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on two, 887 
pean elec eotrician’s lathe, The, 551 
Atmosphere, Nitrogen from th 
mosphere, Nitrogen from 
Atomic theory and ite ст with 
light and electricity, Recent de- 
velopments of the, by C. C. 


Garrard 

Austrian Exhibition, 940 

Automatic machines, 1045 

Automatic relay уа for long 
submarine cables, by В. G. Brown, 


959, 998, 1 
Automobile exhibition in New York, 
The second, 454 


AKER, C. ASHMORE, on The 
1000009 of tariffs on electricity 


Baltimore Wund Ole 5 180 
TUA CMS 181. 3.618. 


551, 621. без, 721, 81 0, 80 
Bathurst, Bal, on ы ectrio wiring methods 
of to-day, 584 
„ F., on Machine tools at the 
ag р Exhibition, 21, 102, 


Batten patent rectifier, The, 87 

Batteries for power stations, Engines 
and, 168, 168 

Battersea Polytechnic, 556 

Battery companies, German 


* "n storage, by H p rens 
PA in a traction station, Bome re- 


sults of a secondary, 
5 пасов ree in Germany, 


Becquerel pes ird ny Ramsay on the, 


Belleville boilers, 890, 958 
Berlin overhead and underground eleo- 
railway, The, 647, 781 
Bermondsey electricity works, 268, 808 
» exhibition, 494 
Blast furnaoe gases, Motive power from, 
The dynamo as an “щш 
" n 
to the, ны ы Н. Allen, 88 
о furnaces, 597, 


569, 702 
Blue electric vr The therapeutic 
| NOD of the, by Dr. A. W. Minin, 


Board of Trade, — pressure and 
the 


Report on tbe Liver - 
The, 800 accident, 


Boilers, Belleville, 890, 968 
- Circulation in water-tube, by 
W. H. Booth, 689 
5 Feed water for, 198 
„ Naval, 229, 405, 615, 966, 910, 


925 
„ Steam, 247 
" Treatment of, under foroed 
draught, 1070 
Water-tube, 212 
Bolton, Large generators for, 189 
Bonds, Tramway, 887 


Blount, * on Electri 


rece W. oc o Circulation in water- 

ers, 580 

F electrio tram- 
way, The, 967 

Bournemouth appointment, Th 

Brain, Electric waves and their 8 on 
the human, by A. F. Collins, 844 

Brake н on electric interurban cars, 


Breakage s ot shafts and critica] speeds, 


| Breakdowns of electrical machinery, 488 
‘Bremer arc lamp, The construction of 


the, 817 
R A on Notes оп inductive сіг. 


Brighton б Corporation electric tramways, 
Bristol electricity works extensions, 478 
Britis 


h Association meeting. 
» a ar transmission 


27 
T consuls пате to say, What the, 


503, 
„ working men, The home en- 
vironment of, 888 
Britisher abroad, The, 885 
at home, The, 961 
Broadbent, d More notes on wiring, 


" F., on Refuse destruction: 
ite sanitary and its steam 
raising aspects, 884, 1000 
Brown, C. 8. Vesey. on Electric power 
supply. on the North-East 
coast, 547 
„ ZB. G., on Automatio relay trans- 
lation for lo submarine 
cables, 969, 998, 1088 


Brush poson 7 H. M. Hobart interference 


and, b M. Hobart, 829, 450, 
455 


Bruun-Loewener water softener, 1014 

в cable distribution system, 
bem. Eleotricity su in, 906, 248 
Burns, Róntgen rey, 


( а 


Air-spaced, 711 
All-British scheme, 804 
Aluminium sheathed, 1070 К. 
Amazon and the Pacifico, The, 869 
Ameriean кеше, JR 840, 989 
Australian tariff, 864, 907 
Canadian, 1009 
Cape, 949 

„n  -Austrajian, 27, 840 
Communicatiohs, 804 

Report on, 686 

Dutch-German scheme, 515, 724 
Emden-Vigo, 777 
Empire, for the, 448 
Cut, French, 1019 
German schemes 146 , 998 
ши in America, e submarine, 
New pas dy h, to the Malay Arcbi- 


Pacha ИВ, 554, 16 646, 814, 864 
Rates to India, 840 


CABLES—continued, 
Bt. Pierre disaster, 814 
варо frioan, ВМ 
u 
Submarine manufacture, 


40 ana Si wireless eu, En 493. 


1 
Дат А new telegraph steamer, ss., 


Lo i inva = h bmarine, 91 
re tele v. sUDMarine 
181, 901, d^ pay m 


Cable, Dia's patent жайло: 287 
ú ame ution system, The Buffalo 
tension, by H. W. Buck. 


61 
oou a Germany, Notes on 
9 a 
the, by M. O'Gorman, 88, 108 
„% testing, Methods of 1 
in, Dy H. ie for the габа ае. 
vage, 
Calcium pods Pose as an ви 780 
- carbide in Germany, 904 
» чоч Manufacture of pure, 


carbide, Non-electrical, 68 
Caldwell’s Róntgen ray stereoscope, 48 
Campbell, A., on The National Physical 
Laboratory, 927 
Camp’s Bay, Cape Town and Bea Point 


Canals, Our “denn yed, 558 
Capacity of с Influenoe of 
temperature on the, by W. Hib- 


bert, 888 

Carbide patents, 946 

Carbón value of Welsh hand-picked 
coal, The, 89 

Cardiff Corporation tramways, 191, 948, 
068, 1 


Care of street railwa controllers, 67 
Carus - Wilson, Prof. on Electrica! 
оп on steam ө ыш in Italy, 


1 
Cash, F. T., on The art of design for 
electric illumination, 580 
Cell, A new light sensitive, 692 
Censorship on telegrams, The. 24 
C.L. Railway, Vibration 2 the, 15. 8711 
Central station engineer 108, 149, 185, 
a a d я 
9 1 9 
822, 867, 911, 968, 991, 1029, 1071 
„ station losses, 585 
Chlorates, The Corbin process and cell 
for the electrolytic . of, 
by J. B. С. Kershaw, 88 
Circulation in water- tube boilers, by 
W. H. Booth, 589 


City NorES— 

Allianoe Electrica] Go., 787 

Amazon Telegraph Co., 1088 

Anglo-American Telegraph Co., 189, 
993, 479, 618 

Babcock & Wilcox Co., 617, 657 

Baker Street and Waterloo Railway 
Co., 894, 489, 695, 787 

Belliss & Morcom, ^ 

Bell's Asbestos Co., 

Blackheath and 3 Distriot 
Electric Light Co., 798 

Blackpool * Fleetwood Tramroad 


Bournemouth and Poole Eleotricity 
Supply Co., 440, 488, 562 


ti 


Ciry Notes—continue:t, 
Brisbane Eleotric Tramways Invest- 
ment Co., 787 
85 Tramways and Carriage Co., 
7 


British Columbia Electric Railway 
Co., 523, 740 
i Continental Electricity Co., 


1074 
m Electric Plant Co , 29 
Traction Co., 190, 992, 
1032 
Transformer Manu- 
facturing Co., 234 
re Insulated Wire Co., 658, 695, 


, $* 


, » 


739 

Bromley enn Electric Light and 
Power Co., 

Brompton and Косов Electricity 
Supply Co., 234, 274, 309, 894 

Brush Electrical Engincoring Co., 
812, 560, 685, 1033 

Buenos Ayres апа Belgrano Electric 
Tramways Co., 657, 694 

Calcutta Eoi Bupply Corporation, 


Tramways Co., 694, 1033 
Callender' $ Cable and Cons. Co., 1088 
Cambridge een Supply Co., 233, 

311 


Tramways Company, 436 
Cape Electrio Tramways, 1 1054 | 
Castner-Kellner Alkali Co., 783 
Central London Railway, 150, 187, 281 
Charing Cross and Strand Electricity 
Supply Corporation, 29, 
274, 810, 812, 352, 396 
„ Cross, Euston and Hamp- 
stead Railway Co., 233 
5 Electricity Supply Со., 857, 
4 
City and South London Railway Co., 
109, 149, 189, 664 
» of „Birmingham Tramways Co., 


» of Carlisle Eleotric Tramways 
Co., 278 
» of London Electric Lighting Co., 
274, 395, 496 
Commercial Cable Co., 489, 440 
Costa Rica Electrio Light and Trac- 
tion Co., 29 
County of London and Brush Pro- 
vincial Electric Lighting Com- 
pany, 489, 182, 521 
Crompton & Co., 29 
eae Telegraph Co., 788, 
82 
Davis & Timmins, Ltd., 896, 437, 482 
Direct Spanish Telegraph Co., 440, 
483, 522 


is United ees Cable Co., 110, 
149, 186; 5 
Dover Electricity supp ply Co., 528, 568 
Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway 
Co., 810, 394 
А орй Tramways Co., 149, 


Dudley, Stourbridge and District Eleo- 
trie Traction Co., 274, 694 
Eastern Extension, Australasia and 
China Telegraph Co., 786, 
825 


» Telegraph Co., 187, 483 
ион 8 E ectricity Corporation 
11 


Edwards Air Pump Syndicate, 811, 
354 


Electrical Power Distribution Co., 
1030 
Electric and General Investment Co., 
29, 1033, 1073 
á Lighting and Traction Co. 
of Australia, The, 234, 272, 
809, 1033 
'Elmore's German and Austro-Hun- 
garian Metal Co., 788, 826 
English Electric Manufacturing | Co., 
563 


РА оо Metallurgical Со., 
Evered & Co., 481 


Fairbairn Lawson Combe Barbour, 
Ltd., 594 


Ferranti, Ltd., 523, 657 : 


Galloways, Ltd, 892, 1033 
Globe Tclegraph and Trust, 110, 658 
Great Northern and City Railway 
Co., 187, 233 
» Northern Telegraph Co. of 
Copenhagen, 695 
Greenwood & Batley, 1078 
Guildford Electricity Bupply Co., 657 
Hart Accumulator Co., 357, 892 85 
*$ 


Henlcy's "Telegraph Works 
W. T., 857, 993, 1072 

High Wycombe (Borough) Eleotric 
Light and Power Co., 560 

Horsfal! Destructor Co., 188 

Hove Electric Lighting Co., 488, 481 

Imperial Tramways Co., 480, 560 

Indo-European Telegraph Со., 658, 
695, 737 

Kalgoorlie Electric Light and Power 
Corporation, 1033, 1078 

Kensington and Knightsbridge Hlec- 
tric Lighting Co., 353, 436 

Kidderminster and District Electrio 
Lighting and Traction Co., 786, 
783 


Leamington and Warwick Tramways 
and Omnibus Co., 736 
Lisbon Electric Tramways, 1073 
Liverpool] District Lighting Co., 489 
уз Rubber Co., 272 
55 Overhead Railway Co., 189, 
232, 270 
London Electric Supply Corporation, 
683, 519 


" United Tramways (1901), 304 
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City Nores—continued, 
Lymington Electric Light and Power 
Co., 561 


Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., 
271, 355, 371, 618 

Mersey Railway Co., 522 

Merthyr Electric Traction and Light- 
ing Co., 958 

Metropolitan District Railway Co., 
28, 311 


А Elecsric Bupply Co., 
396, 437, 481 
Ж Railway Company and 


electric traction, 238 
Mexican Electric Works, 440 
Mexico Electric Tramways Co., 953 
National Electric Wiring Co., 482, 520 
Telephone Co., 279, 311, 393 
Newcastle and District Electric Light- 
ing Co., 


392 
» Роне ' Supply Co., 190, . 


New Gener ле ЕЕ Со., 783, 825 

Newmarket Electric Light Co., 522 

Northallerton Electric Light and 
Power Co., 

Northampton Electric Light and 
Power Co., 278, 854 

Porc rien eas Electricity Supply 

North Metropolitan Power Distri - 
bution Co., 284 

Norwich Electricity Co., 854, 694 

Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., 
437, 520 

Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Electric 
Tramway Co., 489 

Oriental Telephone and Electric Co., 
618, 695, 786 

Oswestry Electric Lighting Co., 695 

Oxford Mlcctric Co., 357, 528 

Parker, T., 1033, 1078 

Perth Electric Tramways Co., 993, 1083 

Pontypool Electric Light and Power 
Co., 482 

ido is Electric Traction Co., 693, 


- 


Primitiva Gas and Electrio Lighting 
Co., of Buenos Ayres, 783, 867 

Randall's Telephone Patents, 29 

Renewable Electric Lamp Co., 69 

Robey & Co., 484 

St. Тоз & Pall Mall Electric Light 
Co., 150, 231, 270 

8t. Lawrence Power Trust, 271 

Salisbury Electric Light Co., 561 

Scarborough Electric Supply Co., 311, 


894 
Smithfield Markets Electric Supply 
Co., 278, 509 


South Lancashire Electric Traction 


and Power Co., 29 
» London Electric Supply Cor- 
poration, 561, 617, 658 
„ Wales Electrical Powor Distri- 
bution Co., 694, 828 
Stewart & Menzies, A. & J., 488 
Stock Exchange Notices, 29, 109, 149, 
189, 274, 312, 895, 564, 617, 658, 695, 
740, 1083, 1074 
Submarine Cables Trust, 786, 782 
Ба a Electric Miners’ Lamp Co., 
18 | 


Telegraph Construction and Main- 
tenance Co., 274, 853, 892 
Manufacturing Co., 440, 827 
Tynemouth and District Electric Trac- 
tion Co., 522 
Typewriting Telegraph Corporation, 
100, 186 


, 8 
United Alkali Co., 488 
А Kingdom 'Eleotric Telegraph 
Co., 190 
T River Plate. Telephone Co., 


107 
Urban Electric Supply Co., 799 ? 
Uxbridge and District Electric Supply 
Co., 810 
Vickers, Sons & Maxim, 422 
Waterloo and City Railway Co., 187, 
190, 273 
West African Telegraph Co., 1074 
» Coast of America Telegraph Co., 


736, 782 
T India and 9 Telegraph 
Co., 786, 783, 82 
Western Telegraph Co., 854, 788, 867, 


954 

Westminster Electric Supply Cor- 

oration, 190, 310, 353 

Willans & Robinson, 482, 562, 784 

Winchester Electric Light & Power 
Co., 520 

Windsor Electrical Installation Co., 
4 


City of London Electric Lighting Co., 
The new direct current works of 
the, 343 

Clayton, A, on Designing of continuous 
current dynauios, 292 

Cleaves, Dr. Margaret A., on The de. 
structive and lethal effects of highe 
pressure currents, 75, 315, 362 

Clothier, Н. W., on Tho construction of 
high - tension central station 
switchgears, 378, 444, 487 

Coal, The misuse of, by УУ. Hibbert, 


Coherer, The human brain asa, 818 

Collins, A. F., on Electric waves ard 
their effect on the human brain, 
814 

Commission on electricity contracts, 
Architects and, 185 

Commutation with fixed brushes, Bpark- 
less, by C. W. Hill, 4 

Companies and street traflic, 184 

Company and consumer, 251 


/ 
compres telegraphic delays, 926, 
9 


Comparison of Nernst and other eleo- 
tric lamps, 449 

Competition, American, 614 

Tramway, 370 

Condensers, Evaporative surface, 362 

Condensing, Advantages of, 1081 

Conditions for electrical contracts, 
Model, 819 

Conductivity and magnetic properties 
Bare alloys of iron, The electrical, 

Conduits, Gas explosions in electric 

| supply, 704 

Conference of the electrical industry on 
the Factory Act of 1901, 726, 780 

Construction of high- tension central 
station switchgears, by Н. W. 
Clothier, 373, 444, 487 

Consumers’ installations, by M. Ruddle, 


Continental steam engineering, English, 
American and, 239 


Continuous current arc lamp, A now 


type of, by F. Lewis, 751 
Contract, The L.C.C. tramway rail, 881, 


CONTRACTS OPEN— 
Aberdeen, 146, 188, 260, 612 
Austria, 988 
Barcelona, 472 
Barking Town, 25, 777 
Barnstaple, 25 
Barrow-in-Furness, 646 
Bath, 612 
Battersea, 227 
Beckenham, 814 
Bedford, 472, 687 
Belfast, 25 
Belgium, 25, 260 
Bermondsey, 515, 908 
Bexley, 515, 687 
Birkdale, 988 
Birkenhead, 147, 188, 227, 888 
Blackburn, 105 е 
Blackpool, 988 


Bolton, 555 | +. 


Bootle, 105, 988 

Boston, 841 

Bournemouth, 25, 188, 805, 341, 988 
Brighton, 183, 841, 565, 724, 778, 908 
Bristol, 555, 950 

Burgess Hill, 260 
Burton-on-Trent, 556, 914 
Bury, 646, 724, 908 

Cardiff, 64 

Chili, 612, 988 

Christiania, 227 
Cleckheaton, 646 j 
Copenhagen, 908 i 
Coventry, 778 

Croydon, 147 

Dartford, 687 

Denmark, 961 

Devon, 1069 

Devonport, 427 

Dewsbury, 841 

Dublin, 687 

Dudley, 778, 814 
Dulverton, 188 

Dundee, 555 . 

Eastbourno, 864 

East Ham, 227 

Edinburgh, 227, 427, 618 
Egypt, 25 

Elland, 805 

Epsom, 1020 

Erith, 687 

Falkirk, 515, 1020 

France, 261, 341, 646, 778, 908 
Fulham, 64, 183, 651, 864 
Genoa, 988 

Germany, 305 

Gillingham, 1020 
Glamorgan, 183, 718 
Glasgow, 64, 183, 555, 657, 778, 908 
Govan, 778 

Greenock, 864 

Grimsby, 25 

Hackney, 341 

Halesowen, 725 

Halifax, 427, 555 

Hamilton, 183 
Hammersmith, 188 
Hartlepool, 25 
Heckmondwike, 341 
Hornsey, 25 

Hoylake and W. Kirby, 865 
Hungary, 778 

Hunslet, 25, 814 

Ilford, 64, 305, 841, 388, 725 
Ipswich, 951 

Islington, 227 

Italy, 515 

King’s Lynn, 227 
Kinzston-upou-Hull, 618 
Kirkcaldy, 25, 908 
Lancaster, 64 

Launceston (Tasmania), 865 
Leeds, 25, 188, 127 

Leigh, 998 

Leyton. 147 

Little Woolton, 951 
Lianclly, 105 

London, 183, 515, 555, 651, 687 
L. C. C., 25, 64, 147, 865, 1069 
Luton, 613 

Lytham, 117, 613 

Madrid, 388 

Maidenhead, 261, 472 


Manchester, 25, 04, 105, 117, 227, 806, 


427, 515, 555, 613, 865, 1020, 1069 
Manstleld, 55h 
Middlesbrough, 25, T78 
Middleton, 64, 183, 472 
Nantwich, 25 
Nelson, 613 
Newcastle, 183 
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CoNTRACTS OPEN—continued, 
Newport (Salop), 725 
North-Eastern Railway, 908 
Norway, 1069 
Nuneaton, 908, 1020 
Oban, 183, 261, 306 
Oldham, 941, 615, 778 
Oulton, 341 
Paisley, 25 
Pemberton, 227 
Penang, 427 
Plymouth, 389 
Pontypridd, 261 
Poplar, 25, 687, 778, 814 
Queensland, 1020 
Rathmines, 472 
Rhyl, 651 
Rochdale, 105, 227, 515 
Rockhampton (Australia), 25 
Rotherham, 516, 908 
Roumania, 227, 725 
Russia, 865°, 

St. Pancras, 25, 842 
St. Petersburg, 428 
Salford, 147, 306, 380 
Salisbury, 261 
Servia, 1020 
Shipley, 147, 472 
Sophia, 908 
South Africa, 106 
„ Lancashire, 64 
Southampton, 428, 477 
Southend, 306, 428, 477, 555 
Southwark, 687 
Bpain, 25, 106, 147, 389, 428, 516, 1020 
Stalybridge, 961, ges 
Stepney, 25, 389, 651 - 
Btookport, 618, 178, ae 
Stockton-ongTees, 908 
Stoke- E rent, 428 
Stretford, 866 
Sudbury, 613 
Sunderland, 106, 261, 428, 989, 1020 
Swansea, 306, 725, 951 
Swindon, 556, 725 
Sydney, 477, 989 
Tonbridge, 908 
Trowbridge, 556 
Tynemouth, 687 
Valparaiso, 951 
Wakefield, 342 
Wallasey, 725 
Wallsend, 342 
Walsall, 106 
Warrington, 25, 106, 428, 815, 908 
Watford, 477 
Wellington, 951 
West Bromwich, 25,65 ` 
„ Ham, 25, 183, 652, 725, 951 
» Hartlepool, 26, 556 
Whitby, 658 
Wigan, 147 ~ 
Willington Quay, 1070 
Wimbledon, 842 
Woolwich, 725 
Worksop, 951 
Worthing, 815 
Wrexham, 658 


Contracts CLosED— 
Aberdeen, 312, 477, 951 
Admiralty, 128 
A yr, 688 
Barnsley, 908 
Barnstaplo, 889, 478 
Barrow-in- Furness, 1020 
Bedford, 1020 
Batley, 65 
Belfast, 989 
Bexley Heath, 908 
Bilston, 188, 227, 306 
Birkenhead, 613° 
Birmingham, 951 
Blackburn, 989 
Blackpool, 688 
Bournemouth, 261, 889, 865, 908 
Bradford, 106, 261, 477, 652, 815 
Bray, 261 
Brecon, 183 
Brecon Asylum, 187 
Brighton, 428, 477, 516, 1070 
Bristol, 652, 725, we 
B.I.W., 120 
Bromley, 865 
Broughty Ferry, 865,903 7 
Burton, 1020 
Buxton, 889 
Cape Peninsular Lighting Co., 720 
Cardiff, 228, 389, 688, 815 
Carnforth, 989 ' 
Cheshire, 25 
Chesterfield, 989 
Cleckheaton, 261, 1070 
Colchester, 428 
Coventry, 183, 516 
Darlington, 6 
Dartford, 1020 
Dewsbury, 106, 389, 613, 951 
Dublin, 65 
Dundee, 778 
East Ham, 25 

» Sussex, 865, 908 
Edinburgh, 652 
Elland, 815 
Falkirk, GK, 778 
France, 106, 424, 516, 908 
Fulham, 228, 658 
Garston, 306 | 
Glasgow, 228, 128, 725, 989 
Great Northern and City Railway, 65 
Grimsby, Fis 
Hackney, 652, 1020 
Halifax, 778 
Hamilton, 908 
Hammersmith, 106 
Heckmondwike, 261, 778 
Holwell Iron Works (Leicester), 815 
Hornsey, 261, 306 
Hudderstield, 25, 147, 261, 806, 342, 
688, 1070 
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CowTRACTB CrLosxp—coniinued, 
Hull, 961, а. PPO, 726 
Піога, 618 


Islington, 779 
Kinesi Lynn, 471, 658 


Liverpool, 477 516, 852, B05, в, 1070. 
and G arston Light Rail- 


' Llandudno, S43, 136. 618 
1 Eaa 263, 806, 889, 516, 688 
629, " 8 , : 1030 ' 
LOAD UE MI sm, um e, Te 
477, T79, 

951, 1020 65, 106,228, 428, 


Melrose, 961 4 
Mersey Railway, 35 
ea trict Railway, 434, 


Middlesbrough, 961, 906 

Middleton, 96 

Morecambe, 477 

когаз; TT9 

Natal, 1020 

Newcastle, 306, 662, 1070 

da aa by Man) 10 106, 281, 498, 618 
о 

Oban, 144, 22 * 516, 725 

Oldham, 96 


‚ 989 
Walsall, 106, 18. 438 
Warrington, 725 


815, 1020 
Warsaw, 261 
West LM 842, 428 


» Ham, 
Wigan) bel 
W en, 184, 865 
818 


Wimbi 
Woolwich, 184, 238, В, 202, 428, 1020 


сатана 
Worcester, Бу 
Yarmouth, 


рте ТГ conditions for eleotri- 
Conversion 8 oar railways, The, 159, 


Cooper-Hewitt mercury vapour lamp, 
ieee of umination by 


Corbin process and cell for the electro- 
lytic production of chlorates, The, 
‚фу J. B. C. Kershaw, 88 

Cork Exhibition, 780 

Coronation E—-W- um STI, 727, 780, 


5 illuminatio 8, Electricity 
works and the supply of 
810 57 for, 621, 668, 690, 


” ean A 599 

й Bearchlighte for the, 720: 
Corrections for the leads, &c., in cable 

testing, Methods of eliminating, 

by Н. Savage, 86, 124 i 


CORRESPONDENCE — 
Accumulators pr Hl. W. W. Dir, 8085 
systems, b 885; 
А by E 8. W, Moore, 18° admi | 
scan w every m 
by R. E. Crom n and Dy Y. 2. 


viewer, 808 
Aluminium, by W. Murray Mo 
14; 7 * Your Abstractor,” Do 
с. — и, by W, Sharpey Seaton, 


Cable test, A., 1019 
е of by tram and their 
ivery, y “H, 78 59 
Connector for testing purposes, by J. 
баш 2 
ring as & profes- 
by UE 718; by R. 
Conversion o сах кыы The, by 
W. Langdon, 1 
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CorRESPONDENCE—continued, 
Copper conductors, by Inquirer," 181 


corporation tramwaysand emergenoy 
rakes, by W. R. Bowker, 504 
Crawford - Voelker lamp, by T. C. 
Crawford, 18; by H. G. Holden, 
68; by F. Z. Maguire, 688 
Design of direot current mach ines, 
by „ 681. 855; by F. J. 


. 88, 
Distribution cables for three- ре 


working, by “м. R.," 129, 418, 462 
by Query,“ 129 
Drop-forgings, by Thos, Bolton & Sons, 


ae the middle wire, by H. J.,“ 
Economy of igolated plants, by W. N. 
DUmarcéd, 995, 879; b у, 


‚ Mọal, 
884, 47 
Edison and other accumulators for 
electric motor cars, by Theodore 
G. Chambers, 1013 
ee battery, by C. Oppermann, 


Electric car equipments and their 
каше; by A. W. 

Wigram, 58 
ù feed d pumps, by A. Johnston, 


i 9 for baker's oven, by 
„Reader,“ 174 
A inspector, by “Thorne,” 417 


" kitchen cars, by T. G. Cham- 
bers, 589 . 


TS, 

50 welding, 689, 682 

ү wiring methods of to-day, 
with 8 al reference to 
conduit systems, b E M. 
Waterhouse, 687, 752; by 
M. E. Heaton, 5885 806; 
by F. Bathurst, 682, 159; 
by Lawrence & Co., 718; 


, 854 
„Electrical engineers, by ^ Electricity 
Supply Business,” 964 
„ phenomena associated with 


the volcanic eruptions in 

the West Indies, by Del- 

ta,” 934 - 
m power schemes: А com- 


parison of two recent 


papers, by P. M. Pennors, ' 


b Н by A. Stewart, 46 

T trade in Australia, by ^ A 
Britisher,” 760 
j volunteers at the tront, by 
. „E. E. R. E.,“ 91 

Electrically-driven feed pumps, by 

Merrywesther & Sons, 975 
Electricity on railways, by P. Cardew, 
T ly tariffs, by M. R.,“ 


Electrolytic transmission of sulphur, 
The, A F. W. Smith, 172 
Eni er tments, by Mary 
ane 
Equivalent sine curves, by Tour Re- 
viewer," 1012 
Examination tests for vici iae en- 


eers, by с тосо. 
Ехр lanation, An, by Lawrence & Co., 
ber finding, by “ Station Engineer,” 


Fire Insurance, by ** A Sufferer from 
Fire Insurance Карасу,” 54 


500 volt electric shocks, by Geo. Neale, 


i5 M. A. Codd ип by 
. P. Trotter, 461; LE 
Yo. 506, 


689; 
Stamp, 505, 686; by d inm 
et by “ Testing Engineer,” 


A shocks, and rail v. road, by 
| Wm. Casson, 460, 546 


From a man at the Front, by 


40 E. E. R. E., 18 
Gas producers, by T. H. and J. 
Daniels, 212 


$ 
Glasgow exhibition power depart- 
ment, by Browett, Lindley & Co. 
(1899), Ltd., 14 
marr 850 electrical engineer, by 


Guernsey telephone accounts, by 
' Not a Channel-Islander," 801 
Harburg India-Rubber Co. and F. 

Winter v. Browne Martin, by Е. 


Winter, 506 

Hatfield “electrically - driven feed 
umps, x dee weather & Sons, 
75, 214; by ins, 214 -~ 


High speed Шеш pumpe, by Mather 
and Platt, Ltd., 91; by Merry- 
weather & Sons, 91 

Improved testing tank, by '' Yrreb," 
178, 296 ; or “The Writer of the 
Article," 21 

Influence of tariffs on electrical 
supply, by O. Ashmore Baker, 761 

unn wanted, by “R. E.,“ 


Institution and electrical legislation, 
The, by John Raworth, 761; by 
R. P. Sellon, 806; by T. C. Elder, 
856, 894; by W. L. Madgen, 983; 
by М, Byng, 938 

Insurance companies and electrical 
B by Edward Rayner, 


Ironclad armatures, by E. Keith, 760 
Is visions about? by Shift Engi- 
neer," 262 
Jointless car cables, by L. D. 
Collins, 212 
10 car cables, patent No. 
12,863, by Patentee,” 258 


CoRRESPONDENCE—-continued, 
Lamps for Coronation illuminations, 
by "A. C. R.,“ 587 

patie engines for traction work, by 
m. Stead, 181; * Cample,“ iy 

Light railways and land values, by 

R. Kennedy, 894 

Looalising faults, by “Mains,” 418 

Locating faults in cables, by E. F. 


Cox, 807 
L.O.C. contracte, by Justice,“ 636 
is вре non ioni; by W. Daven- 


port, 

London Electrica] ^ Contractors’ 
Association, by the London 
Electrical Contractors’ Asgooia- 
tion, 175; by J. Eck, 175 : 

Long-distance ether telegraphy, by 

| . Munro, 879 

Machine tools, by “Н. W. A.,“ 173, 

by F. Bathurst, 118 

Merry Christmas, A, by Station 

Engineer," 129 


Meters, by the Schattner Electricity 


Meter Co., 1065 
Mishap at Leeds, by J. Burbridge, 975 
Much ado about nothing, by Mackey’ 8 
Electric Lamp Co., 719 
Musical Ro lamps, by E. L. M. 


Alle 
New cable relay, by A Relayer,” 


Open letter, An, by U. D. n 893 

Outside labour, by H. Pa уе, om 

Overhead mains, by J. Roberta, 504; 
HA G. Marshall Harriss, 


by T. Н. Parker, 689; 


dy 3 H. Hadfield, 589 
1 v. underground wires, by 
P. T. J. Estler, 52 
кепе Wheatstone bridge, by J. Gott, 


Бау Бале working, by u Foggy, 506 
Epor Gas producers, һу“ Enquirer,” 


"Poser," A, by " p, C.,“ 546; p R. 
Kennedy, 588; by E. Austin, 588 
Prof. Thompson on parent law, by 

8. P. Thompsan, 
Protection, by G. Byng, 834 
on Manufacturing Co., ». Ernest 
F. Moy, by Ernest F. Moy, 718 
Review of Munro Jamieson’s 
pocket book, by Andrew Jamieson, 


Rubber Gloves, by The St. Helen's 


Cable Co., 876 
Bcientific cruelty, by C. A. M. Bailey, 
985,995; by E. Berdoe, 975; by 


“ A. R. C. Sc., 975 

Soldering Fluid, by H. F. T.,“ 174; 
by G. C. i 214 by 
Thoroclean POP Co. К 
Whitaker), 214; by Beanland, 
Perkin & Co., 958 

Sparking trouble, by Student,“ 808; 
by R. Kennedy, 894 

Technical terminology, by “ X. X. Z.,“ 
295; by W. P. Maycock, 505 

Test wires in cables, by W. Dalton, 


Testing and management of electric 
motors, by С. J. Abraham, 18; 
by Writer of the Article,“ 62; b 
W. Cramp, 90, 176; by F. Powell, 
128, 176; M D T. White, 214, 418, 
506, ., “G.N. ОА 914; 
by N. О. W.," 252; Cecil P. 
Poole, 816, 546 ; by H. W. W. Dix, 


462, 
Towns and their systems of ошону 
supply, by Valentine Ryan, 52 
Tramway junotion at Sheffield, b 
“ Electrio,'' 15, 130; by e 
Tramway Engineer," 58; 
by B. B.,“ 53; by Askham 
Bros. and Wilson, 58; by 
% Electra," 180; by Per- 
manent Wa 
90, 174; b ynamo,’’ 318 
‚> linesmen’ 8 nies by '* Lines- 
man," 718 
- management and “ Finance," 
‘by W. R. Bowker, 587 
Tunbridge Wells telephones, by 
‘* Spectator,” 462 
Voltage of foreign central stations, 
by Anglo-Indian, 588 
Warning, A, by Engineer," 985 
Water softening, by bi Boby, 985; 
by Wm. Paterson, 97 
Wood casings v. nae by Instal 
lations,” 718 
Worksop Electricity Works, by J. E. 
Weyman, 884 І 


Cost keeping, Workshop records and, 


‚ Cottrell, Н. E, P., on Cyclone theory of 
magnetism, 1059 

Cowper-Coles, 8., on Some notes on 
electro ER YADISIDE, 871 

Crawford-Voelkor lamp, The, 106 

“ E е " illumination system, The, 
5 


Critical speeds, The breakage of shafts 
at, 2, 107 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS — 
Barking extension plant, 38 
Bexley lighting and tramways, 666 
Croydon tramoars, 279 
Dartford extensions, 790 
Devonport (Tasmania) electric light- 


ing, 576 
a (Penang) electric lighting, 
Hartlepool electric lighting, 115 


Distribution 


gra 
Eborall, A. 
Engineer.“ 


#26 


CURRENT e 


Heckmondwike . 

Ilford electric tramcars. 

Llandudno electric lighting and tram 
ways, 156 

L. G. C. tramways, 238 

Sudbury, 707 

Sydney, 590 

nen extension, 148 
t Bromwich tramways, 77 


Wigan extension plant, 95 


Current transmission, Buperpósed, 991 
Cyclone — of 5 by H. E. 


P. Cottre 


AVIDSON, JOHN, on шарен 
steam engines, 77, 116, 19 


Dawson, Philip, on Electric AES 
788, 893, 874 
Demand system, ' Analogies to the 


Wrigh 


t, 637 
. Design for electric illumination, The 


art of, by Е. T. Cash, 681 

ТА High- -speed engine, 706 

- of continuous current dynamos, 
The, by Rankin Kennedy, 
502, 899 


Designing of continuous current dy- 


namos, by A. Clayton, 292 


Destructive and lethal effeots of hi 55 


E currents, The, by 
argaret A. Cleaves, 75, 816, 868 s 


рааш Note on alternate-current, 


y W. E. Sumpner, 74 


Dia's patent waterproof cable, 287 
Dick, 


Difficulties of machine sto 
Direot-coupled engine and dynamo, 651 


R., on The eee of tariffs 
on électrioit supply, 6 
king, вав 


„  ourrent works of the City of 
London  Eleotrio Lighting 
Co., The new, 343 


Disaster on the Liverpool Overhead 


Railway, The, 11 


Diseo % and liquidations, 14, 64, 94, 


255, 299, 897, 883, 421, 467, 
551, 591, 641, 721, 168, 850, 900, 941, 
979, 1015, 1062 


e systems, Parii ourrente 


. Basil Wed- 


‚211 
cables for . three-phase 
working, 50 


derived from, by E 
more, 


Duff gas producer, The, 8 
Dusseldorf Exhibition, 419, ва 
‘Duties of tramway companies, 882 


„ on electrical goods, 768 


Dynamo as an adjunct to the blast 


furnace, The, by Н. Allen, 88 


Dynamos, Designing of continuous our- 


rent, by A. Clayton, 292 

n in Holland, 592 

AR Standardisation of engines 
and, 155, 195 

ө Тһе design of continuous cur 
rent, by Rankin Kennedy 

502, 899 


ARTH CURRENTS derived from 
distributing systems, by E. Basil 
Wedmore, 237, 4 

„ fgurrents and the electro-telluro- 
h, by E. Guarini, 799 
‚ оп Some notes on poly- 
phase machinery, 661, 699, 792, 
ЕЗ1, 815, 915, 957, 997, 1087 


Economy of isolated electric plants, 


The, 250, 795 


Edison accumulators for motor cars, 


The, by W. Hibbert, 932 
T er vds attery, by Н. Е. Joel, 


Ediswan electric light fittings, 603 
Eldon oolliery, Electric pumping plant 


at, 611 


ErLROTBIC(AL)— 


Australian news, 809 

Car equipments and their mainten · 
ance, 7 

Clocks, 488 

Companies and respon ibility for ac- 
cidente, 293 

Competition in South Africa, 1028 

Developments at Manchester, 896 

Driving, Large gas engines for, 670 

Engineering Industry, German, 443, 


Equipment of the U.S. mint, 726 

Feed pumps, by A. Johnston, 48 

Furnace, The, 1029 

Furnaces, by B. Blount, 527 

Illuminated letters, 601 

Lamp for photographic dark rooms, 
604 


Lamps, Comparison of Nernst and 

other, 419 
Legislation and the I.E.E., 451 
Machinery, Breakdowns of, 433 

in warships, 185 

Motors for post office work, 852 
Municipal launches, 989 
Power in a shale oil works, 399 
transmission in British Colum- 


97 
bia, 27 


| е 


10 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW—INDEX. 


[JuLy 4, 1902. 


ELECTRIO(AL)—continued, 
кюн. апа стано, The need of 
revision, Б; by R. P. Bellon, 85 
: shocking lant at Eldon colliery, 611 


Supply bill, The L. C.C., 458 
1 tramway points, 468 
n 
d I Dawson, 188, 888, 


Trade, Retailers in the, 105) 
Trades Чоп of the London Cham- 
ber of Commeroe, The, 719 

Treatment of 962 

Van for the G. к? Ап, 780 

Vehicles, 890 

Volunteers, A 185, 290, 808, 478, 900 

Ман ааа their effect on the human 
rain, by A. Frederick Collins, 


Wiring methods of to-day, by F. Bat- 
hurst, 584 


Electric Construction Co. Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton, 791 

Bleotrically-driven оошу machinery,. 

» ee machinery, 


ELzorasorry— 
Agriculture, in, 910 
Buildings, in, 617 


vy 
Oil for train tigheing, v.; 614 
Profitable sale of, The, 47 
Railway engineering shops, in, 642 
Reoent development of the atomic 
theory and its connection with 
light £n by C. C. Garrard, 207 


am d OL i Mirari Kingdom, 578 

к The influence of tariffs on, i 
C. Ashmore Baker, 458, 

Turkey, in, 691 

War ships, on, 726 


EnzBOTRi01TY WORks— 

Alloa, 919 

Berlin electric railway, 047, 781 

Bermondsey, 268, 

Brighton, 141 

Bristol extensions, 478 

Camp's Bay, Cape Town, and Sea- 
oint, 901 

Саг, 943, 983, 1007 

City of 5 Electric Lighting 


9 
Mexboro', 1001 
Nelson extensions, 500, 551 
Pontypridd, 790 
Portsmouth, 59 
Salford, 1068 
Shoreditch, 1022, 1027 
South London, 998 239, 268 
Statistics, 598 
Worksop, 288 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND Powgar NoTRS— 


Aberavon, 860 
Aberdeen, 967 
Abersychan, 860, 1067 
Accrington, 769 
Alloa, 15, 188, 178 
Alnwick, 422 


905 
Ballymahon, 218, 256 
Ballymena, 468, 684 
Bangor, 422 
Barking, 592, 947 
Barnes, 
Barnsley, 648 
Барраро. та. 739 
asingsto 
Bath, 16, 218 405 484, 468, 648, 722, 169 
Bedford, 984 
Belfast, ^16, 57, 218, 884 
Belgium, 178, 398, 1016 
Bermondsey, 179, 257, 469 
1 813 
Beverley, 722 
Bexhill, 468, 1016 
Bexley, 256 
Birkdale, 860, 947 
Birkenhead, 188 
Birmingham, 769 
Blackpool, 770, 947, 1016 
Blaenau F'estiniog, 905, 979 
Blaydon, 979 
Eloemion in. 256, 502, 127, 979 
Во or, 16, 256 
Bolton, 15 551, 860 
Boston, 188 
рошаешош, 188, 178, 906 
Bradford, 81 
MM 218, 888, 884, 422, 468, 980 


Brid ter, 178, 219, 684 

Brid 1, 947 

Brighton, 93.5 984, 519, 974, 1067 

Brisbane, 219 

Bristol, 56, 96, 219, 801, 852, 518, 502, 
643, 727, 770, 947, 979 


ELEkornic Ілёнт Nores—continued. 


British Guiana, 1016 
Britton опо 551 
Broadstairs, 492 


Cardiff, 88, S 17, 8 898, 592, 722, TTO, 980 
Carlisle, 648 

Carlton, 16 

Oauvery Falls, 551, 866 
Caversham, 947 


Claremont (Ca Союв ), 96 
Cleckheaton, 8 
Clifden (Со. we 
нек 422 960, 1016 
Сое уре 


Coventry 16,1 16, 188, 178, Ps 894, 980, 1031 - 
Cowes, 468 


; 188, 
Crook Colliery, 812 
Cults 


‚ 592, 
Dacca India 319, 860 
расса а 90 0, 


Demons. 592 
Dacling on. 770 


Dart ford, 1016 


Dartmouth, 648, 684, 722, 980 
Datchet, 188 
Dawlish, 980 
Demerara, 860 / 
Перу, 96, 256 

Derry, 906 
Devenport, 551, 722 
Dewsbury, 1016 
Dorchester, 801 
Dorking, 219, 432, 551, 813 
Dover, 338, 551 | 
Drapery warehouse, 419 
Drayton-in-Hales, 888 
Dublin, 256, 422, 722 
Dudley, 884, 592, 812, 891, 006 
Dumfries, 592, TTO, 906, 980 
Dundee, 592 
Dungannon, 422, 947 
Punam, 56, 698, 770 


Elland, 256, 801, 648 

Eltham, 1016 

Embankment, The, 483 

Enfield, 96, 864 

Epsom, 888, 598, 812, 947, 980 

Exeter, 16, 178, 468, 651 

Feilsworth, 1016 

Falkirk, 801, 468, 678, 101 

dai oru 188, 219, 26. 422, ane 


Pole 405 892, 947 
Felli 


Frinton-on-Sea, 429 
Frome, a R18, 980 f 
Germany, 56, 422, 598, 684, 818, 860, 


Gillingham, 66, 219, 256 


Glamorgan, 4 
Glasgow, 16, i бв, St 648, 722, 980 


аш t 


Govan, 618 

Greenock, 178, 219 
Greenwich, 257, 888, 770 
Greetland, 648 

Grimsby, 468 

Guildford, 56, 860 
Hackney, 179 

Halifax, 96, 818, 980, 1016 
Hamilton, 188, 551, 698, 860, 947 


Heokmondwike, 801, 469 
Hellingly, 1016 
Hendon, 257, 888, 651, 648, 707 
Hereford, 257, 980 
Heston—Isleworth, 144, 818, 860 
Heddesdon, 428 


Hoylake, 178 

Huddersfield, 144, 888, 906, 1068 

Hull, 16, 1M, 838, 906 

Hythe, 518, 906 

Ilford, 593, 980 

Ilkley, 446 

India, 469, 593 

шше, 97 

Irvine, 

Islington, Um 179, 385, 685, 770, 906, 1017, 


Кгкствіс Ілонт NoTEs—continued. 


«10, 518, TEA, BB, 06 ты 2 885, 


518, 722, 818, 906 
ing Willian’ Town, bane: Colony, 


Kinning Park, 614 
Kirkby Stephen 
Kolar Gold Field, 16 
Kroon 


озбай, 980 
Lancaster, 179, 801, 770, 1016 


91 
Lincoln, 97 
Lincolnshire, 648 
Little Woolton, 770, 860 
ат 97, 144, 179, 207, 888, 885, 


Lisbon, 470 


494 
0 en, 655, 7 798 
Lon con 56, 96, 285, 138. 409. 5 179, rr 01, 
fs * 197 ТО! 818, 800,508. 947, 1017, 


. 947, 1017 
кош паго, 56, 97, 219, 257, 888, 885, 


F i 
Lowestoft, 514, 3 860 
Lutterworth, 257 

abi 97, 648 


Lys am, 598 
acclesfield, 770, 860 
adras, 


M 

Maidstone, 16, 598 

liuc 26 16, 06 01 144, 179, 219, 
551, 28, 818, 906 

Mees: preg ap 


Mexborough, 947, 1017 

Middlesbrou "i 219, 257, 499, 698, 818 

Mile End 

Monmouth, 144, 257, 

Morecambe, 888, 469, 860 

Morley, 818 : 

Motherwell, 981 

M Muda Re е» 888, 469 

Mutford. 

Natal 644, 818, 1017 

Nelson, 470, 

Newark, N. 229 

N ewcastle-on-Tyne, 144, 428, 644, 685 
under-Lyne, 428 

Newhaven and Seaford, 947 

Newport, 598, 818, 861, 947 

Newry, 861 

Newstead, 988 


| Ме» York, 220 


Nottingham, 97, 885, 947 
Serie 179, 470 


Penzance, 97.285 

Perth, 301 

Peru, 470 

Peterhead, 4 
ое. 498, 981 
Plymouth, 801 
окно, 885 


Pontefrac k4 


Portugal, 30 
Prestwich, 100 
Pretori 
Prison 1 tin, 144 
Quebec. 
nins 885 
Rand, 220 
Pamana n 1068 
Bench, 06 

ditch, 981 
Redruth, 899 
Renfrew, 906 
Rhosllanerchrugog, 56 
Rhy], 267, 981. 1068 
Ripon, 
Rochester, 428 
Romford, 644 
Romsey, 97 
Ross, 514 
Rugby, 885 
Russia, 644, 981 
St. Annes, 493 
8t. Helens, 56, 97, 981 
Bt. Pancras, 16 
8t. Paul's Cathedral, 607, 894 
Bt. Petersburg, 981 
Salford, 144, 886, 428, 562, 598, 685 


ELECTRIC djomrNorse—continsed, 


Be 
Shanghai, 199 
M M 97, 957, э, 596, 644, 1017, 


Shipley, 

Shore Loh 600 
Bleaford, 730,1 1008 
Slough, 514, 1017 
Bouth Africa, a 


» Durham, 80 

» Shields, 115 985, 470, oly 1017 

„ Staffordshire mines, 508 

„ Wales, 97, 144, 798, 128, 770 
uuu um 97, 179, 439, Mx 818, 


Southgate, 438 498, 514, 947 
u rt 
RUNE 0 
Ё 685, 728, т, 0, 618, 861, 906, 948, 1068 
pennymoor 
Stafford, 9s, ke, 1017 
Staffordshire, 
вс works fi plant 
ney, i x 905 947 

ЕМЕТ ing, 27 
боото, i би, ae 

toke Ne n 

[1] -on- Trent, 906 
Stourbridge, 559, 608 
Stretford, 665, 1008 
Stroud, 179 
Sudbury, 514, 908 
панаа аг а, 267, 258, 801, 644, 947, 961, 


Surbiton, 901, 559, 861, 1017 


E Sussex, 801 


Button, 257, 514, 644 
Coldfi 


eld, 268 

Bwanses, | m 179, 200, 865, 470, 598, 861, 
948, 1017, 1068 

Swindon, 405 793, 861, 981 

Swinton, 881, 885, 470 

an 501, 889, 428 

ае 818 


nbam, 
Train } ag in Ge Germany, 770 
, Trowb 

Tunbridge 85 Walls, 981 
ee 685 

Tynemouth, 728 

Valparaiso, (Cape Colony), 08 


efield, 961 
Walen она, 258, 424 
Ware, 1017 
Warsaw, 290 
Waterloo, 268 
Welsh coal-mining, 861 
8 Brom wien 1 жю, 889, 644 


Hartlepool, бИ 


Co. Antrim), 514, 598 


. 802, 
Wimbledon, 144, 179, 885, 424 
Wolverhampton, 258, 494 
Wood Green, 290, 385 
Woolwich, 56, 257, Ww. 438, 1017 
Worcester, 889, 552, 818 
Worthing 96, 256, 560 598, 818 
U 9 
W berg ag (8. Atri ), 220 
In ca), 
Yarmouth, 802 
Yeovil, 1017 
York, 57, 220, 885, 598 
Ystradgynlais, 179 


Е.Е. (R.E.) volunteer settlers at ihe 


front, 551 
E.L.B. system, 'The, 596 
UE ca of our railways, 159, 825, 


Electro-chemical factory in Italy, 941 

Eleotroouting old horses, 952 

Blectro-galvanising, Some notes on, by 
В. Cowper-Coles, 871 871 

E h, The Lancetta,” 84 

Electrolysis of pipes, The, 1006 

Electrolytic preparation ot persulphates, 


is process, The Hargreaves- 
Bird, 658 
з production of chlorates, 
Corbin ооа and cell 
for е у J. B ‚ C. Ker- 
shaw, 88 
Wee magnotio oscillations, by R. 
Kennedy, 671, 7 
Electromobile notes, r^ 471, 554, 667, 


E. M. F. wave, How alternating currents 
теп th the shape of the, by 
A. Lum 920 


Electro-tellarogreph, Earth ш 
and the, Y Guarini, 799 
ee lectric lighting of the, 


Maple. Cables for the, 448 
Energy from refuse, 66, 517 
Engineer officers for the fleet, by R. 
Appleyard, 290 
Eunglucetlük. dispute, 484 
" Employers' Federation and 
the trades unions, with 
notes on piecework, 278 
» industry, The German elec- 


» 443, 


— 9 


JULY 4, 1902. 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW—INDEX. 


Engineering standards, 890 
Engines — for power stations, 


68 
„n апа 3 Standardisation 


Davidson, 77, 116, 
„ On the determination of the 
irregularity factor of, by Dr. 
Rudolf Franke, 897, 960, 1078 
English, American M M anne 
steam engineeri ж =ч 
Equilibrium regulator, Walker’s, 909 
Equipments and their maintenance, 
Electric car, 7 
Erith Engine, The, 557 
Escape of electricity, The, 939 
Evaporative surface condensers, 869 
Exchange of the London Post Office 
tele phones, The Central, 18 
Exhibition, Machine tools at the Glas- 
gow, by Fred. Bathurst, 
21, 102, 198 
" of illumination by the 
Cooper. Hewitt mercury 
vapour lamp, 240 
» The Aquarium. 76 
» 8t. Petersburg, 269 
a bik ma 834, 726, 


747 
Explosions, 108, 188 
Еа in electric supply conduite, 
Gas, 704 
„ in the City, The recent street 
electric, 156 


pA and 5 Ж 
EN The Institution of E.E. an 
the, 884 
Factory Act and electric 5 
stations, The, 558 
н Act, " Wax shoo. ks and the, 


= = Workshops Aot, 1901, The, 


“Fairyland ” illuminations, 599 
Fatalities, 26, 390, 815, 911, 1019 
Feed pumps, Electrico, by A. Johnston, 


» water for boilers, 128 
Fight for freedom, The, 126 
Finsen light EG. Oo 811 
Fire at the G 
Fires, 14, 15, 384, 858 
300 Kw. ooupled set for Perth (W. A.), 
Test of a, 799 
90-701 electric shocks, 890, 409, 479, 517 
Flame arc lamp, 597 
Fleet, pe из for the, by В, 


Franke эс Кум 

Rudolf, on The determina- 
— | ot ү irregularity factor of 
engines, 1078 

Folding A 1 5 wiring work, 606 

Frankfort electricity works, 

Fuel economisers, 

Fulton nn law, Mr., 665 

Fund for the endowment of University 
education and research, 

Furnaces, Eleotrio, by B. Blount, 527, 


n Eleotrical resistance, 411 
Fuse for high voltage, 906 


G ALILEO FERRARIS award, 1071 


Garland, C. H., on The defence of the 
Post Office, 1077 
O., on nt developmen 
Garrard, С, О Recent devel t 
of the atomic theory, an 
ite connection with light and 
electricity, 207, 288 
" C. C., on Some observations 
on switobgear, 572 
Gas Y^ Nd for eleetric drivíng, Large, 


н explosions in electric supply oon- 
uits, 704 

» producers, Poor, 148 

„ v, electricity, 821 . 

G.E.C. Coronation devices, 525 


„n fire, 1028 
Generators for Bolton, Large, 189 
German electrical enginee g industry, 
448, 626, 872 


" storage battery companies, 1000 
u  Viewof American macbine-shop 


Кее 
Germany, еч on the cable indu 
in, by M. O’Gorman, 88, 1 
” Report of the committee on 
traction, light and w 
distribution on the visit 
the Institution to, 118 
” Wireless telegraphy in, by 
E. Guarini, 632 
Glasgow Exhibition, Machine tools at 
Pe Fred. Bathurst, 21, 


102, 198 
" switchboard accident, The, 178 
Gott, A. E., on Starting resistances, 820 
Government and electrical legislation, 


8 Electric lighting in, 1047 
Guard wires again, 126 
Guarini, E., on Earth currents and the 
electro-tellurogra ph, 799 
" E.,on Third-rail 5 trac- 
tion, 208 


| 


Guarini, E., on Wireless telegraphy on, 
submarine cables, 365, 4 
567, 1049 
" E., on Wireless telegraphy in 
Germany, 
Guernsey telephone system, The, 757 


ARISON automatic signals, 969 


Hendon electrio lighting, 7 | 
eni Pe. 1058 уат T LER broken 


ff 
Hewitt, J. M., and W. G. Rhodes, on 
— railwa 888 М and land develop- 


Hibbert, E а Influence of tempera- 
ture on the capacity of 
accumulators, 828 

5 W., on The Edison accumu- 
lator for motor cars, 982 
„ W. on The misuse of coal, 666 
High-pressure currents, The destructive 
and lethal effects of, by Dr. 
Margaret A. 3 75, 815, 862 
„ “Speed engine desi 
70 T ссе esi 
и " eg 155 John 
ariden 77, 116, 1 
„ tension central bm" pa RN 
ears, The construction of, by 
‚ W. Clothier, 878, 444, 487 
Hill, 0. W., on Sparkless commutation 
with fixed rushes, 44 
Hobart. A. M., on Armature inter- 
ference and brush position, 829, 


450, 455 
Home environment of British working 


men, The, 
Hospitalier’s ond aph, 969, 1040 
Hulse, R. P., on Tests on the Nernst 


lamp, 668, 700, 745 


Human brain as a coherer, The, 848 


» brain, Electric waves and their 
ae on the, by A. Е, Collins, 
84 


1 IONS, чени electrical, 


‚ О. Sachs, 
» Electricity works 
and the supply of 
energy for Coro- 
nation, 621 
$8 The art of рй in 
for eleotric, by 
F. T. Cash, 581 
is The Coronatíon, 
577 
Incandescent Electrico Lamp Co.’s 
Works, 778, 817 


Indicator for alternators, A new syn- 
chronism, by F. P. Woodbury, 290 
Inductive cirouits, Notes on, by W. 
Brew, 
Industrial conference, 538 
vi freedom league, 501, 787 
Influence of tariffs on electricity s suppl 88. 
The, by C. Ashmore Baker, 
584 ; i J. R. Dick, 678 
ыа &һе management of the 
Акы ыы undertaking, 


Installations, Consumers’, by M. Ruddle, 
Institution i 88. 107 2 257, 21. 868.688 118, 


el. 144, 798, 881, #05, 915, 
205, иу» 878, 865, 967, 


н of po tlectrical Engineers at 


Cape Town, 1028 
н of E E. and the Faotoriesand 
Workshops Act, 1901, The, 


T of Electrical Engineers (Man- 
eter section), 278, 627, 


» of Electrical Engineers 
(Newcastle section), 547 
„ of Electrical Engineers 


pr resident, 726 
ae le work and foreign errors, 


cates OTA Congress of Electricity in 


Irregularity factor of engines, — the 
determination of ш 1075 Dr. 
Rudolf Franke, 897, 960 

Isaacson ©. New Grand Theatre of 
Varieties, 41 

шше electric plants, The economy 


Italy, re da. traction on steam rail- 
in, by Prof. C. A. Carus- 
on, 917 


ANDUS Are Lamp Works, 608 


Japanese exhibition, 692 
Jo 's distribution board, 602 
” patent lamp cap, 608 


Joel, H. F., on The Edison storage 
battery, 1041 

Johnston, A., on Electric feed pumps, 48 

done онш to Principal Viriamu, 


K РОНЕ Electricity Works, 


Kennedy, Rankin, on Electro-magnetic 
oscillations, 671, 750 

н Rankin, on The design of con- 

‘tinuous current dynamos, 


502, 899 
Kershaw, J. B, C. on The Corbin process 
and cell for the electrolytic pro- 
duction of chlorates, 88 


* question, The, 287 


" question, The ww d 
J. сна, 582, & 


sang machinery, 629 
Lag and lead, by G. Rhodes, 1002 
Lamp tester, 4 new, 419 


„ Tests on the . by R. P. 


Hulse, 668, 700 
„ works, The Чы Ыы arc, 608 

“ Lancetta"’ сеен, Fr ph, „The, 84 

Land development, Light . 
by J. M. Hewitt and 
Rhodes, 888, 876 

Law v. justice, 516 

Leakage of current from buried bare 
conductors, The, 248 

Leake, Н. C., on The phase displace- 
ment of alternators and parallel 
running, 548, 680 

Lectures, e 107, 149, 184, 268, 808, 949, 
617, 727 


LEGAL— 

American Steel and Wire Co. v. W. 
T. Glover & Co.; The same v. 
Felten & Guilleaume; W. T. 
Glover & Co. v. The American 
Steel and Wire Co., 171 

Attorney-General and Poole, and Dis- 
trict Electric Traction Co., v. 

veen of Bournemouth, 1010 
Berrenberg Electric Lamp Syndicate, 
Sedat P ca Engineerin 
ngton v. Clayton Enginee 
and Electric Construction Co., "ed 
кошор © of Isl nv. Gas Light ‘and 


Brandt v. ko bed & Phillips, 415 
Bright, C., & Co., 467 
Bright's Light & Power Co., 170, 911, 
298, 385, 610 
* Сам, Trustee ‘on — 
d Another, 298 
British & Foreign Li hc Railways Syn 
- dicate & бер & South. 
m Light Railways Co. v. 
e Eleotrio Tramways 
тонош & Mainten- 
ance Co., 716 
» MORTON Manufacturing Co., 


21 
Power Lighting s & Traction 
90 9 
Co. v. Gardner Bros., 689 
Bruce Peebles & Oo. v. J. L. Kerr, 
Ltd., 186 
Buchanan & Curwen v. Hughes, 299 
Callender’s Cable & Construction Co. 
v. Killarney Electric Lighting Co., 


467 
Castner-KelJner Litigation, 08 
Chamberlain & Hookbam v. The Cor- 
poration of Bradford, 18 
Charing Cross & Strand Electricity 
53.057 Corporation . 
In re The, 254 
De Din, Bouton & Co. v. Brown Bros., 


— 
Dolby d эу Williamson v. Lord Wenlock, 
Eastern snd South African Telegraph 


Co. v. The 8 Town Tramways 
Cos., 880, 502 У 


‚ 680 
Electric Installation Co. v. Dublin 


City Distillery Co., a 
motor oar li ion, 1 
Explorers Liability Claim aim, I 
$ v. Ormskirk, U. D. G., 1011 
Ferranti o, Ba British Thomson · Houston 
eg 


Finchle Elestri хо, 86, ке Со. v. Finch- 
1еу 
Fletcher v. endo United Tramways, 


986 
Gibbs v. The Chloride Electrical 
Storage Syndicate, 210, 258 
Harburg India-Rubber Co. & Fer- 
шн Winter v. Martin Brown, 


Heap v. B 
other, 
Hedges v. McKrell & Taylor, Ltd., 186 
Hiram Maxim Electrical Co 896. 
Hitchin & Booth v. Ehrenfeldt, 806 
Howard is PE 5 end Waterloo 


Hughes v. v. Tue bel а Bay Electric 
Light and Power Co., 

Husey v. London Electric Bupply 
Corporation, 186, 171, 258 


1 Tramway Со. and 


LEGAL—continued, 
*Isascson and Wife v. d Grand 
Theatre, 41, 614, 640 
Isle of Thanet Electric o LM and 
Lighting Co. summoned, 869, 840 
Isli п В.С. v. Gas Light and ‘Coke 


Jones v. Colwyn Bay Electric Power 


Laing, "Wharton & Down, v. Spiers 
and Pond, 906 

Lane v. пои Bros., 168 

Leas 


Bupply Co., 768, 811 
bur d) ames, v. J. Bakewell & Co,, 


or e i in Electric Supply 
London ee trio Bupply О Corporation 


tion Co, 1012 
T Electric Lighting Co., 186, 


Maree v. yov? Oross and City 
Eleotric Co 

Maxwell v. British Thomson-Houston - 
Co. and Blackwell & Co, ay 

Meek, Jones & Co. v. Впе per, 09 


Metropolitan Electric . 
(porche arbitration), 2056, 850 


Meyra Electrio Co., 996 
National company for the Distribution 


leotriciiy by Secondary 
Generators, beo, ux 
»  Electrio Free Wiring Co. 
s Canterbury Corporation, 
New Brotherton Tube Co. v. Isaacs, 
. Griffiths & Sons, 268 
Newman v. The Ме. па. Соғ. 


poration of Southampton, 886 

Patent Exploitation Co. v. Siemens 

Bros. & Co., 186, 168, 909 

Poole and District Electric Traction 
Co. v. The Bournemouth Cor- 
poration, 466, 507 

Ratepayers’ action against Hastings 

rporation.—The electric tram- 

ways scheme, 762 

Rattee v. The ‘Northwich Electric 
Tramway Co., 254, 717 

Read v. The Hampstead Electric 


nd 
а Roason "опо Co. v. E.F 
Balmony 4 Co., Н. M., г. М. Burt and 


Satchwell * punia 1011 
Bir Hiram M xim Lamp Co. v. The 


Bir Hum Maxim  Eleotrical 
Engineering Co., 416 
Société 1 d'Electricitó v. 
Friswell, L 
South ee en Жесе Supply Cor- 
ration о. Wm. Bell, en, he 
Council, Aotion 


against the 
Talbot, F., v. National Telephone Co 


Vicar and ohurchwardens of Bt. 
оошо v. City & South London 
ay Co 
ee oe v. The Mayor, &o., of New- 


Workmen’ 8 s Compensation Aot Aot, 
Ashton v. ender's Cable au 
Construotion Co., In re, 806 


Legal pon aon of a trade union, The, 


Southwark 


70 240% column, 1000 100, 197, 240, 


665, 
Legislation: The need of revision, 
Electrical 


m and finance, Electric, 286 
з The Gov 


Liability of trades unions, The, 797 
Light 3 ae „ he, 950 


„ rael rere convention in London, 


" Bond A lamp on a new 

prihoiple for, 117 
Lighting, :/Three-phase distribution for 
wer and, by Sydney Woodfield, 


Lightning oscillatory ? Is, 688 
ii Research Committee, The, 


566 
Limit gauge sys 
каше end dissolutions, ds e. 
187, 171, 265, 299, 897, 888, 49 
510, 551, 591, 641, 683, 721, 908 850. 
900, 941, 979, 1015, 1063 
Liverpool MT for песок; 


3i Overhead Railway, "The dis- 
aster on the, 11 
Localisation of earths” on low. tension 
networks, m final, by A. P. 
McDonall, 41 
Locomotives, British, Belgian and 
American, 
London Chamber of Arbitration, 866 
L. C. O., 215, 268, gi 885, 488, 518, 726, 


» 815, 


9 


—— —— — ee dam ———— 


rr 


эҥ 


vt 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW—INDEX. : 


[JULY 4, 1902. 


L.O.C. and the retention money under NEw Сорла ада ина: 


contracts, 990 
i and tube railway Bills, The, 148 
72 arbitration clause, The 
10 cars, 720 
» Electrical matters at the, 571 
electric supply Bill, The, 458, 754 
„ electric tramways, The, 
tramway rail contract, The, 881 
London Eleotrical Contractors’ Asso- 
ciation, 157 
W Post Office telephones, The 
oentral exchange of the, 18 
a refuse, A record in steam- 
raising from, 939 
telephone service, 26, 82 
London’ 8 rapid transit schemes, 750 
Long-distance transmission problems, 


871 
Losses, Central station, 585 


Мои A. P., on The final 
localisation of “ earths” on low- 
tension networks, 411 
Machinery, Some notes on po 
by A. C. Eborall, 661, 699, 792, 881' 
875, 915, 967, 997 
Machine ‘shop practice, German view of 
American, 66 
" tools at the Glasgow Erhi- 
ров, by Fred. Bathurst, 21, 


02, 
Magnetic properties of alloys of iron, 


The electrical conductivity and, 


827, 402 
Magnetism, A new law in, 821 
T The cyclone theory of, by 
H. E. P. Oottrell, 1069 
Management of electric motors, The 
testing and, by P. T. White, 8, 451 


Manchester, Electrical developments 


at, " 


switohgear, 254 
Manufacture ot electric trucks, The, 


" ot ро" lampe, The, 773, 


Manufactures of Royce, Ltd., The, 99 
Marconi, G., on ag e of ‘Space tele- 


phy, 1080 
“a in fal „220 
Marconi's Wire ess Tel Co., 871 
Marriages, 658, 603, 952, 991, 1099 
Mayes, A. H., on 1 points in switch 
construction, 1 
M. E. A. Convention i 1028 
Meohanical stoker tests, 891 
Meroury-jet break, A new, 491 
Metallic carbides, Мп асише of, 1029 
Mexboro' electric ne 05 ane de- 
stractor works, The, 100 
Mica in 1901, 218 
Micaylorlite reflector, 603 
Minni, A. Wi, on The therapeutic action 
of the blue electric light, 158 
Misuse of coal, The, by W. Hibbert, 666 
Model general conditions, 709, 158 
монт nome from blast furnace gaser, 


Motor-cars at the Crystal Palace, Elec- 
trical, 849 
„ losses, The testing of, by W. E. 
Sumpner, 279, 817 
» Speed trials, 656 
Motors in repair shops, Handling, 240 
» The testing and management 
of electric, by Р. Т. White, 


8, 
Municipal Experiment, A, 541 
„ loans. 1 


i trading,, 728 
Municipal Electricals’ Convention, The 


N “ie is AL Physical i, oe 
148, 499, 1066; by A. Campbell, 
927; by W. Р. Bteinthal, 928 

Naval boilers, 229, 615, 866, 910, 925 
» boiler trials, 406 
Nelson eleotricity works extensions, 


Nernst and other electric lamps, Com- 
parison of, 449 
„ lamp, 28, 601, 683, 1071 
„ lamp, Testa on the, by R. P. 
Hulse, 663, 700, 745 
„ street hee in America, 616 
Nervous System, ‘The, 


Naw COMPANIRS— 

_Albion Battery Co., 184 

Art Fittings, Ltd., 992 

Associated American Electrical Manu- 
facturers, 308 

Barnsley and District Electtio Trao- 
tion Co., 484 

Bohm Syndicate, 781 

Bolton & Sons, Thos., 991 


British апе, Colonial Insulating Co., 


h Mica Co., 

Prism Gibbs Electrical Co., 68 
Buckholtz En gineering Company, 281 
Burnand Transformer Co., 518 
Cassells & Co., R. D., 654 * 
Charing Cross Syndicate, 665 
Childs & Co., J. G., 28 


Christian & Phipps, Ltd., 1029 
оа д Electric Railway 


9 
Clubbe & Southey, 991 
Colombo Electric Tramways and 
Lighting Co., 891 
Cooper Patent Anchor Rail Joint 


Co., 728 
Cornwall Electric Power Syndicate, 


Dawson, Roger, 98 
Day’ os Adjusting and Locking Points 


Delimco, Ltd., 518 
Dewhurst's Engineering Co., 569 
Eastern Telegraph Co., 798 
Edmondson & Purdom, Ltd., 801 
Electric Carriage and Btorage Co., 728 
„ Landaulet Со, 494 
" m x Power and Hiring Co., 


„ Railway Signalling Syndi- 


cate, 098 
Electrical Investment Syndicate, 28 
Electro Voelker Syndicate, 781 
каап and General Tramways Co., 


Erminus „ Bafety Guard 
dan Electric Railwa and 
рш Works Construotion Co., 


61 , 

Farrall Incandescent Electric Light 
Syndicate, 1072 

Foote ard Milne, 991 ' 

Gloucestershire Electric Power 
Syndicate, 559 

Glover. F. A., & Co., 655 

Greville Electric Inventions, 853 

Harboune Electrical Manufacturing 
Co., 569 

Hintze, Ltd., 698 

Hobbes & Sons, 28 

Hoe one Tramways Electrical Co., 


Industrial Electrio Co., 664 


Invention Proprietary Syndicate, 


654 
Ito Syndicate, 109 
Jevons, S., Ltd., 698 
Kalgoorlie Electric Tramways, 518 
Kensington and pease Eleo- 
tric Lighting Co., 
Kent Electrio Power ‘ayndicate, 853 
Kilmacolm Electric Lighting Co., 1029 
La Compania De Obras Publioas Del 
Rio La Plata, 27 
Leicestershire and Warwickshire 
Electric Power Syndicate, 28 
London Electrical Syndicate, 728 
js Electric үне Co., 781 
Lygoe & Son, H., 


Market Drayton Hleotrio Light and | 


Power Co., 908 
Marvin- -Sandycroft Eleotric Drill Syn- 
dicate, 891 
Mazarron Electric Light Co., 781 
Morley Electrical Engraving Co., 781 
Muller, C., ‚ 559 
National Rail & Tramway Appliances 


Co., 109 
Nernst Electrio Light, 484 
New British Aro Lamp Co., 867 
Northampton Eleotrio Light & Power 


Co. 
Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., 


82 
Pekin & North China Electrical Cor- 
Р porat СЕ ый Light & P Co. 
pss lectric ower Co., 


P. & R. Storage Battery Co., 969 
Private Telephone Co., 9ll 
Provincial Electric Construction Co., 


728 

Receiver Syndicate, 781 

Reno Electrical Stairways and Con- 
veyors, 891, 698 

n Steel Axle Box & Forge Co., 


Rosario Electric Co., 728 
Ss. James & Pall Mall Electric Light 


Co., 782 
Sanitas Electrical Co., 280 
Ma ha Electric Supply Co., 
1 4 


Bcháffer & Budenberg, 109 
Shanghai Electric Power and Traction 
Syndicate, 654 
Smithfield Markets Electric Supply, 
28 


South African Works Syndicate, 911 
» Eastern Metropolitan Tram- 
ways Co., 693 
» West Wireless Telegraph Bhip 


Co., 
Speedwell Motor & Engineering Co.,27 
Thermal Storage, Ltd., 698 

Trafford Power and Light Supply 


(1902), 280 

Underground Electric Railways Co., 
of I.ondon, 655 

Westminster Engineering Co., 728 


New York power station, 229 

Niagara, 269, 651, 940 

Nitrogen from the atmosphere, 882 

North-East Coast, Power supply on the, 
by C. 8. Vesey-Brown, 489 . 


BITUARY— 


Bailey, W. D., 990 
Bolton, A. 8., 890 


OBITUARY— continued, 
Chance, Sir J. T., 67 
Chapman, Ca 1 A. H., 909 
Cormu, Alf 
Craddeok, J. e 329 
Dixon, кеше, 185 
Гори Bryan, 484 
Eaton 
eri Н Geo. 1816 

842 


Vines, Granville, 181 


OFFICIAL RETURNS— 
Acoumulator Syndicate, 1090 
Adams-Randal Telephone Patents 


Co., 109, 559 
Аис T= Trans-Continental Telegraph 


Aron Electricity Meter Co., 891 ` 

British Westin дош Electric and 
Manufactu песо ‚ 485 

Bromley (Kent) lectric Light and 
Power Co., 867 

Bullers, Ltd., 109 à 

Central Electric Supply Co., 559 

Charing Cross and Strand 8 
Supply Corporation, 828 

Chelsen I Electricity Вары Co 

City of London El 0 l 


Co., 828 
ae Rica Electric Light and Traction 
‘Crystal Palace District Electric Supply 


Direct ct Bpuntah Telegraph Co., 911 
nited States Cable Co., 559 

D.P. Battery Co., 485 

Eastern Telegraph Co., 828 

Easton & Co., 185 

Eleotric Railway and Tramway Car- 

riage Works, 485 
» Works Co., 911 

Folkestone Electricity Bupp CO 

General Electric Tramways 

Hartlepool Electric Pram ways Co., 


Hove Electric Lighting Co., 1080 
10020700 Electrio Glow Lamp Co., 


6 
Lancashire Electrical Engineering 


Co., 28 

Lyndburst Electric Lighting and 
Traction Co., 1080 

Marconi International Marine Com- 
munication Co., 28 

Monse Video Telephone Co., 100 

xu | Electrica] Engineering Co., 


Mutual Telephone Co., 559 І 

Newcastle and District Electric 
Lighting Co., 828 

NeW: 8$. Helens and District Tram- 


ways Co., 28 
Northampton Electric Light and 
Power Co., 828 
. Northwich Blectric Supply Co., 1080 
Norwich Electricity Co., 1080 
кое and European Telegraph Co., 


Peto & Radford, 655 

Renewable Electric Lamp Co., ee 
Bandgate and Hythe Electrio Co., 
Southport Tramways Co., 616 

Suter & Co., Frank, 828 

рны Telegraph Corporation, 


Werrington & District Electric Light 
and Power Co., 867 

Western Telegraph Co., 109 

Westminster Electric Supply Cor- 
poration, 655 


O'Gorman, M., on Notes on cable 
industry in Germany, 11, 108 

Ondograpb, M. Hospitalier's, 969, 1040 

Outside. labour question, The, by J. 
Whitcher, 582, 685 

Overhead wires, 108, 478 


ARALLEL Running, The Phase 
jue 0 of Alternators and, 

na A . C. Leake, 513, 690 
pareus * 5 alternators, Apparatus for, 


avian Мр Buste, 597 

фай: Metropolitan Railway, The, by С. 
H. Wordingh ed 671 

Parliamentary, 107, 256 


' PARLIAMENTARY— 


Aberdeen surburban tramways, 211 
Abertillery U.D.C. Bill, 165, 718, 988 
Ashton & Dukinfield Corporation Bill, 


508, 938 
under-Lyne & Dukinfield, 167 
Baker Street & Waterloo Railway, 155 
Bexhill & Rotherfield Railway, 167, 
211, 854 
ee Corporation Bill, 164, 717, 
010 


Birmingham & Midlands Tramway 
Bill, 508, 640, 764, 1010 

Board of Trade and electrical under- 
takings, 768 

Bradford Corporation, 184, 718 

Brighton & Rottingdean Seashore 
Electric Tramroad, 166, 414, 768 

Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Rail- 


wa ; 

Сатеһїї and Whitewell Tramways, 
166, 297, 711, 804, 1056 

Central London Railway, 196 


PARLIAMENTARY—continued. 


Charing Cross, Euston & Hampstead 
Railway, 184, 165 

- Cross, Hammersmith & Die- 

trict Electric Railway, 135, 


165, 675 
City E Brixton Railway, 165, 311, 


056 

» and a ш Palace Railway, 166 
» апа North-East Suburban "leo- 
trie Railway, 184, 185, 896, 714 

„ of London (Streeta) Bill, 508 
» Wandsworth and Wimbledon 

Electric Railway, 166 
T am Improvement, 185, 718, 


ee Electric Power Bill, 184, 464, 


Croydon and District Electric Tram- 
ways, 185, 881, 508, 609, 803, 854 
Danced Improvement Bill, 186, 114, 


Derbysh and Nottinghamshire 
Electric Power, 163, 297, 414, 678 
Devonport Corporation Bill, 168 
Tramways, 764 
Donegal Railway, 185, 678, 854 | 
Dumbarton Corporation, 808 
Electric Lighting, 4972, 1056 
Eastbourne Corporation, 1 
East London, City and Pookham 
Railway, 163 
Edgware and Hampstead Railway, 186 
Blectric Lighting (London) Bill, 991, 


„ Light Provisional Orders, 
509, 689, 640, 678, 712, 764, 

806, 938, 1056 
кон Tramways, 164, 886, 464, 


Exeter and District Tramways, 185, 
500, 640, 1010 

Finchley Im povements 1, 908 

Garston and District ways and 
Electric 598.77 Companies, 164, 


886, 415, 508 
Glasgow ration, 212, 809 


Gloucester Electric Power, 166, 381, 


508, 973 
Great Northern Railway, 164 
ài i and City Railway, 185 
н н and Strand way. 


166 
Greenock and Port Glasgow Tram- 
ways. 212 
пешаз Corporation 165, 881, 415, 678, 


Hastings Tramways Bill, 646, 1010 

Heywood Company’s Tramways, 972 ` 

Hove, осше and District Tram- 
‘ways, 207 


Hastings Tramwa y8, 168, 608 


Huddersfield Corporation, 165, 805 

Islington & Euston Railway, a6 714 

седі Electric Power, 168, 465, 1010 

ings Road Railway, 185, 166 

эле Ре Corporation, 184, 764, 804 

Leicestershire & Warwickshire Eleo- 
tric гоме 1 881, 418, 1010 

Leigh ait a de 

Liverpool Mapchesisé Electric Rail- 
way Bill, 165, 507, 804 

London & Brighton Electric Railway, 

185, 508 


‚ 886, 

š Tilbary 48 & Southend Railway, 
167, 768, 

- United klocirie Railways, 
164, 336 

" United Tramways, 164, 381, 
Wed 640, 714, 988, 972, 1000, 


L.C.C. (Electric Supply), 168, 764 
» (General Powers Bill), 166, 764 
" (Subways & Tramways), 184, 
166, 881, 415, 464, 640, 718, 
764, 803, 805, 850 
Manchester & District ‘Telephone 
Board, 211, 763,904 


5 Salford Tramways, 
465, 507 

„ City Circle Railway, 166 

" Corporation Tramways, 
164, 763, 938 


Medway & Thames Canal Bill, 465 
Metropolitan District Railway, 196, 
836, 415, 464, 640, 715, 
768, 988, 1010, 1066 
Railway, 185, 1010 
Mexborough and Swinton Tramways, 


11, 508, 64 
Middlesex · С.С. Tramways, 167, 464, 


768. 
National Telephone Co. (Kingston- 
upon-Hull), 166, 1010 
71 Telephone Co. (Manchester 


ное. 165 
Newcastle Electric Supply, 167, 381, 805 
95 -on- Tyne Corporation Tram- 
тые» ‚ 621, 716, 804, 


ai «rs Corporation Tramways, 414, 
1010 


North эла South Shields Electric 

Railway, 184, 412, 764 

si East London Railway, 168, 
718, 714 

11 London electric lighting, 802 

i Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Co., 167, 678, 851, 072, 1010 

is Metropolitan Tramways, 167, 
881, 640, 768, 972, 1010 

o Ormsby, South Bank and 
Grangetown Tramways, 196 

ii Btaffordshire Tramways, 167, 


; 678, 804 
Northumberland Electric Power, 164, 
414, 462 
j Electric Tramways, 
184, 207, 714, 806, 
1056 


— 


JvLY 4, 1902.) 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW—INDEX. 


ion, 167 
rporation, 167, 804 
Petitions against private Bills, 296, 336 
* withdrawn, 381, 1010 
Piccadilly and City Railway, 168, 616 
Poresdown Electrio Lighting, 1010 
Fontypridd U.D.C. Tramways, 972 
i оп сз оа соттоо, 184, 718, 972 
private Bills, 167 
hnondda U.D.C. Tramways, 196, 415, 
Romford U. D.C. ‘Tramways, 164 
Nossendale Valley Tramways, 166, 805 
Козһевау Tramways, 211, 508 
алате ар, Spel 
Tramwea 


Salford 5 164, 712, 1010 
eee Tramways, 165, 211, 712, 


Scotch local Bills, 808 
Southport & Lytham Tramways, 167, 
414, 501, 1010 

south Shields Corporation, 164 

Electric Railway, 1066 

Sunderland & District 
Tramways, 185, 509, 
640, $49 


„ Wales Electrical Power Dis- 
tribution Co., 167, 881, 509, 
640, 678, 1010 
Standing order proofs, 886, 881, 640, 
806, 972 


Tipton U. D.C. 164 f 
du & Paignton Tramways, 185, 


IS IN MIS Orders Confirmation Bill, 
Tube Railway Committees(Lord Wind- 


sor's & Lord Ribblesdale’s), 674, 
18, 765, 800, 801,849, 851, 892, 997, 


wes 97 
"9 LA 


Tyneside Tramways & Tramroads Co. | 


(New Lines and Extensions), 165, 
2977. 886, 415, 714, 972, 1056 

Victoria Kensington & Greenwich 
Railway, 166 


West and South 1 ‘Junction 


Railway, 135 
А Ham Corporation, 166, 854 
Whitechapel & Bow Railway, 167, 509, 
763, 1056 
Wigan Corporation, 164, 764 
Wrexham District Tramways, 166, 804 
York Corporation, 165, 804 


Parliamentary ae Electric tram- 


ways an 
Farliamnent, Telephones and, 161 
Fazent Law, A Nice Point of, 710 
n „n Mr. Fulton on, 665 
а „ Тһе amendment of the, 
285, 490 P 


Patents, 906 
" Bill, The, 690 
regne accumulator cell, The, 454 
rersonal, 26, 66, 107, 148, 185, 280, 268, 
308, 342, 391, 494, 479, 516, 556, 658, 
n 727, 781, 822. 865, 911, ‚ 952, 990, 


Petroleum as fuel, Crude, 966 
Phase di lacement of alternators and 
el running, The, by H. C. 
ө, 631 
riecework, 
Federation and the tradet-unions, 
with notes on, 278 
hpes, The eleotroljsi of, 1005 
ава, 910 
а machinery, Some notes on, 
by A. C. Eborall, 661, 699, 
1087 818, 915, 915, 957, 997, 


UPS 127 
Pontypridd power station, The, 790 
tortable electric drill, 606 
Portsmouth electric tramways, 59 
‘steal telegraphs, 670 
Peat Office, The defence of the, by С.Н. 
Garland, 1077 
is we hones, The central ex- 
change of the London, 18 


cower and lighting, Three-phase 
distribution for, by Sydney 
Woodfield, 8 


„ required to drive machinery, 574 
„ stations, 1 and batteries 


for, 158, 163 
» supply on ee North-East Coast, 
ulectric, by C. S. Vesey- 
Brown, 480, 547 


» for 5 mill driving, Electric, 


Pressure and the Board of Trade, 
Extra high, 945 
vane machinery, Electrically-driven, 


Private plant of the Oldham Equitable 
Co-operative Society, 1014 
Profitable sale of electricity, The 47 
Progress and legislation: the need of 
revision, Electrical, by R. P. 
Sellon, 35 


PROAPECTUSES— 

Aunglo-Asnerican Debenture 
poration, 53 

Auckland Electric Tramways Co., 
634 


Beyer, Peacock & Co. (1902), 736 

Bournemouth and Poole Electricity 
Supply Co., 783 

British Insulated Wire Сб., 954 

Bromley (Kent) Electric Light and 
Power Co., 

Charing Cross 'and Strand Electricity 
Supply Corporation, 911. 954 

Peking and North China Electrical 

^ Corporation, 1088 


Cor- 


ghead and Lees 


Engineering Employers’ | 


PARLIAMENTAkY—continued, — 
Reno Eleetric Stairways and Con- 
veyers, 395 
Tratiord Power and Light Supply 
(1902), 186 


Pumps, Electric feed, by A. Johnston, 43 


ук break switch, 419 


Ri joints, Cast welding of, 180 


RalILway(s)— 
Baltimore and Ohio, 644 
Baker Street and Waterloo, 17 
Behr's electric express, 66 
Bengal — Nagpur, Electrical power 
plant for the, 688, 720 
Berlin, 268 a 
» Overhead and underground, 


647, 731 
Bills, The L.C.C, and tube, 748 
Lip ri and telegraphs: Recent prac- 
ice, 
Central London, 17, 57, 802, 424 
Vibration on the, 
: 259, 361, 871 
City and South London, 145, 517 
» and Wimbledon, 98 
Sony nuon in London, The Light, 


, ээ 


Disaster on the 9) Ovethead, 
The, 11, 67, 580 

East London, 145 

Electric traction on steam, 841 | 

on steam in Italy, 
by Prof. A. Carus- 
Mae 917 

Electrification of our, 159, 895, 497, 669 

Өе. peer & Electric Traction, 


Light, 108, ет, 982 
н and land development, by J. 
M. cea G. Rhodes, 


838 
Liverpoo! disaster, Board of Trade 
report, 
London-Brighton Electric, 58, 108 
„% to Dover, 645 
„ and Tilbur 
i traction, 221 
» Underground, 616 
Manchester-Liverpool, 10, 51, 425 
" Underground, 28, 182, 
222, 246, 258, 471, 645 
Manhattan, 108 
Mersey, 552, 723 
Metropolitan & District Railway, 645 
North to South Shields electric, 68 
Paris eee A by C. H. 
Wordinsham, 67 
„ Underground, 23 
South - Western Railway Co. 
‘electric tramway 
The, 268 
Transformation of the Underground, 
The, 10, 51 
Tunnelling ‘for electric, 857 
Ventilation of the Central London, 890 


and electric 


and 
competition, 


Ramsey on the Becquerel rays, Prof., 798 
Rectifler, The Batten patent, 87 
Refuse destruction: Its sanitary and 
its steam raising aspects, by 
F. Broadbent, 884, 1000 
Energy from, 06 
Repair *hope, Handling motors in, 240 
Repayment of loans, 615 
Report of the committee on manu- 
facturing on the visit of the 
Institution to Germany in 
1901, 153 
» , cf the committee on telegraphs 
and telephones on the visit of 
the Institution to Germany in 
1901, 164 
РА of the committee on traction, 
light and power distribution 
on the visit of the Institution 
to Germany in 1901, 114 
Resistance furnaces, Electrical, 411 
Resistivity of track and collector rails 
as affected by the, Chemical 
composition, &c., by 8. Wood- 
field, 1047 
Retailers іо the electrical trade, 1051 


REVIEWS 

Class list and index of the periodical 
publications in the Patent Office 
Library, 572 

Cyanide process of gold extraction, 
by J. Park, 323 

ere arc, The, by Hertha Ayrton, 

6 


Electrical Engineering Testing, by 
C. D. Aspinall Parr, M. I. L.. E., 
1018 

Elementary treatise on alternating 
currents, by W. G. Rhodes, 808 

Elements of physical chemistry, by 

. C. Jones, 808 
80 HIDE Index, 1896—1900, The, 


Factory and. Workshops Act, by C. W. 
Williams, B.A., and C. E. Mus- 
+ grave, 1084 


м ~ 


Revigews— continue/ ]. 
Fowler’s mechanical engineers’ pocket 
book for 1902, 39 


High-speed engines. 350 : 
Indicator handbook, The, by C. N. 
Pickworth, 989 


Law relating to factories and work- 
shops, with appendix of 
rules, truck Acts, &о., 
Austin, 922 

Méthode pratique pour calculer les 


moteurs asynchrones polyphasés, | 


by Boy de la Tonr, 574 
машы affairs, Ьу R. С, Brooks, 
Munro & Jamieson's pocket - book of 
electrical rules and tables, by J. 
Munro and A. Jamieson, 89 
Practical caloulation of dyn amo- 
electric 881 by 
A. E. Weiner, 1013 
is Electrician's Pocket Book 
for 1902, 89 
iie o batteries, by W. R. Cooper, 


Production et distribution de l'energie 
pour la A Hon électrique, by Н. 
Martin, 822 

Protection, DE C. Byng, 199 

Pumps: eir construction and 
management; by P. J. Björling, 


носо Abstracts, Vol. IV., 1901, 
Simpie electrical working models, by 


. Marshall, 674 
Steam boiler economy, by W. Kent, 


321 , 
» a practice, by W. В. 
Snow, 921 
Tramway companies and local autho- 


rities, 674 
Tra'.sport de l'energie a grandes 
distances par l'electricité, by F. 


ppe, íi 
Water-tube boilers, 


by Leslie F. 
Robertson, 573 
Wireman's Pocket- Book, by F. C. 
Raphael, 573 


— 


Rhodes, W. G., and Hewitt, J. M., on 
Light railways and land 
development, 888, 867 
1175 on Lag and lead, 1002 
Richardson arc Татар, 
The, 490 


Ricks accumulator 
Hie electrica] brake dynamometer, 


Röntgen ray apparatus, Walter's, 155 
PA » burns, 798 
„ stereoscope, Caldwell’ в, 48 
Royoe, Ltd., The manufactures of, 99 
Rubber sleeves for lampholders, 604 
каше M.,on Consumers’ installations, 


Russell, A., on How alternating-currents 
vary with the NE of the E. M. F. 
wave, 920 


‘NACHS, E. O., on Artistic electrical 
* illuminations, 623 
St Paul's Cathedral, Electric light in, 


607, 894 ' 
8t. Petersburg exhibition, 269, 422 
Salford Corporation electricity works 
and tramways, 1068 
"m electricity undertaking, The 
inquiry into the management 
of the, 949, 973 
Sand hopper, New, 1014 
Sanding of the streets; 1 
Sarpsfos carbide factory, The, 910 
Bavage, H., on Method of eliminating 
corrections for the 1 Ko., in 
cable testing, 86, 124 
Schmidt highly superheated steam 
system, The, 991 
system, 308 
Scott &Mountain engine-type generator, 


Sellon, R. P., on Electrica] progress and 
legislation ; the need of revision, 
85 


Shaíts "i EUM speeds, The breakage 


о 

Shale oil works, Electric power in a, 899 

Shawanigan Falls power scheme, The, 
822 

Sheffield cooling tower, 606 

Shock ая legislation thereon, Electric, 

5 
Shocks ger 8 Factory Act, Electrical, 


„ at 900 volts, 890, 409, 479, 517, 
528 
Shoreditch, The new electricity works 
of the Metropolitan Borough of, 
1022, 1027 
Signals, Harison antomatic, 969 
Simplex D. P. F. box, 601 
Single-phase motors at West Ham, 178 
Size and weicht of spheres, The, by 
Rollo Appleyard, 8 
Smokeless London, 799 
Smoke nuisance, 95, 456 
» prosecution, 15 i 


SOCIETIES— 
American Society of 
Engineers, 1071 
Arts, 268 


Mechanical 


- British Electrical 
cial 
y E.- 


SociETIES—continucd, 
Association of American Electrical 
Manufacturers, 767 
$5 of заана -Charge, 


Belgian Society of Electricians, 865 

Superannuation 
Fund, 690 

Е Electro- Therapeutic, The, 


Civil and Mechanical Engineers, 26, 


951 
Dublin Master Electrical Contractors, 


Electrical Association of New South 


alea, 16 
„ Contractors“ Association, 
208, 690 : 
is сопизоон. is Municipal 
. Ттадегз, 1 
э» . Testing and 
Training. Institution, 67, 
; 107, 517, 909 
Trades Association, 807 
Electrioals, The, 652, 816, 910 
Electro- Harmonie, 149, 808, 518, 952 
Engineers, of, 351 
German Electro-Chemical, 652 
Ibero-Americano, 952 
Incorporated Municipal Electrical As- 
soi ation, 229, 867 
Institution of c Engineers, 266, 


M of Electrical Engineers, 
. 118, 158, 287, 262, 277, 
488, 478, 568, 625, 661, 
. 195, 144, 158, 790, 792, 
816, 821; 831, 887, 865, 
875, 878, 885, 915, 952, 

, 957, 990, 997 
- of Electrical Engineers 
A and the Factories sud 
Work-hops Act, 1901, 

The, 884 


e 
s of Electrical Engineers 
(Birmingham Section), 


з 
„ of Electrical Engineers 
(Cape Town), 26, 890 
» of Electrical Engineers 
(Dublin Section), 194, 
200, 690 


T of Electrical Engineers 
Mir d Section), 807, 


" of Electrical Engineers 
(Manchester Section), 
278, 872, 890, 444, 487, 

527, 616, 659 
$5 of Electrical Engineers 
(Newcastle), 108, 489, 


541 ; 
ú of Eleotrical Engineers 
dene enn 


ví President, 726 


is of Eleotrical Engineers 
at Cape Town, 1028 

15 of Junior Engineers, 
108, 197, 268, 815, 909, 991 


„ e Engineers, 


of Mining Engineers, 816 
London Electrical Contractors’ Asso- 
ciation, 108, 157 


Municipal Electrical Association, | 
262, 8 


National Electrical Contractors’ Asso- 
ciation, 104, 148 

n Electrical Manufaoturers' 

. Association, 488 
Physical, 324, 571, 748, 832, 879, 896 

, Royal, 184, 268, 390, 600, 728 

n Conversazione 847 

» Institution, 96, 67, 148, 727, 


780 
i5 Institution, Mr. Duddell at 


the, 36 
Soottish Electrical Contractors' Asso- 
ciation, 852 
Tramways and Light Railways Asso- 
ciation, 67 
University College, London, 816 
Woolwich Polytechnic Engineering, 


890 
коне College Engineering, 144, 


South African Trade Commission, 910 
15 Londan Electricity Works, 228, 


Sparkless commutation with fixed 
brushes, hy C. W. Hill, 44 
Special articles, 838 . 
Spheres, The size and weight of, by 
Rollo Appleyard, 8 
Standardisation, 965 
vi of engines and dyaa- 
mos, 156, 195 
Standard, Made to, 883 
Starsing resistances, by A. E. Gott, 320 
T switches, Automatic, 809 
Steam enginecring, English, American 
and Continental, 239 
„ railways, Electric traction on, 
841 
„ raising, Economical and smoke- 
less, 859 
„ raising from London refuse, A 
record in, 929 
Steinthal, W. P., on Wiring for experi- 
mental work at the National 
Physical Laboratory, 928 
Steljes typewriting telegraph, The, 627 
Stereoscope, Caldwell's Röntgen гау, 48 
Stoking, Difficulties of machine, 888 
Street openings, 229 
Btreets, Sanding of the, 1 


ои 


Submarine cables, Automatio relay 
translation for long, by 
8. G. Brown, 969, 998, 


1088 
core, Note on, by R. Appie- 
yard, 407 


й mines, 549 
Sullivan, H. W., on Wireless telegraphy, 


Bummons, 466 
Sumpner, W. E., on Note on alternate- 


current Pg, rer "4 
" W. E., testing of 
| motor losses, 279, 816 
Supply in the United Kingdom, Eleo- 
tricity, 578 
- of electricity in bulk, The, 906 


BUPPLY STATION AOCOUNTS— 


Yarmouth, 69 
Bwitch construction, Somo pointe, in, 
by A. H. Mayes, 1 
Wilson's automatio time, 727 
Switches, 606 
" V aires starting, 809 
Bwito 
‚ С. ‚ 57% 
Switehgears, The construction of high 


n central station, by Н, W. 
Clothier, 878, 444, 487 


ew * 
т, Some observations on, by 


electricity supply, 
Thé: influence "ok by 
469," 84; by J. R. 
ы Dick, 678 " 
вуіот gas producer, 
Technical periodicals, 108 


и ек оп 


e 

an, 

American, 94 

Australian, 497 

Bismarckabarg, 9.7 

Breakdowns, 

Canadian rojecte, 68 

Oape to Cairo, 554 

Communication with the Continent, 


Comparative delays, 996, 900 
Constraction in Northern Nigeria, 427 
Delany system, 172 

Far East, 515 

Gold Coast, 64 

Indian Mutiny, 814 

Indo-European, 887, 612 

кч a 182 


, 
Melbourne rates, 686 
Mexico, 1019 
Natal, 907 
Natal, 472 
Persian. 182, 968 


ostal,- 
Railway blocks and: recent practice, 


Rates to 57 841 
10 г rint and the East, 200, 805, 
Reduction of ie 472, 1069 
Bervice, 68, 841, 888 
Turkish, 24, 949 
Underground, 94, 188, 841, 868, 427, 


Wire expert trado, 106, 260, 427, 646, 
811, 


Telegraphy and submarine cables, 
806 403.801 by Е. Sig oun; 

T in Germany, Wireless, by 
by E. Guarini, 682 

ES t. submarine cables, Wire- 
less, 91, 181, 201, 249 


949, 959, 988 1019, 1099. ' 
ss Wireless by H. W. 8ul- 
livan, 281 


TERLEPHORE(S 
3 489 
Agreement, The, 322 
Belinet, Tub" 986 
105 734 
um, 724 
Bir dale, 68 
Bournemouth, 968 
Brighton, 611 
Canada, 964 


е, 
Cardiff, 887, 472 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW—INDEX. 


TTELEPHONK(8) — continued. 
Central exchange of the London Post 


Office, 18 
Свае Marseilles, 907 


ee, 146 

Durban, 94, — 146, 612 
Eastbourne, 804 

cles, 840 
Exchanges, 969 
ance oa 68 
French, 949 
pry ap ded dire ai 612, 907, 1019 


Gunton 864 
Guernsey system, 157 


‚ 36,88 
Manchester, 146, 686, 777 
Mananalo; 496 


arise Turin, 68 
ore mph and telephone, 687 
ев, ап one, 
Рогівто й, м 227, 819 
Post Off 
Priority of "invention of the, 66 
84. Petersburg, 237 
Salford, 24 
Scarboro 


Southport, 260, 804, 427, 777 
Sunderland, 804 
Swansea, 189, 868, 907 
Sweden, 777 
Tunb Wells, 260, 806, 881, 400, 
ассан to bs, sh, 806 
elegraphists for E 
Telephony in Egypt, 64 
" in France, Wireless, 222 


Temperature on the capacity of 
W. Hibbert 8 Influenoe of, by 
W. Hibbert 

Testing and management of electric 
8 The, by P. T. White, 
„ of motor losses. The, by W. 

E. Sumpner, 279, 816 
„ Methods of eliminating: cor- 
rections for the leads, &c., 
ш. cable, by Н. Savage, 86, 


„ tank, An improved, 88 
Test of a ate опред set for 
Perth (W.A. 
Teste on the — ара by R. P. 
Halse, 668, 700, 745 


; Therapeutic action of the blue eleo- 


tout light, The, by Dr. A. W. 
Third- d electric traction, by E. 


Tb % e e for power 


gene enne by Syd- 
oodfie à, 8 7 
" "d treatin pining work, 


is working, Distribution 
cables for, 50 
Thursfleld's electric light fittings, 600 


Track, Resistivity of, and collector rails | 


ав affected by the chemical com- 
len &с., by 8. Woodfield, 


TRACTION NoTES— 
Aberdare, 685, 906 
Aberdeen, 17, 67, 98, 144, 179, 220, 258, 


889, 
Alexandra йу qm 
exandria ( t), 

1 
Asto 

: Ale (N. Z.), 290 
Australia, 180 
Austria, 861 
Ayr, 67, 562, 644, 711 
Barcelona, 981 
Barnes, 889 
Barrow. 889, 1017 
Betley, '889, 981 
Beth, 180 
Beckenham, 728 
Belfast, 144, 220, 268, 802, 889, 470, 724, 


Бет, 424, 470, 818, 861, 948 
Berlin , 


B 
Birsdele, 144, 990, 896, 514, 658, 171 
Birkenhead, 17, 58, 390, 886, 171, 816, 


Blackburn, 57, 220, 802, 424, 948 
Blackheath, 145, 645 
Bournemouth, 17, 180, 514, 906 
Bradford, 28, 57, 231, 552, 818 
Bray, 685, 1 

Brentford, $89, 685 

Bridlington, 614 

as Sameer 96, 144, 802, 504, 1068 
Bristol, 17 

Brooklyn, 728 

Bulawayo, 504 

Burnley, 552 
Burton-on-Trent, 902, 494 
Cairo to Mecca, 98 

Calcutta, 793, 771 

Canada, 424, 514 

Canterbury, 145, 665 

Cape Town, 594 


Traction Notes—continued. а 
сат. 57. 470, 728, 721, 791, 906, 948, 


Carlisle, 809 

Carshalton, 17, 57, 514, 861 

Cavehill and Whitewell, 771, 818 
Chadderton, 57 

Chatham, 98, 145, n 948, 1018, 1060 
Cheltenham, 728, 86 

Cheater, 145 

Cleveland and теже, 840 


. Clydebank, 644, 081 


Cranleigh (Surrey), i 


Datchet, 886 
Dawson on, Mr., 690 
Deal, 644 


Dudley, 146, 906 
8 57, 2 514 


Durban, 17, 652, 906 
Eastbourne, 17, 644 
East Ham, a n 


Molesey. 
Edinburgh ре 108 
EA —Glasgow mono- rail, 221 


82 | 
, at 8,000 volts, 821 
821 


worth, 145, 802 

Farnworth Bolton), 108, 145 
Franoe, 1017 

Gateshead, 504 


Glouceste ‚ 11, E 180, 931, 470, 
noeater, М. 08, 180, 221, тп, 


Gosforth, 160 
Goods traffic and electric, 229 
птоз Eastern Railway and electric, 


Greenock, 17, 145 
Halesowen, 424 


Haslemere—Farnham, тп 
H 907 


astings, 
Heaton Norris, 1069 
Hebden Bridge, 108 
Hendon, 806 
Hertfordshire, 470 
Heston-Isleworth, 145, 869 
Hornsey, 982 
Houghton-le-Spring, 145, 181 
Hounslow on Slough, 859 
Hoddoredel 1 145, 889, 685, 1017, 1069 
a e , , 
Huli, 899 
Ilford, 494, 470 
Ilkeston, 424 
Isle of Man, 17, 181, 614, 559, 518 
Isleworth, 58 
Italy, 145, '884, 728, 1017 
Jarrow, 644, 
Johannesburg, 840, 644 
Johnstone (Renfrewshire), 644, 685 
Kearsley, 840 
Keighley, 17 
Lancaster, 181, о 
Leeds, ry 425, 594, 907 


Levenshulme, 98, 108, 181 
Limeriok, 28, 108 
Live 1, 23, 108, 145, 181, 231, 958, 
4&4, 614, 594, 645, 685, 771, 
ee 17 


Liversedge, 886 
London, aaa 818, 862, 907, 963, 


„ Tilbury and Southend Rail- 
. way and eleotrio, 221 
United, 495, 
L.C.C. electric tramways, 176, 686 


Lorenqo Marques, 886, 594 
Loughborough, 181, 559 
ош о 


Maidenhead, 1 108, 181, 387, 611 


Middlesex, — kr 614, 907, 1069 
Middleton, 808, 340, 470, 514, 552, 645 
Mitcham, 98, 840 

Morley, 728 

Morpeth District, 104 

Motherwell, 494 


Mytholmroyd, 552 
Oldham, 552, 1069 
Neath, 308 


Woolwich, 554, 1018 


[JULY 4, 1902. 


TRacTion Notges—continued, 
bine rur ae 921, 495, 410, 645, 


Paris, 181, 259, 495, 869, 907, 1018 
Parliamentary powers and, 889 


Perch tW A), 986, an 
aari ыбы brakes 104 
Pontypridd, 808, 949 
Port Glasgow, 145 
Potteries, 145 
Preston, 948 


вра es сеа ei Bai 


Ramsgate 

Redruth, 470, 686 

Renfrew, 645 

Rhodesia, 494 

Richmond, 886, 425, 471, 611, 868, 1069 
871, 868 


Rochester, ; 
Romford, in” 


56, 
8t. Helens, 28, 56, 269, 494, 907, 962 
Bale, 104 
Salford, 58, 471, 611, 771, 987 

te, 145 


28 
» Shields, 68, 104, 921, 611, 868 
ae Western Railway Co. and elec- 
trio tramway competition, 
The, 268 
Bouthall, 269 
Bou ton, 28, N : 
Bouth 808, 907, 987 
Бре. 959, 425, 611, 794, 771, 814, 868 


Se a Valley, 886, 471 


ВЕЕ 88 

Button, 28, 145, 222 
Swadlincote, 458.45 
Sweden, 426 907 
Swindon, 104, 145, 558 


Switzerland, 611 
Sydney (N.8.W.), 189 
Teddington, 686 


Third-rail electric, by E. Guarini, 908 
Tipton, 611 

Tooting, 645 

Torquay, 471 

Tramways and the snow, 17 

Teea-side and ao eena 940 

— 1 645, 814 


38 
Vitoria k Embankment Tramways, 689 
үүзлавеу, 02, 00, 436, 471, 515, 814, 863 
5 
n 
West Australia, 411 
„ Bromwich, 94, 425, 471, 615, 611 
» London, 808 
Middlesex, 558 
Weston-super-Mare, 182, 71 
Whitewell, 724, 771 


Wimbledon, 145, 183, 886 

Windsor, 808, 387, 6 

Wolverhampton, 44, 104, 146, 922, 960, 
804, 426, 688, 645, 686, 724, 771, 814, 
907, 987, 1018 

Woodford, 24, 182 


Work, L engines for, 114 
Worthing, 611 i 


Traction, Electric, by Philip Dawson, 
788, 833, 874 


is E de on steam railways, 


ъз Electric, on Steam railways in 
Italy, by Prof. C. A. Carus 


Wilson, 917 

9б failures іп Germany, Storage 
battery, 549 

n station, Bome results of a 
secondary battery in a, 247 


Trade names, 42, 1079 


эз union, The lega! position of a, 
„ unions, The liabilities of, 797 


| 


— ш о _ —R ы — 


. * Ў tye 
МЕ hott 
Ps * Ay "ea y Le" 
1 A ДЕ * 
n 

t 


[ D á ( 
1 

Ж 2 5 . Д 

LONE 


7 " 


— 4m 2 


тз Ж Жыл * 902] > se 


ON m 8 


fc. 


REAA "y 3 ГЕ — n" Е 
2 t TANE Se 

veti i! M ЕА \ ALVE New, 890 

hibit on, 19 ; l At V M as о 
7 2 by the Cooper-Hewitt mercury, 
Vvesey⸗ S., on Electric power 
У "Vibration ox the OD. Railway, 371 

` Victoria tramways, 

ЛАЎ әр Sarre se. steamer, 88. 

oY, | 
“sah ney ghee MO P5290, 808, 

РА 
ALTER'S Rüntgen tus, 
Wees чырын rhe Wwe T pra 
* . N ) ете com- 
A u abis ae „ tube 212 
| 169 Wattmeter, The Westinghouse inte- 
Ру 4 Waves and effect on the human 
ic equipment of the, Electric, by A. Е, Collins, 
Y s 


THE "ELECTRICAL REVIEW INDEX. 


Wedmore, E. on Earth currents 

derived fom lrributing systems, 

Welsh band picked coal, The carbon 
value of, 891 


mines, 910 
Western Electric enclosed arc lamps, 


West Ham contract conditions, 328 
W d ene ny eg СЕ The, 610 


ү] , 
Whitcher, J., on The FEMA labour 


question, 589, m E 
White: P. UR tes and 
managemen t of Чума. Жу} 


Wills, 
e "MOM, M, i 5 же, e 
3 
” telegraphy, of, by G. 
H. W. Sullivan, 


" velegraphy, 


" . * France, 222 


i UT E F PM NITE RE E 
pt. EN 1. * , 
$6 
re d uil. » : i 


1 
Wiring for experimental at the 
ational Physica Laboratory, 
by W. P. 8 928 

„ . Bathu: { Aad 

А More notes on, by F. Broadbent, 

Wol - „ 984, 726, 

Woodbury, F. Р. оп А new эупоһгошеа 
Wooden switch blocks, 


600 
Woodfield, 8., on Resistivity of track 
and essor falla чү Ыы by 
= chemical composition, &c., 


Works 
World's 


ved patent flexible coupling, 


INDEX TO PUBLISHED 


_ 1900. 


APER C. D. (9,568. gu des Piles 
5 Paris), 284; (9,647), 


Adams R Randall Co. (4,527), 668 
Sadenbroose, G. L., and Willans and 
Robinson, Ltd. (9,829), 244 

Aitken, W. (4,287), 628 
о, R. (5,585), 880 
Arnswaldt, Н Н. (4,607), 668 
Atkinson, С. W. (6,261), 964 
"i МУ "M Crossley, W. J. (8,561), 


BAFER H. (7,272), 1084 
Batt, W. eee Chapman, W. T. 


(2,999), 1 
PME R., por re W.,and Parsons, 
Bell, P . and Byng, М, (8,441), 204; 
5,196), 796 e 


„ T. (8,878), 576 
Bell Bellis, Р, M., and Leask, A. R. (9,268), 


Bennett, 8. G. (5,154), 840 
Bent, os n^ ^ ds ates, J. апа W, 


Т ШИ? (6,708), 1004 


(6,188), 964 
Borchers, W. (6,296), 964 
кше Mii and Simons, F. R. (7,108), 


1 
Poupherot P. M. J. (0,588), 284; (9,684), 


Boult, A. J. (5,216), 796 
» A.J. (7,064. C. H. Pieper and 
A. Е. Pieper, U.8.A.), 1044 
Brander, B., and British Electric Works 
Co. (6,028), 964 
Brecher, A., Kittel, A., and SUUM C. 


(5,755), 924 
Bremer, H. (9,559), 284 
British Electric Wo Works Co, and Brander, 
( 

B.T.H. Co 14.6. (4, 248), (628; (4,988), 708; 
60908 W. B. Potter, U. 8. A.), 868; 
(6,693. W. S. Moody), 1004; (5,906. 
C. P. Steinmetz), 924 

Brookes, A. G. ou 80; (8,815), 120 

Brown, E. W. (3,148), 120; (8,144), 120 

n B. G., a id Hearlove, J. A. L. 
(5,649), 880 

Browne, Н. 8., and Benger J. F., of 
Oregon (9 910 640 

Buck, W. Y. (5, 274), 84 

Byng, M., nd Bell, р. G. (8,441), 204; 


U , 


AMBRIDGE Sentinel Manufactur- 
ing Co., Griffiths, E. H., and 
etham, W. C. D. (5,748), 924 
Cassella, L. M. (5,882), 880 
Cassirer, H. (10,823), 462 
Castro, A. de, and Schlomann, H. W. 
(3,703), 40; (3,192), 120 


B., and Hunter, W. B. 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW—INDEX. 


PATENTS. 


Cerebotani, L., and  Moradelli, С. 


(7,082), 1044 
s L., and Silbermann, A. 
(4, 168), 628 
Cerpaux, J. (3,255), 1084 
Chamberlain and  Hookham, and 
Holden, В. H. (8,287), 120 
Chapman, W. (2.697), 190 
i . Parsons, R. C., and 
Belfield, R. (7,285), 1084 
»i W. T. and Batt, W. E. 


| (2,928), 190 
Christensen, Е. 8., and Mengis, M. C. 
(5,693), 924 - 
Clutterbuck, M. C. (5,814), 921 
Coffin, C. L. (6,218), 964; (6,884), 964 
Cohn,A. H., and Geisenberger (6,812), 964 
Coley, R. J., and C. A. Hemingway (4,046), 


көл R. J., and R. F. Collinge (8,949), 
Collinge, R. F., and R. J. Collard (3,949), 


76 
Collings, J. H., pene Hirst, H. (4,500), 668 
Commelin, E. N. and Vian, R. A. (3,753), 


536 
Cooley, J. Е. (6,385), 964 
‚ Н. (2,880), 80 
Cowper-Coles, 8. O. (9,781), 284 
баш, ; W. Ј., and Atkinson, J. (8,561), 


Cutler, I. F. (9,511), 244 


Dev Py von, and Lehner, A. 


(7,392), 1 
David, L. (6,244), 964 
Davies, W. L., and Soames, A. (7,873), 


084 
Day, С. A. (5,178), 796 


Dennen, A., and Lorain, P. A. (9, 279), 


Deri, M. (4,784), 668 (4,785), 668 
Douglas, W. M. (9,492), 244 

Drake, d and Gorham, J. M. (4,157), 
„ B. M., and Nernst Electric Light 


(9 044), 368 
Duncan, T. (10,183), 368; (10,134), 868 
Dundas, H., and Kershaw, P. B. 


(8, 990), 204 
Dussand, C. F. (6,923), 1004 


CKSTEIN, H., and Krause, A. J.D 
(6,794), 1004 
Edwards, W. R. (6,615), 1004 
Еһіеге, J. W. (4,934), 796 
Eklin, W. C. L. (9,458), 244 
Ellis, A., and Smith, W. T. (8,600), 496 
Lochin, R. T., and Richter, C. (2,862), 


Evans, G. (10,270), 453 
„ W. E. (9,339. E. A. Faller and 
J. W. Chisholm, U.S. A.), 244 
Evershed, S., and Evershed & Vignoles 
= (8,534), 004 
Eyre, 8. (9 151), 284 


AGET, G., and Ronge, R. (5,561); 890, 
(5,562), 880 


Farrar, E. H., Reed, I.. C., and Reed, 
ied (8,105) 120; (8,106), 120; (3,107), 


Feeny, V. I. (8,056), 120 

Fell, J. C. (10,318. S. L. Wiegand), 452; 
(10, 319), 452 

Fessenden, К. A. (4,808), 668 ; (4,803), 668 
(6, 808), 964 

Fitzpatrick, 'H. D. (4,230), 628 

Foster, Т., and Vaughan, W.H. (1,070), 
668 


Frank, N. (8,545). 496 


Fremy, E., and Mare, F. de (3,762), 586 
Fricker, G. С., and Mordcy, W. M. 
(2,710), 80 


AERTNER, R. (6,564), 1004 


Gale, W. С. (5,187), 796 
Gardiner, C. C., and Shoecraft, J. (5,389), 
880 


Garl, М. (4,508) 668 
Geisenberger, E., 
(6,312), 964 
Gibbs, G. (9,413), 244 
3? d. W., of New York, U.S.A. (8,532) 
204 


Glover, W. J. (4,461), 668 

Golby, F. W. (4,109), 576 

Gorham, J. M., and Drake, B. M. (4, 167, 
628 

Gouin, J. F., and Nessel, J. (2,767), 80 

Grant, J. (4,921), 708 

Gray, R. K. (5,356), 480 

Griffing, C. E. (10,181), 108 

Griffiths, E. H., Whetham, W. C. D, 
and Cambridge Sentinel Manu— 
facturing Co. 8 924 

Grisson, R. (9,975), 86 

Gumiel, L. (5,524), ken 


and Cohn, A. H. 


| | ААВ, M. (9,331), 244 


Haddan, H. J. (10,273), 45» . 
э H. J., Lindstrom, C. A., Hewitt 
J., and меен T.:(5,821), 880 
Hamblet, J., and Parkes, I. (9,651), 284 
Hansen, H.,of Germany (8, 597), 204 
Harmer, W., aud Schattner, E. 
(7,356), 1084 
Hartley and Kneale, J. C. (7,070), 1044 
Hathaway, J. G. (8, 361), 160 
Hearlove, J. A. L., and Brown, 8. G. 
(5,649), 880 
Heidel, G. (9,397), 244 
Hemingway, С. A., and Coley, R. J., 
(4,046), 576 
Неше, L., and Schonfelder, G. (7,287), 
084 


Hewitt, J., Lindstrom, C. A„ and Hewitt, 
T. (9,973), 324 

„ J., Hewitt, T., Haddan, H. Ja 

and Lindstrom, C. A. (5,321), 


880 
Hill, W. C. (8,501), 204 
Holden, 8. H., and Chamberlain and 
Hookham (3,237), 190 
Holland, T. J., and Laurie, А. P. (5,016), 
^ 


196 | 
Hollub, L. J. P., and Mignal, Н. (7,100), 
1044 | 


1 
Hookham, G., (3,535), 204; (9,760), 284 


[JULY 4, 1902. 


SPECIFICATIONS OF 


Howard, A. J. (4,926), 796 | 

Hughes, C., Paddison, W., and 
Reason, M. E. (3,683. Executors of 
H. Reason, Reason Manufacturing 
Co.), 536 

Hirst, H., and Collings, J. H. (4,500), 668 

Hunter, W. B., and Boutillier, J. B. 
(6,188), 964 

Husselman, 8. B. (9,464), 244 


1 E. (9,971), 368 


e 

James, Н. V, (6,878), 1004 

Janisch, J. C. (6,826), 1004 

Joel, Н. Е. St 612), 284 

Johnson, J. Y. (2,788), 80 

w. C. 4, and Wunderlich, A. 

(3,108), 120 

Jones, W, T. (6,478), 1004 

Jung, C., Brecher, A., and Kittel, A. 
(5,755), 924 

Justice, Р. M. (4,199), 623 ; (6,158), 964; 
(5,204. Columbia and Electric 
Vehicle Co., U.S.A.), S80 


I ELVIN, Baron, W. "Thomson 
(3,937), 576 

Kennedy, P. (5,232), 810 

Kershaw, P. D. W., and Dundas, H. 
(8,390), 204 | 

Kharkala, R. H., and Muirhead, A. 
(3,968), 576 

Killip, J. H. (9,212), 244 

Kingsbury, J. E. (10,124), 368 

Kitsee, ЇЧ. (10,071), 868 

Kittel, A., Brecher, A, and Jung, C. 
(5,755), 924 

Kneale, J. C., and Hartley (7,070), 1044 

Krause, A. J. D., and Eckstein, Н. 
(6,794), 1004 

Krayn, R. (9,879), 324 ; (10,137), 408 

Krull, J. II. F. (3,922), 576 

Kugel, M. (2,994), 120 

Kuhistein, E., and J. Vollmer (4, 122), 


576 


Ti W. C., and Marr, J. (4,719), 


Lake, H. H. (4,269), 628; (4, 268), 668 
» Н. Н. (7, 183. 8. D. Washburn 
and C. Tinkhau), 1044 
„ W. R. (10,065), 368 
Lamkin, A. E. (5,187), 840 
Tamme, B. G. (6,948), 1044 
Lamprecht, R. de (4,198), 628 
Lamson Pneumatic Tube Со. and 
Jenney, R. T. (6,150), 964 
Langton, J. (5,698), 924 
Larkin, J. В. (9,836), 324 
Laurie, A. P., and Holland, T. J. (5,016), 
796 
Lea, J., and Taylor, J. (9 s 284 
Leask, "A. R., and Bellis, P. M. (9,203), 
244 
Lecarme, J., and Lecarme, L. (8,203), 
120 
Lehfeldt, R. H. (6,499), 1004 
Lehner, A., and Datiber, A. von (7,802), 
1081 


b 


РА 


- 


JULY 4, 1902.]` 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW—INDEX. 


xi 


Licoln, J. C. (4,883), 668 


Lághttoot, J. (4,706), 668 
Lindstrom, С. A. (5,764), 994 
T C. A., ewitt, T. and Hewitt, 
J. (9,878), 834 
10 C. A., Hewitt, J., Hewitt, 
T., and Haddan, H. J. 


bardi, M. (9,138), 244 
porum d P. A., and Dennery, A. (9,279), 
i 15 а.ч 
тёр J. os el Ж Е. Bedell, U. B. A.), 


Larwa, J. . 
Lund ell. R. ат U. S. A. ). 964 


cMULLEN, J. A. (10,214), 408 
McTighe, T. J. en, 264 ; (9,768), 94 
ni, А. (508m 6 


Mare, F. de, and 


say, Е. (8,762), 596 
Marr, J. and Laidler, V С, (4,719), 668 
Mars, F. de, (3,588) 


Mengis, M. C. 89 05 190; (5,008), 796 
oe nsen, F. 8. 


KC 
Mershon, R. D. (2,700), 40 
Миы, H., and Hollub, L. J. P. (7,100), 


ER 


Mone G. W. (9,962), 368 
Moradalli, С. „ and Cerebotani, L. (7,082) 


Mordes 1 8 mt and Fricker, G. C. 


кй 
Muller, A. (4,680), 668 
Murphy, J. 1 1044 
Murray, D. (10,142), 408 


ERNST Electrio Lá and Drake, 
М. oan, 268 . 
- Electric Light and Shep- 
E. G. (9,982), 868 


Neasel, J., and Gouin, J. F. (2,767), 80 
Newell, F. C. (9,061), 944; (10,074), 368 


8. A. ), 688 
Nisbett, G. Н. 450, 668; (5,786), 924 


on G. H. (6,084. C. E. May), 
Oldfield, J. W. (8,983), 976 


- 


DISON, V Wa Haghes, H. C., and 
5 аре Exeoutors 


Я Reason Manu- 
facturing Co.), pd 
Parker, Е. T. (4,818), 708 


- 


Parkes, I., and Hamblet J. (9,654), 984 
Parr, С. D. A. (4,885), 708 
Parsons, С. A. and б. G. Stoney (9,208), 


» В. 65 Belfleld. R., and Chap- 
man, W. (7,285), 1084 
Paul, M. (9,110), 944 
Pelour, A. (9, А 
Perdrisat, С. (8,264), 120 
Ploeg, J. van der agra 453 


Preece, T, (10,172), 408 


Ои H. (5,496), 880 


R, © (6,668), 1008 (6,560), 1004 


Rawlings, J. J., and Rawlings, W. R. 

(4,869), 668 

Reason, M. E., Paddison, W., and 

Hughes, H.C. (8,083. Execu- 

tors of H. Reason, Reason 
epist edat A Co.), 586 


апа Wright, | 


Малу 
' RO NUS ko А 
Robbe, P. Р. 66 47051 ; 
Reed, L., Reed, W. B., and Farrar, H. 
Н. (3,106), 120; (8,106), 120 ; (8,107), 
Richter C., and Eschier, R. T. (2,862), 
Rieter, E. H. (2,702), 40 
Ronge, R., and Faget, G. (5,561), 880; 


563), 


ANDER, E. (8,781), 586 | 
Bano J. F., 9 а and Browne, 
Schade, W. 445,608 


Schattner, B., and Harmer, T. W. 
(7.856), 

Schlomann, H. W., and Castro, A. de 
(8,708), 40; 


(8,192), 190 
Behonfelder, G., and Henne, L. (7,987), 


Schwazenbaoh. J, (6,287), 964 
Sheppard W. нб {7 924 


өррыд, 40.888 d) and Nernst Electric 
mnt t, Sana Sardines: C. C. (5,889), : 


Sboolbred, D. (4,866), 668 

Short, В. (7,098), 104 

Siemens Bros. & Co. (6,488. 
and Hatake), 1004 

Sab 0 65 „ and Cerebotani, L. 

‚ 8 

Simons, F. R. and Bosch, R. (7,108), 

1044 


Skaple, F. (6,496), 1004 
Smith, M. H. (5,848), 924 
T., and Ellis, A. 
Soames, a and Davies, W 
1084 


Soc. Anon 
| mobiles Mors (2,883), 120 


Siemens 


ысу буы 
L. (7,878), 


Thom 8. P. (9 
„em: , ar rita 


Wierre, A. (8, 


e d'Electricite et d'Auto- 


Spence, W. L. (6,714), 1004 

Sperry, Е. A. (5 9 924 

Spooner, А. Е. (8,258 ), 120; (6,198), 964 
Stanley, E. (5,767), 880 

Steele, J. J. (6.901), 1 1044 
Btein, М. (6,540), 1004 

Stockwell, A. G. (9,084), 244 

Stoney, кл 9 and Parsons, C. A, 


ater 18 M 710,020), зөв; (8,894), 516 

Btrachan, R . e 7 (6,290), 964 
Strecker, О. С. (6,701), 1004 
Swindell, Н. С. (4,858), 668 


AYLOR, J., and Lea, J. (9,744), 984 


594. H. Becker). 
204; { БАУ 196; (5,208), 


| N (6,500) 
5 P. (6,974. С. Coerper, 
. , 1044 
- W. Р. 200. M. A. 
| Molan lin), 1084 
Thomson, B (5,088 
V., Baron Kelvin (8,987), 576 


Tiademan, Р P, J. 8. (5,710), 924 
Tolehard, F. T. (6, 798), 1004 
Tribelhorn, А, (7 1873), 1064 
Truedean, J. А, C. (5,227), 934 


7 ARLEY, R. (7,108) 1044 
Sanghan, W. H., and Foster, T. (4,570), 


Viau, дам and Commelin, E. N. (8,758), 


Vogt, C. (6,704), 1004 


WV ALEER, W. (4,672), 668 


Weinberger, M. (9,288), 244 
Welsbach, C. A. von (7,210), 1084 
Westinghouse Brake vu Ltd. ( 24 
F. С. Newell and 
U. oh 160 ; (6,191. F. с. Newell)! 


Weston. E. (8,124), 120 
Whetham, W. C. D., Cambrid ndje Benide 
Manufacturing Co., 
E. Н. (5,748), 924 
1), 120 
Willans & Robinson, 220 ска Айдер. 
brooke, G. L. (9,299 
Wise, W. L. nnt: 616 
э, [I] (1 0 2 9. Lux'sche дань 
triewerke Acti 
\ | sohaft; 5 tens. 
Rhine, German 


Wilson, C. E., x О. 8.A. (10,912), 408 452; 


(10,8124 
Wojniewioz, h (3, 9 120 
ood, W. O. (4,842), 708 
Worsley, Р. 8. (9,780), 284 
Wright, A. (5,599), 
" A., por Reason Маша 
Со. (9,746), 284; (8,918), 576; 
(4 (685), 668; (5, 046), 796 
onca tan iod A., ane. Johnson, W. C. 
08), 120 


ATES, J. and W., and Bent, J. В. 
(6,167), 796 


Young, С. I. (4,887), 668 


5 E. (5,994). 88 


N | 
PATBNTS EXPIRING 


(JANUARY 1902—JUNE 1903) 


э 


A ВЕ C. D.(866. Biemens& Halske), 


lom F., and Paccaud, E. (1,989). 


[ropas 8. 2. de (2,816), 408 


| forran, w. (8,968), 408 


983 J. Y. (1,8514), 408 


А Ј.Ү. (1,851. Mp eu 
phone Co 


К^?” а, (4,845), 408 


АКЕ, Н. Н. (2,240), 408; (6,481), 840 
(6,802), 840; (6,481, N. Tesla), 408 


\ 


MvBUnx, J. C. (1,849), 408 
N USSBAUM, G. A. (6,961), 840 
Pꝰ gur, E., and Borel, F. (1,968), 


n W. P. qai 
(7,849), 840; (7,850), 840 пай, 
40; (7,862. G. Westinghouse), 840 


Н) 


Index 


T XX Е 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


VoL. L. 


CONTENTS: 
Sanding of the Streets iss 1 
Three-Phase Distribution for Power and Lighting (illus. ) We 3 
Electrical Progress and Legislation: The Need of Revision. 5 
The Factory and Workshop Act, 1901  ... we. 06 
Electric Car Equipments and their Maintenance oe 7 
The Size and Weight of Spheres ... 8 
The Testing and Management of Electric Motors (lustrated) 
(continued) .. 


The Transformation of the Underground Railway. =], 9 10 
English, American and Continental Steam Engineering Yeh: EL 
The Disaster on the ен Overhead ae с TEE 
Legal sd s de 
Correspondence: — 
The Crawford-Voelker Lamp Tests . sis -— .. 18 
From a Man at the Front . 13 
The Testing and Management of Electric Motors .. . 13 
Examination Tests for Electrical PORSE as ie 18 
Aluminium i EN —. 14 
Glasgow Exhibition Power Department " eT . 14 
The Tramway Junction at Sheffield. vs ded —. 14 
Business Notes s 14 
The Central Exchange of the London Post Office Telephones 
( Mustrated) (continued) 18 
Machine Tools at the е Glasgow Exhibition п (а) (continued) 21 
City Notes  ... 28 
Traffic Receipts vis Кр m е es к .. 30 
Stocks and Shares ... dé m ies .. 80 
Share List of Electrical Companies t ve is .. 31 
Market Quotations ... T im mee O 
Metal Market. —Fluctuations i in December ma he 9 39 
Current Specifications. CLX XXVI. v T9 dis . 33 
Light Railways pis 34 
oce Progress and Legislation : The Need of Revision 
35 
The Batten Patent Rectifier (illustrated) .. 885 e. 37 
The Dynamo as an ö to the Blast Furnace Р .. 38 
Reviews m" - .. 39 
New Patents i TT т *. 40 
Abstracts of Published Specifications " 63 e .. 40 
THE 


UNIVERSAL ELECTRICAL DIRECTORY 


1802 Edition 
NOW IN PREPARATION. 


NEW MATTER AND CORRECTIONS SHOULD 
BE SENT IN AT ONCE. 


Н. ALABASTER, GATEHOUSE & CO, 
4. Ladgate . TRAFON; Е.0. 


Tae ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


Published every FRIDAY, Price 4d. 
The Oldest Weekly Electrical Paper. Established 1872. 
nora BY ORDER FROM ANY NEWSAGENT IN TOWN OR COUNTRY. 


OFFICE :—4, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, E.O. 


Telegraphic Address: Aazkxay, Loxpox." Code, А BC, 
Telephone No. 983 Holborn. 
ALL Letters should be addressed to the Proprietors, Н. Alabaster, Gatehouse & Ce. 
ADVERTISEMENT RATES ON APPLICATION. 


Phe * Electrical Review la the recognised medium of the Electrical Trades, 
ARD HAS 
BY FAR THE LARGEST CIRCULATION 
of any Electrical Industrial Paper in Great Britain. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES.—In Great Britain, Post Free per Year, 19s. 6d. To 
all other countries, per Year, £1 10s. 

BINDING.—Subscribers’ numbers bound, including case, for 4s. each volume. 

CASES.—Cloth Cases for Binding can be had, price 2s. 6d. each. 


READING CASES, to hold from One to Twenty-six Numbers until the volume 
is complete for Bind can now be had from the Publishers, Price 6s., or Free 
by Post (in Great Britain), 6e. 6d. 


FOREIGN AGENTS.— New York: D. Ули NosTRAND, 98, Murray Street. 
Paris: Vxuvz J. BorvRAU, 22, Rue de la Banque. Berlin: AsHER & Co., 18 
Unter den Linden. 

Cheques and Postal Orders (on Chief Office, London), to be made »*wable te 
Mr, H. ALABASTER, 4, Ludgate Hill, E.O, | 


JANUARY 8, 1902. 


No. 1,258. 


SANDING OF THE STREETS. 

THE case of Fitzgerald v. Dublin United Tramway Com- 
pany, which was recently heard in the Irish Court of 
Appeal, and which was reported in the Jrish Daily Inde- 
pendent for December 20th, 1901, involved the decision of 


ga very important point in connection with the sanding of 


streets by electric tramway companies. Our readers may 


. recollect that in these columns about a year ago we published 


a report of a case in which the Dublin United Tramway 
Company were prosecuted for neglecting to put sand on the 
track between the rails in slippery weather. They were 
convicted, and on appeal the Irish Divisional Court 
eventually held them liable. As they were unable to carry 
that case to a higher Court, the case under notice is in the 
nature of a test action to be taken to the House of Lords. 
The facts were shortly these :—Suit was brought by a Mr. 
Fitzgerald to recover damages for injury sustained by him 
in a carriage accident caused, as it was alleged, by the 
slippery state of the track between the rails. The jury 
before whom the case was heard in the first instance, found 
that the street was in a dangerous condition from this cause, 
but that there was nothing wrong with the fabric of the 
road, They awarded the plaintiff £1,000. The defendants 
took the case to the Irish Court of Appeal. The case for 
the appellants was shortly this:— That there was no 
statutory duty upon them to sand or otherwise attend to 
the surface of the streets, and that therefore they were not 
liable ; they admitted that sand was necessary to keep the 
road in the good condition referred to in the statute, but 
they said that the obligation was on the Corporation of Dublin 
as road authority and not on themselves. The respondent, on 
the other hand, contended that Section 87 of the com- 
pany's private Act of 1897, imposed upon them the duty at 
all times, and at all seasons, to keep the surface of their line 
in such a state that it should not, even by atmospheric con- 
ditions, be rendered so slippery as to be a danger to ordinary 
traffic. After hearing lengthy arguments on either side, the 
Irish Court of Appeal gave judgment for the plaintiff. Lord 
Justice FitzGibbon, in the course of his judgment, said :— 
“The rights and duties of the tramway company in respect 
of the portion of the streets they use for their own under- 
taking were created by statutes which gave them a limited 
right to use in the streets in consideration of their main- 
taining them in a prescribed manner for the use of the 
public. So long as the company confine themselves to the 
exercise of that statutory right of use, and perform the 
statutory obligations of maintenance, they cannot become 
liable in an action. If they fail in that duty, and danger to 
the public is caused thereby, I see no reason to doubt that 
any individual member of the public, suffering an injury by 
the plaintiff's default, can recover damages. . It 
is immaterial to discuss the liability of the Corporation of 
Dublin in this case.” Referring to the 37th Section of the Com- 
pany's private Act, he said :—“ I am inclined to think that the 
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immediate object of that section was to prevent the company 
having any right to use the streets in any sort of preferential 
way which would interfere with ordinary traffic: and that 
‘paving,’ as expressly mentioned in that and other sections 
of the Act, must include the ordinary materials of the road 
upon which the ordinary traffic travels. It is impossible 
to exclude ‘the surface’ from ‘the paving,’ nor can the 
company be relieved from the duty of maintaining that 
surface in good condition and repair, so as not to be a danger 
to the ordinary traffic. A similar duty is im- 
posed on them by the Tramways Act, which is incorporated 
with their private Act. Thus from the beginning 
and as to one and all of the Tramways Acts, it has been a 
condition of the user of this tramway by the defendants that 
they shonld at their own expense at all times’ maintain 
the roads in good condition, paved in such a way as the road 
authority shall direct. That duty was deliberately left un- 
performed by the defendants at the time and place of the 
injury to the plaintiff. His right to compensation seems to 
me to be clear. As to frost and snow causing 
slipperiness, I hold that the company’s liability must be 
qualified by reasonable limitations—that is, it is not an 
obligation to insure against all dangers and accidents, I hold 
it is only their duty to take all reasonable precautions to 
construct the road properly. In this case their 
offence was aggravated by disregard of the directions of the 
road authority. In my opinion they are liable, 
and I think this appeal should be dismissed with costs.” 
The other members of the Court having concurred, a stay 
of execution was granted on certain terms pending an 
appeal to the House of Lords. 


The importance of this decision becomes apparent when 
we recollect that nearly all tramway companies, both in this 
country and in Ireland, are governed by provisions similar 
to those under discussion in this case. Before the introduc- 
tion of electricity as a motive power, it was to the interest of 
the tramway companies to keep their part of the roadway 
іп as good order as possible. Upon the departure of horses, 
it became no longer necessary to lay sand on the spaces 
between the rails, no matter how inclement the weather. 
Seeing that in many streets where tramways run, the greater 
part of the roadway is taken up with the track, it is obvious 
that this duty imposes an unfair tax upon the electric tram- 
way companies. We are not surprised that the present case 
was strenuously fought, as in the course of the former pro- 
ceedings, it was stated that it would cost at least £2,000 a 
year to provide sufficient sand for the purpose of keeping the 
Dublin streets in proper order. 


Assuming that the decision of the Irish Court of Appeal 
will be upheld in the House of Lords, we anticipate that 
many other serious questions may arise on the construction 
of the section which has imposed this liability upon the 
Dublin United Tramways. Thus if the laying:of sand is 
necessary for the purpose of keeping streets in good order 
and repair, it may be argued that sweeping, watering, and 
general scavenging come ander the same head. This 
argument was naturally used by counsel for the Dublin 
Tramway Company ; but the Chief Justice brushed it aside, 
with the observation that only reasonable precautions for 
safety need be taken by the company in endeavouring to 
fulfil their statutory duty. It is clear to anyone who reads 


the Tramway Act of 1870, that at that time no legislator 
ever contemplated that trams would be run through the streets 
without the aid of lorses. The private Acts which give powers 
to the electric companies, contain no definition of ** good 
order and repair ; " they follow the words of the public Act 
without any material alteration. What is the consequence ? 
Precautions which the companies have been taking for their 
own protection, have now assumed the role of a statutory 
duty; by an ingenious extension of the meaning of an 
expression in an Act of Parliament electric tramway com- 
panies must conform to, and faithfully carry out, any in- 
structions given to them by the road authority, who may say 
“ Unless you water your part of the roadway in the summer, 
we shall prosecute you for not keeping the road in proper 
condition." Some local authorities delight in placing a 
burden on the shoulders of companies who own an under- 
taking which they would like to work on their own account. 
Bitter experience has taught the private undertaker ” 
what fierce opposition he has to meet, with on the part of the 
local authority in his district which is anxious to purchase 
his undertaking in furtherance of the “glorious” principle 
of municipal trading. 

The recent case of Wigham, Richardson & Co. v. The 
Walker Urban District Council* afforded a useful illustration 
of this. In that case the plaintiff company's works occupied 
ground on either side of a highway running through the 
Council's district. For convenience, the plaintiffs had laid 
a tunnel under the highway, beneath which they placed 
certain electric cables. At the request of the Council they 
filled up the tunnel (the Council having complained that it 
was а danger to the highway), but left their mains in situ 
quo ante, The Council brought an action in the Chancery 
Division claiming a declaration that they were entitled to 
have the mains removed. At the hearing it was admitted 
that their object was to prevent the plaintiff company, who 
are probably the largest ratepayers in Walker, from using a 
private supply of electricity instead of that which the 
Council] were able to furnish under their provisional order ! 
We are glad to say that in this instance the local authority 
were foiled, as the Court refused to make any declaration. 

So with tramway companies. The natural result of 
working electric tramway systems under obsolete statutes, 
which were drafted to meet the requirements of horse 
traction, has been to place undue power in the hands of the 
local authority. Were that power judiciously and fairly 
wielded, there could be no complaint; but sad experience 
has amply demonstrated the possibilities of “municipal 
blackmail.” 


THE paper read a few weeks ago by 

4 Critical Speeds, Messrs, Frith and Lamb before the Man- 
chester Section of the Institution of Elec- 

trical Engineers, considered the effect of the repeated impulses 
of the driving power upon a shaft when such impulses happen 
to coincide with the period of oscillation of the shaft itself. 
Considering a shaft as a torsion member fixed at one end and 
carrying a double ballistic pendulum to represent the fly- 
wheel or generator, it is evident that if the pendulum be 
deflected through a given angle producing torsion in the 
shaft, it will, when released, be carried by the elasticity of 


* The ELECTRICAL Review, November 8th and 15th, 1901. 
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the shaft nearly as far in the direction opposite to the original 


stress, and will so oscillate back and forth many times before 


coming finally to rest. This, say the authors, in effect, 
is practically the condition of an engine shaft which is 
put under stress and torsion by each steam impulse. The 
crank is pushed a small angle ahead of the fly-wheel. 
The elasticity of the shaft recovers this small angle 
and reverses it, so that when next the steam pressure 
comes on the piston there is a cumulative effect, and 
the torsion angle is greater at each successive impulse 
until finally the shaft breaks. This, it is, argued will be the 
result when the period of oscillation of a shaft coincides 
with the frequency of the steam impulses. Obviously when 
there is not synchronism, the shaft torsion is only that 
proper to one impulse. There is no cumulation of effort. 
Such being the case, if a shaft were found to be in danger, it 
could be rendered safe by one of the following means :— 

(a) Its length exposed to torsion could be changed so as to alter 
the period of oscillation. 

(b) Its diameter could be altered, preferably by way of increase, 
so as to change the period of oscillation. 

(c) The engine speed could be changed so as to destroy the 
Bynchronism. 

(d) The fly-wheel or direct-coupled generator could be changed to 
alter the period of the “ pendulum." 


It appears to us that in the case of engines with more 
than one crank, the division of the crank. angle unevenly 
would have the surest effect in killing the effects anticipated. 
It is quite possible there may be something in the idea, but 
it is probable that even then the calculation of the synchronism 
is hardly possible for lack of data, though perhaps there 
might be an experimental determination of the period of 
oscillation for every case. A word of warning might not 
be misplaced. The practical engineer who has had engines 
to run, will not relish an addition to the fine-drawn 
theories that are flung at him to account for the breakage 
of a too obviously weak crankshaft. Crankshafts of direct- 
coupled sets have failed so often, and so notoriously, from 
weakness, that a scientific explanation will be quite welcome 
to those who too persistently adhere to old-fashioned methods 


or views of stresses, and decline to accept Wohler. We. 


would rather ‘advocate a study of reversed stress action before 
undertaking the new thory of periodic synchronism. 


The Duff Gas Producer.—The Duff gas producer was 
shown at Glasgow Exhibition supplying gas tothe Stirling boiler. This 
producer has a central inclined grate of A form, the air and steam to 
feed it coming in under the grate. At each side there із a free 
opening to a water bottom, which forms a seal and a clinkering pit. 
The whole producer measures 12 ft. diameter x 11 ft. 6 in. high. 
It is fed with fuel through two hoppers; these are on the top, and 
the gas is drawn off near the top at the side. The fuel hoppers 
have bells and slide doors. The clear space inside the brick lining 
measures 74 ft. x 9 ft. The total grate area is 40 sq. ft., and the 
capacity of the producer is 15 cwt. of slack per hour. The central 
grate is a good idea, because it safeguards against the common fault 
of excess of air escaping directly upward to the outlet. From the 
producer the gas is led off to the boiler, and enters a transverse flue be- 
low the back of what would usually be the grate surface. Itescapesfrom 
this flue by a series of slots into a mixing chamber, 3 ft. x 2 ft. 5 in., 
where it is mixed with air from another flue. There is a small 
grate for coal, sometimes used in conjunction with the gas. The 
mixed air and gas combined in a clear flame, and the results are stated 
to have been good. Gas firing ought to be done with heated air, 
and the water-tube boiler should prove more efficient than a plain 
shell boiler for abstracting the heat from a colourless tlame. No 
information is available as to whether the tubes of the boiler suffer 
from any deposit of soot and.dirt. At sea this is the usual great 
trouble with water-tubes, aud it has been proposed to add scrapers, 
as in Green's economiser. In the Babcock marine boiler clean- 
Ing is done by means of а pipe 11 in. diameter, with nipples spaced 
between each row of tubes. The pipe moves through a rauge of 120? 
on its axis, and the cleaning is claimed to be efficient. There is a 
peculiar deposit in all boilers using bituminous coal, which is too 
gummy to be:removed, either by scrapers or by a steam jet. 
Probably produeer gas, well made, and free from hydro-carbons, 
will not produce such a deposit. 


THREE-PHASE DISTRIBUTION FOR POWER 


AND LIGHTING. 
By SYDNEY WOODFIELD. 


WirH the present knowledge of three-phase working, it 
appears strange that its merits for lighting and power dis- 
tribution are so little known in this country, as for trans- 
mission and conversion into either low tension alternating or 
continuous currents it presents no difficulties whatsoever, but 
on the other hand, affords a complete solution of the problem 


of supplying lighting, and within fairly wide limits, power 


also, for central and outlying districts. 

Three-phase systems are now being largely put down on 
the Continent and in America for power and lighting, while 
in this country high frequency single-phase systems are still 
put down ; such systems are fatal to the commercial success 
of the undertaking, and in time must be replaced by the 
polyphase system. | | | 

Generators can now be built for 10,000 volts or more in 
machines of moderate sizes, with a cost of only 6 or 7 per 
cent. more than for machines of half that voltage, the extra 
cost covering the additional insulation required. A 10,000- 
volt machine is just as reliable as a 5,000-volt one, as the 
same factor of safety is allowed in both cases. 

In using the higher voltage, however, the cost of cables 
becomes heavy, for, according to the Board of Trade regula- 
tions, the insulation thickness for a 10,000-volt cable must 
not be less than 4 in. between any conductors, or between 
conduciors and the lead (the B.O.T., however, sanctioned 
+ in. for the Glasgow tramway cables, working at a pressure 
of 6,500 volts), and as practically all high tension cables are 
insulated with impregnated paper, and so require to be lead 
covered, it will be seen that the lead itself will cost no 
inconsiderable amount; adding to this, the large size of 
ducts required, and the extra cost of laying, the total sum. 
will be a pretty substantial amount. | 

It is doubtful whether the Board of Trade would allow 
ány method of laying other than the solid system for this 
potential, and the author estimates the cost of a 0°1 sq. in. 
three-core stranded paper cable, including laying, excavating, 
troughing, &c., at about 20s. per yard. 

It is unnecessary to enter into the relative merits of the 
various frequencies to be used, as each has its own particular 
Sphere, but for lighting and power distribution a frequency 
of 40 cycles per second may be taken as a good all round 
standard. | 

The advantage of the three-phase system for distribution 
for lighting and power work lies in the fact that it can be 
economically used for transmission over considerable dis- 
tances, and thus a central station can do a large amount of 
business by supplying power to the outlying factories and 
mills, and in the supply of small lighting plants in the out- 
lying districts. Another advantage lies in the fact that 
rotary converters can be operated, and direct current for 
tramways or light railways can be produced, or direct current 
may be required for lifts, hoists, &c., or for electrolytic 
work. The disadvantage of the two-phase system, as com- 
pared with the three-phase, taking first the two-phase three- 
wire system, is that for a definite amount of power to be 
transmitted at a definite pressure with a given loss, the 
amount of copper is considerably in excess of that required 
for the three-phase system under the same conditions, and, 
moreover, the system on inductive load is very difficult, if 
not practically impossible, to operate. 

The two-phase four-wire system possesses similar disadvan- 
tages to the two-phase three-wire as regards copper, but for 
lighting solely is fairly satisfactory, while on inductive load 
the operation is difficult. It will be seen that such a system 
must be divided into groups or sets of groups, this division 
naturally overcoming many advantages, and, moreover, it 
becomes necessary to control each group by means of an 
induction regulator, as the load factor of the various groups 
may be entirely different owing to the peculiarities of the 
different neighbourhoods into which the groups run, con- 
sequently, to keep constant pressure adjustment on each 
group requires careful attention.“ | ia 

With a two-phase generator both groups are of course 
influenced by the same field, although, as stated above, they 
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are subject to ent/rely independent variations. In the dis- 
cussion set forth below it must. not be forgotten that a 
threc-phase generator is capable of taking 75 per cent. of its 
rated capacity on one phase with normal heating, and this 
single-phase load is to all intents and purposes as great as 
that which could be carried by a machine of equal weight 
and cost, if it had been specially designed for single-phase 
work. It might possibly be suggested that the above 
reduction of output would be sufficient reason for using a 
balaneed two or three-phase system; a little consideration, 
however, will show that this is not the case, since the cost of 
direct coupled generators of the same frequency is practically 
dependent on the speed. Thus a 500-KW. alternator of slow 
speed costs very little more than a 400-Kw. alternator, the 
difference certainly being less than half the proportionate 
difference of the ratings. 

If the generator is connected * star" fashion, and is used 
as a single-phase machine, two-thirds of the windings are 
active, and the placing of these active coils is practically the 
same as would be arranged for, assuming the machine to be 
designed for single-phase working. In the first system of 
three-phase distribution for power and lighting the gene- 
rators are connected star fashion, with a fourth wire 
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taken from the neutral point; this system is used by the 
Chicago Edison Company for the outlying districts of 
Chicago, and also at Cincinnati, Toledo, &c. 

In the Chicago system the potential between line wires is 
4,000 volts, and between any line wire and neutral about 2,300 
volte. Fromthestation three-phase feedersare run, each capable 
of supplying 500 Kw. or more, these long feeders delivering 
power to areas, say, of a couple of miles in radius; through 
each of these districts a three-phase 4,000-volt network is 
cgrried, suchwise that all consumers may be connected by 
short single-phase branches tapped off from one outside wire 
and the neutral. The necessary transformation is done by 
means of an ordinary transformer wound for 2,800 volts 
primary and the declared voltage on the secondary; this 
transformer either supplies an individual customer or a small 
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local three-wire secondary network, the various branches 
being arranged to give a balance as near as possible. When 
motors are required to be operated, they may be run from 
the three-phase mains, “ delta " connected transformers рге- 
férably being used, or, perhaps, better still, a three-phase 
transformer, as this would be a very good balancer. It 
would be advisable (in fact, the Board of Trade require 
it) to earth the neutral wire in order that no potential differ- 
ence other than that for which it is designed should be 
thrown on the transformer. This system, which is shown 
in fig. 1, is so connected together that motors can be 
operated with | ractically no effect on the lighting. 

The Commonwealth Company, of Chicago, have arranged 
their feeders so that they can be switched on to either of the 
three outside wires and the neutral, and any feeder can, if 
desired, be independently regulated. 


Another system which may prove advantageous in certain 
cases is the four-wire low tension three-phase system, as 
shown in fig. 2. 

In this case the primaries of the transformers are con- 
nected ** delta fashion, while the secondaries are connected 
“star” fashion, the neutral being carried to the common 
connection, and the lights being connected between one of the 
outside wires and the neutral wire: these are balanced as 
nearly as possible, while motors are connected to“ delta“ 
eonnected transformers across the three line wires. 

It wil be found that for the same lamp voltage, this 
system is more economical than the three-wire direct 
current system. If lighting is required outside the four-wire 
low-tension network, this can be done by running single-phase 
feeders (as shown on the right of fig. 2) from опе side of the 
three-phase mains, these various branches being balanced as 
nearly as possible. It will be found, however, to be better 
practice to run out large three-phase mains with single-phase 
branches, these branches being made as short as possible, so 
that the loss in each is cut down toa minimum. When the 
system is laid out on the above lines, motors can be 
operated with little or no effect on the lights, since a single 
motor would only be a very small part of the load taking 
current from the network from which it is operated. The 
above system is in operation at Salt Lake City, Utah. 


- Pia. 3. 


A third system (fig. 3) is that of low-tension distribution 
by the single-phase three-wire system in the central districts 
of a town or city taken from one side of a three-phase 
generator, the generator potential being adjusted only as 
regards the three-wire network, and the remaining two phases 
being used to operate lighting outside the low-tension three- 
wire network, these feeders being regulated by means of 
potential regulators, either operated by hand or auto- 
matically. 

A third wire may be run into these outside districts if 
there be any demand for power for motors. In this 
system no regard is paid to balancing the load on the gene- 
rators, except that the ontside lighting is divided approxi- 
mately between the two phases, which are not used for the 
three-wire single-phase low-tension network. 

The voltage of the outside feeders can always be shown by 
а suitable compensating voltmeter. 

In most towns or cities the greatest load is situated in the 
central district, and can thus be run from an inter-connected 
single-phase low-tension system, the regulation being adjusted 
to give the best results for this district; thus the most 
important part is the best regulated. 

As all motors, whether of the asynchronous or synchronous 
type, and rotary converters will take their load from the 
least-used phase, since this phase has the highest potential 
difference, they will consequently diminish the unbalancing 
of the generators; they will also disturb the potential of the 
lighting phase less than it otherwise would be disturbed, if 
the motors took a large part of their power from that phase. 
In certain cases, as, for instance, where a single-phase 
system already exists, the two-phase system may be suggested 
ав the only way of using the cables already laid, more espe- 
cially if these be of the concentric type (concentric cables 
are out of the question for satisfactory results with three- 
phase working), but the author would suggest that the ex- 
cellent results obtained from the three-phase system for 
power and lighting over considerable areas, and the disad- 
vantages accruing from the two-phase system, would make 


‚ careful study of the whole problem necessary, and it will 
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be found that even in the event of having to pull out 
several miles of concentric cable, the balance will lie with 
the three-phase system. 

As much has been said regarding the use of induction 
potential regulators, it may not be out of place to give a 
brief description of this useful piece of apparatus. 

An induction regulator is very similar to an induction 


motor, the primary winding being placed on the movable 


core, whilst the secondary is placed on tbe stationary core; 
the primary is connected in shunt across the mains, whilst 
. the secondary is in series with the mains, The potential in 
each phase of the secondary winding is constant, but, by 


varying the relative positions of the primary and secondary, 


the effective voltage of any phase of the secondary can be 
varied from maximum boosting to zcro, and so on to maxi- 
mum lowering. The coils are former-wound, and insulated 
in а similar manner to the coils of induction motors. The 
method of operating is either by hand or by а motor; in 
the first case, the movable core is rotated by means of a 
hand-wheel, but when the regulator has to be operated from 
a distance, a small motor is arranged for driving the core 
through a suitable gearing. 

The motor can be either a polypbase or continuous current 
one, and is controlled by a small double-pole, double-throw 
switch, thus throwing the switch in one direction lowers the 
voltage, and zice versá. In order, however, to stop the 
motor on reaching the limits of regulation when moving in 
either direction, a limiting switch is provided, which opens 
the switch automatically. The efficiency of these regulators 
is somewhat higher than that of an induction motor of the 
same capacity, but as they have no moving parts to create 
a draught, they cannot, except in small sizes, be made self- 
cooling ; for the larger sizes they sre made for oil or air- 
blast cooling, depending on which i8 most convenient for the 
work on which they are being used. 


ELECTRICAL PROGRESS AND LEGISLA- 
TION: THE NEED OF REVISION. 


[COMMUNICATED.] 


THE paper on the above subject, read by Mr. К. Percy 
Sellon at the London Chamber of Commerce on the 18th 
ult., is а carefully compiled and useful résumé of the difi- 
culties under which the industry has laboured, through the 
Statutory conditions by which it has been controlled. 

The growth of the socialistic principle in our munici- 
palities, which Mr. Sellon points out as a result of “the 
failure of legislation relating to water, gas, and similar 
undertakings, to provide for adequate control in the public 
interest," has become 8o threatening to the very existence of 
all private enterprise, that the most strenuous efforts are 
necessary to check and control it. 

Mr. Sellon refers to the effect of this principle upon the 
construction of the Tramways Act, 1870, and the Electric 
Lighting Act of 1882, and emphasises the contention that 
it is in the control over applications for provisional orders, 
by requiring the consent of the local authorities, that much 
of the mischief to the industry has arisen. 

It is true that the Board of Trade can dispense with the 
consent, if satisfied that it is improperly withheld; but the 
difficulty is in persuading the department that a sufficient 
reason exista for the exercise of their discretionary power. 

As you have previously pointed out, numerous cases have 
occurred in which consents have been refused because the 
municipality own the gas supply, and in many other cases in 
order to give time to the local authority to decide whether 
they will apply for powers themselves—in all these instances 
accomplishing the one object of preventing any supply being 
given for years. : 

The principle upon which the consent should be dispensed 
with is well illustrated in Sub-section 4 of Clause 54 in the 
Cleveland and Durham County Electric Power Act, 1901, which 
enacts that :—‘ If any question arises as to whether the 
consent of any authorised distributor is unreasonably with- 
held, that question shall be determined by the Board of 
Trade, and the consent shall be deemed to be unreasonably 


withheld if the authorised distributors are not willing and in 
а position to give the requisite supply upon reasonable terms 
and within a reasonable time, and in considering what are 
reasonable terms and what isa reasonable time, the Board of 
Trade shall, amongst other things, have regard to the terms 
upon which and the time within which the company are 
willing and in a position to: give the supply." 

This form of instruction to the Board of Trade, havinz 
been incorporated in an Act of Parliament, might well he 
aocepted and adopted by them as a guide in dealiag with the 
practical working of Clause 1 of the Electric Lighting Act, 
1888. If this were done, the dog in the manger would «oon. 
be disposed of, and one great obstruction to the legiti ::е 
development of the industry removed. 

There is common sense underlying the definition of what 
is an unreasonable objection in the clause taken 
from the Cleveland Act, for it recognises the right of the 
community to be supplied by those who prove their reali- 
ness to undertake the business at once. 

Mr. Sellon mentions the fact that no less than two-thirds 
of the 366 provisional orders granted to local authorities at 


. the end of 1900 are stil in abeyance. This is really a 


public scandal, and could be remedied at once by the order 
being revoked automatically upon the expiration of the 
period stipulated for the supply of the compulsory area. 

You have dealt with the question of consent only as it 
affecta applications for provisional orders by companies, but 
it is of more importance that no such powers should be 
granted to local authorities until the sanction of the rate- 
payers has been given to the proposed speculation. If this 
were done (and there is no reason why the same principle 
should not be applied to provisional orders as to the pro- 
motion of Acts of Parliament) very few schemes would be 
sanctioned, 

We have seen the result of an appeal to the owners and 
ratepayers in the poll recently taken on the promotion of the 
Omnibus Bill of the Birmingham Corporation. The proposed 
Bill included tramway schemes, supply of electricity outside 
the area of the city, powers to accept transfers of provisional 


.orders—all in the nature of municipal trading, besides the 


more legitimate matters connected with municipal manage- 
ment. ‘The result of the poll was a vote against the 
promotion of about 8 to 1. Another instance occurred in 
the North Metropolitan district last February, when the joint 
promotion of а Bill by the Urban Councils of Enticld, 
Tottenham, Edmonton, Wood Green and Southgate for 
supplying all those districts with electricity was defeated on 
a poll by large majorities, The informal, but carefully-taken 
poll of theratepayers of Tonbridgein connection with the Vocal 
Government inquiry in May last, resulted in a vote against 
the Council's speculation by about 9 to 1, and although the 
Local Government, in granting the loan, ignored the opiniou 
of the ratepayers, it was an additional proof of the opporition 
to the proposed municipal trading when the question is fully 
discussed and understood. 

What is required, then, is an active propaganda for the 
purpose of educating the ratepayers throughout the country. 
An association of the trading industry generally should be 
formed on the widest basis, with branches in every town. 
All trades are menaced, those in which the municipalities are 
already engaged include, as Mr. Sellon points out, not mercly 
the provision of water, which is closely linked with sanita- 
tion, but the business of gas supply, tramways, electricity, 
bakeries, banking, building, coal merchants, colliery owning, 
fire insurance, hotels, games, kursaals, refréshment rocms, 
theatres, manufacture and sale of clectric fittings, of residual 
products of gas, milk supply, pawnbrokering, printing, 
steamboats, tailoring, telephones, &c., a tolerably long stride 
towards the goal of universal municipal trading and the 
abolition of private enterprise. 

The opening remarks of Lord Avebury at the London 
Chamber of Commerce meeting were conclusive as to the 
baneful influence of (Government interference with priv: te 
enterprise, the position of the railway service under tite 
control in India, which he contrasted with that in the 
United States, the Argentine, and China, where private 
enterprise drew а large amount of British capital, and prov- 
ing the enormous advantage to the community of leaving 
all such business in the hands of the commercial trading 
classes. | 
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THE FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT, 1901. 


THE passing of the Factory Act, 1901, which came into 
force on January 1st, 1902, is, from an industrial point of 
vicw, the most important event of the recent session. The 
outcome of a long-standing promise made by the present 
Government, it certainly cannot be said to have been 
rcdcemed too soon, for a Bill of a similar kind has been laid 
on the table of the House of Commons every year for several 
years past. In view of its importance generally to every 
industry, and of the fact that electric lighting and power 
stations are now for the first time specifically referred to as 
coming within the definition of the word “ factory," we pro- 
pose to give an outline of its object and of some of its more 
important provisions, 

The Act consists of 165 sections, which are made up of 
all the old Factory Acts (1878—1895), together with a 
number of important amendments, which were discussed iu 
the early part of the session of 1901 as an Amendment 
Bill,” and were subsequently incorporated with a Consolida- 
tion Bill. It would be impossible, therefore, for anyone who 
has not followed the Act in all its stages, or who has not an 
intimate knowledge of factory law, to make out, by looking 
at the text as it now stands, what parts are new and what 
are old. In addition to this certain alterations of minor 
importance were made in the drafting office without the 
express sanction of Parliament, and the language of the 
older Acts is in many instances so much altered that they 
cannot be easily recognised. 

To begin with, the chief alterations in the law may be 
suid to be:—(1) The introduction of new regulations 
giving the Home Secretary power to make orders with 
regard to dangerous trades ; (2) the prohibition of employ- 
ment of children under 12 in any factory or workshop ; 
(3) the provision of means of ventilation and the drainage 
of damp floors ; and (4) theshifting of much of the respon- 
sibility for the proper execution of factory law from the 
shoulders of the factory inspectors on to those of the local 
authorities. 

In the following outline we propose to draw special atten- 
tior. to those portions of the Act (а) which are new—that is 
to say, which did not appear in any of the previous Factory 
Acts ; (b) which affect industries connected with the supply 
of electricity and electrical apparatus. 

The Act is divided into ten parts, which are as follows :— 
Part I.: Health and Safety; including (1) Health; 
(2) Safety ; and (3) Accidents. Part II.: Employment ; 
including (1) Hours and Holidays; (2) Special Exceptions as 
to IIours and Holidays; Overtime; Nightwork; Inter- 
mittent Employment; Supplemental; (3) Fitness for Em- 
ployment. Part III.: Education of Children. Part IV.: 
Dangerous and Unhealthy Industries, including (1) Special 
Provisions; (2) Regulations for Dangerous Trades. Part 
V.: Special Modifications and Extensions Relating to (1) 
Tenement Factories; (2) Cotton Cloth and other Humid 
Factories; (3) Bakehouses; (4) Laundries; (5) Docks; 
(6) Duildings; (7) Railways. Part VI.: Home Work. 
Part. VII.: Particulars of Work and Wages. Part VIII.: 
Administration, including (1) Inspection; (2) Certifying 
Surgeons; (3) Local Authorities; (4) Special Orders; (5) 
Notices, Registers, and Returns; (6) Miscellaneous Pro- 
visions, Part IX.: Legal Proceedings. Part X.: Supple- 
mentary, dealing with (1) Application and Definitions; 
(2) Application of Act to Scotland and Ireland; (3) 
Repeals, &c. 

That part of the Act which deals with * Health and 
Safety,” contains all the similar provisions of the older Acts, 
with certain important amendments and additions. In cases 
where the Secretary of State is of opinion that the pro- 
visions of tlie Act, or of the law relating to public health, 
in so far as it affects factories, workshops, and workplaces, 
have not been carried out by any District Council, he may, 
by order, authorise an inspector of factories to take, during 
such period аз may be mentioned in the order, such steps as 
appear necessary. or proper for enforcing those provisions 
(S.. 4 (1)). Ву the same section, plenary powers are con- 
ferred upon inspectors to do such things as the local 
whe rity may have left undone. | 

New and important provisions are introduced with regard 


to temperature and ventilation in factories. Thus it is pro- 
vided by Sec. 6 that adequate measures must be taken for 
securing and maintaining a reasonable temperature in each 
room in which any peraon is employed, but the measures so 
taken must not interfere with the purity of the air of any 
room in which any person is employed. Ventilation has also 
received the attention of the Legislature. Hitherto, occupiers 
of factories have only been compelled to provide ventilation 
by mechanical means in places where grinding, &c., are 
carried on in such a manner as to cause the generation of 
dust to an injurious extent. In future, by Sec. 7 of the 
new Act, sufficient means of ventilation shall be provided 
and sufficient ventilation shall be maintained in every room 
in any factory or workshop. The Secretary of State is to 
prescribe the standard of ventilation. | 

In the case of a manufacture which renders the floor liable 
to wet,adequate means must be adopted for draining off 
superfluous water. 

With regard to provisions for the safety of persons 
employed in factories, steam boilers are now for the first 
time brought within the category of ©“ dangerous machines." 


. By Sec. 11 (1) every steam boiler used for generating steam 


in a factory or worksbop, or in any place to which any pro- 
visions of the Act apply, must have a proper safety valve 
and proper steam and water gauges, and must be inspected at 
stated intervals by a “ competent person." This provision 
will relate to boilers used in electrical works, which are now 
included in the term factory. 

The jurisdiction of justices to make orders with regard to 
the use of dangerous machines (including boilers) is slightly 
enlarged by the new Act. Thus by Sec. 17 a Court of 
summary jurisdiction, on being satisfied that any part of the 
* ways, works, machinery or plant" used in a factory, &c., 
is dangerous to life or limb, may prohibit its use either 
entirely. or until it is altered or repaired. This power formerly 
extended to machinery simpliciter. 

With regard to accidents, those portions of the older 
statutes which provided for notice of accidents, and inquiries 
into the cause thereof, are reproduced in Sub-secs. 19—22 of 
the new Act. | 

Omitting certain changes in hours and periods of employ- 
ment, which are dealt with in Sub-secs. 23—60 of the Act, 
the next important innovations are contained in Sub-secs. 61 
and 64 under the heading * Fitness for Employment." By 
Sec. 62 it it provided that a child under the age of 72 must 
not be employed in a factory or workshop unless lawfully so 
employed at the commencement of the Act. The age limit 
was 13 under the older Acts. With regard to certificates 
of fitness, certifying surgeons are now empowered to qualify 
certificates issued by them with conditions as to the kind of 
work on which a child or young person may be properly 
employed. In past years the surgeon's power was limited to 
the mere issue of a certificate [see Sec. 64 (6). 

Secs. 79—86 contain the new provisions relating to the 
power of the Home Secretary to make regulations for 
dangerous trades. As these are new in their entirety, it 
would be superfluous to deal with them in these columns. 
One important point is worthy of notice, however, and that 
is, when an inquiry is instituted to consider whether any 
and what regulations shall be made in any particular trade, 
masters and men will have a locus slandi to be heard before 
the court of inquiry. Regulations made by the Home 
Secretary under these sections must lie on the table of both 
Houses for 40 days after they have been passed. During 
that periód their validity may be called in question, and 
they may, if necessary, be annulled. lt is unlikely that 
generating stations, or any factory where electrical apparatus 
is manufactured, will be subjected to regulations of this 
kind. 

The Act is to a certain extent limited in its application to 
particular industries. "Thus a dock is not a factory for all 
the purposes of the Act. It is provided, however, by Sec. 
104 that the provisions of the Act with respect to (1) power 
to make orders as to dangerous machines; (2) accidents: 
(3) regulations for dangerous trades; (4) powers of 
inspectors; and (5) fines in case of death or injury, are to 
have effect as if every dock, wharf, quay and warehouse, and 
all machinery or plant used in the process of loading or 
unloading or coaling any ship in any dock, harbour and 
сапа! were included in the word **factory." It will be seen 
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that this greatly enlarges the definition of factory as used in 
Sec. 23 of the Factory Act of 1895, with the result that the 
scope of the Workmen's Compensation Act, 1897, which 
applies to all factories as defined by the Factory and Work- 
shop Acts, is considerably extended. 

By Sec. 106, railway sidings, not being part of a railway 
within the meaning of the Railway Employment (Preven- 
tion of Accidents) Act, 1900, are brought within those pro- 
visions of the Act which, as above pointed out, are applicable 
to docks. 

By Sec. 110, salutary rules are made to prevent the 
оссоріег of a factory giving out wearing apparel for repairs 
in any home, in which the inmates are suffering from any 
infectious disease. 

By Sec. 144, a person engaged in, or being an officer of any 
association of persons engaged in the same trade or occupation 
as a person charged with any offence under the Act, must 
not act as a Justice of the Peace in hearing and determining 
a charge. The words in italics are new. 

Such are the more important new provisions in the body 
of the Act; but Schedule VI. contains, in parag. (20) 
thereof, a provision of very material interest to electrical 
engineers and manufacturers, and the occupiers of gene- 
rating stations. It provides that in the list of non-textile 
factories to which the Act is to apply there shall be included 
** electrical stations — that is to say, “any premises, ог that 
part of any premises, in which electrical energy is generated 
or transformed for the purpose of supply by way of trade, or 
for the lighting of any street, public place, or public building, 
or of any hotel, or of any railway, mine, or other industrial 
undertaking.” Up to the passing of this Act there was cou- 
siderable doubt whether a generating station was a factory 
within the meaning of the Acts. We recall one case in 
which it was argued that a generating station was a factory 
in which an article was manufactured, and that it there- 
fore came within the Acts! As a general rule, we believe 
that occupiers of such institutions have admitted the factory 
inspector, and have conformed to his requirements. Under 
the new Act this will be compulsory, not optional. 

Mr. Evans Austin, in the new edition of his work 
on “The Law Relating to Factories and Workshops,“ 
thus summarises the effect of the new provision of Schedule 
VI. :—“ This is new. Any premises or the part of any 
premises in which electricity is generated for supply by way 
of trade, or current in bulk, or for lighting streete, public 
places, or buildings, hotels, railways, mines, or other in- 
dustrial undertakings, will now be a non-textile factory. 
Premises which are used in a private capacity, such as a 
club or society, even though electricity may be generated 
therein, will not, however, become non-textile factories." 

It will doubtless take some time for the new Act to be put 
into working order. To judge from the number of cases 
which have recently been heard in the Courts under the 
older Acta, it is possible that the Act of 1901 may also form 
the subject of frequent discussions in the King's Bench, for 
in the making of amendments very little (if any) effect seems 
to have been given to the cases which have turned upon the 
meaning of doubtful words and phrases. Whatever may be 
the result of the Act as regards litigation, it has at least the 
merit of consolidating a number of conflicting statutes which 
were amended and re-amended ad infinitum. The reduction 
of chaos to order is a work of which the present Home 
Secretary may well be proud. 


—————Á 


ELECTRIC CAR EQUIPMENTS AND THEIR 
MAINTENANCE. 


By A TRAMWAY ENGINEER. 


SUCH is the title of a welcome paper read by Mr. Wigram 
before the Newcastle Local Section of the I. E. E. It was a paper 
eminently suited for discussion, and we hope that it received 
its full meed. Most of the important points are touched, 
but the subject is of such magnitude that the paper would 
have been inordinately long if full attention had been given 
to every detail. 

The author thinks that single truck double-deck cars are 


* (1902) at p. 266. 


‘the best for urban service, till the passenger density has 


become too great with the minimum headway ; and that for 
interurban work the double truck car is indispensable. 
Later on he points out that the overhang of single truck 
cars is very great, and that the cars are knocked about at 
points. To our mind the racking that these rigid cars have 
to endure, and the absurd overhang, together with thcir 
uneasy riding over inferior track, are quite enough to make 
us pray for the day when the last of them will have made 
way for the stately, smooth-paced, double-bogie. 

We were delighted beyond measure to read that, **speak- 
ing generally, the writer has a strong objection to maximum 
traction trucks.“ In time past the RxvrEWw has chronicled 
its antipathy to this same monster. The objections which 
apply to all types of maximum traction trucks are the.slipping 
of the driving wheels, and the difficulty of proper adjustment 
of the brakes. . . . One generally sees one, or even two 
pairs of wheels picked up when a car is making a sudden 
stop. Just so. We have lately seen the newest type of 
maximum traction truck, by a well known firm, and have no 
hesitation in saying that it looked absolutely impracticable. 
To add to the confusion of springs, levers, equalising rods, 
and unsymmetrical frame, slipper b:akes were added ; and it 
seemed to us that if many of those trucks were used the 
wages sheet would require considerable enlargement. 

We are in agreement with Mr. Wigram in his choice of 
the beat short truck. For ease of riding and strong sim- 
plicity we have found nothing to beat the “ Brill" truck. 
We have not tried the new “ Brush" truck, but hope, for 
the sake of its British make, that it will put its American 
fore-runner into theshade. There is one point about the Brill 
truck which needs attention. It has 4 curious lateral motion 
when going fast, which reduces the life of the wheels very 
considerably. 

On the question of brakes, the author condemns air 
brakes for urban service, desires slipper-brakes on 
grades steeper than 1 in 12 or 15, and insists on 
an emergency brake. From recent. utterances it would 
appear that there are still some people who do not 
appreciate the fact that an electric emergency brake is genc- 
rally obtained by the short circuiting of each motor on itself, 
the motors for the nonce becoming dynamos driven by tke 
moving car. 

Mr. Wigram will not hear a word in favour of the rheo- 
static brake, but we think he condemns it too easily. It zs 
difficult to make motormen handle anything properly ; but 
if the rheostatic brake is used with care in conjunction with 
another brake it is distinctly serviceable, and not 
too expensive. He inclines to the side of the 
electro-magnetic friction brake, which does not call upon 
the motors so heavily. The fact is, that most of the 
motors in British cars are American, and are rated within 
an асе of their lives; so that it does seem cruel to call on 


them to retard as well as to accelerate. 


Mr. Wigram quotes a test which he made, showing that 
when the emergency brake was applied with the car going 
at 2 miles per hour, a current of 80 amperes flowed. 

He prefers the intermittent-flow sand valve to the con- 
tinuous-flow type. Our preference is for the latter, as being 
more reliable and easier for the motorman. He expresscs a 
desire to have the sanding pedal change its usual position 
with the gong pedal, but we do not think the rearrangement 
would carry any advantages, It is possible to place the 
sand pedal so that it can be actuated by the heel, while the 
toe is clicking the brake pawl. For sudden braking, it is 
usual to sand with the right foot, and to lock the brake with 
the left. 

Life-guards are being patented every day, many of them 
being provided with an advance gate, or trigger, which folds 
back and releases the life-guard when struck by a body. 
There is no doubt that a life-guard is essential. It appeases 
the coroner somewhat. 

To return to the beginning of the paper for a moment, 
the author does not consider the reversed staircase an 
improvement. It may not be ideal for loading and unload- 
ing passengers quickly, but it obviates any possibility of a 
passenger being thrown off the car by a sudden jerk; it 
utilises every available inch of the top deck, and, above all, 
it affords considerable shelter to the motorman and conductor. 
We do not understand why single-ended cars are never uscd. 
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All that is required is a loop, or triangle, at the termini, 
and that should not be a fatal objection in most cases. You 
have then one staircase only, one controller, and half the 
number of cables under the car. The motorman can be 
housed in a compartment half the size of an ordinary plat- 
form, and you obtain from four to six more seats than with 
a double-ended car of any type. 

The idea of fixing real air extractors, instead of the ordi- 
rary clerestory windows, and of leaving some of them 
wiiliout cut-off grids, so that some ventilation is compulsory, 
is an excellent one. A car full of people who wash every 
Saturday is neither pleasant to enter, nor to dwell upon. 

lt is mentioned that dash plates are made sometimes of 
#-in boiler plate, which protects to some extent the controller 
in a collision. The best way to protect the controller is to 
attach it во lightly to the platform that, when the dash is 
knocked in, the controller simply goes with it without 
breaking the frame. At the same time a few inches of slack 
dlianld be left in the cables entering from below. 

From conversations with manufacturers of trolley wheels, 
we understand that every engineer has hia own opinion as to 
the shape and size of wheels. Mr. Wigram is no exception, 
but his reasons for choosing his particular type are not suffi- 
ciently convincing. He proportions wheels so that wheel 
and bush wear out together. Except on a side-running 
system, this would mean a very heavy wheel (24 to 34 lbs.). 
Some people prefer to lighten the wheel, and use the bush 
twice. We have never been much impressed with the 
kevcral types of self-oiling hollow spindles on the market, 
trusting rather to the nightly oil can, as being less expensive 
in tbe long run. 

If Mr. Wigram thinks, as he says, that the two principal 
tv pes of swivel trolley head leave little to be desired, he has 
l.cen singularly fortunate in his experience. 

For double-deck cars, the enclosed spring trolley standard 
i3 most widely used. That standard is the most desirable 
which best fulfils these conditions :— Constant pressure at 
trolley wheel for varying heights of wire; easy swivelling 
and vertical motions; waterproofness ; easy adjustment of 
tension; absence of internal insulators ; checks for extreme 
movements, either up or down. | 

lt is difficult to understand why the author prefers to u 
the parallel notches of the controller rather than the series 
notches, when one motor has been cut out. It is the old 
Walker method against the General Electric, and the latter 
is generally favoured, as the whole of the resistance is used 
in starting, instead of only the parallel portion. 

The practice mentioned of using multicore cables instead 
of u ша of cables in a canvas hose is one which will 
SIC. d. 

The last part of the paper is devoted to “ Maintenance.“ 
It is treated rather scantily, and is too large a subject to 
tuckle in the short space at our disposal. 


THE SIZE AND WEIGHT OF SPHERES. 
By ROLLO APPLEYARD. 


IN an article entitled A Note on Wires,” which appeared 
in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of March 1st, 1901, the writer 
described a simple method for calculating the change in 
weight of a wire, corresponding to a definite small change of 
diumeter. It is there shown that for any given material a 
constant can be found, which, when multiplied by the 
number representing the diameter of a given wire in mils., 
схргеввев the change in weight of unit length of the wire 
in pounds. It is satisfactory to observe that this “ mil- 
constant“ is being utilised by manufacturers as a ready 
mcuns of determining the error in weight of wires, produced 
by an error in the die, or by the stretch, in the process of 
drawing or covering it. Conversely, it enables cable makers, 
from the actual weight of a trial length, to calculate by 
simple division the corresponding number of mils. to be 
tudded or deducted from the next run of work, in order to 
attin accuracy of weight. 

The application of the same principle in the manufacture 


of spheres is a simple piece of arithmetic ; so simple, in fact, 
that the writer would hesitate to put it on record here were 
it not that he has found it a valuable aid, especially 
in the design of dies and other tools intended to produce 
spheres of given gauge and weight. The mil-constant " in 
this case isa number which when multiplied by the square of the 
diameter of the sphere, expressed in convenient unita, gives 
the weight corresponding to the addition or substraction of 
а 1 mil. spherical shell of given material of that diameter. 

As a familiar example we may suppose that the diameter 
is expressed in mils., and the weight in dwts. The weight, 
р, in dwts. of any sphere of diameter 4 mils., and density 
A is 

p = 5:5179 BA x 10-9, 

To find the **mil-constant" we could plot a curve co- 
ordinating р and «l, and proceed as described in “A Note on 
Wires " (I. c.), but the result can be arrived at more quickly 
by differentiating the above expression, whence we obtain 

d p 655 —8 
= 1:65537 Ë A x 107%, 

This means that for any ball whatever, of diameter d mils. 
and density 4, one mil. more or less in the diameter 
will make a difference in the weight of the sphere of 
0°0000000165587 d? A, the weight being in dwts. "Thu: 
for steel balls, using mils. and dwts., where A = 7:8, Ше 
mil-constant is 1:291 x 10-7; for spherical lead bullets, 
where A = 11:3, the mil-constant is 1:871 x 107^; for 
ivory billiard balls, where A = 1:917, the mil-constant is 
3:173 x 10-8; and for golf balls, where A = 0:935, the 
mil-constant is 1:548 x 10-8, These numbers are to be 
multiplied by the square of the given diameter. 

To exemplify the use of this mil-constant, we can de- 
termine the differences in diameter corresponding to the 
favourite sizes of golf balls. The paint on a golf ball weighs 
about 0:5 dwt., and there are further differences due to 
variations in the markings, but these for our purpose can be 
disregarded. Assuming A = 0'935, the diameter of a “274” 
(i.e. 27:5 dwts.) golf ball calculates out to 1,747 mils. 
Making use of the above mil-constant, the weight in dwta. 
of 1 mil. more or less on such a ball is 


1:548 x 1079 x 1,747? = 070472 dyts. 


It follows that an extra 4 dwt. makes a difference in 
diameter of 10°6 mils., or about one-hundredth of an inch. 
The player who can distinguish between the sizes of a 27 
and a 273 golf ball, may therefore congratulate himself 
upon possessing very fine perception of the relative dimensions 
of bodies. 


THE TESTING AND MANAGEMENT OF 
ELECTRIC MOTORS. 


By P. T. WHITE, Wigan Electricity Works. 


(Continued from Vol. 49, page 1069.) 


Brake methods of testing for efficiency, however serviceable 
they may have been in the old days before the design and 
calibration of electrical measuring instruments reached their 
present excellent standard, can scarcely be recommended. 
They are undoubtedly cumbersome, and require a certain 
amount of skill in order to get approximately correct results. 
I have never seen this method applied to the testing of elec- 
tric motors, but I have painful recollections of some steam 
engine tests in which it figured prominently. Heedless of 
the fact that three different indicators, successively employed, 
gave precisely the same figures, the brake worked on its own, 
and gave, often for the same loads, different results. 1 have, 
however, an open mind on this matter of brakes, and am open 
to persuasion. 

Referring to efficiency tests for motors, I give the following 
formula as useful :— 


дЕ x dc x 100 — per cent. efficiency of combined set. 
mE х MC 


In the equation d = dynamo quantities and m = motor 
quantities, : 
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То those—and my experience teaches me there are 
many—who cannot grasp the full significance of an equation, 
the following simple rule is given :— 

Multiply the watts on dynamo side of combination by 
100, and divide the result by the watts taken by motor to 
get the combined efficiency. : 

The methods of testing for faults and insulation will be 
discussed later. Records should be kept of all tests—in 
particular the efficiency tests. These will be found of great 
value to the assistant in charge of the department, and will 
enable bim to employ for particular loads motors having a 
comparatively high efficiency. 

With reference to motor management, I shall confine my 
remarks to the practice that usually obtains in central station 
work. At the outset, І regret to say that, except in a few 
large and well-managed stations, this department does not 
receive the attention its importance demands. It either gets 
into the hands of a man of no previous ex- 
perience, and little mechanical training, or, 
what is still worse, it falls a prey to a number 
of self-assertive satraps, in whose bands it 
sooner or later collapses like a house of cards. 
The fact that little or no effort is put forth 
to attract the power user, the constantly 
recurring breakdowns, the irregular service 
attendant on improperly designed systems, 
and the glaring inexperience written large 
on every detail of the plant arrangement, 
account for the small demand for electric 
power in many places where a field for con- 
siderable development exists. It is only 
when one comes to the consideration of the 
personnel of these motor departments that 
one begins to realise why it is that the 
designer of dynamo-electric machinery is a 
man of mystery and gloom. 

It will, I believe, be wholly unnecessary 
for me to say that, where possible, com- 
pound-wound generators should be employed 


in preference to simple shunt machines The exigencies 


of pearly all “combined” stations prevent this, because 
of the usual practice of employing the compounding 
fof traction purposes. Where the number of motors sup- 
plied by an outer and the neutral is large, steam balancing 
becomes а necessity. It is far more flexible, and in reality 
can be made as automatic as any electric balancer system. 
It is also far more reliable. In either system the battery 
wil be in parallel for “cushioning” purposes wherever 
motor power is supplied from shunt-wound generators, as it 
is well known that these machines are peculiarly sensitive 
to the vagaries of a network, their E.M.F. falling and 
rising with any decrease or increase of resistance in the 
external circuit. | 

Starting at the beginning, it will not be out of place if we 
consider the motor connections. It will be found advan- 
tageous to have “a rule of the road " in these. If the D.P. 
switch is placed“ before the fusible cut-outs, the operation 
of inserting a fuse can be carried out without risk of shock. 
Again, if it be determined that certain terminals of the D.P. 
switch—say, those furthest apart—shall be the live 
terminals direct from the service boxes, it will tend to sim- 
plicity in testing and repairing operations, and if consistently 
followed no one need for a moment remain in doubt as to 
what metal on a board is alive or not. 

It may not perhaps be out of order if I digress for a 
moment to give a few suggestions to those whose knowledge 
of and experience in this kind of work is limited. The 
diagram shows the connections for a motor with meter in 
circuit. 

It is in some places a usual practice to employ a red or 
otherwise marked cable for the purpose of distinguishing 
the “live” main to motor; while this is very commend- 
able, it is nevertheless a good plan to test for the field in the 
following manner, as errors of connection are likely to result 
in damage to the motor, inconvenience to consumers, and 
injustice to manufacturing engincers, 

Remove the “armature” cable, either at the starter or 
motor, keeping same from contact either with ** earth ” or 
motor case. Next close the D.P. main switch and move the 
starter lever to the first live contact. If the connections 


Shunt to 


+ Main to M 


are right the motor field will be estab‘ished, and when the 
lever is released а flash will result, due to the breaking of 

the shunt circuit. "Then connect up the armature cable, oil 
the bearings, and see that all cables, connections, &c., snsede 
the motor case are clear of revolving parte. Тһе motor 
can then be started up in the usual manner. Should the 
motor run the reverse way, the simplest way to remedy this 
is to stop and change over the shunt connections. There is 
another way to effect this, but until considerable experience 
in the running of motors, and & sound knowledge of the 
technical principles on which they work have been gained, it 
will be as well not to employ it in the case of compound 
motors. It is this: make the “armature” connection on 
the motor the live connection, and the live connec- 
tion the * armature." Reversing the main leads alone will 
not be attended with any effect, so far as the control of the 
direction of rotation of the motor is concerned. It will be 


Live Main 
A line has been accidentally omitted from the figure, above the words Live Main.“ — Eos. Егис, Rev 


DtAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS OF MOTOR AND AOGCRSSORIES. 


well also if the following useful hinta are carefully borne in 
mind :— 

1. That the “lead” (for increasing loads) is, contrary to 
that of a dynamo,- backward against the direction of 
rotation. 

2. That a backward lead is attended with demagnetisation 
of the motor field. 

3. That any decrease of the field excitation will cause the 
motor to run faster. 

4, That giving a backward lead to the brushes should 
always be accomplished with discretion, especially with 
machines taking a heavy current. 

5. That should sparkless commutation ensue as the result 
of a backward lead with load “on,” try what will result by 
opening the main switch before finally screwing down the 
brush rocker. | 

6. That the starter is not by any means intended to be a 
shuut breaker. | | 

7. That the efficiency of a motor falla as its load increases, 
and that for this reason it will be found economical to employ 
machines well on top of their loads.“ 

8. That a drum-wound armature will continue ita work 
even when there is a dislocation in its circuit, or even with a 
* burnt-out " coil. 

9. That, unlike a dynamo, the brushes of a motor can be 
raised even when the motor is doing its work. Making a 
switch of the commutator” should only be resorted to in 
cases of emergency. Once the brushes are raised, and the 
motor perceptibly slackens its speed, they should be kept up 
until the starter lever flies back to the off position, thus 
putting in the necessary resistance in the armature circuit for 
the next start. 

10. That a loose or broken armature connection, or & 
burnt-out coil on a drum, will be evidenced at the com- 
mutator by a “flash over” spark and marked commutator 
bars. 

11. That the insulating bushes for the brush spindles are 
by no means mechanically strong. 

12. That though a simple shunt machine is to a large 
extent self-regulating, it is not so much so as a differentially 
compounded one. (Го be continued.) 
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THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE UNDER- 
GRCUND RAILWAY. 


I. 


Now that the award in the arbitration case between the 
Metropolitan and District Railways is generally known, it 
may not be out of place to put before our readers a retro- 
spective view of the situation which led to the attitude taken 
up by the Board of Trade when the two companies failed to 
arrive at à mutual understanding as to the method of elec- 
trical working which should be adopted on their respective 
lines. 

'The arbitrator's report is what most thinking people had 
anticipated, and the comments of a jaundiced contemporary 
suggesting that the whole inquiry was a solemn farce with 
a verdict agreed upon beforehand between the parties, is à 
grave slur upon the Hon. Alfred Lyttleton and his coadjutors, 
and on the proverbial impartiality and fairness of an 
English tribunal. The decision of the Board of Trade 
was published in the Review for December 20th, 
and we will at once hark back to Apiil 9th, 1900, 
when Nir J. Wolfe Barry and Sir William Н. Preece issued 
their first report on the experimental trials of an electrical 
train between Earl’s Court and High Strect, Kensington. 

The experiments ang tests referred to in this report had 
been carried out two or three months previously under a 
contract made between the companies and Messrs, Siemens 
Brothers, dated November, 1898. The section of line 
between the above-named stations was particularly well adapted 
for such experiments, as it comprised almost every obstacle 
and difficulty likely to be met with in the introduction of a 
new system of traction on any portion of the system of the 
two companies concerned. 

Some there are who have not hesitated to characterise the 
expenditure of some £30,000 on these experiments as a 
wicked waste of the shareholders’ money, as no such trials 
were required, except for the purpose of giving the con- 
sulting engineers some practical knowledge of electric trac- 
tion. Others have stated that the demonstrations were 
necessary to convince the directors and shareliolders of the 
two companies that electric traction was not a myth. With 
this, however, we do not intend to corfcern ourselves, so our 
remarks will be confined to the tests and the results deduced 
therefrom. 

The distance between the stations is a few yards in excess 
of three-quarters of a mile, and the experimental train, 
which we described and illustrated in our issue of May 
25th, 1900, was made up of six vehicles (a motor in each end 
саггіасе, with four intermediate coaches), and the weight 
was, When empty, about 180 tons, made up as follows :— 

Two bogie motor coaches of 54 tons each. 

Four 40-ft. bogie coaches of 18 tons each. 

The leading motor coach was the only one used, the 
trailing motor coach running idle. 

The weight of the electrical train was some 40 tons in 
excess of the ordinary Circle trains, due to providing a 
motor coach at each end so as to avoid shunting after every 
trip at one or the other station, In everyday working one 
motor coach would be dispensed with and its place taken by 
two or three ordinary carriages, giving total seating capacity 
at least equal to that of the present Circle trains. 

The Metropolitan and District locomotives have only a 
weight of 36 tons on the driving wheels available for 
adhesion, as compared with the full weight (54 tons) of the 
motor carriages, the whole of which could be utilised. 

The tests carried out comprised a series of automatically 
recorded observations on “tractive force,”  **accelera- 
tion," &c. 

The average time occupied by the electrical train of 180 
tons from Earls Court to High Street was 2 minutes 
24 seconds; that of the ordinary District Railway trains 
2 minutes 37 seconds with a train weight, including loco- 
motive and passengers, varying from 115 to 150 tons. 

The quickest record for the electrical train was 2 minutes 
8 seconds, giving a mean speed of 21 miles an hour, the 
maximum rate attained on ordinary journeys being 30 miles. 

On February sth, 1900, a “tug-of-war” contest took 
place between the electromotor and a Metropolitan District 
locomotive. The steam locomotive was attached to the 


electrical train, and both started to push against each other 
at the same moment. 

The steam engine was completely at the mercy of the 
electromotor, which easily pushed it back, although handi- 
capped by the weight of the experimental train, which had 
not been uncoupled. 

Other tests of a more severe character were carried out 
but invariably in favour of electrical power. | 

Three days later а load of 40 tons, equal to 800 
passengers, was distributed through the train, which was 
brought to a stand on an ascending grade of 1 in 43. А 
District Railway locomotive was coupled on in front, and 
several attempts were made to start the train, without 
success, Then the electromotor came to the rescue, and 
hauled both train and locomotive, weighing altogether 267 
tons, up the incline with ease. 

The power exerted on that occasion is stated to be equi- 
valent to that necessary to start a train of 1,200 tons on the 
level. The maximum rate of acceleration of the electrical 
train was as high as an increment of 0°966 per second for 
each second observed. 

Taken as a whole, the engineers considered the experi- 
ments proved that electric traction could be successfully 
introduced as а motive power on the companies’ lines, ` 
either with or without the present system of steam, and 
that there was no need of either interference with existing con- 
ditions or any interruption of traffic. Тһе companies’ roll- 
ing stock might also be utilised without material alteration, 
and heavier trains could be operated at higher speeds than is 
now the case. 

The engineers specially pointed out that the ** multiple 
unit" system had not been lost sight of, and that this 
could, if desirable, be afterwards gradually introduced as 
necessity arose, but they considered the advisability of 
adopting in the first instance a system which would permit 
of the utilisation of the existing coaches to be of paramount 
importance, and outweighing any possible advantages of the 
* multiple unit" method. | 

The trials also fully demonstrated that electric loco- 
motives could be substituted for steam, or vice versá, for 
working trains such as other companies might require to be 
hauled by steam for a portion of their journey outside the 
system of the two companies which might afterwards be 
electrically equipped. 

A second, but apparently undated, report was made some 
months afterwards, probably towards the end of August, 
when the train had been in continuous daily working from 
May 14th to August 14th. It was in operation for eight 
hours a day, its mileage, including shunting, was 30 miles 
per diem, and the daily trips in each direction 14, the total 
distance traversed being 1,750 miles. 

Coal and water consumption are also given, but there is 
no need to reproduce the figures here, as the engineers found 
it difficult to make any comparison between them and those 
of a steam locomotive performing similar duties. Not only 
was the power developed by the electromotors very largely 
in excess of the power of an ordinary steam locomotive, but 
the conditions of the service, averaging three or four short 
journeys per hour, made it impossible to form a comparison 
either on the basis of mileage or time. The total mileage of 
the experimental train from November 9th, the date of the 
first trip, was 2,250 miles, and the working throughout was 
unattended by any delay or inconvenience to traffic or main- 
tenance. No expenditure incurred on repairs to motors or 
on the plant in the generating station. 

During the three months of daily working theaverage time 
occupied on the journey from Earl's Court to High Street 
was 2 minutes 20 seconds, the fastest being 2 minutes, and 
the acceleration recorded was equivalent to a rate increasing 
1:28 ft. per second, a most satisfactory result. 

Then followed a remarkable report from Mr. Thomas 
Parker, of Wolverhampton, which, however, we must leave 
for another issue ; but we may say here, in conclusion, that 
it was in direct opposition to the opinions of Sir J. Wolfe 
Barry and Sir William H. Preece. 


Electric Lamp Manufacture in Mexico.—The first 
works for the manufacture of electric lamps in Mexico are about to 
be started. 


— —— ——— — — 


Vol. 50, No. 1,258, Jaxvany 3,1002]. THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 11 


Be . A —r ...... ...... — 


ENGLISH, AMERICAN AND CONTINENTAL 
STEAM ENGINEERING. 


Tus second article by Mr. P. Dawson in the Engineering 
Magazine describes a number of power stations in brief, and illus- 
trates some English and American engines, notably those at 
Glasgow. As the Musgrave and Allis engines at Glasgow are now 
vetting fully to work, an opportunity of gauging their merits will 
soon be offered. There is considerable difference between the two 
engines. 

The American engine bas bored guides, an unnecessary атгарре- 
ment for an engine intended to run one way only. The English 
engine has slipper guides. The American engine seems to have 
been designed with a preconceived idea of the impossibility of 
correctly aligning the crankshaft, which is divided into sections 
with two crank pins loose in one web. The Musgrave crankshaft 
is rigid, with a central bolted coupling, but with no provision 
for bad alignment. The standards vary considerably, those of 
the English engines being plain box rectangular, and wide 
spread, while the American bases are of the narrow conical circular 
type, so usual in quite small engines. The valve gear of both 
engines appears to be unnecessarily complicated, being of the Corliss 
release type. Americans seem to forget that the principal advan- 
tage of the Corliss valve, viz, cylinder drainage, half disappears 
when the valve is applied to a vertical engine. 

In Mr. Dawson’s article, the Liverpool station at Pumpfields is 
also described. In this station we find that, for a 1,200-H.P. engine, 
no fewer than nine cylinders appear to have been considered neces- 
sary, and they are arranged on three cranks. 

Mr. Dawson’s description of the Hull tramway engines gives a 
hint at a piece of faulty design, namely, a bearing between the 
fly-wheel and the generator. This arrangement is English, and 
though not so bad as the practice of putting fly-whcel and generator 
at opposite ends of the crankshaft, is quite bad enough. | 

We cannot subecribe to Mr. Dawson’s views as to the onerous 
nature of the work of a traction station engine. Polyphase cur- 
rente, we admit, do demand exceptional design, but ordinary direct- 
current tramway work does not produce the stresses imagined. 
These imaginary stresses served the purpose of selling many 
American specially strong traction engines, which are now 
seen to be Ton strong only in comparison with previous 
American work, and by no means special as compared with English 
practice. The idea of special stresses ignores the fact that the 
maximum stress in an engine is that due to the steam pressure, and 
that, given proper fly-wheel location, ће engiſſe stresses cannot exceed 
what the design provides, or should provide, to be borne. Varying 
load matters nothing to the engine, which does not measure its 
behaviour on one stroke by anything that happened on the previous 
stroke. As an example of better design, we may cite the Musgrave 
engines of the Bolton tramway, described by Mr. Dawson, a plain 
pair of vertical cross-compound condensing engines, with fly-wheel 
and generator placed betwecn, as they should be. 

A list of some of the principal American engines supplied in this 
country is given. It ів by no means a complete list. The author 
appears, however, to be of opinion that its future growth will not 
be rapid, because of the growing carelessness of Americans, who 
certainly appear to act in many ways as though they considered 
anything good enough for the foreigner. Mr. Dawson states that 
times of delivery of English engines are now better than they 
were, and such being the case, the only reason for ordering abroad 
has disappeared, for English prices are lower than American, and 
English qualities are certainly better, especially in durability. 

Other stations described are those of Dublin, the Central London, 
and the Isle of Thanet, but in these, as in former descriptions, there 
is no information as to the cars driven, the presence of accumulators, 
the ratio of mean to maximum load, or anything to enable an esti- 
mate of performance to be arrived at. The article concludes with a 

brief description of the steam turbine, that coming motor which 
will demolish the difficulties of oil in boilers and solve the incrusta- 
tion problem. We are promised Continental practice in the next 


paper. 


THE DISASTER ON THE LIVERPOOL 
OVERHEAD RAILWAY. 


A FIRE, which resulted in the loss of six lives and much damage tc 
the Dingle Station and rolling stock of the Liverpool Overhead 
Electric Railway, took place on Monday evening last week. Shortly 
before six o'clock a train consisting of three сатгіасев entered the 
Herculaneum Tunnel, which forms the terminal length of the rail- 
way at the south end of Liverpool. 'The tunnel is 800 yards long, 
and has a diameter of 25 ft. 6 in. At the south end of it Dingle 
Station, the terminus of the railway, is situated. An inclined sub- 
way lying between the station on the low level and the booking 
ball on the road level, gives access to the station from the road 
above, and serves as the exit from the atation. On Monday evening 
a train entered the tunnel shortly before six o'clock, and had nearly 


reached the end, when the passengers were alarmed by a vivid flash, 
followed by an outburst of Паше from the rear end of the car. А 
motor had fused, and the woodwork beneath the car bad ignited. 
This mishap, occurring at the extreme rear of the train, caused the 
disaster. A strong wind was blowing into the mouth of the tunnel, 
and this fanned the flame and blew it along the underside of 
the carriages. The passengers immediately attempted to escape, 
and all appear to have got out of the burning carriages 
on to the footway of the tunnel. They, however, very naturally, 
fled before the fire, retreating into the station, the end of 
which, with the exception of the entrance to the subway, formed a 
kind of cul de sac, which soon became full of suffocating smoke. A 
reserve stock of creosoted sleepers by the side of the railway took 
fire and burned furiously. The platform and other woodwork 
of the station also caught fire, and the conflagration becamejgeneral. 
Meantime, most of the passengers had found the subway, and 
escaped to the booking hallon the higherlevel. Here, for a timo, 
their progress was barred by a closed door. This was eventually 
battered d. wn from the outside, and the; imprisoned passengers 
escaped through the door or through the windows of the booking 
hall. Meantime, however, all of them had been nearly suffocated, 
as the full volume of smoke from the fire was blown into the con- 
fined part of the station below, and then up the subway, by which 
they were making their escape. Six persons, including tke guard 
and driver of the train, unhappily lost their lives, succumbing, it is 
believ:d, under the dense and suffocating fumes which filled the 
tunnel. The foreman at the station, Thomas Randalls, was also 
among the victims of the catasirophe. In response to a telephone 
message sent by Randalls shortly after the outbreak of the fire, the 
current was cut off from the section. -'Thistalso took the current 
from the electric lighting system, so that station and subway were 
deprived of all light, save such as came from the burning train and 
the woodwork of the station, thus greatly increasing the terrorof the 
passengers. 

Mr. S. B. Cottrell, general manager of the railway, was speedily 
on the spot, and the city fire brigade were promptly in attendance. 
The fire had, however, got a firm hold of everything combustible 
within reach, and practically burnt itself out. The woodwork of 
the train and the platform of the station was completely destroyed. 
Mr. Cottrell e:plains the disaster as being caused by the fusing of a 
motor, an occurrence which in itself would ordinarily have been of 
no moment. The position of the train when the mishap occurred, 
near the end of the long tunnel and in the strong air blast which 
was driving into the mouth of the tunnel from the north, favoured 
the ignition of the wood work after the fusing of the motor, and 
caused the flames to spread rapidly and with so destructive and 
fatal results. 

In working, the trains on the Liverpool Overhead Railway take 
up current from an insulated conductor laid midway between the 
rails. The conductor was laid in 32 ft. lengths, and connected with 
copper fishplates with flexible joints every 96 ft. Current is 
obtained from the generating station at Bramley Moore Dock. The 
armatures of the motors are series wound on the Eickmeyer system, 
and are built directly on the axles. The tractive force of cach motor 
at rim of wheel, with 120 amperes, is 1,790 lbs., equal to about 
107 lbs. per ton of train. 

The Board of Trade inquiry into the accident took place at the 
offices of the railway company, at Liverpool, on Friday last. 
Colonel Yorke, R.E., who was assisted by Mr. A. P. Trotter, repre- 
sented the Board of Trade. Before taking evidence, Colonel Yorke 


and Mr. Trotter, accompanied by Mr. S. B. Cottrell, manager of the 


railway, and Mr. J. W. Alsop, solicitor to the company, visited thc 
Dingle Station and inspected the scene of the disaster. 

On returning to the oflice of the company, William Owen, signal- 
man in the employ of the company, was called. He deposed to 
seeing the train enter the Dingle tunnel and to its being pulled up 
about £0 yards from the platform. He noticed that something was 
wrong. The driver (Ashbce) switched on to re-start the train, and 
when he did so there was a big glare at tbe back end of the train. 
Maloney, the guard, called out to Ashbee: ‘ You will burn us out 
if you go on like that Maloney came to the front of the train 
and asked Ashbee why he did not try one motor. Ashbee replied 
that he knew bis work. The fire started in the end coach. Maloney 
shouted to witness to telephone to the generating station to have 
the current cut off. The current was cut off. The witness gave 
further evidence as to the progress of the fire and the steps taken to 
extinguish it, and as to the efforts of the passengers to escape from 
the burning train and the station. Questioned by Colonel Yorke as 
to what he had seen when the train stopped, witness said that each 
time Ashbee switched on to re-start the rear of the train fired. He 
had never seen anything like it before on the Overhead Railway. 
The operation of switching brought both motors into use. 

George Gough, a train booker, gave evidence as to assisting 
passengers to escape, and as to the progress of the fire and the 
efforts made to extinguish it. (This is the brave youth of 16 years, 
who was so highly complimented by Colonel Yorke.) ` 

William Shuttleworth, booking clerk, stated that he received a 
telephone message from the foreman Rendall asking him to ring up 
the generating station to have the current cut off. Witness gave 
evidence as to the lighting arrangements and the means of egress 
from the tunnel, and of the ticket collecting arrangementa. 

Traffic-Inspector Lenthall gave evidence as to the progress of the 
fire and of assisting to extinguish it. 

Richard Orford, foreman at the Herculaneum Dcck Station, said 
that the train was six minutes late. He noticed that the insulation 
of the train was smelling, but it smelt very often when a train was 
a bit late. He supposed it was caused by the overheating of the 
resistance coil or something of that sort. Maloney said: She's 
humming, isn't she?” That meant smelling. It was a bye-word. 
It was not alfrequent occurrence. 
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Charles Cunliffe, foreman driver, in reply to Colonel Yorke, said 
that he had not had any complaints to make of the train on 
previous occasions. It had orly come out of the sheds that morn- 
ing, after being overhauled. 

In reply to Mr. Cottrell, witness said the train only went 
into the shed for the ordinary overhauling, and to have the brakes 
adjusted. 

George Jackson, coach lifter, gave evidence as to the condition of 
the train after overhauling. He adjusted the brake blocks, and put 
the machine in working order. 

Colonel Yorke remarked that he supposed that a little “humming " 
would not be regarded as a very serious fault ? 

The Witness: No. | 

Alfred Ingham, motor and carriage superintendent, gave the 
history of the train since it was built and delivered to the company 
in 1894. With regard to the motors, witness said that the arma- 
tures and field magnets at tbe south end were rewound in 1897. Bince 
then the train had run 26,911 [? 126,911] miles. As regards the north 
end, the armature was rewound in February, 1896, апа the field 


magnets in September, 1899. The mileage run since the armature 


was rewound, was 142,551 miles approximately. 

Mr. Trotter asked witness whether, in a case of fusing out, he 
had ever known a case where it had spread to any part of the 
carriage ? 

Witness thought there was a case about two years ago, but he was 
away on holidays. ' 

In reply to Col. Yorke: He had never known a case of a burning 
armature setting fire to part ofthe train. He had not had any com- 
plaints about the motor at the rear of the train. 

Mr. 8. B. Cottrell, engineer and general manager to the company, 
in reply to Mr. Trotter, said the automatic circuit-breakers were set to 
go at 160 amperes. They frequently went. One might go half a dozen 
times in a journey. When the driver switched in, the circuit- 
breaker would go. The motors were nine years old. If they were 
renewing, they would adopt the ironclad motor. It was a more 
up-to-date motor. 

Asked if they had ever had any serious fire in a driver's cab, 
witness replied “ Never.” 

Witness gave further evidence as to the provisions made for pro- 
tecting the stations of the company from fire. 

By Mr. Alsop: There was no reason why the train should have 
been stopped at the Herculaneum Station. Оп а damp day it was 
quite common for the insulating material to get damp and for heat 
to be generated. The material would then smell as an ordinary 
dynamo would. 

By Colonel Yorke: The reason the flames spread so rapidly was 
because the wind was blowing a hurricane up the 2 On an 
ordinary day he did not think the fire would have spread at all. 

At the close of the inquiry, Colonel Lorke and Mr. Trotter visited 
the company's carriage works and inspected the motor, from which 
the carriage had been removed. 


A coroner’s inquest into the circumstances attend ing the death of 
the six persons who lost their lives by the burning of the train at 
the Dingle station of the Liverpool Overhead Railway, was opened 
at Liverpool, before Mr. T. E. Sampson, city coroner, on Friday. 
Certain evidence having been taken, the inquiry was adjourned 
until January 8th. 


LEGAL. 


CHAMBERLAIN & НООКНАМ v. THE CORPORATION OF BRADFORD. 


In the Court of Appeal, composed of Lords Justices Vaughan- 
Williams, Romer, and Cozens-Hardy, on 20th ult., a considered 
judgment was delivered in this case on the appeal of the plaintiffs 
from the judgment of Mr. Justice Farwell in the Chancery Division, 
dismissing the plaintiffs’ action to restrain the alleged infringement 
by the defendants of the plaintiffs’ patent (No. 4,225, of 1887), for 
improvements in electricity meters. The defendants denied the 
alleged infringement, and asserted that the plaintiffs’ patent was 
invalid on various grounds. Mr. Justice Farwell, while expressing 
no opinion as to the validity of the plaintiffs’ patent, held that the 
plaintiffs had failed to show any infringement of the patent. Hence 
the present appeal of the plaintiffs. The arguments on the appeal 
concluded on November 29th, when judgment was reserved. 

Lord Justice Romer read the judgment of the Court, which was 
to the following effect :—This case has been argued by the learned 
counsel on bebalf of the plaintiffs at great length, and with much 
detail The effect of their discussion of minute points arising in 
the case, coupled with the many difficulties involved in their elabo- 
rate consideration of electrical and magnetic laws, has been, in our 
opinion, somewhat to obscure an otherwise fairly simple and intel- 
ligible case. We think that when the pith and substance of the 
questions involved in this appeal are sought for, they can be readily 
understood, and be shortly stated and determined, and we propose 
in this judgment to avoid all details that are not necessary to be 
mentioned, having regard to the grounds of our decision, and to 
briefly state what the merits of the case, in our view, are, and why 
we think that the appeal fails. In the first place, it is important to 
consider how matters stood with reference to the subject of the 
plaintiffs’ invention immediately prior to the patent in question. 
The principle on which the plaintiffs’ electricity meter, and also 
the defendants’ meter, were subsequently constructed, was then 
well known. It had been pointed out that such meters might be 
made by means of a motor апд a brake worked and used in the 


manner subsequently adopted in substance in the plaintiffs’ meter 
and in that of the defendants. In particular, Mr. Siemens 
published his design of an electrical meter in which he employed 
the motor with a brake effected by wings revolving in a fluid—with 
reference to this design, it was pointed out by Marcel Deprez that 
it was wrong in principle to use the last-mentioned kind of brake, 
inasmuch as the resistance varied, or tended to vary, as the square 
of the velocity, whereas it oughtto vary directly asthe velocity. In 
other words, he stated with reference to these meters what has been 
called the straight line law, and he recommended the employment 
as а brake of a disc rotating between the poles of a permanent 
magnet—that is to say, the brake subsequently employed in defen- 
dants’ meter, and the use of which in reference to the plaintiffs’ 
machine was referred to by the patentee (Mr. Hookham) in bis 
specification. But to make such a meter as was thus made known 
to the public, a good practical machine up to commercial require- 
ments, a difficulty had to be overcome—the difficulty of friction. 
Mr. Hookham surmounted the difficulty chiefly by the use of a 
special commutator, a very ingenious contrivance; and this was, in 
our opinion, the most important part of his invention. Now so far 
as the commutator is concerned, the defendants’ machine in no wise 
employed the same means of overcoming the difficulty as those 
adapted by Mr. Hookham. The defendants’ machine, indeed, pro- 
ceeded far more than the plantiffs' did, on the lines of Mr. Siemens's 
machine as corrected by Marcel Deprez. In the defendants’ meter Mr. 
Siemens’s commutator was used, with a very ingenious modification. 
So far, then, as the commutator is concerned, and, indeed, so far as the 
machines generally are concerned, apart from the question as to 
permanent magnets used by the defendants, which we are about to 
mention, the two machines are, in our opinion, substantially 
different, though both are based on what was published aud known 
prior to the date of the plaintiffs’ patent. It appears to us, there- 
fore, that the plaintiffs must fail in this action unless they can 
establish that the defendants have infringed the patent by reason 
of tbe use of the permanent magnets employed by the defendants 
on their brake. Now the plaintiffs contend that they have claimed 
by Mr. Hookham's specification, and are entitled under their patent, 
to the sole right to the use for the purpose of electricity meters, in 
connection with either motor or brake, of any permanent magnet 
having large polar surfaces closely fronting each other, so as to 
form a narrow slit in which the armature or disc revolves. But it 
appears to us, for reasons we are about to state, that the plaintiffs 
fail in this contention, and that the claim (Claim 3) in their specifi- 
cation did not extend to cover the use of every permanent magnet 
having large polar surfaces, with a narrow slit between them, but 
was limited to what has been called а compound or built-up magnet 
—that is to say, to an arrangement of bar magnets or of other 
equivalent magnets (though differing in shape and configuration 
from bar magnets), with pole-pieces having surfaces of the above- 
mentioned kind. And this being so, what the defendants are 
doing is not within the plaintiffs’ claim. Now, in the first place, we 
may point out that it would be very difficult for the plaintiffs to 
say that their Claim 3 was a valid claim, if that claim was so 


extensive as to cover what the defendants are doing 
with their brake, for the defendants are using the 
knowledge given fo the world by Marcel Deprez. They are 


taking his brake for the purpose indicated by him. Не pointed out 
that it should be made by a disc revolving in the field of a permanent 
magnet. Now, the magnet used by the defendants is not of a form 
or shape unknown at the date of the plaintiffs’ patent. On the con- 
trary, the evidence is that the defendants’ magnet is of a common 
kind. Nor, indeed, do the plaintiffs say that a magnet like the 
defendants’ was unknown at the date ofthe patent. What they say 
is that Mr. Hookham discovered that certain shaped magnets, 
covering a large number of well-known magnets (including the 
defendants’) were peculiarly well suited, by reason of their possess- 
ing constancy and power, for use in connection with brakes. But 
it i3 not easy to understand how this discovery could entitle the 
discoverer to prevent persons from using known magnets for the 
purpose of Marcel Deprez's known brake. But it isnot necessary for 
us to decide whether Claim 3 would have been valid if it had been 
more extensive in its operation than, in our opinion, it is. It is 
sufficient for us to eay that the patentee may well have shrunk, in 
making his claim, from risking its validity by making it broader 
than it is. We will now turn to the body of the specification. That 
deals with the use of permanent magnets as an alternative in the 
place of electro-magnets, which the patentee fully describes. No 
drawing is given of any permanent magnet. We have, therefore, to 
depend entirely upon what is said in the specification in order to ascer- 
tam what the patentce is claiming in respect of permanent ma nets. 
The first mention of permanent magnets is at page 4, line 39, where 
he refers to their use in reference to the removal of bars from such 
magnete for the purpose there indicated. Then comes the im- 
portant description (at page 5, line 2, and following). The patentee 
there speaks cf a number of bar magnets being substituted for the 
electro-magret represented in the drawings, though І may use mag- 
nets of other shape or configuration,” and he adds that in all cases 
he wants the pole-pieces of а ceitain shape. This a»pears to us to 
peint to an asrungement for magnets with certain pole-pieces. If 
the patentee had really intended to claim the use of every 
magnet h.ving pole pieces with large surfaces and small slit, he 
ought to have made that clear. Eut he has not dene so. And, 
indeed, his object being to make permanent magnets “ very j owerful 
and very constant,” if he had thought that he had effected his object 
solely by the fora: of ihe pole-pieces, we зік uld have expected him 
to state this, and also to inform the pub ic within what limits as to 
size of the surfaces of the pole-pieces and distance apart the pieces 
should be in order to be elTective in power and constancy. But he 
has not done so. He has said he "prefers" a certain ratio to be 


Vol. 50. No. 1,258, JANUARY 3, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 18 


observed, but he only gives that ratio by reference to a minimum, 
and the evidence shows that his ratio would cover a large number 
of magnets well known at the date of his patent. If he was not 
describing his pole-pieces as an adjunct to his аттапрешепс of 
magnets, but was contemplating a c'aim apart from that arrange ment, 
he was in a position of considerable difficulty, having regard to public 
knowledge at the time of his patent in reference to the use of per- 
manent magnets with a disc to form a magnetic brake in electricity 
meters. For in this case he would not be claiming the use of 
some new combination or arrangement of magnets, or of some new 
magnet invented by him, but would. be claiming the use of every 
known magnet which bappened to have poles with what he calls 
" Jarge " surfaces, and which formed between them what he calls в 
"narrow slit," merely because he bad discovered that they possess 
valuable qualities with reference to a use which might well be held 
known. It appears to us that it would not be fair as against him to 
bold that he intended to make such a large claim, which might have 
made it invalid unless he bad clearly indicated such an intention. 
And if as against him we should not have held such an intention 
shown, we ought not to hold it now in his favour, because it 
suits his present purpose to seek to cover what the defendants 
are doing. But we think that an examination of the 
wording of Claim 3 itself strongly confirms our view that 
his claim was not so large as he now contends it is. He only 
in terms claims the use of permanent magnets, “arranged as 
described wish " (which we think means “accompanied by ”) '' very 
large polar surfaces," &c., and the claim is further covered by the 
last words, substantially as herein described and ia part illustrated 
by the accompanying drawings." So faras the drawings are con- 
cerned with magnets, they show and describe only an electro- 
magnet, and the description in the body of the specification of his 
permanent magnets is (as above mentioned) with reference to a 
number of bar magnets being substituted for the electro-magnet 
represented in the drawinge, though, as he says, I may use magnets 
of other sbape and configuration." Whether in any case the 
patentee's description of his magnet is sufficiently clear to support 
a claim for it we need not consider, baving regard to the conclusion 
we have come to that his claim, at any rate, does not extend to 
cover the defendants’ magnet as used on their brake. For these 
reasons it appears to us that the defendants' machine is no infringe- 
ment of the patent, and it is unnecessary for us to consider the other 
points taken on behalf of the defendants, some of which were dealt 
with by Mr. Justice Farwell in his judgment. The appeal must 
be dismissed with costs. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Crawford-Voelker Lamp Tests. 


Your issue of December 20th contained some criticisms on 
the Crawford-Voelker electric incandescent lamp by a writer 
who does not claim to have ever seen the invention. He 
criticises Colonel Holden's report because it does not specify 
that he tested high voltage lamps, although the context will 
show that such must have been the case, because he says, 
* Ag regards Crawford-Voelker lamps of lower voltages— 
100 volta for instance—there is no difficulty whatever in 
their manufacture. 

Since writing that report Colonel Holden has informed 
me that he has made a successful test with 400-volt lamps. 

I thank you for your kindly paragraph which follows the 
criticism of an unknown person of a lamp wholly unknown 
to him. Without discussing his. motives, I consider that 
you yourself fully answered him. Ав to further official tests, 
I consider that having regard to the exhaustive tests made 
against me by Colonel Holden during a period of nearly a 
year, and in consideration of his high standing, any further 
tests would be in the nature of a criticism on Colonel ITolden 
and his work rather than a test of the lamp. 

I beg leave to add that Colonel Holden is now testing 
lamps in his laboratory on his own account every day, and 
that the 400-volt and the 500-volt lamps, which can be 
made by no one except in our laboratory, represent in 
reality, in my opinion, the electric lamps of the future. 

One of the essential and important features of this inven- 
tion, so far as high voltage lamps are concerned, relates to 
the form of the lamp. The 400-volt carbon filament lamp 
could not be pumped in the ordinary bulb without such an 
enormous loss by the arcing across as to make it commerci- 
ally impossible. 

T. C. Crawford. 


[We regret that we must differ from Mr. Crawford as 
regards the completeness of the replies to our correspondent, 
“F, J. G.“ It has unfortunately come to our knowledge, 
by more channels than one, that the lamps tested by Colonel 


Holden were not of 8 c.p. each, but of higher denomina- 
tions. We are reluctantly obliged, therefore, to concur with 
* F. J. G.," as to the impropriety of comparing the results 
obtained in the tests referred to, with those obtained with 
8-c.P. lamps; such а comparison is wholly valueless, and 
worse—it is misleading. Under the circumstances we feel 
it to be our duty to press our proposal to carry out 
independent and impartial tests of the Crawford-Voelker 
lamps, at our own cost ; and if our offer is not accepted, our 
readers, as well as ourselves, will draw their own conclusions. 
Our feeling in this matteris intensified by statements which 
have been made to us to the effect that a prospectus is in 
course of circulation, dealing with the Crawford-Voelker 
lamp; we cannot too strongly impress upon our readers the 
necessity of ascertaining the truth about this invention 
co they part with a penny of their money.—Ens. ELEC. 
EV. 


From a Man at the Front. 


During the last few days strong rumours have been going 
round of a reinforcing draft of E.E. coming out; we are all 
looking forward to their arrival, or, better still, the advent 
of two relieving companies; not that we are “fed up," but 
а change would be very acceptable. 

The Electrical Engineers, R.E., are doing a very large 
amount of work for a small body of men, and every man 
is fully employed ; we find great difficulty in filling the 
places of men going sick, but fortunately we have been very 
free from sickness, although the men are spread all over the 
country. 

We all feel very proud of Sergeant Entwistle, Corporal 
Holliday, and 2nd Corporal Rook, who have bcen awarded 
the Distinguished Conduct Medal for services in South 
Africa ; Corporal Holliday is still serving with us. 

Wishing you a happy and prosperous New Year, 

E.E, .E. 

South Africa, December 5th, 1901. 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


Re the above interesting article in the REvrEW of 27th 
inst., I should like to ask Mr. White, through your columns, 
how even © so-called tests could be carried out without an 
ammeter in circuit, and what was the object of such ? 

I should also like to ask where Mr. White himself was 
when this ** careless and foolish man went away to seek for 
resin? Later on in his article, Mr. White states that 
* meters, for instance, which, in some stations, are never 
properly tested, can be included in the circuit." Although 
I agree with Mr. White that the testing of meters in a 
central station is often improperly done, and sometimes not 
at all, I do not think that Mr. White's method would be an 
improvement on either of the above cases. If so, it would 
be interesting to know how meters can be “ properly tested ” 
in such a variable circuit as he names. One generally 
requires a steady current from independent secondary cells, 
&c., to carry out meter tests, and even these currents have 
to be frequently adjusted by very sensitive resistances. Mr. 
White would understand better what I mean if he were to 
measure the current in a circuit such as he names, by means 
of, say, a Crompton potentiometer, taking readings every 
two or three minutes. I do not think that meters could be 
tested with any degree of accuracy placed in series with Mr. 
White’s circuit, unless readings were taken about 30 times a 
minute, or something more sensitive than an ordinary ammeter, 
which, of course, could hardly be done. As the Board of 
Trade limit for a meter is within 3 per cent. each way (fast 
or slow), it is as well to make sure, when testing them, that 
the current passing through is a constant and known one. 

C. J. Abraham. 


Partick Electricity Works, 
December 27th, 1901. 


Examination Tests for Electrical Engineers. 
A short time ago saveral letters re examinations appeared 
in your “Correspondence” columns. A certain well-known 
ventleman was, in a sense, invited to receive names of 
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persons interested, to which he generously responded. It is 
now almost a month since his letter appeared, but I have 
good reason for believing that his kindness has not been 
appreciated by а generous response. Why this should be во 
I am at a loss to understand, unless it is that some who have 
got decent positions don't care. I hardly think that it is 
because they have any fear of failing, but there are others, 
and I think that they are in the majority, who would be 
distinctly benefited by a test examination. Let us keep the 


ball rolling, seeing that it has made a start. 
Progress. 


r imo oie i : E —— 


Aluminium. 


In your last issue you are good enough to publish an 
abstract of a paper entitled“ Aluminium: Notes on its 
Production, Properties, and Use," recently read by me 
before the Glasgow Section of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. In that abstract you give one of the tables 
taken from my paper, and have added to it the following :— 


Copper. Aluminium. 
Equivalent price for equal section e 337 
Equivalent price for equal conductivity... 1 2:03 


appending a note to the effect that “ these figures have been 
interpolated by us from another table not reproduced in this 
abstract.“ 1 would take the opportunity of pointing out 
that no figures given in my paper bear the interpretation 
you have attributed to them. It appears to me to be 
probable that you have assumed the figures in question 
from the data given in Table VI. The explanation of this 
table is given in the context. It shows, for different 
market values of copper wire, the equivalent price. per pound 
one could afford to pay for aluminium wire, for either equal 
section or equal conductivity. The market values of both 
classes of wire, at any given period, being known, this table 
&hows at a glance which of the two wires is the cheaper. 
It is further stated that the current price of copper is 
about 10d. per lb., and of aluminium wire about 1s. 6d. 
per lb., from which figures, by the aid of the comparative 
table you give in your abstract, the two additions you have 
made can be calculated as follows :— 


; Соррет. Aluminium. 
Equivalent price} for equal 
section ET m: b 18 x 0:297 = 0°53 
Equivalent price for equal 
conductivity is ios 1:8 x 0:485 = 0:87 


As your statement of the comparative figures is evidently 
an error, I should be much obliged if you could find space 
for this letter in your next issue. 

W. Murray Morrison. 

British Aluminium Company, Limited, 

Foyers, N.B., December 28th, 1901. 


* 


Glasgow Exhibition Power Department. 


We notice in last week's issue that in the description of 
Messrs. Belliss & Morcom's standard high speed engines, you 
mention that on many occasions their exhibit at the Glasgow 
Exhibition had to take the load from other sets with which 
the makers were experiencing trouble. As we were 
exhibitors at the same time and were running on the power 
and lighting circuit, we should not care for your readers to 
think that these remarks applied to ourselves. 

As a matter of fact, our engine (No. 8) was the first 
engine to pass its 25 per cent. overload test, and this at the 
first trial. The engine was also the first engine to do any 
work at all in the Exhibition ; the governing on the engine 
throughout the whole of the Exhibition was in every way 
satisfactory, the permanent drop in speed being three revolu- 
tions in 380 at full load, and we may also say that we ran 
through the whole of the Exhibition in a perfectly satis- 
factory manner, and none of the bearings were closed. "The 
total number of hours that our engine was on load was 643 
out of a possible 1,123. The first five weeks we ran every 
day until 10.30 at night without a standby. All the time 
the engine was running with the nuts taken off at the top of 
the holding down bolts, and at the close of the Exhibition 
the combined base of the engine and dynamo was 1] in. 
lower at one end than the other, owing to the faulty nature 
of the foundations, Of course we do not write this letter 


with the idea that you were imputing that any individual 
plant did not give satisfaction, but at the same time, know- 
ing that our plant had run extremely well, we think it best 
to draw the attention of your readers to the fact. Messrs. 
Belliss & Morcom’s productions deservedly stand very high 
in the estimation of electrical engineers, and it is not our 
intention in writing this to you that you should for a moment 
think that we think otherwise of them. 


Browett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Limited. 
WM. STEAD, Director. 


The Tramway Junction at Sheffield. 


The letter in your last issue signed “ P. W. Askham,” 
anent, the above seems to be one of those things that would 
have been “better left unsaid.” Whatever its object it was 
quite beside the mark. Every tramway engineer all over the 
country has probably heard about the junction at the 
Sheffield Post Office corner. It is unique in its character. 
I do not know another like it, and its recent re-construction 
distinctly marks an important advance in tramway special 
track work. 

I wil! not reply to Messrs. Askham’s letter. Messrs. 
Askham give their own case away in stating that their 
points, &c., after two years’ running, were only a little above 
scrap heap utility. 

‚ This question, however, so far as we engineers are con- 
cerned, is not one to be argued for the ultimate benefit of 
any one manufacturer. Electric traction is in its infancy, 
and we all welcome any improvement upon our present 
methods. How is it the L.C.C., Glasgow, Manchester, 
Reading, &c., Corporations have all sent their special track 
work to America ? Simply because English manufacturers 
are not up to date in the work. ‘ What did 10 years ago 
will do to-day," they seem tothink. 

There is, therefore, absolutely no doubt that the Sheffield 
Corporation did a wise although a bold thing to adopt new 
work for this important corner in place of the old faulty 
points, &c., and engineers generally will watch with interest 
the behaviour of the new manganese material. If it suc- 
ceeds it will once for all break through the absurd 
Hobson’s choice system which has so far encumbered our 
work and allowed Americans to step in. 

I have had the pleasure of meeting representatives of 
several American tramway works, men who possess the tech- 
nical and engineering abilities to discuss a scheme in all its 
points. The “Commercial Traveller” опе is so much used 
to is entirely absent, for talk to a practical engineer, and here 
lies one of the secrets of the success of American invasion 
into tramway work, regret it though we may. 


Electric. 
December 30th, 1901. 
BUSINESS NOTES. 
Dissolutions and  Liquidations.—The Anderson 


Electrical Traction Syndicate, Limited, is winding-up voluntarily, 
with Mr. E. A. Mitchell as liquidator. 

Messrs. A. H. Davies and J. Pollard (Stanley Davies & Pollard, 

electrical and general engineers, Hyde, Chester) have dissolved 
partnership. Debts will be attended to by the Pollard Electrical 
Engineering Company, who will carry on the business. 
The partnership of Messrs. Jackson & Till having expired on 
December 31st, the business will in future be carried on in two 
separate departments. The india-rubber and gutta-percha depart- 
ments will be continued under the style of Edward Till & Co. The 
rice department will trade as Jackson, Son & Co. Both firms will 
occupy the same offices as hitherto, so arranged as to keep the two 
businesses separate. 


Ediswan Lamp.— The Edison and Swan United 
Electric Light Company, Limited, announce that they have reccived 
the honour of appointment by Royal warrant as purveyors of elec- 
tric lamps to his Majesty the King. 


The Fire at Gent's,—We are glad to learn that, the 
day after the fire which took place at their works at Leicester, 
Messrs. Gent & Co. were able to secure extensive adjoining premises, 
where they are immediately getting to work, so that little or no 
delay will take place in the execution of orders. 
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Electrical Wares Exported. 


Warg anba Dec. 24TH, 1901. 


Adelaide. Value £22 Alexandria .. .. Value £67 
Alexandria .. " és 64 Auckland аж à; .. 18 
Amsterdam.. ` 55 Boca. Teleg. mat. Я ox 80 
Bangkok ps .. 100 Bombay  .. ie га . 151 
Buenos Ayres .. iie .. 189 - Teleg. mat. .. 60 
Calcutta d. S .. 919 Boulogne es 59 

n Teleg. mat. 45 Buenos Ayres .. m .. 86 

ve Teleg. wire 167 Teleg. mat. ee 586 
Cape Town 


00... .. 179 | Cadiz Teleg. cable.  .. 209 
Demerara. Teleg. mat. . 720 Calcutta .. 5 «s T 
Durban 


ee е 6 ee ee 61 Cape Town ee ee ee es 415 

9y Teleph. mat. ee ee 99 Channel Islands eo eo ee 810 
Fremantle ee ee ee ee 1,349 Chinde ee е є ee ee 12 
Gibraltar. Teleg. mat. .. - 19 Colombo js са . 128 
Hong Ko Teleg. cable 83 Е Teleg. mat. .. 9% 128 
Kure. Teleg. cable is . . 6,458 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 49 
Melbourne .. s “a 1,248 Durban ө» ee ЖА ee 105 
Nagasaki .. v T E 22 East London "m T . . 177 
Ostend zi ss na ee 194 Halifax. Submarine cable .. 4,200 
Paris .. T oe ae sie 16 Hong Kong.. e» vá а 242 
Perth.. ee oe oe ^ шә 138 Melbourne ee oe ee E80 
Port Elizabeth .. x . 76 a Teleg. wire . . 4,100 
Reval. 11 Rosario 35 
Rotterdam. Teleg. wire és 28 si Teleg. mat . 429 
Rouen ©» ae a ae 35 i Teleg.instruments .. 893 
Santa Cruz.. 79 Rotterdam. Teleg. wire ex 98 
Shanghai .. 153 Santiago «s ws .. 105 
Bingapore .. es ae .. 610 Santos T - “a .  9€5 
Sydney аж "n «4 .. 2,816 РА Teleg. mat. vs . Ai 
у angani P й “a 30 Singapore .. ee vd (ў 17 
Yok T 106 Stockholm. Teleg. cable . . 167 
Sydney 28 ae . 6,759 

okohama .. 160 

Total ee £15,272 Total £22,889 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Telephones Value £12 Melbourne. Elec. mat. .. Value £300 
Melbourne. Teleph.apparatus 45 | 


Total a £51 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEBK ENDING JAN. 1вт, 1901. WEEK ENDING DEc. 31st, 1901: 


Beira. aug s .. Value £820 Adelaide .. Value £514 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. .. 183 Alexandria .. T. 45 .. 16 
Calcutta  .. sè ve .. 900 Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. .. 100 
Cape Town.. i4 ад 226 Calcutta КҮ as . . 1,287 
Channel Islands .. 25 .. 689 Cape Town .. we Ws . . 190 
Christchurch НР кө à 39 Channel Islands .. ds .. 150 
Colombo ee és mie 10 Christiania. Teleg. wire T 51 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire .. 288 Colombo wo m са 10 
Flushing .. * Уз s 20 Copenhagen T К a 91 
Ghent dii và x T 19 x Teleg. wire 44 
Gothenburg. Teleg. wire . 12 Durban is a oe 8 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... .. 500 Fremantle .. - sx . 656 
Madras es Vs we 20 Hong Kong.. - ЖА a 30 
Melbourne е ee ee 115 Madras ee ee #0 
Rosario ee ."* ee ee 456 Melbourne ee ee ee eo 05 
Valparaiso. Teleg. mat. .. 628 ii Teleg. wire.. .. 675 
Zanzibar T wis c 88 Perth.. Pu ©» ix P 14 
Rio de Janeiro Ке . 140 

Singapore .. ee бе S 179 

Sydney ws i 988 .. 49 

Total oe £4,328 Total £5,496 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Brisbane. Teleph. mat. Value 4100 | 


Books Received, —Scienre Abstracts for December 26th, 
No. 48. London: E. & Е. ЇЧ. Spon, Limited. 28. 

“ Mesures Electriques," by E. Vigneron. Paris: Gauthier-Villars. 
3 fr. and 2 fr. 50c. 

“ Discussion on the Teaching of Mathematics,” British Association 
Meeting at Glasgow, 1901. Edited by John Perry. London: 
MacMillan & Co., Limited. 2s. net. 

Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, Vol. 31, No. 
153. Edited by W. G. McMillan. London: E. & F. N. Spor, 
Limited. 5s. 


Calendars and Catalogues.—We have received from 
Messrs. Mosses & Mitchell, of 68—71, Chiswell Street, E.C., a glass 
paper weight, which will, without fail, remind usof their vulcaniced 
fibre sheets, insulators, &c., throughout the year. 

A neat wall calendar, with daily date slips, comes to hand from 
the Deutsch-Atlantiscke Kabel Company (vid Emden-Azores). 

The Eastern and Associated Telegraph Companies bave sent us 
one of their useful pocket memoranda books, with calendars for the 
next two years, details of the directorates and capital of the dif- 
ferent companies, rates per word for messages, and a map showing 
their cable systems throughout the world. 

A handy desk blotting pad is being sent out to the friends of the 
Hart Accumulator Company, Limited. 

From the Electri Company, Limited, we have received a 
descriptive pamphlet of their automatic controllers for lifts, for 
continuous and polyphase currents for voltages up to 500 volts. 

The B.T.H. Company's pamphlet, No. 115 (December 23rd), deals 
with interchangeable enclosed arc lamps for alternating and direct- 
current circuits. 

We are indebted to the International Electric Company for a 
handy little inkpot in the shape of а porcelain insulator. 

Mcssrs. J. Halden & Co., of Westminster, have sent us a calendar, 
with monthly sheets, for the new year. 

From Cryselco, Limited, of Bedford, we have received a new and 
abridged illustrated catalogue of the Cryselco lamp. 

Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Thompson, Limited, have, as usual, for- 
warded us one of their calendars for the current year. 

The Electrical Supply Company, of Hatton Garden, is sending 
out a useful metal plate calendar to stand on the desk. 


Fire.—Last Saturday week, at 10.30 p.m., the West 
Ham Fire Brigade was called to a fire at Cook’s Road, High 
Street. Several drums of electric cable and about 30 barrels of 
pitch and a quantity of timber had been placed in Cook's Road by 
workmen in the employ of the Charing Cross and City Electric 
Light Company, who are working in the neighbourhood. A spark 
from the watchman's fire ignited some of the pitch and wood, and 
in a few minutes there was a big blaze. The alarm was from the 
electric fire alarm post in Abbey Road, and two fire engines were 
quickly in attendance. Thrce drums of cable, and about 30 barrels 
of pitch and a quantity of timber were severely damaged. 


For Sale.—The Hull Electric Lighting Committee wants 
offers for two Willans-Holmes steam dynamos, three “Economic " 
boilers, and other plant, of which particulars appear in our “ Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — We ате 
informed that, from January lst, the telegraphic address of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers will be “ Voltampere, London.” 


Signalling.—It is announced in the daily press that tl:e 
North-Eastern Hailway Company have just placed an order with 
the Hall Signal Company, New York, for an experimental installa- 
tion on the main line, near York, of a system of automatic electrical 
signalling. 


Smoke Prosecution.—On 20th ult., at West London, 
Mr. Bodkin, on behalf of the Hammersmith Borough Council, 
appeared to support 12 summonses issued against the Central 
London Railway Company in respect of the issuing of black smoke 
from their chimneys at the generating station of the works in Wood 
Lane.—Mr. Horace Avory (for the company) said he had to make 
an appeal to ёле magistrate to be merciful. At present, the com- 
pany were unable to comply with the law and to keep up the ser- 
vice of trains without making black smoke. He then proceeded to 
state that experiments were being made with Lancashire boilcrs, 
four of which were diminishing the cause of comp'aint at the 
westcrn chimrey. Already the company had spent £10,000 in 
alterations, and contemplated others which required to be carried 
out by degrees.—Mr. Rose said the only question to consider was 
the amount of fines to be impose’. It was a large and prosperous 
company, well able to pay the maximum fine, but Ec was of opinion 
that he ought not to enforce it, as it was clear they had not been 
contumacious, as the coal had been changed and the machinery 
altered. He saw no desire on the part of the company (о be reck- 
less in complying with the regulations of the Act of Parliament. 
He must impose fines to stimulate the company in these experi- 
ments, which he hoped would prove successful. He fined the com- 
pany £5 in each of the summonses, amounting in all to £60, and 
eight guineas ‹ овіч, 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Baxter & Caunter, 
of 5, Macclesfield Street, Shaftesbury Avenue, W., who are во:е 
agents for the Newton Electrical Works, Limited, Taunton, have 
also been appointed sole agents for the London, South and East Coast 
district for the Electric and Ordnance Accessories Company, 
Limited, Stellite Worke, Cheston Road, Aston, Birmingham. The 
company are manufacturers of motor fans, traction switchboards, 
distribution switchboards, telephones, bells, and all electrical acces- 
sories, and Mes:rs. Baxter & Caunter are opening a warehouse, 
where they will stock large quantities of this material. 

Messrs. Connolly Bros., Limited, of Manchester, notify that the 
arrangement under which the United Asbestos Company, Limited, 
represented their company in Scotland was terminated on December 
31et, 1901. All communications from Scotland should be addressed 
to Messrs, Connolly's works at Blackley, Manchester, until further 
notice. 

Mr. T. Harding Churton, of Leeds, notifies that the style of his 
firm in future will be T. Harding Churton & Co. 

The Aberdeen Electric Engineering Company, Limited, which 
formerly carried on business in Schoolhill, has now entered into 
possession of new and extensive premises at 15, Belmout Strect, 
Aberdeen. 

We are informed that Mr. Alfred Н. Gibbipgs is retiring from 
further association with the busine:s of Messrs. Gibbings & Baker 
in favour of Mr. H. W. Appleby, who has had active interests in 
the business for the past six months. The title of the firm will, 
from January 1st, 1902, therefore be Baker & Appleby, by whom 
all accounts will be received, and all debts or other responsibilities 
taken over. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


— — ——— 


Alloa.— The electric lighting of the principal streets of 
the burgh was begun just before Christmas, from the Driti-h Electric 
Plant Compauy's works. Messrs. Buchan & Hogarth are the 
ероіпеег». i 


Bath.—An erroneous. impression seems to have got 
abroad in connection with the recent switchboard failures at Bath. 
]teports have been published referring to serious breakdowns on 
the "old" апа on the "new" switchboards, and rumour has 
attributed tbis trouble to the switchgear supplied by Messrs. 
Ferranti, Limited, but the facts of the case are that the original 
board suppl:ed to the Bath Corporation was superseded last year by 
а пем board of Americau make, and on а failure occurring on both 
of these boards, as stated in our issue of December 13tb, Messrs. 
Ferranti were at once called in, aid supplied, within three days of 
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the breakdown, one of their well-known high-pressure switchgears, 
which is already erected, and is now being connected up to the 
circuits. 


Belfast.—A deputation of the Amalgamated Soci.ty of 
Engineers has waited on the Electrical and Gas Committee of the 
Corporation with reference to a resolution by the Committee passed 
12 months ago, to fill the next vacancy in the electrical station with 
a qualified mechanical engineer. The deputation pointed out the 
risk of running new machinery without skilled engineers, aud the 
constant attendance required. The Committee unanimously 
resolved to recommend the next vacancy to be so filled. 


Bognor.—The U.D.C. has received a report by Mr. J. 
Enright, recommending the erection of an electricity installation at 
ап estimated cost of £12,000, and a poll of the ratepayers is to be 
taken. 


Carlton.—A scheme and plans having been submitted 
by the Nottingham Suburban Light Railway Company, asking per- 
mission to construct an electrical light railway between the Reading 
Room, Carlton, and the boundary on Swinton Hill, the D,C. has 
decided to assent to ihe scheme and gladly welcome a further 
extension. The cost is estimated at £7,806. 


Coventry.— The electrical engineer, Mr. Jeckell bas 
reported to the Committee that, whereas for the six montbs ending 
September 30th, 1900, there was a deficit on the working expenscs, 
apart from interest and sinking fund, of some £70, for the six 
months ending September 30th, 1901, there was a profit of some 
£370, on the same basis as last year. 


Crieff.— Messrs. Crompton & Co., Limited, have sub- 
mitted to the T.C. a draft agreement for leasing the Council's prov. 
order for electric lighting. The company will pay the cost of the 
order, and will charge 3d. per unit for street lighting and 6d. per 
unit for private supply. 


Edmonton.—The D.C. has resolved to borrow up to 
£70,000 for electric lighting purposes. 


Exeter.— The T.C. has approved of the report of the 
E.L. Committee recommending immediate progress with the new 
electricity works. 


Glasgow.—The Corporation has entered into an agree- 
ment with the Glasgow and South- Western Railway Company to 
supply current for St. Enoch's Station and cerlain other premises in 
the city to an estimated extent of at least 660,000 units per annum, 
for a period of three years dating from June Ist, 1901, and there- 
after from year to vear, at the price of 13d. per unit. A considerable 
portion of the above will be used during the day and the engineer, 
Mr. Cbamen, assured the committee that at this figure—14d.—they 
would have a margin of profit. The Railway Company had stated 
that unless they got it at this figure they would build works of 
tteir own. 

The Caledonian Railway Company, who are also making exten- 
sive additions to their Central Station, are laying down a practically 
new generating station for clectric lighting ard power purposes. 
The voltage they have adopted is 220 volts, while that of the Cor- 
poration is 250 and 500 volts. It is evidently their intention not 
to бе :оте customers of the Corporation at any time, accounted for 
perhaps by the fact that they are always morc or less at logge: heads 
with the Corporation. 


Hornsey.—The D.C. bas appointed Mr. Norman 
Staniland, of Canterbury, as clerk of the works and resident 
engineer ata salary of £250, rising to £300 on the starting of the 
electricity supply. The Council has also decided to vary the charge 
to 7d. per unit for the first 100 hours and 2d. after, and that the 
arrangement with the National Wiring Company shall be a rental 
of 6d. per lamp per quarter instead of 1d. per unit. As we have 
previously urged in these columns, a tixed rental is the proper 
method of charging, while a surcharge on every unit consumed is 
most unjust. 


Hull.—The supply of cnergy to Messrs. Earle's ship- 
building yard is to te given by the Corporation at a price of 13d. 
per unit for 300,000 units per annum, decreasing to 1d. per unit if 
the demand exceeds 1, 500, 000. Extra transformers, costing £2,780 ; 
mains, £6,000; and other apparatus, bringing up the total to £9,200, 
will be installed for the purpose. 


Kettering.—The T.C. has decided to ercct an electricity 
works and dust destructor, at a cost of about £50,000. 


Kolar Gold Field.—According to the Madras mail, 
rapid progress is being made with the electrical equipment, much 
of which is already on the spot, having been imported from 
America. The high pressure transmission line has reached a point 
46 miles from the Field, balf way to the Cauvery Falls. The 
m rate of progress has Lecu scven miles of line completed per 
week. | i 


London.—5r. Pancris.—The engineer (Mr. S. Baynes) 
has submitted to the Electricity Committee a report as to the 
advisability of sinking artesian wells at the generating stations at 
Regent’s Park and in King’s Road. It is estimated that the 
expenditure would amount to about £2,200 in cach case. As the 
present consumption of water costs £600 per annum, and as the use 
of soft water would prevent scaliug of the boilers, the Committee 
has recommended tbe Council to sanction the expenditure. 

Some months ago the Borough Council convened a conference of 
the other Metropolitan Councils to consider the requirements of the 
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Postmaster-General as to the plans showing the position of mains, 
when it was decided to appoint a deputation to wait upon the Post- 
master-General. 'lhe deputation pointed out that the request to be 
supplied with maps 10 ft. to the mile, showing positions of mains, 
&c., was unreasonable, and in many cases impossible. The deputa- 
tion therefore suggested :—(1) That the information required would 
be much better supplied in the form of a pocket-book as kept by 
most engineers, giving the distance of the mains from the building 
line or edge of kerb, width occupied by them and their depth; (2) 
that if maps were to be supplied the Postmaster-General should be 
satisficd with maps on a large scale of those roads and streets 
through which he was desirous of laying mains, and that planus of 
service boxes could only be furnished after laying, as in many cases 
the shape depends upon the nature of the ground. It is 
thought that the Postmaster-General will adopt one of these 
suggestions. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—Owing to the small size and rateable value 
of the borough, the Council has decided to take a supply of elec- 
tricity in bulk from the adjoining boroughs of Hackney and 
Islington. | 

Рорглв.—Тһе Millwall Docks Company have entered into an 
agreement with tbe Borough Council for lighting the docks by elec- 
tricity. It is estimated that half a million units per annum will be 
required. The Council will also supply the City of London Infir- 
mary, which is within the bounds of the borough, at a rate of 34d. 
per unit. 

IsLINdTON.— With reference to the explosion of gas which 
occurred in the electric lighting conduits in Highbury Park on 
October 8th, the Lighting Committee recommends that pro- 
ceedings be taken against the Gas Light and Coke Company for 
the damage sustained by the Council iu consequence of the 
explosion. 

STEPNEY —A conference of representatives of the Borough 
Councils bas been held at the Stepney Town Hall to consider the 
decision of the Divisional Court, tbat electric lighting inspection 
chambers and strect boxes are within the scope of the London 
Building Act, and notice of intention to construct them must be 
served upon the district surveyor, who is entitled to the statutory 
fees for "supervising the work." The conference adopted a resolu- 
tion “that united action be taken by the Metropolitan Borough 
Councils for thc transfer to them of the duties now exercised by the 
district surveyors under the London Buildiug Acts, so far as tbose 
duties refer to electriclighting boxes and similar constructions under 
the public way." 


Maidstone.— The new elcetricity works, which was 
opened last month, was erected to the designs of Messrs. Stevens 
aud Barker, and contains tive boilers, five steam dynamos (four of 
150-kw. each, and one of 75-kw.), and a battery of 280 Chloride 
cells. The three-wire system is in use, and the streets are lighted 
with 44 Brockie-Pell arc lamps. 


Manchester,—At a recent meeting of the Electricity Com- 
mittee it was stated that excellent progress had been made in con- 
nection with the new generating station in Bloom Street. The 
second 3,000-н.р. generating set has already been started, and will 
enable the department to speedily meet the wants of custcmers 
now waiting for current to the extent of over 50,000 8-C. P. lamps. 
The Committee had under consideration the question of tenders for 
the provision of 12 boilers, with economisers and feed-pumps, for 
the supplementary installation, equal to 12,000 H.P., designed by 
Mr. Metzger, the chief clectrical engineer, for the station at Stuart 
Street. It should be stated,in regard to the tenders for boilers, 
that an advertisement, with specifications, was prepared by the 
Committee, and was published on November 15th. It was re- 
quested that tenders should be in before noon on December 4th. 
Ketween November 15th and that date, however, it was discovered 
tbat the specification statcd that “each boiler is to be fitted with 
Babcock & Wilcox’s superheater, baving a heating surface of 
509 sq. ft.,“ and that words which should have followed—“ or other 
approved type,"—had been omitted. It was obvious that the 
clause, as it stood, restricted competition, and it was resolved by 
the Committee not to open the tenders which had come in, but to 
issue fresh specifications, leaving out entirely the names of Babcock 
and Wilcox. The clause, in its amended form, read, each boiler 
is to be fitted with a superheater baving a heating surface," &c. 
The amended specifications were issued on December 7th to all 
persons who had applied for copies of the original specifications 
and had paid the customary deposit of five guineas, free of charge. 
The error was pointed out to them, and they were asked to tender 
afresh, and to revise their tenders if they thought necessary. The 
tenders received were adjudicated upon, and the Committee 
recommended the Council to accept that of Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox, as being absolutely the lowest tender. With regard to 
automatic stokers, the original specification stated that the stoking 
gear is to be of the chain-grate, coking, or other type," sothat no 
limit was placed upon contractors, who were at liberty to use what- 
ever type they thought proper. The Committee recommended that 
the contract for coal economisers should be placed with Messrs. 
Green, of Manchester, and that for feed-pumps with Messrs. Blake 
and Knowles, of Loudon. These contracts will come before the 
City Council for approval or otherwise at the next meeting. 


Oban.— The T.C. is inviting tenders for works in con- 
nection with the erection of an electrical generating station. 


Pemberton.— Just before Christmas the D.C. inaugu- 
rated the new electric lighting installation, which has cost about 
£20,000. 
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Quebec.—The submarine cable which is to convey power 
from the Levis side to Quebec, was laid on December 12th. The 
work was commenced shortly after 8 o'clock, the Ferry Company's 
steamer Queen clearing a way through the ice, followed by the 
M. F. Hackett, from which the cable was dropped into the river. It 
took 20 minutes to perform the work. 


Southport.—The accounts of the six years’ operations of 
the electricity works show that during the past year the demand 
bas again made good headway, the number of new lamp connections 
exceeding that of any previous year. The figures in 1900—1 had 
risen to 910 consumers, 56,780 lamps, and 1,023,970 units sold. In 
the wages and management expenses subetantial economies have 
been effected, the total costs being 1°65d. per unit. The larger 
output has improved the receipts, but the yield on gross profit on 
capital employed has been reduced. Still the return was sufficient 
to pay the interest charges, to provide 2:97 per cent. of the average 
capital for its redemption, and to leave a balance of £695 to the 
good. On March 31st, 1901, the capital expenditure amounted to 
£133,036, and the amount expended in the 12 months ending March 
31st, 1901, was £30,290. The traction charges average 1°74d. per 
unit, and the rates for both heating and power are 4d., reducing 
to 2d. 


Sydney.— The City Council has approved of the purchase 
of a site for the electricity works in Pyrmont for the sum of £13,300, 
and has resolved to authorise the consulting engineers, Messrs. 
Preece and Cardew, to proceed with the electric lighting scheme. 


Swansea.—The Corporation quoted 1}d. per unit for 
lighting the harbour by electricity, but the Executive Committee 
of the Harbour Trust has decided to recommend the rejection of 
the Council’s offer, and that an independent scheme be proceeded 
with. | 

West Bromwich.—The E.L. Committee of the Cor- 
poration recommends that immediate application be made to the 
L. d. B. for sanction to borrow the sum of £8,500 to meet the cost of 
extension of the new electricity works, in order to provide the 
energy required for the working of the trams. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The Tramways Committee has in view a 
£30,000 scheme for tramways extensions. 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway.—It is stated 
that, in its uncompleted state, this railway has been sold, and the 
purchaser is no other tban Mr. Yerkes, who may complete and use 
the line as part of his new underground system, which includes the 
District, the Brompton and Piccadilly, the Charing Cross and 
Hampstead, and other railways. The price, it is stated, exceeds a 
quarter of a million. 


Birkenhead.—The B. of T. inspection of the Dock 
electrie tram route was made by Lieut.-Col. Von Donop last week. 
The line was afterwards opened for public traflic. 


Bournemouth.—The Town Council: has sanctioned the 
scheme for extending the electric tramway to Southbourne. 


Bristol.—The City Council on Wednesday had pre- 
sented to it a report from the Special Committee charged with 
Inquiry into the purchase of the electric tramways. The Committee 
was formed on the suggestion of Alderman George Pearson, not 
with the idea of compulsory purchase, but because there was an im- 
pression that the company was not unwilling to negotiate with a view 
to the acquisition by the city. The figures furnished by the com- 
pany as the basis for a sale were, however, such that the Committce 
could not recommend the Council to accept. There the matter 
ends. The balance of the term before the city can purchase under 
the powers of the Tramways Act is between 13 and 14 years. The 
company have 30 miles of tramways and 232 cars in use. They have 
a large manufacturing and repairing depót at Brislington, a num- 
ber of smaller depóts, a fine new power station, and a smaller 
power station at St. George's. It is understood that the price named 
by the company approximated to 2} millions. 


Carshalton,—The B.E.T. Co. have declined to supply the 
local Ratepayers’ Committee with copies of their lithographed plans 
for tram routes, saying that they can only supply the same to 
persons who have already decided not to oppose their scheme. 


Central London Railway.— Serious inconvenience was 
caused on Monday by a mishap on the Central London Railway. 
It appears that just before five o’clock in the morning, а motor was 
being shunted into the Bank Station to take the first train to 
Shepherd’s Bush, when, though going dead-slow, some part of 
the gear apparently fouled the current rail, and it jumped the 
points just where the two tunnels join, and effectually prevented 
any train entering or leaving either. The nearest “ cross-over” by 
which trains could be shunted from one linc to the other was at 
the British Museum Station, and this was made, the temporary City 
terminus, a 3j-minute service being maintained to and from 
Shepherd's Bush. The space in the tube is so small that it was with 


the utmost difficulty that the engine, which weighed 44 tons, and 
was resting against the side of the tunnel, could be moved. It was 
not till five o'clock that the line was cleared and traffic resumed. 


Dewsbury.—The B.E.T. Co. are now in possession of the 
Dewsbury, Batley, and Birstall (Steam) Tramways. A special 
meeting of the directors of the local company was held on Thurs- 
day, December 19+Ь, for the purpose of meeting representatives of 
the B.E.T. Co. The transfers of the shares of those shareholders who 
agreed to sell to the Traction Company were passed, and the 
management of the line was formally transferred to that company. 
The directors of the local company resigned, and new directors (all 
London gentlemen) were nominated for election in their places. 
Mr. Laxton retains his position as secretary, and for the present 
there will be no change in the running of cars, or the matter of 
fares, working staff, &c. About t?ths of the shares of the old com- 
pany are now held by the Traction Company. The Batley Corpora- 
tion have powers to purchase the section of the lines within their 
borough, and it is stated that the recent transfer will not affect the 
Corporation’s position. Negotiations, however, are now proceeding 
between the Traction Company and the Batley Corporation for the 
leasing of the lines to the company. The Corporation have incurred 
costs amounting to about £3,000 in obtaining powers to purchase 
their section of the line and in opposing the Traction Company, 
and it is now held by many people that they are in no better posi- 
tion than they would have been had they agreed with the company 
two years ago. The new directors have made important alterations 
in the working of the system as regards fares and frequency of 
service, 

Douglas.—The House of Keys has granted the petition 
of the Douglas Town Council that the Council be empowered to 


borrow the sum of £52,000 with which to carry out the purchase of 
the Bay and town sections of the Douglae tramways. 


Durban.—A syndicate has applied to the Corporation for 
the rights to construct electric trams for the Umgeni district, соп: 
necting with the Corporation line. 


Eastbourne.—The E.L. Committee has prepared an 


electric tram scheme. 


Electric Tramways and the Snow.—The recent heavy 
snowfalls in the Tyneside and Wearside districts have most injuri- 
ously interfered with the tramway traffic in both areas. In New- 
castle, which is further removed from the rea than is Sunderland, 
the snow lay much more readily, and with the heavy gradients, 
traffic was soon stopped. In Sunderland, where the gradients are 
much easier, and the hills considerably shorter, the traffic was in 
part impeded within four hours of the fall. No attempt at all 
adequate was made to deal with it as it fell, and as a consequence, 
by 2 o'clock in the afternoon two cars were off the metals, one at 
Roker, the extreme north-east end of the town, and the other at 
the west end, on Hylton Road section. Later, another stoppage 
occurred on the Grangetown section, and generally, the running was 
most irregular. Several members of the Sunderland Tramways 
Committee were very wroth at the stoppages, most of which they 
considered to have been preventable, and they are taking steps to 
provide wooden snowploughs, and are considering other means of 
coping with future falls. The Cleansing Sub-committee of the 
Health Committee are responsible for the street cleaning, and the 
Tramways Committee think they should have charge of the track. 


Gloucester.—Mr. Alfred Dickinson, acting for the Cor- 
poration, will confer with Mr. Samuel White, managing director of 
the City of Gloucester Tramways Company, with reference to the 
value of the company's system, and as to the terms of purchase. 
He will afterwards advise the Corporation as to the advisability of 
taking over the system. 


Greenock.—The Greenock and Port Glasgow Tramways 
Company have refused to take the question of running cars on 
Sunday to arbitration, and the Greenock Town Council have now 
decided to obtain legal opinion on the points in dispute before going 
further. 


Hamburg.—It is stated that Messrs. Siemens & Halske, 
the Berlin General Electric Company and the Hamburg General 
Tramways Company have entered into an agreement to form a com- 
pany with a capital of 15,000,000 marks for the purpose of con- 
structing and working electric tramways in Hamburg and suburbs. 
This agreement has just been ratified by the Hamburg State autho- 
rities. 

Isle of Man.—The electric sections of the tramways 
belonging to the Isle of Man Tramways and Electric Power Com- 
pany, Limited, in liquidation, have been sold for upwards of 
£250,000. A Manchester syndicate is said to be the purchaser. 
In September last an offer of £188,850 was made for the sections 
when they were submitted for sale by public tender. The sections 
in question are those between Douglas and Laxey, Laxey and Snae- ` 
fell, and Laxey and Ramsey. The sale of the properties will, it is 
said, admit of a dividend of 10s. in the £ being paid to creditors of 
the company, but the ordinary and preference shareholders will not 
get anything. | 

Keighley.—The liquidator of the Keighley Tramways 
Company, Limited, has paid a first and final dividend of 11s. 8d. per 


£1 share to the shareholders out of the proceeds of the sale of the 
undertaking to the Corporation. 


(Continued on page 23.) 
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THE CENTRAL EXCHANGE OF THE LONDON 
POST OFFICE TELEPHONES. 


(Concluded from Vol. 49, page 1049.) 


Havinc shown how a second exchange is called up from the 
Central, we shall assume that the process is reversed, and 
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current about 2 milliamperes—is too small to actuate the 
clearing relay at the originating exchange, so that the 
clearing lamp there glows; the relay at the Central, 
however, is operated, closing the circuit from the battery 
to earth through the clearing lamp and two resistances 
of 40w and 80w respectively. While this is taking 
place the Central operator has tested the subscriber’s jack 
with the idi: of the plug, and, if he is disengaged, has inserted 
it and pressed the ringing key. This, it 
will be seen, connects the generator to the 
subscriber’s line through the interrupter, 
sending intermittent calls automatically. 
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that a call originating at a district common-battery exchange 
is to be dealt with on the junction board at the Central. 
A reference to the diagram below will show that the two 
exchanges are, so far as the speaking circuit is con- 
cerned, mechanically isolated from one another, com- 
munication being effected entirely by induction through the 
repeating coils. The latter, again, on the line side at 
the Central Exchange, are not connected with a battery, but 
only through a condenser for speaking currents, and through 
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Originating Exchange. 


OXFORD STREET, AND WESTMINSTER TELEPHONE 


| serted. At the same time, the relay connects 
the tip and ring of the plug respectively 
with the repeating coil through the ring- 
ing key, as soon as the latter is released 
by the subscribers reply. The current which then 
flows actuates the 10 relay в, which throws the 
20w coil of relay n into action ; the current flowing from 
the originating exchange then increases, and operates the 
relay at the originating exchange, so that the clearing lamp 
there goes out. The circuit is then ready for speaking, and 
the subscribers are “through,” as shown in the small 
diagram on the following page. 
Should the operator require to speak to either of .the 
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DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS OF JUNCTION OPERATORS KEYBOARD AT CENTRAL EXCHANGE. 


a relay for signalling currents. The diagram indicates the 
multiple jacks at the originating exchange, which are dealt 
with by the operator there, as already mentioned. The junc- 
tion lines are joined to thie repeating coils at the Central 
Exchange, and being connected with the batter y at the 
first exchange, they convey a current to the fine wire coil of 
the relay, m, which has a resistance of 12,0000. The 


subscribers, she would have to press the speaking key shown 
in the diagram. This, it will be seen, would connect the 
operator's head set with the subscriber's circuit. 

In the event of her speaking to the calling subscriber 
before the wanted subscriber had answered the call, the ring- 
ing key would still be coupled up to the generator ; the act 
of closing the speaking key, however, automatically pute the 
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spring of the ringing key to earth through the 300 о retarda- 
tion coil shown, whereby the magnetic release of the ringing 
key is actuated and the generator cut off. 

In the ordinary way, however, no speaking is required ; 


View ОЕ TRENCH AND Ducts. 


if the wanted subscriber’s line is engaged, the operator at 
once ascertains this by the test with the tip of the plug, and 
signals the fact to the operator at the originating exchange 
by inserting the plug in one of the “ busyback”’ jacks, to 
which reference has already been made. ‘The effect of this 
is to transmit a regular intermittent tone signal to the 
operator at the first exchange, which causes the clearing 
lamp in the cord circuit to fluctuate in brightness; this 
attracts the operator’s attention, and after verifying the 
signal by throwing the speaking key, she informs the calling 
subseriber of the fact that the line is engaged, and clears the 
connection. Similarly, if the wanted subscriber fails to 
answer the call within a reasonable period, the central 


Subscriber's District Central Subscriber's 
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SUBSCRIBERS SPEAKING THROUGH Two EXCHANGES. 


operator removes the plug from the subscriber’s jack, and 
inserts it in one of the * don’t-answer " jacks, which sends 
a tone signal of unequal beats to the originating exchange, 
with like results. In many exchanges the subscribers under- 
stand these tone signals themselves, as they are audible at 
their stations, so that no intimation that the line is engaged, 
or that no answer is received, is required on the part of the 
operator. - 
Supposing that a conversation has taken place, if either 
subscriber hangs up his receiver, his clearing lamp at the 
originating exchange lights up; when both hang up, the 
operator sees both clearing lamps alight, and clears the con- 
nection, just as if a local circuit were in question. Directly 
this happens, relay в at the Central ceases to hold its arma- 


ture, so that the clearing lamp lights up, showing the Central 
operator that the conversation is over. The operator there- 
fore clears the connection at the junction board, and the 
transaction is completed. 

There are several points of difference between the equip- 
ment of the junction board circuits and that of the local 
boards. Some of these have already been mentioned. 
It will be noticed that the bushes of the outgoing 
junction jacks are earthed through a resistance of 30 w, in 
the absence of the cut-off relay which serves this purpose in 
the case of local jacks. Again, in order to give the engaged 
signal at the junction board, a tertiary winding is provided 
on the induction coil of the operator's head set, which is 
connected to earth, and to the tip of the plug, as shown, The 
self-restoring indicator is only required at night, when the 
operator is not constantly listening on the call wires, The 
latter are connected to the terminals E, F; the terminals 
с, D, which are joined to the outer springs of the grouping 
key, are connected with terminals E, F at the next operator's 
position, and so on. Hence, if the grouping key is thrown 
over, a call normally received at the position where the call 
wires terminate will be carried over to the next position, so 
that one operator can deal with both positions. As the 
grouping operation may be repeated again and again, any 
number of adjacent positions may be thus thrown together, 
in one or more groups. It will readily be seen that the 
operation of the indicator closes a local circuit through a 
lamp and relay n, which again connects a magneto bell with 
the generator vid the battery and earth. The function of 
the bell is, as already explained, to attract attention ; the 
lamp indicates the position where the call is received, and the 
key enables the operator to actuate a restoring device, whieh 
shuts off both bell and lamp. The tip of the plug is 
connected with terminal A, while terminal B is connected 
with terminal A at the next adjacent position, and so on, so 
that the same movement of the grouping key which transfers 
the call wires to the next position on the right-hand, also 


Gas Mains, &c., IN VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


connects the tips of all the plugs with the tertiary coil of 
the head set at the latter position. | 
In some cases it will be necessary not only to receive calls 
from other exchanges on the junction board at the Central, 
but also to call up other exchanges from it, thus trans- 
F 
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mitting calls from one district exchange through the Central 
Exchange to another district exchange. For this purpose 


ROOFING CABLE SUBWAY IN QOEEN VICTORIA STREET. 


order wire keys are provided, which are used exactly ası those 
at the local positions, and are shown in the diagram. 

Besides the junctions for communication with other 
common-battery exchanges, described above, provision is 
also made for communicating with exchanges on the Post 
Office permanent-current system, together with exchanges of 


the National Telephone Company, and with the trunk 
line system. The switchboards provided for these 
services are generally similar in appearance {о the 


common-battery boards, but differ in the details of the con- 
nections. Having described the principal types of board in 
detai', we do not propose to deal in the same way with the 
other boards, as to do so would involve a lengthy explana- 
tion of the methods of working of the permanent current 
exchanges and trunk lines. We should add that the whole 
of the equipment of the Central Exchange has been carried 
out, under the supervision of the staff of the Post Office, by 
the Western Electric Company, on the system which they 
have developed and brought to perfection. 

A few notes about the out-door work which has been 
carried out, may be not without interest, 

'The area served by the Central Exchange is shown on the 
map on p. 15, which also shows the areas dealt with by 
the similar sub-exchanges, now far advanced towards com- 
pletion, at Westminster and Oxford Street, The method of 
laying the earthenware ducts, and the type of cable 
employed, were fully described in our issues of May 11th 
and 18th, 1900 ; since then the bulk of the underground 
work has been accomplished. Naturally the heaviest part of 
this lay in the vicinity of the Central Exchange and in the 
main thoroughfares passing through the City. One of our 
illustrations shows the normal method of laying the ducts, 
where little obstruction is met with ; but this is seldom the 
case for any great length, and another view, taken at the 
bottom of a trench in Victoria Street, Westminster, will give 
some idea of the extraordinary difficulties which had to 
be overcome. In many cases the obstacle could be burrowed 
under, as in the last mentioned, some of the trenches 
attaining a depth of 28 ft. (for example, in New Bridge 
Street). Very often, however, this was not feasible. In 
Queen Victoria Street the subways provided by the Corpora- 
tion for pipes and cables proved to be very inconvenient ; 


the telephone cables leaving the exchange were too 
numerous to be accommodated inside them, as they were full 
already, and it was necessary to take 90 pipes over the top of a 
branch subway crossing the street, as the subway rested 
direct on the Metropolitan Railway tunnel. One of our 
views shows the subway being roofed over with iron trough- 
ing, and the pipes ascending from three apertures in the 
wall of the principal manhole. Another view in the same 
direction—looking from St. Andrew’s Hill towards the 
Times office—shows the pipes more clearly. The trench 
was 24 ft. wide at the shallowest part (over the subway), 
where the pipes were arranged in two layers. А vertical 
section at this place would have shown the telephone ducts, 
the cable subway, the Metropolitan District Railway, and 
the Waterloo and City Railway, one above the other! The 
pipes, after topping the subway, are divided between three 
trenches, each 10 ft. wide, which eventually are brought one 
above the other. Some of the telephone cables, for local 
service, are diverted into the subways which run along the 
Embankment ; the bulk run along New Bridge Street, where 
the old and new Fleet sewers were met with. The Holborn, 
St. Bride’s Street, Embankment, and Central London 
(Mansion House) subways were made use of, It is important 
to note that all footways near the manholes are already pro- 
vided with three 4-in. pipes each, for service connections, so 
that reopening the roadways for connecting up subscribers 
will not be necessary. 

At certain points the traffic was so dense and so important 
that it was considered out of the question to open the roads, 
and therefore it became necessary to drive headings under- 
ground for the purpose of installing the ducts. All the 
ducts from Threadneedle Street, Lombard Street, Cornhill, 
and King William Street meet in the Mansion House 
subway and are led through a tunnel of this kind, 120 ft. 
long, under the road in front of the Mansion House to 
Walbrook, on their way to the Central Exchange. This 
tunnel was cut entirely from one end. A similar tunnel 
between Moorgate Street and the top of Old Jewry, 180 ft. 
long, was driven from both ends. The ducts were laid in 
these tunnels, and the spaces filled up solid with tamped 
concrete. 


CAST-IRON PIPES Fon TELEPHONE CABLES BETWEEN MANHOLE 
AND CABLE SUBWAY, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET. 
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Paul’s Churchyard the ducts dipped 22 ft. under 
built by Wren, 4 ft. in diameter, to carry off the 
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rain water from the roof of the Cathedral to the old Fleet 
sewer at the foot of Ludgate Hill. East of St. Paul's the 
excavators came across the steps from the old Cathedral to 


Layinec Ducts on LONDON BRIDGE. 


the street, at a depth of 10 ft. Old cloisters were found at 
the south porch of the Cathedral, in made ground, and 
down Ludgate Hill massive walls, with archways of chalk, 
were discovered, of considerable length. 

From Paternoster Row a tunnel was driven to the G.P.O. 
West, and in the process the old pneumatic tube was come 
upon. The difficulties due to pipes, &c., at this point were 
exceptionally great. The longest draw-in occurs close by 
here, between the G.P.O. West and Warwick Lane, 213 ft. 

Old wooden water mains were met with in various places 
in a good state of preservation; they consist of rough 
trunks, 18 in. to 24 in. in diameter, with a bore 6 in. in 
diameter. The joints are simply butted, one end being 
hollowed ont conically, and the other tapered to fit. Five 
of these mains, side by side, were found leading to Newgate 
and Gray’s Inn Road. 

Some difficulty was encountered in crossing London Bnage, 
owing to the small space available for manholes, but this was 
overcome when large culverts were discovered in the piers. 
As shown in our views, the ducts, 16 in number, were 
divided into two groups of eight each, in two layers over the 
summits of the arches. The division was necessary for con- 
venient handling in the culverts, where the cables are sup- 
ported on racks. The culverts were converted into manholes 
by the simple process of putting in steps and manhole 
covers, and the cables are jointed in each manhole. 

The above will serve to briefly indicate the kind ot work 
that had to be done by the engineering staff of the Post 
Office, but barely touches upon the many interesting dis- 
coveries and difficulties that cropped up. To meet with 
24 pipes, ranging in diameter from 18 іп. to 2 in., in à 
length of 16 ft., was regarded as little out of the common! 

In concluding this article, we have pleasure in tendering 
our thanks to Mr. J. Gavey for the facilities and photographs 
necessary for its preparation. We cannot omit to also express 
our hearty appreciation of the unfailing courtesy and welcome 
which we received, at the hands of the many members of the 
Post Office engineering staff who have afforded us their kind 
assistance. 


Banquet,—The foremen of Messrs. Siemens Bros. and 
Co.'s, Limited, Woolwich works held a banquet at the Holborn 
Restaurant on Friday, December 20th, when the managing director, 
Mr. G. von Chauvin, occupied the chair and Mr. Alexander Siemens 
the vice-chair. After the banquet a capital programme of music 
was got through by some of the employés and local artists, which 
Was very much appreciated. 


MACHINE TOOLS AT THE GLASGOW 
EXHIBITION. | 


(IN Sora. REFERENCE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF DYNAMO 
AND Мотов MANUFACTUBEBS.) 


— 


By FRED. BATHURST, A. M. I. E. E. 


(Continued from Vol. 49, page 1084.) 


THE YANKEE DRILL GRINDER, 


The old-established firm, Messrs. Buck & HICKMAN, of 
Whitechapel Road, London, E., had, as would be expected, 
a large and representative exhibit of American automatic 
machinery and tools. Many of these tools were shown in 
operation, but being well known to English engineers, 
will be passed without special consideration. 

Although many good points could be referred to amongst 
the small lathes—turret and automatic—which were exhi- 
bited, perhaps the one exhibit which should be picked out 
for special reference on account of its general necessity and 
universality of use, is the“ new“ Yankee drill grinder. 

Those machine shops whose wide-awake superintendents 
early seized upon the advantages of twist drills, soon found 
that such drills, when new, undoubtedly gave good service, 
but difficulties occurred when machinists of ordinary calibre 
had to re-sharpen them. American ingenuity however, soon 
produced a tool consisting of a grinding wheel and holding 
device which would allow a comparatively unskilled workman 
to grind a twist drill at a correct angle so as to sharpen 
it efficiently. 

Such sharpening tools have been introduced to many 
machine shops, but as in all classes of machine tools, 
designers’ brains are continuously employed on improve- 
ment, and comparatively recently a new type of drill 
grinder, style r. (as illustrated in fig. 17), has been put on 
the market, which it is believed will soon supplant all 
other styles in shops using twist drills ranging from 
medium to large size. 

The advantage of a wet drill grinder over the original form, 
which was a dry one, is, that the temper of the drills cannot 
be drawn, as so frequently occurred when an ordinary 
mechanic was using a dry wheel. ‘Time is also saved when 
the drills have become quite blunt or broken. With the wet 
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wheel the grinding can be forced as fast as the wheel will 
cut, without any possibility of softening the drill, and it, 
therefore, grinds with maximum elliciency, and аз bhe temper 
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of the drill is not withdrawn it can be sharpened in the least 
possible time. A simple pumping arrangement delivers 
water at the centre of the grinding wheel, with a uniform 


Fig. 17.— NEW YANKEE (Wer) DRILL GRINDER. 


distribution, and without splashing, the over-flow being 
returned to the tank from the lower end of the tool-holder 
by means of a flexible hose. 

Messrs. Buck & Hickman issue a well-written pamphlet 
(by the Wilmarth & Morman Company, U.S.A.), which, 
whilst describing the various types 
of drill grinding machines, gives an 
interesting note on scientific drill grind- 
ing generally, pointing out that in a 
correctly ground drill, the amount of 
clearance must steadily increase in 
regular ratio from the periphery to the 
drill centre, for the nearer we approach 
the centre of the drill, the smaller will 
be the circle described by a point on its 
cutting edge as the drill rotates; but 
as the drill advances with equal speed 
into the metal, whether at its centre or 
its periphery, all portions of the cutting 
lip cannot cut with equal freedom T. 4 
unless the clearance at the given point 9 
bears a proper relation to the circum- "| VUE 
ference of the circle it describes whilst 
rotating, and the speed also at which it 
is being fed into the metal. 

Twist drills, from No. 60 gauge to 
5 in. diameter, are now in common 
use in modern machine shops, and 
looking to their immense utilisation, and 
the amount of time that can be lost or 
gained by a clear understanding of 
their principle of application, the 
above brief excursion into scientific“ 
drilling will, it is hoped, be useful and 
instructive. 


RADIAL ARM DRILLING AND TAPPING 
MACHINES, 


Messrs. LOUDON BROS., of the 
Clyde Engineering Works, Johnstone, 


Scotland, had a very valuable exhibit of the special 
and general machine tools of their manufacture. 


Whilst they make elaborate special machines for particular 
classes of customers, they recognised that only a limited 
number of people would be interested by them, and their 
exhibit was designed to include all the more important tools 
needed in almost every engineering workshop. This firm’s 
endeavour is to combine the handiness which is the leading 
feature of American tools, with the rigidity usual to that 
of the best British manufacture. - 

Not having space to touch upon the many tools ex- 
hibited, the above feature is, perhaps, best shown in their 
radial drilling machine (see fig. 18). This machine is self- 
contained, being driven from an electric motor incorporated 
upon the machine bedplate. The motor employed is one of 
8 H.P., and drives through a raw hide pinion on to a large 
spur wheel arranged on the main shaft cone of the machine. 

The gearing is arranged so that a change can be made 
from single to double gear or vice versa by the simple move- 
ment of a lever. This improvement saves much time to 
the operator. An index table is provided upon the frame of 
the machine which gives the correct driving position for the 
belt according to the varying diameter of the holes being 
drilled, which enables an unskilled labourer to operate the 
machine as efficiently as the high-class workman. The 
hand motion of the spindle is arranged so that this may be 
rapidly raised or lowered by the same wheel which is used 
for the slow feed, and, when tapping, the feed wheels may 
be thrown clear of the spindle, which is then left free to 
follow the tap. This saves breakage of taps. 

A special arrangement provides that when tapping, the 
speed of the spindle can be instantly reduced to one-third 
of the drilling speed, so that there is no necessity to operate 
the belt or change gear. Adjustments are provided so that 
the only wear that takes place on the drilling spindle is that 
due to the vertical sliding movement, which, of course, 
is a minimum. The radial arm saddle can move through a 
distance of 8 ft. 74 in. by means of a rack and pinion, and 
cross travel, whilst an efficient locking device is provided. 
Both spindle and radial arm are provided with ball bearings, 
which ensure free and easy movement. 

The column pole-plate and radial arm are all of parti- 
cularly massive design, and when these machines are not 
electrically driven, they can be provided with fast and loose 
pulleys for ordinary shop shaft driving. The machine 
shown has a 24 in. diameter spindle, and a self-acting feed 
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Fig. 18.—Loupon Bros.’ Ra DIAL DRILLING MACHINE. 


motion by rack and pinion of 18 ір., the radial arm having 
a vertical movement of 23 їп. upon the column casting. 
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Other types of the same machine are made having a 3-in. 
spindle with 7 ft. radius. 

The illustration of this machine speaks for itself, but the 
Scotch makers prefer to invite the attention of their friends 
to the machines themselves, and can provide lists of machine 
shops showing that their tools can be found at work all the 
world over. 


(To be continued.) 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 17.) 
Bradford.—The Corporation is giving a trial to an 


improved method of reversing the trolley which is the 
invention of Mr. J. W. Oldfield, of Thornbury, Bradford. It is 
& mechanical arrangement on the car for shifting the trolley arm 
which will work as readily in dense fog as when the wire can be 
seen. It dispenses altogether with the “ fishing rod.” 


Leeds.—It is expected that electric tramcars will run 
from Briggate to the New Inn, Wortley, and Whingate, within a 
few days. The road under the railway bridge in Wellington Road 
bas keen lowered, and the electrical equipment of the route is nearly 
Med. 


Levenshulme.—The U.D.C. has approved of the agree- 
ment with the Manchester Corporation with reference to the pur- 


chase, reconstruction and leasing of the tramways, and bas sanctioned . 
the proposal to borrow a sum not exceeding £13,000 for the purpose 


of carrying it out. 


Lord Lieutenant has fixed January 9th next for the hearing of an 
application for an Order in Council to authorise the construction, 
maintenance and working of the tramways proposed to be laid in 
the city of Limerick, and to confirm the resolutions of the Council 
of the County Borough of Limerick with respect to said tramways. 


Liverpool.—The Traffic Sub-committee have under con- 
sideration & proposal made by Alderman Salvidge that an all-night 
service be maintained on the north and south route, a car to run 
every hour. 


Manchester Underground Railway.—The promoters 
of the proposed Manchester City Circle Railway have deposited 
their Bil) for the next session. A company is proposed to be in- 
corporated, with a share and loan capital of £1,600,000, for the 
purpose of constructing a circular underground railway in Man- 
chester of an aggregate length of 2 miles 3 furlongs 4 chains. The 
promoters named in the Bill are Mr. Henry Fishwick, Mr. Frederick 
Johu Davis, and Mr. Frederick Jones, who together will form the 
first directors of the company. The Manchester Guardian says that 
the railway, if sanctioned, is intended to be constructed by means 
of metal shields driven forward by hydraulic pressure аз the work 
proceeds, and, except in the stations, the internal diameter of the 
tunnel is not to exceed 12 ft. The time sought within which to 
construct the railway is seven years from the passing of the Act, 
during which period it is proposed to pay interest out of capital. 

Middlesex.—The Middlesex County Council has decided 
to enter into an agreement with the Metropolitan Tramways and 
Omnibus Company in relation to tramways and light railways. The 
company is to purchase from the North Metropolitan Tramways 
Company the lines owned by it in Middlesex, and such lines will be 
worked by the company in connection with the light railways 
belonging to the County Council. The profits derived from the 
purchased tramways will be appropriated in the payment of interest 
at the rate of 64 per cent. on the expenditure incurred by the com- 
pany in the purchase and conversion of the lines to electric traction, 
whilst the balance of the net profits will be divided between the 
County Council and the company in the proportion of 45 per cent. 
to the former, and 55 per cent. to the company. A financial paper 
says that the company will take a lease of several of the County 
Council's light railways, and in consideration of the payment of 45 
per cent. of the net profits on the above-mentioned tramways, the 
lease of the light railways will be extended to 1930, instead of 1925, 
as was originally proposed. 


Mitcham.— From the printed minutes of the Croydon 
R.D.C. it appears that a special committee meeting was held on 
December 5th to consider further the proposals of the B.E.T. Co. 
After a brief discussion in open Council, it was resolved to defer 
consideration of the offer, the company meanwhi:e to be informed 
that the Council is prepared to negotiate. The Council also decided 
to instruct Parliamentary agents to oppose for Locus standi purposes 
the Bills of the B.E.T. Co., L.U.T., and Brighton Electric Railway. 


Oidham.— The borough surveyor has presented a report to 
the Tramways Committee on the progress of the work on the 
electric tramways. At all sections the second track has been com- 
menced. Seeing the anxiety of the Committee to be able to open 
the single line of tramway so as to meet the public convenience, 
Mr. Hewitt (of Messrs. Hewitt & Rhodes, consulting engineers) 
proceeded to London to see Col. Von Donop and get to know 
whether the Board of Trade would allow the running of a single 


Limerick.—The Dublin Gazetle announces that the 
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line. The matter was put clearly before the Colonel, who stated 
that he had never had an application of that kind before him from 
any Corporation, but was willing to allow it to be done in that casc 
providing that proper facilities were given for the entiance and 
exit of passengers, and that no pitfalls were left when the other line 
was constructed which would be dangerous to intending passengers. 
It was only on the understanding that it would be beneficial to the 
general public of Oldham that he would give his consent, and he 
seemed rather interested in such an experiment being tried. When 
examining the line it was thought it would be impossible to run 
beyond Werneth (from the borough boundary) into the centre of 
the town, owing to the number of crossings. Messrs. Hewitt and 
Rhodes reported that the material for the overhead and under- 
ground work was all delivered and ready for erection. They 
were waiting for the poles to be completed, and also for the com- 
pletion of the permanent way. The Committee instructed the 
borough surveyor to proceed with the laying of one line, and the 
question of running on a single track was left over for further con- 
sideration. 

A meeting of shopkeepers has been held, at which a resolution 
was passed objecting to tramways being constructed with a less space 
than 9 ft. 6 in. between the outside of the footpath and the nearest 
rail. Altogether there are 11 different parts of the various routes 
on which it is proposed to lay double tracks and allow less than the 
above-mentioned space. A resolution was also passed strongly pro- 
testing against the manner in which the shopkeepers’ interests are 
being seriously injured by the slow progress being made with the 
construction of the tramways. 


Paris Underground Railways.—It is reported that the 
City of Paris proposes to borrow £6,000,000 at 34 per cent. for the 
extension of the underground electric metropolitan railway system. 


St. Helens.—The directors of the St. Helens Tramway 
Company have for some time been endeavouring to arrange with 
the Corporation that goods may be carried over the tramways. The 
Council is to be asked to agree to a rent of 2d. per truck 
being paid for every car passing through the borough and 1d. 
for every car, laden or empty, passing certain points. From the 
date when goods begin to be carried the company will not be en- 
titled to obtain electricity at 14. per unit on consuming 800,000 
units, but the minimum will be 1,000,000 units. The goods traffic 
will have to be worked conveniently for the Corporation as regards 
the use of electricity. 


South Lancashire.—The work of constructing the South 
Lancashire tramways is now being carried on vigorously. The 
contracts for ways and equipment of Haydock, Brough, Ashton 
and Abram; Hindley to Hindley Green, Atherton to Bolton, 
Atherton to Tyldesley and Leigh, have been placed, the sum of 
them being £350,415. The tramways which are about to be con- 
structed will have a total length of 133 miles. This, however, is 
not the entire length of tramways contemplated under the South 
Lancashire scheme. Other lengths will be proceeded with later. 


Southampton.—The Tramways Committee recom- 
mended the transfer of the whole of the electrical equipment to the 
Electricity Committee, and that of the maintenance of the present 
lines and the construction of new lines to the Works Committee, 
under the superintendence of the electrical engineer and the 
borough enginecr respectively. 

It has been resolved not to make an appointment to the position 
of tramways manager at present. 


Sutton.—The U.D.C. and the B.E.T. Co. have arrived at 


the following heads of agreement :— 


]. The company to obtain tramway powers, but certain lines not to be pro- 
ceeded with without the Council's consent, nor is the Council to be prejudiced 
in their option to purchase certain land and the electric lighting works. 

2. The company to widen specified roadways (but without being compelled to 

urchase land for these purposes); to make up and drain the same; all disputes 
cing referred to the Board of Trade. 

4. The company to submit plant and give notices in the usual way. 

5. The company to pave the tr&ck with granite setts, as may be agreed; or 
settled by the Board of Trade. 

6. Certain roadways to be wood paved the whole width by the company. 

7. The company to maintain the roadway under Sec. 28 of the Act of 1870, or 
to contract for the same with the Council. 

8. All standards and overhead work to be approved by the Council. 

9. 5 Council to have the option of fixing electric lamps to the company's 
standard. 


10. The usual provisions as to bye-laws. 


11. A aM of the Bill to relate to cheap fares? for workmen at а minimum 
fare of 1d. 


12. The Council to have the option of purchasing at“ fair market value“ in 
42 years so much of the undertaking as is 1n the district, 

The Committee have yet to report upon the question of double 
or single track and crossing places. 


Sunbury.—The U.D.C. having considered the terms of 
the L.U.T. extension scheme, have resolved to require a number of 
amendments to the order, of which the following are the chief :— 

1. Double lines not to be changed to single. 

2. Staines Road to be 45 ft. wide and Hanworth Road 86 ft. 
. Track to be wood-paved, und roads made up and metalled. 
. New footways to be made up, or old ones widened, when desired. 
. Koad drainage to be satisfactory. 
. Company to maintain the whole roadway along which trams run. 
. Brackets to be fixed to houses, where necessary, instead of iron standards. 
. Company to light route by electricity. 
Tyneside.—The Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads 
Company who are at present engaged in constructing lines between 
Gosforth, Wallsend, and North Shields, are applying this session for 
power to construct further routes. ‘The company are promoting in 
Gosforth lines from Gosforth Station across the North Road to 
Statters Коза and thence by a loop line through Coxlodge and down 
Jubilee Land. Another of their proposed lines runs from Gosforth 
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up the North Road through Gosforth Park and thence the growing 
districts of West Moor, Clousden Hill, Forest Hall and Benton, join 
the companies authorised tramroad near Gosforth Row. These 
lines are, wherever possible, laid on private property, or off the 
carriageway of the road, with the object of securing at a moderate 
price a satisfactory form of permanent way construction and the 
ability to run at a higher speed than would be permissible if the 
track occupied the same position on the road as the ordinary vehi- 
cular traffic. The aggregate length of the routes proposed is about 
11 miles, and the lines are laid out so as to communicate with or 
give easy access to the existing system of the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Corporation and the Tynemouth and Whiteley Tramways. 


Wigan.—At the T.C. on Monday, when the minutes of 
the Tramways Sub-committee came up for confirmation, Mr. 
Councillor Woods moved an amendment against the Council with- 
drawing from the negotiations for the purchase of the undertaking 
of the Wigan and District Tramways Company, and urged that, in 
accordance with pledges given to municipalise the tramways, the 
negotiations should be continued. He understood that there was 
only a difference of £5,000 involved. It wasto the interests of the 
borough that the negotiations should be continued. After some 
discussion, the amendment was lost. 


Wolverhampton. — On Christmas Eve what was 
described as an official trial of a Lorain surface contact tramcar at 
the car depót, Cleveland Road, took place in the presence of the 
members of the Corporation and a number of officials. In reality 
what took place was a test of a portion of the experimental mile 
track. The company assembled inspected the new depót and the 
cars, together with various portions of the Lorain equipment. The 
car having been prepared it was soon crowded with a number of the 
party and run out of the depót in fine style. Unfortunately it over- 
ran the points when reversing, and the passengers had to get out 
while the car was hauled back on to the rails. This, however, was 
the only mishap, the car otherwise performing very well; and the 
party and a number of the general public enjoyed trips down to 
workhouse and back. Our local correspondent says that, in spite of 
the sloppy state of the road, the car ran with great smoothness, and 
was in admirable control. 


Woodford.—The D.C. is to obtain expert advice regard- 


ing the proposal of the Walthamstow U.D.C. to construct light rail- 
ways which shall run in the Woodford district. 


Wallington.—To-day (Friday) a public meeting will be 
held, or called by the Parish Council, to consider the question of 
opposing tramways. 


West Bromwich.—The Highways Committee of the 
Corporation have issued & report respecting the transfer of the 
tramways to the Corporation. The Committee recommend, there- 
fore, that the treasurer be empowered to draw a cheque for £32,000 
for the purchase of the South Staffordshire tramways within the 
borough, and for a sum not exceeding £650 for compensation for 
loss of rent, and a cheque for £5,500 for the purchase of the Bir- 
mingham and Midland tramways within the borough. In November 
last the Council approved and adopted & system of reconstruction 
and electrical equipment of tbe tramways, and the Committee 
recommend that application be made to the Board of Trade for 
sanction to borrow £121,000 to carry out the reconstruction and 
electrical equipment, and for their approval of the plans and details 
and method cf traction. The report was discussed at a meeting of 
the T.C. on Monday, and the recommendations were unanimously 
approved. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


American Telegraphs.—It is said that President 
Roosevelt has come forward as an advocate of Government owner- 
ship of telegraphs, und he intends to try to induce Congress to pass 
& law taking over the control of the private companies now 
operating in the United States. 


The Censorship on Telegrams.—The  Postmaster- 
General has notified a further relaxation in the censorship arrange- 
ments by the addition of the “Unicode” to the list of codes 
authorised for use in telegrams to Cape Colony, Natal, Rhodesia, 
Zanzibar, Seychelles, Mauritius, Madagascar, British East Africa, 
German East Africa, Mozambique, Lorenzo Marques. 


Durban Telephones.— The Town Council has resolved 
to intimate to the Telephone Company that it intends to take over 
the service at the expiration of three months’ notice and to 
municipalise the system. 


Portsmouth Telephones.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned 
the borrowing of money for a municipal telephone service. 


Salford Telephones.— Ratepayers met under the presi- 
dency of the Mayor on 23rd ult. and declined to pass a resolution 
proposed by the Mayor consenting to the promotion of the Man- 
chester Telephone Exchange Area Bill. The resolution was 


defeated by a large majority, after which Alderman Holland 
demanded a poll. The meeting also agreed to the promotion of a Bill 
enabling the Corporation to make and maintain additional tram- 
ways in the borough. It was stated that they had not yet come to 
terms with Mancheater for running powers, they failing to agree on 
the matter of price. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLE 


5, INTERRUPTED. REPAIRED. 
Latakia-Cyprus .. s T T T .. June 90, 1809. .. - 
Para-Maranham eo ee ee ee ee March 1, 1900 ee .* 
Trinidad-Demerara ee ee ee ee oe Dec. 12, 1901 ee Dec. 80. 
Anjer-Kalianda .. jii = 5% a .. Dec. 17, 1900 .. Dec. 29. 
Mole 8t. Nicholas-Port au Prince .. E" .. Dec. 28, 1901 .. #5 


LANDLINES :— 


« Via Hanekin ” оп Persian territory oe ee Feb. 94, 1900 ee ee 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. G. 1900 .. ec 
Majunga-Tanarive T s «i .. Dec. 16, 1901 .. ue 
Venezuelan Government landlines .. Dec. 22, 1901 .. Dec. 24. 
Cap Haitien-Port au Prince .. .. Dec. 81, 1901 .. ee 


Turkish Telegraplis.—The Levant Herald states that 
the telegraph line which is to connect the Yemen system with the 
Belt-Mecca line has been completed as far as Djizan, a distance of 
103 miles from Lehieh, the starting point. 


Underground Telegraphs.— The following is a copy of 
the communication sent by the Secretary to the Post Office to the 
Loudon Chamber of Commerce on the 29th ult. in reply to their 
recently published letter respecting the interruption of telegraphic 
communication caused by the storm :— 


I &m directed by the Postmaster-General to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th inst., on the subject of telegraphic interruption through 
storms and other natural causes, and to request you to convey the following 
information to the London Chamber of Commerce. On March 7th last, the 
Postmaster-General informed the Association of Chambers of Commerce of the 
United Kingdom that much had been done in recent years to provide against 
шер and to give stability to the service; the principal lines had been 
renewed with stouter timber; a large number of reserve wires had been pro- 
vided on alternative routes in areas liable to storm damage; and an important 
experimental underground telegraph line to Birmingham had been constructed. 
He used the word experimental because there were drawbacks to the use of 
the line, as, for example, the necessity to take two wires to form а circuit for 
certain methods of telegraphy where one wire would suffice on an wrial line; 
and there were several electrical problems which had to be solved before it 
could be said that the line was successful. He explained that until recently the 
great cost of gutta-percha covered wire, and its electrical defects, bad stood in 
the way of the construction of long underground lines, and that it was only the 
introduction of paper-insulated cable—a material better from an electrical 

int of view, and cheaper than gutta-percha wire—which had justified the 

epartment in undertaking the construction of the line to Birmingham. He 
added that the result of the experiment in this case, although leaving some- 
thing to be desired, was sufficiently encouraging to justify him in proceeding 
with the extension of the system, although it was still necessary to proceed with 
caution. The fact, however, remains that underground lines are not fitted to 
afford efficient telephonic commupication between distant towns. The Post- 
master-General proceeded to act in the manner indicated in his reply to the 
Association, and the construction of an extension of the London-Birmingham 
underground line to Stafford was undertaken without delay. At the same time 
an underground line was begun from Preston northwards in a district of the 
country where the wrial lines were much exposed tostorms. Owing to financial 
exigencies it has not been possible to make much progress with the last-men- 
tioned line, but the Postmaster-General hopes to be in a position to proceed with 
its construction more rapidly during the next financial year. He cau hold out 
no hope that the present wrial system will be replaced by underground wires. 
The efficient working of the trunk telephones can only be assured by a large use 
of overground wires, and there are several methods of telegraphy which it 
would be impossible to work if only underground lines were available. But 
Lord Londonderry feels as strongly as the Chambers of Commerce that efforts 
ought to be made to provide underground wires for telegraph purposes, by way 
of suppleinent to the wrial lines, and to prevent a total interruption of commu- 
nication between the principal towne. The initial difficulties having now toa 
large extent been overcome, the question becomes principally one of money; 
and it will be obvious that, in view of the present condition of the National 
Finance, it will be impossible for this department in the immediate future to 
undertake any large capital expenditure, such as would be required in order to 
carry out a complete scheme of underground wires. The London Chamber of 
Commerce may feel assured, however, that the Postmaster-General will con- 
tinue to give the matter his most earnest attention, and that he will extend the 
underground system as far as it is possible for him to do so. The area of 
country most subject to disturbance from gales is that lving between the 
Bristol Channel and the Wash; and the Postmaster-General had reason to 
think that in constructing a line from London to Birmingham he was giving 
stability to the communications, not merely of these two cities, but also of the 
whole country. The recent interruption, I am to explain, was caused, not by 
wind alone, but by snow, falling at a temperature which caused it to cling to 
and accumulate on the wires, where it froze and added so largely to the weight 
as to drag the poles out of the ground, 


Wireless Telegraphy.—In the course of his annual 
statement on the year’s operations of the Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Board, on Thursday of last week, the chairman of the 
Board, Mr. R. Gladstone, said that the wireless system of telegraphy 
was under consideration by the Marine Committee with reference 
to their lightships. He hoped it would not be long before they 
had the wireless telegraph on their lightships, and perhaps on their 
lighthouses also. 

At a recent meeting of the Launceston Chamber of Commerce, a 
motion was passed requesting the Postmaster-General to make a 
careful investigation into the system of wireless telegruphy and the 
prospects of its utility between Tasmania and the maiuland. The 
chairman stated that Lloyd’s bad been granted permission by the 
Government to establish at their own expense wireless telegraphy 
between ‘Tasmania and Snow Island, and it was now proposed to 
extend the system to king Island. 

The Times correspondent at Ottawa says that Mr. Marconi is 
greatly impressed with the suitability of Sable Island ав a site for 
a Station from which to communicate with Cornwall. 

It is reported that Japan has begun to erect wireless telegraph 
statious оп the Korean coast. 

Another despatch says that the Korean Government has decided 
to grant permission to the Japanese Government to lay a cable, 
aud also to establish a wireless telegraph service between Fusan aud 
Chemulpo. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking Town.—January 24th. Additional generating 
plant for the Council's electricity works. See “Official Notices " 
December 20th. 


Barnstaple.—January 16th. Boilers, engines, dynamos, 
mains, &c., for the Town Council. See Official Notices Decem- 
ber 13th. 


Belfast.—January 17th. 
&c., for the Electrical Committee. 


Cables, roadwork, conduits, 
See Official Notices" to-day. 


Belgium.—February 15th. Proposals are being invited 
by the municipal authorities of Lourain for the lighting of the 
public streets by electricity or gas. 


Belgium.—March 1st. The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are inviting tenders until the March 1st, 1902, for the 
concession for an electric lighting installation. See our “Offcial 
Notices " to-day. 


Bournemouth.—January 6th. Feeder cables, pilot and 
arc lighting cables, and conduits, for the Corporation tramways. 
Bee “ Official Notices" December 20th. 


Egypt.—January 18th. Electric lighting of Suez and 
Damanhour. Particulars from the Minister of Public Works, Cairo. 


Grimsby.—January 20th. Steam dynamos, switchboard 
extensions, battery, condenser, piping, water-tube boiler for elec- 
tricity works. 


See “ Official Notices" December 27th. 
Hartlepool.—January 25th. Buildings, marine boilers, 


enyines and dynamos, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, columns, 


mains, and cranes, for electricity supply works for the Corporation. 
See “ Official Notices" to-day. 


Hornsey.—January 15th. Pipework and mechanical 
coal-handling plant for electricity works for the U.D.C. See 
“ Official Notices " December 6th. | 


Hunslet.—January 21st. Electrical equipn ent of the 
new workhouse and iufirmary at Bothwell Haigh for the Guardians. 
See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Kirkealdy.—January 8th. Piping, pumps, feed heater, 
&c., for electricity works. See “ Official Notices" December 13th. 


L.C.C.—January 14th. Electric wiring and fittings for 
the Council's new Farmfield Reformatory near Horley. See 
Official Notices to-day. 


Leeds. — January 16th. Surface condensing plant. 
(2,00 B. H.P.) for the electric lighting department. See “ Official 
Notices to-day. 


Manchester. — January 21st. Three-phase switchboards, 
exciter and auxiliary ditto, three-phase boards for sub- stations, low 
tension boards at sub- stations at the Stuart Street generating 
station. See Official Notices December 20th. 


Middlesbrough. — January 21st. 300-K W. engine and 
dynamo, switchboard panels, ejector condenser, feed pump and 
economiser for the electricity works. See Official Notices” 
December 20th. 


Nantwich.—January 6th. Water-tube and Lancashire 
boilers, steam dynamos, pumps and piping, switchboard, mains, 


posts, battery, meters, crane and dust destructor for the U.D.C. 


See “Offcial Notices " November 22nd. 


Paisley. — January 13th. Steam engines, dyamos, 
switchboards, and condensers, for electric tramway station. See 
" Official Notices ” to-day. 


Poplar.—January 11th. Electric lighting of the Town 


Lu and Bow and Bromley Vestry Halls. See “ Official Notices " 
ay. 


Rockhampton (Australia).— March 31st. We read in 
the Contract Journal that the Council of the Municipality of Rock- 
hampton is prepared to consider applications from companies 
desirous of undertaking the constraction and working of a system of 
electric tramways under the Queensland Tramways Act of 1882, and 
the Amendment Act of 1890. Rockhampton with a population of 
15,461, is a rising town, and is situated on the Fitzroy River, about 
40 miles from the sea coast, and is the second largest town in 
Queensland. Particulars of construction, maintenance, aud working 
of tramways are contained in the Queensland Tramways Act of 1832, 
and the Amendment Act of 1890, copies of which may be seen at 
the office of our contemporary. Applications to be forwarded to 
Mr. H. W. Johnson, Mayor, Municipal Chambers, Rockhampton, 
Queensland, Australia, by March 31st. 


Stepney. — January 9th. Hire purchase or assisted 
wiring proposals are wanted by the Borough Council. See “Official 
Notices " December 27th. 


St. Paneras.—January 17th. Engines, dynamos, con- 
densers, piping, boilers, pumps, &c., for the Borough Council. See 
„Official Notices to-day. | 


Npaiu.—January 27th. Tenders are being invited by 
the Spanish Ministry of Public Works in Madrid until the 27th irst., 
for the concession fur the construction and working of an electric 
tramway between Tolosa and San Sebastian (Guipuzcoa province). 
Tenders are to be sent to КІ Ministerio de Obras Publicas, Madrid, 
whence particulars may be obtained. 


Spain.—The Spanish Prison authorities have just called 
for tenders for an electric lighting installation in the prison in 
Madrid, and the working of the samc during a period of 15 years. 


Warrington.—January 4th. ‘Tramway shop equipment 
and switchboard extensions for the Corporation. See “Ofcial 
Notices" December 20th. i 


West Bromwich.—January 17th. Rails, points, cross- 
ings, drain rails, road work, bonding, trolley polee, overhead line 
work, section boxes, cables, &c., for electric tramways for the 
Council. See “ Official Notices" December 20th. 


West Mam.—January 14th. Surface condensing plant 
and travelling crane for the electricity works. Sec “Official 
Notices " December 13th. 


West Hartlepool.—January 6th. Ігор and steel bars, 
bolts, &c., also engine room and other stores and sundries for the 
electric lizbting department. Sce Official Notices“ to-day. 


CLOSED. 


Cheshire. —À portion of the St. Helens Cable Company's 
tender for india-rubber goods has been accepted by the Cheshire 
Liues Committee for 1902. 


East Ham.—The T.C. has referred the tenders for 


wiring the new municipal buildings to the Chairman aad several 
members, with power to ас:срё a tender. 


Hudderstield.— We understand that Messrs. Fairbairn 
Lawson Combe Barbour, Limited, of 52, Lime Street, London, 
have secured an order from the Huddersfield Corporation for a 
vertical compound tramway generator engine of 1,300 1. H. P. 


Kirkcaldy.—The T.C. has accepted the following ten- 


ders for the new tramway works in the burgh :— British Insulated 


Wire Company, Limited, for overhead construction, £3,487 ; 


Improved Glow Lamp Company, for arc lamp-posta, £453 ; and Cox- 
Walkers, Limited, tor switchboard and motor-gencrators, £2,746. 


London.—For the supply and delivery of one 1,000- 
ampere electro-ty ping dynamo, direct-coupled to 400-volt enclosed 
motor, for the Celvicol Company, Limited, S.E. 


Crompton & Co., Limited vs 88 . . £190 0 0 
Collis & Sous . * ee oe ee ee 165 0 0 
General Electric Company  .. i .. 190 0 0 
Baxter & Caunter (Newton Electrical 
Works), accepted .. zi PP es 0 0 
For the supply and fixing of one 20 cwt. electric goods lift for 


the same company : — 


The Otis Elevator Company .. МЕ . £128 
К. Waygood & Co. accepted .. 8 S 335 
J. G. Childs & Со... a ais “з ee 3: 

F. A. Glover & Co. 855 es " . 333 
M. T. Medway ge ae zs .. 832 
Moffatt & Lastmead 


Consulting Engineer, B. H. Jenkinson, Crouch Eud, N. 


e 

he 

e 
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Mersey Railway. A contract for the supply of about 60 
cars for the Mersey railway, which is about to be electrified by the 
Westinghouse Company, has been entered into by Messrs. G. F. 
Milnes & Co, Birkenhead. The value of the cars is £40,000. 
Each car will be 60 ft. long and will accommodate about 70 persons. 
The bottoms of the cars, above the motors, are to be sheeted with 
asbestos as a protection against ignition in the event of any 
fusing. The cars will be protected generally against fire by the use 
of fireproof materials. They will be made at Hadley. 


Middleton.—The contract for wiring and fitting the 
electric lighting and tramway station has been given to Mr. R. S. 
Blackburn, of Hebden Bridge. 


Skipton.— The Fire Brigade Committee have decided 
upon the contracts for the fire alarm calls and the tender sent in 
by Mr. R. S. Blackburn, of Hebden Bridge, has been accepted. The 
installation will consist of the Blackburn patent electric and steam 
fire alarm system. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, January 3rd.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Junior Engineers. 
Westminster Palace Hotel. Paper to be read and 
discussed, The Uses of Exhaust Steam,” by Mr. John 
Buley, of London. 

Thursday, January 9th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers. Meeting at the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
Great George Street, Westminster, S. W. Discussion 
of the Technical Reports on the Institution visit to 
Germany, 1901, by the Committees on Traction, Light 
and Power; Manufacturing; and Telegraphs aud 
Telephones. 

Tuesday, January 14th.—At 7.30 pm. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section) Meeting at Owens 
College; paper on " Electric Furnaces," by Bertram 
Blount. | 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow 
Section). Meeting at the Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders, 207, Bath Street. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. Mccting. 
Paper to be submitted for discussion: American 
Workshop Methods in Steel Construction,” by H. B. 
Molesworth. 

Wednesday, January 15th.—At 7.30 pm. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Birmingham Section). Meeting in the 
Physical Theatre of the University. 


—Ó— Á 
NOTES. 


The London Telephone Service.—The conference of 
the London local authorities, held at the Guildhall on December 
23rd to consider the newly ordained telephone rates wasa very 
unanimous assembly. The Lord Mayor, who opened the procced- 
ings, impressed upon the delegates the importance of carrying on 
their deliberations without the slightest sign of party politics, and 
thereupon Mr. A. C. Morton was elected to the chair. The ideathat 
party politics, in the ordinary sense, has any bearing on telephone 
discussions is somewhat amusing. When the City Corporation and 
the London County Council are of one mind, wheu the newly- 
elected mayors of the newly-formed boroughs speak with one voice, 
there must bea considerable repression of personal predilection, and 
а strong sentiment in favour of the object sought. Such a confer- 
ence as that held ought to be really representative of local govern- 
ment, and should carry weight. We regret very much that во 
representative an assembly, meeting in the official hall of the 
greatest city in the world, should have approached such a 
subject with so little commercial acumen, with so much ex 
parte statement, and so little deliberation. Mr. Morton's interest 
in the telephone question is well known, as are his efforts at 
cheapening the service through the powers of the City Corporation. 
Mr. Benn has also taken a leading part on the County Council in 
the effort to popularise ” the telephone. But when the question 
is asked as to what the representatives of the local authorities have 
done to afford facilities for the extension of telephone service it is 
found that their attitude has been rather to. obstruct than otherwise. 
The City Corporation refused permission to use existing pipes 
unless the rate were reduced to £8 perannum. The County Council 
made preliminary arrangements for granting underground facilities 
and then refused them. Now, we see no reason to doubt that the 
attitude of both these bodies and the prominent individuals therein 
is guided by the best intentions ifor Londoners and their 
telephones, but for serious organisations they seem іо be 
singularly averse to acquiring accurate information. It may 
be said without any reserve that so long as it cost a minimum 
sum of £20 a year to call or be called by telephone, there 
' was little chance of the service becoming “ popular,” but with 
the introduction of a message-rate system, and a minimum payment 
of £6 10s. per annum, the sting of exclusiveness has been removed, 
and one is inclined to doubt the genuineness of an agitation which 
aims at an unlimited user for a nominal sum. If the prominent 
people really understood what unlimited user meant, they would be 
among the first to complain that the well-to-do people who could 
well afford to pay according to use, were receiving benetits fur 
which the less affluent, smaller users, had to pay. ‘lhe proposal to 
base the charges on the capital expenditure, quoted by Mr. Hanbury 
in 1899, seems a little absurd, since in the interveaing period the 
Post Office Department has acquired actual experience of capital 
expenditure. 


The Nernst Lamp.— The Financial Times says :—** The 
German Patent Office has just arrived at ап important decision 
which affects the future of the Nernst electric lamp, and which is 
of considerable interest to lampmakers in England. At present 
the Nerust patents for Germany are held by the Allgemeine Elek- 
tricitits Gesellschaft, of Berlin, and Herr Wilhelm Bochm, a 
chemist of that city, sought to test the validity of Patent No. 
104,872, granted for a method of producing an clectrical incan- 
descent light. The result has been that the Patent Office has 
declared this particular patent to be invalid. In announcing its 
intention to appeal to the Reichs Gericht against this decision, the 
company states that the Nernst lump is controlled by 14 patents, of 


which one is now alleged to be of no value. This patent, the com- 
pany remarks, only concerus a contrivance for the preliminary 
heating of the illuminating materials, and the judgment of the 
Patent Office will not affect the manufacture of the lamp. On the 
other hand, Herr Boehm replies that the patent declared invalid is 
the ‘actual Nernst patent,’ which has hitherto prevented other 
persons from making any progress in consequence of the monopoly 
held concerning the means of heating the illuminating material.” 


Civil and Mechanical Engineers’ Society.— Before 
this Society at Westminster yesterday, Thursday evening, a paper on 
" Engineering Observations in 1901 in the United States of 
America," was read by Mr. A. S. E. Ackermann, A.M.I.C.E. 


Personal.—Mr. Alfred H. Gibbings, having accepted the 
appointment of resident electrical engineer to the Hyde, Staly- 
bridge, Dukinfield and Mossley joint board, has entirely relinquished 
consulting practice in order to devote the whole of his time to the 
work he has undertaken. He is, therefore, retiring from the firm 
of Messrs. Gibbings & Baker, in which he will be succeeded by Mr. 
H. W. Appleby, who has taken an active share in the business for 
some time. 

Mr. E. H. Mottram, manager of the Poole and District Electric 
Traction Company, was last week presented with a set of carvers, as 
а mark of respect and esteem by the tram motor men and con- 
ductors, 

Mr. J. W. Lincoln, who is chief draughtsman in the Sunderland 
Corporation Electric Supply Works, has obtained an appoiutment 
under the British Electric Traction Company, Limited. He joins 
Mr. H. E. Prescott, the construction engineer. 

The Leicester T.C. on Tuesday voted £500 to Mr. Mawbey, the 
borough surveyor, as an honorarium for his services in connection 
with the electric tramway project, and increased his salary from 
£1,000 to £1,250 per annum. 


Travelling Crane.—Referring to the travelling jib 
crane illustrated on p. 1005 in our issue of December 13th, Messrs. 
Royce, Limited, draw our attention to the fact that the whole of 
the crane portion, together with the controlling gear and flexible 
connections, were designed and supplied by themselves; the carriage 
upon which the crane is mounted and the woodwork of the cabin 
were supplied by the purchasers. 


Horse Killed.— A carriage drawn by two valuable 
horses was crossing the private gravelled carriage way of Mr. 
Corbett Woodall's house in Fitzjohn's Avenue, Hampstead, 
London, when one of the horses was killed and the other horse 
slightly injured. We understand from Mr. Cottam that there 
was a slight leakage from a private lead which wis supplying 
an outside lamp at the house in question. No doubt one of 
the horses felt this and became restive, but its dcath was caused by 
falling down and being trampled upon and kicked by the other. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Cape Town).— 
At the December meeting a paper was read by Mr. J. Denham оп 
" Electrical Engineering: from a Tour to Europe and America." 
The meeting was held in the hall of the South African Collcge. 


Royal Institution.—The course of Christmas lectures 
was commenced last Saturday by Dr. J. A. Fleming on ' Waves and 
Ripples in Water, Air, and Ether." The second lecture was delivered 
on Tuesday. 


Fatalities.—On Christmas Day two men were suffocated 
and two others partially overcome by gas fumes, while engaged 
in making alterations to a gasometer at the works of the Chloride 
Electrical Storage Syndicate at Clifton Junction. 


Obituary.— We learn with regret that Mr. John Neale 
died at his residence, Wychdon Villa, Hixon, near Stafford, on 
December 18th, after a bricf illness. Mr. Neule was 68 ycars of 
age. He joined the service of the Electric and International Tele- 
graph Company in 1851 at the Strand office; at Stafford 1852 ; at 
Manchester 1853 ; and Birmingham 1854. In 1859 he was appointed 
Inspector in charge of the North Staffordshire and London and 
North-Western lines in the Midland Counties. In 1870 on the 
transfer of the telegraphs to the Government, he was appointed 
Telegraph Superintendent and Electrical Engineer to the North 
Statfordshire Railway Company, which position he held up to the 
time of his death. In 1873 he patented the acoustic single-necdle 
dial which is now used by the Post Office aud railways; and a single 
wire block instrument which is now in use on the North Stafford- 
shire Railway ; also a recording block instrument for permissive 
block use, showing the number of trains actually in the section; 
and а rail treadle so that trains can announce their approach at 
level crossings automatically. Mr. Neale also acted as honorary 
secretary tothe Conference of Railway Telegraph Engineers and 
Superintendents at their half-yearly meetings. The funeral took 
place at Hixon Church on December 21st. 


Warning.—Messrs. J. C. Lyell & Co., of 53, Victoria 
Street, S. W., ask us to publish the following: —“ We find that some 
unauthorised collector has been going round to our clients to collect 
accounts. Weare at present unable to trace out who this is, but 
shall be obliged if your readers will kindly note that alt our 
authorised collectors are provided with printed numbered receipts, 
and should anyone call purporting to be one of our collectors and 
not be able to produce a receipt form, the police should be imme- 
diately communicated with.—p.p. J. C. LYELL & Co." 


М 


Е. -m m -——— 
= m- 


Vol. 50. No. 1,258, Janvary 3, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 97 


The Nervous System.—The Chicago correspondent of 
the Standard sends the following despatch :—“ Prof. Loeb, of the 
University of Chicago, announces to the American Physiological 
Society the discovery of a method of nerve action which goes far 
towards solving the mystery of life itself. Prof. Loeb’s announce- 
ment is expressed in 14 statements couched in scientific terms, both 
new and otherwise indefinite, and hence unintelligible to the laity 
if stated in his language. Reduced to less difficult phraseology, the 
statement says that the nerves contain, or consist of, a colloidal solu- 
tion, whose particles carry positive electric charges. The solution 
resembles jelly before it jells.“ Nerve action is simply the 

to and from conditions of gelatification and solution through 
electrical discharges between the colloidal particles. Negative 
ions, termed anions, may have several negative charges. Chemicals 
positively charged with sodium or potassium maintain the colloidal 
solution of the nerves. Whenever negative charges are in excess 
the nerve tends towards gelatification. Hence nervous irritability 
is lessened by whatever increases the condition of solution, and is 
increased by whatever promotes gelatification. Heat promotes 
gelatification and nerve stimulation, while cold makes solution 
less stable. Nerves are stimulated also mechanically, because 
when colloidal particles coalesce, as drops melt together, elec- 
trical discharges are caused. Nerve-colloids are largely fat 
compounds soluble in ether. Hence anmsthetics lessen nerve 
irritability by increasing the permanency of colloidal solution 
and preventing gelatification. The phenomenon of drunkenness is 
similarly explained. From the electro-magnetic theory of light it 
follows that chemical stimulation is identical with stimulation by 
light waves, and the stimulating action of any anion increases as 
its spectrum approaches ultra violet. Long light waves and heat 
waves act like positively charged ions. 'The explanation of the 
beating of the heart is the gelatification of its contained colloids. 
Thc function is electric in character, and controlled by chemical 
action governed by associated bodily functions now reducible to 
formule, i.e., phenomena of life have a mathematic basis analogous 
to the mathematics of chemistry. How far Prof. Loeb can go is a 
mystery. He has indefinitely postponed the death of sea-urchin 
eggs by potassium cyanide solutions, according to the theory 
outlined. New York scientists agree with Prof. Loeb that the 
nervous theory resulting from the investigations of himself aud his 
collaborator, Dr. Albert Matthews—to whom Prof. Loeb awards the 
first place in this connection—is the most important fundamental 
. physiological generalisation made within 50 years. Both inquirers 
are authorities in this branch of science, to which each has made 
important analogous contributions. Dr. Matthews studicd with 
Prof. Kossels at Heidelberg.” 


Appointments Vacant.—A chief engineer is wanted for 
Canterbury electricity works, at £250 per annum; a traffic assistant 
at £120 is required for Huddersfield tramways department; an 
assistant, with experience in the overhead equipment of tramways, 
is wanted for Southend ; clerk of works for Willesden electricity 
works at £3 3s. per week. 


Stirling Street Lighting.—The advent of the New 
Year was celebrated in Stirling by the switching on of an extension 
of street lighting, consisting of 30 8-ampere Brockie-Pell arc lamps. 
The lighting effect is exceedingly good, and completely puts in the 
shade the incandescent gas lamps, which used to light one of the 
streets, and now serve ag a very good object lesson. The whole of 
the cable—about 6,000 yards—was laid and the posts erected by 
the town’s workmen, under the supervision of the burgh electrical 
engineer, Mr. A. C. Hanson. 


Electric Power Transmission in British Columbia. 
—A large electric power transmission system is now being put 
down for the supply of lighting and power to the various mining 
towns and settlements in the neighbourhood of Cascade, Phonix, 
and Greenwood, B.C. The London and British Columbia Gold 
Fields Company control the undertaking through a subsidiary con- 
cern known as the Kettle River Power Company. The power 
supply is to be drawn from the Kettle River at Cascade, where the 
river rushes through a rocky gorge in a series of rapids for a dis- 
tance of about half a mile. The fall over this length is over 121 ft. 
A dam built at the head of the gorge raises the level of the river by 
36 ft., and thus gives a total available working head of about 156 ft. 
at low water. The dam is a large structure of timber crib-work 
filled in with rock; it ів 400 ft. long, and varies in height from 
50 ft. at the centre of the stream to 25 ft. at the banks. The river 
bed is of solid rock, into which the dam foundation timbers are 
securely bolted. Twelve sluice ways are built in the dam 
to control the level of the water during times of flood. 
They give a total waterway area of 2,000 sq. ft. The 
sluice ways are closed by 12 in. x 12 in. timber logs dropped 
into position one above another. The logs are raised by a 
winch driveneither by hand or electric motor. The winch is carried 
on a traverser which runs on a steel rail track laid along the top of 
the dam. During the river floods of last June an unexpected and 
most severe test was put upon the dam. A large raft of lumber, 
belonging to a local company, broke away from a point a few 
hundred yards up the stream, and about a million feet of lumber 
was thrown against the dam in a solid mass. This huge impact 
made not thé slightest impression on the dam. Immediately below 
the river dam convenient space is left for the building of a masonry 
dam, should that be found necessary in the future, the construction 
of which would not interfere with the continuous operation of the 
present power plant. The water channel between the head of the 
gorge and the power house is practically all cut out of the solid rock, 
over 3,500 cubic yards of which have been excavated for this 
purpose. From the dam the water channel, for 225 ft. of its length, 


ів an open cut in the rock. Afterwards a tunnel 12 ft. x 14 ft. is 
driven for a distance of 410 ft., followed by another open channel 
for a distance of 500 ft., complete the connection between the dam 
and the flume to the power house. The flume is of circular section, 
12 ft. in diameter. The open rock channels and the tunnel 
are sufficiently large to cause no appreciable loss of head, 
and the water enters the flume with a head equal to 
the level of the water behind the dam. The power 
house is built on a site at the foot of the falls, excavated 
out of the solid rock, some 7,000 yards of which has been taken out 
for this purpoce. It is a fireproof structure, having a length of 
200 ft., and a width of 45 ft., built of brick and stone. The genc- 
rating machinery consists of horizontal type turbines direct coupled 
to Westinghouse three-phase alternate current generators. Current 
from these generators is passed through transformers whereby the 
pressure is stepped up for transmission along overhead conductors. 
The overhead lines are in duplicate. They are installed on the 
most substantial and modern principles on a private right of way 
for the whole distance from Cascade to Phoenix, about 21 miles. 
The right of way is a clearing through the brush and timber of 
132 ft. wide. Success is assured to the venture, since all the power 
which can be supplied from the works will be taken up for lighting 
the towns of Phenix and Greenwood, and in supplying power 
throughout the districts, and to various surrounding towns for 
mining and other purposes. 


What's in a Name ?—An old friend, outwardly in a 
new guise, has come to us with the inside as of yore. We have on 
more than one occasion expressed our doubts as to whether the 
electrical Charivari wished to be taken seriously or in a comic vein. 
Those doubts are for ever set at rest by Mr. Linley Sambourne’s 
cartoon. These are indeed electrical times in which we live. 


The Cape-Australian Cable.—The Scotia left the 
Thames on Wednesday with the Jast remaining section of the Cape- 
Australian cable to belaid between Perth and Australia. The vessel 
is due at Perth early in February, and the cable is expected to be 
completed and opened for traffic by the end of that month. 


—— ————————— 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Personal.—On Monday evening, December 23rd, the 
members of the permanent staff of the Wigan electricity works held 
their first annual dinner. The occasion was espccially taken to 
mark the opening of the new Whelley tramway route, and asa 
mark of the respect in which he is beld by his staff, Mr. H. 
CorLiNGs BisHop, tbe Borough Electrical and Tramway Engineer 
and Manager was specially invited to preside. After the usual 
loyal toasts had been duly honoured, Mr. P. T. White proposed the 
principal toast of the cveniug, “The Electricity Undertaking and 
its Engineer." Mr. Bishop, in his reply, commented on the rapid 
advance of the undertaking, paying a warm tribute to his staff who 
had, he remarked, loyally seconded his efforts to make everything a 
success. He thanked them for the very hearty way in which they 
had received him, and expressed the hope that this, tbeir first 
annual dinner, would be the forerunner of many happy similar 
occasions. Mr. Bishop then made, on behalf of his staff, a presenta- 
tion to Mr. WILLIAM Hart, who is leaving to take up an appoint- 
ment under the Leigh Corporation. A good musical programme 
was then entered upon. <A very enjoyable evening was brought to 
a close with God save the King.“ 

Mr. W. E. J. Нкехалм, has been appointed temporary electrical 
engineer tothe Southend Corporation. He was formerly chief епрі- 
neer of the Northampton Electric Light and Power Company, 
Limited. 

At a special meeting of the Southport Tramways Committee last 
Saturday, Mr. T. J. KENDREW was appointed successor to Mr. R. J. 
WILTON as manager of the Southport Electric Tramways. Mr. 
Kendrew has been employed by the Tramways Committee as 
superintendent of the depót in Canning Road, and as assistant 
manager. He came to Southport when the electric tramways were 
first. opened, having been with Messrs. Mather & Platt, Salford, as 
outside foreman for the motor fitting department. He commences 
ut £150 а year. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 
Speedwell Motor and Engineering Company, Limited 


(72,216).—This company was registered on December 196, with a capital of 
£10,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the business carried on by J. W. Н, Dew and 
Н. Dew, as tlie Speedwell Electrical Motor Car and Cycle Company, Limited, 
at 184, Broad Street, 1, Minster Street, 172, Oxford Road, and 1064, King's Road, 
Reading, and to carry on the business of manufacturers of electrical and other 
motor vehicles, submarine and other boats, motor and other cycles, automobiles, 
electrical and other appliances, machinery, &c. The first subscribers (each with 
one share), аге :— Е, W. Albury, Parkside, Reading, architect; F. A. Smith, 
Uralla, Hamilton Road, Reading, engineer; A. C. Major, 9, Eton Square, 
Reading, surgeon; G. L. Brigham, Mornington, Redlands Road, Reading, 
tobacco manufacturer; J. A. P. Price, M.D., 124, Castle Street, Reading; В. 
Petty, Paxton House, Bath Road, Reading, printer; and A. H. Bull, Sherwood 
House, Bath Road, Reading, draper. Minimum cash subscription 6,000 shares. 
The number of directors is not to be less than four nor more than nine; tre 
first are Sir G. A. C. Russell, A. H. East, J. P. Petty, J. W. Н. Dew, and A. J. 
Dew; qualification, #160; remuneration, £125 per annum, divisible. Registered 
office, 134, Broad Street, Reading. 


La Compania De Obras Públicas Del Rio, De La Plata, 
Limited (72,190). — This company was registered on December 17th, with a 
capital of £200,000 in £10 shares, to carry on the business of contractors fcr 
railways, harbours, docks, tramways and other publie works, mechanical engis 
neers and manufacturers of and dealers in all kinds of plant, machinery, cables 
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equipment, apparatus and appliances for use in connection with the above or 
otherwise, and to carry on any business (whether commercial, financial, manu- 
facturing, trading, or otherwise) which may seem capable of being conveniently 
carried on in connection with the company’s objects. The first subscribers 
(each with one share) are: — W. A. Allerton, 4, Blandfields Street, Nightingale 
Lane, S.W., book-keeper; J. Scott, 26, Victoria Street, 8.W., Fecretary ; 
Н. Bach, 26, Victoria Street, S.W., accountant; W. Н. Cocker, 26, Victoria 
Street, 8.W., clerk; T. J. W. Potter, 82, Sarsfield Road, Balham, S.W., clerk ; 
D. Buchan, 68, Fielding Road, Bedford Park, W., secretary; and J. Mayer, 
Tytingfarm, Guildford, secretary; no initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than seven; the first are Baron 
Emile N. d'Erlanger, George Pauling and Charles C. Bowlby ; remuneration as 
fixed by the company. 


J. G. Childs & Co., Limited (72,287).— This company was 
registered on December 27th, with a capital of £20.000 in £1 shares, to take over 
the business of eleotrical engineers now carried on by J. G. Childs, at 145, 
Farringdon Road, London, as J. G. Childs & Co., and to carry on the business 
of electricians, electrical, and mechanical engineers, manufacturers of and 
dealers in electrical apparatus, ironfounders, manufacturers of electric lifts and 
hoisting machinery, smiths, iron and steel converters, hardwaremen, con- 
tractors, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:-—J. G. Childs, 145, 
Farringdon Road, E. C., electrical engineer; H. Turnbull, g, Myddleton Park, 
Whetstone, N., electrical engineer; W. J. Childs, 52, Cannon Street, E. C., 
architect; J. R. Weston, Manor House, Redland, Bristol, electrical engineer; 
T. 8. Hill, 5, Ladbroke Road, W., electrical enzineer; F. C. Newton, 84. 
Tollington Park. N., sccountant; and R. Weston, 171, Redland Road, Bristol, 
gentleman. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less 
than two nor more than seven; the first are J. G. Childs and H. Turnbull, each 
of whom may retain office so long as he holds 2.000 thares. 


Н. Lygoe & Son, Limited (72,254)—This company was 
registered on December 28rd, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, to acquire 
the business of engineers and cycle builders, and repairers. carried on at 33, 
Marchmont Street, Russell Square, and elsewhere, as H. Lygoe & Son, to adopt 
an agreement with H. Lygoe, and H. J. Lygoe, and to carry on the business of 
electrica] and general engineers, cycle and motor car builders, and repairers, Ко. 
The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—C. Р Farlow, 54, Fitzroy Road, 
N.W., solicitor; C. F. Farlow, 64, Fitzroy Road, N.W., mechanical and elec- 
trical engineer; Н. Lygooe, 88, Marchmont Street, W.C., engineer; Н. J. Lygoe, 
33, Marchmont Street, W.C., engineer; W. T. Lyxoe, 18, arpur Street, W.C., 
engineer; C. 8. Lygoe, 2, Cubitt Street, W.C., engineer; and J. W. Lygoe, 22a, 
Steadman “Chambers, сорыс Street, W.C., engineer. No initial public issue. 
C. P. Farlow and С. F. Farlow are permanent governing directors; special 
qualification, £200. 


Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Syndi- 
cate, Limited (72,274).—This company was registered on December 24th, with a 
capital of £20,000 in £10 shares, to carry on in Leicestershire and Warwickshire 
or elsewhere the business of suppliers of electric power for any purposes, to lay 
down, establish, flx and maintain any generating stations, works, plant, ap- 
paratus, machinery, cables, wires, lines, accumulators, pipes, lamps, works 
&nd the like, for the supply of electricity or gas in bulk or otherwise, and to 
carry on the general busiaess of electricians, electrical, mechanical and general 
engineers, &c. The first subscribers are:—C. Thomson, 69, Pont Street, S.W., 
50 shares; Major W. M. Mackenzie, 29, Onslow Square, S.W., *0 shares; 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir R. H. Sankey, 82, Grosvenor Place, 8.W., 50 shares; H. Hollo- 
way, Burntwood Grange, Upper Tooting, S.W., contractor, 100 shares; 
M. Robinson, Overslade, Rugby, engineer, 50 shares; Sir I. Hart, Kt., Ashleigh, 
Knighton, Leicestershire, 10 shares; and J. Е. Johnson, 90, High Cross Street, 
Leicegtershire, builder and contractor, 10 shares. The first directors (to 
number not less than three nor more than 11) are С. Thomson, Major W. M. 
Mackenzie, Lieut.-Gen. Sir R. H. Sankey, H. Holloway and M. Robinson; 
qualification 20 shares. Registered office: 5, Great George Street, Westminster. 
No initial public issue. 


South-West Wireless Telegraph Shi Company, Limited 
(72,281).—This company was registered on December 24th with a capital of 
£25,000 in £1 shares, to enter into an a ment with W. M. Walters, and to 
carry on the business of a telephone, telegraph, electric light, heat and power 
supply company, and to establish, maintain, control and work any telegraph 
stations (on the high seas or elsewhere), electric light, heat and power works: 
telephone exchanges, machinery, plant, &c., necess or convenient for the 
purposes of the company. The first subscribers (with one share each) are: 

R. Haws, 26, Laurel Road, Old Swan, Liverpool, shipowner; J. Price, 15, 
Alexandra Road, Waterloo, master mariner; F. J. Pilcher, The Glen, Blundell- 
sands, consulting engineer; 8. Hendy, 6, Marine Crescent, Waterloo, shipowner; 
W. M. Walters, Trafalgar Mount, Egremont, master mariner; 8. C. Chambers, 
Mount Grove, Hamilton Road, New Brighton, ship broker; and C. P. Condron, 
Holden Street, Blundellsands, ship store dealer. Minimum cash subscription 
50 per cent. of any shares first offered to the public. The first directors (to 
number not less than three nor more than seven) are to be nominated by the 
subscribers ; qualification, £100; remuneration as the company may decide. 


British Mica Company Limited (72,187).—This company was 
registered on December 17th, with a capital of £5,000 in EI shares (2,000 7 per 
cent. cumulative preference), to take over the mica business carried on by 
Sanders, Wake & Co.. at 98, Great St. Helens, E.C., and Lebanon Works, 
Lebanon Road, Wandswortb, 8.W., and to carry on the business of mica manu- 
facturers, agente, vendors, and merchants, makers of, dealers in, and agents for 
micanite, electrical plant, accessories and machinery, makers of mica chimneys, 
lamp tops and other goods, &c. The first subscribers are:—H. 8. Sanders, 23, 
Great St. Helens, E.C., mica merchant, 200 shares; J. F. Wake, 29, Great St. 
Helens, E.C., shipbroker, 200 shares; E. H. Luck, Burghty House, Lady 
Somerset Road, N.W., gentleman, 200 shares; B. B. Wake, Connaught House, 
Acton Lane, Harlesden, N.W., gentleman, 1 share; F. E. Gavin, 57, Richmond 
Road, Barnsbury, N., clerk, 1 share; F. A. Goodwortb, 28, Siberia Road, 
Highbury, N., clerk, 1 share; and R. R. Wake, Connaught House, Acton Lane, 
Harlesden, N.W., cashier, 1 share, Minimum cash subscription, £100 preference 
shares. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than 
five; the first are Н. 8. Sanders, and J. N, Wake; qualification, £200; 
remuneration, £15 each per annum (to be increased according to profits). 


Hobbs & Sons, Limited (72,200).—This company was registered 
on December 18th, with а capital of £15,000 in £10 shares (600 preference), to 
adopt an agreement with H. E. Hobbs, William A. Hobbs, and A. J. Hobbs, and 
to carry on the business of boat builders, boat fitters, steam and electric launch 
builders, motor manufacturers, suppliers of electric and other power for pro- 
pelling boats, suppliers of electric ight, fuel dealers, electrical and general 
engineers, boat house keepers, provision merchants, &c. The first subscribers 
(with one share each) are :— H. E. Hobbs, New Street, Henley, boat builder; 
W. А. Hobbs, The Laurels, St. Andrew's Road, Henley, boat builder; 
A. J. Hobbs, The Cottage, Henley, boat builder; F. E. Hunter, Ferry Lodge, 
Wargrave, chartered accountant; E. J. Hobbs, New Street, Henley, boat 
builder; J. 8. Coo r, Henley, solicitor; and A. E Hobbs, New Street, Henley. 
boat builder. No initial public issue. The numberof directors is not to be less 
than three nor more than five; the first are W. A. Hobbs, A. J. Hobbs, and 
F. C. Hunter; qualification, #100; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


Electrical Investment Syndicate, Limited (72,297).—This 
company was registered on December 28th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, 
to carry on the business of suppliers of electricity for light, heat, power, or 
other purposes, electricians, manufacturers of electrical apparatus, tinanciers, 
&с. The first subscribers (each with one share) are :—A. M. Forbes, 27, The 
Chase, Clapham Common, B. W., clerk; L.. B. Cook, 82, Hewitt Road, Harringay, 
N., clerk; A. Kröner, 28, Montague Road, Hornsey, N., clerk; F. P. Carrington, 
30, Dalberg Road, Brixton, gentleman; F. C. Taylor, 80, Dalberg Road, 
Brixton, gentleman; L. C. Brook, 103, Wood Vale, Forest Hill, 8 E., 
clerk ; and Е, Н. Saunders, 29, Lady Somerset Road, N.W., clerk. 
No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than 
two nor more than seven; the first are to be a pointed by the subscribers ; 
qualification, £10; remuneration, £1 18. each per board meeting attended, and 
5 per cent. of the amount of dividend divisible, 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Marconi International Marine Communication Company, 
Limited (65,759).—This company's annual return was filed on December 13th 
when 204,056 shares were taken up out of а nominal capital of £350,000 in 
350,000 shares of £leach. 10s. has been called up on each of 99,056 shares, 
resulting in the receipt of £47,985 10s. £1,542 10s. remains in arrears. 105,000 
shares considered as fully paid. No mortgages or charges. 


New St. Helens and District Tramways Company, Limited 
(59,426).—This company's annual return was filed on November 18th, when 
15,980 preference, and 9,000 ordinary shares were taken up out of а nominal of 
£150,000 in 20,000 preference and 10,000 ordinary shares of £5 each. £125,410 
has been received, including £510 paid on 1,020 forfeited shares. No mortgages 
or charges. 


Lancashire Electrical Engineering Company, Limited 
(56,992).—This company's annual return was filed on October 8th, when 1,888 
shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £5,000 in 5,000 shares of £1 
each. £1,833 is considered as paid. No mortgages or charges registered. 


Sandgate and Hythe Electric Company, Limited (57,997).— 
This company's annual return was filed on October 14th, when seven shares 
were taken up out of a nominal capital of £1,000 in 100 shares of £10 each. No 
calls. No mortgages or charges. 


CITY NOTES. 


The Metropolitan District Railway Company. 


AT a special meeting of the company, held on December 23rd, the 
Metropolitan District Railway Bill and the Brompton and Picca- 
dilly Circus Railway Bill, shortly to be considered by Parliament, 
were approved. In the course of his speech Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., 
the chairman, covered briefly the history of the negotiations. 
extending over many years, which led up to the present position of 
the question of electrification. We quote from his remarks as 
follows:~-The directors of the two companies, supported by the 
proprietors up to a certain point, determined to ignore the advice 
given by Sir John Wolfe Barry and Sir William Preece. Sir John 
Wolfe Barry at his (the chairman's) request, had resumed his cld 
position as consulting engineer of the railway. In addition, as 
they were working in close unison with the Traction Company, 
they would have the benefit of that company's consulting engineer, 
Sir Alexander Binnie. About a year ago they embarked on what 
he thought he might say, without offence, was a rather wild goose 
chase. They invitcd tenders, or suggestions, from a number of 
well-koown firms, some American, some British, and some Con- 
tinental, all of whom sent in tendera based upon various theories, 
and varying greatly in amount, and this company partially com- 
mitted itself to а project submitted by an Austrian firm. А very 
influential section of the proprietors was against that step. As a 
result, they had to thresh out their difficulties with the Metro- 
politan Railway Company before a Parliamentary Committee, and 
an arbitration under the direction of the Board of Trade was 
adopted by the common consent of both companies. They were much 
indebted to the Board of Trade for the promptitude with which they 
made their award when they got the report from the tribunal to 
which this question was submitted. If the two companies blundered, 
16 was not from the want of a very explicit warning from the Board 
of Trade, because so far back as May 28th, the Board of Trade 
hoisted a danger signal and warned them against the adoption of 
any particular system. This company bad made two distinct pro- 
positions in the direction of unity to the Metropolitan Company. 
They recognised that the Inner Circle system was one which could 
only be efficiently worked in the interests of the London traveller 
by the unison cf the two partners. One of the two propositions 
was this—that in place of the duplication of electrical plant for the 
generation and supply of electrical current, each company should 
take its supply from the great generati g power house which was 
about to be erected at Lot's Road, Chel-ca. The Metropolitan Com- 
pany invited a few days ago tenders for the construction of a large 
power house at Neasden. Не had informed Colonel Mellor, the 
chairman of the Metropolitan, at a meeting a day or two ago, that 
this company would be prepared to tupply from their own gene- 
rating station at a lower rate than the Metropolitan Company could 
possibly generate their current for the «peration of their railway 
electrically. It scemed to him to be a waste of money for the 
Metropolitan Company to spend £300,000, or more, in the erection 
at Neasden of a duplicate power house. He would like to remind 
them, and the Metropolitan proprietors, of the offer which was made 
by the Traction Company tothe Metropolitan, and which he thought 
was rather summarily dismissed about six months or a year ago, 
namely, ће proposals made by the Tract:ou Company that they should 
undertake the leasing and the working of the Metropolitan Railway, 
giving the proprietors of that undertaking 31 per cent. guaranteed 
on their ordinary stock, and all prior charges properly protected. 
Notices to treat had been given for the whol» of the lands required 
for the power house at Chelsea. They had already settled with 
some of the landholders and some cf the lessees. The borings 
would be sunk the next week, and the contracts had been largely 
let by the traction company for the machinery required for that 
power house. The power house would be of such a character as to 
generate a supply up to about 60,000 kw. It would be the largest 
power house ever erccted in this country, and it was intended ta 
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supply not merely the District Railway, but several other railways 
wbich might be worked in close association with it. The time 
required for building the power house was the test of the time when 
they could instal electrical traction upon the line. The balance of 
the business was comparatively easy, 80 far as time was concerned. 
They thought it would take from 18 months to probably two years 
fo build the power house, and, therefore, they had to look forward 
to tbat period of patient waiting and economical administration 
before they would be able to see the full reward of the enterprise 
into which they had entered. They were not going to have any 
overhead trolley wires, carrying a current which they thought would 
be dangerous—a voltage of 11,000 volts. It would be better, they 
were of the opinion, to adopt a system of sub-stations, through 
which their current was carried from the power house, and where it 
was reduced by transformers and rotary converters into a safe and 
ordinary current of about 550 volts. Knowing thatthe great railway 
systems of America were being operated, not merely in Chicago, 
but in the City of New York and various other towns like Pittsburg 
and Baltimore, upon the direct-current system, and when they found 
that they were working safely, economically, and regularly, they 
did not think it wise to plunge into an experiment which had only 
been tried upon one or two little mountain railways in Switzerland. 
Possibly Colonel Mellor was right when he said it was evident from 
the report that the Ganz system possessed features of such novelty 
and importance, that it amounted to a new departure in electric 
traction. But the time might come when they might have nerial 
forms of locomotion; but, as practica] people, he thought they 
ought not to try experiments. He admitted that the Ganz system 
had the backing of Sir. W. Preece, but that gentleman did not come 
to the tribunal to explain his reasons in the witness-box, and he 
somewhat modified his opinion in the Parliamentary Committee 
room. "They would run the railway upon the principle of what was 
called the multiple unit. The trains would probably be 60 in 
number, and would consist of seven coaches, three of which would 
be motor cars and four what were called trail cars. The 
carriages would be 50 ft. in length. The total length of the 
trains would be 350 ft., and would seat 338 passengers. They would 
be 80 constructed that in the slack hours of the day they would be 
divisible into two sections, and run in short lengths. "They were 
constructed with a motor car at each end and one car in the middle, 
so that they could go forward and backward without reversing the 
engine. The service would be accelerated. The average rate of 
running now was about 10 miles per hour. They would undertake 
to run at least 15 miles per bour, and the trains would have a carry- 
ing capacity of at least 70,000,000 passengers per annum, and with 
the same capacity in rolling stock, they would be able to carry about 
30 per cent. more. In the city of Chicago, which had about a 
quarter of the population of London, the elevated railway system 
carried 256,000 passengers a day of 44 miles; the Manhattan Rail- 
way, of New York, carried 180,000,000 of passengers per annum on 
its 36 miles. The propored electrical equipment of the District 
would provide for 60 trains, and, if necessary, 100 trains, and the 
carrying capacity, as he had said, would be at least 70 millions of 
passengers a year for the 60 trains, They were working in friendly 
relationsbip with the London & North-Western, who had running 
powers over their line from Earl's Court to Mansion House, and they 
had come to ап agreement with that company to haul forward their 
trains by electric motor if the North-Western Company did not 
elect to run their own trains by that method. They hoped also, by 
means of their arrangements with the Great Western and the Great 
Central, with whom they were now entering into an agreement for 
& junction at Harrow with their railway, to develop & very con- 
siderable amount of goods traffic through to the East-end of London 
over this line and over the Tilbury. That goods traffic could be 
hauled forward without any difficulty by mcans of the electric 
engines to which he had alluded. IN 


sta Rica Electric Light and Traction Company. 


HE meeting of this company was held at Winchester House, E.C., 
on 23rd ult , Mr. W. F. Lecse presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN said that there had been a very considerable 
and progressive basiness done. Two years ago they made £3,800; 
last year, £6,800; and this year they bad made pra tically £9,000. 
The directors consid« red from the first that the working capital of 
£10,000 would very shortly be encroached ороп, because, although 
there was an cquipment of the tramway, as provided for in the соп. 
tract, still there were no spare parts or duplicates of machinery in 
case of a break-down. For these things, and for general and neces- 
sary equipment, they soon had to encroach very largely on the 
working capital. Then in order to comply with the very urgent 
demand for more light and tramway accommodation, they had to at 
once start extensions. They represented to Mr. Keith that they had 
no working capital with which to do it, and thereupon he said that 
he would do the work and would postpone the payment for 
interest, &c. He had done that in a very generous and complete 
manner, and the amount was £15,446. There had been an increase 
in the business all round. Last year they increased from 4,951 to 
6,896 of 16-с.р. lamps. The number of passengers carried during 
the year was 687,616, or au increase of 37 per cent. over the pre- 
vious year. Since the close of the financial year 24 miles of addi- 
tional tramway bave been opened to traffic. The earnings of that 
extension were very considerable, being about £30 a week, and it 
would be a very valusble asset in future business. The profit of 
£9,0CO roughly represents over 40 per cent. of the total business done. 
The trade itself was lucrative, and when they took into considera- 
tion that the business bad been done under the great disadvantage 
of not having à concentrated power, but & series of small water- 


powers—four in number, several miles apart—and therefore neces. 
sitating & largely increased staff, there was ample margin left under 
more favourable conditions for still better profits in the future. As 
a matter of fact, they had only touched the mere fringe of the busi- 
ness. There are in the central valley of Costa Rica some 200,000 
inhabitants. These are all actively demanding the light and 
power, and not only have they, through their representatives, sent 
memorials begging the company to extend the tramway and light- 
ing facilities to them, but they had even gone behind the com- 
pany's back to the Government and the Municipality of San 
José, and asked them to exercise pressure to induce them 
to favour them and the suburbs all round. The special 
circumstances of Costa Rica were very favourable to this 
particular business. There was no coal; the chief centre of 
population was over 100 miles from the coast, and 5,000 ft. above 
sea level, and therefor: railway traction is extremely expensive. 
It was a country where there were no roads of any consequence 
only rough tracks, and where the only thing which did not break 
down was the ox-wagon or cart, by means of which ouly are goods 
brought to the rail and all supplies brought to the capital. The 
question, therefore, of providing cheap locomotion and light was 
one which affected the interests of all the inhabitants. Тһе com- 
pany started three years ago to supply these facilities, and it had 
done во to the best of its ability to the limit of its capital on the 
one side and its water concessions on the other. These water con- 
cessions represent about 1,000 H. p. Three or four years ago it was 
estimated that that would be the minimum obtainable in the dryest 
portion of the dry season, but recently there bas been a succession 
of droughts, which has affected the volume of water power. The 
consequence was that during the last two years, and more especially 
during the past dry season, they had not had sufficient water power 
for actual requirements. In other words, the tramcars had beca 
standing still during some hours in the evenings for weeks ata 
time, because they were not able to supply the current to them, and 
at the same time to comply with the lighting obligations. The 
question of further water power had become acute, and it was abso- 
lutely necessary for them to consider without delay the advisability 
of a considerable expansion in that direction. The report and 
accounts to June 30th, 1901, were adopted. 


British Electric Plant Company. 


THe first annual meeting of this company was held at Glasgow on 
December 30th. Mr. J. G. Stewart presided, and, in the course of 
his remarks, said that the work since September had been erecting 
the factory at Alloa, and equipping it with machines to manufacture 
the special electrical plant, which work was now approaching cum- 
pletion. They had installed about one-half the machinery, which 
was all they had received, and they were quoting for electrical 
plant to be made at the works during the coming year. The electric 
supply plant was in running order, but the Town Council of Alloa 
were not in a position to fix a date when they would be able to take 
a regular supply of current for distribution. There was naturally 
no profit and loss account, and consequently no balance-sheet, but 
the statement showed on the one side the moneys they received, 
and on the other what they had done with these, leaving a sum in 
cash in bank and on hand of £8,715. 


Stock Exchange Notices, — The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned securities to be quoted in the Official List :— 
General Electric Company (1900), Limited—7,000 vendors' 5 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 
1000: and £50,000 vendors’ 4 per cent. first mortgage debenture 
8 


Crompton & Co, Limited. — The directors have 
declared an inierim dividend, for the half year ended September 
30th last, at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax, 
being the same rate as the interim dividend last year, and payable 
n and after January 15th next. 


andall's Telephone Patents. — Our representative 
was Xefused admission to the meeting of this company, held at 65, 
New Broad Street, E. C., on Monday, and he was not allowed to have 
a copy of the directors’ report which came before the meeting. 


South Lancashire Electric Traction and Power 
Company.—Warrants for the interest to December 21st, 1901, on 
the 44 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock, payable January 1st, 
1902, were posted on December 31st. 


Electric and General Investment Company.— 
Warrants for the interim dividends on the 6 per cent. cum. pref. 
shares, and of 10 per cent. on the ordinary shares bave been posted 


Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 
Corporation.—Warrants for the interest on the 4 per cent. 
debeuture stock have been posted. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending Dec. 
27th were £582; corresponding week last year, £547: decrease, £15. Total 
to date, £26,061; corresponding period last year, £28,279; increase, 22,185. 
Miles of track open, 84. 


= ee — _ 


80 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. Мо. 1,258, JANUARY 3, 1902. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
December 28rd were £140; corresponding week last year, £165; decrease, 
£25. Total receipts to date, £20.789; corresponding period last year, 
£20,104 ; increase, £025. "The receipts for the week ending December 28th 
were £160; corresponding week last year, £221; decrease, £61. Total 
receipts to date, £70,919; corresponding week last year, £20,885; increase, 
£564. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
December 27th were £4,580; corresponding period last year, £4,970; de- 
crease, £390. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of tbis company for the week ending December 20th :— 


Comparison | 


: Aggregate. 
. with corres- No 


Amount ponding week of ae 
Company. £ of last year. weeks. Amount: Inc. or Dec. 
? 2 2 * | £ 

Croydon* .. 509 227 — | 51 | 17,985 | 2,448 — 
Devonport... 1 B885 — — 26 11035 | — — 
Dudley—Stourbridge | 59 ' 4 — 51 34,309 16014 | — 
Gateshead... M 517 — — 323 = 19.110 | — — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 817 — — 11 3,149 | — — 
Hartlepool .. aie 157 — 29 51 11,355 1,237 — 
Kidderminster - 99 5 51 | el | 695 — 
Merthyr  .. ..| M0 | — — 8 | 904  — | m 
Oldham—Ashton .. 426 — 8 51 25,208 · 8,196 — 
Poole .. sx “ж 172 — | — 97 10226 | — — 
Potteries — .. . | 1,337 18 — 51 71,236 19.799 = 
Soutbpor tt 112 9 —— 51 8, 158 = | 2,801 
South Staffordshire; 674 — 39 51 39,252 2.406 — 
Swansea ee eo | 405 8 — 51 | 22 294 4,297 md 
Taunton s oe | 47 — — 174 | 1302 — — 
Tynemouth .. e. 110 — — 39 . 10,560 — — 
Wolverhampton Dist. 66 16 — 51 3,361 їн | — 


i 
* Partly horse. 
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1 Partly steam. 


1 Reconstructing. 


City and South London Railway.—The Pal ig) Ya for the week ending 
Dec. 29th were £3,103; corresponding week t year, £1,704; increase, 
£1,399. Total from July Ist to date, £59,674: corresponding period last 
year, 5 increase, £15,401. Miles open, 6}; corresponding period last 
year, 43. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Dec. 21st were 
£7,289 ; corresponding week last year, £6,135; increase, £1,154. Total 
receipts from July Ist (25 weeks), £155,408. Miles open, 6. Week ending 
December 28th, 45,928; corresponding week last year, £4,911; increase, 
£1,017. Total from July Ist (26 weeks), £161,327. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The reccipts for the week ending December 
21st were £165 6s. 4d.; corresponding week last year, £182 Ss.11d.; de- 
crease, £17 28. 7d. Total to date, £10,960 15s. 10d.; corresponding period 
last year, 210,133 83. O4d.; increase, £527 78. 91d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1901, 5,341. Number of cars. 1901, 12; 1900, 11. The receipts 
for the week ending December 28th were £170 19s. Id.: corresponding week 
last year, £185 115. 10d.; decrease, £14 18s. 9d. Total to date, £11,131 8s. 11а. : 
corresponding period last year, £10,618 198. 104d.; increase, £512 9s. Cad. 
Car miles run, 1901, 5, 364; 1900, 4,169. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending December 
20th were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., electric сагв, £8.398 8s. 0d.; D. S. D. Co., 
electric cars, £682 7s. 1d.; total, 24,080 10a. 1d.; corresponding veriod last 
DN Co., electric cars, £8,546 4s. 2d.; ditto, horse cars, £22 158. 0d. ; 

.S. D. Co., electric cars, £762 158. 5d.; total, £1,831 14s. 7d.; decrease, 
£251 4s. 6d.; aggregate to date, £115,693 0s. 10d.; aggregate to date last 
year, £114,885 19s. 2d.; increase, 4807 1s.84. Тһе mileage worked ів 45 
miles electrically, as against 48 miles electrically, and two miles by horses, 
for tbe corresponding period last vear. Week ending December 27th :— 
D.U.T. Co., electric cars, £3,746 17s. 9d.; D.8.D. Co., electric cars, £746 
105. 8d. ; total, £4,493 8s. bd.; corresponding period last year- D. U. T. Co., 
electric cars, £3,738 165. 1d.; ditto, horse cars, £23 3s. 7d. ; D. S. D. Co., elec- 
tric cars, £816 14s. 4d.: total. £4,578 14s. 0d. ; decrease, £85 5s. 7d. ; agere- 
gate to date, £120,186 93. 34.; aggregate to date last year, £119,620 0s. 4d. ; 
increase, £566 8s. 11d. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways —Week ending December 21st, £10,209, com- 
pared with £9,247 for same period last year. From the commencement of 
present financial year (June Ist), £359,700, compared with 2273.555 for same 
period last year. The receipts for the week ending December 28th were 
£10,151 2s. 9d., compared with £9,530 9s. 8d. for same period last year. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—'The receipts for the week ending Dec. 22nd 
were £1,425; corresponding week last year, £1,516; decrease, £91. Total 
from July Ist to date, 239.161; corresponding period last vear, 211174 ; 
decrease £2,010. Miles open. 6 miles 67 chaina. Week ending December 
20th, £1,240; corresponding week last year £1,397: decrease. £157. Total 
from July Ist, £40,404; corresponding period last year, £42,571; decrease, 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


New Year's Day, 1902. 

THE Stock Exchange has entered upon the second year 2f the 
Twentieth Century in much more hopeful vein than it embarked 
upon the first. The approaching end of the South African cam- 
paign is largely—perhaps, mainly responsible for the happier feel- 
ing noticeable in all the markets. Last year was not one to be 
regarded with charity by most investors. Consols, for instance, 
fell from 977 to 935; London and North-Western stock from 1794 
to 168; and Brighton Railway “B” from 1744 to 157. Investment 
stocks in all departments are generally lower, but the little elec- 
trical railway section is a startling exception. Waterloo and City 
Ordinary has drooped, but the conditions attaching to the stock are 
so purely connected with the money market, inasmuch as the 
dividend is virtually fixed at 3 per cent., that it is no criterion to 
e:ectrical railway enterprise as a whole. The past year has been 
спе of immense strides in the latter i: dustry, and part of the depre- 
ciation in values of steam railway securities is due to fears of com- 
petition by the coming system. We annex a “little list” showing 
the principal changes of the twelvemonth :— 


Rtock or share. | Dee. 81, 1900. | Dec. 81, 1901. | Rise or fall. 


— — — —- -- 5 x i pere 


Central London is 93 — 95 10^3 | +114 
City and South London 9 5⁴ 68 | + 9 
Do. shares | 5 | + 1} 
Waterloo and City  .. #36, 954 92 — 8 
Metropolitan Consolidated .. 88 77 ' — 6 
Metropolitan District .. © 294 i 29 ! — 4 


| 


The comparatively tlight fall in District stock, as compared with 
Metropolitan Consolidated, is due to the buying of the former by 
those who were anxious to secure control of the line, while Metro- 
politan stock has had no such support. | 

In the Electricity Supply section an irregular tendency is dis- 
closed as regards quotations. Some of the outstanding features of 
the year are the rapid growth of capital expenditure necessitated by 
expansion of business, the price of coal and fucl, and the quiet 
absorption of Debenture stocks during the past six months. Coming 
to actual variations in values, and contenting ourselves with the 
quotations of the best-class Ordinary shares, we find the following 
comparisons :— 


e 

Share. Dec. 81, 1900. | Dec. 81, 1901. Rise or fall. 
Brompton and Kensington 7 9 +14 
Charing Cross. 5 v 10 84 —1# 
Chels en 67 51 -1 
City of London s i» 94 9i No change. 
County of London s 9 9 | Nochange. 
Metropolitan. © я 124 14 +2 
Notting Hill . T ET 15 ] + 
St. James’s "e ee - 154 16 + 
Westminster. 4 КР 13 12 —1 


The City of London Company, distressful though its days of 1901 
have proved, comes out remarkably well in the showing when it 
is remembered that the proprietors have received no dividend on 
the Ordinary shares since the 8s. paid in March, 1900. Metro- 
politans have strengthened their position appreciably, and the new 
generating station at Willesden, added to the agreement between 
{һе company and the Marylebone authorities, deserve gratitude 
from the shareholders for the part they have played in assisting 
the rise. The large growth of capital expenditure, already referred 
to, should bear fruit in the New Year, and with a reduction in coal 
bills we look forward to secing to-day’s prices substantially 
improved upon when the reviewer comes to next January’s task. 

Quite at the end of the old year the telegraph market was rudely 
shaken by the presumed flashing of asingle letter from England to New- 
foundland through the instrumentality of Signor Marconi’s wireless 
system of telegraphy. Prices, after keeping firm throughout the 
twelvemonth, except for an earlier Marconi spasm in the spring 
gave way on all hands, and the Telegraph list exhibits an almost 
unbroken series of declines. That the selling has been considerably 
exaggerated is admitted by many a good authority within the Stock 
Exchange and without, and the present slump affords a good oppor- 
tunity for securing at cheap rates such securities as Eastern Ordinary, 
Eastern Extension shares, and, as a more speculative investment, 
Anglo-American Preferred stock. To come to our prices :— 


— — M MM À——M • 1 1d— jͤ—DWł— 3 ͤ— 


1 

Stock or share. Dec. 81, 1900. | Dec. 81, 1901. Fall. 
Anglo-American “А ”.. is 101 "i 2 

б "HU a 98 | 97 53 
Commercial C abe 175 | 1724 of 
Eastern .. ss m a 1384 135 gI 
Eastern Extension 142 134 | 2 
Great Northern - ws d 32 81 1 
Reuter's .. a 25 m 74 74 No change. 
West India and Panama i i | 
Western Telegraph ..  .. 14 19} | 1 
National Telephone T 43 32 7 
Oriental Telephone. Sasi 1 1 | No change, 


i 


National Telephone shares bid up to 44 on the eve of the publica- 
tion of the Government agreement, have tumbled to 35 on the 
storm of hostility evoked by the arrangement. Nor is the latter as 


favourable as some had hoped for, although it unquestionably leaves 
the company in a stronger position for the next few years than it 
had previously occupied. 

British Electric Tractions began and ended the year at 14, but 
British Westinghouse Preference gained 15s, advancing from 4; 
to 53, thereby fulfilling the expectations formed of their prospects 
when they stood at the lower figure. Callenders at 17 are a round 
£4 to the good, as a result of the year, while Henleys at the same 
price show a rise of 34 points. Edison & Swan shares, which stood 
at 2 this time last year, are now nominally quoted at 5s. after being 
practically unsaleable at the time when the Committee issued its 
appalling report. Telegraph Construction are a shade easier, Tele- 
graph Manufacturing a fraction higher, than they were at the end 
of last century. It has been a year of numerous new issues, and the 
rapid development of electrical tube-cum-tramway schemes, parti- 
cularly in West London, bas brought down London General 
Omnibus stock from 150 to 100. All appearances go to show that 
1902 will exalt companies connected with the more modern illu- 
minant and power in а higher degree than its predecessor has done. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


* Subject to Founders 


tions on Liverpool Stock 


marked § are fora year consisting of the latter 


— вама" Share| the last threo yours, | Quotetions 
1908. 1900. 1900, ? 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 95 Debs Wes wi as " we | 99 —102 
25,000 | Amazon 1 Co. 's shares, Nos. 1 to 25, 000 . 188 eas is ваб 34— 
119,7001| Amason Telegraph 5 Y рем, Мов. 110 1,250 Red. see Е e. | 78 — 83 
£04,720 | Anglo-American Telegraph jas - - . Stock £3 98. 78/6 | 83 50 — 53 
8,097,640 Do. . 6 Ф Pref eee eee coe 6 % 6 94 7 96 
3,097,640 Do. do. Deferred 555 ves vas 18s. 78. | 5s. 8 — 8% 
44,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 u.. 3 @ 65 | 34— 4 
t :300$| Commercial Cable - 8 .. |180 —190 
1,741,0292 Do. Bterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 8 а . |101 —103 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph eee eee eee oe oe 8 V E 5 = 6 
6,000 Do. 10 V Pref. eee roo aoe eee eee 10 eee 134— 144 
12,931 Direct Spanish Telegraph  ... x id ses б 4 4%; 1 3 — 4 
6,000 Do. do 10 Y Cum. Pref. .. see wei vis se "uh 84— 93 
$0,0002 Do. do. 44 % Debs. А i Я vee | coe | vee [100 —104 Ф100 —104 95 
60,7102; Direct United States Cable ... "N = ise S1 | 38% | 34% | 104— 102 
104,9007| Direct West India rig 44% Reg. Deb. ... is is T sea . 100 —103 
4,000,000 * о oe w “ dis is 7 7 7 Ф |138 —142 
1,930,807 5 Pref. Btock NS es | 4 91 — 94 
1.432, 2887 De Mort. Deb. Stock Red. vis T dis Y .. |112 —115 
,000 oe Australas, and Ohina Telegraph 107 7 B 7 & 132 — 142 
320,0007 Do. 4% Deb. Btock € м eee eee eee 113 —118 
Eastern and South African Telegra b, 4 ort. = 
300,000: { Ree e O A =) 100 | ... |549 | .. |100 —103 
200,0007 Do. 4 % Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub. 1—8,000 | 25 | ... 100 —103 
180, 227 | Globe Telegraph and Trust wes 10 | 5j bi% 54% 102— 11} 
180,042 Do. do. 6 E Pref. я e ..| 10/6 Vu 144 — 15 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhagen 10 |124 15 Ф 30 — 82 
78 Halifax and Bermuda Cable, 44 Y In Mort. ba. 100 100 —108 
within Nos. 1 to 1299, Bed. э 2b il 
17,000 | Indo-Buropean Telegraph ..| 25 |10 Y |10 Y 10 Ф | 40 — 44 
100,000: London Platino-Brasilian Talegrap h, 6 % Debe. . .. | 100 | ... iai .. [103 — 106 
72,680 | Montevideo Telephone, Limited, Bra., Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. l| .. |2 .. | i£ i 
86,492 Do. : do. do. 5% Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 114 5 iis i— 1 
590,000 | National Telephone, 1 to 590,000  ... ө sss m 5|6 5 5 @ 34— 33 
15,000 Do. 6 Y Oum. 1st Pref. ... ies А 10 | 6 6 6 12 — 14 
15,000 Do. 6 % Cum. 2nd Pref. ... i А 10 | 6 6 6 Ф | 12 — 14 
250,000 Do. 5 95 Non-cum. $га Pref., 1 to 250,000 5|5 5 5 49— 4] 
2,000, Do. 84 % Deb. Stock Red. see . |Btock| 3% 81 34 95 — 98 
171,504 | Orien ephone and Elec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully 115 5 6 Ys— l 
160,000 Pacific and European Tel., 4 J Guar. Debe., 1 .. 100 100 —103 
11.839 Beuter's eee 600 е eee ee eee ЕД] [117 8 5 Ф 5 Ф 5 % 7 — 
3,803 | Submarine Oables Tast » ee ise S. [Oert| ... i» . |123 —128 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone ves ies ^ Я 56 7 95 5 — bł 
000 А до. 5.% Oum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 5| .. “es 4$— 
179,947} Do. 5 95 Debs. ... is Stoch à 104 —107 
155,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 Ф Debe.... 100 | ... i 100 —103 
30,008 | West ка of America, Nos. 1—30,000 and 53, 001—859, 008 24 | ... 1 — 
150.000 Do. do. 4 95 Deks., 1—1, 500 gua. by Bras. Bub. Tel. 100 101 —104 
207,930 | Western Telegraph, = Nos. 1—207,930 ... Tm * 107 7 7 Ф | 134 — 14 xd} 12 
75,0002 Do Debs. 2nd series, 1906 „. | 100 | ... 5: 104 —107 
848, 7777 do. i Deb. Stock Red. cee ooo 100 eee soe 103 —166 
88,321 | West India and Panama Telegraph .. ee .. coef 10|29,| $% &— 
84,563 Do, до. до. 6 95 Oum. 1st Pret. 10 | .. w 5— 6 
4,669 Do. do. do 6 Y Oum. 2nd Pref... 10 . | 3$- 4} 
80,0003 Do. do. do. 5 95 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 | 100 . |102 — 105 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord.  ... i ws ы feu 98— 8 — 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 | ... e| | 97 — 102 | 97 —102 
19,661 | Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 5 6 62,5625, | 8)— 9 8$— 91 FP 
£0,000 Do. do. 7 % Oum. Pref.... 6 | a ‘a а Mj— 8g 8$— 9 81 
‚000 | Charing Cross and Sirana Шону Buppl тё - 58 9 V 9 5 8— 9 8 — 9 sas 
57,000 Do. do. do. do. Ада, Oum. Pref. 5, ... ve Via 5 — 54 5 — 4 bats 
250,000 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock nee 100 - 985 .. 103 —105 xdj103 —105 1041 
34,000, *Ohelsea Electricity Supply, Ord. e 56 16 5% 51 6 54— ae 
150,000. Do. g% Deb. Stock Red. Stock an .. 109 —112 |108 —1l11xd| . ы 
70.575 City of London Е Electric Lighting, Ócd. 40,001 —110, 579... 10 | 6 @ 1415 0 & 9 — 10 9 — 10 91 94S 
40,000 Do. Oum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6% 6 12 — 13 12 — 13 198 | ... 
100,0001 Do. Deb. Stock, Sorip. (i (іва. at £115) all paid. | .. 122 —127 121 —126 ddl. 
200,000 Do. 4 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 | ... |... | . 102 —105 |101 —104xd| 105 | ... 
40,000 | County of Lond. & Brush Prov. 3 „Ота. 1—40,000 | 10 nil 4 4 83— 94 814— 94 9j 8g 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6% , A0,001— 60,000 10|6%|6% 6 12—13 |12 — 13 "up 
400,000 Do. 143 Y Deb. Btock, E Prov. Certs (all paid) Rd. ve | vee d s. 105 —108 [104 —107ха| ... 
35,500 ' Edmundson's Elec. Corp., Ord. Shares sue 885 "T" 5 6 6 7 | 54— 6 b4— 6 5H 
20,000 Do. do. 6 95 Cum. Pref. bec: case ЕУ vee bis 54— 6 — 6 se ds 
120, 0007 Do. do. 41 95 1st Mort. Deb. Btock. .. | 100 | ... dis .. |105 —108 [105 —108 107$ 
‚000 | Kensington and Knightebridge Electric, Ога. ... Dj .. ee e. | 11 — 12 11—12 |... 
90,000 Ро. до. do. 495 Deb. Stock |Stock| .. | ... | .. [01—104 |103 —106 
110,000 | London Electric Buppiy rc cnim тоз ехо X Ө " i 1— 12 1j— 12 
49,840 Do. 6 % Pref. 516% T 3à— 44 9$ — 43 4} 4 
950,000 Do. 8 do. 4% lit Mt Db. Btock Rd. ie see .. | 94 — 98 xd} 94 — 98 7 
98,769 | Metropolitan Blectric Supply, 101 to 62,500 ... 10/5%/5%|6% | 14 — 144 | 14 — 15 148 | 143 
220,0001 Do. 44%, Firat Mortgage Debenture ө Btock eos | 5. 113 —116 11m —i115xd| .. |... 
250,0007 Do. 34% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . es» |dtock| ... ios * | 97 —100 96 — 99xd| 99$ | S591 
8,652 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting we „106 7 7 15—16  |15 — 16 15 | 15% 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall Mali Electric Light, Ord. ves bv 5 |1449 14495 144 151— 163 | 154— 164 dis bus 
20,000 е 15 7 Y Pref., 20,081 to 40, 080 517 7 7 8— 9 84— 93 94 
150,000; 3i % Deb. Btock Bed. TI ио 0 eee see 98 —101 97 —100 xd e 
12,000 ваква Market Жк. Supply, í Ord. soo sos eos 2 com 24 2 =з 23 
50,0007 Do. do. 49 Deb. coe eee T LIII eee Ty) z^ — 90 80 — 90 eee eee 
65,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ord. ... i ЧК 24 2 — 2 а 
109,518 | Westminster Electric Supply, Ord. ч T 12 9 13% ix 11 114— 123 |1H— 123 | 


t Unless otherwise all shares are fully paid, | Diwdends КУ реон киге нр ta being used tal, 
"Dividends marked of one year and the pen of the next е 
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ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
Present Btook| — Dividends for спора. Coane 
— зе аш] .be. | Quim | биз | Soak sotet, 
1898. | 1800. | 1900. Highest | Lowest. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 % Cum. Pref. .. oe | 10 sd io ae 4$— 44— 54 799 ia 
$00,0002 Do. do. 5% 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Stock 87 — 91 87 — 91 ias vs 
62,074 | British Electric Traction s Ses ..| 10 6 % 8 E 9 v 134 — 144xd| 131— 143 13% | 132 
92,000 Do. do. 6 Y Cum. Pref. ..| 10 . | 12 — 12} 12 — 123 121 1294 
600,000: Do. do. 5 & Perpetual Debenture Stock ... Stock 122 —125 |124 —127 1251 | 1283 
70,000 | British Insulated Wire Ord. ... M vi = ies 6 15 [4 20 v 15 v 8— 9 8— 9 8b | .. 
70,000 Do. do. 6 V Cum. Pref. si es a 5 ies гга 51— 5 54— Н n 208 
50, 000 |{ Browett, кү & Со. ee A | £l i— i— T ie 
50,000 6 % Cum. Pref. e| #1 iu là н— 1d 18 | ... 
105, 731 | Brush Elecl. k „ Ord., 1 to 105,731 sèi 2 18— 18 là— 16 "T od 
150,000 Do. o. Non сше. шн. 6% Pret ves 2 li— 21 lgj— 2 2 P 
125,000; Do. do. атт b. Btock Stock 102 — 105 |122 —105 1033 ds 
125, ‘0002 Do. do. 4% ‚ 2nd Deb. Btock Stock 99 —102 99 —102 99 is 
$0,000 Callender's Cable Construction „Nos. 1—30,000  ... b 16 * 15 5 Ф 15 5 % 155— 164 | 16} — 174 174 | 178 
40,000 Do. do. 5 95 Oum. Pref. us b 54— 64 b54— G6jxd| 6 
90,0007 Do. do. 44 9 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red . Stock 112 —116 |110 —114 xd| .. |... 
1,969,800 | Oentral London Railway, Btock s se Stock 106 —109 105 —108 1084 | 1064 
440,100 Do. do. 4% Pref. Stock .. Кен „Stock 105 —108 |105 —108 1072 | ... 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do.. Stock .. 107 —110 106 —109 10833 
855,000 | Ойу and Seuth London Railway Stock 115 64 — 66 62 — 64 64 624 
47,500 | Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22, 501 to 70, 000 .. .. | 10 ies 6 — 64 6 — 6 65 ... 
54,000 Оговорка а Оо, Bom Lto B4000 Rar Deis. ss 3 8 Y 3— 3% 3 — 34 38 è 
А Ist Mo 1 о 
100,000; | 2100 ana O01 D; 1100) of £50 ET n: 100—105 [100—105 |... |... 
99,961 & Bwan Utd. EL Let, “ А” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99, 261 5 i- 8 i- i1 -— Sei 
17,189 Do. до. “А” Shares, 01—017,139  ... 5 215 li — 22 2— 3 iu ida 
944,023] Do. do, = 4% Deb. Stock Red .. | 100 .. | 80 — 85 78 — 83xd| ... s 
100,0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Coris SpA 100 84 — 89 84 — 89 iss 
119,100 Blectric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... 2 12— 2} 12— 2} 1 , 
31,890 Do. do. : Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... iss 2 21— 3 21— 3 cR 
182, 500 Ро. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock . Stock 98 —102 | 98 —102 1004 
18, 000 | General "is Co. 900) 6 Cum. Pref. ... эз ..| 10 10 — 104 98—104 xd| ... An 
95, 000 Do. FPEM b 44%| 54— 6 5)— 6 ied T 
50,0001 Do. an до. 4} ort. Deb. Stock. Stock .. 1112 —116 112 —116 112 2. 
50, 000 | India-Rubber, 8 and Pep divum Works *. | 10 23 — 94 214 — 221xd| 23 225 
80,0002 Do. do. do. 4 95 1st Mort. Deb... ... | 100 100 —103 |100 —103 101 d 
$7,500 |tLiverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... 988 .. | 10 8% 34% 55 — 5g 5g— 63 ү i 
10,000 Do. do. Pref., £10 paid was .. | 10 11j— 123 | 12 — 124 я ве 
7. 500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 7, a eee eee 10 eee eee eee 154—164 154— 164 TII TY) 
0 Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref. .. [III eee £1 eee eee 6 19/- to 20/- « 0 09 . ө» 
. Oonstruction and Maintenance . d oe | 12 | 15 %| 15 173%| 38 — 42 97 — 41 381 - 
160 0001 4 % Deb. Вав. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 ... | 100] ... | ... 104 —106  |104 —106 A S 
25,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25, is 518% 12 12 * 104— 114 | 101— 114 : vs 
20,000 do. 5 % Om. Ри. Nos. 1 to 30,000 und 5)— 6 | eek 
540,000: Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock 100 9 9, 8% 9 01 — 94 91 — 94 93 1 ... 


4 Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


1 “Unless prre um stated all shares are fully paid. 


From Bradford Share List. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 


Consolidated Te 
National Hlectrico 


е Construction and Maintenance 3/—4/- 
se Wiring, 19/6 paid, 4—3. 
* From Birmingham Sbare Liev. 


<$ From Manchester Share List. 


läh „and H Electric (£10 : 
9 be x yg 4. Leis b., 


ат) 


Bank rate of йсй 4 рег gna (October 31st, 1901). 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, January Ist. 


- 
CHEMICALS, 40. This week. Week be- Ino. or Dec. METALS, Go. ( This week. Week be- Ino. от Dec 
@ Acid, Mls = „„ per ent. 5j- ЛЕ ee g Copper Sheet ee ос е per ton .. £n .. 
а Li] DIE ee ee ee per owt. 22). 22/- e 9g 99 oe oe ee . per ton bled £71 т 
a u co = Per OWN. 83/- 83/- . € „ (Bleoctrolytic) Bars per ton £70 #80 £10 dec. 
a „ KR өө per owt. 6/6 6/6 ee $$ n „ Sheets .. per ton .. 258 vi 
3 per owt. l- l- oe $ „ Bod per dan 15 £22 £7 dec. 
uriate (отуш) .. perton | 48810 #88 10 sí в n и Н.С. Wire per Jb. К е. 1d. deo. 
а " per ton 290 280 is f Ebonite Rod .. - . per Ib. . - 
a powder ‘ ee рег юп 41 s ee f n s zi ee per lb. — 16 T 
а Bisul of Oarbon per ton £15 616 ; n German Silver Wire "n por Ib r^ °% 
a Вотах vá ee рег ton £18 218 ss h Gutta- per lb. 8/- - 
а Bensole 189 ) è . pergal, 1i- 1/- ee h India-rubber, Para fine por lb. Zr to 8/7 | 8/5 to 8/7 дес. 
" 50 J. T . pergal. 5/8 6/6 Vx d Iron, Charcoal Sheets... ee per ton 218 T 
в Sulphate T- .. per ton #19 £22 £8 deo. $ „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) .. per ton 43/ 4d. dec 
a Nitrate А per ton A24 294 se $ n 5 to візе рет ton ail | From 41 ds. 
: „ White Bugar .. es рег ton 281 481 ee $ , Ветар, oe рег ton 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 60 
sitas Miet Beats А ss ре: юа лю en. ee $ 4 Wire, galvanised No. .. per ton 410 4 А 
а ethyla r gal. ee 
а 5 Solvent (00% 231809 C). ber pl 5/6 AE 2s : Lead, English Ingot — .. . . per ton £10 19 6 
Bichromate, in casks.. per ib. . Bd. 84. "" Sheet ee per ton 418 10 . 
о п X )Oaustio (15509) ee рег ton £254 £34 oe n Minganin' Wire No. 98. .. .. рег lb. Ы 8/- А 
Bisulphate „ per ton £85 £85 is = per bos £8 17 6 М 
per owt. 125/- 120/- бв. inc. 4 Mica (ia (in original оов), small . per ìb. | d. vo 9d. | Bd. to 94. ee 
2 Bhellac of “Magnesia .. per ton 66 10 #4 )0 ` d 1 " medium per Ib. 1/9 ю 2/9 | 1/9 to 2/9 oe 
а Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers per ton £6 5 £6 5 "4 d „ à per 8/810 7/8 | 8/810 1/8 ee 
^ н Recovered .. .. рег ton 85 10 85 10 oe — in е per Ib. |1144. to 1/2 to 1/8 Id. dec. 
„ | Lump .. .. . per ton £5 £5 жа р " rolled & per ib, -0013 | l/1901/4 ld. deo, 
á ada. Caustic (white 70%) .. рег ton 210 15 810 15 ee " н strip&sheet per №, 12 1/8 | 1d. deo. 
8 n $e s s per ton 48 48 we 5 Platinum . per os. 44 1 £41 
а te, саат — .. perib, 84d. 944. . 1 Silicium Bronse Wire per Ib, | 104. to 1/- |1084. to 1/04 doe. 
Steel, Magnet, soo dmg to desc'p'n per ton] From £15 to £40 és 
METALS, &в. м in dars ee £68 1 be е 
b Alnminiom Ingots, in ton lote per ton | 4148 £148 be d ‚т, bien. e porton) .. {| “aig } 
b "i Wire, in ton lots per ton ELDA 4994 de f n toll " Vi ee per Ib. 1/6 1/6 
b „ Sheet, in ton tows per ten £191 £191 eo ^" wire, Nos. 1 to 16 š ee per lb. 177 if 
p Babbive’s metal per ton | £75 to £195, £16 vo 4195 p White Ansi . friction в 
e Brass (rolled metal P vo 197) basis per Ib. d. 1 dec. " Wbi*e Ant braná . per ton £86 to 265 | £85 to £65 oe 
в labe (b Я ss 1b, d. 9a. d. dec f Yarne, 2/10 Grey Ооггоп, on eps per Ib d. 1d. oe 
9$ n „ (solid drawn) .. per ib, 714. ма, d. dec „ біса. Гах .. per ld. я us 
e [1] Wire, e ee e ) 4 L] 7 d. 7 4, 4d. dec. Í м 8 ply 10 ibe. Rosetan se per ib. ee 
e Oopper Tubes (brased) per Ib, d. d d. dec f » 10108. Russian, engle . per lb. EN 
9 a = (8008 drawn) .. per lb. а. 1034, ER dec { 169 ibe. Jure rove . per ton}; 2109 6 210 26 
g Copper Bars ( seleceea) .. per ton =è 3 Zino, Bb’. (Vials Monsagne пай.) рет tan £21 10 #1 део 
a Messrs. Q. Boor & Oo. f India-Rubber, G.-P. and ‚ Werks В Messrs, Morris Ashby, Limited, 
Q b The British Aluminium Oo., Lad Messrs. James ё Shakaveare. » Led. m Mesars, W. T. Glover ё Oo., Lad. 
Norte pj о Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Bons, Quotations | h Messrs. Батага Till а Co. quoad py] aun P. Ormisten а Bons. 
d Messrs. P & Bons, supplied by 14 Messrs, Во o Meesrs. Johnson, Mattbeg & Oo., Lia 
e Messrs. Prods Smith & O0. р The Phosphor Bronse Cempany, Led. 
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METAL MARKET.—Fluctuations in December. 
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CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 
LXXXVL—BARKING EXTENSION PLANT. 


SuMMARY. 


Extent of Contract.—Supply and erection upon prepared founda- 
tions of new boiler, feed pump, steam dynamo, motor balancer and 
accessories. 

Size of Boiler.—To be of water-tube type, capable of evaporating 
12,000 lbs. of water per hour with feed water supplied at 150° F. 

Working Pressure.—175 lbs. per sq. in. 

Superheater.—To be capable of adding 50° F. of superheat to 
12,000 lbs. of steam at normal temperature for 175 lbs. square inch 
pressure per hour. | 

Mechanical Stoker.—Of approved type to be provided. 

Boiler Feed Pump.—Electrically-driven three-throw pump to be 
provided, capable of pumping 1,500 gallons hour against 
170 lbe. square inch pressure. Motor will be supplied under separate 
contract. |; 

Water Meters—Two to be supplied, each capable of passing 
1,500 gallons of hot water per hour at a pressure of 170 Ibs. sq. in. 

One of similar size to be provided, arranged for hot water at 
ordinary pressure. 

Storage Tank.—One to be provided and fixed in prepared position, 
25 ft. long x 18 ft. wide x 6 ft. deep. 

Steam Dynamo.—One to be provided and fixed on prepared 
foundations. To develop 250 xw. at normal load working, condens- 
ing with 26 in. vacuum and 150 lbs. square inch pressure. 

Spectfied Overload. Ten per cent. for two hours without injury. 

5 with tenderer. Standard types of plant may be 
quote 

Type of Engine. To be of vertical compound type fitted with 
piston valves. 

Range of Governing.— When whole load thrown off, momentary 
variation not to exceed 5 per cent., or permanent variation 3 per 
cent. To be capable of hand regulation to extent of 5 per cent. 

Type of Dynamo.—To be multipolar, compound wound, normal 
output either 520 amperes at 480 volts or 450 amperes at 550 volts. 
Pe даша from 500 volte at no load to 550 volts at terminals at 

ond. 

Permissible Temperature Riss. Not to exceed 70° F. after six 
hours’ full load run, or at end of a two hours’ run ati10 per cent. 
overload immediately following above full load run. 

Specified Steam Consumption.—Not to exceed 26 lbs. per Kw. - hour 
at full load working condensing with 150 lbs. per square inch steam, 
or 29 lbe. per Kw.-hour at full load working non-condensing. 

Motor Balancer.—To consist of three machines rigidly coupled 
together. Each of two dynamos to develop 40 xw., remaining 
machine to act as motor, and to be capable of driving both dynamos 
at full load when supplied with current from traction dynamo. 

Voltage of Generators.—245 volts under normal conditions at 
terminals. 

Switchboard  Extension.—To be in accordance with specified 
requirements to suit the additional plant to be installed. 

Induced Draught Plant and Steel Chimney.—To be supplied as 
specified. . 

Specified Date of Delivery.— August 31st, 1902. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—One per cent. of value of contract 
per week. 

Specified Terms of Payment.—Up to 75 per cent. of work executed 


on site by monthly payments until balance of 25 per cent. of 


executed work equals 10 per cent. of total contract sum. Thereafter 
90 per cent. of work executed till work is completed. A further 
5 per cent. to be then paid and balance of 5 per cent. 12 months 
later. 

Period of Maintenance.—12 months from date of completion. 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foreman.—Satisfactory. 

Stipulations as to Wages Paid to Normen. Standard rates to be 
paid. 

Amount of Sureties.—To be stated in tender. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Satisfactory. 

Date for Recept of Tenders.—January 24th, 1902. 


Mr. A. Hugh Seabrook, A. M. I. E. E., the engineer and manager to 
the Barking municipal electricity supply undertaking, is responsible 
for the preparation of this specification. In our issue of June 
14th last, when examining a previous specification issued by 
Mr. Seabrook, we commended him for the manner in which the 
technical requirements were stated, tenderers being given a free 
hand in regard to the méthods they propose to meet his wants. 

In the present case the same course has been adopted, and we 
are sure that the Council will benefit by the sensible methods thus 
pursued by their technical adviser. 

A good deal of discussion has recently taken place in our 
columns on the advisability of combining in one section the engine 
and dynamo which together form the steam dynamo. In the case of 
large sets, we are strongly in favour of giving separate contracts 
to engine and dynamo manufacturers, but for high speed sets of 
the size now required, viz, 250 Kw., it may be that not so 
much advantage is gained by separatinz the engine aud dynamo, and 
thus dividing the responsibility. Tue date of completion, viz, 
August 31st next, is fair and reasonable, and the geueral conditions 
are largely based upon those agreed upon between the Electrical 
Plant Manufacturers’ Association and the Municipal Electrical 
Association. 
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LIGHT RAILWAYS. 
List of Applications m made to the Light Railway Commissioners in November, 1901, for or Orders * Light Railways. 
Title. County Promoters. Engineer. Mileage Motive Gauge. | Agents 
|| | 
ENGLAND.— ‘Ft. in. 
1. Accrington and Burnley Lancaster. Auxiliary and Light Rail- | С. Chadwell 4} Electric , 40 | Tahourdins and 
ways & Tramways Co., Ld. Hitchcock. 
2. Ashby, Swadlincote and Leicestershire, ; T. Hall, W. Н. Buckley, R. | С. Н. Gadsby 11 Electric 3 6 | Baker, Lees and 
Barton , Derbyshire, апа) Lawton, and W. J. i Co. 
Staffordshire. Kershaw | 
3. Barnsley and Doncaster Yorkshire. Sir Henry Wood, T. Mitchell | Preece & Cardew and | 161 | Electric: 4 84 | Rees & Frere. 
| and W. Н. Chambers J. N. Shoolbred ... | 
4. Canterbury and Herne Bay Kent.. O. W. Bowen and W. J. кн, Green and | 11 | Electric 3 6 J. D. Tetley & Co. 
Kershaw o. i 
5. Cheltenham and District | Gloucestershire. | Cheltenham and District , E. Dodd 62 | Electric; 3 6 | Winterbothams 
(extensions) Light Railway Company and Gurney 
6. Clacton-on-Sea and St. Osyth Essex. T. Lilley, S. J. Stiff, а. | J. Russell 4j | Electric 4 84 | Burchell, Wilde 
Riley and others and Co. 
7. Cuunty of Hertford (Barnet) Hertfordshiru. Ж County V. B. D. Cooper 2 Electric 4 84 | R. A. Read, jun. 
No. 2 Counci 
8. Mid of Hertford (Bushey) Hertfordshire. 5 County V. B. D. Cooper ‚24 | Electric, 4 84 R. A. Read, jun. 
No. 3 ounci | 
9. County of Middlesex (En- Middlesex. Middlesex County Council | Н. T. Wakelam 12 Electric 4 84 | Sherwood & Co. 
field extension) | | | | 
10. Crystal Palace London and | Crystal Palace Light Rail- | V. B. D. Cooper 24 Electric 4 85 | Bennett and 
Surrey. ways & Tramways Co., Ltd. | Chance. 
11. Derby and Nottingham Derbyshire and | Sir James Mackenzie, Bt., | C. Н. Gadsby ; T ' Electri 4 8h } Ashwell and 
Nottinghamshire.. J. Fell, and W. J. Kershaw 512 пс 3 6 Tutin. 
12. Derby, Nottingham and Dis- Derbyshire and Sir Bache Cunard . B. Peyton Legare ...| 244 Electric 4 84 J. Kennedy. 
trict Nottinghamshire. : | 
13. Doncaster Corporation (de- Yorkshire. Doncaster Corporation W. H. К. Crabtree ... іс! 4 84 | Sherwood & Co. 
| viation and extension) | | | 
14. Dover River and Alkham Kent. Sir Wm. Crundall, R.Tritton,| W. Т. Pressland and 24 Electric; 3 6 | Mowll & Mowll. 
Valley G. Clark, and A. Clark Mark Parker | -- 
15. Dover, St. Margaret, and Kent. Sir W. Pearson, Sir J. Jack- | W. T. Pressland and 5 ‘Electric 36 | Mowll & Mowll. 
Martin Mill son, and Sir Wm. Crundall| Mark Parker | | 
16. Dudley and Rowley Regis... | Worcestershire | Dudley Corporation and R. P. Wilson 10} Electric 3 6 | Sharpe & Со. 
and Staffordshire; Rowley Regis U.D.C. 
17. Erewash Valley . | Derbyshire and , Sir Bache Cunard ... B. Peyton Legare ...| 18 Electric | 4 84 | J. Kennedy. 
` Nottinghamshire. 
18. Grimsby and Saltficctby | Lincolnshire. Grimsby and Saltfleetby — Extension of time W. H. Smith and 
(amendment) Light Railway Company and power to issue Son. 
preference shares. 
19. Halesowen ... ... . Worcestershire. | Halesowen Rural District | W. Whitworth 12 d 3 6 | Baker, Lees & Co. 
Council | 
20. Hounslow, Slough & Dachet | Middlesex and | Metropolitan District Elec- | Sir Alex. К. Binnie 12 Electric 4 84 G. D. Perks. 
iBuckinghamshire.| tric Traction, Co., Ld. 
21. London and S.-Western Rail- Southampton. | London and South-Western | W. В. Galbraith and | 42 | Steam | 4 84 | 8. Bircham. 
way (Bentley and Bordon) Railway Company J. W. J. Hood 
22. London United Tramways; London and London United Tramways, | J. Clifton Robinson 123 Electric 4 84 | Sherwood & Co. 
(Light Ry. Extensions) No. 2 Middlesex. Limited | | 
23. Luton, Dunstable and Dis- Bedfordshire. | J. Fell, W. J. Kershaw, and | Pritchard, Green & 10 Electric 4 84 | Wm. Webb & Co. 
trict С. Osborne Co. | 
24. Mansfield & District (exten- | Derbyshire and | Mansfield and District Light | A. Dickinson & Co... 217 Electric 36 | Ashwell & Tutin. 
sions to Belper & Ilkeston) | Nottinghamshire. Railway Company | 
25. North Lindsey (amendment) Lincolnshire. North Lindsey Light Rail- | L. B. Wells... i Steam | 4 84 | W. Dodgson. 
| ‚| way Compan 
26. North Shields, Tynemouth | Northumberland. Tynamouth anid District | S. Sellon EE ‚ Electric 36 8. Morse. 
and District (extensions) Electric Traction Co., Ld. 
27. Nottingham Suburban . iNottinghamshire. | Sir James Mackenzie, Bt., J. | С. Н. Gadsby ..| 11 Electric 4 84 | Ashwell & Tutin. 
Fell, and W. J. Kershaw | 
28. Poole & District (extensions) | Dorsetshire. | Poole and District Electric | 8. Sellon 1? Electric 3 6 | S. Morse. 
| Traction Co., Limited | | 
29. Preston and Horwich Lancaster. Sir J. Mackenzie, Bt., G. C. Chad well 233 Electric 4 85 | Tahourdins and 
Hunter, J. Harlick, and Hitchcock. 
C. Osborne 
30. Preston and Lytham Lancaster. Sir J. Mackenzie, Bt., а. | C. Chadwell 94 Electric 4 84 | Tahourdins and 
Hunter, J. Harlick, and Hitchcock. | 
С. Osborne 
31. Ramsbottom, Edenfield, and Lancaster. С. L. Bovet, J. Thornton, | J. Н. Rhodes bj | Electric! 4 84 E. W. I. Peterson 
Rawtenstall and A. Want 
32. Selby and Goole  ... Yorkshire. R. Creyke, а. Stubley, W. B. Myers Beswick | 134 | Steam | 4 84 | Baxter & Co. 
| A. F. Hood, and others & R. Elliott Cooper 
33. Southend (and District), Brad- Essex. Railway and General Con- |M. Noel Ridley ‚| 34% | Electric; 4 84 Spencer, Crid- 
well-on-Sea, & Colchester struction and  Mainten- land & Co 
ance Company, Limited 
34. South Norfolk Norfolk. Sir R. Beauchamp, Bt., N. H. — Extension of още Copeman & Сайре 
Bacon, and others | 
35. Torquay and Paignton Devonshire. | Provincial Electric Supply | Pressland & Fippard | 10 | Electric 3 6 Е. W. I. Peterson 
and Traction Company pack" 
36. Tottenham & Walthamstow Middlesex & Essex Metropolitan Tramways and | S. Sellon  ... e] 7 Electric! 4 4 85 | H. C. Godfray. 
Omnibus Co., Ltd. | 
37. Wakefield and District Yorkshire. Wakefield and District | Pritchard, Green and 25 Electric: 4 84 | Wm. Webb & Co. 
(Dewsbury and Castleford Light Railway Company |» Co. | 
extensions) ` | Tr 
3e. Walthamstow and District Essex and Walthamstow Urban Dis- G. W. Holmes ..| 10} | Electric | 4 8} Wor Webb Со. 
(Urban District Council) Middlesex. trict Council 
39. Warrington Corporation Chester. Warrington Corporation ... | Precce & Cardew ... 1? Electric 4 8% | Baker, Lees & Co. 
40. Watford and District en Hertfordshire. | Watford and District Tram- | Pritchard, Green and 65 | £lectric| 4 84 | Warwick Webb & 
ways Company! -*- ~ Co. Wm. Webb & Co. 
41. West Manchester (extension Lancashire. West Manchester Light | W. B. Myers Beswick 14 Steam ог 4 84 | Torr & Co. 
and amendment) Railways Company Electric 
42. Windsor and Maidenhead ... Berkshire. Metropolitan District Elec- Sir Alex. R. Binnie... | 12} Electric 4 84 G. D. Perks. 
tric Traction Company, | | 
WALES— Limited ! | 
43. Glamorgan County Council | Glamorganshire. | Glamorgan County Council E. S. Sinnott 52 Electric! 4 84 | Baker, Lees & Co. 
(Morriston to Pontardawe) 
44. Llandudno and Colwyn Bay | Denbighshire. | Llandudno,Colwyn Bay, and Hewitt & Rhodes ... | — | Electric) 8 6 | Warwick Webb. 


(deviation and amendment) 


Rhyl Electrie Traction 


Company, Limited 


Light Railway Commission, December 1st, 1901. 


| 


1 і 


— 


Aras D. ERSKINB, Secretary. 


, 
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ELECTRICAL PROGRESS AND LEGISLA- 
TION: THE NEED OF REVISION. 


Bv В. PERCY SELLON, M. I. E. E., Chairman of the Electrical 
Trade Section of the London Chamber of Commerce. 


(Concluded from Vol. 49, page 1074.) 


IV, 


WHATEVER may be the balance of public gain or loss in the out: 
working of this policy in general, so far as ite application to the 
electrical industry is concerned it has proved a failure. There is 
exception to every rule; and even if the doctrine of common 
ownership by a community of the agents responding to its needs be 
justifiable as a working hypothesis in most cases, it was inevitable 
that it should break down in that of electrical science. Sewerage, 
water supply, public parks, markets, golf-linke, burial grounds, even 
the bread and the milk supply which some local authorities crave 
the right to embark upon, ate in the nature of undertakings which 
demand no exceptional expert knowledge for their conduct, and are 
subject to no such vicissitudes of change and development as con- 
fronted the electrical industry in the seventies and eighties, and for 
that matter still confront it. Encouragement to prove its capabili- 
ties, liberty to improve its methods and systems and to test its 
merits against existing modes of communication, lighting, heating, 
supply of power, and locomotion, this was the treatment which 
public interest demanded for electrical science, and which other 
countries afforded ; with results now generally known. 

A brief glance at the history and special features of electrical 
legislation reveals the following :— 


ELECTRIC LiGHTING Аст, 1882 AND 1888. 


The Electric Lighting Act, 1882, purported to be a measure for 
“ facilitating,” but until amended by the Act of 1888 proved practi- 
cally fatal to the introduction of electricity supply. Its leading 
provisions are :— 

“(a) That the right to introduce electricity supply into an area 
shall be subject to the consent of the local authority. 

" (b) That if introduced, the undertaking shall be purchaseable 
by the local authority at the expiration of 21 years at the then 
markct value of existing buildings, plant and mains, without any 
consideration in respect of good-will and loss of prospective 
profits.” 

What followed ів so generally knovn that I need not dwell upon 
it at length. Although some 54 provisional orders were promptly 
applied for and granted by the Board of Trade, capital could not be 
raised on the terms of the Act to give effect to them, and only one 
of them passed from the stage of concession to actual works. 
Hence for the next six years practically nothing was done at home, 
while in the United States some 120 electric lighting stations, pay- 
ing dividends of 6 to 14 per cent., and numerous undertakings in 
Germany, Switzerland, and Italy, were established. 

Then followed the agitation for the Amendment Act of 1888, 
which increased the tenure to 42 years. But the seeds of mistrust 
sown in the investor's mind by the earlier Act proved difficult to 
eradicate, and, in point of fact, they have never since wholly died 
out. Gradually an industry of electricity supply was fostered by 
the efforts of pioneers, but the status aud terms of expropriation 
granted by the Acts to local authorities still interpose an obstacle to 
the free expansion of electricity supply by private enterprise. Of 
a total of some 438 provisional orders granted to the end of 1900, 
366 are in the hands of local authorities and 127 of private enter- 
prise ; of the latter, about 90 per cent. have been proceeded with, 
but of the former nearly two-thirds are still in abeyance. 

In many other districts electricity eupply is unobtainable, because 
the local authorities own the gas undertakings and refuse consent ; 
or, because they demand, as the price of consent, special terms, 
such as redyfed tenure, free ic lighting, or the like, thus de- 
ich have laid down what, in the 


AMWAYS ACT, 1870, AND Licht RarLwaAYSAcT, 1896. 


Ipis pertinent to ask why, in the United States, there Steet pre- 
sæt some 15,000 miles of electric tramways, and iu Great Britai 


tion would appear to point to the latter rather tban to the former 
country as the natural locus for electric traction enterprise. No 
one acquainted with the facts will deny that this anomaly is trace- 
able to the Tramways Act, 1870, by which statute electric traction 
found iteelf governed and controlled for nearly two decades. The 
Act clearly contemplated horse tramways exclusively, and tbe 
boundaries of a single local authority as the scope of the under- 
taking. Under its provisions a certain mileage of horse tramways 
was organised ; but, as a directive force on electric traction, it bas 
proved & failure. Less than 50 miles of electric traction were. 
carried out in Great Britain until the passing of the Light Rail- 
ways Act, 1896, although during tbis iuterval some 10,000 miles 
had been introduced in the United States. 

Thus in the sphere of electricity supply and electric traction 
alike, many years were lost before a start was made. During these 
years our foreign rivals, unhampered, as I shall show later, by 
restrictive levislation, laid the foundation of the superstructure of 


* An address delivered-before the London Chamber of Commerce, 
Wednesday, December 18th, 1901. Ж 
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t 500, although considerations of density and distribution of popu- ^w, _ 


discovery and organisation of manufacture which has enabled them 
not only to supply their own territories, but overflow into ours. 

The reason for this is not far to seek. So far as existing horse 
tramways were concerned, the period when they might be expro- 
priated by the local authority was at the date of the advent of 
electric t action in most cases approaching; aud undertakers had 
no inducement to reconstruct the roads aud eqnip them for electric 
traction, with the knowledge that in a few years’ time they would 
revert to the local autho.ity. Again, there was for some time 
strenuous and unreasoning opposition, even in rural districts, to the 
use of the overhead trolley system, in spite of the fact that this 
system was in extensive operation in other countries without public 
disadvantage. As regards new lines, there was, on the one hand, 
the constantly exerted veto of the local authorities, and on the other 
the mistrust of electrical enterprise engendered by the Electrie 
Lighting Acta, and the consequent inability to secure capital To 
crown all came the House of Lords’ decision confirming the arbitra- 
tion awards by Sir F. Bramwell, whereby Sec. 43 of the Act was 
held to mean that local authorities may, at the end of 21 years, 
compulsorily purchase a private tramway undertaking at the bare 
value of its works and piants at the date of purchase. 

The most objectionable features of the Tramways Act are :— 

(a) Absence of compulsory powers for the taking of land. 

(b) The frontager's right of veto uuder certain conditions. 

(с) The veto of the localand road authorities. 

(4) The limitation of tenure to 21 years, and the terms of expro- 
priation by the local authorities above referred to. 

It was believed at the time of the passing of this Act that the 
objectionable innovation of the purchase clause would not deter 
investors, inasmuch asthe Act did not limit profits. This in a sense 
proved true, but also greatly to the public disadvantage, since pro- 
moters either secured themaelves by earning quick profits by flota- 
tion of tramway enterprises at inflated capital values, or confined: 
the lines to a few main streets in big cities and charged heavy fares. 
These courses were not consistent with the public interest, and 
promotions under the Tramways Act soon incurred & degree of 
odium which passed as an unpopular heritage to electric tramway 
enterprise. lt was clearly the intention of Parliament at the time 
of the framing of the Act that the consent of the lccal authority 
should take the simple form of saying yea” or “nay” to tram- 
ways in its locality ; but the powerful lever of the veto has been 
increasingly used to extort from promoters, as the price of consent, 
terms which the Act never contemplated, e.g., annual rent for the 
right of user of the streets, and other exactions. Finally, the 
difficulties connected with the consents and purchase clauses became 
so complicated in the case of tramways traversing the areas of 
several local authorities, that something approaching a deadlock 
ensued until the passing of the Light Railways Act, 1896, partially 
relieved the situation. 

The Light Railways Act, 1896, introduced for a term of five 
years (since renewed until the end of 1902), modified some of the 
most objectionable features of the Tramways Acts, by securing 
improved tenure, facilitating tramway networks over areas con- 
trolled by two or more local authorities, providing machinery for 
local inquiry and grant of powers with the approval of the Board of 
Trade, and by dispensing with the consent of the local authorities 
concerned where à clear case in favour of the suggested tramways 
can be established. 

Under this Act substantial progress has been made in introducing 
electric traction projects, both in the nature of tramways of an 
inter-urban and cross-country character. The experimental pro- 
cedure laid down has worked well, the system of local inquiry by 
the Light Railway Commissioners having resulted in expeditious 
and not unreasonably costly procedure, while affording all parties 
opportunities of presenting their views. 

But this Act expires as above mentioned at the end of 1902, and 
there is reason to believe that strenuous efforts will be made in. 
certain quarters to prevent its renewal, or at any rate to restrict its 
application to light railways as distinct from tramways. The deep- 
rooted mistrust of electrical enterprise by investors already referred 
to, due-to the disastrous provisions of earlier legislation, is still 
operating prejudicially against апу such progress in electric traction 
at home аз is taking place abroad; and as any reversion by Parlia- 
ment to less favourable conditions than the Act now provides will 
give a check to returning confidence from which the public will be 
the greatest sufferers, it may be hoped that a measure will be forth- 
coming at 4n early date, extendiug the provisions of the Light 
Railways Act, making the Board of Commissioners a permanent 
body, repealing the ubjectionable Tramways Act, and bringing pro- 
‘eedure as to tramways proper under its provisions. 

The consequences of the Electric Lighting and Tramways Acts 
upon the manufacturing industry in Great Britain may be judged 
from the fact that the capital engaged in electrical plant production 
in Great Britain is less toan one-fifth of that in Germany, and one- 
tenth of that in the United States: while the system of heterogeneous 
specifications under which local authorities have purchased their 
requirements has made standardisation and specialisation practically 
impossible. Out of a total of some 298,000 н.р. of steam engines, 
and 200,000 Kw. capacity of dynamo generators now in use for elec- 
tric lighting and traction purposes in Great Britain, some 73,000 H.P. 
of the former and 71,000 Kw. of the latter have been of American or 
German manufacture, while in the year 1899 the imports of electrical 
machinery doubled the exporta. 

In his presidential address before the International Engineering 
Congress at Glagow this summer, Mr. James Mansergh is reported 
in the Times of September 4th as follows :— 

* He feared that only too good a case could be made out for the 
allegation that a mistaken statutory system had discouraged in this 
country—for the time being, at least—the naturalisation and 
development of electrical engineering on the largest scale. Instead 
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of the electrical and mechanical development of lighting and power 
plant being undertaken in this country upon a scale proportional to 
its early promise, the work bad to be done by samples, every smal] 
specimen differing from the others. Meanwhile our friends in 
America and on the Continent were forging fast ahead. So we lost 
our chance, and probably should have to take other people’s elec- 
trical plant for some time, instead of striking out our own leading 
line as our less governed forefathers did in railway work and ship- 
building, years ago | 


V. 


So far the history of electrical legislation and the position created 
by it. That which it is now important to realise is that we are on 
the eve of developments which constitute a new situation. 

Discoveries and technical advance in recent years have rendered 
commercially possible the economical distribution of electrical 
energy over very large districts, amounting to many hundred square 
miles.. Electrical power distribution schemes, comparable in 
magnitude and importance with those at Niagara, Rheinfelden, 
Geneva, and Silesia, have been authorised by Parliament for many 
of our centres of industry, such as Lancashire, Durham, South 
Wales, the Midlands, and North London, and a commencement of 
works bas in some cases already been made. It is also becoming 
generally recognised that electric traction is the master key to the 
solution of the problem of congestion of population and the housing 
of the working classes, by the facilities it promises to afford for 
cheap апа rapid transit from industrial and commercial foci to the 
country districts around them. The scientific interest attaching to 
tbese developments is as nothing to their profouud social aud 
industrial significance. They mean that electrical energy need no 
longer be рет erated in the midst or on the fringe of crowded cities, 
but at the pit's mouth, where fuel, land, and labour are cheapest, 
and emoke and dirt nuisance reduced to a minimum; and that its 
quantitative production and extended uses will enable it to be sold 
at a price within tbe reach of all for lighting, heating, locomotion, 
and motive power. Changes of a far-reaching character must 
inevitably follow. The necessity of herding masses of the working 
olasses together into urban areas in order to conduct industry advan- 
tageously, at present the despair of statesmen and social reformers, 
will disappear, not only because cheap traction will enable them to 
get away during their leisure and sleeping hours, but because it 
will be more profitable to erect factories away from the cities than 
in them. 

To govern the novel conditions which will thus be created, 
amendment of existing legislation is ind ispen able. It has been 
pointed out tbat the extension of the Dight Railways Act expires 
in December, 1902, and it is impossible, after the proved failure of 
the Tramways Act to do justice to electric traction, that the latter 
will be allowed to remain on the Statute Book as the medium by 
which such enterprise must be regulated. 

In the course cf his evidence before the Municipal Trading 
Committee, the Earl of Morley, Lord Chairman of Committees, 
stated :— 

“ Tbe Tramways Act of 1870 was designed to meet an entirely 
different set of circumstances from the present. I think 
a tramways Bill is very much wanted indeed, and I am all for the 
local authorities having a mandatory standing order tbat they 
should be heard in any way they like before committees, but I 
think by giving them an absolute power to stop a Bill, they may 
stop a very useful enterprise, whether it is conducted by a company 
or by a neighbouring municipality, and also it gives them the power 

of impesing conditions which are very often extremely onerous. 
КЕ The whole question of the length of period of purchase 
is one that ought to be considered now, becaure nowadays the laying 
of electric tramways and providing generating stations and so on, 
is so enormously more costly than it originally was in the case of 
.horse tramways. I think itis a question that certainly deserves the 
consideration of Parliament.” 

As regards electricity supply, the Power Distribution Acts of 
1960, and since, afford evidence that the Legislature is beginning 
to realise that the progress of electrical science must not be wholly 
вастійсеа to the theories which prompted tbe carlier legislation. 
But these Acts still make the consent of local authorities a condi- 
tion precedent to the supply of electrical energy, and fail to stipulate 
that such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, or that it 
shall be withheld only in the event of the local authority under- 
taking to furnish its own supply at a reasonably early date and 
under reasonable conditions. 

Before the Municipal Trading Committee, Mr. Albert Gray, 
couneel to the Lord Chairman of Committees in the House of 
Lords, said, in reply to a question as to the effect of the Local 
Authority Veto on schemes under the Tramways and Light Rail- 
ways Acts :— 

“Јат bound to say at the present time it appears to me to work 
extremely badly. My view isthat it was the intention of Parlia- 
ment that the consent of the local authority should be what we may 
call a clean consent; it should exercise discretion as to whether or 
not tramways should be introduced into а town, or into the parti- 
cular streets of a town; and if it were so exercised, there would be 
no objection to it. But there has sprung up, unfortunately, a 
practise of demanding conditions by local authorities when their 
consent is asked for, and these conditions amount now in some 
cases to the demand that the local authority shall share the profits 
of the undertaking during the period which Parliament has given 
as the term of the company’s tenure. . . . . I think it extremely 
bad form for members of these Councils, and especially for their 
officere, to have to carry on business of this kind—tbat is to say, 
baggling over tbe conditions on which the consent is to be given. 
I do believe that it probably must lead to corruption in some form 
or otber " 


The development of electric supply and traction within the next 
10 years or so may be expected, if afforded a fair fleld, to 
engage an amount of capital whicb, at à modest computation, may 
be estimated at £250,000,000 sterling. It is therefore pressing 
that the Legislature should at this juncture determine whether this 
development and this expenditure shall be entrusted to municipal 
or private enterprise. 

If to municipal enterprise, then this capital responsibility, taken 
in conjunction with expenditure on the numerous other enterprises 
already referred to on which local authorities are entering, must 


pile up the total of local indebtedness to a figure largely exoeeding 


the National Debt. It must also have the effect of diverting their 
attention from those social and sanitary problems which should be 
the first object of their eolicitude ; while the gigantic bureaucratio 
system which would thus be created may well give pause to the 
most enthusiastic advocate of collectivist dogma. History has a 
knack of repeating itself, and we do not need to turn back many 
pages of our history to reach the chapter when trade guilds, the pre- 
decessors of our local authorities, во monopolised and restricted all 
trades and industries within their borders that drastic statutes were 
found necessary to restore trade and commerce to the state of free- 
dom and prosperity from which it had been diverted by the abuses 
to which the prevailing system had led. 

A consideration to be borne in mind in connection with this 
question is that under coming developments the boundaries of indi- 
vidual local authorities will no longer embrace the undertakings from 
which electric supply and traction are obtained. The economical 
area for either of these purposes must be determined independently 
of local government boundaries, by such considerations as facilities 
for obtaining fuel and other materials; distribution of population; 
character and location of trades and centres of commerce, &c. The 
moment tbat a local authority undertakes supply of electrical 
energy or electric traction outside ite own borders, it crosses the 
Rubicon which divides the rendering the service to its own rate- 
payers by the aid of their capital from the functions of an ordinary 
trading concern. In his evidence before the Joint Select Com- 
mittee on Municipal Trading last year, the late Bir Courtenay 
Boyle, Permanent Secretary to the Board of Trade, stated as 
follows :— А 

“The effect of allowing local authorities to supply outside their 
own districts, naturally makes the local authority a trading com- 
pany outside its own district. If it loses, its ratepayers lose for the 
benefit of the district; if it gains the ratepayers gain at the 
loss of the people in the district; so that the local authority does 
become a trading company outside its own district. . . . We are 
very much concerned to know what Parliament thinks ought to be 
done as regards applications from municipalities to go outside their 
own areas, whether for electric lighting or for gas or for tramways.” 

The fact that in the Session of 1900, 22 local authorities applied 
for powers to distribute electricity, and 23 to condact tramways, 
outside their area, 36 to manufacture and supply electric fittings, 
and 19 to construct dynamos and steam engines, is evidence of the 
momentum which the municipal trading movement has acquired 
unknown to most of those whom it most deeply concerns. 

I desire again to disclaim any intention of making an attack on 
municipal activity as such, or to appear to depreciate the splendid 
results which bave attended the efforts of some great corporations 
to improve the material and moral condition of their communities. 
No one who has come into contact with municipal government in 
foreign countries can fail to appreciate the favourable contrast 
which is presented by the high standard of civic duty, the ability 
of members and officials, and the organisation and conduct of 
affairs in our great cities, compared with those prevalent in many high 
places abroad. My contention is that whatever may be the dividing 
line between legitimate and illegitimate functions of local authori- 
ties, that of fostering a novel, changeful, and undeveloped agent 
such as electricity in the service of man is nof, and ought never to 
have been, treated as within the former category; and that the 
unwisdom of continuing so to treat it, having regard to the develop- 
ments which are now imminent upon us, will attain to the dimen- 
sions of a national calamity. 


VI. 


It is worth while to glance at the history and practice of foreign 
countries in relation to electrical legislation. 

In the United States the Federal Government has not attempted 
to direct or control the development of electrical science by legisla- 
tion. Some of the States have enacted laws of an unrestrictive 
character, but in general the industry bas been unfettered both by 
socio-political doctrines or departmental regulations. 

Municipal electrical enterprise isin strong disfavour, for the grave 
abuses which attended the participation in past times by local 
authorities in public services and trading undertakings, have led to 
а reaction, and brought about legal limitation of municipal debt, 
and a tendency to contine such enterprise to water supply, as being 
consistent with those sanitary obligations which are the undisputed 
duty of local authorities. It is noteworthy also that both the tele- 
graph and telephone are in the hands of private enterprise, and 
appear to give general satisfaction, the telephone service being orga- 
nised and used on a scale unknown in this country. Technical 
regulations affecting the industry do not emanate from Federal or 
State Departments as with vs, but conform to a code laid down by 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters in consultation with clec- 
trical experta. Hum" 

In Germany, also, there is no direct State control or direction of 
electrical enterprise, the commercial aspects of electrical under- 
takings being left to the authorities of individual States or 
boroughs, while technical or constructional details are maintained 
in general conformity with advisory regulations iesued by the 
German Ir stitution of Electrical Engineers. A large and increas- 


Vol 50. No. 1,258, Jantary 3, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 37 


ng volume of electrical works bas been carried out by local 

authorities, but there is not the same tendency to block private 
enterprise in cases where the municipality is unable or unwilling to 
do the work itself. 

In Switzerland and France, on the other hand, legislation and 
departmental regulations play a large part in controlling and direct- 
ing the course of electrical enterprise. In both countries a depart- 
ment or commission, recruited partly from Government officials and 
partly from representatives of tbe electrical engineering institutes 
$nd prominent persons connected with the industry, is provided 
for, with the object of advising the Government on legislative 
questions affecting the industry, and compiling and revising from 
time to time regulations for ite guidance. 

This prompts the observation that the absence in Great Britain 
of an analogous organisation to confer with the Government, the 
Board of Trade, the Home Office, and other State Departments on 
legislation and regulations affecting tbe electrical industry is a 
defect in our machinery. Statutes and bye-laws issue from Govern- 
ment officials who, however capable and desirous as they have always 
proved themselves to be of doing jastice to the industry, are 
necessarily ont of touch with the financial, industrial, and technical 
conditions uoder which its welfarc, consistently with the public 
advantage, can be secured. 

It would appear practicable and desirable that a standing com- 
mittee should be appointed under the auspices of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, strengthened by repiesentative experta from 
Chambers of Commerce, and other interests concerned, to which 
Government and State Departments could and would turn for con- 
sultation or advice when framing or amending statutes or regula- 
tions. 

Under the present system laws once enacted remain inflexible 
until an overwhelming body of evidence can be produced pointing 
to the desirability of amendment. The preparation of such evid- 
ence depends upon vicarious effort from time to time by individual 
interests immediately aggrieved, and if tbese interests happen to 
be incapable of presenting a forcible case, matters remain unaltered 
or critical precedents created without appreciation of their bearing 
and importance to the public and the industry. At no time in the 
history of electrical progress bas careful discrimination been more 
imperative than now when the future of telephony, wireless tele- 
graphy, bulk power distribution schemes, and electric tramways and 
railways, hangs in the balance. 

I am far from advocating the indiscriminate adoption of either 
American or German methods. It has yet to be proved that 
gigantic combinations controlling an entire industry on the 
American model are in the interest either of the public or the 
industry concerned. The violent reaction which has followed a 

iod of over-production and ovet-trading in Germany, encouraged 

an elaborate system of industrial banking, may well cause us to 
be thankful that British conservatism has at any rate saved us from 
a like catastrophe. But it is not necessary to cripple an industry 
by legislation in order that it shall not over-reach itself and pre- 
judice the public weal by organisations tending towards monopoly 
or towards over-production. British methods have ensured that 
what little has been done has been done well, with freedom from 
violent industrial dislocation, but the application of legislative 
swaddling clothes has so atrophied the infant industry that it is 
threatening to render impossible the ultimate recovery which is at 
any rate possible iu the case of too rapid growth. 

Attention must be called to another feature of the situation, 
namely, its effect upon original work. During the first half of the 
last century, the era of research and discovery which led to the 
telegraph, the submarine cable, and the dynamo. British inventors 
were in the forefront, and, indeed, to them the world largely owes 
these advances. But to foreign inventors is almost wholly due the 
developments of the latter half of the century—the telephone to 
Bell, Edison and Elisha Gray in the United States; alternate 
current distribution to Gaulard, Zipernowsky and Blathy ; electric 
traction to Field, Edison, Daft, Bentley and Knight, Sprague and 
others in the United States; the telautograph to Elisha Gray and 
Foster Ritchie; polyphase distribution, making transmission of 
energy over large areas possible, to Ferraris, Tesla, Dolivo-Dobrow- 
olsky, and Brown ; high-speed telegraphy to Pollak and Virag ; and 
wireless telegraphy to Marconi. 

Is it an accident that electrical discovery in England waned 
coincidently with the legislation which retarded the electrical 
industry in Great Britain? I venture to think that there isa 
direct relation between the two, and that the falling off of invention 
in the electrical field is neither due to accident nor decay of the 
originative faculty among Englishmen, since in other industries the 
records of the Patent Office show that it has been fully maintained ; 
but that it is traceable to the depressing effect produced by depart- 
mental and official environment arising out of the policy of the 
Legislature, depriving invention of hope of кешн and stimulus 
of rew 
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In no other prominent industrial country, then, has the electrical 
industry been subjected to a decisive bent through premature legis- 
lation—an experiment which has turned out unfortunate in Great 
Britain, not only in retarding progress, but in creating a deep- 
rooted mistrust of electrical enterprise which has dammed the flow 
of British capital even into those channels with which the Legisla- 
ture has not interfered. 

How far the error of past policy may be retrieved by more liberal 
treatment, by allowing greater freedom for natural development, by 
increased inducements to discovery, manufacture, and capital to 
combine for ends which all admit to be of preat social advantage, is 
open to question. A bad start has been made, rivals are ahead in 
the race. But there is ground for high hope that the industrial 


talent of our countrymen, though threatened for a season by the 
precocious rush of foreign expansion in a sphere which it had come 
to regard as its own, will, with the unparalleled resources of the 
British Empire behind it, enable us to maintain that position as aa 
industrial country on which our future depends. This hope is 
justifled by the consideratíon that the essential and material causes 
of our past ascendency still remain ; the personal and preventible 
factors alone need readjustment to the changed conditions. 

The position has been summed up by Mr. William Langdon in 
his recent presidential address before the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, in terms which cannot be improved upon :— 

“The question we have to approach із one of enormous magni- 
tude. It is not merely one of business or one of interest from au 
electrical point of view, but one which, inasmuch as it affects the 
moral and physical welfare of a great portion of the community, 
must sooner or later affect our national welfare. 

“ Electricity is but treading on the fringe of that vast domain it 
is destined to scrve. А It із only now in the establishment 
of the power schemes, destined to serve large areas, that we are 
approaching those economical conditions which will confer upon the 
Commonwealth its full advantages. . We see that in the 
establishment for furnishing to those that need it the power which 
is to aid in this economical commercial propaganda, other lands are 
in advance of us—tbat we are only now awakening to the means by 
which it is given us to compete in the race. If the 
establishment of these power schemes is to be of that service to our 
industries which may fairly be anticipated, it is of the greatest 
importance that they should receive at our and other hands all the 
aid in our power.’ 

In conclusion, the considerations advanced in this paper may be 
summarised as follows -.— 

(а) The practical development of the electrical industry in Great 
Britain is in arrear of other leading industrial countries. 

(5) This is mainly traceable to the policy adopted by the Legis- 
lature of favouring State and municipal enterprise to the exclusion 
of private enterprise. 

(c) This policy bas hitherto had the effect of discouraging capital, 
checking invention, and dwarfing manufacture. 

(4) A new era of cheap electricity supply for industrial purposes, 
and increased facilities for suburban and interurban communication 
by means of electric traction, is upon us; offering a promising 
solution of the problems of congestion in towns and the housing of 
the working classes. 

(e) Existing legislation is restrictive of this development so far 
as it is applicable, and inapplicable where it is not restrictive. 

(f) Amended legislation is therefore desirable, and this should 
clearly define what is to be the future relation of municipal enter- 
prise towards the electrical industry. 

(g) It is desirable that a Standing Committee or other body 
representative of the electrical industry should be created, with 
whom Government and State Departments should confer when 
framing or amending legislation or regulations affecting the 
industry. 


THE BATTEN PATENT RECTIFIER. 


Tue idea of commutating alternating current by means of a 
synchronous vibrating armature is probably nearly as old as the 
alternating current system itself, and the mechanical synchronisa- 
tion isa remarkably easy problem to solve. Any polarised relay 
that ів at all well made will respond to alternations of current of a 
much higher frequency than the highest commercial rate at present 
in use. A more widely known instance of the same principle is the 
magneto bell of telephone fame, which, with a little careful adjust- 
ment, can be made to ring continuously otf an alternating current 
Bystem. 

Prof. Vilard, of Paris, has done much work along these lines by 
setting a tuning-fork in motion, such tuning-fork having a vibration 
rate approximately equal to the alternations, the elasticity of the 
fork amplifying the vibrations by isochronism of its period until 
considerable amplitude is obtained. 

Up to the present, however, the excursions of the vibrating 


‘tongue, or reed, bave, by the necessity of the effect following the 


cause, lagged in phase behind the alternations of E.M.F. that 
cause the current which drives them, with the result that the reed 
does not commence its movement in any period until the E.M.F. 
has risen to a considerable portion of its ultimate value, and a 
spark takes place at the point where the circuit is broken, which 
spark is inimical to the successful commutating of alternating 
curren teby these means. In the “Batten” rectifier, the instrument 
under review, the effect is made to precede the cause, so to speak, 
in two ways. 

The current driving the armature is taken direct from the mains, 
through a lamp which reduces the current to an amount not more 
than sufficient for the purpose. The primary of a small transformer 
is also connected to the above-mentioned mains, the secondary of 
the transformer providing the current to be rectified. 

It thus happens that the lag in phase of the secondary current 
behind the primary current compensates for the lag in movement, due 
to the mechanical inertia of the armature, and the small self-induction 
of the driving electro-magnet. In practice the lag in the transformer 
is not quite sufficient for the purpose, but to "tune up," а con- 
denser is put across the terminals of the lamp in the driving circuit, 
and the result is, that no spark whatever occurs, even with a load of 
6 amperes, as the contact is made and broken at equal periods on 


a AA AAA ERR REIR 


88 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. No. 1,258, JANUARy $ 1902. 


either side of the zero potential line, so that the E.M.F. has had 
insufficient time to rise to any appreciable value. 

The instrument was designed primarily to charge accumulators 
from alternating current sources, as electrolytic means had been 
tried and found wanting, and the only other way was the expensive 
installation of some form of rotary converter, needing skilled 
attention as well as great first cost. 

Compared with charging accumulators from a direct current circuit 
through charging lamps, ‘he “ Batten ” rectifier cffects considerable 


Тнв BATTEN RECTIFIER. 


economy in energy, ав the transformer brings down the secondary 
or charging voltage to an amc unt not more than sufficient for the 
needs of the accumulator being charged, and a switch, giving a 
range of voltages, can be easily fitted where necessary. 

Consider a 10-volt accumulator battery. On a direct current 
circuit of, say, 100 volts, 90 per cent. of the energy is thrown away 
in heating the charging lamps, but with the Batten! rectifier the 
voltage is transformed down to, say, 15 volts, and making a liberal 


DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


allowance for transformation and other losses of 5 per cent. on the 
100 volts, the difference would be a loss of 5 in 20 as against 90 
in 100. 

The machine will also drive small motors, and perform a variety 
of electro-therapeutical диез. | 

The diagram of its connections is self-explanatory, 1 and 2 being 
the alternating mains, while the apparatus itself, as manufactured 
by the General Electric Company, of Queen Victoria Street, is shown 
in the preceding figure ready for work. 


THE DYNAMO AS AN ADJUNCT TO THE 
BLAST FURNACE. 


By HORACE ALLEN, С.Е. ` 


BLAST furnaces for the manufacture of. iron are being 
increased in dimensions and output to such an extent that 


any accidental interruption to either the supply of air blast: 


or the regular working conditions involves a considerable 
loss, either through reduced production or inferior quality 
of product. | 

At Youngstown (Ohio) the National Steel Company have 
a furnace 1064 ft. high, with a bosh 23 ft. in diameter, and 
hearth 15 ft. diameter, which is designed to produce 600 
tons in 24 hours. With such a furnace it will be readily 
comprehended that any accident causing the quality of the 
iron to be inferior to that required, or the output restricted, 
must mean very heavy loss, and any means that can be 
applied to considerably shorten the time required to remedy 
the defect must be of extreme importance to the ironmaster. 
The electric current can now be applied in a number of 
instances, and a few applications may be described with 
advantage. 

The continuous perfect working of the blast furnace is 
dependent upon the supply of air blast from the blowing 
engine, and among other cases of the economical application 
of the electric arc may be mentioned the repair of a fractured 
connecting rod ; in the case in point the forging of a new 
connecting rod, with machining and fitting, would in the 
ordinary way have occupied some days, while by means of 
the electric arc the end was welded on again, the operation 
occupying hours in place of days. 

In all blast furnace installations there should be an electric 
plant, the output of which would, of course, be controlled by 
the possibilities of application. 

It may be taken for granted that one of the applications 
would be the supplying of current for arc lamps for the 
general lighting of the founding shed and the exposed places 
in connection with the works, and incandescent lamps for 
the offices, &c. Р 

The dynamo would probably in this case be designed to 
give a voltage of, say, 220, and if it is capable of supplying 
from 160 to 1,000 amperes, it can be employed for effecting 
many cases of repair and remedying accidental irregularities 
of the furnace. 

For the purposes of fusion, &c., by the electric arc, a 
compound-wound continuous current dynamo is the most 
suitable for application where a single carbon is employed, 


the carbon being attached to one lead by a flexible cable, and 


the other lead being connected to the metal to be melted. 

It may be mentioned here that with this system 
(Benardos) of repairing by the electric current, where 
the fracture has caused no distortion of the surfaces, these 
can be brought together, lined up carefully, and a good and 
perfect joint made, only requiring a slight surface dressing 
before being put back to its working position; this is а most 
important consideration in numerous cases. 

The usual voltage required for fusion or welding is from 
50 to 80, во that rotary transformers or resistances must be 
employed. It is essential that the voltage should be regu- 
lated between 50 and 80 even after it has been brought down 
to 80, so that the operator can vary it to suit his require- 
ments ; for this purpose a special resistance frame must be 
employed, preferably situated within easy reach of the 
workman. 

Withthe exception of the resistance frame, the arrangements 
are not costly. A flexible cable must be provided, and the 
carbon rod is connected to the end of this, with a wooden 
handle to enable the worker to direct the arc to the desired 
point. 

The eyes must be protected from the brilliant light, and 
this can be done by placing two pieces of ruby glass with 
one piece of blue between, in a frame having a suitable 
handle, while a light tin shield protects the workman's face 
from the effects of the arc (in some cases this is arranged in 
the form of a helmet). The proportions of the carbon rod: 
are governed by the work to be done. 


In a paper lately read before the American Institute of 
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Mining Engineers*, Mexican meeting, Mr. F. L. Grammer 
describes the application of the above system to burning 
open the tuyeres and iron-notch of a blast furnace on 
occasions when, owing to some accidental occurrence, the 
iron has become chilled, in place of their having to be 
opened by the long and laborious method of hammer and 
drill, or the application of the kerosene blowpipe. Mr. 
Grammer gives an instance of burning a hole through 18 
in. of cold iron in five minutes. 

When a blast furnace is “ blown out" there is usually 


found a large mass of metal, called in some localities a . 


“ bear” and in others a horse," which must be removed 
before the furnace can be relined. 

The usual method at one time was to rig up tuyeres, 
supplied with blast from the blowing engine, and to arrange 
coke fires at different places, thus melting grooves dividing 
the main lump into smaller divisions, which had to be 
broken off by means of wedges. To hasten and cheapen 
the operation dynamite has been resorted to, but this method 
is accompanied by much danger to life, as well as the 
damage to the furnace casing, &c., by shaking and by 
flying lumps. If the electric current is available it is a 
simple matter to cut up the lump by the above-described 
method. . 

Mr. H. Fosterf gives an instance of the repairing of an 
eccentric rod of a large reversing engine by electric welding, 
the engine being at work the morning after the breakdown ; 
also of the slot link of a reversing engine, in which case the 
engine was working again within one hour. Не also gives 
several instances of repairs to boilers, one lead from the 
dynamos being connected to the boiler shell and the other 
to the carbon as described. 

Cutting holes in iron or steel castings, plates, &c., in situ 
can readily be performed. 

The instances given will readily bring to mind others in 
which repairs could have been carried out by means of the 
electric arc with rapidity and slight cost, which otherwise 
could only be effected by the expenditure of a considerable 
amount of time, involving serious loss. 


REVIEWS. 


Munro and Jamieson’s Pocket- Book of Electrical Rules and 
Tables, By J. Munro and A. Jamieson, M. Inst. C. E., 
F. R. S. E., &c. 15th Edition. London: Chas. Griffin & Co., 
Limited. 1901. Price 88. 6d. 


This, the best-known of all electrical table-books, is never 


allowed to fall far behind the times, and the present issue has 
been subjected to severe revision. The contract clauses 
approved by British cable makers have been inserted, with 
the table of standard sizes, resistances and weights issued by 
them, and the time-worn tables of resistance, &c., which have 
for long appeared under Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co.'s name 
have been replaced by an excellent set by the same firm, based 
upon Меваге. Clark, Forde & Taylor’s 1899 determinations 
-of temperature coefficients of copper, which are also in- 
‘cluded. The report of the Committee on Copper Conductors 
is, of course, inserted, and further matter on the design of 
'dynamos and motors has been contributed by Prof. S. Р. 
‘Thompson, as well as a section on India-rubber by Mr. С. 
Bright. 

While the work is thus kept up to date in the subjects 
mentioned, we regret that other points have been over- 
looked. For example, Joule's equivalent is given on p. 17 
as 772°55 foot-pounds, instead of 778, and the metric value 
-a8 4:16 x 107 ergs, though the more correct value, 42 mil- 
lion, is given on p. 403. Ayrton and Mather's Universal 
‘Shunt is not clearly indicated in the index, and Price's in- 
valuable guard wire appears to be entirely omitted, a 
matter for surprise in a work devoting so much space to 
‘testing. 

* An abstract of this paper appeared in the Engineering and 
Mining Journal, of New York, November 9th, 1901. 

і“ Ор the Application of the Electric Arc to Machinery and 


Boiler Repairs, &c.” Proceedings North-east Coast Institution of 
Engineers and Shipbuilders, February 12th, 1898. 


The data regarding the increase of resistance of copper 
with temperature on p. 267 are at variance with practice and 
with Clark, Forde & Taylor’s determinations, which have 
been adopted elsewhere in the book; and the table of specific 
resistances of materials on p. 270 is of very questionable 
value, while it is not in agreement with other data in the 
book. Moreover, specific resistances should never be stated 
in the obsolete legal ” or “ B.A.” units without giving the 
equivalent values in true ohms (see p. 279). 

The “ most approved system of wiring houses and ships, 
illustrated on p. 286, may have been fairly good in 1894, 
but is precisely the same as the older tree system,” and does 
not appeal to us as the best. No mention of methods of 
vulcanising joints in position, or of the use of steel conduits 
for interior wiring, can be found. 

The tables of permeability on p. 474 are not applicable to 
modern irons, while steel is ignored ; abundant data are at 
hand for remedying this defect. Other points where excision 
or revision would be very desirable have met our eye, but it 
is impossible to refer to them all here; neither have we 
space to point out all the good points of what is really a 
remarkably complete and useful collection of rules, tables 
and data, well worthy of the reputation which it has 
acquired. 


Practical | Electrician's Pocket-book for 1902. Edited by 
H. T. Crewe, M.LM.E. London: S. Rentell & Co., 
Limited (Electricity). Price 18. 


THE fourth annual issue of this pocket-book and diary is 
a revised and enlarged edition, and, as usual, is printed on good 
paper and in a handy form. The definitions of electrical 
terms have been re-written and are perfectly reliable, while a 
very necessary section has been made more prominent, 
defining the functions of electrical measuring instruments. 
and clearly distinguishing between, for instance, a recording 
watt-meter and a watt-hour meter. Evidence of extensive 
revision is to be found in almost every page ; and this has 
been carried out, not on the plan too often followed by the 
compilers of such works—viz. by adding new matter and 
leaving in the old—but by the free use of the pruning-knife 
simultaneously with the insertion of new stuff. Further 
information on wiring, jointing, measuring apparatus, tele- 


. phony, &c., is given, and the usual diary, memoranda 


pages, and perforated estimating forms are to be found at 
the end. For those who want, not a formula-book so much 
as a book of hints and condensed information, this is just 
the thing. 


Fowlers Mechanical Engineer's Pocket- Book. 1902. 
Edited by W. Н. FowLEn, Wh. Sc., M. Inst. C. E., &c. 
Manchester: Scientific Publishing Company. Price 
ls. 6d. 


The electrical section, which was incorporated with this 
work for the last two years, has now been issued separately 
in another form, so that the present issue is practically con- 
fined to mechanical engineering proper. As such, it merits 
high praise, and it will probably be almost as useful 
to electrical engineers as it was when the electrical section 
was still part of it. One of. the most striking faults of 
electrical pocket-books, as a rule, is the poverty of their 
mechanical sections, for it is generally forgotten that elec- 
trical engineering is a branch of mechanical engineering, and 
that an electrical engineer’s pocket-book should be really a 
mechanical engineer’s pocket-book with a supplement. The 
best way to appreciate this is to recall one’s experience in 
drawing-office and works—which of the numerous pocket- 
books available was the most frayed and worn? Not an 
electrical one, we feel sure. 

Extensive additions have been made to the present issue, 
especially in the design of valves and valve gears, strength 
of materials, machine-tool working, gas and oil engines, &c. 
It contains an abundance of useful information, handy tables, 
&c., and is well worthy of notice. 


+ 
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NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1901. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P, Tompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London, W.C., and at Liverpool, Manchester, 
and Birmingham, to whom all inquiries should be addressed. 


25,022. ‘‘Improved armature for (small) electric generators or motors.'' 
B. BRANDER. December 9th, 


25,025. ''Improvements in rods for Nernst incandescent’ electric lamps." 
L. В. PowELL and NEnNsT ELECTRIC Licht, Limitep, December 9th. 


25,076. ‘Improvements in insulators for high potential currents.” R. 
GAERTNER, December 9th. (Complete.) A 


25,081. * An improved telephone receiver Бох." 
December 9th. (Complete.) 


25,087. “Improvements in electric glow lamps." 
BLUNDELL. December 9th. 


25,095. “Improvements in electrical fittings.” 
December 9th. 

25,125. “Improvements in and relating to means for electrically signalliag 
railway trains, tramcars, and the like." M. Burr. December 10th. 


25,182. Improvements in electric switches." Н. C. Gover. December 
th. | 


М. SENSENSCHMIDT. 
A. J. H. Gurney and A. 8. 


M. CHURCHILL-SHANN, 


25, 136. An arrangement whereby cork extractors and other kindred 
appliances can be operated by power applied electrically or mechanically.” 
Е. W. Вгожен and W. A. BAXTER. December lOth. 


25,138. ‘Improvements in telephone switchboard cords.” А. WHALLEY. 
December 10th. 
25,148. “Improvements in or connected with telephone transm'tting 


apparatus.“ M. SENSENSCHMIDT. December 10th. (Complete.) 


25,146. “Improvements in switching apparatus for electric lighting, tele- 
phones, and other purposes." J. D. F. AxDbREWS. December 10th. 


25,155. “Improvements in the constraction of induction coils and trans- 
formers.” Н. С. Newton and R. S. Wricut. December 10th. 


25,171. ‘Improvements relating to electric telephone systems." 
CARDWELL. December 10th. (Complete.) 


25,175. ‘Improvements in electric signalling.” J. B. STRUBLE. December 
10th. (Complete.) 


25,182. “Improvements in electric furnaces and in the production of 
chemicals in such furnaces.” G. BREWER. (E. В. Taylor, United States.) 
December 10th. (Complete.) 


25,208. ‘* Improvements relating to electric welding apparatus." Н, Boss- 
HARD. December 10th. (Complete.) 


25,215. Improvements in telephone receivers." F. J. Orr. December 10th. 
(Complete.) 

25,218. “Improvements in resistance coils." G. W. JOHNSON. (The Electrio 
Controller and Supply Company, United States.) December 10th. (Complete.) 


25,219. ‘Improvements in controlling devices for electric motors.” G. W 
JoHNson. (The Electric Controller and Supply Company, United States.) 
December 10th. 


26,221. “Improvements in compounding alternate current generators and 
motors." А. HEYLAND, December 10th. 


25,227. “Improvements in fittings for electric installations in buildings.” 
J. MEEHAN. December l0th. (Date applied for under Patents, &c., Act, 1883, 
Bection 103, May 16th, 1901, being date of application in United States.) 


25,265. “Improvements in electric arc lamps." THE British Тномвох. 
HovsToN Company, LIMITED. (W. C. Fish, United States.) December llth. 
(Complete.) 

25,266. “Improvements іп electric are lamps." Tite British THOMSON- 
HovsroN Company, Listirep. (E. Thomson, United States.) December llth. 
( Complete.) 

25,271. ‘Improvements for rendering surfaces conducting in electro- 
typing." H.J. Внегрох. December lith, 


25,282. Improvements in apparatus for the generation and electrolytic 
application of electric currents." Е. E. Eumose. (J. О. В. Elmore, India.) 
December 11th. 


25,815. “Improvements i.: incandescent electric lampholders," W.DEriu£s 
and V. I. FEENY. December llth. 


25,818. “Improvements in electricity meters." W. E. Evans. (The Allgc- 
meine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, Germany.) December 11th. (Complete.) 


25,880. ''New or improved method and means for attaching the carriers of 
electric light shades to their standards or supports," S. B. MARSHALL. Decem- 
ber 12th. 


25,384. “ An electric hand lamp to give out violet and ultra violet light.” 
L. В. Милек. December 12th. 


25,988. ''Improvements in electric fuses.” THE BRITISH THomson-Hovuston 
Company, LIMITED. (Н. Geisenhoner, United States.) December 12th. (Com- 
plete.) 


25,889. "Improvements in electric railways.” THE British THomson- 
HovsroN Company, Limiten, (F. W. Hild and S. B. Stuart, jun., United 
States.) December 12th. (Complete.) 


25,990. ‘‘Improvements in electric rheostats.“ THE BRITISH THOMSON- 
Носвтом Company, LIMITED, (F. Mackintosh, United States.) December 12th. 
(Complete.) 


25,391. "Improvements in braking systems for electric railways.” THE 
BritisH Тномѕох-Носвтох Company, LIMITED. (Е, E. Case, United Bta tes.) 
December 12th. (Complete.) 

25,805. Improvements in or relating to the manufacture of soda and other 
substances by the aid of electrolysis." Е. GEISENBERGER, (Date applied for 
under Patents, &c., Act, 1893, Bec, 103, May 25th, 1901, being date of &pplication 
in Belgium.) December lth. 

25,103. '' Improved electric energy meter.” W. P. THomrson. (L. Decombe 
France. December 12th 

25,426. “Improvements in and relating to the controlling of electric circuits." 
Б. Z. DE FERRANTI. December 12th. 


25,453. “ Speed regulation devices for overhead electric carriers." Н, M. 
HARKDIN G. December 12th. (Complete.) 


25,4394. “Improved means for suspending electric lights.” W.J. CHESTERTON, 
December 12th. 


20,103. ''An apparatus for converting direct or continuous current into 
alternating current.” G. B. BATTEN. December 18th. 


25,474. "Improvements in electric aic lamps." F.R. HILL and T. HAMILTON- 
Арлмѕ. December 13th. 


25,490. “Improvements іп and connected with electric arc lamps," Т, 
HamiLTon-ApAMs of the flrin of Wirtz & Co. December 18th. 

25,491. “Improvements in and relating to electrical stariing resistances.” 
R. Wavcoon & Co., LiMiTED, and Н. C. WALKER December 13th, 

25,196. ‘Improvements in telautographs." F. Rircure. December 18th. 
(Complete.) 

25,526. a in the construction of incandescent electric lamps.” 
Н. HoddE and E. Putsrorp. December 18th. 

25,5600. * Iinprovements in or relating to automatic controllers for elcctric 
mo:ors.” A.J.BovLr. (W.J. Richards, U.S). December lith. (Complete.) 


G. A. 


25, 588. Improvementsꝛ in hand - feed electric arc lamps.“ E. 8. SHEPHERD 
December 14th, | 


25,618. ‘Improvements їп and relating to electrical measuring instruments.” 
Я W. SCHNEIDER and A. STRAUSSs-COLLIN. December 14th. 
25, 6689. Improvements in turbines, centrifugal pumps, fluid-cooled friction 


clutches, brakes, absorption dynamometers, and the like." Н. 8. Н. Shaw. 
December 16th. 


25,647. ‘Improvements in apparatus for controlling eleotrio circuits." C. A. 
Baker. December 16th. 

25,684. ‘Improvements connected with renewal of electric incandescent 
lamps." Н. E. KEnsHAw. December 16th. 

25,710. "Improvements in or relating to motor bicycles and electric ignition 
потоне applicable thereto, and to motors generally.” O. BaiLLx. December 


26,722. "Improvements in or relating to the rapid heating of water or other 
liquids by a current of electricity.“ F. H. Bricas. December 17th. 

„724. А spiral sheave or trolley for use in electric overbead tramcar3iand 
thelike." J, Hunt. December 17th. 

25,747. "Improvements in electric fuse switch boxes." J.SacHs. December 
17th. (Complete.) 

25,753. “Improvements in systems of electrical distribution.” J. S. PECK. 
(Date applied for under Patents, &c., Act, 1843, Sec. 108, May 18th, 1901,ebeing 
date of application in United States.) December 17th. 

25,768. “Electric fan for use in theatres and other places.” 
December 17th. 

25,778. Improvements relating to perforators for electric telegraphs.” 
D. Murray. December 17th. 


25,810. “Improvements in the manufacture of incandescence bodies for 
electric glow lamps." A. Just. December 17th. (Complete.) 

22,831. ‘Improvements in anchors or stays for overhead electric)wires.'' 
E. A. BROWNIx G. December 18th. 

25.832. Improved devices applicable to the handle bars of cycles and motor 
MET aia and to hand barrow handles and the like.” J. ROBERTSON. December 
18th. 


H. AGHA, 


25,883. ‘* Improvements in the method of supporting and joining the power- 
wire for electric tramways or railways.” F.HxrwEn. December 18th. : 


25,878. ‘Improvements in and relating to conduits for electric and other 
traction cables." Н. F. Spenser and Н, BRUNLEES. December 18th. 


25,885. Improvements in or relating to switches for electrical current 
circuits," E. Е, Moy, P, H. Bastır, and E. F. Mov, LiMiTED. December 18th. 


25,886. “Improvements in trolleys used in electric traction." J. Horsman, 
December 18th. 


25,9901. “Improvements in section insulators for the overhead construction 
190 electric tramways or railways.“ W. H. LocaEY and Е. HEWER. December 
19th. 


25,908. ‘Improvements іп telephones and telegraphs.” W. Foxton. 
December 19th. 


25,909. “А method of and apparatus for localising the electric current 
operating tramcars and the like." J. Воотн, December 19th. 


25,941. “Improvements in tripping electric switches.“ TRE BRITISH 
Тномхом-Носвтох COMPANY, LIMITED. (J. D. Hilliard, jun., United States.) 
December 19th. (Complete.) 


25,942. ‘* Improvements in surface contact electric railways.” THe BRITISH 
Тномвом-Носктом Company, LIMITED. (W. B. Potter, United States.) Decem- 
ber 19th. (Complete.) 


25,943. “Improvements in electric railway systems.” THe BRITISH THOMSON- 
Носѕтох Company, Limitep. (W. B. Potter, United States.) December 19th, 
(Complete.) 


25,944. ‘Improvements in electric railways.“ Tue Впитіѕн THOMSON- 
Hovston Cosvany, LIMITED. (S. В. Stewart, jun., United States.) December 
19th. (Complete.) 


25,945. ‘Improvements in electric railways.“ THE BRITISH THOMSON- 
Hovsron Company, LIMITED. (A. Е. Batchelder, United States.) December 
19th. (Complete.) ° 

25,916. “Improvements in brush-holders for dynamo-electric machines.” 
THe BRITISH Тномвох-Носвток Company, LiwirED. (W. E. Baker, United 
States. December 19th. (Complete.) 

26,002. ‘Improvements in insulators for overhead equipment for electrical 
traction and other purposes," E. Y. WALSH and J. LEIGH. Deceniber 20th. 

26,005. “Improvements in certain casings for electric wires and cables.” 
С. J. WIGHTMAN and A. Hupsox. December 20th. | 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W. C., and at Liverpool, Manchester and Bir- 
mingham, price, post free, gd. (in stamps). 


1900. 


2,700. ''Improved method of and means for Indicating speed or ourrent fre- 
quenoy of elsotric gonerators." R. D. Mershon. Dated February 10tb, 1900. The 
frequency of an alternating current is measured by the pressure indicated on a 
voltmeter connected to the ends of an inductance carrying the current, this 
being kept of a fixed strength. For this purpose, the voltmeter is connected 
through the secondary of a transformer to the ends of the inductive coil which 
is connected in series with the primary of the transformer, and a large non- 
inductive resistance between the conductors carrying the main current. 
The inductive coil has an iron core worked above saturation, while 
if the transformer has an iron core it must be unsaturated. The 
secondary is connected to reduce the pressure derived from the inductive coil. 
Under these conditions the transformer may be made to compensate for limited 
variations in the electric pressure between the conductors so that the alter- 
nating pressure applied to the voltmeter is constant unless the frequency varies, 
and is proportional to the frequency. 


2,702. „Improved oleotro-magnetio brake dynamometor." Е, M. Rieter. Dated 
February 10th, 1900. Relates to an electro-magnetic brake dynamometer. A 
series of magnetic poles are mounted on a ring which can make a slight rocking 
movement, limited by stops. Within the ring rotates, with the shaft, a heavy 
metal ring, and the power is estimated by the weight on an arm necessary to 
prevent the ring carrying the magnetic poles from moving under the induced 
currents. If desired, the poles may rotate and the ring be fixed. 


2,703. “Prooess and apparatus for electrolytically treating ropes, hose, cork, asbestos, 
and textile fabrics of ali kinds." М, W. Schiemann and A. de Castro. Dated February 
10th, 1900. Any porous materials, such as waterproof mantles, sailcloth, stuffs, 
linen, balloon material, textile fabrics of all kinds, ropes, hose, cork, or asbestos, 
are passed through a trough containing a solution of any desired metallic salt, 
such as of copper or zinc. The material їз then pa-sed by means of feeding 
rolls'to а table, having a metallic surface forming a cathode, which is afterwards 
covered by a hinged metal plate, the lower portion of which forms an anode, 
while the upper portion acts as a heavy lid or cover. On passing the current, 
the material becomes impregnated by the derosition therein or thereon of 
copper, nickel, iron, titanium, or other metal, and is rendered both waterproof 
and non-combustible. Textile material thus treated, may be suitable as roofing 
material, or for wearing apparel, while in the case of coloured stuffs the colours 
are rendered fast. The hydrogen produced during the process is blown away 
by compressed air fed tbrough а tube. The lid 15 afterwards raised, and the 
material withdrawn by other rolls and fed to winding rolls. To treat hose, it ig 
drawn over a tube laid upon the table, the anode and cathode forming lengths 
of half tubing. 
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JANUARY 10, 1902. 


No. 1,259. 


A HARD CASE. 


In our issue of December 20th, 1901, we published a 
report of the case of Izaacson v. New Grand Theatre of 
Varieties, which was heard before. Mr. Deputy Judge 


.Horton Smith, K.C., and a jury at the Westminster 


County Court on Monday, December 16th. In these days 
of almost universal compensation for injuries sustained by 
workmen in the course of their employment, it seems a little 
hard that artisans of exceptional skill should be deprived of 
the protection afforded to their weaker brethren. The 
material facta of the case were shortly these : The plaintiffs 
sought to recover damages under the Employers’ Liability 
Act, 1880, and Lord Campbell’s Act, 1846, for the death 
of their son, 8. Ү, Lee Izaacson, who was killed by scalding 
in a “sump” close to the engine used for working the 
electric lighting plant at the defendants’ theatre. The 
accident seems to have happened owing to the absence 
of a lid to the “sump,” which was full of scalding 
water. The deceased was 23 years of age, and had 
won several scholarships and many medals for pro 
ficiency in various branches of electricity and chemistry. 
He was earning wages (including overtime) to the extent of 
£8 12s. a week. The defence raised the following pointe :— 
(1) That the deceased was not a workman within the Em- 
ployers’ Liability Act, 1881 ; (2) that there was no negli- 
gence on the part of anyone in charge. At the conclusion 
of the arguments, the learned Judge said :—“ It was not 
part of the deceased's duty to do what he was doing. If I 
had done it, it would not make ше а workman. His duties 
were to superintend in the absence of some other man. 
There is no case to go to the jury, as I hold that the deceased 
was not a workman.” Subsequently, the plaintiffs’ counsel, 
failing to obtain relief for his clients under the older Acts, 
made application to the Court under Ње Workmen's Com- 
pensation Act, 1897. As is well known, that Act only 
applies to employment on, in, or about a “ factory," &c. 
The defendants at once raised the point that an electrical 
generating station was not a factory. A factory inspector 
who was called as a witness, said that, in his view, such 
places were factories, and that they were so regarded at the 
Home Office. The learned J udge, however, once more 
ruled against the plaintiffs on this point, saying, “I have 
friends in the country who have their own electrical plant, 
but their houses are not factories. Electricity is only 
generated at this theatre for the defendants themselves." 

To deal in the first place with the ruling of the learned 
Judge that Izaacson was not a workman, it is necessary to 
refer to some of the authorities on the subject. "The expres- 
sion * workman," to which the Employers' Liability Act 
applies, includes any person who, being a labourer... . 
journeyman, artificer, handicraftsman . . . or otherwise 
engaged in manual labour . . . . has entered into or works 
under à contract with an employer. If Izaacson had been 
within this definition, his relatives would have been entitled 
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to compensation under the Act of 1881, always assuming 


that there was negligence on the part of the employers. 

The test whether a man is engaged in manual labour is 
whether the workman who does work with his own hands 
in performance of his contract was absolutely bound by the 
terms of his contract so to do. [Ingram v. Barnes, 7 E. & B. 
115.] | 

According to the facts set out in our report, the deceased 


was bound to attend to the engine and boiler in the absence . 


of another man. Нож then can it be said that he was not 
engaged in manual labour? But even assuming that he was 
not so engaged, it is hardly possible to think that the 
learned Judge was right in holding that he was not an 
artificer, having regard to the judicial interpretation put 
upon that term. ‘I cannot conceive," said Mr. Justice 
Williams, in the case of er parte Ormrod (1 Dow. & E., 
$25), “that the word artificer only applies to persons 
engaged in such occupations as require merely manual 
labour.” In the case then before his Lordship the term 
was applied to a designer of patterns for a calico printer, 
and in a luter case it was applied to an overseer in a printing 
office (Bowers v. Lovekin, 25 L.J.Q.B., 371). 

In view of these authorities, we would respectfully submit 
that the learned Judge was wrong in holding that an 
experienced electrical fitter is not a workman, and that upon 
that ground he is not entitled to the relief granted to other 
workmen by the Employers’ Liability Act. To deprive a 
man of compensation merely because he happens to be a 
talented handicraftsman, would seem to be contrary to the 
first principles of justice. 

On the other point, namely, whether the man was em- 
ployed in a “ factory " within the meaning of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act, 1897, we venture to agree with the 
finding of the learned Judge. The term “factory” as used 
in the Workmen’s Compensation Act has the meaning given 
to it in the Factory Acts. For some reason or other, 
generating stations and electric lighting installations were 
excluded from the operation of those Acta until the present 
year, when the definition of the word factory was extended 
by Schedule VI. (20) of the new Factory and Workshop 
Act, to electrical stations, i. e., any premises or that part of 
any premises in which electrical energy is generated or trans- 
formed for the purpose of supply by way of trade, or for the 
lighting of any street, public place, or public building, or of 
any hotel, or of any railway, mine, or other industrial under- 
taking.” This Act did not come into operation until 
January 1st, 1902, во that it could not assist the plaintiffs in 
the present action, but even if it had been in force at the 
time when the accident happened, it is somewhat doubtful 
whether а private installation used for lighting a theatre 
could come within the definition. 


TRADE NAMES. 


From recent issues of the American journals it appears that а 
decision of some importance to firms in this country has 
lately been given in the United States Circuit Court for 
the northern district of California, in an action by the 
Babcock & Wilcox Company against the Joshua Hendy 
Machine Works. Particulars of the case are not yet given, 
but we can gather their nature from the terms of the 


decision. The action has evidently been brought to restrain 
the defendants from selling boilers as Babcock & Wilcox 
boilers, and a perpetual injunction has been granted enjoin- 
ing the defendants, their servants or agents, “from using the 
name ‘Babcock & Wilcox,’ either alone or combined with 
other word or words upon or in connection with the sale or 
offering for sale, of any boiler or other steam apparatus 
not manufactured. by the complainant, and from stating 
or representing that any boiler or other steam apparatus 
sold or dealt in by the respondent and not manufactured 
by the complainant, is a Babcock & Wilcox boiler, and 
from selling or offering for ‘sale or passing off any such 


' boiler or other steam apparatus, as and for boilers or steam 


apparatus manufactured and sold by the complainant.” 

The particulars of this case should be interesting, for, 
judging from what we now learn of it, it looks as if one of 
the most interesting points in the law of * trade names" has 
been raised. To make the point clear, we will refer first to 
the ordinary action brought by one person against another 
for * passing off " his goods as those of plaintiff. That 
action may be based on an actual fraudulent * passing off,” 
but more usually the ground of complaint is that the de- 
fendant has—it may be, innocently—copied some word or 
symbol used by the plaintiff in connection with his goods. 
The Courts have clearly laid down the principle that no 
person must use a name, whether real or fictitious, which is 
calculated to represent to the world that his manufactures 


are in reality manufactured by another, and so deprive that 


other of the profits due to him (Levy v. Walker, 10, 
Chancery Division (1879), p. 447). А good example 
of the application of this principle is given in the 
case of Wotherspoon v. Currie (Law Reporte, 5 House 
of Lords, p. 508). The plaintiff in that case were 
manufacturers of starch, to which they had given the 
name “Glenfield,” and. Glenfield starch had acquired a 
high reputation. The defendant went to Glenfield and 
there began to manufacture starch; but the House 
of Lords held that the word “Glenfield” had a secondary 
meaning in connection with starch manufacture, that it had 
really come to denote starch of the plaintiffs’ manufacture, 
and that the fact that the defendant was really making 
starch at Glenfield did not exempt him from the conse- 
quence of the fact that his proceedings were intended and 
calculated to produce on the mind of the public the belief 
that his article was the article made by plaintiffs, An even 
more striking case was that commonly known as the “ Camel- 
Hair Belting" case (Reddaway v. Banham, 1896, 18 Rep. 
Patent Cases, р. 228). Неге the plaintiff manufactured belt- 
ing, to which he gave the name Camel-Hair Belting, and by 
this name it became known tothe public. The defendant, at 
a later period, began to manufacture belting from the yarn 
made from camel-hair, and put it on the markets as “camel- 
hair belting.” The Courts, however, granted an injunction, in 
spite of the fact that this name was merely descriptive of 
the material from which the belts were made; for it was 
shown that the name ''camel-hair belting” had come to 
have the meaning belting made by the plaintiff" and not 
merely “belting made from camel-hair." In such cases, 
however, where some descriptive word is used, the plaintiff 
must always prove that the word has lost its original 
meaning and has come to denote to persons in the trade 
goods manufactured by the plaintiff. 
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These cases make the general. principle perfectly clear, but 
the true difficulty arises when we come to names which 
have been applied to patented articles. Suppose that an 
inventor has patented some article and, in putting it on the 
market, has given it a name which he himself uses as a 
trade name, and the article becomes known by that name. 
80 long as the patent is in force, he has the monopoly of 
manufacture; but when the patent expires, has he a right to 
prevent other people from selling the article under that 


name? It is perfectly clear that if he has that right, then 


the result is equivalent to giving the inventor a perpetual 
monopoly of manufacture, instead of only for 14 years; for 
if he alone can use that name, and the article is known by 
no other name, the general public cannot profit from the 
expiry of the letters patent. This case has been raised on 


several occasions before the British Courts, and we suspect 


that the point in the American case with which we opened, 
may have been somewhat similar. The best known English 
case is the “ Linoleum Case” (Linoleum Company v. Nairn, 
7 Chan. Div., p. 8834). There the Court found that the 
name “Linoleum” had come to mean the patented article, 
and not goods of plaintiff's manufacture, so that, as the 
patent had expired, the Court refused to restrain the defen- 
dant from making and selling “ linoleum floor-cloth.” This 
case was followed in the present year in the matter of the 
Cheseborough Manufacturing Company's trade marks (18 
Rep. Patent Cases, p. 191), where an application, was 
successfully made to have the word “ Vaseline” struck off 
the register of trade marks, on the ground that at the date 
of its registration (1877) it was the name of a patented 
article (petroleum jelly) and not descriptive of goods of the 
Cheseborough Company. 

These are cases in which the Courts have prevented 
inventors from retaining the exclusive use of the name of 
their patented article, after the patent has expired, but the 


most interesting case arises when the patented article is not 


given a descriptive or fancy name, but becomes known by the 
name of its manufacturers. Thus, let us suppose there is an 
engineering company trading as “The A and B Company," 
and suppose that that company obtains а patent for (вау) а 
motor, which is роб on the market as the A and B motor," 
and achieves a wide reputation. So long as the patent is in 
force, the A and B Company are, of course, sole makers, but 
when the patent expires the manufacture of this motor is 
open to the world. Can a rival firm begin to advertise that 
they are selling“ А and B motors It must be noticed 
here that the name «А and В” is not simply the name of 
patentees ; it is the name of a firm of engineers who are 
known to the world as makers of (among other things) 
motors. Obviously, therefore, tlie offer of A and B motors 
might appear to the public as an offer of motors made by 
the A and B Company, and not merely motors of the type 
for which the patent has expired; and whenever it can be 
shown that the name indicates goods manufactured by the 
firm of that name, the Courts will restrain others from using 
it, even though their use be solely to describe a particular 
article, for which the firm of the name in question formerly 
held a patent. This may prove to be the point raised in the 
Babcock & Wilcox American case, viz., the question whether 
that name denoted the manufacturers or merely a type of 


boiler, and, if so, the decision conforms to what we have 


said above. 
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ELECTRIC FEED PUMPS. 


^ Br A. JOHNSTON. ~ 


THE uneconomical results obtained in practice from steam 
boiler feed pumps are, to a great extent, responsible for the 
employment of electrically-driven feed pumps where the 
steam plant is utilised, to some extent, for generating elec- 
tricity ; it cannot be denied, however, that electric motors 
are not well adapted to drive feed pumps, the great ease with 
which steam feed pumps can be regulated to deliver any 
desired quantity of water to the boilers giving them an 
advantage that cannot be overlooked in practice. TG 

It is generally necessary to instal a feed pump capable 
of supplying a much greater quantity of water than the 
average amount required, as it must be possible to gain on 
the water in the boiler in case it should at any time be 
allowed to get below the working level; thus the feed pump 
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can seldom be run at full load. One method of reducing 
the quantity of water delivered to the boiler by an electric 
feed pump is by closing, or partially closing, the check valves, 
in which case the feed pump is run at a constant speed, and 
must be fitted with a relief valve set to open at 20 or 25 per 
cent. above the working pressure of the boiler, which will 
allow the surplus water pumped to return to the water tank 
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or hot well. Another arrangement adopted to gain the same 
end is by inserting resistance in series with the motor, and 
thus reducing its speed, but this, of course, means a constant 
loss of power in the resistance. When the regulation 18 
done by the boiler check valves, the motor must be powerful 
enough to drive the pump against the pressure required to 
open the relief valve and will be run fully loaded, except 
occasionally when the full amount of water delivered by the 
pump is allowed to enter the boiler, the load then being 
reduced according to the difference between the pressure to 
which the relief valve is set and boiler pressure. 
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8 т . ! — < 


44 кы 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. (Vol. во. No. 1,259 J4"anv 10, 1902. 


— — ———— 


The second method of regulating the amount of water 
referred to is more general, but is only slightly more econo- 
mical than the first. It is clear that the amount of water 
pumped, and therefore the power required to drive the 
pump, will vary in direct proportion to the speed, and that 
if the field strength'is kept constant the speed of the motor 
will vary with the voltage across its terminals; further, as 
power taken by the motor (с x v) is in proportion to the speed, 
and the voltage (v) is also im proportion to the speed, the 
current (C) will be constant at all speeds, 'T'he external resist- 
> ance performs the duty of reducing the voltage across the 
motor terminals; the power it wastes, together with the 
power taken by the motor, will be constant at all speeds, as 
the current passing through both is constant, and for any 
quantity of water Q delivered by the pump, expressed as a 
fraction of the full amount it is capable of delivering, the 
proportion between the wasted power and the power used 
will be— | | 

i 1—Q:Q 

Fig. 1 shows, from a test, the power taken by a series- 
wound motor driving a three-throw feed pump, and its 
regulating resistance; it will be seen that the current is 
almost constant at all speeds. The watts required by any 
motor to drive a single-acting pump can be found approxi- 
mately by the formula :— 


3 
v KI d {р —. =), 


Where к = 0015, a constant. 

r = revolutions per minute of pump. 
l = length of pump stroke, in inches. 
n = number of cylinders in pump. 
4 


= diameter of pistons or plungers of pump, in 


inches. 

P = pressure (above atmosphere) at the pump 
delivery valves, in lbs. per square inch. 

i = head of water, in feet, at suction side. 


If there is no head of water, but, instead, the water is 
drawn from below the pump, „ becomes a negative quantity 
representing the distance, in feet, the level of the water is 
below the level of the pump. If the pump is double-acting, 
must be multiplied by 2. | 


7th. 9th. 


Ci, C.. The two armature windings; r., Fa, The two sections of field 
co ls; RR, Regulating resistance; s, Shunt of field. 
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Allowance must be made for the power lost in the motor, 
pump, and gearing, which may be from 15 to 40 per cent., 
uccording to the arrangements adopted. 

It is an advantage if the motor is designed to run at the 
average speed required, without the introduction of external 
resistance, its speed being increased, when necessary, by 
weakening the field; this cannot be carried beyond a certain 
limit, owing to the weakened field being distorted badly, thus 
causing great sparking at the brushes if over done. 

A further advantage is gained by series-parallel control 
of the motor, which gives it a fairly wide range without 
external resistance. Of course, no complicated switch gear 
should come under the care of the firemen ; a simple hand- 


wheel or handle which, when turned in one direction, 
increases the pump's speed while the other direction reduces 
it, and. which is so constructed that it cannot be turned too 

uickly, should be used. То adopt the series-parallel control 
the motor armature must have two separate and similar 
windings, each connected to a separate commutator ; the field - 


may be excited by a shunt current or the armature current, 


the latter being preferable, as the motor will have greater 
torque when running up to speed, but in this case the field 
coils must be divided into two sections with an equal number 
of coils in series in each, the motor, therefore, must have an 
even number of coils. The following is a list of the 
combinations made by the controller at each position or 
notch :— 


lst Position = The two armature windings, the two sections 
of field coils and the regulating resistance all 


in series. 

2nd „. = Ав ist, but with one-third of the regulating re- 
sistance cut out. 

3rd „ = As Ist, but with two-thirds of the regulating re- 
sistance cut out. 

4th „ = As Ist, but with all the regulating resistance 
cut out. 

Sth „ == Ав 4th, but with some of the field current shunted. 

6th " = As 5th, but with additional field current shunted. 

th „ = The two armature windings in parallel, in series 

with the two sections of field coils in parallel, 
in series with one-sixth of the regulating re- 
sistance. | 

8th „ = As 7th, but with all regulating resistance cat out. 

9th - = As 8th, but with some of the field current 
ghunted. 

10th „ = As 9th, but with additional field current shunted. 


Additional notches could be put between the 1st and 4th, 
the 4th and 7th, and the 8th and 10th if desired, to make 
the adjustment finer. Fig. 2 shows the power taken and 
speed curve of a motor controlled as described, and fig. 3 
shows the connections for the 1st, 5th, 7th and 9th positions. 

The capacity of the pumps has been assumed here as 
double the average quantity of water required ; this should 
be ample, though it is more or less contrary to general 
practice, engineers usually consoling themselves by thinking 
that having a pump too large is a good fault, but it is a 
fault which has a detrimental effect on the economy of the 
pump. Worm gearing is silent and works well while new, 
but it is a great wearing agent and absorbent of power. 
Gear wheels and pinions also absorb power, and are noisy 
and troublesome. There seems to be nothing to prevent the 
motor being direct coupled to the pump; it will, of course, 
be larger and more expensive than a motor running at 3,000 
or 4,000 revolutions per minute and driving the pump by 
belts and gearing, but the pump will be smaller and less costly. 
High speed feed pumps are quite within the bounds of 
possibility, though makers prefer to stick to the beaten 
track. 


SPARKLESS COMMUTATION WITH FIXED 
BRUSHES. 


By CLAUDE W. HILL. 


ON of the principal factors in determining the prime cost 
and weight of dynamos is the amount of power which has 
to be expended in the air-gap in order to ensure sparkless 
oollect ion. 

If we examine machines by different makers, of similar 
type, and constructed for the same output, speed, tempera- 
ture, and efficiency, wè find remarkable variations in weight, 
and if we look more closely into the several designs we find 
that the variation exists almost entirely in the magnets, and 
is due to the different amounts of excitation which the 
different makers find necessary to give satisfactory com- 
mutation. | 

In this article the writer proposes, first, to review the 
method of calculation which gave satisfactory results with 
the older forms of machine having copper brushes, which 
required to be moved for each change of load, and then to 
indicate the modification necessary to obtain satisfactory 
working with fixed carbon brushes and minimum gap excita- 
tion, by which means a minimum weight of machine may be 
obtained. : 
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Let us (although it is an old story) as briefly as possible 
consider’ what happens during the process of commutation. 

In fig. 1 are represented diagrammatically the short- 
circuited coil, the commutator bars and the brush. 

We will assume that the armature and commutator are 
standing still, and that a current of 200 amperes is being 
passed into them throngh the brush. When the edge of the 
brash is just about to touch bar B the current in the coil c 
is 100 amperes. flowing from left to right. If now we 
advance the brush a little way on to bar B, & direct path is 


provided past coil c, but as the contact resistance of the. 


brush on bar в is higher than on bar 4, а portion of the 


‘Fia. 1. 


current will still pass through c. As we move the brush 
to fresh positions in the direction of the.arrow the contact 
resistance on B diminishes while on A it increases,and the 
current in С falls until the brush is exactly central over A 
and B when it becomes zero. As the brush is moved further 
along the contact resistance on A continues to increase and 
on B to diminish, and во current commences to flow in c in 
the opposite direction, that is, from right to left, until it 
reaches 100 amperes just as the back edge of the brush leaves 
bar 4. If instead of placing the brush in successive positions 
we move it along slowly, the current in each coil, as it is short- 
circuited, wil} fall from 100 amperes, at the point where the 
brush first enters the bar в, to zero as the brush passes the 
central position, and will rise to 100 amperes in the opposite 
direction as the brush leaves the bar a. And these changes, 
provided the motion of the brush is slow, will take place 
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without any sparking, as at the moment of changing from 
bar to bar the current in adjacent coils is of identical value. 
If, however, we move the brush with sufficient rapidity 
the current in the short-circuited coil in undergoing its 
of direction will set up an E.M.F. of self-induction 
which will disturb the flow of the current so that at the 
moment of changing from bar to bar the current in adjacent 
coils will not be of the same value. At this point there will 
then be a sudden change in the value of the current which 
will give rise to sparking. 
: The value of this self-induced E.M.F. or reactance voltage 
is given by formula No. 1, provided we assume that the 
reversal of current follows a sine curve, 


= 9 u „ 10-8, | (1) 

in which .r = the reactance. voltage, N, = the flux due to 
the ampere-turns in the short-circuited coils, m, = the 
number of turns in one coil, and s = the time in seconds 
during which the change of current takes place, which again 


is equal to half a complete cycle. When the brush is 
central over bar в, and іп contact with 4 and р, two coils 
are short-circuited, but as their contact resistances are out of 
balance eurrent is flowing in both of them, which must also be 
the case to satisfy the assumption of & sine curve which we 
have taken in formula No. 1.' The author mentions this as 
it is not unusual to take in calculating r the maximum 
number of coils short-circuited and to assume that their 
currents pass through zero at the same instant, an assump- 
tion which gives us a value of r somewhat higher than the 
true value. | 

For a reason which can be best explained by the aid of 
diagrams, it is advisable to let the brush short-circuit several 
coils simultaneously instead of only one at a time. The rate 
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of change of Ni is shown in diagram, fig. 2. The reversing 
field which projects from the pole tip is a constant quantity, 
and so there is a resultant field, shown shaded, which is at 
ite maximum at the beginning and end of commutation, and 
tends to set up sparks. Figs. 3 and 4 show how the re- 
sultant field is modified and reduced when two and three 
coils are short-circuited respectively. | 

To.obtain sparkless collection then, we.must, with copper 
brushes, eliminate r, or with carbon brushes, reduce it to 
such an amonnt as will give sparkless collection. 

In the older class of lighting dynamos which were still 
being made until quite recently, the use of copper brushes 
compelled us to practically eliminate r, and the conditions 
of working enabled us to do во. 

Under these conditions the loads on the machines were 
principally lighting loads and varied gradually. The 


Fic. 4. 


machines were fitted with brush rockers which enabled the 
brushes to be adjusted to the non-sparking position for each 
change of load, and the machines having smooth cored 
armatures had long air-gaps, so that there was no difficulty 
in getting strong reversing fields even with two - pole 


machines of considerable size. 


To eliminate r we must impress upon the coil which is 
undergoing commutation a magnetic flux N, equal in amount 
and opposite in direction to Ni. Such a flux can be found 
in the fringe extending from the pole tip, provided that the 
excitation in the gap exceeds by a sufficient amount that 
necessary to neutralise the reaction of the armature and also 
to neutralise the field due to the current in that portion of 
the armature winding which is in the interpolar space. 

N, however, varies with variation of load, so that with 
each change of load it is necessary to shift the brushes to 
obtain the corresponding value of Na. If the brushes are 
not in the correct position a reactance voltage due to NI — N; 
will be set up, and this will be proportional to the number 
of turns per section, so that in standard carcases wound for 
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the same output but different voltages, an error of brush 
position which only gives a trifling spark in a 100-volt 
machine will cause a considerable one in a. machine of, say, 
400 volts, because, although x, — Ns remains constant, there 
are four times the turns per section, so деш greater 
attention to the brushes. ~ 

In fig. 5, the heavy dotted line shows approximately the 
distribution of the field when the armature is loaded. The 
magnetic fringe within which the correct value of N, must 
be found is shown at к. In order to keep down the de- 


magnetising back turns of. the armature it is advisable to 


work with a small lead of brush, and it is evident from the 
diagram that the higher the value of a, the less is the 
amount of lead required to obtain the requisite value of хз. 
At the same time a high value of a, means an expensive 
machine, and so we must decide upon a value which, while 
giving us sparkless collection with reasonable brush move- 
ment, will not make the machine unduly costly. 

Formula No. 1 may be conveniently expanded into 
formula No. 2, in which the items which go to make up 
r are given in detail, 


c 1645 x nRflemm, 
PRO а”. 


in which D = diameter of commutator in inches, R = revo- 
lutions per minute, f = C.G.S. lines per inch length of 
armature induced by one ampere turn, / — length of arma- 
ture in inches, m = the number of magnetising turns in the 
portion of the armature undergoing commutation, and which 
depend on the number of bars covered by the brush, m, = 
the number of turns per section of the armature, and / — 
thickness of the brush in inches. 

We can see from this formula that the only item the effect 
of which can be varied when the machine is working is 
ст (= Az) the magnetising ampere-turns. Their effect 
may be entirely neutralised by the imposition of a field 
having an equal and opposite value (expressed in ampere- 
turns). Thus 7 becomes zero, and the remaining items may 
be disregarded, so that so long as we can adjust the brushes, 
sparkless collection is independent of the speed and length of 
armature. What is necessary, then, is that A4 shall have 
such a value that the fringe which it projects, shall, within 
a reasonable distance of the pole-piece, be equal and opposite 
to A3. А, should evidently then bear some definite relation 
to Az, and, in order to ascertain this relation, the author, 
when manager to Messrs. Paterson & Cooper, had a number 
of machines tested by increasing their loads until the first 
Bign of sparking appeared, and then taking the amperes, 


x 10 *, 2) 


, "E 
volts and speed. From these particulars the ratio E 


3 
was calculated, and it was found that for his then standard 
type of machine, having wrought-iron magnets and Gramme 
armatures, the ratio was 11°25, irrespective of the size of 
the machines.* In this case a, represented the ampere-turns 


changes of load make slotted armatures necessary, and tbia 
gives us short air gaps. 
We have further, at the present day, two classes of 


machines to deal with :—Firstly, machines running con- 


tinually in one direction and in which it is possible to give 
some lead to the brushes, and, secondly, those which have to 
reverse, and in which the brushes have to be fixed perma- 
nently midway between the poles, and which consequently 
have no lead. In both classes sparkless collection depends 
upon the voltage in the short-circuited coil being kept 
within a certain value. 

If with the first class of machine in actual working w 
place the brushes in such a position of lead, that at half 
load, or preferably at the average load, of 'the machine, 
Ni — Ng = O, we shall at that load have no resultant volt- 
age in the coil (or at any rate a negligible amount), and at 
any other load the voltage will be a plus or minus quantity 
expressed by formula No. 8, 


$ 


x 1075. (8) 
As we have seen from formula No. 2, r varies with the 
length of armature and also with the speed, so that in 
designing present day machines both the length of armature 
and the speed must be taken into consideration, which wus 
not the case with machines of older types. 

Having found from experiment the maximum value of 
r which will give sparkless collection with carbon brushes, 
we can calculate by formula No. 4 the field corresponding 
to this value. 


r = 


Nz 


rt 
S x 108 4 
1645 x DRM ee, С ) 


N, being equal to f 1с m, the value of the reversing. field in 


the fringe requires to be N,, which equals N, — Nz, or if 


turned into ampere-turns Az equals . рУ and A, will equal Az 


multiplied by a constant as in the case of the older 
machines. 

In addition to iis field produced by the current in 1 the 
coils undergoing commutation we have to remember that 
there are two other fields tending to generate E.M.F. in 


these coils. There is the field due to the current in the 


adjacent armature coils which tends to increase the E.M.F. 
in the short-circuited coils, and that due to the fringe 
extending from the pole tips, which will increase or decrease 
the E.M.F. according as the lead of the brusheg is positive 
or negative. Thus the resultant voltage in the short- 
circuited coil may be expressed by the general; formula 
No. 5: 


n 2 N 2) x 1074, (5) ej 


m (m 125 
; 8 

The ideal relative arrangement of these fields to be aimed 
at in designing machines to run шы їп one direction 


~ ra = —— 


No load. 
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per section of the armature and not the whole magnetising 
ampere-turns under the brush, but as the machines were all 
similar in type and general proportions, this was not material. 

In present day machines we have different conditions to 
face. The use of motors causes generator loads to vary 
frequently and very widely, and as it is not practicable to 
continually alter the brush rocker the machine must work 
with а fixed position of brush, so that the condition in 
which N, — N, = О is no longer obtainable over the whole 
range of load. The mechanical stresses due to these sudden 
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Mean load. ' 
The shaded part represents the voltage in the short-circuited coil. 
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Maximum load. 
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is shown in figs. 6, 7 and 8, from which we see that the 
brush must be set in such a position that at no load the 
voltage generated in the short-circuited coil by the fringe is 
insufficient to set up sparks, and that at full load the 
reactance voltage plus that due to the field created by 
adjacent armature coils does not exceed that due to the 
fringe by an amount sufficient to cause sparking. 

In the case of reversing. motors the most one can do is to 


make the second and third items cancel each other and adopt 


such proportions for the machine as will keep the first item { 
within sparkless limits. 
In designing machines on the foregoing lines it will be 


a 
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found that for some outputs the requirements of the pre- 
ceding formule can only be met either by an inconveniently 
large number of poles or a number of commutator bars so 
great that the individual bars become too thin for practical 


urposes. 

It then becomes a question whether a heavier design shall 
be adopted, or whether the light design shall be retained 
with a reasonable number of poles or commutator bars and 
sparkless commutation obtained by means of one of the 
special windings which have from time to time been patented 
and which are too well known to need description here. 


THE PROFITABLE SALE OF ELECTRICITY. 


THE discussion on Mr. Arthur Wright’s Institution paper 
brought out the views of some company managers, but it 
was ап argument of expediency against rationality. As Mr. 
Langdon said, the paper bristled with questions for discus- 
sion, which were, however, not discussed. It is always well 
to go carefully into the other side of a question, but as Mr. 
Madgen put it, the attacking party as a general rule 
apologised for not fully understanding the arguments in the 
paper, and it certainly seemed that this was the case. 

Vhile we are far from asserting that those who thought that 
Mr. Wright had not propounded an ideal tariff were unable 
to follow the reasoning which led the author to it, we cannot 
glance through the notes of the discussion without feeling 
that conservatism, the desire for simplicity, or as it is put 
in the paper, “a fear of displeasing early closing con- 
stituents,” is at the bottom of opposition. 

Mr. Dawbarn thought the diagram showing the percent- 
age return on capital allocated to each class of consumer (at 
various load factors) was interesting, because it showed the 
tariff was not perfect and did not satisfy all the conditions 
to be met, and nothing was said as to the method of dealing 
with extreme cases. Also, as the author admitted in the 
paper, that the cost of the instruments (demand indicators) 
might absorb the profits on a 1 per cent. increase in load 
factor, the addition of such non-productive devices might 
cost as much as their use added to the revenue. As time 
went on, and lighting became more and more electrical, the 
demand indicator seemed to Mr. Dawbarn to become less 
and less importent, Further, he went so far as to say that 
he did not see why & supply company should differentiate 
between one man and another in the same class. It might 
be advantageous to utilise indicators in the case of 10 per 
cent. of consumers, but he could not se» why the other 90 
per cent. should also be provided with them. | 

Mr. Highfield admitted Mr. Wright’s contentions, but 
considered that an engineer should strive to obtain every 
poesible class of business, and in a town where the flat rate 
was in vogue, he had been unable to change. The indicator 
certainly operated against the short-hour shop load, and the 
difficulty was to explain the system to the consumer. He 
would rather have a lower price for two hours’ initial rate 
than the higher price for one hour. At St. Helens the 
diversity factor was high, owing to a motor and tramway 
load, and to gain a motor load the price had to be low 
enough to compete with gas, so he had adopted the sliding 
scale of 2d. for two hours, and 1d. after for power, which 
came in well. As early closing shops came on readily, they 
proved an excellent advertisement, and were entitled to some 
consideration. | 

Mr. Patchell showed that it was not essential to use a 
demand scale to attain to a high load factor, as his company 
had reached 28} per cent., so they did pretty well on а 
uniform rate. The average consumer was not interested in 
8d. and 2d. as much as in a uniform 6d. or 4d. per unit. On 
the technical point of class of peak-load plant, Mr. Patchell 
was with Mr. Wright entirely. With a peak-load non- 
condensing plant he had generated 25 per cent. of the units, 
leaving the more efficient, condensing plant to turn out the 
remaining 75 per cent. | 

Mr. Mordey considered the paper. closely reasoned, but he 
believed the consumer would rather pay 5d. for something 
he understood than 47d. for something he did not. The 
ideal tariff was based upon the theory that the consumer 


had installed in the station a certain amount of plant upon 


‘which he had a call. Supposing the consumer went to 


church, then one or two lamps in his private premises , 
would be turned out for every lamp lighted in the church. 
The same argument applied to ball-rooms and places of 
public resort. The whole argument seemed to be given 
away by short-circuiting the demand indicator for an evening 
or so a month at the request of the consumer. · People 
would not readily change their habits simply because they 
happened to have a demand indicator in the house. The 
load factor had improved in Brighton it was true, but it 
had grown elsewhere where indicators were not used. The 
indicator told against the use of electrie light in the way 
that gave the greatest convenience, and therefore might ' 
prevent the installation of lamps. The whole of the 
customers of a station ought not to be penalised because a 
few were not easily charged on a flat rate. The indicator 
was non-productive, and such apparatus should be reduced 
toa minimum, as it absorbed pressure and the light went 
down as the cube of the pressure. An analogy would be 
for a railway company to charge 1s. for a traveller going on 
to the platform and 1d. a mile travelled afterwards, but he 
considered that simplicity of apparatus and methods of 
charging was what ought to be aimed at. 

Mr. C. P. Sparks believed that one class of short-hour 
consumers counteracted another class. He showed that 
different areas in London taken together would give a result 
diverse from that of any one area in the metropolis or that 
of a provincial town. By combining different areas a great 
diversity factor was reached. Не cited the good load factors 
of the many municipal stations as attributable to the public 
lighting which had a marked influence on Corporation 
accounts. We fancy from what is reported from time to 
time that many municipal engineers would differ from Mr. 
Sparks in this contention, and would tell him that the public 
lighting is very often a source not of profit but of loss, being 
undertaken under the pressure of public opinion at rates that 
are less remunerative that those of private supply. 

Mr. Minshall spoke feelingly of the exceeding unpopularity 
of the maximum demand system, but admitted that at the 
same time it had the effect of getting the right class of con- 
sumer. In the case of a flat rate of 6d. being superseded by 
a sliding scale of 7d. and 2d., the average might be reduced 
to 43d. per unit, but the public generally failed to appreciate 
the change. In his own case at Croydon he had scales pro- 
vided on the demand indicator which showed the number of 
units to be taken at the initial price, and issued a form of 
account in which the units were charged at the average rate 
per unit, with the figures made out on the demand principle 
in very much smaller type. He thought that plant was 
often chosen rather by predilection than by predetermination, 
and referred to the new Edinburgh peak load station, which 
was not fitted with auxiliary plant, such as economisers, &c. 

Mr. Percy Still gave an example of the worst possible 
class of consumer, early closing shops, which used the light 
only six months in the year, and showed how desirable it 
was that such customers should pay their proportion of the 
capital charges before they reached the lower price per unit. 

Mr. Aron naturally favoured the Kapp principle of a two- 
rate meter, and even ventured to talk of a three-rate meter. 
His contribution to the discussion was of value, as showing 
that such instruments are coming into use where there are, 
or there are thought to be, local objections to the demand 
indicator principle. 

Mr. Leonard Andrews referred to the large variation 
between quarterly accounts if, as at Brighton, the rebate 
was only allowed half yearly. He had found that with alter- 
natives of 6d. per unit and 10s. per 8 c.r. lamp per annum 
with 14d. per unit consumed, having been permitted to ex- 
plain to those who came to him the operation of the two 
scales, 65 per cent. of the total output (or 400,000 units) 
was sold on the latter basis at an average return of 35d. per 
unit, but these units were taken by less than 25 per cent. of 
the customers. 

Mr. H. L. P. Boot complained of the first cost, repairs 
and maintenance, resctting, and the accuracy (or inaccuracy ) 
of the demand indicator. These disadvantages were very 
serious, and required the. consideration of the station engi- 
neer. The system had to be properly explained to each 
consumer. It did not take account of the time at which 
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each customer made his maximum demand, and the higher 
rate should only be charged if that coincides with the peak 
on the station. He considered the coal costs under the head 
of “ preparation expenses" in the paper were very high 
com with the total costs. The present system of free 
wiring he had found a failure, so far as getting lamps was 
concerned. 

Mr. J. R. Dick preferred to call the Wright indicator an 
“investment meter.” He generally discussed the tendency 
on the Continent and in the United States towards propor- 
tioning the investment charges upon the various consumers, 

and thoaght that too much stress might be laid upon the 
objection of consumers who had no feeling against taking an 
article below cost price. 

The most useful items in the €" wére the speeches 
of Mr. W. L. Madgen and Mr. H. R. Beeton. On account 
of the commercial interests controled by these gentlemen, 
what they said carries weight that no mere academic argu- 
ment 
brought out distinct evidence in favour of the “ ideal tariff,” 
and the objections were vague. 
the rates to be charged under the Power Bills, and had 
found evidence in favour of a sliding scale from the varia- 


tions of the load factor from different stations in the country. 


Two examples from the provinces :— 

Portsmouth, with uniform price, now 4}d. per unit.—In 
1896—97, load factor 14°51 per cent., had decreased in 
1900—01 to 12°01 per cent. 

South Shields, with sliding scale—In 1897—98, load 
factor 11°31 per cent., had increased in 1900—01 to 19:94 
рег cent. 

The uniformity of results in similar cases was the justifi- 
cation for drawing general conclusions. 

Two examples from the Metropolis :— 

Islington, with sliding scale—In 1897, load factor, 9:82 
per cent. had increased in 1900—01 to 15°31 per cent. 

St. Pancras, with flat rate.—In 1893, load factor 19°74 
per cent. had decreased in 1896—97 to 11:94 per cent., and 
with the adoption of a sliding. scale, had again increased to 
15:09 per cent. 

As a one-hour consumer actually cost 7d. per unit to 
supply, there was no ground for selling an article in general 
demand at something under cost. If this were done, the 
more consumers obtained the greater the loss, and then a 
tariff deadlock must ensue to be finally followed; if the sales 
continued to be unremunerative, by a financial: deadlock. 
The price must be based on the cost of production if this 
were to be avoided, and the ignorance and prejudice of the 
consumer must not be permitted to stand in the way. 

Mr. Beeton twitted engineers with the lack of sufficient 
attention to commercial questions. They ought to consider 
efficiency of capital as well as efficiency of plant. While they 
should aim at selling as much electricity as possible, the sales 
must be upon a profitable basis. The sliding scale ensured 
in the very nature of the tariff that no congumer could be 
supplied at a loss, and the sales to all were made at a 
reasonable profit. It was no objection to the tariff system 
that Mr. Wright advocated that it was not 4 perfect system. 
Any system which attempted to encourage the use of electric 
light in brilliant sunshine would result in very poor business. 
Too much had been said about conciliating tlie consumer ; if 


the system earned the approval of the experts, few would: 


cavil at it. It gave people an intelligible tariff. The object 
was to reduce the price of electric light. Lowering a flat 
rate increased the loss on a business. which was already 
losing. The sliding scale was based on undisputed 
principles. 

The discussion left matters very much where they were. 
No speaker attempted to deny the grounds Mr. Wright took 
up in the first portion of his paper, but many argued against 
their application. In short, where a flat rate has been in 
force it may be difficult to change to a rational sliding scale. 
Hanley, Blackpool, Croydon and St. Pancras have been 
through the fight and know the cost. Consumers never will 
as a body grasp the meaning of Mr. Wright's paper, but 
while companies like Mr. Patchell's and corporations like St. 
Helens retain a flat rate, the advocacy of Mr. Madgen and of 
Mr. Beeton and the examples of the Electrical Power Dis- 
tribution Company and the Bronipton Company may pre- 
vent new concerns from commencing on a uniform price when 


possessed. Mr. Madgen thought the discussion had 
He had carefully considered. 


they are at liberty to select a tariff which will differentiate 
between paying and non-profit-yielding consumers, even if 
at the start they have to suffer slightly from a cold reception 
of their advances by the fashionable stores, LE 
offices, and churches in their districts. . 


CALDWELL'S RÓNTGEN RAY 
STEREOSCOPE. 


. In the Electrical Review, New York, of November 16th, a 


description is given by Eugene W. Caldwell of a new appa- 
ratus which he has invented for ebtaining stereoscopic views 
of objects rendered visible by the Röntgen rays Mr. 
Mackenzie Davidson, as our readers are aware, has already 
constructed successful instruments for this purpose. Mr. 
Caldwell's apparatus is intended to obviate certain difficulties 
which have arisen in the practical use of the Mackenzie 
Davidson instruments. 

One objectionable feature in the Mackenzie Davidson 
stereoscope is the use of two X-ray tubes, to produce the 
different images for the two eyes Now, it is ex- 
ceedingly difficult to keep the illuminating power of the 
tubes exactly equal, even though they have been as nearly 


as possible equal to start with. Mr. Caldwell gets over this 


difficulty by using a single tube with two anti-cathodes. In 
the second place, the use of a stationary fluoroscopic screen 
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in the Mackenzie Davidson apparatus makes the apparatus 
somewhat clumsy for the examination of injured and tender 
limbs. These must be handled carefully, but sometimes it 
is impossible to place them in proper position before a fixed 
screen without causing great discomfort, and even running 
the risk of causing further injury. Mr. Caldwell obviates 
this objection by making the screen detached from the rest 
of the apparatus, and portable. 

Fig. 1 shows the general arrangement of the Caldwell 
stereoscopic apparatus. The Röntgen rays proceed alter- 
nately from the two anti-cathodes a, and A; of the double 
X-ray tube a, the cups 4, and 45 being alternately cathode 
and anode, 
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The primary Di of the induction coil р is energised by 
alternating currents, which may be obtained from an alter- 
nating public supply, the break used in the primary circuit 
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being preferably a Caldwell electrolytic interrupter Е. 
Under these conditions the high pressure currents induced in 
the secondary coil D, are alternately in opposite directions, 
and the X-rays proceed {alternately from the foci on the 
anti-cathodes A, and А. The intensity 
of the rays from de and Ar will be 
generally equal, as both bundles of rays 
are lee et in the same tube, and will 
undergo the same changes if the vacuum 
in the tube changes. When the system 
is operated with an alternating current 
of 60 cycles per second, there will be 
produced on the fluoroscopic screen 
7,200 X-ray shadows per minute, each 
lasting for an infinitesimally short 
time. If the shutter is properly 
adjusted 3,600 of these shadows are 
visible to one eye of the observer, 
and the alternate 3,600 are seen by 
the other eye. This rapid succession 
of images gives the effect of con- 
tinuous vision by each eye of the 
fluoroscopic picture seen by that eye, 
thus imitating very closely normal 
binocular vision and showing the 
shape and space relations of the object 
examined. 

A revolving shutter to ensure that 
one eye always sees the image on the 
screen produced by the same focus and 
not the image. from the other 
focus, is essential in apparatus of 
this kind. Тһе revolutions of 
the shutter must be exactly 


synchronous with the alternations of current in the X-ray 


tabe. Mackenzie Davidson obtained synchronism between 
excitation of the tubes and the movement of the shutter by 
attaching the interrupter, or the switch mechanism for the 


tubes and the shutter to the same shaft, which was. usually 
rotated by an electro-motor. Caldwell, however, aimed 
at making his screen portable, and had therefore to devise 
some flexible mechanism for imparting the synchronous move- . 
ment to the shutter. This he effects by rotating the shutter 
by a small synchronous alternating-current motor. This 
motor may be of the monophase type, in which case the 
revolving shutter is made of steel and magnetised; but it is 
preferred to use a polyphase or split-phase field winding, and 
make the rotor of soft iron. The shutter motor is, of course, 
supplied with alternating current from the same source as 
the induction coil, and therefore operates synchronously with 
the alternations of current through the coil, and the dis- 
charges through the double focus tube. 

The stator of the shutter motor is arranged so that it may 
be turned around the axis of its armature by means of the 
knob ds, fig. 2. This is for the purpose of adjusting the 
time of opening and closing the sight holes with reference 
to the periodic excitation of the X-ray tube. It has been 
found best to use a six-toothed or six-pole disc (shown at к, 
fig. 2) for the shutter. Such a rotor, with a properly wound 
stator (figs. 4 and 5), makes one-sixth of a revolution for 
each alternation of the current, and when operated from a 
public lighting circuit of 60 cycles per second, makes 1,200 
revolutions per minute—a thoroughly practical speed for 
such a structure. If the stator of the motor be turned 
through one-sixth of a revolution by means of the knob Gg, 
the action of the shutter will be reversed, and each eye will 
see the X-ray shadow formerly seen by the other eye. The 
effect of this is to make the object under examination appear ' 
to be seen from the opposite side. 

The system admits of many modifications to adapt it to 
various conditions of current supply. The simplest way 
to operate the system from a direct current lighting circuit is 
to use a small rotary converter (F, fig. 1) faving collector 


rings from which а single-phase alternating current may be 


taken to supply the coil, and a two or three-phase current 
for operating the shutter. Instead of the rotary converter a 
rotary reversing interrupter, shown in fig. 6, has been used. 
This interrupter breaks the current and reverses the direction 
through the coil twice in every revolution. The “ break- 
wheel" is mounted directly upon the shaft of a small direct- 
current motor. The armature winding of this motor is 
tapped at three pointe, from which three-phase current is 
3 through collector rings for operating the synchronous 
shutter. 


In order to adapt the system for use with an influence 
machine for exciting the tube, such a. motor could be 
arranged to operate a rotary switching apparatus which 


. would change the connection of the negative terminal of the 
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machine from one concave electrode to the other, the positive 
terminal being connected permanently to the“ anti-cathode.” 

It would appear at first sight that it would be impossible 
to hold the screen in exactly the proper position with refer- 
ence to the X-ray tube, but itis found in practice that the 


Fig. 7.—FLUOROSCOPIC SCREEN, WITH REVOLVING SHUTTER. 


observer readily recognises any inaccuracies in the fluoro- 
scopic picture of external or known parte, and that 
unconsciously he will move the fluoroscope until the outlines 
which are familiar to him assume their proper form, where- 
upor, of course, the internal parts will be shown correctly. 


— 


DISTRIBUTION CABLES FOR TEREE- PHASE 
WORKING. 


For the distribution of energy by three-phase currents a 
simple three-core cable has hitherto been generally employed. 
If a fourth, or neutral wire, is added, as is well known, the 
balancing of the system is greatly improved, but it does not 
appear to have been realised by engineers that the introduction 
of this fourth wire does for alternating currents almost exactly 
what the three-wire system of Hopkinson did for continuous 
‚ currente, as regards reducing the amount of copper required 
for the mains. 

The three-wire system has, of course, been applied to 
single-phase alternating currente frequently, and the usual 
saving of copper over a simple two-wire system has been 
effected thereby ; but then there is always cropping -up the 
difficulty as regards power, and, notwithstanding all the 
claims put forward from time to time for single-phase 
motors, it cannot be denied that these are still at a very 
-serious disadvantage as compared with those of the polyphase 
class. 

Three-phase working brings to the alternating current 
system the great advantage of being able to operate motors 
with a success equal to that so long realised in continuous 
current working, while the addition of the fourth, or neutral, 
conductor places the system practically on a par with three- 
wire continuous systems as regards copper. So worked, we are 
justified in asserting that alternating currents are placed 
on the same commercial basis as continuous currente, and 
if it is necessary, on account of distance, to transmit to 
distributing centres by three-phase current, the question may 
not unnaturally be asked why, for work other than street 
tramways, should the polyphase be converted into continuous 
current ab all ? 

As regards three-phase distribution, the objection may be 
raised that a multiple cable is more expensive than a triple 
concentric, but though the latter has been until recently in 
almost universal use for three-wire continuous current work, 
the serious objection to having to cut the conductors at every 
consumer’s box cannot be overlooked ; indeed, three-core 
cable is, on account of this objection, rapidly coming into 
use for continuous currents. On this count, therefore, little 
can be urged against the alternating current system. 


'To demonstrate the saving in copper due to the presence 
of the neutral wire in polyphase working is quite casy. 
When а simple three-core cable is employed, the consumer's 
service wires are for lighting purposes attached to adjacent 
conductors, but when a fourth or balancing wire is added, 
the consumer's service wires are connected between any one 
of the three principal conductors and the fourth wire. From 
this it follows that if in each case the difference of potential 
іп the consumer's premises is the same, the pressure between 
the three principal conductors can, when a neutral conductor 
is added, be increased over the pressure between them when 
there is no such conductor in the ratio of /3 tol. In 
other words, while retaining the same pressure at the con- 
sumer's terminals we can, when there is a fourth wire, raise 
the pressure on the three wires in this ratio, and seeing that 
the weight of copper is inversely as the square of the pres- 
sure for the same percentage loss, so far as the three principal 
conductors are concerned, the weight of copper is at once 
reduced to one-third. Let the neutral conductor which has 
to be added, bear the same proportion to the combined area 
of the principal conductors as in the three-wire continuous 
system, and we have the total weight of copper with neutral 
as only five-twelfths of the weight of the three-core cable, 
that is, considerably less than half. | 

The advantage of using a neutral conductor for three- 
phase distribution will then be apparent, and the only 
problem is how to best place this relatively to the principal 
conductors. It has been proposed to strand this conductor 
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Essox CABLE FOR THREE-PHASE DISTRIBUTION. 


over the three main cores after they have been laid up, but 
this considerably increases the outside diameter of the cable, 
at the same time making the jointing very difficult, while 
another proposal has been to strand the fourth conductor up 
with the other three, which arrangement is unsymmetrical 


and will throw the balance of the system out, besides making 


the outside of the cable larger than it need be. In Mr. 
W. B. Esson's cable, illustrated above, the neutral conductor 
is divided into three parts, and with regard to the principal 
conductors these are placed in the positions shown on the 
sketch, that is to say, each in the external recess formed 
between two contiguous principal conductors, so that, like 
the principal conductors, they are disposed in triangular 
form. In manufacturing the cable, the separate constituent 
conductors are laid or twisted along with the three principal 
conductors, and may or may not be separately insulated. 
If separately insulated, the covering may be less heavy than 
that of the principal conductors. The cable thus formed is 
lapped outside and lead covered in the usual way, the space 
between the conductors and the lead being packed with jute 
or other filling. "The three constituent conductors of the 
neutral wire are united at each joint box in a very simple 
manner, and one of the consumer's connections is made to 
this, and the other by an ordinary tee joint to one of the 
principal conductors. It is worthy of note that the space 
which in this cable is taken up by the fourth wire would in 


` ап ordinary three-core cable be filled by jute or other 


worming ; accordingly, it may be said that so far as the out- 
side diameter of the cable is affected the neutral wire takes 
up no room at all. | 

Amongst the advantages claimed for the cable described 
are reduction of weight, and, consequently, of cost, as com- 
pared with other three-phase cables with à neutral conductor. 
There is increased flexibility and greater facility in laying, — 
while on account of the smaller external diameter there are 


legs drums required. The manufacture of the cable is simple, 
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as all the conductors can be laid up at one operation. There 
is, owing to the disposition of the conductors, perfect elec- 
trical balance and small electrostatic capacity. There is no 
cutting of the conductors at the consumers’ service ‘boxes. 
We have no doubt, therefore, but that Mr. Esson’s invention, 
which comes along at a most opportune time, will be found 
to fill a want which would otherwise have made itself 
unpleasantly felt by engineers adopting three-phase distribu- 
tion. No instance of this as yet exists in this country so far as 
we are aware, but the important scheme which Mr. Hammond 
is carrying out at Dublin on this plan will, no doubt, be 
followed by others, especially as the manufacture of induc- 
tion motors will shortly be freed from the restrictions 
imposed by the Tesla patents. 


THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE UNDER- 
GROUND RAILWAY. | 


II. 


As instructed in their minute of May 23rd, 1900, Mr. 
Thomas Parker presented a report, dated June 9th, to the 
directors of the Metropolitan Railway, on the electrical train 
described in our last issue, and its adaptability to the haulage 
of their traffic on the Inner Circle. 

In this report he relied upon the figures given by Sir John 
Wolfe Barry and Sir William H. Preece, and attempted a 
comparison between the Underground experimental train 
and the Liverpool Overhead trains, from the working of 
which, during the previous seven years, he was able to 
possess himself of what he considered to be reliable data. 

We need not go into Mr. Parker's particulars, but will 
content ourselves by giving his conclusions from a considera- 
tion of the following features :— 

“The great dead or pounding load of 8} tons per axle of 
the motors being impracticable and ruinous to the permanent 
way, and would incur heavy maintenance costs and risks." 

* The unnecessary weight of the motor-coach of 54 tons, 
and the weight of the coaches, making up a very much 
heavier train than is necessary, thereby requiring large gene- 
rating station plant outlay, and continual energy, costs, and 
conductor installation coste to obtain the necessary accelera- 
tion." 

The concluding portion of this latter feature seems more or 
less unintelligible, but nevertheless Mr. Parker gives it as his 
opinion that the train would not be efficient or satisfactory 
for the purpose of hauling the Inner Circle traffic. 

The doctors having thus disagreed, the breach was still 
farther widened by yet another document, dated July 4th 
(** Independence Day," as the sarcastic tone in which it was 
couched clearly indicates), from Messrs. Barry and Preece on 
Mr. Parker’s report. 

They premise their remarks by stating that in the conduct 
of the experiments between Earl's Court and High Street, 
they always had in view the future working by electricity, 
not only of tlie “ Inner Circle" traffic, but also of a great 
proportion of the traffic which originates or terminates at 
suburban stations outside the Circle, and, in addition, the 
foreign, or outside railway traffic, which would, presumably, 
continue, in the first instance, to be hauled by steam loco- 
motives before coming on to, and after leaving, the 
companies’ systems. Therefore, it was necessary that 
the weight and power of the experimental motor coaches 
should be adequate to provide the requisite amount of 
adhesion for starting and hauling a train of thetype now in use. 

Mr. Parker having altogether neglected the foregoing 
vital considerations, Messrs. Barry and Preece politely intimate 
that his report possesses but little value from the practical 
standpoint of the generalintroduction of electrical traction on 
the companies’ lines as a substitute for steam power. 

They also show that the system in use on the Liverpool 
Overhead Railway would not fit in with the exigencies of 
traffic on the London Underground, and they characterise 
his comparison of the weights of the experimental and 
Liverpool trains as being altogether misleading. 

His comparision is, however, in other respects equally mis- 
leading, according to his opponents; his remarks as to the 


speed of the experimental train showing no improvement 
over the present running time of the ordinary trains are said 
to be entirely incorrect, as also are his observations as to the 
braking of heavy trains; and Mr. Parker’s bad quarter of an 
hour winds up with the point blank suggestion that his 
opinion on these points i8 not perhaps entitled to serious 
attention. | 

Generally, they make hay of Mr. Parker’s report and 
triumphantly vindicate their own position. 

Finally, the collaboration of Messrs. Barry and Preece 
comes to an end with a general report and recommendations 
to the chairmen and directors of the Metropolitan and 
Metropolitan District Railways, dated August 20th, 1900. 

Here it is stated that the working of the experimental 
train had been of the greatest value in enabling them to 
arrive at a just appreciation of the many obstacles and 
difficulties which have to be surmounted when introducing 
electric power in lieu of, or in conjunction with, steam on 
the companies’ lines, and it is also demonstrated that trains 
can be efficiently operated electrically without interruption 
of traffic or material interference with existing conditions. 

“То equip and work electrically in the first instance an 
entirely new line, such as the Central London or the Water- 
loo and City Railway, is a simple problem as compared with 
the introduction of electric traction on railways such as the 
Metropolitan and Metropolitan District.” 

There are few, we imagine, who would feel disposed to 
challenge this statement of the consulting engineers, and it 
seems to us to add weight to the award of the Board of 
Trade umpire, who has wisely decided that only a known 
and well-tried system shall be adopted by the two 
companies. 

The engineers then go exhaustively into the question of 
rolling stock, and recommend as a preliminary measure for 
handling traffic electrically:— —— 

1. The provision of a suitable number of locomotives for 
operating other than Circle trains; and 

2. The provision of two or more complete new trains on 
the multiple-unit system for work on the “ Inner Circle." 

There is now no need to enter into particulars as to the 
type of locomotive proposed, or to dilate upon the second 
recommendation ; suffice it to say, that the idea was for the 
existing trains on the “Inner Circle" to be gradually 
replaced, as opportunity arose, by the new stock adapted to 
the multiple-unit system, the principal advantages of which, 
as compared with haulage by electric locomotives, are 
enumerated as follows :— 

1. Decreased axle loads, resulting in decreased expenditure 
in maintenance and renewals of permanent way, and less 
vibration ; 

2. A greater proportion of weight is available for adhesion, 
and consequently increased acceleration in starting traius is 
obtained ; | 

3. Increased * mobility " of trains, or, more precisely, of 
each section of a train, so that the length of trains can he 
regulated to suit traffic requirements; in other words, 
separate trains can, if desired, be connected together at 
junctions, and proceed as one, and «ice versa. — | 

For the arrangement of conductors, three alternatives were 
possible :— 

]. Between the track rails. 

2. Outside the track rails, as tentatively adopted at Earl's 
Court. 

3. Overhead. | 

After pointing out at length the advantages and disad- 


vantages of the three methods, the engineers plumped for 


the “ overhead,” if the difficulties attendant upon its adop- 
tion could be surmounted. 

On the “ generating station” part of the report we give 
only what the engineers take to be the main points for careful 
consideration in selecting sites :— 

1. A central position, having regard to the system to be 
operated electrically. . 

2. An abundant water supply for condensing purposes. 

9. Facilities for the supply of coal and the removal of 
ashes. 

4. The selection of a manufacturing district where the 
presence of a generating station would not be objectionable. 

The conclusion at which the experts arrive from the ex- 
perimental train, and as the results of practical trials in 
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America and elsewhere, is that the net resulting benefits to 
the companies which would follow from the introduction of 
electrical traction are so considerable, as to make it clear 
that the change should not be delaged. 

But the two companies came to a deadlock over the 
system to be jointly adopted, and now, some year and a half 
after Messrs. Barry and Preece gave their advice, they have 
been forced to make a beginning upon work which might by 
now have been almost completed. As it is, the long-suffering 
Underground travelling public must rest content to wait two 
long years at least before they can enjoy the benefits of 
greater speed and comfort, and the shareholders a like period 
before the advent of heavier trains with increased carrying 
capacity, additional receipts, and reduced working expenses 
per train mile will swell their dividends. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Towns and their Systems of Electricity Supply. 


It is a long time since I noticed that most of those towns 
having names ending in * Chester" have continuous cur- 
rent stations; Chester“ is, аз we know, derived from 
* Castra," meaning camp. So these towns from the 
earliest times were rather congested, and as one should 
expect, have adopted the continuous current system, as is the 
case in the following towns :—Chester, Manchester, Col- 
chester, Winchester, Gloucester and Lancaster. 

Lately, I have examined a list of central stations, and 
noticed that most of those ending in “ ford" have also con- 
tinuous current stations. The termination * ford" implies 
that they originally sprang up at places where the rivers 
were fordable. The ford constituted itself the natural centre 
of the town, and as time went on the town grew around it. 

On the other hand, those towns situated at the mouth of 
rivers, as the termination * mouth" implies, are more 
scattered, owing to the river being wide. In these cases the 
river has constituted itself as a neutral axis, tending rather 
to spread the town over wide areas; so that in most cases 
the alternate current system has been adopted. 

The following lists of towns support these theories, for it 


must be admitted that they constitute in themselves some- . 


thing more than a coincidence :— 


Continuous Current Stations. Alternating Current Stations. 


Bradford. Bournemouth. 
Hereford. Lynmouth. 
Guildford. Monmouth. 
Ilford. Plymouth. 
Oxford. Portsmouth. 
Salford. Tynemouth. 
Stafford. Yarmouth. 
Thetford. 


| Valentine Ryan. 
Dublin, January 2nd, 1902. 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


In reply to Mr. Abraham, I regret to say that, though 
present during the tests. referred to, I had no authority 
whatever to interfere with the arrangements of the operators, 
whose objects have always been, and ever will be, I fear, a 
source of considerable perplexity to me, and, possibly, to 
themselves also. 

With reference to meter testing, it would be out of place 
here were I, within the limits of a small letter, to enter with 
any pretence to details upon a subject at once so comprehen- 
sive and important. I am, however, acquainted with the 
methods usually adopted in meter tests. Briefly these are: 
The running (or otherwise) on shunt test, and the + and 
— tests with graded loads. These are, as Mr. Abraham 
properly pointed out, conducted with current obtained from 
independent sccondary cells operating through a circuit made 
up of balances, potentiometers, or dynamometers, or any 
combination thereof, and variable and sensitive resistances. 
There are, however, other tests favoured of engineers, and 
held by them to be the most important of the lot, inasmuch as 
by them meters are tested under their actual working condi- 
tions—constantly varying loads. By their adoption many a 
meter, satisfactory upon a constant and graded load, has either 


been shelved for repairs by the makers' inspector, or has 
been consigned to the bosom of its fathers. І refer to the 
“standard and master meter” tests, which are specially 
applicable to the purposes mentioned in the article. 

In conclusion, I beg to take this opportunity of thanking 
Mr. Abraham for the kindly terms of his criticism, and also 
for his courteous consideration in the past of 


7 The Writer of the Article. 
Wigan Electricity Works, 


January 4th, 1902. 


Overhead v. Underground Wires. 


You were good enough in a recent issue to notice my 
paper on ** Recent Electric Tramway Practice in the British 
Isles," read before the University College Engineering 
Society, London, on November 29th, 1901, and as the 
question of dangers arising to the public, due to telegraph 
and telephones wires, and also of the interruption of traffic 
all over the country, has been brought to the notice of the 
public of late, the following extract may be of interest :— 

It seems to the author that the time has come when telephone 
and telegraph wires should be laid underground in all our towns, 
if only to ensure regular telephone and telegraph services, apart 
from the danger they cause to the new neceseity of electric tram- 
cars. However, as it is mostly impossible to get the telephone 
wires removed, it is essential to attempt to safeguard the trolley 


wire. The best arrangements are probably those stated by the latest 
regulations issued by the Post Office authorities. 


These regulations were then described, and, in conclusion, 
the author summed up as follows :— 

It is a great pity that it should be necessary for tramway com- 
panies to have to protect themselves from falling telegraph and 
telephone wires. It would seem to the author more satisfactory if 
the authorities compelled telephone wires to be put underground 
where they cross or run parallel with overhead tramway lines. It 
will have to be done sooner or later; why not, therefore, do it at 
the outset, instead of attempting to make inadequate provision 


against this danger. 
P. Т. J. Estler. 


The Carriage of Goods by Tram and their Delivery. 


May I venture to suggest through your columns how the 
electric tramway companies of the present age might greatly 
increase their finances and besides supply a want. 

At present the delivery of parcels is somewhat slow, and 
even telephoning to a post office does not always produce a 
messenger as quickly as might be desired, so why should not 
the tramcar conductors be authorised (like the Globe 
Express Delivery Company, or for that matter like any 
other van delivery company) to accept parcels of such 
weight and size as the company might deem proper and 
deliver them at houses, &c., passed by the cars. Of course 
there would have to be a uniform charge payable by the 
consignor at the time of his consigning his parcel to the 
conductor, and in the event of such parcel being incapable of 
delivery by reason of the non-existence or departure of the 
consignee, the parcel would be handed in at the nearest . 
police station to be dealt with as lost property, unless the 
sender was ascertainable either from some label outside or 
from some document inside the parcel in question. 

Then, too, some regulation would have to be made even 
as railway companies now make anent the carriage of cycles 
to the effect that all parcels, &c., were conveyed at the 
sender's risk, and that the tramway company in no case 
hold itself responsible for goods of greater value, say, 


than £10. 
H. 


Electric Equipments and their Maintenance. 


I am much obliged to your correspondent for noting one 
or two points in my paper which I left rather uncertain in 
the proof copy, though enlarging on them at the time of 
reading. 

First, with regard to single-truck cars and the rough 
usage they have to stand. The fault lies mainly with the 
track, especially at points and bits of special work. If 
points are laid smoothly, a single-truck car can take them 
smoothly, and it will ride well over good track. Ought not 
your correspondent rather to pray for the day when track 
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will not only be laid properly to gauge, with good joints 
and smooth curves, but will be kept in first-class running 
order as well ? 

The lateral movement of the Brill truck is not trouble- 
some at, speeds ordinarily attained in urban work, when both 
track and wheels are to gauge; but it indicates well when 
the work is getting beyond the powers of a single-truck car. 
The evils of the long overhang of car bodies can practically 
be cured by fitting cantilever extensions. These will not 
help sagging platforms, however, which are caused, ав was 
pointed out in the Review of December 13th, by the action 
of the hand-brake, which is like “stringing a bow, the 
wretched car body being the part bent." Here, again, it is 
not the principle of the thing which is at fault, but the 
means of applying the power. The sooner that the old 
direct pull is abolished, and one of the many methods of 
simple gearing adopted, the better. 

The intermittent flow sand valve is only preferred to con- 
tinuous flow ones which will stick open. In the second line 
of the paragraph on “ Sand Gear,” I said “ what is required 
is а сопз!ат stream of sand, directed to the proper place." 
The later part of the sentence is quite as important as the 
former, and generally the more neglected. The central 
position for the sand pedal is only wanted for the inter- 
mittent flow type, not for the continuous, the object being 
to prevent the motorman locking the brake under any circum- 
stances when the car is in motion. The coefficient of friction 
between brake-block and wheel rises as the speed decreases, 
so that, for a quick stop, it is absolutely essential for the 
motorman to keep the brake bandle in his hand and ease 
the pressure from time to time till the car is at a standstill. 
To do this, it is necessary that his weight should be con- 
tinuously on his right foot, and he cannot work the sand 
satisfactorily with that foot as well. If the motormen are 
allowed to lock the brake, it will be not hard enough on at 
high speeds, and too hard on at low speeds, the wheels 
skidding—a loss of efficiency in both cases. 

Even in descending a long grade at a steady pace the brake 
should nct be locked, but eased right off occasionally, so that 
if the whccls have been picked up by any chance, they are 
allowed to revolve again before any harm is done. The foot- 
ratchet is responsible for more flat wheels and runaways, and 
collisions ‘also, than anything else, excepting only the 
motorman. з 

The use of the rheostatic brake, even in conjunction with 
another brake, cannot be recommended. If the other brake 
is a slipper brake, it is unnecessary, for a slipper brake can 
very well look after a car by itself; and it will only be in 
use in hilly districts, which are the very places where you 
wish to save resistances and motors most. The hand brake 
is altogether out of the question, for to use two brakes on the 
wheels, both of which depend on the rotation of the wheels 
for their efficiency, is dangerous. 


The question of a satisfactory trolley head is practically a. 


question of satisfactory overhead work. If the curves are 
smoothly constructed, with plenty of pull-offs, a definite 
path given to the trolley through frogs and crossings, and 
long fingers put to these, so that the wheel has time to 
steady itself after its sudden jump on to a larger 
diameter, the existing types of trolley head will do. The 
standard should be something like this—that the car should 
be able to round a curve of 35 ft. radius at six miles an 
hour without anyone looking after the trolley. This is not 
by any means impossible, but it can only be attained by 
careful construction, and by examination of the ears, «c., 
occasionally, to make sure that they are smooth, for a very 
small rag can throw a trolley off. For keeping the trolley 
head itself in good order, there is, as your correspondent 
points out, nothing equal to the nightly oil can. 
add that the check on the trolley standard to limit the 
extreme rise of the head should be adjustable. 

I have no preference for the Walker method of cutting 
out a motor. I mentioned it as being the simplest. The 
gain of another resistance notch is well worth a slight extra 
complication inside the controller. 

One other plea—let the resistances be put under the seats, 
especially if the car runs in a district where salt is used to 
getrid of snow. Everything is then dry and out of harm’s way. 
If the resistances heat up, from being used for braking, a 
sheet of asbestos will save the seat, The heated air is 


Let me 


useful in winter inside the car, and in summer can be con- 
ducted out by an extractor through the double casement fer 
the sliding door. 


A. W. Wigram. 
Sunderland, January 6th, 1902. 


The Tramway Junction at Sheffield. 


I read Messrs, Askham’s letter in your issue of December 
27th, and “ Electric's” in January 3rd, during which time 
I had an opportunity of perusing the original article in your 
issue of December 13th. From my knowledge of the junction 
in question, I think Messrs, Askham are quite justified in 
their statement. 

The junction was not designed to obtain the best resulta 
in the first instance, and the road was not altered to suit 
the tramway; a junction was added which was never used, 
and this crippled the free running of the cars, making the 
curves too sharp and the leads too short. This has now 
been abolished, but I suppose the points and crossings are 
to blame for this from “ Electric's” view. 

The points and crossings did splendid service under the 
undue strains thrown upon them, and were not faulty; they 
would have lasted a very long time had they not been taken 
up to reconstruct the lines, and Messrs. Askham could have 
Claimed years of life for them. 

I have watched cars take this curve, and regularly saw 
them run off the rails (not the points and crossings) ; this 
was because the outer rail was too low, and frequently from 
broken wheels which caused serious damage to the permanent 
way. I have since seen the new junction, which I observe 
is already showing signs of wear, and find that the road 
has been raised und generally altered to assist the present 
work, in addition to which the absence of the junction 
referred to has made a great difference. 

I have for many years had to do with tramways using 
Messrs. Askham’s work, and I am quite sure that if the line 
had been properly designed at first, the credit now claimed 
by another maker would have been theirs. 

The two junctions cannot be compared together, as every- 
thing is now done to make the junction work easily, expense 
being apparently no object. Had the original junction been 
laid with manganese steel, it would have been taken up in 
the same manner, and possibly earlier. The other portion 
of ©“ Electric’s”’ letter is irrelevant, and the meaning of his 
remarks vague. 

A Tramway Engineer. 


І was much amused to read. Electric's " letter in your 
issue of January 3rd; it is another example of the ** Three 
Tailors of Tooley Street." 

* We engineers," I wonder which class he is alluding to, 
but no doubt anyone would be proud to welcome the new 
acquisition, judging by his testimonial. “ І do not know 
another place like it," and because he does not know he pre- 
sumes no one else does. His origin might be traced by the 
jealousy (expressed in his third paragraph) of a firm which 
has supplied more tramway work throughout England than 


all the other English makers. 


Perhaps when Electric“ has had more experience he 
will not beso desirous to translate inaccurately other people's 
letters. 

n B. B. 

In our letter of December 18th we stated a fact, which 
* Electric " in your issue of the 3rd inet. entirely ignores, 
but distorts our letter and makes statements which can only 
be made under the shield of anonymous correspondence. 


Askham Bros. & Wilson, Limited, 
| Partie W. ASKHAM, Managing Director. 
Sheffield, January 61h, 1902. 


- ә 4 


„ә * 


S "lí Fire Insurance. 

May I bring to-the not:cb.àf. vonr readers the fact that, 
in most fire insurance policies, there is what is known as an 
* Average Clause," the wording of which is very complicated ; 
but the exact legal meaning is, that if a man insures half 
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the value of his stock or premises and a fire occurs, the com- 
pany will only pay half the value of the ascertained loss ; 
thus, if a man had stock to the value of £4,000, and he had 
only insured for £2,000, and he had £1 „000 worth of 
damage through fire, the insurance companies would only 
pay him £500. 

Believing that this is a most iniquitous clause, and not 
generally understood, I take the liberty of sending you the 
above letter. 

It is also a fact that in London the fire insurance pre- 
miums have been increased from 400 to 500 per cent. more 
than they were six or seven years ago. 

Seeing that the companies are, many of them, if not all 
of them, still paying 20 per cent. and more on their paid-up 
capital, it seems that the only way to bring them to reason, 
both in their charges and conditions, is for the general body 
of ratepayers to insist on municipal insurance; this plan 
has been adopted in several places with very great success 
and immense saving to the pockets of insurers. 

I enclose my card as a proof of good faith, but not for 
publication. | 

A Sufferer from Fire Insurance Rapacity. 


BUSINESS. NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEEK ENDING JAN. 8TH, 1901. : WIE BNDING JAN. 7TH, 1902. 


Adelaide .. T Value £82 Adelaide. Teleg. mat. .. Value £79 
Alexandria .. 20 Alexandria .. А “% .. 707 


Amsterdam .. Sar а ae 90 Amsterdam. ees "s ss 45 
Azores Sé T ба és 20 Bangkok  .. 855 se .. 110 
ii Teleg. cable s ee 4,950 Bombay $4 5% ss ке 44 
Boca. 'CTeleg. mat. se^ 819 i" Teleg. mat. .. ss 63 
Bombay  .. e „ 197 Brisbane. Teleg. mat... . 156 
Teleg. wire э» 46 | Calcutta  .. ы» .. 2,188 

Buenos Ayres i 2s . . 889 | i Teleg. mat, - . 194 
<a Teleg. mat. .. 1,743 Canada (rid the oh . 145 

^» Teleg. wire . 204 Cape Town. à .. 193 
Calcutta  .. ee we ... 618 Colombo se s „„ 217 
Cape Town.. оа T" . 528 Durban с "m ne ee 690 
Chinde wi "T „> 39 East London ЗР vs .. 494 
Colombo э 8 5 i 85 » Teleg. wire .. 485 
Durban „ 518 Fremantle .. s ss . 154 
Kast London. Teleg. mut. 449 50 Teleg. mat... oe 81 
Hamburg .. .. 244 Genoa ee ux is 5% 85 
7 Teleg. mat. .. 1,100 Gibraltar. $58 vs se 45 
Hong Kong.. vs we .. 110 $5 1 buoys wa, 125 
Lyttleton .. Ps "à v» 81 Hobart v «vc 278 
Mauritius .. wx n7 Kobe. Elec. "cable ais . . 1,502 
i Teleg. wire .. 1,200 Lyttleton ., è ae vá 30 
Moj gs oe .. 160 Madras өзә wa és . 840 
Port Elizabeth . - 27 Melbourne .. s ага oe 655 
ht. Helena. Teleg. mat. .. 1,946 Perth. soi e ee 60 
Shanghai а ЗА . . 118 Port E lizabeth ss 22 . 118 
Singapore .. ee se - 57 Rangoon... os s 16 
Sydney oe ese = .. 2,042 Rio Grande do Sul ` s kx 48 
T ic a es T . 1,67 Rio de Janeiro .. we 81 
Trinidad  .. ee vs 20 |. Rotterdam. Teleg. wire ss 40 
Wellington. . 724 St. Petersburg v sè ee 25 
ү Teleg. mnt, . . 1,241 Bantos. Teleg. mat. .. 139 
Shanghai “ә - .. 148 

Singapore .. T - oe 37 

Sydney T sa P .. 510 

Tokio 8 x5 ex .. 80 

Trinidad асв a ix 26 

Valparaiso .. e" 60 

Wellington. Teleg. mat. .. 550 

Yokohama .. .. 8,69 

Я EM Teleg. mat. . we са 98 

Total T £21,700 Total £14,540 


„Ark“ Lamps.—Messrs. Johnson & Phillips have drawn 
our attention to the fact that one of the cardinal features of their 
„Ark“ lamp is that it is made to work on all circuits, alternating 
or direct. current, parallel or series, with but slight change, so that 
the central station engineer contemplating changing over can do so 
with greater serenity, since he is not faced with the scrapping of old 
lamps. 


Automatic Lift Controllers,—With regard to the 
automatic lift controllers made by the Automatic Switch Company, 
of New York, the G.E. Company (1900), Limited, have received a 
letter from this company drawing attention toa suit recently insti- 
tuted by them against the Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Company 
in the U.S. Circuit Court, Southern District of New York, for in- 
fringement of their Patent No. 499,769, dated Junc 20th, 1893. It 
is said that the infringing device is embodicd in all of the solenoid 
{уре automatic motor starters manufactured and sold by the Cutler- 
Hammer Manufacturing Company, and equipped with a cut-out 
for the introduction of та ja-the їл оўой} df the 
solenoid. > 6 7 2 2 . е 


Books Received.—" The’ Fit Siefnceting, Index, .1896— 
1900." Edited by Henry Harisons plee, Вг. ahd J. RAM © CQutz. 
New York and London: I. uv leg tint, 19001. 308. 

“High Speed Steam Emgihés," By’ orris and B. H. Morgan. 
Second edition, 1902. London: P. S. King & Son. 10s. 6d. net. 

Ө Meteorological Observations made at the Adelaide Observatory 
and Other Places in South Australia and the Northern Territory 


during the Year 1898, under the Direction of Charles Todd, 
K.C.M.G.,F.R.S." Adelaide: By Authority. 1901. 

" Simple Electrical Working Models,” by P. Marshall. London: 
Dawbarn & Ward, Limited. 6d. net. 


Damages for Shock.—4A linesman named Wallage has 
just been awarded £175 damages under the Employers' Liability 
Act, 1880, against Mr. F. H. Rippon, electrical engineer, of Exeter. 
While engaged fitting up the Co-operative Stores last September, 
defendant ordered plaintiff to cut an electric wire which led into 
the premises. "This he attempted to do with a pair of pliers, but as 
the fuse was not disconnected from the wire, he received a severe 
shock which had left, according to the medical evidence, severe 


injuries to his system. Defendant said that he told Wallage to take 


out the fuse; he denied that he told plaintiff that the wire was 
all right. 


Calendars and Catalogues.—Messrs. W. Н. Willcox 
and Co., Limited, have sent us one of their 1902 Date Remembrancers 
with monthly sheets. 

A handsome perpetual wall calendar comes to hand from the 
Glacier Anti-Friction Metal Company, Limited, of 91, Qucen 
Victoria Street, E.C. The company have published a small 
pamphlet giving a fewtests and reports on their metal for 
lining the bearings of engines, dynamos, tramcars, &c. 

A calendar and several lists of Willesden rot-proof roofing canvas 
have come to hand from the Willesden Paper and Canvas Works, 
Limited, of Willesden Junction, N.W. 

Mr. C. E. Schlimper, of Colchester, has brought ‘out a new cata- 
logue of the “ Reliance" donkey pump. 

The General Electric Company (1900), Limited, is sending out 
circulars drawing attention to the “ Robertson lamp" for use in 
coronation illuminations. 

Mr. F. Winter, of 8, Redcross Strect, E.C., sends us a copy of 
the new price list of the Hamburg India-Rubber Comb Company’s 
ebonite (vulcanite) sheets, rods and tubes. 

Messrs. Fraser & Chalmers, Limited, of Threadneedle Street, 
E.C., have placed before us an illustrated pamphlet describing the 
Reidler air and gas compressors and blowing engines. 

The G.E.C. (1900), Limited, have brought out a new list in which 
they detail their telephone apparatus, &c, for electric traction 
systems. These include feeder pillar telephones, pole-fitting and 
sub-station instruments, portable and central station telephones, 
and street telephone posts. 

Messrs. T. Dolton & Sons are sending out to their friends a handy 
* Record" diary for 1902. It has memoranda space for each day, 
and a separate cash account section for the different months. 

Messrs. James Armstrong & Co., Limited, of 116, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C., have issued an illustrated catalogue and price list of 
their Midget and reservoir steam traps, also of the International 
automatic injector, water alarms, water heaters, and oil lubricating 

umps. 
Я The Simplex Steel Conduit Company have issued a handy 
calendar which promises to adorn many an office wall for years to 
come. 

A circular describing their water softening ‘and purifying appa- 
ratus comes to hand from the Desrumaux” Automatic Water 
Softener and Purifier, Limited, of Bradford and London. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—The Pioneer Electric 
Light and Power Company, of China, is winding-up voluntarily. 
Liquidator, Mr. R. W. Blackburn, 35, New Broad Street, E.C. 

The first meeting of creditors and contributories in re Harry South 
and Co. are to be held on January 14th. 


Electric Railway Lifts.—We understand that when 
the Central] London Railway Company recently required some 
additional lifts, they asked both British and American manufacturers 
to tender. We are pleased to learn that a British firm, Messrs. R. 
Waygood & Co., Limited, have been successful in carrying off the 
contract. It will be remembered that the former lifts for this rail- 
way were of American make. We stated a few weeks ago that 
British manufaciurera are also supplying the lifts for the Grent 
Northern & City Railway and the City and South London Railway. 


Electrical Effects at Pantomimes.— The elaborate 
electrical effects in the grent fan scene in the Drury Lane Panto- 
mime arc installed on the E.L.B. system. Several thousand lamps 
are used nightly. The same system has also been applied for Mr. 
Moss's large Cinderella“ pantomime at Liverpool. 


Electricity for Mines Drainage.—At the monthly 
meeting of the South Staffordshire Mines Drainage Commissioners 
оп Wednesday in last week, the chairman (Colonel Cochrane) stated 
that they had been patiently waiting for the Midland Electric Cor- 
poration to lay their mains in the Commissioner's district, so that 
they could put down electrical pumps, and that they were now in 
communication with that company as to terms. In reply to a 
question by Sir B. Hingley as to how the sum of £8,644 had been 
spent on new works, Mr. Marten (surface works engincer) said 
that a large amount had been spent in anticipatory provision of 
25 electrical pumps, for which they were quite ready. 


Electricity Tariffs.—Mr. S. Jevons, of Minories, 
Birmingham, writes as follows:—'' My attention has been drawn 
to your leaderetteon the above subject in yourissueof December 27th, 
and it occurred to me that you might be interested to know that I 
have already supplied quite a number of my automatic time 
switches for the purposes mentioned, namely, that of switching in 
and out of circuit, respectively, high and low-rate reading meters 
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during certain hours of the day. Your remarks might suggest that 
tbe application of time switches is still to be adapted for the 
purpose mentioned. It might be of use to some of your readers to 
know that the thing is an accomplished fact, and that it can be 


applied forthwith, if they desire to try it. I am at the present time 


dealing with automatic time switches, as above mentioned, for 
capacities up to 250 amperes." 


Expanding Pulley.—Mr. A. Lyford, of Loftus Works, 


Shepherd's Bush, has sent us a specification of an ingenious expand- 
ing pulley which he has devised, in which the rim consists of a 
number of segments with guides sliding in radial «lots in two discs. 
The alternate segments are slightly overlapped by those on either 
side at maximum expansion, while when the pulley is contracted to 
the utmost the former are entirely covered up by the latter, whose 
edges then meet. Tbe diameter is varied by means of linke 
attached to the guides and to sliding collars on the shaft, and by 
suitably coupling the collars of the driving and driven pulleys by 
means of levers, worked by right and left screws, a contihuous 
variation of speed can be obtained. Apart from the objections 
which always attach to pulleys, &c., built up of many loose parts, the 
device is open to the criticism that the surface of the pulley cannot 
remain truly cylindrical for all diameters; it consists, in fact, of a 
succession of elevations and depressions, with the result that therc 
would probably be a good deal of noise and vibration with a belt 
running at high speeds. For some special purposes, however—-and 
' such devices are only used for special purposes—this pulley may be 
found very useful. 


Geipel & Lange.—Messrs. Geipel & Lange inform us 
that their business during 1901 was the largest on record. The 
orders for Geipel's patent steam traps have fhown a steady increase, 
and there are now 25,000 of these traps in use all over the world. 
A new form of separator has been recently introduced to meet the 
requirements of the higher steam pressures now in vogue. The 
installation department has been engaged upon a number of im- 
portant works, mostly of the three-phase “ Brown-Boveri " system, 
for which they hold the agency for the South of England. Amongst 
others, may be mentioned a 500-н.р. direct driven set which they 
bave supplied to the Burton Corporation for the extension of their 
power station; a similar set on the three-phase system for the 
extension of the Patent Shaft and Axletree Company’s works at 
Wednesbury, and a 400 н.р. set for the Bristol Wagon and Carriage 
Works Company. They have also been engaged upon a number of 
country and town houses. The business in Ward-Leonard ” 
rheostate, motor starters and circuit breakers (for which they hold 
the European agency) has increased very rapidly, the apparatus 
being used by almost every motor manufacturer in this country. As 
an example of this business, Messrs. Geipel & Lange mention that 
something like 2,000 different articles of this apparatus are kept in 
stock in London ready for ihe requirements of their customors. 
The Vulcan electricity meter has met with much appreciation, 
and is already being extensively adopted by municipal electricity 
supply works, and the Vulcan pre-payment meter is also being 
largely used, more especially in combination with free wiring. 


Hospital Installation.—The new Maida Vale Hospital 
for Epilepsy and Paralysis is to be fitted throughout with the latest 
improvements in electric light and inter-communication telephones; 
also with the most recent appliances for faradisation, galvanisntion 
and electrolysis, and ophthalmoscopic purposes. The installation 
wil be provided with the newest form of electric baths; and 
when completed the hospital will be one of the finest of its particular 
kind in the kingdom. The whole work is being designed and 
carried out by Messrs. Duncan Watson & Co., of Charing Cross Road, 
W.C., who are making a speciality of hospital work. 


Motor Car Measuring Instruments.—The accompany- 
ing figure illustrates an instrument especially designed for motor car 


NALOER BROS 
K THOMPSON t 
LONOON: 


work by Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Thompson, Limited, to meet the 
demand for a light, compact ammeter and voltmeter. It consists 
practically of two permanent-magnet  moving.coil instruments 


having а ‘common magnet, thus having the advantage of 
two scales and pointers, but only the weight of one instrument. 
The voltmeter can be arranged with either an even or opened 
ecale, as desired, and the ammeter with its zero at the side, 
or in the centre if it be required for charging accumulators. The 
instruments are specially dead-beat, and are arranged in one case, 
which is of aluminium. Terminals can be provided at the side or 
back, as found convenient. 


Petroleum-Spirit Motor and Dynamo.— The suc- 
cess of their motors has led Messrs. De Dion, Bouton & Co., of 
Puteaux (Seine), to extend their use, and at the- recent Salon 
d'Automobiles, in Paris, they exhibited a small and compact electric 
lighting set, consisting of a petroleum-spirit motor and dynamo 
mounted on the same bedplate. 'The set is made in several sizes. 
The 3-H.P. motor is connected to a dynamo giving, at a speed of 
1,350 revolutions per minute, 15 amperes at 110 volts; a 4-H Р. and 
а 6-H.P. set (30 amperes at 110 volts) are also made. A feature of 
the plant is the provision of an electric regulator which maintains 
constant the E.M.F. of the dynamo at any load. Taking the 4-H. P. 
set the consumption of petrol is about two litres per hour. This 
with petrol at 34d. per litre brings the cost of fuel for running a 
10-с.Р. lamp to only ,',d. per hour. In addition to lighting, the 
set is recommended by the makers as being specially suitable for 
charging the accumulators of electric motor cars. 


Rating Appeal.—The Chatham, Rochester and District 
Electric Lighting Company have appealed against the rating of 
their mains by the Guardians and Trustees of St. Nicholas, 
Rochester. The application has been adjourned until February 
17th. 


Smoking Concert.—On 3rd inst. the staff of Messrs, 
Veritys, Limited, Manchester, held a dinner, followed by a smoking 
concert, at the Falstaff Hotel, Manchester. The manager, Mr. M. B. 
Cotterell, presided. This was the first of these gatherings, and its 
success was such that the function is now to become an annual affair. 


. Mr. Cotterell said that when he took over the management less than 


three years ago the staff consisted of nine members; the number 
now was between 30 and 40, 


Trade Announcements,—Mr. T. Bernard Hall an- 
nounces that he has taken into partnership Mr. Laurence A. Jones, 
who was for some years his principalassistant, and who, during the 
last three years, has been engaged in Westminster upon importaut 
works. The business hitherto carried on by Mr. Hall will, in future, 
be continued under the style of T. Bernard Hall & Jones," at 119, 
Colmore Road, Birmingham. 

Mr. E. A. Gilles, who bas for some time represented the Sun 
Electrical Company, Limited, has now joined the Impcrial Electric 
Supplies, Limited, of London. 


What the British Consuls Have to Say.—7/e 
Electric Works of W'ürtemberg.—Dr. Frederick Rose, his Majesty's 
Consul at Stuttgart, in his latest report, states that the general aud 
severe depression under which almost allthe electro-technical works 
in Germany are suffering at present, has not affected Würtembery 
to any grave extent. The large establishments at Cannstatt, 
Esslingen, and Stuttgart, during the year 1900 and pant of 1901, 
were well occupied, and only in a few cases werc some works com- 
pelled to limit their production. The export of electric macbinery 
to South Africa and China is said to have languished on account of 
the wars. Other countries to which electric machinery is exported 
from the Würtembeig district are Sweden, Norway, Belgium, 
Holland, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Austria-Hungary, and 
Russia. 

The Stuttgart Electric Works during 1900, Dr. Rose reports, 
increused the number of lamps used by 28 per cent., compared to 
1899. These works, he states, have been enlarged by the utilisation, 


of the water-power of the Neckar at Marbach, where four new 


turbines have been erected, each of 300 н.р. In addition to these, « 
new dynamo of 1,000 н.р. was added to the already existing 
machines at Stuttgart. 


Window Lighting.— The following letter, which recently 
appeared in the J/raper's Mecord, is worth noting by contractors :— 
„How windows should be lighted is a matter of grave consideration, 
especially in the winter time. Electric lighting has opened up 
great possibilities in this direction. We may, however, have too 
much of a good thing. The many miserable failures in this direction 
аге plainly to be seen in most large towns. Occasionally one drops 
across a success. A window secn recently was lighted solely by 
electricity at the top. Shades are so arranged as to cast down a 
Но :d of light on the goods in the window below. Instead of casting 
a flood of light on to the footpath, the lights nearest to plate-glass 
front are shaded so as to throw the light inside, and right on to the 
goods. Thisis a great comfort to the window gazer—oft-times a 
customer. Instead of the eyes being dazzled with the light, they 
can look comfortably on the stock displayed in the window. The 
goods stand out boldly, and can be surveyed like a shaded picture. 
Another tradesman favours the lights being at the bottom of the 
window, nearest the glass, and shaded so as to throw the light up- 
wards. In this case also the lights are chaded at the front, so that 
the shaded glare falls on the goods, and not on the eyes of the on- 
looker. Some shops I have seen lately, especially the mantle shops, 
are one garish blaze of electric light, unshaded, or nearly so. These 
are pronounced successes where glare is wanted, but they are cad 
failures often as a means of selling the articles on view. People 
not accustomed to the new light cannot bear the unshaded glare, 
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and so the object of the tradesman is not attained. Experts in these 
matters should be consu ted. Ifthe result is not successful another 
system of arranging the lights should be tried." It is an un- 


questionable fact that, even nowadays, far too little consideration is 


given to effective lighting—not only of windows, but of rooms and 
streets. 


The Charing Cross Co. Summoned.—At Guildhall, on 
3rd inst., before Mr. Alderman Crosby, the Charing Cross and Strand 
Electricity Supply Corporation, was summoned at the instanceof Mr. 
Е. Woodthorpe, district surveyor for the northern division of the 
City, for having commenced to execute certain works without pre- 
viously serving the notice required by the London Building Act, 
1894. Mr. Shiress Will, K.C , appeared for the defendant company. 
From the Times report of the case, it appears that Mr. Woodthorpe 
said his complaint was that the company had failed to give him 
notice of the construction of a chamber at the corner of Bishops- 
gate Street and Wormwood Street underground. The chamber was 
enclosed within a 9-in. wall. He considered it unsafe to the public 
through certain defects, which he had pointed out to the foreman of 
the works. Since the issue of the summons the foreman had told 
him that the necessary alterations had been made. Mr. Will said 
he was not there to dispute facts, but to raise a point of law. He 
submitted that the special powers under which this electric lighting 
company carried on its works excluded it from the provisions of the 
Building Act. All their works were carried on strictly under the 
supervision of the local authority, and, on the dispute arising, 
appeal was made to the Board of Trade. Plans had to be sub- 
mitted and passed, and therefore the safety of the public was 
assured. The local authority in this case, he. contended, was the 
Corporation, and its officer was Mr. Ross, the engineer. The district 
surveyor, therefore, had no jurisdiction. Mr. W. Н. Patchell, chief 
engineer to the defendant company, was called, and said that, in 
connection with the construction of power boxes, plans were always 
submitted to the local authorities. In this case such plans had been 
submitted to and approved by Mr. Ross. There was absolutely no 
dangey to the public, as these boxes were erected under the super- 
vision of the localauthority. The Alderman said the matter was 
an important one, and adjourned the summons in order to consider 
his decision. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ashton-under-Lyne,—Since Mr. Neville Applebee took 
charge of the clectricity works several changes bave been made. It 
will be remembered that Mr. Hammond reported on the works 
some time ago, and recommended alterations at a cost of £5,000. 
Two generating sets of 250 н.р. each—half the size of the existing 
sets—are being installed, and the ejector-condensers are to be 
replaced by a surface condenser. No steam was obtained from the 
destructor boilers until last summer, but Mr. Applebce is now 
carrying out alterations which are expected to result in an 
important aid from this source. The consumption of coal, which 
cost £4,000 last year, and led to a loss of £900, has also been 
materially reduced. A change of voltage not often met with is 
about to be undertaken—viz., from 200 to 240 volts. Seeing that 
the generators are used alternatively for lighting and traction they 
are obviously suitable for the higher lighting pressure without 
modification, and wilk probably work better with the stronger 

field; it is difficult, indeed, to understand why the voltage was not 
. fixed at 240 in the first instance. The lamp connection is steadily 
increasing, and it is confidently anticipated that a balance on the 
right side will be shown at the end of the current financial year. 


Belfast.—The Gas and Electric Committee has decided 
to supply electrical energy for power purposes,to any consumer 
taking current for not less than 20 hours per day for five daysa week 
to the extent of atleast balf his maximum demand, at the rate of 
1d. per unit. г 


Bristol.— The County Council of Somerset has resolved 
to oppose the Bill of the Bristol City Council, in order to safeguard 
the interests of the parishes in which the Corporation is applying 
for powers to supply electricity. 


Cardiff.—The Parliamentary Committee will oppose the 
South Wales Electric Power Distribution Bill unless the promoters 
agrec to except Cardiff from the scope of its operations. 


Chester-le-Street.— The R.D.C. has consented to the 
County of Durham Electrical Distribution Company applying for 
& prov. order for the lighting of the district with electricity. 


Durham.— On Saturday last many of the establishments 
in Durham city were lighted up for the first Ише by electricity, 
which is supplied by the County of Durham Electrical Distribution 
Company. 


Finchley.—In the Bill that has been presented to Parlia- 
ment by the U.D.C., powers are sought to acquire lands for the 
generating station; to extend the period in which the Council are 
to lay their mains until July 31st, 1903; to supply electrical energy 
in bulk to any adjacent authority or company, subject to the 
approval of the B. of T., and to remove all overground lines which 


have been erected without the consent of the Council. Estimates 
have been prepared by the Council for the execution of the works 
authorised by the Act, as follows.—For a generating station, 
£10,000; for electricity purposes, £75,000. Powers are sought to 
borrow the money for the generating station for 50 years, and in 
the case of the electricity undertaking application is made for 
the loan of £75,000 to be granted for 30 years iustead of the 
usual period of 25 years. 


Germany.— The Union Electrical Company, of Berlin, 
has secured an important contract in connection with the large new 
docks of the Hamburg-American line at Kuhwirder, near Hamburg. 
In addition to the electric lighting, over 100 electric cranes are to 
be installed. This work is all to be carried out by the Union Com- 
pany, as well as the equipment of the power station necessary to 
furnish the electrical energy. 


Gillingham.—In reference to the purchase of the local 
electrig lighting company’s works at New Brompton (Chatham) by 
the Gillingham District Council, the B. of T. have written stating 
that they could give no information as to their ultimate decision 
with regard to the granting of a provisional order until the Courcil 
had secured the sanction of the Local Government Board to borrow- 
ing the necessary purchase-money. 


Guildford.—The Guildford Electric Supply Company 
have nearly completed the erection of new buildings and improved 
plant, and the extension of their cables. Considerable difficulty 
was experienced in the matter of foundations, as the site was 
treacherous at the river side, where the greatest stability was 
needed. The engineer, Mr. J. M. V. Money-Kent, made the massive 
concrete bed of the engines carry the river wall by means of canti- 
levers, and at other parts pile driving was resorted to. The boiler 
house is a lofty room, 75 ft. long, and 47 ft. wide. It is well lighted 
by means of a large lantern, running from end to end of the build- 
ing, and three iron casements in the river wall. The engine room 
is 20 ft. wide by 60 ft. long, lighted by a long lantern and large iron 
casements. The floor is paved with tiles, and overhead is a 5-ton 
travelling crane. The most improved machinery is being intro- 
duced throughout the works, with a view to economy in consump- 
tion of fuel, such as condensers, superheaters, electric pumps, 
electric fans for forced draught, and patent stokers. All this work 
grew up over existing machinery which had to be kept going, and 
three engines had to be moved to new positions; the whole has 
been carried out without disturbance to the service of electric 
current, and great credit is due to the company and to Mr. Money- 
Kent, the company's engineer, who has exercised the closest super- 
vision over the work. Overtures have been made by the Corpora- 
tion to the company with a view to the acquisition by the town of 
the undertaking, but up to the present nothing detinite has been 
done. 


Mastings.—4A failure of the electricity supply occurred 
on the evening of December 31st in Hastings and St. Leonards. 


Horfield.— The U.D.C. is considering the question of 
lighting the district with electricity. 


London,—Ciry.—A series of explosions occurred in the 
City on Saturday and Sunday last, resulting in injuries to several 
persons, and to suspension of the supply of electricity in certain 
areas. Two of the Charing Cross Company’s street boxes, near St. 
Sepulchre’s Church, and another box in Newgate Street, were found 
to be emitting smoke on Saturday afternoon, and when the last- 
mentioned was opened the fumes caught fire, burning two.work- 
men. Shortly afterwards explosions took place in two neighbour- 
ing manholes belonging to the City of London Company, with slight 
personalinjuries. Another explosion occurred in a street box in Lud- 
gate Hill belonging to the City Company, at 2.30 &.m. on Sunday. 
The supply was cut off from a considerable area during Saturday 


' night. 


WoorwicH.—The Borough Council has consented to an applica- 
tion from the Blackheath and Greenwich District Electric Light 
Company, Limited, to the B. of T. for a license to supply electricity 
within the parish of Eltham. 


Long Eaton.—Last week Col. W. L. Coke held an 
inquiry into the application of the D.C. for leave to borrow £15,000 
for the installation of an electricity supply scheme. 


Manchester, — Mr. J. Phythian, who, until last 
November, was vice-chairman of the Electricity Committee, has 
resigned his seat on the Council as the result of an inquiry by a 
sub-committee into certain charges against him. Mr. Phythian has 
intimated his determination to again appeal to his constituency, 
and holds that he is the victim of a vile conspiracy. 

During the fortnight ending 5th inst. the output of electrical 
energy has been 716,165 units, as compared with 491,060 units in 
thc corresponding period of last year. > 


Rhosllanerchrugog.—The Parish Council has resolved 
to apply to the Wrexham and District Electric Tramway Company 


askiug if they will supply current for the street lamps, and lay 
mains. 


St. Helens.—A Willans engine of 600 H. p., coupled 
direct to a 330-Kw. generator of the English Electric Manufacturing 
Company's make, has been installed at the electricity works. A 
balancing booster of 50 н.р., and new switchboard, and a new cool- 
ing tower to deal with tho steam from engines of 1,200 H.P., have 
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also been erected. A new feeder cable 1,500 yards long has been 
laid from the generating station to the subway in Church Street to 
distribute a larger supply of energy. 


Spain.—A large central electricity generating plant is 
being established by La Sociedad Electra Industrial Corunesa about 
13 miles from Coruna. The water-power of the River Eume 18 
being utilised, and the energy generated will be transmitted to 
Coruna for lighting and power purposes. 

The municipal authorities of Enova (province of Valencia) have 
just invited tenders for the concession for the electric lighting of 
the town during a period of 10 years. 


Steel Works Plant.—According to the South Wales 
Daily News, Messrs. Guest, Keen & Co., Limited, Messrs. Bolckow, 
Vaughan & Co., Limited, and the Consett Iron Company, are ccn- 
templating carrying out the complete equipment of their works 
with electrical apparatus. Mr. F. C. Roberts, an American engi- 
neer, has been entrusted with the work, which is to follow the lines 
of American steel works practice, and an expenditure of £1,000,000 
on the conversion is contemplated. Messrs. Guest, Keen & Co.’s 
works at Dowlais and Cyfarthfa will be supplied with electrical 
energy by the South Wales Electric Power Distribution Company. 


Trowbridge.—The U.D.C. has considered the report of 
Mr. D. Stevenson, the electrical engineer, and has decided that, 
inasmuch as the borrowing powers of the Council will not for some 
time permit of a sufficient loan being raised to establish and develop 
an electricity supply station, the E.L. Committee shall consider 
the next best course to adopt to supply the town with electricity. 


York.—The installation of the electric light in the York 
prison, which is now in the hands of the military authorities, is 
almost completed, and it is said that this will be the first prison 
so lighted. Messrs. A. J. Beaumont & Co., of York, have carried 
out the work from the city supply, and the installation comprises 
375 lamps. Each cell is provided with a 5-с.р. lamp; 8-с.р. lamps 
are used in the corridors,. whilst in the chapel and other larger 

of the building, 16-с.р. lamps are put in. In addition to the 
lighting, the prison has been fitted with electric bells and tele- 
phones, 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The Tramways Committee of the Town 
Council had under consideration last week the proposed extensions 
to the electric tramways. It was decided to introduce the overhead 
system on the route from Union Street to Queen's Cross and Bay- 
view, and also between the Bridge of Dee and the Bridge of Don. 
Portions of the latter route which passes through Old Aberdeen will 
require the permanent way to be relaid and doubled. The esti- 
mated cost will be £36,000. The Rosemount section will still be 
worked by horse baulage in the meantime. 


Ayr.— The Corporation electric tramways have now been 
in operation for three months and have been fairly successful. The 
receipts to expenses show a margin on the right side. The 
energy used, it seems, works out at ‘85 B. of Т. unit per car-mile. 
The pis of the permanent way to Alloway is about to be com- 
men 


Blackburn.—The chief clerk in the Corporation tram- 
ways department, Mr. J. W. Baker, has issued a report showing 
the mileage, passenger traffic and receipts on the various routes 
during the past three years. Dealing first with the Church, Ceme- 
tery, Preston Road and Witton routes, the mileage was 423,580 in 
1399, 479,530 in 1900, and 564,292 in 1901, the passengers number- 
Ing 4,339,644, 4,957,917, and 5,003,712 respectively, whilst the 
receipts amounted to £21,159 13s. 4d. іп 1899, £23,584 9s. 2d. in 
1900, and £26,379 9s. 2d. in 1901. "The receipts per mile run work 
out at 11°98d. in 1899, 11:86d. in 1900, and 11:22d. in 1901. On the 
Blackburn length of the Blackburn to Darwen joint system the 
returns for the three years are:—1899, passengers, 1,191,819; 
receipts, 26,446 9s. 9d. 1900, passengers, 1,606,014; receipts, 
£6,904 168. 64. 1901, passengers, 1,888,181 ; receipts, £8,790 19s. 9d. 
Receipts per car-mile, 18. 0:21d. 


Bradford, —The bad weather has во far interfered with 
the progress of the work of laying the cables for the tramway 
routes which the Corporation willtake over from the tramway com- 
pany on the first of next month, that the company have been asked 
to tender for the letting of their old rolling stock to the Corporation 
во that the horse and steam trafic may be continued until the con- 
version of thes lines has been completed. 


Cardiff.—Major Druitt has held a В. of T. inquiry at 
sis Town Hall for sanction to borrow £50,000 for tramway 
urposes. 


Central London Railway.— The proposed extension of 
the Central London Railway, plans of which are to be laid before 
Parliament Déxt session, involves the construction of 8 miles of 

tabes ” running east and west by way of the Strand, Piccadilly, 
and Knightsbridge, and connecting at each end with the present 
termini e capital expenditure necessary for the extension is 


put down at 34 millions. There are to be 16 new stations, as 
follows :—Liverpool Street, St. Mary Axe, Bank (lower level), 
Cannon Street, Ludgate Circus, Temple Bar, Charing Cross, Picca- 
dilly Circus, Green Park (Devonshire House), Hyde Park Corner, 
Knightsbridge, Kensington Gore, Kensington High Street, Addison 
Road, Hammersmith Broadway, Goldhawk Road. It is proposed 
a the fare for “ the round” shall remain the same as at prescnt— 
2d. - 


Carshalton.—The U.D.C. have decided to consent to the 


Bill of the B.E.T. Company, subject to a number of safeguards, of 
which the following are the most important :— 


1. The company to widen, drain and make up roads as scheduled. 

2. All plans to be approved by the Council. 

8. The Company to use wood-paving opposite places of worship and at a few 
other specified places. 

4. Overhead equipment to be approved by the Council and, where possible, 
centre standards to be used. 

5. The Council to have the option of fixing lamps to the standards. 

6. The company to purchase certain property, as scheduled, for widenings. 

7. The company to obtain powers to effect certain alternative and preferential 
widenings at points east of property belonging to the Wandsworth Poor 
Trustees. 

8. The company to indemnify the Council in respect of any loss inourred by 
the withdrawal of the County Council grants for highways. 

9. The agreement to be without prejudice to the Council’s right to petition 
against the Bill pending completion of the agreement. 

8 Differences of views as to 1, 2, 4 and 5 to be submitted to the Board of 
rade. | 


The estimated total cost of the tramways is £280,196. 


Chadderton.—The completion of the electric tramways 
in Chadderton is being pushed on with by the B.E.T. Company, 
and in all probability cars will be running by next April. 


Darlaston.—The U.D.C. have considered plans prepared 
by the South Staffordshire Tramways (Lessee) Company, Limited, 
for the line from the Bullstake, Darlaston, to Moxley, to be elec- 
trically equipped, and have decided that the work be carried out as 
expeditiously as possible. 


Dundee.—The T.C. has decided to send a deputation 
to English towns to inquire into the practicability of electric 
traction on steep gradients. This is in connection with the Con- 
stitution Road section. 


Electric Carriages.—The proprietors of the Carlton 
Hotel have inaugurated a day and night electric carriage service for 
the convenience of visitors. There are three landaulettes, capable 
of carrying four people; others of a larger size are in contempla- 
tion. The charges for the hire of these vehicles are the same as for 
a horse carriage. All the carriages are supplied with a battery 
sufficient for a drive of from 35 to 40 miles without recharging. 
The City and Suburban Electric Carriage Company, of Denma 
Street, have built the carriages. 


Exeter.—Correspondence has passed between a West- 
minster firm and the town clerk, in which it was claimed that the 
Electric Tramways Construction and Maintenance Company, 
Limited, had a contract for the purchase of the existing tramways 
and the undertaking, and that some litigation was procceding with 
the vendors owing to their being unable to deliver a proper title. 
The Electric Traction Committee resolved that it was desirable that 
information be obtained as to the practicability and suitability of 
introducing motor 'buses, electric road cars, and other means of 
passenger transit in the city, and that a deputation visit towns 
where any or either of these systems are in opcration, and report. 


Hamburg.—A scheme has been submitted for -the 
approval of the Hamburg Senate to authorise the construction of a 
city and suburban electric railway of a total length of 14 miles. In 
the case of previous proposals of a somewhat similar character, it 
was only intended to touch the boundaries of the inner city of Ham- 
burg, whercas the present project contemplates the building of a 
railway right into the heart of the commercial quarter and the con- 
nection of the harbour with the Stock Exchange and the chief 
railway station, which is now in course of construction. The railway, 
which will form a closed circle, will lcad from St. Pauli, on the 
Elbe, to the Baumwall, and proceeds towards the inner town and 
past the Stock Exchange to the railway station ; it will traverse the 
suburbs of Eilbeck, Barmbeck, Winterhude, and Eppendorf, and 
then return to the harbour. It is proposed to construct the railway 
partly as a high level line carried on irun viaducts and partly as an 
underground railway according to the practice followed in the case 
of the Franz Josephs Railway in Buda-Pesth and the city electric 
railway in Berlin, the subterranean section being projected for 
those parts of the inner city where the traffic on the street surface 
is heavily congested. The Siemens & Halske Company, of Berlin, 
and the Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft of the same 
city, which have both been interested in electric tram- 
way schemes in Hamburg since 1895, were induced to enter into 
negotiations with the Hamburg Tramway Company some time ago 
with a view to the elaboration of a scheme for the improvement of 
the transport facilities in that town, and the result of their joint 
labours is the formulation of the present project, for which a pro- 
visional concession has been granted to the three companies as the 
founders of the Hamburg City and Suburban Railway Company, 
which is to be constituted to take over the undertaking. It is con- 
sidered that in the event of the railway having been thrown open 
to competition, only two schemes would have been submitted ; one 
of these would have taken the same form as an earlier project, 
whilst the other would have suggested a suspended railway which 
would be unsuitable.to the conditions prevailing in Hamburg. The 


58 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. No. 1,259, JANUARY 10, 1092. 


provisional agreement with the Senate provides for the granting to | 


the City and Suburban Railway Company of a concession for a 
period of 90 years, during which time the State land required by 
the company will be placed at its disposal free of charge. In addi- 
tion to this, other sites will have to be acquired by agreement at a 
cost of about £350,000, of which £75,000 will be contributed by the 
existing tramway company, which will benefit by the street im- 
provements necessary for the purpose of the railway, whilst a new 
street will have to be made from the Rathhaus, in the direction of 
the chief railway station. 
£200,000 for the acquisition of property for the new street, and 
will also pay £42,500 for the formation of the thoroughfare. The 
capital of the company will amount to £750,000, and it is authorised 
to raise a loan amounting to two-thirds of the expenditure on the 
works of construction and completion of the railway, which is 
estimated to cost £1,500,000. It is interesting to note that the 
interest and redemption of the loan, which will have to be paid off 
in 85 years, will be guarantecd by thc State in so far as the surplus 
of income over expenditure might be insufficient for the purpose. 
As the interest is calculated at the rate of 4 per cent., the liability 
of the Hamburg State in the event of the railway being unremunera- 
tive would amount to about £62,500 per annum, but there is little 
probability of this money being rcquisitioned. Another important 
matter in connection with the railway is the fact that the State will 
assume responsibilites from which it has hitherto been free in 
regard to the existing tramway company. It will undertake the 
right of purchasing the company's tramway system at the cxpira- 
tion of the concession in 1922 on the basis of the payment of the 
capital expenditure incurred less the sum appropriated during the 
currency of the agreement to the purposes of redemption. As the 
company is only under the obligation to redeem its capital at 
the rate of one-seventh of 1 per cent. per annum, it will be obvious 
that it has made an excellent arrangement for itself even in 
case the concession is not renewed in 20 years hence. In return 
for the State taking up this obligation the company undertakes to 
provide all the capital of the new Hamburg City and Suburban 
Railway Company. It is proposed to complete the railway in five 
years, and after the payment of a dividend at the rate of 5 per 
cent. on the share capital, the State will participate in the balance 
of profit to the extent of heing repaid the interest on the capital 
advanced for the acquisition of ground property for the purpose of 
the railway. On the expiration of the concession, in 90 years, it will 
be possible for the State to purchase the railway on the payment of 
29 times the amount of the average net proceeds of the last five 
years, or a sum at least equal to the amount of the total share capital 
of the company. 


Isleworth.—The U. D.C., at a special meeting, declined 
the offer of. the L. U. T. to pay £1,000 towards the cost of widening 
Twickenham Road, but instructed the Works Committee to enter 
into further negotiations with the company with a view to a mutual 
understanding. | 


Leicester.— The T.C. has formally taken over the 
management of the tramways undertaking from the old company. 


London — Brighton Electric Railway. — The Financial 
Times, in & summary of the proposal, says that the promoters of the 
Bill for incorporating the London and Brighton Electric Railway 
Company have duly deposited their Bill for introduction into 
Parliament next session. The Bill proposes to confer powers оп 
the company to construct a practically straight line of railway, 45 
miles in length, from a point at 37, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, to 
St. Mary's Home, in Queen's Square, Brighton. The generating 
station will be erected at Worth. The promoters of the scaeme 
include Sir Henry Knight, Sir William Trelear, Mr. Francis 
Barnes, J.P., and Mr. Harding Cox, who, with three others, will be 
the first directors. The share and loan capital is fixed at 
£12,000,C00, of which £9,000,000 will be raised by the issue of 
900,000 £10 shares, and £3,000,000 by the creation of debenture 
stock. The time soucht within which to complete the railway is 
five years from the passing of the Act, but all powers for the com- 
pulsory purchase of lands are to cease after the expiration of three 
years from the same period. During the time required for con- 
struction the company asks for power to pay interest to shareholders 
out of capital, provided that the aggregate amount so paid for 
interest shall not exceed £900,000. The maximum fares to be 
charged are the usual mileage rates of 1d., 2d. and 3d. per mile for 
third, second and first-class passengers respectively. 

At the last meeting of the Brighton T.C., the General Purposes 
Committee recommended that the town clerk should take all 
necessary steps to oppose the London and Brighton Electric Rail- 
way Bill in Parliament with a view of obtaining the insertion 
therein of clauscs necessary for the protection of the interests of the 
Corporation, and that it should be authorised to retain agents, 
counsel and witnesses for the purpose. Councillor F. Blaker 
wished to remove an impression that had gained ground among the 
ratepayers that the Council were hostile to the scheme. There was 
uot one solitary member of the Committee who was opposed to the 
proposal, but it was thought wise to oppose the Bill in order to 
safeguard the interestsof Brighton. In reply to a question, it was 
pointed out that the Council were obliged to oppose the Bill in order 
to secure a locus stadi in the committee room of the House of 
Commons. The chairman’s recommendation was adopted. 


Manchester.—Thic estimate of the cost of constructing 
the propesed tube railway has been lodged in Parliament by Messrs. 
W. Percy Justyne and W. A. Jackson, the engineers. The line is to 
he 2 wiles 4 furlongs 4 32 chains in length, and tunnelling works will 
cost £420,000. Stations are put down at £150,000, aud land and 


The Senate will make a contribution of 


— 


buildings to be acquired at £429,921. Permanent way, sidings, 
junctions, culverts, &c., are expected to cost another £24,000, and 
15 per cent. extra for contingencies brings up the total to 


. £1,112,763. 


North to South Shields Electric Railway.—A Bill 
to improve the facilities for communication across the River Tyne 
between North and South Shields has been deposited for next 
session in the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons. Under 
this Bill, says the Financial Times, it is proposed to incorporate the 
North and South Shields Electric Railway Company with powers 
to construct a railway over 6 furlongs in length under the River 
Tyne, from a point in Tynemouth near the intersection of Bed- 
ford Street and Wellington Street to Stanhope Street in South 
Shields. The railway is to be constructed in a single tunnel with 
a diameter of 13 ft. between the stations and 30 ft. at the stations, 
and is to be worked by electrical power supplied from a generating 
station to be erected in South Shields. The capital of the company 
is proposed to be £180,000, in 18,000 £10 shares, with power to 
divide them into preferred and deferred half shares. Upon this 
capital it is proposed to raise £60,000 by the issue of debenture 
stock. The time sought for the construction of the railway is five 
years from the passing of the Act, and, in order to facilitate the 
raising of the necessary capital, it is proposed to expend £16,200 in 
the payment of interest out of capital during the period of con- 
struction. The rates for passengers аге to be 2d. per single journey 
first class and 1d. second class. The promoters of th» scheme, who 
are named in the Bill, are Mr. Emile Garcke, Mr. Joseph Robinson, 
Mr. Roland Philipson, Mr. John Robert Hogg, Mr. Stephen Lamb 
Robson, Mr. John Martin Winter, Mr. William John Bone, Mr. 
Frederick Rennoldson, Mr. William McLellan and Mr. James 
Frazer. The first directors will be Mr. Joseph Robinson, Mr. 
Roland Philipson, Mr. William John Bone and Mr. Frederick Ren- 
noldson, and three others. 


Russia. — It is stated that а powerful American 
syndicate has obtained from the Russian Government numerous 
electric tramway concessions in St. Petersburg, Moscow, and scveral 
smaller cities in Russia. The value of the concessions is put down 
at the fancy figure of 40 millions sterling, and the English and 
American Westinghouse Companies are stated to be largely 
interested as manufacturers of the equipments for the different 
undertakings. 


St. Helens.—A proposal of the Committee that the 
tramways company should be permitted to carry goods over the 
tramways at a rate of 2d. for every car, laden or empty, passing 
through the borough, and 1d. for every car passing from point to 
point within the borougb, gave rise to а long discussion at the 
Council meeting last weck. All of the councillors but one, 
Alderman Beecham, were opposed to the terms suggested, and con- 
sidered that much higher rates should be required from the company. 
Col. Pilkington thought that the charges ought to be 6d. or 1s. 
Councillor Foote proposed that the minutes in regard to the matter 
be referred back. Councillor Houghton seconded. Speaking upon 
this proposal, Alderman Beecham, chairman of the Electric Supply 
Committee, thought that, instead of putting an impediment in the 
way of the tramways company, the Council ought to make the charge 
as low as possible. The company would have to pay 14d. per unit 
up toa million units, and 1d. per unit after. At present they paid 
1d. on 800,000 units. If the Corporation found, at the end of 
24 years, that 2d. and 1d. did not pay, they could increase the rates. 
The minutes were confirmed, with the exception of those relating to 
the proposed arrangement with the company. The subject will 
have to be discussed by the Joint Committee. 


Salford.—A new route was opened on Saturday last when 
electric trams ran between Blackfriars Bridge and Kersal to the 
Prestwich boundary. This will be a convenience for the residents 
of Higher Broughton and Kersal. 


Sheflield.—One of the overhead trolley wires fell on 
5th inst. A horse was. killed. 


Simplon Tunnel.—The Times Paris correspondent 
reports that the Simplon Tunnel is making satisfactory progress. 
Half of it, or a length of six miles, has now been bored. The Swiss 
section is rather more forward than the Italian. Whereas the Mont 
Cenis was bored by machinery and the Gothard thy dynamite, 
the Simplon is being bored by a continuous rotary movement, 
which under hydraulic pressure is extraordinarily powerful. 
This system bas been devised by Herr Brand, the Hamburg engineer; 
one of the two contractors. The tunnel is to be completed by May, 
1904, and there is no fear of any delay. 


Sunderland and South Shields.— The Tramways 
Committee of the Sunderland Corporation bave received notice from 
the B.E.T. Company of their intention to apply for Parliamentary 
powers for the construction of tramways from South Shields to 
Sunderland, and the town clerk has been instructed to give notice 
of dissent tu any proposal to construct lines in the borough of Sun- 
derland. Our correspondent understands that the South Shiclds 
Council are going to memorialise against the Bill on the grounds 
that certain standing orders have not been complied with by the 
company. 

(Oontinued on page 63.) 
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PORTSMOUTH ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS. 


For some years the Portsmouth tramways were owned and 
operated by a company, whose lease recently expired. The 
Corporation, however, instead of renewing the lease, took 
steps to acquire the undertaking by compulsory purchase, 
and obtained an Act of Parliament for that purpose in 1898 ; 
the Act also provided for considerable extensions of the 
system. The negotiations with the company were long and 
arduous, and eventually the matter was referred to arbitra- 
tion ; the purchase price, together with the costs, amounted 
to about £200,000. 

Mr. E. Rotter, who was appointed engineer and 
manager to the tramways in September, 1899, had in the 
meantime drawn up the specifications and plans, and the 
contracts for carrying out the work were let in the autamn 
of 1900. Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. received the contract for 
the whole of the generating plant, permanent way and cables, 
while the overhead equipment was placed in the hands of 
Messrs. Macartney, McElroy & Co. ` In this connection it is 
worthy of remark that practically the whole of the work 
was carried out by British manufacturers, including the 
gererators and car equipments. The power station plant 
cost about £30,000 ; the reconstruction of the permanent 
way involved an expenditure of over £200,000, and the 
rolling stock came to about £50,000. The tramways were 
taken over at the beginning of 1901, and for a time were 


у? 
ad " 
vz 
„е RI 
P Г 
„= 

ж» = 
Е 


ТШ 


— 
— 


were carried through the principal streets to the boundaries 
of the borough. One route extends beyond this limit for 
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WATER-ToBE Boll ERS. 


some distance, and will eventually join the Cosham and 
Horndean Light Railway. The district is fairly easy, so far 
as regards gradients, which are infrequent, and not of a 


GENERAL VIEW OF ENGINE Room. 


operated with horses, but the reconstruction of the lines 
was commenced in February of that year. 
The overhead trolley system was adopted, and the lines 


severe character. The curves, however, are very numerous 
and of sharp curvature—the smallest radius being 35 ft. 


Various street improvements were carried out in the course of 
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the work, and the roadway under two railway bridges had to 
be lowered to give the necessary head-room. 

The power station is shown in cross-sectional plan and 
elevation in our figures on p. 62, from which it will beseen that 
the boiler house and engine room are arranged side by side, 


VIEW OF TRACTION GENERATOR. 


with a chimney at one end. The steam-raising plant con- 
sists of three Babcock and Wilcox hand-fired water-tube 
boilers, each capable of evaporating under normal conditions 
12,000 lbs. of water per hour, at a pressure of 160 Ibs. 
per sq. in. Each boiler is fitted with а superheater 
designed to give a superheat of 100?to 120? F., and the 
usual mountings. A Green economiser of 192 tubes is also 
provided, the scrapers of which are driven by a 500-volt 
Lundell motor. There are two feed pumps, one rated at 
24,000, and the other at 12,000 lbs. of water per hour, 
against the boiler pressure; they are of the double-acting 
type, and the valve gear of the steam 
cylinders is so designed that the pump 
takes the full length of stroke at all 
speeds. 

A coal store is provided, and is 
equipped with а light tramline 
running into the boiler house, 
passing over a weighing platform on 
the way. The coal is brought to the 
works in carts. 

The arrangement of the steam pipes 
is of a very simple character; a main 
range runs along the engine room 
wall, and is connected with each boiler 
and engine by a single branch, while 
stop valves are provided at intervals, so 
as to isolate any section at will. The 
steam pipes are of lap-welded mild 
steel, with wrought-steel flanges, and 
the short bends are of solid drawn 
copper, with gun-metal flanges. The 
exhaust pipes are of cast- iron 
and are led under the floor to the 
main exhaust pipe and the condensers. 
The latter are of the Worthington 
* Admiralty " surface condensing type, 
one for each engine; two of them are 
each capable of condensing 12,000 
Ibs. of steam per hour, while the smaller 
one is rated at 6,000 Ibs. per hour. 
The outer shells are of cast-iron, and 
the tubes of solid drawn brass. 

The condensers are used in conjunction with a cooling 
tower, of which we give a view ; this is built in two sec- 
tions, each of sufficient capacity to provide cooled water for 
one of the large condensers. The tower is constructed of 
steel plates, and is fitted with two fans forcing air in at the 


bottom; these are driven by electric motors installed in a 
motor room. 

There are three sets of combined air and circulating 
pumps, with compound steam cylinders, a separate set being 
provided for each condenser. The circulating pumps are 
capable of drawing water from the 
storage tank under the cooling tower 
and forcing it to the top of the latter. 
Provision has been made for adding a 
third section to the cooling tower 
when it is required. 

The generating plant consists of 
three low-speed horizontal engines 
coupled to traction generators, two of 
400 xw. each and one of 200 Kw. 
The engines were made by Messrs. 
Yates & Thom, of Blackburn. 

Two of them are of the horizontal 
cross-compound type, with Corliss 
valve gear, each developing 640 J. H. p. 
under normal conditions and at the 
most economical load, and 900 r.H.r. 
at their maximum load when running 
at a speed of 90 to 100 revolutions per 
minute and with a pressure at the 
stop valve of 150 lbs. per sq. in., 
working condensing. The third engine 
is of the horizontal tandem compound 
type, with Corliss valve gear, and 
develops 320 J. H. Pp. under normal con- 
ditions, with an overload capacity of 
450 J. N. p. under the same conditions as 
the larger machines. 

In the two larger sizes the diameter of the high-pressure 
cylinder is 18 in., low-pressure 36 in., stroke 42 in., diameter 
of piston rods 4} in., diameter of crankshaft 174 in., and 
diameter and length of main journals 14 x 26 in. The 
fly-wheel of each of the large sets is 18 ft. in diameter, and 
weighs approximately 25 tons. 

The diameter of the high-pressure cylinder in the smaller 
engine is 15 in., and of the low-pressure 30 in., the stroke 
being 36 in.; the diameter of the fly-wheel is 16 ft., and its 
weight approximately 22 tons. 

The cylinders are of hard, close-grained cast-iron, and 
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VIEW OF САВ. 


both high and low pressure cylinders are steam jacketed. 
The valves of both cylinders are provided with automatic 
variable cut-off gear, actuated directly by the governor, 
provision also being made for adjustment by hand. The 


crankshaft is of forged Siemens-Martins-steel, and ig swelled. 
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at the middle to receive the fly-wheel and the generator 
armature. 
The fly-wheel boss is provided with a flange for coupling 


Сооглха TOWER. 


to а corresponding flange on the spider of the generator 
armature, so as to take the heavy, sudden strains of overload 
off the shaft and keys. There is a complete system of auto- 
matic lubrication provided throughout the engine. It is 
specified that the permanent speed variation shall not exceed 
2 per cent. from the mean speed when the load is varied 


Portsmouth Corporation Tramways. 
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The generators are of the type generally supplied by 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., and were manufactured by the 
English Electric Manufacturing Company, with whom they 


Main SWITCHBOARD. 


under ordinary working conditions, and the greatest variation 
under extreme temporary load conditions is not to exceed 
5 per cent. from the mean. 


are associated. The three generators are of the multipolar 
compound wound type, and the compounding is such that 
the voltage at no load is 500, rising to» 550 volts; at full 
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load. Each dynamo is capable of carrying 
its full load for 24 hours, an overload of 
25 per cent. for 1 hour, and 50 per cent. 
for short periods without injurious heating 
or sparking. The field magnet frame con- 
sists of a circular yoke of cast-iron, built 
in two halves. The pole-pieces are of 
laminated steel, cast into the yoke. Each 
magnet frame is arranged for sliding along 
girders, sufficiently clear of the armature 
shaft to permit of the removal of the magnet 
windings without disturbing the armature. 
The field magnet spools’ are of sheet-iron 
with brass ends, which fit over the magnet 
poles; the spools are covered with an 
insulating lining, composed partly of mica, 
paper, and linen, the whole being agglome- 
rated into a single sheet by means of shellac. 
The series and shunt coils are wound side 
by side on the spool, with an insulating layer 
between them, the series coil occupying the 
end of the spool nearest to the yoke. The 
armatures are of the ironclad type, with 
slotted core of laminated sheet-steel, built up 
on a cast-iron spider. The spider is built 
of a good quality of iron, the sections of 
the rim being unconnected so as to avoid 
all shrinkage strains. It is provided with 
a long bearing surface for the shaft of the 
engine to which it is to be fitted. It is bored Vertical, SECTION OF Ромен STATION aT А 
accurately to a gauge supplied hy the engine 
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PLAN OF POWER STATION. 


builder, and is made slightly smaller than the diameter of means of two keys. The commutator 
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is built up on its 


the shaft, so that it requires about 100 tons pressure to ожо spider, which is carried on the hub of the armature 


force it into position, after which it is secured by spider, to which it is securely keyed. 


On the periphery of 
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the commutator spider the hard drawn copper commutator 
bars are clamped by means of steel end rims; equalising 
rings are attached to the commutator, thus neutralising 
any difference in the magnetic conditions of the various 
magnetic circuits. | 

The switchboard is of the usual traction type, and is 
divided into 12 marble panels, carried on vertical angle irons 
about 3 ft. clear of the wall Automatic circuit breakers 
are provided on both generator and feeder panels; all the 
instruments are of the usual type, and there is a special 
panel provided to meet the requirements of the Board of 
Trade. 

The construction of the permanent way was carried out 
with exceptional despatch. A severe frost delayed the start 
for а fortnight, but a commencement was made towards the 
end of February last year, and by the official opening at the 
end of September, a total length of 234 miles of track had 
been completed, at the rate of nearly one mile per week. 
The total route length is about 144 miles, of which 14 miles 
are double track and half a mile single. 

The cross-section of the track is shown in one of our 
figures. The gauge is 4 ft. 71 in., and therails, of the steel 
girder type, weigh 90 lbs. per yd., in lengths of 40 ft. 
The fishplates weigh 130 lbs. per pair, and, as will be seen 
from the figure, are combined with soleplates. А good deal 
of the track is laid interlacing. The rails are double bonded 
with Neptune bonds 30 in. long, and are cross-bonded every 
40 yds. The foundation of the track consists of 6 in. of 
concrete, varying to 13 in. in places, upon which the rails are 
laid direct. 

The overhead equipment was carried out on both the span 
wire and the bracket systems, much of the track being 
equipped with single-arm bracket poles. The trolley wire is 
double throughout, of No. 00 B. and S. gauge, and is placed 
centrally over the track. Thesystem is divided into sections, 
each half a mile long, supplied with current by 14 feeders, 
which are for the greater part drawn into conduits. 

The present rolling stock consists of 80 double-deck 
single-truck cars, manufactured by the Electric Railway and 
Tramway Carriage Works, and electrically equipped by the 
English Electric Manufacturing Company, both of Preston ; 
one of them is shown in our illustration. The car bodies 
are constructed with the * Bellamy " reversed staircase, and 
the interiors are fitted in quartered oak; each car is fitted 


with 14 16-с.р. lamps, of which six are inside, and with 


illuminated route indicators. 

The roof is constructed on the“ Preston ” pattern, which 
gives the maximum cubical space and improved facilities for 
ventilation. The trucks are of the “ Brill" type, and are 
fitted with hand brakes and electricalemergency brakes. The 
controllers are of the series-parallel type, with solenoid 
blow-outs, and the motors are of 25 H.P. each. 

The whole system of tramways has been designed by Mr. 
E. Rotter, and carried out under his supervision. Mr. 
Rotter combines the duties of engineer and manager of the 
tramways, which form the largest municipal system in the 
south of England. The speed with which the work was 
done, and the satisfactory results which have already been 
obtained, reflect, great, credit upon both the engineer and the 
contractors; and having regard to the importance of the 
town and its heavy internal and external traffic, there is 
every prospect of the undertaking proving a financial as well 
ав an engineering success. 


Set a Thief to Catch a Thief.—As an instance of 
the perfect trust and reliance which municipal authorities repose 
in one another, the resolution of the Somerset County Council to 
keep a jealous eye on the Bristol Corporation’s doings in 
respect of neighbouring parishes, which is recorded clsewhere 
їп this issue, is worth noting. The County Council fears 
that the City Council will cxploit the little townships for the 
benefit of its ratepayers—just as if, forsooth, the Corporation were 
no better than a great, greedy, grind-the-face-of-the-poor trading 
company! It is well to remember that this term—a “trading com- 
pany "—is exactly what Sir Courtenay Boyle applied to a corpora- 
tion under these conditions. But what a concern—a company with 
unlimited liability, controlled by a board of directors innocent of 
expert knowledge of the trade in which they are engaged, and 
liable to drastic changes at the whim of the shareholders! 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


| (Continued from page 58.) | 
Wallasey.—At the meeting of the D.C. last week, а 


report by the electrical engineer on the subject of lifeguards was 
considered. It was resolved that 12 cara should be fitted with the 
Tideswell guard. The town clerk stated that the Board of Trade 
had sanctioned the use of the Tideswell guard on the new electric 
cars. 


Wigan.—At a meeting of the Wigan Electric Light and 
Tramways Committee on Monday, at which Mr. R. Johnson pre- 
sided, the Committee decided to purchase the undertaking of the 
Tramways Company on the terms stated in the letter, and that 
application should be made to borrow £10,000 with which to obtain 
a supply of motors. The Committee also decided to proceed with 
the construction of the tramway line along Library Street. Mr. J. 
Slevin was appointed manager and Mr. W. Dewse secretary of the 
tramways undertaking. 


Yarmouth. — The T. G. has decided, by a large 
majority, that the Corporation will work its own trams. Particulars 
ofthe British Electric Traction Company's tender were given in the 
ELECTRICAL REviEWOf the 20th ult. The townclerk read a letter from 
the company, increasing their offer to £100 per route-mile instead 
of £75, and respecting the purchase of electric energy, the com- 
pauy would be prepared to guarantee & minimum payment of 
£2,000 per annum, and with respect to the percentage of gross 
reccipte, the company would guarantee an annual payment of £1,000 
asa minimum. The net result of the company’s increased terms 
would be approximately £1,000 per year more. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Birkdale Telephones.— Тһе Birkdale District Council 
have completed their arrangements with the National Telephone 
Company for placing the telephone wires in the district under- 
ground. A system of intercommunication with the Southport 
Municipal Telephone Exchange will, it is said, when the latter schemc 
assumes definite shape, smooth all difficulties of working. The 
Council have agreed to carry out the work of laying and jointing 
the underground telephone pipes aud constructing the manholes to 
the satisfaction, and in aecordance with the direction, of the com- 
pany’s representatives at the company’s expense. 


Canadian Telegraph Projects.—The daily papers 
announce that Sir Sandford Fleming, in a letter to Mr. Mulock, the 
Dominion Postmaster-Gencral, advocates the construction of a 
State-owned Atlantic cable and laudlines through Canada, or a 
Marconi system if wireless telegraphy is developed. He estimates 
the revenue of a cable at £40,000 a year, and the cost at £33,000, 
with a rate for messages of 1d. per word. 


Folkestone Telephones.—The Folkestone Council has 
approached the Dover authorities with a view to their co-operation 
іп the movement for rendering the whole district independent of 
the National Telephone Company. 


Halifax Telephones.—The Finance Committee has 
determined to apply for a municipal telephone licence. Mr. Lord, 
the borough engineer, has presented to the committee the follow- 
ing estimates of cost of establishment and management :—Mr. Lord 
recommends that a central exchange be erected at a cost of £1,000; 


‚һе estimates the cost of fitting up at £500; threc switchboards for 


local service, £1,200; one trunk-board, £300; а test-board aud cross 
counecting-bourd (including all the latest devices), £380; switch- 
cable, £70; connecting cables, with storage battery, &c., £250; 
500 instruments, £1,750; laying of underground cables, distributing 
wires, &с. (including way-leaves), £8,000; total estimated cost, 
£13,450. The annual cost of management aud supervision is put 
down at £1,212, and of maintenance at £300. 


Hastings Telephones.—Mr. Bennett appeared before the 
Hastings Telephone Committce last weck, to advise them regarding 
a municipal telephone service. For selling their local system to 
the Council the National Telephone Compauy asked a price calcu- 
lated at 4 per cent. on the capital expended, multiplied by 20 years. 
Mr. Bennett is (о prepare a report. | 

Paris—Turin Telephone.— A telephone line between 
Turin and Paris was opened to the public on New Year's Day. 


Scarborough Telephones, — A sub-committee has 
reported on the subject of municipal telephones, and it has been 
decided to engage the services ot Mr. Bennett to advise. 


The Telegraph Service.—At a special meeting of the 
Council of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce last weck, the 
secretary reported that a direct wire had been established between 
Liverpool and Paris, experimentally, and that the Postinaster- 
General had promised to consider the suggestion by the Chamber 
that telegrams to Switzerland from Liverpool should be sent over 
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the Liverpool—Paris wire. Lord Londonderry had also intimated 
his intention to investigate the subject matter of the Chamber's 
request that a direct wire should be established between Liverpool 
and Emden. 


Telegraphs and Telephones on the Gold Coast.— 
The report of Mr. C. Н. Hunter, Acting Colonial Secretary, on the 
Blue Book of the Gold Coast for the year 1900 was published last 
month, December, its publication having been delayed. He states 
that the total number of telegrams transmitted during the year was 
140,315 as compared with 128,026 in the previous year, and the 
revenue collected was about £400 iu excess of that of 1899. Tempo- 
rary offices were opened at a number of places during the Ashanti 
disturbances. The telegraph line for the greater part of the 
distance beween Prahsu and Coomassie and for many miles north of 
Coomassie, was destroyed by the Ashantis, but the greater part of it 

was restored before the end of the year. The number of messages 
sent through the Government offices for transmission by tke African 
Direct Telegraph Company, amounte! to 2,563 as compared with 
2,268 in 1899. In regard to telephone facilities, there is a tele- 
phone exchange at Accra tonuectcds with all the Government offices, 
and it was intended to establish an exebange at Cape Coast, but the 
disturbances in Ashanti prevented it being completed. Communi- 
cation was established, however, between Cape Coast Castle, the 
Base Commandant’s Office and the Hospital. 


Telegraphie Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED. 
oe June 20, 1899 oe eo, 
ee March 1, 1900 ee ee 
. Dec. 28, 1901 .. $o 


Latakia-Cyprus .. š: oe T КА 
Para-Maranham ae E T T 
Mole 8t. Nicholas-Port au Prince .. 
LANDLINES : 

" Via Hanekin ” on Persian territory . Feb. 24, 1900 .. T 
Communication with Башына end Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 
Majunga-Tanarive ха . Dec. 15, 1901 
Cap Haitien-Port au Prince . ‚ Dec. 81, 1901 


Telephony in Egypt.—The Electrwal World says that 
the Telephone Company of Egypt, Limited, operating a large tele- 
phone system in Egypt, has experienced great difficulty in securing 
a suitable pole. The climate of the country is so bot and dry that 
good timber to use for a pole line for the transmission of an electric 
current, does not grow and timber imported from other countries 
dry-rots and becomes useless in a very short time. A certain pole 
imported from Sweden proved to be of the most value so far, but its 
greatest life was not over four years. The company began negotia- 
tions, therefore, with cedar pole firms in the United ‘States, with 
the result that arrangements have just been completed with 
W. C. Sterling & Son, of Monroe, Michigan, wholesale producers of 
cedar poles, ties and posts, for the shipment of 1,500 poles of the 
white cedar variety, Michigan grown, to Alexandria and Cairo, 


Egypt. | 
Wireless Telegraphy.— The Commissioners of Northern 


Lights have decided to adopt wireless telegraphy as a means of 
communication between the mainland and some of their light- 
houses. The first installation, which will be made in conjunction 
with Lloyd's Shipping Agency, will be at the Flannan Islands, 
situated about 13 miles off the west coast of Lewis, which is 
practically the first land sighted by vessels from America. Тһе 
Marconi system will be used. 

Captain J. E. Bernier, a Canadian explorer, is organizing an 
expedition to the North Pole. The members of the party after 
they leave their ship will remain in wireless telegraphic communi- 
cation with it. 

The Times New York correspondent reports that cable securities 
are suffering upon a report that Signor Marconi intends to adopt 
a wireless relay station by a vessel stationed in mid-ocean. 


Be January 1 
. January 6 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking Town.—January 24th. Additional generating 
plant for the Council's electricity works. See ''Official Notices” 
December 20th. 


Barnstaple.—January 16th. Boilers, engines, dynamos, 
mains, &c., for the Town Council. See “ Official "Notices ” Decem- 
ber 13th. 


Belfast.—January 17th. Cables, roadwork, conduits, 
&c., for the Electrical Committee. See “ Official Notices" January 
ord. 


‘ Belgium.— February 15th. Proposals are being invited 
by the municipal authorities of Lourain for the lighting of the 
public streets by electricity or gas. 


Belgium.—March 1st. The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are inviting tenders until the March Ist, 1902, for the 
concession for an electric lighting installation. See our “Offcial 
Notices ” January 3rd. 


Cardiff.—January 22nd. Two 1, 600-1. Hl. P. vertical 


engines, and two 900-K w. generators for the Tramways Committee. 
Sce “ Official Notices " to-day. . 


Egypt.—January 18th. Electric lighting of Suez and 


Damanhour. Particulars from the Minister of Public Works, Cairo. 


Fulham.—January 27th. Twenty 50-Kw. transformers, 
mains, conduits, lamp-posts and street boxes. Sec “ Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Glasgow.—January 17th. Overhead tramway equip- 
ment (material, poles and fittings), for the Corporation. See 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 


Grimsby.—January 20th. Sites dynamos, switchboard 
extensions, battery, condenser, piping, water-tube boiler for elec- 
tricity works. See Official Notices December 27th. 


Hartlepool.—January 25th. Buildings, marinc boilers, 
engines and dynamos, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, columns, 
mains, and cranes, for electricity supply works for the Corporation. 
See '' Official Notices" January 3rd. 


Hornsey.—January 15th. Pipework and mechanical 


coal-handling plant for electricity works for the U. D. C. See 


“ Official Notices " December 6th. 


Hunslet,—January 21st. Electrical equipment of the 
new workhouse and infirmary at Bothwell Haigh for the Guardians. 
See “ Official Notices " January 3rd. 


Iiford.—January 27th. Rail-bonds, conduits, draw- 
boxes, &c., for the U.D.C. tramways. See Official Notices” 
to-day. 


Lancaster.—January 23rd. 200 and 300 Kw. steam 
dynamos, boilers, switchboard and crane, for the Corporation. See 
* Official Notices" to-day. 


L.C.C.—January 14th. Electric wiring and fittings for 
the Council's new Farmfield Reformatory near Horley. See 
“ Official Notices " January 3rd. 


L.C.C.—January 28th. The L.C.C. is in the market 
for about 3,950 tons of track rails; 1,850 tons of slot rails; 
670 tons of conductor tce rails; fishplates, bolts, nuts, &c., required 
in connection with the reconstruction of tramways for electric 
traction. Specifications, &c., at the County Hall, Spring Gardens, 
S.W., upon payment of £2. 


Leeds. — January 16th. 
(2,000 в.н.р.) for the electric lighting department. 
Notices" January 3rd. 


Manchester.—January 18th. The Tramways Com- 
mittee wants tenders for the supply of overhead equipment, tools, 
&c. 

Manchester.—January 21st. Three-phase switchboards, 
exciter and auxiliary ditto, three-phase boards for sub-stations, low 
tension boards at sub-stations at the Stuart Street generating 
station. See Official Notices" December 20th. 


Middlesbrough.—January 21st. 300-Kw. engine and 
dynamo, switchboard panels, ejector condenser, feed pump and 
economiser for the electricity works. See Official Notices” 
December 20th. 


Middleton.—January 16th. Wiring the Town Hall. 


Mr. S. Pauls, borough electrical engineer. 


Paisley. — January 13th. Steam engines, dyamos, 
switchboards, and condensers, for electric tramway station. See 
“ Official Notices " January 3rd. 


Poplar.—January 11th. 


Surface condensing plant 
Sec “ Official 


Electric lighting of the Town 


Hall, and Bow and Bromley Vestry Halls. See “Official Notices a 


January 3rd. 


Rockhampton (Australia).—March 31st. We read in 
the Contract Journal that the Council of the Municipality of Rock- 
hampton is prepared to consider applications from companies 
desirous of undertaking the construction and working of a system of 


electric tramways under the Queensland Tramways Act of 1882, and 


the Amendment Act of 1890. Rockhampton with a population of 
15,461, is a rising town, and is situated on the Fitzroy River, about 
40 miles from the sea coast, and is the second largest town in 
Queensland. Particulars of construction, maintenance, and working 
of tramways are contained in the Queensland Tramways Act of 1882, 
and the Amendment Act of 1890, copies of which may be seen at 
the office of our contemporary. Applications to be forwarded to 
Mr. H. W. Johnson, Mayor, Municipal Chambers, Rockhampton, 
Queensland, Australia, by March 31st. 


St. Pancras.—January 17th. Engines, дуйн; соп- 
densers, piping, boilers, pumps, &c., for the Borough Council. Sec 
" Official Notices January 3rd. 


South Lancashire.—January 29th. Two-phase motor- 
generators, boosters, and batteries for the S.L.E.T. and Power 
Company. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Spain.—January 27th. Tenders are being invited by 
the Spanish Ministry of Public Works in Madrid until the 27th inst., 
for the concession for the construction and working of an electric 
tramway between Tolosa and San Sebastian (Guipuzcoa province). 
Tenders are to be sent to El Ministerio de Obras Publicas, Madrid, 
whence particulars may be obtained. 
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West Bromwich. — January 17th. Rails, points, cross- 
ings, drain rails, road work, bonding, trolley poles, overhead line 
work, section boxes, cables, &c., for electric tramways for the 
Council. See Official Notices" December 20th. ' 


West Bromwich.—January 29th. Boilers, dynamos, 
a switchboards, condenser, &c. See “Official Notices" to- 
у. 


West Ham.—January 14th. Surface condensing plant 
and travelling crane for the clectricity works. See “ Official 
Notices ” December 13th. i 


CLOSED. 


Batley.—The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Clayton, Son & Co., Limited, of Hunslet, for boilers, steam 
pipes, &c., for the electricity generating station. 


Dublin.—The St. Helens Cable Compàny- has received 


the Dublin Tramway Company's contract for packing, mats, &c., 
tor 1902. 


Great Northern and City Railway.—The Desrumaux 
Water Softening Company, of 5, Queen Victoria Street, London, 
have received from the British Thomson-Houston Company, a con- 
tract for the water softening apparatus required in connection with 
the Great Northern and City Railway scheme. The plant is to 
treat 8,500 gallons per hour of Regent's Canal water and to be 
erected at tbe new generating station at Poole Street, New North 
Road, London. The British Thomson-Houston Company have 
also placed with the Desrumaux Company a further order for water 
softening apparatus for the Chatham Tramways scheme. 


Mauchester.—Messrs. C. Н. Normanton & Son asked 
the Electricity Committee to relieve them of one of their two con- 
tracts for the construction of subways from the Stuart Street 
generating station to Ashton New Road. They found that they can 
only complete one of these contracts in the time limit. Messzs. 
Normanton received both contracts because they tendered at the 
lowest figure in each case. It has now been decided that they 
shall retain the contract for Sections A and B, and that Sections O 
and D shall be executed by Mr. E. Nuttall, whose tender was the 
next lowest. 


Shrewsbury.—The Town Council at their meeting on 
Wednesday accepted the tender of Messrs. Edwin Danks and 


Company, Limited, Oldbury, for a new boiler for the electric 
station at £455. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Tuesday, January 14th.—At 7.30 pm. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section). Meeting at Owens 
College; paper on “ Feed Water for Boilers,” by G.J. 
Wells. (Mr. Blount’s paper has been deferred.) 

At8p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow 
Section). Meeting at the Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders, 207, Bath Street, Glasgow. Paper 
on “ Practical Notes on Continuous Current Distri- 
buting Mains,” by John С. А. Ward. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. Meeting. 
Paper to be submitted for discussion: American 
Workshop Methods in Steel Construction," by H. B. 
Molesworth. 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Students’ Section). Meeting to be held in the 
Physical Lecture Theatre of the Finsbury Technical 
College, Leonard Street. Paper to be read: Single- 
Phase Induction Motors,” by Mr. Н. F. Northcote. 

Wednesday, January 15th.—The meeting of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers (Birmingham Section), has been 
postponed until the 22nd, so аз not to clash with 
the conversazione of the Birmingham апа Midland 


Iustitute. 
At 5.30 p.m. Chemical Society meeting at Burlington 
House. 


Friday, January 17th. —At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Students’ meeting. Lecture: The Theory of Heat- 
Engines,” by Captain Н. Riall Sankey, К.Е. (Ret.), 
M.Inst.C.E. . 


— —— 
NOTES ON WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 


JUDGING from an interview reported in the St. James's 
Gazette with Marconi’s manager, Mr. H. Cuthbert Hall, 
there appears to be no doubt in the minds of Mr. Marconi 


and his associates as to the feasibility of telegraphing across 
the Atlantic by wireless telegraphy. The past achievements 
of Marconi in this field entitle his opinions to the greatest 
respect, and it is difficult to explain the results alleged to 
have been obtained on any other theory than the actual 
transmission of the signals from the Cornish Station. The 
feat, however, so greatly exceeds what has previously been done 
that most people will prefer to suspend judgment until actual 
messages have been transmitted. 

The station at Newfoundland is to be removed to Cape 
Cod or Cape Breton, or some other place where it is not 
likely to be interfered with by the monopolies of cable 
companies. The cost of a Marconi installation to work 
across the Atlantic is estimated by Mr. Cuthbert Hall at 
£20,000, whereas a single submarine cable is said to cost 
£700,000. A correspondent of a daily paper asks a rather 
pertinent question in connection with the commercial side of 
wireless cross-sea telegraphy, namely, why does not Marconi 
transmit commercial messages, say, to France, or other 
places where their system has already been proved to be 
practicable ? The answer does not appear to be obvious. 

There is a long article by Mr. William Maver in Cassier's 
Magazine on wireless telegraphy, its past and present status 
and prospects. It is mostly historical and descriptive of 
apparatus already familiar to our readers, but contains some 
novel and interesting statements. The amount of energy, 
says the author, employed in setting up the electric oscilla- 
tions in a Marconi transmitter for a range of 186 miles is 
about 150 watts (10 volts and 15 amperes), or about 
one-fifth of а  horse-power. Ап ordinary telegraph 
relay may be operated at a distance of 186 miles by an 
expenditure of three watts at the transmitting end of the 
wire, or with about one-fiftieth of the energy used in 
operating the transmitter in question. The actual energy 
used in operating the telegraph relay is about 0°24 watt, 
the rest of the energy being consumed in the wire iteelf. 
The waste of energy in wireless telegraphy is, of course, 
immensely greater owing to the fact that the density of the 
radiant energy decreases as the square of the distance. 

The induction coil used in a wireless transmitter must be 
capable of producing a 10 or 12-in. spark, though, in actual 
work, the knobs are only separated by about J in. Mr. 
Maver does not believe much in the efficacy of tuning as a 
means of securing non-interfering messages. It was found 
not to be effective on the occasion of the recent international 
yacht races, off Sandy Hook, when three different sets of 
wireless telegraph apparatus were in readiness to report the 
progress of the races. Interference between the different 
Sets was pronounced. The use of tuned apparatus has, 
however, one advantage; it greatly increases the range of 
transmission. 


NOTES. 


Late Correspondence.— 
CRAWFOBRD-VOELKER LAMP. 


With reference to the tests of the Crawford-Voelker lamp, to 
which attention has been drawn in your columns, and concerning 
which it has been pointed out that some important data referring to 
the lamps were not given, I have now pleasure in rectifying the 
omission. In the first place, I may be permitted to draw attention 
to the fact that the tests made by me were carried out in February 
and the following months of last year, as already recorded in the 
original article in your paper, and that the report was not made to 
or for the inventor or owner of the patents. As to the lamps, they 
were made, through an error, suitable for 194-volt circuit, not 200 
as was intended, and they were therefore tested and run at 194 volts; 
they were selected by me of varying candle-power, and therefore 
could not be correctly described as 8 or 16 с.р. Of the 24 lamps 
which survived the 1,000 hours, the average initial candle-power, 
measured in the horizontal plane, was 14:45, the highest being 193, 
and the lowest 10:8; at the termination of the 1,000 hours the 
average candle-power was 11:8, the highest being 139, and the 
lowest 8:5; the lamps tberefore at the end of test had still an 
average of 8177 per cent. of their original illuminating power. Any 
other particulars as regards the lamps or tests I should be willing 
to communicate to you. In conclusion, though I certainly was 
under the impression at the time, and am now, that Sir W. Preece’s 
tests and figures were of 8-с.р., 200-volt lamps, I find, on reference 
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to the original document which has been sent to me to-day at my 
request, that the candle-power of the lamps is not stated therein. 


| H. G. HorpEx. 
Gifford House, Blackheath, 
January 8th, 1902. 


[We are indebted to Colonel Holden for these additional parti- 
culars, which were unfortunately received too late for insertion in 
our “Correspondence” columns. Weare, it is true, not much better 
off as regards material for a detailed criticism of the performance 
of the lamps; the candle-powers being so various, and the average 
efliciency only being stated in the report. However, further com- 
ment must be deferred.—E ps. ELEC. REv.] 


ALUMINIUM. 


As we go to press we have received the following 
notes from the writer of our recent article:—'' I have only just 
noticed Mr. W. Murray Morrison's letter in your issue for 
January 3rd, which accuses me of interpolating incorrect figures of 
шу own into my abstract of his paper. It seems to have escaped Mr. 
Morrison’s attention that there are sometimes two totally diffcrent 
ways of saying the same thing. In his Table VI. he gives the 
‘price of copper wire іп pence per lb. as (say) 10d., and the 
‘equivalent price of aluminium for equal section in pence 
per Ib.“ as (say) 337d. Now, so far as my aritometic reaches, 
10 : 337 :: 1: 3°37. Similarly, ‘for equal conductivity 
(c.f., Table VI.), 10: 206 :: 1: 2:06. I was made to say 2:03 by a 
clerical or printer’s error. After all, 3:37 and 2°06 are only the 
rough reciprocal of 0:207 and 0:485 respectively. We both say and 
mean the same thing: if copper costs 18. per Ib., I can afford to pay 
3 378. for an equal section of aluminium; or 2:06s. for aluminium of 
equal conducting power—if the latter metal can be procured more 
cheaply, so much the better for my pocket.— Your ABSTRACTOR.” 


Sheffield Tramway Troubles,—The Sheffield Daily 
Independent, of Friday last, contains some notes respecting break- 
downs which have occurred in the tramway generating plant, causing 
disorganisation of the system. We quote our contemporary as 
follows :—'' For a great part the unfortunate incident of the sub- 
merged armature in the canal is held responsible. But for that 
accident it was expected that an additional large generator would 
have been running in October. Now it will be at least six weeks, 
or even two months, before it is erected. The state of affairs has 
become such that it is probable a few of the cars will have to be 
taken off whilst the generators are being overbauled. Therc are 
five of the latter at the electricity power station. The first is now 
being repaired, as it failed a fortnight ago; the second failed last 
Sunday, but has been patched up, and, whilst defective, is still 
running; thethird is running satisfactorily ; the fourth is defective, 
and needs to be shut down for three or four days. It was a break- 
down on the part of this machine which caused the stoppage of a 
number of cars on Wednesday evening. The fifth generator is so 
defective that it is desirable that it should be shut down on 
Saturday. "There are now about 120 cars running out of some 160 
belonging to the Corporation, and if it is necessary to shut down 
some of the generators a reduction in the service will have to take 
place." 


Personal.—Mr. К. A. Miles, who has been on the 
ataff of the N.T. Company's factory in Nottingham, has accepted a 
position in charge of the manufacturing section for telephones and 
instruments recently started by the Electric and Ordnance Acces- 
sories Company, Limited, Stellite Works, Cheston Rond, Birming- 
ham (Messrs. Vickers, Sons & Maxim, Limited). He was presented 
on leaving Nottingham with a handsome black and copper 
pedestal lamp as a mark of esteem by his colleagues on the staff. 

A New York exchange says that Mr. Lemucl Bannister, who for 
the last five years has been the gencral manager of the British 
Westinghouse Company, has resigned. 


Energy From Refuse.—Mr. W. Nillery, electrical engi- 
neer to the Corporation of Wrexham, sends us particulars of the 
performance of the Meldrum refuse destructors at that town during 
December last. The units generated exclusively from refuse vary 
from 400 to 966 per day, the total for 23 working days (apart from 
Sundays and holidays, when no refuse was delivcred) amounting to 
over 16,000 units. In addition to this, the destructor supplied 
steam to the furnace blowcrs, water softener, deep well pumps, con- 
densing plant, &c. The boilers are of Messrs, Babcock & Wilcox's 
make. The electrical energy generated amounted to about 38 units 
per ton of refuse. These results prove, if proof were needed, that 
there is a good deal to be said for the refuse destructor as a source 
of energy, when it is of suitable design and properly looked after. 
Great assistance is to be obtained from storuge in this connection, 
апа at Wrexham, from a log sheet which we have received, it 


appears that the batteries were being charged on December 21st, 


from 7.30 p.m. to 11.15 p.m., at the rate of over 60 kw., while the 
maximum load, which occurred at 7.30—9.0 p.m., including the 
battery charging, amounted to nearly 150 Kw. Thus two-fifths 
of the maximum load was a charging load. As the battery was 
being charged for nearly four hours at about 60 xw., taking in all, 
say, 225 units, and the whole output for the day was 756 units, 
nearly one-third of the whole output went into the battery. This 
we believe to be a very good example to follow, and Mr. Sillery is 
to be congratulated on his results. 


Priority of Invention of the Telephone.— The 
most interesting paper read at the last congress of the members of 
the Italian Electro-Technical Association, which was held at Rome, 
M. Guido Grassi presiding, was that contributed by Prof. Banti, 
editor of the El«ttricita, of Rome, concerning the claim to priority of 
invention of the telephone put forward by the Italian Meucci. Prof. 
Banti has investigated the subject thoroughly, and he thinks that he 
bas at last attained his object. Round the name of M. Meucci had 
gathered a great many legendary rumours, which have now been 
dissipated by the resulte of Prof. Banti's inquiry. It appears that 
M. Meucci died very poor, as he had lived. He was so poor that he 
was not ableto take out a patent for the protection of his invention, 
which has since been worked by very clever speculators, who have 
derived immense protits from it. М. Banti was enabled, in 
the following manner, to procure the information which he laid 
before the Italian Electro-technical Association at their last meeting. 
M. Banti, like others, was acquainted with Meucci’s work, but 
recently at a fine art exhibition in Florence he saw a_ bust, 
under which was inscribed, “The Inventor of the Tele- 
phone.” The sculptor made M. Banti acquainted with one 
of M. Meucci’s brothers, who is still living, and who was 
able to give bim information of sufficient weight to obtain 
for M. Meucci an official and serious recognition of his claim. 
It is, moreover, an established fact that M. Meucci invented 
an apparatus which he called an “acoustic telegraph,” and for which 
he took out a provisional specification. It was impossible for him 
to take out the complete patent on account of his want of means. 
M. Meucci entrusted his apparatus to someone who afterwards 
occupied an important position in the Bell Company. Morcover, 
the drawing and the description of M. Meucci’s “acoustic telc- 
graph ” are as like those of the Bell telephone as one drop of water 
isto another. All the statements brought forward were so well 
authenticated that the members of the Italian Electro-technical 
Association decided unanimously to request the President, M. Guido 
Grassi, to appoint & committee to continue such official researches 
as would enable them, if possible, when a suitable occasion should 
present itself, to render posthumous honour to the memory of the 
Italian, Meucci. The committee could find many references to 
Meucci in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW for October 11th, 1884. 


The Behr Railway.—Mr. Behr's lecture before the 


German Engineering Association did not evoke much favourable 
comment. The general opinion was all in favour of tht ample 
sufficiency of the ordinary two rails. Mr. Behr seems to have made 
light of the centrifugal force fears. We, ourselves, share in those 
fears, because we have never yet learned how Mr. Behr can get at 
the back of what we accept as a fixed law, the first law of motion. 
The suspended railway was urged by Langen as the only 
one in which centrifugal force could have no effect on the pas- 
sengers. No doubt he is not far wrong, if he will only provide for 
ihe lateral pull on the structure, which, of course, will be consider- 
able. The so oft expressed fears as regards an ordinary two-rail 
irack remind us of the early days of railroads, when rack rails were 
employed under the belief that smooth wheels had insufficient 
adhesion. One fine day it occurred to some man to try, and racks 
disappeared, until the days of the Righi and Pilatus justified their 
use. We look with interest for the appearance of the high-speed 
Behr railway, chiefly because we feel greatly interested in the 
motor design and location. The A-frame seems to us a great 
obstacle to a good motor design within reasonable width. Or is the 
motor to be perched up aloft? We quite appreciate the doubts of 
the German engineers. "They are exactly what we have ourselves 
maintained all along. 


German View of American Machine Shop Practice. 
—The continuation of Mr. Luder's article begins with the drawing 
office, the hours of which arc condemned as too long. It is “im- 
possible to do really good constructing work for eight or more hours 
a day, especially during an Amcrican summer." He compares some 
German offices to the disadvantage of the Americans, for in 
Germany in some works men work from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. only 
without a break, and to the advantage for all concerned. This we 
can readily credit. Eight hours is too long for any draughtsmau 
who is also а thinking engineer. The advantage of the Americau 
system is the multiplicity of blue prints allowed. In many works 
one drawing is made to serve too mauy men, and is apt to form a 
sort of centre of conversation. The worst of Mr. Luder's paper is 
its exaggeration in style and emphasis. Thus, dealing with the sys- 
tem of press buttons and call boys to carry messages to and from the 
men and foremen, he draws a mental picture of the men feverishly 
pressing the button and tearing away at their work to save every 
minute. We hear that American shops are nigger drivcn, but 
the impressions conveyed by Mr. Luder are, we feel sure, overdrawn. 
He is equally over-anxious to ascribe perfection in every detail to the 
finished product, as though all were faultless. Now, this is all a 
part of the advertising boom of the Daily Май type, which is being 
so artfully worked by Americanus ог American Germans. Yet, all 
know that American products of the highest class are far from 
faultless, aud we have frequently known of faults which have been at 
first denied as "impossible to have passed the inspection table." 
An American mechanic only recently stated to us that the idea was 
wrong that the average English shop was much behind the American 
in general, while the engine shops in England could very soon be 
put into the first rank, if not already in it. At the same time, 
American practice is not to be blindly followed. We certainly 
cannot say a word of approval for that new American craze that 
caused a strike at the new Westinghouse works at Manchester. 
Half-an-hour was to be allowed for the principal meal of the day for 
the workmen. Workmen are too prone to strike for bad reasons, 
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and we have been as severe on the follies of trades unions as any- 
one. It is a pity to give them a most excellent reason for striking. 
We wonder if the authors of this half-hour dinner hour take even so 
little for the lunch which forms the midday refresher of the even- 
ing diner. The working man is not an evening diner, and we do 
not believe he ought to be expected to be one. The danger of the 
American shop system—its effect on the men—is foreseen by the 
author. In America a boy drifts from being a call boy to working 
on a machine, and there, as a rule, he sticks. The American 
becomes a first-rate machine hand, and there he usually stays, rarely 
becoming any approach to the old-fashioned tradesman. This sort 
of thing will, says the author, bring death and not pulsating life— 
a poor end for automatic machines and model shops that is inevit- 
able until men learn to use machinery to its utmest, and work men 
few hours only, such men on their part, we would add, living up to 
the new ideal, an attainment they don’t seem to hanker for. ‘They 
prate of tyranny and cannot deliver themselves from the “tyranny 
of the quart pot.” 


Correspondence Instruction. — The correspondence 
system of instruction has much to commend it, especially for the 
education of the mechanic, foreman, or practical man who has to 
ran plant, but who possesses little or no real knowledge of the 
design and construction of the machinery. One of the aims of the 
correspondence system is to reach such men as these, and educate 
them in ways which will add at once to their value to their 
employers, and hence to their wage-earning power. The American 
School of Correspondence, Boston, Mass., issues sets of instruction 
papers and books, covering thoroughly the practical details of 
stationary, electrical, mechanical, marine and locomotive engineer- 
ing, heating, ventilating and plumbing, and mechanical drawing. 
These courses are prepared by trained instructors of the best stand- 
ing, and are well illustrated. Many of the instructors are regular 
teachers in the greatest resident schools of the United States. 
Young mechanics who lack means or facilities for technical educa- 
tion will be interested in the American school's introductory free 
scholarship. | 


The Lay Press Again.—A note recently appeared ір а 
weekly contemporary to the effect that the King suddenly decided 
to have the electric light installed at Sandringham, and gave orders 
that it should be done within a fortnight, but was informed, after 
inquiry, that no British firm wonld do it in the time. “А lady 
suggested that if his Majesty would try Mr. Paris Singer, the 
American millionaire, he might obtain what he wanted. Mr. Paris 
Singer was communicated with, and he, though quite ignorant of 
electricity, undertook at once to have the installation completed in 
the time. Thus kings are satisfied and favourites made. But what 
shall be said of the ineffable British tradesman?” What indeed? 
Surely it is clear that the British tradesman knows his business 
better than even an American millionaire. But what is to be said 
of the unspeakable British journalist who writes such twaddle ? 


Lectures.—T wo special courses of 10 lectures are to be 


delivered this month at the Royal Technical Institute, at Salford, 


as follows: Mr. John Morris on Engineering Estimates and Speci- 
fications”; Mr. W. B. Burnie on “ Electric Traction and Motive 
Power.” An announcement appears in our advertisement pages 
to-day. 


Tramways and Light Railways Association.—At a 
general meeting of the Tramways and Light Railways Association 
held at Hamilton House, Victoria Embankment, E.C., yesterday, 
Messrs. H. R. Beeton, T. O. Callender, C. H. Gadsby, Hugh C. 
Godfrey, F. J. Trewhitt, and A. M. Willcox were proposed as 
mem bers. 


Searchlight.—A New York telegram states that the 
Diamond Shoal lightship off Cape Hatteras will in future, in addi- 
tion to the usual light, use a new electric searchlight. If it is a 
success, the new mariners’ beacon will be installed at Fire Island, 
Sandy Hook, and all other principal stations. 


Royal Institution.—The Friday evening discourse on 
January 17th will be delivered by Lord Rayleigh, his subject being 
“Interference of Sound." On January 31st Prof. A. Crum Brown 
will lecture on the Ions of Electrolysis.” 

The fifth of Dr. Fleming’s lectures on Waves and Ripples” was 
delivered on Monday. 


Appointments Vacant,—An electrical engineering 
assistant is wanted by the Gibraltar Sanitary Commissioners at 
£200 per annum, on conditions stated in our Official Notices“ 
to-day. A distributing engineer, at £180 per annum, is wanted by 
the Nottingham Corporation. Resident electrical and tramway 


engineer for Blackpool; working engineer for Islington new 
in i 


The Electrical Standardising, Testing, and Train- 
ing Institution.—On Monday next, January 13th, Prof. C. A. 
Carus- Wilson, M.A., M. I. E. E., will commence a special course of 
lectures to the senior students of the above Institution upon 
" Dynamo, Motor, and Transformer Construction." 


The Liverpool Railway Disaster.—At the adjourned 
inquest on Wednesday, the jury found that the death of the victims 
was due to accidental suffocation, but they were of opinion that a 
great oversight had been made by storing the sleepers in such a 
dangerous place. | 


The Influence of Aluminium upon the Carbon of 
Cast-Iron.—Messrs. Melland and Waldron have carried out a series 
of experiments on the amount of aluminium necessary to separate the 
largest quantity of graphite from white cast-iron, and on the 
influence of speed of cooling on the carbon in irons containing between 
0:2 and 12 per cent of aluminium. The material employed was a 
white Swedish charcoal iron, and it was melted in batches of 1:4 to 
1'8 kilos in a carbon-lined crucible. The aluminium was 99 per 
cent. pure. ‘The alloys were made by melting the aluminium in the 
crucible, and then adding the iron; the samples were finally cast in 
moulds, some being chilled, others allowed to cool slowly. It was 
found that less than 2 per cent. of aluminium exerted no influence 
upon the total carbon content ; larger additions reduced the per- 
centage of carbon, ¢.g, 2 to 11:8 per cent. of aluminium yielding 
alloys containing 012 to 0:39 per cent. of carbon. In the chilled 
samples less than 0:23 per cent. of aluminium did not affect the 
amount of graphite eliminated ; but it increased as the proportion of 
aluminium rose to 0:53 per cent, then remained constant to 1°78 per 
cent., and then fell. In the slowly cooled specimens tbe action of small 
quantities of aluminium is irregular. Between 0°23 and 1778 per 
cent. of aluminium the metals were grey and contained about 3 per 
cent. of graphite; larger additions of aluminium reduced the 
graphite, till at 11:8 per cent. of aluminium there was only 0:2 per 
cent. left. Unlike silicon, aluminium will not convert the whole of 
the carbon iuto graphite. The chilled metals were exceedingly 
fine in the grain. It was observed that aluminium carbide (Al, C ) 
was formed at a temperature below the melting point of cast-iron, 
which is probably the cause of the small separation of graphite 
when 8 to 10 per cent. of aluminium was added. The finely 
powdered material, however, evolved no hydrocarbon, nor could the 
carbide be seen on an examination of an etched and polished 
surface. Mechanical tests showed that the hardness of the iron was 
reduced 60 per cent. by the presence of 0°25 per cent. of aluminium ; 
and the alloy possessed the properties of a good white cast-iron. 
In spite of the absence of its white skin, asample containing 3:8 per 
cent. of aluminium had a strength of 121 kilos per sq. mm. iu 
compression. 


The Care of Street Railway Controllers,—In the 


American Electrician Mr. Frank Berry, jun., writes on this subject 


as follows :—'' The controllers of a street railway car should be 
thoroughly inspected and cleaned at least once a week if the car is in 
regular service, as the cuttings and accumulations of dust are apt to 
cause а ground or short circuit if they are allowed to collect for any 
length of time. The controller should be carefully watched for 
burnt spots on the contact segments and fingers. Any rough place 
due to burning should be smoothed with a file until the fingers rest 
squarely upon the contact strips. Апу finger that does not make a 
firm contact should be lowered, unless the trouble is due to a weak 
spring or excessive wearing, in which case the finger should be 
immediately replaced by a new one. If a controller has been 
inspected with a view to making sure that none of the contacts are 
broken earlier than they should be (which may be the case on 
account of excessive burning), the controller should be carefully 
cleaned with a cloth wherever the parts are accessible by this 
method, and a band bellows should be used to blow 
the dust out of inaccessible places. In using the bellows, 
the connections at the base of the controller must not 
be overlooked, as an accumulation of dust there is liable to 
cause a breakdown in the controller leads. Any metal lodged on 
the flash-plates, which is due to arcing, should be scraped off. After 
the controller has been cleaned and inspected, a lubricant should 
be applied to the contact surfaces of the fingers, in order to prevent 
mechanical cutting. The lubricant most commonly used is vaseline, 
although soft motor grease is sometimes used for this purpose. 
Whatever form of lubricant is used, it should be used sparingly, iu 
order that the contact surfaccs may not become gummed. The 
ratchet should also be lubricated, but more freely than the contact 
surfaces, in order that the cylinder may have a free movement. 
When controllers are used with stops on the face-plate, special 
attention should be given, in order to make sure that the controller 
handles fit snugly on the shafts. The writer bas seen controller . 
handles in use which fitted so loosely, that upon moving the handle 
from the off position, there was a free play of half an inch on the 
part of the handle before the drum began to move, and on the 
‘loop’ position some of the fingers which should have made con- 
tact scarcely touched, and were badly burned." 


Instructions to Electricity Consumers.—We have 
received a wall-card of instructions which have been drawn up and 
issued to consumers by Mr. A. R. Sillar, borough electrical engineer 
to Colchester. The instructions are very simply worded, such as 


even the most unsophisticated consumer should readily understand, 


and are especially aimed at the avoidance of dirt and moisture. 
Users of currrent are warned not to interfcre with the Corporation’s 
main fuse, and to replace blown branch fuses with fuses of the 
correct capacity ; the idea is a good one, and well worthy of imita- 
tion by other station engineer s. 


Obituary.— The death is announced of Sir J. T. Chance, 
head of the firm of Chance Brothers, glass manufacturers and light- 
house engineers, of Spon Lane, Birmingham. He was created 
baronet in 1900, for eminent services to science in lighthouse engi- 
neering and munificent philanthropy. In 1838 he was Seventh 
Wrangler in the Cambridge mathematical tripos, and on leaving 
college devoted himself to the business of glass manufacture, estab- 
lished by his father and uncle. Amongst the firm's achievements 
were lenses for searchlights on war vessels aud the group-flashing 
light on lighthouses. 
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Non-electrical Calcium Carbide Again.—According 
to some of the papers, it would appear that the notion of making 
calcium carbide without the aid of electricity, and at a cost of 
nothing, or rather less, is once more being extensively “ boomed,” 
particular reference being again made to the product called 
"Carbolite," which is reputed to have been manufactured in 
America by Hartenstein from blast furnace slag: We desire to 
express no opinion on the point whether calcium carbide could or 
could not be sold remuneratively at a lower price than at present 
obtains in Great Britain; but as regards the broad question of non- 
electrical carbide, or carbide made electrically or otherwise from 
valueless waste products, it may be well to lay down a few general 
principles. Neglecting those early experiments dating from the first 
production of calcium carbide in the electric furnace, which experi- 
ments are, and always must be, of no practical significance what- 
ever, there is at the moment absolutely no evidence that carbide 
has ever been manufactured without the assistance of the electric 
current. So far as can be seen from a study of its chemical pro- 
perties and the reactions involved in' its preparation, there is no 
probability that calcium carbide ever will be manufactured except 
in the electric furnace. We are aware that these statements may 
be disputed; we have even seen samples of carbide alleged to 
have been made non-electrically, and have heard а great 
deal about the processes employed. Nevertheless, we have 
no reason to alter our opinion. We are not aware that 
" earbolite" has ever yet been manufactured on a large scale. 
It has certainly never been made non-electrically. Hartenstein's 
idea was originally to treat a mixture of blast furnace slag and 
powdered coke in an electric furnace of some kind. Assuming 
" carbolite " ever was so made, except on paper—and there are no 
obvious theoretical grounds for denying that it could be—a syndicate 
or company bearing the name was founded, at any rate—it might 
easily contain a considerable proportion of various carbides, but the 
proportion of calcium carbide in it would be small. It would most 
probably yield much less than '' 5 ft. of gas per pound " on treatment 
with water. That gas would only contain a small proportion of 
acetylenc; much of it would be methane, which burns with a 
practically non-luminous flame; it would be highly charged with 
numerous impurities, many of which would demand removal before 
the gas could be burnt for domestic purposes; and the whole 
material, unless it could be made and sold at a price which it is 
impossible to believe realisable, would never be able to find any 
extensive market, unless it proved exceptionally useful for 
the destruction of phylloxera, &c., among vines. Calcium 
carbide is already а distinctly serviceable material, and 
acetylene finds acceptance as an artificial illuminant in many 
of the wilder and less thickly populated parts of the world; but 
no good can be done to a small industry by making exaggerated 
claims on its behalf. Had it not been for action of this character 
in the past, the calcium carbide trade would have become more im- 
portant than it at present ів, and the “slump” and distress in the 
Continental carbide markets would probably have been avoided. 
Some time ago we read in a local paper the report of a lecture upon 
acetylene, in the course of which the speaker was made to say, 
There never yet had been an accident with acetylene,” . . . . 
which is quite incorrect. By a curious coincidence, or by а grim 
joke on the editor’s part, the following paragraph in the same news- 
paper mentioned that a man had just injured himself somewhere in 
the same neighbourhood by an explosion of a gas generator of his 
own construction. 


Keen Rivalry.—In one of our leading Colonial cities, 
not long ago, the electric lighting company found it necessary to 
“ change-over ” from 110 to 220 volts. Naturally this led to diffi- 
culties with the arc lamps, and although the operation of conversion 
was smartly carried out, many temporary expedients bad to be 
made use of, to keep the lights going until a more favourable time 
for setting things in order. For example, two rival drapers, Jones 
and Brown, each boasted of two arc lamps running in series at 110 
volts; the engineer simply ran a cable across the street (the con- 
ductors are all overhead) and coupled the four in series on 220 volts 

pro tem. Shortly after this performance, Mr. Jones came to his 
front door and observed that the shades of night were fast ap- 
proaching; he therefore decided to switch on his two arcs, and so 
outshine his rival, for a brief period at least. Returning to his post, 
he was struck with the fact that Brown had also lit up. Evidently 
he had been watching for Jones to put on the current, and Jones 
was somewhat annoyed at this close surveillance—so much so, that 
he at once went indoors and switched off again. Once more he 
took up his stand at the gates of custom—and behold, Brown had 
switched off too ! 

“The bally idiot," says Jones; what's his little game, any way? 
I'll teach him!" 80 he promptly put on the switch again—and so, 
apparently, did Brown. 

Here were the elements of a first-class row. But, fortunately, 
Jones was а philosopher. He wouldinvestigate. So he set a small 
boy to switch the lamps on and off, while he went to the door to 
see what Brown's next move would be. Already a crowd was 
gathering, curious to get at tbe cause of all this flickering, and 
various rumours were spreading. Mr. Brown's manager had sent off 
a messenger post haste to the electricity works to give the alarm— 
not being able to fathom the entirely mysterious behaviour of the 
two lamps over his stoep. But Jones, returning to the door, was 
astonished to find that Brown's lamps were flashing in synchronism 
with his own ! 

Happily the arrival of a workman from the station at this point 
put an end tothe mystery. The circuit of four lamps was controlled 
by Jones's switch alone, but by an oversight he had not been 
informed of the fact. 


Institution of Junior Engineers.—At the meeting of 
this Institution, held on January 3rd at the Westminster Palace 
Hotel, the chairman, Mr. Percival Marshall, presiding, a paper on 
“The Utilisation of Exhaust Steam " was read by Mr. John Buley. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electric Light, Power and Hiring Company, Limited (72,303). 
This company was registered on December 80th, with a capital of £15,000 in 
£1 shares, to acquire and deal in electric plant, to let on hire or hire-purchase 
electric installations, to erect, fix, lay down, construct, convert, supply, sell, let 
on hire, repair and maintain cables, fittings, brackets, lamps, globes, posts, 
insulators and accessories thereto, and to oarry on the business of electricians, 
engineers, suppliers of electricity for light, heat, power and other purposes, 
cycle, motor cycle and motor vebicle builders, &c. The first subscribers (each 
with one share) are:—J. T. Higham, Holly Grove, Accrington, cotton spinner 
А. E. Higham, 9, Grantham Street, Blackburn, salesman; Е. T. Sinclair, 90, 
Lonsdale Road, Levenshulme, clerk; A. Hawe, 8, Alma Terrace, Sale, Cheshire, 
clerk; A. Smethurst, Newfield, Haslingden, agent; Mrs. M. M. Smethurst, 
Newfield, Haslingden; and Т, F. Bradbury, 57, Deardengate, Haslingden, 
draper. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than 
two nor more than five; the first are John S. Higham and Alfred Smetharst ; 
qualification £500; remuneration as fixed by the company. Registered office, 
491, Manchester Road, Haslingden. 


British Prism Globe Electrical Company, Limited (72,339). 
—This company was ере on January 2nd, with a capital of £20,000 in £1 
shares, to carry on the business of glass manufacturers and blowers, makers of 
prism globes and globe carriers, manufacturersof glass ware of any description, 
electrical and general engineers, suppliers of electricity, electricians, manu- 
facturers of and dealers in electrical apparatus, &c.. and to enter into an agree- 
ment with J. Н. Pontefract (on behalf of the Prism Globe Company, incorporated 
in 1899). The subscribers are:—A. Davidson, 189, Norfolk Street, Sheffield, 
engineer, one share; E. W. Hatfield, 189, Norfolk Street, Sheffield, engineer, 
one share; J. Н. Bardsley, 60, King Street, Manchester, chartered accountant, 
one share; W. Dearden, East Dene, Whitefield, near Manchester, chartered 
accountant, one share; E. Stanley, 57, Chancery Lane, W.C., engineer, one 
share; A. S. Brewis, 16, King’s Grove, Heaton Moor, chartered accountant, one 
share; J. H. Boardman, 41, Jobn Dalton Street, Manchester, solicitor, 500 
shares. No initial publicissue. The number of directors is not to be less than 
three nor more than seven. The subscribers are to appoint the first, subject to 
the right of the Prism Globe Company, Limited, to nominate two while holding 
1,000 ordinary shares. 
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SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


THE accounts of the Cheltenham Corporation 

Cheltenham electricity department are not quite what we 

Corporation expected, and the results of the business for 1900 

Electricity show a retrograde movement, which it is to be 

Accounts. hoped may have been arrested last year. The 

growth of the output and load is satisfactory, but 

the latter is rising out of proportion to the former, compared with 

the previous year, and this being a falling off in the! load factor, 
may explain to some cxtent the increased costs. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900, Ino. 
Total capital expenditure .. £90,839 £12,827 £21,988 
Number of units sold .. 541,384 653,364 111,980 
Maximum load in kilowatts — ... 450 560 110 
Number of lamps connected — ... — 35,521 — 
Gross revenue ec * £8,580 10,086 £1,506 
Gross expenditure... ae * £5,337 487,008 22,271 


Gross profit ese 28,243 89,478 — 4765 
Average price per unit sold. 3:644. 3:660. +024. 

The total capacity of plant installed has risen from 800 to 1,800 Kw. 
Public lighting has been increased from 212 to 263 arc lamps, and 
in addition to this there are 18 32-с.р. and one 150-с.р. incan- 
descents. The proportion of units sold was :— 


Units Units to Units to 
Year. generated, street lamps. private supply. 
1898 507,830 192,712 183,122 
1899 018 714,504 309,175 232,209 
1900  ... 842,490 362,994 290,370 


As the charges for the arc lamps vary from £19 10s. down to 
£14 10s. per annum, and the department is expected to supply the 
32-c.P. incandescents for £5 28. 6d. each per annum, while the sales 
to the public lighting very much exceed those to private con- 
sumers, it is not surprising that the business should be worked at a 


loss. 
REVENUE STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Gross Per unit. Grose. Per unit. Inc. 


Sale of energy .. е T £9,979 3:66d. + 02d. 


Meter rents 6 00d ‘00d. 
Sale of old materials, ae. 357 16d. 101 ‘04d. — 12d. 
Sundry fees, &c... ae oe fe == = se» ori — 


—— —— EE — 


Gross revenue 

The prices charged per unit to the private consumers are 6d. to 
34d. for lighting, and 3d. for power. The sale of energy shows a 
slight rise in the receipts per unit, but sales of material having 
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dropped by nearly zd. per unit, the average return has fallen 
by vod. 


Cost o» PRODUCTION. 
1809. 1900. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Шо. 


Gl. . £1,790 79d. £3,411 1:954. +'46d. 
Oil, waste, water,and engine) 9980 -17d. 416 15d. — 02d. 
Toom stores. 
irre "n 
on an mae е ei e s . ө 
tion, and attending public j 1,578 70d. 1,960 1 + 
Repairs and maintenance 
of buildings, еп пе! 811 36d. 939 35d. — 01d. 
renewals, &c., of street 
{ lampe. — eee 
Works cos . . £4,559 2:024. £6,726 2°47d. + 45d 
Fans, rates за taxes — .. 140 06d. 146 *054, — Old. 
anagemen expenses, 
salaries of i . 19d. +014. 
— отнш, ine 413 184. — 510 “10d. 
G eneral 5 084 02d 
7 ne an ә T — . 
inting, ie сЕ ту 1 225 10d. 226 
insurance. _ 
Other expenses. T 805 — mx p = 
Total costs £5,837 2:364. £7,608 9994. + 43d. 


The adverse effect duc to the increase in the price of coal is 
carried both to works and total cost, as the other changes prac- 
tically cancel out. The figure of 14d. is higher than in 1898, but 


is not likely to be maintained. The total cost is back again to 


almost the same amount as in 1897. 
| Pnorrr STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Interest on loans бег we 3 | . £2,580 £3,888 
Sinking fund for repaym КА е as 2,170 2,228 
Net profit carried forward .. >. ten 1,507 — 9,638 
Gross profit [A3] ees eee £3,243 £2,478 


The gross profit is less by £765 than in 1899, and as the financial 
charges require an additional £1,366, the net loss of £1,507 of the 
previous year is swollen by both these changes to the unfortunately 
large amount of £3,638. The interest and other capital payments. 
are telling against the profit statement, and seem very heavy for the 
moderate capital expenditure involved. 


A LITTLE over a year ago we were able to 


Yarmouth congratulate the Yarmouth Corporation upon 
Corporation the results of the previous financial year’s 
Electricity trading. Unfortunately, the accounts we now 
Accounts. analyse indicate a falling off, and the loss not 


only absorbs the profit of 1899, but leaves 
a sum approximately equal to that profit to be carried forward against 
future accounts. т 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900, Inc. 
Total capital expenditure — ... £40,265 444,392 24127 
Number of units sold... 279,179 356,882 57,703 
Maximum load in kilowatts ... 319 883 64 
Number of lamps connected ... — 27,052 — 
Gross revenun .._ .. 26,457 87,995 4768 
Gross expenditure iat - £3,818 £25,406 £1,588 
Gross profit "T eee 480 £2,639 £1,819 —£820 
Average price per unit sold — ... 5014. 4°70d. | — 31d. 


The following figures showing the position of affairs during the 
last four years, are instructive :— 


Units Unite. Units. Total Maximum Net 
generated. Publiclamps. Private. sold. load kw. profit. 
1897 271,420 69,240 120,760 190,000 213 — £437 
1898 333,731 75,500 165,169 243,669 267 — £57 
1899 410,959 81259 217,920 299,179 319 +437 
1900 507,144 83,527 273,355 356,882 383 — £632 


There are now 77 10-ampere arc lamps for public lighting. The 
capacity of the plant installed is 735 kw. The prices charged are 
for lighting, 6d. and 4d., and for power, 34d. per unit. Owing to 
the average price per unit sold having fallen by nearly !d., the gross 
revenue has only increased by £768, notwithstanding an additional 
output of nearly 58,000 units. 


REVENUE STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ine. 
Bale of energy T £6,238 5:014. £6,981 4:704. — 31d. 
Meter rents - .. 202 16d. 982 16d. ‘00d. 
Bale of old material .. ae 4 ‘00d. — — 00d. 
Sundry fees, &c. 13 Old 9 ‘00d. — 01d. 


£7,225 486d. — 32d. 


Grose revenue ee £6,457 518d. 


Coal is the item that explains the difference in resulte. From 
1:29d. per unit in 1898, it rose to 1'35d. in 1899, and again by zd. 
to 1:854. in 1900. Slight increase in wages, rates and taxes, and 
salaries, are not quite covered by reductions in repairs and establish- 
ment charges, the difference adding nearly pod. to the higher coal 
figure, and leaving total costs at almost 33d. or nearly d. above 
the previous amount. | 


Cost oF PRODUOTION. 


1899. 1900. 
Gross, Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc. 
on and unloading game .. £1,687 1:354. £2,743 1°85d. ＋ 50d. 
room dtores and curbons-.! 379 31d. 468 *81d. 004. 
een tod d 
nera -|n " 0 * 
bü Do. and. S attending 646 52d. 850 574. 4-'05d. 
street lamps. 
Repairs and maintenance of 
buildings, engines, boilers, 214 17d. 222 15d. — 02d. 
dynamos and publie lamps. с ес 8 
Works costs .. £2,926 235d. £4,283 9:88d. + :53d. 
R tes a tax ee е e е 
1 ent C XPDeHids 200 16d. 280 19d. + 03d. 
0 > . . 
meer reg, clerks, | 209 "45d. 726 494. 1 04d. 
Establishment е 
тее ну x 129 104. 117 *08d. — 024. 
suranoe. 
Other expenses = „= — = ias 
Total costa .. £3,818 3004. £5,406 8*64d, . 58d. 


The gross profit has fallen by £820, while the financial charges 
absorb £249 more than in 1899. Adding these two figures together 
we get a change of no less than £1,069, which turns the net profit of 
£437 into a loss of £632. The £371 brought forward from 1899 
reduces this loss to £261, to which may be added a reserve for 
special rebates of £99, and a balance to cover bad debts of £20, 
making the actual loss carried forward, £380. 


PROFIT BTATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Interest on loans б. ua wt £1,141 £1,182 
Sinking fund for repayments .. .. .. .. 1061 , 1,269 
Net profit carried to cover deficit in 1898 .. 4. 57 — 
" » to cover bad debts in 1900 m 9 — 
T m forward.. oe ee oe ee 371 — 632 
Gross profit wae ase « £2,639 £1,819 


1 


—————— 
CITY NOTES. 


Renewable Electric Lamp Company. 


We learn that a meeting of this company was held at Winchester 
House on Wednesday. As we did not receive a copy of the directors’ 
report, nor any notice of the meeting, we make the following extract 
from the Times report of the proceedings. | 

Mr. M. F. ABMsTRONG presided, and formally moved the adoption 
of the report, which stated that, on taking over the duties of general 
manager on December 30th, 1900, Mr. H. E. Kershaw (one of the 
directors) found the organisation incomplete and unsatisfactory ; 
and as the long-necked lamp had proved to be difficult to deal with 
on the market, he advised the board to abandon ite manufacture. 
The board agreed to this proposal, and the manufacture of the 
ordinary type of incandescent lamp was then commenced. This 
change of policy meant the practical abandonment of the original 
patents. The company had purchased, during the year, the secret 
process of what the directors had reason to believe was a better 
filament than any at present in use by electric incandescent lamp 
manufacturers. From Junelast to the close of the financial year, 
on September 30th, about 100,000 lamps were manufactured, and in 
the three succeeding months ended 31st ult., 150,000 lampe were 
manufactured. The loss shown on the year's working was accounted 
for, to a large extent, by changes in management and organisation 
which had been found necessary. 

Mr. KEBRSHAW seconded the motion, and the report was adopted 
without discussion. 

In compliance with a requisition received by the board, an extra- 
ordinary general meeting was afterwards held, Mr. Armstrong again 
presiding. Mr. A. Gilmer proposed, and Mr. Jacob Atherton 
seconded, a resolution to the effect that each of the directors should 
be removed from office. Owing to the resignation of Mr. J. E. 
Touch, the only remgining members of the board were the chairman 
and Mr. Kershaw. On a show of hauds the resolution was not 
carried, but a poll was taken, with the result that it was passed. It 
was next moved and seconded that Mr. Gilmer, Mr. Atherton, and 
Mr. Gerald Partridge should be appointed directors. Mr. Kershaw 
said he had consistently opposed the policy of Mr. Atherton, one of 
the vendors, and that was the explanation of that gentleman's 
present action. He claimed that during the 12 months he had acted 
as manager he had turned a costly failure into a profit-earning con- 
cern. The resolution was passed, and Mr. Armstrong was also re- 
elected a member of the board, 


— 
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Meeting.—4A meeting of the debenture holders in the 
Blackpool Electric Tramways (South), Limited, was held on 
Monday at the Hotel Cecil, but the proceedings were not open to 
the press. | 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipta for the week ending Jan. 
Вга were £769; corresponding week last year, £678; increase, £91. Total 
to date, £311; correspon period last year, £301; increase £40. 
Miles of track open, 103. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.— The receipts for the week ending 
. a were £4,304; corresponding period last year, £8,685; in- 
crease, I 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
January 4th were £197 1s. IId: corresponding week last year, £193 4s. 6d.; 
Total receipts for half-year ending 31st ult., £21,021 156. 21. ; corresponding 
period last year, £20,485 185. 10d. 


| ' Comparison ' | 
| with corres- | Aggregate. 


‚ Amount ponding week No: i aE PER 


Company. | £ | of last year. „eeks. rere Inc. or Dec. 
+ | = | £ | + т 
| га £ £ | £ 

| ' 
Croydon 647 357 — 52 18,082 2, 804 == 
Devonport... af 487 | — — | 27 10,073 — 
Dudley—Stourbridge 733 | 41 — 59 94,049 | 16,055 — 
Gateshead .. E 687 — — ' 834 19,797 — — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 378 ee — 12 8,527 — — 
Hartlepool .. 225 ! 8 | — 52 11,280 | 1,240 ша 
Kidderminster .. 120 = 10 . 52 6,: 685 - 
Merthyr г 291 = | – | e8 | 9,915 = = 
Oldham—Ashto | 470 | — 64 52 95,078 | 8,062 ! — 
Bols. 3| | — | — 5 (на | — | I 
Potteries v — 1,569 129 — 52 72,805 19,928 — 
Southportt ..  .. 114 4 | — 52 8271 | — 22797 
South Staffordshire! 922 — 28 52 40,173 2,8838 — 
Swansea ee .. 03 19 — 52 22900 | 4315 | — 
Taunton .. .. I 1449 | — ви 
Tynemouth .. .. 182 | — | — 10 | 10,683! — = 
Wolverhampton DE 102 22 | — 62 8,403 | 810 m 


* Partly horse. 1 Reconstructing. { Partly steam. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Jan. 4th were 
£6,108; corresponding week last year, £5,517; increase, £261. Total 
receipts to date, £6,108; corresponding period last year, £5,847; increase, 
£261. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Jan. 5th were £8,176; corresponding week last year, £2,024; increase, 
£1,152. Miles open, 64; corresponding period last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending January 
4th were £198 7s. 94d.; corresponding weck last year, £180 10s. 6d.; in- 
crease, £12 178. 84d. Total to date, £193 7s. 24d.; corresponding period 
last year, £180 10s. 5d.; increase, £12 178. 342. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,098; 190], 4,968. Number of сагв, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways compeny.— rhe receipts for four days ending Dec. 
81st were as follows: D. U. T. Co., electric сагв, £1,995 10s. 5d.; D. B. D. Co., 
electric cars, £399 6s. 7d.; total, £2,894 178. Od.; corresponding period last 

ear—D.U.T. Co., electric сагв, £1,993 17s. 10d.; ditto, horse cars, £11 10s. 9d. ; 

.S. D. Co., electric cars, £125 3s. Id.; total, £2,480 118. 84.; decrease, 
£95 14s. 8d.; veis inr to date, £122,581 бв. 5d.; aggregate to date last 
year, £121,919 14s. 2d.; increase, £661 118. 3d. The mileage worked is 45 
miles electrically, as against 48 miles electrically, and two miles by horses, 
for the corresponding period last vear.—Receipts for three days ending 
January 3rd were as follows:--D.U.T. Co, electric cars, £1,615 19s. 44.; 
D. S. D. Co., electric cars, £817 19s. 2d.; total, 21.933 188. 6d.; corresponding 
period last year D. U. T. Co., electric cars, £1,447 4s. 8d.; ditto, horse cars, 
£8 бв. Od.; D.S.D. Co., electric cars, £310 105. 2d.; total, £1,766 0s. 5d.; 
increase, £167 18s. 1d. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways —Week ending January 4th £18,015 15s. 5d, 
compared with £11,534 13s. 2d. for the corresponding period last year. 


Liverpool Overhead TANWAT спе receipte for the week ending Jan. bth 
were £1,102; corresponding week last year, £1,548; decrease, £141. Miles 
open, 6 miles 67 cbains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

THE remarkable outburst of speculative activity in the Kaffir 
market of the Stock Exchange has helped to stimulate business in 
all departments. So far from attention being diverted entirely to 
mining sbares, the boomlet has quickened the gencral pulse, and 
even the devoted telegraph section is busy, although its trade is at 
the present moment of the kind with which few are in love. The 
crash in telegraph stocks and shares continues unabated, but the 
electricity supply market is good, without any material alteration in 
prices. Large lines of shares change hands every day, and to stand 
by the side of a jobber who deals in supply shares is an interesting 
object-lesson in estimating the increased popularity which now 
attaches to thcse investments. 

The telegraph trouble begun by tbe Marconi scare is now 
accentuated by the foolish haste with which investors are tumbling 
over one another in their eagerness to sacrifice their holdings at 
any price. The falls in this department range from the 5 per cent. 
decline shown by Eastern Telegraph Ordinary stock downwards, 
Eastern Extension shares have lost 10s, equivalent to 5 points on 
£100 stock, and Globe Preference in shedding £1 display the 
largest proportionate fall in the list. Eastern Ordinary now stand 


at 130, and Eastern Extensions at 13, whereas the lowest prices 
touched last year were 135 and 124 respectively. Anglo-American 
Preferred at 884 compares with 863, the bottom quotation of 1900, 
while the top was 102, and in 1900 the two ends of the see-saw were 
117i and 95. The dividend announcement from the Anglo- 
American Company is due very shortly, and the latest market 
estimate for the whole year's distribution on Anglo А "ів about 
nothing per cent. Yankee as weil as British stocks are submitting 
to the same process of shrinkage, and it is some time since the 
market has presented the tame opportunities for picking up cheap 
stock which exist at present. | 

National Telephone issues are a little better оп the week; the 
Ordinary, Third Preference and 34 per cent. Debentures are making 
small gains. The 4 per cent. Debenture stock is really 101 to 105, 
despite the Official List quotation of 99 to 103, and there is none to 
be had. In one case we know of a buyer who gave 101 for £1,000 
stock last November, and he is still unable to obtain delivery of it. 
In fact, so scarce is the security that the jobbers decline to sell it 
unless the buyer promises he will not take steps to enforce ita being 
delivered. United River Plate Telephones are 4 down on the 
Argentine—Chili imbroglio, but Orientals keep steady at £1. 

In the electricity supply market, Brompton Preference, by a 5s. 
rise, are now in line with the Ordinary shares. London Electric 
Preference are also better, but there the list of quotable changes 
ends. The principal shares being mostly full of dividends,” it is 


more easy to sell than to buy at the medium price of the quotations, 


and, as we noted above, the volume of business in the shares is large. 
Westminster fragments are 1s. 6d, premium, and the whole shares 
are § premium. Provincial varieties are about the rame as they 
were at the end of last year. Oxfords are 54, Bournemouth and 
Poole 124, the Preference 10, and Folkestones 54. Hove Electrics 
are 7 to 8. To go farther afield, Calcutta Electrics are 8 and 74 for 
the Ordinary and Preference respectively, Electric Lighting of 
Australia Preference 43, and River Plate Electric 5 per cent. Deben- 
ture 60 to 70. Royal Electric of Montreal 44 per cent. Debenture 
are 105. 

Some weeks ago a correspondent took usto task because we do not 


. quote in every issue a full list of out-of-the-way shares connected 


with electric lighting. That our list of quotations embraces a good 
many which it is not usual to find generally noted ie, however recog- 
nised in other directions, and in the City Notes of this week's 
Sketch a writer on the subject refers to this journal as affording a 
useful list to those who have any trouble in getting electrical prices. 
We are not fond of trumpet-blowing, and in all modesty quote our 
lively contemporary. 

Electrical railway descriptions are very quiet, pending dividend 
declarations. There seems to be a distinct approach towards more 
harmonious working between the District and the Metropolitan 
Companies which will be gratefully welcomed by the stockholders 
in both concerns. New railway schemes are being discussed every 
day, and occasionally “private” circulars go out inviting sub- 
scribers to companies which are to he formed to do all sorts of 
wondrous things by tube-tapping the traffic of the metropolis. Of 
such schemes let the wary investor be very suspicious. It is un- 
likely that any important public emission connected with electrical 
railway enterprise will be made until some progress has been made 
with the numerous private Bills awaiting the attention of the next 
Parliament. 

British Electric Traction shares are steady, and the Debenture 
stock is up a brace of points, London United Tramway Preferences 
remain at £1 premium, and the Debentures at £2 premium. In 
connection with the latter, we hail with delight the defeat of the 
Inland Revenue extortioners who have been tryiry to levy stamp 
duty on the full nominal value of stock when transferred, whether 
it be all called up or not. It is now admitted that this newly- 
found law is not in order, which gives all the more reason for 
hoping that the same stupid enactment with regard to shares will 
also be weighed in the balance and found to be as much wanting 
in legality as it is in sense or fairness. | 

In the miscellaneous markct a dull tone prevails. Telegraph 
Constructions are lower, so also are British Insulated Wire, 
although the Preference shares of the last are } better on the weck. 
Brush Preference have improved, and find buyers over 2. India- 
rubber shares are flat on the telegraph slump, which is also, of 
course, responsible for the drop in Constructions. Crompton Dcben- 
tures have weakened a point, and one or two other similar securi- 
ties are quoted ex the dividends, which have not yet been 
recovered. | 

Part of the recent rise in the famous De Beers diamond shares is 
ascribed to the new electrical equipment which has just been ordered 


for the company, in America, we regret to say. The price is said to 


be £50,000. Of course, electrical equipment for mining companies 
is no new thing, and some of the Kolar undertakings in India have 
proved ita utility long ago. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


im Dividends t 
or 
НАМЕ. d the last three years. 
| imu, | 1899. | 1000, 
African Direct Telegraph, 4 95 Debs. - oe | 100 | ... id "e 
Amason Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 25, 00. coe 10]... - 22 
Amason ph 5 95 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Bed. eos | 100 | ... T jus 
Anglo-American Telegraph - eee - eo. |Btock| £3 9s.| 73/6 | 33 
Do. do. 6% Pref. eu: We oo. [Stock 6 6 9516 
Do. do. Deferred еге [IIl вее SUO 18s. £1 78. 58. i 
OhBi selephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 eee eee LI eee 5 3 4 @ 5 r4 
Commercial Cable $100 4 8 8 de 
Do. do. Sterling 800 year 4 % Deb. Bock Rad. Stock!!! !! $ wee 
Ouba Telegraph eos eee een LZ LJ eee 10 8 ? y 4 ‘eee 
Do. ЮЕ . eee eee ое een [I1] 10 n i * 4% | 
Direct E Spanish ograp eee eee eee eee ese 5 4 4 
до. Саза. Pref. aes [21] LII] 5 eee eee ees 
DS do. 4 Debs. eee eee eee 50 M eee see 
| Direct United States Oable eee eee eee 20 33% 33% 33% 
Direct West India poer Reg. Deb. а e „„ | 100 | ... eee up 
Eastern рын Ан ess 580 Stock 7 7 9517 $ 
Si% ты Stock ees ee 100 eee eee ese 
Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. s. [Stock] . ... 999 м 
Eastern x 5 and China Telegrapß  ... £s 792951792517 95 
Hastern and South African Telegraph, 4 Ф Mort. 80 100 52%, 
ов. 1 to 3,000, red. | "s 
Do. 4% apy Mt. Debs. „ыч ВаЬ.)1- 1—8,000 | 25 ses des 
Globe онар ад d Trust "T 10 | 53 5195 | 53% 
do. 6 Ф Pret. eee ees [I1] 10 6 eee ese 
150,000 J 10 |124 15 $ 
Halifax and Bermuda Oable, 41 ist Mort. Debe] 100 
within 08. 1 to Pee eee LEA eee 
Telegraph oo 1 25 |10 Y 10 95 10 9$ 
London Brasilian n Tologra u 6 Y Debs. ... * | 100 | .. ies sige 
ы RUN Limited, ‚ Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. 1| .. | 2 iss 
National al Telephone, 1 е osea | 1 44618 
6, to 9 ese eee eee eee 5 | 
Oum. ist Pref. TT eec eee 10 6 6 6 
Do, Non-cum. 8rd Pref., 1 ta 250,000 5 5 5 5 
Do. 84% V Deb. Stock Red. see “. |Btock| 33 33 33 
Do. 4 95 Deb. Btock Red.... 100 | ... — | 4 
Oriental Telephone and Elec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 115 55 6 
Pacific and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 00 | ... Vis aes 
Reuter’ e oe eee soo eee we ese 8 5 % 5 % 5 % 
Submarine Oables Trast eee cee eee М ees ert. eee 009 oes 
О River Plate Telephone ee tes 516517 %Г --. 
до 5 % Oum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 5 see ees [II] 
Do. Debs. ees ees eee Stock eee eee eee 
West African Telegraph, 5 Y Dobs. se | 100 | ... ses es 
West Ooast of America, Nos. 1—30,000 and 53 ,001—53,008 2% | ... Ия jsi 
Do. do. 4 % Debs., 1—1 ,500 gua. by Bras. Bub. TeL 100 eee eee eee 
Western . А xs Nos. 1—207,930 ... ‘ns » | 10791792517 7 
Debs. nd series, 1906 6. | 100 | oo d $us 
^ Deb. Btock Red. eee es 100 eee eee os 
Wost Тай and Panama fe ph... os — € Д 10 2 v V. 
6 @ Oum. Int Pref ee 10 eee eee eee 
Do. т 8 6 Oum. 2nd Pref. see 10 eee ee eee 
Do. do, do. b y 4 Debs, Nos. 1 to 1,800 100 006 [117 eee 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... Т es 895 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 |... sae € 
19,661 R Lt. Buap., Ord., 101 to 19,761 56 6 8 
20,000 do. 7 Y Oum. Pref... га eve з 
50,000 Do. do. do. % Oum. Pref. 5j .. iss "m 
250,000 Do. a do. 85 са К Deb. Stock Red. | 100 Я €x 51%, 
34,000 *Obelsea кшт Supply, 516 6 
150,000 Do. do. { Deb. Btock Red. 55 P sa 
70,579 | Ойу of London E Electric Lighting, Ó 40,001—110, 579... „| 10 16 4% 0 & 
Do. 6% Oum. Pref., 1 to 10 | 6 6% 6 
Do. 5 Y Deb. Btock, Scrip. b rina. at £115) all paid X же i5 ve 
Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 | ... sas m 
County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. L „Ота, 1—40,000. 10 | «й 4 „ 1 
Do. do. do. 6 % Pref., ТЗ a 10 6 6 6 
Do. 44 % Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs (al paid) Rd. eel Ae ey M 
Edmundson's Elec. Corp., Ord. Shares Vas eus 516% 6 5 7 
Do. do. 6 95 Cum. Pref. 88 $c Ae idi waa 
Do. do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. ... | 100 s А 
Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. ... 5 Кын as 
Do. do. do.. 4% Deb. Stock (Stock ad 
London Electric Bupply Ma. Limited, Ord. : T 


Do. do. 
Do. do. . do. 4% 1st Mt. Db. Btock Rd. 
Metropolitan Electric ly, 101 to 62,500 ees 
Do. 44 ortgage Debenture Stock 
Do. 9195 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. A 
Notting Hill Electric Lighting - Д 
Bt. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord. vis А 
Do. do. 7 % Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 
do. 84 % Deb. Stock Red. 
Bmithfleld Market Mn ‚Ота ... - " 


4 a eee Ее 


* 


10 5% 5% 6 % 


Y E. 
47 14 
7 


Closing Closing 
Quotation Quotations 
Jan. lst. Jan. 8th. 


3à— 4à | 34— 4i 


19$— 144 | 13à— 144 
9— 4 — 4 


8&—' 91 8$— 93 
100 —104 %| 98 —102 xd 
9j— 108 | 9 — 10 


130 —140 [125 —135 
91 — 94 | 88 — 92 
111 —116 106 —111 
13 — 14 | 124— 134 
113 —118 [111 —116 


100 —103  |100 —103 


100 —103 951100 —103 
9—10 | 9 — 10 
14 — 15 |13 — 14 
30— 32 27 — 29 


99 -—103xd| 99 —103 xd 


40 — 44 | 40 — 44 
103 —106  |103 — 106 
$ i— 


.44— 43 42— 5 
93 — 96 xd| 94 — 97 xd 


H—13s 18 — ly 
99 —102 xd| 99 —102 xd 
7— 8 7— 8 
120 —125 |120 —125 

5 — dd 4$— bjixd 

44— оха] 41— bxd 
102 —105 xdj102 —105 xd 
100 —103 100 —103 


102 —105 xd|102 —105 xd 


21— 3 21 33 


5 — 513 5 — M 

103 —105 |103 —105 
51— 6 5 

108 —111 xd 108 —111 xd 


111 —115 xdj111 —115 xd 
96 — 99 xd| 96 — 99 xd 
15 — 16 15 — 16 
154— 164 1524 — 163 


Башен аопе 


week en 
Jan. 8th. 
1902. 


ЕЕ 1160004. | Lowen? 
99 —102 97 —101 xd 1004 


488 | 47 
92. | 83 
84 78 
ad & bonus 


96 — 98zd| 94 — 97 2d 96 | 94 


99 —102 99 —102 xd| 101 


97293 
1344 125 
91 | 88% 
108 106 
194 123 
100 
99, 9 
14} | 13 
30 28 
3560 33 
4| 4H 


99 — 103 xd| 99 —193 xd| 103 | 1004 


5 . 


1443! 144 


164 | 158 


* Bubject te 5 


. — Ti см azo fully aid, eoniliing ot gem 


otations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


NIIT 
272 


чаташ prod bond Sd а capita 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. — Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


Stock Olosing Closing Business 
Issue. gnare, the last three years. | Juan. iat. Jan, Kn. Jan. 8th, 1908 
t Higbest:| Lowest. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 9, Oum. Pref... — 10 44— 5 „ 
900,00 Do. do. 5 & 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . Stock 87 — 91 a p 
62,074 | British Electric Traction PA dae sae ..| 10 134— 144 14 134 
90,000 Do. do. Р Cum. Pref. eee eee 10 ees 12 — 124 128 12} 
600,000: Do. do. se tte Debenture Btock Stock 126 —129 1272 | 137 
70,000 | British Insulated д Wire ox. aoc on 5 71— Si. | .. 
70,000 Do. do. (oy ces ар» cea 5 age 64 e afo 
50,000 Lindley & C 2809), 7 eee Фі» imt «i Ed 3 эъ . ар 
50,000 E Cum. Po ww 14 e" Pow 
105,731 Brush Eled. Ded. 1 to . me сз эй Жү d з} ~ 
150,000 Do. Pues е Pref. .. "m 1 6 2— 2 " e 
125,000; ' Do. де? eb. Stock eee eae eee 102 —105 oe ager 
125,0002 Do. 43 . 2nd Deb. Btock TT] Stock ees TT 99 —102 TM 
,000 | Callender's Cable re ae ло. 1—80, 000 5 | 15% 15 `% 15 Ф| 164— 174 | 164— 174 178 1% 
40,000 Do. do. 5 Ф Cum. eos 5 eee ove eee 54— 63xd 54— 61xd 51 Tm 
90,0002 Do. do. . 4$ 1st t Deb. Stock Red eee Stock TT . 110 —114 xd 110 —114 xd eee T 
1,969,800 | Central London Bailway, Stock T ii *. |8 sae 105 —108 1078 | 106 
440,100 e о. 4 Ф Pref. Stock eee ees eee Stock eae 105 —108 эе» 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. ese eee eee eee эзе 106 —109 107% er: 
855,000 | City and Beuth London Railway ... B 8491 13%| 119,62 — 64 | 62 — 64 64 | 6% 
47,500 Do. do, Ord. shares Nos 22, 501 to 70, 000 .. еее ove ove eee 6 = 6 6 == 64 eee eee 
0 FR. eg TIC MM Debs., 18 70 idis е ы Ы 
e о ; 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. EL Lgt., “ А” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 6 t- 8 | e 
17,189 Do. do. do. “ А” Shares, 01—017, 139 eee 6 2 — 3 TI eee 
844,0 287 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red € iss 78 — 83 xd| 78 — 83 ха) ... 2 
100,0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. несе all pd. eee 84 — 89 e РА 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 .. m 6 11— 2} | .. » 
31,390 Do. do. 7 Ф Cum. Pref., 1 to 51,390.  .. 7 21— 3 98 | ... 
182,500: Do. ‘ do. | 4 Р ist Mort. Deb. Stock eee ee 98 —102 es eee 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Pref .. . E 98—104 xd 9$— 10{ха| 10 
150,000. Do. do. 4% Mort. Deb. ... «аб s 99 — 102 "- 
,000 Нешеу" (W. T) *) Telegraph ой, Ord. se uiuos 14 J 15 163— 173 | 178 | 172 
35,000 4 & Pref. eee eee eee 6 eee 
50,000; А Do. on т 4$ ort. Deb. Btock... eee 112 —116 TII 
50,000 India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and з pa Works E 214— 224xd| 204— 213xd| 214 | 203 
800,000; Do. do. do. Р 4 % 186 ort. Deb eee Фое eee 100 —103 eee 
$7,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... “ae s eus 42— 5 T 
10,000 + Do. до. Pref., £10 paid ... 5 113— 112 x $ 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, ae Nos. 1 to 7,500 ... sss «ei 154—164 - A 
dM S$Bosling, A pleby & Fynn 6 Cum. Pref. eee eee een oes vee ee 19/- to 20/- eee eee 
37,350 ar oi nstruction and tenance ... - oe | 12 | 15 Ф| 15 36 — 40 36 i: 
150,000 Do. 4 % Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1, 500 Red. 1909 ... | 100 | ... з din o4 102 —104 xd is 
35,000 Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 іо 25,000. 8 %| 12 X| 19 %| 10a— 180 1 -n ies 
ed. ' 595 Om. Ри. Nos. 1 to 20,000... | Vix A dis 51— # 
84800007 Waterloo and, оң Railway, Ord. Stock 55 100 3 * 8 «| 3 * 91 M 94 Sls 934 
} Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. | Unies аша ͤ V § From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY diri 
Consolidated hon . and Maintenanoe 2/—1 / nus с Ash and H Electric (410 " 
National Electric Wiring, 1 7/6 paid, 4—3. | * ies Sot Hh or pd.) 1010 
* From Birmingham Bhare List. 4 From Manchester Share List, Bank rate of discount 4 per cent. (October 31st, 1901). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, J anuary 8th. 
CHEMICALS, &o. | This week. | L ast week. Ine. or Doo. METALS. | &o, continued.) | | This Week. Last week. Ine. or Poe 
а Acid, wee ae .. per сті. 5 0 | 5/- | $5 | g Copper Sheet T T „ per ton £66 | £66 
a „ Nitr ae „ рег cwt, 29/. | 92/- | g » Rod .. за * „per ton £66 466 
6 0 Oxalio өө oe .. per сті. B2/- | 82/- | e 10 Electrolytic) Bars «+ рег ton £70 £70 
а „ Bulphuric.. ve per owt, 5/6 | 5/6 | е 10 " Sheets .. perton be E 
a Ammoniac, Bal .. per owt, B9J- 89/- | ^ 90 » Rod per ton 475 £7! 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal). per ton £38 10 £88 10 e " Т Н.С, Wire per Ib. Fid. Std. 
a per ton 280 | £30 | f Ebonite Rod аа * „ per lb. 0/- Bi- 
a Bleachin powder T .. per ton £1 | #1 | / 90 Sheet ec se ee per lb. 5/- 5% 
a Bisulphide of Carbon Se «+ per ton £15 | £15 n German Silver Wire - e+ per Ib. 1/5 1/5 
a Borax о» өө ө» «+ per ton £18 £13 h Gutta-percha fine .. ee e+ per lb. 8/- HJ- 
а Bensole (90%) .. T „ per gal, 77 | 7j- h India-rubber, Para fine .. e+ per Ib. 8/44 to 8/7 3/0 to 8/7 dec 
a - (50/9096). . ее „ per gal. 5/6 5/6 í Iron, Charcoal Sheets е2 рег ton 418 18 í 
a Se ag Sulphate eb „ рег ton £19 | £19 $ , Pig (Cleveland warrants) . per ton 13/7 | 43/34 84d. in 
a Lead, Nitrate oe per ton £24 £24 4 , Forgings, according to size per ton] From £11 | From 11 
а „ White Sugar ee .. per ton £81 £81 er | „ Вогар, һевуу. so’ DAR ton| 47/6 to £0 - | 47/6 to 50/- 
е T 3 * ee — ж; | * = | os „ Wire, galvanised No. B .. per юп : £10 19085 | К 
а Naphiba, Solvent (909% at 160 С). Det wal. 5/8 90 d: g Lead, English Ingot v eo N a | £11 to £10 10 | ен 
a Potash, Bichromate, іп casks.. per lb, Bd. Bd. es g Bheet os „„ per ton] 413510 m | je 
a Caustic (75/8095) per ton £24 £24 at m Manganin Wire No. 28 .. per lb. 9. Ni. | 
G n Bisulphate ee .. per ton £85 | £85 T g Mercury ° per bot. 48 15 | ©8176 2s. Gd. dec. 
a Bhellae .. s .. per сиф, | 125/- 125/. s$ d Mica (in original cases), small per lb. 8d. to vd. Ba. to vd. | à 
a Bulphate of Magnesia . - s» perton £4 10 £410 ж | d , - 4, medium per lb. 1/9 to 2/9 1/8 to 2/9 | 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. рег ton | £6 5 £6 5 3. | а " large .. per lb. 8/8 to 7/8 R/R фо 7/8 
: А трада de per юп £5 16 £5 10 | i: p Phosphor Brohze, plain castings per lb, |11}d.to 1/2 |1124. 0 12 
Lum per ton £b | £b | «| p * rolled bars & rode per lb. I/ t0 13 | 013 | 
а 4 Boda, Caustic T white 70 а) per ton £10 15 £10 15 $i p " "a sheet per Ib.] From 12 From 1,7 
a „ Orystals .. .. per ton £8 £8 es 0 Platinum T per оз, | £4 1 #А 1 
а Bichromate, caske „ per lb, 24d. 244, с p Silicium Bronze Wire T per 1b. | 10d, to 1'- | 10d. to 1/- 
| | í Steel, Magnet, acc'd'ng to dego’ рп n per ton| From £16 | to £40 Р 
METALS, &c. | | иы u іп bars - A» £68 : 
6 to fits to ) 3 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton £148 | £148 8 g Tin, block .. 3 == 0 а | £107 £ 109 | | йа 
b * Wire, in ton lots per ton £224 | £294 | i) 9 u foil ee - per lb. 1/6 | 1/6 T 
b Sheet, in ton lots per — £191 | £191 Py "» „ wire, Nos. 1 to 16 ee por lb. 1/44 1/7 24d. dec. 
р Babbiti's metal ingots.. per £75 n a £75 to £125) p White Anti - friction Metals — 
e Sa cnn metal 2" to 12") basis per 15. 72d. К. " White Ant” brand . per ton; £85 to £65 | £85 to 265 
c ube (brazed) .. per Ib, . | Sad. "3 j Yarns, 2/108 Grey Cotton, on "p 1 per Ib. Id. | 1d. 
€ n u (solid drawn) ee per lb, 74 id, 73а. F j „ les. Flax „ per lb, ба, bad. 
€ „% Wire, basis bi „ per lb. 11d, | Tid. * | f »„ 8 ply 10 lbs. Russian ee per lb, 435d, 4144. 
ө Copper Tubes (brazed) per Ib, gid, | Ba. * j n 10 lbs. Russian, single ., per lb. 4а. aid, 
un (вона drawn) . per Ib, 94d, 91а. an j 180 iba, Jute rove . per ton £1026 | 210 28 
; Copper Bars (best selected) .. per ton £66 | £66 б К Zino, Ah't. (Vielle Montagne vnd. ) per ton #2110 | £21 10 


— — — — 


b The British Aluminium Cd, Ltd g Messrs, James & 1 овна Co., Ltd. m Mesure, W. Т, Glover & Ооа Lid. 
ret ye e Messrs, Thos. Bolton & Bons, | Quotations |, Messrs, Edward Till & Co | далыга п Mosers, P, Ormiston ё Sons. 
рр У | Messers. F. Wiggins & Sons, supplied by PP У | о Messrs, Johnson, Matthey & OG., Ltd 


íi Meseft. Bolling & Lowe. | 
e Meters, Frederick Smith & Со, p The Phosphor Bronke Company, Lad. 


a Messrs, 9. Воот & Оо, | f India-Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. Works 1 а Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited, 
| Меввгв, Walter Н. Hindley & Oo. 
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APPLICATIONS AND USES. ОР ARC 
LAMPS. 


Ix these days when much electrical machinery is being ordered 
from abroad, it is somewhat refreshing to be able to turn to a 
brauch of electrical engineering in which, from the earliest days of 
the electrical age, we have excelled, and in which we still hold our 
own, having to a large extent been able to stave off the onslaught 
from abroad. 

Manufacturers of arc lamps have had to facc a serious competitor 
in the cheaply made foreign article. Many manufacturers quite 
outside the electrical industry have learnt to their cost the difficulty 
of competing with some of these cheaply made foreign productions, 
for though cheaply made they are often substantial enough to 
answer their purpose for the time being. 


It can, however, be safely said that this competition has been 
satisfactorily met in the case of arc lamps; ers at home have 
appreciated the want of a lamp that can be sold at а reasonable 
cost, and have taken the necessary steps to meet the demand. 

In this way foreign competitors have been kept largely at bay, 
and it is satisfactory to feel that the bulk of our home and Colonial 
trade is met by our own manufacturers. 

From another point of view, however, the manufacture of arc lamps 
is interesting, viz., it is one of the few electrical productions which 
bas been thoroughly standardised, and in which templates, jigs, and 
repetition tools form the most important parts of the plant. 

At first sight it might appear that standardisation has been made 
easy by fewer sizes and types being required to meet everyday 
requirements than is the case in most other manufactures: to a 


certain extent this is true, though it must not be overlooked that at - 


least three different types of lamp are necessary to meet these 


requirements, namely, а double carbon open type lamp, a single 


carbon open type lamp, and a long-burning enclosed type lamp; and 


that even these types are liable to slight alterations depend- : 


ing upon the burning conditions, and upon the fittings used. 
Consequently this standardisation has required a good deal of 
careful attention, and only those factories with a large output bave 
been able to benefit in full by the many advantages gained by being 
able to work chiefly on stock orders. 

The present article is intended to describe the chief features of 
these three types of lamp, and also to mention somewhat briefly the 
uses for which they are best suited. Due to most manufacturers 


confining fheir attention to опе or two types of lamp only, it is 


often difficult to obtain an unbiassed opinion as to which is most 
suitable to fulfil certain conditions; this article describes the 
usual practice of Messrs. Crompton & Co., Limited, of Chelmsford, 
wbo make all three types of lamp. 

Finally, doubt often exists, not only among users, but also among 
contractors generally, as to the most suitable fittings to use with 


different types of lamp, doubt as to. whether. internal or external 
cut-outs are preferable, and as to the advisability of using 
substitutional resistances under certain burning conditions, kc. 

It is proposed to touch on these points, and. to state the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of each system, mentioning at the same 
time that all-important matter, the approximate coste of the alter- 
native methods. A search through the Patent Office abstracts, 
covering the last 25 years, gives one the impression that almost 
every conceivable device has at some time or other been patented in 
connection with arc lamps, and one feels that it is practically hope- 
less to attempt to bring out anything new. | 

Speaking more particularly of open type lamps, modern lamps 
are to a very large extent modifications of three or four distinct 
forms, and the type of mechanism is an almost certain indication of 
the country where the lamp was made. For instance, British manu- 
facturers favour most the brake-wheel type of mechaniam, whcre- 
as, on the Continent clockwork lamps are the most common, 
and in America lamps controlled by clutches are more 
numerous. The best known British manufacturets have made it a 
point to supply really well designed and substantial lamps, giving 
a delicate feed and costing little for up-keep, and that they have 
not failed in this may be gathered from the numerous very fine 
examples of street arc lighting to be seen in all parts of the 
kingdom. 

Although the clockwork lamp of the Continent has been imported, 
it is in very few cases used for street lighting, or for other lighting 
under similar conditions. In America the enclosed lamp is used to 
а very much larger extent than in this country, taking the place of 
open-type lamps. "There are reasons, however, to account for this. 
In that country the open-type lamp has not reached the same state of 
perfection as in this country, and less care has been given to its 
design, manufacture and running, so far as getting a perfect feeding 
of the carbons is concerned. The enclosed type of lamp, on the 
other hand, lends itself to cheaper manufacture, and so far as 
the feed mechanism is concerned, it can be more crude than 
that of the open type of lamp, owing to the slower combustion 
of the carbons. This is one of the reasons why it is so plainly 
stated in American literature that the enclosed aro burns more 
steadily than the open arc, but it should be added tbat this refers 
to the open arcs as made in America. 

The result is that the enclosed type of lamp has made wider 
strides over there. In this country, where it.has had to face 
well-made open type lamps, it has not made so much progress for 
street, dock, workshop, and similar lighting. For certain situations 
there is undoubtedly considerable field for enclosed lamps, but 
they are never likely to oust the British-made open lamps. 

A few remarks only are necessary to show the! stages through 
which the manufacture of arc lamps ia this country has passed. 

In the year 1878 Mr. Crompton brought over from Paris two 
“ Serrin " arc lamps, at that time the only lamp that had been made 
in any quantity for practical use. | 
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Fic. 2. 


Directly after this, the end of 1878, or early in 1879, the first 
Crompton lamp was made, and it is an interesting fact that this 
lamp, which bears the number “1,” is now in the possession of 
Messrs. Crompton & Co. 

Various types of lamps followed, all being more or less of the 
clockwork type, perhaps the best known at the time being the 
“ Mansion House " lamps. dA. c 

This design, however, was soon modified, and a lamp of h 
brake-wheel type substituted, the best known of which was;i 
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Crompton-Crabb D D" and “D D0” lamp, which we understand 
represented at that time quite a revolution in arc lighting. 

These lamps were improved and strengthened from time to time, 
and it is a remarkable fact that many of them, made over 15 years 
ago, are still in everyday use, and giving such excellent results 
that they are not yet ready to be replaced by otbers of more recent 
manufacture. 

We do not wish to imply that 15 years should represent the life 
of a good lamp, but a lamp made 15 years ago is a different thing 
toa lamp built to-day, when the designs and parts have been con- 
siderably simplified and strengthened. 


Fia. 3. 


Paddington station is a good example of the satisfactory pro- 
ductions of the past, as the lighting of a railway terminus is 
naturally an important undertaking, and in the event of a single 
lamp failing, considerable attention is drawn to it. 


Fiu. 4. 


There are, however, over 100 of these old Crompton “р.р.” 
lamps stil in use at Paddington, being run two in series off an 
alternating circuit of 40 periods and 100 volts, and fitted with com- 
pensating coils. 


- 


demand. 


They have been in use since June, 1887, and are likely to go on 
for some considerable time yet. Coming to more recent times, say 
the beginning of the nineties, one finds the chief type of arc lamp 
on the market to be an ordinary open type lamp, with one or two 
sets of carbons, arranged for burning 16 and 32 hours respectively. 

This lamp, in Messrs. Crompton's case, took the form of the 
“  Crompton-Pochin" “Р” type, which is a rackrod lamp, and in which 
the principle or the brake mechanism of the older “D D" lamps was 
retained, though in the general design considerable improvements 
were effected. These improvements included the use of separate series 
and shunt solenoids each placed at the end of a rocking lever, the 
focussing of the arc, and the method of lowering the lamp from its 
top, which is a unique feature of the Crompton “ P“ lamp; general 
ро еше in electrical and mechanical design were also intro- 

uced. 

Fig. 1 shows one of these lamps arranged for double carbon 
burning and fitted with reflectors for alternating current. Fig. 2 
shows a similar lamp, but arranged for single carbon burning, and 
wita a patent insulated top, which enables the lamp to be rigidly 
suspended. This lamp was at first used to meet all the various 
requirements, such as street, factory, dock and shop lighting, and 
being a strong and well-built lamp it was well suited for these all- 
round purposes. 

ue to the initial cost, however, of the lamp being somewhat 
higher than many installations would warrant, it was deemed 
advisable to introduce а cheaper type of lamp for meeting certain 
easier conditions, such as for lighting the interiors of retail 
shops, &c., and a few years later this took the form of the now 
well-known Crompton-Pochin “S” type band lamp. This lamp 
is shown in fig. 3, and the interior mechanism in fig. 4. - 

It was found at that time that many factories and shops would 
adopt arc lighting if they could buy a reliable lamp at a lower price, 
and consequently it was decided to introduce a pattern to meet this 


( To be continued.) 


NOTE ON ALTERNATE-CURRENT 
DIAGRAMS." 


By W. E. SUMPNER, D.Sc., MEMBER. 


ALTERNATE current quantities can be represented by polygonal 
figures exactly as if they were forces. The length of the line 
representa the magnitude of the corresponding quantity, while its 
inclination denotes the phase. The phase angle between two lines 
is such that the cosine of the angle multiplied by the product of the 
lengths of the lines is equal to the average value of the product of 
the two quantities represented by the lines. The treatment of 
mechanical problems is often simplified by splitting up the forces 
concerned into components along perpendicular axes, adding the 
components, and compounding to find the resultant. Similarly 
many alternate current problems can be most easily dealt with by 
the separate consideration of the rectangular components of the 
quantities met with. 

This process has been long known, and has been much used, in 
cases where it can be assumed that the currents and potentials vary 
according to a simple sine law. It has been proved by the present 
writer to be also perfectly accurate whatever the law of variation of 
the current. (See “The Vector Properties of Alternating Currents,” 
Proe. Roy. Soc., 1897, Vol. 61, p. 455.) The proof rests upon one 
fundamental proposition which was established in the paper 
referred to. А particularly simple proof of it, recently found, 
seems worthy of notice. 

The proposition in ordinary language implies that the power 
factor of an alternate current circuit must be less than unity except 
for perfectly non-inductive conductors. More generally it cau be 
stated thus :— | 

If 2 апа у are two quantities varying with time in any way what- 
ever (excepting the special case in which = is a constant multiple of 
у), the average value of the product of * y іч necessarily less than 
x ¥ where— i 

x? is the mean value of 2, 
and— 
° ү? is the mean value of /. 


To prove this, consider— 
(xy — Y 202. 

This quantity being a square is necessarily positive. Thus 
х? / + y2a2> 22 / xy. 


This being truc at every instant, must be true also for the mean. 
Now x and v do not vary since they are averages, 
also— 
mean y! = Y? by definition, 
and— 


mean 2? = x? by definition. 


Represent the mean of x у by » y. 


è Paper read at Birmingham Local Section of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, December 11th, 1901. 
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Substitute and we get— =. 
2x? Y? > 21 / X L, 
or 
XXI > 27. 


Thus if x is the voltage applied to а conductor and y the current 
through it, the product x y of the volts and amperes, as read by 
alternating-current instruments, exceeds the mean value of x y. In 
other words, the “ power-factor” is less than unity. The only 
exception is when— 


(xy — voy . 
is zero at every instant, or when 
® = Ж = constant 
у Ү 


for every instant: In this вресїй1 case the power-factor is unity. 

Even if the current does not alternate, but merely varies in some 
7 different from the voltage, the power-factor must be less 
t 1 

The proposition above stated is of very general application. It is 
not confined. to the case of the voltage and current on a particular 
conductor. It is true of any two variable quantities. It shows that 
there is always some factor, f, less than unity, for which— 


xy-fXXX;Y, 


and / may conveniently be called the “ product-factor” of the 
quantities z and y. The importance of the result is due to the fact 
that it really forms the basis of the method of representing alter- 
nating-current quantities by triangle diagrams, as it is possible to 
deduce from it that the well-known method is accurate, however 
great the variations from the sine law may be. 

It may be noticed ineidentally that the ordinary idea that it is 
possible to bring the power-factor of an inductive current up to unity 
by the use of compensators is erroneous. All that can be done is 
to raise ‘he power-factor to a maximum value less than unity. The 
adjectives lagging and leading current, as applied to alternating 
currents, are convenient, but, though convenient, are not inaccurate. 
A current may be lagging when it is near sero, and leading in the 
neighbourhood of ita maximum, The idea that the current if 
changed from a leading to a lagging condition must necessarily pass 
through a state in which the power factor is unity and the lag zero, 
is erroneous, 


THE DESTRUCTIVE AND LETHAL EFFECTS 
OF HIGH-PRESSURE” CURRENTS. f 


By Da. MARGARET A. CLEAVES. 


* 


(Continued from Vol. 49, page 1094.) 


From experimental evidence there is every reason to conclude 
that besides the influence exerted by the quality, duration, strength, 
and density of the current (Tatum) through the thorax, some other 
factor, apparently residing in the heart and probably physiological 
in nature, also exercises & considerable influence, as evidenced by 
the greater or less readiness with which the cardiac effect is pro- 
duced (Cunningham). 

Prévost and Battelli as a result of their very complete experi- 
mental work, arrived at the following conclusions :— 

Conclusions and General Considerations. —Experiments upon 
animals, observations made upon the electrocuted criminals in 
America, the accounts of accidents occurring in the electrical 
industry, lead us, then, to conclude that according to all pro- 
bability :— 

1. The heart in man comports itself like that of animals; it is 
paralyzed in ventricular tremulations by a current of low pressure. 

2. The death of man, in the accidents of the electrical industry, 
cannot be attributed to arrest of respiration considered as an imme- 
diate cause. 

3. The death of man, in there accidents is due to the primary 
paralysis of the heart in ventricular tremulations. . 

4. Currents of high pressure, when the contacts are good and the 
heart lies upon the line which unites the electrodes, do not paralyse 
the heart of man; in this case the respiration is resumed, as has 
been observed upon the electrocuted criminals in America. 

5. In the electrical industry the contracts are always more or less 
bad ; for this reason the currents of high pressure act like currents 
of low pressure and lead to paralysis of the heart. 

6. The difference in the results (mortal or not) of the grave 
accidents of the electrical industry can be explained in two ways; 
we must aseume that the duration of the contact has been too short 
(fractions of a second) and that the heart has not been placed in 
ventricular tremulations; or we must admit that the paralysis of the 
heart of man is not always decisive, i. e., permanent. 

From these conclusions it would appear that in employing 8 cur- 
rent at Ligh pressure, for the purpose of electrocuting а man, we 
have secured a result. quite different from that waich we set before 
ourselves to obtain, viz., to kill the man rapidly. 


* In every instance in which authorities quoted have used the 
word “tension” in relation to an electric current, the writer has 
substituted pressure, in order that the terminology may be 


t Handbook of the Medical Setences. (U.S.A.) 


Ludwig manometer. 


The study of the ventricular tremulation of the heart which 
hitherto has offered only a theoretic interest, now assumes some 
p ractical importance; for it is to the development of these tremu- 

tions that are due the mortal accidents in the electrical industry. 
The physician, in most of these accidents, is quite impotent, for we 
possess no practical means of re-establishing the beats of the 
paralyzed heart. Artificial respiration, absolutely useless in the 
case of well-defined paralysis of the heart, can be sometimes of 
some use if this paralysis is transitory, in facilitating the normal 
resumption of the respiration. In any cdse, artificial respiration is 
actually the only treatment which the physician has at his dis- 
position. | 

Cunningham, in his experiments, reached practically the same 
conclusion, at about the same time as, and independently of, 
Prévost and Battelli The evidence obtained as a result of his 
experiments upon a series of 30 dogs is most conclusive, and his 
work, after a lapse of two years, may be regarded as classic. In 
view of this fact, a somewhat detailed description of his technique, 
as well as of the results which he obtained, is of sufficient importance 
to warrant us in publishing it in the present article. 

A medium-sized dog was etherised, and into the right carotid 
artery there was inserted a cannula, which was connected with a 
The latter in turn was so arranged that the 
pulsations should be recorded upon the paper of a Hiirthle kymo- 
graph. A second cannula was introduced into the trachea; and 
through this the anzsthetic was administered when necessary. Asa 
third step the hair over the chest was carefully removed by shaving, 
and the scalp and soft parts covering the skull and temporal fascia 
(on both sides) were dissected off. Then, finally, the contacte, 
coveted with thin chamois skin, and well wetted with a strong, hot 
saline solution, were applied to the two regions thus made ready 
for them ; to that of the heart a plate electrode, connected with the 
negative terminal and held securely in place by means of strips of 
rabber plaster; to that of the head a cup-shaped electrode con- 
nected with the positive terminal. A stethograph was attached to 
the chest and connected with a recording Marey tambour. A 
chronograph placed in shunt with the circuit that passed through 
the dog served to inscribe the ‘base line of the tracings as well as 
to mark the closing and the opening of the circuit. A second 
chronograph indicated the time in two-second intervals, while a 
Whitney dead-beat voltmeter and a Weston dead-beat ammeter were 
used to measure the pressure and the strength of the currents. 
Normal tracings of the blood pressure and the respiration were first 
taken and then the circuit was suddenly closed and kept closed for 
76 seconds. During its closure there was observed a pressure of 
116 volts and an observed current of 0°4 ampere. The following 
effects were noted: Almost simultaneously with the closing of the 
circuit the blood pressure rapidly fell to zero, the tracing showing 
a few heart beats—auricular. At the closure a deep inspiration was 
produced, then there was a deep expiration, followed by cessation 
of respiratory movement in a state of expiration so long as the 
current continued to pass. On breaking the circuit a deep inspira- 
tion followed by an expiration resulted, and after a few moments а 
few shallow respirations were observed.. Artificial respiration was 
then begun and was continued without avail for 20 minutes. 

The occurrence of natural rhythmical respiratory movements after 
the opening of the circuit demonstrates that the respiratory centre 
in the medulla is not paralyzed nor instantly killed. Further, the 
tracings show that an almost total and instantaneous extinction of 
the arterial circulation is produced. By opening the chest pre- 
viously and observing the behaviour of the heart, it is readily demon- 
strated that this extinction of blood pressure results from a 
practically instantaneous cessation of the co-ordinated rhythmical 
movements of the heart at the instant that a current of 09 ampere 
or even less is passed through a dog. Both ventricles immediately 
stop beating, while the auricles, especially the auricular appendages, 
beat with extreme rapidity. On stopping the current the auricular 
appendages generally resume their usual co-ordinated rhythmical 
contractions, which may often continue for a considerable number 
of minutes. Frequently the auricles will begin to beat again co- 
ordinately for a few seconds, but the ventricles rarely if ever exhibit 
the slightest sign of co-ordinated contraction. Cunningham noted 
ventricular contraction in only a single instance, and that only after 
he had introduced a tube into the jugular vein for the purpose of 
withdrawing venous blood from the greatly distended heart. This 
points to a direct action upon the ventricular portion of the heart 
muscle. The only difference observed, when the points of contact 
are the chest and fore-leg, instead of the head and chest, is the 
greatly exaggerated respiration shown by the resultant tracings. 
Upon opening the tborax immediately after the passage of the 
current through the heart percutaneously, a careful examination of 
the still quivering ventricles shows that the co-ordinated beat of 
the heart is absent, as a whole, while the various minute bundles of 
muscle fibres alternately contract and relax with considerable vigour 
in various parts of the ventricles. As the right cavities of the heart 
become more and more distended by the accumulating venous blood, 
the asynchronous quivering of the various little bundles of muscle 
fibres grows less and less until finally every trace of muscular con- 
traction disappears from the greatly distended ventricle. The action 
of the current, Cunningham concludes, produces upon the heart the 
well-known phenomenon described by physiologists as delirium 
cordis or fibrillar contraction, supposed to be caused by some change 
in the muscular fibres themselves," and Hedley“ asks: Is this a 
coagulation by the heat, resulting from the tetanic muscular con- 
tractious ? 

Cunningham believes that there is no question of the instantaneous 
death of the muscle cells of the heart nor of their paralysis, nor of 


* “The Pathology and Treatment of Electric Accidents.” Londo 
Lancet, August 25th, 1894. 
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profound molecular changes invisible under the microscope, result- 
ing from the direct disruptive action of the current. This, he says, 
is readily proved if. Porter’s method, or any other method -for re- 
covering the excised dog's heart from the condition of fibrillar con- 
traction, is employed. By the use of Porter's method (perfusion of 
the blood-vesgels of the heart with warm defibrinated dog's blood 
diluted with 0 8 per cent. saline solution) the excised hearts (still 
manifesting fibrillar contractions) of numerous electrocuted dogs 
were made to beat co-ordinately again and to continue their co- 
ordinate contractions for nearly an hour, only ceasing then because 
of the discontinuance of artificial respiration. It was often neces- 
sary to plunge the excised hearts into iced saline splutions in order 
to stop all movements before co-ordinate beats could be established. 
These facts demonstrate that the heart muscle is not paralyzed or 
killed by the current; for if it were paralyzed no movements 
would have been observed after the passage of the shock ; and if the 
muscle had been killed no recovery could have occurred on 
restoring the circulation. It is probable that the effect of the 
electrical stimulus has been to disturb the balance of the hypo- 
thetical intracardiac co-ordinating mechanism, the nature and 
location of which physiologists are still endeavouring to elucidate.” 

Cunningham points out, as did Prévost and Battelli, that it is 
well known that the action of various kinds of stimuli upon the 
exposed mammalian h3art—for example, mechanical, chemical, 
electrical,“ and also the stimulus of cold—produce the condition 
known as fibrillary contraction; consequently the effect is physio- 
logical in nature and not one that is characteristic alone of the 
passage of an electric current. | 
In view of the fact that an electric current produces this effect 
upon the exposed heart, it is not at all remarkable that a strong 
electric current, continuous or alternating of a moderate frequency, 
when passed percutaneously, should throw the heart into a condition 
of fibrillar contraction. 

H. Dixon Mann concluded, from the phenomena observed as a 
result of percutaneous applications of the continuous current upon 
man, that a struggle takes place between the natural and the arti- 
ficial electrotonic conditions; and that when the heart is weak and 
the current strong, the heart is overcome, but that when the organ 
is fairly strong and active it is able to bear the force of the current 
without experiencing any harm: . | 

The experiments of Cunningham, as well as those of Prévost and 
Battelli, are conclusive in showing that death in dogs—and without 
.doubt also in man, in view of the evidence of autopsies—from low- 
pressure currents (120 volts), or from thosc of medium pressure 
(240—600 volts), or even from currents of high pressure (above 600 
volts), when the conditions of the circuit are such as to cause a high- 
pressure to act as a low-pressure current, is due to the excitation of 
fibrillar contractions from which the heart of the mammalian rarely 
recovers. The fact that certain animals (frogs and turtles, for 
example) recover easily from such a condition explains why they 
are not easily killed by low-pressure currents, and that to cause 
death, in these animals, the production of asphyxia by the use of 
high-pressure currents would, be necessary. 

In determining the action of a strong continuous current upon 
the cranio-cervical portion of the nervous system, Cunningham 
placed the contacts directly upon the exposed brain and spinal cord, 
thereby minimising the resistance and acting directly upon the 
nerve centres. The passage of a current of 1:11 amperes for one 
minute directly through the cerebrum, medulla, and upper cord 
resulted in the usual deep inspiration followed by expiratory stand- 
stil, while the current wag still flowing. If the current was not 
kept applied for too long. a.time, the respiratory movements 
generally recommenced a few moments after its removal. At first 
these movements were feeble, but gradually they resumed their 
normal rhythm, if the electrode had not been pressed with undue 
force against the brain. Even when the dose was 1°6 amperes, 
after the current had been on for several seconds, respiratory inhi- 
bition was overcome and pronounced respiratory movements be 
while it was still flowing. Ав a rule, however, inhibition of the 
respiratory centre during contact was maintained by a current of 
1:5 amperes. . ; 
. The blood pressure behaves differently when the contacts are 
directly against the brain and spinal cord, from what it does when 
they are placed simply against the head and chest:—i.e., after a 
slight rise coincident with the general tetanic spasm of the muscles, 
produced always by, the closure of the circuit, the pressure falls 
slightly ; it then rises to a considerable height, often twice or thrice 
its original height, if the circuit is kept closed for 50 seconds. If 
the current is broken at this time it may or may not continue to 
rise for a few moments, but after this it quickly returns to the 
normal. On the other hand, if the flow of the current is continued 
for four or five minutes the blood pressure slowly diminishes, the 
cardiac action becomes progressively more laboured and slower, and 
finally ceases. If artificial respiration is maintained, this enormous 


* Weber, Ludwig, and Hoffa, for magnetic electric currents: 
Einbrodt, Mayer, Herbst, and McWilliams for continuous currents 
from batteries and small induction coils. <All of these authorities 
are cited by Cunningham in his treatise. 

Action of Electric Currents on the Heart in Living Subjects.” 
— The phenomena huve also been observed by the present writer in 
therapeutic administrations of a continuous current when the heart 
was the subject of disease— mitral insufficiency —and the dose was 
increased beyond the tolerance of the patient. The symptoms were 
anguish, priecordial distress, and threatened syncope, with an 
irregular and feeble pulse. In view of the action of oscillatory 
currents of high potential previously alluded to, it is interesting to 
note that relief was promptly established by a general application 


of the convective discharge from а large influence machine with a. 


localisation directly over the heart and to the dorsal spine. 


rise in the pressure does not take place. If the current is discon- 
tinued after the lapse ‘of a minute, the inhibited heart action 
gradually disappears and respiratory movements, at first slow, soon 
become natural. | 

The asphyxia from inhibition of the respiratory centre appears to 
be mainly responsible for the increased blood pressure. 

These experiments demonstrated the ability of a strong, con- 
tinuous current passed through the brain and upper part of the cord 
to kill; but that the mode of death is quite different from that 
which takes place when the heart lies in the conducting path and is 
traversed by the current. In the former the lethal effect is plainly 
the result of asphyxia due to a respiratory inhibition, while in the 
latter the lethal result, even from moderate currents continued for 
a short period, is due to the permanent stoppage of the heart's co- 
ordinated action, the central nervohs system dying from anemia: 


(То be continued.) 


THE: AQUARIUM EXHIBITION. 


For many months past we have been receiving intimations of 
elaborate preparations which were to be made at the Royal 
Aquarium, Westminster, for the Twentieth Century Electrical 
Exhibition. The show is now in progress, and those of our readers 
who choose to do so, and want to while away a happy hour, or go 
“ prowling,” as at least one of our contemporaries has done, may see 
for themselves the brilliant result of this enormouseffort. Were we 
to review the Exhibition from the preface to the catalogue, we 
should say that the “ strides made in electrical progress within the 
last few years are well exemplified in the Twentieth Century Elec- 
trical Exhibition," and that there is no doubt that a visit to the 
Exhibition will be both interesting and instructive to everyone con- 
nected with the electrical trade." But that we do rot propose to do. 
Now, we are of opinion that even the Glasgow Exhibition only just 
“ well exemplified,” &c. The Aquarium show in progress cannot even 
claim to be an aftermath of that, assome of us expected it might be, 
and it certainly is only in the smallest degree representative of 
recent progress. But we do not quarrel with the Exhibition itself ; 
rather do we wonder why ever such a place as the Aquarium was 
fixed upon for an electrical exhibition, which is generally a place for 
doing business, and not whiling or prowling.” 

The stands in themselves are pretty well arranged as a whole, 


but the attendants at those which are located—as most of them of 


necessity are—around the ''variety entertainment" stage and 
water-butt, find life to contain more of the comic element than 


' serious business. 


Having said thus much let us proceed to summarise the electrical 
apparatus and fittings with which the electrical trade is to be 
instructed, and to see which it is Whispered Victoria Street con- 
sulting engineers went over en bloc just after the Exhibition was 
opened. - 

Messrs. Hedges, McKrell & Taylor have a small show of various 
electric light fittings, measuring instruments, switch work, and 
accessories. Messrs. Pritchetts & Gold have a good exhibit of their 
secondary batteries and an clectromobile; the batteries include 
their positive cast plate, with corrugated rib to prevent buckling, 
which has been on the market for the past 18 months. The electro- 


mobile is run by 40 of their pasted plate cells. The D. P. Battery 


Company, Limited, of Westminster, have an excellent exhibit of 
their latest batteries, for some of which new features are claimed. 
The Lowne’s patent new household electric clock, which never 
wants , winding or oiling, is shown by Messrs. R. М. Lowne 
and Sons, of Catford; the same firm also exhibit their patent 
electric wind vane for recording the velocity and direction 
of the wind. A small and strong outdoor transmitter automatically 
records the changes upon the indoor dial by means of a 
small battery. We understand that in the Lowne invention 
provision is made for automatically reducing the period ot the 
electrical transmission to a unit of time, irrespective of the slow- 
ness or quickness of the movements of the vane. The instrument 
denotes eight points of the compass, and requires only five small 
wires from the transmitter to the dial. Messrs. Nunn, Watts & Co., 
of 82, Mark Lane, who are consulting marine engineers, and also 
electrical installation contractors, and do a good deal of electric 
ship lighting, have some of their electric light and heating appa- 
ratus and fittings, and telephone and bell appliances on view. 
Messrs. Geipel & Lange, of Westminster, show their well-known 


` Steam traps, steam separators, Ward Leonard rheostats and circuit 


breakers, the Vulcan motor meter, some small motors, centrator 
gearing, and okonite and Manson tapes The Bristol Electric 
Bafety Lamp Works have their portable lamps, and non-spilling 
pocketaccumulators in evidence. The Acme Motor and Traction 
Company show two or three of their small] motors for cars and 
launches, one of these doing service to drive a sand-blasting appa- 
ratus shown by Mr. M. de Leon. The Simplex” conduit system 
is, of course, exhibited by the Simplex Steel Conduit Company. A 
variety of candelabra and other lighting fittings are shown by 
Messrs. W. Sitch & Co., of Berwick Street, W. 

One of the largest exhibits is that of the Consolidated Telephone 
Construction and Manufacturing Company, where an excellent 
collection of British made telephone apparatus is to be веер, also 
switchboard apparatus made by their Williamson & Joseph works 
at Canonbury. The Long-Schattner Electric Meter Company аге 
exhibiting their electric prepayment meters as approved by the 
Board of Trade, also accumulator charging meters, the Atkinson- 
Schattner demand indicator, and the Schattner standard meter.“ 
The Bastian Meter Company are in evidence with their meters, also 
approved by the Board of Trade. 
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Other shows which we may mention are Messrs. Harry W. Cox's 
large induction coils, of the manufacture of which he has long made 
a speciality ; the Renewable Lamp Company's stand where, as at 
many other exhibitions, their interesting operations are shown in 
ров, the Gardner elcctric drill shown by the Gardner Electric 

ill and Hammer Company, Limited, of Moorgate Street, E.C., 
this being driven by the Cassell self-regulating waterwheel for 
which power is obtained from the water main in the building ; some 
" New Century " arc lamps, by the New Century Arc Light Com- 
pany ; electro-medical appliances by the Excelsior Electric Com- 
pany ; electric heating appliances by the Crown Electric Heating 
Company, of Bury Street, E. C.; insulating materials by Wilkins, 
Campbell & Co., of Mincing Lane; rock drills, by the Ingersoll- 
Sargeant Drill Company. 

Messrs. Vandam have a very large and well-arranged assortment 
of electric lighting accessories, such as switches, fuses, incan- 
descent lampe in many fancy shades and shapes, their new com- 
bined fuse and switchboard, their 25-ampere H.V. switch, whose 
main point із the absence of any metal parts from tbe back; also 
measuring instruments and hundreds of things required in elec- 
trical installation work. Messrs. Foxcroft & Duncan, of Dalston, 
exhibit their Sappho" enclosed arc lamps, 'Phonix arc lamps, 
"S. S." arc lamps, gravity measuring instruments, and other 
specialities of their manufacture. | 

Electrical illuminations will be all the rage directly, and in view 
of the approaching coronafion ceremonials and festivities, electric 
lighting firms wil be booking a good deal of business of this 
description. Тһе E.L.B. Company, whose system is quite familiar 
to our readers, make a brilliant show on the Aquarium fountains, 
their work being done by four men in the short space of only two 
days. "The stall of Messrs. Vandam & Co. is in part illuminated by 
Bank's patent electric lighting surface board. The O.T.B. system, 
as it is called, has for its main principle a prepared surface, the 
interior of which is arranged with metallic conductors and specially 
protected against damage by bad connections or damp. These con- 
ductors are arranged in such a manner that, by pressing the lamp 
or plug into the surface as faf as it will go, the desired illumination 
is obtained. The lampe, globes, or plugs are arranged with spikes 
attached for inserting into the surface or cushion. 

Some electric signs are exhibited by Mesers. Taylor & Co., of 
Berners Street. | 

Demonstrations and lecturettes on Marconi wireless telegraphy 
amd the Tesla coil are among the items in tbe programme of 
Aquarium attractions, Mr. W. Lynd being th» lectures. 


BBB 
CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


LXXXVII.—WEST BROMWICH TRAMWAYS. 


SUMMARY. 


Extent of Contract.—Reconstruction and electrical equipment of 
framways witbin the Borough of West Bromwich. 

Division of Contract. Five sections:—(1) Supply of rails, tie-bars 
and points; (2) road work and rail bonding; (3) supply and erec- 
tion of trolley poles; (4) bonding and overhead work; (5) supply 
and laying of feeder cables. 

Amount of Rails, fc., Required.—2,000 tons of steel girder rails, 
11,000 tie-bars, and 3,000 of Cooper & Howard Smith’s patent’ 
joints. | 

Tensile Strength of Metal.—Not to be less than 40 tons per sq. in. 
witb an elongation of 15 per cent. in a length of 8 in. 

Length of Rails.—Ninety per cent. 45 ft. long, 10 per cent. not 
lees than 30 ft. long. 

Rail Joints—To be Cooper & Howard Smith's patent in accord- 
ance with drawing supplied. 

Points, Crossing and Drain Rails.—To be supplied in numbers as 
specified. 

Roadwork and Rail Bonding.—About 12 miles of track measured 
Menge track to 3 ft. 6 in. gauge to be laid in certain specified 

8. 

Quality of Cement.—To comply with specified tests and re- 
quirements. | 

Quality of Wood Blocks.—To be of best quality “Jarrah” or 
“ Karri,” in blocks of specified size. | 

Quality of Granite Paving Setts.—To be Mount Sorrell,” or other 
approved quarry. 

Number of Trolley Poles.—446 in all, of three grades—8 of 
Class A, 190 of Class B, and 248 of Class C; Class A being for use 
as ла poles, Class B for span-wire poles, and Class C for centre 
po 

Bonds.—T'o be of four different lengths, and either of Neptune 
r Columbia type. 

Trolley jVire.—To be equivalent in sectional area to 000 standard 
wire gauge, not less than 95 per cent. conductivity. 

Orerkead Construction.—Tenders will be accepted for one or more 
ef three classes of insulators, oue of these classes, viz., “ B," not 
being applicable to span-wire construction. 

Typs of Insulators.—Class A.—-Gun-metal metal parts; insula- 
tiou, any type other than that of red fibrous nature. Class B.— 
" Fylde "insulating bushes to be used, made by Mr. J. B. Smith, 5, 
Blakiston Street East, Fleetwood. Oaly suitable for centre-pole 
construction. Class С.—“ Quin's patent insulators with gun-m«tal 
fttinge, made by Grants Drill and Trolley Company, Ince, rear 


Section Boxes.—Each to contain two of “ Quin's" patent safety 
switches, as made by the British Insulated Wire Company 
Limited. ET * | | eer 

Feeder Cables.—To be of specified sectional areas. and lengths, 
paper insulated, lead covered, laid on the solid system in socketted 
earthenware troughs with earthenware lids manufactured by the 
Albion Clay Company, Limited, or other approved makers. The 
filling-in material to consist of a mixture of sand, Stockholm tar, 
and resin boiled together in the proportions specified. eh 

Specified Dates of Delivery and Completion.—A)] at times and in 
quantities detailed in the specitication. 

Penalty for Late Completion,— One half of 1 per cent. of contract 
sum per week. us | 

Теттв of Payment.—Up to 80 per cent. of value of work executed 
during progress, 10 per cent. three months after acceptance of work 
by Corporation, 10 per cent. three months later. or Lus | 

Period of Maintenance.—One year from date of acceptance of work 
by Corporation. | 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foreman.—Satisfactory. | 

Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid іо Workmen.—Acceptable, see 
comments below. 

Liobility for Night Work.—See comments below. 

Arbitration Proposals,—Satisfactory. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.—January 17th, 1902. 


This specification is signed jointly by Mr. A. D. Greatorex, 
A. M. I. C. E., the borough engineer, and Mr. R. C. Quin, M. I. E. E., 
M. I. M. E., the consulting engineer to the Corporation, and asks for 
the supply, laying, and erection of about 12 miles of single track of 
tramways to be worked on the overhead trolley system. It will be 
noticed from above summary that the contract is to be tendered for 
in a number of different sections, and we strongly advise all 
tenderers to very carefully study the wording of the specification 
before filling in their contract figures. 

In several sections the contingent liabilities require careful con- 
sideration; thus in Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5, the successful tenderer 
may be called upon, at the engineer’s option, to carry out any 
portion of the outdoor work at night without any addition to the 
contract price. We consider this unfair to both parties to the con- 
tract, for none will deny that the cost of doing the work at night 
will be higher than dering the day. It is opea to the engineer to 
demand that any part hc likes of the work shall be carried out 
under these more expensive conditions. If the contractor covers 
the whole risk in h tender, the Corporation may pay more 
than is necessary, while if the contractor has not thus covered the 
risk, it is unfair to him. In the same way, while in all sections but 
Вее. 2, the period of maintenance against defective workmanship 
and material is (welve months, and for Sec. 2 siz months, responsi- 
bility for any accident which may occur throngh the negligence of 
the contractor or not, is in Clause 18 expressly stated to be for & 
period of two years from the date of acceptance of the work. 

It would also be advisable for tenderers to stipulate that the date 
of acceptance by the Corporation, on which the dates for the 
second and third payments, as well as the dates for free maintenance 
depend, should coincide with the opening of the line for public 
traffic, or else it might be possible under Clause 27 to defer pay- 
ments to the contractor even while the line is in beneficial use by 
the Corporation. The arbitration clause, though ample in other 
directions, does not provide for this contingency. | 

Bat our most scrious cause of complaint against the manner in 
which the specificatioa has been prepared lies in the repeated 
demands for special articles, to the exclusion of other appliances 
possibly quite as good. No one can read our summary without 
noting instances in which specially patented articles are asked for 
and the names of the manufacturers are given, while it would 
gppear that in several cases the patentee is one of the engineers 
responsible for the preparation of the specification. We protest 
strongly against any such limitation of the right of a tenderer to 
choose his own way of meeting the requirements of a specification 
to which he tenders In our opinion it is the function of a 
consulting engineer to specify as clearly as he can the 
results he wishes obtained, leaving it open to manufacturers 
to make their own proposals as to how these ends are to be 
attained. 

We are glad to know that it is & most unusual feature in 
modern specifications to find an absolute demand for articles 
patented by one of the engineers responsible for the preparation 
of the same. - 


HIGH SPEED STEAM ENGINES.“ 


$ Bx JOHN DAVIDSON. 


Мосн has been written in the technical journals, and many papers 
have been read before the various mechanical and electrical institu- 
tions of Great Britain, on this subject during the last few years; 
aud in almost every article or paper some particular type of engine 
has been described as the best and most suited for doing its work 
when running ata high speed of rotation. In the paper which you 
are about to have read to you to-night it is intended to deal, gene- 


* Paper read Lefore the Liverpool Engineering Society on 
December 4th, 1901. | 


* 
3 * 
` 
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rally, with engines of the quick. revolution type, setting forth—as - 


truly as can be expressed—the advantages they possess over 
engines of the slow speed, or more correctly speaking, slow revolu- 
tion type. р 
The enorme demand for engines to drive generators for electric 
light, power and traction purposes during the last 10 to 15 years 
. bas led to the development of quite another type from that in 
general use even 10 years ago, and has brought about quite a revolu- 
tion in engine bailding. ' 
Electric generators were first driven by engines of the slow revo- 
lution type through gearing—either ropes or belts, &c., but this 
arrangement is now in almost eve 
‘coupled direct to the generators, the majority being engines of the 
quick revolution type, and thereby thé losses due to the intet- 
mediate gearing, viz., ropes or belts, have been entirely dispehsed 
with. This means economy in steam consumption, space occupied, 
and initial outlay for plant. Of course engines for electrical work 
are not the only ones built of the quick revolution type, as engines 
have been constructed for many years past, and many are iri course 
of construction, for driving propellers for torpedo boats, &c., where 
it is absolutely necessary to get the maximum power with the 
minimum weight of machinery. Engines built for this class of work 
are of the most excellent design, and the best material possible has 
been used in the,construction of the same, and the author thinks he 
is safe in saying that the want of extremely quick revolution engines 
for torpedo boats has led to greater development in design of this 
class of engine, more even than in those required for electrical work ; 
'but there is one difference, and that is, engines for electrical work 


‘have to be able to work at their highest speed continuously, whereas . 


engines for torpedo boate have only to work for short periods at 
full speed. | | 

. Again, engines of the quick revolution type are now not only 
being used for driving electrical generators, &c., and for torpedo 
boate, but are being adapted for every class of work for which 
engines are used, víz., for driving machine shops, cotton mills, paper 
mills, &c. 

. The development of the design of quick revolution engines has 
.not been of mushroom growth, and the present examples of high 
class engines of this type are the result of many years of thought 
and labour by the leading quick revolution engine builders of the 
present day. A 

1 may seem to many at first thought that there is nothing diffi- 
cult or marvellous in making an.engine run satisfactorily at, вау, 
from 400 to 600 revolutions per minute, and to develop, say, from 
100 to 150 K. P., but to do this satisfactorily has necessitated many 
alterations in the details of engines as made for running at slow 
speeds of rotation; but this is history. 

The quick revolution engine has long since proved to be a success, 
and has come to stay, and for electric light and power, the speed 
at which the engine should revolve is now limited, in most cases, 
by. the builders of the generators, and not by the difficulties 
expected due to high speed in the engine itself. Engines of the 
quick revolution type can be thoroughly relied on, and the wear of 
all parts has proved, after long experience, not to be excessive. An 
increase in speed in engines has been found to develop many advan- 
tages in the way of economy in steam consumption—this economy 
increasing as the speed increases. Some disadvantages, or what 
might be described or imagined as such by many people, are, of 
course, developed, but these are out-balanced by the advantages 
developed, so they really cannot be taken into consideration. 

The first in the field, or the first to develop an engine 
of the quick-revolution single acting type to run satisfactorily, was 
the late Mr. Willans, but since then many firms have joined in the 
game and are succeeding in building engines of the double-acting 


t 


Among the most important of those who bave taken up the 
development of the double-acting type of engine must be mentioned 
Messrs. Belliss & Co. and Messrs. Browett, Lindley & Co., Messers. 
Belliss truly being the pioneers of the forced lubrication type of 
engine. 

One of the greatest iroubles some engineers think will be 
developed with quick-revolution engines, or which will have to be 
overcome, is to be able to get the valve gears to work satisfactorily 


when running at anything over from 90 to 100 revolutions per ` 


minute ; but engines of all powers bave been made to work satisfac- 
torily at much higher speeds when fitted with slide and piston 


valves driven by simple valve gears, and with this class of gear 


there can be no question whatever as to durability of mechanism if 
thoughtfully and carefully designed, and with large bearing surfaces 
provided at various points. | 


There is another type of engine, which the author does not pro- 


pose to deal with in this paper—viz., the steam turbine—connected 
with the development of which the name of the Hon. Charles 
Parsons will ever live. With this type of engine it seems there is 
hardly any limit to speed of rotation. The developments iu this 
. direction during the last few years have been something wonderful, 
and most certainly there is a great future for the steam turbine. 

One of thé questions which. must present itself to everybody is: 
Why run engines at high speeds of rotation, and what are the 
advantages to be gained by doing s+? What is wrong with the 
slow revolution engines fitted with, say, Corliss trip gear, with their 
beautiful and fancy mechanisms, with numberless joints and links, 
guaranteed to cut off in a very small fraction of a second, and make 
a pretty indicator diagram? Surely not only to obtain a square 
corner cn the indicator diagram, aud certainly not for cheapness. 
Again, the majority of slow revolution engines are of the horizontal 
type. Why should we not have kept to this type of engine ? 

Some of the advantages claimed, say, for the famous Corliss slow- 
revolution type of engine аге: — 


РА 


(а) Perfect drainage of cylinders (with horizontal engines), and 


caso superseded by engines, 


separate ports for steam and exhaust, and these, the author maintains, 
are the only great advantages. i 

3 Small clearance volume in cylinders. 

(c) Beautiful steam distribution, and 

(4) Separate ports for steam and exhaust. 

(e) Easy to get at and lubricate, being all near the ground floor. 

(/) Automatic expansion made easy. 

Against these may be placed some disadvantages, viz. :— 

(a) Four valves to each cylinder. е 

(b) Enormous number of joints with the Corliss type of gear, all 
wanting lubricating and keeping in repair. 

{c) Cylinders wearing oval in the horizontal engines which give 
the perfect drainage. 

(d) Great floor space for power developed. 

(e) Expensive foundations and buildings: 

(7) Bad turning effort, excessively heavy fly- wheels beidg necessary, 
in many cases, to keep the angular variation within the necessary 
limits, especially for electrical work. | 

(g) Great amount of labour for running engines of this type, so 
many joints having to be lubricated by hand, &c. 
^. (А) Expense of repairs; so many joints to keep in order. 

For consideration, we will place side by side with this list the 
various advantages and disadvantages of an enclosed quick revolu- 
tion engine of modern design :— 2E 

Small space occupied. | 

Lightness. 

Reduced cost of engine, and, when coupled to an electrical gene- 
"rator, reduced cost of generator also. | 

Great saving in cost of foundations and buildings. 

Reduced initial condensation 4n cylinders due to short time of 
exposure of cylinders to temperature of exhaust, and consequent 
gain in economy. | ' 

Less area of surface cxposed, reducing losses due to radiation. 

Very simple valves and gears. | 

All working parts automatically lubricated. | 

Very little labour required for the management and running of 


engines. 


Very little wear, owing to perfect system of lubrication, &c., 
which cannot be adopted with an open type engine. Р 
The disadvantages which might be imagined may be summarised 

as follows :— | | | | 

Large clearance space and loss of economy thereby. 

Great wear and great liability for the various joints to knock, 
due to the sudden reversals of stresses in double-acting engines. 

Vibration. i i s - 

Frequent adjastments whieh one might think necessary. 

Having just noticed the various advantages and disadvantages of 
both types of ‘engines, and assuming the above list of these advan- 
tages and disadvantages, for the present, as correct, you will agree 
with the author—for the time being, at any rate—when he says 


. that the quick revolution engine must be the favourite, for it 


appears that it is the most economicál, requires the least repairs, 
and is the cheapest engine. ME эр 

One of the most important questions here arises—What speed 
can an engine be safely ran at? What is the maximum speed it is 
possible to design an engine to run? Taking the proportions of 
engines as now built as standards by the leading quick revolution 
engine builders, it appears on the face of it that speed can very 
easily be put up considerably without leading to trouble, these 
engines being capable of running for weeks, and in many cases, 
months, without being shut down; and speaking generally it 
i8 not even necessary to make any adjustment whatsoever after an 
engine of this type has been running for six months without 
«stopping (note example given later) The advantages of quick 
revolution engines baving thus been taken for granted, why not 
increase the speed of engines still more? In Table I. the author 
gives a list of speeds of engines of various powers which are about 
an average of present day practice :— | 


TABLE I. 

LH P. Revs. per minute. Piston speed. 
50 ur 550 — 475 
100 ate 500 Без 500 
150 iid 450 san 600 
200 Ves 400 2355 600 
300 -— 375 a 625 
4000 350 nS 650 
600 i 325 ui 700 
1,0.0 PER 309 ei 700 


. If these engines have thus gained advantages by running at the 
present speeds, greater advantages may naturally be expected by 
running at the higher speed. To consider this we -must look into 
the matterin detail. Taking an engine, say, of & two-crank oom- 
pound type of 500 1. H. P. as having, say, 12 iu. stroke, and running at 
350 revolutions per minute; what is to prevent this engine being 
run at 450 revolutions and still giving 500 I. H. .? Leaving the stroke 
the same, the cylinders would be reduced in diameter, but the 
piston speed would be increased to 900 ft. per minute—being rather 
high for present day practice in connection with quick revolution 
engines, but even this is reached iu many slow revolution engines ; 
so why not have, it here? The increase in speed, however, has 
many effects, and has a limit iudependent of wear; one effect it 
has is on the ports, as tlese must be of larger area to admit the 
steam to the cylinder and so increase the clearance volume ; also 
the inertia of the parts is increased as tbe square of the speed; 
as we require less parts to give the same power when running at tbe 
higher speed the weight will be decreased, but, unfortunately, 
not pro rata; so in the inertia effects we have а limit. Up to а 
certain speed the inertia of the reciprocating parts has an equalising 
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effect upon the pressure on the crankpin, and consequently upon 
the turning effort of the engine, but beyond that speed trouble 
begins to arise due to shocks and vibration, unless the parts be 
thoroughly balanced. To overcome these difficulties the weight 
of the parts must be lightened and the best materials possible used 
to ensure the necessary factor of safety in all parts under stress. Of 
thiskind of work we have some of the finest examples in engines 
built for torpedo boats. 

Assuming then that inthe inertia effect caused by the weight of the 
reciprocating we have a limit, even with the reduced 
cylinders, which, of course, means that we cannot exceed a certain 
piston speed; the next question to deal with is the stroke of the 
engine, which, again, at the same time, also lightens the parts, and 
therefore reduces tbe effects of the inertia. It would be a most 
interesting point to find where the limit will be to the speed of 
rotation with reciprocating engines, and to what extent the stroke 
may be reduced fora given power. As engines are now designed 
and are made as standards by the present builders of quick-revolu- 
tion engines, they have not reached a limit in either of these direc- 
tions. The piston speed of engines built for torpedo boats reaches 
1,200 ft. per minute, and for short periods, at any rate, engines can 
be run at this speed satisfactorily. With special lines and pistons, 
&e, what is there to prevent us from building engines with very short 
stroke with the piston speed reaching 1,200 ft. per minute ? And it 


may also be mentioned that the stroke has not yet been reduced to 


such an extent as to bring the crankpins to appear as eccentrics on 
the shaft. 

Single and Double- Acting Engines.—When quick revolution engines 
were first introduced, it was claimed that the only engine suitable for 
*bat p was one of the single-acting type with constant thrust. 
With this engine no reversal of stress in the parts—and, consequently, 
no lost motion and no knock—appeared. On this account it was main- 
tained, and no doubt correctly, that there would be less wear in the 
journals and crank-pins than ina double-acting engine running at 
even half the speed ; and when the system of forced lubrication was 
first adopted by a well-known firm it was referred to by one engi- 
neer of repute a8 an ingenious and bold attempt to evade the 
natural difficulties which the case presents; but was it not a proper 
means to an end? Does not building a single-acting engine for the 
sake of running at high rotative speeds rather seem a round-about 
way of achieving this end? At the same speed, twice the volume 
is required in the cylinder of a single-acting engine to give the 
eame power as that of a double-acting engine ; and, therefore, unless 
you build tandem engines—which leads to great complications— 
very much space is required; but, nevertheless, thousands of single- 
acting engines are іо use, and hundreds in hand at the present time, 
and they certainly run quietly under load, if properly built, and 
will not knock until they tumble to pieces when worn out. Re- 
garding single-acting quick revolution engines, and whilst speaking 
of them running quietly and not giving trouble, the author would 
here like to repeat a little conversation which took place between 
two well-known engineers some years ago; this he quotes from a 
paper given in 1895. One gentleman, when discussing the Willans 
engine, said, “I really do not know what there is inside a Willans 
engine, but I know there are three holes in it: one hole where the 
steam goes in, another where the steam goes out, and another where 
you put the oil in; and if I only pay proper attention to these Loles 
everything will go all right.” This the author quite believes, as he 
himself has stood by some of the Willans engines and could hardly 
tell that they were running without looking at some revolving part 
outside the engine. But he has also stood by a double-acting 
enclosed forced lubrication engine running under load, and could 
hardly tell that this engine was running. Therefore, it seems 
possible to the author that a double-acting engine may be made to 
m ao as the single-acting ; and, power for power, only half 
¢ / 

Let us look into the question of single-acting engines a little in 
detaiL A single-acting engine is one in which the power is trans- 
mitted from the piston in one direction only, which, in a vertical 
engine, for various reasons, is always a downward direction ; there- 
fore, the crankpin gets a push on the down-stroke, and has to lift the 
parts on the up-stroke, these parts during that portion of the travel 
doing nothing; in fact, tending to retard the speed of rotation of 
the crankshaft. What is the use of causing a piston, which must be 
twice the size of that of a double-acting engine, to traverse twice 
the distance necessary to do a given amount of work? This leads 
to a point which is often ignored, viz., the mechanical efficiency of 
a single-acting engine. Is it possible under these conditions to 
obtain the same mechanical efficiency with a single-acting engine 
as that of a double-acting? In the double-acting type we have 
pressure on the pins and bearings both on the up and down-stroke, 
due to the pressure of the steam on the pistons, and transmitting 
power to the crankshaft. Due to this pressure, there is a certain 
amount of friction in all the bearings of the engine. In the single- 
acting engine we have pressure, due to the steam on the piston 
doing work on the down-stroke, and pressure on the bearings on 
the up-stroke, due to compression or the air cushion to keep the 
parts in constant thrust; during this period no work is done. At 
the lighter loads on the engine we have very light pressures, due to 
steam on all parts in a double-acting engine, but in a single-acting 
engine we have always the pressure on the crankpin on the up- 
stroke, this being a constant quantity. It must, therefore, be 
admitted, from theoretical considerations alone, that the single- 
acting engine cannot be. as efficient as the double-acting one, 
and from the results of actual tests the author has in his 
possession, this appears to be so in practice. This is only what 
could be expected, as it cannot ` possible to lubricate a 
eingle-acting engine more efficiently than a double-acting one; in 
fact, on the face of it, it does not seem posaible to lubricate it as well, 
the bearings always being under pressure in one direction. It has 


. distant points.” 


been proved over and over again that it is possible to make an 


engine of the double-acting type to work silently at speeds equal to 
any single-acting engine now running; and, if so, what, then, is the 
advantage in the way of speed that the single-acting type of engine 
has over the double-acting type? 

Durability.—The most prevalent idea respecting quick revolution 
engines is that, owing to the number of revolutions, and the con- 
sequent changes in the direction of pressures on the parts, in the 
double-acting engine, all working joints must wear very rapi:ly, 
and very much more so than in slow-revolution engines. Tois 
undoubtedly would be the case in a double-acting engine, were it 
not for the excellent means of lubrication that are provided. In an 
engine of this type allthe pins, journals, and slides are made of 
ample area, 80 that the pressure per square inch may be reduced to 
such a fi as has been found most suitable in practice. To illus- 
trate this point, we will take an ordinary marine type compound 
engine as an example. In ordinary practice the maximum pressure 
per square inch on the crosshead pin is about 1,500 Ibs., the pressure 
per square inch on the slides about 60 to 70 lbs., on the crank-pins, 
500 to 600 lbs. per square inch on the journals, 400 lbs. per square 
inch; whereas, in a modern double-acting quick revolution engine, 
these pressures do not, on the average, exceed the following :— 


Crosshead pins 1,000 lbs. per square inch. 
40 


Slides ... s ij 5i 
Crank-pin  ... 400 EN 5 
Journ we. 250 


99 97 

and all the above-mentioned joints, &c., in a double-acting engine 
are supplied with oil under pressure from a special pump, driven in 
most cases from one of the eccentrics driving the valves. By this 
means every working surface is kept flooded with oil, and whenever 
the pressure is relieved from off that surface —or, say, between the 
pin and the bearing, the oil is there, under pressure, ready to spread 
itself between the surfaces, so that, when working, the shaft or pins 
never come in direct contact with their respective bearings, always 
being separated by a film of oil. 

Owing to this necessity for ample lubrication, it has been found 
necessary to enclose all the working parts of a quick revolution 
engine in a suitable cast-iron frame, or its equivalent. This pre- 
vents the oil being thrown about while the engine is working ; but 
another great advantage is that it prevents any dirt or grit getting 
into the working parts and so causing heáting of the bearings. An 
objection has been raised to this closing-in of the engines, as it is 
thought that the parts are thus made inaccessible, but the experi- 
ence gained by the leading builders of quick revolution engines has 
enabled them to design engines, in which, while having the working 
parts entirely enclosed, by removing one or two doors in the frame 
everything is made perfectly accessible, and any part can be re- 
moved without any difficulty whatever. 


(To be continued.) 
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NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. © 


NEW PATENTS, 1901. 


Compiled expresaly for this journal by W, P. Tompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agente, 822, High' Holborn, London, W.O., and at Liverpool, Manchester, 
and Birmingham, to whom al] inquiries should be addressed. 


26,087. “An improved rebate system for the sale of electric energy. 
G. MARINIER. December 21st. 


26,098. Improvements in apparatus for controlling electric motors.“ 
J. H. HINpLE. December 2186. 


26,112. Improvements in primary electric cells or batteries." S. С. WIDER 
December 21st. 

26,119. A fuse carrier with spring action, for use on distribution boards 
used for electric lighting and power purposes." G. Turnock. December 2lst. 

26,181. Improvemente in electric insulators for high potentia lines." THE 
Ввітівн THoxsoN-HovsroN Company, LIMITED. (C. E. » United States.) 
December 2lst. (Complete.) 


26,132. “Improvements in electric circuit breakers.” THE BRITISH 
THomsoN-Hovuston Comrany, LIMITED. (Е. M. Hewlett and C. E. Badeau, 
United States.) December 219$. (Complete.) 


26,188. “Improvements in glowers for pyro-electric lamps and process of 
making the same." THE BritisH THoMsoN-HousroN Company, LIMITED. 
(C. P. Steinmetz, United States.) December 21st. (Complete.) 

26,184. Improvements in means for transmitting synchronous motion to 
THE British  THoMsoN-HousTON Company, LIMITED. 
(L. Saxon, United States.) December 21st. (Complete.) 

26,185. “Improvements in means for starting alternating current dynamo- 
electric machines." THE British Тномвох-Носвтом Company, LIMITED. 
(J. E. Woodbridge, United States.) December 21st. (Complete.) 

26,186. “Improvements in ground detectors for electric circuits." THE 


BritisH THomson-Hovustox Company, Limiten. (С. С. Badeau, United States. 
December 21st. (Complete.) 


20,137. “Improvements in electric railways.“ THe British THOMSON- 
Носвтох Company, LIMITED. (W. B. Potter, United States.) December 215%. 
(Complete.) 

26,138. ‘*Improvements in electrio railways.“ THe British THOMSON- 


Houston Company, LimiTep. (W. B. Potter, 
(Complete.) 
26,189. “ Improvements in eae aro lights.“ THe BRITISH THOMSON- 


Houston Company, LIMITED. (W United States.) December 2lst. 
(Complete.) 


see “А new or improved electric trumpet." E. R. Date. December 
st. 


nited States.) December 21st. 


26,161. ‘Improvements in hoods for use in connection with telephones." 
E. W, Змітн. December 21st. 


5 Improvements in electric arc lamps.“ E. BATAULT. December 
rd. 
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26,208. “Improvements in horse-shoe electro-magnets.” P. ScuH* EIDER. 
December rd. (Complete.) 


26,227. ‘Improvements relating to electro-magnetic switches, and to 
methods of controlling or operating the same.” Н. Н. Lake. (McElroy- 
era Electric Railway System, United States.) December rd. (Com- 
plete. 


26,241. “Improvements in apparatus for signalling between ships, shore and 
other objects by means of electric or Hertzian waves.” G.HvucHES. (M. A. 
Moray, Trinidad.) December 28rd. 


26,251. “Improved means and appliance for starting electric lamps of the 
t Nernst ' kind," E.CERVENEA. December 28rd. (Complete.) 


26,807. " . in connection with message counters for telephone 
exchanges." . OPPENHEIMER, (Aotiengesellschaft Mix & Genest, Germany.) 
December 24th. 


26,916. ''Improvements.in means for regulating electrical oscillations.” 
J. A. FLEMING. December 24th. 


20,828. '' Means of performing electro-chemicgl reactions." В. PEARSON and 
О. MancH. December 24th. 


26,841. Improvements in multiple conductors for electrical distribution.“ 
THE British Тномвом - HousroN Company, LIMITED, (А. D. Lunt, United 
States.) December 24th. (Complete.) 


26,342. Improvements in electric arc lamps." THE British Тномвох- 
ОТЕ Limitep. (E. Thomson, United States.) December 24th. 
omplete. 


26,848. ‘‘ Improvements in electric aro lamps." THe British THOMSON- 
кт» Тлмітер, (А, G. Davis, United States.) December 24th. 
mplete. 


26,844. “Improvements in insulated electric conductors.” Tur BRITISH 
THoMsON-HovusTon Company, Limirep. (W. Le Roy Emmet and W. S. Clark, 
United States.) December 4th. (Complete.  . 


26,845. Improvements in means for transmitting electrical energy." THE 
British THomson-HovusTon Company, Limitgp. (J. E. Woodbridge, United 
States.) December 24th. . (Complete.) 


26,846. “Improvements in controllers for electric automobile vehicles." THE 
BRITruR Тномвон - Houston Company, LIMITED. (H. Lemp, United States.) 
December 24th. (Complete.) 


20,847. “Improvements in systems of electric generation and distribution." 
TBE British THomson-Houston Company, LiMiTED. (E. M. Hewlett, United 
States.) December 2th. (Complete.) 


26,948. “Improvements in starting alternating electric current machines.“ 
THE British THomson-Hovuston MPaNY, LIMITED, (J. E. Woodbridge, 
United States.) December 24th. (Complete.) 

26 819. “Improvements in electric transmission of power." THE BRITISH 
THoxsoN- Houston Company, Limitep. (Е. M. Hewlett, United States.) 
December 24th. (Complete.) 

36,858, “Improvements in or relating to circuit breakers for electric ourrent - 
circuits.” E. F. Mov, Р. Н. Bastır, and E. F. Moy, LIMITED. December 24th. 


26,968. “ Ап improved insulating material and process of manufacture of 
same." V. KARAVODINE. December 94th. 


26,369. '' Method of and means for transmitting power from electro-megnetic 


devices to movab.e bodies." R. T. GLAsSCODINE and Н. Н. KeNsHOLE. Decem- - 


26,978. "Improvements in microphones or microphone transmitters for 
electrical sound transmission." F. W.SENBEIL. December 24th. (Complete.) 


26,877. "Improvements in induction electric meters." О. T. BLATHY. Decem- 
ber 24th. (Complete). 


26,887. “A new or improved maximum demand indicator for electric 
currents.” W. G. HiBBiNsSs, December 24th 

26,808. ‘Improvements in telephonic transmission, and in apparatus there 
for," D. H. 8turman. December 24th. 

24,400. “ Improvements in the method of and means for ascertaining and 
recording the consumption of current in electrical traction." C. H. BERRY and 
W. T. Нил. December 27th. 

26,474. Improvements in electrical valve apparatus for actuating the air 
brakes of railway trains." C. D. ABEL. (Siemens & Halske Aktien Gesellschaft, 
Germany.) December 27th, , 

26,176. ''Improvements in maximum demand indicators for measuring and 


deir electrical currents." W. R. Ripines and Vxmurrs, Liuren, Decem- 
er А 


26,476. An improved electric switch." В. B. MansHALL." December 27th. 
oe “Improvements in electric telegraphy.“ A. B. TcnBiNi. December 


26,488. ''Improvements in electric demand indicators." Н. G. LORRAIN. 
(Н.А. Macdonald, France.) December Mth. x 


26,487. Carbide electrodes for aro lamps and process of manufacturing th 
same.“ R. HOPFELT. December 27th. x к с 

26,510. An improved ‘resistance ball,’ applicable to overhead t 
wires.“ J. A. PENNY. December 28th.  ' EE | дык 

26,510. Improvements relating to the laying of underground electric con- 
ductors for lighting and power." W. P. Тномрвом. (Е. Davi lgium. 
December 28th. (Complete.) Беа: 

26,558. ''Improvements in cable drum wagons.” 
LINSON and J. RAwLiNsoN. December 80th. 


26,566. “ Party line telephone system.“ Е. E. MAYBBRRY. December 80th. 
(Complete.) 


26,004. “Improvements in instruments for recording varying magnetic fields 
or the currents producing them." SikxENS Bros. & Co., LIMITED. (Siemens 
and Halske, Aktien Gesellschaft, Germany.) December 30th. (Complete.) 


P dd “ Improvements in electric telegraphy.” А. В. Товім, December 


S. Клжтлмвом, W. Raw- 


26,634. ‘* Means for connecting an alarm bell in а local system to the tel 
exchange." Р. Ransipaz, December 30th. У е telephone 


26,646. Improved method of, and means for lubricating the axles or bear- 
ings of tramcars and wagons used on electric tramways and light railways.” 
2. J. ЗАМЕН. December 8lst. 


028. icc m b о for hermetically enclosing and in- 
sulating the junctions of conductors for electric currents and other pur * 
V. BORN AND and Е. C. LyN DE. December 315%. por 


26,609. ‘Improvements in electric light brackets or pen » VALL- 
woRK and С. H, WaALLwonk. December dist. R 


26.673. Improvements in apparatus for the generation and electrolytic 
application of electric currents." F. E. ETuOoRR. December 81в%. 


20,600. ‘Improvements in electric arc lamps.” 
Houston COMPANY, LIMITED. 
(Complete.) 

26,691. ‘Improvements in electric circuit controllers." 


THomuson-Hovston Company, LIMITED. (Е. M. Hewl UA parno 
December 81st. (Complete.)' . M. Hewlett, United States.) 


26,692. '' Improvements in electric current limiting devices." THe BRITISH 


Тномѕом-Носзтох Company, Luwirep, (S. L. G. K 
December 31st. (Complete.) ( G. Knox, United States.) 


26,698, "Improvements in electric circuit breakers.” THe BRITISH 
THoMsON-Hovston Company, LIMITED. (R. H. Read, United States.) Decem- 
ber 81st. (Complete.) 

26,693. “Improvements in electric circuit breakers.” THE BRITISH 


Titoxsox-HovsroN Company, Limitep. (R. H. i ў $ 
ber 315, (Complete.) ' ( Read, United States.) Decem 


26,695. ‘Improvements in dynamo-electric machines." Tux BRITISH 
Тноххом-Носѕтох Company, LIMITED, (H. Geisenhoner, United States.) 
December 31st. (Complete.) 


z Ips THE BaitisH Тномзоз- 
(E. Thomson, United States.) December 8181. 


26,606. ‘Improvements in electric rheostats.” THe BRhITISM Тномяок-- 


Houston Company, LrMiTED. (J. L. Hall, United States.) December 81st. - 
(Complete.) | 
26,697. “Improvements in electric rheostats. THe British "lHoxEON- 


‘Houston Company, Limirep. (W. C. Yates, United States.) December 81st. 


(Complete.) 

26,698. “Improvements in systems of electric distribution." Tux BnrrisE 
THomsox-Hovuston Company, LIMITED. (С. P. Steinmetz, United States.) 
December 318. (Complete)  . 

26,099. ''Improvements in the manufacture of filaments for incandescing 
electric lamps." W. L. VOELKER. December 81st. 


26,700. Improvements relating to the electric lighting of railway trains and 
to apparatus therefor.” D. C. HENRY. December 81st. (Complete.) 


26,702. ‘Improvements in controlling devices for connecti storage 
batteries with a charging circuit.” J. W. Stover and N. H. Surew. December 
81st. (Complete.) 

26,721. ''Improvements in material and devices for electric insulation, and 
the formation and protection of electric distributing systems, cables and the 
like." W. W. PiLXIxd rom and W. R. Ornmanpy. December 31st. 


26,748. ‘Improvements in eleotrio arc lamps." J. Н. HALLBERG, December 
81st. (Complete.) | 

26,746. А new or improved process or method of manufacturing electric or 
other lamp globes.” E. Boum. December 318. 


96,748. “А . apparatus for electric line - wire circuits.'" 
SIEMENS Bros. & „ Limited. (Siemens & Halske, Aktien - Gesellschait, 
Germany.) December 81st. (Complete ) 

26,749. B in safety fuses.” SIEMENS Bros. & Co., LIMITED, 
(Siemens & Halske, Aktien-Gesellschaft, Germany.) December 81st. (Complete.) 


26,759. “Improvements іп or relating to means for supplying current to 
electric vehicles.” W. L. Wiss. (Maschinenfabrik, Oerliken, Switzerland.) 
December 81st. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P.'Thempeon 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, Manchester and Bir- 
mingham, price, post free, 9d. (in stamps). 
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2,710. “improvements in electricity meters.” W. М. Mordey and G. C. Frieker. 
Dated Febru 10th, 1900. Clockwork geared toa counter is driven by a spring 
or weight, and hasan escapement controlled electro-magnetically only, so that 
it stops in an extreme 5 when no ourrent is passing, but otherwise 
is returned to a middle position by the action of the current to be 
measured, its momentum continuing the movement; the escapement and 
clockwork thus move at a rate proportional to the current passing. The 
escapement may consist of an ordinary escape-wheel and an anchor having a 
forked arm, which engages an eccentric pin on a shaft, carrying an armature. 
This may be a non-conducting disc carrying several parallel soft wires. It 
oscillates within stationary coils carrying the current to be measured or а pro- 
portion thereof, placed so that they tend to set the armature wires axially, as 
shown, and the anchor in its middle position. The conditions of proper worki 
and suitable sions are specified. The armature may otherwise be as 
bundle of wires, or a thin strip of iron, situated between stationary iron poles, 
which either extend inwards from the ends of an open rectangular core, or are 
the middle limbs of two separate E-shaped cores. Ап open winding surrounds 
the armature and the pole-pieces or the outer limbs of the E cores, to obtain pro- 
portional readings. The outer limbs of the Е coresrepel the armature from this 
extreme position. To prevent the armature from being stopped in its middle 
position if the current increases while it is moving slowly, the armature may 
carry a small weight tending to move it to either side. Or the main current 
coil may be short circuited while the armature is near its middle position, by 
providing the armature shaft with a flat surface to drop an anti-friction wheel 
and a switch lever at that time, making contact with a contact screw. Ina 
modification, this contact connects a solenoid in parallel with the main current 
coil, the solenoid then moving a core and spring switch to short circuit iteelf and 
the mAn coil. The clockwork may be provided with automatic winding 
apparatus. 


2,787. ‘‘ improvements (n long-distance relay magnetic telephones." J. Nossol 
and J. Р. боша. Dated February 12th, 1900. Magneto-telephones for use as 
relays are formed with magnets carrying coils set on either side of single or 
double diaphragms. Thewhole of the parts are enclosed in a hermetically- 
closed casing of non-magnetic material which is in turn enclosed in a four part 
protective surface. The strands of the cable are separated and clamped over 
the outer surface. The telephone diaphragms may be of magnetic or other 
materia), in some cases а semi-circular permanent magnet being supported over 
the outer face of the diaphragm. 


8,793. “| ments in clectrical аго furnaces.” J. Y. Johnsen. (Com- 
municated.) ted February 12th, 1900. An arc furnace of la size is pro- 
vided with a number of separate upper electrodes of limited size independently 
adjustable, and situated at such distances apart that a uniform temperature is. 
maintained over the whole area of the furnace. The furnace is worked discon- 
tinuously, each charge being drawn separately. The main object is to avoid 
losses due to the absence of fresh material and the production of excessive 
temperatures near the middle parts of large electrodes. The invention is dis- 
tinguished from those described in Specifications Nos. 27,801, A.D. 1896, and 
No. 4, 138, д.р. 1897, in that the materials do not pass all the electrodes succes- 
sively and travelling arcs are not employed. The invention is applicable to 
furnaces for making calcium carbide and smelting. 


8,797. “improvements in coherers in telephonio and telegraphic Нер.” 
А. $. Popov. Dated February 12th, 1900. In telegraph or telephone sigoglling 
by Hertzian radiation, the coherer is arranged with two metal plates secured in 
а glass tube and containing between them metal or carbon granules—preferabl 
crushed up small steel balls. The spaces between the plates may be divid 
into compartments. Telephones may be arranged in the local circult with or 
without an induction coil. 


2,842. “improvements in aud relating to thermostatic controlling apparatus.” 
A. 8. Brockes. (Communicated.) Dated February 18th, 1900. elates to an 
рр for changing electrical connections when the temperature rises above 
& limit. 


2,882. ''Improvements in electrio traction motors." С. Richter and R. T. 
Esohler. Dated February 18th, 1900. An eleotric traction motor is combined 
with the wheel of the vehicle. Upon the axle is mounted a hollow whee! com- 
posed of two seotions united together by bolts and nuts, so that access can 
readily be obtained to the interior. The armature and commutator are carried 
by one of the sections while the field magnet is secured to the axle. The 
brushes are mounted in recesses formed in the field-magnet core; to permit of 
ready access to them, openings are formed in the other seotion, and provided 
with covers. Current is supplied to the motor by conductors running through 
the hollow axle. 


2,880. “improved system of and moans for regulating electric motors and the 
like.” W. М. Cooley. Dated February 18th, 1900. elates to the regula- 
tion of the speed and torque of electromotors used on electrically-propelled 
vehicles and for other purposes, КА connecting across the main feeders an 
electromotive force opposing or absorbing medium of practically constant 
value, with the different parts thereof in series with the motors to be regu- 
ао and by varying the air-gap density, and by varying the driving connections 
of the motors. 
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MOTIVE POWER FROM BLAST 
FURNACE GASES. 


AS we have in the past devoted considerable space to articles 
on the utilisation of blast furnace gas, we think it will be 
well, after the lapse of a year, to give careful attention to a 
paper on the same lines, recently submitted by Mr. Bryan 
Donkin to the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

The author naturally first considered the importance of 
the discovery, made within the last few years, that power 
could be effectively and economically developed from this 
abundant source, when employed through the agency of 
gas engines Mr. Donkin, in giving the annual pro- 
duction of iron in the world as 40 million tons, did 
not attempt to show what measure of power could be 
developed by the gases which pass off from the furnaces 
producing this weight of iron. It generally requires at 
least 1 ton of coke, or its equivalent, to produce 1 ton 
of iron, and the volume of gas evolved during the con- 
sumption of this weight of coke is about 170,000 cub. ft. 

40,000,000 tons per year = 4,566 tons of fuel per hour, 
and the volume of gas per hour issuing from the furnaces 
would be about 776 million cub. ft. Allowing 120 cub. ft. 
of gas per I. H. P.-hour, there would be, if the whole of this 
gas could be employed for power development, no less than 
6,468,500 Н.Р. 

This gas is partially used at the present time for heating 
the hot-air stoves, and for raising steam by combustion 
under boilers; however, at least four times the power 
developed by its use in steam boilers can be obtained by its 
direct employment in internal combustion engines, Mr. 
Donkin says that till within about half a century this gas 
had all been wasted ; кше later, part was used in boilers and 
stoves. 

Now that the gas can be turned to such profitable 
account, it is probable that there will bea great increase in 
the adoption of closed tops to the furnaces, where they do 
not already exist, and also the installation of gas engines will 
most probably be more rapid than was the case of the appli- 
cation of the gas to stoves and boilers. 

Even when the gas is utilised for steam-raising and air- 
blast heating, there should be a considerable volume of gas 
available, after supplying the power requirements of the 
furnace; the adoption of gas engines for blowing and 
other power will very greatly increase the volume of gas 
available for profitable application. 

For heating air-blast stoves the blast furnace gas is far 
from efficient owing to its low thermal value, while the 
dust it holds in suspension rapidly covers the surfaces to 
be heated with a very badly conducting material, besides 
clogging up the passages. Where the power can be fully 
and profitably applied, it will be more economical to 
employ common producer gas, from slack coal, for 
heating the stoves, and to use the blast furnace gas in 


A high thermal efficiency can in this way 
C 


gas engines. 
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be obtained from blast furnace gas, poor as it is in com- 
bustible, while the gas from producers using slack coal will 
be much more efficient {rom a heating point of consideration, 
hesides which, the stoves would seldom require cleaning, as the 
chief deposit would be carbonaceous, and this could readily 
be removed by burning. | 

The author said that with the present methods of utilising 
these gases, about 10 per cent. was lost by leakage, 28 per 
cent. was applied to heat the air blast, 40 per cent. to the 
boilers, and 22 per cent. was wasted, and went on to say that 
the power available had been calculated for English and 
Scotch furnaces at 24 million н.р. per annum. 


The author explained the reason why the power capable of 
being developed by gas of such low thermal value, in the 
cylinder of а gas engine, compared so favourably with the 
power from coal gas, as being due to the fact that blast 
furnace gas only requires about an equal volume of air for 
its combustion, while coal gas requires from five to six times 
its volume, thus permitting a larger volume of poor gas 
to be admitted in each charge ; blast furnace gas, with the 
same proportions of cylinder, giving only 18 per cent. less 
power than coal gas. 

In describing the composition of blast furnace gas, Mr. 
Donkin gave some typical analyses as well as thermal tests, but 
did not point out particularly that, given a certain class of 
ore, fuel and limestone charged into a furnace, the gas 
resulting is very constant in thermal value compared with 
ordinary producer gas, as we showed by diagrams in our 
issues of December 15th, 1899, and December 21st, 1900; 
out of 79 tests quoted, the maximum difference was only 
about 6 per cent. 

There appears to be little doubt that the most important point 
in the application of blast furnace gas to internal combustion 
in gas engines is the removal of the dust carried by the сав 
from the furnace, and where the gas is properly purified, the 
other troubles are not very difficult to overcome. 

The low thermal value of the gas permits of increased 
compression and higher efficiency, and perfect ignition can 
be obtained by either an electric spark or a heated tube when 
the temperature of the latter is properly regulated and under 
conti ol. 

Mr. Donkin gave a résumé of tests carried out on engines 
working with blast-furnace gas, and these are all very satis- 
factory. Though these tests have mostly been made on the 
Continent, they are not the only indications of the progress 
which has been accomplished. | 

The electrical power installation at Sheepbridge Iron- 
works, where the gas is treated by the Thwaite-Gardner 
system, and which we fully described in our issue of 
December 14th, 1900, has been duplicated, and from the 
daily Press we learn that at Clay Cross, in the same district, 
a blowing engine was started on December 16th, 1901, on 
the same system. 

Mr. Donkin refers briefly to a blast furnace gas-driven 
blowing engine at Wolverhampton, but we notice that the 
blowing engine at Clay Cross is a departure from other 
systems in that the air cylinder is placed vertically above the 
crankshaft of the gas engine; also the air valves, 
to allow of the high piston speed, are of the piston 
type, positively moved by eccentrics, balanced, and noiseless. 

We gather from the paper that at the end of last year 
there were working, or under construction, blast furnace 
сав engines of an aggregate power of about 65,000 H.P., and 
when we take into consideration that the first engine was 
started in 1895, the progress in this application is highly 
satisfactory. The displacement of a steam engine at an 
iron works by a direct driven gas engine renders available 
at least three times the power of the engine, if the spare 
gas is used in gas engines, for the production of cheap elec- 
trical power, and it is in the interests of both blast furnace 
proprietors and electricity consumers to combine for the 
purpose of developing the economy of the blast furnace 
and electrical processes. 


THE adjourned conference of representa- 
tives of local authoritatives was held at the 
Guildhall on Moaday, with Mr. A. C. Morton in the chair. 
A letter from the Postmaster-General was read. In this he 
replied generally to the resolutions agreed to at the previous 
meeting of the conference, traversing the main features in a 
temperate and straightforward manner. He reminded the 
conference that, as regards the rates of charge, the Select 
Committee reported that the then existing rates of the 
National Company for unlimited service could not be con- 
sidered unduly high, yet the new scale makes a reduction in 
this rate to the one-year subscriber. The message rate 
being an untried experiment in London, it was neces- 
sary to take precautions against loss to the rate- 
payers by fixing at the outset rates which might, in 
due time, be reduced, but which it would not in any 
probable circumstances be necessary to raise. The con- 
ference did not find any satisfaction in the Postmaster- 
General’s letter, and proposed to let the Lord Mayor bring 
the subject before Parliament. One speaker (Mr. Finch, of 
Marylebone) had the temerity to express his belief that the 
agreement made by Lord Londonderry was the best that 
was possible in the circumstances. He was opposed to 
people being provided with a telephone at less than cost 
price, leaving the taxpayer to make up the loss. The next 
speaker promptly asked him if he were a shareholder in the 
National Company, receiving a reply in the negative; and 
another Marylebone representative remarked that Mr. Finch 
did not represent the views of Marylebone on the subject. 
From this it is apparent that the ratepayers of Marylebone 
are thirsting for the opportunity of paying for other people’s 
telephones out of the rates, and that some members of the 
conference cannot understand how anybody can regard the 
agreement as satisfactory unless he be financially interested. 


London 
Telephones. 


IT is impossible to press home too often 
the absolute necessity for Parliament to 
remove as speedily as may be the legislative restrictions 
which have for 30 years past obstructed the path of tram- 
way progress in this country. Sir C. Rivers Wilson in his 
address to the Tramways and Light Railways Association 
last week referred to the paramount national importance of 
the electric traction industries, and showed how active his 
Association was in endeavouring to get wrongs righted. No 
one will be more ready than the ELECTRICAL REVIEW to 
thank the Association and its members for their very valuable 
work. As an organisation they are very young as yet, but 
already most of the leading electric tramway promoters, officials, 
and some manufacturers have lent their aid, and during the 
coming year the Association will be very much to the fore. 
By the help of the Light Railways Act, our promoters and 
engineers have been enabled to trample across some of their 
difficulties, and it is satisfactory to find that the latest, 
figures show that there are 777 miles of electric tramway 
actually constructed, 533 miles in course of construction, 
and 927 miles authorised and about to be constructed. We 
have here a total of 2,237 miles, which, if we may use the 
expression, form a monument to the enterprise and determi- 
mation of those to whom we are indebted for the awakening 
of the industry. Last year it was stated that the total 
miles of horse, steam, and electric tramways in орега- 
tion in the United Kingdom was only 1,200 miles. 
This figure only needs to be placed beside those 
given above to show what a great change electrification is 
going to produce in the travelling facilities of the British 
public. The Council of the Tramways and Light Railways 
Association has been changed by the election of the following 
to fill certain vacancies :—Messrs, T. О. Callender, C. H. 
Gadsby, Hugh С. Godfray, Е. J. Trewitt, A. M. Wilcox, 
and Thomas How. Mr. George Offor has accepted the 
position of honorary auditor. 


Electric Traction. 
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THE CORBIN PROCESS AND CELL 
FOR THE ELECTROLYTIC PRODUCTION OF 
CHLORATES. 


By JOHN В. С. KERSHAW, P. I. O. 


THE Corbin process and cell for manufacture of chlorates 
by electrolysis have been operated at Chedde, in Savoy, 
wince 1896. The Chedde works are owned by the firm of 
Corbin & Cie., and 12,000 н.р. have been developed at this 
place by hydraulic engineering works of an extensive cha- 
racter. Owing to the variations in the amount of water 
passing down the River Arve, caused by the melting of the 


winter's snows upon the High Alps, the mean annual power 
utilised is only two-thirds of the above, or from 8,000 to 
9,000 H.P. 

. Above the ravine of Chatelard, the power furnished by 
the Arve is used for the operation of the electric railroad 
connecting Chamounix and Fayet. Below the first gene- 
rating station the water is again enclosed in a tunnel 700 
metres in length, and is conducted to a point on the moun- 
tain side 140 metres above the river bed at Chedde. From 
this point two steel pipe lines, each 1:40 metres in diameter, 
carry the water down to the turbine house. 

These pipe lines are each 600 metres in length, and are 
carried over the River Arve by a specially constructed bridge, 
shown in fig. 2. 

The total length of the galleries and tunnels carrying the 
water to the Chedde turbine house is 1,790 metres; the 
sectional area of these tunnels lies between 5 and 30 sq. 
metres, while the flow of water varies from 5 cubic metres 
per second in autumn and winter, to 8 cubic metres during 
the spring floods. 

The turbine house is a narrow building, 120 metres in 
length, and contains 12 turbines, each of 1,000 H.P., run- 
ning on horizontal shafts. 

The dynamo house adjoins the turbine house, is of the 
same length, and is equipped with 12 Oerlikon dynamos, 
each direct coupled to one of the 1, 000-H. P. turbines. Fig. 1 
is а view of one of these Oerlikon dynamos. 

The building containing the chlorate vats is 130 metres 
in length, 60 metres broad, and 21:5 metres in height ; but 
this is only one of the numerous buildings at Chedde, and 
the whole works covers 13,000 sq. metres of ground. Fig. 2 
is a bird’s-eye view of the works. 
= The Corbin type of chlorate cell is shown in vertical 
section in figs. 3 and 4. The cell is built of cement, and 
contains а large number of secondary electrcdes, в, c, held 


in position along the centre of the vat by the two fixed sup- 
porte, А and н. Each of these secondary electrodes is com- 
posed of a wide ebonite frame, B, in the centre of which a 
thin sheet of platinum foil, c, is fixed by screws, as shown 
in section in fig. 4. 

These secondary electrodes are held upright and about 
15 mm. apart, in grooves along the inner side of the cen- 
tral supports A and н. The electrolyte entering the vat at 
о, passes between these electrodes in an upward direction, as 
shown by the arrows, and flows away over the edge of the 
vat at Q. Fig. 4 shows the arrangement adopted for obtain- 
ing electrical connection with the two end electrodes. Each 
of these consists of a thick plate of metal, 8, covered with 
platinum foil and held in position against the end of the 
vat by the bolt and nut, R and w. A narrow band of rubber 
insulating material, T, is placed between the metal plate and 
the end wall of the vat, and leakage of the electrolyte at в is 
thus prevented. The terminal electrodes, S, are placed in 
the exact line of the platinum centres of the secondary elec- 
trodes с, с, с, &c., and the superficial dimensions of the 
active surface of each of the electrodes are the same. The 
object of the wide ebonite frames is to prevent straying of 
the electric current in its passage through the vat, and this 
device for keeping the current to the line of secondary elec- 
trodes, is the chief claim of the two Corbin French patents of 
1892 and 1894. | 

The chemistry of the electrolytic process for chlorate 
production need not be dwelt upon here,* and it will suffice 
to say that the Corbin type of cell appears to be well 
designed for bringing about the reaction between chlorine 
and sodium hydrate, upon which the formation of chlorate 
depends. 

The current efficiencies of the various electrolytic cells for 
chlorate production, based on the figures published in the 
early days of the manufacture, have varied between 35 and 
52 per cent., f but recent laboratory investigations by Oettel, - 
Müller, Foerster, and others have proved that far higher 
efficiencies than these can be obtained, if the reducing action 
of the hydrogen liberated at the cathode be suppressed. The 
addition of alkaline carbonates, of calcium chloride, and of 
potassium chromate to the electrolyte, have been recom- 
mended for this purpose, the theory with regard to the use 
of the two latter being that a thin skin of calcium or 
chromium hydrate is formed over the cathode, and that this 
acta as a diaphragm in the cell. 

Though exact information is not available, it is probable 
that one or other of these additions to the electrolyte is now 


Fia. 2. 


adopted in:the,Cbedde electrolytic chloratej works, for; in а 
recent letter to the writer M. Paul Corbin!states that a 
current efficiency of 85 per cent. is attained in the proccss, 


* For details of the process see the Electrician, February 10th, 


1897 


t Engineering ond Mining Journal, New York, June 10th, 11899. 
D 
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and that it is hoped ultimately to attain one of 90 per 
cent. 

The output of chlorate and perchlorates by the Chedde 
Works has increased from 2,200 tons in 1899 to 4,000 tons 
in 1900—a very large total when one considers that in 
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1899 the world production and consumption of chlorates 
was estimated to be only about 9,000 tons. The consump- 
tion has, however, rapidly grown, and the chlorate and per- 
chlorates produced at Chedde are largely used in the 
manufacture of a new explosive called “ Cheddite," patented 
by MM. Bergés and Corbin, the chief partners in the Chedde 
firm. Factories for the manufacture of this explosive have 
been established in France, Switzerland, Greece, and Italy, 
and a new outlet for the products of the Chedde works has 
thus been created. 

The surplus chlorate is reported to be sold in Germany, 
Italy, America, and Japan. 

The Chedde works were represented by an interesting 
exhibit at the 1900 Paris Exhibition, and a gold medal 
was obtained for the products shown. It is an instruc- 


Fig. 4. 


tive and interesting fact in connection with this firm, 
that a research laboratory is maintained, and that three 
chemists are employed in experimental work bearing on 
developmerts and improvements of the processes used in 
the Chedde Works. Perhaps the rapid growth of the 
undertaking is in a large measure due to this readiness to 
examine new ideas and inventions, relating to the manufac- 
ture and utilisation of chlorates and other products of 
similar chemical composition. 

NoTE.—The laboratory investigation by Brochet, of the 
conditions obtaining in the electrolytic chlorate cell, proved 
that the addition of chromates to the electrolyte diminished 
the reduction losses at the cathode 87 per cent. 


THE "LANCETTA" ELECTROGRAPH. 


SEVERAL scientists of various nationalities have applied the 
property of imperfect contacts to the registration of disturb- 


ances of atmospheric electricity, and especially to the 
observation of the progress of distant storms. 

Amongst others, M, Lancetta, Professor of Physics at the 
Royal Technical Institute of Girgenti, Sicily, has, with this 
object in view, invented a very simple apparatus, the working 
of which is automatic and very accurate, to which he has given 
the name of “ Electrograph.” ! 
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1, Coherer, 2. Antenna. 8. Earth plate. 4. А Leolanché element. 
5. Galvanometric compass. 6. Bell. 7. Battery elemente. 8. Pivot 
of the needle, 9—10, of the galvanometric compass 5. 11. Coherer 
hammer of the armature of the bell 6. 12. Pencil or pen of the 

. armature of bell6. 18,14. Dial on which the hours are inscribed 
backwards. 15. Clockwork mechanism working the dial 18, 14. 


Fic. 1.— DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


The apparatus really consists simply of a receiver, as the 
transmitter is sometimes the lightning which telegraphs “ I 
am here,” and sometimes the atmospheric electricity, which 
manifesta itself in the form of a current, going from the top 
of the antenna to earth through the coherer. 


The receiver, i.e., the Lancetta electrograph (figs. 2 and 3) 
only differs from the ordinary receivers used in wireless tele- 
graphy in ite registering apparatus. The latter consiste of a 
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bell, the armature of which is provided on one side with a 
little hammer, which decoheres the imperfect contact, and on 
the other with a pencil or a pen, which registers on a dial set 
in motion by clockwork. The movable dial shows the hours 
like an ordinary clock, with the difference that the index 
represented by the pencil or the pen is fixed, while the dial 
revolves, completing its revolution in 24 hours. This is why 
the hours are inscribed on the dial in the reverse order to 
that used for ordinary clocks. When the coherer is influenced 
and rendered conductive by a flash of lightning, for instance, 


Ld 


Fra. 3. 


the bell rings, the length of the sound depending on the 
duration of the flash ; at the beginning of it the pencil 
marks а point on the dial, and at the return movement of 
the armature the little hammer decoheres the sensitive tube. 

The galvanometric compass employed by M. Lancetta is 
highly sensitive. | | 

Every 24 hourstheapparatus has to be examined by theatten- 
dant in charge, who also winds up the clockwork mechanism 


of a signal, and thus be enabled to follow the course of a 
storm. 

Rings at comparatively long intervals would mean, /he 
storm is in sight, which amounts to probability of a storm in 
а few hours. 

Rings becoming more frequent mean, the slorm increases 
in intensity, or grows nearer, and from this may be con- 
cluded, the probability of a storm is greater. 

When the signals get less frequent after an acceleration it 
means the storm is getting further away or decreasing in 
intensity. From this we may conclude % storm will not 
reach the place of observation, or at any rate, there is no 
danger for some hours ; at the worst there will only be rain 
or a change 1n the weather. 

The distance to which storms can be signalled by this 
apparatus depends on the height of the antenna, on thealtitude, 
on the surface, on the force of the atmospheric discharge, on 
the distance from the apparatus, and on the height at which 
it takes place. With an antenna of six metres, placed on an 
elevation and without any surrounding obstacles, this distance 
is 100 km. 


—————— 


` AN IMPROVED TESTING TANK. 


In nearly every case when tests of dynamos are made lasting 
6 or 12 hours, the electrical power generated cannot be, use- 
fully employed, but has to be dissipated by means of either a 
wire or water resistance, the use of water resistances has 
become more and more prevalent, owing to the ease with 
which these can be put down for tests after the machines 
have been delivered and fixed in the purchaser’s works, and 
also because of their adaptability for any E.M.F. or current. 

As is well known to every electrical engineer, the usual 
form of testing tank consists of a wooden tank, in which 
there are two electrodes of large area, to which the positive 
and negative leads are attached ; the electrolyte consists of a 
weak solution of either common salt or washing soda, the 
latter being frequently used, as the plates are not so liable to 
become furred. From Ohm’s law we know that the amount 
of current which passes will depend inversely upon the 
resistance between the electrodes. Now, the area of the 
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The numbers marked in the diagram show the time of the discharges. 


and changes the sheet of paper on the dial. The observer 
notices whether there are on the dial any signals produced 
by the lightning, and, if во, he makes a note of them, and 
also of the time at which they were registered. In this way, 
by the aid of several of these observations, diagrams can 
be constructed like that shown above, which relates to 
flashes of lightning registered by the Lancetta electrograph 
at the Girgenti Observatory during September, 1901. 

The Lancetta apparatus is already in use in several obser- 
vatories in Italy, and might be of great service in stations 
of artillery for averting hailstorms. By adding a second 
bell one could receive immediate warning of the registration 


electrodes being constant, the resistance will depend upon 
the distance apart of the electrodes, and inversely upon the 
strength of the solution. Since it is impossible to increase 
the strength of the solution beyond saturation point, the 
resistance of the circuit is varied by altering the distance 
between the plates, this alteration being effected by screw 
gear. Another form of resistance tank consists of an iron 
tank, the tank iteelf forming the negative electrode, while the 
positive electrode consists of a metal plate which is immersed 
in the middle of the electrolyte. This is generally supported 
by two chains fixed to a barrel ; and the resistance is in this 
case varied by immersing more ог less of the positive plate 
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into the electrolyte. In either of these cases the requisite 
lord can be obtained, and any necessary adjustment can be 
quickly and easily made so long as the temperature of the 
electrolyte remains below boiling point. 

In accordance with the law of the conservation of energy, 
the mere passing of the current through the solution would 
not dissipate the electric energy, and it is evident that the 
current in so flowing must do some work. This work con- 
sists in raising the temperature of the electrolyte. Now, 
we know that in order to raise the temperature of 1 lb. of 
water 1? F., we require 778 ft. lbs., and a large generator 
working at full load will soon supply sufficient energy to 
raise the temperature of the electrolyte in any tank of 
ordinary dimensions to boiling point. When this tempera- 
ture has been reached the troubles of the tester begin, 
owing to the evaporation which takes place; the level of 
the water rapidly falls, and with vertical plates the area 


is reduced, so that the load decreases owing to the 
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IMPROVED TESTING TANE. 


increased resistance. The tank is then filled up with pure 
water, but the load does not come back to the normal, 
owing to the decreased density of the solution, so some 
more salt is thrown in ; probably the solution is made too 
strong for the area covered, there is a certain amount of 
overloading, and the maximum circuit breaker flies open. 
This is an experience which the writer believes every tester 
will have had ample opportunities of finding correct. But 
the troubles do not end here; boiling is still continued, 
and the resistance is consequently being constantly varied, 


while, to add to the inconvenience, in order to protect the- 


dynamo from the pernicious influence of the rising steam, 
the tank has to be placed outside the building, and the 
operator has to shout his orders for more salt, or more water, 
to his assistant some distance off. The management of the 
tank generally resolves itself into allowing a continual flow of 
cold water into the tank, and the throwing in of a handful or 
two of salt or soda from time to time. The result is a sloppy 
affair, wet underfoot, wet steam all aronnd, and anything but 
а constant and steady load. 

In order to overcome these disadvantages, Mr. H. Lindley, 
manager of Messrs. Galloways, Limited, Knott Mill Engi- 
reering Works, Manchester, has brought out a new form of 
tank. Messrs. Galloways have lately commenced building 
high speed engines to be direct coupled to dynamos, and 
Mr. Lindley, having decided to adopt the use of water resist- 
ances when testing the combined plants, sought for some 
method of obtaining all the advantages of a water resistance, 
while, at the same time, avoiding the disadvantages, and 
obtaining, during the whole test, perfect control of the load. 

Mr. Lindley's arrangement consists of an ordinary 
wooden tank, which is made longer than is required by the 
length of the electrodes, As shown in the sketch, he 
employs horizontal electrodes. These are made of 
cast-iron, and are cast with a large number of holes 
through them. The object of these holes is two-fold, 
viz, in the first place to permit of the free circu- 
lation of the electrolyte, and to permit also of the upper 
plate, which is adjusted by means of a screw, being moved 
easily either up or down. These electrodes occupy about one- 
third of the length of the tank; the remaining two-thirds is 
occupied by a cooling device. This arrangement is identical 
in construction with that of a water heater, and consiste of a 
number of copper tubes connected in series with each other. 
Cold water is forced through these tubes, and the quantity 


80 flowing is regulated by means of a valve, or a pump may 
be added if it is necessary to greatly increase the flow. Upon 
making a trial of this tank when 700 amperes at 220 volts 
had to be dissipated, it was found possible to maintain the 
temperature of the electrolyte for the whole period of the 
test—viz., six hours— at approximately 208° F., and in this 
case the supply of cooling water was somewhat restricted ; the 
temperature of the circulating water taken as it left the 
exhaust pipe was 202° F., or 6° F. only below the tempera- 
ture of the electrolyte in the testing tank. The circulating 
water being clean, could, if necessary, be used for feeding 
the boiler, although in this particular case it was allowed to 
run to waste; as the exhaust pipe conveyed the circulating 
water to the nearest drain and the electrolyte was kept from 
boiling, it was possible to place the tank close to the dynamo 
without any fear of damaging the machine. 

At 208° F. there was a certain amount of evaporation, 
but this was only slight, and the strength of the solution 
could be kept constant; easy manipulation of the load 
was therefore practicable during the whole test. 

From the results obtained during this one experiment it is 
evident that it would be practicable to arrange a portable 
tank to deal with any current, since with larger powers it 
would only be necessary to increase the number of coils and 
the amount of circulating water in order to maintain a 
temperature in the tank of under 212° F. 

There is one question which arises in connection with this 
arrangement, and that is, in what direction should the water 
flow through the cooling coils. We know that the heated 
electrolyte tends to rise to the surface, and therefore the 
upper layers are those which require the most cooling and 
should have the coolest coils immersed in them. On the 
other hand, the source of heat is at the bottom of the tank, 
and it is here that it is necessary to keep down the tempera- 
ture. If the circulating water flows from the top coils to 
the bottom it will probably get too hot before it reaches the 
lower layers to have any very marked effect ; if it flows the 
other way little will be done towards cooling the upper layers. 
The difficulty might be got over by having two sets of inde- 
pendent coils, and having the flow in opposite directions ; in 
the case under consideration the water was made to flow from 
the bottom to the top coils, and the result obtained was 
for the amount of circulation water used quite up to 
expectation. 

Since this trial was made, a second test has been carried 
out; the flow was still kept from bottom to top, but the 
quantity of the circulating water was increased; 300 Kw., 
viz., 600 volts and 500 amperes were dissipated for six hours 
continuously, the maximum temperature of the electrolyte 
being under 200° F. 


METHODS OF ELIMINATING CORRECTIONS 
FOR THE LEADS, &с. IN CABLE TESTING. 


By H. SAVAGE. 


OwrNa to the fact that cables and insulated wires usually 
have to be immersed in tanks for testing, the tanks being 
distant from the test room, and, in the case of telephone 
cables, have a large number of ends, it is practically impos- 
sible to connect the conductors directly on to the testing 
apparatus. It is therefore necessary to insert between the 
instruments and the cables an insulated conductor, or con- 
ductors, known as the lead, or “leads.” Before pro- 
ceeding to apply any test to the cable, we must first apply 
the test to the leads, so that their value may be deducted 
from the subsequent observations, in order to ascertain the 
true value of the cable. In the case of capacity tests, 
where the relative charges of a cable and standard condenser 
are compared by the swing of the galvanometer needle, it 
is usual first to note the deflection due to the lead, and then 
to subtract this deflection from that obtained when the cable 
is connected up. For the sake of accuracy the deflection on 
the lead is taken with the galvanometer open (i. a., un- 
shunted), and this deflection is then divided by the multiply- 
ing power of the shunt used on the cable. Thus if the deflec- 
tion on the lead with galvanometer open = d, deflection of 
cable with galvanometer shunted = р, trae deflection on 
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cable = р, and the multiplying power of the shunt = n, 
then D: = D — ©. While this is correct for the simple 


shunt arrangement, as in fig. 1, it is not strictly correct 
when a shunt of the universal type is used, if the leads 
from the keys, &c., to the galvanometer have any appre- 
ciable capacity. As the galvanometer is often placed at 
some distance from the test table, and the leads run under 
the floor or along a wall to be out of the way, a certain 
length of wire is introduced into the circuit, whose capacity 
may cause a considerable error, especially if the capacity of 
the condenser or cable under test be small. The deflection 
on the lead is the sum of two quantities—viz., dr, the 
deflection due to the galvanometer leads, and du, the deflec- 
tion due to the testing lead. In fig. 1, с is а galvanometer 


Fra. 1. 


connected by leads, с Li and G L. тт, is a testing lead toc, 
а condenser or cable, whose capacity is to be measured 
by the simple charge method. в is а battery, 
which can be applied to the circuit by a key, K; 
Pisa plug or switch for shunting d with an adjustable 
resistance R. As the galvanometer leads and testing leads 


are both shunted by к, then р; = р — (A oe) 
= d 


— D — — 


In fig. 2, R is replaced by a shunt on the 


universal principle, a common value for its resistance being 
10,000 ohms. Here we see that ав л is varied by tapping 


FId. 2. 


R at various points the testing lead is shunted by a varying 
ratio, but this has no effect on the galvanometer leads. 
Thus dy. remains constant while d; varies inversely as n, 


or Dp = р — (а + a). For instance, suppose that 


before the testing lead is connected to the instruments к is 
depressed and a deflection of 8 scale divisions is obtained, 
due to the capacity of the galvanometer leads, and when the 


testing lead is added 100 divisions is obtained, and that the 
shunt to be used on the cable is n = 100, then the amount 


to be deducted from р in the case of fig. 1 = 100 =E 
and in the case of fig. 2 = 3 + „ == 4 nearly. The best 


100 
plan is to check the value а. by testing the total deflection 


on the leads for each value of n used. 

In using the universal shunt care must be taken to see 
that the connections are made as in fig. 2, that is, the 
current must enter at one terminal of the fixed resistance к. 
Almost all shunts of this type have three terminals, a single 
one connected to one end of в and marked в for one of 
the galvanometer leads, another one connected to the com- 
mutator bar, switch, or sliding contact, and marked I.,“ 
for the testing lead, and a double terminal connected to the 
other end of в, and marked d L,” for the second galvano- 
meter and testing leads. Whether testing by simple charge 
or by discharging, the current should split at the double 
terminal. If the connections are reversed as in fig. 3, dy will 


R = 10,000 


Fra. 3 


vary. When n = 1,d, will be a maximum, and as the 
position of the slider or switch is varied it will diminish 
until at the middle position, where n = 2, it will be zero. 
If du is small and n has a high value, due to the condenser 
or cable having a large capacity, the total deflection on the 
leads may be a negative one; that is to say, when testing 
the leads, by varying the position of the sliding contact, 
deflections may be obtained on opposite sides of zero. A 
good plan to avoid this difficulty is to put the galvanometer 
reverser between the keys and the shunt, instead of between 
the shunt and the galvanometer, as is often done. 

The connections should then be arranged so that when 
testing by simple charge, the current passes through the 
reverser to the double terminal of the shunt box. The leads 
may be adjusted on the galvanometer terminals, in the first 
instance, во as to produce the deflection in the most suitable 
direction. If it is desired to test by discharges or to alter 
the sign of the current in an insulation test, the reverser will 
keep the current in the same direction in the shunt, as is the 
case with the galvanometer. 

The correction for the testing lead always introduces an 
element of uncertainty and limits the degree of accuracy of 
cable tests. This is small in the case of insulation tests, 
where the insulation of the cable is very low compared with 
the lead, but may be considerable where it is very high. In 
measuring electrification by calculating the percentage 
difference between the first and second minutes’ readings, if 
the difference is small, the lead introduces a considerable 
element of uncertainty. Loss of charge tests are also affected 
by the same cause, Again, in looking over records of testa, 
one has often to check the calculations to see if the leads 
have been allowed for. Owing to these difficulties, the writer 
tried various metbods of eliminating the corrections for the 
leads altogether, and finally adopted an extension of Price's 
guard-wire system.* This system was first introduced to 


* See ELECTRICAL Review, Decemberi6th, 1895. 
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eliminate surface leakage on ends of cables when the latter 
were under test. The writer has shown how the same 
principle may be applied with damp and leaky instruments.“ 

In the present instance the guard is applied continuously 
along the whole length of the testing lead.t This is accom- 
plished by using a lead with a surrounding or concentric 
conductor which is also insulated. The inner conductor is 
joined in circuit with the galvanometer, while the outer 
conductor is connected direct to the battery. As the inner 
and outer conductors are at practically the same potential, 
there will be no leakage between them, either radially or over 
the ends, and consequently there will be no deflection on the 
galvanometer. 

(To be continued.) 


NOTES ON THE CABLE INDUSTRY IN 
GERMANY. 


By MERVYN O'GORMAN. 


Protection by Patents.—It is to be remarked that the German 
patent system, in spite of its more elaborate methods, its 
examiners and its search for priority, &c., is not apparently 
any better able than our own to make possible the publica- 
tion of inventions based upon the mixing of compounds for 
insulation or other purposes. It is admitted that the dis- 
covery of chemicals or mechanical mixtures having peculiar 
electrical qualities is of great use, and that publication would 
lead to more rapid progress than secret recipes and com- 
pounds, but it is disappointing to find that most cable 
factories have to resort to secret processes, to which are given 
various and peculiar names, such as Stabilit, “ Kabelit,” 
&с. As far as could be observed on any working cables 
(apart from experimental samples), the thickness of dielectrics 
for a given maximum voltage was not noticeably less than 
the recognised thickness in this country, and as this is the 
chief direction in which economy is to be looked for, there is 
no sign of our being behind. Farther, the universal pre- 
valence of the lead covering shows that no waterproof sub- 
stance has yet been found. 

One sample of lead-covered Stabilit cable subjected to a 
very high pressure was shown, and this certainly had a 
remarkably small capacity, and yet a small thickness of 
insulation for the voltage used. I only know of one smaller 
result having been obtained in this country, but in the 
absence of data as to the cost of preparing the material in 
question (material which may have been more expensive in 
quality than that commonly sold), we need not at present fear 
for our superiority in cable making. Nevertheless, in the 
near future the new German cable factories, such as Siemens 
and Halske and the Allgemeine Elektricitáts, are likely to be 
keen competitors with any cable maker here, for several 
reasons :— 

1. The cheap rate of highly skilled technical labour. 

2. The fact that it frequently pays to import Westphalian 
copper to London for cable making. 

3. The fact that only technical and physical impediments 
have to be met in Germany to the reduction of insulation 
thickness, and that there is apparently no legal compulsion to 
use a supplemental conducting armour inside or outside the lead 
sheath of “extra high tension” cables. Furthermore, there 
do not appear to be any restrictions as to the allowable size 
of a cable shop, a matter in which at least the London 
Building Acts hamper some of our manufacturers. 

4. The remarkably good grip of certain technical diffi- 
culties :— 

(a) Whereas the weakness of high tension insulations 
has, up to the present, been chiefly due to unavoidable dirt 
in manufacture, precautions of extraordinary elaborateness 
have been made to obtain cleanliness, Every machine head 
which is served by a compounding tank has an individual cowl 
and chimney. Special precautions are taken to remove 
volatilised hydro-carbons from the impregnating tanks, and 


* See ELEcTRICAL Review, September 3rd, 1897. 

t This method was also independently described by Mesars. Ayrton 
and Mather before the Physical Society, January 26th, 1900. See 
ELECTRICAL REvIEW, August 24th, 1900 


fumes from the lead pots, which besides are frequently 
heated by petroleum fuel to avoid the presence of ash and 
dust. | 

(b) Great floor space is allowed, and excellent illumina- 
tion and ventilation. All these tend in the same 
direction.* | 

(c) Electric driving again is a great help in keeping down 
dirt and dust, and the number of belts is less than in most 
English factories, even when motor driven. 

- (d) Jute and yarn, cotton, &c., are as far as possible used 
from the spool on which they are delivered, instead of being 
rewound on to special bobbins for the machines. (This, 
however, is currently done in England.) 

Vacuum Drying.—The essentially technical improvement 
in which the German cable industry is slightly ahead of ours, 
is the adoption of vacuum drying, and vacuum impregnating 
tanks, 

By means of large cast-iron chambers, which are steam 
heated, it is possible to remove all the free moisture from 
cellulose and similar material without ever raising the tem- 
perature higher than 105° C., and therefore without pro- 
ducing any of the partial decomposition of the cellulose 
which invariably attends heating at the usual 240? F. for 
lengthy periods in English cable factories. Decomposition 
of the cellulose by heat apparently depends on time, and the 
time for perfectly drying high tension cables by the vacuum 
process is reduced from about 70 hours to about 10 hours. 
This fact further enables a small vacuum drying chamber 
to deal with many times the amount of material that can 
be handled by a heated and ventilated chamber of the same 
dimensions. The hygroscopic state of the air in the drying 
chamber is indicated at any moment by a continuously 
reading indicator, and the superior strength of the fibre 
which has not undergone the preliminary roasting may be 
expected to give valuable results. 

As practised in certain German works, vacuum drying is 
by no means mechanically perfect, and unnecessary labour 
and some loss of time appear to result from coiling the 
cable on flat shallow trays, without any very apparent advan- 
tage over the skeleton iron drum more usual here. This 
practice originally arose from the drying machines being 
primarily designed for sugar and confectionery purposes. 
When we adopt the vacuum principle these minor errors 
may be avoided. | 
= Wire Drawing.—A technical step, which is allied to 
financial policy, and which probably would have shown 
better results had the Institution visit not been made at з 
time of great industrial depression, is the means adopted for 
reducing the very large stocks of copper wire which cable 
makers have to carry owing to the large number of different 
sizes and styles of cable required. Stocks of £30,000 and 
£50,000 worth of material have appeared as assets in 
English cable works on such occasions as they have 
published statements regarding their financial position (e. g., 
when issuing а prospectus). 

By installing wire-drawing mills and purchasing only one 
or two stock sizes of copper wire, the variety of demand 
may be met without the delay of waiting for the wire 
drawers' delivery, and yet without carrying a multiplicity 
of different sizes in large quantity. Furthermore, there is 
an incidental economy on the operations of winding and 
measuring. 

Bobbins and Reels for Factory Use.—lt was clear that 
the rapid variation in the class of cables sold or other causes 
had not allowed of thestandardisation of thesizes of the bobbins 
and recls. This was the more surprising as the cable works 
visited were comparatively new. On the other hand, money 
seemed to be no object, and this may have led to a somewhat 
wasteful neglect of the fact that bobbins and reels represent 
а very considerable lock-up of capital. This defect is equally 
noticeable at home, but is as a general rule due to very 
different causes, such as the old established nature of the 
business, and the amount of pioneer work effected here. 

The Standardisation of cable sizes adopted in this country 
by the Cable Makers’ Association, which will eventually be an 
economy not only to themselves, but to the makers of switch- 
board castings, pipes, conduits, &c., has been followed by à 


* Though the output of the A.E.G. cable works at Oberspree is for 
five lead presses, the floor space is 10,400 metres. 
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similar adoption of standards in Germany. The point of 
interest, here is, however, that the body which correspondstothe 
I. E. E. (the Verband Deutsche) is a party to the standardisa- 
tion. The Joint Committee passed the resolution while the 
I. E. E. were at Dresden. 

In general, the German cable industry is not ahead of 
ours, but the seeds of important advance have been sown. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be as brief and concise as possible, Free use of fictitious names, фс., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express. | 


" Sr. STEPHEN” writes:—' We shall esteem it a favour if you can 
give us some information as to the powers possessed by a Corpora- 
tion, that is :—Have they the power to forbid the erection of over- 
head wires over a street or streets for the purpose of lighting а 
branch establishment, by a firm having a private plant, or wishing 
to supply other firms from such private plant? We have an idea 
that it was stated in an electrical paper, the name of which we 
cannot recall, that such a body had not the power, but are not quite 
sure on the point. | 

“The case in point is that a large firm in who have 
several establishments on two sides of a street are anxious to connect 
same by means of overhead wires, and we are anxious to know if 
such wires can be fixed without the permission of the Corporation. 

“If you will kindly give us this information we shall be 


o : 
„ „ We assume that the district in which our correspondent’s 
works are situated, is outside the Metropolis. If this be so, then so 
far as we are aware, if the cables in question are placed at a 
sufficient height above the street, the local authority will have no 
power to interfere. This point has been decided in relation to 
telephone wires. In the case of Wandsworth District Board of 
Works v. The United Telephone Company, Limited, 13 Q.B.D. 004, 
the telephone company had placed wires fixed to the chimneys of 
certain houses, and, therefore, above the level of the roof of the 
houses. If the wires had been a nuisance to the highway, e. g., if 
they had been dangerous to the use of the street, the Court held 
that the Board of Works might have obtained an injunction. The 
Court, however, held that in this particular case the wires in 
question were so high above the surface of the road that they did 
not interfere with the use of the street as a street. They, therefore, 
refused to allow the Board of Works to interfere with the wires. 
The same principle was adopted in the recent case of the 
Finchley Electric Lighting Company, Limited, v. the Finchley 
Urban District Council, which came before the Lord Chief Justice 
in the Long Vacation last year. There the plaintiff company sup- 
plied electricity to private consumers without provisional order or 
special Act. They placed certain of their mains across the highway 
in the manner which our correspondent proposes to adopt. The 
local authority sought to remove the cables over the highway on 
the ground of nuisance, but the Court granted an injunction to 
restrain them from so doing. Curiously enough, if our correspon- 


dent were acting under provisional order or special Act the consent 


of the local authority would have to be obtained. 


A NEW SYSTEM OF POOR-GAS PRODUCER. 


Tum Taylor poor-gas producer is, we believe, quite a new step in 
the application of poor gas to power production. In previously 
existing gas producers the gas is made by blowing air, with or with- 
out water vapour, through incandescent carbon, and the product is 
mainly carbonic oxide, with more or less hydrogen, and a large 
admixture of atmospheric nitrogen, whence the appellation poor- 
gas, or the gaz-pauvre of the French, who appear to have given 
this name to what we call producer gas. 

The gas, as made, is stored in a receptacle of more or less capa- 
city, and passed thence to the engine. Obviously some moving 
power is necessary to force the air through the fuel. A fan is a 
usual instrument forthis purpose. In the Taylor system, which can 
be seen in operation at the works of Messrs. W. C. Horne & Sons, 
Torrens Street, City Road, E.C., there is no gas holder, and there is 
no special means of propulsion of the air. There is simply an ordi- 
nary Otto-cycle gas engine, a water scrubber or cooler, and a 
cylindrical gas producer. From the producer are two upper outlets 
for gas. One of these leads to the engine, the other through a plug 
tap leads to the chimney. The fire is lighted in the producer, and 
the chimney serves to draw the products away until a sufficient 
incandescence has been established. This effected, the chimney is 
shut off by the plug cock, the engine is started and draws in gas 
from the producer, and continues to run and to draw its own gas. 


Thus the engine is made the means of drawing air into the pro- 
ducer, and the gas is used as made, without the expense of a holder. 
The whole gas-producing plant of a 15-в.н.р. gas engine is less than 
one-third the bulk of the cooling tanks necessary with all engines. 
To assist in first lighting the producer, a small hand blower may 
be used. The producer is of tall hopper type, and is fed with 


CoMPLETE PRODUCER PLANT. 


anthracite put in at the top through an air-lock. The consumption 
of anthracite per brake horse-power-hour is from 17 ounces for 
powers of 60 н.р to 25 ounces for small powers of 4 н.р. The 

as produced through a vessel of water and gives off heat to 
the latter; the resulting vapour passes into the producer, and is 
split up into its constituent gases, the oxygen going to form car- 
bonic oxide with the füel, and the hydrogen being set free to en- 
rich the final product. The producer is, of course, lined with fire- 
brick. Anthracite is so nearly pure carbon that very little ash 
remains to be removed. Coke, of course, may be used, but would 
require a larger producer for equal powers, The whole apparatus 


А, charging air-lock ; s, valve; ғ, firebrick lining; v, vaporiser, 
SECTION OF PRODUCER. 


can be placed in а уегу small place. It is worked by the engine 
iteelf and is therefore below atmospheric pressure inte y, and is 
thus free from leakage or the risk of it. This is a matter of great 
importance, and conduces both to safety from fire and from the 
dangers of gas poisoning. The whole apparatus and process are 
exceedingly simple, and, we consider, will come into very large use 
in the case of small and moderate powers, such as abound in all 
cities. For printing offices and small factories generally, the system 
is excellent, and it should prove invaluable for country houses in 
electric light generation, in village communities for light and 
water supply, and generally for all power purposes in large public 
institutions. Already several hundred producers have been set to 
work in France to supply gas to engines of both English and 
French make. Indeed, one of the merits claimed for the system is 
that any ordinary gas engine can be used. There is no necessity for 
any special engine or any variant from the ordinary form. An 
engine already at work сап be run up to the last while installing 
the new gas producer, and then in an hour or two coupled up to the 
new plant and run on producer gas. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Testing of Electro-Motors. 


I must protest against some of the advice given in the 
article in the current number of your paper on the Testing 
of Electro-Motors," by Mr. P. T. White. 

One of the rules which we are always trying to impress 
upon our students is: Never, on any account, to energise, and 
then suddenly break the shunt circuit of a motor without very 
special precautions.” 

Yet Mr. White, in his article, in order to test the field 
connections, advises the disconnection of the armature from 
the circuit, and the connection of the field to the mains 
through the starting switch, and then the releasing of the 
switch lever, so that, as he himself says, “ A flash will result, 
due to the breaking of the shunt circuit.” 

I have known of serious damage done to more than one 
electro-motor by the use of this method. 

Does Mr. White forget that not only will there be a large 
electromotive force of self-induction induced in the windings 
of the field itself, but also, in the case of motors with lami- 
nated fields, though the armature is disconnected from the 
circuit, and even though the brushes may be raised, the 
‘armature still lies in the magnetic field with a closed winding ? 
‘Thus there is risk to the armature also by such a method of 
testing the field. | 
On page 9, Mr. White advises first the breaking of the 
shunt by the starting switch, and then says “the starter is 
not by any means intended to be a shunt breaker." 
^ May I also suggest that there are occasions when a rapid 
approximate test for the efficiency of a shunt motor is re- 
quired in places where it is not possible to load the motor 
artificially? It is for cases such as these that the method 
of which he complains is obviously intended, and very good 
results are obtained by it. I do not wish to defend the 
writing of the article in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of 
November 8th, for the confusion of terms in it was hope- 
less, but only to defend the method therein suggested for a 
quick approximate calculation. 

Let me also remind Mr. White that the statement made 
in hint No. 7, p. 9, is absolutely false ; since with all shunt 
motors the efficiency increases with load up to a certain 
maximum, which will be usually found at or near full load. 

It is mis-statements and wrong methods, such as those 
pointed out above, which make it difficult for the technical 
lecturer to get students to follow carefully the suggestions 
and rules he gives in lectures. © For," say the students, 
“an article I read lately said this care was not necessary.” 

Wm. Cramp, 


Lecturer in Electrical Design. 


Central Technical College, S.W., 
January 9th, 1902. 


The Tramway Junction at Sheffield. 


It is always with diffidence that I enter the srena of 
newspaper correspondence, but having read a letter signed 
* Electric" in your issue, January 3rd, permit me to make 
a few comments on same as a practical tramway engineer 
with over 11 years’ experience in the construction and 
maintenance of electric tramways (but I hope “ Electric ” 
will not include me as one of his We engineers). 

We are all supposed to have heard of Post Office corner, 
Sheffield; well, I have seen it, 50% as at present constructed, 
and as it was prior to the alterations; is it to be understood 
that the design is that of the manufacturers, or of the Sheffield 
engineer? All who have seen the present work will admit 
that the design and general construction is superior to the 
first junction, but that does not lead us to believe that the 
one set of material is superior to the other. I hold that this 
has bcen more a question of engineering than material; any- 
one who saw the first junction as then constructed, would 
look for bad results, at least those would who had had real 
.erperienre with electric tramways; neither good nor bad 
castings will assist cars to keep metals if the construction 
of the line is defective, I mean by elevation or gauge, 
and the elevation of the Sheffield Post Office corner was 
faulty, and this is admitted. 


the forgings. 


Allow meto inform “ Electric ” there is nothing unique in 
the construction of that piece of work, dnd I have, along 
with many engineers, put in position and had working satis- 
factorily for years many pieces of tramway trackwork far 
superior to the junction in question, so that this may be 
information for ** Electric," seeing that he has not seen any 
of them. 

Sheffield was quite justified in having placed an order with 
а new maker of tramway material so that the results may be 
tested, but there is nothing “ bold” in their action, and 
their “wisdom” will be justified by the results or otherwise. 

With regard to our American brethren, many besides 
* Electric" have had the pleasure of meeting them, and 
have been pleased to discuss matters with them ; but does 
* Electric" infer that they only possess the technical 
abilities to discuss tramway engineering ? Surely your cor- 
respondent was not aware of the utter ignorance he was 
Showing of his knowledge of tramways, their engineers, and 
their abilities. One would be very blind if one could not see 
that abrief was being held for onefirmof manufacturers, which 
I do not hold, as I have now in use both English and American 
material; but this I do maintain, that be the maker who he 
may, if the tracks are faultily constructed, bad results must 


follow, but, ** Electric" may rest assured that our English 


engineers are as much alive to that fact as any American, 
and our manufacturers the same. 

In conclusion, I would suggest that * Electric" should 
get some practical experience as a tramway engineer, when 
he will be better able to judge, and not condemn all ideas but 
his own ag absurd. | 
Permanent Way Engineer. 


Drop-forgings. 


We noticed in your issue of December 20th a question as 
to the process of drop-forging, and have pleasure in giving 
you a short description for the benefit of your readers. The 
art of forging with drop hammers, which must be considered 
as “machine blacksmithing,” was originally introduced by 


Colonel Colt, who adopted these machines for making parts 


of firearms. They have since been greatly improved, and 
the products of the drop-forging industry are now used in а 
great variety of mechanical arts. 

Drop-forgings are made in dies, which are in two parts. 
One part is fastened in the hammer itself, which moves 
vertically between two uprights or guides, and is raised by 
means of friction rolls running in opposite directions, with a 
maple board running between them and keyed into the 
hammer from the top. The hammer is controlled by the 
operator with his foot, leaving his hands at liberty to handle 
The other die is keyed into the anvil or base 
of the hammer. The ram, or hammer, rises until released, 
when it falls instantly, striking with the upper die the heated 
bar of metal placed on the bottom die, and forcing it into 
impressions in both dies. By a series of such blows the 
complete article is formed. 

In the electrical industry a large number of copper com- 
mutator bars of any shape are forged in this way, and we 
shall be glad to give your readers full information of our 
plant doing this class of work. 


Thomas Bolton & Sons. 


The Electrical Volunteers at the Front. 


In your issue of November 1st last, I see a notice asking 
for recruits for the Active Service Detachment of the 
E. E. R. E., and setting forth various particulars as to pay, &c. 
Perhaps a few observations on these items by one now 
serving may be of interest to those who have enlisted. First, 
a sapper will not save much money during his service; a 
man with a superior rating will get, roughly, £1 per month, 
but his engineer pay is likely to be considerably reduced for 
a month or two for the very slightest **offence" (this word 
can be made to cover а good deal in military life), so that if 
he draws nothing he will not have a great deal to his credit. 
Second, men should draw their pay up to date whenever 
possible, or they may find themselves penniless ; the money 
can always be sent home if desired. Third, never get your 
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“© тар?” out with an Officer or N. C. O.;; for “using dis- 
respectful language" may be treated as a serious crime, to 
say nothing of "threatening" language. Last, but most 
important, great care should be taken of uniform, &c. Here 
are а few extracts, bearing on this point, from a memo. 
recently issued to detachments out here by the О.С. 
E.E.R. E. :— 
It should be kept in mind that soldiers are not supplied 
with underclothing after the first issue except upon payment. 
. One pair of boots yearly are allowed free of 
cos. . . . . Oneuniform suit each 12 months is all 
that a soldier gets according to regulations." Of course, we 
know that all troops out here can get an issue every віх 
months if the clothing is worn out, and certified as such by 


the C.O., but a good many of the E. Es. have had to buy 


uniform, and some have had garments given to them by men 
of other corps to make good worn-out things. Still, the 
matter of clothing may not seriously trouble the new detach- 
ment, as I hear they will be attached to the Telegraph 
Batt., R. E., where they will find things done (more or less) 
according to regulations in force in South Africa. 

I hope the new detachment will have as good a time as 
those serving out here, and can promise them a hearty 
welcome from the various detachments of E.Es. they will 
meet in the country. 

E. E. R. E. 

South Africa, December 12th, 1901. 


Review of Munro & Jamieson’s Pocket Book. 


I had much pleasure in reading your able and critical 
review of January 3rd, 1902, of the 15th edition. It is 
very difficult to get sound and impartial advice on the many 
subjects treated of in the pocket book, as well as useful hints 
regarding the best method of keeping it up to the times. 

My partner and I all the more appreciate the unusual 
trouble which you have gone to in this instance. 


If you will permit me, I shall send you a few questions | 


regarding your suggestions, and the other points where 
excision or revision is desirable, in the hope of still further 
benefiting those who consult this vade merum. | 

You call the “ жее bookie” a table book! Well, it has 
moet assuredly grown considerably stouter since its first 
appearance in 1885; but then, the science and practice of 
electrical engineering in all its branches has advanced so 
rapidly that we hardly know what to retain or expunge, and 
put in as the freshest and most reliable data, unless you and 
others, who are in daily touch with its different sections, 
will be good enough to periodically prescribe the latest, and 
best remedies for its threatening obesity, as well as stimulate 
its compilers. 

Andrew Jamieson, 
Consulting Enyincer and Electrician. 


16, Resslyn Terrace, Kelvinside, Glasgow. 
January 1st, 1902. 


High Speed Electric Pumps. 


We notice in your last issue an article under the above 
heading, which purports, we take it, to describe the various 
types and the methods of operating and controlling motor- 
driven feed pumps. : 

This being a subject into which we have gone very 
thorouzhly, and in connection with which we have made 
many practical experimenta, in order to determine the most 
efficient type, we were somewhat surnrised to find that no 
mention was made of the method of controlling the output 
obtained by varying the stroke of the pump. 

That this pump has very considerably the advantage over 
the ordinary resistance-controlled type, more especially at the 
light loads, is well shown by the curves we enclose, from 
which it will be seen that at quarter output the relative 
efficiencies are very different, the variable stroke type being 
three times higher than the other. 

The curve of the variable stroke pump given is taken 
from a pump which has been in work nine months, when, of 
course, the valve seats are not in the best condition for high 
efficiency readings. 

We may say that we are now making a standard line of 


these pumps to meet the various conditions required in 


central station usage, hydraulic supply and general duties 
involving variable output. | 
Mather & Platt, Limited. 

January 14th, 1902. 


We notice in an article in your issue of the 10th inst., a 
reference in the last paragraph to pumps driven direct by 
electric motors. The author is probably not aware that we 
make a speciality of pumps of tbis type. We enclose you a 
pamphlet of the patent Hatfield” pump, in which you 
will find particulars of the boiler feeder on p. 4, and we shall 
be obliged if you will insert this letter in your next issue. 
The apparatus consists of an electric motor driving two 
pumps, each capable of delivering 60,000 lbs. of water per 
hour against a pressure of 130 lbs. per sq. in., the speed of 
the pumps being 400 revolutions per minute. 

Merryweather & Sons, Limited. 

London, January 14th, 1902. 


[The Hatfield pump referred to consists of two three- 
throw ram pumps coupled to a motor with claw clutches, the 
whole being mounted on a cast-iron base. The eet illus- 
trated was supplied to the Bristol Electricity Works.— 
Eps. Erec. Rev.] 


е 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY v. SUBMARINE 
CABLES. 


I. 


Ox December 16th the Minister of the Italian Navy, M. 
Morin, received from Mr. Marconi, from St. John’s, New- 
foundland, bearing the date of the 16th, the following tele- 
gram :—“ I have succeeded in receiving at Newfoundland 
the signals transmitted dircctly from England by means of 
wireless telegraphy.” М. Morin replied :—“ I thank you 
for your courteous communication, and admire this mar- 
vellous result.“ 

Of course, if the result has really been obtained, it is 
indeed marvellous. But we are somewhat doubtful. The 
fact that signals and not messages are mentioned as having 
been received leads us to suppose that the signals 
may have been of atmospheric origin, caused by flashes 
of lightning more or less distant, or even by sudden 
variations in the atmospheric electricity, and con- 
sequently in the electrostatic charges of the receiving 
antenna. 

If, on the other hand, the result really has been obtained, 
which, as it is a question of communication over the water, 
is not impossible, there are interested people who will be only 
too ready to say that the submarine cable companies will 
have to look to their laurels, since, if together with the pro- 
blem of distance, that of complete secrecy with regard to 
the messages can be solved, which, in our opinion, can only 
be done by syntonisation, wireless telegraphy has gained 
a position from which it might be able to compete 
with submarine cables. If, in short, the three great desiderata 
enumerated by Sir W. Н. Preece in 1899, at the time 
of Marconi's experiments across the Channel, have 
been attained, viz., communication to any distance with 
the Guarini repeaters, secrecy with regard to the messages 
by means of syntonisation, or by the Guarini sheaths 
or plane surfaces, and rapid communication by means 
of multi-communication, what more remains to be desired ? 

According to the press New York correspondent, the 
feature of Mr. Marconi’s speech at the banquet given to 
him the other night was his assertion that his instruments 
are во attuned that messages from and to them are not 
capable of being intercepted. | 

Mr. Marconi himself seems thoroughly imbued with the 
belief that commercial wireless telegraphy across the 
Atlantic is more or less assured, judging from the following 
telegram through Reuter's agency from New York, dated 
13th inst. :— 

Signor Marconi is quoted by an afternoon paper as saying that the 
transmission by wireless telegraphy of commercial news across the 


Atlantic was merely a question of time, and that he believed it 
would be done in less than a year. The paper states that Signor 


ame 
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Marconi will now devote his efforts solely to the building and 
properly equipping of receiving stations. The first English station 
to be thoroughly equipped would be Poldhu, in Cornwall, and two 
stations, at Nova Scotia and Cape Cod, would be the first equipped 
on the American side. It is added that while Signor Marconi will 
devote considerable time to perfecting arrangements for the trans- 
mission of messages between England and the United States, he 
will not confine himself io arranging the sending of the messages 
between those two countries He has many other plans, and 
expects to be extremely busy in England. He is expected to sail 
on Wednesday, but his departure may be postponed until Saturday. 


Another telegram of the same date, from a New York 
correspondent of the Times, tells us that Mr. Marconi said in 
a conversation that it was not because he received an “S” 
signal from Cornwall that he was so sure of the success of 


his experiment, but because the letter was repeated a number 


of times and at different speeds, from two or three a minute 
up to 32 a minute, which had been arranged. 
We would like to ask in this connection, whether the 


signals were not received on a very sensitive telephone 


receiver, and not on a telegraph instrument ? 

In our * Stocks and Shares" article last week, we stated 
that the telegraph trouble, begun by the Marconi scare, was 
being accentuated by the foolish haste with which investors 
were tumbling over one another in their eagerness to sacrifice 
their holdings at any price. 

Now, is there any real justification for the extraordinary 
fear which seems to have taken possession of the shareholders 
of cable stock ? "To elicit whether there is any reason for 
this terror-stricken attitude, we have been at some pains to 
ascertain the opinions of those most competent to decide 
whether or not submarine telegraphy is likely to suffer com- 
mercially through the advent of the Marconi system, at all 
events for some time to come. 

Tt must not be overlooked that one very grave reason for 
the “slump” in telegraph investments was caused by the 
injudicious and quite unnecessary action on the part of the 
Anglo-American Telegraph Company in threatening legal 
proceedings against Marconi in Newfoundland. This gave 
a fillip to the belief that wireless telegraphy was seriously 
threatening communication by cable, and invested the matter 
with an importance by no means warranted. Probably the 
Anglo-American Company is now regretting having made so 
inconsiderate a move, but we will let this pass. 

But if the action of the Anglo Company was unwise, what 
can be said of that of Mr. Ward, vice-president of the 

commercial Cable Company? 

In a telegram sent on Sunday last, the New York 
correspondent of the Daily Telegraph states that wireless 
telegraphy and its effect on the future of ocean cables were 
discussed before the Committee on Commerce of the House of 
Representatives, at Washington, on the previous day, in the 
course of the session on the proposed Pacific cable. In reply 
to questions by the chairman, Mr. Hepburn, Mr. Ward, vice- 
president of the Pacific Commercial Cable Company, said 
wireless telegraphy presented a serious question for the cable 
companies to consider. He was by no means certain that the 
Pacific project would have been started had long-distance 
experiments without wires occurred earlier. If it was really 
true that Mr. Marconi had signalled across the Atlantic 
Ocean, Mr. Ward said, it would have a marked tendency to 
deter persons from investing money to construct more cables. 
He admitted that the effect of the experiments had already 
been to depress cable interests. 

How infectious is the wireleas telegraph contagion may be 
judged from the following telegram to the Times dated 8th 
inst. from the Copenhagen correspondent of that paper :— 

„The reports of the results of Mr. Marconi's experiments 
in wireless telegraphy across the Atlantic have been received 
with the greatest interest here, particularly in view of the 
fact that the project of laying a cable to Iceland has been 
discussed for along time. Some well-known Icelanders have 
now applied to Mr. Marconi requesting him to make a calcu- 
lation as to the possibility and the cost of instituting wire- 
less telegraphy between Iceland and Shetland viá the Faroe 
Islands. Such a means of communication would be of great 
value for correspondence between Denmark's Arctic posses- 
sions, including Greenland, and for British and French ships 
fishing off the coast of Iceland. It would also be of advan- 
tage for meteorological purposes." 

Lord Kelvin, whose name is not unfamiliar in submarine 
cable circles, tells us that, notwithstanding the splendid results 


already realised by Marconi, he believes the property of the 
submarine cable companies will not be in the slightest degree 
injured by the greatest success possible in wireless telegraphy. 

Mr. George Draper, the secretary of the Eastern Telegraph 
Company, is instructed to inform us that, so far, the company 
has seen nothing in the wireless telegraph experiments that 
would lead to the conclusion that it can supersede or take 
the ptace of submarine telegraph signalling, and the com- 
pany believes this to be the opinion held by those experts 


qualified to judge. The chairman of the company will refer 


to the position at the ordinary general meeting at the end of 
this month. 

Mr. A. L. Dearlove, of Messrs. Clark, Forde and 
Taylor, in answer to a question as to whether the Marconi 
wireless telegraphy with its possible developments is likely to 
affect submarine cable working prejudicially from an £ s. d. 
point of view, is of opinion that it will not do so. 

The normal increase of traffic both to the West and East, 
says Mr. Dearlove, would in a short time provide sufficient 
work for several Marconi stations, and he thinks there is as 
little reason for the decline in telegraph stocks as there was 
for the fall which occurred a few years ago in gas stocks on 
the advent of the electric light, and when the boom in the 
shares of the latter novelty was in full swing. 

In other words, there is room for both systems. 

The telegraphing public demands a rapid service, an 
accurate service, and a secret service; so far as Mr. Dearlove’s 
knowledge of Marconi's achievements goes there is much 
yet to be done before wireless telegraphy can even pretend 
to be as efficient as the present system. Certainly, it should 
not now be looked upon as a serious competitor. 

Within the last two years cables with a carrying capacity 
of 600 letters per minute have been laid across the Atlantic, 
without notable effect on the shares of the competing 
lines, but because Mr. Marconi has gathered in Newfound- 
land a few “dots” coming from across the water, the cable 
shareholders are rushing in to throw away their property ! 

Accept, says our correspondent, the arrival of the “ dots," 
by all means, but let it be remembered that the working 
speed attainable by wireless telegraphy between stations even 
a short distance apart is exceedingly low compared with that 
on cables and landlines. Also that, until a more perfect 
syntony is obtained, or a method of directing and con- 
fining at willthe paths of the Hertzian waves is dis- 
covered, the difficulty of multiplying the number of 
* wireless" stations in a given area would appear to be 
insuperable. 

As а friend aptly puts it : ** Had wireless telegraphy been 
first in the field, and the /ire method of cable and landline 
but just invented, what a splendid innovation and improve- 
ment would the latter system be considered! 

Marconi’s working speed to America has not yet been 
given. It may be assumed that 50 letters per mirute is а 
maximum rate, or about one-tenth as rapid as the last direct 
Atlantic cable laid. | 

Mr. Charles Bright, F.R.S.E., the son of the late Sir 
Charles Bright, of submarine cable fame, does not think it 
at all likely that the submarine cable business will suffer 
from the possible com; etition of wireless telegraphy, as we 
now have it, for many years to come. 

The Marconi apparatus, he thinks, is too delicate in its 
adjustments to be absolutely reliable for practical work on a 
commercial scale; and the speed at which this apparatus can 
be worked is absurdly low as compared with the speed attain- 
able by machine transmission—the latter being only limited, 
in practice, by the type of core provided. 

On the question of syntony, Mr. Bright doubts whether 
this invention is sufficiently reliable, at present, for strategic 
purposes on an extensive scale, and certainly it is not a prac- 
tical means of telegraphy for dealing with many thousands 
of commercial messages. On the other hand, any of the 
various methods—and it is well to remember the work of 
Prof. Oliver Lodge and others—should have an immediate 
field for lightship and rock lighthouse telegraphy, where, for 
reasons already known, it is found impossible to maintain 
communication with the mainland by means of a cable. 

In concluding this article wé would point out that the 
only position we sce for wireless telegraphy is as a feeder for 
ocean and land telegraphy, not as an opponent. The 
replacing of the guiding lines for the ether waves afforded 
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by the submarine cables, by a single guiding surface, 
the ocean, would, we faucy, be a backward step in 
very deed. Moreover, the fact that there is а re- 
tardation in cable circuits is a great safeguard against 
their disturbance from extraneous sources, so that precau- 
tions against such are necessary only at their termini. The 
disturbance to the wireless circuit open to all the mundane, 
and probably extra-mundane interference as well, would 
militate against any reliability in its use, and the ease with 
which messages so sent could be interfered with and 
obliterated by other accidental or wilfully sent waves would 
preclude its adoption. 

The adoption of harmonic telegraphy for the separation of 
different circuits is all very well on paper, it has been 
proposed times without number for metallic guided circuits, 
but never with any commercial success; and the alteration 
of the capacity of the receiving circuit would vary so much 
with atmospheric conditions that syntony would be very 
difficult to maintain on wireless circuits. 

Truth to tell, we do not believe anybody outside the cable 
world has the slightest conception of what any new system 
of telegraphy has to go through before it becomes a possible 
or dangerous competitor to those already in existence. 

The records of at least one cable company show tbat a 
single wire has carried with absolute secrecy and accuracy, 
over 600 messages consisting of difficult code words, in one 
hour, over a length of 4,000 miles. 

How does this compare with Mr. Marconi's 32 letters (S) 
per minute, if we take the average word as consisting of five 
letters ' 

But there is another Richmond in the field :— 

“The New York Sun says that Tesla, the electrician, has 
almost perfected his trans-ocean system of wireless telegraphy, 
and that there will be an exciting race as to who will be 
first. 


LEGAL. 


Tum CASTNER-KELLNER LITIGATION. 


Ix the Court of Appeal on Tuesday, before Lords Justices Vaughan- 
Williams, Stirling and Cozens-Hardy, the case of the Commercial 
Development Company, Limited, v. Atkins & Applegarth, of 
Birmingham, came on for hearing on appeal of the defendants from 
an order of Mr. Justice Buckley restraining them from doing any- 
thing with reference to stopping or taking out of the list an appeal 
in the action of Atkins & Applegarth v. the Castner-Kellner Alkali 
Company, Limited, of Liverpool. 

Mr. BovsrrELD, K.C., who appeared for the appellants, said the 
point to be decided was whether the Commercial Development 
Company were entitled to compel Atkins & Applegarth to pursue 
this appeal. Mr. Justice Buckley had decided that they were, and 
bad granted an injunction restraining them from taking any steps 
to withdraw the appeal. Atkins & Applegarth had a patent dated 
Dec. 9tb, 1890, in respect of which they on Dec. 5tb, 1897, issued 
a writ against the Castner-Kellner Company for infringement. 
About tbat time an action was brought by the Castner-Kellner Com- 
pany against the Commercial Development Company with respect 
to a patent owned by the Castner-Kellner Company, and between 
Atkins & Applegarth and the Commercial Development Company an 
agreement was entered into by which his clients undertook, in con- 
sideration of the payment of £1,000, to prosecute their own action 
against the Castner-Kellner Company to trial or settlement. The 
Commercial Company further undertook, in certain events, to pay 
another sum of £500, and, within two years, to form à company, to 
wbich should be transferred the patent of the Commercial Company 
and the patent of Atkins & Applegarth. The latter were to receive 
аз consideration a sum of £18,000 in cash and shares. That agree- 
ment was followed by another one with the object of giving the 
Commercial Development Company the conduct of the action, and, 
with tbat view, to instruct the latter company's solicitors, and in 
consideration of that, the Commercial Company undertook to be 
responsible for tt e costs of the action. Then forover tbree years from 
the date that matter got no further. The Commercial Company 
were engaged with their own litigation with the Castner-Kellner 
Company, and #1 еу having got the conduct of the action by Atkins 
and Applegarth, allowed that action to go to sleep for two or three 
years. | 

Mr. Азтвсву, K.C., for the respondents, said there was an agree- 
ment that that action should be held over pending the decision of the 
other action, and his friend bad no right to ғау that his clients had 
allowed the matter to go to sleep. 

Mr. Восѕғтегр said it was he who had the right to complain of his 
friend, but аз a matter of actaal fact, the Commercial Company 
having got the conduct of the action, the ma'ter did not come up 
for trial until May 16th, 1901. 

Lord Justice WitrLiAMS: What was the result of the trial? 

Mr. BousrrgrDp said that the result was that the patent was 
declared to be invalid. The whole point in question between them 


was whether the Commercial Company had the right to compel 
Atkins & Applegarth to go on with the appeal. The appeal was 
not entered by Atkins & Applegarth, but by the solicitors, they 
assuming they had the right to act. 

Lord Justice WILLIAMS: It was in effect an appeal by the 
plaintiffs. ` 

Mr. BousriELD said that a month before the action came up for 
trial, Atkins & Applegarth, who, during the three years, had seen 
their patent slipping away from them, they being under an obliga- 
tion not to pursue their patent in the meantime, and being debarred 
from any negotiations with reference to their patent, went to the 
Castner-Kellner Company and represented to them what the state 
of affairs was. They then told them that they were willing to sell 
to them whatever interest they had in their patent, subject to the 
existence of the agreement with the Commercial Development 
Company. 

Tord Justice Wmt1ams said he was still burning to know in whose 
interests Mr. Boustield really appeared. 

Mr. BousriIELD said he had endeavoured to make it quite plain. 
There was really no mystery about it. The Court would gather from 
what had been said that Atkins & Applegarth, had ceased to have 
any real interest in the matter. 

Mr. AsTBUBY eaid they had sold their interest twice over. 

Mr. DousrrELD said the special interest of Atkins & Applegarth 
was, tbat they did not want their names to appear on the record. 
They did not want this appeal to bc tried in that Court, and then 
to go on to the House of Lords, and to incur a very heavy liability 
in the shape of costs. Their only interest was to see that they wcre 
not made liable for costs. They were anxious to be quit of the 
whole matter, and he should contend that his learned friend was 
not entitled to make them incur those costs. Of course, the Castner- 
Kellner Company, in what they had done, had effected a sort of 
insurance, as in the event of the action being lost, they would have 
a share in the patent, and £15,000 in cash and shares in the com- 
pany to be formed. 

Mr. AsTnURY said the offer had been made again and again to put 
in the Commercial Development Company as plaintiffs, but the fact 
was that Atkins & Applegarth wanted to get the appeal off the list 
80 as to escape liability for past costs. Under the agreement they 
were bound to prosecute the appeal, but apart from that they had 
sold their patent to the Commercial Development Company, and 
therefore could not do what they were now seeking to do. There 
was a subsisting contract for the sale of the patent at a future date, 
and it was a fraud on the part of Atkins & Applegarth to attempt 
to get out of the contract of sale in order that they might sellto . 
the opponents of the Commercial Development Company. This was 
in reality the appeal of the Castner-Keller Company, and not of 
Atkins & Applegarth at all. 

Their Lordships were of opinion that the judgment of Mr Justice 
Buckley was quite right. Messrs. Atkins & Applegarth could not 
be allowed to defeat the contractural rights of the Commercial 
Development Corporation under the contract with themselves as 
they were attemptiug to by withdrawing the appeal. 

The appeal was accordingly dismissed with costs, as was also the 
motion to strike out the appeal in the name of Atkins & Applegarth 
in the action against the Castner-Kellner Company. 


LEASK v. CROWN ELECTRICAL HEATING SYNDICATE. 


IN the City of London Court on Tuesday, before Judge Rentoul, 
K.C., M.P., an action was brought by Alexander R. Leask, con- 
sulting electrical engineer, 91, Minories, E.C., to recover the sum of 
£20 5s. for services rendered between April and September last year 
to the defendants, the Crown Electrical Heating Syndicate, 
Limited, 15, Bury Street, St. Mary Axe. 

Mr. Horrowav, plaintiff's counsel, said that his client was an 
inventor of an ingenious contrivance called an electrical beater. 
He took out a patent for it, and he transferred it to the defendant 
company. At the time of the transfer he was requested to render 
certain services tothe company in starting their factory where they 
manufactured the apparatus in question. He had done so for them, 
and on January 11th last year, when a particular portion of the 
work terminated, he received a cheque for his services. In March 
he was paid 15 guincas, and when he sent in his account he told the 
defendants tbat for any future work he did for them, he would have 
to be paid at the rate of half-a-crown an hour, which was about half 
as much as he ought to receive, except for the fact that he was very 
much interested in the welfare of the company. The business of 
the company was managed by one Stewart, who was an accountant, 
and not able to solve scientific problems as they arose from time to 
time. Stewart requested the plaintiff to give assistance in the 
factory whenever requested to do so by the manageress, Mrs. Edgar, 
who was employed to look after the workgirls. On 108 days the 
plaintiff attended at the defendants’ business premises, and he gave 
in all 160 hours, for which he now claimed to be paid. "There were 
a great many matters which the plaintiff might have claimed for, 
but which he bad not done. He was constantly consulted about the 
business, but that he had not charged for. When tbe plaintiff asked 
to be paid, (he defendants wrote and said that his services were 
quite voluntary, and that he was never required to render them at 
all. The plaintiff, in his evidence, said that in manufacturing the 
electrical heaters, skilled supervision was required, and that he gave. 
There were a great many parts which required to be carefully titted. 
When the company purchased his patents his payment took the 
form of shares only, as he was so satisfied with it. He had done all in 
his power to promotethe prosperity of the company. It was not trueto 
suggest that he had worked voluntarily, and he did not think 
they could expect him to work for nothing. A special alloy wire 
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was used for the heaters, and his secret process was employed in the 
manufacture of the wires. As many as 15 different kinds of wire had 
to be nsed. On one occasion, after he had given instructions for the 
manufacture of the wire by his secret process, the manufacturers 
informed him that somebody belonging to the company had asked 
them to alter the constituents,. but it was found not to act. He 
charged them £1 1s. a day, and that they thought was too much, 
becanse of his connection with the company. They had offered 
another man £50 cash down if he could introduce such a wire to the 
company as was made by his secret process. At that time he sent 
the defendants a bill for £33, and he accepted £10 10s. rather than 
o to law. 

2 Mrs. EDOAR, mansgeress, said that the defendants’ manager 
specifically told her that whenever she was in difficulty about any 
electrical matters, she was to get assistance from the plaintiff, and 
that she had done on several occasions. He had always assisted her 
whenever she bad asked for help or guidance. The main switch 
was always turned on by the plaintiff night and morning. 

Mr. Horace MARSHALL, the defendants’ counsel, said the 
plaintiff was considerably interested in the success of the company, 
and one of the terms ander which he sold his patents to the com- 
pany was, that he should render certain services from time to time 
in getting over little difficulties which might arise. Whatever 
definite work the plaintiff was asked to perform, he was paid for. 
For the subject matter of his present claim, no instructions were 
ever given, and payment had only been asked for by the plaintiff 
because, in all probability, he was piqued or annoyed at not receiv- 
ing some appointment at the hands of the defendant company. The 
defendants’ manager said it was not true that he had ever asked 
the plaintiff to instruct the manageress in electrical matters in 
connection with the heater. . There was really no difficulty in 
adjusting the matter. 

The learned Jupaz said people often forgot what really took place, 
and he was satisfied that judgraent ought to pass for the plaintiff for 
the sum claimed, with costs. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEEK ENDING JAN. 15TH, 1901. WREEK ENDING JAN. 147TH, 1902. 


Auckland . Value £32 Alexandria .. . Value £52 
Bombay oe oe ee 511 Auckland ae oe eo oe 2,983 
Calais ee ee ee ee 30 Bombay ee ee ee eo 130 
Calcutta ee ee oe ee 855 Boulogne ee ee ee oe 60 
Cape Town. ws ats .. 459 Brisbane. Teleg. cable.. 235,000 
- Teleg. mat. .. 226 Buenos Ayres. Teleph. cable 900 
Colombo va e vs 73 Calcutta " 80 .. 65 
Copenbagen. Teleg. wire 405 Cape Town .. oe 8 .. 468 
Durban “a s es ee 620 Christiania. Teleg. wire МЯ 61 
^ Teleg. mat. e 127 Colombo T T . 157 
East Lordon s а . . 109 Durban s T - T 80 
Gibraltar . Ж 24 .. 589 East London Y es .. 197 
p Teleg. cable.. . . 18,080 | Fremantle. T ee . 114 
Gothenburg. Teleg. wire 28 Gibraltar. Teleg. mat... oe 88 
Kure, Teleg. cable " 1,514 | Greymouth.. 3 d .. 807 
Lisbon. Teleg. cable .. .. 9,720 Hong Kong.. es T . . 118 
Madeira, "eleg. cable.. 490,000 | Lisbon ee С eo es 50 
"T Teleg. mat. .. 895 | Madras “+ in - . 880 
Malaga 99 ЕЯ “+ .. 140 Melbourne ee M ia 80 
Melbourne, Teleg. wire oe 475 Wi Teleg. wire .. 1,980 
Monte Video. Teleg. mat. 1: Otago.. $5 = ee .. 180 
N. Atlantic. Teleg. cable 84,700 Perth.. > is ps ee 415 
Rio Janeiro.. © s zs 13 Port Elizabeth "T ee 420 
St. Vincent. Teleg. mat. . 2,503 "m Teleg. mat. .. 8,200 
Santos 885 Ex 2s " 490 15 Telephones .. 79 
A Teleg. mat. sx .. 820 Port Said .. Ya i e 30 
Shanghai. Old teleg. wire. 100 Stockholm. Teleg. wire m 43 
Sydney ee vs А 796 Sydney es 5 ia ee 40 
ix Telcg. mnt. 125 Tokio.. 800 vs x .. 188 
Yehohama .. aie 119 Townsville .. КЕ T . 52 
Wellington oe oe ee ee 180 

Yokohama .. - ee . 85 
Total ik £t58,087 Total vs £249,446 


| 
— 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Value 4118 Calcutta, Elec. goods .. Value £408 
; . . 478 | Fremantle. Elec. lghtg. mchnry, 4,396 
New York. Elec. mat. . 160 


Total.. 


Genoa, Elect). goods, 
Perth. Electl. goods 


— 


Total . . £691 


Bankruptey Proceedings. —A winding-up order having 
been made against Harry South & Co., Limited, electricians, of 
Garrick Street, and elsewhere, the statutory meetings of the 
creditors and shareholdera were held last Tuesday at the Board of 
Trade Оћсез, Carey Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields. Mr. A. S. Cully, 
official receiver, reported that the company was promoted by Mr. 
Harry South and Mr. Max J. E. Tilney. It was incorporated on 
December 15th, 1899, with a nominal capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, 
nnd was formed to acquire and take over as a going concern, and to 
expand the business then carried on at 10 and 12, Garrick Street 
and elsewhere under the style of “Harry South," and, with a view 
thereto, to enter into and carry iuto effect with scttled modifica- 
tions, as might be agreed upon, an agreement made between the 
parties; also to carry on the business of electricians, &c., and for other 
purposes, as defined in the articles of association. The first directors 
were Mr. Harry South (the vendor), and Mr. Max J. Tilney, who 
were also constituted managing directors for not less than five years 
at a salary of £5 per week each. No further directors were 
appointed. The qualification of the directors was the holding of 
£1,000 in shares, and both gentlemen duly qualified. No prospectus 
was issued to the public. Prior to the formation of the company, 


—— 


. 44,959 


Messrs. South and Tilney had entered into an agreement with the 
following objects :— 

1. Mr. Tilney to register the company with a capital of £10,000, 
to acquire Mr. Harry South’s business. 

2. Messrs. Tilney and South to be first directors at a remunera- 
tion of £5 each weekly. | 

3. Each director to apply for £1,000 in shares, and Mr. Tilney to 
apply and pay for a further block of £2,000 shares. 

4. Immediately after the registration of the company, Mr. South 
to sell to the company the goodwill, plant, patents, &c., of his busi- 
ness, and all pending contracts, &c. | 

5. The sale to be completed by January 1st, 1900, and the 
liabilities and profits to be apportioned to that date. 

6. The consideration for the sale to be £4,000 payable as to £2,000 
in cash, and £2,000 in fully-paid shares. 

7. The contract for the sale to contain an agreement for the 
assignment of the lease of Garrick Street premises to the com- 
pany at a rent of £2 10s. per week. 

8. Mr. South to carry on business until the completion and the 
purchase by the company. 

9. Reserve capital to be offered to the existing shareholders. 

10. The preparation of the articles of association and other legal 
documents; and 

11. On execution of the foregoing clauses, the sum of £250 to be 
paid to Mr. Harry South as a deposit. 

The purchase agreement contained the following additional 
provisions, namely, that Mr. South, whilst acting as managing 
director of the company, was not to be directly or indirectly con- 
cerned in any other business of electrical engineering within 10 
miles of Charing Cross, also that the company were to pay all costs 
of flotation. The cash consideration of £2,000 was duly paid, and the 
£2,000 shares were allotted. The funds to enable this to be done were 
derived from Mr. Tilney, who subscribed for 1,000 shares as a signa- 
tory, and paid 10s. per share on allotment, and applied for a further 
£2,000 shares, for which he paid in full, making a total cash pay- 
ment of £2,500. Mr. South, as a signatory, also subscribed for 
£1,000 shares, and paid 10s. per share on allotment. The business 
acquired by the company had been carried on by Mr. South for 
many years previously, and it was thought that by converting it 
into a company, and the introduction of capital, the business could 
be expanded, and good profits earned ; but according to a balance- 
sheet dated December 31st, 1900, there was, after writing off £137 
88. 10d. for depreciation, a loss of £98 11s. 11d. No further balance- 
sheet had been got out, but it was believed tbat the company: had 
never been carried on at a profit. The two directors were appa- 
rently at variance, which fact had, during the greater part of the 
company's existence, operated detrimentally to the success of the 
business. Witha view to combining under one roof the offices, 
showrooms, watehouses, &c., Messrs. South and Tilney obtained а 
lease of premises at 43, Rathbone Place, and sublet them to the 
company, who paid the rent. The company obtained contracts for 
the supply, delivery, and erection of all necessary cables and 
machinery at the Trago and Herods Foot Works of the Safety 
Explosives, Limited. That contract was nearly complete at the 
date of the winding-up order. 2252 had been paid to the company, 
a further £450 was due, and when the work was complete, the 
balance to be paid would briog the total price to upwards of £1,100. 
The company also took over an arrangement to provide an electrical 
installation for the Grand Theatre, at Islington, and had since con- 
tinued it, but that arrangement was terminable at a week's notice 
on either side. It had been carried on at a profit. The difference 
between the directors, and the failure of the company to comply 
with a creditor's demand for payment, had resulted in the winding- 
up order upon which these proceedings were based. The company's 
liabilities were estimated at about £1,900, and the assets were valued 
at sufficient to provide a surplus after payment of the debts, Mr. 
Hilton, of 7, Lothbury, was appointed to the post of liquidator, to 
wind up the company in the ordinary course. 

A composition of 7s. 6d. in the £ is announced in re W. R. 
Beckton, electrical and general engineer, of Herne Hill and Holborn. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—A meeting of the 
Yorkshire House-to-House Electricity Company, Limited, is to be 
held at 1, Bond Street, Leeds, on February 18th, to hear an 
account of the winding up from the liquidator, Mr. Grosvenor 
Talbot. 

Messrs. G. W. Brown & A. E. Conrady (Alexander E. Conrady, 
manufacturers of instruments, and apparatus and machines of pre- 
cision for scientific and technical purposes) have dissolved partner- 
ship. Mr. G. W. Brown will attend to debts. 


Books Received.— Annual Report of the Secretary for 
Mines and Water Supply, of Victoria, during the year 1900.” 
Melbourne: By Authority ; London : Offices of the Miuing Repre- 
sentative of Victoria. 5s. 

“The Slide Rule,” by C. N. Pickworth. Manchester: Emmott 
and Co., Limited. 2s. 

“The Model Engineer and Amateur Electrician,” Vol. v., July 
—December, 1901. London: Dawbarn & Ward, Limited. 

“ Willing's Press Guide for 1902." London: James Willing, jun., 
Limited. 18. 

“ Manual of Electrical Undertakings. Vol. vi, 1901—02.” Com- 
piled under the the direction of Emile Garcke. London: Manual 
of Electrical Undertakings, Limited. 12s. 6d. net. 

“ Lockwood's Builder's, Architect's, Contractor's and Engineer's 
Price Book for 1902." Edited by Francis T. W. Miller. London: 
Crosby, Lockwood & Воп, 1902. 4s. 


Calendars and Catalogues. — Messrs. Mavor and 
Coulson’s calendar card, with monthly slips for 1902, shows a good 
picture of one of their 600-н.р. slow speed generating sets, 
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Messrs. Frederick Jones & Co, of Perrin Street, Kentish Town, 
N.W., have placed before us a pamphlet showing the manufacture, 
uses, and tests of theie patent silicate cotton, or “slag wool," as a 
heat non-conductor for covering steam pipes, boilers, &c. The 
materialis made up into wire netted sheets, pipe-covering strips, 
removable sheets with backing of galvanised iron, mattresses, 
indestractible strips for superheated surfaces, cloth (silicate cotton 
sewn on canvas). Messrs. Jones also supply a non-conducting cement 
consisting of foesil meal and other ingredients, with silicate cotton 
as the binding agent. 

The Brush Electrical Engineering Compauy have issued several 
new lists. Опе of these gives prices of their “ Brush " transformers 
for sub-stations where the switches and fuses are separated from the 
iransformer. Another list is of their arc lamp transformers for 
single street arc lamps off high tension mains, single enclosed arc 
lamps, and single arc lamps off low-tension mains. 

The Tudor Accumulator Company, Limited, of 16, Victoria 
Street, S.W., has brought out a new catalogue of stationary cells, 
detailing and pricing the many types thereof, which are now on the 
market, and also giving dimensional information. Some excellent 
illustrations show large Tudor batteries which have been installed 
in Southampton traction station, Glasgow Corporation sub-station, 
and the County of London Company's City Road station. 

The Pollard Electrica] Engineering Company, of Hyde, has issued 
a calendar with monthly sheets, each containing illustrations of 
their dynamos and motors, and steam-driven generating sets. 

Messrs. King & Co., of Leith, have issued a wall calendar which 
is beautified by means of several neat little photographic process 
illustrations of their electric lighting, driving, and other machines. 

Mesars. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, have sent us a copy of their 
No. 109 pamphlet, in which the well-known English Electric con- 
tiunous current generators are described and fully illustrated. 

Messrs. P. R. Jackson & Co. have issued a new price list of 
enclosed ventilated motors for all kinds of industrial purposes. 

A price list of electrical appliances comes to hand from Messrs. 
Wallach Bros., of 57, Graccchurch Street, E.C. A variety of station 


measuring instruments, laboratory instruments, &c., are well and 


freely illustrated and prices are given. 

The British Electric Transformer Manufacturing Company, 
Limited, has issued a handy pocket diary and note book for 1902. 
A £500 accident coupon is given in. 


Directories, &c.— Universal Electrical Directory, 1902. 
—The 1902 edition (the twenty-first) of this useful electrical 
directory has juat been issued from the Press. It is essentially a 
directory, and the names are arranged in the usual convenient 
alphabetical manner in each of the different sections. One new 
feature which we think will be appreciated by the many users of this 
book, is the inclusion under central stations headings of details of 
the system and pressure of supply at each town in the United 
Kingdom; but even more important, we think, are the details in 
the Colonial and general section relating to light, power, and 
traction undertakings in other parts of the British Empire. The 
price of the work is 10s., and it can be obtained at the ELECTRICAL 
REÉvigw publishing office, 4, Ludgate Hill, Е.С. 

"The Local Government Annual and Official Directory" for 
1902 (Local Government Journal Office, 2, Dorset Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C. 1s. 6d.) cannot fail to be a useful book to those 
who are interested in local undertakings and proceedings, and 
who have occasion from time to time to refer to lists of the leading 
councillors and municipal officials in the many districts which make 
up the London area. Provincial councils and officials are also 
detailed in this, the 11th edition of this serviceable publication. 

* Lockwood's Builders and Contractor's Price Book" for 1902 
(Crosby, Lockwood & Son, 7, Stationere’ Hall Court, Е.С. 48.), isa 
comprehensive handbook of the latest prices of every kind of 
material and labour in the building trades. The Phcenix Fire Office 
rules for electric light and power installations are reprinted, and 
there is an electric lighting section in which some general notes and 
prices are given of plant for installations, also lighting fittings, arc 
lamps, motors, batteries, wiring and cost thereof, electric bell 
fittings, &c. 

" Willing's Press Guide" which is issued ina very handy form, is 
out for 1902 (J. Willing, jun., Limited, 125, Strand, W.C., 29th 
annual issue. 1s.) Details of all papers in the United Kingdom 
are,arranged in a very concise way, so that the main points about any 
publication may be taken in at a glance. 


E. L. B. in France.—In connection with the large 
celebrations on the occasion of M. Waldeck Rousseau's visit to St. 
Etienne on Sunday and the openiug of the new prefecture buildings, 
the French representatives of Electric Lighting Boards, Limited, 
received from the Government the order for the electrical jllumina- 
tions, the extent of the contract being £1,250, aud including as 
many as 4,000 lamps. А further important contract has also been 
obtained from the Paris Illumination Company, no less than 
30,000 ft. of flexible cable, 1,000 superficial feet of boards, and 
15,000 lamps having to be provided. | 


The Fall in Copper and Cable Prices.—W. T. 
Henley's Telegraph Works Company is announcing that, in con- 
sequence of the fall in the price of electrolytic copper, an additional 
discount of 10 per cent. off the March, 1901, list of india-rubber 
wires i8 now being allowed. 

Мезатв. W. T. Glover & Co., Limited, are also circularising to a 
similar effect, with the further intimation that, for a fixed quantity 
of wires and cables for a given period, a special rebate is madc 
according to quantity, 


The Bahamas Exhibition.— This exhibition, to which 
reference was recently made in these columns, has been postponed 
for one month, and will be opened at the beginning of March. "The 
reason for the delay is that certain firms found the time too short to 
prepare sam ples. 


Football.—The annual match between the ‘ Robertson 
Lamp Makers and the General Electric Company Football Club 
took place on Saturday, the 11st inst., at Wormolt Farm. After a 
most exciting game, the Lamp Makers proved the winners by three 
goals to'none. 


For Sale.—The Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply 
Company is open to dispose of one 550-1 н р. engine, and 30)-Kw. 
Mordey alternator. See our advertisement pages for details. 

The Dewsbury E.L. Committee wants offers for two 100-kw. 
Crompton four-pole dynamos. See advertisement paces. 


G.E.C. Staff Dinner.—The staff dinner and smoking 
concert of the Manchester branch of the General Electric Company 
(1900), Limited, took place on Saturday, the 11th inst, at the 
Mosley Hotel, Manchester, under the chairmanship of Mr. A. 
Eckstein, and was attended by a large number of the members of 
the London and Peel works staff, and friends of the firm. Several 
directors of the company, including Messrs. H. Hirst, M. Railing, 
and H. Bevis, were present; and the gathering, if not of such large 
proportions a3 that seen at the annual London dinner of the firm, 
exhibited all that social yood-fellowship which forms one of the 
principal characteristics of the gatherings of this company's staff. 
The after-dinner toasts included “The King," proposed by the 
chairman ; “ The Directors of the Company,” proposed by Mr. R. 
Butterworth, and responded to by Mr. Hir:t, and Mr. Eckstein; 
“The Peel Works Staff and the Visitors," proposed by Mr. F. Sells, 
the manager of the Manchester branch, and responded to by Mr. 
Brooker in a very humorous speech. The smoking concert was 
then proceeded with on a stage very tastefully decorated with 
festooned glow lamps, and proved to be highly diverting and 
original. | | 


Insulating Compound.—The National Telephone Com- 
pany, Limited, have accepted the tend.r of Rowland Carr & Co., 
of 6 and 8, Lime Street Square, E.C., for the supply of insulating 
compound for the next six months. 


The Municipal Electrical Association —We have 
received a copy of the proceedings of this Association for the year 
1901. It contains the following papers, which were read at last 
year's gathering at Glasgow, and the discussions thereon :—“ Notes 
on Street Lighting," by Bailie W. Maclay; " Uninsulated Returns 
оп a Tramway System," by J. H. Rider; Equitable Aliocation of 
Costs in Combined Lighting and Traction Stations," by W. H. 
Tittensor; Braking Apparatus for Electric Cars," by A. L. C. Fell; 
“ Refuse Destructors in Combination with Electric Power Stations,” 
by J. S. Highfield; “Coal and Ash Convcying Gear,” by К. A. 
Chattock. The presidential address of Mr. Chamen is, of course, 
reprinted. There is a good deal of business matter relating to the 
M.E.A., and а comparative table showing the periods allowed for 
repay ment and for construction of water, gas, electricity, and tram- 
way undertakings in a score of towns. 


New Boiler Works.—Last week a start was made in 
the boiler department of the large works of Messrs. Robt, 
Stephenson & Co., Limited, Darlington, which have been іа course 
of erection for more than a year past. 


Smoke Nuisance.—The Blackburn Corporation have 
been summoned for causing black smoke nuisance at the electricity 
works. The case stands adjoined for two months, duriug which the 
Nuisance Department willtake regular weekly observations. 


The Summons against the Charing Cross Company. 
—At Guildhall on 13th inst., Mr. Alderman Crosby had before him 
again the summons against the Charing Cross and Strand Elec- 
tricity Supply Corporation, Limited, taken out at the instance of 
Mr. Edmund Woodthorpe, district surveyor for the northern 
division of the City of London, for beginning certain works without 
having served a notice upon him. The Alderman, in giving his 
decision, said the work was a street box for the purpose of 
inspection in connection with electric energy, and he found that the 
company had not given notice in accordance with Section 145 of the 
Building Act. He held that this was a building, structure, or work 
within the meaning of that Act. He convicted the company, and 
imposed a fine of 40s. and two guineas costs. А special case was 
asked for, and seven days were allowed for the company to make 
application in writing. 


Table Decoration.—Mr. J. E. Austin, of Upper Daker 
Street, W., has sent us a print of a new table centre which he has 
designed and supplied. It has altogether about 200 small electric 
lamps intermixed with flowers, and when illuminated we should 
think it would be very effective. 


Trade Announcements,—Messrs. Frederick Smith and 
Co., Wire Manufacturers, Limited, announce that they have now 
entirely discontinued the manufacture of copper wire at Caledonian 
Works, Halifax, the whole of tbis department being transferred to 
Anaconda Works, Salford, Manchester, which are now fully equipped 
with high-class machinery of the most modern type forthe production 
of H.C. copper wire ‘plain and tinned), hard-drawn copper trolley 
wire, hard-drawn Н.С. copper line wire, copper tapes and strips, 
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special copper binders, and H.C. copper wire rods. All communica- 
tions respecting these lines should in future be addressed to 
Anaconda Works. 


Tramear Lifting Jacks.—Mr. George Addy, of 
Waverley Works, Sheffield, is manufacturing an improved lifting 
jack for electric tramcars, one of which we illustrate below. We 
may remark that consequent upon a sad accident which occurred 
last year at Sheffield, the suggestion was made that lifting jacks 
should be provided on each car, or placed at intervals along the 
routes, and a series of tests was made by the Corporation tramways 
engineer. Mr. Addy's jack was among those tricd, and an order 
was placed with him in July last. A special feature claimed for the 
jackzis its 'great strength. The long ratchet lever, which can be 


fitted to either end of the jack, in connection with the combination, 
of right and left-hand screw and toggle joint, supplies enormous 
lifting power. The movement is truly vertical; there is no side 
thrust. The stcel baseplate is very substantial, being 8 in. wide 
and 20 in. long ; total height overall only 64 in. The weight of the 
jack is 96 lbs. There are no valves to go wrong; in fact, it is 
claimed that there is nothing to get out of order by rough usage. 
The Addy jack is also useful in sheds for ''jacking-up" cars when 
changing brasses, &c. 


What the British Consuls have to say.— british 
v. German Trade with Chili:—In a supplementary report on the 
trade of Chili for the year 1900, Sir Berry Cusack-Smith, his 
Majesty's Acting Chargé d'Affaires, remarks that the British Empire 
might profitably turn its attention to a table, published with the 
report, directing attention to certain articles of import in which the 
United Kingdom might have a lirger share. The table contains a 
list of over 100 articles imported into Chili, of which, he thinks, the 
British proportion should be greater. Among those articles electric 
lighting and traction machinery is mentioned, the total import value 
being given as 1,217,000 pesos.—1 peso. = 18. 6d. Of that total 
the British share is 123,900 pesos., against Germany’s 1,046,000 pesos. 
Sir Berry Cusack-Smith points out, however, that much of the goods 
sold by German houses in Chili is of British manufacture, and he 
thinks there are still great possibilities for British commercial 
energy in Chili, if that energy be supported and directed by a 
thorough knowledge of the Spanish language, and a sympathetic 
study of the customs, wishes, and needs of the Chilian people. 

Telephone Service of Grenada.—Mr. E. Drayton, reporting on the 
Blue Book of the Colony of Grenada for the year 1900, states that 
the revenue of the Telephone Department was £1,150, and its 
expenditure (including loan charges), £1,245. It had been contem- 
plated, һе remarks, to make, during the year, many changes in the 
working of the department, which had outgrown its original outfit, 
and as the trunk lines and exchanges had been working for 10 years, 
reconstruction was, in many places, requisite. The temporary 
removal of the manager to St. Vincent on special duty prevented 
anythiny being done, and towards the end of the year complaints 
were so numerous and insistent that the services of a special 
inspector were obtained by the Government for a report on the 
system. No tangible results, however, followed this report, aud 
duriug the year 1901 the necessary improvements were commenced, 
ne Vis hoped that before the end of the year they would be 
effected. 


Wing Propeller Fans.—Messrs. Е. W. Potter & Co., 
of Phipp Street, E.C., have recently carried out some interesting 
tests on their Wing propeller fans, for which purpose special 
apparatus was fitted up at their works. Тһе fans were driven by an 
clectro-motor, and propelled the air through a tube 18 ft. long x 
27 in. diameter, against a light screen suspended 18 in. from the 
open end of the tube. Other fans by well-known makers were also 
tested, and it was found that to produce the same pressure on the 
suspended screen, the Wing fan took less than half the power 
required by one, and less than two-thirds of the power taken by 
another of the rival fans. As the losses in the motor, which was of 
an inefficient type, were included in these results, the performance 
of е Wing fan must have been still better than would appear at 
first sight. The quantity of air delivered per minute corresponding 
to various pressures on the screen has been ascertained by Messrs. 
Potter & Co., from which it appears that 700 watts supplied to the 
motor delivered 7,200 cub. ft. with the 25 in. Wing fan, as compared 
with 5,250 cub. ft. by one of the rivals, while the same power 
moved 6,500 cub. ft. with a 24-in. Wing fan, as against 5,300 cub. 


ft. by a 24-in. fan of another make. Messrs. Potter & Co. have carried 
out numerous experiments on the best shape and angle for the blades 
of fans, and judging from the above results, their scientific methods 
have been rewarded by success. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Brighton.—The Electricity Committee recently reported 
that they had considered the question of Mr. Fowler's appointment, 
and it was resolved that he be informed that at the expiration of the 
term of his engagement with the Corporation, viz, March 2nd, 1902, 
his services would not be required in his present position ; it was 
also resolved that in the event of Mr. Fowler obtaining another 
appointment before March 2nd next, the Corporation would release 
him from his engagement. A lengthy discussion ensued on these 
proceedings with reference to the Committee's decision not to 
retain Mr. Fowler as assistant manager of the electricity under- 
taking. The chairman stated it was a question of expediency. 
Councillor Carden moved the exception of the resolution, remarking 
that if it were carried the Corporation would be guilty of a great act 
of injustice, as Mr. Fowlerhad volunteered forservice at the front in 
1899, on the understanding that his berth should be kept open; he had 
now returned, and it would be very unfair, and unpatriotic on the 
part of the Council, to discharge him. He was a valuable servant, 
and bal been in the employ of the Council for 10 years. The Com- 
mittee's recommendations were thrown out, and the Council thus 
saved from a dishonourable action. It having been found necessary 
to obtain expert advice, on account of the sandy nature of the 
ground, the Committee recommended that Mr. W. R. Galbraith be 
engaged as consulting engineer in connection with the electric power 
station now in progress at Southwick, under Messra. Pedrette and 
Co.’s contract, at the inclusive fees of 3} per cent. on the £25,000 
(£875), the Corporation to pay in addition the wages of an inspector 
(about £3 per weck), to be recommended by Mr. Galbraith. 


Bristol.—Ata recent meeting of the Electrical Com- 
mittee, it was reported that 1,758 customers had applied for current, 
of whom 1,688 had bcen connected with the supply. The applica- 
tions amounted to 126,584 lamps (reduced to 8 с.р.), of which 
119,689 had been connected. Motors to the amount of 744 B. H. P. had 
been applied for, of which 680 н.р. had been installed. 


Chesham.—The D. C. has resolved to obtain expert 
advice on the question of electric lighting, a company having 
offered to purchase the Council’s prov. order and instal the plant. 


Claremont (Cape Colony).—The Local Council lately 
considered a proposal to purchase the E.L. Company's plant, &c. 
It was, however, considcred that the price asked was excessive, and 
a resolution was agreed to that the Government be asked to afford 
the Council expert advice on the whole question. 


Crewe.—The use of electricity for machine driving 18 
rapidly superseding other means of driving in the extensive work- 
shops of the London and North-Western Railway at Crewe. The 
most recent applications of electrical power have been to a number 
of cranes in the works, and to the purpose of signalling. Some 20 
miles of electric signalling have already been installed. 


Derby.— The E.L. Committee has accepted a tender for 
500 tons of coal at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


Enfield.—The B. of T. is to be asked for a prov. order 
forelectricity supply in Enfield by the North Metropolitan Elec- 
trical Power Distribution Company, who have already arranged 
terms with the Enfield D.C., and have, therefore, the support of 
that authority. The company have already vot to work in High 
Barnet, and more recently in Hertford, and it is part of their 
scheme that extensive generating plant will be laid down in a large 
building which it is proposed to erect near Ponder's End—a part of 
Enfield. Under the order the area of the supply will be Enfield. 
It has been agreed by the company that, within a period of two 
years after the commencement of the order, they will lay down 
distributing mains for the purposes of a general supply in the prin- 
cipal roads. The company will be entitled to charge, per quarter, 
if the quantity of energy does not exceed 20 units, 11s. 8d. ; if the 
quantity consumed exceeds 20 units, for 100 hours at the maximum 
demand in such quarter at the rate of 7d. per unit; and after 100 
hours at the rate of 2d. per unit. The D.C. may, at the expiry of 
14, 21 or 28 years from the commencement of the order, require 
the company to sell to it the undertaking for the fair market 
value; and after the expiration of 35 years the Council shall be 
entitled to purchase upon the terms specified in the Electric Light- 
ing Act, 1888. 


Finchley.—The D.C. has taken temporary offices for the 
electrical engineer, Mr. Calvert, who has been empowered to engage 
the services of a competent draughtsman. 

A meeting of ratepayers and owners was held on the Gth inst. to 
consider the Bill which has been presented to Parliament for 
electric lighting and road widenings, in connection with the Middle- 
sex С.С. Light Railway Scheme. The resolution in favour of the 
Bil was lost by an overwhelming majority. The chairman 
demanded a poll of the parish, on behalf of the Council. 
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Halifax.—The Corporation are threatening proceedings 
against the Electric Construction Company for breach of contract. 
At the monthly meeting of the Town Council held on Wednesday 
last week, the following resolution was agreed to:—''That the 
town clerk be instructed to claim the sum of £500 from the Electric 
Construction Company, Limited, in consequence of the non-fulfil- 
ment of their contract by the delay in the delivery of engines and 
generators supplied by them to the Corporation." There was some 
divergence of opinion with respect to the amount of the claim ; some 
members thought the amount ought to be at least £1,500. 

The T.C. has decided in future to charge all consumers of e ec- 
tricity for a minimum quarterly consumption of 20 units. 


Inverness.—Mr. W. P. Adams delivered an address in 
the Town Hall recently on municipal electric lighting. Messrs. 
Crompton & Co. have offered £1,000 for the prov. order and a rental, 
the town baving the option of purchase at intervals; the lecturer 
expressed his opinion that the Council would want to buy out the 
company at the first opportunity. 

The Т.С. is making inquiries as to the possibility of obtaining 
water power from the Caledonian Canal. 


Rimberley.—Last month Councillor Henderson brought 
forward the necessity there was for extensions being carried out as 
early as possible for the cables and plant for the municipal electric 
light supply. A special committee was formed for the purpose of 
dealing with this matter in its various forms, such as extent, locali- 
ties for new cables and means of financing the scheme. The elec- 
trician, Mr. C. G. Vines, reported that the output was showing а 
great improvement after a year's running; as a comparison, the 
return for November, 1900, showed 4,520 units, while that for 
November, 1901, was 12,245 units, which was very good for a 
summer month. 


Large Engines.—We understand that Messrs. Davey, 
Paxman & Co., of Colchester, the well-known engineers, have put 
down & large additional plant in their works, and that they are 
now quite prepared to make electric light engines up to 3,000 н.р., 


guaranteeing at the same time their efficiency, durability, and steam 
consumption. 


Leigh.—The Electricity Committee has received tenders 
for condenser, cooling tower, pumps, steam and feed pipes, &c., at 
the works. These were deferred, the engineer being instructed to 
obtain tenders for the steam and feed-water pipes, valves, 
injectors, &c., which will be required to connect the boiler and 
economiser with the existing mains. 

Limerick.— On Monday the first sod was turned in con- 
nection with the electric lighting of Limerick City. The scheme 
will cost altogether about £22,0C0, £16,000 of which will be for 
electric plant, and the remainder for building a power station. Mr. 
Dillon, of Limerick, is the contractor for the plant, which will be 
supplied by the Electrical Company, London. The entire contract 
has been arranged under the plans of Mr. Enright, of London. 


Lincoln. — The City Council, acting through the 
Electricity Works Committee, has purchased a number of motors to 
let out on hire to customers. An electric balancer is to be acquired 
аќ an estimated cost of £350. 


Liverpool.—On a recommendation of the Health Com- 
mittee that the tender of Messrs. Pulford Bros. for installing 
the electric light into the sterilised milk depót be accepted, 
Mr. H. Miles said the Corporation had a committee quite capable 
to do such work, It was à surprise to him that the Health Com- 
mittee had passed over another committee of the Corporation in 
giving out the work. 

Alderman Menlove said they asked for tenders from three 
different concerns, including the Electric Lighting Committee. The 
tender from the Committee was the highest received, and the lowest 
was that of Messrs. Pulford Bros. 

Mr. R. Dart thought it would be better policy for the Health 
Committee to give the work to the Corporation. He considered the 
work should be given unconditionally to the Electric Lighting 
Committee. 

Alderman Watts said it would be unwise to place the Electric 
Lighting Committee in à position of preference. He was glad to 
see that the outside public could compete.with them, and take a 
contract from them. 

The recommendation was agreed to. 

If there ever was a doubt as to a municipality competing with its 
own ratepayers, surely this must put an end to it. 


London.—City. The City of London Electric Light- 
ing Company is pressing its request that the Corporation will 
decide, without delay, whether it desires the company to continue 
the lighting of the main thoroughfares in the central and western 
districte, іл respect of which the Court of Appeal has decided that 
no agreements between the company and the Corporation exist. 

MARYLEBONE.—The Borough Council has approved of the L. C. C. 
Electric Light Bill,and of the principle of the Bill proposed to be 
introduced by the Board of Trade for the alteration and re-adjust- 
ment of electric lighting areas in London. 

POPLAR.— The Borough Council bas adopted the report of the 
Electricity Committee, which fixes the charges at 5d. per vnit for 


the first hour's supply per day, and 3d. per unit after, and 14d. per 
unit for power purposes. 


Long Eaton.—The U.D.C. having made application to 
borrow £15,000 for electric light works, the L.G.B. bas intimated 
that an inquiry will be held in due course. 


Lynn.—The Board of Guardians have decided to adopt 


electric lighting at the workhouse and infirmary, and to obtain 
current from the Corporation service. 


Manchester.—It bas been officially stated that the work 
of the Electricity Department has made such progress that the 
Committee bas decided to give notice that applications for the 
supply of electricity for motors can now be considered. The Com- 
mittee is also prepared to consider applications for the supply of 
power to motors. 


Market Drayton.— The R.D.C. has received а letter 
from the Market Drayton Electric Light and Power Company, 
stating that it is the intention of the company to apply to the 
B. of T. for a license to supply clectricity in the parish of Drayton- 
in-Hales. 


Melbourne.—4An important decision affecting the right 
of the Municipal Council to differentiate in the charges for elec- 
tricity for motive power and for lighting purposes was givea last 
month by the Full Court. The action was originally brought by the 
Attorney-General on the relation of the Metropolitan Gas Company 
against the Municipal Council of Melbourne, and the Chief Justice 
found in favour of the municipality. On the appeal by the gas 
company the question was recently argued at length before the Full 
Court, which was divided upon the subject, the majority bolding 
that the Chief Justice was wrong in his views, and giving judgment 
that the meaning of Section 39 of the Electric Lighting Act, taken 
by itself, was that there should be a uniform charge for electricity, 
no matter for what purpose it was required, in what quantity it was 
supplied, or during what time, whether by day or night. 'The 
section provided that there should be only one charge made to all 
persons who were supplied with electricity. 


Newark.—The E.L. Committee has recommended the 
Council to decline the proposals of the Derbyshire and Notts. 
Electric Power Company and to proceed with its own undertaking. 
The company bad offered a supply of electricity in bulk at 14d. per 
unit, plus 10 per cent., for a guaranteed minimum quantity of 
250,000 units for a term of five years. 


Nottingham,—The buildings for the new electricity 
works of tke Corporation on St. Ann's Well Road are now com- 
pleted, and ready for the plant to be installed. 


Penzance,—The T.C. has taken up a favourable attitude 
towards tbe Cornwall Electric Power Bill. 


Prestwich.—The U.D.C. having considered a report of 
a sub-committee on the supply of electrical energy by the Man- 
chester Corporation, bas requested this body to at сосе return the 
draft agreement now in its possession, without prejudice to future 
negotiations. 


Romsey.—The Mayor presided at a meeting of owners 
and ratepayers held last week to consider the electric lighting of 
the town. Mr. Cownie, secretary of the National Electric Wiring 
Company, said that for some time the formation of a company in 
Romsey had been contemplated. They thought that a capital of 
£7,000 would do, and his company would be prepared to find halt 
the amount, £3,500, and would require the other half to be 
guaranteed. The company felt so sure that the venture would pay, 
that they would guarantee tbe payment of 4 percent. from the 
beginning.—Mr. Mitchell, the company's engineer, said it was pro- 
posed to get the power from Mond gas, which was very cheap. The 
Mayor proposed a resolution approving of the scheme, but it was 
defeated by a large majority. 


St. Helens.—A deputation from the Corporation has 
interviewed Mr. Gerald Balfour, President of the Board of Trade, 
with respect to the Board's refu' al to sanction a supply of electricity 
by the overhead system, at a pressure cf 500 volts, to works at St. 
Helens, on the ground that such supply could be given by under- 
groucd mains. The President of the B. of T. promised to consider 
the facts laid before him by the deputation. 

Much progress in the use of electricity is reported. In 1898, 
35,758 units were sold to private customers; in 1901 the number 
was 260,404. The number of lamps connected has increascd from 
4,550 in 1898 to 21,229. As regards energy used for traction, in 
1900 the Tramways Company used 182,076 units; last year they 
were supplied with 599,042 units. Eighteen miles of track are now 
in use, all of which are being worked electrically. 


Sheftield.—The T.C. is considering the advisability of 
establishing a municipal insurance fund. The premiums at pretcut 
amount to between £2,000 and £3,000 a year. 


South Wales.— The South Wales Power Distribution 
Company are going to work in earnest; their taff has been incr ase, 
and Mr. E. L. Hill has been appointed resident manager. ‘The 
managing director of the company, Mr. @. L. Addenbrooke, is also 
devoting himself to important negotiations which are now taking 
place between the company and local authorities, and proprietors of 
large works, for the supply of energy, both for power and lighting. 


Southampton,—aAt the last meeting of the T.C. it was 
reported that Mr. Street, the newly appointed clectrical eng iueer, 
had entered про» his duties. In connection with the accounts, 
attention was callelto a payment of £873 4s. 3d. to the consulting 
engineer, and the chairman of the Committee gave an assurance 
that, as Mr. Street would be able to cope with all the work without 
outside assistance, such an item would not appear again. 


E d 


98 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. No. 1,260, January 17, 1902. 


Southport.—The Electricity Committee has resolved that 
an order be placed with the British Insulated Wire Company for 
the supply of cables during the next two years; also that applica- 
tion be made to the L.G.B. for power to borrow £32,000 for exten- 
sions to the electricity plant, mains, &c. In view of the fact that 
radiators are mostly used during the winter months, when the ordi- 
nary demand is at its maximum, it is not considered advisable to 
further reduce the price for energy consumed for heating purposes. 

The number of consumers at the end of 1901 was 910, with 56,780 
lamps, and the output, includiog encrgy for traction, was 1,023,970 
units. Of this, private supply accounted for 731,777 units, at an 
average price of 4'05d.; public lighting, 98,739 units, at 1:344. ; 
traction, 193,454 units, at 1°74d., the average price for all classes of 
supply being 3:35d. 

Spain.—Plant is about to he put down to utilise the 
water-power of tbe River Franchuena (in the province of Viscaiga) 


in the generation of electrical energy for lightiog and power pur- 
poses, the necessary concession having just been granted. 


Stafford, — Тһе electricity department of the Corporation 
being now in a position to meet demands for the supply of the 
illuminant outside the borough, application is to be made to the 
B. of T. for a license to supply electricity to the surrounding 
districts. Subsequently a provisional order will be applied for. 


Stockton.—A L.G.B. inquiry was held by Mr. R. Н. 
Bicknell, M.I.C.E., last week, into the application of the Corpora- 
tion for leave to borrow £27,500 for clectric lighting purp: ses; 
£6,500 of this was for excess expenditure over previous loans, and 
the remaiuder for new work. 


Uitenhage (Cape Colony).— The T.C. lately invited au 
electrical expert to visit the town and funish a specification 
(with estimate of cost) for the installation of electric lighting of 
the streete, from a certain available water supply. 


Wey bridge.—Mr. Н. Watts, local engineer for the 
Urban Electric Supply Company, states that energy can be supplied 
in a few months’ time on the following terms:— Lighting, 7d. and 
4d. ; power, 4d. and 14d.; slot meters, 6d. per unit (including 
hire). The company will wire premises at a charge of 44d. per lamp 
per quarter, with option to purchase at any time. 


Worksop.— Last week Colonel Hepper, R. E., inspector to 
the L.G.B., held au inquiry in respect of the application of the 
U. D.C. for permission to borrow £8,500 for the extension of the 
electric lighting plant. The consulting engineer (Mr. A. B. Mountain, 
of Huddersfield) said the present plant was capable of supplying 
6,000 lights, and it was not safe to face the next year without addi- 
tion, as they were nearly up to the maximum. The works had only 
been running three months. 

The Traders’ Association has decided to memoriali-e the U. D.C. 
to reduce the price now charged for electricity. It is felt by the 
members of the association that 6d. per unit is much too high. 


Worthing.— The lowest tender for building the generating 
station was 46, 870; the surveyor was of opinion that it could be 
done for less, and the Corporation decided to do the work 
itself under his supervision. It was reported to Tuesday's Council 
mecting that the actual cost of the station has worked out at £5,100, 
and the Council, in recognition of the satisfactory result, agreed to 
vote the surveyor 100 guineas. The consulting engineers have been 
asked to report as to the extensions of the uudertaking, which in 
their opinion will be needed in the near future. Diftlicultics have 
arisen in disposing of the water used for condensing purposes, and 
the Council has accepted a scheme to overcome the trouble, pre- 
pared by the consulting engincers aud the borough surveyor, which 
will involve an expenditure of £2,600. 


Margam.— An interview has taken place between the 
E.L. Committee of the D C. and representatives of the South Wales 
Electrical Distribution Company. ‘The terms submitted for the 
company conditioned a minimum bulk supply of 50,000 units at 
2°90d. per unit. Any greater quantity would be supplied at a pro- 
portionate reduction. It was pointed out that to make such 
favourable terms it was necessary that the company should be able 
to make an agreement with each of the other local authorities, such 
as Neath, Driton Ferry and Aberavon. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The Tramways Committee recently received 
a letter from the M’Elroy-Grunow Electric Railway System asking 
for an extension of the time granted to them to complete the experi- 
ment with a section of the third-rail tramway system on the beach 
route. The Committce did not see their way to agree, and resolved 
to recommend that intimation should now be made to the M'Elroy- 
Grunow Electric Railway System that, in respect of their failure to 
equip the section withiu the time specified, the Council must con- 
sider the agreement as at an end. It was, at the same time, resolved 
to recommend that the company should be allowed facilities for con- 
linuing their experiments, if they desired to do so, on condition (bat 
the operations are so carried on as not to interfere with the use of 
the tramway or the working of the tratlic. 

Last week the Council devided that all existing lines not yet 
electrified, with the exception of the section from Queen's Cross vid 


Rosemount to Union Bridge, be adapted for electric traction, and 
equipped on the span-wire system from side poles at an estimated 
cost ot £34,446. 


Aston. — The T.C. has resolved to join the Aston 
Tramways Company in an application to the B. of T. for the appoint- 
ment of a referce to assess the value of the company's undertaking, 
and has decided to approve of tbe plans prepared by Mr. Wilson 
for the erection of a power station and the laying of cables for elec- 
tric lighting and tramway purposes, at an estimated cost of £65,000, 
for which a loan will be obtained. 


Birkenhead.— Тһе Chairman of the Electrical Com- 
mittee says that the trams are going the right way to earn a hand- 
some profit by the end of March, after paying interest and sinking 
fund. . 


Brighton.—Two other routes, the New England Road 
and Beaconsfield Road sections, have been opened to the public, and 
the Board of Trade inspector is expected down shortly to examine 
the working of the patent brake which has been fitted by his 
recommendation to prevent the cars from running backwards down 
the hills. The cars will be tried on the steepest grades, and if 
everything is satisfactory the remaining routes will be at once 
opened. Up to the present about half a million passengers have 
been carried in about six weeks, and as only half the lines are 
open it looks well for the future success of the system. 


Cairo to Месса. —Ап Evening News telegram says that 
the United States Construction Compaay, of Cleveland (Ohio), has 
negotiated through Signor Spanler, of Home, for concessions for 
electric tramway lines from Cairo to Mount Sinai, and along the 
Red Sea to Mecca. А branch to Damascus is also contemplated. 
The Sultan of Turkey has just granted the requisite concessions. 
The Cleveland company will finance the undertaking if it obtains 
the construction work. The promoters of the scheme believe that 
electric tramways will be hailed with delight by the millions of 
Mahommedaus who make annual pilgrimages to Mecca. The towns 
surrounding Jerusalem are also said to offer good opportunities for 
short lines. 


Chatham.—The Chatham Electric Tram Company will 
very shortly be busy in the neighbourhood of Chatham and New 
Brompton. The large generating station (which is situated at 
Luton) is fast approaching complet.on, the boilers being in, and the 
shaft almost finished. The tramlines are now down through 
Chatham, and on to Old and New Brompton, and the Dockyard and 
Garrison generally, including the Royal Marine Barracks, H.M. 
Gun Wharf, the Royal Engineers’ Barracks, and the School of 
Military Engincering, Cbatham Line Barracks, the new Royal 
Naval Barracks at St. Mary's Vale, and the Royal Naval Hospital at 
the top of New Brompton. 


City to Wimbledon Railway.—The Financial. Tunes 
gives the following details of the Bill to be shortly promoted for 
the purpose of incorporating a company with powers to construct an 
underground electric railway from the City to Wimbledon. The 
proposed line will commence near Cannon Street Station, and will 
pass under the Thames to Southwark, whence it will proceed vid 


Lambeth and Wandsworth Road to Clapham Junction. 
From this district it wil run vid St. John’s Hill to 
Wandsworth, and thence to its termination at Hartfield 


Road, Wimbledon. The railway will be constructed іп 
two tunnels, with an internal diameter of 12 ft. 6 in., and similar 
in other respects to the existing tube railways. The generating 
station will be erected on lands on tLe boundary line between 
Wandsworth and Wimbledon and abutting on the Wimbledon and 
Fulham line of the London and South-Western Railway. The 
company sceks power to appropriate the subsoil under any building, 
premises or hereditaments without being requircd to purchase any 
such property or any easement or right to the use of the subsoils, 
provided that the crown of the tunnel. does not come within 30 ft. 
of the lowest floor of any property sffected by this clause. The 
total capital required for this schen.c is £8,000,000, of which 
£6,000,000 will be raised as share capital and £2,000,000 by the 
creation of debenture stock. The first directors are to be Mr. 
Ernest Schenk, Mr. Thomas A. Meates, Mr. George Riley, Mr. 
Herman Gwinner and another. The period required within which 
to complete the railway is five years. During that period interest 
will be paid out of capital on the shares takeu up, provided that not 
morc than £600,000 is expended in this manner. 


Darlaston.— The U. D. C. have approved the British 
Electric Company's designs for poles and feeder pillars which they 
propose erecting between Bull Stake, the Crescent, and the Green. 


Derby and Nottingham.— Sir Bache Cunard, the 
principal shareholder of the company which contemplates estab- 
lishiug a system of ligLt railways to connect Derby and Nottingham, 
and to open up the populous districts in the vicinity of Long Eaton 
aud Stapleford, attended the monthly meeting of the Shardlon 
Rural District Council on Monday for tbe purpose of explaining the 
details of his scheme and soliciting the support of the Council 
therein. The Councilresolved to remain neutral in regard to the 


matter. 

-East Molesey.— The U. D. C. surveyor has found that the 
L. U. T. Act of 1901 does not carry out all the agreements originally 
made by the company. The Council has therefore decided to oppose 
future Dills of the company. 


(Continued on page 103.) 
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THE MANUFACTURES OF ROYCE, LIMITED. 


THE following illustrations show some examples of standard 
electrical machinery as manufactured by Messrs. Royce, 
Limited, of Manchester. Established in 1884, the firm has 
consistently grown, and in order to meet increasing require- 
ments of supply, new branch works have been erected and 
are nearing completion in Trafford Park, Manchester, with 
ample facilities for extension. These works are being laid 
out in the most approved manner, and equipped with special 
labour-saving tools and devices in order that work of the 
heaviest kind may be undertaken. 

The generator represented in fig. 1 is of the 12-pole low- 
speed type, arranged for driving direct by means of a turbine, 


separate compartments, the series coils being composed of 
drawn copper conductors of rectangular section wound on 
edge. 

The armatures are of the slotted drum type, the core con- 
sisting of soft-steel discs, well annealed both before and 
after the slots are punched in their periphery. The discs 
are insulated from each other, and are held together by stout 
plates extended on their faces in order to carry the ends 
of the windings, and presenting a large radiating surface for 
the dissipation of heat. The core thus built up is firmly 
attached by keys to a substantial armature spider, an extension 
of which carries the commutator, so that any possibility 
of relative motion or vibration between the armature and 


. commutator is completely eliminated; ventilating spaces 
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the rated output being 350 Kw. ata pressure of 500 volts 
when running at a speed of 130 revolutions per minute. 

A smaller machine is illustrated in fig. 2, arranged for 
driving by ropes. The output is 100 kw. at a pressure of 
200 volts when running at 400 revolutions per minute. 
These machines represent the result of very careful study 
based upon wide experience during the years since slotted 
armature cores and multipolar fields for electrical machinery 
were generally placed upon the market. 

The general design is characterised by a substantial yoke 
of circular form—provided with inwardly projecting" pole- 
pieces of soft steel of very high magnetic permeability, the 
pole-pieces and field windings being so proportioned as to 
reduce the distortion due to armature reaction to the lowest 
possible limit. The field coils are wound upon bobbins made 
of sheet steel, with substantial brass flanges at each end. 
The shunt and series coils are separate, and are wound in 


through the spider and armature core are so arranged as to 
allow a constint circulation of air when the machine is 
running. 

The armature winding consists of interchangeable copper 
bars bent into shape on jigs, and thoroughly insulated with 
a special composite insulation before being put into place on 
the armature core. Before assembling, the coils are 
thoroughly varnished and stoved, in order to expel all 
moisture and seal the surface effectively against the re- 
entering of damp. 

The commutators are characterised by a large number of 
sections, and there is rarely more than one turn of armature 
winding to each section of the commutator, The segments 
of hard-drawn copper are insulated from each other and 
from the supporting hub by means of mica. The bars are 
held in position at each end by rings having a ** V " section, 


and the whole is solidly drawn together by means of stout bolts. 
Е 
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The brush holders and mechanism have received careful 
attention ; the carbon brushes are carried in holders of the 
radial parallel feed type, arranged to give an easy adjustable 
pressure on the commutator. The current density in the 
brushes when operating at full load is about 30 amperes per 
square inch. "The brush holders are carried upon a cast-iron 
yoke of rigid construction, provided with a hand-wheel and 
screw, which accomplishes the adjustment of all the brushes 
simultaneously. 

The mechanical construction of these generators has been 
fully thought out, and the bearings and various sections 
of metal are very ample for the loads which they have 
tocarry. "The machines will deliver their rated outputs con- 
tinuously with a very moderate rise of temperature and with- 


Fig... 8: 


out sparking. Sparkless commutation has been carefully 
studied, and the machines are rated to operate sparklessly 
with a fixed position of the brushes; they will carry an 
overload of 25 per cent. for one hour, and momentary over- 
loads of at least 50 per cent. without injury or distress. 

The makers have standardised two lines of multipolar 
generators, one series being suitable for lighting service, and 
another for traction and power work, the latter having field 
coils over-compounded, so that the potential at the terminals 
is 500 volts on open circuit, and 550 volts when the full 
load current is being supplied. 

A standard semi-enclosed multipolar type motor, rated at 
12 p.H.P. when running at 650 revolutions per minute, is 
illustrated in fig. 3. The motors are of the slotted type, 
and are constructed generally in accordance with the 
specification for the generators. 

An especially notable point in connection with these 
machines is the exceedingly low speed at which they are 


rated for their full output, this varying from 800 revolu- 
tions per minute in the smaller sizes to 400 revolutions in 
the larger. 

Nine distinct sizes have been standardised, ranging from 
2 to 50 B.H.P. All the various parts going to make the 
complete machine are constructed to jigs and templates, 
similar parts being interchangeable, so that any piece may 
be supplied immediately from stock. The semi-enclosed 
type motors will run continuously at full load with a tem- 
perature increase of 40° C. (72? F.) above that of the sur- 
rounding air, and the brushes are fixed for all loads. 

Many thousands of these machines have been supplied 
since their introduction, and they appear to give complete 
satisfaction under strenuous conditions of operation, 


In order to meet the demand for a satisfactory motor- 
starting switch, the firm have designed and perfected the 
starter, illustrated in fig. 4 ; the construction of this will 
be readily seen from the figure. These starters have several 
distinctive features about them ; the circuit is always broken 
by a main switch at a position where ample provision is 
made for a long break between easily renewable carbon con- 
tracts ; a braking and trip device is fitted in order to prevent 
the motor being started too quickly, and this can be regu- 
lated so that the machine is brought up to speed in not less 
than from 15 to 30 seconds. 

Messrs. Royce have also made a speciality of controllers 
for cranes and similar work ; the design of these is illustrated 
in fig. 5, and is similar to that used for tramcar service, and the 
various operations of starting, regulating, reversing and. 
otherwise manipulating the motors can be effected in the 
controllers. | 

Another of the firm's specialities is the manufacture of 
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electrically-driven overhead and **Goliath-" cranes, hoists, Special attention is given to the bearings, the running 
capstans, &c. In fig. 6 is illustrated one of their 25-ton friction and power required for the various motions being: 
clectrically-driven ** Goliath " cranes, similar to many which very small, and consequently giving a high efficiency and low 
have been supplied cost of working. All 
to various railway bearings are arranged’ 
companies, ship- to swivel on their 
yards, engineering centres, thus ensuring: 
works &е Тһе even distribution of 
illustration in load over the entire 
question shows Ше length of the wearing 
crane at the Mary- surface. 
lebone terminus of Thecrab side frames. 
the Great Central are constructed of 
Railway, London. stout steel plates stif- 
The span is over fened by strong angles. 
60 ft, with head The shafts and axles. 
room underneath are so arranged that. 
the girders of 21 they can be lifted out. 
ft., and the full directly, in this way 
load of 25 tons is avoiding the incon- 
arranged to be lifted venient and trouble- 
at a speed of 5 ft. some method of thread- 
per minute. Lighter ing shafts often 
loads can be moved adopted by crane 
in an inverse ratio, builders. 
a load of 5 tons The motor for the 
being raised at 25 longitudinal travelling 
ft. per minute. The motion is fixed upon 
traversing and supporting brackets 
travelling speeds are attached to the centre 
50 ft. per minute. of one of the main 
The construction girders in order to 


offers many points — equally distribute the 
of interest; the box ik propelling forces and 
girders of mild * prevent the possibility 
steel, 4 ft. 6 in. of cross-winding upon 


deep in the centre by 16 in. wide, form the framework on the rails. The cross-traversing and hoisting motors 
which the stability of the structure depends, and special ^ are mounted upon the crab. The whole of the motions 
care is taken that the weight of the crane is evenly dis- are controlled from the cabin shown in the illustration, 
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tributed over the eight longitudinal travelling wheels by where the necessary controllers and resistances are fixed. 
the use of compensating levers pivoted under the centre of Ап excellent provision embodied in this crane, 1n accord- 
each of the four uprights. ance with the general practice of crane makers, is that of an 
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automatic magnetic brake, which is combined with the hoist- 
ing motor. The act of switching off, or the interruption, from 
‘any cause, of the supply of current, without any attention on 
the part of the operator, automatically releases the brake, 
and allows it to take charge of and sustain the load in what- 
-ever position it may happen to be at the time. The weight 
of this Goliath, with .its load, is about 75 tons, and the 
design is characterised throughout by the strength and 
‘solidity of its parts, 


MACHINE TOOLS AT THE GLASGOW 
EXHIBITION. 


(IN SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF DyNaMO 
AND Мотов MANUFACTUBERS.) 


By FRED. BATHURST, A.M.LE.E. 


(Continued from page 28.) 


NEW HEXAGON TURRET LATHES, 


As we made mention of the fact that lathes of one type 
or the other were the predominant feature of the tool exhibit 


Fic. 19.—Turret LATHEH.— FRONT VIEW. 


яп the Exhibition, во we must, before concluding, refer to 
an: exhibit hitherto unmentioned. Passing into the 
‘special machinery pavilion erected by Messrs. CHAS. 
‘CHURCHILL & Co., of Leonard Street, London, E.C., in the 
North Gardens of the Exhibition grounds, we found an 
extensive display of their engineers’ and mechanics’ fine tools. 
In this pavilion alone many hours, or even days, could have 
‘been well spent in bringing oneself up to date in the detail 
improvements of every class of tool. 

Probably it would be considered that their star ” exhibit 
‘was a Warner & Swasey hexagon 
turret lathe (shown in front and back 
view by figs. 19 & 20). The class of 
work tbat can be done on this 
machine is the manufacture of 
bolts and heavy machine screws 
up to 2 in. diameter and 2 ft. long, 
-as required, for instance, for dynamo 
‘sliding rails. 

One of the special new features 
incorporated for the first time in a 
machine of this type is a roller feed 
for.the stock being worked upon. 
The stock in hand is operated by a 
small scroll chuck, which grips 
by means of the rollers, and self- 
.centres the work at the same time. 

Hitherto this type of lathe has 
only been provided with а set 
‘screw method of centring the stock, 
which not only requires time, but 
«alls also for care and exactness on 
the part of the operating machinist. This new roller feed can 
‘be operated either whilst the machine is standing still or 


running, which means that when making long bolts the 
Stock can be fed through rapidly to the desired length by 
operating the same lever which closes the chuck on to the 
stock. 

On the usual type of machine, feeding can only be accom- 
plished whilst the lathe is running, and thus the quickness 
of feed is dependent upon the speed at which the lathe is 
running. This machine, being provided with a hollow head, 
together with the extra convenience for feeding lengths of 
stock, can operate upon pieces 12 to 16 ft. long, which 
although unusual are by no means unwieldy ; this increased 
length of stock means that less time is lost in refilling the 
machine with work. К. 

When the stock is run completely out of the chuck in the 
front head of the machine (that nearest the turret) a new 
and improved device allows the gripping jaws to still retain 
their set position—that is, they do not drop down and require 
1eadjusting, as in the ordinary type of lathe. Whilst a con- 
siderable saving of time is thus effected, this new design of 
chuck has the further advantage that the variation of size 
in the stuff worked does not become a disadvantage, 
because the adjustments for variation have not to be made so 
frequently. 

In order to gain fully every advantage possible from the 
above stock-feeding arrangement, an improved form of 
turret has also been adopted, which 
has the gauging stop fixed directly 
upon it. This arrangement ensures 
the cract length of stock being fed for- 
ward upon every occasion. 

In the type of lathe at present 
known, there is always an amount of 
" play" caused by the gauge stop 
working on а lever, a constructio: 
which in itself permits a certain 
inaccuracy. On this new design 
W. & 5. hexagon turret lathe the 
most accurate work can thus be turned 
out in a minimum of time. 

As regards its power and general 
stability, a further improvement has 
been made by placing the feed rack in 
the centre of the bed, instead of ar- 
ranging it as is commonly done on the 
side. In this way the rack receives 
a true thrust, and the saddle must 
centre itself truly to the stock being worked. 

Messrs. Charles Churchill & Co. point out with noticeable 
satisfaction that the above improvements have not increased 
the first cost of the tool, and they find that manufacturers, 
knowing of the improvements effected in this class of tool, 
are giving them the preference, and are placing orders ‘with 
them. 

Another of this firm’s exhibits which must claim a short 
notice, is the Cleveland automatic screwing machine, which in 
itsoriginal design formed the pattern upon which other makers 
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Fia. 20.—Back VIEW or TURBET LATHE. 


standardised this class of machines. This new type is also 
arranged to meet variation of the stock being worked upon, 
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since all its feed plates and cams are made adjustable, a 
point which other makers have not yet had time to imitate. 

The idea of securing the central thrust upon cach turret 
tool (similarly to that referred to above) is well carried out 
on the Cleveland make of machine. It should be remarked 
that in all other automatic screwing machines the individual 
tool revolves in a horizontal plane relative to the spindle 
carrying stock, and, consequently, the &mallest give or play 
on e turret spindle tends to make the stock run out of 
trath. 

In exhibiting the planing machines made by the 
well-known firm of Gray, of Cincinnati, U.S.A., a novel 
magnetic clamping chuck is shown in operation. These 
magnetic chucks, which are arranged in the sliding work- 
table, are particularly useful for fastening down to the 
planing bed any thin work which must be planed perfectly 
true, and yet has not body or strength enough in itself to 
bear “cramping down" with the ordinary clamps. This 
magnetic chuck is made by 8. Walker & Co., of Worcester, 
Mass., U.S.A., and is already meeting with extended use in 
American machine shops, being particularly applicable to the 
pieces handled in the shop tool rooms, and those English 
firms to whom it has been introduced have immediately recog- 
nised its utility and application. 

(To be continued. ) 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 98.) 


The Edinburgh Cable Tramways.— Feile Magazine 
contains an article on the Edinburgh cable tramways, by Mr. 
Benj. Taylor, which, we think wisely, does not propose to compare 
the relative merits of cables and electricity. The Edinburgh 
cable system now covers 42 miles of track, or 21 miles of street, 
and was put down by the advice of Prof. Kennedy, as the best he 
could advise to meet the supposed :esthetic conditions of the city. 
In Edinburgh, the usual difficulty which compels a car to pass full 
speed round corners is got over by slow running auxiliary cables 
and a new type of gripper. The auxiliary cable is driven by the 
main cable. The grippers have two sets of jaws, one each side of 
the shank. Necessarily there is some delay in picking up and 
letting go the two cables as required. In all there are 484 miles of 
cables, and an engine power of 4,100 H.P., of which 2,600 нь. 
is in use, or about 15 Н.Р. per car. There are 173 cars, or there- 
abouts. The power is thus in excess of what would be required 
electrically ; this would probably average about 1,400 н.р., with a 
maximum considerably more, but the article before us gives no 
really usefulfigures in this respect. Just at present the Sunday 
running of the Edinburgh cars has directed particular attention to 
the system, which, we think, was put down from an entirely erro- 
neous idea as to the effect of thc trolley wire system on the beauties 
of Edinburgh as a city. The cable system has certain mechanical 
economies often quoted in its favour, as, for example, the saving of 
the energy of down-grade cars. But is not this obtained at a con- 
stant expenditure of energy upon the cable itself out of all propor- 
tion to the saving ? 


Erith.—At the Council meeting a letter was read from 
Mr. Baynes, clerk to the Bexley Council, stating that the Council 
had obtained powers to construct electrical tramways, and one of 
the first routes to be laid would be to Northumberland Heath. It 
was thought that Erith would like to know what Bexley was doing, 
in order tbat they might take steps, if thought desirable, to make 
connections. . 


Exeter.— The Electric Traction Committee has appointed 
a sub-committee to obtain information from other towns re motor 
busses, electric cars, and other means of passenger transit. 


Farnworth (Bolton).—Major Druitt has made the 
official inspection of the Faraworth electric trams. A number of 
cars have been bought from the British Westinghouse Company, and 
the British Insulated Wire Company have carried out the work of 
equipment. 


Gloucester.—The City Council has resolved to recom- 
mend the purebase, for £26,000, of the undertaking of the 
Gloucester Tramway Company, subject to the sanction of the Board 
of Trade, and to the grantiug by the Light Railway Commissioners 
of an order similar to that already secured by tte Tramway 
Company, which would empower the Corporation to construct 
and work an extended system of electric trams in the city and 
environs. 


Gosforth.—At the meetiug of the Gosforth Urban Dis- 
trict Council, held on the 9th iust., a report of the committee on 
two rival tramway schemes was considered. Oue was that of the 
Newcastle-on-Tyuc Corporation aud the other was that of the 
Tyneside Tramways Compauy. Ол the recommendation of a com- 


е 


mittee the Tyneside Company’s Bill was assented to by the Urban 
District Council, conditionally, und the: Newcastle Corporation’s 
Bill was disseated from. One of the points in dispute between the 
Tyneside Tramways Company and the Council is in regard to the 
question of purchase. 


Hebden Bridge.—The Hebden Bridge Urban District 
Council’s dispute with the Halifax Corporation still continues with 
respect to the side of the roadway on which the tram poles shall be 
erected. The parties have this week agreed to submit the matter to 
the Local Government Board. There is also a dispute between the 
parties with respect to the supply from Н Шах of electricity iu 
bulk. Hebden Bridge wants the cbarges reduced for the supply of 
electricity iu bulk, and the Halifax Corporation will not entertain 
the request. 


HMove.—The T.C. has resolved to provide a municipal 
system of trams ia the borough. The most strenuous opposition 
will be made to any proposal of any outside body to promote and 
work tramways. Steps are to be taken as soon as possible to pro- 
mote a Billin Parliament to provide tramways, and if thought 
desirable on further consideration, to acquire the tramways now 
working and running to Shoreham, and to work the same. 


Levenshulme.— The D.C. have resolved to apply for 
sanction toa loan of £13,000 fo: the conversion of the tramlines in 
the district to electric traction. 


Light Railways, — The Board of Trade has recently 
confirmed the following light railway orders:—Jarrow and South 
Shields Light Railways Order, 1901; Worcester and District Light 
Railways Orders, 1901 ; County of Middlesex Light Railways Order, 
1901; East Sussex Light Railway Order, 1901; Barton-upon-Irwell 
Light Railway Order, 1901; Loughborough and District Light 
Railways Order, 1901. 


Limerick.—On Thursday last week the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Irish Privy Council sat to hear an application by the 
promotera of the Limerick Electric Tramway for an Order in 
Council to authorise the undertaking. Formal evidence of the 
approval of Limerick Corporation, and that the electricity would 
not be used for other purposes, having been heard, Mr. Fraser, C.E., 
said that the tramway, which would cost £60,000, would extend over 
Bix miles. 'The matter was then allowed to stand for four months 
for further cvidence as to the financial position of the promoters 
and the necessity for iucreasing the capital. 


Liverpool.—Speaking at a public meeting lust week, 
Mr. S. W. Higginbottom, M.P., chairman of the Corporation Tram- 
ways Committee, referred to the working of the tramways during 
the past ycar. In 1897 they had in Liverpool, he said, à tramway 
mileage of 6,013,180, and they carried 38,104,084 passengers. At 
the close of 1901 they had a mileage of 10,970,063, and during the 
year they had carried 101, 108,780 passengers. Тһе receipts from 
the tramways were £468,383, an increase of £50,809 on those of the 
previous year. The Committee hoped to hand over a surplus of 
£60,000 to the Council to be used as they thought fit, but he hoped 
that before spending the money the Council would see to it that 
they built up a strong reserve to аз to ensure that their system of 
tramways would be maintained as the best ef its kind ia the world. 


London.—The Daily News says that the work of laying 
the conduit system on the Tooting and Westminster route will be 
commenced in the middle of March, and it is hoped that the new 
cars will be running in about 10 months’ time. In all probability 
operations will be started in the Southern district. A ruliig 
principl: will be that the roads through which tke coronation pro- 
cession will pase mu:t not be disturbed until after the coronation 
ceremony. ‘lhe work will be done in sections, from which the 
ordinary horse tramway traffic will be diverted until they are com- 
pleted. Generally speaking there will be no night operations. It 
is said that night work is twice as costly and balf as efficient as day 
work, and except in certain places, such as busy crossings, the whole 
of the work will be performed in the daytime. 


London — Brighton Railway. — The promoters of 
the London and Brigbton Electric Railway are stated to have 
deposited the sum of £370,000 as a guarantee that the Bill will be 
proceeded with in the ensuing s.ssion. The estimated cost is 
£7,338,403. 

Maidenhe. d.—The T.C. thinks of applying for light 
railway powers, and instructing the borough surveyor to prepare 
plats aud particulars, &e., for the construction of lines. 


Manchester,—A guard wire broke in Deansgate lust 
Saturday morning, and came iuto contact with the live wires. The 
cars were atastandstill for half an hour. 


Manchester—Liverpool.— The annual general meeting 
of the sy: dicate responsible for the promotion of the mono- railway 
between Manchester aud Liverpool was held on 14th inst. Mr. J. Н. 
Macmillan, of. Manchester, who presided, said tbat the year's delay, 
which had been causea through the very bitter opposition of the 
Tuilways, had not becu altogether a loss. It Lad enabled the pro- 
jected liue to be improved in certain respects, and more important 
thau that, the prolonged aud most minute examination of the 
Parliamentary Committees had established beyond reasonable 
question not only the ergineeriug feasibility, but the commercial 
practicability of the scheue. | 

Middlesex. — The Board of Trade have confirmed Light 
Railway Orders for Edgware, Finchley, Friern Barnet, Hendon, 
Hornsey, Kingsbury, Little Stanmore, Southgate, Tottenham, 
Wembley, Willesden, and Wood Gicen. 
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Morpeth District.—QOne of the latest schemes for north 
country tramways is that for the construction of which the 
Northern Counties Electrical Supply Company, Limited, are 
seeking power. It is proposed by the promoters to lay a tramway 
down from Morpeth to Bedlington (the terrier village), a distance 
of 72 miles, a second line from Bebside to Blyth, 33 miles, and a 
third from Ashington to Newbiggin, which is about 4j miles. 
These tramways will tap important areas in the heart of the 
Nert ll umberland colliery district, and prove an immense convenience 
to the localities. Morpeth and Bedlington, and Bebside and Blyth, 
are connected directly with each other by the railway, but that 
is not the case as regards Ashington and Newbiggin. 


Pneumatic Brakes.—It will be remembered that a 
somewhat serious accident recently occurred with a runaway car in 
the Potteries district. Since the accident the patent pneumatic 
slipper brake of Messrs. Hewitt & Rhodes, of Manchester, has been 
fitted to the car, and on Friday, the 3rd inst., the brakes were 
tested on the same hill on which the accident occurred. The car 
was taken to the top of the incline, and full speed applied by means 
of a controller to the car, until it attained a speed of about 25 
miles per hour on an incline of 1 in 14; on the H. & R. slipper 
brake being applied, the car was brought up in two lengths of 
itself. General satisfaction was expressed by the officials of the 
company who were present ut this severe test. 


Ramsgate.—Extensions of the electric tramway system 


are contemplated, and by next season the service will probably be 
considerably augmented. 


Sale.—A letter has been sent to the U.D.C. by the 
Manchester Suburban and Electric Tramway Company stating tbat 
they propose to construct a tramway from Sale to Stalybridge, and 
are about to make application for Parliamentary powers. 


Scalp and Enniskerry Tramways.—The application 
to the Privy Council for the promotion of this line was made last 
week, and petitions against it were lodged by the Dublin, Wicklow 
and Wexford Railway, and the Bray and Enniskerry Railway. For 
the promoters it was stated that the intended line was to be run 
from Dublin, through the Pembroke Township and Dublin County 
to the point near The Scalp, where it would pass into the 
со. Wicklow. The Bray Urban Council have signified their approval 
of the project, subject to certain conditions. The Bray and Ennis- 
kerry Railway Company obtained an Act of Parliament in 1891, but 
had only completed one mile of the line. The promoters of the 
projected line purpose raising £200,000 to build it. The Lord 
Cbancellor, after hearing the various sides, said that taking into 
vousideration the objections of the Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford 
Railway, he thought it would be necessary to again consider the 
scheme as а whole. 


Sedgley.—On Wednesday last week the British Electric 
Traction Company opened their new electric line from Sedgley to 
the Fighting Cocks, a 20 minutes’ service. The opening of the line, 
which was inspected by the Buard of Trade three mouths ago, has 
given great satisfaction to the public, and the cars have been largely 
patronised. The delay in working the line arose through a dispute 
with the Post Office authorities respecting the telegraph wires. 


South Shields.—The general chaos which exists at 
South Shields in respect to the trums bas been slightly intensified 
by the ballot, the result of which was made known on Thur day 
night (9th inst.). The position, so far as one is able to grasp it, is 
something like this. Some years ago the tramways in that borough 
were leased to the British Electric Traction Company, Limited, 
which company no doubt took them up with the iden of converting 
them into electric trams at the earliest opportunity. This lease 
expires in 1905. In March, 1898, the company attempted to 
negotiate with the Corporation of the borough with a view to the 
immediate clectrification of the existing tramways and the con- 
struction of new routes, but to these proposals no definite answer 
was ever given. Meanwhile matters have become more involved. 
The British Electric Traction Company, Limited, obtained powers for 
the construction of the Jarrow and South Shields Light Railway, and 
these tramways for such they are practically) are empowered to run 
into the very heart of South Shields, to the end of Fowler Strect. 
Recently, as will be remembered, the British Electric Traction 
Company applied for powers to construct a light railway from 
Sunderland to South Shields, and this line would terminate at the 
end of Fowler Street, meeting the first-mentioned line at right 
angles. The latter powers have not yet been granted, but the 
company are now carrying their appeal for powers to Parliament, 
and the Bill will come up during the present session. Meanwhile the 
Town Council prepared a Bill and sought to obtain formal sanction of 
the burgesses to its promotion. At the town’s meeting held for that 
purpose a poll was demanded, with the result that the Bill was 
rejected by the people by a majority of 226 votes. The position at 
present is that the Corporation (who by their Bill sought powers to 
construct and to work or lease the trams) cannot go on with their 
Bill, they have formally opposed the scheme of the British Electric 
Company, and municipally matters are at a standstill. The 
interesting character of the struggle is intensified by the fact that if 
the British Electric Traction Company carry their Bill for the 
South Shields and Sunderland Light Railway they will have 
running powers over two-thirds of the present system. 


Swindon.—The special sub-committee have conferred 
with Mr. Lacey (of Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Billar) with 
regard to the construction of the tramways. It appearcd that 
under the Tramways Act, 1870, the tramways are to be constructed 
within a period of two years from the date of the contirmation of 
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the Provisional Order. This date із August 9th, 1901, so that the 
tramways should be completed and open for traffic by August 9th, 
1903. The sub-committee, however, considered that it was of the 
greatest importance that the tramways should be ready for traffic 
as soon as the electricity generating plant was at work. They 
recommended, therefore, that it be an instruction to the engineera to 
revise their Parliamentary estimates for tramways Nos. 1 and 2 
authorised by the Provisional Order, with a view to the 
construction of these tramways being proceeded with 
in accordance with the resolution of the Corporation of 
June 5th, 1900, and to make provision in these estimates 
for complying with the requirements of the Board of Trade with 
regard to canal bridges. In order to avoid delay, it was recom- 
mended that immcdiate application be made to the Board of Trade 
for the necessary borrowing powers. The report of the sub-com- 
mittee was adopted. 

Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar reported on the tenders for the 
supply and delivery of threc Lancashire boilers, &c., water-cooler, 
and travelling crane, for the generating station, and it was resolved 
that the tender of Mesars. Carter & Sons, Stalybridge, be accepted 
for three Lancashire boilers at £6,667; and the tender of Messrs.. 
Couper, Swarz & Co., Liverpool, be accepted for a water-cooler at 
£535, and that of Messrs. Carrick & Ritchie, Edinburgh, for a 
travelling crane at £2365. 


Wolveihampton.— Our local correspondent sends us the 
following :—'' At the meeting of the Town Council on Monday, the 
following resolution was passed: — That subject to the consent of 
the Lorain Steel Company being obtained, the Tramways Committee 
be, and they are hereby, empowered to give notice to the company, 
as provided by Clause 8 of the contract between the Corporation 
and the company, to proceed with the equipment of the whole of 
the remainder of the route mentioned in the said clause as soon as 
the Board of Trade's approval of the system, construction of track, 
and general working bas been obtained, notwitstanding that the 
period mentioned in the said clause may not have expired.’ This 
means that, so far as the Town Council are concerned, the members 
consider the Lorain surface contact system of electric traction 
to be a success, and that therefore to expedite the work 
of completing the new tramway service, they are desirous 
now to equip the remainder of the route, even though 
the 30 days’ test under working commercial conditions has 
not been applied to the experimental mile on the Bilston Road. 
This mile was officially inspected on Tuesday by Colonel Yorke, 
with whom was Mr. Trotter, on bchalf of the Board of Trade. 
There were also present Alderman C. T. Mander (chairman of the 
Tramways Committec), Mr. Brown (the inventor of the Lorain 
system), Mr. Whitmore (of the Lorain Company), Mr. Green (the 
borough surveyor), and & number of officials. A single and double- 
decker car were run up and down the line, every point of detail in 
connection with the track, as well as the electric equipment, being 
minutely examined. The skate underneath the cara left a mark 
on each of the stud-boxes, thus showing the effectiveness of 
the electric contact; and a big crowd of people, including 
many labourers in hob-nailed boots, walked on the studs without 
being subjected to the slightest shock. As a result of the inspec- 
tion, Col. Yorke has intimated his willingness to give a certificate 
to run the cars on the experimental mile at once." 

An arrangement has now been concluded between the Corpora- 
tion and the British Electric Traction Company whereby, when the 
Corporation tramway lines are ready, communication with the out- 
lying districts of Sedgley, Bilston, and Willenhall— which was 
broken off when the Corporation purchased the tramways—will be 
restored. 


Twickenham.—The Richmond and Twickenham Times 
last Saturday contained a three-column report of the special U.D.C. 
meeting the previous evening, when tramway matters were dis- 
cussed. The chief points arose on details of widening, interlaced 
lines, and the use of the wood paving, all of which were amicably 
arranged, and in a manner likely to be assented to by the L.U.T. 
The London United Company's service main for the Richmond and 
Hampton Court line has been laid through Twickenham, except at 
points where scheduled property has not yct been acquired. 


Wigan.—We stated recently that Mr. Slevin had been 
appointed manager, and Mr. Dewse secretary to the Corporation 
tramways department. "This, we learn, is incorrect. Mr. Dewsc 
has been appointed accountant to the electric light and tramways 
department, and Mr. Slevin traffic manager. Mr. Collings Bishop 
has always been engineer and general manager to both departments. 

Last Saturday the Corporation confirmed the agreement for the 
purchase of the Wigan Tramways Company's undertaking for 
£45,000. | - 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Durban Telephones.— The Town Council has given 
notice to the local Telephone Company that in terms of law, the 
company's undertaking will be taken over by the Corporation in 
three months’ time. The value will be fixed by arbitration. 


Glasgow Telephone System.— The Glasgow Corpora- 
tion have agreed to apply for further powers to borrow an additional 
£100,000 for further extensions to the telephone system. Ata 
recent meeting it was stated that they had 6,000 subscribers on 
the books, of whom 3,012 were now connected up. The chairman 
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of committee stated that the financial aspect of the department 
was catisfactory, and that convincing details regarding this would 
be published in June. 

The Corporation have had to apologise to the Burgh of Govan on 
account of the telephone department workmen lifting the streets 
in that burgh without the burgh surveyor's permission. 


Telegraphic Breakdowns.— In connection with the 
telegraphic breakdowns which occurred in November and December, 
catting off Scotland entirely from London and the English Mid- 
lands, the Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce and the Glasgow 
Cbamber of Commerce have arranged to send a deputation to the 
Postmaster-General to urge the adoption of underground tele- 
graphic communication. The Glasgow Chamber stated that the 
recent breakdown had cost the Post Office a quarter of a million 
outside the loss to commercial interests, and that the breakdown a 
year ago cost £100,000. It is suggested that a cable be laid from 
the Thames to the Firth of Forth, with connections for Glasgow 
and Edinbargh. A cable of this character, it was stated, would 
cost £110,000 to lay. At the present rate of laying underground 
wires, as ‘between London and Birmingham, it will be 10 years 
before Scotland is reached. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 

CABLES. INTERRUPTED. REPAIRED. 
Para-Maranham ж. ee .. March 1, 1900 
Mole St. Nicholas- Port au Prince <a ae 
Coro-Maracaibo (Venez.) sis .. Jan. '8, 1902 

LAXDLINES:— 

^ Via Hanekin " on Persian territory . Feb. 24, 1900 .. T 
Communication with Ang and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 as 
Cap Haitien-Port au Prince . $e Р . Jan. 14, 1902 .. 


The Telegraphic Wire Export Trade.—<As_ usual, 
December proved a quiet month as regards the exports of telegraph 
wire and apparatus connected therewith from this country, the 
shipments attaining a value of only £37,572, as compared with 
4 272,764 in November last, and £39, 166 in December, 1900. Taking 
last year as a whole, it proved to be one of the most active, if not, 
їп fact, the busiest ever recorded in this branch of industry, the 
exports during the 12 months attaining a value of no less than 
£3,176,175, as agaiust £2,801,401 in 1900. 


Trunk Telephones in Ireland.—The Postmaster- 
General, in replying to a memorial of the Association of Chambers 
of Commerce relative to the development of the telephone system 
in the South of Ireland, says he has caused inquiry to be made as to 
the probable cost of providing telephonic communication between 
Cork and Youghal, Mallow, Killarney, Fermoy, Dungarvan, and 
Waterford. Не regrete, says the Times, that the cost would be too 
considerable to justify him in recommending the case to the 
Treasury unless a guarantee were forthcoming in respect of revenue 
from calls passing over the circuits. After naming the annual 
guarantee on a seven years' agreement, the Postmaster-General says 
that if guarantees are forthcoming he will be prepared to provide 
local connections to subscribers’ premises at an annual charge of 
£7 10&, under a three years' lease, for circuits within a radius of 
half a mile from the post office, with an additional charge of 25s. for 
each quarter-mile, or part thereof, beyond the radius. Subscribers 
at these rates would be entitled to communicate over the trunk wires, 
on payment of the appropriate fee, with subscribers of the Post 
Office, the National Telephone Company, and other licensees in all 
towns of the United Kingdom connected with the trunk wire 
system. It would not, however, be practicable to afford inter- 
communication between the subscribers of the Post Office and the 
National Telephone Company situated in the same exchange area. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—A scientific contributor to the 
Paris Figaro —M. Emile Gautier—says the Evening Standard of 
Wednesday, dealing with the question of wireless telegraphy and 
the Marconi experiments, reaches the conclusion that neither to-day 
nor to-morrow will it be found that submarine cables have outlived 
their usefulness. It required, as it is recalled, some 30 years for 
the telephone to emerge from what may be called the toy-stige, and 
establixh its claims to practical utility and commercial value. 
Similarly, it may be forecasted, as the writer in the /'"/garo points 
out, that years will elapse and decades pass by before wireless 
telegraphy and aerial navigation are developed to thc point necded 
to class them with inventions of real utility. But in the meantime 
the progress made in these branches of science will be followed 
step by step with genuine interest by retlecting men. 


Wireless Telegraphy in the Italian Fleet,—The 
Italian fleet in the Mediterranean last month commenced experi- 
ments in wireless telegraphy on Marconi's system, near Gaeta. To 
the fleet has been added the torpedo boat N. 75 S., which has been 
titted up with the apparatus required for the experiments. 


CONTRACT8 OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking Town.—January 24th. 
plant for the Council's electricity works. 
December 20th. 


Additional generating 
See “ Official Notices ” 
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Cables, roadwork, conduits, 


Belfast.—January 17th. 
See “ Official Notices " January 


&c., for the Electrica] Committee. 
3rd. 


Belgium.—February 15th. Proposals are being invited 
by the municipal authorities of Lourain for the lighting of the 
public streets by electricity or gas. 


Belgium.—March 1st. The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are inviting tenders until the March 1st, 1902, for the . 
concession for an electric lighting installation. See our “ Official 
Notices " January 3rd. 


Blackburn.—January 27th. Engineering stores for the 
electricity and tramway departments for one year; also oils and 
greases for ditto. See '' Official Notices " to-day. 


Bootle.—For wiring public baths, library, &c., in Marsh 
Lane, Bootle. Specifications, &c., from Borough Electricity Works, 
Pine Grove (one guinea). 


Cardiff.—January 22nd. Two 1,600-ru.P. vertical 
engines, and two 900-Kw. generators for the Tramways Committee. 
See '' Official Notices" January 10th. 


Egypt.—January 18th. Electric lighting of Suez and 
Damanhour. Particulars from the Minister of Public Works, Cairo. 


Fulham.— January 27th. Twenty 50-Kw. transformers, 
mains, conduits, lamp-posts and street boxes. See “ Official 
Notices" January 10th. 


Glasgow.—January 17th. Overhead tramway equip- 
ment (material, poles and fittings), for the Corporation. See 
* Official Notices " January 10th. 


Grimsby.—January 20th. Steam dynamos, switchboard 
extensions, battery, condenser, piping, water-tube boiler for elec- 
tricity works. See Official Notices“ December 27th. 


Hartlepool.—January 25th. Buildings, marine boilcrs, 
engines and dynamos, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, columns, 
mains, and cranes, for electricity supply works for the Corporation. 
See “ Official Notices " January 3rd. 


Hunslet.—January 21st. Electrical equipment of the 
new workhouse and infirmary at Bothwell Haigh for the Guardians. 
See “ Official Notices " January 3rd. 


Hford.—January 27th. Rail-bonds, .conduits, draw- 
boxes, &c., for the U.D.C. кшн Sec “Official Notices“ 
January 10th. 


Lancaster.—January 23rd. 200 and 300 kw. steam 
dynamos, boilers, switchboard and crane, for the Corporation. See 
* Official Notices" January 10th. 


Llanelly.—January 20th. The Harbour Commissioners 
want tenders for electric lighting plant for the new dock at 
Llanelly. 25-E.H.P. engine and dynamo; 16 arc lamps and 30 
incandescents (16-c.P. and 32-с.р.). Specifications (103. 6d.) from 
Mr. J. V. Stewart, Harbour Offices, Llanelly. 


L.C.C.—January 28th. The L.C.C. is in the market 
for about 3,250 tons of track rails; 1,850 tons of slot rails; 
670 tons of conductor tce rails; fishplates, bolts, nuts, &c., required 
in connection with the reconstruetion of tramways for electric 
traction. Specifications, &c., at the County Hall, Spring Gardens, 
S.W., upon payment of £2. 


Manchester.—January 18th. The Tramways Com- 
mittee wants tenders for the supply of overhead equipment, tools, 
&c. 

Manchester.—January 21st. Three-phase switchboards, 
exciter and auxiliary ditto, three-phase boards for sub-stations, low 
tension boards at sub-stations at the Stuart Street generating 
station. See “ Official Notices" December 20th. 


Manchester.—January 28th. Coal and ash elevating 
and conveying plant for the Stuart Strect generating station of the 
Corporation. See Official Notices" to-day. 


Middlesbrough.—January 21st. 300-Kw. engine and 
dynamo, switchboard panels, ejector condenser, feed pump and 
economiser for the electricity works. See “ Official Notices” 
December 20th. 


Middleton.—January 21st. The Corporation invites 
tenders for the supply of clectricity mcters. 


Rochdale.— February — 2nd. Lighting switchboard 
extensions for the Corporation. See ''Oflicial Notices to-day. 


Rockhampton (Australia),—March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 

cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. кее 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


St. Pancras.—January 17th. Engines, dynamos, con- 
densers, piping, boilers, pumps, &c., for the Borough Council. See 
* Official Notices" January 3rd. 
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South Africa.— Tenders are invited for the erection of 
new power houses and offices at Claremont and Wynberg for the 
Cape Peninsula Lighting Company, Limited. Applications to be 
ues to H. T. Jones, Architect, 12, Short Market Street, Cape 

own. 

South Lancashire.—. January 29th. Two-phase motor- 
generators, boosters, and batteries for the S.L.E.T. and Power 
Company. See ‘ Official Notices " January 10th. 


Spain.—January 26th. The municipal authorities of 
Sahagun (province of Leon) are inviting tenders until the 26th 
inst., for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during 
& period of 20 years. Particulars may be obtained from, and ten- 
ders are to be sent to, El Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Sahagun 
(Leon). 

Spain.—January 27th. Tenders are being invited by 
the Spanish Ministry of Public Works in Madrid until the 27th inst., 
for the concession for the construction and working of an electric 
tramway between Tolosa and San Sebastian (Guipuzcoa province). 
Tenders аге to be sent to El Ministerio de Obras Publicas, Madrid, 
whence part iculars may be obtained. 

Sunderland.—February 6th. 10 double and four single- 
deck car bodies, trucks, &c. See '' Official Notices " to-day. 

Walsall.—January 31st. One each 500-H.p. and 25- 
H.P. high speed engines, and 350-kw. and 16 kw. dynamos for the 
electricity department. See ''Official Notices " to-day. 

Warrington.—January 28th. Feeder cables for Cor- 
poration tramways. See '' Official Notices " to-day. 

West Bromwich.—January 17th. Rails, points, cross- 
ings, drain rails, road work, bonding, trolley poles, overhead line 
work, section boxes, cables, &c, for electric tramways for the 
Council See ' Official Notices" December 20th. 

West Bromwich.—January 29th. Boilers, dynamos, 
booster, switchboards, condenser, &c. See "Official Notices " 
January 10th. 


CLOSED. 
Bradford.—The City Council has accepted the offer of 


Estler Bros, Limited, to supply 20 panels for section boxes at 
£13 13s. per panel, and the offer of Hadfield's Steel Company, 
Limited, of Hecla Works, Sheffield, to supply the manganese steel 
rail joints and crossings required at the junction of the Manchester 
Road and Leeds Road lines for the sum of £855 10s, TheCity Council 
has determined that the whole of the Bradford cars shall be fitted 
with the British Electric Car Company's patent destination 
indicators at an estimated cost of £5 per car. 


Deusbury.— The following ів а list of tenders sent in for 
two 100-kw. dynamos for the Dewsbury Corporation Electricity 
Department :— 


Price for Price for | 


Maker's name. two new spare | Total. 
е ше 

— Mai - — — | —— 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. .. ee (accepted) | 4625 £182 £757 
T. W. Broadbent on nn dis 2% zs 658 146 404 
Union Electric Со, . T << Si ET 667 140 807 
Lancashire Dynamo Co. А 715 156 871 
British Schuckert Coo. %0 175 "35 
International Electric Co. .. #5 ys V | 770 170 940 
Royce, Limited - si өзө d T 760 210 970 
Johnson Lundell Co. 20s 6 e 793 | de | 98 
Thames Ironworks Co. vs А еа ы тон 210 1.008 
Crompton & Co., Ltd. bs juod 846 180 1.026 
Mather & Platt.. 850 178 1,028 
Bertram Thomas 871 158 1,029 
A. Hirst & Воп Ltd. 850 180 1,030 
Greenwood & Batley ed 908 125 | 1,033 
Electric Construction Co.. | Sot 140 1,031 
Lahmeyer Electrical Co. T x . 815 205 1.050 
Brush Electrical Engineering Co. а ЕР 8&0 174 1,054 
Bruce Peebles * Co. ee oe oe ee 900 175 1,075 
Sunderland Forge Co. T 986 130 1,116 
Thomas Parker, Ltd. vs 919 198 1,117 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. as 1,010 210 1,220 
Electro-Motor and Dynamo Co.“ 1,040 180 1,220 
Clayton Engineering Co. .. m T 1.042 195 1.237 
Phoenix Dynamo Со... m Я e| 1,120 | 210 1,330 


Not to specitication. 


France.— The French Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs 
in Paris has just given out contracts as follows :—25 kilomctres of 
submarine cable core, tbe India-Rubberand Gutta-Percha Company, of 
Persan— Beaumont (Seine et Oise}, at 24,375 fr.; 60 kilometres 
ditto, M. Grammont, of Pont de Chery (Isére), at 68,700 fr. ; and 
GO kilometres ditto, La Société des Telephones, of Paris, at 77,400 
fr.; 30 tons of iron wire, 8 mm. diameter, Les Forges de Franche 
Comté, of Besarcon, at 8,490 fr.; and 30 tons ditto, La Société 
Metallurgique de Gorcy (Meurthe et Morselle) at 8,070 fr. 


Hammersmith.—The Borough Council has accepted 
the tender sent in by Callender's Cable Company, for supplying 
cables, &c., for electric light mains in the borough, at £5,422. De 
tender of Messrs. Watson, Gow & Co. was accepted for the ири! о! 
100 tons of Q-iach cast-iron pipes (£5 12s. 0d. per ton) for the 
clectric light mains, and about two tons of special castings 
(613 12s. 6d. per ton'. Tbe Council чо accepted the tender of 
Mr. К. Fox, Limehouse, E., for copper lining of the condenser tank, 
the amount of the tender being 454. 


Leigh.—The tender of Mr. Bertram Thomas for the 
addition of two feeder and one dynamo panels to the main switch- 
board at the Corporation Electricity Works (£259), has been 
accepted. 


Manchester.— The Hart Accumulator Company, 
Limited, has recently secured the contract from the Guardians of 
Chorlton Union, Manchester, for renewing «battery of 110 cells, 
installed at Btyal Cottage Homes. It has also obtained an order 
for the 110-cell battery required at Salford Cottage Homes. 


Newport (Mon.).—Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co. have 
written to the Corporation with reference to their tender for over- 
head construction for the Councils new electric tramways, which 
was accepted, subject to tbe Corporation having the option of 
extending the contract so that any extensions of the tramway 
should be dealt with under the same. Messrs. Glover say they are 
unable to give an open option, as they could not guard themselves 
against the fluctuations of the market, and the Corporation have 
decided to waive the clause dealing with the point in question. 


Stoke Newington.— The British "Thomson-Houston 
Company, Limited, have secured a contract for the supply of 
ampere-hour meters, wattmeters and house service cut-outs for the 
Borough of Stoke Newington. 


Swindon.—Some details of accepted tenders appear in 
our “ Traction Notes." 


Wakefield.—The West Ridiny County Council has 


approved of the acceptance of the tender of the Walsall Electrical 
Company, of Liverpool, for the installatiou of the electric light in 
the new Storthes Hall Asylum, which is in course of erection. The 
amount of the tender was £5,100, and this was the lowest tender 
submitted. 


Walsall.—The Tramways Committee recommended, and 
the Council accepted, the following tenders :— 


Callender's Cable Company, high tension cable and tramway feeders. 

National Electric Wiring Company, overhead tramway work (sub-contractor 
for pole , J. Russell & Sons, Limited), 

Thoinas Parker, Limited, transformers, switchgear, &c., £1,566. 

T. Tildesley, tramway transformer sub-station, £899 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, January 17th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Students’ meeting. Lecture: “The Theory of Heat- 
Engiaes,” by Captain Н. Riall Sankey, К.Е. (Ret.), 
M.Inst.C.E. 

Monday, January 20th.—4At 3 p.m. Anderton's Hotel, Е.С. Meet- 
ing of electrical manufacturers and contractors, 
arranged by the London Electrical Contractors’ Asso- 
ciation. See Notes " columns to-day. 

Tuesday, January 21st.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Ordinary meeting. Paper to be further discussed :— 

American Workshop Methods in Steel Construction,” 
by Henry Bridges Molesworth, M.Inst.C.E. | 

Wednesday, January 22nd.—Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Birmingham Section). Paper on “Surface Contact 
Systems of Electric Traction," by W. Kingsland. 

Thursday, January 23rd.—At 8.0 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting at the Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers, Great George Street, Westminster. Paper on 
„Earth Currents Derived from Distributing Systems,“ 
by E. D. Wedmore. 

Instead of January 16th. At 7.30 p.m. Institution of 
Electrical Engineers (Dublin Section) will mect at 
the Royal College of Science, Stephen's Green. 
Paper: Notes on Inductive Circuits,” by W. Brew. 

Saturday, January 25th.— At 6.30 for 7 p.m. Institution of Junior 
Engineers. Seventeenth anniversary dinner at the 
Hotel Cecil, the president, Sir John Jackson, F. R. S. E., 
in the chair. 

At 10.0 am. Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Students' Section). Visit to the works of the India- 
Rubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Company, 
Limited, Silvertown. 


THE CRAWFORD-VOELKER LAMP. 


WE have pleasure in announcing that tbe proprietor of the 
Crawford-Voelker patents has consented to provide us with 
a quantity of these lamps, in accordance with our proposal, 
for the purpose of making a thorough test of their life and 
etticiency. Full particulars of the arrangements for 1 
out the tests, and of the results obtained, will be publishe 
in our columns upon their completion. In the meantime, 
we propose to refrain from further comment on previous 
tests, Kc. We hardly need add, that if the tests confirm the 
qualities claimed for these lamps, we shall be among the 
first to congratulate both the inventors and the electrical 
industry in general upon a decided step in advance. 
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NOTES. 


Parliamentary.—On Saturday next, January 18th, the 
Examiner willsit to see if Standing Orders have been complied 
with with respect to the private Bills for Session 1902. Tbirty- five 
Bills are ordered to be taken at the first sitting, and they include 
the Cornwall Electric Power Bill, the North-West London Railway, 
the Bradford Corporation Bill, Leicester Corporation, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne Corporation Tramways Extension, London County Council 
(Tramways and Improvements), Preston Corporation, Brompton and 
Piccadilly Circus Railway (new lines and extensions), Northumber- 
land Electric Tramways (Morpeth to Bedlington, Bebside to Blytb, 
and Ashington to Newbiggin), the London and Brighton Electric 


Railway, Manchester Corporation, Charing Cross, Euston апа ` 


Hampstead Railway (No. 3), City and North-East Suburban 
Railway (No. 2), Birkenhead Railway, and Donegal Railway 

Of these, memorials have been presented alleging non-compliance 
with standing orders, against the following:—London County 
Council (Tramways), by the Borough Council of Wandsworth ; 
Northumberland Electric Tramways, by Richard Guy Lindsay ; the 
London and Brighton Electric Railway, by the London and 
South-Western Railway, the South-Eastern Railway, the London, 
Brighton and South Coast Railway, W. Davies and others, Charles 
Spencer and others; Frank Appleby and others; and Henrietta 
Monteforre and others; the Birkenhead Corporation Bill, by Edwin 
Milnes and others. 

Memorials have also been received alleging non-compliance with 
standing orders in respect of the following Bills :—Scuth Shields, 
Sanderland and District Tramways, by the Corporation of South 
Shields; the London United Electric Railways, by Б. J. Walker; 
the North Ormesby, South Bank and Grangetown Tramways, by the 
Imperial Tramways Company; Torquay and Paignton Tramways, 
by the Corporation of Torquay ; the Croydon and District Electric 
Tramways, by the Croydon Corporation, the Croydon Rural District 
Council, the London County Council and the Urban District Council 
of Beckenham; Scarborough Tramways, by the Corporation of 
Scarborough ; the Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Company 
(new lines and extensions), by 8. Whittlestone and С. Н. Billing ; 
the London United Tramways, by the London County Council, the 
Urban District Council of Wimbledon, the Chelsea Waterworks 
Company, the Corporation of Richmond, the Urban District Council 
of Barnes, and the Croydon Rural District Council; the Saddle- 
worth, Springhead and Lees Tramways, by the Urban District 
Council of Lees. 


Electrical Standardising, Testing and Training 
Institution.— As the result of the recent scholarship examination, 
the Board of Control of this Institution have made the following 
awards :— 

To Alfred Thomas Morris, of Bedford Modern School, a Maxwell Scholar- 

sbip, value 50 guineas, tenable for two years. 

To William VERAM Chubb, of Dunheved College, Launceston, an 

Exhibition, value 80 guiness, tenable for two years. 

To Alban Cecil Whish, of Hillmartin College, an Exhibition, value 20 

guineas, tenable for two years. 

To Herbert William Swann, a Special Prize of 15 guineas. 

To Eustac Blackburne Ritsen, of Shrewsbury Public School, a Special 

Prize of 10 guineas. 


High Speed Engines. — Mr. Dale’s second article 
in Feilden's Magazine deals almost wholly with what may be termed 


the line of parts, especially in reference to their strength in resist- - 


ing inertia forces. He specially enforces uniformity of strength 
throughout, and the reduction of section of bolts below the core 
diameters of the threaded end, either by turning down the bolt, or 
by drilling it from the head end, if it must be parallel externally. 
He calculates the strength of parts by the familiar rule of centri- 
fugal force = 0 00034 w в м?, where w is the weight, в the radius 
of the crank in inches, and х the revolutions per minute, and he 
takes the limit of elasticity, very properly, as the basis of resilience 
of the material, and shows that high revolution engines are, or easily 
can be, safe. The article is somewhat involved, curiously punc- 
tuated, and marred by incorrect prepositions and ambiguities. 


The Breakage of Shafts at Critical Speeds.—The 
discussion on the paper by Messrs. Lamb and Frith, to which we 
referred in our January 3rd issue, did not evoke a discussion very 
much to the point. Mr. M. Longridge referred to the oscillations 
of the old-fashioned long-spring steam engine indicators, and said 
that no one ever thought of calculating these, though, of course, 
they were so obviously due to inertia, and not to pulsation of the 
steam, and he drew a comparison favourable to present practice, 
which calculated the more occult vibrations in a crankshaft. While 
he thought that fractures of crankshafts were very probably trace- 
able sometimes to the causes indicated, he wished to point out the 
scrious fault committed by some high-speed engine makcrs in 
actually cutting screw threads on dynamo sbafts. He had known such 
a shaft to break at the thread of a little oiling ring. Dr. Hopkinson 
thought that possibly the groaning of armatures at certain speeds 
might be traced to some such cause as dealt with in the paper. Mr. 
Earle, obeerving that the effects discussed could not occur in abso- 
lately rigid shafts, thought it satisfactory to know that the trouble 
could be removed by slightly varying the shaft diameter; but he 
asked what of the oscillation by which armatures got loose on their 
keys. Mr. Lange observed that the subject pointed to the necessity 
of perfect balancing of turning effort, but we fail to sce that this 
would have much effect, and it was not clear if turning effort or 
mass balance was intended. Another speaker supported him, and 
appeared to refer to balance of revolving masses. There are few 


parts of machinery where material is worse placed to withstand 
stress than in the form of a revolving shaft. Much of the shaft has 
so slow a movement, that its power to do work is very small. Hence 
the very slight loss of even theoretical strength by boring out the 
centre of a shaft. Then a shaft has to act as a beam against bend- 
ing stresses, and a round beam is a badly designed structure. The 
length of a shaft exposed to torsion allowa quite a wide angular 
displacement to occur, and long shafts are to be calculated on 
grounds of stiffness. For a shaft to carry load as a beam, it must be 
of large diameter. If large, it introduces bearing friction. Hence 
the importance of keeping shafts as short as possible when loaded, 
so that they may not bead. Such a shaft needs to be of approxi- 
mately parabolic form in order to reduce the middledeflection. A case 
has been knowa where two rope pulleys side by side оп asbaft have 
touched each other above and have been quite separated below owing 
to bending. One of the best. designs of engine to overcome shaft 
troubles is the straight line engine of Prof. John Sweet, who simply 
used two fly-wheels and joined them by a short stiff crankpin. 
There was a crankshaft, but it carried no torsivo stress. The 
system was only applicable to a specialclass of engine. A difficulty 
with crankshafts is that one cannot place them in a position of 
maximum stress and hold them there. Could this be done they 
would never oscillate, for the maximum stress would not move 
them beyond the fixed position. The bolts in a cylinder cover do 
not break from oscillatory stress, because they are first screwed up 
beyond the maximum stress due to steam pressure, and when the 
steam pressure is admitted to the cylinder it has no effect whatever 
on the bolts. Its only effect is to reduce the pressure between the 
cylinder cover and cylinder end. Similarly with a bridge. This 
may be loaded with a maximum load and anchored down to its 
maximum deflection. It is then safe against impact stresses, and 
many a weak bridge might be made safe could it only be anchored 
down to the extent of its maximum deflection to the rocks below. 
The fortuitous coincidence of the period of vibration of a bridge 
with the time of passage of a locomotive and the effect of tbe un- 
balancéd action of the wheels has been observed to have bad effects, 
especially where the wheel circumference has coincided with the 
panel length of the bridge. In course of years these fortuitous 
coincidences happen in all kinds of machinery, and are probably a 
contributing redson to the greater solidity of the structures of an 
old established industry thau of a mushroom industry that has not 
been going long enough to have experienced a sufficient number of 
convincing failures. The gradual increase of weight and sections 
in American constructional work generally bears out this suggestion. 


Personal.— Early in December Sir Charles Todd, Deputy- 
Postmaster-General, completed sixty years of continuous work in 
the Imperial and South Australian services, fourteen years having 
been spent iu the Greenwich and Cambridge Observatories and the 
remainder in South Australia. The heads of the various depart- 
ments in connection with the Post and Telegraph service met to 
congratulate Sir Charles upon his long and distinguished career. 
His Excellency the Governor Lord Tennyson sent the following 
message :—'' My heartiest congratulations on your sixtieth official 
birthday." The following cablegram was received by Sir Charles 
Todd from the London manager of the Eastern Extension Telegraph 
Company: — Chairman of the Board and executive officials offer 
you their heartiest congratulations on your completion of sixty 
years’ service in the cause of science and progress, and trust you 
may long be spared to continue y« ur useful labours.” 

Mr. W. H. Flood, who has been in charge of the electrical 
engineering department of the Thames Ironworks, Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Company, Limited, for the past year, has now been 
formally appointed manager by the directors. 

Mr. Е. R. Thackrah has resigned the position of head draughtsman 
to Messrs. Laurence, Scott & Company. The staff presented him 
with a solid silver cigar case and a cigarette case. 

Mr. A. G. Bayfield has vacated the post of manager to Messrs. 
A. E. Bennett & Co., of Streatham, aud Mr. S. О. Hoad has been 
appointed in his place. 


Lectures.—Three courses of lectures on railway subjects 
are to be delivered at the London School of Economics and 
Politica] Science (University of London). One of the courses of six 
lectures is to be delivered by Mr. Lynden Macassey, B.A, L. L. B., 
on Mondays at 6.15 p.m, beginning February lOth, on “ Electric 
Traction on Railways." The lecturer will show the necessity, in 
many cases, for improvement in mot.ve power ou railways; the 
peculiar advantages of and economy resulting from electric traction, 
and conditions most favourable for its adoption; the various 
Systems of electric traction, their individual advantages and 
limitations; the extent to which electric traction has been adopted 
on the railways of the world, and, so far as is possible to ascertain, 
the results obtained thereby. 

Professor 8. A. Fleming gave the sixth aud last of his Royal 
Institution Christmas lectures on “ Waves and Ripples” on 9th 
inst., when he dealt with electric waves in the ether. 

Ata meeting of the Institute of Civil Engineers (Ireland), in 
Dublin, on Wednesday last week, an interesting paper on “ Supply 
of Electrical Energy in Cities” was read by Mr. Mark Ruddle. 
The paper concluded with a sketch of the installation at present 
being laid down in Dublin. 


Tramway Plant for Sale,— The Bristol Tramways 
and Carriage Company are offering for sale as a whole the complete 
electrical and other plant employed at their St. Gcorge suburban 
power station, which they arc now closing down, as the new central 
power station is completed, 
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Liverpool Laboratory for Electrotechnics.—Prin- 
cipal A. W. W. Dale, of University College, Liverpool, has made a 
public appeal, on bebalf of the Council of the College, for funds 
with which to build a new laboratory for the electrotechnics depart- 
ment, "now housed in premises that are inconvenient and in- 
adequate." Until the end of the session 1899—1900, electrotechnics 
were included at University College, Liverpool, in the department 
of physics, under the direction of Dr. Oliver Lodge, now principal 
of the Birmingham University. On Dr. Lodge's removal, and by 
his advice, an independent lectureship was established, which was 
assigned to Dr. Alfred Hay, now Professor at the Royal Engineering 
College, Cooper's Hill. Dr. Hay was succeeded by Dr. E. W. 
Marchant. The department, Dr. Dale says, has outgrown its accom- 
modation, and its work is carried on under drawbacks of every kind. 
Tbs Council are anxious to provide for electrotechnics. The cost of 
а laboratory sufficient for immediate needs, and allowing for future 
developments, should not, Principal Dale states, exceed £10,000. 
He asks if some friend of education, some man of wealth and 
wisdom, will do for electrotechnics what Mr. W. P. Hartley had just 
done for botany, the Rev. 8. A. Thompson-Yates for physiology, 
апа what Sir Andrew Walker, in earlier days, did for engineering. 
"It is a practical necd; it should appeal to the sympathy of 
practical men," says Principal Dale, in bringing his own appeal to a 
close. 


Technical Periodicals.—In а recent address before the 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, at Sibley College, Cornell Uni- 
versity, Prof. H. Wade Hibbard made the following pertinent 
remarks concerning the engineering press, which we quote from a 
Chicago exchange: —“ Among the most valuable members of the 
engineering profession to-day are the moving spirits of the engi- 
necring press. Much matter of great value is regularly to be found 
in the current periodicals of a profession growing so rapidly and in 
во many directions as is mechanical engineering. Books, mono- 
graphs upon particular subjects, necessary as they are by their 
gathering within one cover a)l the required material of years and 
many places, and by their orderly classification, logical discussion, 
and evolving of principles, are, by very necessity of their pro- 
duction, always and inevitably behind the times. The reason for 
existence of the engineering press is to collect all recent valuable 
information—news, if you please — and present it weekly or monthly, 
less or more digested, to as large a circle of readers as possible. 
The American papers, representing special branches of the pro- 
fession, far surpass in numbers and variety and excellence the like 
papers of the old world. Thcir general use proves that they have 
a most important place. With these may be grouped the published 
transactious of the many engineering societies and clubs. Un- 
thinkingly or deliberately to neglect forming acquaintance with so 
great a source of engineering knowledge is not fitting for the 
student who has his own future to make in a country where rats and 
old fashions аге only for the failures.” 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Newcastle).— 
On Monday, 13th inst, Mr. A. Gott read a paper on “Starting 
Resistances.” Mr. J. W. Turner has resigned the position of acting 
secretary to this section of the Institution. 


Overhead Wires.—An application made last week by a 
Mr. Cooper to the Highways Committee of the Lichfield Corpora- 
tion, for leave to run wires across a street for electric lighting pur- 
poses on the occasion of a dramatic performance, was refused on the 
ground that the Electric Lighting Clauses Act, 1899, provides that 
the expreis consent of the Board of Trade must be obtained to 
carry wires overhead! This isa bright example of local govern- 
ment. Seeing that Mr. Cooper had no provisional order, what had 
the Clauses Act to do with him? Municipalities clamour for the 
control of their streets, but apparently this one has not troubled to 
ascertain the nature and extent of its powers. Mr. Cooper would 
have been well advised in running the wires across, at the proper 
height, and saying nothing at all about the matter. 


National Electrical Contractors’ Association.—A 
general meeting, under the auspices of the National Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Association, is to be held at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, 
E.C., on the evening of Monday, 20th inst, at 7 o'clock, when 
reports will be submitted, and questions of trade interest discussed. 
Electrical contractors in London and the provinces are urgently 
requested to attend this meeting. Mr. T. Guthrie, of 46, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C., is hon. secretary. 


Advice to the Public.—The Town Clerk of Dudley 
bas issued a set of hints for the guidance of the police and the 
public in reference to accidents and danger from electric tramway 
wires. On the facing page of the circular letter which gives these 
hints we note with interest that the ELECTRICAL REvirw's 
suggestions for dealing with apparent death from electric shock, 
which are pretty familiar to every station engineer in the kingdom, 
are reprinted also for the information of the public in cases of 
emergency. 


Electric Clocks.—The Glasgow Public Clocks Com- 
mittee have decided to try an experimental circuit of five of Prof. 
Becker’s (of Glasgow University) new electrically-controlled time- 
pieces in the north-western district of the city. 


Tale of a Dog.—A provincial correspondent sends us 
the following :—''In Church Street, St. Helens, on Monday night 
last week, the Haydock St. Helens Junction and Parr trams were 
stopped for balt an hour on acccuut of a collie dog, which was 
caught under one of the Haydock cars and became entangled among 
the wheels and ‘springs. The utmost consideration was shown for 
the poor brute, the officials stopping the car and obtaining the 


advice of a veterinary surgeon who attempted, but ineffectually, to 
kill the dog with a hatchet. A dose of poison also failed, and after 
great delay and inconvenience the animal was extricated. It 
hopped away for some distance, and was theu taken to the public 
abattoir and slaughtered.” 


Not Caused by Lightning.—<An inquiry was held at 
Chatham on the 10th inst. by Mr. Alfred Hands, F. R. Met. Soc. in 
reference to a claim by the Churchwarden of Holy Trinity Church, 
New Brompton, Kent, against the Iı surance Company for damage 
alleged to have been caused to the еріте of that church by lightning 
on some date unknown. Some stones having fallen iu July last, an 
examination of the spire was made, and cracks being found of such 
à Dature as to render immediate repairs necessary, the work was 
carried out and compensation was claimed under the fire policy, 
which, as usual, contained a clause including lightning riske. The 
insurance company having disputed the claim, Mr. Hands was 
appointed Arbitrator, and after hearing expert evidence on both 
sides and examining the damaged stones, which had been preserved 
for the purpose of the inquiry, he decided that the damage was not 
caused by lightning, but was duc entirely to the rusting of the vane 
rod, which passed through the stones, and, therefore, that the 
company was not liable. 


The City Explosions.—0On Wednesday, Mr. A. Р. 
Trotter opened a Board of Trade inquiry at the Guildhall in regard 
to the explosions which occurred in electric mains in the City on 
January 4th and 5th. Police evidence as to the accidents was first 
given, and a statement was made by Mr. Patchell representing the 
Charing Cross and Strand Company. Mr. Frank Bailey, of the 
City Company; Mr. Buck, mains superintendent to the same 
company; and Mr. C. H. Wordiogham, also ‘gave evidence, after 
which the inquiry closed. Our report of the proceedings will be 
published next week, and we refrain from commenting upon the 
mishaps until the issuance of the Board of Trade report. 


The German Cable Industry.—In Mr. O'Gorman's 
highly instructive and practical notes, published on another page, 
one of the reasons given for future competition with British cable 
makers appears to be open to question. If German manufacturers 
introduce extra high pressure cables into this country, they must 
comply with exactly the same Board of Trade regulations as our 
own firms; while, if the process is inverted, our cable makers, ex- 
porting cables to other countries, will be equally free from these 
oppressive restrictions. 


London Electrical Contractors’ Association, — A 
meeting of manufacturers and contractors is being arranged by the 
Association for Monday next, January 20th, at 3 p.m., at Anderton’s 
Hotel, Flect Street, E.C., when it is hoped to form an Association 
of Electrica] Manufacturers, who would confer with the Committee 
of the L.E.C.A. upon matters of vital importance to the clectrical 
profession. The first annual dinner of this Association is to be held 
in the Grand Hall, Hotel Cecil, in February. Mr. E. J. Hogan, of 
141, Fenchurch Street, E.C., is secretary of the Association. 


The Manhattan Railway.—The first train was run on 
this elevated railway on 9th inst. 


Glasgow Tramways.—The Corporation have approved 
of the tramways department fixing red-coloured lamps at the 4d. 
stage stopping places, and greca-coloured lamps at stopping places 
where cars stop when requested by passengers getting on or off. 


Finsen Light.—An anonymous donor has offered a set 
of Finsen light apparatus to the Dundee Royal Infirmary, and the 
offer bas been gratefully accepted. 


Institution of Junior Engineers.—A large number 
of members of this Institution visited the extensive and up-to-date 
factories of the Mazawattee Tea Company at New Cross, on 
January 9th. Electric driving and lighting are employed, the 
steam engines, &, supplying the power, totalling about 1,000 horse. 
The ensuing meeting takes place at the Westminster Palace Hotel 
on Friday, February 7th, when a paper is to be read by Mr. W. J. 
Cooper on “The Electric Passenger Elevator." 


Appointments Vacant.—The Wolverhampton Corpora- 
tion are about to appoint a general traffic manager of the new 
electric tramways, at a salary of 4250 per annum. Au electrical 
engineer is wanted for Bray electricity works, at £150 per annum. 
A works superintendent, at £110 to £155, is wanted for Barrow- 
in-Furness electricity department. Two junior assistants are 
wanted at the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Company's 
Tyneside power station. Switchboard attendants are wanted at 
Mexhorough and Devonport. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Personal.—For the post of assistant engineer vacated by 
Mr. E. Н. Wriaut at the Oldham electricity station, Mr. L. L. 
Ос рем, engineer-in-zeneral at Harrogate, has been selected out of a 
large number of applicants. 

Mr. A. S. Снлкмом, of Barrow-in-Furness, has been appointed to 
the position of chief assistant engineer to the Grimsby Corporation 
electricity department, 107 applications were reecived for the 
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position. The {other two selected candidates were Mr. G. Stamp 
TAYLOR, of Leeds, and Mr. G. S. SHANKSTEB, of Grimsby. К 
Mr. Е. E. ӨнАЕРЕ, of Newcastle, has been appointed to the post 
of draughtsman to the Brighton Corporation. 
The salary of Mr. Новевт PooLEv, manager of the Stafford 
Corporation clectricity and gas works, has been, in accordance with 


the terms of his engagement, increased by the Town Council to 


£400. 

In succession to Mr. Овуввовосон, who has obtained an appoint- 
ment at Swansea, the Grimsby Corporation has appointed Mr. A. 5. 
Снлнкох, of Barrow-in-Furness, as assistant electrical engineer. 

Mr. W. E. J. Heenan, of Northampton, has been appointed 
electrical engineer to the Southend Corporation at £350. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


National Кап and Tramway Appliances Company, Limited 
(72,975).—_This company was registered on January 4th, with a capital of £1,000 
in £5 shares, to adopt an agreement with Phelam McCullough, to acquire 
certain inventions relating to appliances and fittings for railways, tramways, 
motors and vehicles, or to the production, storage and use of electricity or other 
motive power, and to turn the same to account. The first subscribers (each 
with one share) are:—A. Н. Rismaiden, '* Mansergb, The Parade, Hoylake, 
merchant; James Owens, The Hollier, Litoard Road, Egremont, merchant; 
John Owens, The Hollies, Liscard Road, Egremont, ha Hot ge R. Owens, The 
Hollies, Liscard Road, Egremont, shipowner; J. W. Black, Ferndale, Island 
Road, Garston, manager; D. R. Burdley, Newsham Park, Liverpool, coal and 
coke merchant; T. ‘Ashmore, Rock Cottage, 518, West Derby Road, Liverpool, 
engineer and ironfonnder; and P. McCullough, 19, Osborne Road, The Brook, 
Liverpool, electrical engineer. No initial public issue. The number of directors 
is not to be less than three nor more than five; the first are A. H. Rigmaiden, 
James Owens and T. Ashmore. 


Ito Syndicate, Limited (72,421).— This company was registered 
on Jan 9th, with & capin of £45,250 in 45 “ A" shares of £1,000 esch, and 
250 "B" of £1 each, to acquire the benefit of certain Acts of Parliament, 
provisional orders and applications lor provisional orders, to promote any Act of 
Parliament, to make application to the Light Railway Commissioners, the 
Board of Trade, or other authorities for any powers for the construction of 
various tramways, light railways, and other works, to construct, equip, maintain, 
work &nd control any tramways, railways or light railways, to sell, re-sell or 
otherwise dispose of the same, and to carry on the business of company pro- 
moters, financiers, financial] agents, underwriters, merchants, contractors, &c. 
The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—F. P. Timmins, 118, Crofton 
Road, Camberwell, clerk; J. H. Chamberlain, 44, Wiverton toad, Sydenham, 
gentleman; G. D. Dean, 28, Cleveland Road, Barnes, 8.W.,solicitor; W. Willis, 
101, Tyneham Road, Lavender Hill, S.W., clerk; Miss A. Hesketh, 6, Sandown 
Road, Charlton, S. E.; A. Peckover, 69, Trinity Street, S. E., clerk; R. Ношррхеув, 
28, Wetherell Road, South Hackney, N.E., assistant cashier. No initia 
issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than five; 

the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualification, one share. Registered 
^ office, 14, Queen Victoria Street, Е.С. 


Schäffer & Budenberg, Limited (72,396).— This company 
was registered on January "th with a capital of £50,000 in £10 shares to acquire 
and carry on the business of engineers, makers of pressure gauges, engine and 
hoiler fittings, indicators and measuring instruments, brass finishers, general 
hardware merchants, &c., now carried on under the style of Schaffer and 
иези: at Whitworth Street, Manchester, 774, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., 
and 5, Wellington Street, Glasgow, and to carry on the business of mechanical, 
electrica], consulting and general engineers, founders, smiths, machinery and 
tool ers, manufacturers of instruments and implements, makers of rolling 
stock, dealers in hardware, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) аге: 
Н. О. Arnold, Schonebecker Strasse 11—18, Megdeburg, Ruckan, Germany, 
engineer; Е. W. Dresel, Hohenbellin bei Genthin, Germany, engineer; E. J.P. 
Scbaffer, Siegmundshof 10, Berlin. N.W., Germany, engineer; Mrs. M. 8. 
Rudolph, Kaiser Wilhelmstrasse 10, Magdeburg, Germany; C, F. Budenberg, 
Somerville, Marple, Cheshire, engineer; R. M. Chiswell, 87, Withington Road, 
Whalley Range, Manchester, cashier; and J. A. Bland, 27, Brazennose Street, 
Manchester, solicitor. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not 
to be leas than three, nor more than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the 
first; remuneration as fixed by the company. Registered office, 31, Whitworth 
Street, Manchester. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Western Telegraph. Company, Limited (6,886) — Particulars 
of registered mortgages and charges :— Date of trust deed, June 20th, 1900; total 
amount of debenture stock, £400,000; date of resolution creating debenture 
stock, May 29rd, 1900; property charged—All the undertaking and property of 
the company, present and future; trustees—The Right Hon. W. St. John F. 
Brodrick, M.P., 34, Portland Place, London, and Sir Jobn W. Barry, K.C.B., 
28, Delahay Street, Westminster; date of present issue, July 80th, 1901; 
о of present issue, 250,00 ; total amount previously issued of same series, 
LÀ te 


Pacifice and European Telegraph Company, Limited 
(36,6-3).— This company's annual return was filed on December 71st, when the 
entire capital of £100,000 in £10 shares had been taken up. £4 per share has 
Pr mds up, resulting in the receipt of £40,000. Mortgages and charges 


Ballers, Limited (62,020)—This company’s annual return was 
filed on December 14th, when 16,000 ordinary and 15,000 preference shares 
were taken up out of a nominal capital of £400,000, divided into 20,000 ord nary 
and 20,000 preference shares of £10 each. £10 per share has been called up on 
seven ordinary and 15,000 preference shares, resulting in the receipt of £150,070. 
£119,990 is considered as paid. No mortgages or charges. 


Monte Video Telephone Company, Limited (72,208).—This 
company’s annual return was filed on November 21st, when 86,492 preference 
and 72,680 ordinary shares were taken up outof a nominal capital of £160,000 in 
87,000 ference and 73,000 ordinary sbares of £1 each. £159,172 shares con- 
sidered as fully paid. Mortgages and charges—Nil. 


Adams-Randall Telephone Patents Company, Limited 
(61,457).— Particulars of registered mortgages and charges:—Date of cover.ng 
deed. April 22nd, 1899; total amount secured by series of debentures, £10,000 ; 
date of resolution creating series of debentures, April 22nd 1899. Dates and 
amounts of issues made іп 1901, with names and addresses of mortgagees-— 
May 24th, £250, the Columbus Company, Limited, 43 and 434, Fetter Lane, E. C.: 
July gth, £850, London and окер Contract Corporation, Limited, 65, New 

Street, E. C.; September 30th, £100, Н. E. S. Holt, 1, St. James Street, 


public ' 


8.W.; December 80th, £800, London and Foreign Contract Corporation, 
Limited. Property oberged— All the property of the company; trustee, F. 
Davies, 95—7, Finsbury Pavement, E.C.; total amount previously issued of the 
same series, 48, 200. 


CITY NOTES. 


Typewriting Telegraph Corporation. 
AN adjourned meeting of the shareholders of the above company 
was held at Winchester House, E.C., on 9th inst., to receive the 
report of the committee of investigation appointed to inquire into 
the affairs of the company. Sir James Ferguson, M.P. (chairman of 
the company), presided. 

Mr. PABKER (chairman of the shareholders’ committee) read the 
committee's report and moved its adoption, this being seconded by 
Mr. KNIGHT. - 

The CHAIRMAN replied on the committee’s report paragraph by 
paragraph, and said that as the report was only submitted on 
Monday the board had been unable to circularise any reply. He 
denied that it was due to any want of ability on the part of the 
board that they were unable to obtain a supply of instruments. The 
Statement regarding the order for the 530 receivers was misleading. 
What the board did was to order these instruments with tho 
proviso that they must be made accordiag to the sealed pattern of 
the Post Office. There were, however, many parta which could be 
proceeded with, and the final order was not given until the day 
after the Post Office approved the pattern. Notwithstanding the 
efforts of the board they were unable to get the instruments 
delivered. It was impossible for the board to give the order until 
they heard from the Post Office. Although it was true the manager 
was not able to come to the office, yet bis son was in attendance, 
and the secretary was constantly in communication with the 
manager. They could not blame the board for not showiug the 
instrument until it was approved by the Post ОЖ зе. The failure to 
deliver machines to Mr. равая was по fault of the directors, and 


* 


it was impossible to have a penalty clause in the makers’ contract 


until the Post Office had approved of the instrument. They did not 
consider the policy of selling foreign patents outright for cash 
unwise. Asa matter of fact, in the tnree cases in which this was 
done they were obliged to do 8o, as Mr. Liebmann had the option. 
In all other cases cash and shares were taken. The phonophone 
was in no way antagonistic to their instrument. If the contracts 
referred to were those referred to in the prospectus, they were 
bound to take them over. He knew no reason for the statement 
made that the results obtained at Glasgow and Newcastle were not 
made public. Asa matter of fact, Mr. Goulding delivered a lecture 
before.the Institution of Mechanical Engineers and referred to the 
success obtained ; the instruments were shown befo-e the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, and their sucess was largely referred to in 
the Press Thousands of pamphlets on the subject were issue'l. 
With regard to the Exchange Company, the agreement not to com- 
pete with news was taken over from their predecessors. In con- 
clusion, he charged the committee with acting on preconceived 
opinions, and with taking no account of the difficulties which thc 
board had had to meet. 

Mr. Kina, representing the Exchange Telegraph Company on the 
board, denied that the Exchange Telegraph Company had done 
anything antagonistic to the company, and said if any att:mpt was 
made to upset the rights of the Exchange Company, it would lead 
to a legal fight. 

Mr. PARKER reiterated the opinion that the contracts with the 
Exchange Company were unfair to the company. | 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the contracts were taken over. 

Mr. PABKEB said he did not say they were of the directors’ 
making. He contended that the report of the committee was made 
without fear or favour. 

After considerable discussion, the motion for the adoption of the 
committee's report was carried. ` 

A poll was demanded, and the meeting was adjourned till 
January 23rd, at 3 o'clock, for the purpose of taking the poll. 


City and South London Railway Company. 


THE accounts for the half-year ended December 31st, 1901, show a 
balance, after providing for the debenture stock interest, transfer 
tothe renewal fund of £2,000, and the full dividend of 5 per cent. 
per annum on the preference stocks, sufficient to allow the payment 
of a dividend оц the consolidated ordinary stock for the half-year 
and on the ordinary shares from November 17th last at the rate of 
21 per cent. per annum, carrying forward a balance of £1,424. The 
dividend for the corresponding period last year was at the rate of 
12 per cent. per annum, carrying forward a balance of £1,228. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee have 
appointed a special settling day as under :— Wednesday, January 
22nd—Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, further issue 
of 10,000 shares of £5 each (issued at £1 per share premium), £2 
paid (£1 capital and £1 premium), Nos. 30,001 to 40,000; Central 
Electric Supply Company, Limited, £250,000 4 per cent. guaranteed 
debenture stock. Applications have been made to the committee to 
appoint a special settling day in and grant a quotation to—British 
Electric Traction Company, Limited—Further issue of 37,926 
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Ordinary shares of £10 each fully paid, Nos. 122,075 to 160,000, 
and 10,000 6 per cent. Cumulative Preference shares of £10 each 
fully paid, Nos. 190,001 to 200,000; and to allow the following 
securities to be quoted in the Official List :—Commercial Cable 
Company, further issue of 4100, 180 sterling 500-year 4 percent. 
Debenture stock (redeemable). 


Direct United States Cable Сотрару, — Тһе board 


have resolved upon the payment of an interim dividend of 3s. per 
share, free of income-tax, being at the rate of 3 per cent. per 
annum, for the quarter ending December 31st, 1901, such dividend 
to be payable on and after the 31st inst., setting aside £10,000 to 
reserve fund account, and carrying forward a balance of about 
£3,350. 


Ed mundson's Electricity Corporation.— The directors 
have declared an interim dividend on ordinary shares of 5 per cent. 
per annum for the half-year ending September 2uth, 1901, and divi- 
dends will be paid on 17th inst. 


Globe Telegraph and Trust.—The directors announce 
a quarterly dividend of 1s. 9d. per share on tke ordir ary sbares. 


—€—€(——— 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tremways.—The receipts for tbe week ending Jan. 
10th were 4606; corresponding week last year, £507; increase, £99. Total 
to date, 4918; corresponding pericd last yes:, £606; increase £142. 
Miles of track open, 1( 3. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
Jenuary llth were £144; corretponding week last year, £142; increase 
£2. Total receipts to date, £2€8; corresponding period last year, 43; 
decrease, £15. 


Bristol Tramways end Carriage Company.—Tke receipts for the week ending 
5 were £4,023; correrponding period last year, 43,386; in- 
crease, А 


; Comparison 
| with corres- | No. | Aggregate. 
Amount po: ding week of. tava ыз oe 
£ 


'ear. | 
Company | of Jast year weeks. Amongt Inc. or Dec. 
*1-—| + | > 
| # £| | £ | £ 

| н 
Croydon ..| 50 341 — | 58 18,611 | 3145 | — 
Devonport .. £95 px УЬ, жш 28 11,007 — — 
Dudley - Stourbridge | 599 107 — | 49 | 84,641 |16,102 = 
Gateshead ia 711 — | — | MÀ 211. (8 — — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow, 461 — — 13 | 8,069 — — 
Hartlepool ..  .. 225 | 43 | — | 7.3 11,408 1.84 — 
Kidderminster dis 9 10 — | 63 0,381 (96 | — 
Merthyr "m 189 — — +9 9,564 — — 
Oldham—Ashton ..| 490 | 7 | — | 58 26,168 | 9,089 — 
Pcole .. ко к 1720, — — | 49 10,650 — — 
Potteries .. | 1,999 | 17 — | 53 74,211 20, 106 — 
Southport+ .. | 131 | Rs — 58 8,408 — 2,81 
South Staffordshire!) "5 ^ 54 | — ` 53 40,958 | 2,497 = 
Swansea А ws 438 tb — 58 28345 4,871 — 
Taunton is id 0 — — | 19 1.408 — — 
Tyremouth .. | 216 | — — ; 41 | 10,8С8 — — 
olverhampton Dist. | 78 | 82 — (3 8,541 842 — 
і i 


x 


* Partly horse. 1 Reconstructing. 1 Partly steam. 


Certra] London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Jan. 1lth were 
46,664; corresponding week last year, £5,676; increase, 4988. Total 
receipts to date, £12,772; соттеғрс nding period last year, £11,628; incrcase, 
£1,249. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.— The receipts for the week ending 
Jan. 12th were £3,084; corresponding week last year, £2,047; ircirase, 
£987. Total recipts to date (2 weeks), £6,210; corresponding pericd last 
year, oo” increase, £2,189. Miles open, 64; corre: ponding } ericd last 
year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The reccipts for the week ending January 
llth were £179 19s. 64d.; corresponding week last year, £153 118. 14d ; in- 
crease, £26 8s. bd. Total to dace, £312 16s. 64d. ; corresponding гезіса 
last year, £301 12s 114d.; increase, £12 Зв. 7d. Miles of track cpen, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,072; 190', 4,869. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tremways Comy any.— The receipts for the wec! «nding January 
10th were as fol): wr: — D. U. T. Co., electric cas, 48,617 15s. )1d.; Р.Б D. Co., 
electric cars, 4726 18s. Od.; total. £4,844 8. 11d.; corresponding werk last 

ear— D. U. T. Co., electric cars, £8,222 12s. 8d.; ditto, horse cars, £18 19s. Id.; 

S. D. Co., electric cars, £651 8s. 3d.; total, £3,£98 Os. 0d.; increase, 
£451 8s. lld.; aggregate to date, £6,278 78. 5d.; aggregate to date last 
year, £5,788 Is. 8d.; increase, £/40 6s. 2d. The milesge worked ів 45 
miles electrically, as against 48 miles electrically, and 2 mi'es by herses 
for the corresponding period last year. 


Glasgow Corporation Tran. ways — Week ending January llth, 410, 9 5s. fd; 
£8,525 fs. 8d. for cortes; onding period last year. Agsregate reccipts since 
commencement of financial year (June Ist, 1901), 4392, 59 16s. Id., compared 
with £303,148 2s. 1d. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending January 
12th were £1,453; corresponding week last year, £1,512: deciesse, £59. 
Total from January Ist to date, £2,£55: total for correspcnding period, 1901, 
£3,055 ; decrease, £200. Miles open, 6 miles 57 obains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
Тнк Money Market, after hardening its rates a little out of con- 
sideration to the Stock Exchange Settlement, is inclined to case off 
again now that large dividend payments are being made. The 
higher charge for money in the early part of the week affected 


Stock Exchange securities but little. Business is too active for 
brokers to bother about a half per cent. more or less on their fort- 
nightly loans. The Kaffir tide continues in full flood, and the City 
of London Electric Lighting Company should bless the boom which 
keeps Stock Exchange staffs nt their offices far into the night, as 
they work beneath the electric lamps. Business, however, is still 
pretty general, the Yankee market being the only really neglected 
spot, and in electric lighting shares more trade has been done in 
tbe account just closing than there has been in any one fortnight 
since the last electric “ boom some years ago. Yet, as illustrating 
the level proportion maintained by buyers and sellers, it is worth 
noticing that there are but four variations in the whole price list, 
and each of those is comparatively slight. 

To particularise, Chelsea Electric Ordinary have rccovered their 
relapse of 10s. Jast week, the sales having ceased. City of London 
are casier at £9, dividend anticipations being less sanguine than 
they were, but London E'ectric Debentures and Edmundson's 
Debentures are up a point. The Debenture Department is 
particularly strong, and it is difficult to find any reasonably prieed 
stock at anything like а moderate que tation. Brush Second Deben- 
ture is, however, a weak feature, having shed 2 per cent. West- 
minster fractions are quoted at 1e. 3d. to 1s. 9d. premium, the full 
shares at £1 premium. The last day for applying for the latter bas 
now passed. First among the interesting Home Railway dividende, 
the City and South London's aunouncement at the rate of 2] рег 
cent. per annum is of clLeerful augury to that most distressful 
section, the Home Railway market. This compares with 1] per 
cent. a year ago, and is decidedly better than the most hopeful of 
us were anticipating. It brings up the whole year's dividend to 2 
per cent. so thaf at the current price of 66, the return to an 
investor is just about 3 per cent. on his money. "The Stock has 
risen as many points this week, and the poverty of the return upon 
one's outlay is considered justified by the prospects of the company. 
Waterloo and City is unchanged, and the Central London Stocks are 
also without alteration. Great Northern and City A“ Shares are 
a little lower at 83. We may remark that «mall parcels of shares 
are being put into the names of Continental buyers. Metropolitan 
Ordinary is dull at 76 and District keeps a point or two under 30. 

We have taken occasion several times during the last few months 
to suggest that British Electric Traction. shares were not an 
attractive purchase so long as the "option" line held by Mesers. 
J. S. Morgan & Co. was hanging over the market. It may now be 
observed that this danger has been shelved for some time to come, 
aud from what we can see, British Electric Tractions are not unlikely 
to enjoy а steady advance in the near future. The price of the shares 
is up 10s. this week, to 144. Potteries are 114, 104 and 1073 for the 
Ordinary, Preference and Debentures respectively, while the prices 
of Dublin United, in the same order, are 12, 154 and 984. New 
General Electric Tractions are dull at 3, the Preference being 44 
The friction between Argentina and Chili being still in evidence, 
Anglo-Argentine Trams are not better than 3}; Cape Electric Tram- 
ways stay at 2, the market not relishing the restrictions put upon 
immigration, while the new issue of 40,000 shares at 14 naturally 
keeps the price down. Calcutta Trams are 13. Some inquiries for 
Bordeaux Tramways shares have found the price to be 7 to 8, but 
sellers predominate, and a broker bas a hard task in finding buyers. 
Buenos Ayres and Belgrano descriptions are firm, the Ordinary 
being 1g, the “A” and " B" Preferences both about 53, and the first 
Debenture stock 1044. 

There is but little improvement to report in the telegraph 
market, while in several cases the slump is making further progress, 
In the American group Auglo “А” aud “В” are both better, the 
latter having regained a couple of points, aud Direct United States 
shares are up 10s., the dividend and carry -forward being considered 
very talisfactory. Contrariwise, to quote Tweedledee, Submarines 
are 24 down. Inthe other divisions, Easterns and “Chinas” are 
nominally unchanged, but Eastern Extension 4 per cent. Debenture 
has lost another 3 points, the while a similar stock of the sister 
company bas added one, bringing the two tecurities very close as 
regards price. West India and Panama shares are shaking off sume 
of their recent flatness, but the Debentures are dull. Indo-Europeans 
are 2 down, and Commercial Cable Debenture stock has shaded off 
to the same extent. The latter lcoks cheap, and can be bought at 
96. Globe Telegraphs are not affected by the dividend declaration 
of 1s. 9d. per share. 

National Telephones fell upon the “instructions " given by the 
City to the Lord Mayor to take active proceedings when Parlia- 
ment meets. The two Preferences are down a pound, but the 
4 per cent. Debenture stock is up 2, and a little stcck bas come to 
market this week. British Intulated Wire are harder, but both 
India-Rubber and Telegraph Constructions have still further 
succumbed to tle flatness ef the telegraph market. British 
Westinghouse Preference have advanced to 7{, and at 73 the 
Ordinary mark a substantial rise on the week. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Closing Closing Назон dene 
Present Dividends for 
Issue. мик Share| the last three years, | Чу, Pan. Шин, "Ten, 15th. 
INA. | 1900, | 1901 Tignest, | Lowest 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 95 Debs. Ww 988 um ө” *. | 97 —101 xd| 97 —101 se TS 
25, Amason 3 Co. s shares, Nos. 1 to 25, 000 ээ 858 vis oa 31— 44 34— 44 3; " 
119,7007; Amason Telegraph 5 95 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. a aes de 78 — 83 70 — 80 
804,720 F А - ee - 79/6 | 8 4. | 47 — 50 47 — 50 49 47% 
8,097,640 do. 6 Ф Pref эзе eee ® 6 6 0 87 = 90 83 NE 92 903 89 
3,097,640 Do. do. Ty) eve e £1 8 7 71 xx: 8 72 = 8} 8} 7i 


44,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000  ... 8% id is 
Oommercial Cable 


6 
2 
4 $ — | 34— 4 94 
$,333,900$ 8 eo]. 165 —170 [165 —170 
1,741,089] Ро do. Bterling 500 year 4 X Deb, Btock Bed ET E 


Cuba Telegraph eee eee eee [Ir ay 5 — 5 — 6 53; 
Direct Bpenih 10 y ^ Pret eee vee #09 eee eee 4 % 43, 1394— 1 = 14d 900 
Do. охо ры on „|.|. | %— 95 | Sh— Ob | OR] . 
Do. do. 44 Debs. е see ee eo eee eee 98 —102 xd 98 — 102 TI eve 


ТҮ 99 —102 xd“ 99 —102 100 өзә 


101,300 Dios Wer Indis Cable a 9 Reg. Deb. 0 I 
Beg. 79 |79,| .. [125—135 |125 —135 129 | 125 


4,000,000 | Eastern n P Ord. 


1,930,507 4% Most. Stock eee 00 eee eee eee 88 eM 92 88 — 92 9) 88 

1,432,266: Do. 4 Mort. Deb. Btock Red. eee eee eee eee eos 106 —111 107 —112 111 108 
зоо Eastern vy 5 and Ohina Telegraph .. 10 7 %17% | .. | 124— 134 | 124— 133 13 123 
$20,0002 Do. 4% Deb. Stock ees eee eee eee 111 —116 108 —113 eee 


egraph, 4% Mort. Debs 100 54% 


Eastern and South African 
300,00004 ( Nos. 1 to 3,000, red. 1909 


eee eee 100 —103 100 —103 100 000 


200, Do. 4 y ^ › Ве. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1—8,000 25 ees eee eee 100 —103 100 —103 % TI) 

180,227 | Globe Telegraph and Trust eS. | 10 SK | 54% | .. | 9—10 | 9—10 95| 9 
180,042 do, 6 7 Pref. eee eee eee eee coe eee 13 — 14 13 == 14 184 13 
150,000 ies йаз „ 15 |... | 27 — 29 27 — 29 Ses S 


Halifax and kn rp No 4$ 95 1% Mort. Dobs,, 
within Nos. 1 to 1.200, She. 100 eee eee TT) 99 —103 xd 99 —103 


Huropean Tel 
London Pino ө-т Tag Bat q Deb. 


eee eee 000 103 — 106 102 —105 TI) "TT 
Montevideo Telephone, Limi Nos. 1 to ay). |. | 1 i d i» 
5 5% Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 5 ves eee — 1 — 1 eee 
National Telephone, 1 to 590,000 „5 5 5 . | St— 32 33— 38 | 33 
Do. 6 Cum. Ist Pref. 000 [II] [III 6 6 ee 12 = 14 11 — 13 ee 
Do. | 6 Oum. $nd Pref. voo e е 6 6 eee 12 — 14 11 = 13 12 11 
Do. 5 Y Non-cum. 3rd Pret., 1 to 250,000 b b А 4— 5 41— 5 a 
2,000, Do. 84 Deb. Btock Bed. eon ee 81 33 eee 94 — 97 xd 94 — 97 904 "PT 
500, Do. 49) Deb Stock Red.... — | 4 .. | 99 —103х4101 —105 | 1043 | 1014 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 5 6 oes — là | 4-17; oa T 
100, Pacific and European Tel, 4 Y Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... "e ae .. | 99 —102 xd} 93 —102 - бо 
Reuter’s ee eee ee ID TI) (TT) еф ee 5 % 5 % "T" 7 — 8 7 — 8 eee cee 
Submarine Oables Trust eee [II] eee ee ee өөө 26€ 120 —125 120 —125 
United River Plate Telephone a" 79, | „ |... 42 — Saxd] 4-54 | .. |... 
p Do. ? re 5 % Oum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 ees eos "TT 44— b xd 44 — 5 ove eee 
179,947: Do. 5 % Debs. II) eee tee vee eon TT 102 —105 xd 162 —105 T eee 
165,600 | West African Telegra mk 5 % Debs... id e| |. роо —103 100 —103 | 1024] `.. 


West Ooast Ka Ак Nos. 1—80,000 and 53 001—83, 008 $- È 1 — 
99 —102 xd|101 —104 


150, Do. do. 4 95 Deks., 1—1,500 by Bras. Bub. Tel. "ee - 80 er - 
$07,930 Western moe т Lied., Nos. 1— ,990 .. eee eee 7 % 7 % TP 12 — 13 12 — 13 122 121 

Debs. and series, 1906 eee eee aoe ТҮ) 102 —1C5 xd 102 —105 eee [III 

848,7771 Do. do. Deb. Btock Red. eee (TO T1) TI "TP 101 —104 xd 101 —104 eee 

West India and Pius ph [II [TII eee [Try §% 000 TT! 8 E $ §— Ё eee eve 

| Do. do. do. 6 Oum. Ist Pref. eee TII TII | eve 5 E 6 b — 6 600 eee 

Do. do. do. 6 Oum. and Pref. eee eee eee eae 21 = 33 3 — 4 eee eee 

Do do. do 59 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,800 | 100 | .. | ... | .. |102 105 ко —103 i 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANTES. 


100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... LE un ae ense #— f 8— # ге 
Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe. | 100 | ~~ | у. | з. 97 — 102 97 12 | 
Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 56 6 Y a 81 — 94 84 — 94 9A| ... 
Do. a а Electricity Sup Cum. Pref.... 4 9 9, 9 9; eee 84 — 94 84 — 9+ eve eee 
ME ca Cross An Btrand p eee eas eee 8 — 9 8 — 9 83 m 
do. 444 Oum. Pref. ET 905 өө 5 — 53 5 — bi 5 ... 
De do. do d 404% Deb. Stock Red. 100 % әз .. 1103 —105 103 —105 . | 104 ЕА 
34,000 Ohelsea Electrici ty Supp $ eee eee eee eee 5 6 53 eee 5 — 53 54— 6 5 
Do. do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock A .. [108 —111 xd|108 —111 2 
Oity of London Electric Lighting, 40,001—110,579... | 10 4 0 $ 88 9 — 10 8k— 94 88 
Do. 6 95 Oum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 12 — 13 12 — 13 Py iv 
s 5 % Deb. Btock, рн (ias. at £115) all paid aes гг = 121 —126 xd|121 —126 oes ees 
Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid. 100 | ... | . . |101 —104°xd/101 —104 xd 
County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 10 47 4%! .. 84— 94 81— 94 ia im 
Do. do. do. 6 95 Pret., 1 10 6 6 WWW .. 12 — 13 12 — 13 128 124, 
Do. 4495 Deb. n Prov. Certs (al paid) Rd. е, з z 105 —108 х0|105 —108 e " 
Edmundson's Elec. Corp., Ord. Shares as - 618 € 1T. 55 1 ss 54— 6 54— 6 58 513 
5 do. 6 V Cum. Pref. "DCUM ET 8 53— 6 53— 6 T i 
do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Btock. e 1-200] ss 865 .. 106 — 1069 |107 —110 А 
Kensington and Knightsbridge a Oi. B uw urs] ue p 414 11 — 12 T 
do. do. 495 Deb. Stock Stock .. | .. | .. |103 —106 [103 —106 is 
London Electric Supply Corporation, Er Or. 9] ж N | 11— 12 11— 12 ése 
55 do. do. 6 V Pref. ®Ъ| ж 77А ids 4— 5 4 — 5 T 
do. do. 4% 92705 Db. Stock Rd. Stock oes .. | 94 — 98 95 —100 ae * 
; M s Debenture Bock $us vis m coe |111 —115:х0|111 —115 112 D" 
Do 9195 Mort. Deb. Stock Bed. . ee. Stock sax .. | £6 — 99 ха! 96 — 99 984 | 974 
Notting Hill Electric Lighting Жей eo. | 10|7 7 .. | 15 — 16 15 — 16 uS T 
Bt. James's and Pall Mall же Light, Ord. 88 5 |1449 1144 .. | 154— 164 153 — 164 1543 
Do. do. 7 Pret., 20, nai to 40,080 5 7 7 eee 84— 94 8 — TI [IIl 
Do. do. 33 él Deb. B tock Bed. eee e oe ee 97 — 100 xd 97 —100 98 een 
Smithfield Market Е Supply, Ord. eee eee 5 eee eee eee 2 — 24 2 — 23 eee eee 
0001 Do. 4 Deb. vee oe | 100 | ... - .. | 80 — 908, | 80 — 90 vis 56% 
65,000 Bonth London Electricity ty Bepply, eis ава | p" sas Sas 2— 24 1 2 — 24 sii | 85 
109,518 | Westminster Electric Supply, " Б |18 9. |1049. | .. 114— 1940 | 114— 121 12-4 19 
JV VV 8 
i “ * Subject to 1 + Quotations on 3 Stock Ex 
Unless otherwise sta sod all abiret ate Dividends in а 
| t Dividends marked $ are tally paid. consisting of М the latter of 5 part T TIE used ia 654, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


bse i S 3 Dividends í 
— NAME, the last three JUR gta оноп 
20, 000 | British Aluminium i Cum. Pref. ... ees 41— 54 44— 54 
$00,0001 Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Bed. iei 87 —91 87 —91 


62,074 British Electric Traction is wes iss 90 өз 
90,000. Do. do. сао. 
600, 000 Do. do. 5 un Debenture Stock 


134— 144 | 14 — 15 


70,000 | British Insulated Wire Ord. . iè des Vas Vis 7$— 8i 9 — 10 
70,000 | Do. do. 6 % Cum, Pre Prei. 54 — 6} 5$— 6} 
50,000 {Browett, d & Co. ет end ee - — d i— 1 
50, 000 { 6% Cum. Pref, eos eee 18— 18 H— 1 
105, 731 Brash Elecl. k „ Ота, 1 to 105,731 .. Sa баб 18— 16 18— 16 
150,000 Do. Я ' Non-cum. 6 95 Pref. ... ds dka 2 — 91 li— 9 
125,000; Do do, 44 % Perp. Deb. Stock sis T 102 —105 |102 —105 
80,000 | Callender's Oable Construction Nos.1—30,000 ... 164 — 171 | 165 — 174 
. 40000| Do. do. 5% Cum.Pref  .. vee 51— 6ixd| 57— 6} 
- 90,0002 Do. ‚ do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Bed es 110 —114 xd|110 —114 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Btock TE 800 ias 105 —108 [105 — 108 
440,100 Do. Е до. 4 % Pref. Stock eee eee eos 105 —108 | 105 -— 108 
440,100. Do. do. Def. do. see eee eee TT [TII 106 — 109 106 — 109 
855,000 City and Beuth London Railway  ... ies 2 %| 62 — 64 65 — 67 
47,500 | Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22,501 to 70,000 .. 952 vis bis TA 6 — 64 6 — 6} 
54,000 | Crompton & Oo., E & ist Mort. Reg. Deis, 165500 s 3 — 84 3— 34 
З 0 о 
100,000; £100, and 901 to 11,000 of £50 red 99 —104 xd) 99 —104 
99,261 ison & Swan Utd. EL Lgt, » A" shares, £9 pd. 110 99,361 i- 8 i- È 
17,139 Do. do. “A” Shares, 01—017, 139 eee 2 — 3 2 — 3 
344,029; Do. do. as 4% Deb. Btock Red ii 78 — 83 xd| 78 — 83 
100,000; Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock йы all pd. 84 — 89 84 — 89 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... 995 1$— 23 12— 2} 
81, 390 Do. do. j Cum. Pret., 1 to 31,990... - ves 21— 3 9 
18, 000 General Elec. Co. (1900) $ Cum. Pref. ... ui vas 9ł— 10dxd| 9#—10{ 
150,000 Do. do. 4 Mort. Deb. [TII ees [Ir] 99 — 102 * 99 —102 
35,000 ноу» (W. oe Telegraph ооа Ord. ... гас ves 164— 174 | 1€$— 174 
see — 6 6 
50.000: Do. do. do. 43 Mort. Deb. Stock... 112 —116 [119 —116 
50,000 | Indis-Eubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works eos 204 — 214xd| 20 — 21 
300,000 Do. do. do. 4 95 1st Mort. Deb ... өө 100 —103 [100 —103 
‚ $7,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... - - oe 42— 5 4$— 5 
10,000 f Do. do. Pref., £10 paid 880 a 119— 112 | 11} — 113 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos, 1 to 7 500 ... sss 154—164 154— 164 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 Cum. Pref. .. - ee 19/- to 20/- | ... — ... 
97,350 | Telegraph aic nw and tenance ... sas 96 — 40 34 — 38 
150, 0002 Do. 4 95 Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 aes ге 950 102 —104 xd|102 —104 
25, ,000 Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... ss : 19 12 % 5 115 | 10j— 114 ios 
20,000 Do. do. 5 % Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 30,000... A T | bI. P 6 54— 6 ie see 
540,000: Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Btock  ... $vi 100 | 3 * 3 * 91 — 94 91 — 94 bx Vs 
t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. ушаты екй aJ] darse nro Folly pala. § From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
lidated Tele Construction and Maintenance 2/-—4/- Oldham, Ash ара Electric (£10 Ord., 
Fasloval Hlectrio Pree Wiring, 17/6 paid, 4—4, 6 Neef. Laib pd.), b 10 10]. 
* From Birmingham Share List, Ч From Manchester Share List. Bank rate of discount 4 per аја гои 31st, 1901). 
| MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, January 15th. 
CHEMICALS. &oc. This week. | Last week. Ino. or Deo. METALS, &o, (continued) This week.| Last week. Ino. or Dec 
Acid, Hydrochloric "P "P ew. ы - oe Sheet oe ee oe ton £66 266 
А ма, тато ee ce ee per owt Ld sy. ee сие эө 0 0 ber ton £66 
& „ Oxalio .. . per on. 29J- 89/- се € „ ‘Bleoctrolytic) Bars per ton £70 £70 
2 10 Bulphuric .. ec ec per сті. 2 6/6 ee @ IT! IT! ee per ton ee a 
Ammonia, Muriste oryetel) 2. Per n 49810 | 4881 “Ж : Н.О. Wis’ per p. 15 AG 
"Np : .. Per ton 480 £90 i J Ebene ROI. oe per Ib. . Bl e 
& Віск powder ee ee per ton 51 8 ee 7 и Shect . ee oe per lb. 87% ув oe 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRACTION, LIGHT AND POWER 
DISTRIBUTION ON THE VISIT OF THE INSTITUTION TO GERMANY 
IN 1901. 

(Read January 9th, 1902.) 


Ownership of Works.—A close connection between the manu- 
facturers of machinery and the supply of electrical energy in 
Germany is very noticeable. This intimacy between the supply 
&nd demand for machinery is very Нех тин to the advantage of both 
the manufacturer and the user, and in the case of municipalities 
there is no doubt that while maintaining theircontrol over the work 
within their area, it has been the means ef strengthening and con- 
solidating German manufacturing interests. 

In Berlin we find the electricity works owned by a Limited Com- 
pany founded by and in very close touch with the Allgemeine 
Elektricitäts Gesellschaft. А few of the early machines are of 
Siemens & Halske construction, but latterly the whole of the elec- 
trical machinery and cables have been supplied by the Allgemeine 
Elektricitäts Gesellschaft. The company works under a concession 
from the municipality, which has been renewed on a very much 
larger scale than the original concession, and bas necessitated the 
building of very extensive works outside the city at Moabit and 
Oberspree. These works, at presént under construction, augment 
the supply, and will probably i time supersede the smaller works 
inside the area of supply. 

At Charlottenburg, Wiesbaden, Набег and Bockenheim the 
works are owned by the municipality and leased to tho constructors, 
Messrs. Lahmeyer, on terms which, while securing a return to the 
owners on the capital invested, encourage enterprise and extension 
on the part of the contractors. 

Prime Movers.—The first thing that strikes an English engineer 
en entering a German engine room is the magnitude and frequently 
the elaboration of the buildings. 

The engines commonly used are horizontal slow-speed of from 100 
to 80 revolutions a minute, though in.some cases vertical engines 
are found. The finest examples of the latter were the four-cylinder 
triple-expansion rete seen in the Luisenstrasse Works in Berlin, 
where three each of 3,000 1. H.P., by Messrs. Sulzer, are at work. It 
is generally considered that although the vertical engine occupies 
somewhat less ground space, it costs more in attendance and is 
higher in prime cost, which may be the reason for the Berlin Com- 
pany adopting horizontal engines for their new stations where the 
units are each of 4, 500 т.н.Р. The personal element also influences 
the adoption of horizontal engines, as we learn that men do not 
give the same attention to the working parts if they have to climb 
ladders to get at them. Those of us who were in the Paris Exhibi- 
tion last year must have been much strock with the number of men 
employed on the galleries of such engines as Messrs. Borsig’s 
magnificent vertical. 

The enclosed-type bigh-speed engine so common at home is con- 
spicuous by its absence on the Continent, although some makers are 
now partially enclosing their vertical types. 

In horizontal sets the draught caused by the dynamos has been 
found to draw the oil from the connecting rods and crank bearings 
` оп to the winding, and in order to overcome this the frames or 
trunks of horizontal engines are now much more enclosed than was 
usual before dynamo driving had to be considered ; the greatest 
advance in this direction being seen in the new 1, 000 І н.р, sets at 
present being fixed at the Dortmund Works. 

Forced lubrication as understood at home is unknown, though 
definite plunger feed lubricators are generally used instead of 
gravity sight feed drop lubrication for cylinders. The highly- 
finished valve gear on the slow-speed engines would appear to need 
considerable attention, but it is commonly found that well-finished 
machinery gets well looked after by the attendants, who take more 
pride in an engine that looks well when it is clean {һап in more 
roughly finished work that barely shows when it is clean or not, 
Good lubrication and hardened wearing parts for the trips of the 
valve-gear reduce wear and tear to a minimum, and the engineers in 
charge report that repairs are insignificant. 

Boilers. Water- tube boilers, with the tubes expanded into a 
common header, are almost universal, and superheating up to 50° С. 
is very common, generally by separately fired superheaters, 
although in some cases nests of tubes are used in the boiler setting. 
In a few cases economisers are used, but they do not appear to be as 
general as in England. Furnaces show a very interesting 
departure from English practice in inclined grates of the Tenbrink 


pe. 

Jn spite of the “ Verboten ” issued against smoking two years ago, 

we saw а good deal from the chimneys in many towns, In Berlin the 
City Council control the emission of black smoke, and for that 
reason the electricity works are restricted in the use of coal, which, 
we ur derstand, has been up to the present purchased from ‘Cardiff. 
At the Moabit Station, which is on the outakirts of the city, a class 
ofcoal very similar to our Midland slack is used, while farther out 
at Oberspree brown coalis used. In both these latter cases we are 
told no trouble from smoke was experienced. 
Bucket elevators and belt conveyers for coal were seen in the 
A.E.G. Btation and the Siemens & Halske's Overhead Railway 
Plant in Berlin, also in Dresden, though tip-trucks delivering coal in 
front of the boilera appear to be the rule, Mechanical stoking is 
conspicuous by ite absence. 

In Dresden, where brown coal is used and automatically fed on to 
the grates, the ashes being taken away in the basement, the boiler 
room is cleanef than many engine rooms. In Essen a very 
interesting example of аш: with waste gases from the adjoining 


^ 
wre 


соке ovens re been йшй for, though at t present coal is boing 
used. 

Generators. Dynamos аге very large everywhere, the slow-speeds 
generally obtaining making even a 300-kw. machine impressive. 
Splendid examples of machines of over 1,000 Kw. were seen at 
Berlin, Dresden, Essen, &c. The continuous-ourrent fly-wheel 
generators are of special interest. These machines are a speciality 
of the E. A. G. vorm. W. Lahmeyer & Co., and are erected in many 
of the central stations built by them. Buch machines were seen 
running at the central stations of Dortmund, Dusseldorf, sand 
Homburg. 

Two continuous current machines, direct driven by the : same 
engine, and connected alternatively in parallel for lighting, or in 
series for traction, may be seen in Berlin and Dusseldorf. In 
Homburg, one engine may be seen driving two generators of 
different pressure and size for traction and lighting, the traction 
generator acting as fly-wheel for the whole set. This interesting 
arrangement requires very little “apace, and is due to Messrs: 
Lahmeyer. 

The bulk of the new work appears to be on the three-phase 
system, and the varied use of it is very interesting. Many central 
stations are built for three-phase current distribution, with con- 
tinuous- current gub- stations. The oldest German works built on 
these lines were erected in Bockenheim, near Frankfort-on-Maine, 
in the year 1892, by the E A. G. vorm. W. Lahmeyer & Co. These 
works were also visited by the members. It is specially worthy of 
mention that from the very beginning, synchronous motors were 

used for equalising phase differences, and Bockenheim is thereforé 
one of the oldest plants where synchronous motors were used for 
the said purpose. . 
. The Berlin Electricity Works illustrate the. adoption of the three- 
phase system Ly а continuous-ourrent company as soon as it became 
necessary to transmit energy on а large scale from stations at some 
distance from the centre of the town; with some 30,000 н.р. in 
continuous-current dynamos, the new stations are laid down at 
Oberspree and Moabit for a total of 90,000 H. P. with unhesitating 
confidence in the three-phase system. 

At Charlottenburg, with a population of 150,000, the three-phase 
system has been adopted by Messrs. Lahmeyer at the beginning, 
but in combination with a continuous current supply, the relative 
proportions of the two generating plants being about 6:4. This 
station may be taken as a instance of a modern station of 
fairly large size (2,000 xw. generating: plant) supplying light and 
power for traction. 

In the factories visited a rough guess would place the direct and 
alternating-current machines under construction at about equal in 
number and importance, although actually the largest ‘machines 
were alternators. Under the latter class there were very few single 
or two-phase machines to be seen. For new work, inductor alter- 
nators are practically extinct; not a single one was seen under con- 
struction in any of the shops, and although this may have been an 
ne certainly their proportion to the whole number built must 
be small 

The number of direct-coupled machines in course of construction 
in the workshops of E.A.G. vorm. W. Lahmeyer & Co. was very 
large. The continuous-current fly-wheel generators for the exten- 
sion of the Dusseldorf and Dortmund Municipal Works and for the 
central station at Muenster, driven by gas enginés, aroused especiat 
interest, as also did the Н.Т. 1,600-kw. generators for 10,000 volts 
direct pressure. A number of synchronous and asynchronous motor- 
generators up to 450 н.р. for the same high pressure were also nearing 
completion. A remarkable instance of direct-coupled machines 
appears in the motors for pumping plante, of which quite a number; 
varying from 300 to 600 н. at 60 to 80 revolutions per minute, 
were to be seen in the workshops of Messrs. W. Tabnieyer & Co. in 
course of construction. 

For the general purposes of transmission: and lighting а standard 
periodicity of 50 is now almost universal in Germany, the variants 
of 40 and 60 being seldom found. Rotaries up to 800 kw. are run 
at tnis periodicity in the Berlin sub-stations. | 

Rotaries and synchronous motor-génerators were seen in Berlin 
aud Frankfurt respectively under very similar circumstances, both 
being at work on traction loads, and on thcir respective merits there 
was little to be gleaned without a closer knowledge of details. The 
arrangement of a direct-coupled booster on the alternating side as 
seen at Augusta Strasse, Berlin, due to Herr Dobrowolski, by means 
of which the primary pressure can be varied, overcomes the diff- 
culty of the fixed ratio of conversion in the rotary. 

Motors.—At Frankfort the larger sizes of the single-phase — 
were started in the usual way on a loose pulley. As to the smaller 
sizes, which were used on lifts, many who saw the mechanism came 
away with the idea that the lift started simultaneously with the 
motor (see Engineer, July 26th), yet the reporter of the Electrician 
was informed that there was a time arrangement allowing the motor 
to start before the cage is lifted (see July 19th). We mention this 
point, although not of great importance, in case there may be 
further reference to it by others, and by way of caution as to what 
were really the facts in connection with a rather complicated piece 
of mechanism. 

After experience with continuous-current motora at their Acker- 
strasse factory, the Allgemeine Elektricitiits Gesellschaft adopted 
three-phase motors for their Brunnenstrasse factory throughout, even 
for their cranes. "The reason for this is partly to be found in their 
adoption of separate motors practically for every tool, the capital 
outlay on a large number of small motors being at that time (if not 
now) less, if they were three-phase, than if they were continuous 
current. In the factory at Oberspree, which is still more modern, 
although all the tools are driven by d three-phase motors, the cranes 
are again driven by continuous-current motors fed from motor-gene- 
rators, which also supply direct current for inverted arc lighting. 
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Although at Oberspree there are some 3,000 н.р. of motors, yet the 
current is taken from the adjoining central station, though the 
luad must be a constant one, well adapted for great economy in its 
production; the expense of the step-down transformers must be 
outweighed by the low price charged for the current. 
Other factories also use polypbase or direct-current motors, accord- 
ing to the prevailing conditions, as motive power for their workshops. 
In the works of Messrs. Lahmeyer & Co. polypbase motors are used 


for driving groups of machines, whilst single machines are driven 


by c.c. motors. The new works, situated some distance from the 
old works and its central station, are driven exclusively by poly- 
phase motors. й | | 

Storage Batteries.—The use of storage batteries ia much greater in 
Germany than in this country, the proportion they bear to the 
generating plant often reaching 20 to 25 per cent. They are used 
not only to level the load on the generators, but in Frankfort they 
enable synchronous motor-generators to be used for the conversion 
of single-phase current to 500 volts continuous current for the trams, 
such use having been found simple and successful, and it is stated 
that they completely stop the hunting of the motors. | 
. The batteries in Frankfort are charged by an induction motor- 
driven booster, and in the Augusta Strasse station of the Berlin 
Company by a combination of rotary converters and synchronous 
machines. 

The positive plates are generally of the Planté or formed type, 
while the negative are Faure or pasted type, and maintenance con- 
tracts with the makers appear to be the rule rather than the 
exception. 

Cables.—As regards cables for the transmission from Oberspree, 
over nine miles, 6,000 volts is the chosen voltage, and at this 
pressure the mains are laid underground. The general type of 
cable employed by the A.E.G. for transmission at moderately high 
pressures was said to be insulated with impregnated jute, lead 
covered and armoured and buried in a bed of clean sand direct in 
the ground; for pressures from 5,000 to 10,000 volts impregnated 
jute, rubber and a covering of paper, lead sheathing and armouring; 
for higher pressures up to 20,000 volts rubber and stabilit instead of 
jute, experiments being shown to demonstrate the superiority of the 
stabilit cable at the Oberspree Cable Works. The cables from 
Oberspree are twisted three-core, and seven are used to feed the sub- 
station at Mariannenstrasse, which takes about 7,500 H.P., so that 
the power transmitted by each cable must be at least 1,000 
H.P., and probably to allow of reservs capacity, each cable transmits 
about 2,000 н.р. The best practice appears to be double cables in 
sections with triple-pole two-way switches, so that the reserve 
sections may be switched in, in the event of a fault occurring. 
Lightning arresters are freely used, but we were not able to obtain 
any definite information about the general practice in transmission 
lines. | 

Tne frequent use in Germany of an uninsulated middle wire in a 
low-pressure three-wire network is very interesting. It isa very 
important point, as if it were permitted in this country it would 
very considerably reduce the cost of networks, although we must 
admit the benefit to be derived from such a saving is not looked 
upon by all engineers with equal favour. . 

Tramways.—For tramways, 550 volts is still the rule, and the 
sliding bow appears to be extending faster than the trolley. 

The span wire is usual, the trolley wire being everywhere kept as 
close as possible to. the centre of the track. The sliding bow intro- 
duced by Messrs. Siemens, with its friction surface of aluminium 
crossed lengthwise for lubrication, gives & simpler overhead con- 
struction at curves and junctions and more latitude in the position 
of the overhead wire. The sliding of the bow gives quieter run- 
ning than trolleys, but it is very doubtful if, on the whole, the 
system be preferable to the better examples of swinging trolley 
equipment seen in England. 

The rail joints are often scarfed, which gives smooth running. 
Lightning arresters of the horn or Siemens type are largely used 
for traction service, and placed above tramcars with a gap of about 
å in. for 500-volt circuits, the width of the horns at the top being 
about 6 in. Wider streets, and the fact that cars do not stop, 
except at their recognised stopping-places, enable high speeds to 
be run. 

Accumulator cars are much used in the centre of large towns, 
notably in Dusseldorf and Berlin, although in Dresden Messrs. 
Siemens's conduit system has been adopted through the centre of 
the town. This modification does not appear to be due so much to 
economical reasons as to meet the esthetic views of the munici- 
palities concerned. 

High Speed Railways.—The experimental trains in hand at the 
works of Messrs. Siemens & Halske and the A. E. G. elicited great 
interest. A few particulars of Messrs. Siemens & Halske's equip- 
ment will be found in Mr. Sheardown's paper before the Dublin 
Local Section, November 14th, 1900 (vide Vol. 31, I. E. E. Journal). 
For further particulars of the latter, we would refer members to 
Herr O. Lasche's very important description presented in his paper 
read before the Electrical Section of the International Engineering 
Congress at Glasgow (vide I.E.E. Journal, 1901, Vol. 31, p. 24). 

The Suspended Railway.—The Laogeo Mono-Rail Suspended 
Railway from Barmen to Eberfeld marks an epoch in railway work. 
The line, which is rather more than 8 miles in length, runs for 
some б miles over the bed of the winding River Wupper, carried 
on A-frames about 30 yards apart. The other 2 miles, over narrow 
streets and country roads, is carried on horseshoe-shaped frames, as 
they offer less obstruction to traffic than the sloping sides of the 
A-frames. The under side of tke cara is about 15 ft. above the 
street level. The track is double, providing for up“ and “down” 
trains of two 50-passenger cara, which are each suspended from two 
bogies 26 ft. apart. Each bogey has two wheels 35 in. in diameter 
tanning on the single rails with an overhung 36-H.P. motor between 


them, whose pinion engages with spur wheels on the axes of the 
95-in. driving wheels. 

The 550-volt direct current to the two lines is supplied by separate 
Sulzer-Schuckert 850-K w. generators. There are also buffer batteries 
in the generating station, to ensure safety. The current is picked 
up by contact shoes, which are pressed by spiral springs on to an 
ordinary round-headed iron rail conductor. The track is divided into 
automatic block sections, and trains can be run every 3 minutes at a 
rpeed of 30 miles an hour. The whole of this novel electrical 
equipment was designed and constructed by Messrs. Schuckert, of 
Nuremberg. 

Conclusion.—The following figures, though incomplete, will prove 
interesting. ' б: i 

The Berlin Electricity. Works, in their six generating and battery 
stations, have a total capacity of 84,000 Kw., and the highest load 
observed is 60,000 xw. | 

In the year ending June; 1900, they generated 62,300,000 unite, 
and sold about 50 millions as follows :— 


For Units. Prices obtained. 

Private lighting ... 11,200,000 ... 6d. 

Street lighting ... 800,000 72d, including 
carbons and attend - 
ance, plus £6 per 
lamp for hire, &c. 

Motors T .. 17,300,000 ... 192d. | 

Trams see . 20,000,000 1:08d. 

Used on stations 500, 000 — 

Total 50,000,000 2°78d. 


Cost of coal, Local, 11s., Small Welsh, 17s. per ton. 


Costs of labour are not excessive :— 
Dynamo attendants and engine driv 
Switchboard attendants - um T 
Stokers [EI een ГІТ eo? ecc 6 2 0 


.. 4d. to 48d. per hour. 
424. to 54. „ „ 
44d. to 44d. „ „ 
33d. to 4d. „ „ 


In Dresden the prices charged by the City Light Works are— 
For lighting ‘ie ist .. 7'2d. per unit. 
For power ... wee $us 40d. „ „ 
Cost of local coal, 118. per ton (poor in quality). 


In Dresden Power Station, which supplies tbe trams, the charge 

works out at about 1 öd. per unit, but it varies. The city charges 
the tramways with all the expenses of generating the current, and 
then takes 25 per cent. of the tramways profit. 
. In conclusion, the Committee would gratefully record the kind 
offices of their reporters: Messrs. L. Andrews, A. N. Foyster, C. C. 
Hawkins, D. К. and J. T. Morris, G. Ralph and J. J. Steinitz, to 
whom the members are indebted for the details of this report of a 
most interesting and instructive trip. 


(To be continued.) 


LARGE ENGINES FOR TRACTION WORK. 


Or high-speed engines there are no makers in Europe or in 
America fit to be compared with our now numerous British builders 
of both single and double-acting engines of this type. For some 
reason, perhaps because all the early electric work was of small 
power, the problem of the electric engine was left alone by the 
standard steam engine builders of the country, and this left a very 
open non-competitive field, in which the new high-speed engine 
makers were enabled to disport themselves and gain experience. It 
is, however, hardly correct to say, as it has been said, that the 
builders of large engines did nothing. Hick-Hargreaves, of Bolton, 
made the Deptford engines, of 1,200 or 1,500 н.р., more than 13 
years ago, and had in hand, and partly made, an engine of 10,000 н.р. 
But no other very large engines were made, and traction work, apart 
from lighting work, was much delayed by the foolish Tramways 
Act of 1870, and the still more foolish reading of Clause 43 of that 
Act—a reading that was surely never intended to be put on it. 
Then when a few traction schemes came along the plant was brought 
from America, and the Americans were very clever in selling a 
lot of, by no means strongly built, engines under the specious excuse 
that there were huge and incalculable stresses in tramway work, 
and only American engines were fit for it. This was, of course, just 
so much nonsense, because strength of parts is not a feature of 
American engines. True, a tramway load is one of wide and rapid 
variation, and demands good governing, and Amcrican engines, as a 
rule, had a good type of fly-wheel governor. Americans loudly 
proclaimed, when the size of engines was demanded greater, that 
British builders had not built, and could not build, large engines. This, 
too, though there are probably never absent from New York Harbour 
larger British-built engines than anything yet built in America! In- 
decd, we are uncertain if anything so big as 5,000 н.р. through one 
crankpin has even yet been built there, this being the power put through 
each of the two crankpins of the ss. Britannic fully a quarter of a 
century ago. We do not know how large are the largest mill 
engines in this country, but we know that many years ago engines 
went to India from Bolton of over 4,000 H.P., and, as we have said 
above, Hick-Hargreaves were prepared to build to 10,000 н.р. ina 
two-crank engine for Deptford. | 

To-day everything points to the likelihood of tramway work 
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being done with large engines. The small high-speed engine type 
is good up to its proper limit, but we doubt the wisdom of extending 
its range to very large sizes. Is it asking too much of the makers of 
large factory engines that they should bestir themselves and realise 
that the large engine is being called for? Already while they have 
been sitting still a new large engine maker has entered the field, 
and Ferranti has taken the contract for the І, С.С. new station. 
There is no reason why the old standard factory engine builders 


need hesitate. For a direct-current tramway service at least it . 


cannot even be claimed that the speed variation must be 
very small. A small variation in voltage on ordinary occasions, 
after all, does not impress the tramways engineer so very much 
when he has seen his cars toiling up a distant hill at about 350 volts 
with the lamps а dim red and the mains long and under-sized. It 
the customary type of governor is not quick enough, & quicker 
governor is not unobtainable. As regards the bogey of American 
competition and superability, let our factory engine builders see the 
Glasgow power station and note there the best that America can do, 
and ask themselves what there is in these engines to warrant all the 
fuss that has been made and all tke claims for superiority. Neither 
in design nor in finish is there anything extraordinary on the good 
side, and absolutely nothing to warrant an additional penny in 
price above the English engines. It is true, we believe, that the 
American engines were delivered sooner than the Bolton engines, 
but they were seemingly made to the standard patterns of the 
American builders, if we may judge by comparing them with the 
illustrations that appeared of the same makers’ productions ia the 
Engineer, whereas Messrs. Musgrave had to work to a foreign speci- 
fication as to sizes and arrangement. 

We ask our heavy engine builders seriously to consider the 
situation, being persuaded that the immediate future will show the 
wisdom of those firms who first realise that power and traction work 
is rapidly reaching the stage of big undertakings. Neither in work- 
manship nor in finish have we seen an American engine equal to the 
production of British workshops. In durability tbey are far inferior, 
owing to the American babit of sacrificing everything to easy shop- 
work, so that anything like real hardness of cylinder metal is not 
understood there. 

These, and other points, and the general American idea that any- 
thing is good enough to export, bave tended to open men's minds to 
the farce that has been so cleverly enscted, and should demonstrate 
to our builders of big engines that there is really no reason why 
they need longer stand back. As a sample comparison on general 
hnes of English and American work, we may cite the first tube 
railway, the City & South London, entirely English in 
equipment and ask how it is one hears so little about 
it. It has now been at work for over 11 years, with English 
equipment throughout, but we hear of no failure. Yet the 
Central London has had serious trouble with its gencrating plant—a 
much-boasted sample of American work throughout. American 
papers are very full of the fact that the Central London equipment 
was American. They assume it is because American equipment is 
better than English. Here, of course, we all know that other causes 
have been at work, but in respect of heavy steam engine work we 
feel that the stand-off attitude of our old-established firms has con- 


tributed to assist the partiality that has been shown to American 


plant for no reason, in price, quality, or working economy, that 
can be discovered. 

When makers are tied down too closely by consulting engineers’ 
specifications, the result is apt to be in favour of the particular 


manufacturer whose patterns most closely resemble the specified 
type. We think that much harm has resulted to British makers : 


from this рше because, too often, American types have been 
specified without, in our opinion, any advantage accruing thereby, 
and this is a point that might well receive attention not merely 
from our British engine builders, but also from our municipal 
authorities who have public money to spend, and too frequently 
have been frightened by the loud abuse of British work by interested 
foreigners. It is because of the rubbish that bas been talked and 
written of the terrible stresses upon the steam engines in tramway 
stations that we write this. Such stresses do not exist. 

Let us examine the action on a traction set. The designer 
of the steam engine fixes the latest period of cut-off, 
and he fixes the maximum initial pressure and loads the boiler 
safety valve to prevent this maximum being exceeded. 
He has now three data to go upon, namely, cylinder area, 
pressure, and the crank position for maximum moment. The 
maximum crank cannot exceed the mechanical crank length. The 
stress thus found may come upon the engine every stroke. The 
parts are, therefore, calculated to bear this stress. If the resistance 
of the generator exceeds this maximum engine power, then the 
engine will slow down. The worst that can happen in the way of 
stresses is when a period of no current is followed by the maximum 
demand. As this demand finds the engine with only steam enough 
in it to overcome friction, the load is dealt with by the fly-wbeel, 
which begins toslow down and admits, through the governor effect, full 
steam to the engine. This, being calculated for fall steam, simply 
works up to its maximum exactly as if it had had full steam for the 
previous hour or 10 hours or 10 days. With a marine engine the 
worst stress that can happen is when the propellor is flung into the 
air and dropped back into solid water, and all the effects of a 
racing propeller and a stationary mass of water subject to the 
laws of motion are brought to bear on the shaft. Here are stresses, 
indeed, with which a traction load cannot compare. The maximum 
sudden current demand on a generator requires time to grow to a 
maximum, perhaps half a second. It is not a material shock. It 
has not even-the inertia effect of an atmospheric fan brake. Any 
strees if may set up will be in the arms of the fly-wheel and in the 
sbaft between the fly-wheel and the generator. Hence the wisdom 
of transmitting all fly-wheel effort direct to the generator spider. 


Curiously enough, American designers, while so loudly pro- 
claiming the great stresses they alone are competent to ‘tackle, 
neglect the only points where such stresses can exert effect, and 
sometimes place the fly-wheel at one end and the generator at the 
other end of the shaft, so contradicting their own bogey. That this 
bogey has paid the Americans is largely the fault of the British 
engine makers, who, if they did not believe it, have allowed town: 
clerks and aldermen to remain unenlightened, and judgment has 
gone by default. 

Of course, it is not to be denied that in traction work the range 
of load is wide, and the load fluctuates continuously. But this does 
not imply stresses other than above indicated, though it may demand 
a difference in the governing arrangements, especially in alternating 
work. But in large engines with their comparatively steady loads, 
it appears, if the Glasgow engines аге any guide, that a very ordinary 
Corliss gear suffices to give satisfaction. Wherein cau the Glasgow 
engines be said to depart from factory types? Not even in the pro- 
vision of fly-wheel effect, for the fly-wheel effect is not compara- 
tively large. Many factory engine rope-rims for 1,000 rH P. have 
wheels of 70 tons for two-crank engines, aud this is closely the 
equivalent of a wheel of 150 tons fora 5,000-н.р. engine, even when 
the speed difference is allowed for. 

Where, then, is the reason for any neglect of power and traction 
work by English engineers? Simply nowhere, in truth. 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


LXXXVIIL—HARTLEPOOL ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


SUMMARY. | 


Extent of Contract.—Supply, delivery, and erection, under dif- 
ferent sections, of plant suitable for electric lighting scheme. 
Sec. No. 5, switchboard. Sec. No. 6, arc lamps. 

Switchboard.—To be suitable for the control of two 120-xw. gene- 
rators, a combined balancer and booster set, a battery of 260 celle, 
four arc lamp circuits, and two feeder circuits. 

Design of Board.—Left to the discretion of the tenderer, the types 
of instruments being specified in detail. 

Voltage of Circuit.—Three-wire low pressure, with 230 volta 
between middle wire and either outer. The dynamos are wound 
for voltage across outers of three-wire system. 

Number of Arc Lamps.—Forty, to be arranged to burn 10 in series 
across outers with 460 volts. Number may be increased to not more 


than 60 lamps. 


Type of Lamp.—To be double carbon type, 12]-ampere size, 
suitable for burning 16 hours without recarboning. 

Specified Cost of Carbons. —Not to exceed one-eighth of а penny per 
lamp-hour. : 

Lamp Posts.—To be supplied under another section. 

Alternative Tender.—An alternative tender may be submitted for 
providing silver-backed incandescent lamps entirely in place of the 
arc lamps. | 

Specified Date of Completion.— Eight months from date of order. 

Penalty for Late. Cmpletion.— Two pounds (£2) per day for either 
section. D 

Specified Terms оў Payment. —Up to 75 per cent. of value of work 
executed during progress of work. Three-fifths of balance = 15 
per cent. of whole sum within one month from date of engineer's 
certificate of completion, remaining 10 per cent. at end of period 
of maintenance. z х e 

Maintenance l'eriod. —Twelve months from date of completion. 

Sureties.—T wo to be provided, to be jointly and severally bound 
in a sum equal to twice the contract sum. | 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foreman.—Fairly satisfactory. 

Stipulations os to Wages ta be Paid to Workmen.—WNone. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Very unsatisfactory. See comments below. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.—January 25th, 1902. 


This specification is prepared and issued by Mr. H. C. Crummack, 
A.M.I.C.E., the borough engineer to the Corporation of Hartlepool. 
It is in many respecte unsatisfactory. Dealing with the sec- 
tions mentioned in detail above, viz, those for the switch- 
board and arc lamps, we find that the powers of the engineer are 
very arbitrary, practically everything having to meet with his 
approval, while as regards requirements he leaves this, to a very 
large extent, to the judgment of the tenderer. Such details as the 
type and length of scales of the various instruments are given great, 
rominence, but information as to the desired arrangement of the 
ard, and those requirements which determine, to a large extent, 
its cost are conspicuous by their absence. The same criticism 
applies to the arc-lamp section; it is pos:ible in widely different 
ways to meet the specification, and items which may prove very 
expensive, and which are, to a large extent, out of the control of the 
contractor for that section, have to be included in the price. Such, 
for instance, is the cost of jointing, which must be carried out by 
the contractor for the maius, though paid for by the contractor for 
the arc lamps. 
Such clauses unnecessarily increase the cost of the work, and st 
the same time render it very difficult to estimate its probuble value. 
The general conditions are amongst the worst we have la'ely 
examined. 
No provision is made for arbitration, the engineer having the a le 
power to decide any differences of opinion which may arite, and it 
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only needs a careful reading of the specification to convince one 
that there is a great probability of disagreement as to the meaning 
of a number of the different clauses. 

The terms of payment are, on the whole, acceptable, though some 
provision should be made for the possible retention of 25 per cent. 
of the contract sum until one month after receipt of the engineer’s 
certificate of completion. Tenderers will note that there is no 
appeal from ліз interpretation of the term “completion,” and that it 
is expressly stipulated that Ле may, if he thinks fit, withhold or with- 
draw his certificates. 

It is necessary for tendercrs to propose two sureties, who shall 
be jointly and severally bound ina sum equal to double the tendered 
amount. This, in our opinion, is preposterous, and should _be 
strongly objected to, the usual 20 per cent. of contract sum being 
offered in place of the 200 per cent. demanded. 

We strongly advise all tenderers to be careful, in sending in offers, 
to object to such clauses asthe above. They are unfair to all parties, 
and it is only by combined action that such demands can be success- 
fully withstood, E fu 


г ee 


HIGH SPEED STEAM ENGINES. 


By JOHN DAVIDSON. 


(Continued from page 79.) 


SINGLE-ACTING engines are also made in the enclosed type, but 
they mostly depend only upon the splash caused by the crank 
dipping into a well of oil for the lubrication of all the other parts, 
and this appears to be a very efficient means uf lubricating this type 
of engine, but would not answer the purpose in the double-acting 
engines, the bearings on this type of engine being closed-in all 
round and no space available for the oil to enter unless very special 
means be made for distribution of the oil. Then, again, with oi] 
only flowing into the bearings by gravity, it is not possible to spread 
а film over the surfaces in such an efficient manner as when it is 
there under pressure ready to spread itself immediately the pressure. 
between the two surfaces is reduced or entirely taken away. It is 
certainly owing to this most perfect system of lubrication which is 
used in connection with double-acting engines that the wear is 80 
small, and from the tables which the author gives below it will be 
seen that the wear in a quick revolution engine is, if anything, less 
than that which takes place in one of the old slow revolution 
horizontal millengines. The following is a report on the wear of 
various parts of a Willans patent central valve compound enging 
of 80 1.н.р. after five years’ work. The engine was used for light- 
ing a ferry works, and for supplying power to the various electric 
motors. The average run was 13 hours per day, for six days a 
week; total run amounts to about 1,560 days, or 20,280 hours, 
or about 535,392,000 revolutions. E 


Low-PRESSUBE TRUNKS. 


Wear from gland rings; steam igland ring 
has reduced trunk ... ds a vis 
Air buffer; steam gland ring has reduced 
trunk бае s Vs .. 015 in. i 
Inside wear, due to the valves, could not be 
. measured accurately, but it amounts to 
about Ves У? 885 oe is 


'002 in. in diameter. 


002 in. 


HIGH-PRESSURE TRUNKS. 


Outside wear due to gland rings ... .. "008 in. 
Inside wear due to valves (approximately) 002 in. 


CYLINDERS. 
, Inch. Inch. 
L.P. cylinder, wear at the top portion. ‘008 and 001 oval. 
5 midway, wear iss ... 007 „ 0015 „ 
: б bottom of cylinder, wear... 009 „ 002 ,, 
H. P. cylinder, wear at top portion .. 022 „ 0015 „ 
i midway, wear me ... 0265 „ 001 „ 
B. i bottom of cylinder, wear... 025 „ 0015 „ 


Connecting rod brasees, worn in the crown, ‘02 in. 

Cross-head pin, maximum wear on one portion, 002 in. 

Valve guide pin, wear due to little end of eccentric rod, 
004 in. 

Connecting rod, small end bush, wear, nil. 

Eccentric rod, wear in the bush in the small end is ‘002 in. in 
diameter. Total wear between eccentric shaft and pin amounts 
to 03 in., and in the strap varies from 075 in. to ‘15 in. 

Crankshaft.— The grooves worn at the ends are 18 in. in depth 
at the governor end, and 4. at the dynamo end. 

Journals.—The wear on the journals varies from ‘001 in. to 
'002 in., while that on the eccentrics is nil. That on all four 
crankpins is ‘007 in., all being quite alike, but they may have 
been as much as ‘003 in. below standard size originally (this 
being the maximum deviation allowed from the standard size). 
All pins and journals are absolutely round. 

Main bearings.—Tke wear in these varies from nothing at the 
governor end to 016 in. at the dynamo end. 


Paper read before the Liverpool Engineering Society on 
December 4th, 1901. | : 


As will be seen from the above table, the wear after five years’ 
work was not appreciable, and Speaks wonders for the design of 
the engine, and also for the care it must have received while 
running. ; 

Below I give a detailed report on a Belliss double-acting self- 
lubricating engine which had been in continuous daily work for 


three years driving a generator by belt drive. 


REPORT or Dynamo ENGINE. 


When opened up the engine was found to be ina very satisfac- 
tory condition generally. The cylinder surfaces were in splendid: 
condition, and there was no sign of grooving upon them. The 
bearings were all slightly ridged by grit but not much worn, wear 
being as per following statement. The oil strainer was not of our 
present type, with very fine gauze. The wood lagging on the 
separator was loose, but not charred. The lagging on cylinders in 
capital condition. The wear as measured was found ‘to be as 


follows :— : 
Inch. HP i^ Inch. 
e 2 бб e е crankpin eoe eee 53 
Crankshaft main bearing l ‘to i Eccentric sheaves wee тв 
journal : 1000 
тоюб L. P. crosshead pin * yo 
L. P. crankpin eee TP Teds Н.Р. cylinder "P T тобо 
Н.Р. crosshead pin + тообо | Piston. rings open at 
Valve rod crosshead e) тоб joints eee T" ls full 
L.P.cylinder  ... oe Ads 


“ The total wear of the shaft and brasses—i.¢., amount the bearing 
caps have been let together—was 160 in. at the governor end and 
1655 in. at fly-wheel end. 

Valve Rings.—The thickest feeler which could in any way be 
passed between the solid valve ring and the valve chamber: bore 
was found to be ri in., representing, say, robo in. wear from 
original dimensions. » vo — 

In re-erecting care was taken not to interfere with the Piston or 
slide valves beyond cleaning them, and before despatch“a careful 
test of the engine was made, when it gave a result little if anything’ 
worse than similar engines previously tested, the water consump-· 
tion being 23:4 Ibs. per B.H P. ав compared with the result of 23:3 
and 23°07 obtained from two engines of the same dimensions 
recently tested on brake under conditions very closely approximate. 

“ In view of the very highly satisfactory results, it was decided to 
return the engine without any alteration to the pistons, rings, or 
slide Marine Н 

From the above reports, which are examples from actual practi 
I think it can safely be said that the quick revolution engine is oue 
which does not wear very rapidly, and is a very favourable com- 
petitor of the ponderous slow-revolution open-type engines. s 

The quick revolution engine is one which can be relied upon, and 
is not subject to breakdowns. In support of this statement, the 
author will quote an instance of one engine which has been at work 
almost continuously, day and night, for nearly four years. 


REPORT ох Dynamo ENGINE (No. 2). 


“In one year it ran 99°77 per cent. of the total hours, the longest 
run without stopping being from J uly 1st to November 30th, during 
which time the combined steam dynamo made 85,000,000 revolutions 
without stopping. | 

" The engine still runs absolutely noiselessly, and has required 
practically no repairs or adjustment. 

The records show that there have been по hot bearings or failure 


'of the oil supply. 


" The steam cylinders were last opened out for inspection 12 
months ago. They haye just now been again examined, and 
ae in perfect condition, the cylinder surfaces being extremely 
good. 

“The wear on the working parts that were measured was found 
to be extremely small, and fully bears out a Similar report taken 
some months ago on a similar engine." 


Economy.—The only fair method of comparing the steam consump- 
tion of engines is by measuring the weight of steam used per brake 
horse-power, as by measuring the indicated horse-power the 
mechauical efficiency of the engine is not taken into consideration, 
varying very considerably in different types of engines. For 
instance, the mechanical etticiency of an ordinary well-designed and 
built slow-speed engine of about, вау, 500 н.р., may be taken as a 
maximum from 88 per cent. to 90 per cent. at the full load; a 
single-acting quick-revolution engine, with splash lubrication, a 
maximum of about 90 per cent.; a double-acting engine of the 
forced lubrication type, from 91 to 93 per cent., and even 96 per 
cent. has been attained in special cases. 

The high mechanical etticiency obtained with engines of the 
quick-revolution type is mainly due to the perfect system of lubri- 
cation adopted, and the lightness of the parts. There are many 
other things, however, besides the mechanical efficiency of an 
engine, which have considerable effect upon the steam consumption 
per B. H. p., as, for instance, the following :— 

Jacketting of cylinders. 

Whether the steam be superheated or saturated. 

Surfaces exposed to atmosphere, aud consequent loss due to 
radiation. 

Method of governiug adopted, whether throttle or automatic 
expansion. 

To deal with all these points in detail would require another 
paper at least, so the author must be content with speaking gene- 
rally on the various points, and leave you to judge for yourselves as 
fe the ultimate results, from actual tests of engines of the various 

y pes. 
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Jacketting of cylinders appears to bate very little ndvantage 
with engines of the short-stroke quick-revolution type, and the 
quicker the engine runs, the less appears to be the advantage, so 
that now the majority of quick-revolution engine builders do not 
jacket the cylinders, having found that the gain resulting therefrom 
is not worth the extra expense entailed. 

Superheating, of course, has a most beneficial effect in reducing 
the initial condensation practically to à minimum, according to the 
degree of superheat used. This applies to both quick-revolution 
and slow-revolution engines alike. Superheated tteam, although 
used many years ago, appears to have been abandoned owing to the 
mechanical difficulties caused thereby in the engine itself, and has 
only recently been taken up seriously as something worth using, 
and whereby great economy might be obtained. 

Respecting the areas of surfaces exposed for radiation, &c., on 
this point the quick-revolution engine scores heavily, and all that 
may be said here is that the quicker you run the engine the less the 
surfaces exposed; as the quicker the engine runs the less the size of 
cylinders required for a given power. 

The type of governor adopted, of course, has a similar effect on 
both of engines—either quick or alow revolution, but we have 
yet to learn what is the difference in economy between variable 
expansion and throttle governing, whsn highly superheated steam 
is used; perhaps the throttle governor will then lose some of its 
present great reputation. 

Mr. Willans found that by increasing the speed of rotation of an 
engine, very appreciable gain in economy was effected, due to the 
shortness of time the cylinder walls and ports were exposed to the 
temperature of the exhaust steam, and the reduced initial condensa- 
tion thereby. 

As actual facts are what are wanted, and it is no use supposing 
this and something else will give economy, the author gives you the 
result of various tests for comparison, from which you can judge 
for yourselves which is the most favourable engine—quick or slow 
revolution, not forgetting that besides the gain in economy the 
quick revolution engine is the cheapest in first cost—foundations 
cheaper, buildings cheaper; and if the engine is coupled direct to а 
generator, the generator is ‘cheaper. 


Eoonomy TESTS. 


Test оғ WiLLANS ENGINE at Messrs. Gunning & Campbell's Mill, 
Belfast, October 4th, 1894. 


Duration of Tests: First, 4°29 hours; second, 3:52 hours; 
third, 3:55 hours; and fourth, 3:05 hours. Effective area of 
cylinders (three of each): High pressure, 90836 sq. in.; inter- 
mediate, 345°44 sq. in.; low pressure, 587175 sq. in.; stroke, 
10°24 in. 


Mean boiler pews above the 
atmosphere “ 

Mean admission high Pressure 
cylinder 2 

Mean effective pressure on low 
pressure cylinder к 


190 lbs. per sq. in. 
169:5 Ibs. per sq. in. 
28:918 lbs. per sq. in. 


Mean vacuum i .. 25925 in. 
Mean revolutions per minute .. 2998 
Mean LH P. 394775 
Mean total fecd-water per hour 5,050 lbs. 
Mean deductions for separator and 

other drains per hour ... . . 1171 lbs. 
Mean total steam to engine per 

hour А 4,932°9 lbs. 
Mean steam used per LH P. per 

hour " A 12:49 lbs. 
Temperature of feed to economiser 113° 
Temperature of feed to boiler ... 243° 
Coal burnt per hour 4576 lbs. 
Coal burnt per square foot of grate 

area per hour .. 143 lbe. 
Coal burnt per 1 H.P. per hour 1:185 Ibe. 


Pounds of water evaporated per 
Ib. of fuel 5 111 
Pounds of water evaporated per 
lb. of fuel from and at 212° F. 
Pounds of water evaporated per 
square foot of penne surface 
per hour .. ds : *. 558 


12:83 


TRIAL о BELLISS 250 н.р. Quick REVOLUTION SELF-LUBRICATING 
ENGINE, WHEN GOVERNED BY THROTTLE VALVE. 


Cylinders 12 and 20 in. diameter, with 10-in. stroke. Boiler 
pressure, 150 lbs. per sq. in. above the atmosphere. 
Five- | One. One- 
Full ; : 
= | toad, ed, | nas чаш 


— — — 


| | 
Mean effective pressure per sq. 401 259 | 157| 109 
in. reduced to low-pressure | 


cylinder, lbs. 
Mean revolutions per minute ... 370 370 380 382 
Mean indicated horse-power ... | 235°4 | 1522 950 | 662 
Mean electric horse-power 2130 132 2 778 | 530 


Combined efficiency, Tx % | 904 | 868 | 819| 800 


Water рег hour, total ... . Ibs. | 4,473 1,992 | 1,503 
per I. H. r. Ibs. | 210 217 256 | 284 


»-: » 


TEsT or BROWETT-LINDLEY ENGINE. 


Engine 200 xw. size, 350 revolutions per minute, 130 lbs. steam 
pressure, 100^ superheat, 26 in. vacuum. 

This engine, after 18 months' continuous ruríning, of about 16 
hours per day, was tested for steam consumption by the electrical 
contractors. No notice of test was given to the engine builders, 
and no preparation was made for the test. No adjustments have 
been made to the engine since first installed. The engine runs ex- 
ceedingly quietly on load, and the steam consumption at three- 
quarters of fullload worked out to be 24 lbs. per kw., or abont 
179 Ibs. per в.н.р. As this engine is most economical at the full 
load, the steam consumption is very satisfactory, and considerably 


under the guarantee. 
(To be concluded.) 


A LAMP ON A NEW PRINCIPLE FOR 
LIGHT TREATMENT. 


DR. S. Baxa, manager of the Laboratory in Finsen’s Light Institute 
writes a preliminary notice on a new lamp. Не observes that the 
arc lamp has hitherto been used as the artificial source of light. 
But as the therapeutically active rays (the blue, violet, and ultra- 
violet) are mixed with a number of indifferent and partly harmful 
Tays, it was necessary to remove them by an energetic filtration 
process (through water), a proceeding which results in only a small 
portion of the initial energy being left for effective use. The 
apparatus of Lortet and Genoud to some extent got rid of this diffi- 
culty, by making it possible to bring the patient very close to the 
arc by means of the interposition of a glass screen, which is cooled 
by a current of water. , | 

Both methods possessed the disadvantage in common that the 
only lamps available were constructed for optical purposes, and no 
lamp existed so constructed as to produce the coldest light, whilst 
at the same time the richest in ultra-violet rays. 

The author states that he has now succeeded in constructing such 
a lamp by using metals of suitable spectral properties, as, for in- 
stance, iron, the spectrum of which is well known to be very rich 
in the desired rays, as electrodes; and this has been possible by 
cooling the electrodes by water, either by making them hollow and 
letting a current of water paas through, or by making larger lamps and 
placing them in water contained in a suitably constructed vessel. 

In this simple way a light of unexpected properties is obtained. 
While with the carbon electrodes the greatest quantity of light 
comes from the points of the incandescent carbons, especially from 
the crater of the positive carbon, the arrangement in question gives 
a real arc light, as it is almcst exclusively the arc between the elec- 
trodes that emits radiation. "The effect of the cooling is, therefore, 
not only prevention of the fusing of the electrodes, but also that the 
formation of the crater is much reduced ; the energy developed thus 
passes to the arc, and the arc rays are produced rather than the elec- 
trode rays. 

The bactericidal power of these rays is such as has not hitherto 
been realised. Whilst the usual arc lamp of 25 amperes and 55 volts 
at 66 cm. distance, and under the most favourable conditions, kills 
Staphylococcus pyogenes aureus in 44 minutes, the latter is killed by 
the lamp described, with iron electrodes and equal power, and 
other conditions, in somewhat less than 4 seconds, which shows 
a bactericidal power of 60 times that of the usual arc light. Similar 
results are shown regarding the irritant effects on the skin of these 
cold rays. Five minutes' radiation at 1 metre distance from the 
lamp is sufficient to produce a well-marked light erythema of the 
whoie face, which lasts for several days. 

For local treatment the writer explains that he has constructed 
quite a small lamp, which, including various adjuncts, is not much 
bigger than a tablespoon. This lamp is placed upon the skin in foto, 
as the light arc is so cool that it can be placed at 1 to 14 cm. from 
the skin. More than 150 trials, upon sound as well as upon lupus 
skin, have shown that a lamp of 5 amperes and 40 volts gives in 
5 minutes (generally in 3 minutes) over a surface of 10 sq. cm. light 
reaction of the same strength as from the usual apparatus of 60 
amperes and 50 volts in 14 hours. In other words, to obtain this effect 
with the old apparatus 13,500 kw. seconds were necessary, which 
treated four patients, therefore3,375 Kw.-seconds per patient, whereas 
with the new lamp only 60 kw.-seconds, or i th of the energy formerly 
consumed. As is quite natural, the effect is higher if a stronger 
current is used, but as the effect of the usual lamps is in practice 
nearly proportional to the amperes, it would appear that the bac- 
tericidal power of the new lamp is proportional to the whole 
quantity of energy, or to the number of watts (5 to 10 amperes 
and 30 to 50 volts). The most suitable current seems to be 
8 amperes and 40 volts. As the light of this lamp is very powerful 
no concentration is necessary. In consequence of this, and as no 
automatic regulation is necessary, the lamp is very cheap to con- 
struct, and it can be used on any ordinary installation for incan- 
deacent lamps 


a 
Tramways and Light Railways Association.— 
Mr. Thomas W. Howe, F. R. G. S., managing director of the Empire“ 
Roller Bearings Company, Limited, was last week elected a member 
of the Council. 


* Journal of Physical Therapeutics, 
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APPLICATIONS AND USES OF ARC 
LAMPS. | 


(Concluded from page 74.) 


Tum "P" type lamp still holds its own for all purposes where first 
cost is not of moment, but where a strong substantial lamp, capable 
of standing hard and rough usage is the chief consideration. 

Among instances of this description one might mention street 
lighting, railway station lighting, iron and steel works, &c. 

Even in the case of a cheap lamp, however, reliability and free- 
dom from breakdown is of vital importance, as these lamps find 
their way into the bands of unskilled attendants, almost more во 
than the more expensive lamps, which are sold largely to engineers 
who understand the attention they require. 

The 8 type lamp, which has now been on the market since 
1895, has been successful to a marked degree in fighting the 
cheaply-made foreign lamp, which, although only slightly cheaper in 
first cost, due to lighter build, is considered by many to be more 
expensive in maintenance. 

In addition to being low in price, this “S” lamp has the 
further advantage of being very short, and consequently of being 
better fitted for interior lighting where headroom is limited. 

Althougb primarily introduced for use in positions where tbe 
burning conditions were not severe, such as interior ligbting, the 
"S" type lamp has not stopped here, but has been used in many 
cases for street lighting, in the dirtiest positions in iron and steel 
works and foundries, and, in fact, under the most adverse conditions 
with satisfactory results. 

Even after the introduction of the “8” type lamp there was no 
rest for arc lamp manufacturers. Shortly after this the enclosed 
long-burning lamp was bronght over from America, and arc lamp 
manufacturers in this country were told that they might as well 
close their shops as go on making the open-type Jamp. 

It was not difficult to appreciate that lamps of the enclosed type 
would bave certain advantages when applied to special cases, and 
that unless their manufacture was undertaken, the supply would 
bave to be obtained by importing from abroad. Under these 
circumstances, Messrs. Crompton, among other makers, decided 


to bring out a long-burning double enclosed lamp, which could. 


te sold at about the same cost as their "S" type lamp, and 


their efforts in this direction culminated in the introduction 
of the Chelmsford " long-burning arc lamp. 

This lamp is illustrated in fig. 5, from which it will be g.thered 
that the Jamp can either be suspended with the fittings shown, or 
the top fitting can be removed and the lamp screwed direct into a 
pipe, as shown jn fig. 1, to ensure a rigid suspension. 

Although there was a certain truth in the advantages held forth 
for enclosed type lamps, yet this type of lamp bas not yet made 
the impression upon the arc lamp industry which some thought 
it would. | 

It should be borne in mind that many of the manufacturers and 
importers of enclosed lamps confine their attention to this pattern 
only, and consequently their opinions as to the merits and adapta- 
bility of this type of lamp must, to a large extent, be biassed. 


Actual experience in this country, extending over some years' 
use, seems to point to the fact that for lighting open spaces, 
factories and works, where sufficient head room is available, 
and where a strong light is required, the open type of lamp 
is preferable; whereas for lighting shops where the head room 
is limited, or for lighting retail establishments, where the 
double globes have an advantage from the fire insurance point 
of view, and where minimum attention in trimming is of con- 
siderable importance, the enclosed lamp has advantages. | 

Further, for equal power, the enclosed lamp, although giving a 
more distributed light, which can be put to considerable use, as 
referred to previously, where the head room is limited, does not 
give out so much light as the ordinary single globe 45-volt arc. | 

It is not intended by this to decry the merits of long-burning 
enclosed lamps, as they have their distinct spheres of usefulness. 
They should, however, be installed with discretion, and cannot 
be used to best advantage to meet all cases. | 

We propose now to pass оп to a more detailed technical 
description of the “Р,” “5,” and “Chelmsford” lamps, at the 
same time going into the various burning conditions, and 
emphasising and criticising the running conditions which one finds 
in every day use. 


CRoMPTON-PocHiN “Р” TYPE Arc Lamp. 


This type of lamp is made either for single or double carbon 
burning, and can be used either on direct, alternating or rectified 
circuits. 

Tbe lamp is of the rack-rod type, with a brake wheel escapement 
for enabling the rack-rod to feed down when the lever, which is 
usually controlled by two solenoids, a series and a shunt, gets into 
the feeding position. е "n 

The top of the lamp is arranged in such a way that the mechanism 
and base of the lamp can be lowered from it, and the act of doing 
this entirely cuts off the current from the lamp, which enables the 
trimmer to work away at the lamp without any fear of shocks. 
This means that the leads are brought into the top cover, and only 
when the lamp is closed and in the working position is the current 
switched on to the lamp. The brake surfaces are all metal, and 
therefore last for years without renewing. Rubber aud other 
materials arc frequently used in other Jamps in order to get a more 
delicate feed, but these soft brakes have to be renewed frequently, 
and, in fact, do not give in everyday use the delicate feed they 
show on test. Messrs. Crompton therefore prefer to use metal 
brakes, which will last for years and by careful attention to 
design, give a feed which is sufficiently sensitive to meet all 
practical requirements, as can be gathered by the many fine examples 
of street lighting by Crompton lamps throughout the kingdom. 

The delicacy of feed also remains practically constant throughout 
the life of the lamp, if this is only given ordinary attention. 


Direct-Current Lamps.—W hen Jamps are required for burning four 
in series, the question frequently crops up whether an automatic 
cut-out and substitutional resistance is necessary. It is evident 
that if one lamp hangs up, or the carbons become exhausted, due 
sometimes to inattention on the part of the trimmer, the remainder 
will go out and may cause inconvenience; also the shunt of the 
lamp that has hung up will be thrown into series with the remaining 
arcs, which will have fallen together, and consequently will receive 
practically the full circuit volts across it, and will thus run the risk 
of getting burnt up. These two dangers cau be avoided by fitting 
automatic cut-outs and substitutional resistances to each of the 
lamps. 

The automatic cut-outs can be fitted either in the lamps them- 
selves, or externally; in either case they can be of the resetting or of 
the non-resetting type. Ifof the resetting type, the cut-out Jamp will 
start up again automatically, if the carbons fal] together agsin—if of 
the non-resetting type, the switch must be turned or the cut-out re-set 
before the lamp will start up again. A lamp fitted with an internal 
cut-out is more self-contained, but, on the other band, space inside 
the lamp is limited, and it is easier to make a satisfactory external 
cut-out. 

On the whole, if there is room for fixing an external cut-out, 
it is to be recommended. 

Perhaps the best answer as to whether to use cut-outs and sub- 
stitutional resistances would appear to be that there is no actual 
necessity for them in the case of lamps burning four or more in 
series, 

If the lamps are properly looked after and cleaned the chances 
of their hanging up are remote, and even if one did hang up, the 
fact that all four lamps went out would soon attract the attention 
of the attendant. 

On the other hand, if a few shunt coils were burnt up during the 
year, the total cost of them in a well looked after installation 
would represent a small percentage on the extra capital outlay for 
the cut-outs and resistances. 

For circuits of, say, 10 lamps in series on a constant potential 
circuit the matter is different, and here it is advisable to have an 
automatic cut-out and substitutional resistances to each lamp, as in 
the event of one lamp hanging up, the whole series of 10 lamps 
going out would be a serious matter. 

In cases, however, where a considerable margin is allowed between 
the circuit volts and the total volts required by the lamps, substi- 
tutional resistances may be omitted, and short-circuiting cut-outs 
only provided. 

For circuits above this number of lamps in series, it is scarcely 
necessary to have substitutional resistances, but merely automatic 
short-circuiting cut-outs, as the volts taken by one lamp, should it 
fail, can, without difficulty, be distributed over the remainder. 

In the case of lamps run on а constant-current circuit, short- 
circuiting cut-outs only are necessary. 
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In the case of internal cut-outs) and :;external substitutional 
resistances, three wires come away! from the lamp ia place of 
two. `r — 


The necessary regulating resistances for lamps on constant 


potential should be placed external to the lamps, and not 
internal. 


Alternating Current Lamps. A great many lamps of this type are 
used on alternating circuits with very satisfactory results. 

On the whole, however, the “S” type lamp gives quite as satis- 
factory results on alternating circuits, and consequently is usually 
put forward. | 

Some important remarks are made under this heading regarding the 
"S" type lamp, which apply equally to the “Р” type, and should 
therefore be noted. 


“Rectified Circuits.—With the exception of а few details in con- 
firuction, the lamps intended for burning under these conditions are 
similar to those for continuous current circuits. 


CBOMPION-PocHIN S TYPE Lamp. 


This type of lamp has in the past only been made for single 
carbon burning, and can be used either on continuous, alternating, 
or rectified circuits. 

The lamp is of the band brake type, which enables a very short 
design to be made compared with the rod type of lamp. 

As in the P” type, a series and a shunt solenoid is provided, 
and the iron cores of these are attached respectively to the ends 
р rocking lever, to which is also attached one end of the 

e. 
This brake, which takes the form of a chain or band of metal, is 
then passed round a wheel or drum, and its other end is attached to 
a flat spring. 
Ona the drum are coiled a pair of flexible connectors, one of which 
is attached to the descending and the other to the ascending carbon 
holder, 80 that the rotation of the drum in one direction or the 
other controls the movements of approach, or the drawing apart of 
the carbons. 
. The tension on the brake chain is determined by the position of 
the rocking lever, which, in turn, is controlled through the iron 
cores by the currents passing in the two solenoids. 
- This brake mechanism, whilst affording an extremely sensitive 
and practically continuous feed, is exceedingly powerful, and 
effectually prevents any slipping together of the carbons when the 
lamp is subjected to severe vibration from any cause. 


Direct Current Lamps.—There are no special remarks to make 
under this heading, as the remarks made under ће “Р” type lamp 
also apply here. 

The cut-outs either of the resetting, or of the non-resetting type, 
ч fixed either internally or externally, to suit the requirements 
of the case. 


- Alternating Current Lamps. This design of lamp is specially 
$uitable for burning on alternating circuits. 

Lamps can be run in series on alternating circuits in one of three 
Ways. | 

(а) Two ог more lamps, provided with main and shunt coils, may 
be ran in series with an external choking coil, which takes the place 
of the resistance in continuous current lamps. 

(6) Two or three lamps may be run off a special lamp transformer. 
This arrangement has the merits that the lamps can be switched off 
independently of one another, whilst so far as current consumption 
15 concerned, the primary input is for all practical purposes in 
direct proportion to the number of lamps burning, and what is an 
important point, no shunt coil is required in the lamp. 

In series running of alternating arc lamps the weakest part is 
undoubtedly the shunt coil, which is somewhat liable to become 
overheated and burn up, consequently running them off a trans- 
former, as described above, is cheapest in the long run. 

(c) Finally, when a number of alternating lamps are run in series, 
the compensating system is often adopted, which consists in 
placing a compensating coil or choker across the terminals of each 
lamp. This compensating coil dispenses with the shunt coil of the 
lamp, with the automatic cut-out, and, finally, with the substitu- 
tional resistance. A choking coil is placed in series with the lamp 
circuit for taking up the excess circuit voltage, unless, as is some- 


times the case in long series burning, a constant current transformer 
is used. 


“ CHELMSFORD” Ехсгоѕер LoNG-Buryinc Arc LAMP. 


These lamps are extremely simple in design, and can be made 
With а minimum of alteration for direct, alternating, or rectified 
circuits. 

It has been a great temptation to place the necessary steadying 
resistance inside the lamp, and although this has been done by 
some makers, thus enabling them to sell the lamps self-contained, 
teady for coupling to the mains, there is always the fear that 
excessive heat may be generated inside the lamp, to the detriment of 
satisfactory working. 

The following is, therefore, the arrangement advocated by Messrs. 
Crompton as being the most suitable. 


Direct Current Lamps.—Lamps for burning singly can be fitted 
with the necessary resistance internally, to enable them to be 
coupled up direct оп 100 to 110-volt mains. It is, however, 
preferred that this resistance should be external. '- ..“.: 


lamps for burning in series are supplied with external resist- 
ances of the usual pattern, but а resistance arranged in а dome 


or canopy, to be suspended above the lamp can be supplied at a 
small extra charge. А lamp fitted in this way is shown in fig. 6. 
Either steadying or substitutional resistances can be fitted inside 
these canopies. This arrangement, whilst making the lamp and 
resistance practically sel- ontained, has the advantage of con- 
sidera!ly better ventilation. Internal cut-outs can be provided 


when desired. 


Alternating Current Laips.—Lamps for burning singly are fitted 
with the necessary choking coil internally, to enable them to be 
direct coupled on to 100 to 110 volts, the choker being adjustable 
to suit various periodicities. 

Lamps for series burning, however, are arranged with an internal 
compensating coil and external adjustable choker, or are arranged 
to run off special lamp transformers when the circuit voltage is 
suitable, as in the case of open arc lamps. 
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In addition to their standard lamps, Messrs. Crompton & Со. 
manufacture lamps for special purposes, such as photographic, light- 
house work, &c., aud it will give the reader some!idea of the extent 
of the business done in arc lamps, when we say that there are never 
less than 3,000 lamps in stock and in progress at their Chelmsford 
works. | 

Fig. 7 shows а special arc lamp carrier with swinging frame to 
make the lamp easily accessible for cleaning and recarboning 
purposes. This design of arc lamp carrier is specially adapted for 
use with the patent insulated top which has been used by Messrs. 
Crompton & Co. for street livhting purposes with satisfactory 
results. 
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NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрзои & Oo., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 899, High Holborn, London W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


8. The Duo incandescent (electric) lamp.” J. IsHERWOOD. January 1st. 

18. ‘Improvements in and connected with electric tramcars and the like." 
J. Н. Peters and L. PETERS. January lst. 

91. "Improvements in and relating to electric tramways or street railways.” 
H. 8. Cowx. January Ist. 

58. "Improvements in or relating to electric relays or the like." Р. Picarp. 
January Ist. 

Tl. "Improvements in the method and means of registering the consumption 
of electric current, or other forms of energy developing heat." E. S. ISHAM,Jnr. 
January ist. (Complete.) 

102. “ Improvements in Nernst lamps.“ 8. Gowax and THE NERNST ELECTRIC 
Licut, Limitep. January 2nd. 

106. Ап improved electrical indicator." D. WELLS. January 2nd. 

117. "Improvements relating to overhead tramway, telegraph and telephone 
wires." J. T. Pearson. January 2nd. 

118. ‘Improvements in or relating to anodes for electrolytic operations.” 
M.p’AUDRIMONT. January 2nd. (Complete.) 

120. ''The electric car trolley guide." J. REYNOLDS. January and. 

146. “ А method of utilising two conductors and earth for transmitting a 
number of different electrical communications.” C. M. JacoBs and A. Н. 
NicHOLSON. January 2nd. 

173. “Improvements in and relating to electric lighting arrangements, 
particularly applicable for railway trains." Е. W. SCHNEIDER and А. STRAUSS- 
CoLLiN, January 2nd. 

185. ‘Improvements in electric resistances.” W. Dv B. DuppELL and 
Т. MATHER. January 8rd. 

189. “Improvements in and relating to trolley pulleys for overhead electric 
traction.” W. B. Dixox. January 8rd. 

2989. ‘Improvements in electrical transformers for 
А. Е. Berry and THE BRITISH ELECTRIC TRANSFORMER 
PANY, LIMITED. January 8rd. 

252. A new and improved switch, suitable for high voltage electric currents.” 
J. W. Hintze. January 4th. 

808. “Improvements in circuit closers for portable electrical apparatus." 
W. Rocne. January 4th. (Complete.) 


lyphase currente." 
UFACTURING Com- 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W, P. Thompson 
and Oo., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


2,883. ‘‘ improvements in hydrocarbon motors, ohlefiy designed fer motor 
vehloles and tho like." Soc. Anonyme d'Electricto et f Antemebſiee Mors. Dated 
February 18th, 1900. The engines are designed for propelling motor road 
vehicles, &nd have four cylinders and cranks. 'The angular position of the 
exhaust and igniting cams on the shaft is adjusted by a centrifugal governor, 
which moves а sleeve in an axial direction, which sleeve has projections 
engaging with & helical groove in the shaft. Or the governor may alter the 
angular position on the crankshaft of the pinion that drives the countershaft. 
A float-controlled oil reservoir has four passages leading to nozzles in the 
air pipes which supply the four cylinders. The air current is controlled by a 
sliding valve. 


2,897. = игүне relating to woacways on the surface contact system." 
W. Chapman. Dated February 18th, 1900. Electric railways and tramways оп a 
surface contact or like system with electro-magnetic switches in which the 
various conductors and connections are duplicated so that one set acts as a 
reserve, 


2,828. ‘‘Iimprovoments in electrolysers." W. T. Chapman and W. E. Batt. Dated 
February 14th, 1900. The anode carbon rod and the copper conducting rod are 
connected together by a block of antimonial lead cast upon them, The upper 
portion of the rod is screw threaded, while the lower is covered with a material 
such as sheet lead, which will not be acted upon by chlorine gas. The anode is 
adjustably supported so thatit can be lowered as it becomes worn away, by 
means of a nut screwed on the rod and bearing upon the cover of the cell a gas- 
tight joint being formed around the rod by cement, The cement seal is broken 
and re-made each time the anode isadjusted in position. 


2,884. “An im process fer the electrolytic treatment of nickel er Its allied 
metale or alloye of the metals.” M. Kugel. February 14th, 1900. Nickel cobalt and 
alloys,depositing. Nickel having toughness, durability and capability of extension 
equal to rolled nickel, is deposited by employing a nickel salt electrolyte heated 
to at least 80° C., and maintained in an acid condition by the addition of a strong 
mineral acid which is not chemically changed by the current, such as sulphuric, 
perchloric or perbromic acid. To prevent the acidity from diminishing during 
use, there is added a highly-concentrated solution of a salt of the acid used and 
of a light metal, which is not changed by the current, magnesium salts being 
suitable. The process may be used to obtain nickel printing-blocks, and may 
be also employed for depositing metals allied to nickel, such as cobalt, or alloys 
of such metals, such as German silver. Ores may be used as anodes, or be im- 
mersed in the electrolyte when using insoluble anodes, so as to obtain nickel or 
allied metals direct from the ores. In a'l cases the electrolyte is kept well 
mixed. А current up to 10 to 20 amperes per square decimetre may be used. 


3,031. “Improvements in electricity meters.” C. W. Littlo. Dated February 15th, 
1906. Energy meters.—A counting mechanism is driven by a friction ratchet 
gear from a shaft while this is returning under the action of а pinion and a 
weighted toothed lever after being driven in the opposite direction by a short 
impulse from an arm on the spindle of a wattmeter, the pressure current to 
which is supplied periodically by a clock switch. 


3,066. ‘improvements in olectrio meters.” V. I. Foony. Dated February 16th, 
1900. А registering meter for a three-phase three-wire system, consists of a 
spindle geared to a counter, and carrying two conductive discs, which are acted 
on by a brake magnet and three independent threc-pole electro-magnets, such 
as are described in Specification No. 683, A. b. 1900. Each electro-magnet has 
scries coils connected in its proper supply main, and shunt coils connected 
between this main and the next one in order. 


3,106. ''improvemente Іп eystems of oleotrical distribution." L. Reed, W. B. 
Reed, and Е. Н. Farrar. Dated February 16th, 1900. Relates to means for pro- 
tecting & house or like circuit in the eventof the service wire being charged with 
& dangerous current. 


3,106. '' Am automatio electric circuit breaker." L. C. Reed, W. B. Reed, and 
E. H. Farrar. Dated February 16th, 1900. Relates to means for protecting a 
circuit from excessive currents particularly adapted for low tension distribu- 
tion systems. 


‘O07. “An t In isolated alternating low tension systems of eleotrics! 
distribution.” .. C. Reed, W. B. Reed, and E. H. Farrar. Dated February 16th, 
1900. Relates to a circuit breaker for preventing waste in а house or like circuit 
supplied from an alternating current system. 


3,108. “I ts la аго lampe." W. C. Johason and A. Wenderlich. 
Dated February 16th, 1900. Arc lamps for alternating currents. A clutch bas 
its regulating coil placed on a non-magnetic tube, in which the core slides, and 
within an iron yoke made up of iron plates, which are held together by rivets, 
and bored to fit the tube. The movable core consists or an aluminium tube, 
with prejections for six radial slots, which are packed with soft iron stri; s- 
Two circular grooves in the core hold packing to slide in the tube. The core is 
connected by a epring with a dashpot piston, which carries the clutch. The 
invention is pba са) е to render the lamp described in Specification, No. 4,281, 
A.D. 1899, suitable for alternating currents. 


3,124. *''Metheds of, and apparatus for, manufacturing colis for use in electrical 
lustruments.” E. Weston. Dated Febiuary 16th, 1900. 


3,143. “improvement in electrio relays." Е. W. Brown. Dated February 16th, 
1900. Relays or re ating apparatus for use in telegraph or telephone systems 
are Шау with the outgoing and incoming line wires respectively connected 
to two coils wound over a primary coil, one end of which is connected to the 
core, the other end being connected through a battery to diaphragms. The 
diaphragms аге of iron, and may be chemically treated or coated with lamp- 
black. or may have carbon granules between them and the ends of the core for 
producing a variable resistance. A sheath of magnets surround the coil. In the 
provisional : peciflcation the use 6f & cut-out is referred to. 


3,144. “improvements la or relating to n Е. W. Brewa. Dated 
February 16th, 1901. Relates to a form of apparatus for use both as transmitter 
and receiver combined or верата аір. A laminated соге is wound preferably 
with primary and secondary wires, of which the secondary is connected to line, 
and the primary is connected through the core and diaphragms with a battery. 
The secondary circuit may be omitted, and the primary circuit connected to 
line. The diaphragms are either chemically treated, or Jampblack or granulated 
carbon is employed to form a microphone. The whole, with poem magnets, 
is mounted in a metal.case, in which the tubes leading tothe mouthpiece are 
pivoted. A tube is provided at one end with a contact for cutting in the battery 
when the instrument is in use. 


3,174. “ improvements іа and connected with distance telephony." М. C. 
Mengis. Dated February 19th, 1900. Lote dienes telephone systems are 
arranged with repeaters at intervals, and when several subscribers’ circuits are 
arrar ged in one cable the repeating-stations are employed in series according 
to the number of sub:cribers. 


3,182. ''improvements ін electric batteries." A. do Castro and Н. W. Schiomana. 
Dated February 17th, 1900. Primary and secondary batteries. In order to 
render batteriesas light as possible, they are composed mainly of sailcloth or 
like material impregnated electrolytically in the manner described in Specifica- 
tion No. 2,708, a.D. 1900. Such batteries may be employed in connection with 
the accumulators described in Specification No. 25,641, A.D. 1899. 


3,199. “A sew er improved telegraph apparatus." L. Wojalowisz. Dated 
February 17th, 1900. Relates to apparatus for cotuposing a telegraph message 
and transmitting the same automatically. The various letters of the Morse 
code sre formed as metal type having the surface broken up with insulating 
material so as to оше the required makes and breaks of the current. Such 
type are composed in grooves іп a metal frame or plate divided up with finsu:at- 
ing partitions. 


3,203. “improvements in interrupters for electric ctronits.” J. Lecerme and 

Lecarme. Dated February 17th, 1900. Interrupters for use in Hertzisn 
radiations, &с. The frame is of iron, and supports the bobbins. Within the 
core slides an iron rod carrying a contact rod adapted to dip into mercury con- 
tained in а cup. In order to prevent splashing of the mercury, the rod is fitted 
with an extension of insulating material which slwaysremains immer-ed. The 
upper end of the rod carries an extension fitted with aspring ard the frame 
carries an adjustable rubber buffer sgainst which the extension strikes. To 
prevent the rod from descending too far, it is fitted with a rubber washer 
adapted to strike a cross-piece. To minimise the undulations of the mercury, 
the mercury container may be made 8-shaped. To prevent sparking the ter- 
minals are connected dy a fine wire and connected to a condenser. 


3,237. “іт ents In electricity meters." Chamberlain & Hookham and S. М. 
Holden Dated February 19th, 1 A motor-meter bas a conical or cup- 
shaped copper armature immersed in mercury, with its point or convex surface 
downward, to throw off air bubbles. The armature revolves in two magnetic 
fields between an iron block and pole-pieces on a long magnet; the mercury 
space is enclored by anon-conducting ring, two pieces of non-magnetic material 
between the pole-pieces and & central plug. Current is conveyed to the arma- 
ture by conductors passed through the ring, and the armature is retarded by 
eddy currents induced in it. In order tocompensate for the diminution in these 
eddy currents when the resistance ot the armature is increased by rise of 
temperature, a comparatively large resistance, made of material, such as iron, 
having a higher temperature resistance coefficient, is connected in series with 
the armature, and the whole is shunted by another resistance made of material 
having & lower coefficient, such as manganin or platinoid. Thus, when the 
temperature riscs, a smaller proportion of the main current passes through the 
armature to drive it. "The meter is & modification of those described in 
Specifications Nos. 14,289, a.D. 1892, and 2,683, A. D. 1896. Resistances.— The 
5 specification mentions the use of amalgains for the shunt resistance. 

otor-meters of any kind having eddy current brakes may have the temperature 
errors of these compensated Vi the means above described. In some cases the- 
series resistance must have a low temper&ture resistance coefficient, and the 
shunt a high one. 

8,268. “im ments in electric switches.” А. F. Spooner. Dated February 
19th, 1900. A flat spring is connected to one terminal, and a diso mounted on а 
stem is connected to theother through & plate and supports. Fitted on the stem 
is a disc having inclines which work against similar inclines on the plate sup- 


ported by the supports. On turning а key the d scis forced down by the action 
of the inclines. 


3,264. “ . la and relating to the armatares ef slectrio 
specialty applicable for nso in moters for electrie current.” С. Perdrisat. Date 
February 19th, 1900. Armatures.—The armature of an electric motor, special] 
applicable for use in an electric meter, is composed as a series of coils soana 
on independent sheet-iron vores arranged round an axis of rotation in such a 
manner that one pole of each core is in advance of the other pole of the same 
core. The two ends of eacb coil are connected to two successive contact pieces 
of the commutator, asin a Gramme winding. In the particular arrangement 
the cores are bent round so as to have both poles in the same diametral plane, 
but at different distances from the axis. " 


3,281. ''improvemeuts in meane for fixing olectric Incandescent lamps." A. 
Wierro. Dated February 19th, 1900. A plate is made with a circular opening, 
and two slots to receive the cap and side pins of a lamp, which is then turned 
so that the pins lie in two recesses in the underside of the plate, or of & pro- 
jecting flange thereon. The lamp is held in place by two contact springs carried 
by terminals on an insulator. The holding plates may be fixed on a support in 
the form of a letter for a sign, or an ornament. The lamps are also applicable 
to scenery and footlights for theatres. 


3,316. “Improvements In and relating to electric heating apparatus.“ A. б. 
Brookes. Dated February 20th, 1900. Air is parsed through a casing by a fan 
by Mese it is thrown into contact with heating-wires coiled on a porcelain riug 
and tubes. 


3,343. “improvements la telegraphic, transmitting and translating arrange- 
ments." А. Muirhead. Dated February 30th, 1900. Relates to improvements in 
the srrangements of receiving and retransmitting siphon-recorder signals by 
loca! relay and other electrical and mechanical means tor curbing and otherwise 
improving such signals. References are made to the following Specifications in 
various modifications and details: No. 3,453 of 1862; No. 8,413 of 1898: No. 


“11,069 of 1894; No. 10,908 of 1897; No. 12,731 of 1898; ard No. 7.525 of 1899. In 


one arrangement of tue circuits the signals are retransmitted to tbe cable by 
curbing currents through contacts, Ordinary Post Office standard pattern relays 
may be employed, and & recorder may be placed in the retardation circuit. In 
other forms, the coil is double wound, one coil being in the retardation circuit. 
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ALTHOUGH it is contrary to the principles of wisdom to set. 
bounds to the resulte which are to be achieved by scientific 
research, yct where science and commerce have much in 
common it is desirable to discuss limitations, and to consider 
where the line should be drawn between what is possible and 
what is merely probable. Wireless telegraphy is a case in 
point. We have all followed with zeal the growth of this. 
method of communication ; and as regards the discoveries 
upon which it depends, we have sought to give honour to 
whom it was due. Now that it has passed the transition 
period, and has developed into commercial proportions, equal: 
justice must be done to the public as to the inventors. While 
we have our own opinions as to the validity or otherwise of 
the radical patents, we desire nothing better than to sce the 
method established on a commercial scale. But we want to. 
see it done fairly. 

Unfortunately, the history of wireless telegraphy is so 
knotted and entangled by conflicting expressions of the 
truth, that the vast majority of the public are in the same 
position as if the various reporte concerning it were mis- 
statements of fact. Under the respectable guise of science, 
commerce has from time to time achieved much advertise- 
ment; this is no doubt legitimate trading. There is a point, 
however, at which the guise should be dropped. And that. 
point is surely reached when the public, under misconception, 
based on ambiguous reports, are led to part with valuable 
stock. Alike in science as in sport, where commerce enters. 
into the question, distinction must be drawn between the 
professional and the amateur. Both are playing in the same 
field, but one has his heart in the game and the other his 
eye on the gate. The public, as interested observers, must. 
look after their own speculations upon the results; but 
since they sooner or later pay their money, it is only fair 
that they should be allowed a proper view of the game. 

Mr. Marconi, with admirable frankness, warned the 
public as to the aspect in which they should view what is 
presented to them. Іп his lecture reported in the Journal 
of the Society of Arts, May 17th, 1901, he says :—* It is 
often considered possible that certain new methods and. 


results may, if prematurely published before being fully 
patented, be utilised by persons whom I might call * business. 
rivals, thus preventing those who have borne the initial 
cost of the first tests from benefiting in a fair measure. I 
am, therefore, frequently prevented from promptly pub- 
lishing the methods by which I have obtained interesting 
results."  'This, of course, is a perfectly legitimate and wise 
exercise of discretion. But having that statement of com- 
mercial policy before them, the public should put a limit. 
upon credulity, aud they should not be enticed to part with 
careful investments in cable companies by the subtlety of a 
short succession of simple sibilents sent seawards. So long, 
however, as they have what we have called a fair view of the- 


game their transactions are no affair of ours, 
C 


122 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vo]. 50. Мо. 1,261, January 24, 1902. 


As a first example of the conflicting expressions of the 
truth told about wireless telegraphy, we may instance the 
reports that have from time to time appeared regarding the 
effect upon received signals of atmospheric electric storms. 
As long ago as 1897, it was pointed out by Mr. Jervis- 
Smith that the coherer is affected by atmospheric disturb- 
ances from storms, even when such storms are at com- 
paratively great distances from the receiving station. In 
one instance cited by him, the coherer was actuated in this 


manner at a rate of 25 impulses a minute, by a storm which 


was computed to be 5 miles off. Again, Мг. К. Н. Martin, 
in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, July 28th, 1899, describes 
similar interference with a coherer circuit by a storm. Не 
was using a vertical wire, and observed tbe effect even when 
this was reduced to 20 ft., and whether an earth connection 
was used or not. At the Society of Arts (see Journal of 
Soriety of Aris, May 5th, 1899), Sir William Preece, who, 
it may be presumed, was fairly well informed on the matter, 
said: When Mr. Marconi was showing the working at the 
South Foreland to the officials at the Post Office, he received 
а sharp shock. There was atmospheric electricity about, 
and Mr. Marconi repeated Franklin’s experience. Sharp 
sparks were elicited from this miniature lightning, and at 
the same time erratic signals were observable at Boulogne.” 
He also gives an instance of like phenomena observed by 
officers of H.M.S. Vernon, at Portsmouth, who obtained, 
among other disturbances, the letters A К E." 


Now the Atlantic has for many years past been subject to 
‘such storms, and there is no obvious reason for believing 
that there is likely to be cessation of the phenomena. Simi- 
larly, the English Channel is from time to time the scene of 
‘conflicting elements, and there is no evidence to suggest a 
break in the continuity of a struggle so constant in incon- 
Stancy. When relating some of the experiences of Post 
‘Office officials with the Marconi apparatus, Mr. Gavey, at the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers in March, 1899, asked 
how the effects of lightning were to be guarded against, as 
the vertical wire was practically a lightning conductor. "The 
‘reply of Mr. Marconi dealt rather with the risk of injury 
to the operator than with the interference with signals. It 
was to the effect that experience in Italy, where thunder- 
storms were more violent and more mischievous than in 
England, appeared to show that no danger was to be antici- 
pated from lightning, and that there Was nothing to prevent 
a lightning conductor being rigged up if anyone desired it, so 
that the attendant could not be in any danger from atmo- 
spheric electricity. The humane were, no doubt, glad of 
this assurance of safety to the operators, but the commercially- 
minded had a desire to know how signalling was to be 
maintained when natural electric impulses were within 
range of the coherer, and to what extent such disturb- 
‘ances render accuracy in received signals impossible. They 
were not long left in ignorance. At the third ordinary 
genera] meeting of the Wireless Telegraph and Signal 
Company, Limited, Major Flood Page is reported to have 
said (Times, February 24th, 1900), referring to the installa- 
tion between the East Goodwin lightship and the South 
Foreland lighthouse, ** the connection was made on Decem- 
ber 29th, 1898, and it remained until February 14th, during 
which time there had not been a single flaw or hitch so far 
as the Marconi system was concerned. Night and day, in 


Pd 


fog, in storm, and in thunderstorm, no difference had been 
found in the working of the system.” There is so grotesque 
a difference in this report from that of Sir William Preece 
and Mr. Gavey that we feel we want to congratulate some- 
body, and we cannot tell whom. 


If it is difficult from published opinion to arrive at the 
truth concerning the effect of local aud distant electric storms 
upon a coherer circuit, it is practically impossible to formu- 
late one as regards the efficiency of working of tuned 
receivers and the methods of syntony. At the Physical 
Society, January 21st, 1898, Prof. Lodge explained that 
with customary forms of Hertz vibrator there was so 
rapid a decrease in the amplitude of the wave impulse that 
almost any receiver could to some extent respond. He 
showed how to construct spark-gap oscillators to produce 
amplitudes of more persistence, and he explained how corre- 
sponding syntonised resonators should be constructed. The 
syntonic receiver was to contain no spark-gap, but instead 
thereof a closed wife coil; this self-inductance coil, whose 
main feature was to prolong the duration of the oscillations, 
rendered syntony possible, under certain conditions. At the 
same meeting, Mr. Rutherford concurred with Prof. Lodge 
on another detail of construction, t.e., the advantage of 
increasing the capacity of the oscillator. In a paper read by 
Mr. Marconi at the Society of Arts, May 17th, 1901, these 
principles are again discussed, and the advantage is shown of 
connecting the aerial wire of the receiver directly to earth, 
instead of to the coherer, and of the introduction of a proper 
form of oscillation trausformer in conjunction with & con- 
denser. "These efforts of Mr. Marconi to secure syntony, were, 
he said, * crowned with complete success." "The patents 
relating thereto are No. 12,326, dated June 1st, 1838, and 
that of Prof. Lodge, No. 29,069 of the same year. There 


. ig a further patent of Marconi's, No. 7,777, of April 26th, 


1900. As the result of these various improvements, Mr. 
Marconi stated that **a very great number of non-interfering 
stations can now be worked in the immediate vicinity of 
each other." The question is, how are we to interpret this 
statement ? 

The inspecting Board, ordered to report upon the subject 
for the U.S. Navy, give their experience as follows : ** When 
two transmitters are sending at the same time, all the 
receiving wires within range receive the impulses, and the 
tapes, although unreadable, show unmistakably that such 
double sending is taking place. In every case, under a great 
variety of conditions, the attempted interference wss com- 
plete.” The obvious explanation is that they were not fitted 
with the syntonised apparatus. But the report continues to 
say that “Mr. Marconi, although he stated to the Board 
before these attempts were made, that he could prevent inter- 
ference, never explained how, nor made any attempt to 
demonstrate that it could be done.” Some excuse is 
probably to be found in the statement of Mr. Marconi above 
referred to, as regards premature publication and patent 
rights; he must not therefore be hastily condemned as 
having misled the Board. Meanwhile we are anxiously 
awaiting a demonstration of the results of the efforts that 
have been * crowned with complete success," and that are to 
be applicable to the ships of the U.S, Navy. This means 
that any particular ship must be able to set its tune to that 
of any other, to the exclusion of all other receivers ; it 


есе Án | 
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must carry a receiving gear of its own able to pick up the 
tune of any ship of the enemy; and its “ sent” signals must 
not affect the receivers of the enemy. The Times literary 
supplement, January 17th, 1902, explains the position when 
it says that * if ever wireless telegraphy is to become of real 
commercial importance, means must be found not only to 


enable two parties to communicate with each other without 


fear of their message being overheard, but also to prevent 
a third party from making communication impossible 
altogether by the simple device of working his own apparatus 
and thus rendering the signals unintelligible. Even 
before these requirements comes the necessity of ensuring 
certain transmission of simple signals over moderate 
distances. The imperfections of present methods are suffi- 
ciently illustrated by the experiences of the Ophir and her 
consorts, and by the difficulty which the Admiralty have 
found in obtaining coherers that can be trusted to respond 
satisfactorily over the test distance of 70 miles—a diffi- 
culty which has induced them to take the manufacture of 
these delicate pieces of apparatus virtually into their own 
hands." Similar experience comes from thearmy, for Brigadier- 
General A. W. Greely, Chief Officer of the Army Signal 
Corps (Times, April 15th, 1899), reporting on experiments 
with wireless telegraphy apparatus, states that “the great 
delicacy of the system, and constant necessity for the adjust- 
ment of the receiver, made the transmission of messages 
uncertain and unreliable.” Theoretically, wireless telegraphy 
has been “crowned with complete success; theoretically, 
syntony is possible even to “а very great number of non- 
interfering stations" ; and, theoretically, all this has our 
heartfelt. sympathy and praise. Practically, we are inclined 
to agree with Prof. J. A. Fleming, who expressed the 
opinion (Times, April 3rd, 1899) that “ wireless telegraphy 
will not take the place of telegraphy with wires.” 

Sir William Preece has said that the operations of the 
Wireless Telegraph Company are “ mysterious and inscru- 
table." He was referring (Journal Society of Arts, May 5th, 
1899) to their reticence in inaugurating an actual com- 
mercial cireuit, He says *they were informed that they 
could connect Sark with Guernsey, and the Post Office would 
open Nark as a public office.” They did not do it; and he 
calls attention to the fact that for nearly two years after its 
practicability was affirmed, not one single independent com- 
mercial circuit exists.” The curious thing is that last year 
(Times, July 23rd, 1901, House of Commons Report) we 
find Mr. Henniker Heaton, M.P., who, by the way, is one of 
the directors of Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company, 
Limited, asking the Secretary of the Treasury, as representing 
the Postmaster-General, * whether anything was being done 
to connect by telegraph the island of Sark with Guernsey ; 
and whether he proposed to continue the policy of his pre- 
decessor in refusing an offer of Marconi's Wireless Telegraph 
Company to connect Sark with Guernsey by wireless 
telegraphy without any expense whatever to the Govern- 
ment." The reply was that “the Postmaster-General 
had no reason to suppose that the Marconi Wireless 
Telegraph Company were prepared to maintain рег- 
manent telegraphic communication between Sark and 


Guernsey without charge, and it was, of course, 
permanent communication that was required.” If such 


difficulties and contradictions arise in regard to a short span - 


of the Channel Islands, what are we to expect from an 
exploit across the Atlantic ? 


Probably there is some very simple explanation of this 
discrepancy of ideas; we cite it with the others as an 
example of the conflicting expressions of the truth in which 
the subject of wireless telegraphy has become involved. It 
should be observed that these examples are not the outcome 
of remarks made by irresponsible newspaper reporters, but they 
appear to be the result of deliberate statements of those who 
ought to know. In the circumstances, it is impossible to 
formulate an opinion as to the real state of progress. All 
that has come through is a sequence of ess's, and we are 
left to wonder whether these are coded for “ вупіопу,” 
* stock exchange," science, or satire. 


IN a paper read by Mr. G. J. Wells 
before the Manchester Section of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, the author objects to the 
use of the Porter-Clark softening system as usually employed, 
and advocates a continuous system. He states also that 
sulphate of lime is soluble in water as hot as 473? F. to the 
extent of 12:6 grains per gallon, according to Tilden and 
Shenstone, This is quite outside general knowledge, and is 
to be found in Philosophical Transactions, Part I., 1884, 
while if the water is salt as many as 124°6 grains per 
gallon will remain in solution at 487° F. The paper is one 
rather of statements of boiler troubles than of means of 
coping with such troubles. We believe that an excellent way 
to remove scale is to boil up sods in the boiler two or three 
times at ordinary atmospheric pressure, letting the boiler 
cool each time. This seems to have a disintegrating 
effect on the scale. What has become of the freezing 
system of which we heard about three years ago? This was 
supposed to act on damp scale and remove it in a very 
wholesale manner, and we do not see why it should not do во 
without injury to a boiler. As regards greasy feed with 
surface condensers, we think there 1s a good separator on the 
market which separates the grease from the exhaust steam 
before it reaches the condenser. We certainly agree that 
engineers’ would be well advised to acquaint themselves with 
the interior of their boilers more than they do, in order to 
be able intelligently to comprehend the Boiler Insurance 
reports. Too often boilers are insured simply in order to 
shift responsibility from one man’s shoulders to another's. 
Yet the chief of a big steamer is not above going inside his 
boilers. Manchester hardly seems the place in which to read 
a paper on this subject. Boilers will run continuously in 
Manchester with nothing but a little soda to correct the 
slight peat acidity of the public water supply, and even 
as far down the river as Warrington, the large works 
there prefer to pump their water from the sewage- 
laden Mersey, which has come chiefly by Manchester. Mr. 
Tritton noted how very remiss engineers were in arranging 
for water supply, and he complained of the quality of water 
in the Bridgewater Canal, which has 87 parts per 1,000 of 
solids (surely a misreport), including 20 of chlorine. We 
think that probably the proportion stated was 87 per 100,000. 
One speaker had found 5 tons of salt in a Lancashire 
boiler. Mr. Wilson grumbled about the green weed or 
slime in hot wells. Doubtless the warmth promotes the 
growth of this weed. This speaker, as well as a previous 
speaker, condemned surface condensers. We fail to see so 
much objection to the surface condenser. We know it 
becomes scaled, but why not remove the scale with weak acid, 
which will not injure the brass tubes, or even try to do во, 
until the scale has dissolved? Others condemned grease 
extractors. For our own part, the only grease extractor we 
have found of any benefit, other than the centrifugal or cream: 
separator type, is one that deals with the exhaust steam on 
its way to the condenser, and costs nothing to work. 

D 


Feed Water 
for Boilers. 
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METHODS OF ELIMINATING CORRECTIONS 
FOR THE LEADS, &c., IN CABLE TESTING. 


Bx Н. SAVAGE. 


(Concluded from page 88.) 


THERE is the full potential difference of the battery between 
the outer and earth, but any leakage there may be is not seen, 
as it does not pass through the galvanometer. The arrange- 
ment is shown diagrammatically in fig. 4. The outer con- 


ductor is brought to a key, which is linked by an 


Fra. 4. 


insulating bridge to the usual battery key. For simple 
insulation tests only, the outer may be brought direct to the 
usual battery key, thus avoiding any special apparatus. In 
taking capacity tests by discharge or in loss of charge testa 
(see fig. 5), it is necessary to charge the two conductors 


Fig. 5. 


together and to insulate them simultaneously, but to dis- 
charge the outer direct to earth immediately before discharg- 
ing the inner through the galvanometer. To do this the 
guard key should touch the top contact immediately before 
the line key, and the outer being thus reduced to zero 
potential when the inner is discharged, there will be no 
deflection due to the lead. 

If a concentric is used in place of the usual two leads to 
the galvanometer, the trouble due to their capacity will dis- 
appear, but care must be taken that the current enters by 
the outer, that is, the outer conductor must be connected to 
the double terminal of the universal shunt and the ends 
arranged on the galvanometer terminals to produce the 
required direction of deflection. 

The concentric lead has, incidentally, two or three other 
advantages. Anyone with experience of testing is aware of 
the annoyance and uncertainty produced by the inductive 
action of neighbouring leads which are being charged or dis- 
charged, causing kicks in the galvanometer reading. 
Although this may be eliminated by enclosing the lead in а 
conducting envelope which is earthed, the usual methods of 
lead covering or metal taping are inconvenient and trouble- 
some. Тһе concentric lead affords complete shielding from 
inductive effects, while as the outer conductor is made up of 
fine copper wires flexibility is maintained. Another great 
advantage is, that, as there is no tendency to leakage at the 
ends, less care is required, and the electrician is less depen- 
dent upon his assistant. 

A further advantage is that the two conductors may be 
used for conductor resistance or loop tests without the 
necessity of running a second lead, while finally the outer 
forms à ready means of applying the guard to cable ends, as 
first described. 

The concentric lead is also useful for joint testing, 
although not on the principle described above, but by using 
it as а condenser to collect the leakage from the joint. The 
connections are shown in fig. 6. The outer conductor is 
earthed, and the inner connected to the plate in the trough. 
The trough is charged with a few cells, and the discharge 
deflection noted ; it is again charged, insulated for a minute, 
and again discharged ; if the loss is small, the insulation of 


a minute this is di 


_the trough is satisfactory. The cable is now connected by a 


separate lead to the battery key and charged with, say, 300 
cells, This will produce a throw on the galvanometer due 
to the capacity of the joint, showing that the connections 
are all right. 


ТЕТТИН 


Fia. 6. 


Leaving the battery on the cable, the inner conductor 
is now insulated for a minute, during which time the 
leakage from the joint is accumulating in the lead. After 
ed, and the deflection noted and 
compared with a standard length of good core. It must be 
noted that as the outer conductor is earthed instead of 
charged, the inner ends in this test will require to be carefully 
insulated. | 

As the usual testing keys are unsuitable for use with the 
guarded lead in the case of discharge tests, &c., the writer 
has designed a special key to meet the requirements of the 
system.“ This.is shown in plan, together with other appa- 
ratus, in fig, 7, and a general view is given in fig. 8. 


300 CELLS. 


ide b — HH 


10 CELUS. 


ИШ 


"О CABLE _ 


Fio. 7. 


The battery is connected by means of a commutator, B C, 
through a safety resistance, B R, to terminals 1 and 2. The 
galvanometer, a, is connected through the concentric lead, 
G L, universal shunt, U Б, and reverser, d R, to terminals 
9 and 4. A and B are two independent levers, while с is 
connected by an insulated link, L, to D. н, I. J and к, are 
brass plates with suitable platinum contacts. "The left-hand 
side is practically a Rymer-Jones key, except that A, instead 
of being the line terminal, is brought to J. The inner 
conductor of the lead is brought to 7, the outer to 6, and 
the earth wire to 5. 8 c is a brass strip short-circuiting the 


* The key is made by Messrs. Gambrell Bros, 17, Giltspur 
Btreet, E.C. 
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galvanometer. This strip can be lifted by an ebonite rod, E,“ 
pivoted at о, and working between stops at P. F is a tapper, 
which can be slid along the bar under Р, keeping the gal- 
vanometer open during the tests ; in the position shown, it 
will be seen that the line is earthed. By putting a plug in 
B с the plate 1 becomes charged; if the handle of А is now 
moved over to the right, the outer conductor is charged directly 
through lever c, and the inner through з с. Ву depressing F, 
S cis lifted, and the current passes to the inner conductor 
through the galvanometer. For the capacity test, the lever, 
D, is moved over to the right, charging both conductors; on 
switching back, the outer conductor is discharged to earth, 
and the inner through the galvanometer. The distances 
between I, J, and K, are arranged so that the outer is dis- 
immediately before the inner. There is sufficient 
distance between the contacta to allow the lead to remain 


| 


insulated for the loss of charge test, and the proximity of 
the handles permits of the short circuit and discharge keys 
being manipulated with the fingers of the same hand. It is 
possible, with a free lead, to move the levers into any posi- 
tion without producing any effect on the galvanometer. · 

For the joint test, the outer conductor must be removed 
from terminal 6 and connected to earth. The trough can then 
be tested for loss of charge, using a battery of, say, 10 cells. 
Having done this, connect the cable to terminal 6 and 
remove the link, L; then, by switching over lever c, the 
joint is charged, and the throw can be observed, proving the 
connections to be in order. Lever р can now be brought to 
the middle, or insulating position. The leakage through 
the joint is now accumulating in the lead, which, after the 
lapse of a minute, can be discharged through the galvano- 
meter, the deflection obtained being then compared with the 
usual standard length of good core. 


PAS 


idle 


Fia. 9. 


The principal disadvantage of the system is, that should 
the outer insulation break down, there is a risk of short- 
circuiting the battery for some time before it is found out. It 
is advisable to test the outer insulation occasionally, and 
also to keep a safety resistance in the battery circuit as B R 
in fig. 7, which can be short-circuited when taking the 
constant. 

A galvanometer of low sensitiveness might be inserted in 
place of в R to indicate any breakdown. If a cable was con- 
nected on, having a dead earth fault or its ends not free, 
this second galvanometer would indicate the fact and prevent 


* Incorrectly shown as F in figure.—Eps 


the risk of a heavy current being passed through the 
sensitive galvanometer, d. 

A slight kick is sometimes observed when charging a 
sensitive galvanometer with a fairly high potential, even 
though it is short-circuited. This is often due to the actual 
capacity of the instrument, and can be practically eliminated 
by connecting the frame, case and levelling screws together, 
and to the end of the coils on the battery side of the circuit, 
that is, the terminal taking the outer conductor. It would 
be a decided advantage if the makers would connect all the 
metal parts of a galvanometer to a separate terminal which 
could be joined to the charging end of the coils. The 
levelling screws might be fitted with small ebonite shoes. 
This arrangement would do away with a lot of elaborate 
contrivances to secure high insulation. 

А common source of trouble and error with galvano- 
meters of the D'Arsonval type is the difficulty of producing 
constant damping. This is very marked when it is required 
to check the zero by short-circuiting the galvanometer after ` 
taking a reading. If, when n = 1, the damping is uniform 
and the spot returns to zero at a certain rate, then as the 
value of л, which varies with the position of the slider, is 
increased, the rate of swing decreases, until when 7 has a 
very high value the rate of swing is so slow that it is im- 
possible to check the zero and reproduce the deflection in 
time for the next minute's reading. Even if this is done 
the heavy damping on the coil is apt to produce inequalities 
in the curve of electrification. The connections are usually 
arranged so that normal damping is obtained when л = 1, 
as is frequently the case when testing short lengths, but 
when taking the constant through one megohm, л, having a 
very high value, the short-circuit key is left open and the 
battery put on. After taking the reading the battery is 
taken off, and the galvanometer is short-circuited when the 
spot has returned to zero. This can be done because the 
Standard resistance having no capacity does not produce a 
rush of current when the battery is put on. 

This, however, only partially solves the difficulty. А 
better plan is to short-circuit the battery and line, breaking 
the circuit between the cable and galvanometer immediately 
afterwards. This will have а constant resistance across the 
terminals and the swing will be uniform. "The arrangement 
is shown in fig. 7. As jt is inconvenient to do this with a 
Separate plug or switch, the key referred to above has been 
modified, so that the circuit is broken by lifting the tapper >. 
The two operations of short-circuiting and cutting off 
the galvanometer are thus done by the same lever, without 
interrupting the flow of current either into or out of the 
cable. This arrangement has also an advantage when used 
with an astatic galvanometer, as one leg of the system is 
cut off, eliminating false zero deflection due to bad short- 
circuiting, as described by Ayrton and Mather in their 
original paper.* 


THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM. 


ANOTHER Parliamentary session has commenced, and in a 
few weeks the electrical industry will have renewed its 
struggles in the committee rooms for freedom from the 
restrictions which embarass its progress, and authority to 
conduct its business, without legislative interference, upon 
common sense intelligent principles. 

The combatants will represent municipal monopolista 
under socialist leaders on the one hand, and private British 
enterprise on the other. 

“ The Fight for Freedom” will be arduous and costly, 
but must triumph in the end. The town clerks afid coun- 
cillors will flock to London, and fill the committee rooms 
with an army of expensive expert witnesses, Parliamentary 
agents, barristers, and others, who will expend thousands of 
pounds of the ratepayers’ money in the effort to prevent 
private trade from running a free course. 

At no time in the history of the British nation was the 
encouragement of our trade and commerce more essential 
than at this moment; enormous sacrifices have been, and 
are being, made in prosecuting the war in which the country 


* See ELECTRICAL REVIEW, April 6th, 1894, 
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is involved; commercial transactions are conducted with 
more difficulty in consequence; the money market is dis- 
turbed, and to meet the severity of the strain upon the 
national resources, our traders must be freed from every 
possible restriction upon their enterprise. 

Is this a time when public money should be employed in 
restriction of trade, and in preventing the removal of abuses 
that have especially hampered the electrical industry ? 

Judging from the preliminary notices that have been 
published, Parliament will be asked, on behalf of those 
representing private enterprise, to amend existing enactments 
relating to the promotion of tramways, light railways, and 


electricity supply, while municipalists will seek further 


powers for trading in competition with them. 

The success of the local authorities depends, to a large 
extent, upon the apathy and ignorance of the ratepayers, 
and it is, therefore, & healthy sign of the times to find that 
in some localities public opinion is being aroused, and the 
. Schemes of the municipal traders defeated. 

Notable examples of this awakening interest have 
occurred at Birmingham and South Shields, where the 
ratepayers have refused to sanction the municipal trading 
promotions, and the meeting last week at Finchley, under 
the Borough Funds Act, which rejected the proposal of the 
Urban District Council by an overwhelming majority, affords 
additional evidence of the objection to such speculations. 

In order to enlighten public opinion and counteract the 
action of the Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association, 
an important movement is in progress for organising a great 
national combination of the trades connected with the elec- 
tric industry. We advocated such an undertaking in our 
issue of the 6th ult., and are glad to know that the matter 
is being developed. 

Local authorities have embarked upon municipal trading, 
through adopting principles theoretically unsound and prac- 
tically opposed to the best interests of the community. 
They seek to defend their illegitimate interference with 
private enterprise, mainly by assuring the ratepayers that the 
rates will be reduced as the result of the trading, and there 
are probably some short-sighted and selfish people who are 
willing to ruin their neighbours who carry on a trade in 
which they are not personally engaged, if they can reduce 
by such means their own contribution to the rates. 

But, if the principle of municipal trading be admitted, 
where will it end ? There cannot be any limit short of honest 
John Burns’s declaration that all trade must be in the hands 
of a labour-governed State. 

The favourite cries of the municipal trader are ** Re- 
duction of rates," “no monopolies,” and “ supply of the 
public on better terms than the private trader." Even if 
these results were obtainable, they are altogether foreign to 
the duties of the local governing bodies who have quite 
enough to do without embarking upon business they know 
nothing about. 

Dut, so far as electricity supply is concerned, the stern 
logic of results has falsified all their claims. Rates have 
not been reduced, the worst kind of monopolies have been 
created, and the public have not been supplied upon better 
terms than by the private trader. 

As the public become better acquainted with the actual 
results of municipal electric works, they will find that 
scarcely any show a legitimate profit when the accounts are 
subjected to examination, and there is evidently a growing 
desire on the part of ratepayers to see their towns relieved 
from responsibilities that ought never to have been incurred. 

An instance of this occurred the other day at Bath, when 
the disastrous results of the municipal trading culminated in 
ап entire breakdown, and caused Mr. Dickinson, M.P., who 
is a member of the Council, to suggest as the best conclusion 
they could arrive at, to make up their minds to end ther 
connection with the electric light, 

May we hope that the labours of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittees about to meet, will promote a wholesome change in 
the policy which has so adversely affected the electric 
industry in the past. 

The legislation affecting tramways and light railways, 
requires reforming on the lines pointed out in a letter 
addressed to the Board of Trade by the Tramways and 
Light Railways Association on December 22nd, 1900, 
viz. :— 


1. That the Tramways Act should be repealed. 

2. That the provisions of the Light Railways Act should 
be extended. 

8. That the commission appointed under the Light 
Railways Act should be made permanent, and the procedure 
as to the authorisation and construction of tramways should 
be brought within the provisions of the Light Railways 
Act. 

The old Tramways Act—passed before electric traction 
was thought of—is obsolete, and should be removed from 
the statute book. The Light Railways Act passed in 1896, 
practically disposed of the most objectionable features of the 
1870 Act, by limiting the interference of local authorities, 
giving no special powers to frontagers, and improving the 
purchase clauses by extending the time to 35 years, and then 
selling at a fair valuation, but this Act does not remedy the 
defects (while by inference it condemns them) of the old Act, 
as its provisions do not uffect the same areas. This aheurd 
anomaly will, of course, be removed when Parliament can find 
time, by simply repealing the Act of 1870, and thus promote 
increased facilities for the modern system of traction. 

The pressing nature of the problem is admirably illus- 
trated by the position in the North Metropolitan district. 
The London and North-Western Railway control the North 
London line from Willesden to Broad Street. Between 
Willesden and Hampstead Heath, with stations at Fiuchley 
Road, West End Lane, Brondesbury, and Kensal Rise the 
line is on a high-lying and healthy land, well adapted for 
dealing with the housing question. There are over 4,000 
acres suitable for building, and it is not available, because 
the railway company do not provide a train service. The 
company will not provide trains till the population is there, 
and the population cannot go until the trains are provided. 
It has been forcibly pointed out that from Hampstead Heath 
there are no trains to Broad Street before 10 minutes to 8 in 
the morning. 

The Midland Railway is equally neglectful in assisting the 
great housing question. From West End station the line to 
Hendon lies through country capable of providing building 
land in large quantities, but the character of the train ser- 
vice may be judged by the fact that the last direct trains 
from Moorgate to stations on the Hendon line are at 5.37 
and 6.39 p.m. 

The Electric Lighting Acts also await amendment for 
removing the power of obstruction on the part of the local 
authorities by limiting them to petition'to, and giving 
evidence at any inquiry by, the Board of Trade before a 
provisional order is granted. 

In the present condition of Parliament there is not much 
hope of useful legislation by public Acts in furtherance of 
the interests of the electric industry ; but it is to be hoped 
that in the conduct of the Private Bills the Committees will 
afford assistance to the promoters of the Acta for extending 
the powers of enterprising companies, and will discourage 
the efforts of the Socialist party in their endeavours to 
thwart private trading and extend municipal speculations, 
which have already involved such heavy losses to the rate- 


payers. 


GUARD WIRES AGAIN. 


WHAT a vexed question this is; a question which will 
remain vexed, and a prolific source of vexation, till the 
guard wire itself is no more. 

What with editorial articles and gratuitous correspondence, 
what with reprints of learned papers, and learned criticisms 
of those papers, the ELECTRICAL REVIEW has dealt with the 
guard wire from every point of view; yet not too fully, not 
to the point of redundance, if the vital importance of the 
gubject, its Jively interest to the chief parties concerned, be 
considered. 

With our known loyalty to Government we touch our 
hats, and name H. M. Post Office as the premier party con- 
cerned, endeavouring to make it clear at the same time that 
not a fraction of the kow-tow is addressed to the National 
Telephone Company, which is seen, to the surprise of all, 
linking arms with, and breathing soft conspiracies into the 
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ear of the august Department ; while, greater wonder still, 
opposing these born antagoniste, stands a solid homogeneous 
mass, which, when analysed out, is seen to consist of two 
kinds of atoms as heterogeneous as it is possible to con- 
ceive—to wit, the tramways owned by public bodies and by 
public companies, | 

Unfortunately, as regards the second pair, the wish is 
father to the thonght, as the battalions are only in skeleton 
form. However, the nucleus is there, and the recruiting 
sergeants are bestirring themselves to rally every fighter to 
the standard. The colours have not appealed in vain to the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, which has once more pipe-clayed its 
belt and is marching to the front, calling on all in the way 
to fall in and follow the band. 

The actual fiery cross reached us by the hands of the 
secretary of the Tramways and Light Railways Association, 
who drew our attention to the proposed new regulations on 
the subject of guard wires lately issued by the Board of 
Trade. These, if sealed, will increase to a considerable 
extent the burdens which the same department has already 
piled on electric traction undertakers at the instance of 
owners of m wires. 

Early last year the Electrical Trade Section of the London 
Chamber of Commerce interviewed the P. M. G. with regard 
to the regulations which the Board of Trade are now pro- 
posing to adopt. Put briefly, the P. M. G. demands — was 
demanding last year even — that wherever trolley wires and 
message wires are parallel, the latter being within 30 ft. 
and above the trolley wires, not only shall hooks be attached 
to the span wires or bracket arms, but guard wiring shall be 
erected as if the message wires were actually crossing ; and, 
where the two seta of wires are very close, such guard wires 
shall be laced. 

Now, so far as we understand the case, the position taken 
by the tramway undertakers is that the P.M.G. has abso- 
lutely no right to dictate his © requirements,” as the clauses 
for his protection inserted in the Acts and Orders refer 
merely.to the injurious affection of the message lines by 
induction or leakage from the tramway wires, and not at all 
to protection from damage which can occyr only if the 
message wires themselves fail, in which case the tramway 
undertakers maintain most strongly that any damage 
resulting is due to the faulty construction, or inefficient 
maintenance of the message wires, against which they 
cannot be reasonably required to guard. The Association 
in their reply to the B. of T., view the whole question in a 
way which should appeal to every fair-minded man. They 
raise no objection to the usual guard wiring arrangements, 
but they have drafted amended readings for the other 
proposed regulations. 

It is proposed that, when crossing wires are erected after 
the trolley wires, the cost of the guard wires shall be borne 
by the owners of the crossing wires, At the present time 
there is much uncertainty as to payment for work done 
under these conditions: although it seems only equitable 
that the late-comer, who is also someone who feels that his 
wires are likely to fall, should be mulcted, and we shall 
be glad to see litigation saved by the insertion of this 
clause. | 

The Association propose that, where guard wiring would 
be difficult, on account of the great weight of crossing wires, 
or for other reasons, and where such guard-wiring might 
prejudice the proper and safe working of the tramways, 
cables carried either overhead or underground shall be 
substituted for the crossing wires, the reasonable cost of 
conversion being borne by the tramways. No objection is 
raised to the use of hooks, placed on span wires, and on the 
tie rods of bracket arms, to catch falling parallel wires; but 
guard wires, and the lacing of guard wires as a means to 
prevent contact between the trolley wires and a falling 
parallel wires, are classed as impracticable; and we think 
that every tramway man in the country will endorse this 
statement. In order to deal with these parallel wires, the 
Association suggest that a single well-earthed wire should be 
stretched either between the tramway poles or between the 
message wire poles themselves. 

The fact is, that parallel wires cannot be absolutely 
prevented from touching the trolley wires if they are broken 
in a strong wind, but it is quite possible, by the very 
simple means suggested, to ensure a good earth connection 


before contact, thus avoiding any danger to lieges or instru- 
ments, 

The G.P.O., and the N.T. Company say that, as their 
wires never did any harm before the overhead trolley 
appeared, therefore they should be allowed still to let them 
rot on the poles, and fall around for ever, regardless of the 
progress of the rest of the world. 

The tramway undertakers hold that, on the comparatively 
few occasions when their wires fall with damage, they are 
quite willing to pay the piper, but they do ndt relish the 
idea of paying as well for a tune someone else has called. 

Much lasting good will result if the efforts of the Associa- _ 
tion are crowned with success, but they will have a tough and 
uncertain fight unless they are backed by all the tramway 
interesta in the country. 

The existing guard wires prevent one wire from contact, 
while nine accidents of various kinds are happening on 
account of the guard wires themselves. To what proportions 
would these accidents be raised if the P.M.G. and his mimical 
conspirator obtain the sealed acquiescence of the B. of T. to 
their burdensome requirementa ? 


POLYPHASE WORKING. 


THE vitality of any branch of pure or applied science may 
not unreasonably be inferred from the amount of discussion 
which arises in connection with it. Judged by this standard, 
the outlook in electrical engineering is certainly a hopeful 
опе; few subjects have excited such animated discussions in 
technical circles as those which engage the attention of elec- 
trical engineers. 

Apart from what may be regarded as single combats or 
insignificant skirmishes—isolated discussions of mere ques- 
tions of detail—there have arisen, from time to time, 
problems which have given rise to battles royal, and have 
caused the entire body of electrical engineers to split up into 
opposing camps. At one time it was the battle of con- 
tinuous versus alternating currents; now it is the battle of 
the phases. a 

Slewly, but surely, the interest taken by electrical engi- 
neers in this country in polyphase working is increasing. 
Polyphase currents have come among us, and can no longer 
be ignored. A careful study of the complicated problems 
presented by them becomes imperative, and any effort to 
elucidate such problems is to be heartily welcomed. 

Mr. Eborall is to be congratulated on his successful efforts 
in this direction. We are already indebted to him for the 
excellent paper оп “ Polyphase Sub-station Machinery," read 
before the Institution of Electrical Engineers last year; and 
this debt will be further increased by his Howard lectures. 

To compress a fairly complete account of all the main 
features of polyphase working into the space of four lectures 
is no easy task, and we cannot help admiring the way in 
which Mr. Eborall has succeeded in accomplishing it. The 
Howard Lectures are by far the best and most readable 
account of polyphase working which we have, as yet, come 
across. The lectures, we are glad to hear, are to be pub- 
lished in book form, and will, no doubt, undergo a process 
of expansion and correction. 

The standardisation of large polyphase generators fur- 
nishes an excellent example of the danger of making rash 
ee It is not so very long since we were assured 

y some writers that the inductor type of generator was the 
machine of the future; no moving coils, thoroughly sound 
mechanical construction, and what else could be desired by 
the most exacting of critics ? To-day all this is changed : 
large fly-wheel generators are supplanting their rivals of the 
inductor type; experience having shown that, from an elec- 
trical and magnetic point of view, generators of the inductor 
type possess certain undesirable features. 

There are one or two points connected with Mr. Eborall’s 
treatment of the subject of polyphase generators to which 
we wish specially to refer. In dealing with the advantages 
of a distributed winding, he says :—‘* Moreover, a sinusoidal 
E.M.F. wave results." This inoffensive-looking little sen- 


‘tence suddenly brings back to our memory the din and noise 
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of another long-fought battle—that of the pure-sine versus 
the distorted wave-shape. What intrinsic value is there in 
а pure-sine wave? 
transmission lines, or with underground cables, or, in general, 
with problems involving the consideration of capacity, the 
absence of harmonics in the wave may become an important 
consideration. But from many other points of view, a dis- 
torted wave of special shape, to be used for a special class 
of work, is undoubtedly preferable, or, at any rate, not 
inferior to, a pure-sine wave. In considering the ampere- 
turns of a three-phase armature, Mr. Eborall deduces the 
constant multiplier which converte the product of armature- 
turns and R.M.S. value of current into armature ampere- 
turns, by taking the case of a two-pole machine. He then 
states that the constant derived is, in practice, found to be 
too small, and explains this by saying that the armature 
current does not obey the sine law strictly. The fact is, that 
this constant in any actual machine (even in one with a 
perfectly pure-sine wave) is greater than that obtained by 
him, for the simple reason that in practice no two-pole 
machines are ever used. The value of the constant increases 
with the number of poles, and the reasoning employed by 
Mr. Eborall holds only for the special case of an ideal two- 
pole machine. , 

The treatment of polyphase transformers is thoroughly 
eatisfactory, their advantages over those of the single- 
phase type, the advantages and disadvantages of star and 
mesh connections of their windings, and the important 
part which they play as regulators in a polyphase system 
being very clearly and fully explained. 

The lecture dealing with polyphase induction motors will, 
we hope, undergo some correction and considerable expan- 
sion before appearing in book form. We notice the time- 
honoured statement that the iron losses in the rotors of in- 
duction motors are insignificant. There seems to be little 
direct experimental evidence in support of this view. Such 
measurements as have been carried out seem all to point the 
other way, viz., that ‘he iron loss when the rotor is at rest 
differs but little from the tron loss when the rotor is running 
under normal load. This experimental result probably 
accounts for another well-known fact, viz., that in the case 
of induction motors, the actual iron loss is always found to 
be considerably in excess of the calculated one (on the sup- 
position of negligible iron loss in the rotor) The elegant 
diagram due to Heyland is very clearly explained. It seems 
a pity that no reference is made to an extension of the 
diagram to the case of an induction motor running above 
the speed of synchronism, and acting as an induction gene- 
rator. Such induction generators possess many interesting 
features, and their behaviour has been studied in detail by 
Leblanc, who advocates their use under certain conditions. 

When the Howard Lectures, revised and expanded, appear 
in book form, we shall have an important addition to the 
meagre literature of polyphase currents in the English 
language. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Testing and Management of Electrie Motors. 


Т am sure a great many of your readers, besides Mr. 
Cramp, must have been surprised to read, in your issue of 
January 3rd, in Mr. P. T. White's article on * Testing and 
Management of Electric Motors," that a good nlan to test for 
the field connection is to experiment with the starting 
switch, with the armature leads disconnected, so that when 
you get a flash by breaking the field circuit, уоп know that 
the connections are right; but he forgets to add that by 
so doing you have probably broken down the field. That's 
a mere detail, but it's very amusing reading, since, just 
before coming to the instructions, Mr. White talks about 
injustice to manufacturing engineers. 

Although Mr. Cramp points out that this method of test- 
ing for field connections is bad practice, he does not suggest 
another. A method that I employ is the following: Always 


put the starter in on one aide of the system, say the negative, 


When we are dealing with very long . 


testing for this in the ordinary way, either by using Жү of 
test paper or a glass of water; the shunt is connected to the 
starter, so that all one has to do is to connect the shunt wire 
of the starter to the positive side of the field on the motor. 
Putting the starter always on one side of the system has 
other good points besides this, especially in a large works 
where a number of motors are running. 

Mr. White says in hint No. 6 “ That the starter is not by - 
any means intended for a shunt breaker.” I would like to 
point out that any starter that admite of the shunt circuit 
being broken ought to be scrapped. Hint No. 7 is rubbish, 
unless intended for series motors, and even then the efficiency 
does not begin to fall off until somewhere about three-quarter 
load is reached. i 

I am pleased to see this matter taken up by a technical 
college man, because it is so often supposed that nothing 
practical is taught at those places. If Mr. White had 
attended the Central Technical College he would have known 


better than to write such stuff to a leading electrical paper. 


Frank Powell. 
Doncaster. 


I notice that there is another Richmond in the field—Mr, 
Wm. Cramp, of the Central Technical College—and I am 
therefore under the necessity of further trespassing upon 
your columns for a reply, which I shall make as brief as I 
consistently can. 

It is strange, passing strange indeed, that no sooner has a 
man taken up the pith balls and glass rod of science than he 
becomes obsessed by the idea that science is as & closed book 
to allexcept himself. In his letter Mr. Cramp makes two 
assertions, and he himself assumes a very controversial and 
dictatorial tone, yet he does not advance one tittle of proof in 
support of his contentions. When anyone takes up his pen 
to write for, or to, a technical journal, he must be prepared 
to show that he has at least an elementary knowledge of the 
subjects upon which he writes, and that he can leave the 
idiosyncrasies of his rostrum on one side for the moment. 
The bald assertion that I said so-and-so ог did such-and-such 
will rot do. There is by far too much of the “there is no 
appeal beyond C " about the tone of this letter to please 
those who do not go to the C.T.C. for their science, and who 
cannot accept that body as an irrefutable authority. 

I must refer Mr. Cramp to his text-books. In them he 
will find certain formule which havea direct bearing on one of 
his subjects. Using the ordinary forms here are a few :— 


or, finally, 


This is the mathematical law of efficiency, and it is 
known as the law of Siemens, By it we see that the effi- 
ciency of a motor is as near unity as possible when the 
values of к and е approach each other as near as possible. 
Now v equals the power utilised, which in its tuin equals 
the difference between the total power supplied and the lost 
watts, or 

w == ес — CR, 


By the help of the calculus, or even without it, it is . 
possible to find when //e greatest value that w can possibly 
have, ill occur under all and every condition of load. 

I have stated in hint No. 6, p. 9, * That the starter is 
nol by any means intended to be a shunt breaker," 
and Mr. Cramp takes exception. Had he waited for the 
conclusion of the articles he would have saved himself 
much tribulation. Let Mr. Cramp and his students 
trace out the connections of a motor circuit, or take the 
diagram given on p. 9, and keep in view the following facts: 
—The exigencies of everyday work forbid in many cases, and 
especially in the case of large motors, the removal of the 
motor armature in order that the commutator may be trued 
up; that for this process the machine is driven—usually by a 
small motor; that motor commutators are encased, and of 
necessity somewhat inaccessible; that large machines are 
multipolar, and consequently the removal of the brushes . 
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from one spindle is, from the point of view of economy and . 


time, deemed sufficient; that faults causing the flats and 
irregularities which the process of truing up is intended to 
remedy, may be present, and that the tools used for the 
purpose may be, and asa matter of fact are, rested upon some 
part of the motor case—then ask themselves why it is that 
the starter is not by any means intended to be а shunt 
breaker, when the reason why it is not will stand before 
them plain and palpable. The cut-outs will have been 
removed from the source of supply, and the starter 
is at the “off” position. The “shunt” of the motor is 
apparenily broken at the starter, so there is no apparent 
reason in the circumstances why the motor should act as a 
generator when driven. Now let the armature main be 
traced from the motor terminals, and the real, as dis- 
tinguished from the apparent, condition of affairs becomes 
evidenced. The “shunt” is not broken at the starter; it is 
continued through it from А to в, and thus completes the 
circuit. When some blinded operator, neglectful of the hint 
given, finds his way into the outer world from the seclusion 
of the hospital, his best course will be to offer himself to 
some technical school as a living proof “that the starter is 
not intended to be a shunt breaker.” Lel it be as a lesson 
unto. the musicians. 

In the wording of paragraph 5 in his letter, Mr. Cramp 
is decidedly unfortunate. I do not forget that “there will 
be a large electromotive force of self-induction induced in 
the windings of the field itself,” but I do fail to see what a 
laminated field has to do with the position he advances. 
Whether the magnets are laminated or not, the armature will 
lie in a magnetic field. Whether the brushes are raised or 
not will not, in the circumstances, affect matters, even 
though the armature in itself were not a closed winding. 
Neither bas Mr. Cramp, nor anyone else, nor have I myself, 
ever yet known of a magnetic field with a closed winding. 

Unhappily, Mr. Cramp is so sparing of his data that I 
am not in a position to gauge his exact knowledge of 
the subject, though I must assume, from the position 
he holds, that he is an able man. What is it 
that Mr. Cramp fears? Where are the necessary par- 
ticulars as to the design and condition of the motor or 
motors that Mr. Cramp asserte he has known damaged 
by the method ? Does he fear the breaking of a circuit 
of high induction? Are there not in everyday use 
eoila of higher induction than those of any motor, the 
circuits through which are made and broken with appalling 
rapidity and impunity ? What is the greatest E.M.F. of 
these coils, and what special precautions are necessary ? 
Does Mr. Cramp forget that an armature forms in itself 
a closed circuit of high induction and low resistance ? 
What bearing will this latter fact have upon his conten- 
tion? Has he opened the armature circuit, and then 
closed same by the introduction of suitable apparatus, and 
tested the matter practically, and if so, what was the 
result ? 

The design of the schools is different to that of the 
workshop. The latter follows certain lines which are 
determined by certain technical laws, and also by laws of a 
wholly empirical nature. These laws are founded on experi- 
ence, and experience alone. The design of the dynamo and 


motor of commerce is conducted under certain limitations 


which do not obtain in the schools. At another, and more 
fitting, opportunity I will enlarge upon this matter. 

It is when Mr. Cramp comments, without authority, upon 
the mis-statements and wrong methods advanced and advo- 
cated in the technical press, that the writer’s gorge rises 
within him. Does Mr. Cramp forget that the technical 
press exista for the instruction and information of engineers, 
and others who are not engineers? Before he reduces to the 
rank and value of waste paper many valuable articles and 
classical papers and reviews—which cannot be controverted 
by anything ever likely to emanate from the Central Tech- 
nical College—let him pause and consider. The interval so 
occupied will be fruitful of wisdom. It is only the half 
knowledge of a subject, unboosted by practical experience, 
which sends into the world so many ines ineptitudes. 
Personally, I have the greatest respect for the writers of the 
technical and I can, with every confidence, commend 
their writings to those students who doubt the infallibility of 
their lecturers. In the present year's issue of this paper 


- s. 


there is an article on sparkless commutation with fixed lead, 
ne will do much to assist them towards an exact know- 
ledge. 


Wigan Electricity Works, 
January 18th, 1902. 


Р. Т. White. 


Distribution Cables for Three-Phase Working. 


Referring to the article upon “ Distribution Cables for 
Three-Phase Working" which appeared in your issue of 
10th inst., I observe it states that there is no necessity to 
cut the conductors when making a connection to a consumer. 

This is, of course, an undoubted advantage, but the 
manner in which it may be effected is not quite so obvious. 
With lead-sheathed cables of the design shown, whether 
laid on the solid system or drawn into conduits, there 
appears, at first sight, to be considerable difficulty in 
separating or spreading the cores sufficiently to admit of the 
soldered joint being made, and there would be considerably 
more difficulty in properly insulating the joint afterwards, 
owing to the practical impossibility of getting any * slack " 
cable when the cores are twisted inside the lead sheath. 

As this class of cable is likely to be extensively used in 
the future, I suggest that it would be of general interest if 
the cable makers would complete the description by giving 
details of the method of jointing for consumers’ connections, 
both for three-core power supplies and one core to neutral 
for lighting supply. 


January 20th, 1902. 


М. B. 


With reference {о an article by Mr. 8. Woodfield in the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW for January 3rd, he states that :— 
“ Concentric cables are out of the question for satisfactory 
results for three-phase working,” but in districts in which 
a lighting load only is probable, could not the inners 
of the existing cables be equally divided between the ends of 
the star windings and the outers connected to the neutral 

int ? 
ar an article on “ Distribution Cables for Three-Phase 
Working" in the ELECTRICAL Review for January 10th, 


a statement is made that, for concentric cables, the serious 


objection to having to cut conductors at every consumer’s 
box cannot be overlooked ; indeed, three-core cable is, on 
account of this objection, rapidly coming into use for con- 
tinuous current; but I should like to know of the three- 
core cable it is unnecessary to cut when laid taut in the 
ground. I have found it necessary to cut three-core cables 
in order to separate the cores sufficiently to get fittings on. 

Can you inform me if there is а book published dealing 
with the practical testing for faults on heavy electricity 
mains (not for submarine cables), and one describing methods 
in which tramway return currents are not liable to make 
accurate testing impossible ? 

I should also be obliged if you could arrange for an article 
to be given by one of your contributors on the testing for 
faults by the telephone method, with sketches, diagrams, &c. 

If you know of a method by which a fault on, say, } mile 
of 1 sq. in. cable can be located, several readers and myself 
would be obliged for the information. 

ў Query. 

[ Messrs. Stuart A. Russell and F.C. Raphael have written 

books on practical testing.—Eps, ELEC. REv.] . 


A Merry Christmas. 


A wet day, and thawing fast after severe frost. Out- 
side assistant preparing to spend the day at a friend’s 
house, and pitying the poor beggar, Brown, on shift at the 
works. 

Knock at the door, and note handed in by landlady 
(who states bearer i8 waiting), which reads as follows :— 

* Dear —Merry Christmas, old chap! Dead short 
on No. 6 Н.Т. feeder ; have telephoned the chief.—Bnowx. 
P.S.—You can use the bearer to get jointers and labourers 
out." The bearer, a greaser, is forthwith sent for men, with 
instructions for them to bring tents, tools, &c., to faulty 
district, which, as bad luck will have it, is the best resi- 
dential one in the town, where the mayor and all the big bugs 
live. 
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. 10.30 a.m.—Faulty section localised between two dis- 
connecting boxes about half-a-mile apart by the primitive 
method of disconnecting section after section, and running 
an alternator up on the faulty feeder after disconnecting 
each section: the faulty one is found when the fuse does 
not go.  Jointers sent to consumers on this section to 
examine and switch out house transformers; they return 
about 12.30 with news that they are unable to get into 
several houses, the occupiers evidently spending the day 
with friends. 

1.0 p.m.—Raining faster, and fog coming over. Brown 
informs the mains assistant by telephone that the mayor, 
chairman, and Major Slashem have rung up, and want 
the light—they cannot see to eat their lunch; and as he 
is unable to localise a fault with transformers on main by 
testing, the only alternative of cut and try at service 
boxes is adopted. | 

3.0 p.m.—The shades of night are falling fast; fault 
localised within 200 yards, when a passer-by gives the 
information that the gas men have been working higher up, 
and he thinks one of them struck the electric wire with 
a pick. He is given the price of a drink to point out the 
place, and when main is bared, a hole larger than a six- 
penny bit and signs of charring set all doubts at rest. 

It is evident that a pick has pierced both armour and 
lead to outer, and the sudden thaw has sodden the paper 
and caused the main to break down. 

The foreman jointer makes a record joint, and juice is on 
and all О.К. by 5.30 p.m., not before there are signs that 
consumers are beginning to be resigned to their fate, and 
making the best of things by decorating the rooms with 
candles stuck in beer bottles. . 

The assistant and jointers homeward plod their weary way, 
with empty stomachs and prospects of cold fare, wish each 
other a merry Christmas, and may the devil toast those 


gasmen ! 
Station Engineer. 


The Tramway Junction at Sheffield. 


When your columns are used to disseminate ideas or 
express opinions upon technical matters affecting your 
readers, generally such a channel is invaluable, but I for one 
‘decline to make you the agency for the exchange of sarcastic 
letters beneficial to no one. 

_I had decided not to further trouble you upon the above. 
The real arguments, however, as advanced in my letter, 
have either been misunderstood or purposely ignored by your 
correspondents. I appear to have stirred up a feeling 
entirely foreign to my own thoughts, Thesimilarity of your 
four correspondents’ letters may be a coincidence, but it is 
suspicious. | 

All your correspondents appear to havea very intimate 
acquaintance with this junction, yet they display an 
astounding ignorance of the details of its construction. My 
statement that the work was unique in its character, is 
sarcastically ridiculed by * B. B.," and ** Permanent Way 
Engineer." I believe I have seen every English-working 
tramway, and I challenge * B. B." to locate me a similar 
junction with all parte (rails, points, &c.) constructed 
entirely of either manganese or crucible cast-steel, possessing 
the same variable gradients, and entirely devoid of fishplates 
or tie rods, and having the same quantity of metal over a 
similar limited surface area. “В. В.” infers there are 
several. * P. W. E." states he has, during 11 years of 
electric traction work, built **many, and far superior." 
Where are they? 
unique, every part being built of manganese steel without 
tie rods or fishplates, and seeing that nearly 2,000 cars take 
the junction every day, carrying nearly 100,000 passengers, 
the Sheffield Corporation took a bold step in adopting it. 

I am accused of holding a manufacturer's brief; jealousy 
and inexperience are arguments used against my letter. The 
first two I dismiss with the feeling they deserve; to the 
latter I can only say that for 17 years I have, I think, been 
engaged upon as many different systems, and as much line 
mileage as most men. I have not had * 11 years electric 
traction experience," like “Р. W. E.,“ although I have 
a recollection of seeing the first English electric tramway 
opened in 1895 at Bristol, and a few weeks later I saw 


I repeat my statement, the work is 


Coventry opened. His experience seems to be a little pre- 
historic. 

What is the object of this discussion? My letter simply 
voiced the opinion of many professional men I have talked 
with. I have not used manganese steel, or had any direct 
experience with it, although I am watching its working in 
various parts of the country. Little as I know of the work, 
I consider that the present junction is far superior for the 
work it has to do than the old pointe and crossings. 
Questions of defective super-elevation, gauge, &c., are copy- 
book phrases one is used to. If the work is successful, and 
stands the severe strain I am told it is now put to,.it marks, 
I argue, the most distinct advance in tramway work we have 
had. Personally, I welcome it, simply because I have hopes 
it will successfully compete against American methods of 
manufacture, methods that alone enabled America to obtain 
the recent L. C. C. contract (vide “ Engineer’s” report). I am 
pro-British enough to feel that public authorities are 
making a very serious error in having foreign-built 
lines, an error that will be seen when small renewals 
are required, especially by a small system. It is 
rarely we hear of America obtaining permanent-way work 
from England. English? engineers are a little too prone in 
Visiting foreign lines and copying ваше; if, therefore, your 
correspondents are engineers to any tramway system, I am 
surprised (with the monopoly of experience they have) they 
have not welcomed an improvement upon our present 
methods. Vs 

Electric. 


Connector for Testing Purposes. 


I notice in your issue of November 29th last a useful 
connector made by the Silvertown Company. I enclose a 
sketch of the same thing applied to a pair of testing ter- 
minals, which I have had in use about 7 years. 

I find the contrivance extremely handy for testing with 
currents up to about 10 amperes. · 


The square plunger is kept out a certain distance by a 
spring, and on pressing the ebonite knob, the two holes come 
into. line, | 

By inserting the wire and releasing the knob, the spring 
causes a fair grip of the wire. The edges of the holes being 
well rounded, quite small wires can be clamped without 
being cut. A pair of fuses protect the terminals. 


James Sugden, A. M. I. E. E. 
Twickenham, l 
January 20th, 1902. 


Poor-Gas Producers. 


I was interested in reading the description of the Taylor 
poor-gas producer in your last issue, and as there are now 
on the market several producers for similar purposes, I think 
a comparative test of these would be very useful to anyone 
who, like myself, is аб present considering the question of 
producer gas, Some few weeks ago you described the Walker 
system, and there are also now, in addition, Messrs. Crossley 
Bros. and Messrs. Schill Seebohm’s patents, the latter being 
made by the Hyde Engineering Company, near Manchester: 

I до по know whether you have seen the system, as 
described, at work at Messrs. Horn’s premises in London; I 
have, and the thing that strikes one most is the small space 
occupied by the producer for the power generated, in com- 
parison with other types where gas-holders are used. 

You make a strong point of the advantage of the gas pro- 
duced by this generator being below atmospheric pressure, 
but is this really a good pointin practical working, if there 
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happen to be any slight leaks in valves or pipes. Would 
not this, without even stopping the engine entirely, bring 
down its efficiency considerably ? 

‘I should imagine that the fact of the engine having to 
draw its gas from the producer would also mean that power 
would be absorbed for this purpose, and this, together with 
the fact that the gas'is of very puor quality, would necessi- 
tate an engine of much larger size to get the same power, 
than one driven by town’s gas or other producer gas of better 
quality. What percentage greater would this have to be ? 

The engine described by you as being run from this plant 
is only of small size, and one would like to know something 
about, say, engines up to 60 or 100 B.H.P. 

Such a test as suggested, carried out by an independent 
expert, would help others who, like myself, are seeking infor- 
mation. I am open now to purchase the best and most 
efficient gas generator on the market. 

Enquirer. 


[For reply see our “ Notes columns.— Ens. Bree, Rev. ] 


Eleetric Feed Pamps. 


Ї am sorry that I offended such an eminent firm as Messrs. 
Mather & Platt by neglecting to mention their speciality in 
electric feed pamps. I have, myself, designed a feed pump 
which is regulated by а method equivalent to altering the 
length of the stroke, but it would not hurt my feelings in 
the least if Messrs. Mather & Platt or anyone else told me 
that they had never heard of it. 

I was aware that a direct-coupled electrical pumping set 
had been installed at Bristol by Messrs. Merryweather and 
Sona, but should like to hear of others. The pumps referred 
to are neat and compact ; the cylinders being arranged, like 
those in Brotherhood’s engine, 120° apart, allow the three 
rams to be driven by onecrank. Information regarding the 
working performance of this set would be interesting. 


A. Johnston. 
January 21st, 1902. 


Large Engines for Traction Work. 


In reference to your article on * Large Engines for 
Traction Work,” it is quite true that in no other country 
in the world can we find high speed engines of the quality to 
be found in Great Britain. The proof of the high speed 
being wanting in other countries is, that it is only quite 
recently that the big foreign dynamo makers have got ont a 
line of machines for these special engine speeds, and some of 
them with great misgiving as to their success on this 
account. As regards the enormous strength of parts 
being required in engines for traction work, this is certainly 
one American theory which will not bear investigation. 

Ав my company have many engines which have been 
running for a considerable time with complete success on 
50 per cent. overloads for as much as 15 minutes at 


once, and 100 per cent. momentarily, but none of these have ` 


the extra heavy parts as required by American practice, I 
fancy the reason for their success lies in the fact that they are 
Inbricated efficiently, and that they have.the large crankpins 
and crosshead pins of English practice, the crankpins being 
the usual weak part of an American engine. I have seen 
the Glasgow engines three times, and quite agree with you in 
all your remarks, but still these ar2 representative of the 
best American practice. The last time there I counted 
seven greasers and two engineers to attend to one of these 
sets, and it was not a trial run, as the engine had been 
running in service for a considerable time. But why all this 
complication of gear, &c., which causes the Corporation to 
pay so mach money in wages when the same end can be 
attained in another way? Why Corliss gear and its 36 
joints (in an average gear) and four stuffing boxes, each 
joint being dependent ona grease cup and a man to fill it, 
and consequently a filthy gritty engine ? Your readers, no 
donbt,-will say, But what about the steam consumption ? 
Well, this can be obtained by simpler means and with valves 
much more suitable for superheated steam. Аге their 
engines more economical than a marine engine? I think not. 
For land purposes the link motion would be omitted, and yon 
will have, for one cylinder, one gland, one valve guide, one 


eccentric rod joint, and one eccentric in place of the multitude 
of joints in a Corliss or grid valve gear. If you adopt 
the high-speed engine builders’ ideas, and enclose everything 
and fit forced lubrication, we have an engine that will 


beat the Corliss or grid-valve engine hollow for maintenance 


and reliability, the one being a straightforward job, and the 
other, with its grid valves in cylinder covers, &c., badly 
drained, unget-at-able (if I may use the word), and not 
reliable, or Corliss valves, which nine people out of ten 
think are perfectly balanced. I grant they are almost 
balanced when open, but not until then. If working with 
steam of 150 Ibs. pressure, and 250° superheat, it is this 
want of balance, and difficulty of lubrication, which causes 
the Corliss valve to commence cutting. The exbaust Corliss 


valve is as bad as the steam valve, as it is more unbalanced 


than the former. 

As regards economy, my firm tendered for some large 
6,000 H.P. sets recently, and guaranteed, under heavy penalty, 
10} lbs. of steam per г.н.р. ; also they guaranteed that one 
engineer and two greasers should be able to run the two. 
sets, the saving in this latter item alone being equal to 


£15,000 capitalised at 5 per cent., as compared with the 


American engines at Glasgow. 
Wm. Stead. 
Patricroft, January 20/h, 1902. 


Copper Conductors. 


I should be glad to know upon what basis the I. E. E. 
Committee on Copper Conductors fixed the carrying capacity 
of wires and cables, as given by them. I presume the for- 
mula is a combination of area and surface, Perhaps some 
of your readers would enlighten me. 

. Enquirer. 


SoLDERING FLUIDS.—À correspondent asks us whether 
the use of patent soldering fluids in jointing cables is really 
80 deleterious to the cables or insulation as it is generally 
supposed to be. The unanimity of authorities on fire risks, 
&c., on this point is so striking, that we are inclined to be 
somewhat sceptical as to its validity, but having invariably 
used resin for the purpose, we are unable to point to any 
instance of good or bad results with soldering fluids which 
are generally more or less closely related to zinc chloride. 
We should be glad to receive particulars of actual experi- 
ence gained with these fluids, pro and con., from any of our 
readers who have been bold enough to transgress the resin 
regulation. 

Venice turpentine was advocated for the purpose many 
years ago. Is it.ever tried now ? 


A correspondent writes :— As a reader of the REVIEW 
for some years now, I would be much obliged if you, or 
any of your readers, could let me know of a special fitting 
that is made suitable for a baker's oven. The lamp will 
have to stand over 500?, and the fitting would have to be 
very strongly put together. А reply through your columns 
would greatly oblige." 

[Perhaps some of our readers can assist the writer of the 
ароте. — Eps. Erko. REv.] 


Hkrp Over.—Owing to pressure upon our space, several 
letters are unavoidably crowded out this week.— Ens. ELEC. 
Rev. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY v. SUBMARINE 
CABLES. 


II. 

AFTER last week’s article had gone to press we noticed in 
the daily papers that Mr. Carnegie was about to interest him- 
self commercially and scientifically in Mr. Marconi's inven- 
tions. This would doubtless be a good thing for his Wireless 
Telegraph Company if, as we understand, an appeal to 
the public for further funds is imminent, and as for Mr. 
Carnegie, he can well afford to indulge in anything that 
takes liis fancy, 


E 
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According to an American scientific journal, Mr. Marconi’s 
experiments are somewhat costly, cach mast 130 ft. high 
meaning the expenditure of $1,200. He proposes to build 
towers for permanent stations, as masts are so troublesome, 
and he does not see why the rate for trans-Atlantic messages 
should not be reduced to 1 centa word in future. 

Marconi will have to send more words a minute than 
he can transmit at present, or his expenses will, we 
think, exceed his receipts, judging from the amount 
of electrical energy he has to expend in his wireless 
signalling ; а matter to which we referred at some 


length in our issue of the 8rd inst. Continuing the ex- 


pressions of opinion given in our previous article by men 
whose lives have been mainly devoted to submarine telegraphy, 
Sir Henry Mance says that, considering the advertisement 
which has been given to Mr. Marconi by the Anglo-American 
Cable Company, one can hardly be surprised that shareholders 
in submarine cable stocks should feel a little nervous about 
their investments. It is to be hoped, however, they will 
have the good sense not to be in too great a hurry to sacrifice 
their holdings. That wireless telegraphy has come to stay 
must be perfectly clear to anyone ; that it will be extremely 


useful in certain cases, there can be no doubt; but he 


declines to believe that it will ever be a commercial rival to 
any submarine cable of moderate length. No individual or 
company can monopolise the ether; the sys:ems failed 
during the yacht races in New York because neither 
station would give way for the others, and һе 
believes somewhat similar . results have been observed 
on board His Majesty's fleet when experimenting with 
wireless telegraphy. Не does not doubt that some 
sort of signal was received by Mr. Marconi during his recent 
experiments on the other side of the Atlantic, but he mentions, 
for the information of those interested, that. the earth 
current variations in a long submarine cable frequently 
produce а signal resembling the letter“ S.” The selection 
of this letter by Mr. Marconi for use in his experiment was, 
therefore, rather unfortunate. 

The dream of our philosophers of old has been realised, 
concludes Sir Henry, but whether there is any money in it 
i8 quite another question. 

Mr. Willoughby Smith, of the Gutta-Percha Company, 
writes :— 

* Mutual adjustment to prevent interference may be pos- 
sible, and, I am told, has been successfully tried with two, or 
perhaps three, sets of apparatus working in great proximity, 
but this is very different from the fine distinction in wave 
lengths necessary for the intermingling multitude which 
would be required to take the place of existing submarine 
cables ; and I cannot see how any laws or patents could pre- 
vent intentional disturbances. 

* If for the moment we reverse the situation and assume 
that wireless telegraphy was originally introduced, so that 
we had for the last 50 years known no other method, I ám 
confident that the invention of submarine cables, with their 
direct connection, consequent privacy, and ease of working, 
would be hailed as an enormous advance and improvement 
upon the older method." 
his assumption, as our readers will remember, was also 
brought forward -by one of our correspondents in the article 
we published last week. 

Mr. John B. Hooper, of Hooper's Telegraph .Company, 
expresses himself in the following manner :— 

“ The success of the submarine telegraph service, especially 
over-sea messages, is dependent upon accuracy and speed of 
transmission and secrecy. With code messages the risk of 
mistakes being made is greater, but the errors on the sub- 
marine lines are, comparatively speaking, few. 

„The cost of transmitting messages is largely due to the 
expenses incurred (beyond the interest and sinking fund on 
the prime cost of the submarine cables) for collating, trans- 
mitting, receiving and distribution, and the general expenses 
of a telegraph company. These expenses would apply to the 
wireless telegraphy, and would fall more heavily on any 
retardation of speed in transmission. 

I believe the speed now attained in working through the 
cables laid in the North Sea is (by the duplex system) 80 
words per minute, though this may be exceptional a8 com- 
pared with other systems. A business man will be prepared 
to pay for speed and accuracy and secrecy, and so far as the 


Marconi wireless telegraphy has been worked, I do not see 
any likelihood of the business of the submarine telegraph 
companies being interfered with. 

* Referring to Palmer's index of the Times for the three 
years 1877—8, when the electric light was first introduced, 


we find recorded on July 7th and 9th, 1877, * Heavy Fall in 


Gas Shares, and on October 11th and 12th, 1878, * Notes 
on Panic in Gas Shares.’ Referring to Mr. James N. 


‘Shoolbred’s Papers in 1878—9, as published in the Reporta 


of the British Association for those years ‘On the Present 
State of Electric Lighting, 1877, and * On Recent Advances 
in Electric Lighting,’ 1878, and comparing the more or less 
perfect systems of electric lighting and motive power of 
to-day with the systems then in use, one would have expected 
the gas industry to have been annihilated. Instead of this 
I read lately a statement in a weekly electrical paper as 
follows :— 

“< Electric lighting dates for all practical purposes from 
1890, and gas lighting from about 1810. And yet, after a 
commercial existence of nearly a century, we find the gas 
industry of the United Kingdom still advancing at such a 
pace that the mere annual increase of its income is greater 
than the total income derived from the sale of electrical 
energy all over the country.’ А 

“ My belief is the submarine cable companies will до as 
well in the fature as the gas companies have done hitherto.” 

Mr. J. T. Wilmot, of the Commercial Cable Company, 
writing from Waterville, says :— 

* In reply to your inquiry, I am very strongly of the 
opinion that the scare amongst the holders of submarine 
cable stocks is not at all warranted by anything yet 
accomplished, or in view of being accomplished, in the near 
future in wireless telegraphy. Admitting that Mr. Marconi, 
when in Newfoundland, actually succeeded in catching the 
signals from the Lizard, as he claims to have done, but 
which, as a fact, still remains to be demonstrated, that is a 
very small step towards the practical success to be reached 
before the existing cables can be considered in jeopardy, and, 


until something very much more tangible is arrived at, I - 


think holders of cable stock need not feel the least alarm. 

* What does Mr. Marconi claim to have done? He pre- 
arranged that at certain times on certain days the Lizard 
Station was to transmit the signals representing the three 
dots of the Morse S.“ Не was not able to get anything 


in his coherer, which would be of the most delicate pattern 


his extensive experience would enable him to make ; but, by 
connecting a telephone to his kite line, he asserts that he 
could distinguish these. Possibly he is correct; these signals 
are of such a character that they would carry if anything 
would. You or I could not have detected them. It was 
only his highly trained ear that could do so. How extremely 
frail was, therefore, his result, and how easily might the 
same have been produced by the numerous local causes which 
we all know so well affeots the delicate little telephone. 
What an enormous gulf separates these little uncertain 
sounds heard or fancied in a telephone from the conditions 
that must be reached before the system can approach a com- 
mercial basis. . 

« We have read of the failure of the Marconi apparatus 
in South Africa, owing, I believe, it is stated, to the moun- 
tainous nature of the country. It is evident that communica- 
tion is possible over much longer distances at sea than on 
land, but it seems to me inconceivable that what could not 
be applied through comparatively short distances in South 
Africa should on another part of the earth’s surface sur- 
mount what, owing to the earth’s curvature, amount prac- 
tically to an enormous mountain, as Prof. Fleming says, 
110 miles high, only three of which are water at the point 
of its greatest depth, and make its influence manifest all 
those hundreds of miles apart, even although the upper 
strata of the atmosphere or the ether beyond may possibly 
act as a resonator and assist the propagation and deflection 
of the waves. I need scarcely remind you how far short of 
all this the communication with shipping at sea has fallen. 

“ Before there can be any attempt made to compete with 
the cables, there are three far-reaching conditions necessary 
that must be attained by our ‘ wireless’ friends after they 
have succeeded in passing plain, intelligible signals across 
the Atlantic, which, mark you, they have not yet done ; and 
these are, first, to produce a means of absolutely confining a 
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Marconi message to the particular receiver for which it is 
intended, to the exclusion of all eavesdroppers; second, 
methods of syntony will be essential that will enable 
an indefinite number of lines to be worked in both 
directions at a good speed; third, a monopoly of the 
particular wave lengths that are essential to them, to prevent 


any rivals from setting up rival apparatus for producing rival 


waves, and so upeetting the whole apple-cart. None of 
these are in sight. 

* [ have bad a considerable experience in telegraphy, and 
in the light of that experience, have no hesitation in giving 
it as my opinion that the cables are going to hold their own 
as a reliable and rapid means of communication. 

“That wireless telegraphy has a vast field of usefulness 
before it is undeniable, but I can see nothing in any of the 
results so far achieved by it that need alarm cable share- 
holders.” | 

Mr. John Rymer-Jones, one of the ablest cable experts 
known to us, sends his views of the situation in the following 
terms :— 

That atmospheric or other stray electrical discharges 
should have produced on the Newfoundland receiver several 
repetitions of ‘S’ at the time when this particular letter 
was being sent by arrangement from the Lizard Station, or 
that one so expert with his own apparatus as Mr. Marconi 
should mistake outside disturbances for actual signals, seems 
as improbable as that a wireless system known to have 
worked successfully for the hitherto record distance of 186 
miles should be incapable of showing some faint evidence at 
least of its far-reaching influence even to a distance of 
2,170 statute miles, notwithstanding that the aerial con- 
ductor for the 186 miles (between St. Katherine’s Point, Isle 
of Wight, and the Lizard) consisted of four parallel wires, 
instead of only one, and the height (48 m.) apparently much 
greater in proportion than that at the Newfoundland end. 
On the other hand, the evidently spasmodic and feeble nature 
of the three equal impulses received at equal intervals of 
time, and forming one of the.most simple letters to record, 
scarcely justifies the scare which has possesged nervous cable 
shareholders. 

* In view of the marvels achieved by wireless telegraphy, 
the rapidity of the progress already made, and reasonable 
probability of further improving the system, it is natural 


that holders of cable stock should be prepared for further. 


wonders, and be a little uneasy on the strength of Mr. 
Marconi's sanguine expectation that regular signalling will 
be possible when the electric impulses emitted from the 
Lizard Station are increased in intensity; but it is scarcely 
necessary to point out that receiving а succession of simple 
letters like *S' is a very different thing to a practical 
system, which, before it can prove a really serious rival to 
cable telegraphy, must combine the all-important considera- 
tions of speed, reliability, and secrecy. — 

„That wireless telegraphy has special and most important 
uses for military and naval purposes, in the mercantile 
marine, between lighthouses and lightships and the shore 
for short distances where cables cannot be employed, or even 
for considerable distances where comparatively slow speed of 
signalling suffices, is fully recognised ; but that it will be a 
dangerous competitor with either short or long cables em- 
ployed for important commercial work is highly improbable. 
Short cables can be operated with automatic senders at a 
very much higher speed, and worked duplex, quadruplex or 
multiplex, if required, to meet the congested traffic. The 
cables last laid across the Atlantic for the Commercial and 
the Anglo-American Cable Companies are capable of being 
worked 45 words a minute simplex, and double that speed 
duplex. 

“ The speed attained by wireless telegraphy, even for short 
distances, is only some 24 words а minute, and although with 
the syntonic system Mr. Marconi says ‘we can connect to 
the same vertical sending wire, through connections of 
different inductance, several differently tuned transmitters, 
. and to the receiving vertical wire a number of corresponding 
receivers. Different messages can be sent by each trans- 
mitter connected to the same radiating wire simultaneously, 
and received equally simultaneously by the vertical wire 
connected to differently tuned receivers.’ I do not find that 
he has at present accomplished this even between the Lizard 
and St. Katherine’s stations, and multiplex wireless tele- 
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graphy of this kind is widely removed from merely receiving 
the letter * S' across the Atlantic at the maximum speed, of 
32 times a minute, which is all that Mr. Marconi claims to 
have accomplished, so that shareholders may with safety 
possess their shares in patience for the present. 

* But apart from the question of speed, it is not yet 
proved that wireless telegraphy across the Atlantic will be a 
practical—not to mention a commercial success, even if the 
receiver can be made to record words. Many an instrument 
which will compass, under favourable conditions, the object 
for which it was designed, has been discarded, owing to the 


difficulty of keeping it in perfect adjustment. Possibly it is 


owing to the already extreme sensitiveness of the receiver, 
and the greater disturbance to which it would be subject if 
made still more sensitive, that Mr. Marconi prefers to 
increase the energy of the transmitted waves as being more 


promising. As signals so far received were feeble and un- 


certain, it will doubtless require a considerable increase in 
energy to produce signals, not only legible, but reliable for 
commercial code working. 

“ Again, if wireless telegraphy across the Atlantic be made 
practicable, these stations will be multiplied, which will at 
the same time multiply disturbing centres, and help to safe- 
guard the interests of cable companies. Mr. Marconi says 
that the old non-syntonised system is doomed, and must give 
way to the syntonised, because the former ‘ keeps picking up 
messages from various sources, which very often render un- 
readable the messages one is trying to receive.’ The synto- 
nised method was, we may conclude therefore, employed 
between Newfoundland and the Lizard. 

„Mr. Marconi further says: ‘If we are working with 
oscillations which differ very considerably in period, a trans- 
mitter capable of sending signals 31 miles to a tuned receiver, 
will not affect a non-tuned one at 50 metres.’ ‘If the 
period of the two tunes are more similar to each other, then 
the non-tuned receiver may be affected even at several kilo- 
metres.’ Clearly, therefore, the existing numerous non- 
syntonised installations are destined to be changed to 
syntonised ones, and then ‘the ether (will) become, in con- 
sequence of great wireless activity, exceedingly lively,’ as 
Mr. Marconi says is at present the case in the English 
Channel ; and all stations having tuned receivers and trans- 
mitters which happen to have periods of oscillation 
approximating those of other stations, may be expected in 
some degree to interfere with each other's signals, and 
especially would the stronger Atlantic signals affect local 
systems of similar pitch on the two coasts. The range avail- 
able for tuning purposes is probably restricted to one octave, 
so even the syntonised system does not promise to be 
altogether proof against extraneous disturbances. As to 
secrecy. What is to prevent the actual period of oscillation 
of any station being adjusted to by an enemy, or evilly 
disposed person, and messages being read; or, the period 
being once found, signals being intentionally sent to confuse 
communication? With the disappearance of cables would go 
all idea of a pan-British system of telegraphy. For these 
reasons even syntony does not appear destined to permit 
wireless messages to compete successfully with submarine 
telegraph messages, the contents of which are known only to 
those working the cable. 

* For competing with cables to the East, the prospects 
of wireless telegraphy are even less favourable, owing to 
intervening obstructions, not presented by the open seas, and 
wireless installations. 

* Even anore than telephony, the proved capabilities of. 
wireless telegraphy are sufficient to impress the imagination 
and dispose the public mind to believe in its unlimited possi- 
bilities ; but speaking by means of the former is limited by 
known laws, and it is probable that the latter will turn out 
commercially impracticable for long distances, the liability 
to interference and want of secrecy, being among the chief 
obstacles to wireless telegraphy superseding submarine 
cables." 

The Financial Times, on Monday, devoted a leading 
article to this subject—a sort of sitting on the fence 
editorial. There may, or may not, be a serious rivalry 
between wireless telegraphy and submarine cables, according 
to our contemporary, but it is certain that the danger is not 
imminent. 

In order that the Financial Times may feel assured that 
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this rivalry is neither imminent or probable, we commend to 
the notice of its editor the expert opinions of eminent 
electricians published in our last issue, and the further testi- 
mony to the future stability of submarine cable enterprise, 
which we are enabled to present to our readers to-day, in 
addition to our own leading article. But the depreciation in 
the value of the shares of cable companies is a most extra- 


ordinary one, ranging from 25 per cent. to nearly 70 per 


cent. in the better known stocks. The following table from 
our financial contemporary’s article shows at a glance how 
the shares have steadily fallen during the past two years :— 


| 


Stock. , Highest, 5 | Не Latest. 
PE "E. „ MOM 
Anglo-American "Telegraph | | 
ordinary . . 69 673 563 481 
Anglo-American preference : | 
ordinary | 120% 117i 102 903 
Anglo - American deferred | 
orlinary ... 182 1711 112 8 
Direct. U.S. Cable 121 124 111 10 
Kastern Telegraph ... 188 159 151 130 
Eastern Extension Telegraph 188 161 143 13 
Indo-European c 58 50 40 
Western Telegraph .. T d — 1514 15 121 
| 
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It accurately reflects, says the City paper, the degree of 
success which has attended the experiments of “ wireless“ 
enthusiasts. | 

To us it rather reflects the wish which is father to the 
thought, for if the attempt at signalling the letter S across 
the Atlantic was merely, as has been stated, for the private 
ends of Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company, why was the 
matter publicly * boomed” the next day throughout the 
length and breadth of the land for all it was worth ! 

Our contemporary sees no chance of submarine telegraph 
shares recovering the market value they possessed in 1899 
within any reasonable period. They may experience 
a partial recovery, but since the fear of successful competi- 
tion which depressed them cannot be entirely allayed, it is 
unreasonable to look for the entire removal of its influence. 

The Financial News is, no doubt, correct in the main, but 
the upshot will probably be a recurrence of what took place 
with gas shares in 1879, to the manifest advantage of those 
who are now bold enough to put all the money they can spare 
into cable stock. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Mr. JEUNE and Mr. Campion, the Examiners of the Hause of 
Commons, sat on Baturday to examine privato Bills for proof of 
compliance with Standing Orders. The following Bills came before 
Mr. Jeune:— 

Bradford Corporation.—' This Omnibus Bill of the Bradford Cor- 
poration gives the Corporation, amongst other things, power to con- 
struct 13 sections of tramway, the most important sections of which 
are: — No. 1, 2 miles 7 furlongs 8 chains; No. 2, 1 mile 5 furlongs 
8 chains; No. 4, 1 mile 5:40 chains; No. 5, 1 mile 2 furlongs 5°35 
chains; No. 11,1 mile 1 furlong and 6:20 chains; and No. 12, 
1 mile and 4:80 chains. The only tramway outside the city is part 
of No. 3, a portion of which is in the Urban District of Shelf. 
Part VIII. of the Bill empowers the Corporation to purchase the 
undertaking of the Shclf Tramway Company. The estimates in the 
Bill allocate £184,248 for tramways, and £3,000 for electrical 
purposes in connection with tramways. There was no opposition, 
and the Bill was passed. 

Leicester Corporation. —Under Part II. of the Bill of the Leicester 
Corporation, power is sought to reconstruct the tramways taken 
over from the tramway company, and to work them electrically. 
Power is also taken to purchase tramways outside the borough, 
which are parts of the existing system by agreement. Land is 
scheduled in the Bill for a generating station. The Bill was 
ordered to go forward. 

Preston Corporation.—Amongst the various powers sought to be 
conferred on the Mayor, Aldermen, and burgesses of Preston by this 
Bill, is that of constructing additional tramways in and adjacent to 
the borough. There are 15 miles of new tramways proposed to be 
laid in the borough and in the neighbouring urban district of Ful- 
wood. Standing orders were found to have been complied with. 

Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Кай сау. This is a Bill to confer 
further powers on the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway 
Company for the construction of new railways and works, and for 
the use of part of the Metropolitan District Railway ; to extend the 
time for compulsory purchase of land and completion of works; and 
to authorixe working and other agreements with other companies, 
&c. The principal work for which power is sought is the con- 


struction of a tube railway, 2 miles З furlongs and 2 chains in 
length, commencing in Kensington by a junction with the line 
already autliorised, and terminating at Fulham by a junction with 
the Metropolitan District Railway near Parson’s Green Station. 
There is also to be constructed a line 6 furlongs 3 chains in length, 
to join up the authorised line with the Great Northern and Strand 
Railway at Little Queen Street, and also a line 5 furlongs 7:80 
chains from Ann Street to Charing Cross. А small extension will 
be made at Piccadilly. A subway isto be constructed at Piccadilly 
Circus. Another important part of the Bill empowers the company 
to enter into agreements with the Metropolitan District Railway 
Company by which the Piccadilly Company may construct the deep 
level electric line to the City which the Metropolitan Company have 
already the authority to undertake. Then there are clauses for the 
Great Northern & Strand Railway Company transferring the powers 
they obtained under their Act of 1899 to the company, and also 
clauses to empower the Brompton & Piccadilly Company to enter 
into working and traffic agreements with the Metropolitan District 
Company, the Baker Street & Waterloo Railway Company, the 
Charing Cross, Euston & Hampstead Railway Company, the Great 
North & Strand Railway Company, the Great Northern Railway 
Company, the South-Eastern Railway Company, and the Central 
London Railway Company. If the clauses for transferring the 
Great Northern & Strand Company are authoriscd by Parliament, 
the name of the company will be changed to the “Great Northern, 
Piccadilly, & Brompton Railway Company.” Sanction is asked to 
raise additional capital not exceeding £2,100,000. Standing Orders 
were found to have been complied with. 

London County Council ( Tramwaius and Improvements).—A Bill 
to enable the London County Council to construct new tramways 
in the County of London, and to work the same by electric 
traction; to make street improvements; to acquire lands for a 
station for generating electricity for use in connection with their 
tramway undertaking. The estimated expenditure on tramways 
and generating station is £1 ,212,400, and on street improvements 
£1,390,806. The generating station will be at Greenwich. The 
Bill was opposed by the Metropolitan Borough Council of Wands- 
worth. The Examiner passcd the unopposed portion, and ordered 
the opposition to the opposed portion to be held on February 10th. 

Northumberland Electric Tramways.—This is a measure to 
empower the Northero Counties Electric Supply Company, Limited, 
to construct tramways and tramroads from Morpeth to Bedlington ; 
Bebside to Blyth; and Ashington to Newbiggin, and to make 
certain street undertakings, &c. The first of these lines is 71 miles 
in length; the second 34 miles, and the third 42 miles. The com- 
pany proposes in the course of its work to widen the road wherever 
it is desirable, and ‘the convenience of the traffic, and at no fewer 
than 38 points along the routes proposed is thus found to be 
necessary. The other powers asked for are the usual ones sought in 
the case of tramway companies. "The company is to take its electrical 
supply from the local authorities, while the local authorities are able 
to give such a supply, but the period at which the local authorities 
will be able to purchase the undertaking is gought to be extended 
from 21 yearsto 42 years. Portions of the Bill were opposed by 
Richard Guy Lindsay on the ground of non-compliance with 
standing orders, and the Examiner postponed these portions till 
February 10th. 

After going through the unopposcd parts, the following Bills 
came before Mr. Campion :— 

Cornwall Electric Power Bill.—The object of this Bill is to intor- 
porate and confer powers upon the Cornwall Electric Power Com- 
pany. The capital will be £450,000, and the first directors, Messra. 
Е. Н. Lewis, С. Foster, and С. Wethered. The area of supply i is the 
whole of the County of Cornwall, exclusive of the Scilly Islands 
and the rural district of Btretton and Holsworthy. The usual 
clauses of power companies are included in the Bill Lands for 
generating stations are scheduled at St. Blazey and Phillack. The 
prices to be charged are :—(1) The standard charge for service at the 
rate of 10s. per kilowatt for the supply of which the company is 
required to make provision; (2) in addition & charge for current 
determined by meter after transforming as follows:—(a) For the 
first 20,000 units consumed in any quarter at the rate of 3d. per 


unit; (b) for all units consumed between 20,000 and 50,000 in any 
quarter at the rate of 2d. per unit; 


(e) for all units consumed 
between 50,000 and 200,000 in any quarter at the rate of 1d. per 
unit; (d) amounts over 200,000 units consumed in any quarter at 
the rate of 1d. per unit. Standing Orders were found to have been 
complied with. 

North and South Shields Electric Railway. —Power is taken in 
this Bill to incorporate and confer powers upon the North and 
South Shields Electric Railway Company to enable the company to 
give improved facilities of communication across the River Tyne 
between North and South Shields. The suggested railway is 
between 6 and 7 furlongs in length, commencing in Tynemouth 
and terminating in South Shields. Land is scheduled for the erec- 
tion of x generating station. The capital is £180,000, and the 
total estimatcd cost of the scheme is £172,397. The Bill was 
passed. 

Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway (No. 3).—A Bill 
for conferring further powers on the Charing Cross, Euston ancl 
Hampstead Railway Compauy with respect to their undertaking ; | 
for authorising agrecments with the Metropolitan District Railway 
Company, the Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Company, and 
for other purposes. Power is given to extend the time for the pur- 
chase of land and the acquisition of additional land. It amends 
Railway No. 1 authorised by the Act of 1593, and gives power to 
raise £300,000 additional capital. There was no opposition on 
Standing Orders, and the Bill went forward. 

City and North-East Suburban. Electric Railiray (No, 2).—It is 
proposed in this Bill to give effect to the suggestions of the Joint 
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Committee on Tube Railways which sat last session. The capital is 
£3,000,000, and land is proposed to be taken in Low Leyton for a 
енын. station. Standing Orders were found to have be complied 
wit 

Railway.—A Bill for attaching a preference to the 
capital to be used for the Ballyshannon extension; for the con- 
solidation and conversion of the capital of the company ; to repeal 
the provisions of former Acts as to separate undertakings; to farther 
extend the time for the completion of the Ballyshannon line; and to 
authorise the company to work its undertaking by electricity. 
Power is taken to erect a generating station on certain lands 
belonging to the company. The Standing Orders were found to 
have been complied'with.  . 

London and Brighton Electric Railway.—The scheme set forth in 
this Bill is to construct an electric railway between London and 
Brighton at a cost of £7,338,403. It is proposed to accomplish the 
journey between the two places in about half an hour, and to afford 
the public an opportunity of travelling at cheap rates—viz, 3s. 
third class and 5s. first class rcturn. There will be a half-hourly 
service during the day. The capital is to be £9,000,000, and the 
first directors are Mr. F. E. Barnes, Mr. Harding Cox, Sir Н. E. 
Knight, Sir W. Treloar, and three others. There were eight 
memorials against the Bill, which were given in the ELECTRICAL 
Ravrew of January 17th. The Examiner decided for the con- 
venience of the parties that the consideration of memorials should 
be postponed until Thursday, February 6th. 


On Monday the followiug Bills, amongst others, came before Mr. 
Campion for proof of compliance with Standing Orders of the House 
of Commons :— 

King’s Koad Railway.—' This was the Bill suspended from last 
Session when it was before the Joint Committee on Tube Railways. 
It was proposed to construct a tube railway commencing at Eel 
Brook Common, Fulham, whence it will run through a densely popu- 
lated district, of which King's Road is the main artery, and it will 
finish at Victoria. The Joint Committee in their report ttated that 
this Bill might be referred to a Committee in the ordinary way, but 
that ап extension to Putney was desirable, as well as an interchange 
station at Victoria, and these recommendations the promoters are 
meeting this Session by the King's Road Railway (Putney Exten- 

sion) Bill, which will come before the Examiner on January 23rd. 
Stauding Orders were found to have been complied with. 

West and South London Junction Railway.—' This was another Bill 
which was suspended from last session, having been before the Joint 
Committee on Tube Railways. The proposed railway consists of 
four sections. The first will be from Bishops Road, north of Pad- 
dington station, to the Marble Arch; the second section will be 
from the Marble Arch to Victoria; the third is from Victoria to 
Vauxhall; and the fourth will run from Vauxhall and terminate in 
the Camberwell New Road. There will be an interchange station 
with the King's Road Railway at Victoria, and there will be sub- 
ways at Paddingten and Victoria. The generating station will be 
at Camberwell. The Joint Committee made no recommendation 
with regard to this measure except that it might be referred to a 
Parliamentary Committee in the ordinary course. There was no 
opposition on Standing Orders, and the Bill will accordingly go 
forward. | 

Great Northern und City Railway.—In this Bill it is sought to 
confer further powers on the Great Northern and City Railway 
Company, and to extend the time for the completion of the 
authorised railway. It is proposed to construct the following 
works :—(1) A railway 1 furlong 9°12 chains in length, commencing 
in Coleman Street, by a junction with the authorised line and 
terminating in Moorgate Street; (2) a circular subway for foot 
passengers at Lothbury ; (3) a conduit in Shoreditch from the lands 
authorised to be used as a generating station to connect the gene- 
rating station with the authorised railway. Power is also sought to 
take further land in Shoreditch for a generating station ; to enlarge 
the tunnels at Highbury for the purposes of erecting a station, and 
to take land for the necessary approaches; to take land in Coleman 
Street, West Street, Finsbury Pavement, and Finsbury Circus for 
extending their stations, sidings, and other accommodations; and 
to raise additional capital not exceeding £450,000. There being no 

opposition, the Examiner found proofs of Standing Orders proved. 

Dartford Improvement Bill. Amongst the various powers sought 
to be conferred on the Urban District of Dartford by this measure, 
is authority to make further provision with regard to the electric 
light undertaking; to construct on certain lands a generating 
station ; to supply electric meters and fittings, and to enter into 
agrecments to supply energy in bulk to outside authorities. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. 

Metropolitan Hailway.—Under tliris Bill the Metropolitan Rail- 
way and the Harrow and Uxbridge Railway Company are 
empowered to execute further work, and to acquire additional 
lands for the enlargement and improvement of the Baker Strect 
Railway. They are also authorised to acquire lands for generating 
electricity for the electrical working of their system in which they 
are jointly interested with other companies. The lands sought to be 
taken for a generating station are situated in the parish of 
Willesden, on the south side of the railway of the company, «nd 
adjoining their locomotive and carriage works, and the River Brent. 
Clause 28 enables the company to enter into and carry into effect 
arrangements with the South-Western Railway respecting the laying 
down of electrical mains along that railway between Richmond 
Junction aud new Richmond Station, and they шау cuter into 
similar arrangements with the West Lendon Company for the 
carrying of liues along that line. Clause 30 will enable the com- 
pany to work by clectrical power the traffic upon the Hammersmith 
and City Railway, and Clause 31 empowers the compauy and the 
Great Western Company to carry out the necessary work. Clause 
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34 enables an agreement to be made between the company and the 
Metropolitan District Company as to the electrical working of the 
traffic on the East London Railway. Clause 39 states that when 
the railways of the company forming part of the Inner Circle Rail - 
way have been completed and adapted for electrical traction, the 
company may, by notices in writing, require all companies running 
over and using such railways to use electrical traction instead of 
steam traction, and such companies shall conform to the require- 
ments and adapt their carriages and other rolling stock for haulage 
by electrical power. Standing Orders were found to have been 
complied with. 

Baker Street and Waterloo Railway.—By the Act of 1893, the 
company was authorised to construct a tube railway and raise 
£1,250,000 capital and borrow £416,000, and in 1896 and 1899 the 
company was.empowered to make extensions, and in 1900 to raiso 
£1,000,000 additional capital. The company has already expended 
£345,203 in the purchase of land and £599,499 in the execution 
of works. They now ask under this Bill for an extension 
of time to August lst, 1904, for the purchase of lands 
authorised by the 1899 Act, and an extension of time for 
the completion of the works till August 186, 1905. Certain 
alterations in the Acts of 1893 and 1900 regarding the raising of 
money on mortgage are also sought for. The necessary proofs of 
compliance with Standing Orders were given by the agents, Messrs. 
Burchells & Co. | 

Finchley Improvemcnt.—This Bill authorises the Urban District 
Council of Finchley to make further provision with regard to the 
electric light undertaking. Power is taken to erect a generating 
station on certain lands; and also an extension of time for laying 
mains in the compulsory area. There are certain amendments pro- 
posed in the Bill of the Finchley Electric Light Order, 1899, and 
power is taken to supply electric energy in bulk outside the district. 
Messrs. Baker, Lees & Co., the Parliamentary agents for the Bill, 
proved compiiance with Standiug Orders. 

Cleethorpes Improvement.— Various powers are sought in this Bill, 
and amongst them is authority for the Urban District Council of 
Cleethorpes, in the County of Lincoln, to construct and work tram- 
ways and to make further provision with regard to the supply of 
electricity. It is proposed to make a tramway 3 furlongs odd in 
length, commencing in High Cliff Road, by a junction with the 
existing tramway of the Great Grimsby Street Tramways Company, 
and to make agreements With that company for the working of the 
tramway. With regard to electricity, power is sought to purchase 
a generating station and plant from the Great Grimsby Street 
Tramways Company. In the estimates, £5,000 is allocated for the 
tramway and £25,000 for the electric undertaking. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. | 

Ecler and District Tramways.—A Bill for incorporating and con- 
ferring powers on the Exeter and District Tramways Company, and 
empowering them to construct tramways in Exeter, the urban dis- 
trict of Heavitree, and the parishes of Alphinston and Hhaston. 
The capital of the company will be £175,000.—It was decided to 
postpone thc examination of this Bill till February 10th. 

(Charing Cross, Hammersmith, and District Electric Railway.— 
Authority is asked under this Bill for the Charing Cross, Hammer- 
smith, and District Electric Railway Company to construct under- 
ground lines from Hammersmith to Barnes; from the West Strand 
to the River Thames; from the Strand to Piccadilly Circus ; aud 
from Piccadilly Circus to Hyde Park Corner, and to raise additional 
capital not to exceed £1,2C0,000. Standing Orders were found to 
have been complied with. 

Croydon and District Electric Tramways -A big tramway scheme 
is proposed in this measure, which is promoted by the British 
Electric Tiaction Company, who ask for authority to construct 
tramways in the counties of London, Surrey, and Kent. The Bill 
provides for the construction of tramways in the districts of 
Croydon, Sutton, Mitcham, Penge, and Beckenham, and in all 25 
lines are specilied. Land is proposed to be taken at Sutton for i 
generating station. Memorials were presented against the Bill by the 
London County Council, the Croydon Corporation, the Croydon Urban 
District Council, and the Beckenham Urban District Council. It 
was decided to postpone the cxamination of the Bill till February 
10th. 


Тнв following Bills came before Mr. Jeune for proof of compliance - 
with Standing Orders on Monday. 

City and North-East Suburban Railway.—The above Bill was 

suspended from last Session, having been before the Joint Com- 
mittee on Tube Railways. It is proposed to construct a line from 
Bishopsgate Street to Waltham Abbey, vid Shoreditch, Victoria 
Park, Hackney Marshes and Lower Leyton, and Walthamstow. The 
entire lenyth of the proposed line is 14 miles. In their report the 
Joint Committee make various recommendations with regard to thc 
line, aud there recommendations will be met by a further Bill being 
introduced this Session. Standing Orders were found to kave been 
complied with. 
' South Shields, Sunderland and District Tramways.—This Bil is 
to authorise the British Electric Traction Company, Limited, to 
construct tramways between South Shields and other places. The 
tramways for which authority is asked are 10 in number, of varying 
lengths. With regard to the purchase of the undertaking by local 
authorities, Sec. 28 eceks to modify Sec. 43 of the Tramways Act of 
1870 by substituting a period of 12 years for the period of 21 years 
mentioned in that section. The examination of the Bill was 
defcrred till February 10th. | 

Torquay and Paignton Tramueays.-—A Dill to authorise tbe con- 
struction of tramways in the Borough of Torquay and the Urban 
District of Paignton in the County of Devon, бе. This Bill scekb to 
incurporale a company to construct tramways in the Borough of 
Torquay and the Urban District of Paignton, and the tramways 
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for which power is sought are nine in number. The most 
important is No. 1, a little over 5 miles in length; while No. 2 
tramway is 4 miles 5 furlongs odd inlength. No. 3 tramway is 
1 mile 2 furlongs in length, but all the others are short lengths. 
The authorised capital of the company will be £160,009, and the 
first directors will be Joseph Browne, Martin, Arthur Greenwood, 
Henry Claude Walker, Robert Arthur Smith, and three others. 
The tramways will be run by electric power. With regard to the 
purchase of the undeitaking by the local authorities, it is sought 
to substitute 35 years for the period of 21 years mentioned in the 
Tramways Act of 1870. The examination of the Bill wa3 postponed 
till February 10th. | | 

Rhondda Urban District Council Tramways.—The chief provisions 
in this Omnibus Bill of the Urban District Council in the County 
of Glamorgan empowers the Council to construct and make tram- 
ways. The estimates of the Bill inciude £162,000 for: the construc- 
tion of tramways and for tramway purposes, and £131,000 for 
generating stations and electrical equipment of tramways and 
traction works. Nine sections of tramways are set forth in the Bill, 
the total length being about 20 miles. Power is taken to take 
certain land in the parish of Yatradyfrodwg for a generating 
station. The necessary proofs of compliance with Standing Orders 
were adduced. 


North Ormesby, South Bank, and Grangetown Tramways.—A Bill 


for incorporating the North Ormesby, South Bank, and Grangetown 
Tramways Company, and for other purposes. The capital of the 
company is fixed at £54,000, and five lengths of tramway set forth 
in the Bill are to be constructed. Power is also taken to take 
land for generating station. The examination of the Bill was post- 
poned till February 10th. 


The following Bills came before the Examiner of Standing Orders 
on Tuesday for proofs of compliance with Standing Orders. 

Central London Railway.—Under this Bill the Central London 
Railway Company seeks powers to construct new railways, &c. The 
proposal is to construct a railway between Hammersmith and the 
City with connection with the existing railway of the company, and 
to raise additional capital, not exceeding in the whole £3,009,000. 
The Standing Orders were found to have been complied with. 

Metropolitan District Railway,—4A Bill for empowering the Metro- 
politan District Railway Company to lay down and maintain 
substituted mains for electrical energy, and to work certain 


railways by electrical energy, to acquire lands, to extend the time 


for the completion of certain railways, and compulsory purchase of 
lands, to constitute the railway authorised by the Metropolitan 
District Railway Act, 1897, a separate undertaking, to raise further 
capital, and for other purposes. The Bill contains various powers, 
viz.: To deviate the line of cables connecting the company’s 
generating station at Lot’s Road, Chelsea, with the company’s 
railway at Harl’s Court, and to acquire additional land therefor, 
and for the generating station. То enter into agreements.as to the 
laying of cables along the West London Extension Railway. Te 
abstract water from the River Thames, and return same. To work 
by electrical power (a) portions of the London aud South- 
Western Railway: between Turnham Green’ and Richmond, 
and between  Putaey Bridge and Wimbledon; (b) East 
London Railway; (c) Hounslow and Metropolitan Railway. To 
provide that, the guaranteed stock to be issued by the company 
under Sec. 26 of the Whitechapel and Bow Railway, October, 1900, 
shall be known as Metropolitan District (Bow Extension), second 
guaranteed stock, and shall rank for dividend after the Metropolitan 
District (Bow Extension) guaranteed stock issued under the White- 
chapel and Bow Railway Act, 1898. To raise additional capital. 
To constitute the Deep Level Railway authorised by the Metro- 
politan District Railway Act, 1897, or any part thereof, into a sepa- 
rate undertakiog. To extend the time for the construction of the 
Deep Level Railway, and the purchase of the lands therefor. To 
extend the time for the sale of surplus lands. To run over the 
portion of the London, Tilbury and Southend Company’s railway 
between Campbell Road and Barking by agreement with that com- 
pany. То amend an agreement of July 18th, 1901, between the 
Metropolitan District Electric Traction Company, Limited, and the 
company. The necessary proofs of compliance with Standing 
Orders were given. 

Edgware and. Hampstead hailway.—A Bill for incorporating the 
Edgware aad Hampstead Railway Company and for cmpowering 
them to coastruct railways partly underground from Edgware to 
Hampstead. The railway No. 1 is 4 miles 4 furlongs and 3 chains 
in length, and commences in Edgware, near the entrance to Edgware 
Station and terminates іп Hendon. No. 2 is 1 mile 3 furlongs and 
5'80 chains in length, which continue to railway No. 1 and ter- 
minates near to the North London Hospital at Hampstead. The 
capital of the company is £400,000, and the first directors are tu be 
Messrs. Highlcy, A. Stirling, and W. К. Trotter. The railway will 
be worked in connection with the Chariug Cross, Euston and Hamp- 
stead Railway. The Standing Orders were complied with. 


LEGAL. 


Tug Maverra ELECTRIC LIGHTING Company, LIMITED. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on 17th inst, 
before Mr. Justice Bvrae, Mr. Levett, K.C., in this case moved on 
behalf of the Halifax Joint Stock Banking Company and other 
debenture holders for the appointment of Mr. John Edward 
Whitham (chartered «accountant, of Halifax), as receiver and 
manager of the undertaking of the company, on the ground that 


the interest on the debentures was in arrear for more than six 
months. The learned counsel stated that the plaintiffs were the 
holders of 118 debentures, out of 300 debentures of £50 each. 

Mr. Justice Вүвхи made the order as asked, limiting the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Whitham as manager to three months withont further 
leave from the Court. 


Hepazs v. MoKnELL & TAYLOR, LIMITED. 


Ix the Chancery Division of the High Courtof Justice on 17th inst., 
Mr. Justice Byrne, at the suit of the plaintiffs who are debenture 
holders, appointed a receiver and manager of the company’s under- 
taking. It was stated that the company carried on the business of 
electrical engineers in the Barbican, and that the interest on the 
debentures had been in arrear since October last. His Lordship - 
referred it to Chambers to appoint a fit and proper person, limiting 
ds кошш of manager to three months without further leave 
of the Court. 


Bruce PEBBLES & Co. v. J. L. KERR, LIMITED. 


In the Leith Court of Session last week, Lord Stormonth Darling 
heard an action by D. Bruce Peebles & Co., gas and electrical 
engineers, of Bonnington, Edinburgh, against John L. Kerr, 
Limited, carting contractors, of Edinburgh, now in liquidation, for 
delivery of a 15-н.р. motor supplied in August, 1900, by the 
pursuers to the defenders. The pursuers' case was that the motor 
was to remain their property until the price (£99 15s.) was paid, 
and that, with the consent and concurrence of the defenders, they 
affixed a plate to the motor, bearing an inscription to the effect 
that it was the property of D. Bruce Peebles & Co. This plate still 
remains on the motor. The defence was that the contract, which 
was formed by letters of offer and acceptance, contained no 
stipulation that a bill which was to be granted in payment of the 
price should be met before the property passed, and that therefore, 
the letters being & conclusive bargain, it must be held that the 
property had passed, leaving the pursuers merely creditors for the 
price in liquidation. | ) 

The Говр Onpinaky gave decree of delivery, with expenses, to 
the pursuers, holding that the affixing of the plate on the motor, 
and the words it bore, must be held to be a term of the contract, 
because the existence of the plate was known to, and was not 
repudiated by, the defenders’ representative. The property there- 
fore did not pass; it still remained the pursuers, who were entitled 
to delivery. 


THE ELECTRIC Ілантімо or St. Eamin’s HOTEL. 


In the Chancery Divison on Tuesday before Mr. Justice Kekewich, 
Mr. Mitchell moved ex parte for an interim injunction to restrain 
the London Electric Supply Company from cuttiug off the supply 
of electricity to the St. Ermin’s Hotel, Victoria Street, Westminster. 
Counsel stated that the application was by the receiver of the hotel 
company who had been appointed on a debenture holder's action. 
The hotel was being carried оп asa going concern, and there were 
at the present time between 200 and 250 guests in the hotel, so 
that, as his Lordship might imagine, the sudden stoppage of the 
electricity supply would cause very considerable inconvenience. 
The Electric Company had threatened to cut off the supply that 
morning. It appeared that there was a sum of between £400 and 
£500 due for electric lighting, but though the receiver had under- 
taken to pay for the electricity supplied during the time he had 
been in possession, the Electric Company had refused to accept 
that offer. His Lordship said he had never heard of a case in 
which ап application of the sort had beon made by a receiver, and 
the learned counsel had better look up the authorities and bring 
the proper parties before the Court. He should not grant the 
appligatiou in its present form. 


PATENT EXPLOITATION Company, LiMiTED, v. SIEMENS Duos. 
AND Co., LIMITED. 


Tuis case came before Mr. Justice Buckley in the Chancery Divi- 
sion ou Tuesday and Wednesday. The plaintiffs, of Liverpool, 
sought an injuuction and damages iu respect of an alleged infringe- 
ment of a patent for a dry cell galvanic battery. Our report will 
appear next week. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Auction Sale.—On Tuesday next (28th inst.) Messrs. 
Skardon, Sons & Hosking will sell by auction at Plymouth, sundry 
electrical plant, fittings, and accessories, the property of Robinson, 
Sadler and Co., 20, Ebrington Street, Plymouth, who are retiring 
from business. 


Charge of Stealing Electricity.—At the Bournemouth 
Borough Police Court last weck, Eddy de Behr was charged on a 
summons with having between December lith an! 26th last 
feloniously used electricity of the value of 103., the property of the 
Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply Company, Limited. 
"The case was committed for trial at Quarter Sessions, bail being 
alluwed. 
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2 Add a ß... ß e ĩ 


` Electrical Wares Exported. . 


Waar ENDING JAN. 22ND, 1901. | вак nme Jan. 218т,.1902. 


Amsterdam .. 


Adelaide: Teleg. mat. Value 21,800 - .. Value £268 
Amsterdam .. е .  .. 186 Barcelona. Teleg. mat. oe 342 
Bangkok s Ys . 996 Bilbao. Teleg. mat. .. 866 
Beira.. As. x ван o M9 mbay .. æ œ 190 
Bombay T ee $3 53 Brisbane. Teleg. cable.. £05,000 
Brisbane a T. 80 46 


oe Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. 
Calcutta ee es ee oe 1,450 Calcutta ee ase ee 


Colombo ee ee ee ee 16 Cape Town eo es ee ee 198 
Copenhagen. Teleg.wire .. 187 Casablanca .. - EP A 18 
Durben ©» Ns oe .. 868 Channel Islands. - .. 2109 
Fremantle .. vr T x 14 Colombo... oy а .. 819 
Gibraltar .. T "T zi 14 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 25 
Hamburg .. ee ie is 68 Durban we T së ee 785 
э? Teleg. mat. oe ee $00 Lisbon ee oe ee ee 00 
Havana. Teleg. mat. .. " 50 Perth.. - i ss is 80 
Kobe. Teleg. cable .. 2,298 Port Chalmers 65 $^ 10 - 
Launceston.. к .. 865 Port Elizabeth  .. ve е 48 
Lyttleton . 49 Shanghai V xs m 70 
Melbourne .. ee 80 Stockholm. Teleph. cable. 106 
N Bydney ee ee eos ee 248 
Ostend ee ee oe ee 75 eck on о € ee ве ее 1,055 
Perth е 6 ee ee У ee 58 Yokos ee i ee ee oe 1,286 
Port Chalmers "e .. 194 
Үз і; th. Teleg. mat... 152 
8t. Petersburg... ee ЗР 57 
Sascho. Teleg.cable .. .. 2,740 
Shanghai P s as s 1 
apore e ee ә 
у ae - 1,967 
2 Telepb. ble 2150 
ө е са 
Wellington .. 5% - 
Yoko 55 2t 8,919 
= Teleg. mat. а 41 
Total £20,142 Total . 811,039 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Brussels. Elec. goods .. 


Value £45 
Paris. Elec. goods bs 15 
Perth. Elec. apparatus .. 2,850 


Bombay. Elec. fans Value £99 
Colombo. Elec. mat. % 26 
Rangoon. Elec. goods .. vs 29 


Total.. T . .£2,410 Total . £147 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—Ite Walter Vernon Scott, 
electrical engineer, 1, Shaftesbury Road, East Hammersmith. This 
case came on for hearing at the London Bankruptcy Court on 
Tuesday, before Mr. Registrar Linklater, in connection with an 
application by the bankrupt for his order of discharge. It was 
reported that the recciving order was made in July, 1900, upon the 
petition of a creditor, and that the liabilities amounted to £580 
7s. 4d. No assets were discloscd by the bankrupt, but the sum of 
£33 1s. 2d. had been realised, and a first and final dividend of 3d. in 
the £ was expected. From 1887 to 1897 the bankrupt was in the 
employment of a firm of electrical engineer contractors, as au 
assistant electrical engineer. In April of the latter year the tirm by 
whom he was employed gave up the installation branch of the 
business, and the bankrupt, with a view to securing the connection, 
promoted a company— Walter V. Scott & Co., Limited —with 
registered offices at 1184, Cromwell Road, S.W. He put £200, 
borrowed money, which was stil owing, into the business, and 
received £1,500 £1 ehares in the company, with the appointment of 
managing director at a ralary of £250 per annum. Of tle nominal 
` capital of £5,000 only £1,700 was subscribed, of which £1,000 was 
found in April, 1898, by one Charles Lopdell. The company went 
into liquidation in November, 1898, and those proceedings had been 
closed, no dividend or return having been made to the creditors. 
The bankrupt, after the liquidation of the company, and at the date 
of the receiving order, was engaged as an electrical engineer. He 
attributed his failure to his liability under a judgment 
recovered against him for money borrowed and goods supplied to 
the company, and to the excess of his expenses over his income 
during the three years preceding failure. The application was 
opposed by the Official Receiver on statutory grounds, and bis 
Honour suspended the order of discharge for the minimum period 
of two yeare. 

February 5th is the last day for the Official Recciver, Mr. A. H. 
Wildy, Carcy Street, to receive proofs for intended dividend in rc 
W. V. Scott, electrical engineer, Hammersmith. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—A petition for the 
winding- up of Charles Bright & Co, presented by the River Plate 
Construction Company, Limited, is to be heard at the Law Courts 
oa January 30th. 

The North-Eastern Telephone Company, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, is 
winding up voluntarily with Mr. С. Humble, of Gateshead, as 
liquidator. | 

Mesers. W. В. Carrick and J. Anderson (W. В. Carrick & Co., 
electric light and power engineers, and consulting electricians, 
„ have dissolved partnership. Mr. Carrick attends to 

Messrs. A. E. Pemberton and W. Rodger (Sale Electrical Com- 
‘pany, electrical contractors, Sale, Chester), have dissolved partner- 
sbip. Mr. Pemberton attends to debta. 

The Commercial Telegraph Construction Syndicate meets at 7, 
Angel Court, E.C., on February 20th, to hear an account of the 
liquidation proceedings from the liquidator, Mr. C. Quennell. : 


Boobs Received.—' Electric Wiring and Fitting,” 
by C. V. Drysdale, B.Sc. London: R. J. Bush. 1901. 3s. net. 

“ L'Année Electrique," by Dr. Foveau de Courmelles. Paris: Ch. 
Béranger. 1902. 3 fr. 50 c. е 

“The Law Relating to Factcries and Workshops," by Evans 
Austin. Second edition, London: Knight & Co. 1901. | 


" Electrical Engineer's Pocket-Book,” Ьу Н. A. Foster. London: 
E. & F. N. Spon, Limited. 1902. 21s. net. 

“ Wireless Telegraphy and Hertzian Waves," by S. R. Bottone. 
Second edition. London: Whittaker & Co. 1901. 28. 

" Practical Exercises in Magnetism and Electricity," by H. E. 


Hadley. London: MacMillan & Co., Limited. 1901. 28 6d. 


" Exercises in Physics," by C. J. Leaper. London: Biggs & Co., 
1901. 2s. 6d. | 

"Primary Batteries,” by W. R. Cooper, B.Sc. London: The 
Electrician Printing and Publishing Company, Limited. 10s. 6d. 

“The Electrician Wireman's Pocket-Book.” Edited by Е. C. 


.Raphael. 1902. London: The Electrician Printing and Publishing 


Breconshire.—Mr. Watkin Williams, of Pontypridd, has 
been accorded the contract for installing the electric light at the 


new asylum which has been built at Brecon. The contract price is 
£3,500. | 


Company, Limited. 58. net. 


Catalogues and Lists.—We have before us several 
illustrated price lists describing the specialities manufactured by 
the Poardman Electrical Patents Company, Limited, who, by the 
way, have removed from 10, Union Court, Old Broad Street, E.C., 
to 10, Southwark Bridge Road, S.E. The lists show automatic and 
hand-feed electric arc lamps for photographic, photo-process, stage 
and medical (lupus cure) work. The Electrothermogen is ex- 
plained in a separate list; it is an apparatus used in hot air and 
light treatment for curing rheumatism and other ailments. 

Hamblet’s Blue Brick Company, Limited, of West Bromwich, 
have sent us circulars relating to their blue ironware pipes, which 
they claim can be laid at great or shallow depths, without the need 
of concrete protection, because of their strength, durability, and 
impermeability. 

The American Electric Company, of Detroit, Mich, have issued 
lists of their Hartwig's combined reflector and protector for incan- 
descent lamps, and their Anthony boring tools. 

From the British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited, of 
Rugby, we have received a serviceable glass paper weight, modelled 
on the lines of an Edison incandescent lamp. 

Lists of the Montague card index system are to hand from thc 
Montague Card-Filing Company, of Bride Lane, E.C. 

Gast's asbestos air-cell coverings—a modern means for saving 
steam—form the subject of a small pamphlet now being circalated 
by Mr. F. J. Gast, of 26, Cortlandt Street, New York. 

Mr. Archibald J. Wright, of Upper Street, N., has brought out a 
new revised and enlarged list of his electric novelties. 

We have received from the Tibbington Collieries and Brick 
Works, Limited, of Tipton, leaflets of their fire brick specialitics, 
and their new patent boiler seating block. Many engineers now 
desire to fix their boiler on as narrow a space of contact 
4s possible, and this with a very heavy boiler, say, 30 ft. x 
8 ft. 6 in., which will weigh 26 tons, is a great weight to fix on two 
narrow straight lines. It is claimed that Mills’s patent boiler 
senting block will give the desired narrow line, but causes the 
pressure on the boiler to be spread over a much larger area, and 
thus prevents internal buckling. 

The Keighley Electrical Engineering Company, Limited, of 
Keighley, have sent us price list and specification of their Keighley 
motors, enclosed and protected; also а list of the Keighley patent 
house service fuse boxes; and a neat wall card which gives details 
and prices of their specialised manufacture of one size of motor. 

We have received from Messrs. Mather & Platt, Limited, a copy 
of the new edition of their steel-clad motor catalogue, which has 
been considerably revised and enlarged. As misunderstanding has 
sometimes been caused through it not being definitely stated 
whether motors are required to be air and water-tight, or protected 
by a wire gauze cover, or with open ends, an alteration has been 
made so that this doubt may no longer exist. Motora have been 
divided under five heads: (a) open, (5) prctected, (c) dustproof, (d) 
flameproof, (c) entirely enclosed and airtight. The open. class 
motors can be fitted with fine or coarse covers at a small extra cost. 
As the, output of the motor, however, is corsiderably reduced when 
hermetically sealed, a special list of prices and outputs for motors 
of this class has been prepared апа included in this catalogue. 
Messrs. Mather & Platt's series of motors of the open type consist 


. of. 11 sizes, covering all powers up to 85 B. H.P., and the choice uf the 


speeds and voltages given is very large. All parts are made 
strictly inter-changeable, and machines of any size can be delivered 
from stock at short notice. 

Messrs. Montague, Hawnt & Co., of Clerkenwell Road, E.C , and 
Birmingham, have sent us a copy of their catalogue of vulcaniscd 


mechanical india-rubber, asbestos, fibre, and gutta-percha goods. 


Messrs. W. R. Renshaw & Co., Limited, of Phoenix Engineering 
Works, Stoke-on-Trent, have brought out an illustrated list of their 
Accessible water-tube boiler, whose special feature, as its name 
implies, is that it can be thoroughly inspected and cleaned with the 
minimum of trouble and unpleasantness. The firm are now manu- 
facturing the land type of this boiler. The catalogue gives some 
descriptive notes, and details of the standard sizes are giveu in table 
form; weight, bulk, composition, heat, and evaporative power of 


* coal and other fuels are also stated. 


- Copies of their stock list of continuous-current dynamos and 
motors have come to hand from Messrs. Royce, Limited, of 
Manchester. Semi-enclosed multipolar and two-polar generators 
and motors in different sizes, and for different voltages, are held ready 
fur immediate or early delivery. 

Messrs. Lobnitz & Co., Limited, of Renfrew, have placed before 
us an illustrated catalogue of some of the vessels which have 
recently been completed in their shipbuilding yards; one of the 
pictures shows a telegraph cable-laying steamer. 

t. 
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The Lahmeyer Electrical Company, Limited, of New Oxford 
Street, W.C., have brought out a new price list (No. 10) of their 
shunt and starting regulators for continuous-current dynamos and 
motors. Illustrations and tabulated data appear regarding shunt 
regulators for shunt or compound-wound dynamos, starting 
regulators of the frame type for motors up to 250 volts; starting 
resistances (box type) with metal contacts for motors up to 250 
volts; combined starting and regulating resistances; starting 
resistances (box type) with carbon and roller contacts for motors up 
to 500 volts; reversible starters with ditto; combined reversing, 
starting and regulating resistances for ditto (800 volts) for frequently 
switching in and out, and for reducing the speed 50 per cent. 
Liquid starters are also included for continuous-current motors up 
to 500-volt, shunt, series, or compound wound. The list is 
excellently arranged and well illustrated. 


E.C.C. Dinner.—On Saturday, 11th inst., in the Drill 
Hall, Wolverhampton, a complimentary dinner was given by Sir 
Daniel Cooper, Bart., G.C.M.G., chairman of the Electric Construc- 
tion Company, to those employés who had been in the service of the 
company for seven years and upwards. 


Explosion. — On Thursday last week an explosion 
occurred at the wagon works of Messrs. Hurst, Nelson & Co., of 
Motherwell. The electrical installation is said to have been wrecked, 
and damage to the extent of £1,000 was done. 


Fire Prevention.— The British Fire Prevention Committee 


. have arranged for an important test to take place on Wednesday - 


next with a large warehouse floor constructed entirely of Karri aud 
Jurrah-wood, the floor being constructed on the same principle as 
recently adopted for the big warehouses in the, new Free Port at 
Hamburg. There will also be tests with Karri and Jarrah wood 
doors for comparison with the fire resistance of oak and teak 
doors. " 

The executive of the committee announce that the Silver Medal 
which they offered for the best essay on fire resistiog materials 
exhibited at the International Fire Exhibition of 1901 at Berlin, 
has been awarded to Lieutenant I¢lsner, of Berlin. 


Grinnell Sprinklers.—We understand that, as near аз 
can be calculated, the record of the Grinnell sprinkler to date is 
upproximately 5,500 fires extinguished at an average loss of about 
450 per fire. 


May-Oatway Fire Alarm.—Aj the invitation of Sir 
Eyre Massey Sbaw and the directors of the May-Oat way Fire 
Appliances, Limited, a large number of gentlemen, representing 
official and private bodies, including the War Oftice, the Admiralty, 
the City Corporation, Liverpool Overhead Railway, Mersey Docks 


and Harbour Board, electrical and railway companies, &., &c., . 


witnegsed public tests of the company's system, which bas been 
fitted in the Ilford Town Hall. The tests were carried ont by a 
committee of the visitors, among whom were many representatives 
of fire brigades aud tire insurance companies, and were in every case 
entirely satisfactory. The committee unanimously passed a resolu- 
tion to this effect. Every room in the Town Hall has bcen equipped, 
the total cost being under £100; the alarm is given at the local fire 
station, and the position of the outbreak is showa on an indicator at 
the main entrance. : 


The Thames Valley Launch Company, Limited.— 
This company is arranging for two more electric charging stations, 
makiug, in all, eight stations belongiog to it, where electric launches 
may be charged on tbe Thames. It is announced that a reduction 
in the price of current is to be made to the company’s own 
customers, i.c., those who have launches built by the firm, or who 
house their boats with them by the year. The price to them will 
bc reduced to 8d. per unit, the usual charge on tho river being 
1s. 6d. 


Trade Annouucements, — The Dritannia Electrical 
Works Company, of Tottenham, N., have becn appointed sole agents 
fur the United Kingdom for G. Wehr Schne, of Berlin. The head 
offices and showrooms are at 43, St. Martin's Lane, Charing Cross, 
W.C., where all communications should be addressed. 

Owing to the large increase in business, the Albion Clay Company 
have found it necessary to remove to larger offices at Members 
Mansions, 38, Victoria Street, Westminster, S. W. All communica- 
tions should be sent to tnat address in future. 

Messrs. Moores, Farrell & Co., of Manchester, have appointed 
Messrs. Alan Robson & Co., Imperial Buildings, Westgate Road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, to represent them iu the Newcastle district as 
agents for the sale of their manufactured accessories and of Brockie- 
Pell arc lamps, also of the Consolidated Telephone Construction 
and Manufacturing Company's Telephones. Messrs. Moores, Farrell 
arc sole agents for the North of England of both firms mentioned 
above. 


Turbine Tube Cleaners,—Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, 
Limited, manufacture a turbine tube cleaner which has been 
designed to facilitate the cleaning of boiler tubes, and to enable it 
to be done more economically and quickly than by hand cleaning. 
It consists of a turbine, operated by water power or sir pressure, 
which works in bill bearings, and to which are attached four arme, 
having steel cutter-wheels at their extremities. Water power is 
mostly used for operating the tool; it may be obtained from the 
town water service, where this has sufficient pressure, or from a 
connection with the feed pump. River or sca water may be used 
for the purpose. A connection to the Feed pump is generally 
adopted. as in this way the requisite pressure is most generally 
obtained. Оа board ship the donkey pump is best adapted. The 


water which operates and passes through the turbine has the 
beneficial effect of washing out the tubes. All parts of the machine 
are easily replaced. The cutting whecls, which are subject to most 
wear, are inexpensive. The water is applied through a strong bosc 
pipe connected with a valve on a branch of the feed pipe, or direct 
with the feed pump. The turbine causes the cutter heads to 
revolve at about 2,000 revolutions per minute, thus cutting away 
the deposit. Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox have obtained the sole 
rights to sell the cleaner in all countries except the U.S.A. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Alloa.—The street lighting installation with arc lamps 
was recently formally inaugurated, with great (éclat. The 
installation consists of 20 public lamps, and a considerable amount of 
private lighting. Messrs, Buchan & Hogarth, of Edinburgh, are 
the engineers, and the energy is supplied by the British Electric 
Plant Company, Limited, whose works arc approaching completion. 
Electric driving has been adopted throughout the latter. 


Birkenhead.— An inquiry was held last week by Мг. 
M. K. North, representing the L.G.B., into an application made by 
the T.C. for power to borrow £40,000 for clectric lighting purposes 
aud other sums for local improvements. The town clerk explaincd 
that £11,270 was required to meet the cost of additional generating 
plant at the Bentinck Street works, and £5,800 for additional plant 
at the Rock Ferry works. £18,500 would be required for additional 
feeder and distributing mains, service mains, &c., and £2,000 for an 
extension of tbe arc lighting system. £2,430 was needed to cover 
an excess of expenditure over amounts already sanctioned. Mr. W. 
Bates, electrical engineer, stated that the Rock Ferry generating 
slation was at present only used for traction. It was intended to 
add plant which would serve to supply current for lighting. The 
excess of expenditure over the amount previously sanctioned was 
occasioned by а sudden rise in the price of copper. There was no 
Opposition. 


Boston.—The T.C. has decided to invite public com- 
panics to tender for the installation of clectric lighting and 
traction. 


Bournemouth.—A Ісак in the electricity mains was 
discovered recently by the extraordinary behaviour of horses and 
dogs passing along the road over the spot. The quictest and most 
docile animals kicked and plunged, dogs howled, and the scenc 
seems to have been very comical. It is a curious thing that the 
potential gradient on the surface of the ground should be so steep 
as to give shocks to horses, whose hoofs cannot be more than 4 ft. 
apart at most. 


Chadderton.—The manager of the Lancashire Electric 
Power Company has sent the D.C. particulars as to the cost of street 
lighting, and, in accordance with his desires, a committee will hold 
an interview with him. The Board of Trade have granted the 
British Electric Traction Company, Limited, an extension of three 
months’ time for carrying out the works authorised by the Middleton 
Light Railways Order, 1898. 


Coventry.— The accounts of the electricity works for 
the quarter ended December 31st, 1901, at last show a surplus, after 
paying capital charges of £336, as compared with a loss of £280 in 
the correspond ing quarter of 1900. The works cost was 164d. per 
unit, against 2:55d., and the coal used per unit 14°9 lbs., against 
23 lbs. Also the price of coal has fallen immensely. Мг. Jeckell, 
the electrical enginecr, is to be congratulated on these excellent 
results. 


Cromer.— The U. D. C. has further considered the agree- 
ment for electric lighting with Messrs. Edmundson's Electricity 
Corporation, and bas instructed Messrs. O'Gorman & Cozens-Hardy 
to prepare plans and specifications for the installation. 


Datchet.—The P.C. has passed a resolution in favour of 
the introduction of clectricity supply into the village by the Slough 
U.D.C. 


Farnham.—The U. D.C., after two years’ deliberation, 
has decided upon the introduction of electric lighting, and has 
instructed Sir Wm. Preece апа Major Cardew to report on the pro- 
posals made by Edmundson's Electricity Corporation. 


Glasgow. — The Corporation have agreed to extend the 
strect lighting system by the addition of 228 arc lamps. The 
annual charge for these will be £14 per lamp. The estimated cost 
of erection will be £26 per lamp. All the streets included are ` 
traversed by electric trams, aud it has been made an understand- 
iog that all tramway routes will receive first attention. 


Gorton.—On the 14th inst. a special meeting of the 
E.L. Committee wa- called to discuss with Mr. Enright, consultiug 
envineer, the offers received from the Manchester Corporation and 
the Lancashire Electrical Power Company to introduce electric light 
iuto the town. У 

Hamilton.—The Т.О. is going to advertise for tenders 
to work the Council's prov. electric lighting order. : 


(Continued on page 144.) 
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LARGE GENERATORS FOR BOLTON. 


On Thursday last. week we had the pleasure of paying a visit 
to the English Electric Manufacturing Company’s works at 
Preston, on the occasion of a full-load test of two 1, 100-Kw. 
machines, which are being supplied by Messrs. Dick, Kerr 
and Co., Limited, to the Corporation of Bolton, for lighting 
and traction purposes. These generators, which are among 
the largest direct current machines ever built in this 
country, are compound wound for 550 volts at full 
load, and will be arranged between the cylinders of ** Mus- 
grave" vertical engines, the armatures being coupled 
direct to the hubs of the fly-wheels. The speed of 
the combination is to be 100 revolutions per minute. The 
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low reluctance in the magnetic circuit. 


adjusting the armature clearances horizontally, and a number 
of thin plates for vertical adjustment. The entire frame of 
the machine can be moved lengthwise over the engine shaft 
upon the foundation girders, thus uncovering the armature 
windings and permitting the removal of individual magnet 
coils without disturbing the upper half, so as to render 
repairs to the windings of either the armature or field coils 
easy and rapid. 

The pole-pieces are of laminated steel, cast into the 
magnet frame with a cast-welded joint, which ensures a 
The poles are 
provided with detachable shoes, which act as supports 
to the field magnet spools. The field coils are 
wound upon spools made of steel, with brass ends, 


Two 1,100-kw. GENERATORS IN POSITION FOR TEST. 


generators are 12-pole machines, and are in all respects in 
accordance with the standard practice of the English Electric 
Manufacturing Company. The magnet frame is made of 
cast-iron of a special quality, which has a high magnetic 
permeability ; the yoke is divided horizontally, so that the 
upper half of the frame can be removed for inspection 
purposes. 

The two halves of the field magnet frame are held 
‘together by four bolts let into pockets on the inner surface 
of the castings, thus avoiding projections on the outer 
surface, which might spoil the symmetrical lines of the 
machines. The lower half of the frame has cast with it 
two massive supports, the lower surfaces of which are 
finished to a plane parallel with the armature shaft. By 
means of these supports the frame is held in a vertical posi- 
tion, with two rigid foundation girders having screws for 


one portion of the spool being occupied by the 
shunt winding, and the other portion carrying the series 
winding of copper ribbon. The shunt coils and the series 
coils are insulated from each other by a special combination 
of mica and paper, and both coils are insulated from the spool 
by a thickness of at least } in. of the same insulation, The 
faces of the magnet cores and pole shoes are bored out after 
the cores are erected in position, thus ensuring the bore being 
exactly circular. The armature is built up on a spider of 
strong, tough iron, the sections of the rim being unconnected, 
in order to avoid shrinkage strains; it is bored accurately to 
gauge, and is made slightly smaller than the diameter of the 
engine shaft, so that it requires a pressure of about 100 tons 
to force it into position. The core is built up on the ends of 
the arms of the spider, and consists of punchings made from 
high-class steel, which are thoroughly annealed and japanned. 
F 
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A special feature is the arrangement for giving effective 
internal ventilation to the armature. The segmental ends 
of the arms and the spider are so designed that air is 
admitted to the inner surface of the armature core and 
forced with great velocity through the radial ducts in the 


1,100-Kw. ABMATURE IN LATHE. 


laminations, thus providing a most efficient system of 
ventilation for the core, armature coils and field magnets, 

The laminations of the armature core are securely clamped 
between two massive end rings, which are drawn together 
with a number of bolts passing through inside the core. 
The end ring farthest from the commutator is provided on 
its outer edge with a ventilated flange to support the ends of 
the armature coils, while the one next the commutator is 
provided with a number of clamps to 
secure the balancing rings, which are 
electrically connected at intervals with 
the commutator bars. 

It is interesting to mention that 
balancing rings are provided on all 
direct current machines made by the 
English Electric Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Limited, the effect of such rings 
being that any variation in the magnetic ev 
reluctance is nullified by them. More- 
over, the use of these rings tends to 
prevent the motoring action of any ьо eo 
given pair of poles which may occasion- 
ally arise in a multipolar machine. A 7o -o 
further advantage gained is that it 
effectually balances the work of the  *9 %0 
armature, thus preventing one portion 
doing more than another. . 

The armature coils are laid in slots, 40 ao 
the coils being former wound and 
thus made interchangeable. Very liberal зо зо 
provision is made for completely in- 
sulating the conductors from the core ‘°° * 
and from each other. The commutator 
is built up on a spider, very similar to 
that of the armature, with the exception о о 
of the rim being complete, which ів бт че 
carried on the hub of the armature. 

Steel end rings are provided, which 

clamp the commutator segments firmly to the periphery of the 
spider. The wearing depth of the commutator bars is never 
less than 1 in., and the length of surface insulation is 
usually 1j in. Carbon brushes are employed, and these are 
held in position by a special form of brush-holder curried 
on laminated copper strips having easy adjustments. 
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There аге опе or two special features about the 
arrangement of the brush-holders which do credit to the 
designer, Prof. Sidney Short, the technical adviser to the 
company. 

The generators, at the time of our visit, were arranged on 
a testing bed, with their armatures mounted 
upon a common shaft and run on ће well— 
known Hopkinson method, using one 
machine as a motor, driving the other as a 
generator, and making up the losses in the- 
two machines from an external source. 
One of our views shows the combination 
on the test bed. 

The machines are designed to deliver 
1,100 Kw. at 100 revolutions per minute, 
at a pressure of 550 volts. "They were 
completed and erected on Wednesday 
afternoon, the 15th inst., when they were 
immediately put under a load of 2,900 
amperes for one hour, or about 40 per 
cent. overload. On Thursday morning a. 
thorough series of tests was made to 
determine the efficiency, various losses 
and compounding of the machines. "The 
results obtained are shown by the accom- 
panying curves. 

On Thursday afternoon the machines 
were run under full load, and under loads 
of 3,200 amperes, or over 50 per cent. 
overload, and the load varied from nothing: 
to 50 per cent. overload, without shifting: 
the brushes, and without the slightest. 
sign of sparking. Full load was thrown on 
and off without the least appearance of 
sparking at the commutators and without 
shifting the brushes, 

On Friday morning, the machines were started under a 
load of 2,200 amperes, and allowed to run continuously 
under this load during the whole day, until the tem- 
perature, indicated by both the thermometers and the 
voltmeters across the fields, was found to be constant. 
The machines were then shut down, and the temperature 
of the various parts taken by the thermometer in the 
usual way. The results were as follows :— 
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The total weight of the machine 
equals 127,000 lbs. or 56 tons ; that of 
the armature is 48,000 Ibs. or 21 tons, and 
that of the fields is 79,000 lbs. or 35 tons. 

Among other orders in hand, the follow- 
ing are at present passing through the 
shops :—London County Council, 15,000 
KW.; Cape Town, 1,600 xw.; Perth 
(W. Australia), 550 Kw.; Ilford, 1,200 
KW.; Birkenhead, 500 kw.; St. Annes, 
200 KW., &c., &c. 
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BRIGHTON CORPORATION 
ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS. 


ATTEMPTS were made as long ago as 
1897, by the B.E.T. Company, to introduce 
electric traction into Brighton, but were 
defeated by the Corporation. The latter, 
however, in 1899 decided to yield to the 
pressure of modern progress, and sought 
powers in the session of 1900 under a 
Bill for the construction of electric tram- 
ways; the Royal assent was given in 
August, 1900, and the Corporation at 
once took steps to carry out the work. 
Mr. Thomas B. Holliday was appointed 
as the Corporation tramways engineer 
and manager, and in the same month steps 
were taken to prepare the necessary draw- 


BRIGHTON.—CENTRE POLE AND Lamp. 


ings and specifications for the whole system. The various 
contracts were definitely settled and satisfactorily placed 
before the end of the year. The successful tenderers for the 
various works were as follows :— 

Permanent Way.—Messrs. Macartney, McElroy & Co., Limited. 

Overhead Construction.—Messrs. Robert W. Blackwell & Co., 
Limited. 

Feeder and Distributing Cables.—The St. Helens Cable Company, 
Limited. 
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Engines and Dynamos.—Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., Limited. 

Switchboard.—Messrs. Robert W. Blackwell & Co., Limited. 

Rails, Fishplates and Sleepers. — Messrs. Bolckow, Vaughan 
and Co. 
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BRIGHTON.—SIDE POLE. 


Points, Crossings, Tie Bars and Soleplates.—Messrs. Askham Bros. 
and Wilson. j 

Manhole Covers and Frames, and Gully Grates. — Мевзгв. G. Cash 
and Co. | 

Cars and Electrical Equipments.—The British Westinghouse Com- 
pany, Limited. 

The Corporation decided to erect the buildings themselves. 
under the direction of their tramways engineer ; the work 
of constructing the permanent way was commenced in 
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BRIGHTON CORPORATION TRAMWAYS.—PEEBLES 325-KW. GENERATOR AND WILLANS ENGINE. 


February, 1901, and the whole 
ar i E € of the other contracte and 

f 5 | : ia | е works were arranged to fall 
1 P _ Әр — into line. 

Жин БЫА. Eg | * The concrete bed of the 
track is of Portland cement 
concrete, 6 to 1, and of the 
depth of 6 in. ; the rails are 
of the girder type, 6 in. high 
with a 7 in. base, and weigh 
101 Ibs, per yard, the length 
of the rails being 86 ft., with 
a small proportion 30ft. Extra 
strong fish - plates, weighing 
16 lbs. per pair, were used, 
with 20-in. steel sole-plates 
under the rail joint, resting 
on a 6-in, steel girder sleeper 
running transversely to the 
rails, The method adopted for 
laying the permanent way 
was as follows:—The  ex- 
cavation being taken out to 
the necessary depth for the 
concrete bed, and also the 
trenches for the sleepers, the 
latter were then bedded on a 
6-in. foundation of cement 
concrete ; the rails were then 
laid in position and brougbt 
true to the required level and 
bolted up. "Then the concrete 
bed for the permanent way 
was put in, the effect of this 
being to securely anchor down 
the rail joints with the full 
weight of the concrete sub- 
structure, and it is confidently 
anticipated that by this means 
the troublesome matter of Іооке 
rail joints has been effectually 
overcome. An even bed for 
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BRIGHTON.—Map or Tramway ROUTES 
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the reception of the wood paving was provided in fine concrete 
in the proportion of three parts sharp sand to one of Portland 
cement, wood paving being carried out throughout. The 
wood selected was American red gum blocks, which were 
dipped in hot pitch when laid, and then grouted up with hot 
pitch. 

During the construction of this portion of the work a 
staff ranging between 400 and 600 men was employed. 

The rail joints are double bonded with 0000 copper bonds 
of the Chicago Crown type. The steepest gradient on the 
system is 11 per cent. 

The overhead construction was adopted, with side and 
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SECTION OF RAIL JOINT. 


centre poles. The poles are of drawn tubular steel, of the 
Mannesman Tube Company's manufacture, with bracket 
arms of 2}-in. steel tubing, and ornamental wrought-iron 
scroll work of elegant design, as shown in our views. The 
trolley wire is of 000 hard-drawn copper of high conductivity, 
the breaking stress being 6,000 lbs. Wood's frogs and 
éroesings were used throughout. Proper provision has Беси 
made by guard wires for the protection of the telegrapli and 
telephone wire which cross the track. 7 

The car bodies are of the well-known make of Messrs. 
Geo. Milnes & Co., of Hadley, and are of the saloon window 
type, with reversed stairways, the inside finishings being of 
pollard oak and maple. Ample headroom has been provided, 
as well as excellent ventilation. The interior is lighted by 
eight electric lamps, and is provided with a full system of 
electric bells both for passengers and for the conductor and 
motorman. The outside panels are of a rich chocolate 
colour, with the borough arms on the centre panel. Destina- 
tion boxes have also been provided, which are illuminated at 
night. The bodies are mounted on Peckham extra-long 
single trucks, with а 6-ft. wheel base, fitted with wheel 
brakes and double toggle track brakes. The Wilson 
Bennett life-guard was adopted, after a practical test with a 
dummy had been made by the tramways engineer. The 
electrical equipments are of the British Westinghouse type, 
with their 49 В motors, and series-parallel controllers with 
graduated electric brakes. 

An annexe was built on to the Corporation electric lighting 
station for the accommodation ef the generating plant. ; 

The latter comprises three direct-coupled steam dynamos, 
consisting of Messrs. Bruce Peebles's dynamos and Messrs. 
Willans & Robinson’s engines. There is one set having an 
output of 325 KW., and two smaller sets, each having an 
output of 175 kw. The engines are of Messrs. Willans and 
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ARBANGEMENT oF TIES. 


Robinson’s patent central valve compound type, each having 
three cranks at 120? apart ; each engine is designed to 
give 25 per cent. overload for half an hour at the specified 
as the larger set running at a speed of 300 r.p.m., and, 
the smaller set at 350 r.p.m. The steam pressure is 175 lbs. 
per sq. in. 

The dynamos аге of Messrs. Bruce Peebles’s multipolar 
compound-wound fly-wheel type, designed to give 500 volts 
at no load, and 600 volts at full load. The smaller 
dynamos are mounted direct upon an extension of the 
engine base plate, and the larger dynamo is mounted on an 
ndependent base plate. 


The machines are designed so that the temperature rise 
does not exceed 70° F. after a six hours’ full load run, and 
they are also required to be capable of withstanding a 
25 per cent. overload for half an hour, and 50 per cent. 
momentary overload without damage or injury. Thedynamo 
shells are of specially soft cast-steel and are of the split 
circular type, so that by removing the upper half the 
armature is readily accessible. Special terminal arrange- 
ments are provided, so that by removing the coupling links 
the connections of the two halves are immediately 


Separated. 


The magnet coils are wound on special cast-iron spools, 
which are made readily removable. 'The armatures are of 
Messrs. Bruce Peebles’s well-known slot-wound type, built up 
on spiders of rigid design. 

The commutators are also a special feature of these 
machines, and are designed in such a way that it is impos- 
sible for the bars to get out of place. The method of 
coupling is different from the usual form, being of the fly- 
wheel type, so that the strain is taken off the shaft, and the 
drive is at the periphery of the armature. 

The machines run sparklessly under all conditions оѓ load 
within their capacities without alteration in the position of 
the brushes, the latter being of carbon. 

The illustration on p. 142 shows the appearance of the 
325-K w. machine and engine. 

Besides the steam dynamos mentioned above, Messrs. 
Bruce Peebles & Co. have supplied to the Brighton Corpora- 
tion a motor-driven booster, which comprises two of their 
standard multipolar machines, coupled end to end and 
mounted on a combination base plate; the motor is a 10- 
Н.р. 500-volt shunt-wound machine of the 4-pole completely 
protected type. The booster is a multipolar series wound 


METHOD or SUPPORTING Raw JOINT. x 


machine, designed to give an output of 1,000 amperes at 
25 volts, or 100 at 10 volts, with the intermediate currents 
at corresponding voltages. These machines are generally 
similar to the generators; switch gear is provided, consisting 
of a starter for the motor and a shunt switch and resistance 
for the series fields of the booster, by means of which any 
required variation can be obtained, The speed of the com- 


bination is 800 revolutions per minute. These machines, 


like the larger generators, are designed so that the tempera- 
ture rise shall not exceed 70° F. on a 16 hours’ full load 
run, and are also capable of withstanding an overload up to 
25 per cent. | 

The boilers are the Babcock & Wilcox type. The switch- 
board consists of eight panels of polished white marble, 
comprising three machine, three feeder, one booster, and 
one Board of Trade panels. 

A suitable site was selected in the Lewes Road, on which 
has been erected a handsome and commodious car shed, con- 
structed of brick with iron roof, well lighted, to house 86 
cars, and examination pits have been provided under each 
track, so that the moment a car comes to rest, it is in a 
position ready for overhauling. The pits have been’ lined 
with white glazed bricks, in order that an efficient light may 
be obtained by bringing the walls into use as reflectors; 
they also enable the work pits to be maintained in a 
thoroughly clean and sanitary condition. The headroom pro- 
vided under the roof principals is 19 ft. Ample workshops 
have also been built in connection with the sheds, comprising 
a titter’s shop, woodworking shop, armature-winding room 
and paint-shop, and machinery of the most approved type 
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has been selected, and the whole of the repairs will be 
ae on the premises. A sand dryer has also been pro- 
vided. | 

A handsome suite of offices have been built on the frontage 
to Lewes Road, a portion being two stories in height. The 
ground floor is for the traffic department and stores, and the 
. upper floor for drawing offices, &c., in connection with the 
engineering department, 

Six and a half route miles have been constructed, or 11} 
miles of tramway as single line. , 

There are five routes, as shown on the map, viz.: Lewes 
Road, New England Road, Elm Grove, Queen's Park Road, 
Beaconsfield Road, and Ditchling Road, the latter being 
worked as a circular route. 

Lewes Road will have a 5-minutes service of cars, and 


the other routes a 74-minutes service, but the Beaconsfield - 
Road and Ditchling Road routes being worked as a circular 


route, will, in effect, give a 33-minute service at the extreme 
ends, as it is possible to reach the same point by travelling 
in either direction. Thirty cars have been provided for the 
service. The terminus or starting point, common to all 
routes, will be in Church Street, at the northern end of the 
Royal Pavilion Gardens. 

'! Further powers are being sought in the ensuing session 
for extensions, and the terminus will then be made at the 
southern end of the Old Steine enclosures, and in close 
proximity to the New Palace Pier and Winter Gardens. A 
further extension is to be carried along the London Road ; 
this will connect the existing lines between the junction at 
New England Road and the southern. end of St. Peters’ 
Church, enabling the cars on the New England Road, the 
Beaconsfield Road and the Ditchling Road lines to be 
operated on the more direct route along the London Road 
to the sea front. 

The engineer and manager, Mr. T. B. Holliday, has 
acquired a large and varied tramway experience, extending 
over a period of 20 years, and embracing horse, cable, and 
electric traction in Melbourne, Australia, Bristol, Dublin, 
Stockton and Middlesbrough, and London; Mr. Holliday 
also acted as consulting engineer to the promoting syndicate 
of the Perth Electric Tramway, Western Australia. We are 
indebted to him for the particulars regarding the tramways, 
and the photographs, which we have embodied in the fore- 
going article. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


(Continued from page 138.) 


Heston-Isleworth. — The U. D. C. has decided to 
appoint an expert upon proposals to light the district by electricity, 
with a view to carry out the Council's order, recently acquired. 


Huddersfield.—An inquiry was held last week by Mr. 
M. K. North, inspector under the L.G.B., into an application of the 
T.C. for leave to borrow £100,000 for extensions of the electricity 
works. The borough electrical engineer (Mr. A. B. Mountain’, 
stated that it was intended to provide a reserve storage for 2,500 
tons of coal. Since the works were established there had been an 
average annual progress of 15,000 lights. 


Hull.— Last week Colonel A. J. Hepper, R.E., held a 
L.G.B. inquiry into the application of the T.C. for leave to borrow 
£47,900 for electric lighting purposes. The present debt of the 
city amounts to over £2,000,000. Mr. A. 8. Barnard, city electrical 
engineer, explained that the present loan was wanted for extensions 
ofthe works and mains; provision was to be made for plant of 
5,000 н.р. capacity, of which one-third would be put down at tirst. 


Liverpool.—The special committee which has had to 
revise the estimates of expenditure in the principal spending 
departments of the Liverpool Corporation, has approved of the sum 
of £49,149 as the estimate for electric power and lighting for the 
ensuing year. 


London.—LerewisHamM.—The B.C. has agreed to the 
proposal of the Camberwell B.C. to apply for a provisional order to 
supply electricity in the parts of Lewisham which were tranferred 
to the Borough of Camberwell by the Local Government Act, 1899. 

The Metropolitan Asylums Board finds that the total cost of the 
ТРЕЕ light installation at the Northera Hospital has amounted to 
£11,781. 


Manchester.— The foundation stone of the Stuart Street 
clectricity works was formally laid on 16th inst. The buildings 
will cover about 8 acres, and will eventually comprise about 
72,000 H.P., making the station probably the largest iu Europe. 
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The estimated cost of the instalment of 27,000 н.р. now in hand is 
nearly £1,000,000. It is anticipated that the first of the generating 
sets will be at work by the end of April. 


Mansfield.—The T.C. has decided not to oppose the 
Derbyshire and Notts Electric Power Bill. 


Monmouth.—A suggestion has recently been made in 
thc T.C. for either transferring the electric lighting works to a 
private company or raising a loan on mortgage of plant. The 
matter has been deferred. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—An important scheme is being 
carried out in regard to the electric lighting of tbe main streets of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. In 1900 a report was presented to the City | 
Council by the Watch Committee, in which it was suggested that 
£10,000 be obtained on loan, and certain of the main streets be 
lighted with electricity. The idea, which is now being put into 
practice, was to utilise the tramway poles to carry the lamps. It 
was estimated that to light all the streets in which tramways 
would be laid, would require 373 lamps, at a total annual cost of 
£6,714, as against £2,541 for the cost of gas. The Committee 
limited its recommendation to 180 lamps, at an annual cost ої 
£3,240 (estimated), as against £1,514 for gas and some 18 arc lamps 
at present in the main streets. While the cost will be doubled, the 
amóunt of light which the new lamps will give, will be increased 
four-fold. Since the Committee made its recommendation, it has 
been decided to put up 200 arc lamps at £18 per lamp. The 
lamps will be fixed on the poles, about 40 yards apart. The power 
wil be obtained from the Corporation's power station, but-the 
lamps will be fed by separate mains from those utilised for the 
trams, and will be on the alternative system, so that in case of 
accident only half the lights would go off, and if it were desired to 
reduce the light half could be cut off. 


Partick,—The new destructor will be officially opened on 


or about February Ist. The street lights will, however, be switched 


on before that date as soon as the station is complete. 


Prison Lighting.—Mr. R. F. Yorke, writing to a 
Glasgow evening paper, draws attention to the fact that the prison 
at Fort William has been lighted with electricity for several years, 
80 that York Prison is not the first to be so lighted. 


a 

Salford.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held last week by Mr. 
M. K. North into the application of the Corporation for leave to 
borrow £5,000 for the purchase of motors to let on hire, and £25,000 
for electric lighting purposes. The motors were to have an average 
of 5 H.P., ranging from } н.р. to 25 H.P., and numbering 100. Mr. 
C. D. Taite, borough electrical engineer, explained the details of the 
scheme. "There was no opposition. | 


South Shields,—aA series of violent explosions in man- 
holes took place recently, nauy windows of adjoining houses being 
broken. | 


South Wales,—The S.W. Electrical Power Distribution 


. Company has given the contract for the erection of the first power 


station, at Treforest, to Messrs. Holloway Bros, of London. The 
designs provide for an installation of 15,000 н.р. in the first instance, 
to be eventually increased to 70,000 н.р. In the meantime а 
temporary plant will be put down. Work is also in progress at 
Neath. 


Wimbledon.—Mr. Е. Н. Tulloch, M. I. C. E., will hold 


a Local Government Board inquiry to-day (Friday), an to the 
U. D. C.'s application to borrow & 18, 500 for electric light extensions. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—A report by the burgh surveyor and elec- 
trical engineer in connection with the electrical equipment of the 
Rosemount circular route has been before the Tramways Committee. 
The combined estimates amount to £11,000 to £12,000. The 
clectrical engineer proposes to place poles with long arm brackets 
along the west side of Union Terrace, thereby obviating the 
necessity of having poles on the east side of the terrace, next the 
gardens. 


Belfast.—For the past year the Belfast Tramway 
Company has becn the best abused company in the correspondence 
columns of the local papers, for alleged inefficiency in its service 
and cruelty to the horses. That both service and horses could be 
bettered is undeniable, but the company is in possession till 1907, and 
for three or four years the first city in Ireland will have to bear 
with things аз they are, unless the Corporation nerves itself to buy 
up the interest of the company and substitute electric traction. 


Birkdale.—The tender for the Birkdale electric power 
station his been let to Messrs. Duxfield Bros., of Southport, at 
£3,416. The building is to be ready for the installation of 
machinery by the end of March, and it is anticipated that the 
current will be available for the York and Anghton Road sections, 
and that the cars will be running in June. The contract for the 
overhead equipment has also been let. 


Brighton.—Colonel Von Donop, the inspector appointed 
by the Board of Trade, paid another visit to Brighton on 14th inst. 
to satisfy himself as to the working over the hilly routes of the 
brake fitted to the cars to]prevent them from running back. Colonel 
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You Donop expressed his intention of at once passing the routes 
which have not hitherto been available for the public service, во 
that the Tramways Committee now only await the receipt of the 
formal certificate from the Board of Trade before bringing the full 
service into operation. 


Canterbury.—The Canterbury and Herne Bay Light 
Railway promoters have asked the Council to waive their stipula- 
tion that wherever the trams run the streeta must be widened to 
21 ft., and also not to enforce the demand that wood paving should 
be put down. "Tbe Council, however, adheres to its decision. 


Chatham.— The cars for the Chatham and District Light 
Railways Company, which have been built by Messrs. Milnes, have 
been received. 

An order has been made by the Board of Trade, under the 
Military Tramways Act, 1887, authorising one of his Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of State to construct and maintain a tramway 
at Gillingham (Chatham), running from the Royal Engineers’ Park 
to Darland Hill. 


Chester.— Last week the T.C. resolved that the con- 
version of the remainder of the tramways not at present worked 
by electric traction be included in the authority obtained by the 
Committee, so that the whole might be put in hand at the same 
time, the overhead trolley system being adopted throughout. The 
cost of the section to Saltney was stated as £34,000, and of the 
remaining length to the station £23,000. 


City and South London Railway.—On 16th inst. a 
mishap occurred on this railway. The official statement made to 
the Press by Mr. Jenkins, the general manager of the line, showed 
that a down train which was running between the Elephant and 
Castle and the Borough stations at 7.30 a.m., was within 200 yards 
of the latter station, when a short circuit occurred in the motor 
of the locomotive. This resulted in a breakdown of the engine, 
and the train came to a standstill. Assistance was sent for, 
and another train which was coming up behind the one which was 
disabled, pushed the first train into the Borough station. The pr 
sengers alighted in the station, but were somewhat disquieted at 
the presence of a considerable volume of smoke, which had pro- 
ceeded from the locomotive, owing to the ignition of the insula- 
tion. On examination, it was found that the accident to the 
mechanism was of a serious character, and it was decided that 
the current should be completely switched off from the line for a 
short period. This was done from the generating depét in Clapham 
Park Road.. The traffic was dislocated for about an hour. 


Dublin.—The scheme for the connection of Enniskerry 
and Dablia by the Dublin and Enniskerry electric tramway has 
been vetoed by the Irish Privy Council on the grounds that the 
places mentioned arc already connected by railway. Of course, the 
promoters of the tramway can proceed by a special Bill in the 
Commons, The proposed line would open up aud develop a fine 
residential district. 

Dudley and Blackheath.—Recerfly an excellent scheme 
was prepared by the Dudley and Rowley Regis authorities for the 
construction of an electrically-equipped tramway from Dudley to 
Rowley and Blackheath. It has now, however, been abandoned, 
the two authorities being unable to agree. 


East London Railway.— At the meeting of the East 
London Railway Company on Monday, the chairman said that the 
question of electrifying their line was being considered by tbe 
committee of managers to whom it had been referred. Their report 
would be presented at the next meeting; but meanwhile he under- 
stood that they favoured the employment of both the steam and 
electric systems. They would have to remember that the Brighton, 
Souch-Eastern, and Great Eastern systems, which ran over their 
line, still employed steam. Во that for that section of their traffic 
the East London Company would have to adopt whatever system 
was best for linking up with the three lines named. 


Failsworth.—The D.C. has been informed by the 
Manchester Corporation Tramways Department, that the recon- 
struction of the Failsworth tramways would be proceeded with in 
the spring or summer of this year, but, inasmuch as the Electricity 
Committee were unable to supply current for the working thereof 
until March 31st, 1903, the Tramways Committee had entered into 
an arranyement with the Manchester Carriage and Tramways Coin- 
pany to continue working the same by horse cars until the expira- 
tion of tbat time. : 


Farnworth.—The B. of T. inspection of a portion of the 
new lines and equipments was made оп the 9th inst. There are 
eight bogie cars supplied by the Westinghouse Company, and they 
have Blackwell's patent trolleys. Four of them have Tidswell's 
automatic life guarde. The cables were put down by the B.I.W. 
Co.; the poles were supplied by Messrs. Russell, of Wednesbury. 
EE 5 UE is the electrical engineer and tramways manager 

t . * 


Greenock and Port Glasgow.—The Corporation in 
view of their deciding, at some future date, to purchase the tram- 
way undertaking, have decided to oppose the company’s new Bill 
for extensions and powers to run omnibuscs at tramway termini. 


Heston - Isleworth,—The General . Purposes Com- 
mittee of the U.D.C., having inspected the plans of the London 
United Tramways Light Railway Extensions (No. 2), and of the 
Hounslow, Slough, and Datchct Light Railway, recommended the 


Council to oppose both schemes. This was agreed to at the last 
meeting. By mutual arrangement, Mr. Bousfield has been appointed 
to value property affected by the authorised lines. 


Houghton-le-Spring.— The United Kingdom Light 
Railway and Tramway Company has intimated to the District 
Council its intention of applying to the Board of Trade fora 
further extension of time for the commencement and completion of 
the Houghton-le-Spring and district tramway scheme. The 
Council will follow the examples set by the other Councils, aud 


lodge an objection. 


Huddersfield.— From a financial statement prepared 
by the borough treasurer, it appears that the receipts of the 
steam section for the nine months ending December 31st last 
amounted: to £16,844, or 13°75d. per car-mile. The expenditure for 
the same period was £19,531, or 15°95d. per car-mile, or a loss of 
2:20d. per car-mile. Upon the electric section for the nine months 
the receipts amounted to £21,307, or 11:04d. per car-mile. The 
expenditure amounted to. £23,968, or 12:41d. per car-mile, showing 
a loss of 1:37d. per car-mile. The totals included (in the steam 
section)—depreciation £2,263, and interest and sinking fund 
£3,953. In the electrie section the sums respectively were £3,987 
and £8,586. The total loss on both sections is thus £5,347 for the 
nine months. 

The Tramways Committee have decided to experiment with cast- 
iron blocks for paving two miles of the tramway lines! 


Italy.—The Allgemeine Electricitäts Gesellschaft, of 
Berlin, is in negotiation with the Italian Government with regard 
to the concession for the building of the projected direct electric 
railway between Rome and Naples. 


Liverpool. — When a massive iron beam about 30 ft. long 
was being raised by a derrick at the new buildings of the Royal 
Insurance Company, at the corner of North John Street and Dale 
Street, it slipped from the chain and fell, 50 ft., to the street, cutting 
the cle tric trolley wire on the “inwards” track and straining опе 
of the standards. The ends of the broken trolley wire fell to 
the ground and sparked freely. Traffic on the “inwards” line was 
stopped until the trolley wire, of which about 100 yards had fallco, 
was renewed. The beam fell across the street within 6 ft. of the 
rear of a car going towards the Pier Head. No personal injury was, 
however, caused. 

At n» mectiug of the Liverpool Engineering Society last week, 
Mr. Е. B. Behr, Assso.Inst.C.E., delivered an address on High 
Speed Electrical Railways and the Proposed Mono-rail betwcen 
Manchester and Liverpool.” 


Merton.—The Parish Council has decided unanimously 
to oppose the L. U. T. proposals affecting Merton, especially with 
regard to a portion of the scheme involving а single line on a very 
narrow thoroughfare. Part of the route is along a country lane, 
which the company promisc to widen to 40 ft. 


Potteries, —U pon the invitation of the Fenton U.D.C., a 
conference of representatives of the local authorities of the Potteries 
district was held at Fenton last week to consider the new Bill 
which is being promoted by the Potteries Electric Traction 
Company. The Bill was referred to a Committee, consisting of thc 
clerks to the various local authorities, to consider and report. 


Rothesay.—The T.C. have decided to oppose the tramway 
company's Bill, as not agreeing with Standing Orders, and also on 
the point of the proposed method of erecting overhead work in 
certain streets. 


Sandgate.—At the last D.C. meeting drafts of agreement 
between the Council and Hythe and Sandgate Electric Company, 
appertaining to tramways and electric lighting, and the Folkestone 
. were received and fully discussed, and referred 
to the clerk. 


Sutton.—The provisional agreement between the U. D. C. 
and the tramways company provides inter alia that the company 
shall pay £2,000 cash on commencing the line, to be expended by 
the Council on street improvements. To satisfy the residents of 
Belmont, the company undertake not to take a line along Brighton 
Road without the special consent of the Council. 


Swindon.—With reference to the tramway scheme, 
Alderman Wright suggested that before overhead traction was 
definitely adopted a committee should visit Wolverhampton and see 
the system in use there. Mr. Ernest Carpenter, chairman of the 
Electric Committee, argued that the overhead system had been 
adopted after most careful consideration ‘and consultation with 
Messrs. Lacey & Clirehugh, electrical engineers, and he did not 
think the Corporation would care to throw away money on a purcly 
experimental system, while the overhead system had proved efficient 
all over the country. The suggestion to visit Wolverhampton was 


rejected. 


Wallington.—Last week at a crowded and excited 
meeting of ratepayers it was decided to ask the R.D.C. to oppose 
the tramway proposals of the B.E.T. Co. At the end a poll was 
demanded, and the result of this has been to confirm the resolution 
by а majority of 282 votes against 275. 

Whitworth.—Mr. J. S. Enright is to report to the 


U.D.C. on electric trams. 


Wimbledon.—The U.D.C. have at length arrived at a 


decision on the tramway question, aud have adopted a report of 12 


pages of printed matter, approving of the proposals of the L. U. T., 
except in the following particulars :— 

1. Wonple Road line to be double track, and Hill Road to be widened to 50 ft. 
near the railway bridge. | Mo . 

2, The offer of the company to pay £80,000 towards the cost of widenings is 
rejected, and the company is asked to pay the whole amount (except No. 4). 

8. The line up the Hill to the Common not to be constructed without special 
consent. 

4. The company to pay £5,000 towards the cost of widening High Street and 
Church Road, the money to be paid on commencing to lay the lines; but the 
Council to proceed with the widening in their own manner. 

5. Statutory widths for Merton High Street. 

6. Footways to be 8 ft. wide (except by consent). 

7. Annual rental £100 per mile. : 

8. Wood paving throughout, or as approved by the Council. 

9. Protective clauses for sewers, the Council's own lighting cables, cheap 
fares, return tickets, no advertisements on cars, approval of construction, &c., 
including payment of Council's costs. 

The Council also decided to obtain protective clauses in the Bill 
for the Wimbledon “ Tube,” and with regard to the Metropolitan 


Railway's proposed generating station in the district. 


Wolverhampton.—The Tramways Committee and the 
Corporation are now inviting tenders for the construction of а new 
tramway track from Snowhill along Dudley Road to the borough 
boundary at the Fighting Cocks. The length of the route is just 
over 1 mile, and it will, when completed, connect Wolverhampton 
with Sedgley and Dudley. It is hoped to finish it before the 
opening of the approaching exhibition. Mr. Holloway is now 
makiny rapid progress with his contract. The line on the Bilston 
Road to the borough boundary is now practically complete, and 
connections are being formed at Piper’s Row and Lichfield Strect, 
in the centre of the borough. When these are finished and a short 
length of line has been laid from Queen Square to Waterloo Road, 
and tbe Lorain circuit boxes luid, then there will be а connection 
from Tettenhall, vid Newhampton Road, to the borough boundary 
at Bileton. This section, it is hoped, will be in complete working 
order for the Exbibition. It is not intended to interfere just yet with 
the old Tettenhall Road route, the intention being to keep this line 
with the present system of horse cars in reserve until the alternative 
line is electrically equipped and working. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Dover Telephones.—The Corporation has decided not 
to apply for а municipal telephone licence. This decision will 
affect the proposal of the Folkestone Corporation to introduce а 
municipal system, as Folkestone is within the same arca. 


Dundee Telephones.— It is stated that about 7,000 
circulars were issued regarding the proposal to establish a 
municipal telephone system in the city, and already more than 
1,000 replies have been received. The desire to be connected with 
such a system is suid to be pretty general among these. 


Durban Telephones.—The Town Council recently 
decided to take over the local telephone system as from January 
lst, the company having agreed to waive the three months’ notice. 
Thc nécessity for haste in the matter was in view of the carly 
inauguration of the electric tramways, as the company s wires were 
in the way in many places and the Corporation could not compel 
their removal. 


German Cable Schemes.—A Dutch German company 
has been formed fur extending the New York—Munila telegraph 
cable to the Celebes and tlie German South Sea Islands. 


Huddersfield Telephones. — The General ‘Purposes 
Committee has deferred the question of municipal teicphones for а 
period of three months. i; 

At the last Council meeting, Mr. T. H. Moore (chairman of the 
Tramways Committee) urged that as many streets would be disturbed 
during the electrification of the remaining steam tramway routes, а 
deputation should be appointed to ascertain on what terms the Tele- 
phone Company would agree to the construction of underground 
wires, and to arrange, if possible, for such work being carried out 
concurrently with the operations of the Tramways Department. He 
moved to this effect, and his motion was adopted. 


Manchester Telephones. — The Withington U.D.C. 
dissents from the application to Parliament of the National 
Telephone Company, for an Act conferring certain powers on. the 
company within tho Manchester Telephone Exchange arca. 


Portsmouth Telephones.— No time is to be lost in 
setting up the Municipal Telephone Exchange, for which a loan of 
£26,000 has been sanctioned by the Local Government Beard. The 
Telephone Committee of the Town Council has decided to recom- 
mend that Mr. Gardner, of the Tunbridye Wells Municipal Ex- 
change, be engaved as engineer and manager. 


The Telephone Service.—As a result of the dissatis- 
faction with the telephone agreement between the Postmaster- 
General und the National Telephone Company, it had been arranged 
that the Lord Mayor, Sir Joseph Dimsdale, should шохе the 
following amendment to the address in the House of Commons :— 


And we humbly represent to vour Majesty that it is essential that a complete 
inquiry should be inadcinto the working and practical енесі of the licence. and 
&:reemente now being acted upon by the Treasury, the Post Otlicc, and the 
National Telephonc Company: aud the desirability of suspending any further 
tran actions between those department. and the company іа reference thereto 
until buch inquiry has been completed, and ite results considered by your 
Majesty's Government, 
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It was, however, announced in Wednesday's Times that “the 
Government have promised certain concessions to Sir Joseph 
Dimsdale on the telephone question. Heuce his amendment to the 
address will not be moved." 

The matter is further dealt with in Thursday’s Times in the 
following terms :— 

“Although Sir Joseph Dimsdale, in conscquenee of assurances 
which he is understood to have received from the Government, has 
decided not to move his amendment to the Address urging the 
desirability of suspending negotiations between the Treasury, the 
Post Office, and the National Telephone Company, pending a com- 
plete inquiry in the working and practical effect of the present 
licences and agreements, the London Liberi] members do not 
intend to let the matter drop untilthey have been told precisely 
whit course Ministers intend to pursue. Mr. Lough has given 
notice of ап amendment in terms identical with that formulated 
by the Lord Mayor of London, his desire being to elicit from the 
Government а definite promise that a committee shall be 
appointed." 

It is stated in the Daily Telegraph that no real basis of negotia- 
lions can for the present be arrived at, and Sir Joseph Dimsdale 
intends to move his amendment on Monday. 


Telegraphie Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES, INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
Latakia-Cyprus .. oe T T is .. June 20, 1899 .. oe 
Pare-Maranham 93 is s3 as .. March 1, 1900 .. . 
Mole 8t. Nicholas-Port au Prince .. "n .. Dec. 28,1901 .. К 
Coro-Maracaibo (Venez.) ee ee oa ee Jan. 8, 1902 . Jan, 16. 
Alexandria-Larnaca oe ae oe ee eo Jan. 19, 1902 eo ae 
LANDLINES :— 
" Via Hanekin” on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 24, 1900 .. T 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 .. 4 
Cap Haitien -Port au Prince .. б» 8 .. Jan. 14, 1902 .. Jan. 17. 
Cap Haitien-Port au Prince .. we x .. Jan. 22, 1902. x 


Underground Wires v. Submarine Cables. — Sir 
John Leng recently made a suggestion for an East Coast submarine 
cable, to prevent a repetition of the recent serious interruptions of 


telegraphic communication with the large commercial centres on the 
East Const. 


Lord Londonderry, in his observations on the point, eaid :— 


The underground line to the north which is now being laid will extend, in 
the first instance, to Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle, 
Glasgow, and Edinburgh, and will afford security against interruption of tele- 
graphic communication, not only to those important cities, but also to many 
intermediate towns, while it will give practical security to Sheffield and thc 
towns on the east coast, and increase the stability of the telegraph service 
generally. To carry out your plan with any approach to ећісіепеу it would be 
necessary to lay one four-wire cable from a point near Harwich to a point near 
Hull, one four-wire cable from a point near Harwich (о a point near Newcastle, 
three four-wire cables from a point near Harwich to a point near Leith, one 
four-wire cable from a point near Harwich to a point near Dundee, and con- 
tinue the same cable to & point near Aberdeen. These cables, together with 
the necessary connecting wires to the Central Telegraph Office and the post 
oftices at Hull, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Dundee, and Aberdeen, would cost 
50 per cent. more than the underground line to the north which this department 
is laying down; and it would atford no security to Birmingham, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Leeds, or Glasgow. The underground line is now approaching 
Statiord, and will be extended as soon as possible to Warrington, wheuce there 
are underground wires already to Liverpool and Manchester; and the scheme 
will be so carried out as to fit in throughout with the overground system, and be 
available for making good interrupted wrial wires at a good many points. The 
submarine cables, on the other hand, would be out of relation with the over- 

round system, and could not be connected or titted in from time to time at 
Intermediate points. i 

No satisfactory type of paper-insulated cable for submarine use has yet been 
produced. It is still necessary, in submarine cables, to use gutta-percha, 
Therefore, if we resorted to submarine cables, we thould lose the advantage in 
electrical efficieney which we have gained in our underground line by the 
adoption of paper-insulated wires. Thiere are other respects in which the 
submarine cables would compare unfavourably with the underground line. 
They would be more costly to maintain; they would be often, and for consider- 
able periods, interrupted ; they would increase the ditticulty and eost of main- 
taining the existing Anglo-Continental cables, across which they wouid be laid: 
and they would require to be entirely renewed much sooner than the under- 
ground line. But the main objections are that they would cost more to con- 
struct, would be less efticient from an electrical point of view, and would afford 
less security to the telegraphic communications of the kingdom. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—In the House of Commons on 
Monday, Mr. J. Dewar asked the Secretary to the Treasury, as 
representing the Postmaster-General, if he would consider the 
expedieucy of adopting the Marconi system of wireless telegraphy 
as а micans of communication between the Outer Hebrides and the 
western mainland of Scotland. 

Mr. A. Chamberlain, in reply, said that for the present the 
existing telegraph cable to Stornoway affords adequate means of 
telegraphic communication with the Outer Hebrides. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—l'ebruary 12th. Tramway poles, bases and 
trimmings for Corporation, See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Barking Town.—January 24th. Additional generating 


plant for the Council's electricity works. See “ Official Notices“ 
December 20th. 


Belgium.—February 15th. Proposals are being invited 
by the municipal authorities of Lourain for the lighting of the 
public strects by electricity or gas. 

Belgium, —March Ist. The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are invitiug tenders until the March 1st, 1902, for the 
concession for an electme lighting installation. See our “Official 
Notices“ January 3rd. | 
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Birkenhead.—February 11th. Feeder mains, pilot 
wires, and distributing mains for Rock Ferry and district for the 
Corporation. See Official Notices" to-day. 


Blackburn.—January 27th. Engineering stores for the 
electricity and tramway departments for one year; also oils and 
greases for ditto. See “ Officia] Notices " Jannary 17th. 


Crovdon.—February 17th. 10 double-deck double-truck 
cars with motors, &c., for Corporation. See ‘Official Notices” 
to-day. 


Falham.—January 27th. Twenty 50-Kw. transformers, 
mains, conduits, lamp-posts and street boxes. See “Official 
Notices" January 10th. 


Hartlepool.—January 25th. 
engines and dynamos, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, columns, 
mains, and cranes, for electricity supply works for the Corporation. 
See “ Official Notices" January 3rd. 


Hford.—Jannary 27th. Rail-bonds, 
boxes, &c., for the U.D.C. tramways. See “Offcial Notices” 
January 10th. 


L.C.C.—January 28th. The L.C.C. is in the market 
for about 3,950 tons of track rails; 1,850 tons of slot rails; 
670 tons of conductor tee rails; fishplates, bolts, nuts, &c., required 
in connection with the reconstruction of tramways for electric 
traction. Specifications, &c., at the County Hall, Spring Gardens, 
S.W., upon payment of £2. 


Leyton.—Febrnary 13th. Steam and other piping for 
U. D.C. electricity works. Sec “ Official Notices to-day. 


London.—March 4th. The IL. C. C. is wanting tenders 
for 100 or 50 double-deck double-bogie tramcars for conduit liges 
in South London. Drawings, &., at the County Hall, Spring 
Gardens, S. W. (£3). 


Lytham.—January 31st. The U. D. C. invites tenders 
for the erection of engine and destructor houses, and cottage ; and 
for two centrifagal pumping engines, steam dynamo, electric light 
fittings and travelling crane. Specifications, &c., of the engineer to 
the Council, Mr. A. J. Price, U.D.C. Offices, Lytham. 


Manchester.—January 28th. Coal and ash elevating 
and conveying plant for the Stuart Street generating station of the 
Corporation. See Official Notices January 17th. 


Manchester.— February 13th. Condensing plant, 
cooling towers and feed water heaters for the Corporation. See 
" Official Notices ” to-day. 

switchboard 


Rochdale.— February 2nd. Lighting 
extensions for the Corporation. See “ Official Notices” January 
17th. 

Rockhampton (Australia).—March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. . See 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


Salford. — February 8th. 
current motors for the electricity works, 
to-day. 


Shipley.—The D.C. is inviting tenders for the con- 
struction and reconstruction of about 14 miles of double line. 


Shipley.—February 10th. Traction switchboard, boosters 
and balancers, switchboard alterations, for the Council. See 
„Official Notices“ to-day. 1 


South Laneashire.—January 29th. Two-phase motor- 
generators, boosters, and batteries for the S.L.E.T. and Power 
Company. See “ Official Notices " January 10th. 


Spain.—January 26th. The municipal authorities of 

(province of Leon) are inviting tenders until the 26th 

inst., for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during 

a period of 20 years. Particulars may be obtained from, and ten- 

ders are to be sent to, El Secretario del Ayuntamiento de Sahagun 
(Leon). 


Spaln.— January 27th. Tenders are being invited by 
the Spanish Ministry of Public Works in Madrid until the 27th inst., 
for the concession for the construction and working of an electrie 
tramway between Tolosa and San Sebastian (Guipuzcoa province). 
Tenders are to be sent to El Ministerio de Obras Publicas, Madrid, 
whence particulars may be obtained. 


Two 150-Kw. continuous 
See Official Notices " 


Spain.— February 2nd. The municipal authorities of 
Elgirlar are inviting tenders until February 2nd, for the establish- 
ment and equipment of a central electsic lighting station in the 
town. Particolars may be obtaiued from, and tenders are to be 
sent to, El Secretaria del Ayuntamiento de Elgirbar, Spain. 


Spain.—February ‘th. Tenders are being invited until 


February. Ah, by the Municipal authorities of Irun for the con- 
cession for the electric lighting of the town. Tenders are to be sent 
to El Exmeo Avantamiente Constitucional, Irun, Spain, whence 
particulars may be obtained. 


Buildings, marine boilers,. 


conduits, draw- | 


ГА 


Spain.—The municipal authorities of Ondarra (Alicante 
province) have just invited tenders for the concession for the elec- 
tric lighting of the town during а period of 15 years. 


Sunderland.—February 6th. 10 double and four single- 
deck car bodies, trucks, &c. See '' Official Notices” January 17th. 

Walsall. January 31st. One each 500-H. P. and 25- 
Н.Р. high p engines, and 350-Kw. and 16. kw. dynamos for the 
electricity department. See Official Notices” January 17th. 


Warrington.—January 28th. Feeder cables for Cor- 
poration tramways. See “ Official Notices " January 17th. 


West Bromwich.—January 29th. Boilers, dynamos, 
booster, switchboards, condenser, &c. See "Official Notices” 
January 10th. | 


Wigan.—February 3rd. Cables and trolley wire. See 
“Oficial Notices " to-day. 


CLOSED. 


Huddersfield.—At their last meeting the Corporation 
accepted the following tenders for sections of the tramways about 
to be electrically equipped :— | 


Per ton 
© Ralls—Bolckow, Vaughan & Со. vs z4 ix .. £67 6 
Fishplates—Bolckow, Vaughan & Co. v. - es . . 717 6 
l-in. lta—Ibbotson Bros, & Co. ee ee . 0 ee ee 14 17 6 
3-in. bolta—Ibbotson Bros. & Co. "T % ci a .. 1715 0 
Tie rods—Bolckow, Vaughan & Co. .. T vs $4 .. 816 3 
Soleplates—Bolckow, Vaughan & Co. 7 17 6 


Steel points and crossings—Hadfield's Steel Foundry Company, 
at 4 2, 488 5s. (patent manganese steel), 
London. — The London County Council had under 
consideration on Tuesday the following tenders for providing an 
electric lighting installation at the reformatory at Farmfield, for 
female inebriates :— 


Anti- Vibrator, Limited веер) Ka РЕ .. £150 0 0 
A. H. Marshall & Co. 88 a . 516 0 0 
Buchanan & Curwen : xS NÉ ics . . 56210 4 
J. G. Statter & Co. .. ss - is - .. 575 0 0 
Jackson Bros... hs 2. is i - .. 679 16 8 
George T. Newling .. Pe ee - ^ . 195 0 9 
William Simmons. d vs x "S „ 751 0 0 
G. Weston & Co. ee ее 0 0 ee 195 0 0 
John Barker & Co., Limited £s - s ee 825 0 0 
T. Henx папа Se v z4 " .. 83112 0 
T. B. матоого ee = " .. 86610 6 
Tamplin & N котак: Limited "E та m . 8800 0 
Barlow Brothers & Tos "m vs ss - 0 0 0 
С. Peacock & Co. s 8 4 - an EM .. 965 0 0 
C. W. Gifkins & Co. T va ee o’ .. 1,174 0 0 
T. H. J. Dennis & Sons a ks a .. 1217 0 0 
Simmonds Brothers, Limited vs га .. 1,884 0 0 


Oban.—The Contract Journal says that the Corporation 
has ordered three 60-Kw. steam dynamos (vertical enclosed high- 
speed engines) from J. Howden & Co., of Glasgow, at £1,500, and 
‘two boilers and economiscr from Babcock & Wilcox at £1,542. 


Stirling.—The contract for the supply of motors as 
advertixed by this Corporation, has gone to the Lancashire Dynamo 
and Motor Company. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, Janvary 24th —At 5 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting at 
the rooms of the Chemical Socicty. Paper to be read 
on “The Factors of Heat." Part L, by Mr. James 
Swinburne. 


At 7.30 p.m.—North-East Coast Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders. Meeting in the Lecture Hall of 

~ the Literary and Philosophical Society, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Mr. J. W. E. Littledale will reply to the dis- 
cussion on hia paper on “ The Speed of Machine Shop 
Tools,” and a-paper will be read on “Some Notes on 
Steam Turbines,” by Mr. F. J. Warburton. 

Saturday, Jannary 25th.—At 6.30 for 7 p.m. Institution of Junior 
Engineers. Seventeenth anniversary dinner at the 
Hotel Cecil, the president, Sir John Jackson, F. R. S. E., 
in the chair. 

At 10.0 a.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Students' Section). Visit to the works of the India- 
Rubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Company, 
Limited, Silvertown. 

January 27th. — Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Newcastle Section) meeting. Paper on ''Sub-station 
Polyphase Machinery " by Mr. A. Stewart. 

Tuesday, January 28th. — Institution of Electrical Engineers 

(Manchester Section) meeting. -Paper by Mr. Н. А. 
Earle, on “The Supply of Electricity in Bulk.“ 
Wednesday, January 25th.—At 7.30 pm. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers Students' Section). Ordinary meetings in 
the library of the Institution, 28, Victoria Street, 
Westminster. Paper to be read :—" Notes ou Con- 
tinuons Current Testing, by Mr. S. Glendennins. 


Monday, 
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Thursday, January 30th.—North-East Coast Institution of Engi- 


neers and Shipbuilders. The annual Institution dinner 


in the Assembly Rooms, Westgate Road, Newcastle- 
Р upon-Tyne. | 

Friday, January 31st.—At 9 o'clock. Royal Institution of Great 
Britain. Discourse by Prof. A. Cram Brown, F. R. S, 

The Ions of Electrolysis.” 
At 8 o’clock.—Electro-Harmonic Society Smoking Concert. 
Saturday, February 1st.—At 2.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students’ Section). Visit to the Willesden 
Station of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Company. 


re RR 


NOTES. 


Poor-Gas Producers.—Referring to “ Enquirer’s” 
letter in another column, the small space of the plant at Messrs. 
Hornes’ works struck us also as remarkable, and this constitutes one 
of the advantages claimed for the system. We are in favour of tbe 
generator being below atmospheric pressure for reasons of health 
and safety, while an inward leak can so easily be stopped. Only a 
leak inwards beyond the producer would be likely seriously to 
reduce the efficiency of the gas. The drawing of the gas by the 
engine does not mean the loss of so much power as is otherwise 
needed to drive a fan. Poor gas certainly does require somewhat 
larger engines for an equal duty compared with ordinary illumi- 
nating gas. Probably 10 per cent. would cover the increase as a 
rule. As there is no difference worth arguing over between 
producer and blast-furnace gas, we might refer “ Enquirer” for 
large engines to various blast-furnace gas power plants, notably at 
Sheepbridge Ironworks, where two engines of 100 н.р. are at work, 
and more recently at Claycross Works, near Chesterfield, where a 
300-H. P. blowing plant is running on the Thwaite-Gardner system. 
We believe an independent test of this plant is under consideration, 


but a general test of several generators of producer gas would 


involve considerable expense, and could only be carried out by joint 
action. ö 


` Correspondence Instruction.— Prof. Andrew Jamieson, 
M. Inst. C. E., has started electrical and mechanical engineering 
correspondence classes. His success as an author of engineering 
hocks, and his long and tried experience as a teacher and consulting 
engineer are well known. This course of instruction is specially 
auitable to young engineers engaged in central station duties or 
during their apprenticeships, and to all engaged in mechanical 
pursuite, who reside at too great a distance from, or who do not 
desire to attend, public classes. 


National Electrical Contractors’ Association.—A 
general meeting of the National Electrical Contractors’ Association 
was held in Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E. C., on Monday even- 
ing, the 20th inst., at 7 o'clock, Mr. W. R. Rawlings, A. M. I. E. E., in 
the chair. Reports were submitted by the eecretaries of the metro- 
politan and a number of the provincial associations. The consti- 
tution and rules, as drawn up by the general committee appointed 
some time ago, were submitted’ and approved. The following 
office-bearers were appointed for the ensuing year:— 


President.—W. R. Rawlings, London, 


Vice-Presidents. 
N. H. Beilby, West Hartlepool. C. L. Troup, London. 
H. Blend, Newcastle-cn-Tyne. M. Wallis, Leeds. 
A. E. Porte, Dublin. P. Wright, Glasgow. 
Hon. Treasurer.— Н. Marryat, 28, Hatton Garden, London, Е.С. 
Secretary.—Thos. Guthrie, C.A., 46, Queen Victoria Street, London, Е.С. 


The central board will consist of these officers and other members 
to be elected forthwith by the metropolitan and provincial asso- 
ciations from amongst their own members. | 


Personal.—On Saturday, January 17th, the staff of the 
Wycombe (Borough) Electric Light and Power Company, Limited, 
presented Mr. Walter Barnes, the secretary, with an illuminated 
address and a case of fish servers, on the occasion of his leaving 
Wycombe to take up the position of secretary to the Harrow 
Electric Light and Power Company, Limited. The chief engineer 
and manager (Mr. W. E. Brandreth), in making the presentation, 
referred in eulogistic terms to Mr. Barnes's work for the Wycombe 
Company. Mr. Barnes acknowledged the gift in suitable terms. 

Mr. 8. Joyce, who bas for the past four years or so been manager 
at the Broadheath plant factory of the Edison & Swan Company, 
and latterly at Ponders End works, is shortly relinquishing that 
position. 

The first annual "staff" dinner of the Cardiff employés of the 
National Telephone Company was held last Saturday at Barry's 
Hotel, Cardiff. Mr. H. Bell, the district manager, presided. 

Mr. Wm. Wharam, whose impending retirement from the posi- 


tion of general manager of the Leeds City Tramways is announced, 


was appointed secretary of the old Leeds Tramways Company 
29 years ago, two years after tramcars first appeared in Leeds. 


An American Exhibition.—It seems that there is 
every prospect of the Exhibition of American Arts and Industries, 
which is to be held at tbe Crystal Palace this summer, being a 
success. American machinery, and especially electric traction 
plant and apparatus, are expected to be well in evidence. 


Obituary.—We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
C. E. Stuart, late Controller of Telegraph Stores to the G.P.O., 
whose retirement was recorded only a few weeks ago. 


Electrical Trades Dinner.—On Friday last at the 


Restaurant Frascati about 120 representatives of various branches 
of the electrical industry sat down toa dinner at the invitation of a 


committee who are aiming at eetting on foot an organisation of the 


trade for social intercourse and interchange of opinions on subjecta 
in which its members are specially interested. The cbair was taken 
by Mr. Charles Е. Quicke, M. I. E. E. Although the invitation led 
one to suppose that a scheme of some sort wculd be submitted for 
approval, tue ruling character of the evening's proceedings was 
conviviality, any serious consideration of the nature and aims of 
the new association being deferred to a future meeting of which the 
date is not yet fixed. The names of those present were registered 
in order that each one should have notice of the coming meeting. 
The large number brought together at the dinner on Friday seems 
to indicate a general desire for some kind of social organisation, and 
we shall be pleased to record further developments. 


Yorkshire College Engineering Society. — On 
Monday, January 13th, Mr. Konrad Andersson, of the English De 
Laval Steam Turbine Company, delivered a lecture to this society 
on the “ De Laval Steam Turbine." 


The Electrical Volunteers.—We are glad to be able 
to state that the services of the Corps of Electrical Engineers R.E. 
at the front are appreciated by the military authorities in South 
Africa. This is shown by the fact that the following appoint- 
ments have been made officially :— 

Sapper G. Francis, of the Corps of Electrical Eugineers, now ia 
South Africa, bas been appoiuted an assistant electrical enginecr 
under the Public Works Department of the Transvaal at a salary 
of £315 per annum, and is stationed at Johannesburg. . 

Corporal J. Coxon, of the Electrical Engineers R.E. now in 
South Africa, has been appointed to the electrical staff of the 
Imperial Military Railways, at a salary of £270 (rising to £400) per 
annum. Не is stationed at Johannesburg. 

The fact that these appointmenis,have been made should be a 
great encouragement to those wishing to join the -Electrical 
Engineers R.E. (Vol) for active service in South Africa. We 
understand that one, if not two, new detachments may be required 
shortly. 


Copper and Cable Prices.—The London Electric 


Wire Company, Limited, announce that owing to fall in the price 


of H.C. copper, a further discount of 10 per cent. is being allowed 
on electric light and power wires and cables. 


Electrical Contractors and Municipal Traders.—The 
first general meeting of the newly formed northern section of the 
National Association of Electrical Contractors took place on 
Saturday in Manchester. As explained by the Chairman (Mr. Н. 


Bland), the Association is a combination formed to defend the 


interests of the electrical industry. Many attacks were now being 
made on that industry by the municipalities and by other bodies 
with conflicting interests. The manual workers in the trade were 
now combining in every town, and it bad become necessary for the 
masters to combine also, во as to meet the men in a united body. 
As to municipal trading, Mr. Bland pointed out that many corpora- 
tions are now using their powers of expenditure for the purpose of 
competing in trade against that section of ratepayers who were 


engaged in the electrical industry. Of course, the corporations 


were able to undersell the private contractors in every case, for if a 
loes resulted it could always һе made good out of the rates. 
Parliament never intended the municipalities to use their powers 
in this way. Municipal enterprise was rapidly growing, and if the 
electrical contractors delayed much longer, they would combine too 
late to effect much good. A resolution moved by Mr. Wallis 
(Leeds), and seconded by Mr. Richardson (West Hartlepool), was 
adopted, calling upon the London Association to take action in 
conjunction with kindred associations for the purpose of defining 
the limite of legitimate municipal enterprise as regards electrical 
work, and strengthening the hands of those who are unfairly 
exposed to competition by municipal and other authorities trading 


under Parliamentary powers. 


Concert.—A smoking concert of the Electrical Engineers 
R.E. Volunteers was held at headquarters on Wednesday last week. 


Royal Institution. — On Friday last Lord Rayleigh 
delivered a discourse on “ Interference of Sound," before this 
Institution. 


Institution of Mechanical Engineers.—Last Friday 
Mr. H. F. L. Orcutt read a paper on Modern Machine Methods.” 


National Physical Laboratory.— The work of pre- 
paring Bushey House for the National Pbysical Laboratory is now 
approaching completion and, at the request of the President and 
Council of the Royal Society, His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales has fixed Wednesday, March 19th, for the opening ceremony. 
The object of the laboratory is to encourage the applications of 
physical science to manufactures and industry. This it will do by 
undertaking researches into questions of importance to either and 
by testing apparatus and material used in trade. 


Appointments Vacant.— Mains superintendent at £150 
for Harrogate, also switchboard attendant for the same station. 
Assistant lecturer and demonstrator in electrical engineering for the 
North Wales University College at £120. An assistant electrical 
engineer is wanted by the Stalybridge, Hyde, Dukinfield and 
Mossley tramway and electricity board; the eame authority requires 
an electrical and mechanica) draughtsman, 
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Leetures.— On 11th inst. Mr. A. W. Heaviside delivered 


a lecture in the College of Science, Newcastle, on Telegraphs and 
Telephones.” 

At Glasgow, on 17th inst., Mr. Е. B. Behr lectured to the members 
of the Glasgow Technical College Scientific Society on Manchester 
and Liverpool High-Speed Electrical Railway." 

Mr. Sydney F. Walker gave a lecture on Sunday last, for the 
Sunday Lecture Society, at St. George's Hall, on “ Electric Waves,” 
to a full audience. The apparatus exhibited was that of Mr. Neville 
Maskelyne, the special feature of which is the use of a closed 
resonator circuit, in place of an open circuit as ueed by Marconi. 


Electro - Harmonic Society. The next smoking 
concert will be held on Friday, 31st inst., at St. James's Hall 
Restaurant (Banqueting Hall). Judging from the programme the 
concert should be an excellentone. Songs will be rendered by Mr. 


Frank Tebbutt, and Mr. Arthur Strugnell; violin and piano solos: 


and duetts, by Mr. T. E. Gatehouse, and Mr. A. E. Izard; whistling 
solos, by Mr. Charles Capper; sleight of hand, by Dr. Byrd-Page ; 
recitations, by Mr. Ernest Meads; humorous songs, by Mr. F. W. 
Stephens; and humorous sketches, by Mr. Chas. Frood. : 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Personal.—The following changes are taking place in the 
Harrowgate Electricity Works:—Mr. F. L. Осокем has obtained a 
position of assistant engineer at Oldham. Mr. G. Е. A. Мовмлм has 
resigned his position as mains engineer in order to shortly take up 
other duties in South Africa. Mr. Norman has been with the 
Corporation for over six years, and he takes with him all the good 
wishes of the members of this department for his future welfare. 

-The Mansfield Town Council, on the recommendation of the 


Electricity Committee, has appointed Mr. Тохав clerk of the 


works at a weekly salary of £3 13s. 6d. 

On the occasion of his leaving Belfast to take up a position as 
engineer-in-charge at the new Corporation Electricity Works, 
Salford, Mr. E. T. WiLLIAMS was recently presented with a hand- 
some case of razora and shaving tackle, by the members of the 
electricity department. He held a similar position at Belfast. 


CITY NOTES. 
City and South London Railway Company. 


Tux directors’ report for the half-year ending December 31st, 1901, 


to be submitted to the meeting, to be held at 71, Finsbury Pavement, 
E.C., on Tuesday, January 28th, at 12 o'clock noon, reads as 
follows :— 

“The receipts from all sources for the past half-year have 
amounted to £62,601 4s.8d., and the cost of working has been 
£29,257 16s. 2d , leaving a profit of £33,343 88. 6d. Inclusive of the 
balance brought forward from June 30th last, the net revenue 
account shows au aggregate totalof £34,076 58.2d. After making 
provision for the debenture stock interest, and the transfer to the 
renewal fund of £2,000, a balance remains available for dividend of 
£23,560 17s, 8d. Out of this sum your directors recommend that 
the full dividend of 5 per cent. per annum be paid on the preference 
stocks, 1891, 1896, and 1901, and that a dividend at the rate of 24 
per cent. per annum be paid upon the aonsolidated ordinary stock 
for the half-year, and on the ordinary shares from November 17th, 
leaving a balance of £1,424 128. 8d. to be carried forward to the 
next account. The following table shows the number of passengers, 
exclusive of season ticket holders, carried since the opening of the 
railway in each half-year:— 


— 


е а of i 
passengers (exolu- 

Half-ycar. sive of season 

ticket holders). 


Receipts 
(including 
season tickets). 


£ в. d. 
Ended December 81st, 1990 (11 days) 165,000 1,568 8 9 
„ June 800, 1891.. ws i 9,418 848 19408 6 9 
„ December 3154, 1991 .. 3,749,055 19,798 16 6 
„ June 80th, 1892.. 2,813,162 20,951 4 3 
„ December 81st, 1892 3,117,602 22.003 17 5 
„ June 30th, 1893.. bis 8,146,656 22,458 6 9 
„ December 8131, 1893 .. 8,098,351 99.067 14 10 
„ June30th,)894.. .. 9,983,164 28,564 10 6 
„ December 8151, 1894 .. .. | 8,275,649 23,540 12 4 
„ June Sth, 1895.. T và 8,113,199 23,711 Е 8 
„ December 31st, 1895 .. " 8,172,438 28,780 8 7 
„ June goth, 1896.. * i% 8,192,672 24,021 13 0 
„ December 8lst, 1896 .. ‚868,4 25,456 6 9 
„ June Sith, 1897 .. 8,487,810 26,408 8 6 
„ December 815+, 1897 ,897,861 25,472 12 10 
„ June 80th, 1898.. à ae | 8,478,971 26,356 16 4 
„ December 81=#, 1898 .. 5 8,462,814 26,319 14 10 
„ June goth, 1899 ^ t 8,540,098 96749 8 0 
„ December 318+, 1899 .. 8,442,919 96,197 14 10 
„ June 80th, 1900.. 4 HS | 4,169,717 88,608 2 З 
„ December 81st, 1900 .. T 5,018,842 44,16 811 
„ Jane Soth. 1901.. .. 5,887,786 61,018 17 3 
„ December 31st, 1901 .. | 7,008,842 59,784 14 8 
Total since the opening of the line.. | 79,788,450 £618,877 5 5 


Railway opened for traffic Decembor 18th, 1890. 


Extension to Moorgate opened February 25th, 1900. 
Extension to Clapham Common opened June 8rd, 1900. 
Extension to Islington opened November 17th, 1901, 


“ Тһе directors feel justified in congratulating the proprietors on 
the result of the half-year's working. The extension to Islington 
was opened for public traffic on November 17th, and the increase in 
the receipts since that date has been satisfactory. The subway at 
London Bridge, connecting the platforms of this company with those 
of the Brighton Railway, was completed and opened on December 2nd, 
and is being largely used and arrangements for through bookings on 
the lines of the two companics are now being made. The working 
stock of the company has been increased by 36 carriages and 10 
locomotives. Anadditional carriage has been added tolall the trains 
and materially assists in coping with the traffic in the busy hours of 
the day. In orderto meet the increasing traffic it has been found 
necessary to order 16 more carriages which are now in course of 
construction. In accordance with the authority given them at the 
last meeting, the directors have issned £150,000 of the 5 per cent. 
preference stock, 1901, enabling them to pay off loans sind provide 
for other capital expenditure. The arbitration respecting St. Mary 
Woolnoth Church remains still unsettled, and it is feared that some 
time will elapse before a final conclusion is arrived at. .The 
Islington and Euston Bill was favourably reported upon byithe 


: Joint Committee, and now waits the sanction of Parliament in the 


usual course. The increased traffic from the stations south ofjthe 
Thames is making it difficult to decal with the growing traffic at tho 
London Bridge station, aud the only way of affording relief is by 
constructing a station at London Bridge on the portion of the old 
line at present disused, so giving an alternative route to the City. 
To do this economically it is necessary to extend the disysed line 
for some distance; and to effect this, arrangements have been made 
with the City and Brixton Company to abandon the larger of their 
railway, constructing only the short piece as far as Lambeth, 
cancelling the old agreement with this company and substituting a 
new one to meet the altered conditions, which will be submitted for 
the approval of the proprictors at the special meeting. At the 
special meeting to he held at the conclusion of the ordinary meeting, 
the proprietors will be asked to sanction the conversion of the 
ordinary shares, 1899 and 1900 issues, into consolidated ordinary 
stock of the company. Interest at the rate of 3 per cent. per 
annum will be paid, as hitherto, out of a capital on the ordinary 


shares, 1899 and 1900, up to the opening of the extension to Islington, 


and from that date up to December 31st, they will rank for dividend, 
pari passu, with the ordinary stock. The warrants for interest and 
dividends will be posted on the 11th prox. The directors 
retiring by rotation are Mr. Charles Seymour Grenfell and Mr. 
Edwin Tate, who are eligible for re-election. The auditor retiring 
is Mr. James L. Oliver, who offers himself for re-election." 


` 
, 


- Direct United States Cable Company. 


Тнк directors’ report for the six months ended December 31st, 1901, 
to be presented at the meeting to be held at Winchester House on 
Tuesday, January 28th, at 2 p.m., reads as follows :— 


The usual statements of account for the half-year ended December 81st, 1901, 
are submitted herewith. The half-yeat's revenue, after deducting out-pay- 
ments amounted to £49,588 17s. ld. as compared with £50,533 16e. Id. for the 
corresponding peri: d of 1900, showing a difference of £944 19s. against the half- 
year under review. The working and other expenses for the same period, in- 
cluding income-t&x, but exclusive of cost of cable repairs, amounted tp 
£21,558 Os. 10d., leaving a balance of £28,080 168. fd. as the net profit, making 
with £3,582 бв. Rd. brought forward from the previous hal:-y ar a total of 
£81,563 Is. 11d. For the corresponding period of 1900, the working ex; enses 
and otber шери amounted £20,826 lis. bd. Interim dividends of 8s. per 
share, for the quarter ended September 80th, 1901 (paid October 26th, 1901), and 
of 8s. per share for the quarter ended December 81st, 1901 (payable January 
81st, 1902) together amounting to £18,918 have been declared, and after setting 
aside £10,000 to the reserve fund account, the balance of £3,850 1s. 11а. on the 
revenue account bas been carried forward. The reserve fund account has 
been debited with £47 18. 2d. balance of cost of cable repairs, and after being 
credited with interest on the investments, profit on sale of securities and 
amount set aside from revenue, the balance of the account, taking the invest- 
ments at cost price, now amounts to £148,016 19s. lid. The meeting of the 
International Telegraph Conference in London has been turther postponed 
until the summer of 1908, ; 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has 
appointed special settling days as under:—Wednesday, Jan 
29th, Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company, Limited further 
issue of 12,736 shares of £l each, fully paid, Nos. 137,084 to 
149,819. Wednesday, February 5th, British Electric Traction 
Company, Limited—further issue of 37,926 ordinary shares « f £10 
each, fully paid, Nos. 132,075 to 160,000, and 10,000 6 per cent. 
cumulative preference shares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 190,001 
to 200,000. The Committee has also ordered the undermeutioned 
securities to be quoted in the Official List:—British Electri: 
Traction Company, Limited—further issue of 37,926 ordinary 
shares of £10 each, fully paid, Nos. 122,075 to 160,000 ; and 10,000 
6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £10 each, fully paid, 
Nos. 190,001 to 200,000. Commercial Cable Company— further 
issue of £100,180 sterling 500-year 4 per cent. debenture stock 


. (redeemable). 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—At a meeting 
held on Tuesday, the directors recommended a dividend for the 
half-year ending December 31st, 1901, at the rate of 6 per cent. per 
annum on preference shares, and at the same rate on ordinary 
shares. £1,000 was written off from the preliminary expenses, and 
£4,833 16s. 7d. carried forward; the whole being subject to final 
audit. Mr. Stauley Becton and the Hon. Percy В. Bernard, D.L., 
have heen co-opted to the vacancies on the board caused by the 


death of Mr. J. Е. Lombard, and the resignation of Mr. J. В, 
Concannon. | 
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Central London Railway.—The directors recommend 
dividends for the half-year ended December 31st, at tho rate of 4 
per cent. per annum on the undivided ordinary ‘stock, and 4 per 
cent. per annum on the preferred stock; and 4 per cent. per annum 
for the whole year on the deferred stock. The sum of £10 ,000 is 
transferred to the reserve fund, and £5,870 carried forward. 


St. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light Company. 
—The directors recommend a dividend for the half-year ending 
December 31st, of 7s. 6d., together with a bonus of 2s. per share on 
the ordinary shares making with the interim dividend 124 per 
cent, and a bonus of 2 per cent. for the year 1901. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Co 
17th were 
to date, £1,574; боер ding 
Miles of track open, 1 

Blackpool and nos түнүн rhe receipts for the week ending 
а 18th were £156; corresponding w year, £127; increase, 

otal receipta to date, £424; corresponding period last year, £891; 
increase, £33. 

Bristol Tramways and Carriage Compan 
January-l7th were £8,913; oorresponding period 
crease, £166. 

British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
"undertakings of this company or the week ending January 10th :— 


— —— — — — — 


ration Tramways.—The receipta for the week ending Jan. 
; corresponding week last year, £552; increase, £73. Total 
period last year, 21,368; increase £206. 


y.—The MR for the week ending 
last year, 28,747; in- 


Comparison т | | 
| | with corres- No Aggregate, 

Amount ponding week d | "p 

Company. | of last аз weeks. Amount. Ino. or Deo 

i ES £ + — 

d£ £ | £ | £ 

Croydon* es ео | 621 423 ' = — > | R86 | 555 — 
Devonport 407 — — 1: 59141 | — 
Dudley—Btourbridge 602 | 175 — 1 885 617 — 
Gateshead 5890 — 1 907 a 
Greenock- Pt. Glasgow 343  ' 193 — 1 k 66 278 — 
Hartlepool 19 19 | — 1j ! 908 27 — 
Kidderminster 91 14 — 1. 125 | 9 — 
Merthyr e| 76 — — 13 246 — — 
Oldham— Ashton ER 454 54 — 13 657 | 14 — 
Poole uc œ| 117 E Em E 257 = = 
Potteries .. . 1,818 т | — | 1} | 1,896 | — | м 
Southport? 118 98 | — | 14 177 9| — 
South "staffordshire | 719 1303 | — 12 ' 995 59 — 
Swansea v» ! $99 6 | — 14 | 578 4, — 
oe . 54 — — | 1 j 79 == ете 

Ty nemouth E 175 | — — 1 283 — — 
Wolvatuametoe Dist. 85 | 49 | — | 1 119 58 = 

* Partly horse. 1 Partly steam. steam, 


The aggregate receipts to date are for 10 days this year, as against 11 days 
last year. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Jan. 18th were 
£6,808 ; (o date, £10,005 week last year, 25,992 Total 
receipte to date, £19, 
£2,075. Miles open, 6. 

City and South London Railway.—The recei for the week ending 
Jan. 19th were £2,987 ; ding week year, £2,002; increase, 
£935. Total recipts to date (8 WEEKS) £9,147; corresponding period last 
year, £6,073; 5 43.074. Miles open. 61; last year, 43. 


increase, #826. 
; corresponding period jest year, £17,505; increase, 


crease, £l 188. 1d. Total to date, 28. rrespo 
last year, £105 бе. 4d.; increase, #12 10s. 8d. Mues of track о 1 d 
Car miles run, 1902, 5, 098; 1901, 4,969. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 


Dublin United Tramways Com om e receipts for the week ending January 
17th were as follows:—D.U. electrio cars, £8,592 7s. 2d.; D. f. D. Co., 
eleotric cars, £678 15s. Id.; total, £4,011 2s. 9d. ; corresponding week laest 
reni. . U. P. Co., electric cars, £8,254 in 8d.; ditto, дон cars, £6 Os. 4d. ; 

Co. electric и. £686 186. 8d.; total, 7 9s. 8d.; increase, 
£63 188. 1d.; ate to date, £10,289 10s. 9d. ; т agregue to date last 
year, £9,705 ' 19s. 1 £83 10s. 54. The eage worked is 45 
miles electrically, as against 48 miles electrically, and 2 miles by hcrses 
for the corresponding period last year. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.—Week ending January 18th, £10,111, com- 
pared with £8,494 for corresponding period last year. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending January 
19th were £1,997; corresponding week last year, £1,482; decrease, £85. 
Total to date, 24,959; nee period last year, £4,587 ; decrease, 
£985. Miles open, 6 miles 67 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 


IN the Money Market, brokers are allowing the rates to keep steady, 
but do not appear anxious to enter into large commitments pending 
the announcement by Parliament as to how the latest phase of the 
war is to be financed. Consols, with one eye on Lombard Street, 
are a little better at a fraction over 94, and in spite of the disap- 
pointing character of tbe last few “ steam” dividends, Home Rails 
are mostly steady. Investment stocks continue in quiet demand. 
. Day by day the stockbroker receives letters asking for advice in the 
selection of securities wanted for investment, and the electric 
lighting list is in pretty constant requisition for this purpose. 
There is a quartette of rises to record, and no decline. Telegraph 
varieties are still in a state of hexitancy, but in the miscellaneous 
section higher prices are the general rule. There is nothing doing 


in tclephone issues, and the electrical railway market boasts one 
&mall appreciation, the Central London dividend having had no 
effect on Twopenny Tube prices. 


Taking telegraphs first, we note with considerable satisfaction 
that our repeated cry for narrower quotations in the Official List is 
at last being heard. For instance, Globe Telegraph Ordinary are 
now sent out at 9} to 92, instead of 9—10. Western Telegraph 
sbares, instead of being called 12—13 are 124—123. Better still is 
the compression of the prices of Anglo-American Ordinary and 
Preferred within the compass of 2 per cent. instead of 3. Our 
readers will note other instances. In following out our suggestions 
the jobbers in the market furnish not only more reliable (or, it 
would be better to say, less unreliable) quotations, but they 
encourage business, and thereby serve their own interests. The 
average investor has no love for that security in which he finds a 
ridicnlously wide margin quoted, even though he be assured that a 
narrower market can bc found in the Stock Exchange. There 
remains, however, plenty of room for still further reform, and we 
hope that it will not be long before the electric supply department 
undergoes a similar alteration in its price list. 


Of the fluctuations other than those caused by marking securities 
ex dividend, Cuba 10 per cent. Preference shares are down j, the 
unsettled condition of the island under Yankee rule forming a 
reason for several sales. In the Eastern group, ' Chinas," after 
receding ], picked it up again, 80 that, allowing for the dividend 
deduction of 2s. Gd. the price is better on the week. Eastern 
Ordinary is also ex dividend, and the price is 1273, the distribution 
being at the usual rate of 14 per cent. for the quarter. Great 
Northern shares are quoted with £1 margin instead of £2, and the 
medium price remains the same. Submarine Cables Trust certiti- 
cates continue dull, the apathy of the American market causing 
cable sales in New York. Anglo descriptions are virtually withont 
alteration, the Preferred showing a small advance, but West Coast 
of America Debentures have soon dropped their 2 per cent. gain of 
last week. As noted above, the Telephone market is inanimate. 

Coming to supply shares, three of the London Companies 
Ordinary are each 10s. better—to wit, Citys, Metropolitans, and 
Westminsters. There is quite a fair amount of. speculation going 
on round City of Londons. Westminsters owe their rise to the 
clearing up of the new whole shares recently issued. The fractions 
are still with us, and a good deal of business is passing in them at 
about 1s. 6d. to 2s. premium per eleventh.  Edmundson's have 
recovered the dividend of 2s. 6d. deducted on last Account day. 
The St. James's and Pall Mall dividend and bonus make altogether 
a distribution of 144 per cent. for 1901. 


In the electric railway division there is a rise of 5s. in City and 
South London shares, whereby their value is more nearly approxi- 
mated to that of tbe stock. The company's report is considered 
favourable, and very possibly the price of the stock would have 
risen further had it not been for the damping effect of the Brighton 
Railway distribution. Metropolitan stock improved a trifle—to 77, 


upon the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 2} per cent., the ` 
‚ваше, it will be noticed, as that of the City and South London 


Company. But whereas the latter paid an interim dividend at the 
rate of 11 per cent. per annum last July, the Metropolitan pro- 
prictors received at the rate of 4 per cent. more. Metropolitan 
District stock is about 284. There is a littledoing in East London 
at 64, and it seems almost time for the stock to have its annual 
transi'ory flare-up. The Central London dividends of 4 per cent. 


arc what were expected, and must be deemed highly satisfactory, 


but the quotations do not respond so far. 

British Electric Preference are 4 better on the progress of 
the company, and business in these is brisker than it was 
in the Ordinary. The last-named are to be bought at 
144. Anglo-Argentine trams have smartly recovered at 
£4 middle and Cape Electric Trams at 2: are er both dividend 
(1s. 224.) and right to subscribe for the new shares. Brisbane 
Preference are commanding attention at 4ў, and a buyer of New 
General Traction Ordinary shares had to pay Зу; for them on 
Tuesday. Potteries Ordinary are changing hands in the vicinity 
of 11}. 

The Miscellaneous Market is арон for another {шр of 10s. 


in British Insulated Wire shares, making #2 in less than a fortnight. 


Rumours of an amalgamation with the Telegraph Manufacturing 
Company are responsible for most of this. The Preference sbares, 
ex dividend, are unchanged, and the Debenture stock is wanted at 
104. Brush Preference quickly overtook the ; that fell off last 
week, and Telegraph Construction shares show a tendency to 
barden. Westinghouse Preference are 54; by a slip they were 
quoted at 73 in our last issue. British Thomson-Houston shares 
are 14 to 15, and London United Tramways new Preference com- 
mand £1 premium, while the new Debentures are 2 premium which 
is a point below the price of the old stock, 


— 
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Business done 


K Btock ; Closing Closing uring 
or ividends for : : 
німи, ghare| the last three years, | Quotation | Quotations | week ended 
1902. 
— — ате | — Aaa ane E ae . | Lowest 
African Direct Telegrap Б: 4 Ређа. oes eee | 100 ә» 408 ead 97 —101 97 —101 - 
Amazon Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 95, 000 . coe | 10| so "es oes 34— 44 3à— 44 P 
Amazon Telegraph 5 95 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1, 250 Red. „ | 100 | ... T S. | 70 — 80 70 — 80 ij 
Anglo-American Telegraph го ee - Stock 73/6 | 33 e. | 47 — 50 48 — 50 is 
Do do 6 71 Pref. ees see se Stock 6 6 89 — 92 90 3 92 903 89 
Do. do. Deferred ses aes ^ |Stock|£1 7s. | 5s. i" 7i— 8} 71— 8i A or 
Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 ... 865 sve РРА 514 5 Ф i 394— 4 3à— 4 955 - 
Oommercial Cable $100 | 8 "Ri .. 1165 —170 |165 —170 А 
Do. do. Bterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Btock Red. Stock ^ .. | 92 — 96 92 — 96 is 
Cuba Telegraph see eee ees [II 10 7 V eee TI 5 — 6 5 — 6 ee 
Do 10 Pret. L ree ae eee L 1 134— 144 13 — 14 133 oe 
Direct Spanish Telegra h n eee eee ee ee 5 4 % 4 % 3 — 3 — 4 TT] 
Do do. 10 iM ee eee ee 5 84 — 9 84— 9 eee 
Do. do. 44 see see eee 50 eee eee eee 98 —102 98 —102 ee 
Direct United States Cable ... ssa ees 20 | 38% | 34% а 94— 104 94— 10 xd 10 9} 
Direct West India N 44 JA Reg. Deb... see se. | 100 -— zs эў 99 —102 99 —102 ез 755 
Eastern Telegraph, AY: eee Stock 7 951 7 Ф * |125 —135 |124 —129 128 | 123} 
Do. Pref. Stock see eee eee 100 eee eee eee 88 — 92 88 есе 90 884 87 
Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock TE .. |107 —112 108 —112 111 108 
Eastern Extension, Australasia and China Telegraph ... | 10|7%|7% | .. |124— 134 | 121— 123xd| 122 | 12} 
Do. 4 % Deb. Btock Stock} ... | .. | .. 108—113 [108—113 és 5 
Eastern and South African. Telegraph, 4 9 Моң. Deb. = M 
IC 708 $00 ted. Das) 100 |54% | .. | . . 100 —103 |100 —103 m 
Do. 4 95 Reg. Mt. нка (Mauritius Sub.) 1—8,000 | 25 * |100 —103 95|100 —103 "T s 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph and Trust ou ose oon 40 519, 54%, ie 9 — 10 91— 91 9 81 
Do. do. 63 Pref. ee ees oe 10 eee soe 13 — 14 134— 1342 134 13 
Great Northern Telegraph, o of Copenhagen T us [dT ж ЦЕ Ф .. 27 — 29 274— 284 283 | 274, 
Halifax and Bermuda Oable, 44 % 1 re” Debs., 100 99 —103 99 —103 
within Nos. to 1,200, Red. ses nen see 
| European Telegraph  ... ees -— өөө ..| 25|1095 [10 $ | ... | 38 — 42 38 — 42 ds 
100, 000] London Platino-Brasilian ipm % Debs. ... ». | 100 ive - „ 1102 —105 102 — 105 m 
| Montevideo Telephone, Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 72,680 ... | 1 | 2 ii ae +— 1 i— i e 
do. do y 4 Pref. Nos. 1 to 86,492 1 5 + TI] 1— 1 i— 1 э 
National Telephone, 1 to 590,000 eee ee eee eee 5 5 5 se 38 — 38 39 — 38 38 З ть 
. Oum. lst Pref. ees [III m 10 6 6 ee 11 — 13 11 — 13 . 
Do. 6 95 Cum. 2nd Pref. ... 10 | 6 6 ҚА 11 — 13 11 — 13 in 
Do. Non-cum. 3rd Pref, 1 to 250,000 | 5 5 5 è 44— 5 43— 5 44 4i 
Do. 84 Deb. Stock Red. see [1] Stock 34 34 ee 94 — 97 94 — 97 95 941 
Do. 4 95 Deb. Stock Red. ... 4 „ 1101 —105 101 —195 104 1034 
Oriental 2 and -FY Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 115 5 6 wer +4—1 5 $— 155 H 
Pacific and European Tel., 4 Y Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... | 100 | ... jos . | 99 —102 99 —102 dt 
Reuter’s. ees ses see 0 eee 8 5 Ф 5 % eee 7 = 8 7 — 8 eee m 
Bubmarine Cables Trust eee ces ees y eee Cert. eee ees TI 120 —125 117 —121 115 ee 
United River Plate Telephone see 5 7 Y eee ees 447 — 51 43— 51 eee ee 
Do. do. 5 % Oum. pret. Nos. 1—40, 000 b III eee eee 44— 5 44— 5 * 
Do. do. 5 % Debs. ees ees oon Stock eee eee TII 102 —105 102 —105 ee 
West African Telegraph, 5 % Debs.... 100 [III [III ec 100 —103 100 —103 eee ee 
West Ooast of America, Nos. 1—30, 000 and 53, 001—53, 008 2$ | ... T sis i— 8 i— 8 FR T 
Do. do. 4 % Deks., 1—1, 500 by Bras. Bub. Tel. 100 oes $us . |101 —104 99 —102 T^ ‘i 
Western Telegraph, i Nos. 1—2 ‚930... ih oo | 10|79517925 | ... | 18 — 18 12] — 122 128 | 12} 
Do Debs. 2nd series, 1906 * | 100 T pee „. |102 —105 [102 —105 ave сва 
Го. до. Deb. Stock Red. eee [III 100 T TI s.. eee 101 —104 101 —104 ee 
West India and У, Telegraph e йө” уу айй 5.5 ERE; аа 955 8— f $— $ T 
Do. do. do. ; Oum. lst Pref. [TI 10 eee eos eee 5 — 6 5 тег 6 EE 
Do. do. do. Oum. 2nd Pref. .. 10 eee eee eee 3 = 4 3 — 4 eee 
Do. do. do. 5 * Debs., Nos. 1 to 1 800 100 eee eee eee 160 —103 102 — 105 III 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... Ip uu ius " 8— 8 #— 6 
Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 ө x "á 97 —102 97 — 102 Qvi vs 
Brompton & B nen Hec. Lt. Sup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 5 6 6 | .. 8$— 91 82— 91 e" P 
do. 7 y 4 Саш. Pref.... & eee озо eee 81— 93 bK — 91 awe [EE] 
ы 8 ad Strand . Suppl [III eee 5 9 Ф 9 Ф T 8 — 9 8 — 9 88 өө? 
do. do. % Саш. 5 ees ИТТ oon 5 == 54 5 — 51 ITI ecc 
і Do. do. 85 8 m Deb. Btock га 1000 |... mc 103 —105 1043 
Chelsea Electricity Bupp , eee ee 5 6 54 ees 5 — 6 54 — 6 58 coe 
Do. do, А b Deb. Btock Red. . Stock 5 іХ .. 1108 —111 |108 —111 xd $ss 
City ot Tondon Electric Lighting, 40,001—110,579... | 10 | 4 ® 0 7 .. | 8§— 91 9 — 10 99 .. 
Do. Oum. 4 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 “aa 12 — 13 12 — 13 985 bis 
De. б Deb, Btock, Sorip. (isa. at £115) all paid | . .. 121 —126 121 —126 M 8 
Do. 4495 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 | ... vee *. |101 —104xd|101 —104 1022 
County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Ж ес. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 7 4 và 8i— 94 84— 91i 93 98 
Do. do. do. 6 95 Pref., 40,001 60,000 10 | 6 6 a. | 12 — 13 12 — 13 128 | 123 
Do. 44 95 Deb. Btock, Prov. Certa (all paid) Rd. T 105 —108  |105 —108 107 | 106 
Edmundson’s Corp. ep Ord. Bhares [I [II (yy) 5 6 % 7 % өөө 54— 54— 58 5$ 
Ss "yd 6 y 4 Cum. Pref. e? 06 eee eve eee eee 54— 6 54— 6 54 53 
44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock... 100 . .. {107 —110 |106 —109 | 1063 | ... 
Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. — ... 85 .. us . | 11 — 12 11 — 12 118 | ... 
do. 4 y 4 Deb. Stock Stock ove eee ооо 103 —106 П 103 —106 eee cee 
London Electric Beypl vee Limited, Ord.  ... 8 | ... Ve T 1j— 14$ 1j— 12 NC RS 
x do. 6 y 4 Pref. 5 eee eee 0 4 — 5 4 FE 5 43 coe 
= T 4% 1st Mt. Db. Btock Bd. Btock eee өзө өө? 95 —100 95 — 100 TIS eee 
Metropolitan Electric Supply, 101 to 68,500 ... 10|5%|6%|.. |14 — 15 |144— 153 | 144| 14H 
Do. 44 Mortgage рше Btock | ..| .. |... .. 111 —115 111 —115 К EA 
Do. 3% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. eee Stock. + eec eee TT 96 Е 99 96 — 99 ene 
Notting Hill Bilectrio Lighting FW M. 10 |7 7 . |15 — 16 |15—16 15} 
Bt..James's and Pall шаг: Light, Ord. 5 1441955 |1449 14425 | 15$— 164 153 — 163 a 
Do. ru 7 % Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 5|7 iss 84— 94 84— 94 es re 
Do. 33 Lh Deb. Stock Bed. ... | 100 955 .. | 97 —100 97 —100 Г i 
Bmithfield Market Lies с. Бару ст soo eee oe 5 eee eee eee 2 == 24 2 — 21 eve coe 
Do. 5 eee eee 100 eee eee eee "a — 90 80 — 90 eve ose 
Bouth London Mloctricity Вирріу, eee eee eee | 5 eve eee eee 21 2 == 2% eee eee 
Westminster Electric Bupply, Ord. es „. 518% 1049 | .. 11 113— 1234 12 — 13 | 1211 12, 
* Subject to Founders Shares. t Quotations on 55 Stock Exchange. 
; Oian сиы ыы > Dividends paid in deferred share warran being used as capital, 
| oDividends mark 8 de iater o ene Fer and Ue Aere pert et ha AM р 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


{ Mecers. Bolling & Lo 


o Mestre, Johnson, Matthey & Со., Lid 
і Messrs, Walter H. Hindley & Oc. Company, Led. 


в & Bons 
« Messrs, Frederic k Smith * co. The ä 


Stock Closing Closing  |Businers 
Present NAME, Dividends tor tati otati — 
Issue, ьо.) the last three years, | Fa, i. L, Big, | sen . 1002. 
1 | 1899. | 1900, | 1901. Highest | Lowest. 
20,000 | British Aluminium Ч Cum. Pret. . - mob ART Uns "t ү 44— 53 44— 54 eS 4 
300,0007 Do. do. lst Mort. Deb. Btock Red. S. [Stock] ... = is 87 — 91 87 — 91. “becasue 
62,074 | British Electric Traction ose * - „| 10| 8% 9B .. |14 — 15 14 — 15 144 | 1445 
92,000 Do. do, : Cum. Pref. T 10 "^ eee eee 12 — 124 121 — 121 1213] 124 
600, 0007 Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Stock % IOSRI -as - .. |126 —129 126 —129 1284 | 126 
70,000 British Insulated Wire Od. - өз» өзө 5 | 900 1 15 É] ... 9 — 10 - 9$— 101 e foo 
70,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pre Pref. eee eee eee 5 TIT eee eee 5$— 6+ 54 — 6} s.. 3" — r 
50,000 |fBrowett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. өзө РР ee "^ 8 ^ s 1— 1 1— 1 н өө Ж: 
‚000 | 6 % Cum. Pret. ... ux TEE T uu B EI uu H— 14 H— IN ee e С; 
105, 731 Brush Elecl. ‘Hnging,, ‘Ord., 1 to 105,731 .. eee - 2| 5% 5 DI s 18— 18 11— 1 14} 1, 
150, 000 Do. do. Non-cum. 6 & Pref. ... бө» в 2| 6 28 ^Ш li— 24 2— 21 241 28 
125, ‘0002 Do. do. 43 % Perp. Deb. Stock — „ (ROCK Lu. - . . 1102 —105 102 —105 1044 103 
125, ‘0007 Do. do. 44 9$ Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock «s [COOK ``... i$. i 99 —102 99 —102 — „4: ©. 
30,000 | Callender’s Oable Construction в ,Nos.1—30,000 .. 5|1595|15 P. | 164— 174 | 164— 174 175 17 
40,000 Do. do. 5% Cum. Pref... ‘bs BT. 4s ие 52— 6} 51— 6} 54 5i 
90,000 Do. do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red ss IARE iu РР *. [110 —114 110 —114 T уа 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock „ wr REOR а „. | 4 91105 —108 |105 —108 | 107% 1033 
440,100 Do. do. 4% Pref. Stock... — ... ... |Stock! .. | .. | 4 105 —108 |105 —108 | 106 | .—- 
440,100 De ^ do. Def. dO. з өө» es. |Btock| ... "T 4 95/1106 —109 106 —109 107 eu 
855,000 | City and Beuth London Railway  .. Stock 17%] 14%) 2 | 65 — 67 65 — 67 67 653 
47,500 | Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22, 501 to 70, 000 . - 10 бая m -— 6 — 6} 6 — 64 0661 Se 
. 54,000 Misit n Oo., * 31 “ie por Reg 55 a) "XS 8 961 7 3 — 34 3 — 34 38 ae 
4 1st Mort. bs., 1 to 900 of ` С, 
100,0007 { £100, and 901 to 11, 000 of £50 red eee eee TT see 99 —104 99 —104 III Nis 
99,261 | Edison & Bwan Utd. El. Let., * A” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 51 GL- 949 + i— 8 | i— 8 e [o9] - 
17,139 Do. do. do. "A" Bhares, 01—017,139  ... 5| 6%] 3% .. 2— 3 2— 3 —2 4 
344, 0237 Do. do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red o» La00 n eee "^ 78 — 83 78 — 83 - |... "x 
100, 0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certs. all pd. 100 -— see к 84 — 89 84 — 89 cee — 
112,100 Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... os ec - 2] 6% 6 4 s 1£— 21 11— 2} e — 
31, 390 Do. do, : Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... eer 2 TT eee eee 24— 3 24— 3 eee ... ! 
182, 5007 Do. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock .. (Stock) ... A JR 98 —102 97 —101xd| ... — 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 95 Cum. Pref. ... „ лас - "m 92 —10j 92— 104 «Sv E. 
150,000 Гю. do. 4 % Mort. Deb. eee eee eee Stock eee eee eee 99 —102 99 — 102 жав 
35,000 Henley’s (W. Т.) i i Works, Ord. ... - eee 0:115 96730 ЧЫ эг 1€4— 174 164— 174 174, ps 
35,000 Do. do. 46%, Pref. s eos 5 UP 44% .. 53— 6 54— 6 58 | 55 
50, 000: Do. 4 do. 44 Mort. Deb. Stock... Stock T *. |112 —116 112 —116 T oon a 
50, 000 | India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works av] 391398 V 2 *. | 20 — 21 204— 2l4xdj ... — 
800, 0002 Do. do. do. 4 95 1st Mort. Deb.. e. | 100 8 € .. 100 —103 100 —103 et. 53 
37,500 TLiverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. .. T ee | 10| 38%] ` 34% ... 4@— 5 44— 5 TAE. T. 
10,000 T Do. do. Pref., £10 paid one - 10| 5 m iss 114 — 11j 113— 11? vas — 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 1, 500 ... uL 291 3 к * | 154— 164 | 155—164 — — 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 y 4 Cum. Pret. . wel =й К 5 BU ou Du == 19/- to 20/- | ... — 
37,350 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance ... oe | 12 | 15 | 174%) ... | 34 — 38 35 — 38 36 | 34 
150, 0007 Do. 4 96 Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 coe | 100 5 *. 1102 —104 102 —104 ms sed 
25,000 | Telegraph Dia ee Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... “ee 5 12 Ф| 12 / | 10§— 114 | 10§— 114 102] coe 
20,000 Do. 5 95 Om. Prf. Nos. 1 to 20,000.. 5 SA "Y ЕЕ 54— 6 54— 6 coe — 
540,0007 Waterloo and city Railway, Ord. Btock ve | 100 | 3 * 3 .. | 91 — 94 91 — 94 ove TE 
t Quotations on Liverpool 8tock Exchange. | Unless 12 stated all shares are fully paid. § From Bradford Share List. 
„икн PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Consolidated ction and Maintenanee 2/ Oldbam, Ash 4 Hyde Electric (£10 Ord., 154—16, 
National Electrio опе опао 17/6 paid, 4—3. ed bo. — a^ Ёге, ^ pd.) 104—103. — 
* From Birmingham Share List, 14 From Manchester Share List. Bank rate of discount 4 per cent. (October 31st, 1901). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, January 22nd. 
CHEMICALS, &c. This week. | Last week. Ine. or Deo. METALS. &o, (continued.) This week. | Last week. Ino. or Dec. 
Acid, H rochlorio ee. ee owt. 5/- 5 / ee ee ee oe to £66 £66 е7 р: 
iw оо шо Иа т „EEE mom 
а „ Охајо  .. ә .. рег owt. B2/- B2/- - O a 'Eleotrolytic) Bars. .. per ton £55 £70 £15 dee. 
а „ Sulphuric.. ee per сиё. 5/6 5/6 уч" 6 ы Fe Shee +» per ton £70 T : 
a Bal ..  .. per owt. / B9/ ° б n e Rod ^ .. per ton £63 £75 £12 dec. - 
а Ammonia, Muriate (orystal).. per ton £83 10 £88 10 Sis Н.С. Wire per lb. ка, Y ład. дес, 
a РА per ton * f Ebonite Rod 58 ҚА . per lb 28 45%. Ж- 
а Bleaching powder. .. per ton £1 £1 8 ] бешп ie. us. . so per d. К; . e 
a Bisulphide of Carbon .. .. per ton £15 £15 dii n German Bilver Wire vá .. per lb. 1/5 * we, 
a Borax a» „% „% Det CON £18 £18 "A h Gutta-percha fine... >..  .. per lb. 8J- x oo M. 
a Bensole (90 * УС. ae UE О ШЫ, 1i- 0 ҚА * India-rubber, Рага fina .. . per Ib. 8/4 to 8/5 8/4 to 8/5 DES. 
& n (50 Jee T .. per gal. 5/6 b T í Iron, Charcoal Sheets  .. per ton £18 21898 2232 
a Sulphate ee perton| £195 £19 5s. inc. í „ Pig (Cleveland warrants).. perton| 44/10 44/8 7d. inc. 
а Lead, Nitrate  .. perton 424 £24 ee { 4, Forgings, according to size per ton From £11 | From £11 s$* 3 
а „ White Sugar .. . per ton £81 £81 vá 6 Бо, 3 .. рег ton 47/6 to £0/- | 47/6 to 50/- že 
a му roby a EA $^ s» Ф рас 1 * * T é , Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton z it 2 33 e. 
3 Naphiha, Bolventt at 160°C). рк gal. 5/6 5/6 E 9 Lead, English Ingot ++ e+ per ton { £1126 [о £10 15 ino. 
a Po Bichromate, in ca rl Bd, ва, T 9 n " Bheet e? . per ton 41810 ws $e. m 
a „ Caustic (76/809) " ler ton #94 £24 ie m Manganin Wire No. .. per lb. В/- 8/- — 
е „„ Bisulphate .. per ton £85 £85 сё g Mercury (3 „ 4 Se ШЕНОН A8 16 £8 15 2 
hellac ++ per owt 125/- 125/- ix d Mica (in original cases), small .. per lb, | Bd.to9d. | Bd. to 9d. вә AX 
РА Sulphate ot "Magnesia .. .. per ton £4 10 £4 10 2 d ы й „ medium per Ib. 1/9 to 2/9 | 1/9 to 2/9 = 52 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 £6 5 да d large .. per Ib. 8/8t07/8 | 8/8 to 7 t 
s " рез рам ee .. per ton £5 10 £6 10 ee p Phosphor Bronze plain castin per lb, [1144.00 1/2 |113d. to 1/2 ee 
per ton £5 £5 d p М rolled bars & per lb, | 1/- t0 1/8 | 4/- to 1,8 
: &cda, баган (white 70 Ф) .. per ton £10 15 £10 15 - p " strip & sbeet per Ib. m 1/2 From 1/2 vos ** 
fig: e: .. рег ton £8 £8 hd o Platinum „„ „ DOLOR 44 1 44 1 oe 
a B . casks .. per Ib, 24d. 24d, is i Silicium Bronze Wire per Ib. 10d. to 1/- | 10d. to 1/- e 
Bteel, Magnet, acc'd' ng to desc'p'n per ton| From £16 to £40 ‘ee 
METALS, &о. " " in bars ee ee 200 6 TE C to ees 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton £148 £148 ee 5. DM bon... . e per ton. “pity” les 19 ] | £2 10 ine. 
b " Wire, in ton lots per ton £224 £224 ‘is 9 „ toil „ be DUET. 1/6 1/6 "T 
b Sheet, in ton lots per ton £191 £191 is n „ wire, Nos. 1 016 . рег 1Ь. 1/5 1/5 ee - 
р Babbitt’s metal ingots.. .. porton | 2765 to 2125 £75 to £125 p White Anti- friction Metals — — 8 
c Brass rolled metal T to 19") basis per lb, 7d. 7d. $5 " White Ant" brand . per ton| £85 to £65 | £85 to £66 T 
с (brazed) .. ee per lb, Rid. Sad. s j Yarns, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on ep'la per Ib. 7d, та. oe 
син ' ЕЕ drawn)  .. per lb, 734, 148, ж ў а Cion Flax. ee per lb. 5;d, е - 
е өө ee per lb, "d. "d. ХК j „ В ply 10 lbs. Russian e+ per ib. ' .. 
: Copper Tubes (brased) ee per lb. 91d, 93d. j » 10 tbs. Russian, single .. per lb. Ad. А ee 
(solid ев ee per 1р, 944, 94d. jé j 180 Ibs. Jute rove . per ton| £1026 #10 26 .. 
м Copper Bars aon selected) .. per ton £66 £66 24 k Zino, Bh". (Vielle Montagne vnd. ] per зоо 42110 £21 10 ө» 
IX VW T A Ra MS k монт Mere et, 
Quotatio 9 ві Aluminium tesi еввгв, James akspeare. [Oo., Ltd. | Quotations | ™ Messrs. Я 
upplied 3 4 — rw Bolton & Sons. e zl Messrs, Edward Till x. "E 3 JE Меввгв. P. Ormiston & Bons, 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
(Concluded from page 114.) 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEB ON MANUFACTURING ON THE VISIT 
OF THE INSTITUTION TO GERMANY IN 1901. 


(Read January 9th, 1902.) 


For convenience, the matter dealt with has been grouped under 
the following headings:— • 
1. Financial. 


c) Labour. 
(d) Treatment of employés. 
(e) Machine tools. 
(/) Driving of shops. 
(g) Miscellaneous. 
ign, &c 


(a) Switchboarda, 
(b) Direct-current dynamos and motors. 
(c) Alternators and alternating-current motors. 


1. FINANCIAL. 


This question poesesses considerable interest, as, at the time of 
the Institution visit, the German electrical industry was passing 
through a severe financial crisis. It would appear that the 
German Group Banking System, while enabling firms to start 
with ample capital, and, therefore, also with well-equipped works, 
has the disadvantage of fostering over-extension and over-produc- 
tion to such a degree that a period of trade depression becomes 
hard to face. The early summer of this year saw the collapse 
of two important industrial banks, and with them of one well- 
known electrical firm. A strain was thrown upon the whole 
industry, and, under the circumstances, it seems doubtful whether 
the system is really such an unmixed blessing as some would appear 
to suppose. 

The large and well-equipped works which are possible under this 
system have, of course, the advantage of reduced shop and manage- 
ment charges. Furthermore, specialised machine tools can be econo- 
mically employed, апа the staffs can be more highly paid, while the 
heads of departments may specialise to a greater extent. Whether, 
however, there is much gained in this direction after a certain size 
has been reached would appear doubtful. 

The financial relations which exist between the manufacturers 
and the banks on the one hand, and their customers on the other, 
would appear to be so extremely complicated that progress is to some 
extent retarded, though the system undoubtedly enables experiments 
to be carried out on a much larger scale than would otherwise be 
possible. 

It is a very noticeable fact that the consulting engineer occupies & 
much lesa prominent place in Germany than he dces in this country, 
owing, it would seem, to the same cause. It might almost be said, in 
fact, that the entire consulting work of Germany is carried out by two 
engineers, one of whom, be it stated, spent the greater part of his 
professional life in England. 


2. Works MANAGEMENT. 


(a) Buildings.—Large works follow from large undertakings’ 
There are two distinct ways of erecting large works. Of the first of 
these, which consists in building one large shop, the Allgemeine 
Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, of Berlin, is a typical example, while 
Messrs. Schuckert's Nüremberg factory may be taken as representa- 
tive of the plan of splitting up the works into several relatively 
smaller buildings. Each system has its advantages, and up to a 
certain size no dovbt the ease with which material can be handled 
and transferred from one department to another, the accessibility 
of every department and the general compactness, tell in favour of 
the first method. After a certain size, however, these advantages 
are less marked, and against them must be set the fact that it is 
almost impossible to extend one department without in some way 
encroaching upon another. Further, there is more chance of friction 
between heads of neighbouring departments where boundaries are 
to a large extent imaginary. Itmay be of interest to note that in 
America the Westinghouse Company lean to the large building plan, 
while the General Electric Company split up their works, on the 
second principle mentioned. 

As regards the organisation of departments, ayain two methods 
are possible. First, certain articles can be manufactured through- 
out in one department, or, secondly, all work of a similar nature, no 
matter for what p , can be carried out in the same department. 
Of the first system the Union Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, of Berlin, 
would appear to be the best example, while perhaps the A.E.G. 
instrument factory in Akerstrasse, Berlin, and Messrs. Siemens and 
Halske’s telegraph factory in Markgrafenstrasse might be included. 
The second method, however, seems to be by far the most general. 

(b) Staff.—One of the most noticeable features in all the works 
visited was the very large engineering staff employed. Oat of five 
firms of whom inquiries were made on this point the following were 
the proportions of staff to employés: 1 to 20; 1 to 7; 1to10; 1 
to 13; 1 to 20. 

It was somewhat difficult to find out exactly what was meant by 
“staff,” and 16 is possible that the above figures in many cases 
inelude some of the commercial department. Probably, however, 
after making all allowances, the average proportion would be one 
engineer to every ten men. The above figures do not include fore- 
men, but engineers only. In the case of one of the largest firms, 
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the foundry, which employs 200 men, has a technical staff con- 
sisting of a director, two assistant chemists, and two assistant elec- 
tricians, to say nothing of the usual clerks and foremen. The only 
explanation of these large staffs is either that the work done рег. 
man is less than with us or that much greater care is given to 
experimental detail and general testing. While the first explana- 
tion is, no doubt, in part correct, it is to be feared that the second is 
the main cause. 

Throughout some works small test- rooms were to be found 
scattered about, in which the various parte were carefully tested 
electrically as well as being merely “inspected.” The result has 
been found to be a great saving of labour in the end. 

It may be mentioned that owing to the excellent preliminary 
education obtained by all classes and to the great facilities given 
for technical education, the competition for subordinate posts of this 
description is great, and salaries are correspondingly small. 

A point of interest is that in most drawing offices the draftsmen 
are distinct from what may be termed “ calculators,” who collect 
and prepare for use by the draftsman the various data required. 
The mere recording of undigested results being of small value, the 
calculator would appear to be & most useful innovation. 

Another cause for the large staffs is that, as previously stated, 
much of the work done in this country by the consulting engineer is 
in Germany carried out by the contracting firm. As an example, it 
may be mentioned that the design of the overhead permanent-way 
construction for the Berlin Elevated Railway was got out by 
Messrs. Siemens & Halske's drawing office. While the commercial 
and technical departments appear to be kept quite separate, the 
head of each department is chosen for his commercial as well as for 
his technical abilities. The sales department appears usually to be 
in touch with the works only through the medium of the firm's 
5 The staff hours are from seven to seven and a half hours 
per day. 

(с) Labour.— Much difference of opinion seems to exist as to 
whether the German mechanic shows, or does not show, that soldier- 
like smartness and discipline with which he is usually credited. It 
was generally acknowledged that the output per man is less than that 
in England, while a considerable time seems to be wasted both in 
getting to work and in leaving off. Time recorders were noticeable 
in nearly all the shops visited. 

As to the hours of working, ia Berlin itself nine or ten hours, 
with two hours off in the middle of the day, would appear to be the 
rule. In the outskirts of the town there is a nine or ten hours’ day, 
with two breaks, of three-quarters of an hour and half an hour 
respectively, while in the country eleven and twelve hours’ work is 
still usual. 

Little information is available as to the rate of wages earned by 
mechanics, but the following wages paid at the Berlin Central Station, 
working ten-hour shifts, may be of interest : — 


Drivers and dynamo attendants receive 4d. to 44d. per hour. 
Stokers, 41d. to 44d. per hour. 

Switchboard attendants, 44d. to 54d. per hour. 

Unskilled labour, 3}d. per hour. 


It may mentioned that dynamo attendants and drivers are not 
above cleaning their dynamos and engines, and even scrubbing the 
floors of the engine rooms. Piece-work seems to be very little used, 
day-work being almost universal. As a rule cach man appears to work 
two machine tools, while in one instance a man was attending to no 
less than six. Female labour is extensively employed, but no data 
as to wages are available. 

(d) Treatment of Employés.—Large and comfortable dining-roome, 
&c., are invariably set apart for the staff, but the most noticeable 
feature is the great care and thought devoted to the safety and 
comfort of the men. First, every precaution is taken in the 
way of guarding and fencing in the machines, the law in this 
respect being very stringent; and, secondly, every convenience is 
provided to enable the men to wash and get tidy before leaving 
the works. Besides washing arrangements,- at various points 
about the works, a locker (preferably provided with wire netting 
sides, so as to be open to inspection) is allotted to each man in 
which to leave his clothes, and one firm at least allows its men 
ten minutes of its own time for washing, &c. Reading rooms 
and various clubs are organised, and in winter coffee can be 
obtained in each shop. The catering for the latter, which was under- 
taken at first by the firm, has since, in most cases, been taken over 
by the men. 

(e) Machine Tools.—Most of the works are well equipped with 
machine tools capable of dealing efficiently with large work, but the 
tools for medium-sized work appear less suitable and not as a rule 
particularly well handled. There was an almost entire absence of 
automatic machinery, which, considering the large size of the works 
and the high pitch to which standardisation has been pushed, would 
appear strange were it not for the low rate of wages which prevails. 
What machine tools were seen appeared to be built on the American 
lines of cheapness combined with strength sufficient for a few years, 
after which new and improved tools would be bought. 

A neat magnet for holding iron castings on to a milling or planing 
machine was shown. It consisted of an electro-magnet, the poles of 
which were cut into the shape of teeth and almost touched one 
another, being kept apart by a strip of brass following the curve of 
the teeth. The work was subsequently demagnetised by an alter- 
nating current. A similar arrangement was seen in the form of & 
magnetic lathe chuck. 

In one of the works the counter shafting driving lathes, &c., was 
all so fixed as to be readily movable along girders fixed to the 
ceiling, so that it could be moved to suit new machines as required. 

(f) Driving of Shops.—The usual practice would appear to be to 
use direct-current motors for this purpose, though the A. E. G. employ 
three-phase motors throughout, even for cranes, where a torque of 
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24 to three times the normal is said to be obtained at atarting with- 
out an excessive current. Whetber the load is rigidly coupled to the 
motor or is driven through a springy coupling could not be definitely 
ascertained. 

Small induction motors have as a rule short-circuited rotors and 
wire resistances in the (stator, while large motors are started by 
liquid resistances, usuallv in the rotor circuit. These resistances 
generally consist of lead plates dippiog into iron vessels containing 
the electrolyte which forms the neutral point of the system. When 
right down three switch contacts short circuit the whole resistance. 
A solution of soda is the liquid most generally used. Although the 
more general practice seems to be to employ a separate motor for 
each machine, some prominent exceptions were noticed. The 
feature of the machine tools at the Dresden Railway repairing 
shops was the speed cones. One set of cones is mounted on an 
adjustable frame which can be screwed up nearer to the second 
cones when required, so as to leave the belt slack for changing. 
The drive is in this case only 2 to 3 ft. 

As regards motor starting switches, there appears to be more 
metal employed than is usual eitherin this country or in America. 
Less attention is given to finish, but the whole construction seems 
more massive. In the case of one particular crane starter, the 
switch contacts consisted of blocks of carbon and copper pressed 
into a solid mass. 

(g) Miscellaneous.—The drawings employed in the shops of one 
firm were inked and coloured and mounted upon thick mill-board 
about 4 ft. square. In most of the other works visited, unmounted 
blue prints, say, 3 ft. by 2 ft., were used. In one works neat 
celluloid cases were used, into which the drawings could be slipped 
and so kept clean. 

The general impression gathered appears to be that everything 
looked as though it had been spccially made for the particular 
purpose in view, and not simply built up out of materials at hand. 
In other words, nothing in the nature of a make-shift was to be 
observed. 

Different works appeared to have had different objects in view, 
aome seeming to strive after neatness and workmanlike finish, others 
after solidity, and others again after cheapness of manufacture. 
Throughout it was noticeable that less attention was given to 
minute details of heating and efficiency, such as often loom so large 
in our own specifications, but rather to general adaptability, price 
being considered at any rate as an important feature if not as the 
most important feature. 

As regards fittings and wiring, the former appeared on the whole 
rather flimsy and “ cheap,” while the latter, though perbaps gafe, 
was, as a rule, to say the least of it, unsightly, consisting as it did 
almost exclusively either of metal pipes, or of wires lung on 
porcelain insulators, the latter being often found even in private 
houses. 


3.— DESIGN, &с. 


(a) Switchboards.—Nothing in the way of manufacture would 
appear to call for special notice, except, perhaps, the electrically or 
benzine-heated soldering irons used in some cases, the handle of the 
latter forming a reservoir for the benzine. Some small motor-driven 
portable drills were seen at work drilling marble slabe; the weight 
of the motor, which rested upon the slab, exerting sufficient pres- 
sure to press the drill home. 

White marble slabs are almost exclusively used, the joints being 
either left exposed, or being covered up by half- round strips of brass 
fixed against them. 

High-tension fittings were mounted upon porcelain insulators, 
and in the case of high-tension switches, which were usually fixed 
behind the board with insulated levcrs passing through to the front, 
very long breaks were allowed. That for 3,000 volts would be 10 to 
15 in., and for 10,000 volts 20 to 30 in. as an average. 

A heavy current fuse for 9,000 amperes at 220 volts was shown, 
which consisted of 8 or 10 “ pressspahn ” tubes, each with a copper 
wire passing through.it, and all connected in parallel, the whole 
being contained in an outer protecting glass tube, 24 in. in diameter. 
Some high-tension fuses were seen constructed on the same prin- 
ciple, only having glass tubes in place of “ pressspahn." In this 
connection the so-called Stoepsel (plug) fuses should be mentioned. 
The fuse itself is mounted in a small round box fitted with an 
Edison screw cap, so that by merely screwing it into place, the fuse 
is inserted in circuit. Several ingenious methods are employed to 
render these fuses more interchangeable. The usual practice seemed 
to be to fix all switches, &c., in a room behind the board, while 
regulating resistances are placed in a cellar below the switchboard 
gallery. 

As regards measuring instruments, the most noticeable feature 
was, perhaps, the want of originality in adapting them to modern 
requirements. Whilst in tbis country edgewise and illuminated 
dial instruments bave been long used, nothing but round dials, 6 in. 
and 8 in. in diamcter, were to be seen. A very large number of 
hot-wire ammeters and voltmeters were in use, but the general 
opinion appeared to be that now that satisfactory dead-beat instru- 
ments for alternating currents can be obtained, they will no longer 
be £o extensively employed. The entire absence of all recording 
instruments was very noticeable. Most of the alternating-current 
boards were provided with round, direct-reading wattmeters—a 
practice which might well be copied in this country 

(b) Direct Current Dynamos and Motors. Although the direct cur- 
rent dynamo occupies a place of comparatively small importance in 
Germany, it is evident that its design has received very careful 
study, and great uniformity, both as regards manufacture and 
design, is noticeable. Increase in diameter and reduction in arma- 
ture length seems to be the general tendency at the present time. 

Whilst it is impossible to go into detail, a few of the main pointe 
noticeable may be enumerated. With one exception, paper is used 
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as the insulating material for armature core plates. Many laminated 
poles were met with, the laminations being about р, in. thick. The 
whole armature and commutator were always well ventilated, and 
usually a clear hole was left right through from end to end. Formers 
for small machines are usually made of some such material as press- 
spahn or stabilit, while for larger machines zinc is usually employed. 
Wood flanges are never used. One firm builds up its armature core 
plates and mills out the slots afterwards; if this is done dry there 
are said to be no evil effects due to eddy currents. Multipolar 
machines are almost universally series coupled, so as to avoid cross 
currents arising from unequal pole strengths. When heavy currents 
have to be carried, two or three series coupled windings are con- 
nected in parallel. With the exception of one firm, cast-steel is 
almost universally used in place of cast-iron except in very small 
sizes. Almost all the armature coils are wound upon frames ready 
for slipping into place, and the taping is done by a neat machine 
worked by a small motor. 

(c) Alternators and Alternating Current Motors.—The methods of 
manufacture and desiyn in the case of these machines appear to be 
much more tentative and experimental than is the case with direct 
current machines. Stationary external armatures are universal, 
while many magnets are wound with copper strip on edge left bare 
on the outer surface and insulated by “ pressspahn" or some similar 
material. The winding of these coils is a matter of considerable 
difficulty, but if well done they have a neat appearance and the 

cooling surface is of course very effective. The armature windings 
are usually threaded through micanite tubes, extending in the case 
of high-tension machines some 2 or 3 in. at either end. 

Leblanc “amortisseurs” are much used to improve parallel run- 
ning, but the short-circuit pieces only extend through the width of 
a single pole and not from pole to pole as was at one time usual. 
The same effect is produced in some cases, though of course less 
efficiently, by the use of massive pole-pieces. As regards parallel 
running it may be remarked that it is most unusual to connect an 
unloaded machine on to the bus bars, an artificial load being still 
almost always used. 

The tendency now appears to be to “wind” the rotors of even 
the smallest induction motors, and even when short-cirouited rotors 
are used the “squirrel cage " is often replaced by a winding, in which 
the current has to pass through two or three turns in succession. In 
one firm at least ia careful test ів made by means of а lamp for 
contact between the core plates and the bolts holding them 
together. 

The A. E. G.“ have lately introduced a novel method of holding 
the armature plates of alternators ; in place of the massive cast-iron 
or cast-steel frames into which the core plates are usually fixed, two 
rings, one at either side and bolted through, are employed. These 
carry the necessary feet for holding down the machine, and are 
strengthened by six or eight tie rods forming chords to the circle. 
This lightens the machine and gives a larger cooling surface to the 
core. A large three-phase machine of this type is running at the 
A.E.G. supply station, giving 1,000 xw. at 107 revolutions per 


minute. It is said that by unscrewing two of the tie rods, together 


with the clamps on the cast-iron rings, it is possible to lift off the 
top half without fear of springing. Further, as the machine gets 
hot the armature discs expand more than the tie rods, and the only 
effect is, therefore, to stiffen the whole stracture. 

In conclusion, the Committee records its thanks to its reporters: 
Messrs. L. Andrews, H. W. Clothier, C. Day, K. Edgcumbe, А. Н. 
Foyster, H. A. Mavor, and P. W. Sankey. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES 
ON THE VISIT OF THE INSTITUTION TO GERMANY IN 1901. 


(Read January 9th, 1902.) 


The members invited to report on telephones visited the Berlin 
Exchange, where a flat board is in use, arranged for 16,000 sub- 
scribers. This board is similar to that exhibited by Messrs.- 
Siemens & Halske in the Paris Exhibition, and is divided into 
sections each about 6 ft. in length by 4 ft. wide, to which the whole 
of the 16,000 subscribers will finally be connected. Each section 
was in charge of six operators, and each operator attended to 100 
subscribers. 

The jack and indicator are combined, saving the space usually 
occupied by the separate indicator. The indicator consists of a white 
plunger, which becomes visible in the centre of the jack on the sub- 
scriber calling the exchange. This plunger is depressed out of sight 
by the insertion of a plug in the jack. 

The multiple jacks used can be individually removed from the 
under-side of the board for cleaning or repairs, and easily reinserted 
by the use of a special tool, thus saving the necessity for removing 
the whole strip for repair to a single jack. 

The rates of charge are as follows: 


FLAT RATE. 


M. 180 a year per line for conversations in Berlin and the follow- 
ing suburbs, called Vororte " :—Adlershof, Charlottenburg, Friede- 
nau, Friedrichsburg, near Berlin, Neu-Weissensee, Nieder-Schine- 
weide, Mühlenbeck (Bez. Berlin), Pankow bei Berlin, Reinickendorf 
(Ost), Rixdorf, Rummelsburg bei Berlin, Templehof, Wilmersdorf 
bei Berlin. 

M. 200 a year per line for conversations in Berlin in the 
„Vororte and the following suburbs, called Nachbarorte :— 
Copenick, Friedrichsbagen, Gross-Lichterfelde, Grünau, Hoppe- 
garten, Ludwigsfelde, Neuenhagen, Nowawes-Neuendorf, Oranien- 
burg, Potsdam, Spandau, Steglitz, Tegel, Wannsee, Zehlendorf. 
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MEASURED SERVICE Rare, at 5 Pfg. each. (400 connections a year 
obligatory.) 
M. 100 a year per line for Berlin and the suburbs called 
ororte.” 


М. 05 extra for each connection to suburbs called. Nach- 
barorte.’’ 


CoINn-IN-THE-SLOT a MACHINES. 


М. 20 for three minutes in Berlin and the Vororte.“ 

М. 25 for three minutes in Berlin and the Nachbarorte.” 

About 25 per cent. of the present subacribers are on the toll rate 
and 75 per cent. on the flat rate. | 

It was stated that each operator can attend to from 100 to 160 
subscribers on the flat rate, and the average number of calls per 
subscriber per day is given as about 16. On the toll rate each 
operator can attend to from 250 subscribers, and the average 
number of calls per subscriber per day is stated to be two. 

In the larger towns nickel-in-the-slot telephone apparatus for the 
general public had been largely introduced. 

As N between traction overhead wires and tele- 
graph and telephone wires, while guard wires were used in some 

guard nets seemed to be favoured in others. These had a 

wide mesh, perhaps 9 in. to 1 ft. In Hanover, on the other hand, 
some of the span wires for the trolley wire itself were attached to 
the iron telegraph posts. 

The telephone service in Berlin is discontinued when thunder- 
storms are threatening. 
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STANDARDISATION OF ENGINES 
AND DYNAMOS.° 


1.1 THE Committee on Standardisation of Engines and Dynamos 
has now completed its labours and has the pleasure to submit its 
final report, which it hopes will prove satisfactory to the Society. 

Since our last report at Milwaukee, the Committec has continued 
its work on the same lines as hitherto, taking up carefully with 
manufacturers of engines and generators the points remaining to be 
standardised. We are glad to be able to repeat what we have said 
in previous reports, that the comments which have been received are 
almost without exception commendatory, and show not only a 
willingness to adopt the Committce’s recommendations, but an 
appreciation of the work which has been done. 

2. The Committee’s investigation has covered the standardisation 
of the following points :— 


(1) The standard sizes of units recommended. 

(5) The corresponding revolutions per minute for these units. 

3) The sizes of shafts for the two classes of centie-crank and 
side-crank engines. 

(4) The length along the shaft required for the generator. 

(5) The height of axis or shaft over top of sub-base. 

(9) The width of top of sub-base. 

7) Armature fit. 

8) Overload capacity of engines and generators. 

8 Brush holders. = i 

(10) Holding-down bolte, keys, and outboard bearings. 


Size or UNITS. 


3. Our endeavour has been to reduce the number of standard 
units to the fewest sizes. This will commend itself to all manu- 
facturers as tending to reduce the great number of patterns required 
to be kept on hand. For reasons stated in our report to the 
Milwaukee meeting, the largest size embraced in our list is 200-k w. 
capacity. 

In this connection our report only covera the standardisation of 
direct current generators. 


REVOLUTIONS. 


4. These standard speeds have been chosen after careful delibera- 
tion and investigation of the practice of all the engine and genera- 
tor builders in the country. It will be observed that we have 
provided for a permissible variation of speed of 5 per cent. above or 
below the mean speed, which we recommend ; an examination of the 
practice of all the engine and generator builders shows that this 
covers practically all the machines which may be considered asa 
standard make at the present time, and we have been assured by 
some builders whose conditions differ somewhat that if there is a 
general agreement upon the scheme outlined, they will b; prepared 
to change their machinery to conform to the recommendations. 


Е SHAFT DIAMETERS, 


5. These are also the result of careful analysis of the existing 
practice of all manufacturers and a consideration of all the con- 
ditions affecting the diameter of the shaft. The preliminary report 
which we sent out tothe manufacturers has elicited only a few 
adverse criticisms, aud these, after correspondence, were withdrawn. 

In order that the reason for the diameters of shafts that we have 
recommended shall be thoroughly understood, we may explain that 
(especially in shafts for side-crank engines) the permissible detlec- 
tion has determined the diameter. This, in some cases, is larger 
than would have been necessary for torsion and bending where 
deflection did not have to be considered. 


* Final report of Committee presented at the New York meeting 
(December, 1901) of the American Society of Mcchanical 
Engineers. 


As cases sometimes arise where cross-compound engines or double 
engines are connected to generators coming within our recommenda- 
tion, and as such unite require considerably larger shafts than those 
given in our tables, we deem it necessary to state, specifically, that 
our recommendations apply only to engines of usual proportions, 


with the generator attached at the side of, instead of between, the 


cranks, j 
LENGTH OF GENERATOR ALONG THE SHAFT. 


6. When we came to investigate the question of length along the 


shaft (between limit lines) to be provided for the generators, we 


found that the practice of manufacturers required provision for two 
classes, which may be called “long” and “short” generators. 

It would, of course, have been much better if we could have pro- 
vided for but a single class, with a small allowance for variation, 
but there is such a marked difference in the lengths for the same 
power that we have deemed it best to make provision for these two 
classes, so that the engine builders can govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. It will be noticed that the maximum difference in 
lengths between the two classes is 6 in., which in the small sizes 
is reduced to 5 in. 

In the case where an engine is to be provided for a generator 
which falls into the “long” class, but which is only a little over 
the limit for the “short” class, or one which is considerably less 
than the maximum of the “short” class, the excess clearance is to 
be provided for on the side next to the engine; that is to say, the 
side away from the commutator. 

We have carefully considered the fact that for these varying 


lengths of generator and shaft the engine builder has to provide : 


different lengths of sub-base, and in order to reduce the expense of 


patterns here to a minimum, our idea is that these patterns would . 


be made so that the end away from the commutator can be extended 
the necessary amount, 5 or 6 in., to take care of the increased 


Ф length of bed. Obviously, this means simply a standard pattern 


with a standard adjustable end for each unit. 


HEIGHT OF SHAFT. 


7. Asis well known, there are two classes of generators to be 
provided for under this head: Those which are split vertically, and 
those which are split horizontally. The former have a flat base 
which rests directly upon the flat top of the sub-base, while the 
latter have feet which take the weight of the generator. 

In order to arrange that the engine builders’ patterns may be 
reduced to a minimum and still may be stock patterns, which will 
fit every style of machine, we have chosen dimensions for height of 
axis of shaft above top of sub-base sufficient to allow for the 
vertically-split machines, and also, except as stated later, to clear 
the periphery of the horizontally-split machines. 

AS will be seen, the scheme provides for a main pattern to which 
patterns for the stools and seatings for both horizontally and 
vertically-split generators can be attached before the pattern is sent 
to the foundry—stools for the horizontally-split machines and 
rectangular seatings for the vertically-split machines. 

In the case of the 150 and 200-x w. units, we have provided for a 
recess in the top of sub-base to allow the lower part of some 
horizontally-split generator frames to be accommodated, and so to 
avoid unduly raising the centre of the shaft. In the case of the 
vertically-split machines and those which are split horizontally aod 
do uot need this recess, the top of the sub-base will be flat and 
continuous. 

WipTH oF Тор or бив-ВАЗЕ. 


8. This has been decided by careful examination of existing prac- 
tice, and we believe that the figures we have recommended will 
cover the necessities for all sizes of generators. 


ARMATURE FIT. 


9. The matter of armature fit has received very careful considera- 
tion from the committee, and our recommendation is for what is 
known as a single fit. 

We have obtained the opinions of manufacturers in respect to 
the allowance to be made for a pressed fit, and fiad that allowances 
of Tuo in. for shafts 4 in. to 6 in., inclusive, and ; (75, in. for shafts 
64 in. to 11 in., inclusive, represent the best existing practice. 

The armature bore is to be the exact size given in the table, and 
the allowance is to be made by the increase of diameter of engine 
shaft. 

We believe that in order to secure the best results, it will be 
necessary to work to a definite gauge; to this end we recommend 
that the generator builder furnish a gauge the exact diameter 
of the bore and the engine builder make the necessary allowance 
for the pressed fit, as recommended. This will avoid uncertainty 
as to the responsibility for the tit. 


OVERLOAD CAPACITY OF ENGINES AND GENERATORS. 


10. All the features of our recommendation have во far had to do 
with the question of dimensions as affected by the mutual relations 
of the generator and the engine. An important point, however, 
which affects both the generator and the engine, is that of the over- 
load capacity which can reasonably be expected. As is doubtless 
well known, generator builders are frequently called upon to pro- 
vide, during short periods, for overloads of as much as 50 per cent., 
and in occasional cases of even 100 per cent. 

It is evident to every engine builder that to provide an engine 
large enough to drive the generator under such extreme overload 
capacities, gives an unreasonably large engine for the rated load, 
and seriously interferes with the economy with which the power is 
produced. : 

Bearing in mind that our recommendations are entirely for 

tandard practice, we are led to recommend that the standard over- 
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load rating of any direct-connected unit should not in any case 
exceed 25 per cent. of the rated capacity. 

It will, of course, be understood that under these conditions of 
overload the economy of the unit should not be expected to be as 
high as when operated at the rated load. We have also been asked 
by some engine builders to call attention to the importance of giving 
the unit special attention when it is so operated. 

If, under peculiar conditions, a higher overload capacity is de- 
manded, it must be understood that this is a special case not 
covered by the standard machines, and provision must accordingly 
be made for meeting thig demand. І 


Ввовн HOLDERS. 


11. We recommend what we believe is now the practice of the 
best generator builders, that the brush-holder rigging shall be sup- 
ported upon the generator frame. This, we think, will commend 
itself, as it makes the electrical part of the outfit entirely self- 


contained. 
(To be continued.) 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


LXXXIX.—LLANDUDNO ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND 
TRAMWAYS. 


SUMMARY. 


Extent of Contract.—Supply and erection upon prepared founda- 
tions of two 150-kw. steam dynamos. is 
Type f Engines.—To be of two-crank vertical high speed type. 

Speed.—Not to excced 350 revolutions per minute. 

Steam Pressure.—140 lbs. per sq. in. at stop valve when engines 
working cither condensing or non-condensing. 

Output of Dynamos.—Normal load 150 Kw., each machine to be 
capable of taking an overload of 25 per cent. for short periods 
without undue heating or any sparking at the brushes. 

Voltage and Winding.—As shunt machines, to give full output of 
100 kw. at any voltage between 460 and 500 volta. | 

As compound machines, to give 500 volts at no load and 550 volts 
when acurrent of 275 amperes is flowing. 

Temperature Kise.—Not to exceed 70° F. above surrounding 
atmosphere after 12 hours’ run at normal full load. 

Parallel Working.—Successful parallel running when working as 
compound machines must be guaranteed. 

Commutator.—'To have a radial depth of wearing of not less than 
1 in. 

Current Density in Carbon Brushes.— Not to exceed 35 amperes 
per sq. in. when machine is working at 25 per cent. overload. 

Guarantees, —Steam consumption and efficiency guarantees to be 
stated in tender. 

Specified Date of Completion.—First set by June 14th, 1902; 
second set by July 26th, 1902. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—One per cent. per week on the total 
contract price, equal to 2 per cent. per week on the contract price 
per set. 

Terms of Payment.— Fifty per cent. on delivery, further forty per 
cent. on completion, ten per cent. at end of six months’ period of 
maintenance. 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foreman.—Stringent. 
ments. | 

Stipulations as to Wages to be paid to Workmen.—Satisfactory. 

Arbitration Propesals.—Stringeot. See comments. 

Date for Кесеїрі of T'ender.—F'ebruary 3rd, 1902. 


Sce com- 


This specification has been prepared by Mr. Harold Morton, the 
electrical engineer to the Llandudno Town Council. 

Its provisions are on the whole of an acceptable character, and we 
have little but commendation for the manner in which the tech- 
nical parts have been prepared. The arrangement of the paragraphs 
might be improved, but there is no attempt to unduly limit the 
discretion or responsibility of the tenderer. 

Guarantees are to be given by tenderers, and tests will be taken 
at the engine makers’ works before delivery to verify the figures 
given in the tender. 

It would be more in accord with modern practice if the penalty 
for late completion were calculated on the contract price per set; in 
its present form there is no difference whether one or both sets are 
late, and if only one set be behind time the penalty works out as 
2 per cent. per week upon the contract price of that set. 

Tenderers should carefully note the well-defined liabilities of the 
contractor, especially as regards accuracy of drawings and sufficiency 
of foundations. | 

Standard rates of wages are to be paid and usual hours of labour 
observed. In our opinion the powers claimed by the engineer in 
the matter of his employing workmen at the expense of the con- 
tractor are too extensive, and should be moditied in the final 
contract. 

In the same manner the arbitration clause should be unlimited in 
its operation; at present nearly all possible causes of differences of 
opinion are excluded from its operation. It is a point we are often 
called upon to urge on young consultants, that if a specification is 
properly drawn ор there is nothing to fear from an unlimited arbi- 
tration clause. Our leading consulting engineers set a good example 


in this respect; almost without exception they are willing to submit 
to independent arbitration any dispute arising out of their contracta, 
and we wish that their practice were more frequently followed by 
younger men. 


THE RECENT STREET ELECTRIC 
EXPLOSIONS IN THE CITY. 


BOARD OF TRAD INQUIRY. 


On Wednesday, at the Guildhall, Mr. A. P. Trotter, of the Board of 
Trade, opened an inquiry into the explosions which occurred on 
January 4th and 5th in the City in connection with the electric 
light. Sir H. Crawford, the City solicitor, represented the City 
Corporation; Mr. Roskill, the City of London Electric Lighting 
Company; and Mr. Wilmot Seale (secretary of the Charing Croes 
and Strand Electricity Supply Company), represented his company. 

The inquiry was held in the Old Councit Chamber, and the 
evidence took such a conversational turn between the Board of 
Trade inspector and the witnesses, that it was impossible for the 
press, who were located behind the parties, to follow the proceedings 
at some pointe. 

Police-Constable WARE was the first witness called, and stated 
that being on duty at Newgate Street on January 4th, his attention 
was drawn to smoke issuing from a manhole opposite Giltepur 
Street, Holborn Viaduct, An employé of the Charing Cross and 
Strand Company went down, and was overcome by the smoke. 
Subsequently, a gentleman named Smith, who said he was an engi- 
neer of the Charing Cross and Strand Company, came, and stated 
that the wires had been fused and caused the accident. : 

Police-Constable NEAL deposed to seeing smoke coming from 
three chambers in Newgate Street. One belonged to the Charing 
Cross and Strand Company, and two to the City of London Com- 
pany. There was nothing said by the employés of the Charing 
Cross Company at the time about a match being lighted. 

А boy named GooLz, who was injured by the explosion which 
took place in one of the Newgate Street boxes, said he noticed a 
man go down the hole with a lantern,'and immediately the explosion 
occurred. 

Police-Constable Ноттом, on duty in the neighbourhood, saw three 
explosions in Newgate Street, the second explosion occurred three 
minutes after the first, and the third a minute after the second. 

Mr. W.H. PATCHELL,the chief engineer of the company, stated that 
the Charing Cross and Strand Company had powers entrusted to them 
under the City Electric Lighting Order, and proceeded to describe the 
system adopted by the company. They supplied direct current on 
three wires with 200 volts, and the network was complete in that 
portion of the City where the explosions occurred. They worked. 
with & constant earth test, and the indicators were never off. Oa 
the Friday preceding the explosion there was some earth leakage, 
and they were trying to find where it was. They worked at 
this on the Saturday, and at one o'clock on that day the engineer- 
in-charge thought there was nothing in it, and stopped discon- 
necting. The engineer, Mr. Harpham, left instructions to have 
other disconnections made, in readiness for his coming back at ten 
o'clock on Monday morning. About 1.20 they saw a sudden load 
come on, and he was telephoned for. Mr. Harpham began to dis- 
connect, and sent men to the Giltspur Street box; one of 
the men tried to get into the box, and was overcome. Then they 
got information from a customer at King Edward Street, that smoke 
was coming into his cellar, and they sent to disconnect there; 
they found that the distributor had burned 2 ft., and the feeder was 
burned below the distributor, but the cables below were not injured. 
The jointer went into the King Edward Street box with a lantern, 
and an explosion occurred. Ten minutes afterwards another man 
went into the box again and struck a match, and there was another 
fire. The man got out, and as he was doing 80, he saw the lid of the 
box of the City of London Company go up. That was the only 
other box he had heard of until the policeman mentioned another 
that morning. Witness produced a number of plans showing the 
position of the boxes in Newgate Street. There was nothing to 
show that the explosion in the City of London Company's box was 
due to the explosion in his company's box, and he saw no electrical 
connection between their burn-out and the simultaneous burn-out of 
the City of London Company. So far as he knew, there was no 
connection between the two. 

WITNESS was cross-examined at considerable length by Sir H. 
CRAWFORD, and said this was not the only explosion they bad had. 
They had had two in Paternoster, Row, and the reason assigned 
was, that the connectors came in contact. It was true that the 
Corporation had communicated with his company as to the inspec- 
tion of boxes, and the reply sent was, that it was not necessary to 
make a fixed rule as to iuspection. Some of their boxes were in- 
spected fortnightly, some monthly, and in some cases it was only 
necessary to inspect every two months. What led them to inspect 
the box at Giltspur Street was, that they went there to disconnect. 
If they got an earth in the district they broke the network into 
smaller sections aud tested each section. That was what they were 
doing on the day of the explosion. At 1 o'clock on the Saturday 
the engineer thought tbat all that was necessary had been done, 
and knocked off work. But for the coincidence of the load coming 
about a quarter past one, there would have been no one engaged in 
street work. They knew there was something wrong then. If he 
had been there he would probably have taken down a lantern the 
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same аз the workman did. He accounted for the explosion and the 
smoke by the inflammable vapour given off by the bitamen. He 
did not think it was a wise thing for a man to light a match after 
the first explosion. He could not say whether the explosion in 
се City Company’s box was due to the explosion in his company’s 


The Crry Sortcrron: As the result of your investigation, you 
think no better system could be followed by your company for the 
safety of the public with regard to the insulation of cables ?—I do 
not think so. 

Or with regard to the use of bitumen ?—I do not think so. The 
only thing is, in the case of a short, to keep the bitumen gas 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the place where it is given off. 

With regard to the inspection, are you prepared to undertake to 
inspect more frequently in the City ?— We have men going round 
constantly, and I do not think any inspection would have shown 
this. The box where this occurred could not have been inspected, 
as you would have to dig it out. 

Did you know that your engineer thought it was likely there 
would be an upheaving of the streete, and asked the police to take 
the necessary steps ?—1 was not aware of that. 

In cross-examination by Mr. RoskiLL, WITNESS said the system 
adopted by his company was the solid system, which was a dearer 
syetem than the draw-in system. He did not think theré could be 
two opinions about that in the minds of those who understood the 
question. In the solid system the cables were buried, and there- 
fore they had to anticipate their future requiremente. "Their system 
was not altogether solid, as they had spare ways for future require- 
menta. The cables were put into a box and bituminous matter was 
poured over them to fill the boxes. 

You have said that one box was completely burned out and no 
bituminous matter left. The inference is that the whole of it 
became vapour ?—The volatile matter. 

Is it not reasonable to presume that wherever there is a leak you 
are likely to meet with similar accidents owing to the system 
adopted ?—Yes and no; if things were left exactly as they are, yes. 
It shows we must cut tbe district into smaller areas than at 
present. 

Continuing, WriTNESS raid they did not use any fuses in their 
boxes; they took up a great deal of room, and were a source of 
danger. Of course, the suggestion made was that the bituminous gas 
went from their system to the City system, but he did not admit 

Mr. RoskiLL: If there is a crack in the ground underneath you, 
how do you propose to prevent the gas entering our system ?—If the 
vapour geta into your boxes, there must be something wrong in your 
box to enable it to get in. 

In re-examination by Mr. SEALE, WirNEss said the solid system 
was approved by the Board of Trade. All the inspection in the 
world would not have discovered what took place, as it was gas 

at the moment which exploded when the lantern was 
taken into the box. 

Mr. RosKILL: Does the question of inspection apply in equal 
force to a system which is only partly solid ?—When you have a 
draw-in system you have to inspect more frequently. 

Mr. TROTTER: If you have spare ways, you might transmit coal 
gas; therefore, it appears that you want as much ventilation and 
inspection ?—Yes. 

Have you ever known an explosion before from bituminous matter ? 
—No. 

Is it, as far as you are aware, the first explosion which has taken 
place with the solid system with bitumen ?— Yes. 

Several workmen, and Mr. Har; ham, engineer, were called and 
examined in reference to the Newgate Street explosions, and the 
last witness endorsed the views of Mr. Patchell. 

Police evidence was then called with regard to the second explo- 
sion, which occurred in Ludgate Hill on Sunday, January 5th. It 
was stated that flame came from the box of the City of London 
Electric Light Company there for 40 minutes, the fire being 
eventually subdued by means of sand by the Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade. 

Mr. Faank BAILEY, the chief engineerof the City of London Electric 
Lighting Company, first dealing with the Newgate Street explosion, 
said that the distributing main of his company was uncovered on 
the Monday following the explosion, and a section was cut out and 
was now at their office. They found that the bituminous casing 
showed distinct signs of having been heated, and they had, there- 
fore, conclusive proof that the cause of the fire was external, either 
due to the temperature of the surrounding soil or to a direct flame 
issuing from the subsoil. He thought that if there was & fissure in 
the soil between the box of the Strand Company and the box of his 
company the vapour would come along, and if it got into their box 
there would probably be sufficient oxygen to cause an explosion. 
That was the only thing to which he could attribute that accident. 
With regard to the Ludgate Hill explosion, he believed it was due 
to the metallic covering of his cables having to carry an excessive 
leakage current produced by another company, who did not take 
sufficient precautions to guard their cables. The reason why the 
explosion did not take place till later was that the day was 
exceedingly wet, and moisture got into the box. He thought the 
Cbaring Cross Company ought to provide metallic covers and 
should more frequeutly inspect their boxes. 

In answer to Mr. SEeALB, Witness said his point was that the 
Charing Cross Company was producing dangerous earth currents, 
and his company was getting rid of them at great cost. He agrecd 
that the solid system would be the best if it were properly carried 
out, but it was not the best as done by the Charing Cross Company, 

By Bir Н. Crawrorp: He considered that his company’s system 
was better than the system as carried owt by the Charing Cross 


Company. 


Mr. J. P. Воск, superintendent of the mains of the City of 
London Company, gave evidence as to a number of cases in which 
the Strand Company had injured the mains of the City Company, 
and Mr. Wordingham, of Manchester, was called, and stated that 
while he did not think it possible to have a true explosion on the 
solid system, it was possible to have a burn out. He thought it 
was very difficult to trace any connection between the explosion 
which took place in Newgate Street and the one which occurred 
12 hours later in Ludgate Hill. 

The inquiry then closed, and Mr. Trotter said he would report to 
the Board of Trade. | 
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THE LONDON ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


On Monday afternoon a company of close upon 100 gentlemen 
representing electrical manufacturers and contractors, met at 
Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C., for the purpose of talking 
over together numerous grievances under which contracting firms 
labour. Mr. H. M. Paisley, who was described as an impartia 
solicitor not connected with the electrical trade, was voted to the 
chair, and Mr. Е, J. Hogan, the hon. secretary, then read ont letters 
received from 26 manufacturing houses in reply to one sent out for 
the purpose of ascertaining their views in regard to the existing 
difficulties. These letters, for the most part, approved of the principle 
of the Association, but many of the firms withheld from actual member- 
ship until they knew the names of other manufacturers who were 
joining the movement. Mr. W. R. Wood ward, the president of the 
L. E. C. A., addressed the meeting, opening the ball, во to speak, for 
а general discussion. Merely for purposes of debate, he moved the 
following resolution: —“ That this meeting of manufacturers, supply 
houses, and contractors, considers that the best interests of the eleo- 
trical trade will be served by manufacturers and supply houses 
adopting the principle of allowing no one outside the recognised 
electrical trade a greater percentage of discount than 

of the trade discount, and that the electrical trades sha 

mean apy house carrying on business as such, or that has 
a department under the superintendence of a duly qualified 
man." This resolution was seconded by Mr. С. L. Troup, 
and eonsiderable discussion ensued. Mr. Simon (Simon, Berry 
and Co.), said that it was necessary for 16 to be defined 
what the words “ electrical trades” were to mean before they could 
come to a satisfactory conclusion. What would they consider rail- 
ways, docks, m. ines, mills and such like? Mr. Woodward said that 
dock companies would never come to the contractor. Mr. Bevis 
(of the General Electric Company, Limited) asked whether they 
were talking about fittings only, or about the whole electrical 
business? What about medical electrical apparatus in which con- 
tractors present did nothing? The London Dock Companies had a 
large contract every year for carbons. As it was they could only 
hold their own, and as often as not the order went abroad. If they 
only gave & reduced discount they would simply lose the order, aud 
the German agent would run away with the whole business. He 
took exception to a remark from Mr. Troup that dock orders were 
bound to come direct to the manufacturers. German agents supplied 
contractors at the same prices as they supplied other people. He 
said that 50 per cent. atleast of the electrical contractors bought 
from the German agents. Mr. Oppenheimer said that the resolution 
could not be adopted until it had been thoroughly threshed out. 
Tbere were points on which he was in agreement with contractors, 
but how were they to scrutinise between the shipper and the 
contractor. Mr. Woodward said that what they objectedito was that 
manufacturers took orders from shippers and delivered, say, to 
Brondesbury. A shipping order delivered to export packers was all 
right. The next speaker, a north-country contractor, thought 
that suppliers could diminish €he discount to steel works, mills, and 
80 forth gradually, and give the full reduction to the legitimate 
trade only. The manufacturer and merchant, to all intents and 
purposes, were one. As to the bogey of foreign com- 
petition, contractors did not want to go to Germany for 
material. They would use English material in every case, 
because it was better at the same price, if only suppliers would 
allow them. Another contractor referred to the position of architects 
who obtained full trade discounts from suppliers. There was here a 
distinct tendency to introduce iuto the discussion personal remarks 
regarding certain firme, but, happily, an end was put to this by a 
protest offered by Mr. Rawlings, and largely supported by the 
meeting. A question was asked as to how Mr. Woodward would deal 
with ironmongers, and the reply given was “If you have a depart- 
ment under the charge of a qualified man, you are an electrical 
engineer, and should be entitled to all the privileges that we 
receive." Mr. Justus Eck, of the Union Electric Company, referred 
to the point as to how they were to deal with municipalities. He 
had been an electrical engineer to a contractor for 10 years, and had 
bad great difficulty in finding his bread and butter. Many a time 
had he gone to place a “ fitting " order, and found that the architect or 
consultiug engineer was given 5 per cent. for cash, but never any 
trade discount. Mr. Rawlings said that, as member of a municipal 
body, he frequently saw invoices which showed him that municipal 
bodies sometimes got better terms than he took himself as a con- 
tractor. He said some hard things about consulting engineers and 
trade discounts. A consulting engineer was not a trader, and he 
would be insulted if they called him one. Mr. Douglas Bate 
(Stewart Electrical Sgndicate) said that his personal difficulty 
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was that the contractor would not support suppliers in any way. 
He (the contractor) would buy in the cheapest market. He 
had again and again drawn attention in the electrical press 
to the fact that there were firms of wholesalers and installation 
engineers who had entered into an alliance one with the other—one 
half to be a contracting firm, and the other half a wholesale house. 
Such firms were supported, but suppliers were not supported in the 
way that they should be. Could they not get the trade to agree 
together that they would not act one day as consulting engineers, 
the next as manufacturers, and the third as agents? The contractors 
had it in their power to do it. He had received letters from con- 
sulting engineers asking trade discounts. He had always replied 
that they are given to the trade only, and had asked them for their 
“trade card.” If they, аз suppliers, were supported, they would 
support the contractors, but if not, the contractors could not expect 
them to put themselves out one inch to help them. 

Mr. Woodward withdrew his resolution, and one for the appoint- 
ment of a joint committee from both sides was placed before the 
meeting. On this point Mr. Bevis said that in the U.S. they were 
experts in forming such associations. They bad a manufacturers’ 
combination, and that helped the contractor, because they had 
recognised prices beyond which they could not go. That was the 
стих of the whole thing. It was no good a few of them combining 
if а little man came in, and ran through those prices. They had an 
association there of supply houses. Houses which wanted to join 
the association had to put up $1,000 as a deposit. Once a 
month they met to fix prices, and also to appoint a 
detective. Nobody knew who that detective was to be 
for the month until the sealed envelope was given out, and 
the selected man was then empowered to go round and try if 
people were loyally keeping to their contracts. If he was not, then 
at the next mecting he was found out and paid a monetary penalty. 
One house was mulcted in $400. Lavish talk notwithstanding, he 
believed in deeds. If the trade did not support them were they to 
fold their arms and see the trade supporting other people? They 
did "ida to be protected. To protect their interests must be 
mutual. 

A committee was then appointed as follows :— Contractors, Messrs. 
Woodward, Phipps, Duncan, Troup, Glover and Marryat; 
manufacturers, Messrs. Bevis, Bate, Eck, Grainger, Northcote, Simon 
and Oppenheimer. 

Mr. Hogan was appointed secretary to the commit'ee, and the 
meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 

Contractors or manufacturers requiring information regard ing the 
1 should apply to Mr. Hogan, at 141, Fenchurch Street, 


THE THERAPEUTIC ACTION OF THE BLUE 
ELECTRIC LIGHT.* 


By Ds. A. W. MININ, St. Petersburg, Senior Medical Officer of 
the Imperial Bodyguard Cavalry Regiment. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the fact that to-day scarcely anyone doubts the 
energetic therapeutic action of the blue electric light, still I con- 
sider it may be uscful to mention a few cases which, thanks to that 
treatment, bave undergone a mild course and had a very rapid 
recovery. The undoubted superiority which belongs to the blue 
electric light principally depends upon its action upon the vaso- 
motor nerves. The action of heat is precluded on the ground that 
the blue electric light ів more active at a certain distance than in 
close proximity. The effect of the blue electric light is the reverse 
of that of the white. The difference will appear in what is to fol- 
low. I would now only point out that a granulating surface will 
become anemic under the influence of the blue light and hyper- 
ешіс under that of white light. 

The degree of pain-allaying power possessed by the blue electric 
light is far greater than I have hitherto observed. Although I had 
often been astonished at the alleviation brought about so quickly by 
the blue electric light in acute pleurisies, still I had only used it 
for making a tender spot tolerant to investigation, but now my ex- 
perience has shown that far stronger claims may be made for its 
efficacy in this respect. Now we resort to these rays instead of 
cocainisation to render incisions and stitching of wounds painless, 
and the blue electric rays not only cause a more complete anesthesia, 
but powerfully promote the healing from the very beginning. 

As examples I may relate my experience iu two cases with persons 
of widely different social position and education. 

1. Mr. X., secretary of a foreign embassy, cut bis finger with a 
piece of glass. The cut was on the outer side of the third finger 
and about 3 cm. long. After a 10 minutes’ radiation with blue elec- 
tric light from a small lamp of 50-с.р., two stitches were made with- 
out any pain. Healing commenced at once and was completed in 
four days. 

2. A soldier of the Bodyguard Cavalry Regiment cut the dorsal 
surface of his left thumb, the wound being about 3 cm. in length. 
After cleansing and a 10 minutes’ radiation three stitches were 
introduced, and also in this case the patient felt no pain. He 
chatted the whole time with someone present, and thought “а soft 
cotton ball was pressed on to the wound.” On the third day healing 
had occurred by the first intention. 

These two cases place beyond doubt the fact that stitches may be 
introduced and removed without pain, under the influence of the 
blue electric light. 


* Journal of Physical Therapeutics. 


ENGINES AND BATTERIES FOR POWER 
STATIONS. 


By AN ENGINEER. 


THE gas engine of accepted best type—that which works on 
the Beau de Rochas cycle—is of necessity compelled to 
make three idle strokes for one working stroke. "The one 
working stroke must therefore produce the energy that is 
necessary for the three idle strokes, as well as for its own 
friction and all external work also. Obviously, therefore, 
there must be a large difference between the indicated and 
the brake horse-power of a gas engine. It is this fact, that 
makes the gas consumption so large at powers less than a 


maximum. If the mechanical efficiency or 1 5s = 80 


per cent., then must each working stroke give up one-fifth 
of its power to overcome friction. Assuming that an engine 
at full load indicates 100 R. P., and gives off 80 H. p., how 
many per cent. of the same number of explosions will yield 
40 B. H. P., 1. e., half power? The engine friction will still be 
the same, and there must be still 20 н.р. of difference 
between the B.H.P. and the I. H. p. The latter must be 60. 
In other words, to secure half the effect, there must be 
employed six-tenths the total power. Where 25 cb. ft. of gas 
had produced 1 в.н.р., there would now probably be required 
90 cb. ft. per в.н.р. when half loaded. This is on the 
assumption of the same consumption per I.H.P. at all powers, 
which is probably too favourable. 

The wastefulness of gas engines at low powers has always 
been recognised, but, curiously enough, though possibly the 
steam engine is fully as wasteful, it does not appear to have 
been so recognised. That this is so, is amply proved by the 
illogical tests that are demanded from steam engines. 
Lengthy tests at full load are asked for, and the results are 
even made to serve for the purpose of giving a bonus to the 
contractor. Neveragain does that engine run even five minutes 
at full load, or even at a steady load, and the tests are use- 
less as regards economy. It would seem to be sounder tegt- 
ing practice to demand proof by indicator diagram that the 
engine was in good order, to ask for a static test of steam 
tightness, and other matters. It would show the capacity 
of the plant, and develop any particular hidden or unsus- 
pected weakness to put it through a series of instantaneous 
load variations from 0 to 125 per cent., especially if the fly- 
wheel is placed, as it is sometimes, at the wrong end of the 
crankshaft. 

With a gas engine there is a difficulty that does not occur 
with steam engines. A steam engine will continue to work 
at a rate much higher than its most economical rate. There 
is no such limit in the gas engine. The full rate is the 
most economical possible rate. When loaded beyond this, 
the engine begins at once to slow down, and will soon stop 
if the overload is not taken off. By means of a very heavy 
fly-wheel a gas engine may be made to carry a heavy over- 
load if of short duration, but such a fly-wheel, of course, 
implies a constant addition to the running friction, and must 
be paid for in meal or malt. But unless this waste is faced 
the gas engine, if called on to drive a variable load, must be 
run mainly at part load, or much below its full load, and it 
must, like the steam engine, be correspondingly wasteful. 
Being so essentially an engine to run at а steady load, the 
gas engine should be supplemented by a storage battery. 
Thoroughly satisfactory means have now been introduced 
for working the prime mover at a constant rate and making ` 
good its deficiency or storing its surplus by means of аеса- 
mulator batteries. Mr. Highfield, of St. Helens, has added 
notably to our knowledge of this subject, and there can be 
no doubt in the minds of engineers who have grasped the 
nature of the losses of the steam or gas engine that the 
accumulator is deserving of every attention, and that there 
is a great future for it when thoroughly well made and 
attended. Accumulators have not always been well attended, 
and they have suffered unmerited blame in consequence. 

In traction work the habits and experience of electric 
light engineers have been allowed far too much weight. 
Particularly is this во in respect of the item of voltage. 
However essential in lighting, an absolutely even voltage in 
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traction work is of far less importance. With compound- 
wound generators of the usual railway type the voltage is 
made to increase with the output, and this very fact will 
render a battery incapable of discharging against such a 
pressure into the line. So arranged a battery will produce 
‘but little effect on the engine load. 

If, however, a shunt generator be employed with a falling 


characteristic of sufficient range and be worked in conjunction 


with a battery of liberal proportions, the battery will work in 
parallel with the generator and take up load when this passes 
the mean load or it will absorb current at low loads. The writer 
can hardly agree with Mr. Grindle’s condemnation in a recent 
issue of the ELECTRICAL Review of the simple system of 
booster advocated in а previous issue. There are so many 
arrangements of boosters to help a battery to charge or dis- 
-charge, that engineers cannot be expected to cling fast to the 
one which alone seems to meet Mr. Grindle’s special views. 
The one important fact to keep in mind is to avoid stressing 
а battery too heavily and to aim at running the eagine, 
whether it be a steam or,a gas engine, at a constant rate. 
This is more especially desirable for gas engines. Though so 
much superior to steam engines in thermo-dynamie efficiency, 
gas engines are far from perfect as machines, and this it is 
that makes them fall off in their output efficiency so seriously 
when underloaded. : 

The possibilities of gas are only just being appreciated, 
and cheap gas is likely to be produced in large quantities. 
The ironmasters also may some day wake up from their long 
sleep and decide to utilise the furnace products they now 
throw away. The disadvantage of the poor gases is their 
heavy content of nitrogen, so that an engine will hardly 
produce more than 80 per cent. uf its power when worked with 
poor gas, that is to say, 80 per cent. of the power that would be 
given by an ordinary town gas. Hence the importance, with 
poor gas, of keeping a full load on the engine. 

Turning now to the battery, there appear to be certain 
advantages in placing it at a sub-station. The position 
of the sub-station will depend upon the magnitude of the 
system, and on the load factor of the system or of the 
particular line or feeder on which the battery is placed. 

The maximum output of the battery is the surplus of the 
maximum above the mean load. On a small system the 
battery output will be much greater for short periods than 
the station output, and the divisions into which the battery 
sub-station divides the line will correspond with the ratio of 
battery output to station output. For example, with a load 
factor of one-third, the battery output at à maximum will be 
two-thirds, and the battery would be placed so as to divide 
the line into sections having a ratio of 2 : 1, the longer 
section being between power house and sub-station, or 
approximately so. Then, at times of maximum load, one- 
third the current goes from the battery outwards towards the 
extremity of the line, one-third goes from the battery 
towards the station, and the remaining tbird goes from tlie 
station towards the battery. | 

With less load factor, the battery will be proportionally 
. further from the station. 


(To be continued.) 


THE CONVERSION OF OUR RAILWAYS. 


In a letter that appeared last week in one of our con- 
temporaries, Mr. Langdon, president of the I.E.E., stated 
that it was to the main lines he looked for the greatest success 
in the application of electrical power. Now it is needless to 
say that wedo not wish to stand in the way of progress, but 
at the same time we believe that premature action has done 
great harm in the past. We need only point to the failure 
of Brunel's Great Eastern, which put back the building of 
large steamships for many years. It is unwise to attempt 
to develop a new idea under conditions where experiment is 
so costly, and the slightest error may involve the throwing 
back of the system for an indefinite period. 

A more recent example of this principle was the case of 
the London Electric Supply Company, which undertook to 
put in units of power of excessive size, and to transmit the 
current at pressures which had been unheard of until then, 
although now quite common. The result was financial 


failure. A later instance of the same thing has happened 
in Paris, where miles of electric tramways on the surface- 
contact system were put down, which will probably have to 
be taken out and replaced either by the overhead or the 
conduit system. 

We regret that Mr. Langdon did not urge more forcibly the 
needs of the present, instead of, like Mr. H. G. Wells, specu- 
lating on the probabilities of the future. That there is a field 
for electric traction on our railways, has frequently been pointed 
out by ourselves and by Mr. Philip Dawson in the columns 
of the ELECTRICAL Review. The electrification of our sub- 
urban lines presents no uncertainties, a fact of which all those 
who have had practical experience in traction work are 
aware. This is far from being the case as regards the 
application of electrical power to our main lines. We 
should certainly look forward to the latter, and deubtless the 
experience gained by the transformation of our suburban 
lines will stand us in good stead when we come to deal with 
long-distance traffic, just as ‘the experience gained on 
electric tramways has enabled us to cope successfully with 
the requirements of the heavy traffic that obtains on 
suburban lines. 

In this connection we would quote from a paper read by . 
Mr. Edward C. Boynton on February 28th, 1900, before the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers :— 

* [n certain densely populated manufacturing States, 
where there is & city larger than any other within 50 
miles radius, and within that radius are several towns and 
small cities not over 20 or 30 miles from the larger 
city . . . . suppose that electricity be substituted 
for steam in that section, and a train service consisting 
of two or three-car trains running every half-hour from 
each end be instituted, with a marinum speed of 50 
to 60 miles per hour, and the fare reduced to 1 cent per 
mile. There is no doubt in the minds of those who have 
watched the development of such cases, that the increase in 
traffic and low operating expenses would result in a far 
greater profit than was ever before earned by that section of 
the road. It is well known that such conditions exist on our 
steam railroads in many localities. . . . . It should 
be fully understood that no steam railroad will equip any 
portion of its line, except with the provision that nothing shall 
be done that will prevent the running of steam and electric 
trains over the same track. . . . I is unlikely that 
any steam road will equip a portion of its man trunk line 
until it has satisfied itself as to financial results by giving it a 
thorough trial elsewhere. . . . In considering a train 
service consisting of heavy trains running at the speeds 
mentioned, the trolley wire, as a working conductor, will 
probably not come into general use." 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. F. J. Sprague said: 
* When trains are operated in large units with comparatively 
few units between terminal points, and these at considerable 
intervals, the steam locomotive will absolutely hold its own. 
Electricity will take the place of steam locomotives for rail- 
way service only in part, and then only when the number of 
units operated between the terminal points is so large that the 
resulting economy will pay a reasonable interest on the com- 
bined cost of central station, conductors, and the motor equip- 
ment, and the traffic existing is commensurate with the needs 
of such a system." 

Mr. Langdon does not seem sufficiently impressed with 
the imperative necessity of at once electrifying the suburban 
lines of our railways in large towns like London, Liverpool, 
Manchester, and Glasgow, if they wish to retain the suburban 
traffic, which is in great danger of being taken away by the 
electric tramways and light railways which are everywhere 
springing up. 

As we pointed out in a leader on Mr. Langdon’s paper before 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers, in November, 1900, 
that he does not appear to have made a serious attempt to 
work out in detail a complete solution of a practical case, 
but only to have considered approximations, which are very 
liable to lead to false conclusions. 

Mr. Sprague said at the time that he did not think it was 
safe to predict that the electric locomotive would universally 
take the place of the steam locomotive. 

In the presidential address to the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers last year, Mr. Langdon again still harped on the 
subject of the electrification of our main lines. Не advo- 
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cated that, with the exception of express trains, both pas- 
senger and goods trains should move at the same speed. It 
would appear as if the increase in speed of heavy goods trains 
would do much to counteract the saving which Mr. Langdon 
thinks would be effected by the introduction of electricity on 
our main line railways. It is possible that inthe future it may 
be advisable to run our main lines electrically, but that time 
has not yet come. If Mr. Langdon is anxious to bring it 
nearer, we think he would have been wiser had he concen- 
trated his attention, and dweit at greater length on the abso- 
lute necessity of electrifying at once our suburban lines, 
and on the great advantages to be obtained therefrom. By 
this means not only would they keep their traffic, but they 
would probably greatly increase their receipts whilst de- 
creasing their operating expenses. The capital expenditure 
involved by such a change would be fairly heavy, but we 
firmly believe that the saving effected would more than 
compensate for the extra money spent. Our knowledge at 
the present time is such that the cost of installation and 
operation can be accurately foretold, and there is nothing 
experimental to involve the risk of loss of capital. 

The problem of running high speed long-distance trains 
is no doubt a very interesting one, but a great many trials 
and failures will have to be gone through before it can b 
practically solved. i 

It is quite otherwise as regards our suburban lines, par- 
ticularly those round London. The decision of the Board 
of Trade in the case of the Metropolitan and Metropolitan 
District Railways will, we hope, do much to accelerate the 
introduction of electric traction on all our suburban lines. 
If companies like the South-Western, London Brighton and 
South Coast, South-Eastern, Great Eastern, and North 
London do not decide to do something in this direction 
‘shortly, they will begin to feel the very serious competition of 
the electric tramways and light railways which are being 
constructed all round them. If, on the other hand, they are 
wise and take the matter in hand at once, the tramways and 
light railways, instead of competing with them, will become 
their feeders. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the poper. Free use of fictitious names, ꝙc., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may ехртезз.] 


“С. H. B." writes: Referring to ‘St. Stephen’s’ question and 
your answer to same in your Legal Query Column,” would there 
be апу difference if the local authority held a provisional order for 
the supply of electrical energy for the town, but had not yet started 
the work in any way whatever? 


„ „ This very interesting corollary to the question already asked 
and anawered in this column, describes a course of procedure on 
the part of local authorities which has done much injury to the 
progress of electricity. The question put and answered in last 
week's issue, page 89, was as follows:— 

“ We sball esteem it a favour if you can give us some information 
as to the powers possessed by a Corporation, that is:—Have they 
the power to forbid the erection of overhead wires over a street 
or strects for the purpose of lighting a branch establishment, by 
a firm having a private plant, or wishing to supply other firms 
from such privste plant? We have an idea that it was stated in 
an electrical paper, the name of which we cannot recall, that 
such a body had not the power, but are not quite sure on the point. 

“The case in point is that a large firm in who have 
several establishments on two sides of astreet are anxious to connect 
same by means of overhead wires, and we are anxious to know if 
such wires can be fixed witbout the permission of the Corporation. 

"If you will kindly give us this information we shall be 
obliged." | 

In reply, we expressed the view that ав our then correspondents 
were not acting under the provisions of any provisional or special 
Act, the local authority bad no power to interfere withthem. Our 
new correspondent asks whether the fact that the local authority are 
in possession of a provisional order which they have not worked, 
will give them further powers of interference. We are glad to be 
able to answer this question in the negative. A provisional order or 
special Act confers no monopoly upon the undertakers. The Electric 
Lighting Acts are permissive only: they confer certain rights, and 
impose certaiu restrictions on the company or local authority. It 
follows from this that they have no right to interfere with a private 
supply company, either by ordering them to remove overhead wires 
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or in any other way. A company, however, who supply electricity 
under provisional order, must obtain the leave of the local authority 
if they wish to make use of overhead wires. The above opinion 
must be read as applying to extra-mctropolitan districts. Places 
within the County of London are affected by the London Overhead 
Wires Act, 1891, which gives the County Council power to make 
regulations as to the use of overhead wires within the metropolis. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвон & Co., Electrical Patent. 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


4,7714. "Improvements in electro-magnets." R. W. Barker. (The Murphy 
Safety Third Rail Electric Company, United States.) (Date claimed under 
Patents Rule 19, March 6th, 1901.) January 10th. (Complete.) 

838. "Improvements relating to electric lighting." R. B. LxAch. January 
6th. -. 

887. "Improvements in or relating to arc lamps." S. DE STRFANI. January 
6th. 

851. ‘Improvements in connection with electrical bells, telephones, ringing 
keys, contacts, switches, indicatorz, relays and the like." I. Н. Panrsoxs. 
January 6th. 

860. ‘Improvements ird contact devices for electric railways.” Е. P. Wer-- 
MORE. January 6th. (Complete.) 

861. “Improvements in contact boxes for electric railways.” W. M. Brown. 
January 6th. (Complete.) 

380. Improvements in contact-shoes for electric railways.“ W. M. Ввожх. 
January th. (Complete.) 

881. "Improvements in electric cables." B. J. B. Minus. (A. Borel and 
C. Borel, Germany.) January 6th. 

382. "Improvements in galvanic cells." E. FRiESE. January 6th. (Com- 

lete.) 

: 416. “Improvements іп self-registering time, speed and distance indicators, 
and automatic electric safety check." R. PavLsoN. January 7th. | 

418. ‘Improvements in the construction and working of electric batteries.” 
В. J. Haun. January 7th. | 

473. “Improvements in or in connection with trolleys, switches, junctions, 
or the like, used in connection with overhead wires for electric traction. 
D. B. Foster. January 7th. 

498. “Improvements in electrical demand or ;rebate indicators." Е. LUX, 
Jux., and THE Reason MANUFACTURING Company, LIMITED., January "th. » 

606. “Improvements in insulating secondary sections of induction coils,” 
M. A. Copp. January 7th. 

509. “Improvements in synchronous electric motors.” С. W. 8. CRAWLEY.. 
January 8th. 

519. Improved tougn or carrier for electric cables." W. IncHam and 
B. LANGTON. January 8th. 

561. "Improvements relating to electrical heating apparatus." THE 
British WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC AND MANUFACTURIING COMPANY, LIMITED. 
(J. 8. Peck, К. C. Randall, and С. F. Scott, United States.) January 8th. 

597. “Improvements in connection with electrical advertising lamps and the 
like." W. Ешлсотт and G. A. Howitt. January 9th. 

603. “ Spring shade carrier for electric lampholders. Н. Farrar. January 
9th. 

609. "Improvements in electrical switches and cut-outs.” R. Е. Нал, 
Jonuary 9th. (Complete.) 

686. “Improvements concerning electric lamps.". T. TERRELE. January 9th. 

654. “Improvements in fusible cut-outs for electric lighting and power 
circuits and the like.’ A. Н. Нохт and J. Hewrrr. January 9th. 

667. “Improvements in connection with surface contact electric traction 
systems working with magnetically operated switches." THE DoLTER ELEC- 
TRIC TRACTION, ІиміТЕр. (Н. Dolter, France.) January 9th. | 

737. "Improvements in railway sleepers, brake blocks, driving pulleys,. 


rollers, insulators for electric wires, and other similar articles." S. G. BoARD 
and G. F. FREEMAN. January 10th. 
150. "Improvements in wireless telegraphy.” 8. G. Brown. January 10th. 


751. Improvements in wireless telegraphy.” В. С. Brown. January 16th. 

825. Improved method of protecting electric cables." В. M. DRAKE and. 
J. M. Gonuax. January 20th. 

887. "Improvements in electrically-actuated devices for locking the doors of 
tramway, railway, and like vehicles." М. Fers, R. Zwack, and the firm of 
W. Burri. January 10th. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W. C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d.. 
(in stamps). 


1900. 


3.361. ''improvements in the manufacture of secondary batteries.” J. 8. 
Hathaway. Dated February 20th, 1900. Relates to batterics of the type described 
in Specitication No. 2,299, of] 1899, in which the positive electrode consists of a 
central conducting plate, to one or both sides of which is applied @ mass of 
active material held in a rigid porous non-conducting casing. ‘The mvention 
consists firstly, in providing the supports with perforations which are tilled with 
the active materiai; and recondiy, in plates of large size which are made up ot 
several plate elements with one central conducting plate, the porous supports 
being separated from each other by ribs, which project from the central con- 
ducting support, or the separation being effected by projections formed on the 
edges of the plates. The object of this second part of the invention is to 
facilitate the circulation of the electrolyte. 


3,371. “Improvements in and relating to electric heaters and switches." E. F. 
Porter. Dated February 20th, 1900. Air-heating apparatus, consisting of elec- 
trically-heated wires and an electricaliy-driven fan, described in 5pecitlcation 
No. 5,595, of 1891, in which the fan may carry the heated wires, is controlled by 
a switch. 


3,461. ‘Improvements in and relating to electro-magnetic brakes." Westing- 
house Brake Comgany. (Ё. С. Newell and E. M. Herr, U.S.A.) Dated February 21st, 
1900. One arrangement shows an electro-nizneuc rail brake, which is adapted 
to apply to non-magnetic wheel brakes. The core of the electro-magnet is 
wound with three coils of wire arranged in series in a local circuit with the 
motor. ‘lo ensure automatic regulation of the braking according to the speed 
attained, the three coils are wound with a different пишіег of turns of wire. 
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No. 1,262. 


TELEPHONES AND PARLIAMENT. 


Тик debate in the House of Commons on Monday evening 
enabled Sir James Dimsdale, as a member of Parliament, to 
carry out the work entrusted to him as Lord Mayor of the 
City of London, and protest against the recent agreement 
between the Post Office and the National Telephone Coin- 
pany. This was effected under the guise of an amendment 
to the address. An inquiry was asked for, further negotia- 


tions being suspended until the inquiry was concluded. As 


a sound supporter of the Government, Sir James Dimsdale 
was anxious to dissociate the subject from any party bias, 
and remarked that the “ great conference" which deputed 
him to bring the subject before Parliament was carried 
on without the slightest suggestion of party feeling. 
His speech was illustrated by copious extracts from 
speeches ; Mr. Lough seconded the amendment, and had 
the advantage over the mover, that he was not attacking his 
own party. Hence, perhaps, a greater freedom in his 
method of procedure. Upon Mr. Austen Chamberlain fell 
the duty of defending the Government, and this duty he 
appears to have carried out well. 

Throughout the controversy in the press and on the plat- 
form Mr. Hanbury has been the subject of flattering remarks 
by those who objected to the agreement entered into. What 
Mr. Hanbury would say or do has been considerably 
canvassed. 

The adherents of the amendment were evidently satisfied 
that the agreement was quite contrary to Mr. Hanbury's 
ideas, and we are not sure that some of them did not 
suggest that his removal to the Board of Agriculture was 
intended as a special blow to the telephone users of the 
metropolis. How, then, must their disappointment have 
been deepened when Mr. Hanbury rose to show how the 
agreement was in accord with the aims, objects, and recom- 
mendations of his Committee. The debate was continued 
by several honourable members, including the representative 
of Camberwell (Mr. Banbury), who did not desire that the 
general taxpayer should provide telephones for the unlimited 
use of other people, and of the neighbouring Dulwich (Sir 
J. D. Maple), whose observation that the Government were 
not likely to get a better chance of buying out the Telephone 
Company than they bad last year, is worth noting. Mr. 
Burns supported tlie amendment because he wanted to, and 
Mr. Bousfield, because apparently his constituents told 
him to. Sir James Dimsdale was quite willing to withdraw 
his amendment, but his following would not hear of it. A 
division was taken, and the amendment lost by 88 votes. 

In this matter the House of Commons seems to have 
shown itself a more business-like body than the conference 
of local representatives which Sir James Dimsdale called a 


gathering of business шеп. The business men did not know 


the subject, and apparently were unwilling to learn. But the 
agreement which the Marquis of Londonderry said was 


unalterable will not be altered, and perhaps the persons 
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responsible for telephoning London, will now be permitted 
to go about their business instead of being occupied 
in defending a position which ought not to have 
been attacked. Yet the discussion cannot be con- 
sidefed to have been entirely futile. The statements of Lord 


Londonderry and Mr. Austen Chamberlain will not convince. 


the irreconcilables, but they have served to enlighten many 
as to the nature of telephone service and its value. As a set- 
off to the claim for unlimited use for an inadequate payment, 
the Sfandar:’s remarks on the debate offer some encourage- 
ment :—“ Londoners, they say, will not object to paying 
fairly for a really good article ; at present they do not use 
their telephones as much as they might, not because they 
are too dear, but because they are too slow and incon- 
venient." 

We believe that the opposition to the Government pro- 
posals was not founded on any real grievance, but was largely 
the result of disappointed expectations, and the expectations 
were raised by Mr. Hanbury’s Committee. 
Hanbury could defend the recent agreement was regarded as 
almost impossible by the objectors, yet he has had no 
difficulty in showing that the results secured mect with his 
approval,and are what were aimed at by his Committee. 
Wherein lies the difference? We think it will be found 
in the histrionic phrase, playing to the gallery." It is 
а dangerous method to adopt when settlements are to come 
at later and cooler moments. The public have retained a 
more vivid remembrance of the froth than of the substance of 
Mr. Hanbury's proposals. Our comments at the time will 
serve to indicate the danger which was apparent in those 
proposals, and our recent articles will have shown how those 
dangers have been averted by what we cannot but regard as 
able diplomacy and statesmanlike ability on the part of the 
Postal officials. 


THE paper recently read before a 
Glasgow scientific society by Mr. 
W. H. Booth, is of interest as calling 
attention to the increasing necessity for all machine shops 
to improve the accuracy of their production. Machine 
‘shops are now being gradually equipped with up-to-date 
high-class machine tools, and the work turned out from them 
‘should be correspondingly more accurate ; greater attention 
will in future be given to systems of gauges and the various 
methods by which exact work can be more readily secured. 
Mr. Booth starts by pointing out that with such a compara- 
tively simple piece of work as the turning up of a shaft 1 in. 
diameter, a good workman working on a high-class lathe 
may be able to hit off the exact diameter to within 001 in. 
This difference may be an increase or a decrease upon the 
standard 1 in. diameter sought to be obtained. As this shaft 
has to be run in a bearing, it is evident that a nominal 1 in. 
bearing must have an extra allowance in diameter, in order 
to give a free running fit, and this allowance will vary with 
the nature of the conditions tbe bearing has to stand. Too 
small an allowance in the bearing will result in a “ keying ” 
fit in which the shaft will run hot, or if too great an allow- 
ance is made we shall obtain a loose and shaking fit. Either 
of these conditions will condemn the work as “bad.” At 
this point we are confronted with the“ personal judgment“ 
(determined by trial experiment) as to what constitutes a 
* working fit." Inthe absolute gauge system of working 
hitherto most general in machine shops, a shaft is turned to 


Limit Gauge 
Bystem. 


.range of possible differences of fita. 


` nearly impossible or absolute accuracy. 


That Mr. 


fit a standard gauge, the gauges being made with the 
necessary allowance for fit and for lubrication, and the work 
turned out to them as closely as possible. In this case, as 
at first mentioned, the fit thus made is really determined by 
the individual opinion of the workman, and the workman 
with the greatest skill at his work is in the best position to 
determine what is the correct fit. Thus accuracy becomes 
a debatable term. Mr. Booth realises the difficulty of exact 
accuracy, and points out that there is an allowance of in- 
accuracy that can be permitted without departure from 
“ good " work. His idea is to select the middle part of the 
In this way, templates 
or standard gauges can be produced which allow a certain 
average accuracy that can replace the attempt to secure the 
In the case of a 
shaft bearing, a double-ended gauge is made so that the 
small end must enter the bored hole of the bearing as nicely 
as the skill of the workman will permit, whilst the other end 
of the gauge must not enter it. This gauge then gives the 
limits between which the hole must be bored so as to ensure 
good interchangeable work. A suitable gauge is also made 
to control the variation that may be allowed in respect to 
the turned diameter of the shaft. In this way the error 
caused by depending upon the judgment of the workman is 
obviated, and the quality of the work he turns out is fixed 
down to a rigid system, and also allows human fallibility 
reasonable play. "The judgment of the shop inspector does 
not vary towards the individual workman, who is sure of 
the acceptance of his work if it will pass the fixed and 
definite gauge test, Under this method of working, it is 
necessary for the workman to be supplied with new gauges 
before those he has in use become spoiled through wear. 
The workman's skill is developed by leaving him free to 
obtain the size se& by the gauge, whilst putting the smallest 
amount of labour he can into the job; this attempt forces 
him to prefer the most accurate and most modern machine 
tool. Mr. Booth shows illustrations of the various forms of 
limit gauges in ordinary use. In a composite gauge it is 
usual to distinguish one limit size from the other, by means 
of colouring one end, or arranging a difference in shape. A 
limit gauge system has undoubted uses, and advantages 
per se, to weigh against the objection that the gauges involve 
expense both in equipment and maintenance. To counteract ` 
this, an increase must be made in the general production, 
that is, for a large production the expenses of gauges can be 
incurred, where for a limited production their cost might be 
excessive. Mr. Booth goes closely and clearly into the 
general details, without attempting to set down the limits or 
tolerances that can be given in the gauges according to the 
nature of the machinery being made therefrom, and contents 
himself with pointing out that the limits depend so much upon 
the conditions under which the machinery has to work. The 
paper will, however, have served its purpose if it divides 
interest and attention in these important requirements of 
machine shop practice. Mr. Booth incidentally notices a 
point mentioned by Mr. Dathurst in his articles on ** Machine 
Tools" in our pages, that the boring mill is likely to super- 
sede the lathe for all the most accurate turning work, and 
that the highest accuracy can be best obtained by the 
combination of the vertical boring tool with a grinding 
machine. 


Sydney Electrical Engineers’ Celebrations, — The 
tenth anniversary of the Electrical Association of New South Wales 
was celebrated at Sydney on December 13th by a “trolley-car party 
and continental" Tke cara started from the Ru-heutter's Bay 
power house and proceeded to Rose Bay grounds, which were 
liberally illuminated. During the evening a concert was held and 
refreshments were dispensed in a marquee. 
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ENGINES AND BATTERIES FOR POWER 
STATIONS. 


By AN ENGINEER. 


II. 


Tue ratio of lengths into which a battery should divide the 
line brings up the effcct of the load factor very prominently, 
and rather checks the tendency to place the batteries away 
from the station on large systems. At least this can hardly 
be done unless one is prepared to instal a total weight of 
battery considerably in excess of that required when the 
whole is placed at the station. Thus we may suppose a line 
of N routes of equal importance. Each of the routes will 
` carry one Nth of the total load, and will have a load factor 
peculiar to its particular load, and related to the station load 


1. 
nga Su 
N 


factor in the ratio 


Generally if the load factor of the whole load be denoted 
by + per cent., that of the separate individual loads will be 


V. per cent. (b). 


N 


The mass of load to be dealt with by the battery is 
100 — 7 (^), r being the percentage load factor. Then the 
surplus of load for each individual line is | 


100 — — (0). 


As an example, assume the load divided between eight equal 


ee 
feeders. Then we have X = 8 and A NJ = 9. The 
ratio of load factors will be } to 1. 


— 


The surplus over mean load of the whole station will be 
100 — f, and for the individual lines 100 — 5 . If we 


have such a number of cars that the station load factor is 
40 per cent., that of each feeder will be 20 per cent. 


'Then 100 — « = 60 and 


100 — id = NO. 
А 2 | 

The battery ratio must thus be increased in the ratio $ or 
33) per cent. But against this is to be set the fact that 
the feeder loads do not coincide in their maximum readings, 
and it might at first appear practicable to allow the various 
battery sections to discharge backwards through the station 
into the more heavily loaded lines. This, though possible, 
would involve too much complication, because it would not 
be possible for the battery on any section to act automatically 
in relief of another section. 

Obviously, therefore, the conclusion seems inevitable, that 
only in the case of a single line extending from the power 
station can a battery be installed other than at the station 
except at considerably enhanced costs, and this is more 
particularly so in small than in large systems, because in a 
small system the load factor improves rapidly with the 
growth of the system up to a moderate figure, and there- 
after but slowly. 

There does not seem to be any serious prospect of benefit 
when batteries are placed at sub-stations except in special 
cases, unless calculation shows that the greater efliciency of 
the distribution system, and the smaller cost, combine to 
justify an additional expense on batteries to the extent of 
20 to 30 percent. The action of a battery at a sub-station 
із to raise the minimum current in the cables and to reduce 
the maximum current, so reducing the C?R losses. The 
only offset against this would be that of the battery, but as 
this loss would still be incurred with the battery at the sta- 
tion, it сап hardly be counted in this connection. Advocates 
of the direct current do not seem to have awakened suth- 
ciently to the advantages of accumulators in traction work. 
Alternate current cannot have the advantages of the accu- 
mulator unless transformed to direct current. The system 
of polyphase motors must thus contend with the great 


advantages offered by accumulators in respect of the very 
serious reduction of the station plant, and its more econo- 
mical working. 

The accumulator, in fact, stands as the greatest obstacle 
in the way of extending polyphase working to small and 
moderate systems, Mr. Langdon's proposals of a station 
every few miles could not find loads with a good load factor. 
Before polyphase working can be a success, it is probable 
that current must be distributed at very high voltages, so as 
to cover from one station so great an extent of line as to 
produce a high load factor. In this way the accumulator 
will be deprived of its advantages, and direct current will 
be abolished. 

The number of loads on main line railways is so few that 
it is very improbable that good load factors can be secured, 
except by means of a large system in parallel working. An 
examination of a railway map will disclose the fact that 
from any given centre the maximum mileage that can be 


brought within the shortest distance of a station at that 


centre will not necessarily be mileage belonging to the same 
company. This opens up the railway question in a new 
light, and properly forms a separate chapter. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Tue following Bills came on 22nd inst. before the Examiners of 
the House of Commons for proof of compliance with Standing 
Orders :— ; 

Piccadilly § City Railway (No. 2).—The Piccadilly & City Rail- 
way (No. 2) Bill is brought forward in consequence of the recom- 
mendations of the Joint Committee on Tube Railways which 
considered the Piccadilly Railway (No. 1) Bill last session. The 
proposals of the promoters last session were to construct a tube rail- 
way tocommence with anend-on junction with the proposed North- 
East London Railway at Cannon Sticet, to go on to Ludgate 
Circus, Wellington Street, and Charing Cross, and from there either 
join up with the Brompton & Piccadilly Railway at Piccadilly or 
with the proposed Hammersmith and Charing Cross line. The 
Committee considered there should be an end.on junction with the 
Brompton line at Piccadilly Circus or else a through line from 
Charing Cross to Hammersmith. In the Bill now proposed power 
is asked to construct an underground railway from Adelaide Strect, 
Strand, to the Broadway, Hammersmith. "The Dill was ordered to 
be reported for first reading. А 

North-East London kailway (No. 2).—This is another Bill 
brought forward in consequence of the recommendation of the 
Joint Committee on Tube Railways which last session considered 
the No. 1 Bill of the North-East London Railway. The proposal 
in No. 1 Bill was to coustruct a tube railway from Bishopsgate 
Strect to Tottenham, with a branch to Chingford. The Joint Com- 
mittce thought it desirable that the line should be extended further 
north, aud the new Bill asks for power to extend the suggested line 
to Southgate оп the north aud to Fleet Street on the west. The 
northern extension will enable the railway to serve the large work- 
men's colony which the London County Council are establishing at 
Tottenham, while the western extension is a deviation of the 
original route, so as to obviate tke danger of disturbing the 
subsoil in the neighbourhood of St. Paul's Cathedral. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. 

Kent Electric Power.—By this Bill the Kent Electric Power Com- 
pany will be incorporated, with a capital of £750,000, for the pur- 
pose of erecting and working generating stations for the supply of 
electric power. The tirst directors will be Messrs. Е. Faithful Begg, 
T. Newcomen, Archibald Grove, Н. Jasper, A. Thorne, aud 
A. Woolley Hart. The area of supply is the county of Kent. A 
clause gives power of easements over Rochester Bridge. Clause 43 
protects the Gillingham Urban Council, and places them in the 
position of being authorised distributors if their Board of Trade 
order is confizmed by Act of Parliament within three months of the 
passing of this Act. The company is required to furnish a supply of 
energy to authorised undertakers at a price not exceeding those in 
schedule affixed to the Bill. The company is authorised to enter 
into agreements with the Chatham, Rochester aud District Electric 
Lighting Company for the transfer of the property, power, &c., of 
the latter company or any part thereof which may not be trans- 
ferred to the Gillingham Urban District Council. Power is given 
to take lands in the rural district of Strood, the rural district of 
Bleam, the rural district of Dover, and the rural district of Ton- 
bridge for the erection of generating statious. The scheduled 
prices to be charged are as follows:—-Where the company charges 
апу authorised undertaker by the actual amount of energy supplied 
to them the charge the company sball be entitled to make is (a) for 
any quantity not exceeding the equivalent of 400 hours of supply 
at the maximum of power which has been demanded by such 
undertakers, 4d. per unit; (b) for any further quantity exce ding the 
equivalent of 400 hours of supply at the maximum power at 3d. per 
unit. Starding Orders were fourd to be complied with, and the 
Bill ordered to go forward for first reading. 

London County Council (Electric N,). & Bill to make further 
provisions with respect to the purchase of electric light under- 
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takings in the administrative county of London by the local 
authorities and the L.C.C., and with respect to the supply of energy 
for stations of the L.C.C. The Bill provides that where a company 
has power to establish a generating station and supply electrical 
energy generated at such station to one area only, then the 
generating station and lands of such company without as well as 
within the county, shall be subject to purchase as if the 
tame were an undertaking under the electric lighting Acts of 1882 
and 1889, and the power of purchase may be exercised by either the 
local authority or the Council with the consent of the local 
authority. If the authorised undertakers supply in more than one 
district, the power of purchase may be exercised by the local 
authorities of such districts or by a majority of them acting in com- 
bination or by the Council. Sec. 4 gives the local authorities power 
to combine, but not unless authorised by proper resolution. Power 
is asked for the L.C.C. to carry on undertakings and to supply elec- 
trical energy to any local authority being authorised undertakers in 
a district. All profits shall be divisible amongst the local authorities 
constituting the purchasing body in the proportions in which they 
shall have contributed to the purchase of the undertaking. The 
affairs of a purchasing body shall be controlled by a Joint Committee 
of persons elected by the constituent local authorities. Standing 
Orders were complied with. 

London United Electric Railways.—A Bill to incorporate the 
London United Electric Railways Company and to empower them to 
construct underground railways from Shepherd's Bush to Hammer- 
smitb, to Barnes, Charing Cross, Clapham Junction, and the Marble 
Arch, and for authorising agreements between the company and 
the London United Tramway Company апа others. To acquire 
certain lands in Fulham and St. George's for generating stations. 
The estimated cost of the railways is £4,413,047. A memorial 
alleging proof of non-compliance with Standing Orders had been 
deposited by Mr. R. J. Walker, but no appearance was made before 
the Examiner, and the necessary proofs of compliance having 
been given by the Parliamentary agents, Messrs. Holmes & Co., the 
B 1l was ordered to forward for the first reading. 

Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power.—The Derbyshire 
and Nottinghamsbire Electric Power Company seek by this Bill to 
amend their Act of 1901 in some particulars. They wish to repeal 
so much of Sec. 30 of the Act of 1901 as prohibitsthe construction 
of stations for generating electricity elsewhere than on lands 
described in the schedule. The necessary proofs of compliance with 
Btanding Orders were given. | 

Devonport Corporation Bill.—'The Corporation of Devonport seek 
powers in tbis Bill with respect to the construction and working of 
tramways in the borough. 'The two new tramways to be constructed 
within the borough are one of over a mile in length, and a short 
section of 8:36 chains. Power is asked for^running powers over 
certain portions of the tramways authorised by the Devonport and 
District Tramways Act of 1898. The Bill was ordered to proceed. 

Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power.—Under this Bill 
the Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Company is 
incorporated, with a capital of £750,000. The area of supply 
includes the following unions :—Stratford-on-Avon, Rugby, Warwick, 
Coventry, Foleshill, Lutterworth, Nuneaton, Artherstonc, Aston 
(except so much as is in the County Borough of Birmingham), 
Hinckley, Market Harborough, Uppingham, Billesdon, Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch, and Melton Mowbray. The power of the company for the 
supply of electrical energy is subject to the following restrictions: 
(1) Only to authorised undertakers, or to persons requiring a supply 
of power. The company shall not supply energy for lighting pur- 
poses except to authorised undertakers, provided that the energy 
supplied to any person for power may be used by such person for 
lighting any premises or any part of Which the power is utilised. 
The company shall not supply energy (except to authorised under- 
takers) in any area which at the date of the passing of this Act 
forms part of the area of supply of any authorised distributors 
without the consent of such distributors, which consent shall 
not be unreasonably withheld. Land is scheduled for the erection 
of power stations iu the following pla:es:—Cathiron Spinneys, 
94 acres; rural district of Warwick, 10 acres; Whiteacre, 11j 
acres; Hinckley, 104 acres; Glenſield, 15} acres; Measham, 11 
acres. Standing Orders were found to be complied with. 

Hastings Tramways.—This is a Bill to empower the Hastings 
Tramways Company to construct an extension tramway along the 
sea front between St. Leonard’s and the Memorial, Hastings, and to 
work the same by electric energy. The length of the proposed 
tramway is 1 mile 6 furlongs 7 chains ia length. Power is given to 
raise additional capital of £60,600. The examination of the Bill 
was postponed till February 10th. 

East London, City, and Peckham Railiray.—There was no 
ap ;earance before the Examiner when this Bill came on, and it was 
accordingly marked “dead.” The proposal in the Bill was to con- 
struct an ele»trically-worked tube railway from Plaistow to Grace- 
church Street, and thence tu Peckham. 

Northumberland Electrice Power. — Under this Bill the Northumber- 
land Electric Power Company is incorporated, and powers are con- 
ferred upon it to supply electricity in bulk. The incorporators and 
first shareholders are Messrs. Hugh Andrews, W. M. Angus, Henry 
Cleveland, John Dent, Thos. Emerson Forster, Frederick Milburn, 
and D. Milburn, and Sir Thomas Richardson. The company's 
capital is to be £500,000 in shares of £10 each, with borrowing 
power to the extent of one-third of that sum. The first directors 
are to be Messrs. Hugh Andrews, Henry Cleveland, John Dent, 
John Davison Milburn, Sir T. Richardson, and two other duly- 
qualified persons. The area of supply includes the bulk of the 
districts of the Castle Ward Uniou, the Tynemouth Union, the 
Morpeth Union, and the Alnwick Union. Standing Orders were 
found to be complied with. 

Garston and District Tramways and Electric Supply Companies.— 


The object of this Bill is to confirm an agreement between the 
Garston and District Tramways Company, the Garston and District 
Electric Supply Company, and the City of Liverpool, for the 
transfer to the Corporation of Liverpool of the respective under- 
takings of these companies. The District of Garston has lately 
been incorporated with the City of Liverpool.—The necessary 
proofs of compliance with Standing Orders were forthcoming. 

South Shields Corporation.—It was the intention of the Corpora- 
tion of South Shields by this Bill to have acquired power to pur- 
chase the tramway undertaking in the town at a cost of £261,562, 
and also to have greatly extended the service by constructing & 
number of new lines.—On the Bill coming before the Examiner, 
however, it was marked ‘ dead." | 

Great Northern Railway (No. 2).—To empower the Great Northern 
Railway Company to construct an underground railway in Islington, 
and to lease the same to the Great Northern and City Railway Com- 
pany. Power is taken to make a railway 7 furlongs 2°64 chains long, 
commencing underground at a point 22 yards west of the centre of 
the main line of the Great Northern Railway and terminating by a 
janction with the railway No. 3 already authorised. The company 
may apply their funds towards the purposes of the Act, and may 
raise additional capital not exceeding ia the whole £325,000.—The 
Bill was ordered to proceed. 

Wigan Corporation.—Amongst the things sought to be conferred 
on the Corporation of Wigan under this Act are powers with regard 
to the acquisition and construction of tramways. The estimates 
contained in the Bill allocate £55,570 for altering and adapting the 
tramways purchased from the tramway company, to work the same 
by electric traction, and the provision of new rolling stock; and 
£28,000 for the construction of tramways authorised by the Act; 
a clause provides that electric fittings hired from the Corporation 
shall be exempt from distress.— The Bill was ordered to go for 
first reading. 

Romford Urban  Distriel Council Tramirays.—There being no 
appearance to prove compliance with the Standing Orders this Bill 
was marked “dead.” The object of the Bill was to empower the 
Council to construct and work tramways and confer further powers 
with regard to the electric light undertaking. The intention was to 
have constructed a tramway which should have joined up with the 
tramways of the Ilford Urban District Council and have terminated 
in Romford High Street. 

Tipton Urban District Council.—'lhis is an omnibus Bill which 
gives the Urban District Council, in the County of Stafford, power 
with regard to tramways. Intheestimates prepared for the purpose 
of the Bill, £80,000 is allocated tor tramway purposes. Part 3of 
the Bill dealing with electricity gives the local authority, who are 
now the undertakers for supplying electrical power and energy 
within the district, power to supply electricity for tramway purposes. 
Authority is also given to supply electrical fittings and to alter the 
date for filling up the accounts for electric lighting. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. 

Salford Corporation.—The Salford Corporation’s Bill is to enable 
the Corporation to construct additional tramways, to make street im- 
provements, &c., and to provide for a board for working the tramways 
in Salford, Manchester and the adjacent districts. Tne Maachester 
Corporation in its Bill merely seeks running powers over or power to 
purchasecertain portions of theSalford tramways system. 'TheSalford 
plan is entirely different. Iuthe preamble the Corporation recites 
that there is now no through communication by means of tramways 
between Manchester and Salford, and that it would be much more 
convenient to the public if there were such communication ; and 
then the Bill goes on to show how the tramways dispute with the 
Maachester Corporation can be settled. The Bill is divided iato 
eight parts. Standing Orders were found to have been complied 
with. 

Birkenhead Corporation Bill.—Clause 13 of the Omnibus Bill of 
the Birkenhead Corporation asks for power to supply electrical 
energy in bulk in neighbouring districts, and also to supply elec- 
trical fittings, &c.,to consumers. There was opposition to the Bill, 
but not on the electrical clause, and as far as they were concerned, 
Standiug Orders were found to have been complied with. 

Erdington T'ramways.—This is a Bill to empower the Urban 
District Council of Erdington, in tne County of Warwick, to con- 
struct and make tramways. In the estimates given in the Bill, 
£52,500 is allowed for land and the construction of tram- 
ways, and £50,498 for tramway purposes. The principal tram- 
way is No. 1, which is 2 miles 2 furlongs 9:20 chains long, and it 
starts at the boundary of the Urban District of Aston Manor, where 
it joins the district of Sutton Coldfield. The Council can work the 
tramways themselves, or enter into a working agreement. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. | 

London United Tramways.—lIn this Bill the London United 
Tramways Compauy are asking for power to construct further 
extensions of their tramway system in the counties of London, 
Middlesex, and Surrey, which will cost £816,053. Memorials were 
presented against the Bill by the London Couaty Council, the 


. Corporation of Richmond, the Urban District Council of Barnes, 


the Urban District Council of Wimbledon, the Croydon Raral 
District Council, and the Chelsea Water Works. It was decided to 
postpone the examination till February 10th. 

Manchester Corporation Tranucays. — Authority is given under the 
Manchester. Corporation Tramways Bill for the Corporation to 
construct, additional tramways iu the city, to purchase & short 
length of tramway beyond the city, and to confer ruaning powers 
over certain other tramways in and beyond the city, &c. The power 
to purchase is sought in connection with a tramway constructed 
under the powers of the Manchester Suburban Tramways Act, 1878, 
1 furlong 4 chains 7 yards in length, in the Borough of Salford, com- 
mencing in Bury Old Road, at the Manchester City boundary, and 
terminating near the gate of Wilton Polygon. The Corporation also 
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seek running powers over the Salford tramways in Bury New Road 
between the Manchester City boundary, near the Grove Inn, and the 
boundary between the County Borough of Salford and the Urban 
District of Prestwich. Power is also taken to construct and maintain 
all works necessary for effecting a junction between the Manchester 
Corporation tramways in Bury New Road and those of the Salford 
Corporaticn. The Salford Corporation is to supply the electricity 
required as motive power for the tramways running over its own 
lines, and the terms, if not agreed upon between the two corpora- 
tions, shall be submitted to arbitration. One of the provisions 
inserted in the Bill is that: “Тһе Salford Corporation shall not 
exercise their rights as owners of the tramwava in the 
borough in such a manner as to interferc with or impede the 
Manchester Corporation in the reasonable exercise of their powers 
under this Bill" In case of failure on the part of the Salford Cor- 
poration to supply the electrical energy required for properly work- 
ing the tramways over which running powers are sought, or in the 
event of the Corporation not maintaining the permanent way in а 
satisfactory manner, the Minchester Corporation takes power to 
provide its own electricity, and to maintain the lines itself. The 
ast operative section is a very comprehensive one, and gives the 
Manchester Corporation power “ to enter into and carry into effect 
contracts and agreemente with the Salford Corporation and the 
tramways company, or either of them, with respect to the purchase, 
sale, lease, reconstruction, alteration, equipment, working, manage- 
ment, and maintenance by tbe contracting parties, or any of them, 
of all, or any, of their respective tramways aud works, or any part, 
or parts thereon, the supply of plaut, machinery, and electrical 
energy or power, the conveyance and iulerchange of traffic and 
other facilities, and the payment, collection, division, and apportion- 
ment of tolls, rents, and charges arising from such tramways 
and traffic.“ Standing Orders were found to have been complied 
witb. 

Abertillery Urban District Council Dill.—Amongst the powers 
asked in this Bill is power for the Abertillery Urban District 
Council to make further provision with regard to the supply of 
electricity. Last session the Urban District Council was empowered 
to supply electricity. The estimate of the amount required for the 
purpose of the undertaking is £50,5CO. The necessary proofs of 
compliance with Standing Orders were given. 

City ond Brixton Гаї гау. A Bill to authorise City and Brixton 
Railway Company to abandon portions of their authorised under- 
taking, and to extend the time for the compulsory purchase of land, 
and for other purposes. With regard to the extension of time 
for the purchase of land, this is extended till 1900. Power is given 
io enter into agreement with the City and South London Railway 
Company to lease tbe undertaking. The examination was post- 
poned till February 3rd. 

Scarborough Tramways.— Power is asked under this Dill to 
incorporate a tramway company, and to empower such company to 
make and maintain certain tramways in the Borough of Scarborough. 
The capital of the company is to be £96,000 in 9,600 shares of £10 
each. The Corporation may at any time, and from time to time 
subecribe any sum or sums not exceeding in the whole £10,000 
towards tbe undertaking. The company may borrow not more 
than one-third of the paid up. The Corporation may lend money 
tothe company on the security of the undertaking, providing that 
the amount of the loan, together with the shares held by the 
Corporation shall not exceed £10,000. The Corporation may 
appoint a director. Power is given to acquire land for a generating 
station, and the Corporation may acquire the undertaking at 
certain stated periods, the first of which is November 1st, 1915. A 
memorial was presented against the Bill by the Corporation of 
Scarborough, and the examination was held over till February 3rd. 

National Telephone Company (Manchester Area).—This is a Bill 
to confer powers on tbe National Telephone Company within the 
Manchester area. The operative portions of the Bill are Secs. 4 
and 5, which provide that, if any local authority in the Manchester 
area, having power under the Telegraph Acts to give or withhold 
consent to the exercite of powers and the erection, &c., of plant for 
the purpose of public telephonic communication gives any consent 
to“ the Board,” then similar consent shall be given to the company 
if required, aud all powers, rights, privileges, &c., granted to the 
Board shall] be taken to apply to the telephone company in so far 
as they shall be necessary to it, to erable it to compete with the 
Board in the supply of public telephonic communication. The 
Board referred to in the Bill is the ‘ Manchester District Tele- 
phone Board," which issought to be incorporated by a Bill deposited 
this session in Parliament. Under this new Bill it is suught,to con- 
stitute a board consisting of representatives of the Corporations of 
Manchester, Stockport and Eccles, which shall have power to pro- 
vide a system of public telephonic communication. Standing Orders 
were found to have been complied with. | 

York Corporaticn.—Tlhe Corporation of York asks for power under 
this Bill to purchase, construct. and work tramways, &c. The Cor- 
poration have entered into an agreement with the York Tramways 
Company for purchasing the tramway undertaking. Inthe estimate 
for the construction of tramways authorised by the Act, and the 
reconstruction of the existing tramways is £157,000.—The necessary 
proofa of compliance with Standing Orders were given. 

Hal far Corporation.—Under this Omnibus Bill, power is taken 
by the Corporation to coustruct 32 sections of tramways. The 
estimate of the money proposed to be rait ed із £82,000 for the 
tramway undertaking, and 417, 000 for the purpose of electric 
equipment in connection with the Corporation tramways. Several 
clauses deal with tbe electric light undertaking on which it is 
propoeed to spend £130,000. Laud is scheduled for the erection of 
a generating station. It was decided to postpone the examination 
of the Bill till February 10th. 

Gloucester Electric Power.—A Bill for incorporating and conferring 


certain tramways and tramroads. 


powers on the Gloucestershire Electric Power Company and for 
other purposes. The company is to be incorporated with a capital 
of £250,000 to erect and maintain and work generating stations, lay 
down mains, &c, for energy for power. The first directors are 
to be Messrs. J. G. Bellamy, J. H. Borrer, T. Newcomen, and Grove, 
W. J. Paley Marling, J. D. Robertson, A. Thorne and another ; power 
is given to acquire easements and for carrying electric lines over 
the railway bridge crossing the Severn. The area of supply 
is the Unions of Stroud, Dursley, Wheatenhurat, Westbury-on- 
Severn, and so much of the Unions of Monmouth and Tetbury as be 
within the county of Gloucestershire ; the parish or township of 
Lydney ; and the parishes of Aylburton, Alvington, St. Briavels 
and Hewetsfield in the Chepstow Union; and the parishes of Hill 
Ham and Stoke, Alkington, Berkeley, Breadstone, Hamfellow and 
Hinton, in the Union of Thornbury, all in the County of Gloucester. 
Energy is to be supplied by the company only t» authorised under- 
takers and to persons requiring a supply of power. Power is taken 
to subscribe for shares or lend money to any company taking, or 
agreeing to take, a supply of electricity or who are establishing or 
about to establish factories or works on any of the lands of the com- 
pany. Land is scheduled for generating stations in the rural 
districts of Stroud and West Dean. Staud ing Orders were found to 
have been complied with. 

Huddersfield Corporation.—'This is an omuib is Bill. Part 6 deals 
with electricity and gives the Corporation of Huddersfield power to 
supply electricity where a consumer is separately supplied, or to 
refuse to supply electrical energy in certain cases. It also gives the 
Corporation authority to supply electrical fittings, and that such 
materials and fittings supplied by the Corporation shall be free from 
distress. Clause 33 provides that no person sball place any electric 
line above ground without the consent in writing of the Corporation. 
The Standing Orders were found to have been complied with. 

Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Company (New Lines and 
Erti usions\.—Power is sought to be conferred by this Bill upon the 
Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Company for the construction of 
The company was incorporated 
in 1901 to construct and maintain tramways in the county of 
Northumberlaud, aud they now ask for authority to construct new 
tramways and to raise additional capital. In the Bill 10 sections 
of tramways are described of varying lengths. With regard to 
purchase by the local authorities, 25 years is substituted for the 
statutory 21 years. The new capital sought to be raised is £60,000. 
It was found that Standing Orders had not been complied with, 
and accordingly the Bill will have to go before the Standing 
Orders Committee, who will decide whetber it shall be allowed to 
proceed or whether it shall be dropped. | 

Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway.—The two Bills of 
the above company, suspended from last session, came before the 
Examiner. Bill (No. 1) asked for power to carry out the following 
works :—(1) To construct а railway 1 mile 3 furlongs 63 chains in 
length from Hampstead to Golder's Green, this being a continua- 
tion of the company's authorised line; (2) а subway under Totten- 
ham Court Road at the Oxford Street end; (3) an alteration of the 
levels of the authorised line between Haverstock Hill and Hamp- 
stead ; (4: a deviatioa of the authorised line in Hampstead Road. 
It also gives power to acquire land for the erection of a generating 
station at Hendon. No. 2 Bill asked for power for the company to 
extend their authorised railways to Highgate and Victoria, and to 
make agreemen!s with various other companies. Four railways are 
sought to be constructed, viz., (1) 1 mile 1 furlong iu length, from 
St. Pancras to the Archway Road; (2) 1 mile 3:5 chains, from the 
Archway R ad to Hornsey ; (3) 5furlongs and 4 chains in length, from 
the authorired railway in Westminster to Parliament Square; and 
(4; 6 furlongs aud 6 chains in length, extending the railway to 
Victoria. With regard to No 1 Bill, Standing Orders were found 
to have been complied with; but in the case of No. 2 Bill, non- 
compliance was found, and the Bill will accordingly have to go 
before the Standiug Orders Committee. 

Islington { Euston Kailway.—A Bill for incorporating the 
Islington & Euston Railway Company, and for cmpowcring them to 
construct an underground railway, &c. This was one of the Bills 
suspended from last session, having becn before the Tube Com- 
mittee. The railway proposed is 1 mile 5 furlongs long, commencing 
in Islington, by a junction with the railway of the South London 
Company, and terminating in the Metropolitan Borough of St. 
Pancras at a point under Drummond Street. The proposcd capital 
is £420,00), with the usual powers of borrowing. The company 
may enter iato agreement with the South London Railway for the 
working of the undertaking. The necessary proofs of compliance 
with Standing Orders were forthcoming. 

Charing Cross, Hammersmith § District Electric l'ailway.—Power 
is sought iu this Bill to incorporate the Charing Cross, Hammer- 
smith & District Electric Railway Company. The Bill is one of the 
tube railway Bills suspended from last session. Three railways are 
proposed to be constructed, viz., (1) from Charing Cross to Park 
Lane, 1 mile 2 furl.nes ; cbaiu in length; (2) from Park Lane to 
Kensington High Street, 1 mile 7 furlongs 7:6 chains long; (3) from 
Kensington to Rut!and Road, Hammersmith, 1 mile 6 furlongs 1:2 
chains long. A subway for communication with the Metropolitau 
District Railway is sought to be constructed at High Street, 
Kensington. The capital is £2,1.0,000. Land is scheduled at Little 
Church Lane, Hammersmith, for a generating station. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. 


The following Bills came before the Examiner of Standing Orders 
for proof of compliance on 23rd inst. 

Manchester and Liverpool Electric E«press.—This is a Bill autho- 
rising the company to make what is described as “ А deviation 
railway one mile from their existing powers through the borough of 
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Salford,” and it is important in that it carries out the agreement 
made with the Salford Corporation last усаг when the Act then 
passed was at the Committee stage in the House of Commons, 
The deviation proposed to be made is described as “ A deviation 
railway 1 mile 4 furlongs and 8:20 chains in length, commencing in 
the parish of Salford by a junction with the railway authorised by 
the Act of 1901, at a point in Ordsall Lane, at or near the junction 
therewith of West Union Strect, and terminating in the perish of 
Pendleton by a junction with the said authorised railway at or near 
the southern end of Cemetery Road," and in connection with it the 
company agrees to form thie2 new streets, viz. :—(1) A new street 
54 ft. in width between Ordsall Lane and the point where the 
deviation passes into and under Tatton Street; (2) а new street of 
the same width as Montford Street between the west end of Row- 
land Street and the east end of Montford Street ; (3) a widening of 
Tatton Street to the width cf 51 ft. east end of Montford Street. 
The company take power to abandon the construction of the portion 
of the line already authorised, but rendered unnecessary by the pro- 
posed deviation, but owners of property injured will receive com- 
pensation for whatever injury was done them.—Standing Orders 
were found to have been complied with. 

City, Wandsworth and Wimbledon Electric Railiray.—A Bill for 


incorporating the City, Wandsworth and Wimbledon Electric. 


Railway Company, and for empowering them to construct under- 
grouud railways in the counties of London and Surrey. The works 
to be constructed are No. 1 railway, 5 furlongs 2:40 chains, com- 
mencing in Cannon Street, and terminating near Marshalsea Road. 
No. 2, 1 mile 6 furlongs 4 25 chains, a continuation of No. 1 
railway to Goding Street, Lambeth; No. 3, 2 miles 5 furlongs 9:10 
Chains, continuing No. 2 railway to St. John’s Hill, Battersea; No. 4, 
Imile 1 furlong 710 chains, continuing No. 3 to High Street, 
Wandsworth; No. 5, 2 miles 7 furlongs 790 chains, continuing 
No. 4 to Wimbledon. Land will be taken in Wandsworth for a gene- 
rating station. The capital is to be 46, C00, (00, and the first direc- 
tors Ernest Schenk, T. A. Meates, Geo. Riley, Herman Gwinner, 
and one other. There was no attendance, and the Bill was marked 
“dead.” 

King's load Railway, Putney Ertension.—This is а Bill for making 
an extension of tbe proposed line, for which power was asked in the 
last session of Parliament, but which, owing toits going befcre the 
Joint Committee on tube railways, did not go to tbe Parliamentary 
Committee in the usual course, but was suspended till this session. 
The Joint Cominittee, in their report, suggested that the line should 
be extended to Putney, and this is what the company will be 
empcwered to do in the present Bill. The works for which power 
is asked are as follows :—A railway 1 mile З furlongs 0°76 chains in 
length, commencing in tbe parish cf St. Mary, Putney, at a point 
at the cast corner of the junction of ligh Street, Putney, and ter- 
minating in the parish of Fulbam by a junction to the extended 
railway No. 1 in the King's Road Railway Bill, suspended from 
last session, at a point in the centre of New King's Road; (2) а 
subway from No.1 railway in Buckingham Palace Road to Willin 
Road; (3) a subway connecting the railway with Victoria Station 
and the Metropolitan District Railway, The capital of the company 
will be £1,250,000. The first directors will be Sir Owen Randall 
Slacke, Sir R. Saukey, Lord Teynham, John MacAllister, and three 
other persons. Standing Orders were found to be complied with. 

Victoria, Nennington and Greenwich Railiray For incorporating 
the Victoris, Kennington and Greenwich Railway, and empowerirg 
them to construct an uuderground railway in the County cf London 
The railway is to be worked in conjunction with the West and 
South London Junction Hailway, the Pill for which was suspended 
from last session. ‘The railway will be 4 miles 5 furlongs and 
160 yds. in length, commencing in Lambeth by a junction with tke 
proposed West and South London Railway and terminating in 
Greenwich. Power is asked to take land in Lambeth for a 
generating station. The capital of the company will be £3,000,000, 
and the first directors Mr. Harding Cox, Mr. J. Brandon, Mr. F. 
Horner, and two others. There was no attendance, aud the Bill 
was marked “dead.” 

(Great. Northern and Strand Railway.--A Bill to authorise the 
alteration ard extension of the railways of the Great Northern aud 
Strand Railway Company, and the transfer of their undertaking to 
the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway Company. ‘The com- 
pany was incorporated in 1899 and authorised to make an under- 
ground railway from Wood Green to the Strand. Authority is pow 
asked to construct (1) a line 2 furlongs 121 chains to carry the 
authorised line to the Temple Station of the District Railway ; (2) 
the deviation railway 4 furlongs 7:40 chains, commencing with a 
junction with the authorised railway in Islington and terminating 
at Hornsey. Power is alto asked to abandon the construction of 
railway No. 1 authorised by the Act of 1899, and of so much of the 
railway No. 2 authorised by that Act as has between its commence- 
ment and tbe commencement cf tbe deviation railwav sought to be 
constructed by this Act. If the amalgamation of the Brompton 
Railway is carried through, tbis line will be constructed by the 
new company. Power is given to enter into agreement with tle 
District Railway Company or the District Traction Company fer 
the supply cf eicctricity. The Bill was ordered to go forward for 
first reading. 

Z. C. C. (General Powers Dill;.—Amongst the clauses contained in 
this Bill is one to enable the Camberwell Eorough Council to 
purchase lands for the erection of a generating station aud works. 
The land is iu Hill Street. Clause 76 Says: — It shall be lawful for 
the Couucil of any Metropolitan borouzh, being authcrised to supply, 
and supplyiug clectric energy, to expend money on wiring and 
fitting wires, &e., toconsumers. Clause 77 says :—Any euch Council 
may borrow meney iu the same manner, aud subject to the same 
conditions as if such expenditure Were fur the purposes of the Elec- 
tric Lightirg Acts, 1882, and 1888. Standing Orders were found to 


have been complied with, and the Bill will go forward for first 
reading. 

Rossendale Valley Tramicaiy3.—A Bill to authorise the R issendale 
Valley Tramway Company to extend their tramways, and for other 
purposes. Under this Bill the company ask for au: hority to con- 
struct six new tramways of a total length of over six miles, and to 
take certain lands for the purpose thereof, amongst which is a site 
for a generating station in the Borouzh of Rowdenstall. The com- 
pauy also ask for power to raise additional capital not exceeding, 
in the whole, £200,000. The examination of the Bill was 
postponed. 

National Telephone Company (Wingsten-ujon-Hull).—A Bill to 
make further provisions with reference to the undertaking of the 
National Telephone Company, Limited, within the City of 
Kingston-upon-Hull. The Corporation of the borough are applying 
for a license from the Post Otlice, and have given the company 
notice to terminate certain agreements. The company ia their Bill 
seek further powers to place trem in the position of being able to 
compete on an equal footing with the local authority. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. 

West Ham Corporation.—In the Omnibus Bill of the West Ham 
Corporation an estimate is given for money required for electric 
lighting purposes, of £25,000, and power is also sought to make a 
junction line with the tramways of the North Metropolitan 
Company, for which the estimate is £1,300. It was found that 
Standing Orders bad not been complied with, and the Bill will, 
according:y, bave to go before the Standing Orders Committee. 

I. CC. (Subways and Tramways).—A Bill to empower the L С.С. 
to construct and use the subway and tramway between Theobald's 
Road aud the Vietoria Embankment, and to confer further powers 
on the Council with reference to subways and the laying of tram- 
ways thereiu. The Council are empowered to serve notice on 
companies using the streets to lay pipes and mains, &c., where 
subwars are constructed. Standing Orders were found to have b2en 
complied with. 


The following Bills came before the Examiners of the House of 
Commons on 24th inst. for proof of compliance with Standing 
Orders :— 

Wrerham District. Tramways. — А Bill for empowering the 
Wrexham and District Electric Tramways, Limited, to construct 
new tramways and other works, and to work the raid tramways 
by electrical power. The company are the owners of the tramways 
authorised by the Wrexham District Tramways Act, of 1873, aud 
have agreed to purchase the tramways authorised by the Wrexbam 
District Tramways Order, 1899. The tramways to be coustrueted 
arc in the Parish of Rhosllanerchrugog, in the County of De: high, 
and are: No. 1, 2 furlongs 336 chains in length, and No. 2, 
2 furlongs 8:23 chains. With regard to the purchase by local 
authority it is asked that Sec. 43 of the Tramways Act, 1870, shall 
in its application to the undertaking be modified by the period of 
42 years being substituted for the period of 21 years, and that the 
terms upon which the company may be required to sell the under- 
taking shall be the terms of paying the fair market value thereof as 
a going concern, but without any allowance for compulsory purchase. 
The examination «cf the measure was postponed till February lOtb. 

Cavehill and. Whitew Ul Tramicays.— Under this Bill it is sought to 
empower the Cavchill a.d Whitewell Tramways Company to work 
their tramways by el ctricity, to raise additional capital and other 
purposes, and to use land in the townland of Drumuadrough, іп the 
county of Antrim, for a generating station. The additional capital 
which the company is authorised to raise is a sum not exceediug 
£60,000. Standing Orders were fouud to have been complied 
with. 

City and Crustal Palace Railway —A Bill for incorporating the 
City and Crystal Palace Railway Company, and for empowering 
them to construct ап underground railway from Cannon Street to 
the Crystal Palace, and to take lands in Camberwell for a generating 
station. The capital is to be £3,750,000, and the first directors 
Gto. Riley, Herman Gwinner, and Jameson Ritchie. The necessary 
proofs of compliance with Standing Orders were given. | 

Bright.n andl R тосап Seashore Electric Tramroad.—This is a 
Dill to authori-e the Brighton and Rottingdean Electric Tramroad 
Company to divert a portion of their existing and authorised tram- 
road in the county of Susscx and to construct a new tramroad in lieu 
thereof. In 1893 the company was authorised to construct a liue 
aud raise £20,000 by sbares and 45.000 by borrowing. In 1896 an 
additional 48.000 for shares, aud 4£2,0(0 fur borrowing was 
authorised. They now asked to make a deviation tramroad 2 miles 
2 f rlongs and 7 chains in length, to be constructed on an open 
viaduct, and in substitution for the tramway constructed by the Act 
of 1823, commencing at the eastern boundary of Brighton, and 
terminating at the western side of the gap at Rottingdean. They 
also ask for power to raise £50,000 additional capital, and to borrow 
£.0,000. Standing Orders were found to have been coniplied with. 

Manchester C (i Circle Railway.— Under this Bill the Manchester 
City Circle Railway Company ask for power to construct a tube 
railway. It is only to be 2! miles in length, which will carry it at 
no poiut more than three-quarters of a mile from its commence- 
ment at the junction of Todd Strect and Long Millgate. The 
company proposes to take power to use aud appropriate without 
compensation therefor, the subsoil and undersurface of any publie 
street shown on tue deposited plans. Sec. 7 describes the method 
of construction to be adopted. This is to be done by means cf 
stecl shicles driven into the subsoil by hydraulic pressure, and 
Within these shiclds the men will excavate, aud line the tubes with 
metal plates of sufficient strength, апа where necessary with brick- 
work in cement. The shafts where necessary are to be sunk as a 
cylinder of iron, and where there is solid rock, the shaft isto go at 
least 2 ft. deep into the rock. The station tunnels are not to 
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exceed 35 ft. in diameter, the tunnels between the stations 12 ft., 
and the shafts 40 ft. Between the linings of the tunnels or shafts, 
and the soft subsoil, the interstices are to be filled up with lime or 
cement placed therein under pressure. Гог the purpose of keeping 
water out of the works, compressed air is to be used, and no pump- 


ing is to be allowed except in case of accident, or to remove rain . 


water or other trifling amounts of water that percolate into the 
borings. The fares proposed to be charged are very high 
compared with those on the most recently-authorised London 
tube systems, where a uniform fare of 2d. for any distance is all that 
is asked. In the case of the Manchester City Circle, power is taken 
to charge a minimum first class fare of 6d., second class 4d., and 
third class 2d. for distances up to two miles, and every fraction of a 
mile beyond two miles, or any greater number of miles, shall be 
deemed a mile, and the charge per mile is 3d. for first class, 2d. 
for second class, and 1d. for third class. The company's authorised 
capital is to be £1,200,000 with borrowing powers to the extent of 
£400,000 more. The incorporators and first directors are Messrs. 
Henry Fishwick, Frederick John Davis and Frederick Jones. 
There was no attendance, and presumably, therefore, the Bill is 
dropped. 

Newcasile Electric Supply.—This is a Bill to confer further 
powers upon the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Company ; 
under Sec. 9 the local authority may object to any proposed route 
for electric lines on the ground that it would traverse principal 
thoroughfares or busy streets, and may indicate an alternative route 
or deviation which, if thought reasonable by the Board of Trade, 
and if it does not involve undue increase of expenditure, shall be 
adopted. The company will only be allowed to supply electrical 
energy to authorised distributors or to other persons requiring a 
supply for power. In the schedule annexed to the Act, the prices 
are stated to be 6d. per unit for any quautity not exceeding 90 hours 
of supply, at thc maximum power demanded by the consumer, and 
2d. per unit for any further quantity. The dividend paid out of the 
clear profite of the company must not exceed 8 per cent., unless the 
average price per unit is less than 24d., the standard price, in which 
case the dividend may be increased iu the ratio of 4s. per cent. in 
respect of every 1] per cent. by which the average price charged is 
below the standard price. If the average price charged is above the 
standard price, the dividend is to be redueed. Sec, 28 gives the 
company power to enter into agreements with the County of 
Durham Power Supply Company and the County of Durham 
Electrical Distribution Company for the supply to them of energy 
for use beyond the promoters’ area of supply. The Bill was ordered 
to go forward for first reading. 

Fastbourne Corporation —This is an Omnibus Bill, and amongst 
the provisions contained in it are several with regard to the 
electric lighting undertaking, giving the Corporation power to 
supply electrical energy to premises having; a separate supply. 
Standing Orders were found to bave been complied with. 

Nottingham Corporation. — To empower the Corporation of 
Nottingham to construct additional tramways. Twelve new tram- 
ways of varying length are specified in the Bill. Power is asked in 
respect of the electric lighting undertaking, to alter the dates of 
making up accounts. The necessary proofs of compliance were 
given. 

North Metropolitan Electric Supply.—A Bill for extending the 
limits of supply authorised by Parliament; to extend the area of 
supply to Willesden, and take certain lands in that parish for the 
erection of a generating station; to raise 4250, 000 additional 
capital. The Bill was ordered to go forward for first reading. 

North Staffordshire Trauways.—A Bill for empoweriug the North 
Staffordshire Tramways Company to work their tramways by elec- 
trical power, and for conferring further powers upon that company 
and the Potteries Electric Traction Company, Limited, with regard 
to their respective tramways. Power is taken to use certain lands 
in the Parish of Stoke-on-Trent, and the Parish of Wolstanton for 
generating stations. As to the future purchase of tramways by 
local authorities, power sball only be given as follows: Ав 
regards a portion of the tramways in the Borough of Longton in 
1918; as regards a portion of the trams in Hanley in 1917; as 
regards portions of tramway in the boroughs of Burslem and Stoke- 
upon-Trent, and the Urban District of Fenton in 1917.—The Stand- 
ing Orders were found to have been complied with. 

London, Tilbury and Southend. Railicay.—The Bill promoted by 
the London, Tilbury and Southend Railway under Clause 28, em- 
powers the company at any time to work any part of tbe line by 
electrical power, and to lay down, maintain and use along any of 
the railways electric cables, mains, wires and apparatus uecessary 
for transmitting electrical energy ; or, it may euler into contracts 
with any other company or person to supply electrical energy for 
the working of the railways of the company or any part thereof. 
Power is taken to lease the Whitechapel Branch Railway and the 
Whitechapel (Mile End) station to the Metropolitan District Railway. 
The company with the District Company and the Whitechapel Rail- 
way may entcr iuto agreement with one another with respect to 
the use of the latter railway. Powers taken to take and hold lands 
at Little Ilford for the purpose of a generating station.— The neces- 
sary proofs of Standing Orders were given. | 

W hitechape! and Bow Railwan.—This is a Bill to confer further 
powers on the Whitechapel аһа Bow Railway Company, and for 
other purposes. This railway connects tbe Metropolitan District 
Railway aud the London, Tilbury and Southend Railway. Power 
is sought to complete the railway as a railway adapted for electric 
traction, and to equip the same as may be necessary. It shall be 
lawful for the company and the District Company, and the London 
and Tilbury, to enter into agreements with any company or Cor- 
poration for tbe supply of electric energy. Running powers are 
songht over certain portions of the District Railway, and power to 
make working agreements with the District Railway and the 


been complied with. 

Norwich Corporation. — Under this Bill, power is asked to carry 
out the transfer of the electric lighting undertaking from the 
Norwich Electricity Company to the Corporation of Norwich. The 
Bill was ordered to go forward. 

Ashten-under- Lyne and Dukinfield.—Under this Bill it is proposed 
to acquire the Alma Bridge, and to aboiish the tolls now taken by 
the owners of the bridge, the Ashton-under-Lyne and Dukinfield 
Bridge Company. The bridge was built in 1854 under an Act of 
Parliament of that year, and the two Corporations now propose to 
acquire it, mainly because of the difficulty of otherwise constructing 
a satisfactory tramway system through the two towns. There are, 
however, other important provisions in the measure. One of these 
confers on the Ashton-under-Lyne Corporation power to lease any 
tramways or light railways which form junctions with the tram- 
ways or light railways owned or leased by the Corporation, and the 
Corporation also takes power to sell, let for hire, fix, alter, repair, 
or remove (but not manufacture) electrical appliances. It is also 
provided that in the Borough of Ashton-under-Lyne no person 
shall in future act as driver, or have care, of more than опе cart or 
carriage. In the first schedule of the Act, the price fixed for the 
sale of the Alma Bridge is £8,333 6s. 8d. The Bill will go forward 
for first reading. | 

Southport and Lytham Tramways.—A Bill by the Southport апа 
Lytham Tramroad Company, which was formed for the purpose of 
constructing а tramroad from Southport to the north along the sea- 
shore, and then to bridge the estuary of the River Ribble with a 
conveyor bridge of peculiar construction. 'The amount of progress 
actually made with the project is much less than was expected to 
be made by the promoters when the Bill was originally passed, and 
now it is sought to increase the length of time during which the 
work may be completed by three years in the case of the tramroad, 
and five years in the case of the conveyor bridge. The financial 
arrangements of the company are also not such as they desire, and 
so power is taken to divide the shares in two. One part is to.be 
called a deferred half share, and must be fully paid up, while the 
other half share is to be called a preferred half share, and on this 
must be paid up at least 20 per cent. of its nominal value. Standing 
Orders were found to have been complied with. 


London and Tilbury Railway.—Standing Orders were found to have 


The following Bills, amongst others, came before the Examiner 
for proof of compliance with Standing Orders on 27th inst :— 

North Metropolitan. Tramways.—Under this Bill the North Metro- 
politan Tramways Company seek powers to convert their tramways 
within the County of Middlesex for electric traction. The tram- 
ways which are within the County of London, worked by the com- 


. pany, are owned by the London County Council, from whom the 


company hold a lease. Power to convert the tramways is held under 
the London County Council Act. Standiog Orders were found to 
have been complied with. 

Middlesex County Council Tramicays.—This is a Bill for empower- 
ing the County Council of Middlesex with certain powers under the 
Tramways Act, 1870. The Council ask that they should be deemed a 
local authority for certain purposes of the Act. Practically, what 
the Council seek is the power to construct tramways along the 
roads, and to control the tramway system of the county. The 
necessary proofs of compliance with Standing Orders werc forth- 
coming. 

бон! Wales Electrical Power Distribution Company.—The South 
Wales Power Distribution Company was incorporated by the South 
Wales Power Distribution Company Act, 1900, and empowered to 
construct and provide certain electricity generating stations for the 
storage апа supply of electricity within the County of Glamorgan, 
and part of the County of Monmouth. Under the present Bill the 
company ask that they may be empowered to acquire further lands 
as ап additional site for a generating station. The land in question 
is 2054 acres in extent, situated in the Urban District of Llantranum, 
in the County of Monmouth. The necessary proofs having been 
given, the Bill was ordered to go forward for tirst reading. 

Berhil? and Rotherfield Каі гау. -A Bill for the abandonment of 
the Bexhill and Rothertield Railway. The company was empowered 
in 1891 to make the railway, but none of the powers bave been 
exercised. The examination was postponed till February 3rd. 


PROCEDURE OF PRIVATE BILLS. 


The Chairman of Ways and Means has reported that he has con- 
ferred with the Chairman of Committees of the House of Lords for 
the purpose of determining in which House of Parliament the 
respective private Bills should be first considered. It has been 
decided that the following electrical Bills, or Bills containing 
electrical clauses, shall originate in the House of Lords :—Ashton 
and Dukinfield Corporation, Abertillery Urban District Council, 
Baker Street & Waterloo Railway, Birmingham and Midland Tram- 
ways, Bradford Corporation, Brompton & Piccadilly Railway, 
Central London Railway, Charing Cross, Euston & Hampstead 
Railway (No. 3), Charing Cross, Hammersmith & District Electric 
Railway, City & Crystal Palace Railway, City & North-East 
Suburban Electric Railway (No. 2), Devouport Corporation, 
Donegal Railway, Edgware & Hampstead Railway, Exeter and 
District Tramways, Great Northern & City Railway, Great 
Northern & Strand Railway, Great Northern Railway (No. 2), 
Hastings Tramways,- King’s Road Railway (Putney Extension), 
Leicester Corporation, London & Brighton Electric Railway, 
London United Electric Railways, Manchester District Tele- 
phone Board, Mexborough & Swinton Tramways, National Tele- 
phone Company (Manchester Area), National Telephone Com- 
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pany (Kingston - upon - Hull, Newcastle -on -Tyne Corporation, 
Tramways, North and South Shields Electric Railway, North-East 
London Railway (No. 2), North Ormsby, South Bank and Grange- 
town Tramways, North Staffordshire Tramways, Northumberland 
Electric Tramways, Nottingham Corporation, Piccadilly and City 
Railway (No. 2), Rhondda Urban District Council, Rossendale 
Valley Tramways, Saddleworth, Springhead and Lees Tramways, 
South Shields, Sunderland and District Tramways, Torquay and 
Paignton Tramways, Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads, Wigan 
Corporation, and Wrexham Tramways. The tube railways 
suspended from last ecssion will also originate in the House of 
Lords. 


LEGAL. 


LANE v. ELLIOT Bros. 


This case came before the Master of the Rolls and Lord Justices 
Romer and Mathew in the Court of Appeal on Wednesday last 
week on the appeal of the defendants from the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Ridley, sitting without a jury in the King's Bench Division 
in January of last year. This was an interpleader issue. The 
plaintiff, a chartered accountant, of Birmingham, sued, as Recciver 
of the New Fowler-Lancaster, Limited, a Birmingham company, to 
recover £269, which was alleged to be due from the Corporation of 
Brighton for certain electrical work performed for them under con- 
tract. The defendants, a firm of electrical engineers, carried out the 
work of the Birmingham company. and obtained from Mr. .Justice 
Buckley a garnishee order for the balance of an account due from 
the Brighton Corporation. The issue sent tothe Court for trial was, 
whether the plaintiff, asa Recciver for the debenture holders of the 
New Fowler-Lancaster, Limited, was entitled to the money, or 
whether the defendant firm, who carried out the electrical work, 
had -prior claim. It seemed tbat the original company was incor- 
porated in Birmingham in 1894 under the style of the Fowler- 
Lancaster, Limited, and was reconstructed in 1897 under the name 
of the New Fowler-Lancaster, Limited, and in Auvust of that year 
debentures to the amount of £12,000 were issued by the new com- 
pany. In January, 1898, the name of the company was further 
altered by dropping the word New,“ and that was approved 
by an extraordinary general meeting in February, and formally 
approved at another meeting in March. Although the 
alteration in name was duly registered at Somerset House, 
the secretary omitted to apply for the sanction of the Board of 
Trade under the Companies’ Acts, and therefore the new name of 
Fowler-Lancaster, Limited, was not a legal name. The company, 
however, continued to carry on its business under the amended title, 
and among other contracts entered into was that with the Brighton 
Corporation. On these facts the plaintiffs’ contention was that 
there being no such company as Fowler-Lancaster, Limited, the 
contract, though purporting to be entcred into with the company, 
was really entered into with the New Fowler-Lancaster, Limited, 
which was the only company legally in existence at the time. In 
that case the debenture holders of that company had prior claim to 
the property of the company, and plaintitf, as receiver on their 
behalf, wasentitled to judgment. The defendants contended that 
because the company’s real name was New Fowler-Lancaster, 
Limited, and that the debenture holders’ rights, whatever they 
were, were in respect of that company, they could have no rights as 


against Messrs. Elliott Bros., to receive this money, because the - 


defendants had contracted not with the New Fowler-Lancaster, 
Limited, but with Fowler-Lancaster, Limited, which company 
had no debentures. Mr. Justice Ridley held that the debenture 
holders had a right to take this money, and therefore entered 
judgment for the plaintiffs on the issue. Hence the present 
appeal of the defendants. 

Mr. Dankwerta, K.C., and Mr. Lowness, appeared fcr appellants ; 
and Mr. Lawrence, K.C., and Mr. McIntyre, for the respondents. 

The MasTER OF THE RoLLs, without calling upon counsel for the 
respondente, dismissed the appeal with costs. He said the first 
point taken by the appellants was that they beg the garnishce order. 
Having obtained absolute right to the money in question, the 
Brighton Corporation bad no authority to niake the plaintiff and 
defendants interplead in respect of the sum owing. Had that point 
been taken in the first instance the defendants would probably have 
succeeded, but they waited to see what the result of the inter- 
pleader proceedings would be before they raised the question. 
That was too late, and it could not now be raised. The only ques- 
tion for the Court, therefore, was with regard to the interpleader 
proccedings, The conclusion to which be had come was that, in 
tbe circumstances of the case, and inasmuch as the parties were 
claiming through the same company, Mr. Justice Ridley was 
right in entering judgment for the plaintiff, who, as receiver for 
the debenture holders, bad prior claim to the assets of the 
company. 

Lords Justices Romer and Mathew concurred. 


PATENT EXPLOITATION, LIMITED, v. SIEMENS Bros. & Co., 
LIMITED. 


Tits case came before Mr. Justice Buckley in the Chancery 
Division of the High Court of Justice on 21st inst., and continued 
over several days, judgment being reserved. The action was brought 
by the Patent Exploitation, Limited, Lord Street, Liverpool, for an 
injunction to restrain the defendants from infringing the letters 
patent No. 1,110 of 1890. Ап alternative claim aas made for 
damages. 


Mr. Cripps, K.C., Mr. Astbury, K.C., and Mr. A. B. Sbaw appeared 


. for the plaintiffs, and Mr. Moulton, K.C., Mr. Walter and Mr. Hume 


represented defendants. 

It appeared from the statement of claim that the plaintiffs main- 
tained they were the registered legal owners of the letters patent in 
question. It was granted to Charles Addison Hitchcock for a new 
invention entitled “ап improvement in galvanic batteries." The 
particulars of breaches set forth that the defendants had 
infringed the patent by manufacturing at their works at 
Woolwich shortly before the month of December, 1900, and by 
the sale in that month to different persons of batteries and of cells 
made in the manner described and claimed in the complete speci- 
fications of the plaintiffs’ letters patent. The defendants denied 
that the plaintiffs were at the date of the writ the registered legal 
owners of the patent, or that they had any title to!the same. They 
also denied that tbey had infringed the letters patent, and alleged 
that the patent was invalid by reason of the matters in the parti- 
eulars of objection. The particulars of objection set out that the 
alleged invention was not new by reason of (a) a prior publication 
of the invention; (b) prior user of the invention; and (c) prior 
publie knowledge. The particulars further alleged that the in- 
vention had been published in this country prior to tbe date of the 
said letters patent by the following speeifications :— British—(1) 
Winter, No. 2,037 of 1874; (2) Newton, No. 4,739 of 1880; (3) 
Walker, No. £33 of 1833; (4) Webo & Jensen, No. 1,998 of 1883; 
(5) Abel, No. 1,929 of 1887; (0) Dymond, No. 17,238 of 1888; (7) 
Dymond, No. 18,754 of 1858; (8) Smith, No. 2,297 of 1889; (9) 
Arnold & Coryell, No. 9,153 of 1889. French—Thiebaut, No. 
142,524 of April 26th, 1881, and the additions made thereto dated 
August 16th, 1881, and April 3rd, 1882. German—Bender, No. 
48,695, dated December 9th, 1888. American— Roberts, No. 386,090 
of 1888. The particulars of objection went on to state that the 
invention had been published in certain passages of Prof. Silvanus 
Thompson's book “ Elementary Lessons iu Electricity and Mag- 
netism," issued in 1882; and in Delahaye's “L'Année Electrique, 
Deuxième Annee,” which was published in France in 1886. The 
particulars further represented that the iuvention had been used in 
this realm prior to the date of the letters patent by the defendants 
who purchased in 1889, and used in the same year at their works at 
Woolwich Gassner dry celle, which cells were constructed substan- 
tially as described in the plaintiffs’ letters patent; by the importa- 
tion by Messrs. Kemp & Lauritzen, of Copenhagen, in February, 
1888, and the use by Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, by the India- 
Rubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Company, and 
by Messrs. Wcodhouse & Rawson, within this realm, of 
dry cells known as “ Hellesen dry cells,’ which cells 
were constructed substantially as described in the plaintiffs’ 
specification. 'The particulars went on to allege that there had 
been prior user of the invention by the common general use of saw- 
dust, plaster, and other suitable materials for fixing the liquids 
used in galvanic batteries, and by the common general use of a 
depolarising agent in mixture with the exciting agent in contact 
with the negative, electrode. The defendants further pleaded that 
the alleged invention was not proper subject matter of letters 

atent. 
P Mr. Скірг5, K.C., in opening the case for the plaintiffs, said they 
had been advised that there was no anticipation, and nothing to 
constitute absence of subject matter. Не did not imagine that the 
point as to infringement would be a very serious point in the case 
if the plaintitfs were right as regarded the validity of the patent. 
The subject matter of the invention was what was known as a dry 
cell or dry galvanic battery. There was no question as to the.prin- 
ciples involved in galvanic batteries. These were very old. The 
subject matter of the invention was the particular way of applying 
what were well-known principles in & manner that had never been 
invented or arrived at before. Tbat was a novelty in this particular 
patent. The real problem was—and there had been a very large 
number of attempts to solve it in a very effective manner—to apply 
the exciting and depolarising agents in such a manner as to get the 
maximum efficiency, and enable the cell to bave as long a life as 
possible. As regarded the utility of the patent in question there 
could be no doubt. The cells were sold by hundreds of thousands, 
and they had driven everything else out of the market. During the 
last year or two, whilst what was alleged by plaintiffs as an 
infringing cell was offered for sale, the number of cells manufac- 
tured by plaintiffs was to a certain extent affected. Proceeding, 
the learned counsel described the type of cell in the invention. 
The outside case was zinc. Inside, and next to the zinc, there was 
the exciting agent, which, instead of being liquid, was of a 
plastic or semi-plastic character. It was essential that it should 
not be liquid, and it was essential that it should be a material that 
would stand in its place, and that it should be a material воћ- 
ciently damp, not only for the purpose of conducting the elec- 
tricity, but in order that it should remain against the zinc. There 
were various attempts to make a cell of that description, but some 
of them failed owing to the fact that the material used in connection 
with the zinc dried up, and was no longer in close contact, with the 
result that the cell became practically valueless. The inner part of 
the cell was carbon, and between the carbon rod and the plastic 
material was a black mixture, which contained both the depolarising 
and the exciting agent. It was so constituted that the depolarising 
clement could never diffuse through the plastic material. If it did 
so, it might attack the zinc when the cell was not in action, and 
that would be a waste and a disadvantage. The depolarising avents 
were pulverised peroxide of manganese 3 parts, with pulverised 
carbon 3} parts. Prior to the date of this specification, there was 
no instance where a powdered material was used in the same way ав 
in the invention in question, and there was no prior knowledge 
before the date of Hitehcock's patent of 1890. The learned counsel 
then produced a cell, which he declared was an infringement of the 
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plaintiffs’ patent. He considered that the cell produced was an 
exact copy of the patent in question. 
galvanic battery, having the space between its positive and negative 
electrodes filled with a semi-solid or plastic exciting agent in two 
layers, tbe one layer in contact with the negative electrode having 
depolarising agents intermixed therewith, and the other layer in 
contact with the positive electrode having no such depolarising 
agents, substantially as set forth." 

Prof. SILVAN us THouPsoN was then called in support of the 
plaintiffs’ case. He stated, in answer to questions by Mr. Cripps, 
that it had always been one of the objects of invantors to get rid of 
local action in such cells. The witness stated that there was no 
scientific difficulty in the construction of the plaintiffs’ specification. 
It was exceptionally clear. They began with what was called the 
exciting agent. Details were given as to the preparation of the 
mixture. In order to get an efficient cell of long life it was 
important to get this moist paste-like substance. There must be a 
sufficient supply of moisture to last. The next mixture was the 

ising mixture—the second layer. This mixture was such 
that it was not diffused through the’ exciting mixture. There was 
value in having the exciting agent mixed with the polarising 
agent—it reduced the resistance. It had been found very useful 
commercially. 

Mr. Cripps: Speaking generally, do you know of any other 
cell—dry cell—which has the same efficiency and life?—I know 
of none. 

Do you know of any dry cell of similar directions and arrange- 
ments ?—No ; I know of none. 

His LogpsHriP: Before 1890, you did not know of the existence 
of any other cell or cells ?—No. 

| ination continued: He thought there was an advantage in 
having the powdered carbon mixed with the powdered peroxide of 
manganese. This problem had been intended to be solved by a 
good many inventions. Не bad looked through all the suggested 
anticipations with regard to the question of subject matter. He 
liked to have examples of these inventions as they came out. He 
did not find anywhere in any of the alleged anticipations the 
structure and arrangements which were disclosed in the plaintiffs’ 
specification. | . 

Cross-examined by Mr. FLETCHER Мосттох: Just look at line 
26. “The materials mentioned as electrodes "—which means zinc 
and carbon—‘ and as exciting and depolarising. agents, and their 
proportions may be varied." That applies to any batteries, what- 
ever the electrodes were?— There are limits within which you may 
vary; you cannot use, say, mahogany. 

That is not an electrode. Will you tell me anything in the 
specification which límits the.choice of electrodes?—I think that 
common sense would tell you. | 

Perhaps you draw a distinction between common sense and elec- 
trical knowledge. He says it may apply to any electrodes, and you 
do not get out of my patent by using any electrodes? It does not 
draw a specific line. | 


Hitchcock's claim was, A 


Does it give any dividing line ?—It assumes that there are 


‘materials which may be used as possible electrodes. 

_ I put it to you that any electrode may be used ?—Any ordinary 
electrode. 

‚ You may vary the electrodes and vary the subslances used for 
exciting and depolarising agents. I put it to you that it is not a 
particular battery that his invention dealt with, but it was batteries 
generally—a particular transformation of batteries generally ?—I 
do not think it would be so understood. 

I put it to you that he meant to claim it for any kind of battery ? 
—The specification obviously relates to a type of cell. 

The WrTNESS, further cross-examined, said that the claim must be 
read in connection with the body of the specification. As he under- 
stood the specification, it related to a ty pe of cell like the Leclanché, 

- viz, a non-acid excitant and а solid depolariser. He stated that 
chloride of zinc was a very well known hygroscopic agent, with a 
reputation quite equal to its merits. 

‚ Mr. MourroN: Now let us see what light the specification throws 
on the particular adjective used. Would you look at line 23: 
These are mixed with water two parts to form a semi-solid, which 
is packed in around the carbon С.” Do you see that ?— Yes. 

The substances are pulverised peroxide of manganese, which is 

an insoluble powder like very fine sand ?—Yes. 

And pulverised carbon ?—Yes. 

So that it really consists simply of a powder moistened as far as 

its physical condition is considered? — With sal ammoniac and 
chloride of zinc. 


The learned counsel then referred the witness to a certificate . 


relating to a battery described in а French patent, No. 142,524, of 
April 26tb, 1881. In that battery there was a stick of carbon, and 
that which was around it was & mixture of potash, plaster of Paris, 
and peroxide of maganese. 

Mr. Movr ron: Не there admits the excitant and the de- 
poenae and he uses them thus ?—It is altogether an impracticable 


g. 
Referring to “Castle Smith," the WirNEss stated that in tbat 
patent a hole was put so that the gas could get out. He did not 
suppose that Castle Smith thought it to be new, because he did 
not claim it. It had been in every Leclanché cell from the begin- 
ning. The Castle cell under that name was not largely sold in the 
market. He knew the Hellesen cell. It was one of the first dry 
cells in the market, and had at one time a considerable sale, but it 
was one of those that had now been superseded. Castle Smith's 
5 described a great deal more than any one cell It 
eacribed a method of solidifying the electrolyte for secondary 
batteries—accumulators. The Hellesen cell differed in several ways 
from Castle Smith's specification. The outer liquid was not a sticky 
stuff. The carbon in the Hellesen cell was made hollow with a lot 


^. 


- Blightest suggestion of two 


of asbestos stuffed up the interior. Oxides were used in the 
Hellesen cell. | 
Mr. Моџгтом, in answer to his Lerdship, said that the Hellesen 
cell was the commercial name for the Castle Smith. | 
Re-examined by Mr. Cars, the WirNESS stated that it was 
extremely important to keep the depolarising agent away from the 
zinc, and so far as he knew, the plaintiffs’ system was the first 
attempt at doing it in that way. It was the first time that they 
had got the non-diffusion without any diaphragm or canvas bag. 
That was very important, because the diaphragm interfered with 
the conductivity. | | 
Assuming that our patent is valid, in your opinion is what the 
defendants did an infringement ?—Is not that for the Court ?— 
take it that the construction and purpose are identical. 
The hearing was adjourned. 


s 


The hearing of the case was resumed on 22nd inst. 

Mr. Joun REGINALD GAUL, in answer to Mr. SHaw, said he was em- 
ployed in the Engineers’ Department of the National Telephone Co. 
He had had 15 years’ experience as clectrical engincer, and was very 
well acquainted with all types of battery. The Telephone Company 
now largely used the E.C.C., or Burnley, type of battery, which was 
the plaintiffe’. Up to the date of plaintiffs’ invention, the Telephone 
Company had used no other type of dry cell battery except experi- 
mentally. The Burnley battery was a successful one commercially. 
The company began to use it in 1892, and since that time they had 
bought considerably over 120,000. The Obach cell of the defendants, 
as far as efficiency was concerned, was equally as good as the 
plaintiffs’ cell. The company commenced to buy the Obach cell 
about four or five years ago. With the exception of these two 
batteries, the company had not found any dry batteries 
successfal. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WALTER : He could not speak as to the 
relative construction of the differcut battcries. He could only speak as 
to their efficiency. A dry battery with no vent-hole at the top would 
probably burst. The company did have some trouble with the carly 
cells supplied by plaintiffs. Some of the cells had burst, but that 
happened with all dry cells. 

Prof. JOHN ATTFIELD, examined by Mr. Аѕтвовү, said he was a 
Fellow of the Royal Society, a Fellow of a considerable number of 
other scientific bodies, author of а manual of chemistry which had 
run to its 17th edition, and Professor of Chemistry to the 
Pharmaceutical Society for 34 years. He had examined all the 
documents that were alleged as anticipating plaintiffs invention. 
He did not find the plaintiffs’ invention, or any of its characteristics, 
disclosed in any of these earlier documents. Nothing in them 
would lead him as a chemist to make a battery having the 
characteristics of plaintiffs’ battery. In the plaintiffs’ specification, 
he found a clear direction for keeping away the depolariscr from 
the zinc. The construction of a battery, according to plaintiffs’ 
specifications, gave advantages which could not be found in any of 
the alleged anticipations. The plaintiffs’ battery had superseded 
all attempted dry batteries before it. The improvements in its 
construction sufficiently accounted for that fact. He had been 
given one of the defendants’ Obach batteries to analyse. From 
that analysis he had no hesitation in saying that that battery was 
made in accordance with the plaintiffs’ specification. 

Cross- examined by Mr. WarrER, WirNESS said he did not 
pretend to be an electrical expert. No specific electrodes had any- 
thing to do with plaintiffs’ invention. He was not familiar with 
the Daniell cell. The specification of the plaintifis was not 
limited in his opinion to plaster of Paris and nothing more. 
In Webb and Jensen he found no suggestion of an insoluble depo- 
lariser used in conjunction with a carbon pole. He found no 
direction as to the consistency of the pastes relative to conductivity. 
He did not think that Webb and Jensen could fairly be said to 
direct the plaintiffs particular mode of advantages. In Castle 
Smith there was no prescription for either paste. Не found that a 
substance which required setting like plaster of Paris was “ruled 
out." Gum would not set like plaster of Paris, and had not its 
characteristics. He did not know that gum and size were about as 
bad conductors as could be used. There was no hygroscopic sug- 
gestion in Castle Smith, and no suggestion of diffusion of depo- 
lariser. With regard to Bender, the Witness said that chalk would 
not set like plaster of Paris. He found no suggestion in Bender 
for making your depolarising agent into a paste, or anything of that 
kind. He found no dircction to use hygroscopic elements in two 
pastes side by side. With regard to Thiebaut, there was not the 
semi-solid pastes side by side. 
There was no direction to keep them damp by hygro copic means, 
and there was no suggestion to powder your manganese so that with 
water it would make a paste. He found no provision as to two 
pastes of any kind side by side. Thiebaut's would not lead him in 
any way to get the plaintiffs’ particular mode of construction. It 
was common knowledge that depolarisers should not come into con- 
tact with the zinc. He did not know of plaster of Paris being used 
in other dry batteries, but he was not familiar with many types of 
dry batteries. . 

Mr. BUTLER, examined, said he was the manager of the Electrical 
Power Storage Company, and was himself concerned with the 
manufacture of the Burnley batteries. In 10 years they had sold 
about 1,250,000 cells. The Obach cells competed with them. In 
1897 there was a falling off in the sales of the Burnley cells. 
The Hellesen was not sold in England until after 1890, and that 
was not as good as the Burnley. During the 10 years no cells 
competed with the Burnel except the Obach. 

Mr. May, laboratory superintendent of the Electrical Power Storage 
Company, examined, sajd that he had had a large experience in 
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dry cells, and in connection with them had done a large amount of 
experimental work. He knew Thiebaut's specification. He had 
made various experiments on the lines of the first certificate of 
addition of Thiebaut’s patent. In no case could he get the water to 
go to the bottom of the mixture. In following the directions he 
found in Thiebaut, he did not succeed in fashioning a dry cell, 
although he tried very hard to do it. Conductivity was bettcr 
maintained in plaster of paris than in gummy materials. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Mouton: It depended upon the paste 
used to show what the efficiency of the battery was. The parti- 
cular efficiency of his experiments depended upon the paste һе 
used. | 

Mr. Harry THEODORE BARNETT, а member of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, examined, said that he was some years ago 
engaged by the Electric Construction Corporation, Limited, to 
introduce the Burnley battery to the trade, and for that purpose he 
travelled a great deal over the United Kingdom and saw a great 
many people. In his opinion there was no commercial dry battery 
in the market which could compete with tbe plaintiffs. The 
Gassner was occasionally brought down by clients to be tested, and 
in every case, where it was not absolutely inoperative it gave very 
little current or efficiency. The bulk of the Gassner batteries 
brought down were found to be practically inoperative. He never 
found the Gassner battery in commercial use. As far as he knew, 
the plaintiffs’ was the firet battery made in this country to be of any 
commercial use. 

Cross- examined by Mr. Moutton: He knew nothing about the 
construction of the Gassner battery. Dry batteries were used 
largely for telephones. Dry Daniell cells were largely used in the 
telegraph world. : 

This being the close of the plaintiffs’ evidence, Mr. AsTBURY 
summed up the plaintiffs’ case. Не said his Lordship would gather 
it was one of those cases where the room for invention was verv 
small in area. Whenever а mau made an invention of a well-known 
article, having well-known parts, put together in a perfectly well- 
known way, and made an article which wasotherwise commercially 
useless into ap article of enormous value, the defence always was 
that there was no room for invention. 

His LoRgpsuiP: What do you вау the invention is? 

Mr. Аѕтвувү said it was abundantly clear that whatever it was, 
an article made in conformity with the directions had made a great 
trade. Nobody denied tbat. It solved the problem which people 
tried to solve and could not. 

His Lorpsuie said he wanted to know what the patentee 
claimed ? | 

Mr. AsTBUnY replied tbat the invention was the construction and 
arrangement of parts of a well-known article. 

His LonpsHIP: Your first statement is that your patent is for 
construction and arrangement ? 

Mr. ASTBURY: Yes; nothing else. 

His LonpsuiP: Then tell me what parts he claims. 

Mr. AsTBURY said he would begin with line 26 of the specifica- 
tion. Tbe materials mentioned as electrodes and as exciting aud 
depolarising agents, and the proportions of those agents, you might 
vary. 

The first thing was to see what must be the limits of variation. 
The patentee used two pastes in a semi-solid state. “ Опе in contact 
with the negative electrode, having intermixed with it depolarising 
agents, and one in contact with the positive clectrode having no 
such depolarising agents in its composition." The next thing he 
did was to make detinite instruction as to hygroscopic provision in 
each paste. The patentce said “or other hygroscopic analogue." 
The paste must be a paste which will set, but having set to a semi- 
solid, is а damp paste, and the patcntee showed how to make it. 
The patentee had given directions which had led to an enormously 
useful thing for commerce. The defendants not only copied the 
plaintiffs’ invention, but copied it with the greatest minuteness. 
They make their battery absolutcly like the plaintiffs’. There was 
not a word of cross-examination as to that. 

His Lorpsuie said that after the evidence, he took it that the 
defendauts did not deny infringement. 

Mr. Crives said that he certainly understood that. 

Mr. Моогтох did not think it had been proved that the materials 
were the same. 

His Lorpsuip: No, not the materials the same. 

Mr. Mouton, in opening the defendants’ case, contended that 
the plaintiffs’ claim was too broad. The patentee claimed having 
both his electrolytes in the form of paste or semi-solids, and any use of 
these he said came within his claim. It was necessary to refer to 
the words of the claim very carefully. The claim was so broad that 
it limited the whole manufacture of batteries. He (counsel) felt 
perfectly satisfied that the specification was drawn up with the 
intention of tclling the world that if you chose to use both your 
electrolytes in the shape of paste, then you were using this patent. 
The monopoly claimed was so wide that he did not know where 
the monopoly could be said to end in the case of dry batteries. 
The meaning of a claim was, he thought,the meaning to persons 
who read it carefully with an intelligent mind, and with the 
intention of ascertaining what the particular monopoly was. He 
wanted to show that there was not one single word in the speci- 
fication or claim which could suggest the intricate and elaborate 
meaning which his learned friend had tried to put upon it. Where 
his learned friend had got that from was not from the language of 
the -pecification or claim, but from the necessities of the case. 
The claim was “a galvanic battery, having the space between its 
positive and negative electrodes tilled with а semi-solid or plastic 
exciting agent in two layers, the one layer in contact with the 
negative electrode having depolarising agents intermixed therewith, 
and the other layer in contact with the positive electrode, baving 
no such depolarising agents, substantially as set forth.“ 


His LonpsurP: He claims the construction and arrangement of 
a galvanic battery. He does not claim a galvanic battery. He 
means: “I claim the construction and arrangement of a galvanic 
battery in manner aforesaid.” 

Mr. Mouton agreed. The learned counsel then read the speci- 
fication, and said that not one of the ingredients the patentee 
mentioned was new. It was common knowledge to use them. 
He guarded himself by using the word preferably, во 
that it was obvious he did not base his claim on the ingre- 
dients he mentioned. What he (counsel) said the patentec 
meant to claim, and did claim, was having both the elec- 
trolytes in a pasty or semi-solid condition. If they were 
right in that, the admissions the plaintiffs’ witnesses had made were 
amply sufficient for the defendants’ purpose because of this. Long 
before this time it was known perfcctly well that the physical con- 
dition of the electrolyte was a matter of option. You might have it 
а fluid or you might have it a paste. The optional character of the 
physical condition of the electrolyte was a matter of common 
knowledge. Common knowledge had to be read into every specifi- 
cation both for and against the patentee. 

The hearing was again adjourned. 


Ввтант'8 LIGHT AND Power Company, LIMITED. 


THE case of Bright’s trustee v. Vidal was mentioned on 24th inst. 
before Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady in the Chancery Division. Mr. 
Eve, K.C., and Mr. Van Neck represented the plaintiff, and Mr. 
Elgood appeared on behalf of the defendants. The motion was one 
by which the Court was asked to restrain the dealing with 
certain shares in Bright’s Electric Light and Power Company, 
Limited. 

Mr. Evx, for the plaintiff, said that already an undertaking had 
been given by the defendants not to transfer or otherwise deal with 
the shares pending the hearing of the action. It appeared that in 
September or October, 1900, the company’s agents in Buenos Ayres 
became indebted to the company to the extent of £6,000. The 
view of some of the directors—Colonel Hayworth among them— 
was that this £6,000 should be accounted for and remitted from 
Buenos Ayres to this side. Thereupon they cancelled the power of 
attorney held by the agents and appointed a bank to act for them 
on that side. This did not suit the persons who were pulling the 
strings, and accordingly they presented a requisition requiring the 
directors to convene a meeting fer the purpose of removing the 
members of the then board and substituting another board. That 
was on October 4th last. The board declined to summon a meeting, 
and thereupon on December 31st the requisitionists sent out a notice 
summoning an extraordinary general mecting of Bright’s Light and 
Power Company to pass resolutions for the removal of all or some 
of the old directors and to appoint other directors in accordance 
with article 51. Mr. Vidal was a signatory to that requisition. 
The meeting purported to have been held on January 12th, and a 
resolution passed removing certain directors and substituting others. 
This state of things being brought about, a dispute arose as to 
which was really the board, and counsel was instructed that an 
action was commenced, which was pending before Mr. Justice 
Buckley, and a receiver and manager of the company (Mr. Welton) 
had been appointed. Then a motion was pending before Mr. Justice 
Bryne for the purpose of removing Mr. Welton as receiver and . 
manager. Counsel submitted that pending the trial of this action 
it would not be right that the holders of these shares should be 
entitled to vote in respect of them. There were 6,183 shares. The 
defendant Vidal was transferee of the shares іо secure payment to 
him of £11,100—-it almost made one’s mouth water—for services 
rendered in the nature of legal advice to Mr. F. R. Bright, brother 
of Charles Bright. He added that the bankrupt left the coun'ry 
after the receiving order was made against him, and claimed to 
control meetings of the board which had been held in Boulogn.. 

After hearing Mr. Ercoop, 

His Lorpsuir said that he was of opinion that the plaintiff ^ad 
made out such а case as required and compelled the Court to graat 
an injunction in terms of the notice of motion until the trial of tne 
action. The plaintiff was trustee of the property of Charles Bright, 
the bankrupt, and the defendant was Mr. Vidal and a company 
called Bright’s Light and Power Company, Limited, and the motion 
had reference to 6,183 fully-paid shares in that company. J ere 
was a dispute between the bankrupt's trustee (the plaintiff) «nd 
Vidal as to the ownership of the shares. The plaintiff's case was 
that they belonged to him in his capacity as trustee. Vidal claimed 
the shares as having been transferred to him in respect to a claim 
of £11,100 for legal advice and services and expenses incurred for 
one Frederick Richard Bright. Upon the’ facts it appeared that 
the shares were issued to Charles Bright and originally stood 
in his name. Plaintiff said that was because he was the beneficial 
owner of the shares. Defendant said that Mr. Chas. Bright was 
then trustee for F. R. Bright or his firm. An arrangement had 
been referred to, made in November, 1898, whcreby the company 
purchased certain power stations in Santiago, and elsewhere. from 
F. К. Bright and his partners, and the consideration was in sbares 
of the company, and all the shares so paid for were put into the name 
of Chas. Bright or other nominees. In order to «ee whether there 
was any confirmation of the story, his Lordship asked for the 
contract. Tne transaction was represented as being a sale of 
property at Salta aud Santiago for shares, aud no contract had been 
produced, nor was there any evidence of any contract having ever 
been entered into between the defendant company and the firm 
comprising F. R. Bright and his partuers. 'Then it was said that 
Charles Bright was acting under power of attorney for the firm; 
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but the only statement as to a power of attorney was one from 
F. R. Bright alone, which was not produced. The shares were 
transferred from the name of Charles Bright to the name of Mr. 
Fudge, and it appeared that after the act of bankruptcy committed 
by Chas. Bright, and after the date of the recciving order, Fudge 
was directed to transfer, or requested to transfer, and Fudge did 
transfer, 6,183 of his shares into the name of Vidal. Plaintiff's case 
was that that transfer was mcrely to put further difficulties in the 
plaintiff's way to establish his title. On behalf of Vidal, it was said 
that the transaction was entered into with a view of giving him 
security for his claim against F. R. Bright. It could not be disputed 
that there was a substantial question to be tried, and Vidal might 
have considerable difficulty in establishing his claim to the shares. 
On the materials at present before the Court, Vidal had not proved 
that the shares belonged to him. The question of what ought to be 
done till the trial remained; there was a conflict of evidenoe 
as to the facts since the date of thereceiving order, and with regard 
` to the fact that a meeting bad taken place at Boulogne, and that 
Charles Bright, although not a director, bad attended the board 
meeting, exercised considerable influence, and claimed to control 
the meeting. Ніз Lordship was satisfied there was a great deal 
more behind, and that the proceedings which had been taken with 
regard to the dealings in these shares, and the attempts made to 
control the company, could not be justified. The defendant Vidal 
must be restrained, not only from dealing with the shares, but from 
voting upon them, until the action was tried, and he made an order 
accordingly in terms of the notice of motion. 

A motion by the plaintiff against one Morino stood over on an 
undertaking given by Mr. Peck, representing the defendant, in terms 
of the notice of motion, for a week. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY CLAIM. 


At Marylebone County Court, on Monday, Matthew Foley, an elec- 
trical engineer’s navvy, claimed £50 damages under the Employers’ 
Liability Act, against Callender's Cable and Construction Company, 
Limited, in respect of personal injuries alleged to have been sus- 
tained in consequence of negligence on the part of the defendants 
or their servanta. The plaintiff stated that in September last he 
~ was in the employment of the defendants, his salary being £1 10s. 7d. 
for a week of 524 hours. On September 28th he was assisting iu 
laying electric cables in trenches along Seymour Street and Wig- 
more Street, his chief duty consisting in handing pails of hot pitch 
to other men, who poured it into the iron channels holding the 
cables. With a view to avoiding injury through the splashing of 
the hot pitch, the men wore large, thick leather gloves or 
gauntlete, supplied by the firm. Finding that a pair of these gloves 
which he secured was shranken and cracked, he (plaintiff) took the 
precaution to put on a second pair over the first. А pail of the 
pitch was placed on the ground by one of the other men for witness 
to pass along the trench. He caught hold of the two handles of the 
pail, but found that, owing to it being too full, some of the pitch 
had ran over and stuck the pail to the ground. He gave another 
pull, when the pail appeared to tilt a little, causing a quantity of the 
boiling pitch to fall upon his right hand. Had the gloves been 
whole, and of the proper length, no injury would have resulted, but, 
owing to their being cracked or torn, and not being long enough to 
cover the wrist, he sustained a terrible burn. Owing to the 
injuries, he had not been able to do any work since the day of the 
accident. 

CouNSEL for the defence submitted that there was no evidence 
of negligence for which the defendants were responsible, to go to 
the jury; Judge STONOR dissented. 

Evidence was given for the defence, including that of Mr. Percy 
Мовзор, second engineer to the Charing Cross and Strand Electricity 
Supply Corporation, Ltd., who stated that he had had some 15 years’ 
experience in such work as that in question, and he believed that 
the gloves, as worn by the plaintiff, were such as were generally 
used for the work. 

Other evidence to the snme effect having been given, the jury 
returned a verdict in favour of the plaintiff, assessing the damages 
at £20, and judgment was given accordingly, costs being allowed on 
the scale above £20. 


THE AMERICAN BTEEG AND WIRE Company, LIMITED, v. W. T. 
Groves & Co., LIMITED. 
THE SAME v. FELTEN & QUILLEAUME. 
W. T. GLOVER & Co., LIMITED, v. THE AMERICAN STEEL AND WIRE 
COMPANY, DIMITED. 


THESE actions all came on before Mr. Justice Farwell on Tuesday 
last, in the Chancery Division of tbe High Courts of Justice, 
London. The first two actions were discontinued, and the Court 
had only to deal with the third, that by Glover & Co., Limited, a 
Manchester firm, against the American Steel & Wire Company, 
Limited, in which an injunction was asked to restrain the defen- 
dants from infringing Edmuuds's patent, No. 3,119 of 1893, for im- 
provements in the formation of solid ends in connection with 
flexible or compound electrical connectors. Mr. T. Terrell, К.С. 
Mr. C. F. Jenkins, K.C, and Mr. Frost representéd the plaintiffs ; 
and Mr. Fletcher Moulton, K.C., and Mr. A. J. Walters appeared 
for the defendant company. ` 


Mr. TERRELL, іп opening the case, said that the patent which ' 


tbe defendants were alleged to have infringed was No. 3,119 of 
1893. The patent had reference to the manufacture of what were 
called bonds for rails for electrical purposes. They might also be 


used for the manufacture of dynamos, but they need not deal with 
that in this case. The result of that has been that this invention 
has been unanimously adopted throughout the clectrical world for 
the purpose of connecting rails together. What the defendants 
had done was tolstart making a solid end, and they took out а patent 
for it. The infringement was admitted. The defendants took a 
bundle of wires and made a sleeve, and heated the sleeve and the 
bandle of wires very hot—white hot—and then by a great compres- 
sion they jammed the two together and made them solid. The 
plaintitis said that that constituted an infringement of Edmunds's 
patent. It would, of course, depend upon the construction his 
Lordship put on the plaintiffs’ specification whether it con- 
stituted infringement of Edmunds's patent. His learned 
friends on the, other side raised several issues. They said there 
was no subject matter in the plaintiffs’ patent. But how they could 
say that, he (Mr. Terrell) did not know. The defendants had 
brought an action complaining of infringement of thcir patent for 
making the solid end in a particular way, aud when he discontinued 
that action, his solicitors wrote to the plaintiffs a letter—which the 
plaintiffs werc entitled to rely upon—stating that they discontinued 
the action, their reason for discontinuing being because there was 
no proof tbat the plaintiffs had infringed the particular way the 
defendants adopted. The learned counsel then read the plaintitfs' 
complete specification, the claim in which was ''Flexible or com- 
pound electrical conductors provided with solid ends in the manner 
hereinbefore described." The learned counsel submitted that the 
construction of the specification was the making a solid end of thc 
same metal by upplying it to the end of the wires at the requisite 
temperature— preferably the most convenient method being 
casting on. 

Mr. Јлмеѕ SWINBURNE, electrical engineer, examined by Mr. 
TERRELL, said that the plaintiffs’ specitication was clear; his 
arrangement was new at that date, and it came into gencral use. 
The importance of the conductor being flexible, and the end solid 
was that there would be no break in the conductor even if there were 
movement in the rails. 

Mr. Рнплр Dawson, examined by Mr. TERRELL, said he had read 
the plaintiffs’ specification, and he knew of the application of rail 
bonds with solid ends of the same metal to elcctrical enginecring 
generally. Rail bonds made with solid ends of the same metal had 
been a great commercial success. No engineer would specify any 
other sort of bonds than those in a contract. The only method 
which had proved satisfactory, in his experience, was the one-metal 
bond. 

Mr. Beaumont, an electrical engineer, also gave evidence in sup- 
port of the plaintiffs’ case. Не said he had studied the plaintiffs’ 
specification. In his experience the want of a flexible conductor 
in rail bonds was widely felt until these, the subject matter of the 
present action, were made. Before 1893 he had never heard of such 
а tting as a one-metal bond. 

Mr. TERBELt having intimated that this was the plaintiffs’ casc, 
Mr. WALTER said he would not waste time by addressing his Lord- 
ship at that stage, but would proceed at once with his evidence. 

Sir FREDK. BRAMWELL, examined by Mr. WALTER, said he had 
read Edmunds’ specification. The process he found described in it 
was to take a group of metallic wires, put the ends of those wires 
into a mould, and pouring metal into that mould to fill it and 
embrace the wires. So far as that was a process of binding two 
metals together, it was not new at tbe date of the specification. 
As regarded the specification itself, there was nothing limiting the 
scope or kind of the metal composing the wires or fixing the ends. 
“ Burning on,” in the sense used in this specification, was commonly 
known in connection with metals of all sorta at the date of the 
specification. In his opinion the defendants did not use the process 
claimed by the plaintiffs. ‘‘Casting on" was at the time of the 
specification a known method of joining metals. 

Mr. DuGaLp CLERK, examined by Mr. WALTER, said he was an 
electrical engineer, and had designed machinery for some of the 
largest works in the Midlands. He knew the plaintiffs' specifica- 
tion, and there was not a word about welding in it, or anything to 
teach the world that one could weld copper together. He was 
speaking of “welding” as distinguished from “burning.” The 
defendants’ rail bond was welded. 

In cross-examin:stion, W1TNEss said that the article made under 
the specification of 1893 was superior to anything they had had 
before. 

Thix being the defendants’ case, Mr. WALTER addressed his Lord- 
ship on behalf of the defendants. 

At the conclusion of the arguments of counsel, his LORDSHI said 
he did not think he should gain anything by reserving judgment. 
He thought the construction of the specification was plain. Не 
agreed that it was a patent for a process. Не thought that where 
the patentee alluded in the specitication t» metals he alluded to all 
metals. He thought that the claim was for an old process, as it had 
always been applied to substances in the жау hitherto applied. 
His Lordship could see no sort of invention at all in it. What the 
defendants did was to ‘ weld," and reading the plaintiffs’ specifica- 
tion by the light of scientific knowledge, at the time be thought the 
intention was not to include welding, because it was not known at 
the time that you could weld copper to copper. In his opinion the 
action failed, aud must be dismissed with сов'в. 


THE SUPPLY or ELECTRICITY TO THE Sr. Екміхѕ Hoven, 


IN the Chancery Division on 24th inst., before Mr. Justice Kekewich, 
Mr. Warrington, K.C., and Mr. Mitchel] renewed, on behalf of 
Mr. Husey, the receiver in possession of the St. Ermin's Hotel 
Victoria. Street, Westminster, bis application for an injunction to 
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restrain the London Electric Supply Corporation from cutting off the 
supply of electricity to the hotel. The Hotel Company were 
indebted to the defendants for electricity supplied, but though the 
Receiver had offered to pay for all electricity supplied during the 
time he had been in possession, the Electric Company declined the 


offer, they contending that the supply previously supplied might be . 


paid for. The question now before the Court turned mainly on a 
point of law, the plaintiffs submitting that the Electric Supply 
Company had no powcr under the Acts of Parliament of cutting off 
the supply to the premises, and that the company could not decline 
to supply him simply because the persons previously in possession 
had not paid their bill. For the Electric Company it was said that 
the defendanf had not given the requisite notices, and that he had 
not brought himself within the provisiors of their provisional order. 

His Говрѕнр came to the conclusion that the plaintiff was 
entitled to a supply of electrical energy, but that he must serve the 
requisite notices and enter into a contract. In the meantime, how- 
ever, the supply of electricity must be continued. 


—— 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Electrolytic Transmission of Sulphur. 


In an article on “ Cataphoresis" in the ELECTRICAL 
Review of December 27th, 1901 (Vol. 49, No. 1,257), Dr. 
W. S. Hedley subjects to somewhat severe criticism a paper 
on “The Electrolytic Transmission of Sulphur from the 
Harrogate Sulphur Water Through a Pig’s Skin, and Its 
Therapeutic Value on the Human Subject Under Similar 
Circumstances in Eczema, Gout, &c.,” published by me in 
the Lancet of August 10th, 1901. 

In this paper I have described the results of experiments 
in which sulphur is deposited on electrolysis of the Harrogate 
sulphur waters. | 

In my capacity as a medical man, I have, no doubt, 
been guilty of interpreting and communicating the results 
of these experiments in unconventional terms, making use 
of expressions unacceptable to the trained electrician and 
chemist. The experimental facts, however, are not in any 
way thereby affected. — 

In a corrected form, the description of my experiment 
would be as follows :—“ A piece of pig's skin was tied round 
the mouth of a cylindrical vessel, the bottom of which had 
been previously knocked out. А piece of blotting paper was 
placed in contact with the outer side of the pig's skin, the 
blotting paper resting on a platinum plate, which was con- 
nected to the positive pole of a battery. The vessel was then 
filled wish Harrogate sulphur water, and a metal plate con- 
nect^d with the negative pole of the battery was then intro- 
duced into the vessel. The battery consisted of 13 accumu- 
lators, and the strength of the current flowing through the 
circuit was 3 milliamperes. This carrent was passed 
through the water for half an hour, at the end of which time 
a deposit of sulphur was found on the pig’s skin, and also on 
the blotting paper.” 

The explanation of this deposition on the basis of modern 
electro-chemical principles is, that, under the influence of 
the current, the cations wander towards the cathode, the 
anions towards the anode. The sulphuretted hydrogen 
present in the water is then probably oxidised by the 
freshly discharged anions (from the chlorides, sulphates, &с., 
in the water), whereby separation of sulphur takes place in 
the neighbourhood of the positive pole. 

In the case of alkaline sulphur waters, we may suppose 
that a portion of the sulphuretted hydrogen will be present 
in the form of alkaline sulphides. In such cases some of 
the deposited sulphur may be the result of the discharge of 
sulphur or sulphydrogen anions. "The greater portion of the 
sulphur deposited appears, however, to be the result of the 
first process. 

In connection with the above experiment it should be 
pointed out that the blotting paper, which was not by any 
means free from moisture, and the pig's skin merely repre- 
sent porous septa placed in the solution between the two 
metallic electrodes. "The presence of these porous solid sub- 
stances affords points of condensation for the oxidised 
sulphur as it forms in the solution, and the sulphur is 
accordingly precipitated on the pig's skin and the blotting 
paper. 


conditions of the above experiment recalls an experiment of 


The appearance of sulphur on the pig's skin under the 


* 


Daniell in which two solutions, one of dilute caustic potash, 
the other containing copper sulphate, separated by an animal 
membrane, were subjected to the action of the current, the 
positive pole being immersed in the copper sulphate solution. 
Under these circumstances a deposit of metallic copper was 
formed on the interposed membrane. . | 

In conclusion, I must express my indebtedness to Dr. 
Hedley for having pointed out the inaccuracies contained in 
the previous description of my experiments, and hope by this 
explanation to remove any reflections likely to be cast upon 
the cataphoric method of treatment which has been so suc- 
cessful in my hands at Harrogate, in eczema, gout, &с. 


Francis Wm. Smith, M.D. Aberdeen. - 
Harrogate. | | : 


- 


— 


Machine Tools. | | 


I have read Mr. Bathurst’s articles on machine tools, and 
they give me the impression that his knowledge of modern 
machine tool practice was principally acquired at the Glasgow 
Exhibition. | | de oen e e кР у а 

On p. 889 he says: * An interesting point of detail, 
showing that the design has been carefully evolved, is notice- 
able in the provision of a small oil reservoir on the tail-stock 
casting, together with an oiling pin." "This looks as if he 
had very little to do with a variety of lathes, or else is 
not observant, as half the English makes, and nearly all the 
American patterns of lathes, have this oil cup. "s 

Again on p. 21, referring to a wet twist-drill grinder, he 
says: © With the wet wheel the grinding can be forced as 
fast as the wheel will cut, without any possibility of soften- 
ing the drill and it, therefore, grinds with maximum 
efficiency, and as the temper of the drill is not withdrawn it 
can be sharpened in the least possible time." It would 
seem that Mr. Bathurst has not done any grinding on wet 
grinders, for even when the emery wheel is deluged with 
water it is not in the least difficult to soften the drill if 
forced too hard against the wheel. This is specially the 
case when the cutting edge is against the wheel, as it forms 
a scoop which takes the water off the wheel, and leaves only 
the comparatively small amount of water in the porous 
emery to cool the part of the drill behind the cutting edge. 
Of course I allow there is nothing like the chance of 
softening the drill that there is with а dry wheel, still, to 
say * without any possibility " is putting it rather strong. 

Talking of a radial drilling machine, he mentions an 
index table fixed below the cone pulley, to give correct 
driving position for different sizes of holes, which he says 
* enables an unskilled labourer to operate the machine as 
efficiently. as the high-class workman.” Perhaps he doesn’t 
consider setting the work on the machine as part of the 
“ operating," but this is the principal part in most cases, and 
when once the work has been set, which cannot be done by 
an “ unskilled labourer,” the changing of the belt to the 
right speed is a job hardly worth having a labourer in to do. 
The table may save the skilled workman a moment's thought, 
but it certainly does not warrant putting an unskilled 
labourer at the machine. 

Lastly, I read “ When tapping, the feed wheels may be 
thrown clear of the spindle, which is then left free to follow 
the tap. This saves breakage of taps.” Mr. Bathurst 
apparently thinks that tapping is sometimes done with the 
self-acting feed in gear, but this is obviously impossible, if 
the tap be fixed in a chuck firmly to the end of the spindle. - 
It is the usual practice to throw out the automatic feed 
and let the spindle follow the tap. If the feed cannot be 
thrown out, tapping is impossible without some special form 
of tapping chuck. Thus I cannot see where the saving 
breakage of taps comes in. = 

As for Mr. Bathurst’s last article on“ Screw Machines,” it 
reads as if he had taken down a salesman’s description in 
shorthand, and then copied it out. "m 

If I have misunderstood auy of the passages referred to, 


. I should be pleased if Mr. Bathurst would put me right. 


H. W. A. 


I note that * II. W. A." criticises one or two verbal 
points in my article on “ Machine Tools," and count myself 
lucky that such a ** know-it-all” authority has not subjected 


vol. 50. No. 1,262, Janvany 31,1902] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


178 


me to greater criticism. My remarks (purposely based upon 
what I was able to observe at the Glasgow Exhibition) were 
designed more for the ordinary than your expert reader, but 
“Н. W. Ав” criticism will doubtless do good as laying 
farther stress upon such points as I tried my little best to 
bring out. One would think that a salesman’s description 
should certainly distinguish one particular make from any 
rival make of machine, and whilst disclaiming the useful 
accomplishment of shorthand, I certainly own to having 
sought information from the respective representatives rather 
than borrow list descriptions from too numerous catalogues. 

Taking H. W. A.’s” first criticism, I might have made 
it more clear that the oil reservoir on the tail-stock casting 
of a lathe was first evolved (perhaps five years ago) by the 
American maker in question in the particular class of lathe 
dealt with. It is a fact that the idea has now been gene- 
rally adopted by other makers, and the sooner all (that is, 
theother half) of the English makers take it up, the better 
lathe users will be suited. 

If “Н. W. A." will read the word “nust,” instead of 
"may," he will not be able to make “the obviously 
impossible" from. my radial-drill description. When 
writing this paragraph I had in mind the simplicity of the 
gear, also due, I believe, to American makers, by which the 
automatic feed of a drilling machine spindle can be so 
readily thrown out of action, as compared with the original 
English type. 

Possibly I “put it rather strong" when comparing 
“wet” with “dry” drill grinders, but so long as we are 
both agreed on the superiority of wet grinding, I am glad to 
have “H. W. A's" criticism as tending to soften my 
description. 

It is perhaps irrelevant to ask what yjarticular axe 
„H. W. A.” is wanting to grind, but if he has achieved his 
parpose, the editors will also have had the advantage of 
discovering a writer who can deal with the subject with a 
keener edge than myself, in case © Н. W. A’s.” services can 
be requisitioned later on. 

Fred. Bathurst. 


Large Engines for Traction Work. 


If there is any space left in the columns of your paper for 
a further expression of opinion on the above subject, I shall 


-be glad if you will allow me the privilege of a few remarks. - 


I read with interest the article in your issue of January 
17th, and entirely concur in the opinions set out therein. 
Since then there is an echo from Patricroft, which is still 
reverberating in the valley of the “classic” Irwell, and is 
now, perchance, speeding across the Atlantic to spend its last 
efforts on the shores of Lake Michigan, somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of Milwaukee. "The gameness of the challenge 
thrown out from Patricroft is to be admired, that they can 
build engines there equal to, and better than, the Americans. 
This is just as it ought to be, and is the proper style in 
which to meet the bogey that American engines are the 
best in the market. I have never been able to 
understand why it was that Glasgow, the very centre of 
engineering, had to go to America for engines: surely this 
is a case of carting coal to Newcastle; but I forgot that 
Glasgow is a philanthropic city, and, may be, it was to give 
her unemployed list of engiueers and greasers work in keep- 
ing the engines running, for goodness knows there are enough 
men around them to eat them. Engines of from 3,000 to 
4,000 H. r. are being built and put into foreign-going ships, 
some of which run for 25 days without a stop, and one 
engineer, who does his own greasing, keeps them going round 
watch on watch, and they run without a hitch. 

It ia all very well for our American cousins to say “ All 
can raise the flower now that all have got the seed.” Where 
did America first get the seed ? From Britain; I shall not 
say Scotland, in case I am deemed “ clannish ;" Britain is a 
good covering word. "lhe nursery grounds of old England 
are just as capable to-day as ever they were of rearing good 
plants, only they want a little careful watering, and, perhaps, 
a little more manure. We shall see that they get it, so 
wake up Rugby, Birmingham and Patricroft ! 

A lot of talk has been heard about the saving grace of big 
crankshafts, «с. ; where it comes in has not been shown. I 
am thinking now of a traction plant of 1,200 mn.r. with a 


13-in. shaft, but which, according to the B. of Т. formula, 
would be ample at 11:5 in. for engines of a like power to 
propel ships across the Atlantic, the stormiest ocean in the 
world, which is, nevertheless, crossed with unfailing regu- 
larity. Anyone who has compared the stress put upon a 
shaft when engines race in a sea-way with the stresses to 
which a shaft is subjected when driving a traction generator, 
even under a short-circuit, must be convinced that in the 
former case the shaft has to stand the greater abuse. When 
a ship cocks her propeller out of the water, the engines may 
run up to three times their normal speed, and it is under 
these conditions that the propeller takes the water; the 
reverse is the case with the traction plant, as the speed is 
reduced at the time of overload. In any case, what is the 
benefit of a large crankshaft and a small crosshead pin ?— 
simply the advantage of a }-ір. link in a {ths chain. 

I have subjoined here a comparative table taken from 
Mr. McKechnie's paper * Review of Marine Engineering 
during the last 10 years," showing the difference of diameters 
between shaftsin 1890 and 1900. All these authorities have 
large interests at stake, and the small percentage of increase 
recommended shows that they have not disturbed themselves 
much at the big shaft epidemic. It will be observed that 
the Board of Trade have not thought fit to increase the 
dimensions of their shafts at all. 


Crankshaft. 
1890. 1900. 
Lloyd’s ЗАР 113 in. dia. 124 in. dia. 
Board of Trad Lie у 113 . ds 
British Corporation lli 4. 5 128 „ „ 


The percentages of increase in the strength of the above 
shafts, made to existing rules, as compared with rules dated 
1890, are as follows :— 


Crankshaft. 
Lloyd's i i T " 17 per cent. 
Board of Trade M vs 0 i 
British Corporation 85 ses 17 „ 


Cample. 


Improved Testing Tank. 


In regard to your recent article on this subject, I cannot 
gee how the writer can claim to have had a steady coustant 
load on for any length of time under the conditions he men- 
tions. For instance, supposing that he used tap water for 
the circulation, and that the temperature of the electrolyte 
was, say, 55? F. at the commencement of the run, and that 
after six hours’ run the temperature (in spite of his water 
circulation) reached 208° F., an increase of 153° F., 
assuming these figures to be.correct, then they show that, 
uuless someone must have been constantly increasing the 
distance between the two electrodes, or altering the density 
of the electrolyte, with a rapidly rising temperature like 
the above, he would have had a very heavy load rapidly put 
on the engine and dynamo. 

Therefore, in either case, seeing that it must have been 
necessary for someone to be constantly varying one or the 
other, to keep the load down, I cannot see how he can claim 
to have very much improved matters, for it appears 
quite clear that had he continued the load for, say, half an 
hour longer at 'the vate the temperature was rising, it 
must have soon been boiling, and then the old complaint 
reappears. 

My experience has taught me that to obtain a constant 
steady load in the true sense of the word, say, for an official 
trial, or water consumption on engine, or for the purchaser’s 
satisfaction, you must not allow the conditions of the elec- 
trolyte to vary in any marked degree, either in temperature 
or density, or even the distance apart of anode and cathode, 
as with any departure from these conditions, there will not 
be a satisfactory steady run. 

The tank that I have generally used for a water 
resistance is the ordinary oblong tank, with an overflow, and 
a good water circulation straight into the tank, thus 
constantly changing the whole of the electrolyte, and so 
keeping the temperature fairly constant, and on no account 
add either before or while working, any salts, sodas, or, in 
fact, anything to alter the conductivity or density of the 
electrolyte, beyond the conditions from which it was drawn. 

In a tank, say, 8 ft. long x 4 ft. x 3 ft., I have tested 
dynamos ranging from 10 up to 700 B. H. P., with voltage 
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varying from 10 up to 3,000 volts, also amperes from 5 to 
1,200 amperes, both continuous and alternating-current 
machines, but with different waters. 

I should like to ask Mr. Lindley if he considers the tank 
mentioned a good one for high-tension work, seeing that it is 


intended for general engincers. 
Yrreb, Electrician. 


Birmingham. 


Soldering Fluid. 

Seeing a correspondent’s inquiry for soldering fluid, I 
have used the Burnley soldering paste on our mains for the 
past three years, and in the U.S.A. for several years before 
that. It can be purchased here in, England. I do not know 
the address just now, but could obtain it if wanted. I have 
enclosed a small sample, so that you can see what it is like. 
It makes a perfect joint, and does not corrode at all, and it 
can be used for almost any metal. 


Shanklin. 


[This appears to be the same jelly-like substance which 
we noticed in our * Notes" columns some time ago. We 
can vouch for its efficacy, but have never used it for insu- 
lated jointe.—Enps. ELEC. Rev.] 


H. F. T. 


Electrie Fitting for Baker's Oven. 


In answer to a correspondent regarding special fitting for 
а baker’s oven, I think he would get all that is required by 
adopting a patent adjustable support for electric lamps, as 
the light could be so fixed as to slide into the oven the 
whole length when required, and be withdrawn when not 


in use. 
Reader. 


The Tramway Junction at Sheffield. 


In your issue of 24th inst., * Electric” again appears 
with his usual egotism; I neither misunderstood nor pur- 
posely ignored his previous arguments. Electric” must 
not think that it is not admitted that by using cas/ings 
entirely, instead of rails, something unique has been 
done; but as a junction, I again assert there is nothing 
unique or greatly difficult about the construction (not 
material) as can be seen, within easy distance of Sheffield, 
on several tramways, both constructed and being constructed, 
where a greater number of points and crossings are confined 
in a similar space, and with variable gradients and curves; 
but as these are more or less made up with intermediate 
rails (although in some cases at considerable distances 
between), I suppose * Electric" does not consider them 
worthy of comparison. : 

What boldness is there in a rich Corporation spending a 
few hundred pounds, or even a manufacturer (as at Sheffield), 
to prove in time that either the material or method of con- 
struction is superior to previous systems 7 

I note * Electric " has been engaged 17 years upon, he 
thinks, 17 different tramways (there are not 17 different 
systems); amongst these I wonder how many were electric ? 
His engineering knowledge I presume enabled him to 
glean in a few months all that could be learnt upon any 
one of these tramways, whilst I have only bad 11 years’ 
actual construction and maintenance work upon one electric 
tramway, with a total of 30 years upon two tramways as a 
permanent way engineer; but these are, I believe, amongst 
the five largest systems in Great Dritain. 

When “ Electric" has had a few years’ experience prac- 
tically of modern electric tramways, their construction and 
maintenance, he will not be so ready to style super-elevation, 
gauge, and position of points and crossings, &c., as a “ mere 
copybook phrase“; he will then have found out that what in 
his present opinion is mere clap-trap is the real essence of 
construction, and will tend towards smooth and better 
working and longer life to the materials used. 

I am sure that in the construction of this junction these 
questions had to be considered, whether “ Electric” had 
anything to do with it or not. 

I have constructed a large number of junctions and been 
responsible for the maintenance of some, во that I think I can 


fairly claim the title of P.W.E. I have seen seven different 
classes of material tried and tested ; four are long since out 
of the race, and, after seven years, one has been selected for 
general use, at any rate, for the present. 

Over one particular trial lot 4,500,000 cars passed, and 
ab the present time American material is being similarly 
tested under the same conditions, and the resulta are awaited. 

* Electric” asks, ** What is the object of this discussion?“ 
— rom his point of view, apparently an advertisement; 
from mine, a desire for practical results ; and, while I 
question whether Electric“ is the voice of “ many pro- 
fessional men," I am sure that few practical tramway 
engineers will accept him as their mouthpiece in so narrow 


‚а groove as that selected. 


I think we should not place all the blame upon manufac- 
turers, even if some of the materials used in this country 
have not been suitable for electric traction. Let our con- 
sulting engineers and resident engineers take a fair share, as 
they frequently design, and in nearly all cases set out, the 
curves, and give the various angles for the manufacturers 
to T to, the latter very rarely seeing the track until laid 
—if then. | 

Many of the old designs are obsolete, and must be 
discarded, but my experience is that English makers are 
quite willing to follow up any improved designs that may 
be put before Шеш; I do not believe that America pro- 
duces material better suited for the work, but the designs, I 
must admit, are frequently superior to those of many of our 
English engineers, which must have a bearing upon the 
length of life of English material, combined with the faulty 
fixing of it. 

English engineers are charged with copying foreign lines ; 
this may be so in isolated cases, I hold no monopoly of 
experience, only what has been gained from my everyday 
duties, and careful watching of the traffic requirements. 

If “ Electric " will again make the round of the tramways, 
he will, perhaps, find a great deal has been done towards the 
improvements in construction he so much longs for, both in 
design and method of construction, and actually by those 
who have not copied, but relied upon their own brains and 
experience. · 

In conclusion, permit me to add that I hold no brief for 
anyone, but am cntirely independent of manufacturers, 
being only a 

Permanent Way Engineer. 


The Conversion of Our Railways. 


On the last page of your issue of the 24th inst. there 
appears, under the above head, an editorial article in which 
you traverse the view expressed by me in a letter addressed 
to the editor of Electrical Investments, “ that it is to the 
main lines | look for the greatest success in the application 
of electrical power," and you otherwise reprove me because 
I have not preferentially urged the conversion of suburban 
lines. 

It would appear that your article has been written under 
a misconception. My letter, the extract of which forms the 
basis of your comments, was addressed to your contemporary 
in relation to an article which appeared in the previous 
week's issue, entitled The Coming Conversion," in which 
reference was made to the possibility of the electrical equip- 
ment of branch lines preceding that of the main lines. No 
reference whatever occurred in this article, nor has any 
reference been made in my letter, in the paper to which you 
refer, or in any address delivered before the members of 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers to suburban lines, 
nor do 1 see the need for any such reference, for the main- 
line portion of a suburban line is equally a main line with 
the main line of the Midland or any other company. 

Throughout the position which I have taken has been: 
that for electric traction to prove remunerative the traffic 
must be so evenly distributed and so continuous as to con- 
stitute a fairly constant load, and I have, as in the instance 
to which you refer, pointed out that brunch lines would not, 
as а rule, subscribe to these conditions, because branch lines 
are, and must be, largely dependent on the main line trains 
which stop at the junction which serves the branch. 

I have further pointed out that when the time arrives for 
the main lines to be served by electricity these branches may 
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then with economy be served from the main-line generating 
station. 

It is quite true that I have consistently urged the 
undesirability of attempting to equip branch lines in antici- 
pation of the main lines, for the reason that should such not 
prove economical in its results, it would have just that effect 
your view of my advocacy in favour of * main lines" has 
assumed, viz., to retard the application of electricity. 

I have chosen main lines for comparison, because in their 
conversion is to be found the greatest economy. The con- 
version of all suburban lines is but a consequence of the 


conversion of the Metropolitan, or the application of elec- . 


trical power in the operation of other suburban lines. A 
suburban line is by no means a branch line, and my reference 
to branch lines can in no way affect the progress of elec- 
tricity on suburban lines, On the contrary, if the suburban 
. line isa well fitted /ine—as most suburban lines are, or they 
would not be there—my qualification in respect of a fairly 
constant load, together with the very suggestive remarks to 
be found in my address, should influence such railways in 
the opposite direction to that which your article would ‘lead 
your readers to believe to be the effect of my advocacy. 

May I point out that in your own remarks on the London 
and South-Western, the Brighton, South-Eastern, and other 
railways, you are yourselves advocating the conversion of 
probably the most important portion of those systems—all 
main lines. 

Your article takes as its basis but a few words extracted 
from my letter. May I suggest whether this is quite fair to 
me. I enclose a copy of the letter, and perhaps if you can 
spare space you may not object to reproduce it. If not, your 
readers will find it in Electrical Investments’ issue for the 
15th inst. 


Derby, January 27th, 1902. 


W. Langdon. 


t 


[Our article was not written under any misconception. 
Mr. Langdon admits that he had never in any article, 
letter, paper, or address delivered, referred to the electrifica- 
tion of suburban lines, and, furthermore, states that he does 
not see the need for any such reference. What we criticised 
was Mr. Langdon’s advocating the premature electrification 
of our main lines, when he might have done so much more 
good bad he pointed out the importance of at once electrify- 
ing our suburban lines, regarding which there is no 
uncertainty either as to system, method of installation, cost 
of electrification, cost of operation, or results to be obtained, 
and advantages of the transformation. We read the article 
in Electrical Investments, which called forth the letter from 
Mr. Langdon which we criticised, and it appears to us that 
Mr. Langdon’s first letter was written under a misconception 
as regards tLe meaning of the word “ branch” line, as used 
in the article in question, which evidently referred to what 
we called suburban lines. 

His letter also seems contradictory. In one place he says, 
“ There is so much reason to believe that electrical energy 
will prove snccessful in the operation of even our main lines 

"Tm that it is towards the application of electrical 
means that our efforts should be directed.” And yet further 
on in the same letter occurs the sentence on which our article 
was based, where he says, “It is to the main lines that I 
look for the greatest success," If these two sentences mean 
anything, they would seem to indicate that Mr. Langdon 
admits that electric traction on main lines is a new idea, and 
would amount to an experiment. | 

Mr. Langdon entirely begs the question with his intricate 
definitions of main, suburban and branch lines. We should 
hardly bave thought that this needed any explanation. The 
contention that the main portion of a suburban line is 
equal to a main line certainly does not agree with the 
meaning that most people would put on the word suburban 
line. 

A train running from St. Pancras to Hendon does not 
cease to be suburban, simply because the route is identical 
with that taken by main line trains running North. Mr. 
Langdon states that a suburban line is by no means a branch 
line, and that he only referred to branch lines and did not 
mean to affect the progress of electricity on suburban lines, 
We should be glad if Mr. Langdon would explain to us what 


he means by suburban lines, and whether by chance in this 
case the definition is used instead of main lines. е never 
thought that anyone would suggest electrically equipping 
what is called by most people a branch line, that is to say, 
one having a few light trains in each direction per day. | 

We are glad to note that towards the end of the letter 
Mr. Langdon agrees with us. We are sorry to say that we 
cannot agree with him. | 

We cunnot regard it as true that main lines will give the 
greatest economy by being electrically equipped, and it is not 
these that are most in need of it. On this point all traction 
experts are agreed. Electricity is peculiarly adapted to the 
congested traffic on the suburban lines of our large cities 
where the trains are heavy, with short distances between stops, 
and have to operate at as high an average speed as possible. 
We certainly did not intend to be unfair to Mr. Langdon, 
and if we have misunderstood him we greatly regret it.— 
Eps. ELEC. Rev. ] 


London Electrical Contractors’ Association. 


Your reporter in taking his notes with reference to the 
meeting of the London Electrical Contractors’ Association 
has not quoted the remarks of one of our members (Mr. 
W. В. Rawlings), when he says, ** he said some hard things 
about consulting engineers.” This remark would more 
fittingly apply to one of the speakers. who preceded Mr. 
Rawlings, who followed by defending the professional 
gentlemen, and stated at the meeting that consulting 
engineers had done more than anyone elge in upholding the 
interests of the trade, by maintaining a high standard of 
work, and followed on by stating that the consulting 
engineer was not a trader, and did not desire to be treated as 
опе. That there area number of contractors who pose as 
consulting engineers, was a point the speaker desired to 
make clear when speaking, and it is these individuals who 
cause the language which is so often heard in the condemna- 
tion of the consulting engineer. | 

The consulting engineer is a gentleman we contractors 
respect, and Mr. Rawlings would be one of the last to say 
one word against these gentlemen. ` 

Trusting you will find space for this letter to prevent any 
misconception. 

E The London Electrical Contractors? Association, 
Epwakpb J. Hod Ax, Hon. Secretary. 


In reading through your issue of the 24th inst., I find 
that, in connection with the above matter, you have mis- 
reported both what I and others said on that occasion. 

My remarks were, that many a time, when I had gone to 
see about a fittings order, I found that the consulting 
engineer or architect had placed the same at trade discount, 
and that therefore, as a contractor, I failed to make any 
profit ; and I further stated that the company I was repre- 
senting on that occasion had made it a practice to only give 
а ö per cent. discount off their list prices to private indi- 
viduals, and that for cash only. 

I should be glad if you would make these corrections. 


Justus Eck. 


“Наше” Electrically-driven Feed Pumps. 

With reference to Mr. Johnston's letter on the subject of 
feed pumps, we should like to inform your readers that by 
the kindness of Mr. Faraday Proctor we were afforded facili- 
ties for making some tests of the pumps supplied by us to 
him, and we are therefore able to give you some of the 
details asked for by Mr. Johnston in his letter of the 21:t 
inst. The tests, the results of which we append below, had 
to be carried out under working conditions, and consequently 
there was no opportunity for making long runs. We do not 
put these tests forward as being correct within, say, 1 or 2 
per cent., and their accuracy i8 not guaranteed by Mr. 
Faraday Proctor ; but the figures were very carefully taken 
by one of our staff, and we are quite prepared to guarantee 
their accuracy subject to the above limitation. Unfor- 
tunately, we cannot give particulars of the full power test 
as we were unable to obtain a satisfactory run at full speed 
for more than a few seconds without inconveniencing the 
station engineers; but we think from the figures given that the 

Е 


~ 


aie wath * x Е А dak С MER РФ 29 


176 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 50. No. 1,262, Јаксивт $1, 1902. 


——————————  ——Á— a 


efficiency would probably have come out on full load at quite 
65 рет aent. or higher. If we assume an all-round efficiency 
of 50 per cent., and a steam consumption of 30 lbs. per Kw.- 
hour for the generating engines, these pumps are using about 
30 lbs. of steam per B. H. P. per hour. In contrast with this 
we find that as the result of some trials published by 
Mr. Faraday Proctor in one of your contemporaries, the 
steam consumption of steam feed pumps varied from 
89-13 lbs. up to as much as 613 lbs. per B. H.P. per hour. 
We think that the superior efficiency of electrical direct- 
driven pumps is sufficiently obvious from the foregoing 
figures, and it must be remembered that in addition to this, 
the steam pump condenses a large quantity of steam, 
whether standing or working, the loss in the electrical leads 
being, of course, practically negligible. 

We must apologise for the length of this letter, and trust 
you will insert it, as the matter is, we think, of considerable 
interest to station engineers generally. 

We enclose you a copy of a letter received this morning 
from Mr. Faraday Proctor, and we shall be obliged if you 
will publish this also if you can find space for it. 

The results of the tests were as follows :— 


^R ren Gallonsd d Press: lbs. Overall 

Load. ver min. Amp. | Volta. Det min. Bored. in. | ee стоя, 
ВЕ c eum B Qi 

B speed 172 106 5915| 4469 128 | 476% 

1 5„ 2225 11˙1 593 60:4 124 | 59 63 % 

f „ 291 1385 5875 7843 . 122 | 6137% 


‘Merryweather & Sons, Limited. 


[сорү.] 
City Electrical Engineer’s Office, 
Temple Back, Bristol, 
Monday, January 27th, 1902. 


Dean бїв,—1п reply to your letter of the 25th, I have not the 
slightest objection to your quoting the rough tests taken of your 
pumps at these works. As you say, these tests were not intended 
to be complete and scientitically accurate, but to the best of my 
belief they show proper results. I am very pleased with the way in 
which this pump is behaving since the foot valve was put in. 

You are quite at liberty to make use of this letter should you 
desire so to do. 
Yours faithfully, 

H. FABADAY Proctor, 
City Electrical Engineer.. 


(Signed) 
Messrs. Merry weather & Co. 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


Will you kindly allow me to correct an error in my letter 
which appeared in last week's issue of the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW. 

As I arrange for the motor starter to be put in on the 
negative main, the shunt lead from the starter to the motor 
should be connected to the negutive terminal of the shunt on 
the motor, and not the positive. 


Frank Powell. 
Doncaster, J«nvary 27th, 1902. 


In my letter on this subject, published in your issue of 
January 17th, I said :—** The statement made in hint No. 7, 
p. 9, is absolutely false, since with all shunt motors the 
efficiency increases with load up to a certain maximum, 
which will be usually found at or near full load.” 

I must now qualify the above paragraph, as follows :— 

The statement made in hint No. 7, p. 9, is no/ absolutely 
false; for the author of that statement has, in reply to my 
letter, given us his definition of the word “efficiency,” which 
occurs in hint No. 7, and various other places throughout 
his articles, By “ efficiency of a motor" he means the 
ratio— 
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using, as he says, the “ordinary forms.” 

From this statement it appears that in his “ efficiency ” 
calculations he takes into consideration only what is usually 
called the “electrical efliciency of the armature," thus 
neglecting entirely the c? 1t loss in the field, and not reckon- 


ing as losses the power absorbed in hysteresis, eddy currents, 
mechanical friction and windage. Further comment is 
needless, but the whole of the opening paragraphs on p. 
1068, Vol. 49, will now be read in a new light, particularly 
the sentence :—“ I have little hesitation in stating that /^e 
efficiency of that motor is nearer 88 per cent.” 

I did not take exception to the statement “ the starter is 
not by any means intended to be a shunt breaker," but 1 did 
say, and still maintain, that the method of testing the shunt 
circuit given in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of January 3rd is 
a very bad one. 

The explanation of the effect of the laminated field is as 


follows: — If the field is ло! laminated, the energy which 


manifests itself in inductive effects when the field circuit is 
broken, will probably be largely dissipated in producing eddy 
currents in the field magnet itself. 

I must ask the readers of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW to 
take my word for the truth of paragraph No. 4 in my 
former letter, as I аш not at liberty at present to publish 
data of the motors whose insulation broke down. 

Mr. White's semi-personal insinuations I prefer to dis- 
regard. 

Wm, Cramp. 

Central Technical College, 

January 28th, 1902. 


THE L.C.C. ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS. 


Tue London County Council had under consideration on Tuesday, 
the adjourned report of the Highways Committee, who recommended 
the Council to approve estimates of £644,350 for the reconstruction 
for electric traction of the tramways between (1) Kennington Road 
and St. George's Circus; (2) the Elephant and Castle and New 
Cross Gate; (3) the Elephant and Castle and St. George's Church, 
and thence to the junction of New and Old Kent Roads; (4) the 
Elephant and New Cross Gate viá Walworth Road and Camberwell 
Road; (5) Camberwel Green and Vauxhall Bridge; and (6) 
Kennington Park Road and Brixton Road. 

The Finance Committee, in a report on the financial bearings of 
the scheme, stated that the proposed works consisted of the laying 
of 194 miles of single track. It was proposed to spread the repay- 
ment of £68,000 required for new buildings and bridge construction 
over the full period of 60 years, whilst the £576,350 for lines, 
machinery, and rolling stock would be distributed over 25 years. 
In considering these estimates, the Committee desired to compare 
them with the preliminary forecast of £15,000 a mile of single 
track which the Council has generally understood to be the approxi- 
mate cost of converting the tramways for electric traction. It 
appeared that that figure included provision for cars, and the power 
to work them, at the rate of only 24 cars for each mile of single 
track, whereas most of the London tramways were equipped with a 
much larger number of cars. Taking, however, the allowance 
adopted for the forecast, the cost per mile of single track 
of the lines now under consideration, worked out at about 
£18,000. The cost of the Tooting lines, on the same basis, and 
according to the tenders accepted for most of the works, amounted 
to £17,670 per mile. The excess of the estimates over the £15,000 
was explained by the Highways Committee in the following 
manner: That the estimate of £15,000 applied to the whole of the 
existing tramwaysin London, that it was not limited to underground 
conduit as the only system to be adopted, and that, while Prof. 
Kennedy had anticipated that some portion of the lines would cost 
more than £15,000 per mile, he expected that other portions might 
be constructed at a lower cost. The estimates for the 194 miles had 
beca prepared on the basis of the tenders received for the Tooting 
lines, and the Finance Committee thought it not unreasonable to 
expect that the work would be carried out within the estimates. The 
Committee proceeded to remark :— 

As already stated, the allowance of 21 cars рег mile is insufficient. We are 
informed that at the present time the number of horse-cars on the Council's 
southern system is about 8 per mile, and the Highways Committee expect that 
&larger number will be required for electrical traction, notwithstanding the 
increased accommodation which each car will provide. The estimates now 
under consideration contain, provision for 10 cars per mile and the corresponding 
power to work them. We understand, however, that the estimates include pro- 
vision for more generating plant and car sheds than will be required for thc 
working of the 191 miles of line now in question, but, on the other hand, they 
include nothing in respect of the proposed generating station buildings at 
Greenwich, which will be the subject of a separate vote. The Highways Com- 
mittee inform us that on the basis of these estimates the cost of this section 
works out to between £32,000 and £43,000 per mile of single track fully 
equipped. 

Although the increase in the number of cars will doubtless be accompanied 
by better returns, it adds largely to the capital commitments of the Council. 
The cost of conversion of the southern system (about 47 miles of single line) being 
now estimated at approximately £1,500,000, it is obvious that the conver:ion of 
all the existing 200 miles of London tramways, as they come into the possession 
of the Council, will cost considerably more than the sum of £9,000,000 (calcu- 
lated as 200 miles of single line at £15,000 a mile), which was inserted as the 
Parliamentary estimate in the London County Tramways (Electrical Power) 
Act, 1900, even though so large a number of cars per mile may not be required 
elsewhere a3 on the Council's southern system. In addition to this heavy 
outlay during the next few years on the conversion of cxisting lines, the 
new lines for which power has been obtained, or is being sought, arc estimated 
to cost about £1,365,000, exclusive of the proportion of the estimated cost of 
street widenings to be charged to Ше tramways account, amounting to about 


£241,000. i 
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As to the financial results expected to follow the conversion of 
the 19} miles under consideration, the Finance Committeé stated that 
the car mileage on these lines was at present over 4,700,000 miles 
per annum. Continuing, the Committee observed :— 


. During the year 1900—1 the average receipts for the southern system 
amounted to 108d. per car-mile, and the average expenses were 9°28d. leaving 
а profit on working of 1°45d. per car-mile. The Met however, was one in which 
expenses were abnormally heavy, and it would perhaps be fairer to take the 
figure of 2d. a mile ss representing the profit on working under more normal 
conditions. Out of this 2d., interest and sinking fund charges on the existing 
debt, amounting to a little over 1d. a mile, have to be paid. When the lines are 
converted to electrical traction the carrying capacity of each car wl)] be 
increased by about 50 per cent., and, having regard to the popularity of elec- 
trical tramways and to the fact that the existing horse-cars are frequently 
crowded, it is expected by the Highways Committee that the receipts per mile 
will average at least 1s. The Committee also estimate that the working 
expenses will not exceed 6d. per mile, including the whole cost of the provision 
of power, i.e., not only the cost of maintaining and wor»ing the generating 
plant, but also the charge for interest on and repayment of capital outlay on the 
generating station, mains, &c., required for the supply of power. We onder- 
stand that this estimate includes provision fora renewals reserve fund, and we are 
strongly of opinion that a sufficient reserve fund should be provided. The 
estimates of receipts and working expenses are, we understand, fally 
supported y the experience of other undertakings. We therefore 
assume that the Council wil earn a profit on electrical working of 6d. 
per mile run instead of 2d. per mile on horse traction, or an increase of 
profit of about 4d. per mile for the 4,700,000 miles per annum at present run, or 
£78,333 а year. But in addition to this the Highways Committee anticipate 
that, owing to the increased speed at whioh tbe cars will travel and to the 
popularity of the system, the traffic will increase, and they consider it quite safe 
to estimate for an increased car mileage of 1,000,000 per annum. This estimate 
also is supported by the experience of other similar undertakiogs. On this 
extra mileage thore would be an additional profit (at 6d. per mile) of £25,000, 
making & total estimated increase in the profit on working of, say, £108,000. 
Out of this will have to be paid interest and sinking fund charges on the cost of 
conversion, which, excluding items relating to the supply of power (covered by 
the 6d. a mile estimate for working expenses) amounts to £578,500. Interest on 
this sum at H Der cent. would be £18,610, and the annual charge for repayment 
(£68,000 in ears and the balance in 25 years) would be 421,878, making 
together £40,081, which, however, would decrease as the debt is paid off. Thus 
it is evident that the result of conversion should be advantageous financially. 


After suggesting that everything should be done to reduce the 
period of reconstruction, the Finance Committee remarked that the 
term of 26 years for repayment of expenditure on machinery and 
rolling stock was a liberal one, and it would be to the ultimate 
advantage of the tramway undertaking if the debt could be paid 
off more rapidly. In conclusion, the Committee stated they were 
impressed with the magnitude of the expenditure involved, and the 
necessity for caution in regard to these large proposals for con- 
versions and extensions of the tramway system. 

The report and its recommendations were adopted after lengthy 
discussion. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrica] Wares Exported. 
Win ENDING JAN. 20TH, 1901. | вак имома Jan. 28TH, 1902 


Alexandria .. . Value £15 Alexandria. .. Value £78 
Amsterdam .. - s 105 Beira. А : . 464 
Bahia. Teleg. apparatas . . 199 Brisbane . 458 
Brisbane ГЕ 2 ee "e * ё 46 Calcutta LI 2,060 
eo ee ee 1,826 Cape Town .. oe oe ee 2,897 
ES Teleg. wire . . 184 Channel Islands .. 85 “з 10 
Саре даш SEE UNE. is боор: Teleg. mat. .. $3 155 
Соре agen. eleg. w ee pen agen ee oe’ oe 
Delagoa Bay. Teleg. cable. 130 $i Teleg. wire e. 70 
Durban sd .. RP oe 47 


. 107 Demerara .. 
25 Durban 


Fremantle " 40 "t a ee .. 1,400 
Gibraltar . 43 Esst London oo 5 5 10 
Hamburg ie 80 8 " oe 2 гә 95 
- Teleg. mat. 800 Grenada. Teleg. mat... АТ 49 
Но a " 107 Hamburg i us 61 
Hong Kong.. T se 23 Hong Kong.. s si 749 
Malta.. a v es à 15 у Teleg. wire 228 68 
Nagasaki. Teleg. cable .. . . 2,200 Lyttleton... x T ee to 
Ostend ee ee ae ee 531 elbourne oe ee ee es 680 
Perth. Elecl. tramway plant . 4,000 fi Teleg. wire.. . . 2,981 
Port Elizabeth  .. we x 48 Port Elizabeth Р vs .. 1,098 
Bhanghai . 88 Rangoon .. èa <i T 1% 
Вудпе 1,756 Shanghai... © ee 220 
Trinidad oe Singapore. Teleg. mat. 99 
one es ee 1,674 
ellington ee ee ee ee 89 
Yokohama .. ee ie .. 466 
Total oe £13,276 Á Total ae £15,182 

Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Sydney. Elec. goods 


Acetylene Association. — Mr. L. Downes, secretary 
pro tem. of the new Acetylene Association (11, Ironmonger Lane, 
Cheapside, E. C.), has placed before us а copy of the memorandum 
and articles of association, with the list of the original honorary 
members and original members of the Council. From these docu- 
ments a general idea of the constitution and aims of the Association 


.. Value £852 | 


may be obtained. The Association has been formed for the advance- 


ment of acetylene gas engineering and manufacture in the interests 
of the public and of the industry. 


Ashton H.V. Distribution Boards.—We illustrate 
below the “Ashton ” high-voltage distribution boards, which are 
supplied by Veritys, Limited. The ends of the cases are of sub- 
stantial cast-iron, while the sides and lid are of sheet-steel. The 
latter is vitreous-enamelled. When fixed on a flat wall, a sheet of 
asbestos, laid on the wall before screwing the case up, forms the 
best back, or, again, a sheet of iron may be screwed up between the 
case and the wall. Each of the china fuse slabs is provided with 
two 4-in. holes, passing laterally through it. Two 4 in. iron 
iron rods, c, C', screwed their whole length, and covered with slecves 


of rubber tube, в, B', except at their ends (which are left bare for the 
nuts), pass through these holes in the chinas. The latter are thus 
strung together on the rubber-covered rods, and are clamped up by 
nuts outside the two end pots. Rubber washers, a, a’, are inserted on 
the tods between every slab, so that the china is virtually hung on 
rubber. The method of eecuring the slabs into their iron case 
should be noted. The slabs are clamped together as described, 
forming one rigid piece. The two ends, F, F’, of the ł-in. rods 
are left conical, and are inserted into two 4-іп. holes, drilled in 
one end of the case. The doubled-shouldered nuts, p, р’, are then 


screwed outwards, until their smaller shoulders enter the holes 
E, Е' in the other end of the case. In the sketch the nut p' is 
screwed tight up to the case, and D is in the loose position. By 
tighteniog these nuts against the case, the two rods, and conse- 
quently the fuseways carried by them, are held firmly and securely. 
We understand that there is a demand for these boards where a 
high degree of insulation resistance is required. |, -- „ 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— Creditors of H. D. Barclay, 
electrical engineer and contractor, of South Hampstead, Oxford 
Street, W., and Manchester, must aénd particulars of claims, &c., to 
Mr. G. White, 14, Old Jewry Chambers, E.C., the trustee undera 
deed of assignment executed in June, 1899. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—The Leecoll Electric 
Battery Company is winding up voluntarily, with Mr. 8. A. Cobbett, 
of 14, Devonshire Square, E.C., as liquidator. 

The British Electrical Manufacturing Company is winding up 
voluntarily, with Mr. J. E. Ward, 122, Cannon Street, as liquidator. 

Messrs. C. A. Robinson & Н. V. Sadler (Robinson, Sadler & Co.), 
electrical and mechanical engineers, of Plymouth, have dissolved 
partnership. 

In the Chancery Court of Lancashire, on 20th inst., a& Manchester 
before Vice-Chancellor Hall, a petition was presented by J. E. 
Stott, electrical engineer, in the matter of the Electrical Regulating 
and Lighting Syndicate, Limited, of Liverpool. Last November 
his Honour made the usual compulsory order, but directed that it 
should not be drawn up till the following Wednesday, in order to 
give the syndicate time to pay. "They did not pay, but the plaintiff 
having waited longer than was directed, a difficulty arose in drawing 
up the order. The Vice-Chancellor directed that the order should 
be drawn up as from that day. 


Books Received.—‘ Transactions of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers," Vol. xxii. 1901. New York 
Publisned by the Society. . 

" Signaux Télégraphiques Adaptés au Noveau Langage Convenu, 
by James Nicholson. Glasgow: William Asher. Buenos Ayres 
J. H. Kidd & Co. 1901. 6 fr. j : 

“Science Abstracts,” No. 49, January 25th, and Index to Vol. iv., 
1901. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Limited. 2s. each. 

“ Ап Elementary Treatise on Alternating Currents,” by W. G. 
Rhodes. London: Longmans, Green & Co. 1902. 7s. 6d. net. 


Burst Fly-wheel.—The * explosion" at the works of 
Messrs. Hurst, Nelson & Co.’s works, to which reference was made 
last week, seems to have been the bursting of an engine fly-wheel of 
14 ft. diameter. The engine was driving a dynamo at the time of 
the accident. 


Catalogues and Lists.— The International Acheson 
Graphite Company, of Niagara Falls, have sent us one of their very 
neatly gotten-up lists of graphite electrodes for use in electrolytic 
and electro-metallurgical processes. 

A new illustrated circular, dated January, 1902, hae been issued 
by Messrs. Holden & Brooke, in which the various patterns of their 
injectors are shown. ; 

Messrs. Gent & Co., of Leicester, have sent us a set of their 
revised sheets of patent watchman's clocks or electric tell-tales. . 
Their dry-ink-marking tell-tale clocks of standard pattern with 
single and twin cylinders, are illustrated with and without cabinets, 
and the parts of tbeir contact boxes are also shown. A list of some 
of the principal public buildings, factories, warehouses, &c., where 
their tell-tale clocks are working is shown. Messrs. Gent's lists of 
water-level indicators were also placed before us. These give 
particulars of their indicators for asylums, hospitals, and large 
institutions, the various parts of an installation being very well 
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shown. In their apparatus the driving spindle is taken out in a 
long sleeve and stuffing box, and the case being metal through- 
out, the apparatus is not only damp-proof, but also water-tight. 
Messrs. Gent are at present making ‘a large number of these 
instruments for corporation reservoirs, breweries, artesian wells, 
and impounding tanks. The prime consideration in design has 
been reliability and strength. The reliability of the transmitter 
end is largely due to the apparatus being hermetically sealed. 

The Electrical Company, Limited, send us а price list of Nernst 
and other lamps. The former are for pressures between 100 and 
250 volts, and candle-powers from 60 to 168; they arc of the 
automatic type, and will no doubt excite much interest. 


The Glasgow Switchboard Accident.— A fatal 
accident inquiry has been held before Sheriff Scott Moncrietf, 
relating to the death of Robert Stannage, 21, а labourer, at Pinkston 
Power Station, last November. Mr. Field, the electrical eugineer, 
stated that the deceased was working behind the switchboard, on a 
ladder, when the accident happened. While witness was going 
through the station on the morning iu question, һе heard a shout 
aud noticed a flash. He immediately went to the switchboard 
gallery to sec what was wrong, but on account of the flashes, he 
could not distinguish what was happeniug. He noticed deceased 
reel and fall from the ladder. His explanation was that the man's 
head must have come in contact with the 6,500-volt bus bars, and 
the current passed to earth through his hands. The ladder rested 
against an iron beam supporting the switchgear. Similar evidence 
having been given, a verdict in accordance with it was given. 


Garcke's Manual.—If there is one book which the 
electrical engineer finds more necessary than another, it is The 
Manual of Electrical Undertakings,” which has now been so ably 
produced under Mr. E. Garcke's supervision during the past six 
years. When we вау electrical engineer, we speak generally, and, 
of course, include everyone who wishes to have at hand just that 
collection of financial, commercial, and engineering detail which 
will enable him to keep himself well posted in regard to the 
various branches of the electrical engineering industries. We necd 
not go into detail in regard to the contcuts, but we may remark 


that the 1901—1902 edition has been rearranged and enlarged in 


size. The information is classified under five scctions: (1) Elec- 
tric lighting, traction, and power; (2) telegraph and telephone; 
(3) manufacturing and miscellaneous; (4) directory of officials; 
(5) lists of electrical companies registered since 1856. The par- 
ticulars are given relating to upwards of 1,500 electrical under- 
takings owned by companies aud municipalities. * We lcarn that the 
aggregate capital issued by companies in shares, dcbentures and 
loans, and amdunts borrowed by municipalities for electrical under- 
takings is now &165,807,474. .Ву means of coloured diagrams, the 
comparative results of working of all eleciricity supply under- 
takinga in operation are shown; other important items being a map 
of the 217 miles of electric railways of London, and nine maps of 
the areas of electrical power schemes. This valuable work needs 
no further recommendation from us. It is published at Mowbray 
House, Norfolk Street, W.C. (12s. 6d. net). 


Plant for Sale,—The Glasgow Corporation Electricity 
Department is advertising for sale various sets of combined plant 
now at Waterloo Strect; they are Willans-Siemens, Willans- 
Latimer Clark, Willans-Goolden, and there are 15 sets in all. See 
our“ Official Notices“ to-day for details. 


The Schmidt System.—Messrs. Easton & Co., Limited, 
have granted sub-licenses to :—Meesrs. Fairbairn, Lawson, Combe, 
Barbour, Limited (Combe-Barbour Branch), Belfast; Messrs. Bow, 
MacLachlan & Co., Limited, Paisley ; Messrs. J. Carmichael & Co., 
Limited, Dundee, to construct engines to work with highly super- 
heated steam on the Schmidt system, Messrs. Easton retaining the 
sole right to manufacture the superheaters required in connection 
with such engines. 


Single-Phase Motors at West Ham.—The order for 
(he conversion of the workshops belonging to the Works Depart- 
ment of the West Ham Corporation, from steam to electric driving, 
has becn placed with Messrs. Witting Bros., Electrical Engineers 
aud Contractors, Limited. The existing engines and counter- 
shaftiny will be removed and replaced by single-phase Heyland 
motors, operating at 50 cycles and 200 volts, and all being capable 
of starting with full load torque, if necessary. There will be two 
motors of 5-B.u.P., two of 4-B. H. P., five of 2-B. H. P., one of 1-в.н.р., 
two of $-B.H.P., and one large motor whose output is not yet 
definitely settled. Messrs. Witting Bros. some time ago completed a 
similar installation for the Corporation, namely, the conversion of the 
chaff-cutting and similar machines used at the large stables of the 
Corporation from gas engines to electric driving. It is, in fact, the 
success of this installation that has led to the adoption of electric 
driving for the above-mentioned workshops. The Heyland motors 
at the stables include one of 7-в.н.р., one of 5-B. H. P., one of 24- 
1. H. ., and two of 1-в.н.г. The West Ham Corporation supply a 
large amount of single-phase current tor motive-power purposes in 
their arca, and most of the motors in this district are of the Heyland 
single-phase type, all being capable of starting with full load torque 
and a reasonable current consumption. Oue of the first motora 
Messrs. Witting Bros. put down in this district was one of 12-5 н.р. 
direct coupled to un Isler deep-well pump. The motor starts 
directly on the pump, there being no clutches ог similar devices 
used. and no trouble whatever is experienced in opcrating the 
motor under these heavy conditions. 


Trade Announcement.—Messrs. Duflon, Constantino- 
vitch & Cie., of St. Petersburg, notify that, witha view to cxtending 
operations, they huve formed themselves into a limited company, 
with the following title: Société de Constructions Electro- 
Mécaniques ci-devant Société '*Duflon, Constantinovitch & Co." 
(capital 750,000 rbs). The works and offices at St. Petersburg are 
at Ile des Apothicaires, Rue Lapouchinskaia, No. 8. The company 
also has branches at Moscow, Ekaterinebourg, and at Kharkoff. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Alloa.—We understand that although the formal in- 
auguration of the electricity supply took place on 16th iast., the 
public lighting was commenced on New Year's Eve, aud the private 
consumers were connected on 10th iasi. The British Electric 


Plant Company, Limited, gave a week's free supply of energy for 
a start. . 


Ashley.—The I). C. has approved of the Leicestershire 


and Warwickshire Power Company's scheme. 


Belgium.—The Belgian State railway authorities are 
about to establish a central station at Marchienne au Point for the 
lighting of the railway station and goods yard 


Blackburn.—At the request of the Efectricity Committee 
the President of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Mr. Hawksley, 
has nominated a member of the Institution to report. on the tenders 


for new engines for thc electricity works. The name of the engincer 
is not to bc disclosed. 


Bournemouth.—It was recently reported to the T. C. 
that the Dournemouth Electricity Supply Company were laving 
down mains in & suburb of the borough, notwithstanding the dis- 
approval of the Council. The Town Clerk was instructed to write 
to the company to protest, and also to the B. of T. informing them 
that the works had only been begun since the notice of the Corpora- 
tion's intention to apply for an order had been published aud after 
the expiration of the two years' limit named in the order. 


Bridgwater.— The Corporation's 1898 Electric Lighting 
Order has been revoked by the B. of T. 


Briertield,—The D.C. has resolved to apply for leave to 
borrow £10,110 for electricity supply purposes. It is, however, 
intended to spend only £3,000, and to purchase electricity in bulk 
Írom the Nelson T.C. 


Cardiff, —Good progress is shown in the report of 
Mr. A. Ellis, borough clectrical cagineer, for the past year. The 
maximum load has increased 30 per cent., and the units generated 
44 per cent., while the wages bill is only half per cent. higher. 


Coventry.— The electrical engineer, Mr. J. A. Jeckell, 
has issued a circular to the electricity consumers and others 
announcing a reduction in the price of electrical energy from 6d. 
the first hour, aud 3d. afterwards, to 6d. for the first hour, 
3d. the second, and 1d. afterwards. The importance of this 
change to long-hour consumers is emphasised. The rebates are 
to be allowed each quarter, instead of, as at present, half-yearly. 
Energy for motive power ів to be charged for at 1jd. pcr unit, and 
Mr. Jeckell points out that single-phasc motora are widely aud 
successfully used elsewhere. 

The E.L. Committee has resolved to recommend opposition to 
the Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Bill. 


Exeter.—The City Council has appointed Mr. Robert 
Hammond to examine and report оп the specifications and con- 
ditions for the equipment of the new electricity works, and has 
resolved to apply for leave to borrow £70,000 for electric lighting 
purposes. | 


Greenock.— The total lamp connection ut the end of 
1901 Mas 28,256 of 8 C. r., an increase of 14.472. The output was 
280,263 units, against 150,012 in 1900, but the difference is almost 
entirely accounted for by the traction supply. The 1900 report, 
however, applied to 55 weeks. 


Hoylake.—The Hoylake and West Kirby D.C. has 
adopted а recommendation of the Electric Supply Committee, that 
the prepayment meter system be adopted for small houses, and that 
a uuiform charge of 5d. a unit be made for electricity supplied on 
the system. An electrical exhibition is to be Leld at an early date 
in the Town Hall, Hovlake. 


Italy.—Mr. Celestino Diglia, of Turin, has applied for 
the concession of a catchment of water on the Po, and at the same 
time on the Lenta, with a view to creating an electric power station 
tor agricultural purposes. The derivalion on the Po would be taken 
in the Oncino territory, while that on the Lenta would be taken 
300 miles higher up and would necessitate the construction of a 
dam. The two sources may be capable of developing 2,400 effective 
H.P. The cest of the project is estimated at 520,000 lire. 

А project is also on foot for the uxorution of з catchment scheme 
on the Gionenco River а! в distance of one kilometre from Peseina, 
for the purpose of carrying out an electric lighting undertaking to 
cost 100,000 lire. 
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Kent,—4A meeting of representatives of local authorities 
was held last week to consider the provisions of the Kent Electric 
Power Bill. It was decided to орроєе the Bill. 


Kingston-on-Thames.— The T.C. has decided to affix 
to each arc standard two incandescent lamps for burning after mid- 
night, the total estimated cost being £200. 


Lancaster.— The electrical engineer, Mr. W. A. Tester, 
has recommended that the pressure of supply be increased from 
200 to 230 volte, and the Committee has endorsed this. 


Liverpool.—The Electric Power and Lighting Com- 
mittee has resolved to charge for energy, up to 3,000 units per 
quarter, 31d. per unit; above 3,000 units, 3d. per unit; the reduc- 
tion to date from the end of the current quarter. The present price 
is 4d. per unit, net. Energy for motive power will continue at 
2d. per unit up to 3,000 nnits and 14d. per unit afterwards. 

The Committee had a surplus on the year's working of 124,000. 
It was decided to pass £7,500 of this to relief of rates, and to place 
the remainder to a renewal and repairs fund. 

The city clectrical engineer, Mr. A. B. Holmes, in submitting 
estimates for 1902 to the Electric Power and Lighting Committee, 
reports that the output of electrical energy during the past усаг has 
been more than 20 million units, and has, he believes, excceded that 
of any other electrical undertaking in the United Kingdom. There 
has been a rapid growth of the supply from less than 3 million to 
over 20 million units during the past four years, and the number of 
tramcars now in service is more than 380, as against 950 at the 
commencement of the year. 


London.—LoxnoN Согктү CovNcir.—The Council on 
Tuesday last week decided to sanction the horrowiog by the 
Islington Borough Council of £8,420 for sinking a well, the purchase 
of transformers, and the extension of mains. It was decided to 
approve plans submitted by Mr. W. H. White, on behalf of the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Company, for the erection of a 
building for the supply of electricity in North Street, Marylebone. 
It was stated by the Highways Committee that under each of the 
orders, with two exceptions, granted by the Board of Trade and 
confirmed by Parliament, the County Council is empowcred to 
appoint “ опе or more competent and impartial person or persons to 
be electric inspectors” under the order. The duties to be discharved 
by the inspector were the inspection and testing of the undertakers’ 
electric lines and works, and the supply of energy given by them, 
the examination and certifying of meters and such other duties 
as might be required of him under the provisions of the order 
or of any regulations under the order. The Council had already 
appointed inspectors, but the committee were advised that 
with а view to the inspectors being placed in a perfectly clear 
and satisfactory position, they should be appointed definitely 
under each Act or order. On the recommendation of the committee 
the Council resolved to appoint Messrs. T. P. Gunyon, A. E. Rossiter, 
H. W. Ridley, A. Champion and W. T. Hodgson to be electric 
inspectors under the Electric Lighting Acts and Orders, specified in 


a lengthy list submitted by the committee and covering both com- 


peny and municipal undertakings. | 

The L.C.C. has written to the City Corporation referring to the 
refusal of certain electric lightiog companies to amend their 
accounts in accordance with the report of the B. of T. auditor, the 
latter having pointed out that certain amounts ought not to have 
been charged to capital account. The L.C.C. drew the attention of 
the B. of T. to the importance of giving the auditor power to 
correct the accounts, in view of the possible purchase of the under- 
takings by municipalities. The B. of T., however, did not regard 
the matter as important. 

BEBMONDSEY.— On Thursday last week, the new refuse destructor 
and clectricity works of the Bermondsey Borough Council were 
formally inaugurated. The municipality i8 in the uncomnion position 
of baving its Town Hall, public library, baths and washhouses, 
mortuary, destructor, electricity works, stables, and workehops, all 
massed together upon a single site. The present capacity of the 
generating plant, which consists of three Willans engines coupled to 
Thames Ironworks Company's dynamos; ia 375 kw. ; there is alsoa 
Tudor battery, balancer and charging motor-booster. The switch- 
board was constructed by Messrs. Cromptou & Co., who also carried 
out the public arc lighting, and the boilers are of the Babcock and 
Wilcox type. Messrs. Hall & Co.’s differential feed pumps are 
used, with a Stanhope water softener. Messre. W. T. Glover & Co. 
carried out the mains contracts. Messrs. Kincaid, Waller апа 
Manville are the consulting engineers, and Mr. W. H. Vincent bas 
been appointed borough clectrical engineer. An electrical exhibition 
is to be held atthe Town Hall on February 26th and 28th. 

The opening ceremony took place in the Town Hall, which 
bad been wired, and went off with great éclat. The Electricity 
Committee, in the rôles of shining lights, wore electric lamps in their 
buttonholes, which they switched on at the moment when the 
Mayor, Col. 8. B. Bevington, switched on the lamps in the Town 
Hall, and an electric sign “Success to the Electricity Works.” 

The same evening a dinner was given by the engineers and con- 
tractora tothe committee and others at the Trocadero, Mr. Man- 
ville presiding. The chairman of the Electric Lighting Committee, 
Mr. Т. Cox, in toasting the “ Houses of Parliament,” referred to the 
legislation proposed to be carried through in the present Session, to 
extend the area of supply to the boundaries of the borough. In 
reply, Mr. Н. Cust, M.P., emphasised the necessity of reform in 
procedure, especially in regard to carrying forward iucompleted 
business from Session to Session, for lack of which Bermondsey had 
to obtain its powers twice over. Mr. Н. B. Bird, chairman of the 
Shoreditch Electricity Committee, assisted by the town clerk, Mr. 
Н. M. Robinson, endeavoured to prove that the £3,000 deficit on the 


accounts of that ill-fated undertaking, which we have hadjoccasion 
to criticise from time to time, was really quite a different 
thing, and lamented that the committee had not raised the 
price of energy when the price of coal went up. Mr. Cox expressed 
the determination of the committee to go ahead, and make elec- 
tricity the poor man’s light—very truly urging that the pure 
air, which is unknown where gas is used, is more needed in crowded 
tenements than anywhere else. Mr. Henry Edmunds, proposing “The 
Guests" propounded the paradox that while the mains contractor's 
work was not only out of sight, but was a public nuisance while it 
was in progress, he hoped that when the mains were buried they 
would never be heard of again. Mr. Manville toasted “ The Con- 
tractors,” and pointed out that the responsibility for the success of 
an installation practically depends upon them. The speeches were 
interspersed with a pleasant programme of music, song, and story. 

SourHWAnK.—The Borough Council is to call a conference of 
London municipal electric lighting authorities, with a view to 
settling the charges to be made in connection with public electrical 
illumination at the Coronation. 

City.—The Corporation is to be asked at its next meeting to 
appeal against the judgment that the remaining contract between 
it and the City of London Electric Lighting Company is valid. 

IsnIncTON.—The L.C.C. has sanctioned loans to the B.C. of 
£8,420 for sinking a well and for extensions of mains, transformers, 
&c. | 

HACENEY.-—A remarkable run on the electricity works took place 
on'Xmas eve, Explaining a partial breakdown on that day before 
the B.C. recently, the electrical engineer, Mr. L. L. Robinson, 
stated that apparently many consumers substituted lamps of twice 
the normal c P., bringing the load up to 600 xw., double the antici- 
pated demand. The breakdown was due to a faulty joint in the 
mains, which was flooded by a leak from the water mains. Some 
damage w: з caused to the generating plant, but was made good by 
the following morning. 


Manchester.—4An application of the T.C. for leave to 
borrow £447,000 for electricity supply purposes was yesterday to be 
inquired into on behalf of the L.G.B. 


Nuneaton.—The U.D.C. is to apply for leave to borrow 
£5,050 for electricity supply purposes. 


Shanghai.—The electricity works is fully loaded, and 


extensions of plant will be required at an early date. 


Southampton, — The electrical engineer, Mr. Н. F. 
Street, has reported to the Electricity Committee that extensions 
of the generating plant are urgently needed for rext winter's load. 


Stroud, — The R.D.C. has decided to oppose the 


Gloucestershire Electric Power Bill now being promoted in 
Parliament, the main ground of oppoeition being an objection to 
overhead wires. 


Swansea,—On Saturday night last, owing to the presence 
of water in the clectric lighting mains, the chicf assistant 
engineer, Mr. Thompson, decided to open up some boxes in the 
streets. With the assistance of & foreman he lifted the cover of 
а main in Welcome Lane, near the lighting station, and lowered a 
lamp into the hole. Instantly there was an explosion, and the heavy 
covers of four manholes in two streets in the neighbourhood were 
blown upa height of about 20ft. Mr. Thompson and his foreman were 
severely burnt, and a woman who was near was slightly injured. 
The explosion was due to an accumulation of gas in the boxes, caused, 
it was discovered, by a break in the gas main. A steam roller had 
been at work in the neighbourhood, and a water main and telephone 
main were also broken, it is presumed, by the same means. 

The sub-committee of the E.L. Committee has instructed the 
engineer, Mr. Prussmann, to obtain tenders for two more engines 
of a collective capacity of 1,500 H.P., thus increasing the power of 
the station from 1,000 н.р. to 2,500 H.P. | 

During last year the amount expended -on capital account was 
£50,510, and on revenue account £2,650. The number of appli- 
cations for current is 182 with a total demand of 21,519 8-c.p. 
lamps. ° 


Tottenham.—The U.D.O. has decided to oppose the 
North Metropolitan Electrical Power Supply Bill for extending 
the limits of supply to Tottenham, Edmonton, Enfield, Wood 
Green, and Southgate. 


Wimbledon.—Mr. Е. II. Tulloch, M. I. C. E., held a 
L. G. B. inquiry last Friday into an application of the U.D.C. for leave 
to borrow £18,500 for electric light extensions, £14,500 having been 
already spent in excess of loans authorised. There was no 
opposition. 


Ystradgynlais.—4A committee has been formed for the 
purpose of making arrangements for the supply of electric light for 
the town by next winter. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.— It is anticipated that the completion of the 
electrical equipment of the Union Street section will be completed 
early in March. ‘lhe paviors who were working for Messrs. 
Macartney & McElroy in the reconstruction of the permanent way 
have been acting very blindly, They left the Corporation employ, 
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where they were paid 74d. per hour, for that of the firm mentioned 
at 9d. per hour. They worked for a fortnight at that rate, but they 
seem to have got a notion that their servioes were indispensable, 
aud they could get anything they asked for. Accordingly whenthe 
street was opened for a considerable distance they demanded 10d. 
per hour, This was refused, and the men threw down their tools. 
With the assistance of the tramways department, however, the 
company was able to get over the most pressing part of the difficulty. 
The men then saw that they had been worsted, and presented them- 
selves at the Corporation yard for employment at their old rate of 
73d. To their surprise they found they were no longer needed 
there. 


Australia.—It is reported in the Frankfort Gazette 
that Ganz & Co. have entered into an agreement with the Allge- 
meine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, of Berlin, with a view to taking 


common action for the conversion to electric traction of several of 


the steam railways in Australia. 


Bath.—A discussion took place last week at the City 
Council on the report of the Electric Traction Committee, which 
mentioned an application from the promoters for certain variations 
of routes. The Committee set forth the routes they preferred and 
those to which they objected, and their report was adopted. 


The Baltimore & Ohio Bonds.—In our issue for 
December 13th (p. 1016), a reference was made to an article which 
recently appeared in the Street Railway Journal on the behaviour of 
copper bonds on the B. & O. Belt line. Mr. W. D. Young, the 
electrical engineer to that railroad, has written to our contemporary 
in regard to the matter, stating that the article was not au official 
statement of the conditions and results secured. He continues :— 
“ The squeezing out of the bond strands was unquestionably due to 
the fact that the type of angle-bar used does not give sufficient 
clearance at the top between the inside of the angle-bar and the web 
of the rail, for the introduction of the bond. This trouble is further 
aggravated by the wearing of the angle-bar, which allows its sur- 
faces to approach nearer and nearer to the web of the rail, thus 
forcing the upper strands of the bonds out by mechanical action. I 
believe that if greater space should be left between the angle- 
plate and the web of the rail, this difficulty would be entirely 
avoided. The section of rail to which these bonds have been applied 
is that used by the greater number of steam railroads, the rails and 
angle-bars being the standard established by the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, 100-lb. section, and in the design of this no 
consideration has been given to the matter of combining with these 
sections the necessary room for application of bonds. Inasmuch as 
the growing tendency is to more and more use in common for 
electrical traction, either wholly or in part, the existing steam rail- 
road tracks, it seems very proper that the necessary moditications, 
as above outlined, should be seriously considered, and as this is 
purely a mechanical modification of the angle-bar, it can be easily 
overcome. I do not consider the type of bond at fault, and, so 
far as I know, if this change is made, the bond would be satis- 
factory. I wish to commend the manufacturers of the bond for the 
promptness with which they are taking up this problem with a 
view to making such changes as are necessary to meet the existing 
conditions." 


Bournemouth. — The report containing а general 
description of the Corporation tramway scheme, signed by Alder- 
man Lawson (chairman of the Tramways and Parliamentary Com- 
mittee), and Mr. F. W. Lacey, borough engineer, was presented to 
the members of the Town Councillast week. 'The average length 
of time lost in changing from the overhead to the conduit system is 
about 15 seconds. On the conduit system both positive aud 
negative conductors are insulated from earth, these conductors 
being supplied with current by feeder cables from the conduit 
panels on the main switchboard at the generating station. The over- 
head line will be carried by insulated ears from bracket poles, two 
lines being provided throughout, one for the up and one for the 
down lines. The trolley lines will be supplied by feeder cables 
connected to the line at various points. All cables will be drawn 
into stoneware ducts, and section boxes provided with switches and 
fuses, erected at the feeding points and dividing up the overhead 
line into half-mile sections. Current for the overhead system will 
be supplied direct from the main generators in the 
station, and current for the conduit system will be supplied 
either from a  motor-generator or from one of the main 
dynamos connected to the conduit fceders. It is proposed to light 
the main road by open type arc lamps, erected on the tramway 
poles. Current for these will be taken either from the motor- 
generator or from one of the main dynamos connected to the arc 
lightiog switchboard. There will be four 30 ft. by 8 ft. 6 in. 
Lancashire boilers generating steam at a pressure of 180 Ibs. per sq. iin, 
superheated to a temperature of 500° F. The track rails will be steel 
girder rails, 100 lbs. to the yard, double-bonded at all joints with 
copper bonds, and cross-bonded every 100 yards, and at all pointa 
and crossings. The following cars are on order:—20 bogie cars to 
carry 30 persons inside and 32 outside; and 18 cars to carry 20 
persons inside and 22 outside. The larger cars will be of an 
extreme length of 33 ft. 6 in., and of an inside length of 22 ft. 7 in., 
and of a width of 6 ft. 4 in. The smaller cars will be of an extreme 
length of 26 ft., and inside 15 ft. 2 in., and 6 ft. 4 in. wide. Accord- 
ing to present arrangements the whole of the main road through 
the town from Pokesdown to the County Gates at Westbourne, as 
wellas the Holdenhurst Road, will be paved throughout with wood 
block paviug, except at points where the gradients are such as 
it is felt would be dangerous for wood block paving. "Throughout 
these routes spaces between tracks will be wood block, but the other 
tracks will be macadamised in the centre with granite sett edging on 


either side of the rails. The cost is, of course, an important item in 
the scheme. Power was originally granted in 1900 to borrow 
£170,000 for the scheme been proposed, but this sum did not 
iaclude the cost of street lighting, for which later on a loan of 
£12,441 was authorised. This estimate included 220 arc lights 
which it was originally proposed to place along tbe whole of the 
tramway routes, but in the specification now under consideration it 
is proposed to light the main roads as far as the Central Railway 
Btation, which covers practically the compulsory area under the 
order, and will require from 140 to 150 lamps. The additional 
works authorised under the 1901 Act were estimated at £16,906 for 
permanent way only; and the cost of overhead equipment, cars 
and car-shed, plant, and proportion of cost of traction station is 
estimated at £20,000. The subsequent adoption of the conduit 
system through the centre of the town is estimated to cost an addi- 
tional £15,000, and the works of wood-paving beyond tbat 
rendered necessary by the tramway, are expected to cost £37,000. 
Another extra since the original scheme was decided upon is £5,000 
contémplated for extra conduits suggested by the Lighting Com- 
mittee as a provision for the future. The whole of these items 
added to the original £170,000, brings the estimated total cost of 
the scheme up to £276,347. ‘Tenders have not yet been accepted 
for coal bunkers and conveyera and ash conveyers ; for switch gear ; 
for motor-generator for conduit system; for station and car depót 
lighting ; for overhead equipment ; for street lighting ; or for tram- 
way equipment and arc lighting cables. The lowest tender for the 
last-mentioned item is £20,669, and this, with the other tender, 
has been referred to the engineers. Rapid progress is being made 
with the works at the generating station and car-sheds. 


Cast-Welding of Rail Joints,—During the past two 


. or three yeara the Union Traction Company, of Philadelphia, has 


cast-welded over 5,000 old track jointe, and 2,000 joints of new 
track. Much of the old track, says the Street Railway Journal, was 
too peor to be repaired with ordinary angle plates. Better results 
were found with 9-in. than with 44-in., or other ‘shallower rail 
sections. То carry out the work, the company have mounted the 
whole apparatus on a motor-driven platform with a large sheet 
asbestos shield to protect the trolley wires from the heat rising out 
of the cupola. The cupola has а diameter of 22 in., and will melt 
6,000 to 7,000 lbs. of iron at a run. It is blown by a 5-H.P. blower, 
and is hinged to the car platform so that it can be kept level on 
grades. A joint can be ran over only a few minutes after casting. 
It is said, however, that the company is not now casting any more 


` joints, but is carrying on experiments with a “zinc joint.” The 


Union Company does во much of its own work, that it has developed 
quite a number of special appliances to facilitate progress ; these in- 
clude a truck to carry rails, a truck to carry a rail punch, stands with 
poles to draw lighting current at night, and an emery wheel, driven 
through a Stow shaft by a motor for grinding cast rail joiats. 


Exeter.—The City Council has decided to apply to the 
L.G.B. for power to borrow £70,000 for a new power station for the 
electric lighting of the city and the proposed electric tram system. 
A deputation of six members is to visit various towns to inspect all - 
methods of transit, trams or ‘buses, electric or otherwise. The 
Bill now before the House of Commons, promoted by the tramway 
company, is to be opposed by the Corporation. 


Gloucester.—A large meeting of the Gloucester Traders’ 
Association recently passed a resolution recognising the great 


. importance of the establishment of clectric trams in Gloucester, 


and urging the Corporation to conclude the negotiations for the 
purchase of the tramways and plant at the sum provisionally agreed 
to, and to proceed with the conversion to electric traction as soon 
as possible. 


The Great Eastern Railway and Electric Traction. 
—Speaking on Tuesday at the half-yearly meeting of the Great 
Eastern Railway, Lord Claud Hamilton, the chairman, said the 
shareholders would remember that some time ago he referred to the 
necessity which the directors felt of providing additional accommo- 
dation for their suburban traffic. Owing to the great cost of 
working high-level lines, the board had come to no definite decision, 
and they were inclined to favour a newer form of tube lines under 
their existing routes, but he told them last year that owing to the 
great uncertainty which prevailed as to the cost of construction and 
the profit likely to be obtained from those lines, he hoped the 
Government would suspend all Bills for the construction of that 
class of railway for a year and send them to a Joint Committee of 
both Houses of Parliament, which might report as to the manner iu 
which London could best be served. The Government took that 
course, and all those lines had been suspended for the space of 
12 months. During that time he and the board had had ample 
opportunity of considering that very important subject, and in doing 
so they had not lost sight of the new conditions which had to be 
faced by railway companies. It was no use their bewailing those 
new conditions, and giving them as an excuse for the falling off ia 
dividends and then going on in the old way. What they had to do, 
like sensible men, was to look facts in the face and to acknowledge 
that those new conditions had come to stay. What were those new 
conditions? First of all increased obligations placed upon them by the 
Board of Trade acting under Parliamentary pressure ; shorter hours of 
labour; higher wages; increasing assessments and higher rates, due 
to newly-elected bodies, and persistent demands on the part of the 
L.C.C. to compel them to carry certain classes of the community 
at unremunerative fares, and at inconvenient hours; and lastly, 
though not least, the construction by public bodies, at the cost of 
the rates, of tramways and electric railways, which would compete 
with the existing railways. In order to see what their position 
was, his Lordship said he had had taken out the figures of the 
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average amount they had received per passenger for the last two 
years, and he found that it was a slightly decreasing quantity. Taking 
the year 1901, the average first-class passenger receipts were 
. 1144.; the second-class 5:13d. ; third-class 4°44d., which gave them 
ап атегаре of 4°78d., or, roughly speaking, 4id. for every passenger. 
They carried during that period 118,906,000 people, producing 
£2,370,427, and it was evident that they must resist any further 
demands to compel them to carry certain classes of the community 
at lower fares. The question that the directors had been asking 
themselves during the past year was whether they would be justified 
in asking the shareholders, under the circumstances, to find further 
capital for the purpose of new suburban railways, and they had 
come to the conclusion that in their interests they ought to recon- 
sider their position with regard to the public. They were now of 
opinion that for the present, at least, they should simply. sit tight 
and watch events, and do all they could to consolidate and develop 
their existing resources. They were very closely watching every 
new development in regard to electric traction, but it was too early 
for them to arrive at any decision on the subject, or to give the 
sbareholders any indication of what their ultimate views might be. 


Heughton-le-Spring.— The United Kingdom Tramway, 
Light Railway, and Electrical Syndicate, which, 18 months ago, 
obtained powers for the construction of tramways in the Houghton- 
le-Spring district of the County of Durham, are seeking to have the 
time within which they must have the works completed extended 
fora period not exceeding 12 months. The syndicate have addressed 
a circular letter to the various Councils through whose districts the 
tramways will pass, explaining how the delay has arisen. They 
mention that there are 18 Councils interested in the scheme. The 
delay has chiefly arisen through the difficulty which has been 
experienced in getting the land necessary for the road improve- 


ments which the Board of Trade insists must be made along the 


course of the tramways. There are to be 20 miles of tramways, 
which will tap one of the largest mining centres in the county. It 
has been found also necessary to alter the gauge from 3 ft. 6 in. to 
4 ft. 8in., the same as the Sunderland Corporation Tramways, over 
which the syndicate hope ultimately to have running powers. Active 
steps are now being taken to promote the company, which is to be 
known as the Sunderland District and Houghton-le-Spring Electric 
1 de Company. A good deal of preliminary work has been 
one. 


Isle of Man.—The liquidator of the Isle of Man Tram- 
ways and Electric Power Company has sold the electric sections of 
the undertaking— Douglas to Ramsey and Laxey to Snaefell—for 
£252,000. The purchaser is Mr. Schenk, the chairman of the 
Crystal Palace Company. It is stated in the daily Press that 
by this sale, and the sale of the Douglas Tramways to the 
Corporation of that borough for £50,000, the liquidator, Mr. Walker, 
has obtained £73,500 more than was first offered at the public 
tender for the assets of the late company. This will enable the 
liquidator to pay a third dividend of 2s. to the Dumbell’s Bank 
shareholders, who are creditors of the tramways for £85,000. After 
discharging the tramway debentures sufficient money will remain to 
pay the ordinary creditors 108. in the pound. 


Lancaster.— At the meeting of the T.C. on Wednesday 
the minutes of the Electric Tramways Committee showed that the 
tenders for platelaying and bonding of Messrs. E. Nicholls & Son, 
of Morecambe, has been accepted by the Corporation, the rails to be 
supplied by the Town Council, who will purchase them from the Leeds 
Steel Works. It has been decided to increase the size of the car 
shed in Dzlton Square to 180 ft. instead of 100 ft., the contractors 
being Mr. W. Harrison (builder) and Messrs. Morton & Co., Limited, 
for the shed. After visiting Manchester and inspecting the cars in 
ute there, the Committee have resolved to purchase three additional 
cars—10 in all—from the British Westinghouse Company, the bodics 
of the cars to be made by the Lancaster Hailway Carriage and 
Wagon Company. The use of Newall's patent magnetic brakes on 
cars is under consideration. 


Lees.—The promoters of the Saddleworth, Springhead, 
and Lees Electric Tramway scheme have struck Lees out of the 
Bill. 


Levenshulme.—The negotiations between the U. D.C. 
and the Manchester Corporation have now so far progressed tbat 
the first-named body has decided to apply to the B. of T. for sanction 
to borrow £8,063 for the reconstruction of tramways. 


Liverpool.—At a recent meeting of the Tramways Com- 
mittee, statistics of the working of the tramways for the past five 
years were submitted by the general manager, Mr. C. Н. Bellamy. 
The returns for the years 1897—1901 were as follow :— 


Year. Mileage. Inc. in traffic 


Passengers. Receipts. 


receipts. 
1897 .. ee 6,018,190 88,409,084 £290,748 -— 
1898 6,279,758 41,712,034 814, 207 £23,164 
1899 .. .. 4,000,546 63,771,450 859,929 45,722 
1900 .. 9,100,866 82,867,958 417,574 57,645 
1901 .. .. 10,970,063 101,108,780 468,343 50,409 


The percentages of increase in 1901, compared with 1897 and 
1900, were 


On 1897. On 1900. 
Passengers — ae . . 163:8 per cent. 22-7 per cent. 
Mileage .. T" sa “oe B24. y 20:5 n 
Receipta.. 855 Wa .. 001 „ 122 $s 


The year 1907 was the last year in which the old Liverpool Tram- 
ways Company had control of the service. 

The profits on the Corporation tramways service for 1901 were 
upwards of £52,000. The Tramways Committee have decided to 
place two-thirds of the surplus to a renewal fund, and to hand over 


the balance of £17,000 to £18,000 to the relief of the city rates. A 


special Act of Parliament will have to be obtained authorising this. 

At the fortnightly meeting of the Liverpool Tramways Com- 
mittee, the chairman, Mr. E. L. Lloyd, referred to the fall recently 
of an iron girder on the overhead wires iu Dale Street. The fall of 
the girder, he said, had subjected the overhead equipment to a test, 
the severity of which he hoped would dwell in the memory of the 
public. The overhead wire was of the very hardest drawn copper, 
and ite strength was manifest. The pole strap, eye bolt, and another 
part of the equipment were before the Committee, and the members 
would see that, after two years’ use, the whole thing was in as good 
condition as when put up. Mr. C. R. Bellamy informed the Com- 
mittee that the weight of the girder which fell was stated to be 
4 tons. 


London.—4At last week's L. C. C. meeting, the report of 
the Highways Committee reminded the Council that the directors 
of the South-Eastern Metropolitan Tramways Company were 
disposed to advise the shareholders to sell their undertaking to the 
Council for £50,000. It appears that the tramways, which are abont 
24 miles in length, would not in the ordinary course become 
purchasable until 1909. The lines start within a few yards of the 
Council's tramways in Greenwich Road, and their route is along 
South Street, Greenwich; Lewisham Road; and High Street, 
Lewisham, to the terminus at Rushey Green, and it would be 
obvious that they could easily, by means of a short junction, be 
made to form part of the Council’s system. As the company did 
not own any horses, the Committee proposed to report at a later 
date on the arrangements for horsing the cars, pending the recon- 
struction of the lines for electric traction, and they recommended 
the Council to cnterinto an agreement for the purchase of the com- 
pany's lines. In a separate report by the Finance Committee, it was 
submitted that a considerable portion of the sum of £50,000 must be 
taken as representing payment for the goodwill of the undertaking 
as the lines could be compulsorily acquired in 1909, and that the 


repayment of the expenditure might be spread over a period of 25 


years as proposed by the Highways Committee. The recom- 
mendation of the latter Committee was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. W. Bruce asked the chairman of the Highways Committee 
whether he could inform the Council of the progress made with 
the negotiations with the North Metropolitan Tramways Company 
as to the electrification of the tramway system in the North and 
North-east of London, and whether the Committee would consider 
the expediency of obtaining a temporary supply of current from the 
local authorities which have gencrating stations. Mr. J. W. Benn, 
in reply, said the Council had given notice to the company that it 
was proposed to enforce the clauses contained in the lease with 
regard to electrification of the system at the earliest moment, and 
had invited the company to inform the Council] the most convenient 
way for the company for the proper execution of the project. With 
regard to obtaining power from the borough councils, that was 
rather a diflicult question. The Council could hardly pick up its 
power as it passed through various districts. It would be necessary 
to have a supply from one or two generating stations at least, but if 
Mr. Bruce would direct the Committee to any generating stations 
they would doubtless be prepared to avail themselves of the 
service. 

In the King’s Bench on Monday, before Mr. Justice Darling, Mr. 
A. R. Bulley, a builder, also obtained £100 damages against the 
L.U.T. Co. for personal injuries and damage to pony and trap, 
sustained through negligence on the part of defei dants in April last 
year. 

In the King's Bench Division on Friday last, before Mr. Justice 
Bruce and a special jury, the case of Meulemin v. London United 
Tramways Company, Limited, was heard. Plaintiff, wife of a 
coachman, claimed for personal injuries caused through the alleged 
negligence of defendants’ servants, when a collision occurred between 
a jauuting carin which she was riding and a car of the L. U. T. The 
jury awarded 4200 damages. 


Loughborough. — The Loughborough and District Light 
Railway Syndicate have asked the Loughborough T.C. to transfer 
their electrical powers to them for 21 years. At the next meeting 
of the T.C. the General Purposes Committee, who have had under 
consideration the syndicate’s proposals, will propose that the Council 
rescind their resolution of December 2nd as to the exercise of tho 
electrical powers of the Corporation, and that, in the event of the 
Council adopting that recommendation, à committee be appointed 
to negotiate with the Light Railway Syndicate with a view to 
arranging terms for the transference of the electrical powers of the 
Corporation to the syndicate. 


Maidenhead.—The D.C. has resolved to apply for light 
railway powers in May. The borough surveyor is to prepare plans, 
estimates, &c., for a railway, and to oppose the application of th 
M.D.E.T. Company. 


New York.—The New York Central authorities have 
entered into a contract with the New York Edison Company for the 
installation and current supply of arc lamps for lighting the central 
tuunel. Nothing definite appears yet to have been decided upon with 
respect to the electrical equipment of the tunnel, though the news- 
papers daily make statements to the contrary, the non-authoritative 
nature of which is indicated by their conflicting character.— Elec- 
trical World. 


Paris.—It is stated that on Wednesday night last week 
a train on the underground electric railway here caught -fire 
between two of the stations. It scems that a short-circuit in 
one of the motors under the leading carriage was responsible 
for the affair. We gather that the service was interrupted for 
a couple of hours in consequence, 
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Тһе Lye.— The electric tramline which Mr. G. Law is 
now constructing, із well in hand, and it is to be completed in six 
months. It will cover a distance of two miles of the old coach 
road from Stourbridge to Birmingham, and be a link to which, no 
doubt in time, other links will be joined ultimately connecting 
Birmingham and Stourbridge. 


Romford.—A_ poll of ratepayers, in regard to the 
proposed municipal tramway scheme, shows that it is rejected by a 
majority of 623 votes. The voting papers sent in numbered 1,966, 
and of these 471 were blank. 


Stroud. — On Saturday .a conference was held at 
Gloucester between representatives of the Stroud Urban Council 
and the members of the Highways Committee of the County 
Council with reference to the scheme of electric trams for the Stroud 
district, proposed to be carried out by Messrs. T. Nevins & Son. 
The proceedings were conducted 7» camera, but it is satisfactory to 
learn that an agreement was arrived at which will allow of the 
tramways being laid as soon as the necessary formalitics have heen 
complied with. 


Sunderland.— The first report of the municipal tram- 
ways has just been issued to the members of the Tramways Com- 
mittee. It covers the period from January 1st, 1900, to September 
30th, 1901—21 months in all. The report is of an exhaustive nature, 
and outlines the scheme from its inception; it gives details of the 
lines for which powers to construct have been obtained, most of 
which have been already executed, the exceptions being :—A line 
to Fulwell, 3:46 miles; and the High Street East route 1:61 miles. 
When these extensions are carried out, the system will consist of 
23°13 miles of single track. The inclusive cost per mile is £7,270. 
The net profit for the 15 months since the taking over of the trams 
from the private company, to March 31st (during which time the 
one track was taken up and the other substituted), was £4,757, 
which includes receipte both from horse and electric traction, and 
the passengers numbered about 6] millions For the next six 
months, however, the profit was almost doubled, being £9,829 
(although the period was only two-fifths of the former), and the 
number of passengers had increased from 64 millions in 15 months 
to about seven millions in six months. The net profits for the 21 
months were £14,500, and this is regarded as extremely satisfactory. 
The gross profite for the last half-year were £16,440, representing 
above 8 per cent. on the then capital of £202,033. 


Sydney (N.S.W.).—The electric tramlines have been 
opened for traffic in Pitt and Castlereagh Streets. The lines, says 
the British Australasian, are now along the four main arteries of the 
city. i 


Underground Railways,—In the House of Commons 
last week Mr. G. Balfour informed Mr. M'Laren that his attention 
had been directed to the number of new Bills deposited for the 
construction of underground tube railways in London, and he was 
considering the question of referring these Bills, as last year, to a 
committee, who would have regard to the public convenience in 
the selection of routes. 

The promoters do not intend to proceed further with the 
Brompton and Piccadil Circus Railway Bill and the Central 
London Railway (No. 1) Bill, two of the measures which were 
suspended from the session of 1901. "The latter proposed the con- 
struction of a loop at the City end, and is superseded by the larger 
" circle " proposal. 

It is announced that the Manchester tube railway scheme has heen 
abandoned. 


Weston-super-Mare.—The work of laying the tramways 
has been commenced, and it is stated that the greater portion of the 
line will be ready for openiug early in April. 


Wimbledon.—A canvass of the frontagers affected by 
the L.U.T. proposals in Broadway, Merton Road, and Merton High 
Street shows that 75 per cent. are against the scheme, most of the 
remainder being apathetic. 


Woodford.—The D.C. will oppose the Walthamstow 


Council's light railway scheme, so far aa it affects Woodford. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Abyssinian Telegraphs.— The Paris correspondent of 
the Times quotes the Journal de Djibouti to the effect that the 
Negus has given instructions for the rapid completion of the tele- 
graphic and telephone lines between the Italian colony of Eritrea 
and his capital. The telephone is in great demand between Addis 
Abeba and Harar. When first put up the wires were frequently cut 
by mischief makers, but the Emperor published a proclamation 
stuting that anyone who cut a wire would have his hand cut off, and 
that the district where the injury was done would be condemned 
to pay a heavy fine. 


American Pacific Cable.—Reuter’s correspondent at 
Washington stated on 28th inst. that the Committee on Commerce 
in the House of Representatives had decided in favour of the con- 
struction, operation and maintenance by the Government of the 
Pacific cable, and had ordered a favourable report to be made on 
the Bill for that purpose. The Committee amended the Bill so as 
to provide that the cable shall be of American make, if it can be 
supplied according to the highest standard and at a cost ро" 
exceeding 10 per cent. above that of foreign manufacture. Arrange- 
ments for connections with Japan and China are authorised. <As 
finally determined upon, the Bill provides for a Government cable 
between California, Hawaii and the Philippines viá the Midway 
and Guam Islands, or whatever route the President may consider 
most practicable. The cost is not to excced $10,000,000, and the 
work of construction will be entrusted to the Army and Navy 
Department. Provision is made for Government messages and also 
for private messages at a rate not exceeding 25 cents a word' to 
Hawaii and 50 cents to Manila. 


Hull Telephones.—The Jull Parliamentary Committee 
will oppose the National Telephone Company's Bill, in which the 
company asked that, in the cvent of the Corporation obtaining a 
license from the Postmaster-General to establish a telephonic com- 
munication within the city, the powers of the company, which they 
had acquired for the purpose of Jaying down underground wires, 
should continue, and the provisions of Sec. 3 of the Telegraph Act, 
1899, should apply. 


Manchester Telephones.—A conference of the repre- 
sentatives of the authorities in the Manchester telephone area has 
unanimously decided to oppose the National Telephone Company's 
Bill. 


Persian Gulf.—lIt is reported from Constantinople that 
Great Britain intends to obtain permission from the Porte to erect 
a telegraph line through Turkish territory from Koweyt to Fao in 
the Persian Gulf, where an English telegraph station already 
exista. 


Scarborough Telephones.— The Municipal Telephone 
Sub-Committee having consulted Mr. A. R. Bennett on the question 
of a telephone license, has written to the Postmaster-General for a 
map of the local telephone area, and the engiucer is to prepare 
certain plans. 


Swansea Telephones.—The Telephone Committee of 
the Corporation last week had before it Mr. A. R. Bennett’s report 
on municipal telephones. He estimated the revenue at £4,301 and 
the working expenses at £3,566. The committee decided to recom- 
mend the Council to apply for a license, and to raise a loan ; also 
that the tariff be £5 per annum for an unlimited service, or £3 and 
1d. per call. In his report Mr. Bennett says:—“It is evident that 
in your area there has been a mere scratching of the surface of the 
telephonic ficld and no more. But this is a fact which will require 
to assert itself gradually, and to begin with, I do not propose to 
provide for more than 1,500 lines, including 50 public telephones— 
that is to say, about double the present number of lines. Of these, 
again, I would provide for the immediate complete finishing of only 
one-half, say, 750 lines, including 25 public telephones; for the 
other half, ducts would be laid and provision made as regards space 
in switch-rooms, designs of switchboards, spare room on poles, &c." 
The capital expenditure Mr. Bennett estimates at £18,000, the esti- 
mated revenue from 725 subscribers and public telephones, &c., at 
£4,301, and the cost of working expenses and interest and sinking 
fund, £3,566, leaving a net revenue of £735 per annum, to be added 
to which would be #150 a ycar now paid to the National Telephone 
Company. Local intercommunication could only be had with the 
consent of the National Company, unless they came, as in some 
other places, within the Telegraph Act, 1899. This might be 
effected whenever the Corporation exchange became the larger one. 
“Tn conclusion," says Mr. Bennett, І have no hesitation in recom- 
mending the Corporation to apply for a license, and under it to 
construct and work a telephone system of their own. With the 
advantages of underground construction, metallic circuits, modern 
instruments, and ready-made wayleave facilities, which would lie 
with the Corporation, doubt as to the thorough success of the 
undertaking cannot be reasonably entertained. The application of 
the taritfs I have proposed would certainly result in a substantial 
yearly profit, which could either be devoted to relieving the rates 
or to a further reduction in telephone charges.” 


Telegraph Interruptions.—In the House of Commons 
on 21st inst., in reply to questions as to the effect on the telegraphic 
and telephonic services of the storms towards the end of last year, 
Mr. Austen Chamberlain said that the November storm caused no 
total interruption between London and any commercial centre in 
the country, except intermittently during the night of the 13th with 
places in Scotland. On six days in the month, however, the delay 
on the Glasgow circuits amounted to one hour and upwards; and 
this was also the case on four days in the month on the Newcastle 
circuits, on two days on the Liverpool circuits, and on one day on 
the Cardiff circuits. In December the wires to Glasgow, Liverpool, 
and Newcastle were totally interrupted for the greater part of four 
days. Cardiff was not entirely cut off. On the direct wires between 
Neweastle and Cardiff the interruptions in November were from the 
12th to the 15th, and in December from the 9th to the 19th ; but, 
except fora «hort time, communication was maintained hy other 
wires. Between Newca-tle and Glasgow there was no total inter- 
ruption, but in December there was a dclay of 35 minutes on the 
16th. The loss of revenue from the November interruptions was 
about £2,500, and from the December interruptions about £5,500. 
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The cost to the Post Office of making good the November breakages 
was about 42,500, and the December repairs will probally cost 
nearly £27,000. These sums do not include the expense incurred 
by the railway companies in carrying out their obligations to the 
department. It will not be possible to prevent interruptions, but 
the Postmaster-General hopes that the measures which have been 


taken to strengthen the lines and to provide reserve wires will | 


render them less serious; and the continuation northwards of the 
Birmingham underground line will be of great help. 


F 8 and Repairs :— 


INTERRUPTED., REPAIRED., 

oe ee se ее June 20, 1899 se 
Para-Maranham E" ёд March 1, 1900 .. - 
Mole 5%. Nicholas- Port an Prince | 4s Dec. 28, 1901 x 
Alexandria-Laruaca .. " J&n. 19, 1902 Jan. 29 
Havre-Watervile X .. .. Jan. 27, 1902 s 
Shanghai-Hong Kong. .. Jan. 24, 1902 

LAKDLINES:— 


“ Fia Hanekin " on Persian territory Feb. 24, 1900 .. oe 
Communication with Бапаш ane Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 
Cap Haitien-Port au кише. ‚ Jan, 22, 1902 
K iertseh- Sukhonm m . Jan. 225 1902 


Underground Telegraphis.—The Glasgow Chamber is 
to co-operate with the Edinburgh and other Scottish Chambers in 
arranging a deputation to the Postmaster-General to urge the 
Government to expedite as far as possible the completion of under- 
ground telegraphic communication to Scotland. 


` Jan. 93 23. 
Jan. 21. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen,—February 12th. Tramway poles, bases and 
trimmings for Corporation. See Official Notices " January 24th. 


Aberdeen.—February 15th. Overhead equipment, poles 
and bonding; also cables for three tramway routes. See Official 
Notices" to-day. 


Belgium.— February 15th. Proposals are being invited 


by the municipal authorities of Lourain for the lighting of the 
public streets by electricity or gas. 


Belgium.— March Ist. The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are inviting tenders until the March ist, 1902, for the 
concession for an electric lighting installation. See our “ Official 
Notices " January 3rd. 


Birkenhead.—The Corporation invite tenders for sup- 
plies of tools, bolta, nuts, steel, &c., brushes, gun-metal, block tin; 
paints and oils; rubber goods and packing; cement and sundries; 
as required at the electricity works for the year ending March 31st, 
1903. Particulars, &c., from Electrical Engineer, Generating 
Works, Craven Street, Birkenhead. 


Birkenhead.—February 11th. Feeder mains, pilot 
wires, and distributing mains for Rock Ferry and district for the 
Corporation. See Official Notices” January 24th. 


Bournemouth.—February 12th. Steel poles, overhead 
lines, section boxes, arc lamps, poles and carriers, for the T.C. See 
Official Notices to-day. 


Brighton.— February 10th. Ten tramcar bodies, trucks, 
and electrical equipments for the Corporation. Вее Official 
Notices to-day. 

Croydon. February 17th. 


cars with motors, &c., for Corporation. 
January 24th. 


Dulverton.—The E.L. Committee invites proposals for 
lighting the town. See “Ofcial Notices " to-day. 


Falham.—February 26th. Two 50-Kw. steam dynamos 
and boosters, four dryback marine boilers, battery, and wiring for 
2,000 lights, for the Guardians. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


Glamorgan.—The County Council is now inviting 
tenders for the erection of an electric plant house at Bridgend 
Asylum. Particulars of W. Е. R. Allen, County Council Offices, 
Cardiff. 


Glasgow.—February 21st. Switchboard extensions for 
the Corporation. Sec “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Hamilton.— February 6th. The T.C. wants offers from 
companies willing to lease the electric lighting order. See “Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Hammersmith.—February 12th. Electrical stores and 
Welsh coal, 12 months’ supply for the Council. See Official 
Notices" to-day. 


Leeds.—Concentric (high tension), two-phase (low ten- 
sion), and I.T. triple-concentric paper cables for the electric light- 
ing department. See Official Notices to-day. 


Leyton.—February 13th. Steam and other piping for 
U. D. C. electricity works. See Official Notices January 24th. 


10 double-deck double-truck 
See Official Notices” 


U 


London. — February 12th. In a list of details required 
by the London School Board for twelve months we observe “ elec- 
trical necesearies " for the Shaftesbury. Forms of tender, &c., at 
the offices, Victoria Embankment. 


London.—March 4th. The L.C.C. is wanting tenders 
for 100 or 50 double-deck double-bogie tramcars for conduit lines 
in South London. Drawings, &c., at the County Hall, Spring 
Gardens, S. W. (£3). : 


Lytham.—January 3180. The U. D. C. invites tenders 
for the erection of engine and destructor houses, and cottage ; and 
Гот two centrifugal pumping engines, steam dynamo, electric light 
fittings aud travelling стапе. Specifications, &, of the engineer tu 
the Council, Mr. A. J. Price, U.D.C. Offices, Lytham. 


Manchester.— February — 13th. Condensing plant, 
cooling towers and feed water heaters for the Corporation. See 
Official Notices " J anuary 24th. 


Middleton.—February 1st. The Corporation wants 
tendera for the electric wiring and fitting of the Free Library, 
Long Street, and Technical School, Sufficld Strect. 


Neweastle,— February 12th. The Corporation wants 
tenders for laying 11 miles of single line tramway, &c. Specitica- 
tions from the City Treasurer (£3 33.). 


Oban.— The Town Council wants tenders for wiring con- 


sumers’ premises on the “ easy " system. Apply to Mr. Alex. Black, 
Tow: Clerk. 


Rochdale.—February 2nd. Lighting switchboard 
extensions for the Corporation. See Official Notices” January 
17th. 


Rockhampton (Australia),—March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockbampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. Sce 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


Salford. — February 8th. 


current motors for the electricity works. 
January 24th. 

Shipley.—The D.C. is inviting tenders for the con- 
struction and reconstruction of about 14 miles of double line. 

Shipley.—February 10th. Traction switchboard, boosters 
and balancers, switchboard alterations, for the Council. See 
“ Oficial Notices " January 24th. 

Spain.—February 2nd. The municipal authorities of 


Elgirbar are inviting tenders until February 2nd, for the establish- 
ment and equipment of a central electric lighting station in the 


Two 150-Rw. continuous 
See “ Official Notices " 


. town. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be 


sent to, El Secretaria del Ayuntamiento de Elgirbar, Spain. 


Spain.—February 9th. Tenders are being invited until 
February 9th, by the Municipal authorities of Irun for the con- 
cession for the clectric lighting of the town. "Tenders are to be sent 
to El Exmeo Ayuntamiente Constitucional, Irun, Spain, whence 
particulars may be obtained. 


Sunderland,—February 6th. 10 double and four single- 
deck car bodies, trucks, &c. See “ Official Notices” January 17th. 


Walsall.—January 31st. One each 500-H. P. and 25- 
H.P. high speed engines, and 350-Kw. and 16 kw. dynamos for the 
electricity department. See “ Official Notices" January 17th. 


West Ham. — February 11th. Engine room stores, 
cable, boxes, transformers, lamps, electrical instruments, &c., for the 
Council. See ''Otlicial Notices“ to-day. 


Wigan,—February 3rd. Cables and trolley wire. See 
“Official Notices " January 24th. 


CLOSED. 


Bilston.— The contract for certain electrical plant for 
the Bilston sub-station of the Midland Electric Corporation for 
power distribution has, according to the Contract Journal, been 
placed with the British Westinghouse Company at 25, 850. The 
lowest tender was that of the Lahmeyer Electrical Company at 
£3,565, and the highest that of the Electrical Construction Company 
at £10,070. 


Brecon,—The Committee of Visitors to the Brecon and 
Radnor Joint Counties Asylum have accepted a tender for carrying 
out the electric lighting of the building at a cost of £3,420. 


Coventry.— The E.L. Committee of the Corporation 
has decided to recommend the acceptance of a tender of Messrs. 
J. and Н. McLaren for a 1,000-н.Р. engine at £4,275, and a tender 
of thc British Schuckert Company for а 600-K W. tw o- phase alternator 
at C1, 580. 


London County Council. —At a meeting of the Council 
on Tuesday the Fire Brigade Committee reminded the Council of 
the recent acceptance of the tenders of Messrs. Ellis, Potten & Co. 
to wire and supply fittings at the West Hampstead, East Greenwich 
and Perry Vale tire stations and the Homerton sub-st:tion, and to 
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carry out similar work at the Manchester Square and Bishopsgate 
Stations. As the firm had signed the contracta in respect of the 
first four mentioned stations, the order was given for the work at 
the West Hampstead and East Greenwich Stations, which were 
nearly finished, but, by the desire of the contractors, the issue of the 
crder with regard to the Perry Vale and Homerton Stations was 
suspended. The Committee stated that the progress made by the 
company with the work at West Hampstead and East Greenwich 
had not been very satisfactory, and the contractors now asked, in 
view of their financial position, that they might be relieved of the 
work as regarded all the stations except those two which they had 
undertaken to complete shortly. The firm had been notified of the 
acceptance of their tenders for the Bishopsgate and Manchester 
Square Stations, but, up to the present, they had not signed the 
contracts, and, under the circumstances, the Committee expressed 
thc opinion that it would be well to relieve the firm of their respon- 
sibility in respect of the work at Perry Vale, Homerton, Bishops- 
gate, and Manchester Square, but that the, firm should not be 
allowed in future to tender for any work for the Council The 
Committee submitted recommendations to this effect, which were 
carried. 


. Pontypridd.— The D.C has accepted the following tenders 


forthe supply of plant for lighting and tramways. There were 
341 tenders :— 
| £ s. d. 
Boilers, Babcock & Wilcox  .. res is 5,611 2 0 
Engines, Coombe, Barbour & Co,, Belfast 5210 0 0 
Dynamos, Greenwood & Batley oe T ex 8401 0 0 
Balancers, British Westinghouse Company " 760 0 0 
Bwitchboard, &o., divided between Ferranti and 
Kelvin and White .. уб bs x С» 2418 0 0 
Fitter's shop, Newbolds · ia in M ks 591 0 0 
Travelling crane, Chatteris .. А à 455 10 0 
Aro lamps, Johnson & Phillips 5 0 


The total amounting to £17,292 178, 


Willesden.— The Guardians have received the following 
tenders for the electric light and power installation at the new 
Infirmary, Acton Lane, to the specification of Mr. Morgan Williams, 
M.Inst.C.E. 


| Section ‚ 
> Sect’on B. Section | Section Total 
A. Engine С. 2 amount of 
Name. Boiler and Wiring Crane, tender for 
house | battery and motors, complete 
plant. room mains | fans. works. 
plant | 
£ 8 £ 8 £ s. d £ в, £ s.d 
Carrick & Ritchie — — | — 786 0 | — 
J. Carrick & Sons | — — — 738 0 — 
Ро. is — — — 630 0| — 
Belshaw & Co. .. — — 2,148 6 8 — — 
Troy & Co. "E PN — — 2,861 0 0 — —- 
Tiukers, Іа, .. . | 4,822 0 — — — 
Danks& co. 4,088 10 — — | 
Lowcock & Со... .. 292 0 — | — — 
Davey, Paxman & Co. 8,673 10 | 2,815 10 — — — 
Do. da — 8,025 5 — — 
Do. — 8,135 10 — EE rut — 
Helmes & o. — 3,078 0 — 597 0 — 
Do. — 3,293 0 — — — 
Do. — 8,048 0 — б — — 
Do. ds — 8,118 0 — — — 
Ше Construction — 3,097 0 | — 701 0 | — 
о. | 
Brush Electrical Co. .. — 2,8520 — 582 0 — 
Siemens Bros. .. s — 2,300 0 | — 688 0 - 
P . А — 2,040 0 — — — 
Do. — 2,680 0 — — = 
Mather & Platt. — 2,946 0 — 651 0 — 
Do. — 2,926 0 | — 514 0 — 
p Do. — 8,016 0 — — — 
Geipel & Lange — 2,816 14 1,802 00 | 591 10 — 
. Do. ee жЕ 2,866 14 | VEM 727 1 з 
Nationa] Electric Wir- — — 2,258 10 0 — 7 — 
ing Co. | | 
Crompton & Co. 8,571 0 2,882 0 1,612 00 642 0 9,707 0 0 
(accepted) 
Johnson & Phillips | 3,795 0 | 3,70 0 1,559 16 8 590 0 —- 
Do. sx.) — — — 510 0 8,764 16 8 
Epagnoletti & Co. КЕ. — — 1,983 14 0 — — 
Alley & Maclellan  .. 6, 106 0 | 3,015 0 , 2,115 0 0 | 1,540 0 11,776 0 0 
Do. vis — — | — 1,215 0 -— 
Spencer & Co. .. - — — — 110 0 
Bruce Peebles & Co. .. — 2,961 0 | ae — — 
Do. v — 2,899 0, — | T8 0 — 
Leaf, H. M. А — Н 2,114 16 8 — | — 
Strode & co. | — — 2,675 16 0 | — — 
Newton Electrical | — 2,075 0 — 275 0 ~- 
Works, Ltd | 
Mavor & Coulson i | — 2,864 17 — 565 10 — 
Do. gs — 2.953 7 — — — 
Do. ae = 2,981 17 == m ES 
Do. — 3,81 1 — — — 


* Tender for portion of a section only. 


Woolwich.—The following is a list of tenders received 
for electrical instraments for the Woolwich Borough Council’s elec- 
tricity department (engineer and manager, Mr. J. B. Mitchell) :— 


Siemens Bros. & Co., Limited .. £731 10 0 
Elliott Bros. is = а А 

Kelvin & James White, Limited ae ae 
Everett, Edgcumbe & Co. [іш «ей (accepted) sh 5 
International Electric Company, Limited (offer incomplete) 138 7 
Gambrell Bros. (offer incomplete). ; 5 " s 86 1 


Royal Society.—Among the papers down for reading 
yesterday afternoon was one by Prof. E. Wilson on " The Distribu- 
tion of Magnetism as affected by Induced Currents in an Iron 
Cylinder when Rotated in a Magnetic Field." 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, January 31st.—At 9 o'clock. Royal Institution of Great 
Britain. Discourse by Prof. A. Crum Brown, F.R.S, 

“The Ions of Electrolysis.” 
At 8 o'clock.— Electro- Harmonic Society Smoking Concert. 
Saturday, February I1st.— At 2.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students' Section). Visit to the Willesden 
Station of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Company. 


Monday, February 3rd.—At 7.30 p.m. Society of Engineers. 
Meeting at the Royal United Service Institution, 
Whiteball. Inaugural address by Mr. Percy Griffith. 


Thursday, February 6th.—At 8.30 p.m. Röntgen Society. General 


meeting, at 20, Hanover Square. Paper by Mr. 
E. W. H. Shenton on “A System of Radiography.” 

At 6 p m.—Chemícal Society. Paper on “An Investiga- 
tion into the Composition of Brittle Platinum," by Mr. 
W. H. Hartley. 

Friday, February 7th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Junior Engineers. 
Meeting at the Westminster Palace Hotel. Paper on 
“The Electric Passenger Elevator," by Mr. William J. 
Cooper. 

Monday, February 10th.—Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Newcastle Section) Meeting. Paper on “ Electrical 
Legislation and Finance,” by Mr. H. W. Handcock. 

Tuesday, February 1lth.—At 9 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Glasgow Section). Meeting at the 
Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, 207, Bath 
Strect. 

At 7.30 p.m.—Institution of Electrical Engineers (Man- 
chester Section). Meeting at Owens College. Paper 
by Mr. С. E. Stromeyer on “ Steam Boilers.” 

Wednesday, February 12th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Birmingham Section) Meeting in the 
Physical Theatre of the University. 


NOTES. 


Errata.— In Mr. Mervyn O'Gorman's remarks on wire- 
less telegraphy on page 201, the following corrections should be 
made:—Line 3, for “by coherer relay," read “by a coherer;” 
line 8, for therefore,“ read “furthermore”; paragraph 3, line 1, 
read “ Various branches of electric science are so much interlocked.” 
In our leading article to-day, for Sir James, read Sir Joseph Dims- 
dale. 

Companies and Street Traffic.— At the London County 
Council meeting last weck, on the motion of Mr. Foster, seconded 
by Mr. 8. Sankey, the Council resolved to refer to the Highways 
Committee to consider and report as to the best means for the 
Council to procure such statutory powers as to secure that all persons 
or companies having Parliamentary powers to open the roads should 
be compelled to give adequate notice to the Ccuucil before exercising 
such powers, and that the Council should have the power to make 
euch regulations and have such supervision as would ensure the work 
being done expeditiously and with full regard to the public safety 
and business interests. 


Lectures.—Prof. W. Robinson recent iy delivered the first 
of a series of three popular lectures on Electric Light and Trac- 
tion " at the University College, Nottingham. 

At the Cleveland Institution of Engineers at Middlesbrough on 
21st inst., M. B. de Szyezkowski, of Paris, read a paper on “ Elec- 
trical Accumulators.“ 


Memorial to Principal Viriamu Jones.—The Times, 
on Saturday last, contained the following intere8ting paragraph:— 
“The determination of the fundamental unit of clectrical resist- 
ance by the late Principal Viriamu Jones ranks among the most 
important of such determinations, and justly acquired for him a 
foremost position among physicists. This determination was carried 
out by means of a modification of the Lorenz method, and a 
machine for the purpose, on which he spent £400, was erected by 
Principal Jones at the University College at Cardiff. He was, 
however, of opinion that improvement was possible, and accord- 
ingly the Drapers' Company, in 1898, in recognition of his signal 
services, both to science and education, voted to him the sum of 
£700 for the construction of more perfect apparatus. This appa- 
ratus he proposed ultimately to set up at the National Physical 
Laboratory, where preparation had been made to reccive it. His 
illness and death prevented the realisation of these hopes, but the 
Drapers' Company have, with great generosity, and with a view of 
showing tkeir appreciation of his merits, confirmed their vote, and 
announced their intention of putting the sum of £700 at the dis- 
posalof the Committee of the laboratory for the complete equip- 
ment of a Lorenz apparatus as a memorial to Principal Jones. The 
apparatus is to be erected under the supervision of Prof. Ayrton, 
F.R.S., and the director. This valuable gift has been accepted by 
the Committee of the laboratory. A tablet will be affixed to the 
apparatus stating that it was presented by the Drapers' Company in 
memory of Principal Viriamu Jones, and in recognition of his 
great scientific attainments,” 
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Architects and Commission on Electricity Contracts. 
—Mr. Justice Bucknill made an important statement at Lancaster 
Assizes on Monday affecting the question whether architects are 
entitled to charge commission upon the electrical portion of con- 
tracts, when the latter are under the supervision of an electrical 
engineer. The sum of about £500 had been spent by the defeadants, 
Messrs. John Scott and John Gardner, in equipping the Alhambra 
Music Hall, at Morecambe, with electrical plant, and in a claim for 
£379, balance of money owing as commission, the architect, Mr.' 
Herbert Howarth, of Morecambe, included the sum expended by 
the defendants on the electrical plant and wiring. The electrical 
engineer who had charge of the work, Mr. Bragger, gave evidence 
on behalf of the plaintiff, and stated that he found Mr. Howarth 
bad commission on the wiring, it being originally intended to take 
the electrical current from the town's supply. When defendants 
decided to put in their own plant, he consulted with Mr. Howarth, 
and got a plan of the cellar from him. The cellar was 
lowered to give room for the dynamos. In other places, 
unless specially mentioned in the contract, he had known archi- 
tecta receive commission on the electrical part of the contract. 
During the henring of the case his Lordehip said he should want & 
grat deal of evidence to satisfy him that when electrical machinery 
was put down under the supervision of an electrical engineer, the 
architect was entitled to charge commission on the engine and 
plant. His personal opinion was that with regard to the alteration 
of any part of the ground to prepare the engine beds, where there 
was potential danger to the foundations already put in, the 
architect would be entitled to charge commission to that extent, 
but not upon the capital put into machinery and electrical plant. 
His experience was tbat architects knew very little about electrical 
matters, and these were dealt with by expert engineers.— The case 
was adjourned to Manchester Assizcs. 


Mr. Wright's Paper on Demand Indicators.—In the 
article which appeared in our issue on January 10th, it is rather 
implicd that the Electrical Power Distribution Co. and the 
Brompton Co. have adopted the new tariff and are using demand 
indicators. This is not so, at any rate in the case of the 
Brompton Co. 


Electrical Volunteers,—On Saturday last another 
company, consisting of Lieutenant J. H. Stubbs and 51 non- 
commisioned officers, left for active service їп South Africa. The 
meu assembled at the Electrical headquarters, Regency Street, 
Westminster, and entrained at Waterloo for Southampton, where 
they embarked on board the Dunottar Castle. 


Appointments Vacant.—Shift engineer for the Sheffield 
Corporation tramways power station at £120; clerk for the Man- 
chester tramways traffic superintendent's office at £150. Temporary 
draugbtsman for Southend; shift engineer for Sheffield tramways 
at £120; various assistants are wanted by the County of Surrey 
E.P.D. Co., Limited ; a resident engineer at £150 for Oban; and a 
junior shift engineer for Swansea electricity works. 


"Personal.—The New York Llecirical World announces 
that Lord Kelvin is to visit the States once more early next April, 
doubtless accompanied by Lady Kelvin, and adis: “The great 
physicist is now well advanced in years, and we are heartily glad to 
learn that he is in such robust health as to be equal to a long ocean 
voyage. Electrical engineers will, of course, take proper steps to 
show him honour." 

We are pleased to learn that ex-Bailie Paton, convener of the 
Glasgow Corporation Tramways Committee, who has been seriously 
ill for some time, ia now out of danger. 

Mr. W. S. Brooks, B.Sc., of Barnsley, has been appointed lecturer 
and demonstrator in physics and electrical engineering to the 
Technical School, Norwich. 

Mr. E. Rotter, A. M. I. O. E., has resigned his appointment as 
general manager of the Portemouth Corporation tramways, resuming 
his former position as engineer, in order that he may engage in 
private practice. Mr. Rotter has been retained by the Provincial 
Tramways Company as consulting electrical engineer for the Ports- 
down and Horndean Light Railway, and will be appointed con- 
sulting engineer to the Portsmouth Corporation tramways on the 
completion of their conversion to electric traction. 


Fcrranti v. British Thomson-Houston Company.— 
Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady on Wednesday gave judgment in this 
action, which was one to restrain an alleged infringement of an 
electric patent. The term of the patent bad expired, and the 
question came to be one of damages caused by the alleged infringe- 
ment during the run of the patent. His Lordship found that the 
defendants had not infringed, and the action accordingly failed, 
with costs. 


Obituary.—The death occurred recently of Mr. Samuel 
Dixon, engineer, of Messrs. Kendall & Gent. Mr. Dixon was a. 
past-president respectively of the Manchester Section of the 
Engineering Employers’ Federation and of the Manchester Associa- 
tion of Engineers. Many engineering firms were represented at 
the funeral, which took place at Marple on 23rd inst. 


Electrical Machinery in Warships —The Times of 
21st inst. published the following interesting announcement from 
A Naval Co ndent” :—“ The Admiralty have quite recently 
decided —in connection with the care and maintenance of certain of 
the more important portions of the machinery supplied to British 
men-of-war—to make a change which may possibly have far-reach- 
ing results. The engineer officers of a ship have hitherto been 
required to undertake the charge of, and to be responsible for, the 


maintenance in a state of efficient working order of the following, 


"among other parts of the machinery:—All steam and hydraulic 


pumping and other engines for loading and working the guns, for 
supplying ammunition, and for turning turrets, barbette platforms, 
and other forms of gun mountings; all Whitehead aud other 
torpedoes, and submerged tubes and gear; and all electric light 
engines and dynamos. It has also been a special instruction to the 
captains of ships in regard to the torpedoes, that the dy namos 
and engines for driving them are in charge of the engineer officer, 
who is responsible for their mechanical and electrical efficiency.” 
The result of this arrangement, by which one man was responsible 
for the effective working of a machine and another for its efficient 
use, wa3 not always happy, апа somewnat conducive to friction. 
Moreover, it has had a distinct bearing on the burning question of 
the position of the engineer officers of the Navy, and bas been one 
of the principal arguments used in the rather heated discussion 
which has arisen out of that matter. By the new regulations all 
this is to be altered. The gunnery lieutenant is in futu:c to take 
charge of all the hydraulic machinery which is in any way connected 
with the gun mountings, while the torpedo lieutenant is to be 
responsible for the dynamos, motors, torpedoes, and all the fittings 
which have to do with torpedo armament. All these matters have 
thus heen removed from the care and control of the engineer 
officer, who will now be simply required to provide steam to work 
the dynamos and hydraulic engines That the Admiralty are 
quite alive to the importance of the step which thev have taken is 
shown by their call for reports on the subject of the provision of a 
staff for the assistance of the gunnery and torpedo lieutenants in 
carrying out work of this special nature. It is intended apparently 
that the new rating of electrician shall assist the torpedo lieutenant, 
and probibly some similar rating will be supplied to assist in look- 
ing after the hydrauliz machinery. Whether the change has been 
decided on upon good and substantial grounds, and whether it will 
make for increased efficiency, are questions which must be left for 
time and experience to demonstrate. It would seem, however, 
that there is a very general opinion among naval executive officers 
that the answer will be in the affirmative." 


Foreign Electric Plant.—It is satisfactory to find that 
the imports of foreign electrical goods and apparatus in this country 
are not on so large a scale as formerly. During December last such 
imports attained a value of £54,447 as compared with £52,961 in 
the previous month, and £147,205 in December, 1900. During the 
whole of the past vear the imports only amounted toavalue of 
£849,257 as against £1,265,946 in 1900. 


Grease Chariots,—On the Union Traction Company's 
system for Philadelphia all the curves on the line are greased at 
least once a duy. To send meu round on foot would render it a 
slow process. It is unpleasant to passengers for the grease men to 
go about on the cars, and each man is therefore provided witha 
small pony cart on two wheels sufficient to carry two pails of 
grease, sand, salt, a switch iron and a broom. Some curves are 
greased as often as four times daily. Tho cart is sufficient to carry 
everything а man will require in a day. We belicve that the 
greasing of curves is an undoubted economy, and one that might 
with advantage be adopted more than it has been. The practice of 
sending the men round in a small trap instead of letting them work 
their will on passengers is also a good one. On the steam railroads 
of this country it appeara to be the practice for the dirtiest men 
from the engine sheds to be sent home by the trains just when 
cleaner people are going home. Any consideration for passengers 
is of course out of the question. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Personal. —Mr. C. A. BLAscHECK, of Norwich, has been 
appointed electrical engineer to the Canterbury Town Council, in 
succession to Mr. Norman Staniland. 

Mr. H.-Howarp, of the Leicester electric lighting department, 
has been appointed chief assistant distributing engineer to Man- 
chester Corporation E.L. and Tramways Department. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES: 


Easton & Co., Limited (68,181).—Particulars of registered 
mortgages and charges:—Date of creation of mortgage or charge, May 17th, 
1901; amount secured, £150,000 first mortgage debenture stock; date of resolu- 
tion creating debenture stock, December 13th, 1900; property charged, all and 
singular the freehold and leasehold property of the company, and all letters 
and patent rights, and all the undertaking and business of the company, includ. 
ing unpaid capital; trustees, The London Trust Company, Limited, 37, Lombard 
Street, Е.С. 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


WHEN we dealt with the 1898 and 1899 


Bath accounts of the electricity undertaking of the 
Corporation Bath Corporation, the remark was made that 
Electricity they showed a considerable improvement. This 

Accounts. comment applies with even more force to the 


accounts we analyse below. The output is 
largely increased, the costs have been reduced, and the net loss 
(although still over £1,200) is only two-thirds of what it was in the 
previous year. 
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GsNEBAL STATEMENT. 


| 1899. 1900. Inc. 
Total capital expenditure £63,006 278,450 £15,444 
Number of units sold ... 388,208 606,876 218,668 
Maximum load in xx. 382 493 111 
No. of 30-watt lamps connected — 94,698 = 
Gross revenue £7,296 £11,768 #4467 
Gross expenditure... £5,123 £7,419 £2,296 
Gross profit s 22,173 £4,844 22,171 
Average price per unit sold 4:384. 4:810. — 02d. 


“The average price for energy has been practically maintained, 
nnd there is little change in the revenue statement. Pank interest 
accounts for tbe rise in the average from all scurces. The output 
was taken in large part by the public lamps, being distributed as 
follows :— 


Units Sold, publie Sold, private Number of 
renerated, lamps. consumers. publie lamps. 
1897 514,924 138,200 176,520 88 ares 
1898 537,052 169,385 187,315 7 ares and 21 incan- 
| descents of 16 cP. 
1599 569,986 179,201 208.947 88 ares and 13 incan- 
descents of 50 с.р. 
1900 858,103 253,762 253,114 155 lamps of COO watts. 


The maximum load during the year was 493 Kw., to meet which 
1,000 kw. of installed plant was available. The charges in force 
are, private lighting Bd. and power 3d. per unit; publicHlamps:cach 
£25 per annum. 

REVENUE STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 


Sale of energy. .. £6,996 433d. £10,908 4 31d. — 02d. 


Meter rents vs m 259 164. 375 15d. — 01d. 

Bale of material, k. 33 024. | 97 02d. 004. 

Sund i , &c., and Г : : 
R 8 — 428 17d. 417d. 


47,296 4:514. £11,763 4:658. + 14d. 


Gross revenue 


Mr. Metzger, who left Bath for Manchester a few months ago, 
must be congratulated upon the reduction during bis last year of 


office of the works costs by nearly d., and total eost by almost 4d. 
per anit, in face of an inerease in the coal item of nearly zd. 


| Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


1899. 190, 
Gross, Per unit. Groes. Per unit. Ine. 
Coal . £1,701 1°05d. £3,075 1:9?d,. + 17d. 
Oll, waste, water, and engine | 554 34d. 519 *904, — 14d. 


Salaries and wages incurred 


in generation and Jistribu- | 1,032 64d. 1,441 
tion, attending street lamps 


— ee 394 25d. 532 *914. — 04d. 
dynamos, &c 

Works costs .. £3,681 2:28d. £5,567 9*90d. — 08d. 

M rates und taxes — .. 131 084. 276 114. + 03d. 

yoria e E 1,084 ‘67d. 1,369 -*54d. — 19d. 
General рше 

one an . e D 

printing, 3 lag обата 2 208 13d. 203 0880. — 05d. 
Jj 

O iecomteallowed, ; 19 Old. 4 00d. — 014. 

Total coste .. £5,123 3'17d. £7,419 9*93d. — 24d. 

The financial position is greatly improved by the inerease in 


revenue. To obtain this, the expenditure was only augmented by 
half the extra receipts, and the £2,171 thus carried to net revenue 
account covered the additional financial calls, amounting to £1,605, 
and left £566 to dimiuish the previous loss of £1,805 to £1,239. In 
a year or two Bath ought to be able to pay its way. 


PROFIT STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Interest on loans 41,732 43, 178 
Sinking fund for repayments 2,246 2,403 
Net profit carried forward ge Vue d — 1, 805 — 1,239 
Gross profit. "" ws. #2178 £4,344 


CITY NOTES. 


Sussmann Electric Miners’ Lamp Company. 


THE report to be submitted at the mecting on the 11th prox. states 
that the accounts cover the period from the reconstruction in 
August, 1900, to December 31st last, and show that 20,677 shares 


were npplied for and allotted credited with 178. 6d. per share paid 
up, and that the cash actually received amounted to £2,584. Out 
of this sum £1,254 was of necessity paid away to salisfy the 
liabilities of the old company and tbe liquidation expenses. 
Daring the above-named period every effort has been made to 
effect sales of the lamps both by personal visits to collieries, inter- 
views with colliery owners, and by means of correspondence and 
circulars, but the directors regret to say with only very indifferent 
success. Several important collieries have had sample installa- 
tions of the lamps, and in each case with favourable resulte, but 
the owners do not seem disposed to lay aside the oil lamps in 
large quantities in favour of the Sussmann. In the present con- 
dition of the colliery world it seems a fixed resolve not to embark 
in the outlay of any additional capital. The directors, in common 
with all the shareholders, feel the keenest regret that an invention 
so eminently useful and practical as the Sussmann electric miners’ 
lamp has not been appreciated at its true worth by colliery owners, 
especially so as it has received the most complete approval wherever 
it has been used, and it has also been very favourably reported on 
by the leading miners’ experts of the day. The endless delays 
allecting negotiations for the sale of some of the foreien patents 
forbid tbc directors from holding out any hope of success on thia 
point. The only alternative to liquidation is for the shareholders 
to take up the whole of the unpaid cnpital of 9,323 sbares credited 
with 17s. 6d. paid, which would give the company a further 
working capital of £1,1€5. Alternately, under all the circum- 
stances, the directors have come to the conclusion that the share- 
holders should not b3 asked to embark any further capital in the 
business, but submit to them the desirability of a final liquidation 
of the company and the sale of all the patents for the best pries 
that can be obtained. 


Typewriting Telegraph Corporation. 


Tie adjourned meeting of this company was held on 23rd inst. at 
Winchester House, Sir James Fergusson, M P., presiding. Sir James 
explained that the poll taken on the proposed adoption of the 
committee’s report— which recommended that the board should be 
called on to resign—had resulted in favour of the committee by a 
large majority. The directors, being desirous of giving effect to 
the shareholders’ wishes as quickly аз possible, had conferred with 
the committee as to the best course to pursue. There were at 
present five directors, the magziinum number under the articles being 
seven, and it was, therefore, proposed that two members of the 
committee should be elected to seats on the board on this occasion. 
In order to make their resignation effective, the existing directors 
had to give a month's notice of their intention, and they would do 
thisnow. It would be possible in this way to carry on the business 
during the interval which must elapse before tne election of a 
new board. Mr. А. J. PARKER (chairman of the committee said, 
according to the Times report, that the arrangement referred to by 
chairman had the approval of his colleagues. He added that Mr. 
Wilfrid King, as the representative cf the Exchange Telegraph 
Company on the directorate, would retain bis sent. After a short 
discussion, Mr. Parker and Mr. G. H. Chantrey were elected 
directors, and the meeting was adjourned sine die, it being under- 
stood that the shareholders would be again called together when 
the constitution of the new board was completed. 


Prospectus. 


IN our Business pages to-day will be found the p 

of the "Trafford Power and Light Supply (1902), Limited, 
whose nominal capital is £150,000 in £1 crdinary shares, 
and £75,000 43 per cent. debenture stock. The present 
issue consists of 94,500 ordinary shares, and £50,000 of the 
debentures all at par. The objects of the company, which are 
already pretty familiar to readers of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW are 
stated in detail in the prospectus, so we need not refer to them at 
length here. We may refer readers to the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
for November 1st and 8th, 1901, in which an illustrated description of 
the works of the company appeared. If there is one district which 
has stood out as a very desirable situation for the establishment of 
new mauufactories during the past few years, it is that of Trafford 
Park, апа for these and other purposes, applications for electrical 
energy have already been received to the amount of 2,629 kw. It 
is considered that the present demand is sufficient to put the 
company on a substantial protit-earning basis, and of course many 
new works and factories are to be set up in the locality, which will 
doubtless draw upon the company’s commodities of Mond fuel gas, 
and electrical energy. The list closes on Thursdny, February 6th. 


Direct United States Cable Company. 


Sin JAMES PENDER presided (in the absence of Mr. E. M. Under- 
down) at the meeting of this company held on Tuesday at 
Winchester House. In moving the adoption of the report, of which 
we gave an abstract last week, he said that the revenue for the six 
months to December 31st, after deducting out-payments, amounted 
to £49,589, while the working and other expenses absorbed £21,558, 
leaving а balance of £25,031 as net profit, making with £3,532 
brought forward, a total of £31,563. The manner of its appro- 
pristion was stated in the report. ‘he revenue showed л reduction 
of £045, which must be considered satisfactory, having regard to 
the fact that an additional competing cable had only been working 
four months in 1900 as against the full half year in 1901. The pay- 
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ment for Sunday duty accounted for a small addition to the 
talaries account at stations, and the necessary renewal of testing 
apparatus at the Halifax station accounted for some additional 
outlay. £47 appeared for repairs of cables, but this was only for a 
charge in respect of the renewal of a street cable running from the 
cable hut to the station in the city of Halifax. They had bud no 
se& cable repairs in the half-year; the main and shore sections 
worked, and were continuing to work, very satisfactorily. Since 
the practical renewal and relaying of some miles on the Irish side 
last year, the duplex working had been most satisfactorily curried 
on. The reserve fund had been increased by £17,020, bringing it 
up to £448,000. The investments had been increased by £18,133, 
bringing the total up to £438,768 at cost price—-the present 
market value is more than £10,000 in excess of cost. The cable 
was as good as new, and their relations with the associate companies 
continued good, and when they were doing very fair business, he 
did not think there was—with one exception—much to be said. 
The exception was in reference to a great deal that they bad heard 
and read about in reference to the Marconi system of wireless 
telegraphy. The general consensus of expcrt opinion аз 
far as he could hear, was against the Marconi system having 
any effect {commercially as against short or long-distance 
cables, He had made many inquiries, and found experts all of one 
opinion. Years ago Lord Kelvin said he had very grave doubts 
that it would ever come out as a commercial success. No 
altempt had been made to bring it out on a working basis. 
Although messages had been sent, they had been from an 
experimental, rather than from a financial, point of view, and 
he thought that, until Mr. Marconi could show something which 
worked out successfully, and incline people to put their money 
into his venture, they, as shareholders, need not be very much 
afraid. Experiments, as they knew, had been made on ship during 
the tour of the Prince of Wales, and on many occasions they had 
been very disappointing. At other times they had been fairly 
successful, and wireless telegraphy was being employed to some 
extent in some of the Channel and Atlantic steamers, but that did 
not appeal to them very much as shareholders in cable companies. 
Even if worked successfully, the amount of traffic which could be 
carried would be so small as not to affect appreciably the reccipts of 
the cable companies. It was only possible to arrange a certain 
number of tones, and it would be difficult to work enough stations at 
the same time and carry on an amount of traffic that would in any 
way interfere with them. Wireless telegraphy was finite, they 
could work it up to a certain extent, if proved a success, but there 
was a limit; but there was no limit to the amount of cable they 
might put down in the deep sea. In any casc, they were more 
infinite than Mr. Marconi. As to the elements, there had been a 
proposal made that the Government should have a submarine cable 
for long distances to assist, and perhaps, at certain times, supplant, 
the overhead wires. That was, to a certain extent, in the company's 
favour. Whatcver ihe landlines suffered from the elements, Mr. 
Marconi’s system would be suffering суеп more than this 
company did with their landlines The height of the 
poles, and the elements themselves, would probably create great 
disturbances. He commended to their notice an amusing article on 
the Marconi system in Punch, also two articles in the ELECTRICAL 
REviE w, aud one in the Electrician. All of these would give great 
comfort to those of their shareholders, who felt at all doubtful at the 
present moment. In reference to the great fall in their shares and 
cable shares generally, he might remind them that in 1890 gas shares 
fellto an enormous extent, because electric lighting was practically 
become a fact in thiscountry. Now the annual incrense only in the 
receipta from gas was more than the total receipts from electric 
lighting. He was only taking that as rather à propos to soothe their 
shareholders, so that they might not be anxious to throw away a 
good investment. Regarding themselves, ne might mention that 
their reserve fund was worth £7 10s. per share, apart from any 
goodwill or anything else that they had got; hc only wished to 
point out that they had intrinsic value for their moncy. The 
chairman added that they did not notice any fall in the electric 
tram or omnibus shares in Paris on account of M. Santos-Dumont's 
tour round tbe Eiffel Tower. 

Mr. VABLEY seconded the adoption of the report, and this was 
unanimously carried. 


Great Northern and City Railway Company. 


Tue report for the half-year ended 31st ult., to be submitted at 
the meeting to be held on the 4th prox., states that, with the 
exception of part of the station tunnels and one or two short lengths, 
the tunnels between Drayton Park and Finsbury Pavement are 
driven to their full extent. At Drayton Park the up and down line 
tannels have been driven northwards 54 and 139 lineal yards 
respectively. At Essex Road station the connecting passages from 
the shafts are nearly completed, and about 800 yards of tiling have 
been done. At Old Street the up line station tunnel has been 
driven to its full extent, and the down line station tunnel a distance 
of 123 lineal yards. Atthe Finsbury Pavemert terminus the up 
line station tunnel has been driven to its full extent, and the down 
line station tunnel for a distance of 135 lineal yards. A contract 
for the electrical plant and equipment has been entered into with 
the British Thonison-Houston Company, Limited, and the gene- 
rating station is in course of construction on land abutting on thc 
Regent's Canal. Generally, the progress made during the sia 
months is satisfactory. The Bill which the company is introducing 
iuto Parliament to extend the time for complction of the line, for 
further capital powers and for the extension of the line to Loth- 
bury, will beexplained at the special meeting to be held after the 
general meeting. 


45°50 per cent. 


Central London Railway Company. 


THE report for the half-year ended December 31st, 1901, to be sub- 
mitted to the meeting to be held on 5th prox., states that the 
amount expended on capital account during the half-year has been 
£146,721. The receipts from all sources on revenue account have 
amounted to £168,359, and the working expenses to £90,544 (being 
53°78 per cent. of the receipts), leaving a balance of £77,814. The 
number of passengers carried since the opening of the railway is аз 
follows:—Five months ending December 31st, 1900, 14,916,922; 
half-year ended June 30th, 1901, 20,385,739; апа half-year ended 
315 ult., 20,802,650—a total of 56,105,311. The traffic continues to 
progress steadily and satisfactorily. During the last half-year the 
average number carried per month was 3,467,108, as compared with 
2,983,384 per month for the five months ended December, 1900. 
After providing for interest on debenture stock, the net revenuc 
account shows a balance of £82,774, including £18,432 brought 
forward (49,900 of which was a reserve for dividend on the deferred 
ordinary stock, which is payable yearly). The directors propose а 
dividend on the undivided ordinary stock at the rate of 4 per cent. 
pcr annum for the halftyeur; a dividend on the preferred ordinary 
stock at the rate of 4 per cent. ; а dividend onthe deferred ordinary 
stock at the rate of 4 per cent. for the whole year; to transfer 
£10,000 to a reserve fund, leaving £5,874 to be carried forward. 
The No. 2 Bill, promoted in last session of Parliament, providing 
for the acquisition of land to enable the company to con- 
struct additional lifts at Shepherd’s Bush Station, aud to 
authorise the raising of £150,000 share capital with £50,000 
borrowing powers, received the Royal assent on August 
oth last. The proprietors will be asked at a special mecting, 
to be held at the conclusion of the ordinary meeting, to pas: а reso- 
lution authorising the directors to create and issue the share capital 
and to exercise the borrowing powers authorised by that Act. The 
Bill No. 1, providing for the construction of loop lines at Shepherd's 
Bush and at the City, by way of Liverpool Strect, was suspended in 
common with other electric railway Bills. After careful сопвійсга- 
tion of the whole position, the directors have decided to abandon 
the suspended Bill, and to promote in lieu thereof a Bill to construct 
& new line from Hammersmith to the City. The line as submitted 
to Parliament will be a continuation of the prescnt Central опок 
Railway, with which it will be connected at its eastern eud by a 
curve serving Liverpool Street and at the western end by a curve 
from Hammersmith to Shepherd’s Bush. This proposal is in 
harmony with the views expressed on the subject by the Joint Com- 
mittee on London Underground Hailways in their recent report. 
The convenience which such a railway will afford to the enormous 
traffic passing along the busy and important thoroughfares of Fleet 
Street, the Strand, Piccadilly, &c., will be very great, and a 
remunerative return for the outlay will, no doubt, be secured. As 
the whole line will be worked as a circle, delays attending shunting 
operations at the termini, as at present, will be avoided. ‘I'he pro- 
vision of а more rapid service, together with a larger number of 
trains, will become practicable, thus giving ample accommodation 
for the growing traffic along thc route above indicated, and attording 
much nceded relief in the crowded streete. This Bill will bc sub- 
mitted to the proprictors at the Wharncliffe meeting, to be held 
after the ordinary mceting. 


Waterloo and City Railway Company. 


Tur report of the directors for the half-year ended December 31st 
last, to be submitted to the meeting оп the 6th prox., states that the 
capital account shows a total outlay of £599,201 on December 31st 
last. The gross receipts of the line, less Government duty, amounted 
to £16,678, and the working expenses to £7,589, being at the rate of 
The balance is sufficient, after providing for interest 
on the deLenture stock, to pay a dividend at the rate of J per cent. 
per annum on the ordinary stock. The number of passengers 
carried during the past six months, exclusive of season ticket 
holders, was 2,190,532, showing an increase of 152,132 over the 
number carried in the corresponding period of 1900. "The season 


ticket holders on December 31st,last numbered 1,030, as against 883 


at the end of December, 1900. Several underground railway 
schemes, some of which may affect this railway, will be considered 
by Parliament in thc present year, and these will be carcfully 
watched in the interests of the company. 


Eastern Telegraph Company. 


Тне report of the directors for the half-year ended September 30th 
last, presented to thc meeting on Wednesday, 29th inst., states that 
the revenue for the period amounted to £603,640, from which are 
deducted £142,638 tur the ordinary expenses and £49,314 fur expui- 
diture relating to repairs and renewals of cables, &., during the 
half-year. After providing £6,647 for depreciation of spare cable, 
£263 due to sundry differences in exchange, and +£10,087 for 
income-tax, there remains a balance of 4394, 698, to which is added 
£3,226 brought trom the preceding half-year, making a total avail- 
able balance of £397,924. From this balance there has been paid 
interest on mortgage debenture stock, £29,605; dividends on 
preference stock, £33,736; and two interim dividends of 1} per 
ceut. each on the ordinary stock, £100,000. After carrying £10,000 
to the reserve fund for maintenance of ships and £200,000 to thc 
general reserve fund there remains a balance of £24,533, which is 
carried forward. The revenue includes £23,026 dividends for the 
half-year upon the company's investments in other telegraph com- 
panies. The cables laid by the Eastern Extension, Australasia and 
China Telegraph Company beween Mauritius and West Australia 
vid Rodrigues and Cocos, were opened for traffic on November 1st 
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last, when large reductions were made in the tariffs between Great 
Britain and East Africa and Mauritius and also between South and 
East Africa and Mauritius and Australasia. On the 1st iust. the 
tariffs from Great Britian and Europe to South and East Africa, 
Mauritius and the contracting States of Australia „nd vice versd 
were reduced from 3s. 6d. to 3s. per word under the agreements for 
“Standard Revenue,” entered into with the Governments of Great 
Britain, Cape Colony, Natal, South and West Australia, New South 
Wales and Tasmania. It is expected thát the cable between Perth 
and Adelaide will be completed and open for traffic by the end of 
February next. This section completes the new cable route between 
Great Britain and Australasia vid South Africa. 


The fifty-ninth half-yearly ordinary general meeting of the abovc 
company was held on Wednesday at Winchester House, under the 
chairmanship of Sir John Wolfe-Barry, K.C.B. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said the 
gross revenue for the half-year was £604,000, as against £642,000 in 
the corresponding period, but they must remember that they wcre 
comparing that half-year with the period when they had the largest 
record revenue of the company since its formation. : The large 
receipts in 1900 were due to the war in South-Africa and the 
military operations in China, but they were now looking forward to 
the termination of hostilities in South Africa and a great revival in 
trade, of which they already saw some aigns, as there had beena 
considerable amount of traffic between this country and Johannes- 
burg. They were also looking forward to & reduction of the rates 
with India. The company had for a long time expressed their 
willingness to co-operate with those who, to some extent, held the 
key of the position, and it was only quite lately they had seen day- 
light; they had every expectation of the rate being lowered, and 
they hoped before long the rate would be lowered between Europe 
and India to 2s. 6d. a word. In consequence of the direct cable 
communication between South Africa and Australia they had made 
some reduction in the rates fo Mauritius and in the local traffic. 
They looked to get an increase ia the traffic, and had, at any rate, 
been highly congratulated by those who represented the colonies. 
The working expenses for the half-year were £142,000 as against 
£131,000 in 1900, but a great deal of the increase was automatic. 
They could not continue to extend thcir business without further 
expense, and the salaries and wages of the staff rose as усатз went 
on. Some of the increase was due to the maintenance 
of the instruments, and improvements were constantly being 
madc, and whenever they were satisfied that an improve- 
ment was made they adopted it. There was ап increase 
of £4,000 in repairs and renewals of cables, but that again 
was accounted for by the increase in the cable mileage. The whole 
result of the half-year might be summarised as follows:—After 
charging all expen:es, providing for iuterest on prefereuce and 
debenture stocks, and paying the usual interim dividends at the rate 
of 5 per cent. per annum, they were able to place £200,000 to the 
general reserve, and carry forward £24,000. While that was not 
quite so good as in 1900, he had no doubt they would consider it 
satisfactory. In the corresponding period of last year they carried 
£250,000 to reserve, but the contribution they made that day was 
by no means an unsubstantial one. In view of their great under- 
takings, however, he did not think it was too much, and he believed 
the shareholders would feel with him that the fundamental back- 
bone of the company was the strong financial position, as evidenced 
by their reserves. During the last 23 years they had considered it 
advisable for the company to lay upwards of 10,000 knots of cable, 
incurring a liability of about £2,000,000. In view of the additional 
number of words to be dealt with by the growth of the business and 
the automatic reduction in tariffs, which were stipulated in the 
agrecments with the Home and Colonial Governments, it was advis- 
able to increase their carrying capacity. That had been done so far 
without any material addition to capital, aud these things not only 
strengthened them in earning power, but rendered an additional 
sccurity to their whole undertaking. He did not know of any 
commercial company in the world which seemed so sound as the 
Eastern Telegraph Company. Having dealt with the affairs of the 
company, the chairman proceeded to touch on the subject of wireless 
telegraphy. Hesaid:— 

“ You may not improbably look for some words from me on wire- 
less telegraphy. It isnot so much whether wireless telegraphy has 
suddenly enlarged its horizon from a distance of 150 or 200 miles 
under favourable conditions to a distance of 1,850 nautical miles, 
but whether, granted that it has done so, we, whose money is 
invested in cable companies, have any reason to fear for our invest- 
ments. We have told you on former occasions that we did not fear 
any competition by wireless telegraphy, but, on the other hand, 
thought that it might be, in special places, an adjunct or handmaid 
to submarine cables. I will say at once that in these respects we 
see no reason to alter our opinions. The essential condition of an 
efficient telegraphic system are speed of transmission, avoidance of 
error, secrecy and trustworthiness under all circumstances of 
climate, locality, and natural electrical conditions. With regard to 
speed, wireless telegraphy, even for most moderate distances, is 
hopelessly behind the speed of cables. With regard to accuracy of 
transmission, the cable system must certainly hold the field. Even 
with very skilful operators the wireless system is liable to electric 
disturbances from which the cable system is almost entirely free. The 
postulate of secrecy we are able to ensure by submarine cables, but 
the case is very different with wireless telegraphy. Even if 
the tuning could be carried out, there appears to be nothing to pre- 
vent anyone desirous of so doing from tuning another receiver by a 
system of trial and error until he could intercept the message. The 
board have never felt any fear of the competition of wireless tele- 
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graphy with our cable systems, and have merely looked upon it as а 
useful system for such matters as signalling between ships or for 
employment in a position where, for other reasons, a cable cannot 
be satisfactorily used. As a matter of fact, we bave in our eye at 
this moment a station of our own where we are making inquiries 
with a view of thoroughly studying the possibility and economy of 
erecting a wircless telegraphic adjunct of our system for about 100 
miles. At the present time I am unable to say whether we shall 
adopt it or not, but we are investigating the pros and cons, because 
in this particular situation there are disadvantages in the use of a 
cable. But asthe main question affects a very large capital, and it 
might be thought that our judgment and that of our bighly skilled 
staff may be warped and prejudiced by our position, the directors 
thought that the stockholders would like to know what were the 
opinions of those outside our companies who were best qualified to 
give opinions on a subject which has been in a special way their 
own. The gentlemen whom we selected for advice are Prof. Oliver 
Lodge and Sir William Preece, both of whom are known to the 
world at large, and particularly to the world of science, as having 
been engaged in the development of wireless telegraphy for very 
many years. Prof. Oliver Lodge holds the American patent, only 
granted by that nation after exhaustive inquiry, for the system 
to the first and true inventor—and he is interested, with Dr. 
Muirhead, in its commercial development. Sir William Preece, 
who succeeded in bridging the Solent by ite means in 1882, was 
the first to use wireless tclegrapby for ordinary messages in 1892. 
Both gentlemen have furnished us with independent and carefully- 
written reports dealing with the whole subject in answer to ovr 
questions. They completely bear out the conclusions to which we 
had arrived. They point out that wireless telegraphy, as now 
understood, labours under inherent and inseparable disadvantages 
compared with cable transmission, which must, whatever improve- 
ments may be made in years to come, prevent it from being any- 
tbing more than an inferior mode of transmission, even over com- 
paratively short distances. These inherent disadvantages are slow- 
ness, confusion of message, want of secrecy, liability to interruption. 
After fully discussing future possible improvements, Dr. Oliver 
Lodge sums up the situation as follows:—''The chief conclusions to 
which I have arrived are the following: If the question means, Is 
there any yet known form of apparatus, or any already invented 
appliance, which would interfere with the pre-eminence of sub- 
marine cables if put into use, I should say certainly not. To the 
best of my belief submarine cables will for a long time be pre- 
eminent for the purpose of long-distance telegraphy. It is manifest 
that wireless or open methods cannot compete in point of secrecy 
and certainty with closed or cable methods, and could only compete 
with them in point of speed and accuracy by aid of great improve- 
ments avd new inventions involving little less than discoveries.’ 
In a similar way, Sir William Preece points out the slowness of the 
method, and states that, after allowing for staff service words and 
corrections of signals, he doubts the possibility of sending more than 
two or three paying words per minute across the Atlantic, even ifthe 
system could be made to work, of which at present no evidence has 
been produced. He also points out the extreme difficulty of any system 
of tuning between the transmitting and receiving instruments, so as 
to avoid, at any rate, some portion of the risk of the messages being 
tapped. He informs us that even for moderate distances, where 
wireless messages pass from ship to ship, the whole system has been 
liable to complete disturbances by atmospheric or natural electrical 
causes, во that the system is occasionally practically unworkable for 
considerable periods. After indicating the very serious defects 
under which wireless telegraphy labours, he summarises the present 
position as follows:—' All these causes of disturbance, which may 
or may not be remedial in the future, are at present existent and 
fatal to the establishment of a practical and reliable ætheric system 
of commercial telegraphy. I am, therefore, very clearly of opinion 


* that submarine cable enterprise has nothing to fear, in a commercial 


sense, from the competition of ætheric telegrapby.’ Undoubtedly 
there bas been a kind of modified scare among some nervous stock- 
holders, but, as a matter of fact, this feeling has beeu greatly cir- 
cumscribed, and the number of transfers which have passed through 
the office indicate that very few have been affected by the fear of 
wireless telegraphy. I am happy, also, to see that the recent prices 
in the money market of our shares indicate that any alarm, such as 
it was, is passing away. Noone, of course, would be so rash as to 
put any limits to the possibilities of science, and, least of all, should 
I like to do so. On the other hand, in these matters we must con- 
sider, not the possibilities, but the probabilities of the case. In the 
case of wireless telegraphy, we, have a system which has funda- 
mental and, to my mind, irremediable disadvantages. In regard to 
telegraphy by submarine cables,we have a thoroughly efficient system, 
which fulfils all that is required from it." 
The report was adopted. 


Horsfall Destructor Company. 


Тнв report of the directors for the year ended October 31st last, 
submitted at the meeting held yesterday, states that & small 
profit has been realised on the year’s trading. The directors trust 
that the company has now passed through the difficulties experienced 
at its commencement by the enormous advances in materials referred 
to in their last report. The gross profit forthe year under review is 
greater than for the previous two years, while the general expenses 
are very much less. The present year has commenced with a good 
amount of orders in hand, and the demand for their furnaces is 
steadily increasing. In conclusion, the directors are pleased to 
state that the reputation of the Horsfall furnaces has steadily gained 
ground, not only in this country, but throughout Europe. 
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City and South London Railway Company. 


Mr. C. G. Marr presided at the meeting of this company held at 
the offices on Tuesday, and in proceeding to move the adoption of 
the report, he referred at some length to the general question of 
accidents on underground electric railways. Не called attention 
to the fact that again this half-year they had carried a large number 
of pissengers in perfect safety. . They were aware that some alarm 
about such lines was created by an unfortunate fire or occurrence at 
the terminal station of the Liverpool Overhead Railway. It raised 
questions in the newspapers and elsewhere as to the safetv of the 
London underground electric railways. If they considered the past 
experience of this railway, they would see how utterly unfounded 
were any ideas of there being any practical danger connected with 
the working of their line. They had been open for between 11 and 
12 years, and had carried very nearly 100 millions of passengers, 
and had not seriously injured any of them. The number of actual 
separate trains run during that time considerably exceeded 14 
millions. All those trains ran with perfect safety, and he thought 
that there was no other railway which could show such immunity 
from accident or injury to its passengers. In the case of Liver- 
poo], tha mode of working the trains was diffcrent, the motora 
being placed underneath the train, part at one end and part at the 
other, both under the control of an engine driver, who was situated 
only at the front of the train, so that he knew nothing of what was 
going on at the rear. This was the primary cause of the Liverpool 
accident, the engine driver not knowing that he was creating, and 
continuing to create, by his own action a fire at the rear. On the 
City and South London Railway the motors were placed on a 
separate isolated iron-framed engine, not on the carriages, and they 
were both absolutely under the control of the driver, and whatever 
went wrong he knew what it was, and could act at once. Short 
circuits they could not avoid, but this only caused a stoppage of 
the current for the moment, and the delay of the train; апу small 
burning of insulation could be put out in a moment. They had 
recently the very worst occurrence they could possibly have on their 
locomotives. It was a short circuit of a peculiar character, which 
became too large before he knew it for the driver to extinguish it 
at once, and it burnt out the interior of the engine. There wasa 
delay of a little over an hour, but по one was burnt, under the most 
adverse circumstances that could possibly have occurred. It 
showed the safety of the system. They were perfectly 
satistied tbat there was no risk to passengers, but they 
had thought, in view of the public alarm, that it was best 
to make security doubly sure, and they were putting on a 
number of additional appliances, which would, in the first place, 
reduce the time of any stoppage which might occur, and also make 
it absolutely certain that no damage could possibly occur. ‘They 
were putting on each of the locomotives a special extincteur, with 
which the driver could put oat any fire at once. They were 
patting up wires, by which the engine driver, wherever he might 
be stopped, could communicate instantly with the 
They were putting extra water mains on the stations on the 
old line—they had them on the new—with very powerful hose 
attached, so that in any case of fire on the train or station, they 
would be prepared to deal with it ina most effective manner. They 
also proposed to light the whole of the tunnels by electricity. At 
present, when a short circuit occurred, it sometimes happencd that the 
whole of the lights in the trains went out. The auxiliary oil lights 
only gave a comparatively small light in emergencies, and in all 
these cases the electric light would now be immediately turned on, 
and the whole tunnel illuminated. They also had a perfect wood 
path from end to end, along which passengers could walk. Turning 
now to the accounts, the chairman said that the reccipts amounted 


to £62,601, against £46,740 in the previous corresponding half-year, . 


increase £15,861. Of this increase £15,020 was due to passengers. 
The expenses were £29,257, as against £26,280; increase, £2,077. 
The net increase was £12,828. Of this £5,768 was available for 
dividend, which allowed for 2} per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
stock for the half-year, against 1] per cent. for the corresponding 
half in the previous year, and the balance carried was increased 
by £200. The train miles run during the half-year were 495,106, 
against 383,670, increase 111,436; that was due partly to more 
trains being run, but chiefly to the opening of the Islington exten- 
sion. The number of trains run was 97,445, against 80,437, increase 
17,000. The working expenses were reduced to the most satis- 
factory figure of 46°74 per cent.; that showed what he had 
always contended for, that as the traffic increased, the value and 
advantages of working by electricity were clearly shown. Out of 
that percentage about 8 per cent. was due to the working of the 
lifte, which reduced the actual working expenses of the railway 
to something like 38 or 39 per cent. The last half-year he reported 
the reduction of the expenses to 52°36, and they thought they bad 
got down to а very satisfactory figure then, but the opening of 
the Islington line, and the general growth of the traffic, 
was clearly shown in the decrease of the percentage of workiug 
expenses, and he had very little doubt that they would still further 
redace the figure as the line grew. The receipts per train run had 
risen from 11s. 6 88d. to 12s. 3d. The receipts per train mile were 
as nearly as possible the same as in the corresponding period ; they 
had run a very large amount of additional train mileage, and had 
been able to do that without diminisbing the receipts per train 
mile, that was to say, that the number of passengers had 
increased sufficiently to cover all the train mileage and the 1acrease 
in it. The expenses per train mile in the corresponding period last 
year were 1s. 4'44d., and this half year they were 1s. 2 28d., a most 
satisfactory figure. The locomotive charges (electric power) in the 


last half year were 5 50d. per train mile, and they were now reduced - 


io 4:584. The general traflic expenses had been. reduced, from 
772d. to 6294. All those percentages were undoubtedly very 


stations. 


satisfactory features in the whole thing. The increase in passengers 
carried was shown in the report which appeared in the ELECTRICAL 
Review last week. That increase was partly due to the Islington 
extension, but prior to the opening of that section, the traffic was 
steadily growing and showed a considerable increase. Since that 
opening the increase had been greatly accelerated, and was going 
on in a very satisfactory way. He hoped that when they met again 
he would have some still more satisfactory dividends than hitherto 
to refer to. The arrangements made between this company and thc 
City & Brixton Railway were among the other matters touched upon 
by the chairman. This company found that the trains coming in 
from Clapham, now frequently arrived at London Bridge so full up 
that it was difficult for passengers coming from the Brighton Rail- 
way to get seats in the trains. This was hardly keeping faith with 
the Brighton Railway, and they must do something to enable them 
to deal with the traffic which had increased, as the result of the 
opening of the London Bridge subway ; they must provide some 
meaus for bringing those passengers into the city. They had to do 
it now by kceping back passengers from Clapham and the stations 
between, and so leaving room in the trains. They had, therefore, 
arranged with the City & Brixton Railway to make only a short 
portion of the line down to Lambeth, the City & South London 
disused line from London Bridge to the Monument being used 
at this end. The simple arrangement with the Brixton Company 
was that thcy should raise the moncy tocarry the line on as far as 
Lambeth, their line thus being about twice as long as the disused 
tunnel, the Brixton Company also making a new station at London 
Bridge for this company, whose property it would be. They would 
put the disused tunnel into good order, and give this company 
sufficient money to provide fer the new engines and the power that 
might be required for working the line. The Brixton Company 
would have a first charge over the gross earnings of the line of 
£10,500 a year (3 per cent. on the estimated expenditure), and 
following upon that the next charge upon the gross receipts would 
be this company’s working expenses, £10,500, that charge being a 
cumulative one. It was believed that the traffic would be far 
larger than would be sufficient to pay both of those amounts. Then 
the arrangement of division was that the C. & S.L. should receive three- 
fourths over and above those two amounts, and that the Brixton 
Company should receive one-fourth. There would be no guarantce 
or charge upon the C. & S.L. at all, and it would have nothing what- 
ever to d» with guarantecing auything upon its capital. All that 
they ran the risk of was, that if the traffic proved very small, they 
might have to wait a little while before getting their full working 
expenses. They would thus get what they wanted without any 
practical charge upon the company. The improvement of the new 
rolling stock, the unlikelihood of the St. Mary Woolnoth arbitration 
coming to an end ina hurry, and the Islington and Euston Bill, 
which was to be constructed by a separate company but worked by 
this company, were matters briefly touched upon. 

The adoption of the report was seconded by Mr. GRENFELL, and 
after a number of questions had been asked by shareholders, 
and answered in his usual very lucid and satisfactory way by the 
chairman, the resolution was unanimously passed. 

The dividend resolutions were carried, as were also resolutions 
re-electing a director and auditor. 

A special meeting was then held, at which it was resolved that 
the existing issue of ordinary shares be converted into consolidated 
ordinary stock. 

At a subsequent Wharneliffe meeting the agreement with the 
City and Brixton Railway Company was explained and approved. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Company.—The directors 
have resolved, after placing the віт of £12,000 to the credit of the 
renewal fund for the half-year, to recommend to the proprietors at 
the next ordinary general meeting of the company to be held on 
February 7th next, the declaration of the following dividends :— 

1. A balance dividend of 16s. per cent. upon the ordinary oonsolidated stock 
for the year ending December 31st, 1901. 

2. A balance dividend of £1 10s. per cent. upon the preferred stock for the 
year ending December 31st, 1901. 

З. A first and final dividend of 2s. per cent. upon the deferred stock for the 
wear ending December 31st, 1901, all payable on February 8th next, less income- 
tax, to the stockholders registered on the booksof the company on January 10th, 

This leaves a balance of about £1,265 to be carried forward to 
the neat account. ‘The above ‘dividends, together with those 
already paid, will amount to £3 15. per cent. on the ordinary con- 
solidated stock, £6 per cent. on the preferred stock, and 28. per 
cent. on the deferred stock for the year 1901. 


Stock Exchange Notices,—The committee have been 
asked to allow the following to be quoted in the Official List :— 

National Telephone Company—Further issue of £100,000 4 per 
cent. debenture stock (redeemable). 

The committee has appointed a special settling duy as under: — 
Wednesday, February 5th.—Perth Electric Tramways, Ltd. (W. A.). 
—£150,000 5 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock; and has 
ordered same to be quoted in the Official List. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Company. — The 
accounts of this company for the past balf-year show au available 
balance of £12,192, and the directors have resolved, after setting 
aside £3,000 to meet contingencies in connection with the accident 
at Dingle Station, to 1ecommend payment of a dividend at the 
rate of 5 percent. per annum on the preference shares, and 1 per 
cent. per annum ou the ordinary shares. Balance curried forward, 
4,692. 
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Newcastle Electric Supply Company.—Dr. Merz 
presided over an extraordinary general meeting of shareholders at 
Newcastle on 23rd inst., to sanction the promotion of a Bill in 
Parliament to secure further powers for the construction of works 
and the supply of electrical energy and other purposes. Dr. Spence 
Watson, the legal adviser, having explained the matter, the resolu- 
tion was carried. 


Company Notice.—It is announced that unless cause is 
shown to the cantrary the name of the United Kingdom Electric 
Telegraph Company is to be struck off the register within three 
months. 


British Electric Traction Company.— The directors 
have decided to pay the dividend on +£1,0C0,000 6 per cent. 
cumulative preference shares for the half-year to 15th prox. 


Waterloo and City Railway Company.—The directors 
recommend a dividend on the o stock at the rate of 3 per 
cent. per annum for the half-year ended December 31st. 


Westminster Electric Supply Corporation.— The 
directors recommend a dividend for the half-year ended December 
31st at the rate of 11 per cent. per annum, less tax. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn CES Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending Jau 
24th ee? 11; poses эче ТА pen last year, £534; increase, £77. Total 
to date, od last year, £1,905 ; 
Miles of of 1 open, 104. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tram ways. The rece M for the week ending 
7 25th were 2161; oorresponding week last year, £141 decrease, 
otal receipts to date, £585; corresponding period last year, £582; 

increase, £53. 


Bristol Tramways and AIMO Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
January 24th were £8,960; corresponding period last year £3,854; in 
crease, £106. 

Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Jan. 26(h were 
£6,615; oorrespondi week last year, £5,961; increase, £654. Total 
receipts to date, £26,195; corresponding period last year, £23,46 ; increase 
£2,720. Miles open, 6. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week c ending January 17th :— 


increase £281. 


Comparison | 
|в with corres- Aggregate 
Amount ponding week ol CC 
Company. 2 last year. | Weeks. Amount. Ino. or Dee. 
& | & £ £ 

Devonport .. - 899 — — 2 998 — — 
Dudley —Stourbridge 599 111 — P 1,482 277 — 
Gateshead 587 | — | — | HMM. 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 800 148 — 2 866 122 — 
Hartlepool 167 — 4, 2 420 22 — 
Kidderminster 91 13 | — of 217 | 22 — 
Merthyr в | — | — | 2 422 En | = 
Oldham Ashton 47 · — 9 ' 2 1,094 — 78 

le .. Š 119 — — 9 — | — 
Potteries . 1,849 57 | — | д 8,176 — 1 
Southport  .. 118 19 — 290 £8 | — 
South Staffordshire 689 87 — 2 1,6€8 96 — 
Swansea ae 875 17 — | 949 608 | — 
Taunton Sa 47 — = | 2: 198 — — 
Tynemouth . 170 — — 2 464 25: a 
Wolverhampton Dist. | | 128 | 86 | — | 2 | 240 | 189 — 

* Partly horse 1 Partly steam. 
The aggregate reccipts to date are for 17 days this year, as against 18 days 
last year. 


as and South London pclae е ia for the week ending 

Jan. 26th were £2,009; co g week year, £1,975; increase, 

£984. Total receipts to date (4 N £12,056 ; conresponding period last 
year, £8,048; increase, £4,008. Miles open, е; last year, 43, 


Dover Corporation Tramways. —The receipts for the week ending January 
25th Чч: £170 13s. 1d. ; орап week 7 year, £160 198. 64d.; in- 
crease, 7. 400k ts. 1034 to date, £648 15s. 1d.; oorrespon period 
last year, £685 4s. 1 6d. increase. £13 10s. 244. "Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5, 100; 1901, 4,978. Number of cars, 1902, 19; 1901, 11. 7 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week on 400 January 
24th were as follows:—D. T, бо, £3,842 19s. 8d.; D.8.D. Co 1 Os. 8d. ; 
total, £4,041 Os. 4d. ; correspondi ng week last 'ear—D. U. T. £8,202 
Вв. 1d.; D. 5 D. Co., 2654 4s. id.; totals £8,856 12s. 54. ; increase. 2187 7s. па. ; 
aggregate to date, £14,893 10s. 6d.; last year, £18,612 18. 11d. increase, 

7d, Mileage worked, 46. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending January 
26th were £1,348; corresponding week last year, £1,447; decrease, £114. 
Total to date, £5,595; corresponding period last year, £5,994; decrease 
£899. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains; last year, 2 miles 40 chains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 


THe outstanding feature in our markets this week is the recovery 
that has taken place in telegraph stocks and shares. It was, of 
course, inevitable that a reaction should come after the recent 
iump, but the improvement tarried longer in its coming than was 
generally expected. However, our list of telegraph securities this 
week exbibits a whole series of rises, and there is only a brace of 
falla to record in the forty-four prices which we quote. The atten- 


tion of the general markets of the Stock Exchange is so much taken 
up with the boom in Kaffir shares that there really remains very 
little interest for anything else, and it may readily be conjectured 
that the telegraph recovery is taking place with but a small 
amount of business to help it. Investment departments are 
fairly steady on the whole, but they have no charm as compared 
with the speculative sections. In fact, if thc boom in South 
Africans continues much longer, it would not be astonishing to see 
a slight lowering of values in the Electricity Supply market, since 
bounding animation iu mines or Americans frequently leads to an 
easiog off in the more sober walks of thc Stock Exchange. 

The half-yearly report of the Central Loudon Railway provides 
very satisfactory reading for the proprietors. Perhaps the most 
interesting item in the document, after the steadily increasing 
character of the traffic receipts, is the lessening of the proportion of 
working expenses. It may be remembered that there was a good 
deal of disappointment when the proportion of expenses to reccipts 
Was aunounced at 58} per cent. for the first five months ending 
December 31st, 1900. This has now been reduced to 53$ per 
cent., and it may be reasonably hoped that the figure will 
be iowered to something more nearly approaching the 50 per cent., 
which was thc original maximum estimate. 'The board have given 
up several of their former suggestions in favour of a new line to be 
made from Hammersmith to Liverpool Street, 174 Piccadilly and 
the Strand. The report of the Central London directors forms, 
incidentally, about as severc an indictment of the policy pursued by 
the two wrangling Undergrounds as could be imagined. The Pre- 
ferred stuck of the “Twopenny Tube” looks an attractive invest- 
ment. City & South London securities arc unchanged, the meeting 
on Tuesday eliciting no fresh points of importance. The chairman, 
in alluding to the accident on the Liverpool electric line, said that 
a number of new appliances were being adopted on the City & South 
London which would render travelling absolutely safe. It may be 
mentioned, by the way, that operations in connection with the new 
mono-rail between Liverpool and Manchester will probably be 
commenced at Eccles early in April At last has the Waterloo 
and City begun to repay some of the past deficiencies to the 
London and South-Western, and even £104 is better than nothing. 

In the Telegraph market, Eastern Ordinary has scored the largest 
advance with a rise of eight pointe, although this is really improved 
upon, in a sense, by Eastern Extension shares, which have gone up 
£1, equivalent to 10 per cent. on stock. Anglo-American Preferred 
has smartly risen to 95, while the Ordinary and Deferred are both 
better. For this, the dividend of 28. per cent. on the last-named 
stock is principally responsible, the market having gone for nothing 
at all on Anglo “A.” It must be allowed by the most ardent 
believer in the company that the dividend on the Deferred is any- 
thing but brilliant, and it compares with бв. this time last year, and 
278. the year before. At the present price, Anglo “A” yields the 
purchaser a paltry 1] per cent. on his money. The better tone in 
the telegraph market finds a natural reflection in a further improve- 
ment by Globe Telegraph and Trust shares Both the Ordinary 
and Preference have advanced another 58. each. Great Northern 
Telegraph shares are 10s. up, and Direct United States are alto 
better. West African Telegraph shares are 2 middle. The Com- 
mittee on Commerce in thc American Houec of Representatives has 
decided in favour of a new Government Pacific cable, to be sup- 
plied, if possible, by Yankee makers.. 

National Telephone Ordinary shares hardened upon the debate in 
the House of Commons on Monday night, which went to show that 
the arrangement between the Government and the company would 
be maintained. The senior issues are, however, uraltered. Orientals 
have given way to the extent of 1s. 

British Electric Traction Preference shares are finding supporters, 
but the Ordinary do not move. Cape Electrics are & good market 
at 24, and Anglo-Argentine trams are steady at 4}. The Isle of 
Man Tramways and Electric Power Company has been sold, as 
regards the greater part of the electrified line, for £252,000 to Mr. 
Schenk, chairman of the Crystal Palace, mention of which naturally 
leads to noticing the progress that is being made in the scheme for 
constructing an electric line betwcen the City and Sydenham. 

In thc electric supply section almost the only quotable change 
is a rise of ] in Brompton and Kensington Ordinary and Preference. 
All dealings have now ceased in the Westminster fractions, and the 
price of the old shares may improve. New Chelseas are 53, which 
is | under the price of the old. There has been some inquiry for 
London Electric Preference in the neighbourhood of 41. 

British Insulated Wire are again better upon those amalgamation 
rumours to which we referred last week. Callender's Preference 


have given way a tride, and sellers of India-Rubber shares have 


come along, causing the price to lose the 108. which it gained last 
week. The Sussmann Electric Miners’ Lamp report is a doleful 


document, and voluntary liquidation appears to be the best course 


for the unfortunate shareholders to adopt. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


* Bubject to Founders Shares, 
1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. § Dividends 
v Dividends marked § are for a year consisting of the latter 


Stock 
or Dividends fcr Closing Closing 
нама, hare the lan taroa eere, | Чаңын | Quotation 
DO d 7. е ^| 1839. | 1900, | 1901. 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 9*5 Debs. « | 100 | ... .. | 97 —101 99 —1L3 
25,000 Amazon Telegraph Co.’s shares, Nos. 1 to 25, 000 . 8 10 31— 44 31— . 44 
3 h 5 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. wo» | 100 70 — 8) 70 — 80 
Anglo-American Telegraph ... in M. бее .. Stock 73/6 349 4% 48 — 50 0 — 52 
Do. do. 6 95 Pref. AN es . |Stock| 6 Y » 90 — 92 944 — 95} 
Do. do. Deferred iss see Stock|£1 78. 5e. 71— 8 8 — 84 
Ohili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44 ,000 eee eee eee * 5 4 5 ^ eee 34— 4 34 тте 4 
Commercial Cable $100 | 8 165 —170 |165 —170 
Do. do. Bterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. Stock 92 — 96 90 — 95 
Ouba Telegraph eee TT) еөз eee eee 10 7 % ose 5 — 6 5 — 6 
Do. 10 Ф Pref. eee vee ees оге [III 10 eon eee 13 — 14 13 — 14 
Direct Bpanish Tel h m Tr eee eee 5 4 % 4 Ф 3 = 4 3 — 4 
Do. do. 10 Oum. Pref. [rr e е 5 eee eee 8k— 9 84— 94 
30,000: Do. do. 44 Debs. eee eee eve 50 ees eee 98 —102 98 —102 
60,7102) Direct United States Oable ... Vas 858 ТЯ „| 20 | 38% | 3195 93— 10 ха! 93— 10} 
101,300 | Direct West India Cable, 43 noe е. 385 i « | 100 | ... e" 99 — 102, 99 —102 
000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. " Stock 7 Ф | 7 % 124 —129 132 —137 
Do. 4% Mort eee ee 100 eee mx) 88 — 90 89 — 91 
Do. 4 % Mort. Deb. Stock Red. m tock| ... - 108 —112 109 —113 
900,000 | Eastern Eixtension, Australasia, and China Telegraph 10|79%|7% 121— 123xd| 131 — 133 
Rr id бош African oe € н na ‘aa is .. {108 —113 |109 —114 
an can egra; h, 4 ort. = m 
800,0001 No. 1 to 3,000, red. 1909 [| 100 | 5&% . 100 —103 100 —103 
Do. 4 95 Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub) кы: кш 25 | ... з „ |100 —103 [100 —103 % 
Globe 3 and Trust... рас we | 10 | 54% | 52% | oe 94— 9i 94— 10 
о до. рЬ, 6% Pref. eee i eve 5% eve Tiam 13% 133 — 14 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegra Copenhagen 3 i „ | 274— 283 | 28 — 29 
Halifax and Bermuda Oable, 4j 95 Ist Mort. Debs., 22 93 —103 99 -103 
" within Nos. 1 to ын 0% 10 % 8 
Nuropean Telegra [II] eee ee eee 1 ee 3 — 42 38 -— 49 
London Platino- Brasilian n Telegra h, 6 95 Debs. .. us 100 TA és „ |102 ~105 [102 —105 
Do. 8 5 Ф Pref., Nos. 1 to 86, 492 1 5 eee vee 1— 1 1— 1 
590,000 National Telephone, 1 to 800000 | sus Pus © ees 5 5 5 ө 38— 38 38— 33 
15,000 6 Ist Pref. 000 еее eee 10 6 € ec 11 — 13 11 — 13 
15,000 De 6 Ga and Pref. eee eon eee 10 6 A 6 e 11 = 13 11 — 13 
250,000 Do. - 5 $ Non-cum. сва » 1 to 250,000 5 5 5 , 44— 5 42— 5 
2000, 0007 Do. 3 Deb. Stock TA vee [Stock] 33 83 94 — 97 94 — 97 
Do. Deb. toe. Red... эое eee TII 4 . 101 —195 101 — 105 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Bl ов. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 1165 6 А — 1 1—1 
100, 000 Pacific and European Tel., 4 а Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... 100 det . | 99 —102 99 —102 
11,839 Reuters. een [III [IT "9 [III 8 5 % 5 % ee 7 — 8 7 — 8 
8,303 Bubmarine Cables Trost eee 885 wes .. | Ое | ... ‘es о 117—191 117 —123 
; Do. do. b x Cum, pret. Nos. 1—40,000 B uu РА 44— 5 44— 5 
179.9477 Do. do, 5% Debs. coo eee eee Stock ee eee 102 —105 102 —105 
165,600 West African Telegraph, h, 5 Debs.... [IIO 100 ooo eee 100 —103 100 —103 
$0,008 1 Coast of America, Nos. 1—80,000 and 58,001—58, 008 21 T eee = i == 8 
150,000? Do. do. 4 % Deks., 1—1, iu o 100 | .. un 99 —102 99 —102 
207,990 | Western D d. Ltà., Nos. 1—207,930 oe | 1017917 95 124 — 122 122 — 13} 
75,0002 я Debs. 2nd series, 1906 ». | 100 | ... iss 102 —105 |102 —105 
848,7771 Deb. Btock Red. eec vee | 100 á 101 —104 |101 —104 · 
88,821 | West India and тшш. Telegraph ... Я iis - 10| 89 j— i— d 
84,563 Do. do. do. 6 835 10 " 5— 6 5— 6 
4,669 Do. do, do. 6 % Oum. 2nd Pref.. 10 gua 3— 4 3— 4 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... lb s às — 8 — 
100,000 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 | ... . |97—102 | 97 —102 
Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 5 6 „ 6 P.. 8$— 9+ 9 — Y 
20,000 Do. do. 7 95 Cum. Pref. 5 „ ае F$— 9} — 93 
50,000 6 лаа ae 5 9 9 8 — 9 8 — 9 
50,000 do. do. do. 44% Саш. Pref. 5 js 5 — 5 — 
250,000 De. do. do. 45 Deb. Stock Red. | 100 | ... TA 103 —105 |103 —105 
84,000 |*Ohelsea ишу Supply, Ord. ... iu ids А 516 $ | 5195 54— 6 54— 6 
150,000! Do. do. Deb. Stock Red.. Stock is 108 —111 xd/103 —111 
70,579 | City of London E Electric Lighting, 40,001—110, 579... „| 10 |4 9510 Ф 9 — 10 9 — 10 
40,000 Do. 6 Ф Cum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 .. 10 6 „ 6 12 — 13 12 — 13 
400,000: Го. 5 Y Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid | "h 121 —196 121 —126 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid 100 | ... ivi 101 —104 |101 —104 
40,000 | County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 10 414 = 4 % 81— 94 aa 94 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 95 Pref, 40,001—60,000 10 6 16 V 12 — 13 — 13 
400,000 Do. 44 Ф Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa (all paid) Rd. eas ШЕТ ае 105 —108 108 —108 
85,500 ' Edmundson's Elec. Corp., Ord. Shares - vs s 5 6 v 77 51— 6 51— 6 
000 n RE 6 % Cum. Pref. $us iis e" 54— 6 54— 6 
120,0002 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. ... | 100 106 —109 105 —108 
21,006 Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Or. 5 11 — 12 11 — 12 
90,000 do. 4% Deb. Stock Stock 103 —106 103 —106 
110,000 fonde Electric биро. Oorporation, ке. Ord. ... 3 11— 1 li— 12 
840 n do. do. 6 95 Pref. 8 à 4— 5 4— 5 
l do. do. 4% jM Db. Stock Rd. Stock sli ‚ | 95 —100 95 —100 
98,769 мена Blectric 44% to ly, 101 to 62,500 = 10 5 6 Я 144— 154 | 144— 15} 
220,000: Do. t Mortgage Debenture Stock | ... | ... ise 4 (111 —115 111 —115 
950,000: Do. si Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... es Stock s : 96 — 99 96 — 99 
8,652 | Notting Hill Electric hting 56е „| 10|7%|7% X 15 — 16 15 — 16 
40,000 | St. James's and Pall Electric Light, Ord. - "s 5 144395 id 144% | 154— 164 | 154— 164 
20,000 Do. do. 7 % Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 517917 , 81— 9 84— 9 
12,000 Bmithfield Market Blect. Bupply, Ord. [rr DI ees 5 see ees eee 2 — 23 2 — 23 
50,0003 Do. do. 4 3 eee ee 100 ees eee (Ty) 80 == 90 80 — 90 
65,000 | South London Electricity Sup рріу, 885 ses | 5| us coe je oe 2— 23 | 2— 23 
109,518 | Westminster Electric Supply, sa s 5 199% 1003; 12 — 13 12 — 13 


+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange 
aid in deferred share warrants, profite 7 72 used as capital, 
of one year and the first part of the next, 


week ended 
Jan. 29th. 
190». 
Hes | Lone 
"MN 
953 | 91 
si| 78 
91 | 92 
103 | 91 
1333 1283 
90 | .. 
13: | 128 
но eee 
93 | 93 
13i | 13% 
38| 32 
42 
964 952 
1033 ... 
1184 | 118 
134 128 
$ eo 
a 
И 
93| .. 
1063 | 1084 
51 ... 
42 Е 
141: 
| 12 ! н 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing usiness done 

Pre t Dividends for 
ioe NAME. выш] the last three yours, | Quotation | Quotation |, week ended, 

} 1899. | 1900, | 1901. Highest | Lowest. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 Y Cum. Pref. ... "lE MEE E E MEUSE |... 

300,000“ Ро. do. 5 18 Mort Deb. Stock Red. ... (Stock)... | .. | .. | 87—91 |87— 91 ОС sis 
62,071 | British Electric Traction 925 ss eee ..| 101 8 5 9. | 14 — 15 14 — 15 144 | 14k 
93,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. eas 10 з sis TP 121— 124 124 — 13 12} 125 

600,000: Do. do. 5.% Perpetual Debenture Stock .. Stock bas *. |126 —199 |126 —129 1284 | 128 
70,000 | British Insulated Wire Ord. . wae 55% з 5 | 20 V 15 . 9) — 10} 101— 114 111 108 
70,000 Do. do. 6% Cum. Pref. S Se M 85s .. 985 a 53— 6} 5$— G6ixd| 58 
50,000 Browett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. —€ ec] RES]. ous в Yr es i— 1 8— 1 T 858 
50,000 f 6 V Cum. Pref. ... we | Ej 6 95. ke 12— 1016 | H— 14, sae as 

105, 731 Brosh Elecl. Enging., Ord., 1 to 105,731 С е 2 60% 8 ue li— 18 18— 18 15 | ... 

150, 000 Do. те Мохов ne. 6% Pret d i 216% 6% .. 2 — 2} 2 — 91 mat m 

155, 0007 Do. b. Btock ese eee Stock eee eee eee 102 —105 102 —105 108 eee 

125,0002 Do. do. Pen . 2nd Deb. Stock Stock 99 —102 97 —1C0 a ee 
30,000 Callender's Oable АЛА 8 „Nos. 1—30,000 ... b 15 Ф 15 .. 4163 — 174 | 105 — 174 173 | 164 
40,000 Do. do. 5 Ф Cum. Pref. ees 5 vee eee eee 5i— 64 54— 6 eee — 
90,0002 Do. do. 44 V 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red ... Stock be * {110 —114 |110 —114 is. “hy 

1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Stock "m" bs e. |Stock| ... 805 4 105 — 108 |105 — 108 1074 | 107 

440,100 Do. do. 49% Pref Stock... ^ se. ... (Stock) ... | ... | 4 95105 —108 [105—108 107 

440,100 Do. do. Def. do wes .. |Stock| ... ids 4 106 —109 106 —109 1071 | 107 

855,000 | City and Bouth London Railway aA .. Stock 13%} 12%] 2 | 65 — 67 65 — 67 664 | 66 
47,500 | Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22, 501 to 70,000 .. E з iss aes 6 — 604 64 — 62 "T 55 
54,000 Crompton & Oo., . 31 Mp Ren Rog Deis. i i Son : 711 899 .. 3 — 34 3 — 33 3 Fs] ... 

. Ist Мо о = - 

100, 0007 £100, and 901 to 11 000 of £50 dj. ees ooo eee 99 104 99 104 eve eee 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lgt., “A” shares, £3 pd. 1 t0.99,261 Е 2219 i- 8 i- 8 | [ae 
17, 139 Do. do.. do. “A” Shares, 01—017, 139 one : 6 24% eee 2 — 3 2 E 3 °з» cece 

844.0231 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red .. | 100 | ... Зеб .. | 78 — 83 78 — 83 Vis Si 

100, 000? Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock ои: 100 | e" .. | 84 — 89 84 — 89 vss . 

112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... ... dg 6 .. | 12— 2 | 1$— 23 D 13 
31, 390 Do. do. И Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... ane 2 pee oes vee 24— 3 24— 3 24 18 

182, 5001 Do. do. Perp. Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Stock Vis ses 97 —101xd| 97 —101 99} see 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Y Cum. Pref. se «. . 10. | 9$— 101 | 99—10 „ po 

150,000 Dp. do. 4% Mort. Deb. ... .. .. Stock.. | 99 — 102 | 99 —102 
95, 000 Do. do. 44 Ртеї. eee ese 5 44% 44% ees 54— 6 5$— 6 575 
50,000 Do. do. do. 41 Mort. Deb. Stock... |Зіоск| ... e .. 1112 —116 112 —116 an sus 
50, 000 | India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works „| 10 |16 Ф| ... .. | 20b — 213xdj 20 — 21 20; | 208 

800, 0002 Do. do. do. 4 Ф ist ort. Deb. coe coe 100 eee eee eee 100 —103 100 —103 eee eee 
87, 500 Liverpool арр Railway, Ord. ... as ees 6. | 10 | 88% 819| ... 4i— 5 51— 53 Mea ү 
10, ‘000 t Do. Pref., £10 paid T" vee 10 5 ns T" 111— 112 111— 114 ys T" 

7,500 | Parker (Thomas), p Ord., Nos. 1 to h 500 ... „ 4X9 [ x "m eos | 154—164 153— 163 iss - 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 o6 Cum. Pret. . A es] £l] .. 6 Ф! ... | 19/- to 20/- |... — ... is кз 
$7,350 | Telegraph сои and Maintenance ... oe | 12 | 15 174%) . | 35 — 38 35 — 38 351 А 

150,000 Do. 4 % Deb. Ваз. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 | 100 .. 102 —104 102 —104 1027? ... 
25, 000 Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... : 12 46, 12 9 к pm 114 | 108— 114 104 | ... 
90,000 Do. do. 5 95 Cm. Prf. Nos. 1 to 20,000... | | | 6 53— 6 TT КЕР 
840, 0001| Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock as .. | 100 100 3 8% 3 Ф 3 ion 91 — 94 91 — 91 D n 

7 Quotations ор Liverpool Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated al) abares are fully paid. § From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Oonsolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance 2/-—4/- Oldbam, Ashton, and Hyde Eleoctrio Pu . Ord., 154—1, 
National Electric Free Wiring, 17/6 paid, 4—3. Do. do. £10 ра.), 103—10]. 
From Birmingham Sbare Liss. 4 From Manchester Share List. Bank rate of discount 4 per pies (Cctober 31st, 1901). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, January 29th. 
CHEMICALS. &o. This week. | Last week. Ino. or Deo. METALS. &o. (eontinued,) This week.] Last week. Ino. or Dec. 
в даа, Hydrochloric oe a. por owt. 6j- 6/. 2 g Copper Sheet ee per ton £66 | £66 = 
в M" КК .. рег cw, 92). / x 0 » Rod. „ рег ton £66 £66 ws 
& „ Oxalio — РЕ . рег сж}. 83J- 82 / 2s e АА Electrolytic) Bare per ton £55 £55 | ea 
& „ M Bulphuric.. se . per owt. 5/6 6/6 es 6 y " heeta .. per ton £70 £10 " 
а Ammoniso, Sal. per owt, 89/- l- Pat в " i Rod .. per ton £63 463 Р 
в Ammonia, Muriste (orysial).. per ton 48810 288 10 m 6 n Ks Н.О. Wire per Ib 8d. ba. is 
. per ton £80 480 5% f Bbonite Rod .. 5% e .. per lb. 8/- 8/- ёа 
2 Blesohin powder še . рег ton 27 27 кА f 4, Sheet T T . per lb. 6/- 1^ v 
а Bisulphide of Carbon .. .. per ton 216 £16 n п German Bilver Wire We es per lb. 1/5 1/5 E 

а Borax ae xà ws e. рег ton £13 £18 В" А Gutta-percha fine. ae ee рег lb. В/- 8/. a 

в Bensole (90 Ba we .. per gal. 1/- 1/- s А India-rubber, Para fine AP ee per lb. 33 8/4 to 8,5 dec. 

a2 n (50/ Jew " . per gal. 5/8 5/6 " 1 Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. per ton £18 "S 

a Соррет Bulphate ss per ton £19 5 £195 : n Рік (Cleveland warrante) .. per ton 44/8 44/10 7d. dec. 

а Nitrate T . per ton £24 £A 24 € , Forgings, according to size per ton; From £11 | From £11 - 

: „ Whito Sugar ee por ton £81 £81 ei $ 4 Scrap, Da ... per ton 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to EO; De 
UM 1 9 T d Ex ai us a * є $ 4 Wire, calvaniend No. 8 .. per ton Y 10535 R 211 D ^ 

а Naphtha, Solvent (90% 231609 Ó). P per 1 6/6 6/6 » g Lead, English Ingo `.. .. per ten 4% gi | en 26] 26 dec. 

a Potash, Bichromate, in casks.. Bd. Bd, E 9 ^» " Bheet es „ per ton us 213 10 s 

а „ Caustic (76/5095) Бә пат юп £24 £A M т Manganin Wire No. 98 .. ee per lb. 8/- 8/- - 

a n Bisulpbate $n es per ton £85 £85 ев g Meroury ee регіо. 48 15 £8 15 n 

e Shellac  .. es per смі. 125/- 125'- E d Mica (in original oases), ашай . per lb. | Bà. to 9d. | Bd. to 94. - 

a Bulpbate of Magnesia .. per ton £410 £4 10 xx d „ ii is medium per lb. | 1/9 to 2/9 | 1/9 to 3/9 ice 

а Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 £6 5 x " i » large .. per lb. 8/810 1/8 | 8/3 $0 1/8 T 

а н кх ee „, рег ton £6 10 #5 10 T p Phosphor Bronse, раш oastin per Ib. |1144. $0 1/2 |114d.to 1/2 Я 

Lam ee рег ton £6 £5 s p is rolled bars & rode per lb. 1/- to 1,3 | 1/- to 17/8 : 

^ Scda, Caustic T white 70 %) ee per ton £10 16 £10 16 a p " пресе per lb. From 1/2 From L2 "о 

а „ Crystals .. ee per ton £8 £8 si o platinum - s . poros., £4 1 441 és 

е Bichromate, caske oe per lb. dad. Ad. e p Bilicium Bronse Wie . per lb. | 10d. to 1/- | 10d. to 1/- M 

Steel. Magnet, aco'd’ng to desc'p'n per ton кош pee to £40 ee 
METALS. &o. | 1 ow „ ip bars ee ee 107 xm 10 oe 

b Aluminium Ingote, in ton lots per ion 4148 £148 т g Tin, blo .. 6. ee per ton £110 10 | 4111 10s. inc. 
v Wire, in ton lots per ton 2101 си s 9 „ toil " oe ee per lb. 178 ee 

b Sheet, in ton lots per ton £19 "T a „ wire, Nos. 1 to 16 s ee per lb. 15 1/6 s 

p Babbitt's mera) ingote. рег ton | 276 to 2126 "P 0 4125 p White Anti friction Metals — 

e Brass (rolled . 1g basia per lb. 67d. "id. 2d. dec. " Whitwe Abt brand. per ton £86 to £65 | 286 to 406 os 

в Tube (brased) .. . per lb. "iid. 87 1. 1d. dec. j Yarns, 2/108 Grey Cowon, : on ep IM per lb. 1d. д. vs 

€ n u (Bolid drawn] .. per ib. C*d. 714, 11d. dec. „% бева. Flax .. ee per lb. 634. ad, T 

€ , Wire, basis Je ee per ib. Cyd, 7d. zd. dec. j ow D ply 10 lbs. Russian ee per Ib. 4 d ee 

: Oobper Tubes (brazed) ee per ib, к, £1 1, 1а. dec. j » 10 ibs. Russian, single .. per ib. «id. ee 

a (solid drawn) ., per lb. ма, 94, 14. дес. n 180 tbe Jute rove. per ton 210 2 6 21098 T 

Í Copper Bars (best selected) .. per юп 566 £66 i Zino, 8b’. (Vielle Montagne bod.) per ton] 221 10 #21 10 - 

[a Messrs, G. Boor à (O0. / indls Rubber, G.-P. and Teieg. Works k Messrs, Morris Ashby, Limited, 


b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd Messrs, James å Shakespeare, [Co., Lid. m Messrs, W. T. Glover & Lid. 
чере в Меввгв, Thos. Bolton & Bons. ч Messrs, Edward ‘Till & Co. | phate Yin п Mesers, P, Ormiston & Sone 
PP У | d Messrs, F. Wiggins & Bons, PP J | í Messrs. Bolling 4 Lowe. PP J | о Messrs, Johnson, Matehey geen А Sou Lad Lid 
e Messre. Frederick Smith &. Oo. { Messrs, Walter Н, Hindley & Co. p Tbe Phosphor Bronse Company, Led. 
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MACHINE TOOLS AT THE GLASGOW 
EXHIBITION. 


(Ix бреста, Rerseence TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF DYNAMO 
E AND Moron MANUÜFACTUBEBS.) 


By FRED. BATHURST, A.M.LE.E. 


(Concluded from page 103.) 


SIDE PLANING MACHINES. 

Messrs. SMITH & COVENTRY, LIMITED, of Gresley 
Ironworks, Salford, Manchester, exhibited an improved side 
planing machine, which would be found very useful in a 
jobbing machine shop. This type of machine is already 
largely used by machine tool makers, because it is во con- 
venient for planing lengthy pieces of work, and the fact that 
pieces may be worked which have any width of side over- 
hanging. Side planers are decidedly more handy and com- 
pact than the ordinary type of planer, and effect a considerable 
saving of workshop floor space. The makers claim that side 
planers have many points of superiority over shaping 


machines, and that they will do a greater quantity of work’ 


in a given time. The speed of the cutting tool for all 
lengths of stroke can be altered without stopping the 
machine. 

Messrs. Smith & Coventry's improved side planing 
machine (shown in fig. 21) has been modified in several 


ШЇ 
t 
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important particulars. For instance, the slides on the bed 
on which the tool saddle traverses are of box shape and cast 
rectangularly on the main frame casting. The upward 
pressure of the cut is thus received on the vertical and lower 
horizontal surfaces. The tendency of the saddle to lift 
(under a heavy cut) is thereby done away with, and all the up- 
play taken up by arranging double wedge strips, which 
abut against the solid metal of the main frame. 

A new belt-shifting motion has been designed, which 
allows the countershaft, through which the machine is 
driven, to be fixed at any desired angle either in front of 
or behind the machine. The feed mechanism is perfectly 
noiseless and automatic. 
by screw, and has a quick return, and separate pulleys both 
for forward and backward movements. The main advan- 
"tage that a side planing machine of the above description 
possesses is, that work which would require a large and 
expensive planing machine of the usual type can, if a pit is 
provided on the front of the side type machine, be bolted to 
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The tool saddle is driven direct 


the frame over the pit and a side planer of one-half the pro- 
portions of the upright type can be employed. 

Messrs. Smith & Coventry make a complete line of these 
machines which will plane pieces from 18 in. wide and 4 ft. 
long up to pieces 40 in. wide by 30 ft. long. 


Key-way Curre MACHINES, 
The same firm exhibited a Knowles patent key-seater 


machine, of which they are sole licensees and makers. This 


type of machine (see fig. 22) is oconomical in price and 
compact in size, and it is claimed can turn out as much work 
in the same time as 16 or even 20 slotting machines. The 
statement is made that 140 key-ways, 24 in. long by gths in. 
wide by paths in. deep, can be cut in an hour to standard 
measures, and either taper or parallel as required. 

For ordinary tool shops or manufacturers of dynamos and 


. motors such в machine would be invaluable for cutting key- 


ways in wheels and pulleys. If a pit in the workshop floor 
is provided at the end of these machines, work up to 6 ft. 
diameter can be taken. A key-way is cat by one passage of 
the quill or cutter bar through the box. The sliding rack 
which draws the quill or cutter traverses the upper 
surface of the  bed-plate- of the machine in a slide 
formed thereon, and is provided with adjustable stops at 
each end of the stroke for bringing it to a standstill. The 
pulley to be slotted is arranged on the end and at right 
angles to the face of the bedplate. The pulley is held in 
the correct position by a bush being fitted in ita bore. 

As the work requires no other cramping, a considerable 
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Fic. 21.—SipE PrANING MACHINE. 


saving of time is effected. The cutting bar is set in 
motion by the foot treadle underneath the bedplate. The 
same action also brings the machine to a standstill, when 
the slot is cut. In order to bring the cutter bar back, a 
hand lever (shown on the side of the bedplate) is operated. 

Messrs. Smith & Coventry supply with the machines a 
useful table which gives the standard proportions of key-ways 
relatively to the size of the shaft, both for taper and parallel 
seatings. The standard taper recommended is zth in. in 12 
in. or 1 in. in 96 in. | 

As a result of the exhibition of this machine, this firm has 
largely increased its connection amongst the engineering 
shops in Glasgow, and machines produced by these makers 
can already be found in several of the best known English 
dynamo makers' works. 


CONCLUSION, 


Having, in the previous descriptions, endeavoured to select 
the highest types of machines exhibited for carrying out the 
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various processes of turning, boring, drilling, and milling, 
grinding, planing, and gear-cutting, the writer has touched 
upon the main processes carried out in a machine shop 
designed to produce electrical motors and other dynamo- 
electric machinery ; but at the risk of somewhat departing from 
the subject immediately in hand, it should be pointed out that 
even when the works of the English manufacturer are 
equipped with the best labour-saving, most accurate, and most 
efficient types of machine tools, he has still a great disad- 
vantage to overcome. 

The writer’s experience is that, generally speaking, a 
greater interest and intelligence is manifested by the American 
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which becomes possible on the price of the parts required 
for the standard line. This again reacts so that the selling 
price of a particular machine can be reduced below that of 
competitors, leading to a further increase in the number 
that can be sold. _ 

The modern manufacturer must have the ability to choose 
a good standard design, and the pluck to stick to it, and leave 
to our old-style manufacturers the business of attending to 
the vagaries of a certain few old customers who want every 
sort of article from the same manufacturer, the attending 
to which leads so much to restricting the works’ possible 
output. 


Fic. 22.—KNOWLES KEY SEATER. А 


workman over that shown by his English con/rére, because 
the American workshop is not so bound down by trade 
unionism to keep the individual output of the best man in 
the shop down to the level of the man of mediocre calibre. 
Under the conditions at present prevailing in England, the 
workman is being trained, ло! to replace hand labour, because 
the hand labour that might be displaced (by reason of excess 
in numbers alone) has a sufficiently powerful voice in the 
trade union policy to start a howl of dissatisfaction and com- 
plaint. In America, piecework is more general, and more 

tly encouraged by the shop superintendent, who tells his 
workmen that he is agreeable to let them make twice the 
wages they could earn on ordinary timework, if they can 
find out the way to do it upon piecework prices, which he 
himself fixes, and may alter at any time as opportunity 
presents. Under these conditions all machines are run at 
their highest capacity. 

Under these conditions, also, the American workman takes 
the initiative in suggesting mechanical devices to replace his 
own hand labour. A skilled workman, by being able to bring 
around him his own selected gang of helpers, not only 
increases his own weekly earnings, but experiences the diffi- 
culties as well as the pleasures of an employer's position, and 
thus becomes moulded to better recognise the difficulties and 
limitations imposed upon his own employer. 

English manufacturers will further find that the en- 
couragement of piecework, in preference to timework, not 
only causes the workman to take full advantage of the im- 
proved and up-to-date machines provided, but will force them 
to standardise their manufacturing lines and the types of the 
machines made, so that the same part can be duplicated as 
much as possible. In this way it will be found that profit can be 
made out of an otherwise non-paying business by the reduction 


The *'*Chemiker-Zeitung." — The Cheniker-Zeitung, 
one of the most widely known German chemical journals, celebrates 
this year ita 25-year jubilee. Before this journal appeared there 
were several chemical periodicals in Germany, such as Liebig's 
Annalen, Kolbes Journal of Practical Chemistry, g-c., but all these 
were of the high and dry scientific kind. Dr. Krause, the dis- 
tinguished founder and editor of CAemiker-Zeitung, introduced a 
more popular element into his paper which commanded immediate 
success. Social questions and ethical questions affecting the 
members of the chemical profession were taken up and discussed in 
the journal, which was the means of introducing many practical 
reforms. Not content with labour involved in the production of 
his journal, Dr. Krause in 1892 started the publication of a “ Year 
Book of Chemical Industry," and has published several cther 
valuable works of reference for chemists. We wish our contem- 
porary and its able editor a long continuation of their hitherto 
successful carcer. - 


The London County Council Arbitration Clause.— 
A year ago the Council accepted the tender of Mr. J. Strachan at 
£470 for the work of excavating the foundations for the lamp 
Standards and the trenching for the mains in connection with the 
lighting of the Victoria Embankment and Westminster Bridge. 
That sum included a provision of £20 for such additional works as 
might subsequently require to be carried out. It was afterwards 
found necessary to provide four additional lamp standards, and to 
excavate to a much greater depth than was provided for in the 
contract with Mr. Strachan, who consequently sent in a claim for 
payment of £973 in respect of the whole of the work. This claim 
was, under the provisions of the contract, submitted for the arbitra- 
tion of Sir Alex. R. Binnie, and he awarded the sum of £675, 
or £205 more than the contract price. In reporting on this question, 
the Highways Committee stated they were informed that the sum 
awarded to the contractor fairly represented the value of the extra 
works, and they recommended the Council to sanction the payment 
of the excess tu the contractor. This was carried. | 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Dublin Section). 
—At a meeting of the Institution on Thursday evening last week, in 
the Royal College of Surgeons, Prof. Barrett presiding, Mr. W. 
Brew rcad an interesting paper on “ Inductive Currents.” 
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STANDARDISATION OF ENGINES 
AND DYNAMOS.* | 


(Concluded from page 156.) 


HorpiNc-bows BOLTS, KEYS, AND OUTBOARD BEARINGS. 


12. We recommend that the holding-down bolts, sbaft keys for 
tecuring the generator hub to the shaft, and the outboard bearings 
should be furnished by the engine builders. This is in accord with 
almoet universal practice at the present time. 

Our recommendations in thesc particulars do not cover matters of 
so great importance as some others; but, if adopted, they will tend 
to settle certain ‘points about which there bas occasionally been 
dispute and considerable controversy in correspondence. 

In the table willibe found columns showing sizes of shaft keys 
which we recommend ; also the number and sizes of holding-down 
bolta. 

It will be noticed that we do not give any lengths for keys. 
We gave this matter very careful consideration, but we found that 
such differences of opinion existed in respect to proper length, that 
we believe it best to leave the determination of the length of key 
for adjustment by engine and generator builders in each individual 
Sizes of keys have been taken so that standard rolled stock can be 
employed. 

We recommend that the keys be made straight and be used as 
feathers. They should therefore fit accurately on the edges and 
not on the top. Proper allowance should be made in cutting the 
keyway in the armature hub, 80 that there will be sufficient clearance 
at the top of the key. 


` 


B. Floor Line.—For convenience in operation and for the 
information of engine and generator builders, we suggest that for 
units up to 75 xw., inclusive, the floor line should come at the 
bottom of the sub-base; and for units 100 xw. to 200 KW., 
inclusive, the floor liae should be 1 ia. below the rough top 
of the sub- base. 

(*. Protecting Commutators from Oil.—In view of the fact that in 

some cases the distauce between bearing and commutator is very 
small, it is well for engine builders to bear in mind that provision 
should be made to prevent oil from the bearing getting on the 
commutator. 
. D. Some generator builders have asked that the end of the shaft 
be drilled and tapped io facilitate, if necessary, the removal or 
placing of the armature on the shaft at the place of erection; we 
suggest that this be doue. 

E. In some cases, generator builders require special nuts, bolts, 
or fixtures for attaching generators to the shaft. Under these 
conditions we suggest that the generator builders should furnish all 
attachments to their apparatus that are not already specified in our 
report. 


IN CONCLUSION. 


14. In concluding our laboura, we desire to express our apprecia- 
tion of the great interest in our work which has been shown by the 
engine and generator builders. They have realised that it was for 
their bencfit, and they have helped us very materially by supplying 
freely the data in their posséssion and by their intelligent 
commenta and criticisms of our various recommendations. We may 
say, indeed, that it is this spirit of helpfulness and appreciation 
tbat has encouraged us to devote the great amount of time and 
labour which we have given to the solution of the problem. | 

We wish also to express our indebtedness to Prof. John E. Sweet, 
who, as president of the Engine Builders’ Association and chairman 
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As arranged for horizontally pasted geperatore 


SUGGESTIONS. 


13. In the course of our investigation our attention bas been 
called to a number of points, which, from their nature, are not 
exactly in the same category as those on which we have made 
recommendations, but we consider them of such importance that 
we desire to offer them as suggestions for consideration by members 
of the Society, with a view to their adoption if considered 
sufficiently meritorious. 

A. Pressing Armature on Shaft.—Uusually the contract definitely 
provides by whom this is to be done, but our sugvestion is that if 
there is no such provision in the contract, it should be understood 
that the engine and generator builders shall acree who is to do this 
work, so as to avoid any dispute when the separate portions of the 
unit are delivered on the premises. 

Бааны еза аре Б 

* Final report of Committee presented at the New York meeting 
(December, 1901) of the American Society of Mechanical 


Engineers, 


cla 7 


As arranged for vertically parted generators. 
Rectangular ecatings to be made and located to suit 
bases of vertically parted generators. 


of their committee on standardisation, has attended all of our 
meetings and given to us the benefit of his counsel and ripe 
experience. ` . 

We believe that the recommendations we submit herewith will 
accomplish the object for which the Committee was appointed, and 
will, if adopted generally by manufacturers, which we have every 
reason to anticipate, reduce the cost of manufacture, expedite 
deliveries, aud remove many causes of complication and dissatisfac- 
tion. 

The favourable reception accorded to our preliminary report by 
the Society leads us to hope that our completed work will be 
equally satisfactory. 


JAMES B. STANWOOD, 
Frank H. Barr, 
WiLLIAM D. FORBES, 
WALTER M. McFARLaAND, 
ALBERI L. RoHRER, 


Committee on. Standardisation 
of Enginés and Dynamos. 
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— 


By JOHN DAVIDSON. - 


(Concluded from page 117.) 


Valves and Gcars.—As tbe author has previously mentioned, the 
slow revolution type of engine has, in many instances, a valve gear 
fitted to it, which is of most fearful and wonderful design. Some 
are fitted with simple gears, which give little trouble, and are 


economical, but it seems to have been the aim of many builders to 


put as many links and joints as possible in the valve gear of the 
engines, and the author asks here— What is gained by all this com- 
plication? In many cases it is done simply to be able to govern 
the engíne by automatic expansion, and in others so that tbe cut off 
may be altered as desired by hand, and in many other cases to 
enable the designer to get a better distribution of steam, or a nearer 
approach to a theoretically perfect diagram than can be obtained by 
simple valve gear. Quick revolution engine builders, it must be 
pointed out, have had to drop this complication of gears because 
they could not do anything else. It would not fix at 500 revolu- 
tions per minute. One or two bvilders of quick revolution engines, 
it must be admitted, have managed to design, construct, and get to 
work gears with as many cams, links, dod such like fittings, as is 
possibly convenient, to try and obtain some result slightly better 
than other people if possible. By fitting this paraphernalia they 
obtain, in one case, very smallclearances in the cylinder ; in another, 
automatic expansion conveniently, and such like. But does it pay 
to fit this tackle to an engine? Willans, Belliss, and Browett- 
Lindley do not do it, and they get equal results, and, in many cases, 
better, tban any other engines on the market fitted with the most 
complicated types of gears imaginable. This extra complication 
requires keeping in repair, and this means a big bill at the year end. 
It often entails much more labour in the way of attendance in the 
engine room, which, when taken into consideration at the year's 
end, amounts also to a very large item. 

Blow revolution engine builders, and others who advocate this 
type of engine, will naturally вау that the author has got the 
modern high speed craze. Perhaps he has. These are high speed 
times, and engines are not built for ornaments or playthings as a 
rule. One does not give £1 to have done what it is possible to get 
done for 18. in another manner, equally efficient. The points the 
author wishes to question is, if Willans, Belliss, and Browett- 
Lindley can get resnlts with their engines—results equal to any 
engine fitted with complicated mechanisms, why perpetuate these 
complicated designs? Who would think of putting а beam engine 
to drive a dynamo? The old beam engines did good work, and 
were suited to their duties perbaps better than any other type of 
engine then in existence, and perbaps for many years afterwards, 
but that is no reason why we should use them now. Corliss and 
otber slow revolution engines, drive mills and machines of all sorta, 


and do it well in many instances, but it is not essential that we | 


should copy them. 

Then, again, some imagine that simple (not complicated) quick 
revolution engines are only suitable for small powers, but that, of 
course, ів a mistaken idea. How is it that the largest engines in 
the world, on onr steamships, are of the simplest design that could 
be wished for, and are undoubtedly the most economical of engines? 
Now that electric traction and centralisation of electrical power 
and lighting stations has necessitated the adoption of large units, 
at the present time reaching to 12,000 1.1 P., as a maximum, the 
author thinks it is a question worthy the study of all central station 
engineers, and of those who are responsible for the design апа equip- 
ment: f power stations, to consider whether they will have an engine 
with many valves and end less gears, or whether they will haveanengine 
with simple valves and gears which will give equal economy—for 
this they can obtain а guarantee— also less attendance required, lees 
liability to breakdowns, less repairs, less cost, and above al), the 
author thinks, is a point worth every human being’s consideration— 
less to worry about. 

Governing.—The problem of how to govern an engine of any type 
satisfactorily is one which has received more attention than any 
other point necessary for the efficient running of engines. Quick 
revolution engines bave one advantage over the slow revolution 
engines іп this respect, owing to the fact tbat when the governor 
bas shut off the steam to the engine, whether by throttling or 
automatic expansion, the quantity of steam then left in the engine 
is avery small amount. For instance, if an engine of, say, 500 H.P., 
be running at 75 revolutions per minute, and doing full load, and the 
whole load be suddenly thrown off the engine, we may take it 
that as à minimum there will be at least one cylinder full of steam 
already in the engine capable of doing work, and ready to accelerate 
all the moving parts before the governor has really control of the 
engine. If an engine of the same power be running at 450 revo- 
lutions per minute under similar circumstances, we should bave 
only one-sixth the quantity of steam in tbc engine which could not 
be affected by the governor. Thus it will be scen that it is pos- 
sible to obtain finer governing under sudden variations of load with 
& quick-revolution engine than with one of the slow-revolution 
type, assuming, of course, that the governing mechanisms are of equal 
efficiency for both types. This, at least, is the only point in con- 
nection with governing in which the quick-revolution engine gains 
any advantage over the slow-revolution ty pe. 

The majority of quick-revolution engines at the present time are 


* Paper read before the Liverpool Engineering Society on 
December 4th, 1901. 


governed by means of the throttle valve, and not by automatic 
expansion, as are nearly all of the latest type of slow-revolution 
engines. The true reason why this has come about is that it has 


been found from actual tests that the ad vantage of automatic expan- 


sion over throttle governing is infinitesimal at (and about) full load. 
When the variations of load are not very excessive, or when an 
engine works mostly from about five-eighths to full load, for 
economy's sake, automatic expansion is the preferable type of 
governing to adopt; but when an engine is liable to work for con- 
siderable periods at light loads, say, from quarter to half, the 
throttle governor is the most suitable. With an engine fitted with 
Corliss gear, it becomes a very simple matter to vary the cut-off in 
the cylinder, as very little power is required in the governor to 
alter the point at which the gear must trip; but itis a very different 
matter to make a satisfactory governor for a quick-revolution engine 
so that the cut-off may be varied automatically, e ially when 
this has to be done by the governor altering the position of the 
eccentric driving the valve, as it necessitates a very powerful 
governor. This difficulty has no doubt caused most engineers to 
adopt the throttle-valve type of governor for quick-revolution 
engines, it being a simple matter to produce a centrifugal governor 
of sufficient power to move a throttle valve, and as the advantage 
gained by the automatic expansion is really so small, many have 
given up the attempt to produce a suitable governor of this 
type, rather being satisfied with something that is easy to pro- 
duce, and which they know from experience will not give trouble 
in practice. j 

It would be impossible here to deal with the various types of 
governors adopted for governing either by a throttle valve or otber- 
wise, but the author firmly believes that resulta equally good, so far 
as speed regulation is concerned, can be attained with either system 
of governing, all depending upon the design of the governor 
mechanism. It will thus be seen that the type of governor to be 
adopted for any engine depends upon the class of work the engine 
is to be used for. If for a practically continuous steady load, the 
throttle valve governor will do all that could be wished for; but 
if the engine is liable to have to work for short periods on exces- 
sive loads, and also liable to work at loads varying from half to full 
load—such as for electric traction purposes —the automatic governor 
is no doubt the most suitable one to adopt. A combination of 
variable expansion and throttle governor is no doubt the ideal thing 
to arrange if an engine has to be made to work most efficiently at 
all loads. There are other ways by which excessive overloads on 
an engine can be dealt with, such as fitting a supplementary throttle 
valve, which will supply steam direct to the L.P. cylinder, say, of 
а compound engine, but this necessitates & complication which can 
be avoided if automatic variable expansion is adopted. 

A slow revolution engine with equal number of cranks requires 
heavier fly-whecls to keep the angular variation per revolution 
within the same limits as that of a quick revolution engine of the 
same power. This extra fly-wheel, therefore, helps the governor 
when any sudden change of load takes place, so it is truly difficult 
to find any very great difference between the two classes on this 
score; but it is worth notice here that heavy fly-wheels are not 
revolved in their bearings without any power being exerted ; there- 
fore the mechanical efficiency of an engine with heavy wheels must 
be less than one with light wheels, other conditions being the 
same. 

It is impossible to deal with the governing problem bere, aad 
as it is one which is common to all engines, it is not necessary to 
do so. © 4 
In practice it is possible to govern both types of engines to 
within the same percentage of variation when efficient governors 
are used, so little more can be said on this point, except that with 
quick revolution engines it is possible to put the governor direct on 


to the crankshaft and thus dispense with all gcaring. This does 


away with a very frequent cause of trouble, and is another feature 
in favour of high speed. 

Within the time at his disposal the author has found it impos- 
sible to say something respecting all the interesting featores in 
connection with the development of quick revolution engines, as 
many require a paper to themselves to do them justice; for 
instance, balancing of engines, vibration, &c., all of which have 
reccived very careful study by tbe several engine builders in 
bringing their standard engines to their present state of perfection. 

High speed has been the cause of simplification in almost every 
detail of engines. In the best of engines you find the minimum num- 
ber of parts, all fancy rod ends dispensed with —wedge adjustments, 
gib, strap, and other appliances haviog been replaced by simple 
marine type ends, a couple of brasses held together by a couple of 
bolte, and main bearings consisting of plain bushes in halves held 
down by cap and bolts, &c. The development in thisdirection may 
appear surprising, but, contrary to expectations, the wear on all 
parts is so little, and adjustments in well-designed engines are во 
rarely required, that. the plain bushes, held together by cap and 
bolts, leave nothing to be desired ; and as it is absolutely necessary 
tbat all bolts, screws, &c., of the moving parts should be positively 
locked, the fewer there are of them the better. 2E 

Quick-revolution engines are now built of all types: single 
cylinder, compound two-crank and three-crank, triple expansion two 
and three-crank, and no doubt before long the four-crank triple 
expansion engine will be a common type, as larger and arge 
powers are being called for daily. 

Ten years ago engines for driving generators of 500 н.р. were 
considered a large size, but now 2,000 to 3,000 н.р. plants are 
common, and the leading quick-revolution engine builders have 
standard patterns up to 3,000 н.р. 

[The author gave illustrations and descriptions of two well- 
known types of engines, viz., Willans & Robinson and Browett, 
Lindley & Co. The descriptions are abstracted on the next page.] 
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The Willans central valve engine is a vertical single-acting 
engine, whose working stroke is the down-stroke, the piston or 
pistons baving equal pressures on both sides during the up or return 
stroke. The valves (of the piston type) work inside the hollow 
piston rods (or “trunks ”), and give an excellent distribution of 
steam and unequalled drainage for water, as the exhaust ports are 

. во placed, that the rush of steam tends to carry out the water with 
it, not only at the moment of opening the port, but continuously 
through the whole of the up-stroke, this action being assisted by the 
dished form of the patent pistons employed. The brasses are 
arranged to be constantly in compression ; that is to say, the piston- 
rod is kept pressing in the same direction (downwards) against the 
connecting rod, the latter against the crankpin, and the crank 
against tbe main bearings, not only throughout the working stroke, 
bnt through the return-stroke as well. 

The steam enters the H.P. cylinder until cut off by the passage 
of the ports through the gland. The point in the stroke 
at which cut-off takes place is governed by the height above the 
cylinder top to which the gland rings are raised by a distance piece 
placed below them. 

The two-crank compound engines of Messrs. Browett, Lindley &Co., 
Ltd., are built in standard sizes for any power between 50 r.H.P. and 
2,000 I. H P. The steam distribution is effected by means of two 
piston valves, one for the high pressure and one for the low pres- 
sure cylinder. Messrs. Browett, Lindley & Co. have found that 
they can build a more economical engine by fitting separate valves 
to each cylinder, and their engines are so designed that they can 
be arranged to be governed either by throttle or automatic expan- 
Sion, as may be desired, every detail in the engine remaining the 
same, the governor only being changed. The valves are actuated 
by means of eccentrics in the usual way, and when the automatic 
expansion governor is fitted, the position of the high pressure 
eccentric is controlled by the governor. All the working parts are 
enclosed and lubricated by oil under pressure. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on опе side of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, $с., 
may be made, Answers are furnished by а duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express. | 


— 


“ LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR" writes: — A client of mine wants to 
have electric light supplied from a friend whose premises adjoin 
his. 

“1. Is there any regulation to prevent the friend supplying him? 

“2. If there is, could they be joint owners in the plant, each to 
take his light and share expenses ? 

“His grievance із that the supply company charge him the same 
for businees purposes as they do private consumers. They have no 
rebate system, and he burns his maximum number of about 100 lights 
а аш for an average of five hours per day all the year 
round,” 


„ „ With regard to the first question, there is nothing in any 
provisional order or special Act which has been before us pro- 
hibiting an arrangement of the nature suggested by our corre- 
spondent. It has been repeatedly pointed out in this column that 
the Electric Lighting Acte, whether private or public, are permis- 
sive only, aud do not entitle "undertakers" to interfere with 
anyone who chooses to generate electricity on his own premises and 
sell it to his neighbour. 

As to the second question, our correspondent's client and his 
neighbour can enter into whatever agreement they wish as to 
sharing the expense of an installation. | 


"С. Н. B." writes :—“ Thanking you for your answer to my query 
of last week, I shall also be glad if you will give the following infor- 
mation in next week's ELECTRICAL Review, viz, Is there any 
specified height which overhead wires are to be kept above the 
roadway in any Government regulations, &c. ? " 


„„ There ів no regulation as to the height of wires above streets 
in towns outside the Metropolis. We believe that the London 
Overhead Wires Act contains some regulations on the point, but it 
is obvious that the provisions of that statute do not affect our 
correspondent. In a case decided some years ago by the late 
Master of the Rolls, wires suspended at a height of 40 ft. above the 
roadway, were held to be no nuisance. 


" NICEEL " writes :—' I am a small wiring contractor, and I received 
a contract to wire some premises on the circuit of an electric supply 
company. ' 

“ Previous to starting the wiring, I, or rather my client through 
me, made application for the supply of energy. This was on 
December 18th or 19th, 1901. Onthe 24th of the same month my 
client. received a further agreement or application to sign, witha 
request that he should furnish the authorities with a sum of £3 as 
а deposit. This he immediately complied with, and a receipt for 
same was sent in due course by the authorities. 


“Does this not seem as if my client was accepted as a consumer ? 
I thought it did (as it is the first work I have done on this supply 
circuit), so I at once commenced operations, and wired the premises. 
After completion, I waited three or four days to see if the 
authorities would connect in the meantime, but they did not, so 
I wrote them, and in reply, I received the following letter :—' With 
reference to your application for a supply of current to.. Road, 
and your post card of the 2ud inst., I beg to inform you that we 
have no mains nearer than about 117 yards from the premises in 
question. It will therefore be impossible for us to make this 
connection, unless you are prepared to pay for laying mains in this 
strect, for everything over 60 ft., which is the limit of distance we 
can carry the supply free.'— Yours faithfully, &c. 

"I wish to know :—(a) whether my client ought to have been 
notified in the first instance of the inability of the company to 
supply? (+) whether there is any remedy open to me for the in- 
convenience and expense to which I have been put ? " 


„*„ As to the first question put by our correspondent, we are of 
opinion that, since the premises in question are not situate within 
50 yards of the distributing main, the undertakers are not bound to 
supply the occupier. This seems to be quite clear from Clause 27 
of the Schedule tothe Electric Lighting Clauses Act, 1899. It was, 
therefore, open to the company to have refused to comply with the 
occupier's request. 

As to the agreement or application of December 24th, referred 
to in the contractor's Jetter, presumably this was merely, a form of 
application for supply (and this presumption is supported by the 
company's letter) In that case, we fail to see how the compauy | 
сап be held to have gone so far as to accept the occupier аза 
consumer. They must of course return the deposit. This being the 
position of the parties, it is hard to sec how the company should 
have straightway notified the occupier that any communication 
between their main and his premises would have to be established 
at the expense of the occupier, save for the first 60 ft. from the 
main, for which distance they are bound under Clause 27 (ubi supra) 
to communicate free. 

As to the second question, it appears to us that the contractor has 
acted on a too hasty assumption, and at his own risk ; and that there 
is no remedy against the company for the expense to which he has 
been put. | 


DINNER OF THE INSTITUTION OF 
JUNIOR ENGINEERS. 


- 


THE 17th annual dinner of this Institution was held on Saturday 
last, at the Hotel Cecil, the president, Sir John Jackson, presiding. 
Among the guests were Admiral Sir E. К. Fremantle, G.C B.; 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir W. F. Butler, K. C. B.; the Hon. Thomas E. Faller, 
Agent-General for Cape Colony ; Sir A. R, Binnie; Sir John Murray, 
K.C.B.; Mr. C. Hawksley, President of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, and others. 

After the usual interval, the President proposed the.Loyal toas 
and the three services. In reply Admiral Fremantle commended 
the proposed amalgamation of the executive and engineering 
branches of the service, and vigorously advocated a stronger navy, 
which, he said, is both a link with the colonies and an insurance for 
our commerce. | 

General Butler, replying for the regular and volunteer forces, 
said the army needed no one to apoiogixe for it aud no one to 
praise it; its most eloquent speech was silence. With the Duke of 
Wellington, it relies on its past record and “doesn’t care a 
tuppenny dam for whatever may be said agaiust it.” 

Sir John Murray, proposing “Our Dominions Across the Seas,” 
regarded the colonials as “ dynamic,“ the home folks as “static,” 
advocated а ministry of junior engineers, aud relapsed into poetry. 

The Hon. Thomas E. Fuller, in his reply, carried the meeting 
with him ; his text was * Freedom," which he said was the great 
bond which unites the Empire. The Cape had always given “fair 
play and freedom” to all races, and following the same principles 
he was most hopeful as to a speedy settlement after the war. 

Sir A. R. Biunie was culled upon to propose "Improvements іп 
Passenger Transit," and gravely told us that the horse was doomed ; 
that the overhead trolley would not be allowed in London; that 
“tubes " had their advantages; that the restrictions imposed upon 
automobiles should be removed; and tbat a better means of storing 
electricity was badly needed; all of which has been common 
knowledge for months—-nay, years. 

Mr. F. S. Pilling, in a neat reply, complained of the obstructions 
placed by municipalities in the way of comprehensive tramway 
schemes, and gave, we think, rather too much support to the over- 
done statement that America is vetting the cream of the work. 
Was, we admit, but not is. 

Mr. Hawksley toasted the Т.Ј.Е. in complimentary terms, and in 
reply, Mr. Percival Marshall acknowledged the debt of the Institu- 
tion to the Institution of Civil Engineers, recounted recent successes 
of Junior Engineers (опе of whom was admitted full member of 
the- Civil Engincers without passing through the intermediate 
stages), and described the endeavours which are being made to 
promote greater sociability between the members, 

During the evening Mr. Sidney Anning, Mr. Kenneth Gray, 
and Mr. Geo. Bullock entertained the company with songs and 
sketches, and Mr. T. E. Gatehouse gave violin solos. The function 
wound up as usual with “ Auld Lang Syne.” 
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A NEW TELEGRAPH STEAMER, 
SS. “VIKING.” 


Ir is now nearly 30 years since Messrs. Mitchell & Walker, of 
Newcastle, were asked by Hooper's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., 


DOUBLE Сомвіхвр PICKING-UPJAND)PaYING-OUT,MACHINE. 


to build the first steamer for Jaying and repairing telegraph cables. 
The result was a steamer of 4,935 tons gross tonnage, we believe the 
largest cargo boat, with the exception of the Great Eastern Steam. 
ship, built up to that date, though now surpassed by others built for 
the same purpose, notably the Anglia, owned by the Telegraph 
Construction Company, Limited. 

The main features in the ss. Hooper were the three circular 
cable tanks, 50 ft. in diameter and 30 ft. deep, which were 
large enough to carry a cable of sufficient length to bridge 
the Atlantic from Ireland to Nova Scotia. A two-bladed 
propeller driven by compound engines furnished the motive power, 
and а special pair of engines were erected to drive, by means 
of a wire rope, a propeller in the stern of the vessel placed in a line 
with the keel in order to make the manceuvring of the ship 
possible without working the main engines and helm; but the wire 
rope was not a success, and in tbe вв. Faraday, built within a few 
months of ss. //ooper, the control was effected by means of twin 
screws, now universally adopted for the larger steamships. The 
latest telegraph cable laying and repairing steamer ss. Ji iny, 
built to the order of the Amazon Telegraph Company, arrived in 
the Thames some two weeks ago, and has 
been taking cable from Messrs. Hooper's 
Works in the Millwall Docks. Though 
the tonnage is small, the steamer has been 
fitted with three cable tanks, two being 
30 ft. in diameter, and being intended for 
cable work on the River Amazon, has been 
designed to carry a heavy load on a light 
draught, and every precaution bas been 
taken to meet the unpleasantness of the 
tropical climate. 

The cable machinery has been manu- 
factured by Messrs. Johnson and Phillips, 
of London and Old Charlton, under contract 
with ihe shipbuilders, Messrs. Sir W. G. 
Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Limited, of 
Newcastle. 

It comprises a double combined picking- 
up and paying-out machine with bow and 
stern gear, dynamometers, leads, bell- 
mouths, crinolines and bauling gears, all 
of which embody the makers’ up-to-date 
improvements for the rapid and efficient 
working of the cable. The double com- 
bined machine, which we illustrate, is made 
in accordance with Messrs. Johnson and 
Phillips's latest patents, and is designed to 
pick up under a strain of 20 tons at jj 
the rate of half a knot, another speed 1 
of 2 knots being provided at which the 
machine is capable of picking up under 
a strain of 5 tons. It comprises two 
absolutely complete machines with two 
double-cylinder engines, the two machines being built on three 
frames, and so arranged, with all actuating apparatus brought to the 
after cod of the machine, that the machines can be controlled 
entirely from one position, and under general conditions of 
ae by one man. The machine embodies many special 

eatures :— 


1. Two separate machines, which may be worked independently 
of one another or in combination. 

2. Two engines, so arranged that either or both may work cither 
or both machines, thus covering all possible combinations, and 
allowing the port engine to work the starboard machine or the 
starboard engine to work the port machine, which would be advan- 
tagcous in case of a breakdown of one or the other. Usually one 
engine would be sufficient for all ordinary work; there is thus the 
advantage of running onc small engine at a 
high efticiency instead of one larger engine 
at low efficiency. 

3. All actuating apparatus for steam 
stop valves, drain cocks, reversing gears, 
main brakes, speed gear wheels, wheel- 
shifting gear, clutches, holding-back gear 
brakes, free-wheel gear, traversing gears, &c., 
taken to the after end of the machine, so 
that the machine can be controlled com- 
pletely and absolutely from one position. 

4. Hauling-off" and "'holdiug-back" 
gears are provided both fore and aft of 
.the machines, enabling the working of the 
cable direct from tanks both forward and 
aft of the gear without having any awkward 
leads or turns for the cable. 

5. These gears are provided with free- 
wheel driving arrangements, allowing the 
sheaves to run free, controlled by the brake 
(when paying out), but automatically driven 
immediately the machine is reversed for 
hauling back. 

6. A friction driving arrangement is also 
provided to obviate the risk of breaking 
the gear teeth and of tearing the serving 
off large cables due to the gear trying to 
haul the cable off the drum at a faster 
speed than the drum is delivering it. 

7. Screw-traversing gear is provided for 
traversing the “ holding-back ” sheave with 
its jockey gear and cable guide across the 
face of the drum for inside or outside 
lead while the machine is running. 

8. The holding-back gears are provided with screw brakes with 


adjusting nuts ёс prevent the brakiog power being increased 


inadvertently after once being released. The brake straps are 
suspended so as to release equally around the brake wheel. 

9. When not required for “ hauling-off" purposes, the driving 
wheels of these gears inay be completely disconnected from the 
main machine by sliding an intermediate wheel out of gear, thus 
avoiding any rattle. 

10. The drums are arranged to run loose on the shaft, thus enabling 
the shaft to be made a fixture and attached permanently to the 
frames, forming a very rigid structure. 

11. The brake rings and the large gear wheels are combined with 
the drum, thus relieving the shaft of all torsion. 

12. Another advantage of the drum running loose on the shaft, is 
that when paying out is being carried on without thc engine, the 
drum ів the only part of the machine (beyond the “ holding-back " 
gear) which is running. 

13. A fixed lubricator is provided on the end of the shaft so that 
the drum bush can be lubricated while it is running. 

14. The main brakes are actuated by band wheels through the 


VIEW|YROM AFTER END OF MACHINE. 


medium of worm gearing, thus allowing of exceedingly fine adjast- 
ment for paying-out, with enormous power for holding when 
picking-up, and that with extreme case of manipulation. 

15. The brake screw is provided with a safety adjustment lock 
which (after being set for any desired straiu? prevents the strain from 
being increased inadvertently after the brake has been released. 


— 
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16. The brake strap is suspended by spring attachments ensuring 
the strap releasing equally all round the drum and thus making the 
action of the brake more delicate. i 

17. A water-service pipe, with connection to a pump, is attached 
to tke back of the brake strap with nozzles at intervals between the 
brake blocks, thus directing water immediately on to the face cf the 
brake drum all round its periphery. І 

18. А clutch is provided on the second motion shaft enabling the 
power of the two brakes to be brought to bear on either drum, thus 
securing very ample brake power for any emergency. 

19. All main gearing is of steel, and all wheels are arranged во 
that when not required for driving they can be moved out of gear so 
as to avoid undue rattle. 

20. The teeth of all the wheels are specially shaped so that they 
may be put into gear or be taken out of gear while the macbhire is 
working at moderate speed. 

21. A clutch is provided on the first motion shafts to couple both 
together when both engines are required on one gear, or when а 
cross drive from port to starboard, or vice versd, is required. А 
clutch is provided on the second motion shafts to couple the drums 
or brakes together. 

22. Special clutches are provided to take the bevel wheels out of 
gear with the engine pinions readily, and yet to take the thrust of 
the bevel gear etliciently when in gear. 

23. There are inside and outside fleeting knives to each drum 
actuated by worm gear and hand wheels. The drums are 5 ft. 54 in. 
diameter x 17 in. wide between the flanges. The space occupied 
by the machine is 16 ft. x 13 ft., and the total weight is 25 tons. 

The bow gear has three sheaves 4 ft. 3 in. ia diameter, each 
complete with cast-iron whiskers, and carried in bearing blocks on 
steel girders built into the ship; arrangements are made so that each 
sheave can be lubricated while it is running. 'The stern gear has 
one sheave 3 ft. 2 in. in diameter fitted similarly to the bow gear. 

The dynamometers are of Johnson & Phillipss improved type 
with a special provision of internal spring, enabliug them to register 
very low strains as well as the higher strains without the need of 
adding or removing weights which is usually experienced. 

Sheave leads are provided as span wheels at each side of the 
dynamometers, but the general leads from the tanks to the cable 
macbine consist of opening bellmouths carried on cast-iron columns 
making a very neat job, effectually confining the cable, and yet 
allowing it to be released readily when desired. 

The tanks are provided with the necessary crinolines, and with 
opening bellmouths (carried on steel girdcrs) for leadiug the cable 
to and from the cable machine. ! 

A haulinggear is provided for turning-over purposes, arranged 
to work by hand, or to be driven by rope messengers from the 
ship's wincbos. 

Our illustrations are two views of the double combined 
picking-up and paying-out machine as taken at Messrs. Johnson 
and Phillipss works, directly after the very satisfactory trial 
made under steam in the presence of Mr. G. Keith, of the Amazon 
Telegraph Company, Limited, Mr. George Thompson, their con- 

` sultiug engineer, and Mr. A. Gulston, representing Messrs. Sir W. G. 
Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Limited. 

The steamer will take 50 knots of 5-ton cable and some heavy 
shore end cable and will proceed to Para to replace the old repairing 
steamer of the same name.  Messrs John Thompson & Son have 
superintended the building and fitting out of the ss. J'i&ing for the 
Amazon Telegraph Company, Limited. 


REVIEWS. 


Protection: the Views of a Manufacturer, 
London: Eyre & Spottiswoode. 1901. 


Mr. Byng has made in this work a determined attack 
on the strongholds of Free Trade. He is a manufac- 
turer, and. most manufacturers are. unable to bear with 
equanimity the importation of commodities which they 
would like to manufacture themselves. He therefore argues 
as others argued aforetime, that the prosperity of the nation 
depends upon himself and those with similar interests, and 
he proposes not to rest content with writing a book, but to 
open an office for the purpose of obtaining and disseminating 
information wherewith to continue an agitation which he 
has so much at heart. His book contains ample evidence 
that he has investigated the subject from the carlicst times. 
The examples of Simon de Montfort, who, in the thirteenth 
century, forbade any cloth to be worn that was not cf 
English make; and of Richard II., who ordained that the 
export of British goods should be restricted to British 
vessels, are. quoted, as we gather, for commendation. The 
fact that Edward IV. placed restrictions on the importation 
of many articles of foreign manufacture in response to the 
representations made to him that considerable injury was 
being done to English trade “ by the importation of foreign 
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goods of better quality and workmanship,” is apparently 
suggested аз а precedent which Edward VII. might appro- 
priately follow. 

But “the utter callousness of the present-day Free 
Trader" із а source of sadness to the author of “ Protec- 
tion.“ He thinks they might be compared to. the old 
Spanish inquisitors, who cried: “For the glory of the 
church I have killed another heretic.’ And this he para- 
phrases by the mouth of the free trader: ** For the glory of 
the free trade principle I have killed another British 
industry." The quotation suggests to the reviewer that 
Mr. Byng's studies in free trade are akin to the agnostic’s 
study of the Bible—not for enlightenment, but to support a 
pre-conceived hypothesis. And we may as well at once warn 
any ardent free traders that it will be perfectly useless for 
them to indulge in any argument with Mr. Byng. They are 
condemned beforehand. Such phrases as the following are 
not infrequent :—“ Does this really involve a hardship on 
the home consumer? І say No. То maintain that it does 
is mere sophistry” (p. 12). Or again: The whole of the 
argument advanced by a free trader is a poor and weak 
apology for reasoning " (p. 13). 

Though there are not wanting indications that the early 
free traders were, in the author's opinion, misguided indi- 
viduals, the first chapter recognises that from 1816 to 1875, 
free trade was productive of unalloyed good. From’ 1876 
to 1900 it was a case of six of one and half a dozen of the 
other, whilst from 1901 to 1912, free trade is going to be 
absolutely detrimental to the interests of the nation, 
without any qualifying advantage whatever. Апа it is this 
record of the past, and prophecy for the future, which 
Mr. Dyng undertakes to. demonstrate in remaining chapters, 
although we have not yet grasped the governing causes for 
the arbitrary selection of the dates which have been mentioned 
for the see-saw of advantage and disadvantage. However, 
one of the main points is the demolition of the Free Trade 
theory that in à Free Trade country manufactured articles 
can be produced cheaper than in a protected country. “ This 
law is untrue,” says the author, and not only so, but the 
contrary is the fact; “а manufacturer in a protected country 
can manufacture at a cheaper rate than a manufacturer in a 
Free Trade country." | 

The proof is a consideration of the cost of manufacture of 
a definite article in quantity whercby the cost is reduced in 
proportion to the quantity manufactured. ‘The principle is 
unquestionably sound up to a point, but the author scems to 
confound the large output of one manufacturer with the out- 
put of a whole country. The distinction needs to be more 
carefully drawn. In protected countries the protection is 
against ourselves. Internal competition may, aud does, 
exist, Whore it does exist the commodity must be in very 
considerable demand before any individual foreign manu- 
facturer can have a predominance over a manufacturer in 
another country. Where it does not exist the manufacture 
must be protected by patent laws or by a combination of 
manufacturers. In all countries patent laws have a time 
limit, and the efficiency of **combines" as mediums of 
economical manufacture has yet to be determined. The 
element of large output is in its favour, but the 
process of combination in manufactures is comparatively 
new, and time may develop features of weakness only yet 
dimly discerned. Mr. Byng feels, like so many others in their 
individual experience, the disadvantage which results from the 


> 


free ingress of goods of foreign manufacture, representing as 


they allege the surplus produce of the foreign manufacturers’ 
home market. Не calls England * the dumping ground of 
the world." Now, “dumping ground” we understand to 
be equivalent to those“ desirable building sites," or other 
plots, upon which the owner places a notice that * rubbish 
may be shot here." Mr. Byng doubtless thinks that the 
foreign rubbish being shot in this particular.spot is highly 
objectionable, but the owner of the ground, anxious to level 
up his plot, considers that he has acquired a benefit, and 
we are afraid the much-maligned free trader would argue 


that if the Engiish consumer obtains for nothing, or next to 


nothing, something for which the foreign consumer has to 
pay heavily, the English consumer is better off in the 
application of the article of consumption or use than the 
foreign consumer. If it should happen that the English 
manufacturer of the identical article is momentarily incon- 
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venienced, he will, unquestionably, in time participate in the 
benefits of the subsequent distribntion of the acquired-for- 
nothing, or next-to-nothing, wealth. 

But protection of manufactures by import duties is not 
the only change advocated by the author of “ Protection." 
Our patent laws, he thinks, should be amended, so as to 
encourage manufactures instead of, as now, to give protec- 
tion without any obligation to manufacture in our home 
market. As examples, Mr. Byng instances the telephone. 
The patents on the receiver and transmitter, he says, were 
purchased by а company. Instruments were made in con- 
siderable numbers in London, Woolwich, Manchester, 
Halifax, Darlington, &c.," and how were the manufacturers 
treated? “The gratitude of the country for the starting 
of a new trade was shown by the passing of lawyers’ letters, 
the issue of writs, and the serving of injunctions . . . . 
and respectable men, such as Mr. Dale, an electrician, trading 
in Ludgate Hill, were actually put in prison for having 
manufactured a few telephones.” 

When it is remembered that the instruments referred to 
were manufactured in defiance of patents granted by the 
State, it is difficult to understand how anyone can refer to 
* the gratitude of the country " for infringing the country’s 
own laws. Again, it is unfortunately true that“ е manu- 
facture of a few telephones " led to the imprisonment of one 
or more infringers, but legal students do not need reminding 
that imprisonment for infringement of patent, like imprison- 
ment for debt, is only possible when the Courts of the 
Country are treated with contempt. Pursuance in a policy 
of manufactnre in defiance of the Courts’ decision is 
contempt of Court, and any such case very properly calls for 
punishment. If the punishment is one of imprisonment, it 
is because the Court is of opinion that it is a flagrant case. 
Again, Mr. Dyng says the company owning the patents 
„ made a show of manufacturing telephones by means of a 
subsidiary organisation in Farringdon Road, London, but, 
for the reasons which I have already explained, the attempt 
was a failure.” Не further complains that his repeated 
applications to Mr. Morgan, the then manager of the United 
Telephone Company, for a license to manufacture telephones 
were refused, though he cffered to pay a heavy royalty. 
Here, again, fome explanation is required. Mr. Morgan or 
the United Telephone Company had no power to confer a 
license to manufacture. They had already disposed of the 
manufacturing rights to the Consolidated Company, which was 
not a subsidiary,” but an independent, organisation, which 
had given valuable consideration for the manufacturing rights 
transferred toit. The instance selected by Mr. Byng seems, 
therefore, somewhat unfortunate, since the patents were 
exploited by manufacture. 

Nevertheless, it is not to be assumed that we consider 
Mr. Byng's suggestion for compulsory manufacture an 
unreasonable one to put forward for argument. But it 
requires arguing from an entirely different standpoint. The 
difference between English and Continental patent laws is, 
that whilst England protects brains without restriction, 
Continental countries only protect brains when the brains 
give employment to hands within their own borders. Which 
is the more profitible in the long run would nced careful 
investigation, and especial care to avoid conclusions from 
apparently strong cases limited in number, Meantime we 
must consider that the protection of brains, if occasionally 
disadvantageous, is, under any circumstances, the bighest 
kind of policy, and, like honcsty, is usually found to be the 
best policy. 

We may return to the general question of manufacture 
where no patent protection exists; As a manufacturer, Mr. 
Byng's own experience is of value. IIe relates a case of a 
manufacture lost to this country and found by protectionist 
Germany, In 1895 he was asked to take np the manufacture 
of a new kind of tube. Tt was invented in America. There 
were no “Valid рс” to restrict its mannfacture. An 
American offered to provide the m. chincry specially designed 
for manufacturing the tubing, The local manufacturer was 
to build a factory and the combined investors were to share 

le profits. A similar effer was mace toa Perlin firm. Mr. 
Bing declined, end the Balin firm accepted. Mr. 
Byng declined because. be realised. that the English 
manufacture would be subject to the competition of 
both Germany and America; and, as а result, 


the new industry went to Germany and was lost to England, 
which, nevertheless, buys large quantities from Berlin. We 
do not wish to question Mr. Byng’s commercial acumen. 
His decision to decline the offer was possibly quite right, but 
the inference drawn from it seems to be too wide. There 
are, presuinably, other kinds of tubing than the one referred 
to. If the Berlin manufacturer is selling at a lower price 
than Mr. Byng would have done, the consumer is surely 
obtaining seme benefit, and local manufacturers of other 
kinds of tubing are put upon their mettle to produce a 
cheaper, and, perhaps, superior article. Our view in this 
may be entirely wrong, but weare not aware that the market 
for electrical tubing is monopolised by German manufac- 
turers, and we believe that the tubing of English manufac- 
ture does not need a protective duty for its support. 

Whilst we have selected some of Mr. Byng’s theories for 
comment, we cannot pursue them all, and whilst in those 
selected for comment, our conclusions are inclined to be 
adverse to his, we do not wish it to be assumed that there 
are no portions of his book with which we agree. The 
appearance of this book is a sign of the times. We regard 


-16 as inevitable that the minds of manufacturers under the 


recent writings of the daily Press should turn to protection 
as affording a happy issue from all their troubles. We may 
expect that other manufacturers will follow Mr. Byng’s 
lead. We think that it would be well in such cases for 
them to give the public the benefit of their individual 
experiences without inference or exaggeration. The utility 
of Mr. Byng's work for the purpose he had in view, is greatly 
impaired by a lack of definiteness on questions of fact 
on subjects in which the public might have regarded him as 
an authority. Mr. Byng is very irate with the Government 
for ‘strengthening the monopoly which Americans hold in 
telephones," and adds that ** the balance of the £2,000,000 
voted by Parliament, which is not sunk underneath our 
London streets, is finding its way into the pockets of the 
American manufacturers" — In order that the iniquity of 
the Government may be properly measured, the pro- 
portion of *the balance" to the total needs to be indi- 
cated. ` 

In any discussion regarding our fiscal policy, pre- 
cision of statement is essential, and any lapse into 
exaggeration or the use of general terms tending to 
prejudice is distinctly detrimental to a proper solution. 
It is not sufficient to commence a chapter on“ Facts" with 
а reference to the newspapers ; it is not suflicient to answer 
the question: Are we (the nation) running into debt?“ 
by giving “the opinion of a stockbroker’’; or “ Are we 
extending our shipping?“ by repeating the conversation of 
“a shipowner.” Such subjects are unquestionably within 
the realm of experts, but the expert statistician is an 
important element in the combination. 

But we must stop, There isa mine of wealth for argu- 
ment aud analysis in Mr. Dyng's book, as our readers will 
find for themselves. We will conclude with one further 
extract :— Do we invite the foreign inventor and manu- 
facturer to settle, and build, and work in our country, to 
teach our workmen, to pay our taxes, to enrich our nation ? 
Do we protect him, foster him, tempt him with bounties and 
subsidies? Do we give him rewards and privileges, as our 
forefathers have done—as America and other nations do 
to-day ^" And Mr. Byng answers: We do not! On 
Ше contrary, we bribe him to stay away. We open our 
markets to him so that he may concentrate проп one spot 
abroad all his big undertakings, and reduce his average 
expenses and increase his profits. We give him cheaper 
frei¢hts and handicap against him our own manufacturers.“ 
But is there no other answer to these questions? It is true 
we do not invite, but we give a cordial welcome to all. We 
do not protect the foreign manufacturer who settles amongst 
us with bounties and subsidies. We do net offer him arti- 
ficial supports tending to enervate his system, but we give 
him the protection of the fairest laws and foster his enterprise 
by placing at his disposal the products of the freest trade. 
And we give him the rewards and privileges which his works 
and merits may call forth. And із it true that he stays 
away 2 Are there not innumerable instances to the contrary ? 
We do not share Mr. Byng's anxicties for his adopted 
country, but we recognise that the moment is a trying one 
for many manufacturers. There is unquestionably a danger 
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that the leaninga of the moment and the wishes of the few 
may be magnified beyond their real value; but it was said 
half a century ago by an official of the State that “ many 
persons persuade themselves that the life and well-being of 
a State are something like their own fleeting health and 
brief prosperity. . But the State will bear much 
killing. It has outlived many generations of political 
prophets—and it may survive the present ones.” 


Science Abstracts. Edited by W. R. Cooper, M.A., B. Sc., 
Vol iv., 1901. London: E. & Е. N. Spon, Limited. 
Price 248, | 


The arrival of the Index reminds us that the fourth 
volume of & ince Abstracts із now complete. It contains 
2,506 abstracts and references, which are as usual accom- 
panied by a full index of authors’ names and subjects, as 
well as by a supplementary index of works and installations 
dealt with. Over 130 journals aud periodicals, representing 
the scientific and technical literature of all civilised nations, 
have come under review. The value of the work is un- 
doubted, and it is cumulative, for with each volume the 
record becomes more complete and a longer period is 
covered. 

Having successfully established the publication on a 
sound and lasting basis, Mr. W. R. Cooper now retires from 
the editorship which he has so well performed. He is 
succeeded by Mr. G. W. de Tunzelmann, who, we hope, will 
be equally successful. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY v. SUBMARINE 
CABLES. | 


IIT. 


A CORRESPONDENT writing to us on “ Wireless Telegraphy ” 
commences in this wise:—*' The opinions of well-known 
engineers on the subject reminds one very much of the 
opinions of eminent men with regard to the first steam 
engines. Some said to travel through the air (sic) at the 
rate of 20 miles an hour would mean death, while others 
declared that in a few years’ time horses would no longer be 
required. Now weare trying to get to 200 miles an hour, 
while railway companies are the largest owners of horses,” 
It would be interesting to learn the names of those eminent 
men who thought that travelling ‘through the air’ at 20 
miles an hour spelt death, when they must have known that 
horsemen had from time immemorial rushed *through the 
air’ at that same rate if hard pressed, or when racing. Fur- 
thermore, he says: — If Mr. Marconi has the brains to 
discover the means of transmitting a message across the 
Atlantic, it can be taken for granted that he will not be long 
before he overcomes all the other difficulties mentioned. 
How far cable companies’ shares will be affected by wireless 
telegraphy time alone will show. To compare the present 
position of the cable companies with the gas companies on 
the advent of electric lighting is absurd, as the cable com- 
panies have not the same facilities the gas companies had of 
opening out in new directions when they found the electric 
light would seriously compete with gas. To-day heating 
and power would keep the gas companies independent of any 
lighting. What would the cable companies do if their cables 
were no longer required for transmitting messages? What- 
ever is said, nothing can minimise the importance of the new 
telegraphy, which is bound to affect and seriously compete 
with the cable companies, although there is not the slightest 
doubt that there is plenty of room for both systems, and, аз 
а rule, competition does more good than harm; the cable 
companies will be well advised to bestir themselves to 
improve their systems. Many things are possible with wires 
for conductors that never will be possible with Hertzian 
waves. 


These comments, on the face of them, appear to be directed 
against the submarine cable; but did one ever see such 
blowing of hot and cold with the same breath? 

The remark anent the cquine race goes to show that 
cables will multiply, notwithstanding etheric transmission 
of messages; the question as to what the cable companies 
would do if their lines were no longer required for trans- 
mitting of messages is answered by our correspondent him- 
self, who tells us that there is room for both, and that cables 
are capable of many things which Hertzian waves cannot 
accomplish. 


From his own showing, there is more in the cable than 


was ever dreamt of in man's philosophy; for, from experi- 
ments made by our correspondent a few years ago, he believes 
it to be quite within the ragge of possibility that whole 
sheets of printed matter can be transmitted over a cable as 
quickly as words are transmitted at the present day. Un- 
fortunately, he could not afford the time to continue his 
experiments, and the world must wait for someone from 
America, or the Continent, as our correspondent feelingly 
suggests, with the idea all worked out, “as there appears 
more encouragement given to research abroad than in 
England." 

The cable companies have one consolation left. Our 
informant does not think there are so many difficulties to 
overcome to attain the above-mentioned object as Marconi will 
have to contend with in perfecting his wireless telegraphy. 
The holders of cable stock may therefore take heart of grace, 
"for it would be as unreasonable for those possessing shares 
in our railway companies to hurriedly sacrifice their holdings 
because M. Santos-Dumont has succeeded in steering his 
navigable air-ship around the Eiffel Tower, and promises 
still more startling excursions. 

We will now proceed with the opinions of the experts who 
have so readily placed their views at our disposal, and add 
to those published in our second article the following caustic 
comments from the pen of Mr. Mervyn O'Gorman :— 

* [n glorifying recent wireless results it has been stated 
that to signal across the Atlantic implies the detection by 
coherer relay of 1 10!* watt as compared to 1,109 watt for 
ordinary relays ; this may be, but we must remember that a 
spark transmitter, even when the coil is supplied with only 
14 amperes at 12 volts, may (us ably shown by A. A. C. 
Swinton) during the short period of a spark be working at 
the rate of some hundred H.P., and therefore the rate of 
working in a distant synchronous circuit need not follow an 
inverse square law, though the energy received may be 
extremely small, and may even follow that law. 

* The present scare among ‘submarine’ shareholders has 
probably no relation to the sensitiveness of the Marconi 
apparatus. It arises from a sensitiveness which is far more 
pernicious to their own interests—namely, the self-conscious 
gensitiveness of ignorance. For, in fact, scientific men are 
not generally moneyed, and moneyed men not generally 
scientific; had they been so they would have seen that the 
discovery and development of a relay of amazing delicacy 
promises more profit to the submarine cable companies than 
it does to anyone else. Fortunately for them the dramatic 
form of direct competition which Mr. Marconi has taken 
may be expected to result in some movement. Large, 
sluggish, and prosperous commercial bodies tend to reach a 
placid dividend-paying but sodden state. It is never easy 
to know when permanent stagnancy has been reached, 
because even the pool of Much-Money-Got is liable to be 
stirred by the angelic hand of More-Money-Getting. We 
can ask ourselves, however, whether the world has been 
stirred by the published results of experiments on dielectrics, 
made or endowed by the cable companies. Have we any 
elaborate experiments on high-speed signalling such as were 
reported to us by Herr Lasche, of the A.E.G., on high-speed 
railways? Have Heaviside's, Price's, Thompson's, Lodge's 
or Pupin’s careful and sometimes ponderous workings and 
results received experimental examination at the hands of the 
submarine companies, or has a sublime refusal of the use of 
the cables to tne possible advancement of the world been 
given in view of the less speculative returns of 1s. a word ? 

** Electric science is so much interlocked that telegraphy 
із no more likely to be damaged by coherers than it was by 
telephones, and good management will make of these enemies 
a footstool. Overland the simultaneous telephone and tele- 
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graph has established its utility,” and adds to the value of 
telegraphic installations by increasing their possible output. 
Oversea the difficulties from interference between signalling 
stations is far greater than the difficulty of getting better 
submarine results from the present state of knowledge. Ask 
any scientific telegraphist whether it is more likely that the 
Marconi Company will attain to the present duplexed cable 
speeds, the present certainty and the present secrecy, or that 
the present cable speeds will be doubled with cables them- 
selves ? 

„In answering he will consider the following points :— 

“1. That the directing or focussing of signals is quite ав 
important in the competition and more difficult than tuning. 

* 2. That tuning can only be effected within a certain 
percentage of accuracy, say, 20 per cent. (which appears 
liberal), thereby allowing ouly five simultaneous signals to be 
issued anywhere within the range or cone of a receiver. 

“3. That the signals from the multitude of steamers and 
lightships or across the French and Irish Channels and the 
North Sea, not to speak of uncontrollable experimenters on 
shore who have adopted no particular ‘note,’ but issue what, 
in the world of ether waves most corresponds to a noise, is 
not limited as to number, 

“4. That the coherer may itself be of great use to sub- 
marine work. 

“ [n conclusion, the wircless telegraph experiments сап do 
nothing but good to the public, scientific and commercial ; 
and if among these good results there is to be found the 
development of а highly-paid department of physicists 
supported jointly or severally by the cable companies, it is 
fairly likely that they will draw more largely than anyone 
else upon the wealth-producing capacity of the coherer. On 
the other hand, if they follow the Newfoundland policy of 
eviction, or even if individual irresponsible shareholders play 
the game lower still by maliciously creating ether dis- 
turbances, it is sincerely to be hoped that the splash created 
by Marconi in the still depths of the submarine world will 
be followed by his final aud complete suppression of these 
undersea monsters. Underhand conduct from the companies 
is not any more likely than is supremacy or monopoly for 
Marconi." 

The following very lengthy communication is from 
M. Emile Guarini, already well known to our readers both 
as an inventor in the domain of wireless telegraphy, and as a 
contributor to the columns of the ELECrricaL REVIEW :— 

* According to the opinions expressed by learned men and 
persons more or less competent to express an opinion on the 
subject, with regard to Marconi's last attempts in trans-Atlantic 
wireless telegraphy, the signals registered by the Marconi 
apparatus at St. John’s, Newfoundland, may be attributed 
(1) to atmospheric electricity ; (2) to flashes of lightning 
in the distance ; (3) to certain wireless telegraphy stations 
оп the American Continent ; (1) to some vessel provided 
with wireless telegraphy apparatus passing near Newfound- 
land; (5) to practical joking; (6) to submarine cable 
signals ; (7) to the opening or closing of some electric 
circuit, bell, &c., in the vicinity of the station; (S) to an 
hallucination on the part of the watchers at Newfoundland 
(an hypothesis thought by many to be all the more feasible 
because the signals were received at the telephone) ; (9) to 
the station at Lizard Point. 

“Thus it is assumed by some that the signals did come 
from England. This being the case, it is not ill-timed to 
cousider what will be the fate of submarine cables in the more 
or less distant future. We know that the Anglo-American 
Telegraph Company gaincd a certain amount of notoriety at 
the time by interrupting Mr. Marconi’s experiments so 
Inopportunely. 

* According to the daily papers, the managing director of 
the Anglo-American Telegraph Company remarked con- 
temptuously :—* Our company will continue to manufacture 
cables just аз if Mr. Marconi’ did not exist Ате these the 
words of a person really convinced of the truth of what he 
asserts, or are they the last roars of a lion mortally 
wounded * Let us note in the first place thut when wireless 
tetegraphy does compete in earnest with submarine cables, 
the combat will be. mortal. The amounts involved in the 


* Van Rysselberghe’s Patent 323,239, U.S.A., July 23rd, 1885, 
also Beach aud Koseburgh’s Patent 212,433, U.S.A. 


industries connected with submarine telegraphy ате 
enormous, and this explains the implacable manner in which 
the cable companies oppose in every way the efforts of the 
pioneers of wireless telegraphy. According to а recent 
report of Sir J. Wolfe-Barry, of the Eastern Extension 
Company, there are throughout the world 200,000 
geographical miles of submarine cables, representing a sum 
of £41,000,000. 

* But can wireless telegraphy, even in a distant future, 
compete seriously with submarine cables ? Why not, if it 
becomes as practical as ordinary telegraphy ? For this to 
become possible, I think that the following desiderata must 
be definitely realiscd :— | 

* J. Communication to any distance, by means of relays, 
if necessary. I may remark that whereas in direct trans- 
mission the energy to be used at the transmitter, must 
increase in proportion to the square of the distance, in trans- 


mission by relays, it increases in proportion to the distance. 


Thus, if in order to communicate from Lizard Point to St. 
John's, Newfoundland, intermediate stations at Cape 
Finisterre and the Azores were used, the energy required for 
the transmission would be less than half that required for 
direct communication. 

“ And, again, two other very important considerations 
must be taken into account :—(a) The rapidity of the 
transmission with two relays would be greater than with 
direct communication, as is the case in lines of great capacity 
(from Paris to Bordeaux, for instance, with the Baudot 
system of relays) in ordinary telegraphy ; (0) the total cost 
of installation; the difficulties of maintaining the two 
extreme stations and the relay stations would be much less 
than those of the two extreme stations alone in the case of 
direct communication. | 

„2. The limitation of the space in which the electrical 
waves are propagated, this propagation being effected as 
surely as that of the current along the conducting wire in 
ordinary telegraphy. The metallic screens (Comples Rendus 
de U Académie des Sciences de Paris, Vol. схххі., pp. 540-541, 
No. 18, 1900), the Hertzian reflectors, the refractors, and, 
lastly, the plane surfaces and the sheaths (English patent 
1,555, January 24th, 1900), are examples of limitation and 
concentration of the electro-magnetic waves uscd in wireless 
telegraphy. 

* 3. Great speed of transmission, for instance, by means 
of the multiplex telegraphy already realised by Marconi and 
Mr. Slaby. 

“4. A very economical use of the energy employed 
effected by the concentration of the electric waves, and by 
the use of alternating or intermittent currents which sup- 
press the energy uselessly expended as light and heat in the 
spark, | 

*] have before my eyes a very interesting document. 
It is nothing less than a letter from the manaving 
director of a certain cable company, in which he 
criticises—in his own way, be it understood— wireless 
telegraphy. 

„Thus, asa beginning, he tells из: As the cost of the 
wire is comparatively small, I suppose the object of your 
efforts to establish communication without wires is to provide 
the public with a means of communication more rapid than 
those now in existence, viz., the telegraph and telephone.’ 
It was the intolerable slowness of the telegraph that brought 
about the adoption of the telephone, as it was also the 
intolerable slowness of the telegraph and the telephone that 
induced endeavours to find a still quicker means of communi- 
cation. Thus the cards are shuftled again, and motives are 
aitributed to usthat have never even been thought of. Who 
ever said that the object of wireless telegraphy is to com- 
municate more rapidly than with the ordinary telegraphy. 
The cost of the wire in ordinary telegraphy is comparatively 
small. Pardon, but comparatively to what? To wireless 
telegraphy ? 

„This is nonsense. In wireless telegraphy, the wire costs 
nothing, for there is none, whereas, in ordinary telegraphy, 
each kilometre of the line (single wire) costs on an average 
700 francs, and there are countries, like the Argentine 

tepublic, where it eosts from 1,000 to 1,500 francs, and 
others, like the Congo Free State (see M. Mahieu's pamphlet : 
‘Le Télegraphe et le Téléphone au Congo.) In submarine tele- 
graphy, which is of special interest to my correspondent, each 
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kilometre of submarine cable costs 


225,400,000 
200,000 x 1,852 


according to Sir J. Wolfe-Barry’s data. 

“ The advantage of wireless telegraphy consists in 
the suppression of the wire itself, which constitutes 
the most onerous part of a telegraph line. Thus, even 
admitting the figures 608 fr. per km., a cable between 
Lizard Point and St. John’ 8, Newfoundland—i.e., of a length 
of 3,350 km. (in reality it is much longer, since 3,350 km. 
is the distance in a straight line—on following the curve of 
the sea—whereas the cable lies on the undulating bottom of 
the sea, which is often several kilometres, nay, even tens 
of kilometres, deep)—would cost 608 x 3,350 = 
2,036,000 fr., whereas the two trans-Atlantic Marconi 
stations—which are the first that have been made for such 
long distances, and which will, no doubt, be considerably 
simplified shortly, have cost about 378,000 fr., or about one- 
fifth of the cost of the cable. 

“ And what abont the laying, testing, and maintenance of 
the cable, which items require ships constructed for the ser- 
vice alone? Апа when the cable breaks and the ship is 
Stopped ? In wireless telegraphy there are none of these 
drawbacks and additional expenses, as there is no line. 

“Then my correspondent, who shows himself very friendly 
to the writer, goes on as follows:—*'I wish you com- 


= 608 francs, 


plete success in your researches, but, at the same time, I- 


` should like you to know what can be done with ordinary tele- 
graphy, wilh a little energy, and to form a correct apprecia- 
tion of the instantaneousness of electricity even with wires. 
We are now transmitting, and have for several years been 
transmitting, messages between London and New York, 
(4,000 miles) by a simple duplex wire, and we cable at the 
rate of 600 messages an hour. These messages occupy from 
45 seconds to а minute the whole day long, and we have 
sent as many as 2,200 messages in 4 hours. With our vast 
experience in telegraphy, we are certain that this is the most 
rapid transmission in the world, and while wishing you 
success, we doubt very much whether wireless telegraphy will 
ever do as much.’ 

* It is not for us to cast the horoscope of wireless tele- 

graphy, but we will discuss what can be done now, after the 
remarkable, yes, undoubtedly remarkable, in spite of every- 
thing and every body experiments of Mr. Marconi. 

* 16 is not long since Mr. Marconi, and Mr. Slaby also, by 
rendering transmitters and receivers special as regards 
their electrical factors, so as to make the transmitters emit 
vibrations of a certain order, and to render the receivers 
sensitive to these vibrations only, succeeded in working 
10 transmitters connected with the same antenna. They 
each send their message to one only of the 70 receivers, 
placed side by side, and also requiring only one receiving 
antenna, or scattered in space. 

„Moreover, it is kuown—or if it is not known, we will 
make it known, or remind those who have forgotten—that 
the mean speed of transmission by wireless telegraphy is 
10 words a minute. Let us see what conclusions can be 
drawn from these poor 10 words а minute, supposing that 
the 10 transmitters and the 10 receivers thus syntonised are 
placed at London and New York, and are all 10 working at 
the same time. Each series of 10 transmitters, for instance, 
the London series can transmit to the corresponding series 
of 10 receivers at the other station—New York, for instance 
—100 words a minute, and 6,000 words an hour, or, reckon- 
ing 5 words per message, 1,200 messages an hour, or just 
double what my correspondent can do with his duplex cable. 
And, again, in his case, the messages can be transmitted in one 
direction only. If we could do what is not possible at 
present, but will shortly be, t.e., make the two double series 
of 10 apparatus work simultaneovsly, we should get 2,400 
messages an hour, /.e. ‚ Just four times what can be done with 
the duplex cable. 

“Tt is true that he also speaks of the absolute 
secrecy of ordinary telegraphy. Although this is not 
altogether borne out in practice De Wet is an instance in 
point—since it is only necessary to cut or tap the wire and 
put it into communication with the apparatus of the person 
who wishes to surprise the communication, as has been 
effected in South Africa, we will accept his statement, feeling 


that we have said enough. We will return to the subject 
when the fitting moment has arrived. [t is true that 
Marconi still owes us a decisive proof of his trans-Atlantic 
wireless communication, but, according to rumour, we shall 
not have to wait long for it. 

* However this may be, if trans-Atlantic communication 
without conducting wires has not yet been established, it 
will be, either directly or by means of intermediate stations, 
if not to-day, to-morrow. Some may contradict. this, but 
they cannot show that they are right. 

* Step by step, we shall succeed in accomplishing what, 
seven years ago, would have seemed a dream ; without wire, 
without any conductor, to send our thoughts ‘with lightning 
rapidity 7,000 km. And in the meantime wireless 
telegraphy, as Prof. Slaby said at the conference held by 
him at Kiel some months ago, will, in many cases, replace 
submarine telegraphy. Services between two points where 
the intercourse would be too limited to be remunerative with 
cables, or between two points where it is impossible, for 
instance, to lay a cable owing to the nature of the bottom of 
the sea, are undoubtedly applications reserved for wireless 
telegraphy. Perhaps it will also be found expedient to use 
wireless telegraphy whenever a new means of communication is 
required to a distance easily accessible by wireless telegraphy. 

* But there is another application of quite & special order, 
and not of a nature to excite the susceptibilities of sub- 
marine cable companies, who, moreover, ought to recognise, 


in this application at least, a faithful ally in telegraphy - 


through space. In fact, on several occasions, when the 
exigencies of the service are too great, and the existing 
cables are not sufficient, these companies have to face the 
alternative of laying another cable, which sometimes costs 
some millions of francs, or of paying an enormous price for 
& new apparatus capable of transmitting a few words more 
per minute. In such contingencies, it seems to me that if 
these companies would instal a supplementary service of 
wireless telegraphy, it could be used when all the cables are 
at work, or when any accidental breakage occurred in the 
cable, in which case all communication would be interrupted. 

“Tf, on the other hand, wireless trans-Atlantic com- 
munication has really been established, the- submarine cable 
companies must, in my humble opinion, look to their laurels, 
as the future looks very dark for them. In short, who can 
say that wireless telegraphy cannot make such advances—the 
long-distance problem being solved across the sea—as to 
compete actually and in earnest from all points of view with 
submarine cables? Му correspondent has said that 


humanity is always seeking something better, something new, - 


and requires it to be provided as economically as possible. 

Nothing is immovable in nature, everything is in process of 
transformation. Do we not see automobiles taking the place 
of animal traction, the horse being superseded by the elec- 
trical horse-power ? Happy are those who know how to 
accommodate themselves to the progress of the age instead of 
having recourse to bluster and recrimination. 

* Let us wait therefore and see which will prevail: 
ordinary telegraphy ‘or wireless telegraphy. However this 
may be, we hope with all our hearts with regard to sub- 
marine cables—those poor eels lying along the bottom of the 
sea—that the retreat will soon be sounded, and that they 
will go to enrich some museum of antiquities, already stocked 
with other electrical relics, the Pacinotti dynamo, the Volta 
pile, the chemical telegraph, and many other marvels justly 
celebrated in their day, but now possessing only a great 
historical value.“ 

We yield to no one in our admiration of Signor Marconi 
and his remarkable work, and Mr. Guarini's eulogy of the 
distinguished Italian does, infinite credit to the warmth of 
his nature, But Signor Marconi, as a great inventor, is one 
thing ; the exploiting of his discoveries is another. 

Mr. Guarini, however, when he discusses the possibilities 
of wireless telegraphy allows his imagination to run riot, as 
his reference to the desire of his heart plainly shows. More- 
over, it does поё appear certain whether he quite appreciates 
the fact that duplexing a cable is for the very purpose of 
enabling, and, of course, does enable, messages to be sent to 
and fro at the same time. 

He also mixes up land lines with cables in so delightfully 
confusing a manner that it is by no means easy to follow 
his arguments, 
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Still, we are not contending that wireless telegraphy 
may not go ahead by leaps and bounds; our efforts have 
been devoted to showing that the great depreciation in the 
shares of cable companies, duc, it is said, to Marconi's 
success, is utterly at variance with the true nature of the 
situation. | 

Mr. Marconi was recently entertained at dinner by the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers, and the post- 
prandial speeches give a kind of clue to the future. 

The illustrious inventor confessed that his trans-Atlantic 
experiments would have been continued but fur bad weather 
conditions. The submarine cable is indifferent to climatic 
influences ! | 

He referred to the claims of the Anglo-American Cable 
Company to the right over land and sea, and he spoke 
appreciatively of the action of the British Government, 
which, although claiming a monopoly of the telegraph, 
encouraged his experiments iustead of preventing them. 

He hoped that, at no very distant date, he would so 
perfect .his apparatus as to allow of communication across 
the ocean at small expense, as at present the cost of laying 
cables is so great, that the companies have to charge a high 
price for the service. | 

Wireless telegraphy, he said, would cheapen the cost very 
considerably, and do away with all cables and the charge 
for their maintenance, but Dr. Pupin, who knows, perhaps, 
as much as any of the American sarvn/s who took part 
in the discussion of the possibilities of both systems, stated 
with emphasis that he did not consider wireless telegraphy 
would ever prove sufficient of a competitor to submarine 
telegraphy to endanger the present investments in that 
industry. In this connection we may call the attention of 
our readers to the speech of Sir J. Wolfe Barry in our report 
of the Eastern Telegraph Company in our ** City" columns. 
Here endeth the third lesson ! 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрзои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


EGS. ‘ An improved fitting and reflector for carrying electric and other lamps 
and lights." C. M. StEap. January 13th. 

873. ‘ Improvements in electrical railways of the conduit or enclosed supply 
system.” J. MirLNEs. January 13th. 

914. An improved electric arc lamp for light-cure purposes.“ 
January l8th. (Complete.) 

918. Imnprovements in or relating to electrical measuring instruments.” 
R. S. WL. January 18th. 

919. Improvements in portable electrically-driven rotary ar paratus suitable 
for use as a rotary bair or other brush, and for grinding, polishing, cutting, and 
like purposes." J. A. CoLE. January 13th. 


R. Отто, 


947. An apparatus to give alarm by means of an electric bell in the event 
of a locomotive running past a signal at danger." B. J. Cures. January 14th. 

952. ''Improvements in means for upholding broken electrically-charged or 
‘live’ wires." W. Barnes, January l4th. ' 

993. “Improvements in or relating to telegraph and telephone wires." J, 
WowkERSLEY and G. W. WowEkRsLEY. January Mtb. 

999. ''Improverrents in electrically-controlled railway switches.” F. DE 
Pass. (The Cheatham Electric Switching Device Company, United States.) 
January l4dtb. Complete.) 

1.021. ‘Improvements in electric switches.“ W. H. CHIPPERFIELD and E. S. 
Cook. January Mth. 

1,027. “Improvements in and relating to electric railways.“ E. W. FARN- 
HAM. January l4th. (Complete.) 

1,078. “ Improvements in and relating to electric railways.” E. W. FARNHAM, 
January l4th. (Complete.) 

1,057. “Improvements in and relating to electric signal lamps and the like." 
H. D. Bartow. January l4th. 

1,001. “Improvements in or relating to telegraphic apparatus." F. G. 


CuLH and W. А, Covrsov, January Mth. 


1,067. “Improved covering for trolley pole base or tram top cover.“ E. 
DE:c.HTON. Jannary 15th. 
1,077. “Improvements іп а process and apparatos for the manufacture of 


white lead from pig lead by electro-chemical fus:on." Е. Burey and A. 


Chowtithe. January loth. 


1.078. Improcements in electrical railway signalling.“ E. WILFORD and 
G. W. TAxTLon. January löth. 

1.104. “Improvements in or relating to dynamo-electric machinery.“ A. B. 
Soak. January loth, 


1,126. “Improvements in methods of 
WassiLIEFt,. January loth. 


1136. “Improvements in lighting carbons.” 
Н. Vierra. January lth. (Complete. 


е 1,189. "Improvements in the manufacture and production of electric 
batteries of the kind known as dry batteries.“ II. W. Brounen. January loth. 

1,112. “Improved means for enabling a number of electric circuits nt a 
distance to be made ard broken periodically as required, the invention beng 
applicable to the operation of multirate or ordinary meters, are or incandes- 
cence lamps, transformers, demand indicators, and other apparatus.“ E, 
Scus11NER, January 15th. 


generating electiival energy." A. 


A. G, SIEMENS Bros, & Co. and 


a 
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1,161. "Improvements in and relating to electric signalling and telephonic 
communications with railway trains, electric lighting, and railway couplings.” 


J. Day. January 16th. 
1,2229. *' Improvements in telegraphs.” W. D. KILROY. January 16th. 
2,239. “Improved collector rings for electrical machines.” THE BRITISH 


WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC AND MANUFACTURING Company, LIMITED. (Communi— 
cated.) January 16th. 


1,239. “Electric fan for use in theatres 
January 16th. 

1,241. ‘Improvements in means for regulating the voltage in installations 
worked by alternating currents.“ L. G. Curva. January 16th. 


1251. “Improvements in and relating to electricity meters.“ W. M. MonDEY 
ard G. C. Fricker. January 16th. 


and other places." Н. AGHA. 


1.267. An invention for insulating metal covers for electric switches to 
prevent short circuits." G. Н. Вии KNELL. January. Lith. 

1,774. “Improvements in electrical transmitters and receivers.” T. D. 
Dunpas. January 16th. 


1,313. “Improvements in and relating to surface contact systems for clec- 
tric traction." A. Rast. January 16th. 


1,322. ‘Combination door knocker and electric alarm.“ J. GRIFFITHS. 
January 16th. 
1,343. “Improvements in electric foses.” CaLFNID PHS CABLE & Cox- 


sTavcTion COMPANY, LIMITED, and Н. Hastings. January 17th. 

1,351. “Ап improved process for purifying and bleaching liquids, more 
especially saccharine liquids, by eleetrie dialysis in conjunction with a halogen 
(chlorine)." О. SPILLEKN-SrirzeEr. January 10th. 

1,355. “Improvements in the construction of conduits for underground 
more especially intended for use in systems of underground electric traction.’ 
T. E. DEVONSHIRE. January 16tb. | 


1.402. Improvements in apparatus for operatirg the points of overhead 
electric tram wires.“ H. CorriNs and C. W. ColLINS. January 18th. 

1.417. A new or improved electric meter.” F. WYATT. January 17th. 

1,135. "Improved coupling joint or connection for electric wires and fittings.” 


M. RarLiNG and G, Н. Inr, January 17th. 


1,441, “Improvements in or relating to the means for adjusting or regulating 
the shades, retlectors, or sereens, employing in connection with adjustable or 
other electric lights, gas lights, and others for the purpose of concentrating and 
ditfusing the light therefrom in any desired or required direction, for the 
purpose of facilitating photography aud apparatus therefor.” N. 8. Kay. 
January 17th. 

1,446. “Improvements in automatically signalling by electricity between 
trains on railways, and braking and apparatus for that purpose.“ О. IMRAY. 
January 17th. (Communicated.) 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs, W. P. Thompson. 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W. O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps), 


1900. 


3,390. ‘Improvements ia or relatiag to typo-writing, typo-sotting, or analogous 
machines." H. Dundas and P. B. W. Kershaw. Dated February 21st, 1990. Relates 
to machines for use in connection with type-writers, linotype machines, type- 
composing machines, telegraphic apparatus, &o., or for perforating paper atrips 
for controlling typographic apparatus. i 


8,441. ''improvemeate in and relating to telephonio communication and 
signalling.” M. Byng and F. G. Bell. Dated February zist, 1900. Relates to an 
arrangement of apparatus for direct-call telephone systems and to fire alarm 
telegraph-call systems. The call box and connections are arranged as 


^ 


described in Specitication No. 2,350, A.D. 1899, except that the call post bell may . 


be shunted to prevent sparking. 


E 

8,481. ‘“‘improvements In and relating to resistances for eleotrio circuits." L. 
Newitt. Dated February 22nd, 1900. A liquid resistance has a movable hollow 
electrode constructed to float when lowered into the electrolyte, and to sink 
slowly as liquid passes into it through а small hole: when it is raised the l'quid 
may escape quickly through a number of holes, passivg a downwardly-opening 
flexible rubber flap valve. The holes are formed in a wooden portion in the 
cylindrical electrode, which also carries a buoyant ring. 


i 99 01 “ improvements ia eleotrio alarume. W. C. Hill. Dated February 22nd, 
ean be used in a damp or dusty atmosphere in mines, ships, chemical works, &c. 
Sound is produced by an adjustable hammer striking aguinst the sides o1 the 
casing or diaphragms attached thereto. 


8,524. ''improvemeats in features for the anodes In electrolytio apparatus.” 
W. P. Thompson. (Н. Becker.) Dated February 22nd, 1900. Relates to means 
for cleaning galvanised, nickelled and tinned iron and other scrip. 


3,632. “improvements ia oleotrio rollers for therapeutical and massage puar- 
poses." J. W. Gibbs, of New York, U.S.A. Dated February 22nd, 1900. Relates 
to an electric roller for massage and therapeutic purposes. <A roller mounted 
in insulated bearings in a forked metallic handle carries a series of magnets 
which are rotated by the roller round a fixed armature comprising a metallic 
core, a wire winding and metallic longitudinal strips. Onc pole of the armature 
is connected to the handle, the other being connected by a plate to the roller, 
By this arrangement the rotation of the roller caused by the massage action 
induces a current through the body. 


8,527. ''improved adjustablo for electric alarm olocks." Н, Hausen (of 
Germany). Dated February 22nd, 1900. For utilising any cleck to sound an 
electric alarm. an insulating piece bearing a binding serew and a connected 

allet for the hour hand to make contact with is mounted anywhere on the 

ezel by a spring clip. 


3,634. ''improvemonts In electrio supply meters." Evershed & Vignoles, and 
8. Evershed. Dated February 22nd, 1900. Motor meters are made with 
magnetically-supported vertical spindles, the airangement adopted being a 
modification of that described in Specification Ко, 9, 127, А p. 1597, and with 
commutator armatures arranged astaticaliy iu opposite magnetic fields. 


3.538. improvements in electricity meters and electric clocks." Ө. Hookham, 
o! Birmingham. Dated February 22nd, 1900. Cleeks and electro-magneticaily 
controlled pendulum electric meters are driven by continuous current electric 
motors of any form, or by alternating current induction motors, such as are 
described in Srecification No. 17,159, aD. 1690. The escapement wheels are 
connected to their shafts by springs, in order that the motors may start freely 
and accumulate sutticient energy to start the penduluius, A pendulum clock is 
shown with an induction motor. The motor shalt eairies а conductive disc 
between two pairs of straight pole-pieces, whieh extend vertically across con- 
siderable portions of the disc, as in the alternating current motor meter 
described in Specification No. 2,683, 1696. The two pole-;ieces are parts of an 
clectro-magnet carrying an inner coil to which an approximately constant 
alternating current is supplied, and азо an outer secondary coil. The 
other pole-pieces are parts of a magnet havir: a winding supplied from tbe 
secondary coil. The motor shaft drives the spring winding sEate of the clock 
by a pinion, an intermediate wheel, anda loose wheel carrying à pawlin engage- 
ment with a ratchet wheel fixed on the winding sgaft "lic spring maintains 
the moticn of the clock for some time it the motor stops. The elock may be 
provided with means Jor electrically setting the bands to true time, or indicatirg 
true time, signalled from а central station. | 


The parts ofthe alarum are contalned in an air-tight casing so that it 
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THE SUPPLY OF ELEOTRICITY IN 
BULK. 


THE subject of Mr. Hardman A. Earle’s paper, read before 
the Manchester Section of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers last week, deals with the most important subject 
of the development of the supply of electricity in this 
country. As Mr. Earle points out, large power stations 
have long been known in Canada, America, and on the 
Continent of Europe, but in this, as in some other 
matters electrical, the United Kingdom lags behind. 

It was not until May, 1900, that Sir James Kitson's 
Committee pronounced the opinion— 


That the value of electrical energy as a means for the transmission 
and application of power has been amply demonstrated, and its 
importance to the industries of this country is admitted. The 
Committee accordingly advise that it is of public advantage to 
facilitate measures which may ensure a general supply of electrical 
power to all consumers who may seek to avail themsclves of the 
economy and efficiency offir.d in the service of these sources of 
application of power. 

This declaration, put forward with all the ed“ of a 
new discovery, was in reality only the breaking down of 
the obstruction to private enterprise, which would have 
carried out the supply of electricity under great power 
schemes years before, but for the difficulty in obtaining 
the necessary sanction of the Legislature, and in overcoming 
the opposition of local authorities, backed up by pro- 
fessional witnesses, who now, to use Mr. Earle's phrase, 
will have to “eat their own words." 

Upon one most important point Mr. Earle is silent, 
viz, the use of overhead transmission, which is the salient 
feature in the splendid examples of large power stations. 
of which he has mentioned the principal examples. 

Mr. Earle considers that Ше English power schemes can- 
not be classed as speculative ventures, because of the success 
of the long-distance transmission of electrical energy in 
Canada and America. We fully believe that they will prove 
to be financially successful, as they are indeed absolutely 
necessary for obtaining a universally cheap supply, but it is 
of the utmost importance to deal practically with the 
question of overhead cables, and the means of obtaining 
legislative sanction to their use. 

How, for example, are we to instal in this country systems 
working at, say, 40,000 volts with bare overhead con- 
ductors That is a problem to which the ittention of all 
interested in the question of long-distance transmission 
must be directed. 

The Electrical Trades Section of the London Chamber of 
Commerce, in a memorandum to Mr. A. P. Trotter, electrical 
adviser to the Doard of Trade, stated that The Committe : 
are strongly of opinion that permission to use overhead 
wires outside crowded city areas is vital fo the commercial 
success of power schemes over large dis'ricís," and suggotel 
that on this point the regulations should be brought into line 


with those current in other countries. 
% 
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The reply of Mr. Trotter, which we publish to-day, is of 
extreme importance, as he points out that there are no regu- 


lations of his department which deal with extra high pres- 


sure, and that every case will be considered on its merita. 
No new regulations are therefore necessary, but the specifi- 
cations of the works must be satisfactory to the B. of T. 
when submitted for approval. 

The difference in cost between water-power and steam is 
not of so much consequence in a coal-producing country like 


our own, especially if cost of carriage, and the methods which 


exist of using the cheapest qualities by economical devices, 
are considered, but the least costly means of transmission is 


of much greater importance, and upon this point Mr. Earle's 


paper does not carry matters very far. 

The highest voltage sanctioned by the Board of Trade 
has only reached 11,000, and this being for underground 
service involves a serious question of insulation. Mr. 
Earle calculates the cost of cables at £1,062 per mile, of 
which about one third is the estimate for digging trench, 
laying cast-iron trough and filling it up with bitumen, and 
handling cable. He does not say if his calculation includes 
re-instatement of the road3, and the exceptional cost in 
many places of dealing with level crossings of railways, 
bridges, &c., avoiding gas and water mains, sewers, drains, 


&c., and providing the necessary manholes for an under- 


ground service. 

As the paper does not touch the 8 of overhead 
transmission, no calculation is made to show the difference 
in cost if the system adopted only involved wayleaves, 
posts, &c., and the saving in insulation and depreciation. 

It would be interesting and valuable to have a com- 
parative estimate of the difference in capital outlay between 
the two systems of overhead and underground transmission. 

Mr. Earle believes that the power companies do not 
anticipate supplying the largest towns with energy. Why 
not? It is true that in most cases, owing to the opposition 
of the corporations of large towns, the latter have been omitted 
from the schemes, but there are no economical reasons why 
they should not be included and enjoy the same advantages 
as the small towns. ° 


Mr. Earle has based a calculation of the cost and working 
of a large power scheme upon the probable results of the 
Yorkshire Power Company, and estimates a nct result 
which would undoubtedly satisfy the most exacting share- 
holder. A 10° per cent. dividend оп a share capital of 
£2,000,000, after providing 4} per cent. on £666,666 
Debentures, is comforting, but perhaps somewhat sanguine, 
as the whole of this profit is to arise from the saleof energy 
in bulk at an average price of 1*1d. per unit. 

The Yorkshire Power Company has the advantage of a 
good area, three of the four power stations being situated on 
the coalfields surrounded with works and manufacturing 
industries, and with 12 miles only as the maximum distance for 
transmission. The intention is to put down 100,000 J. H. P., 
producing 50,000 Kw. at the sub-stations. The sales are 
estimated at 123,700,000 units per annum, with a load factor 
of 25 per cent., derived from a sale of 15 per cent. for tramways 
and light railways, 60 per cent. for motors, and 25 per cent. 
for lighting. 

Mr. Earle assumes that 20 per cert. can be sold without 
conversion, as a large load can be obtained within a three 


miles radius of the principal stations; this part of the 
business is, of course, exceptional, and helps the financial 
result without solving the problem of profit upon long- 
distance transmission. 

The system adopted is three-phase, with 10,000 volts 
between any two of the three wires, each of these wires 
being at 5,775 volts difference of potential from the centre 
point. 

This scheme has no doubt great possibilities, and is similar 
in many respects to that of the County of Durham Power Com- 
pany, which also operates in a favourable area, and will secure 
a good load factor from tramways ‘and motors especially, as 
well as from lighting; but in other cases larger proportions of 
demand will arise from the spread of light railways radiating 
from the large cities and towns, and from the longer hours 
of lighting. | 


THERE is an old adage to the effect 
that it is possible to prove anything by 
means of statistics ; few men, however, will allow the truth 
of this provided that such figures are carefully obtained and 
intelligently used. 

In tramway work, above all, statistica are of the 
utmost value; but we are compelled to admit that so 
far but little good has resulted from their use. This, 
however, is due, not to the figures themselves, but to 
the manner in which they are collected. Meaningless 
lists of car-miles, receipts, expenses, and similar figures, are 
put in a tabular form, and the readers are expected to cry 
bene“; a far more appropriate cry would be “cui bono“; 
for ш; little, if any, benefit has accrued to anyone from 
such tables. The most essential figure is rarely given ; 
indeed, few persons recognise its importance, while those w ho 
do, are in many cases most interested in suppressing it for 
the purpose of hiding their own delinquencies. The figure to 
which we refer is the number of car-hours. Now, in obtaining 
these it is important to allow for the time spent in getting 
the cars in and out of the depot, or otherwise we shall find 
our figure showing the average speed per hour much too low, 
while the figure representing the average number of cars 
running would be too high. This last figure is necessary to 
show the “use factor of the cars; many Companies have cars 
representing thousands of pounds of capital lying idle in 
their depóts ; all this would be saved if proper attention 
were given to the ** use factor of the cars. 

Another feature which must of necessity impress the 
intelligent reader of tramway statistics, is the absolute 
indifference displayed so far as the track is concerned. If 


Tramway Statistics. 


we were only given the number of car-miles per route mile, it 


would be a step in the right direction. The“ use factor“ of 
the track is practically the only tigure suitable for comparing 
one line with another. 16 isin this comparison of different 
tramways that enthusiastic believers in statistics make their 
greatest mistake. Just as the mechanical world is worried 
by the man who believes in perpetual motion, so the tramway 
world loses all belief in statistics, owing to the crank who is 
always searching for some figure or combination of figures, 
which will entirely eliminate local circumstances, This is 
manifestly impossible; no fixed formula can possibly beapplic- 
able to such a fluctuating and indefinite abstraction, though 
approximations may be made by purely empirical methods. 

The last point we would urge is this: Why does not some 
tramway man with a knowledge of mathematics pay some 
attention to data, and give us a really satisfactory series of 
figures to take the place of the present chaotic system? Few 
men seem to realise that if they have a certain number of 
figures given them for the purpose of findiug another, it is 
absolutely essential that all the given figures should be used, 
if the result is to be worth anything. If serious attention 
were given to statistics based on proper mathematical 
principles, tramway companies would soon find their weak 
points, and start on a career of increased prosperity. 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENT OF THE ATOMIC 
THEORY AND ITS CONNECTION WITH 
LIGHT AND ELECTRICITY. 


By C. C. GARRARD, Ph.D. 


THERE can be no doubt that our ideas as to the constitution 
of matter, light and electricity are to-day more complicated 


than at any other time of recent years. The reason for this 


is not far to seek. Superseding the old confused and dis- 
connected theories came during the last century the splendid 
generalisations of Dalton, Faraday and Maxwell. To these 
also must be added the development of thermo-dynamics 
and the work of Carnot, Clausius, Julias Robert Meyer, 
Helmholtz, Joule, Kelvin, Gibbs, Van't Hoff, &c., by which 
the oneness and indestructibility of energy were shown to be 
laws governing the whole domain of physical and chemical 
science. It is only natural, therefore, that the scientific 
world should have been to a certain extent blinded, and with 
the weight of purely empirical facts and disjointed theories 
lifted off its shoulders have been so elated at the apparent 
completeness and solidity of its work as for a time not to ask 
if its ideas of the universe were absolutely correct and strictly 
in accordance with observed fact. In quite recent years, 
however, this has changed, and to-day not only is the 
treasured inviolability of the atom of the chemist threatened 
with destruction, but the undulatory theory of light and 
electricity as the ultimate explanation of optical and elec- 
trical phenomena must also give place to a truer and wider 
conception. It was only to be expected that such a develop- 
ment should meet with serious opposition. More than one 
of our great chemists have declared that chemistry will stand 
or fall by the inviolability of the atom, and condemnations 
of the new physicoatomic theories, the ionic, electron, cor- 
puscle theories, as reactionary, have not been wanting.* On 
a closer examination of the facts, however, it seems evident 
that a development, such as depicted above, must occur. 
Indeed, many things long since known have indicated the 
way. The atomic theory pure and simple, for cxample, 
leaves unexplained the periodicity of the properties of the 
chemical elements as functions of their atomic weights, which 
was shown to exist by Mendelejeff and Lothar Meyer, and 
other such cases might be instanced. It is with justice, too, 
that Prof. Nernst, in a recent address, claimed that modern 
physical investigation in electricity, dealing as it does prin- 
cipally with electrical oscillations, should not lead one to 
declare the nature of electricity to be a condition of oscilla- 
tion, as little as one would be able to draw a final conclusion 
as to the nature of air by examining its oscillations in the 
study of acoustics. : 

Although in one sense the most recent conception of the 
nature of electricity is a return to the old fluid theory, yet 
it is with the most stringent adhesion to the results of the 
investigations of Maxwell and Hertz; and, indecd, it is im- 
probable that we should have been led to these new ideas by 
any other way than that pointed out by these investigators. 
In the many experimental investigations which followed the 
discovery by H. Hertz of the existence of electric waves, 
which gave an experimental proof of the accuracy of Max- 
well's theory, one of the chief difficulties bas been the appli. 
cation of the theory to the optics of material bodies as apart 
from the light ether. 
difficulties could only be overcome by looking upon the 
individual molecules of a transparent body as pairs of elec- 
trically oppositely charged points, whose time of vibration 
then influences the light oscillations. — Furaday's law of 
electrolysis now gives us information as to the nature of 
these charges, and forces us to the assumption of the exist- 
ence of certain electrical elementary quantities. To these, 
what we may call electrical atoms, the name Elektron has 
been generally given. A proof of the correctness of this 
hypothesis was given by the discovery of P. Zeeman in 1896, 
of the so-called Zeeman effect. It was then shown that the 
spectrum lines of a luminous vapour were affected by mag- 
netism. Instead of one line, the influence of the magnetic field 
caused twoor more to appear. This discovery must be regarded 

* See e.g. Jaumano. Leichtfassliche Vorlesungen." 


+ Compare here W. Kaufmann, Physikalische Zeitschrift, October 
1st, 1901. | 


H. A. Lorentzt showed that these . 


as & proof of Lorentz's assumption, as the former can be 
directly theoretically deduced therefrom. By quantitatively 
measuring the change which occurred, it was shown that 
the mass associated with an electron (the mass of one 
electron) was about „у; that of an hydrogen atom, which 
is the smallest known chemical atom. It was further found 
that it was always the negative electron which was free to 
move, the positive electron being, on the contrary, always 
bound to the material. Thi; is also found to be the case in 
all other electron phenomena. | | 

The electron idea was also developed later in а somewhat 
other direction. As a result of the discovery of the X raysby 
Róntgen, the well-known cathode rays, the nature of which 
had long been a subject of conjecture, began to receive a 
large amount of attention from physicists. It is in this 
particular direction that such pioneer work has been done by 
J. J. Thomson and his co-workers. By means of accurate 
measurements, it has been shown that instead of being par- 
ticles of the gas left in the tube, the cathode discharge 
consists of negatively-charged particles, moving with an 
enormous velocity (about ! to 1 that of light), and whose 
size came out again to be about the 2th of that of the 
hydrogen atom. | 

The marvellous rays emitted by radium and other radio- 
active substances (Becquerel rays) have also been subjected 
to a like investigation. It was found that these bodies are 
continually emitting electrons, which travel from them at a 
velocity almost equal to that of light, and whose mass is 
again equal to the 2 oth of that of the hydrogen atom. 
A similar result was obtained with the emissions from incan- 
descent bodies. 

Very recent investigations on the electric conductivity of 
metals point also to the conclusion that their conductivity 
consists in the wandering of electrical atoms through the 
metal. 

From this short. summary it can be seen that the existence 
of these extraordinary small bodies, of which it seems very 
wonderful that we should bein a position to measure accurately 
their size and properties, is supported by a whole series of 
important discoveries, and it is probable that by means of 
farther study of them, we may be able to arrive at results 
of vast magnitude. Seen in the light of this theory, many, 
until now quite inexplicable, phenomena, are capable of 
explanation, of which we can only mention the aurora 
borealis, and the origin and action of atmospheric elec- 
tricity. 

The electron theory is now capable of development from 
what may be called & chemical or electro-chemical stand- 
point. This has been done by Nernst, and for a fuller 
description of his way of looking at the matter, we would 
refer to a recent pamphlet of his: Ueber die Bedeutung 
Elektrischer Methoden und Theorien für die Chemie.“! A 
short resumé of Nernst’s views and their development, as set 
forth in this pamphlet, may be given as follows: As 
chemistry consists in the study of the formation of molecules 
from atoms, and vire versa, electro-chemistry consists in the 
study of the production and action of ions. Owing to the 
peculiar property of water, it is “in this medium that ions 
mostly are found, and it follows that water solutions are the 
most fruitful field of investigation of the electro-chemist. 

For the investigation of ionised water solutions are 
applicable not only all purely chemical methods, but also 
those depending on the electrical charges borne by the ions. 
Arrhenius, for example, by the application of the Van't 
Hoff—A vogadro law, has determined the number of ions in 
solution, as compared to the number of neutral molecules. 
Hittorf has determined their constitution and identity with 
the chemical radicles ; Kohlrausch has measured their 
mobility of migration, and Ostwald, by means of these 
methods, has given us a means of quantitatively measuring 
the strengths of acids. Nernst’s method of measuring the 
E.M.F. of an electrode against a solution in which it dips, 
and therefrom obtaining the concertration of the ions of 
the metal of the electrode in the solution, has enabled us to 
prove the existence of amounts of substances in solution too 
small to be shown by any other method, that of spectrum 
analysis included. 

(To be contsnued.) 
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THIRD-RAIL ELECTRIC TRACTION. 


By E. QUARINTI. 


IxsTALLATIONS for electric railway traction with a third-rail 
are far less numerous than those with the trolley system, although 
the number of the latter increases but slowly. It was in 
1896 that the third-rail was adopted for feeding the motors of 
the cars, instead of the overhead wire, on the line between Braintree 
and Cohasset. This electric railway, finished in 1899, is about 17 
km. in length, and is provided with rails that weigh 49°6 ky. per 
metre. The line is double, with a maximum gradient of 687 per 
cent; the minimum curve has a tangent of 10°. 

The third-rail is at the same level as the others, between which 
it is placed, and it is supported on wood saturated with creosote. 
The section of. the third-rail is A-shaped, and it has an area of 645 
square millimetres. 

In damp weather a loss of 2:5 amperes per kilometre has been 
observed. . 

The automobile closed cars weigh about 30 tons, and are pro- 
pelled by four G.E. 55 motors, which are together capable of 
developing 700 m.P. The current is conveyed by means of skates, 
and the brakes act by compressed air. The normal speed is on an 
average 84 km. per hour. The consumption of energy on the cars 
is from 27 to 30 watt-hours per kilometre ton with trains that may 
amount to 118 tons in weight. 

In 1898 two more electric railways were opened in America; 
one between Hartford aud Bristol, about 29 km. in length, 
and one between Berlin and West Britain, about 5 km. 

The first of these two railways is a single line, aud. the second a 
double line. The maximum gradient iu either railway is 31 
per cent. The minimum curve has a tangent of 10°. 

The generating station is a single one, worked by steam. It is 
capable of developing 1,700 kw. It is about half-way along the 
line of 29 km., and near one end of the line of 5 km.; con- 
sequently iu the line between Hartford and Bristol we get 
14:5 km. of line ou cach side of the central station. The 
third rail is between the rails of the track; it weighs 49:6 ke. 
рег metre, and has an A-shaped section of 645 sq. mm. 
The laviug and the insulation are the same as in the 
Braintree—Cohasset line. The cars have two G E. 55 motors of 
175 K. f., but the mean power required by the car is 75 kw. The 
consumption of energy is from 34 to 51 watt-hours per km.-ton, 
with trains which weigh from 64 to 41 tons, The current is con- 
veyed by the skate system. " 

Оп October 14th, after a long series of experiments, during which 
several regrettable mishaps occurred, the service of the Milan— 
Varese line commenced. 1t is worked by the Italian Mediterranean 
Railway Company, having been installed by the Thomson-Houston 
Company. 

At present the ordinary service of steam trains has not been in- 
terrupted, but to these have been added 14 electric trains, ie, seven 
in each direction. The present service isa provisional one. There 
is only one stop at Gallarate. The charges have not been 
altered as yet. | 

The trains consist of carriages containing 24 seats in the first 
class and 49 in the third, besides the seats on the platform. Alto- 
gether in a train of two carriages there are 58 first-class seats and 
110 third ; there is no second-class. 

The pressure of the current used (continuous current) is 600 volta. 
Its motive power is supplied at present by a stenm central station, 
but it will soon be furnished by a hydraulic installation. 

The Mediterranean Company and the Thomson-Houston Co. have 
taken every precaution to avoid accidents. For instance, they have 
had recourse to electric brakes. Moreover, for the level crossings 
there are protective constructions of wood ; and, lastly, notices are 
posted about in several places warning the public that it is dangercus 
to touch the third rail, For the normal service the charges will be 
very much reduced. There will be a very large number of both 
rides and ordinary passenger trains; some of these will also take 

uggage. | 

The normal service has been delayed owing to its novel character, 
which requires a special organisation. It has therefore been neces- 
кату to commence with a temporary service, which not only con- 
stitutes a very great improvement for the public, but also has the 
advantage of preparing and facilitating the change to a complete 
electric service. 

Itis well known that Italy depends on foreign countries for her coal. 
All the experiments that are being made in Italy in electric traction 
will therefore be followed with great interest, since by utilising the 
hydraulic resources in which the country is very rich, she will require 
far less coal and therefore be far less dependent on other countries. 


LEGAL. 


FERRANTI v. THE BRITISH Тномѕох-Носѕтох Company, LIMITED. 


In the Chancery Division of the High Court on January 29th, Mr. 
Justice Swinfen Eady gave judgment in the above action. 

His Говрѕнір said: This action was commenced in December, 
1900, and was brought to obtain an injunction to restrain an in- 
fringement of letters patent, No. 701, of 1887, and for damages. 
The term of the patent expired shortly after the issue of the writ, 
and the action was therefore treated aa one for damages only. The 
defence is a denial of the infringement, and a plea of the invalidity 


of the letters patent. The patent relates to improvements in elec- 
trical meters. Previous to 1887 the plaintiff had invented nn elec- 
trical meter in which the current to be measured was made to 

through a bath of mercury in a magnetic field, во disposed ihat the 
mercury was put into a continuous rotatory movement by the 
passing of the current, the movement of the mercury being recorded 
by means of a float or disc with recording mechanism. Tha plaintiff 
stated that such a meter patented by him in 1883 was used com- 
mercially to the extent of a few huadreds, but that the business of 
a central station supply in those early days of electric lighting 
being exceedingly limited, very few meters were required. That 
meter was designed for use with the continuous current, and 
with a solid magnet made of cast-iron; the residual magnetism of 
the cast-iron served to assist in causing rotation of the mercury, 
and was sufficient to enable the meter to start, even with only a 
small number of lamps in use. In order to adapt that meter for 
use with an alternating current, it was necessary to employ pole- 
pieces which did not retain residual magnetism, and laminated iron 
was substituted for solid cast-iron magnets. Then, in order to effect 
the object previously attained by the residual magnetism, and so 
enable the meter to start and register correctly with a low load, 
some contrivance was necessary. The plaintiff, in 1887, determined 
to achieve this result by employing an additional coil of an insu- 
lated conductor, which would act as an electro-magnet, and thus 
compensate for tbe loss of residual magnetism arising from the 
abandonment of solid cast-iron magnets. This invention formed tbe 
subject of the letters patent of 1887, upon which this action was 
brought. The question at once arises—what is the true construc- 
tion of the plaintiff's specification, for the defendants contend that 
on one construction of it they have not infringed, and on another 
construction of it that tbe patent is invalid ? The argument as to 
the construction of the specitication has been principally directed 
to two points—first, whether the invention is confined to electro- 
magnets in which the curreut passing through the additional coil 
does not pass through the mercury bath or other armature of the 
meter; aud (2) whether the plaintiff has limited his invention to 
current meters properly so called, as distinguished from energy 
meters. The plaintiff states in his specification that in meters 
which аге to be, or which may be, used for recording alternating 
currents, he uses p'le-pieces which do not retain residual mag- 
netism, aud to effect the object previously attained by the residual 
magnetism, he uses an additional coil or coils around the pole-pieces, 
and then proceeds as follows:—'' The current passed through these 
additional coils forms no part of the circuit, the current through 
which is to be measured, but is & brauch circuit direct from the 
main conductor to the return conductor.” The plaintiff contended 
that the true meaning of these words is that the current so 
described is a shuut from the main to the return conductor direct, 
in the sense of not passing through the lamp circuit, aud so not 
measured or paid fer by the consumer. The defendants contend 
that the eame words mean a shunt current from the main to the 
return condu tor direct, in the sense of not passing through the 
mercury bath of the meter or its equivalent. It is necessary to 
examine these two contentions carefully, as much turns upon them. 
The plaiutiff has annexed to his specification certain drawings 
showing examples of two meters, and referring to the first example 
he states:—'' The ends of the additional coil are as before stated, so 
coupled to the mains that the current passes through it continuously, 
without passing through the mercury bath." The only passage iu 
the previous portion of the specification to which the words, '' as 
before s' ated," can have reference, is in line 24, on page 2. Again 
on page З there are similar words referring to the second example of 
a meter given in the drawings, and there again tbe branch circut* is 
described as conducted from the mains witbout passing through the 
mercury bath of the meter. This again shows what is meant on 
page 2, line 24, by a branch circuit direct from the main to the return 
conductor. The plaintiff, however, contended that the words to 
which I have referred on page 3 are merely words of description 
with reference to the two examples given, and are not words of 
limitation. lu а sense this is true. These words have reference to 
the two examples given, but the importance of them in this 
connection is the light which they throw on the meaning of the 
words on page 2, lines 22 to 25. It is maintained by the defendants 
that the construction of this portion of the specification which they 
contend for is of the very essence of the plaintiff's invention, that is 
to say, that the current passing through the additional coil is not to 
pass through the mercury armature. One reason may have been 
this. Tne object of the plaintiff's invention was to render his meter 
more sensitive to small loads, but at the same time to avoid the risk 
ef the meter commencing to register when no lamp current was in 
use. In other words, it was to obtain an additional torque or 
tendency to turn, aud at tbe same time to avoid the possibility of 
the m: reury revolving, the meter running, and the index registering 
before it was intended to turn at all. Mr. Dugald Clerk, a witness 
called for the plaintiff, stated this very clearly in his evidence; and it 
appears from the evidence called on behalf of the plaintiff that 
there was certainly one very good reason why the current employed 
to obtain an electro-magnet should pass direct from the main to tbe 
return conductor without going through the mercury armature. Bo 
long as there was not any current passing through the mercury 
there was not any risk ofthe meter running. As Mr. Clerk said, 
the motor was not completed ; when, however, lamps were turned 
on, the lamp current would then tlow through the mercury, and the 
current in the shunt coil being constant the meter would imme- 
diately begin to register, however few the lamps lighted. But if 
the shunt current passing through the additional coil had also 
passed through the mercury bath, there would have been a 
risk of shunt running, of the meter commencing to register 
by the force of the shunt current only, and without any lamp 
current also passing. The essence of the plaintiff's invention as 
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specified and claimed (see Clause 1 of the claim) is an improvement 
in electric meters in which the movement is obtained from the 
current to be measured, and he ensures this rcsult and guards 
against any movement resulting from the current in the added coil 
by providing that such current shall go direct from the main to the 
return conductor, and in my judgment the proper construction of 
thesc improvements is that such current shall not pass through the 
mercury bath or other armature of the meter. While improving 
electrie meters by rendering them more sensitive to light loads, the 
plaintiff has taken care not to fall into the error to so construct 
them as to involve risk of their registering when no lamp current is 
passing. The plaintiff's counsel strenuously insisted upon the im- 
portance of the words on p. 2 line 25: The same improvement is 
applicable to all motor meters," but if the improvement is specified 
aud claimed in the manner before mentioned, a statement that 
“ the same improvement is applicable to all motor meters cannot 
enlarge the ambit of the invention. The next question is whether 
the plaintiff has limited his invention to current meters properly so 
called as distinguished from energy meters. The plaintiff's meter 
is one which measures current or quantity, giving the result in 
amperes, and if the potential remains constant, the number of watts 
may be readily calculated from the result so obtained ; but the 
plaintiff's meter does not measure variations in the potential. Mr. 
Dugald Clerk explained the difference. (His Lordship then referred 
to Mr. Dugald Clerk's evidence on the subject. Now, as to the 
defendants' meter, Mr. Dugald Clerk explained ite action by 
referring to Diagram C of Exhibit D.C. 6, which was defendants’ 
meter before the addition of the new coil. (His Lordship again 
referred to the shorthand notes of Mr. Dugald Clerk's evidence.) 
The result is that the defendants is an energy or watt 
meter, while the plaintiff's is a current meter. His Lordship 
then referred to the evidence given by the plaintiff on a former 
occasion, in which he said that, speaking as an electrician, 
an energy meter was entirely distinct from a current meter, 
it having a different function to perform, and having to take account 
of the pressure and the quantity, namely, the energy, instead of 
taking account only of the quantity of current passing. His Lord- 
ship, continuing, said that Mr. Ferranti, in his previous examina- 
tion, was asked : “ Would the same electrical principles or mecha- 
nism be involved in an energy meter as in a current meter? (a) 
Some of the same things are involved, but the essential difference 
is that the two parts of the motor, namely, the armature and the 
field, must be connected, the one in circuit with the lamps to be 
measured, and the other across the circuit, so as to receive the 
voltage of the circuit, in order to form an energy meter; whereas 
witb the current meter you only deal with the main current of the 
circuit flowing from the lamps. The difference is most distinct. 
The end to be accomplished is also quite distinct." In my opinion, 
said his Lordship, current to be measured in the plaintiff's specifica- 
tion means the lamp current. In other words, it extends only 
to a current meter, and does not include the case of an 
energy meter which measures and records the product of 
two variante, the quantity and the potential, without measuring 
separately either variant. This being, in my opinion, the 
true construction of the plaintiffs specification, I pass to 
consider what the defendants have done. The original Thomson- 
Houston meter, before the introduction of the additional coil, 
which is the infringement now complained of,is shown in fig. C, 
and the exhibit D.C. 6. The continuous movement of the meter 
which ia connected with the record index, is obtained by the inter- 
action of the force detived from the shunt current passing through 
the armature and that derived from the lamp current passing 
through the series coils—-when no lamp current is passing 
through the series coils (as is the case when no lamps are 
running), there is no risk of movement in the meter, as the 
shunt current alone cannot set up any movement of the meter. 
So far no complaiut is made by the plaintiff of the use by the 
defendants of this meter, but the defendants have introduced into 
it the additional coil, and this gives rise to the present claim. "The 
meter is arranged as shown in fig. D in D.C. 6. The defendants, in 
order to increase their magnetic field, introduced а coil into the shunt 
passing through the armature; the effect of this is to have a constant 
standing field interacting with the rotatury field, and so to give 
a torque to the meter, even when no lamp current is passing. The 
defendants lead the current through the armature, which, upon my 
construction of the plaintifl's specification, a person is told by: the 
plaintiff not to do. The meter is thus rendered more sensitive to а 
feeble lamp current, and registers when only one lamp is lighted. 
In the defendants’ meter, however, the torque is always constant, 
whetber lamp current is passing or not, while in the plaintiff's meter 
the initial torque when no lamp current is passing is zero, and, for 
a time, the torque increases proportionally to the number of lamps. 
The question is: Does this application to a Thomson-Houston meter 
of an additional shunt coil constitute an infringement of the 


plaintiffs patent? In my judgment it does not. The defendants : 


have made the use оѓ ап old contrivance—an additional coil— and 

have applied it in а manner which is not within the plaintift's 

specification, and in which the plaintiff told persons not to do it. 

The defendants have, therefore, not infringed. Moreover, they 

have applied it to an energy meter, and not to a current meter. The 

action, therefore, fails, and must be dismissed, with costs. 
Judgment accordingly. 


PATENT EXPLOITATION Company, LIMITED, v. SIEMENS Bros. 
‚ AND Co., LIMITED. 


Ox this case being resumed оп 28rd ult., Mr. Movrrox continued 
his statement for the defence. He said he might sum up the 
plaintiffs’ patent by saying that it was not a claim for effecting the 
chemical construction of a battery. 


Mr. Justice BUCKLEY asked whether it was common knowledge 
that it was an advantage to kecp the depolariser away from the 
anode. 

Mr. Мосттох said that it was. 

Mr. ASTBURY: At апу rate, it was not done in any of the prior 
specifications. | 

Mr. Моогтон, continuing, said that what was really claimed by 
the plaintiffs’ patent was a double paste battery. Single paste bat- 
teries were well known, and there was no invention in making a 
double paste battery. The fact that the thing not having actually 
de facto been made was not sufficient to constitute invention. There 
was no invention in the plaintffs’ patent at all. The patentee had 
simply availed himself of a known option. The double paste bat- 
tery was old in the very form in which the plaintiffs preferred to 
use it. A double paste Leclanché was well known. i 

Mr.JAMES SWINBUBNE was the first witness called for the defence. 
Examined by Mr. Мосттох, he said he studied electricity, and had 
a large experience of electric batteries. Various methods of making . 
the electrolyte into a pasty condition were known before the date 
of the patcnt in question. Plaster of paris was well known for 
Daniell cells. The pounding of the carbon and manganese for 
these purposes was well known in 1890. With regard to Bender,” 
the witness said that, speaking as an electrician, he understood that 
specification to mean that the excitant fluid must permeate the 
whole. Everybody knew that at that date that it was to the 
advantage of the cell to have as much liquid as it would hold. 
Chloride of calcium and chloride of zinc were about the same value 
as a hygroscopic medium. Examined as to Castle Smith, the 
witness stated that, except for the position of the two layers, that 
specification differed neither from Bender’s nor the plaintiffs’. 
Castle Smith, instead of a paste, had got a jelly. In the Gassner 
(Dymond) patent, plaster of paris, chloride of zinc, and sal 
ammoniac were used. Newton suggested silica and some fibrous 
substance. That was silica gelatinised. With regard to the 
plaintiffs' patent, the witness said that he had read the specification 
and the claim. In the method of construction—the actual process, 
apart from the question of materials—he could find no novelty at all 
in the plaintiffs’ claim. With regard to the materials, plaster of 


paris, sal ammoniac, and chloride of zinc were well known, and 


there was nothing novel there. So far as the electrical essentials 
were concerned, it did not differ in any way from Leclanché. He 
should describe the plaintiffs’ patent as a paste Leclanché. In 1890, 
in his opinion, it did not require any invention to make a paste 
Leclanché. 

Do you see, reading the claim as an electrician, anything general 
or specific otherwise than what was generally known ?—No. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CRirrs: As regarded the polariser—the 
peroxide of manganese—the WrTNEss said it was not always known 
that it was beneficial to use it in the powdered form. The advan- 
tage of using it in the powdered form was new to him until he came 
into this case. He had not looked up the literature on the subject 
to see what occurred to other people on the point. At some date 
prior to 1890, it was the idea of electricians to avoid powdering 
the peroxide of manganese. He did not know whether any cell 
was ever made under Bender's specification. The Witness stated 
with regard to Thiebaut and Bender, that he found in those what was 
equivalent to two layers of the semi-solid or paste-like character 
used in the sense of the plaintiffs’ specification. Paste” was not 
a word he should apply to either, but the only possible difference 
as to that was in the meaning of the word '' pulverised." 

Mr. Horatio BALLANTYNE, а Fellow of the Chemical Society, 
examined by Mr. WALTER, gave details of experiments he had 
made with various batteries described in the specifications prior to 
thedate of the plaintiffs’ patent. He found that these batteries 
were all workable. 

This concluded the evidence for the defence. 

Mr. WALTER was summing up the case for the defendants when ` 
the Court rose, and the further hearing was adjourned. 


On 24th ult, when the hearing of this case was resumed, Mr. 
A. J. WALTER, for the defendants, said that when the Court rose 
on Thursday, he was dealing with the specification, and his con- 
tention was that the claim in the specification, taking it together 
with the specification, did in the broadest manner, claim any 
galvanic battery so constructed that between any two electrodes, 
there were two layers with any excitant, one having depolarising 
agents mixed therewith. There had been a struggle on the part of 
the plaintiffs to somewhat narrow the consiruction upon the speci- 
fication. It had been difficult to ascertain exactly what construction 
the plaintiffs sought to put upon it,and what were the limitations 
the plaintiffs sought to place on the broadness of theclaim. But if 
there was one thing that was laid downin patent cases more than any 
other, it was that you had to let the public know, reading the 
specification, what were the special features, if any, claimed in the 
specification. He asked: Had the patentee condescended, with the 
exception of the two layers, as between the two electrodes, upon 
anything else which he told the public was essential? He sub- 
mitted to his Lordship that he had not done so. His Lordship would 
remember his cross-examination of Dr. Attfield on the point as to 
what wascommon knowledge, and Dr. Atttield admitted, he thought, 
throughout, that what the patentee had disclosed here was common 
knowledge. (The learned counsel then referred to the shorthand 
notes of the evidence of Dr. Atttield on the point.) 

His LonpsurP pointed out that Thiebaut used no bag, and put 
his powders in dry and wetted them afterwards, and, further, used 
pounded, and not pulverised, material. Those were the points of 
difference. 

Mr. WALTER said that those were the two points of difference. 

His LonpbsHIP: Then you must add this, must you not? In 
point of fact, it is not disputed. І think, upon this evidence, that 
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the plaintiff produced an article which achieved a commercial 
success not achieved before. 

Mr. WALTEB: I do not know that it goes as high as that. 

His LonpsurP: Let us suppose that is so for the moment—that 
was due to something ? ! 

Mr. WALTEBR: That was due to something. 

His LoRDS H: The question is, was it due to something which 
he claims? 

Mr. WALTER: I say it was not, my lord. 

His Гововнір: You say in the first place Thiebaut might do? 

Mr. WALTER: Absolutely. 

His LoBpsniP: It never did so, seemingly. 

Mr. WALTER: Your Lordship has experience in these cases, and 
your Lordship knows that many and many a patentee has a splendid 
invention, but he is not à commercial man, and he has no oppor- 
tunity of bringing it before the public. 

His Lorpsuip: Is not the result of Mr. Swinburne's evidence 
this—that the merit of the plaintiffs' article really consists in 
pulverisation, as distinguished from pounding. I do not think that 
he denies it is a better thing—it is a better thing. I think that the 
case resolves itself into this:— Has this patentee indicated to the 
public, as essential to success, that they shall have, in the first place, 
a depolarising material capable of being pulverised ; and, secondly, 
that it shall be pulverised in the sense of being reduced to a very 
fine powder as distinguished from being pounded ? 

Mr. WALTER: That is so, my lord. 

His LoRpsHIP: Then there is something—that he has indicated 
that. But the next question is, has he claimed it ? 

Mr. Watton: My position with regard to that is, first of all, he 
has not indicated it at all. He says you never need manganese 
dioxide or carbon at all. Reading that specification fairly as 
between the patentee and the public, is there one hint in that 
specification that pulverised manganese, dioxide, or any substance 
which can be pulverised, is of the essence of this invention? 
Continuing, the learned counsel contended that Thiebaut had 
every essential of the plaintiffs' specification. "The bag had gone, 
and as his Lordship bad pointed out, there was a difference between 
pounded and pulverised and the wetting. That was to say, the 
patentee said put your whiskey in first and put your water in 
afterwards.” The other man said " put your water in first and 
your whiskey in afterwards." That was absolutely what the 
difference was. Dr. Attfield had said that the action of water upon 
plaster of Paris was well known. А man came there and said he 
differentiated the invention from what had gore before. The one 
man put in the water after the powder, and the other man put ia the 
powder after the water. That was the whole difference; polarising 
was a question of degree, which was perfectly understandable by a 
scientific man. It was perfectly well known what the action of a 
depolariser was in these batteries. Tbe patentee did not tell you 
anything about your excitant or depolariser. Jt was common know- 
ledge iu the year 1891, and admittedly so. Therefore he was 
entitled to take manganese, dioxide and carbon as his depolariser 
and sal ammoniac as his excitant, and then where was the difference 
aud what was the difference? Bender did the same thing exactly. 
Bender has described the cell for the purpose of preventing it drying 
up. Webb and Jensen pointed out that you could bave your paste hard 
orsoft. In conclusion, the learned counsel submitted that, first of al], 
thespecification claimed, broadly, any galvanic battery withtwo pasty 
layers—semi-solid or plastic layere—with any electrodes, with any 
excitants, and with any materials, but for depolarising, so long as 
the depolariser did not come into contact with the zinc. In 
every battery that was known at the time the excitant was always 
in contact all the way through between the carbon and the zinc, 
and in addition the use of deliquescent materials was perfectly well 
known ; and, of course, coming to the question of the actual antici- 
pations, he said that the two pastes were absolutely disclosed. If 
there was anything in the special feature in the method of con- 
struction as disclosed in the plaintiffs’ specification, the defendants 
did not take it, but he (counsel) said that on the true construction 
of the specification the defendants' patent properly constructed had 
the broad claim, and for those reasons he asked his Lordship to find 
for the defendants. i 

Mr. AsTBURY having replied on the whole case. 


On 31st ult. Mr. Justice Buck ey, in the course of his judgment, 
said that the issue was novelty, and not either utility or infringe- 
ment. The plaintiffs’ battery for some reason attained a com- 
mercial success never attained before, and, although it did not 
necessarily follow from that fact that fhe invention had utility, 
still it went a long way to show it. Dr. Attfield had analysed the 
defendants’ battery, and said that it was made in accordance with 
the plaintiffs’ prescription, and upon this he had not been cross- 
examined. There was not sufficient difference to relieve the 
defendants from infringement if the plaintiffs' patent was valid. 
The real issue was the novelty of the invention claimed.“ Ніз 
Lordship used the word claimed because, even if the plaintiffs’ 
patentee invented something, if he had not included it in his claim, 
he had but made a present of it to the world. In trying this issue 
the case turned upon the question whether, first, by the word 
" pulverised,” the plaintiffs had indicated and insisted upon the use 
of an ingredient which could be reduced to a powder, and had 
further indicated something more than would be indicated by the 
word pounded” or “crushed,” and, if that was answered in the 
affirmative, then, secondly, whether he had claimed such pulverisa- 
tion as an invention for which he was to obtain protection by 
his patent. At the date of the patent, 1890, the general principles 
of the construction and arrangement of galvanic batteries were 


wel known. A common form of such batteries consisted in 


having a zinc cup, an excitant to attack the zinc and produce 
energy, a carbon rod as the other electrode, and a depolariser 
to prevent the falling off in power of the cell which would other- 
wise occur. In 1890 it was well known that for success it was 
desirable to interpose between the zinc and the carbon two layers 
of substance through both of. which should extend the exciting 
mixture, but through only one of which—that next the carbon— 


should extend the depolarising agent, and that it was necessary . 


to ensure moisture, so that there might be a wet path for the current 
to travel, and that for this purpose a hygroscopic substance was 
desirable, and that the layers interposed between the zinc and 
the carbon might be either liquid, or pasty, or porous. It was 
known that the space between the zinc and the carbon might be 
the subject of occupation by either a fluid or fluids, or material sub- 
stances and a fluid. Where you desired to have (as was advan- 
tageovs) a battery tbe contents of which would not spill, it was 
desirable to have joint occupation by material substances and a 
fluid. After going through the alleged anticipations, his Lordship 
decided that there was no novelty in the invention claimed, and 
that the claim was too wide, and he therefore held the plaintiffs’ 
patent to be invalid, and dismissed their action, with сов:в. 


MaxwELL v. BRITISH Taomson-Hovuston Company, LIMITED, 
BLACKWELL & Co. THIRD PARTIES. 


THE hearing of this case was concluded in the Court of Appeal com- 
posed of the Master of the Rolls and Lords Justices Romer and 
Mathew, on Friday last, on the appeal of the defendants from the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Kennedy after trial of the action witha 
special jury at Leeds. 'l'he action was brought by the plaintiff, 
Miss Maxwell, against the defendants, the British Thomson-Houston 
Company, Limited, to recover damages for persona] injuries caused 
by tne allezed negligence of the defendants’ servants. The 
defendants denied liability, and contended that if they were liable 
they had a right of indemnity against Blackwell & Co., and 
accordingly brought them in as third parties to tbe action. The 
question ss to the liability of the defendants was alone tried 
at Leeds, their right of indempity against the third parties standing 
over. It appeared that the Corporation of Leeds owued certain 
horse tramways and obtained statutory powers to work the tram- 
ways by electrical power, and for that purpose entered into a con- 
tract with defendants, who undertook to convert the tramway system 
and equip it with electrical overhead wires. The defendants 
entered into a sub-contract with Blackwell & Co., by which the 
latter were to erect the iron standards with arms along the streets 
to carry the overhead wires, and to fix the wires. To do this work, 
Blackwell & Co. used a tall derrick or trolley on which was a plat- 
form on thetop, which projected beyond tbe side of the derrick to 
enable the workmen to reach the arms of the standards, and so fix 
the wires. Round the edge of the platform were iron rails to pro- 
tect the workmen while at work on the platform. The plaintiff, 
who was riding on a car in the daytime, was struck on the head by 
these .iron rails as the car was passing the derrick and 
seriously injured; the accident being caused by some 
workmen in Blackwell & Co.'s employment leaving the 
derrick too near the tram lines after they had finished work, and 
leaving the iron rails projecting from it. The Jury found that the 
persona in charge of the derrick were responsible for the accident 
by reason of negligence in not taking reasouable care to remove the 
derrick far enouzh away from the tram lines. The amount of the 
damages was agreed upon. Mr. Justice Kennedy held that the 
defeadants were liable, and gave judgment for the plaintiff. Hence 
the present appeal of the defendanis, who contended that 
they were not hable for the negligence of the sub-contractors. 
They also contended that the Corporation of Leeds were liable, and 
that they, being merely intermediaries, were not liable. 

At the conclusion of the arguments of counsel, their Lordships 
heid that the defendants by delegating tbe portion of the work in 
question to Blackwell & Co., did not relieve themselves from the 
duty of taking special precautions for the safety of the public, and 
that tLey could not escape liability by delegating the work to a вор” 
contractor. They therefore affirmed the decision of Mr. Justice 
Kennedy, and dismissed the appeal with costs. 

Mr. Macaskie, K.C., and Mr. Horace Marshall appeared for the 
appellants (defendants); and Mr. Tindal Atkinson, K.C., and Mr. 
Longstatfe for the respondent (plaintiff). 


Сїввз v. THE CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL STORAGE SYNDICATE, 
LIMITED. 


THIS case came before the Court of Appeal, composed of the Master 
of the Rollsand Lords Justices Romer and Mathew, on Tuesday, on 
the a; peal of the defeudants from the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Bigbam, dated April 2nd, 1901, sitting without a jury in the King's 
Bench Division. In this case the plaintiffs' claim was for £487, the 
balance of the price of goods sold and delivered to the defendants. 
The defence was that, owing to some of the sulphiric acid supplied 
by the p aintiffs being of greater strength thau that contracted for, 
and to tLe fact that certain carboys contained hydrochloric acid, 
damage was done to certain batteries, and on this account the 
defeudants counterclaimed for £579 93. 5d. The only point in 
dispute was the defendants' counterclaim. 

The defendants’ case was that they had, sinc» the year 1896, pur- 
chased sulphuric acid from the plaintiffs, aud contracted for acid 
which was not to be higher or lower than 1 250 specific gravity, and 
which was to be pure brimstone acid. The defendants alleged that 


the plaintiffs knew that the acid was used for storage batteries, and 
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that it must be of the exact strength. In December, 1899, defen- 
dants had a large order for storage batteries for Prince Hatzfeldt, 
and ordered from the plaintiffs 86 carboys of acid to be delivered to 
the firm of contractors who were putting in the installation. The 
86 carboys were delivered, and it was said they contained 0°2 per 
cent. of hydrochloric acid, which had got there by common salt 
having been put in the acid. The contents of the carboys were 
poured into the storage cells, with the result that they were 
destroyed. The defendants estimated that the damage resulting 
there was £723 58. 4d. For another installation the defendants 
were putting in storage batteries, and directed the plaintiffs to 
deliver in November, 1899, 36 carboys of acid of the specific 
gravity of 1:215. The defendants’ case was that plaintiffs supplied 
acid of the specific gravity of 17750, and on two of the carboys 
sr. skater into the cells, the cells were destroyed. The damage 
on this hcad was put at £24. Another head of claim by the 
defendants was for 30 carboys, ordered from plaintiffs in October, 
1899, where the acid delivered was of the specific gravity of 1/7740 
instead of 1:250. 

The case for the plaintiffs on the counterclaim was with regard to 
the item of £24 that the mistake arose through the railway company 
mixing two consignments. With regard to the larger claim, they 
denied that there was any hydrochloric acid contained in the acid 
supplied at all, and further, that if there was, it could not do the 
slightest harm. Mr. Justice Bigham, after hearing evidence, was of 
opinion that the damage done to the batteries was not due to the 
acid supplie 1 by the plaintiffs, but, he thought, on the other hand, 
that the plaintiffs had not delivered the acid which they undertook 
to deliver. He accordingly gave judgment for the plaintiffs on the 
claim, and for the plaintiffs on the counterclaim, but without costs. 
Hence the present appeal of the defendants. 

Mr. Thomas Terrell, K.O., for the appellants, said that the learned 
Judge must have been misled by one of the plaintiffs' witnesses, and 
did not appreciate what the evidence amounted to. If he had he 
would have fouad that the damage to the batteries was caused by 
the acid supplied by the plaintiffs. 

The hearing was adjourned. 


Ввіант'в TRusTEB v. MaRINO & BRIGEHT'S LIGHT AND POWER 
COMPANY. 


MR. Evz, K.C., last Friday, applied to Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady 
for an injunction to restrain the defendant, Mr. Marino, from 
voting at any meeting of Bright’s Light and Power Company 
in respect of certain shares standing in his name on the register of 
the defendant company. He explained that last week the company 
undertook not to deal with the shares, but the defendants declined 
to give an undertaking as to voting, on the ground that evidence 
would be forthcoming by to-day to support their case on that 

int. No evidence had been filed, and he therefore asked the 
injunction. | 

His LozpsHrIP granted an injunction in terms of the notice of 
motion. 


British ELECTRICAL MANUFACTUBING COMPANY. 


A MOTION in a debenture holder’s action against this company was 
brought. before Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady on Friday last in the 
Chancery Division. Mr. Houston, for the plaintiff, said his client 
was the holder of the debentures of the company amopnting to 
£2,000, and the company was being wound up voluntarily. 

Mr. WIT said that the plaintiff had not proved that his 
debentures were registered. 

Batisfactory proof of registration was immediately forthcoming, 
and Mr. Houston, in asking that the liquidator be appointed 
receiver and manager, said that a manager was necessary as contracts 
were in progress, and it would be a serious thing if the business 
were stopped. 

His LoRpeHrIP made the order asked for. 


ее —————— 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Ox Monday the following Bills came before the Examiners of the 
House of Commons for proof of compliance with Standing 
Orders :— 

AMexborough and Swinton Tramways.—A Bill to incorporate the 
Mexborough and Swinton Tramways Company, and to empower the 
company to make tramways and tramroads, &c. Power is asked to 
construct certain tramways, and to enter into an agreement with 
the Rawmarsh Urban District Council to construct the tramways 
which the Urban District Council were authorised to construct under 
their Act of 1900, and to enter into an agrcement with the Corpora- 
tion of Rotherham for the working of the Rotherham tramways. 
The works intended to be carried out under the Bill are four lengths 
of tramway, one of which is over 2 miles in length, and one about 
14 miles long. Power is also asked to take and_use a piece of land 
9 acres odd in extent, situated in the Urban District of Swinton, for 
the erection of a generating station. The authorised capital is 
£150,000, and the company may borrow on mortgage sums not 
exceeding £25,000 in respect of each £75,000 of capital. The first 
directors will be Mesers. W. ‘Binns, F. Hawe, and E. A. Paris. In 
the event of the company undertaking the obligations imposed upon 
the Corporation of the Rotherham and the Rawmarsh Councils by 


the Tramways Acts in respect of certain bridges, the company may, 
during the continuance of any agreement, exercise the powers con- : 
ferred upon the Corporation of Rotherham and the Rawmarsh 
Council for the construction and reconstruction of the said bridges. 
With respect to the purchase of the undertaking by local authorities, 
the Bill asks that the period of 42 years should be substituted for 
the 21 years nientioned in the Tramways Act of 1870. The oxamina- 
tion of the Bill was postponed until February 10th. 

Saddleworth, Springhead and Lees Tramways.—Under this Bill 
the Saddleworth, Springhead and Lees Tramway Company is sought 
to be incorporated for the purpose of constructing and aintataining 
iramways in Saddleworth, Springhead and Lees. 'The length of 
the tramway lines proposed to be made is about 144 miles, and it 
is also proposed to make a new street and a new bridge across the 
River Tare, at a point about 4 chains west of the Delph Bridge. 
The gauge of the tramways is to be 4 ft. 85 in. The capital of the 
company is to be £150,000, with borrowing powers up to £50,000. 
Owing to the late deposit of the money, Standing Orders were 
found not to have been complied with, and the Bill will accordingly 
have to go before the Standing Orders Committee, who will decide 
whethor it shall be allowed to proceed. 

Scarborough Tramways.—Particulars of this Bill were given in 
the ELECTRICAL. Review of January 3let. Briefly, the powers 
sought are the incorporation of a company to lay down a tramway 
service in the borough.—The examination was further postponed 
till February 10th. | 

City and Brixton Railway.—Standing Orders were found to have 
been complied with in respect of this Bill, which authorises an 
extension of time in regard to the purchase of land and the enter- 
ing into agreements with the City and South London Railway 
Company for the working of the railway. 

City and Brixton Railway ( Abandonment ).—Under this Bill power 
was sought to abandon and relinquish the construction of the under- 
ground railway and works respectively authorised by the Acts of 
1855 a 1899.—There was no attendance, and the Bill was marked 
‘ еа » 

Manchester District Telephone Board.—This Bill is described as one 
for constituting and incorporating a board to consist of representa- 
tives ofthe Corporations of Manchester, Salford, Stockport and Eccles, 
and the Urban District of Stretford, and authorising the board to 
provide a system of public telephonic communication in and in the 
neighbourhood of the City of Manchester. According to the Bill it 
is estimated that the board could provide machinery, conductors, 
and apparatus for carrying on the business proposed to be under- 
taken for £150,000. This plant would be sufficient to place Man- 
chester, Salford, Eccles, Stockport, Ashton-under-Lyne, Alderley 
Edge, Altrincham, Audenshaw, Ashton-on-Mersey, Bowdon, 
Cheadle, Gatley, Denton, Droylsden, Failsworth, Gorton, Heaton 
Norris, Irlam, Knutsford, Levenshulme, Moss Side, Prestwich, 
Swinton, Pendlebury, Sale, Stretford, Wimston, Whitefield, 
Worsley, Withington, Wilmslow, Burton-upon-Irwell, Limehurst, - 
and the Macclesfield and Stockport rural districts in telephonic 
communication with each other. It is proposed that the board 
managing the telephones shall consist of ten representatives of the 
Manchester Corporation, five from the Salford Council, two from 
Stockport, and one each from Eccles and Stretford. The members 
of the board must be members of the Councils of the districts they 
represent, and the board is to operate so long as it has the Post- 
master-General’s license to doso. It is provided that the profits or 
losses shall be divided proportionately to representation among the 
Corporations constituting the board. Standing Orders were found 
to have been complied with. 

Bexhill and Rother field Railway.—This is a Bill for the abandon- 
ment of the Bexhill and Rotherfield Railway. The company was 
empowered in 1891 to make the railway, but none of the powers 
had been exercised. Standing Orders were found to have been 
complied with. 


ScorcH PRIVATE BILLS. 


THE following Bills, amongst others, came before the Examiners 
of the House of Commons on Monday for proof of compliance 
with Standing Orders. Under the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899, local inquiries will be held with regard to the 
measures, instead of the opposition being heard before a Select 
Committee, as is the case with English Bills:— 

Rothesay Tramways (Extension).—This Bill is to authorise the 
Rothesay Tramways Company, Limited, to construct additional 
tramways. In 1880 the company was authorised to construct and 
maintain tramways partly in the Royal Burgh and parish of 
Rothesay, and partly in the ерни of North Bute, and the company 
now proposes to lay down additional tramways, and work the same 
by electric traction. Five lengths of tramways are sought to be 
constructed, one of which is 2 miles 2 furlongs long, situated in 
North Bute, and another 1 mile odd in length situated in 
Rothesay. A number of street widenings are proposed, and land 
is scheduled for a generating station. Clause 26 empowers the 
company to apply for, or to take, transfers of Electric Lighting 
Orders. It was found that Standing Orders had not been com- 
plied with, and the Bill will have to go before the Standing Orders 
Committee. | 

Aberdeen Suburban Tramways.—Under this Bill it is sought to 
incorporate and confer powers on the Aberdeen Suburban Tramway 
Company, апа the tramways proposed are as follows:—No. 1, 
1 mile 4 furlongs 6°70 chains; No. 2, 4 furlongs 2°30 chains; No. 3, 
5 miles 5 furlongs 8 chains; No. 4, 4°50 chains. The capital will be 
£72,000. It is provided in the Bill that No. 2 tramway shall not 
be constructed within 12 months of the passing of the order, 
except with the written consent of the Aberdeen Corporation, and 
the Corporation may, if desirour, within the 12 months require the 
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. company to transfer the powers vested in them by the Act with 

‘respect to this particular line on the Corporation paying a propor- 
tion of the expenses of obtaining the Act. It further provides that 
the Corporation may, on giving six months’ notice, purchase the 
tramway No. 2 at any time after construction. Power is given for 
the company to enter into agreements with the Corporation for the 
combined working of the company’s and the Corporation's tram- 
ways. The examination of the Bill was postponed until February 
10th. 

Glasgow Corporation.—Various powers are sought under the 
Glasgow Corporation Bill, and amongst them are powers to supply 
electricity where the consumer has a separate supply, and to supply 
electric motor fittings, &c., and to exempt the same from distress. 
Standing Orders were found to have been complied with. 

Greenock and Port Glasgow Tramways.—The Greenock and Port 
Glasgow Tramways Company seek further powers with respect to 
their tramway undertaking in the Borough of Port Glasgow. A 
new length of tramway will be construeted, and power to work 
motor cars and omnibuses in connection with their undertaking is 
asked. Authority isalso asked to raise £65,000 additional capital. 
The necessary proofs of compliance with Standing Orders were 
' forthcoming. 


WATER-TUBE BOILERS. 


A RECENT question in the House by Mr. W. Allan, of Sunderland, 
for whose persistent annoyance of the Admiralty we think he has 
deserved the thanks of the country, brought out & statement from 
Mr. Foster that the report on the Minerva and Hyacinth trials wiil 
soon be issued. We hope that soon may be interpreted literally, 
for we believe that if the report speaks the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, it should render impossible any return to 
Belleville boilers orany similar type. Our esteemed contemporary 
the Engincer uses the occasion once again to insist that water-tube 
boilers of the large tube variety cannot safely possess tubes whose 
length exceeds 25 diameters, and attributes the failure of the 
Belleville type to the fact that the tubes have the excessive ratio 


* = 200. About 25 may be the safe limit, beyond which it is 


not well to go, and we will not dispute this, though we would point 
out that the Belleville fault of excess Jength was complicated, not 


alone by the numerous bends in the course of cach 
long pipe, but also by the very flat inclination of the 
many lengths. Steam naturally makes its escape from any 


confined place along the line of least resistance, and in the Belleville 
boiler this linc of least resistance happened to be the so-called 
down-comers. These down-comers are short and direct, and the 
exercise of very little thinking power should have shown designers 
that they would at once become up-goers." They did so become, 
and this virtuous property was denied them by the interposition of 
the back-flow valves—a ridiculous thing, in any case, to put into a 
boiler, and serving to aggravate matters, we should suppose, and 
not to improve them. Ав constructed without the non-return 
valves, as, we bclieve, the boiler originally was constructed, the steam 
generated in the lower tubes would naturally tend to escape by the 
so-called down-comers, and one inclines to ask if ever the down- 


comers were made to extend above the water line in the steam - 


drum. Had they bccn so constructed, and bad the enormous 
length of tubes not prevented circulation, it is obvious 
that, with a reversed flow of water down the sloping 
tubes and up the down-comers," as steam and water mixed, 
there might possibly have been a steady circulation of the water 
towards the fire, the comparatively cold water descending the 
manifolded tubes, becoming hotter as it neared the furnace, and 
finally escaping as steam and water by the short path of the “ down- 


comer." Such a circulation would of course have been correct in ` 


direction—the water and the hot gas would have flowed counter 
current wise. But M. Belleville would not have this; at least he 
interposed his non-return valves, and rendered such a circulation 
impossible, while not introducing any other true circulation. It is 
possibie, of course, that the generation of steam in so long а tube 
would be so great that no satisfactory circulation was established. 
We have no information that a satisfactory circulation was set up, 
but we аге at least justified in assuming that the presence of the 
non-return valves proves that circulation of a sort did establish 
itself contrary to M. Belleville's intention, or otherwise why iare the 
valves there? Now we should very much like to know whether 
such unpremeditated circulation did occur to a satisfactory extent, 
and whether had it been left to itself, it would or would not 
have been sufficient and satisfactory. We confess to having doubts 
on account of the many square bends, but we think it extremely 
likely that the boiler would have acted better and would have been 
safer as a free agent, striving to produce a natural circulation, than 
as urranged with the valves to compel an unnatural direction of 
flow. We can imagine that the tlow which did take place prior іо 
the introduction of the non-return valves comes as something like a 
shock upon the designer, who took such steps as suggested them- 
selves to compel things to follow the lines of human design aud 
fallibility rather than listen to the voice of nature, whose laws are 
being defied. 

There seems no reason to believe that the ratio of 25 : 1 applies to 
boilers of small-tube type iu which the inclination of the tubes is 
steep. Such boilers seem to possess excellent circulation, and to 
demand only good water. Boilers with a single length of inclined 
tube also sdein to have a circulation in the designed direction. If 


it were absolutely essential that the Belleville boiler should be made 
a success, it could easily be done. Itcan hardly be doubted that the 
interposition of a centrifugal pump between the upper drum and the 
water-tubes, of a capacity sufficient to compel a circulation of suffi- 
cient magnitude downwards towards the fire, and up by the down- 
comers, would compel success. It is simply a question of facing 
the mechanical problem, and is hardly likely to be attempted while 
there are boilers that will remain safe without a mechanically-pro- 
duced circulation. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


©“ Jointless " Car Cables. 


Patent No. 12,862, June 24th, 1901, has come to my 
notice, and I beg to ask why great complications should be 
added to such a detail as wiring a car ? 

This method proposes to use double the quantity, of half 
the sectional area, of copper, and by taking out one loop to 
get а tapping without the usual T joint. | 

I refer to the diagram published, and submit a diagram of 
cables which I have used for years, and never thought the 
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method worthy of the cost of patenting. I also put the 
advantages claimed against the superior advantages of the 
older and simpler system. 


THE JOINTLESS PATENT CLAIMS My Mertuov Uses 

One equivalent wire z 7. 

For ‘0229 sq. in. one 7/16, 
419 in. diam. 

For 0356 sq. in. one 7/14, 
483 in. diam. 


Two smaller wires л A' and вв’. 

For 0256 sq. in. copper two 
7/18's, each 355 in. diam. 

For :0348 sq. in. -copper two 
7/17’s, each 380 in. diam. 


There is not much evidence of economy of space. 
Number of wires to enter confined space in controller :— 


| Two. | One. 
Size of hole in canvas covering at least 


71 in. x 36 in. against 419 diam. 
‘76 in. x 38 in. against 483 diam. 
The facility of changing one wire instead of two con- 
nected to a double socket is vastly in favour of my method. 
In fact, the patent under criticism is another instance of 
& theorist's work with no provision forgetting twice as many 
cables of practically the same diameter into a hole already 
too small to get the smaller number in with ease, as every 
car wireman could testify. 
The relative sizes are shown on sketch of cable of sizes 


mentioned, 


L. D. Collins. 
London, January 28th, 1902. ` 


Gas Producers. 


We notice, and as makers of gas producing plants are 
much interested in, Enquirer's" letter which appeared in 
your issue of January 14th, and your remarks thereon in 
another column. 

We do not, however, quite agree with the assumptions oon- 
tained therein. In the first place, great stress is laid on the 
advantage of a plant taking up very little room. Is this an 
unqualified advantage? Of course, we know that in some 
cases space is very valuable, and compactness of plant may 
outweigh every other consideration, but, we certainly hold the 
opinion strongly that, where room for it can be found even 
at some sacrifice, a plant having cleaning apparatus of ample 
capacity will be cheapest and most satisfactory in the end, 
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and we certainly consider that the gas holder justifies 
ita existence, if only as a regulator of pressure, especially so, 
if as often happens, there are burners or stoves working 
from the same gas plant as the engines, though there are 
several other reasons in favour of its retention. | 

It is obviously impossible to clean the gas thoroughly unless 
the plant has sufficient cleaning apparatus, and this of course 
takes up room. | 

With regard to the delivery of gas below atmospheric 
pressure, and the question of leakage in connection therewith, 
it is certainly true that if a leak occurs in a plant in 
which the gas is below atmospheric pressure, air will be 
drawn in and the gas weakened, and if the plant is working 
above atmospheric pressure a certain amount of poisonous 
gas will escape, but this appears to us to be a trivial point, 
for surely no reputable firm would erect a plant with leaky 


ipes. 

The other question raised by Enquirer " is of far more 
importance. A certain amount of power will be taken if 
the piston of the engine has to draw its charge of gas 
through the plant, though on small engines we imagine that 
it would be too small to bea serious consideration, but 
where the real disadvantage lies is in the fact that the 
engine is drawing its charge at a slight vacuum, and that, 
therefore, a more attenuated charge of gas is obtained than 
if it is delivered at a slight pressure above atmosphere, and 
consequently the power given off by such an engine must be 
less. f 

We consider that the power would be at least 5 per cent. 
less than if gas of equal quality were delivered under 
pressure to the same engine, and the power obtained from a 
given engine would probably be 20 per cent. less than with 
town’s gas. E 

In answer to “ Enquirer's" question as to where large 
engines may be seen working on the Taylor system, you 
refer to several engines working with blast furnace gases, 
and state that these gases are practically identical with 
ordinary producer gases. | 

This is not the case, nor have we heard of any case where 
the systems are worked in a manner sufficiently similar to 
render the results obtained with one of any service in 
estimating probable results with the other. 

Blast furnace gases, although composed of nearly the 
same constituents as ordinary producer gases, contain them 
in very different proportions ; for one thing the amount of 
СО» (carbon dioxide), which is useless, is much greater, and 
their heating value may be taken as being from 100 to 120 
B. T. U. 's per cubic foot, while the heating value of producer 
gases, as generated by various types of producer at present on 
the market, would vary from about 140 to 170 B.T.U.’s per 
cubic foot. 

Again, engines specially designed for the purpose are 
almost invariably used to work with the very poor gas 
derived from blast furnaces, and we have never heard that 
the supply of gas is delivered to them below atmospheric 
pressure. | 


We shall be pleased, as far as we can, to answer any 


further questions “ Enquirer” may wish to ask, and thank 
you in anticipation of your courtesy in inserting this letter. 


T. H. & J. Daniels. 
Stroud, January 28th, 1902. | 


Improved Testing Tank. 


It is not contended that by the use of the improved test- 
ing tank the normal conditions can be attained the instant 
the generator is started up. With whatever form of testing 
apparatus is used, adjustments must be made until the steady 
load is attained, but if Yrreb" will make a small calcula- 
tion he will find that it will only occupy a very short space 
of time to raise the temperature of the electrolyte in the 
tank from, say, 55° F. to 200? F., and during this time an 
attendant was necessary to adjust the distance apart of the 
electrodes. Up to the present, the most steady load has 
been obtained by the use of wire resistances, but this resist- 
ance is not constant until the heat lost by radiation is equal 


to the heat caused by the C? R losses, but after the wire has. 


attained a certain temperature one equals the other. 
Why, if the load had been continued for another half 


hour, must the electrolyte have been boiling? What par- 
ticular virtue is there in the next half hour? A test was 
made with 300 kw. for 6 hours; at the end of 20 minutes 
the electrolyte had attained a temperature of 200? F.; the 
electrodes were not altered in any way, and the test was con- 
tinued for six hours, during the whole of which time the 
electrolyte, owing to the cooling action of the circulating 
water, remained constant at 200° F.; and I am ready to 
assert that Yrreb " could have run for another half hour, 
or half day, without getting the electrolyte to boil. 

I entirely fail to see the benefit of “ Yrreb’s” arrange- 
ment. His tank contains 96 cub. ft., and therefore holds 
6,000 lbs. of water. Now, 700 B. H.P. will raise this weight 
of water 5° F. in one minute, so in order to keep the 
electrolyte at an approximately equal temperature, the tank 
must be refilled at least 30 times per hour when testing his 
700-н.р. set. This is equal to 180 times for а six hours’ 
run, or to 1,140,000 lbs., or 114,000 gallons of water. If 
he adds no salt or soda, his electrolyte will only be plain 
water long before he has finished his test. 

* Yerreb " is discreetly silent upon the sloppy state of the 
ground round his tank while the test is in progress, to 
obviate which was one of the reasons why this tank was 
made. Neither does he appear to appreciate the fact that 
with his tank he loses 114,000 gallons of water, while Mr. 


. Lindley saves this, as it was distinctly stated; the water was 


in no way defiled, but could be, and was, afterwards used for 
boiler feed. 

Provided the tank is properly made, there is no reason 
why it should not be used for high-tension work. 


The Writer of the Article. 


The Tramway Junction at Sheffield. 


For several weeks considerable space has been taken up in 
your Journal by a discussion on the above subject, which, 
in my opinion, does not exactly fall within its province. 

The first letter that appeared over the name “ Electric ” 
struck me as being, to say the least of it, rather strange 
from-a disinterested individual, so I followed the whole cor- 
respondence carefully, and I might say with interest; and 
if, after his apparent inexperience of tramway matters has 
been plainly—painfully plainly—pointed out by “ P. W. E." 
and other correspondents, he does not admit that the position 
he has taken up is untenable, there is an extract from our 
Immortal Bard that I could mention which he might very 
appropriately take unto himself. 

Dynamo. 


[No useful purpose will be served by a further continu- 
ance of this correspondence. Readers will therefore kindly 
note that it is now closed.— Ens, EL EC. КЕУ.] | 


Machine Tools. 


Referring to Mr. Bathurst’s letter in your last issue, T 
note that he says that his articles were designed for the 
ordinary reader, but it is precisely the ordinary reader who 
is likely to be misled by Mr. Bathurst’s inaccurate state- 
ments, as he is not able to add the grain of ealt needed for 
the digestion of all Mr. Bathurst's articles. 

The statement (which Mr. Bathurst has not attempted to 
justify) about the unskilled labourer being able to work a 
drilling machine as efficiently as the high-class workman, ig 
an instance in point. 

As regards the oiling pin in the tail-stock casting, I will 
refer Mr. Bathurst to Engineering, February 17th, 1888, 
p. 161, where he will see an illustration of the oil-hole and 
pin, which he says ** was evolved perhaps five years аро.” 

Mr. Bathurst's remark about axe grinding is rather ill- 
advised, in view of his previous writings on the subject of 
interior wiring; as a matter of fact, І am not a manu- 
facturer of machine tools. | 

For the matter of that, Mr. Bathurst himself seems to 
have set up a new grindstone in these articles, but I am glad 
to see that he owns that it doesn’t put on a very keen edge. 


Н. W. A. 
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Soldering Fluids. 


With reference to the inquiry in your issue of January 
24th about soldering flux, it may be of interest for me to 
say that for three years I used a paste similar to that 
mentioned by “Н. Е. T." It was called the * Highland" 
flux, and I do not know whether it is at present sold in 
England ; like the Burnley paste, it was made in U.S.A. 
This flux will clean the metal, quite as much as the ordinary 
soldering fluid, while resin, of course, does not do so to any 
extent, but only keeps the surface clean if previously cleaned. 
For instance, when using the paste, it is unnecessary to 
scrape or emery-paper the wires of V.I.R. insulated cables, 
which saves a great deal of time, especially with stranded 
cables ; the solder “ takes ” without difficulty even when the 
wires are quite black. I have used it for large cables, and 
for the finest wires, and have never seen the slightest trace of 
corrosion, though I have opened many old joints. I would 
also like to point out that a paste is a far more convenient 
form for using, and for carrying about, than a fluid, or such 
а substance as resin. 

I do not believe that anyone who tried soldering paste 
would ever want to use resin again as a flux for soldering. 


G. C. Allingham. 
Hampstead, February 4th, 1902. 


In last week's issue of the REVIEW, we notice some 
remarks as to a non-corrosive soldering paste, calling 
it the Burnley soldering paste. 

It will, perhaps, be of interest to many of your readers to 
learn that we are the makers of this substance ; the name we 
sell it under is, Elecíro-Soldine," and we conclude that the 
reason it has been named the “ Burnley soldering paste” is 
owing to Burnley being our postal centre, and it having 
been used largely in that town. 

We may say that we have been making this material for 
many years, although we have only recently pushed its sale. 

We are taking the liberty of forwarding per post a few 
samples, and trust that they will be of service. 


Thoroclean Soap Company. 


WHITAKER. 
Padiham, February 3rd, 1902. 


[We have examined the samples, which are of the same 
consistency, but of s much paler complexion than the 
samples previously sent us by our other correspondents. 
Apparently there is some confusion on the question of nomen- 
clature. Electro-Soldine," it is claimed, is non-corrosive, 
and free from acids; it is a stiff paste, and can readily be 
applied to the work with a splint or a knife. We have not 
as yet experimented with it. 

We have received a further sample of the Burnley soldering 
paste, this time from the London agents, Messrs. E. Home 
and Co., of Old Charlton. It is of the consistency and 
colour of vaseline, and appears to be identical with that 
to which we referred some time ago. — Eps. Brko. Rev. ] 


* Hatfield ? Electrically-Driven Feed Pumps. 


Referring to our letter in your last issue, we are sorry to 
trouble you again, but we find, unfortunately, there were 
some clerical errors in our last. We shall be obliged if you 
will kindly correct them. 

In the sentence beginning * Assuming the all-round 
efficiency . . . the first figure should be 60 per cent., not 
50 per cent., and the consumption of steam per 1. II. P. per 
hour of the pumps should be 27, and not 20. 


| Merryweather & Sons, Limited. 
February 9rd, 1902. 


The letter iu your issue of January 24th from “ Station 
Engineer“ is open to much comment, and I am surprised that 
no one has replied to it. 'The method employed in locating the 
H.T. short was, indeed, primitive, and does not reflect much 


credit upon those concerned. What were the house trans- 
formers cut off for? And what is meant by saying that 
the short could not be tested for with transformers on the 
feeder? From the nature of the fault when found, it would 
appear to be a pretty good earth, as well as & short, and 
could have been located by testing with ohm-meter, and 
treating the fault as an earth. 

It is to be hoped, for the sake of unfortunate consumers, 
that it was purely a small piece of friction. 

Mains. 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 
Mr. Cramp has assured us that the method advocated by 


the writer in the American contemporary gives approximate. 


results. In this method the losses referred to are assumed 
to remain constant from по” load to “ full” load. 

The sentence abstracted from one of my articles should 
be read in the “light” of its own context, and in no other 
light whatever. | 

P. T. White. 


I suggest that yuu should refuse to insert letters in your 
paper from writers who find it necessary to resort to personal 
reflections and abuse to support their argumenta, By resort- 
ing to such methods they generally give away their cause, 
and invariably give away themselves. 

G. N. T. 


[We are wholly in sympathy with our correspondent, 
„G. N. T." in his suggestion. Our practice is to allow 
correspondents a free hand, except when they indulge in 
libellous statements (for which, of course, we should be held 
responsible). It is, however, with the greatest regret that 
we insert such letters as the one complained of, more 
especially as we are aware that Mr. White's critic, whom he 
rashly assails, far from being a mere theorist, is a thoroughly 
practical engineer, fully equipped with experience in 
the best workshops, and with special knowledge of the 
very subject under discussion. Further, Mr. White's 
allusions to the Central Technical College show that he is 
under a total misapprehension as to the nature of its work 
and methods, Not only is the college fully up to date in 
its teaching, which is in the hands of a staff recruited from 
electricity works, dynamo factories, &c., but the researches 
carried on in its laboratories have been, and will be, of the 
greatest value to the electrical industry in general. 

Referring to the subject of the controversy, we may say 
that while we should strongly object to the wilful interrup- 
tion of the exciting current of a shunt-wound motor or 
dynamo, still, it is an accident to which every machine is 
liable, and we should regard a machine which would not 
safely withstand the trial as ** no class." 

No starter should permit of the shunt being broken under 
normal conditions, but Mr. White said“ remove the * arma- 
ture’ cable.” When this is done, the shunt circuit, which 
should remain closed through the armature at the moment 
of switching off, cannot be so closed, and therefore the 
conditions are not normal; the starter i8 not to blame for 
this. 

As for hint No. 7, we cannot imagine upon what it is 
based; it is, of course, totally opposed to the facts.—Enps. 
El. Eo. Rev. | 


SUBMERGED ELECTRICO LAmMps.—A correspondent wishes 
to be referred to any information extant regarding submerged 
electric lamps, for use in fishing.—Evs, Eure. Rev. 


University College. Liverpool.— The Technical In- 
struction Committee of the Lancashire County Council, after giving 
careful consideration to an application from University College, 
Liverpool, for а special grant towards the cost of equipping the 
Department of Electro-Technies, recommends that a special grant 
of £1,000 be made for this purpose, such sum to be paid in two 
equal annual instalments of £500. 


i 

| 
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ELECTRICAL MATTERS AT THE LONDON 
COUNTY COUNCIL. 


THE Finance Committee reported at a meeting of the Council on 
Tuesday having received an application from the Electrical Trades 
Union for increases in the rates of pay for electrical workmen to 
be made in the Council’s list of rates of wages and hours of labour. 
Having made inquiries, the Committee were of opinion that the 
wages for armature winders should be advanced from 8d to 9d. per 
hour, but thatthe other rates asked by the Union were not those in 
practice obtained. The Committee were in communication with 
the Union on the subject, and meanwhile the Council decided to 
amend the list to 9d. per hour for winders. 

Provisional Orders.—' The Highways Committee presented a report 
in relation to the five applications made to the Board of Trade for 
provisional orders by the Borough Councils of Bermondsey, Cam- 
berwell, Southwark, Stoke Newington, and Woolwich. As regards 
the charge for supply, the maximum price fixed in four of the orders 
was 8d. рег unit, whilst in the Southwark order the price 
specified was 10s. for any amount up to 20 units, and 6d. per unit 
&bove that quantity. A yearago the County Council suggested, in 
the case of the orders then before the Board of Trade, that the 
maximum price after the first 20 units should be 5d., which appeared 
to be the average charge to consumers. The Board of Trade, how- 
ever, after holding an inquiry into the matter, inserted in such of 
the orders as were granted last year 10s. as the maximum price for 
the first 20 units, and 6d. per unit after that number. As already 
stated, 6d. was the charge propoaed in the Southwark order of this 
session, and the Committee expressed the opinion that the Board 
of Trade should be asked to insert the same maximum in the other 
orders. "They had prepared amendments to give effect to that 
suggestion, and to other amendments of a formal character. 

The Telephone Scrvice.—A report was submitted by the Highways 
Committee in reference to the Guildhall conferences and the futile 
amendment moved by Sir Joseph Dimsdale in the House of Com- 
mons. In commenting upon the question, the Committee stated 
that there did not appear to be any prospect held out in Mr. 
Chamberlain's speech of an immediate and careful reconsideration 
of the terms of the Post Oftice agreement, such as the County 
Council had probably hoped for, and the necessity for which was 
recognised with such general unanimity at the conferences held to 
consider the subject. Mr. McKinnon Wood asked the chairman of 
the Committee if he would be willing to postpone the considera- 
tion of the question for a week, in view of the facts which had now 
come before the Council. The discussion was thereupon deferred. 

Subways for  Tramiwcays.—The Improvements Committee, in 
reporting on the Victoria Embankment— Holborn subway scheme, 
mentioned that one of the points to which much attention had been 
given, was the proposal for bringing the contemplated under- 
ground tramway to the surface in Southampton Row close to the 
junction with Theobald's Road, and the effect which the scheme 
would bave upon existing traffic at that and similar places. The 
subject was soimportant, however, that there had not been sufficient 
time for the Committee to examine alternative schemes and to have 
fall estimates of tbe cost prepared. In the opinion of the Com- 
mittee the Bill should be proceeded with in its present form 
on the understanding that before tbe work was under- 
taken they would have an opportunity of considering any 
suggestions for the modification of the project. In a further report 
of considerable length the Committee referred to the proposal for 
the widening of the southern end of Hampstead Road, the refusal of 
the St. Pancras Borough Council to consent to a tramway along 
Tottenham Court Road, and the suggestion of that authority in 
favour of a shallow underground tramway being constructed under 
that thorovghfare. With regard to the latter suggestion, the 
Committee pointed out that the Metropolitan Railway, which passes 
under Euston Road and across tbe junction of Hampstead Road 
and Tottenham Court Road, would cause insuperable difficulties to 
the constraction of a shallow underground tramway from Hampstead 
Road to Oxford Street passing under Euston Road. The under- 
ground tramway would either have to come to the surface before it 
reached Enston Road or would have to pass under Euston Road in 
tunnel, the tram rails being probably about 40 ft. below the surface 
at that point, and this would be very inconvenient if a station were 
required there. Moreover, there would be difficulties in connection 
with the drainage. If, on the other hand, the tramway were brought 
to the surface south of Euston Road a widening of Tottenham Court 
Road would be necessary, involving the acquisition of valuable 
properties at considerable cost. ТЬе construction of an under- 
ground tramway along Tottenham Conrt Road would involve an 
expenditure of from £300,(00 to £4 0,000, and this estimate does 
rot make any allowance in respect of compensation which might 
have to be paid to tne owners of vaults or cellars under the foot- 
ways which would have to be interfered with if such a tramway 
were constructed, because on each side of the tramway-subway 
there would be a subway for pipes, wires, &c., the total width of 
the space to be occupied by the tbree subways amounting to about 
50 ft. 

The Committee stated that the difficulties had been explained to 
a deputation from the Bcrough Council which would probably have 
to reconsider the question. In the meantime the Committee 

recommended the Council to proceed with the clauses of the Tram- 
ways and Improvements Bill relating to the widening of Hampstead 
Road on the understanding that a clause should he inserted to pro- 
vide that the carrying out of the improvement should be subject to 
the Borough Council giving consent to the construction of a tramway 
from tbe present terminus in Hampstead Road to a point near 
Oxford Street. The recommendation was passed without comment. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Миник ENDING Бев. бтн, 1901. | WIE виогма FEB. 4тн, 1902. 


Adelaide es Value £1,900 Adelaide. - .. Value £100 

= Teleg. wire .. . 187 Amsterdam.. ЕР > iis 65 
Alexandria .. T га „ 911 Batavia. Teleg. mat. .. - 45 
Amsterdam ee ee es es 110 Calcutta ee ов ee ee 940 
Auckland ae ee ee ee 122 | Cape Town е6 ee ee ee 488 
Boca .. us vs ys . 978 Channel Islands .. ee .. 100 
Bombay  .. x sa .. 428 Colombo oo ee SQ 55 
Brisbane a Ж ix 40 | Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 17 
Buenos Ayres se ев ee 203 | Durban ee ee ee ee 898 

$$ Teleg. mat. .. 880 East London RET ,. 28 

Calcutta oe "P .. 851 Fremantle T s .. 897 
Cape Town ex .. 141 | Hamburg s sa 29 77 
Chinde vs is 81 Havre. Teleg. mat. S 92 65 
Colombo ee ee ee ee 200 | adras ee ee ee ee 200 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire . 178 Port Said. ө - s 50 
Demerara .. .. .. .. 65 ! Santos ^ М, жи car | 
Durban es ae - „ 488 Shanghai we в 200 

„ Teleg. apparatus .. 607 Stockholm - Vx 119 
East London s> a .. 1,250 ù Teleg. mat. 195 
Fremantle .. a - - 18 | Sydney is ВА m 8,167 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... .. 400 Wellington. Teleg. mat. .. 885 
Hobart .. G5 5; Ж ” Teleph. mat. 246 
Hong Kong.. es ae (s 17 | Yokohama .. T $4 Vx 25 
Huelva "S : "s T 27 
Malta. Teleg. mat. $4 . . m | 
Melbourne .. as s .. 607 

s Teleg. mat. .. 494 

Newcastle .. is $3 38 


Ostend Us. as лы oss 1180 


Perth iis - d - 92 | 
Port Elizabeth  .. ae as SIT; 
Rosario. Teleg. mat. .. . 119 


Santos. Teleg. ma “a .. 837 | 
Shanghai .. we oe 139 


Singapore . ios 85 
Bydney a ee ё" . . 1,447 
» Elec. detonators ee 149 


Вуга. Teleg. cable oe 
Valparaiso .. 


| 
| 
| 
as Teleg. mat. oe 947 | 

ees ee ese | 
Wellington sae en, г, С 


Yokohama .. se oa se 1 
ii Teleg. cable .. 517 
Total se £86,680 . Total 5 £7,741 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Bombay. Elec. machinery Value £120 
Perth. Elec.apparatus.. T 35 
Sydney. Teleph. apparatus 78 


Total .. .. £228 


American Machinery for the British Westinghouse 
Works.—The Jfechanical Engineer says that at the Manchester 
Association of Engineers’ annual dinner Mr. J. C. Stewart, the pre- 
sent representative of the British Westinghouse Company in Man- 
chester, said that 80 per cent. of the machinery for the company’s 
works in Trafford Park was coming from the United States, and 20 
per cent. from this country. They were importing machinery from 
America at 40 per cent. less cost than they could purchase it for in 
Great Britain. The mistake which the majority of the heads of 
engineering firms made in this country was, that they did not 
appreciate the advantage of scrap iron. They built machines to 
last too long. In America they only built their machines to last 
10 years, because experience had proved that in every 10 years there 
was an entire change in machinery ; and it was necessary, if they 
were to enter successfully into competition with others, to at once 
adopt all the latest improvements. 


Ате Lamp Trimming.—The Borough Council of Batter- 
sea bas just purchased a novel apparatus to facilitate the cleaning 
and keeping in order of the electric lights in the streets of their 
district. This is practically a light telescopic fire escape, with 
special fittings for resting against the lamp standards, and a rising 
platform at top, on which the workman can safely stand, with both 
hands free while putting in carbons, cleaning globes, &c. The 
machine has been designed and constructed by Messrs. Merry- 
weather, the fire engine makers, who have also recently built nine 
similar apparatus for the Westminster Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion. 


Aston Distribution Boards.—In our notice last week 
of the new H.V. distribution boards which are being manufactured 
by Veritys, Limited, a printer's error made us say '' Ashton" for 
Aston. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—A receiving order having 
been made on January 21st against Geo. Willie Clarke, electrical 
engineer, described as of 117, Queen Victoria Street, City, and of 
Lyndhurst, Harold Wood, Essex, the first meeting of creditors was 
held at the London Bankruptcy Court on February 3rd, before Mr. 
W. P. Bowyer, Assistant Official Receiver. The proceedings were 
founded on a petition presented by the Hiram Maxim Lamp Com- 
pany, Limited, the act of bankruptcy being the execution by the 
debtor of an assignment for the benefit of bis creditors generally. 
The chairman said that some difficulty had arisen in the matter, 
because a receiving order bad also been made against the debtor in 
the Chelmsford County Court. He understood, however, that the 
two matters would be consolidated, and would be dealt with by the 
High Court. The debtor had submitted a statement of affairs show- 
ing liabilities £5,269 17s. 1d., of which £3,373 5s. 2d. was expected 
to rank, and assets consisting of stock-in-trade (cost £500), £205; 
trade fixtures and fittings, £10 10s. ; share of deposit in the Post 
Office, £14 10s; book debts, £201 11s. 6d.; and surplus from 
securities held by creditors, £13; total assets, £444 11s. 6d. The 
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preferential claims were returned at £129 11s. 11d. leaving an esti- 
mated deficiency of £3,058 5s. 7d. The debtor had not yet -been 
preliminarily examined under the proceedings. 

Replying to the chairman, the debtor stated tbat he had no offer 
to make at the present time, but one would be put forward later. 
The creditors resolved that the matter should be wound up in 
bankruptcy by Mr. Arthur Fk. Lovell, C.A., of 60, Watling Street, 
City, as trustee, and they appointed a committee of inspection, con- 
sisting of Mr. F. Stokes 8 the Hiram Maxim Lamp 
Company), Mr. Allwood (of the General Electric Company), and 
Mr. E. Eggiman. The trustee’s bond was fixed at £500. The 
public examination has been appointed for March 5th at the London 
Bankruptcy Court. The deticiency account showa an excess of 
liabilities over assets on January Ist, 1900, of £1,500; household 
and personal expenses since that date, £300; loss incurred in pay- 
ing out partner at East Hanningfield, £900; loss incurred through 
a claim of £100 by the rector of Hanningfield for breach of contract 
and law costa, £200 ; loss on business at Grays, £100 ; and deprecia- 
tion on fixtures and stock at Harold Wood, £345. Onthe other 
side appears net profit on business since January 1st, 1900, £206. 
The following are returned as creditors :— | 


Berliner R Manufacturing Company, London. £16 8 0 
Bratchell, E. G., Hornchurch ae ex . ae 42 8 0 
British Electrical Manufacturing Co., Limited, London  .. 21 0 0 
Clarke, W., East Hanningfield, .. vx ex Su .. 1915 0 0 
Durbam, E., Chelmsford аА v us x А: "T 14 1 
Edison & Swan United Electric Light Company, London .. 27 11 5 
Eggiman, E., London .. M >: МА 25 ix .. 101 6 0 
Fuller, McLeod & Co., Limite s “a vs Vx 8 90 12 2 
General Electric Company (1900), Limited - T .. 126 5 8 
Hill & Co., Romford .. А vs ET es АЕ «s 24 0 0 
Hiram Maxim Lamp Company, Limited, London .. 10712 6 
Krupka & Jacoby ai s s V "m "m s 5111 1 
Lewis, Bayliss & Co., Wednesbury ek... LA " .. 26 9 8 
Meikle, R. B., London js ET sc ME ES 25 10 0 0 
Renewable Electric Lamp Company, Limited. vs PS 16 14 9 
J. R. Roberts’ Stores, Limited, Stratford.. же es (s 10 12 10 
St. Helens Cable Company, Limited, Warrington  .. Es 1015 8 
Spencer, J. E. & 8., London.. Po xs vs - 2% 119 2 
Tanner, W., & Co., Chelmsford .. x zs E ide 50 0 0 
Veritys, Limited, London  .. ss ES Ms 805 НЕ 17 0 0 
Wright, Geo., Chelmsford .. sè is ix E .. 370 0 0 
Badd, J., & Sons, Limited, Maddon Vs ie b^ ES 10 0 0 
Fcuiy SEcURED, ' 

- Huddleston, Percy & Co., London. ЗР © 2 .. £117 0 0 
Meeson, W. M., Battlebridge is 2s o xx . . 1,650 0 0 
Rent 22 8 v Ар is x F - xs 46 0 0 
Ratea, taxes, and wages acf. isa ae V А 88 11 11 


Catalogues and Lists. —Messrs. F. C. Mathieson and 
Sons, 16, Coptball Avenue, E. C., have published (2s. 6d.) the 1902 
issue of their very useful Highest and Lowest Prices,“ in which we 
find details respecting the highest and lowest business marked in 
1901, the dates on which they occur, and the extreme fluctuation of 
every stock officially quoted on the Stock Exchange. The gas and 
electric, telegraph and telephone, and tram ways and omnibus sections 
are those which will especially appeal to electrical investors aud 
all interested in the business done on 'Change in electrical under- 
takings during last year. 

Messrs. Estler Bros. send us an illustrated list of their Wilkinson's 
patent trolley head, both swivelling and fixed types; also briefly 
describing insulating sleeves, trolley wheels, and poles. The 
swivelling head consists of asleeve which can easily be clamped on 
the trolley pole in the usual manner, and on to this sleeve a special 
bearing arm ів fixed by means of a steel pin. This bearing is nor- 
mally held in position by a suitable spring. Iuto this bearing the 
pin of the wheel fork is fitted, and the pivot seating at the bottom 
is so arranged that the trolley wheel always tends to come back into 
line with the pole. The trolley wheel is as usual provided with 
graphite bushing. Should the head leave the trolley wire from any 
cause, and come into contact with a span wire, the whee) is pulled 
back, and so allowed to clear itself, after which the wheel imme- 
diately rights itself. This head is claimed to embody various 
improvements, which do not increase its weight. | 

The English Electric Manufacturing Company, Limited, of 
Preston, have issued a new brochure, a copy of which has come to 
hand from Messre. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited. There are sume 
excellent pictures made from recent photographs of the different 
departments at the works, and some of these give a good idea of the 
large amount of work in band. 

Catalogue No. 43 of Messrs. R. W. Blackwell & Co., Limited, 
details a number of their specialities, including the Whitney 
measuring instruments, motor and dynamo rheostats, switches, 
fuses, and Packard lamps. Prices and illustrations are given. 

A Few Words as regard Size of Steam Pipes,” is the title of a 
little folding list received from the Pulsometer Engineering Com- 
pany, Limited. 

A good list of portable accumulators, lamps, cycle lamps, X-ray 
sets, igniticn batteries, electric jewellery and so forth, bas been 
brought out by Messrs. C. A. Vandervell & Co., of Thorpe Works, 
North Kensiogton, W. 

Lists of the Regina economic are lamp (system “ Rosemeyer ") 
with current whole:ale prices have been issued by Regina- 
Bogenlampenfabrik, of Köln am Rhein. 

From Messrs, Herbert Morris & Bastert, Limited, of Empress 
Works, Loughborough, an illustrated circular of overhead band 
cranes, of which we understand they keep large stocks in different 
sizes for power stations, engineering works, and other purposes. An 
overhead electric travelling crane is shown in course of erection. 

A nicely got-up book (113 pages) has been sent to us by the firm of 
Ludw. Loewe & Co., Limited, of Farringdon Street, E.C., in which are 
described the machines manufactured by the Bullard Machine Tool 
Company, of U.S.A., for whom they are sole agents for Great 


Britain. The printing, illustration, and general sct-out of the book 
are excellent, : a 


The General Electric Company (1900), Limited, have brought out 
a new list of Union" enamelled steel conduits. The company no 
longer confine themselves entirely to the close-joint light-gauge 
bedstead type of tube, although this is listed for those who wish to 
use it, especially for the Colonies and indry climates. They have 
made a speciality of a better form of brazed-joint light-gauge tube 
for butting, but for those who prefer it perfectly watertight it can 
be supplied in a heavier gauge screwed gas thread. This is a 
serviceable type of conduit, especially suitable for damp places and 
for good continuity. For those who require a system of a sub- 
stantial nature, such as for public buildings, &c., the welded-joint 
heavy-gauge tubing, with screwed gas thread, is recommended. As 
it is the practice nowadaysto obtain good continuity with conduit, 
and to connect same to earth at some point, in саке of a leak, close- 
joint tubing with screwed brass thread is also listed. ‘‘ Papristeel" 
tubing, which is made very lightly, and has an interior lining, thus 
affording increased insulation, is also shown in the list, as are fittings 
for all forms of conduits, including switch and ceiling rose boxes 
and special junction boxes. The list is inte: ded for insertion in 
the company's present catalogue, Section W, and it cancels all 
conduits, &c., already listed in that section. 

Messrs. Cowlishaw, Walker & Co., Limited, of Etruria, Btoke-on- 
Trent, have rent us lists of their Snyer's patent elastic clutch or 
coupling, and of firms to whom they have been supplied. 

The North British Rubber Company, Limited, of Edinburgh, bas 
issued reduced and ameuded price lists of machine belting, also 
delivery, suction, and steam hose. 


“ Century " Tumbler Switch.—A new form of switch, 
under the above title, has been recently introduced by Mr. A. Р. 
Lundberg, whose long experience of the manufacture of electric 
fittings commands respect. The figures show a two-way switch of 
this pattern, closed, and an ordinary switch of the same type, open; 
it will be seen that the contact bar, which is of insulating material, 
is double, and carries a copper bridge on the working end, which 


makes contact with two springy copper plates connected with the 
terminals. The novel feature consists in the mounting of the con- 
tact bar, which is controlled by two springs, and is held in position 
by a fixed pivot passing through a metal-bushed slot in the contact 
bar. The combined action of the springs and slot passes descrip- 
tion in words, but the result is a peculiar movement of the bar, 
giving a very quick break, and ensuring definite on and off posi- 


tions. The bandle is insulated from the live parts, and the latter 
are well separated from one another and from earth. The two-way 
switch is of similar design; other patterns are made with fuse 
terminals (which are still called for, even at this date), and with 
small base for flush work. 


The Cruse Superheater.—We have received a well- 
got-up catalogue of this new superheater which contains а 
large amount of special information and figures relative 
to the properties of steam and other figures useful to the 
steam engineer. The Cruse superheater is novel in construction, 
being made of fairly large pipes of weldless steel with small 
internal pipes of copper, through which water is circulated. It is 


claimed that with this’superheater fitted to a boiler, more steam can 
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be produced superheated to 500° than could be given by the same 
weight of coal burned in the same boiler without the superheater. 
This is in accordance with other experience of superheaters on 
somewhat parallel lines. Applied to a Lancashire boiler, the 
apparatus is placed in the down-take immediately behind the boiler. 
There is no space between the boiler and the superheater for the 
gases to get away. This we consider necessary to the efficient 
working of superheaters in this position. At the same time it is 
rather against full inspection, and it may be asked, Why not set 
back the superheater and apply suitable removable baffle plates to 
compel the hot gases to travel between the pipes? From the pre- 
liminary treatise on superheating it appears that Trevithick, as in 
other things, was ahead of his time, and patented and made a super- 
heater as early as 1811, for which he claimed great economy. It is 
claimed for him that he was the originator of the jacket which 
formed a steam thoroughfare, and he supplied superheated steam 
to this jacket, whence it passed forward to the cylinder. It is not 
generally understood or recognised that, with a fixed cut-off to any 
engine, less work can be got ont of that engine with superheated 
than with saturated steam. This catalogue or treatise does recognise 
this. The reason is, of course, that so much of the saturated steam 
is condensed upon entering the cylinder, that the real cut-off is later 
than it appears to be by the mechanism. Perhaps one-third of the 
entering steam is condensed, and much of this condensed steam, the 
latent heat of which has gone to re-heat the cylinder metal, 
re-absorbe heat from the cylinder as the pressure falls, and helps to 
raise the pressure during the later parta of the stroke, filling up the 
toe of the indicator diagram at the expense of the next lot of 
initial steam. This superheating must be accompanied, for equal 
work, with a later cut-off, but very much less weight of steam will 
be used for equal work. The Cruse superheater seems to be con- 
structed on sound principles. Excessive degrees of superheat are 
perhaps not called for. The principal economy is probably derived 
with the first, 100? of additional temperature, and whatever is found 
to be the best for general comfort in working, can be secured with 
the Cruse system of regulation. For varying loads, we think the 
simple engine and superheater should prove far more economical 
than the present over-cylindered compound engines that seem to be 
putto this work, purely because of fashion, aud not from either 
judgment or experience. 


Books Received. — * Brynes Guide to Company 
Formation." Second edition. Edited and compiled by James 
Bryne. London: Bryne &Co., Limited. 28. 

“Les Tramways Electriques,” by Н. Maréchal. 
Béranger. 1902. 10 fr. 

" Pumps: Their Construction and Management,” by P. R. 
Björling. London: P. S. King & Son. 3s. 6d. net. 

" Export Merchant Shippers’ Directory,” for 1902. London: 
Dean & Son. 178. 6d. я 

“The Arithmetic of Electrical Measurements,” by W. R. P. Hobbs, 
R.N. Revised by Dr. Б. Wormell Ninth edition. London: 
Thos. Murby. 


Bremer Arc Lamp.—A New York exchange says that 
the Bremer arc lamp, which uses special carbons carrying metallic 
salts, &c., and has special features of regulation, has been taken to 
the U.S., and is now in the hands of the Westinghouse Company. 
It is broadly understood that coloured lighting effects obtainable 
are one of the features. 


B.T.H. Ampere-Hour Meters.—The British Thomson- 
Houston Company, Limited, of Rugby, have just secured a record 
order for 1,800 of their well-known OK. ampere-hour metera. These 
meters are manufactured for use on standard potential continuous 
current two and three-wire circuits only, and in capacities of from 
1 to 15 amperes inclusive. They are stated to start with less than 
1 per cent. of the full-load current, thus ensuring a high degree of 
accuracy on the smallest load which the instrument is expected to 
record. Some of the prominent features claimed for this meter are: 
Small size, neat appearance, small cost, high accuracy, permanency, 
minimum of attention required and negligible temperature co- 
efficient. 


Concert.—The Thomson-Houston Athletic Club held a 
Bohemian Concert at the Town Hall, Rugby, on Friday, January 
31st, this being the first since the removal of the company from 
London to Rugby. The chair was occupied by the managing director 
of the company, Mr. W. J. Clark. The concert was an unqualitied 
success, and the limits of the hall were severely taxed to accom- 
modate tke large and appreciative audience present. So successful 
was this concert, that the Committee now believe they bave every 
reason to feel justified in holding several similar gatherings during 
the season. 


Directory.—We have received a copy of the 1902 
edition of the Export Merchant Shippers’ Directory (Dean and 
Son, Limited, 1604, Fleet Street, E.C.). We understand that the 
whole book has been carefully revised, each section having been 
considerably enlarged; especial attention has also been given to 
the lists of merchant shippers and classified goods shipped, and it 
should be a useful book to commercial men who want at hand, for 
ready reference, a concise list of shippers, manufacturers, and 
agents, arranged under their different towns. The price is 17s. 6d. 


Düsseldorf Exhibition, 1902.—A great Industrial and 
Art Exhibition will be held at Düsseldorf in May. Düsseldorf 
is the chief centre of the iron and steel industries of Germany, and 
it is anxious to emulate the example of Glasgow; but, unlike 
Glasgow, its exhibition will not be international. The German 
manufacturers intend to demonstrate by this exhibition the great 
progress that they have made during the last 20 vears. Everything 
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has been organised on a large scale. There is a Machinery Hall 
covering five acres, and it will contain all the latest inventions in 
engineering and electricity. The Great Industrial Hall occupies 
75 acres. Düsseldorf will be the national meeting-place in Germany 
during the exhibition for all scientific and other societies. 'The 
British Iron and Steel Institute will hold its annual meeting in the 
city, and there will be other important international gatherings. 


E. C. C. Beneficence.—The Electrical Construction Com- 
pany, of Bushbury, near Wolverhampton, have offered a recreation 
ground to the Bushbury Parish Council, and at a meeting of that 
Council on Friday evening last, a deputation was appointed 
to wait upon the manager of the company (Mr. Blackburn) to 
arrange about taking the ground over. The chairman and directors 
of the company were also heartily thanked for their generosity. 


New Are Lamp.— The accompanying illustration shows 
a new arc lamp which has been designed by Messrs. Offord, Wilson 
and Barfield, of Birmingham, and is now being manufactured by 
them specially for use in photographic studios. The lamp is 
intended for fixing to the usual parabolic reflector,jand is made 
either with two, three or four sets of carbons as! maybe most con- 
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venient for the E.M.F. at disposal. It is primarily arranged to 
substitute a single lamp taking, say, 30 or 40 amperes on 100-volt 
supply whenever the supply in that place is changed over to, say, 
200 volts, as by having three or four lamps in series as shown, large 
losses in resistances are avoided. This arrangement is provided 
with an automatic striking gear, so that immediately the last set of 
carbons are fed together by hand, the arc is struck on all three or 
four lamps simultaneously. А specially strong and portable resist- 
ance frame is also made, to be run in conjunction with these lamps. 


Flash Light.—At Westminster Police Court last week, a 
new electrical sign was condemned by the magistrate on the score 
that it came within the words of the bye-law—"' altering suddenly 
in intensity.” It was given in evidence by Mr. G. C. Fricker, an 
electricai engineer, that the sign was specially designed to comply 
with the regulations, and that the gradual variations from minimum 
to maximum brightness, and back again, occupied three-quarters of 
a minute. Nevertheless, this learned magistrate—Mr. Sheil— 
declared that he would accept the opinion of practical men like 
pus drivers before all the engineers in the world, and he cared not 
a straw for the views of "scientific persons who speak of seconds." 
We now know that to speak of seconds is to be scientific—truly a 
short cut—-and that practical wisdom is to be found on the box. 
Would that it could be foynd on the bench! 
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German Electrical Industry.—The financial papers 
say that the possibility of the establishment of a community of 
interests between the Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, Berlin, 
and the Schuckert Electrical Company, of Nuremberg, is considered 
to be favourable. Members of the board of the Schuckert Company 
are expected shortly in Berlin, in order to more closely examine the 
circumstances of the Allgemeine Company, but some time will 
elapse before the arrangement has been completed. 


Guildhall Charge.—Last week Alderman Smallman had 
before him Charles Bright, electrical engineer, of Buenos Ayres, 
who was charged on remand with having unlawfully, with intent 
to defraud his creditors, concealed some of his property, namely, 
10,202 shares in Charles Bright & Co., Limited, and 13,183 shares 
in Bright’s Light and Power Company, Limited. Two other 
persons were now summoned—Moreno and Fudge—who were 
charged with conspiring with Bright to commit the alleged frauds. 
The Alderman adjourned the case, and said that Bright’s bail would 
remain as before. Fudge and Moreno would each be released on 
their own recognizances in £500. 


Mica in 1901.—In their annual mica trade report 
Messrs. Tulloch & Co., of 4, Fenchurch Avenue, E.C., state that 
during 1901 mica suffered from the prevailing general depression in 
trade. At the close of the year the outlook became more pro- 
mising, but no material improvement in values was expected until 
more active purchasing took place in the electrical and other trades. 
We make the following extracts from the report :— 

In Germany the commercial] crisis has accentuated the depression in the 
electrical trades. As that country is one of the largest customers for Indian 
mica, this has slackened demand generally, especially as regards the Jarger- 
sized slabs. Whilst the European demand all round has been quiet, stocks of 
good useful sizes and qualities have been in short supply, and should inquiries 
continue to run on medium grades and the larger remain neglected, it is not 
unlikely that values for the smaller sizes will go to a premium. Nature has, 
unfortunately, not arranged the mica crystalsin convenient lots of graded sizes. 
Thus, taking Bengal mica at the present time, there is no incentive to either 
the European or native mineowners to work their deposits to their full capacity. 
The grades at present mostly sought after are, perhaps, Nos. 8, 4 and 5, latter 
either in the form of slabs or splittings. To provide tbese grades means also 
the mining of the larger crystals and the accumulation of stocks of the very 
sizes for the sale of which the mines mainly depend for their profits. These 
remarks apply specially to Bengal, but also to Madras in & lesser decree. 
Unless the trade go back to a larger extent on the larger sized grades, or some 
fresh use is found for same, mining can only be carried on at & loss, and this is 
bound to curtail exports from India and Calcutta especially. Canada has 
exported & rather larger quantity to the United Kingdom and Continent, but 
this description does not attract much support at present from the electrical 
trades. Stocks in London in importers' hands of good quality and useful sizes 
are light—smaller indeed than for some time past. 

To sum up the position. Whilst the important developments in electrical 
traction point to an even larger consumption of mica in the near future, other 
countries outside of India have been attracted to compete and exploit theirown 
deposits. Notably is this the case with Canada, which country supplies approxi- 
mately three-fifths of the American mica consumption. Bengal miners, who 
are somewhat conservative in their methods, have to '* wake up" and recognise 
this fact, and that the trade here is in а transition condition. Hundreds of 
cases are every year exported from Calcutta of qualities absolutely unsaleable, 
and which not only mean & heavy loss to shippers, but help to prejudice the 
selling values of good merchantable qualities by unduly inflating stocks on the 
London market. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Geipel & Lange, of 
Westminster, have (as successors to Messrs. H. M. Salmony & Co.) 
heen appointed the sole agents in the United Kingdom and English 
Colonies for the sale of the electrical testing and measuring instru- 
ments made by Messrs. Chauvin & Arnoux, of Paris. These instru- 
ments have been widely used both in this country and upon the 
Continent, for many years. Amongst othera are included:— 
Ammeters and voltmetcrs (switchboard and portable types) of the 
gravity, moving coil, and hot wire patterns; also recording ammeters, 
voltmeters, and wattmeters of the D'Arsonval and hot-wire patterns; 
portable testing sets of all descriptions, including ohmmeters, Wheat- 
stone bridges, potentiometers, galvanometers, and universal testing 
sets. Of the last mentioned, they supply a special line of icom- 
binations of instruments enabling any reading over a very wide 
range to be made by the station engineer at any portion of his 
system. We learn that already these sets are in use at 20 different 
stations in this country. Messrs. Geipel & Lange propose holding a 
stock of the most used patterns in London, and can give prompt 
delivery. They will shortly be issuing a complete catalogue. 

The E.L.B. (British Manufacturing Company), Limited, announce 
that as extra accommodation has now been made available at their 
revistered office, 7, Pall Mall, S. W., the counting bouse has been 
removed to that address. No. 9, Grosvenor Mansions will there- 
fore be devoted entirely to sales. 

Messrs. Ellis & Ward, electric light and power engineers, 
of Birmingham, have taken extensive offices, showrooms, and stores 
at Edmund Street, Birmingham, in order to deal with their rapidly 
iucreasing business, where they will hold large stocks of dynamos, 
motors, and other machinery and fittings for electric light and 
power distribution, available for immediate dispatch, and suitable 
for alternating or continuous-current circuits of all standard 
voltages. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ashtead.—The Epsom R.D.C. has assented to the 
application of Messrs. Baker, Lees & Co. for a prov. order relating 
exclusively to Ashtead Parish. 


Bath.—The sub-committee appointed to inquire into the 
breakdowns at the end of last year has presented its report to the 
T.C. The sub-committee finds that the accidents were but extreme 
instances of similar occurrences which took place at intervals from 
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the time when the Corporation took over the works, and were 
mainly due to the defective system in vogue, viz.: high pressure 
alternating current of high frequency, not runniog in parallel, but 
using throw-over switchboards and an obsolete system of maina. 
At the time of the purchase the consulting engineer, Mr. R. Ham- 
mond, advised that no alteration was necessary in the system, but 
that an expenditure of £14,503 (later increased to £32,500) would 
suffice to put the works and mains into а satisfactory condition. 
The Committee in cbarge of the matter pressed the scheme through 
the Council with undue haste, without obtaining a further report 
from the engineer, and continued to incur large additional outlays 
from time to time until the total expenditure amounted to £95,000, 
The old switchboard was condemned by H.M. inspector in May last 
year, but the warning was ignored, and on the advice of their 
engineer the Committee obtained & new board of similar design, 
which failed the first time it was put into use, and caused an 
extinction of the light throughout the city. Immediately upon 
taking charge of the works, the resident engineer, Mr. Teague, 
recognised the danger of both the boards, and obtained a design and 
estimate from Messrs. Ferranti, Limited, for & new switchboard, 
which were submitted to the committee, but nothing further was 
done until the recent breakdowns compelled the committee to 
procure a similar Ferranti board in haste. The latter is one-fifth 
the size, and two-thirds the cost of the new board which broke 
down. 

The engine-room crane is useless for handling the new engines, as 
it is not mounted at a sufficient height. The meters in use are said 
to be of an obsolete type, and no meter testing apparatus was 
provided at the works until last July. The switches ordered for 
the arc lamp-posts in 1900 at £5 108. each, never have been, and 
never can be, used. 

The Committee is convinced that the series of accidents at Bath 
is in no way & necessary accompaniment of electricity supply. 
Examination of other undertakings proves that they are safe and 
profitable investments. A subsequent report will be devoted to the 
question of street lighting, and to discussion of the best course to 
be pursued in the future. 

Mr. Manville, who has been cailed in to advise the Council, 
recommends a further outlay of £70,000, and estimates that after 
reconstruction the undertaking will return £300 per annum in 
addition to capital charges and working costs. 

Mr. Manville, in his report, makes the following recommenda- 
tions :— 

That (for the centre of the city at least) the direct current 
(instead of the alternating) should be adopted. This would give 
such satisfaction to consumers that a rapid increase in their number 
would ensue, 

That the authority should avail themselves of the opportunity of 
the change of system in the central portion of the city to raise the 
pressure both there and in the outskirts to 220 volts at consumers’ 
terminals. The immediate effect of this would be to enable the 
low tension network in the centre of the city, which is at present 
overloaded, to take for the most part at least three times as many 
lamps as at present with efficiency. 

That the existing plant in the station should be left exactly as at 
present. 

That the first section of a new boiler house be erected, so designed 
that ultimately coal-bunkers could be erected overhead ; that it be 
fitted with two marine dry-back boilers (space being left for six). 


That two turbo-generators, each of 250 Kw., and two, each of . 


500 xw., be installed forthwith, and also an alternator, switchboard 
and other apparatus. 
His estimate is as follows:— 


Building, including chimney shaft 150 ft. high .. 2 . . £10,000 
Two new boilers oe es я vs A PR ca 97 
Four turbo-generators and alternator  .. А VA . 17,164 
Switeh board у РЕ 23 ae “> "t oe ee 2,500 
Mains E NC КЕ 85 us <3 ёл v .. 14,966 
Cost of connecting additional consumers to take up 28,800 

B-c,p. lamps - ix 2s ss Ss а . 2,200 
Substitution of 104 existing public lamps a 38 ne 624 
Feeder switchgear 400 


Altering incandescent lamps for higher pressure : : E 2,500 


New meters = AS š ine . 1,500 
Ferranti switchboard .. Ux “Ж T Um x .. 1,400 
Equal ratio transformers es ә we x oe ee 1,000 
| £63,914 

Contingencies and engineering, say 10 per cent, oe .. 6,894 
£70,888 


On the assumption that there are additional consumers to the 
extent of 23,800 lamps, in future there would be & gross profit of 
£10,245. 

The interest and sinking fund on present capital expended 
(£95,730) is £5,732, and on the proposed further expenditure of 
£70,000, would be £4,200 more, making a total of £9,932, leaving a 
net annual surplus of £312. The extra number of lamps, on which 
the calculations are based, may Le obtained in three years. 

Mr. Mauville proposes to make a supplementary report, stating 
how tbe overloaded condition of the plant and mains may be dealt 
with. 


Ballymahon.—4A public meeting of the people has 
approved of a scheme for the electric lighting of the town. 


Belfast.—The output of electrical energy for the past half- 
year shows an increase of 30 per cent., made up of lighting 20 per 
cent., and power 97 per cent. 


Bridgend.—On Tuesday night the Bridgend U. D.C. 
affixed their seal to an agreement with the South Wales Electrical 
Power Distribution Company to supply the town with electric light. 
An electric tramway is now on the (apis for the district. 


"~ -— c м 


— 


Vol. 60. No. 1,263, Равволат 7, 1902.) (THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


219 


Bridgwater.—The B. of T. has revoked the Bridgwater 
Corporation Electric Lighting Order, 1898. 


Brisbane.—An electrical crane for the wharves at South 
Brisbane is expected to arrive in Queensland about the end of 
March next. It will be able to travel along the wharves, pick up a 
track of coal, lower it into a vessel’s hold, and discharge the coal in 
the quickest space of time. 


Bristol.—The Electrical Committee are making arrange- 
ments for the ceremony of opening the new lighting station at 
Avonbank on Wednesday, February 19th. 


Broughty Ferry.—The T.C. has agreed to appoint Mr. 
G. Balfour, electrical engineer, Dundee, to report on the whole 
subject of starting an installation of electric lighting for the burgh. 
Mr. Balfour was selected from a list of fully 20 applicants in 
Scotland and England. 


Colliery Plant.—The Hulton Colliery Company, near 
Westhoughton, are having electrical machinery put down in two 
new mines they are about to open near Atherton, Lancashire. 


Dorking. — The U.D.C. has rejected the offer of 
Edmundson's Electricity Corporation to take over the Council's 
prov. order for 25 years on the Council applying for a loan of about 
£39,000. The Council, however, is ready to negotiate with the 
applicants or any other firm. 


Dacca (India).— The electric lighting installation pro- 
vided for the town by the generosity of the Nawab, Sir Ahsanullah 
Bahadur, was opened on December 8th. It was carried out by 
Messrs. Osler & Co., at a cost of 4 lakhs of rupees. The plant con- 
sists of three Marshall loco-type boilers, four Belliss-Parker steam 
dynamos, and a storage battery, and is capable of supplying 2,500 
8-c.P. lampe. | 

Edinburgh.—The T.C. has received the consent of the 
Secretary for Scotland to the borrowing of a further sum of £90,000 


for the erection of electric lighting works, raising the total sum to 
£790,000. 


Farnham.—The U. D.C. has asked Messrs. Preece and 
Cardew to recommend other firms, in addition to Messrs. 
Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation, to submit competitive tenders 
for the electric lighting scheme. 


Gillingham.—The D.C. has resolved that application be 
made to the L.G.B. for permission to borrow £58,000 in respect of 
estimated capital expenditure on the electricity works to be 
acquired by the Council. 


Greenock.—The burgh electrical engineer, Mr. W. M. 
Nelson, points out an error in the output figures which we gave last 
week. It seems that the figures should be as follows: 


. Units sold. 
1901 (62 weeks), lighting .. 280,268 
i traction .. . 126,195 
Total es ae ee oe ee oe 406,458 
1900 (55 weeks), lighting .. „ ah 24 . 150,642 
Total increase . 255,816 


Our previous information made it appear that 280,263 units was 
the total output, whereas it was the ontput for light and power only. 
As the tramways did not attain the full service until November 
7th, and a very large proportion of the motor load (370 Kw.) came 
on in November and December, it is evident that even these 
figures do not really represent the actual state of affairs, and there 
will consequently be a very large increase in the output for both 
lighting and traction during the current year. 


King's Lynn.—The Electric Lighting Committee have 
entered into an agreement with the Guardians to wire the work- 
house for £148. 


Leeds.— During the last quarter electric lamps were 
added equivalent to 20,000 8-с.р. lamps, compared with an increase 
of 8,000 during the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
The E.L. department is now able to supply 170,000 such lamps. 


The new electric mains now being put down in Long Road pro- 


mise to turn out a most profitable investment, scores of applications 
for lights having already been received from shopkcepers and house- 
holders in that district. 

The demand for electricity for motive power is rapidly increasing. 
Two large orders for over 100 H.P. each have just been received by 
the department from two big enginecring firms, one of whom 
intends running his establishment entirely by electricity. 

The extensive new generating plant now being put down in the 
old Brittania Mills is expected to be ready in six or eight months. 


Llanelly (Carmarthenshire), — Tenders have been 
received from 13 firms for the electric installation of the old 
Llanelly Dock, vis.:—H. Coles, Swansea; R. W. Cowell & Co., 
London; Mather & Platt, Limited, Manchester; Bruce reebles and 
Co., Edinburgh ; C. E. & Н. W. Peel, Swansea: Н. Alger & Sons, 
Newport (Mon.); Electric Construction Company, Wolverhampton ; 
National Electric Wiring Company, Swansea; Edwards & Armstrong, 
Bristol; and C. Howell, Limited; Clayton Engineering Company, 
Hyde; H. Lewis & Fletcher, Cardiff. The matter has been referred 
to the harbour engineer to report. 


London—Crry.— The Corporation has decided to appeal 
to the House of Lords against the decision of the Court of Appeal 
that the contract with the City of London E.L. Company for the 
eastern district was valid. 

STEPNEY.—The Borough Council has instructed Messrs. Willans 
and Robinson to remove the plant from the temporary to the 
permanent power station at their usual day rates. 


Long Eaton.—A special meeting of the U.D.C. was held 
recently to consider a letter from the L.G.B. in regard to the recent 
inquiry held by Colonel Coke, on the Council's application to borrow 
£15,000 for works of electric supply. The letter urged the Council 
to consider whether it would not be better for them to accept the 
offer of the Derby and Nottingham Power Company for a supply of 
electric current in bulk, rather than expend so large a sum as that 
proposed in building a generating station to produce their own 
supply. The meeting was adjourned for further information. 


Manchester.—Last week the Electricity Committee 
reported to the Council that the work is progressing so well that 
there is no fear of the supply of electricity from the station by 
May 1st. Atthe Polygon, Bennett Street, and Denton sub-stations 
the work is well in hand, and Messrs. Glover have made consider- 
able progress with the laying of cables. Certain of the generating 
machinery for the first instalment of Dr. Kennedy's plant is now 
on its way to Manchester. Messrs. Yates & Thom, of Blackburn, 
were expected to begin this week the delivery of engines under 
their contract. Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, of Glasgow, began last 
week the erection of boilers at Stuart Street, and the building 
wherein allthese appliances are being placed will be completely 
roofed, partly permanently, by about 14th inst. 


A L.G.B. inquiry into the application of the Corporation for 
sanction to borrow £477,000 for purposes of their electricity 
undertaking was held last week by Mr. H. H. Law, M.Inst.C.E. 
Mr. T. Hudson, deputy town clerk, in explaining the proposals of 
the Corporation, said that on May 7th, 1901, an inquiry was held 
by Mr. Boulnois regarding the money required to construct 
the Stuart Street generating station, and the amount then asked 
for was £310,110, which was the balance of an application made 
by the Corporation for £500,020. 

The first part of the present application was to complete the 
scheme which was laid before Mr. Boulnois in 1901. This was the 
scheme of Dr. Kennedy for the construction of plant to give 15,000 
H. P. at Stuart Street, and the amount required for the purpose was 
£82,000. The former inquiry only related to five sub-stations out 
of а total of 10,and the present inquiry dealt with the remaining 
five stations, as well as with certain additional matters which were 
found to be required. The second object of the inquiry was to deal 
with the new installation of plant at Stuart Street, which had been 
designed by Mr. Metzger to provide an additional 12,000 н.р., and 
the amount required for this purpose was £350,000. The third item 
related to the Dickinson Street station, which was a low-tension 
station. It was proposed there to substitute two new turbo- 
generator sets for four existing small belt-driven sete. The two 
new sets would provide 6,000 н.р., whereas the four old ones only 
provided 1,600 H.P. The estimated cost of the new sets was 
£43,861, and asthe existing machinery cost £13,861, there was a 
balance left of £30,000, which was the sum the Corporation asked 
for sanction to borrow. 

The fourth item was a sum of £15,000 for additional mains 
between Ashton Old Road and the Corporation’s transformer station 
at Denton to meet their obligations in regard to Denton for the 
supply of energy and also for the purpose of working the tramways 
in Hyde Road, Gorton and Denton. The existing plant at Dickinson 
Street provided 12,000 н.р.; the plant at Bloom Street when com- 
pleted would provide 14,000 m.P.; Dr. Kennedy's installation at 
Stuart Street would provide 15,000 н.р. ; and Mr. Metzger's installa- 
tion at Stuart Street would provide an additional 12,000 H.P., 
making a gross total of 53,000 н.р. actually in operation, sanctioned, 
or about to be sanctioned, to Christmas, 1901, with & small margin 

or reserve, representirg 15,500 H.P.; the additional present demand 
for lighting, allowing for reserve, was equal to 7,000 H. P.; the 
additional demand for traction within half-a-mile of Bloom Street 
amounted to 3,500 н P.; the current for Dr. Kennedy's 10 sub-stations, 
chiefly for tramways, absorbing three of the six engines put down 
in Dr. Kennedy’s installation, 7,500 H.P.; four additional tram 
routes, taking the fourth engine, 2,500 H.P.; and additional 
requirements. for light and power, including the General Post Office, 
which would absorb the fifth and sixth engines, 5,000 H.P. The 
requirements for 10 additional sub-stations connected with Mr. 
Metzger’s scheme and for reserves, increased demands, and emer- 
gencies, would appropriate the whole of the 12,000 н.р. under Mr. 
Metzger's scheme. These figures showed the necessity for the fresh 
outlay and the additional installation which was proposed. 
Altogether there were 20 sub-stations, and the land for the majority 
of these had now beca acquired. The Corporation asked that th 
loan should be for a period of 25 years as in former cases. | 

Dr. Bishop said that there were at the present time 170 applicants 
waiting to be supplied with curreat, and their demands represented 
something like 90,000 ¢-c.p. lamps. 

Councillor W. H Hesketh, Dr. Kennedy, Mr. Metzger, Mr. Allott, 
and Mr. T. de Courcy Meade (city surveyor) also gave evidence, 
after which the inquiry was closed. There was no opposition to 
the application. 


Middlesbrough.—In order that they may successfully 
meet American and other competition in the stecl and iron trade, 
says the Manchester Evening Mail, the directors of Messrs. Bolckow, 
Vaughan & Co. have decided to adopt electrical power at their 
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Cleveland steelworks, and have given the order for the work to the 
British Westinghouse Company, at a cost of nearly £70,000. A com- 
mencement has already been made with the laying down of the plant, 
which will be, upon completion, the most extensive electrical installa- 
tion in any great works in the North of England. The electrical 
station is to be erected about a mile from the works. The over- 
head cranes will be turned into the electrical three-motor type, 
whilst the jib cranes will be fitted with one motor. The machinery 
at the railbank shops is also to be converted, and, as far as possible, 
each machine will have its own motor. It has also been decided to 
erect two new blast furnaces on the American system, and it is stated 
that it is the intention of the company to proceed with the erection 
of five new furnaces at a cost of nearly £500,000, which, on com- 
pletion, will replace no fewer than 18 of the furnaces now working. 


Newark.—Negotiations have taken place between the 
E.L. Committee and the Notts and Derby Electric Power Company, 
as to the supply of electricity to tbe borough. "The company stipu- 
lated for a maximum charge of 4d. per unit for both light and 
power, and agreed to give the Corporation the option of purchase 
by agreement or arbitration. The Committee could not accept 4d. 
as the maximum price for power, and suggested that the company 
should name а more favourable charge. Also the agreement should 
provide that the Corporation should have the option of purchasing 
the works and plante required for the supply of the borough at any 
time after the expiration of 10 years; that the company should 
take over the prov. order of the Corporation, and should repay the 
costs incurred. The Council resolved that the company be asked 
to name the terms on which they suggest the purchase of the plant 
by the Corporation, and the date by which the company would 
undertake to supply electricity in the borough. The company having 
given notice to introduce a Bill amending their Act of 1901, a 
petition is to be presented by the Corporation against the Bill for 
the insertion of clauses protecting the rights of the Corporation. 


New York.—Some new stores now under construction at 
Broadway and Thirty-fifth Street are to be installed with the 
largest private electric lighting plant in New York City. The 
plant will have a capacity of 2,000 xw., almost entirely for lighting 
purposes, as but a very small portion of it will be called into 
requisition for operating the ventilating apparatus, pneumatic cash 
carrier system, and some small pumping equipments. The elevators 
to be installed in the building will be worked by hydraulic power. 
We read in the Electrical World that the generators, consisting of 
four direct-current 110-volt direct-connected machines of 400 Kw. 
each, and two equipments of a similar description, having a capacity 
of 200 xw. eacb, have been ordered from the Western Electric 
Company of New York City. The contract for the engines intended 
to drive the larger generators calls for Rice-Sargent machines, four 
compound Corliss type slow-speed, 100 revolutions per minute, 
having a nominal capacity of 600 н.р. each. They will be built at 
the Providence Enyineering works. The engines for operating the 
two 200-Kw. generators will also be of Corliss type single- valve 
of 320 н.р. each. These, however, have not yet been contracted 
for, nor have the 1,500 arc lamps and 6,000 incandescent lamps of . 
16-c.P. each, which will be required. The boiler equipment is to be 
2,600 H.P., comprising four batteries of 500 н.р. each, and two 
batteries of 300 н.р. eacb, by Babcock & Wilcox. А crematory, 
which is to be utilised for buining all the refuse, &c., in the new 
Store, is to be built between two batteries of the larger boilers, so 
that the gas it burns while in operation can be used to advantage 
by way of aiding the boiler heat. The electric plant— which it is 
expected will be completely installed by August 1st— will represent 
an expenditare of nearly $300,000. 


Ormskirk.—The U.D.C. has received the report of a 
committee which visited the Soutbport Corporation Electricity 
works. The question as to whether the Southport Corporation were 
disposed to supply electricity in bulk was favourably answered, and 
it was decided to send & request to the Corporation asking them. 
when, and upon what terms, they would be prepared to supply elec- 
tricity to the town. 


The Капі, — According to the Diamond Fields Advertiser, 
at the last sitting of the Witwatersrand Water Supply Commis- 
sion, Mr. R. L. Cousins, representing Messrs. Reunert & Lenz, gave 
details of a scheme in which his firm was interested for the intro- 
duction of water from the Vaal River, the whole of the electrical 
power required for pumping being supplied by means of a series of 
turbines placed at Engelsbrecht Drift, some miles above Vereeniging. 
By tbis means he estimated that any quantity of water, varying 
from 10 to 30 millions of gallons per day, could be landed on the 
Rand at a cost of 18. per 1,000 gallons. Assuming that the smaller 
quantity was sold at 2s. per 1,000 gallons, it would yield a return 
of 15 per cent. on the probable capital outlay of about a million. 
Moreover, the scheme would enable large tracts of land on both 
sides of the Vaal Hiver to be profitably irrigated. Witness dwelt 
at length on the merits of a soft water for industrial and domestic 
purposes, and quoted authorities with the object of showing that, 
on account of its hardnese, dolomite water was altogether unsuitable 
for boiler and amalgamation purposes. Mr. Bennctt, the engineer 
and manager of the Cape Town Waterworks, said he had carefully 
examined the scheme, although he bad not visited the site of the 
prop: sed works, aud he strongly endorsed the lines on which it was 
proposed to proceed with the undertakiug. 


Swansea,—The Committee has instructed Mr. Prusmann, 
borough electrical engineer, to obtain tenders fur two 600-kw. steam 
generators, the engines having a total horse-power of 2,000, not 1,500, 
as stated in our last issue. 


Warsaw.—An electricity works is in course of erection 
at Warsaw, and there will be a considerable demand for electrical 
fittings and appliances there in the immediate future. 


West Bromwich.—The E.L. Committee recommends 
that application be made to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £8,500 
to carry out the extensions at the electricity works which the tram- 
way demand has necessitated. 


Wood Green.—Notices of objection to tbe Council's 
application to the B. of T. for a prov. order, have been posted by the 
Great Eastern and Great Northern Railway Companies for the 
purpose of obtaining clauses for the protection of their interesta. 
The North Metropolitan Electrical Power Distribution Company is 
making application to supply electricity to private consumers, and 
is opposing tbe Council's application for an order. 


Wynberg (S. Africa). — According to the Wynberg 
Times, considerable progress is being made by the Cape Peninsula 
Lighting Company, which since 1900 has been working concessions 
obtained in 189? by Messrs. Edlin & Stevenson, of Rondebosch, for 
lighting that town, Wynberg, Claremont, and later Mowbray. A 
new power station is to be erected in Claremont, the power being 
transmitted on the three-phase high-pressure system to a sub-station 
in Wynberg, and as direct current to the other townships. At 
present the cost of coal alone is no less than 7d. per unit. All the 
plant, but the battery, is of British manufacture; the new generators 
are {о be three Parsons turbine dynamos, and the switch gear of 
Messrs. Kelvin & White’s manufacture. One machine will be of the 
three-phase type, the others being double-current generators. The 
sub-station will be equipped with motor-generators. 


York.—The E.L. Committee has instructed the city elec- 
trical engineer to report on a scheme for the lighting of the city 
wholly or partly by electricity. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen. — The Tramways Committee on 27th ult. 
agreed to equip the Rosemount section of the tramways with electric 
traction at а cost of over £12,000. 


Auckland (N.Z.).—It is stated that a company has been 
formed for the purpose of carrying out the conversion of the existing 
horse tramways of the City of Auckland to electric traction, and also 
to construct several extensions, and the prospectus is shortly to be 
issued. The authorised capital is £300,000, divided into shares of 
£10 each, and the length of the lines and extensions will be nearly 
19 miles. 


Belfast.—At the half-yearly meeting of the Whitewell 
and Cavehill Tramway—a suburb of Belfast—on Monday, it was 
announced that the company would promote a Bill for the electric 
equipment of the line. А previous application was vetoed by the 
Irish Privy Council. | 


Birkdale.—The Electricity and Tramways Committee 
of the Birkdale U.D.C. have decided to press the Southport Tram- 
ways Company, Limited, and the Birkdale District Electric Supply 
Company, Limited, to proceed with the tramways and electric 
lighting with as much speed as possible. They have also decided 
to call the attention of the Southport Tramways Company to the 
inconvenience caused by the stoppage of all tram service for 
Birkdale. The accountant has submitted his estimate for con- 
structing the permanent way from Aughton Road to the Crown 
Hotel at a cost of £9,484. 


Birkenhead.—The Tramways Committee have recom- 
mended that application be made tothe B. of T. for sanction to 
borrow £13,642, in order to double the tramway track on parts of 
the New Ferry route. 


Blackburn.—The borough treasurer, Mr. J. H. Bailey, 
issued last week a statement of the working of the Corporation 
tramways for the nine months ended December 31st last. The main 
items of expenditure were as follows:—Engines, &c., £8,229 ; 
trafic expenses, &c. £11,667; permanent way, £879; general 
expenses, £1,766; a total of £22,541. The traffic receipts amounted 
to £28,639; parcels receipts, £245; rents and other sundries, £167 ; 
a total of £29,051, leaving a balance of £6,510 on the credit side, 
plus £116 bank interest. Against this balance, however, there is . 
£4,808 instalment of loans repaid, and interest on capital, amounting 
to £6,250, leaving a net loss on the nine months of £4,432. The 
mileage run was 567,199, and the passengers carried, 5,468,590, tbe 
receipts working out at 12:11d. per car-mile. For the quarter ended 
June last the loss amounted to £886, and this led to the raising of 
fares. An increase in receipts has resulted, the quarterly report 
issued in September showing that the undertaking had paid its way 
and reduced the debt by £40. The new liability is accounted for in 
part by the sum of £2,421 incurred in respect of compensation and 
insurance for accidents arisiug out of the collision at Ewood last 
year. Repairs have also been unusually heavy during the past 
three months, and traffic receipts usually drop about £1,000 in the 
December quarter. The report will be presented at the next 
meeting of the T.C. 
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Bradford.—At midnight on Friday last the whole of the 
lines which have been leased by the Bradford Corporation to 
companies—the first lease running back to a time exactly 20 years 
ago—passed back to the Corporation. Great progress had been 
made with the conversion for electric traction during the last few 
weeks, and after all, the ohly inconvenience to the public occasioned 
by the expediting of the transfer will be that on two routes, steam 
cars will, for a short while, be running rather less frequently than 
before. The total disappearance of the private tramway companies 
was celebrated by а late supper to which the Chairman of the Tram- 
ways Committee invited all the members of the Council and the 
officials. At midnight, and for some hours afterwards, experimental 
runs were made on the newly-converted routes. On Saturday the 
Corporation were running altogether 82 electric, and 24 steam tram 
cars, and had a staff of 600 drivers and conductors. 


Brake Tests on Electric Interurban Cars.—The 
Street Ratlway Journal, referring to Mr. J. 8. Hamlin's tests of brakes 
on the Union Traction Company's line at Anderson, Ind., states 
that, with a bogie car of 32 tons (? short tons of 2,000 lbs.), 40 
emergency stops were made from a speed of 58 miles per hour, 
within a distance of 503 to 522 ft. on the level. The length of 
braked run was measured by counting the number of poles passed, 
and by taping the fraction of the last pole spacing. Speed was 
also checked by counting the poles passed after maximum sp cd 
had been attained, and there was also a speed indicator of record- 
ing type. Only the leading trucks had motors, viz., two of Westing- 
house 50 C, 150 н.р., and the brake pressure was slightly varied to 
allow for the rotatory momentum of the armatures being greater 
on the leading truck. In an emergency stop the brake-shoe pressure 
on the rear truck amouated to 75 per cent. of the weight on the 
wheels, while the corresponding pressure on the front truck was 
90 per cent. The brake employed was the Christensen straight air 
ty pe, with 10-in. brake cylinders, storage reservoir 48 in. х 16 in.; 
À-in. engineer's valve, and an independent motor-driven compres- 
sure. The piston travel on the emergency stops was 54 in., with a 
reservoir pressure of 85 lbs., and a pressure in the train pipe of 
40 lbs. Nosand was used, and no skidding of the wheels took 
place. An ordinary service stop was made on the same date from 
a speed of 58 miles per hour in 750 ft. In this case the 
train-pipe pressure was 20 lbs. only. The above results appear 
good, and evidently are attributed by Mr. Hamlin to the excellent 
order in which the brakes are maintained. Не strongly emphasises 
the need of good brake rigging, and especially the importance of 
having no slack in the various pins or holes. Thus the brakes are 
quickly applied with a minimum piston movement of not more 
than 6 in. before all brake shoes are making hard contact. A 
diameter of j is considered to be the minimum for pins. The 
roller rod is held as closely as possible to the quadrant path by a 
clip fastened to the car body. This prevents the roller rod from 
being pulled laterally by the movement of the quadrant. Two 
men maintain and keep in repair and adjust the brake gear of 32 
of the cars, and it isan instruction to the men that the condition 
of the brakes sball be such as to permit of the above working. 
Practically, the sole expense in materials is of carhons for the 
motor which drives the compressor. The small amount of care 
usually given to brakes and brake gear is quite a suflicient excuse 
for a description of the means adopted by a man who thinks that 
the subject is of real importance. Considering that tramcars are 
called upon to run down gradients so very much steeper than any 
that occur on maia line railways, the importance of brake gear 
efficiency and strength is really great. There is nothing but the 
gear to hold à car when running down hill, and we can scarcely 
conceive any more ridiculous appliance than the hand brake gear 
of the ordinary tramcar, with its overhung chain spindle, and its 
weak position on an already weak dashboard. The brake, as it is 
found on the electric car, has survived from the horse-car brake 
in fact, is a direct copy of that humble prototype. The horse-car 
brake may have sufficed for a small light car, but it 18 made to do 
duty on cars of 7 or 8 tons, for which it is wholly insufficient, while, 
at the rame time, ita working is beyond the physical capacity of 
the car driver. 


Edinburgh— Glasgow Mono-Rail.— The Edinburgh 
correspondent of the Financial Times says that a scheme is being 
promoted for the purpose of constructing a railway upon the mono- 
rail system between Edinburgh and Glasgow. The plans have been 
prepared and the route mapped out, and these have as a preliminary 
been sabmitted to the Board of Trade. The distance between the 
two cities is 49 miles by the most direct route possible, and the 
distance will be covered ір 29 minutes, or at a relative speed of 117 
miles per hour. A service of six trains per hour both ways will be 
inaugurated. At present the twocities are connected by the North 
British and Caledonian system, and the service ix about hourly each 
way, the fastest train covering the distance in 65 minutes. An 
immense traffic passes between the two cities. 


Enfield.—The Earl of Jersey, Colonel Boughey, and Mr. 
Henry Allan Stewart, the Light Railway Commissioners, spent over 
four hours at Enfield last week holding an inquiry respecting an 
application by the Middlesex County Council for an order 
authorising the constraction of a light railway from Green Lanes, 
Winchmore Hill to Enfield Town. The promoters urged tbat the 
scheme would be a great and essential improvement to the town, and 
the workmen would be enabled to have better communication with 
London, whereas at present the G.E.R. and the G.N.R. were unable 
to cope with the requirements. Already, trains passed through 
Bethnal Green Junction at the rate of one per minute, and to 
increase the present number of trains would be positively dangerous. 
To carry out the proposed scheme it would be necessary to bring 


the line along London Road, and a large block of buildings would 
have to be removed. The New River Company objected to the 
great pressure which would exist on two mains which passed up one 
of the roads, and a clause of protection was asked to be inserted in 
the Order. The Commissioners said the scheme would be a pablic 
improvement, and therefore they would recommend its adoption to 
the Board of Trade. The decision on the point raised by the New 
River Company was deferred. 


Glasgow.—The First Division of the Court of Session 
on 29th ult. disposed of an appeal in a complaint by Thomas 
Simpson, coalmaster, against the Glasgow Corporation for running 
electric cars past his house at Pollokshields at a speed exceeding 
eight miles an hour, prescribed by the Board of Trade regulations. 
The Sheriff-Substitute found that the rate was exceeded, but that 
Simpson had no title to sue; but the Court last week decided that 
he had such title, and remitted to the sheriff to proceed in the com- 
plaint. The penalty is £10 for each offence. 


Gloucester.—A special meeting of the Council will be 
held on March 12th for the purpose of considering the proposed 
purchase of the tramways, with a view to their municipalisation and 
conversion into a system of electric traction. 


Malifax,—'lhe Board of Trade has settled the dispute 
between the Halifax Corporation and Hebden Bridge District 
Council, having decided in favour of the Halifax authority. The 
Mytholmroyd-Hebden Bridge and  Mytholmroyd-Fallingroyd 
Bridge extensions will, therefore, be proceeded with at once. 


Li verpool.— The Tramways Committee calculate that for 
1902 the working expenses of the electric tramways system will be 
£350,000. This is an increase of £12,500 upon the amount for 1901. 
They estimate that the income will more than suffice to meet the 
expenditure. The income for 1901 was £476,073 ; an increase of 
£51,062 upon that of 1900. The loans on tramways account at the 
beginning of 1902 totalled £1,662,773. The estimates on capital 
expenditure account total £122,900 ; this sum includes the estimated 
cost of extensions on the Cabbage Hall route, of £9,600; on the Old 
Swan route, of £20,900; on Linacre Road, of £85,000; alterations 
at Pier Head, £16,000 ; and at St. James’s Place, £1,300. Con- 
struction of car sheds will require some £16,000; new cars, £6,000 ; 
and buildings and machinery, £26,500. Last year's expenditure on 
cars and maintenance, including salaries, was £38,355 12s. 9d. ; on 
energy, £72,352 16s. 10d.; on renewal of lines and equipment, 
£19,157 9s. 10d.; road and traflic expenses, salaries and wages 
amounted to £108,976 148. 7d. The balance to credit on last year's 
working was £147,056 18s. 3d. 


London and Tilbury Railway and Electric Traction. 
—Bpeaking on Thursday of last week at the half-yearly meeting of 
the L.T. and S. Railway, the chairman, Mr. Н. D. Browne, said they 
had deposited a Bill in Parliament for the purpose of taking powera 
to electrify their line. The probability was that the District Rail- 
way would be electrificd within the next two years, and if the 
traffic on the new Bow and Whitechapel Railway was to be worked 
to the best advantage, that would have to be electrified, and the 
board haa therefore thought it wiec to ask for powers to electrify 
the whole cf their system. It was possible to imagine that, at any 
rate, as far as their local traffic down to Barking was concerned, it 
might be both economical and advantageous to electrify the railway 
as far as that point. They had taken time by the forelock in 
depositing their Bill, but, of course, before they decided upon 
applying electricity to the whole of their line, they would wait to 
see whether there was such an improvement in motor power as to 
render such a course profitable. Не thought there was little doubt 
that for tramways clectricity was the best motive power, ,but they 
must wait further developments before they applied it to ordinary 
railways. 


Manchester—Liverpool. — It is announced that the 
Board of Trade have now approved the revised plans for the 
Lightning Express between Liverpool and Manchester with the 
exception ofa few details. The Manchester Dispatch says that 
considerable alterations were made in the plans approved by the 
Parliamentary Committee, to guard against any possible dangers of 
electritication. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The Corporation have put down 
t amlines in front of St. John's Church only 3 ft. 6 in. from the kerb- 
stone, which would have had the effect of preventing any carriages 
from stopping outside the church door. The matter had been 
brought to the notice of the Board of Trade, and to that authority 
the Corporation had written admitting they had laid the lines 
without having any Parliamentary sanction for the double line. 
They, however, undertook, after obtaining the necessary powers, to 
work a single line only when a сар ora carriage was standing in 
front of the church door. 


Norwich.—A veterinary surgeon named Ruffee claimed 
damages for personal injuries alleged to have been caused through 
negligence of the Norwich Electric Tramway Company, one of whose 
cars upset his horse and trap and injured him seriously. A jury at 
the Norwich Assizes awarded him £104 for personal injuries, and 
£750 damages. 


South Shields and Sunderland.—The Durham 
County Council have decided to petition Parliament against the 
passing of the South Shields and Sunderland Tramways Bill unless 
the promoters carried out certain suggestions of the county surveyor. 
It is feared by some that the alterations wouid be so costly tha’ 
very possibly the promoters would be prevented from carrying 
out the scheme. The point involved is that the road is in some 
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places only from 17 to 20 ft. wide, and the surveyor suggested that 
it should be made at least 24 ft. all along, and that the work should 
be done at the expense of the promoters. | 


Sutton.—The U.D.C. has consented to the promotion of 
he tramways Bill of the British Electric Traction Company. 


Underground Railways.—The scheme for a “ tube” 
ine from a point near Cannon Street Station to Southwark, Vauxhall, 
Wandsworth and Wimbledon has been abandoned. 


Wolverhampton Tramways.—On Wednesday the 
town clerk received an intimation from the Railway Department 
of the Board of Trade that the Board are prepared to grant a 
license for 12 months for the working of the lines on the Lorain 
surface contact system. At the same time the town clerk was referred 
to “Section 41 (4) (b) of the Wolverhampton Corporation Act, 
1899, which provides that, if the Board are of opinion that the 
mechanical power authorised under the Act is a danger to the pas- 
sengers or the public, they may direct that ite use shall cease, or be 
continued only subject to conditions to be imposed.” The reports 
of Colonel Yorke and Mr. A. P. Trotter, who inspected the experi- 
mental line, were also enclosed. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 
Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
OABLES. 


INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED. 
Latakia-Oyprus .. x T T - June 20, 1899 "P 
Para-Maranham T ea ож KA March 1, 1900 .. Ке 
Mole 5%. Nicholas-Port au Prince .. 855 Dec. 28, 1901 
Havre- Waterville ee ee ee Jan. 27, 1902 


Shanghai-Hong Kong .. 

Alexandria-Laruaca .. з TP 

Trinidad-Demerara  .. T T 
LANDLINES :— 

„Na Hanekin “ on Persian territory .. . Feb. 24, 1900 .. ee 

Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 е8 


The Telephone Agreement.—In the House of Com- 
mons on January 3186, in reply to several members, Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain spoke as follows (Times report) :—'' The agreement of 
November 18th last makes no addition to the cases in which ter- 
minal fees are payable on trunk wire conversations between the 

- subscribers of the Post Office, of the National Telephone Company, 
and of licensed corporations. Before that agreement wasconcluded, 
the company had the right to charge terminal fees in all cases on 
conversations with their subscribers originated by subscribers of 
other systems. The Post Office and licensed corporations had the 
right to charge similar fees on conversations originated by the com- 
pany’s subscribers. The agreement of November 18th provided 
that no terminal fees were to be charged on any conversations in 
which London subscribers, either of the Post Office or of the com- 
pany, were concerned. This condition does not apply to any con- 
versations between places outside the London area. Terminal fees 
are still payable on all conversations between provincial subscribers 
of the Post Office and the company, as well as between subscribers 
of licensed corporations and the subscribers of the company in all 
parts of the United Kingdom. No terminal fees are now, or have 
ever been, payable on conversations between subscribers of the 
Post Office and subscribers of licensed corporations. The con- 
cession made by the company to the Post Office and by the Post 
Office to the company is a mutual concession, having exactly the 
same effect on each side. The Post Office never has charged, and will 
not charge, any terminals on conversations originated by subscribers 
to the systems of licensed corporations in the provinces and their 
own subscribers in London. The general effect of this clause in 
the agreement is to leave the position of licensed corporations 
exactly what it was before the agreement was signed, but to give 
a slight advantage to subscribers to the London Post Office system 
over subscribers to the National Telephone Company's system in 
London. The National Telephone Company state that they have 
about 40,000 subscribers to their system in the London Telephone 
area, with any one of whom a Post Office subscriber will be able to 
communicate. 


Wireless Telephony in France, — French journals 
report that some experiments of the greatest scientific interest took 
place on January 16th, 17th and 18th, at the Chateau de Marchais 
in the presence of H.R.H. the Prince of Monaco. 

Prince Albert, who is particularly interested in wireless tele- 
graphy—as he showed during the experiments made by the Marconi 
Company between Biot and Caloi—had placed his domain at the 
disposal of M. Louis Maiche, civil engineer, for his demonstration 
of the transmission of electrical waves through the earth without 
wire. The inventor, who is well known for his extensive researches 
in the domain of telegraphy and telephony, made experiments in 
the transmission of words and signals on the Morse code by earth 
currents. 

This is briefly the result of the tests with an improvised 
apparatus and a current of 003 ampere and 8 volts. 

1. At 1,500 metres conversation transmitted as distinctly as by 
the best ordinary telephone system. 

2. At 4 km. speech still very distinct, but seeming to have 
arrived at the limit of perceptible intensity. 

3. At 7 km. vibrations of the telephone plate sufficiently distinct 
to allow of Morse signals being transmitted with the utmost 
regularity. 


^. Jan. 80, 1902 


The experiments could not be carried further as this would have 
taken them beyond the limits of the domain of Marchais. The 
transmitting apparatus used by M. Maiche consiste, besides the 
source of electricity, of an improved microphone and an induction 
coil wound in a special manner. In the case of the transmission of 
Morse signals, a key and vibrator are substituted for the 
microphone. 

In both cases the receiver was a sensitive telephone. 

The connections to earth consisted sometimes of two electrodes 
immersed in water, and sometimes of electrodes embedded in damp 
earth. The two electrodes:atj,each station were connected by an 
insulated wire which formed a basis on which was connected, 
according as required,'the receiver or the transmitter. 


M. MaicHE TERLEPHONING WirHOUT WIRES. 
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a, Manipulator; b, Key; c, Battery terminals; d, Diffuser; e, Telephone 
Jı g, Earth wires; h, i, Earth plates; j, Battery. 


As, according to M. Maiche, long.distance experiments alone 
could show (asif the Bourbouge experiments had not already settled 
this question decisively !) what length of base should correspond to 
augmentations in the current conveyed, H.R.H. the Prince of 
Monaco has kindly placed at M. Maiche's disposal his yacht 
Princess Alice, and the local resources of the principality for long- 
distance experiments which will shortly be made in the Medi- 
terranean, and between the French and Italian shores. Evidently, 
as augmentations of current are mentioned, Morse signals will be 
transmitted, for which the telephone will act as receiver. 

No doubt it would be advantageous to add, and this has not as 
yet been done, a coherer and a battery to the telephone. The 
coherer would act as a very sensitive kind of relay. 

According to the French journals above-mentioned, we may 
expect marvellous discoveries and results from M. Maiche, who 
could not be under better patronage than that of the Prince of 


Monaco, 
(Continued on page 227.) 
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SOUTH LONDON ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


TRE South London Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, 
was formed at the end of 1896, to establish a system of 
electricity supply in the parish of Lambeth ; for this pur- 
pose the provisional order which was granted to the Vestry 
in 1892 was transferred to the company, the Vestry retain- 
ing powers to purchase the undertaking at the end of 21 
years, at a premium of 25 per cent. above its value deter- 
mined according to the Electric Lighting Acts, or, at the 
end of 31 years, at par. The company also agreed to destroy 
the refuse of the parish for a payment of 114d. per ton, and 
to supply energy for 25 arc lamps free of cost. Messrs. 
Kincaid, Waller & Manville were appointed consulting 
engineers; the bigh pressure single-phase alternating cur- 


portion of the area, however, is of a more favourable 
character, embracing North and South Lambeth, Kennington, 
and the greater part of Brixton, all densely-populated and 
busy districts. | 

The generating station is built of brick, and consists of an 
engine room, 137 ft. x 48 ft. x 45ft. high; a boiler and 
destructor house, 121 ft. x 90 ft. x 50ft. high; battery 
and testing rooms, and pump room. Adjoining are the coal 
bunkers and stores, the company's offices, water-softening 
plant, and a cooling tower. 

The coal stores are capable of accommodating about. 
1,000 tons of coal. A complete equipment of mechanical 
conveyors is provided for handling the coal, consisting 
of a belt conveyor to carry the coal from the stores to a 
hopper outside the boiler house, a bucket elevator, and 


GENERAL VIEW OF ENGINE Room. 


rent system was adopted, and the contracts were placed with 
Messrs, S. Z. de Ferranti, Limited, for generating plant; 
Messre. Manlove, Alliot & Co., Limited, for buildings and 
destructor plant, and the British Insulated Wire Company, 
Limited, for the mains. 

The site selected for the generating station was a piece of 
vacant ground by Loughborough Junction, near the 
middle of the area to be dealt with. The latter is of a 
peculiarly difficult character, being 6 miles long in its 
greatest dimension, north and south, and less than 2 miles 
wide at most; at one point the width narrows to } mile! 
Further, the southern half of the area is of a spotty 
description, rendering it by no means easy to devise an 
economical and effective system of supply. The northern 


а worm conveyor to carry it along the building over the 
boilers. Trap-doors in the conveyor trough permit the coal 
to fall as required through shvots, which are provided with 
branched funnels over the hoppers of the mechanical stokers. 
All the conveyors are driven by direct-current Lundell 
motors, with double-wound armatures, which can be run in 
series or in parallel at 100 volts, to give two speeds without 
loss of efficiency. These drive worm gear through spur 
wheels and pinions, giving a double reduction of 
speed. | 

There are eight boilers, of the Babcock & Wilcox double- 
drum type, each capable of evaporating 10,000 lbs. of water 
per hour. These were originally fitted with Vicars 


mechanical coking stokers for burning small coal, but 
Е 
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owing to incessant difficulties with the authorities on 
the score of smoke nuisance, large Welsh coal has been 
adopted, which, of course, has to be fired by hand. It is 


В.Т.Н.-Үлтеѕ & Тном 500-kw. GENERATING SET. 


satisfactory to add that, under proper management, this 
expedient has put an end to the trouble without adding to 
the cost of fuel. Two of the boilers are still fitted with the 
mechanical stokers. 

On their way to the chimney, which is octagonal in 
shape, 180 ft. high and 11 ft. in diameter inside, the waste 
gases pass through one or both of two Green economisers, 
each consisting of 288 tubes. The scrapers are driven by 
Langdon-Davies single-phase induction motors of 2 H. P. 
each. Bye-pass flues and cross-over dampers are provided 
for use when necessary. 

The destructor plant consists of 16 Manlove & Alliot 
cells, arranged one on each side of a boiler. These are fitted 
with the Boulnois & Brodie patent charging trucks, which are 
filled by means of elevators, and travel over the top of the 
cells, distributing their contents as required; these arrange- 
ments are very similar to the plant installed at the Shore- 
ditch electricity works. Forced draught is supplied by 
means of four fans driven by 20-н.р. electric motors, and 
feeding into an air duct at the back of the boilers. Owing 
to litigation which is in progress, the destructor plant is at 
present disused. 

Feed water is supplied by four Hayward Tyler three-throw 
pumps, three of which are driven by steam engines, and one 
by a Lundell motor with double-wound armature. Two of 
these are capable of supplying 5,000 gallons each per hour ; 
the other two, one of which is the electric pump, are of half 
this capacity. The feed piping is in duplicate throughout, 
with a bye-pass to the economisers. The water supply may 
be obtained from the town mains, but the main supply is 
got from an artesian well, which was sunk by Messrs, Isler 
and Co. "The water is pumped from the latter by means of 
а Blake-Knowles compressed-air pump, driven by а Green- 
wood & Batley motor. 


An extensive water-softening plant has been installed, 


and is nearly completed. 

The steam range was supplied by Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox, and consists of a ring main with 
a cross connection in the centre; it 
is divided into sections by means of 
stop-valves. The pipes are of lap-welded 
steel, expanded into flanges, which are 
also riveted to the pipes. The joints 
are of the spigot and socket type, and 
the whole forms a high-class piece of 
work. The boilers work normally at 
200 lbs. per sq. in., and superheated 
steam is ulways used. 

The generating plant consists of five 
direct-coupled sets, working at 3,000 
volts, 50 cycles per second. Four of 
these consist of Ferranti vertical cross- 
compound engines driving Ferranti 
alternators of the “copper” type, 
mounted on the shaft between the 
cranks. One set, which we illustrate, 
is of 1,000-kw. output, and runs at 
160 revolutions per minute; another 
is of 1,200 KW., running at 250 revo- 
lutions per minute. The remaining 
two are of 300 KW. each, and run at 
250 revolutions per minute. All four 
engines are of the latest pattern, with 
Ferranti's patent valve gear and throttle 
governors. ‘The expansion ratio in both 
cylinders can be varied by hand. Each 
set drives its own exciter by ropes, the 
exciters being of Messrs. Thos. Parker’s 
manufacture. The fifth set, shown 
in the adjoining figure, consists of 
a British Thomson-Houston fly-wheel 
alternator, with iron-cored stationary 
armature, driven by a vertical cross- 
compound engine, built by Messrs. 
Yates & Thom, of Blackburn; this 
alternator is of 500 Kw. output, and 
runs at 160 r.p.m. The engine is fitted 
with piston valves, and with an auto- 
matic expansion shaft governor acting 
on the high pressure cylinder only. 

In order to provide direct current for working the station 
motors, there are two 75-kw. motor generators; each of 


BOILERS AND DESTRUCTOR CELLS. 


these consists of а Ferranti synchronous A. C. motor of the 
iron-core type, operated direct from the bus bars at 3,000 
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voits, and coupled to a Crompton two-pole dynamo, giving 
тэ KW. at 100—130 volts, 
A complete condensing plant has been installed in the 


Warr-HOoUtR METER BOARD. 


main subway under the engine room, capable of condensing 
28.000 lbs. of steam per hour. The plant was supplied by 
Messrs. Cole, Marchent & Morley, who also installed the 
piping. The condenser is of the tubular surface буре; the air 
and circulating pumps are driven by 
a vertical compound engine. The 
circulating pump is of the double- acting 
piston type, and the air pump is of 
the Edwards type, both being coupled 
tothe same shaft. A Zschocke cooling 
tower, supplied under sub-contract by 
Messrs. Doherty & Donat, Manchester, 
has been erected in connection with the 
condensing plant; the tower, of which 
we give a view, is 85 ft. high, and is 
built of creosoted wood. The "hot water 
enters the tower at abont half its height, 
and falls through grids, which break 
it up into drops. Natural draught is 
used, but forced draught can be applied 
if necessary. The exhaust steam is 
passed through a Bundy oil extractor 
before reaching the condenser, and the 
hot-well water is passed through a 
Rankine filter. Provision has been 
made for extending the condensing plant 
at any time, the piping being specially 
designed with that purpose in view. 

Alternatively, a main atmospheric 
exhaust pipe is led from the engine 
room to tlie chimney, where it is divided 
into three pipes, which are taken to the 
top of the shaft. 

The switchgear for the high pressure 
system is mounted on a gallery at one 
end of the engine room ; it is all of the 
Ferranti standard single-pole type, and 
is shown in our illustrations. The 
generator switchboard consists of 10 
panels, of which eight are machine 
panels, and two are inter-connector 
panels. By means of the latter, the 
plant can be run in two groups, or the 
whole can be run in parallel. Notwith- 
standing the difference in wave 
form and other characteristics of 
the Ferranti and B. T. H. alternators, not 
the slightest difficulty is experienced in 
paralleling or in running the sets in any desired combina- 
tion.. The main generator switches, working at 3,000 volts 
with a single break, are of the oil-break type ; an oil chamber 
iis fixed at the back of the switch compartment, containing 


a fixed contact and an iron plunger connected with the 
switch mechanism. The break takes place first on the main 
contacts, which are of the usual type, whereby the current is 
diverted through the plunger ; as the motion of the switch 
arm continues, the plunger is released, and is forcibly 
separated from ‘the fixed contact by a spring, which causes 
the final break to take place quickly beneath the surface of 
the oil. This type of switch is found to operate with entire 
satisfaction under all conditions of practice. 

The usual synchronising gear is provided on the generator 
board, with Ferranti edgewise ammeters for the alternating 
current and Nalder ammeters for the exciting current. 

There are two feeder boards, placed at some distance on 
either side of the generator board—a convenient arrange- 
ment, which permits of extensions being made without the 
least difficulty. 

The feeder boards are of the usual type, 
throughout, and consist of eight panels each. 

There are also two meter boards, one at each end of the 
switchboard gallery, fitted with Thomson watt-hour meters 
and transformers, for the feeder and motor-generator 
circuits, and a recording voltmeter is provided in connection 
with the bus bars. 

A large indicator is fixed on the wall near the generator 
board, and serves to convey visual instructions to the drivers; 
it is visible from all the engine stop-valves, Тһе indicator 
consists of ground-glass plates be: aring the numbers of the 
sets, and such W ords as „slower,“ „steady,“ &c., the 
particular order being singled out by means of a lamp placed 
behind it ; the various lamps are controlled by a key-board 
at the generator switchboard, and attention is called by 
means of a large bell. 


standard 


FERRANTI 1,000 Kw. STEAM ALTERNATOR. 


The storage battery consists of 55 cells by Messrs, 
Pritchetts & Gold, of 8,000 ampere-hours’ rated capacity, 
A special switchboard is provided near the battery room, 
made by Messrs. Nalder Bros., and consisting of five pane 1з, 
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for controlling the battery charge and discharge, and the 
various station circuits. In case of emergency, the battery 
can also be used for exciting the alternator fields. 


Lier hae | 


FEEDER BOARD. 


A single-motor electric crane of 15 tons load, built by 
Messrs. Higginbottom & Mannock, spans the engine room, 
and is one of the machines operated by the battery. 


The system of mains consists simply of six feeders sup- 
plying independent networks. As already mentioned, the 
demand is so distributed, that it is not worth while to adopt. 
any inter-connected system. Each of these high-pressure 
networks feeds a number of transformers in street boxes, and 
each of these again supplies a small local and indepen- 
dent low pressure network. The high-pressure feeders. 
are all drawn into Doulton earthenware ducts, in which an 
ample number of spare ways has been provided. The low 
pressure mains are laid in bitumen on the solid system. Alb 
the cables were supplied by the British Insulated Wire Com- 
pany, Limited, and are of their standard paper-insulated 
lead-covered type. 

The transformers were almost all made by Messrs. Ferranti, 
and are of their standard type, as are also the street boxes, 
&c. Some Berry transformers are also in use, and a few of 
other makes. The majority аге of 30 KW. output. 


MAIN SWITCHBOARD. 


The consumers are over 1,000 in number, although the 
station has only been at work for two years. This is, how- 
ever, partly explained by the fact that supply was commenced 
some time before the station was ready, energy being 
purchased in bulk from a neighbouring company. The 
lamp connection is equivalent to 58,000 8-c.P. lamps, and 
there are a few motors in use. It is difficult to understand 
why single-phase motors are not far more widely adopted 
in British towns, for, though admittedly inferior in some 
respects to polyphase or direct current motors, they are 
beyond doubt perfectly reliable and practical machines, and 
could readily be applied to innumerable purposes with 
certainty of success. 

The general supply is given on the two-wire system at 
220 volts; energy for lighting is charged for at the flat rate 
of 51d. per unit, and for power at 2d. per unit. The meters 
used are of the British Westinghouse type. 

The 25 arclamps which the company feeds for the Borough 
Council, are of the Brockie-Pell type, and recently the 
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Jevons time switch has been adopted for switching them in 
and out at the proper hours, requiring only weekly attention. 

We may add that the temporary direct current power 
station of the L.C.C. tramways is to be built at one end of 
the existing station of the South London Corporation, by 
whom it will be operated. 

The engineer-in-chief is Mr. H. W. Sprunt, to whom we 
are indebted for kind assistance in the preparation of this 
article, and for facilities to photograph the plant. Mr. Sprunt 
is assisted by Mr. С. К. J. Parkinson, station superintendent, 
and Mr. T. E. Pickford, superintendent of mains, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


(Continued from page 222.) 


Dundee Telephones. — The town clerk issued 6,470 
circulars to probable subecribers for & municipal service, but only 
440 replies were received approving of thescheme. A special can- 
vasser is to be employed to get into touch with those who did not 
answer. : 


Portsmouth Telephones.—It is stated that the Tele- 
phone Committee hope to accept tenders shortly, the specifications 
having been revised owing to a considerable fall in the price of 
metal, and two sections are to be carried out by the committee's 
own staff, to give them practical experience. 


St. Petersburg Telephones.—The telephone exchange 
of the Bell Telephone Company, of St. Petersburg, has been 
acquired and taken over by the municipal authorities of that city. 
An oe reduction in the annual charge is one of the first 
results. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.— February 12th. Tramway poles, bases and 
trimmings for Corporation. See “ Official Notices " January 24th. 


Aberdeen.—February 15th. Overhead equipment, poles 
and bonding; also cables for three tramway routes. See “ Official 
Notices” January 31st. 


Battersea.—February 18th. Coal, carbons, meters and 
о for the electricity department. See “Official Notices” to- 

y. 

Belgium.— February 15th. Proposals are being invited 


by the municipal authorities of Lourain for the lighting of the 
public streets by electricity or gas. 


Belgium.—March 1st The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are inviting tenders until the March Ist, 1902, for the 
concession for an electric lighting installation. See our “ Official 
Notices " January 3rd. 

Birkenhead. — The Tramways Committee ask for 
tenders for supplying and fixing machinery for the repairing 
shop at the Lair d Street Depét. Forms and particulars 


from Mr. A. R. Fearnley, tramways manager, Sessions House, 
Birkenhead. 


Birkenhead.—February 11th. Feeder mains, pilot 
wires, and distributing mains for Rock Ferry and district for the 
Corporation. See “ Official Notices” January 24th. 


Birkenhead.— February 24th. Lancashire boiler and 
stokers for the Corporation electricity works. See “ Official 
Notices " to-day. 

Bournemouth.—February 12th. Steel poles, overhead 


lines, section boxes, arc lamps, poles and carriers, for the T.C. See 
* Official Notices January 31st. 


Bournemouth.—February 21st. Motor-generator for 
Corporation tramways. See Official Notices” to-day. 


Brighton.—February 10th. Ten tramcar bodies, trucks, 
and electrical equipments for the Corporation. Вее Official 
Notices " January 31st. 


Christiania.— February 19th. Н.М. Consul-General at 
Christiania reports that tenders are invited for 3,000 metres 1:5 
millim. india-rubber insulated copper wire; 4,0C0 metres seven- 
strand india-rubber insulated copper cable; 100 kilog. tinned plain 
copper wire ; 150 kilog. three-strand plain copper wire.—Telegraph 
Inspector's Office, No. 8, Stenersgade, Christiania. 


Croydon.—February 17th. 10 double-deck double-truck 


cars with motors, &., for Corporation. See Official Notices” 
January 24th. 


Dulverton.—The E.L. Committee invites proposals for 
lighting the town. See “ Official Notices” January 31st. 


East Ham.—February 22nd. One 500-Kw. c.c. generator 
with 800-r.H.P. engine; water-tube boilers, condensers, &c., for the 
U.D.C. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Edinburgh.—March 3rd. Electric lighting installation 
for the third portion of the Colinton Mains Fever Hospital (600 
points) for the Council. See “Offcial Notices " to-day. 


Fulham,—February 26th. Two 50-kw. steam dynamos 
and boosters, four dryback marine boilers, battery, and wiring for 
2,000 lights, for the Guardians. See “Official Notices" January 31st. 


Glamorgan.—The County Council is now inviting 
tenders for the erection of an electric plant house at Bridgend 
Asylum. Particulars of W. E. R. Allen, County Council Offices, 
Cardiff. 


Glasgow.—February 21st. Switchboard extensions for 
the Corporation. See “ Official Notices” January 31st. 


Hammersmith.—February 12th. Electrical stores and 
Welsh coal, 12 months’ supply for the Council. See Official 
Notices" January 31st. 2 


Islington.— February 26th. Tubular well and pumping 
gear, at the electricity works. See Official Notices to-day. 


King's Lynn. — February 21st. A Lancashire boiler 
and piping for the electricity works. Bee Official Notices” 
to-day. 

Leeds.—Concentric (high tension), two-phase (low ten- 
sion), and L.T. triple-concentric paper cables for the electric light- 
ing department. See Official Notices January 31st. 


Leyton.—February 13th. Steam and other piping for 
U.D.C. electricity works. See '' Official Notices " January 24th. 


London,—February 12th. In a list of details required 
by the London School Board for twelve months we observe “ elec- 
trical necessaries ” for the Shaftesbury. Forms of tender, &c., at 
the offices, Victoria Embankment. 


London.—March 4th. The L.C.C. is wanting tenders 
for 100 or 50 double-deck double-bogie tramcars for conduit lines 
in South London. Drawings, &c., at the County Hall, Spring 


Gardens, S. W. (£3). 


Manchester.—February — 18th. Condensing plant, 
cooling towers and feed water heaters for the Corporation. Sce 
„Official Notices January 24th. 


Manchester.—February 19th. Electric travelling crane 
for generating station, and hand travelling cranes for sub-stations. 
See Official Notices” to-day. 

Neweastle,— February 12th. The Corporation wants 


tenders for laying 14 miles of single line tramway, &c. Specifica- 
tions from the City Treasurer (£3 38.). 


Oban.—The Town Council wants tenders for wiring con- 


sumers' premises on the '' easy " system. Apply to Mr. Alex. Black, 
Town Clerk. . 


Pemberton.—February 19th. Balancing and boosting 
set for the U.D.C. See “Official Notices " to-day. 


Rochdale.—February 25th. Traction switchboard and 
accessories, for the Corporation. See Official Notices to-day. 


Rockhampton (Australia).—March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. See 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


Roumania.— Tenders are being invited by the muni- 
cipal authorities of Bacau for the concession for the electric lighting 
of the town. Tenders are to be sent to La Mairie de Bacau, 
Roumania, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Salford. — February 8th. Two 150-Kw. continuous 
current motors for the electricity works. See “Official Notices " 
January 24th. 


Shipley.—The D.C. is inviting tenders for the con- 


struction and reconstruction of about 14 miles of double line. 


Shipley.— February 10th. Traction switchboard, boosters 
and balanzers, switchboard alterations, for the Council. See 
„Official Notices" January 24th. 


West Ham. — February 11th. Engine room storcs, 
cable, boxes, transformers, lamps, electrical instruments, &c., for the 
Council. See Оћсіа! Notices" January 31st. 


CLOSED. 


Bilston.— With reference to the note in our last issue on 
page 183, where it is stated that the British Westinghouse Company 
secured the contract at £5,850, and that the lowest tender was that 
of the Lahmeyer Electrical Company, at £3,565, the latter company 
point out to us that their tender was for £8,565, and consequently 
was not the lowest, but nearer the average price. 
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The following letter on the same subject has come to hand from 
The Electric Construction Company, Limited :—“ In your issue of 
last week, it was announced under the heading of Contracts 
Closed, that according to the Contract Journal, the order of the 
Midland Electric Corporation for power distribution plant had 
been placed with the British Westinghouse Company, at £5,850 ; 
that the lowest tender was that of the Lahmeyer Electrical Com- 
pany, £3,565, and the highest, that of the Electric Construction 
Company, at £10,070. We beg to point out that a comparison be- 
tween the successful tender and our own is quite misleading, being 
based upon different specifications." 


Cardiff.—At a meeting of the Tramways Committee on 
Friday last week tenders for two engines were considered. Accord- 
ing to the local press, the tenders sent in were :— 


Ferranti, Limited .. ae m se is vs - . . 29,381 
Robey & Co. co ee ee . ee ee oe ee oe 11,260 
Markhain & Co. Es з «s m is НИ és .. 11,830 
Yates & Thom Фә ae "n so «is а vs .. 11,412 
D. Stewart & Co. T EM is - 25 ex . 11,500 
Combe, Barbour & co. ie is Es ear aa .. 11,810 
Victor, Coates & Co. 55 x > a Ps Ex . 12,700 
Bevor, Darling & Co. - T" ^ 875 as - .. 12,837 
J. Musgrave & Eon (aecepled)  .. me zs ae 46 .. 14,074 
Cole, Marchent & Morley e T me Js ès 0 14,126 
Hick, Hargreaves & Co. = v ee s T .. 15,100 
Davey, Paxman & Co. T © 55 ès Ja is . 15,308 
Ashton, Frost & Co. os zs ee ; 15,470 


After a long discussion the committee decided to accept the 
tender of Messrs. Musgrave & Son. The examination of tbe tenders 
was all the more severe in consequence of a statement made by the 
agent of one of the companies tendering to the effect that the result 
of the tendering was a foregone conclusion. Two firms were struck 
out because their tenders were not to specification, three because 
they could not deliver in time, and one because no particulars were 
seat. The engines to be supplied under the accepted tender will 
weigh 225 tons, with a fly-wheel of 70 tons; the standard of 
efficiency is 92 per cent, and the steam consumption per I. B. P. 
showed the lowest average. 

The engineer, Mr. Arthur Ellis, presented details of the tendcrs 
received for supplying two continuous current generators of net 
less than 900 kw. The tenders were divided into classes, English 


and foreign, and were as follow :— 
| Generators. Generators. 


only. with 
ENGLISH— spares. 
Electric Construction Company ee es .. £7,186 £7,805 
Crompton &Co. .. А? пр 23 ©» ER 6,703 6,890 
Mather & Platt M " " x M 6,050 6.24.8 
Bruce Peebles & Co. га s - m > 5,000 5,990 
Siemens Bros. & Co. T vs "T bs ‘te 5,660 5,700 
Dick, Kerr & Co. (accepted) "e és К 5,500 5,560 
AMERICAN— 
British Westinghouse 29 Za ЛР $s 6,456 6,042 
British Thomson-Houston és sis - d 6,350 6,494 
Johnsoc, Lundell & Co. s ae a s 5,164 5,294 
GERMAN— | 
Lahmeyer Electric Co. .. T vs vs m 5,970 5,02 
British Schuckert Co. © 2s 955 - 4.837 5.027 
Witting Bros. & Co. га T T ji T 4,464 4.781 
Von Kramer 5% - ix es - T 4,542 4,680 
Frank Воѓег & Co. ee 2 vs i m 4,029 4,078 
BEUGIAN— 
International Electrical Engineering Co. ку 4,£00 4,800 


The foreign tenders, viz., the Gern an and Belgian, were struck 
out by tbe committee, and, after consideration, the tender from 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. was accepted. 

A tender for a combination street-cleaner to work over the 
electric tramway lines, from Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co, at £600, was 
accepted. 

Fulham.—The Borough Council has accepted the 
ollowing tenders for the electricity works:— 
BoirnEns.— Davy Bros., Limited MA ee aS .. £2,028 
Mains.— British Insulated Wire Company.. m z. £27,689 

Glasgow.—The Corporation Tramways Department have 

ust settled the following contracts for tramway extensions :— 


2,000 tons steel rails, Bolckow, Vaughan & Co., Ltd., . at £6 9 6 
100 ,, fish plates - 6 


1,150 ,, steelrails (Belgian) P.& W. McLellan, Ltd. 1. „ 6 411 
850 „ Curved steel rails (Belgian) ys „ 6411 
75 „ Fish plates (Belgian) ` o> n»n 7 411 


elivery of English rails to commence immediately and Belgian 
rails in March. 

Permanent way contracts to the extent of £33,000 have been let 
to Mes-re. Daniel Murray, A. and J. Faill, and A. Stark & Son. The 
overhead work will be carried out by the Department, but the 
following material bas been contracted for: — Steel poles, Messrs. 
Wilson's and Union Tube Compauy, Limited, £11,663; trolley 
wires, Messrs. John A. Roeblings, Sons & Co, £2,422; trolley wire 
fittings, Messrs. R. W. Blackwell & Co., Limited, £1,610; malleabie, 
cast, wrought-iron, aud steel fittings, Messrs. R. W. Blackwell and 
Co., Limited, £1,718; guard and span wires, Messrs. R W. Black- 
well & Co., Limited, £129 13s. 10d. These figures are based on 
estimates, and are subject to amendment ehould it be found that 
certain of the new lines cannot be fiuished this year. 

All the above are for the following extensions, for which tenders 
were recently invited :—Alexander Park to Riddrie, Cathcart 
Road to Cemetery Gate, Springburn to Bisbopbrigys, Shieldball to 
Renfrew, and they embrace close on 5 miles of roadway. 


Manchester.—The Electricity Committee has recom- 
mended the Ccuncil to accept the tender of Messrs. Ferranti, 
Limited, for the supply of switchboards for Mr. Metzger’s extension 
of the Stuart Street generating sta ion and the sub-stations con- 
nected therewith ; also the tender of Mr. E. Nuttall for the con- 
struction of the third and final section of the cable subway from 


Stuart Street. This portion runs under the canal. The tender of 
the New Conveyor Company was approved for the supply of coal 
conveyors for that part of the Stuart Street station which is under 
Dr. Kennedy’s s:heme. 


Oban.— With reference to the published results of tenders 
for this place, the International Electrical Engineering Company 
are supplying the three dynamos, spare armature, &c., to the 
successful tenderer, Messrs. James Howden & Co. 


Spen Valley.— The B.E.T. Co., who are promoting a 
tramway scheme for the greater part of the heavy woollen district, 
have let the contract for the construction and laying down of rails, 
posts, and the apparatus generally to Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. 


Stepney.— Тһе B.C. has accepted the tender of the 
New Century Arc Light Company, Limited, for supplying and 
erecting 20 arc lamps and columns for the sum of £526. 


Sydney (N. S. W.) — Are British electrical manufacturers 
doing the best they can to meet the increasing demand for electrical 
macbinery in Australia? This question recurs to us once again in 
reading the following news of an important American contract 
which has been carried out at Sydney. We quote the item from 
the trade pages of the Electrical World: —“ The central power 
station of Sydney City and Suburban Tramways, of Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, contracts for the initial equipment for which to the extent of 
over $1,000,000, have already been placed in America, is to be 
considerably extended in capacity, and specifications representing 
an expenditure of some $500,000 have been issued. It will be 
recalled tuat when Mr. Charles Oliver, the chief railroad com- 
missioner of the New South Wales Government, which is con- 
structing the Sydney electric traction system, was in the United 
States in August, 1900, he placed a contract valued at almost 
$800,000 for the complete equipment of a plant having a nominal 
capacity of 4,500 нр. This equipment, the last of which has just 
becn shipped from this side, consists principally of three 1,500 kw. 
General Electric generators; three direct conuected 32 by 64 by 60 
vertical cross-compound engines, built at the Allis plant at 
Milwaukee, and some $100 0 10 worth of piping, &c., from the Best 
Manufacturing Company, of Pittsburg, Pa. Prior to the letting of 
this contract, the Sydney power house was installed with four 
850-kw. General Electric generators, aud Allis horizontal engines 
of 850-H P. nominal capacity. Up to date, therefore, contracts have 
been let for a plant of 7,900 H.P. nominal capacity. The specifi- 


_ cations now requisitioned for are additional equipment of 6,000 н.р. 


The boiler plant already installed represents 8,000 H.P., there being 
32 units of 250 H P. esch. These boilers are water-tube ones, of 
Babcock & Wilcox build. The specifications now ask for 24 
additional boilers. The entire plant will, therefore, have a capacity 
of 14,000 нр. The contract for the steel construction of the 
power house, which called for some J, 200 tons of structural steel, 
was undertaken by the American Bridge Company. It was the first 
contract ever awarded for a steel structure іп the Antipodes. The 
power house will be extended shortly. Besides the important 
installation before meutioned, everything required in the con- 
struction of the Sydney system other than the car bodies, which are 
being built in Australia, owing to the cheapness of wood io that 
part of the world, will be purchased in the United States, and 
before the entire system is an accomplished fact some $3,500,000 
will have been expended." 


Woolwich.—The Borough Council has accepted the 
tender of Messrs. Everctt, Edgecumbe & Co., at £526, for measuring 
instruments. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, February 7th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Junior Engineers. 
Meeting at the Westminster Palace Hotel. Paper on 
“The Electric Passenger Elevator," by Mr. William J. 
Cooper. 

At 7.30 p.m. North-East Coast Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders. Meeting iu the Lecture Hall of 
the Literary and Philosophical Society, Westgate 
Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Paper by Mr. D. B. 
Morison on “ Report on Memorandum submitted to 
the First Lord of tbe Admiralty on July 16th, 1901, 
with reference to the present unsatisfactory condition 
of the Eugineer Branch or H.M. Navy.” 

Saturday, February 8th.—At 11 am. and 3 p.m. Ins'itution of 

| Electrical Engineers (Students' Section). Visit to the 

yenerating station of Central London Railway, Shep- 
herd's Bush. 

Monday, February 10th.—Institution of Electrical Engineers 
(Newcastle Section) Meeting. Paper on “ Electrical 
Legislation and Finance," by Mr. H. W. Handcock. 

Tuesday, February llth.—At 9 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Glasgow Section). Meeting at the 
Institution of Eugineers aud Shipbuilders, 207, Bath 
Street. 

At 7.30 p.m.—Institution of Electrical Engineers (Man- 
chester Section) Meeting at Owens College. Paper 
by Mr. C. E. Stromeyer on " Steam Boilers." 
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Wednesday, February 12th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Birmingham Section). Meeting in the 

Physical Theatre of the University. 
At 7.30 pm. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Bir- 
mingham Local Section). The discussion on Dr. W. E. 


Sumpner's papers on Alternate Current Diagrams” . 


and “The Testing of Motor Losses," which was 
adjourned from December 11th, will be taken. Prof. 
R. Threlfall, F.R.S., member, will then give some elec- 
tric furnace demonstrations. 

"Thursday, February 13th.—At 8.0 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting at the Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers, Great George Street. “Researches on the 
Electrical Conductivity and Magnetic Properties of 
npwards of 100 different Alloys of Iron,” by Prof. 
W. F. Barrett, F.R.S., and W. Brown, B.Sc., and On 
some Conclusions deduced from the preceding Paper," 
by Prof. W. F. Barrett, F.R.S. 

F'riday, February 14th.—At 8.30 p.m. British Electro-Therapeutic 
Society meeting at 11, Chandos Street, W. бес 
* Notes " to-day. 


NOTES. 


- 


Copper Prices.— The price of copper has been jumping 
about a good deal since the close of January. Our curves on another 
page show the price on January 3lst as just below £56. On 
February 3rd the settlement price was £56 5s.; on 4th inst. it was 
down to £53 15s.; and on February 5th the price was £52 7s 6d. 


Naval Boilers.—The Pall Mall Gazette says that in 
spite of repeated experiments, the builders of his Majesty's ship 
London have failed to secure efficient service from the Belleville 
boilers of tbat fine ship. “She has been out on her long steam 
trial, after several previous attempts, but the usual symptoms of 
leaky joints developed themselves, and the London has put into 
Plymouth for repairs. Meanwhile the Admiralty Boiler Committee 
are still experimenting with water-tube boilers of other sorts, and 
the Fantome has been fitted with the Niclausse system. The naval 
correspondent of the Glasgow Herald takes comfort in the fact that 
these boilers give better results than the Belleville. He says :— 
On the low-power run the mean result was 339 1.H.P., with a coal 
consumption of 1 695 lbs. ; while the sister ship Espiegle, wita Bab- 
cock & Wilcox boilers, at 337 1 H.P., consumed only 1°53 lbs.; two 
Belleville boiler ships, Mutine and Rinaldo, at the same power, 
borning 1:86 and 1:90 lbs. respectively. On the second 30-hours’ 
trial, at 75 per cent. of the full power, the Niclausse boilers ship, at 
1,020 1. H. P., equalled that with the Babcock boilers, the rates being 
respectively 1°53 lbs. and 1°54 lbs.; while the Belleville ships 
named returned 172 and 1:60 lbs. On the full power, the Niclausse 
boiler ship did well again. Her power was 1,453 1. H..; speed, 
13:63 knots; and coal consumption, 1:53 lbs. The Espiegle, with the 
Babcock & Wilcox boilers, consumed 1°70 lbs., and the two Belle- 
ville boiler vessels 1:63 lbs. and 1:61 lbs. respectively." 


Marconi and Italy.— King Victor Emmanuel has just 
named Mr. Marconi Commander of the Order St. Maurice and 
Lazarus. Moreover, the Italian papers report that Mr. Marconi 
will shortly go to Italy. Lastly, still according to the Italian news- 
papers, the Marquis Solari—menti.ned in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
for November 29 and December 6, 1901, in connection with wireless 
telegraphy in Italy —was charged to treat for the purchase of several 
sets of Marconi apparatus for installations along the coast and on 
the ships,-the apparatus used by the Italian navy not being capable 
of ensuring secrecy with regard to messages. M. Solari has, there- 
fore, bought—after having tried them in England—several sets of 
wireless telegraphy apparatus of the latest syntonic type (issyntony 
sufficient to ensure secrecy in dispatches ?). Mr. Marconi has given 
vp his patent rights with regard to these apparatus, but only on 
condition tbat the Italian stations shall not be visited by persons 
uot connected with the Italian navy. 


Electric Tramways and Goods Traffic.—“ The 
Conveyance of Goods on Electric Trolley Lines” was the subject of 
u paper read by Mr. Alfred Н. Gibbings, M. I. E. E., e gineer in- 
chief of the South Lancashire Electric Traction and Power Com- 
pany, Limited, before the Liverpool Engineering Society last week. 
‘lhe paper dealt more especially with the scope which the manu- 
facturing districts of South-west Lancashire offered for the econo- 
иіс iutroduction and working of electric traction for goods traffic, as 
Letween the docks at Liverpool and the mills and factorics of 
Lancashire. Mr. Gibbings showed that a much more expeditious 
trausportation and delivery of goods could be made by electric 
tracks on tramways than by the present railway system, and at 
charges which for full loads would be only half of the present 
lailway charges, and yet would leave a sufficient profit. There 
would also be a saving to district councils and other authorities, as 
the maintenance of tbe roads would be undertaken by the electric 
traction companies. From manufacturers’ and traders' points of 
View the importance of the electric carriage of goods in Lancashire 
was incalculable, and the extensive possibilities which it fore- 
thadowed, were, Mr. Gibbings said, of such great public interest 
that the scheme should not be allowed to fall to the ground on 
tecount, of probable opposition. 


New York Power Stations,—We reproduce from the 
columns of our American contemporary Power, the following very 
interesting table, which presents in & manner easy for comparison, 
some of the chief pointe regarding the steam plant equipmenta of four 


p^ 


——— | 7 98859 арнаш. Ki ogsb’age. Edison. 
S fas . | 5 
Engines .. 25 > - P 11 8 | 16 | 16 
Horse-power each, normal rating. 4,000 8,000 | 4,400 ‚ 5,200 
p» » maximumrating | 6,000 12,600 | 1,000 8,000 
Ratio maximum to normal .. um 1:65 | 156 , 159 | 1-54 
Aggregate normal rated horse-power | 44,000 64,000 ‚ 70,400 83, 200 
2» maximum „, " ; 72,600 ! 100,000 , 112,000 | 128,000 
Diameter high pressure cylinders .. | 46 in. 44in. , 46in. | 48:5 in 
Diameter low „ „ S 80 in. ss in. 88 in. 78. in 
Volumetric ratio 85 | 4 8:5 6: 
Displacement per min. low pressure | | i | 
cylinders aggregate. . 8327958 506,848 484,066 707, 149 
Displacement per min. low pressure i | 
cylinders per normal н.р. .. d 7:56 | 792 6°§8 | 8:5 
M.E.P. required to develop normal: | | | 
rated H.P. - Ks M wel 80931 ; 28°94 , £331 | 26 96 
Reheating surface each engine .. | — | 1,544 | — 1,87 
„ „ » per normal н.р. , — | 193 — | 219 
Boilers dx is xs RR не | 64 | 60 | 56 
Rated horse-power each 5% EM 950 500 ! 512 #50 
55, 97 aggregate | 21,750 | 32,000 { £0,720 36,400 
Ratio boiler to engine н.р. normal | | | 
rating .. T x ХА ae 49 5 426 44 
Heating surface aggregate .. 205, 291 sq.ft. 385,570 8. ft. 307, 200 80. ft. 964, O00 sq.ft. 
» „ per rated boiler н.р | 9:44 | 105 | 10 | 10 
" » n engine . p. | 4:61 5°24 | 486 ' 487 
Grate surface aggregate E .. 8,991sq.ft. 5, 682 sq. ft. 6,600sq.ft. 6,720 »q.ft. 
» " per rated boiler н.р. . 183 173 21 18 
» ,9 ” engine H.P., "ut | 088 094 0508 
Boiler н.р. per sq. ft. of grate | 545 | 5°68 | 465 | h*4 
Engine,, гэ à 1102 ; 11°36 | 10:67 | 12:4 
Ratio heating to grate surface 514 59 58 465 54°17 
Working pressure " 150 | 150 160 175 
Chimneys ..  .. P: P 1 4 | 4 | 4 
Height above lower grates .. B34 ft. 278 ft 995 ft. 200 ft 
Internal diameter кз “з 22 ft. | 17 ft. | 14 ft. ' 11 tt. 
Aggregate aren 380-18 , — 907 615-76 | 90792 
Area x л/ height EP NC 7,14199 | 15,188 05 | 9,9964 | 12,£39 88 
Ratio grate surface to chimney area 105 6 107 ' 74 
Feed water heating surface—Econo- 
miser „ Taa — ' 93,904 115 200 | s 
vacuum (primary) - — | — 24,000 | — 
Exhaust 6 (secondary) — | — — | 10,654 
Aggregate heating surface .. P3 — . 98,304 189,200 | 20,664 
Aggregate per boiler H.P. .. T — 8:072 4˙5 
Ratio boiler to economiser surface — 8˙41 27 | — 
„ » total feed water 
heating surface — 8:41 9-9 84°14 
Condensers— Kind x 55 Su face Jet. Jet. Surface 
Number sig | 11 | 8 4 16 
Cooling surface aggregate .. 82,000 8 1. ft. — — 147,:00 sq.ft. 
92 „ per normal H. ..' 16 — — | 147 
Ratio boiler to condenser surface. 25 | — | — 2:41 
Coal storage capacity .. - .. 9,000 tons 15.000 tons! 15,360 to: 10, 00% tons 
Per boiler н.Р. Я 827 Ibs. | 1,00 51) lbs. 


large New York electrical power stations :— 


937 lbs. | 


Ibs. 
I 


Street Openings.—In the House of Commons on 
30th ult. Sir H. Vincent asked the Home Secretary if he could hold 
out any hope of steps being taken to prevent the streets in London 
from being taken up by gas, water, electric, and hydraulic power 
companies and various civic authorities without system, to the 
inconvenience of the public. Mr. Ritchie, in replying, said that 
the matter was engaging the active attention of the local authorities 
within whose jurisdiction it properly fell in the first instance. The 
Corporation of the City had deposited a private Bill in which they 
asked for powers to control the breaking up of the streets within 
their area. For the rest of London, the County Council were 
in communication with the borough councils, and hoped to be in a 
position shortly to put forward proposals for legislation giving them 
the necessary powers as central authority in this matter. Any such 
proposals would receive the careful consideration of the Govern- 
ment. 


Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association.— 
A special general meeting of this Association will be held at the 
Westminster Palace Hotel on Friday, February 21st, at 3 p.m., to 
consider— , 

1, The best means of obtaining an a'teration to the existing regulations con- 
trolling the repayment of loans borrowed for the purposes of electricity supply ° 
undertakings, whereby local authorities are compelled to repay during the con- 
struction of works. 

2. The desirability, or otherwise, of deciding the percentage which should be 
allowed for the depreciation of electricity undertakings. 

8. The desirability, or otherwise, of recommending local authorities to form 
& reserve fund for the replacement of obsolete plant, and for other purposes 
specifled in the Electric Lighting Orders. 

These subjects have had the earnest consideration of the Council, 
which considers them of very great importance. 


Yorkshire College Engineering Society.—“ Loco- 
motive Boilers" formed the subject of a paper read by Mr. R. 
Waters before this Society on January 27th. 


Electricity in the Navy.—The new battleships and 
cruisers proposed by the Admiralty are to adopt electrically-driven 
machinery more extensively. 100 volts at lamp terminals is the 
new standard voltage. Telephones are to be still further adopted, 
and some additions to the number of electrically-driven fans for 
ventilation, and electric capstans, are proposed. 


Obituary.—Mr. J. B. Craddock, who was in the employ 
of the Natal Telegraphs, and was Postmaster of Ladysmith during 
the siege, died recently at Maritzburg from privations endured 
during the investment. 
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The Electrical Volunteers.—We understand that the 
Corps of Electrical Engineers, R.E. (Vol.), have been asked if they 
can furnish a sixth detachment for active service in South Africa. 
Examination and provisional selection will take place probably on 
Saturday, February 15th. Intending applicants for enrolment should 
send in their names at once to the O.C., Electrical Engineers, R.E. 
(Vol.), Headquarters, Regency Street, S.W., giving full details as to 
their technical qualifications, age, height, chest measurement, &c. 
Regulations as to enlistment and pay as follows:— 

Enlistment for the remainder of the war, but should the war 
terminate within one year, men have the option of completing one 
year’s service, or taking their discharge at once. 

Pay varies according to rank, and engineer pay according to skill. 

Pay.—Sapper, 1s. 44d.; corporal, 2s. 9d.; sergeant, 3s. 6d. a day. 
Engineer pay in addition to above :—Fair tradesman, 8d.; skilled, 
18.; superior, ls. 4d.; very superior, 1s. 8d. a day for days 
employed. 

The following gratuities are payable on discharge :—Volunteer 
gratuity, £5; War Office gratuity, £5. 


Personal.— Last Sunday week the members of the 
Waterville staff of tbe Commercial Cable Company assembled in 
their Recreation Hall to wish “ God-speed" to Messrs. Parish, 
Blackley, Jenkins, and Nickolds—all of whom have severed their con- 
nection with the Commercial Cable Company totake up service under 
the Pacific Cable Board, their destinations being Suva, Fiji Islands, 
with the exception of Mr. Jenkins, who goes to Brisbane as senior 
operator. Mr. Parish goes out to Suva as head superintendent, and 
Mr. Blackley is appointed assistant superintendent at the same 
station. Mr. Parish was the recipient of a gold watch, Mr. Blackley 
a gold chain, Mr. Jenkins & handsome dressing bag, and Mr. 
Nickolds a rifle. It was also announced that Messrs. T. Price and 


Scott had also been accepted by the Pacific Cable Board for Suva, 


this bringing the total of departures to six from Waterville. 

The British Australasian for January 30th says that Mr. A. J. 
Arnot, who has been city electrical engineer at Melbourne for 10 
years, is now about to proceed to England to take up a new and 
important position. He was entertained at a smoking concert at 
the Melbourne Town Hall on the 18th ult. 

It is stated in the Financier that Mr. C. Gerhardi, of the Direct 
Spanish Telegraph Company, is shortly to celebrate his 50th year of 
service in submarine telegraphy. 

The directors of the Windermere and District Electricity Supply 
Company, Limited, have appointed Mr. Christopher Walker, of 
Windermere, secretary to the company. 

Mr. J. Shaw, manager and engineer to the Isle of Man electric 
tramways, and consulting engineer tothe Douglas Corporation tram- 
ways, has been appointed resident electrical engineer of the Mersey 
Tunnel Railway Company. 


Appointments Vacant.—Resident electrical engineer 
for Stoke-upon-Trent; assistant engineer at Fulbam electricity 
works (£104); shift engineer for Bedford; switchboard attendant 
for Carlisle; assistant engineer for York (£150) ; borough electrical 
engineer for Croydon (£400 to £600); the Poplar Council wants 
a clerk (£150) for thetelectricity department; atramways manager 
is wanted for the Oldham Tramways Committee ; general traffic 
manager for the Wolverhampton electric tramways at £250; a 
junior assistant, and improver for Watford electricity works. See 
* Official Notices " to-day. 


The British Electro-Therapeutic Societ y.—The next 
meeting of the British Electro-Therapeutic Society will be held at 
11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W., on Friday, February 14th, 
at 8.30 p.m., Dr. W. S. Hedley in the chair. Dr. Samuel Sloan 
(Glasgow) will show his Faradimeter"; Dr. Geo Herschell will 
give a demonstration on a ' Modern Induction Coil"; Dr. Lewis 
Jones will read a paper on Electro-Therapeutics." 


Consulting Engineer's Action Withdrawn.—The 
Caterham Weckly Press understands "that the action for slander 
brought by Mr. Medhurst, the borough consultiog electrical 
engineer, against the mayor of Reigate (Mr. F. E. Barnes, J.P., 
C.C.), has been unconditionally withdrawn." 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Dublin Section). 
At yesterday's meeting the adjourned discussion was to take place 
on Mr. W. Brew's paper on “Notes on Inductive Circuits.” 


An American Opinion on the Polyphase Arbitration. 
—Writing on the recent Underground arbitration, the Street 
Railway Journal remarks in connection with the objections 
made against the Ganz system, that it knows no successful 
device against which so many plausible and logical objections could 
be raised asthe multiple unit system of control, which is in every day 
use; but it works, and there is the end of the matter. The infer- 
ence is that, even from an American point of view, the Ganz system 
is not to be sniffed at, though at the same time the journal thinks 
tbat the onus of proof for the concatenated system of control 
rests with the Ganz Company, who ought to shoulder the responsi- 
bility. Messrs. Ganz have either solved the problem of practical 
speed control of polyphase motors, or they have not. If they have, 
the sooner engineers know it thc better. Apart from the 
question of the Underground system, we do think that as soon as 
possible the polyphase system should be tried on what may be called 
main line railway work, for it does certainly offer a prima facie 


prospect of working a large area of country from a single central 
point, whence a sufficient load can be carried to ensure that first 
essential iof economical working — a good load factor. The 
journal, of course, refers to the polyphase system simply as 
regards the direct use of the currents upon the motors of the 
cars without any intermediation of rotary converters to direct 
currents. In America the tendency has appeared to be in the direc- 
tion of new inter-urban electric lines on their own right of way, and 
not on the public highways, rather than in the electrification of 
existing steam railroads. Electricity has come in as a competing 
agent rather than as an aid to improvement of older services. This 
isa point that ought to be carefully and seriously pondered by 
the English railways. Their management has not been such as to 80 
endear them to the public that they can afford to be too independent. 
The blow that has come so unexpectedly upon the Undergound of 
London through the competition of the Central London was 
unexpected only to the railway directors. The travelling public, if 
they thought at all, foresaw what would happen so far as they 
personally were concerned. The one hope for the Underground is 
the fact that it runs so near the surface as to be a well ventilated 
line if worked electrically, whereas the deeply buried tubes are far 
from perfect in this respect, and will continue to beso unless means 
be taken either positively to withdraw foul air or to compel it to 
escape vertically when propelled by the trains, in place of being 
circulated horizontally as is now the case. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tne staff of the Aberdeen Corporation Electricity Works held a 
smoking concert in the Bonaccord Hotel, Market Street, on January 
23rd, when Mr. T. WILKINSON, electrical tramway assistant, was 
made the recipient of a couple of handsome chairs on the occasion 
of his marriage. Mr. BELL, the city electrical engineer, presided, 
and, in a few well-chosen words, made the presentation. Mr. 
Wilkinson suitably replied. A very enjoyable evening was spent, 
with songs, speeches, recitations, and instrumental music contributed 
by the staff and their friends, Mr. William Stc wart ably accompany- 
ing on the piano. 

On Monday, January 12th, the staff of the Hammersmith 
electricity works presented Mr. Е. Нил, (chief assistant) with a hand- 
some tantalus on the occasion of his marriage. Mr. G. G. BELL 
(chief engineer), after a short speech, made the presentation. Mr. 
Hill thanked the staff in a few well-chosen words, and the event 
was brought toa close with three hearty cheers for Mrs. Hill. 

Last week, Mr. NonxaN, mains superintendent of the Harrogate 


electricity department, who is shortly leaving for South Africa, was 


presented by the officials of the Corporation and the workmen of 
the electricity staff with a handsome dressing bag. There was a 
large and representative gathering, and Mr. WILKINSON, the borough 
electrical engineer, testified to the energy and zeal Mr. Norman 
bad displayed in carrying out his duties. Mr. Norman, who was 
very warmly received, thanked the donors for the mark of esteem 
with which they had honoured him. 

The Southampton Corporation has sanctioned the increasing of 
the salary of Mr. Е. R. BRIDGER, chief assistant at tbe electric light 
station, from £150 to £180 per annum. The salary of Mr. H. L. 
Mitts, mains superintendent in the electricity department, was 
also raised from £150 to £170. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Trafford Power and Light Supply (1902), Limited (72,601).— 
This company was registered on January 27th with a capital of £150,000 in £1 
shares, to take over the husiness of the Trafford Power and Light Supply, 
Limited (incorporated in 1899), to adopt an agreement with the said old com- 
pany, to manufacture, distribute and supply electricity and gas for light, heat 
or motive power, to supply light, heat and power to towns, docks, railways, 
tramways, theatres, public and private buildings, trains, motor cars, ships, 
launches, or other places or things, and to carry out any necessary works. The 
first subscribers are: R. Mond, 27, Berkeley Square, W., and 30, Victoria Street, 
S. W., manufacturing chemist, with 250 shares; W. C. J. Fawcus, Red House, 
Altrincham, engineer, with 20 shares; W. Taylor, Throttle Nest House, Old 
Trafford, Manchester, C.E., with 250 shares; H. Edmunds, Antron, Upper 
Tulse Hill, 8 W., engineer, with 250 shares; W. F. Agnew, 20, Stafford Terrace, 
Kensington, ba rister, with 250 shares: P. Brownsword, Thorn Villa, Heaton 
Moor, near Stockport, ariicled clerk, with 1 share; and R. P. Whitehurst, 11, 
Heath Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester, clerk, with 1 share. If shares 
offered to public, no allotment unless whole of shares first offered be subscribed. 
The number of directors is not to be less than З nor more than 7; the first are 
William Е. Agnew, Henry Edmunds, William P. J. Fawcus, Walter Taylor and 
Robert Mond; qualitication £250; remuneration £1,000 per annum, divisible. 
Registered oftice, Electric Generating Station, Trafford Park, Manchester, 


Sanitas Electrical Company, Limited (72,615).— This com- 
pany was registered on January 28th, with a capital of £4,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire from R. Otto and K. Otto, of Berlin, the benefit of certain inventions 
relating to apparatus for curing diseases by means of light, and to manufacture 
and deal in medical and other appliances (whether electrical or otherwise), light 
baths, &c. The first subscribers are:—R. Otto, 224, Luisenstrasse, Berlin, 
merchant, with one share; К. Otto, 224, Luisenstrasse, Berlin, merchant, with 
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one share; W. H. Schwedler, 19, Kirchstrasse, Berlin, merchant, with 1,000 
shares; J. K. A. Hoffmann, 19, Kirchstrasse, Berlin, merchant, with one share; 
Н. О. Н. Wiskemann. 6, Abchurch Yard, E.C., merchant, with one share; 
E. W. L. U. Peters, 55—56, Chancery Lane, W.C., solicitor, with one share; and 
Miss E. Robinson, 143, Mare Street, Hackney, with one share. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be more than three; W.H. 
Schwedler is the first; remuneration £160 per annum. 


Roger Dawson, Limited (62,635).—This company was registered 
on January 30th, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the business 
carried on at 8. Berners Street, Oxford Street, W., as Roger Dawson," and to 
carry on the business of electricians, mechanical engineers, producera and 
soppliers of electricity for power and light, &c. The first subscribers (each 
with one share) are: G. H. Dyke, 5, Bedford Row, W.C., secretary; W. H. 
Stephens, 33, Lansdowne Gardens, Clapham Road, S W., clerk; A. R. Dawson, 
8, Berners Street, W., electrical engineer; H. Jackson, 8, Berners Street, W., 
electrical engineer; C. F. Twist, 5, Bedford Row, W.C., solicitor; O. Nettle- 
fold, 54, High Holborn, W.C., merchant; and C. W. de Lyons-Pike, 87, 
Bedford Row, W.C., solicitor. No initial public issue. Registered without 
articles of association. 


Buckholtz Engineering Company, Limited (72,589).— This 
company was registered on January 27th, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, 
to carry on the business of mechanical and electrical engineers, manufacturers 
of and dealers in tools, instruments and accessories for mechanical, electrical, 
aud bydraulic engineers and pewterers, lighting contractors, agents for bard- 
ware, domestic novelties, and labour saving appliances, &c. ‘Lhe first sub- 
scribers are:— C. W. Forward, Redleaf, Wilton Crescent, Wimbledon, gentle- 
man, with 100 shares; W. S. Cott, 3, Wilton Crescent, Wimbledon, gentleman, 
with 100 shares; J. Finch, 20, Egerton Gardens, Ealing, publisher, with one 
share; E. Buckholtz, 315, Boro' High Street, 8.E., electrical and mechanical 
engineer, with one share: Mrs. A. Scott, 8, Wilton Crescent, Wimbledon, with 
one share; C. W. Bennett, 8, Mayfield Road, Wimbledon, Commander P. & O. 
Company, with one share; and Mrs. L. Forward, Redleaf, Wilton Crescent, 
sens with one share. No initial public issue. Table “A” mainly 
applies. 


CITY NOTES. 


Central London Railway. 


Мв. Н. Tennant presided on Wednesday at the Holborn Restaurant 
over the half-yearly meeting of the shareholders of the above rail- 
way, in the absence through illness of Sir H. Oakley. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said the 
capital expenditure, which included that owing to the contractors 
for works and machinery, was now £3,681,312, and the receipt for 
stock and debentures was £3,562,551, leaving a debit on capital 
account of £118,960. That debit was more than covered by the 
capital powers the company possessed. As regarded the revenue 
accounts, they had received during the half-year £162,816 for the 
conveyance of passengers, and £5,443 for miscellancous receipts; a 
total of £168,359. The working expenses amounted altogether to 
£90,544, which was rather under 54 per cent. of the receipts. In 
looking at the cost of the working of the undertaking, they must 
bear in mind that not only had their passengers to be carried on the 
railway, but practically everyone had to be lowered and raised by 
the lifte, so that if they carried 20,000,000 passengers, it meant 
that twice that number made us: of the lifts. The working and 
repair of those lifts involved a considerable outlay, and if the 
cost of the lifts could be eliminated, the proportion of working 
expenses to receipts would be reduced rather over 4 percent. But 
the lifts were a necessary adjunct to underground railways of the 
type of the Central London, and no necessary expenditure to secure 
the good working order of the lifts, so as to ensure safety, had been 

d. There were 20,802,650 passengers carried during the half- 
year, but as the line was not open for the whole of the corresponding 
portion of last year, no comparison could be made. Comparing, 
however, the number with that carried in the June half-year, there 
was an increase of 416,911, of which upwards of 300,000 appeared 
to be workmen. The average fare paid was 1:88d. per passenger, во 
tnat about 24 millions of those carried were supposed to be workmen, 
who only paid 1d. for the journey. The public denominated their 
railway the "two-penny tube,” but if they had only got 2d. from 
each passenger, their revenue would have been greatly increased. 
A comparison of the increase with the June half-year was not 
much use, because, contrary to the case of other railways, 
the summer months were the worst months for them. Аз com- 
pared with the past half-year, their miscellaneous receipts showed 
a slight increase. He daresay they would have cbserved that their 
stations were only one storey, but the foundations were strong enough 
to bear a superstructure, and in the course of time most of the 
stations would be utilised in that way, and would bring in a con- 
siderable rental. The Post Office and the Museum stations had 
already been arranged for. With regard to the expeuses, £544 had 
been paid for compensation, which was in consequence of small 
mishaps to a few passengers, and also included workmen’s compen- 
ration. As the public became more used to tbe line, it was believed 
these small mishaps would be Jess. With regard to the question of 
vibration, the company had made experiments, and afforded all 
facilities to the experts appointed by the Committee of the Board 
of Trade which had sat to consider that matter. Аз far 
as they knew, the Committee were satisfied with the mannér 
in which the company had met the investigations. He 
could only say that when the Committee's report was 
published, the board would carefuliy consider it in all its 
bearings. Dealing next with the money available for distribution, 
the chairman said they, too, recommended the payment of 44 per 


cent. on the ordinary shares, the placing of £10,000 to reserve, and: 


the carrying forward of £5,874. Being a young company they 
thought prudence dictated that a reserve should be formed. 
Coming to the business which it was proposed to transact at the 
special meetings, the shareholders would remember that last year 


they brought a Bill before Parliament for two purposes, One was to 
make curves at either end of the line, and the other was for the 
purchase of land to provide additional lifts at Shepherd’s Bush. 
The part of the Bill relating to the loop lines was suspended, but 
the other part was carried, and they were empowered to raise 
£150,000 additional capital. It would require a resolution 
for the shareholders to issue that capital. They were pro- 
ceeding with the lifts at Shepherd’s Bush, where there 
had been a great development of traffic, as quickly as 
possible. They could have brought up the suspended part of 
their Bill that session without going through the preliminary stages. 
There were a large number of underground Bills before the Joint 
Committee, which considered the whole question of tube railways, 
and the Committee felt that the Central London Company ought to 
take a larger view of the requirements for travelling between the 
City and the suburbs, and in their report they said they were of 
opinion that there should be one through line from Hammersmith 
along Piccadilly to the City. Under the circumstances the Board 
came to the conclusion that, if it could be done, it would be very 
desirable to sccure ап improvement in the working of the Central 
London Railway in combination with the provision of railway com- 
munication between Hammersmith and the City. Accordingly 
they had an inquiry made by their experts into the question of 
having a railway so as to complete a complete circle, so that trains 
could be continuously run without loss of time for shunting and 
changing engines. Having carefully considered the whole matter, 
the directors had decided to abandon the suspended Bill, and to 
promote a new Bill for the construction of a line from Hammer- 
smith to the City. The new line would be connected with the 
existing line by curves at both ends. It was evident that this would 
give the greatest facilities to the public, and as the Central London 
Railway had a generating station capable of extension at Shepherd's 
Bush, the directors believed that they could carry out the provision 
of the new line more advantageously than any other company. The 
proposed new line would commence with a junction with the 
existing line at Shepherd’s Bush, and would ran under Goldhawk 
Road, Grove Road, Hammersmith Broadway, Hammersmith Road, 
Kensington Road, Knightsbridge, Piccadilly Circus, Leicester 
Square, King William Street, Fleet Street, Ludgate Circus, 
Upper Thames Street, Cannon Street, Queen Victoria Street, 
under the existing railway at the Bank to Liverpool Street by way 
of Cornhill, and by joining the existing railway in Old Broad 
Street complete the circle. On the combined undertaking there 
would be 29 stations. Power would be taken to raise £3,000,000 
by shares and £1,000,000 by borrowing. He thought immense 
advantages would be obtained by combining the undertakings. 

Lord Согупд,в CoLROSS seconded the motion. 

Mr. Janvis expressed disappointment at the dividend. He 
thought they ought not to carry people 6}? miles for 2d, while 
Similar railways charged 4d. for a less distance. 

Mr. Warronp thought it would not be a good thing to alter the 


- fares at the present time, seeing that they were going to Parliament 


for another Bill. He believed there were four opposition schemes 
with regard to Piccadilly. 

Mr. H. E. JENEINS observed that they would undoubtedly soon be 
in competition with motor cars and omnibuses, and that'it was 
only by low fares they would obtain traffic. 

Mr. MarEsponr pointed out that it was evident that the work- 
men's traflic did not pay, and they must view the large increase in 
that class of traffic with alarm. 

Mr. CARLILH wished to know what provision was made for the 
safety of the passengers in the case of an accident. 

Mr. Howe asked if they could make any discrimination with 
regard to workmen. 

Mr. FircH called attention to the temperature of the tunnels. He 
said there was was a temperature of 66 with no air at all. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said he thought it would be better for 
them to have a little more experience before altering the plan of 
having auniform fare, and with regard to the workmen’s fares, 
they thought it better to make no change at present. Experience 
might, however, result in very careful consideration being given to 
the subject. As to ventilation, they were making come little experi- 
ments, but observations had shown that the atmosphere was not so 
depreciated as in an ordinary room. With regard to safety, he 
might assure them that no precautions would be spared to make the 
line safe to the public, and to give them the greatest confidence. 

The report was carried, and at subsequent special meetings, the 
necessary resolutions with regard to the issue of capital, and the. 
approval of the Bill before Parliament, were carried. 


St. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light Company. 


THE directors’ report for 1901, which will be submitted to the 
ordinary general meeting to be held at the offices, Carnaby Strect 
central station, Golden Square, W., on Tuesday, 11th inst., at 
3 o'clock, reads as follows: — 

The directors submit their report for 1901, with the accounts as 
certified by the company’s auditors, and the auditcrs’ report. The 
extensions of Carnaby Street station were completed in readiness 
for the winter season, and supply was made on a total of 211,827 
8-c.P. lamps, being an addition of 25,480 in the past 12 months. 
The high price of coal, and the large addition to the rating of the 
company’s property, have raised the cost per unit of electricity 
generated ; but owing to the growth of the business, and to further 
economies, the result of tbe year’s trading has not been injuriously 
affected. Considerable progress has been made in the works of the 
Central Electric Supply Company, at Grove Road, and the trunk 
mains connecting with this company’s system have been completed 
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By a resolution of the extraordinary meeting held on February 12th, 
1901, confirmed at a subsequent meeting on March 5th, the articles 
of association of the company were altered, in order to bring them 
into comformity with the Companies’ Act, 1900, and the present 
constitution of the capital of the company. By an order of the 
Chancery Division of the High Court, made on June 15th, 1901, the 
memorandum of association of the company was altered, in con- 
formity with a resolution passed by an extraordinary meeting of the 
company held on May 6th, and confirmed at a subsequent meeting 
on May 21st, to enable the company to guarantee the repayment of 
principal moneys and interest secured by debentures, mortgages, 
stocks, or obligations of certain other companies. This company 
bas guaranteed, jointly with the Westminster Electric Supply Cor- 
poration, the payment of the principal and interest on an issue of 
£250,000 4 per cent. guaranteed debenture stock of the Central 
Electric Supply Company, Limited. For the information of share- 
holders, an abstract of the accounts of that company is enclosed. 
The interest charged on advances made to the Central Electric 
Supply Company, Limited, and credited to interest suspense 
account at December 3186, 1900, has now been received. This 
interest, amounting to £2,559 16s. 7d., after the deduction of 
income-tax, has been transferred from the suspense account to the 
credit of capital reserve fund, the balance on which now amounts 
to £69,089 1s. 10d. 


The net earnings of the company for the year 1901 were ‚ £86,632 7 5 
Add balance brought forward from 1900 .. ‘te 1,801 17 3 
£99,431 4 8 


Less interim dividend paid in August last for 
half-year ending June 80th, at rate of— 
7 per cent. on preference shares. ex £8,500 0 0 
es e 1 


10 per cent. on ordinary shares 0,000 
18,500 0 0 
Leaving an amount now to be dealt with of.. . 294,934 4 8 
The directors propose to divide this amount as follows: 
(а) By payment of a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. on the 
preference shares for the second half of the year .. .. 28,500 0 0 
(b) By payment of a dividend on the ordinary shares for th 
second half-year of 7s. 6d. per share, and a bonus of 2s. 
per share, making, with the interim dividend paid on 
August Ist Jast, a total distribution of 144 per cent. for the 
year m. ie “ee ss is vs е0 " .. 19,000 0 0 
(c) Amount to be carried forward - és э s 2,434 4 8 
£94,994 4 8 


—— 


The Liverpool Overhead Railway Company. 


THE directors' report for the half-year ending December 31st, 1901, 
to be submitted to the meeting to be held at Liverpool on Tuesday, 
February 11th, at 12 o'clock, reads as follows:— 

In presenting the half-yearly statement of capital and revenue accounts to 


December 81st, 1901, the directors have to report that the gross revenue 
receipts amount to £41,766 165. 7d., and the working expenses to £29,896 19s. 11d. 


The number of passengers carried during the last two years is as follows: 


Half. year Half. year Half-year Half. year 
ending ending endin ending 
June 30th, Dec. 8186, June 30th, Dec. Zlst, 
1900. 1900. 1901. 1901. 
First class .. “+ T 685,449 716,095 721,999 708,740 
Second class, including 
tramways 23 .. 2,477,025 8,869,833 8,157,111 8,921,856 
Workmen (special return 
tickets) .. "T .. 1,575,388 1,569,571 1,£08,114 1,402,858 
Total 4,687,862 5,655,499 5,882,224 65, 433,451 


There has been afalling off in the traffics during the past half-year, due 
mainly to the competition of the tramways, belonging to the Corporation, which 
approach the dock system at several points. The directors have to express 
their great regret that a serious accident, through fire, took place on the even- 
ing of December 28rd, at the Dingle Station, by which two passengers and four 
of the company's servants lost their lives. Every precaution has been taken, 
in reinstating the station, to guard against the recurrence of a similar disaster. 


REVENVE ACCOUNT. 


£ s. d. 
Receipts from passenger traffic amount to ee 40,790 6 8 
Miscellaneous receipts and interest .. gi 976 10 4 
А 41,766 16 7 
Less working expenses oe ee .. 29,896 19 11 
11,869 16 8 
Deduct interest on mortgage debentures £3,400 0 0 
Amount set aside to meet contingencies 
arising from accident at Dingle Station 3,000 0 0 
—————— 6400 0 0 
5,169 16 8 
Add balance brought forward, June 80th, 1901 3.722 15 8 
Leaving available for dividend .. 9,192 12 4 


Out of this balance the directors recommend the declaration of dividends 


at m following rates (less income-tax), payable on and after February 14th, 
next:— 


5 per cent. per annum on preference shares.. . £8,000 0 0 
" j ordinary shares .. si ae 2,500 0 0 


leaving a balance of £3,692 12s. 4d. to be carried forward to next half-year. "The 
directors retiring by rotation at this meeting are Sir William B. Forwood and 
Mr. Harold Brocklebank, who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 


The auditor retiring by rotation is Mr. George Nicholson, who is also eligible 
for re-election, 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad Company. 


THE report of the directors for the half-year ended December 31st 
last, to be submitted to the meeting in Manchester on 21st inst., 
states that,'including the sum brought forward, the balance of profit, 
after providing for debenture interest, is £10,555, and the directors 
recommend a dividend at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, which 


will absorb £6,750, writing off £1,500 to depreciation reserve, and 
£400 from the cost of application to Parliament for further powers, 
leaving a balance of £1,905 to be carried to the current half-year. 
The number of passengers carried during the half-year was 
1,254,103, and the car mileage run 357,132 miles. The receipta 
from all sources amounted to £21,340. 


Great Northern and City Railway Company. 


Sır CHARLES Scorrer presided over the meeting of this company 
at Westminster Palace Hotel on Tuesday, and if moving tbe 
adoption of the report, he said that the progress of the works was 
set forth therein, so that it was not necessary for him to deal with 
the matter in detail. Sir Douglas Fox had, however, that day sent 
him a report, in the course of which he summarised the position as 
follows:—'' The total length of tuunels driven to date is 8,078 
lineal yards of the 16 ft. tunnel, 876 lineal yards of station tunnel, 
and 43 yards of cross-over tunnel. There remains about 64 yards of 
the 16 ft. tunnel still to be driven, and only 8 yards of the cross- 
over tunnel" That, said the chairman, pointed in the direction that 
the line was getting very near completion, and certainly during this 
year the line as between Drayton Park station and Finsbury Pave- 
ment would be completed, and he hoped open for traffic. The 
question of electric traction had created almost as much controversy 
as the battle of the gauges in the old railway times. The speaker 
then referred at some length to the Metropolitan and District 
electrification arbitration, and said that the decision in favour of 
the continuous-current system was the only decision which could 
have been given after the expert evidence which had been heard. 
Mr. Parshall, the expert on behalf of tbe District Company, con- 
curred, and Mr. Parker, who was the expert for the Metropolitan, 
did not dissent from the decision, and he did not wish to make a 
separate report, which practically meant that he concurred also. 
Before this arbitration was thought of, the G.N. and City Railway 
Company invited tenders for electric traction for their railway from 
firms in this country,in the U.S., and in Germany, and it was a very 
laborious work for Sir Douglas Fox, their engineer, to go through the 
tenders sent in. They had decided beforethe arbitration that they 
would adopt precisely the same system as was recommended by 
Mr. Lyttleton, and they had placed the contract with the British 
Thomson-Houston Company. They would be glad to know that as 
far as they were concerned the contract was placed in this country, 
not only forthe power plant, but for the whole of the carriages 
and everything else in connection with the railway. In that con- 
tract provision was made for a three-minute service of trains each 
way between Finsbury Park and Finsbury Pavement, and in addi- 
tion to that they would have an ample margin of power for con- 
tingencies. They would be able to work trains up to a weight of 
197 tons; the carriages would be much larger and more roomy than 
those on either the Waterloo and City or the Central London 
Railways, the larger size of the tunnels of courae, rendering this pos- 
sible. The power station would be situated at Poole Street, on the 
Regent's Canal, about the centre portion of the railway. They 
would obtain their water supply from the canal, aud by water com- 
munication they would obtain their coals and heavy materials at 
the most reasonable rate. The chairman then referred in some 
detail to the agreement this company had been able to enter into 
with the Great Northern Railway. It was originally intended to 
run this railway from Drayton Park over the railways of the G.N. 
Railway, into their Finsbury Park station, and the G.N. Co. were 
under an obligation to find the necessary accommodation for this 
company at Finsbury Park station, and give running powers over 
their railway into the station. When they came to look into the 
question seriously they found that, as a matter of working, 
it would have been almost impossible to have worked a 
continuous, regular, and  punctual service over the rails of 
another railway company, besides which the receipts arising from 
that particular portion of the railway between Finsbury Park and 
Drayton Park stations would, of course, have belonged to the 
G.N., and not to the G.N. and City ; the only proportion that this 
company would get out of the receipts would be the bare working 
expenses (probably 25 per cent.), so that 75 per cent. of the receipts 
arising from that traffic would have gone to the G.N. Railway Com- 
pany, in addition to which they would have had to pay a rent for 
the use of the Finsbury Park Station and interest upon any outlay 
which the G.N. Company had to expend in order to provide the 
necessary accommodation for this company's trains running into and 
out of Finsbury Park Station. They came to the conclusion that it 
would be cheaper in the long run if they had their own independent 
line under the G.N. Railway and their own independent station 
under Finsbury Park Station, just as the Waterloo and City Rail- 
way was under the Waterloo Station of the South-Western Railway. 
They had now made an agreement whereby the G.N. Railway should 
make this line under their railway and under their station, and that 
they should lease it to the Great Northern and City for 999 years. 
For that period the line would be practically the property of 
the Great Northern and City, and all this company would pay 
for that railway was 3 per cent. upon the capital. That was the 
best possible thing for this company, aud the agreement had been 
signed and sealed this week. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE seconded the adoption of the report, 
which, after a few general questions had been asked and answered, 
was carried unanimously. 

The retiring directors and auditors were re-elected, andja_ vote of 
thanks was passed to the chairman and directors. a 

At a subsequent Wharncliffe meeting, resolutions were passed 
approving of the following Bills, which are to be introduced into 
Parliament this session :— 
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1. A Bill to confer further powers on the Great Northern and City Railway 
Company, and to extend the time for the completion of the authorised railway 
of that company, and for other purposes. 

9. A Bill to empower the Great Northern Railway Company to construct an 
underground railway in Islington, and to lease the tame to the Great Northern 
and City Railway Company, and for other purposes. 


The CHAmMAN explained that with regard to the proposed new 
station at Highbury, mentioned in their Bill, the district was 
densely “populated, and the district authorities had appealed to 
them to put down a station there. They bad included powers, 
therefore, in their new Bill, but they did not say that they were 
going to build a station at Highbury at present; they would get 
powers to do so in case they found it necessary. In regard to the 
extension to Lothbury, if they could get authority to run from 
Finsbury Pavement to that point, it was a most important addition, 
and they should be able to double their traffic through it. 


Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway 
Company. 


In the absence of Mr. C. T. Yerkes, through indisposition, Mr. W. T. 
Potts presided at the half-yearly meeting of this company on 
Tuesday last. 

The СнАївМАН moved the adoption of the accounts, which 
showed a slight increase in the money on deposit. 

Mr. J. R. CHAPMAN seconded, and it was agraed to. 

The meeting subsequently became special and approved the 
following Bills :— 

1. A Bill for conferring further powers upon the Charing Cross, Euston and 
Hampetead Railway Company with respect to their undertaking, for authorising 
agreements with the Metropolitan District Railway Company, the South- 
Eastern and Chatham Railway Companies' managing committee, the South- 
Eastern Railway Company, and the Baker Street and Waterloo Railway 
Company, and for other purposes. 

2. A Bill to confer further powers on the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus 
Railway Company, for the construction of new railways and works and for the 
use of part of the Metropolitan District Railway, to extend the time for com- 
pulsory purchase of land and completion of works, and to authorise working 
and other agreements with other companies, and for other purposes. 


Metropolitan Railway Company and Electric 
Traction. 


AT the half-yearly meeting of the Metropolitan Railway Company 
last week, Colonel J. J. MELLOR, who presided, said that he hoped 
that nothing would occur to prevent the early adoption of electric 
traction. At the last half-yearly meeting he pledged the board 
that whatever the decision of the Board of Trade was they would 
at once carry it out in a frank and loyal spirit. With that object 
they put themselves in communication with the District Company 
even before the award was announced. The shareholders, no 
doubt, had seen the offer which the Traction Company had made to 
supply the Metropolitan with current at ‘85 of a penny per unit, 
and also the reply of this board that they could manufacture it for 
themeelves on their own land at Neaeden, close to their works, 
where all their electrical repairs would have to be done, at about 
half the price quoted by the Traction Company. The erection of 
their own works at Neasden would not mean an unnecessary dupli- 
cation of capital. Their consumption would be so large and their 
works would be on so big a scale that they could produce the cur- 
rent at the lowest possible figure. If this company did not put 
down the power plant at Neasden the Traction Company must put 
it down at Chelsea. Well, the board preferred to put it down for 
themselves, and get it at ground-floor price. In fact, they had now 
under consideration two tenders, both of which he believed were 
based on terms more advantageous than bad ever yet been secured 
by any other company. The delay of a year, if it had lost them 
something in certain directions, had profited them much in others, 
for they would not only effect a considerable saving in the contract 
price, but the knowledge they had gained by the experience of 
other companies during the past 12 months would be invaluable to 
them. But there were other drawbacks which accounted to some 
extent for the high price the Traction Company proposed to charge 
them. In the first place, they were only just acquiring the land 
under compulsory powers. He expected the price of the site at 
Chelsea would be enormous. At Neasden they had any 
quantity of land secured some years ago on very low terms, and 
which would not cost this company a penny. Then again, at 
Neasden the cables would be carried the whole length of the railway 
and, in any case, they must sooner or later erect a power house 
there for their traffic to Harrow and Northern extensions. Those 
considerations were of the first importance, apart from a great 
saving in the cost of the current. ‘Their consumption would be so 
big that even the addition of one-tenth of a penny would cost the 
company £29,000 a year. With regard to the proposal of the 
Traction Company to guarantee this company a certain percentage 
on ite ordinary stock, Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co. said :— 
“ Unless the security offered by the guaranteeing company can be 
proved to be absolute, and unless the future earning power of the 

i stock cannot be put at more than 34 per cent. per annum, 
the proposition does not appear to commend itself.” He thought 
they would agree with him that it would have been extremely 
unwise on the part of the board to have handed over their valuable 
properties and their 13 millions of capital to a limited company 
involved in a variety of speculative undertakings. A fusion of 
interest with the District Company on an equitable basis was a pro- 
ject which they would all be more than willing to consider, but if 
they could not have such an equitable fusion, then let them have 


the next best thing possible, the closest and most friendly working 
union which it was possible to bring about. That, at least, they 
could have to the great convenience of the public, to the improve- 
ment cf their traffic, resulting in great good and no little saving to 
both companies. All this they coald have without the riek of their 
earnings being sacrificed in order that the property of another com- 
pany might be improved. The tunnels of this company were far 
superior to those of the “tubes” now running, and when the line 
was electrified and the tannels beautified, London would not know 
its underground railways. 


Cambridge Electric Supply Company. 


THE report of the directora to be presented to the meeting at Cam- 
bridge on Wednesday, February 12th, at 3 o'clock p.m., reads: 


The directors submit herewith a statement of the income and expenditure for 
the past year, and the balance-sheet showing the assets and liabilities of the 
company made up to December 81st last. They have pleasure in reporting that 
the progress of the company continues to be satisfactory. During the year 1901 
tbere has been added to the company's mains the equivalent of 3,787 8 c.r. lamps, 
making the total 34,723. The number of units supplied bas been 382,294, an 
increase of 24,789 units. The company, after paying all charges and placing 
£750 to depreciation account, has a balance of £5,019 10s. 4d., which, added to 
£38 10s. 10d. brought forward from last year, makes £5,058 1s. 9d. An interim 
dividend of £1,518 16s. 10d. and interest on temporary overdraft and loan (£340 
5s. 8d.), have already been paid, leaving a net balance of £3,198 19s. 1d. Out of 
this the directors recommend the payment of a dividend of 43 per oent., making, 
with 24 per cent. already paid, 7 per cent. for the year. This will absorb 
£8,080 Us. 7d., leaving a balance to carry forward subject to fractional adjust- 
ment of income-tax, of £118 188. 6d. The Hon. C. A. Parsons and Mr. Simpson 
retire by rotation: both are eligible, and offer themselves for re-election. The 
auditor, Mr. Arthur Rutter, also offers himself for re-eleotion. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Company. 


THE directors’ report, to be submitted to the meeting to be held to- 
day, 7th inst., reads as follows: 


The total receipts from July 1st to December 81st, 1901, including the balance 
of £6,378 18s. 11d. brought forward from the last account, ainounted to £185,278 
19s. 7d. The traffic receipts show э decrease of £2,761, as compared with the 
half-year ended December Ylst, 1900 The total expenses of the half. year, 
including the repair of cables, &c., as shown by the revenue account, amounted 
to £63,518 178. 5d., being a decrease of £6,862 7s. 6d. over the corresponding 
period of 1900. The directors, under the powers conferred upon them by the 
articles of association, have, before declaring the net profits, set apart the sum 
of £12,000 to the renewal fund, leaving a balance of £109,765 2s. 2d. Interim 
quarterly dividends of 15s. per cent. on the ordinary stock, and £1 10s. per cent. 
on the preferred stock, were paid on November Ist last, absorbing £52,500, 
leaving a balance of £57,965 28. 2d, out of which the directors recommend the 
proprietors to declare final dividends of 168. per cent. on the ordinary stock, 
£1 10s. per cent. on the preferred stock, and 2s. per cent. on the deferred моск, 
amounting to £56,000, making a total distribution for the year ended December 
81st, 1901, of £3 1s. per cent. on the ordinary stock, £6 per cent. on the preferred 
stock, and 28. per cent on tbe deferred stock. The balance of £1,265 2s. 2d. will 
be carried forward to the next account. The cables and landlines of the com- 
pany are in good working order. In accordance with the articles of association 
two directors of the company, Mr. F. A. Bevan and Mr. C. Burt retire at this 
meeting, and, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. Mr. Ernest 
Cooper, F.C.A., and Mr. John Gane, F.C.A., the auditors, also retire and offer 
themselves for re-election. 


Dublin United Tramways Company (1896), Limited. 


THE report of the directors for the half-year ended December 31st 
last, submitted at the meeting beld in Dublin on 4th inst., states 
that the dírectors have declared a dividend for the half-year at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the pref. shares, and at the rate 
of 6 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares. "These dividends 
will absorb £34,919, leaving a balance of £4,668 to be carried for- 


‚ ward, after writing off £1,000 from preliminary expenses. In 


addition to a full half-year's interest on the debentures, a further 
£1,891 has been charged against the revenue for the half-year, pro- 
viding for all the interest under this head to December 31st, 1901. 
A sum of £1,475 in excess of the full balf-year's way leaves, 
payable to the local authorities, has been similarly charged, so as to 
clear them up to the last gale days. The rates and taxes charged 
against the last half-year's revenue are £2,028 in excess of the corre- 
sponding period in 1900, and are fully charged up to December 31st, 
1901. A policy has been effected with the English and Scottish 
Law Life Insurance Company to insure the payment to the couipany 
at the end of 38 years of the discount on the “ B" debenture issue, 
and the premium for the half-year has been charged against revenue 

The directors have always considered that no charge should be made 
against revenue in respect of the large amount of obsolete property, 
such as cars, horses, &c., which were necessarily sold at a loss in 
connection with the conversion of the tramway system from horse 
to electric traction. This principle has been acted on in all similar 
undertakings of which the directors have any knowledge, but 
deferring to the views of the auditors, £8,049, part of the difference 
between the sum at which the borses stood in the books of the old 
company, and what they realised when sold, was charged against 
revenue and reserve, and the balance—namely, £7,076—was placed 
to a special suspense account, with a view of writing it off out of 
revenue in future half-years. The directors have now the authority 
of the auditors for saying that, in the event of the shareholders 
approving of this item of suspense being charged to capital account, 

the same as the losses incurred on all other items involved in the 
conversion of the tramway system, the auditors will offer no 
objection. 


At the meeting of the Dublin United Tramway Company 
on 4th inst, Mr. W. M. Монрнү, the chairman, said that 
the cost of the electric working was £14,990 in 1900, and 
£6,990 in 1901, a saving-of £8,000. This item contained 
the whole cost of generating and distributing the electrical 
energy for working the tramcars. It worked out at 564d. per 
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unit, including the engineers’ salaries, and he doubted very much if 
this could be beaten by an electrical station in the kingdom. The 
total number of passengers carried in the half-year was 23,816,084, 
& record number, equal] to the moving of the whole population every 
three days, while the cars had travelled a distance equal to five times 
round the earth in а week. The traffic receipts per mile were 8°70d., 
ook ts with 8:48d. in 1900, and the expenses 4728d., as against 
5:02d., the proportion of expenses to receipts being 51° 88 per cent., 
compared with 56:09 per cent. 


Brompton and Kensington Electricity Supply 
Company.—The directors announce a dividend at tbe rate of 9 
per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares for the half-year to 
December 31st last, making, with the interim dividend already 
paid, 8 per cent. for 1901, carrying £7,000 to depreciation account 
and £2,961 forward. 


British Electric Transformer Manufacturing Com- 
pany.—Interim dividend for the half-year ending December 31st, 
1901, at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum. 


The Electric Lighting and Traction Company, of 
Australia.—The directors recommend the payment of a dividend 
of 6 per cent. per annum on the preference shares of the company 
for the year ended August 31st, 1901. 


North Metropolitan Electric Power Distribution 


Сотрапу. —А meeting of this company was held at Surrey House, 
W.C.,on Tuesday, but the proceedings were conducted in private. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


n Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending Jan. 
81s$ were £577; corresponding week last year, £555; increase, £22, Total 
to date, £2,763; боп nding period last year, £2,421 ; increase £343. 
Miles of track open, 1 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways —The тесш for the week ending 
February lst were £145; .corresponding week t year, £148 inorease, 
£2. Total receipts to date, £780; corresponding period last year, 2675; 
increase, £55. 

Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
January gls“ were 29.8115 8 period last year £8,612; in. 
crease, £199. 

British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending January y Zach; — 


Comparison 
with corres- | wo Aggregate. 
Amount ponding wee, ij 
Company. £ of last year. weeks. Amount, Ine. or Deo. 

& & & & 

Croydon* s 885 654 422 — B 2,169 1,858 — 
Devonport 898 — — 8 1,391 — — 
Dudley—8tourbridge 614 104 — 2,046 881 — 
Gateshead 628 — — 2,122 — — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 874 204 — 3 1,240 625 — 
Hartlepool] . 170 — 6 594 16 — 
Kidderminster ee 86 8 — 802 80 — 
Merthyr ее 192 — — g 613 — — 
Poole on ee ee 176 a — 8 614 IU TET 
„ oe ee 1,347 43 — 8 4,648 62 TT 
Southpo 116 20 — 4 48 — 
South 8 706 22 — 84 2,869 118 — 
Taunton è ee 51 — — 8 177 — — 
Tynemouth . 189 — — 648 — — 
olverhampton Dist. 131 88 — 3 871 227 — 

* Partly horse. t Partly steam. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Feb. Ist were 
£6,684; corresponding week last year, £7,112 (includes Queen's funeral, 
Feb. 2nd, 1901); decrease, £428. Total recoipta to date, £32,879; corre- 
gponding period last year, £30,578; increase, £2,801. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The гесе for the week ending 
Feb. 2nd were £3,021; corresponding week last year, 41,962; increase, 
21, 059. Total receipts to date (5 weeks), £15,077; corresponding "period last 
year, £10,010; increase, £5,067. Miles open, 6%; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. —The receipts for the week ending February 
Ist were £164 6s. Ojd.; corresponding week last year, £139 17s. ( 3а. ; ; in- 
crease, £24 98. Od. Total to dace, £818 1s. 14d.; corresponding period last 
year, £775 1s. 11d.; increase, £37 19s. 24d. Miles of track o en, 8. Car 
miles run, 1902, 5, 102; 1901, 4,595. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending J anuary 
81st were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., £8,167 12s. 11d. ; D.. D. Co., £635 128. 8d. ; 
total, £8,703 5s. 7d. ; corresponding чес last year— D. U. 9. Go Co., £8,109 


4s. 8d.; D.8.D. Co., £612 1le.6d.; total, £8 
aggregate to date, £18,186 168. Id.; 
£903 188. 3d. Mileage worked 46. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.—Receipts for week ending January 25th, 
410,689; corresponding week last year, 48.460: ае to date, £413,610 
19s. 11d.; corresponding period last year £320,097 17s. 4d. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending February 
2ud were £1,272; corresponding week last усаг, £1,404; decrease, £132. 
Jotal to date, £6, 867; corresponding period last year, £1, 398 ; decrease, 
£031. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains; last year, 2 miles 40 chains, 


1 168. 2d.; increase, £81 9s. 54.; 
iat year, £17,232 17s. 10d.; increase, 


F NS —.. ——— 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening, 
THE speculative fever in the South African Market remains the 
prime factor in Stock Exchange dealings, and many instances are 
noticeable of investors selling their higher-class shares in order to 
provide funds for gambling in Kaffirs. The Electricity Supply 


. almost a Debenture famine in the market. 


department is not wholly free from this influence, but its prices 
are remarkably well maintained, probably because of the large 
number of buying orders which follow each other persistently day 
by day. There is further strength to record in the telegraph 
section, which is still being hunted over by capitalists on the look- 
out fora bargain. In the railway market the principal move isa 
firming up in Central London issues. 

Dividend announcements on Electricity Supply shares are late in 
making their appearance this year. The St. James's and Pall Mall, 
however, has already got its accounts out, and the meeting is con- 
vened for Tuesday next, February 11th. The net earnings amount 
to £36,632 for the year, which allows of the Ordinary shares getting 
144 percent. for 1901. There is no change in the price of the shares. 
The main interest of the week is fixed upon Metropolitans, the 
Ordinary having jumped £1. Good buying, induced by dividend 
prospects, is responsible for this. On Bromptons it is expected 
that a larger distribution will be made than the 6 per cent. declared 
this time last year, and the Ordinary have risen 3, while on Ken- 
singtons we look for about the same as before. Considerable specu- 
lation upon the City of London dividend will be set at rest by the 
declaration of between 44 and 54 per cent. Those who are hoping 
for the middle figure may not be disappointed. The Westminster 
dividend at the rate of 11 per cent. per annum has produced no 
alteration in price, but Edmundson’s are inclined to harden upon 
optimistic estimates as to the results for the last balf of 1901. 
County of London Debenture stock has risen a point, and there is 
Smithfield Market 
Ordinary have declined to 2, at which they are practically un- 
saleable. 

In the Traction Market British Electrics command a brisk busi- 
ness, but there is no quotable alteration. The special settlement of 
the "Morgan" shares is taking place, and despite the assurance 
that was given as to none of the shares coming to market, there is a 
mysterious tap turned on somewhere, for which it is difficult to 
account. Calcutta Trams are somewhat in demand at 134, and the 
strength of Anglo-Argentine Trams (the Chili scare being at an 
end) is well held, the shares standing at 41. London General 
Omnibus has climbed up from par to nearly 120 in the last six 
weeks. Speculative investors should investigate the position of the 
Bordeaux Tramways Company, the 250-franc shares looking cheap 
at £7] or thereabouts. Good results are being secured by this 
French concern, and there іва small market in our Stock Exchange. 
Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad shares are 13, cum the 9 per 
cent. dividend. The report states that the company carried over 
1} million passengers in the latter half of last year. 

Central London Ordinary and Preference are both a little better, 
and City stock—now ex 1j dividend—is widened upward in quo- 
tation. The shares are lost in stock. The latest echo of Central 
London competition comes in the North London Railway dividend, 
which i» r:duced to 64 per cent., the lowest ever declared by this 
company in a second half-year. The scheme for makiog a “Tube” 
from Cannon Street to Wandsworth and Wimbledon has been 
officially abandoned. Among the promoters who were interested in 
this ambitious attempt—eight millions was the estimated capital 
required— was the ubiquitous Mr. Ernest Schenk, the Crystal 
Palace chairman, who quite recently bought the electrified part of 
Isle of Man tramways. 

The telegraph market, as hinted above, keeps buoyantly good. 
Anglo-American Preferred has gained another 1 per cent., the report 
being considered less unfavourable than had been expected. The 
fall of £9,600 in the half-year’s takings is partly offset by a reduc- 
tion of £6,900 in expenses. Those who have a profit on their 
Anglo "B" might fairly take it. The Ordinary and Deferred 
stocks are aleo better. Direct United States shares show a fresh 
improvement. Eastern Ordinary has spurted 2 (making 10 per 
cent. in a fortnight), and Chinas are 1 up. The senior securities of 
the two Eastern companies are hardening, with the exception of 
Eastern 4 per cent. Debentures. Western Telegraphs continue their 
advance, and there has been quite & sharp revival in West India 
and Panama descriptions. Even theft Ordinary are nearly 15s. once 
more. 

National Telephone First and Second Preference have attracted 
attention, with a corresponding rise of £1 in each, but the 34 per 
cent. Debenture is weaker. Both this and the 4 per cent. Deben- 
ture are not as scarce as they have bcen until this week. 

In the more miscellaneous list, Globe Telegraph shares of each 
kind quickly recovered the dividends deducted last week, and no 
change is made in the quotation. Submarine Cables Trust certifi- 
cates are wanted from America, and are somewhat harder. Henley's 
Ordinary have spurted 10s., and are that amount ahead of Callender's, 
whose Debenture stock, however, is a point harder. India-Rubber 
shares at 213 are substantially harder, it being hoped that the com- 
pany will, after all, benefit from the projected Yankee cable in the 
Pacific. 


Fr si gi 
" 


è 


po NAME, 


82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. — өөө - 


25,000 | Amazon Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 . ove 
119, 700 Amason Telegraph 5 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. eas 


804,720 | Anglo-American Telegraph ... - - - - 
3,097,640 Do. do. 6 95 Pref. - өөө Stock 
3, 097, 640 Do. do. Deferred eee eee tee 


44,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000  ... 


13,333,300$ Commercial Cable 
1,741,029: Ро. do. Bterling 500 year 4 ЊТ Deb. Stock Red. |Stock 
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Business done 


Stock Closing Closing during 
or Dividends for : 
Shere. the last three years. 8 n "eb, sth. 
| шуу. | 1900. | 1901. Highest, | Lowest. 
100 -— ins act 99 —1(3 99 —103 805 — 
$81 s om. d aces | eee E Ee uuo 
70 — 80 70 — 80 pt 
51 — 53 | 52 | 508 


o MS We ace. RS 
Stock 73/6 | 34% 61s. 

6 %|6 6 % | 944— 954 953— 964 | 96 | 944 
Stock|£1 7s. | 5s. ja d'8- BE | Bi 5i 88| 8h 


5 4 7 5 9, "Si— 4 | Sp е 
$100 8 eee 165 —170 165 —170 eee 
d 90—95 93 — 96 | 948 | 941 


16,000 Ouba Telegraph А - «| 1017 Bl eve а Б— 6 5— 6 
6,000 Do. 10 % Pref. eee ree eos eee eee 10 ese eee eee 13 — 14 13 — 14 
12, 931 | Direct 55 Telegraph ... Баб е oes Sas 5|49%|49% T 9— 4 3— 4 é 
6,000 do, 10 % Oum. Pref. eee 0 eee 5 eee see 84— о 8b — 9 LL) 
90, 0007 Jus do. 4h % Debs. coe eee see eee ee 98 —102 98 —102 ees coe 
60,7101 Direct United Btates Cable ... * 20 | 3495 | 34% 555 92— 10} 10 — 104 104 | 104 
Direct West India Cable, 441 ‘Reg. Deb “within e 
101,3007 Ntc LIU Kei J b A ues 199: 5430, 0304: Не Doe 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Stock AS VT Stock 7 95 | 7 % 132 —137  |134 —139 139 | 136 
1,930,807 Do. 3: Pref. Btock Сен 500 TE UN 89 — 91 90 — 92 92 91} 
1,432, 2682 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... „ Stock 109 —113 109 —113 1104 | ... 
300,000 | Eastern Extension, 1 and China Telegraph ... | 10 7 7 x ... 134— 133 | 134— 14 134 | 138 
820, 0007 3 1% Deb Stock i $ Stock| ... T .. 109—114 109 —114 s 4 
and Bouth African Te egra: h, 4 % Mort. Deb. ai 
300,000: рч ane a) 100 | 52%} ... | ... |100 —103 100 —103 |... | ж 
200,0002 Do. 4 % Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 | 255 T *. [100 —103 95/1100 —103 eat 
180,227 Globe Telegraph and Trust ... ees - „| 10 | 54% | 5195 | s 94— 10 9) — 10 xd| 10 
180, 042 Do. do. 6 95 Pret. I [III [III 10 see ee 134 -— 14 134 — 14 xd 137 
150,000 Great Northern Telegraph, of Oopenhagen ..| 10 „ 15% e 28 — 29 | 28 — 30 2 
75,000 Halifax and Bermuda Cable, 44 Y Ist Mort. Debs., '} 100 99 —103 93 —103 
within Nos. 1 to 1, 120 . : 8 
17,000 do-European Telegraph ..| 25 |10 Ф |10 Ф | ... | 38 — 42 38 — 42 К C 
100, "0001 London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 Ф Debs. . ees eee 100 TII eee eee 102 —105 102 — 105 eee eee 
72,680 Montevideo Telephone, Har Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. 1 | 24 m » 1— i i— 4 ses 
86,492 Do. do, do. 5 V Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 115 sah a 1— 1 4— 1 ° 
590,000 | National 3 1430800000 . н она 5 5 8 38— 33 | 38— 3% 3180 9H 
15,000 Do. 6 Cum. lst Pref. [II] eee [II 10 6 6 H 11 — 13 12 — 14 
15,000 Do. : Cum. 2nd Pref. ... 10 | 6 6 А 11 — 13 12 — 14 
250,000 Do. Non-cum. $га Pret., 1 to 250, 000 115 5 ‘ 49— 5 4ў— 5 
2,000,0002 Do. " Deb. Stock Red. Stock 34 34 А 94°— 97 93 — 96 944 
500, 000? Do. Deb. Stock Red... 100 | .. | 4 101 —105  |101 —195 1024 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone nd Elec., Nos. 1 to 171, 504, fully paid 1|5% 6 1—1 — 1 
100,0007| Pacific and European Tel., 4 Y Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 . vés ‘ea 99 —102 99 —102 on 
11,839 Reuter's. TIT see eee eee 0 eee 8 5 % 5 % 7 к 8 7 = 8 
9,303 | Submarine Cables Trust e» eee TA S. | Се} “ T 117 —123 |118 —124 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone ЕРЕ 5|7% à 4d — 54 43— bł 53 
40,008 Do. do. 5 5 Oum. pref. Nos. 140,000 *. - 44— 5 44— 5 
179,9472 Do. do. 5% Debs. ees see eee Stock eee oe — 102 —105 102 —105 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 95 Debs... 100 | .. T 100 —103 |100 —103 
80,008 | West Coast of America, Nos. 1—80, 000 and 53, 001—853, 008 2$ | ... i— i— зе 
150,000; Do. do. 4 95 Dets., 1—1 ‚500 by Bras. Bub. Tel. 100 | .. 99 —102 99 —102 
207,930 | Western gor ^q Ltd., Nos. 1—2 ,930 .. ‘i wel 0'['7% 17% 12#— 133 | 13 — 134 139 123 
75,0007 Do Debs. 2nd series, 1906 eee 100 see . 102 —105 102 —105 eee 
948,7771 Do. do. Deb. Btock Red, eee ees 100 TII see eee 101 —104 100 —103 eos eee 
88,321 West India and MN. egraph eee ees eee 10 895 eee eee А— 3 §— 4 E eee 
84,563 Do. do. do. 6 % Oum. 1st Pret. 10 s.. eee eee 5 = 6 54 =— 6 54 ees 
4,669 Do. do, do. 6 Ф Oum. 2nd Pref.. JO | ase - 1 3— 4 34— 41 4 eee 
80,0002 Do do. do. 5 «Y, Debs.. Nos. 1 to 1, 800 100 259 100 —103 100 —103 VA eee 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... Lily ae "n PS 8— f 8— f 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa. | 100 |... M *. | 97 —102 97 — 102 
19,661 | Brompton & п тишн В1ес. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 5 6 6 | .. 9 — 9 91— 91 94 9 
20,000 до. 7 % Oum. Pref.... 5 eee eee ses 9 ipd 94 9 — 93 • 
50,000 Ohazing Ото and Btrand uie Bupply T dus 59 19% 8— 9 8— 9 is 
50,000 Ey 35 Oum. Pref. 000 000 ee 5 = 5 тт 58 ee 
250,000 = К Deb. Stock Red. 100 „0 eee 103 —105 103 —105 oe 0 
$4,000 *Ohelsea пьяна Bepply, Ord. ове eee 5 6 95 5196 == 6 — ee ee 
150,000? Do. do. b Deb. Btock Red. . "T Vas 108 —111 108 —111 bos ИРА 
70,579 | City of London Electrio Lighting, 40,001—110, 579... 10 | 4 0 9 — 10 9 — 10 91 94 
40,000 Do. Е Cum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 12 — 13 12 — 13 1257 
400,0007 Do. Deb. Scrip. (iss. at £115) all paid Ves Е з 121 —126 121 —126 age 
200,000 Do. 447 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid 100 | .. isi 101 —104 |101 —104 101} 
40,000 | County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Ties. 1 Lig. Ord. 1— 40,000 10 4 < 4 Y 8)— 93 84— 93 -— 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 95 Pref., 40,001—80,000 10 6 [6% 12 — 13 12 — 18 a6 S 
400,000 Do. 4$ 8 сео Prov. Certa (all paid) Rd. a 8 РРА 105 —108 106 —109 108} | 107 
$5,500 ' Edmundson's Elec. Corp., Ord. Shares xis sas Ws 5 6 7 54— 6 51 — 6 6 dia 
20,000 го p: 6 Me Cum. Pref. 960 ds - ua 51— 6 53— 6 
120,0002 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. ». | 100 А iii 105 —108 105 —108 n 
21,000 Kensington and Knightsbridge зай Cn... 5 à ivi 11 — 12 11 — 12 iii 
90,000 do. 4% Deb. Stock Stock, ... in . 1103 —106 1101 —104 xd FPA 
110,000 de Electric supply Corporation, Limited, Ord.  ... 3| .. "m i 1j— 12 1 12 i ii 
49,840 m со. до. до. 6 % Pref. 5 eee 09 ove 4 — 5 4 — 5 48 ee 
350,000: do. 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Rd. (Stock)... T€ 95 —100 95 —100 
98,769 Metropolitan ко 8 ly, 101 to 62,500 A 10 5 6 .. | 144— 154 | 1 4— 16 15 15 
000 Do. 43 Mortgage Debentare Btock wes n М 111 —115 [111—115 113} 
250,0007 Do. 34% Mort. Deb. Btock Red. . Stock sas 96 — 99 96 — 99 
St. James s and Pall Electric Light, Ord. ia T" 5 14495 14175 (144% 153 — 164 | 154—164 153 
20,000 Do. do 7 % Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 Р 8§— 9% 84— 95 ‘ 
i Do. do, 3% y 4 Deb. ee een oes eon 97 —100 97 —100 
Bmithfield Market Elect. Bupply, Ord. eee 000 ee 5 eee gee #09 2 — 24 2 == 24 ° 
Do. 4 [II] eee 100 TII ee eee 80 — 90 80 — 9) xd oe een 
65,000 | South London Electricity В ly, oes ses РЯ 5 | ... ibe tu 2 — 24 2 — 24 | ; | 
109,518 | Westminster Blectric Supply. ies vi Y Б 118 % 100 | ... 12 — 13 
t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fally paid, | Dividends paid in deferred abase warrants, profita being used as ospital, 
. eDividends marked § are for a year consisting of ihe lattor part of one year and the first part of the next, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIEBS.- Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing | Business done 
Present ў idends for 11 
— iss | ELICEE HE A 
1899. 1900. 1901. 
20,000 British Aluminium i Cum. Pref. . 600 eee eee 44— 52 44 — 54 
$00,0002 Do. do. let Mort. Deb. Btock Red. ss d ean эз 87 — 91 87 — 91 
62,074 British Electric быша aes ses ni 89$ 9 .. 14 — 15 14 — 15 
90,000 Do. do. 5 Oum. Pref. бев 10 кой sen is 125 — 13 12$— 13 
600,000: Do. do. ‚ Perpetual Debenture Btock „© aT TT T 126 —129 126 —1?9 
70,000 | British Insulated Wire Om 487 5 20 Y 15 ZY ... 104 — 115 9) — 10}: 
g 70,000 . Do. do. 6 Ф Cum. Pref. Tm ees eee 5 ees oes 060 5$— 61xd 51 — 64 
50,000 |{Browett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. Ves 504 8 Р í— 1 í$— 1 
50,000 IT 6 Y Cum. Pret. > 6 . — 1 lí— 115 
105, 731 Brush Elecl. Enging., Ord., 1 to 105,731 ie 5% 18— 16 1g— 18 
150,000 Do. do. Non-cum. ша. 6 Pret 6% 2— 91 2 — 91 
195, 000? Do. a i b. Btock А 102 —105 102 —105 
125, 000: Do. i Deb. Btock ds 88 © a 97 —1CO 99 —102 
30, 000 | Callender's ouis. Construction Nos. 1—30, 000 5 15 7 15 ... 164 — 174 164 — 174 
40,000 Do. do. 5 Ф Cum. T Б|.... du idi 54— 6 54— 6 
90,0002 Do. do. 43 $ 1st uo Deb. ‘tock Red vex $5 110 —114 111 —115 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock w 44 je 4 % |105 —108 |106 —109 
440,100 Do. do. 4 % Pref. Stock [Ir [TII et 4 y 4 105 — 108 106 — 109 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. eee eee coe eee 4 pA 106 — 109 106 — 109 
855,000 oT and Beuth London Railway... ase 13%| 2 | 65 — 67 65 — 68 
47,500 Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22,501 to 70, 000 .. ous ere T 6i— 603 6 — 65 
54,000 | Crompton & Co., ne 44 ga no "d 2 8 I 3 — 3% 3 — 3% 
st Mort. 1 to 900 о 
100,000; £100, and 901 to 11,000 of £50 red ~ 99 —104 | 99 —104 
99,261 dison & Swan Utd. EL Lgt., “A” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 24%) . — 9 i— 
17,139 Do. do. do. "A" Bhares, 01—017,139 ... 2496 2— 3 2— 3 
844,023! Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red 009 eee eee "TS 78 == 83 78 — 83 
100,000; Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. PIOS EUR Certa. oe 100 ees is .. | 84 — 89 83 — 88 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... is 6 .. 1$— 2} 1$— 2jxd 
182, 5001 Do. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Btock oes 97 —101 97 —101 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Cum. Pref. ... see 99—104 92— 104 
150, 000 Do. do. 4 Mort. Deb. eee eee eee 99 —102 99 — 102 
95,000 Henley's (W. | x Тар Works, PE ida a ies 20 1€à— 174 | 17 — 18 
" ° A 4% Pref. eee 44% — 6 51— 6 
50,0007 Do. 44 Mort. Deb. Stock. 112 —116 112 —116 
50,000. India-Rabber, , tte Perch d Telegraph Works » .. 20 — 21 21 — 32 
800,0007 Do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb... oes ET S .. |100 —103 100 —103 
. 87,500 TLiverpool 988 Railway, Ord. eee eee eee 38% 32% s.. 51— 5# 5% = 59 
10, 000 t Do. do. Pref., £10 paid oe oe 0 5 069 eee 11} == 113 113 БЕ 112 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 7,500 ... “з А БТА .. | 154— 164 | 154—164 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref. ... das sis M 6 e) . — 9 19 / to 20 / 
$7,850 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance s 15 Ф| 174 e | 35 — 38 35 — 38 
150,0002 Do. 4 % Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 ees 00 “же *. |102 —104 102 —104 
95,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000. 12 9| .. |104— 11} | 104— 114 
90,000 | Do. do. БФ Om. Pri. Nos. 1 to 20,000... | | 51— 6 54— 6 
540,000; Waterloo and Oity Railway, Ord. Stock ave .. | 100 4 3 "| 3 Ф 3 [4 91 — 94 91 — 94 
t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. i Unien otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. § From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Consolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance $/-—4/- Oldbam, Ashton, and Hyde Electric 4\0 „„ Ord., 154—216, 
National Electric Wiring, 17/6 paid, 4—3. Do. do. 410 pd.), 103—103. 
* From Birmingham Bbare Lis». 4 From Manchester Share List, Bank rate of discount 4 per pany (October 31st, 1901] 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, February 5th. 
CHEMICALS, &o. This week. Last week. Ino. or Deo. METALS, &. (eontinued.) This week.| Last week. Ino. о! Dec. 
ee өө е . ° "T ee ° £7 £66 5 i 
(меш ee zo nmm] о | x | c | SOR -ol zdam| ШО @ | йш 
@ LI] 0 ee ee ee per ст}. . 27 6 oe Ri уо) Bars e per ton £63 £55 £8 inc 
в „ Bulphurie.. ee ee рег owt. m 6/6 T 6 n й Bheets per ton £15 £70 £5 ыс 
e Amm Bal .. . por ows. l- l- ec 6 n e: per ton £68 £68 £5 ine 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) per ton £88 10 в 90 " Н.О. Wire per lb. ња. 8d. 4d. inc 
,9 $ ee per ton £80 в f Ebonite Rod e oo ee per Ib. b/- 8/- е 
e Bl pow 0 per ton 21 27 в 7 m Bheet e oe ee per ib. 5/- : eo 
e Bisul e of Carbon .. per юп 815 816 п German Silver Wire eo per Ib. rh i ° 
a Borax T T „ per ton 813 818 h Gatta-percha fine А per lb. . А 
e Bensole ) ee eo per gal, 3/ 1/- s h Taaie uberi Para fine per lb. 8,3 3/3 
в, per gal. 6/6 $ Iron, Charcoal Sheets per ton £18 £18 
s opper пшр os es рег ton £2010 £19 5 25s. inc 4 „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) . per ton 44/9 44/8 6d. inc 
в Nitrate » per ton £ $ „ ea 0 according to s зе per ton 811 | From £1 
6 „ Whites e. per ton 1 „ 5 .. рег ton 47/6 to 50 | 47/6 to 50 / 
е Mith loved Spirit e ee o. рег ш xir a "n T 11 Wire galvanised No. s per ton om 18 p. dy m 
a Na Solvent (00% ad 100" O). Par gal. 6/6 6/6 a g Lead, English Ingot — .. — .. per to оа to £11 inc. 
a Po Bichromate, in oasks.. per lb. iu 9 u " Bheet 5% ee per ton 41810 Rf " 
a Li] Ca о (15/5090) e per ton 29 ee m Manganin Wire No. 98 ee ee per lb. 8/- 8/- e 
e w" e.. porton £85 oe M m oe per bot. £8 15 £8 15 Р 
a Bhellac T T es рег сті. 125/ 125J- d Mica (in original cases), small .. per Ib. 8d. to 8d. зо 9d. А 
a Bulphate of Magnesia . ee per ton 44 10 24 10 m d и m per lb 2/9 | 1/9 to 2/9 ee 
в рш, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 £6 5 Ws j to 7/8 | 8/8 to 7/8 2 
в bung 2. per ton 4510 45 10 is $ Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per Ib. |11{d.0 1/2 |1144. to 1/2 
es per ton 45 £6 ee 5 " rolle lain castings per lb. | 1/- to 1/8 -0018 
в cdi, Caustio white 70%) .. person | 410 15 410 15 i m „ strip&sheet per lb. 1/2 Brom 13 
6 a oo ee ee per ton £8 £8 "T P Platinum "P e. POFOS. 84 1 84 1 
шый пш шо me п | равоне аро Шы Rema odd. 
К e aco’ LI 
METALS, &o. . KON M | 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton 4148 4148 i d T book co oo oe c ber BOD (310 | £110 10 ||. ino. 
b " W in ton lots К per ton eo : [I] ee ce per lb. 1/6 178 ee 
b 1 Sheet, in ton lots per ton 191 ё "m в Nos. 1 to 16 oe per lb. 1/5 M6 oe 
p Babbiw's metal ingots. . per ton | 475 to £195 | 475 to 1135 p White Anti. friction Metals — 
6 net Ыы (braze to 19") basis per 1р, 10 61d. " White Ant brand . es per ton £85 to £46 | 495 to 405 өө 
6 be ed) eo per lb, 77d. vad iu Í Жага, ше Grey Ooteon, on ep'is per Ib. 1d. 14. ee 
6 n e drawn) ee per Id. 64d. 64d. oe Í m lea. Рах ee per lb. 0 oe 
6 u T eo рет Ib, 61d. 61d " і u H ay 10 ibs, Russ per ib. 4 ee 
e Copper eo рег lb. Kid. did. к „ lbs. Russian, single .. per lb. oe 
0 „ = (solid drawn) .. per lb. 86d. 08, РЕ 188 ibe. Jare rove .. рег ton; 210 d 6 A19 8 6 ee 
s Oopper Bars (best selected) .. per ton £71 66 £6 ino. Sino, Ghi. (Vielle Montagne bad.) per don £22 £21 10 


10s. ine. 


e Messrs, G, Boor & x 

b The Britis Aluminium Co., Ltd Messrs. James & Shakespeare. Co Lid. m Mesar. W. T. Glover à Oo, Led 
Quotations Thos. Bolton n Quotations ° 14 " Quotations 'Ormiston 
applied s Meat. F. Wiggins & Donee. supplied by], Messrs, Bolling & Lowe. mappiied by 


Е Messrs. Morris раз Cannad. | 


{шетш G.-P., and Teleg. Works 


Messrs, Frederick Smith 2:00, { Messrs, Walter K. f Hindley & Oo. 
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METAL MARKET.—Fluctuations in January. 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


EARTH CURRENTS DERIVED FROM DISTRIBUTING 
SYSTEMS. 


By E. Basin WEDMORE, Associate Member. 
(Abstract of Paper read January 23rd, 1902.) 


PARTICULAR interest has recently been aroused in connection with 
the subject of earth currents, principally owing to the consideration 
which has been given to the question of the protection of obser- 
vatories and other places from magnetic disturbances, due to the use 
of the earth as a return conductor in traction work. Although some 
of the questions raised have been of only temporary interest, yet 
as it is certain that wherever there are electrical distribution 
systems there will certainly be earth currents, the consideration of 
the earth as a conductor and of the phenomena accompanying earth 
currents is a subject of permanent interest. 

I am indebted to Mr. Trotter, with whom I was experimenting 
in March, 1900, for drawing my attention to certain early work of 
Heaviside's, which forms the basis of the following considerations. 

The principal conclusions with reference to the magnetic effecte 
were arrived at before April, 1900, but I was prevented at the time 
from publishing them, except among interested parties. 

On first consideration it might appear that the magnetic effects at 
any point away from the rails would be produced principally by the 
currents in the immediate neighbourhood, but this is not the case, 
for the magnetic forces due to the long distant streams of current 
are roughly only inversely proportional to their distance. In 
determining the magnetic effects at any point it is necessary, there- 
fore, to consider the magnetic effect due to the current system as 
a whole. 

Should the whole current return by the rails the magnetic effects 
due to the current in the trolley wires and rails would practically 
cancel, except in the immediate neighbourhood. A large proportion 
of the current, however, returns by the earth, and at а distance from 
the trolley wire. The magnetic effecta due to the current in the 
trolley wire, therefore, are not cancelled by the return currents. 
In this sense it is correct to say that the effects are due to the earth 
currente. 

There is, perhaps, something more than an analogy between the 
electric and the magnetic flux. The two fluxes are always linked 
tovether in closed circuits, and there is a definite quantitative 
relation between the two. 

We are familiar with the calculation of magneto-motive force in a 
closed magnetic circuit, from the.current flux passing through that 
circuit, from the relation :— 

4 т X current flux = magneto-motive force 
or line integral of magnetic force. 

In general, in any magnetic system produced by a corresponding 
current system, we may calculate the current passing through any 
closed curve by taking the line integral of magnetic force round that 
curve and dividing by + т. 

The first practical deduction to be made from these considerations 
is, that at any point where the magnetic flux is relatively weak, the 
current must also be relntively weak. . 

On the assumption that the conductivity of the earth is uni- 
form, and that the return currents enter and leave at points, it 
may be shown that the magnetic force directly due to the earth 
currents has no vertical component. If this is so, then no part of 
the vertical component due to the current in the trolley wires and 
feeders is cancelled by the earth currents. We may see, also, that, 
except close to the linc, the magnetic field due to the current in the 
trolley wire will have no borizontal component. In the hypo- 
thetical case, therefore, the horizontal component is wholly due to 
the earth currents and the vertical component to that portion of the 
trolley and feeder currents that is not cancelled by the rail return 
current. 

Should the assumptions made not be representative of the real 
conditions, then, in the real casc, some portion of the vertical com- 
ponent will be cancelled, and the magnetic field reduced. The only 
exception to this would occur in case there were a large conducting 
system lving in and parallel with the current stream, and having 
good electrical connection with the earth. 

As the above allocation of the horizontal and vertical components 
of the magnetic forces is of considerable importance, some amount 
of explanation is desirable. Take the simplest hypothetical case in 
which a certain current goes from 4 to B in an insulated conductor 
lying on the earth’s surface, and returns by the carth, entering the 
earth at the point в, and leaving it at the point 4. The magnetic 
field due to the current in the insulated conductor will be a 
circular.one, the lines of force entering and leaving the carth’s 
surface at right angles, so that at the surface there is no horizontal 
component. 

Consider now the current flux cntering the carth at the point в. 
The current will tend to spread out uniformly in all directions, its 
density decreasing with the square of the distance and the potential 
varying inversely аз the distance. 

Now the magnetic field due to a current entering the carth’s 
surface at в and diverging uniformly will obviouxly Le symmetrical 
about a vertical axis. It will bave equal strength at equal radii at 
points on the earth’s surface and in planes parallel to it. Assume 
for the moment that the current arrives at B along a straight vertical 
wire, then any closed curve оп the earth’s surface including the point в 
will include the whole current. We have now found two con- 
ditions, namely: 

(a) Uniform, and therefore circular, distribution of the magnetic 
field, the circles having circumferences of 2 т r, 
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(b) Line integrals round these circles to be all equal and to have 
valve 4 х с. 

The field strength, therefore, at any point, will equal 2 c/r. The 
field at the surface, however, due to the long wire bringing-up the 
current to the point B will = c/r, therefore the field around в, due 


Fig. 1. 


to the diverging current flux, which is what we require, will also 
equal c/r. It is obvious from symmetry that there can be no vertical 
component. 

We may now resolve our forces due to the systems at A and в. 
For the horizontal component, if B is distant / from a, then the 
force at апу point p distant r, and г, respectively from B and А = 
c djri ra in absolute units. 

Ifthe curreat is fed along a wire from a to n, the vertical com- 


ponent at p — | (cos 6; + cos 04) where 7 = perpendicular 


distance of р from the wire and 6, and 0; are the angles between 
the wire and т, and т, respectively. It has already been shown 
that current passing along the trolley line and feeders and returning 
by the rails has no appreciable magnetic effect except in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the track. For the purposes of 
calculation, therefore, we neglect this portion of the current. For 
the purpose of a first approximation we may guess at two points, 
a and в, at which the current may be supposed to enter and leave 
the earth, and apply the above formula. 

Mr. E. Parry has shown that on the assumption that the principal 
resistance offered to a current entering or leaving the track is in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the track, that the track is uniformly 
grounded, and that all the current enters the rail at one end and 
leaves it at the other, the amount of current leaving the track from 
point to point follows an equation of the same form as Fourier's 
equation for the heat flux radiating from a long conductor heated at 
one end. Prof. Rucker arrived independently at this result, and 
has shown how to calculate the vertical magnetic effects on the 
assumption of the Fourier bar theory and source and sink theory 
combined, and Dr. Glazebrook has worked out some examples and 
deductions from the same. 

Fortunately I find an intelligent use of the simple formule given 
above leads to quite as accurate results as the use of the more 
complex formule alluded to. 

Doubt has been thrown on the truth of the fundamental assump- 
tion of the source and sink theory. It has been suggested that 
while the experience of traction engineers goes to show that the 
earth is a very reliable quantity, yet the earth may not be a homo- 
` geneous conduotor. 
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Now а little consideration will show that the formul: deduced 
above for the magnetic cffects at the surface of the earth, due to 
return currents flowing through it as a homogeneous conductor, are 
equally applicable to the surface conditions due to certain currents 
in a thin layer of earth. 

As this is a point of considerable importance, I shall proceed to 
show that the theory fits the facts. 

Prof. Rucker has already shown an agreement between theory and 
experiment based on measurements made at Stockton. I give below 


0:4 mile, 0:8 mile. 

V. II. У. H. 
Observed Tm . . 45 30 1:5 15 
Calculated bee cue 49 91 17 125 


V = Vertical component. Н — Horizontal component. 


the measured disturbances reduced to 100 amperes in the out-going 
feeder, the line being two miles long and the observing stations 
O4and O'R mile distant, along a perpendicular from the centre of 
the line, and with them I give my calculated values on a first 
approximation. The unit used = ;;,',5,5 absolute units. 

Dr. Edler’s experiments covered a much larger area, the most 
distant observing station being nearly five miles from the track. 


Fig. 2 shows the relative position of the track and of the seven 
stations at which observations were made. From the observed 
forces I have calculated the leakage currents. I have assumed that 
a current flowing through the earth between the pointe, н н, would 
produce about the same horizontal disturbance as the actual current 
stream, and that a current of uniform strength flowing in the trolley 
wire between the points, v v, would produce about the same vertical 
disturbance. The following are the results obtained :— 

| , Leakage current calculated from 


Station. Observed disturbance. observed disturbance: 
| EET / — 
No. | V. H. From H | From V. 
1 252 9:5 53 amps. 64 amps. 
2 | 106 61 47 „ 571 „ 
3 | 43 43 463 „ 42 „ 
4 0:95 13 24 uu | 66 „ 
5 O24 0:44 113 ,, | 594 „ 
6 10 14 583 „ 37 „ 
7 1:10 | 17 02 ,, | 361 „ 


— M M——————————Ó—MMM— —ñ 


Although at first sight this may not seem a striking confirmation, 
an examination of the figures iu the two right-hand columns, 
together with the diagram, reveals several interesting features. 

1. Exceptat the first two stations, the vertical force appears to 
have been proportionately less than the horizontal, showing that 
some portion of the vertical force has been cancelled by irregu- 
larities in the current streams. (The line bends outwards towards 
the first two stations, which being the nearest, are most affected 
thereby, thus accounting for the apparent discrepancy.) 

2. The current fed along the part of the line below the power 
house is reversed in direction, thus accounting for the apparent 
reduction of the vertical effects at Stations 6 and 7, without affect- 
ing the horizontal disturbance. 

3. Considering the above, the vertical effects are more uniform 
than the horizontal, which would be expected from the uniformity 
of distribution of the line current as compared with the earth 
currents. 

4. It may be noted that, excepting Station 5, at any particular 
station, there is а good agreement between the currents calculated 
from the two disturbances. The ditferences between station and 
station are undoubtedly due to variations in the load from day to 
day, the experiments having been made on different days at 
different stations. At Station 5 the whole calculation turns on the 
measurement of a few millionths of a line of force per square centi- 
metre. 

Taking the figures as a whole we may estimate the leakage cur- 
rent as about 60 amperes—not an unlikely value considering the 
length of the line, and the service, 15 motor and two trailer cars. 

The direction of the observed horizontal disturbances is indicated 
iu fig. 2. In the case of a current sheet these disturbances should 
be normal to the current stream lines. These lines should be circles 
passing through the poiuts H, H. "The dotted lines in the figure are 
portions of such circles, and it will be seen that they are approxi- 
mately normal to the magnetic lines. 


(To be concluded.) 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 
XC.—LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL TRAMWAYS. 


SUMMARY. 


Ewtent of Contract.—Supply of either jifty or one hundred com- 
pletely equipped electric tramcars for use on the Tooting section 
of the Council’s tramways. 

Type of Car.—To be of tenderer’s standard designs, eo far as he 
deems desirable. The car is, however, to be double-deck, with 
reversed stuircase, and capable of seating in all between 64 and 70 
persons. 

Gauge of Line.—4 ft. 84 in. 

Limiting Dimcnsions.—Given, but tenderer to supply with his 
tender full particulars of those actually proposed. 

Sand Dores.—Of the Ham or other approved type to be supplied, 
two for each car. 

Life Guards.—A sum of £15 per car to be reserved for expenditure 
on this item at the discretion of the engineer. 

koof Seats.—To be of the garden lath-and-space type with 
reversible swing backs. 

Tupe of Truch. — Each car to be fitted with two maximum traction 
trucks, but every tender must contain at lcast two alternative prices 
for other standard types of bogie trucks. 

Wheel Base.—To be 4 ft. 

Arrangement. — Each truck is to be so designed that, under normal 
conditions, not less than 75 per cent. of the weight carried by the 
truck comes upon the axle of the driving wheel. 

Mean Diameter of Tread of Driving W hecls.—30 in. 

Mean. Diameter of Tread of Pony Wheels.-—20 in. 

Reels. —To be steel tired, with cast-iron centres. 
offers may be made for chilled iron wheels. 

Diameter of Main Parts of Ales. Driving axle not less than 4 in., 
pony axle not less than 3} in. 

Brake.—Hand brake to be worked by means of а handwheel 
placed at either end of car to be provided. То be of sufficient 
power to stop loaded car within a distance of 50 ft. when the car is 


Alternative 
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travelling at the rate of 12 miles per hour. An electric braxe is also 
to be provided, mentioned below, and when used in conjunction with 
the hand brake it is to be capable of stopping a loaded car travelling 
at the rate of 12 miles per hour within its own length. 

Motors.—Two to be provided рег car, capable when working 
together to accelerate a loaded car at the rate of at least 1 ft. per 
second per s»cond on the level, and to maintain & steady speed of 
12 miles per hour on any gradient up to 1 in 80, and eight miles per 
hour on a gradient of 1 in 22. 

Current.—The voltage of the current is 500 to 550 volte, and it 
will be conveyed to the motors by means of conductors placed in 
an undergrouud conduit, and collected by means of a plough to be 
supplied with the car, and made in accordance with the drawing 
supplied with the specification. 

Design of Motors.—To be in uccordance with latest modern prac- 
tice, armature coils being wound in separate sections, so that they 
are easily removable. 

Insulation Test.—Armature and field magnet windings to with- 
stand a pressure of 2,000 volts alternating for a period of 30 
minutes, 

Tests. —Exbaustive tests of each motor are to be made in the 
presence of the representative of the Council before delivery. 

Temperature Rise-—At the end of one hour's full load test 
temperature rise of any accessible part of winding not to exceed 
135° F. above surrounding atmosphere. | 

Controller.—Two to be provided per car of the rheostatic brak 
type, complete with all suitable resistances. ; 
| Other  Accessories.—An automatic minimum cut-out, a main 

switch, and a watt-hour meter to be provided on each car, also 
provision for connecting an ammeter in circuit if required. 

Car Lighting.—Twenty-two lamps to be fitted per car, of which 
20 will be in use at once, in positions named in the specitication. 

Illuminated. Destination Boxes.—To be provided as specified. 

Extras.—A sum of £40 per car to be allowed for disbursement at 
the discretion of the engineer. 

Board of Trade. — All Board of Trade requirements are to be 
Strictly complied with. 

Specified Dates of Delivery. —Tenderer for either section of 50 cars 
to give dates at which he can undertake to deliver the cars quoted 
for. Attention is called to the fact that it is expected the car sheds 
willbe ready for the cars in October, 1902, but tenderer must be 
willing, if necessary, to store the cars until wantcd, free of cost to the 
Council. 

Penalty for Late Delivery.—£5 per car per week. 

Specified Terms of Poyment.—80 per cent. on delivery of cars into 
the Council's car-sheds, 10 per ceut. on taking over, 10 per cent. at 
end of 12 months. 

Period of Maintenance.—Twelve months from date of taking over 
of work. ' 

Stipulations as to Removal of Forcman.—Satisfactory. 

Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to Workmen.—Sce comments 
below. 

Arbitration Proposals. Not 
comments below. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders — March 4th, 1902. 


thoroughly satisfactory. See 


The issue of this specification bas been looked forward to for 
some time with interest by car, truck and equipment manufacturers. 
It bears the name of Prof. A. В. W. Kennedy, the Council's con- 
sulting electrical engineer, and it has evidently been prepared with 
the care that ifs importance demands. The present requirements 
are one hundred cars, but as these are only for the first inetalment of 
the lines to be electrified, there is no doubt that the competition 
will be very keen. 

We think tbat the latitude given to tenderers in permitting them 
within certain limits to quote their own standard manufacture із, 
under the circumstances, wise, and that it will result in the offers 
being appreciably lower than would otherwise have been the case. 

The cars are specified to seat between 64 and 70 passengers, and 
in general are to conform to tbe drawing issued with the specifica- 
tion. The popular reversed type of staircase bas been adopted, 
and a device not usually to be found in tramcars bas been intro- 
duced. Halfway along the inside of the car each seat is to 
be divided by & partition framed and panelled in oak or other 
approved wood, and glazed above the level of the back of the seat. 
These partitions are not to extend across the car further than the 
edge of the seats, and are presumably forthe purpose of minimising 
the draught, во often a source of annoyance to travellera in public 
conveyances. 

The sum of £15 per car is to be reserved in the tender for the 
provision of an approved form of lifeguard, the details of which 
will be settled by the engineer after the contract has been awarded. 

A pair of maximum traction trucks are to be provided for each 
car, but, in addition, every tender is to contain alternative prices for 
at least two standard types of bogie trucks. Steel tired wheels are 
to be included in the tender, but the credit may be named which 
will be allowed if chilled iron wheels are finally adopted. Siuce 
the cars are to be used in connection with & conduit system of 
electric traction, a plough carrier of a design shown on a drawing 
issued with the specification is to be constructed ard attached 
either to the truck framing, or jn some other manner proposed by 
tenderers. Any system suggested must allow free play for a dis- 
tance of about 12 iu. on either size of tbe centre of the car. From 
this carrier the plough or current collector will be suspended. 

Detailed particulars are to be given in tbeteuder as to tbe quality 
and chemical composition of the metal used iu the construction of 


both car frame and truck, as well as a large number of technical . 


details. E 
The motors, when working together, are to be able to accelerate 


a loaded car at the rate of at least one foot per second per second 
on the level, and to maintain a steady speed of 12 miles per hour on 
any gradient up to 1 ia 50, and 8 miles per hour on a gradient of 
1 in 22. The gear ratio is not to exceed 5 to 1, and the teeth must 
not be less than 43 in. in width. 

The controllers are to be of the rheostatic brake type, complete 
with all necessary resistances, and the usual switch and fuse 
accessories must also be provided. 

As the cars are for use in connection with a. conduit system, 
trolley poles and lightning arresters are, of course, superfluous, 

Tenderers must remember that the sum of £40 per car is to be 
reserved in the tender for expenditure at the discretion of the 
engineer. 

In our issue of September 6th last, we commented at length upon 
the general couditions attached to the specification for the generating 
plaat for these tramways. Since the present ones are practically 
identical, there is no need to repeat our criticisms. 

Mr. Fitzmaurice, the new chief engineer to:the County Council, 
is substituted for Sir Alexander Binnie a3 the arbitrator in cases of 
dispute, thus carrying ont the priuciple adopted by the Council of 
maki: g (heir own representative judge ia cases in which his own 
employer is one of the parties affected. We still consider this 
course of procedure wrong, and as a matter of principle, and not in 
any way retlecting upon the deservedly high reputation of the 
gentlemen who bave from time to time acted as chief engineer to 
the Council, we trust that protests will be made by firmis making 
offers for the work. 

The labour conditions should make it possible for the work to be 
wholly tarried out in this country. We are glad to note that 
this was ко in the case of the plant contracts, and although 
we may complain of their stringency, and may consider 
that these clauses have been drawn up far more in the supposed 
interests of workmen than of the industry generally, yet if 
all competitors tender under the same conditions there is an 
element of fairness present which minimises the evil done by the 
working of the stipulations. It is when placed in competition with 
foreigners, who can, if they like, ignore these conditions, since in 
many cases they are inapplicable to them, tbat the British manu- 
facturer specially feels the hardship of the heavy haudicap he is 
under in the industrial race for orders We are still of opinion 
that the Council has gone beyond its true functions as a purchaser 
in attempting to impose so many conditions as to the manner in 
which the work should be done, and we look forward to continued 
watchfulness on the part of the manufacturing industry in drawing 
attention to unjustitiable proposals on the part of the Council, 
resulting in the tinal adoption of a set of general conditions fair 
and acceptable to all parties concerned. 


ENGLISH, AMERICAN, AND CONTINENTAL 
STEAM ENGINEERING. 


IN continuation of this series in tlie Engineering Magazine, 
Mr. Dawson deals at length with the Paris Exhibition of 
1900, and deplores the fact of so few British engines being 
seen there. The principal reason of ths was that the political 
animosity of France at the time was running so high against 
us, that people did not care to risk the loss. Now that the 
mantle of hostility has fallen on Germany, we see the same 
inclination to limit intercourse with that country. We rather doubt 
Mr. Dawson's conclusion that foreigners went away from the Exhi- 
bition believing Great Britain had yielded up her supremacy, 
because the facts at tbe time were only too well known. 

The points of Continental engines are briefly enumerated, Our 
own observations in Paris tended to impress us with the complica- 
tion of valve gears and the excelleut surface finish in dull black of 
much of the work, a point that is certainly worth attention. There 
was an engine there which had a novel type of poppet valve, a 
seatlers piston valve, in fact, which shut off steam by dropping past 
the port openings. It is noted that most alternating or polyphase 
machines had pxed armatures and revolving fields, which often 
served as fly-wheels, and many of the polyphase machines seemed 
heavy when compared with Americau machines of equal output, 
which might easily, however, be a good thing; in some German 
nichines lightness was pushed to such extremes that in one 
case tie rods were put in afterwards. Most continuous machines had 
slotted armatures. Exciters were generally driven off the main 
shaft, though the author thinks it would be better to have them 
separate. 

The rated capacity of the Continental machines is generally that 
at which tbe machine would work for several hours. This, says 
Mr. Dawson, differs from what has been found advisable for 
traction purposes where sudden overloads are frequent. He says that 
the better way is to build both engine and dynamo to be capable of 
carrying for two hours continuously from 25 to 50 per cent. over- 
loads, and from 50 to 100 per cent. momentarily. It appears that 
in these respects Continental practice follows the American. We do 
not know that this practice is not in а eeuse sounder than the 
English practice of building a traction dynamo big encugh to run а 
full-load test of eight hours, followed by an overload of Z5 per cent. 
for two hours witbout serious heating. - 

American traction generators will not carry this test if rigidly 
enforced. and we think it should be known to all who have to do 
with the purchase of machinery, that English generators are fully 
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equal to such tests. At the same time, we believe such tests are 
wrong, and that by really mecting them English makers are prac- 
tically selling as 100-K w. machines very much more powerful and 
durable machines tban are sold for 100-k W. American or Continental 
rnting. Indeed, one continuous current machine at Paris bad а card 
on it which madc a boast that the machine could stand 20 per cent. 
overload for a short time! We cannot agrce that the specitications of 
competent engincers in Great Britain have been correct when they 
asked for two hour? overloads of 25 to 50 per cent. without 
injurious heating. , Under such specifications American. machinery 
has competed unfairly, and many machines have been accepted 
through stress of circumstances that could only by a stretch of 
courtesy be said to have been safely cool. The facts are tbat 
machines never do carry these 25 per cent. overloads in practice 
except for brief periods, aud that their mean loads are so very 
Јом, that the much talked-of overheating does not occur. We know 
of more than one traction engineer who is with us in condemning 
the present system of specifying tests. 

As examples of French steam eneine work are cited the engines 
of the Paris Metropolitan Railway with cylinders 41:34 and 70 87 x 
59:05 in. with a crankshaft 19:29 in. diameter in its bearings, which 
are 39:37 in. long. There are three bearings, the central one being 
between the fly-wheel and the generator. "These are placed between 
thetwo cylinders, and the whole of the fly-wheel stresses must thus 
pass through the central bearing; not a very mechanical design for 
an engine of 2,500 н.р. The same design is followed by Dujardin, 
of Lille. in the engines of the Orleans extension railway at Thury, 
about three miles from the Quai D'Orsay terminus. The system is 
triphase. 

Continental engines have a good deal of external finish. English 
work seems to stand & happy medium between this and the American 
slovenliness. Engines are usually of the tandem type, and even for 
traction work, triple expansion is employed as a rule, though one 
can hardly see where designers expect to secure any economy, 
unless it is that accumulators are so much used that an economical 
engine can be employed with advantage. 

The usual German and Swiss ty pc of vertical engine is the open front 
type with isupporting steel columns. Bearings are self-adjusting 
or spherical, a system introduced, we believe, by Messrs. Hick- 
Hargreaves, of Bolton. The complication of the valve gear is noted, 
and the examination of the low pressure piston is most difficult in the 
steeple triple engines introduced in 1899, for it entails practically 
pulling down all the engine. Their grcat height is against 
them, and now for anything above 1,000 н.р. ће А E. G. put in 
horizontal engines with supported piston rods, back slides, and tail 
rods. Berlin bas been practically placed in the hands of one com- 
pany for all electrical purposes, hence the large stations and general 
good lay-out. 

The article concludes with a description of the Italian Franco- 
Tosi engine of Legnano. 
obtaining considerable success. 


een eran memset 
HANDLING MOTORS IN REPAIR SHOPS. 


ELECTRIC railway repair shop practice has in America divided 
itself into two general methods of handling motors for repair 
purposes. One method is to take the truck cut from under a car 
whenever repairs are {© be made on a motor or wheels are to be 
renewed. The other is to leave the truck under the car and do ail 
the work from the pit, lowering armatures and wheels into the pit. 
A great many master mechanics have decided opiuions one way or 
the other as to which of these methods is best, but practice is so 
equally divided between them, and so many large roads are found 
on both sides, that one is forced to the conclusion that the difference 
in results between the two methods cannot be great. Indeed, some 
roads are using both, and such find that there is not much difference 
betweenthem, provided thc repair shop in eithercase is fitted with the 
right kind of apparatus for fully carrying out the plan of motor 
bandling for which it is designed, and the motor equipments are 
also arranged accordingly. Summed up briefly, the arguments 
advanced in favour of each method are as follows:— When the 
trucks are taken from under a car the parts are in plainer sight and 
more accessible than if it is under the car. It the shop is as light as 
it should be, there will be little necd for artificial light when 
working over a truck in the daytime, while if the truck is left 
under the car, artificial light must be used in any event. This 
itself is a dieadvantage, not because of the cost of the light, but 
because men cannot work as fast or as well around a truck 
by artificial light as by daylight. 16 is also more agreeable 
for a repair man to work on a truck which is uncovered 
before him on the floor than with his head stuck up in 
a mass of dirty truck and motor mechanism, as he must if 
working from the pit, and better work can be expected of bim. 
Truck- bolts are in an awkward position to get at for a man standing 
in a pit. On the other hand, those who favour doing all from the 
pit point to the time required to disconnect motor leads and hoist 
the car body when the truck is taken out from under. Taking the 
truck from under disturbs bolts and connectious that would not 
otherwise have to be touched. More floor space is required when 
the trucks are run out from under. If the shops are as crowded as 
they are in some large cities, artificial light must be used in any 
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event. Supposing that equally rapid devices are used for hoisting 
and lowering in both cases, the time taken to remove an armature 
by taking it down into the pit, or toremove wheels, would be shorter 
than by running the truck out from under the car, considered purely 
on the basis of the number of operations that must be undergone їп 
both cases. But right here comes the question of how much tke 
darkness and inconvenience of things in a pit will influence the time 
required, and that is a matter of guesswork. Probably it is sufficient 
to make little difference between the two methods. The equipneut , 
needed in the two cases is radically different. "When all work is 
done from the pit, hydraulic or pneumatic jacks and sectional track 
for removing wheels must be provided. The pits must be extensive 
enough so that wheels and armatures can be carted away when 
removed and hoisted out at some other point. If trucks are to be 
run out from under, there must be provision for quickly hoisting 
the car body by quick-acting jacks, or, preferably, by a crane or 
5 hung from the roof. The latter necessitates strong roof con- 
struction. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


[Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the paper. Fres use of fictitious names, gc., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express.) 


„ BIRMINGHAM " writes:—'" I am about to put down a lighting 
plant to supply about 25 shops rented by various tenants. 
I do not require to cross any public road, the whole being one 
block of buildings, and I want to knew, Is there any Act or 
power which would stop me supplying the current through meters 
and charging 8 price ? " 


„„It is quite clear that any person may manufacture and дічроєс 
of electricity in any manner he chooses. He may fix his own 
price, and ascertain the quantity sold by the usc of a meter, without 
any risk of interference. As frequently pointed out in the ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, the Electric Lighting Acts are permissive only ; 
and while they confer benefits upon those who supply electricity 
under the protection of a provisional order, they place no restric- 
tion whatever on private enterprise. The above statement is abso- 
lutely correct in reference to our correspondent's letter, inasmuch 
ав all his “consumers” are in опе curtilage. No overhead wires 
(the use of which may complicate & case) will therefore be 
necessary. 


EXHIBITION OF ILLUMINATION 
.BY THE COOPER-HEWITT MERCURY 
VAPOUR LAMP. 


AT the opening meeting for the year of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, held in New York City 
on January 3rd, the subject for discussion was methods of 
illumination. The chief interest of the evening centred in 
Mr. Cooper-Hewitt's paper giving further descriptions of his 
experiments, and in his exhibition of his lamps in operation. 
Six lamps in all were on view, one of them being fixed 
vertically over the main entrance to the building, where its 
bright light, which could be seen from a great distarce, 
proved an attraction and an object of curiosity to the 
passers-by. The remaining five were used to illuminate the 
lecture room, one being hung vertically from the centre of 
the roof, while the others projected horizontally at intervals 
round the gallery. There were continuously in operation 
during the meeting from 8 to 11 p.m., and by their light 
some excellent photographs of the interior were obtained. - 
These have been reproduced іп the Electrical World of New 
York for January 11th, aud amongst them there is a very 
striking photograph (taken with an exposure of about 
12 seconds) of the president, Mr. Steinmetz, Incidentally 
we may mention that this photo. discloses one thing which 
might appear strange to an English audience, for President 
Steinmitz /as a cigar in his mouth! The tubes were actuated 
by the ordinary 118-volt direct-current system, with the 
starting devices arranged on the platform. 

From Mr. Cooper-Hewitt’s paper, the text of which is 
given in the same issue of the £lecfrical World, we learn 
that these lamps use currents varying from 1 to 6 amperes, 
while the power is approximately 0:5 watt per spherical 
candle-power. With better conditions for economy, as high 
an efficiency as 0°25 watt per spherical candle-power has been 
obtained. Lamps have been made of varying diameters and 
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lengths, giving from less than 10 to over 8,000 candles, and 
the author says that there is no reason why lamps may not 
be made of any size required, and of any desired candle- 
power per inch within wide limits, except that there is a 
tendency of the glass to soften when too high a candle- 
power per inch is produced. ^ à 

The Electrical World for January 18th gives two more 
photos, of the lamp itself, with some further particulars of 
it« efficiency, and a diagram of the starting device. From 
this we learn that the lamp over the doorway was of 700 C. P., 
and consumed 0:5 watt per candle with, and 0-4 watt with- 
out, the starting device in circuit. 

Attention has already been drawn in our previous descrip- 
tions of this lamp to its peculiar colour—what our con- 
temporary calls “its disagreeable bluish-green colour "— 
owing to the lack of red rays in the mercury vapour. This 
constitutes an object ion to its use for ordinary illumination 
of interiors, but Mr. Cooper-Hewitt considers that for 
ordinary street lighting the merenry lamp is available even 
without the red rays, its light having an advantage over that 
of the ordinary incandescent lamp in being more penetrating 
and effective through greater distances ; while for certain 
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Cooper-HEWITT VAPOUR Lamp. 


kinds of work, involving a strain on the eyes—such, for 
example, as reading und diuwing—he considers the absence 
of the red rays to be an advantage, as such light is less tiring 
to the eyes. He has, however, succeeded in makiug lamps 
in which the colour objection is overcome, involving thereby 
a sacrifice on some occasions of the extremely high light 
efficiency obtaincd by the type shown. 

The greater part uf Mr. Cooper-Hewitt’s paper deals with 
his experiments upon the electrical properties cf the gus, 
especially its conductivity, which is the most important 
factor in the operation of the lamp. As the results of some 
of these experiments have already been dealt with in our 
columns in di-cussing tlie patent specifications (sce ELEC- 
TRICAL Review, May 21th aud October 25th, 1901), we 
need not dwell upon them here; but one experiment muy be 
referred to, as it clears àway a doubt wbich had at first 
formed itself in our minds. In this experiment, an ordinary 
lamp about 30 in. in length contained a rod of metal 1th of 
an inch in diameter, } rojecting from the negative mercury 


electrode up to 4th of an inch from the positive electrode, 
and a movable bridging piece allowed this rod to be put in 
electrical connection with the positive electrode. When con- 
tact was made and current. passed, and then the contact 
broken, the current passed from the positive electrode direct 
to the mercury instead of to the metal rod in its vicinity, 
although the total resistance over the lamps required 60 volts 
with about 2 amperes passing, while that of the rod was 
practically negligible. А 

From this experiment, it appears to us to be quite clear 
that the conduction in the lamp takes place in the gas, and 
not, as we at first were inclined to think from other incidents 
described, along the glass of the tubes. The phenomenon 
described is quite in keeping with the well-known behaviour 
of the electric discharge in low-pressure tubes. It has been 
often observed that while a current may easily be made to 
pass between electrodes in such a tube with comparatively 
low potentials if the electrodes are well apart from each 
other, the passage of the current demands an extraordinarily 
high potential when the two electrodes are brought very 
close together. In а recent paper” it has been shown that 
this is due to the fact that under such conditions there is a 
very high fall of potential between the electrode and the gas 
in contact with it, and that this drop of potential is greatly 
diminished when the electrodes are separated further apart. 
Thus in Mr. Cooper-Hewitt's experiment, the result is in 
accordance with the general behaviour of the electric 
discharge through a gas at low pressure, the resistance of 
the gas-path between the positive electrode and the negative 
mercury being less difficult to overcome than that of the 
short path to the metal rod. 

In determining the resistance of the gas-path itself, the 
author finds that it varies directly with the length, and 
inversely with the diameter (not with the square of the 
diameter, as in metallic conductors). The voltage between the 
terminals is modified by the density of the gas, there being a 
particular value of the density for which the conductivity is 
a maximum. The author states that he has used other gases 
than mercury vapour, but that mercury has many advantages . 
for general investigation. Much care and ingenuity has 
evidently been expended on this work by Mr. Cooper- 
Hewitt, and there is good reason to hope that he may 
soon meet with still further success. We note with pleasure 
the tribute of our contemporary, the Eler/rical World, to his 
work : “It is positively refreshing to have an experimenter 
in a new field deal with his work in a scientific spirit, instead 
of playing to the galleries.” 


AMERICA FOR AMERICANS. 


WE have been given permission to print the following extract 
from a letter written towards the end of last year by a well- 
known English engineer to his firm in this country :— 

These- words indicate exactly the position of affairs in 
America. There can be no mistaking this fact, and the 
moment one enters the States, it seems to be the predominating 
feature in every direction. In the most important, as wall 
as the very cheapest, newspapers these sentiments prevail. 
No opportunity is missed to show up America, and (as the 
Commodore of New York Yacht Club said at Sir Thomas 
Lipton's reception and dinner after the yacht race) © America 
is predominant." | 

This is what every American believes, and on this principle 
they stick to each other through thick and thin, and being 
so full of enthusiasm, and thoroughly imbued with their 
own importance, it helps them immensely to carry on the 
every duy affairs of life in a pleasant but plucky manner. 

No opportunity is ever.lost of displaying to the country 
what its people are capable of producing, either in agriculture, 
manufacture, or commerce. | 

I feel that I envy their loyalty, because in this old country 
of Great Britain we are so divided on these subjects, and it 
now seems that Great Britain is for anybody else but a 


* See papor by Prof. Skinner, "Conditions Controlling Fall of 
Potential at the Electrodes in Vacuum-Tube Discharge," J’hil. Mag., 
December, 1901. 
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Briton. This is exemplified not only by the large quantity 
of manufactured goods imported, but by the sentiments of 
many of our best and leading daily papers. Many of these 
seem to think it is a virtue to decry their own country, 
and to applaud their American cousins, and what they are 
doing. Itis true that many of the Americans area sanguine, 
go-ahead people, but with the exception of their railways, 
tramways, and other specialities, most of which are par- 
ticularly adapted to their own country and American ideas, 
I see but little that Britons cannot do equally well, and in 
most cases, at any rate as regards steam engine practice, better. 
If only we could infuse into the British race at home the 
same national spirit and love for their own country which is 
exhibited in America, it would be a good thing for Britons. 

Some of our technical papers have tried to do justice to 
British productions, and for these manifestations of goodwill 
to British trade, one cannot but feel grateful, and my sincere 
wish. is that the technical papers were more read by the 
public. 

In some of our important daily papers, columns and 
columns of leading articles are written about the sentiments 
of Home Rulers, Unionists, and Imperial Liberals, together 
with no end of particulars on sport, whilst the real life and 
blood of the nation dwindles away by our fiscal system of 
free trade and the open door in our colonies. Little or 
nothing is said in the papers about these important matters. 
An excellent book on this subject has been written by Mr. J. 
Westley Gardner, called“ Thé Ruin of Rural England.” 

Again, our British Government commercial policy seems 
not to have been framed upon a good system with the best 
and most up-to-date methods for obtaining good results. It 
is of the utmost importance to British traders that the 
consuls abroad should send home frequent returns of what is 
being done, what is in demand, and everything that relates 
to the commercial interest of this country. But in many 


cases the consuls are not men at all suited for their posts, 


they seem to have been appointed not because of their 
suitability, but because they are the friend of some nobleman, 
and quite irrespective of any qualifications they may have 
for the post. It has frequently happened when the writer 
has been abroad and wanted information that he has had to 
apply either to the German or American consuls, ratber 
than to the British, as frequently he was either unable or 
unwilling to give it. In the writer’s opinion the consuls 
should be men of indefatigable energy and perseverance, with 
a full knowledge of commerce and trade generally, possessing 
indomitable pluck and determination, and with a full 
knowledge of the language of the country which they 
represent as well as one or two other modern languages. In 
addition to this, they should be enthusiastic wita a pleasant 
but strong British national feeling. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY v. SUBMARINE 
CABLES. 


IV. 


Sin JAMES PENDER did good public service last week in 
bringing before the notice of the shareholders of the Direct 
United States Cable Company the articles on ** Wireless Tele- 
graphy v. Submarine Cables which we have been publishing 
during the last month. 

In the electrical press of this country, at all events, those 
financially or scientifically interested in every branch of the 
electro-technical industry may be sure of honest, impartial, 
and critical opinions, based upon theortical and practical 
experience, and wholly uninfluenced by what Mr. Whittaker 
Wright would term ** press calls." 

At the meeting of the Eastern Telegraph Comp any also, 
Sir J. Wolfe Barry, in an admirable specch, discussed at 
great length the улов and cons of wireless telegraph competi- 
tion, and, in addition, laid before the stockholders the reports 
which Sir W. H. Preece and Dr. Oliver Lodge had been 
requested to prepare. The consensus of scientific opinion is all 
against the probability of the Marconi, Lodge, or any other 
system of wireless telegraphy competing with the submarine 
cable. Dr. Lodge, who, if he has not gone to such lengths 


as Marconi, from the practical point of view, is certainly 
equally well aware of what is possible, says: ** To the best 
of my belief, submarine cables will for a long time be pre- 
eminent for the purpose of long-distance telegraphy. ft is 
manifest that wireless or open methods cannot compete in 
point of secrecy and certainty with closed or cable methode, 
and could only compete with them in point of speed and 
accuracy by aid of great improvements and new inventions 
involving little less than discoveries." | 

Sir W. H. Preece is equally emphatic, and concludes that 
submarine cable enterprise has nothing to fear, in a com- 
mercial sense, from the competition of ætheric telegraphy. 

The dozen or so opinions we have quoted in the course of 
our articles, with the exception of Mr. Guarini's, are all to 
the same effect, and we think enough has now been said to 
make stockholders in cable companies feel that whatever 
other causes may influence them to the extent of unburden- 
ing themselves of their holdings, the fear of wireless telegraph 
competition should not be reckoned as one of them. 

The following paragraphs from the Daily Mail of the 
9rd inst. are not without their significance :— 


New York, Sunday, February 2nd. 

Advices from Honolulu, dated January 21st, telegraphed here 
from San Francisco, report that the. Inter-Island Telegraph 
Company, which has been operating Signor Marconi's system of 
wireless telegraphy since May, 1900, suspended work on November 
25th, 1901. The company has not proved a financial success. 

In such work as setting the clocks throughout the islands by 
chronometer from Honolulu the system proved a perfect success. 
But when it came to a question of important commercial messages 
the system could not be depended upon.— Lafan. 


It is now only left for us to express our hearty thanks to 
those who so readily favoured us with their views, and to 
put forward one more conjecture of a highly interesting 
nature, particularly to cable companies, which we have 
received from Mr. Guarini, as to how that mysterious “ S“ 
reached Newfoundland. 

Our correspondent writes as follows :— 


The Cosmos, of Paris, which, in the numbers dated January 11th 
and 18th, contained a long and interesting article on trans-Atlantic 
wireless telegraphy, has just published in the number for January 
25th the following letter from an officer in the French army :—“ In 
No. 886 of the Cosmos, your correspondent ‘№’ gives 10 feasible 
explanations, all different, of the signal observed by Mr. Marconi. 
I beg to add to these an 11th. Wireless telegraphy, according to 
its definition, dispenses with wire: but it is none the less true that 
the Hertzian waves follow conductors when they are presented to 
them (e.g., the antenna). Why, on the occasion in question, should 
they not have followed the trans-Atlantic cable, since at the two 
extremities the wireless station and the telegraph station a'e adja- 
cent. Itseemsto me tbat this bypothesis suggests another; the 
English trans-Atlantic cable company would, in such a case, fail to 
see the joke, and would charge for the use of their property.” It 
must be owned that the hypothesis is an ingenious one. In fact, in 
September, 1900, I and M. Poncelet signalled to the Académie des 
Sciences, Paris (Comptes Rendus, 2nd half-year, pp. 540—541, 
No. 13), an experiment on the metal screens, and they came to the 
conclusion tbat a conductor subjected to Hertzian waves becomes, 
in its turn, a transmitter capable of acting upon a given receiver. 

Thus tbe hypothesis mentioned by the correspondent of Cosmos 
becomes feasible. The waves sent out by the Marconi station at 
Lizard Point produced induced currents in the submarine cables 
ending at Newfoundland, which currents, producing iu their turn 
waves going into space either through the water or along the cables 
to the recciving stations, produced a very appreciable effect on the 
very sensitive Marconi receiving apparatus at St. John's, Newfound- 
land. Tbis bypothesis is all the more probable from the fact that 
the Marconi receiving antenna, which it is known was supported by 
& kite, was—according to the illustrations published— bent over 


‘the sea. 


In other words, it was а case of an action similar to those exercised 
by disturbances of atmospheric electricity, especially lightning, on 
telegraph circuits. It is true that this action is minimised in the 
case of underground wires and submarine cables; it is minimised, 
but it is there all the same. Mor over, the action would become 
very appreciable if the cables were continued by lines passing into 
the air through the earth. It would be interesting to obtain the 
opinions of the cable companies concerned, and to know whether, 
at the time Marconi was transmitting signals from Lizard Point, 
any disturbances were observed in the receiving apparatus of the 
two stations, e-pecially the Newfoundland station. Even if ‘his 
were not the case, it would not prove that the hypothesis of the 
Cosmos correspondent was erroneous, as the waves might have fol- 
lowed the iron sheathing of the cables, in which case the effect on the 
receiving apparatus would be negligible, and almost nil. It is true, 
moreover, that the sbeathingof the cable is incommunication withthe ' 
sea water and withthe bottom of the sea, which, according tothe above- 
mentioned note by myself and Poncelet, would render the effect of 
the new radiator (the sheathing of the cable) almost nil, but it must 
not be forgotten that the sheathing of the cable is perhaps not in 
perfect contact with tbe water aud with the bottom of tbe sea, 
owing to the deposits upon it. And has it not been shown that a 
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telephonic transmission has been sent through a naked copper wire 
laid on the ice? There is a loss at the earth, but the effect of 
better conductivity (than the medium in which it is immersed) still 
exists. Ifthe hypothesis of the Cusmos correspondent is correct, the 
Marconi transmitter at Lizard Point imitated lightning on a small 
scale. Lightuing is very powerful, but on the other hand, its waves 
are propagated in all directions, whereas the Marconi transmitter, 
while less powerful, concentrates its waves by means of the antennæ. 
It must, moreover, be concluded that the syntonisation brought 
forward by Mr. Marconi is not sufficient, that the waves must not be 
allowed to be propagated іп all directions (even on the cables), 


but must be concentrated exclusively on the receiver. Lastle, the. 


fact tbat both lightning and the wireless telegraphy transmitters 
can exercise a certain influence upon wires submerged at the bottom 
of the sea (sometimes at a depth of several kilometres) enables one 
to believe that in wireless telegraphy at sea the waves are propa- 
gated through the water, as I myself think. 
REviEw, May 2ith, 1901.) 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY IN BULK. 


WE print below a copy of a letter which has been received 


by the London Clamber of Commerce from the Doard of 
Trade. This letter js certainly a gratifying indication that 


the. Board of Trade share the views of the E.T. Section, that 
while the existing high-pressure regulations of the Board of. 


Trade are restrictive and inapplicable to extra high-pressure 
systems (i. e., systems above the Board of Trade high- 
pressure limit of 3,000 valts), the time is not ripe for 
compiling hard- and-fast regulations for these. It appears 
that what is wanted is as much freedom of action as pos- 
sible, to discover by trial and experience the methods best 
adapted to the industrial conditions obtaining in Great 
Britain. Further, the letter is a sensible recognition 
that the real problem to be solved is of an economic 
rather than a technical nature. 
potential benefits to industry and the sanitary condi- 
tions of life. They should, therefore, have no unnecessary 
restrictions placed on them in such matters as pressure of 
supply, use of overhead wires, sizes or capacity of mains, 
thickness of dielectric, &c., which would teud to aggravate 
the difficulty of securing capital and earning a reasonable 
return upon it. 

The Board of Trade being broadly prepared to consider 
each case on its merits, it is important tnat individual under- 
takers should not risk the creation of undesirable precedents 


by proposing to, or accepting from, the Board of Trade’ 


«cx nditions which will prejudice subsequent undertakers. To 
provide against this, the Power Schemes Committee of thie 
Electrical Trade Section will continue in existence as a 
mediuin for conference among electrical engineers and under- 
takers concerned with such schemes. 


London Chamber of Commerce. 


Sir,— With further reference to your letter of June 19th, 1901, 


enclosing а memorandum from the Sub-committee of the Electrical 
Section of the London Chamber of Commerce, on “ Electrical Power 
Distribution Schemes," I am now authorised to inform you that the 
Board of 'Trade bave not found it possible to settle any general form 
of regulations for extra high pressure. 

Maz inen Pressure.—The Board of Trade have never fixed any 
general limit of pressure. A limit of pressure is made in each case, 
as а necessary item of the description of the system. The Board of 
Trade are prepared to consider any description of methods of 
working when the undertakers specify in detail the precautions 
which they propose to adopt, and when they convince the Board of 
Trade that the use of high pressure is justified by the commercial 
conditions of the undertaking. 

Marinum Power.—Tbe Board of Trade have never fixed any 
general absolute limitation of the size of mains. 
that while the use of mains carrying very heavy currents may 
involve risk of danger to the public, the limitation of power in the 
case of extra high pressure mains may be considered chicfly with 
reference to the continuity of supply, the number of mains, their 
duplication, and the arrangement of thc districts to be supplied. 

Laying and Protecting of Cables.—The regulation which principally. 
affects the mode of construction of mains is No. 33 as follows:— 

Where any high pressure electric line is laid beneath the surface 


of the ground, efficient means shall be taken to render it impossible. 


that the surface of the ground or any neighbouring electric line or 
conductor shall become charged by leakage from the high-pressure 
electric line. 

No regulation could be more elastic than this. It is open for 
undertakers to propose any method which tbey consider suitable. 
One method which has been approved is the use of a metal sheath 
- in addition to the lead covering; others have been approved. 

Thickness оў Dielectric in Cables.—No regulation making a parti- 
cular thickness of diclectric, in the case of cables intended for extra 
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The schemes offer great. 


They are advised. 


high pressure, has been made by the Board of Trade. 
follows :— 

Every high-pressure conductor laid after the date of these 
regulations shall be continuously covered with insulating material 
to a thickness of not less than one-tenth part of an incb, and in 
cases where the extreme difference of potential in the circuit 
exceeds 2,000 volte, the thickness of insulating material shall not 
be less in inches or parts of an inch than the number obtained by 
dividing the number expressing the volts by 20,000. 

„High pressure is limited by definition to 3,000 volts. 

Regulation 10, also applicable only to “high pressure," is as 
follows .— 

A high-pressure circuit shallnot be brought into use unless theinsula- 
tion of every part thereof has withstood the continuous application, 
during one hour, of pressure exceeding the maximum pressure to 
which it is intended to be subjected in use, that is to say, in the 
case of every eleetric line a pressure twice the said maximum 
pressure, and in the case of every machine, device, or apparatus, a 
pressure of 50 per cent. greater than the said maximum pressure. 

The undertakera shall duly record the results of each test. 

Each case of extra high pressure must be considered on its 
merits, for the present. 

Permission to Use Bare Overhead Wires.—The regulations for 
" aerial lines " do not apply to cases of extra high pressure. 


The following letter was sent by the Board of Trade to the 
London Chamber of Commerce on February 23rd, 1892:— 


Board of Trade (Railway Department). 


Sir,—With reference to the letter addressed by the London 
Chamber of Commerce to the President of the Board of Trade, 
enclosing & copy of a memorial signed by a large number of elec- 
trical engineers and representatives of electrical firms in the United 
Kingdom, urging that this department should not lay down asa 
scttled principle that no overhead conductors for the supply of 
electric energy should be allowed, but that, in rural districts at 
le ist, the circumstances of each particular case should determine, 
whether overhead work should or should not be sanctioned, I am 
directed by the Board of Trade to say that the memorial in question 
appears to have been prepared uader a misapprehension of the 
practice of this department. 

The Board of Trade are of opinion that, as a general rule, the use 
of overhead wires is accompanied by many disadv antages, both аз. 
regards the safety of the public and the efficiency of the supply of 
energy, апа they think it is most desirable that mains for the 
supply of energy under provisional orders or licences should, 
wherever practicable, be placed underground. 

They have not, however, laid down any absolute rule that over- 
head wires shall in no case be employed, and while they have 
declined, in the absence of any special circumstances, to approve of 
a system in which the use of such wires was contemplated as a 
permanent arrangement in the central and populous portions of a 
town, they have on various occasions, where the circumstances 
appeared to justify it and the local authorities approved, authorised 
the employment of overhead wires in rural districts or the out- 
lying or less populous portions of towns. 

The Board of Trade see по reason tu depart from the practice they 
have hitherto adopted of considering each application for permission 
to use overhead wires on its merits, having regard to the special 
circumstances of the district. 


Reg. 9 is as 


I am, &c., ` 
(Signed) Henry G. CALCRAFT. 


The Board of Trade are prepared to consider the use of bare over- 
head wires when the undertakers specify in detail the precautions 
which they propose to adopt, and when they convince the Board of 
Trade that the use of such wires is queues by the commer: ial 
conditions of the undertaking. 

Sub-Stations and Transformers on Consii mers’ Preimises.—The 
Board of Trade are prepared to consider proposals for the supply 
of extra high pressure to sub-stations above ground. 

Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) ALEX. Р. TROTTER. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. THompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holbora, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


1.475. An improvement in feeder pillars for electric traction." С. BECK- 
IN GSALE. January 20th. | 

1,490. “* Ап electric mechanism for operating clectric time circuits and the 
like." Н. WHipspouRNE. January 20th. 

1,496. “Improvements in electric switches." H. H. Brrry, P. F. W.StxoN 


and E. SKINNER. January 20th. (Complete.) 


1.528. An improvement іп the manufacture of incandescent electric lamps.“ 


P.BcHanr. January 20th. 
1,534. “Improvements in electric light fittings." G. Markt. January 20th. 


1.537. Improvements in and connected with insulators for closed conduits.” 


W. GRITTITus and B. Н. BEDELL. January 20th. 
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1.546. Improvements in electric cars operated by the overt ead conductor 
system.’’ Н. McGiiuivray. January 20th. 


1,565. An improvement in parallel-reries switckes for dimming electric 
lamps." Е, Т. TunNER. January 21st. 


1,575. ‘‘ Improvements in or relating to electrical traction." B. BONNIESEN. 
January 21st. 


1,654. “Improvements in trolley pole connections and covers for tramcars 
and the like.” J. W. BLAKEY and E. DEIGHTON. January 2186. 


1.684. A method for producing electrodes for electric accumulators.” E. W. 
JUNGNER. (Date applied for under Patents, &c., Act, 1901, January 22nd, 1901, 
being date of application in Sweden.) January 1st. (Complete.) 


1,688. ‘Improvements in the electrolytic separation, deposit and refining of 
zinc." H. PawEck. January 215{. 


1.735. Improvements in electrical instruments.“ A. W. Price and 
Crompton & Co., LTD. January 22nd. ‚ 


1,787. “Electric sweating robe." А. PHiLLIPS. January 22rd. (Complete.) 


1944. “Ап improvement in motor-starting rheostats." A. TOWNSEND. 
January 22nd. 


e . 
1.766. An improved two-phase motor starting switch." A. Soames and W. 
LanGpen-Davigs, January 22nd. 


1,766. “Improvements in arc lamps.” C.D. ABEL. (Siemens & Halske 
A.G., Germany.) January 22nd. 


1,767. ‘* Improved devices for varying the speed of continuous current elec- 
tric motors." A. G. Вгохлм. (The firm of Couffinhal et ses Fils, France.) 
: January 22nd. | 


D “An improvement in elcctiio bell pushes.” С. H. Burt. January 


1,772. ‘Improvements relating to telephone systems.” Е. P. Baird. Jan- 
uary 22nd. 


1,780. “ Improvements in transmitters (or receivers) for transmitting elec- 
trical waves throngh earth and water for steering torpedoes, signalling and the 
like purposes.” С. G. G. BRAUNERHJELM. Janvary 22nd. 

1,808. “A new appliance or device for facilitating changing the trolley 
pulleys of overhead electric tramcars {rom one cable to another." J. BovLAN. 
January 28rd. 

0. " An improved method of laying cables." G. С. HuRBELL. January 

rd. 

1,851. “Improvements in the method of control of friction brakes, valves and 
the like by electro-magnets." J. G. Сн рв. January 28rd. 

1,857. “Improvements in prepayment electricity meters." L. Јонкзом and 
R. HoRNBY. January 23rd. 

1,874. "Improvements in controllers for electric motors.” Т. S. PERKINS. 
January 28rd. ` 

1,888. ‘‘ Improvements in systems of electrical distribution." В. Hopxrson. 
January 24th. (Complete.) 

1,894. '*Improvements in electric lighting arrangements for theatrical and 

similar scenic effects.“ W. J. Рнплрвох. Janus ry 24th. ; 

1.902. Improvements in telegraphic printing instruments.” J. WHITCOMBE, 
January 24th. ‘ 

1,910. “Improvements in electricity meters.“ К, ANDERSON. January 24th. 
MUT “ А high-tension electric current commutator.” J. A. Cx Dy. January 

th. 

1,961. "Improved method of beating metals in electric baths." J. GinLor: 
January 24th. 

1,967. “Improvements in the manufacture of electric cables for telegraphic 
and telephonic purposes." H.W. Dover. January 24th. 

1,984. An improved electric transformer." W. T. Stutcnsury and С. 
Goricx. January 24th. (Complete.) 

7 2,018. “Improvements in junction boxes for electric wiring." J. WALDRON 
and E. WnirE. January. 25th. 

2,019. ‘‘An improved coupling socket for electric wiring. 
E. WHITE. January 25th. 

2,004. “Improvements in or appertaining to electrically-propelled tramcars 
and other vehicles." А. HiLL. January 25th. 

2,0:5. ''lmprovements relating to overhead tramway wires." J. T. PEARSON, 
January 25th. 

2,034. “Improvements in electric arc lamps." Н, BaccET. January 25th. 

2,035. “ Improvements in electric aro lamps." Н, Bacait. January 25th. 

2,058. ''Improvements in rail bonds or connecting strips for the rails of 
electric railways.” G. B. BLANCHARD. January 25th. 

2,065. ''Improvementain or relating to driving gear for electrically-propelled 
vehicles." W. L. Wise. (The Maschinenfabrik Oer.ikon, Switzeriand.) 
January 25th. 


„J. WALDRON and 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


* 


9,061. “improvements in or connected with eleotrio brake for electrically 
propelled vehictes.”” F. C. Newell. Dated May 16th, 1900. When the motor 
on electrically-propelled cars runs as & generator to supply current to a 
loca) braking circuit, an electro-magnetic switch is included to shunt part of 
the current round the field coil of the motor if the current becomes excessive. 
The coils of this regu'ator surround fixed pole-pieces and movable cores which 
are connected by а crosshead carrying the flexible switch arm. When lifted 
into contact with the meta] plates on the underside of the support for the 
crosshead, the shunt circuit which includes resistance coils is completed. The 
apy liance is conta ned i : à box furnished with a cover carrying these coils and 
binding posts as indicated. 3 claims. 


9,084. “Improvements in arc lamps." А. G. Stookwell. Dated May 16th, 
1800. Relates chietly to brake wheels in arc lamps. 9 claims. 


9,110. “improvements in contact pieces for transmitting the current from the 
{хей hase tO the revolving or swinging top of electric search light projectors." М. 
Paul. Dated May 17th, 1900. The base of the lamp is fitted with two rings 
which rub on the contact plugs. The contacts are formed of copper wire 
gauze tightly rolled up. Each contact is fitted in a holder enclosed in a box and 
os to receive the cable. A spring is inserted to give a spring contact. 
1 claim. 


9,133. “Аи improvod process for mauufacturing homogencows plates, more 
рогозу applicable for use la electrical condensers.” L.Lombardi. Datcd Мау 
th, 1900. (Date applied for under Section 103 of Patents, &c., Act, October 
3lst, 1°99.) Thin plates or lamine, such as are used in electric condensers, 
иге obtained by pouring the fused material upon a liquid mass of lower melting 
point and allowing it to cool. The film can then be lifted off. For making 
parattin wax plates mercury is & Suitable base. 1 claim. 


9.203. ‘improvements in dynamos." C. A. Parsons and G. Q. Steney. Dated 
May 18th, 1990. Consists in automatically adjusting the position of the brushes 
on the commutator of a contir uous current dynamo, so as to maintain them in 
the position of minimum ғрагкіпе at a)l loads, by means of а piston or dia- 
phragm acted upon Girectly or indirectly by the steam pressure of the driving 
engine or turbine at a point where this pre-sure varies proportionally to tbe 
load. In connection with dynamos driven by steam turbines, governed in the 
usual manner, the use of the invention also prevents hunting. 3 claims. 


9,218. ''improvements in or In conjunction with trolley or like current collectors 
for electric raliways and tramways.” J. Н. Killip. Dated May 18th, 1900. Relates to 
electric railways and tramways with overhead conductors. Relates toa trolley 
rope holding and pulling down apparatus. То pull dwn the trolley pole in 
case the trolley gets off the line, he pole cord is Attached to a spring barrel, 
which is normally lccked by pawls. These are released by the jerk or by an 
electro-magnet excited by the completion of a battery circuit wben the pole 


flies up. A rubber stop on the coid revenis the cord from being wound 


in too much. 65 c!la'ms. 


8,228. “Method of and means or apparatus for testing alternating eurrout 

aerators, transformers, meters and analogous apparatus.” Willans & Rebinsou, 
imited, and G. L. Addoabreoke. Dated May 18th, 19(0. Testing. Polyphase 
or tingle alte:nating current appl‘ancer, such as generators, trans- 
formers, and meters are tested on loads con- isting of non-inductive 
resistances and variable inductsnces connected in parallel, in order that 
the conditions may be made similar to those on inductive circuits. A 
variable inductance for such testing may consist of wire or strip 
coiled through rectangular or other laminated iron frames, fixed radially 
about a non-magnetic centre; the outer sides or the ends of the 
frames are movable independently, by slit holders and screws, to produce 
adjustable air-gaps in the magnetic circuits. Ora central rotatable right and 
left hand screw may carry two nuts linked to the outer sides of the frames, to 
adjust these radially, simultaneously. A single rectangular iron frame with one 
995 adjustable may be used. The grouping of tre coils may also be varied. 
claims. | 


8,233. ‘‘tmprovements in bayonet joint attachments for glow lamps, safety fases, 
wail oontasts and similar devices.” М. Weinberger. ated May 18th, 1900. 
Capped incandescent lamps, differing in candle-power, are made with pins or 
slots of different sizes, numbers or positions, to fit corresponding bayonet-jeint 
holders, in order that only one kind of lamp may be used in any particular 
holder. 2 claims. 


8,260. “im 
J. F. Sasders, Oregon.) Dated May 19th, 1900. Relates to arc and incandescent 
arc lamps. Electrodes are made of mixtures of carbon with metallic salts, 
which lower the temperature of the auc, produce more light, and colour the 
light. 16 claims. 


8,283. “improvements in electric heaters.” А. R. Leask and Р. M. Bellis. 
Dated May 19th, 1900. An electric heater, which may be placed in any 
ordinary vessel, consists of resistant wire wound across one or more rings or 
frames of insulating material, these being supported by nuts and distance 
Pieces on two rods attached to a larger insulating piece which is intended to 
rest on the top of the vessel, and is provided with a knob. Electric connection 
between supply conductors and the heating wire is made by the rods anda 
spring switch which is closed by the weight of the heater when placed on the 
top of the vessel; the underside of the spring is coated with insulating 
material. 8 claims. 


8,279. " vements [n and connected with snpports for electrie cendactors.”” 
P. A. Lorain and A. Deunery. Dated May 19th, 1900. Posts and other supports 
are made of rectangular metal tubes. The stays and other attachments are 
made of similar material, and are attached by clamping collars, plates, or 
socket fittings. The insulator supports are attached to the posts, &c., by 
clamping plates and collars, no holes being made through the posts, &с. The 
base ends of the stays are split and set in cement. Woen horizontal support 


tubes are employed, they may be attached to wooden uprights. 2 claims. 


9,831. “ An Improved electrolysing apparatus." 
1900. Relates to bleaching отоп Ке. 1 claim 


8,339. “im ments relating to multiplex telephony." W. Е. Evans. (E.A. 
Falier and J. W. Chishoim, U.S.A.) Dated May 71st, 1900. “Relates to a system of 
multiplex telephony in which the receivers are arranged to bave their electrical 
cbaracteristics varied in pairs, so that the conversation between one pair thall 
not clash with that between another pair, although passing along the same 
main circuit. 6 claims. 


8,897. “improvements in aad convected with armatures for dynamo-electrie 
machines.” G.Hsidel. Dated May 22nd, 1900. An armature is built up of a 
number of independent core sections which are removably secured to collars on 
the shaft by means of screws passing through lugs. Displacement of the screws 
is prevented by rings. Each core section is wound with a separate coil, the 
ends of which are connected to two adjacent commutator sections. The com- 
mutator sections are provided with arms grooved on their upper surfaces to 
receive the connecting wires, and the latter are secured thereto by a cap and 
screw. When а coil becomes damaged, it may be cut out of circuit by means of 
a bridge wire at the commutator, or the section may be removed for repairs. A 
double armature with two commutators may be similarly constructed. 1 claim. 


. Haas. Dated May 2ist, 


8,418. “improvements in electric motor se pension on eleotriealiy, propelled 
vehicles, such as tramosre and the like." G. Gibbs. Dated May d, 1900. 
Relates to electric locomotives and motor vehicles. The motor frame or cradle 
consists of two side bars and twoend bars. The latter are connected centrally 
by the bangers and upper and lower springs to luge on the motor casing. The 
side bars are also connected by pivots being passed through extensions of or 
attachments to the shell. 5 claims. 


9,468. “improvements ln space telegraphy.” W.C.L.Eklin. Dated May 22nd, 
1900. Relates to apparatus for determining the direction of the received waves 
in wireless telegraphy, applicable for signalling between ships. B claims. 


9,464. ‘‘improvements In the manufacture ef filaments for incandescent eloctrio 
light." 8. B. Husse(man. Dated May 22nd, 1900. Filaments for use in ex- 
hausted bulbs are made by repeatedly coating and drying a thread of asbestos 
or similar non-destructible material, with a coating material made by warming 
a mixture of two grains of aluminium shavings, three grains of iodine, and 1 lb. 
of pure sicohol to 108 F. in an airtight retort. After the last coating operation, 
the thread is formed by passage through rollers or a tube, aud then heated to 
3,500 F. or 4, 000 F. ina closed mica retort, until the coating tuses to the core. 
2 claims. P 


8,469. ''improvements In motor meters for alternating currents. A. Pelonx. 
Dated May 25th, 1900. Energy meters for single alternating currents. In an 
induction motor meter, having a conducting disc or cylinder, driven by a shunt 
electro-magnet and main current coils displaced angularly on opposite sides of 
the disc or cylinder, and retarded by a permanent magnetic brake, in order to 
prevent the returdation due to eddy currents produced by the main current 
coils increasing when the main current is large, cither the total magnetic flux 
through the dise or cylinder is kept constant, or an additional compensating 
driving force is provided. 5 claims. 


6,492. “improvements la coiling roses and other like electrical ocanections."" 
W. M. Douglas. Dated May 24th, 1900. А ceiling rose, or other similar electric 
connection for a two-wire supply. 8 claims. 


9,511. ‘‘improvoments la the construction cf swivel heads of elsctrie car 
trolieys.'" l. F. Cuttior. Dated May 24th, 1900. Relates to electric railways and 
tramways with overhead conductors. A spring bolt bears against a cut-away 
portion of a flange on a swivelling fork which carries the trolley wheel to 
return it to its normal position in line with the pole. 1 claim. 


uts in өг relating te olectric light carbons.” Н. 8. Brewne. © 
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EXTRA HIGH. PRESSURE AND THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


THE discussion of Mr. Earle's paper upon the Supply of 
Electricity in Bulk," at the Manchester Section of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, did not go far towards 
solving the important problem of how to work the power 
Schemes in the most practical way. 

Since it took place we have published the important letter 
of the Board of Trade to the London Chamber of Commerce, 
dealing with the questions of extra high pressure, and the 
use of bare overhead wires, subjects which might well have 
occupied the attention of Mr. Earle and those who com- 
mented upon his paper. The engineers who took part in 
the discussion do not appear to have grasped the most 


important issues, and the debate left much to be desired. 


The necessity for comprehensive systems of supply over 
large areas is conceded; the practical question is, How to do it 
most advantageously ? The Electrical Trades Section of the 
London Chamber of Commerce has pointed out the key 
to the position in advocating, as vital to the commercial 
success of such undertakings, the use of overhead wires out- 
side urban areas, the success of which has been proved in 
those countries where long-distance transmission has been 
already established, 

It is to be regretted that neither Mr. Earle in his paper, 
nor those who discussed it, dealt with what appears to be the 
crux of the question; but the letter of the Board of Trade 
clears the way to the solution of the problem, by the declara- 
tion that the regulations for “aerial lines do not apply to 
extra high pressure, and that the Board of Trade are 
prepared to allow the use of bare overhead wires when the 
conditions of the undertaking justify it and when they are 
satisfied with the precautions proposed to be adopted. 

The continuance of the Power Schemes Committee of the 
Electrical Trades Section of the London Chamber of Commerce 
is a wise decision, as it is most important that the engineers 
engaged in working out the systems should focus their 
views and experience by the frank interchange of opinione, 
and arrive at some common basis, so that the schemes put 
before the Board of Trade should be uniform in their leading 
principles, 

Some misconception has hitherto existed in supposing that 
the Board of Trade regulations applicable to high pressure 
covered extra high pressure also, and hence the demand for 


а necessary modification to meet the long-distance trans- 


mission schemes by overhead wires ; but it is satisfactory to 
find that this was an erroneous interpretation of the regula- 
tions, and that they were not intended to apply to extra 
high pressure, such as is involved in the carrying out of the 
large schemes covered by the Power Bills. 

The subject is of so much importance that the Council of 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers ought, we think, to 


arrange for a paper to be read on the subject at an early 
C 
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date by some member capable of dealing with it in a 
thoroughly practical and impartial manner. 
During the discussion of the Power Bills before the 


Parliamentary Committees, sufficient evidence was given as 


to the practicability of the schemes to warrant the passing 
of the preambles of the Bills, in spite of the efforts of the 
experts acting for opposing local authorities, but much 
remains to be settled before the Board of Trade can be asked 
to sanction conditions reasonably applicable to power schemes 
as a rule. Exceptional cases will, of course, arise, which 
must be dealt with on their merits, but it is most desirable 
that some understanding should be arrived at upon many 
general principles. 

The Board of Trade, instead of making hard ard fast 
regulations and requiring the engineers to work to them, 
give them freedom to submit the schemes best adapted for 
the purpose, and hence the importance of united action in 
order to produce the best system for carrying out the supply 
over large and varying areas. 

The Power Schemes Committee of the Electrical Trades 
Section of the London Chamber of Commerce offers a 
suitable centre for the conference of all who are engaged in 


devising practical means of carrying out those great schemes 


for which legislative sanction has been obtained, and it is 
most desirable that the highest available engineering ability 
should be concentrated on the undertakings. 

Tbe Institution of Electrical Engineers might render 
valuable aid, by offering a substantial prize for the best 
essay upon the generation, transmission, and distribution of 
electrical energy, suitable for power schemes in the United 
Kingdom. Such a competition would be worthy of the 
efforts of every electrical engineer ambitious of attaining 
the highest rank in his profession. 

The general principles laid down by the Board of Trade 
will probably be accepted as a reasonable basis, as they 
appear to possess the necessary elasticity for coping with the 
conditions of each specific case; and what we require now 
are specifications in detail for typical cases involving the 
supply of a mixed urban and rural area, this area containing 
towns and villages with manufacturing and residential com- 
munities, electric trams and railways, haulage on canals, 
and all the varying conditions under which electrical energy 
can be usefully employed. 


Two important pronouncements affect- 
| ing “tube” railways appear in our 
Traction Notes" to-day. One is the summary of the 
report on vibration on the Central London Railway, and 
the other the discussion in the House of Lords respecting 


Underground Rail- 
ways, 


THE Toronto correspondent of the 
Times bas developed a remarkable 
affection for Marconi, and expresses his feelings in nearly 
а column of appreciation, which we have read with interest, 
tempered by amusement. He seems convinced that wire- 
less telegraphy across the Atlantic will be commercially 
practicable, and that it will in ali probability compete with 
existing telegraphic communication. Не is far-sighted 
enough to declare that if Marconi brings a cheap service 
within reach he will be forwarding an important national 
purpose. The entrance to the St. Lawrence lies along the 
fog-infested shores of Newfoundland. Any invention or 
system which promises to put a ship in easy communication 
with the shore or with other ships by night or day, in fog 
or sunshine, will remove the chief dangers of the passage. 
So he says. We can imagine such a ship in such a fog 
inquiring its way from an unknown shore that it cannot 
see, and that cannot see it, to an unknown destination. To 
its signal of distress: “ I want yer, Marconi," there would 
come from a hundred simultaneous oscillators, the im- 
mediate question: Where are уоп?” responded to by 
the distracting answer, “I don’t know,” followed by 
opprobrium. If the Toronto correspondent would only read 
his Zimes he would find several articles and letters bearing 
on this subject, which would enable him to form a just esti- 
mate of the enormous difficulties which yet stand in the way 
of the adoption of such a scheme as һе has formulated. 

The Electrical World and Engineer, of New York, gives 
a graphic narrative" extracted from McClure’s Magarine, 
describing the circumstances attending the experiments on 
Signal Hill on December 12th. Only two persons were in 
the room—Mr. Marconi and Mr. Kemp. Everything was 
done that could be done. The receiving apparatus was of 
unusual sensitiveness, so that it could catch even the faintest 
evidence of the signals. А telephone receiver had been 
supplied, so that the slightest clicking of the dots might be 
conveyed to the inventor’s ear. For nearly half-an-hour, 
says this report, not a sound broke the silence of the room ; 
then quite suddenly Mr. Kemp heard the sharp click of the 
tapper as it struck against the coherer—this, of course, was 
not the signal, yet it was an indication that something was 
coming. The inventor’s face showed no evidence of excite- 
ment, Presently he said: See if you can hear anything, 
Mr. Kemp." Mr. Kemp took the receiver, and a moment 
later, faintly and yet distinctly and unmistakably, came the three 
little clicks—the dots of the letter S, tapped out à moment be- 
fore in England. At 10 minutes past 1 more signals came, 
and both Mr. Marconi and Mr. Kemp assured themselves again 
and again that there could be no mistake. During this time 
the kite gyrated so wildly in the air that the receiver wire 
was not maintained at the same height, as it should have 
been ; but again at 20 minutes past 2, other repetitions of 
the signal were received. The inventor, subsequently, was 
unable to obtain continuous results, owing to the fluctuations 
of the height of the kite as it was blown about by the wind, 
and to the extreme delicacy of his instruments, which 


„J want yer Marconi!” 


required constant adjustment during the experiments. The. 


signals, in fact, were blown higher than a kite. 


Іх the article which we publish on 


Wireless Telegraphy. another page, Mr. Sullivan attacks the 

subject in a bold and novel manner, 
raising a number of points which have been but lightly 
touched upon, if at all, by our other correspondents. For 
example, we have always been assured that wireless telegraphic 


the new lines. The former finds, as has been known for 
some time, that vibration actually exists, and recommends 
certain measures for its prevention in future, measures for 
which, of course, the company has been making prepara- 
tions for some time past. The latter renders it more 


than possible that the tube schemes * brought forward“ 
from last Session, also those which have been newly placed 
upon the paper curing the past few months, may be de- 
' finitely dealt with very shortly. We entirely agree with all 
' efforts that are made to obtain uniformity in connection 
with laying out underground London, so that the interests 
| of the traveling public shall be considered before the 
| fancies of promoters, but another year's delay so that this 


| end might be attained seems quite unnecessary. 


communications were unaffected by weather conditions, but 


Mr. Sullivan adduces evidence to the contrary. Again, the 
susceptibility of the system to wilful interruption on the 
part of others, whether commercial rivals or national 
enemies, is а serious drawback. If any means of over- 
coming this is in existence, where is an account of it to be 
found? Mr. Sullivan draws attention to the maximum 
speed of wireless telegraphy—25 words per minute—and 
the extreme distance attained in practical work, 300 miles. 


Vol. 50. No. 1,264, Fesauany 14,1902] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 247 


Compare this with the 150 words per minute, or 300 words 
with duplex working, of a submarine cable of equal length! 
The importance of Dr. Lodge’s priority of invention in 
applying an induction coil or step-up transformer in the 
receiving circuit, as now generally used for receiving signals 


over both long and short distances, is also emphasised by | 


Mr. Sullivan. This appliance, which in some form or other, 
having but slight impedance, now exists in most systems 
of wireless telegraphy, is absolutely essential to successful 
working over long distances, and is always beneficial. 


Mr. STROMEYER'S paper before the 
Manchester Section of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers may not have contained much that was 
new or unknown, but matters were presented in a novel and 
interesting light, and various points of practice were brought 
forward from obscurity. He endeavoured to compare the 
expense of keeping boilers with banked fires under steam and 
getting up steam from cold water. The question is com- 
plicated with the Lancashire and water-tube boiler by the 
mass of surrounding fire-brick, but in marine return-tube 
boilers certain trials seem to show tbat in getting up steam 
from cold water the fuel was used at as high an efficiency 
as 80 per cent. On account of the brickwork the Lanca- 
shire boiler will not work at ita full efficiency until the bricks 
are heat-saturated. The marine boiler works at fall effici- 
епсу as ‘soon as it has full steam pressure. Water-tube 
boilers in which steam is got up quickly, may take hours 
to attain their best efficiency, because they have во 
much brickwork to heat up after the boiler is fully hot. 
The author pointe out with some satisfaction, that in recent 
Navy trials, the steam has been got up as quickly as was 
possible. He says of this that there must have been powerful 
circulating pumps to enable it to be done, but he has 
“ never seen any reason why one should not be able with the 
help of pumps to raise steam in this type of boiler with 
‚ great rapidity.” He states further that there is no danger 
to be apprehended where a difference of 100° F. is not 
exceeded, and the whole of the water in a boiler would be 
circulated in 15 minutes by a pump of reasonable dimensions. 
This is a question that has often been dealt with in these 
columns. A large marine boiler holds, perhaps, 3,000 gals. 
of water. This amount would flow through a 4-in. pipe in 15 
minutes, with a head of only about 3 ft. As a pump must only 
circulate the water, and does not do any other work, it is 
evident that a 3-in. centrifugal pump made for volume 
and not for pressure would keep a large boiler at practically 
uniform temperature during steam raising. Indeed, with a 
range of boilers properly connected in series, one pump would 
prevent temperature differences in a whole battery of boilers. 
An equalising steam pipe would also be needed. Where a 
sudden demand for steam is to be expected, of short duration, 
Mr. Stromeyer does not object tocarrying a high water level 
—say up to the top of the gauge glasses—and when the 
larger demand comes on, stopping the feed and letting the 
level drop as low as is safe, thereby increasing the steam out- 
put about 20 per cent. for Lancashire boilers, and at the same 
time using the economisers to generate steam in place of 
warming feed water, bat he does not advise that econo- 
misers should be so treated regularly. Why, however, need 
the economiser be allowed to become so very short of 
water at such a time? It might, perhaps, with 
advantage be allowed to run dry in the top boxes, but 
we see no reason why it should not be kept fed up by the 
amount of evaporation. To do this satisfactorily, there 
should be a steam drum to the economiser, to be used on 
such occasions, the better to collect dry steam and deliver 
it to the boilers. Mr. Stromeyer rightly insists that boiler 
capacity must be sufficient to prevent the necessity of 
forcing, which wastes coal. It is pointedjout that marine 
engines are now run without cylinder lubrication, for the 
moisture in the steam is sufficient. With superheat lubrication 
is necessary, and then there are grease troubles in the boiler, 
and this is a point that must be considered where superheat 
is adopted. Some useful tables of boiler cost and durability 
are given, which may be studied with advantage. 


Steam Boilers. 


s 


SOME RESULTS OF A SECONDARY 
BATTERY IN A TRACTION STATION. 


[COMMUNICATED. | 


THE interest in traction stations with batteries for smoothing 
out the peaks and improving the plant load factor is very 
general at the present time, and no apology need be offered 


by the writer for introducing the subject, especially in vier 


of the paucity of published results. "The writer waa forced 
to consider the question of extensions to a plant already 
supplying a tramway system, where the maximum load on 


. the power house was more than double the mean load, hence 


it was obvious that before purchasing new plant the alterna- 
tive plan of a battery must be seriously considered. 

With a view to seeing what was being done elsewhere the 
writer visited one or two stations where batteries were in 


operation, and in every case the results were satisfactory to 


an almost unexpected degree. The chief features were 
decreased maximum load on the plant, with consequent 
saving in capital, and decreased coal and labour cost, the 
former as a result of improved load factor and the latter 
due to the smaller amount of running plant. 

The line to which the writer particularly refers operated 
а varying number of cars, but generally 24 to 28 cars, with 
some 17,000 to 20,000 car-miles per week. The maximum 
load often reached 410 xw., though this was only momentary, 
while the mean load over the week never exceeded 175 KW., 
and was often less. Under these conditions a battery 
appeared to be a most promising investment, with the added 
inducement of economy in coal and labour. 

The average water consumption of this plant, which, by 
the way, consisted of three 200-kw. steam dynamos, two of 
which were generally operated in parallel, worked out at 
about 58 lbs. per Kw.-hour. In extenuation of this per- 
formance it must be noted that the mean load was less than 
half tbe engine's rated power ; nevertheless, it is not a par- 
ticularly creditable performance. Subsequent tests show 
that the steam consumption with the battery in parallel is 
only about 38 lbs. per Kw.-hour, a performance sufficiently 
good to partly restore one’s confidence in the steam engine 
as an economical iprime mover. 

The station cost approximately £21,000, and the reduc- 
tion of the plant by 30 per cent. consequent upon one unit 
being on the load, instead of two as formerly, one being 
always kept in reserve, meant a reduction of the capital 
charges chargeable against the tramways, as the plant set 
free could be used for other purposes. This reduction was, 
however, nearly offset by the additional capital sunk in the 
battery and booster, hence there was no real saving in capital ; 
there may be in some cases, but on considering the matter 
carefully the writer cannot see much prospect of more than a 
10 per cent. saving on a corresponding steam plant. This 
is not, however, vital. М. 

Ав the plant has not been in operation for a year, actual 
costs over an extended period are not yet available; the 
costs are from week to week fairly uniform, and a typical 
sheet (without the battery) is given below. 
annual charges 

52 
and coal cost xs. per ton delivered; the consumption varied 
from 80 to 84 tons per week, 


The standing charges given are = £263, 


Tanrk I. 

£ s. d. Pence per unit. 
Coal i 211 0 = 349 
Labour sx 2 7 0 = 218 
Repairs ... sis 6 0 0 = COS 
Oil, &c. ... 4 10 0 = 049 

65 8 0 — 711 
Capital charges... 36 6 J — E 
Total ... *. 4101 11 0 —  l1ll 


Units generated per week, 22,000. 

Car- miles per week, 18,400. 

Units per car-mile, 12 at power bouse switchboard. 

Cost of energy per car-mile = 1 31d. 

The cost of introducing a battery and reversible booster, 
including a battery switchboard, was about £6,000. 
Interest and depreciation on these items replaced that 
saved from the supersession of the steam plant. à 


D 


Lm — um PN 


248 


Once running, the plant, from the shift engineer’s point 
of view, was a huge success ; the main ammeter needle did 
not now move more than 7 amperes either way, whereas 
formerly it was ail over the scale every minute or so, 
especially on a Saturday, when heavily loaded cars often had 
to start on a gradient of 1 in 8. 

The most marked decrease was in coal, which came down 
from fully 80 tons to about 55 tons. One boiler and one 

‘fireman and a trimmer did the work formerly done by two 
boilers and two firemen with a trimmer. 

So far as we have been able to measure the proportion of 
the energy passed through the battery, this appears to be 


about 16 per cent. of the total units sent out from Ше. 


station ; the losses due to the battery are, therefore, small 
compared with the total. This is apparent, for, although the 
battery efficiency is in the region of 85 per cent., the ratio of 
units sent out of station to units generated is soinetimes over 
90 per cent. | 


Much has been said of the energy required to drive the 


reversible booster; this has been put at all sorte of extrava- 
gant figures, but the writer finds it to be about 24 per 
cent. of the units generated. On week days, when the 
fluctuations of the traction load are not so violent as on 
Saturdays, it is even less than 2 per cent., hence, on a line 
with fewer gradients, the latter figure would probably prove 
the average. 

In order to keep the additional battery records, especially 
as the battery room is not very convenient to the engine 
room, an attendant is employed, which adds £1 per week to 
the costs. This, although a small amount, could probably 
be saved in the majority of stations; it might, however, be 
added to the chief engineer's salary, on the principle, “ Unto 
him that hath shall be given.” 

A typical week’s cost sheet is given below, the figures 
relating to a week when the car-miles were almost the same 
as for the week quoted in Table I. :— 


TABLE II. 

£ s. d. Penoe per unit. 
Coal or . 22 9 0 = :224 
Labour ... 18 11 0 = 186 
Repairs ... 510 0 = "055 
Oil, &c. ... зоо = 03 
49 10 0 = 495 
Capital charges... 34 12 O0 = 346 
£84 2 0 = '841 


Units generated per week, 24,010. 
Car-miles per week, 18,412. 
. Units per car-mile = 13 generated. 
j j = 12 at switchboard. 
Cost of energy per car-mile — 1:09 pence. 
units at switchboard 


Ratio — ——.--—— 


- -.. == 92 per cent. 
units generated pe 


This 8 per cent. loss appears as energy to drive booster, 
loss in battery, and minor losses. The net reduction in cost 
per unit generated amounted to about 24 per cent., a very 
substantial reduction; but this was reduced by losses in the 
battery, &c., to a reduction of 16:2 рег cent. in the cost of 
energy per car-mile, a very substantial saving after paying 
all fixed charges on the new plant, being practically an 
increase of nearly £700 per annum on our income, It is 
not all investments in a modern power station which pay as 
well  Lest all should rush for batteries and boosters, it 
must be borne in mind that their advantages decrease 
rapidly where comparatively level lines are operated. | 

The writer knows of several lines operating fully 100 cars 
on level roads where, after having gone into the question, he 
does not consider a battery would be a profitable invest- 
ment; peaks do exist on the station load curve, but they are 
few, and relatively small compared with the mean load. It 
is the relation of the peaks to the mean load which deter- 
mines whether or not a battery would be a paying invest- 
ment. This does not affect the question as to whether or 
not a battery should be placed in a sub-station some dis- 
tance from the power house to take the irregular load due to 
a line stretching some distance into the country and operating 
probably relatively few cars. "This is an entirely different 
question, and is determined by the drop in the rail returns, 
amount of feeder copper, and a variety of other questions, 
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which did not influence the choice of the battery in the 


above case, situated as the power house was near the centre 
of the line. 


rr — — ———— — 


THE LEAKAGE OF CURRENT FROM BURIED 
BARE CONDUCTORS. 


THE entirely novel problems which arise in electric traction 
work from the use of bare conductors in contact with the 
earth throughout their length, and through which large cur- 
rents are carried, are opening up a new line of thought and 
study for electrical engineers, Attention was for many 
years directed principally to the effects of the currents 
locally upon masses of metal already laid in the subsoil 
and the dread that electrolytic action would cause 
serious troubles brought & crop of papers, memoirs and 
articles before the technical reader. A rather more scientific 
turn has been given to the subject by the attention now 
being directed to the leakage paths and the general laws 
which govern them, and the recent paper by Mr. E. Basil 
Wedmore before the Institution of Electrical Engineers is a 
noteworthy contribution to the literature dealing with the 
general question indicated by the heading to this article. The 
paper itself, which has now appeared in abstract in our other 
columns, should be read, to do justice to the author’s present- 
ment of the recent work done in what he is right in regard- 
ing as an important subject, while his closing remarks on 
the Jack of information about it should stimulate the trac- 
tion engineer to apply some of the methods mentioned in 
the paper to its elucidation, as it is only by the accumula- 
tion of data from various systems at work that the correct- 
ness of the theories advanced can be tested. 

Mr. Wedmore’s method of investigation may be classed as 
the magnetic observatory one. Instead of attempting to 
measure pressures or currents, he set to work to find what 
magnetic effects were produced by the earth and return 
currents, using a magnetometer to measure the forces acting 
on the instrument, and from the well-known formule giving 
the magnetic field due to a current in a conductor of great 
length he deduced the current. Other workers on the 
subject, like Mr. E. Parry, have proceeded by measuring the 
fallof pressure along the return path, and employing à magneto- 
meter, and from the measurements obtained have compared 
the current in the line with the total current. A pilot wire 
along the track has also been used to take the potential at 
various points. 

The most interesting contribution to the discussion on the 
paper was made by Mr. A. P. Trotter, who has been kind 
enough to favour us with the illustrations which we reproduce, 
and which represent the three-dimensional models he exhibited 
during the course of his remarks. Although Mr. Trotter 
has shown such models at the Royal Institution and elge- 
where, engineers do not generally seem to have grasped their 
value or the significance of being able to show more than 
can readily be indicated by curves plotted on a plane. By 
their aid it is possible to make some points clear and intelli- 
gible that otherwise ase involved and give rise to lengthy 
explanation. 

Mr. Trotter referred those who were in doubt as to the 
* source and sink theory to a consideration, not merely of 
the earth currents, but to the difference between the currenta 
in the rails of a traction system and in the trolley wire. If, he 
said, the current came back by the rails it would balance 
the outgoing current in the trolley wire, and as earth 
currents have no vertical component the presence of such an 
effect must be due to the trolley-wire current. 

Buried masses of metal formed a conducting system which 
might lie in a current stream. Although normal earth 
currents on a telegraph wire might attain considerable 
values, they could not become large over a few hundred yards 
only. Great care had to be taken to avoid polarisation 
effects, but he had found values, miles away from a line, 
similar to those given by Mr. Wedmore. The only quantity 
measurable was the potential difference or earth-volts, as 
the currents themselves could not be passed through an 
instrument, The sort of thing that took place was indicated 
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by saying that if a tramway was laid down a county might 
be short-circuited as regards earth currents. In taking the 
potential differences, a steel rod } in. diameter and a yard 
long was driven into the earth, but the paths of current-flow 
depended so much upon the condition of the earth that 
_ emptying а bucket of water over the spot being tested 
might completely alter the direction of the current. 

Coming to practical conclusions, Mr. Trotter was not 
quite prepared to agree with Mr. Wedmore as. to the 


Fic. 1. 


advisability of connecting all pipes to the rails of a traction 
system. It was very difficult to know what was meant by the 
term “earth potential" near a tramway. Many engineers 
objected to the connecting of pipes with the rails, while others 
argued that currents which got in were best led: out again 
by a metallic path. 

To investigate the forms of the current paths, adapting a 
suggestion in J. E. Н. Gordon’s“ Electricity and Magnetism,” 
Mr. Trotter soldered 20 pieces of wire along each side of a 
piece of sheet tin and passed one ampere in at each wire, 
taking the whole of the current off by one point. Fig. 1 
shows the result. А B is the line into which the current is 
fed at 20 equi-distant points. 4 is the point at which all 
the current leaves the sheet. The fu!l lines are equi- 
potential lines, as found by a probing galvanometer used as 
detector in the experiment ; the dotted lines are lines of flow 
at right angles to the former and deduced from them. 
Owing to the limited size of the sheet, the conditions are 
artificial, and the lines are distorted near the edges в с and 
с D. The figures represent potential differences. The 


14; 15 15; 16 
Fic. 2. 


probing galvanometer was a Weston low reading instru- 
ment without added resistance reading 4y of a volt to 40? 
deflection. The experiment was a most fascinating one. 
Then an alteration in the points was tried with a view. of 
finding a place free from stream linee—an ideal position for 
a magnetic laboratory if the conditions were realised in 


1016 22 26 30 24 38 42 
= 7 amn 8 


practice. In fig. 2 A B is the line into which current is fed. 
Some of it leaves the sheet at a. At two points on the 
sheet the potential is reduced to “13” by tapping off 
some of thé current, leaving a considerable space at a 
nearly uniform potential of “144.” Fig. 8 is another case 
similar to fig. 1, 4 and B being the line into which the 
current is fed. А and в are pointe at which the current 
leaves the sheet. In this case there is no appreciable dis- 
tortion at the edges. | 


_18 20 ' 20 18 16 10 
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Fia. 3. 

The solid or three-dimensional models are illustrated as far 
as perspective can show them in figa. 4and 5. The first of 
these represents fig. 1, the thickness of the material being 
proportional to the potentials, the dotted lines being current 
streams and the full lines equi-potential surfaces shown on 
end. The current flows down hill in the model in the same 
way as rain drops would run down to the front right-hand 
corner over the curved surface of the solid. The solid model 
then represents the current flow back to the negative earth 
plate at the power house end of the line with a uniform 
loading of сагв on the line. In fig. 5 the solid is typical of 
а line with a negative booster at the far end ; in this case 
(which is shown as plane curves in fig. 3) the flow is from 
the centre in each direction, and the stream lines run from an 
electrical watershed right and left, while a set of the equi- 
potential lines, or surfaces, have tangents at the centre of the 
model in a direction at right angles to those nearer to the 
sinks at either end. This model brings out the interesting 
feature that the normal earth. potential is a plane parallel to 
the base of the model at half its thickness, and the potential 
gradient runs out to a tableland towards the back. 

Mr. Evan Parry referred to his theory mentioned in the 


paper, and said it was formed to account for facts accumu- 


lated from practical sources, and took into consideration the 
relation between surface conductance and internal conduct- 
ance, as well as the exponential character of the factors of 
current and pressure. Leakage was found to be independent of 
weather conditions and location. The earth acted as a solid 
homogeneous conductor, and it was naturally concluded that 
if the equilibrium of the earth's potential was disturbed, the 
earth made use of the whole of its bulk to restore the 
equilibrium. He considered that a portion of a rail was at 
earth's potential, where currents ceased to flow into it, and 
began to flow out. Surfaces at considerable distances under- 
ground were very much larger, and more intimately in con- 
tact than those at less depths, and this line of reasoning 
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served to explain why large masses of metal pipes were of 
little value in adding to the conductance of the earth as a 
whole. 
The homogeneity of the earth was disputed by Mr. S. F. 
Walker, who held that the ground was an aggregation of 
very minute particles of a substance which itself had a high 
resistance, and that it followed that the conductivity actually 
found was due to moisture held in the spaces between the 
particles. The surface of the ground was merely wetted for 
a time, whereas lower layers were permanently moist. Mr. 
H. M. Sayers pointed out that with a network of track 
cross-country currents would invalidate magnetometric 
measurements. Mr. Wedmore stated that the argument in 
favour of his method of measurement was that the curve 
of readings agreed approximately with the kind of curve 
obtained from the power house recording ammeters; at 
night time the readings were small, but all in one direction. 
His intention was to show an agreement between mag- 
netometer measurements and those obtained in other ways. 


THE ECONOMY OF ISOLATED ELECTRIC 
PLANTS. 


Suck is the title of an article in the January number of 
the Engineering Magazine by Mr. I. D. Parsons. 

The author's object is to institute a comparison between 
the costs of generating electrica! energy on the spot and 
taking it from the street mains. It is generally admitted 
that for an installation of, say, 500 16-c.P. lamps, electricity 
can be generated as cheaply by the individual as by the 
public supply company. Consideration of space, convenience, 
vibration, nuisance, &c., however, must be weighed in the 
balances, and these are often of sufficient moment to turn the 
scale in favour of the public supply. 

To take actual examples, however, and attempt 
to ascertain which of the two methods is the more 
economical, one is met at the outset with the difficulty 
that accurate accounts of costs are very rarely kept by 
the owner of a private installation. Не knows in 
an indefinite sort of way (or thinks he knows) whether or 
not his electric light costs him more or less than gas, and 
with that vague knowledge he is generally satisfied. 

In the discussion on Mr. Kapp's paper, read before the 
Society of Arts in 1893, on a similar subject, Mr. Fletcher 
Moulton probably expressed the general attitude of the 
country squire when he said that he retained his peace of 
mind by abstaining from learning how much it cost him to 
make his own electricity. 

А country house installation is usually run more from con- 
siderations of convenience and cleanliness than from the 
economical standpoint. 

It is, however, a matter of some surprise to find that 
shrewd business people, such as large hotel proprietors, pro- 
perty owners, mill owners, manufacturers, and the like, take 
so little pains to ascertain the cost of working their elec- 
trical plants. That this feature is not a characteristic of 
this country only is evidenced by the experiences of the 
author of the article under consideration. Over 250 buildings 
were visited in the effort to obtain reliable figures and the 
conditions of operation. Of this large number only 17 
were found where accurate information in every particular was 
obtainable. Six classes of buildings were taken—viz., office 
buildings, loft buildings, department stores, apartment 
houses, hotels aud clubs. 

In the large New York buildings plant is often put down 
for elevators, heating, refrigerating, ventilation, steam 
cooking, laundry work, &c., fo that the addition of electric 
light plant does not necessarily involve much extra labour. 
In order to allocate the cost of labour, fuel, and other 
expenses, figures were obtained from buildings using steam 
for heating and for house pumps only. It was found that 
the costs per 1,000 cubic ft. heated were practically con- 
stant, and were irrespective of the shape and size of the 
building. As the cost per ton of coal is not given, nor the 
dud covered by the figures, they do not teach us very 
much. 


Full details of the costs of electrical energy, reduced to 
dollars per kilowatt-hour, are given in tabular form, including 
the load factor, size of plant, capacity of storage battery (if 
any), hours of running, Kc. 

Interest is reckoned at 5 per cent. on the capital outlay ; 
depreciation of machinery, 5 per cent.; of boilers, pumps, 
and piping, 8 per cent.; of batteries, 10 per cent. The 
tables and curves would take up too much space to repro- 
duce, and would not, of course, be so useful as figures relating 
to English installations. They are, however, interesting, so 
we give the principal figures only from typical cases, reduced 
to English money. 

An office block, of 11 stories, area ef ground plan 50 ft 
x 120 ft. Electrically lighted throughout, and containing 
four 25-H.P. elevators. Total capacity of generators 260 
KW. Average load = 55. Lighting load factor = 24. 

Output for light per annum 91,804 Kw.-hours; for 

power, 59,760. Cost рег Kw.-hour = 2:85d. This includes 
19,293 Kw.-hours taken from the central statiori service at a 
cost of about £280. If this is deducted, the cost of 
generation is reduced to 2:75d. per unit. 
The whole service from the central station would have 
cost £2,900 per annum, as against about £1,800, or a 
saving of £1,100 per annum in favour of the privately- 
owned plant. This is perhaps the greatest saving shown in 
any of the examples, although some of the others are almost 
equally good. 

An interesting point is brought out as regards what are 
known as loft buildings, which are let off in floors to various 
tenants for manufacturing purposes, The landlord provides 
current for the halls, staircases, and lifts, and the tenants 
pay by meter for the current they use. This is, of course, 
precisely similar to the office block system in vogue in this 
country, but the point brought out is this, that where the 
supply company’s discount varies with the amount used, this 
would be much greater on the total amount, if paid by the 
landlord, than on the smaller amounts paid by the tenants 
individually. In some cases, therefore, it would pay the 
landlord to pay the electricity bill for the whole building, 
and charge his tenants by meter at the central station rates, 

Generally, however, it would pay him better to put down 
a plant.and charge the tenants by meter. In most cases he 
could afford to charge from 10 per cent. to 25 per cent. less 
than central station rates, and still make a profit. 

We are promised a further contribution on the subject, 
when the discussion of buildings used for residential purposes 
will be taken up. 

Since Mr. Kapp's Society of Arts paper, there does not 
appear to have been any serious attempt made to collect and 
publish data referring to the costs of production in isolated 
installations in this country. "The figures in his paper will, 
however, probably still hold good, as the cost per unit in a 
private installation does not fluctuate as in the case of a 
central station, owing to load factor. This is fixed from 
the start, unless, indeed, the plant is put in large enough 
to allow for considerable additions to the installation. 
Assuming, for the purposes of comparison, that the costs 
have not been reduced in the meantime, let us see how these 
compare with central station charges. 

The London G.P.O. plant at that time had a capacity of 
250 KW., with a maximum load of 190 Kw. Total output per 
annum was 660,473 units, at a total cost of 2°475d. per 
unit, including 8 per cent. for interest and depreciation. 
This is considerably less than the average central station 
cost in 1895, and is below the City of London costs to-day. 
If taken from a supply company at an average price of 44d. 
per unit, it would cost the P.O. over £5,500 a year more 
than with their own plant. If supplied on the maximum 


demand system at Sd. and 2d., the difference is only about 


£125 in favour of the private plant. But the supply com- 
pany would only make £570 on a Bill of £7,200, or less 
than 8 per cent, margin to cover all standing charges and 
profit. 

At the Savings Dank, with a 100-Kw. plant, maximum 
load 50 KW., annual output 48,427 units, the total costs on 
the same basis were 3˙428d. per unit. 

At Tussaud's, with a 40-Kw. plant, maximum load 32 KW., 
annual output 72,224 units, the total costs were 3°4d. per 
unit. 

In all these cases, then, apart from the advantages of 
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being independent of any outside company, there is a con- 
siderable saving shown on the home-made current. 

The most remarkable result given was that of Messrs. 
Bainbridge & Co., of Newcastle. With a gas-engine plant 
of 50-KWw. capacity, run practically up to the hilt, as the 
maximum load was 45°6 Kw., the total costs were 1°854d., 
with an output of 50,850 units per annum. 

The present price of electricity in Newcastle is 44d.; but, 
even if the supply company would sell at 3°855d., this would 
mean a logs to the consumer of about £420 a year. 

The above are comparatively large installations; that is, 
above the 500-light limit mentioned at the commencement 
of this article, but, under certain conditions, it can be shown 
that installations on a very much smaller scale can be econo- 
mically worked from a privately-owned plant. 


The consideration of such cases may be left over until we . 


deal with Mr. Parsons’ second article. 


COMPANY AND CONSUMER. 


WE published last week the report of the case of 
Husey v. London Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, 
heard recently by Mr. Justice Kekewich in the Chancery 
Division (see the ELECTRICAL Revirw, January 31st, 
1902), which has since been considered in the Court of 
Appeal. It raised a very interesting point in connection 
with the recovery of charges by an electric lighting company. 
Owing to change of tenants upon premises where electricity 
is supplied, the list 
continual alteration. In addition to this, the diffi- 
culties of the supply company are by no means lessened 
by the unfortunate habit evinced by some consumers of 
vacating premises without paying their debts. In these 
circumstances, supply companies very naturally seek to 
obtain payment before they grant a supply to a fresh tenant, 
The result of an attempt of this kind is well illustrated by 
the case under notice, the facts of which were shortly as 
follows :—The London Electric Supply Corporation had 
for some time supplied electricity upon the usual terms to 
the St. Ermin’s Hotel, Westminster. Until a short while 
ago, this hotel was in the occupation of the Mansions Pro- 
prietary, Limited, who, on January 17th, 1902, owed the 
supply company a large sum in respect of energy supplied. 
On that date, a Receiver, appointed by the Court of Chancery 
on behalf of the debenture holders, entered into possession of 
the premises. The supply company demanded payment of 
the debt in question, and threatened to switch off 
the supply unless the debt was discharged. . In con- 
sequence of this the Receiver applied to Mr. Justice 
Kekewich claiming an injunction to restrain the 
supply company from refusing to give him a supply. Mr. 
Justice Kekewich granted the injunction, saying that in 
his view the company had no right to resort to such means. 
He apparently based his judgment upon the fact that the 
Receiver was a new tenant whocould not be held responsible 
to the company for the liabilities of the outgoing tenant. 

It is interesting, and not altogether unprofitable, to inquire 
into the reasons which led the learned judge to come to this 
conclusion. | 

The circumstances under which a supply company are 
entitled to cut off the current from a consumer’s premises are 
set forth in the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (45 and 46 
Vict. c. 56 Sec. 21), which provides that if any local 
authority, company, or person neglect to pay any charge for 
electricity or any other sum due from em to the undertakers 
in respect of the supply of electricity to such local authority, 
company, or person, the undertakers may cut off such supply, 
and for that purpose may cut or disconnect any electric line 
or other work through which electricity may be supplied, 
and may, until such charge or other sum, together 
with any expenses incurred by the undertakers in cutting off 
such supply of electricity as aforesaid, are fully paid, but no 
longer, discontinue the supply of electricity to such local 
authority, company, or person. 

It is clear that this section has no application to the case 
under review, if it be certain that the Receiver, on behalf of 
the debenture holders, does not stand in the shoes of the 


of consumers is subjected to 


company itself. This is, in reality, the vital point in the 
case, for the Gas Works Clauses Act, 1871 (34 and 35 Vict. 
c. 41, S. 39), which is incorporated with the Electric 
Lighting Acts, provides that, in case any consumer of gas 
supplied by the undertakers leaves the premises where such 
gas has been supplied by him, without paying the gas rent 
or meter rent due from him, the undertakers shall not be 
entitled to require from the next tenant of such premises the 
payment of the arrears left unpaid by the former tenant, 
unless such incoming tenant has undertaken with the former 
tenant to pay or exonerate him from the payment of such 
arrears. If, then, the London Electric Supply Corporation 
can establish that the plaintiff in the case under notice is not 
a new tenant, but that, in his capacity as Receiver, he 
occupies the premises in question on behalf of the company, 
we anticipate that they will not be affected by the above 
provision. The view that a Receiver is a new tenant does 
not appear to us to be in accordance with the authorities. 

In the case of Paterson v. the Gas Light and Coke 
Company, Limited (1896), 2 Ch. 476), a gas company, 
under Sec. 16 of the Gas Works Clauses Act, 1847, had 
power to stop gas from entering the premises of persons who 
had been supplied with gas and who had neglected to pay 
for the rent due for it. Under Sec. 18 of its private Act of 
1872, in case any consumer should leave the premises where 
gas had been supplied to him without paying the rent due 
to the company, the company could not require from the 
next tenant payment of the arrears unless (inter alia) the 
incoming tenant should continue the trade or business of the 
outgoing tenant, and should have paid a consideration for so 
doing. A mill company had been supplied with gas on 
their premises, and owed to the gas company arrears of rent. 
The plaintiffs were appointed by the Court receivers and 
managers of the business of the mill company on behalf of 
debenture holders, who entered into possession of the pre- 
mises and carried on business there. It was decided that 
whether or not the plaintiffs were occupiers of the premises 
so as to have the right themselves, apart from the mill com- 
puny, to require a supply of gas, the gas company had a 
right to refuse to give it until the arrears of rent were paid. 
Lord Lindley, in the course of his judgment, said :— 
* Receivers and managers on behalf of debenture holders, 
whether appointed under a deed or by the Court, are in the 
position of caretakers as regards the mortgagor company, 
and their entering on the premises makes no change of 
possession, The plaintiffs therefore are not incoming 
tenants within the meaning of Sec. 18 of the Act of 1872, 
and that section was not applicable to tbe case." 

It is difficult to see how Mr. Justice Kekewich differ- 
entiated the above case from that of Mr. Husey. Не 
seems to have been in the position of a Receiver on behalf of 
the debenture holders, and apparently carries on the same 
business as had been previously carried on in the hotel. 
Further, it seems somewhat arbitrary to restrain a company 
from refusing to supply electricity, an injunction of that 
kind being, in effect, a mandatory injunction ordering the 
company to grant a supply. The above view was accepted 
in the Court of Appeal, the Lords Justices suying that 
whether the old contract continued, or there was a change 
of occupation, the defendant Corporation ought not to have 
been restrained from cutting off the supply of electric light. 
The appeal was, therefore, allowed, the injunction was dis- 
charged, the motion was dismissed with costs, and the 
respondents were ordered to pay the costs of the appeal. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A Perfect Wheatstone Bridge. 


Opinions will differ as to what constitutes а perfect 
Wheatstone bridge, but, leaving aside the arrangement of 
the plugs, if we have a bridge that will give accurate values 
without any calculation over the ordinary range of tempera- 
ture, and if, moreover, we are able to use the bridge for D. 
or standard units in an equally simple manner, and, wh; 
more, if our old bridges will do these things witho 
change in their construction, we shall have arrived 


252 Ё THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. vol. 50. No. 1,264, Ғвввсавт 14, 1902. 


fection, I think. There are thousands of bridges in use to 
which these remarks apply. | 

For some time I have used a bridge doing these things, 
and the more I use it the more does its value appear. | 

In the bridges as hitherto made, the wire in each coil of 
the arms and variable resistance is made of the same alloy, so 
that it shall vary uniformly, and may be approximately 
corrected by observing the temperature of the coils. If, 
however, we make the coils in thearm, A, of the bridge, that 
is, the set of ratio coils on the line side, of wire whose 
resistance does not vary through the ordinary range of tem- 
peratures, we shall have no occasion to observe the tempera- 
ture of the coils. The bridge becomes self-correcting, 
whatever be the alloy, or metal, of which the coila are made, 
во long as they are all of the same material, and this for any 
ratio of the arms. 

For the purpose I use a small box containing 10", 100", 
1,000", 10,000" coils of manganin, this alloy having prac- 
tically no temperature coefficient for the ordinary range of 
temperature. | 

There are several useful purposes which these extra coils 
may serve; for example, if they àre adjusted to standard 
ohms, we can convert at once,a bridge in B.A. units, into 
standard units, and if these coils are adjusted for B.A. units, 
we can convert a standard units bridge into B.A. units. 
. Again the range of the bridge is greater, since we can have 


ratios of 2,000" to 1,000", &c. Also, the resistance 


available in D can be increased by at least 1,110". A 
further advantage is that the two arms of the ordinary 
bridge can be compared and verified, and the bridge with 
its own arms can at all times be compared and checked 
with the manganin coils. 

The value of these points at cable stations and on board 
cable ships will, I think, be especially appreciated. 


Jno. Gott. 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


` I should like to express my entire agreement with your 
editorial remarks on this matter, except that while it is all 
very well to say that à motor which will not stand breaking 
its shunt is no class, there are many cases where motors, 
having their insulation thoroughly sound when sent out from 
the factory, have got damp in time (you can talk to some 


people till you are tired, about keeping motors clean and dry), 


and while the insulation still remains sufficient for its circuit, 
breaking the shunt is likely to pierce the insulation in an 
awkward place; this danger arises when the resistance 
between a field coil and frame is of the order of 1 megohm, 
say, of a 20-H.P. motor. On proceeding to test a machine, the 
first thing to do is to ascertain the present value of the various 
insulations by any convenient method (Evershed ohmmeter, 
voltmeter, or galvanometer) To break the shunt circuit 
must be regarded as bad advice. No one who has had any- 
thing to do with motors or magnets of any kind should be 
without a small compass needle; a good one can be got for 
less than 1&, in a case of about the diameter of this coin, 
and perhaps ]-in. thick; the representative of the supply 
authority may reasonably be expected to be acquainted with 
the main principles of the magnetic circuit. However, likely 
enough, there is much less danger in breaking the shunt of 
modern multipolar machines than in the case of the heavy 
wrought-iron magnets of the Kapp bipolar pattern, because 
the E.M.F. is more split up, and the insulation, perhaps, 
disposed in a superior manner. 

The simplest way to avoid movement of the armature 
when trying the shunt, may be to rock the brushes into the 
position of minimum torque, so that the armature will 
not move when the starter is on the first stop, or better, 
follow the advice to remove “ armature main," but fail not to 
connect it up again through a glow lamp or other resistance. 
There is something the matter with hint No. 8; surely the 
writer means gramme where he suys drum. I have known 
many а gramme ring armature run with a short in it, but 
never a drum. Almost any armature suffering from a dis- 
connection in the winding will run with periodic flashing at 


the commutator indicating a break. Of course, the field 
connections of a machine must be interrupted, preferably at, 
both electrodes, when mechanically driving it for the purpose 
of truing the commutator. If anyone wants instances of 
motors breaking down through the disruptive E.M.F. made 
on breaking the shunt, ask the people who supplied a couple 
of dozen or more motors to the — Bridge Building 
Works. In some places it has been the practice to keep the 
shunts always on to the dynamo, whether the motor is work- 
ing or not; but this wasteful precaution is unnecessary, now 
that proper starting switches for shunt motors can be 
obtained. 

In conclusion, attention might be called to an article that 
went through the Mechanical Engineer, of Manchester, for 
March, 1900, where some notes on the practical testing of 
machines are to be found. 


N. С. W. 


Is Visions About? 


The other day a consulting engineer visited my station, 
and, catching sight of a “hedgehog” transformer, he 
astounded me by asking, What is the /asis of that obsolete 
apparatus, and what its posof ? ” 

Ав a reader of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW for many years 
past, I would ask you, Sirs, what the gentleman wished me 
to understand by such an extraordinary inquiry ; and why 
should a hedgehog " give rise to it? | 
Shift Engineer. 


[We expect the consulting engineer had been reading Mr. 
Swinburne’s humorous lecture before the Physical Society, 
in conjunction with the leading article which appeared the 
following week in an esteemed contemporary. 

It is only physicists who find Mr. Swinburne’s paper 
difficult to understand, for his factors are not only analogous 
to those used in electricity, but also to those used in other 
branches of physics. For instance, the conduction of ‘heat 
is merely the flow of posof down tasis’ Conductivity of 
posot follows Ohm’s law, and the capacity of a body for 
posot is constant. 

* A conductor," says our contemporary, “at any given 
difference of electric potential conveys a current proportional 
to that potential difference ; and a conductor at any given 
difference of /asis transmits posot proportional to that 
difference." 

Mr. Swinburne defines heat energy as posot in a condition 
of tasis. “ But what," asks our contemporary, is posot ? " 
We can only refer such queries to Mr. Macfarlane Gray, 
who seems to have found some “although undisclosed." 

We hope “Shift Engineer" is satisfied with this very 
simple explanation, although, as Mr. Swinburne confesses, 
it is “not very easy to express in words, and would bz 
still more difficult to express mathematically.” — Eps. ELEC. 
REV. | 


Jointless Car Cables, Patent No. 12,862. 


I notice in your last issue of February 7th a letter from 
Mr. L. D. Collins criticising my patent. He evidently is 
not in full possession of the particulars of this jointless 
cable, nor has he compared the system suggested with the 
one he calls his own. It is evident that he has not under- 
stood the idea of the invention. 

His system, which consists in simply pulling out a loop 
from one of the cables in the hose, is, as he mentions, too 
simple to patent, and, I would suggest, an exceedingly bad 
one to use. Ву simply pulling out this loop twice the cross- 
section of the cable necessary for conveying the current is 
uncovered at the point where it is most liable to injury. 

In my system the exposed section із made up of one cable 
looped of half the cross-section of that necessary to carry the 
current, which gives it greater flexibility. 

Mr. Cullins happens to be entirely wrong as regards his 


remarks of a theorist’s work, as it is the wiring of hundreds 


of cars which first gave the idea of the patent. | 
I may mention that the jointless car cable has been 
favourably criticised by the best consulting engineers, and 


amongst the other great advantages claimed for it is the 


— — = =- — 
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fact that it can be produced at a cheaper rate than the car 
cables which are generally used at the present day. 


The Patentee. 
London, February 11th, 1902. | 


Soldering Fluids. 


We notice in your last issue a letter from some soap- 
makers claiming to be the makers of the Burnley soldering 
paste. They are, however, mistaken, and we shall be glad if 
you will insert this letter. | xa de a | 

We do not know what the paste is they are making, ag we 
have never heard of it before, but it certainly is not 
Burnley's rozinal soldering paste, which is an American 
patented product, and is so called from the name of the 
inventor. Ав“ H. F. T." states, it had been used for seven 
or 10 years in America previous to its introduction by us 
into this country. During the whole of this time the 
inventor has been striving to overcome all objectionable 
features, and we think he has succeeded. With regard to 
your correspondent's query, we may say that amongst an 
enormous list of users we are supplying some of the largest 
cable-makers, and it is quite suitable for use on insulated 
wires as well as for all soldering work. 

We are the sole selling agents for England and Europe. 


Beanland, Perkin & Co. 


LEGAL. | р 


GIBBS v. CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL BroRAGE Company, LIMITED. 


JUDGMENT was given in this case on Thursday last week. 

The MASTER OF THE ROoLLs said there was no dispute as to the 
fact that the defendante owed the price of the sulphuric acid, and 
the whole question turned on the counterclaim. Plaintiffs 
strenuously denied that there was any hydrochloric acid in the 
sulphuric acid, and that issue, to some extent, obscured the other 
issue, which turned out in the end to be the really important опе, 
namely, whether, taking it that hydrochloric acid was present, it 
caused the damage which was alleged to have been occasioned to 
the batteries. The point as to whether the sulphuric acid con- 
tained hydrochloric е was decided. by the learned judge against 
the plaintiffs It wad quite clear that the sulphuric acid delivered 
by the plaintiffs was uniform in the sense that it contained a per- 
centage of 25 of hydrochloric acid. Then came the question as to 
what the effect of this was on the defendants’ batteries. One party 
named Edmundson had taken a contract to make an electric instal- 
lation in a house at Drayton Park, and Edmundson contracted 
with the defendants for the supply of the electric storage batteries, 
consisting of 51 cells. In order to set these batteries ia action, 
Edmundson used the sulpburic acid supplied by the plaintiffs, and 
at once there was evidence of the presence of the hydrochloric acid. 
The fumes given off were so strong that the men who had to 
conduct the operations were obliged to stop working for a 
time. Under these circumstances there was no doubt that 
the managing director of the delendant company was very 
strongly impressed with the fact that irreparable injury had 
been done to the batteries, but though he wrote a letter to that 


effect, he pursued the installation and the battery was placed in 


action and subjected to tests. It was found that the battery fell 
short of the contracted standard, but there were two reports made 


by the defendants' engineer, which were very important, because. 


the case for the syndicate was that immediately upon the first con- 
tact of hydrochloric acid with the plates in the cells irretrievable 
damage was done. The iostallation took place about the middle of 
December, and these reports which were made in February and 
March did not support the contention that the cells were completely 
destroyed. Five-sixths of the cells were found quite up to the 
standard. As it was said the battery was deficient in power, 
another battery was substituted for it. Perfectly pure sulphuric 
acid was used in connection with that battery, but it was found that 
the second battery also fell short of the standard, and it had to be 
strengthened by fresh cells. In July the first battery was broken 


up and destroyed, and it was very unfortunate that when this battery 


was taken back to the defendants’ works it was not submitted to 
testa and experiments by experts. 'The case had, therefore, to be 
dealt with in the absence of such evidence. The burden was un- 
doubtedly on the syndicate to show that the bydrochloric acid 
destroyed the batteries. It was suggested by the plaintiffs that the 
mischief was in the cells and not in the acid. 
which were shown in the cells were not against the theory that the 
mischief was not due to one uniform cause, bnt that the plates. 
themselves were to blame for the deficiency in the strength of the 
batteries. As the burden was on the syndicate of proving that the 


plates had been destroyed by the acid, and as there was not suffi- · 


cient evidence to establish this fact, he thought Mr. Justice 
Bigham had taken a perfectly sound view of the case, and the 
ap would accordingly be dismissed. 

rds Justices Romer and Mathew concurred. 


The differences. . 


THs LONDON ELECTRIO SUPPLY CORPORATION v. DAVIS. 


In the Chancery Division on Friday last, before Mr. Justice 
Kekewich, Mr. Cartmell said he had a motion in the matter of the 
London Electric Supply Corporation v. Davis, the object of which 
was to restrain the defendant from taking electric energy from any 
other company or persons in breach of an agreement he had 
entered into with the plaintiffs. Mr. Clayton appeared on the 
other side, and had consented to an injunctiun in the terms of the 
notice of motion, the motion to be treated as the trial of the aotion. 
His Lordship made an order upon the terms agreed. P 


New BmorHERTON Tuse Company v, Isaacs, GRIFFITHS & Sons. 


Last week in the Court of Appeal, consisting of the Master of the 
Rolls, and Lords Justices Romer and Mathew, the appeal of the 
plaintiffs in this case—for an injanction restraining the defendants 
from copying their catalogue of enamelled stcel tubes—from a 
decision of Mr. Justice Jelf refusing to grant such injunction, was 
disposed of. | 

Mr. С. H. Surrg (with him Mr. D. Woodcock), for the appellants, 
said his clienta were prepared to accept the hearing of the appeal as 
a trial of the action. The defendants had copied the plaintiffs’ 
trade catalogue, inserting in their own the same blocks and prices 
even as were contained in the plaintiffs, although the book was 
registered at Stationers’ Hall. The production of the catalogue put. 
the plaintiffs to a great expense, therefore, as there had been an 
infringement of the plaintiffs' copyright, the learned Judge should 
have granted the injunction. i f 

Mr. Di8TURNAL, for the respondents, said that the infringement 
complained of was a case of the de minimus order. The defendants 
had agreed to a perpetual injunction on certain terms which he had 
suggested in reference to the infringement complained of. 

e plaintiffs’ counsel then said that if the defendants brought 
out a second catalogue, another action for infringement would be 
instituted against them. Thereupon they declined to adhere to the 
terms they had offered. 

The learned Judge thereupon refused the injunction. 

The MasTEB OF THE ROLLS, in giving judgment, said he thought 
that the mind of thelearned Judge below had been somewhat 
coloured by what had been stated in the course of the arguments, 
and especially by the offer made on behalf of the defendants. 
The Court must differ from the order made refusing an injunction 
in acase which was clearly one of infringement of plaintiffs’ copy- 
right in their business catalogue. The injunction asked for in 
regard to two catalogues would be allowed, with costs there, and in 
the Court below. 

Lords Justices Romer and Mathew concurred. 


HusEx v. THE LoNDON ELECTRIC SUPPLY CORPORATION. 


IN the Court of Appeal, composed of Lords Justices Vaughan- 
Williams, Stirling, and Cozens-Hardy, on Wednesday last week, the 
case of Husey v. The London Electric Supply Corporation came on 
for hearing on the appeal of the defendants in the action from an 
order of Mr. Justice Kekewich restraining them from cutting off the 
supply of electric energy to Bt. Ermin's Hotel, Westminster. The 
Mansions Proprietary, Limited, were the owners of the hotel, and 
they issued “А ” debenture stock to the amount of £75,000. The 
defendants supplied the company with electric light under an agree- 
ment which gave the company the power to discontinue the supply 
if the consumer should make default in payment of the amount due 
from the Mansions Company. The plaintiff had been appointed 
receiver and manager of the hotel on behalf of debenture holders, 
and on defendants threatening to cut off the supply of electricity if 
the arrears remained unpaid, plaintiff obtained an ex parte injunc- 
tion. Mr. Justice Kekewich held that, although the plaintiff must 
make a fresh application for a supply, the defendants must be 
restrained until the application was made. Defendants contended 
that this was a hardship on them because, if the supply was cut off, 
they would be at once paid. Plaintiff's submission was that he was 
not bound by the old agreement, because he was a new owner and 
occupier, but, as a rejoinder, defendants put forward a case in which 
it was held by the Court of Appeal that a receiver was a mere care- 
taker. Mr. Laurence, K.C., and Mr. Cartmell appeared for the 


` appellants, and Mr. Warrington, K.C., and Mr. Mitchell for the 


respondent. 


At the conclusion of the arguments of counsel, Lord Justice 
VAUGHAN-WILLIAMS, in giving judgment, said he would assume that 
there was a new occupation by the plaintiff as Receiver, and that 
the occupation of the Mansions Proprietary, Limited, had come to 
an end. That was the contention of the plaintiff, which put him 
in the best position. His Lordship's opinion was that етеп if the 
contention was correct, the Receiver was not entitled to any supply 
of electric lighting unless and until he made à new contract with 
the defendant corporation. If one had to suppose that the old 
contract between the defendants and the Mansions Proprietary, 
Limited, continued, there could be no doubt that the defendant 
corporation were entitled to cut off the supply of electricity, 
because of the default made in payment of the account by the 
Mansions Proprietary, Limited. Under those circumstances, it 


` seemed to his Lordship that whichever way it was put, it was not 


right to grant the injunction restraining the defendants from cutting 
off the electricity. His opiuion was that the Receiver was not 
entitled to any supply of electricity unless and until he had made 
a contract with the defendant corporation for that supply, and as 
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he had not made that eontract, he was not entitled to restrain the 
defendants from cutting off the supply. 

The other Lords Justices concurred, and the appeal accordingly 
was allowed, the injunction granted by Mr. Justice Kekewich being 
discharged, the respondent being directed to pay the costs in the 
Court below and of the appeal. 

Lord Justice VauGHANR-WILLIAMS advised counsel for the respon- 


dent to treat the motion as the trial of action, but the learned 


gentleman said his client was not in Court, and he should not 
like to take the responsibility of consenting to that course in his 
absence. 


RarrkR v. THE NoRwicH ELECTRIO Tramway COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


In the Court of Appeal, consisting of the Master of the Rolls and 
Lords Justices Romer and Mathew, Mr. F. Low, on behalf of the 
defendant company, moved on Thursday last week for a stay of 
execution in this case, which was heard before Mr. Justice 
Grantham and a jury at the Norwich Assizes, and which resulted 
in a verdict for the plaintiff for £850 damages. The learned 
Judge refused to grant the stay, and as the defendants intended to 
appeal they now made this application. The action was brought to 
recover damages for personal injuries sustained by the plaintiff, a 
veterinary surgeon, as alleged, through the negligence of one of the 
defendants’ servants, and the question, the learned counsel 
remarked, was one of considerable importance to tramway com- 
panies in general. It was not disputed that the action was brought 
about by the plaintiff's horse taking fright, but it was said that the 
animal was scared by the defendants’ driver not stopping the car or 
by the bell or gong which these cars have to carry. On the con- 
elusion of the plaintiffs evidence, he (the learned counsel) sub- 
mitted that there was no case of negligence on the of the 
driver, but the learned Judge allowed the matter to go to the jury, 
with the result that a verdict was given for the plaintiff. The 
ground of the present application was that if the damages were 
handed over to the plaintiff and the defendants were successful on 
appeal, there would be little cbance of their recovering the 
money. Plaintiff had no assistance in his business, and he resided 
in a small village outside Norwich, the rateable value of his house 
being £17, and that of a piece of land adjoining £16. The 
defendants were quite willing to bring the £850 into Court and to 
pay over the costs to the plaintiff on the usual undertaking that 
they be returned in the event of the appeal being successful. 

The MASTER оғ THE ROLLS said the defendants might have the 
stay on bringing the amount of damages into Court, the costs of the 
trial to be paid over to the plaintiff's solicitor on the usual under- 
taking. It was understood that the appeal would be entered at 
once by defendants. 


IN re THE CHaniNG Cross AND STRAND ELECTRICITY SUPPLY 
COBPORATION, LIMITED. 


IN the King's Bench Division last week, before the Lord 
Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Ridley, Mr. Darby moved for 
a rule nisi calling upon one of the aldermen sitting at the 
Guildhall Justice Room to show cause why a mandamus should 
not issue commanding him to state a case for the opinion of this 
Court. The applicants, the Charing Cross and Strand Electricity 


Corporation, Limited, were summoned before the alderman for not : 


giving notice to the district surveyor, under Section 200 of the 
London Building Act of 1894, of their beginning to execute a work 
which it was said was a structure or erection within the meaning of 
the statute of which notice should be given. The work in question 
Wis а street inspection box, which was merely an enlargement of 
the pipe or conduit along which the cable was carried, and the 
learued counselsaid that if it was held to come within the Act, 
then the whole conduit pipe might be said to do во. The Alderman, 
however, held that the offence was proved, fined the Supply Cor- 
poration 40s. and costs, and refused to state a case raising the ques- 
tion of law. 
A rule nisi was granted. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electric Pinnace for Natal.— The Thames Valley 
Launch Company, Limited, have just secured an order from the 
Natal Government for a 32 ft. electric pinnace. The boat is 
designed to run a considerable distance at a good speed, and for use 
in rough water. She will be titted with patent gear (W. Rowland 
Edwards's pateut), by which one wheel lor lever switches on the 
current aud regulates everything, including steering. Great 
mechanical advantages are said to be obtained by this invention, 
which will be exhibited at the Boating Exhibition which opens at 
Earl's Court on March Ist. The accumulators will be fitted with 
patent non-corrodible connectors, making a perfectly acid proof 
joint. The company have also secured an order for an electric 
launch for Naples, and five others, electric and petrol, for use on 
the Thames, including a 45 ft. boat for a private owner. They 
have also on hand some additions to their own tleet of letting- 
out boats which will then number over 40 vessels. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


Wasz nme Fes. 12тн, 1901. 


Wir mme Fes. 11ти, 1902. 


Adelaide  .. 2s Value £150 Alexandria .. А .. Value £42 
Boca. Teleg. mat. .. 189 Amsterdam.. oo . -- 50 
Bombay ae oe ee ee 120 Beira.. ee ee 53 
Bremen ee ee ee ee 68 Bombay oe oe oe 38 
Buenos Ayres T T . 1,479 Buenos Ayres = ЕН . 809 
"я Teleg. mat.. 522 es Teleg. cable .. 276 
1 Teleph fittings 1, 170 | Calcutta’... be м. . 656 
Calcutta LE 1 ee ee ee 669 Lil Teleg. mat. ee 150 
Cape Town. ie as 981 | i Teleg. wire .. ve 59 
ii Teleg. mat. .. 1,269 Cape Town .. s. . 482 
$$ Teleg. cable . 180 Channel Islands .. è 294 
Colombo ae ee ee ee 20 | inde ee ee ee . 98 
Copenhagen is 88 Colombo. Teleg. mat. .. . 945 
Demerara .. ра M. . 661 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire . 116 
eo ee ee 260 Durban ee ee ee ee 1,211 
East London й ae x 8 East London oe © Р 96 
Gibraltar ee ee ee ee 19 Gibraltar ee ee .9 ГЕ] 16 
Madras ys es ee Ка 48 n Teleg. mat. .. 85 
Melbourne .. us Li .. 409 Hamburg .. js ке oe 40 
Monte Video. Teleg. mat. 100 Hobart. Teleg. mat. .. ве 36 
Port Elizabeth  .. ae .. 142 Hong Kong.. "m 9900 
o Janeiro. A M: ai 18 Lisbon ie 50 
Shanghai... os TT .. 122 Melbourne .. 500 
A 28 tons old cable wire — O » 120 
Sydney ee ee ee ee 460 1 Perth oe oe ee 140 
Trieste. Teleg.cable .. , 645 Port Elizabeth .. ws 510 
| Rosario. Teleg. mat. .. 828 
i Teleg wire 7,800 
| Shanghai ..  .. 42 
Singapore oe eo 776 
Suez. Teleg. mat. 144 
| бтп КА 134 
| в ee ee ee e 21 
Є Teleg. mat. 659 
| Yokohama .. ee oe 8,922 
Total oo 29, 602 Total T £19,910 

Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Brisbane. Elec. goods. Value £89 Colombo. Elec. Cable Value £38 
0 Durban, Telepb. wire .. . 308 


Gothenburg. Elec. mat. oe 
Perth. Elec. goods : 


Total oe Total oe ee #846 


Cable Calculator.—From Messrs, Isidor Frankenburg, 
Limited, of Salford, we have received а very handy Cable Calcu- 


. lator,” by means of which it is possible to easily and accurately 


calculate the cost of any length of any size, or class of wire and 
cable, whose listed price is between £15 and £650 per mile. In 
regard to the method of using the “Calculator,” it is only necessary 
to place the price per mile—which will be found on one or other of 
the sides of the inner slide—opposite the required length (as given 
at the upper, or lower, edges of the opening in the outside cover) ; 
and the gross price for such length will be found between the short 
black lines at either of the two upper, or lower, windows, according 
as the length needed is on the upper, or lower, edge of the opening. 
This “ Calculator " will be of service to engineers in making calcu- 
lations for estimates and tenders. 


Manchester Switehgear.—One of the largest switch- 
boards contracts has recently been placed with Messrs. Ferranti, 
of Hollinwood, by the Manchester Corporation. This contract 
includes a switching gear for a capacity of 12,000 н.р. to be 
generated at the new Stuart Street Station, and it also includes com- 
plete high and low tension equipment for 10 sub-stations, which are 
to contain motor-generators for traction and lighting loads. The 
whole is to be delivered complete in nine months. This is a typical 
example of the progress made in this country by large contractors. 
Messrs. Ferranti’s, anticipating a large demand in the future for 
their well-known apparatus, are equipping an extensive building 
with the latest machinery, and by introduction of the most a ved 
methods of production, will be in a position to meet any for 
switchgear required by power transmission and distribution 
schemes. Their new building will be large enough to engage over 
500 men. It is expected that this new factory will be in complete 
working order within six weeks. It is with satisfaction that we 
note that the switchgear industry in this country is being dealt 
with in a way that will ensure economical production, and will 
maintain the supremacy in design, which has hitherto been the 
characteristic of British production. 


May-Oatway Apparatus on the Liverpool Overhead. 
—The Dingle Station on the Liverpool Overhead Railway, which 
was damaged by the serious fire on December 23rd last, was 
reopened for traffic on Monday. The station has been supplied 
with the May-Oatway automatic fire alarm. On Saturday afternoon 
last the fire alarm system was subjected to experimental tests in the 
presence of a party of representatives of insurance and industrial 
companies, among them being Messrs. E. J. Hidden (National 
Telephone Company), and J. W. Cooper (British Westinghouse 
Company), the party forming a committee of investigation. Before 
beginning the tests, Mr. S. B. Cottrell, general manager of the Over- 
head Railway, stated that the desire of the patentees of the fire- 
detecting apparatus and of the directors of the Overhead Railway 
Company was to demonstrate that the system worked satisfactorily, 
and for that purpose an independent committee had been appointed 
to inspect the apparatus. Test fires were then lighted in a signal 
box and at the Park Road entrance to the station. In each case the 
alarm worked promptly. In a few seconds the fire signals were 
operated, and the indicators showed the place of the outbreak. A 
full equipment of fire-extinguishing apparatus has been supplied 
by Mr. B. Richard Isaac, Liverpool. The station has been refitted 
as far as was necessary, aud is lighted both by electricity and incan- 
descent gas lamps. | 
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Acetylene Gas for Power.—A series of tests were 
made on January 29th at the oflices of the Acctylene Stores, 
Limited, under the direction of Mr. Stephen Earl, with a new 
apparatus for using acetylene gas. We are informed that acetylene 
will not burn in a Bunsen burner, but will produce smoke. In the 
tests named, acetylene gas generated from carbide wascarried through 
vessels containing liquid hydrocarbon, the nature of which was not 
stated, and we can only surmise it to be one of the petroleum 
extracts that has the power of mixing with acetylene. The generator . 
is of the holder type with two retort boxes for continuous working. 
The acetylene generated can be used in the ordinary manner if 
desired, or it сап be led through the carburcttor and burned as а 
blue Bunsen flame for heat or, with the addition of a mantle, for 
light. The flame, as seen by us, was a perfectly blue Bunsen tlame, 
and the light given by the mantle— Voelker's mantle was used — was 
clear and smokeless. It is also cliimed that the mixture, be it a 
mechanical or a chemical union of the acetylene with the hydro- 
carbon, can be employed in the gas engine with good results. Thus, 
the system is specially suitable either for incandescent lighting or 
for gas-gencrated electric lighting. The new system caused 
considerable interest to those present at the test, und we under- 
stand that the owning syndicate are laying down plant at their 
works at Hacknéy to manufacture generators and carburettors 
under their patents in ofder to put their apparatus on the market. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. — At Exeter Bankruptcy 
Court on Friday, Mr. Н. G. Massingham, formerly an electrical 
engineer at Bath, Taunton and Exeter, who had also been connected 
witb some large boot companies at Excter, Taunton, and Torquay, 
pede for his discharge from bankruptcy. Mr. Clarke (Taunton) 

appeared for the debtor. The Official Receivers report slowed 
that the debtor's assets were not sufficient to pay 10s. in the £, that 
he had omitted to keep proper books of accounts, and had continued 
trading after knowing himself to be insolvent. His conduct during 
the proceedings had been satisfactory. Mr. Clarke applied for the 
debtor's discharge to be suspended for as long as his Honour (Judge 
Lush Wilson) thought tit. Mr. Massingham was practically one of 
the pioneers of electic lighting in the West, but, unfortunately, he 
had not the exclusive privileges which Corporations were likely to 
get, with the result that someone else had got the advantage of the 
undertakings. He considered that no less than from £10,000 to 
£11,000 losses were accounted for in that manner. With reference 
to the majority of the liabilities in this matter, they were liabilities 
which he had incurred on behalf of the West of England Boot and 
Shoe Co., of which he was managing director, and of which he had, 
unfortunately, taken the responsibility. The debenture holders had 
taken possession, and finding that he was liable for these amounts, 
he had filed his petition. His personal liabilities were small—in 
fact, almost infinitesimally small. It seemed a case of misfortune, 
and he asked his Honour to grant the discharge, but to suspend it 
for a period of two years to enable the debtor to make a fresh start 
inlife. His Honour said that as far as ne could judge from the 
report, the debtor had certainly not appeared intentionally to have 
committed any offence against the Bankruptcy Act, although he had 
undoubtedly committed one or two of the offences as to trading 
and incurring debts while insolvent, and in not keeping the books 
which should have been kept. He could not help saying debtor 
wurked very hard in pushing forward the electric light business, 
but others had reaped the benefit of his exertions; but he thought 
debtor bad shown a certain amount of rashness in business, and no 
doubt the creditors had suffered. He felt the justice of the case 
would be met, so far as the Bankruptcy Act was concerned, if the 
discharge was suspended for two years. He granted the applica: 
tion subject to that condition. 

Herbert Cooke, 12, George Street, Parade, Birmingham, electrical 
engineer, has been adjudicated bankrupt at the Birmingham County 
Court. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—At meetings held 
on January 20th and February 5th the shareholders of Allan and 
Adamson, Limited, resolved to wind up voluntarily with Mr. W. 
Peto, of 55, Hatton Garden, E.C., as liquidator. The liquidator 
was authorised to register a new company to be named Peto and 
Radford and Allan Accumulator Manufacturing Company, Limited, 
to which all the undertaking and assets of Allan & Adamson will be 
transferred. Draft agreements under which this is to be carried 
into effect were approved by the mectings. 

A meeting of the London Electric Omnibus Company is announced 
for March 13th at 64, Gresham Street, E.C. (oflices of P. Mason and 
Co.), to hear an account of the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. 
P. Mason. 

Messrs. F. E. Stephens and T. Martin, ironmongers and electrical 
engineera, &c., of Bideford, have dissolved partnership. Mr. 
Stephens attends to debts and carries on the business. 

Creditors of Allan & Adamson, Limited, must send particulars of 
debts, &c., to Mr. Peto, by March 12th. 

A meeting of the Leecoll Electric Battery Company is to he held 
on April 9th, at 14, Devonshire Square, E.C., to hear an account of 
the liquidation proceedings from Mr. S. A. Cobbett. 

Messrs. W. Ward and Н. Turner (Ward & Turner, electrical 
engineers, Stanningley) have dissolved partnership. Mr. ‘Turner 
attends to debts. 

Messrs. A. Markwell & W. Е. Walton (Electric Light and Main- 
tenance Company, Richmond Mansions, Putney), executed a deed 

of assignment last September, and all creditors should send their 
claims, &c., to the trustees, Mr. C. Н. Robson, 71, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C, by February 28th. 

Messre. W. Mossop & J. A. Cross announce that the partnership 
hitherto existing between them in the Concentric and General 
Contract Company has now been dissolved by mutual consent. 


of arranging and working are given. 


Mr. Walter Mossop will continue to carry on the business of this 
company as before at the sume address, 52, Queon Victoria Street, 
E.C. 


Books Received.— 
Electric Machines,” by A. E. Wiener. 
and Engineer, 1902. | 

“A Travers la Mati¢re et l'Energie," by Dr. Е. E. Blaise. 
Ch. Delagrave. 12 fr. 

Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, No. 154, Vol. 31, 
London: E. & F. N. Spon, Limited. 4s. 

“ Grundriss des Elektrotechnik," by Heinrich Kratzert. Мо. 4, 
Electrochemie; No. 5. Elektrotechnik im Bergbau, in der Land- 
wirtschaft uud Schiffahrt. Leipzig and Wein: Franz Deuticke, 
1902. Kr. 6 and Kr. 5 respectively. 


Catalogues aud Lists.—4A handy little pocket calendar 
(1902? and directory of the cold storage and ice factory trades has 
been sent tu us by the editors of the Cold Storage and Ice Trades 
lic vie (19, Ludvate Hill, E.C., 6d.). 

Mr. G. Braulik, of Upper Thames Street, has brought out a new 
“ up-to-date ” price list of his London“ enclosed, Excelsior, and 
other arc lamps, also searchlights and projectors for photographic, 
tlieatrical, and medical work. 

The Mica Insulator Company, Limited, of Empire Works, Stan- 
sted, Essex, has brought out a new catalogue showing the various 
types und sizes of standard micanite commutator rings, which it 
can supply from stock moulds. 

The Lahmeyer Electrical Company, Limited, has issued a new 
illustrated price list (No. 13) deseribing its crane controllers. 
Diacrams of connections and illustrations and details as to methods 
Pictures of travelling cranes 
(from 10 to 50 tons), also jib and foundry crines, which have been 
supplied for different facte ries, and so on, are shown. 

Pamphlet No. 117 of the B. T. II. Company is devoted to an 
illustrated description of air-blast transformers; No. 116 deals with 
type OK ampere-hour ineter for c c. circuits. 

From Messrs. Francis & Spilsbury, of Bucklersbury, E.C., we 
have received a list of cranes manufactured by their principals, 
Mesers. Mohr & Federhaff, of Mannheim, Germany, for whom they 
are sole agents in the United Kingdom.  Elcctrically-driven 
hoisting machinery for quays and railways, also electric travelling 
cranes are illustrated and described in the pamphlet. 

The Lighting Corporation, Limited, of Bloomsbury Street, W.C., 
have placed before us priced lists of their Wenham enclosed arc 
lamp, incandescent electric lamps, and designs for Wenham corona- 
tion illuminations. 

We have received a pamphlet from Messrs. Roberts Bros., of 
Dukinfield, near Mauchester, illustrating their specialities in 
labour-saving machine tools, which include disc surface grinders, 
boring and turning mills, and capstan lathes. Their 18 in. 


* Practical Calculation of Dynamo 
New York: Electrical World 


Paris: 


- “Universal” disc surface grinder was illustrated on p. 1083 of our 


last volume, in connection with our articles on machine tools at the 
Glasgow Exhibition. 

Gateshead, — Messrs. F. Reid, Ferens, electrical 
engineers aud steeplejacks, Orchard Street Buildings, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, have secured the contract for taking down the large stone 
condenser at Messrs. Alhusen's works, Gateshead. This work 
comes under the steeplejack department, which at the present time 
bas a good deal of business in hand. 


Mica Reflector. — An ingenious device, called the 
Micaylorlite retlector, is being introduced by Messrs. Taylor & Co., 
of Hatton Gaiden. It is claimed that it casts no shadow, while it 


reflects a considerable proportion of light, though these claims 
appear to be antagonistic. The reflector is shown in the figure, 
from which it will be seen that it is slipped over the neck of the 
lamp before insertion inthe holder. As it consists solely of mica 
and brass, it is practically indestructible. 


New Journal,—We have before us No. 1 of a new six- 
penny monthly journal, publi-hed by the Foundry Publishing Com- 
pany, of 182, Oxford Street, W. With the title, the Foundry Trade 
Journal, it will devote itself specially to the interest and advance- 
ment of the foundry trado, as foundry men are said to have long felt 
the want of a good medium for the exchange of ideas and experi- 
ences, and the illustration of the improved methods. that from time 


E 


256 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol.50. No. 1,264, Ғаввслвт 14, 1902. 


to time are placed upon the market. One of the chief objects of 
the new journal is to advise foundry-masters of the best meaus of 
. facilitating and improving the manufacture of castings of all 
descriptions. It emphasises the necessity for introducing radical 
improvements to meet foreign competition in the steel and iron 
industries. It strikes the right note in its opening number, and it 
seems to us that there is plenty of scope for such a paper. 


Parliamentary.—The following Bills came before Mr. 
Campion, the Examiner, on Monday, for proof of compliance with 
Btanding Orders of the House of Commons:— 

Newcastle-on-Tyne Corporation Tramways Extension.— Under this 
Bill the Corporation of Newcastle-on-Tyne scek power to construct 
new tramways, in all 16 in number. The total length of the tram- 
ways is about 12 miles. For the most part the tramways will be 
outside the city, and the parishes affected are Walker, Wallsend, 
Benwell, Gosforth, and Weetslade. Section 17 provides that so 
long as the District Council of Walker is willing and able to supply 
electricity for working the trams, the Corporation shall not them- 
selves supply it without the consent of the Council. It was decided 
to postpone the examination of the Bill till February 24th. 

Halifax Corporation.—Standing Orders were found to have been 
complied with in the case of this Bill, particulars of the electrical 
portion of which were given in the ELECTRICAL Review of January 
31st. 

Wrexham District Tramways (Extension).—It was found that 
Standing Orders had been proved in the case of this Bill, which 
empowers the Wrexbam and District Electric Tramways, Limited, 
to construct new tramways, and to substitute 42 years for 21 years 
as the period for purchase by the local authorities. 

Torquay and Paignton Tramways.—Notice of opposition has been 
given in the case of this Bill, particulars of which have already been 
given in the ELEOTRICAL REvigw. It was decided to postpone the 
examination till February 24th. 

London County Council (Tramways and Improvements).—This Bill, 
which contains important tramway schemes promoted by the 
L.C.C., has already been before the Examiner of Standing Orders 
and approved, with the exception of the schemes relating to Wands- 
worth. On the Bill again coming before the Examiner it was 
decided to postpone the examination till February 24th. 

Birmingham and Midland Tramways.—This is a Bill for sanction- 
ing the Birmingham and Midland Tramways, Limited, to construct 
additional tramways. Land at Smethwick is scheduled for the 
erection of an electricity generating station. The company are the 
owners of the tramways near Birmingham. It is proposed to con- 
struct altogether 15 sections of tramway in the districts of Hands- 
wortb, Smethwick, Oldbury, and Rowley Regis. The examination 
was postponed till February 24th. 

Scarborough  T'ramways.—The Examiner found that Standing 
Orders were proved inthe case of the Scarborough Tramways Bill, 
details of which have already been given in the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW. 
Shortly the proposal is to incorporate а company with a capital of 
£96,000, and the usual borrowing powers to lay down an electric 
tramway service for the borough. 

Aberdeen Suburban Tramways.—Standing Orders in the case of 
this Bill were found to have been proved. Power is given to the 
tramway company to coustruct certain tramways and to enter into 
agreements with the Aberdeen Corporation in connection with 
running powers, &c. 

The following Bills, which have before been mentioned in the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, came before the Examiner, and were post- 
poned :—Hove, Worthing and District Tramways, and the South 
Shields, Sunderland and District Tramways, till February 17th; 
Exeter and District Tramways, Rossendale Valley Tramways, Mex- 
borough and Swinton Tramways, Croydon and District Tramways, 
North Ormsby, South Bank, and Grangetown Tramways, and 
London United Tramways, till February 24th. 


Smoke Troubles.—The Trafford Electric Power and 
Light Supply Company, and Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Limited, 
were .both summoned at Manchester last week by the Stretford 
U.D.C. forsmoke nuisance. For both parties it was said the Mond 
gas plant would be in working almost immediately, and no com- 
plaint would afterwards be made. The cases were adjourned for a 
month. 


Trade Announcements,—With reference to the notice 
which appeared in our last issue regarding Messrs, Geipel & Lange, 
and the agency for Messrs. Chauvin & Arnoux, it is said that the 
statement “ (as successors to Messrs. H. M. Salmony & Co.)” may 
convey a wrong impression. Messrs. Geipel have not succeeded to 
the business of Mcssrs. Salmony, but it was intended only to imply 
that Messrs. Chauvin & Arnoux had transferred their agency to 
Messrs. Geipel & Lange, as everybody in the electrical trades doubt- 
less clearly understood. 

The business of the Sheffield Electrical Engineering Company 
has been purchased, as from January 18th, by Mr. E. O. Burn, who 
will carry it on under the same name as before at the Dynamo 
Works, Napier Street, Sheffield. The company is laying down new 
plant, and will now be able to vive prompt delivery. While con- 
tinuing to make a speciality of dynamos for electro-plating, the 
company will also supply them for any other purpose. 

Messrs. Clarke and Meldon have recently gone into partnership 
as electrical engineers at 16, Wicklow Street, Dublin. Mr. Clarke 
has been on the electrical staff of the Dublin United Tramways 
Company. Mr. Meldon has been several years with the same 
company, and has had charge of their sub-stations at different 
times. 

The British and Foreign Electrical Vehicle Company has 
chauged its name to the British Electromobile Company, and has 


removed its registered offices to 4, Bloomsbury Place, W.C., where 
the whole of the general business of the company will in future be 
conducted. 

The name of the Safety Concentric Wiring Company, of Bovay 
Street, Holloway, has been changed to the Holloway Electric Supply 
Company, Limited, the directors having decided to confine the 
business of the company to the electricity supply station. 

Messrs. Easton & Co., Limited, have appointed Mr. G. D. Seaton 
as their representative for the Midland counties, including Derby, 
Herefordshire, Leicester, Lincolnshire, Northampton, Nottingham, 
Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire and Worcester. Mr. 
Seaton’s address is 36, Islington Row, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 


Zschoeke Cooling Towers.—Messrs. Doherty & Donat, 
who are the sole British agents for the Zschocke patent water- 
cooling towers, ask us to announce that, unless otherwise specified, 
their towers are made in England by English labour. They wish 
promptly to contradict reports which have been placed in circula- 
tion that the towers are made in Germany. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ballymahon.—A largely-attended meeting was held last 
week to consider the question of lighting the town by electricity. 
A company will be formed to raise the necessary capital, and 
advertisements will be issued at once inviting tenders from electrical 
engineers. 


Bexley.—Messrs. Mordey & Dawbarn's report on electrie 
lighting and tramways is before the U.D.C. They advise the 
Council that if matters are proceeded with at once the light can be 
available by next winter. 


Bloemfontein.—The electric lighting of the town has 
proved a success, but the system is not at all adequate for the town's 
requirements. It isnecessary to almost double the present plant at 
a cost estimated at £13,650. 


Bognor.—A poll of the town took place recently in order 
to decide the question whether the U.D.C. should be empowered to 
raise & loan of £12,000 in order to defray the cost of electric 
lighting. The result of the voting was decidedly against the 
project, being as follows :— For the electric light, 93; against, 296; 
majority against, 203. 


Coseley.—The Midland Electric Corporation for Power 
Distribution, Limited, have made an offer to supply the U.D.C. 
with electricity for lighting purposes. They state that the charge 
for public lighting during 3,600 hours per annum for each 25-с.р. 
lamp would be £2 188. 6d. ; for each arc lamp equal to 2,000-c.p. 
nominal, the local authority providing all capital expenditure and 
the company the current, carbon, &c., the cost would be £16 10s. 


Derby.—The T.C. has passed a vote of £8,000, the 


estimate of expenditure on capital account for the present year. 
Of this sum £6,000 is for mains, services, &c. 


Dublin.—On Monday the Lord Mayor of Dublin, in 
presence of the Lighting Committee and officials of the Corporation, 
laid the foundation stone of the new electric works at the Pigeon 
House Fort, and expressed the hope that the new scheme would be 
a great success. Lunch followed, at which speeches suitable to the 
Occasion were made. 


Elland.—The U.D.C. is about to advertise for tenders 
for the machinery for an electric lighting installation. This week 
a L. Gd. B. inspector has held an inquiry into an application for 
sanction to borrow £16,000 for the purpose. 


Farnham.— Having heard from its advisers, Sir Wm. 
Preece and Major Cardew, that they did not know of any other 
company than Edmundson’s likely to offer to undertake the 
lighting of the parish, the U.D.C. has resolved to invite the 
Edmundson Corporation to submit tenders and a draft agreement. 


Finchley.—The Finchley Improvement Bill, which has 
been promoted by the D.C., has been voted upon by the parish, with 
the result that the necessary sanction has been refused by a majority 
of 361 out of 3,543. This Bill contained provisions empowering the 
Council to borrow about £85,000 for electricity purposes. The 
D.C. will proceed with a scheme under its prov. order, but it is 
proposed that the estimate shall not exceed £45,000. 


Frome.— The Committee appointed to deal with the sub- 
ject of electric lighting has recommended the Council to make 
application for sanction to borrow the sum of £16,400, and to 
appoint Mr. F. H. Medhurst as consulting engineer, at a com- 
mission of 5 per cent. on the original scheme and 3 per cent. on 
extensions. 


Gillingham.—The U.D.C. has considered the proposed 
extension of the E.L. undertaking relative to the supply of electric 
energy to the new Naval Barracks erected by the Admiralty, near 
Chatham Dockyard, and has decided to quote terms for periods of 
10 or 15 years. The new Naval Barracks is said to be the largest 
of its kind in the country. 
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Godalming.—The T.C. has arranged with the Urban 
Electric Supply Company (who took over the Council's order) to 
light 86 street Jamps with 25-c.P. lamps as soon as possible, and the 
remaining 150 lamps by January, 1903. The details of the contract 
are not entirely settled, but the company's alternative offers for 
256 lamps, as compared with the cost of gas lighting, are as 


follows :— 
| Half night, Whole night, 


Electricity, 25 c.r». as ga T £649 £885 
» 82 „ s Re vs 767 1,003 
98 50 79 ee ee ec 885 1,262 
Gas.. 95 „ 8 5 se ee &83 1,280 


The above charges include repairs, cleaning, and maintenance. The 
term “half night” means from half an hour after sunset to 
midnight. 


Hendon.—^ince the inquiry, representations have been 
made to the L.G.B. that a satisfactory scheme can be carried out at 
alless cost than that proposed by the D.C. The Board sent these 
representations to the D.C., whose observations in reply were 
received, and a decision on the application will be very shortly 
arrived at. At а meeting of the D.C. it was stated that tho repre- 
sentations had been made by the Electrical Power Distribution 
Company, and that Mr. Hammond, the Council's engineer, had been 
instructed to reply thereon. А sub-committee of the D.C. has 
been formed to consider what steps can be taken to obtain from the 
B. of T. a further postponement of time for the commencement of 
the works. | 


Hereford.—The accounts of the electricity supply 
department for the past year show that the energy supplied was 
greater by nearly 50 per cent. than in 1900, and after paying work- 
ing coste and interest there remained £676 towards repayment of 
capital. 

Hornsey.—The U.D.C. on Monday evening discussed a 
report from the Lighting Committee, recommendirg the erection of 
60 arc lamps to replace 87 gas lamps. The arc lamps are estimated 
to cost £1,292 per annum and the gas lamps £265 per annum, 60 
that the increase will be £1,027 per annum. The report was referred 
back. 


Irvine.—The Burgh Commissioners are considering a 
acheme for the electric lighting of the burgh. 


Kimberley.— According to The British and South 
African Export Gazette, the De Beers new central power station will 
have a capacity at first of 2,000 kw. Power will be generated at 
5,000 volts, and transmitted on the three-phase alternating system, 
with a frequency of 30 cycles per second. The eight boilers to be 
installed will be of the Babcock & Wilcox type, with superheaters 
and mechanical stokers of the chain-grate type. Mechanical 
draught fans and economisers will also be installed. Two sets of 
Westinghouse-Parsons turbines and Westinghouse generators will 
be erected, cach having a capacity of 1,000 Kw., and room will be 
allowed for installing another unit at a future date. The order for 
the switchboard has been placed with the General Electric Com- 
pany, of New York. The cables, which are being supplied by the 
British Insulated Wire Company, Limited, are paper-insulated, 
lead-covered, and armoured, and laid underground. The plant is 
expected to be in operation about the latter part of the year. 

The electricity accounts for 1901, recently pre:ented by the 
borough electrical engineer, Mr. C. Granville Vines, show a total 
output of nearly 139,000 units, sold at 18. per unit. The total 
capital expenditure amounted to £31,363; the gross revenue 
amounted to £7,024, gross expenditure £5,493, gross profit £1,531. 
The cost of production per unit was made up roughly as follows :— 
Coal, &c., 5°87d.; oil, waste, &c., 38d.; water, 49d.; salaries and 
wages, 1 70d.; repairs and maintenance, 11d.; total works cost, 
8:554. Management, "75d. ; establishment charges, &c., 19d. ; total 
costs, 9°49d. After paying £1,186 interest, and £1,612 for depre- 
ciation and sinking fund, there was a net deficit of £1,267. The 
number of lamps installed was 15,000 of 8-c.P.; maximum load, 
206 xw.; capacity of plant, 300 kw. The bulk of the supply is for 
private lighting, by meter. It should be observed that these data 
are for the first complete year of running; coal costa 50s. per ton, 
and is of only half the calorific value of Welsh coal. The choice 
of a flat rate of 1s. per unit, which was fixed by the Council before 
Mr. Vines's appointment, was perhaps not the best under the cir- 
cumstances, as Saturday night shopping is a great institution in 
Kimberley, and while the shopkeepers run up a heavy demand for 
lighting on these occasions, they take practically nothing at other 
times. More capital is badly needed for extending the plant and 
mains, but as the Cape Parliament is not sitting, thanks to the war, 
it is impossible to obtain sanction to further loans at present. An 
80-xw. Belliss-Parker set is on order, but will be quite inadequate 
to meet the demand. 


Long Eaton.—-An influential meeting of ratepayers was 
held recently to protest against the action of the U.D.C. in dis- 
regarding the suggestion of the L.G.B. in regard to the erection of 
а generating station. The meeting was in favour of taking power 
in bulk from the Notts and Derby Power Company. 


London.—In the House of Commons last week Mr. G. 
Balfour, President of the Board of Trade, brought in a Bill to pro- 
vide for the adjustment, in accordance with changes of boundary 
effected under the London Government Act, 1899, of the areas 
within which local authorities and companies are authorised to 
supply electricity. The Bill was read a first time without discus- 
sion. 


GREENWICcH.—The B.C. is going to engage an electrical engineer, 
at a fee not exceeding £50, to report проп the electric lighting of 
the borough. | 

WoorwicH.—In view of the anticipated increase of business, 
consequent on the M.B.C. taking over and extending the local com- 
pany's electric lighting plant, the Council has decided not to close 
up temporarily the ends of the new engine and boiler house at 
Plumstead, but forthwith to extend the walls at a cost of £1,350, 


_thus ultimately saving £467 on the total estimated cost of the whole 


building. 

The Council has approved of the application of the Blackheath 
and Greenwich District Electric Light Company for a Board of 
Trade license for Eltuam, subject to conditions. 

BrERMONDSFY.—At а meeting of the London County Council 
on Tuesday, the Highways Committee reported having received 
a deputation from the Bermondsey Borough Council on the 
subject of the proposal of the former to ask the Board of Trade 
to fix 6d. as the maximum charge in the provisional order being 
applied for this session. The deputation pointed out that 8d. was 
inserted in the 1899 order granted to the late Bermondsey Vestry, 
and suggested that the same maximum should be included in the 
present order, which would apply to the enlarged area under the 
Borough Council. The committee, however, saw no reason for 
altering their recommendation to ask for the introduction of the 6d. 
maximum which the Board of Trade embodied in the London 
orders issued last year. 


Loughborough.—The T.C. has accepted the recom- 
mendation of the Genera] Purposes Committee that the prov. order 
should be transferred to the Loughborough Light Railway Syndi- 
cate, which has obtained an order for the establishment of light 
railways in the district. The syndicate will carry out both the 
Council’s light railways and electric lighting scheme, and the terms 
of purchase (which have already been published in the ELEC- 
TRICAL REvIEW) are particularly favourable to the town. 


Lutterworth.—The U.D.C. has decided to offer no real 


opposition to the Warwickshire and Leicestershire Electric Power 


Pill. 


Middlesbrough.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held last week 
by Mr. К. Н. Bicknell, M. I. C. E., into the application of the T.C. 
for sanction to borrow £7,570 for the purpose of electric lighting, 
and £16,000 for other purposes. Mr. R. Hammond, jun., consulting 
engineer, said that the demand at the end of December was for 
21,500 lamps. With their new plant they proposed to increase 
this to 34,700 lamps. This would carry them over next winter, 
but if the light continued to grow in popularity another extension 
would prove necessary. 


Monmouth.—The T.C. being in financial trouble, owing 
to their electric lighting scheme having cost them £15,000, or 
£10,000 more than the estimate, and wanting that sum to complete 
the work, Lord Llangattock has made himself responsible for the 
sum required for six years. 


Pembroke.—Last week Mr. P. C. Cowan, L. G. B. 


inspector, held an inquiry into the application of the U.D.C. for 
leave to borrow £20,000 for electric lighting purposes, and £8,000 
for the widening of Ball's Bridge. Mr. Hammond, engineer to the 
Council, and Mr. Sydney, resident engineer, gave evidence with 
regard to the first-named loan. 


Pontefract.—The Guardians have received a compara- 
tive statement showing the relative cost of gas and electric light 
on the union premises, from which it appears that there has been a 
saving, by the introduction of the electric light, of £15 on the half- 
year. 


Rhyl.—At the Flintshire Assizes some days ago the 
case of Holloway v. the Western Electric Company came on for 
hearing. Miss Holloway, who was a confectioner at Rhyl, claimed 
£100 damages from the Western Electric Light Company, Wool- 
wich, as damages for injuries sustained through falling over an 
electric light pole which was lying in the gutter in such a way that 
it was above the surface ofthe footpath. It was alleged that there 
was no light or protection of any kind. For the defence it was 
argued that the defendants exercised reasonable care. Witnesses 
who were employed on the work were called to show that a light 
was placed at each end of the pole, and that the pole had been made 
firm by heaps of sand. The jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff, 
damages £50. 


Sheffield.— On Thursday last week the supply of elec- 


tricity on the two-phase system at 50 cycles per second was com- 
menced, the single-phase 100-cycle plant being then shut down. 


Sunderland.—On Friday last Col. A. G. Durnford, R.E., 


held an inquiry into the application by the Corporation for powers 
to borrow £30,000 for the purposes of electric lighting. The money 
was required for the following purposes:—Building main shed, 
cooling tank, &c., at the Hylton Road station, £1,300; machinery 
for Dunning Street station, additions to switchboard, and cooling 
tower, £700; Hylton Road station extensions and coal gantry, 
£2,350 ; deep well and pump, £1,000; extension of mains, £12,220, 
and provision for future extensions, £12,430. Mr. J. Е. С. Snell, 
the borough electrical engineer, stated that the extensions were 
necessary to meet the increased demand for electricity for lighting 
purposes. Last year they disposed of 96,000 units, and they ex- 
pected that 200,000 would be required this year.. 


Sutton.—The electric light works are now completed, 
and the supply of electricity was begun this week. 
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Sutton Coldfield.—The D.C. has decided to borrow 
£29,501 for electric lighting purposes. 


Walten.—A scheme is on foot at Walton-on-Naze to 
utilise the backwater, во as іо produce by means of the old tidal 
mill sufficient clectrical power to light the town and to drive 
factories, | 

Waterloo.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned the borrowing of 
£2,000, to be expended on elcctric lighting in the district. 


Worthing.—The E.L. Committee, on the advice of 
Meesrs. Burstal] & Monkhouse, recently recommended that a loan 
of £11,000 be obtained to provide an additional 250-kw. generating 
set, boiler and condenser, with corresponding extensions to the 
buildings  T'he recommendation was adopted. 


Whitby.—The electric street lighting was begun last 
week. 

Sunderland.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held last week into 
an application by the Corporation for leave to borrow £30,000 for 
purpose of electric lighting. 

Wolverhampton.—The mains are to be extended at an 


estimated cost of £955; and two balancers are to be purchased 
from Messrs. Crompton & Co. at the price of £200. 


Ld 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—Tenders аге to be invited for 12 new electric 
cars and the electrical equipment of nine horse cars, the cost being 
estimated at £10,350. 

Belfast.—The Corporation has given notice that it will 
oppose the Bill about to be promoted in Parliament for the electric 


equipment of tbe Cavehill and Whitewell Tramway. Our local- 


correspondent, who sends us this information, adds:—“ This is 
quite consistent with the dog-in-the-manger policy pureued by the 
Corporation. It has not the nerve to face the local tramway 
difficulty, and will do its best to prevent the suburb of Whitewell 
from sbaring in the benefits of electric traction." 


Deptford.—The M.B.C. has been notified that the 
L.C.C. has withdrawn the clause in its Tramway Bill compelling the 
M.B.C. to contribute towards street widening, and the Council has 
accordingly consented to the Bill, but without prejudice to any 
further possible opposition. E 


Derby.—The T.C. has decided to oppose the application 
of a company for the Derby, Nottingham and District Light Rail- 
way Order. 


Dewsbury.—It is announced that a new company will 
be formed by the British Electric Traction Company to control the 
tramways to be constructed in the heavy woollen district of York- 
shire, of which Dewsbury forms the centre. The capital is to be 
£300,000, and Sir T. Pilkington, of Cheviot Hall, Wakefield, will be the 
chairman. Negotiations are still proceeding between the company 
and the Batley Corporation, who have obtained powers to construct 
electric trams within their own area, and it seems probable tbat an 
amicable arrangement will be arrived at. Should the Corporation 
agree with the company, it is said that the latter will promote a Bill 
next November to enable them to lay double lines in Bradford Road, 
along which the present steam trams run from Dewsbury to 
Gomersal It is proposed that the rails should be laid by the 
Corporation, and then leased to the company, who will pay a rental 
suffüicient to cover the interest on the loans and provide a sinking 
fund for the liquidation of the debt. 'The lease would be for 28 
years, and current would be taken from the Corporation. The 

ement is similar to the one entered into between the company 
and the Dewsbury Corporation. It is further understood that the 
company will pay a portion of the expenses incurred by the 
Batley Corporation in obtaining Parliamentary powers. Messrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co., have secured the contract for laying 
the line, erecting the wire, standards, &c., from Dewsbury to 
Ravensthorpe, Thornhill, and the Spen Valley. The company has 
agreed to take energy from the Dewsbury Corporation and the Heck- 
mondwike and Cleckheaton Urban District Councils. Negotiations 
arc now proceeding between the Dewsbury Corporation and the 
promoters of the Wakefield and District Light Railways, who propose 
to carry out a scheme from Dewsbury to Wakefield vid Ossctt and 
Alverthorpe. 


Glasgow.—The litigation regarding speed of cars which 
. was some time ago dismissed by the Glasgow Sheriff Court, on the 
point that the pursuer, Mr. Thomas Simpson, engineer, The Hollow, 
Albert Road, Pollokshields, Glasgow, had no title or interest to sue 
the Corporation for running the cars in excess of the Board of 
Trade limit, was before the Court of Session, Edinburgh, on 29th 
ult. The Lords of Sessiou found that purauer had title, and had 
proved interest to prosecute, aud sent back the case to the Sheriff 
for further hearing. Under the regulations governing the Glasgow 
Corporation Tr mways Act, 1900, eight miles an hour is the limit. 
From the proof it appeared that speeds varving between that and 
21 were taken оп cars passing the pursuer's house, and that danger 
to pursuer and his family constituted interest to prosecute. In this 
their Lordships concurred, and they stated that pursuer was 


entitled to half the penalty liable as informer, and that such 
penalty can be recovered under the Railway Clauses Consolidation 
Act (Scotland), 1845. Generally speaking, this is the only com- 
plaint with regard to speed, as the public now recognise the advan- 
tage of an accelerated service, for which ample proof is obtained 
by the increased drawings for the present year so far elapsed since 
June ist, exceeding the previous year’s drawings by an increase of 
£95,450. ' 


Liverpool.—At a meeting of the ‘Tramways Committee 
last week a revised schedule of electric car stages for the City of 
Liverpool was adopted. In almost every instance the revision will 
mean an extension of the limit of the 1d. fare, some of the exten- 
sions being considerable. Several new stages have been formed. 
The revised schedule will come into operation on May 1st next. 


London Underground Railways.—The following im- 
portant discussion on the London uuderground railways and future 
action in regard to new projects, took place in the House of Lords 
on Monday. We are indebted to the Times for the report :—Lord 
Glenesk, with the object of securing that, in the development of 
the “tube” railway system under London, there should be some 
recognised system and principle, moved:— =, 

That it is desirable that the Joint Select Committee on London Underground 
Railways appointed last Session be арр to consider and report whether any 


of the lines of route for underground railways in and near London, pro y 
the Bills which have been introduced during the last and present 


afford adequate facilities for present and probable future traffic; whether any - 


extensions or alterations of route are required for the ратове of providing 
cheap and rapid travelling communication throughout London and the out- 
skirts, and whether the making of such extensions or alterations should be a 
condition of the grant of powers to make any p sed railways; what is the 
best method of constructing, working, and ventilating such railways, having 
regard tothe safety, health, and convenience of persons travelling by them. 

The Earl of Morley admitted the importance of the subject, 
which was intricate and worthy of consideration. The projects for 
tube railways were increasing every year. There were at present 
eight lines authorised in London, two of which were in actual 
operation, two in course of construction, and four sanctioned buat 
not yet commenced. Last year 11 Bills were introduced, of which 
seven were new schemes and four were extensions of authorised 
lines, These Bills were referred to a Joint Committee appointed 
to consider the questions of convenience of route, protection to 
owners of house property, conditions as to construction and main- 
tenance, and which of the 11 Bills should be allowed to proceed. 
The Committee recommended that seven of the Bills before them 
should be allowed to proceed, and as regards four of the Bills the 
Committee expressed a view in favour of a continuous extension of 
the lines between Hammersmith and the City. Nine of these Bills 
had survived the period of suspended animation and were now 
again before the House for consideration. In addition to these 
measures 15 were now before the House dealing with tube railways; 
but nine dealt with extensions of works on authorised railways, two 
were for extensions of time, and only four were new schemes. The 
grounds on which the noble lord would refer these schemes to the 
Joint Committee were almost completely covered by the Committee 
last year, and the only result of referring these Bills would be to 
delay them for another year. The delay would be not only serious 
for the promoters but it would be inexpedient іп the public interest, 
tor the traffic in the London streets was becoming more and more 
congested and the construction of lines to the suburbs was most 
important in relation to the housing of the poor. There was 
nothing in the new schemes of this year that had not received the 
consideration of the Joint Committee last year. The only 
difference was that there was a new line projected from 
the City to the Crystal Palace which would probably 
not be much objected to, and that the communication between 
Putney, Hammersmith, and the City was competed for bya larger 
number of companies than last year. The consideration of the 
relative merits of the different competitors might be safely left to 
an ordinary committee. He was endeavouring, in conjunction with 
the President of the Board of Trade, to devise some means by 
which all these Bills might be grouped and dealt with by two or 
more committees who would be guided to a large extent as to 
general principles by the very admirable report of the committee of 
last year. To three of that committee’s recommendations he wished 
to call attention. The first was that the County Council and City 
Corporation should be granted a locus standi in all cases of extension 
of time. This was a valuable suggestion, and he felt certain that 
the committees would give a very liberal interpretation to any 
precedents when considering the locus standi of these bodies. The 
second point he wished to call attention to was that a clause in ‘the 
report recommended—and he had great sympathy with the recom- 
mendation —that there should be some central body to control these 
schemes. With regard to that, he thought Parliament would be 
very jealous of giving up any powers it now possessed over 
them. His third point was that the committee suggested that 
power should be given to corporations and the County Council, as in 
the case of light railways, to construct or assist in constructing these 
tuberailways. Without arguing whether or not that was desirable, 
he thought it was a very doubtful expedient. Atany rate, it was 
an entirely new departure, and it had never been discussed in 
Parliament. In consequence of that recommendation clauses had 
been introduced into many private Bills this year giving the County 
Council that power. He thought such a power should not be given 
unless Parliament deliberately and after full discussion came to the 
conclusion that it ought to be. He therefore proposed to strike 
out of every Bill in which it occurred that. particular clause before 
the Bill went to a committee. 

Viscount Knutsford, as a member of the Joint Committee of last 
year, desired to remind the noble earl that the clause in the report 
embodying the rccommendation last referred to by him was only 
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carried by a majority of one. In the interest both of the promoters 
of schemes and of the working men of London he hoped the 
resolations before the House would not be agreed to. 

Earl Spencer said he shared the views of the Chairman of Com- 
mittees. Nearly all the points referred to in the resolutions before 
the House were fully discussed by the committee of last year. He 
agreed that it was of enormous importance that these tube railways 
should be properly regulated, and if possible by onc public body. 
He hoped the House would support the noble earl in the course he 
proposed to take with regard to private Bills,in which it was 
propnsed to give the County Council power to contribute to such 
schemes. He thought the principle involved in that proposal should 
be fully discussed in Parliament before it was introduced. 

The motion was withdrawn. 


Luton and Dunstable.— 4 Light Railways inquiry 
was held at Luton on Wednesday last week regarding tho 5 
tion for an order to run an electric trolley railway for Luton, 
Dunstable and District. Mr. Basset Hopkins gave evidence, 
showing that the line is 10 miles long on a 4-ft. 84-in. gauge. 
Arrangements have been made to take supply from the Luton 
Corporation electricity works. The scheme is to cost £160,000. 


Newport (Mon.).—A sub-committee of the County 
Council recently went on a visit of i ion to Hadley and 
Manchester. They have reported to the Council, having visited the 
car-building works of Messrs. Milnes, at Hadley, the works of the 
British Westinghouse Company, the British Electric Car Company’s 
works, the cable factory of Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co, of Man: 
chester, and the electricity works of the Manchester Corporation. 
After detailing what they saw of car building at Messrs. Milnes’s 
works, the sub-committee “ аге of opinion that the design of car 
should be that now being made for the South Lancashire Tramway 
Company, subject to slight alterations in roof construction, and that 
the option given by the tender of the British Westinghouse 
Company be exercised, and that Messrs. Geo. F. Milnes & Co., of 

ey, be selected as the makers of the car bodies.” 


Paris.—In the course of a strong criticism of] the electric 
tramway undertakings of Paris, a French writer says that, with a 
much too cheap level of fares, and a bad arrangement of routes, 
there is nothing but bankruptcy in store for the greater number of 
the existing companies. 


Penge.—The U.D.C. has resolved to oppose the B.E.T. 
Company's scheme, if terms satisfactory to the Council cannot be 
arranged, and while negotiations with the company are pending, 
to endeavour to take joint action with Beckenham, and other 
local authorities, with a view to obtaining a Bill authorising a joint 
tramway. 


St. Helens.—If every Corporation will but act as 
ungenerously towards companies which seek to develop their 
localities as the Corporation of St. Helens have done towards the 
St. Helens and District Tramways Company, over the company’s 
request to be permitted to carry goods on thcir tramways, the 
development of electrical traction will be effectually retarded, and 
corporations, like other people, will be the losers. The application 
of the St. Helens and District Tramways Company has been before 
the St. Helens Corporation for about a couple «f months, and has 
been considered at several meetings. The Tramways Committee 
of tbe Council proposed a reasonable scheme of working, but the 
Council disposed, and the matter was thrown back. A Joint Com- 
mittee of the Parliamentary Committee and the Tramways Com- 
mittee, then tried to settle the question, but made little progress 
with it. On Saturday the subject was again discussed by the Joint 
Committee, Mesars. Atherton and Martin, two directors of the Tram- 
ways Company, being present. After a long discussion, Colonel R. 

ilki n moved, “ That the Tramways Company be permitted to 
carry goods, but on terms which would ultimately mean a payment 
of 20 per cent. on the gross receipts, plus a small charge per 

n.". Thetown clerk drew the attention of the Joint Committee 
to the fact that at a previous meeting Colonel Pilkington had proposed 
that the charge should be 10 per cent. апа that this had been 
agreed to and communicated to the company. 'The proposal made 
by Colonel Pilkington was, however, carried. Then the town clerk 
informed the Joint Committee that in view of the previous decision 
&nd action, it would be unprofessional of him to communicate the 
fresh decision of the Committee to the Tramways Company, and he 
declined to do so. At this the matter remained, the meeting 
closing. 

Sheffield.— The Tramways Committee have informed the 
City Council that they are willing to transfer £5,000 out of the 

fits on the tramway undertaking to the Finance Committee, to 

applied in payment of interest and in relief of the general dis- 
trict rates. During the five weeks ending February 2nd 4,741,301 
passengers were carried on the Corporation tramways, £18,126 
4a. 5d. being received in fares. 

The estimated capital expenditure to be incurred by the Tram- 
ways Committee during the next financial year amounts to £138,061 
Эв. 10d. The items are:—Tramway tracks, &c., £55,000 ; buildings, 
&c., £20,000 ; car shed extensions, extra car fittings and workshop 
tools, £16,000; extensions of power station, £10,308; equipment of 
new routes, special cable tunnel, extra cable ducts and cables, 
£36,753 9s. 10d. 


Southall and Norwood.—The U.D.C. has discussed the 
extension proposals of the L.U.T., and will consent to the com- 
pany's scheme if the roadways are uniformly widened to 50 ft., 


'" wood paved, lighted, and scavenged, and an annual rental of £500 


is paid to the Council. 


Southampton.—Mr. H. F. Street has reported to the 
Tramway Committee recommending certain alterations in the over- 
head equipment, and in other directions, and the Committee has 
asked him to report upon the whole tramway equipment. 


Spain.—Plans have been completed for the construction 
of a projected light electric railway on the overhead trolley 
system between Santiago and Coruna, a distance of 65 kilometres. 
It is proposed to utilise the water-power of the river Tambre in the 
generation of the necessary electrical energy. 


Tyneside.—A special meeting of the Tyneside Tramways 
and Tramroads Company was held on the 3rd inst. at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, at which the Bill now being promoted by the company in 
Parliament '' for the construction of tramways and tramroads, and 
for other purposes," was approved. Mr. McClellan reported that the 
contract for the permanent way had been let, as also for the motor 
sheds and cars. Work had been started at Wallsend, and the whole 
of the various tramways were due for completion in June. They 
had got about half a mile of tramway line laid at present, bnt pro- 
gress had not been good last week on account of the frost. The 
contractors were pushing the work on, and he thought they would 
finish it pretty well up to time if they were given good weather. 
A shareholder stated that the revenue of the Tynemouth and 
North Shields line had been £11,000, and the expenses £5,000, or 
48 per cent. The opinion was expressed that this was most 
satisfactory. 


Vibration on Underground Railways.—The Times 
of 8th inst. says in its Political Notes ” :—" We understand that 
the committee appointed by the Board of Trade in January last 
year to inquire into the vibration produced by the working of the 
traffic on the Central London Railway have presented their report 
to Mr. Gerald Balfour. As a first step, the committee satisfied 
themselves by personal observation that vibration sufficient to cause 
serious annoyance is actually felt in many of the houses situated 
along the course of the railway. Exhaustive experimenta, entrusted 
to engineering , were then carried out with a view to 
locating the origin of the trouble and to discovering a remedy. 
After carefully weighing all the evidence placed before them, the 
committee decided to recommend the adoption of a type of loco- 
motive or motor in which the load not carried on springs is reduced 
as far as possible. This, the report explains, may be arrived at 
by using gearing as in the gearcd locomotives or motor carriages, 
or by using a gearlegs locomotive in which an elastic communica- 
tion is employed between the driving axle and the motor; but the 
committee had no opportunity of experimenting with a locomotive 
of this type. In the trials carried out the motor cars were found 
to have an advantage in freedom from vibration over the geared 
locomotive. Во far as the Central London Railway is concerned, 
the committee arc confident that, by adopting motor cars in place 
of the ordinary locomotives, the vibration produced by the running 
of the trains can be reduced во as to cause no serious annoyance, 
although it is possible that the sound of the trains may still be 
detected, especially in the night. The report proceeds to state that 
the committee are able to speak positively as to the motor cars, buf 
they have little doubt that any method of driving in which the 
unspring-borne load on each axle is reduced to a similarly small 
quantity might also be used with impunity. They are disposed to 
prefer a stiffer rail than that in use on the Central London Rail- 
way, and they think that in new undertakings sufficient room should 
be allowed for the introduction of a deeper rail; but they are of 
opinion that, without altering the permanent way of the Central 
London Railway, the change of motors which they recommend will 
effect a practically complete cure of the disturbance complained of. 
It may be added that, in order to ascertain whether a specially 
severe disturbance could be connected with particular trains on the 
Central London Railway, the committee instituted elaborate obser- 
vations in which 10 or 12 observers were stationed in various 
houses, and recorded, during the whole of one day, the times of 
passage of the trains and the estimated intensity of the vibrations. 
A comparison of these records with records e at the stations by 
other observers of the precise times of starting and arrival of the 
various trains showed (а) that it was a matter of chance whether 
a given train caused a slight or a severe vibration; (b) that trains 
causing a severe vibration in one house were as likely as not to 
cause only a slight vibration in the others; and (c) that different 
rooms iu the same house were not similarly affected by the same 
train. The report is signed by Lord Rayleigh (chairman), Sir J. 
Wolfe-Barry, and Prof. Ewing." 


Wallasey.—Three routes of the new Wallasey district 
electric tramways are rapidly approaching completion, to be 
formally opened at Easter. Each route will extend from Sea- 
combe Ferry to New Brighton Ferry, but through different parts of 
the district. For the inaugural service 20 cars have been ordered 
from Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., and are of the same pattern as the 
cars made for the Liverpool Corporation, of the double-deck type. 
They will accommodate 22 passengers inside and 34 outside. е 
overhead work has been carried out by Messrs. R. W. Blackwell and 
Co., and includes about 20 miles of trolley wire, for which 400 
ornamental standards of special design have been manufactured. 
Rails for about 10 miles of route have been supplied by the Barrow 
H:ematite Steel Company. The generating station is in Sea View 
Road, and will contain two 300-kw. compound-wound generators 
coupled direct to high speed engines to supply a continuous current. 
The work has been carried out under the supervision of Mr. W. H. 
Travers, engineer and surveyor to the Wallasey District Council, 
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Wolverhampton.—The report by Colonel Yorke in 
reference to the Lorain experimental surface contact section of 
tramways here reads as follows: —“ The principal feature of this 
tramway lies in the method adopted for supplying the electrical 
current to the cars. Instead of the usual overhead trolley wires 
there are placed in the centre of each track contact plates of hard 
chilled iron about 124 in. long by 64 in. wide at a distance of 10 ft. 
apart from centre to centre. The plates are slightly convex, the 
centre of each plate being about 4 in. higher than the edge; and 
they are so laid that at the highest point they are ? in. above the 
Tails. Each plate is supported on a hollow base or box, 16 in. long, 
10} in. wide, and 74 in. deep, made of an extremely hard material 
called ‘re-constructed granite. The boxes rest upon the concrete 
foundation which underlies the track. The contact boxes are very 
conspicuous in a street paved with wood or asphalte, forming a 
series of excrescences above the surface, which are, to say the least 
of them, undesirable. In а street paved with granite setts, the sur- 
face of which is irregular, the plates are not so noticeable. But it 
has to be borne in mind that the surface of a street is apt to settle 
slightly as well as to wear away. The plates, however, cannot settle 
or wear to any appreciable extent, and as the street surface sinks 
the plates will project more and more above it. An unsightly con- 
dition will thus arise, and one which, apart altogether from elec- 
trical failures, may be a source of inconvenience, and possibly of 
danger, to vehicular traffic. The Corporation of Wolverhampton 
deserve credit for their enterprise in testing this novel system, and 
it is to be hoped that my fears will not be verified. For the present 
I can recommend the Board of Trade to certify the track between 
the places mentioned at the beginning of this report as tit for traffic, 
and, eubject to Mr. Trotter’s report and to the condition in Clause 41, 
Sub-section 4b of the Wolverhampton Corporation Act of 1899, to 
authorise the working of the line by electrical traction on the 
Lorain Surface Contact System for a period of 12 months. The 
speed over the line should not exceed eight miles un hour, except 
through facing points, where it should not exceed four miles an 
hour. The cars—some of which are single-deck and some double- 
deck—are fitted with hand brakes and electric brakes, the double- 
deck cars having in addition slipper brakes. They also have the 
Providence car fender or lifeguard, which I think is open to serious 
objection owing to the distance to which it projects in front of the 
car. It occupies a considerable amount of street space, and is only 
brought into operation at the discretion of the driver. Moreover, 
when a car is going round a curve, the fender projects outside the 
track to a dangerous extent. Although this type of fender is, I was 
informed, in frequent use in America, I do not regard it as suitable 
for the conditions existing in English towns. The Corporation of 
Wolverhampton should be requested to adopt some other pattern of 
fender before any more tramways are submitted by them for 
inspection.” 

Mr. Trotter states :—“ T'he tramways are worked on a surface- 
contact system; blocks are placed at intervals in the street con- 
taining a contact which is worked by powerful magnets carried on 
the саг. When the car passes tlie pieces of iron which produce the 
contact, they are allowed to drop. Should one of these fail to drop 
a horse treading on the block would probably be killed, but a foot 
passenger treading on it would receive a shock, which would not be 
danzerous to life, but which might make him stumble and be run 
over. I have examincd the details of the contacts, and I think that 
an accident to a horse is unlikely, and the risk of an accident to a 
foot passenger very remote; but as there is no experience in the 
use of this system, subject to the report of Colonel Yorke, I recom- 
mend that sanction be given for the workiog ot this system for 12 
months." | 

The Town Council, at their meeting on Monday, decided to call 
in an electrical expert to advise the electrical engineer and the 
Tramways Committee respecting tlie running of the tramcars on 
the Lorain experimental line. ‘This has been done really in conse- 
quence of stoppages which occurred on Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday, caused by the snow. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Dublin Telephones.— The Corporation Improvements 
Committee recently received a communication from the Consoli- 
dated Telephone Construction and Manufacturing Company, 
Limited, proffering their services in case the Corporation should 
decide to establish a municipal telephone system. i 


Shetlield Telephones.—Mr. A. R. Bennett has been 


iustructed to report fully as to the cost of installing and maintaining 
u municipal telephone exchange in Sheffield. 


Southport Telephones, — The chairman and vice- 
chairman of the Southport Corporation Telephone Committee have 
reported on the negotiations entered into with the District Councils 
of Ormskirk, West Lancs., Lathom, Burscough, and Skelmersdale, 
with regard to the proposal of the Corporstion to establish a tele- 
honic exchange, and it was resolved that the «pplication to the 
'ostmaster-Geueral for a license to establish a telephonic exchange 
be for the area comprising the townships of Seuthport, Birkdale, 
Anisdale, Bickerstafle, Formby, Altcar, Dowuholland, Scarisbrick, 
Halsall, North Meots, Anyhton, Ormskirk, Skelmersdale, Lathom, 
Burscough, Bispham, Hesket Lydirk, Maghull, Melling, Rufford, 
Simonswood, and Tarleton, 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. ^ INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED. 
Latakia-Cyprus ee oa ee oe ee ee June 90, 1899 oe 0 0 
Para-Maranham ee ee ee ee ee March 1, 1900 ee ee 
Mole 8t. Nicholas-Port au Prince .. . Dec. 28, 1901 .. Feb. 7. 


Havre-Waterville — .. — .. «swe . Jan. 27,1902 . Feb. 5. 

Alexandria-Laruaca .. ЕЯ ae - . Jan. 19, 1902 ,. € 

Trinidad-Demerara ae - .. Jun. 80, 1902 .. Feb. 11. 
LANDLINES :— ` 


" Via Hanekin" on Persian territory .. , .. Feb, 24, 1900 .. oe 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900  .. - 


Telegraph Rates to India.—^ir Edward Sassoon,  ' 
Bart., M.P., speaking at Folkestone last week, stated that it had 
been decided to reduce the telegraphic rates to India from 4s. 
per word to 2s. 6d., with a further prospective reduction (subject 
to the first reduction paying) to 2s. 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade.—W hile not quite 
so large as on the first month of 1901, the new year has started off 
well as regards the exports from this country of telegraph wire and 
apparatus connected therewith. During January the shipments 
attained a value of £586,285, as compared with only £37,572 in 
December last, and £596,122 in January, 1901. 


Tunbridge Wells Telephoues.—A L. G. B. inquiry was 
held on Tuesday with reference to an application by the Corporation 
to borrow a further sum of £15,000 for the purpose of extending the 
municipal telephone system. Mr. W. C. Cripps, the town clerk, 
stated that six months ago the Corporation applied for a loan of 
£10,000 for commencing the system, and it was calculated that that 
would enable them to provide communication for 319 subscribers. 
So successfully had the Corporation managed the undertaking that 
there were at the present moment 533 revenue-bearing lines in 
existence, and 283 persons were waiting to be connected, making a 
total of 816 subscribers. The maximum rate charged by the Cor- 
poration was £5 17s. 6d., but the average amount received from 
subscribers was £4 118. 5d., there being also two toll rates in 
existence. The general desire, however, was to have unlimited 
service, and the average therefore was constantly rising. In the 
face of the rapid increase in the number of subscribers it had been 
found necessary to considerably enlarge the scheme, and the Town 
Council now asked for a further loan of £15,000. The experience 
of the first six months, which were generally the most crucial in 
undertakings of that sort, bad been extremely satisfactory so far as 
finances were concerned, and calculating upon the results already 
achieved there would be a profit at the end of the year of 4 1, 086. 
That had been achieved in spite of very energetic opposition on the 
part of the National Telephone Company, who, since the Corporation 
started their system, had reduced their charges from £10 to £4. 
The inquiry was adjourned until March 6th. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen,—February 15th. Overhead equipment, poles 
and bonding; also cables for three tramway routes. See ' Official 
Notices" January 3156. 


Aberdeen.—March 6th. 
truck cars and equipments for the Corporation. 
Notices“ to-day. 


Aberdeen.—March 6th. Overhead equipment, bonding, 
and cables for the Corporation tramways. See Official Notices 
to-day. 


Battersea.— February 18th. Coal, carbons, meters and 
stores, for the electricity department. See “Official Notides " 
February 7th. 


Belgium,—February 15th. Proposals are being invited 
by the municipal authorities of Lourain for the lighting of the 
public streets by electricity or gas. 


Belgium.—March 1st. The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are inviting tenders until the March 1st, 1902, for the 
concession for an electric lighting installation. See our "Official 
Notices " January 3rd. 


Belgium.—March 1st. Tenders are being invited until 
March 1st by the municipal authorities of Braine l'Alleud for the 
concession for the electric lighting of the town. Tenders are to be 
sent to Lc Secretariat Communal de Brainc-l'Alleud, whence par. 
ticulars may be obtained. | 


Birkenhead.— February 24th. Lancashire boiler and 
stokers for the Corporation electricity works See Officia:. 
Notices” February 7th. | 

Bournemouth,.—February 21st.  Motor-generator fo; 
Corporation tramways. See “Official Notices” February 7th. 

Burgess Hill.—March 12th. Offers for the constructio: 


of electricity works are invited by tho U. D. C. For conditions, .. 
Bue our Official Notices to-day. | 


Twelve double-deck single- 
See “Official 
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Christiania.— February 19th. H.M. Consul-General at 
Christiania reports that tenders are invited for 3,000 metres 1:5 
millim. india-rubber insulated copper wire; 4,0CO metres seven- 
strand india-rubber insulated copper cable; 100 kilog. tinned plain 


copper wire; 150 kilog. three-strand plain copper wire.—Telegraph 


Inspector's Office, No. 8, Stenersgade, Christiania. 


Croydon.—February 17th. 10 double-deck double-truck 
cars with motors, &c., for Corporation. See Official Notices” 
January 24th. 


East Ham.— February 22nd. One 500-K W. c.c. generator 
with 800-r.H.P. engine; water-tube boilers, condensers, &., for the 
U.D.C. See “Offcial Notices " February 7th. 


Edinburgh.—March 3rd. Electric lighting installation 
for the third portion of the Colinton Mains Fever Hospital (600 
points) for the Council. See Official Notices February 7th. 


Fulham.— February 26th. Two 50-xw. steam dynamos 
and boosters, four dryback marine boilers, battery, and wiring for 
2,000 lights, for the Guardians. See “Official Notices" January 81st. 


France.—February 28th. The French Post and Tele- 
graph authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until the 28th inst. for 
the supply of 10 tons of galvanised iron wire 1 mm. in diameter, 
80 tons ditto. 3 mm. diameter, 80 tons ditto. 4 mm. diameter, and 
340 tons ditto. 5 mm. diameter. Tenders are to be sent to Le ‘Sous 
Secretariat d’Etat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 
103, Paris, whence particulars may be obtained. 


Glasgow.—February 21st. Switchboard extensions for 
the Corporation. See Official Notices" January 31st. 


Islington.—February 26th. Tubular well and pumping 
gear, at the electricity works. See Official Notices February 7th. 


King's Lynn.— February 21st. A Lancashire boiler 
and piping for the electricity works. See ‘Official Notices" 
February 7th. 


Leeds,— Concentric (high tension), two-phase (low ten- 
sion), and L.T. triple-concentric paper cables for the electric light- 
ing department. See “ Official Notices " January 31st. 


London.—March 4th. The L.C.C. is wanting tenders 
for 100 or 50 double-deck double-bogie tramcars for conduit lines 
in South London. Drawings, &c., at the County Hall, Spring 
Gardens, 8.W. (£3). 


Maidenhead.— February 25th. Easy wiring proposals 
are invited by the E.L. Committee from firms willing to undertake 
the work. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Manchester,—February 19th. Electric travelling crane 
for porary Ma station, and hand travelling cranes for sub-stations. 
Bee “ Official Notices ” February 7th. 


Obayv.—March 7th. Piping, balancing transformers, and 
motor-generators, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, cable work, and 
crane for the Corporation electric lighting. See “ Official Notices ” 
to-day. 


Pemberton.— February 19th. Balancing and boosting 
set for the U.D.C. See “ Official Notices" February 7th. 


Pontypridd. March 7th. Overhead equipment and 
bonding for the U.D.C. tramways. бее “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Rochdale.—February 25th. Traction switchboard and 


5 for the Corporation, See Official Notices" February 
th. 


Rockhampton (Australia),—March 81st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. See 
ELEcTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


Salisbury.—March 1th. The directors of the L. & S.-W. 


Railway wants tenders for the electric lighting of Salisbury station. 
See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Stalybridge.—March 3rd. Rails, points, crossings, tie- 
bars, bolts, trolley wire, &c., for the Btalybridge, Hyde, Mossley 
and Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board. See “Oficial 
Notices ” to-day. 


Sunderland.— February 28th. Lathe, drilling, and 
shaping machines, and other workshop tools for thé Corporation 
electric lighting department. Вее Official Notices” to-day. 


— 


CLOSED. 


Bradford.—The Т.С. has accepted the offer of the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Company, Limited, for the supply of 100 
tramcar trucks for the sum of £5,000, and the offer of Messrs. Back 
and Manson to supply 12 miles of trolley wire for £938; also that 
of the British Iusulated Wire Company, Limited, to supply six 
miles of 26 cable at £278 per mile, and three miles of 15 cable at 
4202 per mile. 


Bournemouth, — The T.C., at their meeting on 
January 21st, reported that the following tramway tenders for 


contract No. 13 for traction feeders, cables, &c., had been referred 
to their engineer to be reported upon :— 


& s. d. £ s. d. 
British Insulated Wire Company ; 22,898 2 1 
with stoneware ducts (alternative) 21,835 9 8 
Do. with Howard conduits € 95, 2 10 
W. T. Glover & Co., Limited .. 24,006 0 0 and 28,551 0 0 
W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works Co. .. 22, 274 15 5 „ 24,871 14 11 
Western Electric Company  .. .. 22,885 6 9 „ 25,662 19 B 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Limited .. .. 24,056 3 1 „ 27,858 11 8 
Callender's Cable Construction Company .. 20,669 13 5 ,, 24,509 10 10 
J. G. White & Co. 26,878 0 0 
Do. with stoneware ducts only (slternat e) 22,943 0 0 
St. Helens Cable omen . 98,875 10 6 „, 26,102 0 1 
W. F. Dennis & Co. . 22914 0 0 „ 25,305 4 9 


At their meeting on February 4th, the Tramways and Parliamentary 
Committee reported that on the recommendation of Messrs. Lacey, 
Clirehugh & Sillar (engineers) they had decided to accept the 
tender of the Callender's Cable and Construction Company, Limited, 
at £20,669 13s. 5d., for cables, &c. 


Bray. — Messrs. Witting Bros., Electrical Contractors, 
Limited, have received an order to supply a 75-xw. alternator 
(£275) for the electric light station. 


Cleckheaton.—Messrs. Thornton & Crebbin, of Ham- 
merton Street Iron Works, Bradford, have secured the order for two 
electrically-driven boiler pumps and one electrically-driven supply 
pump for the U.D.C. electric lighting station. 


Heckmondwike.—The D.C. has accepted the tender of 
the Tudor Accumulator Company, Limited, for the enlargement of 
the battery at the electric lighting works. 


Hornsey.—At the last Council meeting the tender of 
Messrs. John Spencer, Limited, for pipe work and valves, wus 
accepted at £2,147, and that of the Temperley Transporter Com- 
pany for mechanical coal-handling plant. 


Huddersfield. — Messrs. Dolckow, Vaughan & Co., 
Limited, of Middlesbro’, have secured contracts for the supply of 
materials to the Huddersfield Tramway Department as follows: 
Rails, £6 7s. 6d. per ton; fish plates, 47 17s. 6d.; tie rods, 
£8 168. 3d.; sole plates, £7 17s. 6d. per ton. 


Hull.—The E.L. Committee has accepted the tender of 


Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co. for the supply of cables for the next 


three years. 


Liverpool and Garston Light Railway.—The con- 
tract for the three 153-H. p. dynamos for the above scheme has been 
placed with Messrs. D. Bruce Peebles & Co. 


Middlesbrough.—The E.L. Committee has accepted tho 


following tenders :— 


Witting Bros., engine house plant "T 0 
Nalder Bros., switchboard Ke ot T oe 
B. I. W. Company, mains. T oe 90 we 705 808 


Newport (Mon.) .— The Council have been reported to 
by Mr. Parshall, their consulting electrical engineer, upon a delay 
in connection with the contract for the overhead travelling crane 
for their new generating station. Mr. Parshall states that he has 
come to the conclusion that the contractors cannot be relied upon 
to complete the contract, and recommends that the same be cancelled 
and the work given to Messrs. Broadbent & Sons, Limited, of 
Huddersfield, whose tender was next lowest. The Council, after a 
lengthy correspondence with the contractors, in which the latter 
complained that they had great difficulty with Mr. Parshall over 
the drawings, have decided to adopt the course suggested. 

Messrs. W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works Company, Limited, 
have written the Newport County Council objecting to one or two 
of the general conditions accompanying a tender of theirs for 
cables, which tender had. been accepted by the Council. Messrs. 
Callender's Cable and Construction Company have also written in it 
similar strain. Both matters were referred to Mr. Parshall for him 
to deal with. 


Swansea,—-For extensions to their electric lighting plant, 
the Harbour Trustees have placed the following contracts :— 


Robey & Co., steam engine са i ee £1,535 
Electric Construction Company, alternator " 115 


Wallsall.—At the meeting of the Т.О. on Monday, the 
following tenders were accepted :— 
T. Parker & Co., Limited, dynamo, Aper armature and an ex: 
citing dynamo . £2,020 
Messrs. Bumstead & Chandler, engines for the generating get 
and exciter .. T , 1,657 
T. Parker, Limited, new switchboard frame.. is m d ) 


Warsaw.— Several of the daily newspapers report that 
Messrs. Peterson, Cooper & Co. (Paterson & Cooper ?), the British 
electrical engineers, have secured from the municipality of Warsaw 
contracts for an electric light installation, and for electric tramways 
and local railways having a total length of 60 miles. The orders 
had been given toa German firm, but were cancelled owing to the 
anti-Prussian agitation in Poland. The British firm secured the 
contract in competition with Belgian, French and American rivals. 


West Ham,—The Guardians have given the contract 
for an electric lighting installation at the new infirmary to Messrs. 
Е, A. Glover & Co., at £6,049. 


Worcester,—The tender of the Alphons Custodis Com- 
pany has been accepted by the City Council for а chimney for the 
new electricity works. 
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London.— The London County Council received the fol- 
lowing tenders for the wiring, &c., of the Smack Boys’ home at 
Lowestoft :— 


Bush & Dryburgh (accepted) .. £108 0 0 
G. N. C. Mann & co wi 105 0 0 
Jackecon Brothers i - ne ва si Vs 192 16 0 
The Anti-Vibrator, Limited .. га АК - 8 130 0 0 
J. G. Btatter & Co. z a T bs "m тз 135 0 0 
National Electric Wiring Company 189 10.0 
Tyler & Duncan .. - id ©» > "E E 149 0 0 
Barlow & Young .. sx MT a А 165 0 0 


Londou,—The Hampstead B.C. has accepted the tender 


of Mesers. J. Fraser & Sons, for additional condensing plant. 


London.— The contract for the feeder and section pillars 
for the London United Tramways, Limited's extensions has been 
ре with the Electrical Transmission Company, of Hammer- 
smith. . 


London.—The St. Pancras Borough Council received 
the following tenders for the supply of boilers, superheaters, pipes 


and feed pumps for the extension of the generating statión in 
King's Road :— 


Babcock & Wilcox (accepted). £9,722 
E.Danks&Co. .. is TID XE ae ia 9,101 
Tipkers, Limited (incomplete) vs Vs " ies is 9,027 
Stirling Boiler Company ke ks т" T T - 

J. Fraser & Sons (incomplete) ie s . is 6,760 
Climax Boiler Company (incomplete) es 5,073 


The Borough Council has accepted the tender of the Allgemeine 
Electric Company, amounting to £13,997, for the supply of engines, 
dynamos, three-phase generators, switchboard, &c., for the extension 
of the same generating station, the type of engine selected ‘being 
those made hy Messrs. Browett, Lindley & Co. The following is a 
list of the tenders :— 


se | *g | #8 
, 2 | = 
8 = | Уз | 48 28 
> of | 3S | =a 
ы ч „ © 
@- | ma zz 
The International Electrical Company .. 12,250 
The Allgemeine Electric Company 12,820 P 
The British Schuckert Company .. 13,684 | 14,364 | 18,450 | 16.428 
Dick, Kerr & Co. T ар = 15,177 | 15,867 | 19,501 | 18,206 
Mather & Platt .. 14,021 | 14,669 | 17,252 | 16,556 
17,494 — 


Combe, Barbour & Co. 


Siemens Bros. & Co. . 14,760 18,160 17,552 
McLaren.. э | 

Davey, Paxman & Co. - — —- — 
General Electric Company .. - 19,172 18,030 
Frank Suter & Co. T — 14,715 17,906 


British Thomson-Honston Company i Ss 14.187 
C. A. Parsons & Son B 


Sisson & Со. @e oe ee . oe ee EAS: A ical 


W. II. Allen & Soon. am T wi Ке Own — — — 

Witting Bros. Ki - ss n "T -- - 17,353 — 

Ashton & Frost .. <3 8 Se x T = o = = 
16,160 21,005 | 19,558 


Electric Construction Company. 


Lahmeyer & Co. . suo aug га 18,040 ` 
Crompton & Co. ve ee ee ee ee oe 17,328 = — 19,974 

2 2 " А i 353 |: 
British Westinghouse Company .. m , 19,768 | 18,0: 8 | кн , 20,858 
Johnson & Phillips .. sz. 14.837 17.931 17,707 
Ferranti, Limited aie T АЗ Е Е sa 


Ф 


Woolwich.—The M.B.C. has ordered 7,000 pairs of arc 
lamp carbons from Messrs. Oliver & Co. for £37 178. 9d. 


Yarmouth,—It is satisfactory to learn that the contract 
for the cars has not been placed abroad as in the case of the rails. 
The Brush Electrical Engineering Company bave secured the order 
forthe supply of 14 cars. Good progress is being made with the 
laying of the tram lines, and there is little doubt but that the lines 
will be ready for working in the carly part of June. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, February 14th.—At 8.30 p.m. British Electro-Therapeutic 
Society meeting at 11, Chandos Street, W. 

Monday, February 17th.— Institution of Electrical Engineers (New- 
castle Section) Meeting. Paper by Mr. Е.А. S. 
Wormull on Equipment of a Modern Telephone 
Exchange.“ 


Tuesday, February 18tb.— At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section). Meeting at Owens 
College. Paper on “The Construction of English and 
Foreign H. T. Central Station Switchgear,” by Mr. 
H. W. Clothier. 

At 8 p. m. Institution of Civil Engineers. Paper to he 
read with a view to discussion: Electrical Traction 
on Railways,“ by Messrs. W. M. Mordcy and Bernard 
M. Jenkin. 


Complete with boiler s. р 
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Wednesday, February 19th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students' Section) Meeting. Paper on 
“Electrical Equipment of Printers’ Machinery," by 
Mr. E. W. Short. 

Thursday, February 20th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Dublin Section) Meeting at the Royal 
College of Science, Stephen's Green. Paper: “Notes 
on Irish Water-Power and its Electric Development," 
hy W. Tatlow, M.A. 

Saturday, February 22nd. -At 12:15 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students’ Section). Visit to the Bankside 
Station of the City of London Electric Lighting 
Company, Limited. 

At 7 p.m. ПагИеу College Engineering Society. Meeting 

at the Hartley College. Paper on Polyphase Elec- 
tric Currente," by Mr. Harris. 


NOTES. 


The Municipal Electrical Association.— We learn 
that the special gcnoral meeting of this Association, which we 
announced last week for 21st inst., is confined to members of the 
Association only. 


Electrical Exhibition. — An electrical exhibition is 
being arranged by the Bermondsey Council on February 26th, 27th, 
and 28th, and firms wishing to exhibit should apply to Mr. W. H. 
Vincent, the borough electrical engineer, at once. 
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Institution of Electrical Engineers.—At the Glasgow 
sectional meeting on Tuesday, the discussion was continued on Мт. 
J. C. A. Ward's paper on Practical Notes on Continuous Current 
Distributing Mains.” 

Before the Students’ Section at Westminster on Wednesday, a 
paper on “ Series Parallel Control,” was read by Mr. J. B. Langford. 

Yesterday evening before the London meeting of the Institution, 
the following matters were brought forward :—“ Researches on the 
Electrical Conductivity and Magnetic Properties of Upwards of Опе 
Hundred Different Alloys of Iron,” by Prof. W. F. Barratt, F.R.S., 
chairman of the Dublin Local Section, I.E.E., and W. Brown, B.Sc., 
Associate Member; and “On some Conclusions Deduced from the 
Preceding Paper," by Prof. W. Е. Barrett, F.R.S., Member. 

Before the Manchester Section on March 4th, Mr. Bertram Blount 
will read his paper on “Electric Furnaces,” at the Owens College, 
Manchester. This paper was postponed from January 14th. 

At the meeting of the Dublin Section on the 20th inst., Mr. 
W. Tatlow, M.A., B.E., will read a paper on “ Irish Water Power 
and its Electrical Utilisation." 


Business Announcement,—1n answer to the numerous 
communications received, the directors of Electric Lighting Boards 
(British Manufacturing Company), Limited, request us to announce 
that all inquiries, correspondence, &c., should be addressed to the head 
office, at 7, Pall Mall, London, S.W., and addressed to the company 
as distinct from individuals. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—There is to be a dis- 
cussion next Tuesday on a paper entitled “ Electrical Traction 
on Railways," by Messrs. ҮҮ. M. Mordey and Bernard M. Jenkin, 
M.Inst.C.E. 


(Continued on page 269) 
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BERMONDSEY ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


THE parish of Bermondsey, one of the oldest and most 
widely known districts of the metropolis, has long been 
furnished with a supply of electrical energy, as it is included 
in the huge area over which the London Electric Supply 
Corporation possesses statutory powers, and is traversed by 
the trunk mains of that pioneer company. Nevertheless, 
the Vestry, filled with the modern spirit of progress, decided 
six years ago to embark upon the supply of electricity on 
its own account, with the result that a municipal electricity 
works was formally opened on the 23rd of last month, as 
recently chronicled in our columns. 

This result was not arrived at without overcoming the 


delayed in passing through the House of Commons, so that 
it arrived in the Upper House too late to become law during 
that session. Undeterred, however, the Vestry began again 
in 1898; а second inquiry was held in 1899, the same 
opposition being experienced, the order was granted, and in 
June, 1901,the Vestry, now а Borough Council, was rewarded 
for its perseverance by the Royal assent to the Bill. 

À site was purchased adjoining the Town Hall and other 
municipal buildings in Limasol Street, a very central posi- 
tion with regard to the lighting area; provision was made 
for a refuse destructor to be worked in combination with the 
electricity supply undertaking. Plans and specifications were 
prepared by &he consulting engineers, and the contracte were 
awarded as follows :— 


BEBMONDSEY.—GENEBRATING PLANT. 


most strenuous opposition, and surmounting extraordinary 
difficulties; in fact, the Vestry of Bermondsey was the first 
local anthority to obtain powers to compete with a company 
already in possession of the field. The first steps were taken 
in 1896, when a committee was appointed to consider the 
matter; Messrs. Kincaid, Waller & Manville were appointed 
consulting engineers, and after their report had been sub- 
mitted in 1897, it was resolved to apply for a provisional 
order. The application was opposed at the Board of Trade 
inquiry in 1898 by the London Electric Supply Corporation, 
and by the County of London and Brush Provincial Electric 
Lighting Company, who were also seeking powers in the 
parish ; the Vestry’s application was, however, granted. The 
confirmation Bill was opposed in Parliament, and was 


Messrs. Todd & Newman. 
Messrs. Hughes & Stirling. 


Buildings oop -— 
Destructor, boilers, fans, 
economiser and chimney. 


Dynamos, engines, balancer Messrs. The Thames Iron Works 
and booster. Company. 
Pipes, pumps, &c. Messrs. Spencer, Limited. 
Btorage battery Messrs. The Tudor Accumulator 
Company, Limited. 
Switchboard and public light- Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd. 
ing. 
Water softener . The Stanhope Engineering Co., 
Limited. 
Artesian well ... a Менвтв. W. Brown & Son. 
Mains and conduits ... 


Messrs W. T. Glover & iCo., 
Limited. ET | 

Mesars. Venner & Co. 

Mes«re. The National Electric r 
Wiring Company, Limited.  ,, 


F 


Electricity meters ach 
Wiring station and buildings. 
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Mr. W. H. Vincent was appointed borough electrical 
engineer, and supervised the erection of the plant and the 
laying of the mains, in conjunction with the consulting engi- 
neers, Messrs, Kincaid, Waller & Manville. 


мч 


The destructor was designed by Mr. A. J. Liversedge, and 
consists of six cells, each capable of destroying 10 tons of 
refuse per day. There are three Babcock & Wilcox single- 
drum boilers, working at 160 lbs. per sq. in. ; each boiler has 
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BERMONDSEY.— Main SWITCHBOARD. 


The buildings consist of engine room and destructor house, 
pump and fan room, battery room, and offices. "The engine 
room measures 50 ft. x 39 ft., and is served by a 10-ton 
travelling crane, built by Messrs. Carrick & Ritchie. The 
room is well lighted from the roof, and a temporary wall of 
galvanised iron at one end provides facility for carrying 
out extensions. The foundations of the generating plant are 
based upon a concrete bed 8 ft. thick to minimise vibration, 
and the floor is paved with wood blocks. The destructor 
house is 80 ft. long x 62 ft. wide. The chimney is 150 ft. 


a grate area of 90 sq. ft., and a heating surface of 
2,010 sq. ft. Dead weight safety valves and Hopkinson 
high steam and low-water alarms are fitted to all the boilers, 
as well as a steam jet to clean the tubes. 

~ The refuse is brought in the collecting vans up an inclined 
roadway to a tipping floor, and is tipped into bins over the 
cells, whence it is shovelled as required through rectangular 
shoots upon a hearth at the back of the furnace; here it is 
dried, the vapours being cremated by passing over the hottest 
part of the furnace. 


BERMONDSEY.—BALANCER AND Moron-BoosTER. 


high, and 6 ft. 6 in. in diameter at the top, lined with fire- 
brick to а height of 50 ft., and surrounded at the base with 
a dust-separating chamber. А coal store capable of holding 
230 tons is provided, i 


The flues and dampers are arranged in such a way that 
each boiler and cell may be worked independently of the rest, 
and the boilers may be fired with coal whether the destructor 
is working or not. The main flue is in duplicate. 


pF d 
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T? Forced draught is provided by means of three fans, each 
designed to deliver 8,000 cub, ft. of air per minute under a 
head of 3 in. of water. The cells are also fitted with steam 
jets, which may be used if necessary. Two of the fans 
are driven through gearing by single-cylinder vertical Sheil 


BERMONDSEY.—BoILERS, FROM TIPPING PLATFORM, 


engines. The third is coupled direct to an electric motor 
of 15 В.Н.Р., semi-enclosed, made by Messrs. D. Bruce 
Peebles & Co., and running at 700 r.p.m. 

g The feed pumps are of the differential compound type, made 
by Messrs. J. Р. Hall & Co.; two are provided, each having 
а delivery capacity of 1,800 gallons of water per hour at 
boiler pressure. The steam and feed piping are in duplicate. 
The water supply is at present derived from the town mains, 
which feed a storage tank above the pump room, capable of 
holding 10,000 gallons; an artesian well is in course 
of construction. A  water-softening plant, capable of 
dealing with 2,000 gallons of water per hour, has been 
installed, on the Stanhope system. 

A Green economiser is provided, 
consisting of 200 tubes, with bye-passes 
and dampers ; the scrapers are driven 
у a small electric motor. 

The steam piping consists of a ring 
main, one leg of which is in the 
engine room, and the other in the 
boiler house ; the boilers feed into the 
datter at three points, and stop valves 
are provided to divide the ring into 
sections when necessary. Large steam 
&eparators are also fixed on the mains 
between the boilers and the engine 
qoom. 

The steam pipes are of wrought- 
steel, lap-welded, and the main valves 
are of the through-way pattern, with 
<ast-steel bodies. 

The generating plant consists at 
present of three dynamos, built by 
the Thames Iron Works Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Company, Limited, 
and coupled direct to Willans engines. 
Two of the dynamos are six-polar, 
and have an output of 150 Kw. each 
at 480 — 520 volte 385 r.p.m.; 
these are coupled to three-crank engines. The third 
set consists of а four-pole dynamo, of 75-KW. output 
at the same pressures, driven by a two-crank engine at 450 
r. pm. The steam consumption of these sets, when tested, 
was found to be below the guaranteed maximum con- 


" 
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sumption, so that the manufacturers became entitled to a 
bonus. 

The frames of tbe machines are of an unusual type, 
being provided with flanges running round the yoke, which 
is divided in the horizontal plane. The magnet poles are 

| NS cast with the yoke, and are traversed 
by a radial gap, passing completely 
through to the pole face. The frame 
and outer bearing are carried on a 
massive base-plate, upon which the 
engine bed-plate is mounted. The 
field coils are piled up in a pyramidal 
form. 

The armature is of the usual barrel- 
wound type, with a clear space through 
the armature and commutator spiders, 
and the lubrication is of the automatie 
ring description. 

The brush gear is of a novel pattern, 
the carbon brushes being curved 
radially, and lying on a correspondingly 
curved support. 

The branches from the main steam 
pipe to the engines are single, and are 
taken in smooth curves of large radius 
from the upper side of the main pipe, 
so as to assist in separating water from 
the steam, and to provide an elastic 
connection with the engines. The 
exhaust pipe is underground. 

The auxiliary electrical plant consists 
of a balancer and a motor booster. 
The former is composed of two 
similar machines coupled together, of 
the two-pole overtype, rated at 15 Kw. 
each, and running at 800 revolutions 
per minute. The booster set is used for charging the 
storage batteries, and consists of two boosters, each rated at 
8 KW. (80 amperes at 10—100 volts), driven by a motor 
placed between them and running at 800 revolutions. per 
minute. These machines are fixed under the switchboard 
gallery. 

Provision is made for using the boosters both to charge 
the batteries and to assist in discharging them. 

The batteries are arranged in two sets of 140 each, and are 
of the Tudor L.B. 11 type, in glass boxes. Their combined 
capacity is 83 amperes at 510 volts for six hours, or on 
emergency 300 amperes for one hour. The battery leads 
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Fig. 1.—SINGLE-PHASE WESTINGHOUSE INTEGRATING WATTMETER WITH COVER OPEN. 


are insulated with india-rubber and lead-covered. A portable 
“milking booster" is provided for charging individual 


cella. 


The main switchboard was supplied by Messrs. Crompton 
and Co., Limited ; it is mounted on a lofty gallery, and 


266 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 50. No. 1,264, Ғаввсавт 14, 1902. 


consiste of enamelled slate panels carried in à wrought-iron 
frame | 

There are three generator panels, each equipped with a 
British Thomson - Houston circuit breaker, ammeter, 
paralleling voltmeter, and double-pole main switch. A 
shunt breaking and discharge D.P. switch interlocked with 
the main switch, rheostat, Siemens zero current cut-out, fuse 
and ammeter, are also provided. 


fifth feeding point is provided near the generating 
station. Each feeder is about 0°6 mile in length, 
and is led into a feeder pillar fitted with three three-pole 
switch cut-outs on a slate base insulated with oil, to which 
the distributors are connected. By this means very 
convenient access to the distributors is obtained, and provision 
is also made for connecting an indicator їп circuit 
with any distributor, so as to ascertain the maximum demand 


Fig. 2.—81NGLE-PHASE WESTINGHOUSE INTEGRATING WATTMETER WITH COUNTING TRAIN, PERMANENT MaGNET AND Disc REMOVED. 


Each of the battery panels carries a 16-way regulating 
switch of the vertical type, fuses, and booster switches. А 
D.P. main switch and fuses is mounted partly on each panel. 
A charging ammeter, field break and reversing switch, 
booster rheostat, and two T.H. watt-hour meters with plug 
bars, for measuring the charge and discharge, are also fixed 
on each of the battery panels. 

The measuring panel is equipped with two watt-hour 
meters with plug bars, and three voltmeters with illuminated 
dials, 

The balancer panel is fitted with three ammeters on the 
three wires, field rheostat, double starting switch and fuses, 
and a starting switch for the booster motor. 

A special panel is set aside for lighting the Town 
Hall and other buildings, from either the bus bars or the 
battery at will. It is fitted with two ammeters, a voltmeter, 
throw-over switch and D.P. fuse, and a number of circuit 
switches. 

There are three feeder panels, each carrying two volt- 
meters, four ammeters, two D.P. switches, and four duplex 
fuses. 

Lastly, there are two arc panels, each equipped with 
four ammeters ; each of the eight arc circuits is also pro- 
vided with a D.P. switch and fuse, a regulating resistance, 
and a watt-hour meter. 

All the instruments on the board (except the watt-hour 
meters) are of Messrs. Crompton & Co.’s moving coil type. 
The feeder voltmeters are of the compensated type, so as to 
indicate the pressure at the feeding pointe without the use 
of pilot; wires ; we are at a loss to understand why this well- 
known method is not more generally used. 

Regulating resistances are provided in circuit with the 
Town Hall feeders, on account of their short length. 

The middle wire earth panel is placed below the switch- 
board gullery, and is equipped with an Elliott recording 
ammeter, Crompton ammeter and cut-out, and plug bars. 

The supply mains are laid on the three-wire system, with 
a declared pressure of 240 volts. Four. feeders have been 
laid, of the triple concentric lead-covered type, insulated 
with diatrine paper and lead covered, made by Messrs. W. T. 
Glover & Co., Limited. Three of these have a cross-section 
ef 0:125 sq. in., and the fourth is of 0°25 sq. in. A 


upon it. The distributors, like the feeders, are of the triple- 
concentric type; the latter are drawn into Doulton conduits, 
while the former are laid on the solid system in earthenware 
troughing. "^. Oti a0 

The public lighting at present comprises 71 10-ampere 
double arc lamps, of the Crompton type, arranged, for the 
most part, in series of 10 each. Each lamp-post is also fitted 
with two 16-c.P. lamps, switched on at midnight, an iso- 
lating switch, and an Edmunds automatic switch. 

The reception accorded to the municipal supply has been 
very encouraging, and already there are 6,000 8-c.P. lamps 
connected. Numerous industries flourish in Bermondsey, 
and there is strong reason to believe that owing to the ever- 
increasing value of land and taxation on the north side of 


Fic. 3.—DrnGRAM SHOWING ELECTR -MAGNET AND ELICTrRICAL 
CIRCUITS OF THE WESTINGHOUSE INTEGRATING WATTMETER. 


the river, many large factories will in the near 
future be transferred to the south side, where these im- 
portant considerations are less burdensome. Moreover, large 
railway stations and depôts are included within the lighting 
area. The Borough Council, whose authority extends over 
the adjoining parish of Rotherhithe, is seeking powers in the 
current session of Parliament to supply electricity in that 
district also, a district largely composed of docks and ч harves, 
where a considerable demand for both power and lighting 
is certain to be developed within no long period of time. 
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Up to the present the supply of steam from the destructor 
has proved more than sufficient to satisfy the requirements 
of the electricity works ; though, of course, this cannot be 
the case for very long, it necessarily implies a very appreci- 
able saving in cost of fuel both now and in the future. 
Plant has been put down by the Council for the purpose of 
manufacturing paving flags from clinker, and for other 
purposes, leading to an additional economy. 

Mr. W. H. Vincent, M. I. E. E., the borough electrical 
engineer, previously occupied a similar position with the Town 
Council of Ashton, where he initiated important improve- 
ments, both in the electricity works, and in the refuse 
destructor, which are now in process of completion; bis 
experience. therefore, will be especially valuable to the 
Borough Council in ascertaining in the shortest possible time 
the best and most economical system of working the com- 
bined undertaking. His assistants are Mr. J. W. A. Binnor 
and Mr. J. Hawes. We ate indebted to Mr. Vincent for 
the opportunity of photographing the plant, and obtaining 
the particulars embodied in this article. 


THE WESTINGHOUSE INTEGRATING 
WATTMETER. 


Іг is doubtfal whether any single accessory of electrical engineer- 
ing bas been accorded so much of the inventor's zeal and research 
as has the electricity supply meter. Ever since the supply of 
electricity became a commercial business the production of а supply 
meter which would indicate the quantity of energy consumed by a 
customer, and not simply the amount he had to pay for, has been 
sought. The result is that electric meters of all types, sizes, weights 
aud shapes have been put forward from time to time. All known 
propertie: of electricity have been tried in these meters. Some 
are based on the heating effect of the current, others on electro- 
lvtic act'on, and others on electro-magnetism. Those working 
on the fast mentioned principle bave gradually asserted their 
superiority, and recent efforts have been directed almost solely to 
its perfection. It would, no doubt, be of considerable interest to 
trace out the gradual development of meters, but such, to be com- 
plete, would require quite а volume, and, incomplete, would 1с of 
little value. 

This article is devoted to a description of a modern type 
of electricity supply meter, and in view of the fact that the 
electricity meter is to-day as much a subject of interest to the 
general public as to the electrical engineer, will no doubt prove to 
be of service to many. The Westinghouse integrating wattmeter 
is a recent invention, but although the meters have been on the 
market only for a very short time, they have already gained wide 
popularity. It is an alternating current meter, and gives accurate 
records direct in Board of Trade units. 

The construction of the mcter is shown in the foregoing illustra- 
tions,which indicate the extreme simplicity of it- parts; as а matter 
of fact, the superiority of the meter is entirely owing to its being 
of a design which combines the accuracy of a delicate electrical 
laboratory instrument with a strong and portable mechanical 
structure. The meter is practically a form of alternate current 
induction motor in which the primary circuit is fixed, while the 
secondary rotates at a rate directly proportional to the real power 
of the primary circuit. 

The primary consists of an electro-magnet of the shape shown 
in fig. 3. It consists practically of two horsc-shoe magnets, the 
two lower poles of which are combined to form one pole, while the 
two upper poles remain apart, divided by the small vertical gap v. 
Into the horizontal gap mH, between the lower pole and the two 
upper poles, projects a disc, which forms the secondary and moving 
part of the meter. The secondary consists simply of a small light 
disc mounted on a short spindle, the upper end of which, as is 
usual, engages with a train of recording wheels, while the lower 
end rests in a jewelled step. There are no rotating coils or wires, 
and current does not require to be led into the rotating part. There 
are thus no moving contacts, commutators, &c. 

The windings of the primary consist of a series coil, shunt coils, 
and compensation coils. Thc lower combined pole carries the 
series coil The shunt coil is split into two portions, one being 
wound on cach of the upper poles; they are so connected as to 
magnetise the core as a continuous ring, the magnetic flow passing 
across gap v. The small short-circuited coil, c, is to compensate 
for running friction. It is adjusted to give a condition in which 
the secondary will just not revolve when the shunt coil alone is in 
circuit at its maximum voltage. The rotation of the disc is retarded 
by a permanent magnet, as is usual in several older types of meters. 
The magnet i8 carried on slides by which its position with regard to 
the disc can be adjusted. 

The series coil consists of a few turns of thick insulated wire 
coupled direct in one of the mains of tbe external circuit. The 
shunt coil is in series with an inductive resistance consisting of a 
fine wire coil wound on an iron core fixed in the basc of the meter, the 
object being to secure a phase difference between the shunt aud 
series currents of the meter, so that a shifting field can be obtained 
to rotate the secondary. As is well known, the phase difference 


should, if possible, be 90", and the shunt circuit is adjusted to give 
this difference with an ordinary incandescent lamp load or other 
practically non-inductive load on the external circuit. 

The series current and the shunt current differing from each 
other by a quarter of a period, the effect is to produce a shifting 
magnetic field of varying intensity across the horizontal gap, H. 
Taking the effect over a complete period, with the series current at 
Zero, the shunt current is а maximum and the core is magnetised ав a 
simple ring, the magnetic tlux passing across the small vertical 
gap, v, апа there being no flow or only a very slight leakage across 
gap H ; as the series current rises in value and the shunt current is 
decreasing, a field is produced between the lower pole-piece and one 
of the upper pole-pieces; the magnetic flux is thus restricted to one 
side of gap H. This field rises in intensity to reach a maximum 
when the series and shunt currents are both positive and equal in 
value. From this point the shunt current decreases to zero, and 
the series current reaches its maximum positive value, when the 
flux becomes even between the lower poleand both the others, therc 
being a uniform field across gap H, and no flow across gap v. As 
the series current decreases from its maximum positive value, the 
shunt current is rising from zero to a negative value, and the flux 
gradually shifts along gap н until, when the series and shunt 
currents are equal and opposite in value, the flux is concentrated 
between the lower pcle and the other upper pole. From this point 
the shunt coil rises to its maximum negative value as the series 
current descends to zero, and thus there is no magnetic flow through 
H, but the core is again magnetised as a simple ring by the shunt. 
coil, the total flux passing across v. This cycle is repeated through 
the other half of the period, the only change being the change in 
direction of the magnetic flow, and the whole is continuous, period 
by period. It will be scen, therefore, that thc field across gap H 
changes from zero to a gradually increasing flux at onc side between 
the lower pole and one of the upper poles, then spreads evenly over 
the gap, and then concentrates between the lower pole and the 
other upper pole, the field thus shifting repeatedly from опе side of 
the gap to the other. The effect of the shifting field is to cause 
the disc to rotate, operating on the well-known principles of the 
induction motor. | 

The meter measures the true energy supplied to the external 
circuit under all conditions of inductive or non-inductive load. It 
will be secn from this description of a single-phase meter that the 
same principle is easily adaptable for polyphase meters. They are 
manufactured for two-phase and three-phase circuits, and in all 
cases record the true enerev of the circuit whether the phases are 
balanced or not, and under all conditions of power factor. This feature 
is particularly important, and forms one of the most noteworthy 
improvements in meter practice exhibited hy the Westinghouse meter. 

The meter, whether for single-phase or polyphase circuita, is 
light, small and portable. It is enclosed in a dust, insect and 
moisture proof сазе, sealed by the manufacturers, who are thus 
enabled to guarantee its operation. "The moving parts are neither 
clamped nor packed separately, but the meter as sent from the 
works is ready for immediate use. The terminals are in a separate 
small enclosed chamber at the top of the meter, the lid of which 
can be sealed by the supply company; thus the meter connections 
can be readily made without liability of damage to the meter parts, 
No multiplying constant is required, the mcters recording direct 
in watt-hours or kilowatt-hours. They are calibrated very 
accurately, and the accuracy of their records is maintained over the 
entire range of the meters, aud is said to be permanent. With regard 
to the range of the meters, they are guaranteed to commence record- 
ing with 'a load of one-half of 1 per cent. of their rated full load 
capacity. They have, morcover, an overload capacity of 50 per 
cent. above their rated capacity, апа the accuracy of their records, 
we understand, is maintained right up to this degree of overload. 

A novel feature in connection with these meters is that they are, 
in all sizes, designed su that when running on their rated full load 
circuit, the dise rotates at the rate of 50 r.p.m. At other loads the 
rate of rotation is directly proportional up to the point of 50 per 
cent. overload when, of course, the disc will rotate 75 times per 
minute. The knowledge of this fact enables any customer, not 
having means at hand for calibrating the supply meters, to readily 
check with fair accuracy the records of the meters. The losses in 
the meter coils are very low. In meters working on 100-volt to 
200-volt circuits the loss in the shunt coil docs not exceed from 
14 to 14 watts, The loss in the series coil of a 5-ampere meter at 
full load does not exceed 0'5 watt; this loss would, of course, bs 
less in larger-sized meters. The makers guarantee that the total 
full load loss in а 5-impere single-phase meter docs not exceed 
from ?4 to 3 watts. 

Electrical accuracy and permanency of calibration, combined with 
a strong, simple and well-finished mechanical construction, are 
some of the more important features of the manufacture of this 
meter, and judging by the extent to which the mcter is being 
adopted, the makers have succeeded in producing а supply meter 
possessing points of such marked superiority as to lead one to expect 
that it will rapidly take a place in the front rank for alternate 
current working. 


Liverpool.—.\t a meeting of the Liverpool City Council 
last week the chairman of the E.L. Committee reported that there 
had been а large increase in the profits both from lighting and 
power supply during the year. Private consumption for lighting 
had increased 244 per cent., and the consumption for power 69 per 
cent. The Corporation supply had increased 224 per cent. for 
lighting, and 36 per cent. for powcr. The receipts had amounted 
to £165,500, and the expenditure to £85,000. 


ee ee — ‘a 


268 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. vol. 50. No. 1,264, Равволвх 14, 1902. 


NOTES. 


(Continucd from page 262.) 


Electrical Contractors’ Association (Liverpool).— 
A meeting of the electrical contractors of Liverpool and District 
was held last Friday at the Bradford Hotel, with the object of 
forming н trade association. Mr. Bland, A. M. I. E. E., of Newcastle, 
president of the Northern Section of the National Association of 
Electrical Contractors, gave an able and interesting address on the 
objects of the association. An enthusiastic discussion followed, 
principally on the injustice of municipal competition by the Liver- 
pool Corporation, and also protesting against manufacturers and 
supply houses supplying goods and giving full trade terms to per- 
sons who are not legitimate contractors. A resolution was unani- 
mously passed that “ Тһе electrical contractors here represented 
form the nucleus of an association, to be affiliated with the Northern 
Section, and to be called the Liverpool and District Association of 
Electrical Contractors.” A chairman and committec of 20 were 
appointed pro tem. to deal with the business, with Mr. а. J. 
Harford, 47, Tithebarn Street, Liverpool, as hon. sec. The next 


meeting will be held on February 14th, at 7 p.m., at the Bradford 
Hotel, Liverpool. 


L. C. C. Clauses.— At Tuesday's meeting of the I. C. C. 
the Highways Committee reported having had under consideration 
specification and forms of tender for the supply of the stoneware 
ducts required for the feeders and mains in connection with the 
reconstruction of the tramways. It had been represented that the 
Council’s clauses relating to wages and hours of labour were inap- 
plicable in this instance, owing to the special nature of the work, 
and the conditions obtaining in the trade as regards the payment 
of workmen. A special clause was inserted in the contract for rails, 
and the Committee suggested that a similar clause should apply in 
all contracts for stoneware ducts for the tramways. The Committee, 


thercfore, recommended the Council to agree to the insertion of 
the following clause :— 


All wages to workmen for work executed by the contractor under this con- 
tract shall be paid by the contractor at the rates arranged between the 
employers and workmen in the pottery trade in that part of the country where 
the order is placed. The Council reserves power to cancel this contract so far 
as relates to any part of the work, not delivered and taken over at any time, on 
one week's notice, should it be proved to the satisfaction of the Council that 


lower rates than the said arranged rates have been, or are being, paid in the 
execution of this contract. 


The consideration of the proposal was adjourned. 


Berlin Railways.—It is stated that the Electric 


Elevated and Underground Railway in Berlin will be opened to 
general traffic on the 18th inst. 


Plant for Sale.— The Newcastle upon-Tyne Electric 
Supply Company are advertising for disposal the plant installed at 
their Pandon Dene station, including Robey engines (300 to 550 
I.H.P.), Mordey Victoria alternators (100 to 300 xw.), Lancashire 
boilers with mechunical stokers, Green's economiser, and a number 
uf transformers. The plant is stated to bein first-class condition, 
and is only to be disposed of in consequence of the recent change 


in the company’s system, and the erection of the Wallsend 
generating station. | 


Progress Sure to be Made Now '—A New York 
telegram says that a New Jersey Company has just been formed 
With the nume of the Great Britain Railways Development 
Corporation, to build or purchase electric lines in England in places 


where the transit facilities are inadequate or the equipment behind 
the agc. 


American Fires.—The U.S. has had another of its big 
fires, this time at Paterson, where the blaze was tet going at the 


Trolley Company's car shed. Тһе electric lighting works and gas 


works were both burned down, and there was a complete break- 
down of telegraphic and telephonic communication, but these 
apparently are among the smaller details. Churches, banks, news- 


paper offices, Christian associations, hotels, and public libraries, 
have all alike perished. 


Artesian Well Pumps.—In our description of the 
South London electricity works last week we stated that the 
artesian well was sunk by Messrs. Isler & Co. This, we understand, 
was an error. It was sunk, on the advice of Mr. W. H. Booth, by 
Messrs. Dunn & Booth. The air lift pump was, we believe, erected 
by Messrs. Isler & Co, to give 6,000 gallons per hour, the comfort- 
able yield of the bore-hole. Though air lift pumps have the dis- 
advantage of requiring considerably more power to work them, they 
have the advantage that they will give the maximum yield of a 
bore-hole. To obtain 6,000 gallons of water froma well such 
as that of the South London electricity works would require an 
8 in. deep well pump in a bore-hole of 10 in. diamcter. But if the 
amount is there to be picked up a 6 in. well will yield the supply. 
The air lift principle can, however, only be applied when the well 
is deep enough to permit of the air pipes being carried down 
neatly twice as far below the levelof the water when it is being 
pumped, as this level stands below the point of delivery. Thus if 
the pumped level is 100 ft. below thc point of delivery, the air 
pipes must reach, say, to 300 ft. It is also important that the rising 
main of an air lift pump should not be too large, or the action of the 
pump will be wasteful aud intermittent. 


- 


Institution of Junior Engineers,—At a mecting held 
at the Westminster Palace Hotel cn February 7th, a paper, “The 
Electric Passenger Elevator,” was read by Mr. William J. Cooper. 
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Society of Arts.— On March 5th Mr. E. Price Edwards 
is to lecture on “ Sound Signals.” 

On March 19th Prof. S. P. Thompson will lecture on “ Opto- 
technics“; and at a later meeting Mr. J. Clifton Robinson will deal 
with the subject of London Tramways.” 

On Wednesday, 12th inst, Mr. W. L. Madgen lectured on In- 


dustrial Re-distribution and its connection with the Overcrowding 
Question.” 


` The South-Western Railway Company and Electric 
Tramway Competition.—Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. Campbell, 
speaking at a recent meeting of the London and South-Western 
Railway Company, referred to electric tramway competition. 
He said that, as their decrease in the third - class traffic showed, 
they were, as nearly all railway companies were, feeling the effects 
of electric tramway competition in the suburban districts, not only 
of London, but of other large towns. With the advance which had 
been made in electric traction such competition was inevitable; but 
such competition ought fairly to be limited to crowded districts, 
and it would not be reasonable to allow it to extend beyond the 
immediate suburbs, or it would become a most improper and unfair 
competition. The districts beyond immediate suburbs had been 
built up by the railway, which had spent millions to provide transit . 
accommodation for the public and which had provided their own 
roads, while the rates they had paid had largely built up the funds 
by which the highways, of which the tramway companies ask the 


free use, had been made. Either the railway companies ought, if 


tramways competition was to be extended, to be relieved of the 
burden of the passenger duty, and to some extent of the rates (the 
incidence of which should be in proportion to the service rendered), 
or the tramway companies should pay such a rental for the use of the 
roads as would cause a reduction in the rates, and thus to an extent 
reduce the burden of the railway companies. They should not fail 
to press these views on the Parliamentary Committee who dealt 
with any Tramway Bills they might have to oppose this session. 
So far as London traffic was concerned, they had deemed it 
expedient to issue third-class season tickets to certain stations in 
order to give the public the fullest inducement to continue to travel 
by their route. They were carefully watching the results of this 
with a view of extending the issue of such tickets should it appear 
expedient in the interests of the shareholders; but the portion of 
their loss which they could not well make up, or, indeed, prevent 
increasing, was that between the local suburban stations, which 
could not fail to be diverted by a constant service of tramcars along 
the public road. 


Royal Society.— The Prince of Wales was formally 
admitted a Fellow of the Society on Thursday last week. After the 
customary ceremonial, H.R.H. listened to a paper on “Radial 
Activity and the Electron Theory," by Sir W. Crookes, and made a 
brief speech, in the course of which he expressed hearty sympathy 
with “that scientific study and research which now, more than 
cver, has become so important and essential in our national life.” 


Personal.—The Leeds Tramway Committee have decided 
to recommend the Corporation to appoint Mr. Jno. Builie Hamilton, 
of Glasgow, as general manager of the City tramways at a salary of 
£900 a year. Mr. Wharam, who is retiring, though being relieved 
of active service, will receive his old salary until the end of 1903, 
so that, if need be, he will assist his successor. : 

Mr. Blackburn, who for some years has held the position of 
manager of the Electric Construction Works, Bushbury, has 
resigned; and he has been succeeded by Messrs. E. S. Moore and 
W. Bullock, as joint managers. Both have been associated with the 
works for some time. 


Mr. R. G. Hazeel has been appointed electrician on the Barnstaple 
and Linton Railway. 

Motor-inspector King, who is leaving the Sheffield Corporation 
electric tramways to take up a position on the Brighton tramways 
system was presented with a gold watch and chain by his old 
friende, the inspectors, motormen, and conductors, at Sheffield, tho 
other day. 

A marriage has been arranged, and will shortly take place, 
between Mr. P. V. Luke, C.I.E., late of the Indian Telegraph 
Department, and Mabel, youngest daughter of Mr. Fredcrick 
Clifford, K.C., of Collingham Gardens, South Kensington. 

Mr. John Longdon, telegraph inspector, having retired from the 
service of the Midland Hailway Company, after being connected 
with them and the Electrical International Telegraph Company for 
the long period of 54 years, was made the recipient of several 
presents, which consisted of a handsome clock and a pipe, and an 
umbrella for Mrs. Longdon, by his old friends. 


Lectures.—Before the East of Scotland Engineering 
Association, at Edinburgh, on 3rd inst., Mr. R. A. Knibbs read a 
paper on “ The Sykes Electro-mechanical Signalling System." 

Mr. Е. Salsbury, postmaster of Liverpool, delivered an interesting 
lecture ou “Тһе Growth of the Postal and Telegraph Service 
before members of the Postal and Telegraph Temperance League, 
at Liverpool on Wednesday last week. 

A course of lectures on Alternating Electric Currents " is to be 
given in Leeds, under the auspices of the West Riding County 


Council, on the first four Saturday afternoons in March, by Dr. J. A. 
Fleming. 


Concert,.—'l'he first smoking concert of the Electrical 
Wiremen's Association is to be held at the Pins Apple," Bucking « 
ham Gate, on Tuesday evening next, 18th inst. 
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Niagara.—The Niagara Falls Power Company has, 
says our correspondent there, authorised the completion of 
the installation in Wheel-pit No. 2 of its great work in 
connection with the development of Niagara power. This 
wheel-pit is located on the company’s inlet canal oppo- 
site Wheel-pit No. 1. It is 463 ft. long and approximately 
180 ft. deep. It is to have 11 turbines, each of 5,000 E. P., 
installed near the bottom, and this will give the pi output 
capacity of 55,000 н.р. When the pit was well under way the 
Niagara Falls Company placed orders in Philadelphia for six 


5, 000-H. P. turbines, and in Schenectady, with the General Electric 


Company, for the same number of 5,000 н.р. generators, which 
would give a partial development of the resources of the pit, or 
30,000 н.р. Now, when the wheel-pit is about completed and the 
power house is being erected over it, the announcement is made 
that the additional five 5, 000-H P. turbines and generators аге to be 
ordered at once. 
25,000 н.р. is a big order. It means more work for the skilled 
hands of Philadelphia, while in another way it is signifi- 
cant of the fact that the Niagara Falls Power Company can 
look ahead and see where this wonderful and additional amount 
of power will be required. It ів significant of a continuation of 
the country's industrial growth, for Niagara has become such an 


industrial centre that it is somewhat of a pulse of progress in the 


manofacturing line. When the installation in this second great 
slot in the earth is completed, the Niagara Falls Power Company 
will have at its command no less than 105,000 нр. All the water 
that is used by the turbines in the development of this stupendous 
amount of power passes from the two wheel-pits to the Lower 
Niagara through a tunnel over a mile long, which is built 
about 200 ft. below the streets of the city. For all this 
distance it was cut through solid rock, and is lined 
with vitrified brick four courses thick. It is one of the 
greatest works of the kind ever attempted by engineers. 
That the methods of the Canadian Niagara Power Company are to 
be very similar to those of the Niagara Falls Power Company, in 
the development of the power of Niagara Falls on the Canadian 
side, is indicated by the fact that the Canadian Niagara Power 
Company has just purchased a tract of 300 acres of land above 
the Dafferin Islands and above the Clark Hill district. The 
land in question belonged to the Sutherland Macklem estate, and 
it is most desirably located adjoining the Victoria Park. It will be 
recalled that the development of the Canadian Niagara Power 
Company is located in Victoria Park, and that the agreement 
between the company and the commissioners of the park is to the 
effect that al Ithe power generated in the great plant shall be trans- 
mitted and used outside of the park lands. Thus this tract of land 
recently purchased will make desirable sites for prospective great 
factories, which may find it advantageous to be located on the Cana- 
dian side instead of on the New York side at the Falls. It is very 
evident that when the Canadian Niagara power development is 
under way, the British markets will feel the effect of the 
development, because of the fact that the products of the plants 
there located will have access, duty free, to all of the British 
markets. This will mean eager competition in some fields, without 
doubt, but it remains for the development to fully indicate in just 
what lines the competition will be most sevcre. The property pur- 
chased may also be used аз а site for an industrial village, similar 
to the Niagara Falls suburb of Echota on the New York side. This 
will make it possible for the workmen of the plants to secure com- 
fortable homes at reasonable rentals. 


St. Petersburg Exhibition.—English manufacturers 
are being strongly urged to take part in the British Exhibition at 
St. Petersburg in the cominy summer. It seems to furnish an 
excellent opportunity for our manufacturers of all kinds of electrical 
machinery and apparatus to make a great effort to secure 
a better hold upon the Russian clectrical markets, which arc said 
to be a very promising field at the present moment. All who are 
in any way interested in this matter should write to the controlling 
spirit in the exhibition, Mr. J. H. Johnson, of 12, Voznisensky 
Prospect, St. Petersburg. 


Appointments Vacant.—A telephone manager (£200 
to £260) is wanted for Tunbridge Wells; resident engineer for 
Maidenhead at £150; assistant electrical engineer for Hampstead 
at £150; the Crompton and Royton U.D.Cs. want applications 
from engineers to carry out systems of electric lighting and tram- 
ways; assistant lighting and tramways engineer for Southend at 
£150; shift engineer for Manchester at £150. 


Submerged Electric Lamps.— In our issue of the 
7th inst. a correspondent asked to be referred to any tirm that can 
give any information regarding the above. Messrs. W. Mcticoch 
and Co, Limited, of Glasgow, inform us that they have several 
times made portable submerged electric lamps for tishing purposes. 


H. I. S. “ Irresistible." —A successful trial of the 
electric lights and motors of H.M.S. /rresis(itle, lying at the Royal 
Dockyard, Chatham, took place on Wednesday. The Zrresisti/le is 
a twin-sorew battleship of the first class (armoured , 14,500 tons, 
1.H.P. 15,000. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 
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We are pleased to record the great success of the first Bohemian 
Concert held by the Cricket Club of the Charing Cross and 
Btrand Electricity Supply Corporation. On Saturday night last, 


The contract for machines that will develop 


LI 


February 8th, а crowded hall and a most enthusiastic audience at 
the City of New York Hotel, Holborn, repaid the organisers for 
their strenuous efforts in providing an excellent entertainment. 
The cricket club is but one year old, and as is not unusual with 
infantile organisations, fell into debt in its first season. However, 
it is now relieved of its trouble, and has a good balance in hand to 
start on the forthcoming season. We wish every success to the 
cricket club of this important and enterprising corporation. 

The Croydon electricity works staff held their annual dinner on 
February 5th, the borough electrical engineer, Mr. T. MINSHALL, 
being in the chair. The works, as our readers are aware, are now 
of considerable dimensions, and the chairman intimated that they 
could without much diffüculuy arrange to supply current wholesale 
to the proposed Brighton Railway if the promoters would let them 
know in time. The speeches, as usual, were few and far between, 
the gaps being filled by the musical members of the staff on various 
instruments. A feature of the evening was the presence of thc 


vice-chairman of the Electricity Committee as a guest, emphasising 


the spirit of harmonious co-operation which has been an impor- 
tant factor in the history of the undertaking. 

The South Shields Council have granted to Mr. 9. ROBERTSON, 
station superintendent at the Corporation Electricity Works, the 
sum of £25 for extra work incurred during the late vacancy in chict 
engineer's position; they have also granted an increase to Mr. A. G. 
Hiscock, mains superintendent, from £130 to £150 per annum, and 
to Mr. J. C. Perersen, chief clerk, from £2 to £2 5s. per week. 

There were 57 applications for the post of resident electrical 
engineer to the Bray township, in place of Mr. T. Tomuinson, В.Е. 
Mr. WirkiNs (Dublin United Tramways, Ringsend station) was 
appointed. | 
Mr. C. Furness, the borough electrical engineer of Devonport, 
1s one of three candidates selected for a similar post xt Blackpool. 

Mr. W. S. MACKRILL, one of the assistant engineers at the Peter- 
borough Corporation electricity works, haviug secured a position 
under Messrs. Allen, Son & Co. at the Queen's engineering works at 
Bedford, received a handsome present from his colleagues on his 
removal. 

Mr. G. NOWLAN has resigned his position as assistant engineer to 
the Harrogate Corporation, having obtained an appointment with 
the British Insulated Wire Company, of Prescot. At present, Mr. 
Nowlan is temporarily carrying out the duties of mains superin- 
tendent until the person appointed is able to take up the duties. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Day's Adjusting and Locking Points Company, Limited 
(72,671).—This company was registered on February 4th, with a capital of 
433,000 in £l shares, to acquire from W. A. Day the benefit of certain existing 
inventions in relation totrainway aud railway adjusting and locking points, and 
to carry on the business of railway and tramway constructors, railway, tram- 
way, omnibus and van p'oprictors, and manufacturers of carriages, trucks, 
locomotives, accumulators, dynamos, tc. Tne first subscribers are W. A. Day, 
27, Granada Road, Southsea, manufacturer, 100 shares; E. S. Main, 30, Pear! 
Buildings, Portsmouth, manager of building society, 100 shares; J. J. Johns, 
184, High Street, Southampton, chemist, 160 shares; J. Н. Corke, 101, Victoria 
Road North, Southsea, J. P., 100 shares: F. W. Day, 27, Granada Road, Southsea, 
clerk, 1 share; D. Cammans, 68, Duncan Road, Southsea, plumber, 1 share; and 
J. Dumbrill, 66, Castle Road, Southsea, dairyman, I share. Minimum cash sub- 
scription 1,000shares. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor 
more than five; the first are William A. Day, John H. Corke, John J. John: 
und Edward 8. Main; qualification, £100; remuneration, £100 per annum and 


£100 extra for the chairman for euch 1 per cent. dividend exceeding 10 percent. | 


Registered office, 89, Pearl Buildings, Commercial Street, Portsmouth. 


Р. and Н. Storage Battery Company, 
This company was registered on February 7th, with a capital of £6,000 in 10s. 
shares, to adopt an agreement with Allan & Adamson, Limited, and W. Peto, its 


liquidator, and to carry on the business of accumulator manufacturers, photo- : 


raphic apparatus manufacturers, Makers of automatic machines, telescope and 
ens manufacturers, electricians, opticians, &c. The first subscribers (each with 
one share) are: II. J. Day, 66, New Compton Street, W.C., electrical engi- 
neer; W. A. Carroll, 63, Spencer Street, К.С., electrician; C. Stolman, 11, 
Cubitt Street, W.C., engineer; F. W. Woodhouse, 16, Lawford Road, Kentish 


Town, N.W., clerk; O. L. Boyse, Finsbury House, Blomfield Street, E.. C., 


secretary: E. Davis, Finsbury House, Blomfield Street, E.C., secretary; and 
W. H. Simpson, Finsbury House, Blomfield Street, E.C., clerk. No initial publio 
issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than 
live; the first are not named; remuneration as Haed by the company. 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


Tu last published accounts for the electricity 


Southampton undertaking of the Southampton Corporation 
Corporation do not bear out the favourable anticipations in 
Electricity ‘© which we indulged a year agu. The increaso 
Accounts. in capital expenditure has entailed a larger 


financial burden, the augmented output ha 
been sold at a lower average price per unit, and the costs have 
increased. Instead, therefore, of maintaining the position reached 
in 1899, the financial result is very much worse. 
has now taken up the management of the business, and judving by 
his record at Halifax, it is to be hoped that he may be ablc to 


the department to a position of meeting all its liabilities. 


Limited (72,715). —. 


Mr. H. F. Street 


# ав 


accomplish the difficult task of turning back the tide and 79 


{ 


| 


! 
| 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. (vol. 50. No. 1,264, ЁЕВВОАВҮ 14, 1902. 


— t — а, 


270 
GENERAL STATEMENT. 

1899. 1900. Inc. 
Total capital expenditure £90,529 £115,688 £25,109 
Number of units sold 526,554 1,068,194 536,570 
Number of lamps connected 35,000 — — 
Maximum load in kilowatts 580 568 —12 
Gross revenue £10,542 £217,986 £6,744 
Gross expenditure... £5,951 313,619 £7,668 
Gross profit et T £4,591 £3,667 — £921 
Average price per unit sold 4°70d. 8.270. — 93d. 


The increase in output and revenue are not confined to any onc 
source. Private consumers took by metcr 524,730 units, and by 
contract 65 units, representing 524,793 units sold for £11,640, an 
increase over the previous year of 116,315 units and £2,402. The 
public lamps, numbering 74 arcs and 92 incandescents, took 114,205 
units sold for £1,309, an increase of 22,197 units and £387, while 
the tramways took 424,124 units sold for £3,776, the increase being 
large, 398,056 units and £3,550. The average revcnue has fallen 
nearly 1d., but, owing to the sum received for maintenance of the 
electrical equipment of the tramways, the figure from all sources 
has fallen only by 4^;d. to 3:904. per unit. 


REVENUB STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Gross Perunit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 
Bale of energy .., ..  .. £10,325 470d. 816,707 377d. — 93d 
Meter rents a 168 08а. 228 05d. — 03d. 
Mai f tr i . WE 
Summer ee 276 06d. + ‘06d. 
VV 49 024. 75 02d. bod. 


Gross revenue ... £10,542 4:804. £17,286 3:904, — 90d. 

In the costs, coal, repairs, rent, &c., and other expenses have 
increased. Coal and repairs are tho most important, and taken 
together amount to nearly 4d. per unit. A considerable reduction 
in wages and a small downward change in oil, waste, &c., leaves the 
works costs at just under 224. or over id. above the figure for the 
previous year. This figure is practically reproduced in the total 
cost. A sum of £526 was paid for hire of a Westinghouse engine, 
and this will, no doubt, be eliminated from the next accounts 
issued. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 
1899, 
Gross. Per unit. 


1900, 
Gross. Peranit, Ino. 


Coal! iz .. £32 . 7 . . 
к € 3,271 1°49d. £7,332 1*66d. + 17d. 
room stores. } 264 12d. 450 *10d. — 02d 
Salaries and wages incurred | | 
ree eee And. distri: ‚ 859 39d. 1,153 261. — 134. 
Repairsand maintenance of ) 
engines, boilers, buildings, `- 524 24d. 1,966 »44d. + 20d. 
DNN ) 
a way — ө " 
ne Ay i 521 _ 194. + 12d. 
Works costs + £4,918 224d. £11,422 9:584, ＋ 34d. 
R tos а $ах ee $ e L] 
Manigomeni. . 126 06d. 350 »O8d. ＋ 02d. 
e e ог а eo aM, — ood 
audit fees, &o. 
чел ° stationery and | 
8 
printing, law charges and? 232 11d. 412 «09d. —'02d. 
Other 8 stamp dut ) 
D u . D . > 
(1899), hire of engine (1900) j 28 Old. 526 12d. 11d 
Total costs . £5,951 2°71d. £13,019 3°O7d. + 36d. 


The financial position can be readily explained. Owing to the 
large increase in costs, the gross profit has fallen by £924. To this 
has to be added the additivnal call for interest and sinking fund 
payments, amounting to £2,014, making £2,938, which swallows up 
the small protit in 1899 of £145, and leaves a net loss of £2,793. 


PROFIT STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Interest on loans PO dw Ж .. £2,391 £3,309 
Binking fund for repayments ES уу bo ns 2,055 3,151 
Net profit carried forward .. - 145 РЕЧ 2.793 
) 
Gross profit LEA +06 eee 44,591 43,667 


CITY NOTES. 


— — — 


St. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light Company. 


Mr. Eustace BALFOUR presided at the annual meeting of this 
company at Carnaby Street Station on Tuesday, and in moving the 
adoption of the report, which was published in our last issue, he 
called attention to the exccllent positiun of the company and to the 
results of the year's work. A distribution amounting to 143 per 
cent. was to be made on the ordinary shares, so that the dividend 


had been maintained steadily at that rate for the last five years. 
The increase in the business had been fully maintained, and tbe 
equivalent of 25,480 8-c.P. lamps had been added during the past 
year, making a total at the end of the year of 211,827 8-c.P. lamps. 
It was not only the increase, but the rate of increase that was 
important. The accounts showed the same very satisfactory 
position. There had been necessarily a large addition to capital 
expenditure to complete the extensions at Carnaby Street Station. 
The year 1901 was far from favourable to the company's business. 
The price of coal was abnormally high. the additional cost under 
that head being no less than £4,000. The increase in rates laid upon 
the company a fresh burden of £3,175. "Those two items, in spite 
of the economy in other directions, accounted for the increase of 
generating costs by about jd. per unit. The weather in 1901 was, 
on the whole, very bright. Shareholders ought to feel satisfied at 
the continuous expansion of the business, which had enabled them, 
after setting aside a larger amount for depreciation, and adding 
to the reserve fund, to maintain the dividend and carry 
forward a larger amount than last year. The charge for 
rates was certain to increase, and although the price of coal 
had begun to fall they could hardly expect it to return for some 
time at least to the very favourable level of three years ago. The 
directors did not, therefore, at present see their way to redace the 
charge for lighting, but they had felt themselves justified in offer- 
ing their customers a substantial reduction on electricity for power 
purposes. They had no doubt that this portion of their business 
was capable of very large extension, and considerable orders for 
supply for motors had already been received. There was every 
reason to think that the use of electricity for such purposes would 
become general throughout greater London. The plant at the 
company's two stations would be sufficient to meet that increase of 
business until next winter, when the supply from the Central 
Electric Supply Company would be available, and thenceforward 
all further requirements would be drawn from that company, the 
electricity at high pressure being transmitted to this company from 
the new station at St. John's Wood, transformed to low pressure at 
Carnaby Street, and distributed to consumers in the usual way. 
The worksof the Central Electric Supply Company at Grove Road 
were well advanced, and for shareholders' information an abstract 
of the accounts had been placed in their hands. The St. James's 
Company, in conjunction with the Westminster Corporation, took 
half shares in the construction and equipment of the Central works, 
and to that end each company had provided one-half of the ordi- 
nary capital in that company, and the St. James's Company had 
guaranteed jointly with the Westminster Corporation the payment 
of principal and interest on the issue of £250,000 4 per cent. 
guaranteed debenturestock of the Central Supply Company. To be 
nble to do that, alteration was necessary in the memorandum of asso- 
ciation of the company. The issue of debentures was made in July 
last, and was completely successful. All the advances made by the 
St. James's and Westminster Companies to the Central Company 
had now been repaid, and the interest received from the Central 
Company had been transferred from the suspense account to the 
credit of the capital and reserve fund. The chairman proceeded 
to refer to the Bill of the London County Council, which he said 
would, under certain circumstances, allow it to enter into com- 
petition with existing companies for the supply of electrical energy. 
The board were unanimous in their opposition to that Bill, which 
they regarded as most injurious and unjust to companies which had . 
already been supplied with competition by Parliament, and were 
fulfilling their duty to their customers. They asked shareholders 
to use all their influence to support the directors in their endeavour 
to prevent such a measure passing into law. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. W. Lzar, and after a few 
questions had been put by Mr. Fry, and answered by the solicitor, 
it was carried unanimously. | 

The retiring directors were re-elected, and a vote of thanks was 
passed to the manager, engineer, and staff for zealous service during 
the year. In this connection Mr. Fry complimented Mr. Dobson 
that the loss in distribution showed such an enormous falling off ; 
but Mr. Dobson said that they could not take all the credit for that. 
It was due to extending the feeder mains that, with judicious 
capital expenditure, they got that great saving. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Company. 


SIR W. B. Fokwoop presided over the half-yearly meeting of this 
company on Tuesday. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIMAN said that it 
was with much regret that the directors had to appear before them 
with & statement which was disappointing, and tbat they had also 
to report that a sad accident through fire occurred on the evening 
of December 23rd, by which two passengers and fourof the com- 
pany'g servants unfortunately lost their lives. From the opening 
of the railway nine years ago the first care of the directors had been 
to work the line with safety, and the fact that the trains had 
during this period run nearly 6,600,000 train-miles on a track 


. only 64 miles in length, and had carried 73,000,000 passengers 


without any serious accident until this, was a proof that the care 
they had taken had not been bestowed in vain, and the directors 
had, moreover, the satisfaction of feeling that the accident which 
they now had to deplore was due to no want of oversight. The 
motor which flashed was in every respect efficient, and had only 
very recently been overhauled. There were four methods within 
the control of the driver by which he could have cut off the electric 
current from this motor and at once extinguished the flash which 
caused the tire; the driver was a stcady, experienced man, who had 
&cted as driver since the opening of thu line. They never before 
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had a case of fire arising from the flashing of a motor, and this was 
the best proof that their motors were well looked after and were 
under the perfeet control of the drivers. It is satisfactory to be 
assured that no passengers would have lost their lives if they had 
not stayed to watch the fire. In re-constructing the station at the 
Dingle, which was successfully opened on Monday, they had sub- 
stituted stone platforms for wooden ones, and as far as practicable 
the station had been rendered fireproof; they had adopted the 
Mav-Oatway system of fire detection ; they were also gradually pro- 
tecting their cars by the introduction into their construction of fire- 
proof material in the vicinity of the motors. They were still 
&waiting the report of tbe Board of Trade Inspectors, and if 
they suggested any additional means of ensuring safety, the directors 
would, as far as practicable, carry them out. The company had the 
structure of the railway, the stations, the rolling stock, and the 
Jives of their servants insured, but as they were substituting stones 
for wood and making other changes and improvements which they 
could not claim from the Insurance Companies, they bad laid aside 
out of revenue £3.000 to mect these expenses. Two of their ser- 
vants, Owens and the boy Gough, showed great courage and devotion 
to duty during the fire, and the directors intended to make to them 
а suitable presentation. The balf-venrly report showed that as com- 
pared with the corresponding period of last year there had been a 
decrease of 356.659 passengers, representing a loss in money of 
£3,506, which was traceable to several causes :—(1) Tramway com- 


petition ; (2) general slackness of trade at the docks; (3) diversion. 


of the timber trade from the Canada Dock; (4) conversion of the 
Sandon Graving Docks into wet docks. The train mileage run 
amounted to 403,546 miles, being a decrease of 2,968 miles. They 
had maintained tbeir good character for punctuality, 97:4 of the 
trains having kept their schedule times. Suggestions have been 
made that the line should be worked on the tramway system, i.e., 
throwing the stations open and collecting the fares on the trains. 
The board did not see how this would attract additional traffic, and 
the extra сові would be £1,430 per annum. Another suggestion was 
that thev should give an accelerated service, and the directors had 
very carefully considered that proposal. They could, by the con- 
struction of new trains driven by more powerful motors, make the 
journey from Seaforth to the Dingle in 20 minutes against 32 
minutes, the time now occupied. This would be nndoubtedly 
appreciated. The capital cost to equip trains aud the line for this 
service would be £27,550, and the additional working expenses, 
exclusive of interest on capital, would be £437 per annum. They 
had already one accelerated train at work which they constructed as 
an experiment, and it was doing its work very well; but with a five- 
minutes’ service they could not work one fast train only to advan- 
tage. The chairman then referred to a proposal to introduce 1d. stages. 
It might be that they would adopt an accelerated service together 
witb tbe system of penny stages, but they could not do this with- 
out feeling quite sure of their ground. In regard to the working 
costs, the mileage was practically uncbanged ; the expenditure dur- 
ing the half year was £29,896 against £29.187 for the same half last 
year, an increase of £709. Upon maintenance of ways, works, &c., 
they had spent 44, 216, against £4,480, or £264 less; they had 
placed aside, as usual, £1,500 for renewals, and had now to the 
credit of renewals account, £20,700. Locomotive power showed an 
expenditure of £8,212, against £8,104, or an increase of £108, 
although they saved £807 in the cost of coal. This increased 
expenditure was due to increased stocks of oil and tallow which last 
year had run down to a rather low point, and to large outlays in 
repairing armatures and general repairs at the generating station. 
Armatures were delicate pieces of mechanism ; sometimes they would 
run for months, and at other times they bad had as many as 10 to 
12 under repair at one time, and they had this year had the addi- 
tion of repairs to their tram motors. On repairs and renewals of 
carriages, they had spent £401, against £317, aud the traffic 
expenses amounted to £11,348, against £10,638; the increase was 
due to special repairs to the signals which amounted to £145, and 
the maintenance of the large batteries at the generating station had 
cost £149 additional. There was again an increase in rates. They 
now paid £3,399 per annum, but the Liverpool trams paid nothing. 
The Waterloo and Crosby Tramways had worked satisfactorily. 
They had carried, during the half year, 1,032,484 passengers, repre- 
renting an increase of 234,614 passengers, and £1,293 in muney. 
The passengers had paid on an average 1:94d., as against 1:93d. the 
same half last year—the percentage of expenditure to revenue was 
72°65, against 69:33, and the falling off in traffic, of course, increased 
that ratio. The expenditure per traiif-mile was 15°70d., against 
16:24d. ; the lowest expenditure was in 1894, 13:lud. The expendi- 
ture on the City and South London Electric Railway was 14°18d., 
being the lowest they had ever had, last year it was 1644. The 
locomotive expenditure was 4:85d., against 4°28d., and their lowest 
was 3°25d. ; on the City and South London it was 4:59d. 

Mr. R. Hosson seconded, and the report was adopted unani- 
mously. Resolutions declaring dividends, re-eleciing a director, and 
thanking the chairman, were passed. 


St. Lawrence Power Trust. 


ACCORDING to a statement made at a meeting of the holders of the 
"A" certificates in London last week, the engineers bad under- 
estimated the cost of the Massena works uudertaking, and had not 
anticipated some of the difficulties which presented themselves. It 
seems that when it was found that more funds were required to 
complete the works, Mr Tait, of the firm of Mr. G. A. Touch, one of 
the trustees, happened to be in America, and he made a full investi- 
gation of the position. He found that the money expended had 
not been spent wastefully, and that the contracts were made on a 


cheaper basis than would be possible if they were entered into 
to-day. The question of the sale of power had engaged a great dcal 
of attention, and they had been repeatedly disappointed in this 
respect. Two circumstances had prevented the conclusion of 
negotiations for the supply of power—the financial uncertainty of 
the company, and the fact that in June last they were compelled to 
pass the coupon on the first mortgage bonds. This meant, says the 
Times report, that the company were, at the moment, in default, 
and it was open to any creditor to initiate proceedings for fore- 
closure. It was not to be expected that any manufacturer would make 
a contract with the company for power when there was this liability 
of a foreclosure on tbe property. The plan of reorganisation, which 
had been arranged after consultation with representatives of the 
American bondholders, was of a simple character. It was proposed 
to wipe out the whole of the existing shares, to convert the first 
morteage bonds into preference stock, and the second mortgage 
bonds into ordinary stock. 'This would leave the way clear for 
raising further capital by debentures. It would not be necessary to 
appeal to the English certificate holdcrs to provide any part of the 
additional money required. The trustees believed that there was a 
great future for the undertaking, and that eventually it would earn 
good profits. Negotiations are now in progress which, subject to the 
reorganisation scheme being carried out, will probably lead to a 
great sale of power. 

Resolutions were carried authorising the trustees to realise the 
securities at present held by taking foreclosure proceedings 
against the St. Lawrence Power Company, of Massena, and to 


join іп a plan for the formation of a new company to purchase 


the property. 


Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company. 


THE réport of the directors for the year ended December 30th last, 
to be submitted at the meeting on the 20th inst., states that Mr. 
Marconi continues, in a highly satisfactory manner, to develop his 
system of wireless telegraphy beyond the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of the board, whilst, at the same time the commercial applica- 
tion of the svstem by this company and by its subsidiary under- 
takings is making rapid progress in all directions. The company 
Dow possesses a complete international organisation, having for its 
purpose the uniform adoption of the Marconi system in other 
countries on the same lines as it is established here. The chief 
event of the year, so far as the progress of the invention itself is 
concerned, occurred in December last, when Mr. Marconi, present at 
St. John’s, in Newfoundland, received three wireless telegraphic 
signals from the company’s station in Cornwall—a distance of over 
2,170 miles across the ocean. This result was obtained in spite of 
adverse circumstances, the masts which had been erected for the 
permanent station having suffered severely from the winter gales. 
Steps haye now been taken to build permanent stations both on the 
American and English shores, and the board anticipate with con- 
siderable confidence that this company will shortly establish regular 
wireless telegraphy across the Atlantic, available to the public at rates 
and conditions which need not seriously interfere with the welfare of 
the cable companies. These companies, on the other hand, should 
benefit by new traffic which the wireless telegraphy will bring to 
them from many hitherto undeveloped sources. The other main 
feature of the year has been the progress of the business of the 
Marconi International Marine Communication Company, Limited, 
in which the company is at present interested to the extent of 
£100,000, being one-half of the issued capital. 'This company was 
incorporated for the purpose of establishing international sea com- 
munication between ship and ship, and ship and shore, of 
all nations, and, with the help of a Continental group of 
financiers and others organised in Brussels, the establishment 
of Marconi's svstem of commercial shipping purposes is pro- 
gressing satisfactorily in all directions. A formal agreement has 
also been concluded with Lloyd's, whereby that corporation 
has adopted Marconi's system exclusively in connection with their 
signal stations; the necessary instruments are now being installed 
at 10 of their stations, and these will also be worked for the 
passenger and commercial traffic of the Marconi International 
Marine Communication Company. The chief steamship companies 
are al«o giving orders for installations on their vessels; the Cunard 
Line, Norddeutscher-Lloyd. Compagnie Transatlantique, Beaver 
Line, Belgian Mail Packets, &c., &c., are regularly and successfully 
employing the Marconi system to the great satisfaction of the 
passengers and of the officers on these vessels. 'This example will 
doubtless soon be followed by other steamsbip companies. In other 
directions the company is also busily engaged. Many installations 
of wireless telegraphy have been carried out which are giving 
profitable returns to the company, either by royalty or by an interest 
in the receipts. Contracts have been entered into with various 
Governments, and negotiations are in progress for a number of other 
engagements of a beneficial character, which, however, it would not 
be in the interests of the shareholders to disclose at the present 
moment. The company as far as is practicable is itsclf working the 
upparatus for receipts as part of a general telegraph system, both 
alone and in connection with the existing ordinary telegraph 
systems. It is, so fur, selling the apparatus only to Governments 
for naval and military purposes, and for lighthouse work, or to 
private persous for their private use. The company's factory at 
Chelmsford has been greatly improved, and the rapid extension of 
business has led to the establishment of a technical school for the 
special training required for the company's staff of operators. In 
view of the extreme value to the company of Mr. Marconi's ser- 
vices, the directors considered it right to take out an insurance 
policy on his life for £150,000 for three years. As to finance, it 
шау be stated that since the date of the last balance-sheet 40.000 
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shares were offered for subscription to the shareholders at £2 per 
share, in order to provide the company with the necessary funds for 
thc'extending. business. 


Fhe Liverpool Rubber Company. 


Тнғ report of the directors for the past year, shows that the profits 
on the year's working were £12,178 48. 9d. А debit balance of 
£12,181 Os. 10d., was, however, brought forward from the previous 
year. Setting this against the profit, left a debit balance of £2 
16s. id. to be carried forward. In keeping with the desire expressed 
at the last annual meeting, the allowance for depreciation has been 
suspended until the debit balance is disposed of, but tools and 
machines have been maintained in a state of efficiency. 


Electric Lighting and Traction Company of 
Australia. 


Tne directors’ report to be presented to the meeting at Winchester 
House, at 12 o'clock noon, on Monday, February 17th, reads as 
followa:— 


The directors beg to submit the second balance-sheet and profit and loss 
account of the company for the year ended August 3186, 1901, 

Rerenue.— After placing tbe sum of £3,500 to reserve for depreciation, repairs 
and renewals, and writing off from the cost of the recent capital issue the sum 
of £1,489 9s. 5d., being the proportion of the Melbourne past profits earned prior 
to the incorporation of the company, the profit and loss account shows an avail- 
able net profit of £7,771 9s, 4d., and the directors recommend that this sum be 
applied as follows:— 


To reduction of loss incurred in starting the Adelaide 


undertaking .. PS xs va is x ET .. £500 0 0 
To dividend on preference shares at the full rate of 6 per 

cent. per annum for year ended August 8186, 1901 .. 6817 5 8 
To balance carried forward. , E vs ‘es - T" 954 4 1 


— 


Total . . £7,571 9 4 


Capital,—During the year, further capital expenditure in Australia on land, 
buildings, and plant, has been incurred as follows :-- 


On the Melbourne undertaking <n + 2s £41,296 4 7 
» Geelong "T | os 2 Vo id 17,553 4 9 
M" Adelaide 99 ee oe oe oe 40,894 6 2 


— 


Total .. £99,742 15 6 


In order to provide for the above expenditure, the capital of the company 
was increased in July, 1901, by the issue of the remaining £50,000 preference 
shares, and by the creation and issue at par of £75,000 5 per cent. debenture 
stock, redeemable at par іп 21 years. Pending the issue of the remainder of 
the authorised capital, the directors have arranged with the company's bankers 
to advance the necessary funds for the further development of the company's 
undertakings. A resolution will be submitted to the shareholders at the general 
meeting, confirming this action. 

Melbourne.— Formal completion of the purchase of the two Melbouine under- 
takings was effected on January 11th, 1901, since which date they have 'been 
under the sole control of this company. The anticipated ndministrative 
economies are being realised, and the business generally is developing satis- 
factorily. Although these economies are not yet complete, it will be seen from 
the profit and loss account that the net profit fron Melbourne for the 74 months’ 
working from January 116 to August 31st, 1901, amounts to £9,802 168. 9d. not- 
withstanding av increase of some 30 per cent. in the price of conl. The Mel- 
bourne undertaking is now being carried on under & new order in council 
granted to this company for a period of 25 years from November 18th, 1900, 
without prior right of purchase by the local authorities, and covering all the 
most important suburbs of Melbourne. The company’s engineers report that 
a large demand for electricity for lighting, heating, and especially for power 
purposes, has sprung op in these hitherto untouched districts, and that the 
expenditure on additional plant and mains which has been, and is being 
incurred, is fully justified. 

ire. A permanent supply ofelectricity from the company's new works at 
Geelong was commenced in May, 1901, and has been taken up rapidly, there 
now being the equivalent of about 4,500 8-c.1. lamps connected to the mains. 
The result of the first four months’ working sbows that a small loss of 
£14 15s. 2d. has been incurred, but the expenses are now being covered by 
revenue, and it is anticipated that a protit will be shown in the accounts for the 
current year, 

Adelaide..—'The new station for lighting the city has been completed, and was 
opened in November, 1901. The equivalent of about 5,000 Kc. b. lamps are 
already connected, and applications for supply are coming in satisfactorily. The 
loss of £1,560 8s. 7d. incurred during the past year is principally due to the use 
ol temporary generating plant, rendered necessary by the previous company's 
agreement with the Town Council. The starting of the new station has, how- 
ever, enabled the temporary plant to be discontinued, with corresponding 
reduction in the working expenses. 

Port Adelaide.—This small station again shows a loss on the year's working. 
The directors intend to close it down at the earliest opportunity, and supply 
the district by high tension current from Adelaide. Under these conditions 
they believe that the Port Adelaide undertaking is capable of earning & 

rofit. 

E (rcneral.—The Stock Exchange granted un official quotation on March 4th, 
1901, to the company's first issue of preference shares, numbered 1 to 20,000, 
Мг. A. U. Alcock has resigned his seat on the board. The directors do not 
propose to fill the vacancy for the present. The retiring director is Mr. J. V, 
Albright, who, being eligible, offers himself for re-election. The auditors, 
Messrs, Cooper Bros. & Co., also retire and offer themselves for re-election, 


Anglo-American Telegraph Company. 


Mn. Е. A. Bevan presided at the meeting of this company held at 
Winchester House last Friday, and in moving the adoption of the 
report, he said that it was a matter of great satisfaction that, in 
spite of competition, and of the fact that during the year they 
lost the whole of the outward German traffic, which in past years 
constituted so important a portion of their receipts, they were able 
to declare dividends of the full amount upon the preference stock, 
aud also to give a dividend, although a amall one, to the holders of 
the deferred stock. The figures for the last half of the year showed 
that there was a decrease in the traffic of £2,760; the Vinia receipts 
were £7,065 less than in the corresponding half-year, making a 
total decrease of £9,639; then there was an increase in working 
expenses of £2,779. On the other hand, the ship cost £9,395 less, 
and there was a diminution in law expenses and other small items, 
зо that the net decrease on the half-year's working was £2,777, as 


compared with the corresponding period. The balance brought 
forward was smaller by £2,363, so that there was less divisible 
amongst the shareholders at the end of the year by £5,141. £24,000 
was being placed to reserve, and after paying the dividends as stated 
in the report, £1,265 was carried forward. Аз to the decrease in 
the traffic receipts, there was п considerable decrease in the half- 
year in the Atlantic traffic receipts, and in some measure that 
was owing to a bit of ill-luck. In December last there 
was a very violent storm, which affected the northern parts 
of England, and the result was that the lapdlines con- 
necting London and Valentia were broken down for some days. 
They had no control over this. It was not that the cables were at 
fault, it arose from the landlines breaking down, but it lost the 
company more than £2,900 of traffic. He believed that it cost the 
Post Otlice something like £50,000 to repair the damage caused by 
that great storm. On the other hand, though the Atlantic traffic 
had been less, they had derived rather more than usual from their 
local traffics, and particularly from the local traffic in Newfound- 
land, for which they were considerably indebted to Mr. Marconi, 
who, in his operations, somehow had to employ this company’s lines 
to a considerable extent. Therefore, as far as he had gone at pre- 
sent, the company was indebted to him for a considerable use of 
the line. In regard to the large decrease of the Minia earnings, 
that was always an uncertain source of revenue, and it simply 
meant that their friends’ cables were in such good working order 
that they did not need help to mend them, therefore the Minia was 
employed во much less; but there had beerya decrease in the ship's 
expenses amounting to £9,395. As to the increase in expenses 
owing to salaries being raised by £2,300, he could hold out no hope 
that the working expenses, and especially salaries, were likely to 
decrease. Competition was increasing more and more. Not only 
had they the new cable laid from the Cape to Australia, but the 
Pacific cable was in course of construction, and would be laid in a 
few months’ time; they would require a number of skilled 
operators, and, further, Mr. Marconi’s company would ask for 
operators. The result was that there was a greater demand than 
ever for skilled operators, and if they were to maintain their work- 


ing and keep upto that high standard to which they had attained they 


must secure the best men, and that meant that they must pay them 
fair sularies. They did not wish to pay men more than fair salaries, 
but they could not expect to get men on better terms than others, 
and they must also remember that the General Post Office and some 
of the other cable companies not only gave their employés good 
salaries while in work, but also held out the prospect of retiring 
allowances after they had broken down. If they looked at the 
ratio of working expenses for the last few years they would see 
that they had not materially increased. In 1895 the. ratio, inclu- 
sive of renewal fund, was about 43 per cent., whereas this year it 
was not quite 42 per cent., or if they excluded the renewal fund, 
about 35 percent. He believed that if they compared that ratio 
with other companies they would find that 35 per cent. was very 
moderate indeed. During the year they had carried on their 
cables no less than 9$ millions of words, which had been exceeded 
in only two previous years. In 1899 the total was 103 millions, but 
then they had the whole of the German traffic. It showed, there- 
fore, that they were still carrying the bulk of the business that they 
had already carried, in fact, they had at present lost very little. 
The renewal fund had increased by £49,535, making it £897,602, 
but the actual market value was only £880,000. That was by no 
means too much. If the company had to lay a new cable now 
there was no doubt that they would have to pay considerably 
more for it than when they laid a cable in 1894. Gutta-percha 
alone was more than doubled in value since that time, and therefore 
if the renewal fund was suflicient a few years ago to replace 14 cables 
or more, the amount that they had got now would not bear such & 
ratio to the expenses of a new cable as it then Lore. If they would 


look at the renewal fund of their partners, the Direct Cable Com-. 


pany, they would find that with one cable only they had a renewal 
fund of half the amount (£450,000), therefore this company was 
quite out of proportion to them as regards the renewal fund. The 
chairman then referred to the Marconi system which had attracted 
so much attention in the newspapers, and in the scientific and tele- 
graphic world. It was not for him to pronounce upon the merits of 
that system. The directors were поё experts, but no one could say 
what might happen in these days of scientific discovery. The 
Marconi or any other system that was invented would have very 
considerable difficulty in beating the working of the Anglo-American 
Telegraph Company. They were able to send to New York and 
receive a brief message in reply in less than one minute. "That was 
a very difficult thing to beat, and they must look upon the Marconi 
system as a competitor on fair and level grounds. Unless that 
system was able to telegraph at that sort of speed, it could not 
compete commercially with this company. For social messages 
that was another matter, but after all social messages bore 
a very small proportion, indeed, to the amount of com- 
mercial messages which chiefly occupied their cables. That 
was only a matter of rapidity, but there were two other 
features about telegraphy which were equally important, viz., 
accuracy aud secrecy. Unless they were able to compete with this 
company in point of these two at the same time, they could not 
compete successfully. Mr. Bevan then referred to and quoted from 
the speech on this subject made by Sir J. Wolfe Barry at the recent 
meeting of the Eastern Telegraph Company. The essence of this 
speech appeared in our report of the meeting. Mr. Bevan said that 
it was important to note that at present, with the wireless system 
used on board one of H.M. ships, they could not tell, to begin with, 
the direction from which the message was sent, and any ship which was 
near could possibly take off the message quite as ensily asthe one from 
which it was sent. Sir W. H. Preece's views, and also those of Dr. O. 
Lodge, were quoted, and the chairman added that the opinions of 
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eminent experts were worth more than those of directors, and he 
hoped that the result would be that shareholders would not be 
alarmed about the Anglo-American cable stock He believed that 
for some time to come, at least, they would continue to carry the 
bulk of commercial messages, | 

Sir GERALD FITZGERALD seconded the motion, and after a few 
questions had been put and answered, it was carried unanimously. 

Subsequent resolutions re-elected directors and auditors, and 
thanked the chairman, board, and staff for their services. 


City of Carlisle Electric Tramways Company. 


Tus report of the directors reads as follows: —“ Your directors 
submit their report and statement of accounts for the year ended 
December 31st, 1901. The revenue account shows a surplus of 
£2,458 16s. 6d.; and the balance of profit and loss account, after 
providing for debenture stock interest, debenture stock trustees’ 
remuneration, and writing off а second instalment of one-third of 
the preliminary expenses, is £915 16s. 2d., which your directors 
recommend should be dealt with as follows: 


To carry to the fund to meet depreciation . . 2570 17 6 
To carry forward.. са x T xi . 9418 8 


: £910 16 2 
The car-miles run in the period have been 323,044, and the number 
of passengers carried 2,010,873. The sum of £500 carried to 
reserve, in тере of the period to December 31st, 1900, bas been 
employed, with other funds, in the purchase of three new cars 
which were urgently required, and it is intended to devote the 
further sum of £500, proposed to be sət aside this year, to the same 

In arriving at the amount recommended to be carried to 
the reserve fund, depreciation on the new cars is specially provided 
for. Your directors regret to report the resignation, as a director, 
of Mr. @. Richardson, in whose place Mr. В. Creighton, of Carlisle, 
has been appointed. The directors who retire are Mr. G. Readman 
and Mr. В. Creighton, who, being eligible, offer themselves for re- 
election. Messrs. Walter J. Kershaw & Co., the auditors, also 
retire, and are eligible for re-election.” 


Mileage ee es Es es e js . 828,044 


Per car-mile. 
Number of passengers, 2,010,878 . 6:24. 
Traffic receipts $s is T vs ss ae ae .. 634. 
Total receipts T = АР is i is - .. 646d. 
Total expenses (71°71 per cent. of receipt. « 4:684. 


Northampton Electric Light and Power Company. 


THE annual report to be presented at the annual meeting of the 
shareholders on February 15th reads as follows :— 


Since the presentation of the last annual report, the steps then being taken 
with & view to more economical working and greater efficiency have been 
diligently followed up, and important improvements in mansgement and 
administration have been brought about. The saving in fuel, oil, &c., has been 
most marked, and in all respects the company is now working under new con- 
ditions, The year opened very badly, in spite of which the new result is of a 
gratifying character, The second half of the year shows a profit, after amp'e 
provision for all contingencies, which would have admitted of a very substantial 
dividend on the ordinary shares. The change-over to the higher voltage was 
successfully effected in April last. The boilers and accessories suffered much in 
the past from the hardness of the water, but an effectual remedy has been found 
in a softeniog apparatus, supplied by Messrs. Mather & Platt, at a moderate 
expense. The lamps fixed have increased by 2,962 and motors (reckoned in their 
equivalent of lamps) by 700 making 29,121 in all (at 8 с.г). The growing use of 
current for motive power is very satisfactory, being conducive to a larger day 
load, always a great desideratum. From the beginning of the new year the price 
of current for motors and heating purposes is reduced toa uniform rate of 2d., 
whereby the advantages of electricity are made available for all classes of the 
community using machinery or requiring electric stoves. The meter rents have 
also been considerably reduced. The consumers now number 502, The 
directors have abstained from any large extension of mains during the year, the 
additions amounting to 436 yds., making a total of 7 miles and 1,026 yds. 
Inquiry has been made by the Corporation of Northampton whether the 
directors would be willing to enter into negotiations for the sale of the com- 
pany's undertaking. Any further steps will be notified to the shareholders in 

ue course. After setting apart £800 for depreciation, and £43 in reduction of 
preliminary expenses, there remains applicable to dividends a sum of £1,526 
11s, 10d.. It is proposed to pay a year's dividend on the 6 per cent. preference 
shares, £226 10s. ; on the 5 per cent. preference shares, £466 18.; also 34 percent. 
on the ordin shares, £798 3s. 7d. ; and to carry forward £35 17s. d. Mr. R. 
Cleaver and Mr. Н. Manfield retire from the board in rotation, and will be 
proposed for re-election. 


We have received a prospectus of an issue of 5 per cent. pre- 
ference shares and ordinary shares and 4 per cent. first mortgage 
debentures. 4,668 "B" shares are being offered, and a number of 
£50 debentures will be issued from time to time at a premium of 
2 per cent. Prospectuses and forms of tender can be obtained on 
application at the company's offices, 2, St. Giles's Square, North- 
ampton, but existing shareholders will be considered to have the 
first claim. Applications should be lodged by February 15th. 


Smithfield Markets Electric Supply Company. 


THE directors’ report to be presented at the meeting to be held 
to-day at Winchester House reads as follows :—‘ The directors beg 
to submit herewith their report and statement of accounts for the 
year ended 1901. The revenue account shows an increase in the 
receipts of £3,058 13s., exclusive of the amount received from the 
cold airstore, which has been transferred to net revenue account, 
and a gross profit on working of £4,307 5s. 11d. as compared with 
£2,952 9s. 3d. in 1900. The net profit for the year, after providing 
for interest, depreciation, and other charges is £1,824 14s. 10d., an 
increase of £939 11s. 1d. To this must be added the amount brought 


from last year's accounts £675 1s. 1d., making a total credit balance 
of £2,499 15s. 11d. Of this balance, however, a considerable part 
has been appropriated for the extension of the business, as no 
working capital was available, and the directors regret, therefore, 
that they are not ina position to recommend the payment of a 
dividend for the past year. Thero has been a substantial increase 
in the number of new installations and lamps connected, while the 
cost of production has been still further reduced as the result of 
the increased output and the improvements which have been intro- 
duced in the generating station. The following table shows the 
progress of the business during the past four years:— 


Gross Gross 


No. otf 
Year. | consumers. Lamps. | revenue. Profit. 
| : £ 2 
1898 188 9,728 6,501 | - 88 
1899 — | 266 16900 — 120853 | 1,560 
1900 829 93,289 15,187 2,952 
1901 | 951 25,870 18,251 | 4,807 


4 


The plant and machinery have worked satisfactorily throughout the 
year and are in good condition, The director retiring by rotation 
is Mr. H. S. Leon, who, being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 
The auditors, Messrs. Ford, Rhodes & Ford, also retire and offer 
themselves for re-election.” 


Waterloo and City Railway. 


Тнк half-yearly meeting of the shareholders of this company was 
held on Thursday last week at Waterloo Station, Sir Wyndham 
Portal, Bart., in the chair. 

In proposing the adoption of the report, the CHarmmman said 
the story he had to tell was a very simple one; bat he 
hoped а gratifying one. On this occasion the company 
was able to pay a dividend of 3 per cent. per annum without 
being in any way indebted to the working company—the London 
and South-Western Railway. That was the first time the company 
had been in that happy position, and he thought the fact deserved 
attention. It was true the sum to their credit was only a small 
one, £121, but still it showed that they had turned the corner, and 
it augured well for the future. Referring to the accounts, it would 
be seen that the total sum spent on capi‘al up to the present time 
was £599,000, and they hoped to close that account altogether 
during the present half-year. The revenue account showed that 
the receipts from passenger fares had amounted to £16,785 as 
against £15,616 in the corresponding period of 1900. The total 
revenue was £16,686 as against £15,489, or an increase of nearly 
£1,200. On the debtor side, the working expenses had amounted 
to £7,588 as compared with £8,322, which gave them a surplus of 
£103 instead of a deficiency of £1,732; and the balance to net 
revenue was £8,739 as against £8,639. He had had some corre- 
spondence with one or two gentlemen in reference to the con- 
tingent liability mentioned in the auditor's certificate. That was 
nothing new, and had been in each certificate (except the first) 
since the opening of the line. It referred to the deficiency in net 
revenue which had to be made up by the working company in any 
half-year where such net revenue was not sufficient to pay 3 per 
cent. on the ordinary and borrowed capital. With the exception of 
the half-year now under review, there had unfortunately been a 
deficiency in each half-year since the line was opened, and on 
June 30th, 1901, the total deficiency smounted to £12,011 8s. 7d. 
The same agreement which provided for that deficiency being made 
up by the working company also provided that they should be 
entitled to recoup themselves out of any excess over 3 per cent., and 
they were, therefore, entitled to retain the £103 excess. The total 
deficiency, therefore, at the present moment stood at £11,907 9s. 2d., 
and under the agreement that had to be disposed of before any 
excess over 3 per cent. could be divided, as therein provided, 
between the owning and the working companies. The working 
expenses, he was glad to say, continued to decline. For the half- 
year ending June, 1899, they were 66°83 per cent.; December, 1899, 
55 per cent. ; June, 1900, they remained the same; December, 1900, 
they had fallen to 53:75; June, 1901, 54°78 ; while this last half- 
year they had fallen to 45:50 per cent. They hoped to goon in that 
direction and gradually get the working expenses down. 

The Hon. H. W. CAMPBELL seconded the motion. 

Replying to a question, the CHAIRMAN said he did not know 
whether it might be possible to make some arrangement with the 
London and South-Western Railway in respect to the amount due 
to them by the City and Waterloo. Ав shareholders they would 
only be too delighted if that company could see its way to make 
them some concession on the point. 

The report was then adopted. 


National Telephone Company, Limited. — The 
directors have resolved to recommend, at the forthcoming general 
meeting of shareholders, the following dividends for the half-year 
ending December 31st last:—At the rate of 6 per cent. per annum 
on the first and second preference shares; at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum on the third preference shares ; at the rate of 6 per cent. 
per annum on the preferred stock, and at the rate of 44 per cent. per 
annum on the deferred stock, being equivalentto5 per cent. per annum 
on the ordinary shares, now divided into preferred and deferred 
Stocks; less income-tax in all cases; carrying £100,000 to reserve 
and about £7,000 forward, The transfer books will be closed from 
the 14th to the 27th inst., both days inclusive, and the dividend 
warrants will be posted on the latter date, 
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Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 
Corporation. — The directors have decided to recommend a 
dividend for the half-ycar ending December 31st, 1901, at the rate 
of 12 per cent. per annum, making, with the interim dividend 
alrendy distributed, 10 per cent. for the year (as against 9 per 
cent. last. year), and carrying forward £10,650, as against £3,485 last. 
year. The equivalent of 75,957 8. c.r. lamps have been added during 
*he year. 


Stock Exchange Notices, — The Committee has appointed 
a special settling day as under: — Wednesday, February 19th, 
Armstr^og (Sir W. G.) Whitworth & Co., Limited —4£750,000 4 per 
cent. first mortgage debentures of £100 each, Nos. 7,501 to 15,000 
(registered). The Committee has also ordered the same, and 
Folkestone Electricity Supply Conipany— 50,000 43 per cent. 
first debenture stock to be quoted in the Official List. 


Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company. 
—'The directors propose payiug a dividend of 10 per cent. (£1 4s. 
per share), together with a bonus of 5 per cent. (12s. per share), in 
addition to the 5 per cent. already paid, making 20 per cent. for 
1901. 


City of London Electric Lighting Company.—The 
directors announce the following dividends, after provision for 
reserve: Preference shares, a final dividend of 6s. per share for the 
six months ended December 31st, making a total of 6 per cent. per 
annum; ordinary shares, 103. per Ishure, being at the rate of 
5 per cent. for the year ended December 31st last, carrying forward 
а balance of about 413,000. 


New Issue,—It is announced in the Znvestor's Guardian 
that the Dudley, Stourbridee and District Electric Traction Com- 
pany is about to offer £60,000 44 per cent. debenture stock at par. 


Brompton and Kensington Electricity Supply Co.— 
The share transfer books of this company will be closed from 
February 22nd to the 28th. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


— 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.— The receipts for the week ending Feb. 
17th were £591; corresponding week last year, #896; increase, £195, Total 
to date, £8,357; corresponding period last year, £2,855; increase 4502. 
Miles of track open, 10}. Р 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week erdirg 
February 8th were £153; corresponding week last year, £399; increase, 
£14. Total receipts to date, #653; corresponding period last year, 4811; 
increase, £69. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
клр EU were 28,587; corresponding period last year 483,320; in- 
crease, £207. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Feb. 8th were 
£6,534; corresponding week last year, £6,120; increase, £405. Total 
receipts to date, £29,413; corresponding period last year, £36,707; in- 
crease, £2,706. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Feb. 9th were £3,091; corresponding week last year, £2,027; increase, 
£1,061. "Total receipts to date (6 weeks), £18,168; corresponding period lust 
year, £12,037; increase, £6,131. Miles open, 64; last year, 43. 


Biitish Electric Traction Ccmpany.— The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending January 31st :— 


— — 1 - 


| Comparison | 


with corres- . Aggregate. 


-——- 
| 
| 


‚ Amount ponding week 20 ru s 
Company. | 2 | of last усаг. weeks. Amount, Ine. or Dec. 
+ — £ уте 
& £ | | | £ | £ 
| | ] 

Croydon* .. бв | 4% — 4a 2895 1,62 — 
Devonport ..  ..! 83 | — — 4 тз , — ' — 
- Dudley—Stourbridge | 597 77 — 4 | 2.643 458 | — 
Gateshead  .. s» p ONT — — 4А 2,720 | — 
Grecnock-Pt, Glasgow! 299 M3 | — | 4j ТЫ | %8 | — 
Hartlepool elo 155 |— "ano 4 749 9 — 
Kidderminster ue 8414 2 — 44 8*6  ; 92 — 
Merthyr “+ Q IM — — 428 797 — — 
Oldham—Ashton 1 — 6 4h | 1002 — | ns 
Poole. WR | — | — 4 | ш — — 
Potteries | 1,303 - 1 47 44 5856 | - | 15 
Southport ..  .. 116 20 | — 4à 223 63 — 
South Staffordshiret 665 — 4 11 3.054 113 — 
Bwansea E ee, 4101 17 — 14 1,760 128 — 
Taunton oe ae | 45 | — — 41 22 — — 
Tynemouth h.. 1604 — — 4i | 07 b. reci — 
Wolverhampton Dist., 121 71 — 4d | aw 27 ү = 


— — —————— —— 4 Rͤwͤ ee 


* Partly horse. + Partly steam. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The reccipts for the week ending February 
Sth were 4161 68. Ad.; corresponding week last year, 4152 28. 3d. ; in- 
crease, #9 fs. 54d. Total to dace, 497 7а. 10d. ; corresponding period last 
year, £527 49, 2d.; increase, £47 н. Hd. Miles of track open, 8. Car 
miles run, 1902, 2,002: 1901, 4,909. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending l'ebruary 
Tth were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., £3,260 Os. d.; D. B. D. Co., £653 Ss. "d. ; 
total, £2.22 Us. Jd.; corresponding week last year D. U. P. Co., £2,568 
128 9d.; D. S. D. Co., £631 198.: total, £3,505 IIS. Hd.: increase, £326 17s. 6d. ; 
aggregate to date, £22,059 5s. Id.; last year, £20,718 178. lld.; increase, 
£1,140 78, 51. Mileage worked 46. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.—Receipts for weck ending February Ist, 
£0,889 5s. 3d.: corresponding week last year, £7.18 35. 10d.; aggregate to 
date, £423,500; corresponding period last усаг £825,000. 

Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending February 
9th were £1,215; corresponding week last year, £1,515: decrease, £270. 
Total to date , 112: corresponding period last year, £8,913; decrease, 
4801. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains ; lust ycar, 2 wiles 40 chains. 


Sunderland Corporation Tramways. The receipts last month totalled £4,478. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 

Wednesday Evening. 
THERE is a slight falling off in business to chronicle, so far as the 
markets with which we deal are cuncerned. The slackening must, 
of course, be ascribed to the enormous amount of trade passing in 
the South African department, where the speculative wave grows 
in volume every day. So great have been the numbers of Kaffir 
purchases, that buyers found it in many cases very difficult to find 
financial accommodation early in the week, and consequently a fair 
number of investment securities had to be realised to pay for: 
speculative commitments. The effect of these sales, however, was 
offset by the strength of Consols and kindred stocks, while in tho 
Electricity Supply section the dividends which have appeared are 
all refreshingly good. There is not much doing in telegraph 
descriptions, but the tone is firm. Electrical railways are very little 
altered. The feature of the miscellaneous list is a sharp advance iu 
Telegraph Construction shares. 

Central London stocks are practically unmoved at the appear- 
ance of the report of the Board of Trade Committee on vibration. 
It is not thought in the Stock Exchange that any heavy new capital 
outlay wil be required, and, therefore, the report сап be dis- 
regarded, say the insiders. But the prices are somewhat inclined to 
hang, and this notwithstanding the philanthropic tip of a “large 
shareholder.” City and South London is steady, and we hear of a 


buyer for the company's Third Preference, оп the basis of 116 to 


118, cx the 24 per cent. dividend. Since the stock will pay a pur- 
chaser just over 4 per cent on his money it is fairly cheap, but we 
should like to know how much of it the company has unissued 
before recommending it.as strongly for investment as we might 
otherwise do. Waterloo aud City Ordinary is somewhat scarce, and 
the bareness of stock has forced the price up a point, although a 
buyer would probably find some difficulty in obtaining a decent 
amount of stock even at the top quotation. Great Northern and 
City Preferred & аге 84, unaffected by the meeting or by the 
Great Northern Company’s report. 

The uawise quarrel between the two Underground Railways is 
stopping all rise in the stocks of either company, Metropolitan Con- 
solidated being 78 and District Ordinary 28]. The District Com- 
pany manages to squeeze out a lordly 158. per cent. as dividend on 
its 4 per cent. Guaranteed (1908) stock, the 5 per cent. Preference, 
of course, receiving nothing. "The price of this last-named stock is 
about 60, and Distriet 4 pcr cent. Debenture only command par, the 
6 per cent. Perpetual Debenture being more than 50 points higher. 
Metropolitan 4 per cent. Debenture, it is worth noticing, stands at 
1235 and business was done at this price on Tuesday. 

In the electrical supply division, seven rises go against two falls, 
the latter being in Smithfield Market and Chelsea Ordinary shares. 
Bromptons show no change upon the excellent divideud, notice of 
which was being sent out even as we wrote last week forecasting a 
better distribution. Charing Cross and Strand, both Ordinary and 
Preference, are better upon the capital 12 per cent. dividend, which 
makes 10 per cent. on the Ordiuary for the whole year. The 
increased number of lights is also a favourable feature in the pre- 
liminary announcement of the Charing Cross Company. Blackheath 
44 per cent. Debenture has been run up three points, but the 
Ordinary ahares do not move from the vicinity of half a sovereign. 
City of London 5 per cent. Debenture has also strengthened, and 
Chelsea Debenture, notwithstanding the decline in the price of the 
shares, is up a point. City shares are 103, to the good upon those 
dividend estimates to which we referred last week. Metropolitan 
Debenture has just exceeded рат in its buying quotation, and we 
have so frequently noted the scarcity of gilt-edged supply stocks 
that these advances in Debentures call for no further comment. 

Telegraph dealers are not wholly sure whether the time is 
approaching for another little Marconi shake out in their market. 
It is to be hoped that telegraph holders will not: lose their heads or 
the rest of their shares so quickly as they did a month ago. At the 
Anglo-American Telegraph mecting the other day the chairman 
made his hearers laugh by telling them tbat Mr. Marconi was 
making extensive use of their system! Marconi shares are rather 
dull at 25 to 3, despite the glowing, patronising report just issued 
by the company. Commercial Cable Debenture stock has hardened 
2 per cent., and Direct United States shares are a little better, 
otherwise the telegraph list is featureless. Globe Teiegraph and 
Trust Preference have recovered ] to 14, and are well worth 
another £1. 

National Telephone sbares have now dropped from the list, and 
the market quotes Preferred and Deferred stock instead. The 
making up prices of these last Tuesday were 100 and 62 respectively. 
British Insulated Wire -hares are again flat, but Telegraph Con- 
structions have spurted £2 upon the declaration of the dividend, 
which is better than had been expected. | 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Clos! 
Quotations 


Olosing 
Quotation 


i done 


Present . or Dividends for 
Issue, Teo Share.) the last three years, | "рер. 5th. | Feb. 19th, "Feb, Tab. 
1899. | 1900. | 1901. Highest. | Lowest 

82, 300 African Direct Telegraph, 4 y 4 Debs. eae eee 100 eee eee eee 99 —103 99 —103 eee eee 

25,000 Amazon Tel ер Co.’s shares, Nos. 1 to д5, 000 . usc T! 10| aa s 34à— 43 3à— 44 ка “a 

119,700: а Telegraph 5 95 ge Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. oe | 100 | ... . | 70 — 80 70 — 80 wes гов 

804,720 Ашен да logre an coe өөө - s.. |Btock| 78/6 | 31 61s. | 51 — 53 51 — 53 524 toe 
$,097,640 6% Pref. ee? ees see Stock 6 % 6 % 95$ — 901 955 — 964 2 953 
8,097,640 Do do. Deferred sse 0€ . Stock EI 7s. бе. Әв. | 81— 82 | 8 — 84 83 8i 

44,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 ¶ .. 5 47 5 |... | 3À— 4 91— 4 i 

18,883, 9006 Commercial Cable $100 | 8 ©з . 165 —170 165 —170 E 
1,741,029: Ро. до, Bterling 500 year 4 Ф Deb. Stock Red. Stock "T .. | 93 — 96 96 — 99 98 95 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph eee eee eee eee eee 10 7 % [Ir ee 5 — 6 5 — 6 eee ees 
6,000 Do. 10 % Pref. eee eae see eee bee 10 4 3, 4$, ete E — 14 E: ә E oes ee 
12,931 Direct Spanish Telegra coe ees eee eee ees 5 eee — 4 — ees see 
6,000 Do. do. ph 10 Cum. Pref. [I eee eee 5 eee eee ee 8b — 9 84 — 9% oe eee 
80,0007 Do. do. Debs. вов eee ote 2 eee I 98 —102 98 —102 T ace 

60,7101 ае Btates Oable * Rey т 34% | 3195 4. | 10 — 104 104 — 10j 104 | 101 

est India Cabl | wit in =. 

101 8007 “ e 4 Nodo HT JP 100 99 —102 |99 —102 | .. | .. 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Btock eee eec T eee ery 1 * 1 * 134 —139 [134 —139 139 | 135 
1,930, 807 Do. 33 Pref. Stock [III oer 90 — 92 90 — 92 92 wee 
1,432, 2682 Do. 4% Kort. Deb. Stock Red. - aie stock 109 —113 |109 —113 1124 | ... 

300,000 | Eastern Extension, лл. and Ohina Telegraph . 10 7 K 7 K 134— 14 |134— 14 131% 133 

320,0007 Do. 4% Deb, Stock à г. Stock ooo 109 —114 109 —114 | 1094 ie 

Eastern and Both. African Telegraph, 4 % Mort. Deb. _ E 

кол slograph, 9 50 100 | 53% 100 —103 | 99 —102 1003 993 

Do. 4 % Beg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 | 25 | ... | .« |100 —103 |100 —103 %| ... 

189.9 Globe Telegraph and Trust 00е see soo voo 10 54% 53% eee 9} с 10 xd 94— 10 10 Qt 

180,042 Do. do. 6 6% Pref. [III [I 18 eee TI eo 133 — 14 xd 133 — 14} 14 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of $e .. (15 . | 28 — 30 28 — 30 294 | 29 

ee | ш = = 

75,000 within Nos. 1 to 1,200, Red. 100 | ... эз 93 —103 99 -103 101 | 1004 

17,000 European Tel А is 25 10 95 10 Ф | ... | 38 — 42 38 — 42 40 ә 
200,0007 London Platino-Brasilian Telegra 6 bs. eee e 100 eee vee ee 102 == 105 102 —105 ee ee 
72, Montevideo hone, ted, ‚ Nos. 1 to 72,680... 1 | 2 ie aes i— 4 i— к -— 

86,492 Do. do. 5 95 Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 115 be t— 1 i- 1 a d 
890,000 National s ашалы: 1 to 590,000 eee eee eee eon b b 5 5 p^ 38— 3j 38 — 38 313 

15, 000 6 Саш. 1st Pref. eee eee ee 10 6 6 6 pA 12 — 14 12 — 14 006 

15,000 De 6 ' Oum. 2nd Pref. ... - 10|6 6 6 Y | 12 — 14 12 — 14 138 

250,000 Do, 5 % Non-cum. 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 b 5 | 4ў— 5 4§— 5 415] 42 

500,0007 Do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 1 e. |4 4% 01 —195 101 —105 1034 si 

171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 115 6 |... — 1 2—1 sie 

100,0007| Pacific and Huropean Tel., 4 Y Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... dea si : 99 —102 99 —102 - 

11,839 Reuter’s.. eee eee ове >. eee 8 5 % 5 % ec 7 тт 8 7 =~ g ee 
3,303 Bubmarine Cables Trust 00е 900 [II eee eos see ace 118 —124 119 —125 . oe 
58,000 Бекес River Plate ерш as 517% T is 42— bł 41— 54 14133 
40,008 5 % Cam. L pret. Nos. 1—40,000 B us ee . | 44— 5 44— 5 in В 
179,947: De do 5 % Debs. ... vee Stock; .. ees .. |102 —105 102 —105 T" ds 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 Y Deb. 100| ... | ... .. 1100 —103 |100 —103 |102 |... 
80,008 West mE Р of America, Nos. 1—90,000 and 53, 001—659, 008 23 oes eee i— i = 8 eae eee 
150,000 Do. do. 4 % Dets., 1—1 500 gua. by Bras. Bab. Tol 100 | ... aed 99 —102 99 —102 hs - 
207,980 | Western Do do Ltd., Nos. 1—207,930 .. сах o 107 7 % 13 — 134 13 — 134 13g | 134 
76,0002 Debs. and serios, 1908 ees 100 eee eee 102 —105 102 —105 "эе eee 
948,7771 Do. do. Deb. Stock Rod. eee eee 100 eee 100 —103 100 —1t(3 oe 
88,321 | West India and ЗЫ egraph .. e" ..| 10 895| .. i— §— 59, 
34,563 Ро, do. do. 6 7 Oum. Ist Pref. .. | 10 - 5à— 6 tà- 6 58| Бу, 
4,669 Do. do. do. Саш. 2nd Pref... | 10| ... |... 3à— 4 3à— 44 is 
80.0001 Da do do 5 N Debe.. Noa. 1 to 1.800 100 J 100 —103 со -113 m 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... 1 | ae - T — й— 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 8 эз 4 |97 — 102 100 —105 
19,661 | Brompton & 5 Elec. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 5 6 6 |... 91— 291 94— 97 Өт»! see 
20,000 do. 7 95 Oum. А 5 | .. iss was 9 — 9) 9 — 93 - $i 
50,000 Caring Оюм and Btrand nad Buppl -— eee 5/99/9929 10 „ &8— 9 84— 94 84 a 
59,000 E do. 44% Oum. Pref. coe без - 5— b 54 — 5 T T 

250,000 495 Deb. Stock ad e: . 1103 —105 |103 —105 s » 

$4,000 аа волна Bn. Ord. 06% ove eee 5 6 % 53% eee 51— 6 5 — 5 es : ee 

150,000; Do. do. Deb. Btock Red. . iss ids . . |108 —111 109 —112 T - 

70,579 | Ону of London E Electric Lighting, Ord. 40,001—110,579... 10 4 O 9 — 10 93 — 103 Ob}... 
40,000 Do. Oum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 . 10625 6 W. |12—13 12 — 13 192 | 123 
ре Deb. Btock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid seul, ае as .. |121 —126 123 —128 $a 2 
200,000 Do. ma 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe, all paid |100| ... |... . . H01 —104 [101 —104 101 К 
40,000 | County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10/4%/4%]| ... | 8.— 93 | 8§— 94 91 92 
20,000 Do. do. 6 % Pref., 40,001—60,000| 10 6 $|6 $ | .. |12— 13 |12 — 13 198 | 12% 
400,000; Do. д“ Y Deb. 1 Prov. Certa (all paid) Bd. .. „ ies . 106 —169 {106 —109 1084 108 
35,500 Edmundson’ B lec. Corp., Ord. Shares eee eee See 5 6 % 7 % eee 54 — 63 53— 61 PIDE ace 
20,000 Do. до. 6 % Саш. Pref. eee eee 60е see eee 5i— 61 5$ — €i 63 6 
120,000! Do. do. 44 9 1st Mort. Deb. Stock.. 100 .. |105 —108 [105 —108 2 " 
21,000 ES hia and песаси Electric, Ord. 5|... . |11 — 12 11 — 12 828 dá 
90,000 do. 4%, Deb. Stock Stock * 101 —104 xd|101 —104 2s "n 
110,000 Lando Electric Bupply Corporation, га, Ord... 97 ... Ses 11— 12 14— 12 cae Я 
Do. до. do, 6 V Pref. 5| .. iss 4— 5 4— 5 - " 
250,000; Ро. do. do. 4% in Mt Db. Stock Rd. Stock e. | 95 —100 95 —100 TN 
98,769 | Metropolitan Electric Supply, 101 to 62,500  .. 10|5%!6% |... |1:4— 164 | 154— 165 | 159 
0001 Do. 4 Mortgage 5 Stock decl toes * 111 115 111 —115 " 
250,000? Do. 34% Mort. Deb, Btock Red. . .. Stock .. |96 — 99 |93 —101 | 100 
8,652 | Notting Hill Blectric Lighting s 885 ..| 10,7 7 .. | 15 — 16 15 — 16 ел 
Bt. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord. T 5 145%, 11449 14425 153 — 164 | 15$— 164 T 
20,000 Do. do, 7 & Pref. 20,081 to 40080 | 5 7 7% | 84— 94 | 84— 9} 9 813 
150,000: Do. 34 Lh Deb. Btock Red. eee 100 eee e ee 97 —100 97 —100 991 
12,000 | Smithfield Market Bloot. Bupply, Ord. VINE Б ш о acm 12— 91 2% .. 
Do. do. 4 Deb. eoo eee 100 eee ee coe 80 — 99 xd 80 — 90 eee 
000 South London Electricity Варріу, ees eee eee 5 eee 2 — 2 2 ттт, 2} | eee | m) 
109,518 | Westminster Electric Supply. Ord. XN i ies | 5 18 Б. |1039, 12 — 13 12 — 13 12i | 123 
t Unless. " 22 fully paid. * Divide 9157 t ferred, she ven ee реек] еч Penes pe pital, 
nds ere are WAITAD 08 
marked § are for в year consteting of of ene year and the the fret part ef the nests jo 
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SHARE LIST OF  ELEOTRICAL COMI COMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAT, |, MANUFACTURING, AND IN AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
р г Stock Dividends for ~ QOlosing | Closing Business done 
— nae eue me the last three years, | Feb An. шмш Fah. ti 1002. 
| | i "5 1900, | 1901, Highest Lowest. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 % Cum. Pret. . eee ove жа ud 44— 53 44— 5} € 4. 
300,0007 Do. do. 5 95 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red. . |Btock|  ... жо 87 — 91. | 88 — 92 н At 
62,074 | British Electric Traction ёе ; 10| 8 7 9% 14 — 15 14 — 15 148 | 144 
90,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pret. ; 10 е em | 121 — 13 12) — 13 121 123 
600,0007 | Do. do. 5 €. Perpetual Debenture Stock Stock 126 —129 126 —129 129 1284 
70,000 British Insulated Wire Ord. 5.| 20 $ 15 $ 94) — 104 8b— 94 ue "IM 
70,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. QE uu wie 51— 6} 5$— 6} 
50,000 |\{Browett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. #1: | Са | 8 % I 4 . 4 
50,000 | 6 95 Cum. Pret. £1 "m 6 % H 1, | 20s. to 21s. 
105,731 | Brush Elecl. Enging., Ord., 1 to 105,731 2 5375 5 96 li— 18 18— 18 
150,000 Do. do.  Non-cum. 6 95 Pret. y 2| 6%) 6% 2— 2 2— 2} 
125,0007 Do, do. 4% %Perp. Deb. Stock „ Stock | з 102 —105 [10% —105 $5 
125,000: Ро. do. 4% % Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock ‚ [Stock] .. |... 99 —102 |97 —100 | ... „ 
$0,000 | Callender’s Cable Construction shares , Nos. 1—30,000 5 | 15 Y 15 & 164— 174 164 — 174 171 16$ 
40,000 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. El is a 54— 6 54— 6 58 | .. 
90,0002 | Do. do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red Stock .. 111 —115 111 —115 112 T. 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock - Stock .. | 495106 — 109 [106 —109 1074 1063 
440,100 Do. do. 4 95 Pref. Stock . Stock| ... „. | 4 91106 —109 106 —109 1073 725 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. . |Stock| ... .. | 4 %|106 —109 |106 —109 E Ti 
855,000 | City and Seuth London Railway  .. Stock IZ 14%] 2 7 65 — 68 65 — 63 68 664 
47,500 | Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22, 501 to 70, 000 . 10 Бр "s ide 6— 64 6%— 6} Е ү" 
54,000 | Crompton & Co., Nos. 1 to 54,000 ... 3| 71% 8 GB 3 — 34 3 — 33 3% 3 
Do. 5 95 18 Mort. Reg. Debs., 1 to 900 of | | : 
100,000; £100, and 901 to 11,000 of £50 red f| 7e RU cel. i cU 
99,261 | Edison & Bwan Utd. El. Legt., “ А” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 | 5 6 J 24% i— # — B8 à 
17,139 Do. do. do. “A” Shares, 01—017,139 5 6%| 24% 2— 3 2— 3 
344,0237 Do. до, до. 4 % Deb. Btock Red i ЛО 8 | 78 — 83 78 — 83 
100,000 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certs, all pd. [208.1 s "o 83 — 88 83 — 88 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... А | @| 6%] 6% | 19— 21xd| 14— 2 
31,390 | Do. do. 7 95 Cum. Pref., 1 to 31,390... Si phia | d 3 291— 3 EA aL 
182,5001 | Do. do. 1 Perp. 1st Mort. Deb, Btock stock 97 —101 97 —101 984 | |... 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 95 Cum. Pref. 10 | 9ў— 104 | 91—10] е . 
150,000 Do. do. 4 & Mort. Deb. Stock x 99 — 102 | 99 —102 Ey ра 
35,000 | Henley's (W. T) Telegraph Works, Ord. ... 5 15 %| 20 %| 117 —48. |17 — 18 18 | 17} 
35,000 | Do. do. 44 Y Pref. ... 6| 4495| 44%! 54— 6 54— 6 58 % 
50,0007! Do. 88 do. 41 Mort. Deb. Btock... Stock "i 112 —116  |112 —116 iei Z 
50,000 | India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works 10 | 10 * ie 21 — 22 21 — 22 21i - 
800,0007 Do. do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb... 100 | ... es: | e. 100 —103 |100 —103 * m 
$7,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... ids 10| 38% 34%) 14%! 54- 58 53— 58 M б, 
10,000 f Do. do. Pref., £10 paid А 10 | 5 bs T 114 — 11; 114} — 11j ӯ edt 
7,500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 7,500 ... 10 p а | 153—164 154— 164 ene es 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 95 Cum. Pref.. £1 | di 6 96 19/- to 20/- | ... — ... ise А 
$7,350 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance ... 12 | 15 | 174% 20 %| 35 — 38 37 — 40 333 | 364 
150,0007 Do. 4 % Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 100 | „„ = —104 |102 —104 s "C 
25,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 . i 5 12 € 12 %! |104— 114 | 104— 114 
20, 000 Do. do. 5 95 Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000.. 5 7 iek 54— 6 54— 6 - 
640. 0001 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock : — 100 ЗФ 3% 3% 91 — 94 92 — 95 92 


$ From Bradford Share List. 


LATEST PROCURABLE ( QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 


Consolidated Telephone . and Maintenance 2/—4/ Oldbam, Ash and Hyde Hleotrio (410 pd.), Ord., 1 16. 
National Electric Free Wiring, 17/6 paid, 4—3. te de bret. ан pa. 11103. 


* From Birmingham Share List. Bank rate of discount З per cent. (February 6th, 1902). 


E. Quotations on Liverpoo! Btock Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are folly paid. 


4 From Manchester Share List. 


— ae REN — — — -——— — 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, February 12th. 
This week. Last week. | Ino. or Dec. METALS, &o. (contiaued.) This week.| Last week, Ino. or Dec. 


—— M——— | ———— —ä— —— — | fa —— — — —" L—— s— —Ü 


CHEMICALS, &o. 


в 2 N e. per ot. 6j- 6/- 85 g Oopper Sheet oo н. .. per ton £71 £n z 
а ее ee ee per owt. 99/. / ee 9 [T] Rod ee ee eo ee per top £n £71 bx 
a [1] О 0 ee ee ee per cw, B3J- B3J- ee 6 [T] Electrolytic) Bars ee per ton £60 £63 £8 deo. 
* „ Sulphuric... no  .. owt. 6/6 6/6 x б nc i Sheets .. per ton £75 £15 
a Ammoniac, Bal . . per owt. J- 89/- > cd is per ton £66 £68 £2 dec. 
s Ammonia, Mariate (crystal)... per юп | £88 10 £88 10 ae 6 n 9 Н.О. wire per Ib eid. 8id. e 
ee ton 280 £80 ee f Ebonite Rod ees es ee ee per lb. Be Bj- we 
: Bleachin powder ee ee рег ton 41 2 * 8b - per lb. 6/- : oe 
в Bisulphide of Carbon 83 per ton 216 #16 ae n German Bilver Wire ee es рег lb. 1/6 б oe 
a Borax . рег ton 618 £18 25 k Gutta-percha fine.. per lb. s oo 
a Bensole (90 %) .. .. .. per gal. $. 3i- as h India-rubber, Рага fine .. .. per lb. 8/3 8/8 ve 
2 „ | у: ЖЫ. „жа gal. 5/6 5/6 m 1 Iron, Charcoal Sheets per to £1R £18 ee 
a Copper Sulphate . per ton £2010 420 10 s 4 Pig (Cleveland warrants) . per ton 15/7 44/9 1044. inc. 
a Lead, Nitrate as .. per юп EM £A ie 4 n denis tos per ton| From £11 | From #11 ee 
а „ WhiteSugar ..  .. perton 281 281 s 4 a SA .. per ton 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 60. es 
a VN 3 АШК ШЕ? рег © 2n sic e "A i a Wire, атта ыраа No.8 .. per ton $ 11 er "m. Tad 5s. дес. 
a y р ee ее 
а Naphtha, Golvent (90% ai 19 C). por тм. 990 5/6 oc 9 Lead, English Ingot — .. .. per ton 611176 | £12 dec, 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks. . 8d. ва. 5 9 · „ . Bheet e >». porton T £18 10 ee 
а „ Caustic о (16/80%) M Ter ton EN 22 НЯ m Manganin Wire No. 38 >, . per id. 8/- 87. ve 
a Т] Bisul pha ee ee per ton 285 £85 ee g Mercury ee per £8 15 28 15 .. 
a8 per сті 125 / 125, м 4 Mica (in original cases), small . per Ib. 84. to 98. | Bd. to vd. T 
а Bulphate of Magnesia .. `. per ton £4 10 £4 10 И 4 а ii „ medium  perlb.| 1/9 to 9/9 to T 
a Sulphur, Boblimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 £6 5 К large per lb. | 8/8 07 to 1/8 . 
: " a . per ton £6 10 £5.10 ars = Phosphor Bronse piain castings per 1b. |1144. to 1/2 |11id.to 1/2 . 
ee per юп £6 a6 s р " rolled bars & per lb. 1,-101/8 [^ to 1,8 . 
a Bcda, у (white 70 %) eo per ton 210 15 £10 16 ee 9$ 80 strip & sheet per Ib. From 1/2 1,2 ee 
» Crystals .. per ton £8 £8 m P Platinum e. e per oa. 441 A1 as 
2 в chromate, casks ~. per ib 844. 23d. М Н ее Hn Bronge Wire 2: * per lb. on wN n РУЧА a 
аы ту "ngtodeso'pn per m os 
METALS, &o. n „% in ber ee ea. Т " 
о to 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lote per ton £148 £148 m g ve block .. .. es . per ton | £116 4113 10 [| £210 inc 
и Wire, in ton lots per ton ae Ц % tol ee per lb. 1/6 oe 
Sheet, in son lote per ton 19 = „ wire Nos. 11016 ..  .. per lb. 16 1/5 id. ino. 
p Babbitt’ 8 metal ingota.. per юр | £75 to 2125 £15 to 2195 > White Anti- frietion Metals — 
c Brass (rolled metal F o 19") basis per Id. zd. 614. d. inc " Whhe Ant brand юп! 495 to 465 | £85 to 4^5 m 
e abe ( ed) .. e. peri bd. 71d. ad. inc j Yarns, 2/108 Groy Oonòn, on вра per ib. 1d. 1d. ee 
e " (m (solid ea eco per Id. d. Gid. 5. inc и 6 ioa Fiaz eo pet Ib. . " ee 
си (FO, ee per tb, d. 63d. Id. inc 9 « d pi 10 Iba. Russian „ per ib. өө 
в Ооррег Tabes (brased) . per ib 84d. Sid. id. ine 1 o» юше, Russian, single .. per ib. T 
9$ „ и ( drawn).. per ib. ; 84d. fa. inc l ШӘ ibs. Jute rove .. per ton 4109868 41 T 
g Copper Bars (best selected) .. per ton £71 £71 s Zino, b's. (Vieille Monsegne bnd.) per ton £ £ . 


Quotation 
supplied by 


(а Messrs, G. Boor & Co. 

am zne British Aluminium Oo., Led 
в 
ам 


Quotations 
supplied by ^ 


essrs. Thos. a pep & een 
essri, F. М s 
e Messrs, Frede per: ao. 


Messrs, James & 
Messrs, Аный. ша & > 


і Messrs, Walter К. gm & Os. 


India- Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. Works 
Shakepeare, [Со., 


Lid. 


Quotations 
supplied by] о — 


k Messrs. Morris Ash 


essrs, John 


m Mesars. W. T. Glover 
esars. Р. Ormiston 


by, Limited. 
R Ga. Lei. 


& Sons. 
son, Matthey & Co., Ltd 
р The Phosphor Bronse Oompany, Led. 


———————————À———————————————— —— —À——"————— € 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


EARTH CURRENTS DERIVED FROM DISTRIBUTING 
SYSTEMS. 
By E. Basiz, WEDMORE, Associate Member. 
(Abstract of Paper read January 23rd, 1902.) 


(Concluded from page 238.) 


THE direction of the current lines would not be very different 
were the earth a solid conductor. In fig.3 are shown the current 
streams for a sheet, the current entering at в, and leaving at a. 
Fig. 4 illustrates an approximation to the current distribution that 
would obtain in a hypothetical case, in which all the current is fed 
into one end of the rail, and taken out at the other, the leakage 
being distributed as in a Fourier bar. Fig. 5 gives the surface 
distribution of current streams on the assumption of a homogeneous 
earth, tbe current being fed in at в and taken out at л. The simple 
graphical construction for obtaining these curves is the same as 
would be used fora magnetic flux. 

In the light of the above we are amply justified in concluding 
that we know the distribution of magnetic force in the neighbour- 
hood of a traction syatem, and that we know the direction of the 
current streams near the surface of the earth, but further informa- 
tion is required before we can calculate their strength, for if the 
current flows in a plane of relatively small thickaess the current 
density at any point will be inversely as the distance between the 
lines of current (see fig. 4), while if the curreat flow through the 
body of the earth the current density at any point will be inversely 
as the square of the distance between the current lines at that point. 

At Stockton we have seen tbat the horizontal component of the 
magnetic disturbance at a point 0:8 miles from the line was 
15 x 10-6 absolute units. If the earth is a solid conductor, the 
fall of potential along the current stream must have been at the 
rate of about 1 volt per 60,000 yards. 
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If the current sheet be 250 ft. deep, the voltage drop must have 
been about 1 volt per 1,000 yards. At greater distances from the 
line, the difference between the two results will be largely increased. 
In calculating these values, the specific resistance of the earth has 
had to be considered. 

When the bonded rails for the track of the London United Tram- 
ways Company were laid, it was found by experiments on some 24 
miles of track that there was a variation of potential occurring along 
the rail such as would correspond to a flow of + or — 15 amperes 
along the rails. The current alternated in direction. The voltage 
drop before the rails were introduced must have been still higher. 
The voltage drop was about 02 volt per mile, which, considering 
= ee of the nearest traction system, points to a current 
shee 

Fall of potential tests made at divers places by divers persons 
give values at least as high as the figure given for a 250-ft. current 
sheet, which makes it probable that often, if not always, the cur- 
rents return in a sheet of comparatively small depth. 

Mr. Evan Parry bas shown that there is an apparent resistance 
between the rail and the earth of about 740,000 ohms over a square 
inch. This is equivalent to about 5,000 ohms over a square foot, so 
that if the rail was at a potential of 5 volts above that of the earth, 
the maximum current density would be less than one-thousandth 
of an ampere per square foot, and this would rapidly decrease as 
the distance from the rail increases. Consider the path of any 
portio» of the current flux. The current enters the earth, spreads 
out into a larger and larger stream, converges on a distant part of 
the rail, and enters the same again. On its path it meets with 
certain resistance offered by its earth path, possibly certain resist- 
ance offered at the contacts between rail and earth, and possibly with 
certain electrolytic E.M.F's. If we assume that the whole of the 
resistance isthat offered by the earth, and with that as basis calculate 
the specific resistance of the earth, we shall be over-estimating 
rather than under-estimating the value of the same. 

Oa several occasions since March, 1900, I have approached this 
question, having estimated as accurately as possible the dimensions 
throughout of one or more current paths through the earth, based on 
measurements made in England and Ireland, and again on Mr. 
Parry's published data. Given the dimensions, thc calculation of 
the specific resistance is easy. The values obtained have always 
been in the neighbourhood of 75 ohms per yard cube. We may 
compare this with the values of 50 ohms per yard cube for clay con- 
taining about 60 per cent. of moisture and 35 ohms for sand con- 
taining about 8] per cent., given by Herrick. 


We may apply the value of the earth's specific resistance to the 
estimation of the current that would flow into a pipe of a given 
diameter, given the potential difference between the pipe and the 
body of the earth. 


Let ri = radius of the external circumference of the pipe, in 
inches. 
ra = a larger radius measured from the axis of the pipe into 
the earth, in inches. 
specific resistance of the earth = 2,700 ohms per inch 
cube, 
then в the apparent resistance of the earth over a square inch of 
pipe surface is given by the following :— 
R = 2303 x ri (log т — log ri), 
from which we may calculate the current density for a given 


| 


K 


voltage. 


If we allow, taking into account the spreading of the current as 
it leaves the pipe in a direction parallel to the axis of the pipe, that 
the whole resistance will be practically equal to that reached at a 
radius of 1,000 in. without spreading, then inserting 2,700 for x, 
we have:— 

в = 0,000 т; (3 — log ri). 


For а 10-in. pipe we have в = 69,000, while for a 2-іп. pipe 
B = 18,000 ohms, that is to say, the smaller the pipe the less the 
resistance over a square inch of surface. This is perhaps ao un- 
expected result. 

In estimating the value of k it was found that one-fifth of the 
resistance to the earth currents is encountered in the first 10 ft. of 
ground, and about balf in the first 100 ft. "The value obtained, 
therefore, is not materially affected by auy considerations as to 
whether the currents penetrate below a depth of a few hundred 
feet or so. 

It might be thought that the presence of pipes in the surface 
layers of the earth would so materially improve the conductivity 
near the surface that return currents would be almost confined to 
that region. Were this the case, however, the conductivity would 


be largely dependent on the state of the weather. So far as І can 


. discover, all experiments on a large scale have shown the contrary 


to be the case. I have attempted to discover traces of electrolytic 
E.M.F's. by а careful comparison of the theoretical curves given by 
Mr. Parry with curves obtained in practice, but have been unable to 
obtain any positive evidence. In general, the agreement and 


 generalreliability of the curves in cases where the E.M.F. is both 


below and above that necessary to decompose water would seem to 
be additional evidence that the conductivity of the earth did not 
depend much on electrolytic actions. Experiments made by Mr. 
George Claude, апа communicated to the Société des Electriciens 
in July, 1900, showed that if a c. rrent was passed between lead 
plates buried in the earth, with a potential difference of 23 volts, 
the amount of decomposition produced was as though only 40 per 
cent. of the current had been flowing, and this figure was reduced 
to 4 per cent. if the voltage was reduced to 1 volt. Herrick has 
given a figure corresponding to the latter for iron plates. 

Recent observations tend to show that in the past electrolytic 
iroubles have been very much overrated, and that in many cases 
corrosion, not due to earth return currente, but to the usual taxes 
levied by Nature upon the users of inferior metil, has been attri- 
buted to the return current. Cast-iron has been found more free 
from corrosion than wrought-iron, and oxides produced at the seat 
of electrolysis increase the resistance, and reduce the electrolytic 
current. 

It is quite a different matter when one comes to consider the 
effects due to leakage in connection with the earthed middle wire 
of a thrce-wire lighting system. In this connection the formule 
developed above for the current density in the surface of small 
pipes will be found of interest. | , 

The notion that there is a practically constant resistance between 
tram rails and the body of the earth, now well proven, serves to 
simplify the consideration of many problems depending on the 
nature of the carth return. Asan example a brief consideration 
will be given to the question of bonding water-pipes to the rail in 
the neighbourhood of the traction station—a question on which 
Some ditference of opinion has recently arisen in at least one 
quarter. 

The primary object is to reducc both the area of pipe out 
of which current is flowing, aud to reduce the density of the out- 
ward flowing current. If there is no connection between the pipes 
and the rail, the current flowing into the surface of the pipes must 
equal tbe current flowing out of the surface of the pipes, and when 
either is à minimum, both will bea minimum. The rail being dis- 
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connected from the pipes, its potential will be such that the sum of 
the resistances to the inward and outward flowing currents will be 
a minimum. A point about the middle of the rail wil be at zero 
potential, the further end + and the station end —. The earth 
current will also be a minimum. If now the + or further end of 
the rail be connected to the pipes, the area over which the current 
leaves the pipes will be considerably augmented, but the area of 
tail — to the earth will also be considerably augmented, thus 
increasing the total leakage current. If, however, the — end of the 
rail be connected to the pipes, the rail, as a whole, will Le positive 
to the earth, and the pipes, эв a whole, will be negative to the 
earth, the amount of current leaving the pipe surfaces being a 
minimum. The pipes may now be considered as an extension of 
the rail, and the best protection will be obtained when the point of 
junction is at the earth’s potential, other things being equal. The 


currents entering and leaving the pipes must be equal, but mo 


current now leaves the pipe surface. 

We have now, however, very largely increased the currents 
carried by the pipes. While this may be to the advantage of the 
current user, it may not be so to the pipe owner. Ateach bad joint 
the current will leave the pipe over a limited area at a high density 
and return again furtheron. The smaller the pipe, the higher the 
current density. If, moreover, the pipes are conveying elec- 
trolysable liquids internal as well as external damage may ensue. 

If one had it in one’s power to lay both pipes and track in the 
best possible manner, it would seem best where metal pipes are 
used to use cast-iron, to introduce resistance at every joint, to intro- 
duce any possible surface resistance, and to avoid all connections 
with the rails, leaving the rails to take their own potential. 

In conclusion, may I express the hope that this paper will serve 
to at least draw attention to the lack of information on this 
important subject, and that in the discussion that follows, will be 
found the key for future investigations ? 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
(MANCHESTER SECTION). 


THE members of the above Section met at the Physical Laboratory, 
Owens College, on Tuesday evening, January 28tb, under the 
presidency of Mr. C. H. Wordingham. 

Mr. Hardman A. Earle, M. I. C. E., M. I. E. E., read a paper on “The 
Supply of Electricity in Bulk.“ Owing to the importance of the 
subject, and the author's connection with the Yorkshire power 
station, there was a large attendance. Reference has been made to 
the paper in our leading columns, last week and again to-day. 

Mr. Earle referred in detail to the principal works in America, 
Canada, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland, where power stations had 
been successfully established, and pointed out the difference iu the 
general conditions arising out of the supply of water-power to those 
available in- this country, but contended that the first cost of large 
water schemes was higher per horse-power than when coal is used. 

He alluded to the opposition of local authorities, prompted by 
their fear of competition with the supply stations they had estab- 
lished, and the power of speculators with a roving commission to 
disturb their streets, but he contended that, under the Powor Bills 
they were fully protected. 

He enumerated the works in operation, the nature of the business 


done, load factor and total cost, and dealt with the Board of Trade - 


regulations, and mentioned cases in which they had consented to 
extra high pressure — up to 11,000 volts. Mr. Earle also gave 
particulars of the scheme of the Yorkshire Power Company with 
which he is connected, and stated that four power stations 
would be put down for an aggregate of 100,000 H.P., and he 
expected to have a load factor of 28 per cent.,.although he based 
his calculations upon 25. 

The exceptional position of his company he proved by assuming 

that one-fifth of the current generated would be sold without con- 
on owing to the large load obtainable within an area of three 
miles. 
He calculated to obtain an efliciency of 84 per cent., and to con- 
struct his works, exclusive of mains, for £1,320,000. The mains, 
including cable, digging trench, cast-iron trough, &c., he estimates 
at £1,062 per mile, and anticipates, as the ultimate result of the 
trading, a dividend of 10:0 per cent. on a share capital of 
£2,000,000, after providing 44 per cent. on £666,666 debentures. 

The discussion upon the paper was opened by Mr. C. H. Wording- 
ham, who presided, and was continued by Messrs. W. P. J. Fawcus, 
А. B. Mountain, Sturgeon, J. Shaw, J. S. Highfield, C. D. Тайе, 
Leamington, Pooley, Tebbutt, and Dr. Paton. 

The proceedings were closed by a cordial vote of thanks to Mr. 
Earle for his paper. 


ENGINEERING EMPLOYERS’ FEDERATION 
AND THE TRADES UNIONS, WITH 
NOTES ON PIECEWORK. 


A NEW agreement between the above Federation and the three 
trades unions, viz., the A.S.E., the Steam Engine Makers’ Society, 
and the United Machine Workers’ Association, ouly awaits ratification 


by the men, who are to be ballotted, and will, it is expected, vote 
favourably. 

The new agreement generally and in brief provides that 
employers shall not interfere with the proper functions of the 
trade unions, and the trade unions shall not interfere with the 
employers in the management of their business. Employers shall 
have the right to introduce any condition of labour existing prior 
to the date of this agreement, and the trade unions sball have the 
right to bring forward for discussion any question arising there- 

om. 

Every workman may belong to a trade union or not. Every 
employer may employ any man, whether he belong or not to a trade 
union. The trade unions will not permit, on the part of their 
members, any interference with non-union workmen, nor 
countenance any objection to working with them. The Federation 
will not permit of difference of treatment between union and 
non-union workmen in the course of their work, and will not 
countenance their members objecting to employ union workmen. 

Employers and their workmen have the right to work piecework. 
The prices to be paid for piecework shall be fixed by mutual 
arrangement between the employer and the workman or workmen 
who perform the work, and the employers guarantee that they shall 
be such as will allow a workman of average efficiency to earn at 
least his time rate of wages, with increased earnings for increased 
production due to additional exertion on his part. The Federation 
will discountenance any arrangement or rearrangement of prices 
which wil not allow a workinan to obtain increased earnings in 
respect of increased production due to such additional exertion, and 
the trade unions will discountenance any restriction of output. The 
Federation agree to recommend that all wages and balances should 
be paid through the oflice. A mutual agreement as to piecework 
rates between employer and workman in no way interferes with the 
trade unions arranging with their own members the rates and con- 
ditions under which they shall work. 

The Federation agree to recommend that no union workman 
should work more than 40 hours’ overtime in any four weeks after 
full shop hours have been worked, allowance being made for time lost 
through sickness or absence with leave. Inthe following cases over- 
time is not to be restricted, viz.: (1) Breakdowns in plant; (2) 
general repairs, including ships; (3) repairs or replace work, whether 
for the employer or his customers; (4) trial trips. In cases of 
urgency and emergency restrictions shall not apply, but the 
Federation will recommend its members to avoid excessive overtime. 

Employersshall have the right to employ workmen at rates of wages 
mutually satisfactory to the employer and the men concerned. 
The trade union shall have the right to arrange with their members 
the rates at which they will accept work, but shall not interfere 
with the wages of other workmen. General alterations in the rates 
of wages shall be negotiated between the respective employers' 
associations and the local representatives of the trade unions. 

There shall be no limitation of the number of apprentices. 

Employers shall appoint the men they consider suitable to work 
machine tools, and determine the conditions under which they shall 
be worked, and shall select, train, and employ those whom they 
consider best adapted to the various operations carried on in their 
workshops, and will pay them according to their ability as 
workmen. 

The Federation recommend their members that when they are 
carrying out changes in their workshops which will result in dis- 
placement of labour, consideration should be given to the case of the 
workmen who may be displaced, with a view if possible of retaining 
their services on the work affected or finding other employment for 
them. 

With a view to avoid disputes, deputations of workmen shall be 
received by their employers, by appointment, for mutual discussion 
of questions in the settlement of which both parties are directly 
concerned. In case of disagreement, it shall be competent for either 
party to refer the question to a conference to be held between the 
local association of employers and the local representatives of the 
trade unions. Failing settlement at a local conference, it shall be 
competent for either party to refer the matter to the executive 
board of the Federation and the central authority of the trade 
union or trade unions concerned. Until the question has been 
discussed in local and central conference there shall be no stoppage 
of work either of a partial or of a general character, but work shall 
proceed under the current conditions. 

There may not perhaps appear much in the foregoing abstract of 
the agreement. Perhaps its chief value lies in the fact that there 
is a practical acknowledgment that restriction of output has been 
practised. The part relating to overtime will appear strange to 
many employers, whose great difficulty has often been to prevent 
overtime being worked, and we make bold to say that were restric- 
tion not practised there would be far less need anywhere to work 
overtime. Аз regards piccework, there can be very little doubt that 
when properly arranged piecework is a fair system, but we are 
bound to say that one of the chief reasons why it has been a cause 
of so much trouble is the bad faith of employers, who seem unable 
to bear the sight of a man earning, as they term it, “ too much.” 
Want of ability in estimating piece rates and want of honour to 
stick to their own ratings has been responsible for much of the 
trouble with piecework. 

When by ingenuity a workman has cut down his time on any 
particular job it is only natural that he should expect to be paid 
at the fixed rate. Should he carn * too much," many employers 
never rest until the rate has been cut. Thus men learn to nurse 
their jobs, and only earn what they know will be permitted them. 
In this way both employers and employed lose the benefit of 
piecework, for men will not exert themselves to reduce the time on 
jobs when they tind themselves deprived of all share in the results 
Hence arise the numerous attempts to create systems of premiums 
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that will avoid the direct piece system. We have seen none that 
appear to get well over the difficulty, because they are all based on 
some direct arithmetical ratio of division of the benefit, and the 
workman still gets too much” in the eyes of the employer. It 
seems to us that if the premium on work were made to fol- 
low a formula depending on some root value of the work 
done it would be easier to adhere to. Suppose, for ex- 
ample, that when a rate has been fixed on the basis 
of an output of & pieces per unit of time, it must have been а very 
bad estimate of the value of м, which even doubled this, and made 
the output 2 н. The man who did 2 х pieces on а rule based on 


мх would only earn an excess of 40 per cent. over wages. He 
would do four times н pieces to earn double wages. Yet if by dint 
of attention he did 1:5 x pieces, he would earn an additional 22 
per cent. If he fell below N from any cause, say, even to 10 per 
cent., he would only suffer about 5 per cent. loss of money. A 


piecework rule based оп „yN would give a fair and considerable 
advantage to the man who could increase the output by onc-half. 
Yet, in the event of a serious error having been made in the rating, 
it would be very difficult for à man to earn a very serious excess. 
Such а rule would, in fact, always give the workman a good pre- 
mium for ordinary industry, while preventing those high excesses 
due to errors in price fixing, which do as much harm to the men as 
to the employers. 

A piece rate to be effective must offer such inducements to the 
men to exert themselves, that they will expend reasonable energy. 
It should not tempt men to excessive exertion, because such excessive 
exertion for the beyefit of one employer tends to throw on the 
community a worn-out cripple at an early age to be a permanent 
burden on it. If by doubling his output a man, earning 408., can 
now earn 56s., he will probably do so. But a treble output will 
only yield about 69s., and even if possible, men will not be tempted 
to try it. The man is protected thereby against the errors of the 
rate-fixing department, and so also isthe department itself. We do 
not гау that the basis of a rate fixing should be Zw, but that such 
a basis would give better results than any system we have yet examined. 
Accepting the principle, it would be easy to fix a formula to give 
results incomparably superior to those obtained in general, and such 
as would destroy most of the serious objections to picce rates as 
existing. . 

[Since the above article was written we find that the result of the 
voting upon the new agreement isas follows: For acceptance, 7,379 ; 
against, 14,879. Mr. Barnes says that the rcsult will be made 
the subject of farther discussion.] 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


XCI.—CROYDON TRAMCARS. 


SUMMARY. А 


Extent оў Contract.—Supply and delivery of 10 car bodies, trucks 
and equipments to comply with specification. 

Type of Car.—To be double deck, generally of design shown on 
drawing issued with specitication, capable of scating 30 passengers 
inside and 38 passengers outside. Cars to be mounted on maximum 
traction trucks. 

Gauge of Line.—4 ft. 84 in. 

Life Guards.—A sum of £12 per car to be reserved for this item 
to be expended as directed by the engineer. 


Trucks —To be either of Peckham or Brill standard maximum 


traction type, roller bearings being fitted to all journals. 
of driving wheels to be 30 in. 

Motors.—Two to be supplied per car, of the G. E. 52 type. 

Wearing Depth of Commutator.—1 in. radial, or 2 in. from 
diameter. 

Ratio of Gear.—To be 1 to 4°78. 

Weight of Motor.—Weight of motor, complete with gear case, not 
to exceed 1,750 1bs. 

Test. —All insulation to stand 2,500 volts alternating between 
windings and frame for 15 consecutive minutes. | 

Controller.—To be of the General Electric Company of America's 
B. 18 type arranged with rheostatic brake. 

Trolley Pole.—To be of the enclosed spring swivelling arm type, 
16 ft. long, fitted with Wood's spherical swivelling trolley head. 

Date of Delivery.—To be stated by tenderers, also the dates of 
commencement and number per week thereafter. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—One per cent. of value of each car 


Diameter 


Terms of Payment.—Up to 75 per cent. of value of labour expended 
and materiale delivered on site during construction, an additional 
12% per cent. on completion of the work, the remaining 124 per cent. 
12 montbs later. 

Period of Maintenance.—Twelve months from date of completion. 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foreman.—Satisfactory, see com- 
ments below. 

Stipulations as to Wages Paid to Workmen.—None. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Satisfactory. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.—February 17th, 1902. 


This specification has been issued by Mr. E. W. Monkhouse, the 
consulting engineer for traction purposes, of the Croydon Town 
Council. . 


It will be noted that throughout the whole specification a 
distinct preference has been shown for apparatus similar to that 
already in use. We consider that in distinctly mentioning certain 
makers, a3 in the case of equipments, and binding all tenderers to 
make offers for one particular type of motor and controller, the 
consultant is exceeding his due function. It is his duty to specify 
his requirements and to guard his clients’ interests by seeing that 
those requirements are fulfilled; 16 ів Ње right of the tenderer to 
choose his own method of offering to meet them. 

This is the only point on which we wish to comment with regard 
to the technical conditions. For the rest we may say that the 
specification is very clear and free from the ambiguitics which often 
КО far to make the life of, those whose duty it is to interpret the 


‘conundrums set in many engineers’ specifications, a perfect worry 


to themselves and a nuisance to others. 

The date of completion, together with that at which the contractor 
will engage to commence delivery, is to be given in the tender, the 
penalty for failing to meet these dates being 1 per cent. per week of 
the value of each car late. 

Stringent powers are reserved to the engineer to act should the 
contractor refuse to remove from the works any employé to whom 
the engineer may object, but it is distinctly stated that these powers 
will not be used until the contractor has been given every oppor- 
tunity of complyiug with the engineer's wishes. \ 

The terms of payment are slightly different from those usually 
observed, 124 рег cent. of the contract sum being retained for a 
period of 12 months. The arbitration proposals are thoroughly 
satisfactory, and there are no stipulations regarding the conditions 
under which workmen arc to be employed. 
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THE TESTING OF MOTOR LOSSES.” 


By W. E. SUMPNER, D.Sc. 


In the case of direct-current machines the well-known Hopkinson 
method is admirably adapted to determine the temperature after a 
Jong run, and the losses under various conditions of load. The 
method can be applied to alternators, whether single-phase or 
multi-phase, when two similar machines are available. In the case 
of single-phase dynamos, only one machine is necessary, since any 
multipolar alternator cau be regarded as a number of similar 
machines coupled iu series. [See Proc. Inst. Elec. Eng., February, 
1893: W. M. Mordey on Testing and Working Alternators.”] 

For the separation of the losses in direct current dynamos and 
motors the best known method is that of Kapp and Housmann. 
This method requires only the simplest possible instruments, and is 
well suited for workshop testing. It has an advantage over the 
Hopkinson method in that it only requires the one machine under 
test. The method may be extended to alternating current 
machinery, but all the simplicity is lost. The instruments required 
are not usually available iu works, and, especially for the case of 
polyphase machines, the testing becomes complicated. 

A better method for alternators is to run the machine at various 
speeds and excitations by a separately excited direct current motor, 
measure the power supplied electrically to the latter, and allow for 
the losses. 

But a difficulty arises in applying this method to machines having 

heavy revolviug parts. Suppose a current of 40 amperes in the 
motor is just sutlicient to balance the losses and maintain constant 
speed, and let the current increase to 44 amperes. The accelerating 
current will be 4 amperes, exerting a torque one-tenth of that due 
to friction, and the machine will speed up at one-tenth of the rate 
at which it would slow down on open circuit. Now with heavy 
machines this drop of speed may occur very slowly, at a rate of 
less than 10 рет cent. per minute. In such a case the motor cur- 
rent could be anything from 36 to 44 amperes without the speed 
changing more than 1 per cent. per minute, and with ordinary speed 
indicators the speed would seem constant for any current between 
those limits. 
It seems desirable in such cases to use some method in which the 
kinetic energy of the running machine forms the source of power, 
and from the way in which the machine slows down under the 
retarding torque duc to frictional and other losses, the magnitudes 
of these losses are deduced. The idea of utilising the inertia of 
the running machines for such a purpose has been previously sug- 
gested by Ashworth, Routin, and others, but the methods recom- 
mended have been suitable rather for the laboratory than for the 
workshop. A number of references, and a good account of several 
of these methods, will be found in articles by Prof. Hay, printed in 
the ELECTRICAL Review for August, 1960. 

Acceleration methods of this kind will be good or bad according 
as the instrumental methods uscd for making the observations are 
or are not sutliciently accurate and simple to apply. In each of the 
three methods below, the process suggested for making the measure- 
ments possesses some advantages over others previously published. 

The first method, which has been successfully used for several 
years past in the classes of the Birmingham Technical School, can 
be recommended on account of its simplicity. The only apparatus 
required are an ordinary watch, a good speed indicator, and some 
means of applying to the machine a small measured retarding 
torque either mechanically or electrically. 


* Institution of Electrical Engineers, Birmingham Local Section 
December 11th, 1901. 
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Observe (by counting the number of ticks of a watch).the time 
taken for the machine to slow down between two given speeds в, 
and Ra as read by the speed indicator. The loss of kinetic energy 
of the revolving mass is— 

а (n? = в?) 


where a is aconstant depending on the moment of inertia of the 
rotor. | 
If T isthe retarding torque due to the losses in the machine, T 
varies very slowly with the speed, and can be regarded as constant 
during a change of about 10 per cent.in the speed в. If T is 
constant, k diminishes uniformly, so that the work done in the 
interval ¢ is— í 
2тт Bit Ra t 
whence— 
TT (Bi + в.) = а (2? s Rz), 


or — | 


тё = = (RI — Ba). (1) 


If, therefore, in different experiments, we alter T bnt keep в; and 
вз the same, the value of T is inversely proportional to the corre- 
sponding; value of f. If by increasing T by a known mechanical 
torque то the value of ¢ із altered to t’, 


TE = (T ＋ 70) f, 
or 


(2) 
and— 
ті mquit - =-° (Ri — вэ), (3) 
00 b—t т 
which determines a, and hence the kinetic energy at speed n. 

T may now be altered by varying the excitation of the machine, 
and in other ways, so that the torque due to hysteresis and eddy- 
currents can be separated from that due to friction. Moreover, by 
use of equation (3) the torque at different speeds can be determined. 

Ifthe constant in the equations is determined electrically by 
applying a torque due to a current generated by the machine, 

let w = the watts wasted due to the machine losses, 
and let w = thc watts generated by the machine in the calibration 
test, 
we then have— 
wl = (w+ т) = а (ву? —– B), 
or— 


WS u- cm (4) 
and— 


wt-w = а (в? — Rẹ), 


t— t 
and similar remarks apply. | 

This method is capable of yielding good results even with small 
machines when a good speed indicator is available. With very 
little practice the method of counting the time interval by the 
number of ticks of a watch becomes more accurate than by use of 
а stop-watch, so that an ordinary watch ів all that is necessary. 
The limit of accuracy is determined by the speed indicator. A good 
tachometer will be found accurate enough in most cases. 

The form of equation (3) shows that to get a good result ¢’ should 
be about half of ¢. To read /' accurately it should not be less than 
24 seconds, or 10 quarter-second ticks of the watch, so that ¢ should 
not be less than 5 seconds, and thus n; — n, in (3) should not be 
less than the change of speed in this time. Now small machines 
take about 30 seconds to slow down from full speed to rest, and the 
change in в in 5 seconds will be nearly 20 per cent. With large 
machines the time of slowing down may exceed 30 minutes, or 
1,800 seconds, so that the time intervals / and ¢’ for a change of 
speed easily observed on the tachometer will be considerable, and 
can be readily measured. In all cases the method is easily 
applicable, when the speed indicator is at all reliable. 

An entirely different method of observing the change of speed 
can be applied wherever there are large alternators working in 
parallel. The synchronising apparatus can be employed as the 
speed indicator by making use of the principle of beats. If the 
machines are running in synchronism, and power be shut off from 
one machine and its armature circuit opened, the synchronising 
apparatus will show more and more rapid beats. If it is possible 
to count the number n of beats occurring іп a time ¢ from the 
moment of opening the armature circuit, it can be shown that 

T (? 

n 
is a constant quantity for any particular machine (T being the 
retarding torque caused by the losses). 

In the short time ¢ the number of periods which occur will be, 
for dynamos giving р periods per revolution 


PR, “ for the first alternator, 
and 


Р (Bi + Ra) ы for the second alternator. 


These quantities will differ by x, 
р і 
. . D RI CSN p (RI + ET 
Or 
2 n = рі! (RI — Ra). 
If the frequency of the current is f = p Ri 


2n , (5) 


But by (3) 
Tc (в, = R3) 
T? um 
Zn туі 
or 


| pu лш (6) 
_ Thus T is proportional to the number of beats occurring in a given 
time, or inversely proportional to the square of the time taken for a 
given number of beats. If both ¢ and л are observed— 


Tí? TL. 22 
no e 
and if in the second experiment?! = т ＋ TQ 
LU 
T = To a a (7) 
- 71 Ry 


The number of beats occurring in a time ¢ is proportional to /?. 
Whether or not these are too quick to count will depend on the 
values in equation (5). 
AM is the fractional drop of speed in time /. 
: 


Supposing « is the fractional drop of speed per second, then 


and 2n -— aft. (8) 
Thusif the frequency of the current is 100 per second, and the 


speed falls 1 per cent. per second, n = . = t, or in 4 seconds there 
will be eight beats; and the method becomes rather too sensitive 
for casy measurement, as the beats will occur rapidly. But with 
Jarge machines, and the moderate frequencies now common, the 
beats will not occur with inconvenient rapidity. Thus for a machine 
taking 10 minutes to slow down from full speed to rest, and fora 
current frequency of 50 periods, the time for four beats will be 
about 100 seconds, and can easily be observed. 


+ Main 


-main 


Fid. 1. 


If the machine tested is a direct current shunt machine, or an 
alternator provided with an exciter on the same shaft, or any 
machine which is run up to speed by means of a belted shunt motor, 
ң much better method of measuring the change of speed is available 
without the use of a speed indicator at all. Tae method consists, 
аз indicated in fig. 1, of using a suitable low voltage voltmeter 
to measure the difference between the voltage of the field-magnet 
coils and the induced E. M. F. in the armature. The field- 
magnet is permanently connected to constant potential mains, 
the armature being connected across these mains through a 
switch and starting resistance, the switch end of the armature 
being also connected to the corresponding main through ‘a volt- 
meter provided with a key. When the desired speed is attained 
the armature switch is opened and ‘the voltmeter key closed. The 
readirg of the voltmeter is a direct measure of the change of speed 
(в, — R) in (3). The method, һер, merely consists in observing 
the time interval taken for the voltmeter to change its deflection 
between two given values, and formule (2) and (4) apply. When 
this method is applicable the speed readings can be very accurately 
taken. 

The only novelty in the suggestion of using a voltmeter as speed 
indicator arises from the special way in which it is connected. 
Instead of joining it up across the armature so as to indicate the 
total speed of the machine, it is connected so as to measure the 
difference between the constant voltage corresponding with the 
normal speed and the actual voltage due to the reduced speed. 
It is thus possible to use a sensitive voltmeter capable of indicating 
by а considerable deflection small changes in speed. This is a great 
advantage, for in these acceleration methods the time measurements 
can be much more accurately taken than the speed indications. It 
is, besides, desirable to make the measurements for a small per- 
centage change in the speed. 


Vol. 50. No. 1,264, Fusruary 14, 1902.] THR ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


281 


To test this method, experiments have been made on one of the 
three Parker dynamos in the engine room of the Birmingham 
Technical School. Each dynamo givés at full load an output of 
40 units at 110 volts, the speed being 800 revolutions per minute. 

It is belted to a Tangye gas engine running at 160 revolutions. 
Both engine and dynamo are provided with heavy fly-wheels. The 
engine running alone takes 2 minutes to slow down from full speed 
to rest. When belted to the dynamo, this time is increased to 
4 minutes. The time of slowing down of the dynamo alone, on 
open circuit, is 22 minutes. 

The slow acceleration of the machines, owing to the excessive 
inertia of the revolving parts, was no advantage in the tests, since 
the time intervals could be measured much more accurately than 
the angular movement of the pointer of the voltmeter. If the 
machines had slowed down more rapidly, the use of a lower reading 
voltmeter would have secured equal precision. 

The only instruments needed for the test were a watch, a volt- 
meter, an ammeter, and & common water resistance. It was not 

found necessary to alter а single connection between the dynamo 
‘and the switchboard. Тһе field coils were permanently excited 
from the bus bars The armature had its negative brush per- 
manently connected with the negative bar, and its positive was on 
open circuit except when connected through the ammeter and water 
resistance to one of the bus-bars (the positive bar for speeding up 
and the negative for slowing down). 


(To be concluded.) 
— ll — 
WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 
By H. W. SULLIVAN. 


In view of wireless telegraphic developments, some notes 
upon the history, and present and future prospects of the 
new enterprise a8 an industry, may be useful, the more so 


because of the extravagant hopes which have been raised in - 


the public mind -by announcements in the lay Press, 
especially recently, as to the capabilities of the new system. 
Nothing could be more unfortunate to investors than that 
false ideas upon this subject should prevail, and be tacitly 
fostered in responsible quarters. It is because of its great 
fascination that the пех telegraphy must be calmly and 
cautiously considered. 

The important and original experiments carried out in 
1895 for the Admiralty by Captain Н. B. Jackson, R.N., 
F.R.S., constitute the first official and practical wireless 
telegraphic work in this or other countries. The first 
public “ wireless " trials were those conducted by the Postal 
authorities early in 1897 between  Lavernock Point 
- (Penarth) and Brean Down (Weston-super-Mare), a distance 
of some nine miles, with the small island of Flatholm 
intervening about half way. Messages were then successfully 
exchanged at fair speeds and recorded, as in the prior 
Admiralty experiments upon a Postal-pattern Morse inker. 

The writer had the privilege of witnessing some of these 
early and highly interesting demonstrations. Since then the 
signalling range has been increased by degrees, until latterly 
ordinary Morse signals have been picked up at distances 
amounting, under exceptionally favourable conditions, to 
300 miles, whilst the rate of transmission has also been 
accelerated. ‘There is no reason why, with more sensitive 
coherers, these results should not be surpassed, except for 
certain practical objections, which will be referred to pre- 
sently. . 

Without doubt, although the transmission at distances of 
300 miles is exceedingly uncertain, this achievement is a 
great advance, and, at first sight, is full of promise for the 
future. Unfortunately, however, the rnain and fundamental 
objections which were urged against the system upon its 
first introduction to public notice still remain practically in 
full force. Foremost amongst these are 

1. The impossibility of so screening or syntonising messages 
that they shall not be interrupted or read by any other 
system of the same nature. 


2. It is at all times subject to designed interruption on 


the part of others. 

9. Ite liability to interference from atmospheric disturb- 
ances, and also damp and rainy weather. 

4. The still. slow speed of transmission, even over the 
limited distances attained. — . 

As regards objections Nos. 1 and 2, to the best of the 
writer's knowledge, no physicist has come forward with even 
a theoretical suggestion as to how messages are to be rendered 


- ances which have been referred to herein. 


secret or screened against interruption, intentional or other- 
wise, in a practical way, notwithstanding irresponsible state- 
ments, implying the contrary, which have so repeatedly 
appeared in the daily press. One may search in vain for any 
reliable patented information upon the subject. This defect 
would seem to have been strikingly illustrated only so recently | 
as at last year’s yacht race between Shamrock ГЇ. and 
Columbia, when, according to press statements, two steam 
tugs, fitted respectively with the Marconi and another system, 
which were present to report the race, finding interference 
from each other’s signals, agreed to transmit reports alter- 
nately for periods of five minutes each, only to have both 
their messages mutilated and rendered unintelligible by a 
third boat, equipped with a rival system, which then 
appeared. 

With regard to objection No. 3, as is now well known, the 
idea that wireless telegraphy is proof against atmospheric 
disturbances or weather changes has been exploded by facts. 
At times the interference from this cause is very severe. 
Upon several occasions the writer has witnessed trials when 
even with beautiful sunshine and calm weather prevailing at 
and between two stations and with the instruments at both 
stations idle, erratic signals kept on being recorded at 
frequent and irregular intervals throughout the day, whilst 
during working periods these stray signals interfered con- 
siderably with the reception of messages. They could be 
traced to the operation of no other wireless installation 
within range, and were clearly due to atmospheric effects, 
howsoever caused. ; 

In the first instance it was supposed that the effective 
range of wireless telegraphy depended directly upon the 
length and volume of the spark produced and upon the 
coherer being very highly sensitive. Subsequent experience 
has modified this idea. As a matter of fact, messages are 
now successfully exchanged over distances of many miles 
with much smaller spark gaps and less sensitive coherers than 
were originally supposed to be necessary. A somewhat 
analogous case occurs in the history of submarine tel2graphy, 
in the early days of which it was thought that to success- 
fully establish communication through an Atlantic cable, 
electrical energy of enormous power or tension was essential. 

The present maximum working speed of wireless telegraphy 
is from 20 to 25 words per minute, and the signals have 
been made continuous instead of the dots and dashes forming, 
as they did originally, a short series or а long series of 
minute dots. 

As mentioned above, greater signalling ranges can be 
attained by the simple expedient of so increasing the sensi- 
bility of the coherer as to make it respond to the attenuated 
impulses reaching it from afar, but certain practical 
objections to this course exist. These objections are the 
exceedingly uncertain working of hyper-sensitive coherers, 
and also their greater susceptibility to atmospheric and other 
foreign disturbances, which trouble, of course, becomes accen- 
tuated with the necessity of using more and more sensitive 
coherers. 

Speaking generally, the improvements which have been 
introduced in the system are due to detailed refinements in 
the receiving apparatus, and mainly so to the introduction of 
the step-up transformer in the coherer circuit, the idea of 
which was first patented by Oliver Lodge in May, 1897. 
Not only does this device in itself greatly increase the sig- , 
nalling limits, but it may also render the receiving instru- 
ments less susceptible to the atmospheric and other disturb- 
At first sight it 
should have the effect of remedying all trouble due to such 
disturbances, but for reasons which, upon consideration, will 
be obvious this is far from being the case. (Oddly enough, 
the significance of Dr. Lodge’s priority of idea in this 
important invention does not appear to have been grasped by 
subsequent inventors and authorities upon the literature of 
the subject. | 

Alluding to the fascinating wireless experiments just 
made between the British Isles and Newfoundland, 
when, as we are told, a pre-arranged signal in the 
Morse code alphabet was successfully transmitted across 
the North Atlantic, Messrs. Marconi and Co. must be 
congratulated ungrudgingly upon the brilliancy of this 
feat. It is worth noting than the signal in question 
is said to have been received upon a telephone. The 


„ 


282 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 50. No. 1,264, FasruaRy 14, 1902. 


telephone diaphragm would respond to minute differences 
in amplitude of magnetic waves of great tenuity, and 
reproduce with fidelity sounds or signals propagated through 
the ther, with the high tension currents magnified by 
marvellously high frequency, such as were doubtless used at 
the Lands End, in contradistinction to the low tension and 
low-frequency currents of cable circuits. It in no way 
detracts from the interest of the achievement that the tele- 
phone is an instrument unsuitable for the reception of tele- 
graphic messages, wireless or otherwise, and that with an 
apparatus of such delicacy, the practical difficulties to some 
of which the writer has alluded, will be aggravated in an 
extraordinary degree. 

Will * wireless ” supersede submarine telegraphy? Before 
it can do so, if ever, it seems reasonable to suppose that it 
must pass through the same successive stages of evolu- 
tionary development, and invoke to its aid the services of many 
physicists and earnest, and future workers and practicians in 
this field of study. At present those accustomed to the secrecy 
and speed, and the smooth and certain working of submarine 
telegraphy in all weathers and climates, cannot but realise 
the crudeness and defects of the new system, even in its 
now improved condition. The latter will stimulate inven- 
tion towards further developing the marvellous capabilities 
as regards secrecy, speed, and certainty of transmission of 
the metallic path of a submarine cable, with its property of 
focussing and confining rigidly between two given points, 
howsoever distant, impulses or waves, the most minute of 
electrical energy. — . 

Wireless telegraphy has, however, other and obvious fields 
of usefulness, e.g., for ocean signalling, more especially on 
men-of-war, where it will be handled under a carefully- 
organised system by skilled executive officere, specially 
selected from those who have undergone the requisite 
technical training, instead of this complicated and delicate 
apparatus being consigned to the mercies of an ordinary 
signalman ; though it is only fair to point out that in this 
field, too, improvements are necessary. 


TECHNICAL TERMINOLOGY. 


ONE of the most remarkable features of electrical science is 
the accuracy of its measurements. Although its develop- 
ment, subsequent to its prolonged chrysalid stage, has been 
confined within so brief a period compared with that of 
steam practice, for example, there is now probably no other 
separate science in which such refinement of accuracy is even 
possible, and certainly no other in which everyday measure- 
ments are maintained at such a high standard as a matter of 
course. Indeed, the ease and accuracy of electrical measure- 
ment have been most important factors in hastening the 
process of development. How comes it, then, that so many 


of those in whose hands this marvellous and beautiful system 


of units and measurements has been placed, daily and hourly 
abuse it, often through ignorance, but no less often from 
sheer laziness ? We rejoice in the knowledge that our tech- 
nical colleges are rapidly multiplying and increasing the 
scope of their labours, and that the precision in definition 
and in application of scientific terms which they inculcate 
must in time have its due effect; but they cannot cure 
the fault which takes its origin in sloth. As for the other 
source of misuse—ignorance of theory, at once the mistaken 
pride and real shame of the man who boasts that he is a 
practical man "—were those who know but careful to 
speak and write correctly, the less well-informed would 
inevitably follow their lead. 

We propose to draw attention once more to the graver 
errors in terminology, as well as to terms which are not in 
themselves erroneous, but are susceptible of improvement. 

Horsk-PowErR-Hour.—Probably there is no error more 
prevalent than the use of the phrase “ horse-power" as а 
unit of work. For example, we are told that a certain 
plant consumes „ Ibs. of coal per horse-power, a statement 
which is really the purest nonsense, One might as well gay 
that a dynamo generates y amperes per second. It is all 
very well to reply that it is common practice—that the time 
element is © understood " ; sometimes it is, but often it is 


not, and even if it were, this would be no justification for a 
slovenly mode of expression. Those who clearly understand 
that a horse-power is a rate, and a horse-power-hour is a 
quantity of energy, are careful to use the correct phrase. 
KILOWATT-HOUR.—A similar error, inexcusable in an 
electrician, is the use of the word “ kilowatt,” where kilowatt- 
hour is meant; a steam dynamo, for instance, is often said 
to consume so many pounds of steam per kilowatt. It is 
nonsense. “ Pounds of steam per kilowatt-hour" is Ње 
correct phrase, though “ thermal units per kilowatt-hour " is 
better when it can be ascertained. | 
RECORDNG WATTMETER.—This misnomer came to us 
from the United States, and is one of the most objection- 
able imports that our American friends ever introduced to 
this country. А. recording wattmeter records on a chart the 
power in use at any instant, and has nothing to do with 
Board of Trade units, unless the record is independently 
integrated. What is usually meant by the term is an 
* energy-meter,"  * watt-hour meter,” or “integrating 
wattmeter;" any one of these terms is correct. 
ENERGY.—How often we read of the “revenue from sale 
of current," * demand for current," &c.! Yet current is 
neither demanded nor sold; it is not worth having, as one 
cannot do anything with it when one gets it! ©“ Energy” 
is the commodity dealt with, and current is not energy. 
QUANTITY METER.— The amazing confusion of ideas 
manifested by counsel in a recent patent action between two 
electrical companies was due to a similar cause—the inability . 
to distinguish between current and quantity. Lengthy 
arguments were made to show that a certain meter was not 
an energy meter, but a current meter. Without pausing to 
demonstrate the fallacy of the arguments, we must point 


. out that the phrase current meter" is solely applicable to 


what is generally known as an ammeter ;, * quantity meter,” 
or “ampere-hour meter,” is the correct designation for an 
instrument which integrates current with regard to time. 
CANDLE-PowER.—Onur friends the gas people have been 
active, of late, in the dissemination of tracts aimed at 
the perversion of the multitude to the cult of gas; these 
tracts generally take for their text the Welsbach mantle 
versus the electric glow lamp. There is nothing they 
hate more, in point of fact, than the former—except 
the latter; but it suits their purpose, which is to persuade 
people that gas is the cheaper, and then to get them to use 
batswing burners. We shall deal with them at another 
time; our present purpose is to expose their ignorance of the 


subject. "They speak of ** candle-power per cubic foot,” when . 


they mean “candle-hours per cubic foot," and worse, they. 
say * so many candles per hour," when they mean merely 
* candles”! We have the actual statements before us. 
FrEQUENCY.—Seeing that there is a definite physical 
term ready to hand for the rate of repetition of a periodic 
function—its frequency—why should we use a word of віх 
gyllables —periodicity—to express precisely the same thing ? 


Let us adhere to the short, simple, and ]ong-established _ 


* frequency," if only for the sake of uniformity. "There are 
already too many synonymous terms in the language of elec- 
tricity. й 

By the way, what is Ше meaning of ~ ? We know 
what cwt., £, ", stand for ; we translate them as hundred- 
weights, pounds, inches or seconds; but when we.see ~, 
what idea does it convey to our minds? Is it frequency ? 
or cycles? or periods? or cycles per second? In a work on 
„Transformers, written by a well-known and popular engi- 


neer, we read that T — RM , Where T is the time required 


for a complete cycle. A few lines further on we read “a 
speed of ~ revolutions per second." ^ Again, we find 
“Е = 2 ~ пва” What are we to call ~ ? Read- 
ing the formula, we say * E equals two рі (7) big-N, small- 
n sine alpha ; we have just used ~ as a number, but when 
we come to the E.M.F. formula, we have, presumably, to use 
itas cycles per second. But supposing the meaning of the 
symbol to be confined to cycles per second, what is the name 
of the symbol ? Fortunately, tlie symbol is doomed, for no 
lecturer can use it, unless he is lecturing by signs to a deaf 
and dumb audience ! 

PRESSURE.—We have referred to the redundancy of elec- 
trical terms ; nowhere is this more marked than in the cage 
of pressure. There are two things to be named—electro- 
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motive force and polenlial difference, and these are quite 
distinct and definite; yet we call them at random, E.M.F., 
voltage, pressure, potential, P.D., tension, and juice! 
Surely there is no need for this absurd confusion. Electro- 
motive force, singular to state, rarely comes within the 
purview of the majority of electrical engineers; it is 
appropriately and conveniently styled E.M.F. What we have 
to deal with in everyday life is difference of potential. Long 
ago Prof. Ayrton foresaw the need ef a brief term for this 
quantity, and suggested P.D.; this would answer perfectly, 


were it not that the average electrician knows but little. 


about potential, and is doubtful as to the meaning of P.D. 

What is voltage? We appeal for a definition. Potential 
is absolutely inadmissible. Tension implies a pulling apart, 
and is, indeed, capable of justification; but after all, what 
can be better than pressure? Everybody is familiar with 
the idea in connection with steam, air, and water, and the 
quantity is one which must often be referred to by people 
who are largely ignorant of electrical matters, but are 
acquainted to a greater or less extent, with the corresponding 
quantity in mechanical subjects. Moreover, the Board of 
Trade has hallowed the word with its weighty sanction. It 
isas easy to speak of high or low pressure as of high or 
low tension; let us baw to the Board of Trade’s example, 
and speak only of pressure. 

CoNDUCTANCE.—The use of the word conductance, as the 
reciprocal of resistance, and of conductivity as reciprocal to 
resistivity, is so simple and obvious an improvement, that 
no justification is needed for it. Fortunately, this reform 
has gained a strong foothold, and some day even the com- 
pilers of electrical pocket-books will doubtless hear of it. 

0000.—A fault which, we regret to say, even cable 
makers have committed, is the use of the symbols 4 0, 3 0, 
&c., in place of 0000, 000, &c. We have, no excuse to offer 
for these extraordinary symbols; but the fact is, that the 
symbol 7.16 means seven wires of No. 16 S.W.G., and con- 
sequently 4 0 means four wires of No. 0 S.W.G. Probably 
no one is misled by this misuse of the symbol, but why 
shóuld it occur at all? It is, like so many. others, mere 
laziness, without the excuse that it saves time or trouble. 

HIaH AND Low бРЕЕр,—"1 he common practice of dis- 
cussing “high and slow speed engines is most irritating 
to anyone with any regard for verbal accuracy. The 
antonym of “high .speed’’ is “ low speed; if we prefer 
to speak of “slow speed," we must also use the expression 
+ quick speed " in place of high speed." We never refer 
to “high tide and slow tide," or to “quick walking and low 
walking; let us then be reasonably consistent, and use 
“ high and low " or “quick and slow," but never an absurd 
mixture. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENT OF THE ATOMIC 


THEORY AND ITS CONNECTION WITH 
LIGHT AND ELECTRICITY. 


By C. C. GARRARD, Ph.D. 


(Concluded from page 207.) 


WHILE all these methods enable us to arrive at a conclusion 
as to the nature of the ions, electricity gives us the means of 
decomposing chemical substances into their component 
parts, in that during the operation of electrolysis the 
ions are deprived of their electric charge, and are 
deposited in a neutral state. By means of the voltave 
necessary for this decomposition one overcomes the force 
tending to keep the ions charged, and as we can raise the 
voltage as high as we like, it is possible to’ overcome the 
strongest chemical affinities. By this method Davy was 
able to electrically isolate the alkali metals, and Moissan the 
element fluorine. 

When now, on the other hand, a metal goes into solution, 
under formation of ions, it follows that a displacement of 
electricity must occur, this being, according to Nernst’s well- 
known theory, the origin of the electromotive force of the 
galvanicelement. Such dislocations of electricity also occur 
in simple chemical reactions, such as the dissolving of a 


metal in an acid. Here the electric charges of the hydrogen 
ions are transferred to the metal, which thus goes into the 
ionic form. 

One could, therefore, well imagine that all chemical forces 
are electric in nature. А great analogy between chemical 
and electrical action is indeed quite obvious, in that chemical 
action proceeds directly proportional to the driving force of 
affinity and inversely proportional to the chemical resistance 
in a way similar to Ohm's law, so that one has to regard the 
E.M.F. of a galvanic element as a measure of the affinity of 
the chemical reactions occurring therein. This electrical 
method for measurement of chemical affinity is the most 
accurate known, though it is not the only one. 

These considerations, however, naturally do not give any 
proof that the force of chemical affinity is really electrical in 
nature. Indeed, it has been held by some that it is sufficient 
to know the strength and amount of the force without 
bothering about the actual nature of the same. Nernst, 
however, holds that this view is not the right one, and that we 
should endeavour to pierce the veil and get to know the 
actual mechanism of the action which is going on. 

The Berzelius theory of chemical affinity, which regarded 
all compounds as being dualistically composed of a positive 
and a negative electrical radicle could not hold ite own 
against the development of organic chemistry, where, for a 
great class of chemical bodies, the unitistic idea, founded on 
the Valence theory, seemed to apply. To-day both ideas 
appear to be justified in that we distinguish between positive 
and negative ion builders— i.e., elements and radicles which 
are capable, under favourable conditions, of taking up the 
different electric charges. While, however, Berzelius 
explained the strength of the chemical affinity by 
the amount of the electric charge, we know, as shown 

by Faraday, that equivalent amounts of even the 
elements, of the most different affinities, have exactly the 
same sized electric charges. These strange facts now are 
capable of a very simple explanation, if one assumes ап 
idea first put forward by Helmholtz, and regards electricity 
as material in nature, and also of an atomistic structure, 
consisting of positive and negative electrons; and accord- 
ingly the ions as compounds’ of the elements with such 
electrons. Other, quite different investigations (described 
in the beginning of this article) can be said to lead also to 
such a chemical theory of electricity, and according to which 
we may say that the atomic weight of the negative electron 
is gon oth. 

The idea of the ions as saturated chemical compounds of 
radicles and electrons leads to many conclusions which stand 
in the best agreement with known facts. Thus, for example, 
the sodium ions are as much different from elementary sodium 
as is sodium chloride. For further development of the 
chemical analogy between electrons and chemical radicles 
and elements the work of Abegg and Bodländer“ can be 
referred to. 

The last consequence of this idea, the existence of a 
compound of + and — electron, is not yet capable of proof, 
yet Nernst is of opinion that it is possible that it is this 
molecule which plays an important óle in the ether. 

- The relation of the dualistic and unitistic standpoints can 
be best set forth, on this basis, as follows :— АП elements or 
radicles possess an affinity for the positive or negative elec- 
trons with which they form ions, as also an unipolar attrac- 
tion for each other. It is this latter attraction which 
accounts for the combination of the two hydrogen atoms 
to a hydrogen molecule, further the existence of phosphide 
of sulphur, iodide of chlorine, &c., or the metallic compounds, 
above all the carbon derivatives. 

With the reaction, however, of a positive and negative 
element, one with another, an electron molecule is added, 
and with the ionic dissociation split up, and it appears to be 
particularly worthy of consideration that such compounds 
obviously, by reason of the addition of electrons, differ con- 
siderably more from their components than the compounds 
of like elements, by which it seems electrons do not play a part. 
For instance, the metal compounds remain metallic, the com- 
pounds of metalloids, metalloid in character, while, e.g., 
with the compound of sodium (ion) with chlorine (ion) 
the formed body is something entirely different. 


* See Jahrbuch tür Kleltrochemir, 1399. 
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It is possible, Nernst says, in finishing this summary of 
his viéws, that there are certain elements which only react 
with + electron, without another element binding the 
— electron, so that the latter is set in freedom and appears 
in theform of the Becquerel rays. 

This theory, as worked out by Nernst, though very pretty 


сапа capable of giving a plausible explanation of many facts, 


rests obviously on a very slender experimental foundation ; 
and although our comprehension of many things may be 
greatly helped by the simple picture it gives, we would do 
well not to accept it, for the time being, as the real physical 
explanation. For the present experiment would seem to 
show that what we have called negative electricity, consists 
of &mall particles chipped off the chemical atoms, and that & 
body is positively charged when it has had these small chips 
knocked off and removed from some of the atoms which con- 


stitute the body. 


: NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. THompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


2,084. "Improvements in joint and joint-boxes for electrical conductors." 
G. WILKINSON. January 27th. 
2,094. ‘Improvements in tumbler and other electrical switches.” A. War- 


вох. January 27th. 

2,159. ‘Improvements in and relating to electric fuses.” 
and E.P. Wetmore. January 27th. (Complete.) 

2,187. “Improvements relating to galvanometers, magnetometers and like 
apparatus." Т. E. GAMBRELL and C. T. GAMBRELL. January 28th. 

2, 201. Improvements in or connected with massage and electro-thera- 
peutical apparatus." D. R. PATERSON. January 28th. 

2,298. “ Ап improved means of transferring the conducting arms of electric 
tramcars and other vehicles (using the overhead wire) from one wire toe 
another.” Е. W. WHITE. January 28th. 

2,262. '' A motive power for the production of electricity, &c., on sailing and 
other ships." G. A. CARRUTHERS. January 28th. 

2,264. ''Improvements in insulated electrical conductors.” THe BRITISH 
Тномвох-Носѕтох Comrany, LIMITED. (E. Thomson and J. G. Callay, United 
States.) January 28th. (Complete.) 

2,284. “Improvements relating to electric lighting.“ 
January 28th. 

2,310. "'Improvements relating to electric telegraphy." 
January 28th. 

2,317. Dry seats on electric cars or other vehicles, also for garden seats or 
seats or chairs exposed to weather." W. WALMSLHY. January 29th. 

2,818. ‘*Increasing the electrical conductivity of iron and steel.“ 
MorGan, January 29th. 

2,848. ‘‘ Improvements in cooking stoves heated by oil, gas, or electricity." 
H. J. Yates and D. R. McNxiLL. January 29th. 

2,852, ‘Improvements in automatic means of breaking electric circuits.” 
J. Еквөсѕох and RELviN & J. Waite, Limiten. January 29th. 

2,254. “Improvements in and re‘ating to apparatus for automatically con 
trolling electric switches.” A. D. Situ. January 29th. 

2.863. '‘ Improvements in and relating to portable electric accumulators.” 
L. A. LAMMERTS. January 29tb. 


C. E. C. BHAWFIELD 


Н. Н, COOPER. 


А. MUIRHEAD. 


J.J. 


., 2,377. ‘Electric heating fabrics." J. M. C. HEuncorr. January 29th. 

2,425. "Improvements in and connected with etheric telegraphy.” Н. 
HEENAN. January 30th. i 

2.452. Atmospheric ventilator for electric light, mains, tubes and channels.” 
А. Соке. January 30th, 

2,163. “Improvements in apparatus of use in starting and controlling electric 
motors." А. Н. Арлмѕапӣ J. T. Mounp. January 30th. 

2,477. An improvement in lighting by electric incandescent lamps." J. A. 
HALTORD. January 30th. 

2,492. Improvements in connections forconcentric electriccables." J. R. P. 
Lun». January 30th. 


2,198. “ Improvements in casings for electrical conductors, gas and water 
pipes, and the like." J. D. Panmen. January 30th. 


2,503. “Improvements in wires or cables for use on electric tramways." 
Н. E. Dovettiy and Н. NokMANTON, January 3lst. 


2,913. “Improvements in electric storage flexible pressure gas batteries." 
E. BAILLW and A. CROWTHER. January 81st. 

2,520. “Improved means of connecting isconnecting electric mains or 
cables in street boxes." 5. E. Bairros. — anuary 31st. 

2,521. An improved disconnecting box for electric mains with means for 
rendering same gas and waterproof.” S. E. Britton. January 3156. 

2,525. "Improvements injaequards." F.LascasuiRE. January Bist. 

2,552. “Improvements in electric couplings or terminals.’ E. HARDMAN. 
January 315. 

2,84. “Improvements in rheostats or electrical resistances." A. B, Richy, 
of THe EI. ESTNICAL 'TnaNsMISSIoN Company, and E. G. Scorr. January 3156. 

2.587. An improvement in carbons for arc lamps." C. D. ABEL. (Siemens 
and Halske Aktien-Gescllschatt, Germany.) January sist. 


2,595. “Improvements in or relating to electric lighting of railway or other 
vehicles,” М. BUTTNER. January 3lst. 
{ 12,610. "An improved arm or support for holding telephone receivers or 


iransinitters or the like." 
2,659. 
circuits.” 

2,606. 
Tre British Pitomsenx-Houston Company, LIMITED, 
States.) February Ist. Complete.) 

2,073. “ Improvements in electrically operated hand-drills." M. KemMgruore. 
February lst. 

2,074. “ Iniproveuients in and connected with electric meters of the thermal 
type.“ M. P. Тномѕк. February lst. 


G. T. Mond nN. February lst. 

“Improvements in and connected with resistance switches for electric 
G. Pace. February Ist. 

“ Improvements in brush-holders for dynamo-electric machines." 

(Н. F. T. Erben, United 


be aimed at. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thommpece 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 99 
(in stamps). 


1900. 


9,633. “Method of exolting alternating current machines.” Р. М. J. Bemcberot. 
Dated May 24th, 1900. In а method of exciting single or polyphase alternating- 
current generators or motors, the alternator is combined with a special exciting- 
dynamo and a compoundage transformer. 4 claims. 


9,634. “improved method of starting and regulating multiphase-currest moters.” 
Р. М. J. Bogoherot. Dated May 24th, 1900. Relates to a method of starting and 
regulating multiphase-current motors, comprising the use of one or more 
specially-driven motors combined with apparatus termed a “ phase trans- 
former." Two “squirrel gage” or other motors are combined to form the 
motor. 2 claims. i 


9,652. ''improvemsnts in electric aro lamps.” Н. Bremer. Dated May 934ti., 
1900. Arc lamps. A lamp is provided with four carbons, all inclined toward: 
an arc which is formed at their jiower ends; adjacent carbons are electrically 
connected. The arc is kept down by the magnetic field from a solenoid or one 
pole Moes, carried by a series electro-magnet at some di 
то. The pole-pieces are pieces of iron wire strand.in order that 
ay be bent to any desired position. Short carbons may be used, fed 
a curved holder by a weight or otherwise, springs being placed in the 
curve of the holder to keep them in place. A small metal reflector is placed 
immediately above the aro. The carbons have their ends recessed and pointed 
tofit together and keep in alignment in passiug through the curved holder. 
They are made with large proportions of metallic salts or metalloids, a: 
deseribed in Specification No. 21,687, A. D. 1899, to give a long arc, and t» ace 
white or light yellow deposits on the reflectors; borax or salts of calcium or 
pom AE with fluorine may be used. The admission of air to the carbons may 
m е by open cylinders as described in Specification No. 2,260, a.p. 1900, 

claims. 


9,663. ‘‘An eleotrolysing process for zince and other salts with solebie anedes.” 
C. D. Abel. (800. des Piles Eleotriques, Paris). Dated May 24th, 1900. Zinc, tiw, 
cadmium, and magnesium, obtaining.— There are at least two porous veasels 
between the anode and cathode, and a continuous flow of a washing-liquid is 
kept up between them. The adodes of copper or other soluble metal, except 
zine when zinc is to be deposited, are immersed in any conductive liquid, and 
the cathode of zinc or other metal to be deposited, is immersed in a solation of 
the salt to be electrolysed, which is contained in a porous vessel,and con- 
tinuously tlow4 from one tank to another by means of pipes. Surrounding this 
porous vessel is another one through which the washing liquid flows likewise 
from one tank to another by means of tubes. The washing-liquid may be a 
solution of the salt to be electrolysed, or of water rendered conductive. The 
apparatus is intended to be used with the primary batteries described in Speci- 


` fications Nos.79,803, A р. 1897, No. 16,172, A.D. 1808, and Nos. 2,748, and 9.512, 


A.D. 1899, 1 claim. 


9,587. ''iImprovements In ejeotric traction on a road contact or like system.” 
$. Р. Thompson. Dated May 2ith, 1900. Electric railways and tramways on & 
road contact, or like system, with switches operated by magnets on t^e vehicle. 
Switches; collectors.—-A multipolar magnet on the vehicle is used to excite the 
switches, and it may be combined with the collector, but preferably a separate 
еи anaes is used, 60 that the road switch boxes need nos be insulated. 
7 claims. . 


9,612. improvements in a commutatiag switch and combination of electric 
motors and batteries for controlling electric carriages and Ике purposes.” H.F. Jost. 
Dated May 24th, 1900. Relates to means for controlling electric motors and 
ba'teries suitable for electric carriages, boats, or other machinery. А cylin- 
drical switch, having eight positions, is employed. 8 claims. 


9,647. A process of ерю анар by liquid circulation la galvanic hatteries.” 
C. D. Abel. (Soo. des Piles Electriques, Paris.) Dated May 25th, 1900. Relates 
to batteries snch as are described in Specifications No. 16,172, А.р. 1898. and 
Nos. 2,748 and 9,512, д.р. 1899, in which depolarising action is effected by air, hot 
or reheated by contact with hot electrolyte, supplied to tlie battery in various 
ways. This invention consists in substituting the active and rapid circalation 
of the electrolyte, preferably hot, in whole or in part for the injection of air, 
described in the prior specifications. 2 claims. 


9,064. ''New or improved dies for making socketed conduits." J. Hamblet aad 
1. Parkes. Dated May 25th. 1900. А three-sided socket is tirst formed by forcing 
clay into a mould, and the body of the conduit is afterwards produced by forcing 
the clay through a die. The rising and falling table is provided with a die or 
core of the internal shape of the socket, and cores or plugs for producing the 
passages are fixed to bridge pieces by the usual bolts. The mould descends 
with the table and socket unti! it comes in contact with the heads of the sup- 
porting bolts. Holes in the die allow air to escape while the socket is being 
formed, and rounded recesses are made in the die to produce the rounded ends 
of the partitions, 2 claims. 


9,739. “improvements in eleotric switches.” F. S. Worsley. Dated May 
26th, 1900. A switch fitted with a locking arrangement, and is operated by & 
key. lclaim. 


9,731. "improvements In apparatus for ase in the electro-deposition of metals." 
8.0. Cowper-Coles. (Patent not yet due for sealing.) Dated May 26th, 1900. 
Relates to apparatus of the kind described in Specification No. 21,974, 4. p. 
1898, for depositing metals, such as copper. 3 claims. 


9,744. ''improvements in electric signallisg apsaratus.” J. Lea and J. Taylor. 
Dated May 26th, 1900. Relates to electric signaling apparatus for use іп coin- 
municating to the persons in charge of guus the distance of the object to 
2 claims. 


8,746. ‘Improvements in eldctriclty meters of clectrojytic type.” A. Wright and 
Reason Manufacturing Company. Dated May 2 ith, 1900. A mercary voltammeter is 
made with electrodes of mercury separated from one another by two porous 
diaphragms, with the electrolyte between them; the diaphragms may form two 
chambers, which are placed side by side, or concentrically, and contain the 
mercury. 5 claims. . 


9,761. ' Improvements in or connected with switches for electric tramways or 
sectional conductor and like systems.” 8. Eyre. Dated May 28th, 1900. Electric 
railways and tramways with mechanically-operated switches.—Switches: The 
switch is enclosed in a water-tight casing, and consists of a diso turned between 
the hinged contacts to complete or break the circuit by a link or other connec- 
tion to a lever operated by the rod on the leading end of the vehicle A catch 
holds the lever down until it is struck by a second rod on the vehicle, and 
springs return the parts. The rods are adjustable so that the vehicle may run 
in either direction. 1 claim. 


9,760. ''improvements in electrical maximum demand indicators." G. Hookham. 
Dated May 28th, 1900. А maximum-demand indicator consists of а float which 
is movable about vertical pivots іп а vessel containing glycerine and water, or 
other viscous liquid, and which car:ics а pointer over a scale on the front of 
the vessel. The pointer and float are movable in one direction by a counter- 
balanced arm of a galvanometer needle which is suspended by а torsion wire 
and turned by two stationary flat coils carrying the current to be measured. or 
the current from а thermopile, of which one set of junctions is surrounded by a 
heating coil carrying the current to be measured. The float moves only slowly, 
and remains where it is placed by the action of the galvanometer. 4 claims. 


9,767. ''improvemente In ooup!ing or connecting electric conductors, cables, acd 
the like." T. J. McTighe. Dated May 28th, 1900, A sleeve of soft metal is 
slipped over the ends of the wires or cables to be connected, and subjected to 
considerable pressure. 2 claims. 
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THE AMENDMENT OF THE PATENT 
LAW. 


Mr. GERALD BaLFour’s “ Bill to amend the Law with 
reference to Applications for Patents and Compulsory 
Licenses and other matters connected therewith,” has now 


been printed. 


The improvements in the procedure for obtaining com- 
pulsory licenses from obstinate patentees appear to mark a 
great advance on the old procedure, which was practically 
unworkable. Though the cases may be very rare, where the 
patentee of a valuable invention will refuse to sell, or to 
grant licenses to manufacturers, still such cases might 
occasionally be met with, and the Courts should have fu] 
power to prevent this abuse of the Royal grant. The 
amendments in Mr. Balfour’s Bill appear to secure this 
desirable end, without introducing any of the vexatious 
restrictions as to the working of the invention within two 
or three years, such as exist in the Patent Laws of France 
and Germany. 

The remainder of the Bill relates to the examination of 
specifications for novelty, and i is not so satisfactory. Every 
complete specification of an invention filed at the Patent 
Office is to be submitted to an Examiner. After mastering 
the contents of the specification, the Examiner is to make 
search among all complete specifications recorded in the 
British Patent Office within the previous 50 years, If the 
Examiner finds among these specifications any anticipation 
of the whole or a part of the applicant’s invention, the 
applicant is to be informed, and given the opportunity of 
withdrawing or amending his specification before he receives 
his patent. If, however, the applicant for a patent refuses 
to make any alteration in his specification, although tlic 
report of the Examiner may have shown him that his in- 
vention is not new, he can still demand his letters patent. 
The only step taken by the Patent Office to protect thc 
public from being mulcted by the holder of an illegal mono- 
poly, is the comparatively futile proceeding of causing 
reference to the anticipating specifications to be inserted in 
the specification of the bogus patent. 

Under the present /aissez-fuire condition of our Patent 
Law, there ig, as most of our readers know, no examination 
of inventions for novelty. According to the report of the 
Board of Trade Committee which inquired into the working 
of the Patent Acts last year, 12 per cent. at least of the 
patents granted at the present time are in whole or in part 
invalid through want of novelty. The real percentage is pro- 
bably much higher, as the search was contined to a limited field 
und to a limited period. Many, if not all, of these patents 
are taken out as the Comniittee's report mildly puts it“ for 
objects other than the protection of a real invention." The 
Committec also state in theit report that they are of opinion 
that the grant of invalid patents is a serious evil, inasmuch 
as it tends to the restraint, of trade and to the embarrass- 
ment of honest traders aud inventors, (They might have 
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added that the consumers of patented articles are practically 
compelled by the State to pay enhanced prices for such 
articles to a person who is not the inventor, and therefore has 
no proprietary right to any payment whatever over the price 
which would be fixed by open competition. 

This Bill, therefore, though professing to be founded on 
the report of the Board of Trade Committee, fails com- 
pletely to remedy the serious evils which the Committee 
considered to appertain to the granting of invalid patents. 
The endorsement of the specification of the bogus invention 
with references to the anticipating patents appears to us to 
be no remedy. It is not the cost of a search that deters the 
blackmailed manufacturer from resisting the demands of a 
bogus patentee for royalties. In most cases, in fact, the 
manufacturer knows quite well that the invention is not 


new and that the patent is invalid. The real deterrent is 
the fear of a lawsuit and the loss of time and money which 


it involves, even thouch the defence should be successful. 
Complete statistics of the extent to which blackmailing is 
carried by bogus patentees are difficult to obtain, but we 
know of several instances where manufacturers have paid 
considerable sums for royalties on patents which they were 
convinced were invalid, rather than go to the trouble and 
expense of contesting the matter in Court. 

The additional cost of carrying out the scheme of 
examination for novelty proposed in the Bill is estimated at 
about £65,000 per annum. Since an additional fee of £1 
i8 to be exacted on the sealing of each patent, the cost will 
be thereby reduced to about £50,000 per annum. After pay- 
ing this additional sum the Patent Office will probably still 
have an annual surplus of upwards of £100,000 per annum. 
There can be no objection, therefore, raised on the ground 
that patentees do not pay for the information as to the 
novelty of their inventions which will be supplied to them 
by the Patent Office. In fact, the Patent Office surplus is 
so large that there appears to be little justification for the 
imposition of the additional fee of £1 on sealing. It is 
intended apparently to prevent the bogus inventor applying 
for the seal, i. e., the genuine inventor is to be mulcted to the 
extent of £1, in the hope of frightening the bogus inventor 
out of the field. The proceeding is a very unfair one, and, 
moreover, we do not think it will succeed. 

Undoubtedly the рола fide inventor would benefit by the 
cheap search which would be carried out for him under the 
provisions of this Bill, but when we consider that without the 
expenditure of an additional penny, the manufacturing 
public, and the consuming public, might also be protected by 
giving the Patent Office power to reject all inventions or 
parts of inventions that were found to be anticipated, it is 
inconceivable that the Government have failed to introduce 
into the Bill a provision to secure this desirable result. 

The dangers of official examination to bonå file inventors 
are evidently greatly exaggerated. Both the United States 
and Germany have had systems of effective examination in 
force for many years. The industrial progress of both those 
countries in recent years has been so great as to seriously 
threaten our own pre-eminence, especially in the mechanical 
and chemical arts where large amounts of capital are investcd 
in patents. In neither of these countries is there any gencrak 
movement to abolish examination of patents for novelty. 
Patentecs are convinced that it makes their patents more 


saleable and valuable, and purchasers of patents can buy 
with immensely reduced risk of finding their purchases 
valueless. The average quality of inventions filed in the 
Patent Office will also improve when intending applicants for 
letters patent know that they have little chance of obtaining 
а patent except they have made a real advance on previous 
knowledge. 

We hope that this Bill will be modified in Committee by 
introducing a provision to enable the Comptroller of Patents 
to reject anything in a patent which is reported to him by 
the Examiner as having been anticipated, there being, of 
course, a final appeal to the law officer. We should like to 
see the field for search extended much beyond 50 years of 
British patents, but even this fraction of a loaf would be 
better than no bread, and the field might be extended after- 
wards when experience showed that search could be made 
effective in the wider extent. 


A PAPER was read by Mr. II. W. 
Handcock upon the above matter on 
the 10th inst. at the meeting of the Newcastle Local 
Section of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. ‘The 
subject is a very practical one, the relations between elec- 
trical matters— legislation and finance— being, as Mr. 
Handcock points out, much closer than many people suppose. 
We must differ from the author in his belief that the 
Electric Lighting Acts of 1882 and 1888 have worked 
well ; on the contrary, the 1882 Act may be said not to have 
worked at all, while the 1888 Act, although improving the 
terms under which local authorities can acquire the under- 
takings, did not remove the serious difficulties under which 
the industry has suffered from the practical veto and 
preference given to the municipalities. We do not quite 
follow Mr. Handcock in his contention that there is a sharply 
defined line between the engineer, the financier, and the legal 
adviser. They are naturally dependent upon one another ; 
the legal adviser, or in other words, the legislature, prescribes 
what you may do, the financier provides for what гел be 
done, and the engineer cuts his coat according to the cloth, 
and does what he is able with the means and the conditions 
at his disposal. We endorse Mr. Handcock’s tribute to the 
officers of the Board of Trade ; all who come in contact with 
them will bear willing testimony to their courtesy ard 
readiness to deal with every case on its merits, but they. are 
restricted in their action by the terms of the Acts of 
Parliament they administer, which were framed in the 
interests of municipalities who have taken full advantage 
of their power to obstruct the industry. 

We are inclined to doubt Mr. Handcock’s assertion that 
the local authority represents the ratepayers in matters 
electrical; as a rule, there is so much apathy and indifference 
on the part of the ratepayers as to who represents them, 
that the town councils often appear to consider themselves 
as altogether independent of their constituents. Numerous 
instances have occurred—especially within a recent period— 
where the local authorities have been defeated on an appeal 
to the ratepayers to sanction schemes for municipal trading 
in electricity: witness Birmingham, South Shields, Finchley, 
&c. Mr. Handcock thinks that if it is simply a question of 
electric light and power, the local authority should certainly 
be in a position to deal with these commodities themselves 
as representatives of the population within their area. 
Why, one would suppose that there is nothing simpler than 
giving a supply of electricity, and that it is as easy as tar- 
paving a footpath or collecting dust and the rates. Wc 


Electric Legislation 
and Finance. 
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admit that it is the ratepayer’s own fault if he suffer in 
purse by allowing his representatives to trade without 
knowledge—and with his money! 

Mr. Handcock’s views on the position of local authorities 
with respect to tramways and light railways require 
reconsideration. He seems to advocate that the traffic 
within the boundary of the municipality should be in their 
hands—with running powers for а company dealing with 


the outside districts—and suggests as a practical scheme, 


- that the local authority should allow some of their cars to 
be replaced by those of the company, which he innocently 
believes would present ** no insuperable difficulty."' 


THE working agreement to which we 
referred last week regarding the Employers’ 
Federation and the Trades Unions was rejected by the men 
in the ratio of 7,379 to 14,879. The membership of the 
societies involved numbers 110,000, во that only one-fifth 
of the whole were polled. Of the adverse majority 
the bulk were members of the A.S.E., which includes 
90,000 men, so that less than one-sixth of the A.S.E. were 
adverse sufficiently to vote. The apathy of the majority 
may, perhaps, be a good sign, yet at the same time, it is 
just this apathetic majority that lets itself be dragged at 
the tail of the active members’ chariot and drifts into strikes 
against its wish. Thus, the voters who do represent the 
active members have shown that they are largely against 
the agreement. 

The Yes thinks that the negative vote, such as it is, is 
due to the men’s misconception of the piecework clause, 
and that further discussion which is anticipated will, after 
all, bring a vote for the agreement. The agreement was 
supposed to have had its origin in the idea held by the men 
that the settlement of 1898 was rather harsh. As the 
employers were willing to have gone on with the terms of 
that settlement, it seems a pity that the men who proposed 
the new agreement have not seen fit to ratify it. The fact 
that it was provided that no local strike or lock-out should 
be entered проп without reference to headquarters provided 
а great safeguard against lccal disputes. The reference to 
headquarters must always tend to give time for passions to 
cool. А contemporary suggests that to this very fact may, 
perhaps, be attributed the rejection of the agreement at the 
instigation of the local officials, who, if quarrels are to 
be referred to headquarters, may find themselves in the 
position of Othello. "There was a certain childishness in the 
whole plan of the agreement, but this secms to be a feature 
common to all such, for they appear to be made up of 
permits to do what is sensible and refusals to act foolishly 
that have an air of superfluity about them. It seems absolute 
folly to require to say anything about the restriction of out- 
put of a machine. If the restriction of machine output is 
right and proper, then the whole machine isa crime, and 
ought never to have bcen invented. We can understand 
and appreciate fully the attitude of the early machine 
wreckers of the days of Arkwright and of Hargreaves or 
Heathcote, but having accepted the principle of the machine, 
we entirely fail to sce reason in restricting the output of the 
iron beast. Also, проп what principle is tl:e doctrine of 
restriction worked * A machine tool employed to make part 


of a locomotive must be restricted. The locomotive, when 
in its turn it is set to work, is, we. believe, free from re- 
strictions as to the tonnage it may haul. There is no logic 
in the position. It is remarkable that the greatest efforts of 
trades unions have been exerted in wrong directions, .., to 
restricting machine output in place of shortening the hours 
cf human toil, which it should be the aim of machinery to 
bring about, and that would have been brought about if all 
classes had only recognised their community of interests, and 
put а stop to much unnecessary work which is now done. 


The Labour Question. 


DIA’S PATENT WATERPROOF CABLE. 


THE St. Helens Cable Company, Limited, are placing upon 
the market a new waterproof cable, which is insulated in the 
following manner :—Next the core is placed a iayer of paper 
lapped on in the usual way ; the paper, which is of the best 
quality manilla, ia somewhat thicker thin is ordinarily used 
and is impregnated before being applied to the cable. After 
the lapping is complete, the covering is again impregnated, 
and is then taped. Over the tape is placed a layer of a 
waterproof material to which the name of Dialite has been 
given, tue composition of which it is not desired to disclose, 
although it is believed to be durable. "The Dialite is lapped 
with tape ir the same manner asa rubber-covered cable, and 
is then vulcanised in steam. After vulcanisation is com- 
plete, the cable is finished with braiding treated with pre- 
servative compound in the usual way. 

Mr. C. H. Wordingham, the well-known Manchester 
engineer, has made some tests upon a cable of the following 
dimensions :— 


Diameter of core over outside of strands ... 0322 inch. 
Diameter over outside of paper 0461 „ 
Diameter over outside of tape 0482 ,, 
Diameter over Dialite ... 2t. T ae 0671 , 
Diameter of finished cable outside braiding... 0'816 „ 


The above figures give a thickness of wall of 0:069 in. 
for the paper and 0:091 in. for the Dialite. 

The length of cable tested was stated to be 220 yards, 
and the core was composed of 19 strands of No. 16 S. W. G. 

The insulation resistance was measured by a battery giving 
about 600 volts, and the insulation resistance at the end of 
1, 2 and 3 minutes' electrification respectively was found 
to be as follows, the temperature of the water in which the 
cable was immersed being 42° F. :— 

Insulation resis: ance 


Of length. Per mile. 
After 1 minute'selectrification 1, 265 megs. 158 megs. 
After 2 minutes’ is 1,555 4 194 „ 
After 3 „ ii 1,707 „ 213 „ 


The capacity was determined, and found to be 0:0988 
microfarad for the lengths, corresponding to 0°79 micro- 
farad per mile, the temperature of the water remaining the 
вате. | 

An alternating pressure of 5,000 volts, having a fre- 
quency of about 80 periods per second, was applied to the 
whole length for half an hour without the cable showing 
any signs of breaking down. The pressure was next raised 
until the cable broke down, the dielectric being pierced at a 
pressure between 18,000 and 19,000 volta. 

A piece of the same length of cable, which had been 
under water for several days, and for 24 hours immediately 
before the test was made, and to which a pressure of between 
18,000 and 19,000 volts had been applied as described in 
the last test, was cut off from one end, and was bent three 
times in each direction, making six bendings in all, round a 
drum about 74 in. diameter. The drum was actually a 
tapering one, tapering from 7} in. to 7} in. diameter. 
After bending, the length was immersed in water, except for 
about a foot at each end, and an alternating pressure, having 
& periodicity of about 80 periods per second, was applied to 
it. The pressure was raised to rather over 14,000 volts, 
and was maintained at this value for three minutes, when 
the length broke down at a point about 4 ft. 6 in. from one 
end. 

A test which Mr. Wordingham made of a wire insulated 
entirely with Dialite showed this material to have a high 
dielectric strength as well as considerable insulation 
resistance. 

Mr. Wordingham draws attention to the fact that the 
Dialite covering is thoroughly waterproof; this is shown 
not only by the tests described having been carried out after 
prolonged immersion in water, but still more conclusively 
by the material having been vulcanised in steam with the 
paper covering within it. Had it been at all pervious to 
moisture, the steam must have entered the paper and 
destroyed its insulation resistance. 

A cable insulated in the manner described has, in Mr. 
Wordingham’s opinion, the advantages over a lead-covered 
cable of — 

1. Being unaffected. by electrolysis. 
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2. Having an insulating surface so that it cannot transmit 
a leak to other cables, nor carry currents that may cause 
the covering to fuse. 

3. It is very much lighter, thus being easier and cheaper 
to handle. 

4. It is much less costly. í 

In those cases in which the mechanical protection 
afforded by a lead covering is of importance, the cable 
insulated as above described can be lead-covered, the braid- 
ing then, of course, being omitted. When this is done, it 
possesses the advantage over an ordinary lead-covered cable 
that if there be any defect, such as a pin-hole or flaw in the 
lead, or if the lead be damaged so as to admit moisture, the 
insulation of the cable is unaffected, since the Dialite pre- 
vents the moisture gaining access to the paper. 

He concludes that the invention is a useful one, and that 
ordinary lead-covered paper cables are greatly improved by 
the addition of a layer of Dialite between the paper and the 
lead, while, in many cases, where the conditions are suitable, 
Dialite might with advantage be substituted for lead. 

Station engineers will certainly feel interested in the 
latest type of cable produced by the St. Helens Company, 
and many of theni will no doubt wish to put the material to 
the practical test of constant use and lapse of time. 


WORKSOP ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


Tun opening of the electric light station of the above town 
took place last autumn, this being the first town in Notting- 
hamshire—excluding Nottingham itself—to adopt electricity 
as an illuminant. Mr. A. B. Mountain, M.I.E.E., acting 
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with sufficient space available under the existing roof, both 
in engine and boiler house, to add another 800 kw. The 
three-wire system has been adopted with 440 volts between 
the outers, and with the middle wire earthed. 

The building was erected, together with the shaft, by 
Mr. W. Hall, of Worksop. The shaft is 150 ft. in 
height, and 5 ft. 6 in. in internal diameter, a ventilating 
space being left between the inner core and the shaft proper, 
access to which is provided by means of doors let into the 
brickwork. The main building comprises the engineer's 
office and leading-in way fronting the road, the floor above 
this being occupied by the accumulators. Immediately 
behind them is the engine room, 56 ft. long x 28 ft. broad, 
with a height of 22 ft. to the bottom of the roof trusses. 
This is exceedingly well lit by skylights and windows during 
the day, and by means of two aro and various glow lamps at 
night. The effect is farther heightened by white glazed 
bricks, which are used entirely for the walls. The further 
end (towards the river) is at present filled in by a temporary 
wooden structure, which may easily be removed, when neces- 
загу, for extensions. 

For erecting purposes and general work, a 5-ton hand- 
driven crane, supplied by Messrs. Spencer, of Hollinwood, 
spans the entire engine house. 

.On the boiler house side of the engine room stands the 
boiler feed pump and condensing plant, both installed by 
Messrs. J. Carter & Son, of Stalybridge. The former has a 
canacity of 2,000 gallons per hour—with Buffalo injector 
fitted close at hand as a stand-by—and the latter is capable 
of dealing with 18,000 lbs. of steam per hour; it will be 
seen, therefore, that it is amply large enough for the exist- 
ing engine plant. The accompanying illustration clearly 
indicates the design of the pumps. 


Ln 


WonxsoP.—GENERATING PLANT. 


in the capacity of consulting engineer, was responsible for the 
arrangement of the whole station, and it was carried ont in 
uccordance with his designs. 

The capacity of plant at present installed is 350 Kw., 


In connection with the boiler feed pump and condensing 
plant, it will be observed, upon referring to the illustrations, 
that the valve gear is of Messrs. J. P. Hall & Son's special 
design, the adoption of which results in a low steam con- 
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sumption very rarely attained by auxiliary plant of this 
description. 

In the boiler house are two Lancashire boilers 8 ft. in 
diameter and 30 ft. long, rated at 300 н.р. each, having a 
working pressure of 125 lbs. per sq. in., with sufficient 
Space under the existing roof to allow the present boiler 
plant to be doubled. The boilers are of Messrs. Danks’s 
manufacture, with all fittings of the Hopkinson standard 
type, including dead-weight safety valve and low-water 
alarm. 

The switchboard, constructed by Messrs. Clayton & Co., 
of Huddersfield, in accordance with their standard design, 
is of enamelled slate with iron framework. The centre panel 
controls the balancer set, and is farther provided with volt- 
meters and multiple-contact voltmeter switches, to which the 
distributor and feeder pilot wires are brought. A recording 


WoRBKSOP.—HaALL DIFFERENTIAL PUMPS. 


ammeter is also placed at the bottom of the panel, connected 


between the neutral bus bar and an earth plate, in order to 
indicate the current passing through the earth to the neutral 
bus bar. To this instrument (the range of which is 20 
amperes) is attached a device whereby, should the current 
exceed. this amount, a fuse is blown, and the ammeter 
is short - circuited automatically, to prevent its being 
damaged. 

Upon the upper part of the two next panels the booster 
switches and regulators are placed, the lower portions of 
the same panels being devoted to battery regulators and 
switches. The remaining panels control the generators, and 
also carry switches, fuses, and instruments for the four 
distributors and their feeders. | 

The accumulators, to which previous reference has been 
made, were installed by the E.P.S. Company; the plates are 
of their K.W.S. type, there being 11 plates per cell. The 
rating is 180 ampere-hours, and there are 240 cells, sub- 
divided as follows :—212 working, 10 on each end for regu- 


lating, and 8 reserve cells, which are periodically inter- 
changed with others, The function of the battery is only 
to help to balance the load. 

An economiser of Messrs. Green’s well-known pattern is 
included with the plant, the scrapers of which are driven by 
a 3-H.P. * Witting semi-encloged motor. 

The whole of the generating plant has been supplied 
by Messrs. Witting Bros., Electrical Engineers and Con- 
tractors, Limited, of London, and comprises : — Two 
100-kw. steam dynamos, one 150-Kw. steam dynamo, 
together with a balancer booster set with outputs as stated 
below. 

Each of the 100-Kw. dynamos is direct coupled toa 
“Scott & Mountain" high-speed double-acting engine, 
with forced lubrication, running at a speed of 450 revolutions 
per minute. Each engine is provided with a steam separator 

and all usual fittings, an extra heavy fly- 

wheel being employed so that it may 
be used in the future for traction 
purposes. 

The 100-Kw. dynamos are six-polar, 
each with a bar wonnd slotted armature 
and commutator of hard drawn copper. 
Each brush rod carries three carbon 
brushes held on the commutator by 
the reaction type of brush holder. 
The machines give any output between 
no load and 20 per cent. overload 
perfectly sparklessly without shifting 
the brushes. 

The poles are of cast-steel, in one 
piece with the pole shoes, the bolts which 
hold them in position passing right 
through the field ring. In accordance 
with Messrs. Witting’sistandard practice 
for this size of plant, the beds are 
furnished with faced seatings bolting to 
similar seatings on the engine bed, there 
being an outboard bearing for the dynamo. 
This bearing is of the self - aligning, 
self-lubricating type, the lubrication 
being performed by means of ring oilers 
dipping into an oil well of extra large 
capacity, provided with draw-off cock und 
gauge glass. 

The steam consumption per kilowatt- 
hour at full load actually obtained with 
the above machine on test was 28°6 lbs. 
running condensing. 

The 150-Kw. machine is of similar 

` construction, with the exception that 
the pole tips are laminated and the 
number of poles increased to eight, 

the set running at a speed of 400 

revolutions per minute. 

The steam consumption per kilowatt- 
hour at full load actually obtained with 
the above machine on test was 25°8 lbs. 
running condensing. The general design 

of these machines may be seen from the 
| foregoing illustration. 

With regard to the balancer booster set, this consists 
of four coupled machines, also of Messrs. Witting's 
Standard type, running at a speed of 1,200 revolutions per 
minute. The balancers are each capable of dealing with a 
current of 30 amperes at 220 volts, and the boosters are 
arranged to Loost from 0—80 volts with a current of 70 
amperes. The connections to these sets are so arranged 
that either booster may be used by itself, or the boost 
may be varied on either at will without interfering with 
the other. 

The whole of the street cables, junction boxes, &c., have 
been supplied and laid by the British Insulated Wire Com- 
pany, this work being carried out in a most creditable 
manner, and strictly in accordance with their standard prac- 
tice. The are lamp-posts were also supplied by this firm, 
the lamps themselves being of the “ Stewart" type. 

A new departure in municipal work, which we believe 
was due to Mr. A. B. Mountain, was made in this town, 
by supplying the first fortnight’s lighting free, the official 
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connection being established and regular supply undertaken 
on October 1st. 

The whole of the work in connection with the above has 
been carried out, under the supervision of Mr. J. P. Crowther, 
the resident engineer, assisted by Mr. Heron. 

In conclusion, we wish to thank both Mr. Mountain 
and Mr. Crowther for their courtesy in affording us 
facilities for obtaining the data and photographs used in 
the preparation of this article. 


A NEW SYNCHRONISM INDICATOR FOR 
ALTERNATORS.” 


By FRED. P. WOODBURY. 


WHEN throwing large alternate current generators in 
multiple, it is desirable to have them as near perfectly in 
phase as possible to prevent the welding of the switch con- 
tacts that is likely to occur if the machines are put together 
slightly out of step. 

Mr. Paul M. Lincoln, resident electrician for the Niagara 
Falls Power Company, has devised an instrument that not 
only indicates exactly the synchronism of two machines to 
be paralleled, but also shows the relative speeds and the con- 


stantly varying phase difference between the machines 


during the process of bringing them into synchronism. 
The instrument is mounted upon a frame that resembles a 
fan motor, with a dial and pointer replacing the fan. 

Fig. 1 shows a front view of the instrument, with the 
hand at the point of synchronism. Fig. 2 is a back view, 
with the rotor, one bearing and pointer removed and lying at 
the right. The lamp at the top is used for a non-inductive 
resistance ; an inductance coil is placed in the base. A phase 
of each of the machines to be paralleled is connected to the 
four binding posts upon the base. 

Both rotor and stator are built of laminated iron. The 
stator is bipolar, and has winding with a sufficient number 
of turns to produce a strong magnetic field. The rotor is a 
drum-wound armature having upon it two coils set at right 
angles to each other. Three slip rings are fitted upon the 
shaft that connect the coils to the external circuits through 
suitable brushes. The shaft rests in ball bearings. 

In fig. 3 F! is the stator with the coil, Е, upon it. с and 
н are the two rotor coils that revolve in the field of rl. The 
k’s are the slip rings and brushes. An end of each of the 
coils, & and н, is connected to the middle slip ring, and the 
remaining ends of the coils are connected to the other two 
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slip rings. In series with coil, G, is an inductance, K, so 
proportioned as to produce a lag of the current in coil, c, 
approximately 90° behind the current in coil, H. An ohmic 
resistance, L, is placed in series with coil, н, sufficiently great 


* Scientific American, 


Fig. 2. 


to make the currents in the two coilsequal. The leads from 
K and L then unite. | | 

To use the synchsonism indicator the leads from the stator 
are put upon a phrase of one of the machines to be paralleled, 
and the rotor leads connect with the corresponding phase of 
the other machine. 

When the machines are in synchronism, coil с will stand 
at right angles to the field of r, and when the machines are 
in opposition, coil с will still be at right angles to Fi, having 


turned 180°; thus the rotor wil take up intermediate 
positions between these two extremes corresponding to the 
constantly varying phase relations of the two machines, and 
the pointer, moving over the dial, will indicate to the 
attendant the necessary procedure to bring the machines into 
synehronism. 

Fig. 4 is a diagram of connections of the synchroniser 
used on the switchboard of the Niagara Falls Power Com- 
pany. The phase relation between either machine and the 


power bus bar may be found by merely inserting the proper 


dynamo and bus bar plugs. At the request of some of his 
professional friends, Mr. Lincoln has made several instru- 
ments in the power company's workshop. 


ENGINEER OFFICERS FOR THE FLEET. 
By ROLLO APPLEYARD, A.M.Inst.C.E. 


Іт is indeed difficult to comprehend the present attitude of 
the Admiralty, and of the British peoples, here and beyond 
the seas, in regard to the question of obtaining, training, 
and maintaining men and officers 
sufficient in numbers, and adequate in 
qualifications, for the engineering duties 
of our flet. On a very moderate 
estimate there is, in tlie engineer branch, 
an all-round deficit of 40 per cent., 
corresponding to a shortage of at least 
600 engineer officers, R.N., 1,000 
artificers, and 16,000 stokers, which 
would have to be made good before we 
could put our fleet to sea with anything 
but skeleton crews. The assumption 
appears to be that in the event of naval 
war, full complements could suddenly 
be recruited, officers trained, artificers 
collected, stokers got together, all for 
immediate service anywhere. There is 
a vain belief that the Royal Naval 
Reserve would fill the gaps. But the 
truth is that, as regards the engineer 
branch, our reserve forces are insufficient 


— — to man even the reserve merchant 


cruisers—we have thus no real reserve 
of engineer officers, artificers, ог 
stokers for the fleet proper. Pensioners 
and retired naval officers might be furbished up, 
but they would scarcely affect the present con- 
dition of things, except in so far as they are able 
to take dry billets ashore, thus setting free a few 
younger men from the dockyards for active service aflost. 
The deficit is real, and cannot be denied; it isa standing 
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menace to our existence as an Empire; its reality is not yet 
appreciated, and it is not yet provided against by the 
Admiralty. Whenever the question of the engineering 
personnel of the fleet came up last year for discussion in the 
House of Commons, it was adroitly parried by the Govern- 
ment, and postponed indefinitely, so that the session passed 
without an explanation concerning it. In July, а deputation 
was received by Lord Selborne, and stated the case in 
language that was as concise as it was impressive, but the 
deputation was unable to obtain the slightest confession of 
weakness, or any promise of improvement from the 
Admiralty. | + 

As regards the average Briton, perhaps it is easy to 
understand a certain lack of interest in such a question. 
After all, it is a technical matter, to be dealt with by experts 
accustomed to engineering problems, and by naval experts ; 
the average householder views it in simple faith, and a strong 
hope that the Admiralty are doing what is necessary. But 
to the average engineer, who knows the meaning of the 
deficit, and who dwells upon the fact that the Admiralty 
Board has not a single engineer officer in its constitution, 
the matter takes a new light, and he begins to wonder 
whether it is not time that a change was effected. Even 
supposing that stokers and artificers could be got in sufficient 
numbers at a moment of crisis, every engineer knows that it 
would be impossible to obtain engineer officers ready made, a 
corps d élile trained to govern the countless complexities of a 
battleship in action. The time has now arrived for engineers 
generally to tackle a question which the despotic Admiralty 
and the untutored Briton alike fail to grasp, the one 
because they are etiolated by tradition, and the other 
because he cannot learn war except by examples. 

It is not intended here to restate the case for engineer 
officers R.N. ; that has been frequently done during the past 
20 years. Their disproportionalities of rank as compared to 
deck officers, and their classification by Admiralty Regula- 
tions as ** civil" * non-combatants,” have been often dealt 
with and denounced in the ELECTRICAL. REvikw. But we 
must draw attention to some recent evidence that deserves 
the attention of every British engineer. To begin with, it 
is apparent that the Admiralty are, by force of circum- 
stances, brought face to face with the problem attending 
the deficit of officers for the engineer branch of the Navy. 
They are advertising, but so unpopular is the engineering 
branch that the number of applicants is ridiculously small. 
They have lowered the standard of the entrance examination 
into the Royal Naval Engineering School at Keyham, and 
have even invented a system of “ direct entry," but still the 
vacancies cannot be filled. Thus, according to Sir Fortescue 
Flannery, for 200 vacancies advertised last Christmas year 
only nine candidates responded, and so poor was their work 
at the examination, notwithstanding the. lowering of the 
standard, that only three were able to pass. This farce is 
being repeated at all examinations, and meanwhile the 
number of our fighting ships is increasing ; gaps have to be 
filled by irresponsible substitutes, and the honour, welfare, 
and safety of our fleet is being entrusted to unqualified 
subordinates. The missing Condor, for instance, carried no 
qualified engineer officer, R.N. 

To the suggestion that the Board of Admiralty is not 
properly representative of the engineer branch of the Navy, 
Lord Selborne replies that the Board has not been, and 
never will be, a collection of the Heads of Departments, but 
that it consists of the Lord High Admiral or a number of 
gentlemen selected by the Crown. The fact is, we care little 
as to the constitution of that Board, always provided that it 
is efficient, and that it possesses enough knowlege of men and 
of mechanism to secure to us success in war at minimum 
adequate expenditure. Such defects as we have alluded to, 
permitted in the personnel of the engineer branch of the navy, 
in time of peace, are admitted by such experts as Sir John 
Hopkins, Admiral Fitzgerald, Admiral Henderson, Sir 
Edward Freemantle, Sir Fortescue Flannery, Mr. John Corry, 
Sir Charles Palmer, and by every engineer officer in the 
service to be a grave element of risk; and the weight of 
their testimony is the strongest evidence against the present 
constitutional form of the Board of Admiralty. We want 
the keenest intellects on that Board. The education of the 
пеги professional engineer officer R.N. is of higher order 
than that of any officer in either of the Services, and it scema 


reasonable to suppose that the presence of one or two of these 
gentlemen on the Board would greatly enhance the useful- 
ness of that august body. 

Lord Selborne says further, that the engineer branch 
have already the means of representing their case and of 


. putting forward their points" ; from which we are led to 


suppose that he considers that any addition to the Board 
itself from that branch is superfluoys. А full account of 
the reception accorded to the deputation is given in an 
appendix to a paper by Mr. D. B. Morison, read before the 
North-East Coast Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders ; 
and anybody who follows that account and considers the 
remarks of Lord Selborne to the deputation, can judge for 
himself of the utility or otherwise of engineer officers 
“representing their case " or ** putting forward their points” 
to such despotic potentates. 

The deficit, the deputation, the dearth of entries at Key- 
ham, and the growing discontent among engineer officers, 
have combined to force the Admiralty to consider the possi- 
bility of a rearrangement of the duties of deck officers and 
of engineer officers respectively. "Their proposition is, that 
gunnery lieutenants are to be responsible for all gun mount- 
ings as well as for hydraulic fittings and connections with 
the guns, and for all hydraulically-worked machines at pre- 
Sent used for serving the guns, but not for the pumping 
engines. Torpedo lieutenants would have charge of, and 
be responsible for, the care and maintenance of all dynamos, 
electric motors, electric lighting, Whitehead torpedoes and 
discharges. So much for deck officers. Engineer officers, by 
the same proposition, would have charge of all steam- 
driving machinery, and would be responsible for the 
maintenance and supply of water, electricity or air, at the 
required pressures. And when dynamos are coupled to steam 
engines they would be responsible for running them, and for 
the supply of electricity at the proper voltage at the 
terminals. What it comes to is that all these officers, 
gunnery, torpedo, and engineer, are to have in future 
engineering duties; but, according to the proposal of the 
Admiralty, the duties of the engineer officer proper are, in 
effect, to be restricted to within the engine room and boiler 
room bulk-heads. "There is, however, no proposal to 
rationalise, simultaneously, the rank and status of these 
officers; gunnery and torpedo officers are to continue as 
executive (military) unite, and engineer officers are to remain 
classified as “civil” **non-combatante," In other words, 
gunnery and torpedo officers will carry the titles 
*]ieutenant," and so forth, with the concomitant dis- 
tinguished pretentions; while the engineer officers proper, 
whose education, efficiency, patriotism, and pluck, is 
admittedly second to none in either of the Services, will still 
be known as “ Mr.,“ or at best as © Esq.," whereby they are 
constantly to be reminded that they are unappreciated by 
their country and despised by the Admiralty. 

It is to be observed that the tactics followed by the 
Government last year in excluding this question as far as 
possible from discussion in the House, are in a fair way to be 
repeated the Session. The statement of the First Lord 
of the Admiralty explanatory of the Navy Estimates 1902- 
1903, contains not a single word on this matter. He admits 
that the development of the peace administration must be 
on such lines as make for efficient war administration, and 
yet passes over the 40 per cent. deficit in the engineer 
branch in silence, and asks for just enough men and officers 


to form skeleton complements for ships now under construc- 


tion, There are, however, some hopeful passages in his 


statement which we most sincerely trust may be translated as 


indicative of an endeavour on the part of Lord Selborne to 
do the right thing in this matter. He reminds us that as 
oars gave place to sails, so sails have yielded to engines, and 
timber to metal. The training of the seamen should, there- 
fore, he says, “be directed towards a knowledge of the 
structure and machinery of а modern man-of-war, and 
towards capacity and handiness to deal with and repair it." 
If this is true for the men it is trne for the officers, and for 
the Admiralty Board itself, and it implies that the educa- 
tion and training of all in this class must be revised so as to 
include a sound knowledge of engineering. 

When, however, we turn to that part of the statement in 
which he sets forth the new scheme of training that is to 
render gunnery and torpedo officers capable of taking over 
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the engineering duties, to which reference is made above, it 
is not clear that they are to receive an adequate mechanical 
training. We note with satisfaction that more time is to be 
given to the study of electricity and its practical application, 
but we should like to feel assured that the course of instruc- 
tion of these men, to whom, prospectively, is to be given the 
care of a large proportion of machinery, will include also a 
thorough grounding in machine construction, steam, and 
hydraulics. 

To the present writer the weakness of the scheme seems 
to lie in the invidious distinction drawn by the Admiralty 
‘between the gunnery and torpedo branches and the engineer 
branch. Quis separabit? On the other hand, it must be 
admitted that to the American system of unification of these 
branches there are grave objections. For several years past 
the writer has studied this matter, and has suggested an 
alternative to meet the case. Briefly, the suggestion is to 
found a Royal Naval University, a central institution, which 
could, if necessary, have auxiliary colleges situated in the 
Colonies or elsewhere, preferably at the dockyards. The 
new R.N. College at Dartmouth could easily be adapted 
to the purpose. Into this university all prospective 
gunnery, torpedo, and engineer officers would be admitted 
by common entry, and the successful candidates would 
for, say, the first two or three years, take their 
engineering course in common, either ashore ог 
afloat. This would have the advantage of economy in 
professoriates, it would ensure the benefits of camaraderie to 
the cadets, with parallelism of rank, and would engender a 
much-needed spirit of healthy competition amongst them. 
At the end of the second or third year a process of 
differentiation would have to begin, for it is impossible to 
ensure efficiency in working modern mechanism without 
realising that perfection depends upon the efforts of 
specialists. This process, the object of which would be to 
train prospective specialists for torpedo work, gunnery, and 
the like, could take the form of judicious selection by 
examination from amongst the second or third year men, 
moderated as far as possible by the natural aptitude and 
inclination of the cadets, so that as regards the mechanism of 
the ship they would learn something of everything, and 
everything of something. Ata pinch, in action, each could 
thus take the other's place effectively, if not so well. It is, 
of course, obvious that the studies could not all be taken at 
Dartmouth, but that could be the central Royal Naval 
University, the alma mater of the mechanician officers of 
the fleet, with branches at the dockyard at, say, Devonport 
and Whale Island. The writer is confident that such an 
organisation, while settling once for all the differences of 
rank, would ensure honour and popularity to the engineer 
branch of our Navy, so that there would be no lack of 
applicants for commissions in that branch, and the Admiralty 
would be spared the ignominious task of advertising for 
them. . 
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DESIGNING OF CONTINUOUS CURRENT 
DYNAMOS. 


Dy AUBREY CLAYTON, Designer of Continuous 
Current Machinery to Elektriska Aktiebolaget Magnet, Sweden. 


I HAVE followed with considerable interest the papers read 
at the Glasgow Congress and the discussion resulting there- 
from. I cannot, however, agree with Mr. Rankin Kennedy, 
when he says in the issue of the ErkcrRIcAL REVIEw for 
November 20th, that the subject of commutation has been 
thoroughly thrashed out years avo. On the contrary, the 
problem is yet with us, and a glimpse into the test room of 
the best and most prominent firms, showing the number of 
failures that occur in this line, would convince anyone of the 
fact; hence, any light that can be thrown on the subject, 
especially by men of such practical experience as Mr. 
Hobart and Mr. Mavor, must naturally be welcome. 


Referring to Mr. Kennedy's rule that the гайо 2 should 


not be Jess than 18,000 to 1 as expressed in C.G.S. units, I 
cannot see any meaning or value in it whater. Had c been 


multiplied by the amperes in winding, giving a rafio of 
armature ampere-turns, per pair of poles or per pole, to flux, 
it would have some interest and value, which if not directly 
bearing on the sparking question has at least something to 
do with the regulative qualities of the machine. The 
strength of armature reaction cannot be expressed by the 
mere turns on the armature, for if one has a coil of 10 turns 
with 100 amperes flowing in it, the magnetic result will be the 
same ав with 100 turns, and 10 amperes, yet Mr. Kennedy’s 
rule would show a 10 to 1 difference. 

To illustrate my meaning, take, for example, a 4-pole 
machine of 110 volts, 5 H.P. and 1,200 r.p.m. The arma- 
ture of such a machine has 320 total turns, or = Е 80 
turns between the centre of two poles = с. The total flux, 
B, for one pair of poles is 900,000 C.G.S. lines, hence 

ratio 2 = 0 = 11,200 to 1. 

Now, if the same armature be wound for 500 volts, 

employing 1,600 turns on the armature and having the same 


speed and flux, с will be BOOI z 400. 


4 
R, as before, = 900,000. 
„ B= 900,000 Z 2,240 to 1. 
C 400 


Had an expression of armature ampere-turns been used in 
the above the ratio would have been the same in both cases, 
or, more strictly speaking, somewhat greater in the latter 
case, as with the higher voltage a better insulation is. 
required in the slots, and also with many conductors of 
small wire, the space factor of copper to slot becomes less, 
hence resulting that the 500-volt machine must be rated 
somewhat lower, вау, 4 H.P., with as а resultant less amperes in 
the armature conductors. As a further example take 
machine No. 5 from Table XIX. of Mr. Hobart's paper; 
this is а 4-pole 10-Kw. 550-volt machine, running at 980 
r.p.m. It has a two-circuit single-winding with 585 total 
turns on the armature, hence 


585 
4 


= 146 turns per pole = с. 


The total flux, в, per pole is 1,570,000 C.G.S. lines, hence 


ratio В. = 1:970,000 _ 19 750 to 1. 
C 146 

Compare with this machine No. 9 on the same list, a 
4-pole — 30 kW. — 115-volt, running at 600 r.p.m. 
This also has a two-circuit winding with 119 total armature 


119 
turns, or ac 


= 29 per pole, while the flux per pole is 
2,550,000 C.G.S. lines, hence A o 


2,550,000 = 88.000 to 1. 
29 

Had some of the larger machines on the list been com- 
pared with these, there would be an even greater disparity; 
therefore, it will be apparent that any rule taking acoount 
merely of the armature turns to form the basis of a ratio 
between armature and field strengths is valueless, the figure 
so obtained varying as it does between extreme limits 
according to the voltage and size of the machine. 

Most designers have some rule or other to go by, in most 
cases one based on their own experience, which guides them 
in the right proportioning of field strength to armature 
strength. One, which will be found very good, is the ratio 
of the field ampere-turns (per pole) required to drive the 
impressed flux across the air-gap and through the teeth, to 
the ampere-turns per pole at full load on the armature. 

Thus, suppose a machine has 8, 000 amp. -turns per field 
spool, and 5,000 of these are required to drive the resultant 
flux across the air-gap, While 900 are required to overcome 
the reluctance of the teeth; this machine has, say, 60 
turns per pole on its armature in which winding flows а 
current of 100 amps. giving 60 x 100 = 6,000 amp.- 


. В 
ratio —- = 
C 


* These are not hypothetical cases, hundreds of machines have 
been built after this specification and are runniog, and have been 
for years, with perfect success in all parts of the country. 
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turns per pole on the armature. The field amp.-turns for 
gap and teeth divided by armature amp.-turns 

5900 _ , 

6,000 967. 

This, however, and any such rules or constants have, in the 
writer's opinion, absolutely no bearing whatever upon the 
commutating qualities of the machine beyond preventing 
distortion of the field flux by armature reaction, and hence 
keeping the position of the brushes fixed during alteration 
of the load; they, of course, determine the regulative 
qualities of the machine, just as in the case of alternating 
current generators the regulation is dependent on the relative 
strengths of armature and field. It is possible, however, to 
increase the armature strength to such a degree that no 
sparkless position of the brushes can be obtained. Аз is 
well known, a certain amount of counter-impressed flux is 
required to help the current reversal in the coils undergoing 
commutation, and with every movement forward of the 
brushes to endeavour to get this right zone of commutation 
the demagnetising strength of the armature is increased, by 
reason of its better position in respect to the impressed flux, 
and the field so weakened will be further distorted. For 
this reason it is desirable to keep the ratio value of 


Field ampere-turns for gap and teeth 
Armature ampere-turns 


fairly high. If it is desired to have no shifting of the 
brushes it should not be less than 7 in large machines to 1 
in small sizes. Many machines, especially so-called traction 
generators, may be seen running in which the ratio is much 
les than the above, but such machines, although usually 
stated to require no shifting of the brushes, have a position 
for no load and one for full load, this being in most cases 
only known to the station attendants who look after the 
machine. It will be at once apparent from the foregoing 
that no such rule as 1 centimetre gap per 10,000 armature 
ampere-turns is required. To produce the necessary ratio a 
long air-gap with low density may be employed or & short 
one with a high density. The writer, however, believes 
that a short gap with high density is preferable, as in such 
there is less liability of the flux being distorted by reason of 
armature reaction than in the long gap of low density. It 
must not be lost sight of, however, that with a short gap of 
high density and highly magnetised teeth one always runs 
the risk of inducing large eddy currents in the pole faces if, 
as is most, generally the case, the latter be of solid cast-steel 
or even of cast-iron. In small machines the length of air- 
gap is generally determined by these eddy currents when 
the pole face is not laminated, and as the magnetising energy 
required for machines of, say, 5 Kw. down to 1 Kw. comes 
out at approximately 3 to 7 per cent. of the total output of 
the caching, and of this 3 to 7 per cent. at least 2 to 5 per 
cent. is expended in overcoming the air-gap reluctance, con- 
siderable importance attaches to the shortening of it so far 
as is possible. If, however, by shortening the air-gap one 
increases the pole face eddy current losses, it may happen 
that no great gain in efficiency is obtained ; on the contrary, it 
may easily be lowered, for after a certain minimum limit of 
gap has been passed these losses go up very rapidly, whereas 
the gain effected by diminishing the gap is only proportional 
to the amount it is shortened. Reasoning out from this it 
follows that to produce the best machine one must either employ 
laminated pole faces or else use partially closed slots, 
which eliminate these losses to a great extent, but here we 
are met with the difficulty of extra expense in manufacture 
entailed thereby ; on the one hand by extra machine work 
required for the laminated poles, and on the other by the 
extra cost of hand-wound armatures necessitated by having 
partially closed slots against those having former-wound coil 
windings. With solid pole faces and open slots, short gaps 
can be used without incurring trouble from eddy current 
losses, by keeping a comparatively low density in the teeth, 
and having many slots of small breadth instead of a small 
number of broad ones. Thus with teeth measuring 10 to 
19 mm. from centre of one tooth to centre of the next, and 
a density of 15,000 C.G.S. lines per square cm.,a gap of 
2-5 mm. can very well be taken. In large machines it 
is seldom that trouble arises from pole face losses. 

An idea exists in many minds that well saturated teeth are 
а preventative of sparking, on the ground that the reluctance 


-in the teeth is so increased by the high density, that little or 


no further flux due to self-induction of the coils undergoing 
commutation can be created therein. That this is most 
obviously erroneous, is evident, as the position of the coils at 
the instant of commutation is, at no load, midway between 
the pole tips, and at full load only just in that fringe of 
field required to overcome the flux due to reversal of the 
current. The result of having impressed flux in the teeth 
during the period that the coil in the adjacent slot is under- 
going commutaion, is at once apparent in a display of fire- 
works, if the brushes be moved forward under the pole face, 
thus bringing the zone of commutation into an impressed 
field, while the machine is under load. 

That having the teeth highly magnetised does apparently 
help to improve commutation is undoubtedly the case, but 
the reason may be found in that by so doing, one prevents 


distortion of the impressed flux, as previously explained in 


Field amp.-turns for gap and teeth 


Armature amp.-turns 


The mere fact of the teeth themselves being near saturation 
point has nothing to do with the matter, and this can readily 
be proved by taking a machine in which the ratio of field 
amp.-turns for gap alone to armature amp.-turns is high, 
running it as a generator and weakening the field so as to 
bring the voltage down while maintaining the same arma- 
ture ampere output, thus decreasing the tooth densities while 
having the same amount of current to commutate. If the 
ratio of field amp.-turns for gap to armature amp.-turns be 
fairly high, it will be surprising how far one can come down 
on the saturation curve without sparking. 

The cost of a machine for a given output and speed can 
be greatly reduced by using a high strength of armature as 
compared with field, and hence the utmost importance 
attaches to being able to just use the maximum without 
incurring any risk of bad commutation. It is all very well 
to speak of putting enough stuff in, but in these days of 
keen competition the maker, who endeavours to keep up the 
quality of his machines by an indiscriminate liberality in 
the use of material, will find himself badly left. As an 
example of what can be done by judicious designing may 
be mentioned the case of a machine, the specification of 
which the writer went into and revised on the lines of 
having the maximum permissible armature strength as set 
forth herewith, the only alterations made being an increase 
of the armature diameter and a shortening of the poles 
(the machine was of multipolar type). The result was that 
with the same amount of material the machine built after 
the revised specification gave 20 per cent. more output, ran 
cooler and had 2°5 per cent. higher efficiency than before, 
while the commutation was perfect. This example is the 
more striking as the original was a well designed modern 
machine and quite up to date, having been designed and 
built in 1901. 


ELECTRICAL COMPANIES AND RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR ACCIDENTS. 


[By Оов LEGAL CONTBIBUTOR.] 


THE recent disastrous accidents at Liverpool, in which 
several passengers on an electric railway lost their lives, 
must naturally turn the attention of all who are interested 
in the progress of electricity to the question of the legal 
responsibility for accidents. The loss occasioned to an 
electric railway or tramway company by payment of 
damages to unfortunate sufferers is as nought when com- 
pared to the loss of prestige which follows in the wake of a 
fatal accident. To old-fashioned railway companies, whose 
claim to the public confidence is well established, a collision 
or other catastrophe is but of passing moment; but to 
electric railways, which are hardly out of their “ teens,” 
permanent injury and disaster may follow. 

To the engineer, however, must be left the task of so con- 
structing his railway or tramway that accidents cannot 
occur ; it is the part of the lawyer to point out the extent of 
the company’s liability for the more immediate consequences 
of an accident. 
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A short survey of the law relating to the legal liability of 


electric railway, tramway, and lighting companies for the 
different kinds of accidents which may from time to time 
occur, may, therefore, be found useful, As the application 
of electricity for commercial purposes is of comparatively 
recent date, it is not possible to cite a host of authorities 
from the law reporte. Nevertheless, the more important 
cases which have arisen in the past 20 years have generally 
been dealt with in the columns of the Review, while the 
principles applicable in such cases can be dedaced from a 
consideration of the bitter experiences of railway, horse 
tramway, and gas companies. | 
With regard to electric railways, their position is very 
similar to that of an ordinary railway. Subject to the 
provisions of the private Act under which they work, they 
can be held liable in damages to the persons who are injured 
in any accident which arises through the default or neglect 
of any of the company’s sérvants. Negligence on the part 
of a signalman or of a platelayer may, therefore, involve a 
serious loss to the company. It is obvious, however, that 
Ше tube railways, which already confer such a boon upon 
Londoners, are free from many of the sources of danger which 
involve risk to passengers above ground. Platforms of the 
same level as the carriage floor, the maintenance of traffic on 
the loop system, the presence of a careful official at every 
door and elevator, reduce the element of danger to a 
minimum, The stoppage of a train in the tube, however, 
and the consequent necessity of conducting passengers 
through a dark passage between live conductors may ex- 
them to imminent risk. In such circumstances it is 
probable that the company would be held responsible for all 
injuries and damages which might ensue. 
Tramway companies next demand attention. Owing to 
the fact that the most important part of their business is 
carried on in crowded thoroughfares, these bodies are con- 


tinually exposed to risk of accidents which may involve pay- - 


ment of heavy damages. In what are commonly known as 
* running-down " cases the ordinary rule of law, which bids 
the Court to have regard to the contributory negligence of the 
party injured, may sometimes serve to protect the company. 
The liability of tramway companies for accidents 
occasioned during the construction and working of their 
system is clearly enunciated in Sec. 55 of the Tramways Act, 
1870, which provides that the promoters or lessees, as the 
case may be, shall be answerable for all accidents, damages, 
and injuries happening through their acts or defaults, or 


through the act or default of any person in their employ- 


ment by reason or in consequence of any of their works or 
carriages, and shall save harmless all road and other 
authorities, companies, or bodies, collectively and individu- 
ally, and their officers and servants from all damages and 
costs in respect of such accidents, damages and injuries. 

Tais section is incorporated with every private tramway 
Act, and although it forms part of a statute which was 
passed when electric trams were not thought of, its provi- 
sions extend to such companies. 

It is obvious that *short-circuits " from the trolley wire 
are a fruitful source of accidents, but if it can be shown 
that the short-circuit was caused by the wire of a telephone 
company falling across the trolley wire, the tramway com- 
pany are not liable. In Bedworth & Son v. the National 
Telephone Company * an action was brought against the com- 
pany for the price of a horse killed by an electric shock. It 
appeared that a broken telephone wire which fell upon the 
horse short-circuited a trolley wire belonging to the South 
Staffordshire Tramway Company, who were joined as defen- 
dants to the action. The County Court Judge held that 
the telephone company were guilty of a trespass in allow- 
ing their wire to touch that of the tramway company, and 
held them responsible in damages. 

Reference to the American Law Reports furnishes a 
number of cases in which the liability of electric tram- 
way companies for street accidents has been considered. 
Thus it was decided that a street railway company was not 
chargeable with negligence where its car was in perfect 
order and condition, suitably equipped, and operated with 
the use of proper signals, at a lawful rate of speed, by a 
motorman who kept a sharp look out, but was unable to 


* The ELECTRICAL Review, February 25th, 1898, р 601. 


stop the car in time to prevent a collision with the vehicle 
of one who suddenly drove upon the track [Cawley +. La 
Crosse, City К. Co., 77 N.W. 179, 101 Wis. 145]. The 
principle here laid down would probably be adopted in our 
own Courts, due regard being had to the fact that, short of 
stopping altogether, the motorman " has no way of avoid- 
ing a collision. The driver of a vehicle, on the other hand, 
can effect a lateral escape from a collision. How far the 
tramway company has a “paramount” right to use the 
space between the tracks has not been decided in this 
country. In America, however, there is authority for saying 
that a driver may drive his carriage in the street car tracks 
if he takes due care to avoid an undue interference with the 
superior rights of the company, and to avoid a collision, and 
while so driving is entitled to protection against such a 
negligent operation of street cars as will inevitably lead to 
his injury [North Chicago Street R. Co. v. Zeigir, 78 Ill. 
App. 463]; and in the case of Goldrick v. Union R. Co. 
[37 Atl. 635], it was decided that a street-railway company 
owes tothose travelling inthe streets theduty of exercising due 
care in the operation of its cars not to injure them, notwith- 
standing its paramount right to the space between the tracks. 

The laying or repairing of a tramway track involves the 
uprooting of streete. When operations of this kind are 
being carried on, it is necessary for the company to fence off 
such parte of the road as are under treatment, and to pro- 
vide such lamps, &c., at night time as are necessary to pre- 
vent any risk of danger to those who are using the roadway. 
Provisions to this effect are inserted in every statute under 
which a tramway commences its undertaking ; and even in 
the absence of any clause providing that they shall be liable, 
an Act of Parliament confers no implied right upon the 
company to create a nuisance or carry out their works in 
such a manner as to be a source of danger to the public. 
Moreover, the company cannot escape responsibility by 
entrusting the performance of such works to a contractor. 

Fortunately for those who use the highways in this 
country where electric tramways are ia operation, the 
strength and stability of the poles in use is such that the 
risk of their falling and causing disaster is very small indeed. 
It is not necessary, therefore, to deal with the consequences 
of their accidental fall. 

As manufacturers of a “commodity "—if electricity cau 
be properly so called—which may escape and do damage to 
lives and property, tramway companies (and the same 
observation applies to electric lighting companies) are exposed 
to common law risks. 

On the well-known legal principle that applies to a man 
who brings a dangerous commodity on to his own land or 
otherwise deals with anything which in escaping may cause 
damage to other persons, such companies may be held liable 
for injuries occasioned to a telephone company by the passage 
of powerful currents along cables in the neighbourhood of 
telephone wires, and the consequent disturbance of the tele- 
phone system. This point was decided in the National 
Telephone Company v. Baker, where it was alleged and 
proved by the plaintiffs that their telephone system in 
Leeds had been seriously interfered with by induced 
currents from neighbouring cables.” Owing to the insertion 
of protecting clauses in recent private Acts and provisional 
orders there is now very little danger of future trouble from 
this source ; but, as we have pointed out, the right to com- 
pensation depends not upon the existence of a protective: 
clause, but upon an early principle of the common law. 

With regard to electric lighting companies, the conditions 
under which their business is carried on render them 
even less exposed to actions for damages than the two classes 
above considered. Once their mains are successfally laid, 
and interference with the streets is no longer necessary, their 
liabilities to the public, as represented by their consumers, 
become for the most part contractual. Cases have arisen, 
however, in which the undue exercise of powers, or the faulty 
execution of the work which they are authorised to carry out, 
has given rise to actions for damages. 

As to the relationship of company and consumer, it is 
obvious that damage caused by a fire started by а short- 
circuit on the consumer's premises may be laid to the com- 
pany's account, if it be shown that the short-circuit in 


* Nevertheless, the plaintiffs were non- suited. Eys. 
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question was occasioned by the want of a fuse for the 
insertion of which the company were responsible. Negli- 
gence of the company's workmen in and about the consumer's 
premises may also mulct the company in damages. 

Accidents are sometimes caused by explosion of gas in 
street boxes, and the attempt is made to prove that 
ignition was due to sparking from electric cables. We are 
not aware of any case in which an electric company has been 
fixed with liability inthis way. In a case which was heard 
by Mr. Justice Day and a special jury at the Bristol Assizes, 
on February 27th, 1901, an action was brought to recover 
damages for injury caused by an explosion of gas. The 
accident took place at a spot where, in 1899, an electric 
tramway company had opened up the road for the purpose 
of laying an electric cable. "The jury found a verdict for the 
plaintiff, with damages £200, but the question of the 
tramway company's liability does not seem to have been dis- 
cussed, although it was proved that at the time when the 
works were in progress, there was a strong smell of gas in 
the trenches. 

Seeing that the primary cause of any such disaster is the 
escape of gas, it is not likely that an electric supply company 
would ever be held entirely to blame for injuries caused by 
an explosion. 

With regard to damage caused by the’ electrolytic action 
of escaping currents on neighbouring gas and water pipes, 
this is now generally provided forin the provisional order under 
which the lighting company carry out their undertaking. 
By a clause, which is common form in all such orders, the 
company is made liable to all gas and water companies in 
respect, of all damages which can be proved to have arisen 
from this source. 

With respect to overhead wires which are used in some 
districts for the purpose of transmitting currents at high 
pressure, the precautions usually taken prevent any risk of 
accident. It is to be observed, however, that such wires can 
only be suspended over private property with the consent of 
the owner of that property, and it is probable tbat the 
agreement made between the company and the land owner 
will provide for the consequences of such accident. Electric 
cables can only be suspended above ground in accordance 
with the rules and regulations laid down by the Board of 
Trade, and where electricity is supplied under a provisional 
order, and the mains pass over roads and strcets, the consent 
of the local authority must be first had aud obtained. If, 
however, the cables are erected by a company supplying elec- 
tricity on their own account without a provisional order, 
mains which are high enough not to interfere with the traffic 
can apparently be stretched across roads and highways out- 
side the County of London, without the consent of the high- 
way or other local authority. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Technical Terminology. 


When any doubt arises about the meaning of & word or 
symbol, the inventor’s meaning should be referred to, and if 
the terminology has not appreciably changed in the interval, 
the inventor's meaning should beretained. Honour to whom 
honour is due! In the paper read by Mr. W. M. Mordey 
before the Institution of Electrica! Engineers on May 23rd, 
1889, the following passage occurs :— 


Рквїорїсїтү. 


Some confusion is caused by the various ways in which rates of 
alternation are expressed, it being often quite uncertain whether 
periods or half-periods are referred to when “alternations” or 
“ reversals are spoken of. This confusion should be avoided by 
using the term period,“ which has, I thiak, always been taken as 
expressing the complete cycle, or the changes undergone by asimple 
rectangle or elementary armature rotated from zero through a com- 
plete revolution in a simple magnetic field. To save confusion, I 
always write it thus ~ ; and I would suggest that this siga be used 
unless a better one be forthcoming, and that we agree to speak of 
periods, instead of alternations ог r. versals, and of [eriodicity 
iustead of frequency or rates of alternation or reversal. 


Since that date compositors have been accustomed to 
whittle down &s if they have not got a ready made ~ in 
their fount. Mr. Mordey did not expressly state that ~ 
means ** periods per second," but it is quite clear from the 
context that he so uses it. 

There is something to be said for “ frequency " as being a 
less pedantic word than “ periodicity,” but the pair of words 
„period and “periodicity” go excellently together, and 
avoid the confusion of the expressions frequency and 
“ cycles" І doubt whether “ frequency " is longer estab- 
lished than “ periodicity.” 

I do not think that the writer of the article is right in 
putting juice as a synonym for “ P. D., or pressure, &c. ; 
it is generally used for current, and is a delightfully modern 
adaptation of ‘electric fluid." 

X. Y. Z. 


[Seeing that Mr. Mordey's intention was the same as our 
own—namely, to secure uniformity—we are pleased that he 
should receive due credit, where an improvement has 
resulted, but we would willingly have spared him the asso- 
ciation of his name with that unfortunate and obsolescent 
symbol. We cannot quite agree with our correspondent, 
that the context shows the original meaning to have been 
periods per second " ; it appears to us that the sign ~ was 
latended to graphically represent a ‘complete cycle," includ- 
Ing a positive wave and a negative wave. In the paper 
referred to, however, Mr. Mordey uses the symbol indifferently 
for “ periods” and for“ periods per second”! Again, we fail to 
find confusion in the expressions “ frequency " and “ cycles." 
As for “ juice,” we must confess to but a limited acquaint- 
ance with American slang, and it is well known that a /// le 
knowledge is dangerous. But suppose, for example, an 
American electrician were connecting up an electrostatic 
voltmeter or testing a cable; would he not call upon his 
assistant to switch on the “juice,” or juice,“ 
although no current could or would flow? We are reminded, 
in this connection, of the British term “ fluence,” which has 
а very static flavour, and is used in a similar way. 

Our grievances were not exhausted in our article last 
week; we had not expressed our preference for “ polyphase ” 
in place of the hybrid “multiphase”; for ‘stationary 
transformer " in place of “static transformer“; for © direct“ 
vie “continuous”? current; and во on.— Ebs. Erec. Rev. | 


Fault Finding. 


I notice in your issue of the 7th inst. a letter by Mains," 
criticising a letter by me in your issue of 24th ult. I shall 
be pleased if he will explain how to locate a fault within a 
few yards by testiag a long length of cable with an ohm- 
meter. In the breakdown criticised an ohm-meter and 
generator were used when the cut-and-try method was 
started at service boxes to find the faulty length, but I have 
known mains, which have had an insulation resistance of 
over a megohm when tested this way, to break down.under a 
pressure test of less than their working voltage. 

Faults have occurred in consumers' premises often enough 
to make it worth our while to send mea round to examine 
disconnecting gear, &c., and, as a rule, it saves time to dis- 
connect consumers' transformers instead of disconnecting the 
outer from earth at the works, or the split fittings on outer 
in boxes, with the possibility of finding the fault between 
inner and outer only, and not to earth. The telephone 
method would probably be the best to locate a dead short 
to earth, but there are difficulties in testing this way with a 
faulty main which only breaks down under pressure. It 
would be very interesting to have the methods adopted in 
various towns for locating faults published, in your paper, 
but I think the **cut-and-try " method (at joint boxes, if 
possible, replacing the short faulty piece when found) is 
very generally used. 

Station Engineer. 


The Economy of Isolated Electric Plants. 

In view of your article on the above subject in your 
current issue, it may interest you to have the working 
results of « London installation, of which I have had charge 
for some years, 
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The plant consists of three Babcock & Wilcox boilers, 
supplying steam to three Willans direct coupled sets, and one 
horizontal engine, driving dynamo by belt. Total, 450. I. H. p. 
The plant supplies current for lighting only. 

No accumulator battery is employed. Three engines being 
run on load, and the fourth kept as stand-by. 


The plant runs on an average 10 hours per day during 


9 months of the year, and 14 hours per day during the 
three winter months. 

The following is a copy of my analysis of costs for the 
last three years :— 


1898. 1899. 
Capacity of plant installed ... 75 Kw. 140 Kw. 
Maximum load observed 50 Kw. a 90 KW. 
Total electricity generated .. 84,564 units . 131,8:6 units. 
Per 5 Per 
Cost. 1893, unit. 1899. unit. 
£ s. d. d. £ s d. d. 
Coal and other fuel. 346 16 0... 98... 526 15 60... 95 
Oil, waste, water and 
stores : 85 3 5... 24 . 178 18 3 . 32 
General repairs and 


renewals ... és 135 10 7... 24 
Wages chargeable to 


50 15 0... ‘14... 
generating costs ... 0 


69... 308 15 0... 56 


1,149 18 10... 2°07 


244 0 


726 14 5... 2°06 ... 


Works cost... 


Depreciation ... .. 210 5 0... 59... 293 11 0... 53 
Rental value of engine 


and boiler house ... 100 0 0... 18 


£1,543 9 10... 2°78 


75 0 о... 21... 


Total costs £1,011 19 5... 2°85 
ANALYSIS OF Cosrs, 1900. 


Capacity of plantinstalled ... 
Maximum load observed А 
Total electricity generated ... 


215 Kw. 
.. 137 Kw. 
154,002 units. 


р 
Cost. 1900. unit. 

£ s. d. d. 
Coal and other fuel 882 P 745 3 0 . 115 
Oil, waste, water and stores ... cas 199 2 3h... 41 
General repairs and renewals.. is 77 7 7 10 
Wages chargeable to generating costs 376 14 6 .. 58 
Works cost 1,405 13 4] .. 224 


344 1 6 .. 53 


Depreciation 
115 0 0 .. 11 


Rental valueof e eine and boiler house 


Total costs . £1,864 14 104 ... 288 


The saving in comparison with taking the same current 
from the supply mains for the above years, was as follows :— 
1898 = £740 2s. 3d., 1899 = £1,202 19s. 9d., 1900 = 
£1,343 12s. 74d. 

The Supply Company's charge was 5d. per unit. It 
wil be noticed that these figures agree in a remarkable 
manner with those of the American plant quoted in your 


article. 
W. Newton Dumaresq, 
Chief Engineer, Derry § Toms, Kensington, W. 


Improved Testing Tank. 


In the letter which appeared in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW for 
February 7th, 1902, it is stated that it was not contended that 
with Mr. Lindley’s device the normal conditions could be ob- 
tained at the time of starting up the generator. If this is so, then I 
claim an advantage over his tank, because, as stated in my 
last letter, in my case the temperature of the electrolyte is 
practically the same at the finish as at the start under any 
load, since it only requires more water passing through the 
tank when running a larger dynamo; therefore it is not 
necessary to wait for the temperature constant, and by having 
a scale marked on the screw showing the distance required 
apart of the electrodes, for any given load, I do not see any 
reason why this could not be set at the commencing of the 
run. 

Your writer must know that when starting up a new 
engine and dynamo on trial, there is a possibility of a 
stoppage, and should he have to shut down for a time, say 
half an hour or more, during this time of stoppage the 
temperature will be rapidly falling, so that by the time he is 
ready to start up avain he will find the load has considerably 
altered, therefore he must run then on a part load for some 
time, waiting for the tempcrature to come up to the last 


temperature readings, or again go through the trouble of 
bringing the electrodes together, and after a short space of 
time, commence to open them apart, until the required load 
i8 once more set, which is a waste of time compared with my 
arrangement, in which the temperature of the electrolyte is 
always down to its normal state, either during a run or 
stoppage. 

With regard to the amount of water passing through the 
tank, those figures given are only in the case of running a 
very ‘large dynamo, and as a vast quantity of energy has to 
be dissipated, it is absurd to attempt to show that he could 
deal with this amount of energy, and keep the temperature 
down, without an equivalent amount of water. But why 
should this be considered waste, since it was shown that the 
water was drawn from some source, say the condenser well, 
and after passing through the tank it ran back into the well 
again, therefore incurring practically no waste. 

As to the half-hour longer run, I imagined that the 143° F. 
rise was a gradual one from the commencement to the finish 
of the run, hence my conclusion ; but your writer states this 
was not so. The great increase of temperature was during 
the first 20 minutes’ run, even with the cooling apparatus at 
work. Then I can only say that it shows what a very feeble 
effect it has on the rising temperature, and it also shows that 
the temperature constant is fixed, not by the cooling device, 
but the amount of radiation which takes place after the 
temperature rise. 

Dealing with the latter part of his letter, in which he 
says that I am discreetly silent upon the sloppy state outside 
the tank, I can only say that such a state of affairs should 
not be allowed to exist. If the tank is watertight, which it 
should be, then with an overflow twice as large in the bore 
as the feed pipe, also 3 in. below the top of the tank, and 
providing the overflow is clear, there need not be any fear of 
the tank overflowing, and as nothing is put into the tank or 
taken out beyond the water flowing through, why on earth 
should there be anything approaching a sloppy state ? 

One thing cannot be denied, and that is, the nearer you 
can keep the temperature of the electrolyte down to its 


normal state, the better the results all round must be, and 


this can only be done by having a good supply of water, 
which should (I should say) pass into the tank forming the 
electrolyte. 

By so doing, as every one knows, the cold water would go 
to the bottom where the heat is generated, and force the 
warm out through the overflow, then this must have a far 
greater effect in keeping the temperature down with a less 
quantity of water than any device which operates at one end, 
and the heat is generated at the other, besides a waste of 
two-thirds of the tank. 

In the tank that I have mentioned we have run two 
small dynamos with different voltages, both running at the 
same time, and either can be stopped or started without 
affecting the other. I have tested a large number of 
dynamos, alternators and continuous current machines, both 
on the wire resistances and on water resistance, and can 
safely say that water is much better than wire resistances 
for getting a steady load. 

Yrreb, Hlectrician, 
Birmingham. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


OPPOSITION TO PRIVATE BILLS. 


A VERY large number of petitions bave been lodged in the Private 
Bill Oflices of the Houses of Lords and Commons praying to be 
allowed to be heard in opposition to various Bills before the Select 
Committees which will be appointed to consider the measures. The 
Newport and Swansea Corporation are opposing the South Wales 
Electrical lower Distribution Bill; the Brighton Corporation, the 
Brighton and Rottingdean Seashore Railway; and the Middlesex 
County Council and a number of Urban District Councils, the Bill 
of the North Metropolitan Electric Supply Company. There were 
six opponents to the North Metropolitan Tramways Bill, including 
the County Councils of London and Middlesex and the National 
Telephone Company. Five petitions from Urban District Councils 
are deposited against the Middlesex County Council tramways. 
The measure of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Company is 
opposed, amongst others, by the promoters of the Northumberland 
Electric Power, the Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Com- 
pany, aud the Northern Counties Electricity Supply Company. 


Vol. 50. No. 1,265, Fesrvany 21, 1902.] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


297 


The L.C.C. is opposing the London & Tilbury Railway Bill, with 
three other opponents. The Salford Corporation seek to be heard 
against the Manchester and Liverpool Electric Express Bill; and 
the London and North-Western Railway, the Eccles Corporation, 
and the Stretford Urban District Council petition against the Man- 
chester Corporation tramways. Eleven opponents have already 
appeared against the Metropolitan District Railway Bill, including 
the London Electric Supply Corporation, the Kensington and 
Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Company, the promoters of the 
North-East London Railway, and the L.C.C. There are already 
nine opponents of the Metropolitan Railway Bill, amongst them 
being the Middlesex and London County Councils and the Baker 
Street and Waterloo Railway. All the London County Council 
measures will be fought. The Crystal Palace Electric Supply Com- 
pany is in the field against the Council's General Powers Bill; the 
Central London Railway and the Paddington Corporation is 
opposing the Tramways and Subways Bill ; and the Stepney Corpora- 
tion and the Metropolitan Electric Supply Company, the Council’s 
Electric Supply Bill. The Great Eastern Railway will oppose the 
_ Norwich Corporation (Electric Tramway) Bill, and the Southport 
Corporation, with others, seek to appear against the Southport and 


Lytham Tramways. Amongst the opponents to the Cavehill and - 


Whitewell Tramways, is the National Telephone Company; the 
Great Western Railway is against the Cornwall Electric Power Bill; 
the London and North-Western Railway against the Firdington 
Tramways; and the Great Northern oppose the Finchley Improve- 
ment Bill. Already there are eight petitions against the Gloucester 
Electric Power Bill, and nearly 30 against the Kent Electric Power 
Bill in the latter case the opponents include the Chatham, 
Rochester, and District Electric Lighting Company, the Isle of 
Thanet Electric Tram ways, and a large number of corporations and 
other local bodies. Eight petitions are lodged against the Leicester 
and Warwickshire Electric Power Bill including one for the 
Warwickshire County Council Nearly 40 petitions are lodged 
against the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway, most of them 
being from property owners. The North and South Shields Electric 
Railway is opposed by the Tyne Improvement Commissioners, and 
others. The Edgware and Hampstead Railway is opposed by the 
Hampstead Borough Council and the Midland Railway ; the Great 
Northern and City Railway, by the North London Railway ; the 
Great Northern and Strand, by the Borough Councils of West- 
minster and Holborn; and the King's Road Railway, by the 
Metropolitan District Railway, and the Westminster Borough 
Council. There are about 50 petitions against the London United 
Railways, including the County Councils of London and Surrey, 
the Westminster Electric Supply Company, Baker Street and 
Waterloo Railway, the promoters of the Charing Cross and 
Hampstead Railway, the Metropolitan District Railway, and the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway. The Piccadilly and City 
Railway has against it the Metropolitan District Railway, and the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway ; while the Gordon Hotels 
Company is opposing the Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Bill. 
The South Wales Electric Supply Company is opposing the Aber- 
tillery District Council Bill. The Bradford Corporation in their 
Bill have as opponents the Leeds and Pudsey Corporations, some 
Urban District Councils, and the Great Eastern Railway. 
The City and Crystal Palace Railway will be vigorously 
opposed by the City Corporation, the competing railways, the 
City and Brixton Railway, the Midland Railway, and the promoters 
of the North-East London Railway Bill. Twenty-four petitions 
are lodged against the City aud North-East Suburban Railway, in- 
cluding those of the Metropolitan Railway, the Great Eastern 
Railway, the L.C.C., and a number of local bodies. There are 16 
petitious against the Central London Railway, the opponents being 
the Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Light Company, the 
Notting Hill Electric Light Company, the Metropolitan Railway, 
the Metropolitan District Railway, the Brompton and Piccadilly 
Railway, and a number of others. The Charing Cross, Hampstead 
and District Electric Railway has eight opponents, including the 
Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Company. The North-East 
London Railway (No. 2) Bill is being opposed by the promoters of 
the City and North-East Suburban Electric Railway, the Metco- 
politan District Railway, and the Brompton and Piccadilly Rail- 
way. The Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway is opposing the 
Manchester District Telephone Board. The Ceutral London Rail- 
way has a number of opponents, including the Hammersmith 
Borough Council, and the same Council is opposing the Charing 
Cross, Hammersmith and District Electric Railway. А very large 
number of petitions are lodged against the City and North-East 
Suburban Electric Railway (No. 2). 

The Standing Orders Committee has decided to allow Standing 
Orders to be suspended in the case of the West Ham Corporation 
Bill and allow the Bill to proceed. Powers are taken to extend 
the electric lighting and tramways undertakings. 


On 13th inst. Mr. Jeune, the examiner, found that Standing 
Orders had been complied with in the case of the Newcastle-on- 
Tyne Electricity Supply Bill; which gives the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Company various fresh powers. 

On 13th inst. the Donegal Railway Bill and the North Stafford- 
shire Tramways Bill were found to have complied with the Standing 
Orders of the House of Lords. 

The following Bills came before Mr. Jeune on 14th inst. for proof 
of compliance with Standing Orders :— 

Cavehill and Whitewell Tramuaus.—To empower the Cavehill 
and Whitewell Tramways Company to work their tramways by 
electricity, and raise 462,000 additional capital.—Standing Orders 
were found to have been complied with. 

Northumberland Electric Tramiways.—The necessary proofs of 


compliance with Standing Orders were given in the case of this Bill, 
which empowers the Northern Counties Electric Supply Company, 
Limited, to construct tramways from Morpeth to Bedlington, Beb- 
side to Blyth, and Ashington to Newbiggin. | 

Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Company (New Lines and 
Extensions ).—A Bill to empower this company to construct a number 
of new tramways, and to raise £60,000 additional capital.—Stand- 
ing Orders were found not to have been complied with, and the 
Btanding Orders Committee will accordingly have to decide whether 
the Bill shall be allowed to proceed. 


The following Bills came before Mr. Campion on Monday for 
proofs of compliance with Standing Orders of the House of 
Commons :— 

City and Bri.ton Railway.—The Standing Orders were found to 
have been complied with in the case of this railway which 
authorises the company to abandon portions of their authorised 
undertaking, and to enter into agreement with the City and South 
London Railway. 

Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill.—The necessary 
proofs of compliance were forthcoming in this case. The Bill bas 
already been described in the ELECTRICAL Review, the object 
being to repeal certain portions of the company's Act of 1901, pro- 
hibiting the erection of generating stations on land other than that 
described in the schedule. 

Hove, Worthing and District Tramways.—In this Bill it is sought - 
to construct certain new tramways in lieu of the existing tramways, 
and to work the same by electrical energy. Power is also sought to 
construct a number of new tramways. It was found that Standing 
Orders bad not been complied witb, and the Bill will accordingly 
have to go before the Standing Orders Committee, who will decide 
whether it will proceed. 

Electric Lighting (London) Bill.—On Monday the above important 
Bill came before the Examiner. The object of the Bill, which is 
a Government measure, is to provide for the adjustment in accord- 
ance with changes of boundary effected under the London Govern- 
ment Act, 1899, of the area within which the local authorities and 
companies are authorised to supply electricity. Clause 1 provides 
that where by reason of any alteration of boundary under the 
London Government Act any area, being part of the area of supply, 
of a metropolitan borough council has become situate outside the 
borough, that area (except as otherwise provided) shall be from 
January Ist, 1903, transferred to and become the area of supply of 
the borough council in which it has become situated if the council 
is authorised to supply electricity within the borough, or if not 
that of the company authorised, but only if the area of supply of 
the council or company adjoins the transferred area. Clause 2 
enacts that where by reason of any alteration of boundary a part of 
the area of an authorised company, or an area in regard to which 
no order exists becomes situated in a borough for which the local 
authority is the authorised undertaker, then such areas shall become 
part of the area of the council. The section shall not, however, 
apply in the case of an area being part, of the area of supply of а 
company where (a) the area consists of a whole parish or the grerter 
part of a parish; (/) where the company is authorised to supply 
within the boro gh in which the area has become situate or any 
point adjoining the area. The provisions of Clauses 1 and 2 as to 
transfer shall not in the case of any part of an area of supply in 


` which mains or other works suitable to and used for the supply of 


electricity have been laid down or executed before the 186 day of 
January, 1902. The Board of Trade may, if they think it expedient, 
confirm (a) any agreement for the transfer of any part of an area of 
supply of one company to an area of supply of another com- 
pany, made with a view of making the boundaries of metro- 
politan boroughs; and (b) any agreement for the trans- 
fer of an area which would have been во transferred 
under this Act if mains or other works suitable to, and used for, the 
supply of electricity had not been laid down or executed therein 
before January 1st, 1902. Clause 6 gives the Board of Trade power 
to postpone thetransfer of any area if application is made before 
April Ist, 1903, to the effect the council or the company to whom 
the transfer should be made under the Act is unable to give a 
proper supply of electricity within the area. The same clause also 
provides that, when the effect of any transfer is to separate any 
works of an authorised council or company from their area of supply, 
or when it is proved to the satisfaction of the Board of Trade that 
it is convenient that any mains used for the purpose of supply in 
an area of supply of a council or company should continue to be laid 
in a transferred area, the Board of Trade may order the council or 
company to have the same powers as before the transfer with regard 
to the breaking up of streets, &c. All questions arising out of the 
Act with reference to transfers will be settled by the Board of Trade. 
Standing Orders were found to have been complied with. 


LONDON AND BRIGHTON ELECTRIC RaILwayY BILL. 


On Monday Mr. Campion, the Examiner, commenced the con- 
sideration of the London and Brighton Electric Railway Bill, to 
ascertain whether Standing Orders had been complied with. There 
were several memorials alleging non-compliance, the principal 
objectors being the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway. 
The chief allegations of the company were that the promoters had 
omitted certain buildings from the plans, and that other plans were 
incorrect and misleading. It was further alleged that the Brighton 
and South Coast Railway had power to take water from the river Mole, 
and that the promoters had not referenced“ in respect of their 
rights in regard to that river. Another allegation was that the 
statements by the promoters as to a number of houses occupied by 
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the working classes which would be taken in the course of the 
construction of the new line, were incorrect in several particulars. 
The promoters of the Bill were represented by Mr. Tetley, 
Parliamentary agent, and Mr. Cripps, K.C., appeared for the London, 
Brighton and South Coast Railway. 

The inquiry was adjourned. 


On Tuesday the consideration of the Bill was resumed, and the 
examination was again adjourned. 


LEGAL. 


CHARLES BniGHT & Co. 


BerorE Mr. Justice Byrne, on Thursday last week. In this case 
the River Plate Construction Company and Bright's Light and 
Power petitioned for the compulsory winding up of the company.— 
Mr. Greenwood appeared for the company, and asked that the peti- 
tions might stand over for a fortnight. The only person who knew 
the circumstances was Charles Bright, who was now being examined 
before the magistrate at Guildhall. He was instructed to say that 
Mr. Bright had been approached with regard to making an 
affidavit, but they had been unable to get one from him because 
he was in Holloway, and only his solicitor could see him.— 
Mr. Justice Byrne asked for the names of the directors of 
the company.—Mr. Greenwood said they were Mr. Moreno, 
Mr. Rowland Hastings, Senor Rehdor, and two other gentle- 
men, but he was instructed that they had all been comparatively 
recently elected. Mr. Justice Byrne said the petition had 
be en standing over for some time now, and at the end of а fort- 
night counsel for the company might come with the same story.— 
Mr. Greenwood said no harm could possibly be done, bec use there 
was а provisional liquidator.— Mr. McSwinney, in support of the 
petition of the River Plate Construction Company, said that his 
clients were creditors of £he company, which was incorporated in 
November, 1898, with & capital of £200,000, divided into 20,000 
shares of £10 each. He submitted that no defence to the 
petition had been shown.—Mr. Justice Byrne pointed out 
to Mr. Greenwood that he had failed to give evidence to 
support his bare statement that there was a good defence. 
Mr. Greenwood replied the defence seemed to be a judgment debt. 
No doubt it would be the plea either of accord and satisfaction or a 
set off. Might the matter stand over in order that he could get an 
affidavit filed ?—Mr. Justice Byrne said he could not adjourn the 
case. It wasa perfectly clear case.— Mr. Greenwood replied he was 
told that the defence would be that the petitioner owed a larger 
sum to the company than was due to him. A discussion then 
followed as to on which petition the order should be made. Mr. Eve, 
K.C., said it was most important that the winding-up order should 
refer back to the earliest date; Mr. Bright had transferred 6,000 
of his shares to a young lady typewriter in his оћсе, and he (the 
learned counsel) wanted to ask him something about that.—Mr. 
Justice Byrne thought it would be best to make the usual compul- 
Bory order on both petitions, as they appeared to have been adver- 
tised together. Order accordingly. 


CHAS. BRiGHT'S TRUSTEE v. MORENO AND ANOTHER. 


THIS case came before Mr. Justice Buckley in the Chancery 
Division on Saturday and Monday last, an action brought by the 
trustee in Mr. Chas. Bright's bankruptcy for a declaration that 
1,003 fully-paid shares held by the defendant, Mr. Joaquin Fermin 
Moreno, were the property of the bankrupt, and belonged therefore 
to the trustee. His Lordship gave judgment for the plaintiff with 
costs. 


IN re THE MADEIRA ELECTRIC LIGHTING Company, LIMITED. 
HaLiFAX Joint STOCK BANK v. THE COMPANY. 


In the Cbancery Division of the High Court on Tuesday this action 
came before Mr Justice Byrne on a motion for judgment, and Mr. 
Percy Wheeler said he moved for judgment in default of appear- 
ance in the above action, which was one by debenture holders. The 
matter was before his Lordship last month, when a receiver and 
manager was appointed. The plaintiffs were the holders of 211 
out of the 300 debentures, and interest was in arrear. He, there- 
fore, asked for judgment in the common form. Mr. Justice Byrne 
made the order asked for.. 


MEEK, Jones & Co. v. SNEPPEB. 


THIS case was tried on Monday in the Brompton County Court by 
his Honour Judre Stonor. Plaintiffs were electricians, &c., of 
Blackfriars Road, and defendant a hairdresser, of Brompton Road. 
When defendant took the shop he engaged plaintiffs to fit it up with 
electric light and do other work in connection with the basins, &с. 
In addition to work included in an estimate there was a charge of 
£3 12s. 9d. for extra plumbing work. The action was brought in 
the High Court for £24 odd, and was remitted under Order 14 on 
defendant paying £8 10s. into Court with a denial of liability, 
There was a counterclaim for £21. 

ARTHUR JONES, having given evidence, denied in cross- 
examination that the £3 128. 9d. was for work included in the 


' 


estimate, although the price included “all necessary plumbing." 
He employed & proper plumber. He did not know that the plumber 
put his foot through a ceiling. 

SAMUEL PRARo, in plaintiffs employ, said defendant called at 
plaintiffs. Witness saw him. There were to be 10 lights, but it 
was altered to eight 16-candle and one 32.candle light, for £10. 
He said he had an offer for the plumbing, and suggested plaintiffs 
should do it for £4. That was agreed. Then there were enamel 
letters put on the saloon window, the extra plumbing work, &c. As 
to a hole in a water pipe, defendant caused that by knocking a nail 
in it to hang his coat on. 

Several witnesses were called for the plaintiffs. 

DEFENDANT said the charge was to be £9 for nine lights. The 
£3 12s. 9d. work was included in the £4 for plumbing. The whole 
came to £14 10s., and plaintiffs gave him credit for a payment of 
£6. That left £8 10s., the amount paid into Court. The counter- 
claim was for £2 for the hole caused by the plumber putting his 
foot through the ceiling: £2 108. for the holes bored and not 
stopped in another ceiling— bored to find rafters for electric fittings ; 
£4 damage to the wall-paper, caused in connection with a hot- 
water arrangement in the shaving saloon; £1 15s. for each of two 
marble slabs damaged, and damages for loss of business through 
plaintiffs taking so long to do the work that he had to shut at 
5 p.m., as there was no electric light. 

His HoNovR said the claim for damages must go. 

That part of the counterclaim was abandoned. | 

His Honour found plaintiffs were entitled to £8 10s., and gave 
them judgment for that amount. On the counterclaim he found for 
the defendant for £5 10s., with costs. 


WILKINSON v. TER MAYOR AND CORPORATION OF NEWCASTLE-ON- 
TYNE. 


In the Chancery Division on Monday and Tuesday this case came 
on fór hearing before Mr. Justice Joyce. 
Mr. Younger, K.C., and Mr. R. J. Parker appeared for the plain- 
tiffs, and Mr. Hughes, K.C., and Mr. T. Watson for the Corporation. 
Mr. YOUNGER, in opening the case, said the action was brought 


by the plaintiffs, a firm of solicitors in Newcastle-on-Tyne, for an 


injunction to restrain the defendants from permitting a certain 
double line of tramways which they had laid down in alleged con- 
travention of statutory powers comprised in an Act of Parliament 
passed in 1889. The plaintiffs were the owners in fee simple of 
valuable property situate at the corner of Pilgrim Street and 
Moseley Street, Newcastle, the site of which they purchased in 
1898 for £20,000. On this site the plaintiffs built offices, the ground 
floor being occupied by the Norwich Union Fire Office, and the rest 
of the building by other tenants. It was incumbent, said the learned 
counsel, that express notice should be served on the frontagers in 
regard to this tramwa; , which must be not less than 9 ft. 6 in. from 
the pavement. The defendants denied having contravened the Act, 
and traversed the other allegations in the statement of claim, and 
said that the construction of the tram lines was completed before the 
action was commenced. The learned counsel said that if the work 
of the Corporation was to be justified under Sec. 7 of the Act, it 
must be on the ground that it was a junction. He submitted it was 
not a junction. The word “junction” used in the Act of Par- 
liament showed that it meant in cvery case a point of contact 
between two lines. There was one junction expressly pointed out 
оп the deposited plan, and this was a junction in Pilgrim Street, 
to the south of the plaintiffs’ premises. The Court could not 
construe the words works or conveniences” in Sec. 7 of the Act 
so as to extend toa fresh line of tramways. If these tramways 
remained opposite the plaintiffs’ premises, the free access to them 
would be practically cut off so faras carriages were concerned. The 
injury thus caused would be accentuated if the original design of 
the plaintiffsin regard to their property was carried out and the 
premises now occupied by the Norwich Union Fire Office and others 
were converted into shops. Since the action had been commenced 
the plaintiffs bad been served with another frontager’s notice by 
the Corporation, who were now promoting a Bill in Parliament to 
authorise the construction of the tramways they had already made. 
He asked his Lordship to grant the plaintiffs the relief they 
sought. 

Mr. Huaues, for the defence, submitted that the Corporation, in 
applyiog to Parliament, were simply striving to put their rights 
beyond dispute, and that the works complained of were necessary 
апа proper junctions. 

In the result his Lonnsuip, after hearing evidence, gave judgment, 
ordering the Corporation to remove so much of the rails not shown 
on the deposited plans as was within 9 ft. 6 in. of the footway ; but 
he suspended the operation of the injunction over August 31st, and 
gave defendants liberty to apply for an extension of the time. 

In the meantime the defendants undertook not to use the piece of 
the tramway in question. The defendants were also ordered to 
pay the costs of the action. 


Latnc, WHARTON & Down, LIMITED, v. Spiers & Рохр, LIMITED. 


THE case of Laing, Wharton & Down, Limited, v. Spiers & Pond, 
Limited, came before the Court of Appeal, composed of the Master 
of the Rolls and Lord Justice Mathew on Saturday, the 15th inst., 
on appeal of the plaintiffs from an order of Mr. Justice Jelf, in 
chambers, dated January 23rd, 1902, affirming the order of the 
Master on a summons for directions whereby he ordered that the 
action should be stayed and referred, under the terms of the con- 
tract, to the engineer of the defendants, 
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Mr. Spencer Bower appeared as counsel for the appellants, and 
Mr. Montague Lush for the respondents. 

It appeared, from the statement of Mr. Spencer Bower, that the 
action was brought by the plaintiffs, a firm of electrical engineers, 
to recover from the defendants £1,576 3s. ld, the balauce they 
alleged to be due to them under two contracte, one in respect of 
work done in the electric lighting of the Hotel Metropole at Black- 
pool and the other in respect of work done at the Granville Hotel, 
Ramsgate. 

Lord Justice MarHew said he understood that the action was 
stayed by the Master and the judge because of the arbitration clause 
in the contracts. 

Mr. SPENCER Bower said that was Bo, and what he wanted to get 
out of, if he could, was a reference to the engineer of the other 
party. He should ask their Lordships to say that, as there were 
points in dispute under the contract not referred to the defendants’ 
engineer, the whole of the matters must be tried. If there were 
some matters referred to the arbitrator under the contract, and some 
not, there was authority for saying that the Court would not order 
two fighta, but would direct that the whole of the matters in dispute 
should be tried together in the ordinary way. He should ask the 
Court to say that the action should proceed, and then, if necessary, 
be referred to an official referee. The learned counsel went on to 
state that the plaintiff company went into liquidation before the 
work in question was completed, and the defendants alleged that 
the work was not properly done, and called in other contractors to 
complete it. Apart from the question of defective work, there were 
numerous questions with regard to the work and the prices charged 
for it. The defendants bad paid, during the course of the work, 
£800 on account in regard to each of the contracts to the plaiutiffs. 
The learned counsel said that one of the main questions in dispute 
was as to extras or additional work, which he contended was 
not under the arbitration clause referred to the engineer of the 
defendants. The only things referred to that gentleman were dis- 
putes relating to the quality of the workmanship and materials. 

The Малѕтев oF THE ROLLS: Your point is that he is not 
appointed arbitrator to decide whether extras were or were not 
extras ? 

Mr. SPENCER Bower: Yes, that is the whole point. 
anxious that the case should go before an otficial referee. 
ouly consent to that course, but ask for it. 

Mr. Lusg submitted that on the proper construction of the con- 
tracts, the question of extras was referred to the arbitrator, viz., the 
defendants' engineer. 

The MASTER OF ТНВ ROLLS, in giving judgment, said he thought 
it was clear from the terms of the contract that the parties intended 
that all disputes arising under the contracts should be referred to 
the defendants’ engineer, and that the plaiutiffa must submit to his 
jurisdiction. 

Lord Justice MaTHEW concurred, and the appeal was dismissed 
with costs. 


I am most 
I not 


BUCHANAN & CURWEN v. HUGHES. 


In the Westminster (London) County Court, on Wednesday, his 
Honour, Judge Wood fall, bad before him the case of Buchanan and 
Curwen v. Hughes, which was a claim for 20 guineas for plans 
supplied. 

CHARLES CURWEN said he was a member of the plaintiff firm of 
electrical engineers carrying on business at 68, Victoria Street, S.W. 
On April 2nd last he had an interview with the defendant, Mr. 
Hughes, of Whitehall, Crawley, Sussex, in connection with the 
latter'3 intention to have an installation of electric lighting at his 
house. They went over “ Whitehall" together, and witness was 
directed to prepare plans of the electric lighting plant, and also to 
draw up a schedule of the lamps. The plans were made and handed 
over to the defendant. Subsequently, witness was told that another 
firm's estimate had been accepted. Witness asked for the return of 
the plans, and after a time received them. He then found unmis- 
t«kable signs that they had been copied. In the centre of various 
of the circles were pin-holes, which had not been there when the 
plans were delivered over. Having found that the plans had been 
made use of, witness applied to defendant for the money for the 
plans and the other work done. Twenty guineas was a fair and 
reasonable price to charge. 

His Hoxour: Would you have prepared plans like this if you 
bad been instructed only to give a tender for the wiring of the 
house ? 

WirNESS: No, sir; these plans have nothing to do with the 
wiring. I should have prepared a schedule of lamps іп any case. 

Cross- examined, Witness said his firm would have made no charge 
for the plans if their estimate had been accepted. 

ALEXANDER SHaw, who drew up the plans, described the 
method by which those delivered to defendant were prepared. The 
drawing was traced, and photographed by an arc lamp. Thus, on 
the completed plan, which was coloured by hand, there could not be 
any pin-holes at all, except to make a copy. 

DEFENDANT stated that he showed the plans to Mr. Radford, a 
member of another firm competing with the plaintiffs, апа allowed 
him to take the plans away with him, but did not in any way 
authorise him to copy them. 

His Нохосв: You used plaiutiffs' plans to cut their prices down. 

Cross-examined, Witness could not say why he did not reply to 
plaintiffs’ letter, in which they said he had copied the plans. 

His Honmovn: It imputes a mean trick to you. 

After further cross examination, his Hoxovn said: Defendant 
bas admitted that he made use of the plaus by giving them to 
Radford. 

Mr. RaprOoRD said he ultimately obtained the work for his firm. 


They were not consulting engineers, but electrical. He had the 
plan (on linen) made, but he should certainly say that it was not a 
copy of plaintiffs plan. His draughtsman had plaintiffs’ plan 
before him. 

Finally, his Honour gave judgment in favour of the plaintiffs 
for £14 14s, 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WIE ENDING Fes. 19TH, 1901. "инк ENDING Fes. 18тн, 1902. 
Alexandria .. Adelaide 


8 Value E154 : © .. Value £402 
5 Teleg. wire.. .. 145 s Teleg. cable .. e.. 249 
Amsterdam .. x un .. 204 | Amsterdam.. на ig . 88 
Bangkok  .. we .. .. 48 , Auckland es 80 
Boca. Teleg. mat. . 548 Bangkok об 
Bombay yx 135 Bombay . „ 400 
Brisbane  .. 2 is .. 100 ' Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat.. 289 
" Teleph. mat. .. 150 + Calcutta  .. oe M . 400 
Buenos Ayres. 'l'elec. mat.. 300 E Teleg. cable.. . 100 
Teleph mat. .. 250 Cape Town.. vs - . 418 
Calcutta... se aves (02,124 A Flee. cable .. 760 
$5 Teleg. wire .. „ 176 ` » Elec. tramway mat. 955 
Cape Town .. B oe . . 1,410 ^| Carlskrona. Teleg. wire ee 467 
Christchurch bg zs s 17 Cocos. Teleg. apparatus . 241 
Christiania. Teleg. wire .. 133 Hast London we d e 274 
Colombo i ix .. 120 Fremantle. ёа T . 410 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire Es 18 Ghent ә T уз ЕР 10 
Durban "m vu ПА .. 1,891 Gothenburg. Teleg. wire, 192 cwt. — 
Fremantle. Teleph. mat. .. 444 Grenada. Telephones .. © 14 
Flushing . ar 18 Hamburg ts "T vs 27 
Genoa zd ae 885 a 72 Jamaica. Elec. cables .. .. 4,219 
Gibraltar Pa "n - 23 ' Melbourne. Teleg. wire oe 1,750 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... . 676 Monte Video. UN "E 4 
Hong Kong.. sa Là .. 112 Nagasaki .. xs ate T £0 
Launceston.. 28 is .. 100 | Otago.. е КЕ s; 30 
Malta . MET ae vs 16 Para. Teleg. cable 53,000 
Melbourne .. = S . 802 Perth.. ja - iis .. 140 
8 Teleg. cable . . 1,087 Port Said .. 8% be 25 
Nagasaki... A và а 50 | Reval.. ae ix js . 204 
Otazo.. - js .. 204, St. Petersburg ТО 10 
Pireus. Teleg. mat. И 40 0 Teleg. wire .. 100 
Port Elizabeth 9 £x . 175 Shanghai a "x .. 637 
Rotterdam. Teleg. wire T 46 : Bydney es «а a .. 487 
Sandakan .. sa 20 
Sascho. Teleg. cable 1,112 : 
Bhanzhai : кА ix 312 
SI I Zuporre . be zú 90 
Stockholm .. die 85 ку 23-1 
Bydney ane es 1,220 
Syra. Teleg. mat. Че 91 
Wellington .. "s sa - 91 | 
| 
Total s £14,603 | ‘al zu £66,162 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Paris. Elec. mat. Уа!цэ £188 


. Value £250 Fremantle. Elec. mat. 
Perth. Elec. tram mat. . 80 


Total ..  .. £330 | 


— 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— Тһе first meeting and 
public examination in the case of Herbert Cooke, electrical 
engineer, Birmingham, are arranged for February 26th and March 
13th respectively at Birmingham. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations,—At a meeting held 
on 11th inst., in London, it was resolved that the Sussmann Electric 
Miners’ Lamp Company be wound up voluntarily, with Mr. R. W. 
Fea as liquidator. 

Messrs. C. B. King, jun., & E. R. Smith (C. B. King, jun., and 
Co., electrical engineers, Hampstead) have dissolved partnership. 
Mr. Smith will carry on the business under the old style. 


Blackpool.—We understand that Messrs. Rowland Carr 
and Co., electrical iron founders, of Lime Street Square, E.C., have 
sscured the contract for the supply and erectien of an artistic 
covered way and arcade for the Blackpool Gigantic Wheel,” 
Blackpool. The entrance will be lighted and ornamented by 
hundreds of electric incandescent and a large number of arc lamps, 
and will no doubt be a very fiae example showing how a handsome 
cast-iron structure can be made more beautiful by the aid of 
electricity. 

Books Received.—“ Le Mois Scientifique et Industriel,” 
January 25th, No. 5. Paris: 23, Boulevard des Italiens. 2 fr. | 

“ Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution for the Year 
ending June 30th, 1900." Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 
1901. 


Catalogues and Lists. — The new electric heating and 


cooking catalogue of the General Electric Company (1900), Limited, 


has now been issued, and its special feature is the complete manner 
in which the various apparatus is listed and standardised. Of 
course, some of the articles described may be termed luxuries, but 
there are others, such as saucepans, frying pans, fish kettles, hot 
plates and many commonplace kitchen utensile. The G.E.C. electric 
radiators have already been described in these columns, but there 
are several forms for industrial applications, such as ship radiators, 
car heaters, electric irons for domestic and laundry purposes, glue 
pots, sealing-wax heaters and so forth. All of the apparatus detailed 
in the list are of British manufacture. 

The Foster Engineering Company, of Newark, U.S.A., has 
forwarded to us au illustrated catalogue in which are detailed the 
Foster pressure regulator (reducing valve) and other specialities for 
steam, water, gas and air. 
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From Messrs. Reavell & Co., Limited, of Ipswich, we bave 
received a copy of their new catalogue, in which are given notes on 
the design and build of their engine, the economical results and the 
general advantages attending its use. The Reavell engine has quite 
recently been described in the columns of this journal. Amongst 
the recent orders executed or in hand are engines for the following 
town lighting plants :—Heckmondwike, Horsham, Heywood, High 
Barnet, Dartford, Sutton Coldfield, Grays Thurrock, Aston Manor, 
Llandrindod Wells and Gravesend; also for the following 
* Asylums:—Chadwell Heath, Suffolk County, Norfolk County, 
Brookwood, Burnley Union Workhouse, &c. 

Pamphlet No. 118 of the B.T.H. Company gives particulars of 

their various standard field rheostats. 
We have received from Messrs. O. Berend & Co. a copy of their 
No. 26 trade price list of Hartmann & Braun’s portable moving- 
coil instruments, type W. Also irom the same firm tbere has come 
to hand a trade list cf the “Oberon” arc lamps and arc lamp 
accessories. 

Messrs. Monté Callow & Co., of Ludgate Broadway, E.C., are send- 
ing ont lists giving revised prices for ammeters, and describing the 
Perfecta“ motor starters and shunt-field regulators. 


Dia's Patent Safety Gloves.—For some time past the 
St. Helens Cable Company, Limited, has been experimenting with 
a rubber glove which should combine the high insulating qualities 
of pure Para rubber with some material to take the actual wear and 
tear which would otherwise fall upon the rubber, and it is now 
putting on the market what is called Dia's patent safety glove. 
Every one of these gloves is tested with 5,000 volts before leaving 
the works, and has attached to it a brass label bearing the number 
of the test certificate, which is also sent out with the glove. For 
high pressure switchboard work such gloves are absolutely indispen- 
sable, and they might also, with advantage, find a place on all 
electric trams, to be used in casea of emergency. So far as we are 
aware, no other gloves on the market are tested with 5,0СО volts, 
and in a great number of cases they are not electrically tested at all. 
A sample glove has been forwarded to us which we regard as greatly 
superior to any similar article previously brought to cur notice. 
We are assured that it was tested with 8,000 volts alternating cur- 
rent for five minutes without breaking down. 


Dinner.—The first annual dinner of the London Elec- 
trical Contractors’ Association was held at the Hotel Cecil on the 
13th inst, the president, Mr. W. R. Woodward, occupying the 
chair. There were nearly 200 guests, including Prof. rerry and 
Mr. Theodore Beran (President of the U.S. Supply Dealers’ 
Association), and a considerable number of British manufacturers 
were present. After an excellent dinner, followed by the loyal 
toasts, Мг. а. Douglas Bate proposed “ The Association." Pointing 
out that the orders received from contractors form a minority of 
the orders received by manufacturers, he suggested that the 
Association was “asking a lot” in restricting the grant of trade 
discount, and must be prepared to give а quid pro yuo. In reply, 
the President said they were asking nothiug but their rights, which 
they were determined to defend; it was a shame that less than half 
the orders came through contractors, and the sooner this was set 
right the better for all. Replying for The Visitors," proposed by 
Mr. W. W. Strode, Prof. Perry said that the co tractors’ contention 
was founded on common sense. If the object was merely to increase 
their profite, he had no sympathy with them; but if they were 
trying to enable better work to be done, he was with them every 
step. Replying also to this toast, Mr. Theo. Beran paid a high 
tribute to the commercial probity of British tradesmen, which was 
looked upon by his compatriots as the highest among the 
nations. The President and Mr. Oppenheimer paid glowing compli- 
ments to the hon. secretary, Mr. E. J. Hogan, which were 
enthusiastically endorsed by the meeting, and the proccedings 
closed with the toast of “The President," proposed by Mr. Gillard. 
An excellent programme of songs was carried out during the 
evening. : | 


Electrical Fittings Company. — This company, to 
which a reference was made in our Fittings Number on November 
8tb, has now opened its showroom at 38, Conduit Street, New 
Bond Street. This showroom, for electrical fittings only, is 
certainly one of the finest in London, is 110 ft. in length, and is 
specially wired and fitted up for the effective display of all kinds 
of electroliers, pendants, brackete, standards, &c. <A great advan- 
tage isthat the whole is in one range and on the ground floor. The 
company supplies through the trade only, and its undertaking is, 
therefore, calculated to be a great convenience to those who have 
felt the need of an establishment of this kind ceutrally situated in 
the West-end, to which they can send clients to study the effect of 
various styles and materials, and to choose the most suitable for 
their requirements. The manager is Mr. S. B. Marshall, formerly 
of the General Electric Company. 


Electrical Supply Test Question.—Last week Mr. 
Alfred J. Plappert, of Upper North Street, Poplar, жаз summoned, 
at the instance of the Poplar Borough Council, for not paying his 
account due for electric supply. Mr. Young, who appeared in 
support of the summons, said up to June 28th a sum of 8s. 9d. was 
due from the defendant for electric supply. That went on until 
August 8th, when, at the defendant's request, the supply was dis- 
continued. Mr. Plappert: Durivg that time I only used seven 
units. Mr. Young: We were eutitled to charge 13s. 4d. The 
collector, iu the service of the Poplar Board, produced a request 
from the defendant requesting them to supply his house with 
electric energy. For that the charge was 8s. 4d. and 5s. for nire of 
fittings. When the supply was discontinued a proportionate claim 
of Зз. 4d. was made. In answer to the summons, tbe defendant 


was enthusiastically received. 


- Assizes. 


said he had not signed any agreement, and thercfore could not see 
that it was binding. Hisidea was that he should only pay for what 
was used, and 3s. 4d. represented the amount supplied. The 
magistrate ruled that the defendant must pay according to the 
scale. An order would be made for the payment of 12s. 6d. and 
3s. 6d. 


Escher Wyss Turbines.— In spite of the great 
depression of trade on the Continent at the moment, it is interesting 
to note that the firm of Messrs. Escher, Wyss & Co., of Zurich, 
Switzerland, who are represented in the British Empire by Mr. 
Alph. Steiger, of 28, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W., during 
the year 1901 received orders for 170 turbines, developing 
altogether 48,000 в.н р. Mr. Steiger has now in hand several orders 
for turbines for electrical work, one for the electric light installa- 
tion of a town in the West of England, and one of 250 B.H P. for a 
private firm in the North of England. 


The General Electric Company (1900), Limited.— 
The twelfth annual dinner and smoking concert of this company 
were given on Saturday last in the Grand Hall of the Hotel Cecil, 
and a large and distinguished audience assembled. There were 
many ladies present to brighten by their presenze the proceedings 
of the evening, which were lively and cheerful, notwithstanding the 
length of the speeches. The latter were very numerous, and witty 
beyond the usual run of post-prandial speaking, but owing to the 
length of some of them, the smoking concert had not commenced 
at 10 o’clock, the hour at which our representative was obliged to 
leave the festive scene. The directors and heads of departments 
were present in the persons of Messrs, Gustav and Max Byng, 
Messrs. Н. Hirst, Н. Bevis, A. Eckstein, T. Hawkins, M. Railiog, 
and others. "The visitors included many who are well known in the 
electrical profession. 

Mr. Gustav Byng, who, we were pleased to see, looked very well, 
proposed, after dinner, the usual loyal toast, which, needless to say, 
He then proposed “The Army, 
Navy, and Reserve Forces,” coupling the toast with the name of 
Captain Lloyd. By an amusing slip, he alluded to conscription, 
and suggested the formation of what he would call compulsory 
volunteers. Captain Lloyd having responded, afterwards came the 
toast (also from the chairman) of “The Staff.” He recounted the 
fact that the company now employed 5,000 hards, and was 
undoubtedly the largest electrical manufacturing concern in the 
country. 

Mr. Brooker, having been called upon to respond, did so in a 
lengthy, witty, and most interesting speech, commencing by ex- 
pressing the delight of the staff and himself at seeing the head of 
the firm inthe chair once more. He alluded to the confidence of 
the staff in the other members of the board of directors, mentioning 
the name of Mr. Hirst as the company's great diplomatist, causing 
much amutemeut by stating that one of the juniors of the staff had 
been overheard to bet three teas at an A.B.C. sbop that it would be 
found that Mr. Hirst had had a principal hand in the successful 
negotiation of the Anglo-Japanese alliance. He also gracefully 
alluded to the fact that Mr. Eckstein’s reputation in Manchester 
was as great as that of any of the directors in the South. Mr. 
Hirst then proposed The Friends," discoursing merrily on the 
various types of engineers, including the consulting engineers, who 
know everything, there being only their assistants who know 
everything better. 

In proposing the toast of “The Ladies," it was said to be not an 
unmixed blessing to be the wife of an engineer, and that it was 
only right tbat the ladies should have an opportunity once a year 
to see that their husbands were out on business. 

Prof. Perry, in replying for The Visitors," referred to the good 
comradeship which existed in the company, and regretted that an 
impromptu speech from him required at least a week's notice. 

Messrs. Berry, Robt. Hammond and Roger Wallace, K.C., having 
epoken, Mr. Mordey then, in feeling terms, propcsed the good health 
of “The Chairman," to which Mr. G. Byng haviug briefly responded, 
an adjournment was made previous to the commencement of the 
smoking concert, an excellent programme for which bad been 
arranged by Mr. A. E. Izard. During the dinner charming music 
was played by the “ Red Band," and altogether the whole enter- 
tainment was especially varied, good and exceedingly well orga- 
nised, a delightful evening being the result. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Plant.—According to 
returns just issued, the value of the foreign electrical goods and 
apparatus imported into this country during last month, reacbed a 
total of £63,304, as compared with £51,447 in December last, and 
£91,317 in January, 1901. 


North Wales Law Suit.— In the King's Bench Divi- 
sion of the High Court of Justice last wcek Mr. Justice Walton 
delivered judgment in the case of Jones v. the Colwyn Bay Electric 
Power Company, which was heard before him at the last Mold 
The action was brought by Mrs. Hannah J. Jones, pro- 
prietrees of a plumbing business at Colwyn Bay, against the Sheriff 
of Flint and others, who were execution creditors of the Electric 
PowerCompany. ‘The question was whether certain machines were 
tenant’s fixtures, and liable to be sold under a sheritf's order, or 
were part of the freehold, and belonged to the plaintitf as owner. 
The Judge said he had come to the conclusion that the engine was a 
tenant's fixture, and could be removed without causing material 
damage to the premises, and that the sheriff was right in selling it. 
The sheriff only sold enough to satisfy a judgment for £100 and to 
pay bis costs. There would therefore be judgment for the 
defendants, with costs, and he granted an injunction to prevent the 
plaintiff from removing or dealing with the gas engine, &c. 
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‘Plant for Sale.—Manchester Corporation want offers 
for four vertical compound engines and four 250-kw. shunt-wound 
dynamos. See our “Official Notices " this week. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Moores, Farrell and 
Co., of 26, Victoria Street, Manchester, have recently been appointed 
sole agents for the North of England for the Consolidated Telephone 
Construction and Manufacturing Company, Limited. 

Mr. A. B. Child, A. M. I. E. E., has resigned his position as engineer 
and manager to the Galway Electric Company, Limited, to enter into 
partnership with Messrs. J. P. Child & Co., of Woolwich, electrical 
and mechanical engineers and contractors. 

Mr. E. O. Sachs announces that, with a view of obtaining some 
relief on the executive side of his practice, arrangements have been 
made by which he will bave the co-operation of Mr. G. Spencer 
Hoffman, M.A. Mr. Hoffman will practice with Mr. Sachs as his 
junior partner, and the business will be carried on in the names of 
Edwin O. Sachs & Hoffman. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Bristol.— The City Council has adopted the Electrical 
Committee’s report accepting the tender of Messrs. Kemp Bros. to 
wiod and keep in order the clocks controlling electric meters for 
three years, at the rate of 7s. per clock per annum, and has resolved 
that a petition be addressed to the Home Secretary to secure the 
exemption of their electrical undertakings from requirements as 
to periodical lime washing under the Factory &nd Workshop Act 
of 1901. 


Dorchester.—1 he T.C. has decided to employ an engi- 
neer of repute to advise the Council as to the best method and the 
cost of electric lighting. 


Elland.—4A L.G.B. inquiry was held last week into an 
application made by the U.D.C. for sanction to borrow £11,094 for 
the purposes of electric lighting. 


Falkirk.—The T.C. bas agreed to approve generally of 
the machinery recommended by Mr. Burstall, engineer, nud to 
instruct him to prepare the general conditions, specifications, 
schedules, &c., for the electricity works. 


France.—An agreement has been arrived at between the 
Commune of Estaing and M. Boyer, proprietor of the Moulin d'Olt, 
for the utilisation of this site for the construction of a central power 
station for the electric lighting of the commune. 

A project for the lighting of the Place de la Republique, Place de 
la Comedie, and Place des Terreaux, Lyons, has been formulated by 
the Municipal Council; it comprises 70 arc lamps of 10 amperes on 
posts 5 metres high. 

M. de Vilaine, engineer, Paris, has secured the concession of the 
electric lighting of Montebourg. 

For some time past the Gouffre of Райітат has been lighted by 
electricity. The current is supplied by the central power station of 
Carennac, 8 kilometres distant. This station, installed on the 
banks of the Dordogne, from which it obtaius its» motive power, 
comprises two turbines of 60 нр. each, of the Maison Bonnet, 
Toulouse, driving a Brown-Boveri thr. c-phase generator of 120 нр. 
The current, at a pressure of 4,000 volts, supplies, in addition to the 
Gouffre, the town of Gramat and the Communes of Lavargne, 
Théqra, Padirac, Careunac, Bétaille, Vayrac, as well as the St. Denis 
terminus near Martel. Thiers and Alvignac will also be connected 
with the central station at an early date. The system will thus be 
35 kilometres long. "This installation, executed bv the Compagnie 
Electro-Mecanique, Paris, for M. Dunoyer, of Begnzozac, proves that 
the employ ment of currents at high pressure permits of the connec- 
tion with a single generating station of a number of communes, and 
the realisation in this way of an economic installation of considerable 
extent. 


Heckmondwike.—The U.D.C. has adopted a recom- 
mendation that application be made to the L G.B. for sanction to 
borrow £6,500 for the extension: of the electricity works, so as to 
supply the British Electric Traction Company with energy for the 
tramways which they are about to construct in the district. 


Laucaster.—Ald. W. Bell, an ex-mayor, not satisfied at 
receiving a summary of the minutes before the Council meeting, 
telephoned for Mr. Tester, the electrical engineer. He was told to 
call atthe works, but when he did call he found that Mr. Tester was 
out on business, and his assistant declined to part with the speci- 
fications of the machinery required, without his superior's orders. 
The Alderinan waxed warm, and is alleged to have threatened the 
officials. The chairman of the Electricity Committee protested 
against Mr. Alderman Bell's action in threatening the officials, who 
were perfectly right in refusing to haud over documeuts to a 
member of the Council who was not on the Electricity Committee. 
The minutes were adopted by a very large majority. It was 
mentioned tbat by placing the contract for the steam dynamos with 
the British Westinghouse Electric Manufacturing Company, one- 
third of the contract would probably be done by American labour, 
but the Committee could not help themselves. They had paid 


a higher price than they would have for equipment from Conti- 
nental firms. 


Leeds.—It is proposed to light several streets in the 
centre of Leeds—East Parade, Infirmary Street, Park Row, Cook- 
ridge Street, and Woodhouse Laue as far as the end of Blackman 
Lane—by means of electricity from the electric lighting works, 
special standards being erected to carry tbe arc lamps. 


Leicestershire.—Subject tothe interests of the Council with 
regard to its main roads being duly protected, tlie County Council 
has decided not to oppose the Leicestershire and Warwickshire 
Electric Power Bill now before Parliament. 


London.—Srranp.—aA fire broke out on Monday morn- 
ing in the electric wire manhole opposite the Adelphi Theatre. 
Dense volumes of smoke poured out, and a number of fire engines 
were quickly on the spot. The fire, which was due to the explosion 
of a workman's blow-lamp, was soon extinguixbed with sand. 


Perth.—The Corporation electricity works was opened on 


June let, 1901, with nine consumers connected. The total number 


of consumers now connected is 150; total lamps connected 15,688 
8-c P., апа units generated during January, 47,494, showing a very 
rapid growth in the demand, such as must be highly gratifying to 
the Corporation and to Mr. J. Lambert, the burgh electrical 
envineer. 


Plymouth.—The demand is rapidly increasing, and the 
Electricity Committee intends to expend £12,000 on additional 
machinery, mains, &c., during the current year. 


Port Glasgow.—The T.C. last week appointed a com- 
mittee to consider the propriety of introducing electric light into 
the burgh. 


Portugal.— Plant is about to be put down to utilise the 
water power of the River Pateiro, in the Guarda districts, in the 
generation of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes. 


Sheftield.—The Corporation has received the sanction of 
the L. d. B. to a loan of £348,376 for the purpose of the electric 
lighting undertaking. 


Spain.— A company has been formed at Alcala de Henares 
to establish a central electric lighting station in the town. The 
plant to be put down will comprise two 60-H P. Crossley gas 
engines, each connected up to a dynamo. 

Plant is about to be put down to utilise the water power of the 
River Ara, at Toria (province of Huesca), in the generation of elec- 
trical energy for lighting and power purposes. 


South Durham.—Some 12 months ago the South 
Durham Coal Company decided to adopt electrical powcr in con- 
nection with the pumping arrangements of the Eldon Colliery, and 
the installation, which is now nearing completion, will, it is stated, 
be the largest electrical pamping plant in the North of England. 
The plant consists of a compound horizontal engine of 450 H.P., 
with a generator of 250 Kw. capacity at a pressure of 500 volts. 
The generating plant is situated 800 yards distant from where the 
pumping is required, the current being c.rried overhead by con- 
ductors on poles aud taken down the shaft by heavily-armoured 
cables £o two sets of three-throw pumps, each set of pumps deliver- 
iug 500 gallons per minute, or, collectively, 1,000 gallons against a 
hea of 400 ft. 


Sunderland.—In our note under this heading last week 
we unintentionally misquoted Mr. Snell. It seems that the Cor- 
poration electricity department sold 96,000 units in its first year, 
and that the probable output for the current year is estimated at 
24 million units. These figures serve to show the rapid growth 
of the undertaking and the need for extensions to cope with the 
demand. 


Surbiton.—The U.D.C., after nearly three years’ nego- 
tiation, has authorised its clerk to seal an agreement with Messrs. 
Callender, Limited, for the lighting of the district subject to the 
approval of plans and the consent of the B. of T. The scheme is for 
the Council to raise a loan of £50,000, and forthecompany tc carry 


. out the work, pay the interest and instalments, and make over the 


works to the Council after due notice, not earlier than within seven 
years, on the Council paying a «mall premium. The charges for 
energy are to be 7d. and 3d. per unit, on the Brighton system. 
The company.will deposit security to 10 per cent. of the Council's 
outlay. 


Sussex,—Thé County Council has appointed Mr. Albion 
T. Snell, engineer, to act in conjunction with the architect in pre- 
paring specifications and supervising the work of carrying out an 
electric lightiug iustallation at the Asylum. 


Swinton.—4A special meeting of the General Purposes 
Committee of the Swinton and Pendlebury District Council has 
bcen convened to consider a report prepared by Mr. C. H. Wording- 
ham on the question of the Council undertaking an electric lighting 
scheme for the district or receiving electricity in bulk from an out- 
side company. 


Switzerland.—A new central power station has been 
constructed at Sublin principally with a view to supplying current 
to the Bex-Villars-Gryon electric railway, of which the last section 
has just been finished, and upon which trials are now being made. 
The energy is obtained from the Avancon, а torrent which falls 
from the Alps, and of which the supply of water is, thanks to 
numerous tributaries, relatively constant. Fora long time past the 
waters of this river have been utilised in the lower reaches for 
industrial purposcs, principally by the /Salines of Bevieux, who 
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installed a factory of 600 н.р. In 1896 an electric station was con- 
structed on the upper reaches near La Peuffaire, for the lighting of 
the communes of Gryon, Villars, and Chesiéres. Between these 
stations there was a difference of level of about 170 metres, which 
is being utilised by the new power station of Sublin. There are six 
turbines of 400 m.P., running at a speed of 600 revolutions per 
minute. They are of the Escher-Wyss type with horizontal axis, 
and provided with the electric regulator of the same constructors. 
The electric material comprises four three-phase Wellington alter- 
na‘ors and two Thury dynamos, supplying the neighbouring sections 
of the electric railway. The four alternators produce at a speed of 
60) revolutions per minute, three-phase current of 33 amperes at а 
pressure of 5,000 volts and a frequency of 50 cycles per scond. The 
two continuous current generators can supply normally 300 amperes 
at 650 volts. The lighting service is obtained from one of the 
phases of the three-phase current. The sub-stations are equipped 
with transformers for the lighting. The copper supply wires are 
aerial, supported on ordinary insulators. The Bex lighting system 
supplies about 2,050 lamps. The cost of electric energy for lighting 
depends upon the duration of the lightiog, the price varying from 
1 f. to 1°70 f. per candle-year. For motive power the energy 
is sold at 45 f. per annum for 200 watts, 80 f. for 400 watts, aud 
150 f. for. 800 watts. Eleven hours’ supply is allowed daily. 


Willesden.—A recommendation of the Electricity Com- 
mittee to the effect that the Council should advertise with & view to 
obtaining tenders from companies or persons willing to undertake 
the management of the electricity works and the supply of current 
fot a period of years upon the understanding that the Council was 
indemnified against the sinking fund charges on its capital outlay, 
has been defeated in the Council. 


Yarmouth.—The quarterly report of the electric light 
receipts show a profit of £659 after meeting all expenses, and paying 


£850 to interest and capital account. There are now 555 customers 
with 27,804 lamps. 


* 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Ashby, Swadlincote, and Burton,—At the Swadlincote 
Town Hall, on 6th inst., an inquiry, which lasted eight hours, was 
held by Colonel Boughey, R E., C. S. I., and Mr. Henry Allan 
Stewart, as to the expediency of granting the application for an 
order for the proposed Ashby, Swadlincote, and Burton Light 
Railway. Mr. G. W. Wells, assistant manager of the Midland 
Railway, called, expressed the opinion that the tramways would 
have a serious effect on the Midland line, and with а pos- 
sible reduction of £2,000 of the total revenue of £6,000, it 
would mean trains being run at a loss—Mr. Baggalay, address- 
ing the Court, maintained that substantial competition with 
the railway company would be created, and the magnitude 
was such that it came within the section of the Act of 1896, 
апа consequently the scheme was one which it was not in- 
tended should be carried by the Order, but should be reserved for 
Parliament itself to deal with.—Mr. Hutchinson, for the promoters, 
said that thousands of workmen were not carried by the railway 
company, and that it had not been shown that a single penny would 
be extracted from the company's coffers.—Colonel Boughey said the 
Commissioners felt that it would be quite useless for them to send 
an Order to the Board of Trade, because it had been shown that 
there would be a very sensible competition with the existing rail- 
way. They, therefore, rejected ıt on those grounds, but with 
regret, because out of the large number of inquiries they had held 
tbe public need for a line of the kind had never been more clearly 
proved tban it had that day. ' 


Belfast.—At the half-yearly meeting of the Belfast and 
County Down Railway Company last week the chairman, Mr. 
Andrews, said that he thought that at no distant time electricity 
would be found a suitable motor power for trains, but for the 
present the directors would carefully watch and wait. Their loco- 
motive expenses came to 8d. per mile roughly, and even if elec- 
tricity could do that at half price there would be a very small 
saving іп «12-mile run to Bangor. They were not anxious to be 
pioneers in the matter. 


Berlin.—The electric overhead and underground ratlway 
was formally opened on Saturday by a trial trip of the Imperial, 
State, and municipal authorities. Among those who took part in 
it were Herr von Thiclen, Minister of Public Works; Baron von 
Hammerstein, Minister of the Interior; General von Gossler, 
Minister of War; Herr Kraetke, Secretary of State for the Postal 
Department; the directors of the railway company, and repre- 
sentatives of Messrs. Siemens & Halske. 


Blackburn. — At the Town Council on 6th inst. 
Councillor Hamer invited an authoritative statement from the 
Electricity and Tramways Committee respecting the loss of £4,400 
on the tramways undertaking during the past nine months. The 
ratepayers, he considered, were entitled to some explanation. Was 
ita fact, he asked, that some 30 cars were standing idle? If so, what 
was the reason, and why had the Committee given orders for others 
80 long before they were required ? They had to be paid for, and 
the interest for he purchase money, paid out of revenue, bandi- 
capped the Committee in their efforts to make the trams pay. 
Ratepayers who did not use the tramways ought not to be called 
upon to pay for the convenience of the others who did, and either 


the trams ought to be self-supporting or not under the ratepayers at 
all. Answering these and other questions put by several members, 
Alderman Crossley, vice-chairman of the Committee, said he was 
not going to say that the Committee had not made mistakes. The 
initial mistake was in estimating the use that would be made of the 
trams when once they were set going in the town. Every member 
of the Committee and the Council believed they would be largely 
used, and that opinion naturally gave rise to the work of preparation 
which the Committee took in hand to meet the traffic. That esti- 
mate had been falsified, experience showing that the Committee 
had not made that full use of the cars which had been anticipated. 
Another mistake in the initial stage was, to his mind, the lowering 
of the fares. That mistake gave rise to another. It was believed 
that the reduction of fares to 1d. all round would bring a large 
increase of passengers, and to meet that increase a large number of 
additional cars were ordered, for, owing to the long time occupied 
in executing such orders for cars, it was necessary that the Com- 
mittee should look well ahead. The Committee had also to consider 
the probability, as it then appeared, of the tramway system being 
carried through all the various routes in the town, as specified by 
the Act of Parliament, and for which a certain number.of cars 
would, of course, be required. The consultiag enginecrs, he explained, 
did not receive a commission upon all the cars, but only upon 
the first three or four, nor did the consulting engineers advise them 
that that large number of cars would be required The Committec, 
in conjanction with their own engineer, decided that. He believed 
that it would be possible to effect economies in working and to 
increase the revenue also. It was the easiest thing in the world, 
continued Alderman Crossley, referring to various points mentioned, 
to utter complaints and pick holes in the management, but it was 
quite another thing to devise and apply aremedy. It was unfair, 
for example, to compare Blackburn with Manchester, Liverpool, or 
any of those large towns and cities which ran successful tramways. 
There were not many towns such as Blackburn, with its steep and 
continuous gradients and its sudden turns, which all presented diffi- 
culties to the working. Nor could they find in Blackburn, as in 
Manchester or Liverpool, that continuously moviug population con- 
stantly jumping in and out of the tramcars. The Blackburn trams 
were not used throughout the day, and in the very heart of the 
town in mid-afternoons they seldom found more than two or three 
peraons ridiug on the cars, which were mainly used by people going 
to and from business and their meals. The great bulk of the work, 
therefore, was not equally distributed throughout the day, and con- 
sequently exceptional loads had to be provided for. Here came in 
the difference between а municipal and a private tramway system. 
He had no hesitation in saying that if he or the Committee had 
charge of the tramways on their own account they could make them 
pay, because they would put profit-making in the forefront and the 
publie convenience and comfort in the background, whereas the 


Committee had reversed that order of things, and given the public 


the best, the quickest, and most convenient service, besides 
improving the lot of the employés. Then the unfortunate accident 
at Elwood had cost the Committee over £2,000 in compensation, and 
the period covered by the statement included the quarter when the 
reccipts were lightest and the working expenses heaviest. The 
Committee, he assured the Council, in conclusion, was doing its 
duty as well as it could in the circumstances, and was battling 
against many difficulties, of which outsidera had not the slightest 
conception, to the best of their ability. 


Brighton.—The Elm Grove and the Queen's Park routes 
were opened for traffic for the first time on Thursday, the 6th. These 
were the only remaining ones, so the whole systemis being worked at 
present with 26 cars, but more will be added as quickly ns they can 
be finished. The number of passengers carried averages about 
120,000 per week, and the -Committee has considered this a suffi- 
cient number to warrant ordering other 10 cars similar to the 
present ones, to be delivered in time for the summer traffic. 


Carlisle.—4At the annual meeting of the Electric Tram- 
ways Company held at Carlisle last week, it was stated that the 
numbcr of miles covered by the cars last year was 323,044. The 
total expenditure per car-mile was 463d., but the result of the 
year's working bad been a disappointment. The people of Carlisle 
had not supported the tramways to the extent that had been 
expected. The traffic receipts had been 6°23d. per mile, whereas 
they had calculated on receiving 104d., this difference of 4d. per 
mile being equal, on the total mileage, to about £5,000. 


Central London Railway.—The C.L.R. Company, in 
order to minimise the probability of fatal accidents on the line, 
have removed the planking between the centre rail and the line 
next the platforms. A person falling on the line will now, in the 
сазе of the near approach of the train, be able to place himself out 
of danger by dropping into the recess beneath the line. By this 
means it is also probable that attempts at suicide will be frustrated, 
for in the event of a man deliberately throwing himself iu front 
of a train, the chances are in favour of his dropping between the 
rails into the cavity, instead of his remaining upon the metals. 
These measures were adopted in preference to a proposal to place 
a light railing at the edge of the platform. 


Failsworth.—The D.C. is taking steps to obtain the 
sanction of the B. of T. to the borrowing of such moneys as may be 
required for the purchase of the tramways from the Manchester 
Carriage and ‘Tramways Company and their reconstruction for 
electric traction. The D.C. bas also decided to inquire of the 
Electric Power Company, Manchester, with respect to the terms on 
which the company would supply the district with energy. 
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Hendon.—Messrs. Burns & Cripps, engineers to the 


Hampstead, Hendon, and Edgware Railway, recently attended a 
meeting of the Ratepayers’ Association to explain the scheme. It 
was stated that it would start from Heath Street, Hampstead, at a 
junction with the Charing Cross, Euston, and Hampstead line, and 
would run under Hampstead Heath and through Hendon to 
Edgware, near the Great Northern Railway Station. There would 
be stations at Hampstead, Finchley Road, Brent Bridge, Hendon 
(near the Burroughs), Colin Deep Lane, and Edgware. The line would 
be worked electrically,and would run over ground except under Hamp- 
stead Heath, and near the Burroughs, Hendon. The shortest distance 
from the surface of the Heath would be about 86 ft., and the 
greatest 200 ft. As the tunnels under the Heath would be driven 
in London clay, it was difficult to see in what way they would affect 
the surface of the Heath. The generating station would be in 
Colin Deep Lane, Hendon. Powers were sought to enable the 
company to take over the Charing Cross, Euston, and Hampstead 
Railway. if that railway had not been commenced within віх 
months of the passing of the Act, and the powers would be vested 
jointly with the L C.C. Interchange stations would be provided 
with the Metropolitan Railway in the neighbourhood of Euston, 
and with the Central London in Oxford Street. It would probably 
take 35 minutes to travel from Hendon to the Bank, and it was 
proposes to have а 6 to 9-minute service. It was stated that the 

ill had passed Standing Orders, and it was the intention of the 
promoters to further the Billin every possible way. A resolution 
was moved pledging the meeting to support the scheme. 


Lancaster.—On Friday the T.C. authorised contracte 
and other work connected with a new generating station, and the 
construction of certain lines of tramways, amounting in all to 
£28,000. (See “ Contracts Closed.") 


Leigh.—The T.C. last week decided to apply for powers 
to construct tramways in the town, which are estimated to cost 
£60,000. 


Liverpool.— The extensive tramways system of Liverpool 
stood the dense fogs, heavy snow, and hard frost of last week 
admirably. The service was maintained with fair regularity through 
the week. One accident, which was attributed to the slippery state 
of the rails owing to the frost, took place in Eastbourne Street on 
Friday last. This strect crosses the bottom of Fitzclarence Street, 
one of the steepest gradients on the Liverpool system; at the 
bottom thereis a very sharp curve. Shortly before eight o'clock on 
Friday morning, a car going towards the city was descending 
Fitzclarence Street. When near the bottom of the street, the driver 
was unable to control the car, which accordingly left the rails at the 
bottom of the street and continued its way over street and pave- 
ment, striking the lower part of a house with sufficient force to break 
through the outer brick wall and wreck the room within. Fortu- 
nately the passengers in the car were uninjured. Traffic on the 
street was suspended until the car had been drawn back from the 
house and placed again on the rails, a difficult and tedious operation, 
. The inmates of the house escaped without in,ury. 

At the adjourned monthly meeting of the City Council on 
Wednesday of last week, a long discussion took place following a 
motion by Mr. John Japp, that a proposal of the Tramways Com- 
mittee for a certain appropriation of revenue from the tramways be 
referred back for further consideration. In the course of the dis- 
cussion, Mr. Utley urged that an expert's report should be obtained 
as to the depreciation of the tramway plant. In his opinion, the 
tramway track would cost £3,000 per mile for renewal within the 
next 10 years, and the Committee would have to spend something 
like £300,000 on renewing this part of the plant. Aldetman F. 
Smitb, deputy chairman of the Tramways Committee, said that, as 
to the tramway rails, how could their length of life be foretold? 
For instance, at the junction of Paradise Street and Church Street 
4,000 cars passed during a day, whereas, at other points, a car passed 
probably only once in a quarter of an hour. The life of rails could 


only be measured by experience. 


Manchester and Liverpool.— Last week а special 
meeting of proprietors in the Manchester and Liverpool Electric 
Express Hailway Company was held at the company's offices in 
Cornhill. The company is seeking to obtain a further Act of Parlia- 
ment authorising it to deviate the line as it passes through Salford, 
in order to meet the wishes of the Salford Corporation, and the 
meeting was called to pass & formal resolution approving the new 
Bill Mr. Behr, the inventor of the mono-rail, reported that the 
Board of Trade had approved the plans in general. There were still 
some minor details to be settled, but certain modifications which 
the Board of Trade had suggested had been carried out and th 
plans re-submitted.. 


Middlesex.—As a result of mutual discussion by corre- 
spondence, the Middlesex County Council Tramways Bill is being 
separately petitioned against by the local authorities of Brentford, 
Chiswick, Ealing, Edmonton, Hampton, Hampton Wick, Hanwell, 
Heston-Isleworth, Southall-Norwood, Sunbury, Teddiugton, and 
Twickenham. 


Middleton.—The Electricity Committee have had an 
interview with the Manchester Corporation with regard to the 
Middleton and Blackley Tramways. Manchester told the 
Middleton representatives that the reason they bad not gone on 
with the work, was that they could not supply the necessary current 
for some indefinite period. The deputation gave the Manchester 
Corporation to understand that they were prepared to 
supply the current when the Manchester Corporation were prepared to 
construct the tramway. The Middleton T.C. have fixed 


terms on which they will supply energy to Manchester for 
the running of the trams. It has been suggested to the 
B.E.T. Company that an experimental car may be run on 
their lines on March 8th and the 22nd of the same month for the 
supplying of the whole service. Mr. Pauls (electrical engineer) 
was empowered to engage the working staff at the electricity 
station. i 


Neath.—Application has been made to the T.C. to 
transfer the lease held from the Corporation by the British Electric 
Traction Company, Limited, to a new company in course of 
formation to be called the Neath Traction Company, Limited. 


North Metropolitan Tramways.—At the half-yearly 
general meeting held last week of the North Metropolitan Tram- 
ways Company, the chairman referred to the notification received 
from the L.C.C. of its intention to convert the lines to electric 
traction. He thought the overhead system could be carried out 
more easily, and at a much lower cost than the conduit system, and 
he failed to see that its adoption would interfere with the beauty 
of anything in the North of London. Moreover, in many places 
the pipes were only 2 ft. below the surface, and the crown of the 
sewers still less. The Council had to find the capital, and the com- 
pany to pay the interest on it. A Bill was submitted to the meet- 
ing authorising the conversion to the trolley system of the company's 
own lines, with which the L.C.C. has nothing to do. These lines 
will join the new Middlesex light railways, and are of great value. 


Oldham.—For over three weeks work has again been 
stopped through wretched weather. Messrs. Hewitt & Rhodes 
(electrical engineers) have suggested that the Tramways Committee 
should rent an old mill and erect temporary plant so as to enable 
them to run as many cars as possible on the new routes, which will 
be ready in a short time after the weather again becomes favourable 
for commencing operations. Mr. Hewitt considers this course 
would obviate the necessity of waiting for the completion of the 
new electricity station and be inore profitable to the Committee 
and more convenient to the public as the extra energy would allow 
a better service of cars to be run. The Committee are considering 


the matter with the view of carrying out the suggestion. 


Pontypridd.—The D.C. possesses powers to run tram 
lines to Treforest and Calfraydd, and it ів said that the Council is 
likely shortly to apply for a prov. order to run trams through the 
town to the junction of the British Electric Traction Company's 
tramways between the town and park. 


Rochester.—There is a proposal on foot between the 
Chatham Town Council aud the Rochester (the sister town) Cor- 
poration, with a view of joining in a joint tramway scheme, to con- 
nect the outlying part of Chatham with the cathedral city. The 
Chatham Electric Tram Company are just about to open their 
service of trams in the town of Chatham and New Brompton and 
Gillingham. Rochester refused to join in the permission for the 
Chatham Electric Tram Company to extend their rails to the 
ancient city, having some idea of introducing a scheme of their 
own. Now it is thought that the two towns should join hands, and 
make a line from Luton (the east end of Chatham) over the New 
Road into Rochester High Street. The matter was thoroughly dis- 
cussed at the Chatham T.C. meeting, and the matter was referred to: 
the Highways and Works Committee. | 


Southport.—The reduction of the fares to High Park 
from 2d. to 14d. has resulted in the loss of about £5 during the 
month of January. The Committee have decided to double the 
service of trams on this route on Saturday evenings, commencing 
Saturday, 15th. 


West London.—On Thursday in last week a deputation 
from the Chiswick and Acton District Councils, together with 
representatives of some religious bodies, were received at thc 
B. of T. offices byiSir Herbert Jekyll, the deputation protesting 
against the speed and the number of the L.U.T. cars running in 
the districts. On the same occasion the L. U. T. Co. presented u 
petition signed by 50,000 of their passengers approving the com- 
pany's services. Sir Herbert Jekyll said that the Board could not 
interfere unless a special Act were passed. The clerk to the Chis- 
wick U.D.C. having subsequently offered some suggestions, Mr. J. 
Clifton Robinson promised the deputation to do all in his power to 
minimise the inconvenience complained of. The speed of cars had 
already been reduced, and in future gongs should not be sounded on 


Sundays near places of worship. 


The Heston-Isleworth U.D.C. has decided to memorialise the 
B. of T. against the speed and number of the D.U.T. electric cars 
passing through the district. 


Wigan.—The annual meeting of the Wigan and District 
Tramways Company, Limited, was held at Wigan on Tuesday. A 
dividend for the half-year of 10 per cent. was declared. A special 
meeting of the shareholders will be held to consider the offer 
recently made by the Corporation to purchase the tramways undcr- 
taking from the company. 


Windsor.—Colonel G. Е. О. Boughey, R.E., C. S. I., and 


Mr. H. A. Steward, Commissioners, with whom was Viscount Emlyn 
(acting secretary) held a public inquiry at th» Windsor Guildhall 
on Thursday last week, as to the expediency of granting an applica- 
tion which has been made to the Light Railway Commission by the 
Metropolitan District Electric Traction Company for authority to 
construct a light railway between the towns of Windsor and 
Maideuhead. Mr. Littler, K.C., and Mr. Fitzgerald appeared for 
the promoters; Mr. E. H. Lloyd opposed. the application on behalf 
of the Great Western Railway; and Mr. Lewis Coward, К.С 
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objected to the scheme for the London United Tramways, Limited. 
The Maidenhead Corporation opposed upon the ground that they 
intended to construct a tramway of their own. The town clerk of 
Windsor said that his Council supported the construction of the 
tramway. Ultimately the chairman decided that the inquiry should 
be continued at Windsor, and that notice should be given of the day 
selected for its resumption. 


Wolverhampton,—Mr. Henry N. Lea, electrical engi- 
neering expert, of Birmingham, has been chosen to inspect and 
report upon the Lorain system of electric traction in usc on the 
experimental tramline on the Bilston Road. This action bas been 
taken by the Tramways Committee in accordance with a resolution 
passed by the Town Council at its meeting on Monday. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


All-British Cable Scheme.—The large twin-screw 
cable steamer Colonia, built to the order of the Telegraph Con- 
struction and Maintenance Company for the purpose of laying sub- 
marine telegraph cables, has just been launched from the shipyard 
of Messrs. Wigham-Richardson & Co., on the Tyne. The vessel, 
which will carry about 3,000 nautical miles of cable in four large 
tanks built in her holds, is the largest cable ship afloat, being about 
500 ft. in length, 56 ft. in breadth, and 39 ft. in depth. When com- 
pleted she will carry 10,000 tons dead weight at a speed of 111 knots. 
She has an overhanging bow and elliptical stern, both of which will 
be fitted with the necessary cable gear, and four-pole masts with 
fore-and-aft rig. The propelling machinery consists of two sets of 
triple-expansion engines working at a pressure of 190 lbs. per sq. in. 
As the vessel will have to work in all climates, particular attention 
is being paid to the ventilation, which is very thorough. The heating 
is by steam, and the lighting by electricity. When completed the 
Colonia will proceed to the Pacific to lay the cable from Vancouver 
to Fanning Island in mid-Pacific, whence it is to be continued to 
New Zealand. The project in hand is to complete the circle round 
the world of British-owned cables laid between points all of which 
are on British territory. A complete installation of cables such as 
this is possessed by no other nation. 


American Cable Matters, —We gather the following 
interesting items from the Indiad-Itubber World :— 

At Washington, on December 4th, Senator Hale reintroduced 
the Pacific Cable Bill as it passed at the last Session of Congress. 
It provides for the construction by the Government of a cable from 
the western coast of the United States to Hawaii. In the House 
of Representatives three Bills have been introduced : (1) by Mr. 
Jones, of Washington State, proposing a Pacitic cable, by the 
northern route, cia Puget Sound, with an appropriation of 
$8,000,000; (2) by Mr. Corliss, of Michigan, proposing a Govern- 
ment-built cable; and (3) by Mr. Sherman, of New York State, 
offering a plan allowing private participation in the enterprise. 
During the past month there have been hearings before the Com- 
mittees in the two Houses, to whom the cable Bill& have been 
referred. The Commercial Pacific Cable Company's representatives 
appeared to protest against any legislation on the subject, and 
against Governmental competition with their enterpri-e. Western 
Union Telegraph interests, on the other hand, protest against a 
cable monopoly in private hands, maintaining a service which they 


could not use in sending trans-cceanic messages without being dis- 


criminated against. 
the new cable. 

The New York Electrical Review savs: — "There are not at 
present any cable-ships flying the American flag of capacity sufti- 
cient to undertake the laying of even the shortest length of the 
contemplated cable across the Pacific. It is chiefly to this lack 
that we must lay the blame for the contract for atrans-Pacific cable 
going to foreign concerns." The Acvicw suggests that the Govern- 
ment equip as cable ships one or two of the foreign built vessels 
purchased for transport service during the war with Spain, and now 
no longer needed by the military establishment. 

The contract awarded to a New York firm for the construction of 
nearly 500 miles of submarine cable for the Mexican Government 
was referred to in the last Jndia-Rhutber World (раве 116). The 
cable is to be insulated with Рага rubber, put on by the seamless 
process. It is stated that the contract was secured in competition 
with European manufacturers, but that the high grade апа good 
results from this form of insulation, as manufactured in the United 
States, won the contest, at a price in advance of the foreign tenders. 
“The warm waters of the Mexican gulf,“ it is stated, “ and the re- 
sultant animal life, especially the /er:do, make it advisable to use 
india-rubber insulation, as it has the double advantage of with. 
standing the heat and not being attacked by the teredo as gutta-percha 
is.“ During two years past over 1,000 miles of rubber insulated 
cable, built by this company, have been laid by the United States 
Army Signal Corps in the Philippine Archipelago, one section at a 
depth of 14 miles. These cables, besides being subjected to the 
usual conditions of service, are said in some cases to have been 
required to meet emervencics never before equalled, owing to 
mishaps due to layiug them in uncharted waters, the wrecking a 
cable ship, with the resultant strain on the cable and its long 
exposure to the sun, and soon, But all the cable laid is now 
working satisfactorily. 

On January 6th bids were opened at Washington for approxi- 
mately 250 miles of submarine cable for the Philippine service, 
to be inade in every respect similar to that previou-ly made by 


Hence they favour Governmental control of 


the Safety Insulated Wire and Cable Company (New York'. On 
account of tlie success of the rubber-insulated cables already in use, 
the Chief Signal Officer of the Army awarded the contract to the 
Safety Company. 


Cable Communications, — Тһе Committee on this sub- 
ject appointed in 1900 has submitted an interim report, stating that 
it is clear that the terms of the existing Joint-Purse sgreemen , 
under which the Russian and German Governments have the right 
to veto any reduction in the rates to India, require revision, and 
the agreement should be terminated without delay. The Com- 
mittee also recommends modification of the International Conven- 
tion, it being urgently necessary that a country in direct corn- 
munication with one of its own colonies or dependencies should be 
free to fix the tariff without reference to other countriea. 


Cork. — The Secretary to the Treasury, replying to 
questions, said recently: No trunk telephone lines in Ireland, except 
one between Dublin, Belfast, and Drogheda, were transferred by the 
National Telephone Company to the Post Oftice, nor is anything 
known of a proposal by the company to connect Cork with Youghal, 
Mallow, Killarney, and Tralce. The trunk line between Dublin 
and Cork was constructed by the Post Office. The National 
Telephone Company have connected Cork and Midleton, as the 
company have certain exchange subscribers in Midleton, and both 
places are in the same local exchange area. The Postmaster- 
General would, however, provide any lines required if a guarantee 


were given, either locally or by the National Telephone Company, 


on the same terms as for extensions of the trunk wire system in 
other parts of the United Kingdom. $ 


Eastbourne.—The T.C. has held a special meeting to 
discuss a recommendation to adopt municipal telephones. The 
Telephone Committee reported against acquiring the National 
Company's system in the Eastbourne exchange area, the cost being 
prohibitive. It was recommended, therefore, that the Corporation 
should undertake a system of its own, and a lengthy report and 
estimate, prepared by Mr. A. R. Bennett, of Glasgow, was laid 
before the Council. In this it was stated that Eastbourne would be 
an exceptionally cheap place to telephone, on account of the streets 
being invariably macadamised and easy to break up, and because, 
there being no other place of importance in the telephone area, no 
expenditure for junction lines would have to be incurred. Most of 
the existing subscribers were withiu а half-mile radius of the Town 
Hall, and the greater part of the remainder within three-quarters of 
amile. Less thana dozen were outside the one-mile radius. The 
number of existing lines belonging to the National Company did 
not exceed 400, equal to about one in 108 of the population, but 
there was no lack of margin for development. In the present 
estimate the number of lines to be constructed and finished was 
limited to 600, with provision in the way of extra ducts and 
capacity of poles, &c., for another 000, so that the original number 
could be doubled without re-opeuing the streets. The proposal was 
to lay about 54 miles of underground pipes, the distribution being 


chiefly by means of overhead spurs of bronze wire weighing 40 lbs. 


to the mile. It was esti ated that £18 per line would be sufficient 
for a first-class metallic circuit telephone exchange system. The 
provision of pipes for extending from (00 to 1,200 lines would cost 
£2,400. The 600 completed subscribers’ lines, including 20 public 
telephone lines and 12 junction lines to the Post Office for truok 
and telegram service, worked out at £10,800, making a total of 
£13,200. The average receipts per line would be £5 7s. 6d. per 
annum at first, but later this could be reduced to £5 or even +4. 
He estimated the total revenue at £3,269 10s., and the annual cost 
at £2,988 198. 8d., giving a net revenue of £280 10s. 43. The 
estimate of the cost of extensions to distant paris of the telephone 
area was £1,390, and the period of the license he recommended 
should terminate in 1913. The Council debated the report and 
recommendations, but the matter was postponed for nine montbs. 


Hastings Telephones.— Mr. Bennett's report on muni- 
cipal telephones is in the hands of the Telephone Committee. 
Nothing is to be done at present, however, as the National Tele- 
phone Company has not yet stated what its terms of purchase 
will be. 


Holywell.—The U.D.C. has read a letter from the Post- 


master-General in response to a memorial from the Council with 
respect to the unsatisfactory telephone arrangements under which 
Holywell was mide a special district. The Postmaster-General 
said that under the circumstances it would be useless to disturb 
the present arrangements. The Council resolved that an effort 
should be made to obtain a reconsideration of the memorial. 


Southport.— The T.C. has entered into negotiations with 
the various neighbouring Councils, and they are proceeding 
satisfactorily, with the exception of Birkdale. The Committee's 
request to Birkdale was that the latter would grant it the same 


facilities which they were granting to the National Telephone 


Company. In return, whereas the National Telephone Company 
charged t9 per annum, the Committee would be prepared, after an 
initial charge, to do the same thing for £6. Опе object of the 
Telephone Committee was to obtain facilities to lay its cables while 
the Birkdale roads were “up” for the electric 1706 and National 
Telephone Company's cables, so that they would not have to be 
disturbed a second time. 


Sunderland,—The report of the Highways Committee, 
which was di-cussed two meetings ago and adjourned, recom- 
mending that the ТС. take the necessary steps for obtaining а 
license for a municipal telephone -ystem in the Sunderland telephone 
area was further considered, and approved by a large majority. 
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Telegraph Rates to India.—In the House of Commons 
on the 17th inst, in reply to a question by Sir Edward Sassoon, 
Lord George Hamilton stated that the understanding with the 
Eastern and Indo-European Telegraph Companies is that if at any 
time after the introduction of the 28. 6d. rate the average revenue 
of the companies Indian joint purse of the three preceding years, 
whether wholly at 2s. 6d., or partly at 49. and partly at 2s. 6d. a 
word, sball amount to £360,000, a rate of 28. a word will be at once 
introduced, provided that the necessary arrangements can be made 
with the Foreign Administrations interested. 


Telegraphie Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. INTERRUPTED. REPAIRED, 

. June 30, 1899 .. T 

ee March 1, 1900 ee ee 

.. Jan. 19, 1902 ,, Ja 

os Feb. 18, 1902 oe oe 


Latakis-Cyprus .. oe os oe us 
Para-Maranham T 908 ee eo 
Alexandria-Laruaca vs s 928 
Assab-Massowah 

LaxDLINES :— 
„Na Hanekin” on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 24,190 .. T 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 .. oe 


The Telephone Service.—1n the House of Commons 
on the 17th inst. Sir E. Spencer asked if the Secretary to the 
Treasury could give a definite date when the Government service 
would be in working order and subscribers able to avail themselves 
of the new system, and whether the exchanges would be opened 
simultaneously both in the City and other parts of London.—Mr. 
Austen Chamberlain, in reply, said that the junction lines between 
the Post Office Central Exchange and the trunk wire system have 
already been completed, and those connecting the same excbange 
with most of the cbief exchanges of the National Telephone 
Company, will, itis hoped, be ready for use in the course of the 
present week. It will then be possible to give an exchange service 
to those subscribers whose lines bave already been completed, and to 
others as their lines are completed from day to day. 

In reply to questions asked by Mr. Lough in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday, Mr. Austen Chamberlain stated the present 
position of the Post Office telephoue service in the London area as 
follows:—The number of agreements for connections with the Post 
Office London telephone exchange system up to Saturday last was 
abont 2,250, but many of these agreements cover the use of a 
number of exchange telephones. The work of connecting the 
premises of these subscribers with the central exchange by means of 
the underground system, which has already been constructed, is 
now in active progress; aud an exchange service will probably be 
: given to those subscribers to the central exchange whose lines have 
been completed in the course of the present week. Additional 
subscribers are Lcing connected every day. The exchanges at 
Putney, Chiswick, and Kingston are so far advanced that the work 
of connecting subscribers can be taken in hand at once. The West- 
minster, Kensington, Wimbledon, Richmond, and Twickenham 
exchanges will begin working shortly. The excbapge at Croydon 
and an exchange to serve Mayfair, Marylebone, and Bayswater will 
probably be completed by the end of the year. Arrangements are 
also in progress for an exchange at Hampstead, and the surveys for 
the underground work in connection with a number of other 
exchanges are nearly completed. The chief exchanges of the 
Nat ional Telephone Company, as well as of other licensees of the 
Postmaster-General, are connected by means of junction liaes with 
the nearest Post Office trunk-wire exchanges. Where those 
exchanges are at post offices which are not always open the junction 
lines are extended to the nearest trunk-wire exchange at which a 
constant service is given, but the control of the lines and of the 
traffic is not in the hands of the National Telephone Company. 


Tunbridge Wells.—The Corporation six months ago 
borrowed £10,000 to start a local scheme, but unexpected difficulties 
arose. Wires, which were to be overhead, had to be put under- 
ground, and costly detours had to be made. The financial result 
was that about £9,000 had to be spent in excess of the original 
estimate. An application has been made by the Corporation to the 
I. G. B. for powers to raise a further loan of £15,000 to clear off the 
excess on the original estimate and to make extensions. The 
subscribers at present number 5:3, and the charges are 5 172. 6d. 
for an unlimited number of calls; £3 103., with 4d. for every call; 
or £2 103. to start with, and 14. per call. There are 253 new 
applicante for connection, who, owing to the limited capital in the 
hands of the Corporation, cannot have their demands complied 
with. Ар inquiry was held for the L.G.D., by Colonel W. L. Coke, 
last week. The hall was crowded. It was estimated that after the 
yearly expenses, including £1,550 interest and redemption of loan, 
bad been paid, there would, if the contemplated extension were 
made, be a profit of £1,086, although £525 had to be paid as a 
yearly royalty. Mr. A. R. Bennett, enginecr to the Corporation, 
gave evidence, and the inquiry was adjourned till March 6th. 


Wireless Telegraphy. — Тһе Dominion Government 
announces that an arrangement bas been made with Signor Marconi 
for the reduction of the prexent cable rates of 25 cents to 10 cents 
a word by wireless telegraphy, in return for a contribution towards 
erecting stations. 

Mr. George Wyndham, M.P., has promised the Dover Chamber 
of Commerce that he will approach the Board of Trade with the 
object of getting that body to put down an installation of wireless 
telegraphy between the Goodwin lightships and the shore. 

The Admiralty are completing arrangements for establishing a 
- wireless telegraph between Portsmouth and Dover, and Portsmouth 
and Sheerness. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED, 


OPEN. - 


Aberdeen.—March 6th. Twelve double-deck single- 


truck cars and equipments for the Corporation. See “Official 
Notices” February 14th. 


Aberdeen.—March 6th. Overhead equipment, bonding, 


and cables for the Corporation tramways. See “ Official Notices " 
February 14th. 


Belgium.—March 1st. Тһе municipal authorities of 


Ghent are inviting tenders until the March Ist, 1902, for the 


concession for an elcctric lighting installation. 
Notices " January 3rd. 


See our Official 


Belgium.—March 1st. Tenders are being invited until 
March 1st by the municipal authorities of Braine l'Alleud for the 
concession for the electric lighting of the town. Tenders are to be 
sent to Le Secretariat Communal de Braine-l'Alleud, whence par- 
ticulars may be obtained. | 


Birkenhead.— February 24th. Lancashire boiler and 


stokers for the Corporation electricity works. See “Official 
Notices" February 7th. i 


Bournemouth. — February 21st. Motor-generator for 
Corporation tramways. See Official Notices" February 7th. 


Bournemouth.—March sth. Traction and arc lighting 
switchboards for the Corporation. Sce '' Official Notices " to-day. 


Burgess Hill.— March 12th. Offers for the construction 


of electricity works are invited by the U.D.C. For conditions, &c., 
see our “Official Notices " February 14th. 


East Нат, — February 22nd. One 500-Kw. c.c. generator 
with 800-rH.P. engine; water-tube boilers, condensers, &c., for the 
U. D. C. See "Official Notices“ February 7th. 


Edinburgh.—March 3rd. Electric lighting installation 
for the third portion of the Colinton Mains Fever Hospital (600 
points) for the Council. See Official Notices“ February 7th. 


Elland.— March 11th. Engines, dynamos, booster and 
balancers, battery, switchboard, cables, crane, und condensing 
plant. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


Fulham. — February 26tb. Two 50-Kw. steam dynamos 
and boosters, four dry back marine boilers, battery, and wiring for 
2,000 lights, for the Guardians. бее “Official Notices” January 31st. 


France.—February 28th. The French Post and Tele- 
graph authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until the 28th inst. for 
the supply of 10 tons of galvanised iron wire 1 mm. in diameter, 
80 tons ditto. 3 mm. diameter, 80 tons ditto. 4 mm. diameter, and 
310 tons ditto. 5 mm. diameter. ‘lenders are to be sent to Le Sous 
Secretariat d'Etat des Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 
103, Paris, whence particulars may be obtained. | 


Germany.—Febraary 28th. The Prussian State Rail- 
way &uthorities in Hanover are inviting tenders for the supply of 
440 kilometres of metallic cable, 387 kilometres of galvanised iron 
wire, 1,220 kilometres of copper wire, aud 58,500 porcelain insu- 
lators. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be 
sent to, Die konigliche Eisenbahu Direction, Hanover. 


Switchboard extensions for 
See Official Notices" January 815. 


Glasgow.—February 21st. 
the Corporation. 


Шога. —Магећ 24th. Cars, trucks, motors and equip- 
ments. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


Islington.— February 26th. Tubular well and pumping 
gear, at the electricity works. See Oflicial Notices“ February 7th. 


A Lancashire boiler 
See Official Notices ” 


King's Lynn. — February 21st. 
and piping for the electricity works. 
February 7th. 


Leeds. —Concentrie (high tension), two-phase (low ten- 
sion), and L T. triple-concentric paper cables for the electric light- 
ing department. See“ Official Notices“ January 31st. 


London.—Mareh 4th. The L.C.C. is wanting tenders 
for 100 or 50 double-deck double - bog ie tramcars for conduit lines 
in South London. Drawings, &c., at the County Hall, Spring 
Gardens, S. W. (43). 
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Maidenhead.—February 25th. Easy wiring proposals 
are invited by the E.L. Committee from firms willing to undertake 
the work. See “ Official Notices " February 14th. 


Manchester.— March 1st. Corporation Tramways Com- 
mittee advertises for life guards for tramcars, &.“ 


Manchester.— March 3rd. The Rivers Committee in- 
vites tenders for electrical goods, &c. 


Manchester.— March 10th. Corporation wants tenders 
for electrical equipments aud trucks for cars. Sec “Official Notices” 
to-day. 


Oban.— March 7th. Piping, balancing transformers, and 


motor-generators, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, cable work, апа. 


crane for the Corporation elcctric lighting. 
February 14th. 


See “ Official Notices " 


Oban.—March 7th. Conduits, manhole covers, arc lamp- 
posts «с. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


Pontypridd.—March 7th. Overhead equipment and 


bonding for the U.D.C. tramways. бее “ Official Notices” Feb- 
ruary 14th. 


Rochdale.— February 25th. Traction switchboard and 


accessories, for the Corporation. See“ Official Notices " February 
7th. 


Rockhampton (Australia).—March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. See 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


Salford.— March 1st. Twelve months’ supply of 
materials for the Electricity Department, including cables and 
accessories, fuse boxes, meters, joint boxes, carbons, &c. Mr. C. D. 
Taite, borough electrical engineer. Sve “ Official Notices to-day. 


Salisbury.—March 4th. The directors of the L. & S.-W. 


Railway want tenders for the electric lighting of Salisbury station. 
See “ Official Notices " February 14th. 


Southend-on-Sea.— March 6th. Tenders for two storage 
batteries. See “ Official Notices ” to-day. 


Stalybridge.— March 3rd. Rails, points, crossings, tie- 
bars, bolts, trolley wire, &c., for the Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley 
and Dukinficld Tramways and Electricity Board. See “ Official 
Notices“ February 14th. 


Sunderland.—February 28th. Lathe, drilling, and 
shaping machines, and other workshop tools for the Corporation 
electric lighting department. Sce Official Notices“ Feb. 14th. 


Swansea.—March 8th, Two 600-Kw. steam dynamos, 
Фе. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


CLOSED. 
Bilston.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of the 


British Westinghouse Company, amounting to £5,850, for a battery 
of accumulators to be installed in the sub-station. 


Garston.—The Garston and District Electric Lighting 
Company, Limited, have accepted the tender of the Electrical Power 


Storuge Company, Limitcd, for the storage battery for their Gateacre 
station at £1,010. 


Hornsey.—The Council at their last meeting accepted 
{һе following tenders :— 


Scction E, Pipework, John Spencer, Limited 808 .. 42,147 15 0 
„ F, Mechanical coal-bandling plant, The Temperley 
E ә ee . 718 0 0 


Transporter Company A А 

Hudderstield.—The tender of Messrs. E. Nuttall and 
Sons, of Trafford Park, has been accepted by the Tramways Com- 
mittee for the conversion of the 14 miles of lines, at present worked 
by steam power, for electric traction. The contract price is £16,413. 
Other tenders accepted are:— Copper bonds, Forest City Electric 
Company, at £408; renewal of car wheels for 12 months, British 
Wheel Company ; copper bonds, К. W. Blackwell & Co., at £160. 


Lancaster.— The Corporation has accepted tenders for 
generating plaut as follows: — Four high-speed steam 
dyuamos, motor-cenerator and balaucer, traction and lighting 
switchboard, British Westinghouse Company, Limited, £12,316; 
Lancashire boilers, piping, condensers, &c, Joseph Foster & Sous, 
Preston, £2,851 12s. (excavating, &c., £60); crane, J. Carrick and 
Sons, Limited, Edinburgh, £329. 

Electric Power Statiou.—Masons' work, Mr. W. Harrison, £2,104: 
joiners’ work, Messrs, James Hatch & Sons, £526; plumbers’ and 
glaziers» work, Mr. H. P. Calvert, £129 198.; painting, Mr. G. 
Stephenson, £69 8s. 1d.; slaters’ and plasterers’ work, Messrs. R. 
Hall & Son, £235 2s. 11d. 


Llanelly.—Messrs. К, Alger & Nons, of N ewport, have 
a the contract for the electric lighting installation at Llanelly 
ocks. 


London.— The London County Council had before it on 
Tuesday a report by the Highways Committee in reference to the 
tenders received for the supply of about 3,220 tons of track rails, 
1,850 tons of slot rails, 670 tons of conductor rails, 125 tons of fish- 
plates, 155 tons of sole plates, together with the bolts and nuts and 
other accessories, which are required for further sections of the tram- 
ways. The following is a list of the tenders:— 

=== Place of manufacture. £ в. d. 

| 41,709 10 10 

P. and W. Maclellan, Limited, Sociét’ Anonym“ des Асісгіеѕ |$ with spe- 
Glasgow D'Angleur, Tilleur by Liege, | cial locknuts 
Belgium 41,742 4 


. 


Bolling & Low, London.. a enix Works, Ruhrort, 42,897 10 0 
elgium 
Edward Le Bas & Co., London Ougree Works, Belgium .. 42,935 0 0 
P. and W. Maclellan, Limited, Barrow Humatite Company's 50,463 15 0 
Glasgow works 
Bolekow, Vaughan & Co., At the Company's works 51,188 8 9 
London 


Walter Scott, Limited, Leeds. Leeds Steel Works ia .. 52,587 10 
J. F. J. Peeters & Son, London At the firm's works (appa- 58,881 5 
E rently) 

The Highways Committee mentioned that five other tenders were 
received, but these had not been considered, as they were not for 
the supply of all the materials required. The first three tenders 
were for rails made in Belgium, the others were for English manu- 
factures, and the difference between the highest of the first thrce 
tenders and the lowest English offer was £7,500, while the difference 
between the lowest of the English and foreign tenders respectively 
amounted to £8,700, equal to about 18 percent. The committee 
stated that the quantity of rails specified for in the tenders under 
consideration would, at the rate to be paid under the contract 
recently entered into for rails required for the Tooting lines, cost 
about £59,000, but in that case it was decided only to accept rails of 
British manufacture. The tender of Messrs P. and W. Maclellan 
was the lowest; their proposals as regarded times of delivery— 
namely, 615 tons within 14 weeks from receipt of order, and 225 
tons рег week afterwards— were satisfactory, and the Committee 
thought that their tender, including special lock nuts, should be 
accepted for the sum of £41,742. The Committee submitted a 
recommendation to this effect, and also asked the Council to permit 
the company to sublet the contract to the Société Anonyme des 
Acieries d'Angleur. The consideration of the recommendation was 
adjourned until next week. 

The London County Council has accepted the tender of Jackson 
Bros. for the wiring and fittings required at the Bishopsgate and 
Manchester Square fire brigade stations for £159 7s, and £177 
88. 6d. respectively. 


Middlesbrough.—The Council at their meeting on 11th 
inst. accepted the following tenders :— 


Section A, Engine house plant, Witting Bros., electrical 
engineers and contractors, Limited .. .. 42,888 0 0 
ji B, Switchboard panels, Nalder Bros. & Thompson, 
Limited és $4 T des s us 490 18 4 
is C, Condensing apparatus and pipework, Cromp- 


eoo 


ton & Co., Limited.. m © zs - 314 10 0 
5 D, Feed pump and economiser, Mather & Platt, 

Limited me m UR s. ad 875 0 0 
B — Mains extension, British Insulated Wire Com- 

pany, Limited SEC dé. зш. A ©» 867 8 4 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.— The Corporation has accepted the 
tender of the Electrical Power Storage Company for the storage 


battery for its generating station at £5,277 188. 


Pontypridd,— The U. D. C. has accepted the following 


tenders :— 


Boilers: Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Limited s .. £5611 2 
Engines: Messrs. Coombe, Barbour & Co., Belfast ч: 5,210 0 
Dynamos Messre. Greenwood & Batley Sh is "M 3,401 0 
Balancer: The British Westinghouse Compan 760 0 


: P y * è ee 
Switchboard, &.: Divided between Messrs. Ferranti 


оороо coooco 


and Messrs. Kelvin & White. vd 855 2,478 0 
Fitters’ shop: Messrs. Newbolds Ps - an 594 0 
Travelling cranc: Messrs. Clarke a) is 6 ns 455 10 
Arc lamps: Messrs. Johnson & Phillips T i Tm 768 5 


Total £19,292 17s. There were 241 tenders. 


West Наш, — The following is а list of tenders submitted 


for the supply of four sets of surface condensing plant for the 
Corporation Electricity Works :— 
Price. Alt. price. 


G. & J. Weir ee ee ee ve е £6,480 5 
Mather & Platt is ai zs d - s 6,300 £6,065 
W. Н. Allen, Son & Co. (accepted) T T ЕБ 6,580 6, 100 
Do. do. is T 6,220 6,040 
G.Fletcher & Co. .. AES X" P ca "m 6,650 6,507 
Do. do. Ex Ss E T vue "m 7,655 7,512 
The Klein Engineering Company vs а ws 7,040 6,940 
Do. do. > 7,7 7,600 
Do. do. - 7,995 —. 
J. Abbott & Co. ee ae ee es 7,250 7,035 
Cole, Marchent & Morley .. 7,650 8,054 
Do. do. ee sa 2 Se - 8,090 8,194 
The Pulsometer Engineering Company m ix 7,576 7,706 
Davey, Paxman & Co. zx Se vs T: 7,806 7,688 
D. Stewart & Co. Vs se ors M BP Us 8,708 8,604 
The Worthington Pumping Engine Company ee 8,906 8,646 
Do. do. do. ET 7,704 7,156 
Do. do, n do. ee 8,108 7,848 
Do. do. do. e 6,908 — 
Do. do. do.. .. 11,700 11,440 
G. de Ritter. " кз ** е 25 we 9,050 8,310 
Daniel Adumson & Co. m 8 7 n Vs s 9,203 8,935 
Babcock & Wilcox, Limited is i M "S 9,777 8,708 
Do. do. ss v i5 e 8,293 7,724 
Alley & MacLellan . T T - бы we 9, 00 9,300 
Do. do. es ee es ee * * ee 0.300 9,100 
J. Cochrane . se i3 ка E T ae 9,600 9,200 
O. ёе ane Ре oe oe ee 9,000 8,800 
The Mirrlees Watson Company .. s. ee  .. 10,05 9,720 


Ashton, Frost & Co. P г . ee ee ee ` 
Couper, Schwarz & Co. ,, vs x Ps e 11,592 11,260 
Campbell & Calderwood ee ee oe eo ee 12,000 11,800 
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Southend-on-Sea.— The Light Railways Committee 
recommended that the tender of the Brush Electrical Engincering 
Company, at prices amounting to £2,645 103., be accepted for the 
supply of two bogie cars with a carrying capacity of 58, and two 
motor cars with acarrying capacity of 38, together with accessories. 
An amendment was, however, carricd to the effect that three bogie 
cars be procured at а cost of £2,225. ‚ 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Saturday, February 22nd.— At 12°1§ p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students’ Section). Visit to the Bankside 
Station of the City of London Electric Lighting 
Company, Limited. s 

At 7 p.m. Hartley College Engineering Society. Meeting 
at the Hartley College. Paper on “ Polyphase Elec- 
tric Currents," by Mr. Harris. 

Tuesday, February 25th.— At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Meeting. Paper to be further discussed: 
“ Electrical Traction on Railways," by W. M. Mordey 
and Bernard M. Jenkin. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers (Manchester Section). 
Meeting. Paper by James Swinburne, on Electro- 
lysis." 

Wednesday, February 26th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers (Students' Section). Meeting. Paper 
to be read on High Tension Distribution," by Mr. 
C. E. Newton. 

Thursday, February 27th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting at the Institution of Civil Engt- 
neers. Papers on “Electric Shock and Legislation 
Thereon,” by Major-General С. К. Webber; ‘ Electric 
Shocks,” by F. B. Aspinall; “ Electric Shocks at 500 
Volts,” by A. P. Trotter. 

Friday, February 28th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Students’ Meeting. Paper to be read: “Indicating 
High-Speed Steam Engines,” by A. M. Arter. 

At 8 p.m. Electro-Harmonic Concert. Ladies’ night. 

Saturday, March 1st.—At 3 p.m. Royal Institution. Lecture by 
Rt. Hon. Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., on “Some Electrical 
Developments.” (Lecture III.) 


NOTES. 


Electrical Trades Association, —At a preliminary 
dinner held at the Restaurant Frascati on January 17th, at which 
there was a large attendance, the discussion of the nature of the 
proposed association or club was deferred to another occasion. This 
second meeting was held at the same place on Wednesday, 12th 
inst., at which the attendance was not so large, chie!ly owing to its 
having been called at very short notice. А committee of 12 was 
appointed to take into consideration the whole question of pro- 
mot ing a club or other organisation for social and other purposes. 
The following arc the names of the committce, any one of whom 
would be glad to receive any suggestion as to the amount of support 
likely to be accorded to such a movement :—C.F. Quicke, Esq., pre- 
sident; Messrs. Crew, Hutchinson, Larkin, Lowndes, Martyr, 
McLennan, Mears, Reed, Richardson, Whitchouse and Willatts. 
The hon. secretary is Мг. Е. E. Oldham, 3, Orchard Road, Highgate. 
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trical engineer if harmony of working and comprehensiveness of 
management are to be secured. It is to be remembered that this 
official will be responsible under the manager for the practical 
working of the lines when reconstructed, and many of the present 
tramways staff will be under his immediate supervision. It there- 
fore appeared to the Committee to be only consistent that Mr. 
Rider should be classed as an official in the department of the 
tramway manager, as is the permanent way engineer, traflic 
manager, &c. This policy has been adopted in Glasgow, Man- 
chester, Liverpool and Leeds, and has been found to conduce to 
efficiency of service. The report proceeded to state :— 

In coming to the conclusion that it would be advisable to place the electrical 
engineer under the tramways manager, we realise that it will be necessary to 
arrange a course of procedure in the carrying out of schemes for the construc- 
tion of new tramways, ог the reconstruction of existing tramways, so that 
there may be no misapprehension as to the scope of control by the chief engi- 
пеег and the tramways manager. This is necessary, inasmuch as the schemes 
for new tramways, or the reconstruction of existing tramways, involve enyi- 
neering works such as the widening of streets, construction of subways, inter- 
ference with sewers, and the alteration of the headway of bridges. 

The course of procedure we suggest is as follows:—(a) On the tramways 
manager submitting а proposal for a new tramway, or the conversion of an 
existing tramway into anelectrical tramway, the proposal shall be referred to 
the chief envineer for report from an enginecring point of view; (5) the manager 
shall prepare the drawings and specification of the electrical equipment portion 
of the work, and such drawings and specification sliall form part of the com- 
plete plans and specitication prepared by the chief engineer for the carrying 
out of the work: i the chief engineer shall be responsible, in consultation 
with the electrical engineer, as regards the electrical portion of the work, for 
the proper carrying out of the work by contractors, and on completion shall 
hand over the tramway to the tramways manager. | 

In proposing the above re-arrangement itis not suggested that any alteration 
should be made in the procedure at present adopted with regard to the Par- 
liatnentary work in connection with the Council's tramways undertaking. The 
chief.enyineer would still be called upon to give evidence upon general engi- 
neering matters, and the preparation of Parliamentary plans, &c., which is now 
done in the Parliamentary branch of the engineer's department, would still 
continue to be carried out in that department. 

The Committee made recommendations in order to give eflect to 
the suggestions in the report, but the consideration was adjourned 
for a week. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow).— 
A meeting of this section was held last week, Prof. Magnu: M‘Lean 
in the chair. The chairman explained that Colonel Crompton had 
arrauged to give an address on electrical matters connected with 
the war in South Africa, but could not do во owing to the fact that 
the War Office had determined that no one who was employed by 
them on confidential scientific work should, for the present at any 
rate, lecture on any military subject. The discussion of Mr. John 
C. Ward's paper on Continuous Current Distributing Mains" was 
then resumed.’ 


The Late M. Gramme.—It is proposed to erect a 
monument iin Paris in memory of the late M. Z. Gramme, the 
inventor of the dynamo which bears his name. A committec has 
bcen appointed with the view of organising a fund for the purpose. 


Obituary.—We regret to learn from the 7½%s that 
Mr. Henry Eaton, of 75, Tulse Hill, one of the pioneers of the 
electric telegraphs, died on February 14th, after only half-an-hour's 
illness. He was born on June 27th, 1829, and began his career in 
the service of the Electric and International Telegraph Company 
when 17 years of age. In 1867 the Colonial Government made 
application for an experienced engineer to go to Mauritius, and Mr. 
Eaton was selected by Mr. Cromwell Varley for the post. After 
three years’ absence he returned to England and was at once re- 
engaged by his old company. He took charge of the wires of the 
various companies purchased by the Government, and concentrated 
them at the central station of the Electric and International 
Telegraph Company iu Telegraph Street. After the completion of 
the transfer he was appointed superintending engineer of the 
Metropolitan district of the Post Oflice telegraphs, aud continued in 
that position until he attained the retiring аус of 65. During the 
whole of his service his one aim was the improvement of the 
telegraph and pneumatic tube systems. 


L. C. C.— The Council on Tuesday decided to introduce a 
special clause in the forms of tender and contract for the supply of 
stoneware ducts for the mains and feeder cables in connection with 
the conversion of the tramways to electric traction. The clause was 
printed in our last issuc. 

The Council sanctioned an expenditure of £112 10s. for the pur- 
chase trom the Edison & Swan Company of 2,000 37-с.р. 200- 
volt clear incandescent Jamps for use at the Blackwall tunnel, thc 
price working out at 1s. 14d. each. 
was decided to employ 30 additional assistants in the 
itect'8 department in order to expedite the work of preparing 
plans, drawings and specifications for the erection of the power 
ion at Greenwich, the temporary Station at Loughborough 


+ 


п оп and the sub-stations at Clapham and Brixton. 


American Purchases.—We read that orders for 12,000 
ns of pig iron have been placed by American iron manufacturers 
fith firms iu the English Midlands, and contracts for 250,000 tons 
f rails have also been placed here. Moreover, Messrs. Townsend 
nd Downey, American shipwrights, are about to instal Scottish 
Inachinery to the value of 46, 000 in their shipyards, the makers 
‘having undertaken delivery in six weeks, against tive months otfered 
| by the best Americun tender. These facts appear to bear out Mr. 
‘Schwab's recent statements to the effect that the Steel Trust cannot 
] hope to successfully compete with British and other European 
manufacturers except in new markets. 


Nuisances '—We read in a South country journal that 
“the Electric Lighting Committee repurted that occupiers of houses 
in —— Terrace had complained of the noise caused by the working 
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of the machinery in the central station, and the Town Clerk had 
been instructed to reply to them in suitable terms.” We are 
devoured with curiosity as to the construction to be placed on the 
concluding sentence, and as to the manner in which the Town Clerk 
carried out his instructions. We have no doubt, with all respect to 
that official, that his idea of suitable terms would not come up to 
the interpretation of the station engineer. 


Schmidt System.—Messrs. Easton & Co., Limited, 
have granted a furthcr sub-license to Messrs. Browett, Lindley and 
Co (1899), Limited, of Patricroft, to construct engines to work with 
highly-superheated steam on the Schmidt system, Messrs. Easton 
retaining the sole right to manufacture the superheaters required in 
connection with such engines. | 


Personal.—Mr. J. R. Salter has been appointed engineer- 


in-chief to the South Lancashire Electric Traction and Power . 


Company, Limited, aud subsidiary companies, and has, therefore, 
resigned his appointment as chief engineering assistant to Mr. 
J. Clifton Robinson in connection with the London United, Bristol, 
and Middlesbrough electric tramway schemes. 

We hear that Mr. H. G. Cheesman, of tle Eastern Telegraph 
Company, is leaving to-day on another tour of inspection of 
the company's stations, and to instal the relay system at. Aden, to 
work from Suez to Zanzibar. We wish him all success. 

Mr. Andrew Е. Rock has been appointed telegraph superintendent 
to the North Staffordshire Railway Company, in succession to 
thelate Mr. John Neale. 

We understand that Mr. Jas. Hookvy, engineer-in-chief to the 


Post Oflice, will retire next month. Mr. Hookey's service covers a 


period of 47 years. 


Lectures.— Lord Rayleigh began a course of six lectures 
at the Royal Institution on Saturday afternoon on Some Electrical 
Developments." | 

Before the Dundee Society of Experimental Engineers Mr. 
Fred. C. Sturrock gave an interesting paper on “ High Tension 
Electricity." | 

At the ordinary monthly meeting of the Bristol Society of 
Architects last week, a paper was read by Mr. A. H. Dykes, 
A. M. I. C. E., M. I. E. E., of Westminster, on “Electricity as Applied to 
Buildings." 


E. E. R. E. V.—It has been decided to form another com- 
pany of 50 men from the Electrical Engineer Volunteer Corps for 
service in South Africa with the Royal Engineers. The corps has 
already about 200 officers and men on active service. 


submarine Cable Manufacture. — The statements 
made in the article which we reproduce on another page will doubt- 
lees cause some surprise among cable men on this side ; but no apter 
comment could be wished for than an article in our esteemed (on- 
temporary, the Scientific American, of 8th inst, entitled “Тһе 
Manufacture of Submarine Cables,” and descriptive of Messre. 


Siemens & Halske's new cable works. The article is profusely. 


illustrated with views of stranding, covering, and armaturing (зіс) 
machines for heavy electric light and power cables, and the descrip- 
tion mainly applies to lead-covcred cables! Only one view of а 
gutta-percha press is shown, and the description of gutta-percha 
cable is confined to one short paragraph! Really, our American 
friends’ acquaintance with submarine cable manufacture appears to 
be somewhat shadowy ! 


- 


Electrical Exhibition.—An exhibition of electrical 
consuming devices is to be held at Chesterfield in April. See 
our Official Notices " to-day. 


9 

Electro-Harmonic Society.—The next“ Ladies’ Night’ 
Concert of the Electro-Harmonic Society will take place on Friday: 
28th inst., at St. James's Hall Restaurant (Banqueting Hall) Mr 
W. E. Langdon, President of the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers, has kindly consented to preside. The following is a list of 
the artistes for tbe occasion:—Solo vocalists—— Madame Edith 
Hands, Mr. James Leyland and Mr. Dalton Baker; violoncellist— 
Mr. W. Н. Squire; pianist — Mr. Alfred E. Izard; prestidigitateur— 
Dr. Byrd-Page; humorous recitations—Miss D. Zingler; humorous 
sketches—Mr. Astley Weaver. 


Appointments Vacant. — An electrical engineer 
wanted by the Capetown Corporation at a salary of £650 
annum; the Council for the Foreign Community at Shang 
requires the services of а chief assistant electrical engineer a 
salary of 200 taels per month (about £300 per annum); a sh 
engincer is required at Leicester at a wage of £2 per week; mai. 
superintendent for Oldham (£100?; the Lancaster Corporati 
wants a clerk of works for tramways, at 3 guiacas per week. Sc 
" Official Notices" this week. 


Ashton-under-Lyne.— In our article on the Bermondsey 
electricity works last week, we referred to the alterations in the 
electricity and destructor works which were recommended to the 
Corporation by Mr. W. H. Vincent, who was formerly the borough 
electrical engiueer. The alterations and extensions are being 
carried out to the design and under the supervision of Mr. Neville 
Appelbee, who has succeeded to the post. 


* 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


THE second annual dinner of the Sunderland Corporation electric 
lighting staff took place last week, and was highly successful. 
During the evening a presentation was made to the borough 
electrical engineer, Mr. J. Е. C. SNELL, on behalf of the men on 
the staff, 

We understand that Mr. STatNER HurcHiNs has been appointed 
junior assistant engineer at the Hanley electricity works. | 

Mr. W. 8. Тоннзтон has been appointed resident electrical engi- 
neer to the Hey wood T.C., at a salary of £156 per annum. 

Mr. A. E. WILSON, assistant electrical engineer at Southend-on- 
Sea, having resigned, the local Council has decided to engage an 
engineer to fill his place at a salary of £130 per annum, rising by 
annual increments of £10 to £200 per annum. 

On Thursday last the engineering staff of the Manchester Cor- 
poration electricity works held their first annual dinner; Mr. G. F. 
Metzger presiding. The only guests were Councillora Dr. Bishop 
and Hesketh, chairman and deputy-chairman respectively of the 
Electricity Committee. 

Dr. Bishop toasted the “ Engineering Staff,” and led them to 
understand that their efforts during the past year were heartily 
appreciated by the Committee. Mr. Metzger, in reply, thanked 
the Doctor for the compliments paid to himself and staff, and 
mentioned that to have their efforts appreciated was the greatest 
inducement they could have to stimulate them in their various 
duties; he also took advantage of the opportunity to thank Mr. 
Pearce (the deputy chief engineer) and the staff generally for their 
very loyal co-operation and assistance during his first year of office. 

A very pleasant evening was spent, the arrangements reflecting 
much credit on the organising capabilities of Mr. W. F. Long, the 
chief assistant engineer. 


Se 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Market Drayton Electric Light and Power Co., Limited 


(72,677).—This company was registered on February 4th, with a capital of 
£15,000 in £10 sbares, tocarry on at Market Drayton, Salop, and elsewhere the 
business of electrical engineers, electricians, practical engineers апа con- 
tractors, manufacturers of electrical apparatus, mechanical engineers, pro- 
ducers of light, heat, sound and power by electricity, galvanism or magnetism, 
&c. The first subscribers are :—R. C. D. Hudson, Cheswardine Hall, Market 
Drayton, Salop, gentleman, with 10 shares ; C. W. Clitford, Red House, Market 
Drayton, Salop, gentleman, with 10 shares; A. W. Wycherley, Corbet Arms 
Hotel. Market Drayton, Salop, hotel proprietor, with ten shares; W. Arkinstall, 
Fernleigh, Market Drayton, Salop, brewery manager, with one share; 
8. Bennion, Ercall Villas, Queen Street, Market Drayton, Salop, bookseller and 
stationer, with one share; A. Mackenzie, Stafford Street, Market Drayton, 
veterinary surgeon, with one share; F. E. Harding, Old Springs, Market 
Drayton, gentleman, with one share: and N. Loring, Spring Hill, Market 
Drayton, Jand agent, with one share. Minimum cash subscription, £8,000. The 
number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than five; the first are 
R. C. D. Hudson (chairman), C. W. Clifford and A. E. Wycherley ; qualification, 
£100. 

Cornwall Eleetrie Power Syndicate Limited (72,700).— 
This company was registered on February 6th, with a capital of £5,006 in 50 
ordinary shares of 2100 each, and 120 deferred shares of 1s. each, to carry on in the 
County of Cornwall or elsewhere the business of an electric power and power 


- gas sopply company, and the general business of electricians, electrical, metal- 


lurgical, and general engineers, suppliers of energy for light, power, heat, and 
other purposes, contractors, &c. The first subscribers are F. Harvey, 
Glenmore, Hayle, Cornwall, merchant, with one thare; L. C. Foster, Tre- 
vellis, Liskeard, Cornwall, banker, with one thare; О. Wethered, 30—31, 
St. Swithin's Lane, E.C, engineer, with two shares; C. Wren, 28—29, Bt. 
Swithin's Lane, E.C., managing director Tramways Syndicate, Limited, with 
one share: T. B. Bolitho, Trewidden, Penzance, merchant, with one sbare; T. R. 
Bolitho, Tremwainton, Penarth, merchant, with one share; G. B. Pearce, The 
Beeches, Hayle, tin smelter, with one share; D. Fox, Dewsbury, mercbant, 
with one share; C. К. Crawshaw, Dewsbury, colliery proprictor, with one share; 
W. Bakewell, F.R.S., B.A.. 38, Park Square, Leeds, architect, with one share; 
W. Marchant, Ashton-under-I;yne, engineer, with one share; C. A. Baker, 17, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, W., electrical engineer, with one share; and О. В. Thomas, 
59, Chancery Lane, W.C., solicitor, with one share. Minimum cash subserip- 
tion 10 ordinary shares. The number of directors is not to be less than three, 
nor more than 11; the subscribers are to appoint the first; «qualification, one 
ordinary share, or five deferred shares. Registered office, 80—81, St. Swithin's 
Lane, К.С. 


N 
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CITY NOTES. 


Electric Lighting and Traction Company of 
{ Australia. 


Mr. J. B. BRAITHWAITE, JUN., presided at the annual meeting of 
this company on Monday, at Winchester House. In moving the 
adoption of the report, which appeared in our last issue, he com- 
menced by remarking that Mr. R. P. Sellon, the managing director 
of the company, was absent in the States on urgent business. On 
January 11th, 1901, information was received by cable that the 
transfer of the Melbourne property had been effected, so that they 
had only had possession of the property for 74 months during the 
financial year which ended on August 31st. During that time 
encouraging and steady progress had been made. Their anticipa- 
tions that very considerable economies would be effected by the 
amalgamation of the two companies had been realised under the 
very able and successfal management of Mr. Clements, their general 
manager in Australia During the 74 months mentioned, there was 
an economy of nearly £1,000 in coal, and £1,500 in wages. They 
had not yet reached the point of being able to close down one of the 
stations altogether, but as soon as the new plant which had been 
shipped to Melbourne was running, the Alcock Company station 
could be closed down, and further considerable economies obtained. 
They had received the retarns for the months of September, 
October, and November; in September the revenue was £2,888; for 
October, £2,777; aud for: November, £2,464, making a total 
for the three months of £8,129. The expenses in the same 
period were for September, £1,193; for October, £1,626; for 
November, £1,461, a total of £4,580. The profit consequently was 
for September £1,395, for October £1,151, and for November 
£1,003, making a total profit of £3,549, or at the rate of about 
£14,C00 a year if you take it as an average quarter. The chairman 
read extracts from several letters which had been received from 
Мг. Clements, to show that applications for light and power supply 
were coming in very rapidly; in many cases the applications were 
for power up to 50, 70, and even 100 н.р. The speaker then went 
on to show by comparisons with the population of towns in 
England or on the Continent how extremely profitable was the field 
over which they had powers for 25 years. The Geelong station was 
not a large one; it was largely a mining town, and the station was 
only started at the end of May, 1901. As the accounts show, there 
was a loss of only £14 or £15 at the end of the financial year. The 
figures for the next three months, however, had shown a profit of 
Er. He did not known of any station in England of the eame size 
which started out so economically as that. The speaker next 
referred to Adelaide, where, he said, they also thought their conces- 
sion would be an extremely valuable one. They had made a con- 
siderable loss during the year, but that was duc to the fact that 
their station was not opened at all during the period covered by 
the accounts. They had, therefore, to erect temporary plant 
both for the station and for the street lighting while 
their own station was erecting. This temporary plant 
was now discontinued, as the new station was opened at the cud of 
1901. The new station isa fine example of modern practice, and con- 
tains a complete equipment of the best and newest machinery obtain- 
able. The connections already amounted to some 5,000 8-с Р. lamps, 
including a good number of arc lamps for street lighting, and further 
applications for supply were coming in at a most satisfactory rate, 
especially for motive power for driving fans. Adelaide had a very 
hot climate, во that there was likely to be a big demand for power 
and ventilating purposes. Mains were already being laid in the 
densely populated city area, but Adelaide, like Melbourne, is sur- 
rounded with important residential suburbs, where a great deal of 
profitable lighting will be done in the future, and they were 
now spending capital in mains, &c, for these districts. The 
business at Port Adelaide, as was foreseen, had also resulted 
in a loss, and it would probably continue to do во tbrough- 
out the greater part of the current year. So soon as the neces- 
sary arrangements could be made, the district would be sup- 
plied by high tension current from Adelaide, and the existing 
small station closed down. Under these conditions it was believed 
that Port Adelaide would yield a profit. During the past year the 
capital expenditure at Melbourne, Geelong, and Adelaide aggregated 
about £100,000. To meet the capital expenditure of the year, they 
issued last July £98,000 of debentures and £50,000 of 6 per cent. 
preference shares. All of these were taken up, but the new 
issue of capital was spent, aud they still owed their bankers 
£69,870. They therefore proposed to ask the shareholders 
to authorise them to fall in with their bankers’ willingness to 
advauce a sufficient sum to enable them to complete the light- 
ing of the Melbourne suburbs and get the 
a sound basis. A loan of £117,000 was proposed. "That money was 
really given in anticipation of the proceeds of the unissued ordinary 
shares (£125,000). As to the past year, with only 74 months’ control 
of the business at Melbourne, and with neither of the stations at 
Geelong or Adelaide contributing, they had been able to earn the 
whole of the dividend of the preference shares and £2,366 which 
they paid in interest to their bankers. If shares had been issued, 
that amount would have been available for dividend on the ordinary 
stock, so that they really earned something on the ordinary shares, 
and during the current year they hoped to do much better; when 
they met them next year they hoped to be in a position to invite 
subscriptions for the balance of the ordinary shares, £125,000 at par. 


undertaking оп. 


After а few further remarks, the Chairman moved the adoption of 


the report. This was carried, as were also resolutions re-electing 
directors and auditors, and thanking the board of directors. 


Brompton and Kensington Electricity Supply 
à Company. | 


TRE directors’ report reads:—" Іа submitting to the shareholders 
the balance-sheet and accounts for the year ended December 313t, 
1901. the directora report that:— The revenue account shows а 
credit balance of £24,249 1s. 10d., which, with the balance of 
£187 15s. brought forward, makes a total of £24,736 16s. 10d. 
After deducting £1,183 11s. 5d. for debenture and other interest, 
£2,100 for interim dividend on the 7 per cent. cumulative prefer- 
ence sbares, and £3,493 3s. 2d. interim dividend at the rate of 7 per 
cent. per annum for the half-year to June 30th on the ordinary 
shares, the directors recommend that the sum remaining, viz., 
£17,960 28. 3d., be dealt with as follows :— 


To credit of depreciation account .. "€ . . . £7,000 0 0 
To payment of dividend on the preference shares for 

half-year ended December 31st ET i» ; 8,500 0 0 
To payment of a dividend on the ordinary shares for 

the half-year ended December 3lst at the rate of П 

9 per cent. рег annum, making 8 per cent for the 

year .. 25 ys ae > ee А 4,498 9 Б 
Leaving а balanceof . xs А | 2,961 12 10 


— 


to be carried forward. | 
; Total vs .. £17,960 2 3 


The following table shows the progress of the company's 
business :— 


Equivalent Increase | No. of | 
| of 35- watt i in cus- 


her н Gross , Expendi- | Net 
Year Wis | 13 N receipts. | ture, receipts. 
‘connected. lainps. nected. | | 

B | | £ s. d. 4E s.d. 4 s.d. 
1890 13,665 9.145 948 5.010 9 2; 4694 6 b 386 2 9 
1891 19.388 5,723 873 | 8324.811 | 6.077 14 10 2.250 9 1 
1892 23,700 4.312 471 | 10,688 18 6 7.851 19 6 2835 19 0 
1898| 928499 1 14.729 509 | 12,063 10 10 | 7,893 6 8 4,231 4 2 
1894 35,858 7.429 755 13.695 11 88 7.131 16 8 6,263 15 0 
1895 4.162 8,04 932 15,394 16 11 8,554 0 10 6840 16 1 
1996 | 55.265 11.103 1,164 ! 17,442 6 5| 8410 8 4 9,031 18 1 
1897 66,364 11.099 1416 20.810 10 1 8,777 5 2 12.033 4 11 
18 20.301 13.37 1,777 24.906 17 11 10,40 14 11 14,066 3 0 
1899 95,303 15.002 | 2,112 | 30,416 13 4 12,235 16 10 18,180 16 6 
1900 108,978 13.675 | 2,395 36,125 4 5 14,801 0 10 21,324 3 7 
1901 121,212 12,234 2,650 | 41,191 4 6 | 16,905 2 8 24,249 110 


As was proposed in the last report, the debenture stock has becn 
1epaid, and S,. 000 preference shares and 339 ordinary shares have 
been issued. The premiums arising from these issues amount 
(after deducting expenses of issue, and the premium payable on 
redemption of the debenture stock), to £20,551 105. 10d. The 
directors propose to apply £14,203 14s. 4d. of this amount in 
extinguishing the renewals suspense account, and to place the 
balance of £6,347 163, 6d. to the credit of the depreciation fund, 
which will then stand at £30,247 16s. Gd. Mr. Н. К. Beeton and 
Mr. R. A. Germaine retire from the board by rotation, and, being 
cligible, offer themselves for re-election. Messrs. Miall, Wilkins, 
Randall & Co, the auditors of the company, offer themselves tor 
re-election." 


Smithfield Markets Electric Supply Company. 


Mr. Н. 8. LEON presided at the meeting of this company, held 
last Friday at Winchester House. In moving the adoption of the 
report, which was published in these columns last week, he said 
that the total revenue was £16,746, as against £15,187 in 1900. 
£1,500, representing the receipt from the cold air store, was, at the 
request of tbe auditora, taken out of the gross revenue, so that the 

actual increase in 1901 of gross receipts was £3,058. There had 
been during the year another £1,000 added to the depreciation 
fund, which now stands at £2,000. No one who understood anythine 
about machinery would consider that too large, and the board was 
anxious to go on increasing the depreciation fund if possible, and 
would therefore take the necessary steps to do so as the net 
profits of the company grew. During 1902 the items of preliminary 
expenses (£137) would ke entirely wiped out, and they hoped that 
the other two items under provisional order expenses and con- 
sulting engineer's fees would also be got rid of out of the revenue. 
The cold air store was rapidly being built. This company was not 
in any way responsible for that building, nor had it any interest in 
the business, but they hoped that they would make more profit 
than £1,500 a year out of it for current when it was completed. | 

The table in the report showed the progress that had been made 

since the compary started. They did not mean to let any business 
pass by them if they could obtain it and profitably finance it. In 
regard to the non-payment of dividend the board were as dis- 
appointed as shareholders at the inability of the company to pay 
the dividend, but the policy of borrowing money in order to pay 
dividends was a bad one and not conducive to the welfare of any 
company which pursued it. 'l'hey had in the balance sheet no avail- 
able money with which to pay dividends, and if they would only 
put prejudice or disappointment on one side, they would see the 
wisdom of the action of the board in that respect. The business, 
though small, was a good one, and was steadily if slowly increasing, 
and he had the greatest faith that provided it was conservatively 
tinanced, they would ultimately pull through to shareholders’ 
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satisfaction. At the present moment thcy were in a sound financial. 


position; they owed #1,0С0 and a few other items which they were 
quite capable of paying in the ordinary way. The existing plant 
was іп a first-rate physical condition. New capital charges were 
always coming along as the business increased, and the board had 
already under consideration the advisability of «прегғедірс one of 
the present generating sets for a larger one. They must have a 
certain amount of working capital, it was absolutely essential, and 
at present they were very short of it. Shareholders had not taken 
up the second debentures offered last year at all satisfactorily. 
They would not issue any more debentures at 5 per cent. discount, 
the proper price with such excellent security ought to be a 44 per 
cent. debenture at par. Sbareholders would have the first chance 
of lending the company any money which might be desired for the 
extension of profitable business. The prospects of the company 
were sound provided that they had a free hand in the financial 
management. | | 

The repert was adopted, and retiring directors and auditors were 
re-elected. 


Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway Company. 


THF directors, in their report to be submitted to the shareholders 
at the forty-first ordinary half-yearly meeting of the company, to 
be held on Thursday, the 27th inst., state that the expenditure has 
been reduced, the traffic receipts show a considerable increase, and 
the general position of the company’s affairs is considerably 
improved. After providing for debenture interest, there is a 
balance available of £1,036 7s. 7d. Out of this it is recommended 
that a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the pref. 
shares be paid, which will absorb £475, and that £200, as well as 
the half-yearly instalment of £100 due to the electrical contractors, 
be paid towards the balance due for electrical equipment, leaving 
£261 7s. 7d. to be carried forward. During the last three months 
of the half-year, goods traffic has been undertaken on a small scale. 
The revenue from all sources shows an increase of £360 for the 
half-year. The expenditure shows a decrease of £460, which is 
partly due to the reduced price of coal, and p»rtly to the reduction 
of other expenditure. 


The Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 
| Corporation. 


THE report of the directors to be submitted to the meeting to be 
held at Savoy Hotel, W.C., on February 26th, reads as follows :— 
„In submitting the accounts for the year ending December 31st, 
1901, the directors congratulate the sharcholders on the satisfactory 
result of tbe year's trading in the whole of their areas of supply. 
The accounts, having regard to the provisions of the City pro- 
visional order, have now to be submitted in two parts, the first 
relating to the West End undertakings, and the second to the City 
undertaking. 
` The West End Undertakings.—The progress of the business in the 
West End areas is shown by the fact that the equivalent of 27,906 
additional 8-c.p. lamps have been connected, and tbe vnits sold 
during the year 1901 show an increase of 31 per cent. over those 
sold during the year 1900. А portion of this increase is caused by 
the fact that the supply of the City undertaking bas necessarily 
been given from the West End generating stations, but apart from 
this supply the increase has been very satisfactory, the revenue 
from sales amounting to £99,715 3s. 3d, an increase of 16 per cent. 
over the amount sold in 1900. Tke plant, machinery and mains 
have been maintained in a high state of efficiency. Twenty-seven 
miles of mains have been added in these areas, and the trunk mains 
connecting these areas with Bow are being rapidly proceeded witb. 
The new general offices of the corporation, with the sub-station 
adjoining, at St. Martin’s Lane, is approaching completion, aud the 
latter is being equipped with motor-generators and battery plantto 
enable the company to deal with the constantly increasing demand 
for energy. The net earnings of the West End undertakings, as 
shown in net revenue account No. 5, have amounted to 
£46,000 10s. 3d. £10,000 was distributed as interim dividend at 
the rate of 8 per cent. per annum for the half-year ended June 30th, 
1901, there remains a sum of £36,900 10s. 3d., which the directors 
propose to deal with as follows :— 
Dividend on 43 per cent. preference shares to December 
r y о BaL" ae 
To pay a dividend at the rate of £12 per cent. for the half- 
year ended December 8181, 1901, on ordinary shares, 
making with the interim dividend paid in August, 1900, 


£11,250 0 0 


10 per cent. for the whole year.. es "m ie .. 15,000 0 0 
And to carry forward ‚+ - 10,650 10 3 
£36,900 10 8 


The City Undertaking.—The expenditure on capital account 
amounted at December 31st, 1901, to £504,257; viz. £234,257 
expended by the City undertaking, and £270,000 by the Charing 
Cross and City Electric Company, Limited, the contractors for the 
works. The progress of the business bas been most gratifying to 
the directors, and the fact that, notwithstanding the difficulties in 
giving a supply, necessarily incident upon the impossibility of com- 
pleting the City stations, current has been sold to the extent of 
40,614 argues well for the success of this undertaking. The gene- 
rating station at Bow, with machinery and plant of sufficient 
capacity to supply 225,000 8-c.p. lamps, is approaching completion. 
The trunk maius from this station to City area are completed, and 
the City will within the next few weeks be supplied from Bow. 
Distributing mains have been laid in the City to the extent of 
114 miles. The sul-stations at Fenchurch Street, Upper Thames 


Strect, and at Ludgate Hill, have been equipped with the requisite 
permanent motor-generator and battery plant, and are ready for 
furnishing supply so soon as electric energy can be transmitted 
from Bow. A fourth sub-station in Beech Street, Barbican, to 
supply the northern portions of the City is contemplated, a free- 
hold site having already been acquired and clearcd. The capacity 
for supply from these stations will, with the machinery already in 
order, be increased, before the end of the year, to 375,000 lamps, 
and, if necessary, in the year 1903, to 600,000 lamps. 51,836 lamps 
are now being supplied, and the demand continues to be satisfac- 
tory. Contracts for 20,000 lamps would have been completed 
during the Jast month had it been possible to have supplied energy, 
and negotiations are pending for 100,000 further lamps. The 
revenue account for the City undertaking shows a deficit of only 
£756 16s. 7d., which, baving regard to the shortness of the time 
over which the business has been proceeding, appears to the 
directors to be satisfactory. This is carried to the balance-sheet of 
the City undertaking, and will have to be dealt with out of future 
earnings. Mr. G. Н. Brougham Glasier and Mr. Stefano Gatti are 
the directors who retire by rotation, and, being eligible, offer 
themselves for re-election.. The auditors, Messrs. O. R. Johnson and 
Son, also retire, and offer themselves for re-election. The whole of 
the recent issues of 20,000 preference shares and 20,000 ordinary 
shares have been taken up. 


Uxbridge and District Electrie Supply Company. 


THE annual general meeting of this company was held at Uxbridge 
on Monday last week, Mr. J. F. Stilwell, J.P., in the chair. The 
directors’ report stated that good progress had been made with the 
erection of the generating station, ара’ that the laying of the mains 
throughout the compulsory area was nearly completed. Steps are 
now being taken to lay extensions of the mains on terms which the 
directors are advised will be remunerative. Arrangements are in 
progress for the wiring, at a low rental, of small houses. The 
directors have been able to let off portions of the freehold site not 
at preeent utilised for the generating station at rents which produce 
a satisfactory return on the purchase price of the entire site. The 
directors (except the managing director) have agreed to forego any 
fees until the commencement of the general public supply, and the 
secretary is also performing his duties on the same footing. The 
directors, who retire by rotation, are Alderman W. Potter and Mr. 
H. W. Couzens, who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 
The auditor, Mr. К Н. Е. Hitchens, retires, and, being eligible, 
offers himself for re-election. 

The report and accounts were approved and adopted. 

The Manacinc DIRECTOR then read his report. 

The SECRETARY reported that Mr. Max Byng, one of the directors 
of the General Electric Company (1900), had joined the board of 
this company. Mr. Potter and Mr. Couzens were unanimously 
re-elected. Мг. В. Н. Е. Hitchens, the auditor of the company, 
was likewise unanimously re-elected. | 

The proceedings terminated with a unanimous vote of thanks to 
the chairman. 


Westminster Electric Supply Corporation. 


Тн report of the directors for the year 1901, to be presented at the 
ordinary general meeting of the above company on February 26th, 
at the company's offices, states that the supply of current which, on 
December 31st, 1900, was provided for the equivalent of 469,539 
lamps of 8 с.р., had increased by December 31st, 1901, to the equi- 
valeut of 633,462 lamps, of which approximately 8,020 lamps are 
due to public lighting. At the present time there are on circuit the 
equivalent of 540,724, and applications have been received for a 
further 5,996 lamps of 8 c.P. The lenyth of roadway in which con- 
tinuous-current maius have been laid now exceeds 67 miles, making 
about 2€0 miles of ways, into which upwards of 209 miles of copper 
(strip and cable) bave been drawn. In addition, during the past 
year, three miles of trunk mains have been laid in the company's 
area to connect the stations with the Central Electric Supply 
Сотрапу'в station at St. John's Wood. These mains repre- 
sent a total of 12 miles of ways, which are estimated to be 
sufficient to carry a supply of energy to meet the Westminster 
Company's requirements for a period of 10 years. The 
publie lighting of the district urdertaken by the company has 
been proceeded with as rapidly as possible. There are now 599 
lamps erected and in circuit, and it is expected that the whole 
system will be completed before the ccronation. The directors are 
pleased to state tbat the public supply is considered to be extremely 
satisfactory. In accordance with resolutions passed at extra- 
ordinary general meetings held in December last, the directors have 
allotted the new issue of 30,000 cumulative preference shares of £5 
each to the shareholders on the register on December 4th, 1901, 
aud this capital will be expended in providing plant, mains, &c., 
necessary for the future development of the company's business, 
which is increasing in the most satisfactory manner, a larger number 
of lamps having been added during the past 12 months than in any 
year since the company commenced operations. An interim divi- 
dend, at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, for the half-year ending 
June 30th, 1901, has been distributed. After allowing for deprecia- 
tion, sinking fund, &c., the net balance available for dividend is 
£31,003 6s. 3d., out of which the board reccmmend the payment of 
a dividend at the rate of 11 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, 
for the past half-year, carrying forward a balance of £2,643. The 
continued bigh price of coal has again materially affected the 
profit& of the year, and the very great increase in rates and 
taxes has also reduced the amount available for dividend. 
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The directors therefore consider "that they may congratulate 
the shareholders on the rate of dividend .being maintained. To 
provide the necessary capital for the equipment of the Central 
Electric Company s works at St. John’s Wood, the directors have, 
jintly with the directors of the St. James's and Pall Mall Com- 
, guaranteed payment of the principal and interest on an issue 

of £250,000 4 per cent. debenture stock of the Central Electric 
Supply Company, Limited. Fo: the information of sharcholders, 
ticulars of the receipts and expenditure of that company to 
December 31st, 1901, are given. The works are being rapidly pro- 
ceeded with, and it is expected that the Central Company will be 
ready to supply energy to the Westminster and St. James’s Com- 


panies by the ensuing winter. In accordance with the articles of . 


association, two of the directors, Captain Bax and J. Browne 


election. 


— — 


The National Telephone Company. 


Tue report of the directors for the half-year ending December 3ist, 
1901, to be presented at the meeting to be held at Hamilton House 


amounts to £801,495 48. 8d., as compared with £732,093 4s. 1d. for 
the corresponding period of 1900, being aa increase of £69,402 
Os. 7d. The working expenses for the half-year amount to £444,391 
13s. 8d., a8 compared with £404,652 16s. for the corresponding period 
of 1900, being an increase of £39,738 178. 8d. The net result for 
the half-year (after deducting the Post Office Royalties, amounting 
to £73,423 28. 3d.), is a profit balance of £283,680 88. Od., ав compared 
with £255,831 5s. gd. for the corresponding period of 1900, being ап 
increase of £27,849 38. id. The rentals carried forward for unex- 
pired terms of running contracts amount to £730,624 18s. 2d., ав 
compared with £696,568 58. 7d. at the corresponding period of 1900, 
or ab increase of £34,056 12s. 7d. Out of the available balance of 
£222,566 128. shown by the net revenue account (No. 3), the board 
will recommend the payment for the half-year of а dividend at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum on the first and second 
preference shares, 5 per cent. per annum on the third preference 
shares, 6 per cent. per annum on the preferred shares and stock, and 
44 per cent. per annum on the deferred stock, being equivalent to 
5 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares now divided into 
preferred stock and deferred stock, less income-tax in all cases. 
The board also propose to transfer £100,000 to the reserve fund, aud 
to carry forward the balance of £7,316 128. Capital Expenditure.— 
The sum of £233,096 15s. 3d. bas been expended on capital account 
duriog the half-year in the erection of 6,155 additional exchange 
and private lines, and in the construction of underground works. 
The important and difficult negotiations with the Post Office relating 
to the London telephone service having resulted ina working agree- 
ment, Mr. Forbes, for domesticand other reasons, desiring to be relieved 
from the heavy care. and anxiety of the position he 80 long held as 

resident of the company, determined to resign that office: Sir 
Henry Fowler, the vice-president, was elected president, and Mr. 
Gaorge Franklin was elected vice-president. These changes involved 
some re-organisation of the board, and upon con sideration, Mr. 
Forbes decided that he would prefer to resign his seat as а director. 
The board felt that it was desirable that Mr. Forbes's great 
knowledge sud experience should be available to the company, 
aud that the shareholders would approve of the retention of Mr. 
Forbes's services in an advisory capacity. An arrangement has 
- accordingly been made with him for a period of five years, under 
which he will receive a remuneration of £1,000 per annum, with 
power to commute." 


———— 


Cambridge Electric Supply Company. 


Tar tenth annual general meeting of this company was held at the 
company's offices on Wednesday last week. Mr. D. Munsey, the 


added to the company's mains the equivalent of 3,737 8-c.P. lamps, 
making the total 34,723 The number of units supplied had been 
382,224, an increase of 24,789 units. The company, after paying all 
cbarges, and placing £750 to depreciation account, had a balance of 


£5,019 108. 4d., which, added to £38 108. 10d. brought forward from 
5.05 А \ 


168. 10d., and interest on temporary overdraft and loan (£340 
58. 3d.), had already been paid, leaving a net balance of £3,198 


dividend of 44 per cent., making, with 25 per cent. already paid, 7 
per cent. for the year. This would absorb £3,080 Os. 7d., leaving а 
balance to Carry forward, subject to fractional adjustment of 
income-tax, of £118 188. 6d. 

The total capital received up to the end of last ycar was £71,792, 

During the year they expended as capital £5,270 on machinery, 
&с., and they had acquired 5 acres of land beside the railway at 
Chesterton, at a cost of £856 188. 6d. The net revenue during the 
year was £40,715. They permitted their workmen to leave part of 
their pay in the company, and in return allowed them 5 per cent. on 
it; they now nad £340 19s. 5d. in the company. The company’s 

sition to-day was more satisfactory than it ever had been before. 

The report and accounts were carried. 

The meeting was then adjourned to allow of the attendance of 
some of the directors before the appointment of officers could be 
proceeded with. Mr. Arthur Rutter offers himself for re-election as 
auditor. The Hon. С. A. Parsons and Mr. Simpson also go out, of 
office (by rotation), but seek re-appointment, | 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


Metropolitan District Railway Company. 


TRE report of the directors for the half-year ended December 31st 
last, submitted to the meeting yesterday, states that the total 
receipts for the half-year have been £179,880; working expenses, 
£113,084. The revenue account shows & profit of £66,795, & 
decrease of £16,368. The passengers carried (exclusive of season 
ticket holders) numbered 18,554,240. The net revenue, after pay; 
ing the intereat on debentures and debenture stock, and the severa 
rent charges, leaves à balance of £10,235. This amount will only 
admit .f a payment for the half-year of a dividend on the 4 per 
cent. guaranteed stock at the rate of 15s. per cent. per annum, and 
leaves £185 to be carried forward. The company has during the 
half-year had to meet not only the competition of the Central 
London Railway, opened on July 30th, 1900, but also that of the 
electric tramways which commenced running to Acton and Kew in 
April, 1901, and were extended to Hounslow on the one hand and 
Southall on the other in July, 1901. The loss in gross passcuger 
traffic in the year 1901, as compared with 1899, reaches the serious 
figure of £53,000. At the requestof the Metropolitan District Electric 
Traction Company, the necessary notices to treat have been served 
upon the owners of the land required for the power house, and pos- 
session of some c.f the land has been secured. Arrangements ате 
now being concluded with the London and South-Western Railway 
Company for the electrical equipment of that company’s lines from 
Putney to Wimbledon, and from Turnham Green to Richmond, 
over which the District Company have running powcrs. Ealing 


aud Harrow Railway. Arrangements are being made to inst il 


forthwith upon this brauch an electrical system of traction which 
will be worked from а temporary power station. The company 
expects to bave an electrical service of trains working from Harrow 
to Mill Hill Park and thence to South Acton in September next. 
The Metropolitan Railway Compauy have let the contract for the 
construction of the Harrow and Uxbridge Railway, and those works 
are now proceeding. The important extension of the District 
Railway from Whitechapel to Bow, which is being constructed 
jointly by the company and the London, Tilbury and Southend 
Railway Company, is expected to be ready for opening in May. 
Arrangements are being made for working а service of frequent 
trains through to Fast Ham. The company also hope to carry by 
this route a very considerable goods traffic. Brompton and Picca- 
dilly Circus Railway.—Arrangements are being made with this 
company pursuant to the statutory powers for the construction of 
the decp level line of the District Company from Earl's Court to 
South Kensington authorised by the Metropolitan Distri :t Railway 
Act, 1897. The Brompton-Piccadilly Company have let tieir con- 
tracts for the construction of their railway, and are now acquiring 
the necessary land. The following Bills affecting the company's 
interests have been introduced into Parliament, and were submitted 
for approval at the company's Wharncliffe meeting : — (1) The Metro- 
politan District Railway Bill. (2) The Whitechapel and Bow Rail- 
way Bill. (3) The Metropolitan Railway Bill (4) The Charing 
Cross, Eustou and Hampstead Railway (No. 3) Bill. (5) The Great 
Northern and Straud Railway Bill. The board reports that sinoe 
the last halt-yearly meeting, Mr. J. 5. Forbes had resigned the 
position of chairman, which he bas held for the long period of 29 
years. The board desires to place on record its appreciation of the 
services which Mr. Forbes has so long faithfully rendered to the 
company. Mr. Forbes has consented to serve the company as 


advisory director for a period of four years. 


— 


Edwards Air Pump Syndicate. 


Tur report of the directors for 1901, to be presented to the meeting 
to-day, states that the royalties booked during tbe 12 months show 
an increase of over 10 per cent. on the previous year. The expendi- 
ture of the vear shows А slight increase ot £95. The steady expan- 
sion of the pusiness of the syndicate continues both in respect to 
marine pumps and pumps for land instellations, the former repre- 
senting 58 per cent. and the latter 42 per cent. of the total number 
of pumps booked. <A very satisfactory feature of the past year has 
been the large increase in the number of pumps built under license 
abroad. The pump has now been fitted for the condensing plants 
of over 60 of the most important electrical stations in the United 
Kingdom. Numerous inquiries are being received from South 
Africa and Australia. More tban 1,450 pumps are now at work or 
in course of construction. The balance on the revenue accouut for 
the year amounts to £2,171, aud adding the balauce carried forward 
from last year, £375, there 18 together £2 547. The directors pro- 
pose applying this balance as follows To siuking fund account for 
redemption of cost of acquiring patents, £1,250 ; to pay а dividend 
of 5 per dent. on the called-up capital, £1,050 ; leaving to be carried 
forward £247. f , 


——ß — 


Scarborough Electric Supply Company. 


Тнк annual report shows that the company has 702 consumers? 
which is an increase of 110. The total revenue has been £8,847, 
as compared with 27,788. The accounts show that after placing 
£600 to depreciation account the balance available for dividend is 
£4,119, from which the directors recommend а dividend of 7 per 
cent. Itis added that further capital will be required in 1902, but 
probably not to so large an extent as in 1901. Alluding to the pro- 

osed introduction of tramways into the borough, the report states 
that if satisfactory arrangements can be entered into with the pro- 
moters the enterprise will be of advantage to the company, whose 
interests arc having the careful attention of the directors. 
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Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the under-mentioned to be quoted in the Official List:—City of 
London Electric Lighting Company, Limited— £200,000 44 per cent. 
с debenture stock, in lieu of the provisional certificates now 
quoted. 


The Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply. 


Corporation.—Dividend warrants on the 4} per cent. preference 
shares of this corporation were posted to the shareholders on 
February 15th. 


The Brush Electrical Engineering Company.—The 
transfer books of the first debenture stock will, in view of interest 
payable on March 1st, 1902, be closed from February 17th, 1902, to 
March 1st, 1902. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—'Tbe receipts for the week ending Feb. 
14th were £517; corresponding week last year, £531; decrease, £17. Total 
to date, £8,577; corresponding period last year, £3,£93; increase £454, 
Miles of track open, 103. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for tbe week ending 
February l^th were £188; corresponding week t year, £186; increase, 
£2. Total receipts to date, £1,021; corresponding period last year, £9:0; 
increase, £71. 


Bristol Tramways 
February lith were £8,680; corresponding peri 
crease, £306. 


and Carriage Ccmpany.—The receipts for the week ending 
last year £3,574; in- 


Central London Railway.— The receipts for the week ending Feb. 15th were 
46,732; corresponding week last year, 26,181; increase, £€01. Total 
receipts to date, £46,145; corresponding period last year, £42,838; in- 
crease, £3,307. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Feb. 16th were £3,144; corresponding week last year, £2,047; increase, 
£1,097. Total receipts to date (J weeks), £21,312; corresponding period last 
year, £14,081; increase, £7,228. Miles open, 6}; last year, 43. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending February 7th :— 


Comparison | 
with corres- No |, | Aggregate. 


Amount ponding week JJC SPENCER RE T 
£ 


Company. | of lus year. | weeks. Amount. pa or Dec. 
| £ „& | E £ 

77 eae EF ; 5 
Croydonꝰ l | 601 ; 452 — | һ | 3,492 2,254 | — 
Devonport .. Si 810 — — m 2,085 — — 
Dudley Stourbridge 5x0 171 — f 3.224 629 — 
Gateshead .. — . 629 — — | 5 3,349 — = 
Greenock-Pt.Glasgow, 357 190 — 54 1,896 958 - 
Hartlepool .. "A 151 4 — 72 9 0 " | = 
Kidderminster T 81 12 | — , Sh 463 48 E 
Merthyr so ees dH, E жа” кшш ni 977 as Je 
Oldham—Ashton .. 444 54 — | 51 | 2,406 — 
Poole oe ae ee | 150 | CX | е i 54 i 931 — — 
Potteries - .. 1395 217 | == 51 7,165 £05 | = 
Southport .. ..; 113 20 — 53 635 98 = 
South Staffordshiret | 662 105 — 51 3,716 218 ae 
Swansea «s ss 315 3835 | — 54 2,'05 164 , — 
Taunton ee ee | 48 Е | TIS 51 270 | === | — 
Tynemouth ..  .. 170 = — 59 9786 ЖЫ Шеки 
Wolverhampton Dist. 117 en = 54 | (00 ; 381 | = 

| 


* Partly horse. t Partly steam. Р 

Dover Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending February 
15th were £119 бв. Od.; corresponding week last year, £131 Ss. 11d.; in- 
crease, £17 17s. Id. Total to dace, £1.123 13s. 10d. ; corresponding period 
last year, £1,058 13: Id.: increase, £65 0s. 9d. Miles of track open, 8. Car 
miles run, 1902, 5,078; 1901, 4,953. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending February 
lith were ак follows:—D.U.T. Co., £3,014 63. 3d.; D.8.D. Co., £609 10s. 10d.; 
total, £2,625 173. Id.: corresponding week last year—D.U.T. Co., 43.102 
12s. 5d.; D.8.D. Co., £672 48. 11d.; total, £3,774 178. 41.: decrease, £119 0з. За. ; 
agcregate to date, £25,665 29. öd.; Лаві year, £24,711 53. 8d.; increase, 
£973 163. Od. Mileage worked 46. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending February 
6th were £1,118; corresponding week last year, £1,209; decrease, £40, 
Total to date £9,446; corresponding period last усаг, £10,337 ; decrease, 
£891. Miles open, 6 miles 57 chaine. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

A SHARP burst of flatness in the Каћг Market of the Stock 
Exchange, induced by over-speculation, bas brought about a feel- 
ing of depression in nearly all departments. Consols have a special 
cause for weakness in the prospect of renewed Government borrow- 
ing, and the Home Railway section is by no means checred with 
the companies’ reports, telling of increased charges in nearly all 
departments with the exception of coal. Electrical stocks and 
shares are content to mark time, and there is no striking movement 
o report in either direction. Central London Deferred is five 


points lower, the exact amount of the dividend deducted on 
February 13th being 4 per cent. 


It appears that something will have to be done, and that shortly, 
to cope with the question of ventilation in the “ Twopenny Tube." 
The directors are giving the subject their earnest consideration, ar: d 
since they will have to study pretty closely the Board of Trade's 
recommendations as to fresh rolling stock—perbaps even new per- 
manent way—it is to be hoped that the rcforms can be carried out 
simultaneously. But while this chance of more capital expenditure 
із in the air, we should not prees the investor to buy any of its 
stccks but Central London Preferred, which is a little lower this 
week. Waterloo and City, now e» dividend, is marked down a 
point, without bringing any more stock into the market. Great 
Northern and City Preferred are strong at 85 upon extensive Con- 
tinental purchases. | 


In the electric traction department Anglo-Argentines are a little 
easier at 4%, but Cape Electrics at 2,*; have hardened on the week. 
A fair number of orders in Tramway Debenture stocks have come in, 
and business is passing in Brisbane Electric 44 per cent. Debenture 
at 104, in British Electric Traction 5 per cent. Debenture at 1271, 
in Buenos Аугеғ and Belgrano 5 per cent. at 1033, while Calcutta 
4% per cent. Debenture commands 106, the shares of this last being 
at 134. Of course, the feature of the week is the heavy slamp in 
London General Ompibus stock, which has receded nearly 20 points 
on the lamentably bad report, showing that the concern earned a 
profit of only £2,205 for the final half of last year, a decline of 
over £45,000 as compared with the similar period of the Jtbilee 
year. At the Road Car Company's meeting on Tuesday, the chair- 
man vigorously inveighed against Tubes" as means of passenger 
Iccomotion, declaring that they should be used for goods only. 


When the City of London Electric dividend appeared at the 
rate of 5 per cent., it was found that all good effect which it might 
otherwise bave had, had been discounted beforehand, and the same 
remark applies to the other electrical companies which have issued 
good reports, as, for instance, the Brompton and the Westminster. 
The former undertaking, which has increased its dividena from 
6 to 8 per cent., shows nothing of sensational brilliance in its 
figures, and tha number of customers during the year has only 
been increased by 385. The revenue is advancing slowly, but very 
steadily. The Westminster Company has had special expenses in 
its coal and rates bills, but seeing that it will be in the thick cf 
Coronation illuminations, the outlook is as bright as that of ап 
elecfric lighting company ought to be. St. James's and Pall Mall 
are er dividend. Edmundson's of both classes arc up to £6 middle, 
and Charing Cross Preference remain uncbanged despite the 
deduction of the dividend. 


The National Telephone Company's report, considering the 
stirring times through which the concern has lately passed, is a 
deadly dull document. The profit goes on expanding, but there is 
hardly any reference to the probable position of the company when 
its license shall expire. The prices of the stocks are, if anything, 
somewhat lower on the week. The Deferred is quoted at 60 to 63 
and the Preferred at 97 to par. There is no recordable change in 
other telephore descriptions, which keep steady. 


The Telegraph market is sinking into insignificance again, and 
after the smart reactionary rise which took place earlier in this 
month, a pause has been called. Prices, however, do not show any 
particular inclination to ease off, except in the Anglo-American 
group. Direct United States shares are ] down; the Anglo 
varieties are also slightly lower, after making allowance for the 
dividends. Signor Marconi is making himself so conspicuous over 
the pending visit of the German Crown Prince to the United States 
that some revivalof tne wireless telegraphy nervousness is being felt. 
Eastern Ordirary displays no change, and it is thought that the 
reduction of the cable rate will result in so much additional business 
that its effect will be only good. 


In the Miscellaneous section, a 20s. rise in Henley's has lifted 
the shares to 18!, ard it is rather surprising that Callender's 
should not have followed suit so far. Тһе two con- 
cerns are now nearer amalgamation than ever they were. British 
Insulated Wire are pursuing their usual erratic course, and are up 
again to £10 this week on fresh reports аз to an avrecment with the 
Telegraph Manufacturing Company. The manufacturing depart- 
ment, on the wholc, is steady, with little business doing to move 
quotations in either direction. 


The rew Dudley, Stourbridge and District Debenture issue, 
fathered by the British Electric Traction Company, appeals to a 
certain class of investor, but there is not likely to be much market 
in the stock. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL OOMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


Present Closing a 
. Feb. 18th Feb. 10th 
1902. 
Highest. | Lowest 
82,390 African Direct sabe i ap 4 y 4 Debs. eee eee 99 —1С3 PD eee 
25,000 | Amazon Telegraph Co.’s shares, Nos, 1 to 95, 000 . - 3i— 4i ase T 
119,700?) Amason hr in en Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. 995 70 — 80 788 | 784 
804,720 Anglo-American ph eee eee eee eee eee 51 xad 63 504 “ee 
3,097,640 го до. 6 y 4 Pref 09 өөө eee 953 те 963 95 928 
8,097,640 do. Deferred өөө eee 0 8 — 84 8-3 8 
44,000 | Ohili 8 сов 1 to 44,000 ... „ө - А 314— 4 TA "S 
Commercial Oabl eve 165 —170 E) ED 
141029] Ро. ° Blerling 500 year 4 4% Deb Stock Red. 96 — 99 98 . 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph eee 000 eee 5 — 6 TD ses 
6,000 Do. 10% Pref. eee 9 00 coe eee eee — 14 eee eee 
Direct Spanish egraph eve mr) eee eee 00 — 4 ГО cee 
6,000 Do. do. 10 Oum. Pref. ... eee eee 84 — 9 ses eee 
80,0002 Do. do, 44 Debs. Ir eee eee 98 —102 cee 
60,7101 Direct United States Oable 104 — 10i m 
101,8002| { Direct West India Cable, 431% Ber. Phe) 100 99 —102 . 
4,000,000 * € eve 00 134 —139 1374 134 
1,930,807 art Pref. Btock je 96 — 92 914 | 904 
— HE OD mE ph „ 132 13 
an = Ys 
820,000 EC 4 % Deb. ЖЕ 109 —114 ie des 
800,0001 Mastern and South Б Telegraph, 4 9 Mor Deb. 99 —102 
Do. t. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1-00: 100 —103 % |100 —103 i6 i 
190,227 Globe "logra I - е 94— 10 9$ — 10 xd} ЭҢ 94 
6 Ф Pref. eee СІІ) 133 — 141 134 — 14 xd 144 13? 
150,000 Great Northern Telegraph, of 28 — 30 | 28 — 30 sa in 
Halifax and Bermuda Oable, 4j 95 1st Mort. nr) 100 99 -103 | 9) —103 
within Nos. to кор, Red. 
London Telegraph, 6 $1 Debs. . oe ee eee eee 102 —105 102 = 105 
Montevideo он [| Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. 24 [II | +— i 4— i e 
do. 5 Y Pref., Nos. 1 to 96,492 5 a 1— 1 I— 1 
National Telephone, 1 to 590,000 0 eee (Ir) * 5 5 5 % 3§— 34 38 — 3i 
Do. 6 Cuma. 1st Pret. sec 0 ee 6 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 
Do. 6 % Oum. 2nd Pref. ... 6 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 
Do. 5 % Non-cum. 8rd Pref., 1 to 950,000 b b 5 4$— 5 42— 5 En 
Orien ephone ec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully 5 6 д —1 — 1 jx 
Pacific and European Tel., 4 Y Guar. Debs., 1 to T^ ии Кай weh: 99 —102 |99 —102 |... | .. 
Beuter's eee eee oe өөө voo eee чә ee 5 % 5 % 7 — 8 7 — 8 eee 
Bubmarine Cables [T I) oe eee * eee eoe 119 —125 118 —124 eee 
United River Plate hone - ses ass née 7 V . 4$ — bł 42— bł ер 
Do. до. 5 % Сиш. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 s. 4t— 5 44— 5 в 
Do. do. 5% Debs. .. ... 102 —105 102 —105 ри 
West African Telegraph, 5 Y Debs.... 100 —103 [100 —103 ses 
West ыо of America, Nos. 1—80,000 and 58,001—53,008 à— 3— ee "m 
Do. 4 y А Debs, 1—1, by Bras. Sub. Bub. Tel. 99 —102 99 —102 one eos 
Western ra Telegraph т Nos. 1 "207 930 aes , e 13 — 134 | 13 — 133 138 | 133 
Debs. 2nd series, 1906 i 102 —105 |102 —105 й "E 
do. 4 Deb. Red.. 100 —103 |100 —103 i 
West India and Panama Telegraph .. 0 TT. f— 2 6— i1 e 
Do. do. do. 1st Pref. .. 1 6 | 5- 6 51 
Do. do. do. 6 & Oum. 2nd Pref... 3à— 44 | 34— 43 
Do do do * & Debe. Nos. 1 to 1.800 100 .. heo —103 1170 - 103 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. eee 1 [1T] oe TES — 8— § m eee 
a rM 419, ist Deb. Book, Prov. Certa. 100 DET c 2 — ш "M ш 
рюп & Elec, Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 5 6 8 93— 9 — 9 98 91 
Oharing чары Btrand NHiootriciy 7 Y Саш. eee 5 * 9 * “9 а 51 84 — ol 91 b.. 
and eee . 5 9 10 — 9 8 — 9 9 9 
do. do. do. 444 Cum. Pret. 5 (I ese eee 51— 52 51— 5ixd 5} 53. 
250,000 Do. do. do. 45 Deb. Stock Red. | 100 | ... 82 103 —105 103 —105 1044 | 1034 
34,000 |*Ohelses Electricity Supply, „ Б|6%|54% | .. 5 — 5 — 54 52 5i 
do. ү Deb. Btook Bed. . Btock coe ove eee 109 —112 1C9 —112 1113 1092 
City of London Electric Lighting, Ord. 40,001—110,579... | 10 | 4 @ 0 Ў 5 | 9%— 104 | 9%- 104 | 10 | 9H 
Do. 6 ,000 . 10 6 6 . | 12 — 18 12 — 13 - = 
Do. 5% Deb. Stock, Berip. (i (ise. at £115) all paid ede] oe |. 28 —128 |123 —198 i 
Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all 100| .. | a |... [101 —104 |101 —104 н 
Oounty of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. . Ord. 1— 10.000 10 |4 4 7 mr 8i— 9 8)— 9j 9} 
Do. do. do. 6 % Pref., 40,001—60,000 | 10| 6% | 6 u. |12 — 18 | 13 — 13 mod ov 
Do. 43 9 Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs (all paid) Rd... | «| . |... | .. |106 —109 106—109 | 108} | 1073 
Edmundson's Oorp., Ord. Bhares 00е eee eae 5 6 Ф 7 у 4 eee 53— 01 6 NE 63 see ec 
Do. do. 6 96 Cum. Pref. ° eve I ooo TP — є} 6 — 64 6} ec 
Do. do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. 100 | .. . |105 —108 |105 —108 isi - 
Kensington and Knightsbridge Electro, Ord. — ... 5 .. *. | 11 — 12 11 — 12 as i 
do. do. 4 % с ч Stock een see 1 "AES d eee 
London Electric Bupply Corporation, 3 [IIl 0 (ry) 1 — 1 1 1 see 
Do. do. . do. 6 V Pref. 5 eos . TT 4— 5 4— 5 ee 
Do, до. do. 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Rd. Воск ... . | 95 —100 | 95 —100 i : 
98,769 | Metropolitan Electric Supply, 101 to 62,500 10 5 „ 6 | ... | 154— 163 | 1*4— 164 15? 153 
Do. Mortgage Debentare вок а. * 111 —115 111 —115 ae vis 
250,0007 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . eon s.e 93 —101 98 — 101 eee eae 
8,652 N Hill Electric hting eon eee 10 7 7 eee 15 — 16 15 EX 16 153 15% 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall zT Light, Ord. TR 5 14% 14125 144195 | 154— 164 15 — 16 xd 155. 
20,000 Do. do. Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 7 7 7% | 8&— 94 8 — 9xd| 8 T 
150,0002 Do. do. 3 Deb. Btock Red. [IIl 100 [III eee eee 97 —100 98 — 101 ee 
12,000 Bmithfield Market Elect. Supply, coe eee эө 5 ee oe oe 13— 24 12 == 23 113 ee 
60,0003 do. 4 Deb. eee e, | 100 oe II T. 80 — 90 80 — 90 xd es TT 
Bouth London Electricity 9 eee eee eee 5 aoe өөө ee 2 =т= 21 2 = 24 ee 
и ect tọ Founders Shares, on Liv 
Subject to 6 erpool Stock i bang toed = 1619 


siccus coor ated ail dar ers Шур, age tae inet past of ono poar nad the ата part ¢ 
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SHARE LIST OF 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. — Continued. 


Present Stock Dividends for Closing Closing Bonnes done : 
198: Ken gnare, the last three years. | Lebach. Feb. 19the Feb 19,1 1902. ! 
1899. | 1900, | 1901. V 
20 000 British Aluminium 5 Oum. Pref. eee ee. ees - eee 10 soe eee eee 41— 51: 44 — ees eee 
300,000 Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. e. Stock) ,., 825 S. | 88 — 92 88 — 92 89 | .. 
62,07 1 | British Electric Traction s әз és sei » | 101 8% 9G . | 14 — 15 14 — 15 14% 143, 
92,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. " [II eee eee 10 eee TT) eee 124 — 13 124 — 123 128 12 
600,0002 Do. do. 5 B Perpetual Debenture Stock ... |Btock| ... $us .. |126 —129 |126 —129 1271 | 126% 
70,000 British Insulated Wire Ord. eee ee eee ooe eee 5 20 % 15 % ° 84 hu 94 91— 103 ee eee 
70, 000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. tee eee 5 eee sec I» 5#— 64 5# — 63 oe ooo 
50, 000 «| Browett, € & Co. 1899), Ord. coe £1 TI 8 $ eae — 1 i— 1 ee eee 
50, 000 q 6 96 Cum. Pret. TP TP £1 "P 6 TT 20s. to 21s. 20a. to 218. oe өөө 
105,731 Brush Elec. 3 „ Ота, 1 to 105,731 .. iss " 2| 54 b & ies 18— 16 1à— 18 E ai 
150,000 Do. Ў Non-cum. 6 & Pref. . T ТУ 2| 6 6 ; 2— 2} 2— 2} ivi 
125,0691 Do. do. 44 b. Btock ivi .. |Stock| ... is 102 —105 |102 — 105 26 
125,000! | . Do. do. 44% P . 2nd Deb. Stock .. (Stock! .. vs 97 —1C0 97 —10) n Я 
$0,000 Callender's Cable Construction „Nos. 1—30, 00 5/15 9 15 € 165 — 174 | 16$ — 171 174 | 17 
40, 000 Do. do. Я 5 % Cum. Pref. ee 5 eve T TI 51— 6 51— eee mI 
90,0007 Do. do. 4% 951st Mort. Deb. Stock Bed ... |Stock| |. " *. 111 —115 111 —115 " 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock is is Stock .. ея 4 % |106 —109 |103 - 106 xd| 1054 | 1^4 
440,100 Do. do. 4% Pref. Stock .. T Stock ... я 4 % |106 — 109 [103 - 106 xd| 1052 | 104% 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do ө .. [Stock] .. m 4 95/1106 —109 101 — 104 xd| 104 102 
855,000 d and Beuth London Railway  .. .. Stock 11 12%] 2 65 — 63 65 — 68 68 664 
. 47,500 | Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22,501 to 70, 000 .. ; 10] ... ses ev 64— 6? 6 — 64 bor $i 
64,000 Draven б Чо, Ри 3 14 Mos EN diis: " т 3| 1% 89% . 3 — 8i 3 — 3% 31| . 
1 ort, to о о 
100,0007 £100, and 901 to 11, 000 of £50 red 0 ee ee е 99 —104 99 —104 fo eee eee 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lgt., A“ shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 5| 6 24% — 1— d s "és 
17,139 Do. do. do. i MON 01—017,199 ... 51 6 2495 2— 3 2— 3 e ds 
844,023! Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red .. | 100 | ... és 78 — 88 78 — 83 ds iss 
100,0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. aor gap Sn 100 = 83 — 88 83 — 88 * T 
118, 100 | Tlectrio Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... aa 216% 6% 11— 2 11— 2 ; m 
31,39) Do. do. 1 Cum. Pref., 1 to 31 ‚390... T 2| ... ds 23— 3 24— 3 a " 
182, ‚5001 Do. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock ... Stock : А 97 —101 | 97 —101 : ae 
18,000 General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Cum. Pref. ... is ..| 10 9? —104 92— 103 i T 
150,000 Do. do. 4 % Mort. Deb T .. Stock Vos .. | 99 —102 99 — 102 85 > 
35,000 Henley's (W. E) Telegraph Works, Ord. ... -— bes 5 15 20 9| .. 17 — 18 18 — 19 183 | 178 
$5,000 Do. do. 4$ % Pref 5 44 4496| ... — 6 51— 6 as ieee 
50,0001 Do. do. 41 Mort. Deb. Btock... Stock ias .. |112 —116 |112 —116 d ; 
50,000 India-Rabber, aua Padi and Telegraph Works oo. | 10) 16 $ . *. | 21 — 22 21 — 32 21H| 2113 
300,000; Do. do. do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb... ... | 100 . . {100 —103 100 —103 985 ses 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ...  .. id i 10 3% 319, 127 54— 58 |5- бр А oes 
10,000 f Do. до. Pref., £10 paid ska А 10 kiss "s 11{ — 133 | 11 — 214 . sie 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, vg Noa. 1 to А 500 ... О. же e. | 16Q— 164 | 154—164 ET 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref.. sis av] 4 |. 6 $ „ 19/- to 20/- 
87,350 | Telegraph сеш ноп апа {епапсе ... „| 192 | 16 175% 20 %| 37 — 40 37 — 40 33% | 38 
150,000? Do. 4 95 Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 oe | 100 | ... i *. |102 —104 102 —104 те aes 
25,000 Telegraph мало Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... 5 | 12 12 $! ... 104— 114 | 10j— 114 385 
20,000 A 5 % Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000... | 5 СА | 6 51— 6 | 
40,0001 Waterloo and oi; Bailway, Ord. Stock ... si r 100 | 3 E. 3% 3 9% 92 - 95 91 — 94 xd 93} 928 


t Quotations op Liverpool 8tock Exchange. 


Nationa! Hlectrio 


е From Rirmirehsm Bhare Lists 


| CHEMICALS. &о. 


a Acid, Hydrochloric 


. per x 


a „  Nitrio .. per cwt,| 
a „ Oralic per owt, 


a Sulphuric ,. "s 


a Ammoniac, Sal. per owt., 
a Ammonia, Muriate (orystal) . per ton | 
a . perton | 
a Bleachin powder А per ton 
a Bisulphide of were - . per ton | 
a Borax e „„ per ton | 
= Bensole 00 ) „ рет gal. 
jo: ә . per gal. | 
a а Copper rie .. рег ton | 
a Lead, Nitrate . per ton 
a „ White Sugar . per ton 
a „ Peroxide .. per ton | 
a Methylated Bpirit per gal. 


a Naphtha, Solvent (90% at 160^ C). 


. рег owt, 


per gal, 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks.. per lb, 
a " Caustic (75/8096) per ton | 
" Bisulphate ә per ton 
a a Shellac T per owt. 
a Sulphate of Magnesia . +» рег ton 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers «+ per ton | 
a " раа per ton 
a Lu ee T per ton 
a Bcda, Caustic E white 70%) .. per ton 
a „ Crystals es рег ton | 
a Bichromate, свака per lb 
METALS, &c. 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton 
" Wire, in ton lots рег ton | 


Sheet, in ton lots 
Babbitt’ s metal ingots.. 


Tube (brazed) 
n „ (solid drawn) 
„ Wire, basis 
в Copper Tubes (braszed) 
(solid drawn) , 
2 Соррег Bare (bess selected) 


І в Messrs. G. — Oo. 
b The British Alominloni Co., Led 
e Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Bons, 


Quotasi 
sopplied byl @ Mesar. F. W 


e Mesere. Frederick 


| 
А - ^« | 
| 


per ton | 


per ton 


& Bona. 
Smith &,Co. 


Wiring, 17/6 paid, 4—2 


1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Consolidated Telephone Construction ard Maintenance 2/-—4J- 


€ From Manchester Share Liat. 


| This mui L ast week. 


Inc, or Deo. 


£148 
£224 
£191 


£191 


b | 
р per ton 4 Lv ume! ат», to Jes 
e Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12" basis per Ib, | | 
с 
е 
є 


А M esera 


2s. inc. 


/ india · Rubber, G.-P. ‘and п 
James й Einen бо., Lid. 


ES 


Meere. Walter B. тоне еу ё Oe. 


Өрө Азю, and Paes Electric 20 


§ From Bradford Share List. 


„ Ord., 
Pail pd. ит- 


Bank rate of dicun t3 rer cent (February 6th. 1902). 


| MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, February 19th. 
METALS, &о. — 


g Copper а а e+ per ton £71 
9 n Rod .. per ton £71 
s " Electrolytic) Bars . per ton £63 
é 90 90 Sheets . рег ton £75 
EB " " Rod per ton £68 
< H.C. Wire per Ib. | ва 
f Ebonite Rod. T «+ per Ib, | ùj- 
и Sheet - «+ per lb. 5/- 
n German Silver Wire .. per lb, 1/6 
h Gutta-percha fine .. . per lb. B/- 
h India-rubber, Para fine per lb. 8/1 to 8/2 
1 Iron, Charcoal Sheets per ton| £18 
(„ Pig (Cleveland wan ants) . рег ton 47/10 
é , Forgings, according to size per top From £11 | 
4 Scrap, heavy. „ per ton 47/6 to e 
„ Wire, galvanised No. 8 . per tor £9 & 
g Lead, English Ingot „ per tor 
g Bheet .. per ton 41810 
m Manganin Wire No. 28 . per lb. 8J- 
g Mercury .. perbot. #8 15 
d Mica (in original cases), small . per Ib. Bà. to 9d. 
" " " medium per Ib. | 1/9 to 2/9 | 
а » large .. per lb, 8/8 to 7/8 
р Phosphor Bronze, plain castin per Ib. |11} d. to 1/2 
p " rolled bars & ro = per lb, | 1/- to 
p „ сете per lb, | From L2 
0 Platinum per oz, #4 1 
p Silicium Bronze Wire ° per lb, | 10d. to 1/ 
í Steel, Magnet, aco'd'ng to deso’ p n per ton| From #16 
Ó a » ір bare | £5 e^ 
18 
g Tin, block . per don 77 19 v 
g „ foil s * ee per Ib. 1/6 
mn „ wire, Nos. 1 to 16 ee por lb. 1/6 
p White Anti- friction Motala — — | 
" White Ant brand. per ton 285 to £66 
j Yarns, 3/108 Grey Goon. on * ла рег 1р, ы. 
j „ біеа. Maz .. per lb, 
j „ Bply 10 Iba, Russian per lb, 4153. 
j » 19108, Russian, single .. per ld. 414. 
{ " 189 ibs, Juse rove. рег ton 410 9 6 
Zino, 80“. (Vielle Montagne vnd. | £22 


per ton | 


| This ‘mane Last weal: Inc. œ Dec, 


| 45/74 


49 5 


£12 2 6 to 411 15 to 
| £195 411176 


5i- 
£B 15 
| Bà. vo vd 


„ Works 


b Messrs. Morris loved à Oan Lad 


m Messrs, W. CL A 
n Messrs. P. Ormiston & 
o Messrs. Johnson, 4 27 0. Gon ГАЗ 


dec, 


ә 
28 


. 244 ine, 


47/6 to 50/- 


78. 6d. inc. 


£8 10 ine, 


Р The Phosphor Bronse C ompaiiy, Lea, 


tion, but is quickly resumed. From the moment the shock begins 
THE DESTRUCTIVE AND LETHAL BFFECTS there is temporary inhibition of the heart’s action accompanied by 


OF HIGH-PRESSURE . CURRENTS. T a fall in the blood pressure. After exposure to & non-lethal cur- 


rent of brief duration, both normal heart beat and blood pressure 


— — 
are soon recovered. Consecutive to diminution of the bl 
By Ds. MARGARET A. CLEAVES. pressure and disturbance of the cerebral circulation, more OF less 
syncope frequently occurs, but this is gradually recovered from and 
(Continued from page 76.) normal circulation is re-established. When a large portion of the 


all others in which current traverses the brain (head and back of neck contact, for 
example) the underlyiog sensory-motor centres of the brain may be 
stimulated to such а degree that in а few moments one or more 
general convulsions, quite similar in many respects to an epileptic l 
fit, may be produced. If syncope had not been induced previously 
ampere in the latter instance. His conclusions are embodied in the by the cerebral апета resulting from the lowering of the blood 
following sammary pressure and disturbed heart action, the onset of a general convul- 
el e the whole body sion in all probability would be accompanied by complete loss of 


“1. Industrial ectric currents which travers : А : J 
transversely or longitudinally in sufficient intensity kill because consciousness. Loss of consciousness 13 not confined to fatal cascs, 


&brillar contraction of the heart is produced and not,as has been and the longer 1t continues the less danger is there to life. It rarely 


hitherto surmi d, b roduci total lveis of that organ or persists longer than a few minutes, but may be followed by head- 
itherto surmise, OY Р pene aa te Bt ree ache for several days— possibly by vertigo. In Cases Nos. 2 and 8 


(see tabulated list of accidents) loss of consciousness Was prolonged, 
and in No. 8 not completely recovered from for 94 hours. It is 
very rare that sensory or motor paralysis appears as а result of an 
electric shock. In Case 2 (see tabulated list of accidents) there 


UNNINGHAM'S experiments, in common with 
these points have been observed, show that a greater amperage is 
necessary to produce death when the current traverses the supreme 
nerve centres than when it traverses the heart. In his experiments, 
the relations were 1:1 to 1°6 in the former аз against 0:3 to 0:65 


“д. Such currents neither kill the central nervous system outright 
nor paralyse it instantaneously. Death of the nervous system from 
such currents is due to the total anemia following & sudden arrest 


Case 21 both sensory and motor paralysis. Convulsions sometimes 
occur and secm to bear a relation to the contacts. If the energy 
is expended upon the supreme centres they are more apt to appear. 
In Case No. 2 (tabulated list of accidente) the man was blind for 45 
pat the medul- minutes, delirious for several hours, and for several hours unable to 
speak. In No. 7 the pupils were observed to be dilated—a condi- 


cerebro-cervical portion of the nervous system in considerable 
intensity and for а considerable length of time, it may kill by 
asphyxia consequent to more or less complete inhibition of the 


respiratory centre is paralysed ог killed in such conditions. 

4 4. Industrial currents are practically non-lethal to frogs and 
turtles, as the condition of fibrillation quickly and spontaneously 
disappears from their hearts after the current has ceased to pass. 
Such animals, of course, can be killed by the very prolonged appli- 
cation of а current of moderate intensity, or by one of enormous 
voltage and large intensity. | 


In most cases no permanent ill effects appears to follow an 
electric shock. On the other hand, Case 10 (tabulated references) 
claimed to feel better in general health " than before. This is not 
an unreasonable statement in view of the physiological action of an 
electric current in a therapeutic dose. 


«p. Strong electrical currents applied to the gurface of the skin The following case, however, euggests the possibility of the 


affect the heart in the same manner as currents of less strength do development of traumatic neuroses from electric shock in common 
lied directly to the exposed heart. with other forms of injury: A workman while at work on 8П 


“6, It may be possible for an electric current of enormous intensity electric transformer, standing OD A perfectly dry floor, received а 
and electromotive force to produce instantaneous death either by its shock of 3,000 volts, with 100 interruptions per second. He lost 
disruptive action or by producing an instantaneous heat coagulation consciousness for 20 or 30 minutes, and then he was able to get up 
of the cellular constituents of the body. Industrial currents do not and walk to the carriage. For about two months he was treated for 
kill instantly, although as 8 result of their action death rapidly burns which he had received, and recovered sufficiently to resume 
occurs. The experience of individuals who have recovered from his work. Soon afterward he developed a neurosis associated with 
gevere electric shock indicates that such а mode of death is not а hysteria and neurasthenis. He presented a concentric narrowing 

inful one. of the field of vision, clonus of the patella, irregularity of the pulse, 


«7. Spontaneous recovery of the dog's heart from fibrillation pro- increased reflex action and muscular irritability, vaso-motor dis- 


duced by strong currents is rare. Spontaneous recovery of the dog's turbances and weakness of the extremities. In other words, this 
heart from fibrillation and restoration of the arrested circulation was a typical case of traumatic neurosis developing several months 
after the external application of а strong current for two or three after the injury. : 

seconds ap not to exist. The patient finally recovered under bromides, massage, and 


wg. Artificial recovery of the fibrillating heart of the dog, with electricity.” M - ЖЕ 
restoration of the circulation and recovery of the nervous system. Post-mortem Findings.— The post-mortem findings in death from 
can be accomplished by the method described in this paper, pro- electricity present. fairly uniform conditions: 


vided the duretion of the shock is short and the procedure is begun 1. Rigor mortis is always quickly established. Tatum found it 
immediately after the cessation of the current.” generally established in the second or third hour, but 1t occurred in 


Clinical Manifestations in Electric Shock.—As the result of electric pO minutes in one instance. It was established in every instance 


shock in both animals and man there are distinguished five stages without any relation that could be traced to the streagth of the 
of effects: Muscular contractions ; clonic convulsions; tonic con- current. It was never absent where it was sought for, and pre 


vulsions with momentary stoppage of respiration ; general inhibi- sented nothing noteworthy in its character save promptnces of 
tion of respiration and of the nervous system, but without appearance. 


convulsion; and lastly, complete stoppage of the heart's action. 2. ‘The extent of injury to the skin in electrical injuries and 
When а strong current is brought to bear проп the subject there is fatalities varies greatly. The points of penetration of the current 
a strong tetanic contraction. Sometimes, not always, when the are always evidenced by burns of greater or less degree. The place 


circuit is broken, а deep respiration takes place followed by an of exit is 


expiratory сгу. In the tabulated list? of accidents it is noticed in entrance. The evidences of burning may be very well marked ог 
but one instance (Case 4). they may be, оп the contrary, very slight ; and they are by no 


Cunningham describes the clinical manifestations in a case of means proportional to the gravity of the accident—dependivg as 
electric shock of which he was а witness. An electrician who was they do upon the condition of the skin, whether moist or dry, 88 


on the point of removing defective brush from the motor of а well ав upon the nature and duration of the contacte, In Case 
trolley car was partially beneath the car, with his right hand on the No. 6 (see tabulated list of accidents)— pressure not giver, death 
a live rail; instautaneous— 2 small blister only was found on the left index 


brush, when һе inadvertently rested his left hand on oce : 
immediately his muscles became tetanic and he was thrown back- finger, while in Case 14 (contact with а 2,000- volt continuous cur- 


ward in an instant, thus severing his connections with the live con- 


tacts. Syncope occurred in & few moments, and during its burned off. Intense cutaneous congestion and patches of ecchy mosis 

continuance the respirations were at frst rather rapid, later possibly are often found (see Cases 5 and 6, tabulated references). 

a little slower and shallower than normal. His pulse was very soft, . As to the heart. Tatum found that if the body was opened 

rapid, and slightly irregular, but soon consciousness returned. le immediately after a sudden death the heart was always found to be 

then vomited once and was able to get up by himself, though he in a lax condition, both ventricles distended with blood, and both 

А complained of feeling extremely weak. The next morning he auricles pulsating rhythmically. if the examination was delayed a 
stated that the prostration had persisted for about two hours and quarter of an hour ОГ more, or if it followed a less rapid death, the 
then disappeared, leaving him as well as ever. The pressure of the left ventricle was sometimes found empty and more ог less firmly 
current in this instance was 500 volts, but, by reason of the position contracted. The observations of other experimenters point to 
and nature of the contact (hand- hand, dry skin), the resistance practically the same condition of the heart that, namely, which 
was во great as to minimise the current 80 that probably not more follows death by apna | | 
than a small fraction of an ampere passed through him. These 4. Blood-vessels and blood : The arteries are often contracted to 
effects, Cunningham concludes, are produced as follows: Ав the their smallest calibre and the blood 18 crowded into the very large 
accidental contact with the live wires, rails, brushes, &c., is made, veins of the trunk and head. There 18 sometimes rupture of the 


more or less pronounced, general muscular contractions occur. plood-vessels (see Case 11, tabulated reference, and also twenty- 


Respiration may be inhibited after а deep inspiration and expira- fourth electrocution). Tatum found the blood in the arteries bright 
red if the body was opened at the end of a minute or 80 after death, 

but if the examination Was delayed for а few minutes the blood was 

* In every instance in which authorities quoted have used the quite black. On free exposure to the air it turned scarlet аз 
word “tension” in relation to an electric current, the writer has promptly as other venous blood and clotted quite normally. ‘There 
substituted “ pressure," in order that the terminology may be promptly as other venei eL ine Electric Current o! 
exact. — • Brustein, S. А.: “On the Action of the Electric Current of 
+ Handbook of the Medical Sciences. U.S. A4. High Tension (Pre sure) on the Human Body.” Vratch, April 21st, 


) 
* This list vin be reproduced with the next portion of the article. 1901, Vol. xxii, No. 16. 
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is an absence of hemoglobin from the blood in death due to elec- 
tricity, as in apnoea. Great fluidity of the blood and absence! of 
clots are marked features.in death from industrial currents. Cases 
6, 7, and 15 of the tabulated referonces are excellent illustrations of 
this post-mortem condition. 

b. Viscera: The viscera are frequently found congested and some- 
times engorged with blood (see Cases 7 and 15 of the tabulated 
references). ; 

6. The nervous system does not present any gross lesions, nor 
have any microscopic evidences of changed conditions been found. 
That molecular changes which are not determinable by present 
methods may be found is very possible. On the other hand, there 
may be gross disorganisation of the brain, with destruction of the 
peripheral cortex and intracranial effusion of blood. The latter, 
with rupture of blood-vessels, was a marked feature in the twenty- 
fourth electrocution inthe State of New York. Slight hœmorrages 
in the walls of the fourth ventricle and in the meningeal coverings 
are not rare. 

Prévost and Battelli never found intracranial hemorrhage when 
elevation of the temperature had been avoided, although there was 
sometimes hyperemia of the meninges. In Case No. 5 of the 
tabulated referenees, there was hemorrhage into the common 
sheath of the carotid and the vagus nerve on both sides of the neck, 
E there were also symmetrical hemorrhages along the spinal 
co 

The post-mortem findings in Nos. 5, 6, 7, 11 and 14 of the tabu- 
lated list of accidents—in which cases the examination was made at 
times varying from 10 hours to three days after the occurrence of 
the accident—may be summarised as follows:—In every instance 
there were marked rigor mortis and great cutaneous congestion, with 
patches of ecchymosis; the heart was uncontracted and empty; the 
blood was markedly fluid and would not coagulate; there was but 
little blood in the large blood-vessels; the viscera were engorged 
with blood. In some instances there were ruptures of small blood- 
vessels, and burns of greater or less severity were found on different 
parte of the body. In Case No. 7, the vessels of the scalp, meninges 
and brain were congested and full of liquid blood, and so also were 
the lateral sinuses. This accident from a 2,000-volt current seems 
to have affected the brain instantaneously, as the subject fell as in 
a fit; but the heart and respiration did not stop until five minutes 
later. 

Is Death Instantaneous and Painless ?—The conclusions of Houston 
and Kennelly, whose experiments were undertaken to answer the 
above question, are as follows :— 

* 1. That the e of a sufficiently powerful alternating cur- 
rent through the body of an animal is followed by instantaneous, 
painless and absolute death. 

“2. That consequently where electrocution is properly carried 
out there is not even a remote possibility of subsequent resuscita- 
tion of the criminal. 

* 3. That in case of accidental contact, where the current passing 
is not excessive, it із quite possible that death may be apparent 
only, and that the method of artificial respiration suggested by Dr. 
D'Arsonval should invariably- be followed.” 

In the analysis which the writer has made of all the data at her 
command, and in the evidence furnished by experiments upon 
animals, by accidental contacts of man with industrial currents, or 
by electrocutions, there is nothing which contradicts the conclusions 
just stated. There may be a difference of opinion as to what is 
meant by instantaneous death, although the experiments of these 
authorities showed immediate and absolute arrest of the cardiac 
function. 

So far as the ego is concerned, death is no doubt instantaneous, 
but from the physiological point of view this need not necessarily 
be true. Physiological death is not, judging from the evidence in 
many instances, established until some time after conscious death. 
The results of Cunningham's experiments show that all the tissues 
of the body, the nervous system and the heart included, are not 
killed instantaneously, and that the respiratory centre continues to 
act more or less perfectly for some moments after the cessation of 
& lethal current. On the other hand, in the experiments of 
Houston and Kennelly, the dogs, with the exception of the one in 
which the current was passed through the head, died instantly -I. e., 
no cardiac movements nor respiratory effort occurred after the 
application of the current. 

From an analysis of 19 cases the subject of severe but non-lethal 
shocks, Cunningham concluded that there wss ample time before 
loss of consciousness for the recipient of the shock to become aware 
that he was or had been in contact with an electric current. Every 
one of the 19 individuals experienced some sort of sensation (for 
description of sensations and conditions produced from an electric 
shock experienced by a physician, see Case 21, tabulated references 
of accidents) before consciousness was lost—a sensation which was 
described by them as similar to that produced by catching hold of 
the electrodes of a small but strong medical induction coil. Usually 
a sensation of tremendous pressure is felt across the chest. It does 
not follow, however, that a lethal would be accompanied by as much 
sensation as a non-lethal shock. Indeed, to the writer's mind, the 
question of physical pain from electrocution is not only not proven 
by the evidence, but disproved. “With the nearly instantaneous 
extinction of the cerebral circulation, such a rapid and complete 
cessation of the functions of the cerebral cortex occurs that no time 
remains for sensations other than those of an electric current to be 
felt before the cerebral perceptive nerve centres have ceased to act." 
The suffering must be the mental anguish, and consequently of the 
same character as that experienced by the condemned criminal, no 
matter how death is to be brought about. 

When the enormous pressures used in the industries are con- 
sidered, it does not seem difficult to believe that death may be 
instantaneous, even from accidental contact. Continuous currents 


: shoc 


of 10 kilo-volts are sometimes used in series arc lighting-—ordinarily 
only 3 kilo-volta are used. The ordinary limit, however, in the 
case of a continuous current is but 600 volts. In the case of 
alternating curreats the pressures are very much greater, and go up 
to 40 or even 60 kilo-volts in the long-distance transmission of 
power. 

In the writer's opinion, based upon an analysis of experimental 
work, accidents from industrial currents and electrocutions, as well 
as проп the experience of those who have suffered from electric 

s of varying severity, there seems to be no good reason for 
doubting that death from an electric current, so far as conscious- 
ness is concerned, is instantaneous and unaccompanied by any pain 
save the possible cerebral perception of an electric shock. 

As to Spontaneity of Recovery.—Many instances of spontaneous 
recovery after accidental contact with industrial currents of high 
pressure аге a matter of record. In these cases, as has been pointed 
out, but little—possibly none—of the current has traversed the 
heart, by reason of the position and the nature of the contacts. 
Therefore, the co-ordinate contractions of the heart are not stopped. 


‚ Orif the current has traversed the heart, it may not, for some 


reason inherent in the individual, as suggested by Prévost and 
Battelli, have established well-defined ventricular tremulations ; 
and consequently, in such a case, after the flow of the current has 
ceased, recovery takes place. Whether the recovery is spontaneous 
or is influenced by artificial respiration depends, no doubt, upon 
the degree of inhibition of the respiratory centre and the conse- 
quent asphyxia. If the nervous system has suffered profoundly 
before the current is stopped, spontaneous recovery is extremely 
doubtful, just as it is in profound asphyxia from other causes. In 
some instances, apparent death from lightning is but a condition of 
suspended animation, and it is, therefore, well always to practise 
artificial respiration in all cases of lightning stroke. But where the 
electrical energy has expended itself in producing a disruptive 
action, or mechanical lesions of vital organs, efforts of resuscitation 
are useless. 

In Case No. 10, of the tabulated references, recovery was spon- 
taneous; in Nos. 3 and 8, artificial respiration was practised ; while 
in No. 2, morphine, brandy, and sinapisms to the preecordium were 
used. It is possible that spontaneous recovery might have taken 
place in all four instances. 

On the other hand, when a strong current has passed through the 
heart—Cunningham places it at from 1 to 8 amperes—the organ 
goes at once into a condition of fibrillar contraction. He considers 


it most improbable that, after the brief passage of such a strong 


current, spontaneous recovery of the highly organised heart, with 
complete restoration of the extinguished circulation, would ever 
take place. Asa matter of fact, he concludes, from his experiments 
upon fibrillating excised dogs’ hearts (with artificial profusion of 
blood), that such recovery would never take place spontaneously in 
the brief interval which existe before the vitality of the central 
nervous system has become so reduced as to be incapable of 
recovery. After the arterial blood pressure has disappeared, ''I 
have never seen,” says Cunningham, “а single instance, in a series 
of more than 30 experiments on dogs, in which spontaneous 
recovery of the co-ordinated contractions of the heart, with restora- 
tion of the general circulation, occurred. The simpler the heart the 
more rapid the recovery; therefore the spontaneous recovery in 
frogs after & severe shock." | 

In electrocutions, Cunningham believes that if the autopsy is 
deferred for one hour and no signs of recovery are then manifested 
by the executed criminal, one may rest assured that recovery could 
not take place either spontaneously or by artificial means. He 
points out, however, that the excised heart would probably be made 
to beat again co-ordinately if it were perfused with blood. 


(To be continued.) 


THE TESTING OF MOTOR LOSSES.‘ 


ч By W. Е. SUMPNER, D.Sc. 


(Concluded from page 281.) 


THE voltmeter v was so connected that it read the difference 
between the voltage vo of the bus bars, and v the voltage on the 
armature of the dynamo under test. 

For constant excitation v will measure the speed of the machine, 
so that the kinetic energy ко of the revolving parts will be— 


K = a V? and Ko = а vy, 


where a is some constant and x, is the value of x for the speed of 
the machine at which the armature gives vo = 110 volte. If during 
a time (4 — t; the value of v changes from vi to Va, and the 
diminution of energy is merely due to a loss of w watts in friction, 


W (ty == 11) = а (vi? — va? = oS Е vh 
E 


we may put— 
Уу + Va 
and substituting — 
2 Ко Vi — Va 
AUS tee SS 
vo? 12 — 4 


Institution of Electrical Engineers, Birmingham Local Section, 
December 11th, 1901. 
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where 40 is that current which, if flowing through the armature so 
as to oppose the friction, will just balance it and keep the speed 
constant. 
Now— 
vi = Vo — 1 Vg = Vo — Va vi — Vg = 09 — 01 


where v, and v, are the readings of the voltmeter. 


Also 1 7 is the rate of change of v per second. Calling this ù, 
— t | | 


we have— 


2 Ko 


Ао = EAD v. (9) 
Vo 


If in addition to the frictional torque there is one due to a current 


A in the armature, we bave, according as A aids or opposes friction 


A + Ау = 5 v, 
Vo 
or— 
2 Ko : 
— A L—————tT. 10 
20 v (10) 


Hence, if we make experiment with different values of a, and observe 
the corresponding values of b, the connection between 4 and b will 
be linear for all speeds for which we can assume 40 to be constant. 
This relation will give not only the value of 4o and hence w the 
watts wasted in friction, but also ко the kinetic energy of the 
revolving parts at the normal speed. 

In a preliminary test of the engine and dynamo running together 
with the field of the latter not quite fully excited, it was found that 
v altered from 6 to 27 volta in 55 seconds. Thus ù, or the voltage 


change per second, is 038. 
é = 2 Ko 
ee gs 
Rut with a load current of 51:5 amperes it was found that the rate 


of loss of voltage was increased to 0:53 volt per second, v changing 
from 8 to 29:3 volta in 40 seconds. 


x 38. 


. 515 + 40 = 53 x 2 Ko 


1107 
Whence— 
Ао = 130 amperes. 
w = 143 kw. 
Ко == 2,070,000 watt-seconds. 
= 0557 Kw.-hour. i 


In a more complete test taken with the machine fully excited, 
and slowing down on open circuit, the following corresponding 
values of v and t were found :— 


t =0, 25, 50 seconds. 
v=3, 1555, 27:5 volte. 
Whence it appears that ò slowly diminishes from 0°50 to 0°48 volt 


per second. 
Taking v = 0°49, we have— 
„ 
Ao = (110)? 49. 


The machines were again run up to speed by the engine, the gas 
being then shut off from the latter. A load current of 52 amperes 
was taken from the armature. Observations taken over an interval 
of 30 seconds showed that ? had been increased to 0°73 volt per 
second. We then have— 


2K 
52 + Ao = (ор x 73. 


Whence— 
Ag = 106 amperes. 
We = 11°7 Kw. 
Ko = 1,310,000 watt-seconds. 
= 0:364 Kw.-hour. 


The differences between the new values found for w and к and 
the former ones are satisfactorily accounted for by the difference in 
the speeds necessary to produce 110 volts under the two conditions 
of excitation of the field. As the speed does not vary greatly, the 
friction torque may be assumed the ваше in both experiments. 
The strength of the field is inversely as the values found for 40, and 
the speed producing 110 volts varies directly as Ao. 

Since K, the kinetic energy, increases as the syuare of the speed, 
and w as its first power, we must compare— 


: 9 1063 

364 with 557 x (150) 
and— 

rm | 106 
117 with 148 x (30) 

The former number works out to be 0:37, and the latter 11:6. The 
agreement is better than was expected, and is to be regarded as 
somewhat accidental. 

Observations were then made on the dynamo alone. The engine 
belt was removed, and the dynamo run up to speed by passing 
tbrough its armature a current taken from the bus bars through 
the water resistance. When the machine had nearly attained the 
normal speed, observations were made of the accelerating current, 
A, and the corresponding rate of rise of voltage, v, The armature 
switch was then opened, and the new value of ò observed. 

The following numbers give one set of readings for a = 0:— 


t= 0, 60, 120, 180, 240 seconds. 
v = 10, 175, 25, 32:5, 385 volts. 


Whence ? is 7:5 volts per minute, or ? = 125 volt per second. 


‚ first time brought upon the market. 


4 


The numbers in the table below give simultaneous readings of t, v, 
and the accelerating current, a, for a period of 24 minutes. 


t | v | A | 600 Mean a | © 
J са а омй 
0 305, 58 | 

30 . 238 55 120 547 200 

6 ' 185 | 53 » 503 155 

90 145 23 65 ; 433 108 
120 120 34 4'0 357 067 
150 105 | 30 | 


The numbers given in the last three columns show :— 
(1.) The decrease in о for successive intervals of one minute, 
(2.) The average current during these iutervals. 
(3.) The value of v. 

After these readings had been taken another set of observatious 


was made on the slowing down of the machine on open circuit. 
The readings taken were :— 


t 0, 60, 120, 
v = 10, 182, 265, 
giving v = ‘136 volt per second. 
Tabulatiog the results for a and т, we have :— 


180 seconda, 
34°7 volts, 


| Obs Calc. 
IUS NEA | 
0 4 428 ＋ 131 
35.7 — 067 — 067 
43:3 | — 108 — 110 
503 — 155 — 149 ý 
547 — :900 — 174 
0 ＋ 136 + 131 
| 


The constancy of the value of v found in each set of observations 
for which А = U shows that the difference between the first and 
last values in the above table is due toa real alteration in the 
frictional resistances during the interval. The valucs of ? found 
for any two values of a are sufficient to determine— 


Ao, W and К, 
since— ; 
: 2 K . 
—-az=—-——X Ф, 
* (110 ^" | 


This equation is confirmed by the fact that the values in the above 
table are found to follow the Jaw— 


23:5 — a = 180 3, 


the values of v calculated from this equation being given in the 
third column in the table. Thus, forthe dynamo alone we have— 


Ag = 23'5 amperes. 
w = 2°38 Kw. 
K = 1,090,000 watt-seconds. 


303 x w.-hour. 
For the engine and dynamo together the loss found was— 
117 KW., 


or about 9'1 xw. for the engine alone. The result was afterwards 
confirmed by indicating the engine and dynamo running light. The 
loss found was in satisfactory agreement with that obtained by the 
electrical method. | 
It will be seen that if the kinetic energy ko at normal speed, for а 
articular engine and dynamo, is known, a single determination of 
v is sufficient to determine the frictional losses. Equation (9) shows 
that this loss is— i 


2 Ko :".. watts, 
Vo 
where vo is the voltage on the armature at normal speed. If an 


accelerating current of a amperes is passed through the armature 
when v is observed, the frictional loss is— 


2 Ko 5 vo watts, 
vo 


the + or — sign being chosen according as 4 opposes or aids friction. 


„ ee 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BREMER 
АКО LAMP. 


ABOUT a year and a half ago the arc lamp of Bremer was for the 
Since then the installation of 
the pew lamps has been carried out on a large scale in Berlin and 
several other large Continental cities, and therefore a description 
of the construction of the lamp may be of interest. The first 
Bremer lamps, which during the World’s Fair at Paris were 
arranged on the Eiffel Tower at a height of about 315 ft., contained 
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two pairs of carbons. This arrangement is not found in the lamps 
of medium illuminating power used, for instance, at Berlin. The 
latter have only two carbons, which are inclined towards each other 
at about 30°. The carbons are placed in two guide tubes, and slide 
downwards in them as far as possible under the influence of 
weights. Two flat grips serve the purpose of arresting the fall of 
‘the carbons; the grips pass through elots in the guide tubes. This 
arrangement is worked by means of electro-magnets. 

The lamp works in the following manner:—On closing the 
circuit the current passes through а relay, since the two carbons are 
held fast and cannot touch each other. This relay circuit operates 
the mechanism for gripping and feeding. The carbons become free 
and slide down the guide tubes as far as a metallic support; the 
latter transmits the current of the lamp, the relay opens the circuite 
previously closed, the carbons become locked, and the weight of the 
metallic support causes a backward motion of the movable lever, to 
which it is attached. The arc, which now appears, is subjected to 
the effect of the differential magnetic field of the arrangement of 
electro-magnets already mentioned. The arc is at firat blown 
downwards by the series coil. The lengthening of the arc 
causes a diminution of the intensity of the current. As the 
carbons burn away, the effect of the electro-magnet arranged in 
series becomes gradually less, and at a certain potential difference 
between the electrodes the relay will exert its influence anew. The 
caroons become free and slide down until they are separated аз 
before. In this manner the effect of the unequal burning away of 
the carbons is neutralised. 

Thus the operation of the regulating apparatus is based upon the 
chafiges of potential difference of the arc; it is not so,good as in 
ordinary arc lamps, and there is always a tendency to unsteady 
burning of the lamp. 

To cause a fan-shaped spreading of the arc a magnetic arrange- 
ment has been devised, which, at the same time, confines the arc to 
the points of the carbon rods. "This is effected by the electro- 
magnet, which consists of two coils. The coils are wound in 
opposite directions; one is arranged in series with the are, 
the other as а shunt. The ends of the carbons are placed in the 
inner part of the conical reflector, while all the remaining parts are 
arranged in the upper casing of the lamp, the appearance of which 
is very effective. 'The globe is fastened to the metal casing by 
means of hinge- joints. 

The carbons used for these lamps contain a certain proportion of 
metallic salts, especially calcium fluoride. From this component 
results the peculiar yellow-red colour of the Bremer light. In the 
case of continuous current a positive carbon made according to 
Bremer's instructions is required, while for the negative an 
ordinary homogeneous carbon may be used. The forming of non- 
conducting slag is a difficulty inherent to the use of colouring 
pees and is apt to cause occasionally unsteady burning of the 
amps. . 

In consequence of the glowing particles of lime suspended in the 
main part of the illuminating power resulta from the wide- 
spread arc itself, whereas in ordinary arc lamps the greatest 
intensity of light comes from the positive crater. The condensed 
components of the arc, especially calcium fluoride, precipitate 
on the upper cone of the lamp, which, at the same time, serves 
as reflector, since the white residue always gets renewed, and 
remains pure. For these reasons the shadows cast by this lamp are 
softer in outline than those of the ordinary lamp. The illuminating 
power of the lamp is very great, sand the warm reddish-yellow 
colour is very рІеазілр to the eye. Finally, it may be remarked 
that, at the present time, there are in Berlin, in the larger cafés, 
restaurante, and showrooms, more than 100 of such lamps in use, 
and, on the whole, tl.ey have proved very satisfactory. 


THE SUBMARINE CABLE INTEREST IN 
. AMERICA.* 


AMERICAN CABLE MAKING FACILITIES. 


Тнк Electrical World (New York) has compiled some details of the 
cost of cable making in England, compared with the wages which it 
is assumed would be paid in the United States for similar labour, 
which may be summarised as follows. The wage rate is given by 
the hour. Foreign submarine cable factories work two turns of 
12 hours each, or one of 12 to 14 hours each, according to conditions. 
The American working day is 10 hours :— 


England. United States. 
Labourers 9 5а. [10 cents] .15 to .174 
Wire weaving ...7 to 8d. [14 to 16 cents] .20 to. 25 
Armouring 81d. [17 cents] .25 
Machinists .. 10d. [20 cents] .25 to .35 


The labour cost of an American made cable would thus be 50 to 
75 per cent. greater than in England. It is asserted further that 
a similar disparity exists in wages in the wire-drawing industry, 
and that the American tariff would preclude the importation of 
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* India-Rubber World, New York. 


the more cheaply produced foreign drawn wires. The higher 
cost to American cable makers of copper wire is estimated at 
from 10 to 15 per cent., and of steel armour wire, as high as 333 
per cent. | 

It is also assumed by the writer in the Electrical World that, on 
account of the predominance of English houses in the gutta-percha 
trade, and their greater familiarity with it, the cost of gutta 
would prove greater here, at least in the beginning. Last, but 
not least, in order to tender for an ocean cable, which would 
require to be constructed without too great delay, a very large 
initia] capital would be necessary for plant and other facilities, on 
a scale commensurate with those which have been built up by 
degrees by foreign manufacturers during a leng term of years, the 
cost being defrayed gradually from the profits on many successive 
orders, small and large. 

“The article in the Electrical World shows a careful study of the 
situation," said an official of an American cable company to the 
India-rubber World, ** but its writer probably was not aware that at 
least two American factories have been quietly equipping them- 
selves for submarine cable work. While most of the data in that 
article will be found sufficiently accurate, the writer overlooks the 
fact that in competition between European and American workmen, 
although the pay is much higher in this country, in nearly every 
case the amount of work accomplished compensates for the difference 
in wages. The great supremacy gained by America in the last two 
yeara in export trade, allowing us to sell locomotives, bridges, 
machinery, and manufactured goods abroad, successfully entering 
the markets that had long been controlled by England, is ample 
proof of my statement. 

“ It is stated by English cable engineers, and actually believed by 
them, that experts in cable manufacture are born, not made. The 
subject of high insulation is nothing new to Americans. The 
first successful submarine cable ever made was of American manu- 
facture and laid across the Hudson river. Since that time there has 
never been a break in the manufacture of insulated wire in this 
country up to the present day, and it is only reasonable to believe 
that, with this long experience and the large number of American 
manufacturers engaged in the insulating industries—there are now 
15—that our mechanics are sufficiently well educated to construct a 
submarine cable. ; 

“There bave been installed in this country within a short time 
some of the latest types of submarine cable machinery. While in 
Europe some time ago I obtaincd data regarding the largest cable 
plants, and found, much to my surprise, that in some respects 
American manufacturers were in advance of their trans-Atlantic 
cousins. 

. “The great drawback to American industries has been the small- 

ness of their armouring plants, with the inability of a large daily 

output. While their insulating machines could turn out a large 

quantity of core, they do not have the facilities for armouring the 

same. As this industry is new, it is impossible to buy proper closing 

machines in America. It was, therefore, necessary, in installing one 

new plant here, to import the latest type high-speed closing 

machinery for this work, plans being so drawn that, in case of an 

American Pacific cable Bill passing Congress, they can immediately 
increase the number of these machines to a capacity of 30 

nautical miles per day, which is five miles in excess of the best 
foreign factories. 

“ There is no question that the first Pacific cable would cost more, 
built in this country, than abroad. American manufacturers should 
be granted ample protection in the establishment of this new 
industry. Once established, and with the improvements suggested 
by American skill and ingenuity, it would be but a short time 
before they would enter the cable markets of the world, and, with 
their increased speed in manufacture, rapid deliveries, and the im- 
provements that would surely be made, they would very soon build 
up a business that would allow them to compete with foreign 
manufacturers. 

„One of the great points of advantage in an American plaut 
would be the ability toſuse submarine cable-making machinery in the 
manufacture of land wires for telephone, telegraph and electric light 
work. Some ofthe present foreign plants are only run six months 
out of each year—i e., only when submarine cable is to be made. 
Their electrical industries do not of course require the tremendons 
amount of insulated wire that is used in America. "Taking into con- 
sideration these economical principles, with the ability for keeping 
the machinery running on all forms of work, there is no question 
but that an American plant, when built by acompany whose reputa- 
tion is well established in other lines of wire manufacture, would 
prove a profitable investment.” 

With regard to the suggestion in the Electrical World that 
American manufacturers would be at a disadvantage in buying ^ 
gutta-percha, the gentleman above quoted did not speak. It might 
be noted here, however, that although few Americans have ever 
engaged in the crude rubber trade in the primary markets, tho 
rubber manufacturers here have never been at a disadvantage in 
getting all the raw material they needed. In fact, the India- Rubber 

World has been assured by an English rubber merchant that manu- 
facturers on this side are closer" buyers of crude rubber than in 
England. As for gutta-percha, its use in continental Europe is 
increasing—chiefly for cable making—and in 1900 there were 
shipped from Singapore direct to those countries 5,500,000 lbs, or 
more than the world’s total production a few years before. If these 
countries have not been deterred by England's predominance from 
going into the gutta-percha trade, why should the United States 
be? Indeed, the cable-making industry of England was, to a 
certain extent, an importation from Germany, the original Siemens 
house having established a branch in England, before the days of 
free trade, to avoid paying duties on their products sold in the 
latter country. 
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THE BUFFALO HIGH TENSION CABLE 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM.’ 


By HAROLD W. BUCK. 


In tbe development of the electrical transmission of power many 
propositions are being presented of a water-power or coal mine 
situated within such a distance of a city that it is cheaper to trans- 
mit power from the mine or waterfall than to generate it by steam 
in the city itself. In such systems three engineering elements 
must be considered ; first, the generating plant; second, the trans- 
mission line; and third, the method for distributing the power at 
the end of the transmission line. Electrical generating plants and 
transmission lines have been the subject of many discussions, but 
the terminal arrangements for tranamission lines are newer in their 
development, and it is the object of this paper to bring the 
matter before the members of the Institute for discussion, the 
problem presented being the best method of distributing the power 
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throughout a city after a point has been reached in the transmission 
line where it is no longer safe to carry the power overhead at the 
transmission voltage. Such limitations exist оп the outskirts of a]l 
cities. 

In order to serve as a basis for discussion, and to point out the 
various considerations which exter, a brief description will be given 
of the method which has been adopted for the distribution of Niagara 
power at Buffalo. 

Fig. 1 shows a map of the Niagara-Buffalo transmission line, 
indicating the relations between the overhead circuits and the 
circuits of distribution within the Buffalo city limits, the numeral 3 


on the map indicating the terminus of the 22,000-volt overhead - 
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Fic. 2.—ConneEcTions, BuFFaLo TERMINAL HOUSE. 


CABLE CIRCUIT BREAKERS 
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three-phase lines. At this point the three overhead circuits, each 
having a capacity of 10,000 н.р. at 7 per cent. line loss, enter a 
terminal house, and are connected, as shown in fig. 2, through 
circuit breakers, selector switches, bus bars, &c, to the 22,000-volt 
primaries of the step-down transformers. These transformers 
have a capacity of 3,000 н.р. each, and are of the oil-water cooled 
оре The secondaries of the transformers аге wound for 11,000 
volts, making the ratio of reduction of voltage 2:1. The secondaries 
of the transformers are connected through selector switches aod 


* A paper read at the 158th meeting of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers (Street Railway Review). 


two sets of bus bars to the underground cables, each of which ів 
connected through an air-break circuit-breaker. With the arrange- 
ment shown, the Buffalo system can be operated in two sections if 
desired, and an overhead circuit or any cable connected to either of 
the banks of transformers. The 11,000-volt cables supplied from 
the secondaries of the terminal house transformers are drawn 
through tile ducts under the streets in the usual manner, and carry 
the power to the various sub-stations throughout thecity of Buffalo. 
At present there are five feeders, each consisting of No. 000 triple- 
condu tor lead-covered cables. Two of these have 9/32 in. rubber, 
two 8/32 in. rubber and one 64/32 in. paper and 4/32 in paper over- 
all. The lead in all cases ів à in. thick. 

Fig. 3 shows the general arrangements of cables throughout the 
city, with the various methods which are used for transferring 
from one to another and for cutting out damaged sections of a 
cable by meaus of section switches, so that the entire length of 
cable from the terminal house will not have to be cut out of 
service. Special attention is called to these section switches, which 
are shown in fig. 4. They are of the triple-pole, single-throw type 
of oil break switch, with a waterproof hood of iron bolted to the 
top of the switch frame for the protection of the cable heads and 
leads. These switches are installed in vaults under the city streets, 
placed at convenient intervals. Some of the vaults are as large as 
10 x 12 ft. The switches are absolutely waterproof, and could be 
submerged if necessary without danger, and will open the circuits 
under heavy lcads without difficulty. They have proved of great 
convenience at times when repairs have boan made necessary on 
sections of cables, and for locating faults without the necessity of 
catting the cable. I belicve that underground section switches of 
this kind would prove of great service to all high-tension cable 
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systems, and believe that the design shown is entirely safe for 
service at 11,000 volte. 

In all, seven sub-stations are supplied with power at 11,000 volts, 
three-phase, distributed as follows with reference to fig. 3 :— 

Station No. 4.—2,000 н.р. for railway purposes, transformed from 
11,000 volta to 360 volts and fed to four 500-н.р. rotary converters. 
1,100 н.р. for general power distribution on a tertiary system at 
2,200 volta, three-pbase, the voltage being lowered from 11,000 volta 
by three 250-K w. transformers. This 2,200-volt distribution is partly 
overhead and partly underground. 

Station No. 5.—1,500 н.р., for railway purposes, transformed 
from 11,000 volts to 360 volts and fed to three 300-н.р. rotary 
converters. 

Station No. 6.—1,000 н.р., for railway service, as in Station 
No. 5. 

Station No. 7.—5,000 н.р. is transformed from 11,000 volts to 360 
volts and fed to the plant of the Buffalo Lighting Company in an 
adjacent building. 1,000 н.р. transformed to 2,200 volts, three- 
phase, for general power distribution on the tertiary system. 

Station No. 8.—2,000 н.р., transformed from 11,000 volte to 2,200 


volts, three-phase, for power distribution on the tertiary system. 


Station 9.—1,500 H.P., transformed from 11,000 volts:to 360 
volts, for supplying power to three 500-н.р. rotary converters for 
railway purposes. mE 

Station No. 10.—1,000 н.р., for railway purposes, as in Station 
No. 9. 

It might be asked why the power is not transmitted from Niagara 
Falls at 11,000 volts and distributed through the underground 
cables without transformation. It will be found, however, that the 
saving in copper on the transmission lines by the use of 22,000 
volts more than pays for the transformer installation in the ter- 
minal house, and that the saving in line loses is greater than the 
loss introduced by the step-down transformers. The longer the 
transmission line the greater would be the proportionate saving. 
It may also be asked why, if the overhead lines are to be operated 
at 22,000 volts, the transmission cannot continue at this voltage 
throughout the cable system in order to avoid the use of step-down 
transformers. It is true that there have been examples of success- 
ful operation of underground cables at voltages even higher than 
22,000 volts, notably the transmission from the plant of the St. 
Croix Power Company, but, obviously, what can be done on a 
through trunk line cannot be safely done on a network, and the 
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Buffalo underground system is essentially a network. It has many 
lateral connections, frequent joints, section switches, cable heads 
and switchboard connections, and under these conditions, which 
are probably no different from the requirements of other cities, 
I believe that 11,000 volts is, in the present state of the art at least, 
the highest voltage that should be considered. The success of the 
Buffalo power distribution at 11,000 volts, which has covered a 
period of about four years, has, however, demonstrated the safety 
and feasibility of using a potential as high as this, provided the 
greatest precautious are taken in the selection and installation of 
cables and in the insulation of all terminal appliances. It seems 
to show that there is no longer any reason for fixing the prevailing 
voltage of 6,600 volts as the safe limit for underground work and 
for paying for the extra copper and ducts required by the lower 
voltage. 

In cases of short-circuit in the cables, practically no damage is 
done at 11,000 volts on account of the small current. Short cir- 
cuite have occurred on these cables, which 
have had the whole of Niagara power back 
of them, and it has been found, after locating 
the fault, that the lead was barely melted off 
around the fault. At 6,600 volts such a short- 
circuit would undoubtedly blow the cables 
to pieces, on account of the greater current, 
the heat energy at the fault being nearly 
four times as great. This is a practical 
advartage, for it reduces the risk of damage 
to adjacent cables and ducta. 

In the city of Buffalo, then, we find a 
distributing company called the Cataract 
Power and Conduit Company, purchasing 
power from the Niagara Falls Power Com- 
pany at the Buffalo city line, at the trans- 
mission veltege, lowering it to 11,000 volts, 
three-phase, 25 cycles, and distributing it as 
raw material in this form as dealers in power. 
To the railway company it is delivered fo: 
transformation and conversion for use on their 
own direct current circuits, to the lighting 
company for conversion into the various 
forms in which they redistribute it to small 
consumers, and it is also delivered to various 
factories using power in quantities from 
75 H.P. and upwards, to which consumers 
power is supplied from the tertiary system 
mentioned at 2,200 volts, three-phase, from 
sub-stations owned and operated by the 
Cataract Power and Conduit Company. 

From a business as well as an engineering standpoint, it is 
believed that the methods used in Buffalo as described are very satis- 
factory and economical. The primary company, vis., the Niagara 


Falls Power Company, confines its attention to the generating plant 


and transmission line, the distributing company to the delivery of 
three-phase 25-cycle alternating current power, and the railway 


and lighting companies to the interests of their own circuits. This 


separation of responsibilities is entirely logical and most convenient. 
It would be still better if the Cataract Power and Conduit Company 
could confine itself to the delivery of power at a single voltage, 
viz., 11,000 volts, but the tertiary distributing system at 2,200 volts 
is necessary, for the reason that it is obviously not safe to supply 
small consumers of power, such as small factories, with con- 
nections at so bigh a voltage. By transformation to 2,200 volta 
the numerous “ grounds " which occur on these circuits are made in- 
dependent of the main cable system, and the introduction. of the 
transformers adds to the self-induction of these circuits and limits 
the violence of short-circuits which occur upon them. 

The transformation of voltage at the city line from 22,000 volts 
to 11,000 volte, besides being necessary, is also a positive engineer- 
ing advantage, for the reason that it renders the 11,000-volt cable 
system independent of ' grounds," and high-voltage disturbances 
from lightning, resonance, &c., which occur at times on the trans- 
mission line, since there is no electrical connection between the 
two. Although there have been several instances of rises of poten- 
tials on the overbead line far above the normal, resulting probably 
from resonance, no riaes of voltage have been noted as having been 
transmitted to the cables by induction through the cores of the 
step-down transformers. | 

It is believed that the methods here described are practicable and 
convenient, and can be safely followed in principle by those who 
are planning similar systems of distribution. 


STARTING RESISTANCES." 


By ARTHUR E. GOTT. 


EVERYONE who has had much experience with motor work must 
have had considerable trouble with starting resistances. Sometimes 
the trouble would arise from mechanical defects, but more often 
from electrical imperfections. Itis with the electrical properties 
of starting resistances that this paper chiefly deals. 
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switch. The resistance was divided up into three equ 


The electrical imperfections of starting resistances are due to an 
insufficient comprehension of their functions by the manufacturers, 
who sub-divide the resistance between the several contacts of the 
switch equally, or in some way which does not take into account 
the fact that as the arm of the switch is moved over the contacts. 
the speed of the motor increases, and its counter E. M. F. approaches 
more and more nearly to the value of the impressed potential 
difference. 

A source of trouble in the manufacturing of starting resistances 
is the 10-ampere rule imposed by many corporations. Some cor- 
porations insist upon not more than 5 amperes being taken on the 
first point of the resistance, while even 24 amperes is required by a 
few. On close inspection such rules are absurd for large motors, 
since the greater portion of the starting resistance has to be cut out 
before the motor will start at all. 

In small motors having large internal resistance, no starting 
resistance is required, since the current at start will not greatly 


Fic. 4.—UNDERGHOUND SwITCH. 


_exceed the full load current, and that only for the short time 
required for the motor to speed up. Stated otherwise, no starting 
resistance is required when 


Pressure of supply 


Pressure of supply — back E. M. F. 


is small. 

Early Starters. — Many of the earlier starters had a resistance of 
three to six sections only, and were divided into equal sections. It 
is interesting to examine the behaviour of a motor with such a 
starter, taking, as an example, one of 12 HP. at 110 volts etarting 
under light load, driving shafting only, and taking 20 amperes at 
that load. This particular motor was provided with a fly-wheel, 
and the armature and brush resistance was approximately 0:07 ohm. 
The resistance consisted of 24 coils, each of 0°05 ohm, making with 
the motor & total ot 1:27 ohms in circuit on the first point of the 
sections of 
eight coils each. With 110 volts supply the current is 87 amperes. 
The motor at once ruas up to a speed at which the falling current 
and machine resistance arc balanced, and assuming the torque con 
stant throughout, this will be 20 amperes. The back E.M.F. is 
then 

Pressure of supply — (20 х 1:27) = 84° volta, 


On moving the switch to the next contact the momentary current 
will be: ; 

254 

1:99 29 amperes. 

At the next point of the resistance the momentary current will be 
37 amperes, while at the last point it rises to 134 amperes, or 40 
per cent. in excess of the full load current. Further, the motor 
will be violently accelerated on the last step, with considerable 
slipping of the belt and sparking at the brushes. 

To avoid this the resistance should be divided so as to have a 
gradually diminishing resistance between each step, and the best 
method of sub-division is to let the resistance diminish in geome- 
trical progression with the armature resistance as one extreme and 
the total resistance as the other, so that 


a f" = total resistance, 


where a = armature resistance; f = common factor; and n = 
number of sections of resistance. Asan example, take a motor of 
10 н.р. at 230 volts taking 38 amperes at full load with an armature 
resistance of 0°25 ohm. The current on moving from one step to 
the next is not to exceed 10 amperes. The percentage increase is 
therefore 

10 x 100 


38 
and the factor to be р is 1:26. The resistance including 
armature to the end of each section is therefore a x 1:26; a х 1:26?; 
ax1426.. &c., until а x 1:26" = total resistance decided 


— 26 per cent. 
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upon. The difference between these products = resistance of 
corresponding sections in starter, the first being а x 1:26 — a. 
The number of sections required can be found in this way, and in 
this particular instance 14 sections will give a total resistance cf 
6:3 ohms, . e., a х 1:26 = 63. 

Difficulties of Construction.— Now the method of geometrical 
dividing of motor resistance is not without its disadvantages. 
Owing to the different values of the resistances baving different 
lengths and sections, there is considerable trouble in getting them 
into the same бате, necessitating more skilled labour than 
would be necessary if all the coils were alike, as great care has to 
be taken to connect the resistances in order in the frame. 

Supply Requirements.—1t is well while considering motor starters 
to review the various supply rules concerning the current demands 
of motors. Owing, no doubt, to imperfect starters lowering the volta, 
many rules have been formulated with a view to compelling the 
user to limit the current at starting to 10 amperes per section of the 
resistance, and in some cases to 5 amperes. 

Needless to state, this rule in its many forms, is only an example 
of such as are made to be violated, as the correct starters which 
would comply in every respect do not commercially exist. Further, 
such rules have been made, and copied by various supply authorities 
without any regard whatever as to what they mean. For example, 
а 30-H. P. motor on 220 volts, taking 10 amperes on the first step, 
and 10 amperes per step until the motor started, and 10 amperes 
increment until full speed was attained, would require the following 
minimum number of steps in the resistance under varying load 
conditions—thus, light (say 20 amperes), 12 sections; loaded full 
current throughout, say 50 sections. Considerations of voltage 
bet ween the contacts would further slightly increase the number of 
sections, and it would be interesting to know how many such motors 
are provided with starters in strict compliance with the regulations. 
The rules, although badly constructed, simply mean that means 
must be provided in motor starters, such that the curreat is raised 
gradually tothe amount necessary to run the motor continuously, 
and the excess or acceleration current in starting shall not exceed 
the running current by more than a certain amount. 

Liquid Resistances.—There is no doubt that liquid resistances 
offer the best solution of all difficulties,and when carefully designed 
afford the most perfect means of control, particularly with rever- 
sing motors. Most liquid resistances, however, have at least 

one of two defects, i.e. (1) the current cannot be sufficiently reduced, 
when the dipping plate is just entering the liquid ; and (2) the resist- 
ance cannot be sufficiently reduced with the plate all in before short- 
circuiting the starter, and the consequent rush of current seriously 
damages the switch parts and abnormally stresses the motor. A 
good method of overcoming both defects consists іп enamelling the 
pot halfway down on the insidc, and arranging the dipping plate to 
pass between two other plates cast into the pot. The enamel com- 
pels the current to pass through a greater length of solution at 
starting, and gives a much better control. 

Suggested Rule for Starters.—As has already been pointed out, 
considerable divergence exists in the specifications of supply com- 
panies as to what is required in a starter, and the following sug- 
gested rule may prove a base for a more uniform statement, thus :— 
“Current on first step not to exceed 10 amperes, or half full load 
current, whichever is least, but for motors taking more than 
50 amperes, 20 per cent. of full load current. The momentary 
increase of current in cutting out any section of resistance not to 
exceed 10 amperes, or 25 per cent. full load current, whichever is 
least, but for motors taking more than 50 amperes, increment may 
be 20 per cent. of full load current." 

In the interests of the purchaser, the following addition may be 
inserted: “ The E.M.F. across any section of the resistance shall Le 
limited to an amount which shall not cause injurious sparking or 
rapid deterioration cf the contacts.” 


REVIEWS. 


Sleam Boiler Economy. By Wm. Kent. New York: 
John Wiley & Sons; London: Chapman & Hall, Limited. 
1901. 


This book is the work of an engineer who is a recognised 
authority on the subjcct of steam boilers in America. 

It is, of course, written partially from the American 
standpoint, and Chapter IV. deals purely with the coalfields 
of the United States; but generally, it is very applicable to 
our own practice, for, after all, anthracite and bituminous 
fuels are much the same wherever found, and all coals lie 
somewhere between two extremes. 

- The first chapter is one of principles and definitions, and 
is generally good. The author falls foul of the late C. Wye 
Williams for a statement made by him some 60 years ago, 
to the effect that When smoke is once produced in a fur- 
nace or flue, it is as impossible to burn it as it would be to 
convert the smoke of a candle to the purpose of heat or 
light." The italics are ours. Mr. Kent says that a smoking 
candle can be made to give off its smoke into the central 


draught tube of a lamp, and it will be completely burned, 
and he says Williams's statement is erroneous. We must 
entirely disagree, Williams only drew a comparison, and all 
that Mr. Kent can show in opposition is that of a furnace 
he tested on similar lines to the candle; it can also be made 
smokeless, of which we have no doubt, but we believe 
Williams referred merely to furnaces and candles as they 
existed. As he wrote of water-cooled flues, was he not 
right? The author practically says the same thing in a 
different way. "The central draught lamp to burn the candle 
smoke is simply a means of adding temperature. Other- 
wise there is no cause for unfavourable criticism of this 
chapter. 

Chapter II. is claimed to treat combustion and temperature 
more fully than has hitherto been attempted. The treatment is 
distinctly good, and we think theauthor wise in calculating the 
full value of hydrogen in the furnace and subtracting the waste 
gas values to find the net result. This avoids confusion. 
Chapter III. calls for little remark, save that the general 
remarks on coal are correct. In Chapter У. the heating 
capacity of coals is discussed, and doubt is thrown on 
Scheurer-Kestner's determination, because Mahler's tests 
with the Berthelot calorimeter seem more probably true. 
Mahler's table is reproduced, and Dulong's formula is 
accepted as a close approximation to actual results, Fuels 
other than coals occupy the next short chapter. Peat, wood, 
sawdust, tan bark, straw, and other articles are briefly 
discussed. In Chapter VII. furnaces are discussed, 
with methods of firing different fuels. The difficulty 
of burning bituminous fuel under water-tube boilers is cor- : 
rectly defined. It is curious how persistent water-tube 
boiler-makers are in trying to perform the impossible feat of 


burning hydrocarbon gases in a tubular surface condenser, 


for the attempt is very similar to attempting to run a steam 
engine with an ice jacket. The ordinary method of soft 
coal burning is described as the worst, and the opinion is 
properly supported. The author's requirements for avoiding 
smoke аге :—(1) To distil the gases off slowly; (2) bring 
them into contact with very hot air; (3) burn them in a 
brick chamber ; (4) keep the burning gases away from cool 
surfaces, as shell or tubes of a boiler, which means—provide 
ample space in which to allow the gases to burn. 

Perhaps it is owing to the considerable use of water-tube 
grates for anthracite coal that the down-draught water-tube 
grate has made such progress in America, for undoubtedly 
it has been much used. Thus the Hawley furnace is of this 
type, and embodies two grates, the upper one to carry the 
main body of fuel, and one below it on which the half- 
burned cinders may burn as they drop through the upper 
grate. The products of the upper fire pass through the 
fire. The space between the two grates forms part of the 
combustion chamber. Another furnace much used in 
America is the old Tenbrink grate. This is a grate with a 
steeply sloped surface in steps, with air admission through 
the risers. It is only applicable to under-fired boilers, and 
may be made with rocking bars. Mechanical stokers, as 
here described, may be passed over. "They are practically 
all English desigus, the furnace of E. D. Coxe being the old 
Juckes furnace once so common in Yorkshire when the 
boiler insurance companies had not yet secured the abandon- 
ment of under-firing of shell boilers. All the chain grate 
stokers illustrated are practically copies of the old Juckes 
grate. 

The Murphy furnace may be novel, but the under-fecd 
devices seem old friends. Wegener's dust system is illustrated, 
but not specially recommended. Its weak points are not hit 
upon by the author. 

Doilers are then dealt with in respect of heating surface 
and rates of combustion. Opinions will differ as to whether 
the meaus of calculating efficiency are suited to practice 
wherein so many uncontrollable variables appear, but figures 
and results are given that will be useful. 

In Chapter X. we find types of boilers illustrated, and we 
note that the author throws doubt on that useful type of 
American boiler, the under-fired return-tube boiler, во many 
of which explode annually. 

If allowed pressures still remain what they were a few 
years ago, we need fcel no surprise at this, for pressures in 
the United States. were as high for single rivetting as were 
usual for double rivetting in this country, while on the 
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Mississippi River about 25 per cent. additional above that 
was allowed for some inscrutable reason. Small wonder 
then that so many boilers went aloft. Many water-tube 
designs are illustrated, including the ridiculous design of the 
Belleville. 

The chapter on boiler power is good, so is that on the 
points of a good boiler, in which is discussed the fact that 
land boilers are of such various types and not standardised 

in the way the locomotive boiler has become. It would be 

difficult, we fancy, to build a good locomotive with other 
than a close copy of the usual boiler. In land practice the 
form of a boiler is not inany way controlled by the engine. 

Boiler setting is well discussed, errors in firing are pointed 
out, and the relation of draught, fire thickness and size of 
coal particles. Weare told that the hottest fire is that to 
be obtained when gas analysis shows about 4 to 8 per cent. 
of free oxygen. Water, corrosion, treatment are all noted 
briefly. The chapter on evaporation tests is chiefly a reprint 
of the code drawn up by the committee of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engincers. A chapter is added on the 
results of boiler testing that will be a guide for practice, and 
a couple of final chapters of tables and miscellany close a 
very thorough and excellent book. 


Production et Distribution de L’Energie pour la Traction 
Electrique. By Henry Martry. Paris: Ch. Béranger, 
1902. 


The author claims in this book to have considered rather 
the means of producing and distributing energy for electric 
traction than the question of using such current. He con- 
siders that previous authors have neglected the first part of 
the subject, and it is his aim to fill the want. He commences 
by dealing with tractive effort, and we note that he gives 
this as 0°010 of the weight of the vehicle for good tramway 
rails, and. 0:020 for dirty rails, while for good railways it 
is 0:005. 

He examines into the question of trailers, and then into 
the question of power to be furnished. This seems to us 
almost unnecessary as regards the station power, but im- 
portant as regards the motors of the car itself. Experience 
teaches us that a car of 7 or 8 tons will usually require 1 
unit per car-mile, and this is as close a basis on which to 
figure station output as any calculation or statistics as to 
cars. It is also useful to know the maximum power called 
for by a single car, because at the end of a line where for 
perhaps half a mile or more one may elect to rely on trolley 
wire alone, we must know when the last feeder must come 
in and how big to make the last bit of trolley wire. It 
will, of course, usually pay to use a bigger trolley wire in 
order to save cable and pipes and excavation. 

The author gives M. Paul Dupuy's method of finding 
power, and illustrates it for a load of one ton, which he 


finds to require 11:08 H.P., or 122 H.P. for a vehicle of 


11 tons. He allows 50 per cent. for line loss, and provides 
244 н.р. at the station. The matter is not very clear, this 
power being given for one car, whereas it seems probable 
that it is meant to apply to the whole 12 cars, for which it 
should be ample. We think a line efficiency of only 50 per 
cent. too small to allow. We think his installed horse- 
power is, however, about right. Our own figures would allot 
a mean power of about 125 H.P. at the station, with a 
maximum of about 290 due to load variation. М. Dupuy’s 
method gives 244 H.P. installed, and this with an overload 
of 25 per cent. would give about 305 H.P. available from the 
244 н.р, installed. The sequel also shows that the whole 
12 cars must be meant. 

He adds a table of horae-powers per car for systems of one 
to 30 cars, the figures for which appear remarkably in 
accordance with facts. A diagram is addcd for the graphic 
determination of powers. 

He next deals with the choice of the number of station 
units required for different magnitudes of station, and gives 
several tables of the equipment of existing stations, and draws 
attention to thie effect of accumulators, naming Remscheid as a 
place where three units or sets were run prior to accumulators, 
and the work was done by two sets after the battery was 
installed, He rightly points out the need for batteries in 
gas-driven stations, 


The chapter on boilers is very general, but contains a few 
plans for station general dispositions, and treats of water 
purification very briefly. The plans and elevations are 
largely from American sources,the Hunt coal conveyer being 
illustrated in some detail. Chimneys and artificial draught 
are very briefly treated, and so is the question of the 
deterioration of boilers. Engines are more fully described 
with some detail of illustration and a few other more 
pictorial plates. High speed, of course, brings a few 
English engines to the front—the Willans and the Parsons 
turbine. 

Condensation and water sale is very briefly treated, and 
the steam-power portion of the book gives us the impression 
that the author has sound but not expert knowledge of this 
branch of the subject. He is very much more full in 
Chapter V., which deals with gas-driven stations, that is, in 
proportion to the general knowledge of gas stations, and he 
goes into some detail also on water turbines, which receive 
some well-executed illustrations. When he comes to electrical 
work we seem to see he has reached work that interests him 
more fully than power generation, but even here there is not 
what we should like to see in the way of full detailed par- 
ticulars of the length and section of windings and full 
technical descriptions of railway generators. Possibly, as 
with the steam engine of a hundred years ago or even less, 
makers of electrical machinery follow the system of keeping 
things dark. 

This section of the book closes with a chapter on costs. 
But three-fourths of the book is yet tocome. The sccond 
part takes up distribution, giving a diagrammatic method 
of finding feeder points. The fall of potential is allowed, as 
here, to be only 10 per cent. Nearly 200 pages are given to 
feeders and overhead work and details, which are very 
copiously illustrated with views of every detail and some 
views of English construction, also some wooden pole work 
and construction tools, Trolleys and bases and bows come 
in for full description, and evidently the author is most 
interested in this part of his task. 

Other systems than the overhead are also allotted much 
space, third rails, conduits of several types and surface 
contacts. 

The Diatto and the Dolter systems are both given space, 
with many others, and they are all pretty fully illustrated 
and impartially described in a non-controversial manner. 
Bonding, bonds, rail return and electrolysis all come in for 
review with copious illustrations of solid and plastic bonds, 
electric welding and Falk welding, with details of cost. 

A final section deals with French rules and regulations, 

The methods of keeping down rail resistance are illustrated 
by numerous examples. 

In France the law does not permit a rail drop of more 
than 1 volt per kilometre, and the total loss of tension must 
not exceed 4 volts. This is more stringent than our Board 
of Trade rules. An iron bridge in France must be so con- 
nected that its two ends shall not differ by more than 0:25 
volt. 

It appears there are in France, or in French control, at 
least three tramway stations driven by gas engines, viz., at 
Orleans, Poictiers, and Tunis, They are provided with 
Dowson or Pierson gas plants, and use engines of Crossley 
type. Тһе objections to рая, in the eyes of the author, 
appear to consist in the limited range of fuel that can be 
used. English anthracite, he says, is the best, bnt such fuels 
are costly when compared with, perhaps, locai fuels. It 
would appear that bituminous producers are 1 ot well known 
to the author. 

In Germany there are gas-driven tramway power stations, 
at Cassel and at Clausthal, and in Switzerland at Lausanne 
and Zurich. ! 

While we think that the author has attempted too much 
for a single volume, and must award the most praise to the 
distribution portion of this work, we must say he has col- 
lated an enormous mass of detailed information, and selected 
it wel. Engineers who are familiar with metrical units, 
will do well to possess themselves of the book, for even where 
it may appear too brief, it is suggestive. 

An interesting section is that on accumulators, especially 
the part describing the Pirani system, as installed at Fon- 
tainebleau. The accumulator is placed across the bus bars 
in series, with a booster with a double winding. One wind- 
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ing opposes the other. The one winding is connected 
between the booster and the accumulator, and through a 
resistance to the negative. It therefore derives its current 
from the battery. The other is placed on the positive, and 
takes the full line current. Where the line calls for much 
current, the latter winding prevails, and the booster helps 
the battery to discharge. When the demand for current is 
small, the other winding prevails, and the booster helps to 
charge the battery. The resistance enables the critical point 
of neutrality to be fixed to suit conditions. The author 
quite appreciates the special use of a battery in a power 
station and the economy to be had from using them. In 
large stations many engineers fear their expense. In a small 
station a battery will enable engine power to be reduced by 
two-thirds, or even three-fourths, but while it will do this, it 
must be remembered that the battery must be large enough 
to deal with the eliminated large fraction of power. In a 
large station, on the other hand, though the battery may only 
save one-half or one-fourth of the engine power, it may bear 
smaller ratio to the engine power. | 

Thus, in two stations with an output of 100 and 800 
amperes respectively, the batteries to be installed would 
require to deal with about 80 amperes in the small station 
and 450 amperes in the large station. The capital cost per 
car run would be only as 80 to 55. The battery gives a less 
ratio of economy, and involves a less ratio of outlay to give 
that economy. It might be added that batteries with a 
heavy discharge rate for short periods might always be em- 
ployed to cut off the peaks of a load curve without being 
called on to reduce the load curve to an even line. Indeed, 
so long as the battery is properly regulated to its capacity, it 
will serve to reduce the range of the engine duty, and should 
pay for itself. 

We can cordially recommend this book, though, for engi- 
neers, some knowledge of the metrical system will help them 
to easier perusal of it. | 


The Cyanide Process of Gold Ertraction. Ву JAMES 
Park. London: Charles Griffin & Co., Limited, 1901. 
Price 78. 6d. | 


This is the second edition published in England, though 
three have been previously published in New Zealand. The 
first was reviewed in our issue of July 20th, 1900. 

The two chapters originally devoted to leaching and 
washing are now wholly revised and condensed into one, and 
the appendix on “ Cyaniding in New Zealand ” is now intro- 
duced into a valuable chapter deling with the Application 
of the Ргосевз” in all the more important countries. 

The author states that the electrical precipitation method 
of Siemens-Halske has been introduced with marked success 
at a number of cyanide plants at the Witwatersrand gold- 
fields, and its use is extending. | 


HIGH-SPEED ENGINE DESIGN. 


Tue high-speed engine seems to have developed almost 
entirely as & vertical engine ; yet the vertical engine has 
faults from which the horizontal engine is free. Thus in 
respect of water in the cylinder, the vertical engine is badly 
arranged for getting rid of it. Suppose that at the top 
of the piston travel all the water is projected into the steam 
port; then, at the next steam admission, this water is 
spread forcibly over the interior areas. At the bottom of 
the cylinder things are different. The water tends to the 
lowest point, and is carried away with the exhaust. But 
at the top side the exhaust is actually closed before the 
piston has lifted the water so high as the port. This diffi- 
culty is got over in engines of the central valve type, for the 
coning of the piston is towards the centre, and the water 
begins to escape as soon as the exhaust is opened. In other 
engines of the single-acting variety, when the piston is coned 
downwards from the centre there is a ring of small holes 
near the bottom of the stroke of the piston. These holes 
are uncovered by the piston, and all water that has got so far 
down the cylinder is carried ont at these holes by the exhaust. 
Е 


The steam that still remains in the cylinder is dealt with by the 
ordinary valve. The method permits of this being reduced 
in size, for the first rush of the exhaust goes out at the ring 
of holes, The method seems to be adopted with single-acting 
engines only. It is not used, so far as we know, in engines 
of the double-acting type, because the holes would let out the 
steam from below the piston. High revolution engines have 


. usually so short a stroke that were the pistons made as deep 


as the stroke or thereabouts, à single ring of holes round the 
middle of the cylinder would be-uncovered by the piston when 
this was both at the top and bottom of its stroke. Thus, in 
an engine with a piston travel of 6 in., the piston would be 
nearly 6 in. deep and the exhaust from both ends of the 
cylinder in turn could escape this way, and the top of the 
cylinder would be kept much drier than is now possible. 

In seeking for lightness of parts, many engine makers 
go to extremes, We cannot think it good practice for 
the piston depth of a high speed engine to bear so small 
a ratio, as it frequently does, to the cylinder diameter. 
When a small ratio is adopted, the length of the central 
boss is also short, and the piston has a poor and un- 
steady hold on the rod, especially as there are certain 
difficulties of design in the way of employing a long taper jn 
this detail. A narrow or shallow piston is more excusable 
when the piston rod is carried through both ends of the cylinder, 
but without this precaution there are grave risks of the 
piston seizing the walls of the cylinder, especially in case of un- 
even lubrication, for the resistance at one part tends to throw the 
piston out of truth in such a way that it binds in the 
cylinder at opposite top and bottom edges. Where a piston 
is long this cannot happen. A long piston can never set 
itself, во to speak, cross-cornered in a cylinder. An aggra- 
vated instance of this trouble would be furnished in the case 
of a piston composed simply of a thin flat plate. It would 
be very difficult to push such a piston through its cylinder 
without throwing it out of truth, one side leading somewhat. 
There is little doubt that this is the effect produced upon 
the shallow pistons one sometimes sees placed in high-speed 
engines. No doubt the object is chiefly to save height in the 
design. It is a mistake to carry such economies so far; 
the economy of material and shop labour is very small 
indeed, and must be far outweighed by the consequential 
expenses which arise when the results manifest themselves in 
engines at work. Moreover, within reason, a deep piston 
holds lubrication very much better than a short piston. 
At one time it was the practice in America to make pistons 
so long that a band at the middle of the cylinder never was 
uncovered by the piston ; probably this was carrying a good 
thing to excessive lengths. To sum up, a long piston will 
work with less friction and less waste of steam; it will 
permit of the top end of the cylinder being drained—an 
advantage that cannot be attained in any double-acting engine 
of usual types; no serious extra expense is involved, and 
the results will be very much better. 


. — 


WEST HAM CONTRACT CONDITIONS. 


WE have recently had our attention called to a specification issued 
by the West Ham Town Council, asking for tenders for a 12 months’ 
supply of house fuse boxes. The estimated number required was 
about 230, and the value approximately £150. 

Prices were asked for 11 sizes, based on orders for one dozen of 
each size being ordered at one time, so that the probable value of 
any order, at any rate for one size, would not exceed £20. 

And yet we find the following stipulations amongst the general 
conditions :— | 

(а) Two sureties to be named willing to enter into a bond in the 
sum of two hundred pounds for the due and proper observance by the 
contractor of all the terms of the contract. - 

(b) These sureties to attend personally at the Town Hall, Stratford, 
to execute this bond. 

(c) Contractor to undertake to pay such rate of wages and observe 
such hours of labour as are accepted as fair by the trade unions апа 
employers in the district. 

(d) In case of failure by the contractor to deliver goods ordered 
under this contact within six weeks from date of instructions, to pay 
one pound per day for every day late. 

(e) If any portion of the contract is sublet without the consent 
in writing of the Council, contractor to forfeit the sum of fifty 
pounds, and if the contractor or his agent give any gratuity to any 
officer of the Council, the contract may be determined by the 
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Council without any liability on their part to pay any compensation 
to the contractor. 

(f) The Council do not undertake that the quantities ordered 
may not fall short of the number stated. 

Particular attention is called to clause (e), which it is stated 
will be strictly enforced. 

We feel sure that our readers will join us in considering these 
conditions totally out of place in a contract such as this. We can- 


not imagine any sane business maa agreeing to pay six pounds per: 


week penalty in case he is one week late in delivering one or more fuse 
boxes worth, on an average, under one pound each. Quite apart from 
its legal aspect, and in our opinion, it is quite unjustifiable from this 
standpoint, the charge is preposterous. The same may be said of the 
claims put forth in claims (a) (0) (c). The purchaser, in laying down 
guch conditions, is arrogating to himself a function quite outside his 
province as a trustee of public money. It is his duty to obtain for 
his constituents a fair return for money expended. By surrounding 
even small purchases of this description with clauses of this character, 
he is compelling a manufacturer to unduly increase his prices in 
order to protect himself against the additional risks, and the result 
is that the person to eventually suffer is not the manufacturer, but 
the purchaser, or in the case in question, the purchaser's con- 
stituents—the ratepayers. 

It may be said that to raise such a question over a small amount 
like £150 is unnecessary, but it is the principle we protest against, and 
the injustice is just as real to the small manufacturer, with his un- 
important contract, as to the large contractor with his order for large 
units of plant. | 

We are glad to know that many firms refuse to submit to such 
extravagant claims, and we hope that in time the ratepayer will be 
educated up to the point, when he will insist that his representatives 
on public bodies study his real interests in small matters as well as 
in great'ones. 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 14TH, 1902. 
Mr. Т. Н. BrakrsLEYy, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


THE officers and Council for the following year were elected as 
follows :— 

President: Prof. S. P. Thompson, D.Sc., F.R.S. 

Vice-Presidents: Members who have filled the office of president, 
and T. Н. Blakesley, M.A.; Prof. J. D. Everett, D.C. L., F. R. S.; S. 
Lupton, M.A.; J. Walker, M.A. l 

Secretaries: H. M. Elder, M.A.; W. Watson, B.Sc. 

Foreign Secretary : R. T. Glazebrook, D.Sc., F.R.S. 

Treasurer: Prof. H. L. Callendar, M.A., F.R.S. 

Librarian: W. Watson, B.Sc. 

Other Members of Council: С. Chree, D.Sc., F. R. S.; W. R. 
Cooper, M. A.; G. Griffith, M.A.; R. A. Lebfeldt, D. Sc.; A. W. 
Porter, B.Sc.; W. A. Price, M. A.; W. N. Shaw, M. A., F. R. S.; 
W. F. Stanley, F. G. S.; J. Swinburne ; A. A. Campbell Swinton, 
M. I. C. E. 

Prof. S. Langley and Prof. H. A. Lorentz were elected Honorary 
Fellows to fill the vacancies caused by the deaths of Prof. Rowland 
and Dr. Koenig. The President of the German Physical Society 
was elected an ex officio Fellow of the Society. 

The SECRETARY then read the President's address. It com- 
menced by giving some particulars of the life and work of Row- 
land, Koenig, Langley and Lorentz. On January 11th a telegram 
was sent in the name of the Society to Prof. Hittorf, congratulating 
him upon the jubilee of his professoriate. The work of translation, 
revision and production of an English version of Gilbert's De 
Magnete" has been completed, and a copy of the book presented 
to the Society by the President. The remainder of the address 
dealt with the refusal of the law of this country to recognise, as 
valid matter for the granting of letters patent, anything which may 
have been brought before any of the learned or scientitic societies. 
In the United States a man may appeal to the fact of his having 
read such a paper in proof of his subsequent claim to receive a valid 
patent for his invention. The law in this country works very 
inequitably. As examples, the invention of the microphone by the 
late Prof. Hughes, the Pre: ident’s invention of the Astigometer " 
and the invention of wireless telegraphy by Prof. Lodge were 
given. 

An ordinary meeting of the Society was then held, at which Mr. 
Littlewood exhibited an Attwood's machine. 

The Society then adjourned until February 28th. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


— —— 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


:*ompiled expressly for this journal by W. P. THOMSON & Co., Electrica] Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London W. C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


x,u. “Improvements in apparatus for turning or grinding, in position, the 
commutators of dynamo -electri machinery.“ W. Strion and $8. окр. 
February 3rd. 


9,604. “Improvements in or relating to knobs or buttons for electric 
switches.” F. G. Встснев. February 8rd. 

2.700. Telephone exchange circuit.“ G. LAMBERT. February 8rd. 
amas " Improvements in telephone line jacks." G. Laxsknr. February 


2,732. “Improvements in coin-freed electricity meters in part applicable to 
other purposes." G. HOOKHAM. February 3rd. 

2,736. Improved magneto-electric ignition apparatus for gas engines.“ 
G. Нохоір. February 8rd. (Complete. РР Ё s 


2,763. Adjusting appliance for electric tramcar trolleys.” E. Н. Lawson. 
February 4th. 


2,T14. “Improvements in electrical switches." R. F. Нлл. February 4th. 
(Coinplete.) 


2,816. Battery.“ C. A. ALLIsox. (W. C. Banks, United States. February 
4th. (Complete.) 

2,820. "Improvements in voltmeters." Р. Ganorrand R. Pompeii. Febru- 
ary 4th. (Complete.) 

2,825. ''Improvements in time electric switches." H.F.GocswkEL. Febru- 
ary ith. (Complete.) | 

2,828. “Improvements in rail bonds or connecting strips for electric rail- 
ways." M. F. Wuitox. February 4th. 

2,840. “ Improvements in street lamps or lanterns for incandescent electric 
light." E. SrANLEY and Tug Biurisii Prism GLosE ELECTRICAL COMPANY., 
February 4th. | 

2,817. “ Improvements in or relating to electric cables." S. Биввү. February 


2,950. '' Improvements in and relating to electric distribution systems.” 
C. G. Watson. February 5th. 


2,959. ''Improvements relating to telephone systems.” A. К. ANDRIANO» 
February bth. (Complete.) 

2,981. “ Improvements in apparatus for use in starting and controlling electric 
motors.” A. Н. Abaus and J. T. MovLp. February 5th. 

2990. “Improvements connected with incandescent electric lamps.“ 
J. SWINBURNE and M. Вогомох. February 6th. 

8,024. ''Improvements relating to electric traction by the surface contact 
system." B.CnrvELLIER. February 6th. (Complete.) 

3,069. “Improvements in and connected with current collectors for electric 
vehicles," L. LavaGNE and L. BERTRAND. February 6th. 

8,061. ''Improved automatic shunt coil core for arc Jamps." A. E. CARTER. 
February 5th. 
8.063. A double acting arc lamp brake for the perfect feeding of the carbons 
at a uniform rate.“ F. CARTER, February 6th. 

8,116. ''Improvements in safety fuses for electric circuits." A.D. SMITH. 
February 7th. 


8,184. “Improvements in or relating to trolley heads used in connection with 
overhead wires for electric traction.” J. Gnrewwoop ani J. HARTLEY. 
February 7th. 

8,141. “ Apparatus for repeating semaphore signals by electric bell in cab of 
engine, during foggy weather or falling snow," E.Twaits. February 7th. 

8,142, “Improvements in or relating to safety devices for electric overhead 
conductors." A.J. Восіт. (L. Negro, Italy.) February 7th. 

8,153. “ An electro-magnetically operated switch for openiug and closing an 
electrical circuit." C. E. G. GILBERT. February 7th. 

8,157. * Improvements in arc lamps." Н. T. Harrison and THE IMPROVED 
ELECTRIC GLow Lamp Co., LTD. February 7th. 

8,163, “Improvements relating to the secondary circuits of alternating 
currents." R. Свівзом. February 7th. 

8,165. “Improvements in and relating to multi-polar electrical machines. 
D. BERGMAN. February 7th. (Complete.) 

8,176. “Improvements relating to telephony.” T. J. Rorke and E. RoRKK 
February "th. 

8,221, ''Improvements in switch systems for telephone circuits.“ L. CERE 
BOTAN! and M. Baumer. February 8th. (Complete.) 

8,248. "Improvements in electric signal register and telephone systems.’ 
Р. Jensen. (The Yurgae Signalphone Manufacturing Company, United States. 
February 8th. (Complete.) 

3,272. ''Animproved method of making carbons for arc lamps and the like.” 
W. Р. Тномрѕох. (C. Conradty, Germany.) February 8th. 

8,273. ''Improvements in processes for making carbons for arc lamps and 
the like.“ W. Р, THompson, (C. Conradty, Germany.) February 8th. 


ABSTRAOTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 


and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps). 


- 1900. 
9,769. “‘improvements in the manufacture of electric raltway, гай aad 
ether electric coupli or terminals.” Т. J. Merge. Dated May 28th, 1900. 


Rail bonds for electric railways, dynamo terminals, clamps for attaching con- 
ductors to “bus bars" and the like are made of cast or drop forged copper, 
with a socket for the reception of the ends of the flexible cables on to which 
{пу are swaged cold and under great pressure, so as to cold-weld them, by dies, 

claims. 
batteries.” Е. P. L. Mors. 


9,781. “Improvements relating to prima 


` Dated May 28th, 1900. Relates to zinc-carbon batteries, and consists in 


making the carbon in the form of a tube provided with orifices. The zino 
may be suspended in the tube, and the cell may be provided with a cover. 
1 claim. 


9,836. “‘improvoments in and connected with the conduits of raltways,’ 
J.B. Larkin. Dated May 29th, 1900. Relates to electric railways and tramways опа 
conduit system with slot-closing arrangements. Conduits; collectors: The conduit 
is constructed of two L-scctions boltedto the sleepers and held apart by distance- 
pieces with dovetail end connections. These pieces are perforated to carry 
feeders, and they also carry the nonductor supports, while theire tops act as 
bearings for the two lines of slot-closing plates. The plates are grooved to 
embrace the top flanges of the conduit, and are closed by springs. Hinges соп: 
nect them at their ends, and they are opened by a plough, which is pivoted 
under the vehicle. The collector can be lifted out of the conduit by a cord 
running to the driver's platform, and a button on this cord engages and lifts the 
plough, 55 claims. 


9,873. “‘improvoments in elestrio motors, batteries, and connections thereof fer 
propelling automobiles and liko vehicles." J. Hewitt, C. A. Lindstrom and T. Howitt. 
Datcd May ?9th, 1900. Relates to electric motors, batteries, and connections 
thereof for propelling automobiles and like vehicles. Two independent motors 
are employed for propelling one axle, or the opposite wheels on one axle. Thoy 
are supplied with current at a low voltage from a secondary battery, the flelds 
of the two motors being permunently connected together in parallel and their 
armatures inseries. 4 clainis. 


9,879. “improvements in or relating to electric Incandescence lampe." R. Krayn. 
Dated May 29th, 1900. Relates to a lamp having a filament requiring prc. 
liminary electric heating to render it conductive, and having in its base an 
automatic interrupter to open the circuit of the heater when the filament has 
become conductive, used with one or more ordinary incandescent lamps. 
These are connected in parallel with the beater and give light immediately 
and so long as current is supplied to it. The auxiliary lamps may be either 
combined with or separate from the principal lamp. 1 claim. 
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CONVERSION OF OUR RAILWAYS. 


We have already referred to this most important question 
in our issues of January 24th and 31st, and we are obliged - 
toreturn to the subject once more in connection with the 
paper on “ Electrical Traction on Railways," which Messrs. 
Mordey and Jenkin recently read before the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, The fact that the question of adapting 
electric traction to railways is being taken up so vigorously, 
both before the Institutions and in the technical Press, augurs 
well for the prospects of the electrification of the suburban 
lines in our great cities. We ourselves have again and again 
preached the necessity of our railway companies at once 
taking in hand the electrification of their suburban lines, 
and we, therefore, welcome this paper in the hope that, 
if it does nothing more, it may at least impress upon the 
companies the necessity of doing something. 

We must apply the same criticism to the paper in 


| question, that we did to Mr. Langdon’s paper before the 
_ Institution of Electrical Engineers, in November, 1900, and 


we much regret that the authors do not appear to have 
made any serious attempt to work out in detail a complete 
solution of a practical case, but have only considered 
approximations and thrown out hints as to what may be 
done in the dim future, instead of considering the important 
changes which should be at once taken in hand by our rail- 
way companies. The question is one which should receive 
very careful attention, and it is to be hoped that by the 
time the Metropolitan and Metropolitan District, have 
electrified their lines, the North London, the Great Eastern, 
the Tilbury and Southend, the South-Eastern and Chatham, 
the Brighton and South Coast, and many other rail- 
way companies, will be prepared to follow suit and equip 


their own suburban lines, using a system which offers 


facilities for interchange . of traffic, ше to that which 
obtains at the present day. 

Messrs. Mordey and Jenkin’s paper can be divided into two 
sections, the first of which is a compilation, and contains 
nothing which is not known to everyone who is interested in 


electric traction; a large number of the figures and the 


descriptions there given, have evidently been taken from the 
evidence given at the recent arbitration. 

The second part of the paper is more or less оаа and 
seems to embody the ideas which the authors think should 
be adopted in the near future by our railways. This portion 
is, we think, open to serious criticism, and we very much 
doubt if any engineers who have really had much experience 
in traction work and who are acquainted with what has been, 
and is being, done in various parts of the world, would endorse 
the methods proposed in the paper for solving the problem 
of electric traction on our railways. The authors attempt to 
show that their system is the best, by a set of conditions 
which they state must be complied with by any system before 
it can hope to be adopted with satisfactory results. Accord- 
ing to them, these conditions can only be fulfilled by a 
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modification of a very old and well-worn system, which was, ' 


we think, first proposed by Major Cardew in some lectures 
which he gave in the early eighties. Variations of this 
system have been brought out from time to time, notably by 
Mr. Heilmann in France, and Mr. Ward Leonard in America, 
but in no ease have they proved successful. It would appear 
that the Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon is now experimenting 
witha similar system. It is evidently very hard for Mr, 
Mordey to leave his old love, and he has once more returned 
to the use of the single-phase alternating current. The 
authors scem to find no difference between electric railways 
and electric tramways—presumably they are in this case 
referring to light railways, otherwise their supposition would 
certainly seem surprising, as they would be comparing, say, 
the Central London Railway with its 140-ton trains and 
the London United Tramways and its 12-ton cars. | 


Since the arbitration, many engincers seem to be imbued 
with the idea that nothing but bare conductors carrying 
currents at pressures of thousands instead of hundreds of 
volte can be satisfactory for traction on railways. We do 
not think that such an idea is justified by past experience, 
at any rate as regards suburban lines, although we fully 
endorse the advisability of generating and transmitting the 
energy ata high pressure from as few power stations as 
possible. 

It is stated that the three-wire system failed in America 
and was successful in England. This is perfectly correct, 
but at the same time it is misleading, because in the case of 
the American lines, owing to the absence of sub-stations, it 
was considered to be too costly to add equalisers. Further- 
more, the system was adopted on tramways, and in that 


case it is very much more difficult to balance the number of 


cars on each side of the neutral tban with an electric 
railway, where trains run much more regularly and to time 
table. The City and South London is, however, a very 
bright example of what English engineers and manu- 
facturers can produce, and we are proud of the fact that it 
and the Liverpool Overhead Railway were the first railways 
to be operated electrieally in any country. 


We doubt whether the authors are quite justified in the 
statement that it isan open question whether it is not better 
to use motor-generators than rotary converters for traction 


purposes. We believe that very few traction engineers will 


be found to question the absolute superiority of the rotary 
converter. It is not casting any reflection on those who 
have not had the opportunity of having a very large and 
practical experience with a comparatively new type of 
apparatus, for us to consider their judgment of but little 
value as compared with that of men who have. It is 
evident that the prejudice against the rotary converter, 
which is often exhibited, is due either to interested manu- 
facturers who have not had experience in constructing such 
machinery, or to people who have little familiarity with the 
operation of the apparatus, or have, unfortunately, had to do 
with defectively designed or constructed samples. 


In a table which the authors give in the appendix, where 
they have calculated the watt-hours per ton-mile on the 
Central London Railway, we find two figures which entirely 
disagree with the sworn evidence at the arbitration. The 
output per ton-mile is stated by the authors to be 102 watt- 
hours at the main station, or 95 watt-hours at the sub- 
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station, whereas Mr. Chapman in his evidence stated that it 
was only 41} watt-hours on this line, and in experiments he 
had carried out at Chicago it was 60 watt-hours, whilst in 
the tests made by Messrs. Chapman, Dawson and Parshall 
at Sondrio on the Ganz system the watt-hours per ton-mile 
averaged from 60 to 80. We imagine that the authors 
have overlooked the fact that both the lighting and the lifts 
in the Central London Railway are operated electrically, and 
we are informed that a fair estimate of the percentage of 
power used bg the trains is 50 per cent., the lifts and light- 
ing taking from 30 to 40, whilst the remainder is accounted 
for by losses in transmission, &c. An oversight like this, 
if not noticed, might cause serious mistakes to be made as 
regards the economy of electric traction, since it is evident 
that on a surface line without lifts or lighting the watt- 
hours per ton-mile given by the authora for the Central 
London Railway would be misleading. 


The authors give the cost per passenger carried on the 
Central London Railway and the City and South London 
Railway, much to the advantage of the latter. No mention, 
however, is made that the greater portion of this difference 
is due to the bad condition of the track and to the very 
heavy direct-connected motors on the Central London Rail- 
way locomotives. If this fact is taken into consideration, 
and the other charges, which are greater in one. case than 
in the other, but which are not due to system, are equalised, 
the Central London Railway will come ont better than the 
City and South London. | 


In the case of transforming stations, we think the authors 
have not had access to the latest figures ; they also do not 
state what they mean by a “ fair proportion of spare plant, 
and hence the tables they give are of little real use. Sup- 
posing that they have allowed for 25 per cent. of the total 
equipment as spares (and this is a fairly liberal allowance) 
their figures for the cost of rotary converters and motor- 
generators are about 12 per cent. and 40 per cent. too 
high respectively, whilst the cost of transformers is nearly 
18 per cent. in excess of present prices for similar apparatus. 

The authors consider that steel rails have about ten times 
the resistance of commercial copper—we think this a rather 
low estimate ; the figure is nearer 11, and often reaches 12, 
although where rails of proper composition are specially 
rolled for third-rail purposes, the resistance can be brought 
down so as to be only between seven and eight times that of 
commercial copper. The advantage claimed for alternating 
current, that there is no electrolysis, is a very doubtful one, 
and will, we think, be denied by many authorities. 

The whole question of the cost of installation of direc, 
versus alternating current railways is not properly brought 
out, In the arbitration it was contended by several 
experienced witnesses that the reduced cost of working con- 
ductors, owing to the high pressure used, and the omission of 
the rotary converters, would not greatly decrease the cost of 
one system, us compared with the other, owing to the low 
power factor, which may often be as low as 0'7, necessi- 
tating much heavier feeders and larger generators and trans- 
formers. 

The authors give 12 conditions which any electric system 
must fulfil, and this question is of sufficient interest to be 
considered more at length. These conditions are as 
follows :— 
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1. For main lines an extra high pressure supply must be used for 
feeding the sub-stations placed along the line. 

2. These sub-stations must not contain any moving machinery, 80 
that there need be no constant attendance or supervision. 

3. For main lines, or for lines more than about 50 miles in length, 
which run into the country, some form of high or extra high pressure 
supply must be adopted for distributing the power from the sub- 
stations to the trains. | 

4. With a high pressure distributing system, overhead conductors 
must be used in order to make them inaccessible. 

5. The overhead distributing system should admit of unlimited 
extension and be such as could Бе adopted as a standard by all 
railway companies, for it is nearly as important that the overhead 
equipment should be the same on all railways, as it is that they 

should bave the same rail gauge. 

6. The overhead distributing system should be able to supply 
energy to trains with different types of motors and systems of 
controlling them. . | 

7. A high acceleration must be possible when starting the train. 

8. On a falling gradient, or when stopping, the energy of the 
moving train should, if possible, be returned to the line. 

9. It should be possible to vary the speed economically within 
wide ranges to admit of running on suburban lines, and on main 
lines with the same train equipment, and to enable lost time to be 
made up. 

10. The motors should form, or should be combined with, a 
variable ratio arrangement for starting, for speed regulation, and 
for returning energy. 

11. It should be possible, either to have all the motors on a loco- 
motive, or to distribute them throughout the train. 

12. The train equipment and control should admit of unlimited 


extension, nd should be capable of modification, so as to work with 


other distributing systems than its own. 


With the first four of these points we are more or less in 
agreement, having, indeed, ourselves enunciated them for 
main line working in December, 1900. There is, however, 

some question as to the practicability of overhead con- 
ductors for large powers and high speeds. Under these 


conditions the overhead system has proved a failure in - 
America, and has had to be discarded even where only one 


conductor has been used. | 

On the Baltimore and Ohio Railway, where a solid over- 
head conductor was employed, it has had to be pulled down 
and replaced by a third rail. We doubt whether the Board 
of Trade would allow high-pressure bare wires over the 
centre of the tracks. In the Berlin-Zossen experiments 
these high-pressure wires have had to be placed at the side 
of the track. If such an arrangement were adopted, it 
would entail considerable complication at junctions and 
crossings. 


[f the authors’ remarks in section 7 had applied to sub- | 


urban traffic, we would have fully agreed with them; but if 
they apply to long-distance lines, we see no object in a high 
rate of acceleration. | | 

The system worked out by the authors, although con- 
taining some novel features, is not in itself new. It con- 
sists in having a single-phase motor coupled to a generator 
and exciter on the locomotive, from whence other continuous 
or three-phase currents can be sent to the motors which 
drive the train. By this means any combination is possible, 
but at the same time it must not be overlooked that it 
means that then every train must carry treble the amount 
of machinery, which would otherwise be necessary. Thus 
à train which is equipped with, say, six motors rated at 
250 H.P. each, would have to carry, in addition, a 1,500-H.P. 
generator, driven by a 1,500-н.р. motor. 

It is true that on some railways several tons of cast-iron 

or old rails are added to each coach, so as to increase 
stability, but the authors presumably do not suggest to put 
in a motor-generator in each carriage, which, although it 
might supply additional weight necessary to secure easy 
running, would be very costly as compared with pig iron or 
old rails, not to mention the space which would be taken up 
by the additional motor-generator plant. Should this be 
their idea, it must be borne in mind that the machinery on 
each carriage is tripled, as well as the capital expenditure and 
cost of maintenance. If the authors do not suggest this 
method, we cannot see that by adding & motor-generator in a 
locornotive at one end of the train they will give additional 
stability to the ordinary passenger carriages. 

In conclusion, we would say that the paper is from а 
certain point of view of interest, and will undoubtedly give 
rise to a very good discussion, but it does not present any 
information which will be of benefit to those who are 
considering or are engaged in the construction of electric 
lines, n 


‘copper standard being taken as 100. 


THE ELECTRICAL CONDUCTIVITY 
AND MAGNETIC PROPERTIES OF ALLOYS 
OF IRON. 


THE investigation of the electrical, magnetic and mechanical 
properties of alloys has hitherto fallen in a great measure to 
German metallurgists ; it was one of the first pieces of work 
undertaken by the Charlottenburg Nationa] Physical Labora- 
tory. Ап account of the researches is published in Band IT 


of the issenschaftliche Abhandlungen der Physik, Tech. 


Reichsanstalt, of which we gave a summary in the ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, April ‘22nd and May 6th, 1898. It is. with 
great satisfaction that we note that British metallurgists 
have now awakened to a sense of the importance of this 
question. Мг. К. A. Hadfield, of the Hecla Steel Works, 
Sheffield, in association with Prof. W. F. Barrett and Mr. 
W. Brown, of the Royal College of Science for Ireland, have 
prepared and examined a great variety of different alloys of 
iron, and we venture to think that their paper read before 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers last week is the most 
valuable contribution to the subject which has appeared in 
this country. It lacks only one thing, so far as we can see, 
and that is an account of the enduring qualities of the alloys 
under varying conditions of dampness and temperature ; we 
hope that before the specimens are put aside the authors may 
be able to complete their investigation on that essential 
quality—the permanence. The paper is too long for full 
publication here; it has, therefore, to appear as an abstract. 


In the preparation of these specimens a great variety of different 
alloys of iron were made and cast into ingots. Many of these, 
after examination, were rejected, owing to the difficulty of getting 
good castings, or the impossibility of forging and then rolling the 
specimens. There remained 110, which were forged into bare, and 
these bars, after being heated to a bright red (about 900° C.), were 
rolled into rods of nearly circular cross-section, about 4 centimetre 
(0:2 in.) in diameter (No. 5 B. W. G.), and cut into lengths of 
106 cms. (42 in.). After being straightened, the rods wero tested 
for electrical conductivity, and many of them for magnetic per- 
meability, in the ordinary rolled or unannealed condition. The 
rods were then very carefully annealed, being heated to about 
1,000° C., the cooling (in an E. and W. position) taking 100 hours, 
about four days and nights, and the electrical conductivity and the 
magnetic properties of the whole series carcfully redetermined in 
this annealed condition. After further tests on other physical pro- 
perties of these alloys in their present annealed condition have 
been concluded, it is proposed to repeat the experiments on the 
rods when hardened. 

The specimens tested in the form of rods and wires were— 


Class 1.—Alloys of iron containing varying propor- 
tions of one other element 

„ 2.—Ditto, ditto, ¿wo other elements .. Р 

„ 9.—Ditto, ditto, three or more elements Ge UR m 


A chemical analysis of each of these alloys is given in the paper. 
The paper is divided into four parts. Part I. deals with the elec- 
tric conductivity of the alloys; Part П. with their magnetic pro- 
perties; Part III. describes a series of practically non-magnetic 
alloys of iron; and Part IV. gives the results obtained with two 
alloys containing nearly 3 per cent. of non-magnetic elementa, 
which, nevertheless, are, within certain wide limits of induction, 
more magnetic than the purest commercial iron obtainable 
(Swedish charcoai iron, containing 99:89 per cent. of iron), all 
being in the same physical state as regards annealing. The con- 
ductivity of the rods was determined by the potential method, the 
fall of potential over a known length of the rod under experiment 
being compared with the fall over a corresponding length of a 
standard copper or iron rod. 

Fig. 1 shows the electric conductivity, and fig. 2 the specific elec- 
tric resistance of those alloys of iron contained in Class I. In fig. 1 
the ordinates express the conductivity, Matthicssen’s pure hard 
copper being taken as 100, and the absciss:e give the percentage of 
the other elements alloyed with the iron. In fig. 2 the absciss:e are 
the same, but the ordinates express the specific resistance in 
microhma pex c.c. As it is impossible to represent by diagrams on 
а plane surface the results obtained with varying percentages of 
two or more elements added to iron, the results are shown in tabular 
form in the paper. ' | 

The standard with which the conductivity of the rods was com- 
pared was a specimen of pure copper obtained from Kelvin and 
White, of Glasgow; the conductivity of this standard had been 
determined with care in the Phyeical Laboratory of Glasgow 
University and found to be 101:01, Matthiessen’s hard-drawn pure 
In addition to the foregoing, 
a standard was made of the purest commercial iron in the form of 
a rod 104 cms. long, carefully turned to a uniform diameter 
throughout its length; the sectional area of the rod being 071874 
sq. cms., about the same as the rest of the specimens. A sample of 


59 specimens. 
44 


. this standard iron was drawn into wire of the same diameter as the 


copper standard (0:124 cm.), and the relative conductivity of the 
iron and copper wires directly determined, and also their specific 
resistances per c.c. The specific resistance was found to be 1047 
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microhms per c c. for the iron wire, and 1°721 for the copper, both 
at 18° C. The conductivity of the iron deduced from these values 
is 16-44. Comparing the conductivity of tbe standard iron rod with 
the iron wire, the former was found to be 16:5 and the latter 16:4, 
Matthiessen's copper being taken as 100; this slight difference 
between the iron rod and iron wire being due to some variation in 
hardness in the two specimens, which had not been specially 
annealed. When tbe wire was carefully annealed its conductivity 
rose to 16°78 ; copper, as before, being 100. 

Hence, by multiplying the conductivity of any specimen, in terms 
of copper, by 100, and dividing by 1678, we obtain the conductivity 
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in terms of the standard annealed iron as 100. As, however, it is 
often more convenient to express the results as retistances, we can 
find the specifie resistance of any specimen iu microhms рег c.c. by 
multiplying the specitie resistauce of the standard copper (1721) 
hy 106 and dividing bv the conductivity of the specimen in terms 
of copper, the ratio of the respective resistances being inversely ач 
the ratio of their conductivities. The temperature throughout was 
that of the air, about 18 C. Notwithstanding the care taken in 
the manufacture of these alloys to reduce the impurities to a miri- 
mum, a certain percentage of carbon and of manganese is present in 
ali the specimens. This is u^avoidable in the ordinary process of 


—— 


4d 


when опе only was added to iron. 


manufacture; but the authors believe these impurities are present 
in smaller quantities than in any considerable collection of iron 
alloys yet made. | 

A similar effect on conductivity is produced by the different 
elements when more than one is present in the alloy as was observed 
In fact, the rate of increase of 
specific resistance produced by successively adding 1 per cent. of, 
say, aluminium to iron is almost the same as the rate deduced from 
similar additions of aluminium to a composite chromium-aluminium- 
iron alloy, and so with other of these alloys. 

The highest elertrical resistance of any known metallic wire, com- 
mercially useful, has been found in 
some of these composite iron alloys. 

ИЕ Thus an alloy of 25 рег cent. of 
nickel and 5 per cent. of manganese 
has a specific resistance of 97°5 
microhms and a comparatively low 
temperature coefficient. This alloy 
is easily drawn into wire, and ap- 
pears to undergo but little change 
in heating, and is not an expensive 
product. It hasalso some remark- 
able thermo electric properties. 
Many of these nickel- manganese 
iron alloys were made by Mr. Had- 
field many years ago, and their 
Specific resistance and temperature 
coefficient were determined in 1895. 
Among these was the alloy contain- 
ing 15 per cent. of nickel and 5 per 
cent. of manganese, originally called 
rheostene, now known as resista, 
and the physical properties of tbis 
material were fully investigated in 
1895. Since then various makers 
have given other names to these 
alloys and they are to be had on 
the market. For six years resistance 
coils made of rheostene have been 
used in the electric installation and 
lecture theatre in the Royal Col- 
lege of Science, and no depreciation 
of the material has been noticed. 

The authors have already deter- 
mined the relative thermal con- 

| ductivity of upwards of 40 of these 

alloys, and in every case the electric 
and thermal conductivities go hand 
in hand; the causes that diminish 
the electric conductivity appear to 
diminish the thermal conductivity. 

The preceding results show that 
the conductivity of iron is in all 
саѕез diminished by alloying it with 
another metal, even though that 
metal be itself a better conductor 
than iron, except perhaps in the 
case of an alloy of iron and copper. 
In the case of the copper-iron alloy s 
the specimens were very few aud 
contained variable amounts of 
impurity. The only spe.imeus in 
this group that are at all comp rable 
are two, one of which contains about 
1 per cent. more copper than the 
other, with a little higher con- 
ductivity, a difference which may be 
accounted for by the sligh.ly less 
carbon and manganese impurities it 
contaias, though both have high 
carbon. The foregoing results also 
indicate that reduction of con- 
ductivity produced by alloying iron 
with another metal is not due to the 
greater specific resistance of the 
added metal. On the contrary, an 
iron alloy of very high specific 1e- 
sistance is produced by adding to 
iron an element of much lower 
specific resistance than the iron 
itself. In fact, the conductivity of 
the resultant alloy appears to have 
no connection with the conductivity 
of the constituents of the alloy. 
Thus, if we compare an aluminium- 
iron alloy with а corresponding 
percentage nickel-iron alloy, the 
former is a far worse conductor than 
he latter, albeit pure aluminium is upwards of three times better 
a conductor than pure iron, whereas nickel is а slightly worse 
conductor than iron. 

An inspection of figs. 1 and 2 shows that of all the alloys 
examined the addition of tungsten to iron reduces the conductivity 
tbe least. The author can find no record of the conductivity of 
this element having been determined, nor of chromium, manganese, 
nor silicon, and would be glad if any one could give information on 
this point. 

The effect on the conductivity of iron produced by the presence 
of small quantities of carbon is strikingly shown in fig. 1. In fact, 
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other things being equal, the conductivity of a specimen affords a 
rapid and simple method of estimating the amount of carbon present 
in a sample of steel, by an inspection of the curve in fig. 1. Tbe 
rolled and annealed specimens of carbon-iron alloys at disposal did 
not contain more than 1} per cent. of carbon, so that the carbon 
curves were not carried beyond this point. | 


Figs. 1 and 2 also demonstrate that the greatest reduction of 


conductivity, fora given percentage of the added element, is pro- 
duced by the first increments of the element added. B 

The effect thus produced on the transmission of electricity 
through an alloy of growing richness is therefore analogous to the 
effect produced on the transmission of white light through a 
medium which is tinted with increasing quantities of colouring 
matter, the first additions of the colour producing the greatest 
selective absorption. 

In the following table is shown the increase of resistance produced 
by the addition of 1 per cent. of the element in an iron alloy con- 
taining about 4 per cent. of the added element. And in another 
column is shown the specific heat and the atomic weight of the 
elements named in the first column. 


| А : : | А 
Iron alloyed with of T per oent | heat.” weight. 
FP — — 
Tungsten 0:9 | 0035 | 184 
Nickel CN е] 2:0 109 59 
Chromium ... is 3°0 | 1 (?) 52 
Manganese .. | 52 122 55 
Silicon 10˙3 183 28 
212 27 
| 


Aluminium ... Е | 111 


It will be seen that the increase in specific resistance follows the 
game order as the increase in specific heats of the various elementa, 
with the possible exception of chromium, the specific heat of which 
element is doubtful, and the exact specific resistance produced by 
that alloy is also a little uncertain. With the same сермер, е 
atomic weight appears to decrease as the resistance òf the alloy 
increases. This, of course, follows from Dulong and Petit’s law. If 
it should prove to be a real physical relationship, it may afford some 
light on the obscure question of what determines the remarkable 
increase in resistance when a comparatively good conductor like 
aluminium is alloyed with iron. | : 

The comparative effect of carbon is extremely difficult to ascertein 
owing (1) to the impossibility of making alloys of iron with large 
percentages of carbon, and (2) the difficulty of excluding impurities 
such as manganese, silicon, &c., from the carbon steels, It is only 
by comparing the specific resistance of specimens with a similar 
amount of impurities and different amounts of carbon that an 
estimate of the effect of carbon can be made. From the purest com- 
mercial iron (S C.I.) up to iron containing 0:14 per cent. of carbon, 
the increase in specific resistance is at the rate of about 2 microhms 
for one-tenth of 1 per cent. of added carbon, but from 0:14 to 124 per 
cent. of carbon the rate of increase in specific resistance produced 
by the carbon falls to one-fourth of this, viz., about five microhms for 
1 per cent. of added carbon. The result doubtless depends on the 
condition in which the carbon exists in the iron with which it is 
alloyed, apd metallurgists have told us there is a considerable 
difference in this respect. The specific heat of carbon in the form 
of graphite is 0 16, and in the form of diamond it is 0113. Hence 
its place in tbe above table is between manganese and chromium, 


and this is also its position a3 regards the increase of specitic resist- 


ance it produces in iron for corresponding percentages. 

In all cases annealing was found to diminish the specific resist- 
ance of these alloys, In one particular composite alloy, containing 
14 per cent. of inickel, 5 per cent. of manganese, and 2 per cent. of 
aluminium, alloyed with 78:5 per cent. of iron, the unannealed alloy 
had the enormous specific resistance of 89 microhms per c.c., whilst 
the same specimen annealed was 48 microhms per c.c —a difference 
of 87 per cent. produced by annealing. 

The effect of heat treatment on the alloys of iron containing a 
large percentage of manganese is, however, different from that pro- 
duced on most other sedis The slow cooiing of a high manganese 
steel hardens it, whilst rapid cooling softens it. This difference in 
the effect of heat-treatment probably accounts for the anomalous 
conductivity shown by certain specimens of manganese steels, as 
secn in the curves for that alloy in fig. 1. It will be observed that 
the presence of carbon in any of these alloys greatly diminishes 
their conductivity, and also their magnetic permeability, as we 
ehall see later on. The difference between the bigh and low carbon 
manganese steels is shown in fig. 1. 


( To be continued.) 


ARMATURE INTERFERENCE AND BRUSH 
POSITION. 


By H. M. HOBART. 


A FEW years ago the sparkless collection of the current from 
the commutator controlled the rating of continuous-current 
dynamos, and this gradually improved from the old require- 
ment of sparkless collection with brush position altered for 


920 


various loads, to the present requirement that the brush 
position shall remain unaltered for all loads, and, indeed, for 
momentary overloads of from 50 per cent. to 100 per cent., 
and for sustained overload of from 25 per cent. to 50 per 
cent. The rapid introduction of traction and other motors . 
requiring frequent reversal of direction, with brushes in the 
neutral position, and the demand for shunt motors for run- 
ning sparklesaly at any of a wide range of speeds by field 
regulation, accelerated the rate of improvement in commuta- 
tion, and for some time a few designers have ceased to regard 
the question of sparkless commutation as the limit of output 
of the dynamo, regarding instead the temperature rise as 
the limit. Here, also, the improvement bas been very 
marked. The practice of using ventilating ducts and chan- 


nels, not only through the armature core, but amongst the 


armature end-connections, through the commutator spider 
(even of small machines), and often also through the беј!) 
spool, has eompletely altered the situation; such ducts and 
channels have gradually been increased in number, and often 
in size, and to-day but little difficulty is experienced in 
working to rigid specifications as regards the ultimate increase 
of temperature with sustained heavy loads. Even in the 
case of totally enclosed apparatus, the progress in this direc- 
tion is rapid, and the patent records now contain descrip- 
tions of numerous ingenious and useful constructions devised 
for the purpose. At present it may be said that the tem- 


| eic increase has also ceased to be the limit of output, 


aving given place to efficiency and regulation, both of 
which are often sacrificed to & certain extent in the con- 
structions best adapted to good ventilation and freedom from 
sparking, | 

Electrical apparatus has, however, always been charac- 
terised by inherently high efficiency. The losses in the 
generator and transforming apparatus are out of all pro- 
portion smaller than those in the prime mover and its 
auxiliaty apparatus and in the transmission system. Whether 
а 1,000-kw. dynamo's commercial efficiency is -94°5 per 
cent. or only 94:0 per cent., has practically no influence upon 
the cost per kilowatt-hour delivered. 

Regulation, however, is a much more important factor, 
and it would hence appear that regnlation may at this stage 
be considered the limit of output. Ж 

Regulation is intimately associated with the design of the 
armature windings, of the field windings, of the magnetic | 
circuit and of the commutator—and very specially with tlie 
brush position. The influence of the brush position is very 
great, yet it is often not recorded in test reports. The tests 
generally recorded, still rarely comprise more than curves of 
saturation, core loss, and commercial compounding. This 
is, indeed, all and much more than can be afforded on the 
majority of standard machines daily passing through tlie 
testing department, but even the outlay for these tests is 
often wasted. It is no rare occurrence to find unrecorded 
the speed corresponding to the saturation curve and core loss 
curve, the brush position corresponding to the ‘compounding 
curve, and the precise conditions of load during the beat run. 
The temperature measurements at the end of the heat run ате. 
rarely taken with sufficient precautions to ensure reliable 
results. "These, however, are complaints of long standing. 
and perhaps are necessary, since in ordinary commercial 
testing, the question of expense has to be considered as 
rigorously as any other part of the total manufacturing cost. 

But in determining the lines towards which new con- 
structions should tend, there would be an undeniable com- 
mercial value in a few sets of tests on commutating machines, 
which should include numerous enrves based оп observations 
never as yet thoroughly made. It is very difficult to carry 
out such tests in central stations, for there it is of chicf 
importance to avoid doing anything which could possibly 
jeopardise the maintenance of an uninterrupted service. As 
already shown, the difficulties are also great in the manu- 
facturing establishment, since there it is difficult to prevail 
upon the manufacturer to іу саг heavier testing expenses 
than are absolutely required to ensure constructional sound- 
ness and compliance with the customer's requirements for 
the performance of the machine, and it must be admitted 
that, on large machines, these indispensable tests alone 
amount to 2 very appreciable percentage of the factory cost. 
Tests carried out by institutions for technical instruction 
have often proved most helpful in supplying such informa- 
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tion as is required in practice in the interests of the advance- 
ment of the knowledge of dynamo construction, and in 
presenting the following meagre experimental data and the 
accompanying suggestions for further tests, the writer is 
prompted partly by the hope that the tests may be repeated 
with greater care and under better conditions and carried 
further than is otherwise likely to be the case. | 

À point of considerable interest relates to the dependence 
of the regulation upon the brush position. Some testa in 
this respect were made upon a four-pole 17-KW. 110-volt 
generator running at 700 revolutions per minute, and the 
results are plotted in fig. 1. From the curves of fig. 1 th 
values set forth in Table I. are taken. | | 


TABLE I. 


і 
Ampere-turns excitation at following values 
| | ! of load, for maintaining 110 volts. 
Brush position. | 


— ee 


0 VP 


| | | 
, 2,920 3,180 3,450 3,770 4,150 4,480 4,850 
. 2,900 3,030 3.200 3,430 3,670 3,910 4,130 
+ 8,000 3,070 3,160 3,280 3,450 3,650 3,860 
| $ | ' i 


24 segments forward 
Neutral position 
2 segments backward 


From Table I. we find that with 24 segments forward 
lead, an increase of 42 per cent. was required in the excita- 


шоп to maintain constant voltage at full load. With the. 


brushes in the neutral position 26 per cent. was required, 
. and with two segments backward lead, 15 per cent. sufficed, 
there being, therefore, a great improvement in the inherent 
regulation with decreased forward lead. 

When, however, the compounding is effected by а series 
winding in the ordinary manner, the regulation is about 
equally geod in all three cases. | 

This is shown in the following calculation :— 

With 24 segments forward lead 4,150—2,920 = 1,230 ampere- 
а turns are required in series 

' coil at full load. 
3,670—2,900 = 670 ampere- 
turns are required in series 

coil at full load. 
3,450—3,000 — 450 ampere- 
turnsare required in series 

coil at full load. 

As the automatic increase in the excitation effected by the 
series coil will be directly proportional to. the load, the 
excitation values for the different loads will be those given 
in Table II., and the corresponding terminal voltages are 
given in Table III. | 


With brushes in neutral position 


With 2 segments backward lead 


TABLE II. 


| 


Excitation in ampere-turns. 

30 d ја % 1 
.. 2,920 3,228 m ae 41504458 4,765 
. 12,900 3,093 3,265:3,477 3,670 3,873 4,053 
+ 3,000 3,113 3,226 3,989 3,450 3,568 3,676 


| 
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Brush position. 


24 segments forward 
Neutral position 
2 segments backward 


TABLE III. 


| Terminal voltage. 
i | ДЕ оң 
1100 1120 113-0 11260110 U 109 8 108-2 
... (11070 1121 11371 111°6'110-0 169-0 108-0 
‚11001114 1123 140 1100107 105:0 
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Brush position. 


———  —— 


24 segments forwards 
Neutral position 
2 segments backward 


The machine had 79 commutator segments, hence 20 per 
pole-piece, and at full load the armature strength was 2,800 
armature ampere-turns per pole-piece. | | 
Although, Table III. shows the regulation with a com- 
pound winding to be, for this machine, practically 
independent of the brush position, nevertheless, it is evident 
that an unnecessarily great lead ef the brushes involves 
additional outlay for field copper and lower efficiency as a 
consequence of increased losses in the field spools. Machines 
should, therefore, be designed with very low reactance 
voltage not only from the standpoint of improving the com- 
mutation, but also to secure improved inherent regulation, 


no harmful influence whatever. 
веб the 


economy in field copper, and (incidentally and indirectly) 
improved efficiency. 

À very great deal of study has beeri devoted to the matter 
of the magnetic commutating zone. "The original idea was 
that this should be relied upon to reverse the current in the 
coils as they successively came into the position of short- 
circuit under the brushes. Unfortunately, as the load 
increases, and with it the need' for this commutating 


magnetic field, the interfering property of the armature 


magneto-motive force weakens it and distorts it away from 
the useful position. This is all well known. It has led 
gradually to the employment of carbon brushes not only om 
railway motors (where other considerations predominated), 
but gradually on generators of all voltages in spite of the 
increased commutator surface thereby required. Lately it 
has become customary to attribute increased significance to 
the brush resistance, and ever less and less to the influence 
of the magnetic commutating field. The writer is strongly 
in favour of abandoning all reliance upon the magnetic 
field for overcoming the reactance voltage in the short- 
circuited coil, and to rely merely on во designing 
the machine that the reactance voltage of the 
short-circuited coil ів so extremely low as to exert 
This makes it practicable to 
brushes permanently at the geometrical. 
neutral point, quite out of the way of any commutating 
magnetic field. This is quite different from the special case 
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FIG. 1.—CuRVES OF EXCITATION REGULATION FOR DIFFERENT BsaysH 
Positions. TERMINAL VOLTAGE = 110, SPEED = 700 R. P. M. 


of railway and other reversible series-wound motors, for in 
those the speed is less the greater the load, hence, on 
account of the decrease in the periodicity of commutation 
as the current increases, the reactance voltage increases by 
no means as rapidly as the load, and above some particular 
value of the load the reactance voltage actually decreases, 
hence the obtaining of. reasonable freedom from sparking 
was—with carbon brushes—fairly effectively achieved in 
railway motors at a comparatively early date. | 

This practice of designing dynamos to operate with the 
brushes set permanently at the geometrical neutral point has 
the further advantage, already shown in the test above 
described, of greatly improving the inherent regulation, 
saving copper and improving the efficiency. 

The following table sets forth what the writer regards as a 
most useful and instructive set of observations to be taken on 
а commutating dynamo. Even rough determinations of 
these values afford means for intelligently prescribing the 
most favourable fixed brush position for a given machine, the 
decision being oontrolled by the consideration that, in the 
interests of regulation, efficiency and economy in spool 
copper, the brush position should be chosen with as slight a 
forward lead as is eonsistent with the commutation require- 
ments. : 
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EXPERIMENTAL OBSERYATIONS ON BRUSH SHIFTING. 


No load.—Number of segments maximum brush shift without 
sparking. ` à 

No load.—Percentage marimum brush shift without sparking. 
‚ Full load.—Number of segments minimum brush shift without 
sparking. 

Full load.—Percentage minimum brush shift without sparking. 

Half load.—Number of segments shift for most sparkless running. 

Half load.—Percentage of segments shift for most sparkless 
running. 

Full load.—Segments shift for most sparkless running. 

Fall load.—Percentage of segments shift for most sparkless 
ranning. 

50 per cent. overload.—Segments shift for most sparkless 
running. | . 

50 per cent. overload.— Percentage of segments shift for most 
sparkless running. 

100 per cent. overload.—Segments shift for most sparkless 
Tunning. 

100 per cent. overload.—Percentage of segments shift for most 
sparkless running. 

Best fixed brush position for all loads.—Segments shift. 

Best fixed brush position forall loads.—Per cent. shift. 


The writer is of the opinion that a machine requiring, for 
satisfactory commutation from no load to 50 per cent. over- 
load, a forward brush position of much more than 5 per 
cent. or 6 per cent. of the polar pitch (i. e., much more than 
9 per cent. or 6 per cent. of the segments per pole) will in 
the near future be regarded as hardly a first-class design. 


(To be continued.) 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS TELEPHONES. 


Iw our last issue we mentioned that application had been made by 
the Tunbridge Wells Corporation for powers to raise a further sum 
of £15,000 for telephone purposes, and than sn inquiry had been 
held before an inspector for the Board with regard thereto. Want 
of space compelled us to withhold a summary of the evidence until 
this week. For our information we are indebted to the Rent and 
Sussex Courier, in which a full report appeared. 

Colonel W. L. Coke was the Local Government Board inspector ; 
Mr. W. D. Cripps, town clerk, appeared for the Corporation; Mr. 
H. T. Drury opposed on behalf of Col. Holland and other ''dis- 
sentient "ratepayers; Mr. E. E. Robb appeared on his own behalf 
asa member of the Council, and various other persons and interests 
were represented. | | 

Mr. H. C. Cripps, in opening the case in support of the applica- 
tion, gave a sketch of the history of telephonic matters in Tun- 
bridge Wells, culminating in an application for a Post Office license 
and the starting of an exchange. On October 23rd, 1901, the 
L.G.B. sanction tə the loar of £10,000 was received, in December, 
1901, the Telephone Committee recommended the present exten- 
sion, The original estimate of £10,000 was based on an estimate 
of 300 subscribers. They had now 533 subscribers connected and 
283 waiting to be connected. It was absolutely necessary that the 
capital invested in the undertaking should be increased, because of 
the extension of the work and:the increase of the subscribers. In 
the progress of the work it had been necessary to spend more money 
than was originally estimated. In some places the opposition of 


private owners had made it necessary to. substitute underground 


cables for the originally contemplated overhead wires, and in other 
places it had been found desirable to make this alteration, so that 
natural beauties should not be spoiled. They had actually executed, 
or were pledged to do so, works to the amount of £19,320. Further 
extensions were. contemplated which would absorb £5,680, thus 
making £25,000. c 

The Inspector: How bas the money been found over the £10,000 
borrowed ? i 

Mr. Cripps: Paid out of the rates. It is an overdraft on capital 
account. We have not spent it all yet, as there are contracts for a 
lot of it. Continuing, Mr. Cripps said that as soon as the municipal 
exchange was opened—in fact, before it was opened—the public 
had been so delighted with the facilities afforded them by the 


National that tbey flew to the municipal. The Corporation system 


had had applications from subscribers more than they could deal 
with—the mere fact that 283 people were wishing to go on spoke 
for lteeli. They anticipated 300; they had 816. In an under- 
taking like this they must be continually progressing. They were 
fighting in keen competition against the National, who were using 
every possible exertion to defeat the undertaking, and it was only 
by pushing the thing in an ordinary business way that they would 
be able to arrive at the result they desired to attain. Petitiona had 
been presented against the further loan, aud the petitioncra had 
represented that a loss of £3,000 was being incurred. If this were 
so, Mr. Cripps admitted that it would be the duty of the Corpora- 
tion to abandon the enterprise; but,. on the contrary, the 


borough accountants printed figures showed that with a 
capital expenditure of 419,320 they had а surplus of 
£635 after allowing £1,198 for interest and redemption. 


When the whole of the £25,000 had been expended there would 
be a surplus of £1,086. When they first started they went iu for 
the toll rates, but they had found it much more convenient to have 


an instrument at the inclusive rate, and this tended to increase the 
receipts. Colonel Holland had estimated depreciation at 74 per 
cent. He (Mr. Cripps) would now like to know where Colonel 
Holland got his depreciation at 74 per cent. from, and why he 
charged £1,875 under this head. As against this, the Corporation 
had a modest surplus of £1,086 to fall back upon, but he could not 
admit that the depreciation on the £3,000 income was to be £1,875. 
He would like to know how it was that the National Telephone 
Company were able to pay dividends to debenture, preference, and 
ordinary shareholders, if out of every £3,000 income they had to 
set aside £1,875 for depreciation. He challenged Colonel Holland 
to produce to him a single figure to verify his £1,875 depreciation. 
He had been misled by these people who had been wandering back- 
wards and forwards between Tunbridge Welle, West Hartlepool, 
Eastbourne, Portsmouth, and every other place where the Corpora- 
tion were going to establish a telephone system. If Col. Holland’s 
figures were right, and the undertaking was going to entail £3,000 
& year upon the ratepayers, by all means let them pull the poles 
down and the cables up, and shut up the exchange. But let him 
apply one more test to prove that the Corporation system would 
pay. The National Company in Tunbridge Wells was at the 
present moment just about equal to the Corporation in the number 
of subscribers. They were getting an average annual receipt from 
each subscriber of £4 118. 5d. He challenged the National Com- 


' pany to find a single subscriber to their system paying more than 


£4. The National were making things pay in Tuabridge Wells at 
£4 per head. They must be, for they were sound business men, 


and would not supply telephones at £4 if it did not pay them. 


They had to face the fact that instead of their license ranning out 
in 1925, it ran out in 1910, between which time and the present 
they had to recoup themselves their 7 millions of capital. What 
did the opposition suggest? They did not suggest that the appli- 
cation should be thrown out, but postponed. What would be the 
result? If this loan was refhsed, the 383 subscribers waiting to go 
on could not be taken on. No future subscriber could be connected. 
Instead of the undertaking progressing at the rate he had detailed, 
and flourishing—for it was only by progressing that it could flourish 
—it would dwindle and die. The wishes of the National would be 
justified, but would the wishes of the ratepayers be justified ? 
They must necessarily be charged with the expenditure in the rates, 
It was a ratepayers’ undertaking, and the persons who would lose if 
the undertaking did not answer would be the ratepayera. The 
£9,000 which was overdrawn would have to come out of the rates. 
He would suggest the hour had not arrived when the Local Govern- 
ment Board should cut short this undertaking which had been 
entered upon in pursuance of an Act. of Parliament passed only in 
the year 1899. They were carrying out the license which bad been 
entrusted to them; they had shown by actual working for six months 
that they were perfectly justified in their application. They had 
told the Local Government Board they would have 300 subscribers ; 
they had now 533. They bad 287 anxious to go on, and they asked 
the Local Government Board to give them the necessary capital to 
carry on their undertaking in a proper and business-like way. He 
was confident that the Local Government Board would not say to 
the ratepayers, to Colonel Holland and the other gentlemen who 
had signed the petition, who glso had been grossly misled: We 
refuse this loan; you have a А a mistake, the expenditure must 
come upon the rates. We will allow your competitors, who have 
not come tothe Local Government Board for any saaction to their 
expenditure, to fill up all the ground which, by your license, had 
been granted to you.” When the Local Government Board con- 
sidered these matters he was certain they would say the application 
was a reasonable one, and would grant it without any hesitation. 

At the conclusion of his long and exhaustive statement Mr. Cripps 
was cordially applauded. Не spoke for over an hour and a half. 

Mr. A. К. Bennett, the consulting engineer to the Corporation, 
then gave evidence, in the course of which he said that the esti- 
mated cost was £17 10s.—the actual cost, £21 per line. The amount 
of underground cable allowed for, iu the first place, was 44 miles ; 
that actually used, 9 miles. He further detailed the extensions 
contemplated from the new expenditure. 

Mr. Cripps: What would result if this loan was not granted ? 

Mr. Bennett: The ratepayers would lose the whole of the money, 
if not more than has been expended on the system to date, because 
the price, the breaking-up price that would be obtained, would not 
cover the cost of taking down the system, so that, if this opposition 
succeeds, the present system will have to be entirely sacrificed. 

The Inspector: That would be & very good thing for the 
National ? | 

Mr. Bennett: Exactly. 

Mr. Drury, in cross-examination, suggested that Mr. Bennett had 
spent a good deal of time during the last twoorthree years in going 
about the country recommending municipalities to take np telephone 
schemes, to which Mr. Bennett replied that he always waited for an 
invitation, and the Inspector intimated that he did not want to hear 
how the consulting enginecr was remunerated. 

Mr. Drury: I think Mr. Bennett is remunerated on a percentage. 
May I take it, Mr. Bennett, if this loan is refused, besides the Сог» 
poration of Tunbridge,Wells another person will be the loser by it? 
—If the work is not carried out I should not take any remuneration 
I should not claim it. 

It has been said here that you estimate the cost per line a 
£17 10s. ?—Yes; that was the original estimate. 

What do you call your original estimate ?— The original estimate 
dated December, 1899. 

The Inspector: The one that accompanied the original applica- 
tion for the loan ?—Yes. 

Did not you make a report dated November 17tb, 1809 ?—I do 
not recollect it. 

Mr. Drury: Well, Mr. Cripps) have you got it? 
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Mr. Cripps: I have only the report dated December, 1899. 

Mr. Drury: We have asked you to produce it. 

Mr. Cripps: You have asked us to produce reports in all cases. 
You gave us a general notice, which covered every blessed book. 

Mr. Drury: I ask you to send someone to find the report dated 
November 17th—blessed or otherwise. 

Mr. Drury: As you goon increasing in numbers, does the total 
capital cost increasc ?— Not till the exchange becomes a very large 
oue. 

How large ?—Several thousands. Fifteen hundred subscribers 
would not cost more than 300, qualified by local circumstances. 

Obviously. Was the scheme which you have put in here a 
first-class, up-to-date scheme, with all the latest developments ?— 
Yes. | 

Seventeen pounds is about the same as your estimate for Man- 
chester ?—Yea, substantially the same. 

Máy we take it that that was a first-class, up-to-date scheme ?— 
It was. l 

And therefore, as far as quality is concerned, there is no diference 
between here and Manchester ?—No. 

Did that work out when you had finished at something like £35 
. per line ?—No. 

Has 16 been publicly stated that that worked out at £35 per line? 
—Yes; many times by the National Company. 

Was it stated by Mr. Forbes ?—Yes. 

Mr. Drury: Is Mr. Forbes, to your knowledge, a person com- 
petent to deal with figures ?—Ho has made very great mistakes. 

Is he an honest person—a reliable, credible man ?— 1I cannot give 
general testimonials like that. | 

I am not asking you to give general testimonials: I am asking you 
to give a testimonial as to the character of a icular man, who, I 
understand, you have some knowledge of. Is he a credible person 
or not ?—Not very on telephone matters. 

Do you ascribe the fact of his saying that £35 was the cost to 
ignorance or knavery, or both ?—I must ask you to define the point. 
It is not true, I say. 

You decline to say whether that is to be ascribed to knavery or 
ignorance ?—If you refer to the reports in the Times, giving the 
account of the Telephone Company meeting at which liquidation 
was decided upon, you will see that Mr. Forbes, in presenting the 
accounts, said, exception may be taken to the way in which these 
accounts have been made up, but, at all events, this is the way in 
which we choose to put them." 

Will you give the date of that ?—Some time in 1892. 

You were in possession of that knowledge in 1897 ?— Yes. 

I take it you were present throughout at the municipal inquiry at 
Glasgow in 1897 ?— Yes. 

Did you suggest to the counsel that he should question Mr. Forbes 
on those lines ?—1 did, but he said they were so utterly ridiculous 
that he would not'deal with them, but he dealt with them in an able 
speech, and very effectively. | 

With regard to the quality of the plant used in Manchester, how 
long did the company last. For thres years and eight months ?— 
Something like that. . 

At the end of that time was the plant sold? Some of it was, and 
some of it is used to this day. 

Substantially it was sold? No. 

Part of it was sold ? — Some of it was; I was in Manchester a 
fortnight ago, and I saw a great part of it still in existence. A 
portion of the switchboard was sold, I believe. 

up they sell a very considerable portion ?—They sold the frame- 
work. 

They sold the framework for £25 ?—8o they say. 

Have you any reason to doubt that that was the price they sold it 
for = They said the whole switchboard was sold, but that is 
not 80? 

Was it described as a flimsy and common board " ?—No doubt. 

Was it examined on behalf. of the National Telephone Company 
by Mr. Sinclair ?—I believe it was so stated. 

He cxamined it ?— Possibly. 

You were not there, then ?—No. 

An unfortunate juncture of the proceedings to leave. Did he 
describe it as of a flimsy and common description ?—I am not quite 
sure that he used those words. | 

Was that in effect the description he gave it ?—It was something 
to that effect. M 

Is he a person who knows what he is about? He ought to be. 

He has a considerable amount of experience ?— Yes. 

Was the plant such as would be described as being of a flimsy 
and common description 2— Such a description would be at utter 
variance with the facts. 


TRE MANCHESTER PLANT. 


Were some portions of the plant produced at the inquiry “ put 
in," I believe the technical term is ?— Yes, and perhaps the Inspector 
will allow me to make a short explanation. 

Permission having been given, Witness said some material was 
put in, and the principal thing wasa cord and plug, which had been 
used, which was made in 1890, and had been in use in the Mutual 
Exchange throughout its existence. That was produced, and laid 
alongside a braud new cord aud plug, which bad been made in 1897 
seven years after ; and the Commissioner was invited to notice and 
judge whut a splendid brand new thing the one was, and how shabby 
апа flimsy the other. In telephony, continued Mr. Bennett, we 
progress very quickly, and a difference of seven years makes a great 
ditlerence in switchboard desizns, and the cord and plug made in 
1890 could not be compared with one made in 1897. 

Did you take exception to that, asked Mr. Drury,'and suggest it 
as a point to your counsel?—-I do not remember taking exception 
to it. 


Anyway, the sheriff who was conducting the inquiry reported 
that the things were of the cheapest and most flimsy description, 
and not at all comparable with the plant used by the National 
A ?—The Sherif neglected to notice the difference in the 

ates. · | 

Your explanation of that, I understand to be communicated to 
the public press, was that the Sheriff was a person who did not know 
much ?—He did not know much about telephony. 

And though one of his Majesty’s counsel he was a person, in 
our view, who thought a telephone plant ought to be judged like 
utcher's-meat?— Les; he thought anything very small or very 

light could not possibly be во good. 
Ts must have been a foolish person ?—1 must leave you to assume 
that. 

Mr. Cripps: Ithink the result of Glasgow justifies that opinion. 
The Sheriff's report was not adopted by the Government, so 1 think 
there was something in what the learned counsel has just stated. 

The witness was further questioned as to the Dundee competitive 
telephone system, and maintained that it was successful, though the 
chairman had stated that it was gradually going from bad to worse. 
Asked as to whether Tunbridge Wells was an easy place to tcle- 
phone, he replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Drury: Is there anything in the working expenses, as they 
appear in your original estimate that you desire to correct ?—1 have 
allowed for a depreciation fund, which I do not think necessary, 
but otherwise I do not see there is anything to correct. In regard 
to some items experience shows that money can be saved. 

Would you point out anything ?—I estimated the repairs at 2 per 
cent., but experience shows they do not come to that. 

What has been your experience in regard to repairs ?—The 
borough accountant is to follow me, and he has the fullest particulars 
of all accounts in the books. 

What is your experience iu Tunbridge Wells?—4About 1 per 
cent. 

In six months that would соте? —No, 1 per cent. per annum. 

You now represent that inspection and repairs come to less tban 
2 per cent. ? —Yes. | 


Cost oF REPAIRS. 


You seriously represent that 2 per cent. is a proper amount to 
charge as to ordinary inspections and repairs ?— Yes, it isa liberal 
allowance indeed. 

The Inspector: What does that include ?—Inspection and repairs 
to instruments, to see that the battery is up to the mark, and re- 
moving any faults. B 

Mr. Drury: You say that applies to this £25,000 expenditure ?— 
It would not be so much on the £25,000, because by dealing with 
the quantity it can be managed cheaper. 

You seriously вач that on the capital expenditure repairs and 
inspection would not come to 2 per cent ?— That ів my statement, 
and I can support that. There is a municipal system in— 

Guernsey ?—Yes. 

I thought so.  You;can get to the repairs by putting Guernsey 

figures, and you will find they do not work out at anything like 
2 per cent. on the capital expenditure. : 
. In order to attach any value to that, one wants to get at the. 
capital expenditure, and how it was arrived at. What do you pay 
for poles in Guernsey ?—They would cost more than here, because 
of the carriage. 

What do they cost ?—I do not remember. 

I suggest they did not cost anything at all ?—You would suggest 
something very far away from the truth, because they cost more than 
in Tunbridge Wells, owing to the freight. 

Did not you have the poles given you ?—No, by no means. We 
bought our poles at North Shields, and they were delivered in 
Guernsey, some by sailing ship and some by steamer, which we paid 
for in hard cash. British currency'and the rate all round was dearer 
than the rate at Tunbridge Wells. 

Do you say that nothing is necessary for a renewal fund ?—The 
opinion on that is very much divided. I am of the opinion that 
nothing is necessary. 

You have told us, I think, that progress is the soul of this 
telephony ?— I did not put it that way; I said telephony 
progressed. 

Very much of the same thing ?—It is not the soul, though. 

It was absolutely unfair that things constructed in 1890 should be 
compared with things made seven years later. Is it a fact that 
this is a science which is progressing from day to day ?— Yes, I 
hope it is. 

Fresh plant and inventions are coming out, and it frequently 
happens that in five years the plant is taken out, and other put in ?— 
No, the National Company are using plant which have been in use 
for 18 and 20 years. 

Ithink you told them at Glasgow that they had taken out aud 
renewed the whole of their plant 2—1 don't recollect stating that iu 
Glasgow—— f 

I suggest you did ?—I have no recollection. 

That did not appear to you to be an extraordinary thing ?—It 
would be an extraordinary thing. 

It is quite possible in the course of 25 years that extraordinary 
developments may take place, and the plant will have to be re- 
placed ?—We cannot gauge possibilities. 

Then you agree with me that it is quite possible, in the course of 
25 yeurs, it may necessitate the taking out the whole of this plant, 
aud putting in fresh ?—No; the depreciation would be restricted 
to certain parts of it. The other parts, insulators and poles, would 
last for a very much longer time than 25 years. 

Yes, but I am not talking of the wear and tear. lam talking of 
development ?—There are such large profits ona telephone under- 
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taking, that the plant which was put down would make a deprecia- 
tion fund absolutely unnecessary. ' 

Assume for a moment the possibility of there being no profits ?— 
I cannot assume such a ridiculous proposal, because no telephone 
сыш, large or small, has been known to involve its owners in a 
oon: К. 


we sha | 
Assume you did not ?— Well, I shall assume something that has 


never happened. | 
(То be continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


— 


Electrical Power Schemes: A Comparison of Two Recent 
Papers. — i 

Until the publication of Mr. Andrew Stewart’s paper on 
* Sub-Station Equipment and Transmission Line," read 
before the Newcastle Section of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on January 27th, 1902, and that by Mr. Hardman 
A. Earle before the Manchester Section of the Institution on 
the following day, there was little or no information to be 
had regarding electrical power distribution under British 
conditions ; and it is a remarkable coincidence that two 

on the same subject and so closely resembling each 
other should be read on two consecutive days, though it is а 
subject which is engaging the attention of most electrical 
engineers. 

From the titles of the papers one would expect to find a 
fair amount of discrepancy, but since the same questions 
arise in both papers, it is remarkable to find how nearly the 
two authors coincide in their estimates, which of necessity 
must be somewhat hypothetical. | 

Whereas Mr. Earle is of opinion that we in this country can 
found our large power schemes on similar lines to thoseabroad, 
Mr. Stewart holds the opinion that new problems must be 
met and overcome. 

With the exception of the Newcastle Supply Company, of 
Wallsend, there is not a large power scheme in this country 
which can be called a working success, and the latter has 
only just started running on load. 

Both authors are agreed, and the electrical engineering 
profession supporta the view, that overhead bare conductors at 
high voltages of 10,000 or 15,000 must be allowed by the 
B. of T. before these schemes can become a financial success, 
and after all electrical engineers are judged by the financial 
success or not of their schemes. 

From Mr. Earle's curves I deduce that he considers a 
maximum economical limit of voltage is reached at 4,000 
volts for 200 KW., rising up to 10,000 volts for 2,000 KW., 
and Mr. Stewart proposes an economical limit of 7,000 volts 
for 300 xw., 10,000 volts for 600 Kw., and 15,000 volts for 
1,000 kw. 

Here there is considerable difference of opinion, due, no 
doubt, to the curves being plotted from the capital cost of 
cables, as to which the authors do not agree, and it would 


be interesting to know from what sources these figures 


emanate. 

The permissible waste of energy in the cable seems to 
have been nearly the same in both cases, and both authors 
agree that Kelvin's law for equating interest and depreciation 
losses to energy losses in watts will not hold good for dear 
cables and cheap power. 

Mr. Earle seems to prefer constant current density, while, 
from Mr. Stewart’s curves, figs. 3 and +, it would appear 
that he has taken a variable density, starting with 884 amperes 
per sq. in. at 7,000 volts, and reaching 1,100 amperes per 
8. in. at 15,000 volts. 

For 1,000 kw. Mr. Earle gives a “ cheapest vollaye " — 

At 6,000 with 1,000 umps. per O” and loss in watts of 
1:25 per cent. per mile. | | 
At 8,000 with 1,000 amps. рег O” and loss in watts of 
1 per cent. per mile. 


Mr. Stewart's “economical voltaye” for a similar power with 


a power factor of unity and 1 per cent. loss in watts per mile 
is 15,000 volts—about double. 

Ав to periodicity, 25 is recognised by both as being most 
suitable for rotatory or rotary converters, and 40—50 for 
motor-generators and arc lighting work, 


“oppose it did not answer, and made no profite ?—But I know 
1 | 


An assumed load factor must be a very unstable and 
unreliable quantity, and even after several years’ working, a 
scheme may not reach so high a figure as Mr. Stewart gives, 
i.e, 35; Mr. Earle’s being more reasonable—25. 

For generating station costs both authors come somewhere 
near the mark, Mr. Stewart's £25 per kw. installed corre- 
sponding with Mr. Earle's £21:1 per kw. installed, taking 
into consideration the relative sizes of schemes, d.e., 16,000 
I. H. P. for the former, and 25,000 I. I. P. for each station of the 
latter. One would expect the cost per KW. to decrease as 
the size of station increased, probably in a parabola. 

Compare the prices per mile at various voltages of the 
trunk mains, of capacity 1,000 Kw. and 1 per cent. loss per 
mile, Mr. Stewart taking %o cables, and Mr. Earle only 
one :— 


At 7,000 volts £900 (Stewart) against £050 (Enrle). 
870 


” › 00 »" n n 630 (lowest). 
„ 10,000 „ 760 10 = 670. 

„ 11,000 „ 740 T i 700. 

„ 15,000 „ 720 d M Increasing. 


` The costs of laying the cable and re-instatement, taken by 
Mr. Stewart at £587 (for two cables), and £422 by Mr. 
Karle (for one) per mile, are about right, and fairly pro- 
portionate, as the labour in laying two cables is approximately 
one-third as much again as laying one. 

Rotary converters and motor-generators, as purchased by 
the authors, afford an excellent opportunity for making or 
losing money, Mr. Stewart’s figures running much higher 
than Mr. Earle's. 


Rotary converters £475 per kw. (Stewart) £4 (Earle). 
Motor-generators 5:5 5 * 45 „ | 

It isof the greatest importance in comparing these figures 
to notice the facts as to whether Kw. installed or KW. maci- 
mum demand ig given, as the latter increases the cost per 
KW., and the diversity factor decreases it. 

Mr. Earle does not take this into consideration, probably 
because his figures are already somewhat low, as, for instance, 
£500 for buildings of sub-station as against £900 by Mr. 
Stewart for a plant 35 per cent. smaller. | 

Allowing £500 for the switchboard as in Mr. Earle’s 
estimate, the total cost per sub-station per KW. inslalled, 
run outs :— 

£4'6 (Earle) 46˙9 (Stewart) 
or £9,200 total. or £8,650 total. 

The comparison in capital expenditure per Kw. installed ig 
as follows :— | 
stewart. 


Earle. 

Generating station 4211 £25 
Trunk mains (one cable) 5°6 1577 (two cables) 
Distributing mains in 56 } aot dealt with 
Service mains Р 3°25 
Boxes see uc. ed 16 — 
Buildings — sub- station 2⁵ 72 
Machinery dd vis 3:65 4°75 
Switchboard ie ТА 25 25 

Total ... 43986 £40 42 


In conclusion, I must congratulate both authors for the 
excellence of their papers, and also for their fortitude in 
coming to the front on a matter of such universal and vital 


importance. 
po P. M. Bennett. 


Protection. 


From a purely selfish author's point of view I am grate- 
ful to you for the review you have bestowed upon my book 
* Protection;" both the space you have allotted for this 
purpose, and your remarks, are sucli as may induce many of 
your readers to buy and read my book, and to judge for 
themselves whether tbe criticism which you have made is 
deserved or not. But there may be some (1 hope there are 
but few) who may not have taken the trouble to read my 
book, and who may have judged 1ne solely from your remarks. 
Will you, therefore, kindly a!low me space to reply to some 
of your criticisms :— ` 

In your review you refer to one main argument only, bu’ 
you have much to say on the side issues. It is true that that 
argument is a most important one, and with your permission 
I will repeat it :— 


LI 
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“ A manufacturer in a protected country can manufacture 


ata cheaper rate than a manufacturer in a free trade country, 
because the cost of production is reduced in proportion to 
the quantity manufactured, and the producer who has two 
markets open to him can make larger quantities than the 
one who has only one market.” 

You agree to this, but qualify your agreement by saying 
that this principle is unquestionably sound up to a point (a). 
I ask you, Why up to a point, and where does this point 
begin? It is my contention that there is no such qualify- 
ing point, and that the principle which I put forward is true 
on every article manufactured, be it; one that is made by the 
thousand or one made by the dozen ; be it one valued at a 
penny or one valued at thousands of pounds. In connection 
with your remarks you draw in internal competition, demand, 
patents and combines, but I fail to see what these matters 
have to do with my proposition. | | 

My proposition is simple and clear, and I believe any 
manufacturer will support me by saying that it is true. If 
it is true, then I say that free trade is such a disadvantage to 
us, that no advantage you may be able to argue in its favour 
could possibly outweigh it: because, if we cannot manu- 
facture in this country as cheaply as other countries can 
manufacture, then it will only be a question of time when 
we shall lose our industries which leave us a profit, and 
consequently our national wealth. - | 

You, like other free traders, have really only one argument 
to urge in favour of free trade, t.e., cheapness to the consumer. 
It is my opinion that this cheapness in reality does not exist, 
but whether it does or does not, it really has nothing to do 
with the preservation of our national wealth. A man does 
not get wealth by living at a cheap rate, but by the result of 
his labour. So much for the main argument you touch 
upon. | 

You bestow а great deal of sarcasm upon my recital of the 
history of the telephone industry in England, and I may say 
that it rather surprises me. I thought I should have had 
your full concurrence and sympathy with the remarks I make 
and the moral I deduce therefrom. I have brought forward 
the present state of the telephone industry in our country as 
one of the several examples to prove that the existence of our 
patent laws, combined with our free trade policy, absolutely 
prevent any new industry from starting and flourishing 
in this country. I challenged my readers to prove the 
contrary, but you have not taken up that challenge— 
contenting yourself with trying to ridicule some sentences 
arbitrarily selected by you. Then I referred to the fact 
that many pioneer manufacturers were prosecuted, and some 
imprisoned. You say in effect: Serves them right because 
they infringed the country’s laws. But what I complain of 
is, that such laws exist, laws which enable a single man to 
kill a great industry in its inception, and I ask you whether 
you yourself approve of them (Y). 


Again, I referred in my book to my repeated applications 


to Mr. Morgan for a license to manufacture and sell tele- 
phones. You accuse me on this and other points of 
exaggeration or making mis-statements, but I would respect- 
fully point out that it is you who are misinformed. You 
say that the United Telephone Company had disposed of 
their manufacturing rights to the Consolidated Company (). 
Anyone who knows the history of the telephone can inform 
you that the Consolidated Company possessed no exclusive 
license, and that their license was confined to manufacturing 
and selling for abroad only ; they had no right to dispose of 
a single telephone in this country, except, of course, to the 
parent company, who hardly bought anything from them, 
but supplied their own wants almost entirely from abroad. 
How you can, in the face of these facts, assert that the 
telephone patents were “exploited by manufacture” in this 
country I am at a loss to understand (4). 
Your defence of the present, patent law by saying that it 
protects trades (^) without restriction is an altruism which 
cannot be put into practice in everyday commercial life. I 
must confess that in matters of trade I prefer to pursue a 
selfish policy, as I have found from experience that neither 
thanks nor profit is to be got out of giving away things for 
nothing. 
You also accuse me of being “very irate with the 
Government for strengthening the monopoly which the 
Americans hold in telephones." I should like to ask you 


whether you are particularly pleased with the action of the 
Government in this matter, and whether it affords you 
pleasure as a British commercial journal to know that the 
Government's new central telephone exchange is almost 
entirely fitted with instruments manufactured in other 
countries (/). 

My book has been written with a view to reopen the 
question of our fiscal policy, because times have materially 
changed since it was adopted. I do not complain that, 
although the opinions, arguments and facte which I have 
used are to my mind incontrovertible, you have selected only 
a few of them with a view of refuting me; but I hardly 
think you have made out a good case on your side (4). Still, I 
wish to express my obligation to you for having so far 
assisted me as to bring some of my arguments before your 
readers, and thereby to cause many of them to think over an 
important subject. 

May I conclude by saying that I have, through the 
publication of my book, obtained some indication as to the 
feeling of the country upon this great question of pro- 
tection ; and that I find that the feeling in favour of it is 
much more pronounced than many people think, and I am 
confident that it will be in the forefront of politics at no 
distant date. | 

G. Byng. 

71, Queen Victoria Street. 

February, 1902. 


[In our review we stated that it would be useless for any 
ardent free trader to argue with Mr. Byng. We do not 
propose to attempt a hopeless task, and therefore limit our 
observations to the following questions, mainly of fact :— 

(%) The completion cf the sentence in our review helps 
to the understanding of the point. 

(5) To comply with the law is the duty of every citizen. 
To seek to amend an unjust law is also the duty of every 
citizen. The amendment is dependent upon getting & 
gufficient number to agree as to the injustice. 

(r) An entirely accurate statement on our part. 

(d) Our review related to Mr. Byng's book. Mr. Byng 
restricted himself in his book to the word “ manufacture.” 
Manufacture and general sale are far wider questions. 

(e) We said “ protects brains without restriction." 

(f) We take itto be the first duty of the Government to 
make a success of their undertaking. We may share Mr. 
Byng's vain regrets, but we cannot recognise that the 
circumstances as they exist are attributable to the causes to 
which he assigns them. 

(y) We did not expect for one moment that Mr. Byng 


would think so.—Ens. ELEc. REv.] 


Worksop Electricity Works. 


. In your notice of these in your issue of February 21st, 
you describe and illustrate the air pumps of the condensing 
plant as Hall's, whereas the idea of the combination and the 
design is mine, and they were not only installed by, but also 
made by, Messrs. Jas. Carter & Sons, Stalybridge, Messrs. 
Hall supplying the steam cylinders only. | 

Again, the economiser is one of Jas. Carter & Sons’, made 
by them under the Pimbley patents, of which they are the 
proprietors, and of an entirely different type to Green's 
pattern. ; 

As Messrs. Carter & Sons have in hand similar plants for 
other electric light works, and anticipate a large demand 
owing to their very economical working at all loads, the 
matter is of considerable importance to them, and I trust you 
will give this correction equal publicity to your notice. 


J. E. Weyman, M. I. Mech. E. 
Manchester, February 22nd, 1902. 


— еби. 


Economy of Isolated Plants. 


I have read with interest Mr. Dumaresq's letter on the 
question of isolated electric plants, as it suggests that the 
figures given agree with those of the American plant quoted 
in your article, and the results therein mentioned might lead 
others who, like myself, are not central station engineers, to 
alter their opinion that isolated plants are seldom advisable 
if a satisfactory supply can otherwise be obtained. I cannot, 


» 
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however, discover that Mr. Dumaresq’s figures are in accord- 
ance with those cited by Mr. Parsons, nor do they really 
warrant the deduction he draws from them as to the 
economy arising in this instance from an isolated plant as 
compared with public supply upon the terms prevailing in 
_ the district in which the plant in question is situated. Mr. 
Dumaresq does not state in his letter the amount of capital 
employed in the installation he refers to; I find, however, in 
the * Central Station Directory for 1901—2,” a return in 
which the capital is given at £6,000, and it there states 
that the present plant has replaced a gaa-driven one. 

The first question I should like Mr. Dumaresq to answer 
is :—Was the old plant written off by yearly depreciation, or 
was there finally a loss on capital account which had to be 
met? The “General Repairs" account bears apparently 
no relation to the capital employed ; I, therefore, ask whether 
this account includes all items necessary to maintain the 
plant at its initial efficiency ? 

“Wages chargeable to generating costs” : in the Directory 
I find it stated that five assistants are employed, it is also 
mentioned that 52 arc lamps are in use, and of course Mr. 
Dumaresq is entitled to take credit for all labour in repair- 
ing and trimming these, but the 14-hour runs in the winter 
"months must call for two shifts in the engine room or extra 
expense on overtime, and the five assistants, assuming these 
to represent the engine room staff, can hardly be considered 
as overpaid on the amount, £376, charged as wages. 
Under these conditions the chief engineer apparently does 
not figure in the costs quoted; will Mr. Dumaresq kindly 
explain ? 


* Depreciation " is set down at £344—I have already 


referred to the capital outlay of £6,000— will he kindly 
state how the depreciation item is arrived at, assuming that 
these figures are to “agree in a remarkable manner with 
those of the American plant," where 5 per cent. (in this 
. саве £300) is reckoned as interest on the capital outlay, 
5 per cent. as depreciation on machinery, and 8 per cent. on 
boilers and connections ? 

* Rental value," This is, of course, an estimate, but 
buildings of the requisite size within a stone's throw of 
the busiest centre of Kensington can only be described as 
extremely cheap at an inclusive cost for rent, rates and 
taxes of £115. 

These questions arise from the works costs cited, but 
there are further coste incidental to the supply under these 
conditions for which I find no allowance made. | 

Are we to understand that no insurance of buildings or 
plant for fire, boiler insurance, employers’ liability and third- 
party risks, breakdown of plant, &c., is made, or if made, why 
does it not appear as a cost ? 

I see no allowance for office expenses, stationery, and the 
like, and it is to be assumed that an isolated plant of 
this size cannot be run without expense incurred on these 
items. 

Finally, I would ask whether the Supply Company's 
charge as published, and allowing the rebates applicable to 
this class of lighting, would not in this instance be 3d. per 
unit and not 5d. ? whether, therefore, it is not а fact, under 
these conditions and with the requisite modifications in his 
analysis of costs to really represent the facts, that Mr. 
Dumaresq’s total cost must exceed that at which a public 


and continuous supply can be obtained ? | 
H. Moul. 


Accumulators and Electric Traction Systems. 


With reference to the interesting curves demonstrating 
the advantage of a booster-worked battery in a traction 
station, which Mr. Moore gave in his letter appearing in 
your issue of December 20th last, it would be of value to 
have some further particulars of the plant operated. 

Would it be too much to ask Mr. Moore to inform your 
readers of the number of cars operated, character of the 
road, type and connections of the booster used, variation of 
the bus bar voltage, and if the generator was level or up- 
compounded ? 

7 H. W. W. Dix. 


Appress—Will Mr. H. Watts kindly let us know his 
address +— Ens. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 


THE Council, at the meeting on Tuesday, resolved to lend £20,000 
to the Poplar Borough Council for engineering works in connection 
with the generating station, £18,000 to the Shoreditch Council for 
similar purposes, £3,000 to the Stoke Newington Council for mains 
and meters, and £7,480 to the Hampstead Council for electric light- 
ing works. | 

Mr. G. Н. RADFORD, chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, 
proposed that the Council should oppose the North Metropolitan 
Electric Power Supply Bill, and seal and present a petition, and 
that the costs and expenses should be charged to the county fund. 

Mr. M. BEACHCROFT remarked that the area was entirely outside 
the County of London, and he failed to see why the County Council 
should oppose the company, whose object was to supply Willesden. 
The Council should encourage private enterprise where it was 
unable to do the work itself, and he therefore movod, as an amend- 
ment, that the opposition should be limited to securing amend- 
ments to protect the interests of the Council. 

Mr. Stuart SANKE seconded the amendment, on the ground of 
the large expenditure incurred by the Council in promoting and 
opposing Bills. He considered the Bill under discussion to be a 
good one. | 

The CHAIRMAN of the Parliamentary Committee said it was 
somewhat inconvenient for the merits of the question to be raised 
on that occasion. They ought to have been considered three 


weeks previously when the Council resolved to petition against the 


Bil. It was now only intended to comply with the provisions of 
the Borough Funds Acts, which enabled the Council to charge the 
expenses upon the county fund. The mover of the amendment had 
stated that the undertaking was outside the county, but he had 
omitted to inform the Council that the company proposed to take 
powers to supply electricity within the county, and in order that 
the Council might make proper terms the Committee asked for 
power to oppose the Bill. 

The amendment was defeated on a show of hande, and on a 
division the recommendation was carried by 86 votes to 18. 

The General Purposes Committce submitted recommendations in 
regard to the future course of procedure in connection with electric 
tramways and the removal of the electrical engineer from the 
engineer’s department in order to be placed under the tramway 
manager. These recommendations, the substance of which was 
given in the last issue of this journal, were adopted without 
discussion. 

The adjourned report respecting the tenders received for the 
supply of rails for the extension of the electric tramways was 
brought forward, but was again postponed until next week. 

The Parliamentary Committee reported that the Bill promoted 
by the London United Tramways Company proposed to authorise 
the construction of about 23 miles of new tramways, of which nearly 
eight miles would be situated within the County of London, and in 
Hammersmith, Kensington, Paddington, and Westminster. A 


' tabulated list of the projected lines was submitted by the Com- 


mittee, who recommended the Council to refuse its consent required 
by the Standing Orders of Parliament to the construction of sueh of 
the lines as would be within the county. The consideration of the 


"recommendation was adjourned. 


LEGAL. 


. CHARLES BRIGHT'S AFFAIRS. 


On Friday, in the Chancery Division, Mr. Justice Byrne had before 
him the cases of Moreno v. Wharton, and Bright’s Light and Power 
Company, Limited v. Moreno. Mr. Levett, K.C., said he believed 
his Lordship had made a winding-up order in the case of Charles 
Bright & Co., Ltd., which he thought was a bar to the action unless 
they obtained leave to go on. It did not hurt his (Mr. Levett’s) 
friends; and it was clear that until they had proper leave they 
could not go on.—Mr W. Coldridge said he did not see any 
ground forastay. This was Bright’s Light and Power Company, 
Limited, and the question was as to who were the directors.— 
His Lordship: Whose motion is this?—Mr. Levett : My motion, my 


` lord.— Mr. Coldridge: It is to discharge my receiver.—Mr. Row- 


den, K.C., said there were consolidated actions, and one company 
being wound up there was no need for service there. Ultimately, 
on its being pointed out that it was a defective action, counsel 
undertook to amend their application as against Charles Bright and 
Co., Ltd. | 


NEWMAN v. THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION OF SOUTHAMPTON. 


In the Court of Appeal on Saturday Lords Justices Romer and 
Mathew heard an application on behalf of the Corporation for a 
stay of execution, in an action brought against them by one of their 
workmen who was injured while employed in the electrical tramway 
yard. The County Court judge awarded the plaintiff £36 and 128. 
per week during incapacity to work, and it was in respect of this 
award that the Corporation desired a stay. It was stated that the 
case involved a very important question as to whethcr the electric 
tramway works were a “factory within the meaning of the Act,” 
and that the matter would probably go to the House of Lords. 
Their Lordships granted a stay in regard to the £36, but not iu 
regard to the weekly payment. 


Е 


336 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol50. No. 1,266, Равволау 28, 1902. 


Hiram Maxim ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 


THE action of the Hiram Maxim Electrical Lamp Co., Ltd., v. Sir 
Hiram Maxim's Electrical Engineering Company, Limited, was 
mentioned before Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady in the Chancery 
Division on 21st inst. 

Mr. Ever, K.C., said in this case he bad a motion to stay further 
proceedings in the action on the ground that there was a submission 
to arbitration in the agreement between the parties. 

Mr. MACNAGHTEN, K.C., said an important matter was that there 
was still another motion in which his learned friend was for the 
plaintiff, in which he sued, as shareholder of the company, to 
restrain the plaintiff company from enforcing certain calls. 

The motions were adjourned for a week. 


Гохрох ELECTRIC SUPPLY CORPORATION v. BRICKWELL. 


Mr. Justice CHANNELL, sitting in the King’s Bench Division, 
without a jury, on Saturday, heard this case, which was a claim to 
recover £68 4s. from defendant, the lessee of the Court Theatre, 
Sloane Square, for electric light supply. It appeared that the 
parties arranged at the beginning of last year that if the theatre 
was sub-let the plaintiffs were to arrange with the sub-tenant. 
This had happened, and notice was duly given, but eventually a 
company was formed, the defendant being appointed manager, to 
acquire ithe theatre, and by an oversight notice of the change 
was not given to the plaintiffs, though the defendant said in his 
evidence that he had informally told them that a company would 
be formed and that accounts should be sent to the company. 

His Говоѕнір found that defendant had never accepted the 
liability of the company in place of that of the defendant, and 
gave judgment for the plaintiffs ifor the amount claimed, with 
costs. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


STANDING ORDER PROOFS. 


Tux Standing Orders Committee has reported that the Charing 
Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway (No. 2) Bill may be pro- 
ceeded with provided that the powers to construct railways Nos. 2, 
3 and 4, be struck out of the Bill The railways thus struck out 
are a line 1 mile odd in length proposed from Highgate to Hornsey ; 
a line 5 furlongs and 4 chains from Charing Cross to Parliament 
Square ; and the line from Parliament Square to Victoria Station. 

The Standing Orders Committee has reported that in the case of 
the Saddleworth, Springhead and Lees Tramways Bills with respect 
to which standing orders had been found not to have been complied 
with, the promoters shall be allowed to proceed. 

On Friday it was found that the Standing Orders of the House of 
Lords had been complied with in the case of the Northumberland 
Electric Tramway Bill and the Tyneside Tramroads and Tramways 
Bill. 

The Wrexham District Tramways Bill came before the House of 
Lords’ Examiner on Monday, and Standing Orders were found to 
have been complied with. 

The following Bills came before Mr. Campion on Monday for 
proof of compliance with the Standing Orders of the House of 
Commons :— 

Rossendale Vall Tramways.— Standing Orders were found to 
have been complied with in respect to this Bill, which authorises the 
Rossendale Valley Tramway Company to construct some six miles of 
new tramways as extensions of their present system. 

Eveter and District. Tramways.—It was found that Standing 
Orders had not been complied with in the case of this Bill, which 
sceks to incorporate a tramway company which will lay down a 
service of tramways in Exeter and the district. The Bill will now 
have to go before the Standing Orders Committee, who will decide 
whether or not it shall be allowed to proceed. 

North Ormesby, South Bank and Granyetown Tramways.—There 
was no appearance in connection with this Lill, and it was marked 
"dead." The power scught was to ingorporate a company with a 
capital of £54,000 to construct electric tramways in the district 
named. | 

It was decided to postpone the consideration of the following 
Bills till March 3rd :—Newcastle-on-Tyne Corporation Tramways, 
Torquay and Paignton Tramways, London County Council Tram- 
ways and improvements, Croydon and District Electric Tramways, 
London United Tramways and the Birmingham and Midland 
Tramways. | 


PETITIONS AGAINST PRIVATE BILLS. 


AMONGST the recent petitions which have been lodged against 
private electrical Bills are the following:—Hanley and Burslem 
Corporations and the Urban District Councils of Fenton, Turnstall 
and Wolstanton against the North Staffordshire Tramways Bill; the 
London County Council against the City and Brixton Railway Bill; 
Lhe promoters of the Piccadilly and City Railway against the 
London County Council Tramways Bill. 

The Great Eastern Railway have withdrawn their petition 
avast the Norwich Corporation (electricity, &c.) Bill, and the 
London and North Western Railway Company have withdrawn 
their petitions against the North Metropolitan Tramway Bill. 


ERDINGTON TBAMWAYS. 


THE Erdington Tramway Bill came before a Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, presided over by Mr. Ashton, on Tuesday. 


The object of the Bill is to enable the Erdington Urban District 


Council to construct tramways in the district, at a cost of some 
£100,000. It was announced that the only opposition—that of the 
London and North-Western Railway—had been withdrawn, and 
accordingly the Bill was referred back to the Chairman of Ways 
and Means as an uncontested measure. 


METROPOLITAN DisrBicT RAILWAY BILL. 


Tuts Bill was found to have complied with the Standing Orders of 
the House of Commons on Tuesday. Particulars of the Bill have 
already been given in the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW. 


Іохрох & Ввантох ELECTRIC RAILWAY. 


AFTER an inquiry lasting over a week, Mr. Campion, the Examiner 


of the House of Commons, has found that Standing Orders have 

not been complied with in the case of the London & Brighton 

Electric Railway Bill. The matter will now go before the Standing 

Orders Committee of the House, who will decide whether Standing 

E shall be suspended to allow of the further progress of the 
ill. 


Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Bill.—The Standing Orders 
Committec have reported that Standing Orders may be dispensed 
with in the case of the Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Bill, 
and the Bill allowed to proceed provided that Tramway No. 4 and 
Tramroad No. 9 be struck out of the Bill. Tramway No. 4 wasa 
proposed line, 2 miles 3 furlongs odd in length, in the parish of 
Longbenton, and Tramroad No. 9 a section 1 mile 4 furlongs in 
length in the same parish. 

Garston and District Electric Supply (Transfer) Bill.—This Bill 
came before Mr. Campion for proof of compliance with Standing 
Orders on Tuesday, and the necessary formalities were found to 
have been complied with. | 

London United Electric Railways.—The Standing Orders Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords have dispensed with Standing Orders 
to allow of Earl Cadogan presenting a petition against the Bill. 

City and North-East Suburban Electric Railway (No. 2) Bill.—The 
Standing Orders Committee of the House of Lords have suspended 
Standing Order 92, and given leave to thc Borough Council of 
Bethnal Green to present a petition against the Bill. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


| WEBE ENDING Fes. 26TH, 1901. | нек expme Гев. 25TH, 1902. 


Alexandria .. Adelaide 


. Value £90 ; .. Value £110 
Bangkok  .. $a es "i 29 Alexandria .. is ee je 42 
Barcelona. Teleg. mat. vs 83 Bangkok  .. a oe T 
Bombay  .. К" Us .. 490 Brisbane. Teleph. cable .. 528 
Braila. Teleg. cable. .. 190 Calcutta ie М .. 1,679 
Calcutta - де .. 820 Canada (ria the States). Teleg. 

» Elec. machinery . 8887 |! mat. cc xum weno Cae. 16 
Cape Town ee eo ee ee 151 ! Ca e Town ee ee oe ee 471 
Coatzacoalcos. Teleg.mat. .. 75 Colombo  .. - s 268 
Colombo - m T 22 | Constantinople. Teleg. mat... 35 
Durban $3 aa a es 648 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 153 
East London 15 | Durban V: uet же же, 206 
Fremantle .. ae ix .. 198 . East London Mec Uy 6. 124 
Gibraltar. ss Y 75 40 ! Greymouth.. is vs .. 178 
Grenada. Teleg. mat.. 75 Hong Kong. 235 
Hamburg ‘ice x s 93 Lyttleton . ae we . 550 

8 Teleg. mat. .. 300 Malta. Teleg. cable. . . 12,960 
Hong Kong.. 92 i .. 108 Melbourne.. - oe . 150 
Lyttleton .. bis ad . 203 New York .. aM T ee 60 
Madras ix га T oe 17 Perth.. ie id ка .. 150 
Malta.. aa E E “> 80 | Shanghai .. Va e" oa 81 
Melbourne .. T M . 552 Stockholm. Teleg. cable "i 65 
Ostend X - qa EM 15 Вуапеу T «x s T 57 
Port Chalmers. ia ae 58 Wellington. Тесу. wire .. 584 
Rotterdam .. os КР ga 19 Я Telephones eo 925 
Shanghai. Teleg. cable.. . . 18,000 
Singapore .. T - .. 419 

ii Teleg. cable ..11,000 | 
Suez, Teleph. cable. . . 12,500 
Sydney m «€ dx . . 1,058 | 
ii Teleg. mat. 680 ` 
Wellington. as 70 
Total oe £80,765 Total £20,153 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Barbadoes. Tph. apprs. Value £40 | Barbadoes. Teleg. mat. Value £65 


Calcutta. Elec. light tittings .. 8l 
New York. Elec. mat. ee ee "0 
Trinidad. Teleph., mat. vd 44 


Total es ee £40 | Total os ee £270 


— — entr 


Acetylene Lighting.— Mr. John C. Christie, of Aldgate, 
is at present fitting up the new Board School at Fulham Palace 
Road with acetylene. The generators and purifiers used are of the 
Thorn & Hoddle Acetylene Company, Limited, of Westminster, 
manufacture. -7 


Action.—At the Godalming County Court last week 
Arthur Hearne, electrical engineer, of Stanley Road, Woking, 
claimed £44 6s. and £5 damages from W. W. Gale, a local builder, 
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who engaged him to fit up a number of houses at 8s. per point for 
belle, and 128. 6d. per point for lights, paying out £2 weekly, and 
the balance on completion. Defendant had failed to keep up his 
payments, and plaintiff was awarded a verdict for £44 6s., with 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—March 8th is the last 
day for receiving proofs for intended dividend in the case of C. A. 
Church (H. Conolly & Co.), manufacturing electrical engineer, of 
Hampstead, Kentish Town, and Ilford. Mr. L. H. Lemon, of King 
Street, E.C., is trustee. = 


Liquidation.—A meeting of Mossberg Roller Bearings, 
Limited, will be held at 32, Victoria Street, S.W., on March 21st, 
to hear an account of the winding-up from Mr. P. H. Carter, the 
liquidator. І | 

Books Received. — Science Abstracts,” No. 50, 
February 25th. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Limited. 2s. 

" Hydraulic Motors and Turbines," by G. R. Bodmer. London: 
Whittaker & Co., 1902. 15s. 

" Class List and Index of the Periodical Publications in the 
Patent Office Library." London: Patent Office, 1902. 6d. 

" Directory of Statistics of Electric Lighting and Traction 
Works," 1902. Edited by C. S. Vesey Brown. London: Hazell, 
Watson & Viney, Limited. 6s net. 


 Coronation Illumination. — The Imperial Electric 
Lighting Company (13, Gate Street, Holborn), are devoting special 
attention just now to the problem of decorative lighting at a mini- 
mum cost. Simply, their system consists of ordinary twin cable to 
which ordinary lamps are attached by a special socket. The adapt- 
ability of the arrangement, and the fact that it can be fitted up and 
altered!withont skilled assistance, meet the wants of those who study 
variety of effect and economy of cost. But for illumination and 


decorative purposes coloured lamps are used, and each is provided 
with a stamped metal shade enamelled in some art colour, which 
gives to the light a bright floral appearance which is very striking. 
Provided with these shades, the strings of lamps can be formed into 


any desired devices, such as stars, crowns or initials, The whole of 
the combination is thoroughly water and weather proof, and there- 
fore very durable for outside purposes. Our illustrations give a 
good idea of the appearance of this system of lighting with and 
without the floral shades. 


Catalogues and Lists.—A new pamphlet Las been 
issued by the Edwards Air Pump Syndicate, Limited, in which they 
describe and illustrate their air pumps fur condensing plants at 
electrical and other land installations. A list is given of the prin- 
cipal electrical stations in which the Edwards pump is doing 
service. , 

Messrs. C. J. Thursfield & Co., of Cecil Street, Birmingham, have 
recently issued a new catalogue of electric light fittings, in which 
they show a number of excellent illustrations of some pleasing 
early English designs of pendants, electroliers, repoussé brackets, 
&c. The fittings shown therein can be seen at their showrooms in 
London, at Colonial Buildings, 50, Hatton Garden. 

From Messrs. Graham, Morton & Co., Limited, we have received 
a pamphlet describing their latest system of automatically dis- 
charging ash from boilers. It consists of a patent automatic ash 
discharger, so arranged as to automatically.discharge the ash from 


the boilers, which hitherto has been done by manual labour. By 


this system, which is fully explained in the pamphlet, the coal and 
ash in conneetion with the boiler house is not handled throughout 
its whole process by manual labour. The system illustrates an 
improved connecting link between the handling of coal and ash in 
boiler houses which is claimed at the present time to be the only 
automatic means in existence. The pamphlet also describes a com- 
plete boiler house on this system which Messrs. Graham, Morton 
and Co., Limited, bave erected at the Kensington and Notting Hill 
electric light works to the designs of Mr. H. W. Miller, chief 
engincer. 

Messrs. Edwards & Marsden, of Birmingham, have just issued for 
the use of architects, electrical engineers, and the trade generally, a 
new catalogue in which they show a few of their designs of elec- 


f 


trical fittings made up in the style now known as Art nouveau. 
All of the designs which appear in this list are hand wrought, and 
are stated to lend themselves well for antique finishes, especially 
oxidised silver and antique brass, of which Messrs. Edwards and 
Marsden make a speciality. Standards, pendants, brackets, lanterns, 
electroliers, and ceiling fittings, are neatly illustrated. 

The International Electrical Engineering Company, of Clun 
House, W.C., have forwarded us a set of their illustrated price lists 
of dynamos, motors, alternators, transformers, switches, controllers, 
&c., in which a large amount of information is well set out. Effi- 
ciencies and power factors are given, and the motors are rated for 
both continuous and intermittent running, whilst all machine acces- 
sories are priced separately. The continuous current motors are 
listed up to 475 f. p.; dynamos and alternators to 300 Kw., and poly- 
phase motors to 210 н.р. А separate seven-page price list gives 
particulars of the new patent starting switches which the company 
are placing on the market. These have been specially designed 
to admit of accurate manufacture in large quantities, and they are 


arranged for no-voltage and overload release, also for regulating 


and enclosing in gas-tight covers. e - 

„Electric and Power Pumps” is the title of a special catalogue 
which has just been issned by the Blake & Knowles Steam Pamp 
Works, Limited, of Queen Victoria Street. The catalogue is of a 
very convenient size, and is well arranged with a large number of 
excellent illustrations and details of the many kinds of pamps manu- 
factured by this company. | 


Claim Settled.—A workman in the employ of Messrs. | 


. Macartney, M'Elroy & Co., Limited, of Glasgow, claimed £500 in 


respect of personal injuries sustained while erecting overhead work 
for the Possil Road Tramways, his hand being burned by shock. It 
was announced last week that the pursuer had accepted £15 in 
settlement of his claim. 


Electrical Iluminations.—The Paris Municipality 
placed the whole of the contract with the Electric Lighting Boards 
Company for the illuminations in connection with the great Victor 
Hugo ceremonies on Thursday. These illuminations comprised a 
temporary installation of no less than 25,000 8-с.в. lights. 


Natal.—The values of the telegraph and telephone 
material imported into Natal during the year ended December 
318, 1901, were £5,060 and £8,320 respectively. The value of the 
eae is given as £50,625, and of electrical material (frec) 
as £40,363. | 


/ 
The 0'K. Meter Approved.—The В. of T. has approved 
. of the British Thomson-Houston Company's O'K. 
meter (3 
current). 


Spain.—Works are about to be established 
at Zudaire, Amescoa (province of Navarra) by a 
French-Spanish syndicate for the manufacture of 
aluminium electrolytically, Water power is to 
utilised in the generation of the necessary electrical 


energy. 
Westinghouse Magnetic Brake. — This 


magnetic brake for electric tramways is gaining 

favour. Several orders have recently been placed 
with the British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing, 
Company for complete magnetic equipments, among which may be 
mentioned those of the Glasgow Corporation, 100 cars; the 
Nottingham Corporation, 16 4-motor cars; and the Tyneside 
Tramways {and Tramroads Company, four large, 4-motor, 80- 
passenger cars. 


Turbine-Propelled Destroyer.—There was launched 
on the Tyne recently, says the 7'йлез, a torpedo-boat destroy г 
designed for steam turbine machinery, and generally of the same 
type as the Viper and the Cobra. The new vessel is named the Pelo», 
and has not, it is understood, been built to the order of any Govern- 
ment. The hull has been constructed by Messrs. R. & W. Haw- 
thorn, Leslie & Co., at their Hebburn yard on the Tyne, whilst the 
machinery has been made at the works of the Parsons Marine Steam 
Turbine Company at Wallsend-on-Tyne. The vessel is 210 ft. long, 
21 ft. wide, and 12 ft. 6 in. moulded depth. The main propclling 
machinery consists of two independent sets of Parsons turbine 
engines, one high-pressure engine and one low-pressure engine beiug 
on each side of the vessel. This gives four turbines, each of which 
bas its own line of shafting, and, as each shaft carries two рго- 
pellers, there are eight propellers in all. For going astern, reversing 
turbines are incorporated in the exhaust casing of each of the low 
pressure cylinders. A novel feature in this vessel is the introduc- 
tion of ordinary reciprocating engines fitted in conjunction with 
steam turbines. These engines are of the triple-compound type, 
are coupled direct to the main turbines, and work in conjunc- 
tion with them. They take steam directly from the boilers, and 
exhaust through the bigh pressure turbine, the exbaust from the 
latter passing in turn through the low pressure turbine, and from 
thence to the condensers. The reciprocating engines are for use 
at cruising speeds, when low power only is needed, and are, therc- 
fore, of comparatively small size. Ав destroyers very seldom run 
at their top speed, they are apt to be wasteful of fuel during ths 
greater part of their steaming; the new arrangement which Mr. 
Parsons has introduced should, therefore, be a distinct advantage. 
When bigher powers than those needed for absolute cruisiug speeds, 
under ordinary conditions, are needed, steam will be admitted tu 
the turbines direct from the boilers, and when the highest speed is 
needed, which would bring the rate:of revolution beyond that per- 
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missible with reciprocating engines, steam will be entirely cut off 
from the latter, they being at the same time thrown out of gear, and 
the steam turbines alone will be used. With this arrangement 
the Velox will doubtless prove an exceptionally economical destroyer 
‘at cruising speeds. The boilers are of the Yarrow type, and have 
been made by Messrs. Hawthorn. The trials of this vessel will be 
looked forward to with great interest. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Belgium.—A central power station installed in the most 
modern style bas just been completed at Hoboken, a suburb of 
Antwerp. This station, established in the centre of a group of 
industries to which it supplies the necessary power, comprises two 
units of 900 xw. and 400 kw. respectively. The Scheldt being 
close -by, coal is discharged by steamers quite close to the station 
and mechanically conveyed to the bunkers over the boilers. Auto- 
matic stokers are employed. 


Bridgend.—The Joint Committee of the County Asylum 
has decided to take energy for lighting the Angelton and Parcgwyllt 
. Asylum from the South Wales Electrical Power Company. The 
supply for the Asylums and Bridgend will be taken together, so that 
a lower rate may be obtained. 


Cardiff.—The Electrical Committee has endorsed an 
arrangement made by the borough electrical engincer, Mr. A. Ellis, 
with Sir John Gunn, on behalf of the Mount Stuart Dry Dock 
Company, for the supply of light and energy to that firm's works at 
Bute Docks. This is the first of the big local undertakings to take 
electrical energy from the Corporation, which supplies on the 
following terms: — At 1d. per unit with a guaranteed consumption 
of 50,000 units per annum for every 100 н.р. demanded ; 14d. fora 
guaranteed minimum consumption of 35,000 units per 100 н.р. per 
annum ; 1] per unit eame power with guaranteed minimum consump- 
tion of 25,000 units per annum. 


Clifden (County Galway). — The electric lighting 
scheme has fallen througb. 


Coventry.—The E.L. Committee recommends the 
Council to expend £20,485 for a reserve two-pha:e plant and 
further extensions to the works; also that £2,000 be expended upon 
motors to bc hired by consumers. 


Dover.—The T.C. has resolved to accept an amended 
offer from the local electric light and power compsny for the 
acquisition of the undertaking for £142,228. The sanction of the 
Board of Trade to the scheme is being sought. The price accepted 
is based on the payment of £ 10s. for £5 ordinary shares. 


Drayton-in-Hales,—The Market Drayton E.L. and Р. 
Co. is applying to the B. of T. for au electric lighting license for 
the parish of Drayton-in-Hales. , 


Epsom.—Although the U.. C. works have hardly started, 
applications for 2,013 8-c.r. lamps have been reccived from private 
consumers. 


France. —A project is on foot for the installation of an 
electric lighting project for the communes of Lauzun, Ey met, 
Castillonnés, and Mirmont, in the department of Lot and Garonne. 

The commune of Saint-Laurent Grandnaux bas just allotted the 
concession of electric lighting of the commune to М. Vuillet, of 
Moulins-de-l'Abbaye. The power station, supplied by the Abbaye 
Lake, will be of 100 H.P., and can at a later date be doubled. In 
view of the plenitude of waterfalls in ithe district it is believed 
that many projects of a similar nature will be carried out in the 
near future. 


Free Town.—The Z/andbook of Sierra Leone states that | 


the local City Council has just granted to à company iu England a 
monopoly to light it with electricity. 


Glasgow.—Nine new distributing mains are to be laid 
by the Electricity Department, at a cost of £2,857, mainly in the 
Pollokshields district. 


Hendon.—The L.G.B. has considered the application of 
the D.C. fora loan for electric lighting purposes, but having in view 
the strong opposition to the scheme manifested at the inquiry, has 
decided to postpone its tioal decision in order to give the rate- 
payers a full opportunity of expressing their opinion on the ques- 
tion, in the light of the facts disclosed at the inquiry. 


Horsham.— The new electricity works of the U.D.C. were 
formally opened on 19th inst. The buildings comprise an engine 
room, а boiler house, and accumulator room. Space is provided for 
additional machinery, and when further extension is required the 
present temporary end wall can һе easily removed. There are two 
Babcock boilers, supplied with Hopkinson's fittings, and two feed 
pumps, one pump being electrically driven. A Green economiser is 
provided. The two steam dynamvos, supplied by Messrs. Reavell and 
Co. Limited, consist of dynamos constructed by the General 
Electric Company, Limited, direct coupled to high-speed engines 
of their own make. "These sets are capable of developing 80 and 
40 xw. respectively at 450 revolutions per minute, and of giving an 
emergency load 25 per cent. in excess of the normal load for one 
hour without injury. Motor-generators and boosters have been 
provided for battery charging and to regulate the pressure. The 
storage battery has a capacity of 83 amperes for three hours. 


Twenty arc lamps are in use for public lighting, and each post is 
provided with two incandescent lamps, which will be switched ou at 
11 o'clock. Other streets in the district will be provided with 
incandescent electric lamps. Mr. W. C. C. Hawtayne is the con- 
sulting engineer, and Mr. W. J. Proctor the resident electrical 
engineer. The following were the contractors for the work :— 
Buildings, Messrs. Hull & Redford; machinery, Messrs. W. Reavell 
and Co., Limited; storage battery, Electrical Power Storage Com- 
pany, Limited; switchboard, Veritys, Limited; overhead crane, 
Measrs. Carrick & Ritchie; underground maine, Callender's Cable 
and Construction Company, Limited; arc lamps and posts, W. T. 
Allen & Co., Limited, 


Huddersfield.— The financial statement of Ње elec- 
tricity department for the year ended December 31st shows a net 
surplus of £2,561 16s. 3d. against £110 Os. 4d. in the previous year. 
It is proposed to transfer the whole sum to the depreciation and 
contingencies account. The profit is arrived at after allowing 
£4,342 Os. 11d. interest on loans, £2,722 5s. 6d. towards redemption 
of debt, and £1,225 7s. 8d. amount repaid Public Works Board. 
The total income was £20,574 6s. Gd., and expenditure £9,722 
16s. 2d., showing а surplus on working account of £10,851 10s. 4d. 


Hull.—S:nction has been received from the L. G. B. in 
respect of the Council's application to borrow £47,900 for the pur- 
pose of electric lighting extensions. 


Kingston-on-Thames.—The borough electrical engineer 
has been instructed to take steps to provide 35 new arc lamps for 
street lighting, and to fit up a number of existing arc standards with 
incandescent lamps for using after midnight. 


Liverpool.—The City Council has approved of the 
reduction in the charges for cleetricity supply to 3jd. per unit, as 
recommended by the E.L. Committee and already detailed in these 
columns. | 


London.—Ciry .— Last weck the Streets Committee 
presented a rcport relative to the arrangement for testing electric 
meters used in the City, and submitted the following for adoptic7: 
—“ An estimate for the first year's work, the amounts being £1,000, 
under the agreement with the City of London Electric Lighting 
Company, and £450 under the Charing Cross and Strand Elec- 
tricity Supply Corporation's agreement; and a specification and 
estimate for apparatus, &c., needed for testing continuous current 
meters, апа also for some of the requirements necessary for carrying 
out the work to be done under the meter-testing agreements, 
amount £373 10s." The recommendations of the committee were 
adopted. А letter was read from the City of London Electric 
Lighting Company, Limited, stating that, pending litigation, they 
would continue the public lighting for the Corporation on the same 
terms as heretofore, without prejudice to the sights of either party. 

GnEENWICH.—The Metropolitan Borough Council has decided to 
retain the services of Messrs. Handcock & Dykes to advise with 
regard to electric lighting mattcrs. | 

WoorwicH.—The L.C.C. bas sanctioned a loan of £6,000 to the 
U.D.C., repayable. in 42 years, to provide for the purchase of the 
Eltham portion of the Blackheath and Greenwich Electric Lighting 
Company’s undertaking. 


Long Eaton.—The Ratepayers’ Association has sent a 
petition to the L.G.B. praying that the application to borrow 
£15,000 for electric lighting be not granted, owing to the heavy 
indebtedness of the town. 


Maudesley-on-Sea.—A proposal is being considered 
by the R. D. C. for a scheme of electric lighting submitted by Messers. 
Ridout & Co., electrical engineers. Oil engines would be used to 
drive the dynamos. 


Morecambe.— The Electricity Committee is being criti- 
cised as to the unprofitable nature of the undertaking, compared 
with that of Lancaster. The capital up to last year was £35,380 at 
Lancaster, and £58,200 at Morecambe ; the capacity of the plant 
420 Kw., against 470 Kw.; the maximum load observed 366 KW., 
against 300 kw. at Morecambe; the energy sold last year 324,684 
units, agninst 194,602 units; the financial result being & surplus of 
£1,178 at Lancaster, against a loss of £677 at Morecambe. The 
relative works cost per unit for coal, oil, waste and water, wages 
and repairs, &c, is 2°67d. at Morecambe, against 175d. at 
Lancaster. 


Partick.—The new combined destructor and electric 
lighting station at Mauldslie Street was formally inaugurated on 
Wednesday last week. The works were commenced in November, 
1900, and occupy an area of about 8,000 sq. yds. The destructor con- 
sists of віх cells and three water-tube boilers. There is also one 
auxiliary water-tube boiler for use when the destructor cells are 
not in use. Each boiler has auxiliary furnaces for coal firing in 
cases of emergency. Forced draught is used throughout, and 
auxiliary steam iet blowers are provided. About 50 tons of refuse 
per diem is the present consumption. The engine house contains 
two 150-kw., and two 76-Kw. steam generators, balancer and booster 
of motor-generator type. It also contains an overhead crane 
arranged for hand power. The main switchboard is mounted ona 
special gallery in tne engine room. The battery room adjacent 
contains two batteries of 142 cells, one on each side of the 
middle wire. Tue total cost of the combined buildings and 
plant amounts to £50,000 for the electric lighting plant and £15,000 
for the destructor. The street lighting consists of 47 arc lamps 
mounted on the traction pillars of the Glasgow Corporation tramway 
system in the majority of cases, wbile lower down the pillar there 
are two 16-c.P. incandescent lamps. The various contractors for 
the work were:—Destructor plant and boilers, Messrs Manlove, 


* 


—. ,, ̃ p . p . . . . ыыы 


Vol. 50. No. 1.266, Рввволвт 28, 1902.] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


339 


Alliott & Co., Limited; steam pipes, Mesars. Stewart & Menzies ; 
dynamos, balancer and booster, Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co.; 
engines, Messrs, Belliss & Morcom; switchboard, Messra. Mechan 
and Sons; arc lamps, the Brockie-Dell Company; street mains and 


cables, the British Insulated Wire Company; battery, the Tudor 


Accumulator Company ; station lighting, Messrs. Kilpatrick & Son, 
Paisley. Messrs Kincaid, Waller & Manville are the consulting 
engineers, and Mr. Н. B. Maxwell is the burgh electrical engineer. 
Applications have been received for 7,000 8-с.р. lamps for private 
lighting, in addition to the public lamps and about 85 н.р. in 
motors A luncheon followed tha opening, at which many local 
gentlemen attended. 


Pendleton.—A quantity of gas accumulated in one of the 
manholes in Broad Street, containing electric cable, and became 
ignited. An explosion followed, and the manhole lid was blown 
high into the air. No one was injured. 


Redruth,—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of the 
Urban Electric Supply Company, Limited, for lighting the town 
with 25-c.p. electric lamps at £1 18s. per lamp per annum, and all- 
night lamps of 32-с.р. at £2 88. each, the price to include provision 
and maintenance, with attendance and renewal, and the running of 
30 lamps all night, the contract to be for five years. 


Spain.—An electric power transmission plant has lately 
been put down at the iron ore and calamine mines of the Sociedad 
Minerà de Mercadal, near Torrelavaga, Spain. 
utilised, and the plant furnishes the power for the operation of the 
ore-washing machinery, and for the tramway connected with the 
mines. 

Switzerland.— An electric installation has just been 
completed at Alstcetten-Schonthal for traction and lighting pur- 
poses The current is supplied by two power stations, one worked 
hydraulically, the other by steam, situated at Weidest and Schon- 
thal respectively. The former station utilises the falls of two 
water courses, the Bredenbach and the Ebernackquelle. The works 
contains two sets of turbines, with an.alternator of 100 нр. 
for the Ebernackquelle, and of 70 н.р. for the Bredenbach 
catchment. The alternators, running at 2,100 volts and 50 
cycles per second, are utilised for lighting at 120 volts. The 
dynamo is driven by a quadruple compound engine, and supplies 
the necessary power at 600 volts to a local tramway. The Schonthal 
station, 2 km. from the other, contains two motors of 50 н.р. and 
120 r.p m., driving à dynamo and an alternator. The station is only 
worked on market days. The tramway referred to is a single line, 
11:6 km. in length, and is on the overhead system. The entire 
installation cost 550,000 fr., and during the year 1900, made a net 
profit of 61,044 fr., having carried 461,651 passengers. à 


West Bromwich.—On the working of the new elec- 
tricity undertaking a deficit of £1,486 has up to the present to be 
faced. The E.L. Committee and the T.C. having had before it the 
tenders for the extension of the clectricity plant and buildings finds 
that £8,500 will be insufficient to meet the cost,and therefore 
recommends that the application to the L.G.B. be amended, and 
that a sum of £10,000 be borrowed. 


Worcester.—-The accounts for the year's working of the 
Corporation electricity works show a profit of £1,385 бв. 2d., by 
far the largest yet realised, During the first four years the station 
was worked at considerable loss. These losses fell upon the rates 
of the city, and will be repaid from time to time as the profits 
accrue. In view of the profits expected, £500 was appropriated by 
the Finance Committee to assist the rates, and the remaining £885 
6s. 2d. will be placed to reserve. 


Worksop.—The U.D.C. has decided to rescind the reso- 
lution fixing the price at 5d. per unit, and has substituted 4d. pcr 
unit, with thc usual discount. T 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—The Corporation have entered upon a con- 
tract the completion of which will inaugurate the electrical working 
of the whole of the city tramways. Some apprehension was felt in 
regard to the section’ along Union Street, which is the finest 
thoroughfare in the city, lest the erection of poles for the suspen- 
sion of the n wires for trolley traction would prejudicially 
affect the amenity of the street, but owners of property have come 
pretty freely to the rescue, and by allowing the Corporation to fix 
rosettes on their building frontages the results have been quite 
satisfactory. The work of equipping electrically the lines at pre- 
sent being used for horse cars is in full swing, aud it is expected 
that by early summer horse haulage will have been entirely aban- 
doned. The cost of the works now in provress is estimated at 
something like £50,000, and by the time the whole of the system is 
in electrical operation it is anticipated that the capital charge stand- 
ing against the tramway department will have reached a sum pretty 
near £290,000, which is the limit of the Corporation's borrowing 
powers in this direction. Meantime a syndicate is asking Parlia- 
ment for powers to construct an electrically-equipped tramway from 
the northernmost boundary of the city to one of the suburbs on the 
River Don, and a similar line from the south-western city boundary, 
along the Deeside highway to Cults, another popular residential 
Suburb. While the Great North of Scotland Railway Company are 


Water-power is 


to offer strenuous opposition to the proposed new lines of tramway, 
as the latter would enter into competition with the company's sub- 
urban train services, both the Town Council and County Council are 
prepared to come to terms with the syndicate. According to an 
agreement decided upon, the latter shall be bound to sell their 
system to the Town Council in the event of its coming within the 
boundary of the city. The latter is a very probable eventuality in 
view of the rapid growth of Aberdeen during the past decade or two. 


Barnes. — The C. D.C. last Friday evening considered a 
voluminous report on tramway matters. The London United Com- 
pany offer to widen the local thoroughfares at various points at a 
total estimated cost of no less than £100,000, the route being from 
the Richmond boundary, Lower Richmond Road, Kew Lane, Mort- 
lake Green, High Street (Mortlake), White Hart Lane, Barnes High 
Street, to Hammersmith Bridge. The suggestions of the Council's 
surveyor have been nearly all accepted by the company, and the 
trees along the Terrace are to be left. On the other hand, the 
Council agree to extend the purchase period from 25 to 50 years, and 
they consent to the trolley system. 


Barrow.—Lasi week a Corporation Committee visited 
London with a view to coming to an arrangement with the 
B.E.T. Co., by which the company would be able to work the 
Barrow tramways. An arrangement was come to under which the 
company will obtain a lease of the lines for 26 years. 


Batley.—It is stated that the B. E. T. Company will pay 
the Batley Corporation about £1,500 to recoup them for their 
expenses incurred in obtaining Parliamentary powers to construct 
tramways within their borough. 


Belfast.—In addition to the Corporation, the railway 
companies, the Water Commissioners, &c., &c., of Belfast, are 
opposing the Bill for the electric equipment of the Whitewell and 
Cavehill tramway. | 


Brentford.—The U.D.C. have resolved to ask for an 
apology from the person responsible for the publication of a certain 
handbill reflecting on the Council's policy with regard to the speed 
of the L.U.T. trams. | 


Dablin.—The case of Mrs. Catherine Lynch v. Lucan 
Electric Tram Company, which had been at hearing before the 
Lord Chief Baron and a city common jury, in the King’s Bench, 
Dublin, was concluded on Wednesday last week. Mrs. Lynch sought 
damages to the amount of £3,000, for injuries received while 
travelling on the company’s line in July last. The jury found for 
the plaintiff and assessed damages at £500. 


Hounslow and Slough.—The Earl of Jersey, Colonel 
G. Е. О. Boughey, Mr. Н. A. Steward, and Viscount Emlyn (as 
secretary) held a L.G.B. inquiry at Windsor on Feb. 14 to consider 
the application of the Metropolitan District Electric Traction 
Company for a light railway order for a line from Hounslow 
Barracks, along the Bath Road, to Slough and Datchet. Mr. 
R. D. M. Littler, K.C., appeated forthe promotere, and there was 
a strong opposition from the L.5.W.R., G.W.R., L.U.T., Middlesex 
&nd Buckingham County Councils, and the U.D.C's. of Bedfont, 
Datchet, Eton, Heston-Isleworth, Slough, and Staines, as well as 
from scveralfrontagers. It was stated that the originator of the 
proposal was Mr. Yerkes. As to the engineering of the scheme, 
Mr. Littler said the company would make a gentle sloping 
bridge at the level crossing over the“ West Drayton 
Railway, but there was a difficulty at Colnbrook Village, 
where the road was at places only 16 ft. wide; and they 
could not deviate either way, because the route ran nearly through 
the centre of Colonel Meeking's estate. He went on to deny that 
the Middlesex County Council had any locus standi, but admitted, 
amid laughter, in reply to a question, that he was himself the 
chairman of the Council. Sir Alexander R. Bmnie, the company's 
engineer, in giving evidence, said it was not proposed to work 
through traftic with the District Railway, on account of the difficulty 
of designing suitable rolling stock. As to the Colnbrook difficulty, 
they did not object to & suspension of two years, in order to 
negotiate for the purchase of land. Ou the witness saying that the 
company would be prepared to take separate orders for lines from 
Hounslow to Colnbrook, and from Colnbrook to Slough, Lord 
Jersey said that the Commission certainly could not allow a line 
either through or beyond the village, and the rest of the hearing 
was occupied with questions relating to the Hounslow and Coln- 
brook portion. After nearly six hours’ legal arguments, Lord Jersey 
eaid no provision had been made for widenings, and it was there- 


` fore unnecessary to proceed further with the application. 


Notices are beiny issued for an application by the L.U.T. fora 
light railway from Hounslow to Windsor Road, Slough, vid Cranford 
and Colnbrook, aud for a branch line to Datchet. 


Huddersfield,—T wenty-five new cars have been ordered. 
They are much lighter than the ones at present in use, and run on 
four wheels instead of two bogies of four each, which bave been 
found too heavy and otherwise unsatisfactory for the steep 
gradients. 


Hull.—The tramcar guards employed here having been 
declared by the Board of Trade to be ineffective, the matter came 
before the Tramways Committee last week. It was stated that if 
all the cars were to be fitted with new guards the cost would be 
about £5,000. The engineer and the chairman of the Committee 
are to bring up a report ou the matter. 
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Johannesburg.—The High Commissioner has sanctioned 
the local electric tramway scheme. The re-organisation and 
extension of the elcctric light and power station, and the con- 
struction of electric tramways will involve, it is estimated, an 
expenditure of between £300,000 and £400,000. An electrical 
engineer is to be specially engaged for the purposes of consultation 
in the matter. 


Krarsley.— Last week the Board of Trade inspector passed 
the electric tram line which bas been constructed for the Kearsley 
U.D.C., by whom it has becn leased for 21 years to the Farnworth 
D.C. It bas been constructed to the plans and under the super- 
vision of Messrs, Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar. It is 1? miles long, 
and brings nearer a through service of electric cars between Salford 
and Bolton, which will be an accomplished fact as soon as the 
remaining section from Clifton to Pendlebury is completed. It 
consists of a single line, with loops at intervals, with the poles in 
the centre, similar to those erected in Salford. Later on the line 
will be doubled the whole of the way. The stiffest gradient in the 
section is 1in 20. The contract for the overhead work was let to 
the British Insulated Wire Company; the centre poles were 
supplied by Messrs. Russell, of Wednesbury ; and the cars by the 
Westinghouse Company and Messrs. G. Е. Milnes & Co. 


Laneaster.—A deputation from the Lancaster and 
District Tramways Company has met a deputation of the Electric 
Tramways Committee of the Corporation with a view to the sale of 
the Lancaster—Morecambe line. The matter has been deferred 
vending a definite offer from the tramway company. The tramways 
engineer has commenced operations in laying the new electric line 
to Scotforth and Williamson Park. 


Manchester.—We understand that last week representa-, 


tives of the Tramways Committecs of Manchester and Salford con- 
ferred privately at the Manchester Town Hall with the object of 
narrowing the points at issue between them with regard to the 
future working of the two electric tramway systems, Various points 
were discussed, but no definite result was arrived at. | 


Middleton.—The T.C. has decided to authorise the 


.Manchester Corporation to construct the permanent way for the . 


tiamways between Middleton and Blackley. 


Mitcham,—The B. E. T. Co. have practically acceded 
tothe Croydon R.D.C.'s suggestions re widenings, and also offer 
£1,000 for the Mitcham Light Railway order. 


New Malden.—The U.D.C., at a special meeting last 
Saturday, considered a voluminous report on tramways, which was 
adopted after diecussion. It provides for the sanctioning of the L.U.T. 
line through Malden, to connect Kingston and Wimbledon, without 
touching the residential district of Coombe. 


North Down.—The construction of the North Down 
electric tramway has been authorised by the Irish Privy Council. 


The promoters of the undertaking are the National Electric Traction ` 


Company, Limited. The principal line is from Bangor (which is 
connected by rail with Belfast) to Donaghadee—both fashionable 
seaside resorts. Other special lines are to Bullyholme Вау, the new 
pier, Seacliffe Road, Bullou Lower and Orlock Lower. The lines 
are to be finished and ready for traffic by January 1st, 1904. 


Oldham.—The majority of the property owners and 
occupiers оп the westerly side of St. Domingo Street are assuming а 
very firm attitude in their opposition to the policy of the Oldham 
Corporation in laying double tracks in the street. They have 
placed their case in solicitors’ hands, and an action was commenced 
last week on their behalf against the Corporation, by the serving of 
& writ returnable in:the Chancery Court upon the town clerk of 
Oldham. The plaintiffs to the action are William Perkins and 
F. K. Goodall and their tenants. They claim an injunction to 
restrain the defendants from taking up the single line of tramways 
and re-laying the same as a double line, contrary to the provisions 
of Oldham Corporation Act, 1899, Sec. 34, and to restrain the 
defendants from keeping and maintaining the said tramway as a 
double line so that a less space than 9 ft. 6 in. shall intervene 
between the outside rail of the said tramway and the outside of the 
footpath on the westerly side of the said street opposite the houses, 
shops, and premises situated and numbered 40, Manchester Street, 
and 2,3, 5, 7, and 9, St. Domingo Street, "the said plaintiffs,’ 


the writ proceeds to recite, “being more than one-third of the 


owners, and more than one-third of the occupiers of the premises 
abutting on the place where such less space intervenes.” The 
plaintiffs also seek an injunction to restrain the defendants from 
running trams on such lines, and claim damages by reason of the 
obstruction of the said street and the interference with the access to 
the premises of the plaintiffs. The single line of track mentioned, 
has been taken up, and the double track laid, and ready for the 
running of cars. 


Sunderland.—Mr. F. J. Trewhitt, the chairman of the 
Tramways Committees, bas just drawn up an estimate of the income 
and outlay in conucetion with the borough tramways for the year 
ending March 31st, 1902. This shows that the Committee com- 
menced the year with a credit balance of £4,757 12s. 10d., and the 
traffic receipts, rents, and intercst total £66,300, making a gross esti- 
mated income of £61,057 12s. 10a. Against this there stand the 
following items of expenditure :— Electric current, £10,300; drivers 
and conductors, £9,700; management and office expenses, £1,600; 
inspectors and cleaners aud other staff, £3,600; rents, rates, and 
taxes, £1,400; insurance, £120; shed stores, £800; tickets and 
uniforms, £400; compeusation fund for injury, £700 ; repairs and 
renewals, £5,750 ; interest, 20,811; sinking fund, £6,712; reserve 


fund, £5,000; total expenditure, £52,893, leaving à net profit of 
£8,164. The report has given great satisfaction to all shades of 
public opinion, more particularly the suggestion that the sum of 
£7,000 should be handed over to the Finance Committee to be 
given to the reduction of the local rates. £7,000 represents about 
3d. in the £. This proposal has not yet been considered by the 
Council. 


Tees-side and Cleveland.—The Imperial Tramway 
Company, Limited, whose service of electric cars connects Middles- 
brough, Thornaby, and Stockton, have in contemplation consider- 
able extensions to their system by the construction of tramway 
lines to connect Middlesbrough with North Ormesby, South Bank, 
and Grangetown. The need of some easier and more frequent 
means of communication between these rapidly growing townships 
themselves, and between them and the populous town of Middles- 
brough has been greatly felt for a number of years past. The 
North-Eastern Railway Company, owing to its geographical poei- 
tion, cannot adequately satisfy the needs of these important 
environs of Middlesbrough. Mr. Clifton Robinson some two years 
ago outlined a scheme for extending the Tees-side system through 
North Ormesby and South Bank to Eston. That scheme, however, 
was rendered nugatory, at least for a time, by two serious obstacles. 
The first was the immense difficulty of carrying the tramway over 
the railway level crossing at North Ormesby, and the second the 
enormous expense that would have to be incurred iu connection 
with the toll bar in the same locality. Accordingly nothing was 
heard of the scheme until a few days since, when Mr. Barnley, 
solicitor to the Tramways Company, laid before the North Ormesby 
District Council details of an amended scheme, the main features of 
which are that the present tramway system would be taken through 
Grove Hill and into North Ormesby by means of an entirely new 
road at Breckon Hill and a bridge over the railway. "This scheme, 
it appears, will be submitted to the Light Railway Commissioners 
in May next. There will be considerable developments, too, on the 
Durham side of the River Tees. Aline will be made from Stockton 
to Portrack, Billingham and Port Clarence, and a further extension 


weill be made from the Port Clarence ferry to Seaton Carew and 


Hartlepool. The latter scheme, it is stated, is intended to be a 
connecting link between the Middlesbrough system and the north 
side extension, and involves the consideration of either bridging or 
tunnelling the River Tees. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


American Pacific Cable.—The Washington corre- 
spondent of the Standard reported on 20th that the debate on the 
Pacific Cable was developing a disposition to oppose the Commercial 
Cable Company's proposal, "because it is in the nature of an 
alliance with the Eastern Extension Company's monopoly. Repre- 
sentative Corliss cited the Commons Debate in support of bis 
contention that this monopoly is prejudicial both to England and 


the United States." | 


Cable Rates to India.— The Times on 21st inst. said: 
—‘ When we announced that the cable rate to India was to be 
reduced on March 1st to 2s. 6d. a word, we said that this implied 
that the assent of Germany and Russia to the change had been 
obtained. It appears that the matter was taken in haud by the 
British Government. The German Government resisted the pro- 
posed reduction because they wanted facilities for a cable at 
Valencia. The opposition of Russia seems not to have caused 
much trouble. Both Powers have now agreed to the reduction of 
rate.” . 

In the House of Commons, Sir E. Sassoon asked the Secretary for 
India whether it was proposed to delay taking any steps concerning 


the Joint Purse Agreement and the Australian Message Fund, iu 


which India was a partner with the Eastern, the Indo-European, 
and the Eastern Extension Companies, until after the House had 
had the opportunity of considering the final report of the Inter- 
Departmental Committee on Cable Communication, and could he 
вау when it was expected that this tinal report would be issued; and 
whether he would arrange to issue a detailed account of the recent 
negotiations between the Indian Government and the companies, 
which had resulted in a reduction of the Indian rate to 2s. 6d. 
Lord G. Hamilton replied : It is not proposed to interrupt or delay 
the negotiations which have, for some time past, been in progress 
with regard to a date for the determination of a Joint Purse Agree- 
ment, and of the Australian Message Fund. I do not know whea 
the final report of the Inter-Departmental Committee will he 
issued. It ів not proposed to pubiish any account of the negotia- 
tions which have led to a reduction of the Indian rate. 


Cape—Australian Сауе, —Тһе laying of the lust 
section— between Perth and Adelaide—of the Cape—Australian 
cable has now been successfully completed and will be open for 
traffic on 1st prox. 


Eccles Telephones.—At a meeting of Eccles ratepayers 
last week, a resolution, moved by the Mayor in favour of the Man- 
chester and Salford Telephone Board, was defeated by a large 
majority, and a poll of ratepayers was demanded. 


Post Office Telephones.—On Monday the new Post 
Office telephone system for London was put into operation at the 
Central Exchange, Carter Lane, 


: tla Ra I UID, „оз «аЬ. AENEA 
| | с 


Vol. 50. Мо. 1,266, Риввсавт 28,1902] THR ELECTRICAL REVIEW. : | 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. . INTERRUPTED. ч REPAIRED. 

Latakia-Cyprus .. se ee T - .. June 90, 1899 ; 
Para-Maranham oa ә ee arch 1, 1900 
Alexyandria-Laruaca ee ee Фе Jan. 19, 1902 oe 
Assab- Massowah .. Feb, 18, 1902 $ 
Modica-Malte .. Feb. 25, 1902 
Fao-Bushire . Feb. 25, 1902 

LANDLINES :— 


* Pia Hanekin " on Persian territory 3. .. Feb. 24, 1900 .. T 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec.8,1900  .. Е 


Telegraph Rates to Ceylon.—The Indo-European 
Telegraph Company announces that the tariff to Ceylon will be 
reduced from 48. 1d. to 2s. 7d. per word on and after 1st prox. 


The Telegraph Service.—In the Commons on Tuesday, 


in reply to Mr. Henniker Heaton, Mr. Austen Chamberlain said - 


(according to the Times) there was recently here and there some 
difficulty in obtaining an adequate supply of telegraph messengers, 
but the Postmaster-General has no reason to think that there 
bas been any general delay in the delivery of telegrams or any 
general want of care on the part of his officers in transmitting tele- 
grams. If, however, my hon. friend will forward to the Postmaster- 
General the information on which his question has been based 
inquiry will be made. The number of skilled telegraphists with- 
drawn for service in South Africa has somewhat diminished the 
efficiency of the staff at the offices affected, but apart from this the 
Postmaster-General does not think the telegraph offices are under- 
manned. | 


Underground Telegraphs.— It is reported that the 
Postmaster-General has consented to receive a deputation from 
Glasgow with respect to the proposed underground telegraph cable 
between London and Glasgow. March 6th has been fixed for the 
reception of the deputation, which will be supported by the City 
members of Parliament. 


Wireless Telegraphy in Italy.—The Minister of the 
Marine has decided to place the Italian capital and Sardinia in com- 
munication through the agency of wireless telegraphy. An order 
has already been placed for the necessary apparatus for the in- 
*tallation of wireless telégraphy on board the Italian men-o'-war. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—Jndian Engineering says that 
experiments with Marconi’s wireless telegraphy will probably 
shortly be made at Minicoy in the interests of shipping. Messages 
will be flashed from Minicoy probably to Calicut, for transmission 
to other parts of India and Ceylon. The Board of Trade is arrang- 
ing matters. 

The Berlin correspondent saysthat the German Government intends 
to lay a Bill for obtaining the greatest possible uniformity in the 
use of wireless telegraphy before the Reichstag as soon as possible. 
Signor Marconi has declined the invitation of the German Govern- 
ment to take part in the competitive trials between the two German 
systems of spark telegraphy—that invented by Couut Arco and 
Prof. Slaby, called the German Universal Electricity Company's 
system, and that invented by Prof. Braun, of Strasburg, known as 
the Siemens & Halske system —which commenced at Kiel a few days 
ago, with a view to ascertaining which of the two methods is to be 
adopted by the Imperial German authorities. It is said that, while 
Signor Marconi had established trustworthy communication to a 
distance of 150 kilometres, the German Universal Electricity Company 
has done 80 with its own apparatus to a distance of from 150 to 160, 
and even, with absolute perfection, as far as 200 kilometres. It 
hopes to be able to increase the distance to 350 kilometres. What 
progress the use of wireless telegraphy has made in the 
German Marine is best shown by the fact that 32 of its largest 
ships are provided with such apparatus, and that for eight more the 
apparatus will be ready by March 1st at the latest. | | 

Some trials with a system of wireless telegraphy, devised by 


Senor Cevera, have lately been made between Ceuta and Tarifa, in : 


the province of the Chief of Telegraphs, in Spain. The tests are 
stated to have given very satisfactory results. 

An Ottawa. press dispatch, dated February 26th, states that the 
agreement between Mr. Marconi and the Government was laid on 
the table in the Dominion House of Commons on that day. It 
provides that the Government shall grant a sum of $80,000, that а 
wireless telegraphy station shall be erected at Cape Breton, and 
that the company which is to work the new system shal! transmit 
messages at a maximum rate of 10 с. per word for commercial 
messages and of 5 c. for press messages. The Government ів also to 
have the use of the system for coast signalling. If Lloyd's declines 
850 agree to the use of the system, then the grant is to he reduced to 
$50,000. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


[4 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—March 6th. Twelve double-deck single- 
truck cars and equipments for the Corporation. See ''Official 
Notices" February 14th. | 

Aberdeen.—March 6th. Overhead equipment, bonding, 


and cables for the Corporation tramways. See "Official Notices " 
February 14th. | | 


Belgium.—March 1st. The municipal authorities of 
Ghent are inviting tenders until the March 1st, 1902, for tbe 
concession for an electric lighting installation. See our ''Official 
Notices " January 3rd. | 


Belgium.—March 1st. Tenders are being invited until 
March 1st by the municipal authorities of Braine l'Alleud for the 
concession for the electric lighting of the town. Tenders are to be 
sent to Le Secretariat Communal de Braine-l'Alleud, whence par- 
ticulars may be obtained. 


Bournemouth.—March 8th. Traction and arc lighting 
switchboards for the Corporation. See Official Notices Feb. 21st. 


Bournemouth.—March 15th. Coal and ash conveyors, 
bunkers, &c., for the Corporation tram station. See Official 
Notices " this week. : | 

Boston.—Firms willing to carry out the Council’s electric 
lighting and tramways order are invited to communicate with the 
chairman of the Lighting Committee. See “ Official Notices " to- 
day. 

Brighton.—March 24th. Telephone cables, conduits, 
poles, instruments, wires, batteries, switchboards and various other 
materials for Corporation telephone system. See Official Notices 
to-day. 

Burgess Hill.—March 12th. Offers for the construction 
of electricity works are invited by the U.D.C. For conditions, &c., 
see our “ Official Notices " February 14th. 


Dewsbury.— March 10th. The Corporation wants 
tenders for cooling tower and, pond, piping, valves and tanks, and 
centrifugal pump and motor, at the electricity station. 


Edinburgh.—March 3rd. Electric lighting installation 


tor the third portion of the Colinton Mains Fever Hospital (600 


points) for the Council. See “Official Notices " February 7th. 


Elland.—March 11th. Engines, dynamos, booster and 
balancers, batterv, switchboard, cables, crane, and condensing 
plant. See Official Notices February 21st. | 


France.—March 13th. The French Post and Telegraph 
Authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until March 13th for the 
supply of 330 tons of bronze wire. Particulars may be obtained 
from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Sous-Secretariat d'Etat des 
Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 103, Paris. 


Ghent.—March 20th. The latest date for sending in 
tenders for the establishment of electrical works has been extended 
to March 20th. The original advertisement appeared in our 
Official Notices " on January 3rd. eG 


Hackney.—April 9th. Three water-tube boilers, water 
softener, &c., for the electricity works. See Official Notices 
to-day. | 

Heckmondwike.—March 15th. Piping, traction gene- 
rator, battery and booster, switchboard work, condenser, cooling 
tower, feeders, &c., for the U.D.C. See “ Official Notices ” to-day. 


II ford.— March 11th. Twelve months’ supply of meters, 
fuse boxes, lamps, stores, cables, and, jointing materials. See 
* Official Notices " to-day. 


Iiford.—March 24th. Cars, trucks, motors and equip- 
ments. See ''Official Notices” February 21st. 


London.—March 4th. The L.C.C. is wanting tenders 
for 100 or 50 double-deck double-bogie tramcars for conduit lines 
in South London. Drawings, &c., at the County Hall, Spring 
Gardens, S.W. (£3). 

Manchester.—March 1st. Corporation Tramways Com- 
mittee advertises for life guards for tramcars, &c. 


Manchester.—March 3rd. The Rivers Committee in- 
vites tenders for electrical goods, &c. 


Manchester.—March 10th. Corporation wants tenders 
for electrical equipments and trucks for cars. See Official Notices” 
February 21at. | 

Oban.—March 7th. Piping, balancing transformers, and 
motor-generators, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, cable work, and 
crane for the Corporation electric lighting. See Official Notices " 
February 14th. 


Орап, —МагсЬ 71h. Conduits, manhole covers, arc lamp- 
posts, &c. See “ Official Notices " February 21st. 


Oldham.—March 25th. Piping, pumps, tools, &c., for 
the Greenhill electricity station. See Official Notices to-day. 


Oulton. — The Mutford and Lothingland Board of 


Guardians are considering the question of providing an electric 
light installation for the workhouse at Oulton. 


Pontypridd.—March 7th. Overhead equipment and 
bonding for the U.D.C. tramways. See “ Official Notices” Feb- 
ruary 14th. 


Rockhampton (Australia).—March 31st. The Counc 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. See 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. | 
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St. Paneras.— March 14th. Overhead travellers for the 
See '' Official Notices " to-day. 


March 1st. Twelve months’ supply of 

materials for the Electricity Department, including cables and 

accessories, fuse boxes, meters, joint boxes, carbons, &c. Mr. C. D. 

1 borough electrical engineer. See Official Notices " February 
Ist. 


Salisbury.—March 4th. The directors of the L. & S.-W. 
Railway want tenders for the electric lighting of Salisbury station. 
See “Offcial Notices February 14th. 


Southend-on-Sea, —March Cth. Tenders for two storage 
batteries. See Official Notices" February 21st. 


Stalvbridge.—March 3rd. Rails, points, crossings, tie- 
bars, bolts, trolley wire, &c., for the Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley 
and Dukinfield Tramways and У Board. See “ Official 
Notices " February 14th. 


Sunderland.— February 28th. Lathe, drilling, and 
shaping machines, and other workshop tools for the Corporation 
electric lighting department. See Official Notices Feb. 14th. 


Swansea.—March 8th. Two 600-Kw. steam dynamos, 
хс. Bee Official Notices February 21st. 


Wakefield.— March 13th. Lancashire boiler, econo- 
nod feed pump, for the lighting works. See “Offcial Notices T 
to-day. 


Wallsend.—March 19th. The Council wants tenders for 
a refuse destructor, electric lighting machinery, electric crane and 
motor for driving same. 
with 300 tons of ashpit, privy and general town refuse per week. 
Pug mills to grind the resulting clinker. The electric lighting 
machinery to light the destructor and adjacent street and public 
quay. The crane, to lift 5 tons, is to be erected on the quay. Mr. 
George Hollings, borough surveyor. 


Wimbledon.—March 11th. Year's suppl y of stores, 
cables, transformers, meters, lamps, &c., for the ш Depart- 
ment. See “Oficial Notices ” to- day. | 


CLOSED. 


Aberdeen,— The following contracts have recently been 
placed by the Tramways Committee :—Poles, A. and J. Stewart and 
Menzies; overbead wirework: and bonding, B. I. W. Co.; 
Anchor Cable Company. 


Hudderstield.— The British Westinghouse Electric and 


Manufacturing Company, Limited, have received the order for com- 


plete electrical plant for 25 tramcars. The equipments will con- 


sist of 49 B motors, No. 90 controllers, automatic circuit breakers, 
and resistances for service ” braking. 


Llandudno.— The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Crompton & Co., Limited, Chelmsford, for the extension of 
the electric lighting works, as required, for the sum of £2,809. 
Messrs Crompton's tender was not the lowest, but was the lowest 
approved tender out of 30. 


Portsmouth.—The contract, for the electric lighting 
and other electrical work connected with the new naval barracks 
at Portsmouth has been entrusted to Messrs. Bergtheil & Y^ung. 
The building contract was one of the largest building contracts 
ever given to one firm, and we hear that the electric nghung i is in 
proportion. 


Norwich. — The Norwich Electricity Company, Limited, 
have accepted the tender of the Electrical Power Storage Company, 
Limited, for the storage battery for their generatiug station at 
£1,771. 


West Bromwich. — The E.L. and P. Committee have 
accepted the following tenders:—Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, for 
two boilers and accessories ; Messrs. Parsons & Co., for two steam 
dynamos and surface condenser; Messrs. Cowans, Limited, for 
boosters, switchboard, and connections; and Mr. John Mallin for 
the extensions to the buildings. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, February 28th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Students’ Meeting. Paper tobe read: “Indicating 
High-Speed Steam Envines,” by A. M. Arter. 
At 8 p.m. Electro-Harmonie Concert. Ladies’ night. 
Saturday, March lst.—At 3 p.m. Royal Institution. Lecture by 
Rt. Hon. Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., on “Some Electrical 
Developments.” (Lecture 111.) 

At 10.30 a.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Stu- 
dents’ Section). Visit to the generating station of 
the London United Tramways Company, Chiswick. 

Monday, March 3rd.—At 7.20 p.m. Society of Engineers. Mect- 
ing at the Royal United Service Institution, Whitchall. 
Paper on " British v. American Patent Law Practice 
and Engineering Invention," by Mr. D. H. Thwaite, 


The destructor must be capable of dealing ` 


cables, 


learn if any firms are moving in this line. 


Thursday, March 6th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
_Engincers (Dublin Section). Meeting at the Royal 
College of Science, Stephen’s Green. Adjourned 
discussion on paper: Notes on Irish Water-Power and 
its Electrical Development,” by W. Tatlow, M. A., B.E. 

At 8.30 p.m. Röntgen Society. Meeting at 20, Hanover 
Square. Paper by Dr. Barry Blacker on Localisa- 
tion; With Demonstration of a Simple Direct Read- 
ing Apparatus." à 

At 8 p.m. Electrical Trades Union (Battersea Branch). 
Organising Concert will be held at the “Meyrick 
Arms," Clapham Junction. 

Saturday, March 8th.—At 3 p.m. Royal Institution. Lecture by 
Lord Rayleigh on “Some Electrical Developments." 
(Lecture IV.) 

Monday, March 10th.—Institution of Electrical Engineers (New- 
castle Section) Meeting. Paper by C. S. Vesey- 
Brown on “ Electrical Power Supply on the North- 
Fast Coast." 

Tuesday, March 11th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section) Meeting at Owens 
College. Paper on “Electric Tramcars and their 
Equipment,” by W. G. Rhodes. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow 
Section). Meeting at the Institute of Engineers and 
Shipbuilders. 

Wednesday, March 12th.—At 7.30 p.m. 
Engineers (Birmingham Section). 
Physical Theatre of the University. 


Institution of Electrical 
Meeting in the 


NOTES. 


A Hint to Electrical Illumination Manufacturers, 
We commend the remarks contained in the following letter to the 
urgent attention of manufacturers who are laying themselves out to 
meet the coming demand for Coronation electrical devices and 
fittings. No doubt the mere mention of the matter will be enough 


to lead to every station engineer in the kingdom being deluged 


with circulars and catalogues forthwith :— 

“Tt appears to me that the British section of electrical manu- 
facturers are sadly deficient of the energy and ingenuity that is 
necessary for a progressive nation. This is made apparent by the 
fact that, whilst gas managers are being inundated with catalognes 
and illustrations of gasilluminations for the Coronation festivities, 
the electrical engineer has not yet seen any efforts made in this 
direction. 

«1 should be very pleased if you would direct attention to this 
matter in your valuable paper, and I, for one, would be very glad to 
Thankiog you in 
anticipation. | i 

“Iam, yours faithfully, 
“ JOSEPH Boyce, Chief Assistant.” 
Darwen Electricity Works. 


Personal.—Mr. J. R. Cowell, M. I. E. E., M. I. M. E., is 


resigning the position of manager and engineer of the light and 
го department of Johannesburg to join the firm of Blane & Co., 

imited, of that town, engineering contractors and importers, аз 
engineer to the firm, especially with the view of developing an 
electrical branch of their work. Messrs. Blane & Co. have been 
established in Johannesburg some eight years. In addition to the 
agencies now represented by the firm, it ia proposed to represent elec- 
trical appliances of good firms, and Mr. Wm. Blane was to leave 
Johannesburg last month by ss. Britun for the purpose of arranging 
matters of this kind. His address will be—care of African Banking 
Corporation, Limited. 


Lecture.— On Thursday last week, at Carpenters’ Hall, 
E.C., Prof. J. A. Fleming lectured on the Transmission of Light 
and Electricity.” 


Tramways and Observatories.—A daily paper says 
that the Nice Electric Tramway Company is defendant in a suit for 
damages brought by the founder of the Nice Observatory. The 
plaintiff asserts that the instruments in the magnetic observatory, 
close to which the trams run, have been rendered useless, and he 
has been forced to erect another obscrvatory at a cost of £4,000. 


Obituary.— We regret to record that Mr. H. R. Low, 
the electrical engineer to the Cape Town Corporation, died a few 
weeks ago. Mr. Low was at one time with the Brush Company, 
and also connected with the Woolwich undertaking. He went to 
the Cape under medical orders about 1595, and joined the firm of 
Findlay & Co., of Cape Town. On the retirement of Mr. E. G. 
Jones, in 1896, Mr. Low accepted the post of clectrical engineer to 
the Corporation of Cape Town. Shortlv after taking over this 
position, he altered the five-wire 440-volt system to the three-wire 
440, and introduced the 220-volt lamp, and also extended the cxist- 
ing power plant by the erection of an additional power station. 
Mr. Low had only just returned from Europe, where he had been 
engaged in selecting two large steam sets for the Cape Town gene- 
rating stations. The deceased geutleman was born in India, and 
was a nephew of Sir Robert Low, who commanded the Anglo- 
Indian forces in the Chitral campaign. He was an associate member 
of the Institution of Electrical Engincers. 


(Continued on page 351.) 
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The New Direct Current Works of the 
City of London Electric Lighting Company. 


THREE years ago we published an illustrated description 
of the huge high pressure alternating current generating 
station, containing plant of 11,000 KW. capacity, of the 
City of London Company at Bankside.* Even at that 
date, the company had begun to instal direct current plant, 
and it is worthy of note that since 1898 all extensions have 
been carried out by the company on the direct current 
system. The generating plant installed for this purpose 


\ 
in fact, in order to carry out recent extensions it was found 
necessary to purchase practically the whole of one side of Sum- 
ner Street. This purchase was carried out partly by agree- 
ment, but partly under compulsory powers by special Act of 
Parliament, and having regard to the magnitude of the 
undertaking, it is remarkable to find that, within the space 
of three years, one of the largest continuous current gene- 
rating works in this country has been successfully established, 
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GENERAL VIEW oF STATION. 


has now attained to very considerable dimensions, and 
possesses во many features of interest that we are glad to 
avail ourselves of the kind permission of the engineer-in- 
chief, Mr. Frank Bailey, to place a short description of it 
before our readers. 

It will be seen from the general plan, which we publish 
on p. 348, that the works occupy a site of considerable size ; 


— 


* See ErzorRICAL Review, March 3rd, 10th and 17th, 1609 


not only in the face of all ordinary difficulties, but also in 


spite of every obstacle which the powerful Corporation of 
the City of London could thrust in the way of the company. 

A handsome building has been constructed, and now 
contains its full equipment of continuous current generators; 
the building having been designed to accommodate the plant, 
there is no waste space, and just sufficient room is left 
surrounding each engine to allow for the removal or repair 


of any part. Land is, of course, very valuable on a site во 
F 
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near to the centre of the city, and it is highly creditable to 
the engineer that plant capable of giving an output of over 
7,000 kw. has been so conveniently placed within the 
limited space available. 

The generating plant is all of the standard tramway type, 
each set consisting of a dynamo mounted on the shaft 
between the cranks of a two-cylinder compound engine ; 
it is interesting to note that, although the company are 
fully satisfied with all their high speed alternating plant, 
they now prefer to adopt the low speed Corliss type of 


— 


| 
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stroke, and they run at 90 r.p.m. The crank shafts are of 
wrought-iron, 24 in. in diameter; the fly-wheel is 18 ft. in 
diameter and weighs nearly 50 tons. 

The Musgrave engines give a maximum of 4, 100 I H. Pp.; 
the diameters of the cylinders are 384 in. and 76 in. x 
54 in, stroke, and the speed is 75 r.p.m. The crankshaft 
is of mild steel and is 28 in. in diameter, the fly-wheel W 
24 ft. in diameter and weighing about 80 tons. 

We have here, therefore, two standard types of engines, 
each being probably representative of the best of their 
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ALLIS-WESTINGHOUSE 1,000-Kw. 


engine, coupled to direct current generators of a size not 
usually met with in electric lighting stations. 

The first instalment of plant consisted of three Allis- 
Westinghouse 1,000 kw. generators; two Musgrave- 
Westinghouse 2,000 Kw. generating sets were added 
last year. | 

The Allis engines are of the standard vertical cross- 
compound condensing type adopted by this firm, the 
diameters of the cylinders being 28 in. and 60 in. x 48 in. 


GENERATING SET. 


respective countries, working side by side under the same 
conditions, and it is interesting to note the simplicity of 


design, coupled with the massive construction of the English 


engines— features which have always been characteristic of 


the best Dritish work, whether in machine design or in the 


building of an Empire. 

Surface condensers are used, with air pumps of the 
Edwards type; in the case of one of the Musgrave engines, 
the air pump is worked direct from the engine motion, while 
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in the case of the other sets, separate air pump engines have 
been supplied by Messrs. De Ritter. 

The. water consumption of these generating sets varies 
from 20 to 22 lbs. per kilowatt-hour. The use of such large 
generators has suggested the desirability of securing safety 
by the addition of various forms of emergency governors 
and valves, the latter of which can be operated by hand if 


required. 
The Westinghouse generators are all multipolar, and the 
armatures being provided with compensating windings, the 


The total height of the 2,000 Kw. machine is about 21 ft; 
its length along the shaft 5 ft. 8 in. ; and its extreme width 
about 26 ft. 'The height of the machine above the floor 
line is about 9 ft. 6 in. The armature is built direct on the 
engine shaft, between the high pressure and low pressure 
sides, and close beside the massive fly-wheel. 

‘> The armature and the commutator are both built on one 
cast-iron spider, which is cast in four sections with two 
spokes or legs to each section. The hub is 37} in. deep, 
accurately bored to fit the shaft, on to which it is pressed 


MuscRAVE-WESTINGHOUSE 2,000-kw. GENERATING SET, 


machines run with an absence of sparking under all 
conditions. 

The field magnet consists of a cast-iron ring carrying 20 
pole-pieces projecting internally ; the latter are built up of 
soft steel stampings cast into the field ring. The field ring 
is divided vertically, and the halves are mounted on guide 
plates, so that they can easily be drawn apart. All parts of 
the armature and field are by this means readily accessible 
for inspection or repairs, The machines are all self-exciting. 


over the key. Two rings are afterwards shrunk over each 
side of the hub, the diameters outside the shrink-rings being 
47 in. and 574 in. respectively. The fly-wheel is afterwards 
pressed into its position on the largest part of the shaft. 
On the inner side of the fly-wheel the hub is extended by a 
flange, which projects over the hub of the spider, and is 
bolted against machined faces on the spider arms by eight 
9 -іп. diameter tightly fitted bolts. 

The armature core is built up of steel laminz between 
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cast-steel end-plates. The соге and spider are traversed by 
air passages so that when the machine is running, a cooling 
stream of air circulates through the core and round the 
windings. 

The armature conductors are of copper bar, forged to 
shape and insulated before being placed in the slots ; they 
are simply laid in position without any forcing, bending or 
hammering being necessary, and secured by hard fibre 
wedges driven lengthwise into notches in the slots above the 
conductors, 


MBE BES 


GENERATOR SWITCHBOARD, Nos. 1 то 3. 


An important feature is the provision which has been 
made in the armature winding to secure sparkless commuta- 
tion and cool running, Certain points in the armature 
windings, which are normally at equal potentials, are con- 
nected together by additional conductors, so that any 
difference of potential between the points so connected and 
produced by want of magnetic balance is followed by a flow 
in one direction or the other in the additional conductors. 
These currents are alternating in character and interact on 
the field-magnets, either demagnetising or magnetising them 
to the necessary state of balance. The currents, therefore, 
which are occasioned by the want of magnetic balance, do 
not pass by way of the brushes and sparkless running is 
secured, Another important effect is that should the arma- 
ture be out of centre in the field the heavy magnetic pull of 
the armature on the side nearest the poles is prevented. 

The steady sparkless running of the generators at the 
Bankside Works is particularly noticeable, and speaks well 
for the efficiency of the Westinghouse method of balancing 
the magnetic circuits, 

The commutator is constructed of hard drawn copper 
segments insulated by mica sheets. Carbon brushes are 
used, tightly secured in spring brush-holders. The brush- 
holders are arranged in sets of eight, carried on rigid 
brackets, supported in turn from a continuous ring which is 
concentric with the field ring. The brush or rocker ring is 
held by brackets close to the field ring, thus leaving the outer 
end of the commutator free and open for attention or cleaning. 
The lead of the brushes is adjusted, for all simultaneously, 
by a hand-wheel which connects through rods and bevel 
gearing to the brush ring. 

The finished armature of the machine is some 12 ft. in 
diameter, and 3 ft. deep ; the commutator being about 10 ft. 
in diameter by 22 in. wide at the collecting face. The total 
approximate weight of the complete armature and com- 
mutator js 85,000 lbs, 


Throughout these works we find that every effort has been 
made to secure simplicity in design and freedom from all 
unnecessary complications. For this reason the generators 
are shunt-wound and not compound, and the switchboard 
arrangements have been reduced to the simplest possible 
form. 

The switching gear is carried on a gallery running from 
end to end of the station, and consists of a long row of 
panels, each having separate connections to the main station 
bus bars, which are formed of 6 in. x lin. copper strips 
mounted on special forked porcelain insulators, supported on 
angle iron brackets. 

The panels are built up of marble slabs supported on 
angle iron frames, fixed to the gallery floor about 4 ft. away 
from the wall, to which they are tied by light angle iron 
stays. All connections are made at the back of the boards, 
the cables rising vertically from beneath ; parallel copper 
connectors are carried across, forming connections to the 
main bus bars, 

The generator panels and regulating boards are isolated 
from the rest, and occupy the centre position on the gallery, 
the circuit panels ranging along the entire length of the 
gallery on either side. The generator switchboards are of 
the usual Westinghouse type, provided with illuminated-dial 
Weston instruments and an additional polarised central zero 
voltmeter, fixed on a swing bracket, which enables the 
instrument to be observed from any position, and therefore 
greatly facilitates the paralleling of the machines, 


Each generator is protected by Westinghouse automatic 


circuit breakers on both poles of the machine, the tripping 
gear being so arranged that it may readily be operated by 
hand, thus providing a switch for taking the generators out 
of circuit. 

A single-pole lever switch is also fixed to the positive pole 
immediately below the ammeters, for use when closing 
machines up on circuit. 


GENERATOR SWITCHBOARD, Nos. 4 AND 5. 


The circuit breaker on the negative pole is actuated by 
excessive load only, an adjustment being provided whereby 
it may be set to operate at any desired maximum load. 
That connected to the positive pole and located immediately 
over the switchboard panel is actuated by excessive or return 
current load, by a tripping device consisting of a small 
suspended coil fixed between the yokes of an electro-magnet, 
clamped to a vertical connecting bar between the lever 
switch and circuit breaker. The main current from the 
generator magnetises the yoke pieces and causes the sus- 
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pended coil (through which a small shunt current from 
across the machine terminals is passed) to be deflected on 
either side of zero, according to the direction and magnitude 
of the current passing. The movable coil carries a small 
metallic tongue, which is capable of adjustment; this is 
made to close the circuit of an auxiliary shunt relay, which 
in turn releases the trip gear. 


- Binp's-Evg ViEWIl or, STATION, 


One of the most interesting features of the electrical 
equipment is the special attention which has been given to 
the distributing feeder switchboard. 

There is probably no place in the 
world where so much excavating is 
carried out as in the streets within 
the City area. The congested state 
of the numerous pipes which form 
the foundation of the City roadways, 
the mad haste of all the companies 
concerned to grab the last few remain- 
ing inches of soil, combined with the 
reckless carelessness and wanton in- 
difference displayed by the men in 
charge of wedge and hammer, produce 
a risk to electrical mains which few 
can appreciate who have not suffered 
from it, 

The City Company, recognising the 
enormous risks to which their mains 
are thereby subjected, determined to 
provide every precaution possible to 
minimise the disastrous results which 
would otherwise attend mechanical 
damage to their extensive distributing 
system. 

After careful investigation of the 
general practice at other stations, it 
was found necessary to carry out an 
exhaustive series of trials of circuit 
breakers and fuses. The difficulty 
of controlling heavy currents at 500 
volts was soon demonstrated, but success was attained by 
the combination of a quick break, wide gap switch, and a 
special form of 500-volt fuse holder, invented by one of 
the staff, 


On trial this combination was found to meet the lighting 
requirements somewhat better than automatic cut-outs, 
which are too readily operated by minor disturbances, and it 
was decided to protect each feeder, both at the generating 
station and the distributing centres, by such an arrange- 
ment, 

The distributing feeders (of which there are about 40) 
consist of double concentric *5 sq. in. paper-insulated lead- 
sheathed cables of the British Insulated Wire Company’s 
manufacture, and are brought up and connected to the back 
of the main station panels, while the middle wire connection 
to the City, which consists of three 1 sq. in. cables, is 
brought to a separate middle wire board on the north side of 
the station, to which the rotary balancers at Bankside and 
the recording leakage indicator in the earth connection are 
coupled. ! 

The feeder switchboards consist of vertical marble panels, 
each having a Weston ammeter of the shunt type at the top. 
These instruments are provided with specially constructed 
catches, which hold the needles after they pass a certain 
maximum reading, thus affording a ready means of locating 
any momentary disturbance which may occur on the distri- 
buting networks. A projecting marble shelf half way down 
the panel forms a division between the poles of the circuit. 
A B.T.H. quick-break switch, and a Peard patent fuse are 
mounted on these panels, and connected to each pole of the 
circuit. | 

These fuses, which the City Company have been the first 
to adopt, are of novel but exceedingly simple construction, 
the principle on which they work being to reduce to a 
minimum the duration of the arc, by mechanical means, and 
to screen the connecting terminals from the metallic vapours 
formed. 

The device consists of a bridge or central block of non- 
conducting material interposed between the terminals to 
which the fuse is fastened. This central bridge contains a 
movable screen, which is pressed continuously outwards 
against the fuse at its weakest point. The connecting 
terminals are protected from metallic vapour formed by the 
volatilisation of the fuse, by means of a cover which is 
fitted round the central block, the fusible connection being 
exposed only at the point where it passes over the movable 
screen, 

When in operation the movable screen is instantly inter- 
posed between the two parts of the fuse at the moment when 
fusion commences. ‘The rapidity with which the screen 
works, and the very small quantity of metal actually fused, 


у 
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FEEDER SWITCHBOARD (SOUTHERN PoRTION). 


effectually prevent the formation of a destructive arc, and the 
arc formed at the moment of breaking circuit is entirely 
confined to the replaceable fuse at its point of severance. 

At present the City Company have traysformed ejght of 
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their sub-stations to direct; current supply. These stations 
@ are fed from the generating station by a number of 5 sq. 
=: | in. D.C. mains, laid in wrought-iron pipes. 
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mains above-mentioned: The feeders from the generating 
station are connected to the distributing bus bars through 
fuses at the sub-station end. The low pressure network, 
which is on the 8-wire triple-concentric system, is fed by 
а number of triple-concentric distributing feeders, which 
are also provided on each pole with switches and fuses of a 
type similar to those used at the generating station. 

Each of these distributing feeders supplies a separate 
section of the low pressure network, having approximately 
equal lamp connections. The network is provided with 
junction boxes at the corner of each street, thus enabling 
the sections to be readjusted whenever required for the 
purpose of equalising the pressure. 

In the case of damage to feeders, this arrangement also 
enables any section to be supplied from the adjoining 
sections, thus greatly reducing the inconvenience which 
would otherwise occur with a more rigid system, while at 
the same time introducing the maximum factor of safety. 

For lighting purposes the 200 volts supply only is taken 
into the premises of the consumer, and in each case the 
middle wire conductor is connected solid, a cut-out being 
provided on the outer pole. 

All consumers’ fittings are of a type tested and approved 
by the City Company, the latter having undertaken and 
made an extensive trial of all descriptions of fittings. 

A large portion of the supply to the City is now given 
from the direct current plant. 16 is estimated that 
this plant will suffice for the requirements of the City 
for an indefinite period during the summer months, 
and also during hours of light load throughout the 
year, and as it can be operated without any losses of trans- 
formation, the supply being direct from the generator to the 
consumer, it is clear that considerable economy must result ; 
the problem of securing the assistance of the alternating 
current plant is easily met by the proposal of the company 
to use motor-generators during the heavy londs for about 
three months in the year. These motor-generators, some of 
which are now on order, are being constructed for use 
primarily with the alternating current side as the motor, and 
as they will be placed at the various distributing centres 
they will generate continuous current at the point where it 
is required, and thus augment the direct supply of con- 
tinuous current from the main steam generators. In the 
meantime, until this work is carried out, the motor-genera- 
tors are being placed at the works, and will be used in the 
reverse manner by driving the continuous current machine 
as a motor, and thus generating alternating current during 
hours of light load, and enabling only one set of steam 
plant to supply the requirements of the whole district. 

A remarkable result has been obtained from this plant 
during the past year, for although the output sold was 
slightly in excess of that recorded in the previous year under 
exceptional circumstances, the coal consumption shows a 
decrease of no less than 23,000 tons! 

In conclusion, as we have already indicated, we are in- 
debted for these particulars, and for permission to photo- 
graph the plant, to Mr. Frank Bailey, engineer-in-chief to 
the City of London Company, and for their kind assistance 
to Mr. F. H. Jackson, Mr. Rycroft, Mr. D. Wilson 
(superintendent of the works), and Mr. O. L. Peard. 
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ELECTRICAL MOTOR-CARS AT THE 
| CRYSTAL PALACE. | 


SATURDAY last saw the close of the Orystal Palace and 
Motor Traders' Co-operative Exhibition at the Crystal Palace. 
From the point of view of the number of exhibitors the show 
cannot, by any means, be considered to have been a success, 
but considerable interest was shown in the vehicles on view, 
comprising as they did the productions of such well-known 
makers as Panhard, De Dion and Napier. The display of 
electric vehicles was confined to three concerns—Messrs. 
Haycraft & Sons, Limited, the Broadway, Deptford, the 
Imprimis Motor Car Company, 78, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., 
and the British Electromobile Company, Limited (late the 
British and Foreign Electric Vehicle Company, Limited) of 


4, Bloomsbury Place, W.C., the exhibit of the last-named 
concern being the most important. 

The two vehicles shown by Messrs. Haycraft call for no 
special remark at this time, they being on the Mackenzie- 
Riker system. The frames of the cars are of tubular con- 
struction. A single electric motor is used, this being carried 
forward of the rear axle and connected to it by spur gearing. 
The battery comprises a set of 40 accumulators, the capacity 
of which is stated to be sufficient for a run of 40 miles on 
one charge. The controller is adapted to give three forward 
and three reverse motions. 

Delivery vans appear to be the speciality of the Imprimis 
Company, who had on view two vehicles of this type. They 
are of German design and build, being constructed at the 
works of Herr Heinrich Scheele, of Cologne. The larger of 
the two vans shown is intended for a large laundry in Sussex, 
and is designed to carry loads of from 1 to 1} tons. Two 
electric motors are employed, these being supported behind 
the rear axle, the power being transmitted by pinions on the 
motor shafts to large spur wheels bolted to the hubs of the 
rear-road wheels, No information was available as to the 
type and number of accumulators forming the battery of this 
car. It is carried in a chest supported by springs from the 
frame, below the floor-boards of the van. The driver has 
three speeds forward, and two reverse at his command; the 
steering is actuated by a horizontal hand wheel, while ample 
brake power is provided. 

In the light delivery van a different arrangement 
is adopted. It is intended to carry a load of 1,500 lbs. 
in addition to the driver and attendant. A single electric 
motor is used in this саг; it is arranged at about the centre 
of the frame, and drives a differential countershaft by spur 
gear wheels, special duplicate chain gearing conveying the 
power to the rear-road wheels, The battery consists of 40 
accumulators, have a capacity sufficient torun the vehicle 
from 35 to 40 miles on one charge. As in the large van, 
the cells are carried in а box which is supported by springs 
to overcome any vibration set up when travelling over rough 
roads, The controller is adapted to give three forward 
speeds, ranging up to 12 miles per hour, and two reverse 
motions. Both volt and amperemeters are fitted' in the 
dashboard in front of the driver, while special attention has 
been paid to the question of brakes. 

The new vehicles of the British Electromobile Company, 
Limited, are extremely interesting, and comprise several new 
features, as a result of the experience gained with the 
* Powerful " car, whose exploits in the way of long runs last 
year have been referred to in these columns. Of the new 
type two cars were shown, one a four-seated dos-à-dos and 
the other a double phaeton with the rear seat slightly 
raised. The frames are of channel steel construction. Two 
electric motors are employed to drive the car, these being 
spring-suspended on the fixed rear axle, one at each end, 
pinions on the motor spindles meshing with large spur 
wheels connected to each of the rear road wheels, the power 
of the motors being thus conveyed to the wheels by a single 
reduction. To the top of the motors, x (fig. 1), spiral 
springs, A, are fixed, these springs bearing on the brackets, 5, 
and so taking up any thrust of the motors. The spur gearing 
is entirely enclosed in dust-proof oil-containing cases, T. 

Passing now to the accumulators, the British Electro- 
mobile Company, after many experiments, have adopted the 
Leitner, the battery consisting of 42 cells placed in compart- 
ments in the body ofthe car. These receptacles are provided 
with hinged tops, so that the cells can be quickly inspected 
or removed. The battery, which is adapted to be charged 
from mains giving a pressure of 110 volts and upwards, has 
a capacity, in the 8-H.P. car, sufficient for а run of 60 miles 
at an average speed of 12 miles per hour, on one charge. 
Mr. Chambers, of this company, has gone very thoroughly 
into the question of the recharging of automobile batteries. 
Not only has his company prepared a list of places through- 
out the United Kingdom where they may be recharged, but 
for clients in the London district, they have arranged to 
enter into contracts to recharge as often as desired, and 
maintain accumulators at an inclusive rate per year. 

An interesting detail of the new cars is the controller с, 
which is now quite separate from the steering pillar, and set 
at a slight angle, so as to be within convenient reach of the 
driver. It consists of a revolving cylinder, enclosed in a 
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water-tight aluminium case, the cylinder carrying a number 
of contact blocks, on which press a row of stationary con- 
tact fingers. As the handle of the controller is turned, 
various electrica] combinations are produced, with the fol- 
lowing eight effecta :— 


2. Second speed forward. 


R. Reverse speed. | 

B. Electric brake. | 3. Third е 
8. Stop. | 4. Fourth з 
1. First speed forward. 5. Fifth ч 


Each position of the handle із at an angle of 45° with the 
next, and a.simple mechanism renders it impossible to make 
an imperfect contact by leaving the handle in ah inter- 
mediate position. The controller is adapted to be operated 
by the left hand of the driver, thus leaving the right hand 
free to control the inclined steering wheel. The connections 
for the recuperation of the battery are entirely outside the 
main . controller, and are obtained by means of two 
pedals. NE 

The vehicles are each equipped with three brakes—the 
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Fic. 2.—CoMPLETE ELECTRIC TONNEAU OF THE BRITISH ELECTROMOBILE COMPANY. Т 


emergency electric brake applied through the controller, the 
medium electric brake due to recuperation, and pedal- 
operated band brakes on drums on the hubs of the rear 
road wheels. These latter brakes act equally well, be 
the car travelling in a forward or backward direction, 
and when put in action the electrical circuit is automatically 
broken. 7 : 

The road wheels are of the artillery type, and are usually 
shod with solid rubber tires, the company finding these more 
reliable than pneumatics, which, however, they will fit if 
desired. Altogether the new vehicles mark a step forward 
in electrical carriage design, the bodies of light construction 
reminding one very much of those found on modern petrol 
motor-car& The company had also an electric brougham 
of the Lohner-Porsche type on view, the feature of this car 
being that the electric motors are located inside the front 


road wheels, the armatures being fastened to the hubs and the 


stationary fields to the axle. 


. REVIEWS. 


The Engineering Inder, 1896—1900. Edited by Н. Н. 
SUPPLEE, B.Sc. London and New York : The Engineering 
Magazine, 1901. Mm | | 
This weighty volume is a re-edition of the very excellent 

index of engineering literature which appears monthly in the 

Engineering Magazine. . We do not know to what extent, if 

at all, the original index has been cut down. Probably the 

editor, than whom few аге better fitted to carry out such a 

work as this, has exercised his jadgment in deleting refer- 

ences to subjects which, though at the time they may have 
contained promise of success, have since disappeared from the 
realm of practical everyday problems. Suffice it to say that 
the five years’ index as it now appears is a very good pro- 
duction. By its aid a full list of many of the more 
important articles on any given subject may be got out, and 
the original article obtained in the back numbers or referred 
toin somelibrary. Such an index is invaluable to the man 
| who wishes to know what has been 
done in any special subject in which 

he may be interested. . 

As a few samples of the book, we 
find no fewer than 20 articles indexed 
on mechanical draught. There are 45 
references to the use of blast-furnace 
gas for power purposes, and nearly 60 
on liquid air. 

Under water - tube boilers, we see 
no reference to the Belleville boiler, 
by which we conclude that the editor 
considers it unworthy of further con- 
sideration, Again, there are 16 pages 
with references to electric tramways and 
allied subjects. We can cordially re- 


any subject of engineering practice. 
If anything worth reading on it has 
been written, it will probably have been 
tabulated in this excellent index. 


High-Speed Engines. By W. Norris 
and BEN Monmcaw. 2nd edition, 
London: P. S. King & Son. 1902. 


This second edition appears to be 
the first edition with additional sections 
descriptive of the high-speed engines 
at Paris, 1900, and Glasgow, 1902. 
These are well represented, though we 
hardly think the Borsig engine of 
9,500 H.P. comes strictly within the 
scope of the title. 

A peculiar engine is the Mertz, a 
double piston engine with cylinders 
placed tandem fashion having oppositely- 
moving pistons with one tubular piston 
rod and two cranks for the outer piston 

rod. А nearly perfect balance is, there- 
fore, attained, especially as regards 
rocking on the longitudinal axis of 

the engine. We are pleased also to find the Sisson 
engine described and illustrated. In this engine a small 
rocking moment is secured by placing the high and low 
cylinders nearer together than their joint radius by raising 
the high-pressure cylinder sufficiently high to permit the low- 
pressure cylinder cover to be removed. The two lines of 
parts are made to balance, the valves are of piston type with 
air buffer, there is splash lubrication with self-adjusting ends 


to the connecting rod, and, finally, there is a large and light ' 
door, perfectly oil tight and instantly movable, affording easy 


access to the interior. 
The governor is very powerful, and from no load to full 
load and vice versa suddenly applied, less than 2 per cent 
variation of speed momentarily resulted for 600 amperes on 
an engine 11 in. and 20 in. x 11 in. at 350 r.p.m. For 
1,100 amperes the variation was less than 3 per cent, In 
every case the settled change was only 5 revolutions. 

There must be some 50 or 60 engines herein described, 


commend the volume to the student of 
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апа by far the greater number are English. One marvels 
wv here they can all be used, and where the market is found 
for so many. ‚ 

The book gives an excellent idea of the form and principle 
Of most of those it describes, and the illustrations are good 
——many of them being very specially good. Anyone who 
wishes to find in condensed form the present status of the 
high speed engine should secure this book. | | 


NOTES. 


(Continued from page 342.) 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow Local 
Section).—The first annual dinner of this branch of the Institu- 
tion was held at the Windsor Hotel, Glasgow, on Tuesday, 
February 18th, under the chairmanship of Prof. Magnus Maclean, 
the croupiers being Mr. Henry A. Mavor, vice-chairman of the 
Section, and Mr. W. A. Chamen, electrical engineer to the Glasgow 
Corporation. Covers were laid for a little over 100 guests, and 
among those who sat down were the Lord Provost of Glasgow, 
Prof. Archibald Barr, President of the Royal Philosophical Society, 
and Bailie Maclay, convener of the Glasgow Corporation Electricity 
Committee. | 

Bailie W. Maclay, convener of the Glasgow Corporation Elec- 
tricity Committee, proposed the toast of The Imperial Forces,” 
and this was replied to by Colonel Archibald Denny. Mr. H. A. 
Mavor proposed The Lord Provost and Corporation of Glasgow.“ 
He said that their Corporation had, above all, recognised electrical 
engineering as a force and factor in the development of their civili- 
sation. They bad swept from the streets the dirty old tramcars 
with their mules and horses, and they had given them in their stead 
what might be described as fairy illuminated palaces, flying along 
at any speed up to 30 miles an hour. They had recognised the 
electrical engineer to the extent of spending three millions of money 
in acquiring his products. He could remember when there were 
only three electrical engineers in Glasgow ; now there was one on 
the front of every tramcar! He would remind them, however, that 
the electrical industry was only just beginning in' Glasgow, and in 
that connection he would like to bring one point to the notice of 
the Corporation. They must not sit down satisfied thinking that 
they were supplying electrical епегсу as cheaply as it was done 
elsewhere. It was a hobby of his that if the Glasgow Corporation 
wouid supply the energy for lighting and traction as a complete 
scheme instead of under two separate departments as at present, the 
price of electrical energy could be greatly reduced. It was not fair 
that the user of power should be forced to take bis supply from the 
dearest station. 

The Lord Provost replied in suitable terms, and in the course of 
his speech he said that he rejoiced to think that in the various 
departments of the Corporation in which they used electric energy 
they had achieved no inconsiderable success. He looked forward 
to greater success in the future, and he invited the hearty collabora- 
tion of all electrical engineers in developing this force, and so make 
the city of Glasgow a centre from which should go forth all over 
the country the products of their genius and their success. 

Prof. Archibald Barr proposed the “Institution of Electrical 
Engineers." 

Mr. R. Kaye Gray, of the parent section of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers, in the absence of Mr. W. E. Langdon, President, 
and Mr. W. G. McMillan, secretary of the I. E. E., London, 
replied to the toast by Prof. Barr, and also proposed the toast of 
„The Glasgow Local Section.” 

. Prof. Magnus Maclean replied on behalf of the local section. 

During the evening an interesting programme of songs and 
recitations was gone through. 


Salphuric Acid.—Messrs. F. W. Berk & Co., Limited, 
of 1, Fenchurch Avenue, E.C., are supplying a specially prepared 
diluted sulphuric acid for use in accumulators. It is made from 
best Sicilian brimstone and distilled water, and is claimed to be 
specially pure for this purpose. 


Professional Etiquette.— The extracts which we re- 
produce below ‘are from a printed form issued by two municipal 
authorities which recently jointly advertised for electrical 
engineers. 

"In preparing applications, engineers are requested to include 
for the following work :— 

“ 1. To advise as to the possibility of the B.O.T. sanctioning the 
erection and equipment of a joint generating station fur both dis- 
tricts, secing that each Council has obtained a separate provisional 
order, and that in neither of such orders is there a power of transfer; 
also, if the consent of the B.O.T. can be obtained, what decided 
. advantage would be derived therefrom ? 

“2. The preparation of the requisite plans, specifications, esti- 
mates, and particulars for obtaining the necessary borrowing powers, 
the consents of the B.O.T. or other authorities, and the conductiug 
of such necessary negotiations, &c., in connection therewith, as are 
usually conducted by engineers, 
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“3. The designing of the generating station, and the electrical 
equipment of both the electric lighting and the tramway system ; 
also the superintendence thereof. 

“4, The preparation of the necessary working drawings, surveys, 
and detail plans, and the superintendence of the construction of: 
the tramway track, iucluding the bonding, paving, and making 

ood. | 
d The Councils will be glad to have the terms set forth under the 
following heads:— 

* (а) For preparation of plans, specifications, estimates, &c., as per 
Clauses 1, 2, and 3. 

" (b) For the preparation of detailed plans, and the superinten- 
dence of the construction of the permanent way, as per Clause 4. 

"Please state also what allowance would be made from your 
terms :— 

“ (с) In the event of an architect being employed by the Council 
to design and superintend the erection of building for generating 
Station (exclusive of elcctrical equipment). 

„) In the event of the construction of the permanent way, 
including laying of rails, paving, and bonding being done by the 


. Council's men, or contractors, under the superintendence of their 


respective surveyors, or other officers whom the Council might 
appoint for that purpose. 

“ Applicants are requested to state their previous experience and 
qualifications in regard to both electric lighting and tramway work, 
together with any other details which they may consider likely to 
further their application, and to set forth therein the duties they 
would undertake to perform for the fees or commission required by 
them. 

„Applications should be delivered to the undersigned, sealed 
and endorsed on cover 'Tramway and Electrica] Engineer, on or 
before," &c. | : | 

In filling up this extraordinary form, the engincer is to assess the 
value of his services in various capacities, and to schedule his 
respective prices and deductions, as though he were a contractor 
offering himself for sale, ora butcher preparing a carcase for market ! 
Competition is a good thing, no doubt; but who in the world would 
dream of advertising for a solicitor or a consulting physician ? 
self-respecting consulting engineer, with the slightest regard for 
professional etiquette, could be expected to reply to such an invi 
tation. Our chief regret is that the past conduct of certain 
" professional gentlemen” should have been such as to render 


tbis condition of affairs possible. 


Ld 


Mr. Duddell at the Royal Institution.—The Friday 
evening discourse at the Royal Institution last week was given by 
Mr. W. Duddell, whose subject was Musical and Talking Electric 
Arcs." The Duke of Northumberland was in the chair, and among 
those present were Lord Kelvin and Lord Rayleigh. The Times 
report states that in dealing first with talking arcs, the lecturer 


‘showed how the vapour column of the arc varied in size with varia- 


tions in the current which produced it, and was sensitive to both 
very small and very frequent variations. Hence when the current 
from an ordinary microphone transmitter was added to the current 
maintaining the arc, the vapour column of the latter changed its 
size in correspondence with the changes in the telephonic current, 
minute though they were, and set up sound' waves in tae sur- 
rounding air, which gave reproductions of the sounds spoken into the 
transmitter. Thus the arc acted as a receiver, and, as the lecturer 
demonstrated to the audience, reproduced sounds spoken into the 
transmitter of a telephone in a distant part of the building. More- 
over, the light given by the arc varied under the influence of such 
a telephonic current, and this fact could also be used to transmit 
sounds. The light of the arc was made to fall upon a selenium 
cell, which was included in another telephonic circuit. Selenium 
being a substance the clectrical conductivity of which varied with 
the intensity of the light energy to which it was exposed, the 
variations in the light of the arc, though imperceptible to the eye, 
produced variations in the current passing through the second tele- 
phone, which thus repeated the sounds spoken into the first tele- 
phone, though there was nothing to connect the two except the 
beam of light proceeding from the arc. A permanent record of the 
sounds could be obtained, as Runge suggested, by passing a sensi- 
tive film through the beam of the talking arc, and then, having 
developed it, drawing it over a selenium cell with a strong light 
behind it; а telephone connected with the cell would then repro- 
duce the original sounds. In the second part of the lecture Mr. 
Duddell showed how an alternating current could be derived from 
any direct-current arc, without the use of an alternator, simply by 
connecting a self-inductive circuit containing a condenser as a shunt 
round the arc. The only precautions to be observed were that the 
resistance of this circuit must be kept below a certain limit and 
that solid carbons must be used in the arc. In these circumstances 
the arc gave а musical note, the pitch of which depended on the 
frequency of the alternating current in the shunt circuit. This 
frequency could be altered either by varying the capacity of the 
condenser or the self-induction, and the variations required to get а 
given note were a matter of mathematical calculation. Mr. Duddell 
showed a small keyboard which in this way was made to give two 
complete octaves of the musical scale. He pointed out that the 
alternating current obtained in this simple manner from a direct 
current could be used to exhibit all the phenomena of high- 
frequency currents, and &mong other experimenis he employed it, 
after transforming it up twice by ordinary methods, to give the 
Te-la discharge. 


Society of Engineers.—Qn March 3rd a paper will be 
read by Mr. В. Н. Thwaite, C.E., on ‘ British v. American Patent 
Law Practice and Engineering Invention," 
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Long Automobile Run.—An American journal, Science 
and Industry, reports that at Chicago an automobile bas run a 
distance of 1874 miles on one charge of its storage batteries. We 


are not told the weight of the vehicle or of the batteries, but are 


thankful for the odd half-mile and for the truthfulness that would 
not allow the run to be rounded up to 188 miles. Accuracy in such 
statements is always welcome. 


Electric Omnibus.—It is announced that Messrs. 
C. A. Zadig & Co. have entered into an arrangement with the 
London Road Car Company, Limited, to introduce an electric 
omnibus to carry 26 passengers. It is expected to be ready in three 
or four months. - 


Correction.—In our last issue in our Official Notices,” 
а printer’s error made us вау that the salary offered by the Cape 
Town Corporation for an electrical engineer was £350 per annum. 
This should, of course, read £650, as we stated in our “Notes,” 
page 308. 


Scottish Electrical Contractors’ Association,—The 
second annual general meeting was held at the secretary’s office, 
168, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, on Monday evening, February 
24th. The chairman, Mr. Wright, reviewed the work of the 
General Committee for the past year. He stated that the rules 
for workmen had been accepted by the men’s union for one year. 
The Committee had had a meeting with representatives of the 
manufacturers, and a farther meeting was to be held shortly. The 
Association is in a very satisfactory condition, and good is already 
being done. The following are the committee and office bearers 
for thé ensuing year, viz.:—President, Mr. Thos. Wright; vice- 


president, Mr. Wm. McWhirter ; secretary and treasurer, Mr. J. M. 


Davies, jun, C.A.; members of Committee, Messrs. Munro, 
мерае Chalmers, King, Richardson, McAulay, Martin, and 
aspie. 


Electric Motors for Post Office Work.—It is reported 
in Liverpool that electric motor vans are to be substituted for the 
horse vans which have been used for some time past for a night 
postal service between Liverpool and Manchester. The Govern- 
ment, it is said, have entered into a contract with Messra. G. F. 
Milnes & Co., of Hadley, Shropshire, for a supply of electric motor 
vans for such postal work. The dimensions of the cars are given 
as 16 ft. 11 in. long and 6 ft. 34 in. wide, with a wheel gauge from 
centre to centre of the wheel tire of 5 ft. 11 in. The cars will, it 
is said, be able to carry a load of 1 ton. 


Progress at Bristol.—On Wednesday last week the 
new electricity works of the Bristol Corporation at Avonbank were 
formally inaugurated. The present instalment of plant comprises 
four Babcock boilers, two 745-&w. Willans-Siemens steam alter- 
nators, and two 165-Kw. steam dynamos, the latter being intended 
to supply power for use in the works. Condensing plant has been 
provided by Messrs. W. H. Allen, Son & Со, and the switch-gear is 
of the Ferranti type. Three trunk mains to Temple Back station 
have been laid by Messrs. Siemens Bros. The scheme for exten- 
sions, which provides for almost indefinite expansion in the future, 
was drawn up by the city electrical engineer, Mr. H. Faraday 
Proctor. i 


Appointments Vacant.—A working engineer is wanted | 
for the Islington new infirmary; clerk of works in the Lancaster 


Tramways department; assistant engineer for the Whitby elec- 

tricity department (£100). | 
Rubber Gloves.—Referring to a note in our last issue, 

we understand that the Silvertown Company have made a practice 


of testing their rubber gloves up to 5,000 volts for the last two 
years, the pressure being derived from a transformer. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Am arrangement has been arrived at between the Electricity 


and Tramways Committees of the Southampton Corporation, 
whereby Mr. H. F. Street is appointed tramways engineer, having 
er.tire charge of the motors and electrical equipment of the cars as 
well as the overhead work. The Tramways Committee will pay 
£150 to the Electricity Committee for his services. Mr. (ко. 
SIMPSON, as traftic manager, will have complete control and manage- 
ment of the traffic of both horse and electric cars. | 

Мт. W. H. BInD has been appointed to the post of improver at 
the Walsall Electricity Works. : 

The Town Council of Bridlington has appointed Mr. Lomas elec- 
trical engineer to the Corporation. 

The T.C. of Wrexham has raised the salary of the electrica 
engineer, Mr. W. SILLEERVY, from £150 to £175. 

The Epsom U.D.C. are considering the appointment of a resident 
engineer on the near completion of their electrical works. Mr. 
ык who bas been clerk of the works, is being considered in this 
rcgard. 

On Wednesday, the 19th inst., at the Wallasey electric station, 
Mr. J. STARKEY, shift engincer, was presented with a handsome 
ornamental clock, suitably engraved, it being a wedding present 
given by the members of the staff of the gas, water and electricity 
departments; and Mr. P. S. Тномізом, mains engineer, who has 
been appointed as assistant mains engineer at Manchester, was pre- 
vented with a portmanteau and dressing case, as a token of the 
respect. and esteem in which he was held by the members of the 


` 


staff. Mr. Starkey has been appointed to the post vacated by Mr. 
Thompson. 

Mr. A. E. WILsox, the assistant electrical engineer on the Soutbend 
tramways scheme, having resigned, it was decided to engage an 
engineer to fill his place at a salary of £130 per annum, rising. by 
annual increments of £10 to £200 por annum. 

Mr. CHARLES FURNESS, who was borough electrical engineer at 
Devonport, has been appointed to asimilar position at Blackpool, 
at а salary of £520 per annum. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Kent Electric Power Syndicate, Limited (72,742).—This 


company was registered on February llth, with a capital of £10,080 in 100 
ordinary shares of £100 each, and 600 deferred shares of 15. each, to carry on the 
business of an electric power supply company in all its branches in the County 
of Kent and elsewhere, to adopt an agreement with T. N. A. Grove, andto act as 
electricians, metallurgical and mechanical engineers, &c. The first seven sub- 
scribers are:—Lord Avebury, 1 ordinary and 2 deferred shares; E. Sisterton, 
26, Side, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 8 ordinary and 6 deferred shares; D. Fox, Marl. 
borough House, Dewsbury, J.P., 1 ordinary and 2 deferred shares; В. L. A. 
Crosbie, 53, Victoria Street, 8.W., consulting engineer, 40 deferred shares; 
F. A. Styant, 22, High Street, Cheltenham, solicitor, 40 deferred shares; 
N. P. W. Brady, 7, St. Helen’s Place, E.C., solicitor, 4 ordinary and 48 deferred 
shares; and F. Faithfull Begg, Bartholomew House, Bartholomew Lane, E.C., 
stockbroker, 1 ordinary sbare. No initial public issue. The number of direc- 
tors is not to beless than three nor more than 11; the subscribers are to appoint 
the first; qualification, 1 ordinary or 50 deferred shares. Registered office, 7, 
St. Helen’s Place, Е.С. 


Greville Electric Inventions, Limited (72,837). — This 


company was registered on February 19th, with a capital of £25,000 in £1 shares, 
to acquire the British patents in respect of the electrical inventions of A. E. 
Greville, as specified in an agreement with the said vendor, to acquire the 
business carried on at 46, Farringdon Street, E.C., as Тһе Greville Engineer- 
ing Works," and at 4, Holborn Bars, E.C., as The Greville Electric Inven- 
tions," and to carry on the business of electricians, marine and mechanical 
engineers, suppliers of electricity, cycle and motor car manufacturers, &c. The 
first subscribers (each with one share) are:--A. E. Greville, Silverthorne, 
Willesden Lane, N.W., solicitor; H. E. Greville, 28, Rutland Park, Willesden 
Green, N.W., solicitor ; Mrs. J. Greville, Silverthorne, Willesden Lane, N.W.; 
Miss. G. A. Greville, 28, Rutland Park, Willesden Green, N.W.; W. A. Greville, 
Silverthorne, Willesden Green, N.W., electrical engineer; H. J. Gartick, 70, 
Balderton Buildings, Grosvenor Square, W., clerk; and Miss С. A. Greville 
Silverthorne, Willesden Green. vo initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than two nor more than five; the first are A. E. 
Greville and W. A. Greville; qualification (except first directors), £200; тето. 
neration as fixed by the company. Registered office, 4, Holborn Bars, Е.С. 


. CITY NOTES. 


Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 
Corporation, 


THE annual meeting of the shareholders of this company was held 
on Wednesday at the Savoy Hotel, Victoria Embankment, Mr. W. F. 
Fladgate presiding. ' | 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said he 
would first like to refer to the paragraph relating to the net earnings 


- in the West-end. They were stated to have been £46,900, but that 


amount included £3,485 brought into the revenue account from the 
previous year, so that the actual net earnings had been £43,414. 
There were two or three matters in the report and accounts to 
which he would like to call the attention of the shareholders. It 
was & great pleasure to be able to say that their progress in the 
West-end districts still continued. The additional lampe 
which had been connected with the company during the past 
year amounted to no less than 27,906, and that was in a 
district in which there was competition in all parte. That 
satisfactory result showed that the company still possessed con- 
siderable vitality, and that there was still an increasing demand for 
electricity in the districts which they had served now for many 
years. St. Martin’s, which was their old original district, had given 
them an increase of 10,159 lamps, which was exceedingly satis- 
factory. The Strand had given them an increase of 15,227, and, St. 
Giles's and Holborn, which were comparatively small districts, had 
given them a fair increase. The great value, however, of those dis- 
tricts lay in the fact that they made the company’s area self- 
contained, as without them there would be a considerable gap 
between the Strand and the City. The increase in the sales of light 


had amounted to 31 per cent. over the sales of 1900, which he 


thought was highly satisfactory. The supply of motive power was 
receiving the careful consideration of the directors, and they hoped 
that in the future that would be a source of increased benefit to 
the company. It had increased last year, for whereas in 1900 they 
were supplying horse-power to the extent of 927, in 1901 last year 
it bad increased to 1,225; an increase of nearly 32 per cent., 
which was very satisfactory. That was only in the West-end district. 
Passing to the revenue account, he said they showed an elasticity 
and an increase which he thought was wholly satisfactory. The 
revenue had amounted to £99,715, as against £85,662 last year, or 
an increase of 16 per cent. He would hke to call their special 
attention to the item for coals. It had more than once been pointed 
out that the consumpcion of coals by their company had not been 
quite as satisfactory as they could wish, and the year before last 
they had to contend with high prices and the difficulty of getting 
good coal. He was glad to say that this year there had been a con - 
siderable decrease in the price, and also owing to economies which 
had been devised and carried out by their engineer, the decrease in 
consumption had been very great, and alongside with that there had 
been а large increase in the light sold. 1n 1900 they sold 5 million 
units, in 1891 they sold 64 million units. They would naturally 
have thought that that would have meant an increased coal con- 
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sumption, but actually there had been & decreased consump- 
tion of 459 tons, which meant a saving in money of £8,864. 


During the year no less than £6,894 had been spent out of. 


revenue in keeping the plant and machinery in proper 
order, and in addition £9,000 had been carried to the 
depreciation account. After providing for the interest on deben- 
tures and loans, and the interest on the deferred shares, there was 
a satisfactory increase in the balance of profit, which stood at 
£32,165 as against £21,444 in 1900, being an increase of no less 
than 50 per cent. Under those circumstances he did not think 
they need hesitate in recommending a dividend of 10 per cent, 
which would leave £10,650 to be carried forward, being £7,000 
more than they carried forward the previous year. As tothe reserve 
accounts, they now amounted to no less than £90,000, and if they 
incladed the share premium account, they would amount to 
£157,000, which, he thought, was a sufficient sum for them to have 
as reserve accounts, and which were a source of very great stability 
to the company. The sum lent to the Charing Cross and City Com- 
pany, £271,148, was an advance which they might consider as abso- 
Tutely fully and satisfactorily secured, for the reason that it was 
being spent on plant, which, when put down, became the 
property of their company. Не had great pleasure in 
congratulating the shareholders on the rate of the progress 
that had been made in the City. At the beginning of 
the year they were in connection with 3,427 lamps, 
at the end they found themselves connected with 51,836; which 
gave them a revenue of £9,614. They could not expect at the 

inning of the business that they could start the revenue account 
of the undertaking without some slight loss, but only £766 had to be 
carried forward to the debit of that account. He thought they 
would agree that those results were very satisfactory. With 
regard to the works, the station at Bow was for all practical 
purposes complete, and there was still a very considerable space 
there which would enable them if necessary to double the capacity 
of that station. Machinery was there installed sufficient to supply 
225,000 lamps. The trunk mains from that station to the 
city were laid, and were now in progress of being 
tested. He hoped it would not be long before they 
would be able to use those mains, and then they would be in 
а position to supply from their sub- stations 225, 000 lamps 
through their distributing stations at Ludgate Hill, Cannon Street 
and Fenchurch Street. The mains which were to be laid in the City 
were already completed in 76 out of the 126 compulsory 
streets in their area, and in addition they had laid mains in 50 non- 
compulsory streets, so they might say that not only had they made 
a good beginning, but that they had made considerable progress 
with the work which had to be done there. They had done an 
enormous amount of work during the last year and a quarter. They 
did not get their Bill until the session of 1900, and since then no 


less than 114 Miles of mains had been laid, against the 164 miles 


lsid in their West-end districts during the past nine years Ав 
showing the satisfactory progress which had been made in the City, 
he might tell them that ittook nearly five years in the West-end 
to get the same number of lamps they were now supplying ia the 
City. They had got sufficient area in all their three sub-stations to 
hold plant and machinery for a very much larger quantity of light 
than they were supplying at the present moment, and he did not 
think they would require more sub-stations, although they might 
want additional machinery. He was not given to prophesying, but 
he firmly believed that in the course of the current year they would 
be supplying no less than 150,000 lamps in the City, as fresh con- 
tracts were coming in daily. As to competition in the City, he had 
not the slightest hesitation in saying that there was ample room for 
both companies to supply at a fair price, but they must not expect 
to get the high prioe obtained by the City Company. In conclu- 
sion, the chairman gave figures showing the progress which the 
company had made during the last 10 years, and said that their 
future prospects were altogether good. Starting witha dividend of 


5 per cent, they had now attained the 10 per cent. promised in the 


original prospectus, and they were thoroughly satisfied with the 
results of their expedition into the City. 

Mr. Јонх M. Garri seconded the motion, and the report was 
adopted. ` 


Westminster Electric Supply Corporation. 


Logp SUFFIELD, K.C.B., chairman, presided on Wednesday at the 
offices, Eccleston Place, over the ordinary general meeting of the 
shareholders of the Westminster Electric Supply Corporation. 

In moving the adoption of the report and accounts for the past 
year, the CHAIRMAN said: I have much pleasure in stating that the 
business of the corporation continues to advance in a very satisfac- 
tory manner. The number of lamps, calculated in 8-c.P., added 
during the 12 months ending December 31st last, taking into 
account the public lighting, were 63,873, which, as stated in the 
report, ia the largest number connected in any one year since the 
oorporation commenced business. Unfortunately, two very con- 
siderable items in the revenue expenditure, over which your 
directors have no control show a very large increase. I refer to 
rates and taxes and coal. Under the recent quinquennial valua- 
tion, the former account shows an increase for the year of no less a 
sum than £4,150. At our last ordinary general meeting it was 
stated that we hoped that there would be a considerable reduction 


in the price of coal, but I regret to say that that hope has not. 


been fulfilled. On the contrary, the price of Welsh steam coal 
steadily rose, and it was not until July last that we were able to 
‘obtain more satisfactory prices. Until July we were forced to pay 
the highest price for coal that we have ever paid, but after that 


` 


time, Ly taking every advantage of the market, and only making 
contracts for short periods, we were able, to a certain extent, to 
equalise prices. Even then there has been a net increase in our 
expenditure on coal of over £3,000. Proprietors will, no doubt, 


bear in mind that, working as the company does in the West-end of 


London, it is absolutely necessary that we should use only the best 
quality of steam coal to prevent smoke and other nuisance. Рто- 
prietors will understand that when we tell them we have been on 
several occasions fined, and, therefore, it is important that we 
should use the best coal. Taking these circumstances into con- 
sideration, I feel that your board can congratulate the shareholders 
of the company on the rate of dividend having been maintained. 
As you will have seen from the report, the public lighting of our 
district has advanced very satisfactorily, and, I think I may fairly 
say, that the lighting ofthat part of the city of Westminster which 
we have undertaken, compares very favourably with that of any 
other London district. We hope that the trunk mains that have 
been laid to connect the Westminster Company's stations with the 
Central Company's station at St. John's Wood will be carrying 
energy for the requirements of the ensuing winter. Meanwhile 
some of the high-tension plant which has been running already at 
Eccleston Place station, has done, and is doing, most important ser- 
vice in maintaining oursupply. The recent issue of cumulative 
preference shares, with the exception of a very small sur- 
plus, was taken up by the shareholders. The board 
regret that there was so small a balance left that they were unable . 
to allot any further shares to those proprietors who had applied for 
an extra number should there be any surplus. The extra applica- 
tions exceeded 35,000 shares, whereas the whole issue was only 
30,000. Ido not think that there are any other matters to which I 
should refer, but we shall be pleased to ‘answer any questions that 
may be asked. I therefore beg formally to move : " That the report 
and accounts for the past year be received and adopted.” 

Mr. Boutnois, M.P., seconded the motion. , 

Mr. REED asked for further details with regard to the item for 
sundries. He noticed that it stood at the sum of £12,000, as com- 
pared with £5,000 in the previous accounts. 

The SEcBETARY said the items were made up as follows:— 
By depreciation of mains, £10,927 68.; meters and instruments, 


. £3 19s. 9d. ; and plant, £1,201 9s. 3d. 


Tne report was then adopted. | | 

The СнлївмАх moved that a dividend be declared for the half- 
year at the rate of 11 per cent. per annum free of income-tax. 

This was seconded by Mr. HAvES FISHER, M.P., and carried. 

Lord KIXNAIRD moved the re-election of Capt. Bax as a director, 
and this was agreed to, as was a motion by Mr. WALLACE, K.C., for 
the re-election as a director of Mr. Browne Martin. 

Mr. босгріха, M.P., said the success of the corporation was 
undoubtedly due to the zeal and ability with which the directors 
and stati had carried on the business, It would be remembered that 
there were about 400 shares remaining from the last issue of ordinary 
shares, and this amount was too small to be distributed round 
amongst the shareholders. He moved that the shares be issued to 
the directors, officers and staff of the corporation. 

Mr. WIEDEMAN seconded the motion. 

Mr. REED: You mean at раг? 

Mr. GourpiNaG: That is my intention. 

The motion was carried, and the CHAIRMAN, in thanking the 
shareholders, said the staff worked well together under Prof. 


Kennedy and the other chiefs of departments, and it would be 


gratifying to them to have some recognition of their services. 


Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company, 


THE report of the directors for 1901, to be submitted to the meeting 
on the 4th prox., states that the accounts for the year show a net 
profit of £105,695, after charging the interest on the debentures. 
To this sum must be added £75,564 brought forward, making a total 
of £181,259. From this amount is deducted the interim dividend 
of 5 per cent. paid July 16tb, amounting to £22,410, leaving £158,849 
to be dealt with. Of this sum the directors propose to distribute a 
dividend of £1 4s. per share, together with a bonus of 12s. per share, 
absorbing £67,230, being at the rate of 15 per cent., and making, 
with the amount already paid, a total dividend and bonus for the 
year of £2 8s. per share, or 20 per cent., leaving £91,619 to be 
carried forward. The business of the company has been satisfactorily 
maintained during the year, and the factories at Wharf Road and 
Greenwich have been fully occupied in the manufacture of sub- 
marine telegraph cables and of insulated wire. The company’s 
steamships have been actively engaged in the laying of submarine 
cables and also on cable repairing operations. The directors have 
entered into a contract for the building of a cable steamer, which 
has been named the Colonia, This vessel was successfully launched 
on the 14th inst. The Colonia is about 7,700 tons register, and her 
cable gear, machinery and general arrangements are of the most 
recent designs, and include the latest appliances for facilitating the 
work on which she will beengaged. The directors propose to add a 
further sum of £20,000 to the pension fund established in 1899 for 
the benetit of the company’s staff. 


Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting 
Company. 


Tne directors’ report to be presented at the meeting to be held аё 
5, Great George Street, Westminster, on Wednesday, March 5th, at 
4 p.m., reads :— 
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“The directors submit to the shareholders a statement of the 


accounts of the company, together with a report of the position of 
the undertaking at the end of the year 1901. During the year the 
number of houses and shops connected with the system has 
increased from 2,324 on December 31st, 1900, to 2,605 on December 


31st, 1901, while the number of lamps calculated on the usual basis ` 


of 8 С.Р. has increased from 199,098 to 222,158. The renewal 
account now stands at £38,266 14s., being an increase of 
£292 3s. 8d. over the amount of the account at the end of the 
previous year. After providing for the amount placed to 
renewal account, and after paying the dividends on the 
6 per cent. first preference shares to June 30th, 1901, 
on the 5 per cent. second preference shares to September 30th, 1901, 
and an interim dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum on the 
ordinary shares for the first half of the year, the balance standing to 
the credit of the net revenue account for the year 1901 is £9,215 
58. 3d. Of the above sum £1,500 has been appropriated to the pay- 
ment of the first preference dividend to the end of the year, and 
£625 has to be set aside to meet the portion of the dividend on the 
second preference shares accrued to the same date. It is proposed 
to „рау out of the balance of £7,090 5s. 3d. a further dividend on the 
ordinary shares of 5 per cent. for the past half-year, making, with 
the interim dividend paid on August 8th, 10 per cent. for the year. 
This will leave a balance of £1,840 58. 3d. to be carried 
forward. The directors have the pleasure to report that the 
new generating station, which has been constructed in conjunction 
with the Notting Hill Electric Lighting Company, Limited, 
and which was available for a partial supply during the early 
part iof the year, has been constantly used during the past nine 
months. Since the supply from Wood Lane has been available by 
means of the transformer station at Albert Hall and by other trans- 
formers at Kensington Court, which have replaced some of the steam 
power at that station, the battery station at Queen’s Terrace Mews 
has been dismantled. . The first cost of the batteries and-plant, less 
amounts realised by tale, has been written off through the renewal 
account. The freehold of the property in Brompton Road 
previously held under leases has been acquired; the cost of the 
leases is written off from the sinking fund for leasehold property. 
It is with deepest regret the directors have to formally announce 
the death of Mr. Granville Ryder, who, from its formation, until his 
retirement in the Spring of 1901, had been chairman of the 
company, and they further have to announce with equal regret, 
the death of Mr. A. S. Bolton, who had been а director 
of the company from its foundation. They have filled the 
vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Ryder, by the election of 
Mr. G. H. Hopkinson, who had been previously on the board, and 
of whose services his colleagues entertained & high appreciation ; 
they now recommend the confirmation of their choice by his re- 
election at this meeting. With respect to the vacancy caused by 
the death of Mr. Bolton, Colonel R. E. Crompton, C.B., who bas 
resigned his position as advisory engineer, has been elected to a seat 
on the board, and the directors now recommend the confirmation of 
their choice by his re-election. The remaining directors are Sir 
Frederick Bramwell, Bart, F.R.S., who, on the retirement of Mr. 
Ryder, was appointed by his colleagues chairman of the company, 
Sir Charles Grant, K.C.S.L, and К. W. Wallace, Esq., К.С. Mr. 
Wallace retires under the articles of association, but is eligible and 
offers himself for re-election. The auditors, Messrs. Price, Water- 
house & Co., offer themselves for re-election." 


Northampton Electric Light Company. 


ALDERMAN Е. Н. THORNTON, who presided at the annual meeting 
on the 15th inst., referred to the large fall in the cost of coal, and 
the great economy effected by means of the water softener. These 


benefits had led to the increased dividend. £800 had been set 


aside for reserve, and this was the largest sum they had ever set 
aside for that purpose. The coal bill was £500 lower than in the 
previous year, and the sale of energy was £700 higher. The 
speaker proceeded to show that their efforts to encourage the 
demand for motive power wore meeting with success. The report 
was adopted. 


Western Telegraph Company.— The directors have 
declared au interim dividend of 3s. per share (6 per cent. per 
annum) for the quarter ended December 31st. The transfer books 
will be closed from March 14th to 20th. 


Northwich Electric. Supply Company. 


In their fourth annual report the directors of the company state 
that the number of consumers has increased to 292, compared with 
246 in the previous year. The motors added in November at the 
works on the Weaver were giving great satisfaction, and would be a 
source of considerable profit. Another large motor was being 
installed at the leading shipbuilding yard. Owing to the increased 
demand for electricity, both for light and power, the directors con- 
sidered it necessary to further extend the works and put down 
additional plant, and for this purpose they proposed to issue £5,000 
of further shares, out of the £10,000 still unissued. After making 
all payments, and carrying sums to depreciation and reserve 
accounts, а net profit for the year of £690 4s. 1d. remained. 
With £92 8s. 11d. brought forward from last year, there was £782 
138. available for distribution. From this the directors recom- 
mended the payment of a dividend at the rate of 44 per cent. 
per annum. This would absorb £675, leaving £107 13s. to be 
carried forward, 


The annual meeting of this company was held on Monday 
under the presidency of Mr. T. Ward. The chairman said 
that gradual progress was maintained, and that the number 
of lamps in use was !now 12,510 8-c.P. as compared with 


607 in the first year of the company’s existence. The installation 


of motors had been a feature during the year, and the CHAIRMAN, 
in moving the adoption of the report, commented upon the fact 
that Northwich possessed the first two electrical swing bridges in 
the kingdom, and that the Weaver Navigation had recently com- 
menced to work the whole of their machinery by electrical power. 
It was found necessary to extend the works, and £5,000 further 
share were to be issued. After writing off £30 from preliminary 
expenses, and £43 off free wiring account, and setting aside £350 
for depreciation, making with the £305 previously set aside a 
reserve fund of £655, the net profit for the year was £690. 
The directors recommended the payment of a dividend of 44 per 
cent., which would absorb £675, and the carrying forward of 
£107. 

The balance sheet was adopted, and Mr. W. M. BECKETT, in reply 
to questions and criticism as to the expenses, said as compared with 
the previous year, the income had increased 27 per cent., and the 
total expenses had only increased 18 per cent., while the works 
expenses had only increased 154 per cent. The total expenses of 
the company amounted to 2:62d. perunit, which waé very much 
lower than any other company in England. The average allowance 
for depreciation was 1} per cent., but they had allowed nearly 2 per 
cent, and in addition they were keeping up the plant in proper 
order by means of current expenditure on repairs. They beat any 
other company burning fuel in the kingdom. 

On the motion of Mr. Rayner,‘ seconded by Mr. Exam, it was 
decided to vote the sum of £100 to the directors in recognition of 
their five years' service during the existence of the company. 

Mr. T. Ward and Mr. Saner (engineer to the Weaver Navigation), 
were unanimously re-elected as directors. The latter, in reply, 
made an interesting speech. The company was, he said, not merely 
а pioneer company in that district, but was a pioneer company in 
the whole of the kingdom, for from first to ldst there was not an 
atom of steam used. "Throughout, they had adopted the Mond gas, 
which, although well known in the Northwich district, was 
practically unknown in the rest of the country. They had solved 
the problem of how to do without unsightly, smoky chimneys, and 
he recommended the consideration of this fact to the local 
authorities. | 
. The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the directors, and an 
intimation that in issuing fresh capital, preference would be given . 
to existing shareholders. . 


Edwards Air Pump Syndicate, Limited. 


Ма. С. W. MILNE presided at the meeting of this syndicate on 

21st inst., and in moving the adoption of the report, referred in 

some detail to the success which the pump had made during the 

year, especially among electrical engineers. The growth of the 

„„ was also referred to, and a 5 per cent. dividend 
eclared, 


Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company. 


THE fifth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of this 
company was held on Thursday of last week, at the offices, 18, 
Finch Lane, Cornhill, Sir Charles Evan-Smith, K.C.B., presiding. 
The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said that 
since they last met the chief event of the year had, of course, been 
the transmission of signals by wireless telegraphy at the company's 
station in Cornwall, to St. John's in Newfoundland, a distance of 
over 2,000 miles. That was an achievement which they might 
fairly state startled the civilised world. It marked an enormous 
stride forward in the development of the Marconi system, and it 
seemed calculated to effect suck drastic changes in international 
communication, that it naturally called yery wide-spread comment 
and criticism into existence. It was not unnatural that those 
interested in the cable companies should especially direct their 
attention tothe present alleged shortcomings of wireless telegraphy, 
and the board on their part had not failed to read with all the 
attention they deserved those criticisms. But while welcoming 
them, and, indecd, while welcoming criticisms from whatever 
quarter they might come, they were of opinion that the point of 
view from which to regard wireless telegraphy was that from which 
they endeavoured to supervise the operations of the company, viz., 
that it was a system which was day by day shedding its defects, 
and day by day steadily and surely progressing towards its perfect 
adaptation to mect all the wants of the community at large. The 
criticisms launched against the system fell chiefly under two heads 
—the low-speed of working, and the absence of any secrecy in com- 
munication, but those criticisms were naturally subject to the 
remark that the same genius that had overcome the initial difficulties 
of wireless telegraphy by sending messages over an intervening space 
of 2,000 miles, might with some confidence be relied upon to remove 
the defects alluded to, and on which such stress had been laid. Any 
hour or moment might bring forward fresh discoveries which 
would render hostile criticism of that sort nugatory and 
ineffective. The board considered that they had good reason for 
relying with perfect contidence on the genius and determination of 
Mr. Marconi to secure for the system each and all of the advantages 
of which he had more than once indicated the probabilities. They 
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believed that nothing could now withstand his ultimate and com- 
plete success in all directions. On many grounds the operations 
of the past year must be considered as satisfactory. They were 
convinced tbat the system might now be considered the standard 
one for use throughout the world. Numerous coast stations had 
been erected in Great Britain and at many stations throughout the 
universe, апа the agreement with the subsidiary undertaking—the 
Marconi International Marine Communication Company, Limited, 
would, in the courte of time, really render it imperative for the 
entire mercantile marine to use their instruments. Passengers of all 
nations would benefit iby the adoption of the system, to the ex- 
clusion of all other systems, for no other system could now become 
of any practical use to ships at sea. fo far as long-distance traffic 
was concerned, they feared rivalry from none, but at the same time 
they believed that tbere was ample room for profitable working, 
both by the cable conipanies and by their system, and that wireless 
telegraphy would result in new sources of revenue being opened up 
to the various cable companies. 

Mr. Mancont here addressed the shareholders as follows :—Among 


the notices that have recently appeared in the Press with regard to 


the progress of my system of wireless telegraphy, and in particular 
with regard to my latest tests over long distances, so much of a 
contradictory or distorted nature has bcen printed that I have 
thought that a concise and authoritative statement on the subject 
from myself might form a fitting part of the ordinary business of 
this meeting, at which I am very glad to be present. I shall first refer, 
if you will allow me, to my experiments in the transmission of 
wireless signals between England and Newfoundland. It is now 
nearly two years since, in consequence of improvements then 
recently introduced into my system, it was agreed that a trans- 
Atlantic experiment should be made by means of two large power 
stations, thouch at the same time I decided against any immediate 
disclosure of our determination, since I was not desirous of entering 
upon a discussion of the subject until I could satisfy myself by 
experiments that it could be accomplished. As you are all now 


aware, practical preparations to this end were initiated on both sides - 


of the Atlantic, and by the autumn of last year we had every reason 
to expect that we should be in a position to make the experiment 
under favourable conditions. An unfortunate accident to the masts 
at Cape Cod seemed likely to postpone the same for several 
- months, when I came to the conclusion that, whilst the necessary 
repairs there were being carried out I would use a purely tem- 
porary installation in Newfoundland for the purposeof trans-Atlantic 
experiment, from which I might, at any rate, be able to judge how 
far the arrangement of the station in Cornwall had been conducted on 
right lines. This experiment was, as you know, made last December, 
and it is a great pleasure to me to be able to inform you that it 
was successful. In view, however, of the action which the Anglo- 
American Telegraph Company saw fit to take at the time, and df 
the abundance of sites available elsewhere than in Newfoundland, 
it was thought undesirable to continue experiments which, especi- 
ally if we had attempted to carry out commercial work prior to the 
expiration of the Anglo-American monopoly in Newfoundland, 
seemed not unlikely to land us in litigation, but I am glad to add 
that arrangements have since been concluded under which they will 
be continued without loss of time, with stations both in Canada, 
where we have been met with the most generous encouragement on 
the part of the Government, and in the United States. To set at 
rest what I cannot help calling а somewhat ill-informed doubt 
which I am told has been expressed in some quarters, I may men- 
tion that my next series of tests will of course include the transmis- 
sion not only of aingle letter signals but of words also and messages. 
The letter S being the easiest signal in the Morse code to transmit, 
has been used by me in connection with my initial tests not only in 
this instance of signalling across the ocean, but always when I have 
been desirous of carrying out a first experiment over distances 
much greater {рап I had previously attempted. Over a year аро, 
when I succeeded in transmitting signals over a distance of 200 
miles—a distance which has since been brought well within the 
otüinary operation of my system—the letter S was also employed 
as a signal in the preliminary tests. As for the suggestion that 
I am perhaps capable of mistaking atmospheric “strays” 
for the signals which I had pre-arranged should be sent to 
tie at fixed intervals and in definite succession, I should 
consider myself very unfit to occupy my present position 
if my experience in the matter did not enable me to charac- 
terise it as ridiculous. I pass to another subjcct upon which 
there has appeared, of late, in the press, a great deal to which my 
last remark has equal application. I refer to the statement to 
which currency has reccntly been given among heated partisans of 
those cable interests, that have chosen to see in my work a menace 
to themselves, the statement, namely, that my system is without 
genuine commercial basis. It has also been asked why, since we 
are able to transmit signals over such a considerable distance as 
2,000 miles, we have no regular work in hand over such compara- 
tively short distances as that between England and Ireland? I will 
deal with the latter point first. The reply to it is, that my 
system is, in fact, available over such distances across sea as those 
named, and that the sole and simple reason why it is not in com- 
mercial use between England and Ireland, or parts of these countries, 
is to be found in the monopoly of telegraphic communication within 
the United Kingdom claimed by the British Post Oflice. This 
monopoly, however, not extending to telegraphy with places out- 
side the three-mile limit, there is nothing to prevent our under- 
taking commercial work with ships at sea, or, as we believe, we 
shall shortly be in a position to undertake it, with Canada and the 
United States. Up to the present, however, whenever we have 
been suspected of an attempt to do any commercial work within 
the three-mile limit, we have not failed to receive a communication 
from the Post Office authorities warning us, under pains and penalties, 


against an infringement of the monopoly claimed by H.M.'s Postmaster- 
General. As summarising the alleged objections to my system on 
which their authors proceed to found the statement to which I have 
alluded, that it is without genuine commercial basis, I will take 
two so-called expert opinions cited by Sir John Wolfe Barry a week 
or two ago in his address from the chair to the shareholders of the 
Eastern Telegraph Company, and quoted also by Mr. Francis Bevan 
at the meeting of the Anglo-American Telegraph Company. Allow 
me to read them to you. The first runs as follows: —“ Causes of 
disturbance, which may, or may not, be remedied in the future, are 
at present existent, and fatal to the establishment of a practical and 
reliable system of commercial (wireless) telegraphy. I am, thcre- 
fore, very clearly of opinion that submarine cable enterprise has 
nothing to fear, in à commercial sense, from the competition of 
ætheric telegraphy.” The second reads thus :—“ To the best of my 
belief, submarine cables will fora long time be pre-eminent for the 
purpose of long-distance telegraphy. It is manifest that wireless or 
open methods cannot competc, in point of secrecy or certainty, with 
closed or cable methods, and could only compete with them in point 
of speed and accuracy by aid of great improvements and new inven- 
tions involving little less than discoveries." The first of these 
passages which I have read to you is from the pen of Sir W. H. 
Preece; the second represents the opinion of Prof. Oliver Lodge. 
Now, as these utterances have been quoted as illustrative of the 
highest expert opinion, and since their publication, have furnished 
the text for many paragraphs at least semi-hostile to my system and 
tothe work of this company, it becomes interesting to inquire what the 
qualifications of these gentlemen for the criticism of my system of 
wireless telegraphy may be. Sir W. H. Precce is, I believe, a gen- 
tleman with various claims to scientific distinction, but whatever 
his attainments in other walks of science, I regret to say that the 
most careful examination reveals absolutely no testimonial to his 
competency for this most recent of his undertakings. Such know- 
ledge of my work as he may possess is at least three years old—a 
very long period, I would remind you, in the brief history of my 
system. ‘Three years ago, the most important adjunct of its later 
phases, the tuning of installations, had not yet been introduced. 
The system was, in a word, in its infancy. I am not sure what 
opportunities Sir W. Н. Preece had of studying iti at work during 
that early stage, but I can assert positively that be has been in no 
station of mine, nor had any opportunity whatever of studying its 
practical working since the changes, amounting almost to a revolu- 
tion, which have been accomplished during the last year or two 
Of the conditions under which the system is now worked, Sir 
W. H. Preece is, in fact, wholly ignorant. I regret to say that, dis- 
tinguished as Dr. Lodge may be as a professor of physics, or as a 
student of physical phenomena, the same statement applies also in 
his case, во far as my present system of wircless telegraphy is con- 
cerned. Notwithstanding Dr. Lodge's early and felicitous appre- 
ciation of myself as “a young man with a sccret box and a sense 
of humour," he has, I believe, developed a commercial interest in 
wireless telegraphy since the results of my work in it began to be 
published, and has taken out sundry patenta in connection with the 
aubject, although, so far as I am aware, none of them are at 
present employed for the purposes of any permanent installation of 
wirelcss telegraphy. However this may be, Dr. Lodge has had no 
opportunity of seeing and familiarising himself with the working 
of any of my apparatus of a type later than that which was in use 
in the усаг 1899. In that year, he had, I remember, an opportunity 
to observe the working of the earlier type of apparatus between 
Dover and Boulogne, upon the occasion of the meeting of the 
British Association in the former town, and he is good enough to 
mention in one of his books that it then ‘appeared to work de- 
pendably.” One might have supposed that Dr. Lodge, writing three 
years later upon that obscrvation, would have at least been able to 
admit the conceivability of that same “ apparent” reliability having 
been in the meantime somewhat developed and increased. So far 
as the passages which I have read to you fepresent simply a defence 
of cables, I am in no way concerned with them in this place, though 
I may remark that the progress of wireless telegraphy in the future 
will have apparently to be achieved to some extent, despite the 
opposition of enormous vested interests, nothing analogous to which 
was in existence to handicap the early progress of the established 
cable system. I have much regretted to observe the hostile attitude 
assumed by a certain portion of the press of this country towards my 
system, which, though new, is, I am convinced, come to stay, and 
that, I trust, to the permanent benefit of humanity at large, even 
though, unfortunately, no rise may be caused by it in the price 
of cable stock. І say а portion of the Press, for the tone 
to which I refer has, in fact, I may almost say, been con- 
fined to a portion of the English electrical press which 
seems vowed to the exclusive support of cable interests, 
whilst from the technical Press of other countries, especially 
from that of Canada and of the United States, I have 
received much sympathetic appreciation and encouragement for 
which I have felt warmly grateful. The reprinted report which you 
bave in your hands of the proceedings at a gathering of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers, as reported by the 
Electrical Review of New York, will, I think, sufficiently illustrate 
my point. I must also, however, cordially recognise the 
sympathetic and encouraging tone in which most of the great 
English daily papers, such as the Times and many magazines, have 
written concerning my work. I have endeavoured to find in these 
criticisms some consolation for the pungency of those of an opposite 
character. So far, however, it has not seemed necessary for us to 
start a paper of our own for the ex parte presentment to the public 
of our views, prospects and opinions. I pass now to the main items 
of these indictments of my system, which, if they could, would dis- 
qualify it as a commercial system, and particularly as a commercial 
system for use over long distances, on the grounds of lack of secrecy, 
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of speed and of general reliability. Well, gentlemen, bare facts are 
the best answer to allegations of this sort, so I shall simply mention 
that so far from these suggestions which have been widely made in 
what I may call cable circles being true, my system is at the present 
moment in precisely that permanent use which they would deny it, 
upon over 70 ships, and at 25 land stations in regular every- 
day work. Nor, it must be admitted, do all, even in 
those same cable circles, appear to be insensible to the 
weight of such а consideration аз this, since, as I 
was interested to note, Mr. Ward, the chairman of the Commercial 
Cable Company, stated before the Pacific Cable Committee of the 
American Congress that if the result of my trans-Atlantic experi- 
ment bad been known earlier, he doubted whether the new Pacific 
cable would have bcen undertaken. One failure, indeed, I regret 
to have to chronicle. I refer to the operations of the local com- 
pany which was formed nearly three years ago to work the system 
in the Sandwich Islands. That failure, however, was wholly due 
to the inferior class of the operators—frequently ignorant half- 
. breeds and negroes—whom the Hawaii Company was ill-advised 
enough to employ for reasons of very false economy. It casts no 
discredit on the system, but only on a company for whose opera- 
tions we were in no way responsible, and I do not think that it is a 
matter which we need allow in any way to disturb us. Returning 
to the question of commercial working, I may mention that it is no 
uncommon thing for the messages passing to and from a liner, 
cither outward or homeward bound, to realise, apart from service 
messages, a sum of from £30 to £40. Upon a recent arrival of one 
of the American liners in home waters no less than 8,050 words 
were transmitted and received within the space of 16 hours. I 
would point out that if in each complete day of 24 hours only that 
same number of words should be transmitted between two of our 
trans-Atlantic stations—and the supposition is surely not an 
extravagant one—that, at 6d. a word, would represent an annual 
income of over £73,000 from each pair of such stations, of which 
in the first instance we are proceeding to instal two pairs I 
think it is obvious from such facts as those I have mentioned, 
and as are presented to you in concise form in your 
directors’ report, that the allegation that we are not working on a 
commercial basis is incorrect. As to the general trustworthiness of 
the system which Messrs. Lodge and Preece seem to doubt, I may 
remind you that even upon ite earlier initial working, so long as 
three years ago, the Deputy Master of Trinity House, reporting on 
its operation at the East Goodwin Lightship, publicly stated before 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers at their meeting on March 
22nd, 1899, that he had never known it once to fail, though, if failure 
there had been, it must have come to his knowledge. The U.S. 
Consul at Ostend, in Belgium, also, as I see by a report that 
appeared in the New York Electrical Келеш on December 20th, 
1900, reported to his Government that the system, as in use upon 
the Belgian mailboats, worked as reliably asany ordinary land wire 
station. I remark, allow me to say here, a noticeable change in the 
character of the objections on which this old charge of absence of 
commercial practicability in my system is now based. Three years 
ago we were met chiefly by allegations of material difficulties which 
have, however, in the event, proved to be purely hypothetical. At 
the time, as I remember, when the first wireless messages were 
transmitted across the English Channel, a certain sensation was 
causcd in the cable world, and it was freely stated that to secure 
the transmission of messages across the Atlantic Ocean I should 
require poles something like 200 miles high. I hear nothing of that 
sort now. Instead, we have such statements as those to which I have 
been calling your attention relative to speed, secrecy, and so forth. 
The wish is sometimes father to the thought, as we know, and one 
is really tempted to see in the old proverb some explanation of 
the ready way in which these new objections are—I can only say— 
imagined. With regard to the speed of wireless transmission, I 
have seen it stated to be six words a minute, whereas, in the same 
space of time, by cable across the Atlantic, about 40 words can be 
transmitted in the most favourable сазе, a more ordinary speed 
being less than half that number. In point of fact, with my latest 
apparatus I am able to transmit 22 words a minute, and I need but 
observe that in the early days of the cable system the transmission 
of even one word а minute over a cable was only accomplished with 
great difficulty. Iam not sure, therefore, that their present accom- 
plishment, after 50 years’ development, provides an altogether over- 
whelming comparison with my own 22 words a minute after not 
many more than the same number of months. Also one most 
important fact must be borne in mind, that whereas the speed of the 
submarine cable is directly affected by length, the speed of working 
of the wireless system is not affected in the least by distance. It is 
just as easy to work at a high speed across the Atlantic or across 
the Pacific as to work across the English Channel. With a submarine 
cable, however, unless the outlay on copper is increased in almost 
geometrical proportion, the spced of working over a long distance 
is relatively shortened. I have reserved till last the objection 
which, were it well based, would be the most serious tbat has been 
brought against my system, viz, that under it the secrecy 
of messages is impossible. I am not disinclined to admit 
that in the earlier stages of the system's development this objec- 
tion might have been advanced with some cause, to remove which, 
accordingly, became an important object of my researches. Iam 
happy to state that these have been successful, and that to the 
latest phases of my system that objection has become to all practical 
intents and purposes entirely inapplicable, the difficulty in question 
having been found to be satisfactorily overcome by the adoption of 
syntonic devices. These are not employed as yet by the British 
Admiralty, but І am sure that you will be pleased to learn that I 
am now able to transmit messages between England and Ireland, 
i.e., over a distance of 200 miles, as I am confident of being able to 
do it with equal, if not even greater, facility across the ocean with- 


t 


out interfering with, or, under ordinary conditions, being interfered 
with by any ship working its own wireless installation between my 
stations or elsewhere. As an illustration of the point to which 
tuning has been already developed, I may mention that the Lizard 
station is at present able to work with ships without suffering any 
interference at all from the contemporary working of the big power 
station at Poldhu, only seven miles away.’ The latter, apart from 
tuning, would entirely prevent any such independent working of 
the Lizard station. I will not say that under no possible combina- 
tion of circumstances could such a wireless tuned message be tapped, 
or interfered with, but I would remind you that such a statement 
would be no more true of cables and telephones than in the case of 
my wireless system. One would imagine from all this talk about 
secrecy, and freedom from interference, that these were the absolute 
possessions of the cable system. Nothing, ef course, could be more 
inaccurate than such a supposition. As an instance, І may remark 
that only about two years ago at Cape Town it was found impossible 
to work the cables landing there during the hours when the 
electrical tramways of the town were running, and the matter 
became subsequently the subject of litigation between the com- 
panies concerned. Again, Prof. Lodge himself, in a report of his 
experiments in magnetic space telegraphy, mentions that one of 
their results was to interfere with the working of the ordinary 
wire telephone system in the city of Liverpool. Sir W. H. Preece 
has also published results which go to show that it is possible to 
pick up at a distance on another circuit the conversation which may 
be passing through a telephone wire. Again, when a few years 
ago, at Deptford, an accident occurred to the electric lighting 
station through the earthing of some high tension conductors, so 
much disturbance was caused in telegraph circuits all round, that 
it became the occasion of great inconvenience throughout the 
London district, and effecte of it were felt so far south as Paris and 
so far north as Leicester. All this goes to show that the estab- 
lished methods of wire telegraphy and telephony are liable, in a 
certain measure, to accidental or wilful interruption caused by dis- 
turbing currents and inductive effects which may, to use a popular 
expression, be let loose in the vicinity. When working wireless 
telegraphy for the America Cup yacht races, we were subjected to 
the wilful interference of a certain party, whose aims were openly 
exposed by the New York Herald. As for cable interruptions, I 
cannot open a technical journal any week without finding a list, 
more or less long, of cable interruptions in various parts of the world. 
In the case of the Atlantic cables, it is true, such interruptions 
are not apt to be felt, for the simple reason that there arc 
18 or 14 cables laid, across that part of the ocean, and even if two 
or three broke down the traffic would go through those that 
remained intact without the public noticing any delay. But in 
parts of the world where communication is dependent upon a single 
cable, as in many parts of South America and elsewhere, for 
instance, to take an example near home, in Jersey, where the cable 
service was interrupted only the other day, very great inconvenience 
is frequently caused by cable breakdowns, which if they are 
sufficiently frequent now, were vastly more numerous, of course, when 
cables were stillat a stage corresponding to the present point of 
development of wireless telegraphy. Cables, too, are apt to be cut, 
and are subject to the numberless risks of interruption from which we 
have seen them suffer so frequently during the course of the present 
struggle in South Africa. I leave England the day after to-morrow 
for Canada, for the purpose of concluding certain business negotia- 
tions, already settled in principle between ourselves and the 
Government of the Dominion, from which I received during my 
recent visit the most kindly and appreciate welcome. I expect to 
be back in England about the end of March, and if, after my return, 


either Sir W. Н. Preece or Prof. Lodge, being of the opinion that 


within a space of, say, a week, after due notice given to me, he 

could succeed in intercepting and reading messages to be provably 

transmitted by me at stated times within that period, between two 

of my stations, if I say, either of these gentlemen would like to try 

the experiment, I shall be happy to place any adjacent station of 

mine at his disposal for the purpose. If he should prefer to conduct 

his operations from a ship, he would, so far as I am concerned, be 

quite welcome to do so. In either case, I should expect a 

result which might convey to the shareholders of the tern 

Telegraph Company a somewhat more accurate idea than they seem 

to possess as to the exact measure of the competency of their learned 

advisers to pronounce an opinion upon my present system of wire- 

less telegraphy. Gentlemen, I apologise for having detained you so 

long. Iam glad, however, to have been able to spdak to you with 

such assurance of the past, and with such confidence of the future of 
nry System. Ibelieve that I am not given to over sanguine expecta- 

tion or to exaggerated speech, and I trust, therefore, that I may bc 

suspected of neither, if, in conclusion, I venture to express the 

extreme gratification which it affords me to be associated with the 

development of a system- despite our critics, a commercial system 

—of wireless telegraphy, from which, however, I confidently antici- 
pate greater results even than the payment of that substantial 

dividend for which I believe we may soon look, and which is, 

naturally, the first object of a commercial company like our own— 

resulte, namely, in good service not only to this Empire, but to the 

whole of the civilised globe, to be achieved, as such service indis- 

putably is achieved, by the placing of new means of communication 
at the disposal and within the reach of an indefinitely wider public 

for social as well as for commercial ends, by new benefits conferred 
upon the great shipping interests of this and other countries, 
and by a diminution in loss of life and property at sca. Ву the 

cheapening iu the method of communication between them, I think 
we may also fairly claim that we are doing something to strengthen 
the bond that unites the two great English-speaking communities of 
the world. | 

The report was adopted. 


vol. 50. No. 1,266, Fusavany 25,1902] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


857 


a араа аана арр арааран ара раналараа 


Oxford Electric Company. 


Tax directors’ report, to be submitted at the general meeting, to 
be held at the Randolph Hotel, Oxford, on Friday, March 7th, 
reads as follows :— 


The directors beg to submit their report and accounts for the year ending 
December 81st, 1901. The revenue account shows a profit (including £155 
lls. 10d. brought forward from last year) of £5,966. After providing £2,050 
15s. 4d. for debenture charges and other interest, and writing off £450 bs. 5d. on 
account of hire purchase installations, the available balance net rofitis £3,464 
19s. 3d., which yoor directors propose to appropriate as follows: In payment of 
a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the share capital, £7,855 
9s. 9d., and in adding £500 to the reserve and the renewal of plant account 
. (which will then amount to £2,500), leaving £109 16s. Gd. to be carried forward to 
next year’s account. Since the last report, 7,198 8-c.p. lamps (or their equiva- 
lent) have been connected to the mains. The largest number added in any 

revious year has been 4,564 8-c.r. On December Bist last the total number of 
fare on the system equalled 40,458 8 с.р. The number of units sold has been 
nearly 18 per cent. more than in 1900, and the revenue from sales by meter 
shows an increase of £1,890 10s. 8d. over that of the preceding year. To meet 
the increased demand, а new unit of 225-xw. capacity has been installed at 
Ogney Works, and three additional transforming stations, situated in George 
Street, Christ Church and Walton Street, have been erected and equipped. To 
cope with the North Oxford demand, another sub-station is in course of con- 
struction in Staverton Road. In addition to the increase in the high tension 
system of mains to connect the new transforming stations with the generating 
station, the distributing mains of the company have been extended in the 
Banbury, Woodstock, Chalfont, Keble, and Staverton Roads, and in St. 
Aldate’s and Oriel Streets for the supply of Christ Church. The plant has been 
maintained in thoroughly efficient order, and during the year two of the three 
original boilers have been fitted with new fire-boxes, at a cost of nearly £500 ; 
this expenditure has been charged against revenue. The retiring directors are 
Mr. L. A. Selby Bigge, M.A., and Mr. J. Irving Courtenay, M.A., who are eligible 
for re-election. 


The Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company. 


Тн report of the directors, which was presented at the meeting 
held at the Grand Hotel, Broad Street, Bristol, last week, reads as 
follows :— 

The directors have pleasure in submitting to the shareholders their report, 


with a statement of the accounts, for the year ending December 81st, 1901. 
The gross receipts for the year amount to £218,967 88. 2d., and the working and 


general expenses and renewals are £148,584 8s. 8d., leaving a net revenue of 


£70,882 19s. 6d. 


The following amounts have already been distributed 
Interest on 4 per cent. mortgage debenture 
stock and temporary loans se РЕ А 
Dividend on 4 рег cent. preference shares and 
interest on calls paid in advance ў 
Interim dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. per 
annum (subject to income-tax) for the half. 
year ending June goth v °з se .. 18,916 18 4 
— £41,486 18 1 


vize:— 
N 
£9,948 9 11 


12,576 14 10 


And it is proposed to appropriate the balance as follows :— 
Final dividend for half-year at the rate of 9 per 
cent. per annum (subject to income-tax) . £21,187 10 0 
To carry to reserve and renewal funds :— 
Leased premises redemption .. £500 0 0 
Electrical renewals E . . 1,500 0 0 
Contingencies us ве . 6,758 11 5 
———— £7,768 Tl 5 


£70,882 19 6 


The reserve funds will then amount to £99,261 1s. 9d. 


The receipts from the tramways department show the important increase of 
£47,696, and those of the carriage department an inorease of £185. The total 
number of passengers carried during the year on the company's cars and 
omnibuses was 86,714,906, which is approximately 10 millions more than in the 
previous year. The accounts now presented cover the first complete year's 
operation of the company’s system since the general adoption of electric 
traction, and the great expansion in the traffic receipts and number of 
passengers carried affords an illustration of the vastly improved service which 
the introduction of the new form of traction enables the company to render to 
the public. The results of the initial period would have been even more 
favourable but for the one untoward episode that is common knowledge 
amongst local shareholders. During the height of the summer season designs 
were made upon the loyalty of the company's staff, which involved about 450 of 
the employés and culminated in a strike on the eve of the August Bank 
Holiday. Prompt and effective measures were taken, however, to replace the 
malcontents and minimise public inconvenienoe, though necessarily during the 
few weeks of public excitement the abnormal circumstances entailed some loss 


of traffic and special expenditure. Since the close of the year under review, : 


arrangements have been completed for discontinuing the use of the suburban 
generating station at Bt. George, зо that the whole of the eastern lines formerly 
operated from that source are now worked with the main system from the 
central power station at Counterslip, the change being attended with many 
advantages in supervision and effecting substantial economy. The Corporation 
of Bristol recently appointed a committee of the Council to consider and report 
as to the possibility of acquiring the company’s undertaking. The Council 
having made their intention quite clear that the proposal was in no way with 
the object of compulsory purchase, but only for the acquisition if at all by agree- 
ment with the company, the directors expressed their willingness to facilitate 
the Committee's inquiry, though they could not make any offer of the under- 
taking. The matter did not, however, proceed beyond a preliminary stage, as 
the Committee were unprepared to formulate such an offer as the directors 
would be likely to recommend the shareholders to accept. On thelast issue of 
preference capital, 20,000 new shares were subscribed amongst the proprietors 
of the company. It is the intention of the directors to forthwith issue the 
remaining 5,000 preference shares, reserving the privilege of application for 
them, at par, in favour of the proprietors on the registers at March Ist prox. 
Mr. George , White, director, and Mr. Solomon Hare, auditor, retire at the 
ensuing meeting, and offer themselves for re-election. The dividend warrants 
will be posted to the shareholders on February 25th inst. 


D 


- —— 


Hart Accumulator Company, 


THe report of the directors for 1901, which was presented to the 
meeting held at Stratford on the 26th inst., states that the profit for 
the year is £7,875 and the balance brought forward from last year 
£1,492, amounting together to £9,367. The directors recommend a 
dividend of 124 per cent. per annum on the ordinary share capital, 
which will absorb £4,937, leaving 44, 430 to be carried forward. 
The company’s buildings, plant, tools, &c., have been augmented by 
£1,478, which has been charged to capital, and due deprecia‘ion on 
same has been made. The maintenance of the works, plant, &с., 
has been well kept up at a cost of £606, which has been paid for out 
of revenue, | p | 


£98,946 1 5 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad Company. 


TEE half-yearly meeting was held at Manchester on 21st inst., Mr. 
George Richardson being in the chair. А 

In moving the adoption of the report, which recommended а 
dividend at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, the CHAIRMAN said 
that the number of passengers showed an increase, and the car 
mileage run also showed an increase for the half-year. Compared 
with the corresponding half of the previous year, there had been a 
decrease in the expenses of about £200. The season ticket holders 
were increasing in number. 

The report was adopted. 


W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Company, Limited. 


TRR following statement has been placed in circulation by this 
company :— | 

“Dear Sım (ов Mapam).—It has been our custom to hold the 
annual ordinary general meeting of the company in the last week of 
February, and to present the accounts for the past year to that 
meeting and declare a final dividend. But, as you have probably 
heard, negotiations have been for some time going on with the 
directors of Messrs. Callender’s Cable and Construction Company, 
Limited, for the amalgamation of the two companies by merginy 
them both in a new company to be formed for that purpose. The 
terms have now been generally agreed, and the solicitors are 
preparing the contract for adoption by the two boards, subject, of 
course, to the approval of both classes of shareholders of each com- 
pany, to whom it will be submitted at special meetings to be called 
for the purpose of considering it. In these circumstances your 


directors have thought it advisable to postpone the ordinary general 


meeting until the whole matter can be brought before the share- 
holders. Meanwhile, however, the directors have satisfied: them- 
selves tliat a dividend of 20 per cent. for 1901 on the ordinary shares 
is fully justified by the accounts, and, therefore, an interim dividend 
of 5 per cent. having been paid on September 1st, the board has this 
day declared a further interim dividend of 10 per cent., and purpose 
to submit to the ordinary annual meeting, with the accounts, a 
proposal to declare a final dividend of 5 per cent., making 20 per 
cent. in all. The full dividend on the preference shares for 
the half-year ending December 31st, 1901, at the rate of 43 рег 
cent. per annum, will be paid, as usual, on March ist, 1902. 
“ Yours faithfully, 
«А, E. SALMON, Secretary." 


Chelsea Electricity Supply Company. 


THE directors’ report to be presented to the meeting which is to be 
held on Wednesday, March 5th, reads as follows: — The directors 
beg to submit to the shareholders the report and statement of 
accounts for the year ended December 31st, 1901. The profit for 
the year amounts to £23,564 17s. 5d., which, with £190 13s. 1d. 
balance of interest and £121 17s. brought forward, makes a total of 
£23,877 7s. 6d. After deducting £6,750 interest on debenture 
stock, £900 interim dividend on the preference shares, and 
£4,902 5s. interim dividend on the ordinary shares at the ratc of 
5 per cent. per annum, there remains a balance of £11,325 2s. 6d., 
which the directors recommend shall be appropriated as follows :— 
To credit of renewals and depreciation fund (as against 


£38,000 for 1900) е са is sa св - . . £6,500 0 0 
To final dividend on the preference shares at the rate of 
6 per cent. per annum, making 6. per cent. forthe year .. 900 0 0 
To tinal dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 3 per 
cent. per annum, making 4 per cent. for the year .. .. 8,468 8 0 
Leaving a balance to be carried to the next account ої .. 6 
6 


£11,335 2 


The reduction of the dividend on the ordinary shares is not due to 
any diminution in the net profit, which, on the contrary, has in- 
creased by £2,756 10s. 6d., notwithstanding an increase in the rates 
and taxes (which now amount to £2,642 9s. 4d. as against £1,453 
5s. 9d., as a result of the recent quinquennial re-valuation), but to 
the decision of the directors to place to the credit of the deprecia- 
tion fund a considerably larger sum than in past years. The ques- 
tion of an adequate appropriation to this fund is one which has for 
some time engaged the earnest attention of the directors. They 
have, until lately, been of opinion that the improvement in thc 
company's business from year to year would allow of a regular 
increase in the amount set aside for depreciation, without disturb- 
ing the rate of dividend paid to the ordinary shareholders; but they 
regret that the annual improvement in the company's revenue has 
not been sufficiently rapid to confirm this view. It will be within 
the recollection of the shareholders that the company has in the 
past suffered considerably from claims arising out of vibration and 
from other causes. These troubles, the directors believe, have at 
last come to an end, and thcy have had under their consideration 
the question as to how the losses caused thereby can be best dealt 
with. They have also had before them the general question of the 
present value of the plant and property of the company, and have 
come to the conclusion that £56,495 9s. 6d. of the capital expended 
is not now represented by existing assets. 'They have decided that 
this sum should be written off capital account by an appropriation 
from the reserve fund, and that the balance of the reserve fund 
should be applied to further strengthen the renewals and deprecia- 
tion fund. These adjustments have been given effect to in the 


accounts now presented. Expenditure amounting to £764 10s. 


was incurred during the year in conuection with the appeal 
to Quarter Sessions against the heavy increase in the 
rating assessment, and the inquiry before the Board of 
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Trade in tbe matter of changing the system of suppiy toa 
higber voltage. One-fifth of this amount has been charged against 
revenue in the present accounts, and the balance has been placed to 
а suspense account, which the directors propose to write off during 
the next four years. 631 ordinary shares were allotted during the 
year, the price being.£6 per share. The number of lamps connected 
on December 31st, 1901, was 161,031, an addition of 15,754 during 
, the year. The directors are glad to report a steady improvement in 
the units sold per 8-c.». lamp, the number in 1901 being 124, as 
against 114 in 1900 and 11 in 1899. The total number of units 
sold in 1901 was 2,011,150, being 339,124 more than the previous 


year. Mr. William Page and Mr. William Reginald Davies have . 


been elected directors during the year, and the shareholders will be 
asked to confirm the appointments. The retiring directors, Mr. 
J. Irving Courtenay and Major-General C. E. Webber, C.B., offer 
themselves for re-election. The auditors, Messrs. Cooper Brothers 
and Co., offer themselves for re-election.” 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending Feb. 
Ast were £556; corresponding week last year, £541; increase, £15. Total 
to date, £4,488; corresponding period last year, £3,928; increase £505. 
Miles of track open, 103. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The гесеры for the week ending 
February 22nd were £180; corresponding week last year, £189; decrease, 
£9. гон сори to date, £1,151; corresponding period last year, 21,099; 
increase, 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
ыйы]! 21st were £8,582; corresponding period last year £3,162; in- 
crease, £120. : 


British Electric Traction Company.— The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending February 14th :— | 


with corres 5 Aggregate, 
Amount ‘ponding week of |- 3 
Company. £ of last year, weeks. THEN. Inc. or Dec. 

+ — — 

2 2 4 | 2 2 
Croydon * eo oe 628 468 | == 1 4,060 2,721 — 
Devonport ; .. Ss 854 — — 2,437 — — 
Dudley —Stourbridge 563 78 — 6 8,786 707 — 
Gateshead ; .. а 588 — — 6 8,932 — — 
Greenock-Pt.Glasgow, 306 157 — | 6 2,202 1,115 — 
Hartlepool .. ve 139 — 28 6 1,03: — 21 
Kidderminster M 83 5 — 6; 550 48 — 
Merthyr 1 ee ee 177 ee AS "т" | 6 1,154 — — 
Oldham—Ashton .. 884 | — 47 004 2,790 — 111 
Poole { oe ee ae 165 == =» | 64 1,097 — — 
Potteries ee ee 1,265 25 — i GA 8,4 10 980 = 
Southport... АЕ 107 8 — , 64 742 106 — 
South Btaffordshiret | 633 — 22 64 4,349 197 — 
Swansea ee ee 360 18 — | 2,465 176 — 
Taunton н ee es 46 = казы | 6; 816 m — 
Tynemouth;..  .. 156 — — | d 1,133 = E 
Wolverhampton Diet. | 117 Top 726 454 — 

* Partly borse. 1 Partly steam. i Not in operation last year. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending Feb. 221d were 
£6,686; corresponding week last year, £5,941; increase, £695. Total 
receipts to date, £52,781; corresponding period last year, £18,779; in- 
crease, £4,002. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Feb. 23rd were £3,024; corresponding week last year, £2,055; increase, 
£969. Total receipts to date (8 weeks), £24,385; corresponding period last 
year, £16,189; increase, £8,197. Miles open, 61; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending February 
22nd were £150 45. 9d.; corresponding week last year, £145 14s. 3id.; in- 
crease, £4 10s. 54d. Total to date, £1,273 188. 74. ; corresponding period 
last year, 21,214 17s. 104d.; increase, £59 Os. на. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,088 ; 1901, 4,980. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending February 
2156 were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., 28,045 9s. 8d.; D. S. D. Co., £625 2s. Bd.; 
total, £2,670 12s. 4d.; correspon week last year—D.U.1. Co., £2,932 
78. 8d.; D. B. D. Co., £641 168. 3d.; total, £3,574 38. 6d.; increase, £96 8s. 10d. ; 
aggregate to date, £29,855 148. 9d.; last year, £28,302 4s. Gd.; increase, 

* £1,053 10s. 1d. Mileage worked 46. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.—Week ending February 2° rd, 1902, £10,143; 
compared with £8,084 same period last year, Aggregate to date since June 
Ist, 1901, £453,723 ; increase £101,642. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending February 
28rd were £1,844; corresponding week last year, £1,420; decrease, 476. 
Total to date £10,700; corresponding period last .e r ,£11,757; decrease, 
£967. Miles open, 6 miles 57 ohains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 


A аоор deal of money has had to be withdrawn from the invest- 
ment markets in order to provide funds for taking up Kaffir shares 
and to pay losses incurred in South Africans. The money market 
itself is fairly easy, despite the number of calls which become due 
in the next few weeks, but in the Stock Exchange money has 
commanded between 7 and 10 per cent. in many cases, members 
being only too glad to get accommodation at anything between 
these rates. 


The depletion of cash has led to some little selling of Electricity 
Supply shares this week, but, on the whole, prices are not rauch 
changed. Metropolitans are 10s. down, and their example was 
followed by Notting Hills.  Kensingtons lost 4 upon the 
unexpected reduction in the dividend. Chelsea shares are 
not altered, notwithstanding the disappointing character of the 
report and dividend. The latter, at the rate of 3 per cent. 
per annum, makes up 4 percent. for the year, against 54 in 1900. 
The profit is, indeed, some £2,000 higher for the twelvemonth just 
closed, but the board is making heavy appropriations to the deprecia - 
tion and the renewal funds. In face of the fact that £56,000 worth of 
the company’s plant and property is not now represented by 
existing assets (the amount being transferred from the reserve fund), 


‚ the showing appears more unsatisfactory than it really is. Of course 


this line should have been adopted years ago, when the Cadogan 
station was closed. 

A fresh fallin the Telegraph market, bred of renewed Marconi 
fears, is the principal feature of this week’s electrical markets- 
Eastern Ordinary, Eastern Extension, Cuba, Anglo-American and 
Direct United States, have all given way on the sensational results 
which are expected to be obtained by the new system. We wax 
weary of repeating that these relapses are wholly unnecessary, and 
if investors like to lose their money by sales of their shares on 
account of a scare, they have only themselves to thank for it. The 
Anglo-American companies should be doing very well at this 
particular time of the German Prince’s visit to America, 
but the stocks are quite without backbone, and the very 
appearance of a possible seller in the market is quite 
sufficient to depress prices. The Eastern group is more sus- 
ceptible to lowering influences than usual, in consequence of the 
coming reduction in the word rate to India. The report of the 
Inter-Departmental Committee on Cable Communications, published. 
the other day, shows that a definite agreement has been come to 
between the India Office, the Eastern Telegraph Company, and the 
Indo-European Telegraph Company. 16 will astonish other people 
besides the surprised Committee to hear that although the Eastern 
Telegraph Company has a complete independent system of cables 
from London to Bombay, the assent of Russia and Germany was 
required before the reduction in the rate could be carried into 
effect, though we think the position was pretty generally understood 
in telegraph circles, - ^N 

Submarine Cables Trust certificates are almost the only things in 
the telegraph list to record any advance, which is limited in their 
case to a point. West African Telegraph shares are 13 to 23. It is 
interesting to note that Mr. C. S. Shepherd, one of the largest 
proprietors in the Western Union Telegraph Company, has a seat on 
the board of the recently constituted Great Britain Railway and 
Development Corporation, an American undertaking which is about 
to invade our shores with а view to linking up our important towns 
by means of electrical railways. 

Globe Telegraph Ordinary shares are dull, in sympathy with the 
rest of the telegraph market, but the Preference are without 
fluctuation. Marconi shares are 3. 

The amalgamation between Callender's and Henley s, to which we 
referred last week, was confirmed on the next day by the appear- 
ance of an official circular from the Henley's Company. Callender's 
have risen 4 on the long-expected consummation, but Henley's were 
put up a week or two ago in anticipation of the event. The latter 
shares now carry a final dividend, making 20 pcr cent. for the whole 
of 1901, the same rate as that paid inthe previous year. The Tele- 
graph Construction Company had an exceptionally good time in 
1901, and its report shows an increased profit of £5,500, enabling 
the distribution of another 174 per cent. dividend for the full year, 
the allocation of £20,000 to the pension fund, and a substantial 
amount to be carried forward. | 

Electrical railway ordinary issues are unchanged with the excep- 
tion of Central London Deferred, which has slightly weakened. 
owing to apprehensions of the company’s extension Bill being 
thrown out. By the same token, District stock is harder, and 
Metropolitan is being bought. City and South London keeps at 67, 
but its Preference issues are each 1 per cent. better. A line of 
Great Northern aud City Electric Preferred shares changed hands 
at 51 this week. The purchasers were Continental investors. Ву 
neglecting to comply with some of the Standing Orders, the Bill 
for the new electric railway to Brighton runs a very good chance 
of being shelved for the season. British Electric Traction are 
dullish ; the Ordinary shares are 4 lower, and the market is growing 
suspicious of the incessant sclling from mysterious quarters. 

National Telephone Preferred and Deferred stocks are 100 and 62 
respectively. The company’s Third Preference shares havc hardened 
a fraction, but the active canvassing for subscribers to the Post Office 
telephone system which is now poing on is not liked by tbe 
National's supporters in the market. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. —TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


* Bubjoct to Foundcrs Shares, 
| Unless otherwike st&&cd ul! ebsros are fully paid. 


| Diva: 


+ Quotations on Liverpool Biook суки, 


t Dividende marked { are for а year coasieting сі Ше lanor рагі of one year and tno бги part of tbe next, 


ale рв ip deferrod. bare магн, prouba being used us capital, 


Stock A Closing Closing during 
Present : or Dividends for Skat $ m d 
Tarus. нам, анала] we len ев төвт, | Чүш | луи. | ies tide 
1533. 1900. 1901. Highest, | Lowest 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debe. e 100 ss S. | 99 —103 99 —1063 ies 282 
25, 000 | Amazon Telegraph Со.'в shares, Nos. 1 to 25, 000 . „| 10| ose ro ase 34— 44 31— 44 5 
119, 7000 Amazon Telegraph 5 % Debes., Nos. 1 1 to 1,250 Bed. as 1-00 [~ s du . | 70 — 89 70 — 80 |... sd 
804, 720 | Anglo-American Telegraph ... ous 450 .. Stock 73/6 | 3495 | 61s. | 49 — 51 xd. 48 — 0 494 | 4 
9,097,640 Do. do. Deferred ove s.. .. [Stock/£1 7s.| 59.9 | 28. 74— 8ха| 74— 7} 78 74 
44,000 Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 see eee eee ee 5 4 yf 5 % coe 34— 4 Jà— 4 TII bos 
18,833,300$ Commercial Cable ... s Жс... 288 $ 8100 8 . [165 —170 165 —170 i T 
1,741,0297 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 Y Deb. Stock Red. |Btock| ... 7 96 — 99 96 — 99 981 | 97% 
16,000 Ouba Telegraph see ee eee eve een ee 10 7 Y oes 5 zd 6 4À = 5% 7 et 
2081 Do. 10 V Pref. ove TT eee TII °з» 10 %, 9 E 2c 14 E — 14 ses eee 
1 Direct Bpanish TE PETARD e eee ee eee е Б 4 4 e — 4 cA 4 . ТТ 
6,000 Do. do. Oum. Pref. eee е 5 TII eee ee 81— 94 84 — 9A 8i eee 
- 80,0001 Do. ^ do. " Debs. see oes TT 50 $us з өз 98 —102 9% —102 — is 
60,7101 qois wee Btates Cable ... 20 | 34% | 33% 4. | 10 — 104 94 — 104 10 92 
est India Cable, 43 Reg. Deb, within " 7 
101,001 = А aoe ae ri} 100 e| 199 —102 | 99 —102 |... | on 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Stock А ace Stock 7 Y 7 % 134 —139 130 —135 137 | 1304 
1,930,807 Do. 34 Pref. Stock 3 Тоо ер Чо . 80 — 91 |86 — 8) 89 | 87 
1,432,268: Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. .. |Stock| ... ja „ 1109 —113 108 —112 111 | 108 
300,000 | Eastern Extensi 33 and China Telegraph ... a 792,517 935 * | 131— 14 13 — 134 138 | 13 
820,000 Do. 4 % Deb. Stock "AME m .. |109 —114 |109 —114 ies 85 
Eastern and South African Telegraph, 4 $ Mort. Det 1 Em = 
300,000: { NC I so red. 1900 105 5195] .. 99 —102 | 99 —102 -" 
200,000 Do. 4 95 Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 25. | sss T „ 1100 —103 100 —103 „ ... ЗА 
180,227 Globe оар and Trust see ‚ eee eee eee өзә 10 5195 54% е 94 = 10 xd t1— 9# 91 91 
180,042 do. 6 6% Pref. > ке же 10 ess sae s. | 184— 14 ха! 13$— 144 143 132 
150,000 Great Northern Telegraph, of Oopenhagen 10 4. 115 . | 28 — 30 28 — 30 885 е 
75,000 |{ Halifax and Bermuda Gable, 4j Ф ist Mort. Debe, ] 100 | .. |... |... | 99-103 |99 -103 |... 
: within Nos. 1 to 1,200, Red. ` ЙЕ 
17,000 do-European Telegraph  ... ses ae ees oe | 28 |10 Ф 1095 | ... |38 — 42 38 — 42 41 E: 
100, 000? London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 Y Debs. ... oo. | 100 | ... oe .. [102—105 |102 —105 өз SN 
680 | Montevideo Telephone, oer „Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. 1 | 28%] ... s 1— 4 +— 4 ius des 
86,492 do. . 695 Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 1/5 UM a i— 1 1— 1 eue eas 
590,000 National Telephone, 1 to 590,000 eee eae eee. эзе 5 5 5 @ 5 y^ * — eee . == ae ee 
15,000 Do. . 6% Oum. Ist Pref. .. .. ..| 10|6 6 6 95 | 12 — 14 12 — 14 ivi - 
- 15,000 Do. 6 Y Cum. 2nd Pref. ... 10|8 6 Ф 6% | 12 — 14 12 — 14 РА a 
250,000 Do. 5 % Non-cum. 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 55 5 5% | 4ў— 5 4g— 53 47160 
2,000, 0007 Do. 3i Deb. Stock Red. ete we. Stock 34% | 3425 | 3195 | 93 — 96 93 — 96 951 " 
500,000 Do. Deb. Btock Red.. iss œ (4% [4 % 101 —195 [101 —105 985 ^ 
171,504 | Oriental iiss easier Elec., Nos. 1 to 171 504, fully paid 1155 6 | ... i— 1 i— 1 sh е 
100,0007) Pacific and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... es 85 .. | 99 —102 99 —102 sis ees 
11,839 Reuters. TI, ory TID II) TI, ее eee 8 5 % 5 % 7 5 8 7 — 8 7 see 
8,303 | Submarine Cables Trost 880 чч ae PN aii әда 118 —124 1119 —125 å " 
United River Plate Telephone eee coe 5 7 Ф e 4% тю 54 4% = 51 ea soe 
40,006 Do. do. b Ф Cum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 5 soe 0 44— 5 44— 5 es eee 
179,9471 Do. do. 5 % Debs. eee soe eee Stock eee ee 102 —105 162 —105 ee TT 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 95 Debs... Wei. Wes 100 | .. " 100 —103 |100 —103 - S 
$0,008 Went Coast of America, Nos. 1—80, 000 and 53 ,001—853, 008 23 oe ees — ei 8 cee ТІ 
150,0007 Do. do. 4 * Dets., 1—1 500 gua, by Bras. Bub. Tel. 100 y 99 —102 99 —102 isi " 
75,0001 Do do. 5 Debs. 2nd series, 1906 cee | 100 | .., "S 102 —105 102 —105 d 8 
848,7771 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. oes e. | 100 | "T 100 —103 |1С0 —1¢3 js asa 
88,321 West India and КА Telegraph ee ees е see 10 E% °з §— 4 & — oe 
84,563 Do. do. do. 6 Oum. ist Pref. eee 10 eee eae 54 == 6 54 — 6 ee 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 Y Oum. 2nd Pref... | 10 | .. Е 34— 44 33— 43 oes 
80,0007 Do. do. do. 5 Y Debs.. Nos. 1 to 1,800 100! ... z 100 —103 j1CO —103 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ога. .. I з гав | oe #— 6 — 8 - T" 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. .| 100 | ... e. | . 100 — 105 100 —105 n T 
19,661 | Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 6/69, 6251875, 91— 9 91— 9 T > 
20,000 Do. do. 7 95 Oum. Pref. D " " 9 — 95 9 — 94 г vus 
50,000 тшш Ори азд Strand Electricity Supply ... 519199 10 „ | 84— 94 84 — 94 93 9} 
50,000 Do. do. do. do. 44% Cum. Pref. S s iss 51— 5ixd| 54— 5% 52 | ... 
250,000 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock н 100 |... К . [10383 —105 103 —105 105 К" 
84,000 |*Ohelsea Electricity Bupply, Ord.  ... 5 6 535 414% 5 — 53 5 — 5} n Е 
150,000; Do. do. do. Ф Deb. Stock Red. Stock P» . . 109 —112 1109 —112 112 | 111 
70, 579 | City of London Electric Lighting, Ord. 40,001—110, 579... 10 45 0 „ 5 9 | 94— 104 94 — 103 dus О 
40,000 Do. 6 95 Cum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 . 10 6 P 6 W .. 12 — 13 |R — 13 W's} 4 
400,0002 Do. 5 % Deb. Btock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid еи a “ 123 —128 173 —128 n i 
200,000 Do. 449% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid 100 ds 101 —104 |101 —104 " Я 
40,000 | County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 4 4 84— 94 84— 94 " au 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 95 Pref., 40 ,001— 60,000 10 6 6 12 — 13 12 — 13 124 |... 
400,000: Do. 43 Ф Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa (all paid) Rd. TR aise 106 —169 [166 —109 1087 | * 
35,500 ! Edmundson's Elec. Corp., Ord. Bhares ae ins Vei 5 6 „ 7 9 6 — 63 6 — 64 pu 4 
20,000 Do. do. 6 Ф Cum. Pref. e] eee T side ss 6 — 64 6 — (i Gish saa 
120,0002 Do. do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock.. 100| ... | ... .. [105 —108 |166 —109 ds 2 
21,000 | Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. — ... 5 | 11% | 12% | 10% | 11 — 12 104— 114 5 és 
90,000 Do. до, do. 4% Deb. Stock (Stock! ... | .. .. 101 —104 |101 —104 ee ка 
110,600 | London Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, Orc. 3 1. uu 882 11— 12 li— 14 TES xv 
49,840 Do. do. do. do. 6 Y Pref. 5|. ve 4— 5 4— 5 гад “з 
250,0007 Do. до. do. 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Rd, Stock vas 95 —100 95 —100 Y " 
98,769 | Metropolitan Electric Bupply, 101 to 62,500 ves 10/52, 6 14— 163 15 — 16 158 | 158 
220,0007 Do. 44% First Mortgage Debenture Stock и es vee 111 —115 111 —115 ти 5 
250, 0007 Do. 8495 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... ... Stock sd 98 —101 93 —101 99| “a 
8,652 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting : iss e 10]7% 7 15 — 16 15 — 16 85 " 
40,600 | Bt. James's and Pall Mall mE Light, Ord. es 5 1449, 14195 nim 15 — 16 xd| 144— 154 15 - 
20,000 Do. do. 7 % Pref., 20,081 to 40 ‚080 5 7 7 % 8 — 9xd| 8 — 9 “sh - 
150,000; Do. do. 34% Deb. Stock Bed. ... | 100 T T" oes 98 —101 08 —101 160 ee 
12,000 | Smithfield Market Elect. Supply, Ord. m ess Brus ii їз 11— 9} 12— 24 iss vos 
50,0001 Do. do. 4 % Deb. ses ches | 100 * | 80 — 99 xd| 80 — 90 e 
65,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ord.  ... ses ees 5 | 2 — 23 2 — 24 : 
109,518 | Westminster Electric Bupply, Ord. 4 5 |18 v 10395 104% 12 — 13 12 — 13 | | "t" 


860 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 50. No. 1,266, Fusrzvany 28, 1902. 
SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
R Stock losing '  Olosing Business done 
Present Dividends for ti 
Issue, SE ваге] бе Імі throe years Fab | Feb. uh: | Fob tb, 1908. 
3 1899. 1900. 1901. j Highest.| Lowest. 
20, 000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. eve eee [ID eeu eoo coe 4$— 54 44— 54 4g „өе 
800, ,0001 Do. do. 5 4 Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red. - T —u. | 88 — 92 88 — 92 js ie 
62 074 British Electric Traction eee (TY) ee eee 8 % 9. % • 14 — 15 134— 14 144 14 
90, 000 Do. do. Н Oum. Pref. eee eee TI TI) ees 124— 123 124— 122 125 12% 
600,000! Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Stock eol. d. [196—199 [126 —129 " И 
70, 000 British Insulated Wire UMS oe eee eee еее 5 20 Ф 15 Ф . 94— 103 9% — 104 eos 
70, 000 Do. do. 6 Oum. Pref. eee eee eee 006 pee 00% 51— 64 ` 52— 6} pee 
50 000 ¶Browett, W & Co. 1899), з [II eee eee eve 8 eee i— 1 $— 1 ee eee 
50,000 Cum. Pret. -— vee aes 6 .. | 208. to 21s. | 20s. to 21s - Be 
105 731 Brush Elecl. 1 „ Ord., 1 to 105 731 ... T ev 54 5 - 1g— 16 1g— 16 1 172 
150,000 Do. Non- cum. 6 95 Pret. bas 8 ses 6 6 ; 2 — 94 2 — 91 ыз 
125,0007 Do. do. 4} Ретр. Deb. Stock see [I eee ve 102 —105 102 —105 T 
125, 0007 Do. do. 4$ P . 2nd Deb. Btock cee eee 2 97 —100 97 —100 see TP 
$0,000 Oallender’s Oable Construction Nos. 1—30,000 ... 5115$ 15% 164— 173 17 — 18 17H| 17 
40,000 Do. do. b 96 Oum. Pref. ee [III eee eee soe 54— 6 — 6 54 sai 
90,0002 Do. do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red - ve es |o 111 —115 [111—115 Ses 525 
1,969,800 Central London Railwa П Stock СІТІ) eeu ese eee eee 4 % 103 —106 xd 103 —106 1043 1034 
440,100 Do. . do. 4 to Pref. Stock .. ove - eo T 4 95/103 —106 xd/103 —106 1054 | ... 
440,100 Do. do. do. ove coe I ae oon 4 % 101 —104 xd 100 —103 1012 
855,000 | City and Seuth London Railway is s Ч 14%| 2 %| 65 — 68 65 — 68 68 67 
47,500 | Do. do. Ord. shares Nos. 22,501 to 70, 000 .. ni ea ТЕ 6 — 65 64— 6 T sles 
54,000 Crompton & Оо, са S 7200 d£ %| 8% 9 — 33 | 3— 34 | 35 
100,0007 А £100, and 901 to 11, 000 of £50 100 eee eee eee 99 —104 99 —104 eee 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Legt., " A" shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99, 261 6 2399 1— 8 — BP а в. 
17,189 ; Do. do. do. “д” Shares, 01—017, 199 eee 6 2195 TT ` 2 — 3 2 — 8 oe eee 
344,0297 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red „|... | we 78 — 83 |78 — 83 |... |... 
100,0002 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certa, all pd. m - 83 — 88 83 — 88 es - 
112,100 Electric Oonstruction, 1 to 112,100 ... - 6% 6% ... 14— 2 lá— 1i - vis 
81,890 Do. do. И Саш. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... vee oe - x 24— 3 24— 8 T iss 
182, "5001 Do. do. грн 18 Mort. Deb, Stock eon. 200 ove eos 97 —101 97 —101 pee rrr) 
18,000 | General Elec. Оо. (1900) 59 Cum. Pren . E. . | 94—10} | 98—103 | .. | .. 
150,000 Henl БЫ (Чї т) Taleg x Works a [ID езе еее 5 5 '« is — 102 99 —102 oe nee 
35,000 ey" ; egrap or a „ ca 1 20 — 19 18 — 19 183 | 18 
35,000 | Do. | 44 %, Pret. i 25 „ | 5— 6 53— 6 58 | .. 
50, 000] Do. do. 44 Mort. Deb. Stock. .. |112 —116 112 —116 5 T 
50,000 | India-Rabber, dust Percha and 1 Works жаз 16 v 10 9 * | 21 — 22 [21 — 22 Ж 
800,000; Do. do. 4 Ф lst ort. Deb eee ese nee 100 —103 100 —108 eee 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... Vas eee jsi 3% 31% 12% 55— 571 43— 53 . oat 
10,000 |t Do. do, Pref., E10 paid .. ... we . 11 — 111 11 — 111 | E 
7,500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, vol Nos. 1 to 500 eee eee eee eee 154—163 154— 163 eve oon 
SRosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 um. Pref. өзө 06е eee v9 ` eee 19/- to 20/- oo ==.» ° ses 
87,350 | Telegraph 5 and pens eos nes - 15 171 20 Ф| 37 — 40 87 — 40 А уз 
150,000; Do. 4 % Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909  ... is .. 1102 —104 |102 —104 - 
25,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... 12 X .. | 108—114 | 104— 113 n 
20,000 Do. 5% Om. Ри. Nos. 1 to 30000... IM | | 1 6 51— 6 | - T 
540,0001 Waterloo and oy Railway, Ord. Sto — 100 3 * 3 `% 3 qi 9 — 94xd| 91 — 92 931 ! 913 


t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Electric (£10 pà.), Ord., 1443—15. 
bo. do. Pref, Fit: på.) 10110. 


Consolidated Т 
National Electric 


Wiring, 5—1. 


* From Birmingham Sbare List. 


a Acid, Hydrochloric .. oe per owt. 87 . 6/- 
в и R trio oe ee eo per owt, 8 2 
в oe Oxalio oe ee per owt, nd 89/- 
в 89 Sulphuric., ee ee per сті, 5/6 6/6 
â Ва] oe ee ee per owt, l- /- 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. рег ton 898 10 
6 s 1 ee рег ton £80 
de ораш NN 
a о n ee ee 
в Вогах 00 ә ee ee eo per ton £18 £18 
a Bensole (00 95) .. ee ee per gal. 1/- Tli- 
а Copper Bulpha AME NE i mE s 220 10 
a р vk es per ton 
a Lend, Nitrate Re En „ per ton £24 #24 
є „ White Sugar... ee рег ton £81 £81 
a „ Peroxide . es per ton £27 10 £27 10 
" Methylated Spirit ud. ER 900 900 
а Na ven a per gal, 
a Po jr eA agr Bolvens (90%, af 107 per i. Bd, Bd. 
a и astio (15/9096) „ рег ton £24 £A 
@ 22 ee ee per ton £85 £86 
a Sulphate m 3 44 10 44 10 
в per ton 
a вараш, Sublimed Flowers . per ton £6 5 £6 5 
а Recovered .. ee per ton 85 10 £5 10 

Lamp ee per ton £6 #5 
а podi, оо? white 0%) .. perton | £1015 | £10 15 
a 28 өө ee ec per ton £8 £8 
a to, casks .. per lb, 24d, 24d, 

METALS, &о. 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lote per ton £148 £148 
b 70 Wire, in ton lots per ton E24 £224 
b в Sheet, in ton lots per ton #191 £191 | 
p Babbiw's metal ingota.. .. рег ton | 475 to £125| £75 to £12 
в Prass оге ран $012") basis per Ib. а. 64d. 
в d) .. . der lb. tid. 8d. 
8 ; » (solid drawn) .. per lb. 7d. a, 
e 1] Wire ee ee per ib, та. 7 P 
e Oopper Tubes bras . per lb. 54. вда, 
e Lig 90 ( wn) өе 1b, 9d. Bid. 
e Copper Bars (best selected) .. ton £71 £71 
5 левата, 3. Воот ё 00 ım Oo., Led 
Quotations е ушшш 0и Quotations 
d Mesar. F. W. & Bons 
e Messrs, Frederick Smith dico. 


t Unless A stated all shares are fully paid. 


one Construction and Maintenance, 1,—:i. 
4 From Manchester Share List. 


1d. inc, 
14. inc. 
2а. inc. 
| id. ine. 
pen inc. 


This week, Last week. | Ino, or Deo, 


§ From Bradford Share List. 


Bank rate of discount 3 per cent. (February 6th, 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, February 26th. 


METALS, &0, (continued) 


g Copper Sheet ec ee oo per ton 
9 ry} Rod . eo per ton 
2 n ‘Bleotrolytic) Bari, ee per ton 
в и ae ests oe per ton 
9 n» " per ton 
2 и " Н.О, Wire per Ib. 
/ Rod xè .. рет lb. 
ў She et ee ео per 1b. 
n German Silver Wire oe per lb. 
h Gutta-percha fine . - per lb. 
h India-rubber, Para fine . & per lb, 
í Iron, Charcoal Sheets per ton 
$ , Pig (Cleveland warrants) . per ton 
“© „ Forgin h hee to 8 per ton 
„ Scrap, per ton 
é , Wire, реф ЫЎ Мо. В per ton 
g Lead, English Ingot өө ee рег ton 
2 " Bheet өө „ рег ton 
m Manganin Wire No, 28 .. ee рег lb. 
м ө» ee perbot. 
d Mica 112 original cases), small .. per lb 
а Т " " medium per x 
" per ib. 
p Phosphor Bronze plain cast castings per lb, 
p 10 rolled bars & rods . per lb 
p " " . per lb. 
oPlatinum  .. өө por os. 
{ Silicium Bronze Wire per lb, 
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VIBRATION ON THE CENTRAL LONDO 
| RAILWAY. | 


THE following extracts from the report of Lord Rayleigh’s Com- 
mittee on Vibration will be of interest to our readers :— 

„The witnesses all deposed as to the annoyance caused by the 
vibration experienced by them, and they were of opinion that the 
shaking of which they complained was felt most severely when the 
trains first began to run in the morning, again between 5 pm. 
and 8 p.m., and the last thing before the traffic stopped at night. 
This they attributed to the trains being more heavily loaded at 
such times, an opinion which was not supported by the scientific 
evidence subsequently obtained by the Committee, and théy were 
nearly unanimous in stating that at times exceptionally severe 
vibrations occurred for which no reason could be assigned. . . . 

“ Аз а first step, the Committee satisfied themselves by personal 
observation that vibration sufficient to cause serious annoyance is 
actually felt in many of the houses situated along the course of the 
railway. А very little experience further showed that the dis- 
turbances due to successive trains are very unequal. In order to 
ascertain whether the specially severe disturbances could be con- 
nected with particular trains, some elaborate observations were 
instituted in which 10 or 12 observers—many of them pupils of 
Prof. Ewing—were stationed in various houses, and recorded 
during the whole of one day the times of passage of the trains and 
the estimated intensity of the vibrations. A comparison of these 
records with records made at the stations by other obeervers of tbe 
precise times of starting and arrival of the various trains gave 
the means of answering the question proposed. The results, 


analysed by Mr. A. Mallock, who was employed by us for the 


purpose of condusting the details of our investigation, showed 
(a) that it was a matter of chance whether a given train caused 
a slight or a severe vibration; (ф) that trains causing а severe 
vibration in one house were ав likely аз not to cause only slight 


vibration in the others; (c) that different rooms in the same house 


were not similarly affected by the same train. 
“In addition, Mr. Mallock, who had previously, in connection 
with some observations on vibration caused by the running of an 


experimental electrical train on the joint lines of the Metropolitan . 


and Metropolitan District Railway Companies in 1899, devised 
suitable instruments for the purpose, e on behalf of the Com- 
mittee a careful study of the nature and extent of the vibration 
both on the Central London Railway and in adjoining premises, 
and for the sake of comparison made similar observations on the 
Waterloo and City Railway, the Metropolitan Railway, and a por- 
tion of the Great Western Railway where bridge rails similar to 
those used on the Central London Railway аге laid down. . . . 

" One of the most distinct indications from Mr. Mallock’s records 
was the responsibility of the locomotives, as distinguished from the 
carriages, for the worst part of the disturbances, and the attention 
of the Committee was called at an early stage to the excessively 
large load, unrelieved by springs, carried on each axle of the loco- 
motives. The unspring-borne load carried on each of the four 
axles of the locomotive is 3 tons, making 32 tons in all. This con- 
struction was adopted in order to obviate the necessity for gearing, 
and the Committee could not but connect the difficulty with the 
magnitude of this unspring-borne load. This view was in entire 
accordance with the resulta of the experiments on the Metropolitan 
and Metropolitan District Railways to which we have already 
reforred. 9 | 

“The Committee were also anxious to examine the effect of a stiffer 
rail on the Central London Railway iteelf. But although a short 
length would have sufficed, and the company did all that was in 
their power, the experiment could not be carried out. The present 
rail is of the '' bridge " pattern, and room could not be found for the 
greater depth necessary to attain increased stiffness without en- 
cronching too much upon the already narrow margin allowed 
between the tunnels and the tops of carriages. In the opinion of 
the Committee it is unfortunate that so small a margin was provided. 
According to Mr. Mallock's observations of thc air pressure in front 
of the trains, the power required to propel them is much increased 
by the closeness of the fit, so that there would have been compen- 
sation in this direction for some increased cost in constructing 
larger tunnels. 

"As to the cause of the vibration, the problem here differs 
materially from one with which it is sometimes confused, t. e., the 
explanation of the tremors propagated from fast running and im- 
perfectly balanced machinery. In the present case there are no 
reciprocating parts, and the revolving parts are perfectly balanced. 
Moreover, the weight borne on the axles of the locomotives, even 
though unrelieved by springs, will not of itself account for the 
objectionable vibration. If the tires were perfectly circular, and 
the rails in their natural condition were perfectly straight, and 
were во supported as to yield everywhere equally to the load as it 
passed, there would be nothing to cause vibration. When rails are 
supported on transverse sleepers, vibrations corresponding to the 
distance between the sleepers are to be expected, and may in some 
cases be traced; but on the Central London Railway the sleepers 
are longitudinal. It was thought at first that the rail joints, which 
must almost inevitably introduce a varying yield, and which do, in 
fact, cause a good deal of, noise, would prove to be an important 
source of vibration, but Mr. Mallock’s records do not bear out this 
anticipation. Another want of uniformity of support, probably 
operative to some extent, is due to the flanges by which the lengths 
of tube are connected. Where the sleeper crosses the flanges, the 
yielding under load is presumably less than at intermediate places. 

."From measurements made by Mr. Mallock there is reason to 


believe that the principal source of disturbance lies in the uneven- 
ness of the surface of the rails. As they leave the rolls the rails 
are usually curved, and the process of straightening by local bend- 
ing beyond the elastic limit, however skilfully carried out, 
inevitably leaves a certain waviness. As the unspring-borne part 
of the load follows the rail over the crests and hollows of the 
waves, it is subject to vertical accelerations which cause the pressure 


on the support to become variable. When there are no spring». . 
` and the speed is high, a state of things is soon reached in which 


the pressure on the rai! momentarily oe and the load is on 
the point of jumping across the hollows. Such part of the load as 
is carried by suitable springs moves nearly in a horizontal line 
without following the waviness of the rails, and the pressure on the 
rails corresponding to it remains nearly uniform and. accordingly 
innocuous, When very high speeds are contemplated it may 
become a question whether a higher standard in respect to straight- 
ness should not be aimed at. 

“It appears that the irregular impulses given by uneven rail 
surfaces have the effect of establishing and maintaining an oscilla- 
tion of the rails and road bed, the whole being regarded as an 
elastic support loaded with those masses which are not carried by 
springs. This view is borne out by the observed fact that the chief 
oscillations, as recorded in the tunnels, were found to have about 


. the same frequency when the train producing them was run at 


various speeds. 

* The new locomotives were ready for trial in August, and were of 
two types. In one the locomotive is, as before, distinct from the 
passenger cars, but gearing is introduced, so that the electric 
machinery is no longer mounted directly upon the driving axles. 
The unspring-borne load is correspondingly reduced, and amounts 
to 24 tons on each axle, as against 8 tons on each axle of the old 
locomotives. This type, of which there are three specimens, is 
described as the ‘geared’ locomotive. 

" In the other system, known as the ' multiple unit, or motor- 
car system, the locomotive is not distinct, but motors are carried at 
one end of two or more er cars. Inthis case the unspring- 
borne load on each axle of the truck under the motor is 11 tons 
Some further particulars are Bet out in the annexed table. 


WEIGHTS PER AXLE ON THE VARIOUS CLASSES OF ROLLING тос 
REFERRED TO IN THB REPORT. 


Л ` | Weightiper axle in tons. 
Description of rolling stock. ires gro iue mE 
, Spring- Unspring- 
borne. bore. Е) Total 
Gearless locomotive (total weight, | | | 
44 tons) „ . 3 8 11 
Geared locomotive (total weight, | | 
33 tons) ui aa " we | 575 2°5 8°25 
Multiple-unit train (total weight of | 
motor carriage, 20 tong)— | | 
Motor axles (0475. 175 - 65 
Other axles 7 СТ .. 1 94 11 | 35 
Passenger coaches: (total weight, | 
14 tons) in Ju. "dv | 24 11 3:5 


“Observations in the tunnels made by Mr. Mallock for the Com- 
mittee showed, as had been expected, a great improvement. The 
vibrations in the ground decreased in proportion to the unspring- 
borne load ; for the geared locomotive they were less than one-third, 
and for the motor-car train less than one-fifth, of what were caused 
by the ordinary locomotives. Like results were observed in some 
houses which we had previously visited. 

„These observations are set forth in the appendices to the report; 
but we were naturally desirous of making personal comparison of 
the disturbances due to the various types. In order to identify the 
trains, it is almost a necessity to connect by telephone the house in 
which observers are placed with the signal boxes at the neighbouring 
stations. Signals can thus be sent at the moment when a train 
begins to move, and after an interval, which is nearly the same for 
trains travelling in the same direction, any disturbance caused by 
the train in question will be due at the house. We are indebted to 
Mr. Hoghton, of 18, Hyde Park Terrace, and to Mr. Pike, of 4a, 
Marlborough Gate, for allowing telephones to be fitted in their 
houses, and for giving the Committee opportunities for meeting 
there to make the necessary observations, 

„The first observations of this kind were made at Mr. Hoghtou's 
house on November 28th. During some two hours every train 
either way drawn by an ordinary locomotive—gearless—was 
distinctly felt, while of the trains drawn by geared locomotives or 
by motor carriages not one was felt. The result was eminently 
satisfactory so far as it went; but we were desirous if possible of 
distinguishing the effects of the two new types, and it was for this 
purpose that further observations were made at Mr, Pike’s house, 
where former experience had shown tho disturbances to be very 
intense. The difference between the old and the new types was 
maintained, but it became possible to discriminate to some extent 
between the two new types. The passages of the geared locomotives 
were felt slightly in several cases, but in no case was the motor car 
train perceived. 

* In view of these results we have no hesitation in recommending 
the adoption of a type of locomotive or motor in which the load not 
carried on springs is reduced as far as possible. This may be 
arrived at by using gearing as in the geared locomotives or motor 
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Carriages, or by using a gearless locomotive, in which an elastic 
connection is employed between the driving-axle and the motor; 
but we have bad no opportunity of experimenting witha locomotive 
of this type. 

“ In the trials which have been carried out the motor cars were 
found to have an advantage in freedom from vibration over the 
geared locomotive. So far as the Central London Railway is con- 
cerned, we are confident that by adopting motor cars in place of 
the original locomotives the vibration produced by the running of 
trains can be reduced so as to cause no serious annoyance, although 
it is possible that the sound of the trains may still be detected, 
especially in the night. We are able to speak positively as to the 
motor cars; but we have little doubt that any method of driving 
in which the unspring-borne load on each axle is reduced to a 
similazly small quantity might also be used with impunity. 

“Оп the question of the best form of rail and sleeper we hare no 
decisive evidence. We are disposed to prefer a stiffer rail than 
that in use on the Central London Railway, and we think that in 
new undertakings sufficient room should be allowed for the intro- 
duction of & deeper rail; but we are of opinion that, without 
altering the permanent way of the Central London Railway, the 
change of motors which we have recommended will effect a prac- 
tically complete cure of the disturbances complained of. 

In conclusion, we desire to express our thanks to the officials of 
the Central London Railway and other railways for the uniformly 
courteous and zealous manner in which they have received our 
suggestions for experiment, and for help in carrying them out. 
To Mr. Mallock's scientific insight and perseverance such success 
as we have been able to attain in the elucidation of a difficult 
problem is largely due, and in the appendices contributed by him 
to the report will be found valuable material for the guidance of 
future inquirers in this field." 


 EVAPORATIVE SURFACE CONDENSERS. 


A FEW figures of interest appear in Mr. Н. G. Oldham’s paper in 
Feildew's Magazine on Evaporative Surface Condensers,” though we 
can hardly endorse the statement that only recently have steam 
users become alive to the large saving that may be effected by 
condensing. We might correct this by saying that only recently is 
it that steam users have shown their ignorance of the saving to be 
made, and, unfortunately, objections to condensing have come from 
those who should know better. Otherwise, how is it that one sees so 
many electrical plants devoid of condensing facilities, and, where 
such facilities exist, how is it that so little care is taken to render the 
plant efficient by means of air-tight joints ? 

The evaporative condenser is the answer to the stock argument 
that “we have not water sufficient to condense with.” This lame 
excuse is met by the reply that for each pound of steam condensed 
that would otherwise be thrown into the air and lost, only three- 
quarters of a pound of water will be evaporated on the outeide of 
the tubes. Thus, by condensing, at least 25 per cent. of the water 
may be economised, not to name the further economy which results 
from the reduction of the steam used by a condensing, as compared 
with a high-pressure engine. There is a double saving, and as the 


economy due to condensing may reach even 40 per cent., the actual ' 


feed water required may be reduced in cases to one half. Ofcourse, 
an atmospheric condenser can be made to work without the wetting 
of its exterior if only it is large enough, and without water Mr. 
W. G. Walker has stated he obtained 2 lbs. condensation рег sq. ft. 
of tube surface per hour when passing air over the tube surface at 
& velocity of 1,000 ft. per second (? probably per minute is intended). 
About 2,400 cub. ft. of air would be required foreach 1 1b. of steam ; 
thus, for 100 н.р. at 20 lbs. of steam per horse-power hour, there 
would be required 1,000 ft. of surface and 80,000 cub. ft. of air per 
minute. Mr. Longridge found that 2,000 sq. ft. dealt with 60 to 
80 r.H.P. at 25 Ibs. of steam per 1.H.P.-hour without water, and he 
said that without a fan a condenser would work well if it had 
175 sq. ft. of surface for each pound of steam per minute, but this is 
quadruple the area found by Mr. Walker when a fan was used to 
move the air, namely, 30 вд. ft. per 1 1b. per minute. 

Thus, where no water supply is convenient, condensing may be 
effected in dry condensers of about six fold the external surface 
necessary where water is available. The larger the area of con- 
denser the less is the water loss, for more heat is lost to the air. 
The author describes various condensers, and shows how tubes are 
arranged to receive a film of water over their surfaces. 

When pipes are made of thin copper they are very efficient, and 
they are self-cleansing from the scale which deposits out of the 
cooling water owing to their difference of expansion which cracks off 
the scale. 

In a Ledward condenser, tubes of 5 in. diameter are disposed to 
give 11,800 sq. ft. of area, and 30,000 gallons of water per hour is 
circulated over this surface, and condenses 26,000 lbs. of steam. 
When condensing 20,000 lbs. of steam per hour the vacuum was 
26 in. It is hardly necessary to say that so great an extent of sur- 
face probably implies many tube joints, and care is demanded that 
all joints should be airtight, or but a poor vàcuum will be secured. 
The author suggests separators for the purpose of cleansing the 
exhaust steam of oil. Our opinion is that, as he says, the 
separator is superior to filtration. Separators are vo'y efficient in 
removing oil from exhaust steam. 


THE DESTRUCTIVE AND LETHAL EFFECTS 
OF HIGH-PRESSURE" CURRENTS. f 


By Ов. MARGARET A. CLEAVES. 


(Concluded from page 316.) 


Resuscitation. As to resuscitation after electric shock, an 
analysis of the work of the different experimenters instanced in 
this paper points very clearly to the inefficiency of artificial 
respiration when there has been a purposed application of a lethal 
current; and an analysis of the accidents occurring from electric 
currents points to the same conclusion. 

D'Arsonval, in 1887, and later in 1894, voiced the opinion that 
after an electric shock the individual should be treated by means of 
artificial respiration, as in the case of the drowned, “since the con- 
dition after the shock is one of suspended animation, in which the 
respiratory function is suspended.” 

In the light of the experiments quoted in this paper, such a pro- 
cedure сап be regarded only as unphysiological and ineffective. It 
has been pointed out that in rare instances in which the current for 
a long time passed through the brain and upper part of the spinal 
cord, but where the heart does not lie in the conducting path, arti- 
ficial respiration might be of avail. In accideuts in which there is 
but a momentary contact with a current of high pressure artiticial 
respiration is always indicated. But when the current has exerted 
its power mainly upon the heart and the latter has ceased to beat, 
artificial respiration will do no harm, but we can scarcely expect 
that it will do any good. Finally, in those cases in which there has 
been an actual mechanical and disruptive action, death is absolute 
and artificial respiration valueless. ` 

It has been shown that after a brief application of an electric 
current to the exposed heart of a dog, a brief period of fibrillation 
may be followed by the reappearance of a few co-ordinated heart 
beats (Herbst and McWilliams). "Should this occur,” says Cun- 
ningham, “before the general blood pressure has become greatly 
diminished, it is possible that the disturbed .cireulation might be 
restored. Once, however, it has fallen to zero the right heart be- 
comes so Over-distended with venous blood, which may coagulate in 
a few moments, that even though one or morc fecble, co-ordinated 
beats occur, the overfilled right heart cannot empty itself with 
sufficient rapidity tbrough the lungs so that the left ventricle can 
produce enough pressure in the aorta for the necessary blood to be 
forced through the coronary circulation rapidly enough for the spon- 
taneously restored co-ordinate contractions to be maintained.” 

In those cases in which artificial respiration is indicated, inhibi- 
tion of the respiratory centre (Laborde’s method), which Laborde 
called the physiological treatment of death (I. e., rhythmic traction 
of the tongue), should be practised. ; 

When the action of the electrical current has been upon the 
heart, the indication is to restore the cireulation—1not only of the 
nervous system, but also of the heart—as quickly as possible, in 
order that the latter may quickly recover its co-ordinated contracs 
tions. There is but one way in which this may possibly be accon- 
plished, viz., by the establishment of a temporary circulation of a 
fluid which will feed the heart and nervous system until the former 
has sufficiently recovered to perform its function. “Of all the 
various fluids recommended for intravascular injection, the defibri- 
nated blood from another animal of the same species is the only one 


capable of maintaining the circulation. The mere arterial injec- 


{өп of warm, defibrinated blood would not auswer, for the injected 
blood. after passing through the capillaries, accumulates in the 
venous system and in the distended right heart until fiually the 
veins rupture or the general vascular pressure equals the pressure 
of the blood being injected. The over-distention of the heart 
prevents the re-establishment of the coronary circulation, an 
element of greater importance in establishing the co-ordinated 
heart beat. | à 

“ This enormous increase in the pressure could be prevented only 
by the establishment of an outlet in the right ventricle for tho 
injected defibrinated blood. With such au outlet the oxygenated 
blood would circulate through the coronary arteries and the nervous 
System, but naturally there would be no pulmonary circulation, 
Under these circumstances artificial respiration would be of no 
avail, save possibly to assist the cutilow from the heart.” 

Owing to these very serious obstacles, the matter of resuscitating 
the heart's action by perfusion ot defibrinated blood becomes at 
once absolutely impracticable. The solution of the problem as а 
mere laboratory experiment is a totally different matter. 

The observation of the fact that the employment of oseillatery 
currents of bish potential favours the recovery of а tibrillating 
don heart, and of the resulis obtained by the use of sych currents 
in therapeutic work, suggests the possibility that a similarly favour- 
able effect may be produced in the human being in cases in which 
the heart bas not been too profoundly affected. Experimental work 
in this direction could not tail to be of value, no matter what might 
be the conclusion reached. Further experimental researches into 


* In every instance in which authorities quoted have used the 
word “tension” in relation to an electric current, the writer has 
substituted “pressure,” in order that the terminology may be 
exact. 

1 Handbook of the Medical Sciences. [ U. S. A. 

t For a detailed account of the apparatus to be used in the 
laboratory for the recovery of animals the subject of experiment, 
sec Cunninghams article, New York Medicel Journal, October 21st 
and 28th, 1399. 
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Circumstances. Post-mortem findings. 


Reference. i Current, | Symptoms. Result. Treatment. 

1. R. W. Pope: Accidental contact 2, 100 volts, al- Not given; found dead. ' Death. Deep ragged scratch on right band 
New York Sun, with wire in cellar; ternating | and electrical burn; other шіцог 
October l4th, . of residence; heard | from con- | burns. 

1895. to fall; found dead. verter;leak. » | ‚ 
; gage possible. ' | | 

3. New York Faulty connections of 2,000 volts, al- Felt smarting pain їп pen of right Recovery. .. is З а ee - . Morphine, 
Sun, January | wires. Current pas- ternating. hand; no other pain for some min- ^ brandy, sina- 
22nd, 1896. sed direct from dy- utes, then dizzy and fainted ; soon pisus to 

namo to switch, | ‚ recovered. Later spasms of pain in p.wcordium, 
omitting trans- injured arm, running across breast 
former ; switch han- , to heart, which felt as if grasped in - $ 
dle grasped. a vice. Red marks, shape and size 
of banana, under each ear: sene i- 
tive. On left arm, midway between 
! i shoulder and elbow, two irregular | | 
| black and blue marks clost together, | 
| 1 dy z in. Around these flesh in- 
| | ' flamed and puffed up. Spasms of , | - 
: ! pain, 40 at intervals of a few | 
| minutes; entire left side numb; : 
; blind 45 minutes; deirious some | 
| | ' hours; later, for several hours, un- А 
P P able to speak. 

8. D'Arsonval: Man sat astride of bar 4,500 volts, 750 Apparent death. Lungs began to act Recovery. is . Artificial re- 
Comptes ren- connecting wires, ma., fre- almost at once after artificial re- ў s piration. 
dus de l'Acad. telephone wire in quency 55 spiration began; burn on right hand Method of 
des Sciences, hand which touched periods per and buttock. Laborde. 
1894, p. 1199. another conductor, second, du- > | After two 

тогоп seve- | | ; hours, spoke. 
| ral minutes. : , 

4. Cardew: Rubbing dust off high- 2,000 volts, al- Uttered loud cry; lost consciousness; | Death. No: given vs "" Artificia 
London ELEC- : ressure “ terminal ternating. remained standing leaning against | respiration. 
TRICAL RE- ard.” Neglect of i the terminals. | i 
n euh стаен rubber gloves. | | 

е 1895 : | . " 
2 See ошар. stringing Not given. Not given 5% be ve 825 Death. . 21 nonn MEE death. араса оше Not given. 

ondon, Lan- telegraph wires. f on le orefinger. Marked rigor : 
cet, August | mortis; intense ecchymosis on de- 

815%, 1895. | | endent parts. Hypervenosity of 
| s | „blood; venous engorgement of 

i А | “lungs; blood: extravasated into 
| | | common sheath of carotid and 
| | | vagus nerves on both sides. Sym- | 
3 | : | | | | Bieten hemorrhages along spinal , 

| : : ies ; — : 

6. Shield and Manipulation of elec- Not given. Not given. No alteration perceptible | Death. 40 hours after death. Rigor mortis Not given, 

Delphine: trical machine, acci- in texture of clothes nor in metallic | marked; great cutaneous con- 
Erit. Medical dental putting self , Substances on the person. | gestion; on left index finger small 
Journal, 18-5, in circoit. A | blister; appearance of burn, but no , 
Vol. i., p. 531. ' i | | | redness around it; no charred 

: i smell; muscles of thorax firm and 
resistant to knife; internal viscera 
i | | healthy; extreme fluidity of 
| ты blood; heart uncontracied ; fibres 
| | | under microrcope normal: micro- | 
| scopic examination of sections of 
| | | | region of blister showed marked | 
' | | differences from common burn. 
~ | . ‚ | | (Described in detail.) : | 

7. Clowes: Lon-, Making connections 2, 000 volts, al- Fell to one side as in a fit; five min- Death. Three days after death. Rigor mortis Arti ficial 
don Lancet, with house for street ternating, utes after, heart and respiration | marked; decomposition not ad- respiration 
December current. , 10,000 per | were stopped; surface congested; | vanced; burns as described, dee for one hour, 
15th, 1892. 10 a n ute, pupils Шона rapide not 2 | and шг ері оер © pal- oS response ; 

er ; sine e gas; palm an mar surface burne ack and se- strycnnine 
secondi" | first two fingers of left hand burned; | | уа, dorsal surface, epidermis hypodermic- 
i | |, fingers flexed ; clothing notburned. | - i estroyed in small circular spot; ally. Faradic 
| | ' ecchymosis and swelling on right current to 
* | | frontal eminence; vessels of scalp, præcordium, 
| | i meninges, brain, and brain sub- | 
| | | stance congested and full of liquid 
| | d blood; lateral sinuses full of blood: | 
| | | | mucous membranes, larynx, trachea, | 
| | and bronchi congested: lungs loaded 
| | with dark blood; heart not con- 
| | ; tracted, but cavities completely | 
| | empty; deficiency of blood in large 
| | | vessels; liver congested and dark . 
| " ! red; spleen large &nd engorged | 
\ | | with blood; kidneys large and con- 
| ! | | gested; complete fluidity and dark 
| | 3 colour of blood; not a clot found in 
| | А А оау. 
8. New York Boy 9 years old, 10, 000 volts. | Immediately swung off into the air; Recovery, ' .. or oo Мм» oe T .. | After boy sup- 
Herald, May caught hold of elec- | | smoke arising from the wire at point ; posed to be 
tric light wire pas- of contact. Boy'shold not loosened dead, arti- 


Bist, 1901. 1 
| until hands were pounded; body ' | 


fical respir- 
dropped apparently lifeless. 


sing over roof; in- 
sulation insufficient. ation prac- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| tised; 
| 
| 
| 


semi- 
| conscious- 
| , y | ness pro- 
i duced, con- 
| | tinuing 4 
| З i hourg or 
9. Kolben: у Workman in potash 95 ог 96 volts, | .. [Death. | more (not 
Electrical: and alcohol plant alternating. S nd definitely 
World and En- stood on iron tank | Р : . stated). 
gineer, March covered with soda ` | 
I7tb, 1900, vol. lye of good con- | 
xxxv., No. 11, ductivity; boots | | 
p. 411. Elek. wrapped with rags | | | - ' 
Zeit., Feb. of twilled linen; | 
15th, 1900. |.  drunkard, | | 
! ' | 
10. W. S. Hed- , Casually placed hand 2,500 volts, Found himself standing on the floor, Recovery. " ' 
ley: London on metal corner of alternating. | forearm drawn up to chest, hands 
Lancet, Dec- ammeter, and, turn- ' clenched; froin above elbow down- 


ward described feeling of pulsation 
and violent beating in synchronism 
with alternations (83 periods per 
second); power of movement below 
elbow lost, but arm at shoulder 
could be moved; pulsation soon be- 
came Jess violent and motor power 
returned successively in the muscles 
of forearm, wrist, and fingers. In 
` three minutes completely restored. 
No sensation of burning at the time, 
but in ten minutes hands became 
painful and examination revealed 
i burn on tip of left middle and ring 
| | fingers, with scarred line across 
lower portion of palm. Since ac- 
| ' cident. claims to feel better in 

| 

| 


ing. placed other 
hand on iron pillar. 
Ammeter case in 
accidental metallic 


ember Sth, : 
1 
| 
| contact with light 
t 


leads and return 
wire was earthed by 
with 


contact iron 


l post, 


general health. | 
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Circamstances. | 


Reference. Current. Symptoms Post-mortem findings. Treatmert. 
i l 4 

11. London Assistant in electrio 3,000 volts Instantaneous death Death. Cauterized wound on knuckle of left 

Elac. Rev., light station acci- alternating. forefinger. Heart emoty of blood: 
February 23rd, dentally put hand | several small blood vessels 
1900. on spring on switch- shattered. 

board. No insula- 

d: , tion on floor. 

12. London Victim found dead 700voltsdircct Instantaneous death Death. 
Exec. Rkv. with wire grasped current. 
June l65th, in left band, which 
1900. was used to draw | Ы ; 

arc amp up and 

down; leakage to, 

^ wire. | 

18. London  Employó at electric Not given. Instantaneous death Death. Not stated їз 7 Artifical res- 
Eure Rev., light station. . piration one 
August бі, . hour. 

1897, | ! i 
| | ; 

14. London Employé at elec- 2,000 volts Instantaneous death Death. Thumb of right band with portion of 
Erec. Rev., trio light station, high - pres- joint burned off; tracing up arm 
June 8га, switched off trans- ‚ Sure, con- where electricity ran; skin ресей. 

1899. former without tinuous cur- off 
| gloves. | rent. ' | 

15. London | Wireman working in 1, 500 v ts. ' Spoke after shock but died immedi- Death. Left heart empty; blood did not co- None. 
ELEC. Rev.,. transformer cham- ately. agulate. Rigor mortis strong after . 
September ber caught hold of 19 hours. Brain and other organs 

2nd, 1898. fuse handle; was ' congested. 

From Cape removing some tem- | 
Times, August porary electrical ! | | | 
Sth, 1898. apparatus which | | 

had been used at a | ' 
ball at Government ' ' 
House; rubber mat . | | | 
and rubber gloves | i 
within reach but not | 
| used. | t 
16. London ' Electric wireman fell 1, 000 volts. Found dend in semi-reclining position Death. Not given. 
Fiero. Rv, across terminals of A 
October 21st, | one of the machines 
1898. in electric supply | 
| station; was cross- 
ing wires leading , i 
to a switchboard. 

17. London | Sub-foreman at elec- Not stated.  Instantancous death .. Death. Burn between thumb ard index Artificial res- 
Erec. Rev., trio light station; | | finger of left hand. piration. 
July 24th, neglect of rubber i ! Time not 
1896. | i gloves in making a | ‚ | given. 

! connection. | 

18. London Workman making 2,000 volte. Death. Artificial res- 
Erec. Rav., temporary point on j pira ion. 
January 6tb, | high pressure cable. | ‚ 

18 e | | 
Ё | б. , | | 

19. London , Accidental contact 4,000 to 5,(09 Fell immediately but rose, took three Death. . Artificial re- 
Exerc. Rev., with wires of aro, volts. or four steps, and sank unconscious. | | spiratiou. 
January 27th, lamp circuit. | | Died on 
1889. | . removal toa 

— | | place of shel- 
| ter. Time 
| | | | not stated. 

9. London A beam fell upon wires 2,400 volts, Instantaneous death in the three Death. А 
ЕһЕС. REV, carrying them down | alternating cases. | 
September upon workman, who current. 

? 1898. was killed. The | ` 
L'Industriíe other workmen who 
Eleciríque. went to his assist- | 
ance were killed. 

21. Revue Scien- Grasped two large Secondary No burn. Thrown to tho ground hv Recovery. 
tiique, May electrodes; current current from general muscular tetanus; could 
18th, 1901. passed two or three a Ruhmkorff not cry out; Jost sensation of upper 
(Variétiés.) seconds before coil, excited limbs and trunk; perturbation of 
(“Souvenirs turned off. by alterna- vertical and colour sense; uncon- 
d'un Electro- ting current, scious & few seconds; no pain. On i 


cuté.“) 110 volts, 42 
periods per 


found them paralysed. 
second, 


trying to move arms and hands 


Hyperres- 


thesia to cold; loss of tactile een: i- 


about 20 ma., bi'ity and muscular sense; hyperie- 
primary cur- mia of hands and forearms. In 
rent 50 am- three to four minutes arms re- 
peres. covered mobility; 15 minutes hands 


the - ame; some hours after inter- 


ossei recovered. 


Same time, three 


to 15 minutes, tactile sense and 


muscular sense recovered. 


Heat 


sense returned to normal half- an- 


hour later. 


and a half after, 


At this time on trying 
to walk out of breath. 


One hour 


tachycardia, 


arrhythmia, continuing until next , 


day; stopped suddenly. 


lasted 86 hours. 


the mechanism of death are also desirable. Huwever, if we are to 
obtain further knowledge as to when an attempt at resuscitation is 
likely to prove successful, we must not only extend our experi- 
mental researches, but we must also observe with greater care and 
with more scientific accuracy the phenomena resulting from acci- 
dental contact with industrial currents, and we must study more 
closely the post-mortem conditions. It is also desirable that neen- 
rate observations and records should be made of all the conditions 
of the conducting circuit, of the character and pressure of the cur- 
rent, of the current strength or amperes, of the position and nature 
of the contacts, and also of the duration of the contact. Such 
accumulated evidence should be of value in establishing the fact 
of death and determining its mechanism, or in indicating, in cases 
of apparent death, the phenomena which warrant the hope that 
c {forts at resuscitation will prove successful. 

The accompanying table of accidents from electric currents has 
been largely made up from cases described in medical and electrical 
journals, In all accounts of accidents, whether mortal or not, the 
data given have been found to be very meagre, and the table, though 


Lassitude 


very incomplete, is as full and exact as the data furnished would 
admit of. There is also in both medical and electrical literature a 
striking dearth of detailed cases and even of any mention of ассі- 
dents, which leads to the assumption that they are comparatively 
rare. 
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WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY AND SUBMARINE 
єз CABLES. | 


By EMILE GUARINI. 


PEOPLE bave made, are making, and will continue to make for some 
time yet, various criticisms upon, and objections to, trans-Atlantic 
wireless telegraphy, or, to speak more generally, to trans-oceanic 
wireless telegraphy. i ; 

These criticisms and objections come under three very distinct 
headings, which must not be confounded. in any way, i.e. :— 

1. The possibility of trans-oceanic wireless telegraphy. 

2. The technical side of the question. 

3. The commercial side of the question. 

As to the possibility of trans-Atlantic or trans-oceanic wireless 
telegraphy, we can already feel assured of it. Many of the 
sceptics who did not believe in this possibility—were there not 
people about half a century ago who did not believe in the possi- 
bility uf laying the Atlantic cable, now quite an everyday occur- 
rence—believe in it now ? 

But there are others who do not yet believe in this possibility. 


Why not? If they did, they would take care not to say so, and 


with good reason. As a rule, any invention that seems likely to 
upset the existing order of things meets with three kinds of oppo- 
nents :— 

1. Systematic opponents, who are unfortunately numerous. Th-y 
never give in, for when it bas been shown them unmistakably that 
what they thought impossible has really been done, they raise fresh 
objections, and bring forward something—impossible to them— 
tbat has not yet been done; can everything be done at once? 

2. Great savants and the ignorant: the former understand too 
much, the latter understand nothing at all—so much the better for 
them ! 

3. Those to whose interest it is not to understand. 

One thing, however, can console us: there always have been— 
and probably there always will be—objectors of this class. Besides, 
is it not better that it should be so? Does not discussion make 
the truth shine out more clearly, and does not what is bad make 
what is good stand out more distinctly ? 

We are not now going to consider—we shall return to this point 
later - whether in going from Lizard Point to St, John's, New- 
foundland, the electro-magnetic waves are propagated from below, 
from above, or through the sea water, or whether the effect is due 
to a diffraction (in which case the waves must have surmounted an 
obstacle of 225 km.). 

For those, therefore, who still decline to believe in the possi- 
bility of trans-oceanic wireless telegraphy, we have only one argu- 
ment to bring forward. At the beginning of wireless telegraphy, 
when the distance between the two communicating stations was 
only a few kilometres (5 km.), the distance of 300 km. (a distance 
undoubtedly attained between Lizard Point and St. Catherine's 
Point, Isle of Wight) would no doubt have seemed something 
extraordinary, but it would have been rash to say, as some did say, 
that wireless telegraphy through the air would пеге" accomplish 
such a distance, 


It is a great mistake to try to judge the future of a new inven- 


_tion by what it is, and not hy what it may become, with the aid of 


successive improvements. We have only to recall tho great diffi- 
culties, with regard to its applications as much as to its technical 
development, encountered at the commencement by ordinary tele- 
graphy, in order to convince ourselves of the truth of what we 
have just asserted. | 

Now a distance of 300 km., in comparison with a distance of 
5 km., is much greater than 3,350 km. (the distance from Lizard's 
Point to 8t. John's, Newfoundland) in comparison with 300 km. (a 
distance which, as we have already said, has undoubtedly been 
attained, at sea, be it understood). In short, the ratio of 300 (the 
distance that was being attempted seven years ago) to 5 (the dis- 
tance attained in 1895 by Marconi at Bologna) is 60, whereas tbe 
ratio of 3,350 (the distance in question now) to 300 (the distance 
attained up to now) is only 11, i.e., about one-sixth of the first ratio. 
We may therefore conclude that if wireless telegraphy has already 
made an advance with respect to distance equal to 60 times what 
had already been achieved, it can certainly be expected to accom- 
plish a distance 11 times as great as in previous attempta. 

The criticisms and objections relating to the technical side of the 
question are :—(1) The installations are affected by bad weather; 
(2) the speed of transmission is not very great; (3) a large amount 
of energy is required, whereas in ordinary telegraphy a small 
amount is sufficient; (4) there ia no secrecy with regard to the 
Cespatches; (5) the communications can be interfered with and 
rendered unintelligible; (6) the atmospheric electricity has a 
disastrous effect upon the system. Fortunately, the objections stop 
here. It would be out of place to discuss here the opinion of various 
experts—really competent men moreover—who have asserted that 
if wireless electric telegrapby had preceded the ordinary tele- 
graphy, the latter would have been considered an advance upon 
the former. ! 

This is a theorem which has yet to be demonstrated. While we 
are waiting for this demonstration—which will perhaps never 
arrive—we may say at once that if there is any comparison to be 
made between submarine cables and wireless telegraphy, the latter 
must be considered from the point of view of what it will be, what 
it is capable of becoming, and not from the point of view of what 
it is now. Otherwise, no comparison would be possible, for the 
simple and good reason that the cable industry is one which has 
been brought to a high degree of perfection, whereas wireless tele- 
graphy is in its childhood, n new industry, and therefore' one 
capable of improvement. 

It ів true, to a certain extent, that wireless telegraphy installa- 
tions are affected by changes in the weather. If, for instance, we 
used as formidable an installation as that established by Marconi 
at Lizard Point, which we know has on several occasions been 
damaged by wind, this objection would be justified. But it must 
not be forgotten that this was only a provisional installation made 
for the purpose of ascertaining what was necessary for trans- 
Atlantic communication. Who can say that soon a small radiator 
suitably fixed and worked will not suffice to transmit the energy 
required to influence, and possibly to work, a receiver at New York 
and vice versá. Ате not the practical and commercial installations 
of the present day (for wireless telegraphy) much more simple than 
thcse of three years ago? Thus we see—to give one example— 
that whercasthe regulation of the stations was effected by broad 
metal bands placed on each side of the antenna in the experiments 
of 1899 across the Channel, it is now done by means of the cou- 
densers and self-induction coils in the station itself. This is, of 
course, a great step in advauce. Moreover, it must not be forgotten 
that cables are subjected to many injurious influences which can 
only be avoided to a very limited extent, which is clearly shown 
by the fact that every week the electrical journals in England, for 
instance, give a long list of interrupted services. In fact, the cable 
is subject to deterioration caused by :— - 

1. Rubbing on the rocks and stones at the bottom of the sea, 
suspension over & submarine valley, insufficient alackness of the 
cable during submersion, damage caused by icebergs coming from 
the poles, volcanic eruptions, and submarine subsidences. 

2. Anchors cast accidentally on the path of а cable, and by fish- 
ing and coral-fishing apparatus. . 

3. Submarine animals, some of which, such as the teredos, the 
xylophagi, and the limnoria, eat into the core of the cable or its 
protecting envelopes, and others, such as sbarks, sword-fisb, and 
whales, come accidentally in contact with the cables. 

4. Breakages in the conductor, and faults latent in the cable since 
its construction, and becoming apparent after a more or less pro- 
tracted immersion. 

In wireless telegraphy—as there is no wire—none of these dis- 
advantages exist. 

The question of speed of transmission we have treated in a 
former note (January 31st). Do not let us forget that at first the 
dynamo gave out only some hundredths of the energy employed, 
and that the trans-Atlantic submarine cable of 1858 only trans- 
mitted one word a minute, so that it took 30 hours to send Presi- 
dent Buchanan’s telegram, which was not an unusually long one. 

With regard to duplex communication, we have been reminded— 
and justly—that the great advantage of this system consists in 
sending messages simultaneously in opposite directions. We have 
said that at present this is not possible with wireless telegraphy. 


But we will complete our reply. We have said that it is not yet pos- 


sible because it has not yet been done, aud not because it is impos- 
sible that it should be done. 


What is really the problem to be solved? We have A and B, 


{жо stations, each provided with a transmitter and a receiver (wc 


say one, but we might have said several); it is required that А sbail 
transmit to B at the same time as B transmitsto A. What is neces- 
sary in order to do this ? 
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Merely that the recciver of each station shall not be influenced by 
the transmitter of the same station. Well, Marconi said during 


his conference at the Society of Arte on syntonic wireless telc-. 


graphy, May 15th, 1901, that “if a transmitter and a receiver differ 
very much in their periods, the receiver will only be influenced 
within 50 metres." "Thus—it seems to me—the solution is easy. 
The transmitter at A is syntonised with the receiver B at accord- 
ance 1 and the receiver at A is syntonised with the transmitter nt B 
at accordance 2. These two accordances differ greatly from one 
another. This being done, we have only to separate the receiver 
and transmitter at each station by a sufficient distance in order to 
get duplex communication as in ordinary telegraphy. 

Another way (especially applicable when instead of one there are 
at each station several receivers and transmitters) is to keep the 
apparatus and the antennm near to one another and use oue of the 
protecting appliances described in my English patent (1,555— 1900), 
or іп the note which, jointly with Poncelet, I submitted to the 
Académie des Sciences, Paris, in September, 1900 (No. 13, pp. 
540—541). 

The question of energy (in Marconi's recent experiment it was 
probably 150 watts x = = about 25 н.р.) was fully discussed 
in my former note. I may here add two remarks :—(1) First comes 
the fait accompli—the achievement of trans-Atlantic wireless tele- 
graphy, even if it had required 1,000 m.r.—the next consideration 
is simplifications and improvements. First the complex, then the 
simple. (2) The fact that the energy increases with the square of 
the distance only applies when curved surfaces are used as radiators. 
A plane surface gives parallcl radiations (see M. Tommasina's photo- 
graph of the waves and my English patent No. 1,555—1900). 

There are three methods of ensuring se-recy with regard to the 
dispatches :—(1) Syntonisation, which, however, only ensures it to 
а very limited extent; we shall see why presently; (2) indirect 
methods, such as those proposed by Messrs. Blondel, Tommasi, 
Tegon, «о, ; ; (3) the directed wave, which, in my humble opinion, 
is the only. way that solves satisfactorily the problem of absolute 
secrecy with regard to the dispatches and that of multi-communi. 
cation in opposite directions (patent 1,552—1900). We shall go 
more into detail on this point in a subsequent note. The question 
of confusion of messages also enters into that of scerecy, for which 
reason we shall revert. to it later. 

Lastly, there remains the question of the influence of atmospheric 
electricity on the radio-conductors. This is a very interesting 
question, of capital importance in wireless telegraphy (through 
imperfect contacts rendered conductive under the influence of 
electro-magnetic waves), and as it-is very much under discussion 
just now, and the opinions expressed are far from agreeing with 
one another, we will go into ita little further here, at the same time 
reserving it for a future occasion to go into the subject more in 
detail. When we speak of the effects of the atmospheric electricity 
on the radio-conductors, we must distinguish carefully between 
(1) Lightning; (2) Silent atmospheric electricity, or, in other words, 
the charge received by the antenna under the influence of the elec- 
tricity with which the atmosphere is charged. 

In the case of lightning, the effects must be classified as follows: — 
(1) Destructive effects; (2) Disturbances of the communications. 
The first part of the question, as stated by the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
іп the editorial of January 1st, was discussed by Marconi at the 
Institution of Electrical Engincers, in March, 1899. We may add 
that nothing prevents us from using a lightning conductor at the 
top of the antenna, and insulated from it. It is, moreover, 
evident that lightning must act upon a receiver as on any 
other conductor. Lightning is not, however, so very frequent, and 
it possibly would oot cause a greater derangement or interruption 


than is produced by storms on ordinary telegraph and telephone . 


services. Moreover, one method of limiting the effects of lightuing 
(for fixed stations at least) would be to surround the antenn:e with 
suitable protecting sheaths. By virtue of the property of hollow 
conductors the receiver would then only be affectcd by flashes of 
lightning coming from the side where the sheath is open. 

The effects of silent atmospheric electricity would be more 
disastrons—since more frequent—if suitable -means were not 
employed to guard against its influence. There are various 
methods employed for this purpose, all more or less efficacious. 
Thus, for iuetance, we get better results if we use very short 
antenne, if we avoid points, if we use coherers of mean sensibility 
(2.е., having a higher critical teusion than in eoberers that are extra 
sensitive), and, lastly, if we use horizontal antenne. 

But the two most efficacious methods of guarding against the 
effects of silent atmospheric electricity consists either in con- 
necting the antenna to eartb, as Tesla, Marconi, and Slaby do (we 
will elsewhere indicate several modes of accomplishing the same 
purpose,, or in insulating the coherer from the earth (in the case of 
direct connection between the coherer and the antenna). In tbis 
last case, as shown by personal experiments and by a note presented 
by Prof. Tommasina to the Académie des Sciences, Paris, December 
9th, 1901, tlie coherer is no longer influenced by silent atmospheric 
electricity (with the exception of sudden variations of potential). 
This is easily explained. he coherer being insulated, its two 
terminals are almost at the same potential, whereas when it is con- 
nected to earth one of the two terminals is at zero potential, and 
the difference of potential between tLe terminal connected to earth 


and that conmected with the antenna may be sufficient to affect’ 


the coherer, ze, it may be higher than the critical tension of the 
latter. 

While we are waiting to be able to give a more ample demon- 
stration of what we have just advanced, we may conclude that the 
effects of atmcsplherie electricity on the wireless telegraphy receivers will 
not be more disastrous than they are iw ordinary telegraphy. 


The commercial side of the question, the future, the possibilities 
of wireless telegraphy, are also very much discussed. The discussion 
is all the keener on account of the fall that has taken place in the 


value of submarine cable shares. Isthis fall justified? Yes, reply 


the wireless telegraphists; no, say those intere:ted either directly 
or indirectly in submarine cables. The journals interested endeavour 
to allay the panic. This is done with a good motive, and people 
undoubtedly impartial and not interested could not do otherwise. 
Ts it not the duty of every physician to attend the sick, and of every 
man of feeling to help the mortally wounded? But has the sub- 


marine cable received its death-blow at the hands of wireless tele- 


graphy ? To answer this question logically, we must first ascertain 
whether this fall in cable shares is caused by fears for the present or 
by the possibility of rivalry in a more or less distant future. If the 
fall is caused by fears for the present, it is evidently not justified 
yet, at least, since wireless talegraphy has still to realise several 
desiderata, desiderata which, without any doubt, will be realised. 
They will be realised, for the past has clearly shown us that every 
scientific problem, once clearly stated, is half solved. 

If,on the other hand, the fall is caused by the possibility of 
rivalry in a more or less distant future, it is perfectly justitied. 

Finally, if we admit :—(1) that wireless telegraphy has great pos- 
sibilities ; (2) that the fall is caused by the possibility of rivalry in 
the future ; (3) that the fall is not justified ; then there is only one 
hypothesis possible—that the cable companies should themselves under- 
take wireless telegraphy. Why not, if they find it more economical. 
Will the existing cables be renewed? That remains to be seen. 
Will wireless telegraphy be used for new installations? ` Yes, cer- 
tainly, if it is found to be better. But is wireless telegraphy, or 
can it be, better than ordinary telegraphy ? We are trying to show 
that it can. But that wireless telegraphy is more economical 
than ordinary telegraphy seems to us an axiom. The con- 
trary seems a theorem incapable of proof, although it is 
given as the corollary of a demonstrated theorem, since all 
—even very competent experts, and we are far from claiming 
to be considered such, and only put forward our very humble 
opinion — urge that as electricity has not dethroned gas, so 
wircless telegraphy will not dethrone the submarine cable. In this 
argument there seems to us a very obvious error. It is a well- 
known fact that electricity possesses enormous advantages over gas. 
But if electricity has not dethroned gas, it is because electricity is 
more expensive than gas. Now, wireless telegraphy is less expen- 


sive than ordinary telegraphy, and if, as we believe, telegraphy 


without а conductor is ketter than the submarine cable, it is evident 


that it will supplant the latter, at any rate, for new installations. 


It has been pointed out to us that we have confused overiand services 
with submarine cables. If we spoke of the price per km. for land 
wires (mean price 700 fr, but in countries like the Congo amounting 
to 3,000 fr.), it was because it seemed to us inadmissible that 
every km. of cable should cost 608 fr., that is, less than the land 
wires. 

On looking into the figures, we find that L' Electricien has taken 
as dollars what should be pounds. "The price per kilometre of cable 
thus resolves itself into 


1,025,000,000 
200, 000 x 1:855 


and the cable between Lizard Point and St. J бй в, Newfoundland 
(3,350 km.), would cost (taking into account the same considerations 
аз before), 3, 269,450 fr., instead of 2,036,000 fr, which confirms 
what we said before, that ordinary telegraphy costs much more— 
and with good reason—than wireless telegraphy. Mr. Ward has 
been reproached with going a little too far when he said that if 
the trans-Atlantic experiments in wireless telegraphy had been 
made sooner, it would not have been necessary to call upon the 
shareholders for the 107 million francs required for the Pacific 
cable. 

Mr. Ward’s language seems to us that of a conscientious man. 
Why, indeed, should 107 million francs be expended when the 
installation can perhaps be established with an expenditure of 
one million? in other words, if a dividend 107 times as great 
could be distributed among the shareholders with the cheaper kind 
of transmission ? This is a question that affords scope for reflection, 
even now that all preparations are made for the laying of the 
Pacific cable. It cannot, perhaps, be said as yet that the expenses 
of laying a cable exceed those of the installation of a wireless tele- 


= 2,767 fr., 


graphy service, even if we take into account that the material ready 


for use can be utilised in other branches of human activity. I am 
quite of the opinion of Mr. Mervyn O’Gorman, that it is deeply to 
be regretted that the science is not where the capital is, or, what 
comes to the same thing, that the capital is not where the 
science is. 

The coherer is destined to render great service in ordinary tele- 
graphy, and especially in submarine cables. These services are of 
two kinds: (1) the coherer can be employed asa very sensitive 
relay; (2) the coherer can render multi- communication possible, i.e., 
increase the efficiency of an existing cable. I will give further 
details on this subject. 

With regard to the application of Hertzian waves to submarine 
cables, I wrote a note in the ELECTRICAL Review for January 18th, 
1901. As regards thc application of the coherer to ordinary telc- 
graphy, I have already described applications in my Belgian patent 
of June 24th, 1899, and in my English patent of January 24th, 
1900, No. 1,555 (this patent seems to be of univereal application, but 
in reality, the arrangements described in it are based on one single 
idca). 

In conclusion, therefore, we may say that there is a means of 

satisfying every body, the shareholders and the cable companies on 
the one hand, and the wireless telegraphists on the other; medium 
tenuere beati 
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We will ask the directors of the cable companies to be so good as 
to forsake routine for once; first to use ordinary telegraphy with a 
coherer and then wireless telegraphy with or without a coherer. 


THE INCORPORATED MUNICIPAL ELEC- 
TRICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Tue resolutions passed on Friday last at the special general 


meeting of this Association seriously conflict with the 
opinions expressed in the sixteenth annual report of the 


Institute of Municipal Treasurers’ and Accountants’ (Incor- 
porated) presented in July last at Kensington. 

To see great men struggling with difficulties is said to be 
a sight for the gods, and to watch the contest between muni- 
cipal traders, represented by town councillors against their 
treasurers, accountants and auditors, may be commended to 
ratepayers as an exhibition worthy of their especial atten- 
tion. 

In dealing with electricity supply, municipalities are 
encompassed with serious disabilities. It might have been 
supposed that the initial disadvantage of not knowing the 
business, nor possessing the capital to trade with, would have 
been sufficient to deter the representatives of struggling 
ratepayers from embarking in dangerous speculations ; but, 
in addition to this, they are seriously handicapped by the 
terms upon which money can.be borrowed on security of the 
rates, and the requirements of accountants and auditors with 
respect to the proper regulation of these accounts. | 

The three pointe dealt with by the Incorporated Muni- 
cipal Electrical Association, on the 21st inst., were :— 

l. The best means of obtaining an alteration to the 
existing regulations controlling the repayment of loans 
borrowed for the purposes of electricity supply undertakings, 
whereby local authorities are compelled to repay during the 
construction of works. 

2. The desirability, or otherwise, of deciding the per- 
centage which should be allowed for the depreciation of 
electricity undertakings. 

8. The desirability, or otherwise, of recommending local 
authorities to form a reserve fund for the replacement of 
obsolete plant, and for other purposes specified in the electric 
lighting orders. | 

The resolutions passed with more or less unanimity, 
exemplified how much the wish is father to the thought, 
but will fail to convince any impartial critic of the sound- 
ness of the conclusions arrived at. 

They are as follows :— 


1. With reference to the resolution passed by this Association at 
the Glasgow Convention, 1901, authorising the Council to approach 
the President of the Local Government Board, and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland, with the object of obtaining leave to suspend 
the operations of sinking fund during the first three years of the 
loan and to take such further steps as may be necessary to accom- 
plish the object, this meeting approves the action of the Council in 
approaching the Borough Treasurers’ Association in order to ensure 
their co-operation, and unanimously agrees that the operation of 
sinking fund should be suspended for thres years from the date of 
loan without, however, increasing the period allowed for repay- 
ment, and that this suspension should apply also to monies borrowed 
for the purpose of extensions from time to time. 


In providing capital for carryimg on a business, the prin- 
ciple of repayment cannot be regulated by any automatic 
system of returning the money to the lenders, whatever the 
results of the business may be; this is especially the case in 
an electric supply undertaking in which the natural growth 
of the enterprise necessarily involves a constant addition to, 
instead of a diminution of, the capital account. 


If the profits earned are sufficient to pay a fair interest 


and a bonus equivalent to a return of capital, well and good, 
bat otherwise the funds for carrying on the business must 
be permanent, and this is one of the disadvantages under 
which the local authority labours in trading entirely on 
borrowed money. 

As it is, there is no uniformity in the terms under which 


loans for electric undertakings are obtained—in some cases ` 


the municipality issues stock, redeemable at long periods, in 
others the money is advanced by the London County 
Council for a longer time than is obtainable under the 
ordinary 25 years’ system. The Croydon Corporation have 


just issued a 8 per cent. stock at £96 per cent., which runs 
until April 5th, 1960, and aa this loan is to cover, tnfer alia, 
the construction of permanent works for electric lighting, 
the repayment will not be completed for 58 years. In Scot- 
land the terms are about 50 years, but in all cases the 
principle of trading upon money borrowed, subject to 
repayment without reference to the exigencies of the busi- 
ness, is unsound. | | 

Of course, the object of the Municipal Association is to 
postpone the unpleasant experience, which is practically 
universal, of having to make claims upon the rates owing to 
the trading being unprofitable, and thus render the local 
authorities unpopular ; but next to avoiding such trading 
experiences altogether it would be better for those who have 
unwittingly entered upon the business to find means of trans- 
ferring their undertakings to experts willing to relieve them 
of their white elephants. 

By means of overdrafts from the bankers, the sinking 
fand is postponed until the permanent borrowing takes place, 
and the Local Government Board have generally overlooked 
the practice, but the borough accountant of Eastbourne in his 
paper read at the meeting of the Institute of Municipal 
Treasurers and Accountants, mentions that one Corporation 
has been threatened with a surcharge in respect of any 
payment of bank interest, and that care is taken to issue 
stock in advance of requirements, which may not always be 
convenient or economical. | 

Many local authorities indulge in what is described as the 
spendthrift policy of bank overdrafts to defer sinking fund 
payments, but, as Mr. Booth, of St, Pancras, warned the 
Association, this may lead some day to the introduction of 
Local Government audit, which, as a matter of fact, ought to 
be adopted in the interest of the ratepayers. 

It was generally admitted that the system of borrowing 
from the bankers for capital expenditure was not legal, and 
that large and small corporations are equally sinners in this 
matter. | 

The second resolution of the Incorporated Municipal 
Electrical Association dealt with the question of deprecia- 
tion in the following terms :— 

That in the opinion of this Association, electricity supply under- 
takings having to be maintained in a thorough state of efficiency 
out of revenue, no depreciation or further writing off of capital is 
necessary when the period allowed for repayment of loans is not 
E than 30 years, as the equated life of the plant exceeds that 
pen ' 

It is satisfactory to find that at least three members dis- 
sented from this utterly unsound doctrine; but we leave 
the Institute of Municipal Treasurers and Accountants to 
deal with it (as they have done, by anticipation), by quoting 
their views on the subject at the meeting at Kensington in 
July, 1901. i 

In a paper read there by Mr. Arthur Towers, F.S.A.A., 
borough treasurer of Islington, he defines depreciation as “ the 
diminution of the intrinsic value of anything,” and states 
truly enough that with electric lighting machinery and 
plant there can be no increment of value; the argument 
that maintenance in a high state of efficiency out of 
revenne dispenses with the necessity for providing a depre- 

.ciation fund only proves that the object of such a fund has 
not been clearly grasped. 

He forcibly argues that, in the case of a limited company, 
it is а different matter, as the capital there forms a perma- 
hent loan; in fact, the concern belongs to the shareholders. 

He contends that both a reserve fund to meet contin- 
gencies, and a depreciation fund, are absolutely necessary to all 
electric lighting undertakings, and he deprecates the practice 
of paying sums out of what are called profils to the relief of 
rates before a reserve and depreciation fund have been 
formed. | 

Opinions were divided in the discussion of Mr. Towers's 


paper, one dissentient giving away those advocates of the 


principle of no depreciation fund being necessary, when he 
naively suggested that it was a question of private enterprise 
versus municipal trading, and said he could quite see that 
if we can only be induced to make additional provision for 
the depreciation fund, it is quite possible that private enter- 
prise may point to these undertakings of municipal authori- 
ties as being non-paying undertakings. 
Ь By this candid utterance the cat was deftly let out of th 
ag! | 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
(BIRMINGHAM SECTION). 


A MEETING was held on Wednesday, February 12th, at the 
Municipal Technical School, to discuss Dr. Sumpner’s two papers, 
read at a previous meeting, the first being a “ Note on Alternate 
Current Diagrams,” the second “The Testing of Motor Losses.” 

Mr. Housman criticised the second paper, but expressed the 


opinion that it showed a good method for testing large machines 
with big fly-wheels. 


Mr. Henry LEA pointed out that it assumed that friction was 
constant at all speeds, which was not the case, and that for 
belt-driven machines it did not take into account the slip 
of the belt. 

Mr. Тлугов spoke at some length on the first paper, and stated 
that he had made some practical tests, and found that either he had 
not followed the meaning of “the phase angle between two lines," 
or else the statement made in the paper that the cosine of this angle 
multiplied by the product of the lengths of lines is equal to the 
average value of the product of the two quantities represented by the 
lines. He quoted the figures he had obtained, but Dr. Sumpner 
explained later that he had not read the paper aright. Dr. Sumpner 
also informed Mr. Housman, that he quite agreed that Kapp 
апа Housman’s method was the best for testing small motors, 
his was merely a workshop method for testing big machines 
with heavy fly-wheels, and such as could be used in any workshop 
or central station with the ordinary instruments. 

Prof. THRELFALL showed an electric furnace in which the arc 
took some 300 to 400 amperes at 100 volts. He showed how simply 
electric furnaces could be constructed, and showed some formed of 
lime. He also exhibited several interesting specimens of the 
metals obtainable only in that way, and some models of electric 
furnaces. The audience found it very necessary to protect their 


eyes from the intense glare by means of the coloured glass which 


was provided, and finally Prof. Threlfall succeeded in melting lime 
in his farnace, obtaining a temperature which he said was far above 
2,000° F.— some one suggested that it must have been over 3,000° Е. 

Mr. Henry Lea moved a vote of thanks, which was accorded 
heartily. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвон & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 839, High Holborn, London W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed, 


8,299. "Improvements in brackets, pendants and like fittings for gas and 
electrical illumination.” E. TowwsHEND. February 10th. 


ie "Improvements in electrical resistances.” R. Horrert. February 


8,350. Improvement in telephone clips." С. W. WROR. February loch. 


8.974. An improved protective operating device for electric motors.“ J. Y. 
JouwsoN. (The Electric Controller and Supply Company, United States.) 
February 10th. (Complete.) 


8,392. ‘An electric lamp (suspender adjusting device.“ В. T. В. BAGNALL. 
February 11tb. | 

8,411. ''Improvements in and relating to guards for electric tramcars апа 
the like.“ Barry, Henry & Co., LiMITED, and R. B. Davipsin. February 11th. 

8,416. “Improvements in switches for electric light circuits and the like.” 
J. JONES and J. Jones, jun. February llth. (Complete.) 


8,128. “ Improvements in electric lamps and lampholders.“ P. J. S. TIpDR MAN. 
February lith. : 


8,460. “Improvements in radiators.” M. SHEARER, February llth. 

8,490. ‘Improvements in lightning dischargers for electrical installations.“ 
SIEMENS Bros. & Co., LIMITED. 
Germany.) February llth. (Complete.) 


3,491. Improved brush holder for electrical apparatus." Вікмкха Bros. 
AND Co., Limirep. (Siemens & Halske, Aktien Gesellschaft, Germany.) 
February llth. (Complete.) 

8,197. "Improvements іп machinery for generating electricity. G. EARL- 
Арам». February llth. 

3,033. “ Improvements in winding and circuit closing devices for electrically- 
wound clocks." C. M. CRook, February llth. (Complete.) 


8,008. ‘‘ Improvements in means for conducting electricity from overhead 
cables to trams and other motors." G. Н. Russet. February 12th. 

3,608. ''Improved manufacture of strands for telegraph and telephone 
cables.” SIEMENS BROTHERS & Company, LIMITED. (Siemens & Halske, A. G., 
Germany.) February 12th. (Complete.) 


8,009. „An improvement in governors for regulating speed, electricity, gas 
supply and like apparatus." C. A. VigkEvux and L. V. Burue. February 12th. 

3,610. Improvement in electrically propelled vehicles for single clevated 
railways.” F. B. BEHR. February 12th. (Complete) 


8,622. An improved device for cleaning and polishing electrical collectors.” 
W. Kuppers, February 12th. g po 8 CLOES 


3,624. Method for perfecting the fabrication of electric sparking candle.“ 
lus Osborn and Tux BRITISH Motor Traction Coxraxy, LIMITED. February 
PA 1. 
8.629. Improvements in electric arc lamps." L. Wirtz, February 12th. 
3,631. Combined portable table stand and wall bracket for electric light.” 
L. A. R. WALLacE. February 12th. 5 


3,647. “Improvements in or connected with open slot electric traction 
systems.” J. C. Jackson. February 12th. 


8,652. “ An improvement in or relating to current collectors of tramway and 


railway cars run on the overhead system. P. R. Мовхо and J. M. BuWMAN, 
February 12th. 


8,657. " Improvements relating to insulated electrical conductors.” J Е, 
Cumaunus, February 12th, (Complete.) 


(Siemens & Halske, Aktien Gesellschaft, 
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8,658. ‘‘Improvements in and relating to the fixing and carrying of electric 
cables, wires, and such like connections. A. Forp- үр and C. STIRLING. 
February 12th. 

8,686. "Improvements in apparatus employed for electrically igniting the 
wicks of miners’ safety lamps.“ W. Н. JonNsoN and R. Marsu. Februsry 13th. 

3.787. Improvements in electrical and magnetic apparatus, such as trans- 
formers, dynamos, and other appliances, aud alloys for use therein.” R. A. 
HapriELD. February 13th. 

3,746. “Improvements in, and connected with, electric ignition devices 
for internal combustion engines." А. F. ВроомЕВ. (J. Duenet, France.) 
February 18th. 

8,748. "Improvements іп alternate current distribution." W. М, Мокре, 
February 18th. | 

3,751. Improvements in and relating to electric arc projecting lanterns.” 
Е. Н. Lorine, February 13th. 

8,788. “ А point-shifting appliance for electric tramways fitted with over- 
head equipment." P.Granam, February 14th. 


3,819. “ Improvements in and relating to storage batteries." J. T. NisLETT. 


February 14th, 


8,859. “Improvement іп and relating to electric switches, switch bases, and 
means for connecting the circuits to be controlled with the same.“ L. BUNDER- 
LAND. February 14th. ' 


8,494. “Improvements connected with the use of electric glow lamps for 
occasional illumination.“ F. Brown. February 14th. 


Е * Improvements in electric furnaces.” P. L. Т. HERovuLT. February 


3,913. ‘Improvements in coherers for wireless telegraphy.” J. H. REEVES, 
February 15th. d 


8.932. “Improvements in dynamo-electric machines and motors.” Н.Е. 
JOEL. February 15th. 


3,038. ''Improvements in and relating to the storage and distribution of 
сеи by means of accumulators.” C. WnEDE and H.JUNGBLUTH. Febru- 
ary 15th. ' 


8,9412. “ Improvements in or connected with casings for electric conductors." 
H. Beau. February 15th. 


8,953. ‘Improvements relating to telegraphió and telephonic apparatus.” 
a (Aktieselskabet '' gress,” Norway.) February 10. (Com: 
plete. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. Р. Thompson 


and Co., 829, High Holborn, W. O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stampa). 


1900. 


9.944. p rg n iu Incandescence electrico lamps." В. M. Drake and 
Nernst Electric Light. Dated May 80th, 1900. Incandescent lamps. A filament 
made of rare earths is provided with heat-dissipating devices at the anode con- 
nection to prevent over-heating there. Both ends may be so provided, rendering 
the lamp independent of the direction of the current. The heat dissipators may 
be made by coiling the platinum connecting wires on the ends of the filament, 
leaving loops projecting radially. Each loop is twisted, and the coiled wire is 
covered with oxide paste, the twisted loops being preferably left projecting from 
the finished end. Or radiating plates or rods may be used. 8 claims. 


8,966. ‘improvements iu transformer systems for current supply for elestric 
railways.” British Thomson-Houston Company. (W. B. Potter, U.S.A.) Dated May 
80th, 1900. Electric railways and tramways worked with multiphase currente 
and transformers on sectional conductors. Cannot be abridged without 
reference toa diagram. 27 claims. 


9,862. vements in or rela te alternate current induction moters.” 
8. W. Money. ted May 80th, 1900. lates to means for starting and con- 
trolling the speed of alternating current induction motors without the use of 
multiple contact switch arrangements, 4 claims, 


9,971. “ An improved method of utilising electrical earth currents.” Е. Jahr. 
Dated May 80th, 1900. Electrical earth currents are utilised by thrusting into 
the earth orinto water in or on the earth two electrodes, of which the electro- 
positive one has a position to the north of and deeper than that of the electro- 
negative. 1 claim. 


9,975. їп electrical transformers." R. Grissen. Dated Ma 
80th, 1900. Two primary coils are caused toact upon two secondary coils, whi 
are arranged in series, the current being sent through the primaries alternately 
by means of the commutators. 1 claim. 


9,982. “ vements In electric Ineandsecent lamphoiders.” E. d, Sheppard and 
Nernst Electric Light. Dated May 30th, 1900. A holder in which three contacts 
are to be made without possibility of wrong connection, has one central contact, 
the others being placed at unequal distances on opposite sides thereof The 
holders are especially applicable to Nernst lamps. 2 claims, 


10,029. "improvements relating to the distribution ef electric current.” N. W. 
Sterer. Relates to means for maintaining a constant electromotive force іп a 
branch circuit when that in the main is variable, or for raising or lowering the 
pressure in branch circuits. 8 claims, 


10,066. ''improvoments in automatio magnetic elroult-breakers.” W. R. Lake. 
Dated May 81st, 1900. Relates to a magnetic circuit breaker, The bridge-piece 
is carried by an arm connected to toggle levers, and also fitted with pins 
siiding in slotsin the frame. A supplementary contact is carried by a leaf 
insulated from the contact. The contacts are held on against the action 
of the spring by a catch controlled by the overload magnet. When the 
catch is released, the pin slides in the slot, and contact is first broken 
laminated copper contact, and finally.at the carbon contact, thus minimising 
arcing. 22 claims. | 


10,071. "Improvements iw automobiles." N. Kitsee. Dated May 315%, 1900. 
Relates to means for stopping the vehicle automatically upon the occurrence of 
&ny emergency. 6 claims. 


10,074. *'imprevemente In electric brakes for rallway cars and the like." F. C. 
Newell. Dated May 31st, 1900. Relates to braking systems for railway cars in 
which & special ees controller is provided independent of the running con: 
коен which may also be connected to the braking circuit to control the brakes. 
7 claims, 


10,124. ‘Calling appliances for telephone switchboard.” J. E. К ry. 
Dated June Ist, 1900. Relates to that class of exohange systems in which a 
subscriber has answering jacks and calling signals on more than one board. 
8 claims. 


10,133. '' improvsmente la and relating to voltmeters.” T. Duncan. Dated June Ist, 
1900. The pressure between any equally distant points on two continuous 
current supply mains is measured by a voltmeter connection being made with 
one main at the distant point by a single wire or by earth connections there and 
at the voltmeter. 6 claims, 


10,134. '' improvements in alternating current wattmeters." T. Duncan. Dated 
June 1st, 1900. Relates to cnergy meters. An instrument for measuring either 
true or apparent watts. 6 claims. 
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that the experiment “ has resulted up to the present time in 
a very serious financial state of affairs!" Fortunately for 
THE the shareholders, the Chairman was also able to show that 
UNIVERS AL ELECTRIC AL DIRECTORY there is a splendid business to be done. We have little doubt - 
that now that the true nature of the task is thoroughly 
understood, the recognised difficulties of maintenance will be 


1902 Edition overcome, and that, as the Chairman expressed it, the 


potentialities of the Amazon Company are very great. 
N Q W R E A D Y, That the Сападс — Australia cables constitute an experiment 

even the most strenuous advocate of the project hus bcen 

constrained to admit ; but Sir Sandford Fleming has insisted 


H. ALABASTER, GATEHOUSE & OO. that there can be no fear but that it will prove a successful 


4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.O. one. 
In the early days of his long campaign Sir Saudford 


Fleming had all our sympathy. We regarded as little les 
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and the Agent-General for Victoria. The Secretary to this 
Committee was a clerk in the Colonial Office. Was there 
any ground whatever for supposing that the investigation of 
engineering questions by such a Committee could, by any 
possibility, be efficient ? 

The seventh and last question referred to the Committee 
related te the contract for construction. The Committee’s 
reply was thoroughly characteristic. They were dealing 
with cables to be laid in very long stretches across very deep 
water, The details of the construction of the type designed 
for this very deep water were of supreme importance. The 
amount of cable to be laid in shallow water was relatively 
insignificant, and it would have gone without the saying that 
the core of these short lengths of shore-end and inter- 
mediate types should be protected against teredo. 

The Committee select one, and only one, detail of con- 
struction to which they devote all their attention—the 
* brass-taping." Of all the other details of construction, 
the Committee are content to remark that they ‘ would 
present no difficulty when the type for the long section has 
been fixed upon." The Committee did not think it 
necessary to indicate the way in which this type was to be 
fixed upon. 

Our, contemporary, the Engineer, appears to have 
endeavoured to obtain some information upon this point, 
for we read in its issue of the 21st ult. :—‘ Unusual 
secrecy is preserved regarding this National and Imperial 
cable ; but we are informed, and there can be no harm in 


saying, that the Vancouver and Fanning section, the most 
novel and interesting from an engineering point of view, i8 


very similar to the Anglo-American Atlantic cable of 1894.“ 


As the engineer who laid this 1894 cable has himself 
assured us that it was very difficult to pick it up in the 
Atlantic, we cannot feel as confident aa is Sir Sandford 
Fleming, that a similar cable in the far deeper water of the 
Pacific will, in the long run, be a success. 


TRAMWAY COMPETITION. 


THE Birmingham Daily Gazette of the 14th ult. con- 
tains two interesting paragraphs in its financial columns. 
One is an abstract of the chairman’s speech at the 
half-yearly meeting of the G.W. Railway  share- 
holders; the other is a note on the annual report 
of the Bristol Tramways Company. Read together 
these paragraphs afford matter for contemplation 
and remark. То begin with, the shareholders in both com- 
panies are to be congratulated on their investments, for the 
dividends accruing to both have increased; that of the 
G.W.R. from 5$ per cent. for the corresponding period of 
last year to 61 pér cent. now declared ; that of the Tramway 
Company from 8 per cent. to 9 per cent. for the half year, 
or 8j per cent. for the 12 months. Although a strike of 
employés sadly crippled the traffic for nearly & month in the 
latter part of last year, the cars carried ten millions of people 
more than in the previous year. 

Last year, when the heavy rail dividends were so dis- 
couraging, the decreases were attributed unanimously in & 
great measure to the priceof coal. Proving that the state- 
ments were not wide of the truth, the G.W.R. are able to 
show a decrease of £54,000 on fuel account, although the 
full benefit of the more favourable contracts has not been 
obtained throughout the period dealt with; so that in the 
present, year, with no apparent tendency towards hardening 
in prices, the saving under this head should be greater still, 


Of much greater direct interest to our readers, however. 
are the figures embodied in the following remarks: It was 
stated that “ the 1st class passengers showed a decrease in 
numbers of 15,720, and an increase in money of £4,836: 
the 2nd class passengers a decrease in numbers of 35,920, 


-and an increase of £11,939: while the 8rd class showed an 


increase both in numbers and receipts of 83,700 ard 
£33,890 respectively. The decreases in the 
Ist and 2nd classes were in short distance passengers near 
London, Birkenhead and Bristol, and were chiefly due to 
competition from electric trams.” 

It will be noted as a significant fact that, while the num- 
bers travelling Ist and 2nd class decreased, yet the receipts 
from these classes increased, proving conclusively that the 
mileage per passenger has increased, while the short distance 
travelling has been done by the handier electric trams. 
This fact, taken with the large increase in 8rd class fares, 
seams to show either that we are becoming more democratic, 
or that, on account of the war and the general depression 
in trade, unwonted economies are being practised. To us 
the figures foreshadow the inevitable; they seem to point to 
the time when every populous centre will be threaded and fed 
by house-to-house conveyances, while the main lines of rail- 
way will be used simply for long distance travel and for the 
conveyance of heavy goods. The more electric tramway 
traction expands, the further will the newer population 
spread aay from railway stations, the only collecting foci 
for the heavier lines; and the greater will be the incentive 
to patronise the street or road systems. In that event 
nothing can prevent the gradual extinction of the branch 
lines, unless some advantage is offered to the traveller. 
That advantage can be only a greatly increased mean speed, 
and that, it has been demonstrated pretty conclusively of 
late, can be obtained on branch lines where the stations are 
only a few miles apart, by the use of electric power on short 
trains or single carriages running on a short headway. 

The labourer, the artisan, the clerk, and the business man, 
as well as the petticoated portion of humanity, who cannot 
be weaned from the notion that a train will start 10 minutes 
before its advertised time, will always prefer to step out of 
their dwellings into a car rather than expend mental energy 
in looking at a time-table, and nervous force in catching their 
train, until the difference between the travelling times on the 
two systems is very considerably increased. It is on that 
point that the railway companies can get the pull if they 
wish it, for they can increase the speed of their trains to the 
limit of safety, while the street cars must conform to the 
general rules and regulations governing strect traffic, and 
cannot hope to: ип at a speed much higher than the present 
rate. 

To reduce the expenses from 81°51 per cent. to 60°52 per 
cent. of the receipts reflects great credit on the G. W. R. 
officials, but, with electric traction we should not be 
satisfied tillthis figure was brought down to 50 per cent. 
In this connection we have to confess considerable snrprise 
at the high percentage of expenses shown by the Bristol 
Tramways Company. Although the available figures are 
rather scanty, it would seem that this percentage is in the 
neighbourhood of 67, and knowing what we do of other 
results, we should say that the shareholders may expect 
larger dividends by the reduction of this excessive ratio in 
the future. 

Perhaps the most interesting remark in the specch of the 
G.W.R. chairman, is the following :—“ Referring to the 
constant growth in the item of rates and taxes, he said that 
in 1901 it amounted to £444,074, against £220,715 in 

1891. The local authorities of to-day had a tendency to 
plunge into all sorts of things, and charge the cost to the 
rates. 

Àn increase of 100 per cent. is certainly alarming, but it 
docs not surprise us in the least. It is even amusing in an 
ironic fashion, for there is no doubt that part of this increase 
is due to the expenditure of local authorities on electric 
tramway systems, so that the railway company is helping 
to pay for destructive competition! When, we wonder, will 
all the interests threatened by municipal competition— 
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unfair in its essentials—combine to overthrow, as they might, 
the greatest national tyranny, leading year by year to the 
greatest national calamity of any age. Heaven knows there 
are interests enough. From the baker to the “bloated 
millionaire,” all are assailed. 


Marconi's Wireless In his lengthy reply, reproduced in 
Telegraph Company. full in our last issue, to the comments 
which have been made проп his optimistic claims and state- 
ments, Mr. Marconi seems to us to miss the real points at 
issue. Putting aside the tone of his remarks regarding two 
eminent physicists, which we believe Mr. Marconi, as well as 
his friends and admirers, will regret upon reflection, there 
are one or two points amongst the numerous controversial 
passages in his carefully written speech, to which we think 
. attention may be usefully directed. Taking first the Sand- 
wich Islands fiasco, we are asked to believe that the collapse 
of the operations there was due to ill-paid operators ! 
Should not the Marconi shareholders be given further and 


more detailed particulars to account for the total failure 


of the messages, which, according to Press reports, finally 
undermined public confidence entirely ? 

What we wish to point out especially is the method 
adopted of s/atement by implication. Take only one point 
the allegations regarding tuning. We now learn from the 
company for the first time, that the statements in the 
temperate article by Mr. Sullivan, which we recently published, 
regarding the interruptions at the America yacht race, were 
true. But, it is added, they were owing to wilful inter- 
ruption! How do Messrs. Marconi & Co. propose to dis- 
criminate between wilful interruption and any other kind ? 
The prepared speech goes on to point out that cables are 
liable to interruption through cutting, &c., but the fact 
is ignored that to cut and interrupt a cable is a penal offence, 
whereas to work an induction coil, of any power or size, is not 
illegal in this or any other country—evep if the source of 
interruption could be located. 

It is time to have done with vague assertions and predic- 
tions as to the vast improvements that science may effect ; 
may we be told in plain terms how Messrs. Marconi & Co. 
propose to prove their statements ? 

Unless straightforward information is supplied, the 
growing conviction will be strengthened—that the success of 
Messrs. Marconi & Co.'s system depends more upon work- 
shop secrets than upon patents, This is a very important 
matter for the shareholders; we challenge the directors to 
point to the actual patents by which the essential features of 
: the improved Marconi system, as outlined at the company’s 
recent meeting, are secured—if, indeed, such patents exist. 


THE Government measure for amending 
the Light Railways Act is in course of 
preparation, but Mr. Gerald Balfour is not yet able to say 
when it will be introduced. We trust in the interests 
of the electric traction industries of this country that there 
will not beany longer delay than is really necessary in 
settling what the future position of this matter is to be. 


Light Railways. 


WE printed in our last issue an abstract 
of the report of the Board: of Trade on 
the «question of vibration caused by underground rail ways. 
From a statement made in the House of Commons on 
Monday . last by Mr. Gerald Balfour, we learn that the 
Board has been in communication with the Central London 
Railway Company in regard to the matter, and after the 
directors have had time to further consider it, he will ask 
them how they propose to give effect to its recommendations. 
It was but to be expected that, as Mr. Balfour stated, the 
different committees which have electric railway measures 
before them this Bession, will have their attention especially 
drawn to the Lord Rayleigh Committee report. 


Underground 
Vibration. 
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LONG-DISTANCE TRANSMISSION 
- PROBLEMS. 


In view of the many long-distance transmission schemes 
now under consideration, the paper entitled * Some Notes on 
the Influence of the Sub-station Equipment and Transmission 
Line on the Cost of Electricity Supply,” read by Mr. 
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Andrew Stewart before the Newcastle Section of the Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers, comes very opportunely. It 
directe attention to certain important financial aspecta of the 
problem. 
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In dealing with the transmission line, Mr. Stewart 
analyses the total cost of an underground cable by deter- 
mining the relative amounts paid for copper and for insulation. 
In fig. 1 are plotted curves, corresponding to various voltages, 


372 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


whose abscisse refer to the cross-section of the conductor, 
in sq. in., and whose ordinates represent numbers obtained by 
dividing the cost of insulation by the value of the copper in the 
cable. The large amount paid for insulation, especially at 
high voltages, when the cables are small, is at once evident. 
The curves refer to paper-insulated, lead-covered, and 
armoured cables. ! 

In fig. 2, also taken from Mr. Stewart’s paper, are plotted 
curves, showing the connection between the power factor of 
the load and the weight of copper required to transmit 
1,000 xw. 10 miles with 10 per cent. loss at full load (a 
three-phase transmission being assumed). The great import- 
ance of the power factor is sufficiently obvious. 

Mr. Stewart concludes that, * under existing regulations, 
long-distance power distribution will develop along lines 
entirely different from American or even Continental 
practice." "This conclusion is, however, founded on the 
assumption that the Board of Trade would not sanction 
the erection of an overhead high potential line. The 
important letter of the Board of Tride to the London 
Chamber of Commerce, published in our columns recently, 
shows that such an assumption is hardly warranted.. We 
commented pretty fully on this subject in our leading article 
of February 14th. 

Considering next the sub-station equipment, Mr. Stewart 
briefly compares the relative advantages and disadvantages 
of synchronous and asynchronous motor-generators and 
rotary converters. In order to arrive at the resultant 
costs per uuit- delivered, the generating station is assumed 
to cost £25 per kilowatt installed. "The length of the line 
is taken to be 10 miles, the line voltage 15,000, and at the 
end of the linea sub-station is supposed to be placed of 
1,250 Kw. capacity, consisting of two sets of 500 Kw. and 
one of 250 kw. The capital cost of the sub-station equip- 
ment is given as follows :— 


500-kw. SETS. 


Motor-gcenerators. Rotary converters. 
' — 


Asynchronous. Synchronous. Three, phase. Віх-рһағе. 
„Total 1 £2,750 £2,750 £2,975 £2,125 
Per kilowatt 45 103. £5 108. £4 15s. £4 5s. 


Oaly the converters inclade transformers. 
250-KW. 8478. 


Total £1,750 £1,750 


ex £1,312 10s. £1,250 
Per kilowatt £7 £7 


£5 бв. £5 


Taking the maximum load at about 750 kw., and a load 
factor of about 38 per cent.; then calculating the cost of the 
sub-station buildings, the copper and insulation in the line, 
the laying and reinstatement in each case, and allowing 
interest at the rate of 3 per cent. on the total capital 
expenditure, 7 per cent. for depreciation on the cost of the 
generating plant, and sub-station plant and buildings, 5 per 
cent, depreciation on feeders, 1 per cent. on ducts, Mr. 
Stewart arrives at the following prices of one unit delivered 
at the low-pressure bus bars for various classes of con- 
sumers:— 


— | Consumer. | Consumer. | Consumer. 
Class 1. uss Class 3. 
Synchronous motor- generator, 

two three - core feeder cables ' 

(each of 1,000 kw. capacity) 594. “Od. 41d. 
Induction motor-generator ... 685d. 92d. 4˙2d. 
Rotary converter, three- phase 558d. 852d. 3:95d. 
Synchronous motor-generator, 

three-line cables ..  '61d. 94d. 432d. 
Six-phase rotary converter, six 


line wires (bare copper) ... ‘49d. 7d. 2°9d. 


Consumer Class 1 is one whose mean load is 70 per cent. 
of his maximum demand, and who takes his mean load over 
21 hours. Consumer Class 2 takes same demand and mean as 
above, but for 10 hours per day. Consumer Class 3 takes 
his maximum demand for one hour per day. 

The details of the calculations by means of which the above 
result3 have been obtaincd, show clearly the great importance 
of the line in each case. Mr. Stewart concludes that “ the 
problem of economical power distribution is to a large extent 
u question of cables.” 

As regards the different types of. sub-statiun equipment, 
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Mr. Stewart does not hesitate to pronounce in favour of 
rotary converters :—“ Taking everything into consideration, 
it 18 apparent that only the very strongest engineering 
reasons can justify the adoption of motor-generators in pre- 
ference to rotatory converters. Such disadvantages as the 
latter may have are not at all serious, and do not, in the 
writer's opinion, justify their exclusion from a distribution 
system under ordinary conditions." | 

On the subject of polyphase versus direct currents, 
Mr. Stewart has equally strong views. “ Nothing," he says, 
“can justify the investment of money in apparatus which 
converts alternate to direct current merely to pander to 
popular fancy." In support of this statement, he mentions 
а case in which 300 H. P. is distributed to motors and nearly 
200 н.р. to lamps, from a single three-phase generator, with 
the best results. 

In the discussion on Mr. Stewart’s paper, Mr. A. W. 
Heaviside, after endorsing the author’s remarks on the sub- 
ject of overhead cables, expressed the opinion that in course 
of time polyphase distribution as well as overhead wires 
would come into use. He saw no reason why overhead 
wires should not be employed in country districts, when it 
had been shown that the 500-volt trolley wires freely used in 
cities were capable of killing & man. | 

Мт. R. 8. Dobbie agreed with the author of the paper as 
to the superiority of the rotary converter over motor- 
generators, and stated that, given similarly rated machines, 
an overload of 25 per cent. would cause the induction motor 


to fall off seriously in speed, and the synchronous motor to 


drop out of step, but the converter would hold to ite work 
under even more severe conditions. He thought that for 
distribution purposes direct current was better than poly- 
phase, as direct current motors were at present cheaper 
and allowed of speed regulation. 

Referring to the question of electricity works costs, Mr. 
J. F. C. Snell stated that the curve of total costs per kilo- 
watt was hyperbolic in its nature, and this accounted for the 
fact that beyond a certain critical point the power companies 
were unable to supply at a price below that of a well- 
managed station in a moderately sized town ; he expressed 
doubt as to whether energy could in any case be supplied at 
less than 15d. per unit. 

Mr. Stewart, in replying, said that he did not agree 
with Mr. Dobbie on the subject of direct current versus 
polyphase motors. The high price of the latter was at the 
present time due simply to lack of- unlimited competition; 
it was this that had brought down the prices of direct 
current motors. As regards works costs, he submitted 
details from very large traction plants showing in one case 
with 19 million units a cost of 288d. per Kw.-hour, and 
with 20 million units “2484. per kw.-hour. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
(MANCHESTER SECTION). 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


THE annual dinner in connection with the Manchester Section of 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers took place at the Grand 
Hotel, Manchester, on Friday evening last. There was a large 
attendance of members and guests, and the event was marked by 
much éclat. Mr. C. Н. Wordingham, chairman of the section, pre- 
sided. After the company had dined, the toasts of The King,” 
and The Queen, the Princess of Wales and Royal Family,” were 
proposed by the chairman, and fittingly honoured. г 

Mr. 8. Z. de Ferranti, who was cordially received, proposed the 
toast, The Institution cf Electrical Engineers," coupling with the 
toast the name of the cliairman of the Manchester Section of the 
Institution. As one who had seen the institution of the Northern 
Society of Electrical Engiucers, and who had seen the-difficulties of 
getting people to attend the meetings, and make anything at all of it; 
to see the large gathering which they had there that evening was, 
to him, exceedingly pleasant. He was very glad to have that oppor- 
tunity of saying what a good thing it was that the Northern Society 
had ceased to exist, and that they had formed themselves into what 
he might call the larger body of the national Electrical Engineers 
Society. He did not think they could be too well represented, and 
so would ask them to get all the members they could into the 
lustitution and strengthen it. He thought, too, what was wanted 
to a very large extent in this country at present was superior educa- 
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tion in technical matters, not only in those at the top of the pfofes- 
sion, but in all, from the office boy upwards. He thought the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers was a teaching Institution by 
getting its members together to read papers and controvert their 
ideas by the discussions which arose out of those papers. 
One good which resulted was the progressive note of 
the papers which were read, and through that, he thought 
the Institution was an important educational power in the country. 
He was sure it was that which they wanted to enable them to go 
ahead and compete with those who were competing with them for 
trade. He had had an important case before him that morning of 
a student who wanted to come to their works to fill in spare time 
at the works. He (Mr. Ferranti) found he was studying to get the 
e P B. Sc. at Owens College; he asked him what subject he 
taken up, and he found he was taking an engineering course, 
and was surprised to find that the engineering course did not 
include electricity. He (Mr. Ferranti) thought that a state of bar- 
barism, and he wanted them to push forward the idea that, if a 
man were going in for scientific attainments, he could not be bandi- 
capped by local circumstances, and take honours in engineering 
and have no kaowledge of electricity. "Why, electricity to-day, as 
they could see from tbat gathering, wa3 the one part of the pro- 
fession he ought to know something about; he might be an engi- 
neer, or a shipbuilder, or in roof work; there was not a branch in 
which he did not want electrical knowledge, aud for that which һе. 
had instanced to exist in Manchester, which was the electrical 
centre of the country, was deplorable. He mentioned this, that 
they might all know that the work of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers was to go forward and have such a state of affairs as that 
remedied.—The toast was drunk with much enthusiasm. 
The Chairman said he felt that the honour of replying for the 
Institution bad fallen on very unworthy shoulders, but he would 
do his beat to reply to the toast, by which he felt doubly honoured. 


Mr. Ferranti had referred to the benefits which electrical engineers 


in Manchester had derived from the absorption of the Northern 
Society by that Institution; and he (the Chairman) thought, 
whatever the members of the Northern Society might have thought 
then, that now no one could doubt that the absorption was the very 
wisest step which could have been taken. The prestige which that 
alliance had given was alone sufficient to justify the change. There 
were many other advantages into which it was not necessary for 
him to enter; but he felt that the transactions at their meetings 
would carry more weight, though they were in what Mr. Ferranti 
had called quite truly, the centre of the electrical industry of the 
country. It would not only be of benefit to the local Society, but a 
benefit to the Institution and to all institutions, because there could be 
no doubt tbat the bringing in of loca] members must tend to bring to- 
gether and strengthen all branches. Mr. Ferranti had referred to the 
educational portion of the Institution's work. He (the Chairman) 
thought that was & branch which was very much overlooked. It 
was always agreeable and exciting to abuse those at the head of 
the Institution, and only those of them on the Council knew the 
enormous amount of work to be got through. There was a frightful 
amount of work, aud the result was that matters, often important, 
had to be referred to small committees, sometimes composed of busy 
men who had not time to devote to those committees. It did seem 
to him, as to others, that & committee might represent that the 
matter be referred to them to deal with, not finally, but to thresh 
the matter out and report to the Council for them to act. If 
that were done, the subjects under consideration would have much 
more study, and the Council would be able to give much better 
attention to existing circumstances. There was another point. 
They very often heard it said that the Council did not protect the 
Iastitution's iutereste. But they forgot how catholic the Insti- 
tution was, and that those interests were often antazonistic to one 
another. How then could the Council take action with regard to 
any one section of them? Не must not speak of municipalisation. 
The Council & short time ago had their attention called to muni- 
cipalisation, and it seemed to him thé Council were not doing 
wisely in taking action in this matter. He thought that other 
associations should be formed to look after the commercial interests 
of manufacturera and central station engineers and so on; but to 
attempt to import into the work of a scientific society, what he 
might call political work, would be a very great mistake. The 
work of the society was to advance engineering, and what Mr. 
Ferranti had called education. 

Mr. T. Browett proposed the toast Our Guests,“ and he coupled 
with the toast the names of Dr. Bowman and Mr. Stromeyer, who 
replied. 

The Chairman said it fell to his lot to propose The Manchester 
Engineering and Scientific Institutions,” with which would be 
coupled the names of Mr. E. G. Constantine and Dr. Schuster, 
Manchester, as they had already heard, was the centre of the 
English electrical engineering industry; of that, he thought there 
could be no manner of doubt. It was not surprising to find that 
there were in that city a larger number of engineering and scientific 
interests, probably, than in any provincial town in the kingdom. 
It seemed to him those forces wanted directing, and if they were 
directed the resulting force would be a very powerful one. He 
might throw out a proposal that those societies should have a com- 
шоп meeting place and have there libraries worthy of at least a 
tenth-rate provincial town. They had at present none worth 
speaking of. They ought to have one which would compare with 
libraries of the kind which existed in London. It might seem pre- 
sumptuous for such a proposal of a fusion to come from so young a 
society as theirs, which was only in its second year. They had 
formed a sub-committee, and that sub-committee was going to send 
out a circular to ask the other societies to send delegates to a 
meeting, which the Lord Mayor had given permission might be held 
in the Town Hall, and he (the Chairman) hoped some good would 


come from it. Mr. E. G. Constantine and Dr. Schuster briefly 
responded. 

The toast of Our Entertainers was next proposed by Mr. H. 
Lindley, who coupled with it the name of Mr. P. C. Pope. Mr. 
Pope replied with a few appropriate remarks, so bringing the toast 
list to a close. 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIGH TENSION CENTRAL 
STATION SWITCHGEARS. 


By Henry W. СготнтЕв, A. M. I. C. E., A. M. I. E. E. 
. (Paper read February 1st, 1902.) 


In the earlier years of our industry the switchgear at a central 
station was regarded as a comparatively unimportant item. Elec - 
trical engineers gave prominence to the steam raising department, 
to the generating plaut, and to the distributing system. 

As time went on, however, the necessity of paying greater 
attention to the controlling arrangements became more evident. 
There аге many instances on record where faulty switchboards and 
connections thereon have introduced unforeseen disasters, which 
have included the loss of life, destruction by fire, and very 
frequently the discontinuance of the supply to the works and to 
the consumers. Such experiences as these are not only costly in 
themselves, but they have a tendency to check the growth of our 
industry by fostering a lack of confidence on the part of the 
general public in electricity as applied to power and lighting 


purposes. 


The manufacture of switch-gear is now considered a distinct 
branch of electrical engineering, and the user recognises it as the 
centre of the whole system. He desires it to be an ornament to the 
station, on which special care is taken in the design, erection, and 
upkeep, so that it will be an example of utility, security, cleanliness, 
and general order to the rest of the equipment. 

. Engineering firms have established separate switch departments, 
and they now compete with one another for contracts, the extent of 
which was unthought of but a few years ago in this country. The 
introduction of bigh-tension multiphase power transmission 
schemes, with generating stations and numerous outlyiag sub- 
stations, equipped with converters, rotary or static, have created a 
demand for extensive controlling devices, which, at the present time, 
attain a value of from £30,000 to £70,000, according to the methods 
adopted by the several contractors, 

It is the object of this paper to deal briefly with the broad 
outline of central station switch-gear practice, for alternating 
currents, and at the same time to meet the request of the Council 
of the Institution, to illustrate the main features in desiga of 
the apparatus produced ia Germany as compared with our home 
productions. 

The scope of this paper will be limited to a discussion on br.ad 
principles rather than matters of detail, the way in which the com- 
ponents are assembled rather than the individual parts themselves ; 
also since the limit of pressure in this country is about 11,000 
volte, it will be of sufficient interest for the present to consider only 
those equipments which are in general use for that or lower 
voltages. 

. The functions of the switch-gear are, of course, familiar to you; 
but before proceeding, it will perhaps be well to recapitulate the 
chief considerations to be borne in mind by the designer. 

l. The entire energy of the electric supply is concentrated on the 
switcbgear and controlled therefrom, much as the heart controls the 
circulation of blood ia the human body. It receives cable con- 
nections from the generating plant and distributes the energy, 
transmitted by them, into the out-going main feeders, which in their 
turn supply the districts covered by the system. 

2. It must embody arrangements for coupling or disconnecting 
any of the various members of the system, whether on the generating 
or distributing side. 

3. It must be provided with devices which will isolate any part 
of the system on which a fault may arise, that would disturb the 
supply and cause damage to the affected part, or to any other part 
of the system. 

4. The apparatus must be capable of cutting off any machine or 
feeder, whether automatically or by hand, in such a way that no 
destructive arc will occur to damage the apparatus itself. It is also 
essential that the operation should not cause rises in potential 
sufficient to break down the insulation of the cables, or to injure 
any of the equipment on the system. 

5. It must be furnished with measuring instruments for indicating 
the pressure and current of the energy generated aud distributed. 

6. Devices must be included for synchronising the generators, 
and for regulating them to keep up the supply at a constant poten- 
tial to the consumers. 

7. The above parts must be assembled and constructed in a way 
that will afford the greatest security to the. operator, and also to 
any other person who may be engaged on or near the gear, for 
repairs, adjustments, additions, for cleaning, or any other purpose. 
At the same time it should be so desigaed that it is only necessary 
io rely upon a minimum amount of skill and caution on the part of 
the persons 80 engaged. 


PART I. 
NorES ON GENERAL CONSTRUCTION. 


The apparatus used, although of so many different desigus, can 
be broadly classified under two very simple headings, viz.:—Switch- 
gears with backs and switch-gears without backs. There are, of 


E 
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: i the further purpose of Flat Board Type.— This very common construction consists of 
course, exceptions; but these headings serve the ригро panels of marble or slate fixed in vertical positions by bolts от 


isi istincti n the ular modern designs tion 

Pd pac aad ерен се аи The word “back * is screws іо а metal or wooden framework, which is tied to the wall 

used in its widest sense, to defiae the space occupied behind a and bolted to the floor. The board formed by these vertical slates 
i divides a space off from the engine room, the space or “back 

| mE affording room and facilities for storing away and connecting up 

A А the several apparatus required. This type was used almost 

exclusively in early stations in this country for the small units 

which were then generally installed. Fig. 1 serves to illustrate the 

arrangement of a machine panel constructed on this principle. 16 
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8 | will be seen that the switches, fuses, &c., were dangerously 
= mounted оп the front, with terminals projecting through to the 
(^^ Sus Dars back, joined up by cable connections. It is unnecessary to state 
$ = that the risk to the operators of this type of board was recognised 
= many years ago, апі switchboards were made (notably the well- 
| known Siemens and Lowrie Hall type) оп which all high-tension 
| | | parts projecting through the front were covered by cups of 
= Sud Žž ` porcelain or other insulating material, so tħat it was difficult to 

5 make accidental contact with them. But although the front of the 

board was then comparatively safe, the “backs” were always a 
source of anxiety. They were usually complicated by а chaos of 
inflammable cable connections, particularly when the board was 
i ЕЩ designed for “independent” running оп а double-pole system, in 
a — 2 which each circuit panel was provided, in duplicate, with cable 
connections from each pole of each generator. The cable con- 
PX eu = nections naturally increased the chances of fire, and also the extent 
* Vb. f 30 ? of the damage in the event of a fire starting. 
' 3 fT Many improvements have been made, such as covering up 

\ndicating prominent parts of the frame with insulating material, by 
Д instruments allowing very liberal space at the back, and by replacing the 
rubber cable connections between the terminals of the various 
T | ТЕ Main appliances with carefully braided copper strips; but in regard to 
Zr | PEG English practice, it can be truly said that the type in question 
p : | | — ШЕ has caused so much trouble that it is now practically extinct 
among our home productions for high tension alternating current 
stations. No recent examples have been installed by home manu- 
| facturers, but, on the other hand, a large majority of the type 

. originally installed in early supply systems have, at no small 
— expense, been changed for switchgears without backs, which will be 

described later. | 
Considering these experiences at stations generating at about 2,000 

Machine volts pressure, which has been а very usual voltage for lighting 
systems, one would not expect the larger power transmission 
schemes now becoming universal, generating at voltages from 5,000 
to 7,000, to accept this type of board. Consequently, it is interest- 
| ing to observe, as an example of Continental practice, the method 
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adopted at the Kensington and Notting Hill Supply Company's 
wat station at Wood Lane, which re-introduced the type into this 
шо country. Fig. 2 represents a section through а 500-Kw. 5,000-volt 
three-phase generator panel. Here live fittings are exposed only at 
the back and top, the front being quite free from any high teusion 
metal work. With the exception of the main switches and the bus 
bars, the connections are contained in a cage of iron meshing, and, 
it is needless to add, that the main switch coupling the panel to the 
bus bars must be locked ой before anyone is allowed to open the 


| cage door, shown on the drawing. Figs. 3 and 4 [See Etso. 

па ИЕ p» | Rev. for June 28th, 1901.—Eps ] clearly show the disposition 

: Do F of the instruments, as seen trom the front through a hole 

-—- CER | | in the marble slab; the main fuses of atubular pattern, mounted on 

x: üj | insulators fixed to a metal frame, the levers operating the main 
Fig. 2.—IMPROVED FLAT ТҮРЕ SWITCHBOARD. 
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switch, the regulating resistance at the base, and the cable connec- 
tions, which, though numerous, have been neatly arranged. 

An American exam.ple of three-phase extra high-tension switch- 
| board in use at the Glasgow electric tramways generating station, 
board, or in a basement, cellar, or any place out of sight of the may be termed a modification of the flat-board type. Figs 5 and 
station operators. Constructions with backs can be sub-divided into 6 [See Exec. Rev. for September 13th, 1901.—Eps.] represent 
the following types for the purposes of this description, t.e., flat front and back views of this 6,500-volt dynamo board. 
board, multiple frame, cubicle, basement, and keyboard types. No attempt at covering high-tension fittings has been made, 


Those without backs will be described as:—Wall surface, hinged but as a precaution in design, all high-tension prp eri 
at a heig 


panel, pillar and cellular types. placed at the top, above the heavy cross-girders, 
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not less than 10 ft. from the floor level. All measuring instruments 
mounted on the front are of the transformer type, the transformers 
being also mou:ted out of reach from the floor level. The main 
switches areof a carbon break type, and are arranged in compart- 
ments between marble slabs. 

It is unnecessary to cite the many Continental and American 
switchboard constructions and the numerous methods of arranging 
details to show that abroad the ''flat-board " type is very commonly 
used for high aud extra high voltages. The main idea in the 
design of these boards has been to make them safe to the operators 
from the front, and presumably to expect a high degree of skill and 
caution from those who may be engaged on any other part of the 


gear. - 

The Multi-Frame Type.—This construction, shown in fig. 16, con- 
sists of a marble front mounted in a metal frame carrying switch- 
handles and instruments similar to the flat-board type, but the back 
of these panels is used only for the exciter connections and low- 
tension instruments. A separate and distinct skeleton framework 
with a clear space around it and a passage between it and the front 
frame carries all high-tension conductors, including fuses, switches 
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bus bar, instruments, transformers, &c. A somewhat similar type, 
constructed by the Allgemeine Company, is in use at Berlin for 
their three-phase system. Although this construction covers a 
greater floor space than usually convenient, it has its advantages 
when compared with the previous type, in that the high-tension 
conductors are spread over a larger surface, and there is room 
enough to get at them from all sides. 

Cubicle Type.—For feeder switchgear, tbe Westinghouse cubicle 
type, as applied at Glasgow, should be mentioned. The construc- 
tion shown on fig. 7 (See Erec. Rev. for September 13th, 
1901.—Eps.] consists of sets of four complete three-phase 
panels placed back to back in two pairs, each set of four panels 
enclosing a space, forming as it were a chamber, on the walls of 
which are mounted the main cable junction boxes and the low 
tension instrument connections, &c. Like the dynamo board at the 
same station no exposed high tension connections are within reach 
from the floor level; but they are visible on the illustration above 
a horizontal marble slab which forms a roof to the chamber. "This 
useful method splits up the usual back into a number of chambers, 
which can be readily inspected by tbe attendant in passing from 
one section to another. 

Basement Type.—There are several types of supply station appa- 
ratus on which the dynamo or circuit high tension gear (sometimes 
both) is mounted in compartments below and above (generally 
below) the attendant’s platform. The switches are controlled either 
by chain gear or by a mechanical arrangement of levers and links. 
The Helios switchgear at Dresden isa notable instance of the latter. 
Fig. 8 represente a section through a dynamo panel showing a plug 
type mercury contact main switch controlled by a system of rail- 
way signalling levers from the platform. Each machine is furnished 
with other similar levers for regulating, synchronising, &c. Directly 
behind these levers is a metal column containiog all instruments 
and counections thereto. Ж 

The Keyboard Type.—Fig. 9 represents a section through the 
platforms and galleries showing the relative positions of the main 
parte of the construction, an example of which is to be seenin the 
generating station of the Metropolitan Street Railway Company, at 
New York; where switchgear is at present installed for controlling 
eight 3,500-k w. units at 6,600 volts, three-phase. On the first gallery 
will be seen a keyboard, with small switch handles arranged in order 


to represent a diagram of connections. An instrament panel is 
supported on a metal framework behind the keyboard. The main 
dynamo switches, in duplicate (as a precaution against one failing 
to operate), are supported on a second gallery, which also carries the 
main bus bars covered by a brick work erection. The switches are 
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controlled by a pneumatic cylinder, the valves being operated by 
electric relays from the keyboard on the gallery below. Later 
designs replace the pneumatic cylinders by a system of electric 
motors. Whether they find it is satisfactory to have such important 
work dependent on the delicate pneumatic and electric auxiliary 
gear, irrespective of the initial cost of this design, I am not able to 
say. But obviously this objection is met by duplicating the switches 
in series with each machine. 


(To be continued.) 


^ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


In your issue of November 8th you reprinted an article 
on “Testing Electric Motors without a Dynamometer," 
which originally appeared in the American Electrician, and 
which resulted in a painful attempt at witty criticism by а 
Mr. P. T. White, of Wigan, wherever that may be. For 
several weeks I have waited more or less patiently for the 
conclusion of Mr. White’s philanthropical efforts to relieve a 
theory-ridden world from its burden, hoping to be en- 
lightened as to what, if any, sensible reasons he would 
advance to justify his opening remarks in your issue of 
December 27th, 1901. From present appearances, however, 
the remainder of Mr. White's dissertation seems to have 
been suppressed—a perusal of the published portions will 
not leave the reader in uncertainty as to the probable reason 
—and I beg leave to offer some remarks in reply to the pub- 
lished utterances of your distinguished correspondent without 
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waiting for the climax that has been cruelly withheld from a 
hungry audience. 

Mr. White refers in a would-be sarcastic strain to “ home- 
built constants," and says “of such I am assured are the 
formule | | 
J — A ( + w)r 
V8 


C ж = 


and 100 w 

* (C + Cf) 
(These formula are in the reprinted article mentioned 
above.) In view of this statement from Mr. White, it was 
entirely unnecessary for him to inform us that “even now I 
(he) seldom employ algebra in my everyday calculations "— 
or any other kind, Mr. White? If he would “employ” 
algebra a little more, he would eventually be able to discover 
that there is not a single constant in any of the equations at 
which he sneers, and that his several references to the 
calculus are more laughable than otherwise, inasmuch as 
there is no calculus involved. A primary class scholar in 
algebra would have no difficulty in seeing that the first 
equation repeated above is derived from an ordinary affected 
quadratic. 

Concerning the apprehension Mr. White experiences as to 
his ability to secure an armature shaft and adjust a variable 
resistance in series with the armature so as to obtain a 
potential difference of 2 volt at the brushes when the arma- 
ture and resistance are supplied from a 220-volt circuit, I 
wish to say that ordinary apprentices in manufacturing 
establishments and helpers in central stations in this country 
find no difficulty in making adjustments of this degree of 
delicacy. Possibly Mr. White’s apprehensions were based 
on the suspicion that the variations in resistance would have 
to be integrated, and, as he took the superfluous trouble to 
tell us, he left his calculus behind him many years ago—or 
was it the reverse ? 

Mr. White manifests a great affection for the “ artificial 
load” method of testing motors, and bestows upon 
your readers the highly practical (home-built ?) formula : 
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motor and dynamo, but he carefully refrains from explaining 
how the motor efficiency is to be separated from the dynamo 
efficiency. When he makes clear by what “ common-sense 
method" he proposes to do this, his recommendations and 
criticisms will have considerably more weight than at 
present. I presume he considers it a mere trifle to work out 
a scale of efficiencies that would apply to the dynamo which 
he proposes to use to give the “ artificial’ load to motors of 
all sizes and speeds. If he has reference to the so-called 


= per cent. efficiency." 


— per cent. efficiency of the combined 


“stray power" method of testing, and has even a working. 


knowledge of that method, he must know that the probable 
errors involved are considerably greater than the error in 
assuming unvarying armature core and pole-face losses and 
armature resistance between no load and full load. 

As a matter of faci, the difference between armature core 
aud pole-face losses at no load and full load in an ordinary 
motor of 25 H.P., or under, is smaller than the percentage 
of error in the instruments usually employed in central 
station and workshop practice. It will readily occur to 
anyone experienced in motor work that the correction for 
the differences between the no-load and full-load armature 
resistance can be made by testing for armature drop at five 
or six values of current and plotting a curve from the 
results. There will still, of course, remain a small per- 
centage of error in this method, as in every other method of 
motor testing. 

Mr. White’s code of hints із instructive to the last d: gree, 
and indicates conclusively that he is not one of the common 
herd for which our article was intended. A man who 
counsels that any (sic) decrease of field excitation will"— 
unconditionally—"** cause the motor to run faster," that “the 
efficiency of a motor falls as the loud increases," and that 
“ the brushes of a motor can be raised even when the motor 
is doing its work," cannot be expected to waste his valuable 
time trying to adjust a water rheostat to such a fine degree 
as is required in the crude and recklessly inaccurate method 
of testing described in our article, when he can put it to во 
much better use in disseminating priceless ** hints” from his 
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lofty pinnacle of erudition. It's a ze pity, however, that. 


he has left his calculus 8o far behin 
Cecil Р. Poole, 
Editor, American Electricien. 


New York, February 18th, 1902. 


Rabber Gloves. 
With reference to the note which appeared in this week's 


issue stating that the Silvertown Company have for two 


years tested their rubber gloves with 5,000 volte, we should 
not, of course, deny this for a moment, but should like to 
point out that the fact that the glove had been tested does 
not protect the workman if he happens to run his band 
against a nail, which is the case with our glove as it is 
mechanically protected. 
The St. Helens Cable Company, Limited, 
H. Dia, Managing Director. 
Warrington, 
February 28th, 1902. 


C.—9,247. 


Nobody doubts that the Canada-Australia cables may be 
laid from end to end without a single hitch, and that they 
may lie for their allotted term of 52 years in a comfortable 
bed of ooze and clay untroubled by internal faults, or external 
landslips and earthquakes; but on the other hand it is 
equally indisputable that these optimistic expectations may 
not be realised, and to the technical readers of the ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, it may be interesting to consider, before 
the event, the probability or the improbability of there 
cables proving to be capable of being repaired at a 
reasonable cost in time and money, sbould the occasion 
arise. | 

The cables now about to be laid, owe their existence to 
the favourable report of the non-technical committee to 
which Mr. Chamberlain referred some very technical ques- 
tions, including this :— | 

(3a) What will be the cost of maintaining the cable ? 

In а report extending over 10 pages of Blue Book 
C— 9,247 (1899), the only allusion to the special difficulties 
attending repairs in very great depths is contained in 
paragraph 55, which runs as follows :— 

* 55. It should be added that the evidence clearly shows 
that the great depth of the Pacific will be a favourable 
factor in determining the life of the cable, while it will be an 
unfavourable influence on the facility and cost of the 
necessary repairs.” 

Upon this question, as to the difficulty of repairing, the 
committee appears to have been entirely led astray by the 
very strong opinion of the father of the Pacific cable— 
Sir Sandford Fleming. : 

At the commencement of their report, cue committee 
state that they “desire to express their obligations to Mr. 
Sandford Fleming, whose long labours on the subject of a 
Pacific cable have thrown much light upon the project, and 
materially facilitated the task of the committee." 

Mr. Fleming was the first witness ; he was examined at 
greater length than any other witness, and, although he had 
explained, in answer to Questions 4 and 126, that he жав а 
railway engineer and had never laid a cable in his life, the 
following questions were put to, and answered by, him :— 


. Q. 167.—Mr. Gillies: One does not know how long it might last 
without interruption ? | 

Mr. Fleming: No. Ава matter of fact, the cables that are Јаій 
in the deepest water are probably tre most lasting. Take the cable 
acrosithe Atlantic from the European side to Pernambuco; that 
cable has never required any repairs, except in comparatively 
shallow water. It has been laid now some 20 years, and there have 
been no repairs effected; certainly none in water over 1,500 or 
2,000 fathoms; none whatever. 

Q. 260.—Mr. Jones: Well now, there is another point. The great 
depth of water is spoken of as being so much greater than on many 
existing lines. Have you any idea whether, in the eveut of a 
fault, as it is called, in the cables, the expenie of taking up and 
repairing those cables would be very much greater with this 
increased depth of water than under present circumstances ? 

Mr. Fleming: No, 1 am not of the opinion that it would be ver; 
much greater. 

Q. 261.— Mr. Jones: Or more difficult ? | | 

Mr. Fleming: And the necessity for it would be much .ез 
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according to experience. I have already referred to a cable laid 


from the eastern shore of the Atlantic to South America at Per- 
nambuco. That is laid in water almost as deep as any portion 
of the Pacific that the Pacific cable would pass through, and it has 
been laid for 20 years, and, as I said before, there has never 


been any repairs [sic] called for in the deepest water, as a matter 
of fact. | 


Q. 262.— Mr. Jones: In that case, then, I suppose, there bas been 


no actual experience as to the difficulty of picking up the cable for 
re , 


5? 

Nr. Fleming: Well, the depth is so very little more than cables 
that bave already been laid and successfully raised that I do not 
think there would be much difficulty; it would not be very much 
greater than in the case of the cables across the Atlantic. The 
deepest part of the Pacific that I know of that would be passed over 
by the Pacific cable would be 3,100 fathoms. The Atlantic is some 
2,500 fathoms in depth. Well, of course, there is the difference 
between 2,500 and 3,100; it is not so very serious. | 

Now, the only cable from Europe to Pernambuco which, 

at the time Sir Sandford Fleming gave this evidence 
(November, 1896), had been laid for anything like 20 years, 
was the 1873-74 Lisbon—Madeira—St. Vincent—Per- 
nambuco cable. The Lisbon—Madeira section was laid in 
1873 and worked well; but, on September 30th, 1873, the 
Seine and the Minia were ordered to remove a fault. The 
cable was broken on October 24th by the Minia, and on 
October 30th the first attempt to repair was abandoned. In 
April, 1874, Messrs. London and Lucas proceeded to the 
ground, and the repair was not completed until June 15th, 
1874, communication having been interrupted for a period 
of 234 days. The late Mr. Willoughby Smith accompanied 
the repairing expedition, and published an account of it in 
his Rise and Extension of Submarine Telegraphy (pp. 
312—315), from which I am quoting these facts. Four 
ships are stated to have been employed for 136 days. The 
depth at the fault is given as 2,250 fathoms; that at the 
final splice as 2,400 fathoms. In the course of the repair 
the cable parted three times ; never at the point of maximum 
tensile strain, but always at the point of minimum tensile 
strain ; once at 2:02 nautical miles from the surface, once 
at 2°34 nautical miles from the ship, once **at the bottom." 

Mr. Willoughby Smith describes a fault in the 2°34 nautical 

miles as “ owing to the conductor becoming, by some un- 

known means, distorted.” 

Another section of this cable—that from St. Vincent to 
Pernambuco—was also interrupted in deep water some 10 
years after it was laid. I do not know of any published 
account of this repair. The whole line from Lisbon to 
Pernambuco was duplicated about the same time, 1884. 
The only other cable to Pernambuco from Europe is that 
vid Teneriffe and St. Louis The St. Louis-Noronha- 
Pernambuco sections of this cable were only about four 
years old when Sir Sandford Fleming made the mis-state- 
ments of fact described above. This cable has been inter- 
rupted once in a depth exceeding that specified by Sir Sand- 
ford Fleming—1,500 fathoms, | 

It would be tedious to detail all the other mis-state- 
ments of ſuct made by Sir Sandford Fleming and other 
witnesses from whom the Committee accepted hearsay evi- 
dence; and with technical readers, the statements of opinion 
made by a railway engineer on the subject of the difficulty 
of repairing in 3,000 fathoms will have no weight. 

The Committee appear to have been so thoroughly satisfied 
with the above-quoted answers of Sir Sandford Fleming, 

that they did not think it necessary to put any such direct 
questions as to difficulty and expense of repairs to any one 
of the cable engineers who presented themselves for exami- 
nation. Neither Mr. M. H. Gray, nor Mr. Theophilus 
Smith, nor Mr. Alexander Siemens, nor Mr. F .R. Lucas was 
asked to put in a table of deep sea repairs, showing :— 

1. The depth of water at the fault. - 

‚ 2. Whether the fault was ever recovered or not. 

3. The number of times the cable parted during the 
repairing operations, stating whether (а) inboard, or (b) 
outboard ; giving, in this case, both the length from ship to 
break, and the depth of water at the spot. 

4, The depths at each end where new cable was spliced to 
original cable, 

5. The lengths of new cable put in, and of original cable 
abandoned. 

6. The length of time of interruption. 

7. The ship or ships employed in repair. 

8. The time the ships were out on repair. 


Bat incidentally, in the course of answering questions of 
a very different nature, Mr. Theophilus Smith and Mr. 
Lucas made some pregnant remarks relative to the very serious 
difficulty involved in increased depth, and the opinions of 
these experienced engineers were corroborated by facts 
described by Mr. H. A. C. Saunders. 

As these important and interesting remarks lie buried 
in & Blue-book which seems destined to be regarded only as 
: monument of inefficiency, I propose to piece them together 

ere. 

At page 200 of C. 9,247 there is a letter from the Tele- 

graph Construction and Maintenance Company, in which it 
is stated that the speed varies inversely as the KR, and 
that the KR of their last Atlantic cable was 2:41 x 10°; 
so that on the Vancouver-Fanning section а core of 
у aaa having KR = 738, would yield a speed 


of 2 say, about one-third of the 1894 Atlantic speed. 


8 f 
“ But we are of opinion that, in a cable of this great length, 
where the depth of water exceeds 3,000 fathoms, some 
sacrifice [of speed] must be made in order to keep the weight 
of the cable within practical limits. The experience that 
we gained in laying the 1894 Valentia-Newfoundland cable, 


which has a core 700 (the largest yet laid), showed us that, 


although a cable with that weight of core could easily be 
paid out in 3,000 fathoms, the strain in picking it up from 
that depth would approach the limit of strength that a 
cable manufactured with the best steel wire would possess. 
We have, therefore, specified for a core. 270 which 
would, when laid in a length of 3,650 miles, have a 
KR = 94." | 

It thus appears that, according to their own calculation, 


the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company 
expect the speed of their Vancouver-Fanning section to be 


only 9 45 or little more than a quarter of the speed of 
the 1894 Anglo-American cable. 

When Mr. Lucas presented himself for examination, the 
Committee seemed only anxious about the speed of the pro- 
posed cable, and it was in explaining the reasons that com- 
pelled him to limit the weight of the copper that Mr. Lucas 
made the following very important statements :— 


Q. 837.— . You have got to carry this weight of copper 
64 cwt. to the mile, that is adead weight. in the cable, and when 
you are working in picking up these cables in anything like 3,000 
fathoms with the very best material you have got no margin to 
spare; you have got nothing to give away at all, and if we were to 


load up our cables with a greater weight of core than that ЕЧ 


I think we should find, at all events when they were а very few 
years old, that it would be impossible to pick them up or repair 
them." 


On hearing this Lord Selborne remarked, “ І think that 
entirely exhausts that point of the subject," and he promptly 
proceeded (Q. 838) to ply the engineer-in-chief of the Tele- 
graph Construction and Maintenance Company with 
questions relative to European conventions as to 10-letter 
and 15-letter words ! 

In speaking of the copper as а dead-weight and as 
amounting to 64 cwt., Mr. Lucas, to be on the safe side, 
neglected the tensile strength of the copper wires and the 
weight of the water they displace. When the same pre- 
cautions are adopted, tlie excess in the dead-weight of 3,000 
fathoms of a cable with 860 Ibs. of copper, will still be only 
3 x (860 — 650) = 630 lbs. or 0:28 ton. | 

Now the weight in sea of the complete cable with 650 lbs. 
conductor is given in the letter put in by Mr. Lucas, at 
p. 200, as 1°13 tons per nautical mile (or 3°39 tons for 3,000 
fathoms), and the picking-up strain in 3,000 fathoms at a 
speed of half a knot is estimated for “ moderate weather " at 
not more than 6 tons. In a dead calm this picking-up strain 
would, of course, be much less than in a moderate sea. The 
breaking strain is given at about 84 tons, or 24 tons more 
than the moderate weather picking-up strain, and more than 
5 tons above the weight hanging from the bow sheave while 
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splicing іп a calm. Vet with these margins, ranging from 


95 to 5 tons, Mr. Lucas found it impossible to admit of an 
addition of anything like a quarter of a ton to the dead- 
weight. | 

I am convinced that Mr. Lucas is perfectly right in saying 
that with the existing type of cable he has no margin to spare 
and nothing to give away at all; but I am very far from 
agreeing with Lord Selborne that this point of the subject 
has been exhausted. I will return to it after citing some 
really valuable remarks which were evidently quite wasted 
on a non-technical committee. 

In reply to Questions 738—741 relative to a preliminary 
Survey, Mr. Theophilus Smith incidentally pointed out that 
in so great a depth as 3,000 fathoms it would be dangerous 
to keep a cable hanging vertically for even so short a time as 
three-quarters of an hour. Lord Selborne suggested 
[Q. 741]: “The operation, I suppose, in calm weather 
might safely be done, but there would be risk if the weather 
became at all stormy.” Mr. Theophilus Smith replied : 
“Т think it would be very risky if you had to buoy your 
cable in 3,000 fathoms at any time." 

In answer to Questions 1800—1808, Mr. Saunders 
informed the Committee that the portion of the Porth- 
curnow—Lisbon cable, which was laid in a depth of 2,700 
fathoms, had to be abandoned when a fault, developed there. 
* The fault was never recovered. . . . We had really to get 
the cable in 'comparatively shallow water, and abandon the 
deep sea part of it, which was 250 miles. . . . The repair, 


I may say, took 215 days, and we laid in, I should think, 


speaking in round figures, 300 or 350 miles of cable during 
that repair.” 

A little later, in reply to Q. 1,815, Mr. Saunders 
remarked : * You see the repairs on the Aden—Bombay 
section that I was speaking about, which was broken in 
1,900 fathoms, occupied a very long period ; that cable was 
broken down altogether 251 days; the ships were at work 
on it 103 days, and during the remaining 148 days we had to 
abandon repairs on account of the monsoon ; we laid in 176 
miles of new cable in that repair." 

I return now to the consideration of that point which 
Lord Selborne took to be exhausted. I have already quoted 
the late Mr. Willoughby Smith on the“ unknown means by 
which the conductor was “ distorted ” in the Lisbon-Madeira 
repair, when the cable always parted at the point of mini- 
mum tensile strain near the bottom and never at the point 
of maximum tensile strain at the bow sheave—although 
cables are necessarily at a disadvantage here by having to 
pass round the sheave. 

By a very curious coincidence Mr. Willoughby Smith was, 
as President, in the chair at the meeting of the Society of 
Telegraph Engineers on November 29th, 1883, when the hale 
Captain Samuel Trott and Mr. Frederic Adam Hamilton read 
а paper which dealt with the “mysterious agency " by which 
cables were “ wrung asunder”—always near the bottom 
where the tensile strain is little or nothing. 

A very valuable account of their large experience in deep 
sea repairing was most unfortunately marred by more than 
one most serious error. 

In picking up Atlantic cables they had observed, “ not 
once, not twice, but, perhaps, some 30 times," that the cable 
broke at the point of minimum tensile strain. Ifthe authors 
had confined themselves to relating their experiences in 
repairing, it would not have been necessary for Sir W. H. 
Preece to say :—“ It appears to me that my friends at this 
table who have brought their guns to bear upon the 
authors of these papers have lost the main point of the 


pers. 

The authors unfortunately dealt with the paying-out con- 
ditions as well as with the picking-up conditions. In 
picking- up they had observed cable coming over the bow 
sheave “quite flat, the lay much elongated and the core 
spewing out.“ They xere, of course, also aware that in 
paying-out in deep sea the cable may be seen unlaying itself 
as it passes from the drum to the water. The authors failed 
to follow, with their mind’s eye, any-given portion of cable 
from the surface to the bottom, and to mark how, in con- 
linuous paying out, the force causing the cable to rotate 
about its own axis in the direction of unlaying dwindles to 
zero аё a certain depth, and is then replaced by a force 
causing the cable to rotate in the opposite direction ; so that, 


as it lies upon a level bottom, the cable, having been unlayed 
by a certain number of turns and layed up again by the 
same number of turns, remains as free from any tendency 
to twist itself as when it was lying 1n the factory. 

In ascribing to continuously payed-out cable lying on a 
level bottom а tendency to wring itself asunder the authors 
were, I think, utterly wrong; but I think they were equally 
right when they were describing the very different case of 
discontinuous paying out (as when a ship is pulled up on an 
alarm from the testing room, or for change of tanks), and the 
cases of picking-up and surface buoying. I myself have 
seen a brand-new Atlantic cable wring itself into the most 
complicated knots in repairing operations. 

But the most unfortunate of the errors into which Messrs, 
Trott and Hamilton fell was that of assuming that, because a 
cable with iron wires laid spirally in a single sheathing had 
a strong tendency to wring itself asunder when hanging 
vertically in a great depth, therefore iron was a bad material 


for cable sheathing. Apparently it did not occur to the - 
authors that it would be possible to have an iron-sheathed 


cable that was free from any tendency to wring itself when 
hanging vertically in the deepest water. They abused iron, 
and belauded hemp. Тһе President opened the discussion 
by an interesting history of the case of iron versus hemp, 
and curiously enough, he entirely overlooked the identity of 
the “unknown means” causing distortion, which declared 
itself on the Lisbon— Madeira repair, and the ** mysterious 
agency" causing “wringing,” as described by Messrs. 
Hamilton and Trott. 

To quote Sir W. H. Preece again * :— 

“ They (Messrs. Trott and Hamilton) have brought before 
us а distinctly new fact; and it is quite impossible for gen- 
tlemen of their practical experience to have dared to bring 
before a Society like this a fact such as that to which they 
refer, if they had not very good evidence indeed of the 
existence of some action in deep water upon cables, which 
can be explained by this co-called wringing effect.” . . . 
* Where do they break," asked Mr. Preece, “is it near the 
ship, or is it at the bottom? 

„Never near the ship,” replied Captain Trott, unless 
by machinery or something of that sort. In all my experi- . 
ence I never knew a cable to break on deck but once." f 

Writing from Valentia [Ib. xiii. 123] Mr. James Graves 
quoted the late Prof. Fleeming Jenkin :—** No sensible un- 
twisting ever does occur ; about 40 or 50 turns are, at most, 
taken out per mile.” Mr. Graves followed Messrs. Trott 
and Hamilton in their error and multiplied an average of 
30 turns per mile by the number of miles between the ship 
and the place at which a cable when continuously paid out 
at an angle of 9° 30’, reaches the bottom. 

I have not Prof. Jenkin's Cantor lecture [February 5th, 
1866] before me, but I presume that his estimate was 
founded on data obtained with 1865-1866 Atlantic cables. 
The estimate seems very low, even for that open-sheathed 
type; but adopting it, and correcting it for the increased 
weight of the modern type and for the increased depths now 
about to be encountered, we get a number of turns accu- 
mulating at the bottom of a vertical length of 3,000 
fathoms, such as is very sensible indeed. And a factor of 
great importance is that in any repairing operation in 3,000 
fathoms there will be abundance of time for the turns to 
accumulate. Pace Sir Sandford Fleming, if we are working 
in an already great depth such as 2,500 fathoms, every 
additional fathom is felt; and to speak of the difference 
between 2,500 fathoms and 3,100 fathoms ай “ not во very 
serious,” is to display complete ignorance of the class of 
work in question. Would Sir Sandford Fleming describe 
the difference in driving an Atlantic liner at 31 knots instead 
of at 25 knots as “ not so very serious ? ” 

That 3,000 fathoms will, some day or other, be proved to 
be a perfectly workable depth, I have never doubted; but 
when, some years ago, I was asked if I would undertake the 
responsibility of laying cable in similar depths along a 
projected line, I stipulated for a period of three years to 
allow me time to experiment over the deep water in the Day 
of Biscay (where the Porthcurnow— Lisbon cable had to be 
abandoned), until I satisfied myself that I had arrived at a 
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~type of sheathing that would carry any desired core, and 
that would hang vertically in 3,000 fathoms in perfect 
safety—not merely for three-quarters of an hour, but for 
three-quarters of a day, or as long as I pleased. 


W. Sharpey Seaton. 
Montague House, 
Richmond. 


Long-Distance Ether Telegraphy. 


Having read your able articles on this subject, I should 
like to add a remark. In the Globe newspaper for February 
(I think), 1899, I briefly outlined a plan for trans-Atlantic 
or'other long-range messages with relays or repeaters, and 
sufficiently powerful electricity, which Marconi received 
favourably, and soon afterwards a company was formed to 
establish trans-Atlantic communication. We all know what 


has taken place since, and that arrangements are made for: 


а trans-Atlantic circuit without relays. It has been said 
that some ten is now the practicable limit of syntonised or 
* tuned " messages possible across the Atlantic, and hence 
allowing five words a minute to each message, only fifty 
words a minute, or not more than by a single cable, can be 
sent, I would point out that with relays this limit can 
be much increased. As Ше etheric oscillations pass 
in all directions, their lateral range for signalling is 
limited to the distance between the relays. If this distance 
is, say, 200, 300, 400 miles, the zone of signalling will 
extend these distances on each side of the line of relays. 
Beyond this zone, however, there might be another line of 
relays transmitting another set of ten-tuned messages, so that 
over the whole Atlantic & considerable number of simul- 
taneous messages might pass. It is easy to see that the 
principle applies to other oceans or continents, and that a 
general system of wireless communication might be founded 
on it, Such a system might also involve the use of wires or 
cables as connections between wireless circuits ; in short, be 
a combined system. I need not occupy your space with 
details obvious to a little thought. 

While writing I may observe that the experiments of 
Ritter, Lodge, and others with frog's limbs as detectors of 
etheric waves, throw a new light on the original and famous 
experiment of Galvani. We are told that his assistant 
touching the limbs with a scalpel saw them convulsed every 
time a spark was drawn from an electric machine. 


J. Munro. 


Electricity on Railways. 


The crude idea of the Heilmann and Ward-Leonard systems, 
to which you refer in your leading article last week, is con- 
tained in a paper read by me at the Telegraph Engineers in 
1881. I proposed to generate steam on a loco., use about 
half in the ordinary way to turn the driving wheels or loco. 
and the other half in a rotary engine direct coupled to a 
dynamo to supply motors fixed on a proportion of the axles 
of the carriages. 

I had chiefly in view the increased adhesion and power 
when accelerating or mounting grades, and the advantages 
of electric braking. 

. Heilmann, I think, converted all steam into electric power 
and had all his motors on the loco. 

Ward Leonard, of course, substitutes an electric motor for 
a steam engine, and has to face all the problems of electric 
transmission. 

On the whole, it seems to me, now you have mentioned it, 
that my system is quite as likely to be successful for long- 
distance runs as those of which it is the prototype. 


P. Cardew. 


Economy of Isolated Plants. 


On opening my ELECTRICAL Review last Friday morning 
I was quite startled to find myself confronted by such an 
ardent (yet disinterested!) champion of the Supply Com- 
fany, as your correspondent, Mr. Moul. 

I have studied with much interest (and I hope profit !) 


his delightfully temperate and impartial criticism of my 
costs based apparently on his “find” in the “ Central 
Station Directory" for 1901—2. 

I must, however, take the liberty of drawing Mr. Moul's 
attention to one small fact, which it appears he has over- 
looked, that the figures given in the “ Directory " refer to 
the plant as it stood in 1901, whereas the costs he is criti- 
cising are for the year 1900! | 

I must point out that although the additional plant is 
included in the return (giving a total of 215 x w.), this was 
not working until the middle of November, 1900, therefore 
no depreciation or other charges were taken on it for that 
year. 

I will now endeavour to satisfy Mr. Moul on the points 
he raises. 

Firstly, the old gas engine plant was written off by yearly 
depreciation, therefore there was no “loss on capital 
account," ` | | 

On coming to the next question re * general repairs,” I 
confess I was rather puzzled by your correspondent's remarks 
that it“ bears apparently no relation to capital employed, 
—why should it? I have generally found that machinery 
(especially electrical machinery) does not trouble itself about 
the capital employed, but exercises a sweet, will of its own in 
the matter of breakdowns. 

A set may run 18 months or more without trouble, and 
then run up a bill of £30 or £10 for repairs in a few 
weeks. | 

I may, however, state that the “general repairs" item 
does include everything © necessary to maintain the plant at 
its initial efficiency.” | 

* Wages chargeable to generating costs.” As Mr. Moul 
might have supposed, the Directory gives the total staff 
employed by the department, and not only the engine room 
hands; surely he cannot expect me to charge the lamp 
trimmers’ wages to generating costs. | 

At that time (1900) one driver and one stoker ‘were 
employed, with an additional driver and stoker for the extra 
shift during the three winter months. 

I pay my drivers 358. per week and the stokers 29s. per 
week ; surely Mr. Moul does not consider this underpaid for 
a working week of five and a half days ? 

The remainder of the charge is made up by a proportion 
of my salary (75 per cent.) charged to generating costs. 

The depreciation item is arrived at by writing off 10 per 
cent. per annum on the total capital employed (even on the 
foundations and smoke shaft !), and as the capital value of 
plant stood at £3,440 in 1900, it therefore follows that the 
depreciation was £344. | 

This arrangement of treating the capital is not my own, 
but is fixed by my firm, who consider it satisfactory. 

As regards the rental value charged, this, again, is fixed 
by my firm; and, considering that the buildings of 
requisite size employed in 1900 consisted of two old stables 
measuring 28 ft. by 18 ft. for engine and boiler house, I do 
not think it can be described as so “ extremely cheap " at а 
rental of £100 per annum. 

I should mention that the odd £15 under this head 
includes the boiler insurance and other minor charges, which 
Mr. Moul is во afraid I have left out. 

In reference to the last point raised by .your correspondent 
re the Supply Company's charges, I may state that the 
charge at that time (for supply at 100 volts) was 53d., so I 
have already shown a rebate amounting to 10 per cent. 

And as regards the large and “ continuous" supply of 
which Mr. Moul makes a point, he may be interested to 
know that this question was fully gone into last year, and 
that although, in view of extension of premises, we were 
prepared to guarantee a minimum of 200,000 units per 
annum, the lowest terms we could obtain worked out at 
3°33d. per unit. | 

I may mention that when the additional load is taken on 


by my plant I have guaranteed my firm a cost not exceed- 


ing 2:25d. per unit, with still a clear saving of £900 per 
annum ; but possibly Mr. Moul does not consider this worth 
troubling about ? 

I trust the above * explanation" will be satisfactory to 
Mr. Moul, as it is not my intention to be drawn into а 
controversy in these columns, the only object of my previous 
letter being to show that a few, at least of the English pri- 
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vate plants, make some attempt to keep a system of detailed 


costs. 
Hoping you will pardon the length of this letter. 


W. Newton Dumaresq. 
Electricity Supply Department, 
Derry & Toms, Kensington, W. 
. March 4th, 1902. 


LEGAL. 


NATIONAL COMPANY FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRICITY BY 
i SECONDARY GENERATORS. 


Тни case of in re the Companies’ Acts 1862 to 1893, and in re the 
National Company for the Distribution of Electricity by Secondary 
Generators, on Thursday, February 27th, came before the Court of 
Appeal composed of Lords Justices Vaughan-Williams, Stirling, and 


Cozens-Hardy on the appeal of Mr. Adam Scott, a shareholder, . 


from an order of Mr. Justice Wright in the Companies' Winding-up 
Court, dated April 17th, 1901, dismissing his petition for the-com- 
pulsory winding-up of the company which is in voluntary 
liquidation. | 

Mr. Scott appeared in person in support of his appeal; Mr. Gore 
Brown representing tbe respondents on the appeal. 

Mr. Scorr said his grounds for asking for the compulsory winding- 
up of the company were, first, that there were matters requiring 
searching investigation which could only be obtained by а com- 
pulsory winding-up order; and secondly, that such an order would 
tend to the recovering of a large sum of money which would benefit 
the whole body of shareholders. The issued capital of the company 
was £226,690, which was formed to acquire certain patents relating 
to the distribution of electricity by secondary generators. £210,000 
worth of fully paid shares were payable to the vendors, £16,690 
worth of shares being offered for publicsubscription. The appellant 
stated that there were shareholders representing £68,000 worth 
of shares supporting his petition, and there were no shareholders, 
as such, opposing it. He was also supported in his petition by 
Madame Ruelle, who was а creditor of the company to the extent 
of about £2,000. The company, however, counterclaimed against 
this lady for damages, and recovered judgment before Lord (then 
Mr.) Justice Cozens-Hardy, but that case was now sub judice in the 
Court of Appeal. 

Mr. GorE Brown stated that, if the counterclaim of the com- 
pany was upheld in the Court of Appeal, the amount this lady 
owed to the company would greatly excced the sum of £2,000, 
which the company owed the lady. 

Mr. Scorr went on to state that the company bought patents 
running in 17 countries from two co-vendors, who also became 
directors of the company. After five years Gaulard, one of the 
vendors, died. Gibbe, his co-vendor, who was the promoter of the 
company, then became supreme in the councils of the company. 
Gibbs controlled the company, which was, in reality, what was called 
а one-man company. His case shortly was, tbat Gibbs and the 
other directors (other than Gaulard) managed the affairs of the 
company, and that Gibbs had acted in the intereste of a French 
company registered in Paris, who were infringing tbe National 
Company's patent. The petition further alleged that the directors 
had been negligent in not proceeding against foreign infringers. 

Mr. Gorm Brown read an affidavit of the liquidator of the com- 
pany, which stated that the deponent was doing everything that he 
could in the interests of the shareholders, and Њаё the reason he 
did not bring actions against Gibbs and the other directors was 
because he did not think they would prove eucceesful. In answer 
to Lord Justice Vaughan-Williams, Mr. Gore Brown said that 
Madame Raelle, who was the administratrix of Gaulard, had fought 
the company on every possible occasion, both in the French and 
English Courts. He could not say what ber reason was for wishing 
for а compulsory winding-up order rather than a voluntary 
liquidation. 

Lord Justice V. WinLLIAMS: Mr. Scott, what do you say is the 
last thing tbat Gibbs and his friends Lave done that you com- 
plain of before the passing of the resolution for voluntary 
liquidation ? 

Mr. Scott: I first say that the defence of the company in this 
case has produced three affidavits; one by the liquidator, one by 
the secretary, and one by a director. Ав regards the promoter and 
vendor, whose acts I seek to review in this case and to whom the 
other directors were only dupes, he has not ventured to come before 
your Lordsbip. 

Lord Justice VauGHAN-WILLIAMS: You mean Gibbi Why do 
you not answer my question? What is the last act of Gibbs you 
complain of prior to the resolution for voluntary liquidation ? 

Mr. Scotr: Gibbs and his associates held the preponderating 
amount of shares in the company. On December 14tb, 1897, the 
annual meeting of the company was held. Nothing whatever was 
said at any time about any winding-up, voluntary or otherwise. 
The usual business of the meetiag was carried through, directors 
re-elected, accounts passed, and the accountant elected. 

Lord Justice V. WILLIAus: When I asked you for the last act 
that Mr. Gibbs did that you complain of, I expressly said, “ exclud- 
ing the voluntary liquidation." 

Mr. Scorr: There were a series of acts by which he kept the 
matter in connection with the infringers closed, until such time 


‚ there were certain dealings with a French company. 


arrived that no action could be revived or taken in France against 
the infringers. 

In answer to Lord Justice V. WILLIAMS, Mr. dogE Browy said he 
could not advise on the materials before him, that the company had 
any good canse of action against Gibbe, but supposing there was any 
cause of action, it would be for a gift of shares in the year 1883 to 
persons occupying a fiduciary relationship. That action, however, 
was statute barred. Then there were allegations that up to 1893 
So far as he 
could follow these dealings, they were not matters on which an 
action could be brought. Then there was a suggestion that in 1897 
Gibbs compromised an action which he should not have done. That 
was not statute barred, but he should want a little time to consider 
whether there was a good cause of action. 

Lord Justice WILLIAMS asked the learned counsel what he had 
to say about the presentation shares” mentioned in the affidavits. 

Mr. GorE Brown said it would seem that the subscription for the 
shares was not very successful, and that the directors might bave 
taken up the shares on receiving a bonus from the vendors. He 
only suggested that as an explanation. 

Lord Justice WILLIAus said he should not like to leave hold of 
this case without being assured that the liquidator would investi- 
gate this matter and enforce the rights of the petitioner and the 
other members of the company. 

Mr. GoRR Brown: The liquidator will undoubtedly inquire into 
the matter, and will not hesitateto bring actions if necessary. 

Lord Justice V. WiLLIAMS: It is now nearly four o'clock, and I 
shall be glad if by to-morrow morning the liquidator will inform us 
what the facts of these matters are. 

Mr. GorE Brown asked their Lordships for a little longer time 
in which to collect together the different documents and transfers. 
Lord Justice V. WILLIAMS: Will you be ready by Saturday? 

Mr. Gorg Brown: Yes. 

Lord Justice V. WiLLIAM8: Very well; we will put the case in 


: the list for Saturday. 


The hearing was sdjour.ed accordingly. 


In the Court of Appeal on Saturday, before Lords Justices 
Vaughan-Williams, Stirling, and Cozens-Hardy, the hearing was 
concluded. Mr. Scott's grounds for asking for a compulsory 
order were, first, that there were matters requiring searching 
investigation which could only be attained by a compulsory 
winding-up order; and, secondly, tbat such an order would 
tend to the recovery of a large виш of money which 
would benefit the whole body of shareholders. When the case 
was last before the Court, Lord Justice Vaughan-Williams said 
be should like to be assured that the liquidator would investigate 
the matters alleged, and enforce tbe rights of the petitioner and 
other members of the company. What struck him was a want of 
activity on the part of the independent liquidator. 


EASTERN AND SOUTH AFBICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY v. THE CAPE 
Town Tramways COMPANIES. 


BEroreE the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on several 
days last week, Lords Macnaghten, Shand, Davey, Robertson, and 
Lindley, considered an appeal from a judgment of the Supreme 
Court of Cape Colony, dated March 13th, 1900. After the argu- 
ments had been continued at some length, their Lordships resolved 
to take time to consider their judgment. The Times summarises 
the case as follows : —The appellant company carries on the business 
of transmitting telegraphic messages by cable between Cape Town 
and Europe. The defendant companies convey passengers in Cape 
Town and its suburbs in care propelled by electric traction. The 
effect of the use of electricity by the defendants оп their tramways 
had been seriously to interfere with the operations of the 
appellants in respect to the receiving and recording of messages by 
their cable, in that the cable was continually affected by variable 
electric currents passing through the earth and producing dis- 
turbances in the cable during the running of the tramcars, which 
made itat times impossible, and always difficult, to decipher the 
cable messages received by the company. The appellants brought 
the present suit against the respondents to recover damages in 
respect of these disturbances, contending that the matter was 
covered by the Acts under which the respondents worked ; a section 
of which provided in effect that in the event cf any electric leak 
taking place or damage being caused by electrolysis or otherwise 
the respondent companies would be responsible. The Supreme 
Court gave judgment for the respondents. 


READ т. THE HAMPSTEAD ELECTRIC SUPPLY Company, LIMITED. 


Tuis case came before Mr. Justice Byrne in the Chancery Division 
on Saturday on a motion for judgment in a debenture-holder’s 
action. 

Mr. EvsTACE SMITH, who appeared in support of the motion, said 
that the company had issued five different sets of debentures, ‘ A," 
“В,” "C" and “р,” and an unnamed debenture. The company 
carried on two distinct businesses, viz., the business of supplying 
electricity aud also a job-master's business. The “A” debentures 
were only secured on the business for the supply of electricity. The 
" B" had a first charge on the job master's business, the other 
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debentures having a charge on the job-master's business, as well as 
the other property of tne company. 

His Lorpsuie: Ате both these businesses part of the under- 
taking of the company ? 

Mr. Eustace SMITH : I think they are. 

The LEARNED COUNSEL continuing, said there was & trust deed 
to secure the “В” debentures; but no trust deed to secure any of 
the other debentures. The plaiatiff himself held some “A” and 
“С” debentures. The principal money became payable if the 
company made default for a period of three months in the payment 
of interest, and that default had happened. An effective resolution 
had been passed for the winding-up of the company. The B 
debentures had appointed a receiver under the powers in the trust 
deed, and a receiver had heen appointed on bebalf of the other 
debentures by the order of the Court. 

His Lorpsnie: Some of the debentures had a charge on 
everything ? 

Mr. Есѕтлсе SMITH: Yes. 

His LonpsuiP: Why not one receiver? All this means extra 
expense. 

Mr. Evstace Smita: Yes, my Lord; but I really do not know 
whether in this case there would be extra expense. There are here 
distinct properties and distinct businesses. 

His LoRDSHI P: What do you ask for? 

Mr. EvsTrACE Змітн: I ask for a declaration as to charge. 

Mr. CARTMELL, appearing for other debenture holders, said he 
desired to have an inquiry as to priorities.. 

His LonpsHiP said this was a very special case. He should order 
an inquiry as to what were the debentures to which the property of 
the company was liable, and also as to the property comprised in 
them. The inquiry would extend as to what were the respective 
priorities and an account of what was due. 

Мт. Gore Brown, for the respondents, said the matters into 
which the liquidator was now asked to go occurred 19 years ago, 
and if he proceeded to an investigation he would at once be met by 
the Statute of Limitations. The liquidator had no personal interests 
to serve, and if the Statute did not apply in this case he would be 
quite willing to deal with the matters to which his attention had 
been called. 

Mr. Scott argued that the Statute did not commence to run, in 
the case of directors who had committed breaches of trust, until the 
breaches alleged had been discovered. 

After considerable discussion, Lord Justice WILLtAuS said he 
would give the liquidator the opportunity of showing his good faith 
in the matter. They would adjourn the case for a fortnight, which 
would allow of the liquidator making & report with reference to 
presents of shares and other matters which had been brought into 
question. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


HariFAX CORPORATION BILL. 


On Thursday last week the Halifax Corporation Bill came before 
Mr. Jeune, the Examiner, with a petition for an additional pro- 
vision. It was stated that by the Halifax Corporation Act, 1900, 
the Corporation had power to lay a line of tramway from Halifax 
to and through the adjoining urban district of Sowerby Bridge. 
The powers were obtained at the request of the Sowerby Bridge 
Urban District Counci!', but it had not been laid in consequence of 
the heavy cost of making a proposed new road between Skircoat 
Green to Pye West. The Sowerby Urban District Council had 
again requested the Corporation either to proceed with this line or 
to obtain powers to lay some other line with easier gradients. To 
carry out the request, the Corporation asked for the insertion of 
additional clauses to construct two sections of tramway.—It was 
found that Standing Orders had not been complied with, and: the 
Bill will accordingly go bcfore the Standing Orders Committee, 
who will decide whether Standing Orders sball be dispensed with. 


NEWCASTLE-.ON-TvNr ELECTRICITY ЅСРРІҮү BILL. 


On Friday the Court of Referees sat to consider the objections of 
the promoters of the above Bill to the opposition of the Newcastle 
and District Electric Lighting Company, and the Northern 
Counties Electricity Supply Company, Limited. 

Мг. R. Harris, K.C., represented the Newcastle and District 
Electric Lighting Company, and said that the promoters of thc Bill 
proposed to supply electricity to a large portion of the County of 
Northumberland. The petitioners supplied electricity west of New- 
castle, and were also applying that session for a provisional order to 
supply within the district of Newburn, and had the approval of the 
local authority. He contended that there was no reason for com- 
petition, and that were such competition allowed, it would be 
ruinous to both parties. The promoters of the Bill ouly asked for 
authority to supply for power purposes, but his clients we e asking 
for permission to supply for both power and lighting. The 
petitioners were also in negotiation for the transfer of the order for 
Benwell from the local authority, and they asked for a locus on the 
ground of competition. 

Mr. PEMBER, K.C., contended on behalf of the promoters of the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Bill that there would 
be no competition, aud if there was, the grant of a locus standi 
was within the discretion of the Court; until the petitioners 
bad got the order for Newburn they had no existence. Even 
were they to come in they were protected by his Bill, which 


said his company should only supply electricity to authorised dia- 
tributors, or for power purposes. 

Mr. R. HARRTS also represented the Northern Counties Supply 
Company, who, he said, either had applied or were applying for 
provisional orders for practically the whole of the district, which 
was proposed to be dealt with by the Bill. 

The Court decided that the petitioners had no right to be heard 
against the Bill. 


Sovre Waxes ELECTRICAL Power BILL. 


Mn. Pemper, K.C., appeared before the Court of Referees on 
Friday on behalf of the South Wales Electrical Power Company 
to oppose any locus being granted to the Corporations of Cardiff, 
Newport and Swanses, and the Urban District Councils of Abercarn, 
Abertillery, Ebbw Vale, Margam, Mountain Ash and Tredegar. 
Requisitions were made to withdraw the petitions on behalf of all 
the petitioners but the Corporations of Cardiff and Swansea, and 
this was allowed. Mr. Pember stated that the other opposition had 
been settled by the insertion of a clause in the Bill at the proper : 
time, and accordingly these petitions were also withdrawn. 


Н 


STANDING ORDER PROOFS. 


Tue following Bills came before Mr. Campion on Friday for proof 
of compliance with Standing Orders :— 

North Metropolitan Tramways Bill. -The necessary proofs of 
compliance with Standing Orders were given in the case of this Bill 
which seeks power to electrify the undertaking of the North Metro- 
politan Tramway Company outside the County of London. 

Ii ndon United Tramways Bill.—Onthe application of the Rich- 
mond Corporation, the consideration of this Bill was again post- 
poned till March 17th. Mr. Campion intimated that this would be 
the last postponement. 

Oa Monday the following Bills came before Mr. Campion for 
proof of compliance with Standing Orders :— 

IL. C. C. Tramways and Improvements.—It was found that the 
Standing Orders iu the case of this Bill had not been complied with 
80 far as the proposed tramways in Wandsworth were concerned, 
and the matter will accordingly go before the Standing Orders 
Committee, who will decide whether or not this portion of the Bill 
shall be proceeded with. 

Croydon and District Electric Tramways.—In the case of the 
Croydon and District Electric Tramways, Standing Orders were 
found not to have been complied witb, and the Bill will, therefore, 
go before the Standing Orders Committee. 

AN'ewcastle-on- Тппе Corporation Tramways Eytension.— The Mex- 
borough and Swiuton Tramways, the Hastings Tramways, the Tor- 
quay and Paignton Tramways, the London United Tramways, and 
the Birmingham Midland Tramways Bills were also down for con- 
sideration, but were postponed till March 10th. | 

The Examiner of the House of Lords, on Monday, found that 
Standing Orders were complied with in the South Shields, 
Sunderland and District Tramways. 


PETITIONS WITHDRAWN. 


(floucester Electric Power Bill.—In the case of this Bill, the 
following petitions have been withdrawn: — Gloucester County 
Council, Lyndsey Gas Company, and the Rural District Councils of 
Dursl-y, Stroud, and Wheatenhurst. 

Leicester anil Warwick Electric Power Bill.—The Warwick County 
Council and the Midland Railway Company have withdrawn their 
petitions in opposition to this Bill. : 


THE L. C. C. TRAMWAY RAIL CONTRACT. 
DECISION TO PURCHASE BELGIAN RAILS. 


Ат а meeting of the London County Council on Tuesday the High- 
ways Committee recommended the Council to accept the tender of 
Messrs. P. and W. Maclellan for the supply, for the sum of 
£41,742, of the track, slot and conductor rails required for the 
extension of the conduit tramways in South London, and to allow 
the contract to be sublet to the Société Anonyme des Acieries 
d'Angleur, of Tilleur, near Liége. 

Mr. W. C. SrEADMaAN, who moved that the report should be 
referred back for further consideration, stated that oue of the news- 
papers a fortnight ago came to the conclusion that the reason why 
the Highways Committee proposed to give the contract to a Con- 
tinental firm was owing to the labour conditions which were 
regulated by the County Council, and the respousibility for the 
action of tne Committee was thrown upon the organised workers. 
As a trade unionist he repudiated the suggestion. There was no 
reference in tbe recommendation to the conditions of labour. The 
Council threw away £500 on schemes as if pounds were fartbings, 
but the view taken by it towards organised workers was entirely 
different. Ihe Council had no right to complaiu of trades unions 
sending contracts to foreign countries because of the condi- 
tions which it had laid down. He was advocating protection, 
and he would stand up for British labour as against sweated 
labour on the Continent. There were two vital principles involved 
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in the question. The first was that the order was only an instal- 
ment of work which would be required ; that was a £41,000 con- 
tract, but it might be £500,000 before the work was completed. In 
the second case it would have a detrimental effect upon the munici- 
palities which, where the labour party was well represented, were 
giving contracts to local firms. As the Standing Orders of the 
Council provided that the rates of wages should be those recognised 
as current in the district, he desired to know what control the Com- 
mittee would have overthis particular contract, and what standard 
of wages was going to be fixed. Wasit to be Leeds, Manchester, 
Birmingham, or London, and if not one of those, what would it 
be? The Council’s Standing Orders did not provide for any 
standard rate of wages outside Great Britain. The speaker might 
be told that the rate would be that recognised in Belgium, but 
before that could be done, the Standing Orders would have to be 
amended, as they did not apply outside this country. He contended 
that there was absolutely no control over the sub-contractor. 
Referring to the question of efficiency and durability, Mr. Stead- 
man remarked that, according to information placed at his disposal 
by an eminent engineer, Belgian steel was of inferior quality to 
English steel. The life of rails made of the latter would be 25 per 
cent. longer, whereas Belgian rails, although cheaper in initial cost, 
would be dearer in the long run. The Central London Railway 
Company, which obtained its rolling stock from America, knew 
better than to buy its rails there, and obtained them in England. 
That proved conclusively that, although the cost might be more, it 
was more than compensated by the greater durability of English 
rails. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the contract would 
not be allowed to go out of the country, as that would be setting a 
precedent without knowing how it would end. 

Mr. T. P. GASKELL seconded the amendment, because he was 
anxious that the County Council should be consistent. The 
Council had laid down conditions that trade union rates of wages 
should be maintained in all contracts, but that was absolutely 
impossible according to the committee's proposal. Tf there was any 
reason for excluding foreign tenders for the rails for the Tooting 
lines, the same reason held good more strongly on the present 
occasion. "The spesker suggested that a rail ring had been formed 
ia this country, and he would be sorry to see the Council at the 
mercy of British manufacturers. There was, however, a way out of 
the difficulty, and that was by inviting tenders for the whole of the 
works at one time. 

Sir ALGERNON WEST expressed surprise that protectionist 
suggestions should emanate from the labour bench. There were 
proposals being made in higher circles for protection, but he would 
be very sorry if anything the Council did would favour them. Тһе 
Council had no right to cripple the tramways and saddle them with 
expenditure for the purpose of increasing the amount of the con- 
tract. 

Colonel RorTON observed that the conditions in regard to labour 
were distinct and well defined. The Council stipulated that it 
wouldnot place a contract with & firm which did not pay trade 
union rates, that there should be no sweating, aud that if either of 
those conditions were broken, the contract might be terminated at 
once to the loss of the firm. Had the Council any guarantee that 
by sending the order to Belgium those principles would be 
observed? Was it not certain that they would be broken in every 
particular? The recommendation of the Committee was a case of 
killing the goose which lays the golden eggs, the employer being 
the goose and the eggs the wages of the English workmen. 16 would 
be a violation of all the priuciples which had hitherto governed the 
Council's contracte, whilst, at the same time, there was a rule 
against the sub-letting of work; yet, in the present case, the whole 
of the contract would be sub-let. Men would be employed on the 
work who would not receive the same rate of wages or work the 
same number of hours, and the result would be that the Council 
would cease to employ British contractors, and the contractors 
would discontinue the employment of English workmen. If the 
amendment was not accepted the Council would sacrifice its prin- 
ciples, and it would be no use hereafter to talk of sweating the 
workmen and starving the people, because the Council itself would 
have broken those regulations by giving the present contract to & 
foreign firm. 

Mr. J. W. BENN, chairman of the Highways Committee, stated 
that the members were there as trustees of the ratepayers, and if 
the latter permitted them to undertake large works such as the con- 
struction of tramways, the Highways Committee regarded it as a 
first principle that it was their duty to get the work carried out at 
the lowest possible price consistent with tbe qvality and main- 
tenance of those conditions which governed the contracts given out 
by the Council. Mr. Steadman had supported British industry, but 
there was a question of give and take, aud the speaker referred 
to the exchange of commodities between Belgium and England. 
It would be, he said, a monstrous and injudicious thing for 
the Council to limit its requirements to the narrow range proposed 
by the mover of the amendment. The latter had recently raised 
the question of paying all the tramway employés a minimum wage 
of 30s. a week. Mr. Benn on that occasion was compelled to state 
that the protits bad declined, but that the Committee were doing 
their best for the men. Inthe present case tbe acceptance of an 
Jinglish tender would add 18 per cent. to the cost of the tramways, 
and when they came to add up the profits at the end of the year, 
there would be so many thousands of pounds less to divide among 
the workers in whom Mr. Steadman manifested such an interest. 
With regard to the rails for the Tooting lines, Prof. Kennedy con- 
sidered that it would be cafe to restrict the tenders to Great Britain. 
That had been done, and they bad discovered the existence of a 
ring to which Mr. Gaskell had referred. Тһе Council bad had some 
of the ring. The result was that in the light of the present tenders 
the offers received for the Tooting rails were 20 per cent. higher 


than the highest of the tenders before the Council on that occasion, 
and the present quotations were the result of the attempt to break 
down the ring. The Committee were also concerned about the 
question of British labour, and in order to show the position of 
affairs, Mr. Benn mentioned that out of the total contracts given 
out for the tramways, only 9 per cent. of the sum of £290,000 had 
been placed abroad. The Committee'had a right to insist that the 
rails should be made under the conditions fixed by the Standing 
Orders. When the firms tendered the Committee said they would 
treat all of them alike, and they had to submit offers 
according to a document which provided that “all wages 
to workmen for work shall be paid by the contractor at the 
rates arranged between employers and workmen in the rail trade in 
that part of the country where the order is placed." The Council 
could see that the labour conditions were carried out,and if the men 
were paid less than the rates prevailing in the district or were sweated, 
the Council could punish the contractors. As to the quality of the 
rails, Mr. Benn stated that а test had been fixed from which there 
was no escape. It was a test based upon the chemical constitution 
of the iron, во that the Council could not possibly be defrauded. The 
English firm which came next to the foreign tender objected to 
submit to the test, so that in regard to quality and price the 
committee had, under the circumstances, done their best in the 
interests of the Council. 

The amendment only received twenty votes, and the recom- 
mendation of the committee was then carried. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
WHEE ENDING Mar. 5TH, 1901. . WIE ENDING Man. 4TH, 1902. 


Adelaide . Value £85 Adelaide . Value £42 
Alexandria .. os РЕА а 95 Alexandria . s - . 171 
Amsterdam .. vs e ss 129, ' Teleg. mat. 
Auckland. M T ER 49 | Amsterdam. ; es 


Buenos Ayres 


Brisbane. Teleph. wire 


225 

«d . 100 

an Bombay va 8 a Fa 78 
Teleg. wire . 490 255 
80 


t ] 

Calcutta  .. " гә .. 325 Buenos Ayres. Teleg, mat. 
Cape Town .. a as .. 492 Calcutta ги ©» . 859 
Colombo ә 28 .. 246 Cape Town .. m Ps . ) 988 
Copenhagen we is T 14 | Teleg. mat. 3,238 
Durban га ni З oo 6097 | Colombo T 57 
Gibraltar ке МЕ T 40 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 73 
Gothenburg.. а 28 Durban ; А à 0 886 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat. .. 300 East London А 217 
Hong Kong. Teleg. apparatus 1.175 „ Teleg. mat. кә ЗІ 
Kobe. Teleg.cable . .. 1,112 Gibraltar vs sa 102 
Kure. Teleg. cable . 6,532 Launceston 30 
Launceston. . 194 Liban 2 oe ©» as 54 
Madras. Elec. tramw ay parts 285 Madras 885 T as -- 120 
Melbourne .. m . 547 Melbourne .. 1,210 
Teleg. mat. .. 2,043 Teleg. appris. .. 730 
Monte Video 21 1,45 Perth. .. 150 
Perth. X T ә x 96 Rio de Janeiro .. 189 
Rio Janeiro. ° а a os 89 Teleg mat. 2,433 
Singapore .. NECS T" 33 Rotterdam. Qu wire is 21 
Sydney БЯ д» s v 10 | Santos 9 е .. 378 
Буга .. 5% 26 Ss ix 7 Shanghai .. "P vis .. 190 
Trinidad . ne s "m 14 — Singapore .. “з E si 82 
Valparaiso .. - 8 .. 66 Stockholm. Teleg. wire .. 227 
Vigo .. pi 25 9 ee 28 Sydney 8 ze ә .. 1,023 
Wellington .. at "t . 151 Wellington .. Ex wi .. £33 
Yokohama .. m ee - 25 
- Total "s £21,595 Total n £14,452 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Channel Islands 
235 cwt. creosoted teleph. poles — 


Annual Dinner.—The tenth annual dinner of the 
counting house and warehouse staff of Isidor Frankenburg, Limited, 
Greengate, Salford, took place recently at the Atlantic Restaurant, 
Manchester. Alderman Frankenburg, J.P., who presided, was sup- 
ported by Messrs. Merton and Ralph Frankenburg (directors), 
Messrs. Sydney Frankenburg, and others. Mr. J. Medway gave 
“The Directors of Isidor Frankenburg, Limited.” Alderman 
Frankenburg, in response, expressed his indebtedness to those 
present for tbe way in which the toast had been received. Ава 
rule, it was not his custom to discuss business matters at that gather- 
ing, when they met for enjoyment, but on this occasion he felt it 
his duty just to say a few words about the regretted absence of 
several gentlemen who had held prominent positions. Let him 
assure them that this was not the fault of the directors. He had seen 
an announcement in trade papers that Mr. So-and-So has severed 
his connection with Isidor Frankenburg, Limited," but it would 
have been more correct to say that Isidor Frankenburg, Limited, 
had severed their connection with them.” He had great hopes in 
the young men he saw around bim, and to show that he had 
every confidence in them, he was shortly going to take one of the 
longest holidays he ever had. Last year he missed his holiday. 
He thought it was the greatest complimont he could pay them when 
he said he had sufficient contidence to leave them to support his 
two sons, who were his co-directors in the company. Mr. Merton 
Frankenburg, in responding to the toast, asked those who were 
present to stick to their work, and assured them that if they acted 
in an honest and upright way, they would be sure to be rewarded. 
Mr. Ralph Frankenburg also acknowledged the toast. Mr. S. Rowe 
proposed “The Visitors." The toast was heartily received, Mr. 
Tinto acknowledging it. Mr. Pollitt also responded in a humorous 
speech, and concluded by submitting the toast of the gentlemen who 
had carried out the arrangements for their successful gathering— 
Messrs. Rowe and Swire. 
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Bankruptey Proceedings.—The first meeting of 
creditors was held on Wednesday at the London Bankruptcy 
Court, before! Mr. Burgess, assistant receiver, under the failure 
of Henry Van der Weyde, photographer and inventor, 182, Regent 
Street, W. It appeared that the debtor, in addition to carrying on 
business as a photographer and portrait painter, has for many years 
been interested in inventions. That with which bis name was 
principally associated wasia connection with photography by electric 
light, and being unable to sell it at a fair price he exploited it iu 
his own business. About three years ago the debtor formed the 
Star Ice, Limited, to work an invention bf his own for Бе purpose 
of trade marking pure ice, so as {9 be able to identify it even in 
one's own glass. That company, which had an issued capital cf 
4: 30,000, took over the assets and business cf the Cube Ice, Limited, 
which the debtor registered seven years ago. He acted as managing 
director of the Star Ice, Limited, until it went ioto liquidation a 
year ago. 
.some of which had been handed over to creditors. The chairman 
reported tbat accounts bad been filed sbowing ranking liabilities 
£12,627 and assets 28. id. only. The debtor held 3,534 shares in 
the Star Ice, Limited, and was interested in a bicycle patent, an 
insulated tea bag, a convertible folding tricycle attachment, and the 
American patent for star ice, but he was unable at present to state 
the value of those interests. The failure was attributed to liabili- 
ties for money borrowed to work the debtor's inventions and his 
inability to realise them ; aleo to loss on the trading owing to the 
debtor's want of business habits. In tbe absence of any offer the 
case was left in the handa of the Official Receiver to be wound up 
in bankruptcy. 


Disselutions and Liquidations.—Messrs. W. F. Fair 
and F. Leslie (W. Fulton, Fair & Co., Theobald's Road, London) 
have dissolved partnership. 

A meeting of the Standard Dynamo and Motor Manufacturing 
Company is to be held at Bradford on April Sth to hear an account 
of the winding ор from the liquidator (Mr. W. Beanland). 

The first meetings of creditors and contributories in rc Charles 
Bright & Co. are to be held at Carey Street, W.C., on March 12th, 
at 11.30 and 12.30 a.m. respectively. 

Messrs. A. L. Rhodes, C. W. Webster and S. W. England, carrying 
on business at City Electrical Works, Sunbridge Road, Bradford, 
under the style of Messrs. Rhodes & Webster, has been dissolved 
by mutual consent. Debts will be attended to by the remaining 
partners, A. L. Rhodes and S. W. England, who are continuing tae 
business as usual, and without alteration in the name of the firm. 


Books Received, — * Simple Mechanical Working 
Models," Edited by Percival Marshall London: Dawbarn and 
" Die Elektrischen Einrichtungen der Eisenbahnen,” by К. Bauer, 
Ward, Limited. 6d. net. 
А. Prasch and О. Wehr. Wien: A. Hartleben, 1902. 


Catalogues and Lists.— The British Thomson- Houston 
Company have issued а new list of their motor-starting rbcostats. 
It is illustrated in their usual excellent style on art paper, and 
details the construction of their apparatus for this class of.electric- 
driving installations. 

We have received from the General Electric Company 1900), 
Limited, an illustration of a special show case which they are 
making illustrating the manufacture of a Robertson lamp from 
cotton wool and cellulose to the finished article. We understand 
that the company are supplying this case to all customers who care 
to exhibit one of them in their establishments at merely nomina) 
cost. One object which it is hoped to achieve by the extensive 
exhibition of the cases is to keep before the public the fact tbat 
incandescent lamps are made in England, and that the Robertson 
lamp is one of the best known among the number. 

Mesers. Rylands Brothers, of Warrington, Limited, bave placed 
before us a new list of their wires, staplee, copper lightning con- 
ductors, &c. 

We have received from Mr. William Whittaker, of Yorkshire 
Street Ironworks, Burnley, some circulars relating to his patent 
improved mechanical stoker, which has patent self-clearing dead- 
plate apparatus, and improved stationary firebars, for preventing 
black smoke, for quick steam raising, and fuel and labour saving. 

The British Electromobiles Company, of Bloomsbury Place, have 
sent to us an art catalogue, in which are given detailed descriptions, 
with illustrations of their several styles of electromobiles. The 
batteries, controllers, motors, stearing gears, brakes, and other parts 
are particularised, and terms for hire or sale are stated. 

From the General Electric (1900), Limited, we have received a 
copy of their final catalogue (Section F.), in which we finda great 
deal of matter, and many illustrations, relating to “Byng-Hawkins” 
multipolar dynamos and motors, single and three-phase generators 
and motors, travelling cranes, engines, ёс. Tke company are 
removing their present engineering department from their Man- 
chester works to the new works at Witton, where they will be able 
to deal with the largest electrical machinery of every description. 


The G.E. Company have also issued a new list of special illu- * 


minating devices for the Coronation. А number of effective designs 
are shown of letters and lanterns, and foliage and luminous flower- 
sprays. We shall have occasion to return to this matter at a 
later date. 

An illustrated catalc gue of electric light supplies has been brought 
ont by Messrs. G. Straus & Co., Limited, of Upper Thames Street, 
E.C. We find therein details of cables and wires, Venus lamps, 
holders, fuse-boards, ceiling roses, switches, arc lamps, stage lighting 
apparatus, and many other things for electric lighting. 

Messrs. Cowlishaw, Walker & Co., Limited, of Stoke-on-Trent, 
have placed before us one of itheir lists of their patent elastic 
clutches or couplings, 


As vendor he received between 5,000 and 6,000 shares, 


Messrs. H. V. Kramer & Co., electrical engineers and con- 
tractors, of Lower Weston, Bath, bave sent us quite a number of 
their trade lists of electrical supplics and machinery. Their 
installation speciality catalogue details a large variety of lamp- 
holders, electrical illumination equipments, pendants, ceiling lamps, 
hall Jamps, brackets, &c. Other sheets show their electric heating 


apparat us, controllers and brakes for hoists, electric lifts, three- 


phase dock cranes, the Grisson gearing, electric motor braces, 
three-phase motors, and electrical measuring instruments. 

Frem the Electric and Ordnance Accesscries Company, Limited, 
there has come to hand an illustrated catalogue (Section A) of the 
Stellite electric lighting accessories. Their patent lamp-holders, 
Н.У. plug adaptor, wall plug for high voltages (eccentric terminal), 
looping-in ceiling rose, three-way ditto, counter-weight fittings, 
oblong cut-outs, fuseboards, numerous types of switches (including 
the Dwarf rotary switch), the detailed parts for the Stellite high 
voltage system, numerous designs of bracket, and many other 
things are described and fully illustrated. 

Mr. Fabius Henrion, of Nancy, bas sent us some illustrated lists 
of his well-known “ Graphitique " carbons. 

Messrs. Walker & Aodgette, Limited, of St. Simon's Electrical 
Works, Salford, have just published a new catalogue, in which they 
give particulars of their manufactures of electrical machinery for 
central station, tramway, ship lighting, electro-chemical, and other 
departments of electrical industry. A specification is given of their 
standard pattern 1,000-light dynamo, motor-generator, motors of 
both open and enclosed types, and electric pumps. The list is well 
illustrated. 

Messrs. Estler Brothers, of London, kave sent us а сору of their 
excellent pamphlet, describing the Hewitt & Rhodes' patent pneu- 

mat ie slipper brake, with which readers of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
are already quite familiar through the detailed articles which have 
appeared in our columns during the past few months. A number of 
capital pictures are viven of cars which are equipped with this form 
of brake at Oldham and Stockport. Sectional and general views of 
the brake also appear. 

Messrs. John Phillips & Co., of Walworth Road, S.E., have sent 
usa copy of their latest list (fully illustrated) of the Lightning“ 
automatic commutator grinder, which is being used by some of the 
largest dynamo makers in the kingdom, and also in lighting and 
power stations. 


Electrical Exhibitions.—On Tuesday last week, an 
elcctrical exhibition was held at Doncaster in the Guildhall, under 
the auspices of the Corporation electrical department. The exhibits 
included various electrical appliances for lighting, heating, driving, 
ard so on. 

An exhibition of a similar character was held at the Town Hall, 
Hoylake, by the Hoylake and West Kirby D.C., and remained open 
for three days. The object of the exhibition was, of course, to 
bring before the public the many uses to which the Corporation 


supply could be put. 


On 26th ult. an electrical exhibition was opered at Bermondsey 
Town Hall by Colonel Bevington, the Mayor. There were quite a 
large number of exhibitors. Messrs. Veritys showed their motors 
for machine driving, arc lamps, telephones, and numerous electrical 
fittings. Messrs. Mackey's Electric Lighting Company exhibited 
many designs of incandescent lamps. The Thames Electrical Engi- 
reeriug Works showed motors for different purposes; а Lino- 
type nachine, driven by a Siemens motor, was exhibited by Messrs. 
F. Shaw & Co. Messrs. Hargrave & McCraight bad motor-driven 
fans, enclosed mot: rs, the Nernst lamp, and are lamp mechanism 
on vicw. Among the exhibits shown on tle stand of Messrs. 
Tyler & Duncan were several of the Union Electric Com- 
pany's arc lamps, togetber with cue of their minimum switches. 
It is claimed fcr these arc lamps that the current flow in them is 
very steady, in spite of the fact that they are only shunt wound. 
We are informed that the current through the arcs remains constant 
after the arcs have attained their normal formation; this is due to 
the patented heat compensator which is used with the lampe. "Tbe 
Atkinron ammeters were shown in series with some arc lamps at the 
rame stand, and we understand that they are absolutely dead-beat. 
Electric motors were also shown by the Langdon-Davies Motor 
Company; electrical illuminations by the E L.B. Company and by 
Messrs, O. T. Parks & Co.; Jandus Jamps and sundry motors and 
fittings were exhibited by "Messrs. Wateon, Merry & Powell; the 


. Edison & Swan Company showed their incandescent lamp manu- 


facture, and the other exbibitors included the Simplex Steel 
Conduit Company, the Dowsing Radiant Heat Company, the 
Brockie-Tell Arc Lamps, Limited, Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co., the 
Reason Manufacturing Company, and others. Mr. W. H. Vincent, 
tke resident electrical engineer, rendered very efficient service to 
the Bermondsey Council in connection with the exhibition. 


Electrical IIluminations.— The entire illuminations in 
connection with the /s to celebrate the centenary of Victor Hugo 
were entrusted by the City Council of Paris to the French repre- 
sentatives of the Electric Lighting Bcards, Limited, of London. 
These illuminations were on a very extensive scale, and were 
particularly good at the Place des Vosges, Place Victor- Hugo, aud 
the Place de l'Hotel-de-Ville. А brilliant effect was produced at 
the Place des Vosges by means of the company’s flexible strip 
studded with lamps of all colours, and right round the eutire rlace 
were arranged electric lighting boards, some 90 in number, on 
each of which was written in coloured electric Jamps the 
name of one of the poet's works. A figure of "Fame" wis 
seen brilliantly illuminating the house inhabi'ed by Victer 
Hugo, this figure being about 12 ft. in beight, aud the design was 
outlined on the E.L.B. system. The decoraticn scheme in tke 
Place Victor-Hugo was made to represent a Romen circus, and in 
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front of each platform were four poles bearing baskets of electric 
flowers. From these baskets were suspended garlands of electric 
flowers stretchiog from pole to pole, and disappearing in the rows of 
trees beyond, the whole producing an effect of dazzling beauty. 
The Place de l'Hotel-de-Ville was also beautifully illuminated by 
the use of the company’s strip studded with electric lights shaded 
by artificial flowers, and the principal buildings, including the facade 
of the Town Hall, were outlined on the E L B. system. About 
25,000 8-c P. lights were used on the Place Victor-Hugo, and many 
thousands on the other two squares, and the whole of the work was 
done with about 10 days’ notice, ready for lighting up on Thursday 
last, when the ficst display took place. The display was repeated 
on Sunday night. 

The following letter has come to band from the Imperial 
Lighting Company :— “In reply to the criticism of Mr. Joseph 
Boyce, we beg to inform bim and your readers generally that we 
shall at the end of this week commence sending to every electricity 
supply engineer particulars and price list of our patent ‘Fairyland’ 
system of electric illuminations. In this list there will be given 
full particulars and prices of strip for outlining buildings, windows, 
doors, & 3., and of fitted-up devices such as stara, crowns, initials, 
K . We are sorry to say, however, that we think that gas engineers 
will outstrip their electrical brethren in illuminating, as we know 
from past experience that nearly every gas engineer makes some 
effort towards decorative display? Do electrical engineers? Aud 
yet, if they were to exercise a little ‘energy and ingenuity,’ they 
conld with a very little cost outshine all rivals. Now may we give 
a hint to electrical engineers, and that is that they should entwine 


a string of coloured lamps with reflectors around what is very often 


the most conspicuous object in the town—namely, their own 
chimney-shaft. Some engineers may say that it will be impossible 
to get to the top of the chimney. Quite so. Then we suggest that 
thev use the longest ladder they can get; and we feel sure that а 
little ‘energy ' and ‘ingenuity ' will be all that is required to make 
a mot successful show.—THE IMPERIAL LianHTINGa COMPANY, 
WALTER R. LAMBERT." 


Fire.—Although the fire which took place in the ware- 
house of the Stewart Electrical Syndicate, Limited, on Tuesday 
evening did a considerable amount of damage, more than half of 
the stock appears to be uninjured, thanks to the fact that some of 
the staff were on the premises when it broke out, and the prompti- 
tude with which the Fire Brigade arrived. No delay is, therefore, 
anticipated in filling orders, but the company bespeak the courteous 
co «sideration of customers should they not receive delivery of their 
orders quite as promptly as they wish. 


For Sale.—Messrs. P. Huddleston & Co. are to sell by 
auction at Peterborough, on March 18th, à quantity of engineering 
plaut and numerous effects of Messrs. Tyler & Ellis. Particulars 
thereof appear in our advertisement pages to-day. 


Maly.—Plant is about to be put down to utilise certain 
available water-power near Caffaro in the province of Brescia. It 
is intended to supply the electrical energy required for an elec- 
trolytic soda factory, about to bc esta^lished in the district, and for 
a projected electric railway between Caffaro and Brescia. 


Lamp-Making Plant for Sale.— The receiver and 
manager of the New British Incandescent Electric Lamp Company 
is inviting tenders for the purchase of the plant, complete equip- 
ment, and lease of the premises at Willesden. The output capacity 
of the plant is 250,000 lamps per annum. For fuller particulars, 
see our '' Official Notices" to-day. 


Peard Patent Fuse.— Regarding this interesting device, 
which was described in our article on the City of London Company's 
direct current plant last week, Mr. C. Б. Northcote, London manager 
of Veritys, Limited, writes us as follows:—''1 have pleasure in 
informing you that J have acquired, on behalf of Messrs. Veritys, 
Limited, the sole right to manufacture and supply these patent 
fuses to would-be users throughout the whole of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the Isle of Man. We shall shortly have pleasure in 
furnishing the electrical Press with full details and particulars of 
these fuses for all purposes, together with a complete and interest- 
ing table of various tests made, and also as to the behaviour of the 
fure, which, as you say, has been adopted throughout the entire 
system of the City Company's supply." 


Power Transmission in Ironworks.— Messrs. Ernest 
Scott & Mountain, Limited, have sent us a description of the 
electric power transmission plant which they bave completed for 
the Normanby Ironworks, Middleshorough. The plant cousists of a 
150-Kw. steam dynamo, а 32-K w. ditto, a 15-H P. high-speed engine, 
aud 9-kw. four-pole dynamo; also main switchboards and distri- 
buting switchboards; one 150-B.H.P. motor, and gear for hoist; 
electrical equipment for pig-bed crane; one 15-H.P. motor for pig 
breaker; starting and reversing switches for all motors; 14 
10-ampere 16-hour arc lamps for lighting the works; and а complete 
installation of incandescent lamps for offices, shops, &c. 


Trade Announcements,—Mesers, F. W. Smith & Co., 
rlectrical and mechanical engineera, of Southport, ask us to announce 
that tbey have opened central oflices at 254, Victoria Buildings, 
Manchester, and that their telephone number is No. 5,300, their 
telegraphic address being '' Trolley," Manchester. 

Messrs, Chauvin & Arnoux, of Paris, ask us to publish the 
following letter :—'' Our attention has been called to a recent notice 
appearing in the English electrical journals with reference to the 
above, which questions our right to terminate our agency with 
Messrs. Н. M. Salmony & Co. We think it desirable, therefore, to 
write to inform you that we have no doubt whatever as to onr rights 


under the recent agreement with this gentleman, and that we took the 
action in question after full and careful consideration of ita import- 
ance both to Messrs. Salmony and ourselves. We further confirm the 
notice which has already been given by Messrs. Geipel & Lange 
that we have appointed them as our sole representatives for the 
British Isles and the Colonies." 

Mr. G. A. Nussbaum, of 29, Ludgate Hill, E.C., is now stocking 
electric light wires and cables. 


Wolverhampton Exhibition.—We are informed that 
the Wolverhampton Art and Industrial Exhibition of 1902 appears 
likely to be a great success, as many leading firms are making appli- 
cations for space for a large display. More particularly may be 
mentioned the manufacturers of electrica] machinery and appliances 
(amongst them being the Electric Construction Company, Limited), 
and builders of the most recent high-speed engines adapted for such 
purposes. Arrangements have also been made to show in actual 
work examples of the German water-tube boiler (Diirr), and also 
the new Cahall water-tube boiler. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Bedford.—The T.C. has decided to carry out consider- 


able alterations in the stegm plant at the electricity works, recom- 
mended by the engineer, Mr. Phillips, and to instal new feed 
pumps and additional economisers, the whole expenditure amount- 
ing to £3,844 out of capital and £725 out of revenue. New trans- 
formers, costing £1,800, are also to be installed, with other improve- 
menta in the distributing system. 


Belfast.—The Irish L.G.B. has sanctioned the temporary 
allotment of £3,500 of the loan already sanctioned by the Board, 
to the cost of extending the mains in Queen's Road in connection 
with the supply of energy to Messrs. Harland and Wolff's works. 


Bridgend.—The B. of T. has approved of the electric 
light scheme, and the D.C. bas resolved to ask the L.G.B. for power 
to borrow £4,000 to carry it out. 


Brighton.—4 L. G. B. inquiry was held at Brighton last 
week with reference to the application of the Corporation for 
sanction to borrow £1,853 for purposes in connection with electric 
lighting extension, Major C. E. Norton being the inspector 
appointed for that purpose. 


Canada.—According to a Victoria paper, the number 
of electrical companies in the Dominion connected with lighting 
amounts to 306. There are 12,800 arc lamps and 815,676 incan- 
descent lamps in use, representing an increase of over 60 per cent. 
since 1898. About half the total number аге in the Province of 
Ontario, there being 78 electricity works in that province. 


Chepstow.—The R.D.C. has resolved to assent to the 
application of the Chepstow Electric Light and Power Company 
to carry their wires into various parishes in the district. 


Coventry.—The City Council has approved of recom- 
mendations of the E.L. Committee in favour of the substitution of 
two-phase for single-phase generation at the works, and the iucrease 
of plant. The Committee asked for authority to expend £20,485 
on extensions of plant, and the sum of £2,000 on motors to be hired 
to consumers, The expenditure was requisite to enable the depart- 
ment to cope with public requirements next winter. 


Dudley.—The Electricity Committee has decided that 


motors be hired to consumers in the borough at a rental of 10 per 
cent. on the makers' list prices. 


Enfield.—The U.D.C. has received a letter from the 


B. of T. covering copy of the proposed prov. order re electric power 
supply, and a letter which had been addressed to Mr. Morse, the 
solicitor to the promoters, stating that there appeared to be con- 
siderable objection to the form of the purchase clause inserted in 
the Order, aud that it seemed desirable that the promoters and the 
local authority should agree to altering the wording of the clause. 
The matter was referred to the General Purposes Committee. 


Hampstead.—The B.C. has resolved to apply to the 
L.C.C. for sanction to raise a Joan of £33,123 for electric lighting 
extensions, 


Kimberley —The Council has closed down the old 
plant, which has done service for the street lighting for the past 12 
yeara. This plant consisted of one Robey trip gear" cross-com- 
pound engine of 125 1. M. P., two 50-H.P. multitubular boilers made 
by Marshalls, Sons & Co., aud four Brush” series arc lighting 
machines, each capable of supplying 10 amperes to 25 Brush” 
lamps. These dynamos were driven by 10 iu. link tan belting from 
а countershaft. The efficiency of this plant, E. H.P. to ILH.P., was 
only about 52 per cent. The plant is to be sold for what it will 
fetch. 


The street lighting is now supplied with current from the bus 
bars of the private lighting switchboard, 8 or 9 10-ampere lamps 
burning acros3 440-volt outers. Kimberley is said to have been one 
of the first Colonial towns to have electric light in its strects; as 
far back as 1885 there were some 25 or 30 arc lamps installed, and 
these havejbeen steadily increased until, at the present time, there 
are 80 10-ampere lamps installed. | | 
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King's Norton.—The U.D.C. has resolved to spend no 
money in carrying out its electric lighting prov. order, which was 
granted in 1898, and has already been twice extended. 


Kingston.—The Ham D.C. has agreed to allow the 
Corporation to supply electricity to four houses in Albany Park 
Road, a short distance over the borough boundary. 

The T.C. has resolved to carry out the arc lamp extensions begun 
last year, at з cost of £3,200. There are to be 35 new lamps. 


Liverpool. —The Electric Power and Lighting Committee 
has decided to recommend to the City Council that application be 
made to the L.G.B. for their sanction to borrow a further sum of 
£300,000 for use in connection with the supply of electrical energy 
in Liverpool. 


Long Eaton.— The L. G. B. has sanctioned the borrowing 
. of £15,000 by the Council for the purpose of installing the electric 
light. | 


London.—IsLixctox.—The B.C. has received the 
sanction of the L С.С. to the borrowing of £8,420 for renewal and 
replacement of plant and machinery in connection with the electric 
lighting station. 


Mutford.—The Council has received a report from Mr. 
J. S. Enright, on the subject of electric lighting, and has referred it 
to the executive committee fur consideration. 


Nottingham.—4An inquiry into the application of the 
Corporation for sanction to borrow a sum of £15,000 for the pur- 
pose: of electric lighting has been held by Col. A. C. Smith, R.E., on 
behalf of the L.G.B. It was explained that the loan was required 
in respect of extensions of the existing system during the next 12 
months. Of the total sum, £10,000 was put down for underground 
mains 


Penzance.—The T.C. has decided to wait and see if the 
Cornwall Electric Power Bill be passed before proceeding further 
with the electric lighting of the town. 


Pokesdown.—A public meeting has passed a resolution 
approving of the рторс-а] for the supply of Pokesdown with elec- 
tricity from the Bournemouth Corporation’s electricity works. А 
similar rcsolution was passed at Winton. 


Ramsgate, —It is proposed by the Corporation to apply 
to the B. of T. for two years' extension of the powers granted under 
the municipal electric lighting order. 


Ripon.—The period allowed to the Corporation for 
introducing electric lighting into the city will soon expire. The 
local Improvement Association is agitating strongly for the electric 
light, and bad the opportunity last week of witnessing a demon- 
stration of electric lighting at the Ure Bank engine works of Messrs. 
Harrison & Co., who for some time have been supplying electricity 
both for public lighting and private purposes in the adjoining 
district. The lecturer and demonstrator was Mr. Harrison, 
. who gave many interestiny illustrations in regard to the discovery 
and the progress of electric lighting. Mr. Harrison, in reply 
to a vote of thanks, strongly advised the Corporation from whatever 
source their supply of electricity was obtained to purchase it in 
bulk, rather than put down their own station. It is probable that 
this will be the course adopted, as Ripon has too many schemes in 
hand to undertake electric lighting. 


Rugby.—The Highway and Lighting Committee of the 
U.D.C. has reported that it bas made a provisional arrangement 
with the British Thomson-Houston Company to generate at their 
works at Rugby, with plant to Le laid down by the Council, 
electrical energy upon very satisfactory terms. The outlay required 
to be made by the Council for apparatus would be £7,500, anda 
fixed price would be paid to the B. T. H. Company for the electricity 
actually delivered’ to the town. Moreover, if ut any time the 
Council's plant broke down, the installation on the company's works 
could Le switched on, aud the continuity of the supply was 
guaranteed. It was proposed to charge about 6d. per unit. The 
Committee anticipated a fair demand. The Council decided to 
adjourn the scheme for a fortnight. 


Salford —On Tuesday last week it was discovered that 
the new electric generating station of the Corporation kad caught 
fire. It appears that one of the main cables in the switch-room 
һесаше overheated, and ignited some woodwork. The station jet 
was immediately brought to bear on the tlames, and under the 
direction of Mr. Taite, thc chief electrical engineer, the fire was 
kept well in hand until the arrival of the Saltord Fire Brigade. 
The damage was not of a serious character. 

Apparently the Salford folks are fond of “scandals,” as a certain 
number of them are endeavouring to work one up in connection 
with the closing of the Walness Road A.C. station. We can assure 
them that this is the wisest course, and that instead of throwing 
away £40,000 (Mr. W. Hunt, the elective auditor, estimated the loss 
at over £150,000 !`, the best use will be made of the mains and 
plant by generating electricity at tbe new Strawberry Road station 
only. Part of the output of this station will be converted to A.C. 
for tran: miss ion to the remoter consumers. 


South Shields.—The Electrical Committee is going to 
recommend the Council to give to consumers the option of a flat 
rate of 5d. per unit. At the present time the charge is 7d. for the 
first hour, and 2d. afterwards. 


Southport.—The T.C. having applied to the L.G.B. for 
sanction to borrow £32,000 for purposes of electric lighting, the 
Board has directed Major О. E. Norton to hold an inquiry at 
Southport on Tuesday next. 


Swansea.— The T.C. haa resolved to charge 2d. per unit 
for power and heating for the first (ive hours of maxiinum demand 
and 11d. afterwards. 


Swinton and Pendlebury.—Mr. C. Н. Wordingham, 
who was called in to advise the Council on the best courae to take 
— negotiate with the Lancashire Electric Power Company or carry 
out а complete scheme of its own—recommends the Council to 
accept the offer of the company, seeing that the difference is ғо 
very slight according to calculations which have been made, between 
the two sources of supply. The company make no stipulations as 
to load factor, and are prepared to enter into an agreement to 
begin the supply on April Ist, 1904, at the latest. The Council has 
decided to open negotiations with the company with a view to 
supplying the district. It is an unaccustomed sight to see an 
engineer recommending а Council not to expend capital like water. 
While there are such men in the electrical profession there is gourd 
hope for the future of the industry. Would tbat there were more 
such ! 


Torquay.— The electricity undertaking has 301 con- 
sumers, with 17,111 lamps installed, and a capital outlay of 38,24 *. 
The revenue last year was £5,322, and expenditure £2,516, leaviny 
£2,806 to meet interest and sinking fund charges. The net surplu:, 
neglecting depreciation, was £1,618, which was applied to reduce 
the debit balance to £842. , 


Wimbledon.—The U.D.C.’s electric lighting station 
will be finally cut of the contractor's han ds m the 15th inst., and 
the official opening will take placc early iu April. Owing to the 
snormously increased demand for energy since the supply was com- 
menced about two years ago, nearly every item of the original 
equipment has been modified, and the amended plans allow for au 
indefinitely large increase in the total capacity. The present 
generating plant is of 1,060 xw. The total number of lamps con- 
nected up to December 3136 was equivalent to about 35,000 8 cr, 
the maximum demand this winter being for 15,000 at one time. 
A total capacity of 70,000 lamps is being prepared for by the end of 
1904. The comparative returns reported to the Council last weck 
show that while iu 1900 83,581 units were supplied to private com- 
sumers, this number in 1901 was 137,711. "The revenue in 1900 was 
£1,949, against £3,278 in 1901. The energy used for public ligLt- 
ing was 143,859 unite in 1900 against 160,876 last year. There ase 
now 662 consumers and a number of street lamps waiting to 1с 
connected. 

At the same Council meeting, the chairman of the Lighting Com- 
mittee (Mr. Crickway) said there had been several complaints frow 
large cousumers as to the increased charges under the maximum 
demand indicator system introduced last April, the charges being 
7d. and 1d. on a 11 hour basie. It was decided to await the result 
of a complete year's working of the sy stem. 

The Council has decided not to recognise the claim of Mr. A. E. 
Preece for commission on an amount of £668 88. 8d. certified by 
him, as clerk of the works, to be due to Messre. Henley for a length of 
cable supplied three years ago, on the ground that the cable bas 
been lying idle. Moreover, the firm has been asked to take back 
the cable, either at cost, or at a discount. . 


Wood Green.—At the meeting of the District Council 
on Thursday last week, a deputation of well-known tradesmen 
attended for the purpose of submitting to the local authority 
certain views in connection with the question of electrical supply. 
The deputation contended that though it was in favcur of electric 
light for the district, the best and cheapest means to obtain it 
would be through the agency of a company, and urged the COuueil 
to call a public meeting of ratepayers before committing itselt to an 
extensive municipal scheme. According to figures with which the 
deputation was armed, it was shown that in 1901, 52 towns lest 
£31,632, and that the ratepayers were saddled with loans amount- 
ing to over five million pounds, which tum was unproductive, ard 
was not represented by assets of an equal amount. Allowing 
depreciation at 3 per cent. per annum on 45,157,272, which would 
amount to £163,747, the total loss to the ratepayers in such „2 
towns on last year's trading alone was £215,379. The chairman of 
the Council said that he did not feel justified in complying with the 
resolution. The deputation contended that the Borough Fuads 
Act of 1872 required that a meeting should be held, but the Ccuncil 
were advised there was no necd to comply with the Act. 


York.—The E.L. Committee proposes to adopt the 
following scale as from April 1st next :— Fur gencral lighting: 7d. 
per unit for the first hour and 134. afterwards. Consumers, 
however, may at their option, to be declared in advance, bc 
charged at the following flat rates, viz :— Up to 250 units per 
«quarter, 43d. ; exceeding 250 but not 350 units per quarter, 41d. ; 
exceeding 350 but not 500 units per quarter, 4d.; exceeding 900 
and not 2,000 units per quarter, 3}d.; exceeding 2,00 and not 
4,000 units per quarter, 34d.; exceeding 4,000 units per quarter, 
special arrangement. Churches, &c., at 3d. per unit. For power 
and beating: Not exceeding 1,000 units per quarter, 14d per unit. 
exceeding 1,000 and not 2,000 units per quarter, lid. per unit, 
exceeding 2,000 units per quarter, ld. per unit. It is proposed 
in future to collect consumers’ accounts quarterly instead оў 
half-yearly. 
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ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Birkdale.—The contract for the overhead equipment of 
the Birkdale Electrical Tramways system has been given to Messrs. 
Е. W. Smith & Co., Limited, Southport. 


Lirkenhead.—Fifteen new bogie cars have been ordered 
by the Tramways Committee from Messrs. George Е. Milnes & Co. 
Au improved system of ventilation will be obtained by means of а 
new construction of roof. Some of the cars will be fitted with 
Leather’s patent wiad interceptors. 

On Sunday a new circular tram route was opened at Birkenhead. 
By means of it cars now proceed from Woodside Ferry, vid Grange 
Road to Oxton and Claughton, then by a loop line to Conway Street 
and back to the ferry. Other cars reverse this journcy. 


Dewsbury and Spen Valley.—aActive preparations are 
now being made for the commencement of work in connection with 
the construction of electric tramways in Dewsbury, Batley and 
Spen Valley. Mr. Rendell Graham, engineer, of the firm of i1essrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, London, who have sc :ured the contrat, 
has been in the district, making arrangements for offices, depots, 
Ke. Itis stated that Heckmondwike will be made the centre and 
that branch offices will be established in other parts of the district. 
Mr. MacKay, who is at present concluding a similar contract for 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., is mentioned as likely to be appointed 
chief engineer. It isexpectel that work will be commenced within 
the next fortnight or three weeks, and 12 or 18 months is men- 
tioned as the time likely to take t» complete the contract. The 
length of line to be laid is about 15 miles. 

Arrangements are being made for the extension of the Heckmond- 
wike Urban District Council's electricity works. The plant required 
comprises steam, water and exhaust piping, steam traction generator, 
storage battery and automatic reversible booster, alterations to and 
extension of main switchboard, condenser and separator, water- 
cooling tower, and underground traction and return feeders. These 
extensions are necessary to meet the demands of the Electric Trac- 
tion Company, who will make energy fur the several local 
authorities. 

Mr. T. F. Laxton has resigned his position as manager of the 
Dewsbury, Batley and Birstall Tramways Company, aod Mr. J. 
Kerrigan, traffic superintendent of the Hartlepools lectric Tram- 
ways, has been appointed in his place. Mr. Laxton has been 
manager of tbe local system, which is now owned by the British 
Electric Traction Company for 17 years. 

The action of the Light Railway Commissioners in refusing to 
sanction the scheme of the Wakefield and District Light Railways 
Company to construct tramways from Wakefield to Dewsbury has 
caused great disappointment in the Dewsbury district. There isa 
large population on the proposed line of route, and in some places 
the distance to the railway stations is at least a mile. All the local 
authorities supported the scheme, but the Great Northern and 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Companies offered strong 
Opposition. 

Dunedin, N.4.—4A Sydney paper records that the 
tramway service is to be converted for electrical working, and Messrs. 
Noyes Bros., of Sydney, are to carry out the conversion. Water- 
power will be utilised for driviag turbines situated 15 miles from 
the city. There will be two turbines, each of 1,200 н.р., coupled to 
600-Kw. Westinghouse generators. Current will be transmitted at 
15,000 volts by overhead wires to a transforming station a couple of 
miles outside the city. Here it will be reduced to 5,000 volts and 
curried in underground cables to the centre of the citv, where it 
will be transformed to a 550-volts direct. current for working the 
cars. There will be in all 18 miles of track, this including certain 
extensions to the existing routes. There will be 35 cars. The 
system is overhead trolley, and the standards will carry arc lamps 
for public lighting. The whole of the electrical apparatus will be 
by Westinghouse. | 


Glasgow.—The extension of the tramway system to 
Parkhead Cross was successfully inaugurated ou 25th ult. 


Hampton Court and Richmond,—Three miles of this 
extension of the L.U.T. have been laid, and gangs are now working 
night wid day on the track at Twickenham. It is expected that 
the line will be opened in June. 


Liverpool, — The Tramways Committee recommend the 
City Council to apply to Parliament for the repeal or amendment 
of Sub-section 5 оі Section 38 of the liverpool Tramways Act of 
1897, to enable the Corporation, after setting aside £30,000 
annually for the purposes of a reucwal or reserve fund, to carry 
апу sum exceeding the £30,000 to the credit of the general rate pro- 
vided that not more than ouc-third of the total surplus shall be so 
carried to the credit of the general rate in one year. 

The Liverpool Corporation Tramways Department are now using 
an automobile overhead-wire inspection car in place of the horse- 
drawu inspection towers formerly employed. ‘The vehicle on 
which the tower is mounted is à steam lorry, built by Messrs. T. 
Coulthard & Co., of Preston. 


Li versedge.— The B. E. T. Company have notified the 
D.C. that a new company has been formed to which they are about 
to sell their interests under the Spen Valiey Light Railways Order. 


Lourenco Marques,—A concession has been granted for 
the layinz of a complete system of electric tramways iu the town 
aud suburb. The plans have to be submitted to the Municipal 
Council within four months, aud if approved construction work will 
be immediately commenced, and has to be finished in two years. 


Oldbury.—The District Council of the Birmingham and 
Midland Tramways Company are now at loggerheads respecting the 
proposed tramways between Blackheath, Laugley, and Oldbury. It 
appears that the agreement of the Couacil with the company, which 
enabled the latter to run trams through Oldbury from Dudley to 
Birmingham, provided that the company should within three years, 
also run electric trams from Oldbury to Langley and Blackheath ; 
and the company in the Bill they are now promoting in Parlia- 
ment, ask for powers to carry this arrangement into effect. The 
Oldbury .Council, however, insist that Halesowen Street must be 
widened, and that the company must bear all the Council's costs in 
connection with the matter; but at a special meeting of the Couacil 
held on Friday evening iu last week, certain correspondence was 
read which shcw that the company decline to do cither. They 
assert that it was at the express wish of the Council that the com- 
pany desired to run the trams from Oldbury to Blackheath, and 
that the Council promised to assist the company as much as 
possible. The company say they are prepared to contribute sume- 
thing towards widening the street, but they will not undertake the 
whole cost. It was unanimously decided by the Council to abide 
by their former decision to allow the trams to be гил as far as the 
G. N. Railway station in Halesowen Street, but no further unless 
the street be widened, and to insiston the costs of the Council 
being defrayed. 


Oldham.—It has been decided by the Tramways Com- 
mittee to recommend Mr. Richard Henry Wilkinson, at present 
temporary manager in the tramway department, for the position of 
tramway manager at a salary of £200. "There wasa large number 
of applicants. 

In connection with the Saddleworth Tramways Bill, a petition 
has been prepared by the Purliamentary agents of the Oldham 
Corporation in opposition to tramways No. 4 aud No. 8 (Water- 
head and Lees) in the event of these sections not being struck out 
of the Bill. 

The Ashton Road section of the Corporation tramways will be 
finished ia the course of & few days, and steps are being taken 
to have the Board of Trade inspection as early as possible. 


Perth (W.A.).—The British Australasian. says that the 
traffic on the Perth Tramway Company's lines is so great, that the 
35 cars now in use are insufficient to carry the passengers. Mr. 
Allen H. P. Stoneham has therefore recommended the purchase of 
six more cars, carrying 100 passengers cach. The City of Perth is 
growing rapidly. There are no empty houses, and building is going 
on briskly, and land increasing in value along the tramway routes. 
The various suburbs are anxious to be connected with the main line, 
and it is probable that extensions will be undertaken shortly, pro- 
mising good returns. The Fremantle concession has been forfeited, 
owing to the non-shipment of the necessary material, and the failure 
to commence work in December last. ‘The concessionnaires are 
claiming £10,000 damages from the Corporation, whose legal 
advisers assure them that the concessionnaires have no case. The 
Council are determined to stand by their decision to cancel the 
contract: 


Sheppy.—The D.C. has passed the plans for the new 
electric tramway which runs to Sheerness East, in the Council's 
district. 


Slough and Datehet.—The scheme for laying down a 
light railway from Hounslow to Colnbrook, Slough, and on to 
Datchet, promoted by the Metropolitan Electric ‘Traction Company 
(of which Mr. Yerkes was the chief originator', has beea the subject 
of investigation at Windsor by the Light Hailway Commissioners. 
Mr. Littler, with Mr. F. Fitzgerald, appeared on behalf of the pro- 
moters, several other couusel representing numerous objectors. The 
object of the project, Mr. Littler explained, was to connect 
Hounslow with Colnbrook, and thence to run the line to Slough and 
from the latter place to Datchet, but in the course of his address he 
had to confess that in the village of Colnbrook itself the thorough- 
fare was very narrow ; that, in fact, the roadway for about a quarter 
of a mile was only 16 ft. in width. Sir Alexander Binnie, the 
designer of the scheme, stated that wherever possible the metalled 
roadways would be made 24 ft. wide, and where necessary, bridges 
would be widened. The roadway in Colnbrook, however, was only 
15 ft. 8 in. in width, but he suggested thac if the Commissioners 
were unable to sanction the line going through the village, the pro- 
moters might drop that short section and run one set of trains from 
Colnbrook to Hounslow on one side, and from Colubrook to Slough 
ou the other. lathat way the engincering difficulty could be met. 
Lord Jersey, interposing, intimated that the Commissioners could 
not con ent to the scheme being in two sectious in that way with a 
missing link through Colnbrook. Mr Littler, after some discussion, 
aunounced that the promoters would withdraw that part of tbc 
scheme, viz, from Colabrook to Slough. He proceeded to present 
the case for the line from Hounslow to Colnbrook, and evidence 
having been called in its favour, the inquiry concluded, the 
announcement of the Commissioners’ decision being deferred. 


Wimbledon,—The agreement between the U. D.C. and 
the London United Tramways Company has been settled. The 
document covers 16 printed pages, and provides for the consteuc- 
tion of about tive miles of tramways, within four years, to connect 
the Cottenbam Park boundary ou the north with the Merton 
boundary on tlie south, passing over the railway bridge. Various 
clauses contain provisions regarding street widenings, paving, width 
of footway. Wayleave is to be £100 per mile per year; the com- 
pany is not allowed to provide electrical energy in Wimbledon or 
Merton. lu addition, the company promises £5,000 towards the 
cost of improvements in High Street and Church Road. 


Whitley.—An inquiry was held at North Shields on the 
oath ult. under the Light Railway Act, to consider an application 
by the Tynemouth and District Electric Traction Company, 
Limited, for powers to make a small extension of the present tram- 
ways. Mr. Morse, for the applicant company, said they sought 

ower to extend their lines from their present terminus in Whitley 
Road to a spot in Blyth Road, a distance of about half a mile. The 
estimated cost was £4,360. There was no opposition, 80 far as he 
knew. The Commissioners were Col. Boughey, C.S.I., and Mr. 
H. A. Stewart, and the former, after the Court had beard statements 
from the representatives of other interests, said they would recom- 
mend the Commissioners to send the order to the Board of Trade 
for confirmation. The proposed change will be a distinct improve- 
ment, as, instead of dropping the passengers in the busiest thorough- 
fare, they will be carried to the Links at the seaside, а point to which 
practically all the visitors gravitate. & 


Windsor and Maidenhead.— The Light Railway Com- 
missioners have held an inquiry into the proposed light (electric) 
railway between Windsor and Maidenhead. There was & strong 
array of counsel and other representatives of the numerous parties 
interested, Mr. Littler and Mr. Fitzgerald appearing for the pro- 
moters. The original scheme embraced a direct route from the 
heart of the Royal borough along the Surly Hall Road straight into 
Maidenhead, aud another route diverging from the main read and 
proceeding through Clewer Grecn, Dedworth, Oakley Green, Holy- 
port, Braywick, and thence on to Maidenhead. From the first, 
however, the direct route was opposed by the Dowager Duchess of 
Sutherland, Sir F. Johnstone, Mr. Van de Weyer, and other 
wealthy residents and owners of property along the Surly Hall 
Road. In consequence, early in the inquiry Mr. Littler intimated 
that that part of the scheme would be withdrawn. In support of 
the project, as thus modified, the learned counsel explained that at 
present the means of communication existing between Windsor 
and Maidenhead consisted of the Great Western Railway service 
vid Slough (with a change at Slough by most of the trains), а dis- 
tance of 84 miles; aud а ‘bua which made two or three journeys & 
day by the main road. The Great Western Company opposed the 
proposal, but it coul not hurt them, while it was greatly needed 
to facilitate communication between both 
concerned aud the several districts intervening. Both towns 
were more or less congested, and there was 2 great want of 
houses for working шеп. With the proposed means of getting 
outside the borougbs, auch houses could be built and let at 
moderate rents, and that very fact would tend to increase the 
үр, all through the neighbourhood. i 

of great advantage to people having to do business in Windsor 
or Maidenhead; and to meet the views of some of 
authorities, the promoters were prepared to make the metal parts 
of the road 24 ft. wide where required. Sir John 1. Soundy, of 
Windsor, and several other witnesses having given evidence as to 
the need for this light Sir Alexander Binnie, the 
promoters’ engineer, expressed the opinion that 24 ft. would bea 
sufficient width for the road, mentioning that at Dover the highway 
along which the light railway ran was less than 24 ft. wide, and yet 
a good service bad been run witbout апу accident. The сага would 
be well lighted at night, so that people on the road could see the 
train approaching. Allowing £40,000 for the part of the echeme 
now aropped, £79,000 would be left of the £119,000 originally 
required. He did not know what the equipment would cost, but 
judging by light railways in other places, he believed that this 
would pay. The trolley system would be adopted. At this point 


the inquiry was adjourned sine die. | 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Aberdeen Telephones.— lt was agreed on the 24th ult., 
that the Telephone Committec recommend the Corporation to apply 
for the usual license to the Postmaster-General for а municipal 
telephone service. It was stated the negotiations with the National 
Telephone Company had fallen through, the company not bring 
willing to supply an unlimited service at the rate of six guineas pcr 
annum, fora proposed term of i5 years. The Corporation's pro- 
posal is £6 6s., unlimited service, or 43 10s. per annum, with 1d. in 
addition per call. 


Cardiff Telephones.—The Town Clerk of Cardiff hus 
recenily prepared for bis Parliamentary Committee а full report on 
the subject of municipal telephoues. Не shows in brief what has 
been done at Glasgow, Portsmouth, Hudderstield, Swausca and 
17 We are indebted for the following abstract to the Western 
Чан om 

„lusso. The Glasgow Corporation obtained, after considerable 
effort, a licence from the Postmaster-General in March, 1900, the 
area covered by the licence extending to 143 square miles. At the 
Corporation's desire, the licence was made terminable 1а 1913. 
They were authorised to start with an expenditure of £121,000 for 
tbe purpose of joining up 5,250 completed lines, aud making 
piovision for laying another 5,250. ‘The tariffs adopted һу the 
Corporation were: 1) 45 58. per annum to cover an unlimited 
number of calls for the whole extent of the telephone area, and 
(2) £3 10s. per annum and 1d, for each call made, payable by the 
caller only ; also application over the whole area. The exchange 
was opened in Scptember, 1901. No financial report has yet been 
prepared, but the nuniber of subscribers at present exceeds 0,000. 


Over 3,000 are now using the exchange, &nd the revenue exceeds 
£15,000. 

Portsmouth. The Corporation have obtained a licence giving an 
area corresponding with that assigned to the National Telephone 
Company, and which includes а considerable distance beyond the 
limits of the borough. The estimated expenditure for establishing 
а 1,200 line exchange, with some additional spare lines, was between 
£25,000 and £2 5,000, апа the charges propored to be made are :— 
For unlimited service, £5 178. 6d. ; for toll service of a balf-penny 
per call, £3 108.; and for toll service at 1d. per call, £2 10s. pet 
annum. With these changes itis calculated that the scheme will 
show a small protit, and will at any rate, it ig believed, not be a 
charge upon the rates. | 

Huddersfield.—TYhe borough electrical engineer has prepared 
a scheme for the establishment of à municipal telephone service. 
He estimates the capital expenditure to be £30,342, and anticipates 
the following income: Fixed charge of £210s. per annum to 1,000 
subscribers, £2,500 ; 1,200 calls each at ld. per call, £3,900; 25 
public boxes, 3,0:0 calls at 1d. per call, £312 108. sundry receipts, 
£100; making а total of £7,912 103. The annual expenditure is 
pntat £4,642 52., and the balance of net protit at £1,545 53. The 
Postmaster-General has granted a licence, and an application has 
been made to the L. cal Government Board for sanction to borrow 
the money. 

шалзеа.—'ТһҺе Swansea Corporation have recently had an expert's 
opinion as to the desirability of a municipal telephone service. 
The area is smaller than many, measuring 10 miles by 9), miles. 
The expert estimates the capital expenditure to be £18,000, and thc 
revenue as follows: Subscribers (725) at £5 78. 6d. per annum, 
£3,896 178. 6d.; 25 public telephones at 3s. per week avcrace 
receipts, £195 ; extra mileage charged on long lines (say 50 miles at 
44), £200 ; commissior on telegrams, express letters, &c., telephoned 
to post office, £10; total, £4,301 17s. 6d. The expert in framing 
his estimate of working expenses has taken advantage of the ascer- 
tained working expenses at Guernsey and Tunbridge Welle, and has 
put the figures for Swansea a little above the dearer. The estimate 
for Swansea is 43,506 13s., thus showing 4 net revenue of 4735 
33. 9d, the Corporation also saving the amount now paid to the 
National Telephone Company for telephonic facilities. 

Dover.—The town clerk writes that he thinks it very improbable 
The Borough 


General Information.—The town clerk of Cardiff, after giving 
these particulars, states that in the event of the Corporation deter- 
mining to apply fora licence, the Postmaster-General will require 
to be informed as to the period for which it is desired. The 
National Telephone Company’s licence expires on December 31st, 
1911, aud if the Corporation take а licence for a longer period, the 
company (on complying with certain requirements prescribed by 
the Telegraph Act, 1899), can have their own licence extended for 
alike period. Thus, if Cardiff took a licence for 25 years from 
1902, the company's licence, instead of expiring in 1911, would be 
prolonged tij] 1927. Glasgow has taken its licence until 1913, with 
the idea of seeing what will happen in 1911. Hull has adopted the 
same course. In granting a licence to Portsmouth the Postmaster- 
General, whilst expressing willingness to allow а 25 years’ ре! iod 
recommended a shorter term. 


Hull Telephones.—It is stated that at a conference 
lust week between the Municipal Telephone Committee and re- 
presentatives of the National ‘Telephone Company, the company 
suggested that the Corporation should purchase their undertaking. 


Indo-European Telegraphs. — The Indo - European 
Telegraph Company i3 maintainiug its attempts to work the Wheat- 
stone apparatus from London to Teherau, in Persia. The results 
of the recent trials are good. Signals at the rate of 350 words a 


minute were received from Emden. 


The Post Office and Wireless Telegraphy.— In the 
House of Lords the following statement was тале with reference 
to the attitude of the Post Otlice and other Government Depart- 
meuts, with regard to Marconi telegraphy. We are indebted to 
the Zemes for the report :— 

Lord Lamington asked the Postmaster-Geueral what was the 
attitude of the Government towards the development of wireless 
telegrapby. He based his question solely on the report of a speech 
recently delivered by Mr. Marconi, in which he said that when 
asked why they had not established a working communication 
between England and Ireland, his reply was that his system was 
available for such a distance, aud that the simple reason why it was 
not in commercial use between England aud Ireland was to be 
found in the monopoly of telegraphic communication that was 
claimed in the United Kingdom by the British Post Office. He 
thougbt the public would be glad to know that the monopolist 
power of the Post Otlice had not been used to the detriment 
of this invention, wbich promi-ed to be of such great public 
advantage. 

The Marquis of Londonderry said he wis not at all sorry that 
his noble friend had asked this question, because at the present 
moment the Marconi wireless telegraphy was exciting great jutercst 
not only in this couatry, but all over the world. It was impossible 
for him on that occasion to respond for the Governmenf, jua-much 
as there were two other very impertaut departments, the Admiralty. 
and the Board of Trade, who were equally iuterested — with regard 
to the Admiralty һе might say mole iuterested—in, this matter. 
Perhaps his noble fricud would forgive him, therefore, if he replied 
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merely as the head of his own department, and not on behalf of 
the Government ав а whole. At the Post Оћсе they regarded the 
question of wireless telegrapby as one of enormous importauce, 
and they believed it would be of enormous advantage in the future 
with regard to the promotion of commerce of all sorts and kinds. 
They considered that it was an extraordinary discovery. Personally, 
he thought it was the greatest discovery of the age; and thev 
should be only too glad whenever the opportunity occurred to give it 
every facility, and utilise it as much as possible forthe benefit of the 
British public. 'To his mind the benefit of wireless telegraphy was 
most conducive to the benefit of the British public on two grounds. 
First, the transmission of messages between ship ard ship on the 
high seas ; and, secondly, communication between ships at sea and 
signalling stations. Wita regard to the former, the owners of the 
patents could do whatever they liked, and they required no 
authorisation whatever from the Government, or from the head of 
а department. But with regard to the communication between 
ships at sea and signalling stations, anything in any way interfering 
with that would be an absolute infringement of the rights of the 
Postmaster-General, imposed upon him by Parliament, and which 
it was his duty to carry out. He received last year a deputation of 
a very important character, bringing before him the great advan- 
tages which would accrue to this country were he to give a license 
to Mr. Marconi to communicate over territorial waters over which 
the Postmiuster-Geveral had jurisdiction. He told them that be 
sympathised with them, and, as far as his own department was 
concerned, that he should ће only to» glad to give them 
that license. But be had to consider the interests aud 
views of the other departments io which he had alluded ; 
and ihere was no doubt that at the present moment 
wircless telegraphy at the command of private companies might 
` interfere very seriously with the experiments of the Admiralty ; 
and until the doubts which the Admiralty at present entertained 
were resolved he should not consider himself at liberty to give tbat 
license, which under other circumstances he should be glad to 
do. The First Lord of the Admiralty was fully cognisant of this 
matter, bad discussed it, and at the present moment it was under bi- 
consideration, While on the subject, be would say one word with 
regard to the ordinary telegraph. With regard to the working of the 
Marconi svstem in the United Kingdom, he should notat the present 
moment be inclined to give it а \ісепве. It bad as yet to be proved 
to kim that the system could be worked more efficiently and more 
economically than our cld system. Не did not say what would he 
tbe case in the future, bt he was convinced that at present it could 
not be so worked, aud he was not prepared to give them any 
facilities at the present time. He did not wish bis noble friend to 
take it that he was adopting a лон possumus line, and saying that 
it should be never. In the course of time wireless telegraphy 
might be found to work ata profit in this country ; and, if that were 
the case, be need not say that he should unhesitatingly give it the 
best support of the Post Office. At present his advisers at the Post 
Oflice were watching most keenly its development, their engineering 
officers were watching all its resources and every improvement, and 
were reporting to him what was taking place; and, if he were con- 
vinced after their report that it would be for the benefit of the 
country, he sbould do his best to support it. 

Lord Lamington said the noble lord assured them he would be 
very sympathetic to the system when it was perfected. Would it 
not be as well, however, to assist now in perfecting it by giving 
some encouragement ? 

The Marquis of Londonderry said he did not like a leap in the 
dark. Hethought our old system was working extremely well, and 
be was waiting until he saw the thing was absolutely perfect. 
He should not like to involve a public department in anvthing that 
was risky. At present the Admiralty were makingextensive experi- 
ments on the south coast, and the Admiralty desired that they should 
not give facilities for use over territorial waters until it was assured 
that these experiments could be carried on without any danger of 
interference. 


Scarborough Telephones.—Mr. A. R. Bennett has 
placed a long report before the Т.С. Corporate Property Committee, 
on the subject of municipal telephunes, in which he says tbat if 
there were 600 subscribers to the system, а Icharge of £5 175. Gd. а 
year for full service would be a proper sum, or £3 103. a year and 
2d. per call, or £2 19s a year, aud 1d. per call. Inquiries are to be 
made as to the amount of support there is likely to be forthcoming 
in the town. 


Swansea Telephones, — The Council has adopted a 
recommendation of the Telephone Committee to apply for £18,000 
loan for telephone purposes, and bas fixed the rates us follows:— 
(a) At £5 per annum, payable in advance to cover au unlimited 
number of calls; and (6) At £3 per annum payable iu advance 
with a toll of 1d. per call payable quarterly ; both tariffs (a) and 
(b) to be increased to £5 10s. and £3 10s. respectively in the event 
of a subscriber rcfusiyp to enter into а three years’ agreement. Mr. 
Benuett has been engaged at 5 per cent., and subscribers to the 
municipal system will be allowed tue use of telephones for the first 
three months free of charge. 


The Telegraph Service,—The annual account has been 
is: ued by the Treasury of the gross amount received aud expended 
їп re-pect of the telegraph service to March 31st, 1901. It shows 
that during the year ended March 31st, 1901, the balance of ex- 
penditure over receipts was the largest on record. The total receipts 
tor that year were £3,459,352, and the total expenditure was 
£3,796,902; the excess of expenditure being £337,641. The year 
that had the next highest excesa of expenditure over receipts was 
1893, when the balance was £207,118. Forthe 32 years that have 
elapsed since the telcgraphs were acquired by the State thé loss on 


working has been £2,170,008. In the year 1870, when the telegraphs 
were transferred to the State, the receipts were £612,301, as com- 
pared with 43, 459, 352 last year. | 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. INTERRUPTED. REPAIRED. 
Latakia-Cyprus ee ee ae ee ee ne June 20, 1899 ee ee 
Para-Maranham ee ee ee oe U March 1. 1900 ee ee 


oe Jan. 19, 1902 
.. Feb. 25, 1902 
.. Feb. 25, 19032. 
. Feb. 26, 1902. 


Alexandria-Laruaca 
Modica- Malte 
Fao-Bushire 
Perim-Obock 
LANDLINES :— 


„% Via Hanekin “ on Persian territory .. Feb. 24, 1900 .. oe 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 vs 
Assab-Massowali "m ps T T .. Feb, 18, 1902 .. 


Underground Telegraphs.— The Postmaster - General 
was yesterday to receive a deputation from the Chambers of Com- 
merce of Scotland and the North of England оп the subject of the 
extension of underground telegraph cable communication with the 
North. 


Wireless Telegraphy.— Some experiments have just 
been successfully müde with the Slaby-Arco system of wireless 
telegraphy between Kuxhaven and Esbjerg on the west coast of 
Denmark, а distance of 127 miles. 


A March 2. 
Marel 2. 


CONTRACTB OPEN AND CLOBED. 


OPEN. 


Birkenhead.— March 18tb. Balancer, boosters, switch- 
board and battery, for the South End generating station. See 
“ Official Notices” to-day. 


Bournemouth,.—March 8th. Traction and arc lighting 
switchboards for the Corporation. See ‘‘ Official Notices " Feb. 21st. 


Bournemouth.—March 15th. Coal and ash conveyors, 
bunkers, &c., for the Corporation tram station. See Official 
Notices " February 28th. 


Boston.— Firms willing to carry out the Council's electric 
lighting and tramways order are invited to communicate with the 
cbairman of the Lighting Committee. See ''Official Notices " 
February 23th. 


Brighton.—March 24th. Telephone cables, conduits, 
poles, instruments, wires, batteries, switchboards and various other 
materials for Corporation telephone system. See Official Notices“ 
February 28th. 


Burgess Hill.—March 12th. Offers for the construction 
of electricity works are invited by the U.D.C. For conditions, &c., 
see our “Offcial Notices " February 14th. 


Dewsbury.— March 10th. The Corporation wants 
tenders for cooling tower and pond, piping, valves and tank-, and 
centrifugal pump and motor, at the electricity station. 


Elland.—March 11th. Engines, dynamos, booster and 
balancers, battery, switchboard, cables, crane, and condensing 
plant. See Official Notices February 21st. 


France.—March 13th. The French Post and Telegraph 
Authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until March 13th for the 
supply of 330 tons of bronze wire. Particulars may be obtained 
from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Suus-Secretariat d Etat des 
Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 103, Paris. 


Ghent.— March 20th. The latest date for sending in 
tenders for the establishment of electrical works has been extended 
to March 20th. The original advertisement appeared in our 
“ Official Notices" on January 3rd. 


Hackney,—April 9th. "Three water-tube boilers, water 
softener, &c., for the electricity works. See Ottcial Notices“ 
February 28th. 


Heckmondwike.—Marca 15th. Piping, traction gene- 
rator, battery and booster, switchboard work, condenser, cooliug 
tower, feeders, &c., forthe U.D.C. See '' Official Notices " February 
28th. : | 

Ilford.—March 11th. Twelve months’ supply of meters, 


fuse boxes, lamps, stores, cables, and joiuting materials. See 
“ Oficial Notices" February 28th. 


Hford.— March 24th. Cars, trucks, motors and equip- 
ments. See “ Official Notices” February 21st. 


liford.—March 27th. U. D.C. wants tenders for over- 
head line equipment, poles, feeder cables, dc. See ‘ Official 
Notices " to-day. 

Madrid,—4April 5th. Tenders are invited by the Spanish 
Government, to be received not later than April 5th, for the supply 
of 15 tons of bronze wire for the Government Telegraph Service. 


Some particulars may be examined at the Commercial Department 
of the Foreign Otfice. 


Manchester.— March 10th. Corporation wants tenders 
for electrical equipments aud trucks for cars. See Official Notices” 
ebruary 21st. 
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Oban.— March 7th. Piping, balancing transformers, and 
motor-generators, battery, switchboard, arc lamps, cable work, and 
crane for the Corporation electric lighting. See Official Notices 
February 14th. 


Oban.— March 7th. Conduits, manhole covers, arc lamp- 
posts, &c. See “ Official Notices " February 21st. 


Oldham.—March 25th. 
the Greenhill electricity station. 
23th. 


Oulton, — The Mutford and Lothingland Board of 


(iuardiaus are considering the question of providing an electric 
light installation for the workhouse at Oulton. 


Piping, pumps, tools, &c., for 
See Official Notices February 


Plymouth,—March 25th. Electricity meters, cables, 
ила transformers. See Official Notices" to-day. 
Plymouth,—March 25th. Lancashire boilers and 


oe piping, condensers, valves, &c. See ‘Official Notices " 
tu-day 


Pontypridd.—March 7th. Overhead equipment and 
bonding for the U.D.C. tramways. See “ Official Notices” Feb- 
ruary 1 ath. 


Rockhampton (Australia).—March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Quecneland 
Tramways Act vf 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. Sce 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


| St. Pancras.—March 14th. Overhead travellers for the 
Council. See Official Notices " February 28th. 


` Salford.—March 22nd. Electric motors up to 8 H.P., 
ditto. from 4 to 15 н.р., also starting switches and resistances, for 
us Corporation motor hiring scheme. Усе ‘ Official Notices " to- 

ay. | 


Spain.—April Ist. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders until April 1st for the 
supplv of 136 tons of iron wire 4mm. diameter, and 5 tons 5 mm. 
diameter. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be 
E с La Direccion General de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas 10, 

adri 


Stepney.—March 20th. Cables and conduits for electric 
lighting. See “Ofcial Notices” to-day. 

Swansea.—March 8th. Two 600-kw. steam dynamos, 
&c. See Official Notices February 21st. 


Wakefield.— March 13th. Lancashire boiler, econo- 
miser, feed pump, for the lighting works. See “Official Notices” 
February 28th. . 


Wallsend.— March 19th. The Council wants tenders for 
a refuse destructor, electric lighting machinery, electric crane and 
motor for driving same. The destructor must be capable of dealing 
with 300 tons of ashpit, privy and general town refuse per week. 
Pug mills to grind the resulting clinker. The electric lighting 
machinery to light the destructor aud adjacent street and public 
quay. The crane, to lift 5 tons, is to be erected on the quay. Mr. 
George Hollings, borough surveyor. 


Wimbledon.—March 11th. Year’s supply of stores, 


cables, transformers, meters, lamps, &c., for the Electricity Depart- 
ment. See Official Notices" February 28th. 


CLOSED. 


Barnstaple.—The Council has accepted the following 
tenders :— 


Section A. & B. oe £1,499 and £1,:18 


Babcock & Wilcox 


5 . % D. oe Newton Electrical W orks. ee 3,619 

5 E. os S 616 

- H. Ashmore, Benson & Co. ph . . 1,031 

" I. .. Chatteris К nzineering POM 115 

10 K. Jobnson & Phillips .. 264 

43 Е. St. Helens Cable Company .. 2, 001 
G, Meters ipostponed.) 


custodes Te U.D.C. has given a contract to Messrs. 
Chamberlain & Hookham for a year's supply of electric meters. 


Cardiff.— The Markets Committee has given a contract 
to Messrs. R. Waygood & Co., for an electric lift for the electrical 
engineer and tramway manager's offices over the fish market. For 
the first 6 or 9 months the lift will be worked by alternating current, 
after which the svstem will be changed over to direct, the 
alternating motor being placed in stock. 


Dewsbury.—The Corporation Electricity Committee 
has ordered one set of Bennis’s mechanical stokers for the electricity 
works, the price being £56 5s., with an allowance for the old stokers. 


Hull.—The tender of Messrs. King & Co., Limited, Hull, 
for the electric light wiring and fittings at Thoresby Street echools 
for £230 36, has been accepted by the School Board. 


Bournemouth.—The following is a list óf tenders sub- 
mitted for the Bournemouth Corporation tramways :— 
CONTRACT No. 18.—CaB les, Се 


With stoneware With Howard 


duct». conduits, 
J. G. White & Co., Limited . . £26,878 0 0 —— 
Do. Alter ative. . 22,988 0 0 — 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Limited .. 941036 8 1 427,48 11 8 
W. T. Glover & Co., Limited su .. 24,006 0' 0 25,551 0 0 
St. Helens Cable Co., e .. 23,875 10 6 26,102 0 1 
W. F. Dennis * Co. М, 22,914 0 0 25,995 4 9 
Western Electric Co. .. 22,885 6 9 25,662 19 8 
British а: Wire co., Limited . 22,395 2 1 25,367 2 10 
Alternative 21,835 9 3 —— 
W. T. Henley's Teleg. Works Co., „Lid. 22,274 15 5 21,871 1111 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., 
] imited.. 21,509 10 10 


Же (accepted) 20,669 13 6 Е 
Johnson & Phillips 2 ee е T Tender informal. 
Contract No. 13.— OVERHEAD EQUIPMENT., 


ree. Hill & Co. . d - i3 "n .. 122,901 1 9 
l;,owdon Bros. & Co. we v ee 21,419 16 t 

McCartney, McElroy х Co., Ltd. 19,734 10 0 ' 

nn Insulated Wire Co., Ltd. es - .. 19,203 14 9 

J. G. White & Co., Ltd, . (accepted) 18,933 8 0 
не со ,. 19,533 8 0 


British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.. Tender informal. 
Mr. F. W. Lacey, M.lost.C.E., is bonu and tramway engineer, 


aud Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar, consulting enyincers. 


London.—The St. Pancras Borough Council received 
the following tenders for repairing No. 2 boiler at the King’s Road 
generating station :— 


Edwin Danks & Co., иш есейе £193 10 0 
Daniel Adamson & C 0. T "is én 195 0 O 
Galloways, Limited . M 92 xx b c 26; 10 0 
A. Anderton & Son : X" as - s as 243 0 0 
Tinker's, Limited T > ae 286 0 0 


South Lancashire Tra mwiy s.—The order for the 
whole of the sub-station equipment, required in conucction with the 


-above tramways scheme, has been placed with Witting Bros., Elec 


trical Engineers and Contractors, Limited, London. The contract 
comprises the complete electrical equipment of the two sub-stations 
at present arranged for, together with some auxiliary machinery fur 
the power station. There will be three 250-kw. and three 150-x w. 
synchronous motor-geuerators, one 56-Kw., one 20-K W., and one 
35-K W. positive feeder boosters, three 8-KW. and three 10-Kw. 
negative feeder boosters, one 40-K W., one 14-Kw., and one 24-Kw. 
reversible boosters for battery charging, and one 240-ampere, one 
80-ampere, and one 140-ampere milking boosters, complete in all 
respects with the necessary spare parts. The whole of the »» v: 
station equipment, including steam generators, condensiug plants, 
cooling tower, cranes, and motor-generator, together with the equip- . 
ments of the first 50 curs, are being furnished by Messrs. Witting 
Bros, Electrical Engineers and Contractors, Limited, all this work 
being well in hand. Altogether, the order for electrical machinery 
alone amounts to 11, 500 НР. 


Portsmouth.—The Telephone Committee of the T.C., 
ata mecting on Monday, accepted the tender of the British 
Insulated Wire Company (48,330) for underground cable work. 
The company undertook to push on the work as rapidly as possible, 
aud radiate from four септе. The question of a conference 
between Mr. Gaine, of the National Telephone Company, and the 
committee has been allowed to stand over for further consideration. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Saturday, March Sth.— At 3 p.m. Royal Institution. Lecture by 
Lord Rayleigh on “Some Electrical Developments.” 
(Lecture IV.) 

Menday, March 10th.—Institution of Electrical Eugineers (New- 
castle Sectiou) Meeting. Paper by C. S. Vesey 
Brown on Electrical Power Supply on the North. 
East Coast." 

March lith.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section) Meeting at Owens 
College. Paper on ‘Electric Tramcara and their 
Equipment,” by №. а. Rhodes. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow 
Section). Meeting at the Institution of Engineers and 
Shipbuilders. "Note on a New Electro-magnet for 
use in Magneto-optic Work,” by Prof. A. Gray. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engincers. Meeting. 
Paper to be further discussed: Electrical Traction 
on Railways," by W. M. Mordey and Bernard M. 
Jenkin. 

Wednesday, Murch 12th.—At 7.30 p.m. 

Engineers (Birmingham Section). 
Physical Theatre of the University. 
Nernst Lamp,” by R. P. Hulse. : 
At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers Stu- 
deuts’ Section). Paper on The Direct Generation of 
Electrical Energy from Carbon," by Mr. Carliscb. 
Thursday, March 13th. — At 8 p.m.  Inetitution of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting at the Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Adjourned discussion on “Electric Shock 
and Legislation Thereon,” by Major-General C. E. 
Webber; Electric Shocks, ” by F. В. Aspinall; and 
“ Electric Shocks at 500 Volts,” by A. P. Trotter. 


Tuesday, 


Institution of Electrical 
Meeting in the 
“Tests on the 
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Thursday, March 13th.—At 2.15 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students’ Section). Visit to the works of 
tke Incandescent Electric Lamp Company, Brook 
Green, Hammersmith. 

Friday, March 14th.— At 9 p.m. Royal Institution. Discourse by 
Prof. Silvanus P. Thompson оп Magnetism in 
Transitu.” 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Junior Engineers. Meeting 
at the Westminster Palace Hotel. Paper on “ The 
Uses of Engincering Models,” by Mr. Percival Mar- 
| shall. 

Saturday, March 15th. Institution of Junior Engineers. Conver- 

sazione at the Westminster Palace Hotel. Reception 
at 7 p.m. by the President (Sir John Jackson, F. R. S. E.) 
and Lady Jackson, the chairman, and Mrs. Marshall. 
At 3 p.m. Royal Institution. The Right Hon. Lord 
Rayleigh on “Some Electrical Developments." (Lec- 
ture V.) 


NOTES. 


New Valve Gears,—The daily press has been again 
showing its ignorance of mechanical subjects by priuting foolish 
descriptions of the performance of a new valve gear said to be under 
trial on the G.N. Railway. All sorts of impossible virtues are 
claimed for the gear, so much so that it would almost appear that if 
two such gears are fitted to each engine, the boiler may be abolished. 
The truth is, that very little improvement can be made upon the 
plain slide valve and link motion, and any claims for equal or better 
effects witb greatly reduced boiler pressure are without sound 
foundation in engineering fact. Many engineers have tried their 
hands at improving the link motion, but all have failed, so far, to 
get better results, or results that are found to make it worth while 
to abolish the old motion. The new valve gear so much bepraised 
may be a genuine improvement, but, if it is, it has suffered more 
harm than good by the foolish misrepresentation of its powers. 
Impossibilities being claimed for it, engineers will be doubtful of 
any good it may perhaps possess. 


The World's Fair, St. Louis.—The St. Louis Exposi- 
tion authorities have just placed a large contract with the Westing- 
house Companies for power-generating plant. It is resolved that 
the forthcoming exhibition shall be on a larger scale than any evor 
before attempted. The electric generating plant just ordered will 
have a rated output of 4,000 kw., the main units being four West- 
inghouse-Corliss steam engines, each direct coupled to a 2,000-Kw. 
Westinghouse three-phase alternator. Other electrical plant to be 
installed will consist of three direct-coupled exciters, transformers, 
rotary converters, synchronous and induction motors, switchboards, 
&c. The boiler house plant, auxiliary machinery, steam system, 
and, in fact, бае whole of the power arrangements, have been placed 
in the hands of the Westinghouse Cumpanies. The entire installa- 
tion will thus be carried out under one responsibility. 


Obituary.—On December 2nd last there passed away, 
after a short illness, Mr. Alfred Sohier Bolton, of Moor Court, Oaka- 
moor. Mr. Bolton's name is best known to the readers of the 
ELTOTRICAL Review through his connection with the well-known 
copper firm of Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Sons. The deceased gentle- 
man was 76 years of age, and perhaps one of the most interesting 
and earliest pieces of work for which he was responsible was the 
manufacture, in the year 1849, of the copper wire required for the 
Atlantic cable. It is worth remarking here, as indicating something 
of the progress made by this firm, that when Mr. Bolton went to 
Oakamoor the works were very small, and employed only about 50 
persons, whereas to-day between 700 and 800 men are employed in 
their service; in fact, we understand that they have converted two 
villages into busy manufacturing places. The late Mr. Bolton was 


also intimately connected witi the British Aluminium Company, 


and a director of the Kensington and Knightsbridge E.L. Company. 
He had for many years becu a member of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engincers. In Staffordshire he has been especially missed, 
for he was à County Councillor and J.P., and largely interested 
himself in local church matters and benevolent institutions. 


Royal Society.— Among the papers read yesterday 
afternoon were the following: — 

" On the Spark Discharge from Metallic Poles in Water," by Sir Norman 
Lockyer, I. R. S. 

„Experimental Researches on Drawn Steel.“ Part I.— Phe Intluence of 
Changes of Temperature on Magnetisin,— l'art II. — Resistivity, Flasticity, and 
Density, and the ‘Temperature Coelicients of Resistivity und Elasticity, by 
J. R. Ashworth. 

“On the Ettects of Magnetisation on the Electric Conductivity of Irou und 
Nickel,” by G. Barlow. 

ч . [4 2 е * 

Electrical Vehicles,—This was the title of a paper 
read at a meeting of the Automobile Club last week by the editor 
of our contemporary, the Automotor. The paper, which is intended 
to form a chapter of the forthcoming “ Badminton Book on Motor- 
ing,” was very complete, and attracted a large audience. Mr. Jas. 
Swinburne occupied the chair, and among the electrical motor car 
specialists who took part in the discussion were Messrs. Oppermann, 
Leitner, Joel, Northey aud Chambers. 


Nelson Electricity Works,— The new electric light 
nnd tramways power station of the Council is to be opened on 
March 12th, at J p.m. 


Belleville Boilers.—In the House of Commons on 
28th ult. Mr. Allan asked whether, considering that the interim 
report of the Boiler Committee condemned the Belleville type of 
boiler as being unsuitable for warships, and that the final report on 
the late trials between his Majesty's ships Minerva and Hyacinth 
confirmed this decision, it was the intention of the Admiralty to 
revert to the cylindrical boiler for all the new vessels, now under 
construction, or which mizht be ordered, in order to ensure their 
safety and reliability. Mr. Arnold-Forster said that it has not yet 
been decided what type of boiler shall be installed in the vessels 
referred to. Mr. Allan asked whether any decision had been 
arrived at in respect of those vessels which were ordered. Mr. 
Arnold-Forster replied that thesc vessels are not commenced, aud 
a decision with regard to the boilers to be installed in them had not 
yet been arrived at. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Students' Sec- 
tion).— Yesterday a visit was paid to the works of the Thamcs 
Iron Works, Shipbuilding and Engineering Company, Blackwall. 


Woolwich Polytechnic Engineering Society.— Over 
100 members of this Society paid a visit on the 22nd ult. to the 
power station of the London Electric Supply Corporation at 
Deptford. Practically the whole of the generating plant was run- 
ning at the time, and a feature of the visit was the witnessing of 
the starting of а 1,500-H.P. engine, which was synchronised with 
one of 2,500 H. P. already running. 


Fatality.—At the Alhambra Theatre, Sheffield, on 
Friday last, à man swung upon a disused clectric lamp-bracket, and 
received a 200-volt shock. He died in 10 minutes, all attempts at 
artificial respiration being unsuccessful. It appeared from the evi- 
dence given at the inquest that the deceased took hold of the 
bracket with both hands, and it snapped off, the man falling back- 
wards, head foremcst, downstairs. The verdict of the jury was. 
“ Accidental death.” 

Engineering Standards.—The Engineering Standards 
Committee was to sit at the Institution of Civil Engineers, West- 
minster, on Tuesday, to hear evidence on the question of the 
standardisation of locumotives and the specifications for the 
materials used in their construction. The conference was attended 
by the leading consulting engineers, locomotive manufacturers, and 
representatives of the Indian and Colonial] Governments. The 
questions under consideration were:—(1) Is it desirable to proceed 
with the standardisation of locomotives? (2) If во, should this be 
a question of general design or only of component parts? (3) How 
far would it be of practical value to have standard specifications 
detining the quality of the materials used in locomotive con- 
struction ?— The Times. 


The LE.E.s at Cape Town.—A well-attended meeting 
of the Cape Town section of the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers was lately held in the Scuth African College, under the 
presidency of Mr. Proctor Banbam. Оа the occasion in question, 
Mr. W. J. Horne, associate member, read an interesting paper on 
the Nernst lamp. At the commencement of the procecdings, the 
chairman alluded in feeling terms to the loss which had befallen 
the profession in the death of the late Mr. H. R. Low, electrical 
engineer to the Cape Town Corporation. The meeting received 
this reference standing, as a mark of respect. 


Ventilation of the Central London,—It is stated in 
the Daily News that a 49-in. fan has been placed at the base of the 
lift shaft at Bond Street station for exhausting the air in the 
tunnels at night after the trains have ceased running. In this way 
a fresh-air supply will be obtained every day. Tests made with 
the fan the other day are said to have given great satisfaction, and 
more faus will be added if required. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Manchester 
Section ).—On Tuesday, March 4th, a paper on “Electric Furnaces,” 
was read by Mr. Bertram Blount. It was illustrated by a number of 
experiments. 

Appointments Vacant.—Paisley Corporation Electricity 
Department requires an assistant electrical engineer; a marine 


engineer is wanted for the electric light station at Carlisle. See 
* Oflicial Notices.” 


Shocks at 500 Volts,—4As the measurements of resist- 
ance of members of the audience after the reading of Mr. Trotter's 
paper on Thursday last were made under disadvantageous circum- 
stances, it is propcsed to make further measurements on Tuesday 
next, llth, on any persons belonging to scientific institutions or 
societies, at the Electrical Standards Laboratory, 8, Richmond 
‘Terrace, Whitehall. From 1 to 2 30, and from 5 to 6.45 p.m. will 
bc reserved for these measurements, but visitors will be measured 
at any time on the 11th inst. between 11 am. and 6.45 p. In., so far 
as the work оГ the Laboratory permits. 

Business Announcements.—Messrs. 'l'usker's Eugineer- 
ing Company, of Sheffield, have added an electrical department to 
their business, under the charge of Mr. H. B. Player, late of Messrs. 
Bergtheil & Young. The company is prepared to take installation 
work on either the direct or the polyphase system. 

Messrs. Ernest Roberts & Blower, of 6, Holborn Place, W.C., 
have been appointed sole agents for the London Electric Wire 
Company for the South Coast and West of England. 


Australian Telegrams.— Reuter's Melbourne agent 
telegraphs that a deadiock has occurred between the Common- 
wealth Government and the Eastern Extension Company. The 
former offered a 10 years’ contract which the latter refused. The 
Cabinet has decided to make no fresh proposals. 
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The Carbon Value of Welsh Hand-Picked Coal.— 
The analyses of the coals used in the tests of the Minerva, Hyacinth, 
and Sa. mia, show that the carbon value of the hand-picked Welsh 
as the result of nine tests, was 1:003, or practically equal to carbon. 
The average calorific power is 14,601 B.Th.U. per lb. The loss due 
to the small percentage of moisture 0:853, and the 453 per cent. of 
ash, and barely 09 of oxygen, &с., is set off by the gain du» to 
about 413 per cent. of hydrogen. It is worth noting that the wide 
fienaces of the water tube boilers enabled coal to be burned with 
less airthan was used in the cylinder boilers, and the evaporation 
in each case was greatest with the minimum of air. The minimum 
air recorded was on the 5,000 нр. test of the //yacinth, when 17 lbs. 
only was used to evaporate 11:03 lbs. of water, but with 20°5 lbs. 
of air, even more was evaporated, viz., 1146 lbs. water. ‘The 
Saxonia, however, though using 23-4 lbs. of air, evaporated 12°33 lbs. 
of water, but the Saxonia was better proportioned throughout. 


Mechanical Stoker Tests.—Referring to certain tests 
of mechanical stokers reported in the Street Railway Jteview, Mr. 
W. R. Roney complains that his stokers were tested under condi- 
tions over which his company were allowed no control, and inci- 
dentally he raises a point of some importance, namely, that the 
performance of a stoker, mechanical or otherwise, is not properly 
to be measured by the performauce of the boiler. In the tests he 
names, the two stokers were fitted to very different boilers, which, 
he says, were very different, also, in their conditions as to cleanli- 
ness. The result was that one stoker, which was pronounced better 
than the other, only obtained its apparent superiority because it 
heated a boiler which absorbed 77'1 per cent. of the heat of com- 
bustion, whereas the other boiler only absorbed 72 per cent. The 
better stoker was handicapped by an inferior boiler. It is claimed 
that the Roney stoker produced flue gases, which showed 142 per 
cent. of CO., 4°67 per cent. of oxygen, and 029 per cent. of CO. 
This, of course, is very good combustion, and shows a very mode- 
rate excess of air. А furnace ought to be rated for excellence 
according to the ratio of СО, which it produces. The function of 
& furnace is to burn fuel with the minimum amount of air, thereby 
Becuring the maximum of temperature. It this point were better 
realised, it would be more fair both to stokers and boilers, for 
obviously, other things being equal, a boiler has the best chance of 
showing up well whe supplied with the hottest gases, which con- 
duce to best efficiency of heating surface, and high temperature of 
gases is, of course, dependent upon the use of the minimum air 
supply. 

Personal—The following disclaimer was published in 
the Times a few weeks ago:—‘‘In view of recent developments 
connected with a recent bankruptcy case, Mr. Charles Bright, 
F.R.S.E, of Denham Priory, and 21, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, desires us to state that the debtor, Mr. C. Brivht, is in no 
way related to the family of the late Sir Charles Tilston Bright, 
though described as an electrical engineer." 

We are informed that Mr. Oswald Dewey, chief of the Notting 
Hill Electric Lighting Company's meter testing department, who 
formerly had charge of a similar department for the Manchester 
Corporation, has accepted au important post in the meter depart- 
ment of Messrs. Ferranti, Limited. 

Mr. Fredk. J. Collis has resigned the position of manager of the 
Sun Electrical Company, Limited, to take up a partnership iu the 
firm of Moesch & Schmidt, of 43, Basinghall Street, Е.С. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


THERE was a large gathering at the Raglan Hotel, West Hartlepool, 
on Friday last, the occasion being a presentation to Mr. T. A. 
CUNLIFFE, who has been power superintendent of the Hartlepools 
Electric Tramways for the last twelve months, and who is leaving to 
take up an appointment under the Kent Electric Power Distribution 
Company. The presents consisted of Wordingham’s book on 
" Central Station Design," a very handsome dressing-case, together 
with a gold, diamond and ruby brooch for Mrs. Cunliffe, subscribed 
for by the employés and staff of the Hartlepools Electric Tramways. 
The presentation was made by the company's local electrical 
engineer, Mr. T. Tyson. 

Oa February 25th Mr. WALKINGTON was the recipient of a 
Gladstone bag and other useful articles in token of regard and best 
. wishes froni his associates of the Electric Supply Department at 
Sheffield, ou the occasion of his leaving to take up an important 
post with the Stalybridge and district tramways undertaking. As 
secretary to tbe Sports and Entertainments Association, and also the 
Football Club, Mr. Walkington has been in close contact with 
every member of the Staff, aud in acknowledgiug the presentation 
expressed his regret at being compelled to relinquish these offices. 

The Kendal T.C. has appointed Mr. L. S. Үооха assistant elec- 
trical engineer at a salary of £130 per annum. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Colombo Electric Tramways and Lighting Co., Ltd. 
(72,864). —This company was registered on February zist, with a capital of 
£150,000 in £10 shares, to acquire or construct any tramway or tramways in 
Ceylon or elsewhere, to equip, maintain and work by electricity, steam or other 


mechanical power or by animal traction, all tramways belonging to the com- 
pany, or over which the company possesses any rights, and to carry on the busi- 
ness of carriers of passengers and goods, omnibus and van proprietors, steamboat 
owners, manufacturers of and dealers in tramway and railway rolling stock and 
locomotive and other engines, suppliers of electric light and power, electricians, 
engineers, Ko. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—H. Brooks, 
11, St. Benet Place, Gracechurch Street, E.C. merchant; J. M. Boustead, 
Colombo, Ceylon, merchant; Н. Brooks, The Meads, Woking, merchant; A. 
Ashchroft, 29, Groombridge Road, N. b., clerk: P. Pears, Iva: hoe, 72, Leigham 
Vale, Tulse Hill, clerk; G. 8. Dobson, 11, St. Benet Place, Gracechurch 
Street, К.С, accountant; and A. W. Jones, 110, Anthill Road, Bow, E., clerk. 
No initial publie issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three пог 
more than seven: the first are Henry Brooks, John M. Boustead and Robert 
Brooks; qualitication, £200 ; remuneration, £100 each per annum. 


Reno Electrical Stairways and Conveyors, Limited (72,857). 
—This company was registered on February 20th, with & capital of £80,000 
in £1 shares (20,000 preference) to acquire the benefit of certain inventions for 
constructing inclined elevators, and for improvements in the means of trans- 
port by ascension, to adopt an agreement with J. G. Wainwright, W. H. Aston 
and С. Т. Aston, and to carry on the business of suppliers of electric light, 
electricians, electrical, hydraulic, mechanical, gas and general engineers, вир- 
pliers of electricity for heat, power or other purposes, manufacturers of lifts, 
meters, accumulators, pipes, cables, wires and electrical apparatus and fittings, 
adc. The first subscribers (each with 250 ordinary shares) are:—J. A. Н. 
Drought, 2, Tokenhouse Buildings, E.C., gentleman: Н. Leigh-Hunt, 3, Great 
Winchester Street, E.C., merchant; УУ. Н. Aston, 46, Eagle Wharf Коза, N.. 
engineer; R. Wainwright, 70, Finsbury Pavement, E.C., merchant; J. G. Wain- 
weight, 70, Finsbury Pavement, E.C., merchant; C. T. Aston, 4, Fagle Wharf 
Road, N., engineer; and W. D. Sawdwell, 42, Seymour Road, N., engineer. 
Minimum cash subscription 25,009 shares. The number of directors is not to be 
less than three nor more than eight; the first are J. A.H. Drought, W. Leigh- 
Hunt, W. H. Aston, J. G. Wainwright and R. Wainwright; qualification, 
£250; remuneration, £150 each per annum and £50 extra for the chairman, with 
а share in the profits, latter not to exceed £2,000, divisible, in any year. 


\ 

Marvin-Sandyeroft Electric Drill Syndicate, Limited 
(72,823).—This company was registered on February 18th, with a capital of 
£7,000 in £1 shares, to adopt agreements with W. B. Koopman and the Nandy- 
croft Foundry Company, Limited, respectively, to acquire and turn to account 
апу patents andinventions and to carry on the business of manufacturers and 
factors of, dealers іп and agents forsale of electric rock drills and other driils, 
tools, machines and apparatus, mechanical and electrical engincers, elec- 
tricians, iron and brassfounders, metal workers, smiths, Xc. The first sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: К. E. Cominans,6, Queen Street Place, E.C., 
engineer; C. Н. Philbrook, 18, Great Windmill Street, W., engineer; A. 
Cameron, 25, Faraday Road, Wimbledon, S. W., gentleman; J. Mason, 41, 
Kempshott Road, Streatham Common, S.W., engineer; W. б. R. Tyacke, 15, 
Penge Road, S.E., gentleman; J. B. McDowell, 58, Netherwood Road, West 
Kensington Park, W., engineer; and Е. Н. Goring, 20, Champion Park, 
Denmark Hill S.E., clectrician. No initial publie issue. The number of 
directorsis not to be lesa than two nor more than three; the subscribers are to 
appoint the first; remuneration, £1C0each per annum. 


Edmondson & Purdom, Limited (72,835).— This company was 
registered on February 19th, with a capital of £6,000 in £1 shares (4,900 pre- 
ferred ordinary and 1,100 deferred ordinary), to acquire and carry on the busi- 
ness of an electrical and mechanical engineer carried on at the Aubert 
Electrical Works, Hey Street, Longside Lane, Bradford. The tirst sub- 
scribers (cach with ore share) are: W. A. Purdom, Braeside, Hawick, N.B., 
electrical and mechanical engineer; J. Edmondson, Heath Avenue, Halifax, 
electrical and mechanical engineer: J. R. Purdom, Wiltonburn, Hawick, N.B., 
solicitor; C. W. Pardow, Braeside, Lawick, banker; Mrs. H. Purdom, Braeside, 
Hawick; J. Butterticld, 4, Oakmount, Bradford, cbartered accountant: and J. W. 
Dawson, 15, Rugby Place, Bradford, engineer. No initial public issue. The 
number of directors 1з not to be less than two nor more than tive; the first are 
Walter A. Purdom (managing director), Joseph Edmondson and John W. Daw- 
воп; qualification, £100; remuneration (except managing director) аз fixed by 
the company. Registered office, Albert Electrical Works, Hey Street, Longside 
Lane, Bradford. 


British and Colonial Insulating Company, Limited (72,876). 
~ This company was registered on February 22nd, with a capital of £5,000 in £1 
shares (4,00) deferred), to carry on the business of rubber manufacturers and 
extractors, oil retiners and dealers, manufacturers of insulating materials, manu- 
facturers of and dealers in pitch, tar, and vulcanised rubber, &c., and to adopt 
an agreement with F. Hilditeh. The first subscribers (each with one share) 
are:—F. Hilditch, 5, Cook Street, Liverpool, chartered accountant; К, 
Humpbreys, 33, Sandringham Koad, The Brook, Liverpool, manager; F. Н. 
Pickworth, 5, Rumford Piace, Liverpool, cotton broker; J. B. Tytler, 87, Enol 
Street, St. Michael's, Liverpool, accountant; F. M. Walker, 1, Tithebarn 
Street, Liverpool, cotton merchant; А. Barr, 5, Cook Street, Liverpool, clerk ; 
and H. M. Lintock, 5, Cook Street, Liverpool, accountant. No initial public 
issue, Frederick Hilditch, chartered accountant, 1з the first manager. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


a 


Avon Electricity Meter Company, Limited (5, 650).— This 
company’s annual return was illed on February 4th, when 125,000 ordinary and 
121.596 pref. shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £250,000 in #1 
shares (125,000 preference). 41 per share bas been called up on 124.896 рге: 
ference, and £404,048 108. bas been paid, incluoing £52 105. paid on 104 pre- 
ference shares forfeited, £125,000 is considered as paid on the ordinary shares. 
Mortgages and charges, £60,000, 


Renewable Electric Lamp Company, Limited (63,144).—Thiz 
company’s annual return was filed on February 3rd, when 30,000 preference and 
100.000 ordinary shares were taken ор out of a nominal capital of 4150, C00 in 
20,000 preference and 100,000 ordinary shares of £l each. 17s. 6d. per share 
has been called up on 30,000 preference and 1,074 ordinary shares, resulting in 
the receipt of £260,035 158. £3,154 remains in arrears. 47 15s. has been paid on 
10 ordinary and 8 preferenec shares forfeited. £98,920 is considered в» paid си 
95,926 ordinary shares. No mortgages or charges. 


Aron Electricity Meter Company, Limited (58,650). — 
Particulars of registered mortgages and charges :— Date of trust deed, July 116, 
1901; total amount secured by series of debentures, £75,000; date of resolution 
creating series of debentures, June 28th, 1901. Property charged: All the 
freehold and leasehold properties of the company and all its other assets for the 
time being, both present and future, including its uncalled capital. Trustees: 
Willam M. Shirreff, 54, Gresham House, E. C.; and Max Byng, "1, Queen 
Victoria Street, Б.С. NomE.--It appears from the annual summary, айе up to 
January 2nd, 1902, that only £65,000 of tle above-ment.oucd debentures had been 
iss 1ed to that date. e. 


Typewriting Telegraph Corporation, Limited (66,332).— 
Particulars of registered mortgages and charges: Date of mortgage deed, 
Noveuber 14th, 1901; total amount secured, £2,000. Property charged: The 
whole undertaking and particularly the sum of £09,318 2s, 6d. uncalled capital. 
Persons entitled to the charge: Cecil Chaplin, and George С. Curtis, both of 
15, Lombard Street, E.C. (of the firm of Robarts, Lubbock & Co., bankers), 
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CITY NOTES. 


Hart Accumulator Company, Limited. 


Mr. G. W. Kip» presided аё the meeting of this company, which 
was held at Stratford on 26th ult.,and in moving the adoption of 
the report, which has already appeared in these columns 1n abstract, 
he said that they were now practically the third largest makers of 
accumulators in the Кіпедоь.. During the year they had installed 
batteries in about 98 town and villages, and bad also put in many 
private installations. The speaker mentioued the names of the 
more important towns where work had been done, and stated that 
the works had been in operation morning, noon, and night. After 
referring to the competition which the company had to meet, and 
to the effect of metal price fluctuations upon the preparation of 
tenders, the speaker mentioned that if the extensions of the 
business continued, they would require Jarger premises, which 
would mean more capital. A scheme was on foot for bringing more 
capital into the company, without applying to the public. Their 
dividend of 12% per cent. was only obtained by good management, 
keeping pace with the times, and by using all up-to-date machinery. 
There was hardly a machine in the place not driven by electric 
motors. They had entered into a contract with a foreign Govern- 
ment, which would occupy them, in a small way, for the best part 
ot the year. 
The report was adopted, and the dividend declared. 


Galloways, Limited. 


THE annual meeting of this company was held on February 27th, 
at Knott Mill Ironworks, Manchester, Mr. Charlea J. Galloway 
presiding. In congratulating the shareholders on the general 
results of the year’s working, һе remarked that the gross protit 
amounted to £23,304, after providing for liberal depreciation and 
the payment of directors’ fees; with the balance brought forward 
the total amount standing to credit of protit and loss account was 
£23,879. After deducting interest on debenture stock and dividends 
on the 5 percent. preference shares there remained a disposable 
balance of £12,879, the recommendations of the directors in respect 
to which met with the unanimous approval of the shareholders— 
namely, the payment of a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per 
annum on ordinary shares, the transfer of 42,500 to the special 
reserve fund (making the total ‘amount of this fund £17,290), the 
transfer of £1,000 to special depreciation account and the carrying 
forward of £581. 

In moving the adoption of the directors’ report and statement of 
accounts, the CHAIRMAN said he was glad to report the completion 
of the important structural alterations and extensions at the Knott 
Mill Works, and the directors confidently anticipated that great 
advantages and economy -vould accrue from this addition to the 
productive power of the works, and from the installation of new 
boilers, high-speed engine, and various new tools which have been 
put down during the past year and are now in fulloperation. He 
also referred to the development in connection with the construction 
of high-speed engines, which is now a special branch of the eom- 
pany's business; also to the construction of high-pressure blowing 
engines for blast furnaces, remarking that whereas the average 
output of ordinary furnaces in this country is probably 120 tons 
per day, with the high-pressure enyines built by the company and 
recently applied to the furnace at the works of the Millom & Askam 
Irou Company, an output of over 300 tons per day had been 
attained; the company had similar engines in hand, notably for 
two large ironworks in this country—viz., those of the Carnforth 
Hematite Iron Company and the Carlton Iron Company—and it was 
fully expected that further orders would shortly be received. It 
was also satisfactory to report that the trade in boilers was as 
active as ever, and the works were at the present moment very 
fully occupied. 

Mr. Wm. Johnson Galloway, M.P., and Mr. Charles Rought, 
the two retiring directors, were re-elected, and Mr. J. Wharton 
Pollitt, F.C.A., was re-elected auditor. 


Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Company. 


Tu fifteenth general meeting was held on the 25th ult , at Newcastle, 
under the presidency of Mr. John Milburn. 

In moving the adoption of the annual report апа balance sheet, 
the CHAIR AAN declared that they had had a most successful усаг. 
They had been iu a sort of transition state, for while they had been 
carrving on the old works they had been erecting new ones, but 
they had accomplished this fairly satistactorily. Speaking of the 
depreciation reserve fund, the CBalRMAN said they thought the 
company could be prepared to put aside a Jurger amount every year 
to meet not only depreciation, but also usa sort of mortissement, 
for the life of a company was not perpetual. They had passed the 
chrysalis stage, aud were going to add some splendid new works in 
The Close, Newcastle, costing nearly £80,000, which would increase 
their earning powers. With a little more expenditure, they hoped 
to complete these works, and by tbat time they should bave 
adapted themselves to all modern requirements, and should be able 
to economise on their present very reasonable cost of production. 
There was a lot of work in frout of them. He moved the adoption 
uf the repert and the dividend, which with the interim dividend 
amounted to 84 per cent. for the year. 

The report was adopted. 

Sir Benjamin C. Browne and Mr. J. D. Milburn were re-elected 
directors. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Company. 


.THE fourteenth general meeting was held on February 27th at 


that city. 

The CHarRMAN (Mr. J. T. Merz), in moving the adoption of the 
report and balance-sheet, said that in addition to the 1,405,60: 
units distributed in the area of the company there had been pro- 
duced und sold to the Walker and Wallsend Union Gas Company, 
Limited, 1,156,779 units, the total units produced for consumption 
being 2,562,383. The cost of the units distributed was 1°9d. against 
23d. per unit in the previous year, the price received being 3:82d. 
against 4 03d. per unit. The cost of producing the energy sold to 
the Gas Company was 7d., and it was all produced at the Wallsend 
station. The units distributed to the Newcastle consumers were 
almost all produced in the city. The company had now 1,673 
customers, being 513 more than at the end of the previous year, the 
total representing 112,000 8-c.P. lamps, an increase of 40,000 on the 
year. The gross revenue of the company was £4,180 more than the 
previous year, to which had to be added £6,514 received for the 
units sold to the Gas Company. Не referred to the unnecessary 
and unwarrantable delay which the company experieuced in getting 
permission from the Corporation to carry out the work sanctioned 
by Parliament and passed by the Board of Trade, the tinal decisious 
of the Board of Trade having been entirely in favour of the com- 
pany. These delays had cost them at least four months, and iu the 
past yeat they had practically reaped no benefit from the expensive 
extensions. The central station at Wallsend had been connected 
with all the sub-stations in the Newcastle and Gosforth area, and in 
consequence the costs had been reduced by nearly 4d. per unit. 

А a subsequent extraordinary meeting, the capital of the company 
а increased by £200,000, half ordinary and half preference 
shares. 


Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company. 


Sin Ковт. G. W. HERBERT, chairman, presided on Tuesday at the 
offices, 38, Old Broad Street, over the thirty-eighth annual meeting 
of the above company, ard in moving the adoption of the report, 
said it was the best within his recollection of the company. The 
profits were larger thua in any year since his recollection. He 
would not go through the various items in the balance-sheet and 
the protit and loss account, but every figure was larger, and in 
Some cases considerably higher than in the previous year, and 
the total a:sets of the company were now £2,396,665. They had 
to record on that occasion the death of their valuable colleague, 
Admiral Hoskins. The accounts for the year showed a net profit of 
£105.695, and with the sum brougat forward there was a profit of 
£182,259. There had been an interim dividend of 5 per cent. paid, 
and they now paid the shareholders 15 per cent. more, which was 
20 per cent. for the whole year, leaving £91,000 to be carried 
forward. The report stated in the usual manner what had been 
done, but it would probably give them an imperfect idea of what 
really had been carried out. The principal piece of work was the 
completion of the 15,000-knot» cable for the Eastern Extension Com- 
pany. That was the third communication between Land's End and 
Australia which was carried out by their factories and ships, and which 
amounted to the large sum of £3,000,000. The whole thing was now 
absolutely completed. The work done by the Angler in 


connection with this cable was a record, and there was no hitch at 


all. The high speed was maintained of 190 knots a day, although she 


` went through the deepest water in which a cable had ever been laid 


—viz., 34 nautical miles. That was as great a depth as was to be 
found anywhere in the Pacific. The factories had teen very hard at 
work, and were in excellent condition. They were now employed 
in the reconstruction of the Pacific Cable, which had to be completed 
during the present year. The Angler was about to lay the three 
shorter section: of that cable, and was пож in Sydney, and tlie work 
would be completed by June 30th. In order to complete the long 
section of tho Pacific Cable, they hid now launched the fine ship 
Colonia, which would carry 10,000 tons of dead weight at 114 kuota. 
Sbe was the finest and largest cable steamer now, as the Ing was 
before her, and they hoped for great results from her. As they would 
have noticed, they proposed to put а further sum of £20,000 to the 
pension fund, which would now stand at £41,800. That was now 
growiug into a fund which might be made practically useful 
before very long. As the money had to be invested in high-class 
liquid securities which only produced them a sum of something 
like £1,200 a year, it would not yet be ina stave as that it would - 
be applicable to the whole staff. 'lhey would probably have to ask 
the company to make a contribution again next year, and he had no 
doubt they would do this. Having alluded to the election of Mr. 
Paget V. Luke to the board, and dwelt on his conuection with the 
telegraphs in India, the chairman said that no meeting connected 
with cable construction could be closed withoutsome reference being 
made to wireless telegraphy. It was ditlicult to deal with the 
matter seriously at the present moment, because the facts put before 
them were very imperfectly ascertained, and the expectations which 
appeared to be formed by the promoters and the wireless system 
were not such as they could comprehend or endorse, although he 
did not venture to dispute that anything was possible with elec- 
tricity. They had no hostility to Mr. Marconi, who had 
undoubtedly made important developments in the system which 
was now a good many years old. He was reminded that a con- 
siderable number of years ago the manager of their gutta-percha 
works, Mr. Smith, made a connection between England and 
Ireland. They communicated with the Cable Construction Com- 
pany. Of course they obtained the highest scientific opinions 
on the subject, and the opinion they had formed was that wireless 
telegraphy had a strictly limited field, and it was not possible for 


Vol. 50. No. 1,267, Manon 7, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


893 


it to transmit the heavy traffic of commercial messages with 
secrecy, speed, and certainty for long distances. Tne sanguine 
expectations of Mr. Marconi and his friends had bad a serious 
temporary effect on the shares of cable companies, and there had 
undoubtedly been some considerable loss, but great authorities 
connected with telegraphy were unweakened in their belief that 
the cable systems would be the main system of telezraphy in the 
future. They had the greatest confidence in the soundness of the 
shares of the great cable companies, but with regard to the shares in 
the Coustruction Company, he believed they were impregnable, 
notwithstanding any discoveries. In the event of cables not being 
іп such demand in the future as in the past, there were many things 
connected with telegraphy that were open to great manufacturers. 
There were electric traction and electric lighting and heating and 
telephones, and во forth, and had it not been that their company had 
been 80 occupied with submarine cables they would probably before 
now have gone in for manufacturing those things. Therefore he 
hoped they would feel confident that the shares of their company 
were as good an investment as was to be found in the City of 
London. 

Sir James PENDER, Bart , seconded the motion. | 

Replying to several questions, the CHAIRMAN said they under- 
stood that the Canadian Government would continue to confer 
with the Home Government with regard toa further cable. They 
had seen statements in the press that the Canadian Government 
had made what to their mind was some incomprehensible arrange- 
ment with Mr. Marconi, but whatever agreement there was it 
would not interfere with the construction of another cable entirely 
in British hands if such a step was thought necessary. As another 
proof of the strength of their position, he had noticed that Sir 
Edward Sassoon in a recent lecture had strongly urged that the 
Government should acquire the submarine cables of the companies 
at a very high figure. | 

The report was adopted and the retiring directors were те- 
elected 


National Telephone Company. 


THE twenty-ninth ordiaary general meeting of the shareholders of 
the National Telephone Company was held on Thursday of last 
week at Hamilton House, Victoria Embankment, the Right Hon. 
Sir Henry Fowler, M P., in the chair. 

The Снагвмах in proposing the adoption of the report, said the 
result of the past half-year's operations of the compauy showed a 
gross increase in the income of £69,102. The expenses had 
increased by £39,738. Post Office royalties to the amount of 
£73,423 had been paid during the half-year, which made the net 
increase in the profit £22,819. The net balance available at the 
end of the half-year was £222,566. The board suggested that half 
the balance should be appropriated ia the payment of dividends on 
the preference shares, which would absorb £40,250, and then to the 
payment of a dividend at the rate of 5 per ceat. on the ordinary 
shares. Then there was a small amount ia respect of interest on the 
new preferred shares of £1,250, making the total to be paid in 
dividends £115,250. They proposed to carry £10,000 to the 
reserve fund, which fund represented undivided profits intended to 
guard the interests of the ordinary shareholders at the expiry of 
the company’s license. The carry-over would amount to £7,816. 
Having regard to all the features which had characterised the 
history of the company during the past vear, and the position in 
which it had been placed, he thought that without auy exaggeration, 
the shareholders were to be congratulated upon the results the 
directors had placed before them. During the last six months they 
had spent out of capital £233,096 on the construction of exchanges 
and private lines. On revenue account they had spent 
£122,933 in maintenance and renewal of their lines, which 
might have been charged to capital. Of course the chief 
event in the history of the company during the past year was 
the agreement which had been entered into between the company 
and the Post Office with reference to the London service. At the 
last meeting the agreement was under discussion, but the chairman 
then told them that it would have been both premature and im- 
proper, not to say foolish, to discuss it in public pending negotia- 
tions. The negotiations extended over a long period, and he 
ventured to think they were conducted with considerable ability on 
both sides. He would like to call their attention to one or two 
of the salient points of the agreement, upon which some very strong 
opinions had been expressed in Parliament and elsewhere. When 
the company commenced negotiating for the agreement the position 
was that Parliament had sanctioned a competing service in London, 
and the board bad to consider what was the wisest course for them 
to рогзпе nader tbe circumstances. There were but two alterna- 
tives—it was either peace or war, and before anyone condemned 
the directors hs would like them to try and realise what war would 
bave meant. It would have meant hostility to the company at 
every point where it came into contact with the Post Office. It 
would have meant a considerable injury to their earning power, 
and sooner or later a war of rates was bound to have come about, 
which would have cost the company and the country a great deal of 
money, while the telephone subscribers would only have benefited 
during the short time that the competition lasted. He believed 
that the public would have insisted upon the two bodies coming 
together fora settlement, and probably that settlement would not 
have been such a good one as had been arrived at amicably. The board 
therefore decided to pursue a policy of peace. They were repre- 
sented at the negotiations by Mr. Forbes, their late chairman, and 
their general manager, Mr. W. E. L. Gaine; and on the other side 
the Postmaster General, by the admirable and lucid statement he 
made to the public a few days after the agreemeut was completed, 


showed how completely he had grasped all the difficulties and 
dangers of the situation. Sir George Murray assisted the Postmaster- . 
Geueral,and the interests of the public could not have been in 
safer hands. Uuder the agreement the company gave the Pust 
Office an absolutely free inter-communication with its system, апа 
in return, as the Post Office system developed, they would have free 
inter-c »m-uunication wita that system. Thus the arrangement was 
to the mutual advantaze of both the company and the public. 
They had also got agreed rates, and had thrown on one side the 
ides of attemptiog to cut one another's throats by competition. 
Naturally, the Post Office, as representing the public, wished to see 
the rates as low as possible; but totally outside any influence of the 
company, they came to the conclusion that they would not start the 
system at а lower rate than the National was charging. They on 
their part agreed to the rates, subject to the condition that at the 
end of three years it should be open to either side to reconsider 
them, to see if any reduction was possible; and if that could be 
done, it would be in the interests of both the National and the 
Post Office to do so. Dealing with the next point in the agreement 
relative to the purchase of the company’s plant in London when its 
lease expired, Sir Henry said that the Government had been attacked 
upon that point on two grounds—firat, the quality of the plant, and 


_ secondly, the impropriety of the purchase by the Government. The 


terms of purchase were, however, exactly the same as those which 
had been put to every municipal license throughout the country. 
As to their plant being old and worn out, that was not true. As a 
matter of fact, last half-year, in London alone, they expended · 
£70,702 on capital account and on maintenance; in repairing and 
keeping up to date the existing overhead wires in London, £40,187. 
Taney had hardly any old plant in London, their policy being to 
maintain it in efficiency out of revenue. Inthe case of the replacing 
of the overhead by the underground system, the practice was to 
charge only two-thirds to capital, the other third being treated as 
in a replacement account to be paid out of income over a limited 
number of years. They had already spent on the underground 
circuit syatem about 13 millions of money, of which 1 million only 
had been charged to capital. The telephonic development of 
London, to be complete, was & very big task, and one for which 
more money would have to be found, either by the compauy or the 
Government. Uader all the circumstances the board were of 
opinion that the agreement was one eminently fair to both sides. 
In conclusion, the chairman referred at some length to the so-called 
public indignation which existed agaiust the company, and said 
that the figures he had to put before them did not bear out that 
allezation. Тһе agreement was signed on November 18th. The 
orders received by the Post Office from new subscribers up to 
February 15th were 2,250, while in the same period the company 
had received orders for 2,990. That showed that the company had 
not forfeited the confidence of the public, and he could not under- 
stand how a company which had done so much for the public should 
be so remarkably uapopular. As they knew, Mr. Forbes, who had 
rendered immense services to the company and to tele- 
phony, had retired from the position of president, and he 
asked the sharcholdera to approve with unanimity an arrange- 
ment whereby Mr. Forbes would give the company his services in 
an advisory capacity for five years at a remuneration of £1,000 a 
year. Dealing with his (the speaker's) position, he said that he felt 
almost as if he were committing acrime in being in the chair of the 
Telephone Company. As he understood it there were three charges 
brought against them —first, that of being a monopoly; secondly, 
of having made extortionate charges; and thirdly, of rendering an 


inefficient service. A monopoly wasan exclusive privilege of selling 


any specific article, but that company had never had such a mono- 
poly. It worked under two patents by Bell and Edison taken out 
in 1878, and it was not until 1880 that the owners of those two 
patents formed the United Telephone Compary, and before that 
took place the Post Office had the opportunity of buying those 
patents, and would not doso. As to there being a monopoly—a 
corrupt monopoly, as it had been called—he would point out that 
the company had 9,328 shareholders with an average holding of 
£482, and 3,300 stockholders with an average holding of £786. They 
were nota lot of millionaires. They had supplied the country with 
telephony, they had raised eight millions from the public, and a 
company with sucha record ought not to be held up to public con- 
tumely. Dealing with the question of rates, he said that the com- 
pauy was charged with beiug the highest charger in Europe, and 
comparisons had been made with Berlin and Paris. The rate in 
Berlin at the present time was £9 per annum, against their £17, but 
th-ir charge covered an area of 600 sq. miles, while the £9 iu Berlin 
did not extend beyond three miles of the Central Exchange, 
outside which £4 per mile had to be paid, so that taking thc 
six-mile radius, the rate would be £21. At Paris the charge 
was £16 within the limits of the walls of the City, while in addi- 
tion the subscriber had to pay for his own ivstrument and the cost 
of connecting it from the main liue to his own house. With regard 
to the charge in New York, it was something like £48 as compared 
with £17 iu London. The company was said to have made extor- 
tionate charges, but if во, where had the money gone to? It had 
never paid a dividend of above 6 per cent. and was now declaring 
5 percent. As to the charge of iuefficiency, nothing had struck 
him more since he had been connected with the company than the 
extraordinary ability of the men by whom it was conducted—the 
general manager (Mr. Gaine), the engineer-in-chief (Mr. Sinclair), 
the gentleman at the head of the financial department (Mr. 
Goddard), and everyone else. They had absolute contidence iu 
their staff, and their policy was to make the system as perfect as 
they could, and develop it as far as possible within the limits of 
their capital. 

Mr. Gro. FRANKLIN seconded the motion, which was carried after 
a short discussion, 
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Scarborough Electric Supply Company. 


THE tenth ordinary general meeting of this company was held on 
22nd'ult. Mr. G. AL DpEHSON-SNITEH, J.P., presided, and in moving the 
adoption of the report, said that the increase in the number of 
consumers was extraordinary. The number of consumers in 1895 
was 235, and in 1901, 702; the number of lamps in 1895 was 12,000, 
and in 1901, 40,000; the units sold were 141,000 six years ago, and 
384, 000 last year, while the revenue during those years had increased 
from £1,356 to £4,119, and the dividend had riesen from 24 per 
cent. to 7 per cent. He did not see why the company should not 
go on improving, not perhaps in the same ratio as they had done 
last year, when the number of consumers were increased from 592 
to 702. They could hardly expect to go on at that rate. The 
company’s depreciation account now totalled £2,648 2s. 8d.—-which 
he said he thought was a most satisfactory state of affairs. 

Mr J. DALE seconded. 

The Mayor congratulated the directors on the continued 


success of the company. He thought £600 was a rather low figure: 


to place to the depreciation account, considering the wear and tear 
of machinery. 

Mr. SwisTON, in reply, said it must be remembered that the 
depreciation fund was quite irrespective cf keeping the machinery 
thoroughly in order and up-to-date. The depreciation fund was 
really something to fall iback upon in the future. The machinery 
was kept thoroughly up-to-date out of the revenue. Some of it was 
better now than when it was newer. He quite agreed with the 
Mayor that it was advisable to build up a larger depreciation fund. 
There were a good many years to go before the town had the right 
of exercising their option of purchasing. In the early stages it was 
not во easy to put money away for depreciation, but they would 
bave better opportunities of doing so now tbat they had reached a 
dividend of 7 per cent. The cost of working, reckoned under 
various heads, showed in every case a reduction. Wagesand gene- 
ration were this year 46d. against '49d , coal 1:°29d. against 1˙45d., 
management and directors’ fees were 44d. avainst 47d. The total 
cost per unit sold was 2 82d. against 3 16d. 

The report was adopted. 


Baker Street & Waterloo Railway Company. 


On 26th ult. Mr. Quintin Hogg presided at a special meeting of 
this company, at which three Bills, now before Parliament, were 
considered and approved. "Tbe Bills were as follows:— 


(1) To confer further powers on the company; (2) to confer further powers cn 
the Brompton & Piccsdilly Circus Company ior the construction of new railways 
and works, and for the use of part of the Met opclitan District Rallway, to 
extend the time fcr the compulscry vurcka:e of land and the completion of 
works, and to authorise working and otter agreements with other companics; 
(3) for conferring further powers upon the Charing Cross, Huston, and 
Hampstead Company with respect to their undertak'ng, for authorising agree- 
ments with the Metropolitan District Railway Company, the South-Mastern and 
Cuatham Railway Companics’ Managing Committee, the South-Eastern Ccin- 
pany, ard this company. 


The CHAIRMAN explained the objects of the different Bills, and 
said that there could be ro doubt that the right policy in the 
interests of the shareholders and the public with regard to electric 
lines was to give every possible facility for as complete an inter- 
change of traffic as possible both with other railways and tramways. 
As the annual general meeting would be held next month, he did 
not propose to go into details as to the progress of the works 
upon the present occasion, but it would be of interest to the share- 
holders to know that one tunnel had been entirely driven thrcugh 
from Waterloo to Oxford Circus, and the other tunnel fiom 
Waterloo was within measurable distance of Oxford Circus. He 
hoped, when he next met them, to be able to give tbem some 
further information in regard to the completion of the line. The 
application for an extension of time was for a period of three 
years, but the railway would be completed as quickly as possible. 
Even if the whole of their financial arrangements were finished at 
tte present moment, the work could not be completed under two 
years from the present time. What occupied the longest time in 
connection with these electric railways was the erection of the 
generating power station. 


` 


London United Tramways (1901). 


Mn. SawvEr WHITE presided at the statutory meeting held at 
Chiswick Jast weck, and in regard to the issue of debenture stock 
and preference sares, said that tbe applications were so numerous 
that on most of the large ones the directors were unable to allot more 
than one-twentieth of the amounts asked for. So far as the com- 
рапу'в operations were concerned, everything was making very 
satisfactory progress. The whole of the materials and plant for the 
Hampton Court group of lines had been ordered some time since, 
and the wrk of constructing these lines was proceeding as rapidly 
as weather conditions would permit. Of the 12 miles of this group 
nearly three miles of route had already been laid, and the electric 
cableways and cables had been laid for a considerable portion of 
the route. 

At а subsequent extraordinary meeting, Mr. White explaiucd the 
objects of the Bills which the company was promoting this 
session fer various electric tramways and tube railways. The 
meeting approved the Bills, 


Brompton and Kensington Electricity Supply 
Company. 


Mr. H. КАМЕ Breeton (chairman) presided over the fourteenth 
ordinary general meeting of the Brompton and Kensington Elec- 
tricity Company, held on Thursday, February 27th, at Winchester 
House, Old Broad Street, and, in moving the adoption of the report, 
said he had had considerable experience of public meetings, and it 
appeared to him that if a company was profoundly unfortunate and 
deeply divided on questions of policy, the Pillar Hall at Cannon 
Street Hotel was inadequate for a meeting of shareholders, but that 
avery small hall in Winchester House was sufficient when things 
were going well. It was only in that manner he could explain the 
remarkably small meetings which they seemed to have of that com- 
pany. Referring to the capital account, he said they would notice 
there was the usual increase in expenditure due to the normal 
growth of business, but notwithstanding that owing to the large 
provision for depreciation given effect to in the accounts, the net. 
cost of their installation to-day was actually less than it was that 
time last year. To summarire the position of the company that 
day if the accounts were adopted, they would have written off 
about £50,000 from first to last since the commencement of 
business 12 years ago, and they would find themselves with a 
capital of £200,000 free from debt, and with a reserve of 
upwards of £30,000. ‘Turning to the revenue account, he 
said, notwithstanding that owing to forward contracts 
they had not benefited to the full extent from the lower price of 
coal which set in last year, their works cost e, the cost of pro- 
duction of electricity—showed a further reduction, aud at the pre- 
sent ti ne not only compared favourably with tbat of any station in 
the metropolis with a similar output, but he believed with that of 
any such station, whatever its output. He ventured to think that 
was a record of which they might be justly proud, and testified to 
the efliciency of their installation and to the judgment and care 
bestowed ороп their station by their manager, Mr. Bowden. The 
item of rates and taxes in the revenue account showed an increase 
of upwards of £1,000 over 1900, and now amounted to nearly 15 
per cent. of their total annual expenditure. In that respect they, 
of course, suffered in common with all enterprises carried on in 
this country, and he could only say that such a liberal contribution 
to the rates should entitle them to the gratitude and consideration 
of their friends, the local authority. As regarded the future, 
although the growth of private lighting was not quite so rapid now 
that their area was getting filled up, there was tbe promise of com- 
pensation in the growth of supply for power purposes, and he 
thought the shareholders might look forward to the maintenance 
of their earning capacity with unabated contidence. 

Mr. R. A. GERMAINE seconded the motion, and the report was 
adopted. ; 

The following dividends were then declared :—On the preference 
shares a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum for the half- 
year endiug December 31st, 1401, making, with the interim divi- 


. dend already paid, 7 per cent. for the year; and on the ordinary 


shares a dividend at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum for the half- 
year ending December 31st, 1901, making, with the interim dividend 
already paid, & per cent. for the vear. 

On the motion of Mr. Davies, seconded by Mr. LRESE, the re- 
election of the retiring directora was confirmed. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman for presiding terminated the 
proceedings. 


Fairbairn Lawson Combe Barbour, Limited. 


THE report, to be submitted to the meeting on the 12th inst., states 
that the profit for the year, after charging all expenses incidental 
to the business (including depreciation £14,778), amounted to 
£115,151. From this must be deducted directors’ fees, management, 
office expenses, &., less interest aud transfer fees, £8,461; interest 
on debenture stock £12,000; interim dividends for half-year to 
June 30th, 1901—namely, on preference shares at rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum, £7,500, and on ordinary shares at rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum, £12,500, leaving £74,686, to which must be added the 
balance brought forward, £732, making available £75,418. The 
directors recommend a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum on the preference shares for the half-year to December, a 
dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per anuum on the ordinary 
shares for the half-year to December, making, with the interim 
dividend paid, 74 per cent. forthe whole year, the transfer to reserve 
fund of £20,000, and to carry forward £22,918. 


Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway Company. 


Ох 27th ult. the balf-yearly general meeting of the above company 
was beld at Dublin, Mr. William Mooney presiding. The accounts 
showed that the receipts had increased by £360, as compared with tte 
corresponding period in 1900, and that the expenditure had decreased 
by £460, or a total of £820. The sum available for dividend, after 
the payment of debenture interest, and without reference to the 
carry-over from the previous half-year, was very much larger than 
it had ever been previously. That sum was £1,036 7s. 7d. ; and bat 
that they had to pay off £200 capital charge on account of the con- 
tract for the erection of tbeir electrical equipment, апа £100 fir 
the half-yearly instalment d'e to the electrical contractors, there 
would be a small sum available for the payment of a dividend to 
the ordinary shareholders. At the time they were reconstructing 
the line and equipping it electrically, they were anxious to make the 
sum payable out of capital expenditure as low as possible, and they 
made an arrangemcnt with the contractors to pay a portion of the 
expenditure by half-yearly instalments of £100. 
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The City of London Electric Lighting Company. 


Tunreport to be presented at the meeting to be held at Winchester 
House, E.C., at 2.30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 12th, reads ав 
follows :— 

“Your directors beg to submit their report and statement of 
accounts for the year ended December 31st, 1901, as certified by the 
auditors. The expenditure on сарі] account during the year 
ended December 31:t, 1901, amounted to £154,004 7s. 3d. 


REVENUE. 
The total revenue for the year Was 2 vs 
From which must be deducted the follawing 
items :— 
Expenses of generation and distribution .. £85,211 17 0 
Rent, rates, taxes, general and special charges 35,836 4 10 


£250,080 0 11 


— ü — 


121,018 1 10 


Transfer to repairs and maintenance fund... 25,000 0 0 
Interest on lo&ns, &c. s " ba д 1,605 3 2 
Interest transferred to debenture stock pre- 

mium redemption fund .. T 5 à 1143 2 9 


— 


148,796 7 9 


101,283 18 2 


Leaving ч an i - T 
To which must be added the balance brought forward from 


1900 .. . 11,842 19 2 


Making & total available revenue of .. 112.626 12 4 
Of this sum the following amounts have been 
distributed or provided for: — 
(а) Interest on firstand second debenture stock 
for year ended December 31st, 1901 . . £27,601 11 2 
(b) In'erim dividend on £400,000 6 per cent. 
preference shares, paid in August Jast on 
account of the distribution for the year 
(^) Transfer to reserve fund "n ex ec 


11,350 0 0 
15,000 0 0 
FF ˙om³ ID 3 


Leaving a balance of £58,675 1 2 

« Your directors now recommend that the following dividends for 
the year ended December 31st, 1901, be declared, subject to the 
deduction of income-tax, to members registered in the books of the 
company at the closing of the transfer books on February 26th, 
1902 :— 


Preference Shares, Nos. 1 to 40,000.—12¢. per share, being 8 distribution for 

the year at the full rate of 6 per cent. Of this sum Gs. per share Was paid 

on account in August last, leaving а balance of 6s. per share for present 
distribution. 

Ordinary Shares, Nos. 40,001 to 110,595.— 10s. per share, being & distribution 
at the rate of b per cent. for the year. 


“ This will absorb £44,612 Ов. 4d. and leave a balance of £14,063 
Os. 10d. which your directors propose to carry forward. It is pro- 
posed tbat the warrants for the dividends sball be posted on March 
19th, 19,2. The generation and distribution expenses for the year, 
including repairs and renewals, were 4302 per cent. of the gross 
earnings, as compared with 61:13 per cent. for 1900, 19:31 per cent. 
for 1899, 361 per cent. for 1898, 31 3 per cent. for 1897, 34 per сеш. 
for 1896, 36°87 for 1895, 46 for 1891, and 54 2 for 1893. 


PRIVATE LIGHTING: AVERAGE PRICES PER UNIT OBTAINED. 
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“The following comparative statements show the position of the 
company as it was in 1894 and at subsequent periods. 


PRIVATE LIGHTING: NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS AND 
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“They have also made the following transfers from the revenue 
account: 


415,000 to the credit of reserve account. 

£25,0C0 to the credit of repairs and maintenance fund, against which the 

repaira and renewals for the year, amounting to £17,959 Эз. за. have been 
charged, resulting in a net credit of £7,040 115. 9d. 


“ Cross notices of appeal to the House of Lords have been lodged. 
by the Corporation and by your directors. . Pending the decision of 
the House of Lords, the lighting of the public thoroughfares is 
being continued by your company on the same terms аз heretvfore. 
In pursuance of the intimation made by bim to the shareholders at 
the last ordinary general meeting Sir David L. Salomons resigned 
his seat on the hoard. Your directors desire to place upon record 
their appreciation of aud thanks for his. able services to your com- 
pany during 80 many years. 

“They unanimously elected Mr. George Herring as Chairman in 

lace of Sir David L. Salomons. 

“They much regret the death of Mr. Edward Lucas on September 
9th last, by which your company lost the services of a director who 
had always endeavoured to further. its best interests, and who was 
most attentive to his duties. In accordance with the articles of 
association, two of your directors, Mr. George Herring and Mr. 
Fredk. Wm. Reynolds, now retire and, being eligible, offer them- 
selves for re-election. Messrs. Paonell & Co. retire, and, being 
eligible, offer themselves for re-election.” 


— 


— 


Northallerton Electric Light and Power Company. 


On Wednesday, 26th ult., the annual meeting of the shareholders 
took place at Northallerton, Mr. C. E. L. Ringrose presiding. The 
report submitted was the most satisfactory since the company's 
inception, there having been supplied to private consumers 28,315 
units, as compared with 24,875 last year. The dircctors stated that 
after paying £396 4s. 7d. for interest on debentures and loans there 
was a balance in hand of £25 19s. 7d. to carry forward. The 
report and balance-sheet baving been adopted, Mr. J. Ernest 
Hutton and Mr. A. de Lande Long were re-elected directors, and 
Messrs. W. В. Peat & Co. auditors. Mr. F. Fairbank was elected а 
director in the place of Mr. H. G. Jackson. 


Dar oi eet ee 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Applications have been made 
to the Committee to appoint а special settling day in and to grant 
a quotation to:—Charing Cross aud Strand Electricity Supply 
Corporation, Limited, further issue of 20,000 ordinary ghares of 
£5 cach, fully paid, Nos. 50.001 to 70,000, and 20,000 4) per cent. 
cumula'ive preference shares of. £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 50,001 to 
70,000. City of London Electric Lighting Company, Limited, 
further issue of £100,000 44 per cent. second debenture stock 
(redeemable). The Committee has also ordered the undermentioned 
securities to be quoted in the Official List Central Electric 
Supply Company, Limited, £250,000 4 per ceut, guaranteed deben- 
ture stock ; Central Loudon Railway, £698,201 4 per cent. deben- 
ture stock, in lieu of the provisional certificates now quoted. 


Prospectuses,—1 he prospectus of the Reno Electric 
Stairways and Conveyers, Limited, has been before the public this 
week for sulscriptious for £20,000 ia 6 per cent preference shares, 
and £22,500 in ordinary shares. The nominal capital of the com- 
pany is £80,000. The company acquires the British patent rights of 
the Reno inclined elevator and the British aud foreign patents 
obtained by W. H. Aston for spiral and moving ways. Tue prin- 
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LAMPS CONNECTED (CITY OF Т.охрох Company). 


— 
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| рес. Bist, | Dee. Bist, ^ Dec 3156 | рес. gist, Dec. 3181, 
1894. | 1895. 1t 93. 1897. i 1898. l 1899. | 1900. 1901. 
i!! 88 p EE ee ee — — — \ - - „C | — — — — a_r 
Number of customers being supplied ds $5 2,740 4,280 5,303 6.322 7,414 | 8,738 9,855 | 10,618 
Number cequizalent) of e- c. p. lamps connected .. 135,460 | 195,317 | 247,785 296,012 855,823 418209, 628 511,118 | 549,175 


1 


“On February 19th, 1902, there were 573,768 8-c.P. lamps 
(equivalent) applied for, out of which 557,164 were connected, and 
the customers numbered 10,786. 

“The B.O.T. units sold during the year 1901, excluding public 
lighting, were 11,526,951, а8 compared with 11,272,968 for 1900. 


— 
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| 
For the year ended .. T" Dec. 31, 1895. | Dee. 31, 1896. 
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Gross revenue (after deducting 
allowances to consumers) 

Net revenue available for repairs 
and renewals, depreciation, | К 
reserve fund, interest оп de- 34,865 0 0 
benture stock, &c., dividends | 
and special charges. : 


, 


es d. £ ма es. d 

6.563 0 0 106/09 0 0 146016 0 % 
| + 

50100 0 0 | 85,701 0 0 | 


| | 
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ee MMM 2 — d а а — 


“ Your directors have placed the balance of Premiums on issues, 
amounting to £47,360 178, to а debenture stock premium redemption 
account and have credited such account with £1,143 28. 9d. from 
revenue account, for interest. 


— 


ciple has already been applied in different parts of this country. 
The purchase price is £63,500, £37,500 in ordinary shares, £13,500 
in cash, aud £12,500 in cash or shares. 

The list closed yesterday (Thursday) in an issue of £500,000 4 per 
cent. mortgage debenture stock of the British Westinghouse Electric 


STATEMENT OF INCOME AS SHOWN IN THE Accounts ISSUED BY THE CITY OF LoNDON COMPANY. 
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175,02 0 0 . 175,007 0 0 187,293 0 Q 223,76 0 0 | 250,080 0 0 
107,550 0 0 | 97,812 0 0 | 87,323 0 o | 84,015 0 0 | 129,082 0 0 
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and Manufacturing Company. The price of the issne was 971 per 
cent. The prospectus states that the new works at Tratford Park 
are now approaching completion, and the tools and machinery ате 
being placed in position. 


— — 
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Metropolitan Electric Supply Company. — The 
directors recommend the payment of a final dividend for the year 
1901 at the rate of 7s. per share, making 61 per cent. for the year. 


Davis & Timmins, Limited,—The directors, in their 


report for 1901, recommend a dividend for tbe twelve months on 
the ordinary sbares at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum. 


Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Cor- 
poration.— Warrants for the half-yenr's dividends (12 per vent.) on 
the ordinary shares bave been posted. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending Feb. 
28th were £598; corresponding week last year, £567; increase, £1]. Total 
to date, £5,034 ; corresponding period last year, £4,483; increase £551. 
Miles of track open, 107. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
March 1st were £172; corresponding week last year, £189; increase, 
£88. Total receipte to date, £1,328; corresponding period last year, £1,228: 
increase, £05. 


Bristo! Tramways and Carriage Company.— The receipts for the week ending 
Februa ш were £8,877; corresponding period last year £3,671; in- 
crease, 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending February 21st :— 


! Comparison | | 
! with corres- Же 
Amount ponding week, of MESE ere 
2 | of last year. ' Weeks. Amount. | Ine. or Dec. 

+ 


Aggregate. 


| 

| 
+ — = 
| | £ | £ | & | £ £ 
Croydon*  .. ace | 608 | 442 — 7 4,663 | 8,168 | — 
Devonport ; 829 — — 7 2,7 5 — — 
Dudley—Stourbridge | 561 71 io FA 4370 779 m 
Gateshead : 583 — — 7) ‚3,514 — == 
Greenock.Pt.Glasgow! 2366 19) | — 7) 2.567 1.306 — 
Hartlepool a 059 | — 1 7] | 1,198 — 22 
Kidderminster .. | 67 в | — т | "G87 17 — 
Merthyr: .. 1076 — — 7 15930 | — — 
Oldham—Ashton ..| 423 : — 5 77$ 8н | — 116 
Poole: oe ae 155 — | — | 74 | 1,252 | T — 
Potteries ss e | 1,23) | — 31 | 74 9,648 199 zE 
Bonthport 118 „ е 
South Btaffordshiret 647 — 17 73 4995 1860 — 
SWANSEA oe ў 357 — 9 74 | чч f. 18 — 
Taunton:  .. T * — 7 | 313 . — €" 
Tynemouth * 161 — — 1} 1,294 | — 
Wolverhampton Dist. 18 69 | — 7 | 8.7 | 591 j| = 


* Partly horse. t Partly steam. Not in cpe ration last year. 

Central London Raflway.—The receipts for the week ending March Ist were 
£6,575; corresponding week last year, £6,028; increase, 4517. Total 
receipts to date, £59,856; corresponding period last year, 454,807; in- 


crense, £4,549. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Mar. 2nd were 42,064; corresponding week last year, 41.993; increase, 
£1,072. Total receipts to date ( weeks), £27,400; corresponding period last 
year, £18,181; increase, £9,269. Miles open, bt; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. —The receipts for the week ending March 
Ist were £169 28. 54d.; corresponding week last year, £158 15s. 54d ; іп. 
crease, £10 7s. 04. Total to dace, &1.413 1s. O4d.; corresponding period 
last year, £1,873 188 4d.; increase, £69 78. Rid. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,064; 1901, 4,976. Number of сагв, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending February 
28th were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., £8,807 9s. 7d.; D. S. D. Co. £666 11s. 5а. : 
total, £2,974 ls. Od.; corresponding week last year—D.U.1. Co., £2,010 
16s. 6d.; D. S. D. Co., £642 198. 10d. ; total, £3,683 15s. d.; increase, £290 5s. Rd. ; 
aggregate to date, £33,829 15s. '°а.; last year, £31,942 88. 2d.; increase, 
£1,387 7s. 7d. Mileage worked 46. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.— Week ending March 1st, 1902, £10,497 8s. 7d.: 
compared with 48,206 19s. 4d. same period jast усаг. Aggregate to date 
since June Ist, 1901, £461,221, compared with £.60, 287 same period last year. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending March 
2nd were £1,418; corresponding week last year, £1,431; decreare, £13. 
Total to date £12,208; corresponding period last year, £13,188 ; 
4980. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains. 


decrcase, 


STOCKS AND BHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
Tug Money Market displays pronounced ease, and the quotation 
of Consols is sympathising with cheaper money in the usual way. A 
difficult settlement in Kaffir shares, however, is no sooner got 
over than preparations for another Бате to be faced, and Saturday s 
Stock Exchange holiday is shortening still more the already brief 
account now current. Business is hereby restricted in no small 
degree, aud the investment markets have also to take into con- 
sideratiou what form the next Government borrowing is likely to 


assume. Home Rails as a whole are flat and unprofitable, the 
Industrial market is all bnt asleep, ind the Tclegraph division keeps 
painfully weak upon the Marconi scare. Electricity Supply shares 
are rather irregular. 


The sensation of the week is provided by the renewed 
slump in nearly all Telegraph descriptions. While Marconi 
shares are throwing off their Trish tap and gaily advancing 
to over 3i, Eastern and Anglo-American varieties lead the 
decline in cable securitics. The Marquis of Londonderry's speech 
iu the House of Lords last Monday went to show that great caution 
is the uppermost thought in the official mind with regard to intrc- 
ducing the new system, but his Lordship is obviously impressed with 
the advantages offered by Signor Marconi. Germany and the 
United States, besides our own Government, are making enormous 
experiments, but as Lord Londonderry remarked, “the present 
system of wire telegraphy had worked extremely well," and, of 
course, Marconi's system will have to show still more astonishing 
results before it can hurt the Cable Companies to any substantial 
extent. As bearing with appropriate vividness on this burning sub- 
ject, it is worth noting tbat in his speech to the Commercial Cable 
Company's stockholders the other day, the Vice-President declared 
that he had every confidence in the ability of submarine cables to 
maintain their commercial supremacy in competition with wireless 
telegraphy, although he had no desire to discredit Signor Marconi's 
invention. Commercial Cable stock is one of the few to stand its 
ground during the slump of the past week; but the company's 
4 per cent. Debenture has shed & point. Eastern Ordinary is down 
7i per cent., Eastern Extension shares are 258. lower, and even 
Renter's shares, so immobile as a rule, are J off. The fall has not 
been confined to any particular group: it is both severe and 
impartial. Globe Telegraph and Trust have weakened in both kinds 
of shares, and there is not a single rise to record in the market, 
with the exception of that in Marconi’s. But Telegraph Con- 
structions are a sovereign better. 


Electricity Supply shares, as noted above, are irregular, the 
fluctuating character of the dividends being mainly responsible for 
this. The Metropolitan distribution, making 6} per cent. for the 
year 1901 (the figures for 1599 and 1900 being 5 and 6 per cent. 
respectively), is considered decidedly good, and the price of the 
shares basslightly responded to the better dividend.  Chelseas are 
lower at 5, and it is probably difficult for a good many shareholders 
to realise that the drastic writing-off which has been effected, is 
the best thing to be done in their interests. Wednesday after- 
noon's meeting was an unusually lively function of its class. The 
recent issue of Preference shares has, we understand, been fully 
placed. Notting Hills are 10s. easier, and Westminsters have 
receded to the same extent, so far as price goes. The latter, 
however, are now cr the dividend of 5s. 6d. per share. 
Charing Cross and Strand quickly recovered their dividend of 6s., 
and the price is unaltered, but Bromptons are 1 down, and City of 
Londons have lost 108. Debenture issues are in demand, and there 
are one or two rises to record in this list, which naturally leads to 
the mention of the new British Westinghouse 4 per cent. Deben- 
ture stock, already quoted at 2 to 3 premium. As a matter of fact, 
the whole amount of stock was written for bcfore the public had the 
offer at all, and applicants must, therefore, not be surprised if they 
do not get as much as they want. 

The other interesting new venture of the weck is the Reno 
Electric Stairways and Conveyers, Limited, a little affair which is 
appealing for £80,000. The prudent man will probably consider 
that these Reno shares are best Icft to other people. Yet another 
new company has lately Leen registered, with a capital of £1,000, 
called Rothschild’s Motors, Limited. We wonder why. 


British Electric Traction shares continue falling, and until the 
cause to which we alluded last week is removed, they will probably 
keep flabby. Callender’s and Henley's are once more in line at 
£18, Henley's being ev their last dividend of 10s. a share. The 
Preference exhibit no change in price, despite the deduction of 
3s, 3d. for dividend. The Stock Exchanve Official List calls 
Cromptons 3—3, which means that they are 3 to 34. Electrical 
railway descriptions listlessly stand at practically last week's prices, 
the only business worth mentioning in them being in Waterloo and 
City stock ; the price has risen 1. Telegraph Manufacturing Deben- 
ture is up 1 per cent. to 1033, Willans & Robinson are 10 and 6; 
for the Ordinary and Preference. Very pertinaciously Babcock aud 
Wilcox keep at 3, the Preference being 14. Castner- Kellner shares 
are z, and the 44 per cent. Debenture stock is 894. Notwitbstand- 
ing the new Debenture issue, British Westinghouse Ordinary shares 
have hardened a trifle to £7, while buyers of the Preference must 
not expect to get them much under £6 a share. National Telephone 
Deferred is a shade harder at 63. The London and Brighton Elec- 
tric Railway isgetting its Bill pushed through thz Upper Chamber 
as quickly as posaible. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs - 
Amason Telegraph Oo.’s shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 . 
Amason Telegra b 5 V Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,350 Red. 
20 | Anglo-American ph . - eee 
do 6 Ф Pref. - eo 
2 N do. to “ою. eee г eee 
Chili opona 06. 1 eee eee eoe 
Commercial Oable 


Камы Ex Ord. Stock TIL 
» Btock 


100 

10 

100 
Btock 
oes Stock 

5 

00 
Stock 

10 

10 

5 

5 

50 


Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 y 4 Deb. Btock Red. 
Telegraph eee өөө өөө өөө eee 
Do. 10 96 Pref. 900 eee eee #06 eee 
Do. do 10 J Oum. Pre... ww 
Do. do. 44 Debs. eee 90 ooe 


Oable 
Direct West India Cable, 4 * "Beg. “Deb, тш] 100 
Nos. 1 to 1,200 Red. 


se 2 | 100 
Da 12155 Deb. Stock Red. Stock 
Extension, A and Ohina Telegraph .. 10 
Badam «енеш h, 4 % Mort. Deb. ` 
egrap 
== De (Sigmon а а а 
us 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph ses соё oo | 10 
6, Pref. eee eee eee 10 
160,000 | Great Northern ». | 10 


N Tegnap ot 
Ee and Dentes Coble, Че, 4i 


Debs. [11] eee 100 оов оов ee 
Montevideo керпе ae жаш. M ов. 1 to 73,660 .. 11 24 - s 
5% Pret, ] Nos. 1 to 86,492 115 "T » 
National Telephone, 1 to 590,000 see с is 515 5 5 7 
Do. 6 Oum. 16 Pref. LI IJ eee eee 10 6 6 6 
Do. : Oum. 2nd Pref. . 1016 6 6% 
Do. Non- um. 3rd Pref., 1 to 950, 000 515 5 5% 
Do. Deb. Stock Red. 885 e. Stock) 33 34 3495 
Do. Deb. Btock eg eee eee 100 eee 4 4 % 
Oriental Elec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 115 8 dex 
Pacific and Buropean Tel., 4 % Guar. Debs, 1 28: [300 | sae ses do ce 
Reuter’s... ` өөө eee эзе eee eee * eee 8 | 5 % 5 ecc 
Bubmarine Oables 006 eee [1l * coe Cert. eee eee eee 
58,000 | United River Plate tos 57 V T 
Do. 5 % Cum. pret. Nos. 1—40,000 5 eee eee ee 
Do. 5 96 Debs. soo eee coe [DUOC eee eee oor 
West African ph, 5 96 Debs. . ee ee 006 100 eee eee ee 
West Ooast of America, Nos. 1—30,000 and 53,001—-58,008 24 0 ee ve 
Do. do. 4 96 Debs., ЖЕ йен pes by Bras. Bub. Tel. 100 eee eee 
907,990 | Western Telegraph, Nos. 1—207,930 ... oo | 1017917 9$ з 
5,0007 Do 5 95 Debs. 2nd series, 1906 e. | 100 | ... E hs 
ро. ` до. 4 Deb. Bed. eee eee 100 ee ees [3] 
88,821 | West India and Panama ph ... 568 as oe | 10| V. T 
ро. do. do. 6 ist Pref. eon 10 eee eee oe 
ро. do. do. 6 Саш. nå Pref. oe 10 eee eee ee 
De do do. 5 «Y, Debe.. Nos. 1 to 1.800 100 ss р 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... 1 а P | 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Prov. Certe. | 100 | . ive 
19,661 пошуме а eee Би LO BAN ОО eee 56 6 5 8 * 
000 do. 7 96 Cum. Prei. . 6 eee eee 
Charing Огош and Birand Electricity Bary газ is 59 0 * 10 % 
50,000 Do. do. do. do. % Oum. Pref. 6| ... 
p do. do ба 4% Deb. Stock Red. | 100 | ... 
000 |*Ohelsea Electricity Supply, ds isi ius see 516 5i% 4 % 
150, Deb. Stock Red. . 5 
70,579 | City of London Electric Lighting, 40,001—110,579... ..| 1014 0 5 % 
40, 6 @ Oum. 4 1 to 10 |6 6 
400,0007 Do. 5 P Deb. Btock, Scrip. (ise. at £115) all paid ie. 3o "A 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa., all paid | 100 | ... s 
40,000 | Oounty of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg , Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 4 
90,000 до. до. 6 95 Pref, 40,001—60,000 | 10 | 6 6 
400,0001 Do. 44 % Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa оп paid) Rd. etal) cds i 
85,500 ode BR: "palm rmi a “ 5|6%|7% 
pcs - do. i ae cil Btook. eee | 100 T: 3x 05 
j endingin Knightabri io, s 5 | 11% | 12% | 10% 
90,000 do. do. 49% Deb. Stock Stock а wes 
110,000 London Hlectric Supply ae Limited, Ord. Ps 3| .. m" "E 
49,840 Do. do. 5 ee ee eee 
‚769 0 у, 201 to 10 6 6 64% 
$90,000] Do. Mortgage Debenture Btock T 
Do. 9195 Mort. Deb. Bed. .. 8 
N Hill Electric Lighting - e. | 10 74 
Bt. James's and Pall Electric Light, Ord. .. = 5 rà 18 115 
do. 7 % Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 b 
150,000: Do. do. 83 B De * | 100 | ... e aes 
Smithfield Market Elect. Supply, ase oes у B x 88 es 


1 Mort. Debs., 
b 18 Mort. Dobe, } 100 


| Dividends 
« Dividends marked | are for a year consisting of the latter 


! Quotations on Liverpool Боо 


Quotation Quotations 
Feb. 26th, March 5th. 
99 —103 
34— 43 
70 — 80 
46 — 49 
87 — 89 
71— 8 2d 
34— 4 
165 —170 
95 — 98 
44— 5% 
13 — 14 
3 — 4 
81— 91 
98 —102 
94— 104 
99 — 102 
120 —130 
84 — 87 
108 — 112 
115 — 124 
109 — 114 
99 —102 
100 = 5 100 —103 
8b — 95 
13 — 14 
27 — 29 
93 — 103 
38 — 42 
100 — 104 xd 
1— 
1— 1 
12 — 14 
12 — 14 
4i— 54 
93 — 96 
(01 — 195 
í— 1 
99 —102 
64 — 
119 —125 
43— 63 
44— 5 
102 —105 
99 —101 xd 998 
9— # 
99 —102 
12 — 13 
102 —1C€5 
110 —103 
i— 
5 — b 
33— 4 
110 103 
i— 2 
100 —105 |100 — 105 
93 ~ 92 9— 93 vix 
9— 9 9 — 94 Pus ut 
84 - 94 81— 9ixd| 9j 91 
541 — b 51 — ^ixd| 53 ... 
103 —105 104 —106 j yah 
5— 5 47— 5 51 5 
1:9 —112 [109 —112 s iiv 
91— 103 9 — 10 9H| 94 
12 — 13 12 — 13 124 d 
128 —128 |143 —128 127 | 1245 
101 —104  |101 —104 103 | 10?3 
83— 9% 84— 94 Oy] ... 
12 — 13 19 — 18 54 С 
186 — 169 |107 —31) 1098 | 108 
6 — 6% 6 — 6i 65| .. 
6 — fi 6 — 64 6 
166 — 109 |106 —109 128 ivi 
104 — 114 | 104— 114 102 | 10% 
101 —104 |101 —104 hn i 
14— 12 11— 2 AS dus 
4— 5 4— 5 s T 
95 — 100 95 — 100 M " 
15 — 16 1 4— 16 153 153 
111 —115 [111—115 =" ws 
93 —101 98 — 101 Qs i 
15 — 16 144 — 153 Vas а 
141— 154 | 140 — 154 151| 14] 
8— 9 8 — 9xd| 8i ids 
98 —101 98 —101 
12 — 1:1 1g— 2 
114 — 12łxd|) 115 | 118 
warrants, profite being used as capital. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


898 
E ХАМЕ, 
20,000 | British Aluminium 0 Cum. Pref. ... 822 T" 


$00, 0007 Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. es 
62, 074 British Electric Traction oe T see өз 
90, ‘000 Do. do. : Cum. Pref. Tn $5 
600, ,0601 Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Btock ese 
70, 000 | British Insulated Wire Ord. . is T sae 
70, 000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. w "T ‘a 
50, 000 TBrowett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. » , 
50,000 «T 6% Cum. Pret. T" ; 
105,731 Brush Blecl. Singing. ч Ord., 1 to 105,731 iss yr 
150,000 Do. do. Non cum. а. 6 % Pret i T 
125,000 Do. do. 44 b. Stock $i T 
125, 0001 Do. do. 4 Pee . 2nd Deb. Stock es 
90, 000 | Callender’s Oable Construction Nos. 1—30,000 ... 
40, 000 Do. do. 5 95 Cum. Pref. iis 
90, 0002 Do. do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. ‘tock Red 885 
1, 969, 800 | Oentral London Railway, Stock "T 808 
440, 1 do. 4% Pref. Btock .. vis Si 
440, 1 Do. do. Def. do. T 5 


855, 000 | City and South London Railway 
54,000 | Crompton & Оо., Nos. 1 to 54,000 


2000001 Do. 5 % let Mort. Reg. Debs., 1 to 900 of ` 

» £100, and 901 to 11,000 of £50 red 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lgt., “ А” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 
17,199 Do. do. do. "A"Bhares 01—017,139 .. 
844,023! Do. do. do. 49 Deb. Stock Red 5 
100,0007 Do. do. 5 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Оеп. all pd. 


112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... 
$1,390 Do. do. T Cum. Pref., 1 to 31,990... 

182, 500 Ро. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Biock 
18, 000 | General Elec. Co. азоо) 5 % Cum. Pref. 

150, 000 Do. do. 4% Mort. Deb. 
85,000 Henley's (W. т) N Works, О 
35,000 Do. do. 

50, 000 Do do. 
50,000 India-Rabber, ИНА and таа 

800,0002 Do. do. do. 4% 1st M ort. Deb .. 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... ees 
10,000 Do. do. Pref., £10 paid ds 

7,500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Hogs Nos. 1 to 7,600 ... 
$Rosling, appleby & Fynn 6 Y Cum. Pref. ... 
87,850 | Telegraph Construction and tenance ... A 
‚ 150,000 Do. 4 95 Deb. Ваз. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 
25,000 | Telegraph Манаш Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 “at 
20, 000 Do. do. 5 95 Om. Prf. Nos. 1 to 20,000.. 
640,0007 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock 


ort. Deb. 
h о 


t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


gael rea Teleph Witton, pe and Maintenanoe, -n · 
Natiooa! El 44—18. 


* From 55 Sbare List. From Manchester £bare List. 


Dividends for 


— | Quin | quem | woei andea, 
1899. | 1900. | 1901. Highest-| Lowest. 
„ 4h— 533 | ie 
. en e. | 88 — 92 88 — 92 бе "T 
89, 9%] . |134— 14 | 18 — 14 14 | 138 

9. |o |121— 122 | 121— 122 128 1273 
T p» oo. |126 —129 |126 —129 1284 | ... 
20 Ф 15 Ф eos 94 — 104 94— 104 eee eee 
1 : 61 | 5j— 6} 2s 
Sed 89) ove 1 | 185 to 198. Ki 
as 6 .. 20s. to 21s. | 20s. to 218. m 
si% 5 @ . | 18— 18. | 18— 18 : 
6 6 . | 2— 3 | 2— 9} 5 
ese aes .. {102 —105 101 —104 xd 55 
T "T : 97 —100 97 —109 97 vés 
15 Y 15 . |17 —18 |174— 184 | 188| 178 
a M DE TERT, 51— 6 5b | .. 
et . . 111 —115 111 —115 бн 
. 4 . 4 103 — 106 103 — 106 1048 | 163 
- T 4 103 —106 [103 — 106 m via 
— .. | 4 91100 — 103 |1060 - 103 T 290 
Ц 1% 2 7 65 — 63 | 65 — 68 68 | 66 
71% 8% „%% з |... | as 
"T ү 99 —104 | 99 —104 |1014 | .. 
6 24% — B i- 8 e 
6 * 24% 2— 3 | 2— 8 i 
one 985 78 — 83 78 — 83 e 
T " 83 — 88 83 — 88 e 
6 * 6% 18— 14 18 — 13 A 
es oes 24— 3 24— 38 e 
оге es 97 — 101 97 —101 [T1 
T ss 921—101 93— 10} es 
T 99 —102 99 — 102 iki 8 
15 & 20 Y 20 %| 18 — 19 | 174— 18ixd| 172 
43 Al — 6 51— 6 2d 5713 .. 
ves ТА 112—116 |111 —115 xd 3 
10 %| 10 % 21 — 22 |21 — 22 Е 
eee eee DD 100 —103 100 —103 [TI] 
32%| 34% 13% 4i— 5h | 5— 53 vee 
5 eee eee 11 — 114 11 T, 114 eee 
eee боз 163 — 163 154—164 eee ove 
169 19/-to 20. 
15 %| 174%| 20 N 37 — 40 |38— 41 40 | 38$ 
ace eve 102 —104 102 —105 1021 oon 
5 19 12 `% eee 104— 11j 104— 111 e.o 


1 Unless otberwise stated all ebares are fully paid. 


ees кай нуде Electric silo pi 4 OF 


51— 6 51— 6 
+ | 100 | E ES 3 %| 91 — 92 | 92 — 95 


$ From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, March 5th. 
METALS, &. (continued) 


This week. Last week. | Ino. or Deo. 


OHEMICALS, &o. 


a Acid, H rochlorio ee ee per owt. b ө 6/- ee 
a 19 trio ee ee ee per owt. xj. 932J. ee 
6 a Oxalio ee ee oe per owt. 83J- B3J- ee 
@ „ Sulpbaric.. ee ee per owt. = 6/6 . 
a ee por owt. l- l- oe 
e Ammonia, ariate (crystal) .. per ton 488 10 10 oe 
I è per т ton £80 280 ee 
@ Bleac powder ee ee per ton 21 21 ee 
в of T ee per ton £15 216 . 
e Borax es ° ee ee per ton 218 218 . 
стекан ) ee ee ео per gal. 3/- uh oe 
2 ^.» 60 ee „ per gal. 6/6 b . 
a Copper Sulphate e». per ſon £20 £19 10 £10 inc 
в Leal, Ni T per ton 294 £94 А 
@ „ Whites А ee per ton £81 £81 T 
a n 1 M - per ton 231 10 891 10 А 
: мераю Spiri per gal. 2/6 2/6 T 
tha, Bolvent ey iiu at 160: О). pe А 6/6 6/6 è 
a Pok poer n casks bes А ва. 8d, è 
(75/9096) per ton 2% s 
i T) ee ee per ton 285 £85 oe 
a Bhellac ee per owt. 127/- 127/- Ы 
а Sulphate of "Magnesia ee per ton #4 10 24 10 М 
в ee Sublimed Flowers os рег £6 5 £6 5 we 
@ 60760 ee ee per ton 45 19 65 10 ee 
ee per #5 #5 ee 
& 60 l OE eie 96% .. per ton | 41015 | £10 15 $ 
а [1] ee per ton £8 48 eo 
в Bichromate, casks ee por 24d. 94d. oe 
METALS, &o. 
b Aluminium 8 in ton lots per ton £148 2148 ee 
b н in ton lots per ton 4994 924 ee 
b N Sheet, in ton lots per ton 4191 191 T 
p Babbitt's metal ingota.. e, per ton | S15 $o £195) £76 to aus 
6 ed metal F to 12") basis per Ib. 64d. 63d. us 
e (brased) .. eo per lb, ou eid. : 
0 n $ solid drawn) ee Per lb, "Id. 7d. 
в a W ee ee per lb, за. 3а. 
в Covver (brased) ec рег ib. bid. 5 
6 „ e (30014 drawn) .. per Ib. да. а. 
e Copper Bars ee per ton £71 £71 
Байы ыны Oo, 1 
Quotation © um Oo., Ltd | Quotations 
supplied Бу | 4 1 F. W. 5 ' supplied by |; Messrs, 
e Messers. Fred Smith &;00.' 


Ord., 14—16 
), 108—107. 
Bank rate of discount 3 per cent. (February 6th, 1902). 


= o —á— 


This week Last week. Ino. or Dec. 


——— | —— | M a m * 02———5ßsi‚Eſꝛ ——ů | е | á 


g Copper Sheet oe ee ee per ton £71 
9 oe e per ton £71 
6 n 'Electrolytio) Bare . рег ton £63 
в " " Sheets per ton £75 
6 " T per ton £68 
6 n " Н.О. Wire per Ib 82 d. 
f Ebonite Rod .. ee ee 0 per ib 8/- 
f 50 Shee L] ee ° рег lb 5j- 
n German Bilver Wire ce „„ per lb 1/5 
h Gutta-percha fine. T ee per lb 8J- 
h India-rubber, Рага fine .. .. per lb. 8/15 to 8/3 
i iem Charooal Sheets per ton £18 
é Pig (Cleveland warrants) -. per ton 46,9 
í z according to per ton| From 41 
$6 , Sorap, heavy per ton] 47/6 to 50 
€ £. Wire, galvanised No. 8 ee per ton £9 15 
g Lead, English Ingot ee ee per ton] £11 17 6 
9 Sheet es per n 218 10 
т Manganin Wire No. 98 .. .. per lb 8/- 
g Mercury . perbot. #8 15 
d Mica rn original oases), small . . per Ib. 84, to 94. 
d „ T „„ medium per Ib. 1/9 to 2/9 
S Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per ib; {ам 1/2 
р or nse, p per lb. 
p rolled раге ё тоба Per Ib. 17 1901/8 
" " ‚зарае per 1 m 1/2 
: Platinum per os. 241 
{ Silicium Bronse W per 10d, to 1/ 
"олмок boc dng to Boscia n per ton ur rs 
£116 10 to 
a block ee ee ee ee per ton { £117 10 
f n to oe ° ee ee рег lb. 1/6 
N n wire, Nos. 1 to 16 ee ee рег lb, 1/64 
p White Anti- friction Metals — 
" White Ant” brand. per ton| 48610 
j Yarns, иш Grey Cotton, í on apis per lb, Id. 
1 " oa. Flax . ee per Ib. 0 
ў u ош 10 Ibs. Russian  .. per lb, ' 
j н 10 ibs. R е .. per lb. 
] 180 ibs. Jute rove. oe es рег ton 41094 
k Zino, Врз, (Vielle Montagne per ton £22 10 


f India-Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. Works 


Lid. | quotas 
supplied zit 


Messrs, James & Shakepeare, [Co., 
Messrs, Edward Till Ls = 


і Movexs, Walter B. Hindley ё Оо. 


Be: 
an 


210 2 6 
£23 10 


Messrs, Morris Ashby, Limited. 
m Messrs. af Т. Glover & Co., Lid. . 


в Messrs, P. Ormiston & Sons. 
Messrs. Johnson, Matthey & Оо, ШИ Laa 
The Phosphor Bronse Company, Led 


2 
8888 


ps 
e 


pas 
— 
LI 
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METAL MARKET.—Fluctuations in February. ELECTRIC POWER IN A SHALE OIL WORKS. 


~ - 


AN electric power installation of exceptional interest is about to be 
put down at the works of the Oakbank Oil Company in Mid-Calder, 


VVV Scotland. In the production of oil from shale a wide variety of 


Ee work is éncountered. At the Oakbank Works the complete process 
2 from the mining of the shale to the refining of oils is under- 

3 taken, and the management have decided to use electrical motive 
2 power for al the machinery and devices, both in the shale mines 

А and іп the oil works. The mines are distant from the works about 

20 EBENNEERENESERMNEERERENSÓE two miles, but electric power for both iato be generated at the oil 
10 \ works, aad the portion required at the mines is to be transmitted at 

- 18 LL LL LT LL. EL high pressure along overhead conductors between the generating 
17 station and a sub-station at the mines. There is a particular ad van- 
16 tage to be secured by centralising the generating plant at the oil 


works, apart from other advantages of power plant centralisation 
which are common to all electric power installations—the utilisation 
of the exhaust steam from the main generating sets forms an im- 
portant element in the economical manufactare of shale oils. 
Briefly the whole process of manufacture is as follows :—The shale 
mine itself is comparatively shallow, and the mining operations are 
identical with those of coal mining at similar depths. The shale, 
as drawn from the mine, is carried to the works, where it is put 
through a breaker, and, in its fine state, afterwards conveyed to the 
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17 . | retort house. Here it is fed into the rctorts and roasted in au 
18 LI TT ИЕ atmosphere of mixed steam and air. А continuous stream of 
15 ——— — steam and air is drawn by an exhauster through the heated mass, 
14 E and the resultant gases pass direct into a series of air-cooled con- 
13 eb ds ie eae densers. The. distillate contains a mixture of mineral oils of 
12 ENNENENEBS varying densities up to paraffin wax; these are separated out by 
“ТТТ ГҮ. fractional distillation and refining processes. 

11 Eo Xu The exhaust steam of the power generators is in the form best 

suited for passing through the retorts, and its use for this purpose 


10 
ів а source of great economy. The main generating plant to be 
| IRON. put down at the oil works consists of two steam-driven alternators, 
each yielding 200 kw. аб а pressure of 3,300 volts. The steam 
engines are of the Westinghouse compound type, with cylinders 
18 in. and 30 in. in diameter respectively, and with a stroke of 
16 in. These engines are of the well-known single-acting single- 
valve type, operating with 150 lbs. per sq. in. steam pressure ; 
their rated full load is about 410 н.р. at a spe:d of 250 r.p.m. The 
alternators will be each direct-coupled to its driving engine; they 
will be of the Westinghouse three-phase type. 'Two small ex- 
citing machines will be installed. Other plant at the generating 
station will be four transformers, each of 75 Kw. capacity, by which 
a portion of the main current will be reduced from the pressure of 
3,300 volts to 440 volts for direct distribution to the various motors 
required in the oil works. | 
There will aleo be four other transformers, each of 374 kw. 
capacity; they will reduce a part of the 3,300-volt supply to 330 
volte, at which pressure three-phase current will be led into a 100-Kw. 
rotary converter yielding direct current at 500 volts. The direct 
current supply is for the purpose of operating an electric railway 
which is to be put down between the shale mine and the works. 
This railway line will be of 2ft. 6in. gauge and about two miles long 
with a maximum grade not exceeding 1:5 per cent. It will be 
equipped on the overhead trolley system ; the wooden polea which 
carry the trolley line will also serve to support the high pressure 
three-phase conductors by which energy will be conveyed from the 
generating station at the works to a sub-station at the mine. Two 
Baldwin-Westinghouse electric locomotives have been ordered for 
the railway, each of which will be capable of hauling a load of 
85 tons at an average speed of 10 miles an hour. The railway is to 
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8125 : : 
l24L] |i] 1L] ett tte Td у] be used for conveying the shale as drawn from the mine direct to 
123 tt tdi ty ee ett ү the oil works. | МАЕ | 
122 AHHH — — H H Wage pie рн оош ш 
121 SS eRe Ree See нишан и pressure switchboard there will be a panel for the circuits of each 
1205 —— i ; 

BEBBBEBEN ERN main generator, a transformer panel and a high pressure feeder 
119 aes eae кейи el. The low pressure switchboard will consist of one panel for 
118 — —— 2 the alternate current supply to the rotary converter, one for the 
117 Sr eee direct current delivered by the rotary converter, and a low pressure 
116 DENN alternate current feeder pauel for the circuits of the motors to be 
TTT installed in the works. 

ry Tt tt ty ETA ET EE EE LUN The overhead high pressure transmission line between the works 
118 2.1111 and the mine sub-station will be of bare copper wires capable of 
113 A a transmitting 300 kw. 16 will terminate at a feeder panel of the 

. \ ; . | 
112 2333 high pressure sub- station switchboard; from this the current will be 
111 4 led through a second high pressure board to the primaries of four 

. 100-Kw. transformers, which will reduce the pressure of 3,300 volts 
110 , p , 

ATA to 440 volts. The low pressure current will be led to two low- 
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pressure feeder panels from which it will be distributed to the 
various motors required in the mine. 

Seven motors are now on order to be installed in the mine. One 
of 150 н.р. capacity will be coupled to an endless rope haulage gear 
drawing the shale from the working face at the rate of 100 tons per 


"s hour over a distance of 300 yards, and a gradient of one ір 4'5. 
58 Five other motors are to be used for pumping purposes; three of 
: these, 5 н.р. each, will be direct-connected to centrifugal pumps, 
57 delivering 4,000 gallons per hour against a head of 40 ft.; one 
56 motor of 30 н.р. will be geared to a three-throw pump delivering 
55 6,000 gallons per hour, and another motor of 10 н.р. capacity will 
54 be direct connected to a centrifugal pump capab!e of delivering 
53 LN 8,000 gallons per hour against a head of 60 ft. These motors will 
52 ишш all be of the well-known Westinghouse type “С” form, 


i B RB БЕ ӨПЕЙ ШЇ ТЇ lS ШЕ 
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which, it is claimed, is superior to any other type of electric motor 
for mining work, and for installation in any position where dirt and 
moisture abound, where risks of explosion and fire are high, and 
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where motors are expected to work continuously with the least 
possible sttenton. | 

The motors to be installed in the oil works are all, with one 
exception, to be also of the type ' C" form. Six of these are on 
order at the present time for the oil-works plant. Three of the 
motors will be of 30 н.р. capacity each ; one is to be geared direct 
to a shale breaker, in which the shale, as brought from the mine, is 
broken up before passing into the retorts; another will drive a 
haulage gear for conveying away the spent shale; and the third 
will be coupled by belt to an exhauster used for drawing the gases 
through the retort and condenser system. The other three type 
“ C" motors will be of the 10-H.P. size: one is to be geared toa 
haulage for raw shale, another will operate a raw shale shoot, and 
the third will drive the machine tools in the mechanics’ shop of the 
works. | 

Оле other motor of a different type is also on order. It is to be 
used for driving a hoist at the works, and is to be of the Westing- 
house type “Е form, which is an adaptation of the type “С” motor 
for variable speeds. | 

Tbe order for the whole of this electric power equipment has 
been placed with the British Westinghoure Electric and Manu- 
facturing Company, Limited. When completed, it will form one 
of the most interesting of electric power schemes, since it will 
exhibit very forcibly the extreme adaptability of an electric system; 
alternate current—high and low pressure—direct current, overhead 
high pressure long-distance transmission, electric railways, 
stationary motors for a variety of purposes—all will be represented. 
There can be no doubt, considering the lay-out of the Oakbank mine 
and works and the nature of their products, that the adoption of 
such a wide system of power generation and application will result 
in the Oakbank Oil Company reaping inoreased profits as a reward 
` for their enterprise. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS TELEPHONES. 


(Continued from page 333.) 


Is it within the bounds of possibility that the whole of this plant 
will have to be replaced ?—Not the whole; it may happen in parts. 

In a case like this, where there is the keenest possible com- 
petition, would it not be necessary for the Corporation to keep 
abreast of the competitors ?—We have done that already. 

The Inspector: I can form my own opinions on the point you are 
arguing —the point of depreciation. 

Mr. Drury: Yes; (to Mr. Bennett) I suppose you have duly 
considered the matter before sending in the estimate? Very 
carefully. 

And your careful consideration was that no renewal fund should 
be required ?—I have said the question bas been very much debated 
since, and I am no longer of the same opinion as I was when that 
estimate was made up. 

Your estimate there showed a profit of £14 ?—I was instructed 
that it was not designed to make a profit; to cover expenses was all 
the Corporation wanted. 

Had you been instructed it was for the purpose of making a profit, 
what then ?—I should have kept the renewal fund, and increased the 
rates for telephones. 

I did not think it was so simple as that. In your estimate, as 
it is stated Гете, you calculated interest on capital at 3 per cent.; 
. you told us it was possible for the Corporation to bortow capital at 
3 per cent ?— I don't remember. 

Ishould like you to try and remember.— I cannot. 

I suggest that, you knew that the town was about that time trying 
to borrow at 32 per cent. ?— When this estimate was sent in, it was 
not objected to, and my recollection i. 

Whether 16 was objected to or not, if they had to borrow at 
35 per cent., bang would go all your profits. How would you over- 
come that ?— Ву raising the rates. If it had been necessary to get а 
larger revenue, I should have recommended higher rates. 

Then when you discover any increase in working expenses, you 
have recommended higher rates? Certainly. 

Did you, between December, 1899, and Aug ust, 1900, change your 
opinion ?—I don’t recollect doing anytbing of the kind. 

You represent £5 5s. as desirable and necessary ?— Desirable, not 
necessary. | 

Did you tell them at Portsmouth it was necessary to get £5 78. ?2— 
ЦА it ів not necessary, as exchanges can be worked аё а less cost than 

В. 

You told them at Portsmouth it was neceseary to get £5 7s. per 
annum ?—I should have taid desirable. £5 5s. is not necessary, 
only desirable. 

At Portsmouth you estimated £19 10s. probably ?— Yes. 

Did Sir William Preece express any opinion about that ?—Not to 
my knowledge. | 

CHEAP AND Nasty. 


You don't know that he said that the only thing you could get 
for £19 10s. was something cheap and nasty ?— He bas eaid that for 
many years. 

Does he know anything about it ?—I leave that to you. 

I am not a ‘elephone expert ?—I should say that in saying that 
he does not know what he is about. 

You might bave said that before. 

Would you tell us, please, what you allow for contingencies ?—I 
have them under the heading of sundries. 


You have contingencies under sundries! Do you seriously say 
that ?— Yes, contingencies are made up of sundries. j 

You are really serious about this ?—If I am wrong I am ready to 
be instructed. | | 

You know perfectly well it is not & question of being instructed. 
Did you ever in your life know any engineer's estimate which 
estimated contingencies under sundries ?—Sundries expresses in 
this case anything which may crop up not covered by the items 
specifically set forth. 

Have you ever in the whole of your experience known any 
engineer's estimate which put down contingencies under the head 
of sundrieg?—I dor't recollect that, but I do know that some 
engineers forget to put down contingencies at all. 

Did you put down at Glasgow 10 per cent. on the capital for con- 
tingencies ?—I allowed a sum for contingencies. ` 

Did you allow 10 per cent. ?— Yes. 

£2,333 9s. 7d.?— Glasgow was a vast undertaking, and it was 
necessary to allow more margin, 

I daresay it was, but that is not the Point. The point is that you 
allowed contingencies 10 per cent., and here you put down £50 for 
sundries ?— You have to be guided by local circumstances. 

To a telephone expert’s mind, in which form would contingencies 
present itself?— Difficulties which were not foreseen, and which 
would require additional expenditure to overcome. 

Mr. Drury suggested that a blizzard was a form of contingency 
which might be considered, to which the witness replied that it was 
& very remote one, and when it did occur would be dealt with under 
the head of repairs. | 

Mr. Drury: You say a heavy blizzard is dealt with under this 
excessive 2 per cent ?—Yes. 

I asked you what your contingencies were and you eaid under 
sundries?—I did not know blizzards were numbered under 
sundries. 

The Inspector: I think we are getting away from the point. We 
are getting too much on the personal line. 

Mr. Bennett: A blizzard does not bappen every year. 

Mr. Drury: I don't care if they only happen once а century. It 
is а thing which might happen any time ?—It is such a remote con- 
tingency that the 2 per cent. provides for it when blizzards occur. 

Is the 2 per cent. provided for the wear and tear of the under- 
taking and inspection ?— Yes, with repairs. 

Does that provide for the ordinary wear and tear of the under- 
taking ?— Yes. Blizzards are one of the most unlikely things to 
happen. 

You don't put that down under 2 per cent. ?—Blizzards occur so 
unfrequently that they can be dealt with under the head of ordinary 
repairs. 

Avil you answer my question, Mr. Bennett ?—I am answering to 


‘the best of my ability. 


Is a blizzard a contingency ?—4A remote one. 

It is nevertheless a contingency ?—It is a possibility. 

A wind storm ?—That has little effect on a well-constructed 
system. 

Т Ав to the £50 sundries, why do you now say the contingencies 
will be dealt with under the head of repairs?—You are putting 
words into my mouth which I did not use. 

What did you say then ?—I said sundries were provided to meet 
any little item which are nol covered under the other items. 

As a blizzard? Consequences of storm are usually and properly 
dealt with under the head of repairs. If a blizzard should occur, it 
can be so dealt with. There is a margin of profits for that. 

Just now you agreed that there was not profit ?—To please you I 
agreed at your urgent invitation. 

Will you tell me what was the original amount of cable work that 
you estimated for? Four and a half miles. 

Would it be true to say that the cost of cable work is 11 times as 
much as overhead work 2—16 would depend upon the number cf 
wires. 

You estimated upon the assumption that you could do most of the 
work by means of overhead wires ?— Yes. 

It turned out you had to employ a much more costly process? 
It is impossible to Jay outa telephone system аз а perfect thing. 
In that it differs from all other engineering work. 

The Inspector: I think you expect too much. 

Mr. Drury: Is this an up-to-date system with all the latest 
developments ?— Yes. 

What sort of switchboard do you work—a multiple switchboard ? 
— Yes; it can be turned into a multiple switchboard. | 

What will be the cost ?—It depends on the number cf 
subscribers. 

When you get what number of subscribers, would it be necessary 
to turn it intoa multiple board ?—Abont 600. 

How many are there now ?—380. 

What would it cost ?—I should have to work that out. 

I don't ask you.to a fraction ?—Well, it might be from three to 
four hundred pounds. That would be the approximate cost. 

That would be & contingency that would have to be paid foc 
somehow ?— When we reach that stage we shall ask for another 
application to the Local Government Board. 

The Inspector: Then I hope you will apply some time before. 

Mr. Drury: Doyou know of anywhere else where the telephone 
cable is in the earth ?—Glasgow and Guernsey. 

Did you provide for putting tbis in the earth in your estimate 
at Glasgow ?—Only some of the cable is in the earth ; the maiu 
part is in tubes. 

The whole of the system bere is laid in the earth ?—Yes. 

Can you tell me апу other place where, as in Tunbridge Wells, 
the cable is laid in the earth? — Guernsey. 

How much cable is there in Guernsey compared with overhead 
work ? About a third. 
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Are manholes necessary ?—They are desirable, but not necessaty, 
and their only advantage is in a pipe system. 

If something goes wrong with the cable, you then have to dig up 
some parts of the road ?—Yes. 

The Inspector: Have you any experience as to the service of the 
plant?— Cables have been laid since 1889 of that description. 
They are very largely used in electric lighting purposes. 

Mr. Drury: I want to know if there is any experience of the 
en cable being laid like this ?—It is the same as the electric 

ight is. 

This is work which the Post Office approve ?— Yes. 

Mr. Cripps: The Post Office have objected to the use of thiscable 
at the corners of streets ?—Where they require the cable to be sup- 
pr by timber, with the view of preventing the cable sagging, 

case of any digging occurring, and digging often bappens at the 
turnings. We are complying with that specification. 

Mr. Drury: Why did you suggest pipes for Eastbourne? — Because 
the present system in Eastbourne is a very small one, and, in event 
of lower rates being adopted, I should think there would be a large 
increase, and if you put down spare pipes it is easier to draw in 
additional cables without pulling up the roads. 

Then you anticipated a great extension there, and not here? 
I anticipated an extension here, but not at the large ratio at which 
it bas occurred. 

You have seen these accounts which have been put in?—Yes. 

Is the most ridiculous the sum for depreciation ? — Ves. 

Col. Holland’s figures; you have seen them, too ?—Yes, but I did 
not look into them ; they were so ridiculous. 


Do you know of many experts who have suggested 73 to 10 per | 


cent. for depreciation ?—No; І am not aware of many. I am eure 
the N.T.C. do not allow anything like that. 

Do you know anything about telephones in France ? —Yes, I do. 

Mr. Cripps: This exchange has been sanctioned by the Local 
Government Board. 

Mr. Drury: The whole point of this examination is, that this 
thing has not been properly estimated for, and I am going to show 
that the thing is unsound, and it is not fair to spend £15,020 of the 
ratepayers’ money. I can quite understand the eagerness of my 
friends to hush this. The opposition bave been twitted with not 
opposing this scheme, but they did not think the scheme was such 
& speculative one, and when they saw there was an application fur 
another ioan of £15,000, I can quite understand that they regard 
it as a matter of some importance. 

The Inspector: I know all about that, and I think the best thing 
is to keep yourself to the future. I think you are going into this 
matter at unnecessary length. 

Mr. Drury: I am only dealing with the exact facta. What I 
shall show you is that the whole thing is financially unsound. The 
income in the accounts purports to be derived from the expendi- 
ture of £25,000, to complete the 1,191 lines? — Yes. 

Mr. Cripps ich 148 main lines ; the other 46 includes internal 
extensions. 

Of these completed lines, how many are junctions ?—No 
junctions. 

How many out of the 1,148 are extensions ?— About 72. 

Do you know how many subscribers there are at £5 178. 6d ?— 
The borough accountant has the statement. 

The witness was further examined as to the operating expens:s 
ав reported to the Eastbourne Corporation (118. 42d. per line), whilst 
according to a statement that was put in they were, on December 
4th, 14s. 724. per line. Questions were also asked tending to suggest 
that subscribers in other towns would not be able to ascertain the 
numbers of municipal subscribers at Tunbridge Wells. 

My. Drury then asked what are the proportion of spare lines? 

Witness: I have already said that a large number of the spare 
lines have been utilised. 

What is the proportion of spare lies you have allowed for?— 
There are à number of spare lines in existence. 

The Inspector: Answer the question if you can. 

Witness: I am not able to answer it any better. 

: You estimate 300 spare lines. Shall you bave them 
when the 1,148 lines are completed ?—-No, I do not. 

How many will уоп have left ?—Very few indeed. 

How many? This is your estimate.—The borough accountant 
will tell you. 

It is nothing to do with him. This is the question for an 
engineer. What is a proper proportion of spare lines ?—It depends 
entirely on the town. 
` What do you say in this town ?—I have allowed 212 spares. 

You are using those spares now. How many shall you have left 
when your estimated number of lines is completed ?— They аге 
already provided. | 

Ithink you are answering at croes purposes. How many will 
you have when the 1,148 lines are completed? There will not be 
many. 

How many ?— About 30 or 40. А 

And you estimated to have 212 What ів the least percectage of 
spare lines you have heard estimated ?— There із no тше. It 
depends on tne town. 

The Inspector: 
compare with that? 

Witness: There arp less. 

Mr. Drury: Can you give any town with less than Tunbridge 
Wells ?—1 think Tuabridge Wells will be as low as any. 

You say 30 or 40, instead of 212 ?—I say they exist. 

The Inspecto: : How many will there be when tke lines are com- 
pleted ?— Very few indeed. 

Mr. Drury : What is the least percentage you have ever known ? 

Witness: I do not follow you. 

Mr. Drury : Iam taking {your own estimates. 


Take Glasgow. How does Tuubridge Wells 


Can you give me 


&n instance where there has been so small a number of spare lines. 

Witness: We are now talking of the extension. 

Mr. Drury: You know very well that is not the point. I asked 
you, when you had completed your 1,148 lines, what spares would 
you have? 

Mr. Bennett: If we have so many subscribers we shall have to 
have more money. The spare lines are being used. 

Mr. Drury: That is what I have been trying to get at. I bave 
got your answer at last, and you admit that there will be practically 
no spare lines at all ?—No, I do not. 

What percentage of spares do you have at Glasgow, if you have 
none at Tunbridge Wells ?—I don't recollect. 

Do you recollect that an expert witness said at Glasgow that your 
estimate was ridiculously inadequate and impracticable ?—Another 
witness said exactly the opposite. 

I am asking you what Mr. Webb, a well-kaown engineer, said ?— 
Oh, he is an American engineer from New York, who came to give 
the Glasgow people the benefit of his New York experience. 
Tammany and all sorts of things. 

What do you suggest Tammany has got to do with engineering 
estimates ? (No answer). 

You recollect his opinion of your e-timates ? (No answer). 

By Mr. Elvy Robb: Will you show the Inspector how you pro- 
vide an outside staff for maintenance ?—That is provided in the 2 
per cent. 

You suggest that 2 per cent. covers all outdoor staff ?—And more. 

Besides depreciation and contingencies, and everything else you 
put in the 2 per cent. ?—I Jeave out depreciation. 

But you previously included depreciation in this 2 per cent ?— 
(No answer). 

Did you not tell my learned friend so ? 

Mr. Cripps: It is very awkward for a solicitor as well as counsel 
to be asking questions. 

Mr. Robb: I have no doubt it is very awkward. 
awkward to have any opposition at all. 

Mr. Cripps: I do not object. We have been four hours already. 

Mr. Drury: Of which you occupied three. 

Mr. Robb: It is necessary to inspect the subsorib:re' instruments 
and lines from time to time ?—Yea. 

You would charge the expense of that to maintenance and not to 
capital construction ?—Ye:. 
What number would you require for that work? —A man and one 

or two boys, 

To keep all these instruments in order ?—Yes. 

How often do you suggest an instrument would be examined ?— 
Once in three months, 

ы you not оп a previous occasion said a weekly inspection ? 
—No 

Are you sure you have never recommended an inspection more 
frequent than you now do?—I think 1 may have eaid it was 
desirable. 

Is it not more desirable where you haye keen competition ?— We 
wish to have everything in the best possible state. | 
Is it not desirable to have a monthly inspection ?— No. Quite 

unnecessary. 

You have not recommended a weekly one ? —No, not as necessary. 

What number of calls do you average on the municipal system 
per instrument per day ?— The accountant can tell you. 

Mr. Cripps eaid it was a fraction over two. 

Is it up to the average ?—It is exceeded in other te was 
certainly. 

It is exceeded in your own experience ?— Yes. 

It is exceeded in Guernsey ?—No, it i$ about the same there. 

Have you maintained that £8 would be a paying rate for London ? 
—I have not. 

Did you not give evidence at Glasgow to that effect ?—I 
said £9. 

But you have also said £8 ?—That was ia 1891. 

I am willing to give you the benefit of the extra £1, but how 
does your estimate compare with the experts’ of the General Post 
Office, who say £17 108. ?—There are several rates in London. 

But you know we are talking about the unlimited service. Do 
you still adhere to your £8 or £9 estimate ?—It is an average. 

The Inspector: Where does this come ia this inquiry ? 

Mr. Cripps: We have been told that London cannot be compared 
with other towas. 

Mr. Robb: But Mr. Bennett was estimating for London. 

The Inspector: I am sorry to interrupt agaio, but it is a question 
of catching my train. Can we finish in another Bve minutes? 

Mr. Robb: I do not see how we can. Will you fix a day for an 
adjournment? I should also like to kaow if an expert witness will 
be admissible to deal with Mr. Bennett’s figures. It is suggested 
that an official of the National Company cannot be called, bit I do 
not see why not. There is a difficulty in obtaining expert 
testimony. 

Mr. Cripps: As to going to the National Company, this is the 


It is very 


| opposition of the National Company. 


Mr. Robb: You know you have no right to say that. It is 
absolutely incorrect. You have a bad case and abuse the other 
side. 

Mr. Cripps said, as regards an adjournment, they wanted to push 
the matter along. They wanted to get the loan as soon as possible 
to meet expenditure which had been incurred. 

The Inspector: You will be no worse off than you are now. 
If you have already exceeded your borrowing powers some time 
ago, a few weeks will not make much difference. You must not 
take it from this that I approve of unauthorised expenditure. I 
simply say that you are already so deeply involve that another 
fortnight will not make much difference. 

Mr. Cripps: We want to hurry the matter along. 


, 
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After some discussion as to a suitable day, the inquiry was 
adjourned to March Cth. 


The followiog are the borough accountant's statements referred 
to in the evidence:— 


BOROUGH OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—TELEPHONES, 
INcoME AND EXPENDITUBE JN RESPECT OF CaPITAL OUTLAY OF £19,820. 


Income. £ s. d. £ а. d. 


Annual income now produced by 533 actual 
revenue earning lines at EI 11в. bd. average 


per line 2,487 0 0 
Estimated receipts from 816 additional lines а at 
£4 11s. 5d. МЕ . 1,410 0 0 
| —— 8,877 0 0 
EXPENDITURE. 
Management and office salaries 
and wages “5 A mg о : 
rators . oe ee ee 
kai — — 767 0 0 
Rent, rates. &c., of central ee 
and offices, &с. „ 219b 0 0 
Rent ol branch switch rooms . 50 0 0 
— — 175 0 0 
Printing and 5 i is vs s 50 0 0 
Wayleaves се xe a 50 0 0 
Terminal fees. 25 0 0 
Contingencies .. as 107 0 0 
Establishment charges 77 00 
Maintenance and inspection 3886 0 0 
Royalty .. ‘ PY .. 387 0 0 
Interest and redemption of loan si .. 1,198 0 0 
8,222 0 0 


Excess of income over expenditure T .. 4655 0 0 


J. W. Forster, Borough Accountant, 
Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells, 
P February 10th, 1902. 


BOROUGH OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—TELEPHONFES. 
IXCOME AND EXPENDITURE IN’ RESPECT ОР CAPITAL OvTLAY oF £25,000. 


INCOME. £ s.d. £ s.d. 
Annual income now produced by 538 actual 
revenue-carning lines, at #4 lls. 5d. average 
per Dne А 2,487 0 0 
Estimated receipts from 615 additional lines 
(of wham 266 are левел Prone subscri- 


bers) at £4 11s. 6d. , ee à vs ee 2,811 0 0 | 
— — 6, 248 0 0 
EXPENDITURE. 2 s. d. 
Management and office ане 12 
wages з iie сот 0 0 
Operators. ey а .. 390 0 0 | 
——— 8897 00 
Rent, rates, &c., of central exchange 
and offices, &c. .. 2000 0 
Rent of branch switch- rooms .. 100 0 
— — 800 00 
Printing and Ee 50 0 0 
Wayleaves " oe eo 75 0 0 
Terminal fees ee eo ee oe oe oe 25 0 0 
Contingencies. ; s die "M .. 185 0 0 = about à % 
Establishment charges $5 vs - - 105 0 0 
Maintenance and inspection oe os - 500 00-85 
Royalty .. ag „ 525 0 0 
Interest and redemption of loan . ЕЕ ee 1,5650 0 0 
4,162 0 0 
Excess of income over expenditure ·.. . . £1,086 0 0 


J. W. Forster, Borough Accountant. 
Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells, 
February 1005, 1902. 


THE ELECTRICAL CONDUCTIVITY 
AND MAGNETIC PROPERTIES OF ALLOYS 
OF IRON.’ | 


(Continued from page 329.) 


In the determination of the magnetic properties of these alloys, 
complete B and H curves, up to a field of 45 C.G.8. units, were made 
for nearly every specimen. The specimens being in the form of 
rods about a metre long and half a centimetre diameter, the yoke or 
ring method could not be adopted, except in a few special cases. 
The magneto metric method had therefore to be employed. 
Although this method is extremely useful for comparative teste, it 
cannot be depended upon for exact absolute determinations, more 
especially in rods of higa permeability and where the length (as in 
these specimens) does not much exceed 200 diameters. After 
various trials а convenient form of magnetometer was found in the 
magnetic system of one of Lord Kelvin’s graded galvanometera, the 
ecale of which was made to read in degrees. By sliding the mag- 
netometer along a grooved board to a definite distance, or by the 
use of specially made overhead magnets of known strength, the 
deflections of the instrument could be adapted to suit the enormous 
range in permenbility of the alloys to be tested. 

The length of the roda was, as above stated, about 200 diameters, 
hence a correction for the demugne tislug reaction of the ends was 
necessary. Tuis reaction is most felt in the downward part of tbe 
cyclic curve, especie in the more permene specimens. 


* Abstract of paper by Prof. W. F. Barrett, and Messrs. R. A. 
Hadtield and W. Brown, read before the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. 


In the next table (Table I.) the results thus obtained with some 
of the alloys are given. The second column is the maker's mark for 
the alloy; then follows the percentage of the principal element 
added to the iron; the maximum induction in a field of 45 C.G.S- 
units is next given, then the permeability, и = B/Hina field of 8; 
then the residual induction, or remanence, in terms of B, them fol- 
lows the coercive force, in terms of Н; and in the last column, the 
hysteresis loss, or energy dissipated in ergs in passing the test- 
rod through a complete cycle—this value was found by measuring 
the area of each curve. All the specimens have been annealed. 


TABLE I. 
| i 28 i i ‘ 
| M а | 3 | . ЯВ 3 
3 ae Ee 25 ва gs 23 
B 548 21 3 59 58 Bes 
a 9" = a : сеа >a a = m aa 
ov | $ | а f fs GE 82-228 
1 gee 83 Бу $3 ES Be 
ЖЯ | 8 5 » (^ ЯВ 8 2 a 
F 
T 1 t P I ERE CI LU 1 
! B . 0030C. 16,001,625 9,770 1:66 10.760 
LSS 05 „ 15,720 1,500 9,090 1:6611,300 
Carbon steels] 611 28 „ 15,610 1,035-10,370 2-56 22, 200 
613 100 „ 14,000 654 9,000 6'43 32,750 
614 1-25 „ 14,000 375 9,040 64333,330 
48 | 0:50 Mn..16,000 1,165 10,000, 3:20 19,650 
14147 100 „ 15,540 1,100 11,320 34 22,150 
Manganese ; 53 2025 ,, 14, 720 1,080 10,460 60 30,580 
steels 39 | 400 „ 9,370 125 5,950162 39,500 


| ^ 475 „ 8,320 73 5,420196 39,400 
, 945A 700 „ · 9,820 23 2,930200 19,650 
1,287 D 1'92 Ni. 16,000 1,380 9,140 2:67 15, 300 
1,287 EE 382 „ (16,1901 375 9,320 2°76.15,860 
1,267 B 475 „ 110,500 125 6,910 14-28 39,800 
1,287 1 11°39 „„ 8,190 118 4,630 17˙33 32,050 
1 447 В 1210 , 4,170 — — 2240 21,850 
1,447 A 12°70 » | 4,480 mue PA ce 22° 10 24, 289 
1,287 K 1964 „ 7,770 90 4,770 20°00 36, 850 
0,287 L. 2450 „ · 4230 32 2 790 22 50:22 200 
iL, 449 | 9140 „ 4, 460 357 1,720 0 50 803 


[m F 10 W. 16,000 1,440 10.000 3:2314,150 


Nickel steels 


Tungsten 1294H 35 „G 15,720 1,280 12,720 5˙73 25,050 
steels 1,2941 75 „ 15,230 500 13,280 9 02 47,500 
1,294 L 155 „ 11,090 125 9,320 13˙92 44,000 
Aluminium f b197 D 0°75 Kl. 16,000 1,500 10,500 1 80 11,000 
нуе 1,167 H 295 „ 16,900 1.700 10,500 1-00 8,000 
га 5:50 „ 13, d 4,150 100 6,500 
898 E 25 16 420 1,680 4,080 0 90 7900 
Silicon steels 4! зовн 55 15, 980 1,690 3,430 0:85 6,500 
des A. 159 4,600 — 10,520 50 — 
Copper steels сш 1264В 2% 14,300 — 10,410. 54. — 
1,178 21 [174 Cr. 14,490 1, 040 10,350. 60 25,750 
1o 75 А]. | 
2 
бйрй: 1 178 D 1335 Ce 18, 89011, uo 9,680, 352117, 550 
aluminium + | 178 Е | 15 Cr. 13,150 1.060 8,560: 177 13,420 
steels us AL | | 
rum 3:5 Cr. 13,540. 466 9,550 80 34,700 
112 Al. 
4 0-75 Cr. 16,480 1,210 7,730 30 — 
" 275 Ni. | MM uL 
а 1.286 C [175 Ст. 15, 10 485 11, no 293 se 
25 Ni. | 
steels . | 12100 [45 Cr. 13,650 — | 900 131: — 
25 Ni. | | | 
Manganese- ues C to Ma. , 6410 121 3,770 196: — 
nickel steel 40 Ni. mE 
1,103 ae Si. 15 7/0 1085 6,780 20 — 
Silicon- | 18:95 Ni. | | 
nickel steels оз С 1 Si. 15 480 1,240 nobo 19 — 
3:5 aH 


Tungsten-Cr. is 1,189 B | 20 W. 15, 950 1,125 12, ino 5 3 — 
steel | 75 Cr. 

Tuagsten- { ` 687 3°25 W. 15 ,350. 815:12,080 6 Bl me 
Mn. steel | 9:35 Mn. | | | | | 

| | | ! 


| 


There is no novelty in the group of carbon steels ; the specimen 
marked B is the best Lowmoor iron, but is not as permeable as 
S С.І. As the percentage of carbon increases, the permeability (for 
a field of 8) decreases regularly, and the coercive force and the 
hysteresis loss increase. Here, as was noticed in the electric con- 
ductivity of the specimens, small quantities of manganese impurity 
seriously affect maznetic permeability. 

A sudden drop ш permeability, and corresponding increase of 
coercive force, is to be noticed when the quaatity of manganese 
present in the ‘alloy rises from 23 to 4 per cent. The difference in 
the cyclic curve for specimens containing these two amounts of 
Manganese is very striking. When the quafitity of manganese 
rises to 7 or 8 per cent, further additions of manganese have 
much less effect on the ‘magnetic properties of the alloy, which 
becomes practically non- magnetic when the quantity of manganese 
rises to 13 per cent. It is interesting to note that the conductivity 
of these manganese steels decreases rapidly up to about 7 per cent., 
aad then falls very slowly. 

A remarkable feature in the magnetic properties of manganese 


Vol. 50. No. 1,267, Manon 7, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


408 


steels is the part played by the presence of carbon. In /ow man- 
ganese steels, i. e., when the manganese present does not exceed З ог 
4 per cent., high carbon injuriously affects the magnetic properties ; 
but in high manganese steels, i.e., when the quantity of manganese 
ia 10 per cent. or over, increasing the carbon i,/proves the magnetic 
properties The hardness of the manganese steels, as tested by the 
file, precisely agrees with their relative magnetic conditions. In 
two manganese steels with about 3:5 per cent. of mangauese, but 
with different amounts of carbon, the onc with the highest carbon 
is the hardest to the file, and is much worse magnetically, the 
induction at 45 C.G.S. being nearly three times greater with the 
lower carbon, and the coercive force less. But when 10 to 11 per 
cent. of manganese is present, the reverse is the case; the one with 
the highest carbon is the softer to the file, and much better magneti- 
cally. Even though this latter contains in addition upwards of 
1 per cent. more manganese (i.e. 11:5 per cent. against 10˙1 per 
cent.), the induction is much higher (1,100 against 600) and the 
coercive force less. In a specimen containing only 0:15 of carbon 
and 15 per cent. of manganese, no trace of magnetic susceptibility is 
found in a field of 45, but when the percentage of carbon is 
increased 10 times (ie, to 1°5 per cent) the percentage of 
manganese remaining the samc, magnetic susceptibility to a certain 
extent is restored. Even at 154 per cent. manganese steel with 
13 per cent. of carbon shows distinct magnetic susceptibility. 

The condition in which the carbon exist8 in these steels is a very 
important factor. It should be borne in mind that when suddenly 
quenched from a bright-red heat a low manganese steel behaves 
like a carbon steel and is hardened, but a high manganese steel so 
treated is not hardened but rendered tougher and less рага; slow 
cooling, in fact, hardens the high manganese steels. A 13 per cent. 
manganese steel is so hard that it cannot be machined, and is hardly 
touched by a file. 

In the fine collection of nickel steels, or rather nickel-iron alloys, 
some points of great interest were discovered. A low nickel-iron 
such as 1,287 D or E is nearly as good magnetically as the specimen 
of Lowmoor iron, but the permeability rapidly decreases with 
increase of nickel up to about 20 per cent., when a further increase 
in the quantity of nickel increases the permeability. This is shown 
by curves. In fact, for very low magncetising forces the specimen 
1,449, when annealed, is more permeable than the best iron. The 
curve of permeability exactly accords with tests on the mechanical 
properties of these nickel alloys. Mr. Hadtield has shown that 
nickel up to 8or 10 per cent. increases the hardness and tensile 
strength of iron, but over 20 per cent. of nickel decreases it. Here 
as elsewhere mechanical and magnetic softness go together. 
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The very high remanence and coercive force, as well as the high 
value of the induction B in a 74 per cent. tungsten steel, show that 
permanent magnets should be made of a steel containing from 5 to 
7 per cent. of tungsten. These alloys are well annealed; the 
remanence, coercive force, and hysteresis loss would be very much 
greater in hardened specimens. 

Chromium added to iron increases its hardness, the coercive force 
being considerably increased, and the permeability diminished. 
Copper alloyed with iron hasa much less injurious etfect, magneti- 
cally, than chromium or manganese. 

The effect produced by alloying iron with silicon or aluminium 
wil be dealt with more fully directly ; these elements have a most 
remarkable softening influence on iron, and beace, when present up 
to a certain percentage, they improve the magnetic properties. 
Fig. 3 shows the cycle curves of aluminium-iron. It will be seen 
that the 24 per cent. aluminium is better than the standard iron. 

A composite alloy of chromium and aluminium is worse than iron 
or mild steel, but better than a chromium steel. The series 1,178 


has about the same amount of chromium (14 per cent.), but varying 
percentages of aluminium, and it is seen that as the aluminium 
increases, the steel improves magnetically. The same is true of 
composite alloys containing silicon, which element behaves mag- 
netically like (but less vigorously than) aluminium. If we now 
take a series of stecls such as 1,286, containing the same amount of 
nickel, and add increasing quantities of chromium, the steel becomes 
harder, and is made worse and worse magnetically, as we should 
expect from series 1,178. 

A tungsten steel, with a little chromium added, has its maximum 
induction in a field of 45 remaining much the same. But if, instead 
of chromium, we add 2} per cent. manganese to a tungsten steel, 
it is made worse magnetically, the permeability being greatly 
reduced, and when the manganese is increased, the alloy becomes 
non-magnetic. 

Effect of Annealing.—The effect of annealing is remarkably shown 
in 1,430, a chromium-manganese steel with high carbon; when 
annealed, the specimen is strongly magnetic, an induction of some 
13,000 being produced in a field of 45, but when unannealed, the 
alloy is practically non-maguetic. The same thing is true of a 
12 per cent. nickel steel (1,450), to which 2 per cent. of chromium 
is added, though its magnetic properties are much poorer than 1,430 
in the annealed state. Table II. exhibits the effect of annealing on 
the magnetic susceptibilities of some alloys. 

Both the alloys 1,411 and 1,449 have a higher susceptibility in 
the unannealed than the annealed condition in a field of 45. The 
composite alloy 1,411 is the one that exhibits the enormous increase 
in electric resistivity when unannealed, compared with its annealed 
state (see p. 329). 

TABLE II. 


Effect of Annealing. 


Maker’s mark. Principal constituents, I for field of 45. 


— — ——— € ——— а 


1,447 A. Ann. Fe. 861; Ni.127 ... b des d 370 
' Un. . " fn c x 785 - 16 
1,447 B. Ann. Fe. 864; Ni.121 ... ae ке 345 
R Un. - Р - oe ex 8 
1,450 A. Ann. Fe. 85:1; Ni. 122; Cr. 20 ТА 295 
» Un. » n » ess 16 
1,287 К. Ann. Fe. 790; Ni.1996 ... 908 ee 644 
y Un. 15 tive T e 473 
1,430 A. Ann. Fe.867;Cr.89; Mn.31... 1,046 
бү Un. " - iU des S 37 
1,411 Ann. Fe. 77:3; Ni.141; Mn. 53; Al. 23 65 
» Un. ” ” » » : 100 
1,449. Ann. Fe.670; Ni. 314... a a 195 
n Un. " 1 € xus is 346 


— Eris — —— 


Non-Magnetic Alloys of Iron.— We now come to a series of alloys 
of iron which are practically non-magnetic. In the first part of 
Table III. is given the magnetic susceptibility of aseries of high man- 
ganese steels in the high field of 320 C. G. S. units. For the sake of 
comparison, the susceptibility is shown in the form of percentage, 
iron ina field of 45 being taken as 100. The intensity of magnetisa- 
tion I of iron in this field was found to be 1,360. Except where the 
letters ^n (signifying unannealed, i.e., ав rolled, not specially har- 
dened) are attached, the specimens are all annealed. The suscepti- 
bility would, of course, be less, practically zero, in all these 
specimens if they were hardened. 


TABLE III. 
Non-magnetic and nearly non-magnetic steels. 
{ 
| SS loz 88 
- . »*9 [22P]9.. 
Mark. Magnetising force = 820 C.G.S. units. E 3 8 8 d 
22 28828 
= оса. 
Se 3828 
RA Eu. 
1,388 Fe. £674; C. 0:26; Mn. 130 TEE 65 07 
1,010 Ann. Fe. 85°77; C. 1:23; Mn. 130 .. 123 | 17 
ЫШ Un. ! » n » — 0 0 
1,379 D. Fe. 84:64; C. 015; Mn. 152 "T 0 
30 Fe. 8325; C. 15; Mn. 1525 e., 82 0:8 
598 Fe. 8096 ; C. 1:54; Mn. 185 . 49 05 
1,424 Fe. 76°58; С. 0 83; Mn. 5:9; Ni. 14°44; : : 
Cu. 2°25 a s is . 20. 02 
1,109 Ann.  Fe.8016;C.08;Mn.504;Ni1455 3 0 03 
» Un. Ш n n » 0 0 
1,414 A Ann. Fe. 75°36; C. 06; Mn. 5:04 ; Ni. 19 36 | 015 
» Un. » » п » 3 0 03 
1,414 B Ann Fe. 69 36; С. 06; Mn. 5 04; Ni. 25 7 0°07 
" Un. ” » » n 5 | 0:05 
1,339 Fe. 88:22; C. 121; Mn.8; Ni. 757 7 0:07 
1,313 Fe 7935; C. 14; Mn. 1025; Ni. 9 49 | 0:5 
1,343 A Fe. 84°71 ; C. 134; Mn. 111; W. 285 30 , 03 
» В Ке. 2661; C. 108; Mn. 102; W. 211 5 0°05 
6 | 04 


620 Fe. 78:12; С.088; Mu. 175; Cr. 95. 4 


— ͤ 6—m . — — 


It will be seen from this table what a remarkable magnetic 
change is produced by the addition of a comparatively small 
quantity of another element to certain alloys of iron. Thus, high 
nickel steels are fairly magnetic, but add 5 percent. of manganese 
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and they become non-magnetic; albeit a Б or even 8 per cent. man- 
ese steel ia magnetic. Add only 2j per cent. of nickel to the 
tter and the alloy becomes non-magnetic, yet by itself a 24 nickel 
iron is almost as magnetic as pure iron. These and other magnetic 
changes, such as the slight increase in magnetic susceptibility pro- 
duced by the addition of copper, are, no doubt, largely due to the 
increased hardness or softness of the alloy thereby produced; 
mechanical and magnetic hardness going hand-in-hand. Hence the 
importance of the prior heat treatment in the susceptibility of 
magnetic metals, so strikingly shown by Dr. Hopkinson in his 
experiments on the magnetic and non-magnetic states of certain 
high nickel steels. | 
Non-magnetic steels, if of good mechanical qualities and not too 
costly, may be found very useful; hitherto the extreme hardness of 
the non-magnetic manganese-stee] has prevented its general use, 
but the alloy 1,313 and several of the others on Table III. are not 
very hard, and can easily be machined. Non-magnetic steel ships 
would be a great advantage in navigation, and if the cost is not pro- 
hibitive these can now be made. | 
Alloys of Iron More Magnetic than the Purest Commercial Iron.— 
In conclusion, we have briefly to describe the experiments made 
as to the magnetic properties of silicon iron and of aluminium iron. 
Table I. shows that these two alloys are highly permeable, and 
have very low hysteresis with high induction. In & memoir read 
before the Royal Dublin Society three years ago the author showed 
that an alloy of 24 per cent. of silicon or of aluminium with iron 
gave the most remarkable results magnetically, exceeding that of 
the best and purest Swedish charcoal iron. The practical as well as 
theoretical importance of this discovery made it desirable to test the 
results in various ways, and this has been donc. The long rods used 
in Table I. were merely rolled, so that their cross-section was not 
uniform. The silicon iron and aluminium iron aud Swedish 
charcoal iron rods were therefore turned down in a lathe until they 
were made 255 diameters in length. Each was then heated to red- 
ness in a gas flame and allowed to cool in an E. and W. position, 
the heat treatment of each rod being exactly similar, though in all 
three the annealing might, no doubt, have been improved, and 
thus their permeability somewhat increased. These were tested in 
a magnetising solenoid, with a reflecting magnetometer placed at 
70 cms, distance from the upper pole of the rod. By removal and 
reversals of the rods the equality of deflection in the s&me direction 
showed that they were magnetised solely by the vertical force of 
the earth’s field, the deflection produced by this field (= 0'46 unit) 
being very large with the aluminium iron 1,167 H, less with the 
silicon iron 898 E, and; least with the Swedish charcoal iron 
S. C. I. In a field of two units the extraordinary induction B of 
12,000 was produced in the 2} per cent. aluminium iron 1,167. 


Table IV. gives the induction and permeability in fields up to 


10 units of these three bodies. The value of the earth’s field at the 
place and time of experiment was again carefully determined. 


TABLE IV. 


Permeability of Silicon-Iron (898 E) and Aluminium Iron (1,167 H) 
Allos Compared with Best Annealed Swedish Charcoal Iron 
(S. C. I). 


| 8.0.1 | 898 Е | 1,167 H 
mw fe «| = |e | ж | „ 
xx | CERES uc EN eU GC TE TETTE ЕЕ 
2 | 7400 | 3,700 | 10,200 5,100 12,000 | 6,000 
4 11,150 , 2,790 | 12,300 | 3,075 : 13,800 | 3,450 
6 |12600 | 2100 | 13,400 | 2233 | 14,500 | 2,16 
8 | 13,600 | 1,700 | 13,800 | 1,725 | 14,900 | 1,862 
10 | 14,400 | 1,440 | 14,200 1,420 15,200 | 1,520 
| 


These results were checked by having some specimens made in 
the form of short rods, and testing them in a yoke by means of 
Prof. Ewing’s permeability bridge. It is shown that in all cases, 


with a given maximum induction, silicon iron is better magneti- · 


cally ; doubtless it could be still further improved by careful atten- 
tion to annealing and by reducing the small percentage of carbon 
and manganese, and also, possibly, by slightly increasing the per- 
centage of silicon. The alloy itself is a soft and beautiful one, 
easily worked ; it takes a good polisb, but rusts more easily than 
pure iron. Its commercial value in the construction of trans- 
formers and other machines where high magnetic permeability is 
necessary, is obvious; and it so happens that transformers are now 
worked at the maximum induction which is best suited to silicon 
iron. 

It only remains to give the still more remarkable results obtained 
with the 2} per cent. aluminium iron 1,167 H. The rod was turned 
down to give a length = 260 diameters, and its cyclic curve com- 
pared with that of a similar rod of S.C.L, both being annealed 
alike. Not only is the permeability greater, but also the maximum 
induction in all fields up to about 60 units is greater in the case of 
this aluminium iron than in any magnetic body, including the 
purest iron, yet tried. It is extraordinary that replacing the 
quantity of pure iron in a body by 2} per cent. of a non-magnetic 
body should so wonderfully increase its magnetic qualit.es. The 
explanation is possibly to be found in the strong chemical affinities 
of both aluminium and silicon for oxygen and the halogens. It 
may be that the addition of a small quantity of these elements by 
combining with, and thus removing any oxygen oroxide of iron in 
the molten metal, leaves the granules of iron purer and of closer 
and finer texture than they otherwise would be. 


In the next Tables V. and VI. is given a summary of the hysteresis 
losses of specimens of silicon and aluminium iron compared with 
ordinary good iron and the best Swedish charcoal iron, all at the 
average maximum induction used in transformers. 


TaBLE V. 
Hysteresis Losses for Maz. Induction = 9,000 and Frequency = 100 
of Rods of Silicon Iron (898) and Aluminium Iron (1,167), com- 
pared with Ordinary and Рите Soft Iron (S. C. I.) all Annealed. 


| Hysteretic Microwatts Watte per oyole: 
Mark. Density. constan per с.с. кесш 
| 7. рег cycle. | per cub. in. | Per Ib. 
{ UM SB setts ee MC RUE m 
Soft iron 775 | 002 42,440 0°695 | 2 50 
8.01. . 784 | 0011 23,340 0382 ' 1:35 
898 Е .. 7:62 | 00073 15,490 0254 £092 
1,167 H ... 763 : 00038 14,430 0:286 ! 086 
| | _ 
TABLE VI. 


Hysteresis losses in S С.Г. and 898 E (in form of rings), compared 
with good soft iron, for maximum induction В = 5,000 lines per 
87. cm., and frequency N = 100. 

| 


Hysteresis losses. 
Hysteretic 


Mark. шаш NUR Watts per cycle. 
per с.с. 7 
per сусіе! | per cubic inch. Peer Ib. 
MOREM ыы Ue eee шааны Mah | zu. 
Soft iron ... | 0:002 16,576 0272 | 09638 
8.С.І. 0:0011 9,116 0:149 05266 
898 E 0:0009 7,457 0 4415 


— 


Herr Kamps has shown, from the investigations he has lately ’ 
published in Stahl und Eisen, that the method and duration of 
annealing is an even more important factor in the magnet ic 
qualities of iron and steel than had been supposed. A magnetic 
body can be over annealed as well as under annealed, the duration 


of annealing depending on the composition of the particular speci- 


men of steel. Hence it is possible that the aluminium steel alloy 
may be raised still higher magnetically by attention to ite annealing 
period. Kamps gives the following data as the highest he has 
reached in very thin atrips of selected iron, or mild steel, which had 
been annealed for 35 hours :— 


Magnetic force H — = 150 
Maximum induction В... = 17,430 
Remanence В ... ж» —- = 10,400 
Coercive force K. 958 ves = 0°44 
Hysteresis loss (ergs perc.c.) ... a = 5,770 


A long annealing injured this specimen magnetically. The author, 
unfortunately, does not give the analysis of this iron. 

Messrs. J. Sankey & Sons, of Bilston, manufacture a quality of 
iron for transformers, the permeability of which, by careful atten- 
tion to annealing, they have raised to an unprecedentedly high value. 
The actual hysteresis loss of their transformer iron is only 0'4 watt 
per lb. per cycle ; hence, using the first two letters in the words 
“ low hysteresis,” they term their product “ Lohy iron. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, $c., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot wndertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express. | 


“ ATLANTIC" writes:“ A case relative to respective rights of elec- 
trical supply companies and consumers bas arisen which you may 
think of sufficient general interest to reply to through your ' Legal 
Column.' 

“A tenant of premises signs one of the company's application 
forms for connection to mains, by which he agrees to take a supply 
of electricity at specified rates and for specified purposes. He also 
specifies the date his premises will be ready for testing. The form 
also contains particulars as to price for electricity, and has a clause 
‘Provided that for any quantity up to 20 units in each quarter the 
company may charge 13s. 4d.’ This clause is in accordance with 
terms of provisional order. To the application form when signed 
is affixed a sixpenny stamp. The supply company lays service 
cable, fixes meters, &c. The tenant, however, does not wire his 
premises at all. The questions then arise :— 

“1. Is the tenant constituted a consumer in a legal sense by his 
act of signing the company’s application form ? 
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“2. Can he be made to pay the minimum charge of 13s. 4d., 
although he uses no electricity at all, and does the 'any quantity 
up to 20 units’ include 0 units? 

"3. Is the case affected if the supply company, seeing the 
premises are not wired, remove their meter to put in use elsewhere ? 

“4. If the minimum charge cannot be legally enforced, have the 
supply company any redress ? 

“I have so far been unable to obtain information dealing directly 
with these points." 


„ „ The questions put to us by our correspondent are of con- 
siderable interest, and lack of precedent or reliable authority 
renders it somewhat difficult to supply satisfactory answers. 

With regard to (1), however, it is obvious that by signing an 
agreement, and by allowing the company to lay the necessary 
service cable and fix meters, the consumer becomes liable to perform 
his part of the contract, whatever that may be, and in our view the 
company would be able to sue him as a “consumer.” Were it 
otherwise, a little consideration shows that the position of the 
company would be difficult in the extreme; for having made a 
capital outlay they could obtain no return. 

As to (2) a study of the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, 
seems to furnish the proper answer. In order to protect " under- 
takers" it is there provided (by Clause 27 of the Schedule) that 
whenever a consumer requires a supply he must, if required by the 
undertakers, enter into a written contract with them to continue 
to receive and pay for a supply of energy for a period of at least 
two years of such an amount, that the payment to be made for the 
tupply at the rate of charge for the time being charged by the 
undertakers for a supply of energy to ordinary consumers within 
the area of eupply shall not be less than 20 per cent. per annum on 
the outlay incurred by the wndertakers in providing any electric 
lines required under this section to be provided by them for the 
purpose of the supply, and if required by the undertakers give to 
them security for the payment to them of all moneys which may 
become due to them by the owner or occupier in respect of any 
clectric lines to be furnished by the undertakers, and in respect of 
слетру to be supplied by them. Although this provision does not 
make it clear that where no current is actually taken, the minimum 


charge may still be made; yet it is plain that the policy of the . 


Act is to {protect the undertakers and recompense them for their 
outlay. Hence, if the consumer who takes only a few units every 
quarter can be made to pay the minimum charge of 13s. 4d., it 
follows (à fortiori) that a consumer who takes no energy at all 
must also be held liable; for ia either casethe company must 
incur the same capital outlay. 

With regard to (3), the removal of the meter would operate asa 
rescission of the contract from the date of such removal. While 
the meter is on the premises, however, the undertakers would 
obviously be prepared to give a supply, and during that time could 
compel the consumer to fulfil his contract. 

In view of our answer to questions (1) and (2) it is unnecessary 
to reply to (4). 5 


Seen pent A SE 
CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 
XCII.—ILFORD ELECTRIC TRAMCARS. 


SUMMARY. 

Extent of Contract.—Supply of (a) 12 56-passenyer complete 
electrically equipped tramcars; (b) six 69-passenger electrically 
equipped cars ; (c) four 32-passenger trailer cars. 

Types of Car Bodies.—(a) To be double-decked, with reversed 
staircases, suitable for 4 ft. 84 in. gauge, to seat 56 passengers, 22 
inside and 34 outside; (5b) to be double-decked, with reversed stair- 
cases, to seat 69 passengers, 30 inside and 39 outside; (c)to be 
single-deck open summer type trailer cars with platform, and seat- 
ing accommodation for 32 passengers. 

Types of Trucks.—(a) To be of four-wheel type, supported by 
eight spiral springs and four double-leaf springs; (b) to be of 
maximum traction type, two trucks being provided for each car 
body in accordance with usual practice ; (c) to be of steel of usual 
design offered for trailer cars. 

Length of Wheel Base.—For standard four-wheel truck 6 ft., for 
maximum traction type 4 ft. 

Diameter of -Wheels.—To be 30 in. in the case of all driving 
wheels, and maker’s standard in the case of the pony wheels of the 
maximum traction truck. 

Wheel Guarantee.—Wheels giving out before having run 30,000 
miles, other than by stripping the flange, to be replaced by con- 
tractor free of charge. 

Life Guards.—Of approved type, to be provided for each car. 

Drakes,— Of maker’s standard type, if approved by the engineer 
as satisfactory, to be fitted to each car. 

Type of Motor.—Two motors to be provided per car, each capable 
of exerting a tractive effort of not less than 1,100 lbs. at the peri- 
phery of a 30-in. wheel when the car is travelling at a speed of 
not less than 8 miles per hour. 

Ratio of Gearing.—Not to exceed 5 to 1. 

Permissible Temperature Risc.—Not to exceed 100° Е. above sur- 
rounding atmosphere after one hour’s run at full load, and 140" F. 
above surrounding atmosphere when 47 ampcres has been passed 
through motor for a period of one hour. 

Pressure Test.—2,000 volts alternating current for a period of one 
our. 


Controllers.—To be of the series-parallel type, fitted with elec- 
trical emergency brake. 

Trolley.—To be of the swivelling-arm type, fitted with trolley 
head of Woods or other approved type. The tension on the wire 
to be adjustable by hand, between 20 and 30 lbs. 

Equipment Accessories.—The usual accessories to be provided and 
fitted on the car. 

Brake Test.—After delivery, each car to be tested by running a 
trial trip fully loaded. The brake to be capable of bringing a fully 
loaded car to a standstill on the level within a distance of 50 yds. 
when running at a rate of 12 miles per hour. 

Bogie Cars.—To be fitted with electrical equipments of similar 
type to those on cars specified above. 

Specified. Dates of Delivery.—'To be stated by tenderers for each 
type of car. . Early delivery is essential. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—One per cent. of total contract sum 
for each week late. 

Terms of Payment.—During progress of work up to 80 per cent. 
of value of work delivered and executed on site, 10 per cent. on 
completion, 10 per cent. at end of 12 months' period of main- 
tenance. 

Stipulations as regards Removal of Foremen.—Satisfactory. 

Stipulations as regards Conditions of Labour.—Acceptable. 

Sureties.—Two to be provided to be jointly and severally bound 
with successful tenderer іп а sum equal to 20 per cent. of contract 
price. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Satisfactory. 

Date for Reccipt of Tenders —March 24th, 1902. 

Tenders to be Liable to Acceptance.—Up to April 30th, 1902. 


This specification is issued by Mr. W. C. C. Hawtayne, M. I. E. E., 
the consulting electrical engineer to the Ilford Urban District 
Council. | 

A total of 18 completely equipped tramcars are required, as well 
as four open summer trailer cars, and early delivery is specified to 
be of great importance. 

It will be noticed from the above summary that the technical 
requirements are fairly and clearly etated, and that they are of 
such a character that they may bs met by makers standard арра- 
ratus in nearly every instance. 

A guarantee is demanded that the wheels shall be capable of 
running 30,000 miles without renewal. 

No information is given as to the gradients existent on the route, as 
the tractive cffort specified for the motors is expressed as a definite 
figure at a definite speed; but it would appear that the motors 
required to fulfil the demands of the specificationsare very suitable 
to cope with the work to be done. 

The specified test for the brake can doubtless be met by the 
various makers of this type of apparatus. 

Referring to the general conditions, we should recommend ten- 
derers to stipulate for a penalty of 1 per cent. per week of the 
value of each car late in delivery. This is usual in traction con- 
tracts, and is fair, for each car being complete in itself, and ready 
in every sense to be put into beneficial use, it does mot seem 
equitable to demand from the contractor for the late delivery of, 
say, One or two cars, a penalty calculated to a large extent upon the 
value of cars at that time actually in the beneficial use of the pur- 
chaser. 

The arbitration clause is satisfactory, being based upon the model 
clause as agreed upon between the Municipal Electrical Association. 
and the Electrical Plant Manufacturers' Association. 

Tenderers should carefully read the maintenance clause before 
sending in their offers; on the whole, the specification is well 
drafted, and the conditions such that they mav be accepted without 
incurring upon the manufacturer any undue commercial risk. 


NAVAL BOILER TRIALS. 


THE report of the Boiler Committee's trials of H.M.S. 
Hyacinth, Minerva, and R. M. S. Saronia, has been issued in 
full, and shows that the older Minerva has beaten the new 
Hyacinth on all counts, and more particularly on the general 
counts of safety and radius of action. We take it that these 
two points are the main points to be considered in the British 
Navy. 

Every possible cedit has been given the Hyacinth in the 
report, but it is at the same time pretty plainly intimated 
that as the Admiralty is in а sense on its trial, the best has 
been very properly done to ensure that the Belleville boilers 
of the ship should justify the Admiralty’s policy. Yet 
despite the care exercised, the result is what we anticipated. 
We do not doubt that every endeavour has been made 
to render this boiler a success. Even the press has not 
been unwilling to give it a lift, and a recent article 
in a daily paper, professedly written by “ Ап Engineer," 
claimed that the boilers of the Powerful were doing 
well, and we believe in the same article they were 
stated to be in splendid condition. "The humour of the 
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article, however, lay in the condemnation of the many 


denunciations of the boiler as anonymous. It appears that 
praise alone may remain anonymous. Perhaps “Ап 
Engineer" will now disclose his identity? The trials 
reported were carried out at 2,000, 5,000 and 8,000 н.р. 
The Minerva had an additional run at 5,000 н.р. to show 
the effect of retarders in the tubes, and the Hyarinth had a 
full power run at 10,000 H.P. There was also a run out to 
the Mediterranean at about 7,000 H.P., and a race home 
from Gibraltar to Portsmouth. The Sazonia was tried ав an 
outside comparison between the Mersey and Queenstown. 
Needless to say, she had cylinder boilers ; the Cunard Com- 
pany believes.in combined safety and economy.. 

The boilers of the Minerva are cylindrical and carry 
155 lbs. pressure. She has triple-expansion three-cylinder 
three-crank engines with closed stokeholds and 0°5 in. air 
pressure. 

The Hyacinth has four-cylinder four-crank triple-expan- 
sion engines and 0°25 in. air pressure and closed holds, and 
has sundry devices for economy in the way of exhausting the 
auxiliary engines to the low-pressure receivers of the main 
engines, She carries 320 lbs. pressure. The high-pressure 
cylinders of the Minerva were re-bored for the trial. The 
Hyacinth is new altogether, yet five months’ work was spent 
on her to get her up to concert pitch. 

The Saronia has four-cylinder four-crank quadruple 
engines, and carries, we believe, safely, 210 lbs. pressure—a 
pressure that many water-tube faddists say cannot be carried 
by cylinder boilers. “She has Howden’s draught system, and 
works at 9,000 to 10,000 н.р. All these vessels used Welsh 
coal of equal quality. We need not detail the methods of 
taking records and analyses. The great trouble experienced 
at sea is loss of water; hence the employment of evaporators 
to make good the shortage. In the early trials the Minerva 
burned coal at a lower rate than the Hyacinth per square foot 
of grate, but at 8,000 н.р, the consumption of the Minerva was 
very high— 80:3 lbs. as against 19:8, owing to her smaller grate 
area, and at 10,000 н.р, the Hyacinth only burned 27:2 lbs. 
'l'he thermal efficiency of the older boiler was lower than 
that of the water-tube boiler at every power, and this is 
attributed to high funnel temperature and excess of air. 
We can understand the excess of air part of the argument, 
but the high funnel temperature is not a cause but an effect 
of non-efficiency, and is due to lack of heating surface to 
absorb heat; the Minerva’s efficiency was raised from 
61:4 to 68'4 per cent. by using retarders in the tubes, ог, as 
we should prefer to call them, radiators or mixers. These 
improved the evaporation and reduced the draught necessary 
at the same time, and diminished the temperature of the 
flue gases by nearly 130? F. On the long voyage trials the 
Minerva’s boiler efficiency appears equal to that of the 
Hyacinth’s, The latter's boilers showed 77:2, 71:8 and 73:3 
per cent. efficiency at the preliminary trials. 

The Saronia showed 82:3 per cent. and a from and at 
evaporation of 12:33 lbs. of water, which is hardly credible, 
but we observe a funnel temperature of only 396° and a 
weight of coal of 20:6 lbs. per вд. ft. of grate per hour, and 
a more liberal heating surface than in either of the Navy 
ships. 

The naval stoker is credited with better work than the 
merchant stokers, despite the less favourable results, but the 
Saconia had a fan-induced draught and air heating, which 
robbed the funnel of about 100° temperature; even 
without this the Saronia would only have rejected its gases 
at 491°. 

The weights of machinery and water in the Minerta are 
only 90 tons in excess of the Hyacinth weights. 

Water losses were the serious faults in the Hyacinth. The 
Saronia lost 2°76 tons рег 1,000 H.P. per 24 hours. The 
Minerva lost 2:1, 3°0, and 377 tons, and the Hyacinth 5'5, 
2:9, and 5°5 tons, and finally came out very badly on the 
long runs. Thus on one occasion we are told that ‘all the 
evaporators, which are equal to 96 tons of water per 24 
hours, were working, and 130 tons were taken from the 
reserve, and 25 tons of drinking water," to make up losses 
which amounted to 8:9 tons per 1,000 H. P. per 24 hours. 

The radius of action of the Hyacinth was 1,810 miles 
only; this was fixed by water consumption and faults, 
and not by coal. The .Minerva's radius was 2,640 miles, 
and she had water in stock at the end of this run more 


than double the amount made by evaporation. The better 
performance of the engines of the Minerva over those 
of the Hyacinth may be due to dryer steam. This would 
explain the lower efficiency of her boilers, for it was probably 
wet steam that showed up the evaporation of the Hyacinth 
as better than it perhaps was. We place no reliance on the 
steam wetness tests. These never are reliable. No one has 
yet shown an incontestable way to gather correct samples of 
steam. 

Water losses are set down as a very serious fault, and 
there was also a burst tube to the discredit of the Belleville 
boiler. This had been red-hot. The water-gauge indications 
were absolutely untrustworthy. 

Looking on the difference of 90 tons of total weights of 
the two ships, this is more than nullified by the extra water 
to be carried to make up the losses of the Belleville boiler. 
Indeed, on the run home, coal alone accounted for 90 tons, 
and there was also 60 tons more of water. There were in 
all about 150 leaks developed in the run home in the 
Hyacinth, and these leaks are considered to be inherent to 
the type of boiler, for all the experience gained with 
the Belleville boiler has failed to cure this persistent 
leakage. 

As regards the Minerva, there was really nothing wrong 
with her, except that the ferrules of the tubes were partially 
closed by bird-nesting, due to slag particles adhering, and 
calling for a gradual increase of air pressure up to 1°5 in. 
But this did not, of course, injure the boilers. All the 
extra pressure is expended at the throttled tubes, and does 
not mean increased combustion. Moreover, steam was got 
up by the Minerva actually in less time than by the Belle- 


ville boiler, though there were no fittings for circulation to 


enable this to be done more safely. This is a sad blow 
for the thick and thin supporters of the Belleville boiler. 
No matter its smokiness, its danger, its lack of economy, 
its priming, was there not always the crowning mercy of 
quick steaming? Have we not been told ad nauseam of the 
magnificent victory of the United States fleet outside 
Santiago when caught napping by the Spaniards? The latter 
might have sent Uncle Samuel to the bottom with his cold 
kettles, but preferred to run away instead, and Uncle Samuel 
got his pots boiling, und finally caught his fleeing foe. But 
even this fancied quicker steaming has received a somewhat 
knock-down blow, though, of course, less water contents ` 
must tell. 

One of the most serious defects of the Belleville is the 
wonderful falling off in efficiency with age, if a year and 
а half can be called age. 

The contractor’s trials of the Hyacinth, in November, 
1899, show coal consumptions per H.P.-hour of 1°72 lbs., 
1°48 lbs., and 1:59 lbs., whereas in June of 1901, the Com- 
mittee find 2:03 lbs. for the small power, and 1:84 lbs. and 
2:11 lbs. for the larger powers, an increase of 18, 24 and 32 
per cent. respectively. Now in the Minerva the contractor's 
tests showed 1°71 lbs. and 2:10 lbs., against 1°74 lbs. and 2°42 
lbs. found by the Committee ; increases of 2 and 15 per cent. 
only in nearly five years of wear and degeneration, an average 
of 8°5 per cent. as against 21 per cent. in the Hyacinth. 
This is, apparently, the case with all the Belleville ships. : 
It seems to be a fatal defect that is seen to run through 
all the Belleville ships where records have been submitted to 
the Committee. 

It appears that the tube which burst in No. 10 boiler was 
in the very element which carried the water-gauge glasses. 
This appeals to the Committee as proof of the absolute 
untrustworthiness of water-gauge indications in the Belleville 
boiler. The engineer's log states that the tube burst with 
water at three-quarter glass. The nipple of this element was 
clear, yet several of its tubes became red hot! So hot, 
indeed, that the steel softened and extended into a large 
swelling before it burst with a rent 8 in. x 3in. The 
material was excellent. Indeed, if it were not for excellence 
of material the Belleville boiler would long since have failed 
badly enough to have compelled even the Admiralty to 
realise its true value. It makes one smile to think that 
even ав it is, a Committee of Engineers is needed to 
say that the belleville boiler is what it is, 

The fact that a ship will run with such a boiler on a con- 
sumption of about 2 lbs. of coul per MH. p.-hour only points to 
the fact that steam muy be raised, not always uneconomically, 
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in boilers, the principles of which are vicious and unsafe. 
Much has been made of the output of the Belleville boiler as 
though this, at times fair, could be taken as proof of the 
boiler’s general excellence. Even if the Belleville boiler were 
the most economical of boilers, this would not warrant the 
overlooking of its extreme danger. The run home from 
Gibraltar shows that the Belleville boiler, apart from its 
unsound principle, has not even the mechanical excellence 
of tightness, but is so much of a sieve that its use 
adds largely to the gross weight of machinery and stores 
necessary to run home from our nearest out-station, 


or even to enable that run to be made at speed under 


ordinary conditions of water storage without using sea 
water, a bad thing for a Belleville boiler. It is a curious 
commentary on the conduct of the Government that our 
contemporary, /nyinerving, in the same issue as it reprints 
this report, condemning the Belleville boiler, prints a descrip- 
tion of the new cruiser Good Hope, which is stuffed full of 
Belleville boilers, and will, we fear, prove a failure, as have some 
of the other big cruisers. A ship with Belleville boilers may 
run an excellent trial trip without bursting any of its tubes 
even when, as is morally certain, many of them have 
approached, or even passed, a red heat, but this is no 
guarantee of future safety. The Mutine did not have the 
luck even to deliver herself over to the Government out of 
her builders’ hands. A run without accident is a magnifi- 
cent-tribute to the boiler makers and to the makers of the 
tubes. The absence of accident is simply a question of 
time. When circulation is at fault the tubes must become 
hot, and their failure, sooner or later, is inevitable. 

It seems extraordinary that the Minerva got steam up more 
quickly than the Hyacinth. Is not this to be accounted for 
partially by the fact that Belleville boilers have to be worked 
so easily, that there are so many of them as to reduce their 
fancied superiority in respect of small water contents to little 
or nothing? In any case it is apparent that, except for 
home waters, even this solitary advantage of less weight is 
entirely negatived by extra coal and water. 

Referring to the boilers tried by the Admiralty, a con- 
temporary calls attention to the fact that none of them are of 
English origin, as though this were a cause of shame. Here 
are some of the names— Belleville, Dürr, Babcock, Niclausse. 
The shame is the Admiralty's for going to the foreigner. 
Certainly of British boilers, the Haythorn and Petersen 
are fully equal to those named, not to mention Thorneycroft 
and Yarrow, and that latest of all, which has been built on 
correct furnace principles also, viz., the Weir. 

Great Britain has very little to learn from foreigners in 
respect of boilers, and would have been safer to-day had she 
never been foolish enough to place herself at the mercy of so 
unscientific and unsafe a structure as the Belleville. We 
wonder what was the true reason for adopting the Delleville 
boiler, We can hardly give credence to any statement that 
it was recommended by an engineer. 

It is a curious thing that while the Admiralty are playing 
chuckstones with the British Empire, another Government 
department, the Board of Trade, refuses passenger certificates 
to vessels with water-tube boilers, except under very onerous 
and impossible conditions. This, we believe, is why the 
water-tube boiler of a Clydeexcursion steamer is now at work 
- in South London. The steamer could not afford to lie off 
in the height of the season, as she would have been compelled 
to do. Yet the boiler to which we refer is infinitely safer 
than the Belleville. 


NOTE ON SUBMARINE CORE. 


By ROLLO APPLEYARD. 


In the design of submarine core it is often of interest to 
determine the effect, upon the capacity and dielectric resist- 
ance, of adding or subtracting a given weight of gutta-percha, 
вау 1 10. per nautical mile, for core of a given type. In 
other words, for a submarine core of which the conductor is 
of fixed diameter d inches, and weight /, lbs. per N.M., 
and of which the dielectric is of diameter p inches and 


weight w lbs. per N.M., we require to find an expres- 
sion for the change in log > produced by adding or sub- 


tracting llb. of dielectric per N.M. The weight in Ibs. of a 
nautical mile of straight copper is approximately 23,502 x 


(section in sq. in.) The weight in lbs. of a nautical 


mile of gutta-percha is approximately 2,641 x (section in 
sq. in.) In the case of a stranded conductor, however, an 
allowance must be made for the length of “lay " ; this will 
be different for different types of conductor. But for 
ordinary types we can assume that the allowance is constant, 
and derive from the above figures the relation 


p? = 0:0004821 w + 0:000054717 w. 
Hence, by differentiation, we have 
0° 0004821 


dD = ——— d W. ] 
2 W (1) 
Now let y = logi, T where d is constant. 
di 1 
as = 5 [Bus 
dD 
dy = 55 10030 e. (2) 
From (1) and (2) it follows that 
dy = 070004821 x 0.43429 yy 
| 2 P * 
say = 00001047 gy. 


р? 
Putting d = 1, we obtain an expression for the change 
in log » produced by 1 lb. difference in w, ùe., 


PR 0:0001047 
d p: : 
For example, for the ordinary 107/140 core, n = 0'271, 
0:0001047 
hat dy = — 142 
во that dy —0.2715 0:001126. 


The actual log 1 for 107/140 core is 0°494433, hence 
( 


the log z for 107/141 should be 0°494433 + 0'001426 = 
( 
0:495859. The value of р for 107/141 is 0'2717, and 


log 3 calculated from this value is 0495822. The differ- 


ence between these two results is negligible; it arises partly 
from the fact that р is here only stated to a few decimal 
places, and partly because 1 lb. is a somewhat large value to 
assign to d w. It is interesting to note that the rate of 


change of log T is inversely proportional to the square of 
the diameter of the dielectric. The rate of change is, 
therefore, inversely proportional to the weight of the 
dielectric, the conductor being constant. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. — 
NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W, P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 829, High Holborn, London W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed, 


8,967. “Improvements connected with electrically connecting tram and 
like rails," G. Н, ARCHER. February 17th. 

4,082. ‘Improvements in and relating to electrical distributing systems." 
L. ANDREWS. February 17th 

4,0489. Improved means for making electrical connections.” C. HAMILTON. 
February 18th. 

4,044. The new street conduit electric trolley system for tramcars." 8. 
Вмант. February 18th. 

4,054. "Improvements in terminals for secondary batteries.“ Н. Rana- 
BOTTOM and J. M. RicHarpson. February 18th. 

4,091. Improvements in electric arc lamps.” J. А. HEANY, February 18th. 

4,097. “Improvements in magnet cores, applicable todynamos, transformers, 
and other electro-magr etic apparatus," R. L. Wires and J. A. Ewing. Fel 
ruary 18th, 
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4,104. A new or improved device for preventing accidents in connection 
with electric tramways and railways.” B. KLkiN. February 18th. 

4,1134. '' Improved revoluble telephone mouthpiece.” F. W. MoENNINGHOFF. 
February 18th. (Complete.) 

4,161. “Improvements in the lighting of electric cars operated by the over- 
head conductor system." H.McGruuivray. February 18th. 

4,180. "Improvements in electrical synchronism indicators." K. EDGCUMBE, 
E. I. EvERETT and F. Punoa. February 18th. 

4,1£8. ‘‘An improved device for ure in connection with trolley heads of «lec- 

overhead tramcars ага the like." W. Barry. February 19th. 

4,264. ‘* Improvements in or relating to electric cells or batteries." H. H. 
Lake. (Société Anonyme Le Carbone, France.) February 19th. 

4,262. “Improvements in or relating to telegraph instruments." H. Ссх- 
NINGHAM, (E. Bing and H. Nevill, Brazil. February 19th. 

4,274. “Improvements in or relating to electric cells or batteries." H. H. 
LAKE. (Société Anonyme Le Carbone, France.) February 19th. 

43285. “Improvements in sockets for incandescent electric lamps." THR 
Yost MILLER Company. February 19th. (Complete.) 

4,357. An improvement in flexible electric conductors." BIRMENS Bros. 
AND Co., LiMiTED, and W. DrEsELHOonsT, February 20th. (Complete.) 

4,368. ‘Improvements in microphones for high tension currents.” R. Garr- 
LARD and E. DvcnETET. February 20th. (Complete.) | 

4,374. Improvements іп or relating to electric arc lamps." J. S. Ківхох 
and E. EisNMANN. February 20th. (Complete.) | 

4,416. A device to prevent sparking on overhead electric trolley lines.” 
А.Н. Mayes. February 21st. 

4,426. “ Horizontal adjustable pendant electric light fittings.” 
Kimpton. February 21st. 

4,445. “Improved automatic telephone system.” Е. A. FALLER. February 
zist. (Date applied for under Patents, Act, 1901, August 22nd, 1901, being date 
of ар; lication in United States.) (Complete.) 

4,463. '' An improved eleotric switch." H.Farapay. February 21st. 

4,473. “Improvements in electric railways.” J.SwiNBURNE. February 22nd. 

4,496. “ Ап electro-magnetic gravity pin indicator, telegraphic.” W. Hay- 
DEN. February 22nd. 

4,520. "Improvements in or relating to electric batteries." V. G. APPLE. 
February 21st. (Complete.) 

4,521. "Improvements in or relating to storage batteries.’ V. G. APPLE. 
February 22nd. (Complete.) | 

4,522. “ Improvements in or relating to electric ignition apparatus for internal 
combustion engines," V. G. APPLE. February 22nd. (Complete.) 


H. J. P. 


PATENTS EXPIBING. 


We are informed by Messrs. W. P. Thompson & Co., that in the year 1888, 
428 complete specifica'ions were filed. Of these that bear the date January, 
February and March, only 10 were maintained to run their full te1m, ard, being 
of considerable interest, we give short abstracts of them below :— 


366. ''(mprovomsn!s in electric aro lamps." С. D. Abel. (Siemous 2 Halske.) 
January 9th, 1868. Relates to arc lamps. The upper carbon holder is sus- 
pended by а conducting band, &c., from а spring barrel or weighted pulley; 
the pulley or bsrrel is mounted оп а pivoted frame which also carries gear- 
ing connecting the barrel with an escape ment or its equivalent, and is attracted 
to the armature of a shunt electio-magret. When the arc becomes too 
long, the armature is attracted against the pull of atpring, the escapement 
lever is withdrawn from a stop and the carbon holder falls, partly by the descent 
of the axis of the barrel а d partly by the rotation of the latter. То compen- 
sate for the Jessening of the weight of the carbon as it is consumed, a spring 
strains а cord which passes over a pulley and becomes wound on a spindle +в 
the barrel revolves so as to exert а gradually increasirg downward pull on the 
frame. 


1,383. "'Eleotrio apparatus for use ether as an electric motor or ае an oleotrlo 


current meter.” Г. | 
quantity meters. Relates to motor apparatus used with alternating or inter- 


mittent currents, which consists of an iron disc which ie magnetised by a sur- 


rounding coil and acted on by the poles of adjacent electromagnets, which may 


be in series with the other coils cr in sbunt. In one arrangement an iron disc, 
mounted on an axis is surrounded by coils, c c. Two end coils, e e, are situated 
at the sides and bave bars, d d, connecting their cores. These coils, e e, and 
the coils, c c, may be in the same oiicuit ar.d in series or in parallel, or may be 
otherwise arranged. The effect of the changes о? polarity is to make the diso 
revolve in one direction. Thus, it may be used as a motor, or, if the rotation 
of the axis is resisted by a spring, the aj paratus may be used as a current 
meter; for & quan uiy meter the axis is connected to a counting apparatus, 
The apparatus may be variously modified; in one form the coils, e e, may be 
replaced by an iron blade which is within the action of the coils, c c. 


1,843. “improvement in rheostats and rheotomes." J. С. Mewburm. Dated 
February 17th, 1888. Relates to liquid rheostats and rheotomes, acd consists 
mainly in (1) The use of water save in excepti.nal cases; (2) The continuous 
renewal of the liquid; (8) Preventing contact of the electrodes in the liquid. the 
rbeostat being cut out when recessary by completing the circuit outside the 
apparatus; (4) breaking the circuit by withdrawing oneor both of the electrodes ; 
and (5) The use of cheap metals such as iion or lead for the electrodes, 


1,8961. ''improvemente in raphophonec or lustraments for recording and repro- 
ducing speech aad other sounds.” J. V. Johnson. (Volta Graphophene Со.) Dated 
February "th, 1888. Graphophones. Relates to the apparatus described in 
Specification No. 6,027, a.D. 1886, In which the record is out or graved bya cut. 
ting-style on a tablet of paper covered with wax, &c., the tablet being mounted 
on а rotating cylinder, and the recorder bein moved along the tablet by means 
of a feed screw, In one arrangement the tablet holder ів mounted on a shaft in 


a vertical standard, and ів driven by gearing from the main shaft. The holder is: 


slightly tapered so that the wax cylinder jams tight when pressed on; it is pro- 
vided at each end with collars forie ng Бет one collar is grooved to avoid 
endwise motion, and both are held place by pins and leaf springs. The 
gear- wheel is connected to the shaft by means of a yielding connection, such as 
a curved spring. In some cases the үөс holder is dispensed with, and 
the tablet is held between twodiscs. The feed-screw is enclosed in a sleeve on 
which run the wheels of the carriage for the recorder or reproducer. The 
carriage has an arm passing through a slot in the tube carrying a half-nut in 
which the feed screw engages. The reproducer is shown attached to the 
carriage through sockets; an arm carries a counterweight. By means of thumb 
plates placed one over the other, the nut сап be removed from the screw, and 
the style fromthetablet by one motion. A finger is fixed to the carriage by 
means of which the ра is set to any required point. The recorder is 
similar to that described in the atove-mentioned specification, but the sound 
conveying pat варе is divided near the diaphragm into a number of branches of 


equal length communicating with different points of the diaphragm, and the. 


cutting-style has a flat end. The reproducer із also similar in its main features; 
a light spring bears upon the reproducing style, which is in the form of a lever, 
and connected to the diaphragm by a thread. The hearing-tube communicates 
through a fixed tube with a pair of tubes, each of which has a pair of ear pieces 
shaped to enter the outer ear, and hang from the ridge of it, similarly two 
spesking tubes are attached to the recorder. The mechanism is started or 
stopped by a clutch actuated by a rocking shaft, and two press buttons, A 
rotary brush carried in а frame, is arranged so that itcan be brought up by band 
to the eylinder when the wax shavings are to be brushed off. А comb or saw- 
edged plate is placed near to break up the cut shavings. When two records are 
to be made simultaneously the apparatus is duplicated; two tablets and two 
recorders with a common mouthpiece and carriage are employed; and the 
carriage is permanently attached to the recorder, 


rel and Е. Paoeaud. January goth, 1888. Current and 


1,861а. “A sound oonveying tube for tel raphophones and like 
Instruments." J. Y. Johnson. Dated February 7th, Tes” 11 graphe- 
phones. In instruments such as telephones, graphophones, or the likein which 
a sound-conveying tube is employed to conduct speech, &c., to a diaphragm for 
the production of a record or for transmission, a co. ical deflector is provided, 
which leads the sound vibrations through passages to slots in a disc he'd in a 
ring with a flange carrying the diaphragm. | 

2,240.  ''imprevemente relating to dynamo-electrio machines.” Н, Н. Lake. 
Dated February 14tb, 18€8. Arma fes. Relates to special winding for drum 
armatures, and consists in using a series of coils, counterparts of each other, 
wbich are built up removably on the core. One arrangement in which the 
armature has 36 coils with two convolutions each із de:cribed. One of the:e 
coils, which are all counterparts of each other, is shown. The coil is іп two 
parts, each of which is similar to the other but of smaller dimensions, so that 
ihe smaller part of one coi! may pass through the larger parts of others. The 
sides are parallel to the axis of the armature, and the parts are arranged sym- 
metrically round the core, each smaller side being between two larger sides. AS 
this armature is for a two-pole machine, the two sides of each coil are situated 
diametrically o posite each other. The ends of each coil are curved in evolutes, 
so that when the coils are put together their ends may lie side by side sym- 
metrically. The ends of each coil are bent over for connection with the com- 
mutator segments. The coils when arranged on the core are held in position by 
movable pins. A modification is described for winding the armature of a four- 
pole machine. In this case each coil only extends round one-quarter of the 
circumference of the armature. The coil are similarly arranged to those of 
the one described above. There may be four convolutions in each coil, and 
these convolutions may be arranged in two layers. In another arrangement the 
smaller half of each coil lies next to the core, while the larger rests on an inner 
portion of another coil, In another arrangement there are four convolutions in 
each coil, and the sides are arranged alternately. There may be eight or 12 
convolutions in each coil, and these may be arranged with their larger portions 
over the smaller portions of others, the latter being in contact with the core. 
The coils may be wound on special formers. 


2,316. “improvements in dynamo-siectrio machines." 8. I. de Ferrantl. Dated 
February 15th, 1888. Relates to switches, cut-oute. The switches and fuses 
employed in connection with & special form of alternating current dynamo 
are enclosed, each in a case locked by an electro-magnet in the exciting 
circuit, so that they cannot be handled while the exciting current is passing. 


9,963. '"'improvemeats in the method of and spparatus for hoating, harden 
and tempering metailio wire." W. Holland. Dated March 14th, 1888. Wire e 
hardened, annealed, or tempered, is heated by an electric current. One 
arrangement is described for heating, hardening and tempering, but is too long 
and complicated for the purpose of abridgment. 


4,346. Improvomente in the method and apparatus for distrihuting elects ical 
energ by alternating currents from oontra! stations." d. Kapp. Dated March 
21st, 888, Distributing, regulating, switches. Relates to a system of electric 
distribution by means of alternating currents and electrio transformers acting 
with regulating transformers. ‘lhe specification cannot be wel abridged 
without reference to a drawing. 


6,481. ‘‘Improvements relating to electrical transmission of power and to 
apparatus therefor.” Н. Н. Lake. (N. Tesla.) Dated May Ist, 1888. Distributing: 
Relates to the transmission of energy by using electromotors with two or more 
independent circuits connected up to separate circuits on the armature of an 
alternating current generator. Numerous forms and arrangements of appa- 
ratus are described. One arrangement is shown in which a core is ring-shaped 
&nd is wound with four coils, the opposite pairs being connected in series to two 
pairs of collectors, which, through contact rings, receive currents from two 
separate coils, on the armature of the alternativg current generator. By this 
arrangement the poles of the ring progress ely advance and the magnet is 
made to rotate about its axis at a speed €qual to, or in proportion, to that of the 
armature of the generator. The magnet may be replaced by an electro-magnet 
supplied by a separate current. In another form, the armeture ring rotates 
within а sheet of iron constituting the fleld magnets and is constructed with 
two coils ar rar ged st right-anples on а drum-shsped соге, and bas its coils 
connected by & double set of collectors and contact rings with ihe separate 
coils of the generator. In another form, the motor consists of a magnet 
rotating within a stationary ring of magnets with three pairs of poles having 
coils connected with three separate coils on thegenerator armature. In another 
for the motor has a rotating magnet enclosed by two flat coils arranged at right. 
angles, and the generator has a stationary pole armature with its pairs of coils 
connected to the separate flat coils of the motor, 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of ару of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W, Р. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps), 


10,137. “Improvements in or eennected with electric lamps." ft. Кгаув. Dated 
June lst, 1900. Incandescent lamps отне are latipes, rd magnesia 
incandescence body, as described in Specification No. 19,424, д.р. 1897, and а 
preliminary heater therefor, are both connected at one end to one terminal, their 
other ends being connected through separate terminals to an ordinary hand or 
automatic switch, by which current may be cut off from the heater when the 
magnesia bcdy has become incandescent. An ordinary incandescent lamp may 
be connected in parallel with the heater, to give light during the preliminary 
heating of the magnesia body. The preliminary heater may be a platinum wire 
oran arc produced between carbons, the parallel lamp not being necessary 
when an arc is used. 4claims. 

10,142. “Improvements in printing-telegraph apparatus." D. Murray. Dated 
June 1st, 1900. Printing-telegraph А, areas is 9 so that a er pro- 
duced in the form of & perforated strip of paper, is employed to control 
the action of a type-writer or type-setting or type-casting machine, 8 claims. 

10,172. '' improvements in apparatus for starting and controlling eleetrio motors.” 
T. Preece. Dated June 2nd, о. A motor starter and conttoller is provided 
with an electro-magnet for firmly holding the sliding contact-arm in any 
required position on the series of resistance cr fleld-winding contacts when the 
circuit ів closed, and for releasing it when the circuit is broken, the said electro- 
magnet being also employed for throwing in or out of gear the mechanism by 
which the contact arm is actuated. 4 claims. 

10,181 “Means for eleotricaily genorating steam." C. E. Griffing. Dated June 
2nd, 1900. A boiler is heated by passage of current through conductors in 
internal tubes, and surrounding its cylindrical ehell, the feedwater being pro- 
jected against these from small p erforations in the underside of parallel tubes. 
The current is supplied from a dynamo, diiven at first by & gas or gasoline 
engine, and afterwards by a steam engine, supplied from the boiler itself. 7 
claims. я | 

10,214. “‘imprevements тыа te electrical ignition devices applloahle to Internal 
combustion and like maohineo.”” J. A. McMullen. Dated June d, 1900. One or 
both of the conductors to the sparking points of an electric ignite аге made 
hollow for the circulation of water to cool the sparking points, and prevent 


premature ignition. 8 claims. 

10,218. “improvements in olsotrio energy moters.” W. L. Wise. (Lux’sche 
Industriewerke Actiengeseilschaft ; Ludwigehafen а Rhino, Germany). Dated June 

d, 1 A motor meter has stationary main current field coils and an open 
coil commutator armature. Preferably three coils are used, secured on the 
sides of two small triangular blocks placed at the proper distance apart on the 
armature spindie. Each coil may extend witbin the next one in order. Опе 
end of each coilisconnected to a section of а small commutator in the pressure 
circuit, the other ends being connected together. To prevent sparking, each 
armature coil has an additional closed wirding, or two stationary closed circuit 
coils are placed diagonally in the main field. The meter may be used for alter- 
na Е currents of any frequency, or continuous currents, without alteration, 
8 claims, 
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No. 1,268. 


500-VOLT ELECTRIC SHOCKS. 


THE conclusions which Mr. Trotter draws from the paper 
read by him before the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
are three in number; the dangers have been much mis- 
understood, greatly exaggerated, and little investigated. 
With the last we are in cordial agreement; the dangers may 
also have been misunderstood, but with regard to being 
exaggerated, we feel bound to join issue with the author, 
whose paper we take it, is, unwittingly enough so far as Mr. 
Trotter’s good intentions are concerned, likely to do more 
harm than good. 

Presumably Parliament has placed the safety of Ше 
public in the hands of the Board of Trade, to which 
Mr. Trotter is the technical adviser. 
tuevefore, that every electrical employé, whether in a factory, 


It seems only right, 


sub-station, in the street, or anywhere, should be “ looked 


after" 


by someone who is likely to know more about 
We mention this latter hard- 
worked official, because Major-General Webber would scem 


to prefer to let a Coroner and his merry men settle whether 


the matter than a Coroner. 


blame is to be attached to employers in case of a fatal 
accident. 

Some sub-stations have been death-traps, and so have some 
sv'tchboards also. Surely, five switchboard accidents in a 
year (1900) shows that, switchboard attendance is a some- 
what dangerous occupation. 

Let us look for a moment at а sensational article which 
appeared us а * Special" in the Pell Mall Gazelle of tle 
Gth inst. We reproduce it iu its entirety, without attempting 
to correct any of its original phraseology :— 


The published reporta of the paper read a few days avo, before 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers, by Mr. A. P. Trotter, elec- 
trical adviser tothe Board of Trade, omitted to describs the interest- 
ing practical demonstrations with which Mr. Trotter accompanied 
his thecries. Mr. Trotter lectured on “ Electric Shocks at 500 
Volts"—the standard pressure by which British electrical railroads, 
the Central London Tube" among the number, are worked. It 
was his aim to prova that, except under extraordinary conditions, no 
s:rious danger need be anticipated from а shock of this strength. 
Popalar beliet to the contrary he set down as due to iguerance, and 
to modern journalistie sensationalism,” although it was admitted 
that even “the technical press and eminent practical electrical 
traction engineers seem to have a horror of 500 volts.” 

To show that all this was “mere superstition," Mr. Trotter had 
provided himself with a complete section, about 6 ft. in length, of 
the “Tube ” track, specially prepared and tested by Major D'Alton, 
chief engineer of the Central London Railway. This section was 
placed on the lecture platform, and a current of 500 volts turned 
into the centre rail, which (as in the“ Tube“) was uncovered. Mr. 
Trotter first stood with one foot on the current and one oa the 
outer rail without experiencing апу shock. He then deliberately 
sut dowa upon the live rail, and lay with part of his body on an 
outer rail and part on the live rail, equally without sensation. The 
ordinary evening dress which he wore was apparently sufficient to 
resist shock. 

Next, having removed hia dry boots and substituted shoes which 
had been in the wet for about two hours, he stepped on the rails 
again with a negative result. On touching the live rail with his 
finger while in this position, however, be received a smart shock, 
such as one receives from the familiar galvanie battery. Finally 
having soaked his handkerchief in water and placed it on the live 
rail, he was able to sit on the outer rail and touch the handkerchict 
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with his naked hand for varying intervals, experiencing only 
“slight pinpricks, without any perceptible after-effect.” 


Now the first thought which would strike one on reading 
this instance of * modern journalistic sensationalism ” is, 
from where did Mr. Trotter get his 500-volt pressure ? 

It was from a testing battery of Messrs. Sutherland and 
Marcuson, as illustrated on page ХХІХ, of our business 
pages for last Friday, so it is no wonder that the smart 
shocks were only such аз one receives from the familiar 
galvanic battery. Тһе makers were good enough to send 
us а box containing 50 cells, which gave an E. M. F. of 
50 volts only, with an internal resistance of 70 obms. It is 
evidently out of order, and possibly so was Mr. Trotter’s ; but 
anybody who has ever been engaged in the operation of cable 
testing must have frequently received shocks from batteries 
good-sized Leclanchés—of 500 volts, with the result of a 
burned finger, but nothing more serious. Such a battery would 
probably have an internal resistance of 500 olims or more, 
which, added to the body resistance, prevents a dangerous 
current from passing. Moreover, if the external resistance 
becomes soreduced as to be just equal to the internal, the differ- 
ence of potential between terminals is reduced to half of 
what itis when the external resistance is high compared with 
the internal. 

We look upon these manifestations of Mr. Trotter, there- 
fore, as unworthy of serious thought, as they cannot be con- 
sidered the equivalent of what occurs in electric traction 
working with 500 volts where the generator has no internal 
resistance to take into consideration. 

Again, the exhibitions given by Mr. Trotter are beside the 
mark. Would he purposely fall down on the track of the 
“Tube” railway and catch hold of the live rail with one hand 
and a running rail with the other ? А man’s first instinct is to 
catch hold of something to save himself, if he falls or 
happens to be in danger of losing his balance. 

Would he, while inspecting tramways, deliberately grasp 
the hand-rail (supposing it earthed) with one hand, and grasp, 
not simply / et, the trolley wire with the other, each hand 
being skin to metal’ The danger scems to us to lie in 
being unable to release one's grasp, but we see nothing in 
Mr. Trotter's paper on this vital point. 

It is quite impossible to place limits of voltage upon the 
numerous and quite different cascs of electric shock ; death 
may occur, and has been known to take place, with less than 
500 volts, and, on the other hand, shecks from pressures of 
&cveral thousands of volts have not proved fatal. 

The individual himself, or, rather, his physiological 
condition, plays an important part, and the path of the 
shock, the current strength, duration of contact, skin resist- 
unce, and other fuctors, all combine to determine whether 
death shall ensue or whether the victim shall recover. 

Sufficient importance has not been given to the question 
of the resistance of the human body, although it has long 
been known that such resistance decreases with the increase 
of the applied pressure. 

For instance, let us take а hand-to-hand resistance. The 
poor fellow who was recently killed in the Alhambra 
Theatre of Varictics at Atterelilfe, Sheffield, alfords a good 
example for what we are about to say, although 200 volts 
apparently sufficed to bring about his end, 

The evidence showed that he grasped a bracket with koth 


hands, and that the current passed from one to the other 
through his body. 

More than 10 years ago, when experimenting with 
dynamo currents, Messrs. Lawrence and Harries found with 
metal electrodes the wet hand-to-hand resistance to be only 
1,500 ohms, but Dr. Waller gives 1,000 ohms as a 
minimum. 

On July 6th of last year we published a most interesting 
and highly suggestive paper by Mr. Hooper, on ** The 
Electrical Resistance of the Human Body." Brass rods 
as clectrodes, about 4 in. in diameter, were used for the 
hand-to-hand tests, the pressure varying from a few volts 
up to 125. "The resistances obtained with a number of 
examples varied between 1,000 and 2,000 ohms when the 
voltage employed was 100 to 125 volts. At lower voltages 
the resistance was much higher, but that the diminution of 
resistance with high voltages did not depend upon a tighter 
grip of the electrodes due to muscular spasm was shown by 
substituting heavy pieces of metal resting upon the open 
palms. 

Experiments with alternating currents yielded the same 
results, though with a frequency of 130 no one was found 
willing to endure more than 50 volta. 

A significant feature in these experiments was the distinct 
increase of the moisture of the skin of the palms of the hand 
after high voltage experiments, and Mr. Hooper further 
found that the resistance of the body during the first one or 
two-hundredths of a second, after being subjected to prcs- 
sures of from 50 to 100 volts, is much higher than that found 
after the current has acted for several seconds, Who knows, 
then, but that the resistance of the body, after prolonged 
contact, becomes a mere fraction of what is usually looked 
upon as its normal, and that the killing currentis not merely 
one of so many milliamperes, but of amperes? Measure- 
ments of body resistance have usually been made with a few 
cells and a Wheatstone bridge, but this method is absolutely 
useless to enable one to gather any idea of what current may 
pass through the body from high-pressure wires. 

Moreover, one can readily conceive of a vast difference 
between direct current and alternating current systems from 
the capacity point of view, when, under the same con- 
ditions, the current through the body from an alternating 
system may be many times greater than that with the 
other. 

We hope that engineers who have had practical experi- 
ence in these matters will come to the fore, and show that 
the technical press has good reason for believing there is real 
danger in shocks from 500 volts, and that its warnings are 
not mere superstition." 

We know, for instance, there is always the possibility of an 
explosion in a steam boiler, and we take every precaution to 
meet such danger, but we don’t play about with a kettle . 
aud then tell “the man in the street“ that he can go 
апа sit on the safety valve of a high pressure boiler. 

We acquit Mr. Trotter himself of any suspicion of sensa- 
tionalism, but the danger lies in the use the “ modern 
journalist" makes of such experiments, uud we cannot rid 
ourselves of the idea that papers such as these, whieh scek 
to minimise, if not actually to ridicule, the effects of the 
dangers to which many of us may at any moment be 
exposed, are far more conducive to the increase of fatal 
shocks than to safeguarding the publie against them. 
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THE FINAL LOCALISATION OF “EARTHS” 
ON LOW-TENSION NETWORKS. 


By A. P. McDOUALL, A. M. I. E. E. 


Ax fargument which is still occasionally used against the 
solid system of laying mains, is that it is necessary to open 
up long lengths of the footway or roadway in order to find a 
fault, whereas with a drawn-in system, a faulty cable may be 
pulled out without seriously disturbing the pavement. 

The following notes are to show that this is not the case, 
and that with instruments which are found in every central 
station it is quite possible to test out and calculate the 
position of the fault to within a yard or two, when the 
ground over the fault may be opened, and the cable 
repaired. 

The faulty section having been found by throwing off and 
testing section by section, the position of the fault may be 
determined fairly accurately by a loop test. 


For the battery, a couple of five-ampere secondary cells 


may be employed ; but as a rule it will be found more con- 
venient to use current from the mains through a bank of 
lamps where one main is “earthed,” or it is permissible to 
earth it temporarily. A board on which about a dozen lamp 
holders are fixed and connected in parallel makes a handy 
apparatus for regulating the current used. 

The  galvanometer should be sensitive and of low- 
resistance, and spring or gravity controlled, but gcod results 
have been obtained, using the galvanometers in the Silver- 
town and the Nalder Bros’. standard insulation testing sets, 
- although considerable annoyance is caused by deflections due 
to the pieces of iron so constantly moving about in public 
thoroughfares, such as perambulators, bicycles, umbrellas, 
hob-nailed boots, wired hat brims, &c. 

As an example, suppose that the fault is on the negative 
of a three-wire system, with the middle wire permanently 
carthed, that it has been traced down to a 130-yard length 
of 61:12 cable, and that the corresponding positive cable 
is of the same section, and its insulation good. 

Switch off all houses supplied from this length, throw the 
positive and negative cables dead, and make a good short- 
circuit connection at one end of them ; if the disconnecting 
arrangements do not allow this to be done thoroughly, a 
piece of 1,12 copper wire may be soldered or well clamped 
to the cables or terminals, its exact length between cables 
measured, multiplied by 61, and the product added 
to the total length of the two cables, giving a result of (say) 
280 yards. 

At the other end the galvanometer, with a key in series, is 
connected across the two cables, and a length of new binding 
wire is measured off to scale ; half an inch to the yard gives 
11 ft. 8 in., which is a convenient length for working. 

The binding wire is carefully connected across the two 
cables and supported so as to hang clear of “earth,” one 
pole of the lamp board is connected to a live wire and a wire 
from the other pole of the lamp board is loosely hooked 
round the length of binding wire near the negative cable. 

A lamp is put into one of the holders on the board, the galvano- 
meter circuit closed, and the hooked wire from the lamps is 
slid along the binding wire until balance is obtained; then 
а few more lamps are put in and a shorter zero found, the 
zero position on the wire is kinked, and the number of half 
inches of wire between the kink and the negative cable gives 
the distance in yards from the testing end to the fault. 

It is generally advisable to repeat the test from the other 
end, and take the mid-point of the positions calculated as 
that of the fault. 

The service cables in the vicinity of the point indicated 
should be tested before opening up the street. 

In the case of long cables, such as feeders and pilot wires, 
it ів often more convenient to do all measuring on а map. 

If the section of the cable is not the same all round the 
loop, or when parts of the loop are composed of cables in 
parallel, it is, of course, necessary to allow for these in 
calculating the ** length " of the loop, and in measuring up 
for the fault. 


The following gives an extension of this test, which may 


be useful in cases where the disconnecting arrangements are 
difficult of access, or where all joints are permanent :— 


The diagram represents a part of a two-wire network, 
which has no disconnecting arrangements. 


Testing from a with a short circuit at т, the loop is 

(G H ок! (K He 

A EE to e T] 
the fault if it is in ABG Or K L. 

If the position g given by this first test is n, cut the faulty 
cable at, say, г ‚ and test on the loop F E D СЕ on the опе 
cable only; if this test gives С as the position of the fault, 
it must lie in n c, otherwise tLe position of the fault can be 
measured off at once. 

Similarly, other loops, H G 1 K H, after cutting at н, and 
rau kK) 
IK 

it lies between G r and M. 

One or two lamps in circuit do not very seriously affect a 
test of this kind, and it is even possible to get a fairly good 
“localise” on a loop like c p E r without depriving the 
consumers of the few lights that may be in use in the day- 
time. 

In this case tlie fault must be a dead earth, the binding 
wire used for the meter bridge must be thick, and the test- 
ing current large compared. with the load on the section 
under test. "The main to which the faulty саб'е has been 
connected is earthed, and the lamps on the cable under test 
are thus supplied through earth and the fault, the other cable 
being kept alive. 


B A, this gives the position of 


LKIMM | т will give the position of the fault if 


ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE FURNACES. 


A LENGTHY article by Otto Vogel bearing the above title 
has recently appeared in a German periodical, the following 
portions of which seem to be of sufficient interest to warrant 
abstraction. Electrical furnaces are theoretically of two 
kinds, those using the arc, and those heated by resistance ; 
but in practice the two systems are so closely connected that 
both phenomena may be said to cccur in the one apparatus. 
The essential difference then is rather to be found in the fact 
that resistance furnaces have the electrode or resistance piece 
firmly fastened at both ends, whereas arc furnaces are pro- 
vided with one movable and one fixed electrode. When 
these furnaces were first employed for manufacturing pur- 
poses, the power needed to effect a certain operation was 
frequently over-estimated, and in consequence arc furnaces 
were adopted where later experience has shown resistance 
furnaces to be amply powerful: this is not to say that the 
latter are only capable of yielding lower temperatures than 
the former, but rather that in many smelting operations the 
employment of the arc causes a waste of energy. 

In resistance heating, it is desirable that for a given cress- 
scctional area the clectrcde shall have the largest surface 
possible, short of making it mechanically weak, in order that 
the transference of heat to the material under treatment may 
be sufficiently rapid. This consideration will affect the shape 
of the resistance piece ; for instance, three elcctrodes may be 
constructed each of 1,200 mm. cross- scctional area, the 
first being circular and 29 mm, in diamenter, the second 
Square and 34 mm. in width of side, and the third oblong, 
80 x 15 mm. Per 1 metre in length, these will have sur- 
faces of 122,000, 140,000, and 190,000 sq. mm. respec- 
Lively, and their cfliciencies will stand in the ratio of 6: 7 : 9, 
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3y making the circular electrode hollow, 30 mm. in internal 
and 46 mm. in external diameter, the effective surface will 
be 146,000 sq. mm. per 1 metre in length, with the same sec- 
tion as before ; and although it will be only 8 mm. thick in 
the walls, it will be stronger than the solid cylinder of equal 
resistance. Other modifications in shape at once suggest 
themselves, and have been patented at different times. 

To test the rate of oxidation in air, a carbon resistance 
piece 400 x 80 x 15 mm. was treated with a current of 
500 amperes, At first the electrode was raised to a bright 
red heat, but as it burnt away the current density increased, 
and the temperature rose until it attained that of extreme 
whiteness. After five hours the test was interrupted and 
the carbon measured. Its vertical dimension had decreased 
from 80 to 60 mm., its width at the top had fallen from 15 
to 7 mm., its width at the bottom had diminished to a 
knife edge. From an original section of 1,200 sq. mm. the 
clectrode had decreased to one of 210 sq. mm., or five-sixihs 
of it had disappeared ; and the current density had accord- 
ingly risen from 0 41 ampere to 2:38 amperes per sq. mm. 
With the view of obtaining a rough idea of the tempera- 
tures to which such a resistance may be raised, an electrode 
of the same size as before was packed in powdered lime so as 
only to leave its flat upper surface exposed to the air. The 
rod was first warmed for 15 minutes with a current of 300 
amperes, and then Seger concs, in order of increasing 
melting points, were laid on its bare surface, the current 
being strengthened every five minutes. "The results of this 
experiment are best shown in tabular form :— 


Amperes per Seger cone Corresponding Metal or substance 
sq. mm. NO. temperature, capable of being melted. 

0^5 0:22 590" C. Up to zinc. 
0 33 0:18 710? === 
0:45 04 990° Ме, Be, Ag, 
054 0:2 1,110° Au, Cu. 
0:66 4 1,210° Cast-iron, brick. 
1:2 24 1,600° Wrought-iron, lime. 
1:6 36 1,8507 Pt, kaolin, fire-clay. 
2:0 — 2,300° Os, Ir, &e. 


Above 2 amperes per sq. mm., the foregoing carbon was 


replaced by a circular rod having an original diameter of 
20 mm., which finally fell to 8 mm. The electrode still 
remained solid at densities of 4 and 6 amperes рег sq. mm., 
and only at 8 amperes did it begin to volatilise, actual 
melting not being noticed. These temperatures explain how 
it is that in a resistance furnace calcium carbide begins to be 
formed at a current density of 1*2 amperes, while a perfectly 
liquid product is obtained at a density of 2 amperes. 

If a carbon red heated in this fashion is examincd, 
it will be found to have suffered considerably. In 
the process of its manufacture it is baked at a temperature of 
1,300? or 1,400? C., but such a heating does not prepare it to 
withstand densities of 2 amperes per sq. mm. or upwards. 
Quite apart from external combustion it will be seen to have 
become thinner, smaller, and shorter ; and since it is firmly 
fixed at either end, the connections are weakened. The 
carbon is also affected internally, being converted more into 
the nature of graphite, and thus it becomes harder and more 
resistant, In the manufacture of calcium carbide, too, it lias 
to be remembered that not only does the lime of the charge 
attack the carbon of the charge, but. it also attacks the 


carbon rod; and a similar action will take. place whenever, 


any substance is heated in presence of a lime flux. 


As already mentioned, lime begins to fuse at a current 


density of 1:2 amperes per sq. mm., and at 2 amperes 
calcium carbide is produced freely near the electrode. ‘This 
action, however, ceases at a distance of 3 or 4 em., and 
although the rest of the furnace charge is incandescert, it 
sinters rather than becomes fluid. This semi-liquid mass 
then forms a gradually growing lump which conducts part of 
the current, so that the electrode proper steadily ceases to be 
the sole source of heat; while the molten carbide permeates 
the half-solid mass, forming a mixture of gocd carbide and 
crust which cannot be economically separated. If, therefore, 
a resistance furnace has only one electrode, it becomes 
necessary for the attendants periodically to break up this 
semi-li quid material, and in particular to prevent the forma- 
tion of a covering or roof over the carbon rod.; an operation 
which is dificult and unpleasant to perform. 

If a re-istanee furnace is to work smoothly, it requires to 
be fitted with a set of electrodes arranged. gridiron fashion, 


+ 


as has been proposed in Ger. Pat. 120,831, of February 8th, 
1900. By this improvement a formation of crust still occurs 
left and right of the grid, but not above it (so the claim 
runs) ; and since the finished carbide constantly drops, by its 
own weight, to the bottom of the furnace in the shape of 
stalactites, the raw material on top is always free to descend 
to take its place. With five electrodes 1,200 mm. long, 
100 mm. in vertical, and 15 mm. in horizontal diameter, the 
weight of the grid is 13:5 kg., its area 7,500 sq. mm., and 
its resistance 0:003 w. At a density of 2 amperes, 15,000 
amperes are required, which must be introduced at а pressure 
of 45 volts. This demands about 1,100 (German) H.P., 
about 920 being utilised in the furnace. But inasmuch as 
eleetrodes 1,200 mm. long are not convenient in practice, it 
is better to have the same length in three separate furnaces 
arranged in seriea, and better still, in order to have a reserve, 
to erect four distinct furnaces with connections so made that 
three are at work together. Without diminishing the output 
of carbide, the vertical diameter of these rods may be reduced 
to 80 mm., so that the section is only 6,000 sq. mm.—an 
alteration which enables the current density to be increased 
to. 2'5 amperes per sq. mm., if necessary, with the same 
generating plant. Calculating from the above larger resist- 
ance pieces, there is in the three furnaces a total heating 
surface of 13,800 sq. cm., whereas in arc furnaces with three 
electrodes each of 150 x 150 mm., the surface would be 
only 675 sq. em. Taking the actual make of carbide at 
0:2 kg. per H.P.-hour, and assuming that only 900 н.р. 
are utilised in the resistance furnaces, the yield in each 
should be 180 kg. per hour, or 540 kg. in all three. 
The arc furnace gives too concentrated a heat, while 
the resistance furnace distributes it over a larger area ; and 
80, in practice, the latter method of manufacturing 
caleium carbide is considered by the author to be more 
economical. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


NORTH AND Ѕоотн SHIELDS ELHCTRTC RRNIL WAL. 


A COMMITTEE of the House of Commons, presided over by Lord 
Elgin on 4th and 5th inst., considered this Bill which seeks to con- 
nect North and South Shields by an electric railway under the River 
Tyne. 

"Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Rollate represented the promoters, and 
Mr. Erskine Pollock, K.C., represented the Cyclists’ Touring Club. 
There were also several private petitioners. 

Mr. FITZGERALD, in opening the case, pointed out the great 
difficulty experienced in getting communication between two such 
importaut towns, for at present the only means of conveyauce were 
some antiquated and inconvenient ferries. He referred to previous 
schemes which had been brought forward for connecting the two 
towns, and said that there could be no objection to the present Bill 
on the ground of any possible interference with navigation. Tuey 
had agreed upon clauses with the Tyne Improvement Commissioners, 
who were not in opposition to the Pill. What was proposed in 
carry ing out the scheme was a tube railway of the type with which 
people were now familiar in London. The railway would com- 
mence with a station immediately adjoining the South Shields 
station on the North-Eastern Railway, to that persons travelling by 
the railway would be able to get into the underground railway by 
merely crossing the street. A tunnel would run under one of the 
main streets gradually descending to the river and passing under it 
at a proper depth, and the railway would terminate in North Shields 
at a convenient distance from the existing railway station there. 
He did not thiuk the desirability of the improvement would be 
contested. Having dealt with the opp. sition of members and the 
publie, Mr. Fitzgerald contended that the Cyclists Touring Club 
had no right to be heard against the Dill. 

Mr. PoLLOock contended that the Cyclists’ Touring Club repre- 
sented all cyclists, and what they protested against was the charges 
which bad been proposed to inflict on cycles. The Bill proposed 
to charge 6d. and 1s. for cycles, while first-class passengers would 
only have to pay a fare of 2d. 

Tne Committee ruled that the Cyclists’ Club had no locus standi. 

Mr. Cuas. Н. Gapssy, of Westmicxter, engineer to tbe scheme, 
gave evidence, and explaincd tbe construction of the railway. He 
said there would be lifts at the North Shi Ids station, but at South 
Shields the line woul і be nearer the surface, and access to it would 
be by means of steps or inclined ways. The tailway would run through 
a cast-iron tube, the diameter of which would not exceed 13 ft., 
except at the stations, where it might be widened up to 30 ft. The 
tube would be constructed with a sliicld on the same principle that 
had been aleptcd, and was now in opcration, on the tube railways 
in London. 

In reply to Lord Erais, Wirsrss said the width of the river at 
tie point where the tube would pass under it was about 1,000 ft., 
s'igatly wider than the:Thanes at tbe Tower Bridge. 
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Cross-examined by Mr. SgonTT, WitTress said the railway might 
not come nearer the surface than 30 ft. He did not think that with 
the system on which the line would be worked there would be any 
serious nuisance arising from vibration. The system would be in 
accordance with the report issued by the committee appointed by 
the Board of Trade to inquire as to the vibration caused by tube 
railways. 

Mr. GALBBAITH, consulting engineer to the promoters, said there 
would be no nuisance arising from vibration. The dead weight 
would be taken off the axles. 

The Committee found the preamble of the Bill proved, but the 
consideration of the clauses was postponed. 


On 6th inst., the Committee went through and adjusted the 
clauses, and ordered the Bill to be reported to the House for third 
reading. 


LEICESTERSHIBE AND WARWICKSHIRE ELECTRIC POWER BILL. 


Ox 6th inst. a Select Committee of the House of Commons, pre- 
sided over by Colonel Welby, commenced the consideration of the 
above Bill, promoted by the Warwickshire Electric Power Com- 
раоу. Mr. Balfour Browne, К.С., Mr. C. A. Russell, K.C., and Mr. 
Brydges appeared for the promoters. There were several opponents, 
including the Corporations of Loughborough and Coventry and the 
Chilvers Coton Urban District Council (represented by Mr. Claude 
Baggallay, K.C., and Mr. Square), Aston Manor, Erdington and 
Rugby District Councils, the Sutton Coldfield Corporation, and 
the Ashby-de-la-Zouch Urban District Council (represented by Mr. 
Wedderburn, K.C., and Mr. W. Hutchinson); Mr. Vesey Knox 
appeared forthe Rugby Rural District Council, the Coalville Urban 
District Council, and Mr. Frere represented the Market Harborough 
District Council. 

Mr. Batrour Browne, K.C., in opening the case for the pro- 
moters, said the Bill was one for incorporating and conferring 
powers on the Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power 
Company, and although there were a great number of appearances 
against the Bill, there were a great many petitioners in favour 
of it, consisting of local authorities, colliery owners and 
manufacturers. As the Committee were aware, this was not 
the first electric power distribution Bill that bad come before 
Parliament. There had been a large number of such Bills dis- 
cussed before Parliamentary Committees in the last two sessions. 
Those Bills bad for their object the bringing of this country into 
line with other countries, but even then they were seriously behind- 
hand in supplying electricity for power purposes. The first Bill 
was that which was promoted in 18908 by the General Electric Dis- 
tribution Company, which extended over a district including 
Sheffield, Nottingham, and a number of other large towns. In the 
same year there were several other Bills with similar objects, and 
Parliament considered the matter so important, that a Joint Com- 
mittee was appointed to settle the policy which should be pursucd 
in the future, and the recommendations of that Committee had been 
the foundation of all the electric power Bills that had been brought 
before Parliament. One of the questions asked with regard to the 
General Electric Company was whether powers should be given in 
any case for the supply of electrical energy over an area including 
the districts of numerous local authorities, involving plant of 
exceptional dimensions and of high voltage, and whether, if such 
powers might be given to & company, whether any conditions should 
be imposed with respect to the system of plantto be used, and 
the construction and location of generating stations, in view 
of the powers of purchise conferred upon local authorities 
by the Act of 1888. The Committee came to the conclusion that 
the proved public advantage of electric energy in tbe generating of 
light and power, warranted the grantivg to undertakers of com- 
pulsory powers for acquiring sites for generating aud other purposes. 
They also recommended that where sufficient public advantage was 
shown, powersmight begiven of a company for tnesupply of electrical 
energy over an area including districts of numerous local authorities, 
and involving the use of plant of exceptional dimensions and high 
voltage. The Committee further thought that undertakings of that 
character might properly be aut icrised on somewhat different con- 
ditions from those imposed by the Acts of 1882 and 1558. The Act 
of 182 had practically stopped the development of the electrical 
industry iu this country, and, accordingly, Parliament, in 1888, 
passed another Act to remedy tke evil. That Act still reserved the 
pwer of purchase to the local authorities, but the period of purchase 
was extended from 31 to 42 years. But the Joint Committee in 
1898 went a step further, and said it did not appear to them that an 
undertaking supplying energy in bulk at high voltage, aud in com- 
paratively few mains, was, as a rule, so desirable for a local 
authority to acquire as a low voltage undertaking with many distri- 
buting mains. | 

By the CuHairnwan: The present Bill was for a high voltage 
supply. 

Mr. Barrovn Browne, continuing, said that practically local 
authorities were, by the repurt of the Joint Committee, deprived 
first of their power of purchase for a high voltage undertaking 
which they might want to have, and they were also deprived of the 
provisional veto they formerly enjoyed. To some extent that 
accounted for the large local opposition against his Bil. Local 
authorities were always very jealous of any private undertakings 
coming into their district, and in order that the local authorities 
might have full protection the promoters had inserted the following 
clause—Clause 40—in the Bill:—''The powers of the company for 
the supply of energy underthis Act shall be subject to the following 

restrictions:—(1) Energy shall be supplied by the company only to 


authorised undertakers and to persons requiring a supply for power. 
(2) The company shall not supply energy for lighting p 
except to authorised undertakers, provided that the energy 
supplied to any person for power may be used by such person 
for lighting any premises op any part of which the power 
is utilised. (3) The company shall not supply energy 
(except to authorised undertakers) in any area which at 
the date of the passing of this Act forms part of the area of 
supply of any authorised distribution without the consent of those 
distributors, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 
(4) If any question arises as to whether the consent of any autho- 
rised distributor is unreasonably withheld, that question shall be 
determined by the Board of Trade, and consent shall be deemed to 
be unreasonably withheld if the authorised distributors are not 
willing and in a position to give the requisite supply upon reason- 
able terms and within a reasonable time. (5) In any provisional 
order to be granted after the passing of this Act by the Board of 
Trade authorising any iocal authority, company or person to supply 
energy within the area of supply under this Act, provision may be 
made as to the taking over of any supply then given by the com- 
pany for use exclusively within the area of supply defined in such 
order.” Passing оп to explain the Bill, learned counsel said that 
the district they sought to supply was being very rapidly developed, 
and it was necessary that it should have the advantages of electrical 
energy to assist in the developmeut, especially in connection with 
coal mining, brickmaking, and other manufacturing works. The 
area proposed to be covered by the promoters was 1,340 square 
miles. Atthe present time the number of electric stations actually at 
work in the district was six, but there were 16 of the local authori- 
ties who possessed some powers with reference to electric lighting 
or tramways. The estimated population in the company's area was 
760,000, while the total number of consumers already supplied was 
only 1,545. The Bill provided for an installation of 30,000 I. H. P. 
The company proposed to take land compulsorily for six generating 
stations at Neubold-on-Avon, Leamington, Shustoke, Hinckley, 
Glenfield and Measham. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Mr. Balfour Browne might take it that 
the Committee accepted the general principle of the utility of 
electricity, but that was totally apart from local considerations. 

Mr. BaLFour Browns, continuing his address, said that the pro- 
moters were mainly local gentlemen who knew the needs of the 
district, and they had protected the interests of the local authorities 
by Clause 40. 

The CnarRMaAN observed that the clause did not contain one para- 
graph which was in the South Wales Bill. 

Mr. Влгғосв Browne replied that the clause to which the 
Chairman referred which had been omitted was, in his opinion, an 
exceedingly bad one, because under it the local authority would be 
able to fix their own price in their own district, and that would 
prove disadvantageous to the consumer. His position with regard 
to Corporations trading was, that they should be subject to the 
same competition as private companies. 

Mr. MANSFIELD Н. Миз, C.E., one of the promoters of the Bill, 
gave evidence in its favour, and said that a good and cheap supply 
of electricity in the districts proposed to be served would be of 
immense advantage to the manufacturing industries there. 

In reply to Mr. WEDDERBURN, K.C., WIrN Ess said he did not see 
that it would be unfair to a place like Sutton Coldfield, which had 
spent money on generating stations for a company like theirs, to 
step io and destroy them. In his opicion, the best policy for those 
authorities, instead of going on under conditions which would make 
it impossible for them to succeed, should be, “cut their loss” at 
once. 

Mr. WILKINSON, the general manager of the Great Western Rail- 
way, also gave evidence in favour of the scheme, as did Sir Јони 
RorLLEsTON, M.P., who gave it as his decided opinion that the 
facilities for obtaining electric power which the Bill proposed would 
be of great advantage to the industries of the district. On the 
question of the opposition of local authorities, Sir John said that 
they were very seldom, if ever, the pioneers in enterprises of that 
nature. It was generally left for a private company to make a start, 
and then, if it was successful, the local authority tried to get hold 
of it. Witness was a promoter of the Bill. He could not see that 
they were asking for a monopoly—in fact, his experience was that 
competition in these matters was good all round. 

Tne Committee then adjourned. 


At the commencement of the proceedings on Friday, Mr. Balfou 
Browne asked for an adjournment so that it might be seen if various 
matters under dispute might be scttled without troubling the 
Committee. 

After considerable discussion between counsel, the Committee 
adjourned until after luncheon. 

On the resumption, Mr. RussELL said that terms had been 
arranged with all the parties opposing. A clause had been agreed 
to which would require some verbal alteration, and he suggested a 
further adjournment until Monday, in order that the clause might 
be brought up in a complete form. 

The CHAIBMAN asked if the Committee were to understand that 
all opposition to the preamble had been withdrawn. 

Mr. WEDDERBCRN said he believed the parties had come to a 
reasonable agrecment, aud that the Committee would now not be 
greatly troubled. Practically what was done was to give to the 
local authorities that which was given to them in the case of the 
Yorkshire Bill of last session. u 

Mr. RussELL said that the Yorkshire Bill gave a certain position 
to all local authoritics authorised to distribute, and they were pre- 
pared t» give a similar position to the local authorities in this case, 
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with the addition of two authorities not already authorised dis- 
tributors, who intended to make an application to put themselves in 
that position. 

Mr. Vesey Knox remarked that it was only a question of price 
with bis clients, because they had never intended to generate elec- 
tricity. They had made an arrangement with the promoters, by 
which they would have the advantage of getting electric energy at a 
cheap price for all purposes, and had therefore secured to the 
inhabitants of the Ashley and Coalville districts an available supply 
of cheap light and power. 

After deliberating in private, the CHAIRMAN announced that the 
Committee would require evidence regarding the prices proposed in 
the Bill, and they would consider the advisability of conferring 
power to purchase in the future on local authorities. Subject to 
those provisions they found the preamble proved. 

Mr. HanBis, of the firm of Sir Fred. Bramwell & Harris, elec- 
trical engineers, of Westminster, said the price was to be revised 
every 10 years. If they lowered the price to one customer, it must 
be lowered all over the area, and the price must automatically drop 
as they found it more easy to supply the current at a lower price. 
He knew of no electric power Bill in which a purcbase clause had 
been introduced. Such a clause was introduced into one or two 
Bills, but 16 was cast out, аз it was found to be inpracticable. The 
company would encourage local authorities to obtain provisional 
orders for the distribution of electricity. 

The Committee then adjourned till Monday. 


On the resumption of the proceedings on Monday, Mr. BALFOUR 
Browne said that while the points of difference with most of the 
opponents had been settled, yet they had not been able to quite 
settle terms with the Urban District Councils of Coalville and 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch. The new clause, 34 F, for the protection of 
those Councils had been drawn up as follows :— 
months after the passing of this Act the Council so requires the 
company, and the Council sball enter into an agreement containing 
the following provisions which shall thereupon be binding upon 
the Council and the company respectively :—(a) The Council shall, 
within two years from the passing of the Act, apply for a provi- 
sional order under the principal Acts empowering that Council to 
supply energy within their district, and on obtaining such order 
shall take all electrical energy required by them solely from the 
company; (b) The company shall supply electrical energy to the 
Council at the price of 14d. per unit, together with an additional 
id. for any transformation to any voltage required by the Council, 
or such lower price as may be chargcd by the Council to any 
authorised distributor whose circumstances are similar; (c) The 
company sball not supply energy within the district save to 
the Council; (d) The Council shall take or pay for in each 
year such minimum quantity of energy as may be fixed, 
failing agreement by an arbitrator appointed by tbe President of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers, and (e) all other provisions usually 
inserted in agreement for the supply of energy in balk, and such 
provisions shall be settled failing agreement by а counsel 
appointed by the Attorney-General. (2) In the event of the 
Council not requiring the company to enter into such an agreement 
as aforesaid, the following provisions shall have effect for the 
protection of the Council—that is to say—(a) Nothing in the Act 
shall prejudice any application which may hereafter be made by 
the Council for a Provisional Order for the supply of energy under 
the principal Acts, and in any Provisional Order to be granted by 
the Board of Trade authorising the Council ғо to supply energy, 
provision may be made as to the taking over of any supply then 
given by the company for use exclusively within the arca of supply 
defined in such Order. (/) After tbe Council shall have obtained 
such Provisional Order, the company shall not, without the consent 
of the Council, supply energy in the district to any person (not 
being an authorised undertaker or a railway or water company, or 
the proprietors or trustees of а canal or navigation) who was not 
supplied by them previous to such place so teing the whole 
or part of the area of supply of such distributing authority.” 
He agreed to the first clause, but he asked the Committee not to 
sanction the second section. He was quite willing to enter into an 
agreement, but be did not want the Committee to legislate for the 
future in case the districts did not enter into an agreement. 

The CHAIRMAN: What you ask is that Sub-Secs. А and B should 
be struck out. 

Mr. Browne said that was so. . 

Mr. Veser Knox said he was content to leave the Committee to 
deal with the question on its merits. All they asked was that if 
no agreement were entered into, they should get the same 
protection as was afforded by Clause 49 in the Yorkshire Bill of last 
session. 

After some further discussion, the Committee deliberated in 
private, and on the proceedirgs being resumed, the CHAIRMAN said 
the Committee had decided that Sub-Clauses A and B of Clause 2 
should be omitted, and also Sub Sec. 5 of Clause 40, and that in the 
place of these three clauses, Clause 49 in the Yorkshire Bill should 
be inserted. 

Replying to the Chairman, Mr. Browne said that other districts 
taking the same quantity of energy under similar circumstances to 
Coalville, would obtain the same terms with regard to the supply. 

The Bill was ordered to be reported to the House for tbird 
reading. 


NEWPORT CORPORATION 'l'RAMWAYS. 


THE Bill of the Newport Corporation was before a Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons presided over by Mr. W. S. 
Caine on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday last week. Amongst the 
powers sought in the Bill are the construction of 11 lines of tram- 


` way about 6 miles in length altogether. 


“ (1) If within six 


The estimates in the Bill 
comprise £110,000 for tramway purposes. 

On Friday the Committee deliberated in private with respect to 
the opposition of the Great Western Railway Company to the 
running over the level crossings. On the resumption of the pro- 
cecdings, the CHAIRMAN announced that the Committee had decided 
togrant all the tramway clauses in the Bill, but expressed the 
hope that before the Bill came before the House of Lords some 
arrangement might be come to between the parties with respect to 
the level crossings. The other parts of the Bill were gone into and 
passed, and it was ordered to be reported to the House of Commons 
for third reading. | 


DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ELECTRIC Power BILL. 


THE Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill came on 
the 6th inst. before Mr. Jeffreys, Deputy-Chairman of Ways and 
Means, as an unopposed measure. Mr. Brady, the solicitor to the 
company, proved the Be of the Bill, which repeals so much 
of Section 30 of the Act of 1901 as prohibits the construction of 
stations for generating electricity elsewhere than on lands described 
in the schedule of that Act. The Bill was ordered to be reported 
to the House of Commons for third reading. 


BRIGHTON AND ROTTINGDEAN SEASHORE ELECTRIC TRAMWAY 
BILL. 


Tuis Bill came before Mr. Jeffreys, Deputy-Chairman of Ways and 
Means, on 6th inst. as an unopposed measure. It authorises the 
Brighton and Rottingdean Electric Tramway Company to divert a 
portion of their existing and authorised tramway, and construct a 
new tramway in lieu thereof. Powers are also taken to raise 
additional capital. The Bill was ordered to be reported for third 
reading. 


SOUTHPORT AND LYTHAM Твлмволр BILL. 


THE Court of Referees in the House of Commons on 4th inst. con- 
sidered the objection of the Southport and Lytbam Tramway Com- 
pany to a locus standi being granted to the promoters of the Preston 
and Lytham Light Railway Order, 1901, to oppose the tramway 
company’s Bill now before Parliament in Committee. 

Mr. TAHOURDINE said the Preston and Lytham Light Railway 
promoters opposed any extension of time as authorised in the Bill, 
as it would obstruct the making of a junction necessary to construct. 
a through route from Preston to Blackpool. 

Mr. BALFOUR BROWN R argued that the petitioners bad not the 
slightest ground to be allowed to be heard. The tramway company 
bad already the power to lay down tke tramways. 

The Committee disallowed the locus. 


NORTHUMBERLAND ELECTRIC Power Вил. 


A SELECT Committee of the House of Commons, under the chair- 
manship of Col. Welby, commenced on Monday the consideration 
of the Northumberland Electric Power Bill. The Bill seeks to 
empower the incorporation of a com] any to supply a Jarge part of 
the County of Northumberland with electricity in bulk. 

Mr. Влгғоов Browne, K.C., who, with Mr. Baggallay, K.C., and 
Mr. W. H. Dickinson, was for the promoters, said that the New- 
castle-on-Tyne Electric Company’s Bill was a rival measure. The 
promoters did not seek to supply either Tyneside or Newcastle. 
"һе Bill was really promoted by the Northern Counties Electricity 
Supply Company, Limited, which was established in 1891, and bad 
power to promote Bills. That company bad already applied for 
various provisional orders in the district embodied in the Bill. 
They had provisional orders in Blyth and Burradon, and 
had erected a generating station at Blyth, and were sup- 
plying there. They had also an order for Alnwick, which 
was 18 miles further north than Blyth, and a generating station 
was being erected there. They had also got a transfer with the 
sanction of the Board of Trade of the order of the Monkseaton 
Urban District Council, but it was not intended to crect a gene- 
rating station there epecially. The Northern Counties Company 
had also applied for orders for Bedlington, Morpeth, Ashing- 
ton, Newbigg in and other places, so that it would be seen they had 
already a great stake in the district. The Newcastle-on-Tyne Elcc- 
tric Supply Company shared, with the Newcastle and District 
Electric Lighting Company the supply of Newcastle, and the 
latter company had an agreement with the Walker local 
authority to supply that district for 10 years. The same company 
was also allied with the Wallsend Gas Company, and had certain 
rights; last year they took power to construct tramways from 
Walker to Wallsend, joining with the Tynemouth tramways 
in the Tynemouth. district. 1t would be seen, therefore, that the 
Supply Company had a district cf enormous value electrically. 
Some time ago the directors of the Northern Counties Company 
determined to promote the Bill now before the Committce, but 
they left the district of the Newcastle Company alone; they had 
avoided in any way seeking to go into their district. His company 
had not so many manufacturer; in the district, but they had a great 
many collieries, and they had the support of the colliery owners of 
the district. The Newcastle Company were now secking to obtain 
powers over a great part of the area scheduled in bis Bill; they 
did not seek to go so far north, but wished to take in a larger 
area to the west. The scheme of the promoters of his Bill 
was a simple one. It was to erect two generating stations, one at 
North Seaton and the other at Cowpen, both in the centre of the 
district, апа the energy there generated would be transmitted to 
sub-stations. All the energy would be carried underground, во that 
there would be no danger to the public. It was a remarkable 
fact that there was not a single local authority opposing the Bill. 
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His contention was that the Newcastle Company were seeking to 
invade the territory of the promoters, although they had refrained 
from invading the territory of the Newcastle Company. As to 


price, they had a sliding scale when 8 per cent. was reached, while : 


in the case of the Supply Company the sliding scale was to operate 
when the dividend had reached 9 per cent. It seemed to him that 
the only argument which could be brought forward in the саве of 
the Newcastle Company was that they already had a generating 
station at Tyneside, but that generating station would not be 
capable of supplying the energy required for the new district, and, 
as a matter of fact, he believed arrangements were now being made 
for putting up another generating station. If that was so, the 
Newcastle Company would not be ina position to supply earlier 
than his company. At present the Newcastle Company had an area 
of 30 miles, and they sought to extend that to 300 miles. He asked 
the Committee to my that the promoters of the Bill before them 


should be left alone, although he did say this, that they would take 


their Bill, even though the Newcastle Company were allowed to 


come into the district, because they believed they could supply 


cheaper than the Supply Company. 

Mr. C. S. V. Brown said he was engineer, with Mr. Fairweather, 
of the Northern Electric Supply Company, Limited. It was pro- 
posed to erect two generating stations—one on the River Blyth, 
and one on the River Wansbeck. The sites were chosen because of 
their nearness to the collieries, and also because of the supply of 
water for condensing. Each station would be of the capacity of 
8,500 KW., or 11,330 m.r. They could erect the North Seaton 


station first, and they anticipated that this would take 12 months 


to build. The Northern Counties Company had a generating station 
at Blyth, and so was in a position to supply now. The Newcastle 
Company was supplying a fat commercial district at present 
from a station with a capacity of 5,000 xw. He understood 
it was the proposal of the Newcastle Company to make 
a new station at Wallsend, and that they already had power to erect 
that station, but he did not think they would be in a position to 
give a supply to the district before his company. Indeed, his com- 
pany could supply earlier from the Blyth station. The furthest 
point to which they might be called upon to convey electricity was 
18 miles, whereas in the case of the Newcastle Company, it would 
be 25 miles. The total estimate for the two stations was £623,700. 

In cross-examination, WITNESS said they had already had appli- 
cations for a supply of current from colliery owners ; at present the 
Northern Counties Company supplied power at Blyth at 24d. per 
unit down to 14d. He certainly suggested that they would have a 
demand for 8,500 kw. The maximum prices to be charged by the 
Northumberland Electric Power Bill were 3d. and 1d., and those 
of the Newcastle Supply Company's Bill were 6d. and 2d. 

A number of local witnesses were then called in support of the 
Bill, and gave evidence as to likely demands from colliery owners 
and others. 


Кнонррл Оввлм District CoUNOIL TRAMWAYS. 
A SELECT СоммгттЕЕ of the House of Lords, presided over by 
Lord Elgin, commenced the consideration on Wednesday last 
week of the Bill of the Rhondda Urban District Council. 

Mr. BALroug Browne, for the promoters, said the Bill was to 
authorise the U.D.C. to construct and work tramways amongst 
other things. Some years ago, 12 miles of tramways were 
authorised but the only portion constructed was from Poatypridd 
to Portb, which a short time ago passed into the hands of the 
British Electric Traction Company, which had greatly improved it. 
That company had tried more than once to get a footing in the 
district. The tramway from Pontypridd to Porth passed through 
the district of the Pontypridd local authority as well as the district 
of the promoters, and both had decided to purchase the line. The 
British Electric Traction Company had asked the Board of Trade to 
extend the time within which the local authorities could purchase, 
but the Board of Trade refused the request. The tramways, 
therefore, would pass into the hands of the local authorities next 
year. He hoped the Committee would say that the tramways should be 
constructed. ‘There was no use in applying to Parliament for this 
purpose earlier, because until next year those tramways already 
existing would not pass into their hands. The benefit of the line 
would be very great. The streets along which the lines were to be 
laid were extremely narrow, and, apart from the tramways, so great 
was the traffic tbat widening and improvements in that district, 
costing £58,000, would shortly be carried out. 

A number of local witnesses were then called to prove the 
necessity for further tramway facilities. 

Mr. H. Мокалн, chairman of the Pontypridd Urban District 
Council, said his Council welcomed the proposals, and were pre- 
pared to arrange a system of working with their own tramways. 
Sir Douglas Fox considered it a most promising scheme of tram- 
ways, and one which could be worked well from one generating 
station. The total length of the lines would be a little over 18 
miles, and the cost per mile, including the construction of а new 
piece of road on which the line would be laid, would be £11,800 
per mile, or a total of £222,268. Nearly £3,000 per mile of this 
was for widenings and improvements. Mr. Robt. Hammond, 
electrical engineer, who was engaged by the Rhondda Council 
in 1900 with reference to the electric light scheme, said he 
considered the district & most suitable one for electric tramways, 
and estimated the working expenses at 6:51. per car-mile. 
Mr. J. Fell contractor, of Westminster, stated that he had 
carefully examined the estimate and believed it amply sufficient. 
Evidence was then called in opposition to the scheme by the 
owners, lessees and occupiers of property. The evidence was to 
the effect that whilst the miners were in favour of the scheme, 
those who were considerable ratepayers were against it. 

-On Monday, Mr. BRASL RT, the general manager of the Taff 


Valley Railway Company was called in opposition to the Bill, and, 
after further evidence, the committee declared the preamble of the 
Еш proved, and ordered it to be reported to the House for third 
reading. 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 


THE Standing Orders Committee have 'made the following recom- 
mendations with regard to Bills referred to them :— 

London County Council (Subways and Tramways) Bil.—That 
Standing Order 129 be dispensed with in the case of the petition of 
the:promoters of the Piccadilly and City Railway Bill. 

Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Bill.—That Standing Orders 
be dispensed with providing that tramways Nos. 4 and 9 be struck 
out of the Bill. | 

Halifax Corporation Bill.—That in the case of the Halifax Cor- 
poration Bill, the parties be permitted to introduce their additional 
provision if the Committee on the Bill think fit. 

Hove, Worthing and District Tramways.—That Standing Orders be 
not dispensed with. This Bill which accordingly drops this 
Session, was one for empowering the Brighton and Shoreham 
Tramways Company to construct new tramways іп ilieu of existing 
iramways, and to work the same by electrical energy. There 
were also powers for the construction of а large number of new 
iramways, the scheme being of considerable magnitude. 

On Monday Mr. Campion, one of the Examiners of Standing 
Orders, had before him the following Bills for proof of compliance 
with Standing Orders:— Whitechapel and Bow Railway (petition 
for additional provisions) Newcastle-on-Tyne Corporation Tram- 
ways Extension, Mexborough and Swinton Tramways, Hastings 
Tramways, Torquay and Paignton Tramways and the Birmingham 
and Midland Tramways. In the case of the Torquay and Paignton 
Tramways, the examination was postponed until March 17th, but 
in every case it was found that Standing Orders had not been com- 
plied with, and accordingly they will all have to go before the 
Standing Orders Committee, who will decide as to whether they 
shall be allowed to proceed. 


PETITIONS, 


THE following petitions have been deposited against electric 
Bills :—The Oldham Corporation against the Saddleworth, Spring- 
head and Lees Tramways Bill; the Great Western Railway against 
the Wrexham District Tramways; the Metropolitan Railway Com- 

any, the promoters of the Piccadilly and City Railway, the . 

ondon County Council and the North Metropolitan Tramways 
Company against the Great Northern and Strand Railway Bill; 
the Woolwich Metropolitan Borough Council against the London 
County Council (Electric Supply) Bill; the Tyneside Tramways 
Company and the North-Eastern Railway against the Northumber- 
land Electric Tramways; and the Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation 
iut the National Telephone Company (Kingston-upon-Hull) 

ill. 

The London and North-Western Railway Company have with- 
drawn the petition against the Leicestershire and Warwickshire 
Electric Power Bill, and the Great Western Railway Company have 
withdrawn their petition against the Cornwall Electric Power Bill. 

The conservators ofithe River Medway have withdrawn their 
opposition to the Kent Electric Power Bill; the Tyne Improvement 
Commissioners theirs to the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply 
Bill; and the Gloucester and Birmingham Navigation Company, 
and the Thornbury Rural District Council to the Gloucestershire 
Electric Power Bill. 


Garston and District Tramways and Electric Supply (Transfer ).— 
The Gener:1 Committee on Railway aud Canal Bills have reported 
that the Bill is unopposed, and have referred it to the chairman of 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The House of Lords’ Examiner on 6th inst. found Standing 
Orders proved in the case of the Rossendale Valley Tramways Bill. 

Metropolitan District Railway Bill.—On 4th inst. an application 
was made by the Metropolitan District Railway Company to Mr. 
Campion, the Examiner, for the insertion of an additional provi- 
sion in the company’s Bill. By the proposed new provision the 
company seeks to secure additional lands, to authorise the applica- 
tion of moneys raised for the sale of superfluous lands, to the general 
purposes of the company’s undertaking, and to confirm the award of 
the Board of Trade as to the system to be used in working by elec- 
trical power the undertaking of the company and the Metropolitan 
Railway Company. It was found that Standing Orders had not 
been complied with, and the matter was accordingly referred to the 
Standing Orders Committee. | | 


LEGAL. 


BRANDT v. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, 


Tis case came before Mr. Justice Kennedy in the King’s Bench 
Division on Friday. It was an action by the plaintiff, Mr. Henry 
Adolph Brandt, to recover from the defendants the balance of ап 
account he alleged to be due for the supply of mica goods to the 
defendants. Mr. Mouton Smith appeared as counsel for the 
plaintiff ; and Mr. Groser for the defendants. | 

Mr. M. SMITH, in opening the plaintiff's case, said that the goods 
in question were ordered by the defendants in this country from 
the plaintiff, who was the manufacturer of mica goods in Germany. 
The defendants counterclaimed against the plaintiff for damages. 
The shortest way would be to open the case with reference to each 
of the points raised in the defence. The claim on the writ was for 
£117 6s. 2d., balance of an account alleged to be due from 
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defendants. The defence said, first of all, that £60 15s, which 
was paid into Court, was all that defendants were liable for with 
reference to one lot of goods. 

His Lorpsuie: They say if you add our counterclaim to what we 
have paid into Court, it is enough. 

Mr. M. Swrru: On May 6th, 1901, the defendants, by letter, 
ordered from the plaintiff 398 mica segments to be built up in three 
pieces. The whole thing turned on what was meant by “ built up 
in three pieces." That order was acknowledged by the plaintiff 
on May 8th, and he began deliveries. The first arrived at the 
defendants’ works on May 28th. That was followed by other con- 
sigaments down to June 22nd, when the last lot was delivered. 
During the period of the deliveries no complaint whatever was 
made by the defendants that the plaintiff had not manufactured 
the goods properly or understood their order correctly, but 
on July Ist the defendants wrote: “We are returning you 
to-morrow the mica segments, which are of no use to us, as 
they are now built up. There is an appreciable space where the 
ends of the pieces come.” The next item in the defence was as to 
42 4s. 6d. for micanite rings, and £10 for alleged faulty and 
defective construction of two micanite cylinders— £12 14s. 6d. in 
all. These were constructed by the defendants according to a 
design sent to the plaintiff by the defendants. These were 
ordered in January, 1900, and were returned in July on the ground 
that they would not stand a certain voltage. The defendants said 
they were not bound to pay £2 4s. 6d. for the micauite rings, 
because it was to remedy faulty work, and the defendants claimed 
£10 damages for the cost of putting copper rings on the flanges. 
The defendants alleged that the plaintiff gave an implied 
guarantee that the cylinders should stand a test of 80,000 volts. The 
defendants said on January 19th that great care would have to be 
used in the manufacture of the cylinders, as they would have to 
stand a test of 80,000 volts. The plaintiff's manager, Mr. Ward, 
went and saw the defendants, and said he could not guarantee any 
test at all. He explained that they were not electrical engineers, but 
simply makers of mica goods. Defendants then said that the cylinders 
need not stand a test of 80,000 volts, but 30,000 volts. The cylinders 
were sent in July, and the defendants afterwards complained that 
they had broken down. Mr. Groser said the fault of the cylinders was 
that they were made with a 4 in. flange. A very low voltage 
was applied to the cylinders and the electric curreat began to leak 
through at the joints, and the consequence was that instead of the 
4 in. micanite flanges standing easily 45,000 volte, the current came 
through at the join. The last thing that the defendants claimed 
wis the sum of £45 damages in respect of the non-delivery by the 
plaintiff of some micanite troughs within a reasonable time from 
the receipt of the order. These troughs were ordered on January 
17th, 1900. The order was for 1,080 troughs. On March 6th the 
defendants wrote to the plaintiff to keep the trovgùs in abeyance 
until he heard further from them. Оп March 12th the plaintiff 
wrote that 150 bad already been made, and these were delivered in 
April. On March 15th the defendants wrote tbat the troughs must 
b» 2 in. longer, but all other dimensions must remain the same. 

Mr. GRoszR: My contention is that the contract was to Supply 
these troughs within a reasonable time. Asa matter of fact, we did 
rot get the last of the goods until October, which we say was an 
utterly unreasonable time, and that we were in consequence put to 
damage and loss. 

Mr. WARD, the manager of the plaintiff, gave evidence, generally 
bearing out the statement of counsel. 

During the course of this witness’s evidence it was arranged that 


the plaintiff should take back the mica segments and give up their 


claim with regard to those. 

Mr. GBOSER said that he would call his evidence before address- 
ing his Lordship for the defendants. 

Mr. Wa. B. Esson, manager of the defendants’ firm, said that if 
properly made, and if the flanges bad been properly attached, the 
cylinders would have stood a pressure of 40,000 volts. There had 
зеп a leakage through the joints of the flange, and sparks had 
passed. It was not the case that there was a hole through the 
cylinders. The joint was not properly mude, and the flange was 
not properly cemented to the barrel. The plaintiff remedied the 
thing by putting on angular rings. The опе escape was sufficient 
to render useless the whole of the cylinders. Ніз firm had accepted 
work under penalties for which the troughs were required. 

Mr. Н. J. SHEPHERD, accountant to the defendants, gave evidence 
as to the sums paid by the defendants to workmen and others for 
overtime wages in order to get the defendants’ job done 
expeditiously, which sums the defendants claimed to recover from 
the plaintiff. 

Mr. Duncan KEoGH, an electrician employed, gave evidence 
that, in his opinion, the leakage of the electrical force in the 
cylinders was caused through iusufficient insulation between the 
barrel aud the flange. 

Mr. Wat. Jas. Murr, foreman of the electrical engineers’ shop 
of the defendants, examined by Mr. GROSER, said that when the 
wire was taken off the transformer he made an examination, with 
the object of finding out where it was faulty. The leakage was 
between the flange and the barrel. Ia bis opinion t! e flanges were 
not properly attached to the cylinder. That would be the fault of 
the makers. 

The learned counsel on both sides baving briefly addressed his 
Lordsbip, his Lonpsnir, in giving judgmeut, said that the case 
would probably have taken some days to try it it had been referred 
to an official referee. Не was cf opinion that, on the first bead of 
claim, the defendants’ contention succeeded, as he had already in- 
dicated. It appeared to him that the mica segmeuts were not 
made as they should have been, and under these circumstances he 
thought that the charge for these could not be made out by the 
p'aintiff. The segments which remained warehoused by the defen- 


dants must be returned to the plaintiff. Then came the question of 
the cylinders. With regard to them, he should give judgment for 
the plaintiff for the following reasons:—They were made to a 
design which had not been tested before. The only fault. which 
was detected, and which led to the strengthening of the parte by 
the supports or rings, was that the electricity passed in some way 
between one of the flanges and the body of the cylinder. It was 
suggested by the defendants that that showed there was a weakness 
in the connection between the cylinder and the flange. He did not 
think that the defendants had made out that it was owing to a 
flaw ia the joint or to bad workmanship that the mischief happened. 
It might bethat this, which was a novel design, was essentially weak 
as а design. It was said that much greater voltage ought to be 
safely applied. There was no contract by the plaintiff for any 
particular voltage at all. It did not appear to his Lordship that 
the defect arose through any fault of workmanship. He thought 
on the question as to the delay in tbe troughs that there 
had been some unreasonable delay by the plaintiff. He thought, 
however, that the defendants’ claim on this head had been greatly 
exaggerated. For this he should allow the defendants to deduct 
£10 from the plaintiff’s claim. In the result his Lordship entered 
judgment for plaintiff on the claim for £47 48. 6d. beyond the amount 
paid into Court by the defendants, the plaintiff to have the general 
costs of the action. The defendants to have thcir costa on the 
counterclaim. 


Lonvon County COUNCIL v. METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SuPPLY Co. 


IN the House of Lords on 10th inst., an appeal was heard in this 
case which came before the Court of Appeal in May last year, on 
which occasion the decision of Mr. Justice Farwell was reversed. 
There is no need for us to cover the ground of the case again, the 
first hearing, and the appeal, having been already reported in our 
columns (see ELECTRICAL Review, May 3rd and 17th, 1901). 
Their Lordsbips last week allowed the appeal, and restored the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Farwell. The appeal was heard by the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Macnaghten, Lord Shaud, Lord Davey, Lord 
Brampton, Lord Robertson, and Lord Lindley. 


Tre SIR Hiram MAXIM Lamp Co. v. THE SIR Hiram Maxm 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Co. 


IN the Chancery Division (Friday) before Mr. Justice Swinfen 
Eady, Mr. Eve, K.C., moved, on behalf of the defendants, that all 
proceedings in the action might be stayed in order that all 
differences or disputes between the two companies might be referred 
to arbitration pursuant to an avreement. Learned counsel stated 
that the defendant company were the manufacturers of certaia 
electrical lamps, and Mr. Downey, who was iutere-ted in the matter, 
came to the conclusion that it would be desirable to form a sub- 
sidiary company in order to acquire from the parent company the , 
rigbt to mauufacture and dispose of these lamps in the United 
Kingdom. Accordingly an agreement was entered into which gave 
him for 8 certain period an option of acquiring these rights with a 
view to the ultimate promotion of a company who would take over 
those rights from him. 

Mr. Justice Eapy: What is the point between you? 

Mr. Eve said the suggestion seemed to be that the agreement was 
not & binding one, and that the contract ought to be rescinded by 
reason of mutual breaches. Downey having obtained this option 
he was required to deposit £5,000 as security for the due per- 
formance of the agreement This he had done, and it was held by 
the defendant company. The plaintiff company was also formed, 
and the action which had been begun by them claimed a rescission 
of the agreement, an injunction to restrain the defendants from 
dealing with the 45, 000 deposited by Downey; also from dealing 
with some 20,000 fully paid shares, and claiming damages. "There 
was & question as to the quality of the lamps which had been 
supplied. He submitted that under the clause in the agreement 
the matters in dispute ought to go to arbitration. 

Mr. Justice Eapy said he did not see why that part of the action 
which asked for damages should not be stayed, whilst the action 
asking for rescission should be allowed to go on. Оа the other hand, 
the plaint ffs might amend their statement of claims by striking out 
their clause for damages. 

Mr. Macnacuren, K.C., for the plaintiffs, said he would do that 
on the understandiug that the arbitration should not be proceeded 
with until the action aa to rescission had been disposed of. 

Mr. Justice Ear thought the action for rescission ought to be 
tried first. 

Mr. Eve agreed. 

Mr. MacNaGHTEN then moved a cross motion on behalf of the 
plaintiffs, seeking to restrain the defendants from dealing with the 
£5,009 aud the shares until the trial of the action. 

Mr. Eve said his clients had no intention of dealing with them, 
but he was willing to give an undertaking. 

Mr. Justice Eabr said on that underiaking he would make no 
order un the motion. 


DoLBy & WILLIAMSON v. LORD WENLOCK. 


Tius case came before Mr. Justice Wright in the King's Bench 
Division on Tuesday. Mr. McCall, K.C., and Mr. B. A. Cohen 
appeared for plaiutitis; and Mr. Lawson Walton, K.C., and Mr. 
Pairstow for the defendant. 

It appeared that the plaintiffs, who are electrical engineers, 
claimed £318 for professional charges in connection with the in- 
stallation of electric light at Lord Wenlock's seat, Escric Park, 
York. The defendant had paid £150 into Court with a denial of 
liability. The case turned on the correspondence between Mr. 
Walker, agent of the defendant, and the plaintiffs as to the amount 
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for which the work was to be done. Mr. Lawson Walton submitted 
that the work was to be executed for £3,000. The work occupied 
from October, 1900, to June, 1901, and Mr. McCall contended that 
on the letters between the parties, if there was a limit to £3,000, it 
applied only to the year 1901, the instructions being that the 
plaintiffs were to prepare a scheme which would be capable of 
development, and on which there would be much larger expendi- 
ture than £3,000 in the year 1901. In the communications which 

„ various alternative tenders were submitted to the agent, 
who decided tbat the highest was too expensive and the lowest un- 
workable. Suggestions were made by which portions of the scheme 
should be omitted, and on this part of tbe case, Mr. Walton put it 
that the letters showed that even with these reductions on a higher 
tender, the work was not to cost more than £3,000. 

His LonpeurP pointed out that the plaintiffs had charged 3 per 
cent. on a scheme which was to cost about £5,000, as well as 3 por 
cent. оп a smaller scheme. Could they charge 3 per cent. on both 
schemes ? 

Mr. McCarLL contended thft the plaintiffs were within their 
rights in doing so, as they had received instructions to prepare both 

emes. The expert evidence would show that this was the 
ordinary practice of the profession, and added that the plaintiffs 
bad written to Mr. Walker that he could not expect them to go to 
the trouble of preparing a scheme and inviting tenders, without 
compensating them for their trouble. In a further letter the 
plaintiffs had pointed out that it was unreasonable to expect the 
вате results for £3,000 as could have been obtained from an original 
estimate amounting tc almost twice that sum. 

Mr. Watron suggested that an answer to an application by 
plaintiffs for a payment on account of fees, should be read. 

Mr. McoCarLread the reply of Mr. Walker, which was to the 

effect that he would not pay any fees, because he considered that 
the plaintiffs’ charges were exorbitant, and that Lord Wenlock was 
entitled to damages, because of the inferior work which had been 
done. 
v Mr. E. R. DorsY,one of ths plaintiffs, gave evidence of inter- 
views he had with Mr. Walker as to the installation, and stated that 
he was told the defendant did not want to spend more than £3,000 
in the first year, and subsequent work was left open for future con- 
gideration. 

Mr. Walker, in a letter dated March 27th, 1901, had agreed 
to spend £3,260 in the first year, and the tender submitted was for 
£3,040. That was a workable scheme, the lower figure having been 
arrived at by reducing the size of the battery. The 3 per cent. was 
charged on the smaller scheme, as well as on the original one, 
because plaintifishad to prepare fresh drawings, and arrange the 
plant in a different manner. Mr. Walker never said there was a 
limit of £3,000, and plaintiffs were only to be paidonthat. Plaintiffs 
prepared a scheme of which sections could have been carried out for 
£3,000, but Mr. Walker put in other sections which raised the cost. 
The work which had been carried out by others was according to 
the plans prepared by plaintiffs. ` 

Mr. WALTON said he did not dispute that the scheme which had 
been carried out was workable, but what he did suggest was that the 


plaintiffs had prepared a scheme which was not workable, and for 


which they charged their fees. | 

Mr. Рогву, continuing, said the charges of the plaintiffs were fair 
and reasonable, and according to the usual practice. In сговв- 
examination, he claimed that an electrical engineer was entitled to 
be paid scale fees even if the scheme was not approved. : 

Mr. Burstatt, electrical engineer, said the charges made by the 
plaintiffs were usual in the profession. Cross-examined, the witness 
said, generally speaking, he agreed that the estimate should be 
carried out for within 20 per cent. of the figure quoted before the 
engineer could be considered as entitled to his fees. 

Mr. Wa Ton, for the defence, said that the defendant was anxious 
that the plaintiffs should be paid something, and he considered the 
sum paid into Court ample payment for the services the plaintiffs 
had rendered. The limit of £3,000 had been fixed upon, but 
plaintiffs had submitted a scheme costing far more than that sum, 
and the £150 was paid into Court in respect of such portion of their 
services as had proved useful to the defendant. 

Mr. Francis ELLIOT Waker, the defendant's agent, gave 
evidence to the effect that, from the beginning to the end, the 
limit of £3,000 was insisted upon. A tender was obtained for 
£3,800, but witness refused it, and he put an end to the 
matter. The. plaintiffs then sent in a mutilated scheme for 
£3,044. Had he been aware that the plaintiffs’ estimate 
might be exceeded by above 20 per cent., he would not have 
agreed toit. He was Jimited by Lord Wenlock to £3,000. 

Mr. E. A. GRUNG, architect, said that in a case where the design 
sent in was more costly than the estimate, the range allowable was 
within 10 per cent. of that estimate before the architect could claim 
his 3 per cent. That was the custom of his profession, though it 
was not the law. 

His LokDskI asked whether there was any objection to payment 
by quantum meruit. 

Mr. McCALL said he was quite ready to take six guineas a day. 

Mr. Watney, electrical and consulting engineer, said if an esti- 
mate was made, it should be carried out at a figure within about 
10 per cent. of it. l 

Mr. Watton submitted that all the plans had been obviously 
experimental, and taking the seven days during which Mr. Dolby 
was occupied at six guineas a day, together with incidental work in 
London, that would give a sum of about £50. Three times that 
amount had already been paid into Court, and considering that, 
strictly speaking, Mr. Dolby was entitled to nothing, his estimate 
having been exceeded, he had been very fairly dealt. with. 

His Lonpsnre, in giving judgment, said it was pretty clear that 
there was no rule as to charging 3 percent. on either the tender or 


anything else, nor was there any custom, proved as to the margin 
that could reasonably exist as between the estimate of the electrical 
engineer and the tender by which he was able to get the work 
done. The questions were whether the plaintiffs were entitled to 
anything at all, or whether they were to be paid by quantum meruit. 
Оп the whole, he came to the conclusion that the sum paid into 
Court was sufficient to meet the claim; but ав it had been paid in 
with a denial of liability, judgment would be for the plaintiffs, 
with costs, down to the time of such payment into Court. No order 
was made as to the costs in Court. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Economy of Isolated Plants. 


In answer to Mr. Dumaresq'8 explanation of the 7th inst., 
I regret that & request for further information in regard to 
figures which he has kindly published, could not be dealt 
with in a tone more suitable to the discussion in a technical 
journal of a matter in which many readers are interested. 

That my request, was not unnecessary is evident from tho 
fact that his reply entails considerable modifications and 
additions to the particulars given in his first letter. 

I note that he does not propose to go further in the 
matter, though there are several items which would admit 
of further explanation. The point under discussion is 
* The Economy of Isolated Plants,” where there is a possi- 
bility of public supply in competition therewith. 

It seems evident that “ economy " cannot be said to occur 
in a commercial sense, if capital be employed at a less rate 
of revenue thereon than could be obtained if the capital 
were employed in the capitalist’s own business, in the case 
in question, a large general stores. 

If, therefore, the capital employed in an “isolated plant 
would produce a higher revenue if otherwise employed, it is 
а loss, and not a profit, to lock it up in * isolated plant.” 

Does any successful business reckon 5 per cent. per annum 
net revenue on capital a satisfactory return ? Would capital 
be invested for at least a 10-years' term on this basis of 
return in competition, where the competitor probably drops 
the price every year, and the margin of profit over 5 per 
cent. is at the commencement of the 10-year period slight 
or non-existent, while probably long before the 10-year terin 
has expired it is a minus quantity ?. 

I do not propose to repeat Mr. Dumaresq's costs for 1900. 
The works costs will, I think, be found to be 2:17d. per 
unit; charging 5 per cent. on the capital then employed, a 
redemption fund to recover same in 10 years at 5 per cent., 
and allowing £36 for insurances and office expenses, the total 
costs for that year amount to 3'08d. per unit; the public 
supply could have been obtained at 4*8d. per unit, a saving 
that year of 1°72d. per unit. 

For 1901, with the increased capital, and an estimatcd 
load of 175,000 units, allowing £61 10s. for insurances and 
office expenses, the total cost will be 3:454. per unit, and the 
supply could have been obtained at 3:33d. per unit, a loss of 
0:12d. per unit. 

For the purposes of comparison, I do not admit the items 
for renewals, wages, rent, as correctly stated, and think these 
should be increased. 

The conclusion to be drawn is that, within two years, the 


„isolated plant is probably a source of loss; if the capital 


sunk therein could be employed to bring in more than 5 per 
cent. it i8 certainly so, and this loss will increase, and 


not diminish. 
H. Moul. 


Electric Inspectors. 


The Electric Lighting Order for a district where the 
undertakers are a limited company reads: The local 
authority, so long as they are not themselves the undertakers 
for the purposes of this order, may appoint, and keep 
appointed, one or more competent and impartial person or 
persons to be electric inspectors uuder this order." | 

Can any readers of the ELECTRICAL REVIEw kindly state 
a place where such inspector or inspectors is already 
appointed, and the usual terms, &c., under which such 
inspectors are remunerated ? 

Thorne. 
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С.—9,247. 

There were two misprints іп my long letter which 
appeared under the above heading in your last issue. In 
the third line, for 52 read 25; and on page 378 for the hale 
Captain, read the late Captain. 

My last sentence has been mis-read. In writing “I 
stipulated for a period of three years to allow me time to 
experiment," I meant three years between the signing of 
the contract and the completion of the laying. I had 
originally written délai, and did not perceive that I intro- 
duced some ambiguity when I substituted the word“ period." 
Several of your readers have thought I meant three years 
for experiments alone. 

W. Sharpey Seaton. 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


` At the moment of writing I have not the issue containing 

Mr. Poole's letter before me. As I look upon the matter, во 
far as Mr. Poole is concerned, am I to assume that motor 
losses, a8 set forth in the article of November 8th, remain 
constant from no load to full load? Mr. Cramp, so far as 
my recollection goes, rather forcibly commented upon Mr. 
Poole's article, and it may be that they are notin accord. 
If they are in accord, the formule for what Mr. Cramp 
terms the “armature efficiency " represent practically also 
the motor.efficiency. I was rather unfortunate in the word- 
ing of the hint, but I do not think a dozen of your readers 
actually misunderstood me. No sane person would for 
an instant imagine that a motor reaches its highest possible 
efficiency when it is doing nothing, or is, in other words, 
simply running without a load. I have known motors to 
show an efficiency of 88 per cent. at or near full load, and 
I have known others to show something about one half. In 
no case will a motor show a high efficiency when its rated 
load is exceeded to any great extent. That is what is 
meant by “ ап increase of load." 

Will Mr. Poole say what it is that is represented by the 
figure “4” in his equation, and without writing round the 
question, also say in plain language that a motor will ло! 
run faster if the field excitation is decreased, or that motor 
brusl в cannot be raised while the machine is at work? 
Then I may be able to reply to him, though | cannot hope 
to emulate the happy and decidedly witty way he has of 
putting things. It all comes, no doubt, through close 
acquaintance with the “ new humour." 

P. T. White. 


Distribution Cables for Three-Phase Working. 


Referring to the article in your issue of January 10th, 
upon “ Distribution Cables for Three-phase Working,” and to 
my letter of January 21th asking for information as to the 
method of jointing claimed in the original article, I must 
inildly express my surprise that the information is not yet 
ávailable. | 

This is the more remarkable when one considers the 
émphasis laid on this feature in the original article, and 
considering the great advantages which such a method of 
Jointing possesses, it seems strange that neither the writer of 
the article nor the makers of the cable should decm the 
point worthy of being demonstrated. 

The issue is a plain one, either the jointing can be 
practically done as described, or it cannot; in the former 
case there should be no valid reason for keeping the method 
secret if business is intended to be done, and in the latter 
case the claim should be at once withdrawn. 

M. R. 


[ No doubt if our correspondent, will address the inventor 


direct on the above matter he will get all the information he. 


requires, and this we should advise him to do.—Ebs. ELEC. 
Rev. | 


Localising Faults. 


` In reply to “ Station Engineer," I should be very pleased 
if I could tell him how to localise a fault on a long length 
of cable with an ohmmeter “ within a yard or two,” but I 
think you could get as near to the fault with the ohmmeter 
fis you could by running up an alternator for every test, aud 
the ohmmeter is by fur the most convenient instrument of 
the two when time is important. I quite agree with him 


that there are faults that will test all right and break down 
directly working pressure or less is switched оп; but surely, 
this particular fault did not test so, 2,000 ohms to earth or 
less is what one would most likely get on a burnt and wet 
hole in paper concentric, such as the one described. I should 
certainly have thought that to have removed earth 
connections and treated the fault as an earth would be much 
quicker than the bother of getting off the transformers, and 
running up the alternator for each test. The time taken to 
clear the main does seem excessive. 
Mains. 


Accumulators and Electric Traction Systems. 


My attention has been called to the questions raised by 
Mr. H. W. Dix. The curves related to a plant operating 
25 cars, the generators were shunt wound, and the bus bar 
voltage was an exceedingly close approximation to constant 
pressure. The booster was manufactured by the Electric 
Construction Company, Limited. 

E. S. W. Moore. 

Wolverhampton, 

March 7th, 1902. 


Information Wanted. 


Can you, or any of your readers, inform the writer through 
the columns of the ErkcrnicAL REVIEW of any firm who 
would supply a jig for filing dynamo brushes to the correct 
bevel ? : 

R. E. 


* Bective” asks for the name and address of the makers 
of celluloid balls suitable for illuminating purposes. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEEK ENDING Maz. 12TH, 1001. Waser ENDING MAR. 111TH, 1902, 


Adelaide .. Value £445 Alexandria. > .. Value £107 
Amsterdam a .. 612 б Teleph. mat.  .. B0 
Antwerp  .. va -— s 21 Amsterdam. "n v .. 19% 
- Teleph. mat.. . 130 Auckland. Teleg. mat... .. 1,890 
Auckland ee [2] ее ee 95 Bombay eo ee ee ee 33 
Bombay Es ee ES m 40 Bremen a 25 si as 15 
Brisbane. Teleg. mat. .. ds 24 Buenos Ayres. Teleg, mat. .. 62 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. cable, &c. 319 © Caloutta .. s% -— .. 1,861 
cutta is s e 2.286 i Teleg. wire .. 378 
Cape Town .. ae өе 1,009 Cape Town.. we EN ee 2,256 
" Teleg. mat. 14,419 Colombo. Teleg. mat. .. oo 286 
Colombo v МЕ . 212 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire vs 13 
T Teleg. mat. 18 ' Durban cs ss Ба oe 678 
Durban ү Д oe . 191 East London 25 ©» 80 
East London ee ee Je 31 Fremantle .. Е ве „ NI 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... .. 200 Halifax. Teleg. wire .. 25 
Havre . ‘a es oe .. 190 Hamburg «а боз 
Hong Kong oe oe oe ee 10 Hiogo oe ae 67 
Liban.. id - - os 20 Hobart x . 2 
Melbourne .. .. - .. 3,525 Hong Kong.. 21 
Port Chalmers . 105 Ostend “> 30 
Port Elizabeth is T 86 Perth.. ae У 650 
Shanghai oe is .. 148 Port Elizabeth  .. dd .. 6м 
Bydney os T T .. 1,648 Rangoon. Teleph. apprts. .. 420 
Tientsin Wa T oe 21 Reval.. e* ja ae .. dH 
Vera Cruz .. 63 vs es 51 Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. T 9s 
Wellington .. - s. . . 1,144 8t. Petersburg. Telcg. mat. 1% 
Yokohama .. ae es oo 578 Singapore .. és ae 167 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire is 60 

Suez. Telcg. insts. a oe 1,496 

m Teleg. mat. ne . IX 

Sydney oe oe oe 248 

Wellington .. e oe e 585 

И Teleph. mat, .. 1,880 

Total 227,01 Total £13,911 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Tcleph.apprts. Value £39 
Madras, Elec. cars T . 170 


Sydney, Elec. mat. id ee 106 | - 
Trinidad. Elec. goods .. 88 
Total ee £353 


Directory. Messrs. Hazell, Watson & Viney have just 
issued from the press their "Electric Lighting and Traction 
Directory for 1902." The book is edited by Mr. C. S. Vesey- Brown, 
and gives much information of a very, serviceable nature relating to 
the engineering equipments of the various stations, together with 
particulars as to working costs, receipts, &c. Details of the many 
undertakings (electric lighting, tramways, railways, and so forth), 
which are at the moment awaiting the consideration of Parlia- 
mentary committees are included, the publication of the work 
having been delayed in order that this might be so. The price of 
the directory is 6s., aud it is handsomely got up, and we should 
thiak that those who are not already provided with such a 
collection of clectrical statistics would find it well worth the 
moncy. 
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The Dusseldorf Exhibition.—We have received a small 
booklet relating to the forthcoming exhibition at Dusseldorf, to 
which reference was made in a recent issue. We learn that 
the exhibition authorities are represented in this country by 
the Gordon’s Advertising Agency, 1, Duncannon Street, W.C. As 
we have already stated, the exhibition will be largely devoted to 
the Engineering and Electrical Industries, of which Dusseldorf is 
the chief centre in Germany. The Exhibition opens on May 18 
and closes on October 20th. We have no doubt that anyone who is 
interested in the matter can obtain a copy of this interesting little 
booklet by applying to Mesars. Gordon's Agency. 


Electric Light and Power at a Drapery Warehouse. 
—A large installation, consisting of electric lifts, pumps, fans, 
incandescent and arc lighting, has just been completed at the new 
premises of Messrs. Jeremiah Rotherham & Co., Limited, 79—91, 
Shoreditch, N.E., the current being taken from the mains of the 
Shoreditch Corporation at a pressure of 150 volts. The power 
service mains are kept separate from the lighting service mains, and 
after passing through the Corporation fuses and meters, are connected 
to two main switch and fuse distribution boards for power and 
lighting respectively. The power service board is arranged for five 
circuits supplying three electric lifts, one electric pump, and one 
sub-distribution board controlling the 16 faus throughout the 
building. Each main circuit is controlled from a d.p. quick-break 
switch and d.p. fuse, and on the power service board 1s mounted an 
Evershed dead-beat ampere-gauge, and volt-gauge. The three 
electric lifte, one of which is for passengers, and two for goods, are 
of Mesars. R. Waygood & Co.’s latest type. They consist generally 
of a worm gear running in oil, directly connected to an enclosed 
motor running at about 600 revolutions per minute. The worm 
gear is directly keyed on to the drum which winds up tbe hoisting 
ropes, giving a speed, in the case of the passenger lift, of 160 ft. per 
minute, and in the case of the goods lifts, 100 ft. per minute. The 
motor-controlling switch is fitted with a device to prevent the 
operator cutting out the resistance too quickly, and automatic over- 
load and no-voltage circuit breakers are also provided. A further 
safety device is fitted so that if for any reason the distance betwcen 
car and counterweight be varied, or should the rope slacken or 
break, a switch immediately opens cutting off the supply of current 
to the motor, and should this fail to stop the car, it is immediately 
afterwards brought to a standstill mechanically by means of 
safety jaws brought into action upon the sides of the runner 
backings. The electric pump was installed by the General 
Electric Company (1900), Limited, and consists of a 2-н.р. 
shunt wound motor ranning at 1,000 revolutions per minute driving, 
by means of a belt, a threc-throw pump capable of pumping 1,140 
gallons of water per hour against a head of 16 ft. The pump runs 
at a speed of 45 revolutions per minute, and is geared down from 
the belt-driven pulley by a machine-cut spur wheel and pinion. 
A complete duplicate set is provided, together with a d.p. change- 
over switch, so that, should one set get out of order, the other can 
be started immediately. The starting and stopping of the pump is 
automatically controlled by means of a copper float in the tanks, 
which puts a quick-acting d.p. switch on or off as the tanks аге 
empty or full, by means of a lever. This switch controls a G.E.C. 
patent solenoid motor-starter in the pump room. The electric fans 
are of the well-known Blackman type. The lighting service board 
is divided into three portions, for arc lighting, incandescent light- 
ing, and house service respectively, the latter being metered 
separately from the rest. These circuits are further sub-divided by 
means of switch and fuse distribution boards, of which there are 
two on every floor, from which the sub-circuits are run to supply 
the various arc and incandescent lamps. The maximum number of 
incandescent lamps supplied by any sub-circuit is eight, and each 
sub-circuit is controlled by a d.p. bridge type fuse and s.p. tumbler 
switch. With few exceptions, every lamp is furnished with a 
separate switcb, and in large rooms the switches are grouped 
together on boards at convenient pointe. The arc lamps are of the 
Gilbert open, single carbon type, capable of running for about 1 
hours without requiring re-trimming. They are of 5-ampere size, 
and are arranged in groups of three in series for 150 volts. Each 
lamp is fitted with a substitutional resistance for series running. 
The total number of lamps installed in the new premises is about 
850 incandescent and 36 arc lamps. The electrical installaticn was 
designed and superintended by Mr. Reginald J. Wallis-Jones, of 
Messrs. Wallis-Jones & Dent, 36, Great George Street, Westminster, 
in his capacity of consulting engineer, and the contractors for the 
work were Mesers. Simpson Bros., of Hapton, near Burnley, who 
35 made and supplied the whole of the switch and fuse distribu- 
ion boards. 


A New Lamp Tester. — The accompanying illustration 
shows an ingenious device for rapidly finding the amperage 
of glow lamps. The usefulness of a glow lamp depends 
upon two thinge—firstly, whether it is giving light enough, and 
secondly, whether it is taking too much current for that light. The 
first question is roughly answered by an inspection of the area 
lighted. To determine the power consumed, however, has hitherto 
been a matter of considerable difficulty, entailing, as it usually did, 
either the making up of special connections for the insertion of an 
ammeter, or the removal of the lamp to a specially arranged testing 
bench. By means of the instrument illustrated, however (which, it 
should be mentioned, is manufactured by Messrs. Everett, 
Edgcumbe & Co., of London), all that is necessary is to remove 
the lamp from its holder and place it in the one fixed to the 
instrument (seen on the left of our illustration). On inserting in 
its place the adapter attached to the flexible cord, the pointer will 
at once indicate the exact current taken by the lamp at the supply 
voltage upon which it is being run. А useful table is provided 


shaft. 


with the instrument, from which the efficiency of any lamp in 
watts per nominal candle-power can be ‘at once found from a 
knowledge of the approximate supply voltage, and a reading taken 
on the lamp tester. Another use to which this instrument can be 
put is to show approximately whether a lamp of unknown candle- 
power is, say, an 8, 16, or 32, a question which is often difficult 
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to determine by mere inspection. It may be added that these 
instruments are similar as regards internal construction to Messrs. 
Everett, Edgcumbe's now well-known Universal instrumenta, во 
tbat they can be used upon either direct or alternating circuits with 
equal accuracy. They are spring controlled and extremely portable. 
These lamp testers should prove especially useful in hotels and public 
buildings, where the means which they afford of keeping a check 
upon the condition of the lights, both before being put on circuit 
and after running for some time, may effect a considerable saving 
ia the electric lighting bill. 


Quiek-Break Switeh.—We illustrate herewith a neat 
form of double-break switch, patented by Messrs. Broadbent and 
Brooke, and made by Mr. Т. W. Broadbent, of Huddersfield, in 
sizes from 50 to 500 amperes. The special feature is the good con- 
tact, which, it is claimed, is secured by the split plugs and sockets. 

| ES 
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The former are slightly tapered, to cause the socketa to expand and 
grip the plugs. In case of injury to the working parts by breaking 
an excessive current, they can be renewed in less than two minutes. 
сше and double-pole, and change-over switches аге also made іп 
this form. 


Zodel's Patent Flexible Coupling.—The accompany- 
ing illustration shows a useful contrivance for connecting a 
dynamo directly with the crankshaft of an engine or with a turbine 
It is often not possible, especially with large dynamos, to 
erect them on one common foundation plate with an engine or other 
prime mover, and where it cannot be done the difficulty that has to 
be met is to bring the shafts of the two machines exactly into line. 
But even when this is achieved there is some chance that one of 
the foundations may yield, or that, owing to the uneven wear of the 
bearings, the shafts get out of line, and great trouble is the result. 
This coupling, the invention of Mr. Louis Zodel, the chief engineer 
of the turbine department of Messrs. Eecher, Wyss & Co., of Zurich, 
prevente all such difficulties and is extremely simple and reliable, 
It consists of two discs, with rims containing slots through which a 
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leather or cotton band is drawn, connecting the discs, which are fixed 
on the ends of the shafts to be coupled. An elastic connection 
between the two machines is thereby established, which prevents 
all strain on any bearings if the shafts are out of line. At the same 
time the leather or cotton band serves as an insulator. The wear 
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and tear of the bands is extremely small, and should it ever become 
necessary to renew it, a leather band of the necessary size can easily 
be obtained anywhere. India-rubber, which is sometimes used in 
couplings for the same purpose, is not so easily obtained, and 
besides, it becomes brittle in time and requires to be replaced more 
frequently. The inventor has also designed a clutch on the same 
principle, wbich allows the dynamo to be connected or diecon- 
nected with an engine or turbine; this operation must, however, be 
performed while the machines are standing still. These couplings 
are most extensively used on the Continent for all powers, the 
diameter p depending upon the power to be transmitted. Af one 
place there are seven such couplings in use for units of 2,900 ир. 
Electrical engineering firms are using tbem generally, and several 
electrical stations in this country have already adopted them. At 
Frongoch Mines, Devil's Bridge, Cardiganshire, one is used to con- 
nect a three-phase generator of the Electrical Company, Limited, 
with an Escher, Wyss & Co. patent Pelton turbine of 400 H.P., and 
a Willans engine. At Trefriew, North Wales, a similar coupling 
connects a Sandycroft dynamo with an Escher, Wyss & Co. turbine 
of 50 н.р., and they are in use in other places. The sole agent for 
these couplings and clutches is Mr. Alph. Steiger, M.I.C.E., of 28, 
Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W., wno is Messrs. Escher, Wyss 
and Co.’s representative for the British Empire. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—A receiving order was made 
last week at the London Bankruptcy Court against John Hervey 
Redgrave, described as an electrical engineer, lately carrying on 
business at 53, Regent House, Regent Street, W., and residing at 
Gloucester Road, New Barnet, present addrees unknown. Messrs. 
Burgess & Co. made the application on behalf of the petitioning 
creditor. The act of bankruptcy cited in the petition was the 
departure of the debtor with intent to defeat and delay his 
creditors. It is understood that a warrant has been issued against 
the debtor on a cbarge of obtaining money by fraud, it being 
alleged that he had raised over £50,000 by mortgage over a 
mortgage on tbe same properties owned by him at High Barnet. He 
managed to elude arrest on February 16th, since which time the 
ро have been searching for bim, but up to the present without 
result. | 

First meeting of creditors will be held at Bankruptcy Buildings, 
Carey Street, on March 17th; and the date of public examination 
is Apri] 11th, at the same place. 

A meeting of creditors was held at Birmingham on 5th inst., in 
the case of J. W. Westwood, electrical engineer. The liabilities 
amounted to £218, and the assets are expected to realise £36. 

At a sitting of the London Bankruptcy Court, held on Thursday, 6th 
inst., before Mr. Registrar Hope, Jacob Gutmann, agent for the sale on 
commission of electrical and other fittings, Graham Road, Hackney, 
attended for public examination upon acccunts showing a liability 
of £420 to the petitioning creditors (Messrs. Markt Bros. & Co, 
Beech Street, Barbican), and assets, book debts £187 10s.,” treated 
as irrecoverable. А previous failure is recorded against the debtor 
in September, 1898, when he was trading as a dealer in electrical 
fittings at 48, Commercial Road, E., under the style of J. Goodman 
and Co. He subsequently took up several agencies, and in 1900 bad 
an office at 40, Danbury Street, Islington. During November of 
that year he entered into an agreement with the petitioners for the 
sale of their goods on commission terms, but after three months the 
goods were invoiced to him in the ordinary way. The failure was 
attributed to losses in the agency business and on the trading 
generally. Upon the case being called, Mr. С. W. Chapman, 
official receiver, reported that he did not anticipate that the debtor 
would attend. He was an undischarged bankrupt under the former 
failure, and when seryed with the notice of this examination, be 


had said that he was not going to attend to it. The learned 
Registrar, adjourning the examination sine die, with leave to the 
Official Receiver to make an application in Chambers for a warrant 
with a view to securing the debtor’s attendance. 

At a sitting of the London Bankruptcy Court, held last 
Wednesday before Mr. Registrar Giffard, Frederick Herbert 
Berry, lately an electrical engineer and electric wire manufacturer, 
but more recently a licensed victualler, applied to pass his public 
examination upon accounts showing total liabilities, £17,849 8s. 
(unsecured £4,639 19s. 8d.) and assets nil. In the course of his 
evidence the debtor stated that he carried on business as an elec- 
trical engineer and electric wire manufacturer for many years prior to 
March, 1896, when he transferred the business, then being carried 
on at 144, Clerkenwell Green, E. C., to a company which was formed 
with a capital of £6,000 to acquire it. The sale consideration was 
£6,000, payable as to £3,000 in 5 per cent. debentures and £3,000 in 
ordinary shares of the company. He transferred a large portion of 
the shares and debentures to his wife in March, 1901, in con- 
sideration of a small sum then paid, and in satisfaction of moneys 
previously advanced to him. Since the conversion he had acted as 
managing director of the company, at a salary of £200 a year, bat 
owing to the small amount of business done for some time past, 
his salary had not been paid. In 1897, with 2500 capital, he com- 
menced speculating in public houses, and made profits on several 
houses, which he contracted to buy, but resold before completion. 
He had also carried on several public houses, and he attribated his 
insolvency to loss in the trading thereat, to law costs, and to 
depreciation in the value of the various mortgaged properties. The 
examination was ordered to be concluded. | 

Under the failure of George Willie Clarke, electrical engineer, 
late of Harold Wood, near Romford, and 117, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C., the debtor attended before Mr. Registrar Giffard, last 
Wednesday week, for publicexamination upon accounte showing total 
liabilities £5,269 17s. 1d. (unsecured £3,373 5s. 2d.); asseta £544 
1s. 6d., subject to preferential claims of £129 11s. 114, and a 
deficiency estimated at £2,958 158. 7d. Mr. E. L. Hough, senior 
official receiver, conducted the examination, and Mr. F. Cooper 
Willis represented the trustee, Mr. A. F. Lovell. Questioned by 
Mr. Hough, the debtor stated that prior to 1893 he was in the 
employ of a firm of electrical engineers, but in that year he took 
over the East Hanningfield Mills, near Chelmsford, where his father 
had carried on the business of a corn merchant and miller. Owing 
to the cost of extensive alterations, he had to mortgage the property, 
and in March, 1891, in consequence of the mortgagee having required 
repayment of the principal due on his mortgage, he closed the mills 
and handed to the mortgagee the stock and the bulk of the plant 
and effects. During 1900 he commenced business as an electrical 
engineer and contractor at his residence at Harold Wood, and in 
August, 1901, he opened a shop at 15, High Street, Grays. The 
shop, however, did not pay, and was closed in November last. Two 
montbs before closing the Grays branch, witness opened an 
office and showroom at 117, Queen Victoria Street, where he also 
carried on business until December 23rd, when he executed a deed 
of assignment for the benctit of his creditors. He mainly attri- 
buted his failure and insolvency to loss at the East Hanningford 
Mills; also to law costs, interest on loans, and depreciation in the 
value of the electrical stock, plant, and utensils as estimated for a 
forced realisation. It was the fact that he had been pressed by 
creditors during the last 12 months, and that a number of judgments 
were obtained against him during that period. He knew that he 
was insolvent, but hoped to pull through by means of the Victoria 
Street business. In June last, and subsequently, he pledged elec- 
trical goods with Messrs. Huddleston & Co., a firm of electrical 
engineers and "auctioneers, who offered through the columns of the 
ELECTRICAL Review to render assistance to persons in financial 
difficulties. "Witness could not state off-hand how many pledges 
bad been given, but a record of them appeared in his books of 
account. Some of the hypothecated goods were purchaaed on credit, 
and had not been paid for. Witness would swear that he did not 
purchase a cable in order to pawn it. He agreed that it was larger 
than he required for the purposes of his business, but he 
was induced to buy it because it was offered on cheap 
terms by taking a large quantity. The prime cost of the 
cable now held by Messrs. Huddleston & Co. was about £100, 
and they held other goods to a similar value. To the best 
of his belief one-half of the goods now in the hands of that firm 
were obtained on credit and had not been paid for. Asked with 
regard to five cheques, amounting in all to £123 Os. 8d., given to the 
General Electric Company on November 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th and 
19th last, the debtor stated that they were in payment of goods 
purchased by him on those dates for stock at the showroom in Queen 
Victoria Street. The cheques were not honoured by the bank. He 
had been allowed an overdraft, but occasionally received a scolding 
from the manager when his debit ran too high. Mr. Allwood, the 
General Electric Company's accountant, was aware of that over- 
draft, and when that gentleman interviewed witness respecting tbe 
five dishonoured cheques, he (debtor) gave him an authority to the 
amount of £150 on a debt due from the London and India Dock 
Company. That authority was withdrawn when witness executed 
the deed of assignment in December last. During the three months 

receding that deed witness spent between £600 and £700 with 
he General Electric Company, and with the exception of the five 
cheques before mentioned, he met all the cheques and he paid 
them. Atthe date of the failure there was stock to the value of 
£500 in the Queen Victoria Street showroom. Не could not say 
whether any of the stock purchased from the General 
Electric Company in November found its way to Messrs. 
Huddleston & Co., but it was possible that was the case, as the 
money raised from that firm was required for payment of wages. 
One of the claims against the estate was by Mr. Egenbam, tha 
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manager of the London office. Witness engaged him on the con- 
dition that he invested £100 in the business at 5 per cent. interest 
as security for his fidelity. That £100 was paid into the general 
banking account, as witness contended he had aright to use it in 
the business. There was no ground for the suggestion that any 
electrical stock had been made away with. A dynamo at the back 
of the Harold Wood premises had been sold, and the proceeds duly 
accounted for. Every particle of assets had been handed over to 
the trustee, and, in fact, witness did not retain sufficient to provide 
himself with a dinner on the following day. Mr. Hough said that 
completed his cross-examination, but he required the debtor to 
file an account showing in detail the goods that had been pledged, 
the dates of pledging, the prime cost, the amount of the advances, 
and if, and when, the goods were paid for. The debtor under- 
took to file the account, remarking that he had given every informa- 
tion to the trustee, who had told him that he never had a better 
bankrupt through his hands. The cross-examination was accord- 
ingly adjourned to April 16th next. | 

We are pleased to note from the London Gazette that a dividend 
of 20s. in the £ and interest is to be paid on March 19th, in the 
case of C. A. Church, of Hampstead Road and Kentish Town 
Road (Henry Connolly & Co., manufacturing electrical engineers). 


Dissolutions and Liquidations,—Creditors of the 
North-Eastern Telephone Compauy must send particulars of debts, 
&c., to the liquidator, Mr. C. Humble, 12, West Street, Gateshead, 
by April 15th. 

Creditors of the Porcelain Electrical Fittings Company must 
send particulars to Mr. T. W. Hayes, 24, Cheapside, Hanley, the 
liquidator, by March 17th. 

A meeting of the Electric Incandescent Lamp Regenerating 
Syndicate is to be held at 8, Clifford's Inn, E.C., on April 9th, to 
hear an account of the winding up from the liquidator (Mr. A. 
Banister). 

Messrs. M. Walker and W. H. Collingham (Airedale Motor and 
Accessories Company, of Keighley) have dissolved partnership. 

A winding-up order having been made recently against the Auto- 
mobile Manufacturing Company, Limited, the statutory meetings of 
the creditors and shareholders were held on Tuesday last at the 
Carey Street offices of the Board of Trade, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
W.C. Mr. A. 8. Cully, Assistant Receiver, reported that the com- 
pany was registered on April 30th, 1900, for the purpose of acquir- 
ing the good will and assets of the business of electrical engineers 
carried on b- W. C. Bersey & Co., at 4, Hythe Road, Willesden, 
together with the business of the Southern Motor Car Company, 
carried on by Edmund Townsend and A. E. Bizzey, at 59, Brixton 
Road, S.W. The company was registered with a nominal capital 
of £100, but the amount was almost immediately afterwards 
increased to £15,000. The reason for originally regis- 
tering the company with a capital of only £100 was 
that it was desired to protect by registration the name of 
the company, and at that time neither the amount for which sub- 
scriptions should be invited, nor the amount of the purchase price 
had been decided upon. For the same reason the registration was 
effected without articles of association, and although draft articles 
were subsequently prepared, they had not been registered nor 
formerly adopted by the company in general meeting. The pro- 
moters were Mr. W. C. Bersey (vendor), Mr. Edmund Townsend 
(vendor) and Mr. 8tanley Lambert (chartered accountant) A 
prospectus, dated June 14tb, 1900, invited subscriptions for £5,000 
shares, and was stated to have been issued only privately among 
friends of the directors. As a result, on July 25th, 1901, the com- 
pany allotted the whole number, but subsequently, for various 
reasons, the allotmenta in respect of 1890 shares were cancelled. 
The total cash issue was £3,192 shares, of which £2,240 
was subscribed by the directors themselves. The purchase 
price to be paid by the company was agreed at £10,000 in shares 
and £130 in cash, the latter amount being in respect of the 
promoting expenses up to allotment, which charges were defrayed 
by the vendors. No valuation was made of the assets, nor was any 
balance-sheet prepared upon which to base the purchase price. On Sep- 
tember 20th, 1901, a debenture bond of £10,C00 was issued to certain 
directors of the company to secure them in respect of a guarantee 
given by them to secure an advance of £5,000 made to the company. 
It was not until the company was in difficulties that the debenture 
bond was issued to the directors. The circumstances under which 
that issue was made would be a matter for inquiry. A 
sum of £5,500 was now due under the debentures. Com- 
menting upon the share-holding of the directors, the Chairman 
stated that Mr. Lambert, a promoter and director of the company, 
received £1,000 vendors’ shares for his services in the promotion, 
and it would be for the liquidator to consider whether the fact of 
Mr. Lambert’s interest in the promotion was properly disclosed. 
The accounts filed under the liquidation showed liabilities £3,787 
against asseta £3,718, but if the issue of debentures was upheld 
there would be a deficiency of £6,000 to the creditors. Resolutions 
were passed at both meetings for the Official Receiver to remain in 
charge of the liquidation. 

Messrs. Arthur Allen and H. F. Ward (Allen & Ward), electrical 
and general engineers of Birmingham, have dissolved partnership. 
Mr. Allen attends to debts, and continues the business as Arthur 
Allen & Co. 

A meeting of Williamson & Joseph, Limited, is to be held at the 
offices of Messrs. T. P. Child & Son, 42, Poultry, E.C., on April 15th, 
to hear an account of the liquidation proceedings from the liquidator 
(Mr. T. P. Child). 


Books Received.— Tramway Companies and Local 
Authorities," by Frank Noel Keen. London: Merritt & Hatcher. 
1902. 10s. net, 


“The Elements of Physical Chemistry,” by H. C. Jones. London 
and New York: Macmillan & Co. 1902. 17s. net. 

“Streets Newspaper Directory for 1902." London: British, 
Foreign and Colonial Advertising Offices. 3s. 6d. 


Catalogues,—The ** Rapid " Magnetting Machine Com- 
pany, of Cambridge Street, Birmingham, have placed in our hands 
an illustrated circular describing their “ Rapid " eleetrical magnet- 
ting machine, or separator, which they manufacture for the purpose 
of extracting iron or steel from metal borings and dust of all kinds, 
and other non-magnetic materials containing particles or pieces of 
iron or steel which require to be separated. Some statements are 
arranged in parallel columns for the purpose of comparing the 
" Rapid " machine with those of older types, and pointing out its 
advantageous features. 

The B.T.H. Co.’s pamphlet, No. 120, is devoted to a description of 
5 omen astatic instruments for direct current switch- 

ards. | 

Messrs. J. Р. Hall & Co., of Oldham, have brought out a new 
price list of their multipolar ventilated enclosed shunt-wound 
motors for continuous running. Prices are also given in tabulated 
form of liquid and metallic starting switches and fuses. 

A bulky and very fully illustrated price list of engineers’ and 
joiners’ tools and machinery has been placed before us by Mesars. 
C. Nurse & Co., of Walworth Road, 8.Е. It is intended as a supple- 
ment to the firm’s No. 10 catalogue, issued in 1899, since which date 
a number of new lines have been added to their stock. The very 
vast field which is covered in the catalogue makes it impossible to 
detail the contents, and, furthermore, this is, we should think, quite 
unnecessary, the supplies of Messrs. Nurse being well known to most 
of our readers. | 

Mr. C. Olivetti, of Ivrée, has sent us a circular of his new watt- 
meter and Wheatstone bridge. 

Messrs. К. W. Blackwell & Co. are just now sending out lists of 
their reduced prices for I. T. E. circuit breakers. 

Messrs. Cochran & Co, Annan, Limited, have sent us a tiny 
pocket calendar giving particulars of their Cochran boilers, also a 
monthly stock list. 


Fire.—On the 4th inst. a fire occurred on the premises of 
Messrs. de Puydt & Poncin, of Marion Street, Birkenhead. 


For Sale by Auction.—Messrs. Huddleston & Co. will, 
on March 24th, offer a large quantity of electrical apparatus for sale 
by auction at Hammersmith. Particulars are given in our business 
pages to-day. 


Large Steel Works Installation.—The Upper Forest 
and Worcester Steel and Tinplate Works, Limited, have recently laid 
down a very complete electric lighting and power scheme at their 
works. The boilers supplying the bar-millengine have been utilised for 
the electric lighting plant, the pressure from these being 100 lbs. per 


вд. іа. The power house is built of stone, and measures 53 ft. 4 in. 


long, and 34 ft. 10 in. wide. The present plant installed consists of a 
pair of Marshall compound condensing engines, with cylinders 
11 in. and 19 in. by 30 in. stroke, of the L.C.H. class. Between the 
engines is fitted a 10-ft. fly-wheel running at 110 revolutions per 
minute, transmitting its power to the generator by nine ropes. The 
valves on both steam and exbaust are of Marshall’s latest double-beat 
type. The generator is of rarker’s standard compound-wound 
two-pole type with three bearings, capable of an output of 360 
amperes at 250 volts when running at a speed of 480 revolutions per 
minute. The main switchboard is built of six panels of Sicilian 
marble on angle iron standards. Solid bare copper mains have 
been used throughout, the largest being ‘5 in. diameter, and the 
smallest being No. 12 B.W.G.; the whole of the mains are carried 
upon iron standards or brackets, no timber, being used where 
deterioration from weather would take place. The arms carrying 
the insulators are also of iron, and a layer of hard wood is inserted 
between the insulator and the iron, so that should a wire break 
loose from its insulator it would still be partially 1nsulated from the 
ironwork of the carrier. | 

The incandescent wiring is carried out on the distribution board 
system. The number of incandescents installed is approximately 
450, of 16 and 32-c P., special fittings having been designed for the 
different departments. The arc lamps are arranged two in series; 
they are 7-ampere standard Jandus lamps, with clear globes. Each 
pair of lamps is wired direct from a distribution board, and Braulik 
patent arc lamp couplings are used throughout (with the exception of 
the casting pit). The outside lighting is carried out with arc lamps 
suspended from iron poles; the latter are made from Great Western 
Railway bridge rails, two raile being riveted together by the 
flanges face to face. All arc lamps (with the exception of those over 
the casting pit) are counterbalanced, no winches being used. The 
present installation consists of 60 arc lamps, 14 of which are erected 
in the steel works. 

-The management express great satisfaction at the manner in 
which the installation, designed by Mr. W. M. Furniss, chief 
engineer to Messrs. Handley & Shanks, has been carried out by that 
firm, and add their appreciation of the services of Mr. Furniss, who 
was ably assisted by Mr. A. E. Jones, mechanical engineer to the 
Upper Forest Works. 


Meeting of Creditors.—A meeting of creditors of Lewis 
Bayliss, trading as the Thames Electrical Manufacturing Company, 
Terrill & Co., and Cardwell & Co., was held at 37, Waterloo Street, 
Birmingham, on the 10th inst. 


New Edition.—A third and extended edition of W. 
Perren Maycock's “ Electric Wiring, Fittings, Switches and Lamps,” 
has just been issued by Messrs. Whittaker & Co., of Paternoster 
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Square, E.C. The whole book has been revised, and considerable 
additions made to the practical examples at the end, these being 
now placed by themselves in a separate chapter. 


New Shade Carrier.—The “Century” Shade Carrier 
Syndicate, of Marlborough Works, Manchester, have sent us a 
sample of their speciality, which consists of a collar provided with 
a flange to support the shade, and a screw for clamping the carrier 
upon any ordinary lampholder. The shade is fixed in position by 
means of a pair of clips which can be bent down over the edge of 
the shade. The device is very neat, enabling one to fix or remove 
any shade in a moment, and it will fit any existing lampholder. 


The St. Petersburg Exhibition.—We have before us 
а prospectus of this Exhibition, which is to be opened on June 3rd, 
and to remain open until September 2nd next. The Exhibition is 
to be confined solely to the manufacturers and producers of the 
British Empire. Full particulars are given of the objects of the 
Exhibition and the necessity for British firms to bestir themselves 
if they are to maintain an industrial position of importance in 
Russia. Allinquiries regarding space should be addressed at once 
to Mr. Herbert Harris, authorized agent, 191, Coventry Road, Bir- 
mingham. The secretary for the United Kingdom is Mr. Edgar 
Gorer, of 22, Conduit Street, Regent Street, W. 


The E.L.B, System in Spain.—We are informed that 
the Electric Lighting Boards Company have had a patent skirmish 
in Spain, where they have taken action against Messrs. Otey za and 
Urena, of Madrid, who, it is alleged, were trying to infringe the 
company’s patents and had copied the company’s catalogues. The 
attempted infringement called the company’s attention to the 
prospects of Spanish business, and steps were taken to accord to 
Messrs. Paz & Sylva, of Paris, а temporary license of the Spanish 
patents for the Spanish coronation, which takes place on May 17th; 
this firm, who have been so successful in representing the com- 
pany in Paris, immediately commenced operations on а large 
cale in the Spanish capital, one of their first contracts being from 
the Government Fétes Committee. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Bennett & Ward- 
Thomas, consulting engincers, of 13, Victoria Buildings, Man- 
chester, have removed to larger offices at Winter's Buildings, 
Manchester. 

The directors of the E.L.B. (Brit. Mfg. Co.) ask us to state that, 
after taking legal advice, they have determined the agreement 
under which Messrs. Hereford, Lavey & Chapman have acted as 
their sole selling agents. We are informed that litigation is pend- 
ing as to the termination of the agreement. 

The registered offices of the Rand Central Electric Works have 
been moved to 120, Bishopsgate Street Within. 

Messra Hedges, McKrell & Taylor, Limited, electrical and 
mechanical engineers, formerly of 31 and 34, Barbican, wish to 
notify their customers that the business is now being carried on at 
their works, 39, Baltic Street, Golden Lane, as hitherto. Mr. 
H. E. McKrell has resigned his position as director, and is now in 
no way connected with the company. Mr. H. H. Sparkes still 
remains with the company, and is authorised to collect any debts 
owing to the company in the name of the receiver (Mr. H. J. 
Taylor), and to carry on any business on their behalf. 


Vickers, Sons & Maxim.—The directors’ report, 
which is to be presented at the meeting to be held to-day at 
Sheffield, contains the following paragraph: —“Тһе directors wish 
particularly to bring to the notice of shareholders two of the firm’s 
subsidiary companies, both acquired during 1901—The Electric and 
Ordnance Accessories Couipany, Limited, and the Wolseley Tool 
and Motor Car Company, Limited, both of Birmingham, and both 
manufacturing articles that appeal to the individual as well as to the 
Government or Corporation. In the former, together with fuses 
and small war material, electric fittings of many sorts are made. 
The latter firm manufactures the already well-known ‘ Wolseley’ 
motor cars, and starts the year with most favourable prospects, and 
with orders that will find them full employment till late in the 
year. These works are now turning out a motor car each day, and 
it is hoped shortly to increase that output.” 


Whittaker's Mechanical Stoker.—In this stoker, 
according to illustrations before us, that are not very clear them- 
selves and are not at all fully described, the grate bars are of the 
ordinary fixed type; the bridge of firebrick is not vertical at the 
grate end, but slopes away at an angle of about 30°. Coal is brought 
from an overhead hopper between a pair of small crushing rollers 
to prevent pieces above a given size from passing. Ав the fuel 
drops upon a plate below the rollers it is constantly swept away 
by revolving blades, which throw it over the surface of the grate. 
The difficulty with all the continuous or intermittent sprinkler types 
of stoker is the collection of too much fuel at any опе area of the 
fire surface. In order to obviate this difliculty, there is fixed a 
horizontally-projecting plate, off which the fuel, as it flies 
forward, will glance. This plate is capable of being slightly varied 
in its angle by means of a screw and arm, thus affording a means 
whereby the fuel will be deflected more or less, and compelled to 
distribute itself nearer to or further from the bridve as may 
be necessary. There is also a clearer plate to enable any 
fuel that may fall upon the dead plate to be removed. It is 
claimed that the lodgment of coal on the dead plate gives rise to 
black smoke. We do not ourselves quite see tbat this should be the 
case—rather the reverse. However, it is claimed to be of advantage 
to employ this clearer device because, by its use, there is no need to 
open the fire door to push the fuel otf the dead plate, and the boiler 
may be worked for an hour or two without opening the doors, thus 
keeping ont excess of cold air. If the apparatus will, as claimed, 


produce a level and even fire, it has solved one of the difficulties of 
sprinkling stokers. The machine has but few moving parts, merely 
one fan or shovel shaft, a worm and wheel, and a reciprocating bar, 
which carries four pawls to actuate ratchet wheels on the crusher 
roller spindles, whereby the two rollers of each furnace hopper 
of a Lancashire boiler are slowly revolved at intervals to feed in 
the coal, the rollers doing a double duty as crushers of large pieces 
of coal and as fecd rollers. This mechanical stoker has been made 
for 20 years by Mr. Whittaker, of Burnley, Lancashire. As with 
all stoking machines applied to internally fired boilers of 
Lancashire type, the hoppers of this machine are high up above 
the firing floor, and require laborious filling. Where possible, 
coal conveyers should always be arranged for filling these hoppers. 
The want of such means has, we are sure, been a frequent and patent 
cause why mechanical stokers bave been rejected in places where 
otherwise they might have done well. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Alnwick.— The ducal town may next winter be lighted 
with electricity, as the U.D.C. has decided to negotiate with the 
Northern Counties Electricity Supply Company on the subject. 


Auckland,.—The Edmundson Syndicate have informed 
the U.D.C. that the negotiations with the Cleveland Electrical 
Company for supply to Bishop Auckland in bulk have fallen through; 
they, therefore, propose to begin at once with the work of putting 
down a station for the supply of electricity in Bishop Auckland. 


Banegor.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned the Council's 


borrowing £12,008 for the purpose of electric lighting and a refuse 
destructor. 


Bridgend,—Application has been made to the L.G.B. 
by the U.D.C. for power to borrow £4,000 for lighting the 
district by means of electricity. The South Wales Electrical . 
Power Distribution Company are being approached with the view of 
getting tramways to the town from the many seaside and other 
suburban resorts around. 


Broadstairs.—The U.D.C. has decided to accept the 
offer of the Thanet Tramways Company to supply electricity for 
lighting purposes to the Council at 24d. per unit. Private con- 
sumers Will have to pay 6d. per unit. 


Broughty.—The T.C. has decided to put its prov. 
electric lighting order in force, and has instructed Mr. G. Balfour, 
electrical engincer, Dundee, to prepare the necessary plans &c. 


Colchester.—The U.D.C. has resolved that £8,500 be 


borrowed for electric lighting extensions. 


Dorking.— The U.D.C. has come to a definite conclu- 
sion in the matter of electric lighting, having agreed to transfer 
the prov. order to Messrs. Edmundson. The sum of £25,000 has 
been mentioned as the amount required for the undertaking ; the 
town will raise the funds, and lend them tothe firm, who will repay 
the principal and interest in yearly instalments. The Council will 
have the option of purchasing the concern after seven, 10 and 14 
years, and at the end of 25 years the undertaking becomes the pro- 
perty of the town without further payment. 


Dublin.—The Lighting Committee of the Corporation 
proposes the adoption of a charge for lighting of 44d. per unit for 
the first two hours' use per day throughout the year of the maximum 
demand, and 2id. per unit afterwards. 'The Committee further 
recommends a rate for electrical power of 21d. per unit for the first 
four hours per day, and 1d. per unit afterwards. Any less quantity 
to be charged for at thefrate of 7d. per unit for the first hour, and 
1d. per unit afterwards. 


Dungannon.— Representatives of Messrs. Smith and 
Parkes, electrical engineers, Belfast, have placed before the 
U.D.C. proposals for laying down plant for the electric lighting 
of the town, and a committee has been appointed to consider the 
matter. 


Farnham.—Messrs. Roger Dawson, Limited, have 
offered to lease the U.D.C.'s proposed electric light undertaking 
on the lease-purchase basis of a profit equivalent and a 6 per cent. 
divideud guaranteed by the Council, the company to find the 
capital, and profits exceeding 10 per cent. to be equally divided. 
The charge for publie lighting would be 32d. per unit. The 
Council has decided to take Sir William Preece's advice. 


Frinton-on-Sea,—The U.D.C. has given a provisional 
consent to the application of a localclectric light company for an 
order for publie and private lighting. 


Germany, — The Exposition of Dusseldorf-sur-Rhein, 
which is now in process of organisation and will open on May Ist, 
will be lighted throughout by electricity, while the same agent will 
be used as motive power. In this connection it is interesting to 
note that two central power stations are at present in course of con- 
struction, which will supply electric energy under three different 
forms:—(1) simple alternating current at 10,000 volts; (2) three- 
phase current at 5,000 and 2,000 volts; and (3) direct current at 
2 x 220 volts, ?20 volts, and 2 X 115 volts. The two stations will 
comprise 26 engines and 27 dynamos of a total power of 15,000 н.р. 


An interesting feature will be a three-phase motor of 1,000-11.P., 


driving а mine pump. 
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Glamorgan.—The County Council Committee has 


decided to take electrical energy for lighting the County Asylum 
from the South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Company. The 
aggregate is estimated at 100,000 units per annum. 


Hoddesdon.—The U.D.C. has bad under consideration the 
desirability of supplying the town with electric light under the 
order obtained by the Council, and has thought it advisable to wait 
until the Nortb Metropolitan Supply Company lay their trunk main 
in connection with the electric trams for Cheshunt. 


Hornsey.—The U.D.C. has decided to increase the 
number of public arc lamps from 20 to 60. "The estimated annual 
cost of energy and mainterance of the 60 lamps is £1,202 178. 6d. 


Italy.—A new regime for the control of concessions of 
catchments of water is under consideration. The Minister of 
Public Works has decided that the consideration of applications 
for concession of water catchments is to be temporarily suspended. 
The following concessions for catchments have been applied for, for 
industrial purposes:—The Societa Elettro-Metallurgica Lombarda 
has applied to the Prefecture of Bergame for the concession of a 


catchment of 1,200 litres per minute, with a head of water of 140- 


metres, capable of furnishing 2,210 mn P., for the production of 
electric energy. The Società Emilio Passo, of Genoa, has asked for 
the concession of a torrent on the Costazintta, with a view to con- 
structing a reservoir of 400,000 cubie metres. lt is proposed to 
develop power to work an electric tramway alone the Riccio Valley 
from Pontedecimo to Busalla. M. Carlo Borgarello has applied to 
the Prefecture of Turin for a catchment on the course of the Sans lio, 
for the development of motive power to be converted into electric 
energy. 

Kimberley.— The Cape Government, on being approached 
on the subject, has offered to lend the Т.С. a sum of £10,000 for 
electric light extensions. This assistance is much needed, as all the 
available plant is already required to contend with the increasing 
load, there being no “stand-by ” in case of breakdowns. In the 
ordinary course, the Council would have presented a private Bill to 
Parliamevt, for extension of borrowing powers, but under the 
present state of war and rebellion in the Cape Colony, Parliament 
is not likely to meet for some time to come. 


London.—L.C.C.—The Cou:cil last week decided to 
advance to the Southwark N. C. loans of £6,150 aud £6,725 for elec- 
tric lighting works and meters. 

The report of the Highways Committee in reference to the prov. 
order applied for by the Bermondsey B.C. for the districts of 
Rotherhithe and St. Olave, recommend iog the Council to ask the 
B. of T. to amend the order by reducing the maximum charge from 
&d. to 6d. per unit, was again considered.—Dr. Cooper proposed, as 
an amendment, that the recommendation should be referred back to 
the Committee for further consideration, on the ground that the 
proposal of the Committee would create two rates in the same area, 
one of 8d per unit and the other 6d. The B.C. was charging a 
price of 6d. and 2d. per unit.—Mr. Phillimore said that it was not 
the business of the Committee to decide whether Bermondsey ought 
to be able to claim exemption from the general principle which the 
Council had endeavoured to establish for the whole of London. The 
Council had a duty to perform, and that was to protect small con- 
sumers all over London.—Mr. G. A. Baker, vice-chairman of the 
Committee, said that if the amendment were carried, the action of 
the County Council in endeavouring to secure a maximum rate as 
low as possible would be entirely stultified. If Bermoudsey 
desired to charge a maximum rate, it was quite as easy to have 6d , 
with 2d. or 1d. for succeeding hours, as to fix 8d. The maximum 
rate of 6d. was inserted in the four or five prov. orders which were 
granted last year. The amendment was defeated, aud the recom- 
mendation of the Committee carried without further discussion. 

WESTMINSTER.—The L. C. C. has decided to make a certain pay- 
ment to the Westminster City Council upon the completion of the 
work connected with the supply and erection of arc lamp columns, 
in the portion of the Strand now being widened in connection with 
the Holborn—Strand improvement scheme. The City Council 
рео substitute electricity for gas lighting throughout the 

trand. 

An explosion took place in Panton Street, Haymarket, on 
Tuesday night last week, two distributing boxes being blown 
up and a building set on fire. The mains affected belong to the 
Charing Cross and Strand Corporation. 

WooLwWICH.—It has been decided to inaugurate the maximum 
demand system in April. The M.B.C. has decided tu reduce the 
charge for energy supplied to the Grand Theatre from 4}d. to 4d. 
per unit. The theatre's account for 1901 amounted to 4900, 
averaging 4 03d. per unit. 


The London County Council has sanctioned a loan not ex- 


ceeding £6,000 for the purchase by the Woolwich M.B.C. of the 
Blackheath and Greenwich Electric Lighting Company's under- 
taking in the parish of Eltham, but an inquiry has been ordered as 
to the actual cost of the Eltham portion of the undertaking before 
the loan is advanced. 


Maritzburg.— The E.L. Committee of the T.C. recently 
recommended the ordering of plant for the electric light depart- 
ment, in accordance with the engineer’s estimate, to a total amount 
of £1,716. There was also a recommendation that eight additional 


transformers be ordered from England at a cost of approximately 
£640. 


Middlesbreugh.—The sanction of the L.G.D. has been 


given to the loan for the proposed extension of the works. 


Newcastle.—Eighty of the new arc lamps erected by the 
Corporation in the principal streets were switched on for the first 
time last week. There are to be 200 in all. 


Newcastle-under-Lyne.—An inquiry into a scheme for 
the provision of electric light in the borough was held last week by 
Mr. A. A. G. Malet, on behalf of the L.G.B. The Corporation 
applied for sanction to borrow £1,815 for the erection of electricity 
works on land in its own possession adjoining the gasworks. There 
was no opposition to the scheme. 


Rochester.—The rating appeal by the E.L. Company 
against the assessment of the St. Nicholas Guardians, Rochester, has 
been settled by accepting the valuation made for the Medway 
Union by Messrs. Eve. This reduces the assessment from £320 to 
£102. 


St. Annes,—The U.D.C. has lowered the charges for 
electricity from 7d. and 4d. to 7d. and 2d., with the alternative of 
a flat rate of 51d. per unit, and 4d. for power and heating. 


Salford.—The T.C., being uneasy as to the state of the 
electrical undertaking, has decided to institute an inquiry into ita 
affairs from the commencement, in 1891, to the present day. 


Servia.— A despatch from Belgrade states that a con- 
cession has just been granted to a syndicate of Servian capitalists 
for the exploitation of a catchment on the River Morava for the 
development of hydraulic power, to be transformed into electric 
current. The preliminary works will require an expenditure of 
1,000,000 f. The basin of the Morava is the most important 
hydraulic centre in Servia. It cau furnish a power of about 
6,000 H. P. ' 


Southampton.—Reporting to bis Electricity Com- 


~ mittee on the electricity works, Mr. Н. F. Street stated that the 


direct current plant was very inadequate to cope with the existing 
and increasiny demand both for lighting and traction, and that the 
battery was suffering from overwork in consequence. Moreover, 
the space available on the present site was so limited that little 
improvement could be effected. Mr. Street, therefore, advised that 
an entirely new station should be built on a new site at the earliest 
possible moment. Mr. Street’s recommendation was at once 
accepted, and a site selected on the western shore which afforded 
ample facilities for condensing and for obtaining coal, as well 
as for future extensions. Further, the land belongs to the 
Corporation. | 

The present capacity of the generating plant is 660 kw. Mr. 


Street recommended that two new 500-kw. sets be obtained, which, 


with the existing plant, will suffice to meet the expected demand 
of 1,200 kw. next winter. The total cost of the extensions is 
estimated at £28,000, but an economy of £1,600 a year is anticipated 
from the improved conditions of working. 

The Committee accordingly recommended to the Corporation that 
application be made to the L.G.B. for leave to raise the loan, and 
that the tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, forthe two gene- 
rating sets, be accepted at £4,257 each. These proposals have been 
accepted by the Corporation, the amount of the loan being increased 
to £30,000. 


Southgate.—The D.C. has received a petition from 
34 influential gentlemen in the parish, stating that they observed 
with alarm the action the Council had taken in the electric power 
matter by opposing the North Metropolitan Electrical Power 
Distribution Company's Bill before Parliament, and demanding 
that a public meeting of ratepayers be held to state their wishes. It 
was agreed that the chairman should confer privately with the 
signatories as to the intentions of the Council with regard to electric 
power. 


Southport.— On Tuesday last, Col. Durnford, L. G. B. 
Inspector, held an inquiry into an application of the T. C. for 
sanction to borrow £32,000 for purposes of electric lighting. It 
was stated that of this sum £9,000 had already been expended, and 
the remainder was for new works rendered necessary by the 
growth of the electricity department. The last similar loan was 
sanctioned in 1899 for £55,300, and that would be expended by the 
3lst inst. For the year ending March 31st, 1899, the income of the 
undertaking was £9,382, and for tbe eleven months of the year 
ending March 31st, 1902, the income was £17,001. The units sold 
in 1899 were 606,000; in the eleven months ending March 31st, 
1902, they were 1,385,000, while the consumers had risen from 533 
to 1,010, and the lamps from 36,000 to 63,000. The amount asked 
for covered the anticipated expenditure up to March 31st, 1904. 
Mr. R. S. Downe, borough electrical engineer, gave particulars of 
the extensions, &c., and stated that the Corporation expected to 
supply electric power to work the Pier Company's trams, and there 
would be a further demand for the additional tram-lines to be laid 
in the streets, in addition to which it was proposed to light Chapel 
Street Station (L. & Y.) by means of arc lamps. "There was no 
opposition. 


Switzerland,—The city of Zurich is about to utilise the 
mountain torrents of the country for a great electric power scheme. 
With the co-operation of Cantons Schwytz and St. Gall, the Marsby 
Valley behind Einsiedeln, once the site of a lake 11 miles square, 
is again to be converted into a lake by means of water from the 
torrents of Grossbach, Reichenbach, and Sihl. The difference of 
level between this valley and that of Lake Zurich is about 600 ft., 
and this huge fall will give 60,000 н.р. The work will take three 
years, and will cost £1,600,000. 
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Walton-on-the-Naze.—A company has been formed 
with a capital of £20,000 to acquire the Walton Mills and Harbour, 
and to apply for a prov. order for lighting the town by electricity. 
The U.D.C. has raised no objection. Pa 


Welsh Notes.—The Llanelly (Carmarthenshire) new 
dock equipment is to be provided for mainly by means of arc 
lamps, with a considerable number of incandescent lights. A 25-H P. 
engine and a dynamo is also being put down by Messrs. Alger aud 
Sons (the Llanelly contractors) at the Alyn Tinplate Works, Mold, 
Flintshire. Messrs. Alger have also just completed a colliery 
installation, and they have another in hand. . 

At Barry Dock, Mr. Bailey at his important ship-repairing yard is 
supplementing his electric arrangements with two complete gene- 
rating plants. | 


Westbury.— The Guardians аге considering Ше 
advisability of adopting a scheme of electric lighting at the work- 
house. * 


Whitby.— The inaugural ceremony of switching on the 
U.D.C.’s electric light installation, which has cost £18,500, took 
place on Wednesday last week. 


Wimbledon.—In our note under this heading last week 


some regrettable errors occurred. It should have been stated that 
the figures for output for private and public lighting and for revenue, 
apply only to the last quarters of the years 1900 and 1901. Further, 
the charges on the maximum demand system are 7d. and 2d. on a 
15 hours’ basis, not 7d. and 1d. 


Wolverhampton.—The T.C. has decided to extend the 


electric mains at an estimated cost of £2,500. 


Worksop.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned the loan of £8,000 


for extensions of the U.D.C.’s electricity works. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Africa.—Presiding at an extraordinary general meeting 
of the African Concessions Syndicate, Limited, held at 120, Bishops- 
gate Street Within, E.C., Mr. W. A. Wills, the chairman, said it 
was intended that an expedition should be despatched as soon as 
possible to survey the Victoria Falls, in Rhodesia, and plan out the 
electrical installation to be ultimately erected when a power com- 
pany had been formed to provide the concession with working 
capital, the amount of which would run into very Jarge figures, pro- 
bably £1,000,000 sterling, or more. It would be found practicable, 
he hoped, to use the power of the Falls for the traction of the rail- 
way trains on the Cape to Cairo railway, for a distance of, say, 150 
miles north and south of the Falls, or 300 miles in all. 


Belgium.—La Société des Tramways Bruxellois is estab- 
lishing a large new electricity generating station at Anderlecht, 
near Brussels. The plant will be on the three-phase system, of 
6,000 н.р. capacity. 


Blackburn.— There was another long debate on tramway 
matters at the T.C. last week. The Electricity and Tramways 
Committee, replying to certain criticisms of their policy at the 
previous meeting, submitted a report in justification of the types of 
cars, motors, and other equipment they had adopted. The four- 
motor were better than the two-motor cars, the report stated, 
for the reason that they provided the more satisfactory method of 
propulsion, securing more even driving, better starting, greater 
speed, a more equal distribution of driving and brake power, with 
consequently less wear and tear on brake-shoes and wheels, and 
greater safety—a matter of paramount importance on the Blackburn 
gradiente. These advantages were held to more than compensate for 
the higher price paid for the cars compared with that paid by the 
Darwen Corporation for their two-motor bogie cars. As to the com- 
parative weight and motor horse-power of the Blackburn and Darwen 
cars, the former are 13 tons and are 80 H.P., whilst the latter are 
11 tons with varying horse-powers of 54, 70, and 80. The committee 
consider varying types of machinery such as this to be inadvisable 
in Blackburn. A uniform horse-power for cars is preferable, so 
that they are able to run upon any gradient, whilst another 
recommendation i8 that it is more economical and simple in the 
provision of the necessary spare motors and gear, which must 
always be kept ready to hand. If there be any increa:e in the 
energy consumed by the four-motor cars, it is trifling, and, in 
comparicon with the advantages gsined, not worth consideration. 

The Committee defend the use of the larger type of car as being 
more suitable to tho irregular passenger traffic of Blackburn, and 
consider the 48 cars now running to be quite the right equip- 
ment for the regular service. "The local service, they point out, is 
intermittent, and not comparable with that of other cities and 
towns where а tolerably equal traffic is maintained throughout the 
whole day. Forty care daily, it is added, will be required during 
the summer months, and on certain days in the winter 35 cars have 
been running regularly. Turning tothe expenses of working, &c., the 
report states that the capital spent on the cars is fairly productive. 
On the present basis of fares, a fully worked car will earn about 
£1,800 per annum, while the interest and sinking fund amounts to 
about £67 per annum, so that there is a considerable margin to 
meet working expenses and depreciation. If a car only ran a full 
five weeks in the year, it would earn its capital charges aud the five 
weeks’ working expenses; and if the cars are sufficiently well 


patronised they will be remunerative to the necessary extent. In 
all towns, it is added, there is a great difference between summer 
and winter traffic, the number of cars at Bolton, for example, being 
81, but not more than 50 are used on any one day during the 
winter. Dealing with the point that the order for 20 addi- 
tional cars from Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. ought not to have 
been placed, the Committee point out that there was 
great delay in the delivery of the first batch ordered, 
and the cars are £160 each cheaper if no specific time for delivery 
is mentioned. If the contemplated extensions in Blackburn, for 
which the cars were ordered, do not take place, equitable arrange- 
ments for cancelling the order can, no doubt, be made with Messrs. 
Dick, Kerr & Co. The Committee explained that the large quantity 
of rails in stock is accounted for by the fact that they were pur- 
chased in view of an immediate extension of the trams to Audley ; 
and they protest,in conclusion, against the unfairness of making 
comparisons between the cost of tram working in various towns, 
because the conditions are, in no two cases, exactly the same. 

An animated discussion followed on this report, and on a proposal 
to extend the trams to the borough boundary at Wiltshire at a cost 
of £14,600. 

On a division, the recommendation of the Committee to carry 


out the Wiltehire extension was affirmed by a large majority. 


Burton-on-Trent,—The scheme for the introduction of 
electric tramways into Burton-on-Trent is making marked progress. 
The engineers have completed their plans, and advertisements are 
to be issued for tenders for the permanent way and paving. The 
bulk of the work will be carried out by the borough officials. 
Property has been purchased in various parts of the town for depdte 
and other purposes. The first instalment of £50,000 is being raised 
by the Corporation. 


Canada.—The official returns compiled by the Depart- 
ment of Railways of the Canadian Government state tbat on June 
30th last 40 electric traction companies possessed 675 miles of rail- 
way completed, 670 miles being laid with steel rails, and 158 miles 
being double track. The paid-up capital amounted to £8,000,000, of 
which municipal aid accounted for £35,000. 'The gross earnings 
aggregated £1,200,000, and the working expenses £700,000, leaving 
the net earnings at £500,000. The number of passengers carried was 
121,000,000, and the freight 288,000 tons. The car mileage was 
32,000,000. Ontario has 386 miles, Quebec 197, New Brunswick 12, 
Nova Scotia 10, Manitoba 18, British Columbia 51. The passengers 
carried by the street railways were: Montreal, 46,000,000 ; Toronto, 
38,000,000; Ottawa, 7,500,000; Quebec, 3,700,000; Hamilton, 
3,700,000; Winnipeg, 3,200,000; Halifax, 3,000,000; St. John, 
1,700,000; Vancouver, Victoris, and New Westminster together, 
5,300,000. 


Central London Railway.—A few days ago a Parlia- 
mentary paper was issued giving certain appendices to the Board 
of Trade report on the question of vibration. They include a memo- 
randum by Mr. A. Mallock on the vibration caused by the trains, 
with explanatory notes, and a list of experiments made in 1901 on 
train vibrations. 


Crewe.—The T.C. last week decided to apply for an 
order to construct light electric railways in certain parts of the 
borough. 


Dundee.— The Tramways Committee bas been dis- 
cussing what type of car to adopt for the Constitution Route, and a 
combination car has been decided upon. The manager of the tram- 
ways is to visit certain En.lish towns for the purpose of seeing the 
working of routes similar to Constitution Road. 


Glasgow.—The case between Mr. Simpson, Albert Road, 
Pollokshields, and the Glasgow Corporation regarding the latter'a 
cars running at an excessive speed, which has been before tbe Courts 
for the fourth time, recently came up for further hearing. It 
was averred that in September the cars passed the complainer's 
house at a speed exceeding the B. of T. limit, viz., eight miles an 
hour, on 24 different occasions, and that the full penalty, £10 for 
each offence, should be imposed under the Railway Clauses Con- 
solidated Act (Scotland). After hearing evidence, the Sheriff was 
of opinion that only two infringements were as libelled, and he 
imposed the maximum for each with three guineas expenses—£23 
in all. Counsel for the Corporation asked his Lordship to state а 
case for appeal to the High Court of Justiciary, Edinburgh, so that 
more will be heard of this case. 


Halesowen.— Last week a Light Railway Commis- 
sioners' inquiry was held here as to the expediency of granting an 
application by the R.D.C. for an order to extend the light rail- 
ways in the district. The Commissioners expressed themselves as 
favourable to the application, and will report. 


Ilferd.—The construction of the U.D.C. electric tram- 
ways was commenced on the 6th inst. 


IIkeston.— The town will be in possession of its electric 
tramways by the month of August. Work was only begun in 
November, and the rails are already laid and the poles in position 
over practically the whole route, about three miles. The line isa 
single one throughout, with five or six passing places. The Corpora- 
tion have concluded an arrangement with the Derby and Notts 
Electric Power Company for the supply of electric power, and the 
company will erect works at the southern end of the borouch. 
Electricity will be supplied to the Corporation at 14d. per unit, 
plus 10 per cent. for transformation,“ and it is understood that 
they will retail it to consumers for lighting at 4d. per unit. The 
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contract for the laying of the tram line and electric cable and for 
the supply of the cars, which amounted to £38,884, is in the hands 
of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. 


Leeds.— Mr. Bailie Hamilton, some time traffic manager 
to the Glasgow Corporation tramways, has been unanimously 
appointed general manager of the Leeds Corporation tramways 
without the vacancy having been advertised. 


Liverpool.—aA proposal for the establishment of a 


universal 14. fare, made by Mr. Е. Saunby, was considered at the 


last meeting of the Liverpool Tramways Committee. In the course 


of the discussion, Alderman Smith stated that the average fare on 
the Liverpool tramways at present was 1,';d., and that, as the total 
receipts were now £460,000, the loss by establishing a universal 1d. 
fare would be £40,000. The proposal was ultimately withdrawn. 


Merthyr.—The Electric Traction Company have appealed 
against their rating of £2,400 gross and £1,200 rateable, and asked 
the Assessment Committee to reguce 16 to £2,250 (total), it 
being pointed out that as yet there was no abeolute valuation 
criterion, as the public had gone in for big patronage at firat owing 
to the novelty of the affair; but the Committee confirmed the 
assess ment. i 


Manchester and Liverpool, — The express railway 
scheme passed its second reading in the House of Commons on the 
6th inst. 


Motherwell.—The Hamilton, Motherwell and Wishaw 


Tramways Company is about to break ground in connection with 
its Motherwell tramway scheme. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The Council last week considered 
the propriety of promoting a Bill in Parliament for the extension 
of the tramways. The Bill refers to the proposed extension in 
Walker, Benwell, Fenham, Gosforth, Weetslade, and Wallsend. 
The motion was adopted without discussion. The cost was said to 
be £149,812 for construction and £116,000 for equipment. These 
figures had been reduced from £201,000 for the construction and 
£196,000 for the equipment, certain lines having been deleted. 


Oldham.—The Ashton Road tram route was inspected 
by Major Druitt last Friday. The section consists of 1,100 yards 
of double track. 


Paris.—The Paris correspondent of the Financial Times 
says that a Tramway Trust, with a capital of 30,000,000 francs, is 
on the eve of being formed for the purpose of financing the 
North-West Parisian Electric Tramways Company and another 
company, both of which are subsidiaries of the Cie. Générale de 
Traction. The names of the Westinghouse Electric Company, the 
Electric Light and Power Company, Mr. Rockefeller, and M. 
Rouvier are mentioned in connection with the formation of the 
new trust. The formation of the trust is subject to the acquisition 
from the authorities of certain concessions for tramway extensions. 


Richmond.— The T.C. has arrived at an understanding 
with the L.U.T. on the following basis:—(1) 30-years’ purcbase 
period; (2) wayleave, £1,250; (3) last year's general stipulations as 
to paving, fares, widenings, &c.; (4) £20,000 towards rebuilding 
the Red Lion Street area. 


Spain.—A concession has been granted for the con- 
struction and working of a narrow gauge electric railway between 
Puente de los Fierros and Morteras de la Romia. The route is a 
very hilly one, requiring the use, on a certain portion, of the Abt 
rack rail system. It is proposed to utilise the water power of the 
River Pajares in the generation of the necessary electrical energy. 


Sunderland.—A meeting of the Tramways Committee 
of the Sunderland Corporation was held on the 6th inst., when a 
scheme forthe construction of a line to the South Docks in that 
town was considered, but was rejected on the ground that the cost 
was excessive. An estimate was made as to the cost, which was 
returned at £13,455, compared with £8,000 a mile in the other 
parts of the town. This was due to the fact that the road levels 
would have to be altered at a very considerable expense. The 
cost of interfering with gas and water mains, and of makinga 
junction, &c., would further increase the estimate by £1,255. The 
expenses of the existing route average 81d., whereas the expenses 
for the route in question would be 10d. per car-mile. Under these 
circumstances the committee decided to recommend the Council not 
to proceed with the scheme. 


Sweden.—A commission was recently constituted by the 
Swedish Government with tbe object of studying the advisability of 
substituting electric traction for that of steam on the Swedish 
railways. The conclusions of the commission are distinctly 
favourable to the adoption of electricity, Sweden being obliged to 
import nearly all the coal she consumes from abroad, whilst ske 
possessess numerous waterfalls hitherto unutilised, which could 
easily be converted into motive power. The commission in 
question has made a study of these waterfalls, indicating those that 
might be conveniently adopted for this purpose. Only those falls 
which are capable of giving at least 1,500 H.P., and which are 
situated sufficiently near the railways to permit of the economical 
transmission of energy have been considered ; a few falls somewhat 
distant, have, however, becn taken into consideration in view of 
their great force. In view of tbis decision of the Commission the 
Swedish Government has decided to hasten as much as possible the 


completion of the preliminary studies of the project with a view to 
place the matter before Parlianient next session. 


London United Extensions.—The Highways Com- 
mittee of the L.C.C., 1n the course of a report on the London 
United Tramways Bill, mentioned that a petition had been received 
from certain inhabitants of Hammersmith, asking that the Council's 
consent should be given to the company’s proposals as regards that 
borough, and that a deputation from the Borough Council had 
supported the scheme. After having conferred with representatives 
of the company, апа given the matter further consideration, the 
Committee expressed the opinion that it was desirable that two of 
the projected short lengths of lines, with the necessary connections, 
should be constructed as soon as possible, as it had been represented 
that they would be of great service in linking up portions of the 
company's existing system in Hammersmith, and affording further 
facilities for communication. The tramways in question, which 
were described in the Bill as Nos, 4, 4a, 4b, and 5, would be between 
Glenthorne Road and Goldhawk Road, and between Goldhawk 
Road and Uxbridge Road, together with two small junction lines. 
The Committee were, however, of opinion that these short tram- 
ways should be constructed and owned by the County Council, and 
should be leased to the company, but that the lease should not 
extend beyond 1909, when the company's existing lines in London, 
of which the new tramways would form part, would become pur- 
chasable by the County Council. While adopting this view in 
regard to the short sections of line, the Committee were still of 
оріріоп that the Council should not give consent to the other pro- 
posed lines in the county, as they would not be so intimately oon- 
nected with the company's existing system, and as the Council 
itself would probably revive its proposals which had to Бе. with- 
drawn last year, on account of want of co-operation from the local 
authorities along the same routes. The Committee therefore recom- 
mended the Council to give consent to the introduction of the 
company's Bill, in so far as it related £o the two lines and junctions 
referred to, and on condition that the promoters undertook to 
amend the Bill, so as to provide for the construction of these par- 
licular tramways by the County Council, and be leased to the com- 
pany on terms to be hereafter arranged. The consideration of the 
recommendation was adjourned. 


St. Helens.—After being dragged on to an inordinate 
length, the negotiations between the Corporation of St. Helens and 
New Bt. Helens District TramwaysCo. with reference to the carriage of 
goods over the tramways, have come to a deadlock. The Town 
Council at a special meeting adopted a resolution that, “ Unless 
and until the letters from the solicitors to tlie Tramways Company 
to the town clerk, of February 17th and 22nd, 1902, and the claims 
therein made, be absolutely withdrawn, with an undertaking that 
they shall in no event be again advanced by them or on their 
behalf, all negotiations are at an end." Ata meeting of the Council 
last week & further letter from the Tramways Company's solicitors 
was read, and gave rise to a long discussion. The purport of the 
letter was that the company had not previously threatened the 
Council to run goods without cbarge, but that they had intended to 
inform the Council that it wes the view of their legal advisers that 
the company might take up that position under their lease, but 
they were prepared to come to an agreement with the Council 
which would have the effect of putting an end to all such conten- 
tions which had been made. The letter was referred to the joint 
Parliamentary and Electricity Committees of the St. Helens Town 
Council. 


Wallasey.— The electric tramways were informally 
opened on Thursday last week, when a trial car, with members of 
the District Council, was run over the whole route. | 


Walsall.—The T.C., on Monday, decided to erect a 
central tramway depot on land at the Birchills at a total estimated 
cost of £12,430. The Tramways Committee were authorised to 
obtain tenders and to enter into contracts for the purchase of 28 cars 
for working the existing tramways and the proposed new tramways 
at an estimated cost of £16,100. 


Warrington, — On Tuesday, Light Railway Commis- 
sioners conducted an inquiry at Warrington respecting the applica- 
tion of the Warrington Corporation for powers to construct a light 
railway as an extension of their tramways system through Stockton 
Heath and on to the Latchford swing bridge. After hearing 
evidence, the Commissioners decided to submit an order to the 
Board of Trade. Certain provisoes as regards road widths and fares 
were, however, made. 


West Bromwich.—The "Highways Committee of the 
T.C. bave just issued a lengthy report with respect to the recon- 
struction and electrical equipment of the tramways in the borough. 
According to this document it appears that when the plans, details, 
specifications, ahd estimates were under consideration the repre- 
tentative of the South Staffordshire Tramways Lessee Company, 
Limited, and the Birmingham and Midland Tramways Company, 
Limited, raised an objection on the ground that the expenditure 
involved was too high. In order to get rid of the objection, the 
Committee decided to try and fix a lump sum for the work, and 
after some negotiations the tramway representative offered to agree 
to the sum of £100,000 as the cost of reconstructing and equipping 
the lines in West Bromwich, provided that the paving of the per- 
manent way in the High Street between the General Post Office 
and Spon Lane, and in Great Bridge between Willenhall Road and 
Brickhouse Lane with hard wood be given up, and that Mr. Quin’s 
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safety device, if used, be attended to and set for the service each 
by employés of the Corporation at the Corporation expense. The 
Committee, the report states, were assured by the engineers that 
the work could be satisfactorily carried out for the sum of £100,000, 
therefore they recommended that the offer be accepted by the 
Council on the conditions mentioned, with the exception of that as 
regards the safety device, which the Committee are of opinion 
should be attended to by the employés of the company. 


Wolverhampton.—At a meeting of the T.C. on 
Monday a letter, dated March 1st, was read from Mr. Henry Lea, 
M. Inst. C. E., 38, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham, the expert appointed 
by the Corporation, stating that he had carefully investigated the 
Lorain system of surface contact traction. My report," he adds, 
* will be a full one, and will be illustrated by drawings. I fear that 
I shall be unable to complete this report in time to send it to you 
two orthree days before the 7th inst. It will, however, probably 
serve your purpose if I now say, briefly, that I have been unable 
to discover any inherent defects in the Lorain system which should 
prevent the Corporation from giving the contractors official notice 


to proceed with the equipment of the remainder of the 11:373 miles 


of single track under Clause 8 of the contract between the Corpora- 
tion and the Lorain Steel Company.” The report has since been 
received, and is now in the hands of the town clerk, but it is first 
to be placed before the Tramways Committee and to be considered 
by them before it is issued to the public. 


York.—A poll was recently taken by the Corporation 
regarding their Parliamentary Bill One of the main points con- 
sidered was that of the tramway system. The voting was as 
follows :—Purchase of tramways, 5,381 for, 6,673 against; additional 
tramways, 4,717 for, 7,484 against. 


ELECTROMOBILE NOTES. 


Rail у. Road.—The comparison of the performances 
апа efficiencies of electric road cars with electric railways and tram- 
cars is most instructive. The paper on “ Electric Traction on 
Railways,” by Messrs. Mordey and Jenkin, now being discussed 
at the Institution of Civil Engineers, makes such a comparison of 
special interest just now, viz. :— 


Speed in Watt-hours 
ExvEctBic RA. WATSs— miles per per ton Authority. 
hour. mile. 
City and South London 13 83:8) 
Liverpool Overhead 15 70 
Dublin Tramway uh 8 917 Prof. Kennedy. 
Waterloo and City 14 41˙8 
Central London... А — 48 


(96 watt-hours per ton-mile is the total, including electric lifts, 
&c. ; of this 48 is taken as approximately correct for car-service.) 


Speed in Watt-hours 
ELECTRIC ROA D Cars.— miles per per ton Authority. 
hour. mile. 
Columbia, U.S.A. 13°3 130, 
B. G. S. Co., France 10 130 


10 140 | Exec. REv., Nov. 
12 | Hard level 86 22nd, 1901, page 


National Motor Carriage 
Syndicate, England 


14 roads 119 .864, article on 
British and Foreign Long Runs on 
Vehicle Company 11:5 138 | One Charge." 
Baker Motor Co., U.S.A. 8 78 
Krieger Car, France 12:4 115 


The tractive resistance, ог draw- bar pull, in the case of electric 
railways on smooth steel rails is 10 to 12 Ibs. per ton. 

The tractive resistance, or draw- bar pull, of the electric roadcars 
was over 50 lbs. per ton, on the average, and on the hills met with 
on the long runs the tractive resistance was at times over 100 lbs. 
per ton, so that the proportion with equal speeds between the City 
and South London Electric Railway, 13 miles and 53:8 watt-hours 
per ton-mile, and the Columbia Electric Road Car, 13°3 miles and 
130 watt-hours per ton-mile would be :— 


City & South London Electric 83:8 
Railway. 
Columbia Road Vehicle . 31 


With а tractive resistance of 
12 lbs. per ton. 

In inverse proportion 50 
lbs. to 12 lbs. per ton. 
Take another example :— š 
Waterloo and City Electric Railway at 14 miles and 41:8 watt- 

hours per ton-mile, and the National Motor Carriage Syndicate’s 

electric vehicle, at 14 miles and 119 watt-hours per ton-mile. 


Waterloo and City . 41˙8  Tractive resistance at 12 lbs: 


| рег їоп. 
National Motor Carriage Syn- 28°5 In inverse proportion of 50 
dicate Road Vehicle. | lbs. to 12 lbs. 


In this comparison the watt-hours per ton-mile given for the 
electric railways is the average of all the energy generated, and 
includes the loss in generators, conductors, converters, and balancers, 
a8 well as car losses, whereas, in the electric road vehicle, the energy 
is that actually used on the car, and to this should be added 25 per 
cent. for loss between charge and discharge of batteries. With such 
an addition, the comparison would read :— 


w. h. /t. m. w. h. / t. m. 
City & South London } 83:8 Columbia Road 39 
Electric Railway Car 
Waterloo & City Elec- } 41:8 N. M. С. Synd. } 35 6 
tric Railway Road Car тен 


The great differences still remaining between the two systems 
can partly be accounted for by loss in the conductors and balancers ; 
but, making every allowance, the efficiency of the road vehicle on 
common roads, in comparison with the electric trains on steel rails, 
is greatly in favour of the electric road vehicle, and furnishes food 
for reflection. 


The Automobile Club.—The following members have 
been appointed as an Electrical Committee, viz.:—Mr. Roger 
Wallace, K.C., Mr. Theodore Chambers, Mr. J. S. Critchley, 
M. I. M. E., Mr. Henry Edmunds, M. I. M. E., Mr. R. E. Erskine, Mr. 
J. M. Gorham, NM. I. C. E., Mr. J. Ernest Hutton, J. P., Mr. E. H. 
Cozens-Hardy, Mr. Ralph Lucas, Mr. J. O'Gorman, Mr. Llewellyn 
Preece, Mr. G. E. B. Pritchett, Mr. Henry F. Joel, A. M. I. C. E., Mr. 
Edward Manville, M. I. E. E., Mt. A. G. New, Mr. C. Opperman, 
Mr. Percy D. Northey, M. I. M. E., and Mr. Paris E. Singer. This 
Committee, from which, by the way, the professors who officiated at 
the club trials of electrical vehicles at Chislehurst, 1900, are con- 
spicuous by their absence, bas already met and recommended a 
further series of trials of electric road cars in June of this year, 
special attention being given to the tests and the necessity of 
obtaining information for the improvement of electric road cars. 

The Committee recommends the following programme of trials on 
six successive days :— 

First day, London to Brighton, small cars, to have an optional 
course in London. 

Second day, Brighton to London, or ditto. 

Third day, Sandown and back, or ditto. 

Fourth day, Windsor and back, or ditto. 

Fifth day, Ascot and back, or ditto. 

Sixth day, special tests in London. 

A very comprehensive series of runs and on routes that will 
enable the public, or those of the public that are interested, to have 
an opportunity of seeing the cars day by day. 

The Committee have arranged for the following :— 

Weights of batteries, cars and load, each separately, 

Draw-bar pull of each car, 

Eficeney | With all electrical data, 

-Recuperation, 
as well as all details of construction, sizes of wheels, and other 
useful information. We heartily congratulate the Automobile Club 
on their energy and good sense in appointing а committee of 
practical men to advance the interests and assist in the improve- 
ment of electric road cars. 

In addition to the work of the Committee, this enterprising club 
invited the editor of the 4utomotor to read a paper on Electrical 
Vehicles” at their house dinner on February 26th last; the 
paper was read by Mr. Lucas, and was followed by a most 
interesting discussion. Surely the learned institutions and societies 
are lacking when they allow what was originally a social club 
to take up their functions and supply the demand for informa- 
tion on such up-to-date subjects as electric road cars. 

Mr. Swinburne took the chair at the meeting, and in the dis- 
cussion that followed, Mr. Opperman, Mr. Henry F. Joel, Dr. 
Playfair, Mr. Northey, Mr. Leitner and Mr. Chambers took part. 
Mr. Joel gave figures obtained from various authorities as to the 
cost of different cars, viz. :— 

Petrol car, 1d. to 14d. per ton-mile. 

A steam car burning petrol, 3d. per ton-mile. 

A heavy steam vehicle with coke fuel, 3d. per ton-mile. 

An electric car, taking the unit as costing 14d., 9d., or less than 
1d. per ton-mile. 


Electromobiles in London,—Electric road cars аге 
making headway in London. The elegant electric broughams intro- 
duced in London by Mr. Paris Singer are far in advance of the 
previous Londou Cab Company’s cabs, being lighter, more econo- 
mical, and more reliable in every way. Mr. Paris Singer says 
he is full of orders, and that all his time is taken up in supplying 
the cars. 

A new electric omnibus is shortly to be put on the streets of 
London by the London Road Саг Company. It is stated that the 
weight of this clectric omnibus, exclusive of batteries, will be about 
3 tons. This weight appears to be high und retrogressive; the 
tendency is to reduce the weights of electric vehicles, whilst their 
strength is maintained by better construction. We hope to have 
further particulars, and to give our readers a full opportunity of 
judging for themselves as to the practicability of the venture. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Mansfield Telephones.— The Mansfield Council has 
been in communication with the Woodhouse U. D.C. asking for 
its support in a proposed application for a municipal telephone 
license. The proposed rates under the scheme would be as 
follows: — For an exchange connection, £6; for message rate 
connection, 43 and 1d. per originating call up to 720, and after that 
number 4d. 
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Australian Telegraphs.— Melbourne dispatch to the 
Sydney Daily Telegraph (January 27th) reads as follows: — 

The deadlock in the negotiations between the Federal Postmaster-Gencral 
and Mr. Warren, representative of the Eastern Extension Company, with re- 
ference to the Cape cable is broken. In reply to a letter fromm Senator Drake, 
the company’s Australian manager wrote on January 23rd, saying that he 
would procure the needed information from his l.ondon directors as to the 
two points in the existing contracts with Tasmania, New South Wales, South 
Australia and West Australia. The two points referred to are :—il) A clause 
whereby contracts are indeterminable except by mutual consent; and (2) 
clauses under which the Australian Governments are required, directly the 
Pacific cable is opened, to construct and maintain for practically the exclusive 
benetit of the Eastern Extension Company special wires from Adelaide to the 
South Australian border, and from Svdney to the New South Wales border. 
The Federal Governinent requires a vital alteration with respect to clause 1, 
and requests information of a technical character as to the wires contracted 
for under clause 2 before it can see its way to submit а draft Federal agree- 
ment in substitution for the separate State contracts, and include Victoria 
and Queensland in its scope. The prospect of having to give the Eastern 
Company a series of land lines connecting Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne, 
and Brisbane is not viewed with pleasure by the Postinaster-CGieneral and his 
advisers. Mr. Warren expects a message from London in a few days, however, 
which should pave the way toa definite understanding between the Cable 
Company and the Federal Government. 


Glasgow Telephones.—The Secretary of State for 
Scotland has consented to the Corporation increasing its borrowing 
powers for telephone purposes from £120,000 to #£220,000. 
Mr. Bennett, the general manager and engineer, is to be retained 
for another two years and to receive £500 as manager and £500 in 
lieu of commission on engineering work carried out under him as 
consulting engineer, either party reserviug the right to terminate 
the engagement or arrangement at March 1st, 1903, on giving three 
months’ notice. The wages of the 82 employés of the department 
are to be increased, and a scheme for grading the salaries of the 
various classes is to be submitted by the manager. 


Southport Telephones.—The Telephone Committee of 
the Corporation have resolved that the Postmaster-General be 
requested to fix the period for the telephone license to expire on 
December 31st, 1912, and to fix the charges suggested by the 
Council. 


Telegraph Construction in Northern Nigeria.— The 
High Commissioner of Northern Nigeria, Brigadier-General Sir F. 
Lugard, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., in his report for the year 1900-1901, 
just issued, states that the construction of the telegraph line from 
Lokoja to Ibi, on the Benné, was arrested by the hostility of the 
Munshi tribes. A strong expedition was organised, and by the 
end of March last the Munshi country to the north of the Benné 
had been traversed by the troops and severe loss inflicted on the 
tribes in a series of engagements. The natives use poisoned arrows 
of a very deadly kind, and are said to be a constant source of 
trouble. The principal chiefs, however, made submission, but the 
season was too far advanced to admit of the extension of the tele- 
graph beyond Akwaneja, on the borders of Muushiland, 100 miles 
from the Niger. The staff employed had already completed their 
period of service, and the medical authorities deprecated their stay 
duripg another rainy season in the unbealthy swamps and forests of 
the Munshi country. The lines completed are (1) that from the 
Lagos frontier to Jebba (connecting with Lagos), and (2) thence to 
Lokoja, together with the extension from Lokoja {о Akwaneja. A 
line has also been cleared southwards along the Niger bank for 
some 25 miles, and poles have been erected along this for 15 miles. 
The lines now urgently required are said to be as follows :—(a) The 
completion of the Lokoja—Ibi line, which it is proposed to carry 
further to the north of the Benné, во as to avoid the Munshi 
country. (6) A line to connect a new site of the European settle- 
ment which it is proposed to establish further down the river from 
Lokoja with the ‘Niger, and to be continued through Rontagors to 
Шо. 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade.— February proved 
to be a relatively quiet month as regards the export trade of this 
country in telegraph wire and apparatus connected therewith, the 
shipments unly attaining a value of £126,330 tons as compared with 
£586,285 in January last, and £126,510 in February, 1901. For the 
two months ending with February last, the exports have amouuted 
to £712,615, which compares with £722,632 in the corresponding 
two months of last year. 


Underground Telegraphs.— Last week the Postmaster- 
Gencral received a deputation from Chambers of Commerce in the 


North, who urged upon him the necessity for extending the under- . 


ground telegraph cable to the north. In reply, the Marquis of 
Londonderry stated that the main underground line to Birmingb:un 
had cost £165,000. The line had been extended as far as Stafford, 
and would this year be carried on to Warrington, where it would 
join the existing underground line between Liverpool and Man- 
chester. А section of the line north from Preston had also been 
laid for a distance of about 30 miles; it had been selected because 
all the main west coast lines converged there, and the route they 
traversed was exposed. It would form a link in the intended 
extension of the line to Scotland. From Manchester it was in con- 
templation to extend the underground line northwards through 
Leeds to Newcastle-on-Tyne, and various towns en route would 
benefit by that extension. But the lowest computation of the cost 
of an underground line between London and Glasgow was £700,000. 
It would be for the Chancellor of the Exchequer to decide what 
amount of money he would allow annually in order that the scheme 
they had in view might be carried out. The real crux of the 
situation was pounds, shillings, and pence. It was far more a 


Treasury matter than a Post Office one, and he thought that that 
important deputation should wait upon the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and ask for his views upon the subject. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—4A Reuter dispatch dated Ottawa 
says that Marconi was on Wednesday to sign a contract by which 
the Government will grant him a subsidy of 380,000 for the erection 
of a station оп the Nova Scotia coast. He says he believes he can 
communicate from that point with Cape Town. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Birkenhead.—March 18th. Balancer, boosters, switch- 


board and battery, for the South End generating station. See 
„Official Notices" March 7th. 


Bournemouth.—March 15th. Coal and ash conveyors, 
bunkers, &c., for the Corporation tram station. See “Official 
Notices February 28th. . 


Boston.—Firms willing to carry out the Council's electric 
lighting and tramways order are invited to communicate with the 
chairman of the Lighting Committee. See “ Offcial Notices” 
February 28th. 


Brighton.—March 24th. Telephone cables, conduits, 
poles, instruments, wires, batteries, switchboards and various other 
materials for Corporation telephone system. See Official Notices 
February 28th. 


Devonport.—March 26th. Permanent way, bonding, 
&c., for over three miles of track for the Corporation. See 
“ Official Notices” to-day. 


Edinburgh.—March.31st. Arc lamp carbons, cast-iron 
pipes, also road box frames, covers, &c. See “ Official Notices " 
to-day. 


Ghent.—March 20th. The latest date for sending in 
tenders for the establishment of electrical works has been extended 
to March 20th. ‘The original advertisement appeared in our 
“Official Notices" on January 3rd. 


Hackney.—April 9th. Three water-tube boilers, water 
softener, &c., for the electricity works. See “Official Notices 
February 28th. 


Halifax.— March 24th. Water-tube boilers, super- 
heaters, 200-kw. rotary converters, 75-Kw. transformers, and high 
tension switchboard for the Corporation. See Official Notices " 
to-day. 


Heckmondwike.—March 15th. Piping, traction gene- 
rator, battery and booster, switchboard work, condenser, cooling 
tower, feeders, &c., for the U.D.C. See Official Notices February 
28th. . 


IIford.— March 24th. Cars, trucks, motors and equip- 
ments, See Official Notices February 21st. 


Iiford.—March 27th. U. D.C. wants tenders for over- 
head line equipment, poles, feeder cables, &c. See Official 
Notices " March 7th. 


Leeds.—March 17th. The Corporation wants tenders 
for installing electric light in the underground conveniences at 
Kirkgate Market, Leeds. Particulars may be obtained at the City 
Engineer's Office, Leeds. 


Madrid,—April 5th. Tenders are invited by the Spanish 
Government, to be received not later than April 5th, for the supply 
of 15 tons of bronze wire for the Government Telegraph Service. 
Some particulars may be examined at the Commercial Department 
of the Foreign Office. 


Manchester.—March 27th. Steam and other piping 
апа tanks for Stuart Street generating station for the Corporation. 
See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Oldham.—March 25th. Piping, pumps, tools, &c., for 
the Greenhill electricity station. See '' Official Notices " February 
28th. 


Oulton. — The Mutford and Lothingland Board of 


Guardians are considering the question of providing an electric 
light installation for the workhouse at Oulton. 


Penang.—April 28th. Boilers, condenser, pumps, pipes, 
steam dynamos and balancer booster, switchboards, batteries, cables, 
junction boxes, arc and glow lamps, posts and accessories, for the 
commissioners of George Town. бее our “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Plvmouth.—March 25th. Electricity meters, cables, 
and transformers. See Official Notices" March 7th. 
Plymouth,—March 25th. Lancashire boilers and 


stokerB, piping, condensers, valves, &c. See ‘Official Notices " 
March 7th. 
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Rockhampton (Australia).— March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. See 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


St, Pancras.—March 14th. Overhead travellers for the 
Council. See “ Official Notices " February 28th. 


St. Petersburg.—March 25th. The Executive Board 
of the municipality is wanting tenders for the installation of a 
temporary telephone station for 900 subscribers. Full particulars 
are given in our advertisement pages to-day of the various 
apparatus and instruments апа cables required. 


Salford.—March 22nd. Electric motors up to 3 H.P., 
ditto, from 4 to 15 E.P., also starting switches and resistances, for 
the Corporation motor hiring scheme. See Official Notices 
Match 7th. 


Southend.—April 2nd. Electric wiring propositions are 
wanted by the Corporation. See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Spain.—March 29th. The Board of Trade Journal 
says that for the third time tenders are being called for the 
installation and working for 15 years of the electric light in the 
“ Carcel Modelo,” Madrid, at the upset price of 40,000 pesetas, or 


about £1,164 per annum, payable in monthly instalments. А. 


provisional deposit of 2,000 pesctas, or about £58, is required to 
qualify any tender. The number of lamps and other particulars 
may be learnt upon application at the Secretariat of the Prison 
Committee, situated in the “Prisión Celular,” Madrid. 


Spain.—April 1st. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders until April 1st for the 
supply of 136 tons of iron wire 4 mm. diameter, and 5 tons 5 mm. 
diameter. 
sent to, La Direccion Gencral de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas 10, 
Madrid. 


Spain.—April 3rd. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities are inviting tenders until April 3rd for the supply of 15 
tons of copper wire.  Particulars may be obtained from, and ten- 
ders are to be sent to, La Direccion Genoral de Correos y Tele- 
grafos, 10, Carretas, Madrid. 


Stepney.—March 20th. Cables and conduits for electric 
lighting. See “Official Notices” March 7th. 


Southampton.—March 26th. Trolley wire, poles, rail 
bonds, &c., for the Corporation tramways. See '' Official Notices” 
to-day. 


Stoke-upon-Trent.—March 26th. Engine and dynamo, 
electric motor, &c., for the Guardians. See our Official Notices 
to-day. 


Sunderland,—March 26th. 
cast-iron pipes for electric light department. 
Notices to-day. 


Wallsend.— March 19th. The Council wants tenders for 
& refuse destructor, electric lighting machinery, electric crane and 
motor for driving same. "The destructor must be capable of dealing 
with 300 tons of ashpit, privy and general town refuse per week. 
Pug mills to grind the resulting clinker. 
machinery to light the destructor and adjacent street and public 
quay. The crane, to lift 5 tons, is to be erected on the quay. Mr. 
George Hollings, borough surveyor. 


Warrington.—4April 9th. Steel rails and permanent 
way work, also overhead equipment for Corporation tramways. 
See “Official Notices " to-day. 


India-rubber cable and 
See “ Official 


CLOSED. 
Admiralty.—Messrs. Easton & Co., Limited, have 


received the contract from the Thames Ironworks, Engineering and 
Shipbuilding Company, Limited, the contract for the supply and 
erection of the whole of the machinery required to operate the 
eight sliding and three floating caissons which the company are 
supplying to the Admiralty for the new docks at Keybam. The 
plant in question comprises the hauling and lifting gear for the 
caissons and caisson decks, drainage pumps, air reservoirs 
and sluices, and the usual small gear, the whole being driven by 
compressed air engines, while the necessary apparatus fur working 
the caissons by hand is also included. The contract price is 
between £50,000 and £60,000. 


Brighton,—The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Witting Brothers, for the supply of 10 additional electric cars at 
£576 per car complete. There were 14 tenders, the highest figure 
quoted being £751 рег car. On Saturday March Ist, Mr. Tilly, who 
owned the local bus service, withdrew all his ’busses from the 
routes, owing to the competition with the Corporation cars. 


Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be 


The electric lighting 


- 


Colchester.—The U.D.C. has provisionally accepted the 
tender of Messrs. Davey, Paxman & Co., to supply and fix a steel 
“Economic " boiler, capable of evaporating 10,000 lbs. of water per 
hour, for the sum of £920. | 


France.—The French Post and Telegraph authorities 
have just given out some large orders for telegraph wire as follows : 
—La Société Metallurgique de Gorcy, 12 tons of galvanised iron 
wire, 1 mm. dia. at 415 fr. per ton, and 80 tons ditto, 4 mm. dia, 
at 247% fr.; La Société des Forges de Franche-Comté of Besancon, 
100 tons ditto, 3 mm. dia. at 203 fr., and 60 tons ditto, 4 mm. dia, 
at 198 fr.; Messrs. Lefort & Co.,of Mohon (Ardennes), 80 tons 
ditto, 4 mm. dia. at 259 fr.; and Les Trefileries du Havre, 80 tons 
ditto, 4 mm. dia., at 259 fr. 


Glasgow.—The following contracts have been let by the 


Corporation Tramways Committee :— 


Messrs. McDowall Steven & Co., Glasgow, pole base castings &c., £1,631. 
Messrs. Glenfield & Kennedy, Kilmarnock, a hydraulic direct lift platform hoist 
at Kinning Park depot, for £178, 


The Corporation Telephone Committee has accepted the 
following :— 


The Telegraph Manufacturing Company, Helsby, extensions to Bridgeton 
Telephone (Branch) Exchange, £44. Messrs. Jas. Allen, Senr. & Son, and 
Messrs. Walter McFarlane & Co., Glasgow, cast-iron pipes for street maias, 
$290 ar Pan The British Insulated Wire Company, dry core cables, 

2, з. 6d. 


Messrs. Mavor & Coulson are to supply electric motors (£253) 
for the exhibition organ, which is to be erected at the Glasgow Art 
Gallery and Museum. 


Leigh.—The tender of Messrs. W. К. Renshaw and 
Company, of Stoke-on-Trent, for the supply of а 400-H. P. 
“ Accessible” water-tube boiler at £707 has been conditionally 
accepted by the Tramways and Electricity Committee of the T.C. 
The Committee has also accepted the tender of Messrs. Cowans, 
Limited, to supply one dynamo panel and two feeder panels for 
the switchboard at the electricity station at £349. 


Manchester.—Contracts to the extent of £30,000 have 
been let by the Electricity Committee of the Manchester Corpora- 
tion. Messrs. Mather & Platt, of Salford, have secured contracts 
for surface condensers &c., at the Stuart Street station. 


Newport, Mon.—Messrs. Broadbent & Sons, who have 
contracted to supply an overhead travelling crane for the new 
Corporation power station at Newport, objected to the penalty for 
delay provided in their contract, and the Corporation have 
agreed to reduce it from £50 to £15 per week. 

The accepted tender for the new power station, car and repair 
sheds and chimney shaft, for Newport County Council, is that of 
Messrs. A. S. Morgan & Co., the particulars being as follows :— 


£16,146 10 5 
2,489 2 11 
4,901 18 8 


Power station 
Chimney shaft .. 


Car sheds and repair shops = fe Ёз 

It is, however, proposed to substitute for the ordinary brick 

chimney shaft, опе of a specially light design, by the Alphons 
Custodis Company, of Sheffield, the price of which will be £1,630, 

thus effecting a considerable saving. 


Walsall.—The T.C. has entered into the following 


contracts :— 


Messrs. William Griffiths & Co., Limited, of London, for the construction of 
permanent way, 435,827 9s. 9d. Messrs. Robert Blackwell & Co., Limited, for 
overhead equipment of the tramways (except the Bloxwich extension), and also 
for the re-equipment of so much of the existing lines iu the borough as extend 
from the top of Park Street to Mellish Road, £7,480 78. 8d. Callender's Cable 
and „ Company, Limited, for high tension cable and tramway feeder, 
£6,444 125. 1d. 


West Bromwich.—The Corporation has accepted the 
tender of Mr. George Law, of Kidderminster, for the construction 
of permanent way for 14 miles of route. 

The Committee also recommend the Council to accept the follow- 
ing tenders in connection with the work: — Rails, Messrs. Bolckow, 
Vaughan & Co., Limited, Middlesbrough ; tie-bars, Guest, Keen, 
and Co., Limited, West Bromwich; points and crossings, Hadfields, 
Limited, Sheffield ; poles, J. Spencer and Co., Limited, West Brom- 
wich ; overhead equipment, bonds and cables, The British Insulated 
Wire Company, Prescot. 


Woolwich.—The M.B.C. has accepted the lowest of the 
following tenders for 200 210-volt 32-c.P. lamps for public lighting 
in the Plumstead area :— 


Name. Lamp. Price 
General Electric Company “ Robertson” es ig. 54. 
Sunbeam Lamp Company i ©“ Sunbeam ” is ls, 8d. 
Hiram Maxim Lamp Company. „Maxim“ se ls. Id. 
Zurich Lamp Company ; “Stearn” .. 


а aa 1s. 2d. 
Fuller, Macleod & Co. .. - — . 9d. plain, 10d. frosted. 


The existing 230-volt lamps are to be superseded. 
Wolverhampton.—The Tramways Committee recoin- 


mend the purchase of six double decked cars from Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr & Co., at £515 108. per car. 
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FRANKFORT ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


THERE are probably very few electrical engineers in England 
who have not at some time or other considered the important 
problem which is even now before many alternating-current 
single-phase systems, when a demand for tramway service 
arises. It is necessary to supply direct current for the 
traction load, and to determine the best way is a problem not 
easily solved. "The subject has been dealt with at Frankfort 
on a large scale, and the methods adopted there are worthy 
of examination. f 

The central station was built in the summer of 1894 and 
opened in October of the same year. It is situated outside 
the town and near to the river Maine. The present plant 
has an actual aggregate generating capacity of 9,000 I. H. r., 
including four 750-H.P. steam generators and four 1,500-H.P. 
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tion, and step-down transformers for the station light and 
power circuits. Я ` 

The boiler house measures 18 m. x 120 m. Under 
the boiler house floor there is an ash conduit with 
a rail track, which communicates with an electric hoist for 
slag trucks, Behind the boilers is the main flue, which has 
а cross-section of 3°8 sq. m., and merges at both ends into a 
chimney 50 m. high and 2°8 m. inside diameter at the top. 

Adjoining the boiler house is a coal bunker 11:5 x 120 
x 6 m. high. In the centre of the coal house are par- 
titioned off spaces for lavatories, cloak rooms and stores. 
Under these spaces there is a masonry tank for feed water, 
supplied by the town waterworks, and having a capacity of 
130 cb. m. The hot water tanks are fed from this tank by 
means of an injector. 

The boiler installation consists of 12 patent Kuhn in- 


Fic. 1.—GENERAL VIEW OF ENGINE Room. 


seta. The generators are all single-phase, constructed by 
Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co., to whom we are indebted for 
the illustrations which accompany this article. 

The load is approximately equally divided into a lighting 
system and a motor and traction service, the single-phase 
motors ranging from 10 H. P. to 150 H.P., with 500-kw. motor- 
generators for the tramway supply. Connections are being 
made to supply over 5,000 Kw. for power and about 7,000 kw. 


for lighting, and to meet this demand two 4,000-mH.P. 


Brown, Boveri-Parsons steam turbines, running at a speed 
of 1,360 revolutions per minute, are to be installed, working 
with superheated steam at 135 lbs. pressure and 300? С. 

. The accompanying illustrations serve to show the very 
liberal floor space allowed in the engine room, which 
measures 23 x 86 metres in plan by 10°5 m. high from the 
floor level to the eaves. The basement contains steam 
collectors, piping, cables, a complete oil-purifying installa- 


ternal flue boilers with Galloway tubes, transverse drums 
and Tenbrink grates, and six “ Simonis & Lanz” automatically 
fired water-tube boilers, system Münkner. 

The internal flue boilers have each 1:98 sq. m. grate sur- 
face, and heating surface 86 sq. m., the proportion thus 
being 1 : 43:4. The boilers are 8:78 m. long, and 2:5 and 
2°35 m. in diameter. The internal flue is 1:3—1:4 m. in 
diameter, of corrugated plates, and is strengthened by four 
Galloway tubes, which also provide for the required circula- 
tion of water. Each boiler has a steam dome 1:2 m. high 
and 1 m. in diameter, on which are arranged the safety and 
stop valves. 

In front of the inclined Tenbrink grate there is arranged 
a transverse drum which causes the flame to. return and to 
mix again with air, whereby, in combination with the 
continuous sliding down of the fuel, a good smoke con- 


sumption is attained. 
G 
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The boilers supply in normal working 17:5, and as a maxi- 
mum 27:5 kg. of dry steam of 135 lbs. pressure, per sq. m. of 
heating surface. 

The grate surface of each water-tube boiler is 4°56 sq. m., 
and the heating surface 310 sq. m.,the proportion being 1 : 68. 
Each boiler is provided with two upper drums, each 1:35 m. 
diameter, and 6:1 m. long. Each of these has a steam 
dome 850 mm. high, and 700 mm. in diameter. 


Fic. 2.—T' wo SINGLE-PHASE 1,500-н.р. GENERATING SETS. 


The supply of fuel is effected by  electrically-driven 
Münkner apparatus, by which the coal is delivered in 
adjustable quantities on to a plate, whence it is thrown 
uniformly over the grave by means of shovels. These boilers 
give up to 12 kg. of steam per sq. m. of heating surface per 
hour. 

On the west side there are, besides, six Steinmüller water- 
tube boilers, having a heating surface of 311:5 sq. m., and 
working with a superheater of 72 sq, m., which can be 
cut in and out during working. Each 
boiler is provided with two upper boilers 
of 1:2 m, diameter and 6:5 m. long. 
Each boiler is provided with Leach's 
automatic fuel-feeding apparatus with 
four furnaces. These apparatus are 
driven by electricity. The boilers and 
the superheater are built for 150 lbs. 
pressure, and are supposed to give 9 kg. 
steam of 300° C. рег sq. m. рег hour. 

All the above data as to the evapor- 
ating capacity are for the Ruhr coal, of 
the heating value of 7,500—8,000 
calories. 

As regards the steam piping, the 12 
internal flue boilera are connected with 
а steam collector arranged in the base- 
ment of the engine room. It is 630 mm. 
in diameter, and is made in two sections 
connected by a copper bend, each section 
being capable of being shut off separately 
by means of valves. For the water-tube 
boilers, instead of the collector, a cir- 
cular pipe was chosen, communicating 
with the collector at two points. In 
each pipe leading to the enyine there 
is inserved а cast-iron steam drying 
apparatus. The valves are arranged 
in such a manner as to enable each 
boiler and each engine separately to be shut off from the 
main steam pipe. 

The pumps take the feed water from theeight hot water tanks 
already mentioned, which have a capacity of 20 cb. m. each. 
The water in these tanks is heated to 90* C. by the exhaust 
steam from the pumping engines passing through a coil. 
Each tank has, moreover, an injector for heatiug it with 
live steam. 


The 750-н.р. tandem compound engines, shown in fig. 1, 
were supplied by the firm G. Kuhn, of Stuttgart, and their 
normal power at 120 lbs. initial pressure and 85 revolutions per 
minute is 560 B. H. r., and maximum 750 B. H.. The engines are 
fitted with Kuchenbecker valve gear, and may be worked either 
as condensing or non-condensing engines. The length of the 
engine from the centre of crankshaft to the end of cylinders 
is 9˙2 m., the distance between bearings 1:47 m. and 2:48 m. 
The cylinders are 620 and 960 mm. in 
diameter, the stroke 1,200 mm. The 
weight of the fly-wheel is 28 tons, and 
its diameter 4°8 m.; it corresponds to a 
degree of sensitiveness of 1: 200. 

The results of steam trials are as 


follows :— 
At 360 B.H.P.... 6.99 kg. per I. l. P. 
75 578 9 t 67195 ” per hour 
„ 760 „ . 716 „ | 


The 1,500-H.P. engines (fig. 2) were 
built by Messrs. Salzer Bros., and 
provided with Sulzer valve gear. The 
cylinders are 975 and 1,250 mm. 
diameter, the stroke 1,500 mm. The 
engines are 13 m. long, and have 
two bearings 3,740 mm. apart. At 
85 revolutions, and at 120 lbs. initial 
pressure, the engines give 1,500 B. H. P. 
each as a maximum. The fly-wheel is 
6:1 m. in diameter, and weighs 50 
tons, 

The steam consumption per I.H.P. 


per hour was found to be as 
follows :— 

At 705 B. H. P. ы Ыз 6°15 Ер. 

s. 41073 „ M 6:29 „ 

53 1,408 99 eee [EX 6:54 59 


The generators, which were all supplied by Brown, Boveri 
and Co., of Baden, are built as fly-wheel machines, and 
generate single-phase alternating current at 3,000 volts, with 
а frequency of 45 cycles per second. The alternators are 
direct connected to the steam engines, and their outputs are 


Ета. 3.—SINGLE-PHASE ALTERNATOR, 1,032 Kw. 


522 and 1,082 Kw. respectively. The field is built directly 
on the fly-wheel, and is formed by 64 poles. The winding 
consists of flat copper strip wound on edge, with inter- 
mediate layers of paper. The exciting current is collected 
by means of two slip rings with double sets of brushes, 
The armature wheel, which is built round the fly-wheel, isin 
four sections and rests on two cylindrical supports, round 
which it can rotate, cast on the main bearings, The arma- 
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ture consists of 16 segments, each having four spools. The 
spools consist of a few turns of copper cable and are insulated 
from the frame by thick paper tubes. The current is taken 
by two contact blades arranged on the armature wheel and 


Fia. 4.—Sus-Stration; MorTon-GQENERATORS FOR TRAMWAYS. 


engaging with copper springs secured to the foundation of 
the machine. The armature wheel is held in the right 
position by means of four bolts screwed into the bedplate. 
Owing to the armature being rotatable and to each segment 
being interchangeable, the parts that become damaged can 
be replaced very quickly. (See fig. 3.) 

The exciters are mounted direct on the main shaft and аге, 
for the small alternators, series dynamos of 80 volts 180 
amperes, and for the large ones shunt dynamos of 90 volts 
and 280 amperes. 

The passage in the basement in front of the alternators is 
formed into a cable 
trench, and contains 
the alternating and 
the exciting current 
cables, mounted on 
insulators, and con- 
ducted behind a 
wooden partition 
along the wall to- 
wards the switch- 
board. 

The switchboard, 
seen mounted on a 
gallery in the back- 
ground in fig. 1, is 
of the common Con- 
tinental type. The 
front is of white 
marble, and has no 
. high pressure parts 
on its surface, all 
connections being 
arranged at the back. 
There are two com- 
plete systems of bus 
bars, one for lighting 
and the other for 
power. A main ammeter reads the total current taken 
by the respective systems. 

The mains laid by Messrs. Felten & Guilleaume are con- 
centric lead-covered, with iron armour, the primary and 
secondary being embedded in sand and covered with bricks 
to a depth of 70 and 60 c.m. respectively. The transformers 


have a ratio of 2,850 volts to 125 volts, and were all 
supplied by Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co. These trans- 
formers are arranged partly in underground pits; others are 
mounted in or near the consumers' premises. | 

The tramway 
motor-generator 
plant at Schillerplatz 
is arranged in а 
Spacious station 
underground. It is 
connected to the 
central station by 
two high pressure 
feeders of 2108q. mm. 
cross-section. The 
sub -station consists 
of two chambers, 
опе 20 m. x 9:5 ш. 
x 5'6 m. high con- 
taining the motor- 
generators, and the 
other about the same 
size for the battery. 
The main walls are 
of concrete, and the 
roof of iron girders 
with concrete arches. 
Electrically - driven 
fans are provided for 
keeping the station 
thoroughly venti- 
lated. 
| The motor gene- 
rators (fig. 4) are 
designed for a work- 
ing load of 500 Kw. 
each, at a maximum voltage of 550, speed 340 revó- 
lutions per minute. They are the well-known Brown- 
Boveri type of synchronous machine. At the present 
time there are three installed, and we are informed that no 
trouble whatever is experienced in running or in synchroni- 
sing. The guaranteed efficiency at full load is 91 per cent. ; 
at half load 89 per cent. Space has been left for the subse- 
quent addition of a fourth generator. 

The front view of the switchboard is seen in fig. 5. No 
attempt has been made here to prevent access to the back, 
which presents a mass of innumerable. bus bars, both high 


Fic. 5.—SwITCHBOARD IN SuB-STATION. 


pressure alternating and direct current, with switches, 
fuses, ammeter shunts and leads, which are not at all 
inviting, although we are informed that special attention 
had been paid to keeping high pressure parts separate from 
the low pressure. | 
Referring to the illustration, the traction feeders at, pre- 
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sent installed, six in number, are mounted at the right of the 
board. The pc. generator panels, with the blank space for 
the fourth machine, are shown to the left of them. Further 
on past the battery are synchronous motor and booster panels, 


Fig. 6.—BUFFER BATTERY IN SUB-STATION. 


and at the extreme left of the board are the three panels 
for the high pressure side of the machines. 

The battery contains 276 cells of Pollak's type, of a 
normal capacity of 920 ampere-hours at one-hour discharge. 
The battery is intended as a buffer to equalise the tramway 
load, and also to run up Ше motor-generator to speed from 
the direct current side for synchronising. It is also useful 
as а reserve, it being capable of. replacing a 500-Kw. gene- 
rator for a period of one hour. No battery switch or regu- 
lating cells are needed. Fig. 6 is a view of the battery 
room as seen from the entrance. 

The pumping station at Albe Mainzergasse and the lifts 
of Messrs. Zónhold Sóhne in Kaiserstrasse are interesting 
as examples of small single-phase motors working under con- 
ditions which should prove their value, and perhaps make 
them more popular for motor loads for single-phase systems 
in this country. 

The order and cleanliness prevailing in these stations 
reflect great credit on the designers and engineers alike. 
The perfectly wholesome condition of the floors, and, in 
fact, the entire plant and buildings, are truly represented by 
the illustrations given with this description. The members 
of the I.E.E. left Frankfort last year with a feeling that they 
bad seen a power and lighting system which might have 
been akin to many of our own early stations at the present 
time, but for the general tendency in England to add 
entirely new direct-current plant when the demand arises for 
a traction or heavy motor load. 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING OF THE EMBANK- 
MENT. 


Tue electric lighting system of the Victoria Embankment and of 
Westminster Bridge, part of which was formally inaugurated by the 
L.C.C. last year, was recently completed and is now in full operation. 
The first instalment, as described in our pages at the time, was con- 
fined to the parapet, 6-ampere arc lamps of the open type being 
neatly adapted to the existing and artistic standards formerly 
devoted to gas lighting. The roadway is now illuminated with a 
row of 12-ampere lamps along either side, pendant from graceful 
standards similar to the one near the Houses of Parliament, which 


we illustrate. 'The lamps, raising gear, &c., were designed, made 
and erected by the Gilbert Arc Lamp Company, Limited, of 
Chingford. 
A special feature of the work is the extraordinary length of 
carbon used—no less than 6 ft. in each lamp—in this case, as in 
most of the public lighting installations 
carried out by this firm. In spite of this 
fact, the appearance of the lamp, to- 
gether with the contact hood containing the 
raising gear, is extremely neat and well 
proportioned. 

The raising gear, which we recently 
examined, is exceptionally strong, and 
embodies several new features; the lamp 
is suspended by two stout steel cords, so 
that it cannot twist, and it is impossible for 
it to get out of control and fall. Contact is 
made by means of spring plungers with long 
travel. 

Objection is often raised to double carbon 
lamps because of their supposed com- 
plication ; this, however, cannot be averred 
against the Gilbert lamp, the working parts 
of which are extremely simple, and few in 
number.. The advantages derived from the 
increased number of hours of burning, which 
works out to nearly double that obtained 
from most lamps, are obvious and important, 
a considerable economy in labour resulting 
therefrom. The successful results obtained 
from these lamps are a sufficient testimony 
to their practicability and reliable work- 
ing. 

A point worthy of note is the ingenious 
manner in which various existing gas 
lanterns and standards bave been rearranged 
and adapted so as to make admirable arc 
lamp carriers; this is rendered possible 
by the shortness of the lamps, and it is 
found that in many cases the result could 
not be improved upon by a special design 
for the purpose. The Westminster Bridge 
lanterns and the triple standard in North- 
umberland Avenue are particularly ¡good 

examples of this arrangement, which might 
well be borne in mind in similar cases elsewhere; 


THAMES EMBANKMENT: ARC Lamp STANDARD. 


Aberdeen Telephones,—The Т.С. has confirmed the 
recommendation of the Telephone Committee to apply for a 
municipal license. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


z*riday, March 14th.—At 9 p.m. Royal Institution. Discourse by 
Prof. Silvanus P. Thompson on “Magnetism in 
Transitu." 
At 8 p.m. Institution of Junior Engineers. Meeting 
at the Westminster Palace Hotel. Paper on “The 


Uses of Engineering Models,” by Mr. Percival Mar- 


shall. 


At 5 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting at the rooms of 
the Chemical Society, Burlington House. Papers on 
“The Thermal Expansion of Porcelain,” by Mr. A. E. 
Tatton ; On the Temperature Variation of the Elec- 
trical Resistance of Pure Metals, and Allied Matters,” 
by Mr. W. Williams; “ A Suspected Case of the Elec- 
trical Resonance of Minute Metal Particles for Light 
М ыа A new type of Absorption,” by Prof. R. W. 

ood. 


Saturday, March 15th.— Institution of Junior Engineers. Conver- 
sazione at the Westminster Palace Hotel. Reception 

at 7 p.m. 
At3 p.m. Royal Institution. The Right Hon. Lord 


Rayleigh on “Some Electrical Developments.” (Lec- 
ture V.) 
At 8 p.m. New Electrical Wiremen's Association. 


Smoking Concert at the “ Alma,” Parson’s Green Lane, 
Falham. 

Tuesday, March 18th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section). Meeting at Owens 
College. Paper on “Some Points in the Equipment 
of Electrical Tramcars,” by W. G. Rhodes. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. Meeting. 

. Paper to be further discussed: ''Electrical Traction 
on Railways,” by W. M. Mordey and Bernard M. 
Jenkin. The following paper will afterwards be read : 
* Subaqueous Tunnelling through the Thames Gravel: 
Baker Street and Waterloo Railway," by Arthur H. 
Haigh. 
Wednesday, March 19th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Birmingham Section). Meeting in the 
Physics Theatre of the University. Tests on the 
Nernst Lamp,” by R. P. Hulee. 

At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Stu- 
dents’ Section). Meeting in the Library of the Insti- 
tution. Paper on Electric Cranes," by J. C. Smail. 

At 8 p.m. Society of Arts. Meeting. Paper on ''Elec- 
tric Traction. London's Tubes, Trams, and Trains," 
by J. Clifton Robinson. | 

At 2.15 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. Students’ 
visit to the Incandescent Electric Lamp Company’s 
works at Brook Green, Hammersmith. 

Thursday, March 20th. — Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
London. (See our Notes” columns to-day.) 

Friday, March 21st.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Mechanical Engi- 
neers. Meeting. Papers to be read and discussed :— 
“ Fencing of Steam and Gas Engines,” by Mr. H. D. 
Marshall; “ Fencing or Guarding Machinery used in 
Textile Factories.” by Mr. S. R. Platt; Protection of 
Lift Shafts, and Safety Devices in Connection with 
Lift Doors and Controlling Gear," by Mr. Н. С. 
Walker; ‘Guarding Machine Tools,” by Mr. W. Н. 
Jobnson. 

Monday, March 24th.—Institution of Electrical Engineers (New- 
castle Section). Meeting. Paper on The Distribu- 
tion of Flux in Large Electro-Magnets,“ by W. M. 
Thornton. 

At 8 p.m. Institute of Marine Engineers. Meeting at 
58, Romford Road. Paper by Mr. H. M. Roun- 
thwaite on “ Balancing Engines." 


NOTES. 


Tunbridge Wells Telephones.—The Local Government 
Board inquiry closed on Friday last. We publish to-day an instal- 
ment of the evidence. We shall complete the report in our next 
week's issue, reserving any comment until then. 


National Electrical Manufacturers’ Association.— 
A number of influential firms in the electrical trade have recently 
decided to form, under the above title, an association for the 

se of protecting their interests, and, at the same time, of 
dealing with questions affecting the industry generally. The 
Association’s aim will be to place the various sections of the elec- 
trical trade on a sound, commercial, and cumpetitive footing, with- 
out antagonism towards existing trade associations or institutions. 
We learn that Mr. Walter Davenport, who holds a similar position in 
connection with several other important associations, has been 
appointed secretary, and his address is Ridler Place, Holland Street, 
Blackfriars, 8.E. 


Breakdowns of Electrical Machinery.—4At the annual 
meeting of the Engine Boiler and Employers’ Liability Insurance 
Company, of Manchester, Mr. R. B. Longridge, the chairman, in 
referring to the work of the electrical department during last year, 
said (according to the Mechanical Engineer) that they deemed it 
advisable to carry forward à larger balance than usual to the next 
account in view of the numerous'claims for damage to electrical 
machines. It would be interesting, and perhaps surprising, to 
learn that one out of every nine machines insured by the company 
had broken down during the past year. A large portion of the 
mishaps had occurred through the ignorance or carelessness of the 
attendants who were not electricians. In these cases he was pleased 


to say that the utility and educational value of the frequent visits 


of the company's inspectors were being felt and appreciated by the 
employers. Even where trained electricians were in attendance, 
numerous “ breakdowns” had occurred through lack of attention to 
cleanliness, which is so essential to the safety of electrical 
machines. On the whole, notwithstanding the unfavourable 
experience of the past, he was gratified to know that considerable 
economy in the upkeep of machines had been effected, and he 
confidently looked forward to a steady diminution of the 
company’s losses by means of a careful system of eflicient 
inspection. 


High-Pressure Transmission of Energy on the Con- 
tinent.—It is well known that high voltage currents have been in 
use for years in the United States for long-distance transmission 
of energy. Some of the plants, where the climate is very favour- 
able, have adopted pressures up to 40,000, and even 50,000 volte. 
On the Continent, where hydraulic energy in the immediate 
vicinity of industrial centres is becoming more and more 
scarce, long-distance power transmission with high voltage is . 
being frequently resorted to, as the following will show :—A 37 km. 
transmission at 20,000 volts is being constructed to supply Como 
with energy. Inthe vicinity of Zaragoza, in Spain, two plants of 
4,000 and 6,000 н.р. respectively are being installed. The power 
obtained will be transmitted at 30,000 volts over a distance 
of 45 and 80 km. Tae Fure and Morge installation, near 
Grenoble, in France, is a 7,000-H.P. plant, supplying current at 
26,000 volts to a number of towns and villages, such as 
Voiron, Moirans, &c, the distance covered being 50 km. This 
plant has been completed, and is now working. The Beznau plant 
near Waldshut provides 10,000 H.P., and the current is sent over 
distances up to 60 km., at a voltage of 25,000. Lastly, an order has 
recently been placed for the machinery of a 13,000-н.р. plant to be 
erected on the Cellina river in Northern Italy, the energy being 
supplied at a pressure of 36,000 volts, to the towns of Venice, Udine, 
Pordenone, &c. Current in this installation is transmitted over 
distances up to 90 km. In all the above plants the current is thrce- 
phase, and is generated at a comparatively low pressure of a few 
thousand volts, and raised to the transmission voltage by means of 
stationary transformers. "The electrical machinery forallthe above 
plants will be, or has been,supplied by the well-known firm of 
Brown, Boveri & Co., Limited, of Baden, Switzerland, who seem to 
be making a speciality of this kind of work. 


L.C.C.—At Tuesday's meeting Mr. R. Cousins—on the 
motion for the reception of the report of the Highways Committee 
—asked the chairman whether the tender of Messrs. Maclellan, 
which was recertly accepted for the supply of Belgian rails, had 
fulfilled the conditions of the Council's standing orders specifying 
the rates of wages and hours of labour to be observed by tne con- 
tractor, and if so, whether he would place the information beforc 
the Council. Mr. J. W. Benn, in reply, remarked that the Council 
could procure the same conditions with regard to the manufacture 
of the rails in Belgium as would obtain supposing the rails 
were made in Scotland. He had read out the previous week 
the clause relating to the question, and then informed the Council 
that as the tender was sub-let the Council could put into the con- 
tract any form of words for the protection of those who made the 
rails. Therefore the usual words would appear in the contract, and 
the clause would secure that the prices paid for labour were those 
which obtained in the district as between employers and work- 
men. The exact rate of wages was not stated in the tender, but 
there would be no difficulty in the contract now being prepared 
in obtaining ample protection. There was no reason why the rate 
of wages and hours of labour should not be stated, but they would 
be the fame as those prevailing in the district. 

The Highways Comimittce.—The constitution of this Committee, 
which is entrusted with tbe consideration of all electrical matters, 
was fixed as follows for the ensuing year:—J. A. Baker, R. M. 
Beachcroft, J. W. Benn, E. Browne, Sir J. Dickson-Poynder, 
N. W. Hubbard, W. C. Johnson, Sidney Low, M. Mayhew, 
R. Parker, Hon. W. R. W. Peel, R. C. Phillimore, D. S. Waterlow, 
T. Wiles, and T. McKinnon Wood. 


Electric Clocks.—The Glasgow Corporation are now 
fitting up at various public crossings, &c., six of Prof. Becker's new 
electric clocks. They will be controlled from the Glasgow Obser- 
vatory, and will each have a 2 ft. dial. The dials will in each case 
be fixed to one of the street electric lighting pillars. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—In the event 
of the discussion on the shock papers being finished last night, the 
paper down for consideration at the next meeting of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers is to be “ Problems of Electric Railways,” 
by Mr. J. Swinburne and Mr. W. R. Cooper. 
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The Engineering Dispute.—A Stockton correspondent 
of the Financial Times states that in the monthly report of the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers, issued on Saturday, the secre: 
tary (Mr. G. N. Barnes) reporta that a conference had been held 
with the Employers! Federation executive in regard to the new 
agreement rejected by the men. , The employers expres:ed surprise 
that the men had not accepted it, and their opinion that this was 
due to a misapprehension. The discussion had, however, yielded 
nothing beyond an interchange of views, and a general agree- 
ment to open up communications again, if either side had any sug- 
gestions to offer to meet the difficulty. 


Obituary.—It is with sincere regret that we have to 
record the sudden death which occurred at Brussels on the 4th inst., 
of Mr. Bryan Donkin. Mr. Donkin, whose name is a household 
word in engineering circles all over the world came of an engineer- 
ing stock. Born in 1835, he was the son of one who in a very 
short life accomplished great things in the field of mechanical 
science. From the Times notes we gather that the late Mr. 
Donkin was educated at the University College, London, and 
passed through an engineering course at the Ecole Centrale des Arts et 
Metiersin Paris, and he was afterwards apprenticed at the Bermondsey 
works. In 1861 he became a partnerin the Bermondsey firm, which 
in 1889, was made into a limited company, and about two years ago 
an amalgamation was effected with an engineering company at 
Chesterfield. His work covered a very wide field of engineering 
research, the improvement of the steam engine and the invention of 
his stcam revealer being among his chiefachievements. He investi- 
gated the manner in which heat is transmitted through the metallic 
wall of a cylinder, conducted elaborate tests with steam boilers, 
and was also an authority on the gas engine and on motor car 
matters. To us Mr. Donkin’s death is a matter for more than 
ordinary regret, for 16 had been a pleasure to us to know him as a 
valued contributor to the columns of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
during the past few years. 

We also regret to announce the death of Mr. James Dick, of the 
well-Enown Glasgow firm of R. and J. Dick, gutta-percha and 
rubber manufacturers. His death occurred on the 7th inst. at the 
age of 77 years. A point of interest that may be mentioned is 
that in the course of his career he had carried out large contracts 
in connection with the manufacture of deep-sea cables. 


Personal.—At the monthly meeting of the Birkenhead 
Town Council last week, the salary of Mr. A. R. Fearnley, tram- 
ways manager, was increased from £300 to £450 per annum. 

Mr. Suntly, of Birmingham tramways, has been appointed 
manager of the new electric tramways of Wolverhampton, at a 
salary of £250 per annum. | 

Mr. J. В. Hamilton, for some time chief traffic manager of the 
Glasgow tramways, was last week appointed to the position of 
tramways manager to the Leeds Corporation, at a salary of £900. 

An interesting presentation was made at Wolverhampton by the 
staff, foreman and workmen of the Electric Construction Company, 
Limited, Bushbury Engineering Works, on Friday, March 7th, to 
Mr. A. B. Blackburn, late manager of the company, whose resigna- 
tion has already been announced in these columns. The pre- 
sentation consisted ofa handsome solid silver salver and coffee 
service and a gold combination watch and sovereign case. 


Appointments Vacant. — Borough electrical engineer for 
Middlesbrough, at £250; superintendent of overhead construction 
on electric tramways (Halifax Corporation), at £150. The Johan- 


nesburg Municipality wants an engineer to report upon a proposed | 


scheme for the reorganisation and extension of its electric light and 
power station and construction of tramways. The scheme will 
involve an expenditure of between £300,000 and £400,000. Sce 
our “ Official Notices ” to-day. 


Big Boiler Contract,—It is announced that a contract 
for 48 boilers has been placed with Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox by 
the Metropolitan District Traction Company in connection with 
the electritication of the underground railways. The amount of 
the cuntract is given as £60,000. 


Bath Electric Lighting.— The City Council, sitting as 
an Electric Lighting Committee, on Tuesday discussed at great 
length the recommendations made to them by the Inquiry Sub- 
committee as to the electric lighting undertaking. They recom- 
mended an expenditure of £13,000 to place the works in a condition 
to face next winter's loud, and asked that they might be authorised 
to receive and consider tenders for the leasing or sale of the works. 
The report was adopted. 


Information Wanted.—4A correspondent wants to 
know the address of & chemical factory in Ireland, near Dublin, 
Cork or Limerick, providing pure sulphuric acid which can be used 
for aceumulators. 


Interchangeable Work and Foreign Errors.—W hile 
we would not for a moment decry the value of interchangeable 
work—indced, we write this to emphasise its value—we are almost 
daily reminded that the systematic abuse of British engineering to 
which we have been accustomed of late years for the purpose of 
pushing the interests of foreign work, has little foundation in fact, 
and might better be applied to foreign products. Only recently 
we had our attention called to some American productions 
that, while professing to be made on thorough American priuciples 
of interchangeableness, were absolutely otherwise. Again, we were 
shown some products from a high-class German shop that were uot 
even a pretence of a fit. Both in make and in inspection we are 


. 
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constantly being shown omissions and errors which convince us that 
with all the loud shouting there is a lack of perfection in detail, 
design and inspection in foreign productions that should encourage 
our own manufacturers to continue their efforts to improve in 
full confidence that they are fully even in the race. Such per- 
fection has been claimed for the foreigner, that his customers feel al] 
the worse disappointment when he proves so seriously at fault. 


Bermondsey Exhibition.—We regret that in our 
notice of the above last week, we overlooked the exhibit of the 
General Electric Company (1900), Limited. This was the largest 
in the hall, and contained samples of everything likely to attract 
the consumer in the way of lighting, heating, and power, fittings of 
all sorts, cooking apparatus, radiators, switchboards, electric fans, and 
small motors, besides a large display of electric bells and telephones. 
The company also exhibited a selection of Coronation devices. At а 
separate stand, one of their operators from the Robertson" Lamp 
Works was busy making “ Robertson " lamps, the process being 
shown in all its various stages; this stand was the only one where 
incandescent lamps were being made, contrary to our statement last 
week. Outside the Hall there was a large illuminated sign adver- 
tising the exhibition, consisting entirely of “ Robertson” lamps. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


THE Crown Agents for the Colonies, through their consulting 
engineers, Messrs. Preece & Cardew, have appointed Mr. Arr. T. 
YaTEs as assistant electrical engineer at Gibraltar. Mr. Yates was 
educated at Dulwich College, and was subsequently thoroughly 
trained as a mechanical engineer. In 1899 he joined the staff of 
the City of London Electric Lighting Company, Limited, and for 
some time past has held the responsible position of engineer-in- 
charge at Bankside, where he has earned the respect and esteem of 
all those with whom he has been brought in contact. He takes up 
his new appointment at the beginning of April. 

Mr. Н. W. CLAYDEN, the borough electrical engineer, Middles- 
brough, has resigned his position, having accepted the appointment 
of engineer to the Consolidated Main Reef Mines in South Africa. 

The Council granted an increase of salary to Mr. J. B. HUDSON, 
outside assistant to the Bootle Corporation, from £2 5s. to £2 10s. 
per week. 

The Corporation of Dublin has increased the salary of the city 
electrical engineer, Mr. MARK RUDDLE, from £375 to £450 per 
annum. 

The Manchester City Council has advanced the salary of the chief 
engineer, Mr. G. Е. METZGER, from £800 to £900 per annum. 
Other officials have also received advances. 
` At the Liverpool City Council last week, Mr. ALFRED CLOUGH, 
lately assistant electrical engineer at а salary of £600 per annum, 
was appointed deputy electrical engineer at a salary of £700 per 
annum, the appointment to date as from February 1st, 1902. Mr. 
WM. H. Cors, lately distribution engineer at a salary of £35U 
per annum, increasing on April 1st, 1902, to £400, was appointed 
as from February Ist, 1902, assistant electrical engineer at a salary 
of £450 per annum. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. | 


Electric Landaulet Company, Limited (72,590).— This com- 
pany was registered on February 24th, with & capital of £50,000 in £1 shares, to 
manufacture, sell, let on hire, maintain, repair, clean, store, und generally deal in 
and with and actus jobmasters in connection with cycles, carts, cabs, carriages, 
vans, wagons, boats, launches, flying machines, and vehicles of all kinds, 
whether driven by human, animal, electric, hydraulic, pneumatic, steam, or 
other power, to manufacture and deal in apparatus, tools, and accessories 
for the same, to train, equip, and hire out chaffeurs, engineers, motor 
and other vehicle drivers, cleaners, repairers, Хс., and to carry on the busincss 
of electriciang, mechanical engineers, 1uachinists, fitters, founders, smiths, tube 
makers, rubber manufacturers, ironmongers, platers, &c, The first subscribers 
(cach with one share) are: О. T. Seagrave, 69, Falkland Road, N., accountant ; 
H. H. Fox, 2, Brick Court, Middle Temple, E.C., solicitor: J. B. Taylor, 212, 
Brecknock Road, N. W., clerk; F. W. Sumpster, 85, Arundel Square, N., clerk : 
E. Wallace, 56, Mornington Road, N.W., law stationer’ J. P. Eldridge, 16, Marl- 
borough Road, Bowes Park, N., shorthand writer; and W. H. Woodrow, Fern 
Bank, Florence Road, Stroud Green, N., clerk. No initial public issue. Regis- 
tered without articles of association. 


Barnsley and District Electrie Traction Company, Limited 
(72,962).—This company was registered on March 3rd, with a capital of 
£50,000 in £5 shares, to carry on the business of carriers of passengers апа 
goods, electrical and mechanical engineers, electricians, engineers, contractors, 
manufacturers of and dealers in railway, tramway, еіесігіс, magnetic, galvanic 
and other apparatus, generators, accumulators, transmitters, users ard 
suppliers of light, heat, sound and power by electricity, galvanism, magnetisiu, 
compressed air, gas, steam, oil or other mcans, manufacturers of plant and 
machinery, constructors or owners of railways and tramways, Ke. The first 
subscribers (each with one share) are: - E. Garcke, Donington House, Norfolk 
Strect, W.C., managing director; Т. К. Pilkington, Chevet Park, Waketield, 
baronet; W. Greer, 58, South Eaton Place, S.W. director; E. A. Paris, Cross 
Trees, Gomersal, director of a public company; E. Hopwood, Wa, Hereford 
Street, Mayfair, W., secretary: H. A. Stagg, 96, Buckingham Palace Road, S.W., 
clerk; and С, Н. Godward, 198, Park Road, Crouch End, N., secretary. No 
initinl public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor 
more than seven: the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualification, one 
share; remuneration, £50 each per annum, and 5 per cent. of the dividend on 
the ordinary shares, divisible (no division of original capital into preference and 
ordinary shares specified). Mention is made of possible agreements with the 
British Electric Traction Company, Limited. C. H. Godward is the secretary. 
Registered office, Donington House, Norfolk Street, W.C, 
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Albion Battery Company, Limited (72,956).—This company 
was registered on March 1st, with a capital of £25,000 in £10 shares, to acquire 
any patents, rights or inventions relating to the production, treatment, storage, 
distribution ава use of electricity, in particular to acquire from C. T. J. Opper. 
mann, G. Fowler and R. G. Margetson the benefit of certain existing inventions 
relating to the manufacture, application and use of electrical accumulators, 
and to carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, manufac- 
turers of, and dealers in, electric, magnetic, telegraphic, telephonic and other 
appliances and apparatus, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are: 
I. I. Edwards, 11, Gray's Inn Square, W.C., solicitor; E. H. Holme, Suffolk 
Strect, Pentonville, N., manufacturer; C. T. J. Oppermann, 57, Wray Crescent, 
Tollington Park, N., electrical engineer; W. E. Keymer, The Limes, Old 
Chariton, gentleman; W. Evans, 21, Albert Street, Regent's Park, N.W., 
yentleman; Т. Н. Batstone, Pheasantfield, Willesden Green, N.W., gentleman; 
G. Fowler, Portland Hotel, W., gentleman; R. G. Margetson, 76, Great Port- 
land Street, W., gentleman; and A. M. Broadley, The Knapp. Bradpole, 
Bridport barrister. Minimum cash subscription 50 per cent. of any shares 
first offered to the public. The number of directors is not to be less than three 
nor more than five; the first are C. T J. Oppermann, G. Fowler and R.G, 
Margeteon ; qualification, £100. 


Nernst Electric Light, Limited (62,807).— This company's 
annual return was filed on January 16th, when 189,180 preference, and 180,000 
ordinary shares were taken up (in addition to 520 since forfeited, and now the 
property of the company) out of a nominal capital of £820,000 in 140,000 pre- 
ference and 180,000 ordinary shares of £1 each. £1 pershare has been called up 
on 115,000 shares, resulting in the receipt of £114,718 15s. £281 5s. remains in 
arrears. 180,000 ordinary and 25,000 preference shares are considered as 
га; paid. £238 15s. has been paid on the forfeited shares. No mortgages ог 
charges. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


D.P. Battery Company, Limited.—Particulars of registered 
mortages and charges :—Total amounts secured by series of debentures : £20,000 
first debentures and £5,000 second debentures. Dates of resolutions creating 
first debentures: November 15th, 1898. and October 16th, 1901. Date of resolution 
creating second debentures: May 30th, 1899. Date and amounts of present 
issues: October 29th. 1901, £10,000 first debentures and £500 second debentures. 
Property charged: First debentures—all real and personal property, present 
and fature, and the undertaking, goodwill and business of the company, 
including uncalled capital; second debentures—a secord charge on above- 
mentioned property. No trustees. Amounts ‘previously issued of same series: 
£5,000 first and £5,000 second debentures, the issue of second debentures on 
October 29th, 1901, being two debentures of £260 each to replace one debenture 
of £500 now cancelled. 


African Trans-Continental Telegraph Company, Limited. 
—This company’s annual return was filed on February 10th, when 170,300 
shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £300,000 in 300,000 shares of 
41 each. £l per share has been called up, and £169,805 has been received. 
ier remains in arrears ; £10 has been paid on 20 shares forfeited; no mortgages 
or charges. 


British Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
— This company's annual return was filed on December 20th, when 150,000 
preference and 75,000 ordinary shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of 
41,750, 000 in 200,000 preference shares of £6 each, and 75,000 ordinary shares of 
£10 each. £5 per share has been called up on the preference shares, resulting 
in the receipt of £750,000 ; £750,000 is considered as paid on the ordinary shares; 
no mortgages or charges. NoTE.—A prospectus filed subsequently to above 
return offered £500,000 4 per cent. mortgage debenture stock for subscription. 


Electric Railway and Tramway Carriage Works, Limited 
97,082). —Particulars of registered mortgages and charges. Date of trust deed : 
November 28th, 1901. Total amount secured: £50,000 debenture stock. 
Property charged: Five plots of land, containing &bout 60,170 square yards, 
held for residues of five several terms of 999 years, at 5trand Road, Preston, 
Lancs., and the buildings and works erected thereon, and fixed and loose 
machinery therein, known as the Electric Railway and Tramway Carriage 
Works, with certain rights and privileges annexed to such land, and all assets 
for the time being of the company, both present and future, including uncalled 
capital. Trustees: John E. Prestwich, of Farnworth, near Bolton ; and Thomas 
ЖОЛУУ of 18, Spring Gardens, Manchester. Date of registration : December 
6th, А 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


THE growth of the Croydon Corporation 


Croydon electricity supply is stil] maintained, and lamps 
Corporation аге being added at the rate of about 12,000 per 
Electricity ^ annum. The capital expenditure is not yet 
Accounts. fully employed, many of the mains being only 


lightly loaded, and at the present time the 
mains, &c., have cost more than £60 for each consumer connected. 
Although the inevitable rise iu costs is shown, due to the high price 
of coal in 1900, this is not appreciably added to by other items. 
The revenue per unit, however, having fallen, the net protit is less 
than before. 
GENERAL STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. Inc. 
Total capital expenditure £117,385 £171,291 £53,906 
Number of unite sold . 781,291 1,074,655 293,361 
No. of 30-watt lamps connected 45, 122 — — 
Maximum load in W €: 714 922 208 
Gross revenue aes .. £13,468 £18,129 24,661 
Gross expenditure... ig .. £6,751 £10,170 £3,419 
Gross profit sa 5 e. £6,717 £7,909 £1,242 
Average price per unit sold bes 3:964. 3:540. — 08d. 


In the revenue account credits are shown for non- delivery of 
plant to time; thus the Thomson-Houston Company paid £100, the 
Babcock- Wilcox Company £300, in each case for generating plant, 
and the former also were penalised in the sum of £20 for late 
delivery of transformers. These payments explain the slight 


increase in revenue in the last item below, and tend to reducc the 
drop which has taken place in the receipts from energy sold. Thc 
public lighting now includes 162 arc lamps and 22 incandescents. 


REVENUE STATEMENT. 
1899. 1900. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 
Sale of energy ß £12,884 3:964. £17,221 3:844. — 12d. 
Meter rents 341 11d. 476 11d. ‘00d. 
Sale of old material and 5 *00d. *00d. 


work done. 
Sundry fees, refunds by} 243 074. 427 10d. ＋ 03d. 


contractors, &c. 


Gross revenue .. £13,468 44d. £18,129 4054. — 09d. 


In the costs “coal exercises most influence as the figure has run 
up considerably over one penny per unit. The largest reduction is 
in wages, but this is more than balanced by the increase in 
" salaries.” Тһе other items are practically unaltered. The total 
cost now stands at slightly over 23d. per unit. 


Cost o» PBRODUCTIOM. 


1809. 1900. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ine. 


On * £3,145 96d. £5,057 1:184. ++ 17d. 
eee 322 10d. 498 ‘Ald. +014. 
galarie; and че 2002200 j 
n ration an u- ‘ р AD : 
tion, and attending public 1,253 39d. 1,490 88d. — 06d. 
lamps. 
Repairs and maintenance 
сое Rl 451 14d. 669 154. +014. 
street lamps. i 
Works cost ... £5,171 1:59d. £7,714 1°72d. ＋ 13d. 
Rent, rates and taxes 8 205 ‘06d. 336 *074. + 01d. 
Management expenses, 
salaries of managing 967 30d 1,643 37d. 4 07d. 
N secretary, clerks, 
G еп eral — 

P t An . к ө —* 
printing, law charges ui 408 12d. 477 *114. — 01d. 
insurance. 

Other expenses .. ó ex Ея = = == == 
Total costs .. £6,751 2:07d.£10,170 227d. +204. 


The gross profit bas increased by £1,242, but financial charges 
absorb an additional £1,725. The difference between these two 
amounts, therefore, has reduced the net profit of £941 by £483 to 
£458. Of this sum £8 goes to provide for future bad debts, and 
£450 is carried forward. 

| PRorFIT STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900 
Interest on loans £3,014 £5,387 
Sinking fund forrepayments .. .. .. .. 2,762 2,114 
Net profit carried towards bad debts 1901  .. dd — 8 
Net profit carried forward s ET ae we 941 450 


Gross profit... 


THE accounts of the electricity department 


Blackpool of the Blackpool Corporation for 1901 did not 
Corporation come up to the position expected. Increased 
Electricity costs per unit, and diminished revenue, have led 
Accounts. to a retrograde movement in the profits. The 


capital expenditure is proceeding more rapidly, 
aud this is accompanied by a larger increase in the output, 
indicating that the business has abundant room for cxpansion, and 
we trust that this expansion will be concurrent with payment of all 
the financial charges. The position attained is shown by thc follow- 
ing figures :— 
GaxBBAL BTATEMENT. 


1899, 1900. Ino. 
Total capital expenditure .. £118,535 £146,089 £27,550 
Number of units sold . ... . . 1,148,564 1,515,866 366,802 
Number of lamps connected 78,000 — — 
Maximum load in kilowatts 1,300 1,460 160 
Gross revenue i Я ..  &18,498 423,530 £5,032 
Gross expenditure sae 4. £10,535 £16,185 £5,650 
Gross profit . 27,9063 87,8458 — 2618 
Average price per unit sold. 3:564. 3°36d. — 20d. 


1,760,459 units were generated, and 1,515,366 units were sold, 
distributed as follows: — 


Year. 1808. 1599. 1900. 
Private units ... 523,412 726,860 858,415 
„ rates charged 8d.,5d., 24d., 8d.,7d.,and2d. 7d.,5d.,21d., 
and 2d. and 2d. 
Public units 164,922 193,053 264,754 


„ rates charged... 8d.and 24. 8d., 7d., and 2d. 7d. and 2d. 
Tramway units . 181,850 228,651 392,197 
5 rates charged 2d. 2d. 2d. 
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Public lighting now represents 260 10-ampere arcs and 290 8-c.P. 
incandescents, or increases of 60 and 26 respectively, while private 
consumers have increased from 900 to 910 in number. The length 
of mains is about 80 miles. The revenue account shows an increase 
of £5,032 in the gross, but the average receipts have fallen just over 
zd. per unit., and now stand under 21d. 


REVENUE STATEMENT. 
1899. 1900. 
Gro is. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 
Sale of energy .. £17,055 3:564 £21,186 3:364. — 20d. 
Meter rents 228 2 == — = — 


Sales of НАБАТ “and 
attendance to publio } 1,437 23d. — 06d. 


lamps. 

Sundry eg premiums, \ 
rent, an nterest оп! 
capital expended on; 71 ‘Old. 907 
public lighting. ) 


1,372 29d. 


144. + 13d. 


£28,580 273d. — 134. 


Gross revenue .. £18,498 3:864. 


In the last three yeara coal has been rising persistently. In 1898 
it was 55d. per unit, and now ів 1:22d., or more than double the 
figure two years ago. Similarly “ repairs” have shown an upward 
tendency, and as these increases have not been met by serious 
reductions in other items, the works costs are now 23d., and total 
costs over 21d. per unit. But for Blackpool, with its peculiar load 
factor, the figures are not unsatisfactory even as they now stand. 


Cost о PRODUOTION. 


1899. 1900. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Perunit Ino. 
Ооа], and unloading same .. £3,353 70d. £7,697 1°22d. + 52d. 


Oil, waste, water, and engine) 1, 101 23d. 1,341 ‘21d. — 02d. 
Salaries and wages incurred 
in generation and distribu | 2,086 44d. „37d. — ‘07d. 
F 

r8 
te ^ Бобон, | 1,961 41d. 2,820 


buildings, engines, boilere, 
dynamos, &c., public lamps. 
Works costs 


Rent, rates and taxes 478 10d. 489 


9 974 20d. 933 


G en eral e 
с S, stationery an ў 
printing, law 8 2 542 11d. 385 
surance } 
Other expenses: Contribu- 


tion to hospital and loss on 


sale of propetis, 40 Old. 188 


*02d. ＋ 01d. 


Total costs -. £10,535 2:20d. 216,185 9:564, + 36d. 


The profits have been changed into losses by the reduction of the 
gross profit by 4618, and augmented financial charges of £763. 
These two taken together, swallow up the previous net profit of 
£1,176, and leave a net loss of £205. 


Рвоғтт STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Interest on loans - Qi. ws £4,270 
Sinking fund for repayments We see } £6,787 3,280 
Net profit carried forward — — 205 
” » do cxedit of rates 1,176 — 
Gross profit з ^d . £7,963 £7,345 


CITY NOTES. 


Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting 
Company. 


Sır Е. J. BRAMWELL presided at the ordinary general meeting of 
the proprietors of this company, held on Wednesday, March 5th, 
at 5, Great George Street, Westminster, S.W. In moving the 
adoption of the report, he referred to the death of Mr. Granville 
Ryder, who bad presided over the affairs of the company since its 
commencement. They had also lost by death Mr. Bolton, who 
had been a director of the company almost from its inception. 
To fill the vacancies on the board the directors had elected 
Mr. Hopkinson and Colonel R. Crompton. Turning to the 
accounts, the chairman said it would be noticed with satisfaction 
that the company had increased its number of consumers to 2,605, 
with a corresponding increase in the number of lamps to 222,158. 
Although the Wood Lane works were not part of their undertaking, 
yet many of them were individually interested in it, and the share- 
holders would be giad to know that it had supplied the company 
with alarge portion of electricity. The well-being of that station 
was therefore a matter of importance to them, апа he might tell 
them that it was now working with complete satisfaction. They 
had certain property in the Brompton Road surrounding their 


station there, which it had been necessary to hold under a lease in 
order to protect themselves against any actions in respect of 
nuisance, and the opportunity having presented itself, the company 
had purchased the freehold. He wished to comment upon the 
excessively heavy rating during the year which had been imposed 
for parochial purposes, the charges made being, he thought, some- 
thing dreadful. | 

Sir CHARLES GRANT seconded the motion. 

Mr. ALBBIGHT said he bad hoped to have heard from the chair- 
man some explanation of what appeared to him to be the most 
disastrous report the company had ever presented since its 
inception. In the early days they had secnthe company advancing, 


. and now, for the first time in its history, they observed a back- 


ward movement, which was a most unfortunate state of thioge. No 
reason had been given for thc decrease in the dividend from 12 per 
cent. to 10 per cent. There was also a reduction in the amount 
carried forward of about £2,900. He noticedthat last year there 
bad been an increased sale of 428,000 units which had cost the com- 
pany £2,315 to produce, but in accordance with the previous yeat's 
working should have cost £2,880, which showed there had been a 
slight saving. 

A SHAREHOLDER wished to know if the Wood Lane works were 
going to supply the company entirely with electric current. 

The Снлівмах, in reply, said he doubtcd that. In answer to Mr. 
Albright he said it must be remembered that the company had had to 
raise capital which had been provided on the condition that it would 
be repaid by degrees year by year, and that to a large extent they had 
at present to face. The expenses of thcir generating station during 
the year had been very heavy, but during the last half of the year 
they bad been far less, and he trusted that next year the rate of 
cost per unit would be greatly diminished. One of the reasons for 
the decrease in the dividend was the extra cost of the station, and 
another that they had had an increased capital of ordinary 
shares of £30,000 during the year, and now their capital was divided 
into three classes—ordinary shares, preference sharesof two kinds, 


5 per cent. and 6 per cent., and borrowed money 4 per cent. 


The report was adopted, aud the directors who retired by 
rotation were duly re-elected. 


Windsor Electrical Installation Company. 


THE sixth ordinary general meeting of the above company was held 
at Windsor on March 5th. 

Mr. DRunY-LaviN, the chairman, presided, and in moving the 
adoption of the reports and accounts, congratulated the shareholders 
that they were able to maintain the dividend of 8 per cent. not- 
withstanding that 1901 had been a dull year for trade generally, but 
they anticipated & most prosperous year in front of them.  Thc 
directors have decided to reduce the price of current from 4d. to 3d. 
per unit. 

The report and accounts were approved and unanimously 
adopted. 


The directors’ report read as follows :— 


The company's business continues satisfactory. The number of lamps and 
motors installed on December 81st, 1900, was equivalent to 17,808 of 8 c.r. 
During the year 4,881 were added, bringing the total to $2,6-9 at the end of the 

ear 1901, of which 1,208 represent the motor power. The capital expenditure 
or the year amounted to £5,633 14s. 8d., bringing the total up to £59,803 18s. Id. 
As usual, tbe principal expenditure has been on mains and machinery. Various 
small extensions have been made to connect up additional] customers, and & 
new boiler and other plant have been added. The battery of accumulators 
which was provided the previous year has effected a considerable saving by 
supplying the day load, instead of the plant being run continuously. The net 
profit for the year is £4,850 11s. 11d., and the most gratifying feature of the 
accounts is the fact that £8,949 16s. 5d. of this bas been derived from the supply 
of electricity. The profit on the installation department is only £400 15s. 6d., 
but the board believe that the carrying out of this class of work in Windsor 
and Eton at a reasonably low price benefits the lighting department, and the 
steady increase of previous years in the number of lamps connected bes thus 
been maintained. Thetotal amount of profit available for distribution, includ- 
ing the balance brought forward from the previous year, but allowing for interest 
on loans, is £4,768 168. Id. Out of this the directors recommend that the sum 
of £500 be added to the depreciation, renewal, and revenue fund, bringing it up 
toa total of £6,119 10s., and the shareholders will be asked to vote the usual sum 
of £350 for the directors“ fees. The directors paid in September last an interim 
dividend of 24 per cent., free of income-tax. They now recommend the declara- 
tion of & dividend of per cent., lees income-tax, making, with the interim 
dividend already paid, 8 per cent. forthe year. The total amount of capital 
expended exceeds the amount received from the issue of shares by £9,303 
18s. 1d., and this has been met temporarily as shown by the balance-sheet. 
The directors do not consider that it would be advantageous to issue 
further shares at the present time, and they have, therefore, atranged for a 
loan up to the sum of £20,000 for five years, as required, at a low rate of 
interest. The directors retiring in rotation are Messrs. Н. L. Prior and Edward 
Ril« y, and being eligible, they offer themselves for re-election. 


Cambridge Tramways Company. 


THE report of this company, which was adopted at the meeting last 
week, showed that Mr. P. W. Davies, of the B.E.T. Company, had 
been elected a director of the company. 

The CHAIRMAN, in referring to the question of electric traction, 
gave a brief description of the Lorain surface contact system at 
Wolverhampton. Не said that there was a great objection to the 
overhead trolley system in Cambridge, and the cost of the Lorain 
system was not more than for the trolley. He thought it was the 
very best system he had ever seen. 

Some discussion followed as to whether the company was ог was 
not under an absolute covenant with the B.E.T. Company. 

The CHainMAN's reply was that there was an absolute agreement 
on certain conditions which never had been, and probably never 
would be, carried out. The company had hoped to get a long lease 
from the Corporation, and also permission to adopt electric trac- 
tion, but this the Council refused. 
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Davis & Timmins, Limited. 


TER directors’ report, to be submitted to the annual general 
meeting to-day at Winchester House, reads as follows :— 


The directors beg to submit their report and the accounts for the year ending 
December 81st, 1901. The net profit for the year, including £1,990 17s. 11d. 
brought forward, after allowing for depreciation and commission to managers, 
is £11,764 18s. The interim dividend paid in September last on the preference 
shares absorbed £1,800, leaving a balance of £9,964 18s. to be dealt with, 
which the directors propose to appropriate as follows :— 


To the payment of six months’ dividend on the 
preference shares to December 81st, 1901 

To the payment of a dividend at the rate of 
8 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares 
for the year ended December 81st, 1901 .. 0 

To be placed to general reserve  .. e 5. 2,060 0 

Leaving to be carried forward - wat as 


Subject to the approval by the general meeting of the recommendations as to 
dividends, the warrants for both the preference and ordinary dividends will be 
sted to the shareholders on the 15thinst. The retiring director is Sir Henry 

. Mance, who offers himself for re-election. 


Metropolitan Electric Supply Company. 


Тнұ report of directors to come before the meeting next Tuesday 
reads:—'' The directors submit the following statement of the 
company's accounts for the year ending December 31st, 1901, pre- 
pared in the form em by the Board of Trade under the 
provisions of the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888. The 
capital expenditure, which at the end of 1900 amounted to 
£1,417,805 8s. 11d., has now reached a total of £1,619,731 2s. 8d., 
being an increase during tbe year of £201,925 13s. 9d. The 
principal items of expenditure were for the works at Willesden, 
&nd for the extension of the low tension system principally in 
Marylebone. The gross revenue for the year amounted to 
£235,741 18s. lld. as compared with £209,420 бв. ld. in 1900, 
being an increase of £26,321 128. 10d. The cost of genera- 
tion, which in 1906 was £106,009 4s. $d., amounted in 1901 to 
£112,610 10s. 3d., or an increase lof £6,601 5s. 6d. The generating 


plant at Willesden now consists of five machines of 1,500 Kw.. 


capacity each. In order to cope with the continued increase of 
business, two additional machines, each of 3,020 kw. capacity, bave 
been ordered, one for delivery during the present summer, and tbe 
other in 1903. А Bill was introduced iu the last session of 
Parliament to confirm a provisional order which had again been 
granted by the Board of Trade to the Borough Council of St. 
Marylebone, under which the Counci} were authorised to enter into 
a rate aided competition with the company. The directors opposed 
the Bill, and it was amended by placing the Borough Council under 
obligation to purchase the Marylebone portion of the company’s 
undertaking and business, the operation of the order being sus- 
pended until the purchase bas been completed. Provisions were 
also inserted to the effect that the purcbase money and compensa- 
tion to be paid to the company should, failing agrcement, be 
determined by arbitration under the Lands Clauses Acts. The 
Bil, so amended, received the Royal Ағѕепі on July 26th, and 
notice to treat was served on the company by the Borough Council 
on November 1st. Steps are now being taken to bave the 
purchase money and compensation determined by arbitration. 
` In view of the probability of a re-arrangement of the company’s 
capital becoming necessary on completion of the sale of 
the Marylebone portion of the undertaking, the directors have con- 
sidered it better at present to provide for current capital require- 
ments by obtaining temporary loans from the company’s bankers 
than by the issue of new capital. The hearing of the arbitration 
under the terms of the London County Council (Improvements) 
Act, 1899, in connection with the compulsory acquisition by 
the Council of the generating works at Sardinia Street has 
been delayed by litigation, which has, up to the pre- 
sent, resulted in the company's favour. The County Council 
have, however, appealed to the House of Lorde, whore decision is 
expected shortly. The balance at the credit of the revenue account, 
before providing for depreciation, is £91,061 €s. 9d. The directors 
have set aside £10,000 as an addition to the depreciation and reserve 
fund, which now amounts to £88,447 58. 10d., carrying to the credit 
of the net revenue account (No. 5) the sum of £81,061 6s. 9d., which, 
with the balance brought forward from last account and other 
receipts, makes a total of £86,033 0s. 8d. After deducting interest 
on debenture stock and loans and other charges, there remains 
a balance of £36,044 12s. 8d. An interim dividend of €s. per share 
on the ordinary share capital was paid on August 15th, 1901, 
amounting to £28,599 7s., and the directors recommend Њаё a 
further dividend of 7s. per share on such sbares be now paid, making 
a total distribution of 138. per share for the year, being at the rate 
6) per cent. This willabsorb a further sum of £35,000, and leave a 
balance of £1,044 12s. 8d. to be carried forward to next account. 
The directors consider that this result is satisfactory, having regard 
to the fact that the average price of ccal for the year has been 
higher tban in any previous year of the company's existence, 
and that the greater part of the capital expended during the year 
‘has not yet become remunerative. The number of 8-с.р. lamps 
supplied by the company increased during the year from 570,000 to 
641,000. The present number of lamps connected is 654,000, and 
the applications show no signs of decrease. A report from the 
company's engineer is appended, showing that the stations, 
machinery and plant have been maintained in a satisfactory condi- 
fion. In accordance with the articles of association the following 


directors, viz., John Verity, Esq. Frank Pailey, Esq, and 
W. Harrison Cripps, Esq., retire from the board, and are eligible 
and offer themselves for re-election. The auditors, Messrs. Deloitte, 
Dever, Griffiths & Co., also retire, and are eligible and offer them- 
gelves for re-election." 


Notting Hill Electric Lighting Company. 


THE twelfth annual report to December 31st, 1901, to be presented 
at next Tuesday's meeting, reads:— 

"'The expenditure on capital account, which at the date of the 
last balance sheet stood at £164,990 2s. 11d., has been increased 
during the past year by £31,489 18s. 4d., of which the principal 
items are :— | 


£15,958 178. 6d. for new mains (principally the completion of trunk mains 
from Wood Lane to the distributing stations and distributors con- 
nected therewith). 

£8,717 14s. 9d. for the leasehold property in Holland Mews (bought for the 
purpose of erecting a subsidiary station to supply the southern aren) 
and freehold property adjoining the Victoria Gardens station. 

£4,544 2s. 8d. for the erection of the buildings in Lancaster Road and Hol- 
land Mews to contain the transforming machimery, and 

£6,161 1s. 8d. for the necessary machinery for equipping these stations. 


“To provide the balance of capital necessary for this expenditure, 
2,200 ordinary £10 shares were issued to the shareholders pro rata, 
at a premium of £2 per share. The following table shows the 
progress of the company :— 


18931  .. Lamps 6,056 .. Loss £55418 6 
1892 ane do 9,438 Profit 112 6 1 
1898 do. 12,158 do. 481 7 1 
1891 do 15,669 do. 2,101 17 8 
1895 do 40,907 do. 8,227 14 10 
1896 do 25,716 do. 4,736 9 8 
1897 do 83,00) è do. 6,854 1 2 
1898 do 46,066 do. 7,251 18 7 
1899 do 59,164 do 10,860 17 4 
1900 wie do. 68,505 ва до. 9,856 0 0 . 
1901 x do. 82,054 ia do. 13,043 4 9 


“The number of consumers is now 1,445, and of these 93 per 
cent. are supplied at 200 volts. The profits of the company show 
an increase of 30 per cent. over those of last year, but owing to the 
large amount of additional capital expended on new works, not 
yet earning revenue but already ranking for dividend, the rate of 
distribution is lower than in 1900. The shareholders are aware 
that the directors are not responsible for the delay. It was due to 
the necessity of applying to Parliament for power to obtain a lease- 
hold site, owing to the refusal of the freebolder to permit its trans- 
fer to this company. In May, 1901, terms were arranged by which 
the freeholder withdrew his opposition and the Bill became law on 
July 26th, 1901, too late, however, to permit of the works being 
completed before the winter period. The sub-stations, in Holland 
Mews iu the south, and in Lancaster Road in the north, are com- 
plete, and arrangements are now made to run distributing mains as 
and where the demand for current. arises. Under the powers 
granted by Parliament the freehold interest in the property in 
Bulmer Place adjoining the station, has been acquired, It will be 
recollected that this property was previously held on a short lease. 
The generating station at Wood Lane erected jointly by this 
company and the Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting 
Company, Limited, after being worked tentatively for the first few 
months of the year, is now supplying a large proportion of the 
current required by our company, the result being highly 
satifactory. Joint debenture stock amounting to £115,00J bas 
been issued to supply capital for this undertaking, and the cumu- 
lative sinking fand now amounts to £3,750 7s. 8d. 

“Negoviations are proceeding with the Royal Borough of 
Kensington for supplyiug current for the purpose of street lighting. 
The premium arising from the issue of shares during the year 
amounted, after deducting expenses, to £4,330 15s. 8d., and this 
amount has been transferred to the depreciation, renewal and 
reserve fund, together with a sum of £250 received as a contribution 
towards an extension of a main and £1,419 4s. 4d. out of the net 
revenue, making a total of £6,000. Та addition to this sum 
£907 168. 3d. bas been paid over to the trustees of the cumulative 
sinking fund of the Wood Lane joint debenture stock. From tbe 
remaining net profit is to be deducted the interest on tbe deben- 
tures amounting to £2,000, the interest on the Wood Lane joint 
debenture stock £1,593 9s. 5d., &c., leaving £7,281 3s. 1d. available 
for dividend. The preference shares have already received their full 
6 per cent., and the directors now recommend the payment of the usual 


. dividend of 6 per cent. on the ordinary shares, amounting together 


to 46, 900, and tLe balance of £291 Зв. 1d. will be divided, one-half 
being c edited to the fuunders' shares undivided profit account and 
the remainder to the other classes of shares. An interim dividend 
of З per cent. was paid on July Ist, and the balance of 3 per cent. 
will be paid forthwith. The directors desire to place on record 
their appreciation of the services of the engineer and manager, 
secretary, and staff generally; the work in connection with the 
construction of the subsidiary stations has been very large, and has 
been ably carried out. The directors regret to announce the death 
of Мг. Alexander Howden, one of the original directors of the 
company, whose ripe experience and wide business knowledge con- 
tributed so greatly to its progress. To fill the vacancy thereby 
created, they elected Mr. William Henry Willans. The directors 
retiring in rotation are Sir William Crookes, F.R.S., and Mr. A. E. 
Franklin, who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 
The shareholders’ auditors, Messrs. Fox, Sissons & Co., retire, and 
being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. The accounts will 
be audited in due course on behalf of the Board of Trade." 
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Hove Electric Lighting Company, 


The report of the directors, presented at the meeting at Salisbury 
House, London Wall, on March 12th, read as follows :— 


The directors have pleasure in submitting the statements of account and 
balance sheet of the company for the year ending December 81st, 1901, 
from which it will be seen that the result of the year's working has again 
been satisfactory, the net profit having increased from 47.715 in 1900 to £8,282 
in 1901. This profit would have been considerably Jarger, but for two items in 
the working expenses, which are unusually high this year. One ів the increased 
cost of coal, the price of which, however, is now considerably reduced, and the 
other is the large increase in rates and taxes. The progress of the company is 
best shown by the following statistical table :— 


Equivalent to Units. Gross Net 
Year. Houses. 8-c.r. lamps. sold. revenue. revenue. 
1898 618 36,967 850,254 £9,480 £5,089 
1899 611 44,894 444,499 12,070 7,097 
1900 802 52,919 539,268 18,828 7,715 
1901 921 61,366 629,427 15,519 8, 282 


To the net profit of £8,282 0з. 9d. there has to be added £272 8s. 8d. balance 
from the previous year, making a total of £8,554 9s. After deducting debenture 
interest paid and accrued, and the interim dividend at the rate of 7 per 
cent. per annum paid in October last, there remains a net balance of 
£5,437 Is gd. to the credit of net revenue account. The directors propose to 
place 42, 250 to the credit of the reserve fund, to declare a dividend, payable on 
April 16th next, at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum forthe half-year on the share 
capital paid up, making with the interim dividend 8 per cent. for the year, and 
to carry the balance £453 Js. 11d. forward. During the past year the directors 
offered to the shareholders 1,000 additional shares at the price of £7 10s. per 
share. 745 of these were subscribed for, the premium realised being added tå 
the reserve fund. With the addition now proposed to be made the sum at credit 
nf the reserve fund will amount to £21,150 7s. The amoung of £600 annually 
set aside for repairs ard maintenance, in accordance with the contract with the 
Hove Commissioners, has again proved insufficient to meet the necessary outlay 
on this account during the year. Аз а result, the excess of £186 18s. 6d. has been 
taken from the maintenance reserve account, leaving a balance of £758 16s. 5d. 
The expenditure on capital account during the year has amounted to 
£9,215 78. 6d., the total expenditure up to December 81st, being £109,738 11s. 3d. 
The directors intended to have had the erection of the new generating station 
well on towards completion by this time, but in consequence of delays and 
opposition on the part of the Corporation of Hove, the works could not be 
prcceeded with. This opposition, however, is now at an end, and instructions 
have been given for commencing the construction at once. Atthe last gencral 
meeting, & shareholder put forward a proposal that the directors' fees should 
be increased, which was duly carried. The Chairman, however,conridered that 
as no notice had been given of tbe motion, the mattershould remain in abeyance 
until the next meeting, when the suggestion would be brought forward. The 
following resolution will accordingly be moved at the general mecting— ‘That 
the fees payable to the directors be increased to £150 each per annum, with £100 
additional to the Chairman, to take effect from January Ist, 1901." In accord - 
ance with the articles of association, Colonel Henry Wood, C.B., retires from 
the board by rotation, but offers bimself for re-election. Messrs. J. H. Duncan 
aud Co., the auditors, also offer themselves forre-election. 


The Chelsea Electricity Supply Company. 


THE annual ordinary general mecting of the shareholders of the 
above company was held on Wednesday Jast week at the Chelsea 
Town Hall, Mr. J. Irving Courtenay presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said it 
recommended a diminution in the dividend of 14 per cent. on the 
dividend of last year, and a considerable increase on the amount 
placed to depreciation. He was aware that the shareholders were 
greatly disappointed at the reduction of the dividend, but he firmly 
believed that it would be for the ultimate benefit of the property. 
It was only after the most anxious and careful consideration that 
the directors decided that the position should be faced at once with- 
out waiting for a further increase in the amount of available profits. 
At an annual meeting some two or three years ago, he called 
attention to the question of depreciation and to the inadequacy of 
the sum set aside, and expressed a hope that they should soon, by 
reason of the increase in tbe income, be able to appropriate a 
larger amount to that fund, while bearing in mind that from causes 
peculiar to the district of supply, the returns had never equalled 
those of companies more favourably situated, and that in conse- 
quence the dividends had always been of an extremely moderate 
character, and they were continuously hoping tbat the increase in 
profits would enable the directors to put aside as much as most 
other companies did for depreciation, without any serious reduction 
in the amount of dividends paid. That expectation had not been 
realised, inasmuch as the progress, though steady, had not been as 
rapid as they looked for, but the company was better able to-day to 
bear the extra charges than at any previous period in its bistory. 
They believed that with the steadily growing income those appro- 
priations would, in the near future, be readily met, and the financial 
position of the company be materially strengthened. They bad 
been made after exhaustive examination by their engineering staff, 
and were based on the estimated life of the various kinds of plant, 
having in view that, although the plant was always kept up out 
of revenue to the highest working efficiency, yet there remained the 
eventuality of some of it becoming obsolete. Evennow the amount 
set aside was not quite equal to that appropriated by the most 
prosperous companies, always bearing in view the special character 
of the tenure that electric light companies possess under the Acts 
of Parliament relating to them. He would like to illustrate what 
he had just said as to the progress of the company by the following 
figures :—The 14 per cent. drop in the dividend was equivalent to 
£3,137, while the extra amount placed fo depreciation was 
£3 500, and this had been done notwithstanding some adverse 
events. The adverse conditions were the increase in rates 
at the quinquennial re-valuation amounting to £1,189; the con- 
tinued high price of coal, which averaged 5s. Gd. a ton dearer 
than in 1899, amounting to £1,438; and the loss by the 
gradual automatic reduction of price to consumers of £1,005. 
The first two of those items affected most companies, and they 
should recover from them in a very short time. He might point 


out that those three items together came to more than the extra 
amount placed to depreciation, and taken from dividends. The 
last item referred tu—that of loss by reduction of price—was not 
at all to be regretted. They were now in fairly full use of the 
maximum demand system of charging their customers, and under 
that system a large number of the most useful class of customers got 
the current at a price which competed well with gas. The general 
public were slowly realising that fact, and the company was accord- 
ingly obtaining an increase of custom of a kind which would be the 
means of improving profits. Gross takings did not benefit the com- 
pany unless they were of the right kind, that was coming from the 
class who used their lamps for long hours, and thus giving a better 
return on the capital expended in plant by enabling them to use it 
each day for a longer time. The lamp return was encouraging, the 
ratio of increase in the number of units sold per lamp being for the 
past three years as 11, 114 and 124. The number of lamps added 
in 1901 (15,754) was about the same as that added in 1900, but the 
units sold showed an increase of about 340,000, which exceeded the 
usual increase by about 100,000 units. The district promised a con- 
tinuous increase іп tbe demand. Leases were falling in in the southern 
portion during the next two or three years, and in the northern part 
in six or seven years’ time. Building pians were already in exist- 
ence for the development of those areas, and the demand therefrom 
was expected to be of a remunerative order. Coming to the ques- 
tion of the reserve fund, he would point out that the Chelsca Com- 
pany was a pioneer company, and had suffered in a variety of ways 
from tbat cause, as was the fate of most pioneer enterprises; legal 
questions arose and had to be fought out, involving as they did 
costly claims in connection with vibration, and the consequent 
abandonment of stations and sites, while all the early plant bad to 
be scrapped to keep pace with the times, and to utilise new inven- 
tions of modern and more economical plant and machinery. 


‘Original sites had to be abandoned as the company grew in size, and 


land and buildings had to be acquired for the purposes of the busi- 
ness. The reserve fund had been created entirely out of premiums 
on the issue of shares and debcntures, and was invested in the busi- 
ness. They proposed to write off capital expenditure out of the 
reserve fund, and place the balance to the credit of depreciation 
account. Other electric lighting companies had generally dealt with 
that matter gradually, whilethey were dealing with it in one opera- 
tion, and consequently tHe largeness of its amount was more obvious. 
The capital expenditure for 1901 was small, being about £15,500 
less than in 1900, and about £37,400 less than in 1899. They would 
not have to spend much this year for plant and buildings, but a 
certain amount would have to be spent on lands to be purchased 
under their Act for future use. The capital already subscribed 
would go far to meet their requirements in that respect. They 
expected that capital expenditure in the future would be smaller in 
proportion to the supply of current than hitherto, as they con- 
sidered their present sub-station buildings would bold all the 
transforming plant they would require, and the mains on the 200- 
volt system were less costly than on the 100-volt system. Turning 
to the engineering work carried out, and the results attained during 
1901, only a small amount of new construction and equipment work 
was carried out during the past year, as their Alpha Place works 
were now fully equipped, and in thorough working order. Their 
sub-stations also were in satisfactory working order, and only small 
additions to meet the increase in the demand for a supply of elec- 
tricity were necessary. The efficiency of the whole of the plant 
had been well maintained, and its working had been all that could 
be desired. Their customers, as in previous years, had had no fault 
to find with the general char.cter of the supply of electricity 
delivered to them, and the regularity and steadiness of the supply 
were readily admitted by customers who had had experience on 
electric circuits in other parts of London. Their network of mains 
now embraced the greater part of their area, and only comparatively 
small extensions had been carried out during th: year to pick up 
customers in parts where a supply had not yet been delivered. 
Many of their earlier customers who were supplied at, the old pres- 
sure of 100 volts had, during the year, changed over to the 200-volt 
supply, to take advantage of the more favourable terms which we 
are able to offer for the supply at the higher pressure. In some 
cases the result of tbat change had induced customers to have addi- 
tional lamps wired in other parts of their premises which had 
previously not been lighted by electricity. 
Major-General WEBBER seconded the motion. | 
Mr. Birp taid that a lamer report had never been put before а 
body of shareholders, and the Chairman in his speech had “capped " 
it. He had entirely evaded the all-important question of the 
reserve fund. After the years the company had been going on 
pretending to have a reserve fund of some £50,000 or £60,000, which 
had come out of the pockets of the shareholders, the board seemed 
suddenly to have discovered that the fund had entirely gone. Ав 
a consequence, the financial position of the company was very much 
weakened. Personally, he had not the slightest confidence in the 
old board, and in his opinion they had mismanaged the whole of 
the company’s affairs. Hetherefore proposed the following amend- 
ment :—' That the report and statement of accounts be not passed, 
and that a committee of shareholders be appointed with full power 
to investigate the accounts and position of the company and the 
present administration of its affairs, and to report to the share- 
holders thereon; and that this meeting be adjourned till such 
report bas been issued.” 
Mr. Dawes, in seconding the amendment, said the drastic 
changes which the board proposed to carry out had fallen upon 
the shareholders like “a bolt from the blue.” It would certainly 
look as if the state of things disclosed in the report had only been 
discovered when the two new directors were appointed last year. 
Mr. Tvck ETT said he thought the two previous speakers had been 
a little too hard upon the directors, All electric undertakings lost. 
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more or less of their assets through depreciation, and he thought 
the board had acted in the best interests of the company by taking 
the bull by the horns and writing the matter off at once. 

Mr. Scrass said that the company had been badly mismanaged 
in the past, and it was evident that the shareholders had been 
living in a fool’s paradise. They had now two new directors in the 
persons of Mr. W. Page and Mr. W. Reginald Davies, who were 
busines: men, but if they were overweighted with the old directors, 
he was afraid they would not be able to do much for the company. 
He thought they should try to get rid of the old board. 

Mr. ROH questioned the legality of the board taking money 
from th« reserve for the purpose of making provision for deprecia- 
tion. If they had lost their ordinary and preference capital, the 
only thing for it was to reduce it. . 

Mr. DAvIEs, as one of the new directors, said that he and his 
colleague, Mr. Page, had no wish to disassociate themselves from 
the other directors. 'The board might have made mistakes, but 
they had done nothing improper, and if they consented to leave 
the management of the business in their hands, he was convinced 
they would quietly and slowly, it might be, but steadily and surely 
give the sbareholders an improved state of affairs from year to 
year. 

The CHAIRMAN, replying on the discussion, said it was the inten- 
tion of the board for the future to put to depreciation nothing more 
than would be put by any of the best and шох prosperous companies. 
The reserve fund had always existed in the business, and nothing 
more than a transfer in accounts had taken place in the present 
balance-sheet. In dealing with the question as they had, he main- 
tained that the board bad adopted a perfectly honest and straight- 
forward course. 

On a show of hands, the amendment was rejected by 14 votes to 
23, and the report was adopted. 

After some opposition, the chairman and Major-General Webber 
were re-elected as directors, and the proceedings, which had lasted 
nearly two hours, terminated. 


Liverpool District Lighting Company. 


THE report for the year ending December 31st, 1901, states :— 


The demand for electric light in the Great Crosby and Waterloo district has 
considerably increased, an equivalent of 2,070 16-c.r. lamps having been con- 
nected to the supply mains, making the total number of lamps installed at 
January Ist, 1902, 8,904. The revenue during the period has increased by about 
£600, while owing to economies in working the expenditure has been increased 
by £150 only. A better result would have been obtained bnt for an unfortunate 
breakdown of the batteries at the station which carry the night load, which 
necessitated running the steam plant night and day fora period of about six 
weeks in Novernber and December. The contracting business carted on by 
the company shows & satisfactory progress. The profit on this portion of the 
business, however, is not very great, a large proportion of the work being 
carried out for consumers in their own district, where it is to the company's 
advantage to work at practically cost price for the sake of increasing the con- 
sumption of electric light. The Gateacre portion of the company’s business has 
now been finally disposed of to the Garston and. District Electric Supply Com- 
pany, Limited, the surplus remaining after the payment of all expenses being 
£1,909 Os. 8d. Fiom this sum tbe directors have thought it wise to write off the 
whole of the preliminary expenses of the formation of tlie company, amounting 


to £468 7s. 8d., leaving a balance of £1,440 13s. with which to form a reserve . 


fund for the equalisation of dividends and for other purposes. The total profits 
for the year amount to £2,207 4s. 10d., out of which £624 10s, 2d. has been taken 
for depreciation, leaving tlie net profit available for distribution, including the 
balance brought forward from 1901, £2,129 19s. 7d. An interim dividend at the 
rate of 3 per cent. per aunum, less income- tax, has been paid for the half-year 
ending June 80th, and it is proposed to declare a further dividend at the rate of 
4 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, making 34 per cent. for the year, and to 
carry forward £480. 


Oldham, Ashton and Hyde Electric Tramway 
Company. 
THE report, presented to the meeting held at Hamilton 
House, Victoria Embankment, E. C., at 12.30 o'clock on Tuesday, 
March 11th, read as follows :— 

“The directors beg to submit their report and the statement of 
accounts as at December 31st, 1901. The total revenue for the year 
amounts to £26,401 16s. 11d., and the expenditure (including £1,600 
for debenture interest) to £19, 319 14s., leaving a net profit of 
£7,082 2s. 11d., which, added to the amount of £177 118. 8d. 
brought forward from the previous account, makes an available 
balance of £7,259 14s. 7d., which the directors propose should be 
applied as follows :— 


Amount to be placed to depreciation and reserve fund . £1,500 0 0 
Dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the 
cumnlative preference shares for the year. .. 2,122 18 4 


Dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 11 per cent. 
per annum for the six months ended December 81st, 
1901, making, with the interim dividend paid on Angust 
l5th last, 8 per cent. for the year... .. 3,870 6 8 

Balance to be carried forward to next account 266 10 0 


£7,259 14 7 


“The total capital expenditure amounts to £132,751 17s. 6d. In 
order to cope with the traffic during certain days of the week and 
on holidays, the directors have purchased eight additional motor 
cars. In accordance with the resolution passed at the last general 
meeting, the directors issued in May, 1901, 500 ordinary shares and 
500 preference shares at the price of £12 10s. per ordinary share 
and £10 per preference share. The premium in respect of the issue 
‘of these shares, amounting to £1,183 15s. 5d. (after deducting 
expenses), has been added to depreciation and reserve fund, which, 
with the sum now recommended to be credited, will stand at £4,505 


15s. 5d. The subscribed share and debenture capital is now :— 
£45,000 in ordinary shares of £10 each; £45,000 in 5 per cent. 
cumulative preference shares of £10 each; 440, 000 4 per cent. 
debentures—4£130,000. A satisfactory agreement has been entered 
into with the Hyde Corporation in regard to the breaking up of the- 
footpaths for the repair of the feeder cables. The directors regret 
that their opposition to the promotion of new lines by the local 
authorities was unsuccessful, but negotiations are in progrers with 
the Hyde Corporation with regard to a lease to the company of the 
tramway from the terminus of the company's line to the Stockport. 
boundary, and with the Stockport Corporation for mutual running 
powers between Hyde and Bredbury." 


1900. 
Miles open :— 
M. F. Ch. 
8 1 1 Route miles 
6 7 
2 4 


к ст со а 
t9 C v» "rj 
і 


| Single line 1 
Double line 4 
4, 1 59 . Number of passengers carried .. . . 4,589,619 
34d. .. Average receipts per passenger .. 1:274. 
Average expenditure per passenger ..  '8d. 


Proportion of expenses to receipts 
Number of cars in stock 


E^ . 
65:86 5j .. 
38 e 
Mr. EMILE Garcke presided over the fifth ordinary general meet- 
ing of the shareholders, and, in moving the adoption of the 
report, said he had to congratulate the shareholders upon the sne- 
cessful results which had been achieved since the line was opened 
to traffic, which was rather more thantwo years. That success exem- 
plified in very typical form what could be done by means of the elec- 
trical working of tramways in districts similar to that which the 
company was serving. Interest on the debentures had been paid from 
the first, and the ordinary shareholders received 6 per cent. for 1900, 
and the board now recommended a distribution which would make 
the dividend on the ordinary shares for the past year 8 per cent. 
The permanent way, stock and plant had been maintained in 
thorough order out of revenue. The results had been in almost 
every respect as satisfactory as they could wish for, but they had 
suffered in the district from depression in trade owing to some of 
the mills and collieries having been on short time. Otherwise the 
traffic would have been slightly larger. They had carried 4,889,000 
passengers in 1891 as against 4,131,000 in 1900. The receipts per 
passenger showed a slight falling off, but the average expenditure 
per passenger was also a little smaller than in the previous year. 
Parliamentary expenses amounted to £948, but the whole of it had 
not been spent in the period under review. They had arra ged 
tenns with the Hyde Corporation to lease the Corporatiou's tram- 
ways from the company's existing tramways to the boundary of the 
Hyde Borough. Further, they were arranging with the Stockport 
Corporation for running powers over the boundaries of their 
lines. He trusted that the result of those arrangements, 
by which mutual running powers were secured over the 
respective lines, would tend.materiallv to improve the travel- 
ling facilities over the whole of the district. He regretted 
tbat the attitude of the local authorities had been so hostile to the 
company. Until their company's line was promoted, there were no 
tramway travelling facilities provided in the district, but directly the 
company appeared on the scene, they were opposed by the local 
authorities. The local authorities had got orders, and it was pro- 
posed to work the extended lines by means of a joint board. That 
company did not reciprocate the feeling of jealousy which the local 
authorities had never refrained from showing. They hoped the 
local authorities would do the work as thoroughly and as efficiently 
as the company was doing its work, and he trusted that the public 
would benefit by this division of tramways in the district. At the 
same time he could not refrain from expressing considerable doubt 
whether a system by which electrical tramways were split up 
between the company and various local authorities was the most 
satisfactory one for the interests of the travelling public. 
Mr. ATHERLEY JoNES, M.P., seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 
Mr. E. Garcke and Mr. Alderman Higginbottom were re-elected 
directors, and the meeting closed. 


County of London and Brush Provincial Electric 
Lighting "Company, Limited.—The directors have decided to 
recommend payments of final dividends upon the ordinary shares 
of the company at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, 
for the half-year ended December 31st, 1901, making 4 per cent. 
for the year, carrying forward about £4,000, and on the preference 
shares at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum for the half-year to 


December 31st, 1901, less income-ta‘. 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway.—It is officially 
announced that the contract for the sale of the interests of the 
London and Globe Finance Corporation in the Baker Street and 
Waterloo Railway to the Metropolitan District Electric Traction 
Company has been signed, the price agreed upon being £360,000 
and interest. The directors announce that they have now completed 
arrangements with the Metropolitan District Electric Traction 
Company, Limited, to carry on the construction of the worka. 


Commercial Cable Company.—The accounts for the 
year ended December last, show that, after payment of dividends 
amounting to 8 per cent., and adding $350,000 to the reserve fund 
and $150,000 to the reserve for insurance of stations, &c., there 
remained a credit to revenue account of $130,604, $221,066 having 
been brought forward. 
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Direct Spanish Telegraph Company.—Dividends for 
the half-year ended December 31st, at the rato of 10 per cent. on 
the preference shares and 4 per cent. on the ordinary. 


Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply Com- 
pany.—Dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 7 per cent. 
for the year 1901. 


Mexican Electric Works, Limited.—Dividend for the 
year ended September 30th, 8 per cent. per annum. 


Telegraph Manufacturing Company.—The transfer 
books will be closed from 17th to 31st inst. 


Commercial Cable Company.—A quarterly dividend 
of 17 per cent. has been declared. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipte for the week ending March 
th were £699; corresponding week last year, £546; increase, £153. Total 
to date, £5,787; corresponding period last year, £5,036; increase £701. 
Miles of track open, 104. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
March 8th were £199; corresponding week last year, £166; increase, 
1155 Тон гесе to date, £1,521; corresponding period last year, 21,394; 
ncrease, А 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
March лез £4,882; oorresponding: period last year £93,758; in- 
crease, £1,129, 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending March 8th were 
£6,757; corresponding week last year, 45, f 55; increase, £902. Total 
receipta to date, £66,113; corresponding period last year, £50,662; in- 
crease, £5,451, Miles open, 6, 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of tbis company for the week ending February 28th :— 


Comparison 
with corres- No 
Amount ponding week f 


Aggregate. 


5 Ss ] A эы ыу т 
Company. & ' of last year. weeks. Ásacunt Inc. or Dec. 
+ ae л = 
| £ 2 £ £ £ 
| 

Croydon * А oe 718 | 515 | — | 8 5,882 8,678 - 
Devonport ! .. T [к == — 8 3,072 — — 
Dudley —Stourbridge 611 85 — | 8 4,062 863 EN 
Gateshead; .. — .. | 606 — = 5,120 Ee is 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow: 333 183 — | g 2,901 1,489 — 
Hartlepool .. dà 171 — 7 8 1,369 — 30 
Kidderminster ..| 87 M eem НЕ: 723 61 — 
Merthyr { eo ee 183 — — x 1,513 — — 
Oldham—Ashton .. 465 14 | — 8,678 — 102 
Poole { oe ee eo 166 | nu TIT af 1,418 == — 
Potteries еж .. | 1,374 58 — 8 11,023 257 — 
Southport... „ 126 | 21 — 84 986 144 — 
South Staffordshire? | 713 94 | — ! e | 5,715 23 | — 
Swan sen | 40 | 48 | — 8 3.223 216 = 
Taunton * ei 51 „= — \ 417 — — 
Tynemouth }.. $a 161 — — 1,475 — = 
Wolverhampton Dist, 125 | 16 — 84 962 597 — 


* Partly horse. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Mar. 9th were £38,071; corresponding week last year, £2,067; increase, 
21.004. Total receipts to date (10 weeks), £50,472; corresponding period last 
year, £20,198; increase, £19,274. Miles open, 61; last year, 43. 


1 Partly steam. t Not in operation last year. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending March 
8th were £166 98. 61d. ; corresponding week last year, £159 18s. 3d.; in- 
crease, £6 168. 63d. Total to date, £1.609 103. 10d. ; corresponding period 
last year, £1,533 6s. 7d.; increase, 476 4s. 3d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,090; 190], 4,931. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—'The receipta for the week ending March 
7th were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., £3,873 Зв. 4d.; D.8.D. Co. £741 1s. 7d.; 
total, £4,114 4s. lld.; corresponding week last year— D. U. J. Co., £8,154 
28. 4d.; D. B. D. Co., £647 fis. 11d.; total, £8,401 9s. 9d. ; increase, £812 158. U.; 
aggregate to date, £37,144 Us. Sd.; last year, £35,724 128. 3d.; increase, 
£1,705 8g. 5d. Mileage worked 46. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending March 
9th were £1,101; corresponding week last year, £1,507; decrease, £106. 
Total to date £18,609; corresponding period last year, £14,/95 ; decrease, 
£1,086. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains. 


STOCES AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
BvsiNEss in the Stock Exchange haa dropped to proportions more 
generally associated with the dog-days than those of early spring, 
when orders should be bright and beautifully abundant. The un- 
happy "accident" at the front is, of course, a prime factor in 
causing the slackening of trade, although Lord Methuen's reverse is 
regarded as an event which can only affect the final issue in во far 
аз it may encourage the enemy to prolong hostilities for a few 


months longer than they otherwise would do. Consols have 
receded, taking investment markets generally in their train, but the 
Telegraph section is halting in its previ^u:ly head-long descent. 
Supply shares continue erratic, and the Electrical Railway depart- 
ment is somewhat easier. 

The sale to Mr. Yerkes of that white elepbant, the Baker Street 
and Waterloo Railway, will release about £360,000, the sum which 
is to be paid for the line, but whether creditors of the Lor don and 
Globe Corporation will much benefit is doubtful, since it is 
believed that the property was heavily mortgaged. Some £550,000 
has been spent by the Whitaker-Wright group over this hapless 
undertaking, and if the London and Globe sharebolders get as much 
as £100,000 back again, they will probably deem themselves lucky. 
Central London Ordinary and Deferred stocks are following the 
path we ventured to mark out for them, and will probably go still 
lower. The Earl of Camperdown's negatived motion, calling for 
legislation whereby “ tube " companies which caused damage should 
become liable at common law, is of course, regarded askance in the 
market, not so much for what it demands on the surface as for the 
limitless possibilities which it opens with regard to liability for 
damage.  Notwitbstanding its speedy withdrawal, there is an 
unpleasant taste left behind. The talk of an arrangement being 
arrived at between the Central London and the Metropolitan 
District, which will save the former company the construction of a 
new line to the City, has affected the stocks of neither. District 
Ordinary keeps steady at 31. Metropolitan Consolidated stock is 
744. Great Northern & City Preferred “А shares remain at 
84 to 9. 

The Telegraph market has pulled itself together a little, and the 
„rot is, for the moment, stayed. The only noticeably weak spot 
is Commercial Cable, which is marked down 74 points upon sales, 
largely on account of New York. 'The market is so limited, that 
the disposal of only a small amount of stock produces an exagge- 
rated effect upon the quotation. Anglo-American Preferred is 
actually 1 per cent. better, and buyers have had to pay the top 
price of 90, but the Deferred has relapsed to 74 again. In the 
Eastern group, “Chinas” have advanced 10s., despite the deadlock 
which is supposed to have taken place between the company and 
some of the Australian Commonwealth authorities. Eastern 4 per 
cent. Debenture stock has receded 3, and Eastern Extension 
Debenture is also a shade off. Western Telegraph shares exhibit 
renewed flatness, and Indo-Europeans, after keeping very hard 
throughout the Marconi crisis,“ are £1 down this week. On the 
other hand, Globe Telegraphs maintain their position, although 
Submarine Cables Trust certificates are quoted at a much wider 
margin, the price being extended downwards. 


National Telephone descriptions are bardening, the first and 
second Preferences both showing rises of a sovereign upon the better 
feeling induced by tardy recognition of the chairman’s speech at the 
recent meeting. By the way, we suppose that many of our readers 
have been receiving circulars this week from the British Investors’ 
Underwriting Corporation advising the purchase of shares in the 
American Wireless Telephone and Telegraph Company. These 
share touts have the impudence to offer them at 2§ per $10 share, 
the fraction, of course, m presenting the premium. The age of the 
American patent, and the exceeding doubtfulness as to its validity 
on this side, are, of thcmselves, sufficient to warn anybody against 
taking there sharcs, despite the boast that the company’s position 
is impregnable. Marconi’s shares have not suffered from the 
advent of this American product, but the closing price to-night 
(Wednesday) is dull at 3] upon renewed Irish sales. Not even the 
Canadian Government subsidy of $80,000 to the clever inventor has 
been enough to assist the price of his shares. 

In the electricity supply section, Chelseas are better, and the 
Debenture stock is up a point, the movements being due to the 
appreciation of the healthier financial position of tbe undertaking, 
now that its encumbrances have been reduced. Metropolitan 
Ordinary, which spurted 4 on the dividend declaration, are back to 
below their previous price. The adverse decision in the House of 
Lords is mainly responsible for this. Westminsters have lost a j 
this week. Bournemouth and Poole, to quote a few provincial 
varieties, are 124, 10 and 1043 for Ordinary, Preference and Debenture 
issues respectively. Folkestone shares are 64, Hove 74, and Oxford 
51. To go further afield, Calcutta Electrics are 7 to 8, Electric 
Lighting and Traction of Australia Preference are 44, River Plate 
Electric Debenture stock 674. These are, of course, the middle 
prices. London Electrics are 4 up on the declaration of the Pre- 
ference dividend. 

British Electric Tractions continue dullish. The most interest- 
ing item connected with electric traction is that which announced 
negotiations between the London General Omnibus Company and 
Mr. G. V. Sims, the object being to supply London with & new 
electric omnibus. 
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Present AMB Dividends for Closing caren dl 
Issue, ^ j the last three years. Narch th, Maren 12th. 
Cece et MER — ү MET. 77 1900, | 1901 
82,300 | African Direct Tel ograph, 4 % Debs. vee . . ese 99 —103 99 —103 
А Amazon Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 95, 000 . T ра 34— 44 3à— 44 
. 119,7007, Amason Telegraph 5 Y Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. eee 828 ‘a .. | 70 — 80 70 — 80; 
804,720 | Anglo-American Telegraph ... ee - oon Stock 78/6 | 3j 618a. | 46 — 49 46 — 49 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6 95 Pref eee [rr eee 6 6 6 % 87 — 89 88 — 90 
8,097,640 Do. do. Deferred eee ese e. |Btock|£1 7s. | 5s. 28 71— 8xd| 74— 72 
44, Chili Telephone, Noa 1 to 44,000 eee ese soo eee 5 4 5 34— = 4 
18, 889, 900 Commercial Cable eee eee coe 8 [TT eee 165 —170 155 —165 
1,41,029/ ^ Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. ede de | 95 — 98 | 95 — 98 
16,600 Ouba Telegraph eee TII eee eee еее 7 Ф eee 44 — 51 44 — 4 
6,000 Do. 10 Ф Pref. oe coe eee ee ee eee 13 т 14 13 — 14 
12,931 Direct Bpanish Tel ph ec eee ee eee ee 4 Ф 4 Ф е 8 тте 4 3 == 4 i 
6,000 Do. do 10 Cum. Pref. eee een eo coe өөө b 84— 94 == 9% f 
30,0007 do, Debs. [III eee eee eee 98 —102 98 —102 | 


20 | 34% | 34% |... | 91— 10k | 94— 104 
99 —102 99 —102 


Do. 44 
60,7101 Direct United States Cable ... 
Direct West India Oable, 441% ‘Reg. “Deb, ed) 100 
Nos. 1 to 1, 200 Eed. 
4,000,000 | Eastern 3 Ord. Stock ees - sss 


1,930,807 4% Mort. Pref. Stock eee soe 100 see ecc eee 84 == 87 84 — 87 
1.492, 2881 Do. Mort. Deb. Btock Rod. vo» [Stock]... - *. 108 —112 {105 —10) 
$00, 5 Australasia, and China Telegraph ... 10 7 77 .. 111 — 124 | 12 — 13 
890,000: Do. 4% Deb. Stock ee ee TI] 109 — 114 108 —113 


22000001 { Eastern and Bouth African. Telegraph, 4 % Mort. Deb 100 


300,000: Do. 4 % Re Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 | 25 — 100 — 103 100 —103 % 
180,927 | Globe Telegraph and es. өш se a | 10 | 583951519; | | 5—9; 81— 95 
180,042 Do. do. 6 6% Pref. eee eee eee 10 eee в 13 = 14 13 — 14 


Telegraph, of Copenhagen 10 баё 
75,000 J Halifax and Bermuda Cable, 44 % 1st Mort. Debe] 100| .. | .. | .. 99 103 99 —103 


within Noa 1 to 1,200, Red. 


17,000 do- Telegraph ees eee coe (ry) ove 25 10 Ф 10 % oes 38 — 42 37 == 41 
100,000: London Brasilian Telegra 6 Ф Debs. ul 006 100 eee coe coe 100 = 104 ха 100 —1(4 
72,680 | Montevideo чер, шан, 2 1 to 72,680 .. 23 - - — = 
590,000 National Telephone, 1 to 590,000 eee soo eee ooe b b 5 es. “= soo I 2. 
15,000 Do. 6 Cum. Ist Pret. ose ooo eee 6 6 6 13 — 14 13 — 15 
15,000 Do. 6 % Oum. 2nd Pref. .. А 6 6 5 7 12 — 14 13 — 15 
250,000 Do. Non-cum. 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 5 5 5 44— 53 44— bi 
2,000,000 Do. Deb. Stock Red. - T 34 34 34% | 93 — 96 9з — 
500,000; Do. 4 % Deb. Stock Вей... E 4% 01 —195 [01 —105 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone rg Blec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully id 5$?516 TA — 1 — 
100,0007| Pacific and European Tel, 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1, ae ee 99 —102 | 99 —102 
11,839 Reuter’s... eee .00 eee seo LII) 5 Ф 5 % e 6 = 7% 6 == 7 
8,803 Submarine Cables Trust eon eee see T) eee . eee 119 —125 119 —125 


1 

1 

b 

10 

10 

b 
Btock 

100 

1 

100 

8 
Cert. 

58,000 | United Hiver Plate оер ete b 

Do. 5 Ф Oum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 5 
Stock 

100 

23 

100 

10 

100 

100 

10 

10 


40,006 ooo вез coe 44— 5 44— 6 
179,947: Do. Ha b Ф Debs. 00 eee eee TY) eee vee 102 —105 102 —105 
165,600 West African Telegraph, b Ф Debs.. eer 60е eee #60 eee ee eee 99 —101 xd 99 —101 
80,008 | West Coast of America, Nos. 1—30,000 and 53,001— 53,008 see i = B — 
150, Do. do. 4 95 Deks., 1—1, 500 by Bras. Bub. Tel. . 99 —102 99 —102 
207,930 Western Telegraph, Ltd. 08. 1— 90 eee eee 7 Ф 7 Ф 12 == 13 114— 123 
75,0001 Do b Debe. 2nd series, 1906 T eee вө ee „өө 102 —105 102 —105 
848,7771 Do. do. 4 % Deb. Red. - - T dis .. 1160 —103 |100 —1(3 
West India and Panama ph see een ees eee i% eo oes i— 2 1— 2 
94,563 Do. do. do. 6 Cum. Ist Pref. eec eee eee oes 5 — 54 5 = 51 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 Oum. 2nd Pref. rrr) 10 eoe 00 "өө 34 — 44 33 = 44 
80.0001 Do do do. K Ф Debs.. Nos. 1 to 1.800 100 | ... H 110 103 1100 —103 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Or. Lg са 92 ü— f 8— $ 
100,000 ru 1 T Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 * * P 100 — 105 100 —105 
19,661 —— A & Kensington Elec. Lt. Sup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 518 6 8 9— 9i 9— 9 
20,000 do. 7 Ф Oum. Pref.... 5 eee ево ҮТ 9 —! 94 9 — 94 "TI ТҮ 
60,000 | Oharing се ana ae. Suppl. iss 599 P 10 Ф | 84— 9ixd| 8$ — 94 98 | T 
„50,00 Do. = 43% Oum. Pref. B oue [у дё не 51— Sixd 5} — 52 EN| 558 
250,000 8 ад äi e do d 44% Deb. Stock Red. 100 o% Т .. 1104 —106 104 —106 104% | ... 
$4,000 h 10 рр!у, - b 54 49% | 4t— 51 5 — 53 54 5 
150,000: Do. do. g Deb. Stock Red. . Stock eee 1% eee 109 —112 110 —113 111 HIE 
70,579 City of London Ё Blectric hting, Ord. 40,001—110,579... 10 | 4 0 5%| 9—10 9—10 92 98 
40,000 Do. 6 95 Oum. » 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 —. | 12 — 13 12 — 13 tee 855 
400,000: Do. 5 Y Deb. Btock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) all paid Bd A bs .. |123 —128 |128 —128 
200,000 Do. 4495 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 a *. 101 —104 |101 —104 103 
40,000 | County of xi & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 4 4% | 84— 94 8i— 94 
,000 Do. do. 6 95 Pref., а 10 | 6 *. | 12 — 18 12 — 13 us 
400,000; Do. 44 Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa all peur ue NC бе 1107 —110 107 —110 109 - 
,500 Edmundson’s Oorp., Ord. Shares - 56 79% | .. 6 — 6j 6 — 64 65 635 
20,000 Do. do. 6 y А Cum. Pref. eee eee eee Tp eee 6 a 63 6 — 4 676 eee 
120,000; Ро. до. 45 Ф 1st Mort. Deb. Btook. * | 100 | ... si .. 106 —169  |1C6 —1C9 7 
21,000 | Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. ; хв 5 | 11% | 129% | 10% | 103 — 111 | 104 — 114 
90,000 o. 4 9€, Deb. Stock 101 —104 |101 —104 г 
110,000 | London Blectric Supply Corporation, Limited, Ота. ... 3 r : 1}— 2 1$— 21 бөз 
49,840 Do. е as do. 6 Pret. 5 een eee 006 4 — 5 4 — 4b 
ото; 1 " 5205 — do. 495 ries Db. Stock Rd. |Stock * ii .. | 95 — 100 95 —100 =F - 
98,769 Sen tan 0 у, 101 to 62,500 10 | 5 6% | 68% | 1'3— 163 | 14$ — 154 153 | 154 
220,000: 44% Pint Mortgage Debenture Btock ‘ee T 980 .. 111 —115 111 —115 1132 1122 
250,0007 De st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . «oe |Btock| ... — *. | 98 —101 93 —101 s ea 
8,652 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting aes * | 104,7 7 6 % | 144— 154 | 144 — 15} 14H 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord. iR es 5 14495 1437 14495 | 1135 — 154 | !'4&— 153 15 144 
20,000 Do. do. 7 Ф Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 7955, | 8— 9xdi 8— 9 З 
150,000! Do. do. 8i ФІ Deb. m Rede.. 100 js .. | 98 —101 08 —101 99] 
12,000 Smithfield Market Elect. Вар ова sag ive 5 „ ds ies lg - 23 1@- 24 $us e 
- 60,0001 Do. x d i eb, eee tee 100 [ELI eee ee. 80 — 9) xd 80 == 90 eee 9 00 
65,000 South London мі: Варріу, eot г 5 — 24 2— 924 | е 
109,518 | Westminster Electric Supply, „ . | 1 |10496 10% | 1123— 124ха 11 — 12 | 113 
* Subject to Founders Shares, | oe on эр sear Stock Ex change, 
t Unless otherw shares are being used as c tal, 
— ß P = 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES .— Continued. 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. | 
Present НАМЕ ws 7 : | ur тоса 


о Messrs. Jobpson, Matthey а Co., Lis 
i The Phosphor Bronae Ocmpany, Led. 


tati ded 
Isene, Sharo. Marsih | Marsi. | магаз, 1903, 
t 1899. 1900, Highest’) Lowest. 
90,000 | British Aluminium 7 Y Cum. Pref. .. al Oe nn iy | dde 5b | е 
$00,0002 Do. do. 5 Y Ist Mort. Deb. Btock Red. .. Stoch m 88 — 92 88 — 92 see ae 
62, 074 | British Electric Traction ..| 10) 8% 9% 18 — 14 18 — 14 132 | 134 
90,000 Do. do. 6 Ф Cum. Pref. aes "mr s 10 885 "S 124 — 123 124— 123i 128 12 j'y 
600,060! Do. do. 5 Y Perpetual Debenture Stock ... Stoch зз .. 126 —129 [126 —129 1284 | ... 
70,000 British Insulated Wire Ord. eee eee E [Ir eos eee 5 30 Ф 15 y 4 94 — 10$ 94 — 104 TI ory) 
70,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. [Ii] [IIl eee 5 eee eee еөз 5$ — 63 54— 61 + 00е eee 
50,000 |4 Browett, Mcd & Co. (1899), Ord. ws же i dirus 8 885 188. to 193. | 188. to 206. -— 
50,000 |T 6 Y Cum. Pref. ... eld £1 6 .. | 203. to 218. | 19/6 to 20/6 | ... ees 
105, 731 Brush Elecl. f „ Ord., 1 to 105,731 ... B iss 2 54% 5 ss 18— 18 18— 16 13 idis 
150,000 Do. Е ' Non-cum. бф Pref as 8 216% б Буз 2 — 9} 2 — 291 2 -— 
125,069] Do. do. 44 J Perp. Deb. Stock  .. Stock 101 —104 xd|102 —105 | 103} | ... 
125,000! Do. do. 4$ . 2nd Deb. Stock Stock 97 —10) 97 —100 sis € 
$0,000 | Callender's Cable Construction s „Nos. 1—30,000 ... 5|15% 15 [4 .. |175— 184 | 174 — 184 s А 
40,000 Do, do. 5 Y Cum. Pref. id 5| .. 985 i 51— 6 54— 6 
90,0001 Do. do. 44 95 Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red .. |Btock| ... . 111 —115 111 —115 ET es 
1 ‚969, 800 | Central London Railway, Btock see as . (Stock! ... ; 4 %|103 — 106 103 —106 104 103 
440, 100 Do. do. 4% Pref. Stock .. . .. Stock- . 4 91103 — 106 103 — 106 1054 be 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. ^ „Stock 4 75100 — 103 99 —102 994 | ... 
855,000 City and Beuth London Railway  ... vs a .. Stock 11 14%] 2 %| 65 — 68 65 — 63 6711 
54,000 ais saa Со., Nos. %1 Еа Reg. Dele. i oe 3 74%| 8% z 3 — 34 3 — 34 vet - 
А 5 1st Mort. 1 to 8 
100,0007 £100, and 901 to 11, 000 of £50 red ees eee eee 99 — 104 99 —104 Tm eve 
99,261 Edison & Swan Utd. BL Lgt., “ A" shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 5| 6 24% i— 8 i- 8 s 85 
17,139 Do. do. do. “А” Shares, 01—017, 189 ose 5 6 25% 2 — 3 2 — 3 TIO eee 
844,029: Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red ТҮ 100 ТҮ! 78 — 83 78 тт 83 eee eee 
100,0002 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. ииз 100 | .. aes 83 — 88 83 — 88 was "- 
112, 100 Electric Construction, 1 to 112, 100 bee [II 2. 6 Ф 6 Ф 18 — 14 18 — 14 eee eee 
31, 390 Do. do. 7 Cum. Pref., 1 to 31 390. T 2 is ane 2à4— 3 24— 3 ee ewe 
182, 5001 Do. do. 4 Perp. Ist Mort. Deb. Stock °з Stock eee ее 97 —101 97 —101 cee өзө 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Y Cum. Pref. ... " 10 s 92— 104 92— 10} 898 swe 
150,000 Do. do. 4 Ф Mort. Deb. eee pee [Im Stock eee een eae 99 — 102 100 —1C3 ТҮ) TI 
95,000 Henley's (W. "a Telegraph Works, Ord. ... 800 T 5 | 15 Y 20 Ф 20 | 174 — 181xd 174 — 184 173 17% 
85,000 Do. do. 44 Ф Pref. eee 5 4495 44% TTI 54— 6 xd 54— 6 53 TE 
50, 0007 Do. en do. 44 Mort. Deb. Btock. eee Stock s.. TI 111 —115 xd 111 —115 006 њое 
50,000 India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works oo. | 10] 10 | 10 % 21 — 22 21 — 22 215 |... 
800,000 Do. do. do. 4 96 Ist ort. Deb; eos eee 100 TIT eee ees 100 —103 100 —103 T eee 
2.500 (Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. e owe 10 82%] 34%] 11%] 5— 52 5 — 5. u 
10, 000 t Do. Pret., £10 paid eee ТҮ 10 5 oes oee 11 = 113 11 — 114 eee vee 
7, 600 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to d 500 ... we | 10| .. - .. | 154—164 154— 164 as 588 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 Cum. Pref. .. “a sio ul. ss 6% 19/- to 20/- | ... — ... T ibs 
$7,350 | Telegraph sore te and tenance ... | 18 | 15 174% 20 9 38 — 41 37 — 40 384 | 378 
150,0002 Do. 4 95 Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 «s | 100 | us „ 1102 —105 |102 —1C5. on or 
25,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 . i 5 | 12 12 * .. | 108— 113 103— 114 "- ies 
90, do. 5 95 Om. Ри. Nos. 1 to 30,000... B. ... cas cies 54— 6 — 6 ves v 
540,0007 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock n a 100 | 3 5 3 * 3 * 92 — 95 92 — 95 93 is 
t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated al] shares are fully paid. § From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY 900110, 
Consolidated Telephone Oonstruotion and Maintenance, ;,— ji. | Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Electrio Кыч på.), Ord., 1448—15 
Nasional Electrio Free Wiring, 11—i. bo. do. Prof, (210 ра.), 108—107, 
ec cache ih nh PTT Bank rate of diecount З per cent. (February 6th. 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, March 12th. 
CHEMICALS, &о. This week. | Last week. | Ino, or Deo. METALS, &., (continued) This week. Last week. Ine. or Dec. 
Acid, H ee ee е * ee Bh eo ee ee £71 £71 
= женш Nes x ее Е si. Е usa рО eet en 271 
а „ О s . per ent. B3J- we 6 „  Eleotrolytic) Bars . per ton £68 £63 
є „ Sulphurioc.. oe ee рег owt. 6 55 ee 6 n ii Sheets .. per ton £75 £15 
а Ва] per owt. l- I- 6 n is Bod per ton £68 £68 
a Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) . рег ton 10 £88 10 in М " Н.О. Wire per Id. Sid. 84d. vi 
" А рег юп 480 f Ebonite Roo.  .. per lb. tj- j- ` ss 
а pow ee . per ton 8 e / Sheet ee oe per 1b. 6j- ue ee 
в етт А of Carbon es per юп #15 £15 n German Silver Wire — .. .. per lb, b 6 Зи 
e Borax ee рег ton £18 £18 А Gutta-peroha fine.  .. per lb. - Mu А 
e Bensole (90 €) .. vs „ рег gal. 7 77. h India- rubber, Para fine .. per Ib. 3/14 to 8/3 | 8/15 to 8/3 a 
eo „ (00 өэ ee рег gal. 6/6 í Charooal Sheets per ton £18 2418 824 
в Bul - per ton £20 £20 6 Pig (Cleveland Ting alas per ton 46/8 46,9 1d. dec. 
а Nitrate „ рег ton 6 os according to per ton From £11 | From 411 vs 
а „ White Sugar. .. per ton 281 £81 98 € „ Scrap, heavy. per ton "e to 50/- | 47/6 to 60/- 2 
9 „ eroxide .. ee per ton £291 10 £77 10 es б Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton 49 15 £9 15 és 
а Чары Solvent (00% arg. ре: P a ae 9 Lead, English Ingot — . . per ten 41115 | £11 17 6 | 2s. 6d. doo. 
a Ро ate por 15. Bå. ва. ee g [T] [| Bheet e? se per ton ec 218 10 ee 
a „  Causto(T5/8095) .. per ton £24 494 " т Manganin Wire No. 98 .. per Id. 8/- 8/- к 
а 90 Bisulphate ee ee per ton #85 286 ee g Mercury ee oe ee eo per bot. £8 15 £8 15 os 
a Shellac ee ee per owt. 127/- 127/- oe d Mica (in original cases), small oe per Ib. ва. to 9d. ва. to 9d. ee 
a Sulphate of “Magnesia .. per ton 44 10 £4 10 га d u s a medium per lb. 19 to 9/9 | 1/9 to 2/9 oe 
в воры, Sublimed Flowers . ee per ton 46 5 £6 5 x d per lb. to 1/8 rH to 1/8 гә 
в 5 T „ per ton £6 10 #5 10 oe p Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per lb, uis. to 1/2 |114d.to 1/2 > 
s Lum per ton 26 45 T р " rolled bars & per Ib. -to18 | 1/- to 18 M 
в Boda, Caustic P wbite 0 * .. per ton 41015 £10 15 M " un Strip&sheet per lb. m 1,2 mli2]| '.. 
8 u T T oe рег ton 48 £8 as P Platinum is per os. 441 4 1 da 
а te, casks — .. per ib за. Ad. oe { Silicium Bronze Wire per Ib. 104. so 1/- | 10d. to 1/- ss 
н Magnet, aco’d’ng to desc'p'n per ton| From £15 to 24 os 
METALS. &о. " in bars ee ee Fri to 4116 1040 ee 
b Aluminiom Ingots, in ton lots per ton 4148 £148 І 9 P bio. e ber ten eis 411710] 109 inc 
" Wire, in ton lots per ton 2994 4994 К f nu toll " “a ee per lb. 1 БЕ 
1 Sheet, in ton lots per ton 4 e n wire, Nos. 1 to 16 per lb 1.64 1/64 z 
p Babbite'’s metal per ton | £15 to 2196 215 *o 4196 p White Anti - friction Metals — 
5 to 19") basis per Id. : ‘id. 88 " White Ant aD per ton 485 to 465 | 485 to 408 eo 
e T ee per lb, d. brd. ~ р Zaris, NIN Grey Conon, on рі per ib. 1d. 1а. ee 
9 n | (solid drawn) . per lb. d. 7d. к § ^» а. Бах ee per lb. ба. oe 
9 u eo өө per Ib. 7d. 7d. ee ў ^ 8 on 16 Ibs. Russian oe per Ib. 4 ` өө 
e Oobper (brased) ee per lb, d. Bid. "m j н 10 'be. 5 све ee per Ib. qi. өө 
9 n a (8010 dra ee рег lb, d. 9d. 85 м 180 bs. доге рег don #10 2 6 41086 eo 
@ Copper Bars ee per ton £71 £71 Zino, Bb». (Vialle Montagne bad. per ton £22 10 £22 10 es 
a Messrs. G. Boor & Оо. India · Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. ош k Meters. Morris Trend Limited. 
tions b ие British Aluminium Co., Ltd Quotations Messrs, James & Shakepeere. Cc, L Quotations |” Mesere. W. T. Glover & Co., Lad. 
aupplied by : Satan Thos Bon осо & аш supplied by ; Mont SAM A Lass supplied by] * Mcsers. Р. Osmiston & Bons. 


e Meters. Fred ook Bos Braltb & Ce. і Мевохв. Walter Н. Hindley ё Co. 


S 
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THE GERMAN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 


INDUSTRY. 


THE DECLINE IN PROMOTIONS, AND ExPrcrATIONS CONCERNING 


THE NEW TARIFF. 


THE general industrial depression which has prevailed throughout 
Germany during the past year has not been without effect upon the 
clectrical engineering industry, and although to some extent u satis- 
factory number of orders has been received for installation work, 


panies were formed, with a total capital of only £322,500, as com- 
pared with 15 companies and £1,383,500 capital in 1900. The pro- 
motions in the previous years will be understood from the fact that 
the capital of new companies constituted amounted to £1,729,500 in 
1899, £2,327,500 in 1898, £4,815,500 in 1897, and £552,500 in 1896, 
but not a single undertaking was floated in 1895. Та discussing the 
situation in their annual report, the directors of that influential 
institution, the Deutsche Bank, state that the existing reaction will 


probably be overcome as кооп as the improvement which is hoped 
for in the general position has taken place. Eut it may tafely be 
asserted that little progress will be made in this direction until the 
German Parliament has scttled the question of the new tariff, and 
concluded fresh commercial treaties. The large increases proposed 
on the imports of many manufactures have already led to sugges 
tions for the adoption of retaliatory measures in different countries. 
Switzerland has just elaborated a new tariff, which projects an 
advance on all classes of machinery, and Austria and Russia are 
taking similar action. It is already difficult, under the existing 
Russian tariff, for German firms to carry on & profitable export 
trade with that country, and it is noteworthy that the Russian 
Siemens & Halske Company, of St. Petersburg, attributes the decline 
in its profits during the past year firstly, to the unfavourable 
Customs dues, and secondly, to the unsatisfactory condition of trade 
in general. If, therefore, Germany adopts the present tariff pro- 
posale, and alienates the sympathy of other countries to the extent 
of compelling them to resort to reprisals, there is hope that 
British firms may avail themselves of the opportunity which 
should then be afforded of extending their business connections in 


Europe. 

The shareholders of the Siemens & Halske Company, of Berlin, 
who recently approved the payment of a dividend at the rate of 
а per cent. for the past financial year, were informed by President 
Bodiker that, although the conditions of the industrial market are 
not clear and distinct, there is some consolation in regard to future 


developments, especially a8 expression to this assumption is being 
given by customers. At the same time, he was careful to point out 
that by reason of its extensive connections, the company is not 
dependent upon the general course of trade for its prosperity. 
The president proceeded to remark that indications are not lacking 
of an improvement in business, in view of the termination of the 
disturbances in China, and the approaching conclusion of the war 
in South Africa, but the negotiation of favourable commercial 
treaties would principally contribute towards the dissipation of the 
existing uncertainty. As far as the operations of the company 
during the past financial year are concerned, the dividend of 8 per 
cent. shows a decline for the firet time in the past five yeare, the 
distribution in each of the four preceding periods having amounted 
to 10 per cent. It is only fair, however, to state that the whole of 


‘ 


the share capital of £2,750,000 participates iu the dividend on the 
present occasion. The gross profits amounted to £454,304 ав com- 

ared with £485,025 in the previous year, and the net profits to 
£324,149 as against £353,095. The company's report states that 
the stagnation in trade and industry hag brought about a diminution 
in the working results, although the volume of work turned out 
has been greater. The many branches of activity of the under- 
taking afford a certain compensation to tlie change in the industrial 
aituation, and the company has found it useful to have considered 
the promotion of enterprises аз & matter of secondary importance. 
An increase in competition has been experienced in the company's 
departments, with the result that prices bave declined, and American 
rivalry bas become noticeable in regard to the specially low prices 
at which railway motors have been offered. The report refers to 
the completion of the Berlin elevated and underground railway, 


the experiments being made in Berlin and Vienna in the direction 
of the electrical operation of main lines of railway, and the high 


, 


speed tests on the military railway between Marienfeld and Zossen, 


and it also mentions that important contracts have been entered 
into for the construction of conduit electric tramways in the capital. 
A company һа» been formed in conjunction with Prof. Braun for 
the exploitation of the latter's system of wireless telegrapby, whilst 
a Hanseatic Siemens & Halske Company has been constituted at 
Hamburg for the purpose of electrical contracts in connection with 
the Navy and the merchant marine. The calle works have found 
full employment during the year, and an iudia-rubber factory has 
now been established in the Westend, near Berlin. The balance- 
sheet shows that the permanent investments of the company bave 
increased from £449,000 to £567,000, these being mainly composed 
of shares in Messrs. Siemens Bros., of London, and the Russian 


. Siemens & Halske Company. 


The directors of the Lahmeyer Company, of Frankfort-on-Maine, 


are taking а step which will doubtless have an important effect upon 
the future operations of the compan y, Which, it may be remembered, 
has, as its trust, the German Company for Blectrical Enterprises. It 


was thought advisable, a few months ago, to consider the question 
of exchanging shares in the parent concern for those of its offspring 
in the proportion of two of the former for three of the latter, and а 
scheme on this basis was carried through in January by increasing 
the share capital of the Lahmeyer Company from £500,000 to 
£1,000,000, the new shares being issued to the holders of the 
ordinary capital in the German Company. This transaction has, 
however, left out of consideration the 44 per cent. loan of the 
German Company, amounting to £500,000, and redeemable in 1939 
at 103 per cent. These bonds, in the event of the latter being 
liquidated before that year have to be redeemed immediately. 

is now proposed to amalgamate the two companies, and in order to 
obviate the necessity for paying off the obligations at once the 
holders have been asked to accept in exchange bonds of a similar 
nature in the Lahmeyer Со. The latter bas a loan debt of £300,000, 
of which £200,000 is in 4 per cent. bonds, and £100,000 in 44 pet 
cent. bonds redeemable at 103 per cent. As the holders of practi- 
cally all the obligations in the German company have consented to 
the exchange, the success of the amalgamation is assured, and in 
this manner the first electrical trust in the Fatherland will pass into 
oblivion by absorption. 

The operations of the Schuckert Company, of Nuremberg, 
especially in relation to the projected realisation of investments in 
other undertakings, continue to occupy considerable attention in 
Germany. It appears from an official statement that the loss on the 
sale of the company's interest in the Bosnian Electricity Company, 
of Jaice, amounts to £25,000, and that the company DOW only has a 
claim against it on current account of £63,350, but this has been 
guaranteed by the gyndicate which has taken over the Jaice works. 
Having thus settled this matter, the company, in conjunction with 
iig trust, the Continental Company for Electrical Enterprises, of 
Nuremberg, bas turned its attention to the Socicta Lombarda per 
Distribuzione di Energia Elettrica, of Milan, whose generating 
station at Vizzola was recently described as the largest electricity 
works in Europe where water power 18 used, and which has a 
primary 11,000-volt network nearly 75 miles long. This enter- 
prise is said to possess excellent prospects, but the Schuckert and 
the Continental companies have found it necessary to dispose of 
their holdings in it, and it is reported that the shares have been 
sold to an Italian syndicate at а slight premium for the sum of 
£240,000. Whilst referring to Italy, a remarkable case which has 
just been decided at Florence ig worthy of mention. In this 


it to pay the damages incurred by the gas company, whilst the judg- 
ment of the Court also absolves the local authorities from ару 
responsibility for the concession granted to the electric lightiug 
company. It is possible that the case may be taken to the Court of 
Appeal on the latter point, but it is considered that the ргсвресів of 
success are remote. At any rate, the Nuremberg company 18 
reported to have already written down the value of its holding in 
the Florence concern in order to meet the circumstances of the саве. 


It is stated further that the company 18 endeavouring to transfer the 


Stuttgart electricity works to the town authorities at an earlier 
date than is provided for under its agreement, and to realise its 
shares in the Austrian Schuckert Company, but the latter rumour 
has now been contradicted. With regard to the proposed соп!- 
munity of interests witn the Allyemeine Company, of Berlin, it 
does not appear that any progress has been made. The latter 
regards the manufacturing pranch of the Schuckert Company with 
favour, but it does not welcome its promotion risks, and the com- 
plications with the Continental Company. 

The proceedings in connection with the Kummer Electricity 
Works Company, of Dresden, the failure of which took place last 
June in connection with the Dresden Credit Anstalt, continue to 
occupy attention, and everything is being done to realise the 
assets. Dr. Mittasch, the liquidator of the company, states that 

reference claims have been lodged amounting to £22,330, of 
which £9,5(0 bas been allowed, whilst other claims bave becn pre- 
sented to the extent of £1,150,000, of which £541,000 is disputed. 
In addition to these there are the deticiencics arising from the issucs 
of bonds of £200,000, aud other mortgages reach £26,276. It is 
expected that the estate will realise about £150,000, of which 
£81,000 is already in hand, and creditors are being asked to abstain 
from legal actions and to enter into friendly negotiations. It will 
be obvious that there will not be much to divide among the mort- 
gage and bondholders as & result of this heavy failure. It is a 


remarkable fact that an issue of 5 per cent. obligations of £125,600 


took place about six months previous to the crash, and the holders 
of these are not unnaturally vex2d at having been induced to invest 
money in a concern which at that time could not have been 
solvent. 

The Watt Accumulator Company, of Berlin, which has 4 capital 
of £75,000, has а disastrous record, and even the chairmau of the 
concern has been conipelled to admit tbat too optimistic а view has 
been taken of the situation. During the past financial year & loss 
of over £30,000 has been incurred, and the total deticit has thereby 
been increased to £62,500. The anticipations which were entcr- 
tained respecting the accumulator cars on the Berlin—Charlotten- 
burg tramway have not been fulfilled, but the unremunerative соп- 
tract with the tramway company for the maintenance of the bat- 
teries bas now been terminated. Other losses have resulted from 
the Kummer failure at Dresden, ard the effect has been to prevent 
aby repeat orders being given by the Wurtemberg State Railwsy 
authorities for batteries for use in the experiments in connection 
with the working of main line passenger cars On these lines. On 
the other hand, the dry cells which are being used for passenger 
boats arc proving satisfactory, and plenty of orders have been 
received for the new machinc construction department. The com- 
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y, which fally appreciates the fact that the maintenance of 
tteries for street cars involves large expenses, has now decided 
upon a scheme of reorganisation whereby the existing capital will 
be written down to £12,500, and a further call made upon the share- 
holders to provide £37,500. The proposal will, however, not be 
carried into effect unless the subscriptions amount to £30,000. 

The German Company for Electrical Enterprises, whicb, as 
already mentioned, is now being amalgamated with the Lahmeyer 
Company, of Franfort-on-Maine, has tardily issued its report for the 
financial year 1900-1901. It shows a gross profit of £78,195 as 
compared with £61,118 in the preceding year, and a net profit of 
only £25,620 as against £57,556. The large diminution in the net 
profit is due to the payment for the first time of interest on the 
£435,000 44 per cent. obligations issued in the previous year and 
the writing down of investments in consequence of the deprecia- 
tion of these securities. The ultimate result is a proposal to pay a 
dividend at the rate of 3 percent. on a capital of £750,000 as com- 
pared with 64 per cent. on £690,000 in the previous year. 

The Electric Light and Power Investment Company (Elektrische 
Licht und Kraft Anlagen A.G.), of Berlin, which bas a paid-up 
capital of £937,500 out of a nominal capital of £1,500,000, 
has increased its profits during the past year by the 
disposal of some of its holdings at remunerative prices. As 
a result, the gross profits, arising from interest, securities, and 
syndicate business and commissions, amount to £90,540 as compared 
with £79,830 in the previous year. The interest on the 44 per cent. 
loan of £500,000 having now become fully payable, the net result is 
a profit of £61,195, out of which adividend of 5 per cent. is to be 
paid as against 54 per cent. last year. Among the investments dis- 
posed of at a profit during the year the company refers to the sale 
of the shares which it held in Messrs. Siemens Bros & Co. 

The Siemens Electrical Operation Company (Elektrische 
Betriebe), of Berlin, was formed two years ago, mainly for the pur- 
pose of taking over and continuing central stations and tramways 
established by the Siemens & Halske Company. It has a capital of 


£250,000, and has raised a 44 per cent. loan of £250,000. During - 


the past year the net profits have allowed of the payment of a 
dividend at the rate of 5 per cent., as in the previous year. Besides 
German works the company is interested in Italian central stations 
or tramways at Pisa, Perugia, and Alessandrina. | 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
(MANCHESTER SECTION). 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIGH TENSION CENTRAL 
STATION SWITCHGEARS. 


By HENRY W. СготнтЕв, A. M. I. C. E., A.M.I.E.E. 
- (Paper read February 1st, 1902.) 


(Continued from page 375.) 


SwrrTCH-GQBAR WITHOUT Backs. 


Wall Surface.—Fig. 10 illustrates the type of switch-gear con- 
structed at Deptford in 1888, the first station in this country where 
power transmission on a commercial scale wasattempted. Although 
in designing this station for 10,000 volts Mr. Ferranti was at least 
10 years before the times, yet the switch-gear then installed has 
certain advantages not to be found in many of the modern designs. 

It will be seen from the drawing that the general idea was to 
support the extra high-tension conductors on porcelain or ebonite 
insulators mounted directly on the surface of one of the walls of 
the station. Thus all connections were visible and easily traced by 
а person standing on the platform. To prevent arcing betwcen 
adjacent conductors a liberal area of wall was occupied, and slate 
or marble partitions were set here and there in the wall at places 
where the clearances dividing parts of different potential werc 
limited. Each panel can be isolated from the main inner bus ber 
by the removal of a plug with the aid of a long insulated hook. 
The main switches are of a long spring-break type, tbe machines 
being entirely controlled by levers mounted on the platform. Thus, 
although tbe operator bas always a clear view of all his connections, 
yet they are so far out of his reach that he cannot make accidental 
contact with them in the ordinary course of his duties. 

Pillar Type.—This type also deserves a place in the front rank of 
English designs, the best known being that designed by Mr. 
Raworth many years sgo and constructed by tbe Brush Company. 
There was one complete unit of switches, instruments, &c., for each 
generating plant, enclosed in a pillar as shown in fig. 11. The 
illustration in question represents a view of a dynamo pillar with 
water-break switch at the top controlled by a handle protruding 
from tbe front at а lower level. The merits of the design, how- 
ever, have поё been confirmed in actual practice. In fact, as 
stations grew in size the system appears to have been found incon- 
venient, and costly, with the result tbat the pillar type has become 
almost obsolete in England. 

Hinged Panel.—This ingenious construction, invented by Mr. 
Cowan, consists of an arrangement by which the vertical panels 
supporting the high-tension switches, instruments and fuses, can be 
hinged from the bottom. The’ operation 'of! unhipnging disconnects 


the entire panel from the bus bars and affords ready access to the 
connections. This type, though very serviceable for small units, 
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becomes difficult in construction when larger units are to be con- 
trolled, but fig. 12 shows the method applied to meet the require- 
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ments of larger units by mounting the switch solidly at the top. 
The hinged panel below contains the other fittings. It is evident 
from the illustration (fig. 12) that, although there is still an interval 
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between the flat panel and the wall, this space is so reduced that 
there is no chance, even if there were the necessity, for anyone to 


go behind. 
(To be continued.) 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


XCIIL—HECKMONDWIKE EXTENSION PLANT. 


SUMMARY. 


Extent of Contract.—Supply of plant under seven sections:—(o) 
Steam, water and exhaust piping; (ö) 150-kw. steam traction 
generator; (c) Storage battery and reversible booster; (d) Traction 
switchboard ; (e) Condenser and oil extractor; (f) Water cooling 
tower; (g) Underground work and cables. 

Arrangement of Pipes.—All to be in accordance with plan accom- 
panying specification, steel main steam pipes, wrought-iron 
subsidiary steam pipes, cast-iron exhaust pipes, and cast-iron water 
pipes. 

Feed Water Filler.—To be of Rankine or other approved type 
suitable for insertion in the path of a 24 in. feed water main. 

Type of Engine.—To be of the vertical compound enclosed bigh 


speed type suitable for working condensing or non-condensing at all 


loads without alteration of valves. 

Working Pressure.—160 lbs. per sq. in. 

Speed.—Not to exceed 460 revolutions per minute. 

Emergency Load.—19*0 Kw. for two hours. 

Governor.—'To be of the automatic expansion type, adjustable by 
hand whilst running. Governor to be capable of controlling the 
engine speed within 2 per cent. between no load and full load, and 
to keep the momentary variation when full load is removed within 
5 per cent. 

Type of Dynamo.—To be of multipolar type, direct coupled to 
engine, shunt wound with resistance suitable for varying voltage 
at constant speed between 460 and 530 volts. 

Commutator.—To be arranged to give 1 in. radial depth of 
wearing surface, and arranged so as to permit of sparkless running 
between no load and 25 per cent. overload. 

Permissible Temperature Rise. Not to exceed 60° F. after віх 
hours’ гоп at full load. If it exceeds 70° F., the machine may, at 
the option of the engineer, be rejected. 

Permissible Current Density.—1,000 amperes per sq. in. in field 
magnet circuit, 1,500 amperes per £q. in. in armature circuit. 


Steam Consuniption.— Not to exceed 32 lbs. per kw.-hour at full 
load when working non-condensing supplied with steam at 160 lbs. 
реше. Guarantees at three-quarter and half load to be given in 
tender. | 

Storage Battery.—To consist of 240 cells, each cell to be capable 
of maintaining a discharge at the rate of 200 amperes for one bour 
without injury, the pressure at end of discharge not being less than 
1°85 volts per cell. | 

Reversible Booster.—A reversible booster of the “ Highfield” 
type to be provided, with a normal capacity of 100 amperes, 
consisting of three machines mounted on one bedplate. To be 
capable of dealing with 50 per cent. overload for half-an-hour, or 
100 per cent. overload momentarily. | 

Switchboard.—Main traction switchboard suitable for use with 
cells and reversible booster, as per plan supplied with specification 
and detailed requirements. 

Cundenser.—To be of surface type, complete with air and circulat- 
іо pump of latest and most approved type, the combination to be 
suitable for dealing with 8,000 lbs. of exhaust steam per hour. 

Area of Condenser Cooling Surface.—Not to be less than 950 sq. ft. 

Oil Extractor —To be of latest and most approved type, capable 
of extracting the whole of the oil from the exhaust steam. To be 
of a type in successful use, and suitable for discharging the oil with- 
out breaking the vacuum. 

Co:ling Tower.—To be of forced-draught type, the fans being 
driven by. means of an electric motor for dealing with the water and 
with the above surface condenser. 

Underground Traction Feeders.—Lengths given in specification. - 
To be of approved type, lead-covered, laid in separate troughs in an 


approved manner. 


Specified Date of Completion.—Sixteen weeks from date of order. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—£2 per cent. per week, and, in 
addition, any damages claimed against the Council by the British 
Electric Traction Company for damages for non-fulfilment by 
Council of their engagement to supply current. 

Terms of Fayment.—80 per cent. of plant delivered or work 
executed on site. 10 per cent. three months after completion or 
date at which plant is put into beneficial use, and 10 per cent. at 
end of period of maintenance. 

Period of Maintenance.—Twelve months from date of completion. 

Stipulations as regards Removal of Foreman.—Satisfactory. 

Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to Workmen.—None. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Batisfactory. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.—March 15th, 1902. 


This specification has been issued by the resident engineer to the 
existing undertaking, Mr. George Н. Carter. The technical require- 
ments are clearly stated, and no attempt is made to unduly limit the 
responsibility of the contractor. Boiler power will be provided 
under another contract, the present set of specifications only making 
provision for the plant required from the boiler stop valve onward. 
It will be noted that a battery of accumulators is to be worked in 
conjunction with a reversible booster, and that this arrangement 
permite of a shunt wound dynamo being employed for traction work. 
The current from this new instalment of plant will be used for 
driving the electric tramcar system running through the town, 
owned by the British Electric Traction Company. 

It should be noted that the work in all sections is required 
within 16 weeks of date of order, and that not only a penalty 
of 2 per cent. per week is demanded for late delivery, but in 
addition the defaulting contractor із to be liable for any penalties 
which the Council may have to pay to the British Electric Traction 
Company under the agreement they have with them. We 
consider that in demanding not only penalty, but in addition 
damages, the Council are exceeding their powers, and in any case 
we strongly advise all contractors to enter a strong protest against 
this dual liability. Webave on many occasions stated our devided 
opinion that the maximum penalty which can fairly be demanded 
fur late delivery is 1 per cent. of contract sum per weck, and this 
view is in harmony with the decision arrived at on the subject at 
the conference of representatives of the Municipal Electrical Asso- 
ciation and the Electrical Plant Manufacturers’ Association. It 
would, therefore, be advisable for tenderers to offer to submit to 
this penalty and decline to be responsible for avy possible con- 
sequential damages which the tramways company may claim from 
the Council. | 

The arbitration clause is unlimited, and drafted ia accordance 
with the requirements of the model clause, the terms of payment are 
satisfactory, and the remaining clauses are such that they may be 
accepted without fear. 

We note that though the advertisem cnt demands a deposit of £2 2s. 
before a copy of the specification is sent, this sum being as usual 
returnable on receipt of a bond fide tender, anotber copy of the speci- 
fication may be obtained by the tenderer for his own use by a 
farther pay ment of 10s. 6d. This plan might well be followed, for 
in many са-сз it is a real convenience t» the tenderer to have the 
specifications in duplicate, and to be able to retain one for reference 
when the tender is sent in. 


Ilkley.—A large number of ratepayers have presented a 
petition to the D.C. praying for the installation of the electric 
light. The Council desires to arrange for obtaining a supply of 
electricity in bulk from the Yorkshire Electric Power Company. 


_ | 
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS TELEPHONES. 


Ox the 6th inst. the adjourned Local Government Board inquiry 
into the application by the Corporation of Tunbridge Wells fora 
further loan for telephone purposes was continued. There were 
the same legal gentlemen present as on the last occasion as well as 
а fairly large number of burgesses and members of the Town 
Council. | 

Mr. Bennett's cross-examination was continued by Mr. Elvy 
Robb. 

You show your full capacity of plant as revenue earning ?— That 
is во, but there will be a proportion of spare lines. 

How can you have spares, and yet estimate all the plant as revenue 
earning ?—I said there would be spares. 

Are these spares in addition to the lines estimated for revenue? 
—There will be a proportion. 

How many ?—I cannot say. We cannot foresee everything. 

You know that this application is based on your report that 1,194 
lines are provided for £25,000 ?—There will be spare wires. | 

Do I understand you will have a fair proportion of spare wires 
without additional capital expenditure ?— There will be spare wircs. 

But what proportion ?—It is impossible to foresee. 

I must press you for an answer, as 25 per cent. is laid down as the 
proportion of spares in a properly equipped system ?—It depends 
on the development of the system. 

І am quoting statements that you have made at other places. 
What do you allow for unproductive lines?—Spare lines are not 
necessary. 

The Inspector: Answer the question. 


Mr. Robb: You recollect what you state in your Brighton report? | 


—No particular number has been provided. 

I a you where you provide it, and how many are provided ?—I 
cannot tell you how many. We have got spare wires. 

When the money is spent how many spare lines will you have? 
-—Icannot discriminate. ` Ё 

Are they, or are they not, included in the estimate? Some of 
them are. 

How many ?—I cannot commit myself to a definite number. 

But you are the engineer who laid out the scheme; surely you 
know the proportion of spares you provide as necessary? You can- 
not foresee. 

But this question goes to {he root of the accuracy of your esti- 
mates ?—I do not see it. 

Will you tell me any telephone system which has less than 25 
per cent. of spare wires ?—1 am told Cardiff. They cannot execute 
orders because they have not spare wires. 

Then I suppose уол cannot execute orders in Tunbridge Wells if 
you have displayed the same neglect ?—There is a limit. 

But you know what а well-equipped system should have, and I 
asked you again how шапу spare lines will you have? I cannot 
вау. 
Do you recollect the evidence of Mr. Webb at the Glasgow 
Inquiry ?—Oh! Не is an American. 

Do you suggest that is to his detriment ?—(No reply). 

He is a fellow Member of the Institute of Engineers, although 
you called him a Tammany man ?—I must protest; I did not say во. 

What did you mean then by the statement you made at the last 
inquiry about Mr. Webb and Tammany ?—(No reply). 

If all the lines are put down as earning revenue, how are the 
врате lines provided ?—There will be spares. 

Are they provided in the 1,148 lines you have estimated for, or 
are they not ?—They are not. 

I have got at that at last. The whole estimate turns on whcther 
spare lines, which Mr. Bennett calls unproductive, are reckoned as 
revenue earning or not. Do you admit they are reckoned in revenue? 
— Some of them are. 

How can you claim them as revenue earning and as spare lines at 
the same time ?—We shall take out the spares afterwards. 

What is your proportion of spare in the 1,148 lines you estimate ? 
It is impossible to say. 

How many lines above the 1,148 do you provide for £25,000, so 
as to get your proportion of spares ?—I will not p'edge myself any 
number. I will pledge myself to some. 

How many ?—(No reply). 

The Inspector: Cannot you give some approximate idea ? 

Mr. Robb: You are the consulting engineer who bas worked all 
this out. 

Witness: There may be 40 or 50. 

That is a small proportion. How many have you estimated in 
the 1,148 lines ?—I decline to commit myself. 

I thought so. I suggest that you have provided no spares and are 
estimating revenue on the whole ?—That is not so. 

But I bave asked you repeatedly to show the contrary. Now on 
the question of maintenance, you told the inspector that you never 
recommended a weekly inspection of instruments ?—Not at Tun- 
bridge Wells. 

You say once in three months at Tunbridge Wells, but do you 
recollect giving quite different evidence at Glasgow ?— That was 
different. 

You recommended once a week, and not once in three months at 
Glasgow ?—1 was speaking of the N.T.C. system. 

Of course you distinguish between a virtuous corporation and a 
wicked company, but how do you reconcile the two statements ?— 
1 have previously explained. 

It depends whether you are giving evidence with regard to your 
own plant or somebody else's ?—] do not вау that. 

I am going to quote the words of a great expert: “It is the con- 
etant tendency towards expansion displayed by all telephone 


systems which renders it necessary to provide in the estimates fot 
so many partially completed lines. The capital invested in these 
is for a time buried and unproductive, while the interest and: other 
charges upon it have to be borne by the earnings of the completed 
lines. But, on the other hand, it would be impolitic to lay lines 
sufficient only for immediate needs. If that were done, customers 
joining later on could only be provided for by opening the streets 
afresh at much additional cost and inconvenience, and by replacing 
small poles by larger ones. : 

“ Although the spare lines constitute a burden at firat, they also 
form a reserve of earning power, which has a marked influence for 
good on the net revenue as soon as they come to be occupied." 

Mr. Cripps: What are you quoting from ?. 

Mr. Robb: I am quoting from Mr. Bennett himself against him- 
self. 

Do you recollect your evidence at Glasgow about the defects of an 
overhead system like we have in Tunbridge Wells, and atmospheric 
disturbances ?—There is not much effect from atmospheric disturb- 
ances. 

How do you reconcile the two statements? Atmospheric distarb- 
ances have not much effect. 

That is not what you said in your Glasgow evidence? —1 say so 
now. 

How do you reconcile it ?—It does not require to be reconciled. 

And you have not made provision for damage ?—No. 

Notwithstanding your evidence at Glasgow ?— There is not often 
а serious atmospheric disturbance. 

As to telephone instrumente, you say that £2,316 is sufficient to 
provide 1,194 instruments ?—That is во. 

That is less than £2 a-piece ?—— 

Mr. Bennett consulted with Mr. Gardner, the late local manager, 
before answering the question, and explained that he based bis 
previous reply on there being extra instruments in stock. 

Then your estimate is not correct; you must add to it? (No 
reply.) . 

if you have not allowed sufficient, you must amend your applica- 
tion to the Local Government Board ? —I suppose so. 

I suppose you will agree that £2 is not sufficient to allow for each 


. instrument. You cannot get a good one under £2 10s. 


Mr. Cripps (interposing): I can explain how the mistake has arisen. 
The accountant tells me that there will be money in hand to pay for 
the instruments required. 

Mr. Robb: For which your estimate is insufficient. That brings 
me to my point that £2 apiece is not enough to allow. 

Witness: £2 10s. is the propcr price. 

Then your estimate is inaccurate ?—There must be an oversight in 
connection with it. 

Mr. Cripps: We will make an application to the Local Govern- 
ment Board to increase the loan. It is a small matter. 

Mr. Robb: On your own figures it makes a discrepancy of over 
£500 on-this item alone. 

Tbe Inspector: Will you make the application to amend the loan 
now? 

Mr. Cripps (after consulting the accountant): We may avoid that 
by taking the amount out of contingencies. 

Mr. Robb: You cannot charge much to the contingency fund, 
which is not very large for all the demands upon it. 

Then as to the item for batteries; you have a very small allow- 
ance ?—We only use one cell. 

I suggest that two cells are, in expert opinion, necessary for 
trunk lines ?—I do not admit that. 

If you cannot tell me, who can? Am I to ask the borough 
accountant ?—(No reply.) 

Now as to the switchboard. You only allow £927 for 1,194 
lines ?— When you have so much to fall back on you do not estimate 
closely. 

Do you eny that £927 is sufficient for a switchboard for 1,194 ?— 
Yes, in addition to the expenditure already incurred. 

The Inspector: The estimate there appears to be exceeded by 
£237. 

You estimate less than £1 per head. A proper switchboard 
cannot be provided on such an estimate ?—For a small switch- 
board it is enough. 

But how are you going to connect up 1,148 lines within your 
estimate ?—We have not reached that number yet. 

But your estimate contemplates that number. And the more 
you have the more thc cost goes up ?—After it attains considerable 
dimensions. 

The Inspector: Do you adhere to your original estimate ? 

Mr. Bennctt: It may be a point to be considered. 

Mr. Robb: I am much obliged to the Inspector for getting an 
answer for me; I find it difficult. Now you said last time that 
when you get 600 subscribers the switchboard must be replaced by 
a multiple one ?— Yes. 

Have you made provision for that?—No, we do not expect to 
exceed that number. 

But in estimating revenue you do exceed that number. Is it a 
fair estimate to credit yourself with the largest amount of incorre, 
and estimate your expenditure on a smaller number of revenue 
earning lines ?—I am not doing that. 

Then how do you manage your 1,148 lines without a multiple 
switchboard ?—It із not necessary at the present time. | 

The multiple switchboard is the most efficient ?— There is an 
American one which might be preferred. 

Then you make no provision for the switchboard necessary when 
you exceed 600 ?— Under this estimate I do not contemplate it. 

The National Company have 600 subscribers here, and as they 
have a multiple switchboard you are at a disadvantage in efficiency ? 
—I do not know that they have a multiple switchboard; I am 
not sure. 


- mes 
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Mr. Robb: What I want to know is if the system which has the 
multiple switchboard has not the best service for efficiency and 
secrecy ?— You are holding up as a working model—— 

The Inspector: Answer the question. 

If the National have the multiple switchboard and you have 
not, they have the most efficient service?—I can make it as 
efficient. 

You have not provided for that expenditure in your estimatcs, 
and experte say you ought to have a multiple switchboard here at 
the present time ?—I do not admit it. 

Is it a fact that under your system a good deal of talking is 
necessary between operators which does not occur in the automatic 
system of the National Company ?—One operator would have to 
speak to another. 

You have not got an automatic system like the National ?— Our 
system is sufficient for the present. 

But it suffers from drawbacks which would be removed if you 
had a multiple board ?—In America they are using a transfer system. 

But you contemplate having a multiple board ?—I qualify that 
by saying if it is necessary. | 

According to your evidence which I quoted, it is necessary now ? 
—We might have the transfer system. 

You recollect the report you presented to Brighton ?—I do not 
think we ought to go into that. 

Did you recommend a £5 5s. rate there ?—I think it was £5 103. 

Did the Brighton Corporation reject that ?—No. 

Is it not a fact that they were not satisfied with your estimates, 
aud they fixed a £7 rate as necessary to meet expenses ?—I never 
heard of it. 

Do you mean to say you do not know what has been done at 
Brighton on your report, or the correspondence on the insufficiency 
of your estimates ?—I am not aware of a £7 rate. 

What is the rate to be then? —' There was a question about the 
matter. 

Do you recollect your Eastbourne report better? You stated last 
time that copper was cheaper when you gave tbat report ?—I do not 
think so. 

You accounted for the difference in the figures by saying that 
copper was cheaper, but comparing the dates of the reports the 
reverse was the case? — I will not be positive on the point. 

If you cannot explain the difierence in your estimates on the price 
of copper, what do you attribute it to?—(No reply.) 

Mr. Cripps: That has all been gone into, and it docs not affect 
this inquiry. 

Mr. Robb: I have quite enough difficulty in getting answers from 
Mr. Bennett without my friend interfering. 

The Inspector: We cannot go into the estimates for Eastbourne 
and other towns. | 

Mr. Robb: I submit that it is necessary to show the sort of 
estimate on which the Local Government Board аге neked to grant 
this loan. It is important that these points should be cleared up 
and the scheme put on а satisfactory basis. I will pass on to the 
question of depreciation. 

Mr. Cripps: That is a matter оп which there is a difference of 
opinion. 

Mr. Robb: You say that the sinking fund does away with the 
necessity of a depreciation fand ?—No I do not say that. 

But here is your Eastbourne report ?—-My views on that point 
have changed. 

Do you now suggest the sinking fund is sufficient? —No. 

What do you mean then? — A depreciation fund 
necessary. 

Why not?—Because I allow for repairs, and in 25 years the 
capital will be paid off, aud the system belong to the Corporation. 

There will be no depreciation to be allowed for in 25 years ?— 
There will be repairs. 

The Inspector: But how do you provide against the 
becoming antiquated if you bave no depreciation fund? 
years much may become obsolete. 

Mr. Robb: That is what I am trying to get out of Mr. Bennett. 

Mr. Bennett: These changes are merely tbeoretical. In Tun- 
bridge Wells we shall have our profits to fall back upon. I do not 
advise that profits should be spent in relieving the local rates | 

Mr. Robb: You say the sinking fund is sufficient, and you do not 
want a depreciation fund? It is no longer necessary. 

But the sinking fund is to relieve the ratepayers of debt, ғо that 
new liabilities which come along may be met?—'That is where I 
am converted to new views. I set aside the profits for eventu- 
alities. 

But you do not contemplate a profit ?—If there is, so much the 
better for the ratepayers. 

You said that the question of renewals is more theorctical than 
practical. The telephone business has only been in existence about 
20 years, and during that time the National Company has renewed 
its plant three times ?—I cannot say. 

Can you tell me апу exchange using the same plant for over 20 
years ?—I saw some at Aberdeen that was in use 20 years ago. 

Yes, but what kind of plant? Was it the same switchboard as 
20 years ago ? —I do not say that. 

But where you have strong competition, and everything depends 
on efficiency, you cannot reckon on working with old plant ?—The 
National Telephone Company move their old plant where there is 
no competition. 

That does not help уоп. Howare you going to keep up with the 
new plant which the National Telephone Company introduce ?— 
'That is to be seen. 

Where you bave competition the amount of depreciation will be 
increased? No. 

But you must be up-to-date ?— Yes. 

You can only do this by keeping pace with the National Tele- 


plant 
In 25 


is not 


phone Company, and these allowances will seriously affect the 
financial outcome of your estimates ?—1 do not trouble about what 
the National Company do. 

Can you give me an instance of a switchboard in use 20 years old ? 
—No, J cannot. 

Fifteen years ?—No. 
Do you know a switchboard 12 years old ?—1 am not conversant 
with the National Company's exchanges. 

Is not the central battery system being largely introduced now ? 
—It is; but I should not make use of it. 

But you admit there are experts foolish enough to think dif- 
ferently from you. You do not make any allowance for renewals 


' continually necessary in эп up-to-date system ?— There are modifi- 


cations, of course. 

To quote your own words, there is no standing-still in telephony ? 
—We endeavour to prevent that. | 

There ів а good deal not provided for in this £25,000 ?— There 
must be finality. 

You said there was no finality in telephony ?—No ; but there 
must be in the application to the IJ.ocal Government Board for the 
time being. " 

Is it not a peculiarity of the telephone business that nothing is 
final ? 

Mr. Cripps: We cannot help that. 

How many branch switch rooms do you provide for £100 in your 
estimates ?—15 or 16. 

That works out at only 3s rent each ?—We should arrange to 
have rooms in cottages. 

Cottages are not large enough for switch rooms, as well as 
families. What rent do you pay here ?—The local manager will 
tell you. 

Have you got any as low as 3s. per week?—I believe so. We 
have a special arrangement. 

The Inspector: I take it that the object of the cross-examination 
is to show that the undertaking is not a paying concern. 

Mr. Robb: My friend, Mr. Cripps, put in a profit and loss state- 
ment, which is only an estimate based on Mr. Bennett's unreliable 
estimate. There are a number of insulators in this town of one 
pattern ?— Yes. 

The Bennett pattern? — Yes. 

Are they suitable for terminals -es. 

Have not a number of arms been pulled over by the excessive 
strain on the terminals ?—Yes; a good deal of the work was done 
by contract in a hurry, and in a way we had to coinplain of. 

How do you provide for work which has to be overhauled ? —It 
comes under the heading of repairs. 

Mr. Cripps: My friend was the solicitor for the contractor. 

Mr. Robb: I, like Mr. Cripps, act in various capacities. Now as 
to maintenance, do you still say a man and a boy are sufficient for 
inspection ?— Yes. 

We have heard a great deal abont Guernsey. Do you know the 
area there is 24 miles against 120 in Tuubridge Wells ?—Yes. 

Do you still say your comparison cf the Guernsey area to the 
Tunbridge Wells oue was a fair comparison ?— There are more rail- 
way facilities here to coun‘erbalance the area. 

But a number of villases on your system have no railway com- 
munication. 

Mr. Cripps: We have bicycles. 

Mi. Robb: They are not in the estimates. 

Mr. Bennett: It may be necessary to put another man on. 

Then you revise your estimate in that respect ?— We have just 
got candidates for the post of manager, consisting of men of long 
experience in the N.T.C., and we took the opportunity of their 
exndidature to question them as to what the National Company did, 
and I am satisfied from their answers that 

Mr. Robb: Thatis only hearsay. We are dealing with estimates. 
In a scattered arca like this, is it fair to expect one man to attend to 
more tbat 250 instruments ?—We can get more men if we wanted 
them. 

The Inspector: Do you provide for that in your capital ? 

Mr. Bennett: It is a percentage calculation. 

Mr. Robb: There are a number of things like this included in a 
percentage calculation, instead of a detailed estimate. Such а calcu- 
lation is not reliable. 

The Inspector: If you have cheap work, the percentage must be 
increased. 

Mr. Robb: What provision is made for bad debts ?—I do not 
find it necessary. 

The Inspector: I thought they paid in advance. 

Mr. Cripps: Except the toll subscribers. 

Mr. Robb: Then canvassing and collecting ?—The canvasser is 
paid by results, and the subscribers pay themselves at the Town 
Hall. 

You have only received 50 per cent. of your estimated receipts жо 
far; then there is no allowance for engineer’s fees?— They are 
cbarged to capital. 

But will no further assistance be required from the consulting 
er gincer ?- I am always at hand. 

I assume you would not come down here for nothing. What 
provision is made for tbese contingencies ? 

Mr. Cripps: Mr. Bennett would only be called in if there were 
an emergency. 

Mr. Robb: Do you suggest tbat this competition is beneficial for 
the general body of the ratepayers ?—1 think so. 

As about 160 people have to subscribe to both systems, it is no 
benefit to them ?—They have the benefit of the cheaper rates of 
the National Company. 

Having to use two systems means a good deal of trouble and 
confusion, as well as expense.—If one system breaks down, they 
have the other to fall back on. 
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Do you believe in a cut-throat competition, and cutting working 
arrangements down to the barest minimum ? 

Mr. Cripps: The National Company started the reduction of 
rates—not the Corporation. 

Mr. Bennett: I do not bother myself what the other side do. 
I “do well, doubt not.” | 

Mr. Cripps (to the Inspector): That is the borough motto. 

Mr. Robb: You emblazon that on your instruments, with that 
inscription, in Swedish, of foreign makers. Do you think it fair 
for the Town Council to boycott ratepayers who find the National 
telephone suits their business best ? Ought ratepayers to be cut off 
from the police and fire brigade ? 

Mr. Cripps: That is not a question for the engineer. It is purely 
& question of policy. The Corporation take every advantage to push 
their business, and by refusing to let residents who subscribe to the 
National Company have communication with the police, we get 
200 more subscribers. | 

Mr. Robb: Is not the policy of the Corporation opposed to the 
policy of the Government, and of the General Post Office, who 
believe co-operation the most efticient system in the public interest ? 
—(No reply.) 

VUE that your fees and travelling expenses amount to £1,000 ? 
— Yes. 

Mr. Cripps: Those are charged on the ordinary scale :—Yes. 

Re-examined by Mr. Cripps: Thirty-two additional subscribers 
had been obtained since the last inquiry. When the system was 
started he did not imagice it would have such a phenomenal success. 
He provided a greater proportion of spare wires than 20 per cent. 
Glasgow started their exchange virtually at the same time as 
Tunbridge Wells, and Glasgow had had to make a similar appli- 
cation to the Secretary of State for Scotland to double the original 
application. Tbe success had been so great tbat the Telephone 
Committee got the Town Council to apply for another loan, which 
was granted last week. It would be necessary to remodel and 
extend the present switchboard in 10 years’ time. Assuming that 
the undertaking did not increase, it would not be necessary to alter 
or change the existing plant. The necessity for substituting 
improved plant would arise, if the uudertaking went on prospering. 
At the endof 25 years the whole value of the plant would not be 
exhausted. Cables constituted £7,000 out of the £25,000, but at 
the end of 25 years they would not have depreciated to any 
appreciable extent. The cables would then be suitable for the 
purpose of the Post Office, if they purchased the system. 

Mr. Robb claimed the Inspector's indulgence to ask one question. 
It was on the estima'e of expenditure in the surrounding districts. 
Mr. Bennett provided for 55 subscribers, which were all that were 
immediately provided for, although there were junction wires. The 
immediate cost per subscriber was £48 per line, which was far in 
excess of the original estimate. 

Mr. Bennett: Something like that, including junctions. 


(To be concluded.) 


CABLES FOR THE EMPIRE. 


THERE is а certain measure of thanks due to the members 
of the Inter- Departmental Committee on Cable Communica- 
tions which was appointed in November, 1900, for having 
at last decided to publish their first report, which was issued 
on 20th of last month. The fact that this report had been 
completed and signed six months before it was presented to 
Parliament in no way detracts from its value, as these six 
months seem to have been devoted to enlightening the 
individual Departments, and others closely connected, on 
the points which a joint consideration of outside evidence 
had taught these Departments asa whole. In this interim 
report the Committee write :—‘ We have learnt with much 
surprise," &c. That which calls forth this expression, which 
has the air of being even a rebuke, is only the discovery of a 
condition of things with which at least one of the Depart- 
ments represented must, or should, have been perfectly 
familiar ever since the year 1878, and which, therefore, an 
Inter-Departmental Committee should not have becn expected 
to look on with any amazement. 

-We have frequently, and for many years back, pointed 
out in our columns the necessity which existed for a revisal 
of the existing system of submarine telegraphs. This we 
have done as thoroughly, and insisted on as strongly, as the 
conditions would permit of. Мапу of the agrcements, cross- 
agrcements, &c., which have at lust been exumincd into, and 
which we hore will shortly, in their completeness, come to 
the light of day in the final report of the Committee above 
referred to, have been a sealed bock to us and to the public, und 
we are pleased to reflect now, that, in some modest degree, the 
revelations which have ғо much surprised the Committee are 
due to such analyses of rates, accounts, &c., as from time 
to time we have been able to lay before our readers. "These 
—at any rate, so we are informed—have been largely 


the means of bringing into focus that force of public 
opinion, which, arising from the general dissatisfaction felt 
throughout Great Britain and the Colonies, has been 
80 frequently and generally expressed by Chambers of Com- 
merce and other influential bodies, culminating in the strongly 
supported protest made in Parliament by Sir Edward 
Sassoon and others during the past two years. 

It would be tedious to enter now into much detail; 
but a glance at the position as it stood some few years age 
and a recognition of the changes which have been brought 
about will not be out of place. 

Attention has frequently been called to the fact that the 
strategic value of the existing cable system is not at all what 
it should be, nor what the demands, sometimes extremely 
urgent, of our widely scattered Empire render necessary. It 
was pointed out by Sir Edward Sassoon in a comprehensive 
address which he delivered at the Fishmongers’ Hull two 
weeks ago, that :— 

It has required two wars to provide us with the main lines which 
now exist to the Cape! We have to thank the Zulu war, of more 
than 20 years ago, for the cable which, assisted by heavy subsidies 
from Government, was laid down the East Coast of Africa to 
Natal, and we have to thank the present war to а very great extent 
for the laying of the cable from England to Cape Town vid 
Madeira, St. Vincent, Ascension, and St. Helena, which was 
rendered necessary by the insufficiency of the cables in existence 
before the war broke out. Even these cables cannot be looked on 
as strategically perfect, as they both touch on foreiga territory, and 
to reach England have to pass through the shallow watcr at the 


mouth of the English Channel, the dangers attending which 
locality have been pointed out by Sir Charles Dilke. 


It might have been added that the cables to India have 
also to pass through Egypt, where once already we have had 
a lesson of how they can be cut in war time. 

In this address it is further pointed out that owing to the 
exceptional position in which some of the existing cable com- 
panies stand, by virtue of the large subsidies and favourable 
agreements which they have succeeded in obtaining from the 
Home and Colonial Governments, their position is practically 
unassailable by unaided private enterprise, and that therefore 
as а remedy a complete system of State-owned cables should 
be established, as private competition bas been put out of the 
question by the action of Government in the past. 

We make the following extract from the address above 
referred to :— 


To say nothing of the many other advantages which attach to 
cables belonging to the Government, we have the important fact 
that when such cables are also constructed by the State, the capital 
required can be raised at à low rate of interest; that the various. 
expenses connected with company promotion are done away with, 
ilso that the cable can be bought in tbe best and cheapest market, 
and be made of the best material, and in the best way; and further, 
that the Government will be spared the expenditure of the large 
suws which, as we have веер, are frequently paid away in subsidies, 
besides whicb, large dividends will nct have to be forthcoming. 
Beyond all this, it will be unnecessary to lay aside large sums to 
reserve, as is at present done by most of the companies, a reserve 
which they use as a war-chest with which to defy or crush com- 
petition; and lastly, the Government could also devote to the 
reduction of rates, the large sums which the companies at present 
expend out of earnings to exterd their systems of cables. 

These are the more direct and obvious advantages of State- 
ownership, but they are by no meats the most considerable. With 
the cable systems of the British possessions under Government 
control, the tariffs could be so regulated and so much reduced, that the 
lines will be thrown open to the use of multitudes of our fellow- 
subjects, to the undoubted advantage, commercially and socially, of 
all the individuals concerned, and thus these cables will become a 
guarantee for the solidarity of the Empire in securing tbe per- 
fection, as far as it is humanly possible, of this adjunct of defence 
and offence. 


It has been urged that one great advantage of private as 
opposed to State ownership of cables is that the companies 
act ав а buffer between the Governments interested, where 
cables touch on soil other than British, but that this argu- 
ment is a futility is proved by experience, as there are at 
present some 1,200 miles of cable which His Majesty's 
Government owns in common with the German, French, 
Dutch and Belgian Governments. 

As an example of the luck of foresight shown by the 
Governments when aiding the existing companics to fortify 
their positions, we take the following from the address with 
which we are dealing :— 

As the original cable laid (in 1871) from Java to Australia was 


not working satisfactorily, the Australian Governments, to procure 
the duplication of this faulty line, agreed (in 1879) to pay the 
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company concerned an annual sum of £32,400 pcr annum for 20 
years. Now this sum was sufficient —if the Governments interested 
had undertaken the work themselves, and borrowed the requisite 
capital at 34 per cent., to have furnished the interest on a loan, 
and also to have established a sinking fund to replace the original 
capital in 20 years, the capital being £160,500, which is some 
£285,500 more than the cost of the cable in question, so that the 
Governments practically paid nearly three times the price of the 
cable! Ihave taken the value of this cable at the rate per mile 
given by the same company, as the cost of their new Hong Kong- 
Labuan-Singapore cable. In the above figures we have not included 
the large am:unts to the credit of this cable from tr Жс earnings, 
after paying all working expenses. : 


From the above it will be seen that the necd for a more 
intelligent State intervention iu cable matters is а pressing 
one. 

'l'he reluctance which the telegraph companies display to 
reduce their charges to meet the claims of the public and 
the expansion of trade, when free from the healthy tonic of 
competition, has become proverbial. They have only sur- 
rendered under the greatest pressure of public opinion and 
the dread of the impending construction of the State-owned 
Pacific cable, "The reduction of the rate to India, which on 
Ше first of this month was fixed at 2s. 6d. per word, after 
having remained stationary at 4s. for the last 16 years, has 
only been brought about by the very strong recommenda- 
tions of the Inter- Departmental Committee. 

This reluctance to meet the growing requirements of the 
community is all the more inexplicable, when we find that 
in the past almost every reduction in rates has resulted in a 
largely increased revenue to the companies. 

Nir Edward Sassoon has formulated a scheme of State 
ownership in which much detail is given. This idea, which 
is, it appears, only put forward as a reasonable basis on 
which the matter may be discussed, contemplates the laying 
by the State of some 22,000 miles of cable, and the purchase 
of some 59,000 miles of cable already existing, assuming, in 
the case of these latter, a term of 30 years as being the life 
of a cable. The total expenditure to the State is estimated 
at about £88,000,000. That the above estimate is a reason- 
able one we gather to be the case from the remarks of the 


chairman of the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance 
Company, who а fortnight ago, when recommending to his 
company a dividend of 20 per cent. for the year, and a sum 
of £91,000 to be carried forward, said in reference to the 
above scheme, that the price suggested as that at which to 
purchase the cables of the companies was “а very high 
figure.” Sir К. б. W. Herbert should certainly be an 
authority on this subject, being not only the chairman of 
the company which makes and sells these cables, but also a 
director of one of the large purchasing companies. 

Should the companies not fall in with the views expressed 
as to purchase, there is, of course, nothing to prevent the 
State from establishing a complete network of cables quite 
independent of those which already exist. 


COMPARISON OF NERNST AND OTHER 
ELECTRIC LAMPS. 


` 


Tur Nernst lamp has now reached a state of development, 
both in this country [U.S.A.] and abroad, where it may be 
seriously compared as an efficient electrical illuminant with 
incandescent lamps and with high tension and low tension arcs. 
It is difficult in a comparison to ascertain which type of 
lamp under like conditions will give the most favourable 
results from the viewpoint of economy, on account of the 
comparatively large differences between the specific efficiencies 
of single lamps of the same type. 

In making comparative tests certain standards should be 
used, which should correspond with empirically determined 
mean values. Such a comparison is made by a writer in the 
Elektrotechnischer Anzeiger. He assumes that an incan- 
descent lamp averages 3:25 to 3°75 watts per effective 
spherical candle, an open arc lamp 1:50 to 2 watts, an 
enclosed arc lamp 2:40 to 2:50 watts and a Nernst lamp of 
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the larger type, 2°15 watts. The arc lamps are supposed to 
be of a medium or small type, with nearly transparent 
globes. In Table I. are given the. resulta of the investiga- 
tions of the writer and other authorities on arc lamps. 

Of importance in this table are the values of the specific 
consumption of power. The enclosed arc lamps had inner 
and outer globes of translucent glass. "The Hefner candle is 
used as the unit for the candle-power measurements. It is 
apparent from the table that the Nernst lamp, with a watt 
consumption of 2°15, ranges in consumption of power 
between the arc lamps of high potential (enclosed arc) and 
those of low potential. 

Considering in the case of arc lamps the consumption of 
carbons, the replacing of globes, repairs and cleaning ; in 
the case of Nernst lamps the replacing of glowers and the 
very small amount of repairs and maintenance, and in the 
cage of incandescent lamps, the renewal of lamps, the data in 
Table II. have been compiled. 

The depreciation and interest on the investment are 
figured together at 15 per cent. in the case of arc lights. 
The prices for carbons are average market values in Germany 
for the better grades.  'The cost of energy is taken at 
65 pfennigs (15:5 cents) per kilowatt-hour and labour at 
30 pfennigs (7:1 cents) per man per hour. The prices for 
the Nernst lamps and the reserve glowers are those of the 
Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, of Berlin. The pos- 
sible differences of the respective costs of installation, &c., 
have been neglected, ав too small factors. A life of 330 
hours is assumed for the Nernst lamps and 600 hours for 
the incandescents. 


ARMATURE INTERFERENCE AND BRUSH 
. POSITION. 


By H. M. HOBART. 
(Continued from page 331.) 


BACKWARD BRUSH LEAD IN GENERATORS. | 


All the preceding propositions have evident present com- 
mercial interest, and have been substantiated by actual 
experimental tests. The writer is convinced, however, that 
we have now so much more definite knowledge of the condi- 
tions relating to the general subject of reactance voltage, 
brush position, and commutation as to justify giving most 
serious consideration to a proposition which would, a few 
years ago, have been necessarily dismissed as pcssessing no 
prospect of commercial practicability. | 

It has already been demonstrated that the reactance 
voltage may be made so low as to permit of departing 
altogether from the principle of employing an impressed 
magnetic field to reverse the current in the short-circuited 
coil. This has been done in cages where the conditions are 
inherently less trying, ав in railway motors, where, as already 
described, the frequency decreases with the load, and in 
rotary converters, where the armature reaction is, at unity 
power-factor, practically absent. We should now go а step 
further, and, employing very low reactance voltage per 
segment, give the brushes a suitable negative lead, thus 
enabling the armature magncto-motive force to supply, wholly 
or in part, the desired compounding or over-compounding in 
proportion to the current output. With armatures of suffi- 


cient strength, estimated in terms of the armature ampere- ` 


turns per pole-piece, we may dispense altogether with the 
series winding on the magnet poles and derive the com- 
pounding from the armature current, certainly a very 
suitable method from the standpoint of the consideration 
that the required magneto-motive force is supplied in the 
armature winding itself, where we wish the increase to be 
proportional to the current output; and, furthermore, the 
method should lead to a very appreciable saving in copper 
and iron, since the series coils are dispenscd with. ard the 
magnet core may be proportiorately shorter. The СЕ 
losses in the series coils are also avoided. 

A machine most suitable for this purpose would, in the 
writer’s opinion, be characterised by an armature short 


axially (i. e., in the direction of the shaft) and of large 
diameter, with very many rather narrow segments and gene- 
rally but one turn per segment." The magnetic and current 


. densities would be extremely high, chiefly for the purpose of 


obtaining the lowest practicable reactance voltage; this 
would, however, have the further advantage of resulting in 
a machine of very moderate first cost, due to the high 
armature strength and high current density, although of 
rather low full-load efficiency. The efficiencies at light 
loads would tend to be higher than in customary types, a8 
the weight of armature laminations would be so low that 
even with the comparatively high specific loss in the iron, 
the total core loss would be fairly low. Backward lead 
machines should be built with very strong armatures, as this 
serves to produce the necessary magnetieation with a mini- 
mum number of segments backward lead, and algo greatly 
simplifies the problem of obtaining a design with a very low 
reactance voltage per commutator segment. 

The results obtained by the writer have been extremely 
satisfactory as regards the power of low reactance voltage 
machines to carry great overloads without sparking, with 
the brushes in the geometrical neutral position. "These 
machines had comparatively weak armatures, and hence 
would not have compounded with negative lead, although 
tests on them, in this respect, would have revealed a still. 


further improvement in their inherent regulation. The 


observations, however, strengthen the belief that magnetisa- 
tion by strong armature and backward lead may be 
made thoroughly consistent with satisfactory commuta- 
tion without departing from ironclad constructions, and 
such constructions might continue to be found preferable 
even for backward. lead generators. There are, how- 
ever, directions in which we may still further decrease 
the reactance voltage, and if such further decrease 
should be found necessary, the construction would be on the 
following plan: In addition to the short, large diameter 
armature and commutator, the numerous commutator 
segments and the high magnetic flux and current densities, 
the armature conductors would be of stranded copper located 
at or near the armature surface. This could be arranged 
mechanically as strong!y as if the conductors were embedded, 
by having non-magnetic manganese steel, low conductivity 


Seqments Eackward lead 


Segments forward lead 
Fig. 2.—Excitation CURVES FOR 110 TERMINAL VOLTS AND 
700 R.P.M.; FIELD EXCITATION PLOTTED AGAINST Ввсѕн Position, 


discs projecting above the surface of the effective laminations 
at several points of the length of the armature. These discs 
would be constructed of such shapes as to, at the same time, 
serve to provide ventilating ducts at their sides. The non- 
magnetic discs would have suitable numbers of equi-spaced 
slots, just like ordinary armature discs for slotted armatures. 
By these various means it would become easily practicable to 
secure reactance voltages of one-half, or even less, of those 
in good machines of the usual constructions. Relieved of 
the necessity of finding room for the series coils on the 
magnet cores, one could afford to increase the amount of 
shunt copper, thus overcoming the longer air-gap and the 


* The practicability of employing but one turn per segment is 
of course increased, the larger the normal output and the lower the 
normal voltage. 
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high densities generally. There should be a wide neutral 
zone, the space between pole tips not being more than, say, 
50 per cent. of the pitch. This last point is one of some 
interest. In the tests on the 17-kw. dynamo, of which some 
of the results were given in fig. 1, observations taken with a 
still greater negative lead —23 segments—showed an increase 
in the excitation required for maintaining the voltage. This 
was evidently due to the insufficiently wide neutral zone, as 


«- - Limit of very light 
sparking. 


AMPERES 


Limit of visible 
gparking. 


Segments lag. 


Segments lead. 


Fig. 3. 


a consequence of which, with the larger backward lead, the 
armature coils failed to embrace the total flux entering the 
armature per pole-piece, or, rather, in that position, part of the 
flux from two poles of opposite polarity entered the armature 
coils. The results are given in fig. 2. 

Such a project is more difficult to consider, because the 
experimental work available on commutation and regula- 
tion, although extensive, does not, to the writer’s know- 


— 500 voltsat commutator. 


800 „ T 
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Segments lag. 


Begments lead. 
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ledge, yet include curves bearing on the points of the greatest 
interest for this purpose. Tests on the lines indicated by 
the accompanying hypothetical curves (see figs. 3 and 4) would 
be of especial value. 

(To be continued.) 


THE TESTING AND MANAGEMENT OF 
ELECTRIC MOTORS. 


By P. T. WHITE, Wigan Electricity Works. 


(Continued from page 9.) 


Wirt reference to compound motors, it may be useful to 
bear in mind that, unlike compound dynamos «wilh 
the same coanections, the field magnets receive the difference 
only of the effects of the shunt and series windings. There 
are, notwithstanding the loss in efficiency, certain advantages 
to be gained by the employment of these“ differentially- 
wound"' motors, even though the demagnetising coils may 
have, and, indeed, often have in practice, a value of one-fifth 
of the magnetising coils in ampere-turns. This statement, 
however, must not be taken to imply that the field-inugnet 
losses are proportionally so high, as in such calculations the 
demagnetising effect of the armature with negative brush lead 
must be taken into account. In all compound motors the 


ampere-turns of the shunt, and consequently its magnetising 
effect, must preponderate. 

In the coupling up of these motors, if any doubt exist in 
the mind of the motor installer as to the proper connections, 
he can easily assure himself by starting up with the “shunt” 
out. The motor will then, following the law of the series 
machine, run in the reverse direction. The fact that the 
torque of a series motor depends only on the current will, if 
kept in view, make him careful in the matter of speed. 

One of the greatest obstacles in the path of the man of 
little experience in the employment of motors for power 
purposes is the correct estimating of the power required for 
various drives, and it may be said in nearly all cases he will 
err on the wrong side—insufficient power. In these circum- 
stances 16 may be some consolation for him to know that he 
is in the company of many machine tool makers and manu- 
facturing engineers, whose conservative opinions on this 
subject are a matter of wonderment to the initiated. An 
ammeter—for convenience one of the shunted type is to be 
preferred—should always be employed in the motor circuit 
for testing purposes when starting up new work. It will be 
found extremely useful. 

It has been said, and the fact is so obvious to the expe- 
rienced that some apology is necessary for its reiteration, that 
the efficiency of a motor falls with increase of load. For 
this reason it will be evident that an ammeter reading, as an 
indication of power required, is apt to be misleading. A 
four-horse motor overloaded to, say, 80 per cent. of its rated 
power, will not give by any means the same reading as a ten- 
horse on the same load. "This should never be lost sight of. 

There can be but little doubt that considerable laxity 
prevails as to the proper application of apparatus designed 
to safeguard motor circuits, I have no intention of dwelling 
upon that vexed question, the type of starter to employ, but 
I shall go so far as to say that experience has taught me to 
favour those types employing wire resistances, Liquid 
starters, of which we heard so much some years ago, are 
subject to many vices, principal among which are :—The 
“creeping " of the solution; the uncertain action of their 


“air” and “oil” valves; their low insulation; “dead 


. shorting” of the motor armature owing to misconception of 


the position of the starter handle; the absence of **no 
voltage releases, &c. It is now, however, pretty generally 
specified by supply engineers that starters should: be equipped 
with ** breakers ” for low volts and overloads. Also it may 
be said that maximum circuit-breakers having a time lag are 
beginning to be looked upon with favour. 

While upon this subject of starters, I feel compelled to 
utter a protest against the many vile contraptions, mostly of 
foreign origin, which are, from time to time, so successfully 
foisted upon the British market. It is an affront to the 
commercial ability of our home manufacturers—who cannot 
even advance the plea that these apparatus are cheap— 
and also, in no small measure, to their responsible engineers, 
whose remissness in the matter of the small details which go 
to make their productions a success is altogether unaccount- 
able. These strictures apply, not only to starters, but to 
many other forms of apparatus and accessories in general 
use, We are all familiar with the sweating socket or 
the screw terminal, intended to take, say, a 13 cable, 
which by no earthly means can be made to accom- 
modate one half the number of conductors: the circular 
insulating bushing which naturally slips round though it 
should not: the absence of lock-nuts in many places where 
they should be: the tiny screw, which vibration and excessive 
strain soon depose from its position : the un-get-at-ableness— 
without pulling to pieces the whole apparatus—of many 
parts, which should be easy of access, and so on. 

English designs of starters are, as a rule, on good lines. 
Their chief object seems to be the starting of & motor, even 
under load, 80 that the armature current can never exceed a 
certain figure, which figure is usually taken to represent the 
rated amperage of the machine. In the achievement of this 
object, however, they frequently get burnt out. This 
usually occurs when the starters are in frequent operation 
with little or no time between each operation. Some firms 
of the invasion type claim that their starters cannot be burned 
out, and they are right in their contention. Nevertheless, it 
i8 better to burn out the starter than the motor. 

It is, however, in the matter of fusible cut-outs that the 
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greatest laxity prevails in supply stations. I think I can 
best illustrate my meaning by giving a hypothetical case. 
Let us say that a corporation is called upon to supply energy 
for 10 motors ranging from 1 H.P. up to 50 H.P. for one 
workshop. Let us further assume that the assistant making 
the official inspection decides upon putting a 200-ampere 
fuse into the service boxes. Now, if the motors are the 
property of the corporation there is set up a condition of 
affairs tending to abuse. I have seen stout and substantial 
iron wires in 1 H.P. fuses. The moral of all this is that 
service fuses should be wayed for the number of motors 
they control, and carefully sealed up. Little or no depend- 
ence should be placed upon exposed circuit-breakers, as they 
are always liable to be tampered with. 


(To be concluded.) 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W, P. Тномрвон & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. С 


‚ 49581. “A new or improved method or means for securing fastening or lock- 
ing cap or top to glass in the construction of incandescent lamps." J. THORN- 
HILL. February 24th. 


1,593. “Improvements in annunciators." F. B. HERZOG. February 24th. 


4,906. “Improvements in electric automatic switches for motor-startin 
rheostats and the like," E. B. WED ROHR. February 24th. S 


4,608. ''An improved receptacle for watches in connection with a source of 
electric light." C. Anxol Dp. February 24th. (Complete.) 


4,623. '' Method of cutting out large quantities of electrical energy, in parti- 
cular when of high voltage." StkwENs Bros. & Co., LIMITED. (Siemens and 
Halske Aktien Gesellschaft, Germany.) February 24th. (Complete.) 


4,681. Improvemeuts in mantles or coverings for carbons ої electric arc 
lamps." C. D. ABEL. (Gebruder Siemens & Co., Germany.) February 24th. 
4,640. Improvements in or relating to enclosed or open type arc lamps for 


working on the direct or alternating current circuits." D, R. BROADBENT. 
February 24th. 


4,645. “Improvements іп the manufacture of rail bonds for electric rail- 
WAYS. G. С. M. HannpiNGHAM, (Felten & Guilleaume Carlswerk A. G., 
Germany.) February 24th. : 

4,648. Improvements in electrical cut-outs or fuse boxes, feeder pillars, and 
other devices for the inter-connection of a number of conductors." - F. A. 
Роскілхотох. February 24th. 


4,664. "Improvements in eleetroliers." E. J. WILLIAMS and A. N. Rye 
February 24th. 


1,704. “Improvements in the poles of dynamo-electric machi 
motors.” „W. R. V. MARSHALL. February 25th. а nen and 


14720. “ An improvement applicable to the trolle oles of el ic сагв.” 
W. Всскьку, Febrüary 25tb. dp A AEE 


4,729. “Improvements in and relating to electric incandescence lamp- 
holders.“ C. F. KNowLEs. February 25th. (Complete.) P 


4,754. "Improvements in field magnets for dynamo-electric machines or 
electric motors.“ R. LUNDELL. February 25th. (Complete.) 

4,755. “ Improvements in incandescent electric lamps.“ 
February 25th. (Complete.) E 

4,763. ''Improvements in arc lamps.“ W. CRUDGINGOTON. February 25th. 

4,782. “Improvements in telephones." A. B. Томкі. February 25th. 

4,783. Improved switch for operating electric currents." Е, RAWLINGS. 
February 25th. 


4.798. “Improvements in  intercommunication 
T. SLOPER and I. Н. Parsons, February 25th. 


4,794. " Improvements in cut-outs foruse in connection with overhead 
conductors for electric traction." J. F. Maconis. February 25th. 

4,804. ‘Improvements in high voltage electric interrupters." O. KoxirzeEn. 
February 25th. 

4,805. “Improvements іп 
February 25th. (Complete.) 


2,819. “Improvements іп brakes for dynamometers." J. ELMONTON, 
ы Punbou, J. W. Dawson, and EDMONDSON & Punbon, LiMireb. February 

4,861. Improvements іп devices for overcoming alternating electric 
currents in direct current circuits," A. N. GOTENDORF. February 26th. 


4,865. Improvement in automatic circuit breakers of induction apparatus.” 
V. Влвккто. February 26th. od i 


1,871. Duplex link chain for electric fittings." М. RaiLIN6 and G. H. IDE. 
February 26th, 


1,596. "'linprovements in or relating to induction coils." G. Bowkon, 
February 26th. 

1,996. ‘Improvements in or connected with conduits or pi es for electric 
cables and the like.“ W. Oates. February 27th. a 


5,010. ‘*Improvements in electric meters." A. BraNcHüET. February th. 

5,018, ‘Improvements in the construction of two-Huid electric batteries." 
J. W. McKenzie. (La Société Anonyme L'Eelairage Electrique sans Moteur, 
Belgium.) February 2th. 

5,032. © An improved electric pole-change for use in railway signalling.” 
J. P. O'DONNELL and H. C. Irving, February 27th. Don Ñ 


6,043. “An improved trolley frame or bracket and head combined for ure in 
electric overhead tramcars and the like.” W, Hunt. February 28th. 

5,057. ‘Improvements in and connected with telephone transmitters or 
microphones, Н. OF'ENHEISER, (А. G. Mix & Genest, Germany) Feb- 
ruary 2sth. 


5,065. ‘Improvements in overhead electric trolley wires." J. P. CRIBB. 
February 25th. (Complete.) 


5,071, “А combined arm rest, memo. paper, and pencil holder for telephones, 
and the like.“ J. Evknkir. February th. 


„5.083. “А maximum demand indicator for elegtrical supply." T. W. GRAVES. 
February2 th. 


E. McOuar. 


telephone systeme.“ 


eleotro-dynamometers.“ К. ZikdEkN ERG 


5,095. Improvements in conductors for electric traction." E. H. TI LER. 
February 28th. . 


5,103. An improved method of and apparatus for connecting the conductors 
or armour of electric cables and the like to junction boxes, earth Plates ard 
other parts." CALLENDER’s CABLE AND CONSTRUCTION CoxrANY, LIMITED, arid 
J. C. А. Warp. February 28th. (Complete.) 


5,104. “Improvements in the electric arc in electrie arc lampe.“ La Soc rk Te 
G. Er P. DE MEsTRaL. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, September 
4th, 1901, being date of application in France.) February 25th. (Complete. 

9,118. “ Manufacture of new or improved material suitable for cleetrical 
insulating purposes." J. G. Maanprt. February 28th. 


5,129. Improvements in electric commutators.” W. LOEWEN, February 
28th. (Complete.) 


5,131. “Improvements in the electro-deposition of metals." S. Cuwres- 
CoLEs & Co., LIMITED, and S. Cowrkn-CoLks. March Ist. 


5,147. '' Improvements in and relating to electric trolley collectors." E. W. 
WYNNE. March ist. 


,5,190. “Improvements in and relating to electric switches and to combina- 
1 the same with wall-plugs and the like." A. Vanpam and T. II. Maxsi. 
arch 1st. 


5,211. “Ап improved manufacture, or production of electrical conduits, 
drain-pipes, and the like." R. Lawron and THE ALBION CLAY COMPANY. 
March 1st. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W. O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps). 


1900. 


10,312. “improvements la and connected with wireless telography." С. E. 
Wilson, U.S.A. Dated June 5th, 1900. Systems of wireless telegraphy, in 
which the aerial portions are arranged as far as possible from the signalling 
instruments by means of captive balloon or box kites. A captive balloon is 
arranged with the vertical aerial wire surmounted witha ball and connected to 
the secondary of the transformer in the car through а vacuum tube. Two 
transformers are shown in this arrangement, the secondary of the signalling 
transformer being connected to the primary of the aerial transtormer; both 
secondaries are connected to earth. When only one transformer (aeiiali 
р Employes two separate connections with the balloon are necessary. 

claims. 


10,270. “Да arrangement in voltalo battery for use in fixing explosives.” б. 
Evans. Dated June 5th, 1900. Relates to batteries for shot-firing or blasting in 
mining, quarrying, or like operations, and has for its object to prevent accidental 
ignition ofthe charges. For this purpose, the terminals have flat or other 
suitably-shaped heads which offer no place of anchorage for the cables or wires, 
which have to be held against the terminals by hand in order to maintain the 
contact. The battery is provided with straps so that it may be slung over the 
shoulders. 1 claim. 


10,273. ''improvements in controller regniators for electric motors." Н. J. 
Haddam. Dated June 5th, 1900. A controller for electric motors is provided 
with mechanism for ensuring a step-by-step movement of the controller handle, 
which only permits the movement from step to step after a pause, the length 
of mcd may be prearranged by a suitable adjustment oí the apparatus, 
8 claims. 


* 10,312a. “improvements ln and connected with elestric wireless signalling." 
C. E. Wilson, U.S.A. Dated June 5th, 1900. Buoys are provided with automatic 
alarm apparatus for emitting code signals by wireless signalling for indicating 
their individuality. The buoy is preferably provided with two external 
electrodes immersed in the sea-water, but may have an internal battery either 
auxiliary to or in substitution therefor. The generator is connected in a local 
circuit with the primary of an induction coil, a driven code contact wheel and 
an electrolytic or other interrupter. The secondary of the induction coil is 
connected to & radiating rod and ball surmounting the buoy and to the earth 
or water. 4 claims. 


10,318. “ improvements in electric storage batteries and conducting plates therefor.” 
J.C. Foil. (S. L. Wiegand.) June 5th, 1900. Relates to that form of plate or electrode 
which consists of à conducting plate having different polarity on opposite sides. 
and the invention consists broadly in insulating the opposite sides of the plate 
from each other by liquid or fusible materials which are p'aced in a trough or 
troughs formed іп the iim of the plate, the troughs being protected from the 
entrance of electrolytic liquid. 14 claims. 


10,318. “improvements In electric storage batteries." J. C. Fell. (8. L. Wiegand, 
U.S. A.) Dated June 5th, 1900. Relates to plates or electrodes which cons st 
of a conducting plate having active material of different polarity on its opposite 
sides. The invention consists in making the plate with а hook-shaped rim, 
around which is cast a fusible frame of insulating material composed of sulphur, 
resin, talc, and wax, but the sulphur and the tale may be omitted. The 
frame may be made with tongues and grooves, to facilitate the fitting 
together of the electrodes in a superposed series, and is also provided with a 
flange which forms a boundary for the active material which is spread in the 
enciosed space. On the active material which is spread on the upper side of 
the plate is placed а layer of absorbent material, such as carbon cr sand, 
which is saturated with the electrolyte. A sheet of asbestos, felt, or paper may 
be placed on the material, and another layer of absorbent material is placed 
on it. Vents connected to pipes are made in tbe frame, and serve both for 
supplying electrolyte and as gas exits. If the tubes are made of cor ducting 
material, they are insulated from each other, and may be used as aconnection 
to test each electrode and locate any fault. If the tubes are made of insulating 
material, they may be filled with a conducting liquid for the aforesaid 
purpose. When a battery composed of a superposed series of these elec- 
trodes is in transport, they are placed in a case into which is then poured 
a non-conducting liquid, such as oil, paraftin, a mixture of oil-resin, or a 
composition more fusible than that of the frames which, if a rim should 
crack or break, prevents the outtlow of the electrolyte, and the conseqnent 
short-circuiting which would then occur. Clamps and screws, or spiings ог 
weights, are used to hold the rims in close contact with each other in the 
casing. 8 claims. 


10,323. “Improvements im telephone cables and in apparatus for producing 
same." Н. Саѕеігег. Dated June 5th, 1900. Conductors for use in telephone, 
&c., circuits are provided with open spirals of straw, paper, &«., between tne 
conductor and the insulating envelope. An apparatus for applying such a strip, 
and at the same time twisting it into a tube ог cord, is asfo.lows: The conductor 
passes through a fixed tube mounted іп а bracket, and having a grooved dise. 
The disc rotates on the tube, and carries a spool of paper, Хе. The spool is 
axially rotated by means of the cord. 8 cisims. 


10,348. ''An Improved electro-magnetic motor.” J. van der Ploeg. June 6th, 
1900. The motor consists of a pair of electro-magnets nttached to an oscillating 
beam, and a second pair of fixed electro-magnets arranged opposite to ihe Erst 
pair. The upper magnets are excited so as to produce like poles by means of a 
current supplied from a battery in the manner shown. The lower magnets are 
excited so as to produce unlike poles by a current derived from the same source, 
and the direction of this currentis periodically reversed by means of spring con- 
tacts actedon by aswitch lever. To increase the force of attraction between the 
magnets, these cores arc tapered at the ends so that they overlap each ether. 
8 claims. 
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THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 
ELECTRIC SUPPLY BILL. 


IN our comments upon the promotions of Bills and Pro- 
visional Orders—Sersion, 1902 (ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
November 29th, 1901), we pointed ont that the London 
County Council were making “а bold attempt to convert 
all the electric supply business of the County of London 
into municipal undertakings,” and the Bill for constituting 
this gigantic monopoly has actually passed a second reading 
in the House of Commons, in spite of the opposition of the 
Board of Trade, and the votes against it of all the members 
of the Government who were present. 

The majority in favour of the Bill was composed of a 
remarkable combination of the Socialist party, headed by Mr. 
Lough and Mr. John Burns, and a large number of sup- 
porters of the Government representing metropolitan and 
other constituencies. 

Mr. John Burns explained that under the Bill the power 
sought was simply to do by a combination of Borough 
Councils what each could already do separately within 
its own area. He assured the House that the London County 
Conncil did not wish to be the electric lighting authority 
for the whole of London; but, if that be the case, it is 
hardly consistent with his own desire to see all trade munici- 
palised; nor could the comprehensive scheme contemplated 
lead to any other result than a huge monopoly con- 
trolled by amateurs at the risk of the ratepayers. 

The President of the Board of Trade pointed out thc 
difficulty of carrying out the complicated scheme proposed, 
and practical men know that it is impossible. 

In moving the second reading, Mr. Lough explained that 
purchase within the area of the London County Council, 
under the Acta of 1882 and 1888, was inoperative, 
because more than one company had powers to supply within 
the same district, and others had their generating stations 
outside any of the areas. Does Mr. Lough wish to alter 
these arrangements? Does he desire to put an end to 
that wholesome competition between companies, which 
proves how absolutely absurd it is to claim for muni- 
cipalisation of electric lighting that it will destroy company 
monopolies ? 

Of course, there never has been, nor can be, any company 
monopoly, but in advocating municipal trading it has been 
the favourite argument that it is intended to prevent any 


more company monopolies, and yet here is a Bill being pro- 


moted ostensibly to put an end to company competition ! 
The Bill provides for the purchase of the generating 
stations of power companies, established within or without the 
County of London, which supply authorised undertakers 
only ; a monstrous proposition, showing how little the business 
is understood or has been thought out. | 
The promoters of the ВШ appear to have some glimmering 
perception of the change which is coming over the business 


of electrical supply by the adoption of long-distance trans- 
C 
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mission of electrical energy, and the ultimate conversion 
of most of the present generating stations into trans- 
forming and distributing works only. They think, 
therefore, that they ought to possess power to buy up 
any power station, although established outside the 
charmed area constituting their own little borough ; but it 
does not appear to have occurred to them that one such 
station may be supplying an area of 850 square miles, of 
which their district forms a very small part. Under 
such circumstances, the price to be paid for com- 
pulsory purchase, with due regard to severance, would 
astonish the enthusiastic Borough Councillor, who talks ғо 
glibly about the “provision for purchase of generating 
station of company supplying authorised undertakers.” 

The Bill is alleged to be the result of a conference 
between the London County Council, the City Corporation, 
and the local authorities, who unanimously agreed to the 
suggestions embodied in the Bill. We suggest that before 
Parliament becomes a party to any such scheme a referendum 
to the ratepayers would be desirable. There is no urgency 
in the matter, as none of the provisions of the Bill are to 
come into operation until the year 1931. 

Everyone knows how apathetic the ratepayers are, and 
the small number that take any personal interest in the 
selection of their local authorities; but they are beginning 
to understand the question of municipal trading in 
electricity, and as the financial failures are published in 
the accounts of nearly every town which has undertaken it, 
other ratepayers pronounce against joining in the crusade for 
preventing private enterprite from exercising a legitimate 
business, and providing what is required without risk to the 
public purse. 

The Bill of the London County Council deserved a fuller 
and more exhaustive discussion in the House, and it is most 
important that it should be thoroughly dealt with in Com- 
mittce, for which purpose all the companies affected should 
confer at once, with a view to combined action. 

Mr. Bryce suggested a reference to a Select Committee 
because of the impossibility of the House dealing with the 
Bill as it ought to, and we shall be much surprised if 
such a tribunal sanction any proposal of this nature. 

The London County Council might &udy with advantage 
what is taking place in the East Middlesex district. Last 
year five contiguous Urban Districts combined to promote a 
Bill for à joint municipal supply of electricity for Tottenham, 
Edmonton, Enfield, Wood Green and Southgate, and the 
advocates of the scheme impressed upon the ratepayers the 
absolute neccssity of such a comprehensive scheme for 
obtaining a supply upon cheap terms, but so opposed were 
the ratepayers to any speculation of the kind, that on polls 
under the Borough Funds Act the scheme was defeated by 
large majorities and abandoned. 


Notwithstanding this decision— which was accepted by 


Enfield, and arrangements made for the supply of that town 
by a company—Tottenham, Edmonton and Wood Green are 
applying for provisional orders for isolated stations to supply 
their several districts, after having assured the ratepayers 
_that such schemes were uneconomical. It is not to be 
wondered at that the ratepayers are up in arms, and 
have requisitioned the Urban District Councils to submit 
the matter to their constituents, but without success, 


Meanwhile the North Metropolitan Electric Supply Com- 
pany are endeavouring to meet the position by applying for 
power to distribute energy in the districte in question, 
and it is understood that the matter will be dealt with by a 
special Parliamentary Committee. 

The approaching elections in the East Middlesex districi 
are turning upon the question of municipal trading in 
electricity, and the results will be watched with interest, 
especially at Hendon, where the grant of the loan for carrying 
out the provisional order depends upon the result—the 
Local Government Board having postponed a decision until 
the elections are over. This is a step in the right direction, 
ав it indicates on the part of the department a desire to 
respect the wishes of the ratepayers. 


Electrical Legislation WHAT has become of the committee 

ene the LE. E. appointed to deal with the question of 
electrical legislation? Mr. Madgen read his paper on The 
Electrical Power Bills of 1900— before and after —about 
13 months ago, and more than a year since, a committee 
was appointed and evidence taken. Great dissatisfaction 
is said to exist at the delay in issuing any report of the 
proceedings of the committee. 


ca E ee ——À] 


The Second Automobile Exhibition in New York.— 
Some details of the exbibits at the above show may be 
interesting to electricians. The new Edison cell was ex- 
hibited, the cells shown being 30 cm. bigb, 5 cm. broad, and 
125 cm. in length. They weighed 34 kgs, and were said 
to yield 120 watt-hours, or 1 E. H. P.-hour per 207 kgs 
of weight. The Porter Battery Company, of Chicago, and the 
Hydra-Double Battery Company, of New York, each had exhibits 
of their special manufactures. The latter company make a 
half-dry element for ignition purposes. The Electric Vehicle 
Company showed a light electric car, or “ Runabout,” 394 kgs. 
only in weight, provided with a battery of 40 of the new 
Exide cells, capable of driving the vehicle 64 kms. at а speed 
of 22 kms. per hour. А larger carriage by the same firm weighed 
754 kgs. The American Bicycle Company exhibited a business 
wagon, with two motors, and an 80-volt battery of the Sperry type 
of storage cell. A “Runabout,” by the same company, weighed 
450 kgs., and carried a 30-cell battery, with a discharge capacity of 
125 ampere-hours. With this carriage a speed of 27 kms. per hour 
could be attained, with a current consumption of 28 amperes. The 
motor was of the six-pole р type, and three speeds could be obtained 
by the various methods of connecting up the battery to the motor 
windings. The Baker Motor Vehicle Company showed a light 
Stanhope carriage, weighing 405 kgs. The battery of 10 cells was 
built with Planté petes, and sufficed to drive the vehicle under 
normal road conditions, 64 kms., on one change. It weighed 
140 kgs. The controller permitted three speeds to be obtained. 
The same firm exhibited three other electric carriages or “ Run- 
abouts.” 


The Peigne Accumulator Cell.—A new type of 
accumulator plate, called the “Peigne,” was described in a recent 
issue of the Centralblatt fur Accumulatoren und Elementenkunde. 
The positive and negative plates consist of cast-lead strips, 
both faces of each strip being covered with right-angled 
corrugations. After pasting the strips are bound together into a 
composite plate, the width of the strip being the thickness 
of tbe finished plate. The pocket formation of the perforations 
prevenís any falling out of the pasted mass, and the swell- 
ing of the lead composition, which occurs on cbarging and discharg- 
ing, simply bends the strips, but does not cause the plate itself to 
buckle. These plates are made in two sizes. The smaller of these 
are intended for batteries of less than 240 ampere-hours capacity, 
while a larger form of plate is adopted for capacities above this 
limit. The accumulator plates are intended for use in stationary 
batteries, but а special design is being prepared for automobile 
purposes. The following are details of discharging tests with the 
smaller type of cell :— 


Period of discharge iu hours ... - 3 5 10 
Amperes ... І ee acs sis J3 25 15 
Volts... ix T ids .. 19 19 19 
Watts = п . 627 4735 285 
Capacity in ampere-hours — . € 99 125 150 
Energy in watt-hours ... 85 .. 188 237 285 
Weight of plates 8 28°86 kgs. 
—ͤ T— — — 
Watt- hours per kg. of weight ... .. GS 82 98 


The “Pcigne” accumulators are made by the Société Electrique 
du Nord, and fuller details concerning them will Le found in 
Eclairage Electri ue, Vol. 29, p. 218. 1901. 
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ELECTRICAL SHOCKS AND THE FACTORY 
ACTS. 


THE discussion on the papers by Mr. A. P. Trotter, Major- 
General Webber and Mr. F. B. Aspinall was concluded on 
Thursday evening of last week at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers and ranged round three subjects, each of which 
might have occupied the full time of the meeting. The 
medical men had a good deal to say respecting the action of 
the organs of the body and the effect of shock upon them ; 
references were made to the legislation which has brought 
generating and transforming stations definitely within the 
scope of the Factory Acts, and something, but not much, 
was said regarding electrical shocks generally. In our last 
issne we dealt in part with the papers, and especially with the 
lessons to be learned from Mr. Trotter’s demonstration of his 
invulnerability to а 500-volt battery. The discussion did 
not bring out any material point to alter our opinions then 
expressed, except, perhaps, that Mr. S. Е. Walker explained 
how the Sheffield accident occurred, and showed that, in all 
probability, and in absence of medical testimony tothe contrary, 
the victim was not shocked, but stunned to death by falling 
on а concrete floor. This, however, we allude to further in 
our ** Notes" columns. 

The arguments relating to the inclusion of electricity 
works in.the dangerous trades may be taken as proving the 
desirability for reasonable supervision, although, as Mr. 
H. M. Sayers put it, the training of the average factory 
inspector does not necessarily render him the best judge of 
the precautions to be observed. Mr. Cunynghame made a 
point when he quoted the incident at the Committee on 
Railway Accidents, when a witness was asked whether, 
in his experience, he could quote one case in which the 
Factory Acts had been an obstacle to trade, and no reply 
was forthcoming. He admitted, however, that if not wisely 
administered, the Acts could be made a burden, but there 
was not on the part of the Home Office any such intention ; 
all that was desired was the safety of the workman. Mr. 
Fearon, as an inspector of factories, regarded General 
Webber's opinion as being contrary to that of the industry 
generally, and said some hard things about companies, whose 
directors would often not take precautions if they meant 
the incurring of extra cost. Consulting engineers did not 
always pay sufficient attention to safety, and resident engi- 
neers found that their opinions did not carry suflicient 
weight with committees. Then the Home Office should step 
in and support the resident engineer in getting things made 
reasonably safe. The recommendations of the Home Office 
might be summarised under five heads: 

(a) Earth all dead metal. 

(2) Protect all line metal. 

(c) Do no work on high-tension metal. 

(d) Safeguard men engaged near high-ténsion metal, and 
employ only skilled men. | 

(e) Learn the methods of artificial respiration, and use 
them when necesaary. 

We fail to see, however, how high-tension metal is to be 
protected. The most common high-tension board, that of 
Ferranti, Limited, cannot be made to comply with the 
rccommendations of the Home Office. Yet it is reasonably 
safe if men of the proper type are engaged as switchboard 
attendants, and none other should be allowed on a switch 
platform. | 

Mr. II. Sayers urged the difference between а textile 
factory where women and children were employed and a 
central station. Не also showed that in the latter a public 
service is rendered under penalty in the event of failure, and 
considered that safeguards might be proposid by factory 
inspectors which were likely to саше breukdowns. We 
believe that tle real fecling in the industry lics midway 
between the two extremes, Engineers are auxiuus to render 
the employment in their works as safe as an occupation sur- 
rounded by high-pressure steam pipes and fittings, high- 
ter sion switch gear and apparatus, complex machinery, aud 
the like, сап be made; but they are not reedy to submit 
quietly to outsiders who know little or nothing of the actual 
work of running aud management prescribing what they are 
to do towards tlese ends, when as likely as not so-called 
sufeguards may be traps to catch the unwary ard расе 


obstacles in the way of men doing their work properly, thus 
increasing rather than diminishing the attendant risk. 


As might be expected, the medical gentlemen who spoke 


were down on Major-General Webber, and would have rore 
of his heresy that the heart was not à pump. Drs. Hedley, 
Legge, Lewis Jones and Henry McCluer voiced the viens 
of the profession, and in general accepted Mr. Aspinall's 
conclusions. 

We will conclude by reprinting the tables given by Mr. 
Trotter of measurements taken upon those who submitted to 
the tests he suggestcd on the reading of the paper. Eighty 
persons submitted themselves, and 170 tests in all were 
taken. The results, finger to finger, were fairly consistent, 
but from foot to foot the influence of footgear seems to hare 
had a very material bearing upon the resistances. 
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ARMATURE INTERFERENCE AND BRUSH 
POSITION. 


— 


By H. M. HOBART. 


(Concluded from page 451.) 


Ir would be interesting, also, to have on a large 500-volt 
machine, with a very strong armature (as expressed in terms 
of the armature ampere-turns per  pole-piece), curves 
analogous to those indicated in figs. 5, 6 and 7, and the 
results corresponding to the curves of each of the two latter 
figs. (6 and 7) should be obtained for each of several back- 
ward and forward positions of the brushes. 


Some time ago, in a large central station, the writer made 


tests оп a 10-pole slow-speed (90 revolutions per minute) 
550-volt, 550-Kw. generator, some of the results of which 
have a bearing on the questions raised in this article. 

Tests of the excitation regulation were made with the 
brushes set successively in the ncutral position, and with 4 
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8, and 12 segments forward lead. 
although taken very roughly and hurriedly, yield fairly 
definite values tor the excitation required to maintain 550 
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Fig. 5.—Courves or EXCITATION REGULATION FOR VARIOUS 
BBvsnH Positrons. 


Volts. 


Excitation in &mpere-turns per field spool. 
Fra. 6.—SaTuRATION CURVES. 


Amperes. 


Excitation. 


Fic. 7.—CURVES OF EXCITATION REGULATION FOR DIFFER 
VOLTAGES AND Bros Positions. 


‘ 


volts at all loads up to one-half of full load (500 amperes), 
are set forth in Table ТҮ. 


TABLE IV. 


Ampere- — required for maintaining 


650 terminal votts at no load, } load, Increase in excitation 


Segments and 4 load. | {тош no load up 
lead of Ору to Jof full load, 650 
brushes. terminal volts. 
No load. } 4 
5 "EN p (ESOS па сална 
O 7.900 8,350 9,200 ' 165 per cent. 
4 7.900 8.600 9,850 210 К 
8 | 7,900 8,800 | 9,900 250 j 
7,900 9,150 | 10,500 33˙0 " 


12 | 


While these resulta are of interest, it should be understood 
that the machine was one constructed on tbe customary lines 
at present approved for railway generatore, and hence not 
such a machine as one would construct for operation with 
backward lead. For that purpose, still lower reactance vol- 
tage and higher armature strength would be required, ag 
well as a somewhat smaller pole arc and many other points of 
difference to which reference has already been made. 

The following constants of the machine may be of in- 
terest ;—. 


The results which, 


Armature каа per pole-piece at 


full load = 9,000 
Reactance voltage per segment at full load — 3:9 
Segments рег poie-piece — . = 90 
Mean pole arc in per cent. of polar pitch... = 62 per cent. 
Standard brush position for all loads = 8 segments 

lead. 


Fig. 8 sets forth excitation regulation curves taken on this 
machine with eight segments brush lead at different voltages. 
As the machine was intended for over compounding from 
500 volts at no load to 550 volts at 1,000 amperes output 
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Speed, 90 г.р m. Excitation regulation curves for various voltages, and 
8 segments lead. 


Ета. 8.— 10-POLE, 550-kw. RAILWAY GENERATOR. 
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Speed, 90 r.p.m. Inherent regulation curve whenadjustcd for 500 volts 
at no load, and 550 volts at 1,000 am peres output, 8 segments lead at al! loads. 


Fig. 9.—10-PorE, 550-K w. Raitway GENERATOR. 
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Bpeed, 90 r.p.m. Saturation curves at no load, half load, and full load, 
8 segments lead in all cases. 


Fic. 10.—10-PorE, 550-K W. RAILWAY GENERATOR. 


(fullload), the inherent regulation curve for the machine 
with series winding and adjusted diverting shunt is derived 
by drawing astraight line as shown, from the intersection of 
the 500-volt excitation regulation curve with the axis of 
ubscisse, to the value of the 550-volt excitation regulation 
curve for 1 ,000 amperes (13,700 ampere-turns). 

From this it is seen that the voltage automatically increases 
from 500 volts at no load to about 525 volts at 150 amperes, 
550 volts at 400 amperes, 560 volts at 750 amperes, and 
then decreases to 550 volts at full load (1,000 amperes), 
and to lower values at overloads. This curve is given in 
fig. 9. In fig. 10 are given saturation curves at no load, 
500 amperes and 1,000 amperes, and a brush lead of eight 
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segments. Such load saturation curves, although rarely 
taken, are very instructive. 

Itis very likely that projects for running dynamo-electric 
generators with the brushes in the neutral position, or even 
with backward lead, have been put forward in connection 
with machines having special features, such as pole-face 
windings, commutating coils, reversing lugs, or other special 
appliances, but, so far as the writer is aware, it has: not been 
proposed to make this practicable with an ordinary design 
without special appliances, merely in virtue of the low 
reactance voltage and high armature strength employed in 
the design. This could not have been the case so long as 
the belief was held that the reversal of the current in the 
short-circuited coils should be accomplished by the customary 
electro-magnetic means. Also the prevailing belief that strong 
armatures were deleterious to good commutation, stood in the 
way of coming to this point of view. 


ELECTRIC SHOCK AND LEGISLATION 
THEREON. 


[By оов LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR.] 


Tuis formed the subject of an interesting paper which was 
read by Major-General C. E. Webber, C.B., R.E., at the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers on February 27th. 

The extraordinary development of electricity during 
recent years, and the increase which has taken place in the 
strength of the currents used,-has very naturally turned 
attention to the necessity of guarding workmen employed in 
generating stations against risk of accident. Assuming that 
the grandmotheriy policy which inspired the Factory 
Acts is calculated to serve the best interests of the workman 
and the public, it is but equitable that those Acts should be 
administered impartially in connection with every dangerous 
industry. In these circumstances Major-General Webber 
set himself to ascertain (а) what is the most modern opinion 
as to the nature of the injury which may be inflicted by an 
electric shock, with a view to ascertaining how the result of 
a shock can best be overcome ; (^) the inquiries which led 
up to the inclusion of generating and transforming stations 
within the definition of the word “factory.” Не concludes 
his paper with a list of the rules which it is proposed to ask 
the factory inspectors to enforce in these places, and suggests 
that certain of these rules are open to criticism and dis- 
cussion. 

Electrical engineers cannot be expected to take an over- 
weening interest in the actual physiological effect of an 
electric current upon the human frame. Nevertheless, there 
is one point made manifest by the reader of the paper which 
affects them very nearly, namely, that the consequences of a 
shock are often very similar to those which result from 
suffocation, and that artificial respiration, if promptly 
applied, may completely restore the sufferer. The researches 
which have led to this important discovery were carried out 
in France by M. D’Arsonval, and a set of rules for the 
guidance of those who can give first aid to the injured has 
been drawn up in that country. Such researches, alas! could 
never have been effectively carried out in England 
owing to the absurd restrictions which are placed on vivi- 
section by a policy which surrogates human to animal life; 
nevertheless, the ELECTRICAL Review has for years past 
issued а set of rules, of which Mr. Aspinall spoke very 
highly in Ais paper. 

To sum up the scientific portion of this subject, the author 
of the paper quotes from an article by Dr. A. M. Bleile, 
Professor of Physiology in the Ohio State University, on tlie 
cause of death in electric shock. This investigator killed 
the dogs upon which he operated with an alternating current 
having a periodicity of 120, at an E. M. F. of under 100 volts 
and under 1 ampere. The condition of the heart and arteries, 
as found by immediate autopsy, led him to the exclusion of 
a direct effect upon the heart. Dr. Bleile concludes by 
saying :—** It would appear, therefore, thut death in electric 
shocks is entirely dueto the fact that the current produced a 
contraction of the arteries through an influence on the 
nervous system, and that this construction throws in such a 
mechanical impediment to the flow of the blood as the heart 
is unable to overcome." 


Factory and Workshop Act, 1901. 


One melancholy interest attaches to death by electric 
shock, namely, that it is the most merciful way of terminating 
human existence. This statement is founded upon certain 
investigations made in the United States. In the case of 
People v. Durston (119 N.Y. 569) the question as to 
whether execution by electricity is legal or no was raised on 
behalf of a prisoner sentenced to death. The argument as 
‘to the illegality of the method was based upon a clause in 
the American constitution which forbids cruel and unusual 
‘punishments. In the course of 4 judgment which declared 
this kind of execution to be legal, the Appeal Court in New 
York shows that the introduction of electrocution in New 
York State was the result of a thorough investigation by a 
commission into the most humane form of inflicting the 
death penalty. The statute provides that: * The punish- 
ment of death must, in every case, be inflicted by causing to 
pass through the body of the convict a current of electricity 
of sufficient intensity to cause death, and the application 
of the current must be continued until the convict be 
dead." 

The more practical, and, to electrical engineers, the most 
interesting part of the author's paper, is that which relates 
to the inclusion of electrical generating and transforming 
stations in the Factory Act, 1901. It has for some time 
been a matter of dispute wbether, apart from the recent 
Factory Act, a generating station came within the definition 
of the term * factory," on the ground that the generation 
of electricity on a large scale was the manufacture of an 
article of commerce by way of trade, and for purpose of 
gain. The view that factory inspectors were entitled to 
exercise their jurisdiction over electrical works was accepted 
by the proprietors of many stations, and was laid down ав a 
proposition of law by a magistrate in 1899. The discussion 
of the point has now, however, become purely academic, in 
view of the following paragraph which was inserted in the 
list of non-textile factories which are affected by the Factory 
and Workshop Act, 1901 :— 

* Electrical stations," that is to say, “апу premises, or that 
part of any premises in which electrical energy is generated 
or transformed for the purpose of supply by way of trade, 
or for the lighting of any street, public place, or publie 
building, or of any hotel, or of any railway, mine, or other 
industrial undertaking." 

Rules have already been framed which we presume are 
in due course to become statutory rules and orders under the 
Framed under the 
auspices of the Dangerous Trades Committee, they contain 
(inter alia) the following provisions, upon which Major- 
General Webber invited discussion at the Institution :— 

3. Allterminals, collecting brushes, main connectors, parts of 
dynamos, motors, or other appliances, to which neither Regulation 
No.(6) nor No. (7) applies, shall be so placed, covered, or fenced 
with non-conducting materials, that no person can touch accident- 
ally, either with his body, clothing, or any conducting tool, two 
parts differing from each other by an amount which constitutes a 
high pressure. 

6. In switch rooms and on the front of switchboards, the main 
switches, main fuses, main terminals, omnibus bars, and all other 
metallic parts, shall be insulated or arranged in such manrer as to 


render it impossible for any person by accident or inadvertence to 
touch them. 

7. The backs cf all switchboards shall be kept clcsed, except for 
the purpose of alterations or repairs. When such work has to be 
carried on cither at the back or at the front of switchboards, the 
following regulations shall apply :— 

(a) No person, except a skilled electrician, ог a workman under 
his personal and immediate supervision, shall be employed when 
any part is at high pressure. 

(b) No extensive or serious repairs shall be executed upon metal 
which is at high pressure. 

(c) Where the alterations or repairs are not of an exlensive or 
serious character, all metallic parts at high pressure shall be covered 
with an insulating cap, or protected by some form of insulating 
covering, only one part, or several at the same pressure, to be 
exposed at any one time. 


With regard to this rule it is asked, What constitutes a 
skilled electrician? If he takes a workman with him 
behind a switchboard, is he to be responsible for the results 
of the man's possible carelessness ? 

13. Where operations are being conducted upon mains from 
which the current has been cut off the switch shall be locked, and 
precautions taken that it shall not be unlocked except by the 


person in charge of the station on his being satisfied that the 
danger is at an end. 

15. Metal transformer boxes shall be cfliciently connected to 
earth, aud so constructed that in the event cf “running to flame“ 
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the earth connection will not be broken by the removal of the fuse 
box or any other part of the box. 

17. All holes in trausformer cases through which high pressure 
conductors pass shall be lined or bushed with suitable and effective 
non-conducting material. | 

18. All high pressure connections within a transformer chamber 
shall be so protected with insulating material that it shall be 
impossible to touch them. 

19. Switches which can be conveniently operated from the 
outside for cutting off both the high and the low pressure connec- 
tions of the transformera shall be fitted in all transformer chambers 
erected after the application of these rules, and in all existing 
chambers, unless it is proved to the satisfaction of his Majesty's 
chief inspector of factories that such an arrangement would be 
attended by special difficulty. | 

20. Each post or support where series arc lighting is employed 
shall be provided with means for completely disconnecting the arc 
lamps from the mains without disturbing the action of the other 
lamps. 

As to the above rules, the author of the paper points out 
that they refer to parts of a system of distribution that hus 
nothing to do with generation and manufacture, except in во 
far as lies in the contention that transformation is to be 
rerarded as part of the process of making electricity for 
purposes of sale. 

The rules are somewhat lengthy and appear to enter into 
considerable detail. In our view (and we think it is shared 
by the author of the paper) they place too great a burden 
upon the proprietors of a generating station. In framing 
them sight seems to have been lost of the fact that the elec- 
trical industry is essentially one for the employment of 
grown men; those lengthy provisions of the Act of 1901 
which regulate the hours and method of employment of 
women and children are practically useless in relation to the 
generation and supply of electricity. Further, if minute 
inspection and strict enforcement of the proposed rules is a 
work of supererogation in generating stations, it passes com- 
prehension to hear that transforming stations are also to be 
subjected to inspection. 

In conclusion, we trust that the author’s paper, the dis- 
cussion thereon, and the “sense” of the Institution 
upon the matters under discussion, may induce the Home 
Office to refrain from placing undue and unnecessary 
restriction upon the electrical industry. 


THE INFLUENCE OF TARIFFS ON 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. 


By C. ASHMORE BAKER. 


Ir is of particular interest at the present moment—the 
subject of tariffs having been recently brought into prominent 
notice by Mr. Wright and others—to ascertain if possible the 
influence which the various methods of charging for electrical 
energy may exert on the load factors and financial results 
of electrical undertakings. 

There are many difficulties in the way of making an 
equitable comparison between the working results of a few 
sclected concerns, and, moreover, comparisons by such methods 
would be apt to be rendered misleading and inconclusive by 
local disturbing influences. 

A means is nevertheless available, which, although of 
only approximate accuracy, may be accepted as sulliciently 
veridical to serve as a guide to the general tendency which 
any particular influence may exert, and which may be thus 
stated :— — 

If a number of quantities of comparable but varying value 
be classified according to the presence or absence of any 
particular factor, the difference in the average values of the 
two classes will indicate the general influence of that factor. 

To take a case in point: suppose the population of a 
given district be classified as vaccinated aud unvaccinated, 
and it is found that the percentage contracting smallpox 
is greater in the latter class than in the former, it would be 
reasonable to attribute to vaccination an influence favourable 
to the prevention of smallpox. 

In the case of electric light and power undertakings, it ig 
scarcely practicable to examine the results obtained by the 
whole of the concerns in tlie country, nor is such a proceeding 
necessary, provided a sufficient number of cases be selected 


for examination, and that such selection be made fortuitously 
as regards the factors whose influence it is desired to ascertain. 
With this end in view the writer has taken for examination 
all those undertakings included in the Electrical Times 
list of January 9th, merely eliminating those (17 in number) 


TABLE I, 


COMPANIES, LONDON. 
PRIVATE LIGHTING ONLY. 


Y 4 
Maximum Load (atin поса Price. 
FLAT RATE.— load. factor. per cent. Cost. 
Kensington . 2,350 12:78 85 178 
Brompton sè . 1,307 13:05 144 2:32 
Woolwich ae sa 407 711 102 1:87 
Mean b eu 99 10:98 416 1:99 
MaxiMUM DEMAND.— 
Clerkenwell ... .. 1,826 12:36 544 1:47 
Chelsea re . 1,809 10°55 127 2:04 
Wandsworth 6 .. 1,453 7 96 654 1:55 
Mean day ies "T 10:29 44:16 1:68 
8BLIDING ScarnE.— 
Notting Hill ... Pm 640 13:95 14:5 1:855 
m PRIVATE AND PuBLIC LIGHTING. | 
Frar RATE.— 
Metropolitan ... * 8,904 12°63 14. 1:56 
Charing Cross... *. 3,049 18 71 21 5 1°76 
Mean. is “ee 15 67 17:7 1 66 


Maximum DEMAND.—None. 


SLIDING SCALE.— | 
11,230 12 68 21 1:35 


City... wae 

Westminster ... . 6,080 13°78 114 2 09 

St. James's ... . . 93,624 16 15 131 2:22 
Mean 142 15160 1886 


COMPANIES, PROVINCIAL. 
Private LIGHTING ONLY. 


Frar RaTrÉ.— : 
Norwich 985 .. 1,170 1155 20:4 1:57 
Altrincham  ... T 380 10 65 — UI 1:004 
Guildford 253 vo 110 8:64 37:5 "925 
Mean  .. ie ‘es 1028 2895 1°166 
Maximum DEMAND.— 
Bournemouth... T 824 9°35 21°1 1:92 
Hove ... - sf 605 10:17 17:9 1:99 
Northampton ... is 401 715 287 1:52 
Bromley 8 et 223 10°72 54 17 
Winchester ... ke: 153 8:45 51:2 201 
Salisbury я oid 138 9:3 55˙9 2°42 
Harrow ar fa 120 10:8 36:5 1:66 
Newmarket ... Ре 106 5:05 — 1:51 
Oswestry n А 63 7°73 2 1:5 
Alderley is Sea 26 6:3 — 622 
Mean 8:502 334 1:685 
SLIDING ScaLE.— 
Reading А 8 445 8°68 22:8 1:86 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIGHTING. 
FLAT КАТЕ.— . 
Newcastle District ... 1,036 12°79 16˙4 1:87 
Oxford is m 468 11:8 11 1:83 
Cambridge  ... s 436 9:36 1015 2°16 
Richmond  ... те 285 8°72 26:7 2:04 
Liverpool is 173 679 41:5 1:26 
Pontypool  ... ds 111 7°03 14°55 202 
Mean 9-415 20:05 1°86 
Maxinum DEMAND.— 
Newcastle-on-Tyne ... 1,163 10°75 164 1˙8 
Preston Бый sés 861 10°72 26:2 2:22 
Folkstone . 2 323 13°49 35:6 ^16 
Wycombe... is 268 9:93 121:5 1°79 
Northwich  ... КР 126 8˙04 472 1:855 
Isle of Wight s 110 1112 ЗЕ 1°78 
Prescot ta ds 04 1272 30:8 1:54 
Mean 25 i24 10:97 46:3 1797 
SLIDING ScaALE.— 
Scarborough ... 885 382 9˙61 22 6 1°76 
Windsor buts E 312 12-72 28:2 2:13 
Mean is TU 885 10:915 254 1:945 
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TABLE I. —(continued). 
Local. AUTHORITIES, LONDON. 
PRIVATR LIGHTING ONLY. m ins Мохе. 


PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIGHTING. 
Frat Rate.—None. 
Maxiuom DEMAND.— 


St. Pancras... Sa “2275 1509 283 
Hampstead  ... .. 1,506 13 33 201 
Islington T^ . 1,386 1531 293 
Shoreditch ... . 1,050 17°72 127 
Hammersmith . 1,008 13:62 45:5 
Southwark ... "T 389 13:89 — 
Mean wa 888 14°83 50 04 


— —— ED 


SLIDING SCALE.—None. 
Local. AUTHORITIES, PROVINCIAL. 
PRIVAT Ілантіма ONLY. 


Frar Rate.— 
Leeds ... 208 % 2,550 11:28 245 
Sheffield e. 0. 1,800 12 08 314 
Leicester -— .. 1,095 8 38 35 9 
Mean  .. 838 Уе 10 58 30 6 
Maxmoum DEMAND.— 
Hull аз . 1,633 9:14 34:6 
Walsall oat Pu 301 10°45 30 3 
Burton... aei ‚2 244 8°86 299 
Colchester Үр 162 7 83 — 
Hereford 95 D 112 8°77 — 
Leigh... ene coe 86 10 22 — 
Mean че 398 " 9:215 31:6 


SLIDING ScaALE.— 
Birmingham ... .. 2,700 12:86 247 


PUBLIC AND PRIVAT LIGHTING. 


FLAT RATE.— 
Edinburgh ... e. 5,480 13:97 277 
Bradford - . 9,742 14:26 30:1 
Portsmouth .. 1,506 12:01 11:33 
Huddersfield ... . . 1,012 10 72 20:6 
Dundee ue led 746 9:46 36:5 
Chester ' oes iid 603 14 78 147 
Bedford Vid dus 550 13:61 19:8 
Newport sss = 506 10°58 26:5 
Bath ... vi $us 493 11°24 404 
Burnley те 7 387 10°21 11:5 
Yarmouth  ... Бх 385 10:66 203 
Lancaster ia 366 10 13 12:6 
Leith ... p s 356 16°41 72:4 
Ayr .. УМР ius 282 ~ 1985 12 05 
Wakefield  ... "o 244 10°75 18:65 
King’s Lynn 140 15°54 — 
Stafford ae ps 171 13°37 264 
Nelson " 858 119 1019 245 
Redditch a ive 114 13°18 — 
Morley 87 928 84 10:87 18:6 
Mean ves re 12°57 252 
MaxiMUM DEMAND.— | 
Glasgow Т .. 6, 308 12 33 52:5 
Brighton без .. — 2,068 14:33 21:8 
Belfast je .. 1,308 7 93 525 
West Ham s 963 10 84 — 
Croydon im es 922 13:3 31:3 
Cardiff m see 729 1078 377 
South Shields... Mis 705 12:34 346 
Salford T" ia 700 11:68 — 
Wolverhampton 642 11 26 342 
Derb ß. 610 11:01 2511 
Hanley ній ii 634 1158 18 3 
Cheltenham ... ее 560 13°32 23 6 
Harrogate — ... is 470 13:29 320 
Leyton бе A 469 14°21 408 
Eastbourne... — 424 12 04 — 
Tunbridge Wells  ... 423 13:40 187 
Wimbledon e 367 20˙04 — 
Coventry ds 238 330 11:52 32:6 
Taunton ide ons 320 10 96 431 
Kingston os Vas 320 11:02 17:2 
Llandudno ... bts 316 8°72 379 
Lincoln 2 id 286 8 99 334 
Barnsley б ids 245 9:32 — 
Dewsbury  .. e" 235 11:31 25:9 
Canterbury ... bos 233 10:64 434 
Bury ss 05 224 1331 26 
Stockport vus 322 1246 54 
Barrow 5 кез 219 10:09 46 6 
Greenock Р м 210 8-57 — 
Shrewsbury ... - 136 9:69 — 
Eccles 554 ae 120 13 72 8:9 
Mean d 1179 33:0 


— — 


VVV 
oo MILL с 
S ＋ © 


TABLE I.— (continued). 
SLIDING SCALE.— 


Manchester ... .. 60,876 12:94 39:3 172 
Bristol 800 . 2,099 11 92 31:3 1:52 
Dublin d vs 675 9:82 111 1:285 
Hastings si oo 495 12°16 22°7 147 
Ealing E M" 472 14:55 21 2:25 
Wallasey — y 300 10:25 49:4 2:3 
Exeter $e 7 xe 280 11:33 — 2:07 
Mean  .. sia Y 11:85 29:13 1:802 
TABLE II. 
SuMMARY OF TABLE I. 

Load Year's lamp Price. 

factor. increase Cost. 
Flat Rate jns . 1175 26 1°88 
Maximum demand „ 1114 38°68 1708 . 
Sliding scale ma . 1219 23°79 1:852 


providing a traction or other special supply. The remaining 
115 being arranged and classified for reasons which will 
appear later asin Table I. 

The systems of charging in vogue among the under- 
takings examined have been classified as :— 

Flat Hate. —Comprising those in which a single price per 
unit is charged for lighting or a discount is given not based 
on the load factor value of the consumer. 

Sliding Scale, — Including the Hopkinson system and 
discounts based upon the number of units consumed per 
lamp wired, &c. i 

Магїтит Demand, and analogous systems. 


(To be concluded.) 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS TELEPHONES. 


ACTING on the advice and estimates of an engineer who is 
well known as an advocate of competitive telephony, the 
Tunbridge Wells Corporation started an exchange system, 
obtaining a loan of £10,000 for the purpose. The system 
became such a phenomenal success,“ that a new loan of 
£15,000 had to be asked for, and before the inquiry could 
be instituted £9,000 of it had to be spent. The situation, 
therefore, is that at the time of the inquiry £10,000 had 
been authorised, £19,000 had been spent, and, assuming the 
loan to be granted, £6,000 will be available for the imme- 
diate future. If the“ phenomenal success continues—and 
we see no reason why it should not—further loans will cer- 
tainly be required. 

In connection with the inquiry statements were prepared 
(p. 402 of our issue of 7th inst.) which, though really 
estimates, apparently conveyed the impression that they 
represented actual results. These statements showed that 
the enterprise was on a paying basis, and it was the purpose 
of the opponents to demonstrate the contrary. Most of the 
items of expenditure were attacked as ridiculously inade- 
quate or based on too sanguine estimates, but the crux of the 
question was recognised as being the estimated income 
and the lack of any allowance for depreciation. "The 
income was estimated in this way :—A certain 
number of lines have been in use for varying periods ; the 
iucome accrued was turned into an annual average per line. 
For the expenditure represented by the total loans a certain 
number of completed lines would be obtained. Multiplying 
the completed lines by the ascertained average earnings of 
the existing used lines gave a certain figure. The opponents 
called evidence to show that it would be impossible to employ 
all the constructed lines for revenue purposes, and that, 
therefore, the estimated revenue must be appreciably 
reduced. They also showed that depreciation must be 
reckoned with. "The reduction of the income on the one 
side, and the allowance for depreciation on the other side, 
turned the apparent profit into an obvious loss. 

The National Telephone Company have an exchange in 
the town. The advantage to that company of the cessation 
of the competition is so clear that no surprise need be felt 
that the advocates of the municipal enterprise regarded the 
opponents as simply “playing the game” of the National 
Company. 

To us it would веет that the question for the people of 
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Tunbridge Wells to consider is not what somebody else is 
going to gain or lose by the cessation of competition, but 
what they are themselves going to gain or lose by its con- 
tinuance. They may conclude that it is to the advantage 
of their community to carry on their enterprise at a direct 
loss in consideration of indirect benefits obtained. They 
may very reasongbly conclude that it is altogether too early 
to consider the question of profit, and that the more or less 
distant future will well repay any expenditure over income 
that may now, or in the immediate future, be called for. But 
whatever the situation may be it should be frankly stated and 
fairly faced. 

We turn now from the question as immediately affecting 
Tunbridge Wells, and consider it as regards municipal 
telephony in general. In the course of an able speech the 
Town Clerk said that they were asking one department 
of the Government for the means to carry out a duty placed 
on them by another Government department. If the loan 
were refused, the sooner the Telegraph Act (1899) was 
repealed the better. We consider the remark a perfectly 
permissible опе; but we think it well to point out that it is 
an over-statement. The Government did not impose a 
duty. They only gave a facility. It is not the duty of a 
municipality to enter upon telephone business. It is the 
duty of a municipality to take care that the interests of the 
ratepayers are safeguarded, and that any enterprise is entered 
upon on impartial and unprejudiced advice. It is the duty 
of a municipality to take care that an engineering question is 
dealt with in a sound engineering way, and that a financial 
question should be handled, not with the greatest óptimism, 
but rather with the greatest pessimism. To disregard 
depreciation in a developing business is simply to draw a 
bill on the future. The wheels are being worn by the pre- 
sent users, and the present users should pay for the wear. 
If they do not, they are receiving service below cost, 
and the attempt by any responsible official or member of a 
municipality to justify such unsound measures can only 
result in lowering the standard of municipal securities 
generally. . 

We have said that the Government in the Telegraph Act 
of 1899 did not impose a duty, but simply gave a faoility. 
Nevertheless, we have some sympathy with Mr. Cripps in 
his contention that encouragement was offered. It was very 
properly shown by Mr. Robb that in their own venture the 
Government had adopted a different policy. 

It is open tothe provincial centres to draw their own con- 
clusions from the Government methods in London. If they 
prefer to be influenced by specious arguments there will be a 
serious reckoning, and theirs is the responsibility. But it is 
questionable whether the Government should not be called upon 
to reconsider or re-affirm the policy represented by the Act of 
1899. If the Government deliberately determine to leave the 
telephoning of the provinces to the local bodies, then the 
time is near at hand when the municipalities will have to 
take up the question in a sober and serious spirit, under 
responsible expert advice and suitable Government super- 
vision. 

Tunbridge Wells is encouraged to incur a debt of £25,000 
with the comforting assurance that Glasgow, for the same 
purpose, is incurring a debt approaching ten times as much, 
both with the same technical adviser, and both undeniably 
under the impression that they are advancing the welfare 
of their communities, and promoting the interests of applied 
science. They have embarked in. the undertakings, and— 
whether men of Kent or men of Clyde, it matters not — 
having embarked, they will not readily turn back. It was 
urged before the Inspector at Tunbridge Wells that the 
refusal of the loan would mean the sacrifice of the amount 
already spent. We cannot admit the accuracy of the conten- 
tion, but if it were true, the retort of Mr. Thorn Drury is 
very applicable. He characterised the suggestion as the 
gambler's argument. We doubt if the gambler’s argument 
of the necessity of further tempting the fates is really so 
important as the element of local patriotism to the people 
concerned. 

To abandon the enterprise would be regarded as а severe 
blow to^the prestige of those who started it, and since it can 
be maintained by the simple expedient of raising further 
loaus, which the ratepayers of the future will have to defray, 
we вее по reason Lo anticipate any immediate cessation of 


hostilities in those localities where opposition has already 
commenced. It is but fair to those localities to remember 
that their opposition preceded the arrangement entered into 
by the Government as regards their own Exchange in 
London. Those municipalities which may hereafter 
embark on telephone enterprises, are differently situated. 
We consider that they will be in a position of grave 
responsibility if they undertake the work on such foundations 
as were brought to light in the course of the Local Govern- 
ment Board inquiry at Tunbridge Wells. 


CORRESPOND ENCE. 


500-Volt Shocks and Rail v. Road. 


The largest current taken by Mr. Trotter in his demon- 
stration was 35 milliamperes, so that even if his battery had, 
as you state, 500 ohms internal resistance, he must have had 
about 480 volts terminal D.P. It is surely rather hair- 
splitting to maintain that 4 per cent. difference renders the 
demonstration valueless. 

In your “ Electromobile Notes” there is a paragraph 
which, taken as it stands, appears to mean that railway 
motors have only half the efficiency of electromobile motors. 
As, however, the comparison is between trains running half- 
mile sections—so that by far the greater part of the energy 
is for acceleration—and motor cars running perhaps 50 
miles without a stop, its value is not very obvious. 

Taking your figures of 12 and 50 lbs. per ton for haulage 
as correct, and assuming motors of 85 per cent. efficiency, 
the energy consumption for haulage at steady speed is 
obviously as follows :— 


Railway train 28 watt-hours per ton-mile. 
Motor car . 116 » bs 


On short sections of line like those on the Central London, 
the energy consumption per ton-mile for a given schedule 
speed varies practically inversely as the square root of the 
length of the section, so that the absurdity of the com- 
parison which it is attempted to make is sufficiently obvious. 


William Casson. 
London, March 14th, 1902. 


[The comment upon shocks, from the pen of Mr. Casson, 
is wholly beside the point. We did not state that Mr. 
Trotter's battery had an internal resistance of 500 ohms; 
these figures referred to good-sized Leclanché's But what 
we do contend, and most strenuously so, is that a battery 
demonstration of this nature has no value; in fact, it might 
easily lead to lamentable results if those ignorant of the 
difference between a testing battery of 500 volts and a gene- 
rator of the same pressure, should attempt to emulate Mr. 
Trotter’s performances. 

It does not concern us that Mr. Trotter’s largest current 
was only 35 milliamperes; but we have a duty to perform in 
warning the reckless, the unwary, or the ignorant, against 
the current that kills. | 

Some 10 years ago the writer of a series of articles in the 
куку, entitled“ The Current that Kills,“ said:“ With 
the continuous current we find from medical sources that 
very rarely is a current of more than 200 to 250 milli- 
amperes administered direct to the body, and then only for 
destructive purposes, the current being carefully localised, 
vital organs avoided, and the patient placed under an 
anwsthetic. There have been cases on record where the cur- 
rent has been run up to 500 milliamperes, but there seems 
to be great hesitation on the part of the profession to pass 
such a current, even for the strictly localised destructive 
action referred to above. Mr. Perry and others have con- 
cluded that 1 ampere is always a fatal current. ба 
It is manifest that the fatal point lies somewhere close to the 
maximum allowed in medical work, for, of course, when 
desirous of reducing abnormal growths such as tumours, 
&c., by means of the destructive action of electricity, the 
greatest current compatible with safety is used. Half an 
ampere, therefore, seems to us nearer the mark than an 
ampere, and probably represents the fatal point with suth- 
cient closeness for the present." Further, the author does 
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not intend it to be understood that half an ampere would be 
fatal to everybody, nor, on the other hand, that a less quan- 
tity may not be fatal to some. 

Dr. Lewis Jones stated on page 769 of the ELECTRICAL 
Review for June 30th, 1893, that “it may still be accepted 
that the effect produced by the passage of a current through 
living tissues depends primarily upon the magnitude of the 
current as measured in amperes, which is made to traverse 
them, and upon its density or concentration therein." 

Now, Mr. Trotter could not very well receive a deadly 
shock from such a battery as he used, even if the skin 
resistance came down to 1,000 ohms, because with the added 
internal resistance the current passing would fall short of the 
dreaded } ampere, but the case would be very different with 
a 500-volt dynamo, and this difference between Mr. Trotter’s 
demonstrations and what may occur in everyday work ів 
what we endeavoured to point out, perhaps less clearly than 
we should have done. 

That Mr. Trotter should disclaim having anything to do 
with any conditions under which the resistance is less than 
13,000 ohms—see page 4 of his paper—or, for hand-to-hand 
resistance, less than 30,000 ohms, seems to make matters 
worse. Is а man usually expected to fall on his finger tips, 
or skate, as it were, on the edges of his soles, when stepping 
on the metals in “tube” or other railways? 

The values for resistance of the human body given in 
medical works, says Mr. Trotter, are of little use for the 
present purpose, for care is taken as a rule to facilitate the 
passage of the current; what, then, are we to think of ex- 
periments with currents, the greatest of which is not much 
more than a tenth of what is sometimes used in medical 
practice for curative purposes? Mr. Trotter's conditions 
are all abnormal, and therefore do not represent stern 
reality, but a letter which we publish from Mr. Neale may 
possibly have some practical bearing on the subject at issue, 
as also must Mr. Field’s written contribution to the discussion. 

Our correspondent has evidently not read the Notes, Rail 
v. Road,” in our last issue, very carefully. There is no such 
comparison between railway motors and electromobile motors: 
as he assumes. Motor cars running on common roads do 
not run 50 miles without a stop; when passing through 
towns and villages they are stopping for traffic every minute, 
and a run of 10 miles even in the open country is unusual, 
probably the stops are as frequent as on the electric railways. 
The figures he gives would still show about the same difference 
as given in our Notes. The current actually used on the 
Central Railway is over 48 watt-hours per ton-mile, and the 
25 watt-hours per ton-mile he gives would only show an 
efficiency of 58:3 per cent.; the difference of 41:7 per cent. 
must be accounted for by loss in conductors, transformers, 
and motor-generators, «с The latter part of our corre- 
spondent’s letter, whatever it may mean, is answered in our 
Notes, where equal speeds of the two systems only are 
compared.—Eps. ELEc. Rev. ] 


500-Yolt Electrice Shocks. 


In September, 1900, I was working at the C. & S. L. 
Railway generating station, Stockwell, and while adjusting 
the ** generator " brushes (which were sparking badly) of one 
of the motor-generators, my foot came in contact with one 
of the tying-down bolts, causing a dead short on the gene- 
rator, and burning both my hands so badly that I was 
unable to use them for over two months; it was six months 
before I had complete use of them. І was standing on a 
wooden platform and had got **dry boots " on, only having 
changed them about 15 minutes before the accident. The 
company had got rubber mats to each machine, but we only 
used them at the high tension, not thinking they were 
required at the low tension end. If Mr. Trotter doubts what 
I say, I would refer him to the Home Office. 

I might say that it was over four hours before I was able 
to go home, though everything was done for me by the 

electrician-in-charge. 


Wimbledon, March 15th, 1902. 


Geo, Neale. 


The writer of the article in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW on 
< 500-Volt Shocks has evidently overlooked the fact that 
Mr. Trotter, to prove that the current furnished by the 


batteries “was not a laboratory one,” lit up for some time 
a number of lamps in series, arranged on a board to form the 
letters I. E. E. - 

As these glow lamps would take a considerable current, I 
think that the writer's arguments about the laboratory 
nature of the experiments are nullified. 

Mortimer A. Codd. 
Harrow, March 18th, 1902. 


[See letter below for current:—Ens, Erec. Rev. | 
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You suggest that my experiments are unworthy of serious 
thought, as they cannot be considered the equivalent of what 
occurs in electric traction working with 500 volts where 
the generator has no internal resistance to take into con- 
sideration. | 

The largest current which I care to take is about 14 
milliamperes, hand to hand. The resistance under those 
conditions, at 500 volts, must be 500,000 — 14 = 
35,714 ohms, and if the current be taken from a large 
dynamo, the whole of this resistance is in the skin and body. 
But if the current be taken from a battery having an internal 
resistance of 5,952 ohms, the total resistance will- be 
41,666 ohms, and the current will be reduced to 12 milli- 
amperes (= 500,000 — 12). The difference in sensation 
would be hardly perceptible. 

But everybody who was present when my paper was read 
saw that during most of the experiments five lamps in series 
were burning brightly. These took about ;';th of an ampere. 
Before and after the experiments а bank of 25 lamps of 5-C. P. 
each, five in series and five in parallel, was turned on for a 
few seconds, and these lamps were brightly lighted. While 
I was sitting on the rails, the voltmeter showed 496 volta. 
The battery was, therefore, amply sufficient for the purpose. 

I will not enter into a discussion on questions of opinion, 
but I quote one sentence from the conclusion of my paper :— 
* The conditions under which serious shocks are not produced 
by 500 volts are discussed in the paper, and it is safe to 
assume that all shocks more serious than those which are 
recorded, are dangerous." 


8, Richmond Terrace, Whitehall. 
March 17th, 1902. 


Alex. P. Trotter. 


Electrical Power Schemes: A Comparison of Two Recent 
Papers. 


Pressure of work has prevented my making one or two 
observations on the interesting letter of Mr. P. M. Bennett 
in your issue of February 28th, and correcting what appears . 
to be a slight inaccuracy—viz., that the prices of cables 
quoted by Mr. Bennett were for two cables. The figures 
given in fig. 4 of my paper are certainly for %o line cables, 
but it is evident that Mr. Bennett has taken bis figures from 
fig. 3, which relate to one line cable and makes a considerable 
difference in the costs. The results were that 15,000 volts 
was the most economical voltage for a cable transmitting 
1,000 KW., 10,000 to 12,000 volts for a cable transmitting 
600 Kw., and 7,000 volts for a cable transmitting 300 Kw. 

Mr. Bennett has fallen into the very common error of 
assuming that my load factor of 38 per cent. was the load 
factor of the generating station. That is not so; the 
paper dealt only with the line and sub-station, the load 
factor being that of a particular sub-station. It is evident 
that the load factor of the numerous sub-stations must vary 
within wide limits; some may have an 8 per cent. load 
factor, others might attain 50 per cent., depending upon the 
nature of the consumers’ demands within the area supplied 
by this sub-station. І arrived at 38 per cent. by taking a 
group of four large works within the area of supply of one 
of the power schemes, and after numerous observations 
on the working conditions, concluded that if these works 
were driven electrically and supplied from one sub-station, 
the load faetor on the sub-station would be over 40 per 
cent. I reduced this to 34 per cent., as it represented a 
rough mean between that and a tramway load factor of 35 
per cent., thus without impairing the value of the results 
obtaining figures applicable over a wider range. 

In support of my figures, I may cite the case of the only 


power scheme yet in operation supplying through sub- 
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stations. The load factor on the main generaling station is 
over 40 per cent., but as some of the sub-stations supply 
practically a city lighting load, their load factor may be in 
the region of 10 per cent. It therefore follows that some 
of the other sub-stations must have a load factor in the 
region of 50 per cent., which is likely, where the supply is 
to engineering and shipbuilding works running a double 
shift. | 

It will be seen, therefore, that my figure of 38 per cent. 
із not unreasonable, while I could hardly be considered loyal 
to the interests which I represent were I to take the least 
favourable load factor. 1 

While on the question of load factors, the following 
figures, taken at random from my card index, may prove 
intereating :— 

A Lancashire cotton mill... . 29 per cent. load fa^tor. 

. An engineering works single shift 23 7 m 

n n double ». 42 » » 
Another n ” ) 355 +) — ED 
A jobbing printer ... ee 15 ii ii 

The cotton mill had a mean load which was 90 per cent. 
of the maximum, but only worked 32 per cent. of all the 
hours in a year. 

In neither of the above cases relating to engineering 
works was the night shift as large as the day shift; had it 
been a complete double shift the load factor would be well 
over 50 per cent. 

The load factor of individual consumers may not often be 
very good, and the diversity factor becomes of very great 
importance. І аш inclined to agree with Mr. John Е. C. 


Snell, who said, during the discussion on my paper, that 


power companies will get a good load factor due, not to the 
high load factor of individual consumers, but to the diverse 
nature of their demands. If that is really found to be the 
case, then the load factor of individual consumers will not 
be a matter of importance to the supply authority, and 
tariffs based on the load factor of the consumer, such as the 
demand indicator system, may want modification. This may 
haze been Mr. Gibbings's experience at Bradford, or, at least, 
паб he anticipated, when he initiated the very low tariff of 
Id. per unit, level rate, which is, I believe, lowest of any 
supply price in the country, lower even than the power com- 
panies, for load factors less than 40 per cent. 
Andrew Stewart. 


Distribution Cables for Three-Phase Working. 

The advice given in the footnote to my letter in your 
last issue seems to me, under the circumstances, scarcely 
logical. 

The original article on January 10th was unsigned, and 
therefore appeared upon your editorial responsibility ; the 
points upon which I desired information were therein stated 
very definitely and strongly, namely, that the jointing was 
simple, and that the conductors were not cut at the con- 
sumers' boxes. 

As, no doubt, you satisfied yourselves upon these points 
before endorsing the claims, and as you manifestly desired to 
benefit the industry by bringing the improvements forward 
publicly, I am at a loss to know why there should be any 
hesitation in stating the method in which the work is 
carried out. 

I, therefore, think that the proper place for the explana- 
tion to be given is in your columus, as it is there that the 
subject was first given publicity, 

М. К. 

[We are sorry our correspondent is dissatisfied with our 
suggestion; we regret, however, that we are at present 
debarred from giving details regarding the method of joint- 
ing, as the devices in question are not yet fully covered by 
patents. — Eps, ELEC. REv.] 


Tunbridge Wells Telephones. 

In your report of the Tunbridge Wells telephone inquiry 
there seems to be a difference in the figures given by Mr. 
Bennett and the borough accountant. 

The former, in answer to a question, page 400, says: 
* The number of subscribers is 380.“ The town accountant, 
on the other hand, in his statement, says: “ 533 revenue- 
earning lines." 

What might be the explanation of this, do you think ? 

Npectator. 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


The thanks of your readers are certainly due to Mr. 
White for the very entertaining contributions he has made 
to your columns on the above subject. 

As Mr. White is still sceptical about the accuracy of Mr. 
Poole's equation, perhaps the following method of arriving 
at it may explain the presence of figure * 4." Mr. Poole's 
formule enable the approximate commercial efficiency of a 
motor to be obtained without running it at full load, the 
assumption being made that all the losses are constant from 
no load to full load. 


Now, commercial efficiency = ор. or, put in another 
| input 
way, commercial efficiency = „5 А 
! output 4- losses 
output 


Commercial efficiency = —-— „„ 

_ output + field loss + armature 

С? r loss + core, eddy current, 
windage and friction losses. 


If Mr. White agrees so far, the rest is easy. Putting the 
thing into symbols, let— 
Cy = field shunt current. 
Сі = armature current, motor running light. 
. © = full load armature current. 
E = supply volts. 


output of motor in watts. 
armature resistance. | 
w = core, eddy current, windage and friction losses in 
watts. 

FFF 
WHEE + Cr+’ 
avre err 

This is an adfected quadratic equation in c, and is easily 
solved by the rules for quadratics given in any elementary 
book on Algebra. 

Arranging the terms in proper order we get :— 
HU. е 


nre ? 


?" T 


Commercial efficiency — 


C 


с? — 
`3 
and adding чл to both sides of the equation to make the 


left-hand side a perfect square, we have 


EC pg y? 
"Ue TU T us r 
Taking the square root of both sides of the equation we 
have 


у + ow 


i ass ME 4r(W uw) 


с — 
2y 2r : 


and finally we get 


F 


У 2r 
H. W. W. Dix. 
Cheddar, March 14th, 1902. 
PARLIAMENTARY. ` 


NORTHUMBERLANDIELECTRIC PowER FILL. 
~ (Continued from page 415.) 


Mn. BROWNE was recalled to give further evidence with regard to 
the estimate he had made that there would be an immediate 
demand for 3,500 Kw. of energy. Не said that taking an average of 
four 8-c.P. lights per house, he considered there would be a demand 
for lighting purposes of 2,400 kw. The Northern Counties Com- 
pany had a system of penny-in-the-slot meters, and electricity was 
used in the very poorest houses. In no case was the charge for gas 
lesa than 3s , and a large proportion of the houses, about ‘ths, had no 
gas. The Northern Counties Company was promoting a Bill for the 
establishment of an electric tramway service, and he anticipated 
that 1,000 kw. would be required for those tramways. The promoters 
had been approached by six colliery companies who wanted a 
supply of electricity for various purposes. The supply was in 
most cases needed for lighting, and in others the supply was 
required for tramways, but in some cases it would be used 
for pumping. Не estimated that those collieries would 
take 4,800 kw. which would be used underground. The date 
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of the meeting at which the promoters resolved to procced with 
the Bill was April 4th, 1901, but they had been considering the 
scheme since the previous August. 

In cross-examination by Mr. PEMBER, WirNESS said he thought 
that electricity for domestic lighting would be cheaper than gas at 
3s. per 1,000 ft. They had not settled with the colliery owners as 
to the price they were to pay. The colliery owners had not abso- 
lutely asked for 4,800 kw., but they had stated their requirements. 

Replying to the CHaIBMAN, WiTNESS said electricity obtained 
for 1d. from a slot meter would last 54 hours. 

Mr. RipLtEY WRHOBAN, of the Ashington Collieries, which are the 
largest collieries in Northumberland, said he thought they would be 
able to take 1,250 Н.Р. 

Mr. CLEMENT WILSON FAIRWEATHER, joint engineer with Mr. 
Browne, of the Northern Counties Electricity Supply Company, 
eaid that company had a prospect of a considerable amount of busi- 
ness over the area for which they had already obtained provisional 
orders. They were applying for nine orders in Durham and five 
in Yorkshire. An agreement had been entered into by the 
Northern Counties Company with the promoters of the Bill before 
the Committee, to take a supply of electricity in bulk. His 
company had adopted the penny-in-the-slot system in Blyth. 
They had installed 49 meters in cottages in four months. In 
Durbam and other places they had put in over 180 meters that year. 
They were making arrangements for a large demand which they 
anticipated; having now 500 meters on order. The consumer 
received ith of a unit for every 1d., which was sufficient to light 
an 8-c.P. lamp for 53 hours. The company paid the whole cost of 
the installation, and on an average they received at Blyth £2 128. 
& year from each user of the alot meters. 

Further witnesses were called bearing out the evidence given by 
Mr. Browne and Mr. Fairweather, and the case was then closed for 
the promoters of the Northumberland Electric Bill. 

The promoters of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Bill 
then proceeded to call their witnesses. 

Mr. Cuas. MERZ, consulting engineer at the company’s supply 
station at Wallsend, said he thought the best way of securing a 
cheap supply of electrical energy was to take it as far as possible 
from one station. It would be an advantage to outlying districts 
to take their supply from a station where the cost had been already 
reduced to alow figure. He proceeded to give a history of what 
his company had done already. If the extended area they asked 
for was granted, their generating stations would be practically in 
the centre of their district, and their long cables would only have to 
supply a comparatively small amount of energy. "With an agree- 
ment made with the Durham Company and the added area they were 
now asking for, their whole system of supply would unite the three 
elements of economic production. Economic production de- 
pended, first on the size of the generating station, and, secondly, 
the load factor had to be considered, and with the extended 
area his company would have not only an_ increased 
load factor, but a higher diversity factor. The third element was 
the compactness of the area supplied, and from that point of view 
his company, by commencing with a high load density, would te 
in а position to at once supply the district at a very low price 
indeed. This company having already a “fat” district, would be 
able to serve very much better a “lean” district than a company 
which dealt with the “lean” district only. The addition of the 
“ lean district would be no disadvantage to the “fat ” district, but 
would be an enormous benefit to the new area. They would be in 
a position to supply energy far more rapidly than a company 
coming new to the district, and could supply energy immediately, 
and offer it at a very low price. The present Bill had really 
originated at the request of would-be consumers. They had arranged 
to supply manufacturers with polyphase motors having a consider- 
able advantage over continuous current motors. A site bad been 
obtained for erecting a new and enlarged generating station, and 
for that purpose they had purchased 13 acres of ground. The 
stations, at first, would have a capacity of 2,500 H.P., but if they 
got the new area asked for, it would be increased to 5,000 н.р. 
Daring the last nine months their charges had been very much 
reduced, and that showed that the amount of output had a great deal 
to do with the cheapness of production. Ifthe Bill passed, the supply 
given by them in a month would be chiefly to colliery owners, and in 
order to induce them to take a supply, a very low price would have to 
be quoted. He had formed an estimate of the amount of energy which 
they would be called upon to supply immediately, and he must say 
the figures given to the Committee by the other side were very 
much exaggerated. Collieries had already a large amount of plant, 
and it was not likely they would at once change their machinery 
and adopt electricity throughout the works, however great the 
advantages offered ; and even if they did, prices were too high. If 
a company succeeded in getting orders for 2,000 or 3,000 H P. within 
two or three years they would do well It was impossible for a 
company which had only that demand to supply the energy as 
cheaply as a company which was already established ana could 
supply it from an existing generating station. It was proposed to 
have the three-phase system. Thcir present voltage was 6,000, 
which would be transformed for the purpose of the new area to 
30,000. It would again be reduced by sub-stations when it had 
reached the area of distribution. The company would be able to 
give direct current if wanted for tramways. The prices charged by 
his company in Newcastle compared very favourably with those 
cbarged by the other company in Newcastle. It was said the 
maximum prices in the Northumberland Power Bill were lower 
than those in his company's Bill; but as a matter of fact, the prices 
to be paid by the consumers to the distributor would not be 
regulated by the maximum in the Bill. 

In cross-examination, WirNESS admitted that when they had a 
Bill before Parliament in 1900 he stated that the district north 


of his present area was an agricultural one, and there was no one 
worth supplying. 

Mr. MERZ was cross-examined at considerable length by Mr. 
Baggallay; and said it was true the County of Durham Company, 
with which his company had a draft agreement, had already com- 
panies in Gateshead, Jarrow, and Durham, which were affiliated, 
and the position between those companies was analogous to the 
relations between the Northumberland Electric Power Company 
and the Northern Counties Company. His company would supply 
energy in bulk to the Durham Company. His company sold 
1,400,000 units of electricity in Newcastle last year, but the total 
amount they sold was up to 3,000,000 units. His company supplied 
the Walker Company at a charge of 6 per cent. on the capital 
expenditure at the generating station used by them, plus the average 
cost of generation per unit. 

Dr. MEnz, the chairman of the Newcastle Supply Company, was 
called, and said that the Walker Gas Company was charged the 
actual cost of the electricity, and added to that a charge of 6 per 
cent. upon the capital which was represented in the generating 
station. That worked out last year at practically 07d. for cost and 
0:7d. for interest, but, at the present moment, it had been reduced to 
0:35d. for cost and 0:35d. for interest. 

Мг. W. Млрсех, опе of the directors of the County of Durham 
Electrical Supply Company, said his company had been negotiating 
with the Newcastle Supply Company with a view of getting a supply 
of electricity in bulk from them. The Durham Company had a rich 
dense load on the south side of the Tyne, close to the river, and it 
was in view of that density that they went to Pailiament in 1900 for 
power to conatruct stations to supply the concentrated load. To 
get over the period of construction, it would bea great advantage to 
have a supply from the Newcastle Company. His company would 
take 1,000 Kw. at a charge of £3 10s. per year per kilowatt demanded. 
In addition to the standing charge, they would pay 0 35d. per unit 
taken. He expressed the opinion that the Newcastle Company 
would be able to give a cheaper supply than the Northumberland 
Power Company. 

Several witnesses who are customers of the Newcastle Company 
were called, and spoke to the satisfactory nature of the supply. 

Мт. FERRANTI was called and examined as to the merits of the 
rival schemes, and expressed the opinion that the Northumberland 
Power Company had not a very good chance of succeeding, because 
their suggested district was a poor and scattered one, and they had 
not that advantage of a concentrated and valuable district along the 
Tyneside. He thought the power company would not for a long 
time be able to get their cost down to that of the Newcastle Supply 
Company. 

Mr. PEMBER addressed the Committee for the promoters of the 
Newcastle Electric Supply Bill, and said there could be no doubt 
that the Newcastle Supply Company had done more in the last few 
years than any other of the great electric companies in the whole 
of the United Kingdom. There was no company they could com- 
pare with it in point of rapidity of development. He was not 
aware that the company’s new area was not so far to the north as 
that of the Power Company, but there was no reason why the dis- 
trict should not be further extended. His company’s arrangement 
with the Durham Company showed that not only were they at work 
thoroughly in their own district, but that they were at work on such 
a scale аз toenable them tosupply power at a low rate outside. He 
thought that the worst that was suggested of the agreement was that 
the price amounted to 60, or he would putit at 80 if they liked, 
decimals of 1d. But that, he contended, would give the Durbam 
Company a chance of distributing the energy at a profit to them- 
selves, and at a reasonable price to the consumers. With their plant 
of such a character as it was, the Supply Company, by reason of the 
area and scale on which they conducted their operations, could do 
two things. First, they could offer electricity at an exceptionally 
low price, which was proved not only by the low prices at which 
they offered energy to the Durham Company, but by the price at 
which they supplied their customers; and, secondly, they could 
meet any demand which they might expcct from their present district 
or from any other. They had brought down the cost of production to 
0:35d., and the reduction in the last nine months represented no less 
than 50 per cent., the sole reason for that being the increased out- 
put, and that showed the value of a large and productive district. 
He wished the Committee to consider the financial position of the 
Supply Company. They had expended £500,000, and had alrcady 
a reserve fund of £75,000. Their new £5 shares were issued at £7, 
and were now worth £8 15s. in the market, and he would like to 
know if they thought any company could be in a better position to 
raise fresh capital? In order to justify their position, it was 
necessary for the Power Company to place before the Committee 
very large estimates of the amount. of energy which would be 
required, and their engineers did that. They informed the Com- 
mittee that a generating station having a capacity of 8,500 xw., 
represented an enormous output during the year, which was by way 
of showing the Committee that the demand would be such as to 
make a low price possible. But no colliery had told the Power 
Company wbat amount of energy it would take. The estimates 
were vague, and based on no information at all. The immediate 
demand, he believed, would be comparatively small, but as an 
addendum to the Supply Company's present demand, it would 
become part of a large aud lucrative business, well established, and the 
consumer in the new district would be able to share the advantage of 
the low price enjoyed by the consumers in the Supply Company's 
present district. He thought it was perfectly easy to see the 
advautage to the new district, but it was not quite so easy to make 
people understand that the old district would also benefit. There 
would be, however, a distinct advantage to the latter. 
The Supply Company would get as an addition to their 
load factor, whatever demand there was from the new 
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district, and that increase in the load factor would enable them to 
sell to everybody at a lower price than before. Until they reached 
100,000 H.P., which he did not think would be for years, they could 
go on cheapening production. If the Committee passed the Power 
Bill, one of the two things must happen; either there must be 
higher prices in the new district, or should the Power Company 
charge low prices, it would mean commercial failure. 

The CHAIRMAN said it must be remembered that the Power 
Company had stated that they were prepared to compete with the 
Supply Company in the new area. 

Mr. РЕмвЕВ faid he did not think that would be advisable. He 
had never known Parliament to pass the Bills of two supply com- 
panies for one district. It was not that he was afraid of the Power 
Company. If both Bills were passed he knew which would be 
carried out, and the one which would not, would not be his. 

Mr. BacaGarray, K.C., on behalf of the Northumberland Power 
Company, said that as far as the promoters of the Power Bill were 
concerned, they were quite prepared to accept competition. If 
their case was right that the district could best be supplied by the 
consumers supplying themselves, they bad no reason to fear the 
competition of the Supply Company. On the other haud, if the 
Supply Company were right in their conjecture that owing to their 
having large works already established in Newcastle, they could 
better supply the new area sooner and cheaper, so much the better 
for the consumers who promoted tbe Power Bill. Their object was 
to get a cheap supply for the district. The Power Bill was promoted 
by important substantial gentlemen in the district, and nearly all 
of them were locally interested. They had got works already going at 
Blyth capable of carrying on a fair business while new works were 
being erected. If the case put forward by the Supply Company 
was correct, the logical meaning was tbat the right thing to do was 
to go on extending gigantic undertakings uutil eventually there 
was only one power station for all Englaud. 

The Committee having deliberated in private for a short time, 
the CHAIRMAN announced that the Committee were of opinion that 
the preamble of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Bill was 
proved, subject to there being a clause in it similar to the one in 
last year's Yorkshire Bill, and subject to the consideration of prices 
get forth in the schedule. They were of opinion that the preamble 
of the Northumberland Power Bill was not proved. 

The clauses were then approved, and the Bill was ordered to be 
reported to the House. 


MIDDLESEX County CouNciL Tramways. 


Mr. E. Wasow's Select Committee of the House of Commons, on 
llth inst., commenced the consideration of the Middlesex County 
Council Bill, which deals with the tramways in the county. 
Amongst the opponents were the Ealing Borough Council, repre- 
sented by Mr. Glen; the Twickenham, Heston and Isleworth 


Urban District Council, represented by Mr. Morton Smith; the 


Acton Urban District Council, represented by Messrs. Hutchinson 
and Neilson ; the Hendon Council, represented by Mr. Oliver; the 
Chiswick Urban District Council, represented by Mr. Vesey Knox; 
the Wood Green Urban District Council, represented by Mr. Forbes 
Lankester; and the Tottenham Urban District Council. 

Lord Ковент CECIL, K.C., who with Mr. Moon appeared for the 
promoters, said that the substantial object of the Bill was to enable 
the County Council in certain circumstances to purchase by agree- 
ment the tramways in the County. ‘he objections raised generally 
by the local authorities were that such a proposal interfered with 
the general law, and that it would be an injury to the local 
authorities. He submitted, however, that the circumstances of 
Middlesex were of a special character, for this had several times 
been recognised by Parliament, who had treated it differently from 
other Counties. The population bad immensely iucreased of 
late years owing to the growth cf the suburban parts of London, 
and increased means of communication with London were urgently 
needed. The County Council had been constituted the light 
railway authority, and had obtained powers to construct a number 
of light railways; but they had no powers under the Tramways 
Act, and were unable, even although ail parties agreed, to take over 
tramways. The light railways which had been sanctioned would 
form connections with existing or authorised tramways, and were 
intended eventually to form part of a general system of inter- 
communication, and it was expedient that the County Council 
should either solely, or in conjunction with the local authorities, 
exercise control over the system, and that they should, under certain 
circumstances, become tbe owners of the tramways. Therefore it 
was proposed under the Bill that the County Council should be co i- 
stituted a local authority within the meaning of, and for certain 
purposes of the Tramway Act, 1870, and with the following powers:— 
First, to buy tramways compulsorily in certain circumstances, and 
subject to the conditions imposed by Sec. 43 of the Act; secondly, 
to purchase by agreement under Sec. #4; and thirdly, to deal with 
tramways by way of leasing them after they had acquired them 
under Sec. 19 of the Act. 

Mr. J. biawoop, M.P., chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
of the County Council, was called in support of the Bill, and said 
that the County Council had no desire to interfere with the existing 
rights of the local authorities. They simply wanted powers which 
they could exercise with the consent of tbe local authorities. He 
considered that the question of facilities for intercommunication 
between London and Middlesex wasa most important one, and tbat 
it wasa means by which the housing problem could be solved. 
There were 35 local authorities in the county, of whom eight were 
opposing the Pill. 

In cress-examination, WITNESS admitted that the rateable value 
of the local authorities opposing was about one-third of the whole 


rateable value of the county. They had entered into an agreement 
with the London United Tramways Company, under which they 
bound themselves not to promote any tramways in the southern 
portion of the county, and to oppose schemes other than those of 
the United Tramway Company, and this would give a monopoly to 
the company in the southern portion of the county till 1919, while 
the County Council would have a monopoly in the northern part. 
They did not intend to work the tramways themselves. 

Mr. Ілттгев, K.C., was called and gave evidence of a similar 
nature to the last witness. 

Sir ALEX. BiNNIE, late chief engineer of the London County 
Council, expressed his opinion that is was important that the County 
Council should have control of the tramways in Middlesex just as 
the London County Council had control of those in London. 

The Committee adjourned. 


On the resumption of the proceedings on 12th inst. Mr. Moon said 
it was proposed to insert a clause in the Bill which would make it 
clear to everyone what were the intentions of the County Council. 
At present Clause 2 was as follows:—'' Subject to the provisions of 
this Act the Council shall from and after the passing of this Act, be 
deemed to be a local authority, and the County of Middlesex shall 
be deemed to be the district of such local authority within the 
meaning and for the purposes of Sec. 19 (‘local authority may lease 
or take tolls’), Sec. 43 (‘future purchase of undertaking by local 
authority), of Sec. 44 (‘ power of sale’), of the Tramways Act, 1870, 
in relation to any tramways authorised or to be authorised in the 
said county by any Act passed or provisional order confirmed by 
Parliament before or after the passing by Parliament of this Act 
with which those sections, or any of them, are, with or without modi- 
fication, incorporated, and the Council may (subject as aforesaid) 
exercise in respect of such tramways the powers vested in local 
authorities by those sections, with such modifications as aforesaid, if- 
any, accordingly." It was proposed to add to that clause the fol- 
lowing :—“ Provided always that the powers by this Act conferred 
upon the Council with respect to the purchase of tramways shall 
only be exercised with the consent, in writing, of the local authority 
of the district in which the tramways proposed to be purchased are 
situate.” 

Considerable discussion took place amongst the counsel repre- 
senting the various local authorities opposing, and Mr. VESEY Knox 
argued that no good cause hid been shown why the ordinary law 
should be changed. 

After the Committee had consulted in private, the CHAIBMAN 
announced that they had found the preamble proved. 

It was intimated that the opponents would not further contest 
the clauses at that stage, and the Bill was ordered to be reported 
for third reading. 


METROPOLITAN DisrRICT RAILLWAX BILL. 


THE Standing Orders Committee have reported that, with regard to 
the additional provision asked for by the promoters of this Bill, 
Standing Orders should be dispensed with, and that the parties be 
permitted to introduce their additional provisions if the Committee 
before whom the Bill will come think fit. Amongst the things 
sought for m the new provision is the confirmation of the award 
of the Board of Trade as to the system of electric traction to be 
used on the District and the Mctropolitan Railways. 


LoN DON County COUNCIL TRAMWAYS AND IMPROVEMENTS BILL. 


THE Standivg Orders Committee of the House of Commons has 
reported that the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed with and 
the parties be permitted to proceed with their Bill, provided that 
powers to construct Tramways Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6a, 6^, 8, 9, 10, 12 
and 13 be struck out of the Bil. Amongst the proposed tramways 
which will thus have to be dropped this session area line from Stoke 
Newington to Hackney; one from St. Pancras to Marylebone; one 
from Marylebone to Paddington; a line from Paddington to Maida 
Vale; from Bridge Road, Chelsea, to Grosvenor Road, Westminster; 
from Vauxhall Bridge Road to Grosvenor Road; a line from Putney 
to The Grove, Clapham Common; one from Streatham High Road, 
terminating at the county boundary; а long line wholly in Green- 
wich; one commencing in Greenwich and terminating in Charlton ; 
and опе from Deptford to Lewisham High Street. 


CORNWALL ELECTRIC POWER BILL. 


Tun Cornwall Electric Power Bill came before the Chairman of 
Ways aud Means in the House of Commons as an opposed meaaure. 
The Bill incorporated the Cornwall Electric Power Company, with 
acapital of £450.000 aud the usual borrowing powers, and the area 
of supply scheduled is practically the whole of the County of Corn- 
wall. Two generating stations are proposed to be erected. The 
Bill was ordered to be reported for third reading. 


ERDINGTON Tramways, 


Tuts Bill, which empowers the Urban District Council of Erdington 
to construct and make tramways, came before the Chairman of Ways 
and Means аз an unopposed measure on Thursday last week. In the 
estimates accompanying the Bill, £52,500 is set forth for the 
purchase of Jand and construction of tramways, and £50,498 for 
tramway purposes. The Bill was ordered to be reported for third 
reading 1п the House on Commons, 
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MANCHESTER AND SALFORD TRaMways. 


Os 13th inst. a Select Committee of the House of Commons, under 
the chairmansbip of Col. Bowles, commenced the consideration of 
two important Bills, viz., the Salford Corporation Bill and the 
Manchester Corporation Tramways Bill The Bills, which were 
taken together, raise a somewhat novel point with regard to muni- 
cipal tramways, viz., the constitution of a joint board of control. 
The Salford Bill asks for power to construct tramways, &с, and to 
allow the Corporation running powers over the Manchester Cor- 
poration's tramways, and provides for the constitution of a joint 
board, to consist of representatives of the two Corporations, for thie 
working of the two tramway systems. On the other baud, 
the Manchester Corporation Bill seeks to empower the Cor- 
poration to purchase the Manchester Carriage and Tramways 
Company's tramway, which is in the township of Broughton 
and the Borough of Salford. The promoters also seek to 
extinguish the right of the Salford Corporation to purchase 
such line, or, failing the obtaining of such a power, tbat the Salford 
Corporation should have running powers over the line. Mr. Balfcur 
Browne, K.C., Mr. Freeman, К.С. Mr. Moon, and Mr. Roe Rycroft 
were for the Salford Corporation; Mr. Pember, К.С., Mr. Lewis 
Coward, K. C, and Mr. G. Rhodes for the Manchester Corporation ; 
Mr. Hutchinson for the Swinton and Pendlebury Urban District 
Council; and Mr. Forbes Lankester for the Stretford Urban District 
Council. 

Mr. BaLrour BROWNS, in opening the case for the Salford Cor- 
poration, said the first tramways were constructed in Manchester 
and Salford in 1877, when, although Corporations could acquire 
tramways, they were not allowed to work them unless they failed to 
get a tramway company to lease them. At that time tbe whole of 
the tramways in the two boroughs were lcased to the Manchester 
Carriage and Tramways Company. The Standing Order was 
repealed, and in 1896 both Corporations applied to Parliament for 
powers to work the tramwavs in their respective districts when the 
company's lease fell in. The Carriage Company at the same time 
applied for power to Parliument to electrically equip their tram- 
ways, but the Bill was opposed by both Corporations and rejected, 
while each Corporation got powers to work the tramways themselves. 
Manchester ha had gone forward, and had agreed with a number of the 
outside local authorities to work the tramways. At present the state 
of things had reached a public scandal, for the cars of each Corporation 
stopped when the boundary was reached, and passengers had to 
change from one car to another. What Salford wanted, and what 
the public desired, was through communication between the 
two boroughs from one end to the other, and in order to secure 
that they proposed to set up the machinery of a joint board. How 
that board should be constituted was to be determined by a scheme 
to be drawn up by the Board of Trade. He did not suppose 
Salford would get equal representation, but he thought if such a 
board was formed there would no longer be hostile interests. A 
standing arbitrator was, however, under the Bill to be appointed to 
settle any matters in dispute. He thought that running powers 
only would not meet the ‘case, but that there must be a joint 

soard. 

Mr. Evans, the Town Clerk of Salford, was called, and bore out 
counsel's statement. 

Mr. CowaRp said the position of the Manchester Corporation was 
that if Salford had running powers over the Deansgate lire, and 
Manchester running powers on the Bury New Road, any question 
regarding rent aud conditions should go іо а Board of Trade 
arbitrator, and that would meet all the requirements of the case. 

Mr. PEMBER suggested that if the proposal for a joint beard was 
withdrawn, а resumable modus vivendi between the two Corporations 
might be arrived at. 

Mr. FREEMAN declined to withdraw this proposal, but was 
willing that the joint board should go if he could arrange terms 
with Manchester. 

The Committee decided to adjourn, to give the two parties a 
chance of coming to some agreement. 


On the resumption of the proceedings оп 14th inst. Mr. BALFOUR 
Browne said that unfortunately no agreement bad been arrived at. 
He was not wedded to a joint bourd, and if any machinery 
could be invented by which Salford got through communication, he 
was prepared to accept it. Salford proposed that there should be 
an interchange of through traffic upon such routes and upon such 
terms and conditions as might be agreed upon, or failing agreement 
as should be settled by the Board of Trade. This was not acceptable 
to Manchester, but Manchester offered running powers over certain 
lines for through cars only, and in exchange wanted running powers 
over twolines. Part of their offer was that each Corporation was to 
maintain and electrically equip the tramways in its own district ; 
the price of electric current in cach case not to excecd that paid by 
the operating Corporation in its own district. 

Mr. PrMbER said the only real requirement was communication 
between Salford and Manchester, and that the ofter of the Man- 
chester Corporation weuld bring about. There was no through 
traffic worth having to places beyond Manchester. 

Further evidence was then called. 

Mr. T. T. Crook, M. I. C. E., consulting engineer to the Manchester 
Tramways and Carriage Company, said his company worked about 
154 miles of tramways, of which 23 miles were ia Salford. The 
Manchester Corporation worked about 150 miles of tramways, and 
Balford about 50 miles. He advocated the establishment of à tram- 
way Board for Lanchester and Salford. 

Mr. D. Boye, chairman of the Tramways Committee, was the 
first witness called on behalf of the Manchester Corporation, and 
described the tramway system and the negotiations which had taken 
place with the Salford Corporation. The Manchester Corporation 


had carefully considered the joint board scheme, and had come to 
the conclusion that it was an impossible suggestion. 
The Committee again adjourned. 


On resuming on Monday, Mr. Boy was cross-examined by Mr 
Moon for the Salford Corporation. Не said he objected to a joint 
tramway board on many greunds, as, iu his opinion, no othe: 
authority than the Manchester Corporation ought to be allowed to 
have control of the tramway service in the city. They were under 
statutory obligation to do the work, and also under an obl: eation 
not to sub-let, and he did not know that they could be relieved 
from that by handing the syetem over to a joiut board. Manchester 
recognised tbat there were public requirements on the part of 
Salford, which would be met by giving ruunirg powers into the 
centre of Manchester, and that they were ready to agree to. 

Mr. Alderman Hoy, the Lord Mayor of Manchester, gave similar 
evidence. He said that as to giving through routes between the 
two systems at present, they did not know what was practicable 
and what was nof, and before making any change, he thought it 
would be desirable to wait until electric traction had been iutro- 
duced on all the routes, and until its possibilities had been estab- 
lished. He objected to a joint board, because it would superscde 
the action of the municipal authority. 

In cross-examination, WITNEss said the Manchester Corporation 
did not object to a through service; all they did was to point out 
the impossibility of giving such a service uncer present conditior х. 

After a consultation between counsel, Mr. Cowanp submitted the 
following clause on behalf of Manchester, which he said he thouzbt 
would meet the requirements of the case: —“ The Board of Trade 
are hereby authorised, on the application of either Corporation, to 
consider and determine if, aud to what extent there Shall be an 
interchar.ge of through traffic between Manchester and Salford, and 
if so to settle the routes, terms, and conditions thereof.” 

Mr. Moon suggested a clause commencing, ‘There shall be an 
interchange of through trafic upon such routes, terms, aud cou- 
ditions as may be agreed upon.” 

Mr. Cowan said be could not accept such a peremptory clause. 

Eventually, after discussing iu private, Mr. Preiser said the 
following clause had been agreed upon between himself aud Mr. 
Balfour Browne:—“There shall be an interchange of through 
traflic, so far as reasonable, upon such routes or portions of routes, 
and upon such terms and conditions as may be аџтеса upon, er 
failing agreement, as shall be settled by the Board of Trade.” 
The Committee then adjourned in order that the question might be 
definitely adjusted between the partics. 


—u— — ee 


LONDON UNITED Tramways BILL. 


Mn. CaxrION, опе of the Examiners of Stauding Orders, had the 
above Bill before him on Monday on a questiou of conipliauce with 
the nceessary Parliamentary requirements. The ball proposes the 
const ruct ion of a series of tramways through portions of Hammer- 
smith, Barnes, Richmond, the Maldens and Wimbledon. The idea 
of the extersions is to link up the varicus tramways, Jicht railways 
aud proposed tube railways in the districts which have already 
received the sancticn of Parliament, and which will have a road mile- 
ave of nearly ICO mules, Mr. A. Patt, representing Messrs. Sherwood 
aud Co., Parliamentary agents, who appeared for the promoters, 
produced the consents of the local ard read authorities to all tlic 
propcsed extensions except four Nos. 1, 2, З and 8. Those 
tections would accordingly be withdrawn for the present. Tlie 
estimated cost of construction of the remaining exteneicus, includ- 
ing road and street wicening, was about £.(U,UU0. Mr. Clifton 
Robinson, the compauy's engineer, having given evidence relative 
to the plans, surveys aud engineering details, the Dill was ordered 
to be reported as having satisfied the Standing Orders, witu the 
exception of the four tramways withdrawu. 


KrNr ELECTRIC POWER BILL. 


Tug following lec.) authorities have withdrawn their opposition to 
the Kent Electric Power PIII: -The Corporations ct Rochester, 
Tenterdon, Lydd, Sandwich, Hythe, Chatham, Ramsgate, Canter- 
bury, Gravesend, New Romocy, aud Faversham, and tie Urban 
District Councils ot Beekenham, Tonbridge, Sandgate, Mattig- 
bourne, Northíleet, Dart ford, Erith, and Cheuton. 


— - 


Merpway AND THAMES CanaL BILL. 


Tuis Bill has lately been considered by the Select Committee of the 
House of Lords presided over by the Earl of Dartney. The Com- 
mittee on 10th inst. decided to recommend that it sbould be 
allowed to proceed. The Bill is promoted by persons interested in 
the trade of the Medway and the locality, and has for its object 
the construction of a canal from Rochester toa poiut on the Thart- 
about three miles below Grave-end, a length of about five miles, 
Etectricity is to be ured for lighting и and towace, and barges will 
be saved tie journey of 35 miles round the Nore and the constant 
delay arising from fogs. 


Croydon,—The Board of Trade approval having been 
received, the electric cars commenced 1 5 betwee. West 
Croydon aud South Norwood on Friday lit. 
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NATIONAL COMPANY FOR тнщ DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRICITY RY 
SECONDARY GENERATORS. 


In the Court of Appeal, composed of Lords Justices Vaughan- 
Williams, Stirling and Cózens-Hardy the other day, the hearing 
was resumed of the case in re the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1893, 
and in re the National Company for the Distribution of Electricity 
by Secondary Generators, on the appeal of Mr. Adam Scott, a sbare- 
holder, from an order of Mr. Justice Wright in the Companies' 
Winding-up Court, dated April 17th, 1901, dismissing his petition 
to bave the winding up of the company continued under the super- 
vision of the Court, the company being in voluntary liquidation. 
Mr. Scott appeared in person in support of his appeal, Mr. Gore 
Browne representing the liquidator, the respondent of the appeal. 

The grounds on which Mr. Scorr asked for the supervision order 
were, that there were matters requiring searching investigation, 
which could only be obtained by a compulsory winding-up order ; 
and, secondly, that such an order would tend to the recovery of a 
large sum of money, which would benefit the whole body of the 
shareholders. The hearing had been adjourned from March 1st to 
enable the liquidator to make a report as to the presents of shares 
and the other matters brought into question by Mr. Scott. 

lord Justice VAvuaHuAN-WiLLIAMS said he did not think they 
ought to allow this appeal He arrived at this conclusion with 
some reluctance, because he was by no means satisfied that ће com- 
plaints which had been urged by Mr. Scott were entirely without 
foundation. More than that, he was by no means sure that th? 
matters he complained of were not matters which, if investigated, 
might result in increasing the fund which would have to be dealt 
with in the liquidation. He did not, however, think that Mr. Scott 
had made out a sufficiently substantial case to justify their setting 
aside the existing voluntary liquidation. The appeal would be dis- 
missed. Lords Justices Stirling and Cozens-Hardy concurred. 


PooLE AND BOURNEMOUTH ELECTRIC Tramway Company, LIMITED, 
v. THE BoURNEMOUTH CORPORATION. 


IN the Chancery Division of the High Court, the above action 
was referred to before Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady. 

Mr. WaBMINGTON, K.C., (with whom was Mr. R. J. Parker) 
informed his Lordship that he understood that the defendant 
Corporation desired that the motion should stand over for a week. 
He raised no objection, and asked leave to amend the writ and 
the notice of motion. 

Mr. Vernon Suirh, K.C., (with whom was Mr. C. Q. Church) 
stated tbat it was an injunction to restrain the Bournemouth 
Corporation from completing certain tramways in the borough, and 
it was very desirable that the motion should be heard as scon аз 
possible. He should complete his evidence by Tuesday, so that 
tbe evidence on theother side could be completed by Thursday, and 
he suggested the motion might be heard on Friday. 

The llearned judge ‘concurred, and the motion was accordingly 
adjourned for 4 week. 


THe HARBURU INDIA-RUBbER COMPANY AND FERDINAND WINTER 
v. MARTIN BROWN. 


In the Court of Appeal on 13th inst., before Lords Justices Vaughan- 
Williams, Stirling, and Cozens-Hardy, the case of the Harburg 
India-Rubber Company and Ferdinand Winter v. Martin Brown, 
was heard on appeal by tbe defendant from a judgment of Mr. 
Justice Mathew. The action was brought on a verbal promise by 
the defendant that he would give bills of exchange for a debt due to 
the plaintiff company from the Crowdus Accumulator Syndicate. 
The facts were sufficiently set forth in the judgment given by Lord 
Justice Williams. His Lordship said that the plaintiffs had 
supplied goods to the Crowdus Accumulator Syndicate, and the 
company did not pay what was due for these goods. The plaintiffs 
thereupon recovered judgment, and placed in the hands of the 
Sheriff, a writ of fi. fa. forthe recovery of the debt. The Sheriff 
found that the works had stopped, and he did not take possession. 
Subsequently there was a meeting between Mr. Martin Brown, the 
defendant, and Mr. Ferdinand Winter, acting on behalf of the 
plaintiffs, and the result of that conversation, shortly, was that Mr. 
Martin Brown promised that he would give bills for the amount of 
the judgment debt, and it was said that that amounted to an oral 
promise to guarantee the judgment debt owing by the Crowdus 
Accumulator Company. It was said on behalf of the defendant, 
who was a director and a large shareholder in the syndicate, that 
this was a promise by him to make himself answerable for this debt, 
and came within the meaniry of Section of the Statute of Frauds, 
aad that, therefore, the action could not be maintained, because the 
promise was not in writing. The plaintiffs traversed this con- 
tention, and submitted that it was a contract of indemnity. The 
question to be decided was whether or not this bargain came within 
the 4th Section of the Statute of Frauds. Mr. Justice Mathew had 
found that it did not, and һе was sorry to say he could not bring 
himself to agree with that conclusion. He thought that 
the contract was one by which Mr. Martin Brown contracted 
to make himself answerable for the debt of the Crowdus 
Syndicate. This was a case in which they must find as a fact what 
it was the partics were dealing about, and it seemed to him plain 
upon the evidence that the only matter which was present to the 
mind of Mr. Martin Brown, and was presented by him to Mr. 
Winter, was this: Will you forbear for a time; will you give this 


company, which I believe has a future before it, the opportunity of 
turning round. I believe, if this company has that opportunity, it 
will do well.” That, it seemed to him, was the true meaning of the 
converéution, and to induce that forbearance, Mr. Martin-Brown 
said he would give bills which would secure the plaintiffs’ payment 
at specified periods. That was really the whole of the contract, 
and there was neither purcbase nor anything else outside this 
bargain. It was impossible to хау that the mere fact that Mr. 
Martin Brown had financed to a large extent this Crowdus Syndi- 
cate, and that that was a motive for coming forward and bargaining 
for forbearance, made any difference as to the subject of the con- 
tract. The contract was simply to obtain forbearance, and if that 
was the true contract, he did not see how the Court could cume to 
the conclusion at which Mr. Justice Mathew had arrived. 

Lords Justices Ѕтівглм‹ and CozEens-Harpy concurred, and the 
judgment of Mr. Ju-tice Mathew was therefore reversed, and the 
appeal allowed with costs. 


JAMES LIITAUER vr. J. BAKEWELL & Co. 


THIs action, which was heard before his Honour Judge Lumley 
Smitb, K.C., on 17th inst., was a claim for the price of goods sold 
(about £45) brought by the plaintiff, an electrical supplies merchant 
and importer, against defendants, who are electrical engineers. 
Mr. R. F. Colam (instructed by Mr. Herbert Oppenheimér) appeared 
for the plaintiff, and Mr. S. Mayer (instructed by Messrs White- 
house, Rivers & Co.) for the defendants. It appeared from the 
evidence that in September, 1901, the defendants gavc the plaintiff 
an order for cable for about £83. The defendants contended that 
the order was conditional on delivery being made on October 1st, 
aud as the date was not kept, they purchased the goods elsewhere 
and cancelled the contract. They also contended that inasmuch as 
the plaintiff had up to date only delivered goods to the value of 
about £45, and had not carried out the whole of the contract, they 
were not liable and were at liberty to reject the goods. The 
plaintiff, on the other hand, maintained tbat the part delivery had 
been accepted and that he was entitled to payment. After a pro- 
longed hearing, his Honour decided that he was not satisfied that 
the goods had ever been rejected, and that under thc circumstances 
the defendants were bound to pay for what they had received. We 
learn that judgment was given for the plaintiff for the full amount 
claimed with costs. 


HUd Hus v. Copwyn Bay ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY 
LIMITED. 


BEFORE Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady in the Chancery Division 
оп Tuesday, Mr. Douce moved for judgment in this action; 
the defendants uppeared and consented. He asked specially that 
the receiver might be at liberty to sell by public auctiou and private 
contracts all the oflice furniture, &c., at once, as it would save con- 
siderable expense. The Judge refused to grant this request, which 
should have been made in Chambers. He gave judgment, however, 
iu the usual] form. 


OvERHEAD WIRES. 


IN the Chancery Division, on Tuesday, Mr. Justice Farwell decided 
the action of the Finchley Electric Light Company, Limited, v. 
The Finchley Urban District Council, which was brought to obtain 
an injunction to restrain the Council from cutting the wires of the 
company erectcd across Regent’s Park Road, Finchley. Our report 
of the case is held over until next week, but his Lordship, in giving 
judgment, ucld that the fee simple was vested in the Council, aud 
therefore it bad the right to prevent the stretching of the wires 
across the road. Accordingly he dismissed the action, but without 
costs. 


BUSINESS .NOTES. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— Under the failure of J. H 
Redgrave, electrical engiucer, late of 53, Regent House, Regent 
Street, W., and St. Olafs, Gloucester Road, New Barnet, present 
address unknown, the first meeting of creditors was held on 
Monday at the London Bankruptcy Court, before Mr. Egerton S. 
(irey, official receiver. The recciviog order was made on March 
oth, upon the petition of Mr. J. W. Cridlan, а creditor, claiming 
4850, and provfs to the amount of about £5,200 in all have been 
tendered by creditors, a large number being in respect of mortgages. 
It will be remembered that the debtor possesscd various properties 
at New Barnet, and mortgaged them over and over again to different 
persons. А warrant for bis arrest in respect of those frauds has 
becn issued, but to the date of the meeting, the debtor had not been 
apprehended. A discussion arose :3 to the position of the various 
mortgagees, aud the chairman expressed the opinion that it would 
bea matter cf considerable difficulty to ascertain who were the 
origins] mortgagees, many of the leases given by the debtor over 
the same property bearing the same date. There was a good 
attendance of creditors aud their legal representatives, but it 
transpired that owing to the fact that many of the proofs of debt 
were not lodged intime, there wa- no quorum, and the meeting was 
adjourned for a week witha view to the appointment of a trustee 
and committce of inspection. ‚ 

The public examination of Henry Van der Weyde was held on 
Tuesday at the London Bankruptcy Court, before Mr. Reginald 
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Linklater. The debtor, who applied to pass upon accounts showing 
liabilities £12,627, against assets 2s. 4d., stated in reply to the 
Official Receiver that he patented in 1877 an invention for taking 
photographs by the aid of the electric light. Being unable to 
obtain more than £1,000 for the patent, he decided to exploit it, 
and for that purpose he opened a photographic studio at 182, Regent 
Street, W., where he had carried on business ever since. He started 
on borrowed money, and bad been in difficulties throughout, because, 
although the business was a profitable concern, he was constantly 
losing money over his inventions. In 1894 he promoted Cube Ice, 
London, Limited, to exploit his invention for trade-marking small 
Cubes of ice by & process of injecting the mark into the interior of 
the cube. Four years later he promoted the Star Ice Company, 
Limited, to take over and work the patent. That company was now 
in liquidation, but it was confidently anticipated that a purchaser 
would be found for the patent, and the company's debts would be 
paid in full Between 1894 and 1598 he expended 47, 538 
on the invention, and all that he bad received in return 
was £2,700 in cash, and £24,000 Star Ice shares, to which no present 
value was attached. It was true to say that had he confined his 
attention to electricity as applied to photography, he would not be 
now before the Court. The examination was concluded. 

Tha examination of Н. Cooke, electrical engineer, Birmingham, 
was closed at the Birmingham County Court last week. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations,—Crowther & Oo.’s 
Electrical lodustries, Limited, resolved, on March 13th, at Man- 
chester, to wind up voluntarily, with Mr. Н. W. Thoias as liqui- 
dator. Creditors should send particulars of debts, &с., to Mr. 
Thomas, 43, Lower Mosley Street, Manchester, by May 3rd. 

The first meetings of creditors aud contributors of the Elec- 
trical Regulating and Lighting Syndicate, Limited, are to be held 
at Liverpool on April 4th. 

The Commercial Ozone Syndicate is winding up voluntarily, with 
Mr. W. W. Futcher as liquidator. ; 


A meeting of the Kerby Bowen Electric Syndicate will be held. 


at 90 and 91, Queen Street, E.C., on April 21st, to hear an account 
of the winding up from Mr. W. Roden, liquidator. 


Books Received.—* Proceedings of the Incorporated 
Municipal Electrical Association for 1902 (Repayment of loans)." 
Also Memorandum, Articles, List of Members, &c." Ipswich: W. S. 
Cowell, Limited, 1902. 18. 

"Industrial Re-distribution,” by W. L. Madgen. London: 
Manual of Electrica] Undertakinys, Limited, 1902, 6d. 

" American Commerce, 1821—1900," from the Philadelphia Com- 
mercial Museum. 

" Elementary Electricity «nd Magnetism," by D. C. Jackson and 
2 Р. кке New York and London: Macmillan & Co., 1902. 

s. 6 


Brockie-Pell Lamp.—The 200 arc lamps now being 
erected in connection with the Newcastle Corporation tramways are 


of the Brockie-Pell patent, manufactured and supplied by Brockie- 
Pell Arc Lamp, Limited. 


Catalogues and Lists,—A small illustrated price list 
of electro-physical apparatus has been sent to us by Messrs. Clausen 
and v. Bronk, of Berlin. The contents include various apparatus for 
demonstration of telephony without wires. 

Messrs. Royce, Limited, of Hulme, Manchester, have sent us a 
few stock lists of their continuous current “ Royce” dynamos and 
motors. 

We have received from the United Electrical Company, Limited, 
of Ujpest, near Budapest, two wall show lista of their incandescent 
electric lamps. One of these sheets shows lamps of many varieties 
of shapes, made for different voltages and candle-powers. 

A new price list of Dia's patent “ Impregnable " paper cables has 
been issued by the St. Helen's Cable Company, Limited. The 
waterproof cable is described, and Mr. C. Н. Wordivgham’s report 
of tests thereof accompanies the list. Low tension single and con- 
centric cables up to 500 volts, high tension concentric cables up to 
2,000 volts, low tension triple concentric 500 volts, high and low 
tension three-core cables (500 volts) and low tension twin paper- 
insulated house wires for 500 volts are particularised in tabulated 
form. 

The General Electric Company (1900) have sent us а copy of 
their March Progress leaflet, in which notices appear of about half-a- 
dozen of their specialities. 

From the Cutter Company, of Philadelphia, we bave received a 
copy of their four-lunguage catalogue, giving full particulars of the 
I.T. E. automatic circuit-breakers. 

We have received from the Electrical Company, Limited, a copy 
of their No. 5 price liet, in which ure very full details of the Luna 
arc lamps and lanterns, also accessories and spare parts.  Belf- 
focussing shunt and differential arc lamps for direct current, and 
self-focussing "Duplex" shunt lamps are described, also the Luna 
enclosed lamps for direct und alternating current; the accessories 
include resistances, choking coils and transformers, hoisting devices, 
contact couplings, &c. A number of diagrams show the more usual 
methods cf connections for direct and alternating lamps. . There is 
a handy finger index to the different sections. 

The Langdon-Davies Electric Motor Company has issued a new 
reduced price list of single phase and two-phase motors. 


Charles Bright & Co., Limited.—<A windivg-up order 
baving recently been made against this company, the statutory 
meetings of the creditors and shareholders were held on 12th inst. 
at the Carey Street Offices of the Board of Trade, Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, W.C. Mr. A. S. Cully, Otlicial Receiver, reported that 
owing fo pending liquidations, the books of the company bad been 


in Court for days together, and the Official Receiver's investigation 
was not yet complete. The company was promoted by Mr. Charlee 
Bright in November, 1898, with a nominal capital of £200,000 
divided into 20,000 shares of £10 each, to establish and carry on а 
financial business generally, and to deal with industrial undertakings 
and financial operations of all kinds. Mr. Bright applied for and 
took over the whole capital of the company, and he had stated that 
the company was formed iu accordance with an arrangement 
between himself and some friends to acquire concessions in South 
American undertakings in which they were jointly interested. Mr. 
Bright was one of the original directors, but although he resigned in 
June, 1900, he continued to attend the board meetings, and was said 
to have influenced, to a great extent, the policy of the board 
throughout. The manner in which Mr. Bright's shares had been 
treated, together with other matters of transfers, book entries, loans, 
and exchange cheques, would have to be fully inquired into at a 
later date, and having regard to the claims of the trustee under Mr. 
Bright's bankruptcy, and to other pending litigations, he would not 
make any comments on the case at that meeting. The Chairman 
proceeded to give details of the vaaious companies promoted by this 
company and Mr. Bright, among the number being the Buenos 
Ayres Electric Tramway Company, Limited, the Metropolitan Rail- 
way Company, of Buenos Ayres, Limited, aud the South American 
Electric Company, Limited. Three accounts had been opened with 
Mr. Bright in the books of C. Bright & Co, Limited, aud in the 
draft statement of affairs, prepared under this liquidation, that 
gentleman was returned ав а debtor to the company for £58,507, 
the debt being treated as irrecoverable. The statement further 
showed unaccounted liabilities £93,379 ; fully secured debts £58,142, 
the securities being valued at £62,282; and a judgment debt of 
£2,300, of which £2,160 was expected to rank. The assets, ex- 
clusive of the amount due from Mr. Bright, consisted of cash at 
bankers 4s. 6d.; investments in shares, £1,993; the surplus of 
£4,140 from the securities held by the fully-secured creditors, and 
the concession from the Metropolitan Railway Company, of Buenos 
Ayres, Limited. No value was placed on that concession, but on 
the other hand, £685,000 was claimed by that company against this 
company, chietly in respect of damages for breach of contract. Other 
proofs for considerable sums had been lodged, and as he had some 
doubt of their validity, he would admit them for voting purposes and 
leave the Court and liquidator to deal with them subsequently. 
The creditors selected the Official Receiver for the post of liquidator, 
but the sbareholders nominated Mr. Е. Hyland, chartered 
accountant, Cannon Street, E.C., and the Chairman reported that 
the facts would be laid before the Registrar, who would make the 
appointment in due course. 


Directory. — We have received from the publishers 
(Serle Street, Ұ.С.) а copy of the 1902 edition of Street's Newspaper 
Dirertory for Great Britain and Ireland. The year ia which the 
different papers were established, publishing day, price, publisher, 
and latest time for receiving advertisements are given in a 
convenient form for ready reference, | 


Electrical Exhibition.—An exhibition took place last 
week at Lewes in connection with the electricity supply under- 
taking, which is in the hands of the County of Sus:ex E.P.D. Com- 
pany. А large number of firms, both local and general, showed 
clectrical appliances and fittings, and the exhibition, which was 
opened by the Mayor, attained a large measure of success. 


Football and Ping-Pong.— We hear that Glover's 
Association F.C. played the return match with Royce’s Works in 
Manchester on the 15th inst., and won by two goals to one. The 
teams afterwards had high tea together, which meal, by previous 
arrangement, was provided by the losers. After teaa ping-pong 
match was played, the cable-makers again worsting the dynamo- 
builders by 78 points to 65. It may be mentioned tbat the 
previous football match was won by Royce's; tea on that occasion 
being provided by Mr. E. A. Claremont, a director of both 
companies. 


France: Duty on Motors. — The Board of Tradr 
Journal says that the Paris Chambcr of Commerce has just furuished 
a report to the Minister of Commerce concerning the advisability 
of placing a duty upon electric motors weighing less than 10 kilos. 
As the parts utilised in the make-up of a motor are dutiable, and 
the spirit of the law of 1892 was to place a duty upon all appli- 
ances imported for use in a commercial sense, the Customs Com- 
mittee of the Paris Chamber gives its opinion as favourable to these 
small motors beiny classified with motors weighing from 10 to 60 
kilos., and consequently paying the sume duty, viz. 80 frs. the 
100 kilos. (tariff minimum). 'l'he main argument advanced for this 
proposed new duty is that the French constructor is unable to make 
small motors at a normal price, owing to having to pay duty on the 
parts imported, whilst the complete motors are allowed to enter the 
country free. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Planf.— The imports 
of foreign electrical goods and apparatus into this country during 
February last were on a relatively smaller scale than usual, amount- 
ing toa value of only £54,516, as compared with the £63,304 in 
January last and £97,296 in February, 1901. For ће two months 
ending with the February, the imports have reached a total of 
£117,820, as contrasted with the £191,613 in tbe corresponding two 
months of 1901. 


Irish Law Case.—In the Chancery Division, Dublin, on 
11th inst., before the Master of the Rolls, a case of Callender's 
Cable aud Construction Company, Limited, v. Killarney Electric 
Lighting Company, Limited, was heard.—Mr. Philip White, on 
behalf of the plaintiffs, said the application he had to make was 
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that, notwithstanding the provisions of an order, dated June 6th, 
1901, inquiries be proceeded with with respect to the debentures on 
the property of the defendants. The order contained a proviso that 
these inquiries were not to be proceeded with until further order, 
with a view to a settlement of the action; but there was no pos- 
sibility of settlement. There was another application that the 
plaintiffa be at liberty to apply in the name of the defendants for 
the lease of the water power. There was a third application that 
the plaintiffs might be declared entitled to salvage in respect to 
£125 expended in machinery, £40 advanced to the defendants to 
pay wages to their employés, and £30 advanced for laying down 
cable, and costs. Мг. Robert Doyle, for Mr. Leahy, said he had a 
claim against the company for £2,000.— The Master of the Rolls 
said that his opinion was, that the claims made on the head of pay- 
ments were not salvage claims ; but he would reserve that question. 
The other branch of the application he would grant. 


Clacton.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held last week into the 
application of the U.D.C. for consent to the letting of certain land 
on the West Greensward Cliff fpr the purpose of an electric stair- 
way. The Reno Electric Stairways and Conveyors Company, 
Limited, were the proposed tenants. There was no opposition. 


Electric Switch for Tramway Points,—<An invention 
was privately tested in the Kirkstall Road tramway depot, Leeds, 
some days ago by the inventors and patentees, Mr. T. B. Stewart, 
Mr. W. Н. Turner, and Mr. R. E. Dixon, of the firm of Messrs. S. 
Dixon & Son, Limited, of Leeds. The invention has for its object 
the simultaneous automatic adjustment of points on the rails and 
overhead wires of an electric system by a simple device. A 
small switch, conveniently placed in front of the driver of the 
car, is connected by ordinary electric wires with the trolley- 
head, and so arranged that when passing a position a con- 
venient distance in front of the points to be moved, by 
merely turning the switch the points on both the rails and the 
overhead wires are opened, while a second contact after passing tle 
points closes them. The necessary batteriés are enclosed in a box 
on the side of the pavement. In case of breakdown in the electric. 
device, a hand lever can be used to set the points and overhead 
switch by one movement. At present this work has to be done by 
a man, who first moves the points 0a the rails with a pole, and then 
hurries back to the side of the road and pulls a string, which 
controls the points on the trolley wire. It is said that it costs the 
Leeds Corporation between 4800 and £1,0CO a year in salaries 
paid to men to perform this work in connection with about 80 sets 
of points. 

Maxim Lamps.—The Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and 
Engineering Company have just completed some very extensive 
alterations to their incandescent lamp factory at Gillingham Street, 
S.W., in order to cope with the growing demand for their various 
typesof lamps The entire establishment has been fitted up with 
labuur-saving tools and devices of all kinds, and the assistance 
of eminent scientific experts in incandescent lamp manufacture has 
ben obtained. We learn tbat a special feature is the formation of 
the stem, all H.V. filaments being mounted upon a glass bar stcin 
befure the treating process takes place, which ensures the filament 
retaining the same shape in the bulb as it had while undergoing the 
above process ; and, in the case of double filament lamps, as a result 
of this method tke two tilaments can be treated in series, thus both 
are equalised, and run at the same efficiency. We are informed 
that no untreated tilameuts of any sort are'sent out from the works. 
The company claim for the Maxim lamp efficiency, long life, and 
that the candle-power is maintained to the end. 


Raw Hide Gears,—Messrs. Geo. Augus & Co., Limited, 
of Newcastle on-Tyne, report that business is very good at present. 
‘The Syracuse firm (by au arrangement with whom Messers. Angus 
аге now manufacturing these goods in this country) has just received 
an order from the British Westinghouse Electricand Manufacturing 
Company for 60 of its new process noiseless pinions for the equip- 
ment of the British Company's new plant. These pinions are to be 
used on motors for driving machine tools, electrical cranes, &c., and 
are for transmitting from 5 to 40 нь. 


“Namsohm ° Trolley lusulatiug Material. — The 
General Electric Company (1900), Limited, have recently applied 
for and accepted the trade-mark name of ‘“Samschm” for the 
special insulating material of their trolley wire insulators. This 
material has successfully stood the tests of experience, and it is 
stated that customers are experiencing difficulty in specifying and 
obtaining this substance. It is hoped that these difficul:ics will be 
overcome by the adoption of this trade name, as trolley insulators will 
shortly have the word stamped on the insulating material. Some tests 
which have been carried out on Globe strain insulators made of this 
material, are considered to justify the construction of the word 
"Samsohm." We understand that an E. M. F. of 16,000 volts was 
applied without the insulation breakiug down; a temperature of 
270° Е. was reached without any effect; and an assortment of the 
insulators were subjected to pressures as follows:—2-in. diameter 
from 5,900 lbs. up to 6,300 lbs, 24-in. diameter from 6,250 lbs. to 
7,625 lbs., aud 3-in. diameter from 7,500 lbs. to 7,540 lbs. On 
leaching the above straius the eyes broke in most cases, and in 
others the insulation split. It is therefore claimed that the 
material is far stronger, electrically aud mechanically, than is 
necessary, even after allowing a larger margin for safety. 


Summnions,— Before Alderman Sir Reginald Hanson on 
Friday, at the City of Loudon Police Summons Court, Thomas 
Brown, a foreman in the employ of the Charing Cross and City 
Electric Company, was summoned for leaving open a pit that was 


not properly protected. After hearing the evidence, Sir Reginald 
said he must inflict a penalty of 408. and costs, and suggested the 
use of scaffold poles instead of the pieces of wood in use. 


Trade Announcements. — The Fairbanks Company 
announce that, owing to their steadily increasing business in engi- 
neering tools and machinery, in addition to weighing machines, 
they have found it necessary to remove their London offices and 
warehouse to larger premises at 78—80, City Road, Е.С. 

The West Coast of America Telegraph Company and the Westeru 
Telegraph Compauy announce that they have now removed their 
offices to Electra House, Moorgate, E.C. The offices of the Globe 
Telegraph and Trust Company, Limited, will also be removed to 
Electra House, from to-morrow, Saturday, 22nd inst. 

The Horsfall Destructor Company, Limited, announce that, 
owing to his Majesty's Office of Works having acquired their pre- 
mises at 30, Great George Street, Westminster, they have secured 
commodious offices on the first floor at 19, Old Queen Strret, West- 
minster, S. W., and on and after March 25th, 1902, all communica- 
tions for the London office should be sent to that address. 

Mr. J. W. Barnard, sole agent for the Electrical Power Storage 
Company's Q and V type storage batteries, informs us that he has 
recently acquired larger warehouse premises at 6, Great Winchester 
Street, E.C., where he holds a large stock of the batteries men- 
tioned ready for delivery, charged or uncharged, at short notice. 
The additional premises acquired will give increased facilities for 
the repairing, hiring and recharging of batteries, and will enable 
him to meet the increased demand morc promptly than herctoforc. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Ballymena.—The B. of T. is inquiring what steps have 
been taken by tlie U.D.C. in regard to the electric lighting order of 
1897. The Council asks the Board to allow the order to remain in 
abeyance for another year. i 


Bath.—The Corporation has confirmed its action when 
sitting as the E.L. Committee last week, re obtaining tenders for the 
electricity supply undertaking. 


Bexhill.—The U.D.C. is going to apply for leave to 


borrow £6,500 for electric lighting extensions. 


Bolton.— A L. G. B. inquiry was held last week into 
applications to borrow £125,000 to meet future needs of the elec- 
tricity department, of which £67,000 was for plant, £29,000 for 
buildings, and £22,000 for maius. The principal objects of the 
propos.d loan were as follow:—New buildings, £29,616 (including 
new boiler house and eugine house extensions) ; machinery, £67,305; 
boilers, &c., £24,705 ; and £22,550 for extension of the existing 
network, connecting boxes, meters, fc. The amount already sanc- 
tioned for electrical purposes is £147,972 (plus £50,000 for electric 
trams). Mr. A. A. Day, the electrical engineer, stated that the 
plant would include two 2,000-н.р. engines, two 1,200-Kw. dynamos, 
and 20 Lancashire boilers. "The original cost of the electricity 
works was £27,700, and of this amount a sum of less than £6,000 is 
now unaccouuted for, £21,153 having been allowed for deprecia- 
tion, whilst there is still £962 in reserve. The number of lamps has 
reached 88,841, and when the extensions are carried out the works 
will have a capacity of 7,000 xw., and the capital cost per Kw. will 
be £46 2+. 9d., the lowest among the large stations in the kingdom. 
It is expected this year the cost of production will be 1d. per unit, 
the output 3,050,000, and the revenue £29,600. There was no 
opposition to the scheme. 


Bridgend.—The D.C. has received an estimate of the 
cost of laying mains for the electric light scheme at £3,334 
15s. 10d., and bas decided to engage Mr. Sully, of Bristol, as clec- 
trical adviser. 


Burslem.— The E.L. Committee has been empowered to 
engage an electrical expert to advise it, at a sum not excccding 
50 cuineas. 


Сомех, —А satisfactory arrangement having been entered 
into with the promoters, the consent of the Council has been given 
to the prov. order of the LW. Electric Light and Power Company, 
which proposes to supply Cowes from the Newport generating 
station. 


Exeter.—The L. G. B. inquiry into the application of the 
City Council for leave to borrow £70,000 for the erection and equip- 
ment of the new clectricity generating station will be held by Col. 
Durnford to-day. 


Falkirk,—It is proposed to put down two boilers of about 
400-H.P. cach and to advertise for three steam dynamos of 130-н.р. 
each. 

Felling,—At a recent meeting of the Felling-on-Tyne 
U.D.C , it was decided in consequence of the unsatisfactory answers 
returned by the County of Durham Electric Power Distribution 
Company, with reference tothe supply of electricity and the making 
of additional tramways within the district, that the sub-committee 
should open further negotiations with other companies. 
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Grimsby. — Last week Mr. M. K. North, IL. (i. B. 


inspector, inquired into an application of the Corporation for 
sanction to borrow £17,000 for the purposes of electric lighting. 
Since 1894 £55,000 has been borrowed for electric light and trac- 
tion, and the present sum asked for was:—£4,100 deficiency and 
overspent in capital account for works now carried out, and £12,900 
for the erection of an additional engine, with boiler, dynamos, and 
other things, to be added to the present plant at the electric light- 
ing station. Mr. W. A. Vignoles, borough electrical engineer, gave 
evidence, and there was no opposition. 


Heckmondwike.—The D.C. has decided to apply for 


borrowing powers for £6,500 for extension of works. 


India.— The Electricity Bill was introduced at a recent 
meeting of the Legislative Council, and is intended to regulate the 
use of electricity for lighting and for electric traction. It will also 
regulate its use with regard to the existing telephone and telegraph 
lines. The Bill has been referred to a Select Committee for con- 
sideration “ next cold weather." 

The Rangoon Municipal Committee has decided to apply to the 
Local Government for & license under the Electricity Act for the 
supply of electric energy within the limits of the municipality, the 
maximum charge to the public being 8 annas per unit for lighting, 
and 4 annas per unit for power; the Municipal Committee being 
empowered to call for tenders for carrying into effect the powers 
granted by the license, and to reserve to itself the right to provide 
a share of the capital of any syndicate or company whose tender is 
accepted.— Indian Engineering. 

According to a Government report, published in the Tes of 
India, regarding the Cauvery Electric Power Works, whence the 
Kolar Gold Fields machinery is to be worked by electricity, the 
channels for conveying the water to the turbines are almost finished, 
and practically all the pipes and machinery have arrived. The 
transport across country of some of the machines has involved con- 
siderable labour, requiring elephants to drag them at the rate of 
about two miles a day—the railway being 27 miles from the works. 
The generating house and the transformers are well on the road to 
completion, and by May next it is expected that the work will be 
nearly finished. Difficnities, in the way of cholera, a bad tyre of 
fever, and retaining labour in an inaccessible site, have been very 
great, so bad, in fact, at times, when member after member of the 
supervising staff was disabled, as to render a breakduwn imminent, 
but the energy and courage of Captain Joly de Lotbiniére, and 
those employed under him, refused to recognise defeat 

The Government of Mysore has issued a notification in regard to 
the wilful damage likely to be caused to the transmission lire by 
ill-disposed persons. 'Theline runs over a distance of 90 miles, 
and the Deputy Commissioners of the Bangalore, Kolar, and Mysore 
districts, through whose jurisdiction it passes from the Sivasamu- 
dram Falls to the Kolar Gold Fields, bave been requested to direct 
the adoption of special vigilant measures with a view to seeing that 
the wires are not tampered with. All villagers are warned on no 
account to attempt to climb the poles or touch the line of con- 
ductors, even with a wooden rod, as this will mean instant death. 
In the event of the line falling on the ground, though it may look 
harmless, the fact of a person, or animal, touching it would result 
in death. Before the current is turned on handbills will be posted 
in every village along the line, pointing out that even a kite string 
may communicate the deadly “force,” and that the line is not to 
be confounded with a telegraph line, with which the rural folk are 
80 familiar. Apparently, some villagers have already failed to take 
warning of an early notice on this subject, as, quite recently, eight 
insulators were destroyed near the village. The continuity of work- 
ing of the line is of vital importance. Originally, it was proposed 
to station a watchman every five miles along the line, but this bas 
been abandoned, as the men could not be on duty night and day. 
As the matter requires early settlement, and as there are 210 
villages within one mile of the route of the transmission line, 
Government bas been finally pleased to order that the heads of 
villages concerned should be held responsible for any damage 
caused to the line, and that defaulting headmen be severely 
punished. All police officers are also instructed to inquire about 
the safety of the line whenever they are on beat. А subsidy of 
Rs. 2 а month will be paid to each headman for the additional duty 
involved, as long as the section of the line passing close to or across 
his village lands remains intact. 


Kilmarnock.—The T.C. bas resolved to rescind its 
previous resolutions with regard to electric lighting and traction 
Mo во advised, to bring forward a new scheme suitable to the 
burgh. i 


hingston-on-Thames.—On Thursday in last weck a 
town’s meeting was held at which resolutions werc passed calling 
upon the Corporation to rescind its order for 35 additional arc 
lamps, at а cost of £3,200, for public lighting, and asking for a 
thorough investigation into the Council's electric lighting under- 
taking, on which there was a loss of £2,721 last vear. he 
opposition to the Corporation is alleged to be instigated by those 
interested in the local gas company, and a suggestion маз made 
at the meeting that the Corporation should revert to gas for public 
lighting. 


King's Lynn.—The T.C., with a view of inducing the 
Dock Company to take a supply for arc lighting or power purposes, 
has recommended that energy be supplied for lighting at 5d. per 


m for the first three hours’ use per day, and afterwards at 1d. per 
unit, 


Kirkby Stephen.—The North-Eastern Railway Com- 
pany have decided to light Kirkby Stephen Station and the loco- 
motive works with electricity, power being obtained from the 
river Eden. 


Leicester.—The accounts of the electric lighting depart- 
ment show that after paying £4,009 to sinking fund, there is a 
balance of £909 to be handed over to the relief of the rates. 


London.— Век xoxpsEv.—AÀn inquiry was held last week 
at the Electrical Department of the B. of T., before the Hon. 
T. H. W. Pelham, Assistant Secretary, into an application by the 
Borough Council for an extended order affecting the parishes of 
Rotherbithe, St. Olave, St. Thomas, and St. John, Horselydown— 
the Council already possessing an order to supply electricity in part 
of their area, the parish of Bermondsey, which is about half the 
size of the new borough. Mr. Littler, K.C., appeared in support of 
the order; Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C, and Mr. Morse represented 
the County of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting 
Company, Limited, and Mr. Medcalf the London Electric Supply 
Corporation, in opposition; and Mr. Brown the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company. Evidence was given on bebalf of the parties inte- 
rested, and after heariug counsel, Mr. Pelham intimated that he 
would reserve his decision. 

CAMBERWELL.—A similar inquiry was held into an application 
of the Camberwell Borough Council for a prov. order to supply 
electrical encrgy throughout the whole of its district, part of which 
ів already supplied by the Crystal Palace District Electric Supply 
Company, and other parts by the County of London, and Brush 
Provincial Eleciric Lighting Company and the London Electric 
Supply Corporation. The application was opposed on behalf of the 
County of london Company, the Crystal Palace Company, and the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company. Mr. Medcalf represented the 
London Electric Supply Corporation, concerning whom there was а 
purchase clause in the order asked for, to buy them out of the dis- 
trict for £25,000. Мт. Williams, for the promoters, contended that 
it was right that à Borough Council, borrowing money on the security 
of the rates, should be authorised to compete with an existiny 
company, the County of London Company, which had obtained a 
previous order, on the ground that competition was desirable in the 
public interest. The County Company were willing to sell on terms 
tixed by the order, but the Council was not williog to buy them, 
on the ground that it would be an tnremunerative undertaking. 
Mr. Tage, town clerk of Camberwell, stated that the benefit to the 
borough by the order asked for would be that they would get an 
effective supply of electric energy for £150,000, whereas to get the 
same supply under the County Company's purchase clause would 
cost £240,000 at tbe last. Mr. Balfour Browne, K C., for the 
County of London Company, argued that the application raised the 
very impcrtant question whether there was to be competition 
between private enterprise and rate-aided authorities. He knew 
of no case where euch competition existed, except in the light 
of purchase and on terms of purchase. Mr. Pelham reserved his 
decision. 

SOUTHWARK.— Ап inquiry was also keld into an application by 
the. Borough Council of Southwark for tke extension of powers 
already vested in the Corporation to other parishes of its dis- 
trict, the amount of money being confined to £16,0(0. In the 
course of the i.quiry, Mr. Pelbam remarked that Parliament bad 
not laid down very clearly that it would allow a local authority to 
come in after a company was already established, to compete with 
the private company, and that he did not think Parliament had 
allowed such competion in a cate where a company was already 
giving a sufficient supply for the consumer. It was conterded on 
behalf of the electric lighting comparies which oJ posed the appli- 
cation that they bad carried cut the statutory obligations which 
their orders imposed upon them, that they had spent large sums of 
money, and that no substar tial complaints bad been reccived as to 
their service. Mr. Pelham reserved his decision. 


Madras.—Dy this time, we believe, the Madras Tele- 
graph Office is lighted by electricity. Mr. W. D. Macgregor, the 
special cflicer in charge of the installation, bas been for some time 
at work with the arrangements. An 18-H.P. motor diives three 
dy: amos which are fixed on to ore shaft. This motor, which works 
at 500 volts, 800 revclutions per minute, will be operated by 
current supplied by tbe Madras Electric Tramway Company. One 
dynamo of 300 volts, 41 amperes, charges the storage cells which 
will be used in working telegraph lines; the second cf 220 volts, 41 
amperes, charges the storage cells for driving the electric fans and 
lamps all over the building, while the tbird of 12 volts and 50 
amperes charges the cells for the local circuits. Each of these 
systems bas three sets of cells so arranged that one will be in use, 
another spare, while the third will be undergoing charging. Dur- 
ing the day the fans will te worked direct from the dynamos, but 
at night the accumulators will be used to drive the fans and for 
illumination. There are 150 lamps distributed all over, each of 
16 C. P., with 30 fans proportionately distributed, for the inspection 
of the various arrangements at night. When all the arrangements 
are completed the Madras Telegraph Otlice will be the best fitted 
опе іп India. 

Morecambe.—The IL. G. B. has sanctioned an additional 
loan of £5,000 for the extension of the electric lighting installation, 
including the erection of a sub-station at Bare, which it is estimated 
will cost £4,000. 

Mundestey-on-Sea,— The R. D.C. bas adopted the scheme 
of Messrs. Ridout & Co., electrical engineers, London. The cost of 


public lighting is not to exceed 3d. in the £, and the work is to be 
carried out within sax months. | 
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Lisbon, — Mr. Harrison, commercial attaché to his 
Majesty's legation at Lisbon, in a report received at the 
Foreign Office last month, states that at present electric light is 
hardly used at all in Lisbon, either in the streets or buildings, so 
that on its general introduction there will be a great demand for all 
kinds of electric fittings and apparatus. The large business done in 
other countries, Mr. Harrison thinks, makes it advisable for 
merchants to be prepared for this movement. Once in general use 
in the capital, he is of opinion that there cau be no doubt of its 
introduction in most of the small towns and villages, and as it is a 
novelty in the country, there should be many openings for electrical 
engineers and experts. 


Nelson.— Last week the formal inauguration took place 
of the new electricity station, which has been erected and equipped 
by the Corporation ata cost of £30,000, from the designs and under 
the superintendence of Mr. Fraser, the borough electrical engineer. 
The installation includes three engines and dynamos of ?00 xw. 
each, the motive power being supplied by steam obtained from an 
adjoining refuse destructor. The dynamos will generate current for 
lighting purposes in Neison and Brierfield, and for traction pur- 
poses for the Brierfield and Nelson lengths of the Burnley Corpora- 
(оп tramways, апа a light railway from Nelson to Barrowfield апа 
Colne. 


Nuneaton.—A L.G.B. inquiry has been held into the 
application of the U.D.C. to borrow £5,000 for electric lighting 
purposes. 


Peru.—The Peruvian Minister, Du Fomento, has ordered 
an inquiry to be made with a view to the eventual suppression of all 
overhead electric wires and supports. The present lines will be 
replaced by underground conductors. 


Peterhead.—Messrs. Crompton & Co, Limited, have 
offered to erect an installation in the town for public and private 
lighting at their own expense, and to give the Corporation power 
to acquire the undertaking at certain dates on very reasonable 
terms. They offered to supply electricity for private lighting at 7d. 
рес unit for the first hour, and 4d. thereafter, or 6d. flat; for power 
and heating, and for public street lighting, 3d. per unit. 


South Shields,—On and after April 1st consumers of 
electric energy for lighting will have the option of taking it either 
at the present rate, viz., 7d. per unit for the first hour, and 2d. per 
unit for the remainder, or at a flat rate of 5d. per unit, pro- 
vided they agree to take the light for 12 months. 


Spain.—.\ company has just been formed at Alcala de 
Henares to establish and work an electric lighting station in the 
town. The plant will comprise a 60-н.р. gas engine, using pro- 
ducer gas. 


Swansea.—In his report to the Electric Lighting and 
Tramways Committee of the Corporation, the engineer, Mr. 
Prussinan, recently stated that the number of consumers on the 
books was 197; number of lamps, 22,696; consumers connected to 
the mains, 173. Applications have been received for three motors, 
with a total в.н.р. of 26. The condition of things generally is most 
encouraging. In addition to the proposed extensions already decided 
upon, at a cost of £20,000, there will probably have to be further 
extensions of the electricity works in 18 months' time. 


Swindon.—The Corporation has fixed the price of energy 
for electric lighting at 5d. per unit as a flat rate, and 7d. per unit for 
100 hours per quarter and 2d. per unit for subsequent units on the 
maximum demand system. 


Swinton.—The Tramways and Electricity Committee of 
the Swinton and Pendlebury District Council has decided to borrow 


£10,000 for the establishment of a supply of electrical energy, 


purchased in bulk from some private company. 


Taunton.—The Electric Lighting Committee's annual 
statement of accounts shows a credit balance of £325, of which £250 
ча 2220 carried to the reserve fund, the balance to be carried 
orward. 


— —— ————³ — 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Helfast.— The Corporation on Tuesday unanimously 


passed a resolution for the purchase of the tramways of the city on 
a fait and equitable basis. 


Belgium.—The scheme for the construction of an 
electric railway between Drussels and Antwerp has been revived, 
the promoters on the present occasion being the well-known John 
Cockerill Company, of Seraing, which has submitted a definite 
proposal to the Government. The Financier says that the project 
takes the form of the building of an elevated railway on viaducts, 
23 ft. from the ground level, with trains running at a speed of 
84 miles an hour, at intervals of 10 minutes, and the journey 
between the two towns would be accomplished in from 20 to 25 
minutes, It is estimated that the cost of construction would 
amount to £1,000,000, and the railway would be ready for ітаћс 
within two years. 


. Cardiff.—Mr. A. Ellis has presented an exhaustive and 
interesting report to the Tramways Committee as to the progress of 
the new works. He stated that the ipower station would be com- 


pleted within the next fortnight or three weeks. He complained 
that unless the railway siding were completed at an early date there 
would be very great difficulty in getting up steam, for at present 
the whole of the coal had to be carted from the Taff Vale siding at 
Roath, and carried by hand to the fronts of the boilers; con- 
sequently they would be unable to use the mechanical stokers. Mr. 
Harpur, the borough engineer, explained that the siding was to be 
made by the T.V.R, Company, and the work need not take 
more than a week. As to the overhead equipment, Mr. Ellis 
reported that good progress was being made, though а considerat! : 
amount of time had been wasted during the month owing to the 
great number of alterations which had to be made to pipes and 
other obstructions under the pavement. The total number of bonds 
put in up to date was 9,837, at a cost of £160 193. 7d. for labour, 
which worked out at 3:924. per bond, or 37d. less than shown in 
the previous report. 


Gloucester.—The T.C. has resolved to purchase the 
uodertaking of the City of Gloucester Tramways Company, Limited, 
for £26,000, and to promote a light railways order for new lines, the 
total cost of the scheme being something like £100,000. 


Hertfordshire.—At Westminster last week the Light 
Railway Commissioners held an adjourned inquiry into applications 
for power to construct tramways in Hertfordshire. The County 
Council sought to make a line from the county boundary at Bushey 
to Watford, while the Watford and District Tramways Company, 
who have already obtained a Bill as affecting Watford itself, asked 
to be enabled to make extensions to Bushey in one direction and to 
Rickmansworth in the other. Mr. James Devonshire, director of 
the Metropolitan Electrical Tramway Company, stated that they 
had an agreement with the Herts County Council to lease from 
them the line if it were authorised. They had similar u.ucr- 
takings with the Middlesex County Council, and they contemplated 
that the Commissionera would see the desirability of the connecting 
link. The Times records that among the opponents of the Bill was 
the Rev. G. M. Hall, rector of Bushey, who said that tramways 
there were premature, and by the time the place grew ripe for them 
there would be better modes of locomotion—they would have some- 
thing to fly with! The chairman said they would communicate 
their decision to the parties in а day or two. 


Hove.—aA report recommending the construction of 4°45 
miles double and 4-mile single track electric tramway was before 
the T.C. last week, together with a recommendation to acquire the 
Shoreham tramway, and work it electrically. Consideration of the 
report was adjourned. 


Пота. — The first“ bonds” in connection with the Ilford 
electric tramways system have been put in by Councillors Ben 
Bailey, J.P., and Wilde, near Seven Kings’ railway station. (Good 
progress has been made with the work, and it is hoped that the 
trams will be running within the nine months specified for the com- 
pletion of the contract. 'The contractors presented Mr. Bailey with 
а punch-bowl and Mr. Wilde with an inkstand. 


Middleton.—Trial trips have been run by the B. E. T. 
Company on the tramways laid through the town to Chadderton at 
the Oldham boundary. 'The Board of Trade inspection is fixed for 
to-day. 


Nottingham.—The fifth section of the clectric tramways 
scheme—Sherwood Rise and Nottingham Road—has just been 
commenced. The line will be about a mile anda half in length. 
The Mapperley and Woodborough Road section is rapidly nearing 
completion, and will probably be opened for traffic by Whiteun- 
tide. 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.— The estimates of the Corporation 
have just been issued, and contain some interesting figures as to the 
cost of the tramways in that city. The items аге :—Permanent 
way, £350,000 ; power station and car sheds, £176,139; machinery 
and equipment, £64,791; and the cars, £99,070. At a meeting of 
the Committee recently the chairman (Mr. W. Cail) said that the 
amount to be paid for redemption and interest amounted to 
above £41,000. 


Oldham.—The electric trams from the Star Inn to 
Hollinwood, the section which was inspected a few days ago by 
Major Druitt, of the Board of Trade, commenced minning for the 
public convenience last week end. It was originally intended to 
lay a double track from the Market Place to Mump’s, but this 
particular length is being laid with a single line by reason 
of the roadway not being wide enough to allow a distance 
of 9 ft. 6 in. between the rails and the footpath, and the 
tradesmen’s objections to a double track. The Tramways Com- 
mittee have decided to take up the double track they have 
laid in St. Domingo Street and re-lay a single line. This 
is the result of Chancery Court proceedings instituted by shop- 
keepers and property owners in that thoroughfare against the laying 
of a double track. The Oldbam Corporation Hill enables the 
Corporation to lay double tracks where the distance betwcen the 
outside rail and the kerbstone is not less than 9 ft. 6 in., or where 
the consent of the frontagers has been obtained. The consent of 
the owners was not obtained in this case before the construction of 
the track was begun. Since the weather has been favourable for 
tramway construction, cousiderable progress has been made with the 
various sections. 


Redruth, — The Urban Electric Supply Company, 
Limited, has commenced to lay the rails for the trams between 
Redruth and Camborne. 
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Perth (W.A.).—Jn our issue of the 7th inst., page 386, 
we reprinted from the British Australasian а statement relating to 
this company’s concessions in Fremantle. We have been asked by 
the Klectrie Supply Company of Western Australia, Limited, of 
Liverpool, to publish the following copy of a letter which they 
have sent to the editor of that paper: — 

Dear Sir,—The attention of my directors has been called to an extract taken 
from your paper and reprinted in the ErrcritcAL Review of the 7th inst., to the 
effect that this company’s concessions for the lighting and tramways of the City 
of Fremantle. Western Australia, have been cancelled. As this statement із at 
variance with the latest information received from our agents, we shall feel 
obliged if you will give us your authority for the statements made. 


Yours truly, 
G. Sains, Secretary. 


Richmond (Surrey).—AÀn agreement has been sealed 
between the Corporation and the London United Tramways, 
Limited, the general provisions being :— 

(1) No overhead trolleys in Kew Road. (2) Statutory widths of road ways with- 
out diminishing the footpaths; new paths to be at least 7 ft. 6 іп. (3) Track not 
to be commenced until ail widenings are completed. (4) Cheap fares and work- 
men's cars, No further promotions without Council's consent, and no line 
across Kew Bridge except at the request of the Corporation. (5) Trees not to 
be interfered with except by agreement. (f) Reasonable stopping places. (7) 
The company not to erect a generating station nor to supp!y current within the 
borough. (8) Protection of existing cables, water mains, Ke. (9) Gongs to be 
approved, and sounded according to regulations to be made by the Corporation. 
(10) The Kew Road service not to be more frequent than once in three minutes, 
and the cars to be smaller than those on the Chiswick line. (11) Annual way- 
leave, £1,250, including the extension of the lease of the Kew Road horse tram- 
way. (12) Track to be wood-paved and the remainder of the roadway to be wood- 
paved by arrangeme і. The company to wood-pave the whole road opposite 
places of worship. (13) 30 years’ purchase clause under the Tramways Acts. 

The company have also made an offer to give £20,000 towards 
the cost of securing a right of way, vid the Quadrant, Eton Street, 
Paradise Road, Ormond Road and Red Lion Street, the further 


consideration of which bas been adjourned. 


Rochester.—The Tramways Committee of the T.C. 
have discussed a scheme for the laying of tramways in the city and 
neighbourhood, and have directed their manager to prepare plans 
of routes upon an ordnance sheet, so that the matter may be finally 
discussed. 


Salford.—The differences between Salford and Eccles in 
connection with the construction by the former authority of some 
six miles of tramways in Eccles have been satisfactorily arranged, 
and the agreement is to be submitted for the approval of the Board 
of Trade. When the two boroughs bave their respective new 
systems connected, Salford will take a long lease of the Eccles 
tramways, supplying the necessary electricity to the new cars in the 
meantime. 


Spain.—A narrow-gauge electric tramway is about to be 
constructed between Coruna and Santiago. The water-power of 
the River Tambre is to be utilised in tue generation of the neces- 
sary electrical energy. 

Spen Valley.—The Yorkshire Observer says that the 
Heavy Woollen District Electric Tramway Company, whose lines 
will ran from Cleckheaton down the Spen Valley and over the 
hill at Staincliff to Dewsbury, Thornhill, over Savile Town, are 
about to erect car stations and offices at Heckmondwike and Savile 
Town. 


Sunderland.—Thcere was а long debate at the meeting of 
the T.C. on the 12th inst. on the question as to whether the elec- 
trical trams should be run down the High Street irto the east end, 
the vicinity of the docks. 
tramways recommended, as we stated last week, that, in conse- 
quence of the great cost involved in the scheme, the route should 
not be carried out. The Council refused to sanction the construction 
of the route, all the opponents to which emphasised the excessive 
cost of it. 


Torquay.—The T.C. held a special meeting on 10th inst. 
to receive areport from the Electric Lighting Committee bearing 
on the question of tramways. Th2 Electric Lighting Committee 
recommended: (1) That before making any recommendation as to the 
best system to be adopted, they required further time to consider 
the question, with power to inspect any system ; (2) that the ques- 
tion of routes be deferred for further consideration ; and (3) that 
the Council defer the question as to whether the Corporation 
should apply for a provisional order themselves, or negotiate with 
а company or companies. The rcport was adopted. 


Wallasey.—Two out of the three routes of the new 
Wallasey electric tramways, between Seacombe Ferry and New 
Brighton Ferry, have been opened for traflic during the present 
week. The third and longer route, through Liscard village, will be 
opened at Easter. 


West Australia.—4A special dispatch from Perth to the 
Financial Times says that it is now considered certain that the 
Boulder Tramway Concession will be granted to the Kalgoorlie 
Electric Tramways, a change of feeling having been brought about 
by the extraordinary rapidity with which the Kalgoorlie tram- 
ways are being built, rendering it certain that unless Boulder 
is similarly provided with a tramway the people will move to 
Kalgoorlie, where, at a meeting of ratepayers, Mr. Stoneham 
announced that cara would be running on May Ist. 


West Bromwich.—The Highways Committee’s report, 
to which we referred last week, has been adopted by the Council. 


Underground Railways.— Last week a debate on the 
injury caused to property by underground railways took place in the 
House of Lords on the motion of the Earl of Camperdown, “that it 


The Committee having charge of the | 


is desirable whether by instructionsto the Select Committees on 
these Pills or otherwise, to provide tbat the liability of railway 
companies at common law for such damage, shall not be impaired hy 
the passing of any such Act.” The Earl of Morley, in the course of 
the debate, said that he did not think it desirable that а limit should 
be placed upon the discretion of the Private Bill Committec, and 
believed that the difficulty would be largely met if the committee 
were empowered to introduce into private Bil!s of this kind such 
clauses as the Board of Trade should recommend, with the object of 
minimising and rendering almost impossible the evils of which the 
noble earl complained. He was as anxious as the noble earl 
to prevent or obviate these evils, bat he deprecated. the 
idea that they should alter the whole law of the land in relation to 
railways by applying to these underground railways a different law 
to that which they applied to railways gencrally. Such an altera- 
tion of the law would check enterprise altogether and prevent many 
useful undertakings from being carried out. The Earl of Camper- 
down said the question was one which Parliament ought to deal 
with, and which it should not delegate to any other body, however 
eminent. He did not, however, propose to press the motion to а 
MM but would be content with the discussion which had taken 
place. 


ELECTROMOBILE NOTES. 


Storage Batteries.— Only those electrical engineers and 
electric vehicle manufacturers who have had to solve the problem 
of providing a storage battery for use in road vehicles on common 
ronds realise the great strides in such batteries that have been made, 
and the many improvements, principally in details, introduced by 
many inventors and patentecs during the last six years, resulting in 
batteries of (a) very great output for weight; (b) capable of 
standing 100 per cent. excess of charge and discharge; (c) plates 
protected against disruption and attrition ; (7) the completed cells 
mechanically strong to stand the incessant jolting and shocks on a 
road vehicle; (e) acid-tight cases with ventilating valves; 
(7) flexible and tough connections from cell to cell and to the con- 
troller—all adapted to make the batteries suitable for the rough 
usage, stopping and starting the vehicle, often all but short- 
circuiting, they meet with. It must be a source of great satisfaction 
to those who have pioneered these improvements and find the 
results satisfactory. We trust it may be to their profit als^. 
Reliable storage batteries can now be obtained for псе in electric 
road cars, giving the effective horse-power hour for 56 lbs. of cells, 
as against 168 lis. and more required six years ago, and 
even now listed by those makers who have not made a spcciality 
of this type of cell. The advance made ia reduction of 
weight, combined with greater durability, has made the electric 
road car a practical and economical means of conveyance and transit, 
and places the manufacture of such vehicles on a suund commercial 
basis. Manufacturers of petrol and steam motor cars, having their 
interests in view, appreciate this apparontly more readily than tlc 
electrical engineer, and in America, France (De Dion Bouton Com- 
pany), Germany, Spain, and Austria, electric automobiles are being 
made as а commercial and readily-saleable article. We are not 
aware of a single electric road car manufactory in this conutry, at 
least not one turning out cars for salein any quantity, and able to 
meet the demand. Most of the electric cars iu use in this country 
are imported from America, Germany, and France. 


The Brush Light (Petrol) Car.—The Brush Ekc- 
trical Engineering Company have given their attention to con- 
structing petrol motor cars, and these can be seen at their new show- 
rooms, 66, Great Russell Street, London, W.C. We have lately 
heard of a British-German firm who started some three years ago 
to make automobiles, but at that time they considered it better 
to make petrol motor cars, and did so; now, however, they have 
decided it is time to take up the manufacture of electric motor 
cars, and are doing s». 


Brussels, — In the Automobile Exhibition opened in 
Brussels last Saturday, Messrs. M. J. Lefert, of Ghent, and M. O. 
De Ruyter, Demessine of Brussels, are exhibiting electrical 
vehicles. No English vehicles are to be seen. 


Motor Car Imports and Exports.—The Board of Trade 
gives 213 vehicles as imported into this country during February 
last, valued at £47,759. Exports from this country for the same 
month were valued at 46,379. For January and February the 
imports were valued at £39,688, whilst the British exports were 
£17,501. 

Ameriea,—The Fischer Motor Vehicle Company have 
introduced a combined gasoline and electric omnibus. The system 
consists of a gasoline engine and dynamo, one motor for 
each rear wheel, and a small storage battery with a controller. The 
Scientific American for March has а full description. The omnibus 
is made to carry 18 passengers. Тое power equipment consists of 
a 10-5 Р. 3-cvlinder 4-cycle gasoline engine, running 600 revolutions 
per minute. Directly on the engine shaft is placed the armature 
of a 5-Kw. 110-vclt dynamo. The motors are of special twin 
type, built together, of 5 H.P. each, and will staud an overload 
of 100 per cent. for a short time. The controller is of the 
series-parallel type, with five forward speeds of from 24 to 10 
miles per hour, and two reverse speeds of 24 and 5 miles 
per hour, all controlled from one lever. The batteries consist of 
50 cells, of 90 ampere-hour capacity. The front wheels are 38 in: 
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in diameter, and the rear 46, all equipped with 4-in. Calumet solid 
rubber tires. The inerease in the size of the wheels over former 
electric and other motor-omnibuses tried in this country is a very 
noticeable feature. The gasoline engine is not connected to the 
wheels, but is used to drive the dynamo only, and at a practically 
even speed and constant output. Under normal conditions, such 
as running on the level, the current goes directly from the dynamo, 
through the controller, to the motors; but when running down 
inclines, or slowing up, the current is automatically taken up by the 
batteries; on the other hand, when extra power is required in 
ascending steep grades, or starting heavy loads, the battery furnishes 
the deficiency. The dynamo is used a3 a motor to start the engine. 
In a test of this combined omnibus recently made, the results are 
given as follows:— Total mileage in one day, 54 miles, the engine 
using 124 gallons of vasoline costing 9 cents per gallon, making the 
cost of fnel a fraction over 2 cents (1d.) per mile. There are many 
interesting features in this system, and we know of several engineers 
who are making experimental combination petrol and electric 
motor cars. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cardiff Telephones. — Further information with 
reference to municipal telephones was placed before the Carditf 
Parliamentary Committee on Friday last, and after discussion it 
was resolved to adjourn the further consideration of the subject 
until the Town Clerk was able to obtain further information. 


Lagos.—The annual report of the Governor states that 
inland telegraphic communication between Jebba in Northern 
Nigeria, and the prinicipal out-stations in the colony (Lagos), was 
maintained during the vear by the Government at a cost of £1,359. 
The rate charged is 6d. for 12 words. 


Natal Telegraphs.— In the Vutal Government Gazelle it 
is stated that the estimate of the amount required to defray the 
expenses of works under Loans Telegraph Department, in the year 
ending June 30th, 1903, is £26,164. Of this amount, the sum of 
47,584 will be required for the new through telezraph line, Durban 
to Howick, skirting the railway. 


Reductions of Telegraph Rates,—The Eastern Exten- 
tion Australasia and China Telegraph Company announces that in 
view of the recent substantial reduction of tariff for telegrams 
transmitted between Europe and British India, it bas arranged for 
the following reduction of rates to be brought into force from the 
lst prox. for telegrams exchanged between Europe on the one side 
and the Straits Settlements and Netherlands Mast Indies on the 
oth г side:—For Straits Settlements, from 4s. 6d. per word to 3s. 6d. 
per word ; for Java, from 5s. per word to 4s. per word ; for Sumatra 
aud other islands, from 5s. 5d. per word to 4s. 5d. per word. 


Telegraph Rates to India.— In the House of Commons 
on 14th inst, Mr. Henniker Heaton asked the Secretary of State 
for India whether he had made any fresh agreement with the 
Eastern Telegraph Company ог with the Indo-Europeau Telegraph 
Company in connection with the recent reduction of telegraph rates 
to India; whether he would give an assurance that no agreement 
or re-arraueement of agreements with the Indo-Furopean or Eastern 
Telegraph Companies would be made until after the House of 
Commons bad had an opportunity of examining and discussing the 
fnil and final report of the devartmental committee. In reply, 
Lord G Hamilton said teat ro fresh agreement bad been entered 
into witu the Eastern a d Indo Europeau Telegraph Companies in 
connection with the recent reduction of rates to ludia. It was not 
proposed fo inte Sepe or delay the negotiations now in progress 
with regard to a date for the determination of the Joint Purse 
Agreement and the Australian Message Fund. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES, INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
Latakia-Cyprng ., .. June 20, 1899 .. 
Para-Maranham, . March 1, 1900 ae 


_ March 11. 
Alesandria-Laruaca PE eu i .. Jan. 19, 1902, ae 
Perm bock ES oe oe з ee .. Feb. 26, 1992 
Cavenne- Pinheiro s .. Mareh х, I9 
Carcavellos-Ponta Delgada T 

Лата Соп РА 
Zulizibur- Mombassa 

Assab- Massana . 


.. March 10, 1902.. 
.. March 13, 1902.. 
.. Mareh 13, 1902.. 
. March 17. 1902. 


March 15. 


LANDLAIXES:— 


‘Via Hanckin" on Persian territory . Feb. 24. 1900 oe 
о with ee and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 А 
Garta Barcelona P i ; Mareh 17, 1902 . 


Wireless Telegraphy,—tlc is stated that the director of 
the chief post and telegraph office at Odessa has authorised the 
installation of wireless telegraphy apparatus for experimental 
purposes between Kherson and Golaja Pristan, a distance of 10 
miles, in order that the officials may become acquainted with all the 
details of the system. 


. Btokera, piping, condensers, valves, 


CONTRAOTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 
Barcelona.—April 7th. The Port and Docks Board of 


Barcelona wiil on this date consider tenders for supply and instal- 
lation of machinery, geared by electricity for the loading and un- 
loading of merchandise, and the establishment of the necessary 
conduits, as well as the installation of electric light. 


Bedford.—April 3rd. 28 80-kw. alternating current 
transformers for the Corporation. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


Brighton.—March 24th. Telephone cables, conduits, 
poles, instruments, wires, batteries, switchboards and various other 
materials for Corporation telephone system. See “ Official Notices ” 
February 28th. 

Devonport.—April 16th. Permanent way, bonding, 
&c., for over three miles of track for the Corporation. See 
* Official Notices" March 14th. 


Edinburgh.—March 31st. Arc lamp carbons, cast-iron 
pipes, also road box frames, covers, &c. See Official Notices“ 
March 14th. 

Hackney.—April 9th. Three water-tube boilers, water 
softener, &c., for the electricity works. See “Official Notices " 
February 28th. 

Halifax.— March 24th. Water-tube boilers, super- 
heaters, 200-K w. rotary converters, 75-K w. transformers, and high 
tension switchboard for the Corporation. See “ Official Notices " 
March 14th. 

Hford.— March 24th. Cars, trucks, motors and equip- 
ments. бее “ Official Notices” February 21st. 


Ilford. March 27th. U. D. C. wants tenders for over- 
head line equipment, poles, feeder cables, &c. See “Official 
Notices " March 7th. 

Maidenhead.—April 4th. 
are wanted by the E.L. Committee. See Official Notices to-day. 


Manchester.—March 27th. Steam and other piping 
and tanks for Stuart Street generating station for the Corporation. 
See ‘‘ Official Notices " March 14th. 


Middleton.—March 26th. "Tramway feeders and pilots, 
cast-iron pipes and extensions to lighting distributors for the Сог- 
poration. See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Oldham.—March 25th. Piping, pumps, tools, &c., for 
the Greenhill electricity station. See “ Official Notices " February 
28th. 

Penang.—April 28th. Boilers, condenser, pumps, pipes, 
steam dynamos and balancer bœostei, switchboards, batteries, cables, 
junction boxes, arc and glow lamps, posts and accessories, for the 


commissioners of George Town. See our Official Notices“ March 
14th. 


Plymouth.—^March 25th. Electricity meters, cables, 
and transformers. See “Offcial Notices" March 7th. 


Plymouth.—March 25th. Lancashire boilers and 
&c. See “Offcial Notices 


„Easy wiring " proposals 


March 7th. 


Rathmines,—May 186. 300-Kw. steam dynamo, switch- 
board and mains. See Official Notices” to-day. 


Rockhampton (Australia).— March 31st. The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. See 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


St. Petersburg.—March 25th. The Executive Board 
of the municipality is wanting tenders for the installation of a 
temporary telephone station for 900 subscribers. Full particulars 
were given in our advertisement pages last week of the various 
apparatus and instruments and cables required. 


Nalford.—March 22nd. Electric motors up to 3 H.P., 
ditto, from 4 to 15 H.P., also starting switches and resistances, for 
the Corporation motor hiring scheme. See Official Notices" 
March 7th. 


Shipley.— April 2nd. Tenders are invited for an electric 
light installation at the Central Schools. Sce “ Official Notices ” 
to-day. 

Southend.— pril 2nd. Electric wiring propositions are 
wanted by the Corporation. See “Official Notices" March 14th. 


Npain.—March 29th. The Board of Trade Journal 
enys that for the third time tenders are being called for the 
installation and working for 15 years of the electric light in the 
“Carcel Modelo," Madrid, at the upset price of 40,000 pesetas, or 
about ¢1,164 per annum, payable in monthly instalments. A 
provisional deposit of 2,000 pesetas, or about £58, is required to 
qualify any tender. The number of lamps and other particulars 
may be learnt upon application at the Secretariat of the Prison 
Committee, situated in the “ Prisión Celular," Madrid. 


(Continued on page 477.) 
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BRISTOL ELECTRICITY WORKS 
EXTENSIONS. 


THE Corporation of Bristol was one of the earliest to obtain 
a provisional electric lighting order, this being granted by 


VIEW OF ENGINE Room, AvONBANK. 


the Board of Trade in 1883, the year after the passing of 
the Electric Lighting Act. Mr. (now Sir) W. H. Preece 
was appointed consulting engineer, but 
acting upon his advice the Corporation 
deferred further action for several 
years—electricity being at that time, 
we presume, in arms. However, in 
1891, Mr. Preece drew up a scheme 
for the supply of 20,000 8-C. P. lamps 
and 100 arc lamps, estimated to cost 
£66,000, and the erection of a generat- 
ing station was commenced on a site 
at Temple Back; in the following year 
Mr. H. Faraday Proctor was appointed 
city electrical engineer, and proceeded 
with the work of laying down the plant 
and mains. Supply was begun in 1893, 
simultaneously with the opening of the 
Bristol Exhibition, and by the end of 
the same year there were 8,000 lamps 
connected. Large extensions were 
carried out in 1894, and again in 1896 ; 
the additional auxiliary machinery in- 
stalled in the latter year was arranged 
for electric driving, a proceeding which attracted 
nuch attention. Additions to the plant took place 
every year, and in 1900 a direct current supply for 


motive power purposes was begun. By this time 
the resources of the original site were practically exhausted, 
and as it was impossible to obtain space for extensions at. 
a reasonable cost, it was resolved to erect new works capable- 
of meeting all requirements for many years to come. 
| For this purpose, Mr. Proctor, with 
the assistance of his staff, drew out a 
complete scheme and designed the new 
station. The site adopted by the 
Electricity Committee at Avonbank, on 
the Feeder Road, is bounded by a 
canal and à" Colliery—apparently ideal 
neighbours! А branch line of the 
Great Western Railway Company also 
adjoins the site, which covers 10: 
acres, and is within a reasonable dis- 
tance of the area to be supplied. 

The excavations were commenced in: 
November, 1900, and the foundations 
were finished in five months. No time 
was lost in erecting the buildings and 
plant, and so rapidly was the work 
pushed forward, that in December, 
1901, the boilers were got under steam. 
The official inauguration of the new 
works took place on the 19th of last 
month. А T 

^ The first instalment of the works. 
has been erected near the north-west 
corner of the site, and the. line 
forming the centre of the ultimate 
scheme passes through the middle of 
the existing stoking space; in other- 
words, one complete section of engine: 
room and boiler house has been erected, 
which will at а later date be repeated on the east side of the 
stoking space, the latter being common to the existing and 
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CoaL-HANDLING PLANT ON CANAL BANK. 


future portions of the works. The present portion forms 
only about one thirty-third of the ultimate scheme as plotted 
out for this site. 
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On taking “ borings” of the site it was found that the 
subsoil consisted of made ground, peat, clay, and gravel, 
under which was found the hard red marl, this being precti- 
cally level for the whole of the area now built upon. The 
foundations are formed of concrete walls of thicknesses 
varying from 4 ft. 6 in. upwards, running parallel with the 
main walls of the building ; it was found that the subsoil 
was sometimes dry and sometimes wet, even at a considerable 
depth, so that the conditions were quite unsuitable for 
timber pile foundations. On the top of the concrete 
walls there is a bed of concrete of thickness varying 
according to the weight that is to be carried. 


SECTION OF AvONBANK WORKS (A8 COMPLETED.) 


The building has been arranged wholly with a view to 
utility. Since the inside of theengine room wall is required 
for the fixing of switchboards, no windows have been placed 
therein ; indeed, these are not required, as the whole of the 
roof is formed of glass. 

A 15-ton electrically-driven single-motor travelling crane 
is provided in the engine room. 

A dock has been formed on the Feeder canal to allow 
of coal. barges lying alongside without interfering with 
other vessels. The coal discharging plant consists of an 
electrically-driven winch working a Hone’s grab at the 
water's edge; this lifts the coal from the barge, and passes 
it through an automatic weighing machine into a truck, 
which runs by gravitation down an incline erected high 
above the roadway. The weight of the 
loaded truck is utilised to raise a heavy 
counterweight ; when the truck has 
reached its journey’s end, its sides 
automatically open, the coal falls into 
the elevator pit, and the empty truck is 
returned to the riverside by the counter- 
weight. From the elevator pit an end- 
less chain of buckets, driven by an 
electric motor and gear placed in the 
conveyer house above the coal bunkers, 
carries the coal to the top of the build- 
ing, and over the whole length of the 
bunkers, into any part of which the coal 
can be emptied automatically ; passing 
down the rear end of the block, the 
buckets return on a lower level by 
way of the ash tunnel. From the coal 
bunkers overhead long shoots are 
arranged, by which the coal can be 
discharged into the  buckets at the 
lower level, and can be taken by them 
up again to another part of the 
bunkers; thus it is possible to move 
the coal from one position іп the 
bunkers to any other where it may be 
required, а provision not usually 
arranged for, but obviously of con- 
siderable advantage. From the bottom 
of the coal bunkers shoots also run 
to the different coal hoppers fitted to 
the mechanical stokers. ‘These shoots are so arranged that 
the coal can be measured as it is used. 

The stokers are of Meldrum's “ Koker” type, and are 
worked in conjunction with induced draught. The ash 


passes over the back of the fire bars, down shoots into the 
ash tunnel below, whence it is wheeled away. 

At the present time four Babcock water-tube boilers have 
been installed, each of which is capable of evaporating 1,400 


BorLkEB HOUSE AT AVONBANK. 


gallons per hour. The steam pressure at which these 
boilers are worked is 200 lbs.; they are fitted with super- 
heaters, and owing to the high temperature of the steam the 
whole of the pipe work, valves, &c., has been made of steel 
or iron, no brass or copper whatever having been used. 


STEAM-ALTERNATOR AND CONDENSING PLANT. 


Green's economisers are placed in the flues at the back of the 
boilers. 

The chimney stack is of mild steel, 9 ft. in diameter, 70 ft. 
high; at the base there are two fans, each 7 ft. 6 in. 
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diameter, 25 in. in width, driven by Bumsted & Chandler's 
two-crank high-speed engines of 75 B. H.P., which fans draw 
the gases from the main flue and force them up the chimney. 
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WATER-SOFTENING PLANT. 


The fan engines are fitted with automatic governors, so 
arranged that an increase in the steam pressure at the boilers 
will act upon the governors and decrease the speed of the 
engines, thereby lessening the intensity of the induced 
draught until the boiler pressure has again fallen to the 
normal. The automatic control is obtained by a governor, 
invented by -Mr. Chandler, which acts on the principle of 
the Bourdon pressure gauge, and appears to be very 
sensitive. 

The fans have been tested for a capacity of 97,000 cub. ft. 
of air each per minute, at 60° F., and a water gauge pressure 
of 24 in., at the low speed of 255 revolutions per minute. 

The induced draught plant, including the chimney stack 
iteelf, was supplied by Messrs. Bumsted & Chandler, of Hed- 
nesford. 

In the boiler house, between the range of boilers and the 
chimney, there is a pump house containing steam pumps for 
feeding the boilers, and water meters, 
through which all the water used is 
pasecd; also a steam engine and an 
electric motor, either of which may be 
used for driving the stoking gear. 

The pumps are of Messrs. G. & J. 
Weir's tandem-compound type, the 
pumps being 10 in. diameter by 21 in. 
stroke. Тһе high pressure and low ; аца 
pressure steam cylinders are arranged 15) | 
on the vertical tandem system, with a 
single steam valve of the Weir type for 
the two cylinders. The pumps are of 
cast-iron, fitted with bronze liners and 
bronze buckets. The high pressure 
cylinder is supported on columns, 
entirely clear of the low pressure cylinder, 
so that no leakage can pass from one 
cylinder to the other. 

This firm has also supplied two 
general service pumps, 9 in. diameter 
x 18 in. stroke, each capable of 
delivering 10,000 gallons of water per 
hour against a 45 ft. head. 

At the corner of the land near to the 
north end of the buildings are placed the water softeners, 
supplied by Messrs. Doulton & Co., of Lambeth. They 
consist of cast-iron tanks, placed at a high level, in which 


suitable chemicals for softening the feed water are mixed. 
The water is afterwards delivered into settling tanks, from 
which the feed pumps draw their supply. 

In the engine room, which is 150 ft. long x 47 ft. wide, 
and 40 ft. high to the springing of the roof, there are at 
present placed two 745-Kw. steam alternators, each capable 
of an emergency load of 920 xw. There are also two 
165-KW. steam dynamos, intended for supplying energy to 
the numerous motors used for driving auxiliary plant in the 
present instalment and future extension of the works. 

All the engines are of the Willans standard type, the 
larger having three and the smaller two cranks. 

Each of the larger engines is direct coupled to a Siemens 
** copper-type ” alternator, running at a speed of 224 revolu- 
tions per minute, and generating electricity at a pressure of 
about 2,000 volts, 98 cycles per second. The exciters for 
the alternators are also of Messrs. Siemens Bros.’ make. 

The smaller engines are direct-coupled to Siemens two- 
pole compound-wound dynamos, generating direct current 
at a pressure of 500 volts. 

The condenser, supplied by Messrs, W. H. Allen, Son & Co., 
is of thesurface type, with a total cooling surface of 4,000 sq. ft. 
This condenser is capable of dealing with 45,000 lbs. of 
steam per hour, with cooling water at 60? F. Two electri- 
cally-driven three-throw air pumps are provided, each having 
a diameter of 10 in. x 10 in. stroke, and each is capable of 
dealing with 22,500 lbs. of steam per hour when running at 
a speed of 170 revolutions per minute. These pumps are 
constructed on the Edwards principle, and are driven through 
connecting rods from a three-throw crankshaft, which is 
coupled direct to an electric motor of Messrs. Siemens’ 
shunt-wound type. The circulating water for the 
condenser is supplied by two centrifugal pumps. One 
of these is of Messrs, Allen’s ‘ Conqueror” centrifugal 
type, having suction and discharge branches 12 in. 
diameter, and is capable of delivering 2,500 gallons of water 
per minute. This pump is coupled direct to an electric 


motor. The other pump is driven by a Bumsted and 


Chandler steam engine, similar to those employed for 
driving the fans, 

The circulating pumps are placed in the pump pit at the 
extreme end of the existing portion of the engine room. [п 
the middle of this pit there is a cold well, from which the 
water is drawn, this cold well being connected with the 
Feeder by means of a culvert 3 ft. in diameter; a return 
culvert has also been run, through which the water is all 
returned to the Feeder after it has been passed through the 
condensers. Provision is made in the existing pit for 
increasing the present pumping capacity three-fold. In the 
pit are also placed the service steam pumps, for delivering 
water from the cold well to the water-storage tanks placed at a. 
high level in the boiler house, and to the water-softening plant, 


Sus-StaTIon AT WHITELADIES’ Roan. 


From the pump pit, which is 12 ft. below the level of the 
engine room floor, access is gained to the exhaust pipe trench, 
which runs throughout the length of the engine room, and in 
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which there is ample room for the inspection or overhauling 
and repairing of the pipes. 

On the other side of the engine room, and in a correspond- 
ing position under the floor, there is a similar trench for 
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on account of the very large area over which the energy has 
to be supplied. 

The current is taken from the central station direct 
to distributing sub-stations at various central points, and 
is there transformed from 
2,000 volts to 105 or 210 
volts, at which pressure it 
is delivered to the con- 
sumers. 

The sub-station, situated 
under the roadway at the 
junction of Whiteladies 
Road with Queen’s Road, 
of which an illustration is 
given, is used as the dis- 
tributing centre for the 
whole of Clifton and Red- 
land. Sub-high pressure 
cables are taken therefrom 
to all the different sub- 
stations in the before 
mentioned neighbourhoods, 
all the necessary fuses and 
other safety appliances re- 
quired for the controlling 
of these feeders being con- 
tained in this distributing 
station. The trunk feeder 
cables for the Clifton and 
Redland Street arc lighting 
circuits are similarly treated 
in this sub-station. There 
are in all at the present 
time 55 sub-stations, the 
dimensions of the smallest 
standard size of sub-station 
being 10 ft. long, 6 ft. 6 іп; 


Enare Room АТ TEMPLE-BACKE. 7 wide, and 6 ft. 6 in. high. 


electric cables, which at one end will be extended to the 
Feeder Road, and thence either to the Temple Back works or 
to different parts of the city, and at the other will be carried 
up to the switchboard gallery, which has been placed against 
the outer side wall of the engine room. 

The switchboard gallery is at a height 
of 12 ft. above the engine room floor, 
the space beneath being used for the 
machine resistances and other apparatus. 
The switchboards are of the Ferranti 
type, and are built into the wall. 

Each machine and circuit panel 
consists of an oil-break fuse, with 
duplicate contacts, a high pressure 
spring “oil-break” switch and high 
pressure ammeter. 

The same type of switchboard is being 
installed by degrees at Temple Back, to 
take the place of the older form of 
switchboard. 

From the switchboard connections 
are made by means of trunk mains with 
the plant at Temple Back, it being the 
intention to run the whole of the plant, 
for the time being at any rate, in parallel, 
the energy generated at the Avonbank 
works being transmitted by means of 
these mains to Temple Back works for 
distribution over the city. The mains 
at present laid are three in number— 
two-conductor, concentric, paper in- 
sulated, of Messrs. Siemens Bros.’ 
make. 

The distribution of energy is carried 
out on the three following systems :— 
High pressure alternating current at 
2,000 volts ; direct current at 600 volts for arc lighting ; 
and direct current on the three-wire system at 250 or 
500 volts. 

The high pressure alternating current system was adopted 
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The cables used for feed- 

ing the sub-stations with 

high-preasure current are two-conductor concentric .cables, 

insulated with impregnated fibre or paper, lead-covered and 

armoured. These cables are laid direct in the ground, and 
covered over with bricks. 
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CROSS-SECTION OF AVONBANK WORKS (AS AT PRESENT). 


The low pressure cables are made up with three con- 
centric conductors similarly insulated and armoured. 

The whole of the street arc lighting is arranged on the 
multiple series system, 12 lamps being placed in each 
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circuit. The first 96 street arc lamps erected in Bristol were 
on this system. The arc lamps are all of the Brockie-Pell 
double type, the older lamps having top and bottom carbons 
of the same diameter. 

Since numerous applications were received for electricity 
for driving machinery in different parts of the City, it 
was deemed advisable to inaugurate a supply of direct 
current for such purposes, since direct current motors are 
more suitable for driving some classes of machinery than 
those supplied with alternating current. Mains for supply- 
ing this class of energy have been laid in the principal manu- 
facturing districts in the central portions of the city, and are 
being extended to some of the outlying districts as the 
demand arises. 

The number of lamps added during the last financial 
year was the greatest recorded in the history of the under- 
taking, amounting to 21,799, and the rate has been main- 
tained durinz the current year. Electric radiators have also 
been freely used, but the greatest progress is shown by the 
motor load, electrical energy for this purpose being supplied 
at a very low rate—1id. per unit, subject to a discount up 
to 20 per cent. according to quantity. Before this rate was 
adopted, in 1900, the motor load was 111 H.P.; in the fol- 
lowing year it rose to 377 H.P., and in February this year 
it was 719, while applications are in hand for 600 H P. in 
addition. 

Energy used for lighting, between midnight and one hour 
before sunset, is charged for at the rate of 35d. per unit: at 
other times the charge is 5d. per unit, and both rates are 
subject to a discount on a sliding scale up to 30 per cent. 
The total lamp connection last month was 122,293 8-c.P. 
lamps, and 310 public arc lamps. Including also the 
motors, the total connections are equivalent to 140,172 
8-c.P. lamps, and the capacity of the plant is 164,660 8-C. P., 
or 4,922 Kw. The units sold in the current year up to last 
month amounted to over 2 millions. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the undertaking is in a highly prosperous condition, a 
fact which reflects great credit upon the city electrical engi- 
neer, Mr. H. Faraday Proctor, and upon his staff, chief of 
whom are the deputy city electrical engineer, Mr. Н. H. 
Couzens, and the station superintendent, Mr. J. Н. Bolam. 
No article on Bristol electricity department would be com- 
plete without reference to Alderman (icorge Pearson, the 
popular chairman of the Electrical Committee, who has 
stood by the department through thick and thin, and is in 
no small degree responsible for its success. 


CONTRACTS OPEN, 


(Continued from page 472.) 
Southampton.—March 26th. "Trolley wire, poles, rail 


bonds, &c., for the Corporation tramways. See '' Official Notices” 
March 14th. 


Southampton.—April 5th. Boilers, mains, conduits, 
economiser, crane, and machine tools for the Electricity Department. 
See “ Official Notices" to-day. 


Southend.—April 3rd. 50 arc lamp columns for the 
Corporation. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Spain.—April Ist. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders until April 1st for the 
supply of 136 tons of iron wire 4 mm. diameter, and 5 tous 5 mm. 
diameter. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to he 
sent to, La Direccion General de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas 10, 
Madrid. 


Spain.—April 3rd. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities are inviting tenders until April 3rd for the supply of 15 
tons of copper wire. Particulars may be obtained from, and ten- 
ders are to be sent to, La Direccion General de Correos y Tele- 
grafos, 10, Carretas, Madrid. 


Stoke-upon-Trent.—March 26th. Engine and dynamo, 
electric motor, &., for the Guardians. See our Official Notices“ 
March 14th. 


Sunderland.—March 26th. India-rubber cable and 
cast-iron pipes for electric light department. See Official 
Notices " March 14th, 


Sydney.—May 7th. Messrs. Preece & Cardew, on behalf 
of the Municipal Council, invite tenders for equipment of electricity 
works and sub-stations. Water-tube boilers, three-phase steam 
alternators, battery, motor-generators, static transformers, switch- 
boards, &c. See “Official Notices” to-day. 


Warrington.— pril 9th. Steel rails and permanent 
way work, also overhead equipment for Corporation tranways. 
See '' Official Notices " March 14th. 


Watford.—March 27th. “Free” wiring proposals are 
invited by the U.D.C. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


CLOSED. 


Aberdeen.—Teniers have been accepted as follows for 
the electrical equipment of the Rosemount section of the tram- 
ways: — | 


B. I. W. Co., overhead work ia xx i .. .. £819 
Anchor Cable Company, cables 925 е ae .. 1.412 
British Electric Car Company, 12 cars.. ex 3 .. 6,710 


Bradford, —The Corporation has accepted the offer of the 
General Electric Company, Limited, to supply 10,000 16-с.р. 
230 volts B.C. incandes:ent lamps for the sum of £447 18s. dd. The 
work of building the new generating station in Valley Road is 
being pushed on night and day, and the Corporation has accepted 
tke offer of Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Limited, to supply four 
water-tube boilers complete, with superheaters, stokers, and over- 
head gangway, for this new station for the sum of £6,930. 


Brigliton.—Messrs. Witting Bros, Electrical Engineers 
and Coatractors, Limited, have secured the order for 10 com- 
plete motor cars, each consisting of a Milnes car body of latest 
type, mounted upon a Brush truck, the electrical equipments being 
of Witting Bros.’ staudard pattern throughout. 


King’s Lyun.—The T.C. have accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Н & T. Danke, Netherton, Dudley, for a new Lancashire 
boiler, conuecting pipes, &c, at £782 103. 


hingston-upon-Thames, — The Т.С. on Tuesday 
accepted the lowest of the following tenders for the supply of one 
mile of each of the low pressure cables specified : — 


*1 (per mile). 2 (per mile). 

St. Helens Cable Company .. T és .. £412 0 0 £530 0 0 
W. T. Glover & Co... "à T E .. 295 0 0 493 0 0 
Siemens Bros. Ex + Vs PA .. 290 0 0 470 0 0 
Jobnson & Phillips ; bs s 2» .. W217 6 458 17 6 
British Insulated Wire Company .. oe . 255 0 0 425 0 0 
267 0 0 440 0 0 

Henley's Telegraph Co. (accepted). acs .. 252 0 0 408 0 0 


Liverpool.—The City Council have accepted tenders for 
supplies of articles required in the electric supply department for 
the year ending March 31st, 1903, as follows :—For insulated cables 
and wires, the Telegraph Manufacturing Company, Limited; the 
St. Helens Cable Company, Limited; Messrs. W. T. Glover and 
Company, Limited ; incandescent electric lamps (English make), 
Edison & Swan United Electric Light Company, Limited; (foreign 
make), the Electrical Company, Limited; metera, Messrs. Ferranti, 
Limited; brass and copper castings, the Telegraph Manufacturing 
Company and R. Roberts & Sons; cotton waste, Messrs. W. C. Jones, 
Limited; wood casing and sundries, Messrs. P. Lloyd Jones and 
Company, and R. Lambert. 

Among tenders for goods for the tramways department, those of 
the following firms were accepted for rubber hose :--The Rubber 
Company, of Scotland, Limited (Stirling); the St. Helens Cable 
Company, Limited; Hellewell & Co.; India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha, 
and Telegraph Works, Limited; S. M. Jones; G. Maclellan and 
Company; C. Macintosh & Co.; Northern Rubber Company, 
Limited; J. Rogerson & Co., and (iibson Bros. The tender of 
Messrs. Tetlow Bros. for the supply and delivery of seven steel 
Lancashire boilers at £705 per boiler, was also accepted. 


Mauchester.—We mentioned last week that Messrs. 
Mather & Platt had received a contract for surface condensing 
plant. Tenders were also accepted for cooling towers, three to he 
supplied by the Wheeler Condenser Company, three by Archibald 
Koppell,and four by the Klein Engineering Company. Messrs. 
Higginbottom & Mannock are to supply two electric overhead 
travellers of 50 tons each ; and subway alterations at Stuart Street 


e are to be carried out by Mr. E. Nuttall. 


Morecambe.—The tender of the Electrical Power Storage 
Company has been accepted for the renewal and putting in complete 
working order of the battery at the East Street sub-station. 


Re South Lancashire Scheme.—It having been 
published that the whole of the equipment for the above central 
station and sub-station schemes has been placed in the hands of 
Messrs. Witting Bros., Messrs. Ferranti, Limited, point out that 
this is not quite correct, for the whole of the switch-gear equipment, 
both high and low pressure, will be supplied by them for the sub- 
stations, аз well as the central station. 


Sunderland,—The Council, on the 12th inst., accepted 
the tender of Messrs. Crompton & Co. for the supply of 20,000 pairs 
of carbons. 
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DBarnstaple.— The following is a list of the tenders 
submitted to the Council for various electrical plant, Mr. Trentham 
being the consulting engineer. It is exceedingly interesting to 
note the enormous difference between the highest and lowest 
tenders in nearly every cnse, and one is led to ask the reason 


thereof :— 
SECTION A.—BolLERR. 


Renshaw & Co.. .. £1,691 Johnson & Phillips. £2,36 
Babcock & Wilcox (accepted) 1,899 : Hornsby & Sons К 9 6 2,36 
Reavell & Co. . 1,941. Danks... wx " oe 2,381 
British, Insulated Wire Co.. Em 3,994 Fraser ; as ae 2,498 


British’ Westinghouse $6 2,017 
Anderston Foundry Co. 2,121 
John Thompson e vi 2,299 


James Carter .. oe - 9,571 
Lancashire Dynamo Co 2 
Tinkers, Limited s T 2 
Daniel Adamson as ve aa 


Davey, Paxman & Co. ©з | 

Newton Electrical Со. өз 2,865 . Ruston Proctor ge M 491 
Section B.— STEAM AND EXHAUST Pires, 

Crompton & Co. és .. £1,080 John Spencer .. .. 41,319 


John Thompson А 1,097 | Wheeler Condenser Co. 1.925 
Babcock & Wilcox (accepted) 1,113 Newton Electrical Co. es 1,861 
Johnson & Phillips. ix 1,126 | Ashton, Frost & Co, .. 9 1.875 
British Westinghouse Co. .. 1,145 Korting .. es we 22 1,661 


British Insulated Wire Co... 3,168 | Mecban .. wx vs "m 1,999 
Lancashire Dynamo Co. 1,164 Reavell & Co. .. ә "P 2,111 
Anderston Foundry Co.  .. 1,167 Klein. i 2а Р 2,128 


James Carter .. © - 1,996 


SECTION C, ENGINES, 


Matthew Paul .. да .. £1,561 Anderston Foundry Co. .. £2,000 
Allgemeine oe 2 ee 1,707 Jackson .. 2,014 
Allen & Co. ia M" 1,755 British Insulated Wire Co. 2,060 
Johnson & Phillips A X 1,768 B. Thomas Vx wis 2,065 
Vauxhall Ironworks Co.. 1,778 | Thomas Parker 2x 25 2,065 
International ш Со. bs 1,575 i ЕСС. .. v ide 2,169 
Royce .. А е 58 1,780 : Belliss & Moreom  .. 2,218 
Crompton & Co. x 800 Sunderland Engineering Co. 2,263 
Johnson-Lundell Co. ad 900 , Howden .. ss vs 2,950 
Lahmeyer ws zs ae 806 Scott & Mountain б 2,975 
Schuckert sie - ai 906 Thames Electrical Eng. Co. 2,286 
John Fowler аж vs 842 | Reavell & Co. ; 2,316 
India-Rubber Co.  .. А 843 Holmes ae .. 008,358 
Witting .. ° Willans & Robinson eS vs 2,627 


Davey, АУ & Со. ` 2 Cannock Chase.. oe - 2,686 


Wed bud ped ad рыл md id bad фей i ума рей 
«eur 
Ы № о 
Ato 


Mavor & Coulson 5» - "99 Mather & Platt ws 26 2,650 
British Westinghouse Co. .. ,955 Ashton, Frost & Co. .. a 8,600 
Howden . a ,980 Vereinigte M es as 3,640 
Lanenshire Dynamo Co. 992 
Вксттох D. —DyNAM OE. 

Howden .. $5 s .. £1,260 Schuckert . £2,161 
Allgemeine ‘te "T 25 1,441 British Insulated Wire Co.. 2,225 
Howden .. ‘ie s is 1,550 Thos. Parker .. T x 2,259 
Reavell .. s ЯР ә 1,568 Holmes .. ia 25 - 2,287 


Broadbent ..  .. . 1,689 Allen & co. 2294 
Mavor & Coulson «5 ee 1,678 | India-Rubber Co. ss ats 2,28 


Witting .. e Vs T 1,730 Bruce Peebles . 2,378 
Lahmeyer - sa 1,736 Electrical Construction Со. ` 2,419 
Lancashire Dynamo .. £s cs 1,763 Johnson & Phillips .. és 2,449 
B. Thomas T" A аа 1,817 Jackson .. x 2,483 
Veritys, Ltd. УР a 1,839 British Westinghouse Co. sä 9.486 
Royce, Ltd.  .. "A 1,870 Anderston Foundry Co. 2,588 
Thames Elec. Eng. Co. Зе 1,878 i Sunderland Forge Co, in 2,629 
Johnson-Lundell Co. i 1,978 Armstrong-Mitchell .. Ws 4,329 
John Fowler . $ 1,988 . COMBINED SETS. 
International Electric Co. 2,000 , Newton Elec. Co. (accepted) 8,909 
Crompton & Co. ae T 2,119 Parsons .. 2s ie 4,790 
Siemens Bros. .. i ad 2,160 Mather & platt Á E 1,871 
SECTION Е, 

Fryer . aie -" T £625 Fdison & Swan E" 2 8 4797 
Schuckert 629 Dorman & Smith T " 809 
Newton Elec. Co. (accepted) 649 General Electric Co.. ai 811 
Statter & Co. : 655 Johnson & Phillips. - 416 
British Insulated Wire Co. Я 661 Elliott Bros 4% 848 
British Westinghouse Co. .. 665 Williamson & Joseph. 24 M50 
Nalder & Thompson .. 70 684 Blackwell ae Wis Vs 891 
John Fowler Ex i 600 Siemens Bros. .. ae Vie 900 
Crompton & Co. x s 622 Allgemeine vs 952 ©» 901 
Veritys, Ltd. s a 703 Kelvin . - ss z% 927 
Lancashire Dynamo Co. 707 Witting .. T 9€0 
Brook, Hurst zy gs 718 Armstrong, Mitchell & Co... 967 
B. Thomas x ES 925 713 Mechan ,. s T ee 1.205 
Clayton & Co. .. we oe 787 


Ѕ$кстіом F. 


Anchor Cable Co. . £2,000 Callender vx sd eo £2207 
Bt. Helen's Cable Co. (accepted) 2. 001 Allgemeine bs ss 2,29] 
Johnson & Phillips .. 2,141 Telegraph Manuf. € 0. oi 2,374 
British eee En T 2,199 British Insulated Wire Co... 2,514 
Henley .. 2,238 Newton Electric Co. .. m 9, 511 
Western Electric C o. ié 2,202 Glover & Со, .. va 2, 681 
Section H. Accuu LAT ORS. 
Schultz А £960 D.P. Battery .. 905 . £1,819 
Ashmore, Benson (accepted) 1,031 E P.8. Co. : sig 1,427 
Johnson & Phillips .. as 1l] | Newton Electric Co. ee 355 1,423 
Hart Battery Co. 1,142 | Tudor Co. а 1,436 
British Insulated Wire Со. 1,200 Allgemeine ar T 1,472 
Lancashire Dynamo %o. 1,200 | E. Lomer s 1,500 
Power Traction Coo. ae 1.215 | British Westinghouse Со. .. 1,520 
Veritys, Ltd. .. Se 8 1,265 Chloride o.. ue s 1.624 


SECTION L--CRANE 


Chatteris 5 4115 Carrick & Ritchie НЕ e 1159 
Johnson & Phillips .. 123 British Westinghouse Co, .. 114 
British Insulated Wire Co... 125 Vereinigte 5 a 175 
Marshal], Fleming . at 134 : Broadbent & Sons ree ae 190 
Allgemeine - s is 112 , Witting . 225 Ja g 
Isles i es 855 T 144 Stothert & Pitt.. sa 215 
Jas. Spencer... i 145 Newton .. as as ee 220 
Lancashire oe C о. sin 159 John Thorne .. ds i 315 
Carrick & Sons. - sa 151 
Section K.—W ELL. 

British Insulated Wire Co... 4 30 Calyx Boring ; £392 
Lancashire Dynamo Co.. 829 Merryweather .. - i 202 
Newton .. 101 Mather & Platt. s sd 647 
Johnson & Phillips (accepted) 261 Isler 25 F © sa 325 
British Westinghouse Co. .. 854 Neal à - ifs Е 460 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, March 21st.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Mechanical Engi- 
neers. Meeting. Papers to be read and discussed :— 
“Fencing of Steam and Gas Engines,” by Mr. H. D. 
Marshall; “Fencing or Guarding Machinery used in 
Textile Factories.” by Mr. S. R. Platt; Protection of 
Lift Shafts, and Safety Devices in Connection with 
Lift Doors and Controlling Gear,” by Mr. H. C. 
Walker; “Guarding Machine Tools,” by Mr. W. Н. 
Johnson. 


At 7.30 p.m. North-East Coast Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders. Meeting in the Marine School, 
Ocean Road, South Shields. The discussion on Mr. 
Е. J. Warburton's paper on Some Notes on Steam 
Turbines" will be resumed, and Mr. Warburton will 
reply. Paper on Workshop Records,” by Mr. George 
Parker, A.C.A. 

Monday, March 24th.—Institution of Electrical Engineers (New- 
castle Section) Meeting. Paper on The Distribu- 
tion of Flux in Large Electro-Magnets," by W. M. 
Thornton. 


At 8 p.m. Institute of Marine Engineers. Mecting at 
58, Romford Road. Paper by Mr. H. M. Roun- 
thwaite on '' Balancing Engines." 


Tuesday, March 25th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section) Meeting at the 
New Physical Laboratory, Owens College. Paper on 
" Modern Р:асіісе in Polyphase Plant for Power 
Work," by A. C. Eborall. 
At 8 p.m.—Institution of Civil Engineers Meeting. 
Paper to be submitted for discussion : —“ Subaqueous 
Tunnelling through the Thames gravel: Baker Street 
and Waterloo Railway," hy Arthur H. Haigh. 


NOTES. 


Next Week.—We shall be glad if contributors and 
advertisers will take note that the next issue of the ELECTRICAL 
REviEw will appear on Thursday morning instead of Friday. 

The latest time for receiving Correspondence, Notes and other 
Editorial matter is 6 p.m. on Tuesday. 

Copy for displayed advertisements should reach the advertise- 
ment manager’s oflice not later than Monday, 24th inst. Official 
Notices" and small pre-paid advertisements can be received up 
to Wednesday, 26th inst. 


Electric Traction now Possible.—4A correspondent 
writes :—‘“‘ Electrical engineers should be very thankful to Mr. 
Mordey for his paper read at the Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Up to the time of writing this, there is still one more evening's dis- 
cussion. There has been no discussion of the paper itself, but 
merely remarks, more or less wide of the subject, from avery few 
members. The thanks of electrical engineers should go freely forth 
to the civil engineers, for they have learned that the driving of a 
train by electricity is now possible. Is not this a great achieve- 
ment? It is actually admitted as proved possible to drive a train 
by electricity, for the feat has been performed on the Metropolitan, 
and by a civil engineer, апа the fiat has gone forth to the world 
that the thing can bedone, Traction men, to whom the propulsion 
of trains by electricity appears ancient history, may smile. We 
adjure them not to smile. The Gospel of Great George Street is 
that a thing is not done until it has been done by a civil engineer, 
and a high priest of the civils at that. Wheu one of these has made 
an experiment upon some long proved problem in engineering, then, 
and then only, can tae world be allowed to kaow the thing possible. 
Thus we now know authoritatively that we are'at liberty to practice 
electric traction, for it has been proved possible. We have heard, 
too, that an electric locomotive will outpull a steam locomotive. 
This is great news also. We will ourselves add to the storehouse 
of human knowledge by stating that a jackass, if big enough, will 
overpull a horse if little enough. We are living in moving times 
indeed." 


Electrical Volunteers. — The body of Electrical 
Engineer Volunteers, which has been for some weeks in preparation 
to reinforce the Royal Engineers in South Africa, was to embark in 
the Avoca, at Southampton, on Tucsday. 


Overhead Wires.— Lord Morley, Chairman of Com- 
mittees in the House of Lords, оп 12th inst. received a deputation 
from the London Chamber of Commerce and the Tramways aud 
Light Railways Association. The members urged upon bis Lordship 
their objections to the proposed action of the Postmaster- General, 
as regards both electrical interference aud guard wires, and 
expressed their wish to be subject to the ruling ofthe Board of 
Trade only in these mattera. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—Last night 
М jor-Gen. Webber was to reply to the discussion on his paper on 
“Electric Shocks,” and the paper on Problems of Electric Rail- 
ways," by Messrs. ‘J. Swinburne and W, В. Cooper, was to follow. 
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Central Station Switchgear.—The following references 
to tigs. 17 and 18 were accidentally omitted from our reproduction of 
Mr. Clothier's paper :— 


(4) All machines and feeders connected to one common bus bar. 

(B) The system is divided into two halves, with one centre 
machine and circuit on each side, and inter-connector switch 
in the middle, by which the two halves can be separated or 
paralleled. | 

(c) The system adopted at Croydon and Edinburgh with duplicate 
bus bars, synchronising gear, feeder and dynamo switches. 

(D) Another arrangement with duplicate bus bars, but without dupli- 
cating the switches, inter-connector switch being provided to 
parallel the bars together. 

(E) Modification of (р) with three bus bars, as adopted at Hudders- 
field. 


(r) Method of arranging bus bars nt Glasgow Central Tramway 
Station. 'l'he system is divided into complete sections by 
inter-connector switches, so that, if necessary, any machine 
can run separately on to one section of feeders. 

(a) Represents connections at Kensington and Notting Hill supply 
station, where the complete switchboard is divided into 
four sections, including two sections for machines and two 
for feeders, with a ring main system of bus bars and switches, 
by which either of the dynamo or feeder sections can be run 
together respectively. 

(н) Connections for the obsolete system of independent running, 
whereany generator can be run separately on to any number 
of feeders. 

(1) Suggested bus bar arrangement, where it is necessary to divide 
the system into two sections as for tramway and lighting pur- 
poses. Tbe two machines in the middle can be connected to 
either traction or lighting bus bars by knife switches shown 
on the bus bars. 

(1) Arrangement of connections for a switchboard with duplicate 
bus bars for tramway and lighting purposes respectively, a 
system of inter-connector switches being shown, by which 
either of the four sets of bus bars installed can be synchronised 
or coupled. The drawing shows the method of connecting 
the cable-charging device. 

(к) The switchboard connections on the basis of the design used 
forthe Metropolitan Strect Railway Company, New York, 
where the system is divided into two sections, the feeders 
being arranged in groups. Each sub-station is connected by 
a feeder or feeders from either side of the central station 
switch gear. 

The diagrams do not represent the actual number of machines in 
use at places mentioned, but by way of comparison they denote 
the methods as applied to four machines and eight feeders. They 
also serve to show the relative space occupied by these arrange- 
ments. 


500-volt Battery Shocks.—We wish to make it quite 
clear that in our reference to the battery of Messrs. Sutherland 
and Marcuson, in Jast week's issue, which was used in Mr. Trotter's 
lecture table demonstration, we had no intention of reflecting 
on the merite of a most useful apparatus. The makers were good 
enough to submit a box of cells to us, which, as we said, seemed out 
of order. We have since learned that it was practically empty ; 
but that was not our fault, for it was tested as we received it. Mr. 
Trotter's sets appear to have been 2e good, but these cells, we 
are informed, are not designed to have a low internal resistance, 
nor to have a great capacity; they are intended to give pressure 
in a light aud handy form. Metsrs. Sutherland & Marcuson are 
also makers of large batteries for ordinary purposes, and if our 
remarks should have had the effect of creating an impression that 
thev, too, have a high internal resistance, we hasten to remove it. 

From otber quarters we are told that visible proof was given at 
the meeting— in the shape of a large bank of lamps incandesced by 
the battery current— that (a) the battery was not out of order, and 
(^) ite internal resistance was not of the abnormal kind we suggest. 
Furtbermore, it is roundly asserted that the Shetlield fatality was 
not due to electric shock at all. Concerning (a) we understand that 
the lamps Mr. Trotter ran were 100-volt 5-с.р., & they would be 
run in five sets in parallel of five lamps in series. There is nothing 
startling in this. With regard to (b) the reply to Mr. Casson, in 
our Correspondence " columns, will meet this point. We can only 
say so far аз the Sheffield fatality is concerned, that Mr. Rawlins, 
au electrician iu the employ of Messrs. Vickers, Sons & Maxim, who 
was with the d«ceased at the time of the a:rident, and who tried 
artificial respiration during the 10 minutes or so the poor fellow 
lived, attributes death tō an electric shock, and the jury found that 
deceased was accidentally killed by electricity. (See Shctiield 
Daily Te'egraph for March 4th.) 

Where is the man who, having been engaged in the operation of 
test.rg cable core with batteries of high voltage, has not received 
messages couched in anything but Parliamentary language from 
that important, albeit humble, official who connects the leads to the 
core, asking why the battery had not been taken off? Nearly every 
cay tlese men are subjected to shocks far stronger than those 
which Mr. Tretter experienced in his lecture table exhibition. 

We did not lay much stress upon the innocuous nature of these 
battery experiments, because we thought that everybody would value 
them at just what they were worth; but it is not a little aur- 
prising to find electrical engineers taking them quite seriously 
because they have seen that 50 cells will incandesce an 8-с.р. lamp; 
euch exhibitions must not therefore be iguored, but gravely con- 
sidered as having an importart bearing upon our knowledge, or 
want of it, of the subject of electric shocks. 

With such people seeing is believing; butif they turn to page 


766 of the ErrcTBICAL Review for June 30th, 1893, they will find 
there recorded an experiment of D’Arsonval’s, which may both 
surprise and interest them. 

Had Mr. Trotter used a Chloride of silver battery of 14,000 volts, 
such as that employed years ago by Mr. de la Rue, we are fain to 
believe that many of his audience would have expected to see only 
a grease spot left of the bold experimenter. 

We cannot be held responsible for the inability of Meteor " to 
see that а battery's internal resistance of 500 ohms сап “ make no 
appreciable difference to the current it would send through a resist- 
ance as high as that of the human body; not even, we suppose, 
when as low as 1,000 to 1,500 obms, which has frequently been 
found. “Meteor” might oblige us by carefully perusing that por- 
tion of our article devoted to Mr. Hooper's tests at 100 to 125 volts 
pressure when one's hands are grasping metal. 

Finally, it is difficult to imagine anything more inconclusive 
than Mr. Trotter’s conclusion to the letter we publish from him. 
We should have thought that to men engaged in dangerous trades, 
the discussion of what is dangerous would bave been more to the 
point; the technical adviser to the Board of Trade confesses that 
he simply tells us what has certainly bee known for years, the 
rest is mere assumption, and not correct even at that, for far heavier 
current8 than he records are frequently used for curative ends. 
Everybody knows, or should know, that with a A/yh skin or body 
resi tance, there is little probability of getting a fatal shock from a 
pressure of 500 volts, but it is the Jow resistance of 1,000 to 2,000 
ohms which we have to consider, and which we did consider, in our 
article of last week; this, however, it suits Mr. Trotter’s advocates ` 
to ignore, although the crux of the whole thing lies in the dangerous 
shock, and not in the tame pricking stings or “standing on hot 
steam pipes " sensation. 


Personal.—It is announced that the Home Secretary 
has appointed Mr. Gilbert Scott Ram, М.Т. E E., to be Electrical 
Inspecior of Factories and Workshops. 

Mr. M. B. Mountain, who forthe past three years has been the 
shop manager of Messrs. Crompton's Works. Chelmsford, was on 
Saturday evening the recipient of a presentation from the em- 
ployés on the occasion of his leaving Chelmsford. He has obiained 
an appointment at Manchester. 

Mr. Douglas Farrar, B.Sc., has been appointed to the vacant 
assistant-lecturer in electrical engineering in tbe University College 
of North Wales. 

Mr. F. Charles Raphael has been appointed as electrical inspector 
for the borough of Chatham, and also for the adjoining city of 
Rochester. Both the Rochester Corporation and the Chatham Town 
Council were unanimous in this appointment, and, subject to the 
sanction of the Board of Trade, Mr. Raphael's scale of fees are 
agreed to. | ' 

Last week the Bilston employés of the British Electric Traction 
Company presented to Mr. W. A. Davis, the local superintendent, a 


basket of cutlery on his removal to Sedgley to act as manager for 


that section of the tramways. 

Mr. R. W. Barnsdale, who has for some years been with Messrs. 
Willans & Robinson, of Thames Ditton, is leaving the district to 
take up a position at the company's works at Rugby. 

Mr. H. F. Parshall is, to-morrow (22nd inst ), removing his offi: es 
from 8, Princes Street, Bank, E.C., to Salisbury House, London 
Wall, Е.С. 


Concert.—The staff of the ELECTRICAL Review held 
their last smoking concert for this season on Friday last week. Mr. 
W. G. Wicken presided, and a capital programme was carried out, 
greatly to the enjoyment of the staff and their guests—one of 
whom, Mr. T. H. Harrison, contributed some excellent songs, and 
was most heartily encored. 


For Sale.—The Manchester Corporation Electricity Com- 
mittee are prepared to receive offers for the purchase of four vertical 
compound (ialloway engines of 400 1. H.P., runniug at 80 revolutions 
per minute; and four 250-K w. shunt-wound dynamos, 400 revolu- 
tions per minute, with belts and jockey pulleys complete, now at 
the electricity works, Dickinson Street. It is offered for sale to 
make room for larger units, but the Corporation do not bind them- 
selves to accept the highest or any tender. Tenders to be received 
by the chairman of the Electricity Committee not later than Tues- 
day next. 


National Physical Laboratory.—On Wednesday the 
Prince of Wales opened the National Physical Laboratory at Bushy 
Park, Teddington. We shall deal with the matter iu our next 
issue. 

Appointment Vacant.—Distributing assistant at £150 
for Belfast. 


— 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER.: 


THE King's Lynn Т.С. bas appointed Mr, J. M. N ARGETTS, of 
Chelmsford, to be third assistant engineer at a salary of £80 per 
annum. 

Мг. G. E. 5мітн, chief assistant to the Guernsey Electricity 
Supply Company, has been appointed resident engireer to the 
Urban Electric Supply Company at Dartmouth. 

The Ceylon Olserver says that Mr. R. M. Barnp arrived at Kandy 
last month to succecd Mr. J. E. Addyman as resident electrical 
engineer to the Colombo Gas and Water Company’s electrical power 
and lighting station there. Mr. Addyman is stated to be returning 
home, he having fulfilled his engagement. 
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A presentation to Mr. G. К. NowLAN took place at the clectricity 
offices of the Harrogate Corporation on Monday evening last, on the 
occasion of his leaving the employ of the department to take upa 
position with the British Insulated Wire Company, Limit:d, at 
Prescot. 
in making the presentation, referred at some length to the con- 
scientious and able manner in which Mr. Nowlan had discharged 
his duties whilet ucder him, ага ended by asking him, on behalf of 
all the subscribers, to accept a silver cigarette case with a suitable 
inscription, together with a silver match-box suitably initialled, as 
a small token of the esteem and regard borne towards him by the 
officials and employ és alike. 


CITY NOTES. 


City of London Electric Lighting Company. 


THE annual meeting of the proprictors of this company was held on 
Wednesday of last week at Winchester House, Old Broad Street. 
Mr. George Herring presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, after 
referring to the retirement from the board of Sir David Salomons, 
on account cf ill-health, said the revenue for the year 1901, 
amounted to £250,000, as compared with £223,000 for 1900, being 
an increase of £27,000. The expenditure during the past year had 
been £148,000, as against £171,000. There was a gain, therefore, of 
£27,000 in the receipts, and a decrease of £23,000 in the expenses, 
or practically a gain of £50,000 over 19С0, and he thought they 
would agree with him that that was not a bad showing. They had had 
Yo pay £27,000 for debenture interest in 1901, as compared with 
£19,000 for 1900, so that there appeared to be a deficiency of 
£8,000, but it was really £5,200, as they had bad to pay less interest 
on loans. The price per unit had been slightly in advance of 1960 
— half a farthing per hour for each #-c.p. light. During. the 
past year they connected up 38,000 more lights, making a total 
of 549,000, and that increase had bcen accomplished in face of 
the competition of the Charing Cross Company. He thought a gain 
of 38,000 spoke very well for the efficiency of the light aud for the 
manner in which the company had been managed. The expenses 
of generation and distribution stood at £85,000, as compared with 
£106,000, being a decrease of £21,000. There had been a 
saving on the coal bil of £22,000, and it would be 
naturally thought that tbat was in connection with the price, 
but he was happy to say that tbat was not the case, for, as a matter 
of fact, according to the accountant’s figures, the company paid in 


1900 18s. 8d. per tou for coal, and last year the average price was 


19s. 114. "Therefore, it appeared to be a wonderful result to have 
saved £22,000, and paid 1s. 3d. per ton more. The explaration he 
had to give was that they had burned 78,000 tons in 1900 and 55,000 
tons in 1901—a reduction of 23,000 tons, which satisfactory result 
was entirely due to their engineer. They had generated 250,000 
more units last year than ір 1900, and bad burned 23,000 tons less 
coal, and had saved £22,000. The directors were merely responsible 
for recommending the payment of a dividend of 5 per cent. for the 
year, and if the shareholders saw any reason why that sum should 
not be paid, they could reject the resolution. He thovght it only 
right for him to explain the directors' reasons for recommending the 
distribution. In the first place, the amount of money shown had 
been undoubtedly earned, and in the next place, all charges had 
been deducted. It only remained for the shareholders to judge 
whether enough had been placed on спе side for depreciation. He 
contended that they had allowed sufficient for depreciation. They 
had kept in the business this year 450, 00, or, in other words, 
£25,000 had been put to maiutenance fund, £15,060 to reserve, 
£15,000 was being carried forward, and a sum of money was being 
retained as interest on the redemption fund. From the £56,000 
must, of course, be deducted the amount spent in repairs— 
roughly, £18,000—leaving a balunce of £38,000, which the 
board claimed was sufficient. Credit must be given them 
for keeping the plant in first-class order, for, if they did nct 
do so, customers would be lcst and also the economies they were 
practising. Their engineer reported that the plant was never in 
better condition than at the present moment. "Then came the ques- 
tion, why should they hold up а huge reserve fund? They bad at 
the moment £160,000, irrespective of what he had mentioned. 
They had 30 years to run, and if they put £20,000 a year aside— 
let alone £38,000—it would amount to very nearly a million of 
money apart from wtat they had in band. At the end of 30 years 
they might find that they had prepared a rod for their own backs, 
as the Corporation might say, Look what they value it at them- 
selves; they don't value the plant at much more tban 6s. &d. in 
the £," and the Corporation would only give the company that 
value for it. "Therefore he did not feel inclined to build up a huge 
reserve fund; but he did think it was advisable that they should 
have a good reserve, because a number of contingencies might occur. 
He would rather say let them hope that at the end of 30 yearsanew 
Corporation might be in «xistence which would have arrived at the 
conclusion that the repudiation of agreements and the confiscation 
of property was not beneficial to the Corporation of the greatest 
city in the world. Coming to the dispute between the Corporation 
and the company, he was s rry to trespass upon the time of the 
meeting, but he was unfortunately compell«d to refer to the matter 
because it bad been said that the board had committed a breach of 
faith. It must be remembered that the company was furmed on 
the basis of three contracts—one for the western, one for the central 
and one forthe eastern. ‘Those contracts they asserted—and it had 


Mr. Wilkinson, the engineer-in-chief of the department, 


never been proved to the contrary—had been faithfully kept up by 
them, but the Corporation for reasons quite unknown had determined 
to repudiate them upon the plea that two members of the Cor- 
poration had bought some shares—he thought 35 in all — and accord- 
ing toan old Act of Parliament, stated by the Corporation, tbe 
contracts were thus rendered invalid. The Corporation had dragged 
the company through the Law Courts at the ratepayers’ expense, 
and at last succeeded in getting the Appeal Court to decide thst 
two of the contracts were invalid, and that the eastern one was 
valid. A conference was held some months afterwards between 
the Corporation and the buard. They met in a friendly spirit, and 
all the various points were discussed, amongst others being the 
question of litigation, and it was mutually agreed to stop all pro- 
ceedings. Ав {о contracts, the chairman (Ald. Smallman) said they 
also would be dropped, but he (Mr. Herring) replied that they 
could not drop the eastern contract, as it had beca declared valid. 
Mr. Smallman stated that on & new agreement being carried ont, it 
would naturally drop. He (the speaker) had then remarked that, 
although the company had no desire to be unfriendly, their past 
experience of repudiation of the contracts by the Corporation did 
not induce them to drop the one contract declared to be valid, and 
they would stick to it. At the second conference the contracts 
were not mentioned, but it was arranged that the heads of the 
agreement should be sent to the company, which was eventually 
done, and on looking through the heads of the agreement, it was 
found that the first clause stated that the company was to give up 
the eastern contract. The board had at once altered that clause, 
and made a few other trifliog alterations, and the document was 
returned to the Corporation. On the Thursday morning following 
he was informed tbat Mr. Smallman had spoken in strong terms 
of the alterations made, and he had consequently written 
to that gentleman, stating that it was never intended to 
consent to the cancellation of the contract for the castern 
district. He had made that clear at the first conference, and 
believed that a reference to the shorthand notes would show that 
was so. Nore ply, however, had been received to that letter. Mr. 
Smallman went to the Corporation and declared that the company 
had committed a breach of faith. It was now for the shareholders to 
judge whether the board of the company had committed a breach 
of faith. They would, no doubt, like him to say something 
about competition, but as that was rather a delicate subject to 
deal with, he would rather not go into it. He would simply give 
them Lis personal views, which were that if they continued to cive 
a good light, and charged a low price, they need have no fear of 
either the persecution of the Corporation, or the competition of the 
Charing Cross Company. 

Mr. J. BRAITHWAITE seconded the motion, which, after a short 
discussion, was adopted. 


Imperial Tramways Company. 


THE directors’ report to be submitted at the meeting to be held at 
Bristol on Wedresday, March 26th, reads as follows :— 

“ Middlesbrough, Stockton and Thornaly Electric Tramways.—The 
gross receipts of these electric tramways amounted to £48,772 
178. 1d., and th: number cf passengers carried to 9,141,183, com- 
parcd with totals of £47,218 17s. 9d. and 8,782,970 in the preceding 
year, The extension to Clarence Ferry was opened for public 
traffic in August last, and the additional accommodation is much 
appreciated by the public of Middlesbrough. The net profits of the 
year show that the return of 6% per cent. is maintained upon the 
increased capital expenditure. 

“ Corris Railway Company.—The operations of the year resulted 
in a dividend at the rate of 5 perceut. on the share capital, the 
whole of which is held by this company. 

“London United Tramways, Limited. During the past year the 
London United Company have made very great progress, the feature 
of tte year having been the introduction of electric traction on their 
system. Some of the lines were opened in April and others in 
July, when the public ceremony of inaugurating the first electric 
tramways in the metropolis was performed by the Right Honour- 
able tbe Lord Rothechild, supported by the Right Honourable A. J. 
Balfour, M.P., and other Cabinct Ministers, as well as the leading 
representatives of the financial, engincering and scientific world. 
The undertaking launched under such unique auspices has from the 
first been attended with the most gratifying public success, and the 
profitable results of its operation have mere than justified the 
directors'anticipations. The revenue derived from the shares in 
the London United Compsny held by this company amounted to 
225,530 for the past усаг. At the close of that period the under- 
taking was sold to a new company —the Lordon United Tramways 
(1901), Limited, npon terms which will give the Imperial Company 
asubstantial profit. In respect of its holding of 29,000 6 per cent. 
preference shares and 6.000 orditary shares in the old company, 
it will receive 31,800 5 per cent. preference shares and 12,000 
ordinary shares in the new company, togetber with about £58,000 
in casb. As the affairs of the old company are not yet closed up, 
none of the benefits of this transaction is included in the Imperial 
accounts now submitted, but will accrue during the current year. 
The directors. however, contemplate distributing in specie some of 
the ordinary shares of the new London United Company amongst 
the holders of Imperial ordinary shares by way of interim 
dividend and the necessary formal addition to the Imperial Com- 
pany's articles of association will be proposed at the forthcoming 
meeting. 

“ General.—Since the last report arrangements have been con- 
cluded by which the tramways at Reading and Darlington have been 
transferred to the respective Corporations, and the revenue acconnts 
are brought down to the dates of handing over in each case, The 
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proceeds of sale have been credited to the capital account, and the 
difference between the profit on Darlington and loss on Reading 
charged against the reserve fund for contingencies. It will be seen 
that the company’s net revenue account for the year shows an 
available balance of £43,546 2s. 6d., and after payment of interest 
on the debenture stock for the whole year and interim dividends on 
the preference and ordinary shares in respect of the half-year to 
June 30th last, amounting together to £25,371 19s. 8d., it is pro- 
posed tə appropriate the balance as follows:—Dividend at 6 per 
cent. per annum on the preference capital (paid on January Ist 
last), £5,702 12s. 11d.; final dividend at 114 per cent. per annum 
(making 10 per cent. for the year) ou the ordinary capital, £11,500; 
to add to the dividends equalisation fund, £1,000; aud to carry 
forward to the next account the remaining sum, £271 18s. 11d. The 
reserve funds will then be increased from £72,739 to £92,170. Mr. 
Hugh C. Godfray, director, and Messrs. James Fraser & Sons, 
auditors, retire at the ensuing meeting, and will be proposed for 
re-clection. The directors recommend the election of Mr. Samuel 
White, who is about to resign the secretaryship, as an additional 
director, and he will be accordingly proposed at the ensuing 
niceting." 


Evered & Co., Limited. 


Tu directors’ report shows that, after providing for debenture 
interest, amounting to £2,359 7s. 5d., and incomc-tax, £1,626 4s. 4d., 
a net profit of £12,570 2s. remains, making, with £6,163 12s. 4d. 
brought forward from 1900, and £4,000 transferred from the 
fund for the equalisation of 
£23,033 14s. 4d. to be dealt with. It is proposed to pay 
a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. for the year, which 
will absorb £17,074 8s. (of which sum £6,402 18s. was paid 
as interim dividend in September, 1901), write off plaut £1,000, 
and to carry forward to next account £4,959 6s. 4d. The directors 
announce a reduced amount of profit The fall in the price of 
copper at the end of the year necessitated the stocks both of raw 
metals and manufactured goods being taken at considerably reduced 
value; also the keen competition in some of the departments has 
contributed to the reduction in profits, which they trust will prove 
only temporary. The directors have succeeded in maintaining the 
volume of trade. The directors have taken from the equalisation 
of dividends fund the sum of £4,000 to enable them to pay the 
the dividend as above. 


The Metropolitan Electric Supply Company, 


TRE fifteenth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of 
thiscompany was held on Tuesday at Winchester House, Old Broad 
Street, Mr. W. Harrison Cripps presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, dealt firat 
with the capital account. They had, he said, spent £201,995 on 
that account during the year. At first sight that appeared a large sum, 
but the great bulk cf it was for providing new engines and buildings 
at Willesden, and for the change-over in Marylebone from the 
alternating to the continuous current. Practically, the whole of 
that sum was unremunerative during the year, and would not 
become remunerative till the change-over actually took place in the 
prescot year. Nevertheless, according to the custom of the 
company, the interest on the whole of this sum had been borne by the 
income of the year. Part of the extensions of Willesden would be 
completed in the course of the present summer, when the first of the 
two additional engines of 3,000 kw. each would, it was expected, be 
ready by the autumn, and it was hoped that the continuous current 
system in Marylebone would be sufliciently advanced for changing 
over. Owing. to the fact that the Marylebone arbitration was to come 
on this spring, and that a large sum of cash would be due to the company, 
the directors would have carefully to consider how that purchase 
money was to be disposed of, and whether its disposal would entail any 
alteration in the present arrangement of the company's capital. In vic w 
of that purchase moncy being paid over during the year, it was thought 
unadvisable to issue any additional capital at the present moment. 
They therefore made arrangements for temporary advances to the 
amount of £150,000 from their bankers, and he thought it spoke 
well for the high position that the company occupied that that 
large loan was obtained without the slightest difficulty. "Turning 
to the revehue account, it would be seen that tlie number of units 
sold was 11,122,000, being an increase of 1,267,000, and that the 
revenue from that source, with the rental of meters, amounted to 
£235,422. That was £26,452 more than was received in 1900. The 
increase had not been quite so much as in that year, although the 
number of lamps connected was larger than in 1900. The slight 
slackening in the rate of increased current sold was chietly due to 
the quiet character of the season, consequent on the death of her 
late Majesty. The cost of earning the total revenue was 4144, (S0, 
which was an increase of £13,761 as against the increase of £26,452 
in revenue. Of that increase in cost, rates and taxes represented an 
increase of £3,404, and coal and increase £3,802. As regarded 
the price of coal, it must be remembered tbat during 
the last two years it had been extraordinarily high, and if 
the price paid had been only the average of the last 12 years, the 
company would have saved £14,000, which was equivalent to 
nearly 14 per cent. of dividend. It must be remembered 
that the whole of that increased charge for coal had been paid by 
the company, without obliging the consumers to bear any part of it 
by increasing the price of current. Fortunately the price of coal 
had rapidly fallen, and they had now before them for acceptance 
tenders for the supply required during the remainder of the year at 
prices which, if they had been in operation last year, would have 


dividends, the sum of 


. free from any form of competition in Marylebone. 


saved the company upwards of £10,000, a sum equal to 1 per cent. 
on the ordinary capital. Notwithstanding the exceptional addi- 
tions to working expenses, there remained a profit of £91,000 as 
compared with £78,500 last year. Out of that they transferred to 
the credit of the depreciation reserve fund the sum of £10,000. It 
was gratifying to see the continual and progressive increase of the 
company's business. In laying down their plant and calculating 
the requiremeat of future years, it was assumed that as house after 
house was connected to the system, and thus the proportion of 
unconnected houses became fewer, the rate of yearly increase 
in lamps must diminish. The experience of the company—and 
that of most others, however—bhad shown that assumption to be 
entirely wrong, and notwithstanding the residue of houses becoming 
smaller, the number of lights required went on at the same steady 
‘ratio. They thought that there was no assignable limit to that increase. 
The consumption of light seemed to obey the law applicable to all 
commodities, and the luxuries of one year became the necessaries of 
the next. It was in that increased demand, and with the certainty 
that the cost of production would be diminished, that the prospecis 
of the company were bright in the future. Referring to the 
arbitrations shortly to come on, the chairman said that with respect 
to their Sardinia Street station, the County Council three years 
azo obtained a Bill for making a new street betwcen Holborn 
and the Strand. That would necessitate their taking the wholc of 
their Sardinia Street station. The company opposed the Bill, but 
Parliament sanctioned the County Council scheme on condition that 
the Council should vest in the company a new site, which had been 
avreed upon, and pay to the company a sum equal to the cost of 
erecting and fitting up a new generating station upon the new site 
with new plant of a capacity to generate and supply e'ectrical 
energy of an output of not less than 4,000 Kw., and also pay all 
expenses to be incurred by the company in connection with taking up, 
replacing, relaying, and altering mains owing to the removal of the 
generating station from Sardinia Street to the new site, both sums 
to be settled by arbitration under the Lands Clauses Act. The 
arbitration had been delayed owing to the desire of the Council to 
get an interpretation from the judges of the meaning of one clause 
in the Act. The decision in the Court of First Instance was given 
in favour of the Council. That decision was reversed in the Court 
of Appeal and given unanimously in favour of the company. The 
Council then took the case to the House of Lords, who with equal 
unanimity, reversed the decision of the Court of Appeal, an instance 
of the glorious uncertainty of the law. Now that this point had 
been decided, there was nothing to prevent the arbitration coming 
on at once. Ав to the second pending arbitration that was of vital 
importance to the company —he referred to the sale of a portion 
of their undertaking to the Borough Council of Marylebone—he 
would not weary them with going all over again the history of their 
difficulties with the parish authorities. They were jealous of the 
company the moment its success seemed assured, and subjected 
them to all sorts of vexatious delays in the development 
and progress of their business. In three different sessions 
they sought Parliamentary powers to compete with them, with the 
aid of the ratepayers’ money. They successfully opposed their 
intention, and now, after 12 years’ working, they were absolutely 
Nevertheless, 
those attempts to destroy their property, and the various delays and 
opposition to the progress of their work, involved the company in 
much anxiety and heavy expense. Last session when it became 
evident that the Borough Council would again fail to get powers to 
compete with them, they changed front, and Parliament gave them 
compulsory powers to buy them out by arbitration under the Lands 
Clauses Act. They were, therefore, now in the position of being 
obliged to sella part of their undertaking at a time, when, after 
years of patient waiting, and the expenditure of a large amount of 
hitherto unremunerative capital, the shareholders were on the verge 
of reaping an adequate reward for their enterprise. Being in the 
position of unwilling sellers, they had every confidence that under 
the Lands Clauses Act the arbitration would result in the award of 
a fair compensation for that compulsory sale of the best portion of 
their property with the damage that its severance would occasion 
to the remainder. He need hardly say that the directors would 
spare no trouble iu seeing that their case was fully aud fairly pre- 
sented at the arbitration. ; 

Sir JAMES PENDEB, Bart., seconded the motion, and the report 
was adopted. 


Hove Electric Supply Company. 


TuE tenth annual general meeting of the shareholders of this 
company was held on Wednesday last week at Salisbury House, 
London Wall, Col. A. J. Filgate presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said that 
considering the heavy increased charge they had had to meet on 
account of coal, and the very largely increased assessment for 
rates und taxes, the result of the years working could not bc 
thought to be unfavourable. During the year the capital 
expenditure had amounted to 49, 215, and the total expenditure to 
£109,738. In addition to paying for a new generating station, the 
company had constructed a new coal bunker which had been much 
needed at а cost of £290. They had also expended £1,055 on an 
additional Babcock & Wilcox boiler, and £550 on an induced 
draught apparatus to supplement the chimney-stack, which had not 
been built to deal with the large load they now obtained. The 
company had added to and strengthened their mains at an 
expenditure of £2,680; the present length of their mains was 
nearly 17 miles. They had expended the sum of £1,063 on 
meters, aud £575 on electrical instruments, &c., the latter 
being chiefly in additions and improvements to the switch- 
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board. As he had told them last year, after considerable 
trouble they had acquired a suitable site for the new generating 
station, and by the courtesy of the L.B. & S.C. Railway, the 
company were arranging to lay their mains a short distance 
alongside of the railway, and had matured plans for the new 
station, which plans were shortly after laid before the Hove Cor- 
poration for their approval. The Corporation had withheld their 
consent for some considerable period and had made them add no 
small sum to the cost of the building. Whenin August they finally 
passed the designs, they informed the company that they did it 
solely under the provisions of the Sanitary Act, and without refer- 
ence to their position in connection with the company under the 
indenture transferring the electric supply order to their under- 
taking. Application was then made by the company for the neces- - 
sary sanction to the erection of the building under the provisions 
of the contract, in which it was provided that all buildings were to 
be erected to the reasonable satisfaction of the Council, but to that 
very reasonable request they could get no definite reply. After a 
deal of correspondence, they were invited to meet the Electric 
Lighting Committee on December 16th. At the meeting no legal 
question was raised, but the Corporation contended tbat the present 
station could give a considerably larger supply of electricity than 
their present demand. Their desire, of course, was to always have 
a reserve in hand in case of accident or emergency. The Committee 
dealing with the «question adjourned without coming to any deci- 
sion, and after some more delay they were told that they had nothing 
to add to some letters written back in the summer. They then sug- 
gested that the matter should be referred to arbitration, and receiving 
only a vague 1e ply, they placed the matter in the hands of their 
legal advisers and demanded arbitration. That brought forth a 
reply that in the opinion of the Corporation their consent was not 
necessary, and the proposed building was not one of the works con- 
templated in the contract of 1892. Further letters passed, and in thc 
end the Corporation said they did not consider the additional works 
to be necessary. They were, however, advised that with their 
steadily increasing demand they were necessary, and although, with 
good fortune, they might possibly meet their obligations next 
winter, it was not safe to do so. There was no doubt that 
if they were to reduce their charges they would get a large addi- 
tional number of consumers, but it would be very foolish to 
attempt to attract a larger demand until they were in a position 
to meet it. They had, therefore, decided to commence the new 
station, but it was very doubtful if they would be able to 
complete it in time for next winter’s load. They were still 
at issue with the Corporation on another matter, viz, the change 
of the older customers from the 110-volt to the 220-volt pres- 
sure. In 1896 the Corporation gave their consent to new customers 
being supplied at the higher pressure, but stated that their consent 
would be required in each case where an old customer wished to 
transfer. It was apparent that the Corporation delayed their consent 
to any such applications as long as they possibly could, and, by so 
doing, they were acting against the interests of the ratepayers and 
the company's customers. Since January Ist, 1901, 25 consumers 
changed over from 110 volts to 220 volts, and at the present time 
they bad 188 houses on the 110-volt and 742 on the 220-volt pressure. 


34 additional customers had applied to be changed over, and 27 • 


applications were still before the Corporation. Having referred 
to the issue of 1,000 shares to the shareholders last autumn, of which 
745 were subscribed for, the chairman referred to the revenue 
account. The number of houses on the system at the close of last 
year was, he said, 921—an increase of 119 during the year. At 
the close of the year the lamps and motors on the system 
reached the equivalent of 61,366 8-c.». lamps, against 52,919 
at the end of 1°07, and the units sold to customers amounted 
to 629,427, compared with 559,208 іа 1900. The gross 
revenue for the year had amounted to £15,519, as against 
£13,*41—an increase of £1,677. The expenditure had amounted to 
£7,237, against 46,125 -an increase of £1,112. Their coal had cost 
them £526 more, and although the price was still high, they might 
hope for a considerable reduction this year. 'The balance of the 
profit and loss account u. Ce 554. After providing for the interim 
dividend paid in October lact, there was a balance remaining of 
£5,437, and the bourd recommended that £2,250 should be placed 
to the credit of the reserve account, and a final dividend be paid at 
the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, which would make a dividend 
of 8 per cent for the year. He was glad to say that, so far as the 
current year had gone, a satisfactory increase in the demand for 
electricity was shown. 

Colonel Н. Моор, С.В. seconded the resolution which, after a 
short discussion, was agreed to. 

The retiring director having been re-elected, a resolution wa- 
agreed to, increasing the fees to be paid to the directors to £150 
each per annum, with an additional £100 for the chairman—the 
increases to date from the commencement of the present year. 


Pontypool Electric Light and Power Company. 


THE annual meeting was held on Thursday Inst week. The report 
of the directors showed that the running of the station for the year 
ending December 31st last had resulted in a profit of £737 18s. 10d., 
after carrying £100 to revenue account and wiping £70 3s. 4d. off 
preliminary expenses. After deducting debenture interest 
amounting to £204 4s. 10d., a net balance remained of £533 14e, 
which was dealt with as follows:—Carried to reserve revenue 
account, £50; to debenture redemption account, £150; a dividend 
of 5 per cent. on the paid-up capital for the year; and the balance 
of +71 138. was carried towards redemption of charges on capital 
account. 


Davis < Timmins, Limited. 


Sır Henry Mance presided at the annual meeting of this company 
on 14th inst., and in moving the adoption of the report, of which 
we have already published an abstract, said that the expansion 
of the business had continued, in spite of keen competition and the 
absence of business from tbe War Department. The Wood Green 
factory had enabled them to undertake certain classes of work with 
which they were previously unable to deal, and orders had been exe- 
cuted with greater economy and celerity. The prospects for the busi- 
ness were good. The gas generating plant had been found to be most 
economical, and they had every reason to be satisfied with the 
adoption of electricity for motive power. The chairman then pro- 
ceeded to refer tothe accounts. The stock, he remarked, had been 
slightly increased, but he would like it to be even more than it was, 
because they desired to keep in stock, ready for delivery to 
custumers, a specimen of every one of the articles in their adver- 
tised list, which numbered nearly 800. 

The resolution adopting the report and declaring an 8 per cent. 
dividend was then unanimously passed. 


National Electric Wiring Company. 
THE report of directors reads :— 


The directors submit their report and statement of accounts to December 
31st, 1901. The gross profit for the period under review is 412, 664 14s. 7d., from 
whicli have to be deducted expenses of administration, allowances on contracts, 
K., amounting to £6,0€0 10s. &d., leaving a balance of £6,604 3s. 11d. То this 
has to be added the balance carried forward at December 31st, 1900, viz., £384 


, 98. 8d., making a total of £6,9*8 9s. 8d. 


The directors recommend that this amount be dealt with as follows: 


To pay a dividend nt the rate of 5 per cent. on the 


paid-up capital for tbe year .. £4,093 12 1 


Provision for further allowances, depreciation, «e. 2,522 7 8 
To carry forward .. as is ES a Sa 372 9 11 
£6,988 9 8 


The directors have pleasure in stating that the increase in the business 
during the year has again been satisfactory. The orders taken froin January 
Ist of the current year to date of this report show that the increase bas been 
maintained. During the year 2,741 installations, with an aggregate of 79, 843 
lamps of 8 г.р, bave been completed, of which 805 installations, with an aggre- 
gate of 25,080 lamps of 8 c.P., were free wiring, and 1,936 installations, with an 
aggregate of 54, 763 lamps of S c.r. were contract: while the orders in hand at 
the close of the year were 315 installations with an aggregate of 29,842 8-0 r. 
lamps. Free wiring contracts have been entered into with the metropolitan 
borough of Hackney and the Hornsey District Council. The directors regret to 
state that, for business reasons, Mr. J. W. Swan resigned his seat on the board 
during the year. 


— 


Willans & Robinson, Limited. 


THE half-yearly report to be submitted to the meeting at the 


Cannon Street Hotel on Wednesday, March 26th, reads as 
follows :— 


The accounts for the half-year ended December 815%, 1901, are submitted 
herewith. After writing off as depreciation from plant, &c., the sum of 
46.114 55. 2d., and paying interest upcn debenture stock, the balance to the 
credit of the profit and lo:s account at the end of the balf-year (including 
£6,457 1s. 1d. brought forward) is £39,804 9s. 4d. Out of this the directors pro- 
pose that dividends be paid at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum upon the 
preference shares and 10 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares, 
amounting in all to £22,531 15s. 10d. The amount payable to directors in 
accordance with tlie articles of association, and with the resolution passed by 
the shareholders on October 2nd, 1901, is £4,737 2s. 4d., leaving an available 
balance of £12,535 11s. 2d. From this the directors propose to carry £2,000 to 
the debenture redemption fund and £3,500to the reserve fund, leaving a balance 
of £7,035 118. 2d. to be carried forward. A further sum of £20,000 has been 
transferred from the premiums and shares account to the reserve fund, raising 
the latter (if the above proporal to transfer £8,500 from the last half-year's 
Profits be also taken into account) to £111,146 9s. 11d. The boiler works at 
Queen's Ferry have made satisfactory progress, and one section, the steel 
making department, is at work. The quality of the steel produced has been 
excellent, and the directors look forward with confidence to the development 
of the stec] manufacture, and to the financial results of the boiler work gene- 
rally. The trials of the Niclausse boilers of H.M.S. Funtome are understood to 
have given very satisfactory results, and the Admiralty have recently ordered 
another similar vessel to be built and fitted with Niclausse boilers. They have 
also called for tenders for Niclauste boilers for several larger vessels, but it is 
understood that no decision with regard to these has yet been arrived at. Whatever 
may be the judginent of the Admiralty, the directors, as they have stated 
before, are entirely satisfied us to the amount of boiler work to be done for 
land service, and to complete the equipment of the works on the scale which is 
desirable, and to provide working capital for the fature, as well for the engine 
as forthe boiler business, they ask authority to meke an issue of £250,060 of 
debenture stock (which as regards 4 100,00 will merely take the place of the 
existing issue) in such amounts and at such times and at such rate of interest 
as they may deem best. А resolution to this ettect will be submitted to the 
shareholders at the mecting. It is hoped that an arrangement will be effected 
with the present debenture stockholders for the exchange of their present 
stock for stock of the new issue. Mr. Robinson and Sir Gilbert A. Clayton- 
Eust retire from the beard, in aceordance with the provisions of the articles of 
association, but are eligible and offer themselves for re-election. The auditors. 
Messrs. Cooper Brothers & Co., also retire, but are eligible for re-election. 


County of London and Brush Provincial Electric 
Lighting Company, 


THE report to be presented to the shareholders at the meeting to be 


held at Winchester House, at 2.30 o'clock, on Monday, March 24th, 
reads as follows:— 


The directors beg to submit their report and statement of accounts for the 
year ended December 81«t, 1901. 

Capilal.— The capital expended during the year in respect of the company's 
London districts, amounted to £120,781 11s. 9d., making the total expenditure 
on account of those districts up to December 31st last £1,022,458 148, particulars 
of which are given in capital accounts, Nos. 5,7, 9, 11, 18, 16 and 17, and in the 
balance sheet. Thisexpenditure has been met by the sale of the balance of the 
unissued 44 per cent. debenture stock in February, 1901, at the price of £103 per 
vent, net, and by the issue of a further £100,000 6 per cent. preference shares, 
allotted ккө rata to the sharcholders in October last at а premium of £2 per 
share, The premium received on the above-mentioned issues has been applic: 
m the following manner: -- 
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To reduction of preliminary expenses. P ae .. 61,583 3 11 
То reduction of costs of pending applications for pro- 


visional orders .. va ls ua v 5 8 1 500 0 0 
To amount carried to reserve for depreciation, repairs and 

renewals, Ke. 26 oh ae = s | 9,159 5 11 
To amount carried to reserve .. а 8,265 0 2 


£19,462 10 0 


Rerenue.—Balance from last account after payment of the 
tinal dividends on the. preference shares and the 
ordinary shares of the company, for the half-year 
ended December 81st, 1900, less income-tas Я : 

Balance from revenue account No. IL, after payment of 
directors’ fees, rent, taxes, general establishment and 
other charges, wages and proportion of salaries 


£2,633 14 1 


43,944 19 0 


Making a total available revenue for the sear 1901 of .. £47,583 13 1 


From which must be deducted the following items :-- 


ia) Interest on debenture stock, including 
interest on instalments paid in advance, 
less income-tax T - s^ .. £16,987 10 0 
% Interim dividend on 20,000 6 per cent. 
preference shares for half-year ended 
June 80th, 1901, less income-tax.. 24 
(c) Interim dividend on 40,000 ordinary 
shares at 4 per cent. per annum for half- 
year ended June 30th, 1901, less income- 
tax se es oe oe T T 


5,675 0 0 


7.566 18 4 
el — 30229 3 4 


. £17,354 9 9 


: Leaving for further distribution Ka ES 


The directors recommend :— 

% That payment of the interim dividend on the 20, 000 6 per cent. preference 
shares for the half-year ended June 80th, 1901, less income-tax, be confirined. 

(>> That payment of the interim dividend on the 40,000 ordinary shares at the 
rate of 4 per cent. per annum for the half-year ended June 30th, 1901, lets 
income-tax be contirmed. 

(c) That & further dividend on the 90,000 6 per cent. preference shares for the 
half-year ended December 31st, 1901, less income-tax, be dec ared: and 

(d) 'That & further dividend on the 40,000 ordinary shares for the half-year 
ended December :ilst, 1901, at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, less incomc- 
tax. be declared, and that the same be paid to all proprietors registered at 
March 14th, 1902. 

Tbis will absorb £18,518 Os. 1d., and leave a balance of £14,096 9s. 8d. to be 
carried forward. 

The profits derived from the company's London stations have risen from 
£32,863 8s. £d. in 1900, to £50.503 19s. 4d., in 1901, being an increase of 53:6 per 
cent, for the year. The total applications received at December 81st last 
amounted to the equivalent of 325,978 8-с. v. lamps. being an increase of 86 per 
cent. for the year, and the total units sold were 4,351,105, as against 2,990,188 for 
the previous year, being an increase of 15 per cent. "The retiring directors are 
Mr. Frederick W. Reynolds and Mr. R. P. Sellon, who are eligible for re-clec- 
tion. The auditor, Mr. R. H. Marsh, also retires, and is eligible for re-election. 


LONDON STATIONS., 


St. Luke and Clerkenicell, Rasterin Holborn, Western Holborn und St. Giles.— 
The balance to credit of revenue for the twelve months ended December dlst, 
1901. amounted to £246.85 178. td.. details of which are given in revenue 
accounts Nos. 6.8. and 10. In these districts the total applications to December 
41st last. including power, represented the equivalent of 196.190 8-c.v. lamps, of 
which 178.704 were then connected to the mains. The applications for the year 
represented an increase of 53,304, and the connections an increase of 51,028, 
Included in above are 256 users of motors, agaregating 2,778 H.r. supplied from 
the company's mains, showing an increase of 1,107 n.r. for the year. and further 
applications have since been received, raising the total to 309 applications, 
representing 2.813 H.v. Additional generating plant tor both lighting and power 
purposes has been erected during the усаг at the company's City Road station. 

Wandarrorth District cincluding the Parishes of Putney, Wundsiorth, Clapham, 
Streatham, and Tooting), Camberwell, St. Olare, Bermondsey, and ВЕ. George-the- 
Martyr, Southwark.--The balance to credit of revenue for the twelve months 
ended December 81st last amounted to £25,618 28., details of which are given in 
revenue accounts, Nos. 12, 11, and 16. In these districts the total applications 
to December 81st last represented the equivalent of 129.179 8-c.r. lamps, of 
which 120,130 were then connected to the mains. The applications forthe year 
represented an increase of 32.572, and the connections an increase of 29.658. 
The work of laying mains in St. Olave. Bermondsey, is now completed, and 
current is available in the principal thoroughfares ot that district. The addi- 
tional plant erected at the company's station on the Wandle is now in working 
order. 


The Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply Company, Limited.—The 
directors of this company have recommended the payment of a dividend on the 
ordinary shares of the company at the rate of 7 per cent. for the year ended 
December 81st, 1901, less incomne-tax, as against 6 per cent. for the previous 
year. The progress made by this company is very satisfactory. 


The Dover Electricity Supply Company, Limited, -Tbe directors of the Dover 


Company have recommended the payment of a dividend on the ordinary shares 
of the company at the rate of © per cent. for the year ended December 31st, 
1901, less income-tax, as against 84 per cent. for the year 1900. Since the close 
of the year the Dover Corporation have, subject to their obtaining the 
necessary borrowing powers, entered into an agreement for the purchase of 
this company's undertaking at Dover. 

The Scottish House-to-Houxe Electricity Company, Lonited.—The provisional 
order for electric tramways at Coatbridge, granted to the company by the Board 
of Trade, was duly contirmed in the last session of Parliament. The work of 
remodelling the Coatbridge Station from alternating to continuous current, 
which was commenced last year in order to supply lighting, power and traction 
from one set of machinery, is now approaching completion. A supply of current 
will be available in Airdrie by the autumn. 


ee —— M — 


United Alkali Company. 


Tue directors’ report for 1901 states thut the net profit ix £230,346, 
and adding the amount brought forward, £60,167, less claims and 
law costs in connection with the explosion at St. Helens, May, 1899, 
£15,764, there is a total of £274,749. This, the directors propose, 
shall be apportioned as follows :—Interim dividend on preference 
shares, at 7s. per share for six months to June 30th, £93,527; 
final dividend on preference shares at 7s. per share for 
six months to December 3ist, £93,115; transfer to “ deprecia- 
tion portion of reserve fund,” £50,000, leaving an amount 
to be carried forward of 438,106. The directors consider 
that the year’s profit of £230,346, which exceeds that of 1900 by 
upwards of £18,000, is satisfactory, 10 view of the high prices which 
have prevailed for fuel. The serious decline in the value of copper 
during the latter months of 1901 has also affected the balance-sheet 
adversely. The company’s cyanide plant was completely destroyed 
by fire in June last. The loss lias been recovered from the insurance 


* 


companies. The plant has been rebuilt, and the manufacture is now 
proceeding as usual. During the year carbide of calcium bas been 
added {о the products manufactured by the company. An action 
for infringement of patent brought against the company by the 
Acetylene Illuminating Company has been successfully resisted, but 
the plaintiffs have given notice of appeal. The directors have no 
anxiety as to the result of this appeal, which has yet to be heard. 
The debenture holders, at a meeting held on June 14th, 1901, 
authorised an increase in the amount of debenture stock from 
£2,500,000 to £3,000,000, such increase to rank pri passu with the 
original issue of £2,500,000. This increase of debeature stock was 
required towards defraying the cost of additional properties 
acquired since the formation of the company, and for the general 
purposes of the business of the company. Of this authorised 
increase of £500,000, the sam of £201,880 has been allotted to 
debenture stock holders and shareholders of the company. Careful 
attention has been paid to the company's costs of production, with 
results that are very satisfactory when the high price of raw 
materials is taken into account. 


Direct Spanish Telegraph Company. 


THE directors’ report for the year ended December 31st, 1901, to be 
presented at the meeting on Monday, March 24th, 1902, reads :— 


The annexed accounts for the year ended December 81st, 1901, show, after 
providing for interest on, and redemption of, debentures, & balance to the credit 
of revenue of 29,106 19s. 9d. After adding the usual sum of £5,000 to the 
reserve fund, the balance will amount to £1,705 19s. 9d., and the directors 
recommend the declaration of dividends for the year 1001, of 10 per cent. on the 
preference shares, and 4 per cent., free of income-tax, on the ordinary thares, 
amounting to £5,417 5s. 10d. Half of this amount was distributed on October 
lst, 1901, as an interim dividend for the half-year ended June 30th, 1901. The 
dividends on the preference and ordinary shares will absorb the balance of the 
contingencies account, viz., £566 2s. 6d., and £145 8s. 7d. from the reserve fund. 
The trattic receipts show a decrease of £699 14s. 7d., as compared with the урат 
1900, which is entirely due to the cessation of traffic on the Barcelona 
cable during the interruptions mentioned below. The ordinary working 
expenses show an increase of £526 16s. 6d. as compared with the year 1900. As 
stated in the last report the Bilbao cable broke down close to the Spanish coast 
on December 27th, 1900. This cable was restored on January 23rd, 1901, and 
has worked well since. The Barcelona Marseilles cable has unfortunately been 
twice interrupted during the past year: the first interruption, on January 6th, 
which was mentioned in the last report, having continued till April 7th, 1901. 
The delay in repairing this cable was due to unusually bad weather in the Medi- 
terranean. The second interruption of this cable occurred on December 8r, 
and was promptly repaired by the Eastern Telegraph Company's cable ship 
John Pender on December 16th, 1901, the interruption having lasted only 14 days. 
The cost of these repairs, amounting to £15,730 17s. 11d., has been taken from 
the reserve fund which was established for repairing and renewing the cables. 
The general offices of the company will be removed to Electra House, 
Moorgate, E. C., on April 7th, 1902. Sir John Denison Pender, K. C. M. G., is the 
director retiring by rotation, and offers himself for re-election. The auditors, 
Messrs. Deloitte, Dever, Griftiths & Co., retire, and offer themselves for 
re-election. 


Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply 
| Company. 


Tux: report to be presented to the meeting to be held at Moorgate 
Court, E. C., on Tuesday, March 25th, at 2.30 o'clock, reads :— 


The directors beg to submit their report and statement of accounts for the 
year ended December 815, 1901. The capital expenditure incurred during the 
year in respect of the Bournemouth Provisional Order, 1890, and the Poole and 
Branksome Order, 1897, amounted to £26,216 14s. 4d. The ba ance from revenue 
account, together with the balance brought forward from last year, amounted to 
£15,665 Зв. 7d., from which must be deducted interest charges, depreciation, &., 
leaving the sum of £8,918 11s. 114. to the credit of net revenue account, as 
agninst £38,052 10s. 5d. for 1900. Out of this sum the full year's dividend on the 
preference shares has been paid, and the directors now recommend tlie payment 
of a dividend on the ordinary shares of the company at the rate of 7 per cent. 
less income-tax, for the year ended December 31st, 1901. These payments will 
absorb £8,140 5s., and leave a balance of £778 6s. 114. to be carried forward. 
The equivalent of 65,962 8-c.r. lamps were connected to the company’s mains 
at December 8ist last, showing an increase equivalent to 12,589 8-c.r. lamps 
connected for the year. The lampa applied for show an increase of 12,378 8-c.P. 
for the year, as against 10,198 for the preceding year. The company has been 
supplying power to the tramways between Bournemouth and Poole since the 
spring of last year, and terms have now been agreed for supply to the tramways 
about to be constructed from Bournemouth to Christchurch. The company’s 
mains have been extended to Poole and Parkstone and to Winton during the 
past year. The work is practically completed, and a supply is now available in 
the principal thoroughfares of these oistricts. The progress made by the 
Richmond (Surrey) Electric Light and Power Company, Limited, during the 
past year is satisfactory. The directors of that company huve declared a 
dividend upon its ordinary shares at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum п 
respect of the year ended December 8186 last, as against 5 per cent. for 1900. 
The retiring directors are Mr, Frederiek W. Reynolds and Mr, F. E. Savory 
both of whom. being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. The auditor, 
Mr. R. Н. Marsh, also retires, and offers himself for re election, 


— — — —äœ— —ä’ 


London Electric Supply Corporation.— The report 
for the year ended December 3ist states that the profit on the 
working for the year is £25,220, to which has to be added interest 
on deposit and amount brought forward, making a total of £25,274. 
Out of this the interest on debeuturés and temporary loan to 
December 31st, viz., £13,308, has been paid, leaving a balance of 
£11,966. The board propose to pay a dividend of 3 per cent. on the 
preference shares for the year ended December 31st, 1901; to place 
43,000 to reserve account, aud to carry forward £1,490. 


A. & J. Stewart & Menzies.— The report for 1901 
states that the net profit for the year amounts to £107,376. The 
dividend on the ordinary shares for the year was 10 per cent., and 
£15,000 has been placed to depreciation account, £50,182 being 
carried forward. 


Eastern Telegraph Company.—Dividend at the rate of 
64 per cent. per annum on the pref. stock for quarter ending March 
31st, and interim dividend of 1] per cent. on the ordinary stock in 
respect of profits for the quarter ended December 31st. 
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Prospectus, — Until twelve o'clock to-day (Friday) 
Messrs. J. 5. Morgan & Co. are offering for sale £200,000 
44 per cent. mortgage debenture stock in the British Thomson- 
Houston Company at £104 per cent. The issue, the prospectus 
states, is made for the purpose of funding indebtedness incurred in 
connection with the Rugby works. : 


Robey & Co.—The report for 1901 states that after 
writing ott £5,000 for depreciation, there remains a net profit of 
£20,446. The directora recommend a dividend of 108. per share, 
amounting to £14,706, carrying forward £2,849. 


Bell's Asbestos Company.—The result of operations 


for 1901 was a net profit of £16,825, and a dividend of 6 per cent. 
has been declared, £9,000 being placed to reserve. 


eee 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


— —— — 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.— The receipts for the week ending March 


lith were £619; corresponding week last year, £601; increase, £9. Total 
to date, £6,203; corresponding period last year, £5,644; increase 2557, 
Miles of track open, 10}. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
March 15th were £203; mapa spe week last year, £10; increase, 
£93. Total receipts to date, £1,724; corresponding period last year, £1,574; 
Increase, £150. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
March 1181 were £3,996; corresponding period last year 43,842; іп. 
orease, £154. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending March 7th :— 


| Compariso Aggregate. 


| with corres- | wo 
Amount ponding week N. A + ERN 
Company, 4 | of last year. | weeks. Amount.“ Ino. or Dec. 
+ — + — 
| & | £ £ £ 

e" : „ TOWN. ыл 8 
Devonport t .. oe 495 | PE І — | 3,068 — — 
. A | 139 | — | 5 55 1,003 — 
ates e Э ee oe 5 — ; 40 — — 
Greenook-Pt. ausser £5 , M1 — 9) 816 | 1789 | — 

ar ероо. ee ee Te ,5 — 
eon ag aca ee 2d | 9 — | : Р а 71 ae 
ert he ee ee y PTS — , р — — 
Oldham—Ashton wie 55 ' 11 — 9 11025 = | 61 
00 е} . eo eo P. — | , . — — 
pen E rh | 18 a 5 n 170 Es 
u ee ae | == а. ’ y -— 
South Btaffordshiret | 787 | 52 | — 93 6,451 255 х 
Swansea T „| 418 | 61 -— 9 8,036 280 — 
, eee ae ee 
ynemouth :.. e] P — — ; — == 
Wolverhampton Dist. | 139 | 90 — | 94 | 1,101 657 Жа 
1 


— me ienn — ee — — --— 2 - — — — = 


* Partly horse. + Partly steam. Not in operation last year. 

Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending March 8th were 
£6,782; corresponding week last year, £6,157; increase, £625. Total 
receipts to date, £72,495; corresponding period last year, £66,519; in- 
crease, £6,076. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Mar. 16th were £8,000; corresponding week last year, £2,028; increase, 
£172. Total receipts to date (11 weeks), £83,472; corresponding period last 
year, £22,226; increase, £11,246. Miles open, 64; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending March 
156 were £172 138. 4d. ; corresponding week last year, £156 198. lid.; in- 
crease, £16 Os. 24d. Total to date, £1,782 4s. 2d.; corresponding period 
last year, £1,689 198. 84d.; increase, 492 ів. 03d, Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,082; 1901, 4,988. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending March 
lith were as follows: D. U. T. Co., £3,94! 6s. 8d.; D.8.D. Co. £737 188. 10d. ; 
total, £4,079 5s. d.: corresponding week last year—D.U.1. Co., £8,168 
188. 6d.; D. S. D. Co., £711 88. 5d.; total, £3,480 18. 11d. ; increase, £199 9s. 7d. ; 
aggregate to date, £41,523 68. 2d.; last year, £30,061 Us. d.; increase, 
£1,550 ов. Ud. Mileage worked 46. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending March 
lóth were £1,450; corresponding week last year, £1,574; decrease, £121. 
Total to date £15,059; corresponding period last year, £16,269 ; decrease, 
£1,210. Miles open, 6 miles 57 chains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
THE neat approach of another Stock Exchange settlement and of 
the Easter holidays, is circumscribing business considerably, and 
loud are the complaints as to lack of orders all round the markets. 
Moreover, as Budget Night draws near, tbe apprehensions with 
regard to fresh borrowing become more acute, and Consols in 
particular are dull even to wenkness. Of course, the effect of this 
is noticeable through all the investment sections, and under the 
circumstances it is quite a relief to be able to point to the better 
tone developed by telegraph descriptions. The slump is, at least 
for the time being, arrested, and it takes very few buying orders to 
make a distinct change in quotations. Electrical Supply shares, 


after being rather harder, are generally lower on balance, and the 
second reading of the L.C.C. Electric Supply Bill has had a dis- 
turbing effect. The little Railway Market records a further relapse 
in Central London issues. | 

An interesting emission is that of the new 44 per cent. mortgage 
Debenture stock of the British Thomson-Houston, offered at 104 by 
Messrs. J. S. Morgan & Со. To all appearance the interest seems 
fully secured, although there is less margin for repayment of the 
principal than there is for meeting the dividends. The stock 
becomes redeemable 10 years hence at 105 per cent. A merely 
nominal premium has been established in the market, but it is 
doubtful whether the outside public will get much of the stock, a 
large proportion of which was taken firm by insurance companies 
before the prospectus was published. There are several big 
" power " companies hailing from the North of England which will 
soon be inviting subscriptions for shares, and perhaps another bor- 
rower which may be with us again before long is the London 
United Tramways Company, tbe indomitable Mr. Clifton Robinson 
having succeeded in getting his company's latest Bill for extension 
passed by the examiner, Mr. Campion, last Monday. London 
United Preference shares are £1 premium and the Debenture Stock 
is about 2 to 3 premium. 

In the electrical supply department, several of the leading shares 
have been quoted cc dividend since we wrote last, but in most 
cases the lamount of distribution was easily recovered, Chelsea 
shares are a better market, despite the vapourings at the meeting 
about the shares going below par, and South Londons have a 
hardening tendency without auy quotable change in price. County 
of London shares are not very bright, it being thought that the 
company ought to have written off more than it has done for 
depreciation. The same fault, it will be remarked, is to be found 
with the reports of the Notting Hill, Charing Cross, and the City of 
London Companies. London Electric Supply fail to retain their 
last week's rise ; the appearance of the report has had no stimulating 
effect. The Metropolitan Company's meeting on Wednesday passed 
off without any particular incident calling for notice, and the 
shares might look cheap if one could only tell on what basis the 
arbitrators will assess the price to be paid the company by the 
Marylebone authorities for that part of the undertaking which lies 
in their district. As a speculative investment, however, South 
Londons at about 2] or 29 have a decided attraction. St. James’s 
have shed half-a-sovereign per share, and so have City of London 
Ordinary. 

There is a demand springing up for several of the best Provincial 
Electric supply shares. Oxfords are wanted at 54, Folkestones at 
£1 higher, and Winchesters (which are not quoted in the Stock 
Exchange Official List) at 5]. Hove Electrics are steady at 73. 
These provincialisms would be much more popular than they are 
if there were a freer market, and they make good investments as a 
rule, always provided that the companies chosen by the buyer of 
shares are under auspices which do not make a point of grossly over- 
capitalising their babies. 

Electric Construction shares show no quotable alteration, but the 
close price is lower, consequent upon the dissensious on the board. 
Henley's and Callender's are both sticking at 18. British Westing- 
house prices are 63, 57, and 14 premium for Ordinary, Preference, 
and Debenture respectively, all for cash. Central London stocks 
continue on the downward track mapped out for them in these 
columns a month or so ago, and the Ordinary shows a loss of 4, and 
the Deferred of 1 per cent. this week. There are several Continental 
sellers in the market. 

The telegraph market has grounded for the time, at all events. 
A few of its specialities display sharp upward reactions. Eastern 
Ordinary boasts a rise of five points, Anglo-American Preferred of 
one, and Eastern Extensions are 103. up, this last being equivalent 
to the rise of 5 in Eastern Telegraph stock. Marconi scares are 
found to be overdone, and hardly so much as a tremor shook the 
market after the statement of Mr. Austen Chamberlain regarding 
the alleged agreement between the Cape Government and the 
Eastern Telegraph Company. This agreement, according to Sir 
Edward Sassoon, was to have the effect of excluding Marconi's 
system of wireless telegraphy from being tried and worked in Cape 
Colony, but it is stated that the Postmaster-General has no know- 
ledge of any such agreement. Marconi shares languish at Зу. 

Amongst miscellaneous varieties, Babcock & Wilcox have 
improved to 3 upon the company's securing a £60,000 order from 
the Metropolitan Railway for four dozen water-tube boilers in 
connection with the electritication scheme. National Telephones 
are inclined to ease off, especially the Deferred. South London 
tramway shares are 4 despite the woeful working of the past year. 
British Electric Tractions are without variation, except for a fall of 
1 per cent. in the Debentures. Brush issues are very flat, perhaps 
indicative of the coming report, about which all kinds of surmises 
are afloat. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 
Present or Dividends tor E Corns 
= кама . | E MESS. 
иу. | 1900, | 1901. Highest. | Lowest. 
82,300 African Direct Telegraph, 4 Ir [TII 100 TI TII ees 99 —103 99 —103 TT eoe 
25,000 | Amazon 1 Co. 8 5 Noe 1 to 25,000 . 10 “a 255 34— 44 Si— 4i iss sis 
119,700}| Amason Telegraph 5.95 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. „ | 100| ... isa *. |70 — 80 |70 — 80 isi sis 
804,720 | Anglo-American Telegraph ... ies vis wes oo. Stock 73/6 | 3% 61s. | 46 — 49 46 — 49 478 | 40 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6 Ф Pref eee eee eee Stock 6 7 6 6 % 88 — 90 89 — 91 91 90} 
8,097,640 Do. do. Deferred өзө эөө ee Stock|£1 8. bs. 28 74—. 72 7%— 73 78 TD 
44, Ohili оне! Мов. 1 to 44,000 eee 00 eee eee 5 4 5 % ee 34— 4 33— 4 soo ooe 
13,333 Commercial Ca $100 8 oe oe 155 —165 155 —165 ees 06 
1,741,029] Do. 4. Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. Btock| ... | .. | .. |95 — 98 95 —97 962 95 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph sos eee eee eee eee oes 10 7 V e ee 44— 53 44— 5 eee 2 
6,000 Do. 10 Ф Pref. 60е cee eee eee ee 10 eee ee 13 — 14 13 "=" 14 eee ecc 
12,931 | Direct Spanish Telegraph... se „. o | 51491491... 3 — 48 — KT | 
6,000 Do. do. 10 Cum. Pref. eee vee ee b coe 000 ee == 8 — 9 tee оов 
30, Do. do. 44 Debs. aoo eee ee 50 009 eee LII] 98 — 102 98 —102 eee eve 
60,7102) Direct ee jus е а * Beg. "Deb, "T 20 | 3195 | 9195 - 91— 103 93— 104 10 9% 
i est India Cable, 4}: “within ev E 
101,3007] { Direct сю thin | 100 | ... 99 —102 |99 —102 |... | .. 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Боск e see see se Stock 7 % 7 % 120 —180 [125—135 1323 | 125 
1,930, 807 Do. 33 Btock ees 000 eos eee өөө eee 84 — 87 85 — 88 864 84 
1,432,268! Do. 4 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock 105 —103 105 —109 1073 | 105 
800,000 | Eastern matino, Australasia and China Telegraph ...| 1017 Y 7 12 — 13 124— 134 134 | 12% 
820,000; Do. 49 Deb. Stock r1 M Deb. coe 0 ee 108 —113 108 — 113 P ove 
| Eastern and South African Telegraph, 4 ort. E "E 
800,0007) { Nos. J te 3,600, тей 1909 || 100 |58% | = | . |99 —102 | 99 —102 9 
200, 000? Do. 4 y А Reg. Mt. Debs. MANU Bub.) 1—8,000 25 eee eee eee 100 oo 5 100 —103 eee 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph and Trust - ese oe | 10 | 58% | 519; А 81— 83 — 94 9 88 
180,042 Ро. в Ф Pref. - - ees 10 es eee e. |18 — a 13 — 14 13% | ... 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of епи " ose „ 15% 4, |27 — 29 | 27 — 29 i 
and Bermuda Oable, 4 lst Mort. , { м on 
76,000 [re e db IM M: Son et} " eo | .. |99 —103. | 99 —103 
17,000 do-B Telegraph ove 25 |10 y 4 10 y 4 be 37 — 41 37 — 41 ee . 
100,0002 London tino-Brasilian Telegra h, 6 Ф Debs. eee eee 100 eee eve ee 100 —1C4 100 — 104 PI) eee 
Montevideo горо, pe Paar » Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. 1 24 ITI ITI i-— $ j— i eee eee 
86.492 Do. do. do. 5% Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 1| 5 ve ee $— 1 — 1 s T 
983,333 | National Telephone, Pref. Stock  .. vee -— wo. | 100 | 5 %15% — 95 — 99 xd| 99 95 
200,000 Do Pref. shares... we : 2T 2s 3h 3g — — . 0 PE P 
1,966,667 Do . Def. Stock 15 is P 100 | ... 60 |61 xd — жек м 628 | 61 
15,000 Do, 6 $ Oum. 16 Pref. ... ove - 10 | 6 6 6 |13 — 16 13 — 75 xd| ... ine 
15,000 Do, 6 % Oum. 2nd Pref. ... e 10 | 6 6 6 13 — 15 13 — 15xd| ... - 
$50,000 Do. 5 Y Non-cum. 3rd Pret., 1 to 250,000 5|5 5 5 4j— 53 44— bixd| 5 e 
2,000,0002 Do, 83 Deb. Btock Red. eee eee Stock 33 33 34 93 == 96 — 96 ee 000 
500,000 Do. 4 Deb. Stock Red. .. ee ee 100 soo 4 4 % 101 — 105 101 — 195 ee ee 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 115 6 - i— 1— 1 5 vd 
100,0007| Pacific and European Tel., 4 1% Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... | 100 | .. |... | 99 —102 99 —102 "P REN 
11,839 Reuters. eee eee eot D eee 8 5 V 5 % ee 61— 7 65 — 7 eve 006 
8,303 Submarine Cables Trust [Ir] eee eee ee eee ecc eee TT 119 —125 119 —125 ee "TT! 
58,000 United River Plate Telephone eoe b 7 95 06 ee 4i— 52 42— 5} ove 
40,006 Do. do. 5 95 Саш. . pret Nos. 1—40, 000 5 .. vee aes 4— 5 44— 5 — 
179,9471 Do. do. b Ф Debs. ees eee Ў Stock ee coe eee 102 —105 102 —105 "T eee 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 % Debs... 100 | .. | .. | .. |99—101 99 —101 | 100 | .. 
,008 West Ooast of America, Nos. 1—80, 000 and 53 ‚001-—5$,008 23 eee eee = == coe eee 
150,000 Do. do. 4 % Dets., 1—1,500 gua, by Bras. Bub, Tel 100 | .. | ... 99 —102 99 —102 sae, {Ih sse 
990 Western gear aah Ltd., Nos. 1—207,930 ... - „„ 1017 7 % )14— 124 | 12 — 13 12 - 
75,0001 Do Debs. ind series, 1906 . | 100 | .. |... 102 —105 102 —105 |... |... 
348,7771 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. [TI [II 100 [TII eee 100 —1(3 99 —102 00е 
88,321 West India and Pounds egraph eee eee coe 10 @% eos • T = eee 
84,563 Do, do, do, 6 T. Oum. lat Pre... | 10| .. - 5 — 5$ ! 65 — 53 - 
4669| Do do. do, Саш. ind Pref... | 10 | .. EN | 5- dd | 37 | js 
80,0002 Do. do. da, 5 * Debs., Nos. 1 to 1 ‚800 100 | ... 125 100 —103 11С0 — 103 I 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... ET s — 8 — f m x 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe. | 100 00 —105 100 — 105 |... |... 
19,661 | Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Sup., "Pu 101 to 19,761 b 6 Ф 6 % 8 9 a — 94 82— 94ха| .. 99 
000 Do. 7% Саш. Pref.... b — 94 8 — Ogxd 8H [Iro 
50,000 roe Cross and Strand Electricity Supply s b 9 Ф 9 % 10 % 8)— 93 9— 10 94 9,5, 
, 50,000 do. do. 44% Cum. Pref. | 5| ... 51— 52 51— 54 58 55% 
250,000 . Do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red. | 100 * 3% P 104 —106  |104 —106 1052 | ... 
39005 Chelsea Mice 1 э ees ees eee ee 5 6 4 5 — b b тз 5 eee eae 
Do. 0. Supp De . Stock Red. eee 00 eee eee 110 — 113 110 — 113 111j eee 
170570 City of London Ё Electric hting, 40,001—110,579... | 10 | 4 0 & 5%| 9 — 10 8 — 9 d 8 
40,000 Do. 6 V Oum. » 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 .. | 12 — 13 12 — 18xd| 124 | 125 
400,000; Do. 5 Y Deb. Stock, Bcrip. (ise. at £115) a all paid vos | one * .. |108 —128 |123 —128 e ee 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa., all paid 100 vee .. |101 —104 |101 —104 ss bus 
40,000 | County of Lond. & а Prov. Rien Pd „Оға. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 4 4% | 84— 94 83— 9 93 94s 
20,000 Ро. do. 6% 40,001—60;000 | 10 6 $16 . 12 — 13 12 — 13 125 12 
400,000] Do. 43 % Deb. Stock Prov. Certs (all paid) Rd. . 107 —110 [107—110 109 | 108 
‚500! Edmundson's Elec. Corp., Ord. Shares oes ТА 516917 9%! ... 6— 63 | 6— 6% 61 62 
,000 гә до. 6 % Cum. Pref. eee eee eee eee eee 6 = (1 6 Ed 63 6% өө 
120,000: до. 44 9 1st Mort. Deb. Btock, ..|100| .. | .. | ... laice —109 [106—169 1083 .. 
21,000 Kensington and кеч Electric, Or. 5 | 11% | 12% | 10% | 103 — 111 | 10$— 114ха ... гә 
,000 do. 4 V Deb. Stock eee ee °з 101 —104 101 —104 eee eos 
110,000 London Electric Sepp si ea Limited, Or 8 .. ЕА р 12— 21 11— 2 1 IR 
49,840 Do. do. 6 % Pref. b oe ee 000 4 — 4% 4 — 5 48 soo 
250,0007 Do. do. FS 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Rd. Stock 82 — 95 — 100 | 95 — 100 eee ea: 
98,769 | Metropolitan Electric Supply, 101 to 62,500 0 10|5 P 6 9, |64% | 144— 154 | 1*4— 164 | 153] 143 
220,000? De. 43 Mortgage $n ap Btock ae sas .. 111 —115 111 —115 és es 
250,000; Do. 34% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . Stock - 93 —101 98 — 101 - m 
8,652 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting w - ec 10 7 7 6 95 | 144— 154 | 14$ — 153 re jd 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light, On. = 5 14155 |1449 144% | 144—154 | 14 — 15 15 148 
20,000 Do. do. 7 9 Pref., 20,081 to 40,0801 5 7 7 7 8 — 9 |в— 9 |. |... 
150,000; Do. do. 34 LH De Rock Bed. eee 00 oes eee ee 98 —101 98 —101 101 100 
12,000 Smithfield Market i^n Bupply, Ord. eee eee ә 5 eee еее eee 1? — 21 12 — 21 000 eee 
50,0007 Do. eee ee 100 eee see eee 80 a 90 80 — 90 pee coe 
000 | South London Electricity Bu арр, „ lz toj: $— 92) — 9& 21 
Westminster Electric Supply, А ses 5 18% |108% 110% 11 — 12 11 — 12 12 
* Bubjeot to Founders on Liv 
1 Соне oti 1 m Shares, t Quotations erpool Btock ла being toed 5s 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. — Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
Present Stock Dividends for | Closing Closing BHusneses соле 


Issue, үс ghare| ‘he last three years, | Nar tain, | Mar 12h. | Mar 19th, 1902. 
1899. | 1900. 1901. Highest-| Lowest. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 9 Cum. Prei. Ol 10] a F 
900,000 Do. do. 5 & 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . Stock . 88 — 92 | 88 — 92 nds Ж 
62,074 | British Electric Traction m ies 10 8 8 * 9 % * | 18 — 14 13 — 14 132 | 133 
90,000 Do. do. : Cum. Pref. ove „| 10 *. |121— 128 | 123— 123 128 
600,000: Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Stock Stock .. 126 —129 |126 —129 1284 1271 
70,000 | British Insulated Wire n. e 5 20 J 15 .. | 9&— 108 | 94— 103 3s 
70,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. 200 eee LII) 5 eae „өө A 5$— 6i 54 — 63 ove eve 
50,000 |4 Browett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. an sc SEE se 8 we | 18s. to 203. | 143, to 16s. | ... s 
50,000 |T 6 % Cum. Prof. T oe | Elf .. 6 oo. |19/6 to 20/6 168. to 183. | ... eee 
105,731 | Brush Elecl. inging., Ord., 1 to 106,71 . 2 617 5 .. | 18— 18 | 18— 18 là| 15 
150,000 Do. do. Non-cur.. 6 % Pref. . ihe 925 2| 6 6 aie 2— 2 2— 2} 2 n 
125,069! Do. do. 41 Perp. eb. Stock eee 00е Stock ees eec oes 102 —105 101 —104 xd EM ec 
125,0002 Do. do. 41 & Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock „. Stock.. 97 —100 97 —100 PW NM 
30,000 | Oallender’s Cable Construction Nos.1—30,000 ... 5 15 95/15 . 173 — 18h | 174— 18) 173 
40 000 Do. do. 5 % Cum. Pref. eve eee eee 5 eee eee eee 54— 6 54— 6 13 
90,0001} Ро. do. 43 9 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red ... (Stock) ... | ... | .. [111—115 111 —115 i 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Btock „юе |. | |. 4 95103 —106 99 —102 | 1012 | 1C0 
440,100 Do. do. 4 % Pref. Stock c.o ove 0 0 Stock oes eee 4 % 103 —106 103 — 106 1044 1034 
440,100 Го. do. Def. do. ... - s. [Btock| |... ses 4 %| 99 —102 98 —101 98 ove 
855,000 City and Seuth London Railway eee eee eee eee Stock 1195 13% 2 % 65 — 63 65 — 68 68 66 
54,000 Crompton & Оо, Е W nuo 9 39 8%... | 8— 33 | 8— 33 
. st Mo о 
100, 0002 £100, and 901 to 11, 000 of £50 red eee eos eec ee 99 —104 99 —104 oes eee 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lat, “ A” shares, Eg pd. 1 to 99,261 | 5 6 21x i- 3 be ee Ml ate ШИН 
17,189 Do. do. “A” Shares, 01—017,139  ... 5| 6 24%) ... 2— 3 2— 3 6 se 


344,023} Do. do. do. 4 95 Deb. Btock Red s. |100 | a s e |78 — 83 78 — 83 784 | 78 
100,000 Ро. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock еы кр 100 vit .. | 88 — 88 83 — 88 


112,100 | Electric 9 1 to 112,100 ave 2| 69 69 .. 16— 1j 18— 11 А sb 
31, 390 Do. do. j Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... ies 21. а - 21— 3 21— 3 oss es 
182, 500 Ро. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock .. |BStock| ... see .. 97 —101 97 —101 sa du 
18,000 General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 95 Cum. Pref. ... .. | 10 i 92— 10} 94 — 10} e TN 
150,000 Do. do. 4% Mort. Deb. ^ Stock . . {100 — 103 100 — 103 ы? Де 
35,000 Henley’s (W. т) Telegraph Works, ога. isi as 5 15 % iy 20 95| 17 — 184 | 174— 184 174 | ... 
35, 000 Do. do. „рч eos ове 5 ug ti TT] 54— 6 54— 6 5? TI 
60,0002 Do. de do. 44 Mort. Deb. Stock... Stock . ee 111 —115 111 —115 . кө ss 
50,000 India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and rps Sr Works — | 10 | 10 « 10 9% we | 21 — 22 21 — 22 212 | 21 
300, ,0001 Do. do. do. 4 95 1st Mort. Deb ... oo | 100 |... vu . . |100 —103 |100 —103 Та sve 
37,500 {Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... © 4.10 [ 829 34% 14%] 5 — 54 5 — bà aud Ves 
10,000 f Do. do. Pref., £10 paid bá oe | 10| 5 woe |11 — 114 | 11 — 114 iei see 
7, 500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 1 to y 500 өө» [TII 10 eee ees 1a 164 154—164 eee өөө 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 dm T e| &1 | .. 717 19% to 20 /- sae 
$7,350 Telegraph sare и ati and 8 габ ee. oe | 12 | 15 17i 20 * 37 — 40 35 — 38 364 | ... 
150,000: Do. 4 95 Deb. Ваз. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 ... 100 * |102 —1€65 |102 —105 ies es 
26, 000 Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 {о 25,000 eee eee 5 12 12 `% nee 104— ni 104— 111 eee eee 
20,000 Do. do. 5 % Om. Prf. Nos. 1 to 20,000... 5 51— 54— 6 


540,000: Шаран do ners бү ЖЩ, ЖЕЗ, | 3 * 3 * 3 `%| 92 95 | 92—95 | 94p | 92 


+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. § From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT abi eere QUOTED. 
Consolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance, ,—,5. Oldbam, Ashton, and Hyde Eleotrio (£ 2 70 Ord., 144—165 
National Electric Free Wiring, 11—;;. Do, do. 10 pd.), 108—105, 
* From Bop ingbem Rhere List. J From Manchester Share List. Вәр rote of discount З per Бе (February 6th. 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, March 19th. 
CHEMICALS. &o. This week. | Last week. Ino. or Deo. METALS, &0, (continued, ) This week. Last week. Ino. or Dec. 
€ Acid, Hydrochloric „ Dorom. 6/- 6/- T g Copper Bheet ee ео н per ton £71 £71 
& „ N ке v. vs oe рег сті. 33/- / T 9 1 od . ee per ton £71 £71 
° „ co оос ө» per ot. 89/. 82/- ec 6 n 'Eleotrolyiio) Bars . por ton £68 £68 
а [1] Bulphurio ee oe eo per стб. 6/6 5/6 0 в 93 oe вем eo per ton #15 £76 
a ошоп ао Баі per ewt. 59 / 89 / ов 6 n " Rod „ рег ton £68 
: Ammonia, uriate (oryetal) .. per ton £88 10 488 10 A d А ú H.O, Wire per lb. ed. Bid 1d. dec 
.. per ton £80 £80 T fEboniteRod..  .. «oe per lb. 8/- . ү 
à Bleaching powder oe .. рег ton 41 41 oe f Sheet oo в» . per lb. 6/- 6j- eo 
» нр е is Oarbon ..  .. perton 415 215 oe n German Bilver Wire oo Per lb. 1/6 rh T 
ee e. per ton £18 218 ` AGutta-percha fine. ee per lb. I- oe 
я Баа ) e eof ee pergal, 1 Л] h India-rubber, Para ane per lb, | 8/14 to 8/2 | 8/14 to 8/8 es 
а % ee per gal. 6/6 5/6 1 s Charcoal Sheets per ton £18 £18 “ 
а Copper Sulphate ee н per ton £20 42 í Pig (Cleveland warrants) . per ton 46/43 46/8 84d. dec. 
a Lead, Nitrate .. рег ton £24 £24 í „ Кош! h es to per ton From £11 | From #11 T 
а „ White Sugar ee per ton £81 £81 i» $ „ Scrap, T vs ee Por ton 47/6 to EO /- 47/6 to 50/- 
a ias аде а T ee oo рег 22 ‚е че T $ a Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton " ELT 49 15 e 
а Methyis er gal. / ee 1 \ 
a Napbabs, Bolvent (90% 221600). Fer 6/6 5/6 йч : Lead, English d ee 06 er ton 1 i115 | 21115 | 2s. 6d. dec. 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks.. per ib. gà. ва. ee oo ee perton| #1810 oe T 
И н Caustic (16/8096) es per ton 224 £24 oe ы Manganin Wire k No. 28 ..  .. per lb. 8 / 8/- oe 
s» Bisulphate  .. . per ton РРБ 255 a g Merc ee Per bot.] 48 15 £8 15 e 
à Shellac eo. рег сті] | 117- 191, 10s. deo. Mica (in (in original oases), small .. per lb. | Bd. to dd. Bd. $0 9d. T 
a Sulphate of Magnesia ..  .. per ton 44 10 44 10 s. 4 " ú н — um per Ib. 1/9 60 9/9 | 1/9 to 9/9 S 
a Bulphar, Boblimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 £6 6 98 Fer lb. | 8/8 to 7/8 | 8/8 to Шр eo 
a " een T per ton £6 10 26 10 - = Phosphor x Bronne, pain сы 8 per Ib. jlldd.to 1/2 |1134. to 1/2 а 
а Lom es рег ton £5 £6 oe p ed bars & rods per Ib. I/ to 1/8 1/- to 1,8 
в Bc da, Саш | (white 70 %) ee рег ton £10 16 210 16 eo p и Sstripasheet per lb. rcm 1/2 om 1,2 
в u соны ee рет ton £8 £8 ee о Platinum ee T „ peros. £41 £11 
a B Рогош або, casks .. per ìb 24d. 240, oe i Silicium Bronze Wire per Ib. 10d. to 1/- | 10d. to 1/- M 
: га ican og A EENS desc'p'n per ton] From £16 to £40 T 
METALS, &o. | in bares PI ji 258: e» 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton £148 £148 “ : ть, nan co ee ее ө» рет ton { #11810 | £118 10s. inc. 
b 10 oS » in ton lois per ton 4524 4134 s4 " e. per Ib. 3/6 1,6 ee 
b eet, in ton lots per tcn £191 £191 T wires Nos.110)8 .. ee Por lb. 1/64 1,6 T 
П Babbitt's enne ingots рет (ср | £16 tr aie £16 to £125 p 48. Ары - frietion Metals — 
с Brase(rolled meta) $^ to 1e" basis per Ib. (2d 62d. " "White Ant” brand . per ton 286 to 266 | 485 to 265 ө» 
e pad (brased) .. es rer Ib. tid. tid. T j Уаз, 2/10s Grey Cotton, on op'ls per lb. ча, 1d. ee 
e „ ют rawn) . fer tb. "d. (d. ss j u "ea. Flax .. ee ee рег lb. epa. ва. os 
t ow wh „ basis - ee per it. 7d. 7d. s j ы S8oplyl0lbs, Romian  .. per Id. y d. «ра. oe 
я Copper Tobes (brased) „ per ib, td, Ба, ae j „m 10 ds. Russian, single .. por ld. d. д. ee 
(solid drawn) .. fer ib, Gd. Yd. 255 w 180 the, Jute rove per ton #103 6 210 2 6 ee 
; Copper Bars (best selected! .. Fer ton £71 £71 " Zino, Bh’, (Vielle Montagne bnd.) pertcn| £22 1 #9 10 А 
Lu uy си een Ps тл, резер тры : Мент ern cett 
Quotations | ® 7, д0 Ве » * ыш Te t Quotaticns tebra, Jo mee akt сие, o. Li Qrotsticns | ^ Metis. over & Co., ' 
8, Messrs. Edward ae п Messrs. Р. Озтрівіср & Sons. 
sopplied by 4 Mesars. F, W supplied b) | ¢ Mosars, Bolling & Low vopplied Ьу |, Messrs. Jobnson, Matthey & Co Lia 


a & Bon 
e Messrs. Frederick шаа Бор à Oo. i Mesers. Walter B. Hindley & Co. p The Pbospbor Brense Се any, Lie. 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


(MANCHESTER SECTION). 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIGH TENSION CENTRAL 
STATION SWITCHGEARS. 


By Henry W. Сготнгв, A. M. I. C. E., A. M. I. E. E. 
(Paper read February 1st, 1902.) 


(Concluded from page 445.) 


Cellular Type.—This construction, better known as the Ferranti 
Switch-gear, was first installed in Portsmouth in 1894, for 2,000 volts, 
and it has since been extensively and, indeed, for the last three or 
four years almost exclusively, adopted throughout this country on 
2,000 and 3,000-volt single-phase systems. Referring to figs. 13 


Switch open. Switch closed. 


Fic. 14.— SECTION THROUGH ALTERNATOR PANELS. 


[See Exec. Rev. for July 12th, 1901] and 14, it will be seen 
that the framework consists of a number of heavy slabs of 
insulating material grouted into the station wall and pro- 
truding therefrom. The spaces hetween them are divided off into 
a number of cells by vertical division plate“, also of insulating 
material, made to slide into grooves cut in the horizontal slabe. 
Porcelain insulators are mounted deep into these cells or recesses 
which carry the high tension conductors and several metal fittings 
for receiving the switches, fuses, instraments, &c. 
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Fic. 15.—CELLULAR TYPE Switcn GEAR. 


This arrangement entirely eliminates the space at the back com- 
mon to the ty pes before mentioned. While uil the connections and 
conductors are visible, and easily traced from the front, they are so 
shielded by the cellular construction of insulating material that it 
18, to all intents, impossible to make accidental contact with apy 
two metal parts of differing pc tential at the same time. Moreover, 
the constructional framework is made up of non-inflammable 


~ 


material without resorting to a metal frame, thus affording great 
advantages both as to insulation and immunity from fire or accidents 
due to shocks. Thanks to this security in design, the record of this 
type of switch-gear has not beer marred by the occurrence of any 
serious or fatal accident. This is striking evidence when one 
considers that there are more cellular-type high-tension alternating 
current gears working in this country than all other kinds totalled 
together. 
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Wc - Connection shown one pole only 
Fig. 17.* 


Fig. 15 shows a section through a 3,000-Kw. three-phase generator 
panel The bus bars will be seen at the top. Each panel is fur- 
nished with a plug by which it can be readily isolated. АП high- 
tension instruments, switches, and fuses are made to plug into 
contacts, and fixed in such a way that they can be quickly 
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Fic. 16.—MULTIPLE FnaME TYPE Swrrcu GEAR. 


withdrawn even while the rest of the apparatus is “live.” On all 
feeder panels the fuses are provided with duplicate contacts for 
this purpose. The drawing shows the position of the regulating 
table, field switch, exciting current ammeter, and resistance, which 
are mounted separately, but in a line with the high-tension panels. 


For references see our “Notes “ columns.—EpDs. 
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REVIEW. 


Another feature of this construction is the absolute absence of 
cable connections between the various components, and the 
mecbanical means adopted to replace them; each high-tension 
part is contained in a complete cell, and so divided from any 
other part of differing potential. 

This concludes the description of the various constructions. 
There are, of course, others invented and used for alternating 
current switch-gear, but the foregoing are typical of the most 
important generic designs which have been tried and put to 
practical use. 

Bus Bars.—Complexity must inevitably give way to simplicity 
in all apparatus. In no part of а central station is this axiom more 
applicable than in the arrangement of the bus bars, which form the 
foundation of the connections. Numerous ingenious and compli- 
cated methods exist, involving the duplicity of parts, multiple bus 
bars, change-over switches, cross connections, and other elaborate 
provisions which seem to allow for every emergency. However, 
simple as they may be made to look on paper, in practice they tend 
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Fia. 18.* 
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to increase the difficulty of supervision and chances of mistakes. 
The confusion may be modified by complex systems of interlocking 
devices, but for perfection in design these should be unnecessary. 
There should he по alternative ways of operating any part. Given 
one way, the attendant cannot go wrong. For this reason alone, 
irrespective of the many other advantages, such as economy in 
running, uniform distribution of the load, &c, it is preferable to 
parallel all generators to one common set of bus bars. The arrange- 
ment of bus bars has such an important bearing upon the switch- 
gear construction, that it is opportune to consider some of the other 
methods, as illustrated by diagrams on figs. 17 and 18, which, to 
save a repetition of lines, have been drawn to represent the connec- 
tion of one pole only. The network involved by them on three- 
phase systems can be imagined. Each diagram represents the high 
tension connections for four gencrators and eight out going feeders. 


It is interesting to note from them how a simple construction can be- 


converted into a complicated one. 


Part II.— СомРАБАТІУЕ NOTES on BRITISH AND GERMAN SWITCH- 
GEARS. 

In these notes it is not the intention to criticise, but to assemble 
the main feitures and essential points of difference in general 
design, in order that fair conclusions may be drawn from them, and 
irom the discussion, which tbe author hopes may tend to improve 
not only the imported material, but also the productions of this 
country. It must be understood that the methods of Germany 
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herein mentioned are those which appearcd to predominate among 
the extensive works and supply stations visited during the recent 
tour ofthe members of this Institution. It is only natural to con- 
clade that the works exemplified the most modern and approved 
methods. The standard of British designs considered willbe the 
cellular type which has been installed in the majority cf stations in 
this country. 

Fig. 15 and 16 have been drawn to the same scale to represent a 
comparison of the typical switch-gears of both countries. The views 
are intended to illustrate a 3, 000-Kw. gencrator panel for a three- 


. pbase system at about 6,000 volts. 


Ф 


General Construction.—In this respect the description in the first 
part of this paper will point decisively to the fact that whereas, in 
this country, great endeavours have been made to render all parts 
of the gear visible and yet inaccessivle by accident, in Germany 
the aim has been to attend only to the safety of the front portion 
of the construction. The gears are of the type with backs, and are 
designed on the flat-board, basement and “ multiframe” 
principles; bare bus bars are usually mounted on insulators without 
any form of covering, and no attempt is made to shield other live 
fittings which are mounted at the back. The intermingling of 
these fittings with the metal framework is the converse of the 
policy taught by our experience, which is to have no back and to 
avoid the use of metal framework near high tension conductors. 
Moreover, the absence of straggling cable and strip connections 
between the component parts of the gear із very apparent on 
the cellular construction as compared with the foreign boards with 
backs. 

The Space Occupied by the switch-gear is often an important 
consideration in planning a central station. In this respect it is 
worth noting, that the “cellular type” occupies about one-third the 
floor space as compared with the other types, and for the same 
number of machine, circuit and inter-connecting panels, about two- 
thirds the length of platform required by a well-designed “ multi- 
frame gear." 

Switches.—In Germany the main switches are invariably operated 
from handles projecting through the marble fronts. Oil-break 
switches contained in cast-iron boxes are used, but the general 
practice is to use those designed to open with a slow movement, 
allowing an arc to draw out, flare and die away gradually, on the 
principle of the Siemens & Halske lightning arrester. This method 
is also directly contrary to the principle of quick-break devices for 
suppressing the arc, апа the more eflicient oil-break switches which 
have proved successful in this country. 

The high-tension fuse most extensively used in Germany is not, 
unlike the well-known Bates fuse, consisting of an open-ended tubs 
of porcelain, ambroin, stabilit or similar insulating material, with 
plug terminals at each сод. The fuse wire of copper or alloy is 
threaded through the tube and clamped by screws and plates or 
soldered to the terminals. For potentials of 2,000 to 10,000 volts 
the length of these tubes varies between 8 in. and 15 in. Several 
fine wires are connected in parallel for the higher voltages, each 
wire being enclosed in a separate internal tube or otherwise 
partitioned by insulating material, so that each wire has a column of 
air to itself. Unlike the Bates fuse there is no handle moulded 
with the tube, but flanges are provided at the ends, and moreover, ia 
most cases, it is customary to have a long pair of wooden tongs 
close by the switch-gear with which any fusescan be clutched while 
the opsrator is at a safe distance from it. Considering the massive 
tube fuses used at Deptford and Willesden, which are from 4 to 
5 ft. long, and also the expensive desigus, such as the oil-break fuses 
of home manufacture, it would appear that either we over-estimate 
the destructive effects caused in breaking high-tension circuits, or 
clse the necessity of blowing a fuse without destroying the fuse 
holder is not considered as a matter of importance in Germany. 
The variation in size and initial cost of the respective designs is very 
pronounced. 

It is very common in German practice to construct high-tension 
switchboards without fuses or automatic devices of any kind in 
circuit with the alternatora, and to have plug fuses on the out-going 
feeders, but no switches on these circuits The fuses in such cases 
are placed in cellars or in basements away from the station 
attendants. There is thus no way of breaking a load on a feeder 
circuit other than by blowing its fuse. The visible switch-gear in 
these stations is only that required for the control of the machines 
whilst under normal conditions. We were informed in one 
important station in Berlin that one man was never sent alone into 
the cellar or batement but, for safety, was always accompanied by 
another to look after bim. 

There are many points of difference in the instruments used on 
high-tension switch gears. Electrostatic voltmeters, almost 
universally used in this country, give way in Germany for electro- 
magnetic or hot wire voltmeters connected to the secondaries of 
transformers. But in a few instances where electrostatic instruments 
are used, it is instructive to us to note that the cases are made of 
insulating material, and the difficulty, common to alternating 
current systems, of sparking over, due to rises in potential, has 
been obviated by covering the fixed cells with a layer of insulating 
material such as mica shellaced over, thus forming an efficient 
insulating shield between the cells and the moving vane. For 
further protection a resistance is connected in series with the 
fuses. Unlike our Kelvin, and Ayrton & Mather voltmeters, the 
German electrostatic instrument is not usually fitted with a 
spark gap. The scales, however, of these instruments—taken 
collectively—are not so open and boldly marked as on our 
patterns. Accustomed as we are to our long range voltmeters and 
ammeters, of both dial and edgewise patterns, the instruments in 
common use in German ceniral stations appear to us somewhat 
small, and the scales seem to require close inspection to read them. 

All possible means whereby connections and apparatus can 
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be reduced, without affecting the utility of the whole, should 
be taken advantage of. With this in view there is something to the 
credit of the home designs in the method of using one common 
synchroniser, and incoming machine voltmeter, instead of compli- 
cating the system by using separate synchronising transformers and 
voltmeters for each machine. As an example of the former, the 
Ferranti method is to make contact automatically with a common 
. synchronising bar (or pair of bars for multi-phase system) while the 
main dynamo switch is in a “ half-cock” position. This arrange- 
ment has the advantage of simplicity in construction and also in 
working, as compared with the latter method which entails the 
provision of separate plugs or switches on each machine panel. 
There are many other details of more or less importance where 
the best switch-gear practice of the two countries differs, such as the 
method of connecting to the bus bars and of isolating panels by the 
use of bus bar plugs, the provisions for receiving cables, and for 
removing instruments and other parts of the gear safely and quickly 
without the use of special tools. These details have perhaps been 


more carefully dealt with in our best British designs, thau bas been 


considered necessary in Germany. Оп the other hand, we may 
have to learn something concerning the methods of economy in 
design and production by which passable results can be obtained by 
a minimum expenditure in material and labour. But it is difficult 
to know where to draw the line in cutting down material and 
cheapening designs, because it is of such vital importance that, for 
apparatus on which so much depends, the efficiency must not be 
sacrificed for economy in design. . 

To sum up, the main and great difference rests on the principles 
of construction; the details follow in sequence, and are, to a certain 
degree, dependent upon them. 


CONCLUSION. 


It will form a fitting conclusion to this paper to consider, with- 
out taking up too much time, the absolute requirements for one 
of the common systems of transmission. The single-phase switch- 
gear has become practically standardieed, but the three-phase 
switchgear for 6,000 to 10,000 volts introduces many problems for 
discussion. 

The first question to decide is the bus bar arrangement. The 
diagrams on figs. 17 and 18 show many methods, but of these, 
provided the switchgear is reliable, thcre is none more suitable than 
the simplest (represented in diagram A) for any number of machines 
of modern design. There are, however, cases where it may be 
deemed advisable to split up the station plaut into sections. For 
example, in this city it is proposed to run one set of generators on 
the traction load and another set on the lighting load. It would be 
intereeting to know what effect the fluctuation of the traction load 
would produce on the lighting load if tbe two systems were run in 
parallel, assuming that motor-generators or rotaries, convert the 
high tension alternating current to a divided continuous current 
supply for the consumers. It is quite possible that there is no need 
to have separate high-tension traction and lighting bus bars at all ; 
then it will be more economical and convenient to run every 
machine on to one common set of bus bars, means being provided so 
that any generator or feeder panel can be readily isolated for adjust- 
ment, repairs, or cleaning purposes. 

With a balanced load only one ammeter is essential on a threc- 
phase panel, but provision should be made to enable this or other 
ammeters to be used occasionally for reading the current on any 
or all three phases. 

There is no doubt that it is the best practice to supply fuses with 
duplicate contacts to each phase on the feeder panels. But for 
generators the conditions are different; with two or three alter- 
nators running in parallel, fuses have sometimes given trouble by 
opening the circuit of all the machines when a fault has occurred on 
one only. Reverse current automatic switches have been made to 
meet this objection, but complications are involved thereby, which 
introduce an element of uncertainty in action under emergencies. 
Another way of dealing with the question is to bave no fuses or 
automatic devices on the generators. Modern alternators will 
stand a short for a few minutes, or at least for sufficient time to blow 
the feeder fuse, if the fault is on the mains, or if the fault is on the 
generator, to enable the attendant to isolate the defect. 

Machine and feeder switches must be of а selected pattern which 
will open circuit without enabling a rise in potential to occur, and 
without causing injury to the switch contacts when used for break- 
ing, not only the rated capacity of the circuit, but the more severe 
conditions to which they are likely to be subjected when emer- 
gencies occur. It must be remembered that tests which have been 
carried out in this country, and on a larger scale with higher 
voltages in America,* show that the maintenance of an arc in open 
air, even for a short period, is liable to produce resonance effects, 
and high voltage oscillations, equal to two or three times the normal 
potential of the system ; whereas it would seem from tests carried 
out at the same time, that excessive rises in potential are not ex- 
perienced with oil-break switches. Spark gaps which will arc across 
when the pressure rises above the normal, can be fitted to the bus 
bars or to the cable, but the switch-gear should be constructed to 
avoid the necessity of these devices, which are likely to irritate the 
system, and reduce the degree of safety by bringing conductors of 
differing potential elose together on one apparatus. 

The capacity of the feeder cable has an important bearing on the 
design of feeder switch-gear, due to the rise in potential occasioned 
by switching on and off a long length of main with capacity. 
Charging devices which will operate in conjunction with feeder 
switches are necessary in such cases. 


Recorded in a paper read by E. W. Rice, Junr, before the 
American I. E. E., Buffalo, August 22nd, 1901. 


We have not had much experience with power factor indicators, 
but provided a reliable instrument can be obtained to read the lag 
or lead of an alternate current supply, it would be a serviceable, . 
though not essential, addition to the feeder panel, n that it would 
to some extent communicate to the central station tke condition n? 
the load and the regulation of the motor-generators at tra suh. 
stations. 

With regard to recording or registering wattmeters, the sim} st 
practice is to mount them between tbe feeder and generator hna 
bars so that they will register the total energy generated by the 
entire plant. Indicating wattmetera can be mounted on the gene- 
rator panels in the same way that the power factor indicators are 
attached to the feeder panels (see figs. 15 and 16). But given 
reliable ammetera, it is not difficult to estimate the output of tbe 
&lternators near enough for all practical purposes, and so wlere 
initial cost is of moment both indicating wattmeters and pı wer 
factor ihdicators can be dispensed with. 

The generator panels have obviously to include sychronising 
devices, and a regulating table containing field switches, fie)d 
current indicators, and regulating resistances. It is only necessary 
to add the bus bar voltmeters, and possibly a panel for an auxiliary 
motor-generator, to fulfil the principal requirements of a completa 
three-phase central station switch gear. 

In view of the general tendency towards standardisation in tba 
designs of any apparatus manufactured and used throughout iba 
world for one oommon purpose, it is evident that many designs at 
present in vogue will disappear in favour of a switch gear which 
will be the outcome of the experience to be gained in the imme- 
diate future. On what lines will the switch gear of the future be 
based ? The author hopes this paper will evoke suggestions that 
will help to solve this problem and so be з guide to our switch gear 
designers, 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
(NEWCASTLE SECTION). 


ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY ON THE NORTH-EAST 
COAST. 


Ву C. S. Vesey Brown, M. I. C. E., Member. 
(Paper read March 10th, 1902.) 


Amonast the many engineering problems which have, during the 
last few years, engrossed the attention of members of this Institu- 
tion and kindred societies, there are none which may be said to have 
the same magnetic attraction for both the professional and lay 
minds as “electrical power supply.” It is firmly believed, and, as 
the author thinks, rightly so, that the adoption of electricity as the 
motive power in all the thousand and one applications for which 


power is required in the manufactories of this country, will do a 


great deal towards enabling the owners of these factories to com- 
pete successfully against the very strong bid which has been made 
by the American and Continental manufacturers for the supply of 
manufactured iron and steel goods in what has hitherto been looked 
upon as the sole market for British manufacturers. It is probable 
that the competition has been less severely felt in the district upon 
which your attention is more particularly directed to-night, but, 
nevertheless, signs are not wanting that the time must surely come 
when certain of the industries associated with the districts in the 
neighbourhood of the Tyne, Wear, and Tees, will require careful 
attention to prevent any strong attack by the foreign manufacturer. 
The author's intention in presenting this paper is to awaken 
interest in the question of electrical power supply, as much in the 
direction of the equipment of the necessary power stations as in 
the possibilities which lie before their successful instalment, from 
the point of view of their ultimate requirements, and he asks the 
indulgence of the members for a brief retrospect of the history of 
electrical power supply in this country. When Parliament passed 
the Electric Lighting Acts of 1882 and 1888, it was thought by the 
general public, and, indeed, by many engineers, that the possi- 
bilities of electric power supply were limited to a radius of two, or 
at the most, 3 miles from the generating station. At that time, 
what may be called the alternatiug-current branch of the profession 
were working hard at the developuient of high pressure alternating 
currente, with & view to the transmission of single-phase currents 
over distances varying from 5 miles to 20 miles radius from the 
central station. One of the earliest, if not the earliest, experi- 
ments in this direction was in 1890, at the Grosvenor Gallery 
station in London, where, by coupling the trank cables between 
that station and Deptford in series, a line of between 13 and 14 
miles was interposed between one of tae alternators used as a gene- 
rator to drive the second alternator as a motor, the latter being used 
in its turn to drive through shafting and belts four horizontal single- 
crank engines. The loss on the line was about 40 per cent., 2,500 
volts being the initial pressure, but the motor ran perfectly in syn- 
chronism, and it was proved beyond a doubt that power could be 
transmitted over this length of line. The members of the Institu- 
tion are sufficiently well aware of the subsequent discoveries of 
polyphase alternating currents, and the possibilities which were 
opened up by these improvements on single- phase generators. 
Owing to the difficulties which Parliament had placed in the path 
of the investor who wished to construct works to supply, under 
statutory regulations, electrical power over considerable areas in 
this country, 16 was not until the year 1900 that any power supply 
undertakings were authorised; aud on: had to look abroad for 
examples of high-pressure long-distance transmission of electrical 
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power, with the solitary exception of the Deptford undertaking, 
the pioneer of all the extra high pressure power stations. But it is 
now possible to say that several power stations have been estab- 
lished on a large scale, and this brings the subject of the paper 
into closer prominence, for one of the works referred to is that 
established and in operation at Wallsend ; and it may, perbaps, be 
more correctly termed a “ power station" than the others at work 
in London, the Midlands, and Lancashire, in that it is largely used 
for power supply to the engineering works on the north side of the 
ne. 

In the areas on the north-east coast over which statutory rights 
have been granted to supply electrical power, and the areas for 
which powers are being sovght in this session of Parliament, 
practically the whole of the coalfields of Northumberland 
and Durbam are contained, and the extensive iron ore 
district known as the Clevcland District of Yorkshire is included. 
The companies which have obtained Electric Power Acts are the 
Cleveland and Durham County Electric Power Company (1901) the 
County of Durham Electric Power Company (1900), the Walker 
and Walleend Union Gas Company (1900), and the Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne Electric Supply Company, Limited (1901), and the Bills in 
Parliament for session 1902 are those promoted by the Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne Electric Supply Company, Limited (Extension of 
Powers), and the Northumberland Electric Power Company. 

In this area there are, apart from the works established or 
authorised under Tramway Acts and electric lighting provisional 
orders, no less than 11 authorised power stations, to be increased to 
13 if the powers sought for this session are obtained, and there are 
approximately 350 collieries, and, excluding small works requiring 
under 100 н.р., upwards of 1,000 miscellaneous works, including 
engine and boiler works, shipbuilding yards, chemical works, saw- 
mills, brickyards, quarries, iron and steel rolling mille, foundries, 
breweries, dry docks, flour mills, and many other manufactories and 
works using power of one sort or another. There are also about 100 
miles of tramways and light railways, and the North-Eastern 


Railway system with its connecting mineral railways, and, іп. 


addition, there are approximately 150,000 inhabited houses within 
the 33 authorised distribution areas. From an approximate 
estimate of the power used in several of the typical works the author 
considers that the power required to supply the above would not 
fall farshort of 400,000 н.р., and allowing a reserve of 25 per cent. in 


the plant, machinery to the extent of 500,000 н.р. would be required. 


In taking into account the probable conversion of the railway 
system for electric traction, the author is of opinion that the time 
is not far distant when the whole of the railway systems in this and 
other countries will ke operated by electricity. A commencement 
in tbis direction is being made on the Metropolitan Railways in 
London, and powers are being sought in this session of Parliament 
to adapt electric traction on at least two authorised existing rail- 
ways, now operated by steam (one in England and the other in 
Ireland). From whatever point of view the question is looked at, 
it is not difficult to show that elcctrically-operated railways will 
eventually give greater satisfaction to the usersof the line, and to 
the stockholders whose capital is invested therein, than the present 
arrangements. Smaller trains and a more frequent service 
wil be the result, with an equivalent increase in the train 
mileage and paesengers carried. No better example of this 
can be given than the successful running of the tube railways 
in London. It does not, of course, follow that the division 
of the above 500,000 нр. by 11 or 13 stations is an 
indication of the size of each power station, as undoubtedly the 
bulk of the power will be required along the banks of the three 
rivers mentioned ; and as there are already in the district some 18 
stations (13 for lighting and power, three for lighting, power, and 
traction, and two for traction only) equipped and in operation with 
a total of about 33,000 m P., and with room for expansion beyond 
the amount, it is not unreasonable to suppose that at least 
350,000 н.р. would be required in the power stations, which allows 
an average of, roughly, 30,000 н.р. per station. In the author's 
opinion tbis is properly divisible into two small sets of 3,000 n.r. 
each and four sets of 6,000 H.P. each. There will always be a con- 
siderable amount of power required on Sundays, holidays, &c., such 
as pumping, hauling, and similar work in collieries, repair works in 
engine works, shipyards, dock pumping, and traction, &c., which 
should readily require 3,0С0 н.р. in each district; and it would be 
advisable in equipping the stations to arrange that intercommunica- 
tion is made between each on the trunk mains, in order that sepa- 
rate stations may be stopped down when required on Sundays, 
holidays, &c., and in this manner the economy in generation will be 
preserved. 

The type of equipment required for thcse power stations is a 
matter upon which little can be eaid here, but one ventures to 
express the opinion that at no distant date the steam turbine will 
be a strong competitor for first place in the equipment, especially in 
view of the very marked economy at full load and overload which 
was demonstrated in the recent experiments at Elberfeld. It 
remains for the advocates of this particular form of steam generator 
to press forward its claims against the reciprocating engine 
equipped with poppet or Corliss valve gear. "The question of steam 
generation should also receive careful consideration, and one cannot 
overlook the enormous amount of heating power which can be 
derived by combining the waste blast furnace and coke oven gases 
with efficient water-tube boilers. The combination of blast-furnace 
gas and the boilers in a generating station of 30,000 н.р. should be 
able to allow an economy of production which is hard to beat with 
coal-fired boilers. The use of gas enginesof large power is strongly 
advocated by many, but beyond powers of 1,000 нр. or 1,500 нр, 
the gas engine maker has not yet shown that it would be possible to 
equip an electrical power station with units of 4,000 км. to 5,000 Kw. 
The system of distribution along the trunk mains should undoubtedly 


be by three-phase alternating currents. It is difficult to agree with 
the arguments which have been advanced in favour of two-phase 
supply. For example, the increase in the copper required for the 
latter system for the trunk mains would be a very considerable 
item in the capital expenditure for each undertaking. When a 
single-phase alternating system is in use, and it is considered 
necessary to convert the system to polyphase, it шау be advan- 
tageous for the time being only to duplicate the mains, but as the 
business expands the result can only be in one direction—viz., to 
burden the undertaking with additional capital upon which interest 
bas to be earned, and consequently higher prices charged to the 
consumer—for there can be no economy in the generation charges 
in a two-phase system over a three-phase generating station. Those 
responsible for undertakings similar to that established at Wallsend, 
where single-phase alternating currents are being displaced in favour 
of three-phase, are to be congratulated on having taken the right 
step in abandoning any idea of two-phase generation in favour of 
three-phase. 

The relationship of periodicity to the phase question is of con- 
siderable importance, and upon this point there appears to be a 
divergence of opinion and practice. Primarily the power station 
is equipped to supply power only, and in the course of time “ power 
supply" will be the bulk of the business carried on, but it is not 
expected that lighting will be entirely disregarded, and though 
the greater portion of this will be done by continuous currents 
transformed through rotary converters from tbe original alternating 
current, there still remains the possibility of lighting by alternatiug 
currents transformed through the ordinary transformers. The author 
is inclined to the adoption of 40 periods as a standard, unless the 
supply ie entirely for power purposes, when probably 25 periods is 
better. On this point a suggestion is made at the end of the paper 
which it is hoped will bear fruit, and will settle the standard 
periodicity for the district. 


( To be continued.) 


THE RICKS ACCUMULATOR. 


A LEAD accumulator devised by A. Ricks, of Berlin, appears to be 
a considerable advance on what has previously been achieved, 
especially as regards lightness and durability. Some tests with 
this battery are described in the Centralblatt fiir Accumulatoren- 
elementen und Accumobilenkunde, Vol. iii., p. 29, and previous articles 
have appeared in the same journal, Vol. i, pp. 404 and 405, and 
Vol. ii., рр. 11 and 12; the German patents relating to this battery 
are Nos. 116,413, 116,469, and 116,470. 

The active material is cemented on both sides of a plate -of 
celluloid, vulcanite or cther suitable non-conducting material. The 
material is so firmly attached to this carrying plate that it will 
stand considerable shocks without being loosened. The material 
was found to adhere well, even after the battery had been in use for 
а year; and the usual reduction of the quantity of active material 
and consequent reduction of capacity, which takes place in most 
accumulators, was in this case avoided. A further advantage of the 


Fia. 1. 


Ricks construction is that the active material can be made of any 
required thickness; plates have becn made with coatings varying 
from 1 mm. to 30 mm. in thickness. Very thin coatings permit of 
more rapid charge and discharge but have a small we'ght capacity ; 
thick coatings if perforated with a large number of holes have a 
much greater weight capacity. The method of attaching the coat- 
ing to the non-conducting plate enables it to be perforated with- 
out reducing its durability. 

The conductor which takes the current from the active material 
is a piece of thin sheet-lead which is wrapped round the external 
surface of the active coatings. One continuous piece of sheet-lead 
bent into the proper form serves fur the positive plate of one cell 
and the negative plate of the next, so that no soldering or other 
artificial connection is required. The active material is contained 
between the non-conducting carrying plate, and the enveloping 
lead-conducting plate. ‘he inventor alleges that his accumulator 
occupies only about half the space of an ordinary accumulator of the 
same capacity. 

The following are the data of experiments that have been made 
with the Ricks accumulator :— 
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1. In the first experiment a battery consisting of three cells was 
employed. Each cell had only one positive plate and one negative 
plate; the electrodes were about 4 to 44 mm. thick, with a height of 
A95 mm.,and a breadth of 160 mm., the celluloid carrying plate 
being j mm. thick. The positive electrode was wrapped in a 


1 2 8 4 6 7 8 9 0 HW 


perforated lead plate of 3 mm. thick, while the lead plate on the 
negative electrode was perforated with 42 rectangular openings 
each 15 mm. by 25 mm. The dimensions of a cell were 170 x 50 
x 14 mm. The following are the weights of the constituent 
parts :— 


Celluloid containing vessel ... 0:140 kg. 
Two celluloid carrying plates 0050 ,, 
Spongy lead ... iss m 0380 „ 
Peroxide of lead 925 0:380 „ 
Lead conducting plates M 0350 ,, 
Sulphuric acid 20* Beaumé ... 0:500 „ 
Vulcanite springs for insulation 0:030 „ 
Total 1 830 kg. 


On the second discharge, after the plates had been formed, the 
results shown by the curves, fig. 1, were obtained. The discharge 
was made with a current of 5 amperes. There were two breaks in 
the course of the experiment, the first lasting 33 hours, and the 
second 1 hour. The total amount of energy obtained from the cell 
was 30 ampere-hours at an average pressure of 19 volta. 

2. Experiments were then made with cells containing compara- 
tively very thick electrodes. The dimensions of one plate were 
160 x 190 x 30 mm., the other plate being only 22 mm. thick. Tbe 
following are the weights of the constituent parts in a cell with 
only two electrodes. 


Negative electro-decoating ... E .. 1:800 kg. 

" » lead plate and celluloid 
carrying plate six bs . . 0:550 „ 

Positive electrode coating and carrying 
plate ma ak 55 D .. 1800 „ 
Positive electrode lead plate 0550 „ 
Celluloid containing vessel... ч . . 0°200 „ 
Vulcanite springs  ... ET 2 .. 0050 „ 
Acid ies ud 9928 un ix. 22007 4i 
7:150 kg. 


The discharge is represented by the curyes in fig. 2. On the first 
day a current of 7:5 amperes was taken off, and on the following 
6 amperes. Altogether 130°65 ampere-hours were obtained, the 
average pressure being 1'8 volts. 

3. A battery of two cells each with three plates was tested. In 
each cell was a positive plate 16 mm. thick, and two negative plates 
each 8 mm. thick. The total weight, including the acid, was 6 kg. 
The dimensions of the cell were 170 x 250 x 55 mm. The discharge 
was made with 12 amperes on two successive days; 140 ampere- 
hours at an average pressure of 1:85 volts were obtained. This 
amounts to 43:2 watt-hours per kg. of the total weight, inclusive of 
acid. The density of the acid at the end of the discharge was 18 
Beaumé. The temperature of the room in which the discharge took 
place was 12° —14" C. 

4. Finally, a battery of two cells each with five plates was tested. 

The following are the weights of the constituent parts :— 


One celluloid box (170 x 250 x 80 mm)... 07200 kg. 
Five vulcanite-carrying plates at 50 р. ... 0250 „ 
Lead-conducting plate i Pes .. 1:500 „ 
Spongy lead ... im eis : 2:200 ,, 
Peroxide of lead 2:200 „ 
Vulcanite sprin 0150 „ 
Acid ...  .. 3300 „ 

Total 9:500 kg. 


The thickness of the plates was 2 to 7 and 3to 12 mm. The 
discharge was made with a current of 114 amperes on three suc- 
cessive days. 230 ampere-hours were obtained at an average pressure 
of 1:9 volts, corresponding to a total of 437 watt-hours, so that 46 
watt-hours were obtained from 1 kg. of the total weight. 


. The type of cell, of which the tests are given under 1, has been 
in practical use for a considerable time at different places, and has 
proved very satisfactory. | v 

Some experiments were made by cementing active material of 
other substances than lead on the carrying plate. Spongy antimony, 
for example, was tested; but neither this nor any other material 
gave such good results as lead. The capacity, the tension, and 
efficiency of thecell with such materials appears to be always con- 
siderably less than that of the lead cell. 


A NEW MERCURY-JET BREAK. 


THE interruptors of induction coils to be used for exciting X-ray 
tubes must fulfil two principal requirements: (1) They must make 
the highest possible number of breaks per unit of time, and (2) 
they must be capable of interrupting comparatively large currents 
without sparking. Leaving out of account the electrolytic breaks 
of Wehnelt and others, the only breaks which have hitherto satisfied 
the above conditions are the mercury jet breaks. The principle 
of these breaks is well known, but may be shortly indicated as 
follows :— 
Hither the mercury is projected out of a fixed nozzle against a 
rotating contact piece, or it is projected from a rotating nozzle 
against a fixed contact piece. Tesla, who patented a break of this 
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kind in 1897, appears to have been the first to publish a description 
of this invention, and his apparatus belonged to the catcgory of 
breaks with rotating contact pieces and a fixed nozzle. 

A new form of the mercury-jct break manufactured by Reimger, 
Gebert & Schall, of Erlangen, is described in the Elektrotechnische 
Zeitschrift, of February 6th, p. 107. In this apparatus both the 
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nozzle and the contact plate are fixed, and the break is effected 
by insulating arms which pass between the two. 

Fig. 1 shows the external form of the apparatus, and fig. 2 shows 
in section and plan the priucipal details. 'l'he glass containing- 
vessel is filled with mercury up to the bottom edge of the nozzle, 
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and above the mercury alcohol or petroleum is poured in to fill the 
containing vessel almost to the brim. 

The centrifugal pump, Р, is driven by an electromotor and band 
passing over guide pulleys as shown in fig. 1. This forces the 
mercury out of the nozzle, in a strong continuous jet which impinges 
against the contact plate c. The plate is connected to an external 
terminal by a bare conductor on which are strang a number of glass 
beads to prevent contact with the metallic framework of the 
apparatns. The contact plate can be raised or lowered by turning 
the nut s on the lid of the containing vessel, a spiral spring co- 
operating with the nut to effect the movement in both directions. 

This adjustment of the contact plate is made use of to regulate 
the duration of the closure of the circuit. A little explanation will 
be necessary to show how this result is attained. Let us suppose 
that the rear edge of the insulating arm bas just passed off the jet ; 
then a certain time, depending on the velocity of the jet and the 
distance of the contact plate must elapse before the jet reaches the 
contact plate and closes the circuit. This time must be subtracted 
from the time required by the following arm to reach the jet and 
re-break it. It is evident, therefore, that if the velocity of the jet 
remains constant, the duration of the closure of the circuit is 
changed by changing the distance of the contact plate. 

The mathematical statement of the above explanation of the 
operation of the jet is as follows: 

Let Sı, 82, 83!, denote the distances indicated in the upper half 
of fig. 2. 

b the breadth of a rotating arm where it cuts the jet. 

z the number of the arms. 

r the radial distance of the aperture of the nozzle from axis of 
rotation of the arms. 

п the number of turns of the break per minute. 


The total numbor of breaks por minute is— 
v = nA 


The time in seconds of closure of the circuit between two breaks 


is approximately— 


211 5 
{ = _ 2 . 82 
аа У 
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This assumes that the velocity, v, of a particle of mercury is prac- 
tically uniform between the nozzle and the contact plate. Asa 
matter of fact, it diminishes slightly on account of the action of 
gravitation, but the change is so small that it may be neglected.* 

From this we see how the time of closure is changed by altering 
the distance, 82, of the contact plate. 

If sufficient adjustment cannot be obtained by the movement of 
the contact plate the number of rotating arms can be changed. 

As is well known, a coil can be worked with a higher E. M. F. if 
the time of closure is reduced. As an example of the capabilities 
of the break, let us suppose that the applied E. M. F. is 220 v. 
Then if a break with six arms is driven at 1,500 revs. per minute, 
there will be 6 x 1,500 = 9,000 breaks per minute, which will 
suffice to prevent injury to the coil. 

The apparatus is so constructed that the petroleum or alcohol is 
not set in rotation by the rotation of the pump. This prevents the 
depression of the surface of the insulating liquid, which in breaks 
of this kiud often gives rise to explosions. 

Owing to the high speed of this break, the X-ray tube in the 
secondary circuit of the induction coil gives a soft steady light, and 
as in the case of all mechanical breaks the loss of electric encrgy is 
less than with such breaks as the Wehnelt. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY AND SUBMARINE 
CABLES. 


By E. GUARINI. 


I PROPOSE in this article to discuss Mr. Mervyn O'Gorman's idea, 
viz., that the coherer might render valuable service to submarine 
eables. The advantages of the cohcrer (it might be better to say 
mperfect contact, as there are also anti-cohcrers) in the above- 
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mentioned connection, would lie in the great sensibility of this 
little apparatus, this special eye, sensitive to an invisible light, the 
electro-magnetic waves. This sensibility is 10 !* of a watt, whereas 
in an ordinary relay it is 10 ^". 


* The formule given in the article iu the  Elektrotcchnische 


Zritschrift are incorrect, and the results obtained altogether 
erroneous, 
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The employment of such a sensitive apparatus as the imperfect 
contact would enable submarine cables to realise all or some of the 
three following advantages:—(1) An increase in the speed of trans- 
mission, which, as we know, depends on the sensitiveness of the 
receiving apparatus. (2) A diminution in the electromotive force 
required, which, according to the case in question, would increase 
the safety of the insulating material in existing cables, and would 
enable this insulating material to be reduced in new ones. (3) A 
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diminution in the section of the conductor by a reduction in the 
current required for the receiver. The simplest mode of applying 
the imperfect contact to submarine cables is that indicated in fig. 1; 
at the transmitter the cable is brought to the earth through a 
key and a battery; at the receiver a very sensitive relay is 
connected to earth through a coherer, which becomes conductive 
when a difference of potential, eay, of 2 volts, is applied to its 
terminals. 


Fra. 2. 
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One of the terminals of the coherer is at the potential of the 
earth: we will call this zero. When, on closing the key 
the other terminal of the coherer is brought to a potential of 3, 
for instance, the coherer (for the sake of brevity we will continue 
to use this term, with the reservations mentioned at the beginning 
of this article) will become conductive (since 3 > 2) and the relay 
will be influenced. 

This arrangement is merely theoretical. In reality the current 
which acts upon the coherer, is the same in intensity and electro- 
motive force as the one working the relay. Hence it is the same 
thing as suppressing the coherer. 

We must therefore adopt the arrangement shown in fig. 2; tho 
relay with a local battery is put in shunt at the terminals of the 
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coherer. It is scen that while an extremely feeble current will be 
sufficient to act upon the coherer, the relay is worked by the local 
battery. In fig. 3 we see what happens to the arrangement when 
the cable is cut by condensers. 

In order to lessen to a very great extent the effect of the earth 
currents on the coherer, the arrangement shown in fig. 4 may be used : 
the condenser, at the receiving end, is placed between the coherer and 
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the earth. In order to entirely suppress these disastrous effects 
(earth currents) we should avail ourselves of the arrangement shown 
in fig. 5, in which the connection te earth, at the receiver of fig. 3, 
is replaced by a suitable capacity. Fig. 6 shows the arrangement of the 
double stations—i.c., the ordinary arrangement—diagrammatically, 
in which Ње coherer (with а battery and a relay, or a recorder such as 
a recording siphon in shuut) takes the place of the ordinary 
receiver. In order to screen the coherer from the influence of ihe 
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electro - magnetic disturbances produced on the opening and. 
closing of the key, the coherer and its connections (fig. 4) are 
enclosed in a suitable metal sheath (see ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 


Fra. 6. 


July 12th, 1901). In the normal state the circuit of the receiver 


(fig. 7) consists of two earth connections, the coherer and its 


connections, the key, a relay or a recorder and one cell of the 
battery of the transmitter. When transmission is taking pla^e, 
the coherer on the one hand, and the relay or any apparatus substi- 
tuted for it on the other, are put out of circuit. 
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In order to obtain the raising of the pressure in the circuit of the 
coherer and to effect the sending of connected signals when a dash 
is transmitted (up to the present we assume the transmission to be 
effected by dots and dashes) we use the arrangement shown in 
fig. 8. In the normal state the fine wire circuit of the induction 
coil (provided with an interrupter for the tranemission) is in circuit 
with a coherer, a relay (or otber apparatus) and one element of a 
battery. The thick wire circuits of the two induction coils at the 
two stations are on open circuit (English patent 1,555— 1900, 
ELxCTRICAL Review, January 11th and 18th, 1901), although it is 


+H 
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а case of low frequency (in the case before us the capacity —tbat of 
the cable—is very great). The arrangement shown in fig. 9 is a 
modification cf the arrangement in fg. 8; on the ore hand the 
coherer is protected by a metal sheath, on the other the free 
terminals of the thick wire circuit of the transformers are connected 
to earth tbrough condensers. 

If we stop at the arrangements above described, we cannot hope 
to obtain very high speed of transmission unless we have recourse 
to multiple-communication. One cause of the high speed of trans- 
mission in submarine cables and landlines also is due to the use of 
short signals alternately positive and negative. With a coherer it 
would at first sight reem difficult to realise this, i.e., a selection of 
signals according to the sign of the current. But we will try to 
arrive at it in a somewhat roundabout way by using two coberers. 
This is the principle of our method:— If we have two coherers 
working fora difference of potential, x, if we bring one of the 
terminals of one coherer to the potential + о, and one of the 
terminals of the other coherer to the potential — a, if we bring the 
other terminals of the two coherers to the potentials + b and — b, 
and if we fulfil the two conditions :—(1) x < (F a) — (+ b); (2) 


x > (F а) ~ (F 0), according to the sign of the current receive“, 
one or the other of the coherers will be influenced; by a special 
arrangement of circuits and the use of a suitable apparatus, the 
nature of the current can be discerned by means of a local battery. 
The coherera then act as two selecting relays. | 

Fig. 10 relates to one of the modes of applying the above prin- 
ciple. The line wire is divided at B. (1) ie is brought to earth 
through a galvanometer; (2) It is brought to earth through a 
coherer, one terminal of which is brought to the potential — 2 by а 
battery; (3) It is brought to earth through a coherer, one terminal 
of which is brought to the potential + 2 by a battery. The two 
coherers work for a difference of potential of 3. If by а transmis- 
sion of positive current the two terminals of the coherers conuected 
with the line wire are brought to the potential + 2, the left hand 
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coherer will act, since the difference of potential between its terminals 
is 4, whereas, the right-hand coherer will not act, since the difference 
of potential between its terminals is O. The needle of the galvano- 
meter will deviate, say, to the left. On sending a negative current 
through, and observing the same conditiuns, the right-hand coherer 
will work, and the left hand will not; the needle of the galvano- — 
meter will deviate to the right. 

The above principle, and the arrangement shown in fig. 
10, can also, Le it understood, be applied to wireless tele- 
graphy. In fact, the arrangement in fig. 10 is really a wireless 
telegraphy arrangement, since the sending of the current is 
effected by induction between the plates of the condensers. 
Perhaps, therefore, it will be expedient to abandon, for the time 
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being, the Hertzian waves, and depend on tbe low frequency waves 
produced by alternating or intermittent ‘currents (ELECTRICAL 
Review, June 7th and 28th, July 12th, 1901; English patent 1,555, 
1900). 

Pas some very ingenious inventor will succeed in doing with 
one coherer what we are doing with two. Well, there will be n» 
harm in that. On the contrary, so much the better. We shall 


always welcome any fresh advance, aud we shall not say that 


wireless telegraphy is a step backward when it is an undoubted 
advance on what has been done. 


(To be concluded.) 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS TELEPHONES. 


(Continued from page 448.) 


MR. J. W. FoRsTEB, the borough accountant, who was next called, said 
the statement that he bad prepared showed that the actual income 
from 533 revenue-earning lines, at £4 11s 5d. per line, was £2,437. 
This was based on the a: tual receipts for the pericd between August 
186 and January 30th, but on subsequent experience it had risen to 
£4 12s. 2d. Не had calculated the revenue from 615 additional 
lines at the same rate as the average errning of the lines 
in actual working. Taking the comparative annual expenditure 
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on the £25,000 outlay and the £19,300 outlay, he had not allowed 
more for management, office salaries, or wager, but had increased the 
expenriture for operators by £120. Не had advanced rent, rates, 
aud taxes, &c., by £138. He had not increased the terminal fees 
because he did not think it at all necessary. He was of opinion they 
would be earning terminals instead of paying them away. The 
statement was the estimated income and expenditure on an esti- 
mated outlay; there were no actual figures. Though the ra‘es were 
payable in advance, they had, in many cases, not been paid. He 
mentioned that from eight call offices the actual receipts were about 
£30 for the rix months. 

Asked by Mr. Drury as to whether any material alteration was 
made in the wages and various items between the end of November 
and the end of January, the speaker said that there was, and it was 
in the direction of increases in manager's and assistant manager's 
galaries. 

In the course of further examination of Mr. Forster, Mr. Bennett's 
figures in the Eastbourne estimates were dealt with. The estimate 
put in by Mr. Cripps was stated by Mr. Cripps to be an estimate for 
one year's working. 

Mr. Robb: If you have the proper proportion of spare lines the 
estimated profit disappears. If you knock off 25 per cent. from 
. the 1,148 lines you only have 161 revenue-earning lines instead of 
the number you are estimating revenue from? — About that. 

If you only have 861 revenue-earnipg lines, instead of 1,148 lines, 
that would knock the bottom out of this beautiful estimate ?—Oh, 
certainly ; you would not spend the money. 

In every properly conceived telephone system, you must allow for 
expansion ?—Yes. 

If that be so, and you have only 861 revenue-producing lines, your 
estimate disappears—the profit is gone. Were you present at the 
meeting of the Council when it was decided to apply for the loan ? 
— Yes. 

The meeting of the Council was not an ordinary meeting. It was 
a meeting called to discuss an Isolation Hospital ?— Yes. 

The Council meeting was held in committee so that the rate- 
payers do not know the discussion.—The telephone matter was 
eandwiched in, and I objected. 

Mr. Cripps: The matter was not considered in public, as it was 
of a private nature. On the motion of Mr. Robb, I take the formal 
objection. Mr. Robb is not entitled to use his position here as an 
advocate to raise a question upon what was done on his own 
motion. 

Mr. Robb: I quite agree. I say the matter was rushed, and I 
wrote objection as we only received our agendas the day before. 

Mr. F. W. Stone, on behalf of an independent body of supporters, 
said he attended without any suggestion from the Town Council, of 
which he was a member. Those whom he represented came forward 
voluntarily to support the application in the strongest possible 
manner. They felt that as the license had been granted to the 
Corporation, and a loan of £10,000 also sanctioned, this further 
loan, part of which was already врео, should also be sanctioned. 
It was not part of his duty to defend the estimates; he would 
leave that to the Corporation, whose desire was to make the scheme 
a self-supporting one. He did not believe in municipal trading. 
At the commencement of the scheme he objected to it, but as it had 
been entered upon, it was the duty of the ratepayers to support 
their undertaking, and make the scheme a success. 

Mr. Warner, on behalf of Mr. Drummond, who, on general 
principles, objected to tke proposals of the Corporation, said he 
preferred to wait till the Post Oftice provided facilities, and they 
had one complete syetem instead of the nuisance of different ets 
of poles in parrow country lanes. 

Mr. Paul Bevan, F. I. C. A., practising in Leadenhall Buildings, 
E.C., auditor to the Great Eastern Railway, and of the firm of 
auditors to the borough of West Ham, and auditors to numerous 
companies, was next examined by Mr. Drury. He had looked at 
the two statements purporting to be accounts of income and expen- 
diture of the telephone undertaking, prepared by the borough 
accountant. Having heard the explanation of the borough ac- 
countant, he found the statements of accounts were merely esti- 
mates, and could not be properly described as accounte, as they 
were not on а cash basis. He would not sign such a document 
himself, without a considerable amcuat of qualification. He 
should describe it merely as an estimate, and not a statement of 
accounts. 

The Inspector: It was put befure me as partly an estimate. 

Witness said he snould expect to find insurance, depreciation, and 
similar items in a complete statement. 

Mr. Drury: I suppose you are prepared to accept Mr. Foster's 
figures of £1,550 sinking fand and interest ; it will mean correcting 
your figures by а tmall amount ?— Certainly. 

How do you arrive at the next item—management, staff, &c. ?— 
I took that from the statement prepared by Mr. Bennett in his 
report to Eastbourne on the actual working of Tunbridge Wells. 

For rent you have adopted Mr. Forster's figures, and also for 
maintenance, inspection, Corporation charges, &c. ?— Les. 

With regard to depreciation and renewals, where did you get that 
from? Is that from Mr. Bennett's figures ?—Tkat is also referred 
to by Mr. Bennett in his Eastbcurne report. 

Your figures are all taken from Mr. Bennett and the borough 
accountant, and give an actual loss of £1,413 5s. 3d., less the dif- 
ference between £1,687 103 and £1,550 ?— That is so. 

That is adopting all the figures of the other side ?—Yvsg. 

Mr. Snowdon, A.M I. E. E., gave detailed evidence regarding 
defects which he had found in the construction of the system; tLe 
poles were very light, and there was a general absence of stays. 
The work is not carried out satisfactorily in all ways. The insula- 
tors are all Mr. Bennett's, and he found them iu many placas used for 
terminals. With regard to the Exchange he found a multiple 
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switchboard, but no multiple. The wiring of the switch-room 
seemed to have been done very hurriedly, and not finished off 
properly. With regard to the overhead work he should include 
wind storms and snow storms as а contingency likely to cause con- 
siderable damage. Не should consider that three inspectors would 
be necessary considering the size of the area. 

By Mr. Cripps: Assuming he was employed to lay down a tele- 
phonic system, where probably only 300 subscribers would be 
obtained, and laid down a cable with sufficient wires for tbat 
number, and sparcs up to 1,100, he would consider that sufficient. 


- 


— 


The inquiry was resumed on Friday, the 7th inst. 

Mr. Snowdon, cross-examined by Mr. Cripps, said he came down 
on Monday, and devoted about three hours to examining the 
country part of the municipal system. He considered that he 
formed a good idea of the principal routes—whether they were sub- 
stantially constructed or not. At any rate, he saw plenty in the 
time to form an opinion. He did not count how many poles he 
found insufficiently stayed. He spoke from general observation. He 
considered general examination quite sufficient to form an opinion. 
His evidence was based on what be had secn. He continued his 
examination on Tuesday and Wednesday, and went back to town 
each day. On Wednesday he visited the switch room, but he 
noticed other defects as he went about the town. He devoted an 
hour tothe switch room. He spoke over the system and found a 
certain noise over the line, but could not вау whether it was local ог 
general. When he spoke through it was satisfactory. As regards 
the transmitter used at Tunbridge Wells, he had not examined the 
inside of it. It was Swedieh. It was not the instrument used by 
the Post Office. 

Mr. Cripps (after consultirg Mr. Bennett): Are you sure of 
that ? 

Mr. Robb: We have evidence on that point. 

Witness repeated that Mr Cripps was inaccurate in assuming 
that the instrument used at Tunbridge Wells was adopted by the 
General Post Office. Taking everything into consideration, he 
should not choose the Bennett insulator. He had no experience in 
his practice of the Bennett insulator. He should not condemn an 
installation for using a Bennett insulatcr, but as a terminal insu- 
lator he should certainly condemn the Bennettinsulator. He was 
not prepared to say whether the defects he found were the fault of 
the contractor. 

- The Inspector: Hc has not seen the whole system. 

Mr. Robb: If he had, his evidence might be still more serious as 
to the amount of defects. 

Witness faid he considered there should be a multiple switch- 
board. This was the general practice. He would bave put the 
multiple board in in the first instance to save the expense later on. 
His experience was that that would be the best course. He did not 
consider the Tunbridge Wells system a eubstantial one. Would 
not condemn the whole system, but it was not so. efficient 
as it might be. It was not only defective in construction, but in 
the principle of working. If a subscriber forgot to press the button 
it upset the whole communication. The system by which sub- 
scribers were put in communication was not equal to the Naticnal. 
He was not aware that the press the button and ring the bell" 
system was used in Glasgow by the National for their cheap 
service. The general instrument used by the National had only to 
be lifted up and replaced. The National telephone he used in 
Tunbridge Wells was entirely automatic, and that gave it a great 
advance in convenience to subscribers. 

Re-examined by Mr Drury: He did not pretend to have made an 
exhaustive detailed examination. In a general look round he saw 
quite enough to form an opinion as to defects which would affect 
the efficiency of the line in some degree. The defects he saw 
might be small in tLemselver, but their cumulative effect must be 
considered. Work done in a rush meant a lot of expense in 
keeping it in order later оп. Hurried work must affect efficiency. 


` The crossing system adopted locally was probably adopted because it 


was the cheapest. The £300 deducted from the contractor would 
not be enough to make the whole system eflicient in this respect. 
He had never teen the Bennett insulators used as terminals any- 
where except on this system. Не saw several instance; of cables 
insufficently protected. 

By Mr. Robb: He was in Tuubridve Wells three days. 

Mr. Cripps: Parts of days. 

Mr. Robb: Го you know that Mr. Bennett reported on the whole 
system of Europe after one day iu Belgium? 

Mr. Bennett: No. 

Mr. Robb: And one night. An old hand like Mr. Benret can 
form an opinion in one day of Europe that my witncss may not 
form of Tunbridge Wells iu three days. 

The Inspector: I can form my own opinion of the sufficiency of 
the examination. 

Mr. J. E. Kingsbury, M.I E. E, was examincd by Mr. Drury. He 
saw from the accounts presented that all the 1,148 lines were put in 
as revenue carning to arrive at the income. Thac was impossible. 
The lines could not be all revenue-earniny, because of the ucce-sity 
for sparcs. The minimum of non-revenue-carning lines should be 
25 per cent. in an exchange, a.d he shouid therefore ceduct 25 
per cent. from the estimated income. When an excbauge was in 
operation it could not be worked ciliciently without враг. з. Sub- 
scribers might want to be transferred to other lines, aud this coul 4 
not be done without spare lines in every cable. He cousidcred that 
switch rooms at 3s. per week was a very low estimate. He 
thought that it would be found unremunerative, and that removals 
would occur. That would be a sericus experse. He certainly con- 
sidered a depreciation fund necessary. His experience was that 
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since 1879 telephone plant had been replaced three times. That 
` would mean the whole plant piece by piece. 

By the Inspector: Any system to-day was not more than 12 years 
old in its entirety. There was continual modification. He did 
not suggest the whole thing—lock, stock and barrel, would be done 
at one time, but it would have to be replaced in 10 or 12 years’ 
time. 

By Mr. Drury: It would not be impossible for Mr. Bennett to 
re-model his switchboard as he said he could, but it would be 
unwise. А patched-up switchboard would not work well, and it 
was better to put in a new switchboard altogether, and place the 
old one in another exchange. It was a very delicate organism, and 
it needed all its parts to work togcther with great accuracy. 

Mr. Drury: The Municipal cannot do tbat. 

Witness, continuing, said the time had arrived when that should 
undoubtedly be done. He differed entirely from Mr. Bennett that 
multiple switchboards were being abandoned. The comparison 
Mr. Bennett made between Tunbridge Wells and San Francisco was 
an impossible one. The depreciation fund was unquestionably 
necessary because without replacements the system could not be 
kcpt in working order. The history of the past taught them what 
would be probable in the future. They might go on darning а 
stocking, but they must put aside money to buy а new oue in 
time. 

The Inspector: Of more fashionable design ? 

Witness: If you want an up-to-date system it involves that. 
They wauted very large profits if an exchange was to be maintained 
in efficiency. He did not agree with Mr. Bennett that telephone 
exchanges always made a profit. He could only speak of the 
Tunbridge Wells system from a general knowledge, and he hesitated 
to say to what extent depreciation should be allowed for, but he 
should say 74 per cent. should be allowed for depreciation besides 
maintenance. | Te 

The Inspector: On capital expenditure?— Yes, for depreciation 
only. | | 

The Inspector: Is that intended to include what I alluded to as 
the new fashioned stocking ?— Yes. 

Continuing, he said Mr. Bennett's allowance of 2 per cent. for 
maintenan e and inspection was also iusuflicient ; he should put it 
at 5 per cent. Depreciation and maintenance wust both be 
provided for future contingencies if the exchange was to be 
efficient. He did not agree with Mr. Bennett that as the exchange 
grew the payment by thc Corporation for termiual fees would be 
extinguished; on general priuciples he thought the payments by 
the Corporation on bebalf of their subscribers would increase rather 
than diminish. Subscribers would be called up on the National 
system where possible, because the National bad no terminal 
charges to pay like the Corporation had. On the other hand, the 
outgoing calls would be on the Corporation system because the 
Corporation paid instead of the subscribers. Therefore, the 
balance would always be against the Corporation. He also 
disagreed with Mr. Bennett as to one cell being sufficient. A 
transmitter which would only permit the use of one cell was 
entirely unsuited for trunk lin: work. A great defect was the 
switchboard and the loss of time by operators. The conduit 
system cost more in the first instance, but it was more economical 
for future working. He did not agree with Mr. Bennett that 
snowstorms were so exceptional The experience was а serious 
storm doing considerable damage every scven years— when they did 
come they really worked havoc—and slighter storms at more 
frequent intervals. A fire ata house might mean the collapse of an 
overhead system by the collapse of wires. 

By Mr. Elvy Robb: Under the head of contingencies an allowance 
ought to be made for withdrawal of way leaves and replacing poles. 
In an overhead system of 1,100 subscribers a considerable allowance 
ought to be made for contingencies. As a telephone system grows 
to the rapacity of owners in charging for wayleaves increases. 16 
was the practice for roofs to be kept in repair in exchange for 
way leaves. 

Witness said as regards terminal fees the conditions in Glasgow 
would be similar to Tunbridge Wells as regards competition. If 
Glasgow were paying the National Company five times the amount 
they received for inward calls that was a serious item they might 
expect to be repeated against the Tunbridge Wells Corporation. As 
regards spare wires, if an insufficient allowance were made, it would 
mean continually pulling up the roads. There must be a fair pro- 
portion of spare for new business and changing of linee. They could 
not tell what circuits new business would come on. He considered 


that Mr. Bennett's calculation by percentage was not reliable. It- 


was not an accurate basis to go upon in reckoning expenses. The 
proper basis would be to take the mileage of wire and the number 
of poles, ascertain the rates of maintenance, and make an estimate 
based on previous experience. 

By Mr. Cripps: He had never laid out a telephone system, nor 
had he ever bad any experience of workiug one. He did not know 
what the National Company allowed for depreciation. He simply 
gave bis own experience of what depre. iation should be. As 
regards the Corporation having to repay its loan, he knew there 
was a difference of actuarial opinion whether this was equivalent 
to depreciation, but he looked at it as a practical engineer. To put 
it in a practical way, the Local Government loan was to be repaid 
at the end of a certain period, with the idea that the property or 
concession, or whatever it may be, became the property of the 
locality at the cad of that period. Then one sbould have a siuking 
fund and depreciation as well. If it is understood that the plant 
is to be renewed by obtaining a fresh loan, one may leave out 
one or the other. 

Mr. Cripps: We have no power to continue the business after 25 
years. We are bound to hand it over. We simply repay to the 
mortgagees the loan obtained. 


Witness: Do you say they are obliged to buy your plant at the 
end of a given period, but not obliged to pay for it? 

Mr. Cripps: Oh, yes; all effective plant. 

Witness: Of which they are the judges. 

Mr. Robb: The Tramway Companies’ terms. It will be a scrap- 
iron price. 

The Inspector: The G.P.O. will not buy the system ав а revenue- 
earning concern? 

Witness: If the system is not maintained, and the Post Office 
only buy such plant as is effective, it means a serious difference. 

- Mr. Robb: Mr. Bennett's Eastbourne report is interesting on that 
point. | 

Mr. Cripps: We caunot go into that. 

Witness, continuing, said the progress of telephony in Tunbridge 
Wells was not unparalleled. The lowering of the National rate 
conveyed to his mind the idea of competition. It was an ordinary 
business proceeding. If the competition ceased, the rate would 
probably go up. They might expect the National rate to go up if 
the Corporation system were defeated, but they would not have to 
pay two subscriptions to both exchanges. He did not agree with 
Mr. Bennett that the deficiency of spares could be remedied by 
superimposing. It meant a very delicate operation, and he did 
not know of any case of such a thing being done on subscribers’ 
lines at all. He was not aware it was done at Cardiff. It might 
be done on junction lines, and that to a very small extent. 

By Mr. Drury: He knew nothing personally of the working of 
the Na‘ional Company. He studied their balance-sheets from a 
business point of view. He could not make any accurate comparison 
of the National Company's depreciation fand; because they put by a 
reserve for reconstruction. They had a reserve of one million out of 
eight. 

Mr. Cripps: Iavested in what? 

Mr. Robb: In their own undertaking. Some of the Corporation 
undertakings have their reserve in that way. I have objected to it 
strongly. 

Witness said he expected lowering rates with competition. It 
depended how long the competitors could stand it. 

By Mr. Robb: The working expenses of the National Company 
per line exceeded the revenue earned by the Tunbridge Wells lines 
by 108. per line. That was without any capital charges, bot simply 
the working expenses per line. That was the average all over the 
kingdom for the National Company. The revenue at Tunbridge 
Wells per line showed a deficiency of 10s. per line as compared 
with the National cost of maintenance. As to the increase iu the 
number of subscribers locally, he assumed that there would be a rash 
to anyone who gave 21 for 15s. Perhaps people would not believe 
they were getting £1 for 15s. He was not aware that Mr. Bennett 
had stated at Eastbourne the opposite to what Mr. Cripps said as to 
the Post Office purchasing the plant. Mr. Bennet’ put the value of 
the plant at the end of 25 years at 4 per cent. He doubted if it 


. would be worth à per cent. It would depend how much of it had 


been replaced. If the plant were not replaced it would not be 
worth 4 per cent. He considered the sinking fand was to relieve the 
ratepayers of debt, and that depreciation must be provided 
separately. 

Mr. Cripps: The business ceases ‘with the licenses. The Post- 

Mr. Robb: When Mr. Bennett contradicts that he knows better 
than the Post master-General. | 

The Inspector: I do not think Mr. Bennett would put his opinion 
against the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. Robb: But he has done во, 

Mr. Cripps read the terms of the license that the Post Office 
would buy the plant. 

Witness: The plant or the effective plant ? 

Mr. Cripps: I am summarising the terms of the license. Any dif- 
ference in opinion as to the worth of the effective plant is to be 
decided by arbitration. 

The Inspector: I hope we shall finish the inquiry to-day. 

Mr. Robb: The fact is the Corporation adopt an exceptionally 
favourable position of doing business on the security of the ratcs. 

Witoess said the ratepayers ought to have a return for their 
undertaking, if business principles were adopted. 

Mr. Drury: That is the case so far as my client is concerned. 

The Inspector then asked formally whether there were any rate- 
payers present who wished to be heard. No one coming forward, 
the Inspector remarked they appeared to be satisfied with their 
representatives. 

Counsel having replied, the hearing was concluded. Our report 
of counsels’ speeches will appear next week. 


.master- General says so. 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


XCIV.—WIGAN EXTENSION PLANT. 


SUMMARY. 


Estent of Contract.—Supply, delivery and erection of one 
425-кү. steam dynamo upon prepared foundations, and the specified 


_gteam-pipe and switchwork. 


Type of Engine.—Alternative tenders are invited for dynamos 
of tenderer's make directly coupled to Willans & Robinson or 
Brlliss engines. 

Specipicd Speed. Not to be less than 250 revolutions per minute, 
or exceed 300 revolutions per minute. 

Steam Pressure.—160 lbs. per sq. ia. 

Economical Load.— Valves to be arranged to give most economical 
load at four-fifths of the normal full load. 
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Normal Loads.—As lighting set 425 xw., permissible maximum 
emergency load 470 xw. As traction set 390 xw., permissible 
maximum emergency load 470 x w. 

Specified Variation of Speed.—Governor to be arranged that the 
speed may be varied 30 per cent. 

Fly-wheel.—A heavy fly-wheel suitable for traction purposes is to 
be provided, and to be bolted directly on to the spider of the 
armature. 

Dynamo.—To be of multipolar type, with not more than twelve 
or less than six poles. 

Temperature Rise.— Tbe armature or field magnet circuit must 
not rise more than 70° F. above surrounding atmosphere when 
carrying normal full load current continuously. 

Steam  Consumption.— When tested at engine-msker's works, 
with 160 lbe. steam, workiog condensing, not to exceed :—At full 
load, 153 lbs. per I. H. P.-bour; at three-quarter load, 16 lbs. per 
I.H.P.-hour ; at half-load, 17 lbs, per r.H.P.-hour. 

Superheat.—Tenderer to state whether engine will work satis- 
factori)y with steam superheated 120° Е. 

Condenser.—A Korting No. 34 ejector condenser to be fitted to 
steam dynamo. 

Steam Piping and Valves.—To be supplied as specified. 

Switchboard Extension Apparatus.—To be supplied as specified. 

Specified Date of Completion.—8ix months from date of order. 

Penalty for Late Delivery.—£1 per working day. 

Specified Terms of Payment.—Up to 80 per cent. of contract price 
during construction and on delivery on site, 20 per cent. three months 
after catisfactory completion. 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foreman.—None. 

Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to Workmen.—The rates cur- 
rent in the district in which the work is done are to be paid. 

Period of Maintenance.—Three months after date of completion. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Bee comments. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.— March 24th, 1902. 


This specification has been prepared by Mr. H. Collings Bishop, 
the electrical engineer to the Corporation, the plant now required 
forming an extension unit to that now in operation. 

The technical requirements are clearly stated. The engine 
is specified to be either of Messrs. Willans & Robinson or 
Messrs. Belliss & Morcom’s make, and tender forms are for- 
warded with the specification to permit of alternative offers for 
these different engines to be made. The steam consumption 
guarantees should be reached by either type of engine, and the 
question is asked whether the makers will guarantee satisfactory 
working with 120° F. superheat. 

It is interesting to note that the rated normal full load when 
working as a traction set із lower than when working as a lighting 
one, во ав to allow a higher percentage overload and yet attain only 
the same maximum emergency load output. The condenser is 
specified to be of Korting’s ejector type, and spaces are left in the 
specification for schedule prices of all steam pipe and switch work 
items to be given in detail. | 

It will be noted that two sureties are required in a sum of £500 
each, that rates of wages current ix the district in which the work 


is carried out are to be paid, and that no definition as to the extent . 


the engineer's powers in relation to objecting to foremen or work- 
men in the employ of the contractor are given. 

The arbitration clause, though to a certain extent limited, will in 
all probability be accepted by tenderers. It should be noted that 
in all points regarding quality of materials, the engineers decision 
is final, other questions are subject to independent arbitration. We 
do not suggest that in this case there need be any fear of trouble 
arising from this cause, but we have repeatedly pointed out that in 
our opinion it is far more satisfactory to all parties when the 
arbitration clause contains no limitations. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agente, 839, High Holborn, London W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


5,228. ‘Improvements in continuous current dynamos, motors and con- 
verters.“ J. ATKINSON. March 3rd. 


5,245. “Enclosed arc lamp with four carbons placed vertically and in series, 
also mechanism.” J. Gray. March 3rd. 

5,263. “А portable clectric light for sanitary engineers and others, to examine 
drains, tubes, and pipes with." J. E. Dovoury. March 8rd. 

5,200. “Improved apparatus for preparing flattened metallic coils for 
electrical magnets, solenoids and other purposes.“ R. E. B. CROMPTON. 
March 8rd. 

3,292. “Improvements in electric igniting dewices for miners’ lamps and the 
like." R. FEILENpORT. March 8rd. 

5,294. Electrio rammer for foundry and other use." 
March 3rd. 

9.296. ‘Improvements in automatic checking devices applicable to electric 
meters," R. CHatviN and R. Arnoux. March 8rd. 

0,301. “Improved lubricant for electrical purposes.” A.J. BovLT. (C. Ulbrich, 
Germany, and G. Pommerbanz, Austria.) March 3rd. 


5,308. “Improvements in submarine cables.“ F, Твьмагх, March 8га, 


D. A. Casrar. 


5,812, An improved instrument for measuring differences of temperature, 
electrical potential, electrical current, atmospheric dryness, and the like."' 
R. CHAvviy and R. Arnocx. March 8rd. 

5,890. “Improvements in swivelling contacts for cables used in trolleys or 
collectors used in connection with electrically-propelled vehicles." E. M. 
Monro, R. BRECKNELL and Н. I. Rogers. March 4th. 

5,3233. Improved apparatus for automatically reversing trolley or other 
ourrent-conduoting poles in overhead and underground electrio trumways and 
railways.” F. E. WAnD. March 4th. 

5,841. Improved electricity mains.“ F.J.CoorER. March 4th. 

5,366. “Improvements relating to electric accumulators.” J. E.G. MERAN. 
March 4th. (Complete.) 


5,874. “Improvements in dynamos, motors and the like." The Hon. C. A. 
Parsoxs. March 4th. 


5,875. "Improvements in and relating to the winding of the field magnets of 
F machines and other apparatus." F.L.MvinHEAD and J. Park. 
ure th. 


5,425. An improved trolley pole harp for use in electric overhead traction 
systems.“ J. H. WALKER. March 4th. 


5, 466. Improvements in trolley-heads for electric tramcars."' 
BUCHER. March 5th. (Complete.) 


5,505. Improved system of electric lighting for trains or trams, applicable 
also to other purposes." Н. LEITNER and R. N. Lucas. Dated March Bth. 


5,512. “Improvements in electric cables.“ G. G. M. HARDINGHAM. (Felten 
and Guilleaume Carlswerk A. G. Germany). March 5th. 


5,530. “Improvements in apparatus for measuring and indicatiog an elec- 
tricity supply." C. Н. Merz. March 5th. (Complete.) 


5,535. “Improvements in electricity meters.“ K. ANDERSON. March 6th. 


5,538. “Improvements in apparatus for the electro-deposition of metals." 
Тнв CaALico Printers’ ASSOCIATION, LTD., and W CorswonrH. March 6th. 


5,560. “Improvements in and connected with electric tramcars.’’ B. NonTH. 
March 6th. 


5,603. ‘‘Improvements in or connected with electric cables or conductors 
and casings therefor.“ G. E. HEIL- DIA. March 6th. 


5,610. An improved form of high frequency apparatus, commonly called a 
D'Arsonval coil.“ A. С. Cosson and W. M. HILIIAn. March 6th. 


5,618. "Improvements in or connected with wireless telegraphy.” J. CER 
VERA. March 7th. (Complete.) 


5,647. Improvement to safety clutches used on hoists, davits, a-c lamps or 
any haulage gear." A. E. CARTER. March 7th. 


5,658. “Improvements in guard wires used in connection with electric 
trolley wires.” F. Smita. March 7th. à 


5,654. Electric trolley wire finder." T. Corser. Mar.b 7th. 


5,669. Improvements in electrical fuse boxes." L. M. WATERSOUSE and 
THE BIMPLEX STEEL CoxpviT Company, LimitEv. March 7th. (Complete.) 


5,668. n in or appli able to pendants for incandescent electric 
lamps." W. R. LaipLAw and G. Н. бспогев. March 7th. 


5,702. Improved brake and specd controller for electrically-operated cars.” 
J. A. 1HUMLING. ' March Tih. 


5,711. *'*'Improvements in driving devices for electrical purpcrzes." J. F. 
Jacos. March 7th. (Complete.) 


; 8 * Improvements relating to electrolytic cells." P. A. Gurk. March 


W. WILLEN- 


5.718. A method of and apparatus for the formation and subsequent re- 
generation of mercury cathodes under unvarying conditions." P. LA Coun and 
J. J. Rixx. March 7th. (Complete.) 


5,748. An improvement in or in connection with the trolleys of clectric 
tramways.” W. E. LaxLAND and C. W. Dawson. March &th. 


5,759. Improvements in apparatus for electric tramcars and other cars for 
cleaning the rail metals, removing obstructions, preventing oscillation with 
полоша оа guard, and auxiliary brake to modify accidents. R. J. PLUNKETT. 

arch 8th. 


5,779. In proved construction of controller for electric lifts, tramcars and 
other moving bodies." К. F. Carey and J. RichmMonp & Co., Limirep. March 
8th. 

5,786. ‘* Improvements in reverse electric current relays." British THOMSON- 
Houston Company, LIMITED. (E. M. Hewlett, United States.) March 8th. 

5,797. “Improvements in ap tus for wireless telegraphy.” Marconis 
WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Company, LIMITED, and А. Свлу. March 8th. 

5,802. An improved electrical safety fuse appliance." БгЕмкхв Brox. AND 
Co., LIMITED. (Siemens & Halske A. G., Germany) March 8th.  (Complete.) 

5,804. Improvements in wireless electric selecting systems.“ L. Н. 
WALTER. March tth. ° 


5,818. ‘Improvements in liquid resistances or switches for electrical pur- 
poses.” J. H. Мооглиѕскокт. March 8th. 

5,818. “Ап improved arrangement for the prevention of pulsations and 
sudden alterations in periodicity in alternating current generating plants." 
W.E. Evans, (Allgemeine Elektricitats Gesellschaft, Germany). March 8th. 
(Complete.) 


5,819. “ Improvements in elec:ric and other power hoists and oranes.” J. 
Hout, C. Hout, and J. W. PowELL. March 8th. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 


and Co., 899, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d , 
(in stamps). 


3,646. ‘improvements in and relating to the insulation of olectric coa- 
ducters." N. Frank. Dated February 22nd, 1900. Conductors are insulated 
with waste tilk fibre in а spun or other condition. The silk fibre is separated 
from a mixture of silk and vegctable fibres by a carbonising process in 
which the vegetable fibre is destroyed by hydrochloric acid, and is afterwards 
removed. 2 claims. 


3,661. “improvements im electric ignition for internal combustion meters.” 
W. J. Crossley and J. Atkinson. Dated February rd, 1900. The sparking 
terminals in a chamber communicating with the cylinder are suddenly separate 
to produce a spark by exciting an electro-magnet, which, by attracting a weight, 
causes it to impinge against a washer on the stem. The weight may be attacbed 
to the rod, and may be attracted by a core to the electro-magnet. Two igniters 
may be fixed ќо а cylinder, and either of their ports may be closed by a screw- 
down valve. D claims. 


3.688. ''Aa improved device for finding the eleetrio poles.” F. de Mare. 
Dated February 23rd, 1900. Indicating direction of currents by change of 
colour of aliquid at electrodes. A tube of ebonite or other insulating material, 
has a longitudinal partition extending nearly to ite ende, and near one end bas 
lateral extensions and inspection openings clored with glass. The ends and 
lateral extensions are closed by plugs, two of which carry electrodes. The tube 
is partly filled with the liquid, and may be used with either end downward, to 
obtain different lengths of liquid resistance between the electrodes. 4 claims. 


3.600. ''improvements in switehes or cut-outs for overhead electric wires.” 
A. Ellis and W. Y. Smith. Dated February 239rd, 1900. Relates to means for 
connecting overhead conductors to earth in case of fracture. 8 claims. 
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on this point we quite agree with him. 


lines are considered, it will be impossible. 


1902. No. 1,270. 


CONVERSION OF OUR RAILWAYS. 
THis problem is one which is at present occupying the 
mind, not only of the engineer, but also of the man in the 
street. The crowded meetings at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, and the large number of persons who have taken 
part in the discussion on Messrs, Mordey and Jenkin’s paper, 
show the great interest which the subject awakens. 

. We have already dealt with Messrs, Mordey and Jenkin’s 
paper in our issue of February 28th, and the importance of 
the subject warrants our treating Mr. James Swinburne’s 
paper on “ The Electric Problem of Railways,” read before 
the Manchester Section of the I. E. E., in the same manner. 

Generally speaking, the paper contains nothing new, nor 
is any description given of work or experiments carried out, or 
of results obtained, and, as far as any practical information 
is concerned, none is given. It must, however, be granted that 
Mr. Swinburne’s suggestions and conclusions are much more 
rational than those advanced by Messrs. Mordey and Jenkin 
in their paper before the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Mr. Swinburne is anxious “ that we should not merely 
drift into a practice which may not be the best,” and 
But we do 
not think that any engineer who has had any real 
experience, or is acquainted with what is going on in Europe 
and America, would think of extending the tramway system 
to meet the case of a long main line railway or crowded 
suburban line. | 

In no case has what may be called tramway practice been 
adopted in operating metropolitau railways either in Europe 
or America. Trains with larger motors and some sort of 
multiple unit control or hauled by locomotives have been 
used, and no overhead wires have been employed. Heavy 
trains, and rapid accelerations, exceeding in some cases 18 in. 
per second per second, have been employed, and, if anything, 
the practice of existing steam railways has been followed, and 
not of tramways, as Mr. Swinburne seems to fear. All the large 
electrical manufacturers have adopted some type of multiple 
unit control, all of which have, in practice, given more or 
less satisfactory results, As regards the central station part 
of the problem, it is very similar to tramway practice, 
except that, unless the number of trains is very large, the 
variation of load is much greater in the case of a railway 
operating heavy trains, instead of a larger number of inde- 
pendent motor cars. 

As regards the suggestion of running single motor cars, 
it will at once be seen that if suburban and metropolitan 
In this case, 
between certain hours of the day, the passengers have 
mostly to be carried to and from business, and with trains 
following on the shortest headway which safety permits, it 
is all that a railway can do to carry the passengers who are 
seeking transportation, even when using the longest train 
which the platforms of the stations permit. 


We cannot agree with Mr. Swinburne's contention that 
D 
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the suburban and main lines cannot be considered separately ; 
this was the chief reason advanced by Major Cardew at 
the Arbitration, for advocating the use of what was called 


the Ganz system in the case of the Inner Circle. The 


question of operating our long-distance lines electrically 
is as yet too far off to demand minute consideration, much 
less to impose the system to be adopted in the electrification 
of our metropolitan and suburban lines. 

The fascination of the equipment of long-distance lines 
electrically seems to have been too great for Mr. Swinburne, 
and, following in Mr. Langdon's footsteps, he has considered 
long-distance lines as well as metropolitan lines. 

Mr. Swinburne gives a series of elementary calculations, all 
of which are in the C.G.S. system, which for mathe- 
matical reasons may be all right, but which is strange 


and unfamiliar to the engineer engaged in railway work, 


It is true that the equivalents in English units are always 
given, but that is of little use when the acceleration is 
given as “1-1 yards per second per second," instead of 
either in feet or inches. i: 

Mr. Swinburne then considers it necessary to go all over 
the well-worn subject of shunt versus series wound motors, 
and enumerates the various other methods, and combinations 
of continuous and alternating-current systems which have 
been adopted. "Theoretical results as to efficiency and 
power consumption are given, which, as all those who are 
ac[uainted with traction work know, аге of little real 
value. | | 

We doubt very much whether any experienced manu- 
facturer would care to build a 3,000-volt 250-н.р 
traction motor. Mr. Swinburne seems rather favourably 
inclined towards the constant-current system, which has 
been tried and abandoned, and which we do not think 
would ever be recommended by any engineer having a 
large practical experience of traction. The author seems 
very much afraid that somebcdy is anxious to convert 
“our railways into electric street tramways,” but we are 
left in the dark as to what are his reasons for this fear, 
and without some explanation we must confess that we 
are at a loss to understand it. 

The chief problem before the country to-day is one which 
demands to be taken in hand at once by all our large railway 
companies, and one which we have always pressed—the elec- 
trification of the suburban lines in our large cities, This 
must be done if the railways wish to retain, if not increase, 
their suburban traffic, as we pointed out in an article on 
“ Tramway Competition” in our issue of March 7th. 

While impressing on the railway companies, especially 
those in London, the absolute necessity of at once tackling 
the problem of equipping their suburban lines electrically 
and boldly attacking the problem as & whole, not piece- 
meal and experimentally as was done in the ridiculous waste 
of money on the Earl's Court and Kensington experiments, 
we must at the same time add а word of warning. Nome- 


how or other, as is often the case, the daily press and the . 


man in the street have got hold of the idea that some of 
our railways are contemplating the transformation of their 
lines—an idea which has been unfortunately 
encouraged by the President of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers in many of his addresses, and which we have 
This belief is a very 
dangerous one, as it leads to the idea that in the electrifica- 


main 


already criticised in our columns. 


tion of our suburban lines the chief point to be considered 
is to make the system there adopted fit in with that which 
might eventually be used on our main lines. This will not 
only lead to the retardation of the equipment of our sub- 
urban lines, bat might also cause the wrong system to be 
employed. | : 

It has never yet been absolutely shown that electric trac- 
tion is cheaper than steam traction as far as long-distance 
lines are concerned, except possibly in countries where free 
water-power is available in sufficient quantities. 

We do not wish to be thought opposed to the adoption of 
electric traction on main line railways, but we wish to 
guard against possible financial disaster, which would put 
back electric traction for years, as would be the case if 
the public rushed in and financially backed some long- 
distance high-speed electric railway, which might bring in 
money to the promoters, but would certainly ruin the 
shareholders. Whilst urging that immediate steps be taken 
to electrically equip the suburban lines in our large cities, 
we must warn our readers, and especially the general public, 
against the plausible arguments advanced by unprincipled 
promoters, 


The Finchley IN the case of the Finchley Electric 
Case. Lighting Company v. the Finchley Urban 
District Council, a report of which will be found in another 
column of the present issue, a very important point in 
relation to overhead wires was discussed. The case has been 
dealt with in its early stages in the Review, but it.may be 
convenient at this place to call attention once more to the 
salient features. The Finchley Urban District Council are 
possessors of a provisional order for the supply of electric 
light in their district. Although they obtained this order in 
1899, it has never yet been put into force. The. plaintiffs 
are a private company who saw an opportunity of supplying 
the inhabitants of Finchley with electric light upon reason- 
able terms. With this object they established a small 
generating station and a system of mains. In order to 
extend their system, it was found necessary to lay mains 
across highways in the district, and with a view to laying 
such mains they applied from time to time to the defendant 
Council for leave to turn up the streets. This leave being 
refused, the company were driven to making use of overhead 
wires. By arrangement with landed owners on either side 
of the Regent’s Park Road, they erected posts from which it 
was possible to suspend a wire supporting a cable at a height 
of 34 ft. above the surface of the street, and out of the way 


of the traffic. Realising that if the company's system could be 


extended throughout the district by such means, their prospec- 
tive consumers might be enticed away, the Council immediately 
instructed their surveyor to interfere. He at once ordered 
the main in question to be, removed, and his direction having 
been ‘carried out, the company commenced the present action 
and applied to the vacation judge last October for an interim 
injunction to restrain the commission of further acts of a 
similar kind. The Lord Chief Justice granted the injunction, 
which remained good until the hearing before Mr. Justice 
Farwell. The case then set up on the part of the Council was 
shortly this :——'* We are owners in fee simple of the soil 
of the highway ; we are therefore entitled to remove any- 
thing erected over that highway, as it constitutes a trespass 
upon our property." The proof of this case involved the 
consideration of statutes dating back to the early part of 
last century—but the title was proved and the learned 
judge was compelled to refuse the plaintiffs the relief which 
they sought. In the end he dismissed the action, but wi/h- 
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out costs. The facts of this case throw a lurid light upon the 


tactics of municipal traders. When the highway in 
question became vested in the Urban District Council of 
Finchley as highway authority, it was never contemplated 
that they would do more than protect the interests of the 
public who use the road. A cable securely fastened at a 
height of 34 ft. above the metal, could never interfere with 
the passing traffic ; it is all too plain that the object of the 
Council in standing upon their strict rights was to 
nip the growth of arival in the bud. We presume that 
the pro bono publico argument will be forthcoming in order 
to justify this conduct; but what of the inhabitants of 
Finchley who have waited for years, and are still destined 
to wait for a proper supply of electricity ? What of the bill 
of costs which must be paid by the ratepayers? Another 
consideration forces itself into notice. The District 
Council, by their action in this matter, have laid the founda- 
tion stone of an electric lighting monopoly in their district. 
Time has yet to show whether their prices will compare 
favourably with those at which the company were prepared 
to furnish a satisfactory supply. 


Amendment of the PROF. S. Р. THompson in a letter to the 
Patent Law. Times, proposes to add a clause to the 
Patents Bill at present before Parliament, to the effect that 
the disclosure of an invention before one of the learned 
societies by a fellow or member shall not prejudice the right 
of the inventor to apply for, and obtain, protection and & 
valid patent for the same, provided such application be made 
within two years. As an example of the injustice of the 


present arrangement, he quotes the invention of the 


microphone by Prof. Hughes, who lost all benefit from his 
invention, because he described it to the Royal Society 
before Le applied for a patent. Prof. Thompson does not 
give any reason why the fellow of a learned society could 
not apply for a patent before he reads his paper, but, 
as a matter of fact, Hughes never intended to patent 
the microphone (ree our “Notes” columns). Provisional 
protection does not cost much, and appears to give the 
inventor all that he would get by the amendment proposed. 
That every learned society should be a sort of a junior 
patent office for the registration of inventions, would in our 
opinion be an intolerable nuisance to everybody having any- 
thing to do with inventions. It would interfere with the 
progress of invention, since few would risk patenting 
improvements with a fear of a possible master patent, coming 
into existence, which would certainly reduce, and perhaps 
destroy completely, the value of their patent rights. Prof. 
Thompson cites the practice of the United States in favour 
of his proposal, but in the United States there is no 
provisional protection such as we have here. . The new Patents 
Bill proposes to reduce the period of provisional protection 
from nine months to six months. Prof. Thompson proposes 
practically to increase it to two years—at least for the 
. fellows of learned societies. The unfortunate outsider is only 
to be allowed the six months proposed by the Bill, in which 
to decide whether his invention is worth patenting or not. 

Deputations from the Council of the Chartered Institute 
of Patent Agents and from the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce waited last week upon the President of the Board 
of Trade, to lay before him their views on the question of 
the compulsory working of patents. The Patent Agents’ 
deputation strongly opposed the introduction of a 
compulsory working clause in the new Bill. Mr. Philip 
McJustice, the president of the Chartered Institute of Patent 
Agents, argued that manufacture for the mere purpose of 
complying with the requirements of a working clause had no 
practical effect in promoting native industry, but it had a 
great effect in discouraging inventors from taking out 
patents, and subsequently in destroying their patent rights 
when acquired. We are inclined to agree with the Patent 
Agents on this point. If the law provides effective machinery 
for granting compulsory licences, that ought to be sufficient 
to frustrate any attempt by foreigners to put our manu- 
facturers at a disadvantage by refusing to work patents 
granted to them in this country. 


powers as to a standard of light. 


THE NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY. 


THE National Physical Laboratory, which has been located 
in Bushy House, Teddington, was on Wednesday last week 
formally opened by the Prince of Wales in the presence of a 
distinguished company. The germ of the idea which has now 
at last been, to some extent, realised, is due to Dr. Lodge. 
Sir Douglas Galton took an active part in promoting the 
scheme. He investigated the working of the corresponding 
German Institution, the Reichsanstalt, at Charlottenburg, 
and was chairman of a British Association Committee which 
reported strongly in favour of the establishment of a National 
Physical Laboratory in 1896. The Treasury was at length 
persuaded to take up the scheme, and appointed a committee, 
with Lord Rayleigh as chairman, to investigate and report. 
This committee examined witnesses representing the scien- 
tific side, and industries depending on scientific discoveries. 
They also visited the German institution; and finally 
reported strongly in favour of the establishment of а corre- 
sponding institution in this country. 

Though we have had, up to the present, no Government 
Department corresponding completely to the German 
Reichsanstalt, we have had in existence for some time two 
departments which have carried out part of its functions. 
The Standards Department was attached to the Board of 
Trade in 1878, with the duty of making standards of length, 
weight and capacity, and in 1889 it was further empowered 
to make such new standards for the measurement of elec- 
tricity, temperature and gravities as appeared to be of use 
for trade. This department possesses, under the Gas Acts, 
The Incorporated Kew 
Observatory, the other department, that has for many years 
been doing useful scientific work, is administered by a com- 
mittee of the Royal Society. It standardises between 30 
and 40 different kinds of instruments, such as thermo- 
meters, barom бега, watches, photographic lenses; it also 
carries out routine observations—magnetic, meteorological, 
&c.—and does a certain amount of experimental work in 
connection with these observations. 

The Kew Observatory and its work is now to be absorbed 
into the National Physical Laboratory, which, however, will 
carry out original research on a much more extensive scale 
than has hitherto been done at Kew. 

Though we have now made a good start, we still area 
long way behind our rivals, The original idea of 
the German Reichsanstalt emanated from Helmholtz and 
Dr. Werner Siemens, who presented the site of 
11 acres and £12,000 in aid of the building; the 
German Government undertaking the constrnction of the 
building and its endowment. The total capital expenditure 
on the Reichsanstalt has been £201,625, and the annual 
expenditure is over £16,000. "The Dill for the establishment 
of a National Laboratory in America, which lately passed 
through Congress, authorised an expenditure of £60,000 and 
a yearly grant of £9,000. Тһе sum which has been 
expended by our Government amounts to about £19,000, 
and the annual grant is £4,000. Our expenditure is 
evidently ridiculously small when compared with that of our 
two great commercial rivals. Considerable financial aid, 
however, is expected from private sources, and already some 
handsome contributions have been made. The Institution 
of Naval Architects hus undertaken to defray the cost of à 
tank after the design of the late Mr. Froude, for testing the 
stability of ships; and the Prince of Wales was able to 
announce before the end of the opening ceremony that Sir 
William Armstrong, Whitworth & Co. had promised to 
subscribe £1,000, an excellent example which he hoped 
would be followed. 

The largest room in the National Physical Laboratory is 
the engineering laboratory, which is a new building 
specially erected for the purpose at some distance from 
Bushy House. It contains а few machine tools, 
but appears to be as yet very poorly furnished with 
the necessary apparatus. The physical laboratories are 
mostly in the basement of Bushy House. The electrical 
laboratory contains a very fair equipment of the principal 
measuring instruments at present in favour. Amongst 
others we observed Ewing's permeability bridge, Thomson's 
bridge for low resistances, Kelvin's ampere balance, Cardew’s 


500 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. No. 1,270, МАвон 28, 1902. 


voltmeter, a potentiometer, and a Kelvin electrometer. The 
metrology laboratory contains a very fine dividing engine, 
presented by Sir Andrew Noble. In this instrument the 
gravet is mounted on the frame, and the plate to be 
graduated is fixed on а saddle traversed by the leading screw. 
The different lengths of lines at the end of five and ten 
graduations are drawn automatically by means of mechanism 
which controls the movements of the graver. A fine micro- 
photographic apparatus for photographing, for example, 
magnified sections of steel, was on view. The light from an 
arc lamp is concentrated on a very small area of the surface 
of the steel, which is then magnified and projected on 
the focal plane of the camera. А small but well fitted 
chemical laboratory also forms part of the establishment. 

Evidently a good beginning has been made, and if the 
necessary funds are forthcoming as the needs of the 
institution increase, we may yet have a National 
Laboratory able to bear comparison with those of Germany 
and the United States. 


NELSON ELECTRICITY WORKS 
EXTENSIONS. 


THE Corporation of Nelson has been an electricity supply 
undertaker from the year 1892, when operations were com- 
menced with a small station erected at the gasworks. Last 
year, however, having obtained two light railway orders and 
powers to convert the tramways between Nelson and 
Burnley from steam to electric working, the Corporation 
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NELSON: 


decided to completely reorganise tle system of supply. It 
was resolved to build an entirely cw station on land adjoin- 
ing the refuse destructor, and to «large over from the two- 
Wire system at 110 volts to the tlice-wire at 2 x 230 volts. 
By this means the steam from ile destructor, which is of 
Meldrum's “ Simplex“ pattern, could be utilised for the 


AT 


traction day load, and the generating plant would be avail- 
able for both traction and lighting. 

Mr. W. A. Fraser, who, our readers will remember, spent 
a year at the front with the Middlesex Imperial Yeomanry 
during his tenure of the office of borough electrical engineer 
at Lancaster, was appointed electrical engineer to the Nelson 
Corporation in May last, and in conjunction with the borough 
surveyor, Mr. B. Ball, designed the buildings. These con- 
sist of a spacious engine room, 88 ft. x 33 ft., capable «f 
accommodating віх 200-Kw. steam dynamos, and a boiler 
house, 63 ft. x 63 f&, providing for five Lancashire boilers, 
each 30 ft. x 8 ft. diameter, as well as battery, pump, and 
mess rooms, repairing shop, and offices for the engineer and 
staff. The latter are on a level with the switchboard gallery. 
The guiding principle followed by the engineers in the 
design of the buildings was to provide plenty of space round 
the machinery, so that all parts could easily be got at—an 
important provision, and one of which the value is often 
insufficiently appreciated, especially when an architect is 
employed to design the buildings. 

The buildings were commenced in the middle of July last 
year, and were finished by the end of February last, a 
performance which, it is reasonably claimed, constitutes a 
record. The opening ceremony took place on 12th inst., as 
briefly noted in our columna, when Councillor W. Reed, the 
chairman of the Electricity Committee, formally started the 
machinery. Councillors ITorsfall, of Brierfield, and Dyson, 
and the Mayor of Neleon, also tock part in the proceedings, 
and Councillor Reed stated that the scheme was to cost about 
£30,000. In the evening Mr. Reed entertained the 
numerous guests at the Town Hall. In the course of 
the proceedings it was stated ‘that Brierfield is to be 
Supplied with electricity from Nelson for some years tu 
come, 
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Tue contractors, represented by Mr. Tom Callender, 
preseuted Mr. Reed with a memento of the occasion in the 
shape of a gold watch and chain. 

The generating plant, which is shown in the above illus- 
tration, cousists of three 200-Kw. steam dynamos, runnin,: 
at 320 revolutions per minute, with a steam pressure of 
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150 lbs. per sq. in. The engines are of Messrs. Willans and 
Robinson's three-crank type, each capable of developing 
300 1.H.P., and working condensing. The dynamos are of 
Messrs. D. Bruce Peebles & Co.’s make, of the four-pole com- 
pound-wound traction type, and give out 400 amperes at 
460—480 volts, shunt-wound, 500—550 volts compound, 
without moving the brushes. · 

The boiler plant consists of two 30 ft. x 8 ft.. 
Lancashire boilers, supplied by Messrs. E. Danks & Co., of 
Oldbury; and fitted with Proctor’s mechanical stokers. A 
Green economiser of 192 tubes is provided, and feed pumps 
of Messrs. G. & J. Weir’s manufacture. Steam piping and 
condensers were supplied by Messrs. Cole, Marchent and 
Morley, of Bradford. | 
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NELSON: BOILERS. 


A balancer-booster set of four machines coupled together, 
has been supplied by Messrs. Greenwood & Batley, of Leeds. 
Each of the balancer armatures can carry 150 amperes, and 
the booster armatures each give 75 amperes at 50 volts. 

The lighting and traction switchboards were made by 
Messrs. Dorman & Smith, of Manchester, and comprise 
panels for three dynamo, three lighting feeders, three traction 
feeders, and one B. of T. panel. The gear provides for 
using any machine on either the lighting or traction load. 

The battery consists of 268 cells made by the Tudor 
Accumulator Company, Limited, and is capable of giving a 
discharge of 187 amperes for 10 hours, or 263 for 3 hours. 

. The mains were supplied by Messrs. Callender's Cable 

Company, and are laid on the solid system in wood 
troughing; the total length of cable amounts to 19 miles in 
6 miles of streets. Switch pillars at the feeding points pro- 
vide for the connections between feeders and distributors, 

In conclusion, we wish to congratulate Mr. Fraser on the 
successful inauguration of his new works, and to express our 
thanks to him for the photographs, and for the particulars 
upon which this article is based. 


THE INDUSTRIAL FREEDOM LEAGUE. 


Tuis Association has issued a preliminary manifesto explain- 
ing the raison d'élre for its formation and a comprehensive 
plan of campaign. i 

It is called into being by the facts proved to the Com- 
mittee on Municipal Trading, which by no means completed 
the important work for which it was constituted. 

The re-appointment of the Committee is imperatively 
demanded, as although it took a great deal of evidence, it 


was limited mainly to the electrical industry, and was by no 
means of an exhaustive character. | 

The question is of the widest nature, embracing the whole 
problem of municipal socialism versus private enterprise, 
involving every trade and a revolution in the industrial 
pursuits of the people. 

The Industrial Freedom League aims at defending all 
trades from the rate-aided competition of municipalities, and 
if it gain the support of the trading community generally, it 
cannot but exercise & very prompt effect upon the system 
whose rapid growth naturally causes alarm. 

Some £320,000,000 of capital, for which the ratepayers 
are responsible, has already been raised, and this constitutes a 
formidable competition with private enterprise. 

It must always be kept in view, in dealing with this 
subject, that the ultimate goal of the municipal socialist is 
the abolition of all private trading, and the absorption by a 
labour-governed State of all land, capital, and instruments 
of production and trade. 

This has been clearly laid down as the object of the move- 
ment, and the progress already made in the supply of water, 
gas, electric lighting, and tramways can have no other logical 
limit than that honestly admitted by the Socialist leaders 
as the ultimate result they desire. 

We have heard it suggested that the Industrial Freedom 
League is intended to counteract the influence of the 
Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association. 

The plan of campaign is upon obviously sound lines. 
The last item of the programme summarises the means 
proposed to be taken, viz., to rouse public opinion апа 
secure the revival of that spirit of industrial toleration to 
which the past commercial success of the nation was во 
largely due,” and it is intended to accomplish this by edu- 
cating the public thoroughly as to what is going on—in 
municipal competition with private trading—and by orga- 
nising opposition by means of the formation of local rate- 
payers’ associations. | 

These associations, to be effective, mnst absolutely ignore 


‚ all party politics, and secure the election of Town Councils 


free from the pernicious doctrines of municipal socialism, 
and prepared to carry out effective local government, without 
risking the ratepayers’ money in trading in competition 


with them. 


Such associations will stop the mischief at the source, and 
if legislative action be necessary, can exercise the same 
important influence upon Parliament as is at present exerted 
by the Association of Municipal Corporations, acting through 


the local authorities with which they are connected. 


The campaign against municipal trading has been too 
much in the hands of one section hitherto, viz., the elec- 
trical industry, and this has been caused, no doubt, by the 
pressure brought upon a special trade by the competition of 
municipalities which, while injuring the particular enter- 
prise, has entailed heavy losses upon the ratepayers. 

The Electrica] Trade Section of the London Chamber of 
Commerce has therefore been able to bring about the inquiry 
before the Parliamentary Committee, but the interests of a 
new and special trade in the hands of a comparatively small 
community is not enough to put an end to the evil, which 
really affects all industries, which must combine if. any 
effective results are to be obtained. 

It is alleged that the Industrial Freedom League has 
already made substantial progress in securing to the movement 
the support of influential railway interests, which form a very 
important section of the ratepayers throughout the country. 
In the recent Local Government Board inquiry into an 
application for a loan for municipal electric lighting at 
Hendon, the Midland Railway Company opposed аз rate- 
payers, and if all the railway companies adopted a similar 
course in the interest of their shareholders, and of that private 
enterprise of which they are such conspicuous examples, 
pernicious municipal trading would receive its quietus, 
for then local, as well as Parliamentary, influence would be 
sufficient to protect the country from the mistaken and 
ruinous action of the municipal Socialists. 

The manifesto of the Industrial Freedom League quotes 
the utterances of many public men in support of their views, 
all pleading for greater liberty, greater freedom and less 
restraint for private enterprise. Lord Salisbury would allow 
* enterprise to have its full swing, and to remove the 

E 


502 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[VoL 50. Мо. 1,270, Manox 28, 1902. 


obstacles which have still impeded it." With such views, 
what an ideal President he would make for the Industrial 
Freedom League ! 


THE DESIGN OF CONTINUOUS-CURRENT 
DYNAMOS. — 


By RANKIN KENNEDY. 


THE mistake in my previous article on this subject is 
obviously a slip of the pen. Ampere-turns, as pointed out 
by Mr. Aubrey Clayton, is the proper term to use. The 
ratio of armature winding to field winding, must, of course, 
be given in ampere-turns. However, while Mr. Clayton 
puts the matter very clearly, he still leaves an important 
point untouched. 

There is a hiatus in the process for designing dynamos 
which no one has as yet filled up. It is hinted at in Mr. 
Clayton's article, where he says : * Most designers have some 
rule or other to go by, in most cases one based on their own 
experience, which guides them to the right proportioning of 
field strength to armature strength." 


I shall quote another designer on this point, an eminent 


one too:—‘ The determination of the best diameter and 
length of armature core without reference to other designs 
or machines previously built can only be effected by a 
method of trial and error." If this sentence means any- 
thing, it means that there are no formulæ for calculating out 
an armature for a given output at a given speed. 

Yet another expert, in tackling the design of dynamos, 
takes as a starting point 2:5 per cent. of the output in 
watts as the external surface of the armature; thus for a 
25-Kw. machine 625 sq. in. would be the surface — a mere 
empirical rule.* 

The fundamental formula is as follows :— 

Let в = E.M.F. 
z = Total flux through armature. 
N = Speed in revolutions per second. 
= Number of turns of wire on armature. 
с = Maximum current output. 

Then E = zNfé, | | 

And the dimensions of the armature must be governed by 
the value of Z and £ and the current at maximum output. 

і x с should have a certain ratio to z to get sparkless 
collection, and this is where the hiatus comes in. Both z and 
¢ are unknown quantities; their value is, in any design, left 
to the judgment and experience of the designer. 

In all my experience with dynamos the ratio of 2 to (xc 
is the determining factor in the design of a sparkless dynamo 
with fixed brushes, and from all the best dynamo designs it 
should surely be possible to arrive at some value for z, at 
some speed and output, from which a general formula for z 
could be drawn, whereby, given the speed and output of a 
machine, z could at once be calculated. This value found, 
all the rest follows. If instead of calculating out results on 
a rule, obviously mistaken, Mr. Clayton had worked out a 
series of calculations from first-class designs to find the 
ratio of 

Field ampere-turns for gap and teeth 


Armature ampere-turns d 


we might get some idea as to the value of 2 per Kw. at some 
known speed. 

But it would be better still to find the value of ——7— 
for a number of first-class machines of various outputs. 

In my opinion, the saturation or non-saturation of teeth 
is a matter of no import; a high strength of armature com- 
pared with the field is just as vicious with armatures in 
which there are no teeth at all. A machine of this class, 
which sparked badly, fell into my hands some years ago. A 
plain drum armature, with four layers of wire winding on 
it, was completely cured by making a new armature core 


* See also Kapp's “Dynamos, Alternators and Transformers,” 
pages 288 to 290 :—“ The condition of sparkless collection is thut 
Ba shall be above a certain limit. Authorities differ what this 
limit shuld be.” “The best modern practice is to keep the rever- 
sing field fairly strong, say, 2,000 C.G.S. lines." 


‘closed circuits. 


and re-winding with half the number of turns of wire on the 
armature, reducing the air gaps by nearly half, and slightly 
increasing the speed. 

Whatever may be the theories regarding commutation, 
there is no getting away from the practical fact that where 
Z is low compared with / x c the machine is bad, and 
where z is high compared with ¢ x c the machine is a 
good one, and what is wanting in dynamo design is to 
find just what the ratio should be between these two factors. 
This found, there would be no more of these humiliating 
admissions which I have quoted. 

Of course, the question of cost comes in and explains the 
persistence in high armature strength; it makes a cheaper 
machine, and that seems to be the chief consideration with 
some designers. In Mr. Clayton’s instance, he improved a 
machine by reducing the field magnet and increasing the 
armature diameter. But he does not say what the ratios of 
strengths were before and after the transformation. 


THE EASTERN AND SOUTH AFRICAN 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, LIMITED, v. CAPE 
TOWN TRAMWAY COMPANIES, LIMITED. 


[Bv a LEGAL CoNTRIBUTOR.] 


IT appears probable that the long-standing dispute between 


. electric tramway companies and telegraph and telephone 


companies respecting the right of the former to use un- 
insulated tram rails as their return conductor, will be settled 
finally by the decision of the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council in an appeal in the above action argued 
before them several weeks ago, and now awaiting judgment.: 

A few words will serve to call to mind the history of this 
dispute. When the telegraph system was introduced in this 
country in 1837, the simplicity and economy of using an 
earth return at once recommended itself, and an earth return 
was universally adopted, and when, in the course of time, 
telephones made their appearance, earth returns were com- 
monly used in their case also. (The Post Office telephones 
had, in many cases, a complete metallic circuit.) Any 
interference between these circuits, due to leakage or 
induction, was negligible, on account of the minuteness of 
the currents used—about Pyth of an ampere in telegraph 
circuits, and perhaps the hundredth part of that in telephone 
circuits. 

All such companies and undertakings, therefore, used 


the earth for their returns, in harmony, and with a sense 


of security which was not justified by events. For when 
about the year 1889 the construction of electric tram- 
ways in the country was commenced, and the tram way 
companies claimed the right to use their uninsulated 
rails as a return for their large currente, the conditions 
of the problem were entirely altered. The telegraph 
and telephone companies, together with railway 
companies using telegraphic communication, contended 
that tramway companies should be compelled to use 
They argued, with some force, that no 
class had a right to monopolise the earth, and that the 
heavy currents used by tramways must necessarily exclude 


themselves from continued use of the earth, and that 


although they were in possession of the field first. In 
consequence of these representations, in the majority of Bills . 
and orders seeking powers of electric traction a protective 
clause was inserted, usually modelled upon the clause 
inserted in the Plymouth Tramway Bill, binding the com- 
pany to so work their tramways as to prevent any injurious 
interference with telephone and telegraph circuits. These 
protective clauses were adopted, because it was supposed that 
while tramway companies would be liable at common law 
for any damage resulting from disturbance caused by their 
currents, yet tramways authorised by the Legislature would 
be protected from this common-law liability provided always 
they were laid and maintained with proper skill and care, 
and without negligence. "This view of the law was con- 
firmed by the decision of Mr. Justice Kekewich in the 
case of the National Telephone Company г. Baker, in 1893. 

The increasing number, however, of electric tramways in 
this country, their great convenience to the public and the 
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expense caused to the tramway companies by compelling 
them to use a closed circuit, induced the Legislature in 1893 
to appoint a joint committee, of which Lord Cross was 


chairman, to consider the questions and interests involved. 


A number.of eminent men of science were examined before 
the committee, and great efforts were made by the telephone 
- companies to retain the protective clauses. "The committee, 
however, adopting the view that roads were made to walk 
on, not to talk on," reported, “It is not in the present 
State of electrical science to the interest of the public to 
insist upon electric tramways providing an insulated return 
conductor, and that such obligation, would retard the 
development of electric traction." This was coupled with a 
recommendation that telephone and telegraph companies 
should use an insulated return parallel to or twisted round 
the outgoing wire, which precaution, it was proved to the 
Committee, was a complete protection against all external 
interference. 

But though victory lay with the tramways, so far as 
statutory authority is concerned, yet it has always been held, 
up to the present time, that a common law action would lie 
against any tramway company not authorised by statute or 
provisional order for all damage due to electric disturbance 
caused by its current, and that an injunction could be 
obtained restraining such disturbance. 

To return to the appeal now before the Privy Council ; 
this action was brought by the plaintiffs, the Eastern and 
South African Telegraph Company, Limited, who maintain, 


among other cables, that known as the West Coast Cable, 
which passes down the West Coast of Africa, and lands in. 


Cape Town, against the defendants, the Cape Town Tram- 
way Companies, Limited, who maintain a system of electric 
tramways in Cape Town and its suburbs, for damages result- 
ing from disturbance of the plaintiffs’ cable, and for an 
injanction. 

The relative positions of the tramway lines and the cable 
were shown in papers prepared by Mr. Trotter and Prof. A. 
Jamieson (see ELEcTRICAL Review, Vol. xl, May 14th, 
1897, and Vol. xlvi, 23rd, 1900). The tramway com- 
panies obtained statutory authority to lay and maintain all 
their lines, with the exception of the section of about a mile 
and a half of line. This section was laid down and maintained 
without statutory authority, though with the permission of 
the road authority. The tramway current is conveyed from 
the generating station by means of overhead wires, and 
returns by the uninsulated rails. The cable lands at the 
cable hut, whence communication is established by insu- 
lated Jand wires with an office in the Standard Bank Build- 
ing. The tramways commenced running in August, 1896, 
but at that time only the section between the Standard Bank 
and Mowbray Cemetery was working. Immediately the 
cars began to run, it. became difficult to read cable mes- 
sages received in Cape Town, and the disturbance soon 
became so severe, that the greater part of the receiving work 
had to be done at night when the cars had stopped, while it 
was necessary to divert a portion of the traffic to the East 
Coast Cable. | | SK. 

Mr. D. Wilkinson was employed by the plaintiffs to 
investigate the cause and nature of the disturbance, 
the defendants doing everything in their power to assist 
him. The result of Mr. Wilkinson's tests carried on 
daring a period of several months was to make it clear that 
& portion of the tramway return current escaping from the 
rails found its way to tbe sheathing of the cable along whic 
it traveled towards the generating station, and that the 
variations in this return current, a& the cars stopped and 
started, were the cause of induction currents in the core of 
the cable, It was found that when the sheathing of the 
Gable was connected to the sheathing of the land lines in the 
cable hut, currents of varying intensity passed between them, 
sometimes from the cable to the landlines and sometimes in 
the reverse direction ; these currents were of such strength 
as to ring a bell loudly, and to cause sparks to pass on 
making or breaking connection : on measurement they were 
found to frequently reach 5 amperes, and sometimes to exceed 
that. Mr. Wilkinson found that the fall of potential along the 
rails from the Wynberg terminus to the generating station 
was some 25 to 30 volts, and that nearly 30 per cent. of the 
return current escaped from the rails. It was the working 
of this section of the line (about 7 miles in length) which 


caused the greater part of the disturbance. The fall of 
potential on the Sea Point section sometimes reached 16 
volts; but these potentials were afterwards somewhat reduced 
by the employment of boosters with return feeders. Mr. 
Wilkinson remarks that the low-lying marshy ground of the 
Cape flats between the tramway lines and the sea is probably 
a good conductor for the escaping current. 

Various experiments were tried by the cable company with 
a view of overcoming the disturbance, and a number of 
different earths for the cable return current were tried, but 
without success, At length, in January, 1897, & return 
cable, 5 miles long, was laid in Table Bay, as nearly as 
possible parallel to the main cable, the end of the copper 
core of the return cable being connected to the sheathing of 
the main cable, so that * earth" was made 5 miles out at 
sea. The disturbance immediately decreased, and for a time 
practically disappeared. After a few months, however, it com- 
menced to increase again, and it was contended that this was 
due to an extension of the tramway system. In May, 1898, 
a second return cable, 10 miles in length, was laid (after- 
wards extended to Robben Island), and traffic has since been 
carried оп by its use, though it is said that even now it is 
difficult to obtain a satisfactory duplex balance. 

In April, 1899, the plaintiffs commenced their action, 
claiming an injunction, and £50,000 as damages for loss of 
business and estimated expenditure necessary to completely 
cure the disturbance. The plaintiffs contended that the 
damage they complained of was covered by the following 
section in the statutes authorising the construction of the 
defendants’ tramways: ‘‘ The company specially undertakes 
that, in the event of any electric leak taking place, and 
damage being thereby caused at any time by electrolysis or 
otherwise, it will reimburse and make good to the Council 
or other body or person all costs to which the Council or 
other body or person may be put by reason thereof, &c.” 
The plaintiffs also contended that as regards the section of 
line for which statutory authority had not been obtained, 
the defendants were liable at common law upon the principle 
established in the case of Fletcher v. Rylands (L.R., 3 H.L., 
330). In this case the House of Lords held that a person who 
brings on his land and collecta and keeps there anything 
liable to do mischief if it escapes must keep it at his peril, 
and if he does not do ко is prima facie answerable for all 
damage which is the natural consequence of its escape. 

The defendants contended (1) that the escape of electricity 
from uninsulated rails was not an “ electric leak " within the . 
meaning of the section; (2) That the damage caused to the 
plaintiffs was not damage caused by “ electrolysis or otber- 
wise,” inasmuch as the words “ or otherwise " were intended 
to cover only things ejusdem generis with electrolysis ; (3) 
that they were not liable in respect of the unauthorised 
section of line, as they had not infringed any legal right of 
the plaintiffs known to the law of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

After some evidence had been taken on commission in 
London, the action was tried in Cape Town before the 
Supreme Court of the Colony in February and March, 1900. 
The principal witness for the defendants was Mr. Frank 
Jacob, who went out to Cape Town for the purpose. 
Mr. Jacob, speaking from a wide .experience of sub- 
marine cables, said that if the plaintiffs as soon as 
the disturbance commenced had laid a twin core shore 
end cable two miles out to sea, and had there con- 
nected it with the main cable, they would at once have 
completely cured all disturbance; that this was the only 
permanent remedy; and that it was the practice to attach 
twin core shore ends to modern cables as soon as they were 


laid down. 


It was explained that a twin core shore end consists of 
two cores insulated from one another and contained within 
the same sheathing ; the end of one core is connected to the 
core of the main cable, while the second core is connected to 
the sheathing of the main cable. The cable is thus earthed 
out at sea, while any stray currents travelling along the 
sheathing of the shore end will induce precisely equal 
currents in the twocores, which, on arriving at the recording 
instrument, will neutralise one another. Mr. Jacob was of 
opinion that two miles would be ample in the present case. 
The five-mile and ten-mile return cables were not complete 
remedies, because they could not be laid precisely parallel to 


= descent lamps can be added. This 
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the main cable, and, moreover, were liable to shift their 
positions. The plaintiffs now admit that a twin-coil shore 
end is the proper remedy, and propose to lay one down as 
800n as possible. 

The Supreme Court found for the defendants upon all 
points : that the escape of current from the rails was not an 
‘electric leak," and that the damage caused was not damage 


caused by “electrolysis or otherwise " within the meaning of 


the section; and that as regards the unauthorised section of 
line, the construction and working of it in а proper manner 
and withow negligence was not an infringement of any legal 
right of the plaintiffs. 

The plaintiffs appealed to the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council, before whom the case was lately argued and 
now awaits judgment. 

The decision of the Judicial Committee will not, of course, 
be binding upon the Courts of this country, but there can be 
little doubt that they will follow it. . 


C CORRESPONDENCE. 


Oyerhead Mains. | 
Some months since you expressed some interest in the 
question of overhead mains, and invited opinions from 
engineers thereon. | 
I quite agree with what you said on this matter, chiefly to 
the effect that for small towns this method of distribution 


was economically essential, and that it was, moreover, 


perfectly satisfactory in respect both of safety and reliability. 
Such has been my experience to the letter in .Durban. 
Though I bave laid down in the business portion of the town 
some eight miles of low tension distributors, I recognised 
when extensions into the residential districts were considered 
that underground mains would not pay—Durban, like most 
Colonial towns, being one of magnificent distances. I 
therefore determined to depart from the practice I had been 
accustomed to in England, and have in the past two years 
put up 30 miles of pole line for low tension distribution, 
though the high tension mains are all underground. By the 
use of these (paper) high tension mains, transformers in 
neat street boxes above ground (looking similar to tramway 
feeder boxes, now become familiar in 
England), and low tension overhead 
distributors, it is possible to supply 
current in scattered residential districts 
without involving very high capital 
charges. 

And especially is this the case when 
street lighting by means of incan- ` 


form of lighting on country roads with 
plenty of trees is generally cheaper and 
more efficient than by means of aic 
lamps. The revenue fram this source 
is sufficient to pay the capital charges 
on the low tension pole lines, leavirg 
private lighting with only transformers 
and small high tension cables against. 
it. I send photo. of a pole line with 
incandescent lamps fixed, and also one of 
a street transformer box. These boxs 
have given complete satisfaction, though: 
certain modifications are necessary in 
the present form of switch gear. Under- 
ground brick chambers are quite too 
expensive, and the underground iron 
box is not very accessible. It is possible 
to design safer and more get-at-able 
switchgear in a box of the above- 
ground pattern. This is especially 
important in Colonial work. The size of box shown 
will accommodate a 20-Kw. transformer. In a very 
scattered residential district this is a sufficient amount of 
power to distribute from one point, though I am increasing 
some of mine to 30 KW. 

The system is, of course, single-phase high tension, which, 


TRANSFORMER Вох. 
Base or Do. 


in the absence of any considerable demand for motor power, 
is by far the best, in my opinion, where long distances have 
to be covered. We, in Durban, go out five miles in two 
directions, 

I have recently advised the Ladysmith Town Council on a 
lighting scheme, and enclose a copy of my report to it, The 
distances being comparatively small, I have recommended 
continuous current, and the report represents what, from my 
experience, is the best way to equip a small town with a paying 


electric lighting plant. 
Б А БР John Roberts. 


Borough Electrical Engineer's Office, 
Durban, Natal. 
February 21st, 1902. 


[We reproduce the photographs herewith, and have exa- 
mined the report with much interest. Mr. Roberts recom- 
mends direct current, distributed by mains entirely overhead, 
of hard-drawn bare copper on neat iron poles. The capital 
expenditure for a system to supply 250 consumers is put at 
£8,500, 100 16-c.P. lamps being also used for street 
lighting.—Eps. ELEO. REv. | 


Corporation Tramways and Emergency Brakes. 


Just recently one or two large Corporations have placed 
orders for emergency brakes for their tramcars ; this is a 
wise move, for, by adopting an efficient emergency brake 
(which will act under all and every condition of circum- 


- gtance), many accidents will be prevented, and the consequent 


list of deaths, injuries, mutilated bodies and lawsuit damages 
and legal expenses due to tramway accidente will, to a very 
large extent, be avoided. The conditions which an emergency 
brake should fulfil are: — 

1. It should be possible, under all circumstances, to apply 
the brake instantaneously, whether on the level or on the 
incline. | 

2. It should be operated so simply as to require little or 
no effort on the part of the motorman. 

3. It should act on the rails, and not on the wheels, 
because, when the wheels get locked and skid over the rails 
(which they very frequently do when the rails are wet, or 
when going down.an incline), such wheel brakes become 
practically useless, 

4. While an emergency brake should be capable of being 


OVERHEAD MAINS. 


instantaneously applied with great power, yet at the same 
time its sudden application should not be accompanied by а 
violent jolting of the car, which would uncomfortably shake 
the passengers, and be detrimental to the car itself. 

While my object is not to criticise electro-magnetic brakes, 
still, the fact must not be lost sight of that their action 
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depends upon a current of electricity generated from some 
source ; and we all know that it is very easy for there to be 
an interrupted or broken circuit somewhere, also that it is 
not impossible for a motor armature to burn out, or the field 
magnets to fail to excite from some cause, in which case such 
electro-magnetic brakes become useless ; the ideal emergency 
brake is one whose action is independent of the electrical 
circuit. I have had occasion to investigate the subject of 
emergency brakes, and the one such brake which gave 
ideally satisfactory results was the pneumatic track 
brake; this brake, I believe, is the invention of 
Mesars. Hewitt & Rhodes, consulting tramway engineers, 
of Manchester. Its chief features are that it is simple and 
positive in its action, it acts under all conditions, it is very 
powerful, and does its work instantly and efficiently. Its 
action is entirely independent of the electrical circuit ; it is 
constructed on well-known mechanical principles, and is 
strongly made. There is no part of it which is liable to get 
out of order, and while acting so powerfully aud positively, 
still at the same time it does not violently jolt the car. This 
I attribute to the fact that the air in the cylinder forms a 
pneumatic cushion which takes up most of the jolts and 
vibrations instead of them being transmitted through the 
framework of the car iteelf. It would not be time wasted 
for tramway engineers and corporations to investigate this 
brake, and it would be a good idea if the Board of Trade 
made it imperative that efficient emergency brakes be adopted 
by all tramway corporations and companies. ` 


Wm. R. Bowker. 


Technical Terminology. 


The article on “Technical Terminology” in your issue 
of February 14th, and the letter and your comments thereon 
іп the issue of February 21st, were o considerable interest. 
Undoubtedly there is great want of care on the part of 
writers and others in avoiding the mis- and ambiguous use 
of terms; and considering the rate at which new terms 
become necessary and are introduced, we are in some danger 
of getting into an inextricable muddle. Really, the matter 
is important enough for a well-selected Committee of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers to take in hand. 

As regards the question of frequency, perhaps I may be 
permitted to quote a passage from my “ Alternating Current 
Circuit,” in which I took some pains to put the matter, as I 
hope, clearly and concisely. . 

Referring to the revolution of a simple, coil in a simple 
two-pole field, this is what I say :— 

If the coil is connected up with an outer circuit, in one revolu- 
tion the induced E. M. F. and resulting current will make two 
alternations, or one complete period or cycle; and the rate of double 
alternations per second, or number of complete periods or cycles per 
second, which is termed the frequency or periodicity, will depend 
upon the number of revolutions which the coil makes in that time. 


Thus, supposing it revolves 600 times in one minute, the frequency 
of the E.M.F. and of the current set up will be 10. 


Frequency is denoted by the symbol ~, thus 70 ~ signifies а. 


pressure or current making 70 complete periods per second—i., 
having a frequency of 70. i 

The frequency of alternating currents, as used for ordinary work 
in this country, varies from 40 ~ to 130 ~, the present tendency 
in central station work being to reduce it to something like 50 ~ or 
60 ~. For special purposes, E.M.F.'s of very mnch higher fre- 
quency are sometimes employed. . 

The rise and fall of the current in one direction should be called 
an alternation ; but this term is sometimes employed to indicate а 
complete reversal. e, a period or cycle, a disagreement which is 
somewhat confusing. Referring to tig. 31, the portion of the curve 
from 0 to 180 is really an alternation, and the portion from 0 to 360 
a cycle or period, and the symbol for frequency (~), being derived 
from the shape of the curve, should assist the student in remem- 
bering this. An alternation ів, as its name indicates, an alternative 
wave or alteration in direction. Thusa frequency of 80 ~ means 
80 periods, or 160 alternations, per second. 


I should be glad to know if this is sufficiently explicit. 
Speaking still of alternating currents, it may be mentioned 
that the difference between virtual and effective quantities is 
not too well understood by the average engineer. The virtual 
pressure is that impressed on the circuit, but if reactance is 
present, only a part of this will be effective in setting up a 
current—effective pressure. The current, as measured by 
an ammeter is virtual, but depending on the phase difference 


only a portion of it may be effective in doing work. Virtual 
resistance, otherwise impedance, is the combined effect of the 
ohmic and spurious resistance (reactance) in a circuit. 

Inductance is в term (uniform with resistance, conductance, 
reactance, and impedance) which merits much more general 
use; and its hard-worked relative, induction, should never 
be employed in electrostatic cases. Influence should long 
ago have superseded electrostatic induction, and we should 
speak of influenced charges. We have influence electrical 
machines, though some people still prefer to term them 
induction machines. Why do those ancient terms galvanic 
and voltaic remain in use? Why vollaic arc? And why 
in some important article or paper which I read the other 
day was the misspelt word loadstone to be found ? 


W. Perren .Maycock. 


500-Yolt Electric Shocks. 


May I briefly add my experience re the above. When I 
was depót foreman on the Waterloo and City Railway, I, on 
three occasions, received a severe shock from a defective 
automatic cut-out. Each time there was a vivid flash, with 
the result that one of my hands was badly burnt, the hand 
making the least perfect contact. I have the resultant scars 
to show. 

My predecessor also received a bad shock and burn from 
the same cut-out, which put his hand out of action for a 
great many weeks. I could give several other instances with 
the same resulte. i 

I assure Mr. Trotter that it would be a very dangerous 
proceeding on his part to sit on the rail and touch the live 
conductor with his finger. On a wet day I have received a 
severe shock by just touching the conductor with my wet 
boot, when standing on a wet sleeper (wooden), let alone the 
rail, 

Albert E. Vezey, A. M. I. M. E. 


London, March 21st, 1902. 


With regard to the paper read before the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers by Mr. Trotter, and your remarks 
thereon in last week’s REVIEW, it appears to me that the 
substitution of the battery in place of the compound-wound 
generator would, owing, as stated jn your remarks, to the 
internal resistance, and also that of the body, prevent an 
excessive current passing, and, at the same time, materially 


decrease the voltage of same, and the longer the battery was 
thus shorted the less dangerous would it become; on the other 


hand, moreover, the compound machine would lose neither 
voltage nor current, but would keep up a constant current at 
a constant pressure. The danger lies not so much in the 
fact of being able to get high voltage shocks, but of getting 
also large currents flowing at these pressures. Again, the 
resistance of the body varies, and the experiments would have 
been, as far as my own experience goes, considerably more 
interesting had they been carried out in the height of 
summer, when the resistance of the body is at its lowest. 

I should also like to add, like the REVIEW, I used to 
endeavour to make light of electric shocks, especially at 
what are practically low voltages; but last summer, 
when I accidentally shorted the secondary of a trans- 
former, whose normal voltage was 220, through my body, 
I жаз rendered unconscious in a very short time, and the 
current passing through my body was of such a strength as 
blow a No. 22 copper fuse; this undoubtedly proves that the 
resistance in circuit must have been very low, and here, I 
think, is an instance where the chances of serious injury 
from a less voltage than 500 should be fully recognised. 
Although the voltage undoubtedly rose considerably above 
the normal (i. e., 220), I question if it reached anything like, 
500 ; and the difference between alternate and direct current 
ghocks cannot be lightly passed over. 

The recent death at the “ Alhambra," Sheffield, seems to 
suggest that the shock was obtained by the earthing of the 
unfused pole through the body of the victim, when the 
current passing would then be limited to the capacity of the 
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main fuse; and assuming the earth resistance low, the 
current passing might be considerable, otherwise it is difficult 
to see, if the lamp fuse was of correct dimensions to carry 
from about half to three amperes, how this accident 
happened, if, as stated, the shock was received from both 
poles, and not throngh earthing one conductor only. 


"ud W. F. Stamp. 
London, March 20th, 1902. 


Polyphase Working. 


Inlooking over the Howard Lectures delivered last, May 
on “ Polyphase Working," by Mr. A. О. Eborall, I find on 
p. 39, Lecture IIL, the sentence * Transformers supplying 
current to rotary converters (which are never paralleled on 
the three-phase side) should always be," &c. If you will 
kindly explain what is meant by “Never paralleled on the 
three-phase side" I should feel much obliged, as I have 
always understood that what.is meant by paralleling alternate 
current. machines is. to run them up to synchronism and 
synchronise them ; as far as I сап understand the sentence 
in queation, Mr. Eborall means that the machine is run 
up with the generator, or else plugged on to the bus 
bars at any time like an induction motor, trusting to good 
luck for the volts coming up on the D.C. side first time. If 
the construction I put on it is right, it is rather a mis- 
leading statement. 

Є | Foggy. 

Ais correspondent regards “ synchronising " as identical 
with “ paralleling,” whereas they really need have nothing 
to do with each other. Direct-current dynamos are paralleled, 
but not synchronised, while (synchronous) alternate-current 
motors are synchronised, but need not be paralleled. In this 
case, the rotaries are, of course, synchronised in the best prac- 
tice; but they are not usually connected direct to common bus 
bars. The common connection (or paralleling) takes place 
on the high pressure side of the transformers only, each 
rotary with its set of transformers being treated as a separate 
unit.—Eps. Erro. Rkv.] 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


I am afraid that Mr. Dix has not given close attention to 
the contributions which he finds so entertaining. Had he 
done во, it would not be necessary for me to remind him 
that from the equation— 


w = ЕС — св 


can be deduced, by a simple process, the remarkable equation 


which he ascribes to Mr. Poole. 
written in the following form— 


COR—EC+wW=0 
( = work per second) 


and solved as an ordinary quadratic equation in which c is 
the unknown quantity. | 

It may be of interest to follow the argument further, and 
find what value of c will give to w (the work done by motor 
in unit time) its greatest value. This process can be made 
to involve the caleulus—the loss of. which on my part seems 
to give considerable concern to Mr. Poole. . Mr. Dix may 
now see what I meant by asking the apparently ridiculous 
question: What is represented by the figure (numeral, or 
integer) in— 


Let the above equation be 


4r(w + w)? 
P. T. White. 


The Harburg I.R.C. Company and Ferd. Winter y. 
Browne Martin. 


Allow me to point out that your report of this appeal case 
in your issue of 21st inst. is incorrect, in so far as the name 
of defendant is quoted as Martin Brown instead of Browne 
Martın, an error which had crept even into the official list 
of cases, bat which should be corrected, so that everyone 
may get his due. 

Naturally, I bow to the judgment of the Appeal Court. 
The judges undoubtedly have to apply and interpret the 
law as it stands. In this case a jury and Mr. Justice 


Mathew have found, and so did the three judges sitting on 
the appeal, that defendant gave, before a Witness, a definite 
“© promise that he would give bills for the amount of the judg- 
ment debt" (quoting your own report of this appeal case), 
bills endorsed by himself, he being the controling power of 
е ыар concerned, and by his brother, the debenture 
older. i 
I hope the fact commends itself to the commercial world 
that four of his Majestys Judges find a certain promise 
was given, and that three of them find that if need not be 
kept because it was not given in writing, and, therefore, the 


defendant may claim, as he did claim, the protection of the 
ancient Statute of Frauds. i 


This, then, is the law. Is it justice as well? mU 
i І Ferd. Winter. 
London, March 3rd, 1909. MEE 


ee 


LEGAL. 


THE FrNCHLEY ELECTRIO [лант Company, LIMITED, v. THE 
FiNCHLEY URBAN Disraicr COUNCIL. 


Тн1в case came before Mr. Justice Farwell in the Chancery Division 
on Monday and Tuesday last week. Mr. C. Jenkins, K.C., and Mr. 
Buckmaster appeared for the plaintiffs; and Mr. W. H. Upjohn, 
K.C., and Mr. Chubb for the defendants. 

Mr. BUCKMASTER said that the case raised an important question. 
The раш company sought an injunction to restrain the 
defendants from cutting their wires that stretched across the roads 
that were within the area of the Urban District Council. The facts 
were these: The plaintiff company was incorporated under the Com- 
panies’ Acts, and formed for the purpose of supplying electric light 
and power. The plaintiff company had no provisional order from 
ther Board of Trade, and had no sanction whatever from any 
authority. It was simply a private trading company acting under 
the powers conferred by the Companies’ Acte. It appeared that 
defendants in 1898 obtained a provisional order from the Board of 
Trade enabling them to supply electricity to the inhabitants of their 
district—an order which, when the plaintiff company began to . 
work, the defendants had wholly failed to act under. The plaintiff 
company was incorporated in 1899, and immediately after its 
incorporation it set to work to supply electric light to the inhabi- 
tants of the district. One of the first things they did was to lay 
mains down Cavendish and Stanhope Avenues which were private 
roads not vested in the defendants. The plaintiffs laid 
the mains down the footpaths adjoining the roads instead of 
down the middle of the roads. ^ Having done this, they were 
met at once by the defendants who said that they declined to 
take over any of these roads if the mains were laid in that 
way. They insisted on the plaintiffs laying the mains 
down the middle of the roads. That was an extraordinary objec- 
tion, but the reason was that the defendants desired when oppor- 
tunity arose to avail themselves of the footpaths. What the 
defendants did was to treat the plaintiff company as rival traders, 
and they did all they could to hinder their enterprise. The 
plaintiffs also claimed damages from the defendants. After this 
question had arisen with regard to the private roads, the plaintiffs 
were in a difficult position. They had to crossa road within the 
jurisdiction of the defendants, and without the consent of the 
defendants the plaintiffs could not open roads without the consent 
of the Council. What plaintiffs did on one occasion was this: they 
obtained a license to open a road for the purpose of laying a water 
pipe and the water pipe was laid, but while it was being laid the 
plaintiffs also laid the electric main. This appeared to aggravate 
the defendants, because when-once the main was laid they could do 
nothing. The defendants then commenced proceedings against the 
plaintiffs to restrain them from opening any road in the defendante’ 
jurisdiction without giving notice to the defendants, апа a motion 
was made in that matter asking for the relief. That case was settled 
on the terms that the plaintiffs should give notice before seeking to 
break open the roads, and each party paid their own costs. The 
provision introduced into those terms was that the plaintiffs should 
give notice to the defendants before they proceeded to break up the 
roads, во that the defendants might grant the leave, but that the 
defendants did not, it appeared, intend to do. The result was that 
the defendants were paralysed in carrying on their business. 
Last September the plaintiffs wished to supply a customer by 
carrying а wire across the Regent’s Park Road. The defendants 
objected, and gave notice that if any wire was placed above ground 
or across any street without the consent of the Council they would 
have the wire removed. The defendants evidently thought that the 
plaintiff company derived its powers under the Electric Lighting 
Act (1888), but the plaintiffs did not derive any of their powers 
from this statute at all. Therefore the wire was stretched 
across the road, and in due course the customer would have been 
served with the light; bat the defendants on October Ist had the 
wire cut in two, and threatened to do the same thing to any 
other wires which were stretched across any other road in their 
Jurisdiction. The result was the present action. A motion 
was made by plaintiffs towards the end of the Long Vacation 
before the Lord Ohief Justice to restrain the defendants 
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cutting this wire or any other wires across the roads in the 
Gefendants’ jurisdiction till the trial. That motion was resisted 
by the defendants on the ground that the statute of 1888 gave the 
defendants the right to prevent the crossing of the roads by 
plaintiffs’ wires; but this defence failed, and the learned judge 
granted the injunction till the trial. The pleadings were then 
delivered, and the defendants then asserted for the first time the 
Position that the road across which this wire was stretched was a 
read, the fee simple of which was vested in them. If that were the 
case, the plaintiffs would be at once defeated, because the reason 
why they could carry their wires across a road vested in the Council 
‘was because the soil was not vested in the Council. The dispute in 
this case turned on the question as to the ownership in fee simple 
Of the Regent's Park Road. 'The defendants asserted that the fee 
simple of that road was vested in them as being the road 
authority for the time being having jurisdiction over it, and 
by virtue of divers public statutes. The onus of proving that they 
were the owners in fee of the soil rested on the defendants; 
prima facie the soil was not vested in the defendants at all. The 
learned counsel said he should leave it to the defendants to estab- 
lish how tbey made their title out. 

Mr. Орјонн, K.C., argued that the freehold of the street in aues- 
tion belonged to the defendants, and cited & number of public 
statutes dating from the seventeenth century as well as calling the 
attention of the Court toa large number of ancient documents in 


support of his contention. He submitted that the defendants had 


a right to prohibit the plaintiffs taking their wires across the 
street. 

His LoRpsHIP, after dealing at some length with the points of 
law involved, said that under the circumstances he must hold that 
the land in question was acquired and was still required for the pur- 
poses of a street, and the plaintiffs, therefore, have no right to take 
their wires across that portion of the atmosphere above the piece of 
Jand which belonged to the defendant Council, therefore the appli- 
cation for the injunction with respect of that piece of land fell to 
the ground, but under the circumstances of the claim put forward, 
and the fact that an injunction was obtaiaed by the plaintifs against 
the defendants, he thought the justice of the case would be met by 


directing that there should be no costs. He ordered the action to 
be dismissed without costs. 


PoonB anD DISTRICT ELECTRIC Traction COMPANY v. THE 
BougENERMOUTH CORPORATION. 


Вкровю Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady, in the Chancery Division, on 
Friday, Mr. WARMINGTON moved in this case for an injunction to 
restrain the Corporation from commencing or continuing to con- 
struct & portion of & tramway authorised by the Bournemouth 
Corporation Tramways Order of 1900 between the commencement 
of tramway No. 2 and the point at which it crossed the boundary of 


the Borough of Bournemouth. The plaintiffs’ case was that the 


Corporation's power to construct the tramway bad ceased, or alter- 
natively that before constructing it there must be an agreement 
between the parties as to the mode of traction to be adopted. 
There was no such agreement; the Corporation had not even asked 
for one, and if they proceeded to lay down a system different to 
that of the plaintiffe, they (the plaintiffs) would be put to the 
trouble and expense of taking it up and laying down their own 
system. The Corporation contended that they had an unrestricted 
right to proceed with the line, and the question to be decided by 
the Court was one of the construction of the provisional orders 
granted to the Corporation and the Traction Company respectively. 

His Говрвнтр said the action would be heard early next sittings. 
He saw no ground of urgency and made no order. 


IsLINGTOR BonoucH Councin v. Gas LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


AT the Clerkenwell County Court on 20th inst., before Judge Edge, 
plaintiffs soaght to recover £13 18s. 6d. from defendants, as 
compensation for damage done to their electric lighting boxes and 
main in Highbury Park on October 8th last, an explosion being the 
stated cause. Evidence was given by Mr. Albert Gay, chief 
electrical engineer, Mr. C. H. Yeaman, assistant electrical engineer 
io the Borough Council, and others for the plaintiffs; also by the 
distributing engineer to the Gas Light and Coke Company (Mr. 
Foulger) for the defendants. He stated that such a claim had 
never before been made against his company. The hearing was 
subsequently adjourned. We shall deal with the case later. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


MANCHESTER AND SaLFORD TRAMWAYS. 


Ox Tuesday last week, on the resumption of the proceedings, Mr. 
PEMBER said both parties felt that the Bury Old Road route stood 
outeide the general question of a general interchange of traffic on 
the two systems, and it had been agreed that Manchester, who 
already possessed powers in regard to certain portions of the Bury 
Old Road, should complete that route, whilst Salford should have 
running powers over it from a convenient junction. All disputes 
might be referred to the Board of Trade. It was asked that this 
clause should be inserted in either of the Bills. As to all the other 


questions, they had been settled by the agreement arrived at on 
Monday. | 


Mr. FREEMAN agreed with Mr. Pember’s statement, and said he 
had agreed to take from the Salford Bill the powers for the inde- 
pendent lines which they had put in, in order to preserve their 
access. 

Мв. Forses LANKESTER claimed that the Stretford District 
Council and the other local authorities ought to be parties to any 
agreements between the two Corporations, and should have a locus 
standi when any matters were referred to the Board of Trade. 

Mr. Ремвев strongly opposed any such power being given. He 
pointed out that the outlying authorities had leased the tramways 
in their ctive districts to one or other of the Corporations for 
21 years. Ifthe power asked for was given, it would mean 13 or 
14 different authorities squabbling before the Board of Trade. 

The Committee refused the power asked for. 

Consideration was then given to other clauses in the Salford Bill 
not dealing with tramway matters, and evidence was also given 
with respect to the proposals for some new lines of tramway by the 
Manchester Corporation which were not opposed. 


On Thursday last week the Select Committee further considered 
the clauses, and it was stated that the following clauses had been 
agreed upon between the two parties :—“ (1) The Salford Corpora- 
tion shall be entitled at any time after the passing of this Act to 
make a junction between the existing tramways in Bury Old Road 
and the tramway No. 1 by this Act authorised at such point as may 
be agreed on between the two Corporations, or, in default of agree- \ 
ment, as shall be settled by the Board of Trade. (2) The Man- 
chester Corporation sball,80 far as they lawfully can, counect the 
tramways of the Manchester Corporation in Bury Old Road with 
any tramways which may be constructed by or on behalf of the 
Urban District Council of Prestwich in that road. (3) The Salford 
Corporation may run over, and use with their engines, motors, cars, 
carriages, officers, and servants, so much of the existing and 
authorised tramways in Bury Old Road as is situate between the 
said points of junction of tramway No. 1 with these tramways, and 
their termination at the boundary between Salford and the Urban 
District of Prestwich upon such terms and conditions as 
may be agreed upon between the two Corporations, or in 
default of agreement as may be settled by the Board of 
Trade. (4) The Salford Corporation may demand and take 
upon and in respect of the tramways, so run over and used 
by them, the tolls, trates, and charges which the Manchester 
Corporation are entitled to demand and take in ‘respect thereof. 
(5) The Manchester Corporgtion shall afford to the Salford 
Corporation all reasonable facilities for the exercise of the before- 
mentioned powers.” | 

The Committee then ordered the Manchester Bill which deals 
only with powers to construct tramways to be reported to the 
House. The clauses in the Salford Bill referring to police and 
sanitary matters will be considered by another committee on 
April 16th. 


LIVERPOOL AND MANCHESTER ELECTRIC RAILLWAT BILL. 


On Tuesday last week a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, presided over by Col. Bowles, considered the Manchester 
and Liverpool Electric Railway Bill. | 

Mr. Moon, who represented the promoters, said it was sought to 
make a deviation from a portion of the route agreed to last session 
in Salford, and the Bill was really for the purpose of carrying out 
an agreement with Salford made last year, when the Bill was before 
Committee. One of the features of the scheme was that there 
should be an incline at the commencement of the railway, with the 
object of getting up speed more quickly when a train was going 
down, and of lessening the speed when it was going up. It was 
first proposed to cross Salford by means of a viaduct, and after- 
wards by means of a cutting; but the Salford Corporation opposed 
both proposals, and as a result, Mr. Bebr suggested to the Corpora- 
tion that by а certain deviation he could avoid the open cutting, 
and take his line under a new street. The Corporation undertook 
at the time to give every facility to Mr. Behr for bringing in a Bill 
to authorise the deviation, but now they were opposing. He hardly 
knew now what the Salford Corporation were fighting for, for the 
only point which had arisen was with regard to a plot of land 
known as the Barracks site. When the Corporation showed Mr. 
Behr that site it was . vacant land, but now the Corporation had 
allowed blocks of houses to be built upon it, and the promoters 
were prevented from executing their work unless they purchased 
these houses. 

Mr. FaEEMAN, K.C., for the Salford Corporation, said the whole 
object of the Corporation in opposing the Bill was to secure an 
undertaking that the promoters would not take these houses, and 
would not widen the street on the north side. 

Mr. Moon said he could not give an undertaking not to take 
some portion of the Barracks site, for without doing so it would be 
impossible to get the requisite course of the line. 

Later in the day, the parties having met, Mr. FREEMAN announced 
that the promoters had agreed to the following clause, and there- 
fore opposition was withdrawn. The clause reads: —“ Notwith- 
standing anything contained in this Act, the company shall not 
widen Tatton Street on the northern side thereof; and if for the 
purposes of this Act the company purchase or acquire any land of 
the said mayor, aldermen, and burgesses on the north side of the 
portion of Tatton Street which lies between Oxford Street and 
Gloucester Street and remove the buildings thereon, they shall 
erect on the site thereof new buildings of the same value, having а 
frontage to Tatton Street.” 

The Committee found the preamble of the Bill proved, and 
ordered it to be reported to the House for third reading. 
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‘ASHTON AND DuKINFIBLD CoRPOBATION BILL. 


THE above Bill came before Lord Morley, the Chairman of Com- 
mittees of the House of Lords, asan unnopposed measure on Tuesday 
last week. Under the Bill it was proposed to acquire the Alma 
Bridge and abolish tolle, so that the difficulty of constructing & 
satisfactory tramway service between the two towns may be done 
away with. It also gives power to the Corporation to lease any 
tramways or light railways which form junctions with the Corpora- 
iion tramways, and further power is taken to sell and let for hire 
electrical appliances. The Bill was ordered to be reported to the 
House. 


м. - 
SouTHPORT AND LyTHAM TRAMROAD. 


Тнв Bill promoted by the Southport and Lytham Tramroad Com- 
pany came before Mr. Bowles's Select Committee of the House of 
Commons on Monday and Tuesday last week. The company is 
empowered to construct a tramway from Southport to the north 
along the seashore and then to bridge the estuary of the River 
Ribble witha conveyor bridge. Under the Bill a further extension 
of time for the completion of the undertaking is asked for, viz., 
three years for the tramway and five years for the conveyor bridge. 
The only petitioner agairist the Bill was Mr. Hesketh, the owner of 
an estate through which the tramway runs. The Committee 
declared the preamble of the Bill proved, and the clauses having 
been adjusted, the Bill was ordered to be reported to the House. 


City or Lonpon (STraEETS) BILL. 


On Monday and Tuesday last week Mr. W. S. Caine's Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons bad under consideration the City 
of London (Streets) Bill, which, amongst other things, sought to give 
the Corporation further powers over various authorities, companies, 
and persons having statutory and special rights to break up and 
open the streets of the City. z 
Mr. D. J. Ross, the City engineer, said the idea was to bring the 
Post Office, the Gas Light and Coke Company, the New River 
Company, the Hydraulic Power Company, the City of London 
Blectric Light Company, and the Charing Cross and Strand Elec- 
tricity Lighting Company, into line, so that proper notice of 
intention to open streets might be given. 
After evidence had been called, and counsel had addressed the 
Committee, it was decided by the Committee to strike out the clauses 
in the Bill respecting the opening of streets. 


- 


LONDON AND BRIGHTON ELRCTRIC RAILWAY. 


The Earl of Morley presided on Thursday of last week over the 
Standing Orders Committee of the House of Lords for consideration 
of the report of the Examiner of petitions for private Bills on the 
above Bill, the allegation being that Standing Orders had not been 
complied with on a variety of matters. 

Mr. TETLEY, Parliamentary agent, who appeared for the promoters, 
explained the objects of the Bill, and said he believed that the new 
railway would be welcomed by the districts it was proposed to 
serve, and many of the local authorities had petitioned in favour of 
the Standing Orders being suspended. The London, Brighton and 
South Coast Railway, who were the principal opponents, had 
appeared before the Examiner, and had endeavoured to defeat the 
Bill on technicalities. The non-compliance reported by the 
Examiner did not damage or injuriously affect any person or 
property, without affording them the compensation provided by 
the general Acts. The memorialists had made a very large number 
of allegations of non-compliance, but they had only sustained a 
comparatively small number of them. The promoters sub- 
mitted that the time had come when additional railway faciiities 
between London and Brighton were essential, and it was proposed 
to utilise for that purpose the advances made in recent years in 
electrical science. The difficulty of preparing the plans and sec- 
tions extending over nearly 50 miles of very difficult railway had 
been very great, and the errors which had becn discovered by the 
opponents of the Bill were of a highly technical character, and at 
no point bad any omissions or mistakes been made which would 
cause the construction of the railway, in accordance with the plans 
and sections, to be any source of injury in consequence of those 
errors. The Corporations of Brighton and Hove, and the District 
Councils of Hayward’s Heath and Burgess Hill, the Borough of 
Reigate, the Keymer Urban District Company, the Cuckfield Rural 
District Company and the Clayton Parish Company, were all in 
favour of the Standing Orders being dispensed with. Having 
regard, therefore, to all the circumstances, the promoters asked 
their Lordsbips to adopt that course, so that the Bill might be 
allowed to proceed and be discussed on its merits. 

Mr. Cripps, of Messrs. Dyson & Co., the Parliamentary agents for 
the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway, followed in oppo- 
sition to the suspension of the Standing Orders, and said that the 

е effect of the inaccuracies in the proposed plans was very 
great. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Committee had unanimonelv 
decided that tbis was not a case in which the Standing Orders could 


be dispeused with, and they, therefore, refused the request of the 
promoters. 


HASTINGS l'RAMWAYS. 
THe Hastings Tramways Bill was before the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords on Thursday of last week. Non- 
compliance had been reported in consequence of the withholding 


of the consent of the Corporation to the construction of the proposed 
new tramway along the sea front. Mr. Bell, the Parliamentary 
agent for the promoters, offered to insert in the Bill а clause to the 
effect that the circular system of tramways authorised in 1900 
should be completed before the tramway along the sea front was pro- 
ceeded with. The Committee decided to strike out that portion of 
the Bill relating to the new tramways, and only to allow that part 
to go forward relating to the extension of time asked for in con- 
nection with those lines authorised in 1900. | 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLANDS Tramway BILL. 


Lonp Mostey presided on 20th inst. over the Standing Orders: 


Committee of the House of Lords, when the Birmingbam and 
Midlands Tramway Bill, which had failed to pass the Examiner, 
was considered. It was decided that the Standing Orders be 
dispensed with, and the Bill allowed to proceed on condition of the 
consent of the Oldbury Council being produced at the hearing on 
mcrits. | 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE CORPORATION Tramways BILL. 


On 20th inst. the Standing Orders Committee of the House of Lords 
considered the above Bill, which, when before the Examiner, was 
found not to have complied with the Standing Orders. It was 
stated that the Bill provides for the extension of tramways both 
within and without the City of Newcastle, and the consent of the 
local authority had not been obtained in the case of the tramway 


‘outside the City; and accordingly that portion of the Bill would 


be withdrawn. The clause dealing with the tramways outeide the 
city were thereupon struck out, and the Committee allowed the Bill 
to proceed. i 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE Ёг®стаїс PowEB BILL. 


THE Gloucesteshire Electric Power Bill came before Mr. Jeffreys, 
the deputy chairman of Ways and Means as ап unopposed measure 
on 20th inst., and was ordered to be reported for third reading. 
The Bill incorporates the Gloucestershire Electric Power Company 
with a capital of £250,000 to supply electricity in bulk to a large 
portion of the county. Two generating stations will be erected at 
Stroud and West Dean. 


MEXBOROUGH AND SwINTON TBRAMWAYS. 


THE Standing Orders Committee have reported that Standing 
Orders ought to be dispensed with in the case of the Mexborough 
and Swinton tramways and the Bill be allowed to proceed. 


TvBE RAILWAYS. 


Тне following members of the House of Lords have been appointed 
to consider a number of the tube Bills, and the first sitting. will be 
held on April 16th:—Lord Windsor (chairman), Viscount Knute- 
ford, Marquis of Bath, Earl of Lauderdale, and Lord Zouche of 
Haryngworth. The Bills referred to them are as follows :—Charing 
Cross, Hammersmith and District Electric Railway (1 and 2), City 
and North-East Suburban Electric Railway (1 and 2), King’s Road 
Railway, King’s Road Railway (Putney Extension), North-East 
London Railway (1 and 2), Piccadilly and City Railway (1 and 2), 
West and South Junction Railway Bill, London United Railways 
Bill, Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway, and Central London 
Railway (new lines Bill). 


CROYDON AND Districr ELECTRIC Tramways BILL. 


THE Standing Order Committee of the House of Lords bave reported 
that in the case of the Croydon and District Electric Tramways 
Bill, the Standing Orders should be dispensed with, provided that 
Tramways 1, 23 and 24, be struck out of the Bill. 


RoTHESAY TRAMWAYS. 


Tue Chairman of Committees of the House of Lords, and the 
Deputy Chairman of the House of Commons, has reported with 
respect to the Rothesay Tramway (Extension) Provisional Order that 
the General Orders not complied with, ought to be dispensed with, 
and the order allowed to proceed, provided that the power to con- 
struct Tramways Nos. 1 and 2 be struck out of the order,and the 
consent of the County Council of Bute ёо во much of Tramway 
No 3 as affects the interest. of the County Council acting as Royal 
authority be proved before the Examiner. 


Garston AND DISTRICT TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC SUPPLY 

(TRANSFER) BILL. а 
Tur above Bill, which transfers to the Corporation of the City of 
Liverpool the undertaking of the Garston and District Tramways 
Company and the Garston and District Electric Supply Company, 
Limited, came before the Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means in 
the House of Commons on Thursday as an unopposed measure, and 
was ordered to be reported to the House for third reading. The 
Bill gives the Corporation of Liverpool power to borrow £136,000 
for the purchase and acquisition of the undertakings, capital 
expenditure, and working capital, and the period assigned for repay- 
ment is 30 years. 


Vol. 50. No. 1,270, Manon 28, 1902. ] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


509 


SOUTH SHIELDS AND SUNDERLAND TRAMWAYS. 


On Thursday last week the Bill of the South Shields, Sunderland 
and District Tramways Company came before the Standing Orders 
Committee of the House of Lords. 

Mr. Frere (of Messrs. Rees & Frere, Parliamentary agents), who 
appeared in support of the Bill, explained that it provided for the 
— construction of tramways between South Shields and Sunderland. 
At present there were two tramways in South Shields, which 
carried traffic from the edge of the borough into the more central 
parte near the existing tramways, which belonged to a company 
which was associated with the promoters of the present Bill. The 
Examiner had reported that Standing Orders had not been complied 
with in respect of those two tramways, because certain notices had not 
been placarded in the streets of the borough. The position was 
that the promoters had instructed their local representative to do 
this, but he had through some oversight omitted to carry out their 
instractions. They had published advertisements in the London 
Gazette and in the local papers, and in December they had served 
notices on the frontagers in the streets through which the tramways 
would pass. The Corporation were promoting a Bill for the con- 
struction of tramways in the same streets, and they had issued a 
circular in which they stated that the promoters of the present Bill 
—the British Electric Traction Company—were seeking powers to 
construct a double line along the streets. Не knew that technically 
that did not meet the requirements of the case, but he submitted 
that everybody in the street must have had fall notice of what 
was the intention of the promoters. 

Mr. SPERCHLEY, on behalf of the South Shields Corporation, 
asked their Lordships not to treat the Corporation notices ax a com- 
pliance on the part of the promoters of the Bill. Such a claim, he 
said, was perfectly astonishing. 

In the result the Committee allowed the Standing Orders to be 
dispensed witb, and the Bill will accordingly proceed. 


EXETER AND District Tramways BILL. 


Тнв Examiners having reported a non-compliance with Standing 
Orders in the case of this Bill, the object of which is to incorporate 
and confer powers on the Exeter and District Tramways Company, 
it came before the Standing Orders Committee of the House of 
Lords last Thursday, in order that it might be determined whether 
the Standing Orders should be dispensed with, and the Bill be 
allowed to proceed or not. 

On behalf of the promoters, the Parliamentary agent stated that 
the construction of the tramways in the City of Exeter had been 
abandoned, the Corporation not having given its consent to that 
portion of the Bill It was announced that the Bill would be 
allowed to proceed, with those tramways struck out. 


Ег®ствїс Ілонт PrRovisionaL ORDERS, No. 1. 


On 2ist inst, Electric Light Provisional Orders, No. 1, came before 
Mr. Campion, Examiner of Standing Orders. ‘he Bill confirme 
provisional orders made by the Board of Trade under the Electric 
Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888. The order relates to the following 
areas :— 

Edmonton,—Order to the Urban District Council of Edmonton, 
in res of the Urban District of Edmonton, in the County of 
Middlesex. 

Enfield.—Provisional order granted to the North Metropolitan 
Electric Power Distribution Company, Limited, in respect of the 
Urban District of Enfield, in the County of Middlesex. The order 
provides that the local authority may, if they think fit, within six 
months after th: expiration of the period of 16, 21, and 28 years 
from the commencement of the order, give two years’ notice in 
writing to the undertakers requiring them to sell, and upon the 
expiration of such notice the undertakers shall sell upon the fol- 
lowing terms:—The local authority shall pay to the undertakers a 
sam equal to the value of the undertaking as a going concern, regard 
being had to the profits earned by the company in the preceding 


five years, and with due allowance for depreciation, but without any ' 


addition in respect to compulsory purchase or prospective increase 
of profits. Any differences which may arise shall he settled by 
arbitration. After the expiration of 35 years, the local authority 
shall be entitled to purchase the undertaking upon the terms, and in 
the manner specified in Clause 2 of the Electric Lighting Act of 
1888. 

Tottenham, —Order granted to the Tottenham Urban District 
Council in respect to the urban district and parish of Tottenham in 
the County of Middlesex. 

Wood Grecn.— Provisional order to the Wood Green Urban 
District Council in respect to the urban district of Wood Green in 
the County of Middlesex. 

Standing Orders were found to have been complied with. 


PETITIONS. 


AMONGST the petitions which have been deposited in the Private 
Bill Office are petitions from the Lambeth Waterworks Company, 
the Wandsworth Corporation, and the Surrey County Council 
against the Croydon and District Electric Tramways; the Metro- 
politan District Railway Company, the Deptford Borough Council, 
and the Wandsworth Corporation against the L.C.C. (Tramways and 
Improvements Bill). | 


Torquay and Paignton Tramways.—On this Bill coming before 
the Examiner for proof of compliance with Standing Orders, there 
was no attendance on behalf of the promoters, and accordingly the 
Bill drops this session. It was proposed under the Bill to authorise 
the incorporation of a company with a capital of £160,000, to lay 
down and equip electric tramways in tbe Borough of Torquay and 
the Urban District of Paignton.” 

The Sheffield Corporation has deposited a petition in the House of 
ae against the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power 

ill. 

Whitechapel and Bow Railway.—The Standiog Orders Committee 
has reported that Standing Orders may be dispensed with in the 
case of the application by this company for au additional provision 
in their Bill of this session. The particulars have already been 
given in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 7 

South Wales Electrical Power Bill.—On Tuesday last week the 
South Wales Electrical Power Company came before Mr. Campion, 
the Examiner, with an application for additional provisions in their 
Bill of this session. The application was to insert the following 
new clause after Clause 9:—“The company may, by agreement 
(but not otherwise), acquire from any loca] authority or other under- 
takers to whom a provisional order under the Electric Lighting 
Acts, 1882 and 1888, shall have been granted relating to a district 
or place within the compauy's area of supply, the undertaking 
authorised by such provisional order, and any such undertakers may, 
with the approval of the Board of Trade, transfer their undertaking 
to the company on such terms and conditions as may be agreed 
upon, and in the event of the company so acquiring such under- 
taking, they shall be entitled in respect of the supply of electric 
energy to and within the district or place defined by such pro- 
visional order, to charge rates or prices not exceeding those limited 
by such pfovisional order.” It was found that the necessary 
Standing Orders had not been complied with, and accordingly the 
Bill will go to the Standing Orders Committee to deal with. 

Croydon and District Electric Tramways.—The Standing Orders 
Committee report that in the case of the Croydon and District 
Electric Tramways Bill Stauding Orders should be dispensed witb, 
and the parties be permitted to proceed with their Bill provided 
that the powers to construct Tramways Nos. 1, 23 and 24 be struck 
out. Tramway 1 was to have commenced at Merton Road, Tooting 
Graveney, by & junction with the L C.C. tramways, and terminate 
in the Mitcham Road by a junction with the light railway proposed 
to be authorised by the Mitcham Ligbt Railway Order, 1901. 
Tramway 23 would have commenced at Red House Road, Penge, 
and terminated af the Lewisham boundary. Tramway 24 joined on 
to Tramway 23 and terminated in Sydenham Rond. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrica] Wares Exported, 
Wasz ssDING MAB. 19TH, 1901. Wan вира Maz, 18TH, 1902. 


Adelaide T . Value £46 Adelaide. Teleph. cable Value £274 
» Teleg. cable .. . . 27,000 Alexandria "M e Ае 91 
A Teleg. mat. Р ЕЗ Amsterdam.. 180 
" Teleg. wire. 890 Barcelona 17 
Amsterdam .. ee vis . 16 Beira. Teleg. mat. 2,229 
Auckland  .. Ms is .. 100 Bombay ; ae 458 
Bombay T M "m .. 82 Bremen  .. e T oe 0195 
Brisbane, Teleg. cable.. 274 Buenos Ayres. Teleg, mat. .. 80 
Buenos Ayres x3 isi af 84 Calcutta .. E En .. 150 
Calcutta e ae as . . 1.685 Cape Town.. ee a .. 460 
T Teleg. cable .. .. 725 Christohurch T Р d 2] 
" Teleph. cable.. .. 195 Colombo es T" 2а 90 
" Teleg. wire. . 116 Constantinople .. v 6 2:3 
Cape Town .. се we .. 758 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire .. 107 
Colombo zs sj oe 14 Durban oe T" si .. 241 
Cologne. Teleg. cable  .. 1,102 ^ East London né uf ve `9] 
Copenhagen. ‘Teleg wire ^ 18 Fremantle .. ВЕ T бз 56 
Demerara .. A is .. 316 $5 Teleph. mat. . .. 278 
" Teleg. mat .. T 82 Gibraltar 855 T . 250 
Durban oe " oe ee 154 Halifax 85 
ir Teleg. wire. 363 Hong Kong.. 192 
Flushing ... `.. ve +s 25 Melbourne. - "E .. 461 
Gibraltar. Submarine cable . . 1.750 , Nagasaki .. sis dix . 290 
Kobe. Teleg. cable xs .. 8,650 Otago.. ae ee . 120 
Malta. Teleg. cable . . 1,750 | Paris.. 30 
Melbourne .. ve à . . 1,944 Perth.. és 890 
v Teleg. mat. 44 | Port Elizabeth 21 
Nagasaki "T ө» 747 Shanghai ie ere: an 48 
Ostend 25 | ji Teleg. wire .. . 119 
Penang 18 Sydney T "n Ps . 1023 
Perth.. es 180 | 8 Teleg. wire ws . . 1,390 
Port Chalmers T . 126 Wellington. T — 425 
Port Said sis T e 15 , 
Rockhampton T ve .. 7054 | 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat. .. 84 . 
San Sebastian T" T E 85 | 
Shanghai. Si oe es 311 | 
Singapore .. - 23 eS S06 ' 
T Teleg. mat. .. . 846 | 
Sydney ... ... “з 409, 
Wellington .. .. x . 28б 
Yokohama .. д за .. 466 | 
Total oe £51,209 ' Total ae 29, 275 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Gothenburg. Teleph.apprts. Value £15 | 


American Exports. — Returns just issued show that 
during last year the value of the electrical machinery exported 
from the, United States reached a total of £1,124,683, as compared 
with £1,057,245 in 1900. | 
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Association of Engineers-in-Charge.—The seventh 
annual dinner of this Association took place on Saturday last, 22nd, 
under the presidency of Mr. Maurice Fitzmaurice, M.I.C.E., the 
recently appointed chief engineer to the London County Council. 
There was a very large attendance, and a pleasant evening was 
spent. The speakers, in addition to the chairman, were Messrs. 
Т. W. Hatch, A. M. I. C. E., and W. C. Clifford-Smith, II. I. C. E. 
vice-presidents of the Association), A. Davey (hon. sec.), J. Cox, 
(Sborsditch Borough Council) and T. Ald worth (chairman of the 
Association). The last-named gentleman, speaking of international 
competition, related that he once asked an American how his 
country was enabled to compete so successfully with our own; and 
he said that it was by paying twice as much in wages, and thereby 
getting three times the output. A German, when asked the same 
question as to German competition, explained that it was owing to 
the fact that in his country the workman was paid only half what 
the British operative received ! 


. 


Auction Sales.—Particulars appear in our business 
pages to-day of two auction sales which are to be conducted by 
Messrs. P. Huddleston & Co. on April 4th and 8th. At Plumstead 
electrical and other plant is to be disposed of, and at Limehouse 
leasehold premises with machinery, stock-in-trado, and plant at 
Burdett Works (motor car building) will be offered. 

Messrs. Morris & Place on April 16th will conduct a sale at Not- 
tingham of certain engineering works. Full details of the plant 
and equipment are given in our advertisements. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— Under the failure of John 
H. Redgrave, electrical engineer, Regent House, Regent Street, 
W., and New Barnet, the adjourned meeting of creditors was held 
on Monday at the London Bankruptcy Court before Mr. C. A. Pope, 
assistant receiver. Full particulars of the case have already 
appeared in these columns, and it will be .remembered that the 


debtor is wanted by the police in connection with a charge of 


obtaining money by fraud, but his arrest had not yet been effected. 
A resolution was passed for Mr. Alfred Bevis, 114, Union Court, 
Old Broad Street, E.C., to act as trustee, and administer the estate 
in bankruptcy, assisted by the following committee of inspection :— 
Mr. Manton (representing Mr. Cridland, the petitioning creditor), 
Mr. Downing and Mr. G. B. Barnes. The trustee's bond was 
recommended at £1,000, the assets being stated to consist of bank 
balances, household furniture and wine. The pioofs tendered by 
creditors amounted to £5,000. 

Notice of a first and final dividend of 54d. in the £ is given in 
the case of W. V. Scott, electrical engineer, Shaftesbury Road, Hast 
Hammersmith. 


Liquidation. — A meeting of the Roller Bearings 
Company will be held on Thursday, April 24th, at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., to hear an account of the liquidation proceedings 
from Mr, F. L. Fisher, the liquidator. 


The Case of Charles Bright.—Charles Bright, of 
Buenos Ayres, again appeared on 20th inst. on the charge of 
having, with intent to defraud his creditors, concealed a large 
number of shares in Charles Bright & Co., Limited, and Bright's 
Light and Power Company, Limited. The defendant Bright read 
a lengthy statement, in which he said the case would be at an end 
if he proved that the shares in question did not belong to him. In 
the years 1890 and 1891, having been very ill for some time, his 
friends advanced him money with which to start business. He went 
to the Argentine Republic, where he constructed the first electrical 
tramway. In the first year he cleared £50,000, and in the second 
made a fortune of £100,000. He proceeded to repay what had been 
lent him, for which he was thrust into prison on arriving in 
England in 1902. The prosecution accused him of being a 
company promoter, whereas, as à matter of fact, he was a victim of 
promoters, who bad brought the present charges against him to 
prevent him from prosecuting them. He had sworn that he was 
worth between £300,000 and £400,000 in Buenos Ayres, but that 
did not prevent an affidavit from being filed stating that in his 
public examination he had declared that he had no assets whatever. 
As a matter of fact, he did not know even now what shares he was 
charged with stealing. He characterised this as a malicious 
prosecution, and said there was not a jot of evidence against him of 
any intent to defraud. His books spoke for themselves, and proved 
the very opposite to the theories which the prosecution had 
attempted to establish. He further alleged (says the Times report) 
that his bankruptcy had been brought about by false statements. 
Mr. Alderman Smallman again adjourned the case. 


Catalogues.—The Electric Welding Company, Limited, 
of 28, Basinghall Street, E.C., have brought out a new catalogue of 
electric welding machines and apparatus (Thomson process) for 
welding, tempering, annealing, brazing, forging and shaping metals. 
The advantages of the process are detailed, and some notes are 
given of industries in which it may be successfully applied. A 
number of interesting letters from users are printed, showing 
results which have been obtained with the Thomson apparatus. 

The Liverpool Electric Cable Company have published a new 
price list of their electric wires and cables. The tabulated matter 
is very clearly arranged, the general details being printed in a 
bright blue colour, and the prices neatly brought out in red. The 
catalogue will be of service to users and purchasers of wires, cables, 
jointing materials, and во on. The patent Clincher cable clip is 
described. 

From the Klein Engineering Company, Limited, of 94, Market 
Street, Manchester, we have received a number of illustrated lists 
and catalogues of their specialities, including vacuum pumps, air 
compressors, condensing planta, and cooling towers. There is а 
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large number of excellent illustrations, and a list of places and 
firms for which Klein's plant has been supplied., We learn that 
this company has received an order from the Manchester Corpora- 
tion for a battery of fonr water cooling towers, to deal with the 
water for condensing 120,000 Ibs. of steam per hour, the same being 
the largest of three orders into which the Corporation decided to 
divide the lot of 10 towers required for their Stuart Street elec- 
tricity station. The same firm have during the present year 
reccived orders for tondensing and water cooling plants to deal 
with about 600,000 lbs. per hour, in which are included the follow- 
ing :—Manchester Corporation electricity station, 120,000 lbs. per 
hour; Mexican Gas and Electric Supply Company, 110,000 Ibs. per 
hour; Bolekow, Vaughan & Co. (steel works), 90,000 Ibs. per hour; 
South Lancashire Electric Tramways Company, 45,000 lbs. per 
hour; Bournemouth Corporation electricity station, 33,000 Ibs. per 
hour; Bolton Textile Mill Company, Limited (cotton mill), 
30,000 lbs. per hour; Fletcher, Burrows & Co. (colliery), 20,000 lbs. 
per hour. We understand that within about three years the com- 
pany has turned out condensing and cooling plants for dealing with 
1,500,000 1bs. of steam per hour, and it hardly needs to be said that 
engineers generally in this country are appreciating more than ever 
before the importance of condensing. 

Messrs. Mavor & Coulson, Limited, of Glasgow, have placed before 
us a beautifully got-up catalogue, with art paper, and illustrations 
describing very fully the electric bar coal-cutting machines (Hurd's 
patent) A comparison of bar with disc machines is included. 

The Lahmeyer Electrical Company, Limited, has issued a пет 
list, No. 14, of electrically-driven portable drills. Several illustra- 
tions show drills in operation, and sectional drawings detail their 
construction. 

Messrs. О. Berend & Co, Limited, have sent us copies of their 
new trade price liste, No. 26, Sections I. and II., which refer fully 
to Hartmann & Braun's electro-magnetic instruments (switchboard 
pattern), also the H. and M. moving-coil instruments. Both lists 
are well illustrated. 


Charges of Stealing.—We are informed that on 21st 
inst. at the Westminster Police Court, a wireman, named Stuart, 
and a labourer, named Vince, were charged with baving stolen 
14 cwt. of old lead-covered wires from St. Matthew’s Church, 
Westminster, the property of Messrs. Eastlakes, Limited, of Cowley 
Street, Westminster. The prisoners admitted taking the material, 
and were fined £5 or in default one month's imprisonment. 


The Flame Are Lamp.— The Union Electric Company, 
Limited, of 151, Qucen Victoria Street, E.C., have sent us a 
pamphlet, No. 1,454, briefly descriptive of this lamp, which they 
are now, after extensive practical trials, putting on the market. 
The following figures of tests have been supplied to us to demon- 
strate the incrcased candle-power of the direct-current lamp:— 


Frame Lawr. Orrw Anc LAMP. 


Amperes. Mean г.и, Amperes. Mean c р. 
7 ‚3: 1 610 
9 1.700 ‚ 9 , R95 
12 2,125 а 14 1,865 


The alternating-current lamp tests were as follow :— 


Frame amr, OPEN Anc ШАМ. 


Amperes, Mean с.р. Amperes Mean c.r. 
12 1,064 12 410 
15 1,554 15 550 
18 1.853 18 680 


The open arc was taken for comparison owing to its higher efficiency 
than the enclosed. The voltages of the lamps are approximately 
the same in each case, in fact, we understand that the watt-con- 
sumption was identical. The candle-power is the mean hemi- 
spherical in Hefner candles. The light is difficult to describe—it is 
not the steel-white of an open arc, пог the yellow colour of some 
metallic arcs, but a light somewhere between, that gives a cheerful 
appearance to its surroundings. The lamp is of a special internal 
and external construction ; it is claimed that, owing to the flame 
arc, the entire globe appears radiant. We recently inspected the 
lamp, and we shall deal with it more fully later. 


Boiler Test.—We have received some interesting 
particulars of a test recently made at the Belfast Corporation Elec- 
tricity Works, on a Babcock & Wilcox water-tube boiler fitted with 
the “ Bennis " stoker and self-cleaning compressed air furnace. The 
results were briefly as follows :— 


Duration of trial ee ©; ee 
Calorific value of coal by calorimeter .. 14,049 B.Th.U. per Ib. 
Heating surface of boiler.. se Sa .. 4,228 вд. ft. 

Grate surface es eo чя “= oe .. 50 aq. ft. 

Ratio of heating to grate surface ii - os R46: 1. 

Steam pressure by gauge (average) . oe us 
Average temperature of superheated steam leaving 


. 9! hours, 


161:4 lbs. per sq. in. 


boiler 2 E T ex ws а 25 F 
Number of degrees F. of superheat . ei oe Lod 
Feed-water temperature (average) .. 66% F. 
Total fuel burnt ы» be = . 9,243 lbs. 
Fuel burnt per sq. ft. of grate per hour 85:2 lbs. 


Percentage of carbonic acid in flue gases leaving 


boiler (average) ws ae 14°5 per cent. 


Actual conditions From and at 212 Е, 


Total water evaporated .. 92,000 Ibs. 110,565-6 lbs. 
Water evaporated per hour 17,523:8 lbs. 21,060°1 lbs. 
Water evaporated per sq. ft. of 

boiler heating surface per hour 4°14 lbs. 498 Ibs. 
Water evaporated per lb. of coal 9:95 lbs. 1196 Ibs. 


Thermal etticiency of boilers with Bennis stoker and furnace 8223 per cent. 
Thermal ‘i Е h including superheat 8746 n 
The results speak for themselves. The remarkably high efficiency, 
combined with the very rapid evaporation, constitutes, we believe, 
an entirely new record, highly creditable to both Messrs. Babcock 
and Wilcox, and Messr-. Bennis & Co., Limited. 
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Electric Pumping Plant at Eldon Colliery.— 
Messrs. Ernest Scott & Mountain, Limited, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
have recently completed an electric pumping plant for the South 
Durham Coal Company for their Eldon Colliery, this plant being 
one of the largest of its type in the kingdom. The plant consists 
of a compound coupled horizontal engine, with high pressure 
cylinder 18 in., low pressure cylinder 30 in., by 40 in. stroke, 
running at 80 revolutions per minute, and capable of giving 
440 т.н.Р. with a steam pressure of 100 lbs. per eq. in. This engine 


is used for driving the pumps at present installed, and has sufficient 


capacity for driving a third set of pumps which it is proposed to 
place at the 600 ft. level, and also the dynamos for working the 
coal-cutting machines. The engine drives by cotton ropes on fo a 
"Scott & Mountain” over-compounded multipolar generator of 
their latest type, the machine being constructed to give ap output 
of 220 kw. at an E.M.F. of 500 volta on open circuit, or 550 volts 
at full load when running at a speed of 400 revolutions per 
minute. The dynamo is fitted with an extended bedplate with outer 
bearing, the pulley shaft being independent from the armature 
shaft and coupled by turned steel bolts. The current from the 
dynamo is taken to a main switchboard, on which the usual instru- 
ments are fitted, i.c, amperemeter and voltmeter, also an overload 
circuit breaker and shunt regulator. The generating 
machinery is placed at the Harry pit, the current being 
taken to the John Henry pit, a distance of half a mile, 
by overhead conductors consisting of four cables, each 
composed of 19 wires No. 11 S. W. G. run on poles with 
insulators. At tbis point it is taken down the shaft 
through heavily insulated and armoured cables to the 
pump room, the length of the shaft cables being 150 
yards each. In the pump room there are two sets of 
the firm's tbree-throw ram pumps with rams 11 in. 
diameter by 18 in. stroke, each pump delivering 500 
gallons per minute, or collectively 1,000 gallons, 
against a head of about 400 ft. whén running at a 
speed of from 27 to 28 revolutions per minute. The 
pumps are of the firm’s latest design, with gun-metal 
rams, independent pump. barrels, valve boxes and con- 
necting pipes. The two motors are each of Scott and 
Mountain's four-pole type, with extended bedplates [ 
capable of developing 120 effective H.P. each at a | 


speed of about 450 revolutions per minute. These кч: 


motors drive by cotton ropes on to the pumps, which 
system of driving takes all jar off the motor arma- 
ture. The plant has now been constantly at work for 
over two months, and we learn that in order to prove 
the efficiency an exhaustive set of tests have been 
made with the following satisfactory results: One 
boiler, 30 ft. long by 7 ft. diameter, of the Lancashire 
type, was easily capable of supplying steam to 
the engines when driving the two sets of pumps to their full 
capacity, and the coal consumption was 906 lbs. per hour, the coal 
being of ordinary quality. The pumps delivered 64:8 gallons of 
water against a head of about 40) ft. per lb. of coal used in the 
boilers. The efficiency between the actual electrical output at the 
dynamo terminals aud the horse-power in the water pumped, the 
pumps being a distance of 1,000 yards from the generator, was 727 
per cent. The efficiency between the electrical horse-power 
at the motor terminals and the actual horse-power in the 
water pumped was 77:4 per cent. The efficiency of the motors 
was 91 per cent. The efliciency of the pumps, i.e., the difference 
between the actual horse-power applied at the motor shaft and the 
horse-power in the water delivered, was 85 per cent. The high 
efficiency of the pumps is due no doubt to their low speed, and 
also to the use of machine-cut gearing throughout and the very 
large valves used, but although this efficiency is high, no 
doubt a still higher efficiency would be obtained against greater 
heads. 


Hiko.— This is an American commutator composition, 
sold by the Electrical Appliances Syndicate, Limited, Liverpool. 
We have had it tested for some time on commutators, and learn 
that it is very useful for cleaning them—the principal property 
claimed for it by the makers. It is a non-conductor, and is said to 
be equally effective with copper and carbon brushes. 


Trade Announcements.—We are informed that the 
Troquois Macbine Company has just been incorporated as a New 
York company to manufacture new and improved wire-drawing 
machinery, which, it is claimed, will materially reduce the cost of 

-producing wire. They will also manufacture a full line of auto- 
matic and plain drop hammers, swaging machines, rolling mills, 
roller bearings, and grinding machines. They have purchased the 
plant and business of the Univereal Machine Company, located at 
Providence. 

Messrs. De Puydt & Poncin, of Marion Street, Birkenhead, ask 
us to state that their Birkenhead office and a portion of the works 
baving been destroyed by fire, they will be glad if firms with whom 
they have had business relations will send duplicate copies of their 
catalogues, &c. 

Mesers. Easton & Co., Limited, announce that, having now com- 
pleted the reorganisation of their electric and hydraulic lift depart- 
ment, they have placed the sales branch in charge of Mr. 
P. Ibboteon Unwin, who bas had great experience with this class of 
work, and they are now in a position to supply not only the large- 
sized lifts which have always been a feature with them, but also 
for small lifts suitable for hotels, offices, private houses, &c. 

Messrs. Ernest Scott & Mountain, Limited, of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, notify that their works will be closed from Thursday night, 


28th inst, until Wednesday morning, April 2nd, for Easter 
holidays. . 


Electrically-Driven Compressors.—Messrs. Reavell 
and Co., Limited, of Ipswich, have issued circulars describing their 
small compressors. The electrically-driven type is being supplied 
to electric lighting and power stations. It is of the patented duplex 
type, and has acapacity of 18 cub. ft. of free air per minute. It is 


driven by a motor of the enclosed type, of 1$ to 2 н.р., depending 
on the delivery pressure. The frame of the compressor is designed 


E.LECTRICALLY-DRIVEN COMPRESSOR. 


во as to form an air reservoir, and is fitted with relief valve, drain 
cock, and outlet connection screwed lin. gas. The base of the 
compressor is extended to carry the motor, which runs at about 


1,230 revolutions per minute, and drives the compressor at 400 


revolutions per minute through gear-wheels, the pinion being of 
raw hide, and the spur-wheel of cast-iron, machined from a solid 
blank. The gears are protected by a neat planished steel case. The 
motors are supplied to suit any desired voltage. The machine is 
designed for delivery pressures up to 30 lbs. per sq. in., and is 
usually worked at 15 to 20 lbs. pressure. 


The Keighley Lamp Pillar and Switeh.—The 
Keighley Electrical Engineering Company, Limited, of Vulcan 
Works, Keighley, are manufacturing a lamp pillar switch on a new 


- 


FIG. 1. 


principle for incandescentstreetlighting. It isa water-tight quick- 
break double-pole switch combined with & double-pole fuse, and it 
is said to be impossible for any arcing to take place inside the 


N 
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switch. Perfect insulation of the switch parts and case is claimed. 
For renewing the fuse, the switchblock, which carries the fuses, is 


withdrawn from the case entirely, thus assuring absolute safety to . 


the attendant and impossibility of short circuit between terminals 
inside the switch. We learn that the switches have been tested 
up to 10 times their normal capacity on short circuit without the 


-ær 


Fie. 3. 
slightest injury. Fig. 1 gives a general idea of the appearance of 


the switch; fig. 2 shows it fixed in position; and fig. 3 illustrates 
the parts. 


The 0.K. Meter.—We illustrate herewith the type O.K. 
ampere-hour meter of the B.T.H. Co. for continuous current 
circuite. The makers have introduced this meter to meet the 
demand for an inexpensive ampere-hour meter of small capacity 
and great accuracy. It is constructed for use on two and three- 
wire continaous-current circuits only, and for capacities of 
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15 amperes and under. The registering mechanism of the O.K. 
meter is so adjusted as to be read directly in Kw.-hours on the 
usual dial, the volts on the circuit averaging the number 
stamped on the nameplate. The armature or movable part is 
made as light as possible, so as to reduce to a minimum the 
wear оп the bearing jewel and pivot. The meter is said to be 
practically independent of temperature variation. The meter 
is entirely enclosed in a dust-proof cover, and all parts are 


protected from mechanical injury. The cover is arranged in 
such a manner as to permit of connections being made and sealed 
without exposing the measuring mechanism. All parts are properly 
insulated, so that the danger from a ground is eliminated. There is 
approximately one-half a volt drop due to the instrument resist- 
auce with fall load, and so the loss of energy from this source is 
negligible. The motor starts with 1 per cent. of the full load 
curren’ or less, thus ensuring a high degree of accuracy on the 
smallest loads (one 5-c.p. lamp) which the instrument is expected 
to record. The O.K. ampere-hour meters are manufactured for 
use on constant potential continuous current two and three-wire 
circuits, in capacities of 1, 2, 3, 5, 10 and 15 amperes for any 
required voltage. 


The Airedale Patent Heater.— This new heater, 
though not yet in use in electrical stations, is becoming known 
amongst some of the best electrical contractors, and several 
plants are now being put forward in various tenders. We learn, 
however, that every plant which has been supplied has given entire 
satisfaction, and one special instance which may be cited is the 
Birmingham Corporation’s Rubery Asylum, where a 500-gallon size 
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THE “AIREDALE” PATENT HEATER. 


was supplied some nine months since. The Airedale heater is 
claimed to be a very effective type, and it is made by Mr. John 
Barrett, of Eastburn Foundry, Crosshills, Keighley, the apparatus 
being constructed in accordance with the patent of Mr. G. Green. 
The construction of the apparatus is clearly shown in the accom- 
panying illustration. Thesupply of exhanst steam enters the vessel 
at the top into a dome-shaped chamber, from whence it passes 
downwards through a series of straight solid drawn brass 
tubes into a chamber at the bottom before escaping into 
the atmosphere or passing forward to the condenser. This 
dome-shaped chamber and the tubes are contained in an oater 
vessel, through which the feed water circulates, entering at the 
bottom and leaving at the top, so as (о move in a direction opposite 
to the flow of the steam. In orderto ensure perfect freedom for the 


\ 
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expansion and contraction of the tubes, and thus avoid the risk of 
lea. which occurs when the tubes are held rigidly between two 
tube plates, the whole of the tubes and dome-shaped chamber at the 
top, to which they are attached, are perfectly free to move at their 
upper end. This is effected by means of a short neck at the top of 
the dome chamber, which slides freely in a gland (as shown in the 
illustration), this gland being packed with an elastic packing which, 
while allowing freedom for the variation of the length of the tubes 
owing to expansion and contraction, forms a steam and water-tight 
joint. The special feature of the heater, however, consists of a 
patent spiral deflector which is inserted within each tube, and 
which is indicated in the illustration by the one shown in section. 
By the aid of this deflector, the core of steam passing through the 
tube is compelled to acquire a rotary motion at great velocity, which, 
owing to the centrifugal force, throws the steam into close contact 
with the surface of the tube, sweeping from the surface the drops of 
condensed steam which naturally collect on the interior of the tubes 
as а result of the heat abstracted by the feed. This permits of a 
rapid transfer of heat from the steam to the water, and it has been 
found that a tube fitted by a deflector in this way shows an 
efficiency twice as great as a plain tube without the deflector. In 
other words, a tube 2 ft. long fitted with the deflector will transmit 
the same amount of heat in a given time as a similar tube 
4 ft. long without the deflector. The following particulars have 
been furnished of a test which were made some time since, and 
which will serve to illustrate the difference in question. The test 
was made upon an actual heater designed with sufficient heating 
surface (as is allowed in ordinary practice) to heat 200 gallons per 
hour to about 200° F. when working with ordinary straight tubes 
without deflectors. The heater shell in both cases was filled with 
water at 70° F., then steam was supplied through a j-in. pipe at 
212° F. at equal velocity in each test, and the temperature of the 
water in each case was as follows :— i 


Without deflectors. 

Temp. at start 70° F. 
Temp. in 184 minutes 180 F. 
Temp. in 211 minutes 190 F, 
Temp. in 28$ minutes 200^ F. 


With deflectors. 
Teinp. at start 70° F. 
Temp. in 2} minutes 180 Е. 
Temp. in 8 minutes 190° F. 
Temp. in 5 minutes 200° F. 


The temperature in each case was taken at the surface of the water 
in the shell, and all the steam was condensed in the tubes when the 
deflectors were used, whereas when deflectors were not fitted a 
great portion of the steam passed through the tubes without in any 
way heating the water. The above experiment is claimed to show 
that such an apparatus is more compact, and relatively more effi- 
cient, than is possible with a heater with plain tube surface. In 
fact, the test apparatus designed for 200 gallons with plain tubes 
was put down some 15 months since at the works of Messrs. John 
White & Son, Limited, curriers, of Bingley, Yorks., under guarantee 
that, with the deflectors fitted, it would heat 400 gallons of water 
per hour, and this, we understand, it continues to do to this day, 
heating the water to а temperature of 203° Е. after passing through 
about 30 ft. of 14-іп. pipe uncovered, whilst indicator diagrams 
show that no appreciable back pressure is put upon the engine. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Arbroath.—A large private electric power plant has been 
put down by Messrs. Andrew Lowson, Limited, to drive their flax- 
spinning mills, the generating plant, supplied by the British 
Schuckert Electric Company, having a capacity of 1,000 H.P. 

The power station consiste of three Lancashire boilers by Messrs. 
J. Carmichael & Co., Limited, Dundee, supplying steam at 160 lbs. 
pronus The engine is by Messrs. Willans & Robinson, Limited, 

ugby, and is of the three-crank compound type, running 
at 270 revolutions per minute. The work has been done 
under the supervision of Mr. R. D. Munro, Glasgow. 


Aston.—The D.C. has considered the tenders for the 
erection of a generating station and cables, and has accepted those 
of various electrical firms, representing in the aggregate the sum of 
£62,970. E | 


Blackburn.—The Corporation was last week fined 
40s. and costs on a prosecution of the borough medical officer, for 
allowing the chimney of its electricity works to emit black smoke. 


Bristol.—A report is before the T.C. recommending the 
extension of the public electric lighting by means of 366 arc lamps, 
costing £14 10s. per lamp per annum. If these are installed, 
however, tbe Electrica] Committee undertakes to reduce the price 
charged for 310 existing arc lamps by £2 each; deducting also the 
cost of gas for 505 gas lamps replaced, the net increase in expendi- 
ture amounts to £2,783 per annum. 


Brighton.—On the advice of Mr. Wright, the consult- 
ing electrical engineer, who stated that the tramway plant was 
fully loaded and at times considerably overloaded, the Corporation 
has decided to double the present capacity by installing a 325-K w. 


battery, which willbe of permanent use when the Southwick supply 
is available. Application will be made to the L.G.B. for sanction 
to borrow £5,500 for the purpose. | 


The resident electrical engineer (Mr. Christie) has asked the Council's 
approval to the following aunual rentals for the hiring out of motors. 
The figures are based on approximately 15 per cent. of the total 
cost of the motors, and larger motors would be quoted for on the 
same basis :— 


Annual rental for standard motors payable 


H.P quarterly in advance. 
1 ee ee ee ee es. ee £1 15 0 
1 ee 2 as ee ° о о ё 2 5 0 
5 oe EU es oe oe oe 6 10 0 
10 oes es ee ees ә 9 ее 10 0 0 
15. ee ee °з „э oe МС _ 13 0 0 


Broughty Ferry.—The Т.С. has decided to proceed with 
the erection of an electricity works, to the plans of Mr. G. Balfour 
of Dundee. | С. 


Chatham.—The new electric cars that are just about to 
гап at Chatham and New Brompton, under the direction of the 
Chatham and District Electric Tramways Company, have arrived at 
the oar-shed, near the generating station at Luton. They were 
manufactured by Mesars. Milnes, and are double-deckers to carry 
24 passengers inside and 26 out. They have the reversed staircase. 
The generating station is not yet quite complete, but it will be in 
a few weeks. An automatic ''out-off" system, by which the 
current can be instantly interrupted in the case of a wire snapping, 
has been adopted. 


Finchley.—The U.D.C. has approved of the estimates 
prepared by the electrical engineer for electricity works as follows :— 
Buildings, £8,000; machinery, £10,600; mains, £14,150; sundries, 
£2,250 ; total, £35,000. Application is to be made to the L.G.B. 
for sanction to a loan. 


t 
1 i е 


Glasgow.—Reporting to the Electricity Committee as to 
the closing of Waterloo Street station and the purchase of additional 
plant for Pollokshaws Road station, Mr. Chamen stated that the 
Waterloo Street plant, which is represented by the present book 
value of £29,327, could be sold for £13,850. The capital expenditure 
required to replace this would be £17,937, making a net increase to 
the present capital expenditure of £4,087. The Committee recom- 
mended that the offer of Messrs. Willans & Robinson for two new 
engines of 2,400 н.р. each and dynamos for £24,074 be accepted, the 
firm to purchase certain plant at Waterloo Strect; that the 
Waterloo Street premises be discontinued as a genorating station, 
and that tenders for the remaining plant for next winter's require- 
ments be advertised for. . 


Mr. Chamen points out that the cost of wages in running 
Waterloo Street works, apart from repairs, amounts to about £2,000 
per annum. If the Waterloo Street plant were replaced by new 
plant in Pollokshaws Road station, the saving would amount to 
about £1,735 per annum. The Sub-Committee on Works recom- 
mended that an offer by Nobel’s Explosives Company, Limited, 
to purchase two steam dynamos with one spare armature and 
stop and exhaust valves for the sum of £675 be accepted. 
The original cost of this plant was £1,615, but it has been 
written down to £906. The report was adopted by the Council, and 
Mesers. Willans & Robirison's tender for the two new engines is 
to be accepted, on condition that the 11 engines and certain dynamos 
at present in Waterloo Street Station be purchased by them for 


28, O36. 


Daring the debate Bailie Maclay stated that his sub- committee 
had been conferring with the Tramways Committee, as he under- 
stood they had a considerable amount of surplus pewer, and he was 
of opinion that the two departments could help each other 
considerably. Papers and particulars regarding this matter, as 
well as the abandonment of Waterloo Street Station, would be laid 
on the table, and opportunity given for discussion before any steps 
were taken. | 


New feeders are to be laid in Abbotsford Place and South Portland 
Street. | 


Govan.—The T.C. has adopted the following scale of 
charges for the year 1901—1902:— Lighting, ordinary consumers, 
6d. per unit for the tirst hour's use of the maximum demand, and 
ld. per unit afterwards; domestic consumers, theatres, halls, &c., 
3$d. per unit; churches, 3d. per unit; stair lighting, 5-e.p., £1 58. ; 
8-о.р., £1 7s. 6d.; 16-с.р., £1 17s. 6d. per annum. Power, 14d. per 
unit. 2 | 


_ Нуе, — The Folkestone Electric Supply Company has 
taken over the Hythe Prov. Order, and will light the streets.at 3d. 
per unit. For power purposes the price is 4d. per unit, and for 
private lighting 7d. : | 


Kingston.—At a meeting of ratepayers, the extension of 
aro lighting in the main streets has been condemned, and a resolution 
was carried calling upon the T.C. to consider the whole question of 
public and private electricity supply. 
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Kiuning Park.—The electric lighting of the streets of 
this borough was inaugurated on 19th inst. The supply is obtained 
from the Glasgow Corporation electricity station at Pollokshaws 
Roa d. 


London. L. C. C.— The Council has granted an applica- 
tion from the Islington B. C. for sanction to the borrowing of 
£10,438, the balance of actual expenditure on the building of the 
Eden Grove electric lighting station over the amounts formerly 
sanctioned. 


Lowestoft,—A L.G.B. inquiry concerning the applica- 
tion of the Town Council to borrow £7,143 for works connected 
with the electric lighting undertaking was held last week before 
Mr. J. C. Pottinger, M.Inst.C.E., one of the Board's inspectors. It 
was stated that £5,700 represented a new 500-Kw. set, alterations of 
switchboard, &c., and £1,400 was for a condensing plant. Mr. G. A. 
Bruce, resident electrical engineer, stated that they had at present 
the equivalent of 10,400 8-c.P. lamps on their mains, and applica- 
tious for nearly 1,700 lamps. 


(^. Medonmisley.— The Parish Council bas resolved to light 
tbe village with electricity instead of gas, providingi satisfactory 
terms cau be arranged with the Consett Iron Company. 


Ross.—It has been definitely decided to start the Ross 
Electric Light aud Power Company, Limited ; and the tender of the 
India-rubber, Gutta-percha, and Telegraph Works Company, Limited, 
of Silvertown, for plant and machinery, bas been accepted. 


Fonthport.— The Corporation has decided to make the 
rame charge for special illuminations for the Coronation as at the 
time of the Diamond Jubilee. No matter how long the decorations 
are kept lighted, the charge will be 3d. per lamp per night up to 
12.0'clock. The Pier authorities bave agreed to take 7,500 units 
per annum at 4d. per unit. $ 


Slough.—An inquiry was held at the B. of T. last week 
in reference to an application by the Slough U. D.. for a prov. 
order to supply electricity in Slough and Datchet. 


Sutton.—The Sutton Lighting and Power Distribution 
Company, which acquired the U.D.C.'s prov. order, bas commenced 
eupplying customers, who are increasing in number daily. The 
installation includes two 300-н г. Babcock & Wilcox boilers and 
water-softening plant; the engine is of the Brush Universal type, 
and the generator, a Brush inductor alternator, is of 150-xw. 
output. A similar engine and generator is kept in reserve. The 
current is generated at 2,000 volts and transformed to 200 volts for 
distribution. Ample space is provided for doubling the whole of 
the plant, if necessary. The charge for energy is 7d. and 2d., on 
the maximum demand system. 


Spain.—The Sociedad Minera de Mercadal has lately 
put down an electric power plant at its iron ore and calamine 
mines near Torrelavega, Spain. The water-power of a fall on the 
River Besaya is utilised, the power generated being used to drive 
the ore-wsshing plant and for the operation of three electric 
locomotives, which are at present hauling about 1,000 tons of ore 
per day. | { 

A project is under consideration to put down a plant to utilise a 
waterfall about 10 kilometres from Ferrol, in the generation of 
electric energy for lighting purposes in the town and" arsenal of 
Ferrol. 


Sudbury.— The T.C. has decided to proceed with the 
electric lighting of the town at a cost not to exceed £12,000. Mr. 
W. C. C. Hawtayne is the consulting engineer. 


Whitehead (Co. Antrim).—4At a public meeting of the 
- ratepayers of Whitehead on 17th inst., steps were taken to promote 
a limited company for the purpose of lighting the.town with elec- 
tricity. A committee was appointed to take charge cf the matter. 
Whitehead is a rising town on Belfast Lough, about eight miles 
from Belfast. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Birkdale.— On Friday evening (2Ist) the D.C. gave 
their consent to a recommendation that the Southport Tramways 
Company should be empowered to take electric power from the 
Southport Corporation for traction purposes. A trial run will take 
place over the line from Lalworth Road to Birkdale Station, and the 
Board of Trade inspection was to take place on Wednesday 26th). 
The supply of power from the Southport Corporation will be con- 
tinued till June З th, when it is anticipated the generating station 
n Shaftesbury Road will be able to supply. 


Bournemouth,— On 10th iust. a light railways inquiry 
was held at Bournemouth respecting tbe application of the Poole 
aud District E.T. Company for an order for an extension of their 
existing line from Bourne Valley Pottery through Parkestone proper 
to the junction at Brown Bottom Corner. Mr. S. Morse, for the 
promoters, said that the line would be 1 mile 6 furlongs long, and 
on a3 ft. 6 in. gauge, worked on the trolley system. Road widen- 
ings are proposed at three places. Evidence having been given in 
support of the scheue, voice was given tu the opposition of the 
railway companies ard of property owncrs. 


Bridlington.—The B. of T. has granted an extension for 
six months of the order for the Bridlington and Flamborough Light 
Railway, on condition that the promoters at the end of six months 
are able to carry out the order. Я 

Canada. — The largest electric railway project yet 
launched in Canada was sanctioned by the Railway Committee of 
the Ontario Legislature when the Cornwall and Toronto Bill, 
providing for the building of a line along the lake front from Corn- 
wall to Toronto, came up for consideration. The company proposes 
to build a trunk line 350 miles long, and branches at various pointe, 
including one from Brockville to Ottawa as far as 30 miles back 
from the main line. 


Carshalton.—The U.D.C. is supporting the B. E. T. 
Company's tramway scheme on the various grounds of cleanliness, 
reduced rates, and improved roads. 


Dundee.—The Tramway Committee has resolved to 
expend £9,000 on the extension of the electrical station. ` 


Isle of Man.—It is reported at Liverpool that a new 
company will shortly be placed before the public, formed for the 
purpose of taking over the electric tramways between Douglas and 
Laxey, Ramsey, and Snaefell. Mr. Ernest Schenk, of London, will 
be the managing director. 


Liverpool.—A Coroner's inquiry took place at Liver- 
pool on Saturday, respecting the death of a child named Welch, 
aged six years, who was knocked down by а tramcar and killed 
when crossing the road in Heyworth Street on the previous 
Thuraday evening. Mr. R. C. Bellamy, general manager of the 
Liverpool electric tramways, who was called with other witnesses, 
stated that the life guard on the car was of the kind known as the 
“shelf” guard. It was composed of wire netting, so arranged as to 
lift obstructions off the track. It had been found a very effective 
guard. That was the first accident of tbe kind which there had 
been since May of last ycar, and during the time, guards of that 
class had proved effective in 31 cases in which persons had been 
saved from injury or destruction by means of it. The Coroner 
remarked that the car was liable to jump, and asked if that would 
not raise the front of the lifecuard, and allow the child to fall 
underneath. Mr. Bellamy replied that it was 80. That was one 
objection to the guard, and the Tramways Committee had decided 
to change it. A hundred of the cars were now fitted with what 
was known as the “plough” guard, and the fitting of another 
hundred cars with the guard was proceeding. In his judgment, 
witness believed that any guard designed for picking up a body 
would fail occasionally. He thought the plough the best, for with 
it, it would be impossible for anyone to get into the position in 
which the child had got. The plough would clear any obstruction 
from the track; at the same time the ''shelf" guard bad been 
approved by the Board of Trade. Since the accident in May last, 
the Liverpool electric tramways had carried nearly 90 millions of 
passengers with а mileage of nine millions, without any accident of 
the kind occurring. The jury returned a verdict of ‘ Accidental 
death.” They exonerated the driver from blame, and recommended 
that the “shelf” style of lifeguards should be speedily superseded 
on all cars. 


Middlesex.— Last week an inquiry was held by the 
Light Railway Commissioners at Hounslow into an application by 
the London United Tramways, Limited, for certain additional lines 
in Middlesex. The proposed lines would form a north and south 
connection between the points of the main trunk lines of electric 
tramways radiating from Shepherd’s Bush and Hammersmith, join- 
ing up Southall, Hounslow, Twickenham, and Hampton, and giving 
access to Sunbury and Hampton Court. Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., 
who appeared for the promoters, said, says the Times, that the lines 
mentioned were struck out of a scheme submitted by the promoters 
last year in order that more complete estimates might be prepared 
as to the additional.widenings. But the local authorities whose 
districts were traversed now refused to be bound by the agreements 
of last year, and demanded much additional expenditure on im- 
provements, and the Middlesex County Council also demanded that 
the roads should be made 50 ft. wide throughout. In these circum- 
stances the promoters must withdraw the Southall to Hounslow and 
Sunbury to Hampton lines, as the average cost per mile would be 
£75,000, which was quite prohibitive for tramways through rural 
districts. These sections of the line were therefore withdrawn. 
The connection of the Hounslow and Twickenham lines with Sun- 
bury and Kempton Park was sanctioned, subject to the approval of 
the Board of Trade. 


Middleton.— Major Druitt and Mr. Trotter made a 
B. of. T. inspection of the Middleton and Chadderton tramways, 
owned by the B.E.T. Company, on Friday last. The whole length 
of the company's line in the Chadderton and Middleton townships 
is a little over х miles. The inspectors expressed satisfaction with 
the undertaking. . 


Royton.—The D.C. and the Crompton D.C., who аге 
acting jointly with respect to their electricity and tramway 
schemes, have appointed Mr. R. P. Wilson, of Westminster, as their 
engineer. - 

Mr. More, jun., C.E., of Edinburgh, has been appointed to make 
a valuation of the Bury, Rochdale and Oldham Steam Tramway 
Company’s undertaking with the idea of purchase. The company’s 
trams run through the Royton district, and the D.C. have 820 y 
obtaiued the uecessary powers for the construction of electric tram- 
wuys Within the township. 
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Wallasey. — The second and third routes of the 
Wallasey electric tramways were opened on Wednesday last week 
by Mr. W. G. Ellery, chairman of the District Council, and -the 
members of the Council. At the luncheon which followed, Dr. 
Napier, chairman of the Tramways Committee, said that Mr. Ellery 
had laid the first rail of the system on June 24th last, so they had 
completed most of the system well within nine months, and three 
weeks earlier than the stipulated time. The whole of the track had 
been laid by the Council, and this had saved а great deal both in 
time and expense, while the original estimates of Mr. Travers, their 
engineer, had not been exceeded. All materials had been purchased 
in this country, and he was 3ure none better could have been obtained 
anywhere. The principal contractors for the work have been 
Messrs. J. H. Vicars, Nottingham (buildings), Lancashire Dynamo 
aud Motor Company, Limited (engines and dynamos), Dick, Kerr 


and Co. (cars), British Insulated Wire Company (cables), and R. W. 


Blackwell & Co. (overhead equipment). 


west Bromwich. — The Corporation has received the 
B. of T. approval to the joan for the reconstruction and electrical 
equipment of the tramways. 


— . — 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


ч. 

A Dutch-German Cable Scheme.—The Times corre- 
spondent at the Hague says that the Dutch Government has sub- 
mitted for approval of the States-General a telegraphic convention 
with Germany providing for a joint subsidy for telegraph cables to 
the Dutch colonies in the Far East. It is proposed to connect 
Menado, in the Celebes, with the American cable which is to connect 
the West Coast of North America with the Philippine Islands, vi 
the Pelew Islanda, which wil also be connected with Shanghai. 
The importance of the convention lies in the fact that communica- 
tion will thereby be established with Europe by way of America, 
and by cables belonging to companies of various nationalities. 


The Pacific Cable.— Reuter telegraphs from Wellington 
that the cable steamer Anglia, engaged in laying the Pacific cable, 
has reached Doubtless Bay, thus completing the Australia—New 
Zealand section of the line. 


Telegraph Rates to the East.—It is stated that the 


German Post Office authorities have concluded an avreeme at with 


the German Marine Telegraph Conipany, the Indo-European Telc- 


graph Company, and the other cable companics concerned. in regard 
to a reduction in the rates charged for the transmission of Prets 
messages between Germany and China. The new charge, which 
came into force on the 15th inst., amouats to 15. 11d. per word, as 
compared with 58. 9d. hitherto, and telegrams can only be forwarded 


viå Emden, Vigo, Madras, or vid Bushire and Madras. 
Telegraphs to the Far East.—A Parliamentary paper 


was issucd on Saturday containing the terms of the convention 
between the United Kingdom and Persia, extending the system of 
telegraphic communication between Europe and India through 
Persia. The convention, which was signed at Teheran on May 10th, 
1901, provides tbat in addition to the present line of telegraph 
from Teheran to Bushire and submarine cable thence to India, 
already established in virtue of previous treaties, а three-wire line 
of telegraph should be constructed by the Persian Government from 
Kashan to the Baluchistan frontier, viá Yezd and Kerman, travers- 
ing, wherever possible, inhabited districte. The Times says that 
the line is to be built under the direction and supervision of the 
British telegraph staff now controlling the international line in 
Persia; The Persian Government agrees to lease the use and the 
transit revenue of the line, which isits property, when complete, to 


the Indo-European Telegraph Department at a rental of 4 per cent.. 


on the capital expended on its construction, three-quarters of such 
rental to be retained by the British Government, to recoup them for 
the advances made, and one-quarter, subject to а minimum of 
25,000f., to be paid annually to the Persian Government in two 
half-yearly instalments. It is understood that, should the Persian 
Government’s quarter share of the rental exceed 25,000f., such 
excess should belong to the Persian Treasury. The maintenance 
of the linc, including repairs and the appointment, control, and 
payment of the line guards, who must be Persian subjects, shall 
remain in the hands of the British director and staff, the cost being 
defrayed by the British Government. The duties of the telegraph 


inspectors and line guards are strictly confined to repairing and 


maintaining the line. 


Wireless Telegraphy The Express quotes the Berlin 
correspondent of the New York Herald as stating that the German 
Emperor, in issuing the special order giving unstinted praisc to the 
Slaby-Arco wireless telegraphic system, intended it as a reply to 
the alleged discourtesy of the Marconi oflicials on the Nantucket 
lightship, who, 80 the story goes, refused to pick up mes-ages from 
the Deutschland, which was equipped with the Slaby-Arco system. 
The Imperial order further commands all vessels in the Navy to 
carry the Slaby-Arco gystem, aud consequently the Marconi Com- 
pany, which claims a monopoly of rights all over the Continent, will 
have to bring an action against the German Government should 
it be desirous of contesting the rights of the Slaby-Arco system. 

The report that the Marconi station at Nantueket had refused to 
receive messages transmitted from the German liner Deutschland 
by the Slaby-Arco a paratus, and that in consequence the German 
Emperor has placed an embargo upon the use of the Marconi 
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system, is declared to be incorrect. A News Agency says 
that the Deutschland tried to get into communication with the 
Nantucket installation, but that none of the messages sent out from 
the liner reached the lightship. Even if they had reached the 
lightship, the Marconi operators would not have sent on the 
messages or replied to them, as the controllers of the syatem think 
it desirable that there should be a uniform system of wireless 


The Central News New York correspondent gays that the steam- 
ship Campania on arriving there on 99nd inst. reported that in 
mid-ocean the Campania tried to reach by wireless signals the liner 


g 
but were caught by the steamship Philadelphia, which, acting as inter- 
mediary, transmitted several messages between the two Cunarders. . 


on the coast of Tunis, and the French possessions at Lake Chad. 
The Morning Advertiser says ‘that Marconi has selecte Table 
Head, Glace Bay, as the site of his Nova Scotia station. On 
his informing the Town Council that the electric sparks from the 
tram trolley would injure his system, that body has guaranteed to 
keep the tram one-third of a mile from the proposed station for 
five years. Signor Marconi says that the station will be complete 
in three months, and that contracts have been awarded for its 
construction. 

It is reported that Marconi has signed his contract with the 
Canadian Government. 


——— 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. | 
Barcelona, —April 7th. The Port and Docks Board of 


Barcelona wiil on this date consider tendera for supply and instal- 
lation of machinery, geared by electricity for the loading and un- 
loadiag of merchandise, and the establishment of the necessary 
conduits, as well as the installation of electric light. 


Bedford.—April 3rd. 28 30-Kw. alternating current 
trausformers for the Corporation. See «Official Notices March 
21st. 


Bermondsey.—April 14th. Are lamp columns, meters, 
oils, incandescent lamps, cables, meter-boards and stores for the 
electricity and destructor works. See “Oficial Notices " to-day. 


Bexley.—April 21st and 28th. Tram rails, fishplates, &c. 
also engines, alternators, and dynamos, for the U. D. C. See 
« Official Notices to-day. 


Devonport.—April 16th. Permanent way, bonding, 
&c., for over three miles of track for the Corporation. See 
“ Official Notices” March 14th. , | 


Edinburgh.—March 31st. Arc lamp carbons, cast-iron 
pipes; also road box frames, covers, &c. See "Official Notices ” 
March 14th. 


Falkirk.—April 12th. Three 100-Kw. steam dynamos 
(vertical enclosed high speed engines) for the electricity scheme. 
See “ Official Notices ” to-day. | 

Hackney.—April 9th. Three water-tube boilers, water 
softener, &c., for the electricity works. See “Official Notices : 
February 28th. 

Italy.—April 8th. Tenders are being invited until 
April 8th by the municipal authorities of Maddaloni (province of 
Caserta) for the establishment of a central electric lighting station 
in the town. 


London, —April 23rd. High and low-pressure ee 


boards at the Grove Road generating station of the Central Electric 
Bupply Company. Gee “ Official Notices to-day. 

Maidenhead.—April 4th. “ Easy wiring proposals 
are wanted by the E.L. Committee. See" Official Notices" March 
21st. 


Manchester.—April 10th. Coal and ash ‘conveyors for 
the electricity department. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Oldham.—April 9th. Electrical equipment of the new 
car depot at Wallshaw for the Corporation. See “ Official Notices 
to-day. 


Penang.—April 28th. Boilers, condenser, pumps, pipes, 
steam dynamos and balancer booster, switchboards, batteries, cables, 
junction boxes, arc and glow lumps, posts and accessories, for the 
commissioners of George Town. See our Official Notices March 
14th. 


Rathmines.—April 24th. 300-KW. steam dynamo, 
gwitchboard and mains. Sce “ Otlicial Notices“ March 21st. - 

Rochdale, — April Stb. Free or assisted" wiring 
proposals are wanted by the Corporation. See Offieial Notices » 
to-day. m 3 
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Rockhampton (Australia).—March 81st. -The Council 
of the Municipality of Rockhampton is prepared to consider appli- 
cations from companies desirous of undertaking the construction and 
working of a system of electric tramways under the Queensland 
Tramways Act of 1882, and the Amendment Act of 1890. See 
ELECTRIOAL REVIEW, January 10th. 


Rotherham.—April 23rd. Rolling stock, overhead 
work, and permanent way, for Corporation electric tramw ays. See 
“ Official Notices“ to- -day. 


Shipley.—April 2nd. Tenders are invited for an electric 
light installation at the Central Schools. See “ Official Notices " 
March 21st. 


Southampton.—April 5th. Boilere, mains, conduits, 
ссопошівег, crane, and machine tools for the Electricity Department. 
See “ Official Notices” March 21st. 


Southend.—April 2nd. Electric wiring propositions are 
wanted by the Corporation. See “Official Notices” March 14th. 


Southend.— April 3rd. 50 arc lamp columns for the 
Corporation. See Official Notices March 218. 


Spain.—April 1st. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders until April 1st for the 
supply of 136 tons of iron wire 4 mm. diameter, and 5 tons 5 mm. 
diameter. Particulars may be obtained from, and tenders are to be 
sent to, La Direccion General de Correos y Telegrafos, Carretas 10, 
Madrid. 


Spain.—April 3rd. 
authorities are inviting tenders until April 3rd for the supply of 15 
tons of copper wire.  Particulars may be obtained from, and ten- 
ders аге to be sent to, La Direccion General de Correos y Tele- 
grafos, 10, Carretas, Madrid. 


Spain.—April 15th. The Spanish Post and T elegraph 
authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders unti! April 15th, for the 
supply of 30,000 zinc cylinders for telegraph purposes. Particulars 
may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direccion 
General de Correos y Telegrafos, 10, Carretas, Madrid. 


Spain.—April 20th. The B. of T. Journal last week 
contained notice of a call for tenders to take over and work the 
electric light installation of the town of Irún, which was unsuccess- 
fully offered some months ago. Particulars at the B. of T. Offices. 


Sydney.—May 7th. Messrs. Preece & Cardew, on behalf 
of the Municipal Council, invite tenders for equipment of electricity 
works and sub-stations. Water-tube boilers, three-phase steam 
alternators, battery, motor - generators, stationary transformers, 
switchboards, &c. . See “Official Notices” March 21st. 


Warrington.— April 9th. Steel rails and permanent 
way work, also overhead equipment for Corporation -tramways. 
See Official Notices March 14th. . 


CLOSED. 


Brighton, — * New London" dry-seat equipments 
have been ordered for 10 new cars by the Corporation. This 
makes 40 cars in all which the makeg, Mr. Hu. Crichton, of 
Liverpool, has fitted with his seats at Brighton. 


Coventry.—Th* E.L. Committee have placed an order 
with Messrs. J. and Н. Maclaren, for an additional 1,000-н.р. 
engine, aud with the British Schuckert Electric Company, for an 
additional 600-K w. two-phase alternator, at prices not exceeding 
£4,275 and £1,580 respectively. 


France.— The French Post and Telegraph authorities in 
Paris have just placed contracts as follows:—La Société d'Electro- 
Metallurgie de Dives, 25 tons of bronze wire, röth mm. diameter, 
and 40 tons of copper wire, 44 mm. diameter; La Compagnie des 


` Tretileries du Havre, 25 tons of bronze wire, Em mm. diameter, 


and 80 tons of copper wire, 44 mm. diameter; La. Compagnie 
Francaise des Mctaux, of Paris, 30 tons of bronze wire, 14 mm. 
diameter, and 40 tons of copper wire 4) mm. diameter; La Com- 
pagnie Générale d' Electricité, Paris, 30 tons of copper wire, 2 mm. 
diameter ; M. Grammont, of Pont de Cheruy (Isère), 40 tons of 
copper wire, 44 mm. diameter; and La Compagnie Francaise du 
Bi-Metal, Paris, 10 tons of copper wire, 1 mm. diameter, and 10 tons 
ditto, 2 mm. diameter. 


Liverpool.—The Corporations of Liverpool and Black- 
burn have awarded their contracts for rubber wires for the next 
tinancial year to the St. Helens Cable Company, Limited. 

Oban.—The T.C. has accepted the offer of Messrs. 
MacKenzie Bros, Edinburgh, to supply arc lamp-posts for £11 
euch. 

Stepney.—The following is a list of the tenders sent in 
to the Borough Council for supplying and fixing a complete electric 


light installation at the Public Library, Bancroft Road, Mile End, E. 
Mr. M. W. Jameson, borough engineer :— 


Barlow Bros. 25 we "T Vs ^ ©» . £127 0 0 
Christie & Co. es ee en ee ee ee es 96 0 0 
Haines & Co. E ae a 2 "e HN 148 18 8 
Tamplin & Makocski ч a i UN 109 17 2 
The Lighting Corporation, Limited.. sh is s6 107 10 0 
Ward Bros. sae va ee a» wa . (accepted) 93 1 0 


The Spanish Post and Telegraph - 


London.—Messrs. Cryselco, Limited, of Bedford, have 
again been entrusted with the contract for the whole of the lamp; 
required for the opera season at the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden. 


London.—The London County Council has received the 
following tenders for the supply of 1,000,000 stoneware ducts for 
the accommodation of the cables required in connection with the 
proposed electric tramways :— 


Per Amount 
1,000 ducts. of tender. 

Stanley Bros , Ltd., Nuneaton ae i 85 . . £18 5 0 £912% 0 
(For 500,000 only.) 
G. Skey & Co., Ltd., Tamworth oe T a iie 5 0 18,250 0 0 
H. R. Mansfield, Burton-on-Trent .. ам e .. 18 5 0 18,25 0 9 
Sutton & Co., Ashby.de-la-Zouche .. $$ ее .. 18 76 18,375 0 0 
T. Wragg & Sone, Ltd., Swadlincote Ys xa .. 18 7 6 18,375 0 0 
Boothorpe Pipe Co., Burton-on-Trent 19 00 19,000 Q 0 
Ashgrove Brick, Tile and Fireclay Co., Elland, Yorks.. 20 0 0 20,00 0 6 
Ensor & Co., Ltd., Burton-on-Trent - 20 00 20,000 0 0 

James Stiff & Sons, Lambeth . 21 0 0 21,000 0 

Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd. (E. Brooke & Sons’ Branch), 

Huddersfleld га - sá 25 0 0 25,000 0 0 
(eo. Jennings, Ltd., Lambeth V 25 00 55,000 0 0 
Joseph Place & Sons, Ltd., Darwen . БЛ, Ser .. 28 2 6 28,195 0 
Oates & Green, Ltd., Halif fax - 32 00 32,000 0 0 
Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd. (W. Ingham & Sons, Ltd., 

Branch), Wortley .. we 33 0 0 82000 0 6 
Albion Clay Co., Ltd., Burton- on- Trent RN 35 0 0 35,000 0 0 
Hamblet’s Blue Brick Co, Ltd., West Bromwich 86 9 2 236,458 6 8 
Sharp, Jones & Co., Parkstone, Dorset Ns .. 37 10 0 87,500 0 0 
Hosea Tugby & Co., Ltd., Ashby-de-la-Zouche .. . 1113 3 41,666 18 4 


The Highways Committce in reporting on the subject, states that 
the rate per 1,000 of the three first tenders is the samé, and that 
the sample ducts submitted, and times of delivery specified ате 
satisfactory, and they express the opinion that each of the бгш- 
should supply a portion of the ducts required. Although the three 
simples are satisfactory, the committce are advised that that of 
Messrs. Skey appears to be the best, and they think that the largest 
portion of the contract should be catrusted to that company. The 
Committee, therefore, recommend the Council to accept the tender 
of Messrs. Skey & Co., for 500,000 ducts for 49,125, and those of 
Messrs. Stanley Bros., and Mr. Н.В. Mansfield, each for 250,000 
ducts forthe sum of £4,562 10s. The Council on Tuesday accepted 
the tenders referred to. | 


NOTES. 


Electricity Works Statisties,—With this number of 
the ELECTBICAL REVIEW our readers will receive the first portion 
of our.annual sheet of statistics regarding the electricity works of the 
United Kingdom. The second moiety will follow next week, and 
we reserve our comments till then. 


Law v. Justice, — The case to which one of our 
correspondents draws attention on another page, is one which calls 
for the close consideration of all who are interested in the main- 
tenance of a high standard of commercial morality. Here is a clear 
promise to pay certain moneys, made before a witness, and not only 
admitted by the defendant, but recognised by a jury, and by four 
distinguished judges. Yet the judges of the Appeal Court arc 
obliged regretfully to rule that the promise is not binding, because, 
forsooth, it was not put in writing! An Englishman’s word used to 
be as good as his bond; we trust that the time may be far distant 
when such cases as this will be anything but the rare exception. 
But why is this absurd enactment, embodied in the Statute of 


| . Frauds, perpetuated ? In many other instances—for example, in 


indemnity cases, the promise before a witness is binding; and in 
actions for breach of promise of marriage, even the witnesa is un- 
necessary! We do not go so far as to suggest that the latter should 
be taken as a precedent; we must guard against dishonesty on the 


part also of the person to whom the promise is made. But, while 


it were always preferable that promises of this nature should be 
reduced to writing, it ought not, under any circumstances, to b3 
possible fora man to escape from the fulfilment of a verbal p omite, 
duly witnessed, and recognised by a jury. 


Manufacture of Pure Calcium Carbide.— A German 
patent (No. 125,208) has been taken out by Drs. Zühl and Eisen- 
maun, of Berlin, for the manufacture of a calcium carbide which 
shall yield acetylene free from sulphur and phosphgrus. The lime 
and coke separately, or the mixture thereof, is treated with a solu- 
tion of a compound of some heavy metal, such as chromium, 
tungsten, tin, or lead ; the proportion taken being calculated accord- 
iog to the amount of impurity in the raw materials. When thc 
whole is heated in the electric furnace the sulphur and phosphorus 
combine with these heavy metals, and the gas finally liberated from 
the carbide is said to be sufficiently pure to be burnt domestically 
without special puritication. 


Business Announcement, —After being unrepresented 
in London for several years, Messrs. Paterson, Cooper & Co., 
Limited, of Paisley, have just opened an office at 57, Gracechurch 
Street, E. C., where Mr. J. Walter Brown, A. M. I. C. la., will repre- 
sent them. 


Personal.— Mr. Т. H. Minshall, the late manager of the 
Croydon lighting and tramway works, is now engaged in private 
practice at 28, Victoria Street, S. W. 

The Yarmouth T. C. have appointed Mr. F. L. Turner, traffic 
superintendent to the Corporation of Blackpool, to be traffic 
manager for the new tramway system, at a salary of £150 per 
annum, rising to E200. 


— 
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Electricity in Buildings.—On February 10th Mr. 
A. H. Dykes, A.M.LC.E., read a 
Architects on this subject. The various methods of wiring were 
described, the advantages and otherwise of each system being 
pointed out. Notwithstanding his advocacy of screwed-iron pipe 
work, the author gave instances of what has no doubt been the 
experience of many who have had much to do with this class of 
work, viz., that under certain conditions, iron-pipe work is one of 
the most unsatisfactory forms of wiring it is pogsible to put up. In 
places subject to considerable variations in temperature, the con- 
densation inside the pipes very soon ruins the insulation on the 
wires. No mention ap 
pipe, which it is claimed prevents condensation by maintaining a 
practically uniform temperature inside the pipe. A system of wiring 
in brass tubing was described as being devised by the author, and is 
giving satisfactory results. Brass tubing systems were used at least 
10 years ago, probably earlier. We call to mind a system devised 
aud patented by Smythe and Payne, in which the inner conductor 
was a bare wire, having threaded on it a number of glass beads, 
insulating it from the tube, which formed the return. The system 
was worked out in great detail, and many installations were wired 
intbis way. In offices and banks,the tubes were so arranged as to 
form book racks, &c., and so served a double purpose. Attention is 
called by the author to the fact that by the adoption of motor 
driving, the architectural features of works may be considerably 
modified, that is, as regards the general arrangement. Thus a mill, 
instead of being built in four or fivestories, as is necessary when 
the machinery is driven by ropes from one main engine, may be 
built ш one storey on the shed principle, when electric driving is 
adopted. 


Lectures.—A lecture on The Electric Driving of Work- 
 sbops" was delivered by Mr. Ellis Н. Crapper (lecturer in elec- 
trical engineering in the University College) to the Sheffield 
Society of Engineers and Metallurgists the other day. ° 
“The Municipal Electric Service ” was the title of the Glasgow 
Corporation popular lecture delivered on 13th inst. by Mr. W. A. 
Chamen. 


Mr. R. Matthews read a paper on “ Efficiencies of Electric 


Cranes " at a meeting of the Manchester Association of Engineers 
on 8th inst. 
Before the East of Scotland Engineering Association, at Edin- 
ed Se Mr. R. W. Hogarth read a paper on Gas-driven Electricity 
tations.” 


The Glasgow Switchboard Accident.—A claim for 
compensation under the Workmen’s Compensation Act was heard 
before Sheriff Boyd on 18th inst. The father of the man Stannage, 
who was killed by shock last November at the Pinkston generating 
station of the tramways department, was the claimant, and sued the 
Glasgow Corporation accordingly. (The details of the accident 
were recorded in the ELECTRICAL Review at the time.) The 
Sheriff found that defenders'station was not a factory within the 
meaning of the 1895 and 1897 Acts, and assoilzied defenders 
accordingly. “Electrical stations" are, however, included in the 
1901 Aot, which came into force on January 1st, 1902, and he found 
pursuer liable to expenses reduced to 2 guineas. 


How to Settle a Difference.—As electrical engineers 
have from time to time taken great interest in refuse destructors, 
we reproduce the following from the Globe of the 20th inst. :—'' The 
Kettering School Board and the Urban Council having been at 
cross purposes with regard to the site of a refuse destructor, a 
friendly game of golf wag arranged and played at the Kettering 
links. The Urban Councillors were victorivus, and claim (says 
Golfing) that the School Board ought to withdraw their opposition." 
If this plan of settlement were adopted in all disputes on elec- 
trical matters, experts would enjoy better health, although fees 
might be considerably reduced. | 


300-Volt Shocks.—With reference to the discussion оп 
Mr. Trotter's paper, a correspondent has been good enough to for- 
ward us the following from Pearson's Weekly. As we said in our 
issue of March 14th, this is just the sort of thing we had to fear 
from the “sensational modern journalist ” :— 


4 LIVE Wipes Wow'T Hurt. 


It is generally supposed that electric shocks at 500 volts will in- 
variably prove fatal, but that such is not the case was proved the 
other day by a member of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
who stated that even with wetted boots he had stood on the rails of 
the City and South London Railway, sat on the live conductor and 
slapped the running rails with bare hands. Не further said that, 
provided the day were dry and the skin not moist, it was quite safe 
for the average person to handle live wires. One man fell on a 
cable carrying a current of 5,000 volts, and escaped with only a few 
burns. Another man was rendered unconscious by a 2,000-volt cur- 
rent, but was soon restored unhurt. А 100-volt current has been 
known to cause death, but such a case is quite a rare occurrence.” 


City and South London Railway.— Last Saturday 
morning a delay of about four hours occurred on this railway. We 
understand that a cable leading from one of the machines to the 
switchboard at the generating station developed a short between the 
core and the sheathing, caught fire, and the flames travelling up 
behind the board, it became necessary to shut off the current and 
put the hose on. The accident itself did not last more than about 
five minutes, but the work of drying and testing and getting things 


paper before the Bristol Society of 


to be made of the interually-lined 


Tight again necessarily oocupied some time. The fire would 
not have spread seriously but for the inflammable covering of the 
cable. Coming so soon after Mr. Clothier’s paper pointing out the 
danger of switchboards with cable connections, and Mr. Trotter's 
report on the Liverpool overhead railway fire, the occurrence is 
particularly noteworthy. The need for cables insulated with incom- 
bustible materials is emphasised by this regrettable mishap. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Students).— 
The following is the programme of the visit to the Newcastle-^n- 
Tyne district arranged for the Students’ Section of the Institution. 
Each of the visits is necessarily restricted to students of the 
Institution, and only to those who shall have sent in their names. 


before April 2nd to the hon. secretary of the Students’ Section :— 
Tuesday, April 8th— 
9.30 a.m.—The works and sub-stations of the Newcastle Electric 
Supply Company. 
2.30 p.m.—The works of the Sunbeam Electric Lamp Company. 
Wednesday, April 9th— — Е 
9.30 a. m.— The works of Messrs. Ernest Scott & Mountain. 
2.30 p.m.—The Elswick Works of Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whit- 
worth & Co. 
Thursday, April 10th— 
9.30 a.m.—The Sunderland Corporation electric light and tram- 
way system. | 
11.30 a.m.—The works of the Sunderland Forge and Engineering 
Company. 
3.15 p.m.—The works of Mesers. J. H. Holmes & Co. 
Friday, April 11th— 
10 a.m.—The three-phase tramway system at Stockton-on-Tecs. 
12 noon.—The Stockton-on-Tees Corporation Electricity Works. 
3.30 p.m.—The Forth Bank Worke of the Newcastle and District 
Electric Lighting Company. 
Saturday, April 12th— | 
10 a.m.—The works of Messrs. Palmer's Shipbuilding and Iron 
Company. 
The party will arrive in Newcastle on Monday evening, April 7th, 
in time to attend the meeting of the Newcastle Local Section, to 
be held at the Durham College of Science, at 7.30 p.m. 


Appointment Vacant. — Electrical engineer at £300 
per annum for the Wakefield Corporation. 


Electrical Standardizing, Testing and Training 
Iustitution.—Increased accommodation having been obtained at 
Faraday House, the Board have made arrangements to commence 


a new session at the beginning of the summer term, i.c., on Monday, 
April 7th. The entrance examination will be held at 11 a.m. ou 


Wednesday, April 2nd. 


Petty Tyranny.—A remarkable clause occurs in the 
“application schedule" issued by the Glasgow Corporation Tram- 
ways Department, whieh is altogether a most inquisitorial document. 
Every man employed by the department in the receipt of £250 or 
less, is compelled, we believe, to subscribe to the following charter 
of liberty :— 

"It is a condition of any employment with the Grascow 
ConPOBATION Tramways that any Employé may at any time be 
dismissed from the Service without previous notice or reason being 
given, and any Employé may leave the Service at the end of his 
day's work, without giving any previous notice, and the present 
application is made in the Applicant’s knowledge of this con- 
dition." 

That such a clause should be imposed by a soul-less, money- 
making, monopolising company of human beings, would be sufficiently 
startling; but that a famous Municipality, in the intervals of 
housing the poor and putting a penny on the rates, should perpetrate 
such an oppressive and inhuman instrument of tyranny can only be 
described as astounding. What would happen if some day the 
whole of the staff should avail themselves of their valuable right to 
depart without notice ? 


Energy from Refuse.—Some remarkable results have 
been achieved recently from refuse destructors. We recently pub- 
lished (ELEC. Rev., Jan. 10th, 1902, р. 66), an abstract of the perfor- 
mance of the Meldrum destructors and Babcock boilers at Wrexham ; 
38 Board of Trade units of energy having been generated on an 
average throughout December last year from every ton of refuse. 
Similar results were shown during January last; according to a log- 
sheet which we received last month from Mr. W. Sillery, borough 
electrical engineer, the whole of the electricity, from December 
28th to February 1st, was generated entirely from refuse, and steam 
was also supplied to all the auxiliary plant, not a pound of 
coal being used. Particulars of the operation of the Horsfall 
refuse destructor at Accrington, in conjunction with a Lancashire 
boiler, for the month of November last, have just come to hand, and 
are no less interesting. The output per day was a little more than 
at Wrexham, the total for the month being 18,796 units generated 
from 2,132,256 lbs. of refuse, or nearly 20 units per ton. The maxi- 
mum load was 111 xw., and the greatest output in one day 1,039 
units generated, the average being 783 units per day. Steam was 
also supplied for pumps, forced draught, &c., and no fuel other than 
refuse was required. The plant is in the charge of the borough 
engiaeer, Mr. W. J. Newton, and the borough electrical engineer, 
Mr. H. Gray, from whose data we have abstracted the figures 
given above. 
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London County Council.—The Council, at the meeting 
on 18th inst., resolved to lend £15,400 tothe Poplar Borough Council 
for electric lighting purposes, and £10,438 to the Islington Council 
for expenditure on the Eden Grove generating station. 

The Tramway Manager.—The General Purposes Committee 
reported having received a memorandum from the Highways Com- 
mittee drawing attention to the anomalous position of Mr. A. Baker, 
the tramway manager. When Mr. Young declined to accept the 
position offered him, the Committee pointed out that Mr. Baker 
was appointed manager of the undertaking, and to advise the 
Council generally on matters connected with the tramways. The 
position of chief officer of tramways had therefore not yet been 
technically filled, and as the Highways Committee had found it 
necessary to consult Mr. Baker on many matters quite beyond the 
scope of his duties as manager, and as the tramway business had 
increased, the Committee were of opinion that the time had arrived 
for the recognition of the manager as head of a department. The 
Committee concurred in the suggestion, and on their recommenda- 
tion, the Council resolved that Mr. Baker should be chief officer 
of the tramway department. 

A Continental Inquiry.—The opinion was expressed by the High- 
ways Committee tbat the tramway manager and the electrical 
engineer should, during the Easter vacation, make an examination 
of the actual working conditions of the shallow underground system 
of tramways in operation in Paris and Buda-Pesth, and of the 
systems of electric traction, especially the surface contact method, 
in use in those cities and in Munich. The Committee recommended 
the Council to sanction an expenditure of £100 for travelling and 
other expenses in connection with the visit of the two officials. 
After a brief diecussion the recommendation was carried with the 
inclusion of Berlin within the scope of the projected investigation. 

The Lewisham Company.—The Highways Committee announced 
that three notices had been received from the Lewisham and Dis- 
trict Electric Supply Company of intention to lay high and low 
pressure mains in High Street, Lewisham, and along Rushey Green 
and Catford Road. The company had no generating station within 
the area of supply under the order, and the Committee had no 
reliable information as to whence the company would obtain a 
supply of electrical energy for the mai us referred to in the notices. 
In the circumstances, the Committee considered that the Council 
should withhold its approval of the works, and a recommendation 
was carried deciding not to sanction the laying of the mains. 

The Overhead Trolley System.—Mr. M. Beachcroft moved that the 
Highways Committee should be instructed to consider and report 
on the following points :— 

(1) As to the cost of construction per mile of single track (exclusive of cars 
and power stations) of a tramway on the overhead system as compared with the 
conduit. (2) As to the saving, if any, in working expenses and time occupied 
in construction, in the one system, as compared with the other. (8) As to the 
objections, if any, to & mixed system of overhead and underground traction, and 
the practicability of an oxcbange between the two systems. (4) Whether, 
inasmuch as the overhead system will inevitably prevail outside the County of 
London, there is any solid reason why the Council should not adopt the 
overhead system inside the county in those districts which are sufticiently 
removed from the crowded centre of London, and where the local authorities 
concerned do not object. - 

In iproposing the motion, the speaker said that although he did 
not suggest that the Council should adopt the overhead system, it 
was desirable for the members to have particulars of the cost and 
relative advantages placed before them, especially as some of the 
local authorities—as for instance, Camberwell and Hammersmith 
—would rather have the overhead system than nothing for the 
present. 

Mr. J. R. Cousins, who seconded the motion, was followed by 
Mr. Parker, who opposed it, and stated that a reference on similar 
lines had already been moved to the electrical engineer, and that 
the Council would doubtless have in his report the details that 
were desired. 

Mr. J. A. Baker expressed the hope that the Council would not 
accept the motion, аз it would take up a great deal of the officials’ 
time unnecessarily. Besides, the Council had already had two or 
three valuable reports on the subject, and the difference between 
the cost of the two systems was about £2,000 per mile of track. 

After further discussion, the motion, for which eleven votes were 
recorded, was rejected by a large majority. 

A New Appointment.—The Highways Committee stated that in 
consequence of the large amount of work devolving upon the elec- 
trical engincer at the head office, it had been necessary to afford 
him the assistance of à mechanical draughtsman at £4 per week. 
There was no prospect of the work decreasing, but on the other hand, 
a very large increase was anticipated, and the Committee werc, 
therefore, of opinion that an official of that description should be 
added to the permanent staff. On the recommendation of the Сош- 
mittee it was decided to appoint a draughtsman in the first-class at 
а commencing salary of £215 per annum, and to issue advertise- 
ments inviting applications for the position. 


Prof. 8. Р, Thompson and the Patent Law.—We 
have drawn attention, on page 499, to a letter addressed by Prof. 
S. P. Thompson to the Times. In this there is a reference to Prof. 
Hughes and the microphone. The Professor's classical paper was 
communicated to the Royal Society on May Sth, 1878, and con- 
cludes thus.—“ I do not intend to take out a patent, as the facts I 
have mentioned belong more to the domain of discovery thau inven- 
tion. No doubt inventors will ere long improve on the form and 
materials employed. I have already my reward in beiug allowed 
to submit my researches to the loyal Society.” 


Electro-Harmonic Society, — The next and final 
smoking concert of the seuson will be held on Friday evening, 
April 11th, instead of on March 28th. 


Correction.—In our “Stocks and Shares” article last 
week we stated that the close price of Electric Construction Com- 
pany's shares was lower “consequent upon dissensions upon the 
board.” We are, however, informed that this statement is quite 


devoid of foundation. 


Address Wanted. Will “ К. E.,“ who lately inquired 


rea jig for dynamo brushes, kindly communicate with us ?— Ens. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


ANOTHER of the series of smoking concerts arranged by the Brighton 
Electricity Department was held on Monday evening last week at 
the Unicorn Hotel, North Street, the company consisting of 
members from the Tramways and Electricity Departments. Mr. 
J. CHRISTIE presided. 

Mr. L. H. Kina, mains superintendent at Bexhill, has been 
appointed chief assistant at Whitby. 

The Oban T.C. has appointed Mr. M. P. PnLuskETT to the port 
of resident electrical engineer at a salary of £150 per annum. 


r 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Burnand Transformer Company, Limited (73,049).— This 
company was registered on March 11th, with a capital of1£6,000 in £1 shares, to 
carry on the business of transformer makers for electrica] purposes, wire rope 
makers, wire drawers, galvanisers, japanners, annealers, enamellers, founders, 
metal workers, fitters, metallurgists, electric light and power engineers, suppliers 
of electricity, electricians, electrical and mechanical engingers, &c., and to adopt 
an agreement with W. E. Burnand, F. E. Procter and E. Cottrill, The first 
subscribers (each with one share) are:—F. E. Procter, Cromford Court, Man- 
chester, electrical engineer; W. E. Burnand, 124, Oakbrook Road, Sheffield, 
electrician: E. Cottrill, Cromford Court, Manchester, electrica] engineer; P. 
Higson, 18, Booth Strect, Manchester, mining engineer; G. Bateman, 52, Alwyn 
Road, Fallowfield, electrical engineer; M. W. Hydes, Finch House, West Derby, 
Liverpool, rubber merchant; and B. Ellis, 2, Victoria Street, Manchester. land 
agent. Minimum cash subscription, £1,000. c The number of directors is not to 
bc less than three nor more than seven; the first are to be appointed by the 
subscribers; qualification, £200; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


European Electric Railways and Public Works Construction 
Company, Limited (73,051). — This company was registered on March lith, with 
a capital of £21,000 in £1 shares, to carry on the business of contractors for 
public and other works, mechanical and civil engincers, constructors of elec- 
trical and other et iba tramways, tube railways, docks, barbours, piers, tun- 
„els, bridges and the like, manufacturers of rolling stock, &c. The tirst sub- 
seribers (each with one share) are:—A. Quick, 4, Bishopsgate Street, B.C., 
colonial agent; C. J. Biggs, 150, The Portway, West Ham, secretary; A. 
Knopwood, Watton, Norfolk, merchant; 8. E. Spencer, 52, Great Marylebone 
Street, W., accountant; J. G. Garson, 14, Stratford Place, W., physician; T. F. 
King, 1, Victoria Cottuges, Albert Street, Mile End New Town, accountant ; 
A. J. Scrutton. 194, Pelham Street, E., warebouseman; and Н. Bacon, 147, 
High Street, West Norwood, secretary. No initial public issue. The number 
of directors is not to be less than two nor more than 10; the subscribers are 
to appoint the first; qualification, 1 share: remuneration, 4100 each per 
annum, and £100 extra for the chairman. 


Kalgoorlie Electric Tramways, Limited (73,127).—This 
company was registered on March 18tb. with a capital of £250,000 in £1 shares. 
to acquire concessions, rights and privileges for the construction of tramways 
and railways in Australia and elsewhere, to construct and equip such tramways 
and railways, and to carry on the business of carriers of passengers and goods, 
electrical engineers, eleotricans, engineers. contractors, manufacturers of and 
dealers in railway, tramway, electric, inagnetic, galvanic and other apparatus, 
suppliers of electricity, &c. The tirst subscribers (each with one share) are 
A. H. P. Stoneham, 29, St. Swithin's Lane, E.C., mauaging director of West 
Australian Gold Fields, Limited: O. Wethered, 30-81, St. Swithin's Lane, E.C.. 
chairman of Hampton Plains Estate, Limited; С. Woln. 28-29, St. Switbin's 
Lane, E.C., managing director of Tramways Syndicate, Limited; R. C. Ogilvie, 
Broad Street House, E.C., director of London and West Australian Exploration 
Company, Limited; Е. Hensman, Suffolk House, Cannon Street, E.C.. 
chairman of Perth Electric Tramways (W.A.); C. C. Baker, 139. Cannon Street. 
E.C.. director of Colonial Consolidated Finance Corporation, Limited; and 
E. Hooper, Salisbury House, London Wall, E.C., mining engineer. No inital 
public issue, The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more 
than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualification, £250; 
remuneration, £150 cach per annum, and £100 extra for the chairman. 


Delimco, Limited (2,650).— This company was registered in 
Dublin on March 21st, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, to carry un the 
business of electrical engineers, now carried on at 167, Upper Rathmines, 
Dublin, by G. Wallace and C. Findlater, under the style of ** The Modern 
Electric Appliance Company." The first subscribers (each with one share) 
are: W. Graham, $3, Harcourt Street, Dublin, gentleman; J. Н. M'Cres, 
Wood Street, Dublin, merchant; H. Grandy, Templeville, Templeogue, 
mercbant; J. Eurelle, 39, Great Brunswick Street, Dublin, gentleman: 
M. Good, 5, Dawson Street, Dublin, solicitor, LL. D.; G. Wallace, 151, Upper 
Rathmines, Dublin, electrician: and C. A. Findlater, 5, Dawson Street, Dublin. 
engineer. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than 
eight: the tirst are W. Graham, Н. Grandy, G. M'Crea and C. Findlater 
qualification £l. 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


THE last issued accounts of the Manchester 

Manchester — Corporation electricity department show a total 
Corporation output of 9,639,973 units, of which 7,944,510 
Electricity were measured and accounted for. The loss on 
Accounts. distribution was 17 58 per cent. At the time of 
issuc of the report, regret was expressed that 

owing to delay in equipping the new Bloom Street station, 
applications from consumers were postponed until it should be 
evident that plant would be available to meet the demand for 
supply. This, coupled with the large increase in capital 


— e 
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expenditure on mains, part of which only was really productive, 
led to the accounts having a less favourable financial aspect 
compared with those previously presented. The capital expenditure 
contemplated at the time the accounts were presented represented 
a sum of no less than £810,110, covered by Lccal Government 


Board sanction. | 
| GeNEBAL STATEMENT. 
1899: 1900. Inc. 


Total capital expenditure .. £641,822 £868,298 £221,471 
Number of units sold . . 6,355,872 7,794,098 1,438,226 
No. of 8-0 P. incand. connected ... 237,145 279,860 42,715 
Number of arc lamps connected... 2,139 2,316 177 
Number of motors connected  ... 500 672 172 
Maximum load in kilowatts 5,607 6,876 1,269 
Gross revenue £85,832 - £101,776 — £15,944 
Gross expenditure... £49,439 258,897 29,388 
Gross profit 436,393 £42,949 26,556 
Average price per unit sold ...  323d. 81064. — 124d. 


The consumers numbered 3,790, being an increase of 550. In the 
above statement the number of lamps (arc and incandescent) and 
motora connected to the mains is given. The latter aggregated 
6,560 H.P., of which 4,510 н.р. were connected during the financial 
year. The total mileage of mains Jaid was 159 miles 485 yards, or 
an increase of nearly 50 miles iu 12 months, which accounts for the 
opinions expressed by the Council as to the position of the under- 
taking, a matter already dealt with in our columns. 


~ 


RBVENUVE STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Gross Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 


Sale of energy .. . £85,544 3:23d. 8100, 869 3 106d. — 124d. 


Meter rente 184 01а. 230 007d. — 003d. 
Sale of materials iG t = E = gem == 
Sundry rents, and interest! 104 00d. 677 0218. +0214. 


— — GEE —— — 


Gross revenue ... £55,832 324d. L101, 776 314d. 106d. 


Coming to the financial statements of revente and expenditure, it 
will be noted that th» receipts from the sale of energy have fallen 
by 4d., and now stand at just over 3,,d. The cost of production 
has been reduced by a Jittla less than half this amount. The only 
serious increase is in the establishment charges, of which a large pro- 
portion is due to Law and Parliamentary costs, amounting to £2,189. 
Had these special expenses not been incurred (or had it becn con- 
sidered advisable to regard them as capital charges) the reduction 
in costs would have been about equivalcut to the fall in receipts. 


Cost OF PBODUCTIOR. 
1809. 1900. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Perunit. Ino. 


£10,376 39d. £14,315 *4404. +0504. 


Coal (and unloading same) 


Oil, waste, water, and engine} — 5554 15d. 3,567 *110d. — 040d. 
Salariesand wages incurred 
о poor oe and distri | 6,353 24d. 6,361 *196 1. — 044d. 


E ze, holler, dynamon} 14,176 53d. 
buildings, o. | 


Works coste 

C 

anagement expenses, 
salaries of ee 
engineer, secretary, 
olerke, &o. 

General "PiaHonery and 
) 
| 
| 


15479 *477d. — 053d. 
£34,788 131d. £39,722 1:993d. — 087d. 
6,516 . 25d. 7,018 „216d. — 034d. 


4,856 19d. 6,220 192d. + 002d. 


ch ‚ Stationery and 
printing, law charges and 
insurance. 

Other expense: : Bank com- 
mission, thrift fund, and 
commission on loans. 


Total costa 


2,656 10d. 


623 ‘02d. 819 "025d. + 005d. 
. £49,439 1:87а. £58,827 1°812d, — 058d. 


5,048 156d. + 056d. 


The groes profit increased by £6,556. Against this, however, there 
were financial charges, which required an additional sum of £11,884 
to cover the annual amounts. The difference of £5,328 had there- 
fore to be met by a reduction in the net profits from £9,193 to 
£3,465. According to the expectations of the Committee, there 
will be at the end of the current financial year no nct profits to 
transfer to the general rate account, but when the new generating 
stations are fully at work, and the mains in the outlying districts 
begin to briug in a reasonable revenue, Manchester should again 
return to days of prosperity. 


PROFTT STATEMENT. 


1899. 1900. 
Interest on loans, deposit, and bank overdrait.. . £14,265 £20,479 
Binking fund lor repayments Si, Se: ome c Ux 12,935 18,605 
Net profit carried forward to reserve fund ue. и — 349 
T „ to credit of local rates IIT 9,193 3,516 
d Se "Gross profit ds e. £36,393 £42,949 


CITY NOTES. 


London Electric Supply Corporation. 


Мв. R. H. BENsoN presided on Thursday in last week over the ordinary 
general meeting of the shareholders of the London Electric Supply 
Corporation, Limited, held at Winchester House, E.C., and in moving 
the adoption of the report, first referred to the death of Lord 
Wantage, the chairman of the company, who, he said, when the 
reconstruction of the station was required, found the whole of the 
money. With regard to the accounts, if they turned to the gross 
revenue accounts, they would see that the figures were given for the 
years 1899 and 1900 along with the figures for 1901, and that was done 
in order to make a comparison easy. It would have been misleading 
to have given last year's figures only, because for seven months in 
1900 the station at Deptford was closed for the complete over- 
hauliog of the machinery, and to enable new plant to be put in to 
meet normal and legitimate demands for light. Hence, in 1900 they 
had to buy current from other producers, and naturally had to pay 
a price which left the profit to them and not to the company. 
Moreover, the shut-down at Deptford involved a temporary 
decrease in the number of customers. Now that was all changed. 
The machinery was running perfectly, and the quality of their 
product was of the highest. By December 3lst last they had 
practically regained all lost ground, and all but reached the record 
year of 1899. They would obrerve that the gross revenue last year 
was £71,167 against £72,902 in 1899 ; but when they came to the net 


. revenue, it was no less than £25,200 last year, against £21,518 in 1899. 


But that was not all; for in consequence of the improvement 
in the machinery, the tendency continued for receipts to increase, 
and for expenses to decrease, while their customers steadily 


increased. For the current quarter of the year 1892 it looked as if 


they would have £10,500 net against only £8,529 in the corresponding 
quarter of last year, and. for the full year, if he might venture to 
prophesy, he thought they would have over £30,000 nct, or more, 
against £25,220. With regard to tbe disposal of the year's net 
income, they would observe that after payiag 4 per cent interest on 
the £250,000 debenture stock and also the interest on the tem- 
porary loan sanctioned on March 28th, 1900—a loan which now 
amounted to £82,590 at 5 per cent.—a balance remained of £11,965, . 
or neatly 5 per cent. upon the outstanding preference shares. 
Why, then, it might be asked, did they not recommend the payment 
of more than 3 per cent. on the preference shares? Those who 
had had experience of public companies would know the answer. 
It was the duty of the directors in a well-managed company to 
build up reserves, not only against depreciation, but for emer- 
gencies; and they must make it apparent also that their debenture 
interest was covered twice over, and was secured against all ques- 
tion. They had to get out of debt and establish their credit, and if 
they adopted the course recommended by the directors he thought 
they would soon accomplish those objects. He expected that out of 
the larger net revenue which was already in sight in the current year, 
they would be able to increase both their reserves aud dividend on 
the preference shares, and then their debenture stock might be 
taken as an improved security. He dwelt upon that because 
they would issue £100,000 4 per cent. debenture stock at 94. The 
proceeds would pay off the temporary debt to the bankers 
and leave the company in a sound fiuancial position. "The price, of 
course, was cheap, but it was offered in the first instance to share- 
holders who could apply for as much as they liked, although, of 
courae, it would be the duly of the directors to allot it pro rata to 
the holdings. Comparing the different figures of different years, 
the Chairman said that whereas in 1897 the number of units sold 
was 227,900, it would probably be 420,000 units or more for 1902. 
The cost in 1897 was 3554. per uait, but it would probably be less 
than 3d. for 1902. There were 123,000 odd lights in 1897, and 
would probably be 200,000 or more in 1902. The increase in the 
gross revenue was from £60,000 in 1897 to probably £82,000 or more 
in 1902, while the net revenue, which in 1897 was £16,570, would 
probably be £30,000 or more in 1902. Those figures, of course, were 
based on a variety of items sucb as the cost of coal, tho increase of 
customers, the application of economical appliances, &c. . There 
were four maiu directions in which improvement was possible in 
the company, viz.:—(1) The normal growth of the demand for the 
light, and that was coming at the rate of 1,500 lamps per month ; 
(2) They had the largest undeveloped field in London of 
any electric lighting company, and judging from America, 
the demands of parishes like Bermondsey, Southwark, Chelsea 
and Rotherhithe, must be a continually increasing quantity ; 
(3) They had at Deptford a station where electrical power 
could be generated probably a little cheaper than at any 
other station in London, aud they were ready to sell power not only 
for lighting but for traction and motive purposes; and (4) There 
were the possibilities of the future with regard to utilising the lost 
units generated. There was a great difference in electric lighting 
companies between the number of units generated aud the number 
of units soid. There was one company which had a compact rich 
area which brought to market 90 per cent. of units generated. 
Others, again, netted less than 70 per cent., and their company came 
between these extremes. But even now a loss of about 25 per cent. 
took place in distributing and transforming their current from the 
10,000 volts at which it was despatched from Deptford to the 
100 volts at which it was consumed. It was a technical problem 
upon which he did not propose to prophesy, but if it could be solved 
by inventive brains it meant the accession of profit which would 
compensate for extensive pionecring and for the legislative fetters 
which had bound the industry from the start in England and would 
give a fair return on capital. 
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Sir W. H. PREECE, in seconding the motion, said that at the last 
meeting he took & rather optimistic view of their position, and was 
accused by some of being too sanguine. He need scarcely say that 
every hope he expressed had been fulfilled to the very letter. Bir 
William proceeded to explain a diagram on the wall which showed 
the variations of the load during selected days in winter and 
summer. He pointed out the lowness of the curve during the day 
time as compared with the night, and remarked that if they could 
get their current used in the day there was a potentiality of wealth. 
He believed that as time went on the demand of current for traction 
and manufacturing purposes would realise their most sanguine 
expectations. ; | 

After some discussion the report was adopted. 


~ 


Notting Hill Electric Lighting Company. 


SIR Мм. CROOK Es, F.R.S. (chairman) presided at the 15th ordinary 
general meeting of the proprietors of this company held on 18th inst., 
at the offices, 140, High Street, Notting Hill Gate, W. 

In proposing the adoption of the report and statement of accounts 
for the year ending December 31st, 1901, the СнатвмАХ said that 
dealing with the accounts, he would go through them in the usual 
way seriatim, and give them information on points which might be 
considered important. Account No. 1 share capital, showed an 
increase, as it was found necessary to issue £22,000 ordinary share 
capital to meet necessary expenditure. Within the yearthey had 
received £9,136 of that amount, and the balance of £12,864, which 
became due on February Ist last, had been paid. That left an 
unissued balance of £56,000 to meet future capital expenditure, but 
the directors did not anticipate that it would be necessary to issue 
any further shares during the current year. Account No. 2 of loan 
capital had undergone no change, as although the authorised amount 
of debentures ‘was 50 per cent. of the existing paid-up capital, 
nevertheless, without the sanction of a general meeting, the 
directors were unable to borrow more than the original amount of 
£50,000, and that, as they knew, had been previously issued in the 
form of 4 per cent. debentures. The total share and loan capital 
received up to the end of the year amounted together to 
£181,136. Capital account showed thatthe sum of £196,480 had 


been expended, which was £15,344 in excess of the capital. 


receipts, but most of the balance had been provided out of the 
reserve fund, which was used in the business, and thus helped to 
increase the rate of dividend. The principal items of capital ex- 
penditure were £3,717 for lands and property, being part of the 
cost of the leasehold site for the Holland Mews distributing station, 
and the cóst of the freehold of the workmen's cottages adjoining 
the works at the back of those offices, which were previously held 
on & 8hort lease, and over which the company had Parliamentary 
powers of purchase, which would, however, have expired before the 
end of the year. The amount spent on buildings was £4,544, and 
was principally the cost of erecting the Lancaster Road and Holland 
Mews sub-stations, and the amount of £6,161 spent on new 
machinery represented a large proportion of the cost of equipping 
those distributing stations. There was no additional expenditure 
on accumulators, but the directors had under consideration the 
question of increasing the battery power in order to maintain the 
current at the steady pressure for which the company was noted. 
The largest item of expenditure was, as usual, upon new mains, and 
amounted to £15,258, which was principally the balance of the 
cost of the trunk mains from the joint generating station at Wood 
Lane to their company's sub-stations. Various other extensions of 
the mains had been made, in order to carry out the company’s 
obligations, and to connect further customers, but the directors did 
not authorise any large expenditure in that direction, unless a good 
return was in sight. Тһе cost of meters had increased by the sum 
of £1,104, but higher expenditure in that direction was always 
remunerative as it denoted increase in customers. The only other 
item in the capital account he need refer to was the cost of the 
Notting Hill Electric Lighting Act, 1901, £656. "That sum repre- 
sented the cost of obtaining an Act giving the company compulsory 
powers of purchase over a site in the Addison Road district for a 
distributing station. The expense and delay were necessary owing 
to the action of the freeholder of nearly all the property in that 
neighbourhood refusing his consent to the sale of any land to the 
company for the purpose of erecting a distributing station. ‘The 
Act received the Royal Assent on July 26th, and arrangements were 
immediately made for the erection of the station in Holland Mews, 
but the delay in obtaining the Act proved fatal to their chance of 
utilising the plant for the winter’s load, and unfortunately com- 
pelled them to refuse customers in that district. The station was 
now completed and ready to meet the demand for current, so that 
they were again in the fortunate position of being able to connect 
every installation. The revenue account No. 4 must, he thought, be 
considered very satisfactory, showing as it did a total profit of 
£13,046 against £9,856 for the previous year. The cost of coal still 
remained hig., but the total shown in that account was about £1,000 
less than last year. Rates and taxes had risen from £677 to £1,139, 
and were now becoming a very serious item. Although the revenue 
had increased over 20 per cent., from £19,900 to £24,100, the 
management expenses showed a slight reduction, from £3,019 to 
42,975, and he mentioned the fact as he did not think it should 
be overlooked that the standing charges did not increase in 
anything like the proportion of the increase in the revenue, and, 
in fact, almost everything they received from new business beyond 
the works cost of producing the current, went to swell the total 
profit. The number of customers had increased from 1,191 to 1,445 
during the year, and that rate of increase was more than maintaincd 


at the present time. The shareholders would doubtless like some 
explanation as to the reduction of dividend, notwithstanding the 
large increase in the profits. There were two or three reasons for 
the decrease, the principal being that the delay in obtaining the site 
for the Holland Mews distributing station prevented alarge amount 
of additional capital, expended on mains and works, from being 
productive, although they had to pay dividend and interest on 
£79,500 more capital than last year. Не was pleased to eay that 
the distributing stations in Lancaster Road in the north, and 
Holland Mews in the south, were now completed, and would be in 
use as soon as the necessary junctions were completed, and they had 
at last got over the unsatisfactory position of having to refuse 
further customers. Negotiations were pending with the Kensington 
Borough Council for arc lighting in several of the principal streets 
in the company's area, and in order to meet the growing demand 
for current, two additional machines had been ordered to be ready 
for next winter’s load. In conclusion, the chairman referred to the 
satisfactory way in which the Wood Lane works were being run, 
and remarked that they were now obtaining the principal part of 
cheir supply from that source, although they made full use of their 
old plant. 

Mr. A. E. FRANKLIN, J.P., seconded the motion, and the report, 
after a brief discussion, was adopted. i 


Winehester Electric Light and Power Company. 


Tux directors’ report, which was adopted at the meeting held at Win- 
chester last Tuesday week, stated that the progress made during the 
year ending December 31st, 1901, was very satisfactory, 5,690 8-C. p. 
lamps having been added, making the total connection at the end of 
the year 20,815 lamps. Including the balance brought forward 
from last year's account, £125 19s., the account showed a net profit 
of £2,839 168. which, after non of debenture interest, left a 
balance of £1,839 168. available for dividend. The directors re- 
commended that a dividend be declared at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum, which will absorb £730 1s. 9d., and that £750 be placed 
to reserve for the renewal of plant, leaving a balance of £359 14s. Bd. 
to be carried to the next account. .During the year large additions 
have been made both to the buildings and plant. The whole of the 
‘share capital has been issued and fully paid up. For the purpose of 
providing the further capital which will be required for extensions 
an extraordinary general meeting was called, to authorise the 
increase of the capital of the company by the issue of 5,000 new 
shares of £5 each, to be issued as the directors might from time to 
time determine. 

Mr. T. F. Кїввү, in moving the adoption of the report, said that 
this was the fourth of their annual meetings. At the first meeting 
they had scarcely begun business and they paid no dividend ; at the 
second annual meeting they paid 24 per cent., at the third 3 per 
cent., and at that meeting they were in a position to pay 5 per cent. 
Something like another 5 per cent. was placed to the reserve for 
the renewal of plant, and £359 was carried to the next account. · 
That was a satisfactory state of things. They had been obliged 
to put in a fourth engine and boiler, and to add considerably to 
their plant, as well as to their cables and extensions. 

Alderman STOPHER seconded, and the report was approved. 

At the extraordinary meeting, the resolution increasing the 
capital as mentioned in the report, was carried. The directors were 
authorised to issue the 5,000 new shares, either as ordinary or 5 per 
cent. preference shares as they might think expedient. 


National Electric Wiring Company. 


Mz. R. Stewart Barn (chairman) presided over the fifth ordinary 
general meeting of the above company on Tuesday at the West- 
minster Palace Hotel, and in moving the adoption of the report, 
said he could congratulate them on the successful year's work, and 
what to his mind was of even greater importance, the steady pro- 
gress they had made as a company since they were incorporated. 
During the first year, 1898, they were organising a new business of. 
a somewhat complicated and novel character, and they were quite 
contented when they made a profit of about £1,200, which they 
carried forward. In 1899 they entered on the dividend-earning 
stage, when, after making provision for depreciation, &c., they 
divided 3 per cent. In 1900 they advanced another stage, and 
divided 4 percent., and this year, after nearly doubling the pro- 
vision for depreciation, &c., they recommended a dividend of 5 per 
cent. He did not know how that rate of progress appeared to the 
shareholders, but to him it was more satisfactory than starting with 
large dividends, which gradually grew smaller; they were slowly 
and thoroughly building up a good business, and were now becoming 
known as, if not actually the largest wiring company in the king- 
dom, at any rate, one of the largest, and the contracts they were 
obtaining were growing in importance and magnitude. During the 
year they had carried out some very important work for the 
Government to their entire satisfaction. They hoped during the 
current year to make a commencement with naval work, and they 
had already secured a contract for the overhead equipment of tram- 
ways, 80 that the prospect was distinctly hopeful. During the year 
they completed 2,741 installations, with an aggregate of 78,943 
lamps, this being an increase of 501 installations and 22,324 lamps. 
Of this total, 805 installations, with 25,000 lamps, were free wiring, 
and 1,936 installations with 54,700 lamps were contract, while 
they had orders in hand at the close of the year for 315 installations, 
with an aggregate of 29,342 lamps. During the three months of the 
present year additional orders had been received for 424 installa- 
tions, with 13,436 lamps, aud these figures pointed to a steady 
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increase in the company's business. The free wiring portion of the , 


business showed a steady increase over that of last year, and what 
was of more importance to them, in nearly every case the revenue 
of nearly all free wjring contracts which were entered into was 
guaranteed by the lighting authority. During the year they 
entered into free wiring contracts with the Borough of Hackney 
and the Hornsey District Council, both of which they hoped 
would prove remunerative. With regard to the accounts, 
the gross profit for the year was £12,664 145. 7d., as com- 
pared with £9,636 for the previous year, an increase of £3,028. 
Of this amount £3,666 was for free wire installations as compared 
with £2,120 for the previous year, an increase of 59 percent. Their 
profit from contract work was £8,359 as compared with £6,864 
for the previous year, an increase of 22 per cent. The other 
receipts for interest, discounts, &c., amounted to £938 as compared 
with £651 for the previous year, an increase of 42 percent. With 
regard to the other side of the account, the total expenses were £9,060 
as compared with £5,642 in the previous year; so that while the 
gross profit showed an increase of about 314 per cent. their expenses 
showed only an increase of 74 per cent. The allowances were 
£662 as compared with £573, and the balance left was £6,604 as 
compared with £3,993 for the previous year. From that they 
. deducted provision for depreciation, &c., amounting to £2,522 as 
compared with £1,390 last year, which he hoped they would con- 
sider a wise provision on their part. It was the work of the board 
to place.the company on a sound financial basis, and this 
could only be done by making ample provision out of 

rofits for depreciation, and in doing so they were 
only fulfilling the pledge they gave in the prospectus. The 
balance which remained, viz., £4,081, was £1,479 greater than last 
year, which enabled them to declare a dividend of 5 per cent., and 
carry forward about the same sum as last year. Turning to the 
balance-sheet, they would see that the capital had increased from 
£75,000 to £87,000, and as the final call on the shares was made on Jan. 
1st, they had received £3,504 in respect thereof. 
subscribed capital paid up in full, and if the business continued to 
increase in the same ratio as heretofore, it might become necessary 
toon to consider the question of additional capital, and more 
especially if they were successful with some of the negotiations 
wbich they had now in hand for installations, running into con- 
siderable sume. The amount owing to creditors was £5,552, which 
was comparatively small, considering the amount of business they 
did. On the other side of the account it would be seen that the 
expenditure on free wired installations had increased from £33,178 
last year to £42,685 this year. The amount expended on contracts 
in course of completion was £17,553, and showed an increase 
of nearly £7,000. Stock at head office and branches was £10,024, 
and also showed an increase, the increase in both cases being due to the 
large amount of work in hand. Furniture, fixtures, plant and tools, 
£1,651, showed a slight increase. Advertising and preliminary 
expenses had besn reduced from £301 and £411 to £150 and £184 
respectively, and they expected that during the current year thcse 
two items would disappear entirely from the balance-sheet. The 
sums owing to them, after making provision for doubtful debts, &c., 
was £16,572, being about the same as last year. This, considering 
the large amount of work they had done during the year, was very 
dat isfactory, and for this and for the increases in their business 
they bad to thank Mr. Cownie and his excellent staff. 

Mr. W. R. Davizs seconded the motion, and paid a tribute to 
the debt owed by the company to Mr. Cownie, the general manager, 
for his áble management of the company's affaira. 

The report was adopted. 


County of London and Brush Provincial Electric 


Lighting Company. 


Mr. J. BRAITHWAITE, jun. (chairman), presided on Monday at 
Winchester House, E.C., over the annual meeting of the share- 
holders of the above company, and in moving the adoption of the 
report, said he thought they might congratulate themselves upon 
the extremely satisfactory progress which the company had made 
in every department. In the balance-sheet the chief item was the 
increase of capital expenditure during the year. The items 
amounted to £129,781 11s. 9d., and 314 per cent. of that expenditure 
was on account of machinery and buildings, and the remaining 684 
` per cent. on account of mains, transformers, meters, &c., which were 
rendered necessary by the development of the company’s business 
as foreshadowed last year. In view of the very large areas over 
which the company had electric lighting rights, it was not probable 
that the capit +] account would be closed for some considerable time. 
He migbt take the opportunity of saying that probably the capital 
expenditure for the current year would not be so large, as they had 
provided machinery at their two lighting stations, which would 
serve their purposes for next year. The expenditure in the current 
year would be mainly for mains, and the balance of payment due 
tothe generating machinery which had already been delivered. 
They had issued the remaining £100,000 debenture stock which 
completed that issue, and also a further £10,000 of their 6 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares. That would leave them with 
another £10,000 preference shares available for issue. Turning to 
the general revenue account, here they saw continuons progress in 
every item. "The standing charges had increased from £11,148 last 
year to £12,668 13s. 11d. this year, and this was due to the increase 
in the company's business. On the other hand, their total receipts 
on the credit side had gone up from £38,516 to £56,613, so that 
while the increase on this side had been very large, the increase 
of expenditure bad been very small ; interest on dividends receivable 
was £4,754 against £3,896 last year, due to the improved prospects of 


This made their ' 


their provincial companies. At Bournemonth the progress had been 
exceedingly satisfactory, and Іа dividend of 7 per cent. had been 
declared, as compared with 6 per cent. last year. At Dover the 


company had just declared a dividend of 5 рег cent. on the ordinary 


shares, which was also an increase on last year; and in addition, 
the report just issued stated that the company had come to an 
agreement with the Corporation of Dover for. the sale of the under- 
taking to the Corporation at a price which they said was calculated to 
work out at about £8 10s. for each £5 share. In looking at the 
balance-sheet, this point must be borne in mind—they had 
never written iup their assets in provincial shares. Their Dover 
shares stood at par in the balance-sheet ; so that if this agreement 
went through, and they received £8 10s. per share, it would 
represent a nice piece of legitimately-earned profit out of one of 
their provincial undertakings. The Bournemouth shares, which 
stood at from £12 10s. to £13, stood at cost price in their books, 
which was only a fraction over £10 per share; se that there was an 
undisclosed profit available for them at some time or another if 
they marketed their shares, or if the Corporation was prepared to 
pay the price for the business. With regard to Coatbridge, that 
had given a good deal of anxiety to the board in past years, 
but now their anxiety was greatly reduced. Arrangements had 
been made for putting down more economical generating plant, and 
powers had also been obtained for the lighting of Airdrie, and 
for laying down the Airdrie and Coatbridge Tramway. When the 
tramway was completed, they would supply it with current which 
would give them a large new day load. As regarded their 
provincial interests, they might say at Bournemouth, Dover, 
and Coatbridge they had every cause to be satisfied and gratified 
with the result of their capital embarked in these places. But 
as he had told them in previous years, the real backbone of the 
company were the London interests. To put the thing in a nut- 
shell, the results of the past year’s operations had been that on the 
north side of the river they earned £12,000 more at an increased 
outlay of £3,570. On the south side they had also, curiously 
enough, earned £12,000 more, but the increased cost had been 
£4,750, and this was partly due to the extra costs incurred in the 
dislocation of the station by the erection of new machinery, and 
partly due to the fact that on the south side of the river’ they had 
not the same power load they had in the north. He hoped, how- 
ever, they would see a considerable improvement in that respect. 
The gross revenue from all sources during the year was £56,613, as 
against £38,516 for 1900, an increase of 47 per cent. for the year. 
But the net profit had increased 54 per cent., which showed that 
the previous outlay of capita! in mains, &c., was gradually becoming 
remunerative. The increase on City Road station was 56 per 
cent., and on the Wandsworth station was 51 per cent. Everyone 


- of the districts in which they carried on operations had shown an 


increased revenue and largely increased profits during the past year, 
and it showed that the additional units they manufactured and sold 
during the year were sold at a very small cost to the company. 
That was due very largely to the efforts of the chief engineer and 
station engiieer in their close attention to details, and keeping 
down the costs consistent with efficiency. With regard to the net 
revenue account, they found some considerable changes. On the . 
credit side of thc account, whereas last year they brought in 
£33,860, this year they only brought in £16,938. They would 
remember that two vears ago, when they disposed of the interest 
in their Richmond undertaking, they used the profit made on that 
to pay a small dividend on the ordinary shares, pending the time 
when the London stations would be built, and so last year nearly the 
whole of the dividend came from the profits of that sale. Last year 
they only earned £7,000 of the dividend, but this year they had 
earned the whole of it from their own statious without taking any- 
thing from extraneous profits. It was true they had not yet been 
ableto provide out of revenue the sum they should place to the 


.renewals fund, but no doubt next year they would be able to do 


so and maintain the dividend paid on the ordiuary shares. After 
paying the dividend they carried forward rather a larger sum this 
year. A good deal was said about the price charged for electricity, 
but as a matter of fact their charges compared extremely favourably 
with those of other companies. 'l'hey adopted the sliding scalc, and 
the very small consumer was charged the maximum price of 7d. 
per unit. On the other hand, some of the largest consumers got 
their current for 3d. per unit. ‘The average price received for the 
whole of the current supplied both north and south of the Thames 
was almost exactly 14d. per unit, which gave no reasonable cause 
for complaint. The increase in their power load on the north side 
of the Thames was exceedingly encouraging and satisfactory, 
amounting to 127 per cent. Their motor power bad almost doubled 
itself during the year, and they anticipated a still further increase 
as the advantages of electric motors became more known. With 
regard to lamps it would be satisfactory for them to know that the 
progress made by the company was relatively greater than any other 
company in London. During the past year they bad 84, 286 8-c.P. 
lamps additional, compared with 71,000 of the Metropolitan Com- 
pany, 63,873 of the Westminster Company, 38,000 of the City of 
London Company, and 25,480 of the St. James's and Pall Mall Com- 
pauy. The increase was still going on, and since December 31st 
the increase was almost exactly the equivalent of 20,000 8.-c.P. 
lamps, whilst the increase in profits this year во far appeared to 
have been about £2,500. They had one new area in which current 
was now available, from which they expected to obtain some marked 
results during the current year. The chairman procceded to deal 
with the increasing tendency of municipalities and local bodies to 
harrass the British investor, and alluded to various forms of municipal 
trading. Не said it was significant to notice that between 1875 and 
1898—the period during which municipal trading had arisen so 
markedly—the rates in England and Wales had increased 87 per 
cent., and the outstanding debt charge had increased nearly 100 
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per cent. In the same period the increase of population was only 
29 per cent., and assessable values only 28 per cent. Whenever a 
municipality saw anything which paid a profit, they wanted to take 
it over, but the beanty of the thing was that when they got a 
business which yielded a profit in the hands of the private company, 
they could not make it pay, which was not surprising seeing that 
the bodies were elected, and -were constantly changing. Several 
municipalities had taken over the electric light undertaking, and 
their administration bad yielded a loss to the ratepayers. 
Southwark, after five years’ working, lost £7,489 last year; 
Glasgow, after eight years’ working, lost £4,517 last year; Dublin 
lost £4,265 ; and Shoreditch £3,866, in spite of the efforts made to 


minimise the loss by transferring items to the dust destructor. 


That, however, was not the full loss to the ratepayers, for the rate- 
able value they placed on their undertaking was nothing like that 
which was placed on the private companies. It had come to light 
tbat the Ealing Council had spent £109,000 on the undertaking, 
and assessed it at £755, and at Wimbledon, on the undertaking of 
which £57,/00 was spent, the rateable value was put below £300. 
Then again in regard to street lighting, they offered to do the 
public lighting of Shoreditch at £27 per 2,000-c.P. nominal arc lamp, 
but the Shoreditch Council charged its ratepayers £42 per lamp for 
public lighting. Taking all the municipal undertakers, they charged 
(heir ratepayers 20 per cent. too much as compared with the com- 
panies. He urged the shareholders to protest against this in- 
creasing municipal trading. Another noticeable feature of late 
was the tendency of public bodies to depart from strict lines of 
honesty, and to do those things which, as individuals, the members 
would never do. They had had a flagrant instance in the case of 
the Corporation of the City of London, and the Camberwell Borough 
Council seemed evidently prepared to take a leaf out of their book. 
When their company got the consent of the local authority to go 
into Camberwell], they had to agree to sell at any time to the local 
authority at a fixed price. The local authority was to pay £133 
for every £100 found to have been properly expended. The com- 
pany had done a lot of pioneer work, and had only just begun to 
reap the fruits of their labour. Now the Borough Council wanted 
to take that over, but were looking round for some means of 
evading their obligations. They found in a small portion of their 
area a few mains laid by another-electric lighting company, and 
they had bought these mains and were going to Parliament for 
power to supply the whole district on the strength of it. He hoped 
the efforts of the board to bring them to book would not be without 
success. Touching, in conclusion, on the depreciation fund, the 
chairman said he did not believe in a large depreciation fund, 
because if they bad a big fund at the end of their term, those who 
wished to buy would point to the fund as evidence that they them- 


selves considered it had depreciated by the amount of the fund. . 


He believed in keeping their undertaking in good and proper 
condition, and having a depreciation fund sufficient for all 
contingencies. 

Mr. Е. W. RESNOLDS seconded the motion. 

Considerable discussion followed, chiefly on the .question of 
depreciation, it being urged that whilst the directors’ policy in this 
direction had been justified as a policy of expediency, yet in the 
future more attention should be paid to the point. 

The CHAIRMAN having reiterated his opinion on the question, the 
report was adopted. 


Direct Spanish Telegraph Company. 


Tn meeting of this company was held on Monday at the offices, 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, the Marquis of Tweeddale 
presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said the 
chief feature of the operations of the past year had been the very 
heavy expenditure entailed upon the company through the inter- 
ruptions of their two cables, the Bilbao cable and the Barcclona— 
Marseilles cable. The Bilbao cable was interrupted for a period of 
a month, and cost them £4,074 to repair. The Barcelona—Marseilles 
cable was interrupted for the unprecedented length of time of three 
months, and its repair cost them £8,179. That was entirely due to 
the extraordinary bad weather which prevailed in that part of the 
Mediterranean during the early part of last year. Every possible 
effort was made by the repairing ships to repair the break quickly and 
promptly, but the bad weather defeated every effort of that kind. The 
third break occurred in the latter part of last year and lasted only 14 
days, happily owing to the prompt mannerin which the в.з. Sir 
John Pender was despatched from Gibraltar, where she was lying 
at the time. That break cost £2,976, making altogether the large 
sum of £15,230 spent on repairs during the year. Fortunately, they 
had in their possession a very handsome reserve fund, and they 
were enabled to meet that large expenditure without any difficulty 
whatever. The sum at the credit of the reserve or renewal fund 
was still £46,948. Those prolonged interruptions unfortunately 
prejudicially affected their traftic receipts, which were £699 less 
thau last year. He was glad, however, to think that if it had not 
been for those Jong interruptions, their receipts would have been 
considerably in excess of the previous year, and therefore con- 
siderably above the average. The traffic on the Bilbao line was 
fairly well maintained; and as the traffic between Great Britain 
and Spain showed evident signs of increasing, they had every 
reason to hope that by this time next year the tra!lic returns on the 
Bilbao cable would show a distinct improvement. ‘Their ordinary 
expenses at stations showed an increase of £526, which was almost 
entirely composed of two items—increase of salaries ut the stationa, 
amounting to £342, and increase of salaries at the bead oflice of £61. 
Those increases were in accordance with a rule laid down by the 
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directors, and they would continue until the maximum in each case 
was reached. The increases were only given to those officera who 
appeared to deherve them, but whenever that was the case the 
increase was given as a matter of course. The general expenses did 
not call for any particular comment, but he might, perhape, refer to 
the reduction of £80 in the cost of automatic apparatus. They 
possessed now automatic apparatus of the very best quality 
and capable of doing any amount of work which it was at all likely 
it might have to carry through. Their experience of that auto- 
matic apparatus was entirely favourable both in respect to 
speed and accuracy. The net result of their operations was 
that they were able to recommend a dividend at the rate of 
4 per cent. per annum, after placing £5,000 to the reserve fund and 
paying the usual 10 per cent. on the preference shares. In order to 
do that they had drawn £566 from the contingency fund and the 
small sum of £145 from the reserve. 

Sir Јонх Denison PENDER seconded the motion, and the report 
was adopted. 


City of Birmingham Tramways Company. 


AT the annual meeting held at Birmingham last week, Mr. JAMES 
Ross, who presided, said that the results of the working of the 
Bristol Road line, in converting which to the overhead electric 
system the company spent a good deal of money, were turning out 
very satisfactory. That line was worked on the new syatem for 
74 months up to the end of December, and the net earnings were 
about £8,000, whereas, under the old storage battery system, it was 
hard work to meet expenses. 


Mersey Railway Company. 


THE half-yearly report of this company contains the following 
paragraph:—“The directors regret the decrease in the traffic 
receipts, which is due to the opening of the Birkenhead electric 
tramway system, and which they believe will continue until the 
railway is worked by electricity. The contract with the British 
Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company, Limited, 
provides for payment of the interest on the redeemable firat, also 
the Mersey Railway new first perpetual debenture stocks until the 
railway throughout shall be available for public traffic worked by 
electrical power. The electrical works are in course of construction, 
and substantial progress has already been made." 


Tynemouth and District Electric Traction Company. 


THe directors’ report presented to the meeting at Donington House, 
W.C., states that the capital expenditure during the year 1901 
amounted to £26,130 9з. 5d., the total capital outlay on the 
construction, re-construction, and electrica] equipment of the lines 
being £78,434 9s. 9d. (including £5,089 19s. bd. on the old line). 
'The subscribed share capitalis now £40,000 in ordinary shares of 
£5 each, and £30,000 in 5 per cent. cumulative preference shares of 
£5 each. p 

The total revenue from March 18th (the date of opening for traffic by electric 
traction) to December 31st amounts to £11,069 6s. 10d., and the expenditure to 
£5,700 16s.9d., leaving a net profit of £5,368 10s. Id., which, added to the 
amount of £56 6s. 11d. brought forward from last account, makes an available 


balance of £5,428 17s., which the directors recommend should be applied as 
follows :— 


Amount to be placed to depreciation and reserve fund .. £1,000 0 0 
Dividend at the rate of b per cent. per annum on the 
cumulative preference shares for the year "T 900 0 
Dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. on the ordinary shares 
for the year es Ж 2$ ee ie m ace 2,800 0 
To be carried forward to next account 723 17 
£5,428 17 0 


The inquiry respecting the company's application for а Light Railway Order 
for the extension from the present terminus at Whitley to Whitley Sanda, a 
distance of 4 furlongs 3 chains, was held on February 24th, 1902, and the Order 
(which was unopposed) has been passed by the Light Railway Commissioners, 
subject to confirmation by the Board of Trade. The lines, as constructed and 
equipped for electrical traction, were inspected by the Board of Trade Inspector 
on February 13th, 1901, and were opened for traffic on March 18th following. 
In order to provide for increased services, the cirectors have given instrudtions 
for the doubling of the track along the Grand Parade, Tynemouth, and the 
work will, it is hoped, be completed before the coming holiday season. 


Year ended 


MILES OPEN :— Dec. 81st, 1901. 
3471 


Route miles ee oo ee ee ee ee Е ee e 
Single line ee ee ee eo ee ee ee 1°16 
Double line. A 


Number of passengers carried 
Average receipts per passenger 
Average expenditure per passenger Me ©з Rd. 
Proportion of expenses to receipts е" T axe 1% 
Number of cars in stock js 22 


- 2°55 
‚ 1,723,218 
1:514. 


Newmarket Electric Light Company, 


THE third annual meeting of the Newmarket Electric Light Com- 
pany was held on Monday last week, Mr. G. Н. Verrall, J.P. (chair- 
man), presiding. The directors’ report stated that satisfactory 
progress had been made during the past year, 2,611 8-с.р. lamps 
having been connected to the mains. Considerable additions had 
been made to the machinery and mains during the past year. The 
profit on the year's working, added to £205 15s. 2d. brought forward 
from last year’s account, amounted to £1,133 0s. 11d., which after 
providing for debenture interest, left a balance of £676 18s. 4d. 
The directors recommended the payment of a dividend of £2 108. 


Vol. 50. Мо, 1,270, Manon 28, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRIOAL REVIEW. 


528 


per cent., that £100 be written off the preliminary expenses account, 
and that the balance £181 188. 4d., be carried forward. The Chair- 
man said tbey had now 11,107 8-с.р. lamps connected, and appli- 
cations in hand for an additional 1,050. Applications equivalent to 
2,036 8-c P. lights had been received since the beginning of the 
year. Mr. A. H. Crowe was re-elected company’s auditor; and the 
retiring direetois, Messrs. G. Н. Verrall and а. J. Jennings, were 
re-appointed. 


Dover Electricity Supply Company. 


THE report to December, 1901, presented at the meeting held at. 
Dover, on Wednesday, shows that a very material increase bas 
taken place in the profits derived from the business during the 
year as compared with the previous 12 months. This is partly due 
to the increased output and partly to reduction in cost of coal, «с. 
A further substantial reduction on this account is aleo ensured 
during the current year from contracts already made. The board 
report the death in July last of Mr. C. W. Bagshawe, J.P., a 
director, who has been replaced by Mr. Henry Hobday. 


During the year the equivalent of about 3,350 8-c.r. lamps have been added to 
the mains, besides ceveral motors and numerous temporary lights. Tho 
additional lights represent a greater increase than in any previous year. 
The directors were able, a year ago, to report an increase of output for 1900, 
amounting to about 30 per cent., and thcy have now the pleusure to state that 
the increased private output for the past year over the combined private supply 
of 1900 is equal to oT рат cent., tbe number of units being as follows: 1899, 
195,359; 1900, 261,154; 1901, 403,870. In order to further stimulate this increase, 
the directors some months since gave notice that the price of current would, 
under conditions of prompt payment, be reduced to 5d. per anit. Such 
reduction came into force as from January lst last, and the directors have 
every reason to believe that the results to the company will be highly satis- 
factory. The capital expenditure during the year has been chiefly in the 
direction of main extensions, and a considerable sum could still be profitably 
employed in this direction. The directors have to report that negotiations for 
the.sale of the company's undertaking to the Dover Corporation have led to 
their making a definite offer at the price of £142,228, which has been accepted 
subject to the consent of this company in general meeting. and to the necessary 
Parliamentary sanction being obtained. The price named will allow of a dis- 
tribution of £8 10s. to each holder of a £5 share after payment of all the 


company's liabilities, and represent a fair return to those shareholders who 


have waited for the present prosperous condition of the company; and the 
directors recommend the shareholders to confirm the sale. The profits of the 
year amount to £4,729 17s. After payment of debenture and other interest 
there is an available balance of £9.507 4s. 104., out of which the directors 
recommend the payment of а ö per cent. dividend on the preference rhares, 
reer | £728 9s. 6d., and 5 per cent. on the ordinary shares, amounting to 
£2,500; the balance of £278 15s. 4d. being carried forward. 


Ferranti, Limited. 


THE directors’ report for the year ended December 31st, 1901 (the 


company, formed in July, 1901, baving taken over the business 
from the beginning of that year) reads as follows :— 


The gross profits (including dividends on British Insulated Wire 
Company shares, £4,299 16s.) amount to xy n .. £49,821 8 7 

From thia has to be deducted the total cost of y 
administratior, patent fees, anà experimental 


expenses ; еа e 2 £15,104 11 4 
Repairs and renewals - .. £3,756 1 1 
Depreciation .. s ae ка 5,800 11 7 


9,556 16 В 
———— 94,061 7 0 


.. £25,160 1 1 


Leaving a net profit of us 


The directors consider this result satisfactory. The plant and 
macbinery has been kept in a high state of efficiency ; £9,556, as 
shown above, ha8 been charged against revenue for upkeep and 
depreciation. 


Of the above balance QUA. dee e Ae а 
is payable to the liquidator of the old company 
as interest on the purchase price, in accordance 
with the contract for sale. 


£8,215 12 4 


Income-tax and directors’ fees amount to. ee $ 914 8 6 

Debenture interest and interest on loans e" .. 4,484 11 11 
Dividends on preference shares calculated from dates of 

payments of calls. T os oe oe e : 1,091 9 0 

7 14,686 1 9 

Leaving to be dealt with oe 10,473 19 10 

£25,160 1 7 


In accordance with the articles of association, the sum of £2,400 
will be applied to the reduction of patent's account, and it is pro- 
posed to write £1,100 off the formation expenses. In view of the 
amount of interest mentioned above, it is proposed to pay £1,784 
78. 8d. only, as dividend on ordinary shares. Of the balance of 
profit, i e., £5,089 12s., £3,000 will be transferred to reserve account, 
and £2,089 12s. 2d. carried forward. The directors hope to finally 
dispose, during the current year, of the “Expenditure on old 
engines," to meet which the sum of £14,000 was reserved at the 
formation of the new company. In view of the unexpected depre- 
ciation, since the issue of the prospectus, in the quoted value of 
British Insulated Wire Company's shares, which were taken over 
from the old company, Mr. Ferranti has executed an agreement 
undertaking to meet the deficit (if any) upon the sale of these 
shares, and has given security. They have, therefore, not been 
written down in the books. The orders in hand are over £60,000 
greater in value than at this date last year. To meet the rapid 
increase in business, it has been found necessary to lease additional 
premisea close to the existing works, which are being equipped as 
a switch works, the present accommodation for this branch of the 
business being quite inadequate. Amongst the orders recently 
obtained are important contracts for the Loudon County Council, 
Manchester Corporation, and Capetown municipality. At the 
request of the chairman and directors, who hold amongst them all 
the ordinary share capital, Mr. Scott Lings has agreed to join the 
board. 


British Columbia Eleetrie Railway Company. 


Mn. R. M. HoRNE-PAYNE, the chairman of this company, has made 
а report to the shareholders, giving the results of the visit he has 
made to British Columbia. The report was published at length in 
the financial press last week.. He has inspected the whole of the 
company's property and plant, and calls attention to the great 
changes that have.occurred in the district served by the company 
during the last few years. He recommends :— 


(1) That the directors should be authorised to create £175,000 (part of 
£220,000) special 44 per cent. 60-year debenture bonds, or to guarantee a similar 
amount of similar bonds of ihe Vancouver Power Company, in order to enable 
the Vancouver Power Company to construct and instal the Coquitlam water- 
pu plant; (2) that power be granted to the directors to increase the capital 

y £900,000 from time to time, as occasion may require, for the general expan- 
tion of the business; (8) that the shares of the company be converted into 
stock ; (4) that the present preference shares be converted into preferred (5 per 
cent. minimum) ordinary stock, and the present ordinary shares into deferred 
ordinary stock, and that 2250,00 of the new capital be created as 5 per cent. 
perpetual cumulative preference stock and £50,000 as additional preferred (5 per 
cent. minimum) ordinary stock, and that provision shall be made in the articles 
providing that there shall at no one time be outstanding more preference than 
there is of preferred ordinary stock, and also of deferred ordinary stock already 
outstanding, and that at no one time shall there be more preferred ordinary 
stock outstanding than there їз already of deferred ordinary stock outstanding. 
The effect of this is that there will be £250,000 in each of the three issues of 
capital and £250,000 of debentures, and that ample provision will be made for 
the growth of the company. 


Potteries Electric Traction Company. 


THE directors’ report for the year ended December 31st, 1901, 
reads as follows :— 


The gross уесери for the year amount to £86,386 4s. 1d. After deducting all 
expenses chargeable to revenue, including repairs and maintenance and interest 
on TORNE and debentures, there remains а net profit of £19,650 148. 6d. To this 
has to be added £205 15s. 9d. brought forward from the previous account, making 
an available balance of £19,866 10s. 3d. which the directors recommend should 
be applied as follows, viz. :— i 


To provide for dividend for the year on the cumulative 
preference shares T oe А БИ os .. £10,054 3 4 

To pay a dividend on the ordinary shares of the company 
at the rate of 4 per cent. for the year  .. - - 8,049 16 9 
To transfer to the creditof depreciation and reserve fund 1,500 0 0 
To carry forward to next account a Se «s T 258 10 2 
8 


£19,856 10 


During the year traffic receipts have inoreased and administration and other 
expenses bave been reduced, but the company's business has suffered con- 
siderably from the general stagnation in the trade of the district, and loss has 
been sustained through the reduction of the service between Hanley and 
Longton, pending the reconstruction of part of the old line in Fenton of the 
North Staffordshire Tramways Company. 

In April last the British Electric Traction Company, Limited, exercised the 
option to subscribe for £75,000 debenture stock referred to in the last report. 
The directors have considered it desirable for the company to uire the out- 
standing £20,000 5 per cent. debentures of the North Staffordshire Tramways 
Company, ani inorder to carry this into effect 2,000 ordinary and 2,000 5 per 
cent. preference shares of £10 each were issued to the shareholders on which £1 
per share has been called up. This has enabled the directors to offer £20,000 
44 per cent. debenture stock to the holders of the 6 per cent. debentures of the 
North Staffordshire Company io payment for their debentures, and this company 
now holds all the issued debentures of the North Staffordshire Company except 
£150. The total capital expenditure to December Slst, 1901, was £416,496 
17s. 8d. in addition to £205,833 10s., the cost of the debentures and shares held 
by the company in the North Staffordshire Tramways Company, Limited. The 
light railway order applied for in 1900 has now been granted. The 
directors propose to commence the construction of some of these lines forthwith. 
In order to cope with the increased demand for services, additional plant has 
been installed, and the system of eleotrical feeders has been extended. The 
rolling stock has been augmented, and the company has now a total of 105 cars, 
The express parcels delivery service was commenced towards the end of the 
year, and has dealt successfully with a large amount of business. Receiving 
offices have been opened in Stoke, Hanley, Burslem, Newcastle, Longton, &с., 
and agents have been appointed throughout the district. The directors have 
appointed Crouch's Universal Parcels Express Company for business in London 
and the provinces, in connection with this service. Some capital expenditure 
has been necessary for the purchase of vans and other apparatus. ~ 

The directors have received applications from various local authorities for 
extensions of the system into parts of the district not yet served by the tram- 
ways, and these suggestions are receiving the careful consideration of the 
directors. The negotiations with some of the local authorities for the transfer 
to the company of their electric lighting orders have been pompono, The 
directors have considered it desirable to join with the North Staffordshire 
Tramways Company in applying to Parliament in the present session fora 
Bill to confirm certain agreements with the local authorities, for 
power to appoint an arbitrator in certain eventualities, and for other 

urposes. The Bill has passed second reading. During the year Mr. J. 8. 

aworth has retired, owing to other engagements, and the directors have 
elected Mr. George F. M. Cornwallis- West to fill the vacancy thus caused on 
the board. The directors retiring this year are Mr. Stephen Sellon, Mr. Stephen 
Mear, and Mr. George Cornwallis-West, who are cligible for re-election. Messrs. 
Bourner, Bullock & Co,, the auditors, also retire, and offer themse!ves for 
re-election. 


1900. 1901. 

Mites OpHN m. f. c 

Route miles. so 92 . 23 0 1 28°95 

Single line = E $5 ..17 6 0 22:95 

Double line. “+ oe .. 5 2 1 6°0 
Number of passengers carried .. .. 9,841,460 18,36! ,778 
Average traflic receipts per passenger 1:82d. 1:32d. 
Average expenditure per passenger .. 0:83d. 0:88d. 
Proportion of expenses to receipts .. 62 K., 62%, 
Number of cars in stock.. бз у 78 105 


Oxford Electric Company. 


Sır Henry Mance presided at the annual meeting held at Oxford 
last Friday week, and in moving the adoption of the report, which 
has already appeared in our columns, be detailed the various exten- 
sions to plant and mains which had been carried out during the 
year. 803,000 units were generated again:t 657,000 in 1900—an 
increase of 22 per cent. The units delivered were 570,000 as 
against 484,000 in 1900. 1,797 tons of coal were consumed against 
1,337 in: »revious year. The cost of coal per unit had slightly 
increased 
е 
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Prospectus.— The list was to close yesterday (Thursday ) 
for an issue of 28,503 ordinary £10 shares in the Auckland Electric 
Tramways Company, Limited. The shares were offered by the 
Electric and General Investment Company, and the issue was 
guaranteed by the British Electric Traction Company. The com- 
pany has taken over the lines of the New Zealand Electric Light 
and Traction Company, Limited, whieh, with certain extensions (for 
which powers have been. obtained by local authorities and 
delegated to the company), makes a total route length of 18 miles. 
‘The nominal capital is £300,000. The contracte for the conversion 
to electrical traction, and the equipment of the extension lines, are 
being carried out by Messrs. J. G. White & Co., Ltd. 


Direct United States Cable Company. — Interim 
dividend 3s. per share (at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum), for 
the quarter ending March 31st, 1902. 


` 
\ 


e 


TRAFFIO RECEIPTS. 


gus e its ation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending March 


91st week last 4561 [меене £104. Total 
to daio, 56,861 Н соте — period fost төш... £6,188; increase £673. 
Miles of track open, 1 


h Ang Were 2213 — gang an year 2. 2168; Shear 
Marc were week 

250. Total receipts to veri £l, spaning week |а od last year, £1,786; 
increase, £200. 


for the week ending 


Bristol Tramways and Company.—The recei 
Maroh & year £8,576; in- 


Qist were £4,004; corresponding period 
crease, £518, 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending March 14th :— 


Aggregate. 
wii No 
Amount ‘ponding week ol : 

Company. & of last year. weeks.| Amount ` Inc, or Dec. 
+ — 4 + == 
4 | £ 4 4 
vonport "M 487 — — 1 4,006 — — 
ре tourbrldge 668 143 — 1 6,986 1,146 — 
stechoed амын 567 | 39 | — | MÀ | sees 1% | Z 
» w — — 
Emir 505» 38 „ 
Kidderminster ais — er 
Merthyr ee ee 205 y = 1 1,929 ега od 
Oldham—Ashton 471 7 — 1 4,085 — 68 
Poole { oe ee 98 | ү a 1 1,824 pu TT 
Potteries .. 1,416 9 | — 1 18,898 RAB = 
Southport 144 24 — 1 1,270 198 | — 
Bouth Stattordshiret 778 16 — 1 7,995 881 = 
Swansea T 408 46 — 1 4,044 |, 826 — 
Taunton t е ее 64 — — | 1 628 -— —' 
— iá 178 — — | 1 1,840 — — 
olverhampton Dist. 140 92 — | 1 1,241 779 -— 


1 Partly steam. { Not in operation last year 


26,824 ; rrespon week last year, £6,188; increase, 4686. Total 
receipts fo date, £19419; corresponding period last year, £73,007; in- 
crease, £6,712. Miles open, 6. 


o and South London Railway.—The recei for the week ending 

ar. rd were 22,818; жу] eoo ding week year, £2,089; increase, 

KN Total receipts to date eeks), £86,285; correspon period last 
‘year, 294,310; increase, 211.910. Miles open, 6; ‘Inst year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. —The receipts for the week ending March 
22nd were £160 12s, 24d. ; Total to dale, £L id ED eri year, £154 18s. 1d.; in" 
crease, £14 14s. 11d. Total to ба. 444. ; correspoading period 
last year, £1,844 17s. ; increase, 2166, 18e. "d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1909, 6,1 ; 1901, 4,981. Number of cars, 1902, 19; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company Тие wee ts forthe week ending March 
Ast were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., £8,486 17s. 2d.; D.. D. Co. 4724 16s. 8d. 
total, 44,911 18s. 10d. ; week и year- DB. U. l. Co 


1в. 1d.; DE OD #645 19s. f 
ст last year, £48,974 78. 3d; increase, 


матем to, date, 345, 785 б. 


Mileage worked 


Liv 1 Overhead Railway.—The receipts for the week ending March 
"ibd were 21,802; corresponding week last year, £1,475; decrease, £898. 
Total to date £16,451; corres 
£1,298. Miles open, 6 miles 


1 


Central London юв Бастау, — The receipts for Ше week ending March 22nd were 


last year, £17,744; decrease 
ae sana ' 


STOCES AND SHARES. 


Tuesday Evening. 


DzEsPITE the approach of the holidays, business in electrical descrip- 
tions is fairly brisk. British Electric Tractions are coming to the 
fore. Supply shares, although they fail to recover some of the 


recent losses, are commanding a very free market, and the telegraph 
department is being timidly approached by a few buyers. The 
Electric Railway section is noticeable only from the continued 
dulness of Central London issues. City and South London is 
hardly mentioned, but its pre-Ordinary descriptions show a tendency 
to slide off in sympathy with the rest of that gilt-edged group. А 
large emission of new London and North-Western Preference stock 
has proved abortive, and consequently all like securities are 
tapering off in price. e 


In some direction a good deal is being made of the prospects of 
the electric lighting companies in view of the Coronation. It is 
argued that the supply undertakings must mint money during tbe 


festivities, and that & purchase of Westminster, St. James's, Char- 


ing Cross and City of London shares will probably show a large and 
early profit. But on the other hand, it may be pointed out that 
while more current will be used in the streets, there may be a 
decrease in that consumed indoors, since the illuminations will 
look well only if the surrounding area forms a dark background. 
Therefore, while admitting the prospects and hoping for a capital 
season, we are somewhat sceptical as to the likelihood of any pro- 
nounced rise such as some of our contemporaries appear to contem- 
plate. Were the depreciatiun accounts of certain electrical supply 
companies in better condition, the prudent investor would be more 
drawn to the market; our strictures upon this point are likely to be 
emphasised i in the near future by some of the weightiest authorities 
in the world of financial journalism. The severe decline in Brush 
shares is partially due to fears of what the report may have to say 
on this very subject, nervous apprehensions being conjured up. 
The company’s statement is due after Easter, and it is awaited 
with lively interest. 


Telegraph stocks are attracting attention from investors tempted 
by the shake-out to have a flutter in this market. The Marconi 
scare is again passing away, and with it the altitude attained by 
Marconi shares. The latter are row sellers at 3}, notwithstanding 
the buoyancy of their foster-brothers, South African Gold Mining 
shares, the two classes being dealt in side by side. It is difficult to 
realise how sharp the relapse has been in telegraph securities until 
the figures are shown at a glance. Taking the lowest quotations 
of a few representative stocks and | shares i in the last four years, we 
have this record :— 


Stock or share. | — 1898. 1899. 1900 | 1901. Мож 
Anglo-American Preference 107 110 95 
Direct United States.. Vs 11 1275 10 | 23 10 
Eastern .. ea m 167 1 186 181 190 
Eastern Extension .. RS 17 1 18} 125 
Great Northern iss Cee 26 à 29 28 


With regard to Eastern Ordinary in 1898, the shares were not 
converted into stocks at that date, but for purposes of comparison 
we have treated the price as though the conversion had gone 
through. 


Our table shows the lowest prices since 1897, and without goifg 
into such detail with regard to the highest, it is sufficient to point 
to three or four quotations which have been attained within tbe 
same period. In 1899, Anglo “B” ran up to 121, and even last 
year it stood as high as 102 at onetime. Eastern Ordinary has 
fallen from 183, its highest price in 1899, although the £10 shares 
reached 184 in '96. Last year the maximum was 151, and the 
present price is rather over 130. Eastern Extension shares, now 
about 13, were 19} four years ago, and 14? at one time in 1901. 
Yet both the Eastern and the Eastern Extension Companies have 
paid 7 per cent. regularly every year since the last Jubilee in 1897, 
and the Great Northern dividend of 30s. per share for 1901 was 
the best paid for five years. It is observable by these illustrations 
that the Telegraph market is not being exploited unjustifiably by 
those in search of good speculative investments at low prices. 


One or two new issues claim attention, that of the Auckland 
Electric Tramways being the most ambitious. The prospectus 
shows the company to te allied with the British Electric Traction 
Company, and under the auspices of that concern the shares 
may possibly be led to a gentle premium. The shares are, of 
course, an investment of very highly speculative type. Soon 
after Easter we are to have the launching of a big company for the 
supply of electric power in South Wales.  Ferranti, Limited, 
whose prospectus was issued only a year ago, shows profite for its 
first 12 months’ work of £25,160 net, an eminently satisfactory 
result. The directors, however, are only distributing £1,784 to the 
Ordinary shareholders, very generous appropriations being made to 
reserve, patent account, depreciation, and other similar funds. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL OOMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 
Stock Sarnen done 
Present ү l Dividends for дой perry к ented 
Issue, еш 7 Share the last three years, | March ju. | Maroh Ach. Marsha th. 
jc a 119]. —— 


82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debe. es 100 .. se |99 —103 |99 —103 
25,000 Amazon Telegraph Co.’s shares, Nos. 1 to 95, 000 . » 10 iss is 31— 44 94— 44 
119,700] Amason Telegraph 5 Y Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Bed. e. | 100 | ... vee .. | 70 — 80 70 — 80 


804,720 | Anglo-American Telegraph ... ee „өө Stock 73/6 33 61s. | 46 — 49 46 — 49 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6% Pref. - eee Stock 6 7 6 6 89 — 91 89 — 91 
l 3,097,640 Do. do. . Deferred eee eee soe Stock El B. 58. 28 71— 73 71— 7i 

44,000 Ohili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 000 eee eee ' — ess b 4 @ 5 Ф • 3 — 4 3 — 4 
1,741,099: Ро. do. Sterling 500 year 4% Deb. Btock Red. Stock| ... * 95 — 97 95 — 97 
16,000 Ouba Telegraph eos 00 eee 000 oe 10 7 % 0 43 — 54 44 — 

2981 Do. 10 % Pret. oes ese ove [III toe 10 43, * z — E . — E^ 
1 1 Direct o р . coe ooo cee ee 5 4 — — 
Do. do. 10 Cum. Pref. ... eee oe 5 oe 8i— 9 — 
80,0002 Do. do. 4$ Debe. ee 00 өөө” 50 [III 98 —102 98 —102 
60,7102| Direct United States Cable ... 20 | 34% | 34% | ... | 91— 103 91— 103 
101, 9000 { Direct West India Cable, 4j % Bon. ‘Deb жима} 100 | .. | .. | .. | 99 —102 | 99 —102 
4,000,000 | Eastern Do NAP Ord. Stock Tu - .. Stock 7 Ф 17 Ф | ... 125 —135 125 —135 
1,930, 807 $3 Pref. Stock [Ir soe eee IT) oes ut 85 — 88 85 T 88 


1,439,968] D 4 % Mort. Deb. Stock Red. $e xii PM 
300,000 | Eastern тшс Australasia, mad R o 107 7 $ 124— 134 123 — 133 
890,000; Do, 4% Deb. Stock eee 2 00 tock eee eee и eee 108 — 113 108 —]113 
900,000; Do. 4 % Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 “ee is « |100 —103 |100 —103 
180,227 Globe Telegraph and Trust ... Vl ba i 5% | 54% | ... 85 — 94 841— 94 
10 042 m E ph, e% Pref. #09 eee ов eee ове 

Halifax and Bermuda Gable, 4} Ф lat Mort. Debs., 


75,000 within N ad a 9 1,300, Bed. eee ee 99 — 103 99 —103 
17,000 do-E Telegraph ео eee 10 V 10 % #00 37 — 41 А 35 — 39 
100,0002| London tino-Brasilian Telegraph. 6 % I T өөө ET sss .. |100 —104 |100 —104 
72,680 | Montevideo Telephone, ише, 50 75800 ies неа ё i— i i—- 1 
86.492 Do. do. do. 1 Rel. 1 Ne 1 to 86,492 vee 4— 1 
983,333 National Telephone, Pref. rag eee 000 eee TT] 5 Ф 5 Ф 95 =o 99 xd 95 —_ 99 
200,000 Do Pref. shares oe еве see ees 3h 39 ... eee 3i— 38 
1,966,667 Do Def. Stock 5 ase : 60 |64 xd| ... — 60 — 64 
15,000 Do. 6 Oum. Ist Pref. * Coe uL 6 6 13 — 15 xd 13 е 15, 
15,000 Do, 6 Cum. 2nd Pref eee pes ee 6 6 13 — 15 xd 12 — 14 
250,000 Do. 5 % Non-cum, 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 5 5 4j— biàxd| 44— 54 
2,000,0007 Do. 84 Deb. Btock Red. 000 eee 94 34 93 — 96 93 — 96 
500,0007 Do. Deb. Btock Red... 4 4 101 —105 [101 —105 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and ИПес., Nos. 1 to 171 1804, , fally paid 6 2 í— 1 — 1 
100,000 Pacific and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... a | s. 199 —102 | 99 —102 
11,839 Reuter's eee eee eee CIT) eee eee see soo 5 % oon 63— 71 ры 7% 
8, Oabl 00 eee oe poe eee өөө eee 119 —125 119 125 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone e e - . 4i— bi 4i— bł 
179,9472 59 Deb. S | e 102 —105 [102—105 


Do, do, 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 Y Debz.... 

80,008 | West Coast of America, Nos. 1—30,000 and 58,001-—-53,008 sds i—. 8 
150,0007 Do. do. 4 % Dets., 1—1,500 by Bras. Bub, Tel. | s as . | 99 —102 99 —102 
207,980 | Western ко таар, ds Nos. 1—207,980 ... os ees 77... | 12 — 13 12 — 13 
Debs. 2nd series, 1906 eee 0 ТІ eee 102 —105 102 —105 
pity Do. do. Deb. Btock Bed. eee [II] coe T 99 —102 Ы 99 —102 


West India and Panama ph dee aoe oon 900 eee eee i— | 2 i— 2 

84,563 Do. do. do, 0 Cum. ist Pref. eos eee ves 5 — 54 5 тт 53 

4,669 Do. do. do. 6 Oum. 2nd Pref. [TI [TII eee 31— 44 3% — 43 
80.0007 Do. do. do. 5 T Debe., Nos. 1 to 1.800 T | 


100 —103 100 —103 


100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... m "A i ü 8— Éf 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 | ... s.. .. |100 — 105 |100 —105 T T 
19,661 | Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Bap., Ord., 101 to 19,761 | 5 6 * |69 |8 9, | 88— bird 88— 92 | 83 
9000 Do. as 4 а Bec B 7 5 Oum. Prei. 5 E к °о. 82— 91xd 82— 9} ooo 91 
50,000 do. 4195 Саш. Pref. 5 oes TI) eee 51— 52 г 54 — 53 58 E 
E] ober z 49 ser оа 40 , Deb. Btock Red. | 100 AA RS 104 —106 ` 104 —106 |... 
000 city p y, Ord, ee soo eec b 6 А 53% 4 % 5 — 54xd 5 — 54 5435 
Do. do. ip» Stock Bed. ... Stock s. .. |110 —113 |110 —113 po 2 
70.575 City of London — Lighting, О 40,001—110,579... | 10|4%| 0 @ 5% | 8— 9ха| 8— 9 83| 8) 
40,000 Do. Cum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 .. | 12 — 18 xd} 12 — 13 128 | ... 
400,0002 Do. 5 & Deb Stock, Scrip. (iss. аё £115) all paid | .../ ... | ... | .. 123 —198 [23—198 |... 
200,000 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe., all paid 100 | .. - . |101 —104 101 —104 855 
40,000 сеш at Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg. ‚ Ord. 1—40,000| 104%] 4 4% | 8i— 94 81— 155 942 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 9, Pref, 40,001—60,000 10 6 J 6 — 12 — 19 12 — сш 
400,000: Do. 4$ % Deb. Btock, Prov. Certa (al paid) ва... кє. ж sés * |107 —110 |107 110 109 -— 
95,500 Edmundson's lec. Corp. IT] Ord. Shares ees eee 5 6 % 7 % eos 6 “тт 6% 6 ч» 64 nee ees 
20,000 m . do. 6 % Cum. Pref. eos eee oes I) eee 6 === 63 6 = 64 61 coe 
120,000; до. 41 % 1st Mort. Deb. Btock. ee | 100 | ... soi .. 1106 —109 106 —109 108$ | ... 
21,000 Kensington end Knightebridge Electric, Ord. 5 11% | 12% | 10% | 103— 114ха 10 — 11 |... | .. 
90,000 do. 49 Deb. Stock Stock - .. |101 —104 [101 —104 ‘| ... eoe 
110,000 Londen Electric Secale Corporation, pr Orc. 8 ... $us е là— 2 14— 2 " iis 
49,840 го та до. 6 % Pref. 5 s.o ЯТІ eve 4 €— 5 4 — 5 eee [Ill 
20200 м litan R 8 l do. 4% ы ме Db вк Stock Rd. Stock eee „өө see 95 —100 95 —100 eee TIS 
‚76 агора upply, 101 to e 10|5% |6 6495 | 154— 164 | 144— 154 | 1 15 
220,000 44 po Mortgage Debentere Btock „„ Р . 1111 —115 111 —115 E es 
250,0007 Do. 84% Mort. Deb. Stock Red.. . |Btock| ... | .. | .. |98 —101 | 98 —101 | .. |... 
8,652 Notting Hill Electric Lighting oes eee 10 7 7 6 y 4 144— 153 144— 153 s.o 00 
40, 000 St. James 's and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord. T 5 141955 14495 14495 | 14 — 15 14 — 15 ii es 
90,000 Do. do, 7 % Pret, 20,081 to 40,080 | 5 7 8—9 | 8— 9 
150,000; Do. do. 34 b. Stock Red. evt 100 0 eot eos 98 —101 98 —101 E eee 
12,000 | Smithfield Market Elect, Supply, | oss os eo 5| .. - e 12— 23 12— 21 e s. 
50,0002 Do, do. 18 eee UI 199 coe (II) 00 oe == = 80 = 90 905 вее 
65,000 | South London Electricity Варріу, i aes | 2% 2— 21 a 
100,518 | Westminster Electric Supply, vai 5 18 > 104% 103%, las 11 — — 12 11 — 12 118 


e are fully paid, § Dividends 10 deferred Aae wan I река nd as capital, 
e и "a v. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
Stock Closing Susi nes done 
DNUS inis Bare ‘the last throe years, | Mariom. | Mar th. | маг ЗН. 1908, 
i 1899. | 1900. | 1901. = mex] Løwe. 
20,000 British Aluminiam 7 Cum. Pref. [II ITI 10 II eee eee 44— 54 44— 54 "I өзө 
300,0007 Do. do. 5 Y 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red. Stock A РБ 88 — 92 88 — 92 ix -— 
62,074 | British Electric Traction T 885 es ..| 10; 89:992 .. 13 — 14 13 — 14 133 138 
90,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. sa T 10 iss А 194 — 122 124— 123 12$ 1245 
600,060! Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Stock eee Stock ee . 126 —129 126 —129 eee eae 
70,000 tish Insulated Wire Ord. TIT eee ees ev b 20 Ф 15 % r 93 — 104 95 — 104 eos eee 
70,000 Do. do. png Pref. ids jas 5| ... Does РУ 52— 62 5$— 6i а 258 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
(MANCHESTER SECTION). 


ELECTRIC FURNACES. 
By BERTBAM BLOUNT. 
(Paper read March 4th, 1902.) 


Tux function of an electric furnace is to produce a temperature of 
a degree, or in a place, unattainable by other means. 

The first proposition is proved by the fact that such substances as 
silicon carbide or carbon boride cannot be prepared by any other 
method than the use of the electric furnace, because they need for 
their formation a temperature higher than 2,000° C.; the second is 
illustrated by the incandescence of the filament of a common glow 
lamp, inaccessible to ordinary methods of heating. The rough 
limit of temperature set (2,000° C.) depends on the point of 
dissociation of all compounds of carbon and hydrogen with oxygen. 

We have no evidence that quartz is volatile at any temperature 
reached in industrial non-electrical furnaces, and these at their best 
give a temperatura not greatly above the fusing point of platinum 
(1,775° С. = 3,227° F.). We may conclude with fair approximation 
to accuracy that the highest temperature attainable from fuel is at 
or about 2,000° C. 

But by the use of electrical energy the whole output of a large 
prime mover can be expended in a small box so well isolated that 
its logs of heat is insignificant. The natural and inevitable result 
is the production of an exceedingly high temperature. The 
advantages thus gained have been turned to excellent account 
industrially and in chemical research. 

No dissertation on the subject of electrical furnaces would be in 
any sense adequate without due reference to the work of Moissan. 
This bold and original chemist has done more to put our knowledge 
of reactions at high temperatures on a sound footing than any of his 
predecessors or contemporaries, Moissan has succeeded in fusing, 
volatilising and crystallising such refractory materials as lime. 
magnesia, platinum, silica, zirconia and carbon. He has studied 
the allotropy of carbon, and ‘incidentally produced the diamond ; 
he has prepared a whole series of novel carbides, borides and 
silicides, and on the basis of his experiments he has advanced a 
new and sagacious theory of the origin of petroleum. 

Looking through Moissan’s work, I have picked out those 
substances and reactions which seem to me most likely to become 
of industrial importance, 

Calcium palos and silicon carbide (carborundum) are already 

осів. 

Alumina is опе of those oxides which fuse and volatilise in the 
electric furoace; on cooling it crystallises as corundum, or, if a 
trace of chromium is present, as ruby. The case of carbon and ite 
conversion to the octahedral form (the diamond) is too trite for 
repetition, but the inventor who succeeds in preparing masses of 
this very hard substance in a determined shape, and not brittle like 
the natural crystals, is certain of reward. 

A substance which may sooner be made in quantity and put into 
use is fused silica. Prof. Boys first demonstrated the great possi- 
bilities of this material. Mr. Shenstone has shown that quartz fused 
before the oxyhydrogen blowpipe is in all ways superior to glass ae 
a transparent and refractory material for the construction of 
apparatus. At present tanks of glass of fair size can be cast in spite 
of the brittleness due to its internal tensions. With quartz fused 
by the ton, and similarly cast, it should be possible to prepare great 
vessels indifferent to sudden changes of temperature and practically 
permanent under the.most severe conditions. Investigations in this 
direction are being ‘prosecuted by Mr. R. 8. Hutton, who has 
achieved some remarkable results.“ 

Proceeding with our catalogue of useful subetances, graphite may 
be mentioned. Natural graphite із а gritty and inferior material. 
A hard cutting siliceous ash will make graphite useless as a 
lubricant, and the merit of some of the brands esteemed for this 
purpose no doubt rests on their mineral contents chancing to be 
soft or even lubricative. But with artificial graphite this good pro- 
perty could be procured by design instead of accident. All forms 
of carbon, crystalline or amorphous, are converted into graphite at a 
temperature sufficiently high. It follows that artificial graphite 
may be manufactured by heating directly any kind of carbon sensibly 
free from mineral matter. A method, differing from this in prin- 
ciple, consiste in dissolving carbon in a fused metal until it is 
saturated at a high temperature ; on cooling, a portion of the carbon 
is thrown out of solution as graphite. 

Crystallisation from a supersaturated solution of carbon in a 
metal, or its carbide, may be supplemented by providing the metal 
with some other substance with which to unite, and thus displacing 
the carbon. All engineers know that grey pig run down in a cupola 
becomes harder, but not everyone may be aware that this is due to 
selective oxidation which tends to eliminate silicon, and thus to 
allow the recombination of the iron with carbon previously dis- 
placed by that silicon as graphite. Conversely if silicon is added to 
iron saturated with carbon & portion of the carbon will be displaced 
and appear as graphite. There are, therefore, three methods for 
the manufacture of graphite by means of the electric furnace. | 

Acheson in his U.S A. Patent No. 568,323 claims broadly the 


manufacture of graphite by the decomposition of a carbide, a claim 


which clearly is untenable because the decomposition of a carbide 
and the production of graphite thereby have been known for many 
years. Whether Acheson's methods are followed or not, it is 


* Mr. Hutton’s experiments have lately been described in a paper 
read beforeithe;Manchester-Literaryland Philosophical Society. 


probable enough that artíficial graphite will eventually displace the 


natural material Graphitised carbons are also ore чадыр К, 


heating ordinary carbons electrically to a temperature high eno 

to convert them partially into graphite. | | 
A number of refractory metals, such as chromium, tungsten and 

molybdenum, can be readily prepared in the electric furnace; some 

at least—eg., chromium—can be prepared more rapidly and in 


FIG. 1. 


greater purity by a purely chemical method, viz., by the reduction 
of their oxides by aluminium. But although the electric furnace is 
thus put momentarily in the background, an electrical method is 
still a necessity, for the only process for making aluminium which 
ів at present feasible is electrolytic. When it is generally realised 
that aluminium may be regarded asa powerful, compact and non- 
volatile fuel, that metal will be manufactured, perhaps somewhat 
impure, but cheaply and in quantity for a variety of purposes quite 
distinct from those which it serves as а metal useful in the arts. 


The last substance which I shall mention is carbon boride, CB,. The 
chief industrial merit of this substance is its extreme hardness, 
which approaches that of the diamond. 


TxPES оғ ELECTRIC FURNACES. 


There are two types of electric furnace, the arc and the resistance 
furnace. Both are used in industry. The simplest effective form 
of arc furnace is that devised by Moissan, shown in the accom- 
panying figure (fig. 1). It consiste of two blocks of chalk carefully 
dried and carved out so as to form a cavity in which a carbon 
crucible can be placed. Massive carbon electrodes pass into this 
cavity, and the arc formed between them plays over the hearth, 
heating the material to be treated in the manner of a common 
reverberatory furnace. The chief merits of the farnace are ite 
extreme simplicity and the refractoriness and low conductivity of 


1. II РАА 
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its materials. In the form shown, this furnace is necessarily dis- 
continuous, but the complete inclusion and surrounding of its 
charge give it much advantage. Where contact of the charge 
with the electrodes is not harmful, it may be possible to make this 
furnace continuous. There is no reason why a charging and a 
tapping hole should not be provided, in which case the run might 
be sustained. The natural use of a furnace of this type is for the 
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production, at a high temperature, of metals, alloys, carbides, and 
similar fluid bodies which are too conductive to allow of easy 
heating in a resistance furnace. The application of the high beat of 
combination of alüminium to the reduction and fusion of refractory 
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metals limits the utility of this class of furnace, and at the present 
moment it is used only in one industry with which I am acquainted, 
and then ina modified form. I refer, of course, to the manufacture 
of CaCa. $ 

A typical resistance furnace is that devised by Borchers, and shown 
in the figure (fig. 2). It consists of a slender carbon rod, a, supported 
between two stout carbon rods, B B. The small rod bridges tbe 
cavity, c, which can be filled with the material to be treated. On 

ing a sufficient current the rod is raised to a high temperature, 
and the charge is heated from its very centre. This class of furnace 
is evidently generally adaptable, provided that the product of the 
action of the high temperature, ¢.g., a metal, does not collect and 
form a good conducting connection between the large carbon rods. 
The type is represented by the furnace employed for the manufacture 
of carborundum. 

These two types of furnace, viz , that in which there is a definite 
arc, and that in which the heating is effected through a core of 
high resistance, or the charge itself, will be found to represent 
in one class or another all the induttriel furnaces about to be 
described 


In his paper, about 20 years ago, before “ Тће Society of Tele- 
graph Engineers," Siemens laid down with clarity and precision 
those principles on which the successful operation of the arc 
furnace depends. He proceeds successfully to experiment, and 
states:— In working with the modified medium-sized dynamo 
machine, capable of producing 36 webers of current with an 
expenditure of 4 H.P., and which if used for illuminating purposes 
produces a light cqual to 6,000 candles, I find that a crucible of 
about 20 centimetres in depth immereed in a non-conductive 
material is raised up to a white heat in less than a quarter of an hour, 
and the-fusion of one kilogramme of steel is effected witbin, say, 
another quarter of an hour, successive fusions being made in some- 
what diminishing intervals of time." Не finds that there is an 
efficiency of 33 per cent., by no means a bad return in so small an 
apparatus. The electric furnace haa, he says, the following 
advantages in its favour:—(1) ' That the degree of temperature 
attainable is theoretically unlimited ; (2) that fusion is effected in a 
perfectly neutral atmosphere; (3) that the operation can be carried 
on in a laboratory without much preparation, and under the eye of 
the operator; (4) that the limit of heat practically obtainable with 
tbe use of ordinary refractory materials is very high, because in 
the electric furnace the fusing materialis at a bigher temperature 
tban the crucible, whereas in ordinary fusion the temperature of 
tLe crucible exceeds that of the material'fused within it." The 
Siemens electric furnace bad the electrodes arranged vertically as 
thown in the accompanyiog drawing (fig. 3). 

As the charge fused, the arc played between 1t and the upper 
electrode. The regulation of the position of the upper electrode 
was effected by a solenoid and dash-pot similar tothe arrangement 
then in use jor arc lamps. A later pattern had the electrodes 
inserted through the walls of the crucible horizontally. The 
Siemens furnace does not seem to have received the application 
which its inventor had reasons to expect, viz., the industrial fusion 
of refractory metals, and it does not appear to have been adapted 
to the reduction of their oxides and the preparation in this manner 
of refractory metals such as chromium and tungsten in reguline 
masses. But little more of importance wasdone in the develop- 
ment and application of the electric furnace nail 1884, when the 
Cowles furnace was invented. This was a resittance furnace, but 


instead of there being a continuous rod of carben bridging the 
space between two massive conductors, also of carbon, as in the 
typical resistance furnace due to Borchers, and illustrated above, 
the Cowles furnace used the charge itself as the resistance material. 
How this was arranged is shown in the accompanying figures. 
(Figs. 4, 5, 6 and 7). 

The first figure is interesting because it represents an apparatus 
adapted for the process of zinc reduction and distillation by elec- 
trical means—a process which, although certainly rational and 


Fic. 6. 


probably practicable, has, as far as I know, never been established 
on a manufacturivg footing. · The fire-clay retort a is protected 
from loss of heat by being embedded in refractory non-conducting 
material B. The charge of zinc oxide and carbon serves as the 
resistance material to be heated by the passage of an adequate 
current between the carbon plate c forming the end of the retort 
and the graphite crucible p, serving both as a closing plug and as 
a condensing chamber for the zinc distilling from the retort through 
the side hole м. Gases—e.g., carbon monoxide—generated during 
the reduction of the zinc oxide escape through the pipe x. No 
account has come to my notice of the reason which prevented this 
furnace being brought into use. It is probable that it failed 
because of the difficulty of so preparing the charge that it should 
consist on the one hand of a mixture of zinc oxide and carbe n 
intimately mixed for reduction, and on-the other should constitute 
а granular semi-conductive masa suitable as a resistance material, 
and capable of being uniformly heated by the passage of the current. 
Further, it is evident that as the charge was worked off, its com- 
position and physical structure would be progressively altered by 
the distillation cf the reduced zinc, and the removal of an equi- 
valent of carbon as carbon monoxide and ite electrical resistance 
would therefore be continually varying; a large excess of carbou 
would in any case be necessary, for otherwise towards the end of the 
run one could hardly hope to have a continuous uniform semi- 
conductive bridge between thetwo carbon ends of the retort. Such 
working difficulties may well have caused the abandonment of thc 
process and have delayed the realisation of a promising application 


\ ' 
R. = EVE 
s ЖАМАА АП б YS E \ 
о N \: NS UN SR W N NERS, SNR , Эл: 
£g. iN c? NN a. = ^ 3 A ae 
&i ee is 50 AN XA IN MANSIS PLUS N ROO ce NS 
C 
m PL a Aw 
5555 
ä ; = 
г 1 


Fic. 7. 


of the electric furnace of the resistance type. The 5th and 6th 
figures represent in perspective and in section the familar form of 
what is commoniy known as the Cowlcs furnace. A modification 
less well known is shown in fig. 7. The essentials of both are the 
provision of a core of resistance material consisting of a mixture of 
ore with carbon to serve the double purpose of conduction and 
reduction, and the surrounding of this core with a material highly 
refractory, and at tLe same time a bad conductor of heat and elec- 
tricity. Such a material is granular charcoal. In the drawings 
shown similar parts are indicated by the same letters. a is afire- 
brick casing, B is the protecting layer of granular charcoal, and c 
is the semi-conducting churge. The carbon conductore, by which 
the current is led iuto the furnace, are shown at D р. 


( To be continued.) 


ELECTRIC SHOCKS. 


In the course of the Institution discussion on the Electric Shocks " 
papers, Mr. Michael B. Field, of Glasgow, communicated the 
following remarks :— 

“Т am heartily in sympathy with the attempt which Mr. Trotter 
bas made to allay the misapprehension under which the non- 
technical] press and the man in the street labour as regards the 
dangers inherent in 500-volt shocks. Nowadays it is not altogether 
an unusual occurrence for one to overhear, perhaps in a railway 
train, at a restaurant, or elsewhere, some non-technical wiseacre, 
while dilating upon the mysteries of electric traction, explain that 
if anyone should be so foolish as to touch the third rail he would be 
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instantly reduced to a charred mass; or, failing that, make some 
Other equally extravagant statement as to the inevitable result of & 
momentary contact with a 500-volt main. 

“ Mr. tter's paper will, I hope, do much to rentove such 
exaggerated notions; but I am almost afraid some, after reading the 
Paper, may be inclined to rush to the opposite extreme, and consider 
that the dangers of 500-volt circnits are merely mythical. | 

‘Mr. Trotter says, for example, on page 6, ‘Neither a man in 

the street nora man on the car runs any risk in taking 500 volte 
skin to metal.’ Personally, I do not like to see such statements 
published by an eminent authority without a caution being 
“appended. As I shall afterwards show, I consider а very great risk 
wright be attendant upon such a procedure. Mr. Trotter goes on to 
say in explanation that he has frequently grasped a live trolley line 
im both hands from the top of acar. This may very well be done 
without feeling a shock, seeing the car itself in dry weather insu- 
lates the experimenter very perfectly. Grasping the haud-rail and 
flicking the trolley wire with the finger (supposing the hand.rail 
grounded) is to most people a painful operation, though by no 
means dangerous; but grasping both hand-rail and trolley wire, 
skin to metal, will, I think I might say, in 75 cases out'of 100, give 
а shock of sufficient severity to render the experimenter powerless 
to release his grasp—and therein lies the danger—a point not 
brought out by Mr. Trotter. 


21 
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“The danger to life involved ina shock is not solely dependent 
on the voltage. Cases of shock at 250 volts aud less have been 
known to prove fatal; while others at 5,000 have not been attended 
with loss of life. The question as to whether a shock will prove 
fatal or not is probably decided by a large number of factors— 
1st, the physical peculiarities of the subject; 2nd, the strength of 
current traversing the body; 3rd, the path traversed ; and 4th, the 
duration of the shock, &c. I should be inclined to make the 
following classification of shocks : — 

“ (а) Painful, but not dangerous.—When two metallic bodies 
(e.g., terminals) are grasped one in either hand, but the potential 
difference between them is sufficiently small to allow of them being 
voluntarily let go again; or when the body is momentarily placed 
in circuit with a moderate * voltage without grasping, or in such a 
way that grasping is impossible. 

“ (b) Dangerous if prolonged.—When the potential difference is 
sufficiently great that the hands involuntarily grasp the terminals if 
they touch them, and the victim is powerless to open the hands, 
though able to cry out intelligently or otherwise. 

*(c) Dangerous, taough not necessarily producing immediate 

-unconsciousness.— When the potential difference ie still greater, 
so that while it is impossible to release the grip, the victim is 
unable to utter any cry whatever. 

(d) Very dangerous, unconsciousness ensuing immediately on 
contact.—Considerably higher potentials than foregoiag; momentary 
contact produces unconsciousness and perhaps death. 

“Tt is impossible to lay down limits of voltage for the above 
cases—they depend so much upon circumstances and individuals — 
but I will instance here a few typical cases that have come to my 
knowledge : — 

“1. Ihave seen a man writhing with his hands grasping two 
wet water plates with only about 80 volts between them. He 
could not release them, but shouted intelligible instructions. 

"2. І myself received a very severe shock from a 2,000-volt 
alternator running excited. I doubt if it were giving as much as 200 
volts. І was standing on the top of а concrete wall forming part of 
а reservoir, in very powerful sunshine. My left hand came quite 
accidentally agaiost a wire leading to a water resistance dippiug 
into the water, and it immediately gripped the wire firmly. I was 
powerless to release my grip; but running along the wall I sprang 
down (about a 5-ft. drop), by which action I tore myself free of the 
wires, While in contact I could distinctly feel the current, first 
in the right, then the left leg, at each step. I shouted, but could 
give no clear directions. 

“3. A man standing on fairly dry ground was unable to release 
the handle of a fuse box which had become alive from a 500-volt 
tramway circuit. He shouted and was pulled off. 

“4, A linesman standing on the handrail of a car was unable to 
release a trolley wire at 500 volts he had gripped. He shouted and 
was pulled off. ' 


"5. А man tripped over a coil of wire, and made contact for an 


* Perhaps up to 800 volte. 


instant with the brush gear of а 550-volt machine. The contact was 
only momentary, for, as he lay on the floor, he was quite clear of 
the machine. During his fall the brush holder had, however, 
seratched and entered the skin of the neck, and such a severe shock 
resulted that resuscitation methods were resorted to for nearly half- 
an-hour before any signs of life were manifested. - 
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“6, A few years aco I saw a poor fellow who had been killed by 
2,000 volts alternating. Не uttered no cry (as far as I could ascer- 
tain), but stood stiff and erect, grasping the fatal switch which had 
become alive, for fully half & minute until the circuit was broken, 
when he instantly oollapsed. | 

It should be borne in mind that moderately low voltages (e.g., 
500 volts) may be very dangerous if contact be made at a part of the 
body where an open sore or cut exists —this may easily be on a 
workman’s hands (vide case 5). | 

“There is one important difference between high-tension direct- 
current and alternating current systems from the point of view of 
shocks, and it is this :— 

* With a direct-carrent system, provided both poles be thoroughly 
insulated, they may be touched one at a time by anyone standing 
on earth without ranuing the risk of a fatal shock. For example, 
if the insulation to earth of each pole be 30 megohms and the 
supply voltage be 3,000 volts, the current flowing to earth through 
the body, if in contact with one pole, would be less than уһ 
milliampere. With the same conditions, but with an alternating 
system, the current through the body might be several thousand 
times аз great. If the amount of underground cable be at all large 
the insulation resistance of the system plays a relatively small part 
{р reducing the current to earth; for, owing to the capacity to earth 
of each pole, the body is practically forming part of a circuit of 
telatively low impedance through which a large current will flow. 
Take an actual case:— | 

Supply voltage, 3,000* 
Frequency, 50. 
Capacity of each pole to earth, 3:33 microfarads. 

The capacity current will be in this case 1:57 amperes. 

" Now, connect a resistance of 5,000 ohms, representing a human 
body, between earth and one pole, fig. 1:— 

" Assume for tbe time being pole a is 1,000 volts above earth ; 
the current through r will be 2 ampere, and through kı, 1:05 
amperes. The resaltant will be 1:07 amperes. This flows through 
ka, aud therefore b will be 1,020 volts above |? below] earth. 
Combining these two voltages, as in fig. 1, we find the P.D. batween 
& and 5, is 2,010 volts. 

" Or, if we take the supply voltage at 3,000 instead of 2,010, the 
current through r will ba proportionately increased, viz., to 298 
ampere ; that is to say, as far as prevention of shocks is concerned, 
the insulation of the cable is only equivalent to about 5,000 ohms 
to earth, though in reality it may measure 30 megohma, or more. 

“It is, of course, theoretically possible to neutralise this capacity 
effect in the usual way by connecting a corresponding self-induction 
in parallel, as in fig. 2. 

Ik these were perfect capacities and self-inductions, the current 
through kı, Ii, and r, would be zero; whereas, through k, and l, 
comparatively large currents would flow in opposite phases ; v would 
likewise be zero. It certainly seems remarkable that, although no 
current whatever flows from а to earth either through kı, l, or r 
(representing the human body), an appreciable current is flowing 
between earth and b in each of the circuits £4 and J. 

" Of course, this method of connecting self-inductions between 
the mains and earth to overcome shocks is not really practicable ; 
firstly, because it is not possible to obtain sufficiently pure self- 
inductions and capacities, i. e., devoid of dielectric and magnetic 
hysteresis, ohmic losses, &c.; secondly, true compensation is only 
obtained at & given frequency, and if this frequency be departed 
from by only a small percentage, currents of fatal magnitude would 
probably traverse the resistance r.f 


* A single-phase case is taken by way of example, though suck 
systems would usually employ concentric cables with the outers 
earthed. 

T If k and be arranged to neutralise each other at a frequency 
n, then the combination of k and “ for a frequency n + 6 n is equi- 
valent to merely a single capacity of value k, but working with а 
frequency 2 ô n, instead of n + ôn if ôn be positive, or to a single 
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gelf- induction of value і with a frequency ‚И ô n be negative, 
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“ Coming now to a more practical point, I would like to touch 
аро the treatment of those rendered unconscious by electric 
8 : : i 

“It is well known that in cases of collaþse, such as result from 
severe electric shock, it is highly beneficial, and sometimes impera- 
tive, to use artificial means to stimulate the action of tbe heart, 
such as the hypodermic injection of ether, brandy, &c. Now, it is 
quite possible that after such an accident, a medical man hastily 
summoned would not be provided with the necessary apparatus for 
the treatment referred to above. To meet this emergency, I have 
hitherto recommended that all high-tension sub-stations and gene- 
tating stations be provided with a small sealed case containing a 
hypodermic syringe, together withsmall phials of tbe necessary drugs. 
I might mention that Messrs. Park, Davis & Co. supply aluminium 
cases, which can easily be carried about in the waistcoat pocket, 
containing hypodermic syringe, together with hypodermatic tabloids 
of strychnine nitrate, cocaine hydrochlorate, morphine sulphate, 
&c. One of these tabloids bas only to be inserted in the barrel of 
the syringe, and the latter filled with pure water, for the apparatus 
to be ready for use. 

" One engineer with whom I was acquainted on the Continent 
claimed to have saved several lives by the timely injection of ether. 
The medical profession in England seems, however, to consider it 
altogether beyond the province of unqualified persons to apply this 
restorative, and I should be glad to elicit the views on this point 
of any medical man present to-night.” 
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CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 
XCV.—GEORGETOWN (PENANG) ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


SUMMABY. 


Extent of Contract.—Supply and delivery packed for shipment at 
port selected by tenderers of electrical plant as follows:—Sec. 4.— 


Two 100-Kw. steam dynamos and balancer booster. Sec. 5.— One 


main and one sub-station direct-current switchboards. Sec. 8.— 
Forty arc and 350 glow lamps for street lighting. 

Type of Engines.—To be of the vertical compound, two or three- 
crank high speed type. Г E 

Limit of Speed.—Not to be above 400 revolutions per minute. 

Range of Governing.—Not to exceed 3 per cent. when three- 
quarters of load is removed, and no hunting is permissible under any 
condition of change of load. Momentary variation of speed when 
full load suddenly thrown off not to exceed 10 per cent. Governor 
to be capable of adjustment by band 5 per cent. above and below 
normal speed while engine is ruuning. | 

Output of Dynam»s.—As compound-wound machines for traction 
purposes, 182 amperes at 550 volts ; as shunt machines for lighting 
work, 190 amperes at 530 volts. The voltage of machine on open 
circuit to be 500 volts when working as compound machine. 

Specified Overload.—25 per cent. for one hour without injury. 

Permissible Temperature Rise.—Atter 10 hours’ run at full load, 
with 190 amperes in armature circuit, the temperature rise not to 
exceed 60° F., ог in field magnet circuit 70° Е. under similar 
conditions. ; 

Conditions of Working.—Sets to give above outputs with 150 lbs. 
eq. in. pressure either non-condensing or exhausting into condeneer 
with 24-in. vacuum. 

Steam Consumption Guarantees.—To be stated by tenderers 

Balancer and Booster. — To consist of four machiues mounted on 
one bedplate, the two inner machines to be capable of dealing 
with an out-of-balance current of 50 amperes in the middle wire of 
a circuit with 500 volts across the outer conductors. The two 
outer machines to generate 75 amperes at any voltage between 
15 and 90 volts. | | | 

Speed of Machine. —Not to exceed 1,200 revolutions per minute. 

Switchboards.—' Two to be provided, one for placing in generating 
station, the other in a battery sub-station, 1# miles distant. 

Design of Boards.—To be as per details specified and generally 
arranged as per blue-print sent with specification. 

Street Lighting.—40 arcs a d 150 glow lamps to he supplied. 
Poets of au approximate value of £7 each, complete with carrier, are 
also fo be supplied under this contract. 

Type of Arc Lamp.—To be of single carbon, self-focussing type, 
10-ampere size, suitable for direct currents and for burning con- 
tinuously with one pair of carbons for 11 hours. An alternative 
price for lamps burning 20 hours without re-carboning may also be 
given. ce 

Conditions of Burning.—The lamps are to be run nine in series 
ona 440-volt circuit. 

Glow Lamp Fittings.—Present brackets and posts are to be 
adapted as far as possible, as suggested on blue print accompanying 
gpecitication.' | 

Dates of Delivery.—To be stated in tender for each section. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—One per cent. of contract sum, 
presumably for each section per week. | 

Particulars for Shipment.—To be obtained from Mr. R. M. Christie, 
98, Cannon Street, London, Е.С, | 

Dock Dues.—All dock dues payable at port of embarkation to be 
included in contract price. | 

Terms of Payment.—90 per cent. within reasonable time of 
delivery of shipping documents to Mr. Christie; 10 per cent. after 


delivery of goods in Georgetown, or at latest not more than 12 
months from first payinent. . 
Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to Workmen.—None 
Arbitratton Proposals.—Satisfactory. | 
Date for Receipt of Tenders.—April 28th, 1902, at office of Mr. Б. 
Christie, 98, Cannon Street, Е.С. 


"This specification is issued by the firm of Mers. Preece 
and Cardew,the consulting engineers to the Municipal Council 
of Georgetown, Penang, the purchasers of the plant. The present 
contracts end with the delivery of the several items free on board 
at British port, the Commissioners undertaking the responsibility 
of receiving and erecting on site at Georgetown. | 

It is stated that the climate is almost uniform during the year 
the average temperature in the shade being 82? F., and in the sun 
about 142" F. There isa great deal of dampness in the atmosphere, 
and the plant supplied must be in every way suited for working 
under these conditions. 

The steam dynamos are to be wound so that they may be used 
for traction as well as lighting purposes, but at firat they will 
only be used'forlighting. It is proposed to place an accumulator 
sub-station about & mile and three-quarters from the generating 
station and supply a large part, of the distributing network from 
that point. - ME 

The technical conditions to be fulfilled in the generating plant 
section are clearly stated, and all manufacturing details are left 
open to the tenderer; it is stated tbat offers for steam turbine 
dynamos of the same output will be considered. Two 100-Kw. 
generating units are required now, but it is to be open to the pur- 
chasers to order a third similar set within six months from the date 
of a»xceptante of contract at a price to be named in tender. 


The arc lamps are to be suitable for 11 hours without re-carboning, | 


that being the usual time of lighting per night. At present only 
350 glow lamps and fittings are specified, but eventually over 800 
will be required. 

Great care must be taken to keep the weights of the packages 
below 1 ton. Within one month of acceptance of tender, detailed 
drawings of the proposed plant are to be supplied, which must not 
afterwards be in any way departed from. All plant before delivery 
is to be tested and inspectgd by Messrs. Preece & Cardew, or their 
representatives. 


The terms of payment are fair, the arbitration clause may be 


accepted without demur, and there are no vexatious wages or labour 
clauses. | 


THE BOARD OF TRADE REPORT ON THE 
LIVERPOOL RAILWAY ACCIDENT. 


-" 


THE reports of Lieut.-Colonel Yorke and Mr. A. P. Trotter on the 
disastrous fire which occurred on the evening of December 23rd at 
Dingle Station, on the Liverpool Overhead Electric Railway, 
whereby six lives were lost, has been issued. After giving a 
detailed description of the occurrence and of the line itself, the 
Colonel refers to the sleepers which caught fire, as follows: 

It is easy to be wise after the event, but I do not consider that 
any blame can be fairly laid upon the company for storing some 
sleepers in a corner of a wide tunnel such as this for the purpose of 
repairing and maintaining the permanent way in and near the 
station. In future, however, no timber of any sort will be allowed 
to remain in the tunnel, except the sleepers actually laid in the 
permanent way.” 

He concludes as follows :—'' The cause of the fire is explained 
in Mr. Trotter’s report. It was due to a defect in one of the 
motors, and would have been productive of no serious danger if 
driver Ashbee bad only acted with a moderate degree of prudence. 
When this man discovered that his rear motor had failed, his 
duty was to disconnect the rear motor by means of the plug pro- 
vided for the purpose in his compartment. He should then have 
run into the station with one motor, as is often done. 
The circumstances connected with this fatal occurrence direct 
attention to the advisability of removing all woodwork as far 
as possible from the neighbourhood of the electric machinery upon 
railway carriages, and of adopting for the purposes of insulation 
some material which is uuinflammable and snx keless. This sub- 
ject is dealt with in Mr. Trotter's recommendations, with which I 
entirely agree. It is to be hoped that the engineers connected with 
electrical railways will act upon Mr. Trotter's valuable suggestions, 
Stations situated in tunnels on electric railways should have as 
little woodwork about them as possible. The platforms should be 
of stone or concrete, and buildings such as signal-boxes of brick or 
iron. I am glad to be able to report that the Liverpool Overhead 
Railway Company have adopted this principle in reconstructing 
Dingle Station, there being now practically no woodwork at all 
about the place.” 

Mr. A. P. Trotter reports :— 

“The evidence goes to show that the insulated covering of a 
cable connected with the motor on the after part of the train had 
become deteriorated. The wet weather may have contributed to 
the defect, and, as tbe train was late, the driver may bave forced 
the speed. The insulation broke down, an electric arc was started, 


the rush of current opened the automatic circuit-breaker, and 


stopped the train. The driver reset the circuit-breakers and tried 
to start several times, and the arc broke out each time, causing the 
flashes. It is not unlikely that the driver held up the circuit- 
breaker, for the lights " went low," showing that a very heavy 
current was being taken. The arc, due to this heavy current, or, 
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perhaps, the earlier flashes, set fire to the woodwork of the coach, 
and the strong wind caused the fire gradually to spread. 

“ The opening of a circuit-breaker is a common occurrence; the 
driver should have disconnected the rear motor, and should bave run 
in with one motor. In cases of breakdown of one motor, the journey 
is often thus completed. Motors and the connecting cables on 
electric railways and tramways often break down through the 
failure of the insulation. The possibility of a panic from smoke 
arising from such failures on tunnel railways has been foreseen, and 
must be guarded against, but eight years’ experience on this railway 
- has shown that such failures, even when resulting in a ‘burn out’ 
of a motor, bave never before set fire to any part of the train. The 
risk of fire involved in the present railway, on which there is but 
one short terminal tunnel, was less than on ordinary steam railways, 

" This railway is one of the pioneer lines, on which the earliest 
American and other electric railways were afterw.rds modelled. 
The motors are identical in pattern with those first fitted in 1893, 
but the parts have been gradually replaced as they wore cut. The 
motors are overbauled about once for every 30,000 miles run. The 
armature of the motor, to which the accident is attributed, was re- 
wound in February, 1896. Since then it has been overhauled and 
repaired, if neceseary, 11 times, and since February, 1896, bas run 
153,571 miles. The magnets were re-wound in Sepiember, 1899, 
and were specially overhauled in December last. A train had been 
fitted experimentally with modern iron-clad motors, adapted for 
higher speeds than at present, but the absence of iron casings in 
the present instance is not an essential matter. 

* Recommendations.—F lexible cables covered with india-rubber or 
other combustible material are used unnecessarily in many cases in 
electrical work. They аге а survival from the earliest branch of 
electrical industry, namely, telegraph work. They are used from 
habit and for convenience. . This mode of construction does not 
commend itself to mechanical engineers. Combustible insulating 
materials should not be osed on the main current conductors of 
electric trains, particularly in tunnel railways. These conductors 
should be rigid, and might be bare, or enamelled, or protected by 
incombustible ferrules in iron pipes. Flexibility should be restricted 
to necessary points, and not used for convenience in arranging the 
conductors. Flexibility 1 be provided by pinned hinge or 
knuckle joints shunted by bare flexible links of wire gauze, or cable 
braided with wire, or by some other sound mechanical mode of 
construction. 

“ Little or no woodwork should be used in the construction of 
electric locomotives, or of the drivers' cabs of motor coaches, and in 
the latter, the resistances and the controlled switches should be 
placed, if possible, in front of and outside the cab.” 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS TELEPHONES. 


(Concluded from page 495.) 


Mr. Drury then addressed the Inspector. The opposition was 
called factious, but they were not people with their own axes to 
grind. They bad large interests in the borough, and they demanded 
that in such a hazardous undertaking more time should elapse 
before enlarging the scheme. They wanted more experience 
before extending it, and in view of the keen competition they 
objected to a further £15,000 being speculated until the under- 
taking bad been fairly tested.. That was a very reasonable 
proposition. It was said that the original loan was not opposed, 
bot the difference between a loan of £10,000, and then wanting 
another £15,000 in six months, was a very different thing. It was 
now admitted that a third loan would before long be wanted. Was 
not that a reason for ratepayers waking up, whenthcy learned these 
facts, which they were not told in tbe first instance? Was their 
opposition to be wondered at, when they found out what they were 
being committed to? The telephone only benefited a small 
number. It was nota matter for р blic health, like electric light 
or water. Теп {һе ratepayers would have to pay the loss on the 
outside districte, where expenses were heavier. Was it surprising 
that the outside districts came to that Inquiry to support tbe 
application, to give them telephones without any liability, which 
was to be paid by Tunbridge Wells? The whole loss would fall 
upon the borough, and tbat did not appear to be sufficiently realised. 
It was а case of “ heads I win, and tails you lose.” Then Tunbridge 
Wells cameto the Local Government Board, and said they bad 
spent the money before applying for the loan, and therefore the 
loan must be granted, or the loss would fall on the rates. That was 
& most unusual proceeding which the Local Government Board 
would censure, and Mr. Cripps was not correct in saying that tho 
cost would fall on the rates if the loan were not granted, because 
he thougbt the auditor would never allow an illegal expenditure to 
be charged upon the rates. An argument like the Corporation used 
was simply a gambler's argument. The Corporation said you must 
spend more money, or lose what you have spent. If the system was 
likely to incur an annual loss, surely it would be better to limit the 
loss, and not go on extending it. They must not cover their losses 
by further expenditure. If there was to be municipal trading, let 
it be in an undertaking which benefited the general body of rate- 
Payers; at any rate, in something where there was a reasonable pros- 
рее if not of making a profit, of not involving the owners in a loss. 

ould any private person invest £75,000 in the Tunbridge Wells 
Municipal Telephone Exchange after the evidence they had heard ? 
They bad a hazardous undertaking, and it was оцу reasonable to 
inquire whether the Corporation were acting as an ordinary business 
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* Reported in the Arnt and Susser Courier, 


man would do. As Lord Londonderry had eaid, they should con- 
sider local conditions. This was not a commercial town at all. 

Mr. Cripps: It is one of the three most wealthy residential towns 
in the kingdom. 

Mr. Drury said he represented a number of the wealthiest inbabi- 
tants who objected to the Corporation scheme, and who had got 
eventually to pay the losses on this scheme. They had not only a 
speculative undertaking, but powerful opposition. How was the 
Corporation to fight a powerful company, except by continually 
coming to tre Local Government Board for more money? The Cor- 
poration not only fought the National Company, but were fighting 
the ratepayers who fuund the money. The Corporation boycotted 
ratepayers who found the money for the undertaking. Ratepayers 
were cut off from the police and fire services, which they paid for. 
Because they found the National service the best, was it right for a 
Corporation to put pressure on to its ratepayers, to boycott them, 
and compel them to give up the National for the municipal system, 
which might not have on the people they wanted to speak 
to? Was that legitimate or honest in a public undertaking. 
whatever might be permissible in private undertakings ? 
What must be the result of competition? He quoted what the 
Postmaster-General said—that competition was not applicable to 
telephony. Competition, instead of co-operation, meant that people 
subscribed to both systems, or could only speak to half the people 
they otherwise would. А tradesman found that if private residents 
had the National telephone, he must have the National as well as 
the municipal telephone, and they also had the disadvantage that 
in other towns the National Directory was in use, and if they were 
municipal subscribers, their numbers could not be ascertained in 
other towns. Then competition meant that the Corporation would 
have to spend more than they otherwise would on their plant, and 
no allowance was made for that. They would have to keep their 
plant up to date or succumb to the competition which provided a 
better service. He now came to Mr. Bennett’s estimates. A refer- 
ence had been made to Mr. Bennett's remuneration, and he could 
not help saying it was extremely unfortunate that the engineer 
advising the Corporation was a gentleman whose remuneration 
depended on the adoption by the Corporation of his scheme. The 
expert consulted by the Corporation should be independent of 
interest in getting his scheme adopted, and so ensuring the payment 
of bis fees. He suggested to Mr. Bennett that the experience of 


‘Tunbridge Wells would be the same that Manchester had of Mr. 


Bennett. They had inferior and cheap plant, and the end was 
obvious. It was because of this that Mr. Bennett was not a 
satisfactory adviser. He cut down his estimates to get them 
adopted, and they bad it in evidence that Mr. Bennett made gross 
mistakes. 

Mr. Cripps protested. 

Mr. Drury said he was quoting the evidence of Mr. Forbes, who, 
said Mr. Bennett, was not а credible person on telephone matters. 
Mr. Bennett’s estimates were not reliable, and they had to find that 
out in Tunbridge Wells as they did at Manchester. Mr. Bennett's 
estimates worked out in practice greatly in excess, and his plant 
was of a flimsy and trumpery description. He was quoting the 
evidence of experts at Manchester. Were they going to take Mr. 
Beunett's word in Tuubridge Wells against the opinion of experts 
elsewhere? Mr. Sinclair, who said the plant was tlimsy, was a liar 
according to Mr. Bennett, though at the Glasgow Inquiry he. was 
believed. They had the reports on Mr. Bennett's plant, and 
Mr. Bennett might deny it, or consider that everyone else but 
himself was a fool, but the opinion of experts on Mr. Bennett's 
work in other parts of England must have weight. Even Sir 
Wm. Preece, so Mr. Bennett said, did not know what he was 
talking about, when Sir William said that Mr. Bennett’s system 
was cheap and nasty. Sir William had advised the Tunbridge 
Wells Corporation, and was an acknowledged authority, but, 
according to Mr. Bennett, he did not know what he was talking 
about. It was still more curious that Mr. Bennett’s memory failed 
him when he was questioned about his estimates, which were only 
six months old. He thought they would prefer Sir Wm. Preece 
and the other experts to Mr. Bennett, who cut his estimates to the 
lowest figure, and then forgot what he bad estimated. 
When questioned Mr. Bennett resorted to extraordinary 
expedients to make his estimates meet, and get them 
accepted by confiding corporatious. He was pleased he had 
had the advantage of expert evidence which had a re- 
straining iufluence upon a person like Mr. Bennett. The evidence 
he bad called bad, he submitted, compared very favourably with 
that given by Mr. Bennett, who had so often refused to answer 
questions put to him. He understood Mr. Bennett got over the 
absence of a contingency fund by saying he would provide this out 
of profits; but if the profits proved imaginary, how was that to be 
done? Mr. Bennett chore to ignore damage from snow-storms, &c., 
notwithstanding the evidence they had on that point. He could 
not help pointing out what differeut opinions Mr. Bennett held 
when he was giving evidence against tbe National Company, and 
when he was giving evidence in support of his own cheap scheme. 
Giving evidence at Glasgow, Mr. Beunett had a great deal to say 
about the expense of an overhead. system, and at Tunbridge Wells 
his evidence was exactly the opposite. Such astonishingly opposite 
evidence could not be reconciied. Mr. Bennett evaded the point 
by a childish juggling. He was driven from point after point, and 
at last relied on profits which did nct exist, to provide for 
contingenciés be had not provided for at Tunbridge Wells, but 
which at Glasgow he held to be neceesary. As to depreciation, Mr. 
Bennett could not provide for this out of profit. The evidence they 
had heard that morning showed undoubtedly that three times in the 
course of 20 years telephone plant bad been practically renewed, 
but Mr. Bennett left that to be paid for anyhow, except by prudent 
provision, Experts were agreed tbat there should be the depreciation 
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fond, which Mr. Bennett omitted in Tunbridge Wells for the sake 
of cheap estimates. The evidence of Mr. Kingsbury was unquestioned, 
notwithstanding Mr. Bennett's hurried whispers to Mr. Cripps; and 
it was evident that Mr. Bennett was unable to suggest to Mr. Cripps 
how he could shake Mr. Kingsbury’s evidence in cross-examination. 
He asked the Inspector to accept this unquestjoned evidence, 
instead of Mr. Bennett’s cheap estimates and arbitrary calculations 
made to suit himself. As regards the six months’ working, it 
was suggested that this was the most crucial period, but really it 
was in this period that they would have no allowance for the repairs, 
which тоша come later. The crux of the whole question of Mr. 
Bennett's estimates was as to spare lines. They had not had an 
intelligible explanation from Mr. Bennett, whose evidence was во 
contradictory respecting his own system that they did not know 
now whether there were any spares. Knowing that Mr. Bennett's 
estimates would be questioned, the Corporation had no evidence to 
support the forgetful Mr. Bennett. They were still in the dark on 
Mr. Bennett's position, or how the future would be provided for. If 
Mr. Bennett had neglected this provision, away went £1,300 of the 
income, which the town clerk talked so much about. Therefore, 
the spare lines which Mr. Bennett told them so little about were 
the crux of the whole question. What became of the borough 
accountant’s profit if Mr. Bennett had not provided spare lines and 
depreciation? There was а loss instead of a profit to the ratepayers. 
Had they ever heard of an engineer, except Mr. Bennett, who forgot 
to provide £500 worth of instruments, and wanted to put this and 
everything else he had not provided down to sundries? A con- 
tingencies item was left to cover everything which had been 
neglected. That incident alone would discredit any estimate of 
Mr. Bennett’s now and hereafter. Telephone instruments were not 
provided for by something like £500, and it was proposed to 
supply that by falling back on the contingency fund of £1,200. 

Mr. Cripps: That is an admitted point. 

Mr. Drury: No one ever saw an estimate put forward by a person 
considered a competent engineer who had to resort to that practice 
to get out of a difficulty. Here was plant absolutely unprovided 
for at all Had Mr. Bennett carried out his promise to give Tun- 
bridge Wells a first-class up-to-date system? They had evidence 
that the ratepayers would be disappointed. When bad Mr. Bennett 
told them that his switchboard was insufficient, and he would want 
more money to provide a proper switchboard? They had a number 
of defects, which all militated against an up-to-date system. They 
had cables laid in tbe earth which prevented economical working 
in the future, because conduite, as used elsewhere, meant less work- 
ing expenses. Then the press-the-button and ring-the-bell instru- 
ments were not part of an up-to-date system Mr. Bennett promised 
them. Contrast the automatic system of the National Company 
and the clumsy system of Mr. Bennett, and the inconvenience 
caused to subscribers who forgot to press the button. Mr. Snowdon 
did not pretend to have made an exhaustive inspection. What he 
might have found if he had done so he would not venture to say, 
but Mr. Snowdon saw enough in his brief visit to see that this was 
а cheap system which had been rushed up, and would cost a great 
deal to make it efficient in the future. The ratepayers must be 
prepared for a large outlay in the future to make up for Mr. 
Bennett's cheap estimates. Coming to the accounts, the figures put 
forward were simply estimates, and those put forward by Mr. Bevan 
were equally entitled to consideration. He wished to point out 
that the borough accountant was largely dependent on Mr. Bennett's 
figures in arriving at his results, «nd these figures had already been con- 
trasted with the figures which Mr. Bennett had given at Eastbourne. 
If Mr. Bennett's figures were true in November, they ought to be 
true in January, but he wished to say that he did not question the 
оогоор accountant’s figures, but Mr. Bennett's figures. Assuming 
that accuracy lay half-way between experts, what became of the 
municipal undertaking ? Let them correct Mr. Bennett’s estimates 
even to half the extent suggested, and what became of his cheap 
scheme? Not only wae the profit gone, but the expenditure had to 
be largely increased. That being so, the undertaking must be a ruinous 
one for the Corporation. It was said that the opposition would be in 
the interests of the National Company, but that had nothing to do 
with the point. 

The Inspector: I quite agree with yon. 

Mr. Drury said that if the result would benefit the National Com- 
pany, it would be better it should do so than that it should be 
disastrous to the ratepayers, who, without sufficient advice, had 
embarked in this hazardous undertaking. 

Mr. E. E. Robb then rose to address the Inspector. He said he 
would like to thank him for the great patience and impartiality with 
which he had presided over that long inquiry. He thought some 
apology almost was due to him for the demands made upon his 
time, but he would like to point out that the inquiry was exception- 
ally important, because Tunbridge Wells was the only borough in 
the whole of England which bad, at the present time, an established 
telephone system in effective competition with the National Tele- 
phone Company, so it must be apparent the inquiry was immensely 
important, and one having wide-reaching results. Firstly, there 
was the question of policy, and he maintained that the Corporation 
of Tunbridge Wells was not carrying out the policy that the Govern- 
ment had in view when they passed the Telegraph Act, 1899. It had 


been said by the present Postmaster-General, Lord Londonderry, 


who might fairly be claimed to represent the Government in this 
matter, and the Committee of 1898, that the Government, in pass- 
ing the Act, never contemplated a war of rates, and never contem- 
plated any such competition—cut-throat competition he advisedly 
called it—as was going on in Tunbridge Wells at the present time. 
The Postmaster-General, in his speech when he was approached by 
a deputation of the London County Council, said that the system 
that the Government and the Committee had in view might fairly 
be described as a system of competition, tempered with a certain 


element of co-operation, as was necessary for the due protection of 
the public. All the advantages of both systems (Lord Londonderry 
was speaking of London where there was co-operation between the 
Post Office and the National) were placed at the disposal of all sub- 
scribers. Any person reading the report of the Committee must 
come to the conclusion that it was this kind of competition that the 
Government had in view, and he would further remind them that 
it was the same kind of competition which the Act of 1899 desired 
to promote. If it be true that the Corporation of Tunbridge Wells 
were not carrying out the intention of the Government, that was a 
question which the honourable Board, of which the Inspector was. 
representative, were entitled to take into consideration. 16 
must be obvious that, if they were to have competition, 
it ought to be competition on such a fair arrangement that 
there might be intercommunication between the two systems. 
It was true the competition would tend towards an increase in the 
efficiency of both services, and it was also true that unless they had 
inter-communication between the two systems, 50 per cent. of the 
subscribers on each system had to be subscribers to both. 
That could not be of any benefit to the public, because it 
entailed additional expense upon the subscribers, and in 
addition, produced chaos and confusion. As amatter of fact, they 
had from the first consistently opposed the matter, because they 
considered that if the Corporation of Tunbridge Wells wanted to 
put their money into enterprises and devote their energy to enter- 
prises there were many things of much more pressing and urgent 
need than a telephone system. He had always urged that 
telephony, strictly speaking, was an Imperial and not a 
municipal business, and that the messages would sooner or later 
have a tendency to circulate more throughout the country than 
through the local or district area. Further, it was a class business; 
it was а luxury that could only benefit the few and not the many, 
such as gas or water would do. He quite agreed if this telephone 
was to be a success anywhere it would be at Tunbridge Wells. It 
was abundantly proved that Mr. Bennett, notwithstanding what they 
were led to believe in the first instance, could only give them a 
skimped and cheeseparing system. There was asignificant point in 
Mr. Bennett's report, which he was sorry Mr. Cripps had not put in 
to the Inspector. - It would enable him to form a better idea of Mr. 
Bennett’s singular methods. The most appropriate illustration he 
could give of Mr. Bennett was that of a jumping frog. He caught 


. them with the bait of a very low estimate and then his estimates 


kept on jumping up, and from his admissions in the witness-box he 
had not ceased jumping yet. It was impossible to say in what 
expenditure Mr. Bennett would ultimately land the Corporation 
believing in his cheapness. He need not remind the Inspector of 
how Mr. Bennett’s estimates had been exceeded. But the most 
important point was that of spares, because on this point the whole 
of the delightful balance-sheet, which had been presented to them, 
disappeared intoair. When Mr. Bennett was in the witness-box he 
was very uncertain about how many spares he would have. . When 
he was pressed, he declined to pledge himself, and it was very 
advisable on his part. Mr: Bennett's estimates showed an error of 
20 per cent., and for an engineer that wasa very serious error indeed. 
He would go further than that, and predict that when all this £25,000 
was expended they would not have the 1,148 completed lines. It had 
yet to be proved, and it was not proved at that inquiry, that Mr. 
Bennett would verify his estimate in the result. The Corporation 
had spent their £10,000 loan; they had spent £9,320 in excess of 
that loan, and, according to their own estimate, which was a san- 
guine one, they would only have 533 completed lines on which 
revenue could be estimated. That was all the Corporation had for 
their £19,320. When the latter half of the expenditure was incurred 
they could expect that Mr. Bennett's estimates would be às much 
exceeded as in the first half. They had to find out Mr. Bennett's 
estimates by experience of them. He had already quoted Mr. 
Bennett's report to the Brighton Corporation, in which he con- 
demned out of his own mouth wbat he was doing at Tunbridge 
Wells. He told the Brighton people that there must be unproductive 
lines, but at Tunbridge Wells he estimated all lines as revenue- 
earning to get a balance. They could only regret that Mr. Bennett 
had not told the Tunbridge Wells people what he told the Brighton 
people. It would have been useful to have had the information a 
little earlier. It was claimed by the borough accountant, who, of 
course, took his figures from Mr. Bennett, that alllines could be 
reckoned for revenue. His friend, Mr. Cripps, did not try to 
elucidate this point in the light of the very different story Mr. 
Bennett told at Brighton. Neither did Mr. Cripps venture to crose- 
examine Mr. Kingsbury on this point, although it made all the 
difference to the success or otherwise of the Tunbridge Wells 
undertaking. Then they had the evidence at Glasgow of Mr. Webb. 
He knew the question was one which Mr. Cripps was anxious to 
avoid, but the fact remained that Mr. Bennett had not acted in 
Tunbridge Wells on the evidence he gave at Glasgow. The 
Corporation, by the absence of a due proportion of spares, might be 
put to an extravagant outlay to provide a few extra lines which 
ought to be allowed for in the spares. It had been given in 
evidence, and he challenged Mr. Bennett to show the contrary, that 
there was no telephone system in the world without a proportion of 
spares, except Mr. Bennett's system in Tunbridge Wells. Mr. Crip 
had not attempted to controvert the evidence on this point, although 
it was fatal to the Corporation system. 

The Inspector: You cannot overload them like electric light or 
water mains, to the detriment of the consumer. 

Mr. Robb said that was so. There was no telephone system in 
the world working with less than 25 per cent. of spares. 
Make an allowance of 25 per cent. for spare lines, and away 
went the estimates of revenue—that nice little profit which 
elicited the applause of the telephone enthusiasts disappeared. It 
had been shown that the proper object of a sinking fund was 
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to relieve the ratepayers of capital liabilities, and if a municipal 
undertaking could not earn 6 percent. like a concern on a com- 
mercial basis, it was not worth entering upon. Mr. Bennett blew 
hot and cold. He told them that a telephone system was one of 
huge profits, and yet he could not provide for ordinary capital 
contingencies. He thought the Inspector would accept the evidence 
that what had been the telephone experience in the past 
would be the telephone experience in the future, notwith- 
standing the fact that this experience did not bear out Mr. 
Bennett's estimates, which he suggested were the estimates of an 
engineer who wanted Corporation fees. Mr. Bennett himself 
admitted that the wicked National Company took out its plant 
before it was worn out, and replaced it by new and 
improved plant, but yet he did not provide for the Corporation 
system to be maintained with similar efficiency. How was Mr. 
Bennett going to avoid an expenditure, which was demonstrated to 
be necessary, unless they were to put up with an inefficient and 
more or less antiquated service, which would become more 
obsolete as time went on, unless replaced? He passed from 
the engineering to the financial aspect. Here Mr. Bennett's 
estimates did not bear investigation, becarse they had a 
mass of expert evidence that the peculiarity of the telephone busi- 
ness was that the more it grew the expenses increased in proportion, 
instead of decreasing. Then there were items of working expendi- 
ture, but Mr. Bennett omitted that altogether. Other items had 
been under-estimated. There was the item of waste. A line might 
be run to a particular house wi ch the tenant shortly afterwards 
quits. That line remained dead and unprofitable. The allowance 
for switch rooms was ridiculous. Mr. Bennetts idea of a 
branch switchroom was a cottage in which a poor woman held 
a baby in one arm and manipulated the switchboard with 
the other, while the rest of the family had the small accommo- 
dation of a cottage lessened by rooms being taken for ex- 
change purposes. Employers’ Liability, insurance, and wayleave 
removals, were all instances of matters omitted entirely from esti- 
mates which must be cheap if nothing else. They were to incur all 
the risks of fighting a powerful company with their equipment cut 
down to the most cheeseparing limits. For the Corporation had 
entered on a cutting competition in preference to the wiser policy 
of the Post Office of co-operation in the public interest, which 
would bave saved them all the nuisance and expense of two systems. 
He took it these were the proper lines of competition described by 


the Postmaster-General. It must be co-operation, and not a war of 


rates, which was no good to anyone. His friend had referred to the 
£4 rate of the National, and he said that, as business people, the 
company were not likely to run the concern at а loss. He did not 
know whether they did or not, and further, did not care. But he did 
suggest that the £4 rate was a fighting rate. It wasarate forthis par- 
ticular locality for forcing the hands of the Corporation, and it was 
not а serious matter for the company to lose a thousand pounds in 
Tunbridge Wells. He submitted that the time had arrived when the 
members of the Corporation—notwithstanding the applause of gen- 
tlemen outside, who did not really know anything about the ques- 
tion-—shculd take a proper course, and instead of being driven like 
& lot of sheep by outside membera of the public, do the thing tbat 
was expected of them, and lead public opinion. The time had now 
come wben it must be seriously considered whether it was right 
to continue the service. He was sure the Corporation was com- 
posed of such intelligent men that if they did come to the conclusion 
that the system could not be successful, they would do as far as in 
them lay to remedy any error in which they had, perhaps un- 
wittingly, fallen. He maintained that Colonel Holland had not 
been misled by anyone. He would rather suggest that the Corpora- 
tion had been misled, perhaps unwittingly, by his friend, Mr. 
Bennett. He was not going to say anything unkind about Mr. 
Bennett, but there was a danger that gentlemen in Mr. Bennett's 
position were apt to be too passionate advocates of certain schemes, 
and a little too undesirous of advising the Corporation in the 
course it would be best to pursue. There was an absence of in- 
dependent expert advice. In conclusion, Mr. Robb repeated his 
thanks to the Inspector for the manner in which he had 
presided over the Inquiry. 

Mr. Cripps then replied on bebalf of the Corporation. Having 
heard both the counsel and Mr. Robb, it might be assumed that all 
had been said that could be said for the opposition. This was only 
the second or tbird inquiry of the kind, and he was prepared to 
meet the opposition on the grcund of principle which they raised. 
Mr. Robb had laid down two principles—one of fact, and one of 
deduction. Mr. Robb told them that Tunbridge Wells was the only 
town with an efficient municipal exchange. He also agreed with 
Mr. Robb that if the exchange could not be made a success in 
Tunbridge Wells, it could not be a success anywhere. The Select 
Committee considered the Post Office should. either grant licenses 
or provide a system themselves. As the outcome of that, Councils 
were authorised to borrow money for telephonic purposes. Mr. 
Robb had quoted the Postmaster-General in favour of co-operation. 
He would only say that the Corporation were acting under a Post 
Office license. He agreed that in general practice municipal trading 
should be discouraged, but he preferred to argue the question on 
the basis laid down by legislature. They might object to the electric 
light undertaking because the Gas Company were ratepayers. 
But who would argue that a local authority should not compete 
witha Gas Company? He should be very much surprised if the 
Local Government Board objected to a local authority exercising 
its Parliamentary powers. So much for the question of principle. 
They could, if they chose, meet the whole capital expenditure out 
of the rates and not go to the Local Government Board at all. But 
they rightly considered that the expenditure should be spread over 
a reasonable period. This inquiry was not into the establishment 
of the undertaking, but of one already established. They started 


* 


with a loan of £10,000, because they thought it would be enough. 
It was too ridiculous to make the success of the undertaking & 
reason for choking it. He was accused of using unfair argument in 
saying if the loan was not granted it would come out ofthe rates, 
but be did not mention that asa reason for the Local Government 
Board granting the loan. He recognised that that would be improper. 
What he said was that their undertaking was such a success that 
they could not wait for the sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. It was not the fault of the department, but 
they made application to the Board in April (when at a moment 
down went the National charges), the inquiry was held in May, and 
the exchange was opened in July. Though they were commended 
by Mr. Hanbury for having done the right thing, they did not get 
the Board's sanction till November. That was where people made 
a great mistake in saying they ought to wait for sanction. The 
consent was only necessary to the loan. He agreed that under 
ordinary circumstances it would be improper to spend the money 
and then go to the Local Government Board, but muoicipalities 
could not wait and let the National Company cut the ground from 
under their feet. As to reducing rates, which side had commenced 
it? The National charged £8, the Corporation £5 173 6d , and then 
the National charged £4 ; but, notwithstanding this, the residents pre- 
ferred to pay the extra £1 17s. 6d. They were not unpatriotic. They 
had established their undertaking, and they intended to support it. 
He wished next to refer to the two objections taken to the scheme 
—one engineering and one financial He submitted that Mr. 
Bennett, with one exception, had not been shaken in his evidence. 
Every possible attack had been heaped on Mr. Bennett’s head. It 
was suggested that he was actuated by the commission he earnt. If 
Sir Wm. Preece had been giving evidence on electric lighting, 
would that suggestion be made against Sir Wm. Preece? It was no 
shame to Mr. Bennett or to Sir Wm. Preece that they were paid 
commission. He hoped he had made it clear that the income he 
quoted was not actual receipts. He could not give a year's 
experience when they had not been working a year. Не need not 
have submitted any estimate of income at all, because they had got 
their powers. The borough accountant had averaged the probable 
receipts, and although it was suggested they would have with- 
drawals, that had not been their experience so far. At the end 
of the year they hoped to have 315 more revenue-earning 
lines. There could not be a case in which & telephone authority 
could put before them such a favourable statement on such a 
short experience. Evidence had been called to attack both their 
engineering and finance. He listened carefully to the evidence of Mr. 
Snowdon, who paid that very cursory visit to Tunbridge Wells, but 
that was not evidence on which this installation could be condemned. 
Mr. Snowdon, who spent afew hours here, asked them to believe 
that £19,000 worth of installation was not of & character that the 
Loc l Government Board ought to approve. That would be the 
only object of that evidence, viz., that this was such a defective 
installation that a loan ought not to be granted upon it. The 
defects wbich Mr. Snowdon found were trampery. They all knew 
what contractora were. Their department had been s busy that it 
had been driven off its legs with work. Some little faults existed, 
but it was childish to suggest that the installation was inefficient. 
Then Mr. Kingsbury had frankly admitted that he had never 
established a telephone system, and had no experience of its 
working. 

Mr. Kingsbury: May I say I never stated tbat. I have had 
experience of the whole run of exchanges. I have established 
several businesses. 

The Inspector: It is quite fair that should Ъз corrected. I think 
he gave very fair evidence. 

Mr. Cripps: I accept Mr. Kingsbury's correction. 

Mr. Cripps viewed with grave suspicion the evidence of a man 
the National Telephone Company dealt with. Mr. Kingsbury 
supplies goods from abroad. Mr. Bennett was attacked for doing 
this. 

The Inspector: Do not make the mistake you suggest was made as 


to Mr. Bennett. 


Mr. Cripps said he did not want to, but Mr. Kingsbury's evidence 
must be for the benefit of his customers. His frieud said that 
spares was the crux of the question. He agreed, because they had 
been crucified with spares. | 

The Inspector: Two questions were the crux, depreciation and 
spares. 

PMr. Cripps said he would deal with the question of spares. The 
opposition contended that there should be 25 per cent. of spares, 
but Mr. Bennett was not responsible for the fact that the spares 
bad been used up. If necessary, they would not shrink from the 
expenditure required to meet any demands upon them, whic. they 
bad no spare lines left for. 

Mr. Drury: I am afraid Mr. Cripps is missing the point 

The Inspector: I am afraid you have not much time to 
explain it. 

Mr. Drury: It is not a question of saving Mr. Bennett's estimates, 
but a financial question. 

Mr. Cripps said he endeavoured to put the question clearly. He 
had to do his duty to the Corporation. Ribald laughter was no 
argument. 

Mr. Robb: Except by yourself. | 

Mr. Cripps said his friends shifted their ground. Mr. Bennett 
had not said the spares would not be necessary. He was asked 
what they would do as they increased their business. They would 
have to come for a further loan. It was said that their accouut 
showed nothing for depreciation, but he suggested that the profit 
they claimed to show would be ample for depreciation. £1,086 was 
more than ample. It was not contemplated that municipalities 
should make a profit in relief of the rates, but as a contingency 
fund. In such an undertaking a depreciation fund was 
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unnecessary. What was the position at the end of 25 


years? The loan would be repaid ? The undertaking migbt be only 
scrap iron value. Their license would be at an end, and they had a 
purchaser for such of the plant as was efficient. The ratepayers 
would have lost nothing. What did it matter to them whether the 
plant depreciated or not. It did not matter to the present genera- 
tion how much or how little the plant was worth at the end of the 
license. The Inspector had suggested new inventions and other 
modifications of their plant, but they had the fact that the largest 
part of the capital was in cables which lasted, Mr. Bennett told 
them, almost for ever. | 

The Inspector: The witness knew we shall not live to verify it. 

Mr. Cripps said they were asked how a poor little municipality 
could fight against a big company, but he submitted that the 
National Company did not provide a large fund. As they were the 
only municipal exchange, he had only the example of the National 
Company to fall back upon. In conclusion, he thanked the 
Inspector, and if they bad trespassed on his indulgence they 
regretted it. He could not close without an appeal on behalf of 
the Corporation, who were performing an onerous duty. They 
asked one department of the Government for the means to carry 
out aduty placed on them by another Government department, and 
they could not conceive that this loan would not be granted, and 
put in the position of telling people they could not extend their 
exchange, because some ratepayers objected t> it. He felt 
strongly that if a Government department took such a course, 
the sooner the Telegraph Act was repealed the better, 
because the municipalities would have been greatly misled 
in this undertaking. They had been told by Mr. Hanbury 
that the municipalities of Glasgow and Tunbridge Wells had come 
to the rescue of the Government; they were urged by the Treasury 
and the Post Office to make application for this license—he could 
show the Inspector the correspondence. They had started the 
Exchange, no one could say it had not been atriumphal success. If 
this loan were refused no greater slap in the face could have been 
given to the municipalities of this country. The action of the 
opposition could have but one result if successful, viz., to benefit a 
monopoly, and place a heavy charge on the rates, and when the cut- 
ting rate answered its purpose the time would come when up would 
go the National rates, and they would be relegated to their old 
position of high telephone charges. Не claimed that Tunbridge 
Wells deserved well of the country, and did not deserve the slight 
which the Local Government Board was invited to administer to it. 

The Inspector: That terminates the Inquiry. 


THE INFLUENCE OF TARIFFS ON 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. 


By C. ASHMORE BAKER. 


(Concluded from page 459.) 


THE most important figures which these systems of charg- 
ing may be supposed to influence are the load factor, the 
rate of increase of lamps connected, and the ratio of price 
obtained to cost per unit; these figures have also been 
culled from the Llerfrical Times list and placed opposite 
their respective undertakings. 

Taking the average values obtained for the above quantities 
from Table I. as a whole, we may place them for easier re- 
ference as in Table 1I. 


TABLE II. 
Load Year's lamp con- Price. 
factor, nection increase Cost. 
per cent, 
Flat rate i 11:75 £6 188 
Maximum demand 1114 38 68. 1:768 
Sliding scale 12:19 - 23 79 1852 


It will be, no doubt, somewhat of a surprise to many to 
discover from an examination of this table that the maxi- 
mum demand system, which is usually adopted with a view 
to improving the load factor, appears to have, if anything, 
the opposite effect; the probability is, however, that in the 
large majority of cases it has no influence at all on this 
phenomenon. 

The difficulty of explaining the system to consumers is 
Well known, and it is probable that the average householder 
merely regards “ that thermometer thing in the scullery ” as 
@ suspicious device on the part of the electricity people, 
designed to induce him to burn more units, and contents 
himself with lighting his lamps when he wants them, 
* maugre bis load factor, as he would if charged on a flat 
rate, and denies himself the luxury of consuming twopenny 
units merely because they are twopenny units (of which 
assertion he has serious doubts), 

Looking at the figures relating to the rate of increase in 
the number of lamps connected, it will be observed that there 


is a marked difference in favour of the maximum demand 
system over the other two. It would, therefore, appear that 
the alluring prospect of those twopenny units is a powerful 
weapon in the hands of the canvasser, and an effective bait 
to the prospective customer, even though it may not convert 
that customer into a profitable consumer. 

Turning to the financial column, defeat again rests with 
the maximum demand system, which, in view of the fact 
that the load factor is not improved by it while the price 
charged for a large proportion of the output is materially 
reduced, is a result which was only to be expected, particu- 
larly when it is considered how commonly the maximum 
demand system is misused by fixing the initial rate too 
low and providing separately for power consumers. 

Comparing the sliding scale figures with those obtained 
for the flat rate system, it will be remarked that the load 
factor of the former stands appreciably higher than that of 
the latter, while the rate of increase of lamps connected 
is lower, a result probably due to such systems as the 
Hopkinson and that in use at Hastings, which the con- 


. sumer is better able to understand, and, therefore, knowing 


that his actual consumption is charged for at a low rate, 
permits himself a more prodigal use of current, although the 
lump sum per lamp in which he is mulcted induces him to 
wire his house for as few lamps as possible. As the sliding 
scale systems are more or less heterogeneous, and number in 
Table I. only some 15 in all, it is perhaps not safe to place 
too great a reliance on the results they produce, which 
remark applies particularly to the average profit which, in 
the two classes, is so nearly the same as to render them 
practically identical for the purposes of the present paper. 

It may be objected that the indiscriminate lamping to- 
gether of a number of miscellaneous cases will render the 
results obtained untrustworthy ; that companies cannot be 
compared with local authorities, or London districts with 
provincial ones. In order to meet these objections, we may 
examine the sub-divisions of Table I. separately, construct- 
ing for the facilitation of this purpose Table III. This on 
examination shows results not materially different from those 
exhibited in Table II.; for the sake of rendering inspection 
more easy the most favourable figures are printed in leaded 
type and the least so in italics. 

Taking this table class by class, we find that in one case 
only (that of provincial companies supplying public lamps) 
is the load factor highest in the case of the maximum 
demand system; of the remaining five classes in which all 
three systems are represented, three fall to the flat rates and 
two to the sliding scales. It may be objected that the 
great London local authorities have been excluded from this 
comparison ; unfortunately they have no near relations from 
& statistical point of view, their nearest neighbours in this 
respect being the great London companies having public 
lighting contracts, these battening as many of them do upon 
clubs, theatres, and such like haunts of vice, are able to 
scrape up an average load factor of nearly 15 per cent. 
between the two classes represented by them. If thie 
London authorities are placed in the vacant space between 
these two sets of figures, it will be found that the load factor 
is again in favour of the flat rate system. 

Considered generally, the most important class in Tables 
I. and III. is that representing the provincial local authorities 
supplying their own public lamps, of which there are 20 in 
the flat rate division and 81 employing maximum demand 
meters. 

It may surely be assumed with safety that these numbers 
are sufliciently great to give at least an indication of the 
merits of the respective syttems of charging represented by 


them. The figures stand thus :— 
Increase Price. 
Lead factor. per cent. Cost. 
Flat rate 1257 95:9 1:92 
Maximum demand ... 1178 363 179 
Sliding scale ... 11:35 29 13 1:802 


That is to say (with regard to the first two classes) they are 
in: e sane order as in Table II., the differences being even 
mc. пи Кеа in the first and last columns, thus giving con- 
Bic. ble support to the conclusions derivable from that table. 

]'« remaining classes of undertakings, though the number 
rej; = "ted in each is, as a rule, too small to render them 
rel, ii: gauges of the values of the tariff, systems they 
rei ent, still give general support to the results already 
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arrived at, and which point to the facts that maximum demand 
meters are useless for increasing the load factors of under- 
takings, though they may be of assistance in increasing the 
number of lamps connected. 


. Sliding scale systems, while improving the load factor, tend | 


to keep down the total load, while the flat rate has appatently 
hitherto proved itself the best all-round system. It may be 
Pointed out that it has not been an easy matter to decide in 
every case under what heading any particular undertaking 
should be placed ; the published statements as to the method 
of charging employed are in many cases vague and undefined ; 
the writer would submit, however, that an occasional dis- 
crepancy would not greatly affect the general results shown. 

'The general moral pointed by the foregoing would seem 
to be that the flat rate system is the only one at present in 
general use which may be considered satisfactory all round 
to both consumer and producer. There remains the fact, 
however, that that valuable bye-product, the day load, is still а 
glut in the market, and that if а sale is to be found for cheap 


instances, in many others means that the engineer of the 
concern has admitted his inability to handle his plant so as 
to make it a remunerative investment to the owners. 

In our opinion, however, skilled supervision is destined to 
play a much more important róle in the future than many 
of us are disposed to admit. 

Let us turn for a moment to the boilers. How many 
engineers are in a position to say upon scientific authority 
that they are getting the fullest practical thermal value out of 
their fuel? | 

In one central station which we have in mind, the coal 
bill has been reduced to the extent of several thousand pounds 
а year by adopting the simple expedient of burning the 
ashes, which were produced to an abnormal extent by an 
inefficient, though much-used, type of patent mechanical 
stoker. 

The brickwork setting of water-tube boilers, such as the 
Babcock & Wilcox type, requires most careful erection. As 
little fire-clay as possible between the layers of bricks should 


TABLE III. 
Flat rates. | Maximum deciküd; | М Sliding scale. 
werte Load Year's lamp Price. Load | Year's lamp Price. Load . Year's lamp Price 
factor 7 Mud Cost | factor. | Den cent: | Cost. factor. 5 | Cost. 
um. BE cr Se 8 — шышы ш> | ux Я — —à—— . 
London companies ae | 10°98 41°6 1°99 10:29 | 44°16 ! 1:65 13:95 14:5 | 1:855 
Do., with public lighting .. | 15707 17:7 1°66 — | — — 142 | 15:6 1886 
Provincial companies .. |^ 1028 X 29995 1:166 8°5 233 ·4 1685 8˙68 2? 186 
Do., with public lighting .. | 9117 o5 1:86 10:97 463 | 1795 10915 9254 t945 
London authorities ES — — — | — | — — | — | — 
Do., with publio lighting | — — — 14°88 |». §0°04 1:63 — — | — 
Provincial authorities T 10:58 90:6 2°48. 9214 31°6 1:94 12°86 207 | 1°88 
Do., with public lighting .. 12:57 Gu 1-92 


electricity out of peak hours а method of charging must be 
adopted which will enable the consumer not only to ascertain by 
estimation in advance or direct inspection the amount of his 
liability, but will, as in the little tried Kapp system, enable 
him to know when and at what rate the cheap supply obtains. 
If means such as these are adopted and rationally applied, there 
can be little doubt that (in spite of the assertion of an astute 
observer that a man will not burn his lamps in the 
daytime, because he can do so cheaply), a day rate of definite 
amount sufficiently low, measured in a manner which the 
consumer is able to understand, and by which he is able at 
any time to ascertain the amount of his bill to date, will be 
likely to induce him to avail himself of that cheap supply 
for numerous small domestic conveniences, such, for instance, 
as heating, cooking, small motive power, &c., the employ- 
ment of which is at present almost out of the question. 

P.S.—Since the above was written, I-have observed that 
Mr. Mordey has treated the subject in a somewhat similar 
manner in а contribution to the discussion on Mr. Wright’s 
Institution paper. It is said that “ great minds always 
think alike," I, therefore, take this opportunity of offering 
my congratulations to Mr. Mordey ! 


CENTRAL STATION LOSSES. 
Bv AN ASSOC. M.INST.C.E. 


Tux continued struggle amongst central station engineers to 
generate and sell electrical energy at a very low cost has pro- 
duced some remarkable results in the annual cost sheets of 
certain undertakings. 

Reduced costs are usually brought about by a combina- 
tion of the undermentioned factors :— 

" New plant. 

2. Skilled supervision. 

With regard to the former item, this, of course, means 

capital expenditure, which, although justified in most 


| | | | 
11°78 | 36°3 129 11°85 2918 — 1:802 


be used, and even then the air leakage in most instances 
becomes excessive in the course of & year or two, and the 
efficiency of the boiler rapidly falls. So serious is this drop, 
and so difficult is it to prevent air leakage, that the final cure 
seems to resolve itself into entirely casing the boiler, or battery 
of boilers, with thin sheet-iron. 

This remedy is so complete that the additional initial 
outlay is amply justified by the results obtained. 

No doubt when the demand for casing water-tube boilers 
with sheet-iron becomes more general, the manufacturers 
will be able to reduce the somewhat heavy initial outlay at 
present necessary in its adoption. 

Probably the next source of boiler inefficiency in order of 
importance is that due to inferior stoking. Partially un- 
covered fire-bars can usually be discovered in any battery of 
working boilers, especially where mechanical stokers are 
used. 

The excess of air supply over and above that required for 
perfect combustion will here readily reveal itself in the 
scanty percentage of CO, amongst the flue gases, together 
with a low temperature. 

It is difficult to realise the enormous loss of fuel due 
to banking fires as stand-bys without making careful tests. 
We have noticed. on more than one occasion that one 
battery of boilers has consumed considerably more coal than 
another precisely similar battery when banked and shut off 
the steam mains. 

The explanation of this apparent anomaly can usually be 
very easily stated in the words “leaky dampers.” This is a 
most fruitful source of loss, and one to which too much 
attention cannot be given. Again, steam mains are fre- 
quently charged with steam, and left to radiate their heat 
at times of light load, when a little forethought might easily 
have obviated the expenditure, And, finally, having enume- 
rated a few of the usual sources of loss in boiler efficiency, it 
can be seen that most of the waste involved could be very 
much reduced, or altogether eliminated, by skilful super- 
Vision. 

Passing into the engine house, the problem of economical 
running of existing plant does not leave very great score for 
the useful resources of the engineer. 


~ 
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©; A good load factor on the running generators is, of course, 


essential, and no spares should be run except in cases of great 
necessity, so that here, again, we see the human factor play- 
ing a prominent part. . | 

This difficulty is, of course, very much increased where 
alternators are run in parallel, especially where the frequency 
is very high, owing to the phasing trouble, which may be 
said to increase in direct proportion to the number of cycles 
per second of the generators. 


With regard to condensing with surface condensers, 


perhaps the greatest scope here presents itself to the in- 
genuity of the engineer, though it is only fair to say that it is 
not possible to economise much of the heat with the existing 
arrangements of most central stations. 

It is well to remember that if the heat which is rejected 
by us with the circulating water discharge can be utilised for 
work, the efficiency of the steam engine rises to & remarkable 


The sulphur dioxide engine, of which & full description 
has appeared in the REVIEW, is a pleasing exempli- 
cation of the new method. We do not for a moment 
claim the discovery of a scientific principle, but we 
certainly think that the principle might be turned to 
advantage in a much wider application than at present. 

Many of us make every effort to keep the whole of our 
steam plant condensing, when it is evident that we should 
secure a great deal of the latent heat of the steam now being 
turned to waste for raising the temperature of the feed- 
water. Sometimes the exhaust steam from the auxiliary 
engines (steam pumps, exciters, &c.) can be diverted to this 
purpose, though the practice is not to be recommended as 
the best, for we must remember that auxiliary engines, to а 
much greater extent than motors, involve- considerable 
expense for repairs and maintenance, for attendance, and for 
stores. It therefore seems evident to us that the most 
economical process i8 to run a considerable proportion of 
the auxiliary plant by motors, and to heat the feed-water 
with some of the otherwise wasted latent heat from the 
main engines by turning some of the exhaust steam into it. 

This method should involve very little expenditure in 
capital outlay, especially as it is not advisable, for obvious 
reasons, to convert more than a certain percentage of the 
auxiliary steam plant to the motor-driven system. 

In pointing out a few of the items which should demand 
special attention in the effort to reduce works costs, we have 
not alluded at any length to labour economy, as this is so 
much regulated by circumstances, very many of which are 
beyond our control. Oil is generally the heaviest item 
amongst engine-room stores, and we are aware of several 
instances in England where a reduction of 60 per cent. in 


its consumption has been secured by scientific investigation 


combined with skilled supervision. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 882, High Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


Erratum.—For No. 6,585 in our last issue, read 5,536. 


5,670. Improvements in automatic apparatus for controlling and operating 
the points of electrical railways and tramways,” J. B. Stewanr, W. Н. Tur- 
NER, and R. E. Dixon. March 7th. 


5,831. “Improvements in systems and apparatus for regulating electric 
currents.“ R. C. CLIN REH. March 10th. 

6,851. “Improvements in [repayment gas or other fluid or electricity 
supply controlling apparatus.“ H.Coonry. March 10th. (Complete.) 

5,862. “Improvements in rheostats.” J. Lunpig. Date applied for under 
Patents Act, 1901, August 15tb, 1001, being date of application in United States.) 
March 10th. (Complete.) 


5,888. “Improvements in magneto-electric therapeutic appliauces." L. 8. 
Osman. March 10th. 


i x "Improvements in electrical watt-meters." V. A. ARCIONI. March 


5,897. “А new or improved electric circuit interrupter.” J. W. T. CADETT 
and E. S. SHEPHERD. March 10th. 


5,913. Improvements in thermo-electrio material.” H. Bazmer. March 
llth. (Complete.) і 

1,984. “А new and improved cómbination clock, electric battery and limp, 
with self-contained case for the same.” Н. Waterson. March 11th. 

5,914. Improved telegraph systems.” W. L. Wise. (J. Н. Pierce, United 
States.) March Dth. (Completc.) 

6,952. ‘Improvements in and relating to electric arc lamps." 
Тномгѕом. (E. Sander, Germany.) March lith. 


5,960. Fuse box for electric currents.” W. C. HuNNIBALL; and G. Carr. 
March 11th. 


5,972. “Electrical arrangement for enabling sounding signals to be exchanged 
between locomotives in motion, and the stations, stopping раев &с., and 
between the locomotives for the purpose of preventing railway oolli:ions.” 
E.DANNEELS. March lith. (Complete.) 

5,978. Improvements relating to rectifiers for single or polyphase alter- 
nating currents." A. Хором. Maroh llth. 


5,981. “ Improvements in rail bonds or connections for electric railways.” 
G. B. BLaNcHARD. March lith. 


5,988. '' An automatic electrical cut-out.” D. R. Bruck. March 11th. 

5,997. Improvements relating to the controlling of electric circuits." S. Z. 
DE FERRANTI. March 116. 

6,000. “ Improvements in apparatus for producing high electrica] potentials, 
and in means for utilising the same for the ignition of explosive mixtures or 
compounds in explosion motors." E. E1issmann, March llth. (Complete.) 


6,009. Improved fire alarm telegraph repeater apparatus.“ L. G. WooLLEx. 
March llth. (Complete.) 


6,024. "Improvements in or relating to electric arc lamps.” 
March 11th. 


6,003. ''Improvements in apparatus for testing eleotrioal circuits." J. E. 
Preston and S. 8. ALcock. March 12th. 


6,121. ''Improvements in electric arc lamps.“ J.J. Клтнвомк. March 12:h. 


6,122. "Improvements in electric switches or circuit closers and breakers.” 
Otis ELEVATOR Company, LixiTED, (Otis Elevator Company, Incorporated, 
United States. March 12th. 


6,148. ‘Improvements in automatic regulation of voltage in alternating 
electric current systems.” THe British THoMsoN-HousTON Company, LIMITED, 
and Н. 8. MEYER. March 12th. 

6,147. "Improvements in portable 
A. ECKSTEIN and А. Brookrk. March 18th. 

6,148. An сер oved thermostatic cut-out for electric heating circuits.“ 
A. ECESTEIN and C. H. ArcHER, March 18th. ~ 

6,155. An improved device for cleaning overhead electrical conductors.” 
E. M*HorLiNGowoRTH. March 18th. 

6,184. "Improvements in section insulators for electric trolley conductors.” 
Н. Hirst and W. Woop. March 13th. (Complete.) 


6,198. **An apparatus for the measurement of high electrical resistances.” 
O. Cox. March 13th. 


6,209. “Improvements in or relating to electric arc lamps." B. Н. JouNsox. 
March 18th. (Complete.) | 

6,333. ‘Improvements in and relating to automatic electrio circuit 
breakers.” S. Z. DE FERRANTI, C. C. Ganiakp and Н. W. CLOTHIER., March 

6,295. “Improvements in or relating to brakes for electric tranicats and like 
vehicles.“ G. A. Тконвк and W. CHarxaN. March 14th. 

6,80 1. Improvements in and relating to the manufacture of electric accu- 
A ACCUMULATOR INDUSTRIES, LiMiTED, and J. J. H. HUNTE. 

arc $ 


6,828. “ Improvements in electricity meters.” 
FnickER, March 14th. 


6,831. ‘‘Improved electrical cooking apparatus.“ M. Bayno. March 14th. 
(Complete.) | 


6,815. ‘‘Improvements in electric light signals." 
March 14th. (Complete.) 


6,816. ''Improvements in and relating to electro-magnetic circuit-breakers 
or cut-outs.” E. L. JosEpH and G. HaARbNER. March 14th. (Complete.) 


6,347. "Improvements connected with electric railways." J. SWINBURNE. 
March 15th. 


кыы "Improvements in and relating to arc lamps.“ W. PATERSON. March 
th. 


W. P. 


C. OLIVER. 


hand-combination telephones.” 


W. M. Monk and G. C. 


W. TABOULEWITS« II. 


6,379. “ A continuous burning arc lamp with inclined carbons.” 
RicNoN and E. Eismann. March 15th. (Complete.) 


6,383. “ Automatic electric battery regulating switch." J. E. SravNoLertTi 
and J. Lawrence. March 15th. 


6,896. '' Magnetic contact box for electric tramways.” 
(A. Diatto, Italy.) March lóth. 


6,130. “А new or improved system of overhead construction for electric 
railways.“ E.H.TyLer. March löth. | 


J. A. 


B. J. B. MILLS. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Mesars. W. P. Thompson 


and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


1009. 


3,683. ''Imprevements in electricity meters.” M. £. Reasen, W. Раба 
н. б. Hughes (executors of Н. Reason), and Reason Manufacturing Company. Dated 
February 24th, 1900. The field magnet of a motor meter has a divided magnetic 
circuit, one branch consisting of steel or permanent magnets, while the other 
branch ів an air space, the steel being magnetically saturated, so that it does 
not carry the entire Пих. In the form described, soft iron pole-pieces and & 
magnetising coil are carried by plates, which are connected at the corners by 
steel bolts. 2 claims. 


3,731. “improvements in the manufacture of electrically conducting material.” 
E. Sander. Dated Februnry 26th, 1900. Electrically conducting material is made 
by mixing two or more finely-divided substances selected from both of two 
cla 


sses, in equal or other proportions, and furing the mixture in an electric or 
other furnace. 4 claims. 


3,763. '' improvements in and relating to olectrical sesondary batteries." Е.М. 
Commelina and К. А. Viau. Dated l'ebruary 26th, 1900. The positive electrode is 
made up of two grids of insulating material, which enclose between them & 
number of lead strips, which are attached to, or form part of, a connecting 
strip. Tbe framework thus formed is filled with lead peroxide. The negative 
electrode is made up of a number of superpo:ed troughs of insulating material, 
fitted in а frame. Each trough contains a wire, strip, or sheet of lead or other 
material connected to a conductor, which is embedded in the insulating frame. 
The electrolyte employed is a solution of cadiuium sulphate, so that, during 
forming.“ cadmium is deposited on the strips. 5 claims. 


3,762. ‘Тһе application ef steatite to electrical pu 
material." F. de Mare and E. Fremy. Dated Februar 
the preparation of steatite as an insulating material: 
igniters for gas, &c., engines. 2 claims. 


аз an ius 
47th, 1900. 1 
and its application to 
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APRIL 4, 1902. 


No. 1,271. 


ANALOGIES TO THE WRIGHT DEMAND 
SYSTEM. 


THE arguments in Mr. Arthur Wright’s papers, particularly 
his last Institution contribution on the subject, are very 
generally accepted by engineers as being correct. True, one 
or two dissentient voices are raised in protest, but it is not 
going further than the truth to say, that seldom do we hear 
an engineer actually in command of a supply system using 
the demand principle, say anything but what is good 
regarding it. The difficulty is to explain the principle to 
those who are not sufficiently versed in supply matters to 
grasp the ideas conveyed by “ standing-by and “ running 
costs.” A very good analogy is furnished by the recent 
action of a Metropolitan Borough Council in connection with 
wash-house charges or the rates levied for the use of the public 
wash-house accommodation. The value of the illustration is 
enhanced by the conditions being reversed ; in electricity 
supply, the undertakers desire to encouraze long-hour loads ; 
in the use of the wash-houses the owners, having established 
them at public expense for the benefit of the very poorest 
classes, are anxious to discourage the locking-up of the 
facilities in the hands of a few, which would thereby 
prevent the utilisation of these public conveniences by the 
many. The intention of any such rate of charge is to make 
it difficult (by making it costly) for washer-women to stick 
to the premises for long hours together, doing work not for 
their own families but for others. A sliding scale has been 
in use in the case in point for some time past as follows :— 


First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth After, 
hour. hour. hour. hour. hour. hour. рег hour. 
1d. 14d. 2d. 2d. 2d. 2d. 64. 


This scale, however, was not found to increase the charge 
after the third hour at a sufficiently rapid rate to meet the 
local conditions, and after consideration of the advisability 
of slightly raising the charges, the opinion was expressed 
that they should be altered in this manner :— 


First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth After, 
hour, hour. hour. hour. hour. hour. per hour. 
1d. 2d. 2d. 3d. 4d. 5а. 6d. 


Here we have the demand principle in full operation in 
the supply of an entirely different commodity to electricity 
and for rather different reasons, although the effect to be 
created is precisely similar in kind but opposite in 
direction. What is desired is the bringing into play of the 
economical propensities of the purchaser by making the com- 
modity expensive at the time when the supplier does not 
desire to encourage the demand. The public wash-houses 
are established with a definite end in view and lock up a 
large sum of public money, and they are run at a loss, cLeer- 
fully borne, because of the sanitary amelioration in the con- 
ditions of life of the humbler classes ; the rates for the times 
during which such classes may advantageously make use of 
them. are almost nominal, but an artisan's family washing 
cannot require more than three hours to accomplish, after 
this period, therefere, the rates rapidly rise to a figure. 
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deterring the user from continuing in possession. The 
proposed increase of one halfpenny in the charge for the 
first three hours—which is about the average time tuken by 
the washers—is estimated to increase the former takings by 
10 per cent., while the increases in the charges beyond the 
third hour are not, it is considered, likely to affect the 
class for whom these institutions were primarily established. 
While on this subject we would suggest that instead 
of enunciating the tariff on the maximum demand system 
in the usual way—for example, “7d, per unit for the first 
hour’s use of the maximum demand, and 1d. per hour after- 
wards”—it might be stated in the form of a sliding scale, 
somewhat as in the case above referred to. Thus, we should 
have, instead of the 7d. and 1d., the following scale :— 


For 1 hour's use of the maximum demand 7d. per unit. 
d 


» 2 * » » 75 . » 

» 3 17 ” эз n 3d. » 

» 4 ” тз » » 21d. )» 

» 5 э n n » 21d. n 

» 6 » » 17 n 2d. ” 
and во on. 


This would leave no room for ambiguity, and the rather 
alarming sound of the 7d. is toned down by the subsequent 
soothing 4d.— 2d. 

If another analogy were wanted, we might point out that 
the postal tariff is of a similar nature to the maximum 
demand system, the only essential difference lying in the fact 
. that it is intermittent instead of continuous, fractions of a 
pound (in the case of parcels) being reckoned as pound:. 
The tariff is :— 


For Llb.  .. vis - 27 3d. per 1b 
2]bs. .. Qus — SOR 2d. 

„ 3 lbs.. 134d. „ 

„ 4 Ibn. — dd „ 

„ 5 Ibs .. — Md. , 

„ 6 168, 13 s 


This is the sliding scale equivalent to a charge of 3d. for 
the first pound and 1d. for every pound afterwards, and 
represents а fixed sum of 2d. for standing charges on each 
parcel, and a runring rate of 14. per lb, according to 
weight. 

Like most analogies, this is not perfect, and must not be 
pressed too far, but it may be of use in explaining the 
principle to puzzled and suspicious consumers. 


On Saturday, March 22nd, a conference, 
organised by the Labour Association, was 
held in Bradford to promote co-operative production based 
on the co-partnership of the worker. Three papers were 
discussed, which, whilst bearing different titles, such as 
“The Crisis in British Industry," and “The Efficient 
Organisation of Industry,” were all based upon the same 
theme, viz. “ Co-operation.“ 

The authors of the papers were unanimous in the opinion 
that co-partnership offered a solution of the industrial 
problem. None of them, however, appears to have indicated 
the lines on which such co-partnership might be practically 
carried out. There is nothing new in the crude idea of 
co-partuership, but there are difficulties, and in some cases 
apparently insurmountable difficulties, in formulating a 
satisfactory scheme. Wherever it is possible to use labour- 
saving machinery, the proportionate cost of labour to the 
value of the finished article or machine can be so materially 
reduced, that the more general adoption of such machinery 
will make employers less and less inclined to take the 
initiative in any co-partnership proposal. 

It is only in cases where the cost of labour forms a con- 
siderable proportion of the total costs of production, that 
there is any inducement for the employers to offer the work- 


Industrial 
Conference. 


men a share in the profits. On the other hand, the Trades 
Unions, as shown by the discussion on the above-mentioned 
papers, and by the expressed opinions of their officials, 
strongly oppose any profit-sharing proposals, and by their 
* са-саппу " methods are forcing the more extended use of 
labour-saving appliances. One speaker defended the“ ca- 
canny, or restriction of output system. Hes said that 
unionists were opposed to being overworked and brought to 
an early grave, and had shown “how to work and prolong 
life.’ This is a somewhat novel claim for trades unionism, 
but we do not find that the speaker produced any figares to 
show that unionists were longer lived than their free labour 
brethren. Mr. Vivian, the secretary of the Association, 
voiced the feelings of all fair-minded men in saying that a 
man who did not put his best into his work was an enemy 
to his class. Resolutions were adopted expressing the need 
for conferences of the representatives of capital and labour 
in the great manufacturing centres. The objects of this 
Association appear to be almost identical with those of the 
National Industrial Association, founded last year by Mr. 
John Lockie, and discussed at some length in our columns, 


Wrru this number of the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, our readers will receive the 
second portion of our annual sheet of statistics regarding the 
clectricity works of the United Kingdom. It will be at once 
evident that the sheet has been entirely re-organised and revised. 
In order to avoid the unwieldy and annoying dimensions to 
which such sheets are apt to grow, we have adopted smaller 
type, and at the same time have compressed the information 
into the least possible space. Further, seeing that for most 
purposes of reference it is immaterial whether a station is 
alternating or direct, in Scotland or in England, we have 
adopted a uniform alpbabetical arrangement for the whole 
sheet, except in the case of the stations within the 
County of London, which are grouped on sheet No. 2. By 
this alteration we have at the same time overcome two 
other difficulties—viz., the increasing preponderance of 


direct over alternating systems, and the frequent'occurrence 
of stations combining both systems. 

We have to record our sincere thanks for their kind 
assistance to the Central Station Engineers, who have, 
almost without exception, willingly furnished the necessary 
data; we gather from remarks let fall in several of their 
letters that the reduction in size will be very acceptable to 
them, and we trust that both they and our other readers will 
find the sheets (which are printed on one side only) con- 
venient and useful for reference. 

Lastly we wish to point out that criticism is the salt of 
friendship, and that we shall be most pleased to receive from 
our readers and earnestly consider all suggestions tending 
to the greater usefulness of the sheet. 


Electricity Works 
Statistics. 


Acetylene for Lighthouses.—In a consular report 
sent home by the U.S. consul at Stettin last autumn, an opinion 
given by the chief of the Imperial testing station for marine lights, 
which is situated near Stettin, is quoted ia the following words:— 
“ For lighthouses out of reach of electricity, and easily accessible in 
winter or summer, acetylene would render good service, although it 
can in no way be compared with electricity in reliability, on 
accountof the many details which must be looked after when burning 
this gas. I prefer electricity. Most of the French coast lights are 
electrical, while our lights are all petroleum." The consul pro- 
ceeds to remark:—“ At the Altenbruch lighthouse, on the Elbe, 
there have been some experiments with acetylene, giviug the 
following results: By a consumption of 102 litres per hour 302 ср. 
was produced, and by 175 litres per hour 435 с.р. An objection to 
acctylene for ‘long-range ’ lighthouses, as advanced by an experi- 
enced sea captain, is that in а fog or thick weather it walls too 
easily. A petroleum light will penetrate a fog toa greater distance 
than any other illuminant. For clear weather acetylene probably 
gives the best results. In this district (the Oder river down to 
Ziegenort) there are 15 navigators’ lights, tive of which are burning 
acetylene ; one (on an artificial island in the Big Вау) is to be 
replaced by electricity, due to the difliculty of approach during the 
period of ice. Mariners have made considerable complaint about 
the weakness of the Arcona light (north-point of Rügen Island, 
and it is atthis station that the Allgemeine Carbid und Acctylene 
Geselischaft expects to erect its tirst permanent coast light." 
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CIRCULATION IN WATER-TUBE BOILERS. 
By Wm. H. BOOTH. 


THE following notes are written in the hope of presenting 
a plain and practical explanation of the phenomenon .of 
circulation in water-tube boilers. Water expands by heat, 
but the coefficient is too small to be of any value as a cause 
of circulation of solid water. It is only when steam is 
formed that true cireulation can be looked for, and it is the 
formation of steam tht is at once the hope of certain forms 
of water-tube boilers and the despair of others which fail 
to recognise natural laws, and, recognising them, to compel 
their aid. 

It is scarcely sufficiently recognised that there is a vital 
difference in principle between the circulation im the com- 
paratively horizontal tubes of large tube boilers and the 
nearly vertical tubes of the small tube type. 

In a flatly inclined tube the steam, asit is formed, soon 
rises to the upper side of the tube, and in a lightly worked 
boiler makes its way along that to the outlet point opposed 
by the resistance of the water. In the small tube variety 
the steam cannot escape in this way, but remains mixed with 
the water in bubbles, or collects into plugs, and the result is 
& tube only partially full of water, capable of exerting a 
hydrostatic pressure very much less than if the tube were 
solid with water. If the down-comers afford a free flow of 
water to the lower ends of such a tube, the difference of head 
will produce a rapid circulation. In order to understand to 
what extent this action will take place, we need only take an 
actual example, and find what must realy occur. We will 
assume the case of a water-tube boiler with tubes averaging 
5 ft. in length, and of an inside diameter of 1] in. and an 
outside of 14 in. The coal consumption will be taken at 
60 lbs. per square foot per hour, and the evaporation 10 lbs. 
of water per pound of coal. "The ratio of tube to grate sur- 
face will be 45 : 1. 


From these data we first deduce that the weight of water 


evaporated being 600 Ibs. per hour per foot of grate repre- 
sents 13°33 lbs. per superficial foot of tube surface. As the 
surface of a 5-rt. length of tube is nearly 2 sq. ft., this is 
practically equal to 26 lbs. of water per tube per hour, or 
"0072 lb. per second. The water contents of the tube is 
2:6 Ibs., or 0°0426 cub. ft. Thus in every second the tube 
is emptied of 41, of its contents, or ; in. of its length. 

If the boiler pressure be taken at 200 lbs. absoluto, at 
which pressure 1 10. of steam occupies 2:27 cub. ft. of 
space, the evaporation per sccond, or the volume of steam 
generated in the tube, will be 0163 cub. ft. per second, 
occupying, say, 23 iu. length of tube. Thus nearly half 
the length of the tube is filled with steam in each second of 
time, and the rate of flow equal to this head of water, H, i8 


expressed in feet per second as v = 8 JH, where H is in 
this case nearly 2 ft. v thus becomes 11 ft. per second. 
But as the feed water has been found sufficient to fill only a 
sixth of an inch of tube this flow is 782 times the feed, 
and, of course, could not continue, because the head due to 
врасе occupied by tne steam would be reduced by the same 
proportion. Let the difference of head be reduced to 12 in. 
Then v = 8 /1 = 8 ft. per second velocity of flow due to 
a head of 12 іг. | 

This rate of flow would empty the tube of water in 
& second, во that the flow of water now is practically 576 
times the feed rate. If the rate of flow were to fall off from 
this the volume of steam would quickly increase in the 
tube, and the velocity of flow would increase, whilst any 
farther increase of velocity would be checked by the 
redaction of volume of the steam in the tube, and a balance 
would soon be struck. Even with these figures, however, it 
appears that there would always be 14g in. of steam in the 
tube, so that actually the velocity of flow due to head must 
be somewhat more than that calculated. A balance would 
be found at about 13 in. of head, which would give a 
ig of 9 ft. per second, or 618 times the fecd, as shown 

ow. 


In the particular case in point for a 5-ft. tube in wbich 
pressure of 300 lbs. absolute, the 7 ft. length of steam plugs 


23 in. of steam are generated every second, the relative 
length of water and steam at any instant in the tube will, 
of course, vary with the velocity. For & velocity such that 


the tube is emptied in 1 second, the steam will, of course, 
occupy the length, 23 in. | 
The head causing velocity will be reduced as v increases, 


and must always be H — e x =) ft. But v must 
always equal 8 VH, | \ 

г 5 23 
whence is obtained H = ЖУ 12 


or s = 1˙2 ft. .. H = 1718, and as у = 8 VH, we 
find у = 83 ft., or 102 in., being 612 times the feed supply 
of 4 in. Mr. Thorneycroft has claimed that he gets a circula- 
tion of 100 times the feed, and the claim seems moderate, even 
after allowing for the frictional resistance of the bent 
tubes of the boiler, but he or others claim that this is 
double what is obtained in drowned-tube boilers. 

If, however, in either case the result is several times less 
than calculation would lead us to suppose possible, it must 
not be forgotten that the reduction of velocity implies a 
greater length of steam in the tube at any one instant, and 
this, of course, ought to add to the velocity by increasing 
the virtual head, н, causing flow. А velocity of 100 times 
the feed supply would, in the case under consideration, lead 
to the conclusion that in the 5-ft. tube the flow is only 
16 in. per second, or one-third of the tube length, whence it 
would be supposed that such a tube would be nearly full of 
steam. But this view would be modified when it is con- 
Bidered that the evolution of steam would be chiefly in the 


upper ends of the tubes where the water is hottest and there 


is least hydrostatic pressure. 

In any case it is probable that the circulation in small 
tube boilers is likely to be considerable, and there ought to 
be ample area of down-comer to allow of supply. There 
can, of course, be no circulation whatever unless there is # 
supply to the base of the tubes. Thus, in the case of! 
boiler with 5 ft. tubes, if the grate area were 20 sq. ft., ther 
would be 450 tubes evaporating 1,170 gallons per hour. I 
600 times the feed had to pass the down-comers, provision 
must be made to pass, say, 600,000 gallons through the 
down-comers every hour, which at a flow of 54 ft. per second, 
would call for four 15-in. pipes. Such provision is not 
made. Probably it is an unnecessarily liberal provision for 
a grate area of 20 sq. ft., but it is also probable that more 
rapid circulation would be secured with even more liberal 
allowance of down-comer area, and that even Mr. Thorney- 
croft’s claim of about 100 times the feed as shown by 
measurement in the down-comers may be as moderate as it is, 
because of the area provided being no greater than it is. 

Now let us examine the Belleville boiler of which we have 
heard so much. An element of the boilers of the Diadem 
measures about 106 ft. in length in 16 folds, and is heated 
by about 5 sq. ft. of grate area, burning 21 lbs. of coal per 
square foot, or, say, 1 lb. of coal per hour for each 1 ft. 
length of tube. Allow an evaporation of 9 lbs. of water, 
and this gives 95 gallons per hour per element, or, say, 
15 cub. ft., representing 2,140 cub. ft. of steam at 200 lbs. 
absolute. As most of this steam is madein the lowest lap of 
tube, there is an equivalent plug of steam to get away every 
second, no less than 7 ft. long (if we assume the tubes to be 
4 in. inside diameter). Assume that of this amount 3 ft. in 
length is generated in the bottom lap of tube, and the 
picture can be imagined of the condition of each element 
with, every second, a plug of steam 3 ft. long struggling up 
the 16 folds of pipe with their 30 bends, gradually growing 
in length to 7 ft. as it nears the steam drum. By intention 
there is no water circulation in the Belleville boiler, and this 
steam is not intended to carry with it any water at all. 

It is only too obvious that it must and will carry much 
water, and thia will suffice to explain why the bottom tubes 
become red-hot from lack of water, for it is easy to under- 
stand that very little fresh water can sometimes enter at the 
nozzles. It is also easy to see why the back-pressure valves 
were placed in the down-takes, for these would naturally form 
the easier and shorter way for the escape of steam from the 
bottom tubes. It also becomes clear why the Belleville 
boiler is worked at so high a p:essure, во very much in 
excess of that at which the engines are worked. With a 


at 200 lbs. would be shortened to 4 ft. 8 in., a very material 
difference, and one that at moderate rates of coal con- 
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sumption enables the Belleville boiler to give for a time 
apparently satisfactory results. At the same time, the 
length of steam plugs generated per second, and the 
certainty that with a little harder pushing some of the tubes 
will surely become emptied of water, exercise a certain effect 
on the minds of such of us as still cling to an old-fashioned 
objecticn to red-hot boilers, and to the belief that an 
efficient navy is a better safeguard than the goodwill of 
continental Europe. 

The idea that water should flow into the bottom tubes 
through the nozzles and back-pressure valves in a regular 
stream appears quite contrary to reason. When the tubes 
are generating steam in large volumes, this steam pushes the 
water before it. The water receives a severe check at each 
of the 30 bends in an element, and it is quite likely that at 
times the pressure of steam in the bottom tube is greater 
than the pressure at the foot of the down-comer, thus pre- 
venting the injection of fresh water into that element. It 
is extremely probable that the elements become dry from 
time to time. As soon as an element becomes dry, its excess 
of pressure at once disappears, and fresh water no doubt 
then freely enters the lower tube again, at first flishing into 
steam as it enters the now red-hot tube, and gradually 
filling the element to the norma] water level. 

This action will account for the fact that often the water 
disappears from the glass gauges. "There are not water 
gauges on every element in a boiler, and it can never be 
known how frequently some or other elements are dry. 
Probably every element is dry as often as is the element 
which carries the water gauges, and it would be strange, 
indeed, if the lower tubes did not become red hot at times, 
and overhot frequently. 

It is thus certain that no such action can be set up in the 
long flat-laid tubes of the Belleville boiler, as occurs in the small 
high-pitched tubes of the small tube boilers first considered. 
The difference of head is only about equal to that of the 
small tube type, while the resistance to circulation is enor- 
mously greater, more particularly because of the numerous 
sharp bends. The size of the tubes also renders less 
perfect the plugs of steam, and there is some tendency for 
the steam to lodge against the upper surface of the tubes. 
Indeed, this may probably be the cause of the upward 
hogging of the tubes that is so noticeable a feature of the 
two lower laps in each element of Belleville boilers. 


Reverting to the small tube boiler in respect of the 


difference between the calculated flow and the claims made, 
it should be remembered that the calculated flow will be 
reduced to nearly half the calculated amount if the contrac- 
tion coefficient due to parallel orifice be taken into account. 
The flows into the various tubes will interfere one with the 
other. The water also approaches the tube openings in an 
unfavourable direction or across the tube openings. These 
points and the friction of flow in long tubes combine, no 
doubt, to explain why flow is perhaps several times less than 
might be expected at a first glance at the figures involved. 
In most water-tube boilers of the small tube type the 
furnace i8 bounded by a wall of tubes, and by far the 
greatest evaporation must occur in these more exposed 
tubes. Both the Yarrow and the Thorneycroft boilers are 
thus arranged, as also the Reed, Seaton, Blechynden, 
Leblond, and others. Inthe Weir boiler the furnace wall 
tubes are cased in fire-brick for reasons of combustion and 
smokelessness, and the evaporation is thereby much reduced 
in these few tubes, The hot gases in the Weir boiler, 
after escaping from the combustion chamber, travel in the 
direction of the length of the tubes, thus heating every 
tube fairly uniformly. Where any particular row of tubes in 
any boiler is so placed as to be more severely heated than 
others, especially if there is any sign of distress or over- 
heating, it would probably be found advantageous to intro- 
duce at the lower ends of the tubes conical mouth-pieces of 
thin drawn brass so as to facilitate the inflow of water. 
Thus for a tube of 1} in. diameter, a mouth-piece of 12 in. 
would probably give the maximum flow possible, assuming a 
vena contracta of 0'6.. In the Yarrow and some other boilers 
the large evaporation of the more heated tubes leaves во little 


for the rear tubes to do that they become down-comers, and the. 


tubes automatically divide themselves into up or down tubes, 
The down-flow tubes are equally effective, as though the flow 
in them were upward, but down-flow is only caused by the 


action of the steam in the up-flow tubes. When down-flow 
has once been established it teuds to cóntinue, because 
though the water is receiving heat it is travelling toward & 
position of greater pressure, and steam is thus less easily 
formed than in an up-flowing current where reverse condi- 
tions prevail. Most constructors, however, prefer large and 
separate down-comers, and in the Weir boiler, where the 
duty of evaporation is so well distributed among all the 
small tubes, the separate down-comer is essential. There is, 
however, no absolute necessity to keep these down-comers 
outside the furnace or heating space. Beirg large and with 
only a small surface per unit of water contents, they will not 
readily become stcam generators, and will always act as down- 
comers. 

Circulation of water, due to altered specific gravity by 
added heat, is only sluggish when steam is not formed, and 
this factor should not be expected to produce much current. 

In the flue feed heater or vertical pipe economiser it is 
probable that specific gravity does come into play in pro- 
portioning somewhat fairly the amount of water flowing up 
each tube according to the heat position of the tube, the 
most water passing up the tubes nearest the boiler. But the 
specific gravity effect in a boiler is very small indeed after a 
boiler is once heated up, and can hardly be claimed to exist 
outside a feed heater. The only gravity effect in a boiler is 
that due to the steam bubbles in the water. The mixed 
mass is reduced considerably in weight, and is rapidly pushed 
upwards by solid water descending the down-comers. 
Circulation of this kind is simply a question of weight, and 
does not depend much on the so-called entraining action 
of the steam. The water carries the steam along with it 
quite as much as the steam carries the water. 

While it is convenient to assume that the steam and water 
in a vertical tube are arranged as alternate plugs, it by no 
means follows that such is the case. The tendency for steam 
to separate from the water is greater in flatter tubes, because 
so small a vertical movement of a steam bubble will place 
it above the water, and near the top side of the tube. In 
struggling forwards against the resistance of the water there 
is then a tendency for the steam to become a plug, and when 
this occurs the whole of the water in front of the plug may 
be projected from the tube into the steam drum; this 
geems to be the regular mode of action in the Belleville type 
of boiler, and to explain the frequent dryness of the water 
gau zes. A careful consideration of the circumstances of a 
water-tube boiler and a simple calculation of a special case 
will often serve to point out the probable results of any 
boiler. In this way the behaviour of a type may be 
estimated ; and there can be little doubt in the mind of 
anyone who will trouble to make such simple calculations 
whether & boiler i8 constructed on sound principles or not. 

The few figures given above are amply sufficient to show 
the soundness of principle of tha vertical small-tube type 
of boiler, and the unsound and dangerous nature of long 
tubes of the flatly inclined type, an unsoundness that is 
iotensided in the case of the Belleville boilers by the multi- 
plicity of bends. 

In fitting the Delleville boiler with down-comers, recog- 
nition is given to the fact that the steam when escaping 
from the tubes carries water with it. In such a boiler, 
owing to the great mass of water in the tubes, and the small 
amount in the down-comers, the easier way of escape for 
the steam was by way of the down-comers. To prevent 
this ill behaviour, the down-comers were fitted with non- 
return valves, and these have simply formed so many 
abutments against which steam, formed in the lower tubes, 
has obtained the thrust necessary to expel the whole of 
the water from the tubes, and enable them to become red-hot 
at frequent intervals. 

Were it absolutely essential that such a boiler as the 
Belleville should be made to work, a lesson might be taken 
from the small-tube type of boiler, and such an absolute and 
positive mechanically-produced circulation adopted as would 
put through the tubes one hundred times the amount of 
water that is pumped in as feed. We might then see the 
circulation in a downward direction with advantage. "The 
circulation of a large boiler with an equivalent head of 
2 ft. would require 4 H.P. net, so that in any case the power 
required would not be serious, and almost any boiler would 
be safe under such conditions, whereas it is impossible at 
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present to see how, in any other way, & boiler of long-tube 
flatly inclined type ean be other than dangerous. 

If the circulation of 100 times the feed supply be accepted 
as & practical fact, this represents, as we have seen, a velocity 
of 16 in. per second through each tube. To this must be 
added the length of 23 in. of steam plugs, giving a total 
velocity of 39 in. per second to the water plugs in order that 
a net 16 in. of solid water shall escape. The figure 100 was 
only determined by measurement of the flow by the down- 
takes, and therefore represents the mean value of the 
circulation in all the tubes. We can hardly doubt 
the more rapid flow in the more heated tubes, whereby 
these are maintained cool, though it will still remain 
advantageous to assist water to enter these tubes in 
the way above described. Incidentally, a study of 
the problem leads to the conviction that where the 
feed water is put into a boiler at a temperature less than 
that of the boiler it should not enter the lower drums but the 
upper. The effect of putting the cooler feed into the lower 
drums is to cool the whole water or tend to cool it below the 
temperature of evaporation, and the result of doing this will 
be that steam will not be formed in the lower ends of the 
tubes, but will only commence to be formed some more or 
less distance up the tubes, thereby reducing the intensity of 
circulation. We refer here, of course, only to boilers of 
vertical tube type. | 

The effect may not be very serious, but there are other 
advantages connected with the entry of feed water at the 
higher level that make it desirable to select that point. 

The annexed diagram shows how the velocity of flow may 
. be graphically determined for any rate of steam production. 
Three curves for H are drawn, representing the production 
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of a length of 1 ft., 2 ft. and 4 ft. per second of steam plugs 
in tube. The theoretical velocity of circulation for each 
case is given by the intersection of the curves with the curve 
of velocity. 

The diagram is for tubes of 5 ft. vertical difference of 
height between upper and lower ends, and it shows how the 
theoretical circulation differs but little for evaporation rates 
‚ from 1 to 4 ft., the evaporation being stated in linear feet of 
tube occupied by steam per second, while the actual circula- 
tion per tube for different rates of evaporation probably 
differs still less. Thus where the rate of flow per second 
is one tube length, the length of tube occupied by steam is $. 
It is important to grasp this, because upon it depends tlie 
whole principle of the small tube boiler. In large tube 
boilers, even of the better types, the entry of a number 
of tubes into one header, the cross-sectional area of 
which is much less than the joint cross-sectional 
area of the tubes which enter it, must have a very deterrent 


effect upon the rate of flow, and, unfortunately, the lowest 
tubes which produce the most steam and demand the most 
rapid circulation, are subject to the greatest obstruction to 
flow through them, while the motive power of circulation is 
reduced by the effect of the upper tubes discharging to the 
same header. The same remarks apply in modified form to 
the down-comers of these boilers, for not only do they 
bring down the ‘water to be most convenient to the upper 
tubes that require the least supply, but they have a total 
area of cross-section only a fractional part of the area of the 
tubes they feed. If, therefore, the circulation is to be even 
moderate in the heated tubes, it must be very rapid in the 
down-comers, and in any case there is introduced the 
objectionable principle of greatly varied velocity of flow 
during the progress of a complete cycle of circulation. 

In respect of the principles and action of circulation in 
water-tube boilers, the conclusion seems inevitable that the 
small tube, nearly vertical type, is distinctly and decidedly 
superior, and that large tubes of flat inclination, especially 
when long, and with many bends, as in the Belleville type, 
are absolutely dangerous and unscientific, unless provided 
with mechanically-propelled circulation, so certain and posi- 
tive, as to compel a sufficiency of water to pass through the 
tubes, not merely as a whole, but individually as regards 
each element—a complication only perhaps to be justified 
when applied to existing boilers, and not to be taken as 
justifying the continuance of the type. 


A MUNICIPAL EXPERIMENT. 


Is it too late to ask once more by what right any munici- 
pality undertakes something which is, essentially, or in the 
nature of, an experiment ? Considering the best aspect of 
the case, considering, that is to say, an aspect which has not 
hitherto developed, when a real majority of the ratepayers— 
not merely a majority of the Council—of a town, have 
undertaken an experiment, can it be said that they have any 
moral, or political, right to do what they have done? With 
a liability which is unlimited, with an undeniable call to 
consider posterity, have they the shadow of an excuse for 
plunging into a scheme of any description, which is either 
absolutely untried or, perhaps, has been worked successfully 
under very different conditions’ In our conception there 
can be only one answer. 

The question before us is not one of the equity or other- 
wise of municipal trading, or the expansion of local governing 
powers, it is simply and solely the question of the morality of 
risking the welfare of a community, and of the descendants of 
a community, by undertaking something, the very working of 
which is not assured, of which it can be said only that 
probably it will be successful. Probabilities” are for 
private enterprise; nothing but “ certainties” should be 
touched by the community. 

This little homily has been suggested by Ше 
action of the Wolverhampton local authorities in the 
matter of electric traction within their boundaries. 
Certain lines running into the town from both sides 
were, as is tolerably well known, served by steam and 
horse cars owned by a local company. Connections were 
made by these lines with the intricate network of tramways 
in the surrounding Black Country. In the course of time 
the lines within the Wolverhampton boundary fell into the 
hands of the town, cut down by the ruthless shears of tlie 
Tramways Act of 1870. Not only did the Corporation 
refuse to grant a lease, they turned out the company bag and 
baggage, and scouted the idea of sanctioning running powers 
under any conditions whatever. Ав a consequence Wolver- 
hampton has been free from the noise of trams for something 
like two years, and communication with the outer barbarians 
has either ceased or has maintained a flickering life by means 
of daily and decrepit omnibuses. (We understand that 
within the last month or so a gleam of sense has been forced 
into the Council chamber, and a temporary running agree- 
ment, not conferring any fixed powers, has been entered into 
between the company and the Corporation.) 

One day a gentleman walked into the Town Hall 
and produced from his waistcoat pocket the model 
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of a mighty fine surface contact system. To supply 
the place of the suppressed trams, а Tramway Committee 
had been formed, composed of the usual number of experte in 
tramway matters found on these committees in most towns. 
He introduced himself to the Committee, and impressed a 
majority of them with the notion that the Wolverhampton 
air was especially suitable to such a system -as his, although 
it did not appear that it had had any particular chance of 
showing itself to the world in practical and long-continued 
working. | 

There were a considerable number of members who were not 
expert enough to see the evident advantages of the system over 
the commonplace trolley system surrounding them, or about 
to surround them, onall sides ; and they were not converted 
even by the exhibition in the Town Hall of a full-sized 
contact box flicking in and out a few real glow lamps as a 
real electro-magnet was energised and de-energised. 

Nevertheless, the Lorain Company's agent departed with 
an agreement. Under the terms of this document the 
Lorain Company were to be permitted to build a mile of 
track equipped with studs as an experiment. If the system 
did not fail within 80 days, the company were to be allowed 
to equip the remaining 11 miles of proposed tramways. 

After considerable delay on account of the difficulty in 
obtaining contact boxes from America, the mile was finished, 
and was inaugurated with a certain flourish. 

It was very noticeable, however, as the 30 days’ probation 
waned, that the unfavourable minority did not show any 
signs of conversion, and there were such general signs of 
wavering throughout the Council, that it was decided to call 
in an expert, who should bless or damn the system by a 
report. (Our readers will remember that it was stated in 
our issue of February 14th last, that the expert was called 
in on account of stoppages which occurred on three con- 
secutive days, caused by the snow.) The report, together 
with a supplementary report by the borough electrical 
engineer, is published in abstract in our columns to-day. 

We gather from the abstract that the only good things 
to be said of the system are that the probability of the studs 
remaining alive after a car has passed is extremely remote, 
that the mechanical strength of the contact boxes and per- 
manent way is sufficient, and that the leakage is not exces- 
sive. With regard to the last point we confess to agreeable 
surprise. It is stated that the mean leakage to earth is nearly 
‘Ol ampere per mile, whether the curs are running or nol, 
Presumably this result is the mean of tests taken frequently 
over the whole 30 days, which included much bad weather, 
resulting in the streets being covered with snow, slush and 
mud. We do not doubt the accuracy of the figure, but shall be 
much surprised if it can be maintained. Under abnormal 
conditions, ¢.e., with the road surface saturated with salt, the 
leakage rose to ав much as 10 amperes per car, so that the 
suggestion of the expert that salt should be used as infre- 
quently as possible is not superfluous. 

Our first impression of the studs, viewed as obstacles, was 
not very uufavonrable. They are spaced with 10 ft. centres, 
aud project sufficiently to be rather annoying to horses. 
The skates themselves are furnished with twelve magnet 
coils, wound with shunt and series turns, the shunt being 
connected across the stud and rails, and taking 1:9 amperes 
at 500 volts, while the series takes the motor current. The 
latter ів not of much account, but the shunt watts are most 
important. It has been shown often enough that the 
average current per four-wheeled car varies from 10 to 15 
amperes according to the nature of the road, so that tLe 
coustant magnetising loss will be between 13 per cent. and 


20 per cent. of the total. "This is nearly as much as would. 


be necessary to run electric car heaters, and means that if 
over the 12 miles of track 50 cars are run, а 50-Kw. set will 
be required to pick up the current. In addition to this direct 
loss, there is another which must amount to something like 
the same figure, and this is the loss due to the friction 
between the collecting skate and the studs, That this is not 
insignificant may be gathered from the report, which 
mentions that the life of this heavy strip of phosphor-bronze 
is between 300 and 400 car-miles. It has been suggested 
that the sweepings from the track might be made to [ау a 
dividend if the metallic dust was separated. 

We imagine that the collecting skate costs much more 
than 28. Gd., the price of a trolley-w:eel, and as it dees not 


last one-tenth of the time, the renewal item will be very 
serious. The sett paving was not done extraordinarily well, 
although under the supervision of the town, but it is much 
better than a large number of lines within our knowledge. 
Nevertheless, considerable trouble has been experienced 
already through the skate being held out of contact by a 
high sett, or by its own deformation, and it seems to us that 
it will be necessary to line up the whole track with a straight- 
edge every night if perfect running is desired. An overhead 
trolley wheel is able to adapt itself to the wire even when 
the vertical height of that wire varies 8 or 10 ft., but the 
vertical movement of the skate has to be confined to less 
thin Lin. If it is 3 in. too high, it will not make con- 
tact; if it is 4, in. too low, it will commence to plane the 
roadway, and to rip strips from iteelf. 

Is it conceivable that, after a few winters, or, perhaps, 
only one, when the track has become more or less water- 
logged— as tracks do where the traffic is very heavy and 
weather severe—is it conceivable that the levels of the boxes 
and of the setts will be anything like accurate enough for 
this promenade system ? 

In whatever direction one turns, a comparison between the 
running expenses of the overhead system and of this is un- 
favourable to it. 

In order to energise the magnets when starting from the 
sheds, or after losing contact on the road, а heavy battery 
has to be carried and maintained. These batteries are 
charged at night in the sheds, and, of course, require 
handling and supervision. | 

In the towns of the Black Country, many carts containing 
scrap iron meander through the streets, dropping chunks of 
iron on all sides, which remain long enough to make them- 
selves objectionable to cyclists and others. While the cars 
are running no danger need be apprehended, for the magnets 
will most likely collect all the iron within their reach, the 
accumulation being deposited at the termini. It is ramoured 
that the rates will be redaced—at present they are nearly 9в. 
in the £—by the profits arising from the sale of the 
collected scrap. 

Unfortunately, this same scrap has a way of short- 
circuiting the line when it gets between the skate and the 
motors, or ironwork of the trucks; but both the expert and 
the engineer say that they do not consider these frequent 
shorts of any practical importance. We wonder how many 
station engineers would be so indifferent, especially if the 
machines under their charge were liable to flash round or to 
the frame, on a “short” ; and, more especially, if the station 
combined lighting and traction, and ran balancers or motor- 
generators off the traction bus bars ? 

The expert calls attention to the possibility of trouble 
arising through water finding its way through the seal of 
the contact box, and so destroying the insulation, and states 
that time only can prove whether the jointing material will 
keep the box tight. He expresses also his opinion that the 
cables joining the boxes should not have been laid in the 
centre of the tracks, 

Some of the figures given by the engineer are instructive. 
The passengers carried and money earned are of little 
importance, as these figures are always abnormal on the open- 
ing of a new line. In 30 days 2,364 round trips were made, 
and 110 round trips, or 4} per cent., were lost. It must be 
remembered that during the whole of this period, the ex- 
ploiters of the system have been buzzing round the mile of 
track like diligent nurses, and that everything is new. It 
may be taken for granted, too, as so much depends on the 


. success of the system, that everything was in apple-pie order 


when the real trial began; yet, with all that, 44 per cent. 
of the possible journeys were lost. What then may we 
expect when the whole of the lines have been running for 
some time? 

In the sequel, expert says: —“ I wish it to be distinctly 
understood that I do not claim to have exhaustively investi- 
gated the Lorain system, or to be in a position to predict its 
ultimate success or failure. I do not think that it is possible 
for any expert to attain such a position by looking at the system 
for something less than 20 days. I have called attention to 
all the points which have presented themselves, and I have 
е have not been able to discover any inherent 
defects which should prevent the Corporation from autho- 
rising the contractors to complete the equipment of the 
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remaining 11 miles of route. . . . I consider that 
the utmost care, and most careful observation 
during the succeeding 12 months’ trial of the system will be 
necessary, in order that a definite conclusion may be arrived 
at by the time that period has elapsed. J regard the period 
of 12 months as being alltoo short for a complete investigation 
into the practicability of any surface contact system, beset 
with difficulties as it undoubtedly is.” (The italics are ours.) 

The engineer says:— . . . . “I wish it to be dis- 
tinctly understood that this report, together with all facts, 
figures or opinions expressed therein, relates solely and 
entirely to what has occurred during the 30 days’ trial 
which has just expired, and is not intended to deal in any 
way with the general question of the ultimate success or 
failure of the system." That immediately succeeding this 
sentence reads rather queerly :—“. . . . I am of opinion that 
the Corporation are quite justified in instructing the con- 
tractors to proceed with the equipment of the remainder of 
the 11:375 miles of single track." 

It may be interesting in this connection to quote the fol- 
lowing passages from the ELECTRICAL Review of May 
10th, 1901, p. 808:— 

Mr. Shawfield, the city electrical engineer, in a letter to Mr. 
Alderman Mander, said that he could not as & professional man 
take the responsibility of advising the Council to definitely adopt 
this system in preference to the overhead system,as this. course 
would commit him to a responsibility for the success of the system 


which he was totally unprepared to take, without having first seen 
the system in operation under working conditions for at least one 


the overhead system, and the extra cost per year with regard to 
repayment would be £1,155. The company, he added, were 
offering the Corporation to lay down at their own rick and cost a 
line which would ibe equal to £20,000 or nothing, and tbat was 
quite good enough for him. Не therefore moved a resolution in 
favour of the adoption of the Lorain system of traction, and after 
considerable discussion it was carried by 23 votes to 14. 

Again, in our issue of February 14th last, p. 260, will be 
found the reports of Colonel Yorke and Mr. Trotter to the 
Board of Trade. Colonel Yorke, after referring to the 
likelihood of the contact plates becoming “a source of 
inconvenience, and possibly of danger, to vehicular traffic," 
said “it is to be hoped that my fears will not be verified. 
For the present I can recommend the Board of Trade to 
certify the track . . . . as fit for traffic, and . . . . to 
authorise the working of the line by electrical traction on 
the Lorain Surface Contact System for a period of 12 
months.” Mr. Trotter said “as there is no experience in 
the use of this system . . . . I recommend that sanction be 
given for the working of this system for 12 months." 

Surely, further comment is needless. 


* 


THE PHASE DISPLACEMENT OF ALTER. 
 NATORS AND PARALLEL RUNNING. 


By Н. C. LEAKE, A.M.LC.E. 


THE action of alternators direct coupled to prime movers 
when running in parallel with one another, and with or 
without synchronous machinery, depends on a number of 
conditions. In this article it is proposed to deal with only 
one of the factors which influence parallel running, namely, 
the effect of periodic fluctuation of the turning moment of 
the prime mover, such as is inherent in reciprocating steam 
engines, and no consideration is given to the influence of 
other factors, such as the effect of engine governors, &с. 
In order to secure satisfactory parallel operation of alter- 
nators direct coupled to prime movers with uneven turning 
moment, it is commonly held that the phase displacement of 
each generating set must not exceed a certain amount, 
depending on the character of the load. The largest phase 
displacement is allowed in the case of a non-synchronous 
load, less for a load of synchronous motors, and still less 
when the load includes rotary converters. For instance, 
Mr. Eborall stated in his recent paper before the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers that, in this latter case, the phase 
displacement should not exceed 2°, by which is meant that 
the wave of E.M.F. (electromotive force) of the alternator 
must not differ in phase by more than 2° from the wave of 


E.M.F. which would be generated if the rotation were 
perfectly uniform. 

Having fixed on the maximum phase displacement per- 
missible and the number of poles and the revolutions, it is 
possible to estimate for any given type of engine what 
Maximum speed variation may be permitted without 
exceeding the maximum phase displacement and to deduce 
the amount of moment of inertia required in the rotating 
parts. Specifications for engines for coupling direct to 
alternators usually state a maximum speed variation in the 
revolution which must not be exceeded, and, in some cases, it 
is stated that this is required when running on а load offer- 
ing a constant torque, but when this condition is not ex- 
plicitly stated it is, in so far as the author has observed, 
taken as implied, and all the methods of calculating the speed 
variation which the author has seen make this assumption. 

It appears to be considered that such limitation of the 
phase displacement or of the speed variation during the 
revolution rests upon a rational basis, and is the condition 
demanded by theory in order to secure good parallel opera- 
tion in so far as the cyclical variation of turning moment is 
concerned, and a calculation is given in text-books, &c., by 
which the maximum cross current for two alternators in 
parallel is derived directly from the phase displacement and 
the impedance of the armatures. Some time ago the author 
had occasion to look into this question, and came to the 
conclusion that the present method of proportioning the 
rotating parts is theoretically incorrect, and that there are 
no theoretical grounds for considering that, by specifying a 
definite small speed variation, good parallel running will be 
obtained. Consequently, the present method must be 
regarded as entirely empirical, and therefore data obtained 
from experience must be used with great caution when the 
conditions are changed. For instance, if certain sets of 
500 Kw. and 40 periods operate satisfactorily in parallel 
with a phase displacement of 24°, it is not correct to infer 
that 1,000 Kw. sets at 25 periods will operate equally well if 
they are designed to have the same phase displacement. 

The author called attention to this point in a contribution 
to the discussion on Mr. Eborall's paper, and proposes in the 
present article to go more closely into the question. 

The usual argument given in text-books is in effect as 
follows :— Consider two similar alternators in parallel, and 
assume that at a certain moment in the revolution the 
position of one is in front of its mean position by the : 
specified maximum phase displacement, and that the other 
is behind its mean position by the same &mount, the mean- 
ing of maximum phase displacement being that given above. 
If the E.M.Fs. of the two alternators are equal, the resultant 
E. M. F. tending to send a cross-current is equal to the pro- 
duct of the E. M.F. of either machine into twice the sine of 
the maximum phase displacement. It is thence argued that 
by dividing the resultant E.M.F. by twice the synchronous 
impedance of one armature, the maximum cross-current in 
parallel operation will be obtained. It follows that the 
cross-current is proportional to the sine of the phase dis- 
placement, and to the short circuit current of the alternator. 
Hence, assuming à maximum cross-current, the maximum 
phase displacement allowable is deduced, and it appears to 
be commonly considered that if the moment of inertia of 
the rotating parts of the generating sets is so proportioned 
that this maximum phase displacement is not exceeded when 
running on a load offering a constant torque, then the 
assumed maximum cross-current will not be exceeded when 
operated in parallel with another. | 

Putting aside the question as to how far the self-induc- 
tion and reaction of an alternator can be represented by a 
constant impedance under such varying conditions as 
required by the above reasoning, there is one serious error in 
the above argument, viz., itis assumed that the maximum phase 
displacement of a generating set when running in parallel is 
not greater than when it is running alone on a load offering 
a constant torque. This is far from correct, and though it. 
may at first sight appear that interchange of power between 
the alternators in parallel must reduce the phase displacement, 
yet the author believes that such is not necessarily the case. 

Although it is not possible to calculate exactly what will 
happen when two or more generating sets are run in parallel, 
yet some useful conclusions may be arrived at by studying 
the action of & set under theoretical conditions. The 
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analytical method of studying this subject presents many 


advantages, but in this article the author proposes to confine ` 


himself to an explanation of the action by a graphical 
method. | | 

When generating sets are ranning in parallel in а theo- 
retically perfect manner the P.D. (potential difference) 
between the bus bars will be perfectly uniform both in effec- 
tive value and in periodicity. We will, therefore, in the first 
place, assume that such uniformity of the P.D. between the bus 
bars is actually secured and investigate the action of a single 


300 180,000 


generating set running in parallel with others under such 
conditions, It is assumed that the load on the bus bars is 
constant and the effect of damping is neglected. 

In order to investigate this matter, we shall employ a set 
of curves which, so far as the author is aware, have not been 
described before, but which have proved most convenient in 
studying these questions. Thee curves have as abscisex 
values of the angle by which the phase of the E.M.F. of the 
particular alternator in question is in advance of the phase of 
the P.D. between the bus bars, and this angle we shall 
denote by g. The ordinates of these curves are the phasal 
component of the alternator current, the wattless com- 
ponent of the alternator current, and the driving torque 
of the alternator—the speed, the exciting current, and the 
P.D. between the bus bars being constant. 

It would unduly extend the present article to enter upon 
the question as to how these curves can be determined by 
experiment or by calculation, but it may be noted in passing 
that when calculating such curves it is necessary to take 
into account separately the self-induction of the armature 
and the magnetising or demagnetising action of the 
current. Opportunities of conducting experiments such as 
these on alternators of the sizes which are common now are 
not frequent, and the author regrets that he is unable to 
give data obtained from an actual machine. For purpose of 
illustration calculated curves are therefore given instead; 
but it may be stated that such data of actual alternators as 
the author possesses show that the general shape of actual 
curves ів similar to that deduced by calculation. 

The diagram shows the calculated curves for an 865-KW. 
three-phase alternator as follows :— 


Revolutions per minute UM 93:8 
Number of poles ae i5 32 
Periodicity per second b» 25 


Full load (non-inductive) 100 amperes at 5,000 volts. 
The resistance, self-induction, and reaction of the 
armature have been sssumed at such values as will give the 
ulternator the following properties :— 


C?R loss in armature at full load is ... 5 9 Kw. 
Inherent regulation wheu excited for a load 

of 100 amperes, at 5,000 vo'ts, the power 

factor being 1, is i 98 per cent. 


Ditto, the power factor being , is 
Friction, hysteresis, and «eddies a:ssumed 
constant at ee 


84 per cent. 


45 Kw. 


The curves are calculated for an alternator E.M.F. of 
5,500 volts and a bus bar P.D. of 5,000 volts. 
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Referring to the curves, the E.M.F. of the alternator is to 
be understood to be the P.D. at its terminals when running 
on epen circuit, so that the E.M.F. depends only on the 
exciting current and the speed. The abscissæ of these 
curves represent the angle by which this E.M.F. is in 
advance of the P.D. at the terminals of the alternator when 
оп load. The current yielded by the alternator can be, as 
ів well known, considered as made up of two components, 
one in phase with the P.D. at ite terminals, termed herein 
the “ phasal component," and the other in quadrature with 
this, termed the wattless component. 
Curves A B and o D represent the 
root mean square values of the phasal 
and wattless components respectively, 
the wattless current being taken as 
positive when it is in advance of the 
P.D. Curve E F representa the torque 
(measured positive in direction of 
rotation) which has to be supplied by 
the prime mover. The curves are 
extended to the left of the zero, so that 
by giving the various quantities alge- 
braic significance the diagram serves 
| also for a synchronous motor. The 
curves AB and EF, if extended far 
enough, each pass through a maximum 
and a minimum on the right and left 
of zero respectively. 

If a steady torque, О T, is applied to 
| the alternator, the diagram shows that 
| the phase of the E.M.F. will be in 

H advance of the phase of the P.D. by the 
angle, o P, and that the phasal and 
wattless components of the current 

will be P Q and P n respectively, corresponding to an out- 

put of 98 amperes at 5,000 volts with a power factor of 98 

r cent. (lagging). 

d E (To be concluded.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Insurance Companies and Elecirical Installations, 
Insurance companies are gradually becoming somewhat 


" unreasonable in their conduct towards electrical contractors. 
If they are asked to insure premises which have been fitted 


with an. installation, they immediately send along a list of 
some 20 to 80 questions on a printed form, requesting that 
answers may be written in and signed by the contractor or 
his electrician. This may seem trivial enough at first 
glance, but as electric lighting and power becomes more 
general, and frequent extensions take place, often enough 
carried out by a totally different contractor, it assumes 
another aspect. 

Recent cases have cropped up where extensions of insur- 
ance contracts appear to necessitate that answering another 
battery of questions by the contractor, after the contract 
for lighting, &c., has almost passed from memory. The 
same often applies to a change of insurance companies or to 
a change of tenant. This sometimes means a lot of work, 
turning up old accounts and examination of the installation 
in question, to see if any extensions by other people have 
taken place, and to find what condition the work is in. 
In many cases an insurance form such as is referred to 
cannot conscientiously be filled up and signed without this 
trouble. 

Another phase of this subject is the responsibility 
incurred by the contractor, and whether or not there may 
be further trouble for him in а case where, perhaps, the 
installation has for years passed out of his control. 

As insurance companies strongly object to pay for these 
services, but still insist, as far as they have power, upon 
having their work dore for them, I think that there ів а 
distinct grievance. Before, however, taking a decided step 
in the matter, I should like to have the opinions of others 
similarly placed. 

Edward Rayner, 

Newport (Mon.), March 25th 1902. 
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Test Wires In Cables. 


I have often wondered why consulting and borough 
engineers, when specifying single conductor cables for 
lighting purposes, do not, at a little extra expense, specify 
two test wires instead of one, as is invariably the case. 

When there is only one test wire, She only purpose it can 
be put to is for getting the potential at the end of the line, 
and it is no good whatever to use it asa lead for the loop 
method of localising faults should the cable break down ; 
but if there were two, fault localisation would be rendered а 
simple matter. 

In the case of heavy feeders for tramway work, should one 
of them earth there is no way of localising the fault, unless 
it be by the low resistance bridge method, and this is 
invariably rendered useless in large towns due to the 
inductive effect of neighbouring lighting mains ; but if that 
feeder were provided with two test wires, the Murray loop 
test could be at once applied, and the fault located without 
delay. 

In the case of tramway feeders, both test wires would be 
permanently connected to the end of the feeder in the 
disconnecting box where it feeds the line or rail, as the case 
may be. 

This arrangement would ensure the insulation of the test 
wire always keeping perfect, as by joining it to its own 
conductor they would both be at the same potential, and it 
would also be ready connected up for applying the test 
mentioned above. 

In the case of lighting mains, the test wire which is not 
used for indicating the drop of the potential could be 
connected to the conductor at both ends ; and in the case of 
a breakdown, the one connected to the voltmeter could be 
temporarily disconnected and used in conjunction with the 
other one. 

Wm. Dalton. 
. Newoastle-upon-Tyne, 
March 24th, 1902. 


A “ Poser”? 


I should be pleased if you could supply me with an answer 
to the following question, fet at the City and Guilds 
Examination, 1901 :— 

A three-phase motor is supplied with currents having a 
frequency of 50. What speed will it run at, if the inductor 
has 15 poles, and the slip is 3 per cent. ? А 
: P. C. 


Overhead Mains. 


May I add my testimony to that of Mr. Roberts as to the 
value of your recent remarks on the above, and say that such 
experience a8 I have had, has, like his, tended to confirm all 
you said. 

You, of course, did not advocate the use of bare copper 
overhead exactly as Mr. Roberts has recommended, and I 
must say I am unable to see how it could be advisable or 
economical, even in a Colonial town, to undertake the supply 
of 250 customers entirely from overhead mains. Mr. 
Roberts tells us the distances he proposes dealing with are 
comparatively small, which means that fair numbers of the 
consumers will often be found close to each other. 

It is certainly nice, cheap, and simple to devise and carry 
out such a scheme to the extent of connecting up a few of 
the consumers, but it is quite a different thing to live with 
it and continue to connect a number of customers at such 
times as they may choose to come on. 

It would not be very long before the unfortunate engineer 
in charge (if I may judge from some little experience of my 
own) would find that he had taken so many services from 
one pole that there was really little room for any more. He 
would then have to think whether he ought to go to the 
next pole, put up another between, re-arrange all those 
services he has done, or put additional services underground. 
If he sticks to the overhead, he has still to decide whether 
he will run to a consumer’s chimney and make his way 
through some skylight, or such like, or go to the face of the 
house, if high enough, and get in through the side of a top 
window, or come down the wa]] to a lower level, and really 
there are so many ways of arriving at the вате end, each 


one, if possible, being more objectionable than the other, 
that the tax of deciding which is the least so, is almost too 
much for the average individual of only ordinary intelli- 
gence. 

Add to this the fact that the more consumers he connects 
up, the more unsightly and unweildly the whole concern 
becomes ; and, to crown all, when he comes to count up 
the original cost of the scheme, together with what has been 
spent on the extra lengths of services he has put under- 
ground, the high cost of labour and upkeep occasioned by 
the unreliability and inconvenience of those services he has 
put overhead, he finds that he could have had underground 
mains for the same money, if not lesa. 

Let us hope that before he has experienced half this, that 
the proprietors of the undertaking will have come to his 
assistance—as others in a similar position have done before 
—and swept away all the overhead where the consumers are 
many, or likely to be, leaving only the outlying districts to 
be so served. In fact, brought the undertaking to the 
condition in which Mr. Roberts has put Durban; in 
which instance, if I may say so, he appears to have exercised 
good judgment. The very same methods were adopted in 
Bray some nine years ago, and they are giving every 
satisfaction for lighting country roads. 

If I might offer a further opinion, it would be that I 
believe that nothing will assist more towards the early 
development of the electrical industry in Ireland, if not the 
United Kingdom, than free permission to use overhead bare 
copper conductors, but like all other good things, their use 
can be carried too far, and they will be done to death again, 
as they have been before, when we come to put them up for 
low-tension distributors. 

Geo. Marshall Harriss, 
Representative in Ireland of Prof. Geo. Forbes, 


Carlow, March 29th, 1902. 


500-volt Shocks and Rail v. Road. 


I regret having been unable to reply sooner to your com- 
ments on the letter you were good enough to insert in your 
issue of March 21st. | 

As regards your comments on the first part of the letter, 
I am still of opinion that Ohm’s law applies in the case of 
current from a battery. 

As regards the relative efficiencies of automobiles and 
railway trains, your argument, I take it, is that although 
the draw-bar pull per ton is four times as high for an auto- 
mobile as for a railway train, the energy consumption per ton 
is only twice as high, and therefore the automobile is twice 
as efficient, What І tried to point out is that you have 
eompletely ignored the kinetic energy of the train absorbed 
in braking. On the Central London Railway, of the energy 
output of the locomotive only one-half is for haulage—that 
is, for overcoming friction—and the remainder is absorbed 
in braking. Thus your method of obtaining the efficiency 
by dividing 28 by 48 is entirely erroneous, 28 watt-hours 
per ton-mile being the energy consumption for overcoming 
friction only, as I stated. I suppose the automobile has to 
stop occasionally, but I find it hard to believe that the most 
cautious or thirsty “ chauffeur ” finds it necessary to stop 
once in every half mile. | 

In conclusion, you state that the latter part of my letter, 
* whatever it may mean, is answered by the notes where 
equal speeds of the two systems are assumed." I can only 
refer you again to my letter, where you will find that the 
passage you appear to find so difficult expressly deals with 
the variation of energy consumption with the distance 
between stops for a given speed. For example, a line with 
stops 0-5 mile apart will require 10 per cent. more energy 
per ton-mile than one with stations 0°6 mile apart, other 
things being equal. І think that I have said sufficient to 
show the uselessness of comparisons of energy consumption 
between any two vehicles unless the distances between stops 
are stated, 


Salisbury House, E.C., 
March 80th, 1902. 


[We did not question the applicability of Ohm’s law to 
current from a battery.— Eps. EI. EC. REv.] 


William Casson. 
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Electricity Supply Tariffs. 


Referring to Mr. Baker's article on the “ Influence of 
Tariffs‘ on Electricity Supply,” I fail to see any substantial 
basis for his conclusion that the flat-rate system is the only 
satisfactory one at present. I have only checked a few of 


the figures in his tables, but I find that in the cases of the 


two Newcastle companies and of Cambridge, he has placed 
them under the wrong headings. His table of the ratio 
between price obtained and cost does not seem to have much 
bearing on the matter, and is discounted by the varying local 
circumstances in each case, of which the system of tariff 
adopted is only one factor, and I cannot see that it in any 
way justifies his deduction. It is, in any case, evident that 
the maximum demand system is as financially successful as 
the flat-rate system; it is certainly more equitable to the 
individual consumer, and the average price paid by the con- 
sumers in the principal places where it has been adopted is 
lower than in the case of equally important places charging 


a flat rate. No general conclusion of any value can be drawn . 


from the figures Le has given, and it would be impossible to 
arrive at one without making an exhaustive analysis of the 
local controlling circumstances of each case, even if this 
could be done upon any equitable basis for comparison, the 
result would scarcely influence the policy of most under- 


takings. 
M. R. 


March 3rd, 1902. 


Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


Replying to Mr. White's communication in your issue of 
March 14th, I beg to point out that it was explicitly stated 
in the original article, that the armature resistance and losses, 
excepting the loss in the winding, were assumed to be the 
same at full load as at no load. For a modern shunt-wound 
motor the discrepancy between this assumption and the 
facts is commercially negligible. The formula under dis- 
cussion is derived as follows :— 


w = Net output at the motor pulley, expressed in watts. 
w == Magnetic and friction losses, 

r = Armature and brush resistance, warm. 

к = Impressed E. M. F. 

€ = Armature current required to deliver the power, w. 


All of these factors are easily ascertained except c. 
The total intake of the armature at full load is 


ЕС; 
it is also equal to 
WT ш + cr, 

Therefore, 
E C = Or TW + , 
and 
EC —(Cr=Wwet wu, 
which will be recognised as an affected quadratic. Trans- 
posing, to get the equation in form for completing the 
imperfect square :— 


C r— ЕСЕ — (ж + %) 
(a 0 — NEM 
7 T 
Completing the iE :— 
Ëe E NE EUR d 4- Е? Е? „„ 
r 4 7% r 19 4y os 
Taking the square root of each member of the equation :— 


W + w 


DS = EAT nor 

In the case 11 15 ae the pede root of the 
riglit-band member is always the one to be taken. Multiply- 
ing the binomial under the vinculum by (2 т)? and dividing 
its root by 2 r, for convenience, gives 


VE — 4dr (у + an), 


2r 
so that 
fe et) 
Zr 2r i 
TON m Мк 4 r(W + "у, 
2r 


I trust that it will now be clear to Mr. White that the 
numerals **2" and “4” are not constants at all but 
coefficients developed in the reduction of the original 
affected quadratic. 

The total input of the motor in watts is 


E (с + су), 
and the efficiency is obviously 
"A 
* ( 4¢r)’ 
but as this gives a numerical value less than unity and 


efficiencies are ulways expressed in percentage, this expresslon 
would be multiplied by 100: — 


100 w 
E (C + Cy) 

It seems scarcely possible that Mr. White's hint No. 7 has 
been misunderstood in view of his recommendation of a 
motor well on top of its load." This is a plain intimation 
that the efficiency decreases towards full load. I have yet to 
eee a respectable shunt motor that does not increase its 
efficiency as the load increases up to a point far beyond its 
full rating. 

There is no need to burden your calamus with discussion 
of the effect of weakening a motor field or of raising the 
brushes while under load. Everyone who has designed or 
experimented with motors knows that weakening the field 
will increase the speed until a point is reached where there is 
not sufficient torque to pull the load, when the speed begins 
to drop and continues doing so until something goes. Ordi- 
narily the fuses would probably go before the critical point 
would be reached. 

A single trial of raising the brushes of a 10-н.р. or larger 
motor running under load will dissuade the experimenter 
from a repetition. Of course the counter E.M.F. cuts 
down the voltage at the arc, but there usually remains 
sufficient to produce a destructive flash. 


New York, March 24th, 1902. 


— 


== eff, 


Cecil P. Poole. 


Mr. White’s last letter is, I think, hardly to the point. 
Mr. White has implied that the equation 


rate VE —4r(w Ton) (.) 
2 v 


contains an empirical constant. I invite him to examine 
the deduction of the equation from first principles once 
again and to admit that it contains no such constant. 

Both the equations in Mr. White's last letter are incom- 
plete, as they omit to take into account the core, eddy 
current, windage and friction losses (called г in the original 
article). 

Calling w (as in the original article) the power of the 
motor, Mr. White says that 

W = EO - 0 7, (2) 
and that equation (1) can be deduced from equation (2). 
Now as equation (2) contains no term in ге, I shall be very 
interested to learn how Mr. White does it. 

Remembering that it is the commercial efficiency we are 
dealing with, aud that all losses are assumed to be constant, 


then 
ү = кє — r — . (8) 


This was given in my letter, апа is probably what Mr. 
White intends to write. 

As it always gives tone to the proceedings to drag in the 
calculus on the smallest provocation, we will find the value 
of c which makes w a maximum by differentiating equation 
(3) and equating to zero :— 


dw | 
dc 
or W is а maximum when С = B which is our old friend 


the law of maximum activity. 
I am still quite unable to see why Mr. White asks what 
figure 4 represents. It is simply a numerical con- 
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stant, and any question with regard to it is, to my mind, 
tantamount to an admission that the inquirer fails to fully 
grasp the derivation of the equation in which it occurs. 


H. W. W. Dix. 
Cheddar, March 29th, 1902. 


500-Yolt Shocks. 


There seems some doubt among your correspondents as to 
the genuineness of Mr. Trotter’s experience in placing 
himself across a 500-volt circuit in actual practice—that is 
to say, on а 500-volt railway where trains were actually 
running at the time. I can assure your correspondents 
there is nothing extraordinary or novel about it. Our men 
working in and about the trains are constantly getting 
shocks, and I have myself on two or three occasions 
(accidentally, of course) grasped the conductors and running 
rail to prevent falling, and have not experienced any serious 
results. I may say that during the last 12 years’ working 
with 500 volts, I have never known a man injured in any 


way by shock. 
A. Ingram, 
Supt. Motor and Carriage Dept., 
Liverpool Overhead Railway. 


ee 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
(NEWCASTLE SECTION). 


ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY ON THE NORTH-EAST 
COAST. 


Ву C. S. Vesey Brown, M. I. C. E., Member. 
Paper read March 10th, 1902.) 


(Concluded from page 490.) 


THe next important point to be considered is the pressure at 
which the trunk mains shall be charged, and here there is, if one 
may express it as such, a distinct timidity to resort to low pressures, 
such as 5,000 or 6,000 volts, instead of at least 10,000 or 12,000 volts. 
The author had some years' experience in the service of the London 
Electric Supply Corporation's works at the Grosvenor Gallery and 
at Deptford, and from the latter works 10,000 to 11,000 volts were 
and are being transmitted daily to the company's London sub- 
stations. This undertaking was severely handicapped in its early 
days by the fact that, at each successive stage in the progress of the 
works and supply, experiments had to be made to determine the 
limiting range of the insulation required to keep 10,000 volts “in 
order” in the dynamos, transformers, cables, and switching 
apparatus, but in spite of the difficulties which were thus 
presented, and which have been overcome, there can be no hesitation 
in saying that 10,000 volts is the minimum pressure at which any 
power station should generate and distribute along its trunk 
cables By fixing the standard of 10,000 volts as the pressure at 
which the current is to be delivered at the distributing end of the 
trunk cables, there should be no difficulty in transmitting the 
power over an area with a radius of from 12 to 15 miles from the 
power station. 

The regulations at present issued by the Board of Trade for those 
works supplying at 10,000 to 11,000 volts contain a clause limiting 
the power to be transmitted along each trunk main to 1,000 kw. 
Ininsisting on this splitting up of the power, the Board of Trade 
must have overlooked the fact that at the present time gas and 
water companies are allowed to supply their sub-stations and 
reservoirs through a single pipe which allows of as much as 4,000 н.р. 
to 5,000 н.р. being available at the sub-station end of the line, and 
though the analogy is perhaps not quite the same, yet the insistence 
on such a clause in the regulations affecting the electric power 
supply all over the country will add materially to the cost of 
distributing the power. There should be no objection to a cable 
carrying 250 amperes at 10,000 volts with a loss of, say, 10 per cent. 
on the line, and this would allow of, eay, 10 or 12 trunk cables from 
each works. 

In planning out a system of trunk cables there should be no 
difficulty in arranging that intercommunication through suitable 
cutting-out devices could be made, and failure of supply minimised 
accordingly. The adoption of any higher pressure than 12,000 volts 


is surrounded at present by difficulties with the government 


authorities, and, to & certain extent, there would be required 
more experience in the behaviour of insulating materials before a 
pressure of, say, 20,000 volts was fixed as the distribution pressure. 
In connection with the actual generation at 10,000 or 12,000 volts 
pressure, the author studied the practice of American and 
Continental dynamo makers at the Paris Exhibition of 1900, and in 
no case did the pressure exceed 6,000 volts. On investigating the 
nature of the insulating materials generally used in the armature 
windipgs, it is difficult to reconcile this fact with the pressure of 
6,000 volte; it may be that the alarming results which were 


supposed to have accompanied the use of 10,000 volts on the 
machines and apparatus at Deptford had exercised their influence 
on this point, but the writer has no hesitation in saying that what 
has been done in the past can be done now and in the future. 
There is to-day running at Deptford an alternator generating at 
10,000 volts which was constructed as long ago as 1889, and others 
have since been installed to supply at the same pressure. 

Returning to the subject of the distribution of the power along 


the trunk cables, and assuming that 10,000 volts is adopted, there 


should be no difficulty in deciding that the distribution shall be 
by means of underground cables in order to provide for a continuous 
supply. An agitstion has lately sprung up for the purpose of 
obtaining permission to distribute by means of overhead wires, after 
the manner of the American and Continental practice. It may be 
tbat the suggestion for overhead wires is for the purpose of supply- 
ing at a higher pressure than 10,000 volts, and possibly this will 
account in some degree for the reason of the agitation; but in view 
of the difficulties of properly insulating overhead wires at the point 
of attachment to their supports in all sorts of weather, such as was 
experienced in this district in November and December of last 
year, one caunot help supporting the action of those in authority 
who are loth to depart from the regulations laid down on this point. 
With your permission the author would refer again to the experi- 
ence of the Grosvenor Gallery works, which at one time was supply- 
ing its consumers at 2,500 volts by means of rubber-insulated over- 
head wires slung by leather tags from steel suspending wires through 
various circuits, the total length of which was between 80 аса 90 
miles of route, and though the lines were well put up and each 
joint carefully made, there was always a considerable leakage of 
current. It is true that none of the lines were broken or blown 
down, and this fact redounds to the credit of the men employed on 
the work, and to the method employed in suspending the lines; 
but the poles and wires were many times struck by lightning, aud 
one bas only to have the experience (one occasion usually sufticcs) 
of seeing the effect of a lightning discharge across the air-gap 
between the armature and fields of an alternator, to wish overhead 
wires elsewhere. It will] doubtless be said that arresters could be 
used, but even then the results of interruptions to supply due to 
momentarily earthing any line charged with 10,000 volts or more 
may prove a heavier item of expense than the mere loss of revenue 
due to the interruption of the service. Some mitigation of the 
difficulties of overhead transmission might be obtained by the use 
of insulated wires, but it does strike one as resembling the old say- 
ing of “taking coal to Newcastle” to put up overhead insulated 
wires. Why not put a little more insulation on and put them under- 
ground? In this particular district it is likely that subsidence of 
the roads due to colliery workings may take place, and for the pro- 
tection of the “authorised undertaker” it has been suggested that 
the penalties to which the undertaker is liable, due to interruptions 
of the supply from this cause, should not be inflicted, and that the 
words “or by reason of the operation of any colliery " should be 
added to that section of the Clauses Act which deals with this 
point. 

The question of distribution of the power at the place where it is 
to be used is one which can be divided into two headings — (a) the 
isolated works, collieries, tramways, &c., and (b) the supply to an 
aggregation of works and for the lighting of separate districts where 
the population is large enough to warrant & sub-station. In each 
case probably the first transformation will be by means of the usual 
form of static transformer to a low-pressure alternating current, and 
then through a rotary converter to continuous currents as required. 
In some of the works and collieries referred to as being isolated, it 
may suffice to supply alternating currents so that three-phase motors 
may be run direct off the transformers; but where & number of 
works are supplied from one sub-station, or where house lighting 
and small power supply is to be considered, it would probably be 
better to arrange for a continuous current supply distributed on the 
three-wire system, and, in addition to the usual transforming 
apparatus, there should be installed a fairsized storage battery. 
for use in case of emergency or repair, &c. From the sub-station 
to the consumer is a matter which is dealt with in во many ways, 
and is so well known, that it need not be referred to here in 
any detail. 

A few remarks may be made on the general policy of distributing 
electrical power from large central stations in view of the opinions 
which have been expressed against it by many well-known members 
of tbe Institution. The two points which directly concern the 
question are costs and expediency. Is it less costly to generate 
from, say, one large works with 25,000 н.р. to 30,000 ир. installed, 
than from, say, five works, each with 5,000 н.р. to 6,000 н.р. ? The 
author says, * Yes, distinctly so,“ provided the larger stations аге 
equipped with relatively larger units, but not so if small units of 
500 Kw. or 1,000 Kw. are installed, for then the reduction in costs 
as the units generated increase disappears when probably 5,000 н.р. 
or 6,000 H.P. output is reached. The expediency of moving the 
ceutral generating stations from the densely populated and 
valuable centres of business to the banks of a river and in 
proximity to a colliery or collieries is undoubtedly right, and tic 
example set by the gas industry in this direction is one to be 
followed. The opinion has also been expressed that it is difficult 
to reconcile the assertion that the cost of generation is less for 
large central stations than for, say, works in Newcastle, Sunderland, 
South Shields, &c., because, say the opponents of central power 
stations, each of these towns is large enough to support a central 
generating station in itself, and that if a number of towns are 
grouped on to one large station the cost of cables from the station to 
each town would be so great as to be prohibitive, and, further, that 
as the maximum load in each place occurs almost simultaneously 
there would only result an intensified peak, say, for example, on 
Saturday evenings. To a certain extent this is true, but as each 
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place with its separate station has to provide a certain proportion of 

plant, and as each of the works is equipped with com- 
paratively small units of plant, each requiring considerable 
attention, &c., the aggregation of these numerous small units into 
Sewer large unita of plant must tend to economy in attendance and 
reduction in the percentage of spare plant required, and con- 
sequently in capital costs. 

Against this it will be said that attention is still required at the 
sub-stations, but even in this event the larger central station, with 
its sub-stations, is decidedly less costly than a number of medium- 
sized works. To take an exampleof what might have been done in 
the Tees district, the five towns of Hartlepool, West Hartlepool, 
Stockton, Middlesbrough, and Thornaby are within a few 
miles of each other. Three of these towns have works of 
their own at present, and of the other two one is proposing 
to erect works, and the other is applying this session for a 


constructional or managing engineer, or the trader in the electrical 


apparatus which is so necessary to the power supply authority in 
extending the business for which the works are established. He 
wishes to bring before your local committee a suggestion that the 
power supply authorities mentioned should be approached either 
by this Institution or any other suggested method to confer on the 
two points of pressure and periodicity, so that in the laying out of 
the trunk mains throughout the area there may be interconnection 
between adjacent stations for the double purpose of secaring 
economy in generation and standardisation of the motors and otber 
electrical apparatus which will be supplied to the users of power 
throughout the district. The effect of standardising the periodicity 
and pressure will tend very materially o cheapen the cost of motors 
and their accessories, which will act beneficially on the power 
supply authority, with a corresponding reduction in the costs of 
production and the price per unit to the consumer. The suggestion 
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* Eleven more orders were put into operation late in 1900 or during 1901 from which no returns are available at present, 


provisional order. Why these Corporations did not combine to 
put up one central station to supply the three towns now working 
their own plant, instead of at present running three separate works, 
it is difficult to say; but there is no doubt that a very considerable 
economy would have been the result, in at least the buildings and 
generating plant and the management expenses, and when the two 
other towns were connected the result would have been a cheaper 
supply for the ratepayers and power users in each place. Generally 
speaking, the sapply of power to the manufactories, shipyards, 
collieries, &c., from municipal central stations in the district is 
emall—smaller than the supply by the companies established—and 
though in some towns, such as, for example, Bradford, Manchester, 
Liverpool and Birmiogham, &c., a considerable motor load is 
connected to the mains, there is & tendency to hold back from the 
supply of electrical power by municipal authorities. Whether this 
is due to the probable uncertainty of the composition of each year's 
electrical committee, or on the other hand, the unwillingness of the 
power user to take any guaranteed consumption, it is difficult to 
say, but it is for the power supply companies authorised throughout 
the country and this district to supply the deficiency. 

The questions of capital costa for the erection and equipment of 
the power stations, and prices at which electrical power will be sold 
to the power users, have been presented to your Institution in many 
papers at considerable length, so that it is not proposed to enter into 
any details, but the author considers that there is a field for the 
employment of at least 10 millious of capital in equipping power 
stations and their distributing systems in this district, and provided 
that sufficiently liberal terms are offered to manufacturers and 
others to use power, sufficient revenue should accrue to return the 
statutory dividend to the investor. 

Throughout this paper nothing has been said, so far, as to the 
competition of gas supply and its probable effect on large central 
stations. Where gas is cheap, as it is in some parts of this district, 
its function wil be properly discharged in heating, cookiug, and 
power supply by gas engines, and the annexed table gives some 
data for the last 10 years which are sutticiently accurate to give 
encouragement to those engaged in the electrical industry on the 
North-East Coast that there is a large and ever-increasing demand 
for light and power. A comparative statement is giveu showing 
statistics of the population, inhabited houses, gas and electricity 
supplied in 1891, 1896, 1828, and 1900 (when the latest reliable 
returns are available). Incidentally, the investigation required for 
the above table showed that the housing problem is becoming a 
serious question in the district, for in 1891 there were 61 persons 
per inhabited house, and at the end of 1900 there were 7:8 persons 
per house. This is also a fact which will give encouragement to 
those engaged in this district in traction enterprise. 

In concluding this short paper, dealing with a subject which is so 
interesting to all members of the Institution, and which teems 
with possibilities almost beyond the “dreams of avarice,” the 
author would welcome a free and open criticism and discussion as 
to the experiences and ideas of those whose business brings them 
into contact with any phase of electrical power supply, be it asthe 


which he begs leave to make is that each of the power supply com- 
panies, and, if necessary, those who own distribution powers, 
should appoint a director and an engineer to meet and discuss the 
two points referred to, and that the conference or commission, as it 
may be more correctly described, should be empowered to direct all 
the power companies to adopt a standard pressure of distribution 
and a standard periodicity for generation. 


STORAGE BATTERY TRACTION FAILURES 
IN GERMANY. | 


Тнк history of storage battery traction on tramways in Germany is 
perbaps as unfortunate as that in England, although this particular 
system has probably been given a more extended trial in the 
former country than in any other part of the world. One by one the 
experiments in Great Britain have been discontinued, and the trials 
made with the Elieson locomotives at Stratford, the battery cars at 
Barking, the Jarman system at Croydon, and the accumulator cars 
at Birmingham are matters of the past, and are not likely to be 
repeated in the future, unless considerable improvements are made 
in the direction of lightness and greater output of the cella But 
whilst these different services have been of a comparatively insig- 
nificant character, an exhaustive test of storage battery cars has 
been made in Germany on a comprehensive scale, and extending 
over a long period. The most important instance is that of the 
Hanover Tramway Company, which has not restricted its sphere of 
activity to the town, but has constructed lines beyond the suburbs 
to distant localities, and thus changed the nature of the under- 
taking to that of a secondary railway system. Out of a total 
length of 165 miles of track 55 miles are situated in Hanover, 14 
miles are in Linden, and most of the remaining mileage leads to 
Hildesheim and Deister. Excepting the municipal area of Hanover, 
the whole of the external lines are operated on the overhead 
trolley system, whilst battery cars are employed іп the 
town, because the company had complete confidence in 
them at the time of the inauguration of the service, 
and because the municipal authorities might have been 
equally as indisposed to approve the use of overhead wires at that 
time as they are at the present moment. The extent of the service 
will be understood from the fact that 274 battery cars are in con- 
stant operation, but the company has for some months past admitted 
that the introduction of accumulator cars was a serious error, and it 
is now endeavouring to rectify the mistaken judgment of earlier 
years. The experience gained from the working of this large 
number of cars shows that battery traction is too costly, that the 
heavy weight of the cars wears out the permanent way too quickly, 
that defects arise which militate against the cars affording an 
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efficient service, and that the danger of explosions is always present. 
In these circumstances—which may be interpreted as an indication 


 thatstorage battery traction in Hanover has proved a commercial 


failure—the company is desirous of discarding the accumulator cars 
in favour of the overhead trolley system, but the municipal 
authorities have hitherto declinéd to sanction the conversion from 
the one to the other method. A second instance relates to Hagen, 
Westphalia, where the local tramway company has a large number 
of storage battery cars in service, and wishes to substitute the over- 
head trolley system. In this case also, the local authorities refused 
to approve the transformation except on conditions which the 
company found it impossible to accept. The Government com- 
missioner at Arnsberg and the Elberfeld railway admini- 
stration have, however, intervened in the matter, and have issued an 
order deciding that in consequence of the inadequacy of the battery 
car service, the cars are to be removed from the lines by next 
ео. and the overhead trolley system introduced in their 
place. 

The position of affairs at Halle on the Saar affords another 
striking example of the unsatisfactory results attending the use of 
accumulator cars. Both the overhead trolley system and battery 
cars are in operation, the latter having been introduced in order to 
meet the objections of the University authorities, who considered 
tbat the instruments at the Physical Institute would be affected in 


the event of overhead wires with rail return being permitted within. 


the neighbourhood of the buildings. The tramway company finds 
tbat not only are the battery cars unremunerative, but that the 
losses thereby incurred practically absorb the profits earned by the 
trolley cars, and that the cars do not afford an efficient service in 
consequence of frequent breakdowns. In the desire to substitute 
the overhead trolley system throughout the network, the company 
has offered to meet the expenditure for the provision, as was the 
case at Berlin, of protective devices for the instruments at the 
Physical Institute, and to defray the expenses of regulation and 
repair of the instruments. This proposal having been declined by 
the University authorities, the company now intends to invoke the 
aid of thelaw in order to endeavour to proceed with the work of 
conversion. The remainder of the battery cars at Berlin, where the 
service has been equally unsatisfactory and the cars have caused 
many accidents, &re to be removed in consequence of an order issued 
by the police authorities, and are to be replaced by the overhead 
system. It is, therefore, highly probable tbat in consequence 
of the disastrous financial returns which have resulted from 
these four cases of the operation of battery ‘cars on a large scale, 
none of the tramway companies which still employ horse traction 
will be disposed to consider the question of introducing battery 
cars in the future. The system has proved to be entirely unsuitable 
for dealing with passenger traffic on a satisfactory basis; and on 
almost all occasions when the question of improved locomotion is 
discussed, the only method which meets with favour is the overhead 
trolley system. 


SUBMARINE MINES. 


PERHAPS the most important use that electricity is put to in the 
Navy is in mining operations for exploding charges against an 
enemy from a distance. 

This class of armament may be roughly divided into two heads, 
viz, offensive and defensive weapons, of which the defensive may 
be said to be the most reliable. 

Under the head of defensive weapons we should class mecbanical, 
electro-contact and observation mines, and the latter as the most 
important of all, for they lie absolutely safe and inert under the 
bottoms of all friendly ships, but become a most effective barrier to 
the enemy. 

Under the head of offensive weapons we should class eleciro- 
contact and mechanical mines, outrigger torpedoes, creeps, sweeps, 
counter mines and explosive charges. 

It is interesting to look back upon the history of torpedo warfare 
for a brief space. 

War carried on with the direct action of explosions was prac- 
tically introduced by Bushnell, an American, and we see it rapidly 
developing throughout the American war. 

Bushnell after attempting to fix explosive charges beneath ships 
by means of a submarine boat, at length turned his attention solely 
to torpedoes, and in 1777 we find him attempting to blow up the 
Cerberus by means of a couple of floating torpedoes joined together 
with а line, and set to drift so that when the line caught against 
her cable the two mines coming one on either side of her, and 
having mechanism worked by revolving wheels in the tideway, 
would eventually explode. This attack failed in its object, but 
blew up a schooner anchored near. 

After this Fulton blew up a small vessel, the Dorothea, off Deal, 
in the presence of Pitt. These methods were denounced as un- 
becoming the British nation at thc time, and returning to Amerira, 
be wrote a pamphlet about torpedoes. 

Public opinion was much against Fulton, but in 1810 the United 
States appointed a commission, consisting of Commodore Rodgers 
and Captain Chauncey, of the U.S. Navy, to investigate his designs. 
His torpedo consisted of a copper case containing 100 lbs. of 
powder, fired by two levers and a gunlock, and it was proposed to 
fire a harpoon, attached toa buoy, at the ship, the torpedo being 
about 10 ft. below the surface, supported by the buoy. The two 
captains differed in their reports, and Rodgers ridiculed the whole 
thing; but being told to defend himself against Fulton's attack, he 
hung weights at his yard arms, rigged large swinging booms with 


scythes on them, and generally constructed such a defence as ren- 
dered his ship totally unfit for any other service. He kept Fulton 
ata distance, but proved his (Fulton’s) success by rendering thc 
ship unfit for action. 

In 1812 an attempt on H.M.S. Plantagenet, lying in an American 
port, was condemned by the English as “ cowardly, villainous, and 
improper.” | 

But in spite of public opinion, the torpedo was working its way 

iuto prominence, and was soon recognised as a legitimate method of 
conducting warfare. 
It was during the American war that the torpedo gained a footing. 
An attempt to destroy the Memphis, and later the Minnesota and 
]Wabash, convinced the Northerners that it was useless to allow an 
enemy to pursue such methods without replying in the samé 
manner. 

Lieut. Cushing attacked the Albemarle eight miles up tht 
Roanoake river, and sunk her with an outrigger torpedo, very much 
like our own in present use. | | 

Colt was, perhaps, the first to demonstrate what could be done 
with electricity in this line; he blew up & brig of1400 tons, 
moving at the rate of 4 knots, with electricity from a station 
5 miles distant ; he kept his plans secret, but it is believed that he 
used a camera obscura, and fired his mine by pressing a key. 

We now find the Confederates making what were known as frame 
torpedoes, which were composed of several spars, pointed and 


„ buoyant at one end, and bolted to a long horizontal spar at the 


other end ; this spar was moored to the bottom, so that the torpedo 
spars floated vertically in rows. Тһе torpedo was somewhat curious; 


it consisted of a sort of shell, containing 27 lbs. of powder, and 


weakened considerably in the middle; it was fired electrically, and 
the head broke off, and formed a projectile to pierce an enemy's 
bottom. These frame torpedoes exercised such a vast moral effect, 
that ships were very much hampered by them. 

In the James River we find the Commodore Jones blown to pieces 
with 2,000 lbs. of powder fired electrically, and the Tecumseh sink- 
ing in Mobile Bay in one minute. | 

In the Russian war the Russians made use of mines which ex- 
ploded upon being bumped, and two gunboats, the Aferlen and 
Firefly, received a severe shaking through striking such mines, many 
of which were afterwards raised and got rid of by the English. 

In the Russo-Turkish war, and the French and Chinese, we also hear 
of torpedoes, and we may notice the case of an Austrian cruiser which, 
when chased, eluded her pursuers by taking a zig-zag course over 
an imaginary mine field, where the enemy were afraid of following 
her. 
Thus we see that the moral effect of mines, especially electric 
mines, is g considerable item in modern warfare. 

The mines adopted by almost all nations now may be divided 
into two classes, self-acting or electro-mechanical, and observation 
mines. 

Perhaps the latter, being the most important, will be the best 
to take first. They are laid down in rows, intended chiefly to 
guard narrow entrances, and consist of large cases of gun-cotton or 
dynamite, in which are inserted electric fuses; each mine is 
connected by a branch to the main cable, which runs along the 
whole line and comes ashore to the observing station, where the 
batteries are placed. The fuses are generally two or more in 
number, and are joined up in fork, so that should there be a rupture 
in the fusible bridge of one the circuit will not be interfered with 
as regards the second or third, and the mine will still fire. 

The circuit is made by an observer, who, on sighting an enemy 
about to enter, switches in the batteries and follows the ship with 
а telescope mounted upon a graduated arm, called a range finder. 
This instrument completes the circuit when the telescope points 
directly over the line of mines, and thus either the whole line or 
any particular mine may be fired as the ship passes over the spot. 

The mines are laid down at such a distance apart that the 
destructive radius of one touches or overlaps the destructive radius 
of its neighbour. Sometimes the minefield is laid down in a kind 
of chequer work, so that the destructive radius of one mine will 
overlap those of four others adjacent to it, and thus ensure the 
destruction of & ship passing between two of the first row of 
mines. 

The mines are either buoyant and moored at a certain depth 
below the water-line or they rest on the bottom. The French 
employ a mushroom-shaped mine, which rests upon the bottom, and 
is moored by its own weight, but, though very unobtrusive, these 
mines сап only be laid in certain harbous where the depth is not 
great, so that the explosion shall take place in clore proximity to 
the ship's bottom. 

The majority of mincs, however, arc either buoyant and rest а few 
fect below the surface or can be made to rise by an electric release 
when required; some of these can even be raised and sunk at will, 
from the observing station, but as all such devices require constant 
attention, they are compassed with many disadvantages. For naval 
purposes, the buoyant mines are far the most practicable, and can 
be laid down very expeditiously from a large boat. Ж 

When mincs are intended to be fircd singly, means must, of 
course, be provided to cut out the ruptured brauch from the main 
cable, and this is effected by watertight fusible cut-outs which fuac 
with the bridges that explode the mine; they take, however, н larger 
current to fuse them, ard consequently the branch is not cut out 
until the mine itself has fired. 

' The practice of firing siugle mines is condemned by many of the 
highest authorities, who maintain that in all cases a whole line should 
be fired in order to ensure the ship being within a destructive 
radius. Я 

We now come to the mechanival mines which аге self-acting; they 
may be joined up to batterics on shore which, when switched on, 
will tire the mine directly a passing ship bumps it, and thereby 
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makes contact within the mine itself, or each mine may contain its 
own firing battery, but in the latter case it will be seen that the 
mine being entirely self-acting, is just as dangerous to friends as 
to foes. 

There are many devices for firing a mine automatically upon its 
being bumped, but in no case has the difficulty of distinguishing 
between friends and foes been got over unless the batteries are 
placed ashore where they can be switched out of the circuit. 

These self-acting mines are not all electric. The Russians use a 
mixture of chlorate of potash and sugar in which a glass tube con- 
. taining sulphuric acid is buried, the whole being contained in a 
brass tube which projects from the mine; a ship striking this tube 
would Бера it, break the tube and liberate the acid among the 


mixture, resulting in its combustion and the explosion of the mine. 


Very naturally the details in connection with mines are jealously- 
guarded secrets, but certain devices are common property to all 
naticns, and perhaps one of the most ingenious of these, and at the 
same time a very simple one, is the unstable cell.” This consists 
of a case containing the explosive with an electric fuse which can 
be fired by a battery resting on a shelf. The battery is of such a 
shape that it can be very easily upset, in which position the liquid 
ows over the two electrodes and renders the cell active, with the 
result tbat the fuse is tired. | 

Such a miue is essentially a weapon of offence ; it would be used 1o 
blockade an enemy’s harbour in order to prevent his fleet going 
to sea. 

The chief defence against mines is carried out with counter- 
mines, and these would be run over the ground before making an 
advauce through a suspected channel. " 

Counter-mines are laid down by boats at full speed, being dropped 
in straight lines, or rather in one continuous straight line; directly 
all are laid, they are fired, and by this means all mines within & 
certain distance of the line are destroved, and a safe channel 
secured. 

Counter-mines would probably belaid down at night and the boats 
would be subje:ted to a heavy fire from the enemy's guns, so that 
various designs have been proposed by which a steain launch, with 
no one inside her, shall be electrically steered from the ship 
following, and drop the mines automatically. 
` Other methods of putting an enemy's mines out of action are 
sometimes employed when the mines are known to be electric. 
A special form of grapnel is towed along the bottom until it catches 
in what is presumed to be an enemy's cable, it bas asmall charge of 
gun-cotton attached to it, and this being fired destroys the cable ; 
this is known as “creeping” for cables. 

Weighted ropes or chains towed so as to hang between two boats 
pulling abreast are also used to catch vertical cables or the moorings 
of buoyant mines: this is known as sweeping," and was employed 
with much suecess in the American war. 

The great object of all mining operations, as distinguished from 
torpedoes, isto produce a moral effect that shall keep an enemy 
from entering one's harbours; to produce such an effect their 
efficiency must be fully demonstrated by experiments in times of 
peace, and just as the introduction of gyroscope torpedoes with a 
range of a mile places an action at least at that distance, so the exist- 
ence of eflicient mines in our home ports is likely to keep hostile 
fleets from our harbours. The electrical mine and the torpedo are 
probabiy not such terrible weapons as they appear at first sight, for 
by their influence in modern warfare the disablement of a ship 
will most likely be carried out at long range where the loss of life 
would not be on such a big seale as would be inevitable at close 
quarters. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Books Received.—“ Magnetismo e Elettricità,” by F. 
Grassi. Milan: U. Hoepli. 1902. L5.50. 

“ Die Schutzvorrichtungen der Starkstromtechnik gegen Atmo- 
sphirische Entladungen,“ by Dr. G. Benischke. Parallelbetrieb 
von Wechselstrommaschinen," by Dr. G. Benischke. Brunswick: 
F. Vieweg & Son. 1902. M. 1.20 each. 

" Les Cables Sous-Marins," by Alfred Gay. 
Villars. 2fr. 50 c. 

т Cry oscopie,” by K. M. Raoult; “ Franges d Interference,“ by J. 
Масе de Lepinay; “La (icometric non Euclidienne,” by P. Bar- 
barin ; " Geometrographic," by E. Lemoine; Th orie de la Lune,” 
by H. Andover ; Le Phenomene de Kerr, by E. Néeculcéa. Paris: 
C. Naud. 2 fr. cach, or 10 fr. for the half-dozen. 

“лепсе Abstracts, No. 51, March 25th. London: The Feilden 
Publishing Company, Limited. 24. 

Under Books Received," we receutly gave Science Abstracts as 
being published by Messrs. E. & Е. ЇЧ. Spon, Limited. It is neces- 
eary to correct this, however, the publication having Leen issued by 
the Feilden Publishing Company, Limited, from Temple Chambers, 
Embankment, E.C., since January of this year. 


Paris: Cauthier- 


Robertson Lamps.—The General Electric Company 
inform us that quite a number of deputations from есіепіійс insti- 
tutious have lately visited the Brook Green Works, Hammersmith, 
where the Robertson lamps are made, viz., on the 13th ult., a party 
nf students from the Institution of Electrical Engineers; on the 
19th ult., the studeuts of the Institution of Civil Engineers; aud 
ou the 20th the Electrical Class from University College. 


. Electrical Wares Exported. 
Увек ENDING Mak. 26TH, 1901. Waex ENDING MAR. 25тн, 1902- 


Adelaide ia .. Value £62 Adelaide és .. Value 2100 
" Teleg. cable T 68 Aden. Teleg. mat. pis .. 964 
Alexandria .. is ёе А 87 . Alexandria .. - as s 42 
Amsterdam.. i» - as 60 Amsterdam. ix .. 116 
Bombay , wis "A «s 81 | Bombay čs " ss V 75 
Boston - 925 - .. 145 | Bremen os si s ex 80 
Buenos Ayres.,  .. ix .. 206 Calcutta v s . 1,180 
11 Teleg. cable .. 120 | к Teleg. wire . 5132 
Р Teleg. mat. 249 Callao. Te'eg. buoys .. d 34 
»  Creosoted teleg. poles 340 | Cape Town.. x zs oe 957 
Calcutta x m .. 555 | Cartagena .. vs ж vs 
it Teleg. cable .. . . 195 Channel Islands .. ә "T 
Cape Town .. Ss M, . . 1,283 Christchurch sa v So 
Coatzacoalcos. Teleg. appts... 185 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 
Colombo . нА .. 104 |! Duroan : s os 


Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 51 ' East London ve 


Durban we T sas .. 697 Fremantle Вага биз Уз 
East London acs л» Es 15 ; Gibraltar .. 23 Ж Я 
Fremantle .. "i єз 93 56 | Hobart Pr vs we 

- Teleg. mat. .. .. 231 Karachi s s s "t 

" Teleph. cable . 1172 Liban oe - .. ee 
Grenada. Teleg. apparatus .. 41 Lisbon. Teleg. cable .. 
Hobart sa vė 55 . 1,851 | Madras <x x «s 
Hong Kong.. "b d .. 1,000 North Atlantic. Teleg. oable.. 1, 
Huelva Pu s e GeO Port Elizabeth  .. v .. 196 
Madras s - . . 285 Rio de Janeiro  .. - Ja 24 
Malta sò - - 10 | St. Petersburg. Teleg. cable. 135 
Melbourne .. ee ais e. 8l Bhanghai .. RT re . 604 
North Atlantic. Teleg. cale .. 2,600 Sydney 2x $3 sa „ 347 
Ostend vs va - . 208 Syra. Teleg. mat. es M 90 
Penang $4 ex МИ .. 115 Valparaiso .. es ai .. ) 480 
Pernambuco, Teleg. cable — . . 15,500 Wellington .. js i . . 1.994 


| 
Perth ee ee ee ГЕ | ee 76 | 
Port Elizabeth .. se эл 13 | 


Port Said. ee vs - 26 
Rio Janeiro.. E vs T 17 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. „ 4 


Santiago de Chili. Telephone 1770 | 


Sydney is s Es 

m Teleg.cable.. . 149 
Trinidad . T is ыз 4 
Wellington .. = 6 ix 8 
Zanzibar ee ee oe oe 148 ; 


Total sé £30,066 Total T 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Bangkok, Electl. machny. Value £810 ' Calcutta. Elec. appts. .. Value £79 
Durban. Elec. goods ése 4a 

Hong kong. Elec. mat. е 12 

New York. Elec. goods.. 1 5 80 


Total oe ee X 10 Total - e oe ELEN 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WSK ENDING APRIL 2ND, 1901. | Машк ENDING APRIL 1єт, 1902. 
Adelaide e" .. Value £593 Adelaide  .. “> .. Value 1% 


m Teleg. wire .. 743 Amsterdam.. T sð ; 
Alexandria.. vs oo .. 107 ‚ Bangkok .. $5 s .. 201 
(i Telephones sa 54 Bombay d es ee 445 
Amsterdam .. ea ais i 85 , $ Teleg. wire. “> Bl 
Auckland. vá is EM 91 Buenos Ayres és 205 .. 181 
Bilbao a ce © en 30 Calcutta "m 24 . 410 
Brisbane .. 425 | Cape To) ] mi. .. Zid 
Buenos Ayres a - 82 57 Chinde - T . © 8t 
vi Teleg. mat. 291 Colombo os ate T 16 
vi Teleph. cable. 386 Durban е9 - “ . . 1,845 
Calais. - - - T 58 Fremantle. oe T . 208 
Calcutta és ае $a . 533 Gibraltar. гә ea Ta 10 
" Teleg. wire .. © 56 Hamburg. sè ate vs 90 
Cape Town .. ©з 95 A 42 Hong Kong .. "T 3M . 82 
T Teleg. mat. .. . . l 198 Madras 5% чр Ps А 90 
Chinde ; se s 5% 42 Melbourne .. РИ ss . 800 
Christiania .. 59 Nagasaki s ee V ко 


Teleg. wire i: 51 Odessa , Д ia oe 70 


Colombo Ve 82 б» v 67 Port Elizabeth M 


$s vs 81 
Durban T ae aie ee 795 Santos Ms Vs m . 491 
East London vs ^ . 036 Shanghai .. d dis . 300 
Fremantle oe oe oe e? 21 Bydney е oo ee ео 514 
Hamburg . е - .. 147 18 Teleg. mat. as 60 
Hobart. Telephone cable .. 268 Wellington .. bs e" .. 195 
Kobe. Teleg. cable Sa .. 6.534 iG Elec. tubes. 9 22 
Kure .. ӨЯ ia ae S 88 \ Yokobama .. xs ee .. 2,121 
i Teleg. cable $e . . 2,471 
Leghorn s T i a 17 
Madras га - Vs is H 
Malta > is i os 33 
Melbourne .. is 5% oe 200 
10 Teleg. cable.. . . 1,499 
paris aa m vs S 65 | 
Perth.. э» es oe . . 153 
Port Elizabeth  .. T ee 1,404 
Rio Janeiro. Teleg. mat. " E 
st. Helena .. ie б» s +5 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat.. 300 
Shanghai б - oe 15 
Singapore . e <s ae 2 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire .. 691 
Sydney T ES m КАГЫ! 
бе Telek. wire . .. 1,654 
Valparaiso. Teleg. mat. ee 61 
Wellington .. ee s .. 820 
vi Telephones . . 2,770 
Total oe £25,848 Total „ә £8,314 
E Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Cape Town. Elec. light appar. St. Michaels. Elec. machinery 
Value i ee e £50 Value pu T . . £1,500 
Sydney. Elec. lighting appar. zo 
2 Total "t £1,580 


Bankruptcy Proceedings,—Notice of a supplementary 
‘dividend of 434. in the £ is given in the London Gaztle in the 
case of Geo. Benjamin Wright, of Wolverhampton, who is described 
as consulting engineer aud commission agent, formerly itou- 
founder and iroumaster, and subsequently electrical engineer.” 
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The London ‘razette notities that the debts having been paid, the 
adjudication was annulled, and the receiving order rescinded on 
March 24th in the case of C. A. Church (Hy. Conolly & Co.), manu- 
facturing electrical engineer, of Hampstead, and other addresses. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—The Doe Portable 
Electric Light and Power Syndicate is winding-up voluntarily, 
with Mr. G. H. Tyler, of Birmingham, as liquidator. Creditors 
should send usual particulars to Mr. 'l'yler by May 10th. 

A meeting of the Eclipse Brass and Copper Company will be held 
at York on April 29th, to hear an account of the windiug-up from 
the liquidators. 

A meeting of the General Engineering Company, Limited, is to 
be held at 2, Penywern Road, S.W., on May ith, to hear an account 
of the winding-up. | 

Messrs. M. Lawton, W. J. Charles, and A. Watson Alfred 
Wat-on & Co., electrical engineers and electrical accessories manu- 
facturers) have dis-olved partnership. Debts will be attended to 
by Messra. Charles & Watson, who will continue thc business under 
the old stvle. 


The Astbury Electricians Lathe, — Mr. W. H. 
Astbury, machine tool engineer, of Nottingham, has designed a 
4-in. lathe for producing light work required by electricians, for 
jobbing work purposes in electric stations, and so on. The tool 
is claimed to be at once new and compact in its general arrange- 
ments. It is also claimed that the form and weight of the column 
on which the bed is mounted ensure absolute steadiness, besides 
atfordiog a convenient container for tools and accessories. We are 
infurmed that, owing to the peculiarity of the design, stiffer jobs 
can be dealt with than is usual on a 4-in. lathe, whilst due regard 
has been given to convenience in manipulation. А priced circular 
of this lathe can be obtained on application to Mr. Astbury. 


Catalogues,—The International Electrical Engineering 
Company, of Clun House, W.C., have sent us a сору of their No. 5 
Bulletin, describing the electrical power installation which fhe 
Liége works of the firm carried out at the Ougree Blast Furnates 
and Steel Works. The electrical power installation is of special 
interest, in that the dynamos are direct coupled to single-cylinder 
blast furnace gas engines of 600 нр. each. We are informed that 
they are found to run perfectly in parallel. Besides the motor 
equipments for the hoista, conveyors, live rolls, &c., the installation 
includes 10 overhead travelling cranes, some with four motors, and 
also electric locomotives for moving the 20-ton steel ladles. The 
same company has also issued a No.4 Bulletin, giving particulars 
of continuous current dynamos, motors, switchboards, starting 
switches, &с. All the coils of the machines are wound on formers, 
80 as to be strictly interchangeable, and they are taped by special 
machinery. We understand that the firm manufactures all its own 
micanite and other insulation. Dimensions are given of standard 
sizes of machines ranging from 4 to 475 Н.Р. 

The Bedford Enyiucering Company have sent usa well-illustrated 
list of their steam cranes (locomotive, fixed, portable, &c.), also 
overhead «lectric travellers. 

Messrs. D. Anderson & Son, Limited, manufacturers of roofing 
felts, of Belfast, have sent us a perpetual wall calendar. 


E. E. (R. E.) Volunteer Settlers at the Front.—It 
will interest our readers to learn that there has just been formed the 
Trausvaal Engineering Company, of Johaunesburg and Pretoria, 
electrical and general engineers. The partners of this company аге 
two of the late Е.Е. (R. L..) V. first contingent members, and now 
settlers in South Africa, Messrs. Silverthorne and T. H. Brown by 
name. They have just secured the contract for the installation of 
clectric light in the new Government offices, situated in Pretorius 
Street, Pretoria. The installation consists of 280 lights, 106-c.r. 
cach. They have also many orders pending completion for plant 
and machinery for the Transvaal Cold Storage Company, the 
Pretoria Lighting Company, and private contracts for complete 
electric light installations. 


Fire.—On 2xth ult. a fire occurred on the premises of 


Messrs. Marshall & Woods, electric light engineers, of 2, Gray's Inn 
Road. 


^ Flying." - We have received the second number (March) 
of a new quarterly magazine published by Mesars. Iliffe & Sous, 
Limited, St. Bride Street, at 28. Gd. It purports to be a record of 
aerial navigation, incorporating “the tlyer, the flying machine, the 
aerostat, and the aeropaut,’ and it appears to us tu be a most 
interesting publication, full of practical matter, which is very 
liberally illustrated by neat sketches and photographs. Scientitic 
men who are interesting themselves in aeronautics will welcome 
Flying, if we mistake not. 


For Sale.—Particulars are given in our advertisements 
to-day of certain freehold property at Manchester, suitable for elec- 
trical or other engineering works, now being offered for sale by 
private treaty, Messrs. Wheatley Kirk being the auctioneers. 


Nelson Electricity Works,—In our article on this 
subject last week, no mention was made of the fact that the whole 
of the boilers, steam pipes, &c., in the works were covered with 
non-conducting composition by Messrs. F. Leroy & Co., of Lower 
Broughton, Manchester. 


Reduction of Capital. — A petition presented оп 
March 25th for confirming a special resolution reducing the capital 
of the Chloride Electrical Storage Syndicate from £262,500 to 


£135,250 is to be heard at the As:ize Courts, Strangeways, Man- | 


chester, on Monday, April 14th. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Monté Callow & Co. 
bave removed to larger and more convenient premises at 6, Ludgate 
Broadway, E.C., where they will hold a stock of Perfecta 
resistance apparatus to meet ordinary requirements. We have 
received a very handy portfolio of their price lists of motor starters, 
reversers, regulators, and controllers for direct and polyphase cur- 
rents; also field regulators. The lists are very neatly arranged and 
illustrated. The firm are also agents for the London district for 
Atkinson’s ammeters and voltmeters, а pamphlet relating to which 
is before us. 

The Direct Spanish Telegraph Company, Limited, are removing 
their general offices from 280, Winchester House, E.C., to 66, 
Electra House, Moorgate, E.C., on 7th inst. 

Owing to the increase of business in Sheflield and District, the 
Electrica] Company, Limited, bave found it necessary to open а 
branch in Sheffield. Mr. K. R. Stuart, who has been with the 
company for many years, has been appointed manager. Thc 
address of this branch is 17, York Street, Sheflield. 


* 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


— — — 


Auckland (N. Z.) .— It is reported from New Zealand that 
Captain W. B. Brain, of Auckland, has invented su accumulator of 
remarkably high capacity, but no particulars of its construction are 
to hand. We learn also that the Captain has bougbt a waterfall 
20 miles from Auckland, and proposes to transmit energy by cable 
7 or 8 miles to a battery-charging station, and to send the charged 
accumulators to Auckland in punts. We wish him joy of his job. 


Bolton.—Mr. A. A. Day, the electrical engineer, 
suggests that the following prices for the supply of motive power 
be adopted from April 1st:—-Motors under 4 H. p., and intermittent 
users of larger motors, price 1jd. per unit, less 10 per cent.; motors 
used continually, 4 н.р. and over, 1}d., lees 10 per cent. Customers 
using not less than 25 н.р. for 48 hours per week, 14d., less 20 per 
cent., or 1d. per unit net. Tramways, 14d. net. 


Bridlington.— The T.C. has resolved to employ а con- 
sulting electrical engineer to prepare plans, specifications, and 
estimates for an electricity works. 


Briton Ferry.—The U.D.C. has decided to make 
application to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £4,000 for 
electric lighting. 


Cauvery Falls,—According to the Rangoon Times, three 
Brahmin graduates, and a young European assistant engineer named 
Rice, have been selected by the Mysore Government to proceed to 
New York for the purpose of three years’ training as electrical 
engineers, in view of the future requiremeuta of the Cauvery 
Electric Power Works. During their training they will be paid a 
monthly salary, not only bv the Government, but by an electrical 
engineering firm in New Уогк who have undertaken to educate 
them, and, on qualifying, they will be provided with superior 
appointments at the Falls. 


Devonport.—The arbitration case in connection with the 
Corporation electricity supply was commenced at the offices of 
Messrs. Preece & Cardew last wcek. The proceedings were private. 


Dorking.—An agreement between the U.D.C. and 
Edmundson's Electricity Corporation has been drafted. 


Dover.—The T.C. has resolved to seal the agreement for 
the purchase of the electricity supply undertaking for £142,000. 


Exeter.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held on 2186 ult. by 
Col. A. G. Durnford, R.E., into an application of the City Council 
for leave to borrow £70,000 for electric lighting purposes. The 
capacity of ihe electricity works, which were bought by the 
Corporation from a company in 1896, is 410 kw., with 26,625 
lamps conuected. The Council proposes to build a new station on 
а favourable site, of 1,300 Kw. capacity, and capable of extension, 
at à cost of £70,000. The items estimated are as follows:— Site 
(2 acres), £1,820; buildings, £15,296; railway siding, 4600, 
boilers, £1,264; generating plant (Westinghouse), £29,707 ; 
feeders, £3,500; extensions of mains, £9,030; sub-stations, switch- 
boards, &c., £1,000; alterations to motors, £500; transformers, 
£1,133; meters, £1,805; mechanical accessories, £14,622; con- 
tingencies, £2,000. An alternative scheme was put forward by Mr. 
T. W. Letheren, electrical engineer, of Exeter, who pointed out the 
necessity of providing for electric traction, and the superiority of 
direct current supply. 


Hamilton.—The T.C. has agreed to an arrangement 
with Messrs. Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation, Limited, to 
supply electricity to the burgh. It is open to the Corporation to 
purchase the iustallation and plant at the end of five or ten years. 


Hendon.— There is considerable local opposition to the 
U.D.C's. electric lighting scheme, by which it is proposed to spend 
£56,000. Meanwhile the Council's prov. order has been extended 
till May, 1903. 


Manchester.—The L. G. B. bas sanctioned the application 
of the Corporation to borrow £477,000 for purposes connected with 
the electricity undertaking. 
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Melrose.—The District Lunacy Board has resolved to 
introduce the electric light into the asylum, erecting its own 
gencrating plant. 


Salford.—The special committee appointed to conduct an 
inquiry into the electricity department of the Corporation met last 
week. The following terms of reference from the Council were 
brought before the committee :— 

1. As to the building, &c., of the Walness Works. 

2. As to whether the aforesaid works could have been enlarged 
(80 as to use the machinery at present contained therein) sufficiently 
to supply electric current for the necessary lighting, and to run the 
tramways at the present time, and for the next five years. 

3. As to the total power provided in the Walness Works and the 
new works, and if found to be in excess of the requirementa for the 
next five years, to go thoroughly into the matter, and report to the 
Council as to who is responsible. 

4. As to any other matters that in their judgment should be 
inquired into, and report thereon, апа! еу be empowered to go to 
апу expense necessary to carry out this inquiry. 

The committee decided to recommend the Council to appoint 
some legal gentleman to conduct the inquiry. It was also decided 
that all evidence adduced must be given on oath. 

The E.L. Committee proposes that from October lst the charges 
for electricity shall be reduced as follows: — For lighting, id. per 
unit, with auinimum payment of 13s. 4d. per quarter; for power, 
14d. for over 5,000 units per quarter, and for a less quantity 2d. for 
the first 2,500 units, and 14d. for the remainder. 


Shipley.— The School Board has appointed Mr. R. C. 
Quin consulting electrical engineer to supervise the carrying-out of 
an installation of the electric light in the Central Schools. 

Spain.—A central electric lighting station has recently 
been completed and put in operation in the town of Quintanar de 
la Sierra (Burgos province). Water-power is utilised. | 

Stourbridge.—The U.D.C. is negotiating with the 


B.E.T. Company with a view to the transfer of the Council's prov. 
order to the company. 


Surbiton.—The Board of Trade has approved the agree- 


ment between the U.D.C. and Messrs. Callender’s Cable and Con- 
struction Company, and the L.G.B. has sanctioned the necessary 
loan for the electric lighting scheme. | 


Worcester.—The Electricity Committee has decided to 


supply energy for Coronation illumination purposes at a charge of 
1d. for ten lamps for three hours. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Ayr.—The Corporation electric tramways have now been 
running for six months. The receipts work out at about 74d. per 
car-mile; the total receipts amount to £3,554. The cost of the 
energy used is reported to be £617. 


Birkdale.—The first electric car for public service ran 
on March 27th. The Board of Trade have laid down that the 
maximum speed to be attained by the cars in Aughton and York 
Roads shall be 10 miles an hour; Weld Road, 6; and Lulworth 
Road, 4. The Birkdale District Electric Supply Company are 
under penalty to provide current by June 30th, by which time it is 
probable the greater portion of the system will be in full working 
order. 


Brad ford.— Bradford has adopted the way-bill system 
for checking the conductors’ receipts, has applied the queue system 
to several routes with satisfactory results, and is trying on the tops 
of cars spring seats which double up perpendicularly when the 
pass3nger rises, and thus catch the minimum of rain. On Easter 
Monday the traftic receipts were estimated to reach £1,000. 


Burnley.—The new electric tramways which the Cor- 
poration have constructed from  Nelscn through Burnley to 
Padiham were formally opened on March 26th. The line is 
74 miles long, and the cost is about £100,000, apart from the 
£53,000 paid for the old steam tramway. 


Darlington.—The Tramways Committee met last week, 


and considered the report of Messrs. Kennedy & Jenkin as to the 
form of electric tramways to be adopted, and the relative cost of 
the overhcad and conduit systems. It was unanimously decided to 
recommend the adoption of the overhead system throughout the 
length of about 5 miles. The estimated cost of the lines, without 
including the purchase price of the old tramways (£7,500), was 
stated at about £90,000. 


Burban.—In the Даба! Government Gazette is published 
notice of application for a Bill in the Legislative Assembly to 
empower Sir Benjamin Wesley Greenacre, K.B., and other 
(specified) persons to construct & tramway to be worked by elec- 
tricity in certain streets of Durban. 


East Папі, —Гһе E. IL. Committee has been asked by the 
West Ham town clerk whether the East Ham Council would bc 
willing to work the whole of the lines until their plant ts com- 
pleted. The West Ham Council proposes to proceed at once with 
the construction of its lines. 


Glasgow.—The entirely new route of tramways between 
Glasgow and the neighbouring burgh of Rutherglen was to be 
Officially opened this week. The fares of the whole system arc 
being readjusted, and there is every probability of extending the 
4d. fare for a distance not exceeding two-thirds of a mile, and the 
1d. fare for a distance not exceeding two and one-third milcs on 
the average. These, however, sre not yet officially sanctioned. 
There being considerable surplus power at the Pinkston generating 
station, it is under consideration for the tramways department to 
supply current to the lighting department. 


Halifax.—As the result of a long inquiry by а sub- 
committee appointed to go thoroughly into the subject, the Elec- 
tricity Committee of the Corporation has decided ''that the charge 
for the supply of electricity for tramway purposes be 2d. per unit.' 


Isle of Man.—Mr. W. H. Walker, liquidator and receiver 
of the Isle of Man Tramways and Electric Power Company, Limited, 
is to receive about £7,600 as remuneration for services in connection 
with the liquidation of the company named. The whole under- 
taking of the company realised about £304,0C0, on which the Clerk 
of the Rolls in the Chancery Division of the High Court, Douglas, 
on Wednesday of last week allowed 2j per cent. as the liquidator's 
remuneration. Mr. Walker was appointed receiver and manager of 
the company on June ?1st, 1900, liquidator on July 11th, and 
receiver to the debenture holders on July 25th, 1900. 


Loughborough.—At a meeting of the General Purposes 
Committee of the Loughborough Town Council last week, it was 
resolved that the time given to the Loughborough and District 
Light Railway Syndicate, Limited, to decide whether they will 
accept the transfer of the electrical powers of the Corporation on 
terms to be settled, and subject to their carrying out concurrently 
their powers under the Light Railway Order, be extended to 
April 30th next. 


London United.—The following figures show the ігаћс 
dh these tramways during the Easter holidays :— 


1901. 1902. Increase. 
Good Friday e. 119,565 148,782 24,217 
Easter Monday 164,890 261,418 97,028 
Passengers 283,955 405,200 121.246 


August Bank Holiday. Easter Monday. Increase on 
1901. 1902. previous record. 


Passengers .. — .. 218,000 961,418 .. 48,418 


Mersey Railway.—At last week's meeting of this railway 
company in London, the Chairman said that with regard to the 
accounts, there was only one matter.to which it was necessary to 
refer—the effect of the opening of the Birkenhead electrical 
tramways. - The result had been to take away a certain amount of 
traflic that had hitherto travelled by the tunnel. This was one of 
the strong reasons which showed that it was essential for thc 
company to abandon steam and take to electric traction on their 
undertaking. The loss of traffic could not be obviated until the 
company were able to give the public a better means of getting 


across the river. He entertained little doubt as to what would 


happen when they had the best means of crossing the river. 


Middleton, — The tramways of the B.E.T. Co. are 
now in full working order in this district. On the 8? miles of 
irack 20 cars will be run, 10 of whicb have been supplied by the 
Brush Company, of Loughborougb, and 10 by Messrs. Dick, Kerr 
and Co., of Preston. The latter firm have supplied all the trucks 
of the maximum traction type and the whole of their equipments. 
The Tidswell life guards with additional side guards аге being 
used. The number of men it will be necessary to employ when all 
the cars are running is 80. 


Moville.—Application is to be made to the Irish Privy 
Council for a provisional order authorising the construction of an 
clectric tramway from Derry to Moville. The route extends over 
some 18 miles, aud engineers are engaged in survey and on 
the plans. It is proposed to generate electricity by turbines driven 
by water power.  Moville is an important calling place for 
American and Canadian liners, and it has no railway connection 
with Derry. 


Mytholmroyd.—The Mytholmroyd District Council has 
addressed complaints to the Halifax Corporation of false fire alarm- 
being given by the contact of tramway wires with fire alarm wires. 
It asks for payment of costs arising out of such false alarms. 


Oldham.—Plans and estimates for a new car shed in 
Neville Street, off Middleton Road, have been passed by the Tram- 
ways Committee. It is estimated to hold about 70 cars. Wallshaw 
Street car depot, which is to hold 70 cars, is nearing completion. 
The questions of commencing a parcel cervice on the trams and 
the issuing of contract tickets have also been discussed by the Com- 
mittee, but left over for further information and consideration. 
The general manager of the tramways views with disfavour the 
issuing of contract tickets, and states that there is only about one 
other town using such tickets on its tramways. 


Russia.—The question of converting the horse and 
steam tramways in the city of Odessa into electric lines is at pre- 
gent under consideration. 


Sandwich.—A Joint Committee has reported that it is 
desirable that the suggested light railway from Sandwich Quay by 


way of the Sandhills to the North End of Deal should be recom- 


mended to the two Councils for adoption, and the respective 
Councils be asked to authorise the Committee to engage the services 
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of an expert at a cost not exceeding 50 guineas, to report upon the 
whole subject, this initial expense to be borne by the respective 
Councils in equal shares. The Sandwich T.C. has agreed to this. 


Sheffield. A tramcar accident occurred on March 27th. 
A car containing 34 passengers was standing at the intake terminus, 
which is at the top of a long and severe hill. The driver was for 
the moment absent, aud the conductor, being unaware of this, 
released the brake at the back of the car and allowed it to start. It 
ran down the hill 300 yds, and, acquiring great speed, finally left 
the metals and dashed into the palisading surrounding a monu- 
mental mason's yard. Luckily no one was seriously injured. 


Swindon.—The T.C. intends to apply for sanction to 
borrow £36,000 for electric tramways. | 


West Middlesex.—A conference of representatives of 
local authorities, held on 26th ult. at the Westminster 
Palace Hotel, attended by delegates from Heston, Isleworth, 
Twickenham, Ealing, Acton, Teddington, &c., approved of 
resolutions (а) to oppose the Middlesex County Council's Bill; 
(^) to recommend retention of leading counsel; (c) to form а com- 
mittee ; (d) to call the attention of the L. G. B. and Board of Trade to 
the fact that the Bill proposes an important alteration of the general 
law. | 


Wolverhampton. — Mr. Henry Lea, M.I.C.E., of 
Bennett's Hill, Birmingham, the expert appointed by the Corpora- 
tion to watch the working of the Lorain system of electric traction, 
as demonstrated on the experimental mile, has lately presented his 
report to the Tramways Committee. It is accompanied by diagrams 
showing sectional views of the track itself. Mr. Lea describes 
minutely every section of the system, the boxes, their purpose, and 
the manner in which they are disposed along the track; then he 
passes to an examination of those parts attached to the underside of 

the car truck, after which the working of the magnet skates carried 
on the car is dealt with. These are excited by magnet coils, of 
which there are 12, connected up in series, and arranged as & shunt 
across the 500-volt supply terminale. It is pointed out that the 
resistance of the 12 coils is such that they carry at 500 volts a 
current of 1:9 amperes. The coils are also wound with a 
larger wire, and this carries the current passing through the 
motors, by which means the more current the motors are using 
the more intensely the magnet skates are magnetised, and the 
more forcibly the carbon contacts are held together. The length 
of the magnet skates is about 17 ft., but they are not magnetically 
continuous, each being cut into six separate lengths, and duly 
magnetised by one of the dozen coils mentioned. The skates do 
not touch the street contact plates. It is what is called the collect- 
ing skate which touches the contact plates, picking up the energy 
which drives the car. At this stage Mr. Lea remarks :— 

“The motor and car construction generally being substantially 
common to all systems, I will not refer to it further than to say that 
if & car be fitted with the Lorain skates below, and with an ordinary 
trolley arm above, it can pass from the Lorain system to the trolley 
system, and vice versd.” 

Many details are given as to the carbon contact armatures, and 
Mr. Lea states that experiments were made to show the lifting power 
of the armature. Mr. Lea found that the armature was able to lift 
a weight of 4°64 oz. besides its own weight. The weight of the 
armature itself is 2°75 oz., from which it is deduced that the actual 
lifting effort is 169 per cent. in excess of what is required to just 
support the armature. The excess effort ensures the armature rising 
with the rapidity necessary for making the stud active by the time 
the collecting skate arrives at the stud, or at all events, very shortly 
afterwards. Mr. Lea says:— 

“It is, doubtless, very important in actual working that the 
armature should rise promptly and with certainty, but it is far more 
important that it should fall promptly and with the utmost 
certainty, otherwise the stud will remain alive at 500 volts after the 
car has passed away from the stud. In this connection I regard 
simplicity of construction and absence of friction in working as of 
extreme importance. I therefore call special attention to the fact 
that in the armature box there is only one moving part, and that 
there is no friction. It is true that the iron armature, the copper 
ribbon, the brass mount, and the carbon contact piece comprise 
four pieces, but they are fastened together so as to constitute only 
one moving part. The armature and the bottom carbon contact 
rise and fall slowly under the guidance of the flexible copper 
ribbon, and there is therefore no ifriction between moving and 
stationary parts to cause wear and tear, or to impede the rise and 
fall of the bottom carbon when the magnet skate approaches or 
leaves the stud box. Ithink Iam justified in saying that there is 
not even a remote possibility of the bottom carbon remaining in 
contact with the top carbon after the car has gone by." | 

On the question of leakages to earth, Mr. Lea points out that salt 
should be used as infrequently as possible, as with cars running on 
tracks salted throughout there would be a considerable loss of 
energy. It is stated that the leakage to earth over the whole 
system, whether the cars are running or not, is very slight. The 
mean appears to be about 001 ampere for the length of seven- 
eighths of a mile of the experimental track; pro rata the leakage оп 
11:375 miles would be about 0:13 ampere, which at 500 volte repre- 
sents a constant loss of only 0:87 E. H. P. over the whole system. 

Several short circuits were seen, these being caused by pieces of 
scrap iron which bad fallen from carts passing along Bilston Road. 
'l'he scraps are picked up by the skates, but the interruption caused 
by a "short" amounted to a few seconds only. Had not the car 
lamps gone ont the passengers would probably have been unaware 
of the occurrence. Mr. Lea states that such "shorts" are common 


to all surface contact systems on roads used for similar traffic, and 
they do not appear to be of any practical importance. 

Attention was called to a weak spot in the underground cable—a 
joint—upon the soundness of which depends the exclusion of 
moisture from the cable terminal. He regarded the joint with 
some suspicion. Time only could prove whether the material would 
satisfactorily safeguard the joint. The expert thought it would be 
a great improvement if the Callender troughs did not lie under 
the track concrete at all. | 

He did not think that weather better adapted for the purpose of 
his inspection could have been desired. He saw the track in various 
E hard frost to slushy weather. In conclusion, Mr. 

says :— | 

"I wish it to be distinctly understood that I do not claim to 
have exhaustively investigated the Lorain system, or to be in a 
position to predict its ultimate success or failure. I do not think 
that it is possible for any expert to attain such a position by look- 
ing at the system for something less than 30 days. I have called 
attention to all the points which have presented themselves, and T 
bave already addressed a letter to you stating that I have not been 
able to discover any inherent defects which should prevent the 
Corporation from authorising the contractors to complete the aquip- 
ment of the remaining 11 miles of route, That letter I now con- 
firm, but I consider that the utmost care and most careful observa- 
tion, and the keeping of the fullest possible records during the 
succeeding 12 months’ trial of the system will bé n in order 
that a definite conclusion may be arrived at by the tinie that period 
has elapsed. I regard the period of 12 months as being all too 
short for a complete investigation into the practicability of any 
surface contact system, beset with difficulties as it undoubtedly is." 

Mr. C. E. C. Shawfield, the Corporation electrical engineer, has 
also issued a report on the 30 days’ workiug of the Lorain surface 
contact system. He states :— 

Commercial operation of the experimental line was commenced on Thurs- 
day, February 6th, about noon, a ten minutes’ service being established with 
two cars, and maintained up to the present date. A third car has been run for 
a few hours on Saturdays and Sundays, and at times of heavy traffic. 


The following are the particulars of the car mileage, &0., ran up to 11 p.m. 
Friday, March 7th :— dnd i 


Passengers carried .. £s ә © jas rios . 49,892 
Recei ts.. ee ee. ae ee oe eo oe ee £206 166. 
Car-miles run ee ee ce ce ee ee ee ee 4,298 
Receipts per car-mile 92 s et T . 11494, 
Number of double journeys run .. - "P oe . 2,964 
Number of journeyslost .. as ‘a ae cè . . 110 
Percentage of journeys lost ae ө» " T 44 per cent. 


i ane causes which led to the losing of 110 double journeys may be classified as 
ollows :— 

Fifty-one journeys were lost on Saturday, February 8th, when the rails were 
e . blocked by snow owing to salt not having been used. 

Forty-two journeys were lost owing to the necessity of taking the cars into the 

depót for repairs and adjustments of collecting skates, gearing, brakes, &c. 

Seventeen journeys were lost from various causes, such as defective paving, 

cars being delayed for experiments, heavy fog, &c. 

During the 80 days’ test І have carried out а series of experiments to obtain 
information on the following points: 

The mechanical strength of the boxes and their behaviour when subjected to 

abnormally heavy vehicular traffic. 

Tie capability of the system to meet large demands for power without break. 

own. | 

The effect оп the system of heavy surface leakage. 

The risk of electric shock to pedestrians or horses. 

The tests that I applied were purposely made of an abnormal character, and 
the conditions produced thereby were very much more severe than any that 
could arise in ordinary working, but in no case did the repeated application of 
any test produce any visible effect on the system, or reveal any inherent defect 
therein, : 


The details and results of these teste have already been reported 
to the Committee, but Mr. Shawfield appends a summary of them to 
his report as follows: : 


Trsr or MECHANICAL STRENGTH OF BOXES. 


On Wednesday, January 29th, the 15-ton steam roller was run up and down the 
centre of the track the whole of the afternoon, either one or two wheels being 
constantly ranning over the boxes. Pieces of granite and cubes of iron were 
placed on the granite edges of the boxes, to concentrate the weight of the roller 
thereon, and to ascertain the crushing strength of the granite. The pieces of 
stone were in every case smashed by the roller, and the blocks of iron were 
visibly flattened, but very little d e was done to the boxes, some of them 
being unaffected, and others more or less chipped. 

A similar experiment was made on Friday, February 21st, the 15-ton steam 
roller being run 20 times over & set of 11 boxes in front of the car shed, the 
boxes being carefully measured both before and after the test. All the boxes 
moved more or less, and several of them showed a slight permanent set or 
depression. The wood paving and rails were also visibly depressed by the 
action of the roller. On taking up the paving round one of the boxes, botn the 
concrete itself and the granite box were perfectly sound and undamaged. 

A traction engine, drawing а 28-ton fly-wheel, has also traversed over a portion 
of the track, but without damaging any of the boxes. 


TEST oF Capacity то MEET HEAVY DEMANDS FoR POWER, 


On Friday, January 81st, two cars were coupled together, and one car 
arranged to draw the other as a trailer, the brakes being put hard-on on both 


Two trips were made under these conditions, and the current required by the 
cars varied from 100 to 125 amperes, which is equivalent to from 65 to 81 B. H. p. 

I should consider that this demand for power is very much in excess of any- 
thing that would occur under working conditions. 

A similar test was made on Wednesday, February 19th, but, owing to the 
greasy condition of the rails, it was not possible to get anything like such a 


heavy load. 
TEST FOR BURFACE LEAKAGE. 


Portions of the track in the vicinity of points and crossings were heavily salted 
for three days, and at the time of the test & fresh layer of salt was put down and 
moistened with water. Under these conditions the amount of leakage varied 
from 1 to 10 amperes per car. No noticeable effect was produced on the carbon 
contacts by the breaking of the leakage current. 


Continuing his report, Mr. Shawfield says:— 


Fach box has been tested daily daring the 80 days with a delicate instrument 
to ascertain whether there was any trace of electrical pressure on the top plate 
after the cars had passed over it, but in every case the boxes were found to be 
perfectly dead,“ except in two instances, where а very slight pressure of rather 
less than one volt was discovered, this being dne to the presence of a little 
moisture between the cup and the insulating dope. 

It should be noted that many of the boxes in the Bilston Road were put in 
during the very wet and stormy weather just before Christmas, and some of 
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them were flooded with water before they were sealed up and finished. This 
water was not in all casea properly dried out, and in consequence of this, when 
current waa first awitched on the system seven boxes were found to be alive at 
pressures Moni, Picus 1 to 100 volts. 

Since the line has been completed, however, and open for traffic, no box has 
* acum “alive” sufficiently to communicate any shock to human beings or 
unimals. 

The chief trouble that bas arisen in connection with the operation of the line 
during the 80 days’ trial has been that the cars have frequently lost the current 
at certain places along the Jine, and have been unable to pick it up again until 
pu: hed along for a few feet by hand, or assisted by another car. This trouble 
&r'ses from three sources :— 

Firstly—The extreme unevenness of the paving along tbe track, the setta 
being in some cases higher than the tops of the boxes, and consequently pre- 
venting the collecting skate from making contact therewith. 

Secondly—Certain of the boxes have been set а little too low, and are conse- 
quently missed by the collecting skate. : 

Thirdly—The collecting skate on the car becomes bent and distorted and fails 
to make proper contact throughout its whole length. | 

Another source of trouble that has been experienced, is the rapid wearing 
away of the collecting skates. 

This is almost entirely due to the unevenness of the paving, the granite setts 
coming in contact with the skate, and cutting long strips of metal therefrom. 
I thiok, however, that an improvement could be effected in this direction hy an 
alteration in the design of the skate. Under presént conditions the life ofa 
skate is only between 800 and 400 car miles, and consequently the cost of re- 
newals is rather a serious matter, being something like $d. per car-mile. 

A considerable number of short circuits have occurred every day, caused by 
the pieces of scrap iron which are constantly being dropped on the track. I do 
not, however, regard this as being of any serious importance. 

The atmospherio conditions during the 80 дата’ trial have been severe and 
varied. During the first fortnight there was a Jarge amount of frost and snow, 
and latterly there has been a considerable quantity of rain. Mud and slush 
have been plentiful throughout nearly the whole of the trial. 

Having regard to the fact that I have been unable to discover any inherent 
defect in tha system during the 80 days’ trial, Т am of opinion that the Cor- 
poration are quite justified in instructing the contractors to proceed with the 
equipment of the remainder of the 11:375 miles of single track. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that this report, together with all facts, 
figures or opinions expressed therein relates solely and entirely to what has 
cccurred during the 80 days' trial which has just expired, and is not inter ded 
to deal in any way with the general question of the ultimate success or failure 
of the system. 

Ав I bave previously stated, it is impossible for me to say anything on that 
subject until I have seen the system in regular commercial operation for at 
least a year, and l would add tbat I consider the only practical basis on which 
a definite opinion as to the merita or demerits of the system can be formed, is 
ita abilitv or otherwise to snccess[nlly withstand the heavy traffic of the 

approaching summer, and the frost, snow and mud of the winter 1902-3. 


Woolwich.—The M.B.C. has informed the L. C. C. that 
it is prepared to pay one-third of ап amount of £6,500 needed to 
acquire property to widen Wickham Lane to 50 ft. throughout for 
tramway purposes. The total cost of the widening will be about 
£36,000. 


Wycombe.—A deputation from the Electric Lighting 
Company was recently to wait upon the Electric Light Committee 
of the Corporation on the subject of an electric tramway scheme 
which the company has proposed. 


ELECTROMOBILE NOTES. 


The Ajax Electric Runabout.— Our illustration from 


the Scientific American shows a type of electric motor car character- 
istically American, with a packing case for the battery, mounted 
on а tubular running gear of four wheels, and one motor driving the 


THE AJAX ELECTRIC Runabout. 


live back axle with its two rear wheels through a differential or 
“jack-in-the-box” gear. Simplicity itself, but not elegant, and of very 
doubtful safety and durability. The battery carried on the high 
double elliptical carriage springs makes the whole carriage, to use 
a nautical expression, very tender," in other words, top heavy. 
There are only 12 cells in the ba'tery, and tbe total weight of the 
vehicle with the battery is stated to be about 1,000 lbs. This 


carriage is very similar to the Baker runabout electric car, 
the one that ran 1873 miles on one charge, round and round 
the boulevards of Chicago. The controller used in this car is 
a special adaptation of an old type, with supplemental carbon con- 
tacts for breaking the circuit at the changes, hardly necessary at all 
with only 12 cells. Carbon-breaking contacts are almost entirely 
discarded for motor car controllers in this country. 


Dynamo with Distended Fields,—Messrs. Reid and 
Shepherd have recently patented the use of hinged pole shoes, 
which, they say, under centrifugal action, open or close asthe speed 
of the dynamo is increased or reduced, to give a practically constant 


 E.M.F. at various speeds. The small dynamo they have experi- 


mented with weighs about 11 lbs., and gives an output of approxi- 
mately 4 volts, and 6 io 8 amperes, at speeds from 25 to 1,000 
revolutions per minute. The armature of this dynamo, in ordinary 
use, remains stationary, whilst the fields revolve and carry the 
brushes. For use in petrol motor cars supplying the electric current 
for the sparking ignition in place of accumulators, the inventors 
have devised a special means of revolving the armature by hand in 
the reverse direction to the fields when starting the petrol engine ; 
at that time the fields are only revolving at their slowest speed, and 
are therefore in the closest proximity to the armature. This is an 
interesting departure, but owing to the inefficiency of the moving 
magnetic joint, and the difficulty of adjusting the reaction springs to 
give a constant pressure, there is grave doubt as to whether any 
such centrifugal action would result, except in the case of the 
smallest type of dynamo having pole shoes of small mass and low 
magnetic permeability. 


Motor Car Exhibition, — The Automobile Club's 
exhibition of motor cars is to be held at the Agricultural Hall from 
April 19th to April 26th, and promises to be of very special interest. 
Some hundreds of motor cars will be on show, and the large arena 
will be entirely used for carriages on view, and not, as in former 
exhibitions, as a running ground. The show will therefore be more 
on the lines of the great shows held by the Automobile Club of 
France, in Paris. Meesrs. Cordingly have the business management 
of this exhibition as hitherto, but their connection with the Auto- 
mobile Club's exhibition will probably cease after this show. 
Messrs. Cordingly have given notice of its termination in six 
months, as agreed between themselves and the committee of the 
club. A meeting of manufacturers and sellers of motor cars was 
held at the club on the 20th of last month, at which the question of 
future exhibitions was discussed. Amongst the firms of electric 
motor car manufacturers who attended were the British Electro- 
mobile Company, Limited, the City and Suburban Electrical 
Vehicle Company, Limited, the Electric Motive Force Company, 
Limited, and the National Motor Carriage Syndicate, Limited. It 
was decided to appoint & committee of 24 of the manufacturers' 
representatives to meet the Committee of the Club and settle as to 
future shows. It is to the interests of the Automobile Club to run 
the show for the mutual benefit of the club, of which most of the 
manufacturers are members, and of the trade generally, and thus 
adopt the policy of The Automobile Club of France." 


Electric Kitchen Cars.—The Distributing Kitchens, 
Limited, are inaugurating a service of kitchen cars for distributing - 
cooked and other food in London, and as an electrical vehicle has 
special advantages—no heat, smeil or grease—over other motors, it 
is considered they will be used exclusively for the purposes of the 
company. A light delivery van, weighing complete about 24 cwt., 
will run at eight milesan hour for 30 miles on one charge of energy, 
and is quite easily obtainable, thoroughly reliable and economical 
in use. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES 


Cape to Cairo Telegraph.—The Berlin correspondent 
of the Standard says that according to Mr. Codrington's statement 
during his recent visit to Berlin, the change of the route of the 
German section of the Trans-African Telegraph from Capetown to 
Cairo to run as direct as possible to the south-west corner of Lake 
Victoria, is almost exclusively due to the completion of the 
Mombassa—Uganda Railway. The transport of the material 
necessary for laying the wire,can now be accomplished at a much 
lower cost and much more speedily, as far as Lake Victoria by rail 
and thence to the western shore of the lake by ship, than was 
formerly expected. 


Hastings Telephones,—Mr. Bennett's report has been 
received by the T.C. Telephone Committee. 1,5 0 lines are proposed 
and a capital outlay of £19,000. The suggested tariffs are £5 15». 
per annum for unliinited service, or £3 108 per annum with a toll 
of 1d. per call. The report recommends the Corporation to apply 
for a license, and concludes :—“ With the advantages of unlimited 
underground construction, metallic circuits, modern instruments, 
апа ready-made wayleave facilities, which would lie with the Cor- 
poration, doubt as to the thorough success of the undertaking cannot 
be reasonably entertained. The application of the tariffs I have 
proposed would certainly result in a substautial yearly profit, which 
could either be devoted to relieving the rates, or to a further 
reduction in telephone charges. 


Расійс Cable,—The Postmaster-General of New Zealand 
telegraphed to Mr. Chamberlain on March 26th, notifying the 
completion of the first section of the Pacific cable, connecting New 
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Z.esland with Norfolk Island and Australia. The Postmaster 
said :—“ I send you the first message, and hope by the end of the 
vear to have the satisfaction of cabling you via Vancouver." Mr. 
Chamberlain, in reply, telegraphed to the Governor, the Earl of 
Ranfurly, expressing thanks and appreciation for the “honour of 
receiving first message sent over Australasian section," and sharing 
the “hope for speedy completion of project of such importance 
and significance to whole Empire." 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
Latakia-Cyprus ae ee ee ee ee ee June 90, 1899 [E . ee 
Alexandria-Laruaca .. ec à Jan. 19, 1902 ., 


Assab-Massowah č: $e we - .. March 17, 1902.. 

Perim-Obock ee ee * „ oe ee Фо Feb. 26, 1908 ee ee 
Cavenne-Pinheiro se 55 ave . March 8, 1903 ,, T 
Colon-Jamaica .. ee 
Zanzibar-Mombassa .. 

LANDLINES:— 

* Via Hanekin “ on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 94, 1900 .. ee 
Communication with Baranquilia and Cartagena Dec. 4, 19000 oe 
Guanta-Barcelona 855 us те ЕА . March 17, 1902.. ee 
Berlin-Versovic .. .. March 3l, 1904 .. on 


Telegraphists for Afriea.— The Daily Mail says that 
situations are offered by the Director of Military Telegraphs at 
Pretoria to men employed in the telegraph department of the Post 
Office who are willing to take service iu the Transvaal. Candidates 
must be over 18 and under 25 years of age, unmarried, and prepared 
to sign an agreement to remain in the Colony for two years. They 
must join in all cases in the second class at C200 a year, rising by 
annual increments of £15to £305. If promoted to the first clase they 
will be paid £320 a year, rising by £20 yearly to £420. Service in 
the British Post Oftice will couut towards their pensions. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—The 77,/»s Berlin correspondent 
saysthat the question of wireless telegraphy has been receiving the 
serious attention of the German Goverument. It is said that the 
Imperial authorities have already discussed the matter, and a scheme 
із under consideration in accordance with which the chief commercial 
nations, especially England, France, ана the United States, will be 
invited to send representatives to an international congresa, the 
object of which will be to arrive at an agreement forbiddin: the 
establishment of any monopoly in wireless telegraphy on the high 
seas. This step, it is stated, is the direct cousequence of the 
refusal of the Marconi station on the Nantucket lightship to enter 
into communication with the Deutschland during its homeward 
journey with Prince Henry of Prussia on board. 

A London evening paper reports Mr. Marconi as saying that the 
Slaby-Arco system of wireless telegraphy infringes his patents, and 
declaring that he would appeal to the Courts in Germany, but for 
fears of the partiality of German judges. He asserts that he will 
prevent the establishment of any Slaby-Arco stations on British or 
American territory. 

The Morniny Post says that the Wa-hington Administration ha- 
viven no detinite reply to the German proposal, but the President 
has directed General Greely. the chief of the Army Telegraph 
Bureau, то investigate the matter and report thereon. 

A later statement says that "The company workiog the Braun 
sytem of wireless telegraphy is reported to have brought an action 
against the Slaby-Arco company for alleged iufringement of patent 
rights, and to be claiming that both the Slaby aud Marconi systems 
have copied their closed circuit oscillation methods. Mr. Marconi 
is said to have replied to this that his system was perfected four 
years before the Braun system." 

It is also reported that Mr. Marconi has applied to the Soudan 
Government for permission to introduce his system of wireless 
telegraphy in the Soudan. 

Prof. Slaby denies the statement that he based his wireless tele- 
graphy system on any inspection of Mr. Marconi's experimenta, 
which at the time of the inspection were incomplete. 

Dalziel’s Tunis representative says that the arrival there of the 
French flagship St. Louis and the de~troyer Dunois has resulted in 
the discovery of a private wireless telegraphic apparatus belonging 
to а resident. The two ships endeavoured to communicate with 
the «hore authorities, but their messaves were intercepted by the 
instruments of the gentleman in question, who subsequently made 
himself known, and declared that he had fitted up the apparatus 
with the object of attempting to surprise the messages exctanged 
between foreign men-of-war, and particularly the British. 


. March 13, 1902 Е 
. March 13, 1902.. А 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 
Barcelona.— April 7th. The Port and Docks Board of 


Barcelona wiil on this date consider tenders for supply and instal- 
lation of machinery, geared hy electricity for the loading and un- 
loading of merchandise, aud the establishment of the necessary 
c nduita, as well as the installation of electric light. 


| Bermondsey.—April 14th. Arc lamp carbons, meters, 
- oils, incandescent lamps, cables, meter-boards and stores for the 
electricity and destructor works. See Official Notices” March 
23th. 


Bexley.— April 21st and 28th. Tram rails, fishplates, &c., 
also engines, alternators, and dynamos, for the U.D.C. See 
“ Official Notices" March 28th. 


Boltou.—April 10th. Materials and stores for the 
Electricity Department. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


ГА 
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Brighton.—^April 14th. High-rate discharge battery, 
reversing booster and switcbgear, for the electricity department. 
See “ Official Notices " this week. 


Bristel,—April 7th. The Electrical Committee wants 
tenders for a 210-kw. dynamo (for immediate delivery). Particulars 
may be obtained from Mr. H. Faraday Proctor, City Electrical 
Engineer. 


Burton-on-Trent. — April 22nd. The Corporation 
wants tenders for the construction of about 57 miles of route, single 
line with passing places; consulting engineers, Messrs. Kincaid, 
Waller & Manville. 

Devonport.—April 16th. Permanent way, bonding, 
&c., for over three miles of track for the Corporation. fee 
“ Official Notices" March 14th. 


Dundee.— April 14th. Motor equipments and bogies 
fur single deckers, See Official Notices” to-day. 


Imudee.— April 24th. Triple-expansion 
750-Kw. dynamo for the electricity department. 
Notices " to-day. 

Falkirk.—April 12th. Three 100-Kw. steam dynamos 


(vertical enclosed high speed engines) for the electricity scheme. 
See “ Official Notices March 28th. 


Glasgow.—April 7th. · The Parish Council’ wants ten- 
Specification, &c., on application to the 
engineer, Mr. W. Arnot, 79, West Regent Street, Glasgow (deposit 
one guinea). 


Glasgow.—April 21st. Concentric and single main 
cables for electricity department. See “Official Notices ” to-day. 


Hack ney.— April 9th. Three water-tube boilers, water 
softener, &c., for the electricity works. See ‘Official Notices” 
February 28th. 


Haliiax.— The Electricity Committee have this, week 
decided to invite tenders for additional plant required for next 
winter. The estimate prepared by the Committee is as follows :— 
Two boilers, 3,200 ft. heating surface, £1,500; two superheaters, 
£220; two chain grate stokers, £320; steam pipes, £160; two 200- 
KW. rotary converters, £2,000; seven 75-Kw. transformers £1,115 ; 
one high-pressure switchboard, £350 ; one low-pressure ditto, £225 ; 
cable, £100; contingencies, £275 ; total, £6,275. 


Italy.—April 8th. Tenders are being invited until 
April 8th by the municipal authorities of Maddaloni (province of 
Caserta) for the establishment of a central electric lighting station 
in the town. 


London.—April 17th. 
electric lighting of Scotland Yard Fire Station. 
Notices " to-day. 

London.—April 22ud. The L. C. C. wants tenders for 
48 miles of extra-high- pressure three-core lead-covered paper- 
insulated cables; 87 miles of low-pressure single ditto; and 14 
miles dry core telephone cable for the tramways. See “Official 
Notices ” to-day. 


London. —April 23rd. High and low-pressure switch- 
boards at the Grove Road generating station of the Central Electric 
Supply Company. See “ Official Notices” March 28th. 


Maidenhead.—April 4th. 
are wanted by the E.L. Committee. 
2196. 


Manchester.—April 10th. Coal and ash conveyors for 
the electricity department. See Official Notices March 28th. 


Manstield.—May let. Pipework, valves and tanks for 
the electricity works. See ‘ Official Notices " to-day. 


Oldham.—April 9th. 
car depót at Wallshaw for the Corporation. 


March 28th. 


Penang.— April 28th. Boilers, condenser, pumps, pipes, 
steam dynamos and balancer booster, switchboards, batteries, cables, 
junction boxes, arc aud glow limps, posts and accessories, for the 
commissioners of George Town. See our Official Notices March 
14th. Í 


Rathmines.—April 24th. —300-Kw. steam dynamo, 
switchboard and mains. See “ Official Notices” March 21st. 


Rochdale, — April Stb. Free or assisted“ wiring 
proposals are wanted by the Corporation. See Official Notices“ 
March 28th. | 

Rotherham.—April 23rd. — Rolling stock, overhead 
work, and permanent way, for Corporation electric tramways. See 
„Official Notices March 28th. 


Sonthampton.—April 5th. Boilers, mains, conduits, 
economiser, crane, and machine tools for the Electricity Department. 
See “ Official Notices" March 21st. 


Southend.—April 8th. Balancer, 
generator, and battery switches for the Corporation. 
Notices " to-day. 


engine and 
See Official 


The L. C. C. wants tenders for the 
See “Official 


* Easy wiring" proposals 
See “ Official Notices" March 


Electrical equipment of the new 
See “ Official Notices 


boosters, motor- 
See Official 
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Spain.—April 15th. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders until April 15th, for the 
supply of 30,000 zinc cylinders for telegraph purposes. Particulars 
may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direccion 
General de Correos y Telegrafos, 10, Carretas, Madrid. 

Spain.—April 20th: The B. of T. Journal last week 
contained notice of a call for tenders to take over and work the 
electric light installation of the town of Irin, which was unsuccess- 
fully offered some months ago. Particulars at the B. of T. Offices. 

Swindon.—April 28rd. Feeder and distributing cables, 
conduits &c., for electric lighting. See Official Notices" to-day. 

Sydney.—May 7th. Messrs. Preece & Cardew, on behalf 
of the Munjcipal Council, invite tenders for equipment of electricity 
works and sub- stations. Water-tube boilers, three-phase steam 
alternators, battery, motor- generators, stationary transformers, 
switchboards, &c. See “Official Notices” March 21st. 

Trowbridge.—April 30th. The U.D.C. is open to 


receive applications for a lease of its electric lighting powers. 


Warrington.— April 9th. Steel rails and permanent 
way work, also overhead equipment for Corporation tramways. 
See Official Notices March 14th. 


West Hartlepool.— Арг] 30th. 200 to 250-kw. 
engine and dynamo for the electricity works extensions. See 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 


^ 


CLOSED. 


Aldershot.—The T.C. has accepted the schedules of 
Messrs. Venner & Co., for the supply of electrical meters, of the 
Reason Manufacturing Company for maximum demand indicators, 
and the Rochdale Electric Company for prepayment meters. The 
committee only proposes at present to spend about £440. 


Barking.—The following tenders have been accepted by 
the Council for extensions to the Barking Electricity Works ; 
engineer and manager, Mr. A. Hugh Seabrook :— 


250- Kw. steam dynamo (119 tenders) Messrs. Allen, with 


Siemens dynamo.. A 2 is i T T a ‚000 
Switchboard extensions (11 tenders) Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Со. 840 
Water meters (8 tenders) Messrs. Glenfield & Kennedy 62 
Economiser, Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Limited.. = ©. 287 


The Council have applied to the L.G.B. for sanction to the 
borrowing of £7,570 for electricity works extensions as per engineer's 
estimate, as follows :— | 


Buildings 53 S m T РЕ T. m T va 2815 
Generating plant .. vt Es ES n và ox EN 4,712 
Distributing „, € zi T “% s ae ei ON 2,455 
Loan cost, &c. "t T A" e oe oe s id 28 


Making .. .. £7,670 


Barnstaple Tenders.—In reference to the Barnstaple 
tenders which appeared on p. 478 of our March 21st issue, Messrs. 
Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Limited, write pointing 
out that their price was for combined sets including balancing 
apparatus, centrifugal pump, boosters, spare armature and oil 
filters, and not simply for dynamos as stated. 


Llandudno.—The D.C. has accepted the tender of 


Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, for £1,964, for two boilers and steam 


pipes. 

Manchester.—The Manchester Evening News mentions 
that the British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited, Head 
Office and Works, Rugby, have obtained the contract for 205 elec- 
trical equipments for the cars of the Manchester Corporation 
Tramways.” This is, we believe, the largest contract for tramway 
equipments given at one time by any Corporation in the United 
Kingdom. The 205 equipments represent 410 electrical motors 
which are to be of the well-known British Thomson-Houston 
Company’s G.E. 52 and 54 type, the controllers being of the same 
company’s B. 3 type. We understand that there was severe com- 
petition for this contract. - 


Southend.—The British Power and Traction Company 
is to supply accumulators for the Corporation electric lighting 
works at £1,511. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Monday, April 7th.—At 5 p.m. Royal Institution. General 
monthly meeting. 

Tuesday, April 8th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Meeti! ge Paper to be further discussed :—'' Sub- 
aqueous Tunnelling through the Thames gravel: Baker 
Street and Waterloo Railway,” by A. H. Haigh. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow 
Section) Meeting at the Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders in Scotland, 207, Bath Street. Paper 
on Notes on the Testing of Tramway Motors, and an 
Investigation into tbeir Characteristics," by M. B. 
Field. 


Wednesday, April 9tb.—At 2.30 p.m. Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Students’ visit to Messrs. Doulton & Co.'s 
works, Lambeth. 

Thursday, April 10th.—At 8.0 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engi- 

. neers. Meeting at the Institution of Civil Engineers. 
"Problems of Electric Railways," by J. Swinburne 
and W. R. Cooper. Discussion. 

Friday, April 11th.—4At 8 p.m. Electro-Harmonic Society. Smok- 
ing Concert (last of the season) See Notes 
columns. 

Wednesday, April 29rd.—At 8 p.m. Inttitution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Special meeting. Tenth “James Forrest ” 
lecture, by Sir William C. Roberts-Austen, on “ Metal- 
lurgy in Relation to Engineering.” 


NOTES. 


The Lightning Research Committee.— This Com- 
mittee, which was organised in January, 1901, for the purpose of 
obtaining accurate records of the action of lightning strokes on 
buildings, with a view to improving if possible the means of pro- 
tection, has enlisted the services of over 200 competent observers in 
the United Kingdom and a considerable number abroad. The 
heavy thunderstorms of last year afforded observers numerous 
opportunities of investigating and recording, upon lines laid down 
by the Committee, the damage caused by lightning to buildings 
within their area of observation. The net result so far is a series 
of some 70 or more trustworthy records made by persons on the 
spot and as nearly as possible at the time of occurrence. Supple- 
mented as they in many cases are by information on points pertinent 
to the inquiry, these records furnish promising material for the 
Committee to work upon when sufficient data bave been collected 
to enable them to formulate their conclusions. Particularly 
interesting and helpful are the photographs, plans, and sketches 
which illustrate some of the records. Photographs are often found 
to reveal conditions which verbal description fails to represent, or 
which would pass unnoticed except by the expert. The Committce 
therefore make a point of getting photographs immediately 
after the occurrence of a disaster in cases of import- 
ance. Out of 60 cases tabulated by the Committee 
up to the end of December, 1901, no fewer than 12 relate to 
buildings fitted with some form of lightning conductor. As regards 
the system recommended by the Lightning Rod Conference of 1882, 
data to hand are not at present complete enough to afford a 
practical test of its efficacy. The recently issned report, however, 
of H.M. Inspectors of Explosives goes to show that the system has 
been found wanting, and that there is ample justification for the 
present inquiry. Commenting upon recent accidents caused by 
lightning to the factories of the Nobel Explosives Company at 
Krummel and Hamm, Germany, the Inspectors state that ' these 
accidents have done much to confirm a feeling of distrust which has 
for some time been growing in our minds as to the absoluteness of 
the protection afforded by conductors erected in accordance with 
specifications laid down by the Lightning Rod Conference of 1882; 
and they go far to confirm on a large scale the interesting and 
instructive laboratory experiments of Dr. Oliver Lodge.” 


Motor Speed Trials.—A large number of members of 
the Automobile Club renewed their acquaintance with the county 
of Norfolk during the Easter holidays by a tourto Cromer. By 
permission of Lord Svffield, some speed trials took place on Satur- 
day in Gunton Park before a large and fashionable gathering. 
There were between 50 and 60 motor cars and motor cycles of 
almost every description in the park, but only 20 motorists tok 
part in the trials. The course, along a road in the park, was marked 
off for a flying kilometre and a flying mile, with several sharp 
corners and inclines. The actual speed results will not be made 
public until the Whiteun outing of the club, but it was ascertained 
that the more powerful motors attained as high as 60 miles an hour. 
Mr. S. Е. Edge's 50-н.р. Napier did the higbest speed. Among the 
visitors were Mr. R. Wallace, chairman of the club, with a Motor 
Manufacturing Company's car. The Panhard type was represented 
by Mr. Harvey du Cros on а 16-H.P.; Mr. J. E. Hutton, 10 H..; 
Mr. E. de Wilton, 7 н.р.; Mr. R. Bird, with a 24-H. . Morse, and 
Mr. Graham White, 10-8 P. Morse; Mr. W. D. Astell and Mr. C. I.. 
Freestone each with a New Orleans; Mr. J. A. Holder on a high 
power Lanchester; Mr. G. H. Burford, 24-н.р. Milnes. In addition 
there were two Meisse steam cars, the only two of their kind in the 
United Kingdom. The smaller of these did 1 mile in 2 minutes 
5 seconds. 


Battersea Polytechnic.—A conversazione was held in 
the engineering department on Saturday, March 22nd, to mark the 
opening of new engineering rooms, and in connection with the 
Polytechnic Engineering Society. A recent extension of the 
building bas given new laboratories for mechanical and electrical 
engineering and more drawing office and workshop accommodation. 
During the evening a meeting was held, when Sir Alexander Binnie 
formally declared the rooms open and spoke of the value cf 
technical training to the young engineer. Among those who also 
took part in the meeting were Mr. Charles Hawksley, the President 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers; Sir John Jackson, the Presi- 
dent of the Institution of Junior Engineers; Prof. Unwin, F.R.S. ; 
Dr. Garnett, secretary of the Technical Board ; and Principal Wells. 
The expense of the building and equipment has been met by grants 
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from the Technical Education Board of the London County Council. 
The conversazione was very largely attended, and included an 
interesting exhibition of engineering machine tools and other 
apparatus lent by different makers, and a good collection of models 
lent by the Society of Model Engineers, the Electrical Company, 
Limited, Messrs. B. J. Hall & Co., the Daimler Motor Company, the 
International Pneumatic Tool Company, Limited, Messrs. С. A. 


Parsons & Co., engineers, Mr. W. Н. Harling, Messrs. Smith aud 


Stevens, Prof. W. E. Dalby, M.A., Messrs. Charles Nurse i& Co., 
Messrs. Charles Churchill & Co. 


The Erith Engine.— We have received a сору of a 
report by Prof. Ewing on tests made by him on a steam engine at 
Messrs. Easton & Co.’s works at Erith. The engine was only small, 
of triple expansion type, running at 400 revolutions per minute. 
It has tbree cranks, and two cylinders over each crank, or six 
cylinders in all. Steam first enters one of the upper cylinders, 
passes to the other two upper cylinders, which act as intermediates, 
and finally to the three low pressure bottom cylinders. All the top 
cylinders are 12 in. diameter, and the lower cylinders are 16 in. 
diameter; the stroke of all is 8 in. The cylinder ratios are thus 
about 1:2: 5:3. The steam valves are of piston type, in three 
lines, with a cut-off valve to the H.P. cylinder, automatically con- 
trolled from a shaft governor. Positive oil-pump lubrication is pro- 
vided in enclosed casing to crosshead, pin, and shaft bearings. 
The engine is double acting, and was run with a surface condenser 
and air pump, which required 44 ку. to drive it. The special point 
was the high superheat on the Schmidt system. The superheater 
was in the boiler flue. Close to the engine the temperature ranged 
from 350° C. up to 380° O., or from 662° to 716° F., with a pressure 
of 130 lbs. per sq. in., the saturation temperature being 356° F., so that 
the superheat ranged up to 360° F. Of this about 115° to 120° was 
given up to the low pressure steam in the receiver, and the highest 
temperature that reached the high pressure cylinder was only 600°. 
Four trials were made at 41:2, 67:3, 104 and 140°2 Kw. output, 
and showed а steam consumption per kw.-bour of 24:4, 20 3, 18:5 
and 18 3 lbs., the stop valve temperatures being 666°, 694°, 700° and 
709° F., and steam entering the Н.Р. cylinder at 559°, 5€8°, 581° 
and 601°. Steam left the Т.Р. cylinder at 245°, 250°, 263° and 286°, 
but was heated up before entering the L.P. cylinders to 345^, 363°, 
380° and 397°, or very considerably superheated. In fact, at no 
point was steam wet or not superheated, but we should like to have 
had the tempcrature of the final exhaust. In no case was the 
vacuum во high as 24 in., and from 140 to 104 gw. the steam con- 
sumption was practically identical, and not above 18} lbs., which 
probably represents not more than 114 lbs. per r.H.P.-hour, a suffi- 
ciently good result. The overall efficiency appeared to he 83 per cent. 
at maximum load. "The results show what can be expected from the 
jadicious application of superheated steam, whereby alone the mis- 
chievous action of the interior cylinder surfaces can be successfully 
combatted. The employment of the receiver as a moderator of the 
high intensity of superheat and its transfer to the L.P. steam 
seems to us rather happy. Even at 41˙2 Kw. output, the steam 
consumption was only 24:4 lbs. per hour, or about 33 per cent. above 
the full load consumptien ; but at only 10 xw., or one-fourteenth of 
full load, the consumption тап up to 66:3 lbe., but the initial super- 
. heat was only to 563° in that case. Considering that the boiler 

pressure was only 130 lbs, the results are very роса throughout, 
and we would emphasise the fact that the steam consumption 
remained low over so wide a range of power because it is so very 
largely due to cylinder condensation that bad results are 
obtained from underloaded engines. In electrical traction work 
especially there is always so much low power running that the 
advantages of superheating should be carefully studied by all 
engineers who wish to secure economy. ` 


Personal.— Mr. J. McMahon, chief engineer to the 
Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad Company, was last week pre- 
sented by the employ és of the company with a handsome tea service 
as a wedding gift. < 

It is announced that the Postmaster-General has appointed Mr. 
J. Gavey, member of the Institution of Civil Engineers, to be 
engineer-in-chief of the Post Office onthe approacbing retirement of 
Mr. J. Hookey. We tender to Mr. Gavey our hearty congratulations. 
It is appropriate to remark in connection with Mr. (iavey's pro- 
motion, that he has seen something like 42 years’ active service in 
the telegraphic system of the kingdom. Не wastaken over by the 
State from the old company at the time of the purcbase in 1870. 
He bas invented and introduced important apparatus for use in 
_ telegraphy and telephony during his lengthy practical experience, 
and the work which devolved upon him a few years ago when the 
Post Office took over the trunk telephone lines, and carried out the 
extension of the system, as well as the laying out of the London 
Post Office system just opened, has been great both in volume and 
value. If ever any man were qualified, from every point of view, 
for a particular position, Mr. John Gavey is so for the office of 
engineer-in-chief for the Postal Telegraphic and Telepbonic services 
of the United Kingdom. In additicn to his many excellent qualifi- 
cations as a practical electrical engineer, Mr. Gavey is possessed of 
other sterling personal qualities, which eminently fit him for so 
prominent a post, and go such a long way toward ensuring the 
smootb, efficient, and generaily satisfactory working of such a 
department of the public service. 

Mr. J. M. Carr, who for 84 years has been associated with the 
electrical department of Messrs. Wylie & Lockhead, Limited, cf 
Glasgow, as manager, bas been appointed Scottish representative cf 
the Samuel Barnes Electric Company, of London. On March 28th 
he was presented with a silver tea service by his old friends. Mr. 
Carr's address will be 19, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, 


We learn that the Board of the Amazon Telegraph Company has 
appointed Mr. Edward Stallibrass, A.M.I.C.E.,its general manager 
and engineer in Brazil. We have had the pleasure of knowing Mr. 
Stallibrass (or many years, and we consider that the company is to 
be congratulated on having engaged a gentleman of such sterlir: 
worth and ability. 


The Cork Exhibition.—The Times correspondent at 
Cork says that it is not expected that the Cork Interna'ional 
Exhibition will be nearly completed on May 1st, the date fixed fur 
the opening ceremony. The workmen are mainly responsible for 
this; and latterly a number of strikes among them have only been 
averted by conceding to them every demand made, no matter how 
absurd. Foreign exhibitors, too, are already wishing they had nct 
come to Cork, owing to the treatment they have received from local 
mechanics, who refuse to permit them to fix up their stalls, saw 
wood, drive nails, or do any other such trifling work, on the ground 
that they are not skilled workmen. In some instances notices of 
legal proceedings have been served upon the executive committee by 
these exhibitors, who have been subjected to insult and even 
physical violence. 


Serious Accident to * Meteor."—When the above 
announcement on the poster of that glorious orb of day, edited by 
Dan Leno and Herbert Campbell, caught our observant optic, our 
editorial heart sank within us. Could it be that the friend of our 
youth, the Meteor" we love, had become a victim to Mr. Trotter's 
wiles? We had all along feared a shock of this kind; and 
investing that modest coin of the realm which purchases the central 
body of the solar system, we prepared ourselves for the worst. 
Happily our fears were unfounded. The mishap had occurred to 
the German Emperor's yacht, not to our very own “ Meteor," and 
we breathed again. 


A Water Company and Electrical Competition.— 
A point of some interest to the electrical industry arose in the 
course of an arbitration which came to a close in London 
recently, for the purpose of determining the price which is to 
be paid by the Airdrie, Coatbridge and District Water Trustees for 
the undertaking of the local water company. The company claimed 
over half a million sterling, whilst the water trustees sought to 
obtain the concern for about £320,000. Amongst several considerations 
urged by the proposed purchasers, in depreciation of the value of 
the undertaking, was the contention that tbe advent of electrical 
energy into the district, under the Clyde Valley Electric Supply 
Act of last vear, would tend to greatly diminish the demand for 
water for trade purposes in a locality that was primarily and essen- 
tially a manufacturing one, and would so reduce the revenue of the 
water concern. Mr. James Watson, water engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Bradford, said that at one time there were in that city from 
140 to 150 “lifts” and ''jiggers" used for raising timber by 
hydraulic power, but that in consequence of the Electricity Depart- 
ment having “collared” this trade by substituting electric for 
hydraulic energy, the water authority had been dockd 
of over £2,500 of this branch of their water revenue. 
Electric motors were also being fitted to much of the 
machinery hitherto driven by steam in Bradford engineering 
shops, and as a result the receipts of the water authority 
would be still further reduced. The whole trend of the times, Le 
added, was to substitute electric motors for «team-driven machinery, 
and correspondingly to diminish the trade demand for water. Mr. 
Robertson, of the firm of Strain & Robertson, electrical engineers 
to the promoters of the Clyde Valley scheme, gave some details as 
to the scope of the undertaking, and as to the intentions of the com- 
pany which last year's Act incorporated. The district here in ques- 
ion was, he said, within the company's area of supply, and one сї 
their generating stations would be within six miles of Airdrie aud 
Coatbridge. They had surveyed the sites for their stations, they 
had issued the сопізасісгг’ specification, and they expected the 
tenders would be in in the course of the following week. They bad 
not yet taken any steps forthe raising of capital, as their first object 


. was to obtain definite information asto the amount necestary ; aud, 


moreover, tbe promoters were such a strong body, consisting for the 
most part of owners of large works in the district, that they had nut 
decided whether they should not raise the capital from among 
themselves without going to the public at all. The district was one 
which lent itself peculiarly to the utilisation of electrical energy, 
and when their works were established they looked forward to 
giving a large supply. The inevitable result would һе to 
materially diminish the demand for water for steam-raising 


purposes. 


The Production of Aluminium.— Messrs. Haber and 
Geipert have recently published an account of some experiments on 
the Héroult- Hall process of winning aluminium. As a furnace, they 
employed a block of artificial carbon hollowed out and standing on 
& copper plate, which was connected with the source of current. 
The anode was a carbon rod. Finding that natural cryolite gave 
less satisfactory results, they prepared an artificial solvent composed 
of 96 3 per cent. of aluminium fluoride and 3:4 per cent. of sodium 
fluoride; and for their alumina they used a very pure material 
testing alumina, 99 рег cent.; silica, 0'18 per cent.; ferric oxide, 
0:035 per cent.; and sodium oxide, 0:5 prr cent. The mixture was 
fused by means of an arc, and then electrolysis was continued with 
a current of 300 to 400 amperes at 7 to 10 volts, the сиг ent density 
being З amperes per sq. cm. The process went on very smoothly, 
further quantities of alumina, and also of cryolite, being added at. 
intervals. Provided sufficient amounts of alumina were present, the 
voltage kept low; but it was necessary to avoid having an excess of 
aluminium oxide, as otherwise tbe density of the bath rose to such 
an extent that the reduced aluminium did not sink properly to the 
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bottom of the cell. After a few hours’ working, some 200 to 250 
grammes of aluminium were recovered from 2 or 3 kilos. of charge, 
the yield being 54 per cent. of the theoretical. The losses by 
volatilisation, spitting, &c., were under 11 per cent. The best pro- 
portions for the electrolyte were found to be equal parts by weight 
of sodium fluoride, aluminium fluoride, and alumina. The metal 
won was very pure, containing 0°05 per cent. of carbon, 0:034 per 
cent. of silicon, and traces of iron and sodium. Its mechanical 
tests agreed with those of pure aluminium. 


Our Decayed Canals.—We are, and long have been, in 
complete sympathy with tbe objects advanced by Mr. Cawley in his 
pamphlet on the future of British canals, in which he has reprinted 
certain letters written by him to the Manchester Guardian. The 
decadence of our canals is due entirely to their being practically 
owned and wholly controlled by the railway interest, which decided 
years ago to kill all canal opposition, and has done so, and does not, 
to use Mr. Cawley's words, hesitate to insult the intelligence of 
business men by quoting 20s. per ton for conveying, on the Shrop- 
sbire Union Canal, hardware to Liverpool, a distance of 85 miles, 
. whereas salt is carried the 35 miles from Northwich to Liverpool on 
a free waterway for 1s. 4d. per ton. So much for the policy of 
railway control. Though the Manchester Ship Canal has not yet 
become а commercial success, it bas been a magnificent investment 
for Lancashire and Manchester ; that city, actually decadent forsome 
years onward from 1877, bas taken a new lease of prosperity, very 
largely owing to the Ship Canal. Mr. Cawley calls for a Royal 
Commission to investigate the whole matter. He thinks Royal 
Commissions are better than they once were. Something thould, 
atany rate, be done. Our railways are badly managed to begin with. 
No attention is given to the welfare of the country, while every- 
thing is done to aid the foreign importer by preferential rates 
in his favour. The railways have, in fact, always aimed 
rather to pay dividends by squeezing the utmost possible out of the 
public Њап by improving facilities and developing trade, and they 
bave sought to secure these ends by choking the canals. Much 
good might be done with the canals were they cared for. А very 
small expenditure at one or two points would vastly increase their 
utility. Power traction has scarcely been attempted, though where 
it has, as un the Leeds and Liverpool, it bas, we believe, proved a 
success. But there can be no success of a real kind where rates are 
as high as on the rails. Is it not a fact that the canals are used by 
the railway companies at a profit of even hundreds per cent., goods 
going by canal that pay the very heaviest railway charges? The 
canals ought to be free and independent. Carriage by canal is 
cheap. Electricity in France affords a means of canal traction that 
has Leen largely employed, and there is no resson why the same 
should not be the case here. Winter is so usually mild that were 
traffic properly fostered there would be no real stoppage due to ice, 
which can be dealt with in all English winters. Even after allallow- 
ance is made for short haul aud proper terminal charges our railway 
rates are very excessive. This is simply because there is no competi- 
tion, and railways have not беёр put on their mettle to find improved 
methods of carrying on business. It is curiously characteristic of 
railway policy that whilethey can always effect combinations having 
for their object the further charging of the public, one never finds 
& combination to help public business, Canals have not been 
neglected on the Continent of Europe, where they help to keep 
down railway expenses, and even in America where railways carry 
goods cheaply, the canals seem to live and to be necessary, despite 
America’s winter climate, which is enough to stop canal traffic. 
Only in England have canals ceased to exist as & public aid, and 
this solely because of the alligator jaws of the railways which have 
gripped them. Free the canals, and others would be built. So 
much was expected of railways at one time that it is amusing to 
read their history ; the railways were to cheapen carriage and so on. 
Too often they charge more than the old road wagons of 70 years 
ngo, and some of our South country lines are certainly as slow ав the 
old express boats on the canals. 


Electric Power for Cotton Mill Driving.—As an 
example of what a technical writer should avoid, we may name an 
article by опе W. B. Smith Whaley, in Cassier's Magazine, on“ Elec- 
tric Power in American Mills" Iu one place we are told that a 
mill of 10,000 spindles was once considered large in the Southern 
States, but now factories are as large as 30,000 or 40, 00 spindles. 
Then we are shown a picture of a very large factory that must 
surely hold many more than this number of spindles, aud are told it 
has a power plant of 0,000 H.P., which, of course, would drive 
about 300,000 spindles; later, after wondering how so much 
power can possibly be required, we are told that the 6,000 H.P. also 
serves two other cotton factories, a tramway, and some lighting. 
Presuming that one-third the plant is idle, the power is still large 
even for three factories aud a tramway. The article is simply a 
piece of special pleading for the electrical driving of cutton mills, by 
a man who claims to have been peculiarly and largely identified with 
the subject, yet not a single figure of any value to an enyiucer is 
afforded throughout the article. Mere unscaled block plaus of 
mills driven are useless. We all know that mills a mile square 
can be driven if necessary. What we want to know are the 
total powers installed per 1,060 spindles, the arrangement of motors 
singly or on the group system, the sort of motor employed, the 
voltage, and so on. All we are really shown are two enclosed 
motors bolted to the ceiling, but uot a single useful tigure. We аге 
prying, it may be, into the author's special knowledge ? If this be so, 
we reply that the author's article should not appear in the pages of 
a technical magazine, but in some corner of a Saturday paper. The 
electrical driving of a cotton factory is, undoubtedly, likely to be 
an economy where there is water power available. It may even 


pay where steam power must be installed to produce the electricity, 
but of that 1n the Olympia mills referred to, there is no information, 
especially as the plant cells power to other users. All we are told 
is that there is a saving in friction of 20 per cent , and that the out- 
put i8 4 per cent. greater from the machinery because of steadier 
turning than that given by belts or ropes. This latter statement is 
a little doubtful. It is easy to detect unsteady turning by the ear 
alone and the hum of the spindles, and the note in a well-driven 
cotton factory in England is uniform. Electrical driving of cotton 
mills of large size will be a difficult matter to cope with as regards 
coal-generated electricity. An electric drive, as illustrated in 
the article before us, does nothing to improve the appear- 
ance of a factory, now rope driven, for it simply adds the motor and 
removes nothing from sight to compensate for the addition. It 
would be different where every machine had ita own motor, and we 
have seen rooms in Lancashire factories belt-driven from below in 
which, of course, not & belt was visible. We raise these various 
points because we think broad statements without any supporting 
statistics are detrimental to the cause advocated ; opponents scoff 
at them. 


Electro-Harmonie Society.— The final smoking concert 
of the season will be held at the St. James's Hall Restaurant 
(Banqueting Hall), on Friday evening next, April 11tb, 1902, at 
8 o'clock precisely. The programme includes vocal music by Messrs. 
Henry Beaumont and George Stubbs; instrumental music by the 
orcbestra, Mr. Alfred E. Izard, and Mr. T. E. Gatehouse ; Mr. W. G 
Churcher will give humorous recitations, Mr. Will Edwards 
humorous songs, and Dr. Byrd-Page conjuring mauifestations. 


The Factory Act and Electric Generating Stations. 
—The London Gazette for April lst contained an announcement to 
the effect that an order bus been made exempting those parts of 
electric generating works "in which the number of cubic feet of 
space bears to the number of persons employed therein at one time, 
& proportion not less than 2,500 to every person," from the pro- 
visions of Sec. 1 of the Factory aud Workshop Act, 1901, as to 
limewashing. 


Lecture.— Before the Nottingham Guild of Engineers, 
on 25th ult, Mr. H. Vickerstaffe delivered &n address upon 
“ Electrical Appliances." у 


Business Announcements.—Messrs. Mackies, Limited, 
sbafting, pulley and saw-bench manufacturers, of Reading, have 
placed their London and district representation in the hands of 
Mr. J. E. Lawler, of 39, Lime Street, Е.С. The company make 
а speciality of dynamo pulleys and other fittings for electrical 
work. Communications should be addressed to the London 
office. 


Appointment Vacant.—The Halifax Tramways Com- 
mittee wants a superintendent of overhead construction work at a 
salary of £150 per annum. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Students' 
Section). —In consequence of the visit of the Students’ Section to 
Newcastle, the meeting for April 9th has been postponed to April 
30th. Students travelling from London, leave by the 10 a.m. from 
King’s Cross for Newcastle, on Monday, April 7th. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tur Woolwich Borough Council bus increased the salaries of the 
electrical staff as fullows:—Mr. J. B. MITCHELL, engineer, from 
t400 to £500; Мт. G. W. Keats, chief assistant, £125 to £150; 
Mr. S. H. PENNING, junior assistant, £80 to 4105. 

Мг. а. E. SANDERS, assistaut electrical engineer and station 
superintendent to the Borough of Bedford, was the recipient last 
week of a silver-mounted walking-stick from the men at tLe works, 
as a token of esteem. The staff presented him with a pocket-case 
and a standard book on electricity. Mi. С, BARKHAN, the assistant 
engineer, in the absence of the chief engineer, asked Mr. Sanders to 
accept these small gifts in recognition of bis valuable services to 
the Borough. Mr. Sanders has been appointed assistant electrical 
envineer to the Borough of Hampstead, and bas taken up his duties. 

Mr. J. B. MIN pOk, resident manager of the Scottish House-to- 
House Electricity Company, Limited, who is now leaving that 
company's service, was eutertained by the employés at Coatbridge 
ou March 21st. The workmen presented him with a non-magnetic 
chronograph watch. 

Oa ‘Tuesday evening last week the staff and employés of the 
Blackpool Corporation electricity works made presentations to Mr. 
R. C. Quis, their late manager, and Mr. J. W. SpEIG HT, the late 
deputy manager, prior to their departure to London to take up con- 
sulting work. Mr. W. W. Parkinson, the senior assistant enyineer, 
on beha'f of his colleagues, presented Mr. Quin with a handsome _ 
oak sideboard. The presentation of a marble clock and bronze 
figures to Mr. Speight was made by Mr. A. D. Murdock. Mr. Quin 
aud Mr. Speight feelingly responded. 

A smoking concert was held recently by the staff of the Bath 
Corporation electricity works at the Talbot Hotel Mr. C. A. 
NETHERCOT was in the chair. During the evening Mr. A. Н. 
SNEWIN presented the city electrical engineer (Mr. FRANCIS 
TEAGUE) with a haudsome oak smoker's cabinet, on behalf of the 
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staff. Mr. Snewin mentioned that during the 12 months Mr. 
Teague had been in Bath he had won the esteem of the whole of 
the staff. On behalf of the staff he wished him every success in the 
scheme be is about to carry out. Mr. Teague said he was com- 
pletely taken by surprise at the gift, and after tha: king the men 
most heartily, remarked that he felt confident of making the under- 
taking a success if the men would help him in the future as they 
_ had done in the past. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. . 


— — — — — 


C. Muller, Limited /73,181).— This company was registered on 
March 22nd, with a c^pital of £5,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the business of 
manufacturers of and dealers in sorgical instruments and dealers in vulcanite, 
ebonite, ind ia- rubber and metal goods carried on at 64-5, Holborn Viaduct, E C, 
as C. Miller, to adopt an agreement between A. M. Fdelstein and 8. Strauss, 
and to carry on the same and the business of manufacturers of and dealers in 
medical appliances, optical, electrical and scientific instruments, «c. The 
first subscribers &re:— Ч. Strauss. 10, Lyndhurst Gardens, N.W.. diamond 
merchant, with £00 shares; A. M. Edelstein, 28, Greencroft Gardens, N.W., 
merchant, 500 shares: Mrs. L. Strauss, 10 Lyndhurst Gard: ns, N.W., with one 
share: J. Currie, 56. Lamb’s Conduit Street, W.C., clerk, with one share; 
F. C. Beard, 55, Avondale Road, B. E., clerk, with one share: Mrs, B. Edelstein, 
28, Greencroft Gardens, N.W., with ove share: Mi-s E. Edelstein, 28, Green- 
croft Gardens, N.W., with one share. No inital public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than two nor more than five; the first are S. Strauss 
and A. M. Edelstein; qualification, 200 shares; remuneration as fixed by the 
company. Registered oflice, 64-5, Holborn Viaduct, E.C. 


Gloucestershire Electric Power Syndicate, Limited (73,184). 
—This company was registered on March 22nd, with a capital of £7,530 in 75 
or lina: y shares of £100 each and 600 deferred shares of 1s. each, to carry en in 
the County of Gloucester or elsewhere the business of an electric power suj ply 
company and of electricians, electrical, metallurgical mechanical und general 
engineers, &c., and to adopt an agreement with T. N. A. Grove. The first seven 
subscribers are:—A. Thorne, II, Austin Friurs, E.C., chairman of National 
Explosives Company, Limited, with one crdinary share and four preference 
shares; J. D. Robertson, 3, Copthall Buildings, E.C., manager, with two ordi- 
nary and eight preference shares: D. Fox, Marlborough House, Dewsbury, J.P., 
with one ordinary share and four preference shares; F. Winterhotham, Stroud, 
Gloucester, solicitor. with one ordinary share und 79 preference shares; Rir 
W. H. Marling, Bart., Stanley Park, Stroud, with one ordirary sha e and four 
preference shares; W. J. P. Marling, Stanley Park, Stroud, with one ordinary 
share and four preference «bares: and А. S. Winterbotham, Cam, near Durs ey, 
Gloucestershire, manufacturer, with one сг inary share and four preference 
shares. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be lesa than 
three nor more 4han 11; the subscribers are to aproint the first; remnneration 
к} fixed by the company. Registered office, 5, Kowcrofr, Stroud, Gloucester- 
shire, 


Dewhurst' Engineering Company, Limited (73,205) —This 
"company was registered on March 25th, with a capital of £10,C00 in £1 shares, to 
ncquire the businesses and undertakings of mechanical and electrical engineers, 


iron and steel merchants, and colliery and general mill furnishers new carried - 


on by the executcrs of the late Michael Hunter, trading as Jchn Dewhurst 
and Son, at 68, 70, 72, und 74, Atterclitfe Road, Sheffield, to ndopt an agreemeni 
made between Martha Hunter and M. J. Hunter of the one part and J. Н. 
Dewhurst of the other part, and to carry on the business of un electric light 
company in all its branches, mechanical engineer, ironfourd: rs, tool makers, 
brass founders, metal workers, millwrights, colliery und mill furnishers, tin 
plate makers, «с. The first subscribers are:—J. Н. Dewhurst, 6, Sheldon 
Road, Sheffield, engineer, 1,000 shares; B. J. Davy, 204, Goddurd Hall Road, 
Shettield, engineer, 1,000 shares; W. V. Davy, 20a, Goddurd Hall, Road, 
*ihettield, foreman moulder, 1 share; G. Longden, 28, Burcot Кола, Meersbrook, 
Sheffie'd, engineers’ manager, 1 share; J. W. Allbrighton, 77, Deurne Street, 
Brightside, Shetteld, clerk, 1 shure; J. Booth, 205, Shoreham Street, Sheffield, 
electrician, 1 share; and J. Maxfield, Anthorpe Honse, Wadsley Bridge, 1 share. 
No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor 
more than three; the first are J. Н. Dewhurst and B. J. Davy, managing 
director and assistant managing director respectively ; qualification, £100: 
remuneration of J. H. Dewhurst, £300 per annum, of B. J. Davy, £200. 


Harboune Electrical Manufacturing Company, Limited 
(73,208).— This company was registered on March 25th, with a capital of £1,000 
in 41 shares, to carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in 
electrical fittings and fixtures of all kinds, and to acquire and turn to account 
any patents. ‘The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—P. Pakeman, 
11. Ironmonger lane, E.C.. clerk; R. В Cannings, 81, Camilda Road, South 
Bermondsey, clerk; J. E. Simister, 38, Clements Road, East Ham, clerk; A. W. 
Read, 11, Ironmonger Lane, solicitor; G. Rowton. 5, Buxton Terrace, South 
Leyton, clerk; E. Clare, 1, Walker Street, Limehouse, clerk: H. M. Cordrey, 
28, Armett Road, East Dulwich, clerk. No initial public issue. Registered 
without articles of association. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Central Electric Supply Company, Limited (53,080). — 
This company's annual return was filed on February 18th, when the entire 
capital of £100,000 in £5 shares had been taken up and paid in full. Mor.gages 
and charges, £250.000 (4 per cent. guaranteed debenture stock). 

Particulars of registered mortgages and cbarges.— Date of trust deed: July 
2nd,1901. Amount secured by debenture stock: £250,000. Date of resolution 
creating debenture stock: July 2nd, 1901. Amount and date of issue: £250,000, 
July 2nd, 1901. Property charged:—(1) The undertaking and property of the 
company, present and future, other than the “specially mortgaged premises“ 
See (2). (2) A covenant to execute a charge on the “specially mortgaged 
pemen being certain land containing about 7 acres near Grove Road, 

Тагуіеђопе, on which a generating station is in course of erection, except so 
much of the said land as the company is under an obligation to dedicate to the 
public. Trustees: The Hon. б. Lyttleton, K.C., and Sir C. Grant, K. C. S. I. 


Adams - Randall Telephone Patents Company, Limited 
(61,457).— This company's annua] return was filed on January 20th, when 50,000 
ordinary and 2,300 preference shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of 
460,000 in 50,000 ordinary and 10,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares 
of leach. 41 per share has been called up on 2,300 preference and 7 ordinary, 
resulting in the receipt of £2,283. £25 remains in arrears. 49,993 ordinary 
shares are considered as fully paid. Mortgages and charges, £9,200, 


Costa Rica Electric Light and Traction Company, Limited 
(56,447).--This company's annual return was filed on January 18th, when the 
entire capital of £130,000 in £1 shares had been taken up. 47 paid. £129,993 
considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, £145,603 6s. td. 


Mutual Telephone Company, Limited (56,627).--This com- 
pany's annual return was filed on January 27th, when 6,288 prefere: ce, and 
10,188 ordinary shares were tuken up out of a nominal capital of £250,000 in 
70,00: 5 per cent. cumulative preference and 80,000 ordinary shares of £5 each. 
6d. per share has been called up, and £1,102 156. has been received, including 
cash paid in advance. No mortgages or charges. 


Direct United States Cable Company, Limited (11,597).— 
This company's annual return was filed on February 19th, when 60,710 shares 
were taken up out of a nominal capital of £1,800,000 in 65,000 shares of £20 each. 
41,214, 200 is considered as paid. No mortgages or charges, 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


; THE accounts of the Worcester Corporation elec- 
Worcester tricity department are as usual amongst the 
Corporation earliest issued, and give a favourable impression. 
Electricity Mr. C. J. Sutherland, the city electrical engineer, ів 
Accounts. to be congratulated upon being able to show a net 
profit of £1,385, after paying financial charges. 
He states that the output would bave increased even more rapidly 
than has been the case had the “ free lamp system ” not been given 
up. His argument is that a customer supplied with lamps free 
replaces one when it has burnt out; but if they have to be 
purchased, the replacing of a lamp is often neglected, and as a 
result less units are used. This, it seems to us, is a rather far-fetched 
notion. 23 crston ers have been “ free-wired " on the Corporation's 
own system, and of these 14 were connected in 1901. The new 
generatiug station on the low-pressure threc-wire system has been 
proceeded with, and should be ready for opening by the end of this 
year. The usual courte of leaving the designs in the bands of the 
electrical engineer bas been adopted, and will, we anticipate, prove 
entirely satisfactory. | 
GENBEAL STATEMENT. 
1900. 1901. Ino. 
Total capital expenditure .. £82,630 488,879 46, 249 
Number of units soldi .. 625,739 662,569 36,830 
Number of lamps connected 34,494 86,242 1,748 


Maximum load in kilowatts oe 510 538 28 
Gross revenue ae .. £9,€69 £10,856 £1,187 
Gross expenditure s e £5,999 £5,826 — £673 
Gross profit n see -— £3,670 £5,580 £1,860 
Average price per unit sold 357d. 376d. 19d. 


There has been an increase of over 18 per cent. in the units sup- 
plied to public lamps, but the total increase only amounts to 5°88 per 
cent., as the private customers’ consumption was augmented only by 
31 per cent., as compared with 172 per cent. in 1900. Trade depression 
is held to explain this, as also an increase in number of consumers 
of only 38, against 69 the previous year; the lamps connected rose 
by 1,748, as against 3,292. The mean price per unit increased from 
J:57d. to 376d., but taking private supply only, the figures were 
4 48d. to 4 75d. | 

REVENUE STATEMENT. 
1900. 1901. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Ino. 
Sale of energy .. vi eus £9,314 3:57d. £10,392 3°76d. + 19d. 
Meter rents пе 25 T" 290  :09d. 239 09d. 00d. 


Bale of old material, ce. 34 ‘Old. 96 ‘Old. ‘00d. 
Bund fees, ts, d ; Я i 
oeaan aa. x | 101  :04d. 199 07d. + 03d. 


Gross revenue .. 49,669 371d. £10,856 393d. 22d. 


The output was distributed as follows: 


Units Private Public 
generated. supply. lighting. 


1899 .. 710,416 441,837 109,600 
1900 . 842,132 519,690 106,049 
1901 .. 907,086 536,691 125,878 


Number of 
public lamps. 


57 arcs, 3 inc’ts. 
57 arcs, 16 inc’ts. 
57 arcs, 139 inc'ts. 


Year. 


The waterworks motors accounted for 144,432 units and private 
motors for 2,466 unite. 

Tne reduction in cost of coal bas been due to a lower: price, 
resulting in a saving of £3°6; the weight burnt was 2,516 tons 
against 2,157 tons in 1900, the increase being caused Ly an 
exceptionally dry season (the worst in this respect since the works 
were opened). The new generating plant has saved steam, as i3 
shown by a reduction from 11°27 lbs. to 9°88 lbs. per unit steam 
generated. The items in the cost sheet have gone down with the 
exception of “ repairs," due chiefly to extra work on the mains and 
special repairs to an alternator covered by insurance, and 
"rates" on property. Taking wages and repairs together the drop 
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is 1.1. The reductions of nearly jd. on works cost and over id. 
on total costs are most satisfactory and leave the latter at a figure 
well under 2d. per unit. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


1900. 1901. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc. 


Coal.  .. .. .. 2,078 103d. 22,351  *85d. — 18d. 
FF 217 08d. 182 07d. — 01d. 
Salaries and wanes incurred 
in generation and diatriba- | 1373 53d. 1,011 848, — 16d. 
tion, and attending, «c., | 
pee acta, 
e and m nance 
o buildings, boilers 303 22d. 917 nd. 114. 
engines, ynamos, and 
repairs public lamps. ) 
Works cost.. £4,861 1:864. £4,461 1:69d. — '244. 
Rent, rates and taxes  .. 88 03d. 112 Od. +014. 
Waagen ei azpengen) ies 
engineer, secretary, clerks, ) 481 -19d. 504 18d. — : 
General tationery and | $ | 
es, stationery ап з - А = 
printing, law к Ж ua 170 :07d. 173 064. 014. 
insurance. 
Other expenses: Compensa- E m А an 
tion, free Wiking, кы 399 154. (6 08d. 12d. 
Total costs £5,999 2:30d. £5,326 1:93d.  — 37d. 


The reduction in gross costs by £673, coupled with an increase in 
revenue of £1,187, brings the gross profits up by £1,8€0. Against 
this the financial charges only increased by £479, so that the net 
profit is augmented by no less than a sum of £1,381. 


Prorit STATEMENT. 
1900. 1901. 


Interest on loans .. ns £1,945 £2,947 
Binking fund for repaymen ES 1,721 1,898 
Net profit carried forward és АИЫ но Сс 4 1,385 

Gross profit... -— Vas £3,670 £5,530 


` CITY NOTES. 


High Wycombe (Borough) Electric Light and Power 
Company. 


THE annual meeting was held on 21st ult., Mr. A. Slatter, M. I. C. E, 
presiding. The report showed that, for the year ended December 
31st, steady progress had been made by the company, the connec- 
tions having increased from an equivalent of 16,910 to 22,170 8-c P. 
lamps. The result of the year's trading, including a balance brought 
forward of £224 18s. 11d., showed a profit of £2,279 14s. 9d., and 
after paying interest on debentures and loans, amounting to £1,399 
19s., and writing off £55 18е. preliminary expenses, there was a sur- 
plus of £823 17s. 9d. The directors recommended the payment of a 
dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. for the year, and that £200 be 
placed to the reserve fund for renewal of plant, leaving a balance of 
£33 4s. 5d. to be carried forward. 

The CHAIRuAN said that during the year £7,218 had been ex- 
pended on capital, making a total of £57,142. The average number 
of lamps per consumer had decreased from 64 to 58. This was 
mostly due to the number of small workmen’s dwellings now con- 
nected to th» mains. During the year 21 new motors had been 
added, making an increase for the year of 374 H.P. Owing to the 
reduction which took place at the beginning of the year in the 
charges for electricity, the annual revenue per lamp had gone down 
from 4s. 4d. to 3s. 10d., a very satisfactory state of affairs for the 
consumers, the number of units consumed per lamp being the same 
(13:4) in each case. The average price obtained was 3°64d. per unit, 
being 33d. per unit less than that obtained last year. The 
machinery now installed, and in working condition, is capable of 
supplying 20,000 8-c.P. lamps alight at one time. The maximum 
demand made on the machinery during the last year was equal to 
an equivalent of 10,000 8-c.P. lamps. The result of the next year's 
working will be much more satisfactory. 'l'he directors are increasing 
the plant at tbe station to a considerable extent, by adding another 
battery and condensing plant, which will reduce the cost of coal 
per unit, and other working expenses. | 

The next business was to consider a resolution authorising the 
amount of the debenture issue to be increased to £30,000. 

Mr. GniPPER explained that they were authorised to issue 
£50,000 ordinary share capita], and the amount taken up was 
£15,100. They had also issued £15,000 in debentures, all held by 
Edmundson's Electricity Corporation. Тһе form in which the 
debentures were drawn did not admit of that issue being increased 
beyond £20,000. What the directors suygested was that the 
meeting should authorise the debenture issue to be increased to 
£30,000. The present holders were prepared to waive their first 
charge and to allow their present debentures to rank pari passu, 
and also to make a stipulation that any further debentures which 
might be issued, so long as they did not exceed the share capital, 
also to run pari passu. In 20 companies with which he was con- 
nected they carried ont the principle that the dehentnre issue 


should be as nearly as possible equal to the share capital, £15,000 : 
debentures had been taken up, and what was suggested now was 
that they should offer the remaining £15,000—or, rather, £14,900— 
in shares, making the share capital £30,000, and also £15,000 more 
debentures, so as to make their debenture issue £30,000. They 
would thus have £30,000 for each. They would also get rid of the 
item in the account stated as owing to sundry creditors. He did 
not think they would get anything like that taken up by thie 
shareholders. They would be offered to the shareholders first, and 
Messrs. Edmundson’s were prepared to take up what were left. 
Otherwise they would only be issued to the shareholders. 


The motion was carried. 


Imperial Tramways Company. 


THE ordinary general meeting of this company was held at Bristol 
on 26th ult , Mr. George White, presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said that 
there had been progress in every direction. Ав to the Middles. 
borough, Stockton and Thornaby tramways, the receipts and number 
of passengers carried showed an incraase, the figures being £43,772 
and 9,141,185, as compared with £47,228 and 8,782,970. The 
extension to Clarence Ferry was opened in August, and the 
additional accommodation had been much appreciated. The 
London United Tramways, Limited, had made great strides during 
the year. The traffic returos showed each week an ever-increasiug 
volume of traffic, and when the extension of the system was opened 
to Twickenham, Richmond, Hampton Court, Kingston-on-Thames, 
Surbiton aud other well-known London resorts, he believed that th- 
anticipations of the directors which had already been published 
would b» more than fulfilled. In connection with the sale of the 
London United undertaking to their new company, they, the 
Imperial Company, in respect of their holding of 29,000 6 per cent. 
preference shares in the old company, received 34,800 5 per cent. 
preference shares, which was the equivalent capitalisation, and 
represented an issue of shares to the full amount of the cost to their 
company of the old 6 per cent. shares. "These 5 percent. preferences 
were quoted in the market at £1 premium, and, therefore, they 
showed thus already a profit of nearly £35,000, which, however, 
they had not taken into account. In respect of the 6,000 old 
ordinary shares, they would receive a sum in cash estimated at 
£53,000 and 12,00 0 ordinary shares of the new company, so that. 
after allowing for reinstating in their capital account, the*full cost at 
which these investments stood in their books, there would remain over 
10,600 of the ordinary shares coming from the newcompany,and these 
represented the profit on the transaction and belonged to the 
ordinary shareholders whether distributed amongst them or not. 
They believed the desire on the part of their shareholders to have a 
personal holding in the ordinary share capital of the London United 
was universal, and they had, therefore, determinéd that 5,000 of 
these profit shares should be distributed amongst the Imperial 
ordinary sharcholders without calling upon them for any payment in 
respect of the shares. The shares would be allotted to the Imperial 
ordinary shareholders fully paid, and the allotment. would run out 
to one new London United ordinary share for every four Imperial 
ordinary now held, and in order that every shareholder might be 
treated with fairness, they would issue fractions, so that every 
Imperial share would get its due allotment. When the new London 
United Company was brought out some ordinary capital was 
reserved for future issue, and it had been arranged that the Imperial 
Company should be permitted to at once subscribe at par for their 
due proportion of those unissued shares. That would run to 4,500 
shares, and, therefore, they would see that the Imperial Company 
would still retain in its possession 11,500 London United ordinary 
which would yield such a return as to put it beyond question that tbe 
Imperial Company would in future be able to pay a minimum divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. on its ordinary shares, with the prospect, 
withio a reasonable time, of either a permanent increase in that rate 
of dividend or some further substantial bonus, or possibly both. 
The net revenue account showed au available balance of £43,845 
2s. 6d., and they were in a position to recommend a final dividend 
of 113 per cent. per annum, making 10 per cent. for the year, on the 
ordinary capital, to add £1,000 to the dividends equalisation funds 
and to carry forward to the next account the remaining sum of £271 
18s. 114. They were also able to state that the various reserve funds 
were iacreased from £72,789 to £92,470, & fcature which could not 
but add to the strength of the company. 

Mr. J. CLIFTON Ковімѕом seconded the motion. 


Brush Electrical Engineering Company. 


THE directors’ report to be presented at the annual general meeting 
at Winchester House, E.C., on Thursday, April 10th, at 12 o'clock 
noon, reads as follows :— | 

“The directors beg to submit their report and the statement of 
accounts for the year ended December 31st, 1901. 

“ Re-Conshitution of Poard.—During the past year several changes 
have occurred inthe constitution of the board. Mr. E. A. Hopkins 
and Mr. Reginald Ryley retired at the last annual general meeting, 
and Lord Vaux of Harrowden and Mr. C. Shirreff B. Hilton were re- 
elected directors in their place. Mr. Reginald Ryley was snhse- 
quently elected as a director to fill the vacancy caused by the 
regretted death of Mr. J. Slater Lewis, but, unfortunately, he suc- 
cumbed shortly afterwards to an illness contracted abroad. In 
November last Mr. І. B. Braithwait ғ, jun., as foreshadowed by him 
in his speech at the last annual general meeting, resigned his posi- 
tion as chairman and director of the company. Lord Vaux of 
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Harrowden has recently accepted the chairmanship of the company, 
and Mr. С. F. M. Cornwallis-West and Mr. W. L. Madgen have 
lately been elected as directors to fill casual vacancies on the 
board. The retiriny directora are Mr. J. S. Raworth and Mr. 
G. F. M. Cornwallis-West, who, being eligible, offer themselves for 
re-election. 

“ Profit and Loss Account.—The profit and loss account shows а 
gross profit of £61,054 88. 2d. After deducting general charges, 
maintenance, interest on debenture stock, bonus to employés under 
the profit sharing scheme, and amount placed to depreciation and 
general reserve funds, there remains a balance of net profit of 
£7,455 8s. 11d. Of this sum £7,088 178. 6d. has been applied to the 
payment of the dividend on the preference shares at the rate of 
6 per cent. per annum for the half-year ended June 30th last, 
leaving the balance of £366 11s. 5d. to be carried forward to next 
account. The net profits would have been larger but for the fact 
that the directors have deemed it necessary to debit protit and loss 
account with the sum of £8,500 placed to a general reserve fund. 
Under Article 117, Sub-sec. 21, of the company’s articles of associa- 
lion, this reserve fund is available to meet contingencies, for 
equalising dividends, or for repairing, improving, and maintaining 
any of the property of the company, and might be applied in pay- 
ment of part of the preference dividend for the second half of the 
year 1901, but the directors are of opinion that it would not be 
prudent to do so. The auditors refer in their report to the patents 
and goodwill account, and to certain of the company’s investments. 
These matters, and the position generally, are receiving the carcful 
consideration of the directors, but the board having only lately 
been reconstituted cannot at present make any recommendation. 
The directors are confident that the economics and reforms which 
they are carrying out will produce improved results in the future. 

“ Capital Account.—The share capital account has been increased 
during the year by £76,491, the proceeds of the issue of the 
remainder of the preference shares of the company, and, in 
addition the sum of £30,740 has been received from the British 
Electric Traction Company, Limited as an advance in respect of an 
undertaking they have entered into to take up 25,000 of the £2 
ordinary shares of the company at par. A liability of £6,793 13s. 8d. 
has been incurred in connection with these issues, of which 
£2,593 138. 8d. has been charged to the profit and loss account fcr 
the year. Capital expenditure to the extent of £15,536 13s. 8d. 
has been incurred during the ycar on new plant and buildings. The 
remainder of the uew capital has been applied to the discharge and 
reduction of the obligations and liabilities of the company. 

“ Aucditors.—Messrs. Cooper Brothers and Co., the auditors, 
retire, and offer themselves for re-election.” 


Salisbury Electric Light: Company. 


Tur annual meeting of this company was held at Salisbury some 
days ago, Mr. W. M. Hammick presiding. 

The CHaIBMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said 
that they were continually buying plant, and the company was 
advancing very satisfactorily. They had done very good business 
during the year, and the amount taken, £2,731 1s. 10d. for 
current supply did not really compare with the £2,320 shown in 
last year's balance-sheet. It did not show the actual increase of 
work, for they had altered their system of charging consumers, 
and it made a difference in favour of the consumer of £300. The 
company was purcbasing new machinery in order to meet the 
increased demands contemplated. They had entered into a con- 
tract to light the new station at Sglisbury. The contract would 
amount to something like £3,400. There would be no less than 90 
arc lamps on the station premises. ‘lhe Free Wiring Company had 
done work in the town, but they had now retired, and their com- 


pany had taken up free wiring, which had proved to be a profitable 


addition to their business, although it required a little more capital. 
There had been a steady advance in the work, and the directors had 
pleasure in recommending a dividend of 4 per cent. on the ordinary 
share capital of the company. 

Mr. Epmunvson seconded the adoption of the report. 


South London Electric Supply Corporation. 


THE directors report for the year ending December 31st, 1901, to 
be presented at the meeting to be held at the offices, Bengeworth 
Road, S.E., on April 8th, reads as follows:—“ The revenue account 
shows a credit balance of £1,691 8s. 11d., as against a loss of 4889 
14s. 3d. in the previous year. On December 31st, 1900, current was 
being supplied to the equivalent of 43,322 lamps of 8-C. P. On 
December 3186, 1901, this number had increased to 56,510. At the 
present time there are on circuit the equivalent of 59,663 lamps of 
8-C. l., and applications are to hand for a further 1,3-5 lamps. It 
will be observed that there is a slight falling off in the units sold to 
consumers when compared with last year. This is due to the fact 
that in 1900, during the reconstruction of works by a neigh- 
bouring supply company, there were sold to them no 
less than 330,753 units which realised £3,719 188. 4d. 
The length of roadway in which mains have been laid is now 49 
miles of high-tension and 42 miles low-tension ways, in which 
334 miles of high-tension and 42 miles of low-tension cable have 
been laid. The bigh price of coal in the first half of the year has 
again considerably affected the net revenue, and the great increase 
in rates and taxes, and costs incurred in obtaining an equitable 
assessment, have materially decreased the profit balance. The 
original assessment was £5,667 rateable value, which has now been 
. Keduced to 43, 000. During 1901, cconomisers aud condensing plant 


were erected, and although these were not completed until the end 
of the year, the directors are pleased to report that already a 
considerable decrease is evident in the consumption of coal. Had 
this plant been in operation at the time contracted for, a further 
decrease in the cost of coal would have been shown. It will 
doubtless be a source of much satisfaction to note the substantial 
decrease in the costs of generating and distributing the current. 
These, which last year were 365d. per B. of T. unit sold, are this 
year 295d. The plant and mains have been maintained ina very 
high state of efficiency, and во soon as the load is commensurate 
with the size of the station, the directors feel sure that the economy 
of the working costs will be more clearly appareut. The action 
brought by the Lembeth Borough Council against this Corporation 
in respect of the stoppage of the dust destructor came before 
Mr. Justice Wright on March 12th. After hearing the plaintiff's 
case, the judge suggested the desirability of an amicable settle- 
ment being arrived at, and offered to adjourn the case fur 
this purpose. As the directors have throughout been desirous 
of such a result, they welcomed the suggestion, and an 
adjournment for four weeks was accordingly arranged. The 
directors are now waiting to hear what proposals the Lambeth 
Council have to make in pursuance of the Judge’s expressed opinion. 
The board have pleasure in reporting that a favourable agreement 
has been entered into with the London County Council. By tbis 
agreement: the corporation will supply steam to drive machinery of 
5, 00 н.р. about to be erected at the sole expense of the Council on 
the property of this 'corporation for operating the municipal tram- 
ways. This will utilise the existing boiler plant for evine time to 
come, thus tending to reduce generating costs, and at the same 
time providing a beneficial revenue during the currency of the 
agreement. In accordance with the articles of association two of 
the directors, W. W. Phipps, Esq., and Algernon Turnor, Esq., C. B., 
retire, but being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. The 
auditors, Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co., also retire, and thoy 
being eligible, offer themselves for re-election." 


The Lymington Electric Light and Power Company. 


THE report of the first year's working is to the effect that the balance 
of net revenue is £379 23. 7d., of which it is proposed to apply £112 
tothe payment of & dividend of 4 per cent. for the year, carrying 
forward the balance. In arriving at this balance it is pointed out 
that during the year no interest has been paid upon the local 
capital provided by Messrs. Edmundson. The number of lamps 
connected to the mains at the beginning of last year were equivalent 
to 1,705 8-C. P. lamps, and this number was increased to 4,557 at the 
end of last year, with 152 consumers connected to the mains. 


Willans & Robinson, Limited. 


Мн. Maux Бовімзом (chairman) presided on Wednesday last week 
over the ordinary general meeting of the above company, held at 
Cannon Street Hotel, and, in moving the adoption of the report, 
said he might fairly express the satisfaction of the board with the 
results which had been attained in their present transition state. 
They showed larger profits than ever before, and though the 
unavoidable burden of capital, which as yet earned nothing for 
itself, precluded them froin repeating the bonus of the last two 
years, yet they kept up a rate of dividend which at one time they 
felt very proud to declare. The Rugby extensions were coming 
into beneficial use, though there was much still to do, and the pro- 
gress of everything had suffered from the almost unaccountable 
delays of the crane makers aud tool makers generally. Still they 
were on the point of beginning to realise the lessened cost of work 
which the extensious had been designed to secure, and to benefit by 
the better appliances which they would soon command for dealiny 
with altogether bigger work. At Qucensferry the boiler works had 
made good progress, though much less rapid than they hoped. Steel 
had been mauufactured at intervals upon а commercial scale, 
sufliciently to prove to them that they could make steel of excellent 
quality for their purposes. The making of really good steel com- 
plying with the specificatiun one desired to work to was not by any 
mcans a matter of course, and it was a real cause for congratula- 
tion that on their first trial, so to say, but with the corroboration of 
later trials as well, they had entirely realised these wishes, and more 
than realised their expectations. Queensferry was a success in one 
point. They wanted good steel from it, and they had got it. On 
the table was an example from the very first ingot cast. 'The knot 
was tightened in it by two locomotives pulling in opposite direc- 
tious, and it did not require great expert knowledge to see how 
admirably the stecl had stood this severe handling, a judgment con- 
firnied by more scientific tests carried out afterwards. Subsequent casts 
had satisfied them that this good beginning could be kept up and 
maintained, and that scientific and well organised work would bring 
its reward in this, as in other departments. It was not less 
important to them that inquiries for their steel were coming forward 
from users who wished to buy from them, and that it seemed to be 
assumed that what they made would be something specially good ; 
they meant to try to keep up this character. The superintendent 
of the tube shop expected to begin drawing tubes in July, and they 
saw no reason why they should not be erecting boilers before thc 
end of the year. They were sometimes asked if, with their later 
experience, they felt satistied with the works and with the plant at 
Queensferry. They could only answer that, so far as their knowledge 
went, they believed they had there, upon the whole, the finest 
boiler-making plant in the kingdom. There would doubtless bc 
corrections to niake—thcy had found them necessary іш ће steel 
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plant— but, on the whole, and in the absence of the final test of use, 
they were more than satisfied with what had been done, and more 
than one foreign visitor had paid eloquent tribute to the planning 
and equipment of the works. But they had learnt one lesson as the 
work had proceeded, or, rather, they had learnt it afresh at every 
stage, with cumulative effect. It was, that modern industry, to be 
a success, must be on the large scale. Just a little shop, to make 
so-and-so for ourselves,” was not a wise ideal for modern works, 
though he must confess that it was in some degree their ideal when 
they started. The inevitable development had led to а great increase 
of expenditure beyond the original estimates, but he thought it 
would prove to be fully justified. At Rugby,as they knew, they 
had had to extend even their extensions, and though they thought 
that, apart from mere roundings-off, that process was over for a time 
at Rugby, where they were really big enough, it was not over at 
Queensferry, where, even for the start, they should do much better 
with a larger foundry, and probably, though they had not quite 
decided that point, with an additional steel furnace. At present 
they had only one. With these views they had asked permission 
to increase the debenture debt from £100,000 to £250,000. A week 
ago their finance stood thus :—Orders had been given, or in principle 
approved, for buildings, plant, &c., upon which there would be to pay, 
when the work was done, a further sum of £92,733 beyond payments 
already made. Against this there was money on deposit, or 
otherwise, but, of course, not counting the reserves, and not 
counting cash actually in hand for current needs, amounting to 
448,516, so they had already a potential need for £44,217. Beyond 
this, they required money for further plant at Queensferry, and for 
вош з at Rugby, not yet decided upon. They must have a marvin 
to enable improvements to be made, if they should afterwards be 
found desirable, and they must bave working capital for the new 
business, as well as for the old business, and further, as past 
experience taught them, they must provide a large margin 
under this head for the tendency to an increased lock-up in 
stcck and in book debts, which a growing business entailed. 
For all these services £150,000 additional was not too much, and 
they will be asked to sanction this increase of borrowing powers. 
Sir Gilbert East would tell them that they hoped to obtain the 
sánction of the present debenture stock holders to the new 
arrangement, and not only their sanction, but their willing 
co-operation. It was worth while to point out that when the 
existing issue of £100,000 was made, the net assets of the company, 
after deducting debts, amounted to 4201, 100, excluding goodwill. 
Now, to secure the proposed issue of £250,000, they had on 
December 31st Jast (and they had more now) net assets of £938,868, 
or over four and a half times as much, to secure a debt only two and 
a half times as great. The present assets included neither goodwill 
nor patents, for goodwill and patents had both been written otf com- 
pletely. It would be seen that £16,355 still remained to the 
credit of the premiums on shares account. Against this they would 
propose to set the expenses of the new debenture issue, if 
santioned, and the balance they proposed to hold as a kind of fund 
against which they might from time to time charge any very 
exceptional expense, such as exhibition expenses, removal expenses, 
and the like, which had been the subject of consideration before. 
There was a charge which could be so treated, o account of their 
exhibit at the Glasgow Exhibition—an exhibit which proved 
beneficial to them. They proposed also to exhibit, but on a smaller 
scale, at the Wolverhampton Exhibition this year, and perhaps in 
one which was announced for 1903 in Japan. Тһе move from 
Thames Ditton was on the point of completion, and that would 
involve expenses exceeding the amount at present reserved. Of 
matters of minor interest, in view of the larger subjects which 
required consideration, he thougbt ic was only necessary to refer to 
the Works Volunteer Corps. It had been a very marked success, 
aud the men had entered into it most heartily. 

Mr. ANDERSON seconded the motion for the adoption of the 
report. | 

Replying to a number of questions asked by shareholders, that 
the debtors stood at £145,000, and in many cases they were 
contra accounts. At tbe end of the half-year £52,000 was owing 
on account of invoices sent out during the last fortnight of the 
year, and £78,000 had been sent out in the course of October and 
November, 80 that it would be seen that the amounts of any long 
standing were very small. The largest debtors were the Cor- 
poration of Liverpool. Of the whole of the sums owing, £46,000 
was owing directly by municipalities, and £54,000 by dynamo- 
makers on account of engines supplied to municipalities. The 
£145,000 really did not represent what was owing to them, but only 
their value after everything possible had been written down. 
With regard to the smaller amount of work in progress at the end 
of the year, as shown in the accounts, that was simply due to the 
fact that they were able to send out invoices for a great number of 
.engines, which were furnished, but it might just as likely have 
happened that they were carried over January Ist. The large 
amount of cash at the bank was due to the final payment on the 
shares. With revard to the works at Quecnsferry, they hoped to 
have the whole of the works at work in a few months' time. They 
would put off the issue of further ordinary share capital as long as 
possible. They were prepared to give an indication in the report 
of the relative earnings of the boiler works and the other portions 
of the business, but they would like a little freedom in the matter. 
It was intended to dispose of the works at Thames Ditton as soon 
as possible. They had standardised engines up to 6,000 H.P., and 
on several occasions they had tendered for such engines when 
people had talked of having a larger number of units in the 
station. 

The report was adopted, as well as a resolution recommending 
the payment of a tinal dividend of 6 per cent., making 10 per cent. 
for the year. | 


The chairman and Sir G. Clayton East were re-elected directors. 
The meeting was subsequently made special for passing a reso- 
lution authorising the board to issue £250,000 debenture stock. . 


Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply Company. 


THE fifth ordinary general meeting of the proprietors of this 
company was held on Tuesday lust week at the offices, Moorgate 
Court, Moorgate Street, E.C., Mr. A. H. Sanderson presiding. 

The CuHatBMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said he 
thought they would all agree that the accounts presented were 
satisfactory. With regard to the assets of the company of capital 
appropriated to the Bournemouth Provisional Order (1890) and the 
Poole and Brankeome Order (1897), which amounted to £195,818, 
of that sum £26,246 had been spent during the past year. They 
would perhaps at first sight considerithatjamount to be rather large; 
but he could confidently assure them that the whole of that capital 
had been well spent, and had been necessary for the lighting station 
at Bournemouth Valley, which had been enlarged, and would 
shortly be in use. Additional machinery had also been installed, 
and а considerable amount of money had been spent on mains in 
Bournemouth, and new districts had been opened both in Poole and 
Parkstone and in the suburb of Winton. He wished to point out 
that the directors regretted that large expenditure on the mains, 
but it was of vital importance to the company's business, and the 
money which had been spent would be productive of revenue, and 
would result in increased dividends to the shareholders. The item 
of sundry debtors remaiued practically the same as last year, 
and represented more particularly the amounts due from con- 
sumers, а very large proportion of which bad been collected. 
Oa the liabilities side of the account, the first item that 
required any recognition was the sum of £51,700 of loans 
against security, which they would observe had incrcased from 
£16,950 in 1900, and represented loans from the company’s bankers. 
The past year, as they all knew, had not been favourable for issuing 
farther capital, and the directors had therefore found it more 
economical to borrow money from their bankers at a very low rate 
instead of making a further issue of shares. The reserve from 
premiums, it would be noticed, had been reduced by £515, which 
had been written off in respect of preliminary expenses. The 
depreciation account bad been increased from £3,704 to £5,304, 
£2,000 having been placed to the credit of this item out of revenue 
during the year, and £400 had been written off, which left it at 
£5,304. Before leaving that side of the accounts, he would draw 
their attention to the fact that their authorised capital stood at 
£300,000. Previous to that year it had only amounted to £150,000, 
but in accordance with the resolution passed on July 18th last, they 
had increased their capital by the creation of 7,500 new ordinary 
shares of £10, and 7,500 preference shares at £10 each. Turning to 
the revenue account, he said he was sure they would agree that the 
total gross receipts of £22,618 formed а most satisfactory feature. In 
1900 they amounted to £17,504, showing an increase last year of 
£5,114, which was equal to 30 per cent. That increase was mainly 
attributable to the sale of energy, and he trusted that item 
would continue to increase year by year. There was an increase in 
the revenue charges, but that was only to be expected, owing to the 
large sale of energy. ‘The balance remaining for distribution 
amounted to £8,918. The dividend on the preference shares had 
been paid, and a dividend of 7 per ceut. on the ordinary 
shares was now recommended, which payment would 
absorb £8,140, leaving £778 to be carried forward. Referring 
to the business of the company generally, they would observe 
that applications from intending consumers within tbe com- 
pany’s area were encouraging. The connections during the past 
year with their mains showed an increase of 12,583 8-c.P. lamps, 
which compared very favourably with the increased number of 
9,283 8-c.P. lamps in 1900. Siace January lst of tbe current year, 
the applications for current had been numerous, and had more than 
exceeded the number of applications which were received during 
the same period last year. Last year they completed the contract 
with the Poole and District Electric Traction Company for thc 
supply of current for the tramways running between Bournemouth 
and Poole, and he would also inform them that satisfactory arrange- 
ments had been made for working the tramways on the east of 
Bournemouth. The Poole tramways had been running since the 
spring of last year.  ('onsiderable sums of money had been spent 
on the new districts; the supply of current was new avail- 
able there, and the demands were increasing very satisfac- 
torily. He looked forward to the result of the present years 
working with satisfaction, and thought they would be able to 
come before them next year with a report and balauce-sheet that 
would give entire satisfaction. With regard to the Richmond 
Company, he was pleased to say that it continued to make satisfac- 
tory progress, the number of lamps having slightly increased. That 
company had paid a dividend of 6 per cent. on its ordinary shares 
as agaiust 5 per cent. last year, and he thought they ought to feel 
gatisfied that they possessed there a sound and improving investment, 
There was one matter he wished to particularly draw their attentior. 
to, which was, that both the directors and staff of the company had 
experienced considerable trouble and expense through the attitude 
the Bournemouth Corporation had adopted towards the company. 
For many years past they had been subjected to the same obstruc- 
tion, and the development of their business had been retarded, but 
it had been far more acute since the Corporation had come to the 
conclusion that the company was going to be a prosperous one, and 
they had thought it desirable for them to acquire it. He only made 
those remarks to them in general terms, but if it became necessary 
at any time it would not be at all difficult to particularise. During 
the last few weeks the Corporation had been obstructive in the 
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general working of the company, and several notices and plans had 
been opposed without any special reason, and at the present time 
the company had two appeals before the Board of Trade for settle- 
ment. In times past they had only to give three days’ notice of any 
ordinary connection, but he believed now the surveyor had insisted 
upon a monthly notice, and he need not point out to them that it 
would be very detrimental to the businessof thecompany if a consumer 
bad to wait that length of time. He ventured to state that if the 
Corporation had adopted more conciliatory terms towards them, the 
company would have reached the progressive part at an earlier 
stage. That state of things he thought was not conducive to the 
interests of the residents at Bournemouth, for the fact of that 
obstruction had very much postponed the period at which the com- 
pany hoped to be able to reduce the price of their current. 

Mr. J. ATKINSON HoskER seconded the motion, and the report- 
wa8 adopted. 


Potteries Electric Traetion Company. 


Тыв fourth ordinary general meeting of tbe shareholders of this 
company was held on Tuesday last week at Hamilton House, Vic- 
toria Embankment, Mr. Emile Garcke in the chair. 
The CHAIRNaN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said that 
the accounts for the past year showed an advance and improvement 
in almost every direction. The few respects in which the position 
appeared to bave deteriorated were entirely beyond the control of 
the directors, but wherever the results had been capable of being 
improved by energy or close attention to detail, he was glad to say 
that, thanks to the managers and to the support which they had 
received all round, they had been able to effect improve- 
mente They were running at present something like 29 miles 
instead of 23 miles this time last year, and they had carried 
during the past year over 13] million passengers as against some- 
thing under 10 millions. The gross receipts from traffic had gone 
up from £53,290 to £73,590, showing an increase of something like 
£20,000. Other items of receipts also showed improvements. The 
expenses, be was glad to say, also showed a very matcrial reduction, 
though, unfortunately, owing to one or two items which had 
abnormally increased, the aggregate expenses did not retlect the 
reductions which had been effected, and the percentage of expenses 
to receipts, curiously enough, was exactly the same as last year, 
although the volume of business done was very much larger. In 
almost every respect the expenditure had been reduced, but there 
had been an increase in the items of local rates and third party 
assurance. The geueral expenses of administration appeared at the 
figure of £5,009 as against £4,769, showing an increase of about 
£240, but the rates and insurance alone had increased by over £900, 
which had more than neutralised all the savings they had been 
able to effect in the various other directions of expenditure. 
Those two items were of course entirely beyond tbe control of 
the directors. They were sometimes told that local rates 
tended to diminish by reason of municipal trading and similar 
causes, but although the rate per £ might not go up, the amount of 
rates that companies like themselves had to pay very frequently, 
increased by reason of increased assessments. The item of repairs 
and maintenance also showed an increase. They had spent £6,597 
as against £4,762 in the preceding year, but that was not really an 
increase, when they considered the fact that they were running 81x 
more miles than last year, and they also had additional power 
houses and car shops, and altogether were doing a much larger 
volume of business. He need only repeat what he said on the last 
occasion that the lines and the various properties of the company 
were kept iu a higb state of efficiency at the expense of the revenue 
for the year. That was a policy which the shareholders had already 
approved, and he trusted as time went on they would see the 
wisdom of having approved it, so the money they proposed to place 
to depreciation and reserve might in the course «f time prove to be 
a real nest-egg for any shortcomings on capital account, or to meet 
any calamity that might befall the company. There was a certain 
guarantee in working an electrical tramway that the lines were kept 
in a high state of efficiency, because the lines could not be worked 
economically if they did not do so, and they would see that thie 
percentage of expenses to receipts was no hicher than it was last year. 
If they could continue the efforts that they were making to still further 
reduce the expenditure, and they did not meet with any unexpected 
ealls in the way of increased rates, he hoped that the percentage of 
expenditure to receipts might be still lower. There were one or 
two reasons why the results of last year had not been better, the chief 
of which was the great depression that had existed in the Pottery 
districts, and he was afraid that state of things was likely to last for 
seme time. Agaiust that they had the very important feature that 
the electrical tramway industry was always a progressive опе. At 
the present time they were carrying the population of the Potteries 
something like 40 times per annum, and their estimates were 
based on carrying them at least 50 times per annum, 80 
that as yet they had not succeeded in tapping the whole of the 
business which they were fully confident trom their experience in 
other parts of the country was capable of being done. So far they 
had been handicapped by only being able to run single-deck cars, but 
on the new lines, which would shortly be opened, they would be able 
to run double-deck cars. On the whole, the board were satistied 
with the results achieved during the past year, and they trusted 
that they would be able to submit a better report in respect of the 
present year's operations. During the year they bad issued 2,000 
additional ordiuary shares and 2,000 additional preference shares, 
but so far they had only called up £1 per share, eo that they had а 
large balance of unissued capital. A further £75,000 of debentures 
was issued to the British Electric Traction Company. The new 
capital had been spent in the construction of the additional lines, 


and on the erection of additional plant and power houses, and they 
had also put down additional feeders for the more economical dir- 
tribution of current. They had also obtained 27 additional cars, 25 
of which were double-decked cars capable of carrying about 40 
passengers each, so that the whole of the equipment of the company 
was in a very complete condition. They had been pressed by th. 
local authorities to make many further extensions in the outlying 
districts, but tbe directora had thought it wise to defer the develop- 
ment of any further lines until the existing capital wae fully 
remunerative. In conclusion, the chairman referred to the estab- 
lishment of an express parcels delivery service in connection with 
the tramways, which he said was started shortly before last 
Christmas, and which so far bad answered their expectations. 

Mr. С. Е. M. CogNwaALLIS- WEST seconded the motion. 

Replying to a question, the CHAIRMAN said the company had 
made much more favourable coal contracts for the current year. 

The report was adopted. 


— —— ——[—— —— — 


English Electric Manufacturing Company. 


THE general meeting of this company was held at the company's 
Offices, Strand Road, Preston, on 19th ult. Mr. R. H. Prestwich 
presided. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, and the 
annual statement of accounts, said the gross profits amounted to 
no less than £69,407 12s., and after liberal provision had been made 
for depreciation, and deductions for debenture interest, dividend 
on preference shares, preliminary expenses, &c., there was a balance 
left of £27,479 16s. 5d. The amount of profit covered a period of 
18 months. Continuing, the chairman said that the first six months' 
operations of the company naturally did not result in any profit to 
the concern. The works were now fully equipped, and tbe pro- 
ductions of the company were despatched to almost every country. 
Having referred to the unfortunate illness of the managing director, 
Mr. Flett, who, be said, was now happily recovering, the chair- 
man stated that the directors bad decided to carry over the large 
balance of £27,479 168. 5d., which was sufficient to pay 13 per cent. 
on the ordinary shares, because they wished to make the concern as 
sound as possible. 

The report was adopted, the auditors re-elected, and, in response 
to a vote of thanks proposed by Sir WILLIAM MITCHELL-THOMPSON, 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the prospects for the ensuing year were 
of the brightest character. He further alluded to the success of the 
company in securing the London County Council's order. 


Dover Electricity Supply Company. 


SIR WILLIAM CRUNDALL presided over the annual meeting of this 
company on Wednesday last week, and in moving tbe adoption of 
the report, which has already appeared in our columns, said that 
for this year he had no hesitation in saying that they would pay a 
minimum dividend of 74 per cent. They had made a very 
favourable coal contract for tbe year which in itself gave more than 
1 per cent. dividend—the difference between the price of coal this 
year and last. Economies and improvements had also been made 
in working the plant. He referred at some length to the proposal 
of the Corporation to purchase the undertaking at £8 10s. per £5 
share, and he gave bis reasons for thinking it best in the interests 
of the ratepayers that the purchase should be effected. The report 
was adopted. | 


Bromley (Kent) Electric Light and Power Company. 
THE directors’ report to December 31st last says :— 


The progress made by the company during the year has been satisfactory, the 
lamp connections in Bromley having increased from 18,395 to 20,125, whilst 
6,691 are being supplied in Chislehurst. Applications for 2,000 aiditional 
lamps have already been received this vear. The sale of current has increased 
from £4,044 to 45,756. The result of the year's trading, including the balance 
£122 78. 10d. brought forward from last year, shows a profit of £3,461 0s. 5d., and 
after payment of debenture, and loan interest amounting to £2,525 2s. 2d., the 
amount available for dividend is £935 18s. 3d. The directors recommend the 
paymentof a dividend at the rate of 44 per cent. for the year, and that £400 be 
placed to a reserve fund for a renewal of plant, leaving a balance of £65 8s. od. 
to be carried forward to the next account, Extensions to the plant, which have 
been completed during the year, have enabled considerable economy to he 
etlected in the working of the station. It is proposed to submit a resolution 
authorising the directors to acquire an interest in the Chislehurst Electric 
Supply Company, Limited, by subscribing for the whole or part of the share 
capital of that company; also a resolution suthorising an increase of the 
debenture issue to £50,000; also a resolution to increa:e the number of 
directors to six, by the appointment of Mr. Edmund Charrington and Mr. John 
Cuthbert Wigham. One ofthe directors, Mr. Daniel Grinsted, retires by rota- 
tion, and being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 


The annnal meeting was recently held at the Bell Hotel. The 
chairman, Mr. GRIPPER, in moving the adoption of the report, said 
that on the year’s working they had increased their revenue by 
£1,700, whilst they had made a profit of £171 on the wiring account. 
The Ы Јапсе carried to net revenue account was £3,167, as against 
£1,812 last year. This extra amount of revenue had not been 
obtained by cbarging their customers more for their supply (as the 
same price was obtained now as in previous years), but by increasing 
their business. In 1900 the total number of units sold amounted to 
209,000, whilst last year it was 306,000, and to obtain this additional 
output only £100 of coal extra had been used. The total cost per 
unit in 1900 was 2°72d., and in 1901 it bad been reduced to 2 2d., or 
a reduction of juet over zd. а unit. These prices were due to the 
economical working of the station by the engineer. The accounts 
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showed that the profit on the year was £3,338, as against £2,009 
last year—an increase of £1,300. А dividend of 43 per cent. for the 
year was declared, £400 being placed to reserve for plant renewals. 


Resolutions were submitted to the meeting and passed authorising - 


the directors to acquire an interest in the Chislehurst Electric 
Supply Company by subscribing for the whole or part of its share 


capital, and authorising an increase of the debenture issue to 
£50,000. 


City and South London Railway Company.—A 
special general meeting was held on 25th ult. at the oflices, Fins- 
bury Pavement, Mr. C. G. Mott presiding, and resolutions were passed 
approving the Bill now pending in Parliament for incorporating 
the Islington and Euston Railway Company; the insertion of an 
. additional provision in the Bill on petition substituting the com- 
pany for the proposed Islington and Euston Railway Company, and 
authorising the City and South London Railway Company to carry 
out the works and exercise the powers contained in the Bill; and 
the provisions of a working agreement proposed to be entered into 
between the two companies were also passed. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Applications have been 
made to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to 
grant a quotation to:—Notting Hill Electric Lighting Company, 
Limited.—Further issue of 2,200 ordinary shares of £10 each, fully 
paid, Nos. 12,201 to 14,400. Application has also been made to the 
Committee to allow the following securities to be quoted in the 
Official List :—Brisbane Electric Tramways: Investment Company, 
Limited.—4:400,000 44 per cent. first debenture stock (redeemable), 
in lieu of the provisional certificates now quoted. Notting Hill 
Electric Lighting Company, Limited.—£50,000 4 per cent. first 
mortgage debentures of £100 each, Nos. 1 to 500 (registered). 
Willans & Robinson, Limited. Further issue of 26,666 ordinary 
shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 90,001 to 116,666; and 16, 666 
6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 
125,001 to 141,666. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


1 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
March 29th were £415; corresponding week last year, £117; increase, 
2268. Toe oon to date, £2,351; corresponding period last year, £1,883 ; 
increase, А | 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
March 5 were £4,210; corresponding period last year 43,581; in- 
Crease, , 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending March 28th were 
£6,121; corresponding week last year, 26,228; decrease, £107. Total 
receipts to date, £85,840; corresponding period last year, £79,295; in- 
crease, £6,605. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Mar. 30th were £2,655; corresponding week year, £2,122; increase, 
£583. Total receipts to date (18 weeks), £88,941; corresponding period last 
year, £26,487; increase, £12,504. Miles open, 63; last year, 43. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending March 21st :— 


Comparison 
with corres- 
каш ponding week 


Aggregate. 


No. 


Company. of last year. weeks. Атабий Inc. or Dec. 

+ — £ mw 

£ £ & 8 

Devonport * oe oe 848 — | — 11 4,8 18 TR — 
Dudley—Stourbridge 674 170 — 11 h, 960 1,815 — 
Gateshead * .. e 667 — — 11 7,067 — — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow; 449 274 — 11 1,133 2,202 — 
Hartlepool .. ee 181 5 — 11 1,90 — 26 
Kidderminster ee | 1105 20 — 11 1,021 101 — 
Merthyr* . ‚| 192 = — | 1 2,121 — — 
Oldham — Ashton 188 2 — 11 5,121 — 24 
Poole * ee ee ee 217 = Te 11 2,042 "Om — 
Potteries aw .. | 1,430 146 | — 11 15,258 512 — 
Southport... és 156 24 — 11 1,126 248 — 
South Staffordshiret 786 118 — 11 8,015 449 — 
Swansea os ee 441 43 — 11 4,490 870 — 
Taunton p ee oe 55 — — 11: 588 — E SÉ 
Tynemouth ;.. 42 200 10 — | il 2,039 10 — 
olverhampton Dist. 141 93 ed 11 1,883 872 — 


* Not in operation last year. 1 Partly steam. 
t Comparison from March 18th only. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending March 
28th were £284 4s. Ва, ; corresponding week last year, £163 7s. 3d.; in- 
crease, £80 17s. 5d. Total to date, £2.185 1s. O4d.; corresponding period 
last year, £1,998 5s. O4d.; increase, £186 168, Od. Miles of track open, B. 
Car miles run, 1002, 5,296; 1901, 5,114. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11, 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts forthe week ending March 
28th were as follows: D. U. T. Co., £3,415 10s. 9d. ; D. B. D. Co. £731 16s. 0d. ; 
total, £4,147 бв. 9d.; corresponding week last year—D.U.1. Co., £2,929 
зз. 5d.; D. B. D. Co., £620 108. 0d. ; total, £8,549 138. 6d. ; increase, £597 188. 4d. ; 
aggregate to date, 449, 82 бв. 9d.; last year, £46,935 19s. ld.; increase, 
42, 916 78. 8d. Mileage worked 46. 


Glasgow Tramways.— Week ending March 29th, 1902, £10,952 12s. 10d., com- 
pared with £7,999 3s. 11d. for the corresponding week last year. Since com- 
mencement of present financial year, June Ist, 1901, aggregate drawings are 
£508,042 5з. 7d., compared with £393,365 0s. 94, for thc same period in the 
previous year, 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.—The receipta for the week ending March 
30th were £1,418; corresponding week last year, £1,462; decrease, £41. 
Total to Пасс £17,560; corresponding period last усаг, £19,206 ; decrease, 
£1,837. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains, 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

Tue Stock Exchange returned to work in light heart on Tuesday, 
quite ready to make the best of anything which might favour 
rising prices. At the outset it looked as though the House 
had really come back to business, but as soon as the morning's post 
orders had been executed, it became obvious that there would be 
very little else for the markets to do that day, and consequently 
many members retired early. Nor did to-day show much increase 
in the volume of trade, and the holiday air will hardly be disposed 
of until next week. The clectrical supply section is fairly busy, 
but in the telegraph market there is very little going on, and the 
miscellaneous department, as a whole, is gently slumbering. 

The Brush Electrical Engineering report is one of the most 
interesting, as it is also one of the most disappointing, items of the 
week. Tie sharp fall that has occurred in the price of the shares 
during the past fortnight is now fully explained, but that some people 
should have had knowledge of the position for solong before the body 
of shareholders, and acted upon that knowledge, constitutes a grave 
irregularity, to put it mildly. Possibly it is those favoured few 
who got out of their shares much higher up, a few weeks back, who 
are now repurchasing, and giving the market some appearance of 
Strength. Business is being done at the middle price in both 
classes of shares. Carcful consideration of the report—which 
shows that the company made a gross profit of only £600 less than 
in the corresponding part of last year—does not make it clear why 
the Preference shares (non-cumulative, be it noted) should have to 
forfeit their half-year's dividend, when this time a year ago they 
were paid iu full, and the Ordinary received 5 per cent, That a 
reserve fund is necessary will be denied by no one, but when it 
comes to starting such a fund at the expense of holders of non- 
cumulative Preference shares, the matter assumes a complexion out 
of the common. Brush Preference proprietors have every reason to 
be disgusted with the report now presented. 

Central London stocks are lifting up their heads again, and the 
Ordinary has risen 2 since we last wrote. The impression is that 
the fall, like January’s rise, was overdone, and it is fairly pointed 
out by some that the line is not likely to earn less than its previous 
4 per cent. in this the Coronation year. And of course a pretty 
safe 4 per cent. home railway stock at anything beneath 110 is not 
to be by any means despised. The Preferred stock has stuck 
stcadily to 1044, and this security deserves more attention. It 
possesses all the necessary elements for a 5 point advance. Other 
electrical railway stocks display no change. Great Northern and 
City Preferred “ A " are about 84, while District and Metropolitan 
stand at 30 and 734 respectively. That they do not do all things 
better in France is shown by the lately-published Paris Traction 
Company’s balance-sheet, which shows a debit balance for the year 
of the enormous amount of 200 million francs, or, say, £800,000. 
This ghastly result is due largely to the fact that, having no experi- 
ence to guide them, the company’s directors agreed with the 
municipalities to charge fares which have proved ridiculously 
unremunerative. Our own London United Tramways Debenture 
stock is changing hands at 103, and in the last day or two there 
has been quite a smart rise ia London Road Car shares upon the 
introduction of the company's new horseless ommibuses. 

The telegraph market keeps firm, and how little it takes to in- 
tluence prices may be illustrated by the rise of a point in Anglo- 
American Preferred at the appearance of a buyer for the relatively 
small amount of £2,000 stock. Direct Spanish, Western Telegraph 
and Direct United States shares, are all marked єг dividend, but 
the nominal prices remain as before. Commercial Cable stock, 
however, has fallen $5, although the dividend deduction is only 
$1j. National Telephone issues are lifeless, but a fair amount is 
doing in Globe Telegraph and Trust shares of both orders, thc 


cheapness of the prices attracting investors’ attention. The Pre- 
ference look a thoroughly sound lock-up, aud there cannot be much 
risk in buying the Ordinary at £1 under par. Marconi shares fail 
to improve to any extent, despite the publication of the agreement 
arrived at between the company and the Canadian Government. 
The price is still 31. ч f 

The quoting of several more electricity supply shares ex dividend 
has produced little effect, Notting Hills being the only ones lowered. 
There is still a demand for Debenture issues, and small rises arc 
scored by Charing Cross Debenture and City of London Second 
Debenture. The South London Company’s report is out, but has 
given no fillip to the price of the shares. Chelseas are 4 better. 

In the Miscellaneous division, Henley’s have shed 3, and thus 
dropped into line with Callender’s again. Telegraph Manufacturing 
Preference are ex half-a-crown dividend, but keep at 53, Babcock 
and Wilcox are a fraction harder at 3j4,, and Willans & Robinson 
remain at 9). Castner-Kellner shares at 3, and the 44 per cent. 
Debenture stock at 90 are about the same, while Castner Electrolytic 
Alkali (C. S. A.) 5 per cent. Debentures are 904. Westinghouse 
Preference shares can be bought at j; under £6, and Electrolytic 
Alkali Ordinary shares аге g, the Preference commanding à morc. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 
N 
Present : Quotati week ed 
Issue, тни April 2nd. April 2nd, 
1909. 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. sa . | 99 —103 | 99 —103 
95, 000 | Amazon Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 95, ‘000 . sea * e sa 34— 4 | 3i— 
119, ,7001| Amason Telegraph 5 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. 8 А . |70— 80 | 70 — 80 
804, 720 | Anglo-American Telegraph "T - Stock 73/6 | 34 619. | 46 — 49 | 46 — 49 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6 9, Pref. eee өөө [II 6 6 6 89 = 91 90 == 99 
8,097,640 Do. do. Deferred c see coe |Btock|£1 7s. | 5s. 2a. 74— 72. | 74— 72 
Chili Nos. 1 to 44,000 eve eee soe 06 5 4 5 Ф ee — 4 
18,883, 300 Commercial Cable ... 8 - .. |155 —165  |150 —160 xd 
1.741, % Do. do. Btetling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. |8 ed... [95 — 97 |94 — 96 xd 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph eee ect (T) өөө өөө eee 7 y ^ eee TD 44— 44— 53 
6,000 Do. 10 % Pref. eee eae coe eee eee * * „өө E — 14 E — 14 d 
19,031 Direot oe Telegra egraph eos eve eee ove eee 4 4 ° — 4 — 4 x 
000 do. 10 Oum. Pref. eee TIN eee 990 eee ees — 93 81— 93 
80,000! Do do. Debs. өөө eos eee eee eee eee 98 —102 98 —102 
60,7102 пиеса pem сазе or * Ве. "Deb, nds 20 | 38% | 31% | O 94— 105 | 94j— 101ха 
Direct e, wi : = E 
101,300; оте 4 10 99 —102 | 99 —102 
4,000,000 Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Btock - eee 000 eve 7 y ^ 7 96 eee 125 —135 125 —135 
1,930,807 Do. нр. Btock ees eee aoo ry) eee 85 — 88 85 == 88 
1,432,268; Do. 4 Mort. Deb. Btock Bed. eee eee eee ee 000 105 —109 105 —109 
$00,000 | Eastern Extension, Australasia, snd China Telegraph ne 79,|795 | .. 123— 13} | 124— 134 
890,000; Do. оса i Tel aph, $ M Deb. TY) toe oe 108 —113 108 —113 
Eastern an can egra 4 ort. = ae 
800,0007 { & Nan te, 3 680 ed. 1009 SR 99 —102 99 —102 
200,0002 Do. 4% Hog. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 T .. |100 —103 % [100 —103 
180,327 | Globe Telegraph and Tut. 54% | 53% | ... | 8)— 94 | 84— 94 
180,042 do. 6 % Pref. 00 a00 ees ecc [TID 000 124— 134 124— 134 
and a е, 4 lst А Е E 
170 do- Huropean Telegraph ghee ae P 0% | ө p s = 
ogra eee eos eee 10 1 eee = — 9 
100,0002; London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 Debs. 927 $us РАК ee .. 100—104 100 —104 
72,680 Montevideo Limited, т 1 to 72,680 .. 24 eec eee i— 4 i— 
983,333 | National . Pref. Stock es« i — 5 5 5 % 95 — 99 95 — 99 
200,000 Pref. shares  ... ae се idy 9 31 38 3$— 3j i— 
1,966,667 De Def. Stock . | .. | 60 |64xd|60 — 64 | во — 64 
15,000 Do. 6 Cum. 1st Pret. eee eee eve 6 6 6 13 = 15 13 — 15 
15,000 Do. 6 Oum. and Pref. 00 eee ee 6 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 
2 Do. 5 55 Non-cum. 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 b b b 4Ai— 54 44— 54xd 
2,000,000? Do. 83 Deb. Stock Red. eec eee Stock 91 $3 33 93 — 96 == 96 
500,000; Do. 4 95 Deb. Stock Red.... . vee e | 4 4 101 —105 101 —105 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone Blec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid | 15 Y 6 S. i— 1— 1 
100,000 Pacifie and European Tel., 4 P Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... ie aes 99 —102 | 99 —102 
D 11,839 Beuter's oon TI. TI. eee Im, 0 eee eon 815 % 5 % е 64— 74 64 — 
8,903 Submarine Cables Trust oes өөө eee Tm TT TT TT 119 —125 119 —125 
United Biver Plate 3 e 7 ... , 4—64 4— 

40,006 5 % Cum. pret. Nos. 1—40,000 °з» eee * 44— 5 44— 5 eoe ° 
179,947; Do. = 5 % Debs. eee oes eee 0 ee oe 102 —105 102 —105 1024 0 
165,600 West African Telegraph, 5 Ф Debs.... ы . e eee ees 99 —101 99 —101 99 ees 

80,008 West Ooast of America, Nos. 1—30,000 and 68,001 —53,008 eee 0 — — 8 eee eee 
150,000; Do. do. 4 V Debs., PT ee Bub. Tel. oe eee 99 —102 99 —102 eee 

ч 207,980 | Western eines m Ltd., Nos. ‚930... - ee 7%|7% 12 — 13 12 — 18 xd 124 b 

75,0001 Do. 5 Debs. 2nd serios, 1906 И eos ee oe 02 —105 102 —105 coe eee 
848,7771 Do. do. Deb, Bed. eos IM T - 99 —102 99 —102 . 

88,921 | West India and Panama ph ... ove . V. , 4— 2 — 2 iii 

84,563 Do. do. do. 6 Саш. ist Pref. eee eee 5 — 54 5 — eve 

4,669 Do. do, do. 6 Cum. 2nd Pret. LTD eee eet 34 — 4} 34— 4} | eee 
~ 80,0003 Do do. do. 5 X Debs.. Nos. 1 to 1.800 100 ; т | 100 —103 100 —103 | 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 

100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... 1 "T — $ à8— 8 re 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 M —105 | 98 —108 xd 101 | 1012 
19,661 | Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Sup., "ia 101 to 19,761 516% 169$ 3% | 88— 94 82— "T 

,000 Do. do. 7 96 Саш. Рге.... е eve ee 82 — 9 8 — 9+ 8i 8-3, í 
Oharing Oross and Birand Electricity Supp - ese 59 9 V 10 | 9 — 10 9 — 10 94, ... 
50,000 do. 404 Саш. 5 200 aoe 000 54 — 51— 53 56 eee 
350,000 ope ва“ Е чйр, Ot 4% Deb. Stock Red. 100 EA 104 —106 [105—107 106 
000 % ety y, Ord. eee eee ooo eee 6 5 == 5 34— 32 58 ose 
150,000 Do. Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock - .. |110 —113 110 —113 T ees 
70,579 | City of London gene Lighting, 40,001—110,579... | 10 | 49% | 0 @ 5%|в8— 9 | 8— 9 б 

40,000 Do. Oum. Pref., 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 *. | 12 — 13 12 — 13 T 
400,0001 Do. Deb. Stock, Scrip. (іва. at £115) all paid | ... | .. | .. | ... |123 —128 |123 —128 D as 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certi, ~: 100 | .. | .. | .. 101 —104 [102—105 104 1033 

40,000 County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 4 % +% 4% | 8&$— 94 | 84— xal .. | .. 

20,000 do. do. Pref., 40, 001—60,000 10 6 6 .. | 12 — 13 12 — 18 xd) .. T 
4.00,0001 De Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs (al paid) Bd. „ 107 —110 107 —110 | ... | ... 

$5,500 ' Edmundson’s Elec. Corp., Ord. Shares m 5 6 7 6 — 63 6 — 63 6i 676 

20,000 Do do. 6 % Cum. Pref. = AUN Rite en 6— fi | 6— 6 | &l бу 

120,000: 44 % 1st Mort. Deb, Stock.. 1000 |... 106 —109 [106 —109 M 
21,000 йаша and Кызый Electrie, Ord.  .. 5 117% 12% | 10% 10 — 11 |10— 11 103 | .. 
| 90,000 Do. do. 4% Deb. Stock tock| .. - 101 —104 |101 —104 eo eve 
| 110,000 London Electric suppl Corporation, pes Ord.  .. 3| ose А li— 2 14— 2 och T 
| 49, Do. do. 69, Pref. | 5| .. 4— 5 | 4— 5 xd 4i 
$50,000 do. do, 4% Let Mt. Db. Stock Rd. Stock 95 —1 95 —100 : 
98,769 ныл Electric Supply, 101 to 62,500 10 5 %|6 * |64% | 144— 154 | 144—154ха| ... 
220,0001 Do. 43 Mortgage <r ges Stock iss "m 111 —115 |111 —115 T 
250, Do. 34% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. - s - 98 —101 | 98 —101 

8,652 | Notting Hill Hlectrio Lighting m ae ies oe | 10 |7 795,16 144 — 154 | 14 — 15 xd 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall Mali Electric Light, Ord. .. oe 5 148% 14195 14495 | 14 — 15 14 — 15 
20,000 do. 7 % Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 | 5 7 8— 9 | 8— 9 

150,000! Do, 8 ФІ Deb. [III 00 ee eo ee 98 —101 98 —101 TP TI 

Bmithfield Market Liess 3 . eee 5 ee eot ee 1$— 21 12 — 23 eee oes 

60,0002 Do. tad eee ee 5 °з eee 906 80 — 90 80 — 96 * eos 

685 Bouth London Mlectricity Ba арр, eee 900 | — 21 3 — 23 е 

109,518 | Westminster Electric Supply. РИЯ 885 5 18 = 104% 104% 11 — 12 ll — 12 | AN 
. n: to td al barge are uotations on а Ытегроо) Stock Eixohangs, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIBS.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
Stock Closing Sloane, Bagnese dons 
Present Dividends for 
Issue. Vin Share| the last three years, | Niar” 25th. April 2d. | April Sud, 190, 
i 1899. | 1900. | 1901. Highest | Lowest. 
20,000 British Aluminium 7 Qum. Pref. .. ee eee 10 ' sos ees eee 44— 53 44— 54 TT | eee 
300,000; Ро. do. 5% 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red. . we Вос ... m we | 88 — 92 88 — 92 is КРУ 
62,074 British Electric Traction TID ee eee eee eee 10 8 y 4 9 % eee 13 — 14 13 — 14 184 12$ 
90,000 Do. do. 2 Cum. Pref eee 10 ees eee вое 12}— 122 124— 123 125% ovi. 
600,0007 Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Btock vo. |Btock| ... ivi .. 1126 —129 |126 —129 126 | 125 
70,000 | British Insulated Wire a. des ies ёё 5 20 Y 15 $! ... 95 — 104 9) — 104 eee 
70,000 Do. do. 6% Oum. Pr Pref. see soo eee 5 oes eee eee 53— 61 53— 63 eos 
50,000 |{Browett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. "m we | £l| ... 8 s 138. to 158. 134. to 15s. X 
50,000 |T 6 % Cum. Prein. EI .. 16% to 17/6 | 16/6 to 17/6 Ж 
105,731 Brush Elecl. nging. 'Ord., 1 to 105,781 .. T M 2 607 Nil 1— 1 i— 1 1g YA 
150,000 Do. Non-cum. 6 % Pref. ... is ж 2| 6 3%] 1— 1j 1 — 14 13 14 
125,0637 Do. as 44 95 Perp. Deb. Stock me .. |Btock| ... je .. {101 —104 101 —104 ке 8 
125,000: Do. do. 44 9$ Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock .. |BStock| ... Jé: " 97 —100 97 —100 n yes 
30,000 | Callender’s Cable Construction s Nos. 1—30,000 ... 5 15 Y 15 V . |17 — 18 171 — 184 m "m 
40,000 Do. do. 5 Y Cum. Pref. ... ee us bj .. 89 "- 54— 6 53— 6 mS ide 
90,0001 Do. do. 4% 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red ... |Btock| ... eg .. |111 —115 |111 —115 ie 2 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock s авг wee |Btock| ... 80 4 | 99 — 102 101 —104 dus e 
440,100 | Do. do. 4% Pref. Stock ... ees ... |Btock| ... гә 4 ds —106 103 —106 103% | 102 
440,100 Do. do. Det. do. ass Stock Без 4 97 —100 97 —100 15 aes 
54,000 Dum pto TO Ma ы шо Bos Dole i m " 3| 7% 8% ; 3 — 34 8 — 33 ok 
: 0 . Debs., 1 о 
100, 0002 £100, and 901 to 11,000 of £50 red oes see oes cee 99 —1 4 100 —105 103 eee 
99,261 Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lgt., “A” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 5 6 2495 3 $ 1— ad - 
17,139 Do. do. do. "A" Shares, 01—017,139  ... 5| 6 24% 2— 8 2— 3 a SM 
344,028: Do. до. до. 4% Deb. Btock Red w [100 |... iss 78 — 83 78 — 83 "n & 
100,0002 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. сен. all pd. 100 | ... T 83 — 88 82 — 87 Kd 5: 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 sis 2169 6% 18— 1{ 1$— lj s ЕН 
31,390 Do. do. T Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... $e 2 | баз 24— 3 24— 3 ids ai 
182, 500 Do. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Brock .. |Btock| ... А 97 —101 97 —101 Рр abe 
18, 000 General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Cum. Pref. [117 oe eee 10 eee 9#— 10 9#— 10} von ее 
150,000 Do. do. 4% Mort. Deb T Stock 100 —103 98 — 101ха| ... 
95,000 Henley (W. T.) 5 Works, Ога. ... ces Ses 5 | 15 Ф| 20 20 95| 175— 184 | 17 — 18 à 
95.000 Do. do. 44 % Pref. 5| 48%! 4i 54— 6 6 x 
50,0001] Do. do. do. 44 Mort. Deb. Btock... 88 е .. |111 —115 |111 —115 : 
50,000 India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and thes ir да Works oe | 10 |16 Y 10 . | 21 — 22 21 — 22 218 | 21 
300,000: Do. do. ‚ do. 4 95 1st Mort. Deb... * | 100 99 —102 99 —102 xd| ... ss 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. AS iss we | 10 3% si 14% 5— 53 5 — 51 aes 
10,000 f Do. do. Pref., £10 paid ey ..| 10 11 — 114 | 11 — 114 A “a 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, he! Мов, 1 to fr 500 | 10| -— 154— 164 | 154—164 ге, isi 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref. . " oe | £lj| .. 177 19/- to 20/- ^ 2: 
37,350 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance ... ess oe | 12 | 15 173 20 * 35 — 38 35 — 38 37 35 
150,000: Do. 4 % Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1989. 100 .. 102 —105 102 —105 Sie T 
25, 000 Telegraph n Ord. Nos. 1 to ‘25,000 ... өз 5 | 12 12 * .. 103 — 118 103— 114 11{ 
20,000 Do. 5 95 Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000.. 5 5ġ— 6xd| ... 
924 


6400007 Waterloo aad ity Railway, Ord. Stock- i гг 


+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


Consolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance, Mik · 
National Electric Wiring, }{—i?. 
* From Birminghsm Rbare I. et 


From Manchester Share List. 


CHEMICALS. &o. This week. Last week. Ino, or Deo. 


t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


оныла шюр; and a Electric (£ өүү 


§ From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY доот 


AT Ord. »9 144—165 
£10 pd.), 100—106. 
Bank rete of ы З геу cent. (February 6th. 1902). 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, April 2nd. 
METALS, &o, (continued,) 


| This week. Last week. (no. or Dec. 


— — ——— | eee U—ů án нити Айса. — ¼ — | — 


a 1 H rochlorio ..  .. ре ew E Š T Copper on E. Дай UM 3 7 21 г 
а 4 Sanden . . per ows. ва, ва o: € „ ‘Electrolytic) Bars .. per юш 468 £5 : 
a 6 ee ee oe cw ee e Й oe er ee 
a Aon Sel о. с Ber ows. 80% J- m 5 n : . ber ton 268 £68 ER 
а Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton сви сеи ee * Ebo " н H.O, Wire рег > Ps 8. 8 
a per ton se nite Rod ° ° ee eo per ibd. * Ы өө 
а Bleac powder ee ee рег ton 41 41 ° / | eet ee ee рө? Ib. 1^ 87 ee 
а Bisulphide of Carbon ..  .. per юл Hn € n German Silver Wire "s „ per ip r^i rh ae 
• т ton ъ one e . per 1. s oe 
в Bensole а ) ee - š [ed en. 36 90 is pinea abbor, d i fine às por Ib. là to 8/2 уң о 8/3 » 
а e e т U n ee 
a Copper Sulphate . Ber ton £20 £20 А ы j Pig (Cleveland warrants) . эш ton 46/11 4093 14d. inc. 
end, Nitrat 
a Lead, Nitrate per ton £94 EA $ « Forgings, according to s ве per ton} From #11 | From «11 а 
8 u te a per ton £81 £81 * í « Scrap, heavy.. се ee рег ton] 47/6 to £0'- | 47/6 to 50 / ES 
Mih Feronia y рег ton "e ar^ 19 € 4 Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton 12 rds A 2 a ha 
a e ee е е . 
a Naphiha, Golvent (00%, 3 1996). per gal, | 56 Д d Lead, Englirb nicis e£ рет s 12h 6 о £1189 .. 106/8 inc 
а otash ebro B Р e * eo ee ee per on ee 
& ж  Caustio 0 (6/509) D =” ton 224 494 i = Manganin Wire No. 98 .. . per lb. 8/- 6% ра 
а Bisulphate E por ton 295 £85 g Mercury per bot.] 48 15 £815 . ss 
a She per cwt 117/- 117/- d Mioa (in original cases), small . . per Ib. Sd. to 9d. | 84. vo ed. oe 
a Sulphate of "Magnesia .. ee per ton £4 10 £4 10 è d „ 10 " mere m perlb.| 1/99%02/0 | 1/0 to 2/9 "a 
а Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 26 5 А d large рег lb. | 8/8to 9/8 | #3 (0 1/8 ~ - 
a м Recor se „ регюп | £510 45 10 : p Phosphor Bronse, plain cas castings per Ib. 14 1/3 Iga. to 13 2: 
ee per n р рет to 1 = é ee 
м Beda, Cannio P white 70 %) es рег oon по 16 е 16 Pai 0 " A per Ib ош 1/3 From 2 we 
a oe per ton A atipum ae eo Por os. РИ 
а Е Bichromate, baus per Ih. 24d. 244. 1 Silicium Bronze Wire per ib. | 30d. to 1/- | 100 о 1/- x 
5 &oc'd'pg to üesc'p'n per ton] From £18 to 440 és 
METALS, &о. = in bars ө» 29 i PS 5% 
1 : 
b Aluminiom Ingots, in ton lots per ton 4148 £148 ks 4 т, uA ee рег ten 7120 #119 £1 ine 
b А W in ton lots per ton £934 2994 ee Д " eo ee por lb. 16 16 oe 
b 1 Sheet, in ton lots per n £191 2191 ee Mira Nos. 1 to is zs per lb. 1/6 1/6 А 
р Babbite’s metal in per #15 зо 2195 278 to 4128 pWhite Anti: friction Metals — 
е Brass ЕЕГ рег 15. ad. 62d. " White Ant“ brerd .. per ton] 486 to ДӨР! £85 to £65 ex 
в TY s oe рег 05 A ae ; Yarns, nine ioi Conon, on v i n ya. 2: an 
Г rawn ee 0 iQ. * . ` ee 
в = bé Heed Id. 1а. 1а. j : à B piy 10 Ibs. Russian der lb. ap. 4 $d. T 
5 W dE e 15. m КУ ; A i e eae 5 no P а лез 6 1 
€ eo U е LI ee 
9 Copper Bore (best selected) .. per ton £71 £71 k Ziro. Pb » Viele Моргавре pnd. j por don £22 10 822 10 ws 
a Messrs. G. Boor & Oo. f Indis-Rubber, G.-P, and Teleg. Works k Mesers. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
Quotations b The British Aluminium Oo., Ltd Quotations Д Messrs. James А Bhakrpeare, [Co., Led. Quotations | ™ Messrs. W. T. Glover а Co., Lèd, 
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WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY AND SUBMARINE 
CABLES. | 


By E. GUARINI. 


(Concluded from page 493.) 


WE will now see how duplex transmission can be realised with a 
coherer in submarine cables. We may say at once that duplex 
transmission is possible with a coherer in submarine cables, either 
by the differential system or by the Wheatstone bridge system. 


For the differential system we must devise a special coherer, a 
magnetic coherer, applicable, be it understood, to all the arrange- 
mente above described. Several experimentalisía, in particular 
Messre. Cervera, Tissot and Rochefort, regulate the sensitiveness of 
the coherer by magnetiam. They use filings and electrodes of 
magnetised metal, and by making a magnet or electro-magnet act, 
vary the sensitiveness of the coherer, by regulating the magnetic 


Fic. 12. 


cohesion, i. e., the pressure, of the filings. Thus Cervera regulates 
his coherer by means of an electro-magnet, the core cf which consists 
of the electrodes of the coherer and the winding of which is put in 
circuit with a battery and a resistance capable of being regulated. 
Thus we вее that a magnetic coherer can be obtained by constituting 
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the winding of the line wire. A very sensitive magnetic coherer 
can be realised by composing it of very fine filings, and using in the 
circuit of the coherera battery, the electromotive force of which is 
almost equal to that by which the coherer :8 acted upon. Tben the 
least compression of the filings is sufficient to make the current of 
the local battery pass through. Several times with Blondel coherers, 
with very fine filings and at the critical low-tension point, regulated to 


the highest degree of sensitiveness, it was sufficient to speak even gently.. 


on the tube for the current of the battery to pass. . Ne | 
This being the case we bave only to use a double winding for the 


electro-magnet of the magnetic coherer, each wire being wound in a. 


ч 
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certain direction in order Но realise (fig. 11) duplex transmission by 
the differential system. The arrangement shown in fig. 11 only 
differs from the ordinary system in that the magnetic coherer (with 
a battery and a relay or receiver in shunt) replaces the ordinary 


receiver. The Wheatstone bridge system is more easy of applica- . 


tion. In order that equilibrium shall be abeolutely perfect (for 
otherwise it would be necessary to use a less sensitive coherer, i.e., 
one worked by a greater difference of potential), we have only to 
substitute a coherer for the ordinary receiver (fig. 12). 

Fig. 13 shows the application of the coherer to the Anderson and 
Harwood method. 


Еа. 14. 


Fig. 14 relates to Stearn's differential method used by the Anglo- 
American Telegraph Company. 

Lastly, fig. 15 shows the application of the coherer to Ailbaud's 
method, which is a combination of the differential system and the 
Wheatstone bridge system. 

Another question which presents itself is the decohesion of the 
sensitive' tube. This problem could be solved by auto-decohering 
coherers. Only it does not stem to me that these coherers effect the 


Fic. 15. 


return with sufficient rapidity, owing to a certain inertia which has 
yet to be overcome. Ав to the ordinary coherers with metal filings 
which are made to return by the shock, they seem to me to act very 
slowly in comparison. 

The arrangement which, in my opinion, would give the best 
results from the point of view of speed, is that described in my 
English patent, No. 1,555, 1900, and shown in fig. 16. In principle 
it consists in making the coherer vibrate continuously ; for instance, 
by imparting a rapid rotary movement to it. The greater the 
speed at which the tube is made to rotate the more rapid is the 
decohesion. The above arrangement is not new in principle, since 
something similar was devised by Mr. Rupp in 1898 (Zlectro- 
technische Zeitschrift, 1898, p. 237), and proposed by Mr. Brown in 
1899 (English patent No. 19,710, 1599). Mr. Brown's patent, how- 
ever, is later than my Belgian patent, dated June 24th, 1899. 

This is the theoretical working of the arrangement: — If the 
tube bas lost its resistance it regains it again when it is shaken. If 
we conceive it in continuous motion, it will keep its resistance; if 
an electric wave strikes it, it loses its resistance for a moment to 
regain it immediately by reason of the motion imparted to it. We 
see that a coherer in continuous motion on being struck by electric 
waves reproduces with the eame rapidity changes of intensity in the 
current in the circuit in which it is placed." 

Of the three advantages to be gained by submarine telegraphy by 
using the coherer enumerated at the beginning of this article, the 
last two relate chiefly to new cables about to be laid. But as I 
have an absolute conviction that wireless telegraphy is well on its 
way to making sufficient progress to ensure communications satis- 
factory from all points of view, and that, on the other hand, cable 
companies will have the good sense not to sacrifice more capital 
without due reflection in establishing costly communication by 
means of cables which might be much more_ economically 
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established by wireless telegraphy, we will not confine ourselves 
merely to the first advantage—increase in the speed of trans- 
mission. 


B, Coherer; w u’, Connecting wires; e, Shaft set in motion by gearing ; 
hh’, Contacts; ff',Brushes; cc’, Terminals; 1, Wire which con 
ducts the variable current; s, Support; р, Battery; wand m 
primary and secondary of an induction coil; т, Telephone. The 
transformer п and m, and the telephone т, may be replaced by a 
relay or a receiver. 

Кто. 16. 


We may at another time examine how, by means of the imperfect 
contact, submarine cables can increase their efficiency by multi- 
communication. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


NOTES ON INDUCTIVE CIRCUITS. 
By W. BREW. 


(Abstract of Paper read at Dublin, January 23rd, 1902.) 


` INTRODUCTORY. 
Тнв effects produced with practical inductive circuits are full of 
interest to the electrical engineer, and perhaps in any particular 
case, this interest is not diminished by.the fact that with possible 
distortions of wrve forms and other disturbing influences, he is 
sometimes puzzled at the results obtained. 

In practical work with large plants, effects are so magnified as to- 
be noticed by an ordinary observer handling commercial instru- 
ments. 

Inductive circuits may be classed under two general headings : 
“Ferric Circuits,” and ''Non-Ferric Circuits," according as they 
contain or do not contain iron. 


FERRIC CIRCUITS. 


When we handle large magnets certain phenomena become 
evident, for instance, if it be necessary to remove a portion of the 
magnetic circuit of a fair sized bi-polar dynamo immediately after 
working, it will often be found that the parts adhere firmly together, 
but that this adherence can be greatly diminished by a few smart 
blows from a hammer. Again, if the machine when running fully 
excited be quickly stopped, it will often be found on lifting the 
brushes that a current is still traversing the shunt winding and 
armature, although the latter may have ceased to move for some 
seconds. This is, of course, due to the gradual demagnetisation of 
the field magnet. | 

We have, in fact, in the shunt winding of a large continuous 
current dynamo, an inductive circuit of such magnitude, that, by 
means of an ordinary voltmeter and ammeter, we may readily 
observe effects which would require experimental skill to demon- 
strate with more delicate apparatus. 

Taking the general definition that a circuit possesses unit self- 
induction when a current in it varying at the rate of one ampere 
per second induces an E. M. F. of one volt, we are met with practical 
difficulties in any particular case where a circuit contains iron in 
assigning to it any value of self-induction, for the counter E. M. F. 
induced in such a circuit by a varying current is affected by several 
quantities such as— 

(1) The variation in the permeability of the iron with the 
current. 

(2) Eddy currents produced in the iron of the circuit. 

(3) The effect of the coercive force of the iron, which consider- 
ably damps the self-induction in rectified current circuits. 

(4) The magnitude and rate of variation of the current, which if 
small and rapidly varying is practically unaffected by the presence 
of iron in the circuit. 

The self-induction of a circuit at any instant is the ratio 


25. where N is the number of lines of force interlinking the 


circuit at that instant and ï is the corresponding current flowing 
round it. 


- 
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The self-induction of the field windings of a large continuous 
current dynamo for a given value of the shunt current can be 


determined as follows :— 


Let the machine be ran at a constant speed on open circuit, and 
let the shunt winding be suddenly connected across bus bars having 
а stealy P. D. Take simultaneous readings of time and current and 


plot the curve A Take also time and volt readings between the 


terminals of the machine and obtain the =н curve. From these two 


curves values of TY can be determined. 


If the current through a choking coil, the P.D. between its 
terminals and the watts absorbed in it be observed, we find that 
Watts = amperes х volts x a constant. | 
If the current and P.D. curves are truly sinusoidal, the constant 
is the cosine of the phase difference between the P.D. and current. 
If the curves are not sinusoidal the constant is the cosine of the 
phase difference between the “ equivalent sine " P.D. and current. 


Non-Ferric CIRCUITS. 


Та some of the old sub-stations in Dublin the low pressure bus 
bars on the transformer boards are coupled by rows of parallel 
cables to similar bus bars on the feeder boards. 

In this case an interesting effect bas been noticed—in that those 
cables, which are towards the centre of the series, become hot at 
times of heavy load, while those at the edges remain cool, although 
the cables are all of the same section and very approximately of 
the same length. The distance between the centres of the central 
pair of cables is 1 in., whilst that between the outermost pair is 
1 foot, all the cables are 18 feet in length, and the cores are all 
0°1 sq. in. in sectional area. The frequency of the circuit is 
83 cycles per second. By calculation the self-induction of the 
central pair is 00022 henry, whilst that of the outermost pair is 
0-005 henry. The resistance of each pair of cables is 0:003 ohm. 
It follows that the impedance of the outermost pair is nearly 0:006 
ohm, while that of the central pair is only 0:0037 ohm. For the 
same P.D., therefore, a larger current will pass through the central 
pair than through the outermost pair. Hence the phenomenon is 
explained. 

| PoLvPHASE Ferric Ствсоттз. 

In dealing with two direct E. M. FV. acting in series upon a circuit, 
there are only two possible combinations in practice; the E. M. Fs. 
must either directly oppose one another or directly assist one 
another. With two alternating E.M.Fs. of the same periodicity, 
each having a ^ mean* value, z, we may also join them up in two 
Ways, but between the extremes, zero and 2 E, we may get any 
intermediate values in the resultant pressure acting upon the circuit 
according to the phase difference between the two E. M. Fs.; this is 
well illustrated in the case of three similar transformers having 
their primary circuits coupled across each phase of a three-phase 
main. We can join up the secondary terminals of a pair of such 
transformers to give in one case a resultant pressure across the two 
of УЗ times the pressure of either, or by reversing one of them we 
can obtain a resultant pressure across the two equal to that of either. 
Again, having joined up the secondaries of two of the transformers, 
the secondary terminals of the third transformer may be coupled in 
series with them in two ways, in one case, giving a resultant pressure 
equal to twice that of one of the seoondaries, and in the other case 
zero. From this it would appear that with the three secondaries 
coupled according to the former arrangement it would be possible to 


convert a three-phase current into a single-phase current at a pressure ` 


- times that between each phase of the primary circuits where r 


is the ratio of transformation of.each transformer. In practice, 
however, complications arise as regards the transformers, and the 
natural relationship which ordinarily exists between the magnetising 


component of the primary and secondary currents in the case of 
two of the transformers considered is seriously disturbed owing to 
the great phase displacements which exist between the single-phase 
current, which traverses in turn the secondary winding cf each 
transformer, and £he natural pressures induced in these secondaries 
by their primaries. 
PoLypHasE Nox-FERBIC CrinRcUITS. 

In the case of large transmission schemes the generators are 

usually star wound. The cables usually consist of three or more 


separate cores embedded in insulating material where an under- 
ground system is adapte? 


Consider the arrangement of circuits shown in the accompanying 
figure, where ei, ез and ез are any unequal E. M. Fs., and ву, Ba, Be 
are any unequal resistances joined by equal resistances тч, Te Ts 
to а central point o. If we imagine cyclie currents z, y, z flowing 
in each mesh we shall find that the current flowing in any radial 
conductor, r, say, is 


(1) А(®—у)=‹ {2 r (By + Ra + Rs) + B; (в, + R=) 

— е {r (Bi + Ra + Bs) + Bi Be} — e fr (By + Ra + Вз) + Bi Bs} 
where 

A = 3r7 (n + Be + Bs) + 2 r (Ri By + Ra Bs + RI Ба) + Bj Ba Rg, 


the values of (у — 2) and (z — x) being obtained by interchanging 
coefficients. 

We may now suppose e; es and ез to vary barmonically with a 
phase difference of 120°, and to have equal / mean? values, E. 


In the general case when е = E sin E | 


€) = E sin 6 — 25 – 
2 3 2 
eg = E віп (7-4")=-2 
2 3 2 
and € + e + е = 0. 


Substituting these values in (1) we get 


(2 A(e@—y)=8 2 r (AI + Ri + Bi) + в (ва + By) 

+ $ [r (Bi + By + Rs) + RI Ba] 

+ $ [7 (Ri + Ba + Rs) + Bi Ra] 
which enables us to calculate the current in any core, 7, of a three- 
phase cable, provided they can be considered as non-inductive. If 
balance exists, or в, = н, = ns, then the above expression reduces 


to 
(3) E 


у m ы ы 
R 

R 2276 

t- 


If the load be arranged star fashion, we obtain under similar 
conditions the resalt 


(4) — 2 
die ce 
It is interesting to note that under these conditions of symmetry 
we need only consider one core and one section of the load, and we 


can imagine a return conductor having no resistance joined to the 
central points. 


ELECTRIC FURNACES. 
By BEBTRAM BLOUNT. 


(Paper read at Manchester, March Ath, 1902.) 


(Continued from page 528.) 


In the second type of Cowles furnace hoppers and a tapping-hole are 
provided. They serve not merely for charging and drawing, but also 
for altering at any given point the amount of resistance material on 
the hearth, and thus controlling the heating effect of the current, 
and causing it to be approximately uniform from end to ead. The 
idea of making the charge itself act as the resistance for converting 
electrical energy into heat energy precisely at the place required, 
was extended by the Brothers Cowles in the best known form of 


their furnace, viz., that which was employed for making aluminium 

alloys, especially those with copper. Here the granulated copper, 
mixed with the charge of alumina and carbon, served as a semi- 
continnous conductor, the contact surfaces of the constituent parte 
of which offered sufficient resistance to ensure the production of 
much heat when a current was forced through. The ultimate out- 
come of their ingenuity is shown in the figure (fig. 8), repre- 
senting a furnace for making aluminium bronze. The are 
lettered similarly to those of the previous illustrations. type 
of furnace was successfully used for some years, but at the best 
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it would only produce aluminium alloyed with copper and generally 
containing iron and silicon as impurities. The Héroult apparatus, 
which produces unalloyed aluminium, soon replaced the Cowles 
furnace even for alloys, because it was found to be better to prepare 
& definite alloy by mixing the pure metals in an ordinary furnace 
as is done for brass, gan-metal and a host of similar alloys. It is 
interesting to note that in the series of Cowles patents there is one 
describing the use of charcoal with a wash of lime over the frag- 
ments composing the lining. The idea is elegant, and in the days 
when it was first set forth calcium carbide was barely known. If 
the packing of charcoal reached a temperature sufficiently high— 
and it probably did—there remains the doubt whether its limed 
‘surfaces would not be converted into calcium carbide and thereby 
become fusible and conductive. 

Having thus traced the origin of the two dominant types of 
electric furnace, I will give a brief description of a few examples 
belonging to one or the other class which exhibit points of indi- 
viduality and interest. 


CALCIUM CARBIDE FURNACES. 


The Wilson furnace differs but little from the vertical form of 
Siemens, but is worthy of notice, because it was employed in the 
early days of carbide manufacture, although originally irtended 


Fia. 9. 


for the reduction of aluminium, а purpose for which it was emi- 
nently unsuited. As will be seen from the figure (fig. 9), its con- 
struction is of the simplest. | 

There is a casing of fire-brick a, a carbon vessel в, with a 
tapping hole р, and a cover Е, through which passes a carbon elec- 
trode c, adjustable in height. The charge is introduced little by 
little, and as it is heated, fuses, forming a pool of calcium carbide, 
acting as the electrcde, between which and the carbon rod an arc is 
maintained. The tapping hole allows the fused product to be run 
off, and thus should permit the furnace to be worked continuously. 
For the successful attainment of this end, however, a considerable 
modification is needed, the hearth being much shallower, and the 
tapping very frequent. The high fusing point of calcium carbide 
makes all continuous processes depending on its being run out from 
the zone of formation somewhat difficult to work. Thus it comes 
about tbat most carbide is block " carbide. 

Another furnace of a simple kind which has been found fairly 
effective in practice is shown in the accompanying figure (fig. 10). 


4 


Fia. 10. 
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‚А is a cast-iron box lined with thick carbon blocks, B. The cavity 
с constituting the furnace proper is rather shallow; it is provided 
with a tapping hole, E. The upper electrode, р, ів a massive 
carbon rod of square section. The lower end is just clear of the 
top of the boxand of the fused part of the charge, the liquid car- 
bide filling the box. The raw materials (crushed coke and lime) 


are fed by hand into and around the arc which plays between the 
upper electrode and the carbide in process of formation. By 
judicious feeding the arc can be smothered to some extent, but 
even at the best a great part of it is exposed, and a considerable 
loss of heat results. The upper electrode can be gradually lowered 
as it is consumed. The chief merits of the furnace are its cLeap- 
ness and simplicity, and the fact tbat it can be worked continu- 
ously, the carbide being allowed at intervals to flow out at the 
tapping hole, and fresh raw materials being supplied round the upper 
electrode. A certain amount of hand labour is required, but it is 
not of a severe character. It will be seen that this furnace is not 
unlike the Willson furnace, but that no attempt is made to enclose 
the arc by the furnace wal!s. 'This is probably because in the 
Willson furnace tbe walls being conductive themselves form one 
of the electrodes and get unduly hot. A noh-conductive refractory 
material, such as magnesia, might turn the balance of advantage in 
favour of the Willson form. | 

Another type of furnace is that designed to make block 
carbide. The King furnace is an example. (Figs. 11 and 12.) It 
consists of a brick chamber, through the top of which the end of 
the upper electrode c passes; it is fitted at the bottom with a track 
4, which can be run into position and removed at will, and serves 
as the box to contain the carbide formed. The truck can be given 
a small reciprocating motion to help to shake down the charge, and 
to prevent the path of the current from being too localised. The 
raw materials are fed in little by little through side passages in 
the brickwork, and are exposed to the heat between the electrodes. 
The upper electrode is slowly raised, and thus a block of carbide is 
gradually built up. 

A second form of block carbide furnace is that usqd by the United 
Alkali Company at Widnes. | | f 

The distinctive merits of this furnace are, tbat the upper elec- 
trode is continuously immersed in the raw materials, and that the 
vessel containing these is slowly rotated so as to bring every part of 
the charge into the zone of activity. Thus there is maintained a 
constant supply of raw material immediately beneath tbe upper 
electrode, and no arc can form. The furnace is of the resistance or 
Cowles type, and the waste involved by the use of an open arc is 
avoided. In this way a block of carbide is gradually built up by 
feeding in fresh raw material (which may be done mechanically) 
and raising the upper electrode. When the block is finished the 
operation is stopped, the front of the crucible opened, and the 
block removed. Adherent raw material from the sides and crude 
carbide containing admixed raw material from the top are knocked 
off, and the sound well-fused block carbide broken up for packing. 

It will be observed that no attempt is here made to tap the 
carbide, and indeed it is doubtful whether this type of furnace 
could be used in this way without radical modification. 

In general 16 may be said block carbide is inferior to tapped 
carbide, but that its manufacture is easier. There is more chance 
of tbe carbide made in blocks enclosing unconverted raw 
materials. It docs not follow from this that the mat ufacture of 
block carbide is to be condemned. The inferiority of the product 
may be comrensated for by a better utilisation of energy, and if 
the carbide is bought on its assay value, the consumer may be per- 
fectly willing to buy the lower grade prcduct at a proportionately 
lower price. . | 

There are many forms of carbide furnace which, if examined 
with knowledge, might be grouped under one or other of the heads 
given above. It may be useful to consider on what lines a carbide 
furnace should best be constructed, and to attempt the design of 


. tuch a furnace. 


In the first place, the furnace should make carbide sufficiently 
fluid to be tapped and run away from the sphere of action. This 
requirement rules out block carbide, and makes the furnace of the 
continuous type. Next, it should not have an exposed arc, and 
the heat electrically generated should be conserved as much as 
possible. Thirdly, it should be so constructed that the containing 
vessel i8 hardly affected by the high temperature necessary to form 
carbide. I have endeavoured to embody these ideas in the fur- 
nace illustrated below (fig. 13). | 


‚ The furnace consists of a fire-brick casing a, with a magnesia 
lining в. The shape is conical, and at the bottom the furnace is 
contracted to form a hearth for the fused carbide. The tapping- 
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hole is at the bottom of this contracted part. The lower electrode 
is a carbon plate c, and the upper electrode a massive carbon rod 
D, of circular section. The raw material is fed into the annular 
space between the upper electrode and the magnesia lining in suffi- 
cient quantity to enclose and smother the zone of highest tempera- 
ture. This feeding may be done mechanically, and various devices 
suggest themselves, but it is probable that hand feeding will be at 
least as effective, because the amount of labour required is not 
great, and the variation of conditions is so large that the greater 
elasticity of hand fecding may be a poritive advantage For the 
safety of the workmen it may prove necessary to draw off the 
carbon monoxide by a fan through a side flue, leaving the top of 
the furnace open and uninterrupted for m nipulating the charge. 
In operating the furnace a pool of carbide will be formed and main- 
tained of such depth as to cover the hearth and to allow of tapping 
the pure and fairly fluid product, but the depth of this pool will be 
kept small, and special attention will be directed to maintaining its 
fluidity by the means indicated below. It will be observed that 
the cross-section of that part of the furnace immediately surround- 
ing the lower end of the upper electrode is considerably greater 
than the cross-section of the bearth on which the carbide collects. 
Thus the smaller se-tion of tte column of carbide compensates for 
its conductivity being greater than that of the raw materials; the 
desired temperature can be maintained, and the carbide will remain 
sufficiently fluid to be tapped.* 

It is evident that a furnace of this description, which is con- 
tinuous and has а large part of its contents at so high a tempera- 
ture as to be fluid, can hardly be worked on any system which 
depends on the raw materials forming a protective lining, for this, 
from the vature of the case, cannot protect the hearth or crucible 
where a pool of fused carbide is always present. That part at least 
must therefore be protected by a refractory lining. Carbon might 
be used but for its conductivity, which would allow the current to 
reach the upper electr;de without passing through the fused carbide, 
leaviog this comparatively cool and liable to solidify. Magnesia 
is the most suitable material It is not reduced by carbon, does not 
yield а carbide and is extremely infusible. It is not a good non- 
conductor of heat, but the difficulty thus caused can be overcome by 
supplying the lining with a backing of fire-brick, as shown in this 
figure. I am of opinion that this will be the type generally adopted 
as long as the carbide industry is at its present somewhat crude 
stage. If it is fouud feasible to heat the raw materials by non- 
electrical means to а point approaching the temperature of forma- 
tion of carbide, then to raise them through the last 1,000* C. or so 
electrically, to work regeneratively, and to utilise the bye-product 
carbon monoxide, the aspect of affairs will be profoundly changed. 
Until then the simple type of furnace described may be considered 
as an attempt to mect present needs in a rational maaner. 


(To be concluded.) 


ELECTRICAL MATTERS AT THE LONDON 
COUNTY COUNCIL. 


— 


Тнв Council, at its meeting on Tuesday last week, resolved to lend 
£7,295 to the Hammersmith. Borough Council and £4,873 to the 
Islington Council for electric lighting purposes. 

shallow Tramways and Tube Lines.—' The Parliamentary Com- 
mittee reported that the Council's Subways and Tramways Bill, 
which sought power to evable the construction of a subway from 
Victoria Embankment to Southampton Row, had been read a second 
time in the House of Commons. It was originally proposed in the 
Bill to obtain a general power to make subways for the reception of 
pipes and wires, and to work tramways therein. These proporals, 
however, gave rise to considerable opposition, and it was thought 
advisable to arrange forthe withdrawal of these clauses. 

With regard to the tube railway Bills, the Committee stated that 
every effort bad been made by the Council with a view to some 
action being taken in the sense of a more direct control and super- 
vision being obtained of all projects for such underground railways, 
as suggested by the Joint Committee of Parliament of 1901. The 
Committee had communicated with the President of the Board of 
Trade, and a deputation from the Highways Committee, which 
waited upon him on the subject of shallow tramways, had also 
adverted to the matter, апа the Committee gathered that the 
President would give favourable consideration to the question next 
session. In tbe meantime the Committee mentioned tbat a report 
on the whole : ubject of tube railways would be presented after the 
Easter vacation. 

Mr. VE&NEY drew attention to the fact that the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Committee suggested the institution of more direct control 
over underground electric railways. Не contended that the pro- 
poral should be extended so as to include the control of the con- 
struction of the railways in such a manner as to cause the least 
possible annoyance to neighbouring owners and occupiers in con- 
sequence of vibration. The report of the Committee, of which 
Lord Rayleigh was chairman, stated that vibration could, to a large 
extent, be stopped by proper construction, and in order that the 
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It is curious that no one appears to know the fusing period of 
calcium carbice. Moissan speaks of it being liquid at a red heat, 
but these who have seen it tapped from a carbide furnace will pro- 
bably agree that this is an understatement. I have failed to 
fuse it in an injector furnace capable of giving a temperature of 
1,200" C. | 


Council might register its opinion on the subject, the speaker pro- 

posed that the report should be referred back to the Committee. 
Mr. J. W. BENN seconded the amendment, on the ground that the 

question was entitled to more consideration than could be given on 


'that occasion. 


Mr. McKinnon Woop remarked that the object of the Committce 
in bringing forward the report was to show that the Council had 
done its best in order to secure that the question of underground 
railways should be dealt with on some comprehensive scheme. The 
subject had been pressed upon the attention of the Government, 
and although nothing had at present been done, the Committee 
desired to make it perfectly clear that it was not the fault of the 
County Council. He agreed that the report should be taken back 
by the Committee. 

The amendment, on beivg put to the vote, was carried. 

Lighting of Places of Entertainment.—The Theatres Committee 
reminded the meeting that the revised regulations approved last 
July did not contain any clauses in regard to the electric lighting 
and heating arrangements at places of public entertainment. Аз 
soon, however, as regulations had been prepared, the Committee 
submitted them to the London Entertainments Protection Associa- 
tion for consideration and suggestions. An electrical expert had 
been appointed by the association to confer with the Council's 
engineer, and as a result some slight modifications were proposed, 
which the Committee were able to accept almost in their entirety. 
The regulations had been amended, and were now in accordance 
with tne views of the association, and on the recommendation of 
the Committee the Council resolved to approve them. 

The Council resolved to approve plans for tle extension by the 
Woolwich Borough Council of the generating station in White Hart 
Road, Plumstead. It was decided to retain the system of wireless 
telegraphy between the street fire brigade station at Streatham 
Green aud the itemporary fire station iu Mitcham Lane until the 
completion of the new Streatham station, on the payment of £25 
per annum to Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company. 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


ORDINARY MEETING, HBLD MancH 14th, 1902. 
Mr. S. Lupton, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


A PAPER on “Tre THERMAL EXPANSION OF PORCELAIN,’ was read 
by Mr. A. E. Turton. 


Tne SECRETARY then read а paper by Mr. W. WILLIAMS оп “THE 
TEMPERATURE VARIATION OF THE ELECTRICAL RESISTANCES OF 
Рсве METALS AND ALLIED MATTERS.” ^ 


Ir the first part of the paper an attempt is made to correlate the 
periodic variations which pure metals exhibit as regards tbeir 
atomic weights, chemical valencies, melting points and elcctric 
resistances. If m is the chemical valency, у the atomic volume, 
0 the absolute temperature, т the absolute melting point, and с, or 


vå a t, the constant of Pictet’s Law,then с с їе 
(H * 


where o is the 
specific resistance at 0° C. This relation holds for most of the 
metals, but fails for gold, iridium, tin, and aluminium, and also for 
metals cf the iron group. The temperature resistance coefficients 
of pure metals are not equal to 213. and an expression for the 
change of resistance with temperature has been deduced which holds 
approximately for many metals. The author also obtains simple 
expressions for the average increment per degree of the specific 
heat of metals, and for the ratio between the specific resistances of 
the solid and liquid states of a metal at the temperature of fusion. 


A PAPER entitled “ A SUSPECTED CASE OF ELECTRICAL RESONANCR 
or MINUTE METAL PaABTICLES Fon LIGHT WavE8: A NEw ТүгЕ 
OF ABSORPTION,” by Prof. R. W. Woop, was read by the SECRE- 
TARY. | 


Experiments оп which the author has been engaged have led him 
to believe that he has found a new type of light absorption, which 
it may be possible to refer to the eléctrical resonance of small 
metallic particles for waves of light. Metallic deposits on glass 
bave beeu produced which are shown by the microscope to consist 
of particles less than the wave length of light, and which, 
by tranemitted light, exhibit colours as brilliant as those 
produced by aniline dyes. The author has sought to 
explain these colours by interference and diffraction, and 
has been forced to accept the hypothesis suggested in the title 
ofthe paper. The metallic deposits can be obtained by heating 
small fragments of the alkali metals in exhausted glass bulbs, when 
the vapour condenses on the cold parts of the bulbs and forms the 
films. It can be shown that the colours are due to the presence of 
me'allic sodium (in the case in which sodium has been used) hy 
allowing air to enter the bulb; oxidation takes place and the film 
vanishes. In some experiments the air has been allowed to enter 
very slowly, and the changes which tbe film undergoes before it 
vanishes have been examined. The particles which form tbe 
deposits can be classed under three heads:—(1) Coarse particles 
which diffract or scatter ligbt and give the bulb a silky lustre; (2) 
minute particles very close together, which regularly retlect those 
wave lengths absent in the transmitted light, but give no scattered 
light; and (3) minute particles far apart which diffuse light of the 
same wave lengths as those which are, to some extent, absent from 
the transmitted light. 
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By observing the spectrum of the transmitted light the author 
has examined the changes in colour which accompany changes in 
temperature of the films. The paper gives an account of the rela- 
tion between the colour of the film and the size and distribution of 
the particles, and also of the behaviour of the films with polarised 
light. Experiments upon the electric resistance of the filme have 
proved that they are non-conducting. The author concludes by 
stating that at the present stage it is impossible to decide cither in 
favour of or against the theory of resonance. The idea of resonance 
has proved a useful working hypothesis for explaining some of the 
phenomena described in the paper. 

The SECRETARY read a letter from Prof. R. Threlfall, drawing 
the attention of the author to some experimenta upon the same sub- 
ject published by him iu 1894. Particles of gold and platinum 
were deposited in a liquid, and good scattering of light obtained in 
all cases. The polarisation angle was exactly the same as with non- 
conducting particles Prof. J. J. Thomson has shown that the 

iar scattering effect is only to be expected within very narrow 
imits as to size of particles. The colours observed by Prof. Wood 
should only be noticed when the particles have a very restricted 
size, and evidence in favour of or against tbe author's theory should 
be afforded by comparing the observed and calculated sizes of the 
particles. The value of the polarisation angle of the scattered 
light obeerved by Prof. Wood is evidence in favour of the theory 
suggested. 

The Снатвмлх pointed out that the experiments had probably 
been rendered difficult by the different colours in which the oxides 
of sodium and potassium can exist. 

The Society then adjourned until April 11th. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS ON SWITCHGEAR. 


By C. C. GARRARD, PhD. 


IN a recent paper read before the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Manchester Section),* Mr. H. W. Clothier has 
given an admirable classification of the various forms of 
switchgear at present in use, and called attention to several 
points in connection therewith. Perhaps the most necessary 
property which a switchgear should possess, is that in 
performing the operations for which it is intended, it should 
not cause rises or surges of potential in the circuit. This is 
most important with high-tension systems in which the factor 
of safety of the insulation is necessarily lower than on low- 
tension systems. It is to be feared that this subject has not 
been given the attention that it deserves, as is to be seen in 
the switchgears manufactured by some of the leading firms 
which are eminently unsuitable for the purposes for which 
they are made. It is, indeed, very difficult to get reliable 
information as to the action of the switchgears at 
present installed in our central stations. This ів 
due to the fact that if care be taken it is very 
seldom necessary to use the switchgear of a station 
to the full extent and to carry out the operations 
for which it is supposed to be designed. Thus it is often 
usual in high-tension and extra-high-tension stations never 
to use the generally elaborate charging gear provided for 
bringing the feeder cables up to full potential. The feeders 
are either left continually connected to the bus bars, or else, 
if it be desired to connect a cable up, the bus bar voltage is 
lowered and the cable run up on the machines. This, of 
course, necessitates the lowering of the voltage of the entire 
system for a short interval of time. 

The writer has recently made some experiments, the 
object of which was to find out what would be the effect of 
allowing arcs to occur in a circuit possessing capacity, that 
is to say, allowing the capacity of a high-tension cable to 
play across an air gap, forming an alternating current arc. 

A quarter of a mile of B.I.W. 7/20 lead-covered high- 
tension concentric cable wound on a drum was taken, and at 
one end the inner conductor was connected through a horn 
switch provided with a brass block, which made connection 
between the two horns, in series with a standard Ferranti oil 
break switch, to one end of the high-tension side of a 5-Kw. 
transformer. The other end of the high-tension winding was 
connected to the outer conductor. The other end of the 
cable was provided with an adjustable spark gap between 
inner and outer. The transformer was run off a copper type 
alternator, which gave a nearly true sine curve. The voltage 
on the cable was 4,000 volts. The spark gap at the far end 
was adjusted with a sufficient margin so that it did not spark 
across at the normal voltage. The charging current of 
this cable is, of course, very small, and a sufficiently low 
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reading ammeter was not at hand to measure it; the 
presence of a capacity current, however, could be seen in 
that an arc occurred when the horn switch was opened. On 
raising now the brass block which made connection between 
the two horns, this arc could be gradually increased in 
length from zero upwards, and it was found that at a 
particular length of arc the spark gap at the end of 
the cable invariably sparked over. There was no question 
of the arc breaking and thus causing the spark gap to go ; 
always when the arc was a certain length the sparking at the 
gap took place. This is, of course, perfectly analogous to 
opening this high tension alternating cable circuit by any 
form of open flare switch. If now the horns were shorted 
and the circuit opened by means of the oil break switch no 
sparking at the gap occurred. The result that the arcing 
switch, under the conditions present, caused rises of P.D. in 
the cable was very conclusive. As to an explanation of this 
phenomenon, the following consideration may be of service. 


The condition of stability of an electric circuit is that its Е 
should be positive (v = volts, а = amperes). Now an 


arc in air is an electric circuit whose x ів very liable to be 


negative—this being the reason that an arc lamp, for 
example, will only run with a balancing or steadying resist- 
ance in series with the arc. The same thing applies to the 
filament of a Nernst lamp when overrun. In drawing out 
an arc in the above cable circuit the condition is possible, 


at a particular length of the arc, in which the positive I 


of the circuit is more than counterbalanced by the negative 


до of the arc, the result being that the whole circuit is 


да 

rendered unstable, and an abnormal rush о? current 
occurs, which charges up the cable to а higher volt- 
age, eventually breaking its insulation down at ita 
weakest point, in this case the spark gap. It would seem 
that an effect such as this is different to that prodaced 
by breaking an inductive circuit suddenly. As has been 
recently shown by Steinmetz, this is due to the energy 
of the induction suddenly collapsing on to the conductor, 
and charging it up electrostatically. In this connection the 
difference between the action of an oil break switch on 
alternating and continuous current is very marked. Ехрегі- 
ence has shown that an oil break ‘switch, which will act per- 
fectly well for breaking 400 to 500 kw. at 6,000 voks 
alternating current, will fail to act on 2,000 volts direct 
current, at loads from 100 to 200 xw. The oil break switch 
is, in fact, with alternating current, not a quick-break in the 
true meaning of the word. An arc is drawn out for a 
certain very short interval of time underneath the oil. 
This arc can be looked upon as a mechanically weak con- 
ductor, upon which the oil presses and tends to rupture. 
Naturally the arc is mechanically weakest at the point 
where no current is passing; at this point the pressure 
of the oil overcomes the arc, and  extinguishes it. 
'The first time therefore the current crosses the zero line, 
the arc is put out. The current at this instant being zero, 
no rise in potential due to induction can occur. It is easy 
to see from this that the maximum energy required to be 
absorbed by the oil is that of half a complete cycle. Рго- 
vided the amount of oil be kept above this minimum, no 
danger of firing of the oil is to be feared. As a matter of 
fact, all good oil-break switches have a large factor of safety 
in this respect, and the great advantages they possess, in 
every way, over open flare switches for high tension alter- 
nating current systems are becoming generally recognised. 


REVIEWS. 


Class List and Inder of the Periodical Publications in the 
Patent Office Library. London: 1902. Price 6d. 


This is a guide to the consultation of back numbers of 
periodicals, which have been arranged in the new library at 
the Patent Office in such a manner as to be very much more 
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accessible to the public than was formerly the case. In 
passing, we wish to draw the attention of our readers to the 
admirable arrangements made for their comfort and con- 
venience in the new building; the library is housed in a 
lofty, well-lighted hall, with glazed roof, ronnd which the 
books, periodicals, &, are arranged on stacks of shelves, on 
the ground floor and two galleries. Current periodicals are 
placed on tables on the ground floor, between which are 
dwarf presses containing the back numbers of the current 
volumes in boxes. The bound volumes of periodicals are 
shelved on the first and second galleries, where they can be 
consulted without the intervention of an assistant. 

The class list contains an explanation of the system of 
classification, a classified catalogue, aud an alphabetical title 
index. The classification consists of 10 primary classes, 
with sub-divisions, the class marks including information as 
to the size and the date of the first volume of a work ; this 
greatly simplifies the labour of a search for novelty or 
historical research, as the reader can confine his investiga- 
tions to any given period. The handbook also gives 
information enabling any person readily to find almost any 
desired periodical on the shelves, without other aid. This is 
a specially valuable feature, as the necessity of summoning or 
applying to an attendant would probably be felt as a serious 
deterrent by those who are engaged in protracted and extended 
searches. The clear arrangement and printing of the hand- 
book are no less commendable than its admirable object. 


Wireman's Pocket-Book, Edited by F. С. RAPHAEL. 
London, 1902: The Flectririan Printing and Publishing 
Company, Limited. Price 5s. net. 


We are glad to meet with a wireman's pocket-book which 
appears to be really well compiled and arranged, and of a 
handy form. Departing from the tradition which decrees 
that pocket-books shall be of an awkward shape, unfit for 
the pocket, and shall open top and bottom, the editor makes 
his book 8 in. x 34 in. x J in., and opens it in the normal 
and rational manner. It is perhaps a trifle long, and might 
liave been a little wider, and the paper is too thin; but still, 
if marks a step in advance. Opening it, our first thought is 
for the index; this does not strike us as too complete. The 
first test we apply is ** Price's Guard Wire," but our search 
is fruitless; even in the section on ** Testing Cable” (which 
7s indexed), we find no word of it. Yet this invaluable (we 
could not say priceless) aid to the testing of insulation 
resistance is a household word in every cable testing room. 
A similar search for that almost equally useful device, 
Ayrton and Mather's Universal shunt, was no less unprofit- 
able. Lead-covered cables" was immediately successful, 
excellent tablesof data relating to all kinds of cable being 
given; “ joint boxes,” * vulcanised rubber joints,” “tubes for 
house wiring," “distribution boards," “ fuses,” * outlets,” 
* meters," and other test words proved the keys to abundant 
and concise information on the various subjects concerned. 
The book, we may mention, is intended for the use of the 
wiring contractor and mains superintendent, as well as the 
wireman. ; 


The tables are of unusual merit and originality; the 


standards of the Committee on Copper Conductors, inter- 
national ohms, &c., are adopted throughout; and the book 
is divided into six sections:— House wiring; underground 
lines ; overhead lines ; electric bell and interior telephone 
wiring ; miscellaneous, and house-wiring estimates, so that 
the respective data are kept as far as possible together. A 
handy table of fall of potential and current density in con- 
ductors supplying stated numbers of lamps is given, with 
others of similar nature. The instructions for jointing are 
clear and the sketches good. An obvious error occurs in 
fig. 25, both of the lamp leads being coupled to the + main. 
Amongst four fuse tables is a new one giving the correct 
sizes of fuse wires for various numbers of lamps. In addi- 
tion to the I. E. E. and Fire Office wiring rules (the Phenix 
reproduced in full, and filling 25 pages !), a list of British 
electricity works is given, with their supply pressures, aud 
choice extracts from their respective codes of regulations. 
The sub-section on testing house-wiring consists largely of 
illusirations of standard testing sets, with the makers’ 
instructions; the telephone test is also described. Various 
patented systems of wiring are dealt with at length, and a 


large space is given to all kinds of supply meters. In the 
* underground " section full tables of cable data are given, 
with & sketch ofa variety of distributing systems, including 
polyphase systems and arc lighting. Various methods of 


cable laying, solid, direct and drawn-in, follow, with illus- 


trated descriptions of manholes, joint boxes, and jointing. 
A few tests for cables and faults are described, and the B. of T. 
regulations are reprinted. This section ends with a 


. short account of underground telephone and telegraph wires. 


The section on overhead wires calls for no special remark. 


That on bell and telephone wiring is both novel and useful; 


the subscriber’s station connections are given, for both the 
National Telephone Company and the Post Office. Arc 
lamps, lightning conductors, primary cells (why “ batteries” ?), 
accumulators and weights and measures occupy the“ mis- 
cellaneous " section. | 

The section on estimating is specially written by Mr. 
Justus Eck, and is, therefore, practical and useful; it con- 
sists mainly of three complete examples of estimates and 
schedules, including prices. Our only fear is that by this 
means the enterprising ironmonger aud plumber will be 
tempted to call themselves electrical engineers, with the usual 
result of cut prices and Carey Street. 

Lastly, we must repeat our opinion that this is certainly 
one of the most useful books of the kind on the market ; we 
have observed hardly any errors—nor did we, a8 a matter 
of fact, expect to find many. We cordially welcome the 
manual as a real acquisition to the industry. 


Water-Tube Boilers. By LesLie F. Ropertson. London: 
Jno. Murray, Albemarle Street, W. 1901. 


This volume is the outcome of a course of lectures by the 
author at University College, and is presented as a popular 
book on water-tube boilers. 

There are thrce columns of the index filled with the names 
of different water-tube boilers, yet, curiously enough, we 
see neither the Cummins nor the Weir boiler. The latter 
is perhaps the most perfected type of all, and it can 
scarcely have been unknown to the author, who mentions 
the Weir pump and the feed water regulator and feed heater. 
The history of water-tube boilers is given, and anyone who 
wants to know the many phases through which water-tube 
boilers have passed can learn them from these pages. Here 
we may find the carly forms of the Belleville boiler and the 
Babcock, and we may trace the influence of the necessity for 
circulation, as it appears in some types, while the belief that 
nothing is needed to secure circulation is well shown in the 
view of that type of boiler to which the Admiralty has 
sacrificed the safety of the country. At page 77 is shown, 
and well shown, the economiser type of Belleville that was 
adopted after the Terrible fiasco. | 

No engineer could examine this drawing and fail to sce 
the radical impossibilities of the boiler. But we find nothing 
controversial in the book. It contains simply information, 
figures, and illustrations, but does not attempt to guide the 
reader in his choice, or to inflnence opinion, though on 
p. 56 there is really а very strong statement about the bad 
circulation in this boiler. The interim report of the Boiler 
Committee is printed at the end of the book. Many of the 
boilers described can only have been designed by men who 
paid very little attention to scale and its ditficulties. 

The author admits that water-tube boilers have disadvan- 
tages, but sees no reason why, in the Navy, at least, they 
should not in time prove equal in durability to the cylinder 
type. He admits that the feed must be absolutely pure, 
and the circulation must be good. The old chestnut 
about the the battle of Santiago is brought in, as it often has 
been, to cover the neglect of Uncle Sam in blockading an 
enemy’s fleet within a harbour whence they were expected 
to issue, and did actually issue, to catch Uncle Sam with half 
his boilers cold. Certainly, the battle of Santiago taught 
not the absolute necessity for water-tube boilers, but the folly 
of not boldly attacking ships which would have been an easy 
prey, instead of bolting and giving them a chance to wake 
up and give chase. 

There is a good deal of information scattered throughout 
the book on forced draught, rates of combustion, feed regu- 
lation and general performances of boilers. Nor is the 
book entirely given over to marine work. We find the 
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Stirling boiler with its brick walls and an evaporation 
credited at 19:03 lbs. from and at, which seems large. 

Generally, we think the author has well succeeded in pre- 
genting his subject. He shows practically all that has been 
done, though he makes some omissions as indicated. Не does 
not enter closely into questions of combustion, but leaves his 
readers simply in possession of the history and present state 
of the water-tube boiler. 

When it has become a matter of history, the public may 
begin to learn the truth about our naval boiler question. 
Could it be made public we do not doubt it would afford 
curious and, perhaps, useful, reading. Meanwhile, any 
use that might be made of the failures is being lost, and 
people who see 43 boilers of a condemned type put into the 
King Alfred must entertain curiously mixed feelings as to 
the committee that condemned the boiler, or the officials who 
stick to their follies and mistakes. 


— 


Méthode Pratique pour calculer les Moteurs Asynchrones 


Polyphasés. By Boy ре rA Tour, Paris: С. H. 
Béranger. 1902. | | 


This book has been written, as the author states in his 
preface, for those who have not had the opportunity of 
following a course of lectures on the subject, and who, for 
want of sufficient knowledge, are not able to benefit by 
articles which appear in scientific journals. The book is 
consequently of an elementary nature, and difficult mathe- 
matical treatment is carefully avoided. 

"There are eight chapters, comprising in all 216 pages. 
Starting with an explanation of the production of rotating 
magnetic fields by means of di-phase and tri-phase cur- 
rents, the author proceeds to show how to calculate the 


electromotive forces induced in the rotor windings, and- 


explains the various methods of winding the rotor coils. 
The third chapter considers the torque exerted on the 
rotor, and the magnetising action of the stator wiudings. 
The fifth chapter is devoted to the calculation of the resist- 
ance of the short-circuiting rings in squirrel-cage rotors. 
It is pointed out that a large proportion of the rotor resist- 
ance is due to the short-circuiting rings since the current 
density may be much higher in those than in the bars them- 
selves. The question of magnetic leakage is dealt with in 
the seventh chapter, and is very thoroughly discussed. The 
last chapter contains the designs of three different motors, 
the designs being carried out to specifications, e.y., the 
gpecification for the second design is as follows :— 

* A tri-phase motor is required to develop 3 н.р. at 190 
volts between the lines, and at a frequency of 50 cycles 
per second. The speed is to be 1,440 revolutiors per 
minute, the efficiency 85 per cent., and the power factor 
0:83 ; also the starting must be effected simply by the closing of 
a switch, and the starting torque must be double the normal 
full-load torque.“ 

The calculations of the design are completely carried out, 
and are very instructive and useful to those engaged in the 
manufacture of polyphase motors. 

The great drawback to the book is the omission to treat 
of monophase induction motors. So many of these are 
manufactured, that no book on induction motors is com- 
plete which does not include a treatment of them. Perhaps, 
when the author has to revise for a second edition, he will 
supply the missing chapter. 

The book is well worth reading, as it fulfils the promise 
given in the preface, and should be intelligible to those whose 
theoretical instruction is not of a high order. 


Tramway Companies and Local Authorities. Being a 
collection of special provisions contained in private Acts 
of Parliament of tramway companies, and relating particu- 
larly to the interests of local authorities. Ву FRANK 
Кок, KEEN, of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-law, 
Parliamentary draughtsman. Crown 8vo. Price 10s. net. 
London: Merritt & Hatcher, Limited. 


The phrase, “This work supplies a long-felt want,” is 
frequently used by the reviewer who wishes to praise some 
work which is brought to his notice. We think it is 
particularly apt in relation to Mr. Keen's book. In his 


preface the author says :—“ Having found in practice the 
need for frequent use of precedents of special tramway 
clauses, and the difficulty of readily finding suitable ones in 
the absence of a classified arrangement, I presume that others 
have found the same need and difficulty.” The learned 
author is right in his presumption. If it is difficult for a 
Parliamentary draughtsman to find his way about in the 
private Acts of Parliament, the task is very much more 
burdensome to the layman. Six or seven huge volumes of 
private Acts are passed in each year. A diligent search 
through them may result in the discovery of a clause which 
will act as a precedent, but with Mr. Keen’s book at his 
elbow, anyone who is interested in the relationship between 
tramway companies and local authorities may find exactly 
what he wants in two or three minutes. 

The body of the work comprises nothing more than the 
text of numerous clauses from different private Acts of 
Parliament arranged under headings in а systematic 
manner, with references to the Acts from which each clause 
is taken. 

The arrangement of the work may be seen at a glance by 
referring to the Table of Contents, which deals with :—(1) 
Method of construction and alteration of tramways and 
period of completion ; (2) Construction, maintenance, use, 
alteration and discontinuance of plant and apparatus; (3) 
Widening, alteration and improvement of roads and bridges ; 
(4) Making-up, paving, maintenance and repair of roads 
and tramway track; (5) Interference with, and injury to, 
drains, pipes, wires, roads, bridges and other property of 
local authorities; (6) Approval of plans, giving of notices 
and superintendence of works; (7) Working and use of 
tramways and rolling stock and regulation of traffic on tram- 
ways; (8) Supply of electricity to and by company and 
erection of generating stations; (9) Purchase of tramways 
by, and annual payments to, local authorities, sales and 
assignments by company, acquisition and grant of leases 


and running powers and making of junctions and crossings ; 


(10) Agreements between company and local and road 
authorities as to various matters; (11) Miscellaneous pro- 
Visions. 

The relationship of tramway company and local authority 
could not be adequately treated of at the present day with- 
out reference to electricity. Hence we are not surprised, 
and at the same time are very pleased, to find a number of 
clauses in Mr. Keen’s work which will be of great value to 
electrical engineers. Such matters as the height of over- 
head wires, injury to pipes through electrolytic action, the use 
of trailer cars and the prevention of noise and vibration at 
generating stations are all dealt with. 

The author makes no apology for the absence of an index, 
and it is true that the form of the work is such that it is 
practically an index in itself. 

We heartily recommend Mr. Keen’s work to those who 
desire enlightenment upon the intricacies of private Bill 
legislation. 


Simple Electrical Working Models, Edited by P. MARSHALL, 
A. I. M. E. London: Dawbarn & Ward, Limited. Price 6d. 


This little book, one of the * Model Engineer" series, 
gives instructions for the construction and use of model 
telegraph instruments, bells, telephones, induction coils and 
motors, using the simplest materials and tools The 
educational value of model-making needs no emphasis, and 
this appears to be an especially clever collection. 

A similar volume is entitled Simple Mechanical Working 
Models, covering various forms of prime motors, such as 
wind and water wheels, hot-air engines, locomotives, steam- 
boats, &c. The instructions are clearly the result of the 
author's actual experience, and can therefore be relied upon. 


- 


POWER REQUIRED TO DRIVE MACHINERY. 


Some recent tests made on machine tools and shafting showed that 
60 ft. of 2-in. shafting driving 17 countershafts with from one to 
three belts each required 5 amperes to drive at 150 revolutions per 
minute, the current being supplied at 500 volta. 

To cut hard cast-iron required 6 amperes, the cut being jin. 
Feth in., and the cutting speed 100 ft. per minute with one of 
the new special tool steels. 
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A 20-in. drilling’ machine, ran without cut, absorbed 1 ampere. 
A circular milling machine, run on cut, took 1 ampere, and idle 
it absorbed 0'5 ampere only. 

A spurgear cutting machine required 0°75 ampere idle, and 
1:25 amperes when cutting teeth of about #th in. pitch three at once. 

A 6-in. lathe only absorbed 0:25 ampere idle. Except the heavy 
boring-mill with 30-in. table, which did the heavy cast-iron cut, the 
machinescited were all of light type. Generally, it may be said 
that machine tools of the light order require very little 
power to drive them, and there is not much present reason 
for applying separate motors to them. The 60 ft. of shafting 
cited above was driving 17 machines, all placed on one side 
of the shaft. It could drive an equal number of machines 
placed on the opposite side of the shaft, or, say, one machine to 
each 2 ft. of shafting. As the belt pulls would balance on opposite 
sides, the total current for 34 machines and their countershafts 
would probably not exceed 8 amperes, or, say, 0°25 ampere per 
machine. Where machine tools are busy, it will not pay to drive 
them by separate motors—it will be better to group them on shaft- 
ing. Nothing, of course, should interfere with the grouping of the 
machines to secure the best arrangement of work. 

Where one shaft drives a number of similar machines, there is 
some economy to be secured by coupling it up in several lengths, 80 
that in the event of & slack period, or of overtime on a few machines 
only, the line shaft may be uncoupled beyond the few machines 
-meeded, Where it can be arranged, the motor should drive upon 
the middle of the shaft, but very frequently it is more convenient 
to arrange the motor to drive from tbe end. Driving the middle 
point of a shaft enables its diameter to be reduced in the ratio 
1: 42 with reduced friction nearly in the same ratio. 

When a shaft drives different kinds of machines, all operating 
on the same pieces, it may be both possible and convenient for the 
machines to be mixed together all along the shaft, instead of being 
grouped in sets of A, B, C, &c. Then at slack periods some of each 
machine can be driven off one section of the shaft, the remainder of 
the shaft being uncoupled for economy of power. This point is, of 
oourse, to be secondary to shop economy, but may well be attended 
to if other economies permit of it. 

No bevel wheels should be permitted for coupling shafts at right 
angles. Each shaft must have its own motor. Heavy machines 
should not be grouped with light machines, especially when the 
heavy machines are of the reciprocating order, such as heavy planers. 
Heavy machines of this type demand a heavy current at each 
point of stroke reversal. They cannot well have fly-wheels, except 
at the motor side of the driving belt, because the back and forward 
strokes of the machine are done at different speeds, and a fly-wheel 
is, therefore, inadmissible. It is thus proper for heavy machines to 
have their own motors, while it is also equally proper that a large 
number of small machines should have one motor only, the load on 
which is rendered more uniform with the number of machines it 
drives. In textile machinery the speed is constant for long periods 
at a time ina few machines and absolutely so in others. It does not 
vary widely in any. 

In machine tool work machines are fitted in themselves for a wide 
range of speed. Where a motor can be economically run at wide limits 
of speed, it will enable the machine which it drives to be simplified 
toa corresponding degree. When arranging for driving a new works, 
a balance must be struck between the simplification of the machine 
and of the motor that drives it. As specially arranged machines are 
at present more difficult to obtain of satisfactory order than standard 
machines, this should be remembered when deciding upon the 
system to be employed. With separate motors to each machine, 
each motor must have a power in excess of the maximum effort of 
the machine it drives. Consequently the aggregate power of a dozen 
separate motors will be nearly or quite double the power of a single 
motor that would drive the dozen machines in a perfectly satis- 
factory manner. Separate motors are therefore likely to involve an 
excessive first cost. For the remodelling of existing works, the 
separate motor will usually be quite out of the running. Fairly 
modern places may require little else than the removal of present 
motive powers in favour of electrical motors, the present motive 
power being, perbaps, a small steam or gas engine on each line shaft 
or, perhaps, a pair of bevel wheels, ora belt or rope pulley. Where 
enormous economies have been effected by means of electrical driving, 
the cause must be sought in the widely-scattered nature of the 
works, the comparative fewness of machines, and the great length 
of shafting, or of more wasteful steam piping, and in the badness of 
the bearings of the shafting and of the attention, as well as in the 
low quality of the many small engines employed. But in a textile 
factory there is but small hope of any economy by eiectrical driv- 
ing. Probably about one-fifth the present indicated horse-power 
could at once be cut out by discarding the main engine and driving 
each shaft by a separate motor. A really well-driven factory may 
require 37 tons of coal per 1,000 нр. per week, or per £00 н.р. 
delivered to the shafting. The coal bill is, say, £20 per week. The 
engineer and fireman will still be required to attend to motors and 
heaters. To supply 800 н.р. for 56 hours per week for £20, 
will demand that energy must be sold for 0107d. per HP.- 
hour for fuel, to compete with the best present steam practice; 
allow even one-eighth of a penny per H.P.-hour, or, say, one-sixth 
of a penny per unit, and it will be seen that where electrical 
energy is generated from coal, utilised by means of engines with a 
poor load factor and distributed by cables, there is but little pros- 
pect of its competing with independent high-class steam engines in 
well-arranged factories of the textile type. But there are un- 
doubtedly many factories that use probably three times the amount 
of coal of our high-class assumed factory, at 50 per cent. greater 
price. Power must therefore cost these factories about 0:54. per 
H.P.-hour, or even 07d. per unit. 

For second-class factories electrical energy can be supplied at 


paying rates, while for certain classes of factory using heavy 
machines which do not run continuously electricity can be pur- 


. chased to show an economy. . 


Every case must be considered on its own merits, but upon the 
general lines above indicated. 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. | 


XCVI.—DEVONPORT (TASMANIA) ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


SUMMARY. 


Extent of Contract.—Contract No. 1:—Supply, delivery and erec- 
tion of two steam dynamos, switchboard and accessories. Contract 
No. 2:—Supply and erection of one steam boiler, also of iron or 
steel chimney. Contract No. 3:—Supply and delivery of storage 
battery. 

Output of Steam Dynamos.—Each steam dynamo to develop ав 
normal working load 32 Kw. 

Specified Overload.—50 per cent. continuously, and 100 per cent. 
momentarily. 

Type of Engine.—Type left open to tenderers, speed also optional, 
steam pressure 130 lbs. per sq. in. at stop valve, engine to exhaust 
to atmosphere. | 

Specified Range of Governing.—To be within 2 per cent. for any 
sudden load variation. 

Steam Consumption.—Not to exceed 20 Ibs. per 1. H. P.-hour at full 
load. 

Dynamo.—To be shunt-wound, and designed to develop as normal 
fall load 32 xw., or 64 amperes at 500 volts. 

Temperature Rise.—With 64 amperes flowing through armature 
not to exceed, after a long run, 70° Е. above surrounding air in 
either armature or field-magnet winding, or 80° F. on commutator. 
With 96 amperes flowing for two hours, temperature of any part 
of machine not to rise more than 100° F. above surrounding 
atmosphere. 

Drop in Poltage. Not to exceed 8 per cent. between no load and 
full load with constant speed and excitation. 

Combined Efficiency.— When tested at 32 xw. not to be less than 
84 per cent. 

Balancers and Boosters.—Balancers to be capable of dealing with 


25 amperes at 250 volts. Boosters to be reversible and capable of a 


normal maximum of 30 amperes 60 volts. 

Efficicncy.—Of each machine not to be less than 90 per cent. 

Switchboard.—To comply with specified requirements, and to be 
suitable for three-wire direct current distribution. 

Street Lighting.—Ten enclosed arc lamps and 30 25.c.P. incan- 
descent lamps to be erected as desired. 

Crane.— Either a jib or overhead travelling crane of suitable size 
to be erected. ` 

Boiler.—To be of either locomotive, multitubular or water-tube 
type, and to be capable of supplying 1,000 lbs. of steam per hour at 
150 lbs. pressure, or by forcing 50 per cent. more than this. 

Chimney.—To be of iron or stcel, 28 in. internal diameter, 65 ft. 
high. | 
Battery.— 240 cells to be provided and erected in working 
order, to be capable of discharging at the following rates:—18 
amperes for 10 hours, voltage not falling below 1:85 volts per cell ; 
45 amperes for 3 hours, voltage not falling below 1:82 volts per cell ; 
100 amperes for 1 hour, voltage not falling below 1°80 volts per cell. 

Meters.—Forty integrating watt-hour meters of approved type to 
be provided. 

Overhead Mains.—To be supplicd as scheduled, part being double 
braided and insulated, part bare or single covered. 

Specified Date of Completion.— Dates to be stated by tenderers. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—£1 per working day. 

Terms of Payment.—75 per cent. on certificate of engineer of the 
value of work actually done, or 50 per cent. on such materials on 
ground that may have been approved by engineer, balance together 
with amount deposited for cash security one month after work has 
been certified by engineer as complete. 

Deposit.—£10 per section to be deposited with tender, and a 
further sum making up 5 per cent. of accepted tender within 
14 days of, notice being given of acceptance of same. 

Stipulations as to Dismissal of Foremen.—See comments. 

Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to Workmen.— Satisfactory. 

Arbitration Proposals.— Unsatisfactory. See comments. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.— May 12th, 1902. 


This specification, though for a small plant, is interesting from the 
fact that it has been drawn up and issued in one of the British 
Colonies. It has been prepared by Mr. William Corio, A. M. I. C. E., 
engineer to the Devonport Corporation, Tasmania, and, so far as 
the technical details are concerned, follows very closely British 
practice. i 

The plant is required for a small town ; the system selected is the 
tbree-wire direct current, using 500 volts between the outer con- 
ductors and overhead wires. The only noticeable feature is the 
large margin of overload demanded of the generating plant, viz, 
50 per cent. for two hours, and 100 per cent. momentarily. The 
prices are required in great detail—a practice which, in some cases, 
is unfair, as it places a large amount of unremunerative work upon 
unsuccessful tenderers. 

The general conditions are, in many points, fair and reasonable, 
the payment clause providing for entire payment of all clais 
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within one month of satisfactory test of plant. This test means the 
successful running of the station by the contractor for а period of 
14 days. | 

The stipulation giving the engineer power to demand the dis- 
missal of any workman to whom he obiects, though reasonable, 
might conceivably, in a case like this, where the staff is working 
at а long distance from home, operate in an unjust manner. We 
notice that the engineer is the sole judge in case of any dispute, and, 
for reasons which we have many times stated, we strongly object to 
this proposal. We urge all tenderers to take exception to it in their 
offers, pointing out how much more satisfactory it would be to all 
parties to have disputes arranged by an independent arbitrator. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NRW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P, Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
ееп D , High Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


15,4754. “Improvements in synchronising dynamo-clectric machines ог 
motors, or for producirg and maintaining synchronous motion between two or 
more rotating or vibrating bodies." Р. М. dJusrice. (The Rowland Telegraphic 
Company, U.S.A.) (Date claimed under Patents Kule 19, July 80tb, 1901.) 
March 21st. | 


6,473. "Improvements in wireless telegraphy.” G. L. Hocan. March 17th. 


6,178. “Improvements relating to storage batteries," Н. C. PORTER. March 
17. (Complete.) 


6,484. "Improvements in or relating to signalling devices for telephone 
systems." Н. T. CEDERGREN. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, 
October 21st, 1901, being date of application in Sweden.) March 17th. (Ccm- 
plete.) 

6,485. “Improvements in or relating to telephone systems." Н. T. CEDER- 
GREN. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, October 26tb, 1901, being date 
of application in Sweden.) March 17th. (Complete.) 


6,567. “An improved method of constructing contact faces in swivelling 
connectors for cables in trolleys, or collectors used for electrically-propelled 
vehicles and the like.” H. BnrckNELL, E. M. McNno, ard H. 1. Rowknrs. 
March 18th. 


6.607. “Improved lifeguard for engines and cars, and any vehicle worked by 
animal or any mechanical or electric power on rails or common roads." H. 
Сохпли ard E. S. Coxrapi, March 15th. 


6,648. “Improvements in signal telegrephs.” Е, Lavens and E. J. Lavens. 
March 18th. — 


6,052, "Improvements relating to the controlling of electric circuits." E.N. 
Bray. March 18th. 


6,653. “Improvements relating to the controlling of electric circuits.” E. N. 
Bray. March 18th. 


6,654. "Improvements relating to switches," Е. Х. Bray. March 18th. 


6,666. “Improvements in dynamo-electric machinery." J. Н. St. Ниш, 
MawrpsLEY. March 18th. 


6,684. Improvements in incandescent electric lamps." 
March 19%. 


6,656. "Improvements relating to switches for electric motors.“ R. J. 
ArPLETON and J. OULTON. March 19th. 


6,714. "Improvements in means for coating or impregnating boxes, cisterns 
ahd the like, with resin, pitch, bitumen, and similar insulating compositions. 
G. F. PRIESTLEY. March 19th. 


6,726. ‘Improvements in and relating to incandescent electric lamps for 
decorative and other purposes." T. WoinLMUIH. March 19th. 


6,733. * Improved apparatus for the regulation of electrical circuits in heating 
devices," W. D. KiLkoy. March 19th. 


6,760, ** Improvements іп the production of fluid tight joints for electrical 
and other purposes, and in centreing." W.McLkLLaN, March 19th. 


6,794. ‘Stereoscopic localiser for X ray investigation." J. B. CARTER. 
March 20th. 


6,817. Improvements in telephone sets.” J. E. Kixosbpuny. (The Bell 
Telephone Manufacturing Company, Belgium.) March 20th. 


6,818. Improvements in flexible conducting cords applicable especially for 
use in the plug circuits of telephone switehbonrds." J. E. Кіхозѕвоику. (The 
Western Electric Company. United States.) March 20th. 


6,850. “Improvement connected with ceiling roses for electric incandescent 
lighting.“ E. ScurLz. March 20th. 

6,854. Au improved system of electrical distribution." P. A. NEWTON. 
(Bliss Electric Car Lighting Company, United States.) March 20th. (Com- 
plete.) 

6,855. ‘Improvements in brush mechanism for dynamos.” 
(Bl ss Electric Car Lighting Company, United States.) 
plete.) 


6,880. “Improvements in electrical heating devices.” 
(G. L. Dengler, United States.) March 20th. 
6,884. ‘Improvements in telephonic apparatus." A. ОкАнАМ. March 20th. 


6.898. An automatic safety device applicable to the trolley arm, used in 
connection with electrical tramways.” W. PickEiuNG, B. A. Pickbnine and 
J. BuoxuLEY. March 21st. 


6.947. "Improvements in connections for electric cables.“ CALLENDER'S 
CABLE AND CONSTRUCTION Company, LIMITED, and Н. Hastinus. March 2156. 


6.948. “Improvements in the feeder pillars used in connection with electric 
supply mains." CarLrNbEICS CABLE AND CoNsrkUCCtioN Company, LIMITED, and 
T PRIERSEN. March 2156. 

7.003. “Improvements in incandescent electric lamps." N. CLEMINSON, 
J. W. BUTTERWORTH ара A. Mokkisun. March 22nd. 


7,039. Improvements in electric fuses.” S. Z. рк Ferranrit, March 22nd. 


7,062. “ Improvements in or relating to overhead trclleys for electrie 
vehicles," Е. HaLLEk and R. Norser. March 22nd. (Complete.) 


G. HOOKHAM. 


P. A. NEWTON. 


G. C. Marks. 


7,075. “Improvements in multiplex telephony, telegraphy, and the traus- 
mi-sion of electrical impulses and vibrations.” G. L. HocaN. March 22nd. 


7,079. “Improvements in and relating to microphones.” E. ScHMIDMER and 
G. E. ScHMIDMER. March 22nd. 


7,080. “An improved [electro-magnetic instrument.” 
Ma. ch 22nd. 


W, М, Тнонхтох, 


March 20th. (Com- 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messra. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


- 1900. 


8,834. ‘“‘improvements In and relating to electri: generators and motors.“ 
N. W. Storer. (Date applied for under Scc. 103, Paten s, &e., Act, 1833, July 28th, 
1899) Dated February 27th, 1900. Armatures, Cominutators.—In au armature 
having a slotted core, and a winding сотро.єа of a number of layers of con- 
ductors located in the core slots, the conduc’ors which iie side by side in each 
slot are connected to the same commutator bar. A winding is shown made up 
of twice as many coils as there nre slots in tbe core, one sid? of cach coil being 
аи in the bottom of опе slot and the other side іп the top of another slot. 

claims. 


8,878. “improvements in alarm apparatus for engine room, telegraphs, er the 
like.” T. Bell. Dated February 28th, 1900. Relates to alarm apparatus for use 
in connection with engine room, teiegraphs, &c., the arrangement being such 
11 an alarm bell rings as long as the order transmitted is not complied with. 

claims. ; 


3,813. ''improvements in or connected with the measuring ef electricity.” А. 
Wright and Reason Manufacturing Company. Dated February 29th, 1900. The 
whole or part of the electric conductor of a maximum demand indicator is used 
ав a shunt resistance for a quantity or energy moter, in order to keep the total 
fall of pressure in supply-measuring apparatus as low as possible. The maxi- 
mum indicator may be one in which liquid is caused to overflow into a 
measuring-tube by the expansion of gas heated by a main resistance, or one of 
the thermal or electro-magnetic forms described in Specitication No. 5,451, 
4. D. 1895, or a strip of two metals carrying a plunger to displace liquid into a 
measuring tube. The meter may be а mercury voltineter described in Specilica- 
tion No, 2,222, д.р. 1900. 4 claims. 


3,917. “Improvements in electricity meters.” J. Lorwa. Dated February 
28th, 1900. Counting mechanism is periodically driven, for times depending on 
the downward detlection of an arm on the axle of a wattmeter, by в friction 
coupling on a uniformly rotating shaft, when the coupling is not held stationary 
by teeth on it engaging а spring on а lever; the lever is periodically moved 
away from the teeth by a conical surface on the shaft bearing against the end 
of the arin, which bears against a curved extension of the lever. The time 
during which the lever is held away from the tecth depends on the position of 
the arm, the conical surface being formed by curving a triangular plate, the 
base of which is long enough to compensate for the deviation of the end of the 
arm from a vertical path, and so cause the times to be proportional to the 
angular detlections of the arm. When no current is passing, а pin carried by 
the axle of the wattmeter prevents rotation of tha shaft by engaging a star- 
wheel geared to it, and in order to allow disengagement of the star-wicel when 
current passes, the arm is connected with the «le by а pin and slot, which 
реш the axle to turn independently of the arm if this is held up by the cone. 

claims. 


3,922. “improvements in holders for electric Incandescent lamps." Ј. Н. Р. 
Krull. Dated February 28th, 1900. Incandescent lamps are enclosed in globes 
on portable air-tight and water-tight holders, for use by miners, divers, and 
others. lclaim. 


8,933. ''improvements in the method of, and apparatus for reversing the troiloy 

Іа electric tram." J.W.OldHeld. Dated March lst, 1900. Electric raiiways and 

ошма with overhead collectors, Relatesto means for reversing the trolleys. 
claims, 


8,937. *'' Apparatus for indicating and 15 1005 electric pressure and current.“ 
W. Thomson, Baron Kelvin. Dated March Ist, 1900. Electric pressure und current 
are recorded continuously on the upper and lower parts of paper on a rotating 
drum, by pens moving in one vertical line. The pens are attached to weighted 
pointers, sliding on vertical guides near a fixed scale, hung by threads or fine 
wires from sector levers, which at their other ends similarly carry iron cores in 
vertical solenoids, one connected in series with a resistance to carry the pres- 
Биге, and the other carrying the current to be measured. Hach sector lever hag 
two screw-threaded arms set at right angles to cach other, and carrying adjust- 
able weights. The paper drum is driven by a clock or other motor, and carried 
on a base having three feet, to fit grooved and plane parts of the bottom of the 
containing case. The base also has a quadrant passed through a slot in tho 
bottom of the case; the drum may be drawn forward and turned down to a 
horizontal position in front of the case, when the paper is to be chanyed, being 
во supported by projections on the end of the quadrant engaging under the 
base. The provisional specification states that the front of the case is hinged 
thereto at the top by two pins lying in slots, so that the front can be turned up 
and then slid buck on the case. 8 claims. 


aU 


3,9489. An improved electrical speed apparatus.“ R. F. Collinge and В. J. 
Collard. Dated March 1st, 1900. The speed of a wheel, axte, or shaft of a 
vehicle, &c., is determined by causing it to drive ashunt-wound dynamo, the 
terminals of which are connected to the terminals of a vaivanometer or the 
like instrument, the scale of which is calibrated in units of speed. The dynamo 
is protected from external influences by an iron casing. 1 ela m. 


8,868. “improvements In recording instruments for electric telegraphs.”. 
A. Muirhead and R. M. Kharkala. Dated March Ist, 1909. Relates te improve- 
ments in siphon recorders of the type described in Specification No. 20,704, A.D. 
J693. А сой is suspended by two adjustable threads or is pivoted to а stationary 
core between the magnet poles, & mirror being fixed opposite an opening. The 
coil is provided with pins upon which a yoke can engage or can be disengaced 
from the pins by a sliding and pivoted fork lever. The yoke carries fibres con- 
necting to the siphon cradle, springs being inserted in the fibres. The cradle is 
supported above the two wires arranged to pass over a guide-edge or equivalent 
arrangement, adjustments being provided tor regulating the period of oscillation, 
the zero and vertical position being a lower tensional single spring. The siphon 
appurtenances are mounted on an adjustable bracket, the ink-well aud paper 
support being separately adjustable. The coil is double-wound, one part being 
in а shunt connection with a variable resistance. 8 claims, 


3,992. ‘improvements in voltmaters." W. L. Wise. Dated March 1st, 1900. 
Electrometers.—A voltmeter has an axle supported between pivots and 
carrying а pointer and an adjustable sleeve on which are several vanes, 
movable from between stationary metal plates towards curved metal rods. The 
rods, vanes, or staticnary plates are not exactly superposed, but are set at 
ditferent angles, to increase the evenness of gradation of the scale over which 
the pointer moves. The vanes may be solid plates, or may be cut out, for 
lightness. The plates and the vanes are connected to one terminal, and the 
rods to the other. The terminals are al~o connected tonan adjustable d «charger, 
such as a point, and plate to protect the measuring parts {rom excessive elec- 
tric pressures. 4 claims, 


4,046. ‘‘improvements in and connected with fusible cut-out for electric in- 
stallations." С. A. Hemingway and R. J. Coley. Dated March 2nd, 1990. A 
fusible cut-out is provided with a second fuse whieh carries the current should 
the first fuse be broken accidentally or by a momentarily excessive current. 
2 claims. 


4,109. “An improved electric clock." F. W. Golby. Dated March 3rd, 1900 
Electric clocks.— l'he minute hand of a master clock completes the circuit of 
electro-magnets every minute, and the armatures of the latter drive pairs of 
wheels, both of which have 60 teeth, but one of which is masked by the other 
except at every 12th tooth. The arbor of one wheel Lears the lever hand, and 
that of the other the minute hand, The striking hammer of the master clock 
puts into circuit electric bells in the indicators, I claiin. 


4,122. ‘Improvements In switch contacts for use in electrical ignition devices for 
Multi-cytinder explosion motors." Е. Kunlstein and J. Volimer. Dated Mareh га, 
1900. In multi-cylinder engines, one switch is employed to complete the 
secondary circuit of an induction coil to euch cylinder in turn. 2 claims, 
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THE CORONATION ILLUMINATIONS. 


Ix spite of the decadence of sentiment and tbe hard matter- 
of-fact tendency of the present generation, there is no doubt 
that ancient customs and the love of pageantry die hard ; 
and it is questionable, judging by the shadows of coming 
events, whether at any time during the history of ' 
this country—not excepting those periods of gorgeous 
celebrations of the Plantagenet and Stuart reigns—so 
much thought and organised preparation has been 
devoted to the question of decoration and illumination 
of the streets and public buildings as at the present 
time. Wholesale decorative designs by our greatest 
architects, artists, designers and what not are promised, and 
the results should eclipse anything that has ever been 
attempted in this country’s history. It must not be 
forgotten that the facilities for carrying out such decorations 
are enormously greater than they were four centuries ago, 
or even 50 years ago, particularly as regards artificial 
illumination ; and the supply of electricity, which is 
almost uniyersally available, not only throughout London, 
but also throughout the country, and offers opportunities 
such as have never before existed. It may be taken for 
granted, therefore, that electricity will play a very prominent 
part in the celebrations of the 25th, 26th and 27th of June 
next, and the average central station engineer will have a 
busy as well as an anxious time. Opinions as to the 
desirability or otherwise of this expected demand are con- 
flicting. No doubt, in many cases where the engineer is in 
the happy possession of ample spare plant, such a demand 
will be welcome as an additional means of bringing grist to 
the mill at a time when it is most needed. Unfortunately, 
the duration of the demand will be so short as to be com- 
paratively unimportant as far as it will affect the finances of 
any undertaking, and unless spare plant is available as 
above referred to, it is questionable whether it will be worth 
while to consider the matter at all. Temporary plant might 
be brought into requisition, but unless contractors are excep- 
tionally liberal, the increased revenue would not do much 
more than pay the cost of hire and labour of fixing and 
attendance. 

A somewhat interesting question of law arises in connec- 
tion with these illuminations. As far as we know, there is 
no clause in the Act or provisional orders providing for 
temporary supply, and the public can apparently demand a 
supply without specifying for what pericd it is required. The 
question is similar to that of the “stand-by " difficulty which 
has been ventilated so freely, and which is no doubt a 
serious matter for some undertakings. Doubtless upon the 
principle that a naked man cannot be robbed, so the 
engineer whose plant is full up, cannot supply more even for 
Coronation festivities. Perhaps the most serious point in 
connection with these illuminations, is the fact that a very 
large amount of inferior, if not positively dangerous, wiring 


will be executed and connected to the various distributing 
D 
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systems in the Metropolis and elsewhere, and if the use of 
electricity is to be as extensive as appears to be anticipated, 
it will be practically impossible for station engineers to give 
even casual supervision to all the temporary wiring; the 
unscrupulous wiring contractor will be very much in 
evidence, and will reap a rich harvest for himself, and in- 
numerable “earths” and “dead shorts“ for the undertakers, 
to say nothing of the possibility of setting fire to his client’s 
premises. 

To expect to be able to enforce the usual wiring rules is 
hopeless, and any attempt to do so for this temporary work 
would raise a hornet’s nest around the unfortunate engineer 
who tried to do it. That the municipal authorities, in 
London at any rate, realise the difficulty of insisting upon 
the usual standard of wiring is proved by the fact that they 
have, in a conference held at the Southwark Town Hall on 
Monday, March 3rd, agreed to a set of rules to be observed 
for temporary lighting during шь Coronation. We give the 
full text below :— — 

ConoNATION ILLUMINATIONS, 

Suggested rules to be observed for temporary lighting or 
special illumination only. 

1, Applications for temporary. lighting for illuminations 
should be made as early as possible, stating the equivalent 
number of 8-c.P. lamps required or the amount of current. 

2. Applications will be considered in order. The Council 
reserve the right to refuse applications after a safe limit to 
` the station, sub-station, or transformer or house-lead capacity 
has been reached. 

3. A charge of 10s. 6d. will be made for testing and con- 
necting provided that a service line is already in the building. 
For a special connection to the mains the charge will be the 
actual cost of same, which amount will be refunded in the 
event of the supply being permanently adopted within three 
months. 

Aotice of testing to be given not less than three ай 
before lighting up. 

4. For the supply of current there will be a charge of 1d. 
per 8-C.P. lamp, or its equivalent, per night. 

9. All charges in connection with temporary lighting must 
be paid in advance. 

6. Connection can only be made subject to the above and 
the following wiring regulations for temporary work :— 

(a) Current Density.—The maximum current allowed by 
the I. E. E. Rules will be approved, viz. :— 


Size S.W.G, Amperes, 
18 8 4˙2 
17 sas 4'4 
16 a 6:8 &c. 


(b) Insulation to Earth,—lf tested in wet weather, to be 
such that not more than ,,3,,th of the whole current can 
;eak, assuming опе pole to be earthed. If tested in dry 
weather, to be such that not more than 3,35 th of the whole 
current required can leak, assuming one pole to be earthed. 

(r) Joints need not be soldered provided that the wires 
are well cleaned, that the joint is mechanically strong and 
well insulated with both pure.rubber and black tape. 
(The “ Britannia " form of joint is preferable.) 

(d) Not more than 50 8-c.r. lamps are to be connected 
to one circuit, and each circuis is to be brought direct to 
:he temporary switchboard and there controlled by a single- 
pole switch and fuse in each conductor. 
to be used, 


No other fuses are 


(е) Temporary leads are to be secured at points not 
exceeding one yard apart either by wood cleats or binding to 
insulators. 

(f) A temporary switchboard is to be fixed close to the 
supply service. The board should be of hard wood, or of 
soft wood covered with sheet asbestos, and be fixed in 
a horizontal position on brackets like a shelf. The wires 
to be brought up from underneath through holes in 
the board, to the various switches, &c. It is important that 
there should be at least 3 ft. headway above the board. 

(g) Sufficient lead must be provided to connect to the 
supply service. 

(h) If any temporary wires аге connected in any other 
manner than provided by these rules, the e wiring 
rules will be enforced. 

7. In general, it may be pointed out that the whole 
decoration should be regarded from the fire point of view. 
The amount of inflammable material, including electric 
light wires, should be kept as low as possible. They should 
be as far removed as possible from the facia board or other 
woodwork, and well blocked out from the building. 

From the above we may judge that composition was not 
the strong point of the individual who drafted the rules, but, 
nevertheless, the meaning is obvious, and it is evident that 
an honest attempt has been made to avoid unnecessary 
restrictions to supply which would be a source of irritation to 
public and wiring contractor alike, while, at the same time, 
attention is called, in Clause 7, to the necessity of taking 
proper precautions against fire. 

As we have already hinted, it is questionable whether the 
Coronation illuminations, from the station engineer's point of 
view, will be sufficiently profitable to . for the 
additional work, worry and risk. 


v 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


THE study of the statistical tables which we have recently 
placed in the hands of our readers would appear to be but a 
dry and unattractive occupation, to be taken up only on 
compulsion. Yet there is a good deal to be learnt from the 
analysis of such tables—the drift of engineering practice 
towards high or low speed engines; the fortunes of the two 
great classes of competitors for the electricity consumer’s 
custom, companies and municipalities; the influence of 
these undertakings upon the electrical engineering industry, 
and manufacturing industries allied therewith, and so 
on. Such a research, moreover, comes very fitly with 
this number of the ELEcrRICAL REVIEW, in which attention 
is directed to matters appertaining more especially to electric 
lighting. 

It is unfortunate that it is impossible to ensure absolute 
accuracy and up-to-dateness in these tables, especially after 
they have been entirely overhauled and reorganised, as in 
this case: yet, in spite of errors here and there, the general 
drift of deductions based upon such а large number of data 
is not likelv to be far from the truth. 

To begin with, there are at least 282 electricity supply 
undertakings in operation, apart from about 15 companies 
recently formed to distribute electricity over large areas, 
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We include in the latter such undertakings ав those of the 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Midland, and Durham Companies, which 


are already more or less actively engaged in the performance - 


of their lawful duties. Of the total, there are 96 companies 
and 186 municipalities—in the ratio, roughly, of 1 : 2. 
This ratio is exceeded in the proyinces, where there are 
77 companies to 178 municipalities, but in the County of 
London there are no less than 19 undertakings run by com- 
panies to 13 run by municipalities (one of these “ com- 
panies,” however, is really a joint committee of two others; 
another is an offshoot from an older one, and two others are 
owned by the same proprietors). 


The whole capacity of the supply stations listed amounts 
- to practically 400,000 Kw.; this applies to the generating 
plant alone, exclusive of batteries. The average capacity of 
the generating stations, therefore, is nearly 1,400 Kw. each 
—allowing for the fact that in several instances the pint is 
divided between two or more stations. 


Taking the provinces only, the number of undertakings is 
250, with nearly 300,000 Kk w., giving an average of about 
1,200 Kw. each; in London the total capacity is over 
100,000 xw., or more than one-fourth of the total for the 
whole of the United Kingdom, and as there are 32 under- 
takings, the average capacity is about 3,000 Kw. per station, 
more than double the general average. 


It is interesting now to find the relative proportions of 
company and municipal undertakings. 
vinces the 77 companies own plants of about 34,000 KW., 
giving an average of over 440 Kw. per station. Of these, 
there are 12 stations having a capacity over 1,000 Kw., but 
none larger than 2,500 xw. (the Newcastle and District 
Company), though amongst the power distribution com- 
panies the Newcastle Electric Lighting Company exceeds 
this with its Wallsend station, 5,000 Kw. Again, in the 


provinces, the Corporations, &c., to the number of 173, 


possess generatmg plant of about 260,000 Kw., averaging 
no less than 1,500 Kw. each. It will be noticed that while 
the municipalities number 2} times as many as the com- 
panies, the plant they control is nearly 8 times that of the 
companies, and the average size of their stations is nearly 3} 
times as great. Moreover, they include 60 undertekings 
(nearly 70 stations) of more than 1,000 Kw. capacity ; 
eight over 5,000 xw. (Bolton, Brighton, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester and Salford) ; and 
four over 10,000 xw. (Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, and 
Manchester). The three last named are all over 19,000 KW., 
and Manchester leads the kingdom with nearly 30,000 xw. 

Next, take London. There аге 19 company under- 
takings, with 84,000 Kw.—averaging over 4,400 Kw. each, 
or ten times the size of the corresponding provincial stations. 
Of these, 13 exceed 1,000 Kw., and six (Charing Cross, 
City of London, London Electric Supply, Metropolitan, 
St. James's, and Westminster) have over 5,000 Kw. of plant 


capacity. Two of these, the City of London and the 


Metropolitan Companies, exceed 16,000 Kw., the former 
leading with 18,000 xw. (moreover, all this is in one 
station). The Corporations number 13, with nearly 
23,000 Kw., or 1,770 Kw. each; eight of their stations 
exceed 1,000 KW., the largest, however, (Hampstead) falling 
short of 5,000 Kw. 


Lastly, taking the whole of the country, there are 96 ccm- 


First, in the pro- 


panies with plant of nearly 120,000 KW., or about 1,250 Kw. 
each, while the municipalities number 186, ш 280,000 Kw., 
or 1,500 Kw. each. 

It will be seen, therefore, that while the provincial muni- 
cipalities utterly swamp the companies, the Metropolitan com- 
panies go far to restore the balance, and the average sizes of 
their undertakings are, on the whole, not very dissimilar. 

Now, whence did these various undertakers procure their 
plant ? It is pleasing to find that the vast bulk of the plant 
is purely British ; but 23 municipalities went abroad for all 
or part of their generators (90 machines), while only six 
companies were guilty of this proceeding (40 machines). 
Eight municipalities bought the whole of their generators 
abroad, and two the bulk ; two companies bought all, the 
other five part, beyond our borders. Two municipalities 
bought all their engines abroad, three others some of them ; 
and six companies bought some of their engines of 
foreigners. 

The whole of the nm batteries and mains, we believe, 
are British. 

The vertical high-speed "engine is во far ahead of all 
others, that it is not worth while to take out the numbers ; 
yet it must not be forgotten that in several instances vertical 
low-speed engines have been adopted for the larger units. 
Except in a few isolated cases, such as Leicester, Blackheath, 
&c., the horizontal low-speed engine is in a practically 
insignificant minority. We must not, however, fail to 
note that the high-speed steam turbine is making steady 
progress; at least 22 stations are equipped in part, or 
entirely, with this class of prime motor. 

There are 91 undertakings using alternating current, as 
against 191 supplying direct current ; but no less than 24 of 
the 91 supply direct current also, though in many cases 
this is due to the requirements of electric tramways. Out 
of 282 undertakings, there are only 67 pure alternating 
current systems, or less than one-fourth. Of the А.С. 
systems, there are eight supplying two-phase current wholly - 


or in part, and three supplying three-phase ; the latter are 


used entirely for transmitting energy at high pressure to 
motor-generators in sub-stations. Two other authorities are 
installing two-phase plant, and one three-phase. Та no case 
of which we are aware (apart from power distribution under- 
takings) is three-phase current distributed to consumers, 
though two-phase current is used freely. These facts agree 
with our views expressed two years ago (March, 1900). 

There are 56 stations supplying power for electric traction, | 
as well as for lighting and motive power, ane several others 
are preparing to do likewise. 

The topics of frequency (which shows a marked tendency 
towards a standard of 50 cycles per second), supply pressure, 
capital outlay, public lighting, motors, systems of charging, 
refuse destructors, &c., are all enticing, but our analysis has 
probably already sufficiently taxed the patience of our 
readers. We, therefore, close these notes with the remark 
that only 76 undertakings are entirely without a battery of 
more or less importance; the larger stations do not greatly 
need their assistance, except perhaps for lighting the works 
independently of the generators, but we believe that the 
value of storage in small stations, on which we have 
often insisted, is very much underrated, and that the 
proportion of battery power will in the future be greatly 
increased. 
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MORE NOTES ON WIRING. 
Br FRANK BROADBENT, MLR E 


Ir the wireman in charge of an electric contract were asked 
to what wiring rales he was working, he would, in the 
majority of cases, promptly reply “ to the Phoenix." 

Further questioning would probably elicit the fact that he 
had never веер a copy of the Phoenix rules, and had but a 
vague notion of their contents. 


It is, perhaps, as well for his peace of mind, as for the 


satisfactory performance of his work, that he is not called 
upon to worry his head about wiring rules, but may rest 
assured— that is, if he is worth his salt as a wireman—that 
if he use the gumption with which nature has endowed him, 
and give the shibboleth “ Phoenix rules" when questioned, 
that all will be well. 

One.of the strangest things in connection with the elec- 
trical industry is that the rules and regulations to which 
wiring work is supposed to be carried out are, in great 
measure, drawn up by laymen, that is, by men who are not, 
and do not profess to be, electricians, and have but the 
scrappiest knowledge of the subject, if any. | 

The wireman’s life is ** no catch," but it would not be 
worth living if he were to be expected to put up his work 
in accordance with the many conflicting rules in existence. 

It speaks well for the safety of electricity that, under the 
circumstances, there are so very few accidents attributable to 
it, either from fire or shock. 

How rarely do we see а fire office inspector on an elec- 
trical installation. 

It is safe to say that with one or two exceptions there is 
practically no expert inspection of electrical work.on behalf 
of the fire offices. : 

Even this is à better state of things than that obtaining 
in Canada, if a writer in the Canadian Electrical News is to 
be believed. Speaking of the insurance companies, he says, 
* Usually, they omit the expert and his expense, and will 
send one of their own inspectors from the clerical staff in 
the office, who has graduated from licking postage stamps, 
and this inspector will pass some of the most dangerous elec- 
trical connections as being perfect, and assures his client 
that all is satisfactory." | 

The usual course in this country is for the insurance com- 
pany to send to the contractor a printed list of questions, the 
answers to which are to be filled in on completion of the 
work. This form is frequently filled in by an assistant in 
the engineer’s office, who may never have seen the installa- 
tion, and is then signed by an official who adds the saving 
remark, “ we accept no responsibility.” | 

After ‘all, this is а mere matter of form, and the time is 
not far off, when even this will be dispensed with in the 
case of simple house lighting work, and the insurance 
companies will accept the risk without question, as they now 
accept gas-piping work. 

But from the contractor’s point of view, this does not end 
the matter; the multiplication of public lighting stations 
means @ corresponding increase in the number and variety 
of wiring rules, rales which the engineer in charge for the 
time being seeks to enforce. 

There is no doubt that a higher standard of work is 
essential on installations connected to public supply mains 
than would be necessary on an isolated installation, nor can 
it be denied that the standard of wiring work has been 
raised by the action of station engineers in inspecting and 
testing wiring work before connecting it up to their systems. 

In very few cases has the station engineer the power to 
enforce his rules. The most he can do is to refuse to connect 
up to any premises unless һе is satisfied that such connection 
* would not cause a leakage exceeding 1d both part of the 
maximum supply current to the premises.” 

To put it on the lowest grounds, it is perfectly natural 
that for his own sake, a station engineer should object to 
inferior work being connected to his mains, and in the 
absence of any standard set of recognised rules, should draw 
пр a set of his own; but the proposal to permit апу and 
every engineer to formulate and enforce his own rules should 
be opposed on principle. 
needed, a set which should meet the requirements of the 
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A standard set of rules is urgently - 


} 
е» companies, the supply authorities and the 
‚ Electrical fires are now of comparatively rare occurrence, 
and are perhaps more frequent in the States than in this 
country, notwithstanding the rigid rules of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, The following are a few of 
the principal causes given in the last quarterly report of the 
above :—A cross between the primary and secondary wires 


of a transformer; the arcing of high tension switches; the 


use of motor starters without automatic release. Two 
recent fires which came under the writer's notice were 
caused (a) by а croes between a telephone wire and a trolley 
wire, which caused the partial burning out of a telephone 
box; and (6) arcing behind matchboarding, due to the 
severance of a wire by ascrew. A safety fuse was, of course, 
no protection in the latter case. 

When switches, fuses, ceiling roses, lampholders, &c., were 
made up on wood bases, when red fibre was used as an 
insulator, when joints were covered with gutta-percha tissue, 
fires were relatively more numerous. Not that any of these 
things are inherently bad under all conditions, but because 
under certain circumstances they may become sources of 
danger, it is well that such materials as slate, marble and 
porcelain have superseded them. 

Many a time, in the old days of lighting the Metropolitan 
and District underground stations, has the writer been tele- 
graphed for to Come and put out the fire" at St. Mary’r, 
or Cannon Street, or one of the other stations; fires caused 
by the arcing over of а D. P. fuse, by the overheating of a 
cable that had become thinned down by electrolysis, by the 
burning out of а wooden switch or lampholder, and from 
шш other causes that nowadays would be classed as bad 
work, 

Bad work is in these days rarely put up by a competent 
Wireman or responsible contractor. There is, however, a 
species of jerry wiring carried out by the mushroom 
electrician which cannot be dealt with by wiring rules, but 
only by some system of registration or inspection. 

Wiring is surely as important as plumbing, and if a 
“registered plumber," why not а "registered wireman ?” 


е 


How aN ELECTRIC FIRE WAS CAUSED. 


The “mushroom” electrician often swells out into a wiring 


contractor, cuts prices, and takes work from better men; 
gets goods on credit, which he does not pay for, and во 
carries on в parasitic existence at the expense of the trade. 
It is somewhat disconcerting to know that an electric fire 
may be a result of, rather than in spite of, rules, and here 
is а case in point :— | 

In the early part of this year an explosion took place in 
a surface box belonging to А” company. 

Before this occurred, a sudden load was observed to come 
on the generating station, indicating a short circuit. There 
was previously a leak to earth from one main. About the 
same time a fire occurred in a consumer’s house connected to 
the mains of “B” company. The supply systems were 
entirely distinct, yet the fire on B" system was caused by 
a leak on “A” system, and was due to the methods of 
earthing and interior wiring, both of which were in accord- 
ance with the B. of T. requirements. 
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It is easy to make diagrams of hypothetical cases in which 
this might occur, but one would hardly conceive such а case 
as is shown in the diagram on the previous page, which 

represents what actually took’ place. : | | 
a1 аз are the two cables of © A company, опе of which 
(ау) is grounded at G, to the water main, w м. This repre- 
sents the first leak noticed. | 

b is the concentric lead-covered distributor of В” com- 
pany, Whose mains run throughout the greater portion of 
their length in bitumen. | E 

M is а 400-volt motor оп в lead floor in а consumer's 
premises. The interior wiring is in iron piping in ac- 
cordance with B. of T. requirements. The motor frame 
is earthed to the iron pipe (4p.), which, in turn, is 
earthed through the metal cases of the switch, meter and 
fuse, s, m and f, to the lead covering of the concentric 
cable. The earthing conductor is & 7/18 vulcanised rubber- 
covered cable, marked (e). | | 

The iron pipe passes throngh, and makes good contact 
with, the lead roof (I. r.), as also does the lead water 


pipe (w.p.). 


Now, a, grounds at dz; there is a rush of current in: 


all directions. A considerable current passes down the lead 
sheath of ö, through the earthing conductor, up the iron 
pipe, across the lead roof, down the lead water pipe, to the 
water main, and back to d. How many amperes passed 
through the earthing wires is not known, but the current 
was sufficient to burn off the insulation. | | 

Thus а fire is caused in the premises of a consumer, 
whose main switch is “of,” by leakage from a company’s 
mains to which he is not connected, and when his own com- 
pany’s mains may be perfect. : 

What is the moral? First, that the iron piping which is 
supposed to be a protection was one of the causes of the 
fire ; and, second, that the present system of earthing is 
ineffective. Had the lead sheath been in metallic connec- 
tion with the water main the fire would not have occurred, 
nor would the water main have carried any more current 
than it did. Again, if all water pipes, gas pipes, lead and 
steel sheathings, and every other underground metal conduit 
were connected together at frequent intervals, the leakage 
current in each would be so reduced that electrolysis would 
not be the bugbear it now is. 


THE ART OF DESIGN FOR ELECTRIC ILLU. 
MINATION; DOMESTIC AND PUBLIC. 


By FRED. T. CASH. 


UNTIL а comparatively recent period, in spite of its general 
progress, applied art seems to have been without any apparent 
influence upon metal work as applicable to the decorative 
necessities of lamps, chandeliers or electric light fittings. 
With the exception of the classic styles, more particularly 
those of the Louis XV. and XVI. periods, all designs for 
lighting fixtures were distressingly uninteresting. If werefer 
to the types previous to, and current at, the time of the great 
exposition of 1851, it will readily be seen that no designer 
had yet appeared with a grasp of the necessary sense of 
beauty of either material or illuminating power employed. 
Our greatest designers and artists were equally at fault 
with the professional designers attached to the great manu- 
facturing houses ; in fact, so little attention was paid to the 
designing of such articles, that only quite recently it 
was considered derogatory for an artist to devote his 
attention to the subject. With the introduction of the 
incandescent electric lamp, however, a new feeling of freedom 
came to the artist, and offered to the intelligent, designer an 
opportunity to break through the old traditional customs. 
Unfortunately, however, the designer, freed from the trammels 
of convention, rushed into the other extreme, viz., the 
naturalesque motif, deeming such the proper treatment for 
the new illuminant ; needless to say, such designs have gone 
the way of all evil things. We have but to turn over the 
catalogues of from 10 to 15 years ago to see what uncouth 
floral monstrosities even people of the best taste were com- 
pelled to purchase and possibly admire. EM | 


the object with good sound tasteful execution. 


` is the only true basis of design. 


Precisely when a new spirit infused itwelf cannot be 
definitely fixed ; probably not further back than 1880. 
Prior to the date just mentioned progress lay strictly along 
the conventional lines of the Renascence, with the Italian, 
French and German variations; each style in ite turn was 
tolerated only so long as the artist and craftsman impressed 
In those 
days detail alone constituted the only visible variation in 
design. This is quite an immaterial feature when the 
pendant is fixed in position. 

Form, properly-utilised form, is, however, the essential; it 
Next comes the considera- 
tion of the correct and tasteful use of the material employed, 
and a true recognition of the principle involved according 
to the nature of the light. Take, for instance, the most 
common metal used, viz, brass; there is hardly & more 
beautiful metal; scarcely one more convenient and variable 
in its manifold treatment ; it lends itself with the utmost 
facility to the deft touch of the hammer or the chasing tool, 
and under proper manipulation takes on the various patinas 
and finishes as the artist may direct. Copper, iron, pewter 
and aluminium, all in turn, singly or in combination, lend 
themselves to the expression of the artist’s ideas in form and 
colour. 

The elimination of unnecessarily disfiguring detail, again, 
gives us the beauty of the material, and to-day our designers 
appear to have thoroughly grasped the larger and almost 
unlimited possibilities open to them. The practice of the 
mediseval ages would seem to have been revived, во thau 
now in good work, labour and material seem absolutely 
wedded. . 
` Fitly enough, it is to the architect we owe the great 
impetus which has so greatly changed our ideas; as more 
and more attention has been paid to the general fitments 
and decorations applied to our buildings, it became necessary 
to complete the architect’s scheme with good and true light- 
ing fixtures. True fitness in this particular lies in beautiful 
subservience. Light is the first essential demand upon the 
design, unobtrusive decorative construction is the second 
consideration ; good workmanship with harmonious effect is 
the final necessity. We are in some danger to-day lest 
the second qualification overrides all other considerations ; 
there is a great tendency to design for the sake of effect, 
regarding the lighting power as an accidental necessity that 
has to be tacked on at the last moment; this, however, is 
but a passing craze, and in due time will wear itself out to 
leave room for true refinement and utter fitness. Fitness of 
design for the surroundings in which the fixture is to be 


_ placed, is of paramount importance ; the Church demands a 


style in accordance with its architecture. The same is 
equally trae of large and important public buildings, and it 
must be borne in mind that in the selection of a design for a 
public building, boldness of effect, together with pleasing 
form, constitutes the ideal ‘choice of the fitting. Mostly the 
light is at too great a distance from the eye to have intricate 
detail, which is wasted. To design satisfactorily for such 
requirements, is not the most difficult task to the artist; it 
is when we come to the design of fittings for domestic work 
that the utmost care and refinement is brought into play.. 

With the great variety of taste and the idiosyncrasies of 
individuals to consider, it is necessary for the artist to 
command infinite variety in his creations. The very 
tendency for an unlimited tax upon the designer, tends to 
cause degeneration in the quality of his work, unless the artist 
has capacity equal to all demands that may be made upon 
him. It is always well in the choice of fittings for a 
purchaser to endeavour to get into touch with the artist 
who can suggest the most suitable fittings, both as to 
material, size, and design for the various rooms which are to 
be illuminated. | 

It is rather surprising that with the number of catalogues 
containing the work of good men, it is still impossible to 
satisfy the wishes of many purchasers; it is under these 
circumstances that the assistance of a satisfactory designer 
proves of the greatest value to the community. 

The fittings of, at any rate, one leading British manu- 
facturer embody the ideas expressed above; they have been 
especially designed for modern domestic requirements, and 
the designs have been so thought out that the metal itself 
forms in the finished articie no inconsiderable part of the 
decorative element, The nature of the designs necessitates 
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much more careful and painstaking craftsmanship than has 
hitherto been the case, practically every part of the fitting 
passing through the hands of the workmen rather than the 
machine. This necessary care tends to the improvement of 
handicraft, in itself no inconsiderable reward. 

Without particularising the types of fittings suitable for 
the uses to which various rooms аге dedicated, it remains 
only to say that properly chosen artistic and well-made 
fixtures will place the final seal upon a decorative scheme ; 
and that where not so selected the scheme will appear 
incomplete, and correspondingly unsatisfactory. 

We have hitherto confined our remarks to interior lighting as 
being the most concrete expression of modern lighting design. 
Public lighting is still in the hands of the Philistines, and 
such attempts as we have yet seen in the modern style can 
hardly be called successful, if we consider the St. Martin's 
and Embankment arc lamp columns as the best, expression of 
modern ideas. We shall look with considerable interest, not 
unmixed with trepidation, to further developments along 
new lines. The old are undeniably hideous; the new are 
differently so. 

But there is a far wider scope where the electric light has 
the whole field in front of it—viz., public illumination. 
Hitherto all schemes of illumination have been strictly 
night displays, the daylight effect being poor and incon- 
siderable owing to the necessary absence of all coloured 
fabric from the designs of set pieces. Now, however, by 
day or night a building can be equally effective. Up till 
this present year nothing of any striking originality has yet 
been shown, the most effective designs being of the old crystal 
type, converted from gas to electric illuminating power. 
With the absence of the danger of combustion, an immense 
field is at once opened to the artist who is commissioned to 
execute a scheme for the illumination of public buildings or 
thoroughfares. Flags, bannerettes, draperies, &c., are all 
available in close contact with the electric lamp, ап impos- 
sible feature with gas or fairy lights ; the steady luminosity 


of the electric lamp, clear or coloured, is eminently more 


suitable for outlining the main features of a building than 
the distressing flicker of gas jeta, which are liable to frequent 
partial extinction by wind or rain. 

In any scheme of public illumination worthy of the name, 
breadth of treatment must be secured if the scheme is to be 
successful. Massive colour by day and night is required, care- 
fully distributed. This may be gained by simple drapings, 
trophies surmounting suitable illuminated inscriptions, or 
other electrical devices. The free use of the primary colours 
is advisable rather than the softer tones of the composite 
colours, as the desired effect is one which should readily 
come within the vision rather than be singly attracted to 
the eye. Consider the soft haze that pervades our London 
streets, how delicately it enwraps the bold and joyous colours 


in a diminishing perspective that half reveals and half 


conceals an entrancing fairyland of animated colour and of 
dancing form ! 

The old withering evergreens can now be replaced by 
gaily coloured artificial wreathe and flowers that аге 
impervious to the weather. In the flowers and amongst the 
foliage are concealed electric lamps that illuminate the 
foliage as brightly as if it were day, and at night time carry 
the eye along the lines of buildings, balconies, &c., entwining 
round the capitals of such buildings as the Mansion House, 
Exchange, and West End clubs; these appear like lines of 
living colour, or by means of suitably constructed uprights 
they can be gathered together in canopy form, under which 
an allegorical group illustrating the empire might be placed. 

Farther, they offer a most picturesque effect swinging 
from side to side of the street, or forming a thick lattice 
work to delightfully screen some unpleasant temporary 
feature, such as a hoarding ог necessary scaffolding. 
Coloured translucent balloons may be used with an electric 
lamp inside where it is desired to illumine a lofty cornice 
with more colour than from the electric lamp alone; or they 
may be strung in single, double or treble festoons over the 
front of the building, or across the street. They can be 
procured in any colour, and when alight disclose themselves 
as luminous spheres of softly-coloured radiance. The most 
effective use of them, however, is made by forming clusters, 
of any number, and hanging them pendantwise from over- 
head lines, arches, or other suitable positions; then they are 


simply delightful, as they sway about with the slightest 
breeze, thus lending colour and movement to the scheme in 
which they are embodied. | 

Some of the illustrations which appear on another page 
of this issue will show what is being done by the aid of the 
electric light in the nature of set pieces, which can be applied 
to any suitable position, and will indicate the ideas enume- 
rated above. 

In conclusion, it is most sincerely to be hoped that our 
City Fathers and our County Councillors will rise to the 
present occasion and fitly commemorate the coronation of our 
Sovereign in a manner worthy of the times and the materials 
science and civilisation have placed ready to their hands. 
We cannot, of course, hope to illuminate London as effec- 
tively as Paris and other Continental cities can be done. 
Imagine, though, the trees in Hyde Park, along Piccadilly 
and elsewhere, alive with twinkling points of multi- 
coloured light; our narrow, inconvenient and tortuous 
thoroughfares might also indeed be rendered beautiful. But 
most of all let our bridges be the foci of our energies. 

The great waterway that stands for London’s greatness is 
surely most entitled to onr best endeavours. She, by nature, 
doubles the reward of every effort we make to beautify her ; 
every twinkling point of life, every living spot of colour we 
employ is again given to us, reflected tremblingly from that 
broad breast which heaves and falls in sympathetic rhythm 
with the hopes and’ fears and joys of England's loyal 
capital. 


THE OUTSIDE LABOUR QUESTION. 
Вт JAMES WHITCHER. 


WE do not suppose there is a single contractor for outside 
work who is entirely satisfied with the way he is served by 
his outside labour, skilled or otherwise ; at any rate, in the 
smaller trades, And to the majority of contractors in the 
electrical line, it must be a very vexatious question indeed. 
It is one beset with perplexities and difficulties of all kinds ; 
and yet in the mad cut-throat competition that obtains, it is 
one of the most vital importance. And, in some senses, it 
is because of it that electrical contracting work brings no 
reward at all commensurate with the energy spent on it, and 
that so few—miserably few—contracts secured under com- 
petition show a proper balance on the right side. 

Not that we are trying to put an unmerited load of the 
blame for this upon the shoulders of the outdoor workman. 
Very much of it is due to the unreasoning ambition and 
ignorant competition of young and foolish beginners, and 
adventurers in the trade; and yet more to the practices 
of many consulting electrical engineers, whose grand con- 
ception of their honourable profession is to act as croupier 
to their clients’ banker in a gamble where the banker has all 
the game—whose sole idea of a specification is a parody of a 
gambling coupon, concealing quantities and risks as much as 
possible, and standing forth as a brutally primitive entice- 
ment to speculation. But these unfair specifications call 
for chapters of denunciation to themselves, and with other 
iniquities of consultants, they fill another story, which must 
be told later. 

Still, however, the outdoor workman has some very 
serious faults ; faults which, intentionally or no, cause him 
to be a notable antagonist to the success of his already over- 
harrassed employer. How to remedy or combat them is one 
of the problems we have here to discuss. 

Undoubtedly the worst and most vexatious fault is bad 
timekeeping, as it usually carries with it the actual and 
punishable crime of giving in false records of time worked. 
Here is a very black spot on the character of wiremen in 
particular; bnt it is too well known by all concerned to 
stand in any need of proof, and to the great dishonour of 
the men it is nearly as prevalent a disease ав the trade itself ; 
for one is almost justified in calling even the trade a disease 
when it carries with it—inevitably, it seems—such malignant 
symptoms ; to the discredit, also, of the masters, who fail 
to take the severest possible measures to choke off the 
disease. For the good of the trade, every man detected in 
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the practice of giving false time-sheets should, without fear 
‘or favour, be promptly prosecuted for obtaining money on 
false pretences, and every conviction secured should be made 
widely known and posted up by the employers, so that the evil 
might bestamped out. In fact, we would earnestly advocate 
the sternest available measures against it, for it is taught to 
apprentices, and, we might almost say, is the thing most 
willingly taught them; sadder stil to think, most 
willingly learnt. 

Detection at first would be easy ; the fraud is so openly 
carried out. But after a time criminal cunning would be 
aroused in the confirmed cases ; and skilled detectives should 
be employed, in order to break up completely the present 
security in deceit. mE 

If every employer of outside labour, where effective super- 
vision cannot. be maintained, were to adopt this course, it 
is to be feared that, for a time at least, our magistrates would 
be very busy. Yet bare justice demands it; justice, not 
only to his own pocket, but also to the few conscientious 
ones among his workmen; for there are some with con- 
sciences, which usually are made a sore burden to them. 
Furthermore, much good can be effected by the printing of 
& warning on every time-sheet issued, pointing out the 
punishable nature of the offence, and threatening to follow it 
up. Of course, on & job where the amount of labour 
employed can bear the expense of a reliable foreman or time- 


keeper, this fraudulent time-keeping can scarcely exist, 


unless with the connivance, or because of the negligence, of 
the foreman. Thus, the actual building trades are very 
pure in this respect, whereas allied trades, not coming directly 
under the supervision of the building foremen (model foremen 
these are, in many ways), and admitting of only small gangs 
of men, are at the other extreme. A good arrangement, if 
practicable, would be to put them all under the builder's 
foreman with regard to time-keeping, general conduct 
and discipline. Sometimes other arrangements for keep- 
ing their times can be made; where work is being done 
in factories or fixed works, the factory timekeeper can 
undertake it. But in all cases it is just as well to 
keep ever before these workmen the danger of false 
dealing, for, in the best state of affairs, the 
opportunities for fraud are many, and, apparently, irresistible 
to them. 

Another fault is systematic idling; also quite too well 
known, but not so open to direct attack as the false time- 
keeping. It is universal, of course. Its practical effect is 
that the average working rate of many men, drawing full 
wages, is such that the performance can easily be surpassed 
by any lad or amateur with a modicum of intelligence and 
skill. The means by which it is achieved are many and 
various. Gossips, discussions, horseplay, lost items of tools 
and materials, frequent stomach stays and comforters, sweet 
musing wanderings, and so on, all serve the game very 
nicely, and make life pleasant amid the sordid surroundings 
of one’s work. Even the strictest of foremen is sometimes 
beaten by it. He has often to compromise, in order to keep 
together a sufficient gang of men to get the work through. 
When habits are engrained in a body of men, it is hard for 
one man to fight against them. The result of victory must 
needs be the virtual banishment of the dwelling places of 
these habite from his sight ; and that is not always a politic 
victory to achieve. 

The one most promising and far-reaching remedy we can 
suggest, is а system of making every man supply faithful 
records of the work he has done, setting it out clearly on his 
time-sheet. It is in many ways a difficult rule to maintain, 
but, at all costs, accurate and comparable details should be 
insisted upon. "Thus each man is compelled, independently 
of anyone else, to lay up the material for his ultimate 
advancement or undoing. 

The sheets should be specially arranged to facilitate the 
making of these records, and a definite system of reckoning 
or measuring up the work adopted for each trade. .It is not 
an easy thing to be done, but it is worth doing. The 
keeping of men up to their work, and the fore-knowledge in 
estimating of exactly what labour costs are just and reason- 
able, do much for the stability of a contracting trade. 
A considerable proportion of the gambling element is thereby 
eliminated, and a steadier tone given to the trading. 

Оп many small jobs the man has practically to be his own 


foreman, as it were. It is, therefore, not much to require 
that he should report on himself. False or misleading state- 
ments of work done should, of course, be punished by instant 
dismissal of the offenders: it might even be possible, by 
adopting suitable terms of engagement, to bring such offences 
under the law. Even on large jobs where a foreman is 
employed, the system has its advantages, being in some ways 
а safeguard against his neglect or incompetence, and in any 
case stiffening his authority, by showing the men that the 
central authority is close behind, and therefore it is impos- 
sible to ** negotiate" him. The foreman might be required 
to endorse each man’s performance with his own opinion of 
it, whether good, bad, or indifferent, comments which will 
materially assist a firm in weeding out its bad workers and 
consolidating a reliable working staff. 

Uncertainty of skill is another vexatious fault in the 
outside workman. By right there should’ be no doubt 
whatever of his skill and capacity to carry through the work 
entrusted to him ; for the very nature of it means that he 
is thrown largely on his own intelligence and resources in 
accomplishing it. Real, unimpeachable skill within the limits 
of his particular work is therefore a trying necessity jn the 
outdoor man ; yet one doesn’t find that the need is often 
well satisfied. The man good in one item of his work, is too 
frequently bad in the remainder. In fact, one learns in time to 
classify one’s men into various degrees of incompetence. It 
ів а provoking circumstance, and serious in its consequences ; 
for over-specialising ih outdoor contracts adds enormously to 
the cost, and the outdoor hand of to-day is far too much of 
а specialist. How and why he has become so is a mystery ; 
for the ruling influences do not tend that way here as they 
do in the shops. Perhaps it is because of recruiting from 
the shops. Certain it is, the decently all-round man is 
disappearing everywhere, and it is a very narrow sort of 
skill that the average artisans of to-day possess; and as a 
class they appear to take no trouble to themselves to widen 
their range of experience. As apprentices and improvers 
they slur over their work, content only to do it, heedless of 
understanding more. Thus grow up around us bodies 
of men deeming themselves skilled, whom any earnest 
amateur, put to the mill, could easily and quickly sur- 


This deficiency is most acutely realised in outside work, 
where real independent skill and resource is so much to be 
valued. There are men who, to compensate for it, have laid 
up а rich store of fads and fallacies, which théy treasure as 
trade knowledge, and exploit to excess. This mental equip- 
ment of abortions of old-time rule-of-thumb theories, without 


` their excuse or practical worth, seems to be gathered from 


idle, untutored discussion, wherein the more positive and 
assertive man of the group is the indisputable oracle. 
Tenets of trade creeds thus assimilated are tenaciously held, 
in lieu of anything better ; and they аге а deadly nuisance 


in a man to those who have to suffer him. They make him 


impervious and sullen to more enlightened direction, and one 
chafes at the oft-time necessity of letting him go his own 
gait, trusting to luck to bring him through his work without 
absolute failure. А little knowledge of this sort is indeed 
a dangerous thing in a man at times, and there are jobs in 
which one would feel safer and happier with a labourer off 
the streets than with such a one. Suppression, prompt and 
stern, is the measure that should be meted out to the out- 
door workman with promiscuous theories and ideas ; for he 
must needs be at moments without a keeper, and mad doings 
may result, | 

A very important point in the regulation of outdoor 
labour, is the number of working hours allowed. Lax 
employers permit many more hours per week than they 
ought ; and the workmen avail themselves rapturously of the 
opportunity. For many good reasons the standard working 
week for outside men should be somewhere about 45 hours; 
and all engagements ought to be definitely and expressly 
made on this basis. Under present conditions men grumble 
bitterly if restricted to less than the conventional 54 hours ; 
and they will blithely put in 60 and 70 hours, all heedless of 
the fact that conditions of light and weather make work, in 
any sense satisfactory to the employer, impossible for a huge 
proportion of the time. The humble candle is invoked, and 
might be a Wells light for the important function it is sup- 
posed to fill. In truth, it forms a very nice focus for a 
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twilight gossip, and sheds its kindly rays over the simul- 
taneous pursuit of pay and pleasure. | 

From 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for five days of the week, with an 
hour for dinner, and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays, are 
the effective working hours available during the winter 
months ; and all attempts to snatch further hours from the 
night are terribly expensive to the employer. It is bad 
policy to make any difference in the nominal hours for the 
remainder of the year; but of course overtime can be more 
reasonably allowed. There are scores of arguments in 
favour of these short hours. One is the difficulty of getting 
іп a longer period without the added time being misused. 
The pre-breakfast turn counta for searcely anything ; unless 
a very able and strict foreman be in command, and the dis- 
cipline of it has been inculcated into the hands by ceaseless 
vigilance, as in the cage of builders' men, who are seldom or 
never out of control of a foreman. And a start before 
8 a.m. of a surety means a surreptitious. breakfast or lunch ; 
likewise a prolongation after 5 or 6 p.m. as surely means an 
unauthorised pause for tea. So certain is this to happen, 
that no excess over the standard hours should be permitted 
at any time, without insisting on the half-hour intervals for 
breakfast and tea. Again, on short hours men will, quite 
unconsciously, start quicker to their work and maintain it 
with more zest, out of weariness of inaction and desire to be 
doing something. Such a system is ulso a grateful relief of 
stress for foremen, staff, and headpieces generally. 
The“ smart, sharp” employer will be amused at the idea of 
this being an advantage; he prefers opposite tactics, deem- 
ing he earns dividends thereby, but actually they are won in 
very despite of his error. The true managing genius knows 
that over-stressing himself and his staff, proves ultimately 
one of the greatest financial blunders he can commit. 


The one objection against a short-hours system, that it 


cripples the usefulness of working plant, though admittedly 
of much consequence in a costly workshop, scarcely applies at 
all to outside work, where the plant charges item is compara- 
tively small. Another objection, that it necessitates a larger 
staff of workmen to cope with the work, is no objection at 
all—rather the reverse. It is good to have adequate labour 
forces always at hand, prepared for emergency work, and able 
to act with that promptness which cheapens execution as 
well as encourages fresh business. The more means in reach 
of the managing staff, the more sure its work, and the less it 
is worried and strained. It is better to face a 20s. loss in 
the time of a workman than a 5s. loss in the time of a 
member of staff. The first is gross loss, anyway; the 
latter may grow into pounds. "The most competent and best 
intentioned of staffs is helpless without adequate hands ; and 
Hit is surely no part of its work to scheme how to do 
without. It is better to provide a surplus of what is the 
cheapest factor, comparatively, than to clog the whole 
machine. | | 

The larger staff of workmen necessary with a short-hours 
system, is, therefore, an advantage rather than otherwise. 
Moreover, it provides a better selection of men for particular 
work—a great consideration where skill is so unequal and 
uncertain as it usually is. All who have to deal with small 
gangs of men, have often and sorely to regret having to send 
men on jobs for which they know them to be unfit. Once 
decided upon, the short-hours principle must be strictly main- 
tained, and overtime made as rare an occurrence as possible. 
Overtime work in outside trades is most often of a very costly 
and unsatisfactory kind. Discipline is relaxed, and there pre- 
vails a great desire to husband strength and effort against the 
terrible strain of an extra hour or so of toil. The general result 
is as though the extra work had never been attempted. Of 
course, it is inevitable sometimes; but only the very steadiest 
of workers should be selected for it. The great majority 
are absolutely unworthy of the confidence. Likewise, work 
at unusual hours should be given only to men of steady 
plodding habits; and should be paid for at extra rates, lest 
they become aggrieved at having it to do. 

A question to be faced is that short hours will mean a 
demand for higher wages rates. Бе it so, there is not of 
necessity a loss in this. Remember we are taking the cream 
of the man’s working day, and simply, in great measure, 
cutting away the time that is usually wasted. Abatement 
in output must not be countenanced ; therise in rates to be 
conditional thereon. Further, the opportunity ought to be 


taken to е men more justly according to their working 
value. The present dead level of wages is absurd, seeing 
that the ranks of skilled labour contain all grades, from men 
scarcely better than labourers, to those really masterhands at 
their trades. There is urgent need of classification according 
to mental and manual capacities, for we repeat that 
nowadays the fact of & man having served his time is no 
guarantee of true craftsmanship. Under present conditions, 
skill and experience are not forced on a man, they only come 
to him seeking. And all are not seekers, The right to 
grade his employés according to their real wages value, is 
one to be jealously guarded by the employer, and adhered to 
strictly and consistently. Its application is needed, ially 
now, to strike a blow at the evil represented by the swelling 
bodies of men, content to be only nominal artisans, and falling 
short of the fact both in spirit and deed. ' 

Taken thus in conjunction with an efficient system of 
grading wages according to competency and steadiness, a rise 
of wages rates can be viewed with entire equanimity. It 
may, in fact, be made the means to that desirable end. 
There is decided clashing here with trade union ideas; but 
that is inevitable. However kindly one may be disposed to 
trade organisation in theory, it is impossible to follow or 
acquiesce in its false principle of levelling up, or rather 
down. Equality is an exceedingly convenient principle to 
organise a trade by, but a very improper one to control it. 
It can only justly be applied to the case of unskilled labour, 
and its dominant tendency is to bring the skilled man down 
to this level, degrading him ultimately to the exhibition of 
less technical intelligence than the tools he works with. А 
trade union which recognised and admitted the existence of 
various degrees of skill and technical knowledge among its 
members, and co-operated with employers in classifying 
them, and helped generally to develop а greater earnestness 
of purpose in them, would be of immense service to the pro- 
gress and prosperity of the trade. But as now conducted, a 
trade union is of little or no good for converting unsatis- 
factory workers into efficient ones ; it simply helps them to 
perpetuate themselves. For the sake of simplicity of 
organisation, the unions encourage the excessive specialisa- 
tion, which is the drawback of the skilled trades of to-day, 
and which the masters adopt for the sake of saving their 
pockets the cost of teaching their workers ; thus artisanship 
is continually declining. 

(To be concluded.) 


ELECTRIC WIRING METHODS OF TO-DAY. 


Wits PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO CONDUIT SYSTEMS. 


By FRED. BATHURST, A.M.I.E.E. 


NEARLY seven years ago, in 1895, I suggested that Herbert 
Spencer’s description of the principle of evolution would be 
particularly applicable to the electric wiring industry. Those 
were the good old wood-casing days, and 1 likened the 
industry to the first stage of evolutionary progress“ the 
unanimity of the ignorant "—for many were the conservative 
% jog-along engineers and contractors who wished to be 
left to carry out wiring as they had always done it—that was 
as a wood-casing system. Of course, the wiring work they 
had been connected with had always been well done, and 
from their experience they claimed that wood-casing was 
amply efficient for the purpose, and that no substitute need 
be introduced or new-fangled ideas adopted. Incidentally, 
I remember that when I first talked “conduit " to a much 
feared, if less revered, luminary of the electrical insurance 
world, he twitted me in his “everything must be to the 
satisfaction of the fire inspector” kind of way, and asked 
why the word “conduit should be used at all; for, said 
he, we have known iron, water, and other kinds of pipes 
for years, and why not call it just plain “ piping " ? 

Change and progress in the electrical business i3 irre- 
sistible, and to-day, although we can only be considered in 
the second stage of evolution—-“ the disagreement of the 
inquiring "—the word “ conduit” has become as compre- 
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hensive and general, as describing the method of wiring now 
adopted, for one and any of the various forms of electrical 
ducts, pipes, or tubes now before the trade, as has the use of 
such material itself. Ifthe newly coined word“ Armorduct” 
should in future become equally general and colloquial, as 
indicating and describing a specially made form of pipe or 
conduit for electrical use, I shall have no need to fear the 
tribulation that common saying assigns to a prophet—being 
without honour in his own country. 

The publication of this special number of the ELxo- 
TRICAL REVIEW presents an opportune moment for briefly 
noting the *'whitherwards" and trend of electric wiring 
practice, for, within the next few months, the approaching 
Coronation festivities will see the night, equally as the day- 
time, turned into continued brightness by means of electric 
lighting applications, but the various temporary methods of 
wiring that will be adopted may have permanent effect in 
directing and influencing future progress The wiring 
contractor in every town should seize this unique business 
chance, to impress upon the general public the immense pos- 
sibilities that electricity has over all rival illuminants in 
a to safety, ease, and the adaptability with which it 
lends itself to effective and artistic illumination. If the 
occasion is properly catered for by both supply station engi- 
neer and contractor, the impetus given to electrio wiring 
progrees will be felt for many years to come. 

Such an impetus is at the moment specially welcome, 
inasmuch as, during the last few years, some of the trade 
branches of the electric lighting industry have not enjoyed 
profit commensurate with the general business development. 
Internal competition between the many ontaide firms taking 
up electric lighting is beginning to re-act injuriously. **Cut- 
price” work may arise from the inherent difficulty of closely 
estimating the labour required for different classes of wiring 
construction work, but the real problem before the industry 
is how to reduce the initial cost of wiring, so that good, safe 
and permanent work can be done at a cost per light that 
the general public is called upon to pay in connection with 
competitive illuminants, such as, for instance, gas supply. 

Our general position is, that the majority ef those cus- 
tomers who can afford to pay a high initial cost for electric 
wiring have now been supplied, and the electric wiring con- 
tractor, in catering for the more extensive field which has 
now to be found amongst the níiddle-class public, finds it 
increasingly difficult to obtain the price he has formerly 
asked ; that is to say, those now wanting electric light 
demand lower-cost wiring—in fact, they do not want to 
pay more for conduiting and wiring their premises for the 
application of electricity than they pay for the piping system 
for a gas supply. 

It is just at this point that the pinch is being felt, and 
this condition of affairs must steadily increase as the larger 
electric lighting field becomes covered. Now the price of 
wiring can be reduced according to the nature and quality of 
the material—such as insulated wire or conduit—being used, 
and by the class of labour or construction being employed. 
Under the present wiring principle—requiring that two 
insulated conductors, the lead and return, must be employed 
within some form of protecting duct—it is a commercial 
impossibility to compete with the lighting equipment—a 
simple pipe—the gas man has to erect. On the other hand, 
we have the assurance of the station engineers, that if the 
electric light customers they connect have “demand” enough, 
the station is able to supply electricity to them at a cheaper 
- Tate per unit than the gas people can supply the equivalent 
cubic feet of gas for. This inducement, however, is only of 
benefit to the few /arge consumers, and does not appeal to 
the very large possible number of small consumers. It is 
obvious, therefore, that when the initial cost of wiring is 
made more nearly competitive with the cost of gas pipe, 
electricity will always secure the preference, if not so much 
in respect to its burning cost, at least in respect to its 
superiority in use. 


How is the electric wiring trade to meet this “ low first: 


cost requirement ? 

To-day the insurance companies tacitly allow the use of 
many grades of conduit protection, whether of iron, brass, 
or as a lead covering on insulated wires. They do, however, 
practically fix the quality of the insulation of the wire used, 
although having very little control over the nature and. 


quality of the workmanship under which the wiring systems 
are installed. Conduit material came into use mainly on its 
merits, for 100 ft. of conduit costs considerably more than 
the equivalent of wood-casing, and the contractor who uses 
conduit only decides to pay this extra cost, because he finds 
that in so doing he can save on the cost of labour of erection. 
He further finds that the extra mechanical protection given 
by а substantial conduit is well worth having, in his own 
interest as well as that of his customer. | | 

The mistake, or to put it less argumentatively, the 
difficulty arising to-day, is that the proper mean. of 
mechanical protection cannot be obtained for the lower- 
priced wiring work which has to be done. If the insurance 
companies would insist on a standard grade of constructive 
protection as firmly as they adhere to a certain quality of 
insulation, a marked improvement would at once take place 
in wiring work, and the writer would hazard the remark 
that once a uniform standard of mechanical protection is 
ensured, it would be found possible to considerably lower 
the insulation standard, per se, and bring out the important 
point that superior mechanical protection is in the long run 


. Cheaper, more economic and permanent than the present 


striving after high initial insulation resistance. 

Working under the above conditions, the trade would 
soon Г ise the commercial impossibility of using two 
insulated conductors within а conduit if we have to compete 
with the smaller gauge and less perfect pipe sufficient for 


gas piping. The pioneers of concentric wiring have suffici- 


ently proved the principle that good electric wiring con- 
struction can be effected by employing only one insulated 
conductor, leaving the return conductor uninsulated. Again, 
if the uninsulated conductor is arranged around it as an 
" outer," other incidental advantages follow. A сопвійег- 
ably smaller conduit can be employed for one conductor than 
that necessary for enclosing two conductors, and the опу 
commercial way in which we can supply a£ the same cos! 
the high-grade quality of pipe or conduit preferably required 
for electric wiring, i& to reduce its necessary size below that 
required for gas piping. The writer believes that the . 
standard method of wiring which will ultimately be adopted 
will consist of some suitable form of conduit enclosing and 
protecting a single inner conductor. It will, in fact, be an 
accessible concentric system. 

When the station engineer had to meet the difficulty of the 
heavy initial first cost of his mains, he adopted the scientific 
expedient of doubling his voltage, so that at one step he 
doubled the actual carrying capacity of the copper con- 
ductors already laid. This device has given him breathing 
time for a short term of years, but the dedalion daemon of 
electrolytic trouble is following him up, and forcing him to 
devise still further improvement and less expensive methods 
of laying his mains, | | | 

Return conductors (of ample carrying capacity), main- 
tained at “earth ” potential, have not yet received the attention 
that will ultimately be bestowed upon them. Our “ scientific 


. professors have not yet drawn the distinction between the 


* earthing” of a definite conductor and the old idea of the 
* earth of telegraphic days. The apotheosis of the station 
engineer rests in his apostasy to the antique and the liberal 
use of a conductor rather than insulation. | 

Electric railway engineers have successfully fought their own 
battle, so that they are allowed to put uninsulated return 
conductors in the earth, whereby their first cost of insulation 
may be kept within reasonable commercial limite. When 
will supply station engineers decide that a bold policy in 
respect to earthing will also show them the straight road to 
commercial success ? | 

The writer knows of no real reason why accessible con- 
centric wiring, consisting of a bare copper wire inside an 
interiorly-insulated iron pipe, or if preferred, an insulated 
copper wire inside a suitable protecting metallic conduit, 
should not be at once adopted as a method of wiring equal, 
and in many respects superior, to that at present favoured. 
If the word and the influence of station engineers is given to 
this low cost method of wiring, no insurance authorities can 
stand in the way, and much of the existing difficulty in 
respect to the interpretation of rules will be automatically 
removed, whilst an immense and immediate field for develop- 
ment is opened up to all branches of electric lighting 
business, 
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Retracing our steps, so as to review in more detail the 
conduit methods followed to-day, we have observed that con- 
duit of some form or other has been generally adopted in 
place of wood-casing by reason of the superior mechanical 
protection offered, and we at once notice that the cost 
conditions have had the effect of opening an electric market 
to the thinnest tube that can be made. Birmingham bed- 
stead tube makers, for instance, having already been 
through their own cheap piping battle, have been able to 
seize their opportunity, and to-day we find the “ Brummagem- 
made ” close-joint piping changing its field of application, 
and taking to itself the glory of the designation “electric 
conduit.“ Close-joint is a good distinctive name to 
differentiate the bedstead class of tube from brazed, welded, 
seamless-drawn, and other types of water-tight pipes, but 
nowadays the geam or joint can be brought up so close that 
when the tube is painted black it is likely to deceive inex- 
perienced buyers, who are liable to believe that they are 
obtaining a waterproof and seamless tube. 

The only advantage close-joint tube should claim, that of 
being smooth and free from internal fins and burrs—owing 
to its innocence of welding—is at once lost whenever the 
pipe has to be bent cold on the job, as it then collapses on 
itself, one edge working inside and presenting a sharp razor- 
like edge towards the wires inside. Should the tube be bent, 
во that the collapse occurs on the outside curve of the bend, 


the contained wires may escape damage, but in practice many 


instances can be found where the braiding and the insulation 
on the wires, being drawn into the badly-bent tubes, has been 
torn off as cleanly as if it had been cut purposely with a 
knife. The above reason may also account for the fact that 
the majority of wiremen putting up close-joint tube, prefer 
to thread the tube on to the wire length by length, before 
fastening it in ‘position. This *threadling" method of 
wiring cannot be called true ** conduiting," for probably not 
one length of threadled wire in & hundred is likely to be 
accessible in the sense that it can be drawn out again in case 
of breakdown of the insulation. Those who argue they 
“don’t want to draw wires in and out," must at least 
grant that a greater factor of safety is provided 
where true accessibility“ is insisted upon, and this 
can only be secured by first installing the conduit 
system complete in itself, and then drawing in the wires 
afterwards. Insurance inspectors should recognise that 
they have in this feature of accessibility the best 
possible and a thoroughly practical means of determining, 
with comparatively little trouble, the merit of the workman- 
ship as well as the quality of the material employed upon 
any installation. With a cheap conduit, the tendency must 
be to employ cheap labour, with consequent liability to 
inferior construction. If, however, inspection meant that 
the contractor would be called upon to withdraw and re- 
insert a length of wire from any part of the installation, say, 
between lamp and switch or a switch and fuseboard (which 
would be very little trouble), such a test would ensure that 
good quality wire would be used throughout, and stop the 
practice of joining small pieces of wire together to reach 
through a conduit length. Further, the conduit itself would 
have to be carefully installed throughout, so that the wires 
could be readily put back again, and this would effectually 
checkmate the threadling wireman, over whose work and 
conscience there is at present very little control. 

* Simplicity " of installation is certainly to be thought of, 
and, if possible, secured ; but without a correct combination 
of practical and scientific ideas we may be doing things too 
* simply," and laying up for ourselves a store of trouble. 
Suppose, for instance, we admit that we are using high 
quality insulated wire, and placing it under fair mechanical 
protection as afforded by a close-joint metallic pipe, arguing 
that if such a conduit lets water in, it also lets it out! It 
then naturally follows that non-watertight coupling-sleeves, 
or sliding type sockets, can be advocated as saving cost of 
time of labour in installation. We shall thus have secured 
“simplicity " with a comfortable feeling as to the pocket, 
but how are we to reconcile such practice with the fire 
insurance regulations which demand that where electrical 
conductors are enclosed in metallic sheathing, the whole of 
the sheathing is to be efficiently earthed throughout ? 
Experience early proved that a conducting material, whether 
employed directly as the conductor or not, must, when it is 
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adjacent to current-carrying conductors, be treated as if it 
might itself become a conductor. In an ordinary conduit 
run there are probably from 10 to 20 joints, and it is not 


possible with the sliding contact between the enamelled 


surfaces of the conduit and sliding coupling sockets to 
ensure electrical conductivity throughout. Thus, a simple 
joint —from the workman’s point of view — appears 
lamentably bad from that of the electrician. Such 
jointing can only be permitted tentatively, and should 
The 
way out of the difficulty is to ask an increased price for the 
conduit, and provide sufficient thickness of metal, so that a 
screw thread and screwed socket can be used, for whether 
the tube is enamelled or not, when the ends are firmly 
screwed up into a socket, an electrically-good and water- 
tight joint can be ensured. As soon as sufficient thickness 
of metal is provided for screwing purposes, it becomes pos- 
sible to braze, or, preferably, weld, the longitudinal joint or 
seam, and thus secure a waterproof and watertight conduit 
system throughout. The screwed jointing socket has the 
farther advantage of mechanical strength, and will not pull 
open at a bend when wires are being drawn through, even if 
the conduit lengthe are not properly fastened up. Here 
again also the threadling wireman is checkmated, and a 
truly accessible or draw-in wiring system secured, for if the 
Wireman tries to put up wire and screwed conduit at the 
same time, he will have to spend most of his time untwisting 
the wires, as he will twist them together when he is screwing 
the new length of conduit into the screwed socket on the 
last length. Owing to the long innings that gas has already 
had, there is plenty of ready trained pipe-fitting labour— 
labour which is already experienced, and which it is far more 
satisfactory to employ than the unskilled labourer who may 
undertake pipe fitting with sliding joints. In justification 
of the above criticism, it may be pointed out that those who 
originally advocated close-joint tube with sliding couplings, 
are, in their present day lists offering to supply brazed tubes 
of heavier gauge, with ends screwed, so that they must already 
recognise some demand in this direction. | 

As also opposed to the close joint being the simplest 
system, we now find that no less than siz varieties of 
conduits are being listed, and that it has been found 
necessary, if not desirable, to work out no less than 
500 varieties of fittings! These facts may be advertised 
as an advantage pertaining to the system, but one must 
feel sorry for the distracted contractor who tries to keep 
stock of, or to make up order lists from, such a variety 
of parts, and the thought arises whether a better basis 
cannot be secured upon which to work with scientific 
economy. 

A philosopher would put it that “realism and idealism " 
must now be reconciled by the antithesis of experience. 

The writer does not believe in criticising * what is 
without suggesting “ what may be” better practice. It is 
true that his own early ideal was taken at the other end of 
the conduit scale, and that his commercial struggles to secure 
recognition of the advantages of insulation-lined iton pipes 
have taught him that the requirements of scientific perfection 
must be blended to suit prevailing commercial conditions. 
This has now brought him to advocate a medium-grade 
conduit, which is designated ** Armorduct," as keeping a 
distinction between the cheap type conduit at present 
favoured and the gas piping the electrical trade has to compete 
against. | 

* Armorduct" is a special quality steel tube, having a 
medium thickness of wall, which is welded and treated under 
& special process, by which it is possible to guarantee a 
perfectly smooth interior. The tube is enamelled inside and 
out with an insulating enamel which is moisture, acid, and 
alkali proof. The enamel itself is flexible, and applied in 
such a way that it must closely adhere to the surface of the 
steel for the purpose of preserving it from oxidation, rust or 
corrosion, which may arise from the nature of the plaster 
material or the building in which it may be installed. The 
pipe material ів of such quality that all-sized pipes from in. 
to 13 in. inside diameter, can be readily bent cold by hand 
labour on the job without splitting the tube or chipping 
the enamel. The process of manufacturing ©“ Armor- 
duct" has been carefully worked out with a view 
to providing a conduit which will give thoroughly 
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good electrical and mechanical protection to the conductors 
it has to enclose. In price, and inside diameter, Armor- 
duct" can compete with gas-piping, and offers in addition 
its special points of suitability to electrical requirements, 
The screw-thread, standard for gas pipe, can be cut upon it, 
but a special thread, designed to better meet electrical con- 
ditions, is recommended for use as it allows considerable 
labour-saving to be effected. The outside diameters of 
“ Armorduct" conduits are the same as those adopted for 
standard gas piping, so that standard gas fittinys which are 
suitable for electrical use can be worked in if desired. 
Elbows and Tees of the accessible—but watertight type 
are used when unecessary, but in ordinary work are better 
superseded by a new type of so-called ‘knock-out " 
box. This watertight box is of convenient diameter, 
about 2} in.—and provides space enough to take a jointing 
or outlet porcelain fitting, or for making an ordinary 
insulated joint on the wires. The cover can either be 
screwed or clipped on, suitable covers being provided 
according to the porcelain fitting used therein. It is a 
much improved type of box, inasmuch as it can serve either 
48 а one, two, three, or four-way outlet ; the necessary hole 
is knocked out of the side as required by a sharp blow 
from a hammer, provision being specially made that the 
metal at the outlet points is sufficiently thinned down. This 
design of box saves the stocking of the four distinct types 
hitherto necessary, as it will serve for one or all uses. 
Ordinarily, the conduit is slipped through the hole knocked 
out, and clamped securely in position by screwed locknuts 


on either side, or the hole made can be readily tapped on - 


the job, so that a pipe or reducing bushing can be screwed 
in as well as locknutted, and thus perfect electrical con- 
tinuity is secured throughout the piping and fittings. 

Ав each length of conduit is sent out screwed, in ordinary 
case8 the amount of screw-thread cutting required on the 
job is not very great, as the screwing only becomes necessary 
when the lengths of conduit have themselves to be cut to 
fit. Specially designed screwed tube ends are supplied, so 
that the wires can be brougbt out of ** Armorduct pipes with- 


out liability to abrasion, and these fittings are equally 


suitable for use in the holes of the boxes themselves, Аз а 
matter of fact, all the generally-used fittings have been 
designed to fill two or more applications—for instance, one 
porcelain base serves for the make-up of the four or tive out- 
let fittings, fuse, switch, wallplug, or ceiling rose ordinarily 
required, and a complete piping system can be installed with 
a minimum number of parts—conduit, socket, box, cover, 
tube end, aud porcelain base being the few standard parts 
absolutely necessary. 

The full details of the Armorduct" system of wiring 
will be brought to the general notice of the trade in due 
time, and it is here referred to, not as offering //e solution to 
the wiring question as to cost, but to point out that it is 
possible to give thoroughly good conduit construction at a 
price bus little higher than that prevailing for the cheap 
work now being done, which is open to considerable 
criticism, The prevalence and growth of the present cheap 
conduiting will not assist the development of wiring progress, 
and the effort of to-day should be to raise the standard of 
wiring work, so that it can serve for the present two-wire 
application, and at Ше same time be good enough to turn 
over to one - wire concentric work, as soon us the supply 
station engineers find themselves seriously put to it, to seek 
that possible extension, and what will eventually be their 
full sphere of application, the supply of electricity for lighting 
to did lighting point at which gas is at present being 
used, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Lamps for Coronation llluminations. 


J have an idea of purchasing some of the. translucent 
busts of their Majesties the King and Queen, but as they 
will not be required until the long evenings are upon us, | 
shall have no need to light them up for more than one hour 
during the night, as the inhabitants of the little town in 
which [ reside go early to rest. 


Now current for this short period will cost me 7d. per 
unit, and I have been thinking that by the use of Crawford- 
Voelker lamps I might make a considerable reduction in my 
electricity bill, as they are said to take less current than 
others on the market. | 

Perhaps, if your tests on these lamps are completed, you 
will be so good as to inform me whether this is 
correct. If so, there are doubtless many others, besides 
myself, who would gladly economise at a time when one's 


expenses are likely to be heavier than ever. 
A. C. R. 
April ist, 1902. 


[It is true that the Crawford-Voelker lamps are said to 
have а very high efficiency. We regret, however, that we 
are not in a position to offer an opinion on the subject. 
Three months ago we made a proposal, published in these 
columns, “ {о carry out independent and impartial tests of 
the Crawford-Voelker lamps, at our own cost" ; on January 
17th we announced that the proprietor of the Crawford- 
Voelker patents has consented to provide us with a quantity. 
of these lamps, in accordance with our proposal for the 
purpose of making a thorough test of their life and 
efficiency." We also said, In the meantime, we propose to 
refrain from further comment on previous tests," and “ if 
the tests confirm the qualities claimed for these lamps, we 
shall be among the first to congratulate both the inventors 
and the electrical industry in general upon a decided step in 
advance," 

We have loyally refrained from comment, in accordance 
with our statement; but we have not received the lamps. 
An extraordinary number of inquiries has come to us 
during the interval as to the address of the makers of the 
lamp, and as to the proposed tests, and we have from time 
to time inquired of the proprietors when we should have 
the lamps, receiving scemingly evasive replies. 

But if a set of Jamps suitable for testing cannot be 
furnished within a period of three months—well, what are 
we to think We leave the solution to our readers ; they 
need no assistance from us in order to find it.— Ebs. 
КЕС. REV. 


- - — —— — — — 


Engineers’ Appointments. 


I herewith enclose a cutting from the Bournemouth 
Visitors’ Directory of 5th inst., giving part of the proceed- 
ings of the Bournemouth Council meeting on the appro- 
priate date, Ist inst. I am sure the account will be 
interesting to other station engineers who, like“ Mary 
Jane," are trying to better themselves. The cutting cer- 
tainly gives an account of what I think usually takes place 
when an engineer is required, although in this case a good 
deal of time, foolscap, and copies of testimonials are saved 
by appointing a man witlfout advertising. ‘This raises a 
point I should be pleased if you would answer in your legal 
column. I was under the impression that municipalities 
had to advertise for officials to fill vacancies. 

] do not wish to say anything against Mr. Barber: | 
must congratulate him on obtaining such a nice post in the 
ever-green valley of England. 

The only thing l regret is, that ] am not on very friendly 
terms with some large firm of consulting engineers. 

Mr. Barber is not the only man in the kingdom who has 
«опе through tramway work, and such things are a little 
disappointing to those who have had experience but have 
not influence. 

Mary Jane. 


[The report will be found in cur * Notes" columns,— Ёр, 
Erec, Rev. | 
| Tramway Management and “ Finance." 

The attainment of the maximum revenue return with а 
minimum of expenditure is, or should be, the object of 
every Corporation and general manager. This object can 
only be attained by making a careful and systematic study 
of the various departments, officials, &., catering for the 
greatest possible passenger traffic (due consideration always 
being given to the safety of the public), and conducting the 
management and business on a good, sound, commercial 
basis. 

F 
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As regards the officials and staff, the general manager 
himself should be a man of wide commercial experience, 
should possess good executive ability, be a master of detail, be 
able to judge the capabilities of his staff, have some legal 
knowledge, and should possess the important faculty of 
combining judgment, tact, and diplomacy, not only in the 
handling of his staff of officials, and the management of 
his tramways, but in the more delicate proposition of dealing 
with complaints, accidents, &c. 

If the Corporation wish to provide him with an efficient 
staff to carry out his responsible work, they should always 
endeavour to obtain the best men possible at the salary they 
offer, and should provide him with specialists in their several 
departments. In reference to his right-hand man, viz., the 
traffic superintendent, he should be a man well versed in the 
technicalities of his work, be well used to the handling and 
control of men, and be able at all times to successfully cope 
with any increased demands for traffic (which from time to 
time take place) providing he has the labour and rolling 
stock placed at his disposal. 

The car-shed superintendent should not only be a good 
practical man, but be well versed technically in the construction 
and testing of motors, controllers, and all accessories on the 
car, and thoroughly understand the rolling stock in general. 
There should also be an overhead wire and construction 
superintendent to thoroughly inspect and maintain in good 
order all wires, &c., and able to competently superintend 
any extensions which may be required. The permanent way 
ought to be periodically inspected. As regards small cor- 
poration tramways, it is sometimes economical to obtain men 
who are fully competent to fulfil a combination of some of 
the duties of more than one department, but in the case of 
large corporation tramway systems, it is most advisable 
and economical to obtain competent specialists in their 
several departments. It will not be out of place here to 
state that some of the minor responsible officials should be 
offered and paid higher salaries in proportion to their several 
positions on the staff. The motor men should be very well 
instructed in regard to the smooth working and running of 
their cars, more especially when starting and stopping ; this 
should be done gradually, which prevents undue strain on 
the motors and the cars themselves, also the unpleasant 
jolting of the passengers. 

The rolling stock should be periodically overhauled, 
inspected, cleaned and greased (where required) ; with such 
systematic inspection, &c., the life of the car is increased, and 
cost of maintenance is kept low. As regards the choice of 
the tramcars themselves, there are different opinions ; some 
tramway engineers and managers are in favour of the small 
type, and others are in favour ‘of the large type of 
cars. Neither type (taken separately) fulfils the ideal ; under 
average local conditions, generally a combination of cars of 
the large and small type is the most economical. For 
example, supposing we take popular seaside resorts; in 
winter, when the traffic is comparatively small, then the 
small type of car is the more economical, because they 
require less power to drive them. In summer the large type 
of car is the more economical because they carry the most 
passengers. The fact must not be lost sight of that, whereas 
the large type of cars require more power to drive them 
than the small ones, stil] at the same time the labour 
cost of running them, ie. the ‘motorman and guard, is 
exactly the same. Therefore, in winter it would be false 
economy, under the above conditions, to run large curs com- 
paratively empty of passengers, owing to the excess of energy 
used for no useful purpose; and in the suinmer it would 
be false economy to run a very quick service of small cars 
to cope with the large passenger traffic, because by so doing 
you have a big capital outlay on a large number of cars, 
comparatively increased labour expenses, and increased depre- 
ciation and maintenance expenses, Again, in large manu- 
facturing or business cities, generally a combination of the 
large and small type of cars is the most economical, for the 
very obvious reason that at certain hours of the day, viz., 
at morning, noon and evening, there is generally a large 
passenger traffic which has to be met by having the large 
сата; again, during certain other hours of the day the 
passenger traflic is comparatively small, and Chen the small 
cars are the most economical. To state the proposition 
in à few words, there are the hours of large traflic 


demands suitable for the large cars, and the hours of 
small traffic demand suitable for the small cars, 
assuming, of course, that the time service of the cars 
is the same in each case. The question then resolves itself 
into what is the most economical method to follow to attain 
the maximum revenue returns with minimum capital outlay 
and expenditures, because this question affects the whole 
question of the power station design, size of feeders, number, 
size and cost of cars, extent of the staff, maintenance, 
labour, &c. 'The answer to tbis is to judge the local 
conditions, obtain some reliable data of the probable 
passenger traftic (from generally already existing conditions), 
and the probable increase ; and from these data so proportion 
the combination of the number of each type of cars, large 
and small, that with the agreed-upon time service you 
carry the full complement of passengers at all hours of the 
day, with the minimum outlay of capital, labour, con- 
sumption of power, and maintenance expenses. In 
conclusion, I may say that there is yet another method of 
considerably increasing the revenue of Corporation tram- 
ways, Which, up to the present time, has not been adopted 
by a great many Corporations in this country. 


William R. Bowker. 


A „Poser“! 


This question is delightful. The examiner, in the first 
place, does not seem to regard the fact that “ inductor ” is 
a term applied to a class of dynamos first introduced by 
Kingdon, in which iron pieces, called ‘inductors,’ are 
moved to open and close magnetic circuits, and it is well 
that the term should be confined to that class of machine. 

Perhaps as the examiner mentions '* poles," we may take it 
that by inductor” we are to assume that he means the 
“stator” of an induction motor—three-phase. 

These useful terms, for which we are indebted to Prof. 
S. P. Thompson, “stator and “ rotor,” ought to be always 
used in reference to induction motors to prevent confusion. 

Then the 15 poles is a somewhat peculiar number of 
poles; an unheard-of kind of magnet is one with 15 poles : 
magnetic poles have hitherto been supposed to exist in 
pairs, so that in this machine there would be 74 pairs. 

Probably the question refers to a machine with ** 15 pairs,” 
or 30 poles The examiner who put that question ought to 
spend a session at Finsbury College. 

R. Kennedy. 


Leeds, April 4th, 1902. 


The speed of an induction motor is equal to the number 
of alternations divided by the number of poles, less the slip. 
Therefore 50 ~ per second = 6,000 alternations per 
minute. 
18 = 400 revs. per minute; 
3 per cent. of this = 12. c 
400 — 12 = 388 revs. per minute. 
E. Austin. 
[This is delightful ; our correspondent falls neatly into 
the trap. Of course, we take it to be meant for a trap; if 
it were a misprint it would imply very careless proof-reading. 
The use of traps in examinations is doubtless justifiable, as 
the object is to sort out those who tink from those who 
don’t ; but why should students be puzzled by the intro- 
duction of terms not in common use, e. )., the substitution of 
“inductor ` for stator ? — EDS. Enc, Rey. | 


Voltage of Foreign Central Stations. 


Can you inform me if there is any book published that 
will give particulars as to voltage, &c., of foreign electric 
light stations such as those in India, Australia, China and 
the Cape, &c.? If not, could you give the information 
in your next issue, as it would be of great value to shippers 
in England ? 

Anglo-Indian. 

[А list of Colonial, K., electricity works is given on pp. 
512—595 of the ** Universal Electrical Directory“ (Berly's), 
with particulars of voltage, frequency, &c.— EDS. EI. G. 
Rev. ] 
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Overhead Mains. 


I have been specially interested in the letter of Mr. John 
Roberts, borough electrical engineer of Durban, Natal, in 
yours of 28th ult., as the whole installation for. the Durban 
Corporation was laid down to my specifications and 
estimates, I being at that time their consulting electrical 
engineer. 
volts, 62 periods, transforming to 100 and 200 volt, and, in 
my time, all mains were underground, concentric rubber 
covered and armoured, laid direct in the ground, and 
protected by bricks or tarred boards ; arc lighting continuous- 
current series, 1,500 volts, Mains rubber covered, and lead 
sheathed. Since my time, other systems have been dove- 
tailed in. As my firm in Durban are contractors, they have 
many times experienced the inconvenience of fixing the 
house services to suit both Corporation and consumer, 
as the letter of Mr. Geo. Marshall Harriss in your 
issue of 4th inst. anticipates. However, this, in my 
opinion, із but a detail. The bare wires are cheap (?) 
and nasty. I have had bitter experience. The 
difference in temperature between noon and midnight 
in Durban is so great that prevention of undue sag or 
excessive strain in the wires is impossible. The lightning 
is so violent (I could tell you some stirring lightning stories) 
that no arresters can definitely be said to “ arrest" on over- 
head mains in either Natal or the Transvaal. The growth 
of trees ів a constant source of annoyance. Finally, should 
a hurricane like that of a few years back again strike Durban, 
these overhead mains will be ^on est. The wind exceeded 
80 miles per hour on that occasion, and held the writer fast 
in a corner as with a grip of iron. The poverty-struck look 
of the thing in a nice town like Durban—which is really the 
show town of South Africa, where the borough engineer is 
always improving in his own department—the dangers as 
above stated, and the very doubtful cheapness, made me very 
sad when I saw these mains being erected. About the 
incandescent street lighting the less said the better. All 
the main streets are lighted by continuous current arcs in 
series, fitted on handsome iron poles, under the original 
scheme; and the contrast between this lighting and the 
dark tunnel of the Berea Road leading to the main 
residential districts is very marked and, at the same time, 
painful, My idea for the suburban street lighting was by 
series enclosed alternating arcs run from special regulating 
transformers with movable cores. The mains would be 
` exceedingly cheap and permanent, and not іп cast- 
iron pipes (as I should have mentioned the con- 
tinuous current arcs now are), but in the ground 
direct, as the house lighting mains are. For the 
suburban house lighting, my idea was by three-wire 
transmission at 440 volts on the outers by triple under- 
ground mains ; the high tension feeders supplying the house 
mains at small brick-built overground transformer houses, 
placed at varying distances from half-mile to one mile apart 
depending upon the load. The transformer boxes Mr. 
Roberts has got are very good. The difficulty he seemed to 
fear in adopting underground mains was the length of house 
services on the Berea, as the houses lay back a fair distance, 
as a rule, from the road, but I found that almost everyone 
was willing to pay a fair charge extra for an underground 
connection sooner than have an overhead wire spoiling the 
look of his property, and the Corporation could have made 
this charge both low and an annual payment. 

As I have every wish tosee Durban go ahead and flourish, 
I sincerely hope those of your readers with any experience on 
this question will give Mr. Roberts their ideas as to bare over- 
head mains. I am afraid he may think I am prejudiced, 
although nothing is further from my thoughts. j 


Fred. Н. Hadfield, M. I. E. E., M. S.. 
London, April 5th, 1902. 


Electric Kitchen Cars. 


Referring to a paragraph in your © Electromobile Notes“ 
on the 4th inst., headed ** Electric Kitchen Cars," I notice 
you say that the Distributing Kitchens, Limited, are inaugu- 
rating a service of electric kitchen cars, 1 should like to 
point out that the company bas already been running a 
constant service of dinner deliveries throughout the entire 


The system is single-phase alternating, 2,500. 


-Poole in the concluding article of the series. 


winter, utilising one of my company’s delivery wagons sup- 
plied for the purpose. 

The service has given great satisfaction, no failure to 
deliver up to time having occurred on any single occasion 
during the term of contract, which says much for the relia- 
bility of the electric car. 

The Distributing Kitchens are so well satisfied with the 
system, that they propose shortly to put a large number of 
these cars on similar service. 

Theodore G. Chambers, 
Managing Director, 
T'he British Electromobile Company, Ltd. 


500-Volt Electric Shocks. 


I must still maintain—and I am supported by the 
opinions of my friends, some of whom have had many years’ 
practical experience—that it is quite possible to receive 
shocks and burns, sometimes with fatal results, from a 
500-volt circuit. 

As mentioned in my previous letter, I have received three 
severe shocks and burns by making only light and momentary 
contact with the conductor. Оп each occasion I was in a 
semi-conscious condition for several minutes afterwards. 

My friends also have received shocks with the same results ; 
and I have spoken to men who have been badly burnt and 
rendered unconscious by grasping a live conductor and 
making a good earth with their feet. Further, Sir, the fact 
remains that both men and horses деге been killed by shock 
from a broken trolley wire. | 

If my memory serves me correctly, such an accident 
occurred in Liverpool last year. 

In your current issue Mr. Ingram states that he has on 
two or three occasions grasped the conductor and rail with- 
out experiencing any serious results. Мау І suggest that he 
has omitted to tell us that he was wearing at the time a 
thick pair of woollen or other gloves. 

I am not a timid subject, but I always treat 500-volt 
circuits with the greatest respect, for I know that they 
punish undue familiarity swiftly and severely. 


Albert E. Vezey, A. M. I. N. E. 
London, April 7th, 1902. | 


The Testing and Management of Electric Motors. 


I shall refer to the method of testing advocated by Mr. 
I take this 
opportunity of thanking him for the more courteous tone of 
his last letter, and can assure him that what I have said in 
regard to hint No. 7 is true. I further pointed out in the 
following article, that an ammeter reading of a 4-H. P. motor 
overloaded to 80 per cent. of its rated power would be by no 
means the same as a 10-u.P. motor under the same con- 
ditions, Those articles were set up" two months before 
his criticism appeared. 

The effect of weakening a motor field, or of raising the 
brushes of a running motor, does not call for further comment 
ав I see Mr. Poole is in agreement with me. With regard 
to the latter operation, it will be seen from the article, that 
I do not recommend it being done unless under exceptional 
circumstances, simply because it is likely to result in injury 
to the commutator. ` 

Mr. Dix has kindly pointed out my omission of — w ” 
in a previous equation. This was so evident a slip of the 
pen as to render its special correction unnecessary. The 
equation, and the method of testing referred to, are by no 
means new. They were known to the writer upwards of ten 
years ago. They will of necessity occur to anyone finding 
what value of c gives to w its greatest value. Mr. Dix 
employs the calculus and finds, correctly, w at a maximum 


when с = nm or the current reduced to half its original 


value, 
I do not intend to trespass further on your space in con- 
nection with above subject. 
i P. T. White. 
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CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 
XCVII.—SYDNEY ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


BUMMARY. 


Extent of Contract.—Supply, delivery, and erection of boilers, 
condensers, steam alternators, pipework, motor-generators, trans- 
formers, switchboards, &c., required for the electric lighting of 
Sydney. 

System Employed.—Three-phase alternators, generating and trans- 
mitting electric energy at 5,200 volts to five sub-stations, will be 
employed. At two of these stations, motor-generators will be 
installed, the energy being distributed by means of a three-wire 
direct current network. At the other three stations, trans- 
formers will reduce the pressuré so that energy is distributed on the 
three-phase system with 240 volts between outer conductor and 
earthed middle wire. 

Ultimate Size of Station.—The station is designed to contain ulti- 
mately 25,000 r.H.P. 

Present Instalment.—2,500 1.H.P. и 

Boilers.—Five to be installed of the water-tube type, each capable 
of evaporating 10,000 lbs. of water per hour, when fired with smull 
coal by means of mechanical stokers. 

Working Pressure.—160 lbs. per sq. in. 

Mechanical Stokers.—The sum of 41, 500 to de allowed in tender 
for this item. 

Fuel Economiser.—To be of Green's latest improved pattern, fitted 
with 576 tubes, the scrapers being driven by means of a three-phasc 
electric motor. 

Superhvater.—One separately fixed superhcater to be provided 
capable of giving any amount of superheat up to 100° F. to 
60,000 lbs. of steam per hour at 160 lbs. pressure. 

Feed Pumps.—Two to be provided of Messrs. G. & J. Weir's make, 
each capable of pumping 10,000 gallons of water per hour against 
165 lbs. pressure. 

Ferd Storage Tank.—One to be supplied capable of holding 
15,000 gallons, divided into two equal sections. 

Condensers.—Three to be provided of the surface type, horizontal 
pattern, two to be capable of dealing with the exhaust steam of 
600-K W. set, one with a 300-x w. set. The cooling surface allowed to 
be not less than 1 sq. ft. per 10 lbs. of steam condensed per hour. 

Air Punps.—To be of Edwards type, and arranged to be driven 
by means of three-phase motors. 

Circulating Pumps. To be of the centrifugal type of ample size 
for their respective scts, each to be driven by means of a three- 
phase motor. 

Steam Alteruators.—l'hree to be provided, two of 600-xw. size 

and one of 300 kw. capacity. 
ш Type of Engines.— Alternative offers may be made: if of high- 
speed type, speed not to exceed 230 revolutions per minute; if of 
low speed, fitted with Corliss valve gear, speed not to excced 
100 revolutions per minute. In any case, if double-acting engines, 
must have not less than two cranks ; or if single-acting, not less than 
three cranks. 

Specified Overload. —20 per cent. in excess of full load for periods 
of one hour. 

Frequency.—Not to be less than 40 ~ or more than 60 ~ per 
second. 

Parallel Working.—Satisfactory parallel working to be guaranteed 
at all loads. 

(fovernors.—An ordinary governor adjustable whilst running 
within 5 per cent. and capable of controlling speed within 3 per 
cent. between no load and full load to be provided. If full load 
thrown off momentary increase not to be more than 5 per cent. 
An emergency governor also to be provided. 

E'cciters.—-Direct-coupled exciters to be provided, though alter- 
native offers may be made for rope-driven exciters. 

Steam Guarantees.—To be given in tender when exhausting to 
atmosphere and working condensing at both full and half loads. 

Velocity of Steam іп Pipes.—Not to exceed 5,000 ft. per minute 
for bigh pressure steam, or 4,000 ft. per minute for exhaust steam. 

Velocity of Water in Feed Pipes.—Not to exceed 200 ft. per 
minute. 

Overhead Travelling Crane.—The sum of £750 to be reserved for 
this item. 

Storage Battery.—For generating station use, to have a capacity 
of 1,500 ampere-hours when discharged at rate of 200! amperes. 
Terminal voltage to be 105 volts. 

AMotor-C'enerators.—Five to be supplied for usc in two of the sub- 
stations. Two to consist of 150-K w. three-phase induction motors, 
cach direct coupled to two 75-K W. direct-current 260-volt dynamos, 
and three to consist of a150-Kw. three-phase induction motor, direct 
coupled to a direct-current 520-volt dynamo. 

Speed.—Not to exceed 500 revolutions per minute. 

Transforiers.—To be supplied of various specified sizes, single- 
phase type, connected on the circuit in sets of three, so that 
they supply a three-phase distributing system with 240 volts 
between outer conductors and middle wire. 

Switchboards.— А number of high and low-pressure switchboards to 
be provided and fixed, all as specitied in detail. 


Customs Dues.— Will be paid by Corporation, all other charges 


must be borne by contractor. 

Date of Complction.—To be named іп teuder. 

Penalty лог Late Completion.—4100 per week. 

Terns of Payment, —70 per cent. of value of work done and plant 
and material dclivered on site during month. 20 per cent. on 


engineer's certificate of completion. 10 per cent. at end of period 
of maintenance. 

Period of Maintenancc.—Six months from date of completion. 

Inspection.—All material to be inspeoted iu this country beforc 
shipment is made to Sydney. 

Arbitration Proposals.—All disputes as to cost of work done to be 
referred to an independent arbitrator appointed by President of 
Institution of Civil Engineers, disputes as to quality of work to bc 
decided by engineers. 


Date for Receipt of Tenders.—Tenders to be delivered to Messrs. 


-Preece & Cardew, 8, Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster, S.W., not 


later than May 7th, 1902. 


This specification has been prepared by Messrs. Preece and 
Cardew, the consulting engineers to the Corporation of Sydney, 
N.S.W. In some respects, it is the most interesting which it has 
been our province to comment upon in this series of articles. The 
details have been decided upon after personal examination of local 
conditions, with the result that they contain several novel features. 

The area over which distribution is required is of considerable 
size, and the site of the generating station was not such that a direct 
current system, pure and simple, was desirable. Hence all the 
energy required will be generated three-phase at 5,200 volts pres- 
sure, and distributed at this pressure to five points in different 
parts of the city. At two of these, situated nearest to the centre of 
the city, motor-generators will be placed to supply a three-wire 
direct current network with 240 volts between middle and outer 
conductors. This wil permit of direct current motors being used 
in the central area, and thus enable the undertaking ѓо cultivate a 
motor load. 

From tbe generating station, and also the remaining three sub- 
stations, a four-wire three-phase distribution system will be sup- 
plied, the lamps being balanced, as far as practicable, between the 
earthed middle wire of the star-connected network, and each of the 
three outer conductors. The lamp voltage is 240 volts, and such a 
system seenis to be specially suitable for residential suburban areas, 
where the load is principally of a lighting character, This por- 
tion of the scheme resembles the much talked-of Dublin proposal, 
now approaching completion. 

It will be noticed that, contrary to the tendency of present 
day practice, a separately fired superheater is demanded. This is 
another direction in which this шау be deemed a pioneer specifica- 
tion, fur information which has reached us from several quarters 
leads us to think that future practice will, to a large extent, discard 
the present method of combining boiler and superheater. 

Although a direct current supply from the battery and spare motor- 
driven exciter and booster is available at the generating station, it 
will be observed that three-phase motors are specified for driving 
all the subsidiary electrically-driven machinery. 

The general conditions are, on the whole, acceptable; the date o 
completion must be given in the tender, the penalty for non-com- 
pliance with which is £100 per week. 

The terms of payment are fair, and, with regard to arbitration, 
while all points involving questions of cost are subject to the 
decision of an independent authority, all questions as to interpreta- 
tion of specification and quality of materials are reserved for the final 
decision of the engineers. We regret this, for we feel that it is 
fairest to all parties when there is the possibility, if found to be 
necessary, of an appeal to an independent authority in all questions 
of disagreement. | 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


"Ark " Lamps.—We understand that Messrs. Johnson 
and Phillips’s now well-known “ Ark” lamp is meeting with much 
approval by reason of its good burning qualities, solid, durable 
construction, economy in carbon consumption and trimming, and 
low price. Owing to its high candle-power (2,000 nominal), it is 
claimed to be specially suitable for Coronation decorations, and can 
be supplied with various ornamental cases to harmonise with the 
surroundings. We have before us a full set of the different 
circulars which have been issued by the makers; these include onc 
containing copies of a number of excellent testimonials which base 
been received from electrical engineers and others who have had 
experience of their working. ‘These lists may be obtained from 
Messrs. Johnson & Phillips on application. 

The firm is turning these lamps out at the rate of about 100 per 
week, and keeps a large stock for immediate delivery. They can 
be loancd out for the Coronation, and are fitted if desired, with 
either piak, green, or ruby globes, instead of the ordinary alabaster 
or clear lobes, and by a combination of these, а light is obtained 
closely resembling day light. 


Coronation Pins.—We have received from Mr. Archibald 
J. Wright, of Islington Electrical Works, 318, Upper Street, N., а 
list of his " Coronation ` electric scarf pius, also a specimen pin. 
The pius have been specially designed tor use duriug the great 
celebrations which are approaching. The letters “Е” “К” and а 
crown appear on either side ог on the top of the pin; the pins have 
insulating backs, and are titted with terminal hooks for easy attach- 
ment of the lamp and wire. The trade can obtain numbers of Mr. 
‘Wright's descriptive circulars without name on if they apply t» 
him. 
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Electrical Wares Exported. 


WEEK ENDING APRIL Этн, 1901. | WEEK ENDING APRIL 8TH, 1902. 


Adelaide А ix „Value £42 Aarhuns. Teleg. сее: . Value £250 
i Teleg. wire .. ee 129 | Alexandria .. j T 77 
Bombay i Se sa 5 $7 Amsterdam. es 6 .. 836 
Brisbane ane - "m 68 Bankok " 181 
Calcutta oe "E Buenos Ayres. Teleph. ‹ cable 660 
Canada iria U.S. у, ss .. 180 Caleutta s vs 1.816 
Cape Town. .. 105 ' Cape Town. .. 667 
Teleg. mat, E 80 Teleg. apprts. -- 55 
Channel Islands .. s 17 Channel Islands .. T . 788 
Christiania. Teleg. mat. m 91 | Colombo . .. Bl 
Colombo ea . 190 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire .. 150 
" 'Teleg. mat. i Я 54 Durban св s .. 502 
Copenhagen. ‘l'eleg. wire T 34 з Teleg. mat. is . 653 
Delagoa Bay m zs PA 91 " Teleph, wire. .. 465 
Durban - T ze .. 105 | East London T x . . 1,887 
Hast London ae id - 24 Fremantle .. m s $a 42 
Gibraltar . . 158 Hamburg oe © ane oe 52 
Gothenburg. Teleg. wire 220 Madras es Tm T .. 190 
Hamburg. is 25 Malaga НЕ bs T T 58 
Teleg. mat.. zo UN Melbourne .. a . 185 
Hong Kong. Telex. mat. .. 120 Pasages ue - "m .. 888 
Lyttleton .. ё or 60 Perth. " «s "M .. 620 
Madras d T . ) 766 Piraeus Е 5 es "е 77 
Malta - ae 16 Port Elizabeth m is . 249 
os Teleg. mat. .. 131 Sydney ex 4 - ve 2,594 
Melbourne. Teleg. mat. e 576 К 
Monte Video. Teleg. mat. 24 
Perth. ee oo ' ae &5 ! 
Port Elizabeth za га ej, 963 
Port Said. a we ^ 17 
Rangoon  .. - y © 11 
Ronen v 225 бә ws 55 
Shanghai = Ey ain .. 422 
Singapore. „ 222 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire . . 247 
Sydney я % .. 201 
is Teles. wire és SO 1,170 
Taku. Teleg. instruments .. 108 
Tokio. RES 82 
Vigo. Teleg. paper - ve 22 ' 
Yokohama .. $a e 156 
ji Teleg. apparatus . 110 
Total T Boii 1*7 £12,018 
Total — 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


. Value £36 | Calcutta. Elec. appts. .. Value £48 
Gothenburg. Elec. apprts. .. 45 


Durban. Telephones 


Total ee oe £88 


— 


Auction Sale.— Details are given in our advertisement 
pages to-day of an auction sale to be conducted by Messrs. P. Hud- 
dleston & Co., at Manchester, on April 17th, of a quantity of 
electrical apparatus, comprising 20 dynamos and motors, various 
switches and accessories, also cables, wires, electric light fittings and 
lamps, &c. 


Bankruptey Proceedings,—Mr. Sam Wells Page, 
Wolverhampton (Official Receiver in Bankruptcy), has issued a 
statement of the affairs of Lewis Bayliss, electrical accessories 
manufacturer, residing at Ridding Lane, Wednesbury, and carrying 
on business at Brunswick Park Road, as F. Terrill & Co., and at 
Ridding Lane in the partnership firm of Lewis Bayliss & Co.; and 
also carrying on business at 110, Cannon Street, London, E. C., as 
Cordwell & Co., and at 1 and 2, Bucklersbury, in the City of London, 
as the Thames Electrical Manufacturing Company. The gross liabili- 
ties of the debtor are set down at £2,273, of which £2,226, in respect 
of 46 unsecured creditors, is expected to rank for dividend. The 
assets are estimated to produce #439, made up as follows :—Stock- 
in-trade, £95; trade fixtures, fittings, utensils, &c., £161; 113 
book debts, £460, estimated to produce £220; total, £487; from 
which £47 has to be deducted in respect of six preferential 
creditors, thus leaving £439, and a deticiency of £1,786. "The bank- 
rupt states the causes of his insolvency to be“ mismanagement of 
the busines: of Cordwell & Co., ard taking over the liabilities of 
the Thames Electrical Mauufacturing Company with insufficient 
capital." Accompanying the statement of accounts are lengthy 
observations by the Official Recciver, who says that in October, 
1896, the bankrupt, who is only 25 yearsof age, commenced busi- 
ness as а cycle and electrical accessories manufacturer at Walsall 
Street, Wednesbury, with a capital of £100. Subsequently he 
acquired other businesses, one of them being that of a clothier. In 
January, 1902, the bankrupt purchased a business known as the 
Thames Electrical Manufacturicg Company, at 1 and 2, Bucklers- 
bury, London. He states that an account was prepared, showing a 
deficiency of £50, but undertook to discharge the liabilities, which 
amounted to about £900. He paid £400 off at once with money he 
raised upon sale of or mortgage on an interest he had under his grand- 
father's will and the marriage settlement of his father and mother. 
This business was managed for him by bis brother, who managed 
the clothing business, assisted by a Mr. E. T. Oubridge, who was a 
partner in the business before the bankrupt took it over. In 
February last the bankrupt discontinued the business, and removed 
the stock to Wednesbury. The unsecured creditors consist of 
£890 17s. 5d. in respect of the business carried on as the Thames 
Electrical Manufacturing Company; £564 4s. 5d. in connection 
with the business of Cordwell & Co.; £616 1s. 1d. in connection 
with the business of Terrill & Co. ; and £154 14s. the bankrupt's 
separate debts, The Official Receiver says he does not think the 
assets will realise the amount they are estimated at; and he adds: 
—The bankrupt has not kept proper books of account, and the 
information he has given relating to the acquirement of the various 
businesses and his dealings is very vague. He appears to have 
taken over businesses without proper investigation, and without the 
slightest probability of being able to efficiently superintend or 
control them, and has been most rash in incurring liabilities he 
could not meet, He accounts for his deficiency as follows: — Loss 


in connection with Lewis Bayliss & Co., £400; ditto Terrill & Co., 
£461 3s. 4d.; ditto Thames Electrical Mpnufacturing Company, 
£743 8з. 8d.; ' ditto Cordwell & Co., £490 6s. 2d.; estimated loss 
upon enforced realisation of assets, £486 14s. 6d. ; law costs, &c., 
£14 14s.; total, £2,596 6s. 8d. Less amount raised upon rever- 
sionary interes; under father’s and grandfather’s wills, £400; 
surplus of assets over liabilities, March 12th, 1901, £410; total, 
£810. Present deficiency, £1,786 6s. 8d. 

First meeting of creditors, April 11th, at Wolverhampton ; public 
examination, April 17th, at Walsall. 

Messrs. Lewis Bayliss & Co., of Ridding Lane, Wednesbury, 
state that they are in no way concerned (except as creditors) in 
the bankruptcy proceedings of Mr. Lewis Bayliss (trading as 
F. Terrill & Co., the Thames Electrical Manufacturing Company, 
and Cordwell & Co.). Mr. W. Sanders, the proprietor of Lewis 
Bayliss & Co., proposes to carry on the business in his own name, 
guaranteeing all future accounts. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions, — The Kalgoorlie 
Power Syndicate, Limited, will meet at Winchester House on 
May 21st to hear an account of the liquidation from Messrs. H. J. 
Dixon and W. A. Smith, liquidators. 

Notice is given in the London Gazette of the release of liquidator 
(Mr. H. de V. Brougham, of Carey Street) of the Madras Electric 
Tramways Company, Limited. 

At meetings held at Amberley House, W.C., on March 10th and 
25th, it was decided to wind up the Tramway and Railway World 
Publishing Company voluntarily, with Mr. R. A. Smithson as 
liquidator. 

A meeting of the Nuneaton Electric Company will be held at 
Nuneaton on May 7th, to hear an account of the winding-up from 
the liquidator, Mr. H. B. Harris. 


Books Received.—“ Journal of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers, No. 155, March, 1902.” London: E. & F.N. 
Spon, Limited. 4s. 

“ Report of the U.S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries for the 
year ending June 30th, 1900.” Washington: Government Printing 
Office. 1901. 

“ Electric Power Transmission," by L. Bell. 
trical World and Engineer. 

“The Cultivation of the Mathematical Imagination,” by Mary E. 
Boole. Colchester: Benham & Co. 6d. 

“ Magnetism in Growth,” by S. P. Thompson. 
Frowde, 1902. 1s. net. 

“The Deep-Level Mines of the Rand,” by G. A. Denney. 
London: Crosby Lockwood & Son, 1902. 25s. net. 

“The Factory and Workshops Act, 1901," by C. W. Williams 
and C. E. Musgrave. London: Alan Stuart, 1902. 38. 6d. net. 

“ Konstruktionstafeln fiir den Dynamobau," by Prof. E. Arnold. 
Stuttgart: Ferdinand Enke, 1902. In two parte, M. 20°70 each. 


Business Announcements.—Messrs. Heaton, Smith 
and Co. advise us that they have now begun operations in their new 
works, Barford Switch Works, Irwell Road, Pendleton, Manchester, 
to which address all communications should be sent. The new 
works are nearly four times the size of the former works, and are 
equipped in a thoroughly up-to-date manner. Everything has been 
so arranged as to cope with the best class of work in accessories and 
switchboards, and quick delivery will be guaranteed. 

Mr. William Patterson, of the City Wire Works, Walker Gate, 
supplies patent ‘‘ matchless self-lubricating " dynamo brushes. 

The British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited, of Rugby, are 
supplying their standard Edison incandescent lamps for illumina- 
tion purposes. 

Mr. G. Braulik, of 217 and 218, Upper Thames Street, E.C., asks 
us to state that he is making special arrangements for the manu- 
facture of allspecial devices, letters and crowns in incandescent 
lighting for the Coronation. He will also supply the standard 
“ Philip " incandescent lamps, plain and coloured, in all voltages 
and candle-powers, and all varieties of shapes for illumination 


purposes. 


Catalogues and Lists,— Messrs. Ernest Scott and 
Mountain, Limited, of Newcastle, are circulating a new list 
(March, 1902) of their compound enclosed high-speed engines and 
direct coupled dynamos. 

Messrs. W. N. Brunton & Son, of Wire Mills, Musselburgh, have 
sent us.a list of their special Beacon” high resistance wire, 
which is used extensively for arc lighting and for dimming, &c., 
and will no doubt be used successfully in connection with various 
illuminating devices this summer. "The tables state the diameter, 
resistance, carrying capacity and price of wires from 8 to 30 8.W.G. 

Mr. Arthur Koppel, of 27, Clement’s Lane, E.C., is about to bring 
out а new cooling-tower catalogue. 

A number of lists of cranes, pulley blocks, &c., have come to hand 
from Messrs. Herbert Morris & Bastert, Limited, of Loughborough. 

The Electrical Transmission Company, of Hammersmith, have 
issued a catalogue giving complete descriptions and prices of 
standard apparatus manufactured by them, including switchgear, 
motor starting-switches, main switches, &c. 

Tlie Electric and Ordnance Accessories Company, Limited, will 
send a copy of their Section A. catalogue of electric light 
accessories to any member of the trade upon receipt of card. 

Messrs. Bachrich & Co., of Vienna, send us a fly-sheet containing 
details and prices of their Climax automatic steam engines, 
which are high-speed vertical and horizontal single-cylinder open 
engines, of powers from 3 to 80 Н.Р. 

Mr. William Boby, of Salisbury House, E.C., has sent us a- copy of 
a new catalogue of his Chevalet-Boby patent heater detartariser. 
The method of working is explained by aid of a diagram, and a list 
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is given of some of the works in which the systemjis in use or on 
order. 


The Langdon-Davies Electric Motor Company, Limited, are | 


sending out new price Mets of their single-phase alternate current 
motors notifying large reductions in prices. They are now 
supplying graduated pattern starting switches with the 9 B. f. P., aud 
larger sizes at the inclusive price, ordinary pattern starting switches 
being included in the prices of the smaller motors as heretofore. 

A new catalogue, pocket size, has been issued by the Cryselco, 
Limited, of Kempston Works, Bedford. It gives illustrations and 
details of motors, ceiling roses, switches, wall plugs, brackets and 
sundry other electrical fittings. 


The Charge of Concealing Shares.—At the Guildball 
on 3rd inst., before Mr. Alderman Smallman, Mr. Charles Bright, 
of Buenos Ayres, continued his defence, and charged certain wit- 
nesses with having given misleading evidence against him. The 
case was again adjourned. 


Consular Reports.— Electricity in Chile.—Consul Agsted, 
їп а report on the trade and commerce of the consular district of 
Coquimbo (Chile), received at the Foreign Office on March 10th 
last, states that in La Serena a small electric plant has been 
imstalled to supply light for the streetsand for private houses. 

Fuel Oil for Electric Lighting.—Consul Vansittart, in his report 
on the trade and commerce of New Orleans for the year 1901, states 
that contracts for changing from coal to oil are being let by all of 
the electric light companies, by the large industries, and by 
steamers running between Mobile and the fruit-growing islands. 


“ Dialite” Wires for Temporary Wiring.— The St. 
Helen's Cable Company, Limited, of Warrington, are supplying 
their patent Dialite " bitumen wires for temporary wiring work, 
snch as Coronation illumination installations. Cheapness and 
excellence of quality are claimed for them. 


Holland.—The Dutch Customs authorities bave recently 
given a decision to the effect that dynamos and motors are dutiable 
as physical instruments at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem, unless 
at the time of importation, or subsequently thereto, it be proved by 
means of drawings, documents, &c., that they are intended for use 
as factory machinery, in which case they are duty free. Dynamos 
employed in a factory exclusively for lighting it (not to be con- 
founded with central station machines) are not to be considered as 
factcry apparatus. Under certain conditions, rcgulating, con- 
trolling, measuring and safety apparatus, forming part of and 
imported with electrical machinery, may be admitted duty frec 
when the machinery itself is entitled to free admission. 


Plant for Sale,—The Dublin United Tramways Com- 
pany are offering for sale (see our advertisement pages to-day) the 
generating plant erected at their Clontarf and Ballsbridge depots, 
as the whole system is now being operated from the Ringsend 
station. 


Police-court Charges,—At Marlborough Street last week 
two men, named Spaulls and De Carli, 35, an engineer of Italian 
nationality, living in Greek Street, Soho, were charged with being 
concerned in stealing 10 coils of electric cable, worth £21, belong- 
ing to the Sun Electrical Company. Mr. Denman committed the 
prisoners for.trial—Spaulls for stealing and De Carli for receiviny. 

At Bow Street, on Tuesday, one H. Bowser was charged with 
theft of moneys from the British Electric Traction Company while 
he was in their employ as cashier at £150 per annum. The de- 
ficiencies were stated at about £200. Prisoner was, according to the 
Times report, remanded on bail in two sureties of £100 each. 


Underfeed Stokers.—We learn that Erith's Engineer- 
ing Company, of 70, Gracechurch Street, London, have large repeat 
orders in hand from the Chester Corporation, from the Brymbo 
Steel Company, and many other concerns for their well-known 
Erith's underfeed stokers, which feed the coal from below by a 
simple plunger movement, so attaining smokeless combustion and 
coal economy combined with a great range of capacity. They have 
issued separate catalogues of their various specialities, viz., stokers, 
feed-water heaters and purifiers, oil and stcam separators, fan-system 
heating apparatus, drying apparatus, fans and blowers, steam engines, 
pumps, &c., copies of which may be obtained on application. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Barking.—The U.D.C. is to make application to the 
L.G B. for sanction to the borrowing of £7,570 on the electric 
lighting account (in lieu of the loan of £13,400 previously 
mentioned) as per the engineer's estimate, as follows :— Extensions 
to buildings, £375; machinery, £4,712; distribution, £2,455; loan 
costs, &c., £28. 


Bloemfontein.—A special meeting of the Town Council 
was lately held to consider the question of the extersion of the 
electric lighting plant. The proposed new plant, which, it is 
estimated, will cost £13,650, will double the present output, allow- 
ing for a considerable reserve, and will provide, in addition to 
lighting, electric power for motors. "There are 4 342 lights installed 
in private houses, each of 8-C. P., while, to illuminate the streets, 
146 lights of 32 c.P. and 15 arc lamps of 1,000 с.р. are installed. 


Bristol.— The City Council has considered a report in 
which the Sanitary Committee recommends a large increase in the 
street arc lighting. As stated in our issue of March 28th, the Com- 
mittee proposed to provide 366 additional lamps of 1,000 с.р. each, to 
be kept alight all night, at an inclusive charge of £14 10s. each per - 
annum. The Electrical Committee agreed, if the extension was 
approved, to reduce the charge on the existing 310 arc lamps by £2 per 
annum. A large number of gas lamps would be discontinued, and the 
net effect of the change would be £2,783. The Sanitary Committee 
had recently entered into an agreement with the Bristol Gas Company 
whereby the latter was to carry out a large installation of incan- 
descent gas lighting at a reduced charge; but the recommendation 
to extend the electric lighting in the principal streets produced a 
letter from the Gas Company declining to carry out their agree- 
ment under conditions which would relegate them to streets 
of secondary importance. Their letter further suggested that 
electric arc lights were in practice not nearly up to their nominal 
standard, and that as the city would lose the benefit of the reduced 
cost of gas lighting, and would spend a large sum more on electric 
lighting, the net result would be an addition of something like 
£6,000 to the rates. The Council by a large majority approved of 
the extension of street lighting by arc lights, but left the list of 
streets to be decided at a future meeting. 

The Electrica] Committee bas decided to advertise for tenders for 
a 210-Kw. dynamo, for which provision has already been made, and 
to ask permission of the Council to order a 500-Kw. steam turbo- 
dynamo. 


Cambuslang.—The Lanark County Council has approved 
of a proposed scheme for destruction of refuse and electric lighting 
at Cambuslang, estimated to cost £10,000. 


Canada.—There is before the Ontario Legislature a Bill 
to empower municipalities with over 100,000 inhabitants to purchase 
and distribute electrical energy for heat, light, and power. As 
Toronto is the only city with a population of over 100,000, it is the 
only place where the Act, if passed, would apply at present. The 
Bill is designed to give that city the right to obtain energy 
пк Niagara Falls. It means an outlay of three or four million 

ollars. 


Cape Colony.—The Paarl Electric Power Syndicate, 
Limited, intend to introduce a Bill into the Cape House 
of Assembly to empower them to erect power stations locally, and 
to generate and transmit electric energy within the limits of the 
municipality. 


Cardiff.—At a meeting of the E.L. Committee recently, 
Mr. A. Ellis, electrical engineer and manager, stated that the 
quantity of energy generated during the past twelve months was 
1,287,795 units against 917,000 units in the previous year. This 
increase of 40 per cent. worked out in accordance with what had 
been estimated throughout the year. 

The tender of the British Westinghouse Company, Limited, for 
51 0 of two 40-Kw. electrical balancers was accepted at a price 
of 4945. 

An application from the Llanishen Parish Council for an 
extension of the Corporation electric mains to that district, where 
most of the houses were prepared to take clectric light, and where 
it was intended to adopt street lighting, was referred to the Town 
Clerk for report. 

The B. of T. has approved of the Coun.il's application for alter- 
ing the system from an alternating current to a direct current 
supply. 


Cults.—The electricity consumers are now without a 
supply, the electricity works having been shut down at the end of 
last month in consequence of the unfortunate financial position of 
the company, which is in liquidation. An attempt to form a local 
company to carry on the supply has so far had negative results. 


Dalmeny.— Lord Rosebery a year ago had the electric 
light introduced into Barnbougle Castle, and is so satisfied with it 
that he has decided to have it in Dalmeny House also. The power 
is to be supplied by two 25-н.р. oil engines and dynamos. There 
will be about 700 lamps. 


Dudley.—The Electric Lighting Committee of the Cor- 
poration has decided that the hours for which the charge of 6d. 
per unit shall be made shall be from 7.50 to 9.30 p.m., and that the 
Corporation supply tested lamps at 10 per cent. on the actual cost. 
The Committee also recommends the Council to accept an offer by 
the Westinghouse Company to supply new motors for the disused 
machines at the generating station. 


Dumfries.—The T.C. has agreed to appoint a consulting 
electrical engineer to furnish the Council with a preliminary report 
with regard to an electric lighting installation, and to speciall 
report upon the use of gas for generating electricity. The cler 
was instructed to write to the following engineers, inquiring for 
what fee they would furnish the report desired, viz. :— Messrs. 
J. and J. 8. Enright; Messre. Laccy, Clirehugh & Billar; Prof. 
D. 8. Capper; and Prof. Kennedy. The extended time granted for 
the provisional order expires in three months. 


Dundee,—The machinery at the electric lighting station 
is inadequate for the requirements, and the T.C. is about to borrow 
з sum not exceeding £50,000 for extensions. The Finance Coni- 
mittee has resolved to apply to the Secretary for Scotland for his 
approval to the loan, 
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Durham County.—The lighting of villages adjacent to 
collieries by means of electricity is gradually increasing in the 
County of Durbam, and at the last meeting of the Blaydon U.D.C. 
it was agreed that the Priestman Collieries Company should light 
Rowland’s Gill, Victoria Garesfield, and Blaydon Burn; the com- 
pany were also asked if they could undertake the supply of electric 
light for Barlow. Chopwell, in the same district, is also lighted 
by electricity, but in this case the energy is provided by the 
Consett Iron Company. 


Epsom.—The U.D.C. has passed estimates for 30 auto- 
matic time switches (at about £4 each) for nse with the public arc 
lamps already in use. 


Germany.—The municipal authorities of Stuttgart have 
decided to purchase and take over as from April lst, the central 
electric lighting station established in the town by Messrs. Schuckert 
and Co. The purchase price is £300,000. 


Hamilton.— The selection of the site by the Corporation 


for Messrs. Edmundson’s electricity supply station has been delaye 
for a while. NN 


Hanley.—The accounts for the past year show a gross 
profit of £4,352 3s., out of which £2,156 6s. 1d. has been paid for 
interest, and £2,148 4s, 5d. for sinking fund charges, leaving a net 
protit of £47 12s. 64. The sinking fund now stands at £10,167 
19s. 8d. It was decided that application be made to the L.G.B. for 
sanction to borrow the sum of £12,000 for extension of mains and 
generating station, provision of coal bunkers and machinery, trans- 
formers, motors, instraments, metcrs, and general stores. 


Iiford.—The E.L.. Committee has recommended the 
U.D.C. to make an immediate application tothe L.G.B. for authority 
to borrow the amount required to meet excess expenditure on the 
original loan, and has directed the clerk to request Mr. Haw- 
tayne to furnish a report giving the total sum required. 


India,—The Rajputana—Malwa Railway Company has 
decided to adopt electric light throughout the passenger service, a 
six months’ trial of the Bombay Electric Company's system during 
a most trying season having proved entirely satisfactory. The trial 
plant has been taken over by the railway company. Government 
sanction for the extension is expected shortly. 


Kirkby Stephen.—The North-Eastern Railway Company 
have arranged to put down an electric installation for the railway 
station and sidings at Kirkby Stephen. The contract has been 
entrusted to Messrs. Gilbert Gilkes & Co., Limited, hydraulic and 
electrical engineers, of Kendal. A steep fall which occurs in the 
bed of the river Eden, where it passes under the line at a point 
near the station, is to be utilised to work a turbine and dynamo. 
The current will be conveyed overhead to a large battery near the 
station buildings, and will be distributed to the various lights, 
motors, &c., through armoured underground cables. It is intended 
to supply all signal posts, dollypoint lights, signal cabins, station 
offices, waiting rooms, workshop and loco. sheds with the electric 
light. An electric luggage lift, capable of dealing with a weight of 
one ton, is to be fixed, and an electric motor will replace the pre- 
sent steam engine for driving the machinery in the workshop, the 
motor being so arranged that it can be driven as a dynamo from 
the old steam plant, and so keep the accumulators charged should 
the water supply fail, due to drought or other causes. The cattle 
mounts, points, and turn table will be lit by means of arc lamps on 
iron poles. 


Liverpool.—The Liverpool Electric Power and Lighting 
Committee have recommended the purchase of three high pressure 
steam alternators for the generating station nt Lister Drive, and six 
sets of transforming apparatus for sub.stations, at a cost of £22,059; 
also of three steam dynamos, for the Pumpfields station, at a cost of 
£6,921 per set. 


London—SovTHWARK.—A serious explosion occurred in 


one of the mains in Borough High Street last week, owing to a 
defective electric circuit. 


Lytham.—The T.C. bas decided to advertise for tenders 
for the installation of an electric lighting plant at Lytham. 


Maidstone.— The R. D. C. has resolved that a coal shed 
be erected, a permanent way be laid, and travelling crane obtained 


at an estimated cost of £1,145, provided the sanction of the L.G.B. 
be obtained to a loan. 


Middlesbrough.—It is stated in the local press that 
the Cleveland and Durham Electric Power Company are making 
arrangements for putting down a large electric power station at 
Middlesbrough, to supply works at shipyards in the neighbourhood. 
There are also other stations in the Durham district in contemplation, 
and Mr. Н. Graham Harris, of Messrs. Bramwell & Harris, London, has 
been appointed consulting engineer to the company. Contracts are 
now being entered into by consumers for the supply of electrical 
energy in different parts of the district. 

The Normanby Ironworks Company, Limited, have just intro- 
duced at their Cargo Fleet Ironworks, near Middlesbrough, an 
extensive electrical plant for tbe operation of the pig-iron bed 
crane, the pig-breaker, and the blast furnace hoist, as well as for 
the lighting of the shops and offices. The hoist motor is 
arranged to develop from 120 to 150 B. H. P., when running at 450 
revolutions per minute. An automatic brake is fit ed to the motor, 
80 as to bring the hoist to a standstill in the event of the current 
being cut off, either intentionally or otherwise. The liquid switch 


is fixed at the bottom of the hoist, and is fitted with automatic 
gear to throw the switch out of action, when the cages reach a 
certain level, without their being stopped by the attendant. 


Newport.—Negotiations are in progress between the 
Corporation and Messrs. John Lysaght, Limited, Newport, for 
the supply to the latter of electrical power equivalent to 200 Н.Р. 


Portsmouth.—The new naval barracks on the point of 
completion, which have been built to accommodate 6,000 men, are 
to be lighted throughout with electricity ; 3,000 lights will be 
employed. The power will be derived from the Corporation 
sources. The E.L. Committee will have to lay down an additional 
feeder, transformers and switchboard, at an estimated cost of 
£1,179, which will form part of the loan already sanctioned by the 
L.G.B. 


Rayleigh.—The Parish Council has considered a scheme 
proposed by Mr. F. Nalder for supplying electric light in Rayleigh, 
and has obtained the consent of the R.D.C. of Rochford to Mr. 
Nalder's application to the B. of T. for powers. 


Salford,—The T.C. has rescinded its previous resolution 
to appoint a committee of inquiry into the electricity undertaking, 
and bas resolved instead to appoint a barrister or solicitor to hold 
the inquiry. 

Sheffield.—The E.L. Committee has decided that Mr. 


Robert Hammond be requested to examine the site of the proposed 
new power station, and report on the scheme and plans prepared 
by Mr. Fedden, at a fee of £262 10s. 


South Staffordshire Mines. — Mr. E. Howl (the Mines 


Drainage Commissioners’ manager) recently reported in favour of. 
Leabrook as one of the most suitable places in the district for 
pumping by electricity, but states that the price quoted by the 
Midland Corporation for energy is still too high to make this com- 
mercially practicable. The matter came before the Commissioners 
last week, when the chairman stated that the Corporation asked for 
14d. per unit for surface pumping, and id. per unit in the mine. The 
price quoted would work out very expensively, and if insisted upon, 
it would pay the Commissioners better to put down gas engines for 
the generation of their own electricity, getting their supplies of gas 
from the local gas companies until such time as Mond gas is 
available. 


Spain.— Plant is about to be put down to utilise the 
water power of the River Duero at Pesqueruela (province of Leon) 
in the veneration of electrical energy, the necessary concession having 
just been granted. 


Stourbridge.—The Electric Powers Committee of the 
Urban District Council has opened negotiations with the British 
Electric Traction Company with a view to obtaining from them а 
proposal for taking over the Council's electric lighting Order. 


Swansea.—The E.L. Committee bas received tenders for 
the erection of two 600-K w. direct current steam dynamcs, together 
with condensing plant for each engine, and all steam pipes, valves, 
connections, &c.; 27 firms tendered, 21 being British. It was 
decided to recommend the acceptance of the tender of Messrs. 
McLaren for the boilers, &c. No decision was come to with respect 
to the dynamos pending the receipt of further information. 

A letter from the South Wales Electric Power Distribution 
Company, asking permission to run mains into the area of the 
Corporation, from which they were excluded by the Act of 1900, was 
referred to the electrical engineer for a report. 


Weybridge.—The Electric Supply Company offer to 
provide, light and maintain 100 25-0.р. lamps at £2 15s. each per 
annum; and 77 32-ср. at £3 5s., the total yearly cost being £525, as 
compared with £508 now paid for gas lighting. The gas company, 
however, offer to reduce their charge of £2 17s. 6d. per lamp to 
£2 14s. 


Whitby.—The U.D.C. has resolved that the West Pier 
be fitted with nine electric glow lamps of from 200 to 300 ср. each, 
at a cost of £160 to £200. 


Whitehead (Co. Antrim).—4A company is being formed 
to promote the electric lighting of the town—a growing watering 
place on Belfast Lough. 


Worthing.—The T.C. has decided to apply for the 
sanction of the L.G.B. to a loan of £8,459 for extensions of the 
electricity installation. The applications for supply now equal 
8,000 8-c.P. lamps, the total capacity of the present works. The 
total cost of the works now in hand will be about £37,000. The 
additional expenditure will nearly double the effective output of 
the works. 


York.—' The E.L. Committee of the Corporation has 
recommended the acceptance of the tender of Mesers. Dick, Kerr 
and Co. for extensions of the machinery at the works on Foss 
Islands, at a cost of £16,904. Tne Committee proposes to erect the 
extensions to the station on the north-west side of the existing 
works. "This will necessitate the pulling down and re-arrangement 
of the present building and the erection of a new chimney. 

It is proposed to make a cn'rge of 3d. per unit for energy sup- 
plied to consumers in connection with illuminations during the 
forthcoming Coronation festivities. Mr. C. O. Milton, who was 
appointed assistant electrical engineer at the last meeting of the 
Council, having informed the Committee that he had obtained а 
better appointment, it was proposed to appoint Mr. E. E. Smeeton, 
of Leeds, as assistant electrical engineer, 
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ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


[t is reported that Mr. F. B. Behr has been commissioned by an 
influential syndicate to prepare plans for a new electric railway 
(mono-rail) from London to Brighton. | 


Bulawayo.—Tne Town Council lately met to discuss 
the proposed construction of a tramway System, and it was 
eventually agreed, among other things that the motive power be 
electricity, the company to have the right to supply energy to the 
public. 


( гете, — The inhabitants have expressed themselves, by 
а majority, as Opposed to the proposal of the Corporation to con- 
struct light railways for the borough. The voting was 1,076 for 
the scheme and 1,418 against. 


Darlington.— The T.C. оп 3rd inst. passed the recom- 
mendations of the Tramways Committee, which were printed in our 
last issue. 


Considerable improvements have been 
effected in the present service of steam trams between Dewsbury 
and Gomersal since they were taken over hy the ВЕТ. Company. 
The fares have been reduced, the service has been accelerated, the 
ticket system has heen adopted in place of the cash box, and the 
| i It is intended 


Refer- 


proceeding between the Traction Company and the several local 
authorities through whose districts the trams pass for the purchase 
of their sections, i i 


poration, who have agreed to purchase their section—only abont 


the property of the Corporation, and wil] not have cost the towu a 
penny. 


fares upon some of the tramway routes. Mr. Humble, the secretary 
of the company, wrote that, leaving out of account altogether the 
Bensbam section, which was not fully working, the total receipts 
for the complete six months’ running ending February 28th 
amounted to £13,000, and the car-mileage run d uring the same period 


agreed. 


Germany.—The work of converting the railway between 
Stuttgart, Degerloch and Vaitingen intoan electric line is approach- 
ing completion. 


Glasgow.—At the meeting of the Corporation on 3rd 
iust., it was agreed to reduce the fares considerably all round. The 
acting convener, Mr. Hugh Alexander, in place of Bailie Paton, the 
convener, who is stil] far from well, moved the approval of the 
minutes as follows Four zd. stages for 1d., six for 14а, eight for 
2d , and so on. Instead of 1} miles for ld., they would be carried 
2' miles. No alteration in d. proposed. A £ood deal of Opposi- 
tion was shown in the debate, but the minutes were approved by 
44 to 20 votes. Mr. Alexander incidentally mentioned that though 
the costs were about £10,000 per week, he submitted they were 
allowing for a substantial surplus. The cars were costing, no doubt, 
a considerable sum for upkeep ; he was informed depreciation would 
be about £50 per car per annum. i | 


ыер might, perhaps, be termed bold, but he was convinced it wag 


Councillor Bruce Murray said that at no very distant date the whole 
System would require to be thrown on the Scrap heap ! 

It is estimated that at the close of the present financial year 
of the Corporation Tramways, on May 31st, 1902, 165 million 
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people will have been catried against 1323 million in the previous 
year; 36 per cent. of the passengers were 34. payers, and con- 
tributed 20 per cent. of the total revenue ; 55 per cent. of the pas- 
sengers were 1d. payers, and contributed 63 per cent. of the total 
revenue; 8 per cent. of the passengers paid over 1d., and made up 
the rema:nder of the revenue, viz, 17 per cent. It is calculated 
that an increase of £120,000 will be the result of this year's working 
Compared with last year. 

The Glasgow Corporation have intimated to the Renfrew County 
Council that they are about to proceed with the tramway extension 
to Paisley, and meantime to complete as far as Crookston. 'The 
County Council have granted permission to proceed. 


Halifax, —On Saturday last, the Halifax West Riding 
magistrates fined the Bradford Corporation for street obstruction, 
because they placed at their tramway terminus at Queensbury an 
old car to be used as an office during the holidays. 


Leeds.—Bradford and Leeds are now united by a tram- 
way, and last week the journey between the two cities was accom- 
plished by electric cars in 1 hour 11 min. The Corporations work 
The fare is 6d., payable in six stages. 


electrical one, carry through the work of conversion, and operate the 
lines, 


Liverpool.— The first annual report of the working cf 
the Liverpool electric tramways has been issued by Mr. C. R. 
Bellamy, general manager. The report covers the year which 
ended on December 3166 last, the first year of the full working of 
the electric System. It is explained in the report that when the 
undertaking of the Liverpool United Tramways and Omnibus Com- 
pany was taken over by the Corporation on August 31st, 1897, the 


were also 6 miles in Bootle, and iof a mile in Litherland. The 
vehicles in use numbered 267. The total annual mileage was 
6,013,182, and the number of passengers carried annually 38,409,014, 
and the receipts £290,743. Parliamentary powers weré obtained 
for reconstruction and extension, involving about 114 miles of tram- 
The work of reconstruction began on J anuary, 1899, and was 
completed by October, 1900. The whole of the car repair work ig 
now done at the Lambeth Road works. During the year 2,955 cars 
were taken in for repairs, showing that each Саг тап On an average 
i The overhead equipment 


form of lifeguard, plough-sbaped, to “ shear” а body clear of the car 
wheels, had been adopted. A hundred of the cars were fitted with 


that another hundred of the guards have been ordered. The total 
population of Liverpool is 684,947, 
throughout the city is 2} miles. The average passenger fare for the 
Jearamounted to 171114. In 1897 the average fare was 182d. The 


percentage of increase under the respective heads in 1901 compared 


1,341,269 journeys, carried 100,076,789 persons, and ran 10,77 1,461 
The average receipts per mile were 10°32d., per journey 
бв. 11d, and average receipts per car were £1,304 13s. 9d. The 
total receipts amounted to £463,163 178. 34d. The number of cars 
reaching aud leaving the Pierhead — the riverside terminus—in the 
busy season is 5,362 per day. 


Up to date about 809 men have 


Powers are to be 
sought to allow the Corporation, after setting aside annually for 
renewal, reserve, &c., a sum of £30,000, to carry any sum exceeding 
the £30,000 to the credit of the genera] rate provided that in no 
year up to January, 1912, more than one-third of the total surplus 
be so carried to the credit of the general rate. 


Lourenco Marques, — T'he scheme for furnishing 
Louren«o Marques with an electric tramway, with which Mr. J. C. A. 
Henderson's name ig associated as concessionnaire, hag so far pro- 


company, to be called the Delagoa Bay Electric Tramways Company, 
has been float ed to carry out the undertaking, and Mr. Thomas Scott, 


of Messrs. Macartney, McElroy & Co., Limited, London, is draughting 
the plans and estimates ou the spot. proposed 
installation will start; at the railway Station, run along Rua Dona 
Luiz as far as Rua Dom Manoel, where, splitting into two branches, 


make a diversion for the cemetery, 
pleted and approved, the machinery and plant will be ordered, but 
necessarily some months must elapse before tangible progress is 
reported. 

(Continued on page 611.) 
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Electric Lighting and Illumination. 


By the courtesy of the engineers of the majority of the electric lighting works in the United Kingdom, we are enabled 
to indicate on other pages of this issue something of the arrangements which are being made, to ensure for the matter 
of electrical illuminations that amount of attention and encouragement which it is only right should be accorded, by those 
in whose hands, it lies to popularise yet more the use of electricity. 

Since the last great National celebrations electricity has been making great strides, and since the Royal festivities 
of 1887 and 1897, and the wedding rejoicings for the Prince and Princess of Wales in 1893, supply mains have been 
laid in hundreds of miles of streets in the London district and the more important provincial towns, so that there is now 
available a full, and in most cases inexpensive, provision of electrical energy. Manufacturers and electrical contractors 
have organised their illumination departments well in advance, in readiness to meet the demand of the public for 
decorative electrical devices, and for the general illumination of buildings. 

One unfortunate thing in connection with the whole matter, is the disposition which generally exists on the part of the 
public to put off whatever steps they may take until the last moment, with the result that their wants cannot be met. 
We have no doubt that electrical firms, both trading and wiring, will see to it, that probable customers are kept 
alive to the truth that dclay may lead to ultimate disappointment. It seems to us that it will not be the fault of 
the electrical trade if there is not a grand showing of electrical illumination, in London at any rate, in the month of June. 

We give below some details of the several systems of illumination now on the market, with illustrations of specimen 
devices. A number of new fittings and accessories for electric lighting have recently been introduced, and we give a 
few particulars of these also on the following pages, 


G.E.C. Coronation Devices. ` of thc King and Queen, lighted by lamps contained inside metal 

boxes, with blue letters on ground glass for the inscription 

Tue GENERAL ELECTRIC Company (1900), LIMITED, of Queen Victoria similarly lighted, the medallions being surrounded by illaminated 
Street, E.C., has, as might be expected, laid itself out especially to wreaths. The design is also embellished with a luminous orb and 
meet a large demand for illumination devices and decorations crimson draperies. The G.E.C. foliage and luminous flower sprays 


“~ 2.4 ә 
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Fic. 1. Fic. 2, 
eiu] the 1 festivities. A variety of designs are shown will, no doubt, be very effective. In fig. 1 we show sprays of artificial 
1 ist recently issued by them. leaves and flowers with banging lanterns in the national colours. 
ese designs are original, and they include transparent portraits These sprays аге wired on to adjustable iron wire to fit various - sized 


G 


596 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. No. 1,272, APRIL 11, 1902. 


window heads. The G.E.C. designs in wire have the lampholders 
carried by loops in the framework, and they are supplied wired 
complete, ready for fixing. Fig. 2 represents an artistic piece of 
gilt-metal ribbon work, with the Imperial monogram worked in 
between the ribbons. It is draped with crimson draperies, with 
a fringe which is further relieved by groups of coloured balloons, 
Fig. 3 shows a piece of gilt-metal scrollwork, with the inscription 
in incandescent lamps. The scroll, as may be seen, is outlined with 
lamps, and is surmounted by three gilt-metal illuminated crowns. 
Pendant from the scroll are three lions, made of painted and per- 
forated metal. The eyes of the lions are set with lamps, and the 
bodies are illuminated by lamps placed behind.  Festoons of arti- 
ficial foliage and flowers are hung below, and relieved with groups 
of coloured balloons, 

The General Electric Company has many other exceedingly attrac- 
tive designs of devices of a similar character, but the three which 
we have selected will convey a general idea of the class of work they 
have taken in hand. Of course, the company do not limit the 
purchaser to their own designs. The services of their artists are at 
the disposal of anyone who is anxious for them to draw up schemes 
for successfully illuminating and decorating buildings, either as 
simple oras elaborate as one pleases. 


The E.L.B. System. 


As our readers are fully aware, the ELECTRIC LIGHTING Boanps COM- 
PANY have been doing a very large amount of excellent electrical 


E.L.B. DEVICEs. 


illumination work in different important cities, both on the Conti- 
nent and in the British Empire, during the past year or so. The 
energetic and up-to-date methods which have been adopted by the 
company wherever an opportunity has arisen for introducing its 


simple, artistic, and effective system of decoration and illumina- 
tion, will, of course, be displayed, but to a far greater extent in the 
London and provincial preparations in honour of the King and 
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E.L.B. MONOGRAM. 


Queen. We are informed that the company has booked, among 
other business, the illumination of two important streets on the 
E.L.B. system, and the illumination of vessels in various ports. 
Many a building will be decorated with mottoes and sentences built 
up on the company's boards with electric glow lamps, or with fancy 
barricading, in some such manner as appears in the accompany- 
ing illustrations. Readers of the ELECTRICAL Review already know 


ONE OF THE E.L.B. Victor Hvao DECORATIONS. 


pretty well what the E.L.B. system is. Its purpose is to provide a 
board or surface on which electric lights can be applied at any 
point, and moved from point to point with ease, and without special 
wiring or the installation of special appliances. The shape of the 
board is immaterial, and its dimensions can be varied to such an 
extent, that one of the developments already arrived at is a narrow 
electric lighting strip of any length, which can also be made flexible 
if desired. 
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Incandescent lamps, standard lamps, wall plugs, ceiling plugs, &., 
can be supported by these boards and strips, and at the same time 
make perfect contact on any part of a prepared surface, doing away 
entirely with lampholdera, sockets, tapping and fixing, &c., and 
thereby reducing the cost of material and amount of labour to a 
minimum. 

Contact is made by preparing the surfaces in such a manner, that 
special spikes attached to the bases of an incandescent lamp, plug, 
&c., if pressed in and home at any desired spot, will obtain support 
in the permeable substance of the surface, and instantaneously 
make a thorough electrical contact with the conducting material 
underneath. To facilitate the spikes in the accessories penetratirg 
the substance, the makers have affixed to their lamp caps and plugs 
a specially milled shoulder, which juts out from the base of the cap 
of the lamp, and enables any person easily to pierce the surface. 
The boards, strips, &c, are thoroughly fire and damp proof. 
It is quite simple to make the parts entirely waterproof for out- 
side purposes. 

It should be stated that on the occasion of the recent Victor Hugo 
fétes in France, the City Council of Paris, through the E. L. B. Com- 
pauy's Paris agents, had the whole of the great illuminations carried 
out with the company's material, the decorative scheme involving 
the application of no less than 25,000 electric lights, mainly applied 
to the Place Victor Hugo, the Place des Vosges, and the Place de 
l'Hotel de Ville. On p. 596 we show one of the features of the 
decorations as then carried out on the system.  Communica- 
tions should be addressed to the Electric Lighting Boards (British 
Manufacturing) Company, Limited, 7, Pall Mall, S.W. 


Parian Marble Busts. 


A NOVEL and effective form of illumination for the Coronation will 
be found in the patent translucent Parian marble busta of members 
of the Royal Family. These busts are lighted from the inside by 
electricity, and lend themselves to & variety of forms for decorative 


purposes. We give illustrations showing a couple of specimens, 
but a display of them in different sizes and lighted up can be seen 
at the offices of Mr. J. J. Smith, 47, Holborn Viaduct, to whom, in 
conjunction with the Electrical Company, Limited, of Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W.C., the sole agency for their supply has been given. 
We understand that there is a very large demand for these goods 
for placing inside windows or outside premises in June for illu- 
mination purposes, and for table decoration, “г. The busts are 
pe on art metal pedestals and are stated to be suitable for all 
weathers. 


The“ Cremorne”? Illumination System. 


Messrs. FALE, STADELMANN & Co, LIMITED, of Veritas Lamp 
Works, 83 to 87, Farringdon Road, E.C., are laying themselves out 
to meet a big demand for the Cremorne system of illumination lamps 
and wiring. The firm has been in communication with a large 
number of borough electrical engineers and electricity supply com- 
panies in different parts of the country, and extracts from the replies 
received from some of them are printed in a new circular which 
they have issued. For the purpose of outlining buildings, windows, 
&c., common wood battens about 2 x { іп. are used, to which the 
patent insulators are loosely screwed about 18 in.apart. The wire, 
which is preferably, for reasons of rigidity, stout galvanised iron or 
copper wire, is laid through the grooves in the insulators, the whole 
being then firmly tightened up. The patent insulators are made во 
that they can be used either way up, to allow of the water dripping 
off them, also when fixed in asuspended position. After the battens 
are thus fitted, they are affixed to the building to be illuminated, 
and the wires connected to the supply. The lamps are then, by 
means of the patent spring sockets, simply clipped on to the wires as 
closely together as desired. For horizontal lines lamps with straight 
вргіррз are used, whereas for vertical lines those with bent springs 
are employed to better advantage. 

The special advantages claimed for the system are low cost and 
rapidity of fitting up, material employed can be used again, the num- 


ber of lights can be increased, reduced, or entirely rearranged, lamp 

holders being dispensed with, and the system is weather-proof. It is 
interesting to note that at the Paris Exhibition the year before last 
80,000 of these lamps were in constant and successful use, and the 
effect at night with the 10,000 lamps around the Water Palace was 
very beautiful. A list showing illustrations of many designs of 
shields, crowns, letters, and other illuminated devices can be 


Fic. 1.—CREMORNE SYSTEM. 


- 


obtained on application to the firm. The system may be readily 
understood from a glance at the accompanying drawing (fig. 1), 
and fig. 2 is & photographic reproduction showing buildings 


Fic. 2 —CnEMOBRNE SYSTEM, 


wired in this way. Those who are specially interested in the 
matter should pay a visit to Farringdon Road, where they will see 
the entire front of Messrs. F. S. & Co.’s large premises already 
fitted up on the Cremorne system. 


The Flame Arc Lamp. 


Tus interesting novelty, which is being introduced by the UNIon 
ELECTRIC Company, LIMITED, of 151, Queen Victoria Street, E. C., 
was noticed in brief a few weeks ago in our columns; we give below 
a description of the arc, and of the feeding mechanism. 

The special features of the arc are its extraordinary length, and 
its position in what may be regarded as a miniature reverberatory 
furnace, by which the temperature is maintained at a high value, 
and the carbon vapour prevented from cooling. At the same time 
the "furnace" forms a reflector, which throws down a large pro- 
portion of light which would otherwise be expended above the 
horizontal plane through the arc, and therefore would, in most 
cases, be wasted. A curious phenomenon in this lamp is the fact 
that a crater is formed in the negative as well as ia the positive 
carbon, 80 that when removed from the lamp, the two carbous can 
only be distinguished by experts; in consequence of this, prac- 
tically the whole of the globe surrounding the arc is brightly illu- 
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minated, and as the carbons are provided with cores containing 
certain salts, the light is of a pleasant yellowish-white quality. 

Owing to the unusual length of the arc, special mechanism has 
been devised, giving a very long travel in striking the arc-—about 
4 in.; the arc is normally about ё in. ia length, and is of a curious 
shape, somewhat resembling a coffin, or perhaps more like the bulb 
of a glow lamp. 

The lamp is differentially wound, and the feed depends upon the 
position of an armature moving in a curved path between the horns 
of the series-wound electro-magnet, which is placed horizontally at 
the top of the lamp, and the horns of the shunt magnet, which is 
placed vertically at the side, as shown in the accompanying diagram 
and elevation, figs. 1 and 2. 

As the current in the shunt coils increases, owing to the increased 
resistance of the arc, while, at the same time, the current in the 
series coils diminishes, the armature moves in a downward direction 
and carries over the locking mechanism, which releases the four- 
armed fly-wheel from the detent, permitting the carbons to feed 
together a pre-determined distance, viz., the distance that is con- 
trolled by the movement of one tooth in the fly-wheel. 


И 
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Еа. 1.—DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


The feed is made perfectly reliable by being controlled by gravity, 
the weight consisting of a large block of iron forming the upper 
carbon holder, and this is so arranged as always to pull the 
mechanism into such a position that, when there is no current on the 
lamp, the carbons come together. When the current is switched on 
the series coil draws the armature upwards, and opens the arc about 
J to 8 in. 

The rough adjustment of the lamp is provided by the ampere- 
turns in the coils, and the fine adjustment by placing a small washer 
upon an arm shown in the front of the lamp. In this way an arc 
of any desired resistance can be obtained. | 

The mechanism is prevented from werking too rapidly by an air 
dash-pot, shown at the back. The cables enter through porcelain 
bushes in an upward direction, and are fixed into side screw ter- 
minals, the positive terminal being connected by means of a flexible 
wire with the upper carbon holder. This flexible wire takes the 
form of aspiral, and is kept in position by the upper rod in front 
of the upper carbon. 


Ж ox K Е E ч / 
Fic. 3. 


The connection with the lower carbon is made through a wire in 
the rod, and then by insulated flexible, which is covered with glass 
beads. 

The upper and lower carbon holders are connected together by 
means of a chain which ensures, provided the carbons ljave the 


correct diameters, that the arc remains always in the same position, 
relative to the small fire-clay cap or reflector, 

The latter, which is ап important feature of the lamp, is fixed to 
а сговв bar, and hasthrough ita hole but slightly larger in diameter 
than the upper carbon, the object of this being to enable a smaller 


— 


Fic. 2.—FLAME ARC Lampe. Fic. 4.—Precarn ARC Lamp. 


carbon to be burnt. А secondary object is to obtain improved light- 
giving power, by throwing the rays in a downward and horizontal 
direction, this effect being greatly assisted by the brilliant white 
powder formed in the burning of the special carbons. 

This lamp, like all others of the same manufacture, is constructed 
so that the lamp rods and base plate are securely insulated from 
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Fig. 5.—Facronv LI Gd HTE D WITH PILLAR Arc Lamps. 


the circuit by means of mica, and the lamp is additionally insulated 
by means of a porcelain ring by which it is suspended. 

The globe and its sleeve pass up over the rods of the lamp, and 
are securely locked into position by means of a link which fixes all 
the external parts of the lamp rigidly together, The wheel 
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mechanism is most carefully machine-cut, and proportionable both 
in strength and wearing power, so that the lamp not only works 
well, but is very durable. 

The trimming of the lamp is exceedingly simple, all that is 
required being to clean the guide rods from the products of com- 
bustion and place new carbons of the correct length in place; the 
lower carbon holder being provided witha free motion enabling the 
carbons to be perfectly aligned. The glove, when lowered, is sus- 
pended by chains of hard copper linke, which have been found more 
durable than brass. Fig. 3 shows the complete lamp, as it appears 
when burning. 

We gave the results of some tests upon this lamp compared with 
an open atc Jamp in our issue of March 28th; the following data, 
which embody the foregoing, also show the comparison with an arc 
lamp of the enclosed type :— 

Direct current; C.P. mean (lower) hemispherical. 

ENCLOSED Авс Lamp. 


FLAME Lamp. OPEN Arc Lamp. 


Watts. C.P, Watts. C.P. Watts. C.P. 
300 1,320 287 610 300 330 
307 1,700 300 895 400 520 
515 2,125 503 1,365 310 710 


Inner cylinder only. 
RATIO OF FLAME TO ENCLOSED АВС, С.Р. 


Watts. Flame. Enclosed. 
300 —300 4 1 
387 —400 3:28 1 
515—510 3 1 


We understand that the lamp has excited much interest and 
elicited many inquiries. 

The Pillar“ arc lamp, which we illustrate, is also one of the Union 
Electric Company's specialities. This, it will be seen, is supported 
from below, and the arc із inverted so as to produce, in combina- 
tion with a whitened ceiling, the well known advantages of perfect 
diffusion and absence both of shadow and of dazzlement." The атс 
is entirely concealed from the eye, and the absence of devices for 
the suspension of the lamp is an important advantage; trimming 
is easy, апа as the lamp can be fixed much lower than would be 
possible were it suspended, the light can be thrown over a much 
wider area of ceiling. Further, the whole of the reflector can be 
closed in with a glass cover, so that the arc can be used with perfect 
safety in spinning and weaving mills or other places where highly- 
combustible materials are dealt with. The wiring is done from 
below, through the pillar. One of our figures shows the arrange- 
ment of the lamps in a factory with a saw-tooth roof. 


«€ Fairyland ? Illumination. 


Tue “Fairyland” system of electrical illumination (patented . 
and registered) consists of either two separate cables, or a 
at auy distance apart 
the рш- 


twin cable, to which are attached, 
from one another, holders specially designed for 


„FAIR VI AND“ SYSTEM. 
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% FAIRYLAND” DEVICES. 


pose. This holder is generally fitted to take the ordinary B.C. 
lamps, that being the standard, for this country. Where decorative 
effect is desired, japanned reficctors in various art colours are 


эбе. 


employed, and then by using a wholly or partly coloured lamp, 
according to the colour of the reflector, a beautiful effect is stated 
to bs obtained. The pretty colours employed in the reflectors are 
considered to render the system attractive by day. In fact, it is 
said that drapery or flag embellishments are unnecessary with it ; 
and as there are no celluloid or artificial flowers, the system is prac- 
tically fireproof. The holders are fixed on by the makers (the 
IMPERIAL LIGHTING Company, 13, Gate Street, Holborn, W.C.), thus 
saving contractors’ time, but arrangements can be made by which 
contractors can fix them on themselves if desirable. The lamp- 
holder plungers are direct connected to the cable, there being no 
“T” jointing or looping in. After the plungers are connected, 
the back of the holder is filled in with boiling bitumen, which 
thoroughly insulates and seals the connection. A soft rubber ring 
of special construction is inserted into the cylinder before the 
lamp is put in, во that when the lamp is inserted this ring is com- 
pressed, making a tight joint, something similar to a stopper in a 
mineral water bottle. The makers claim for the “ Fairyland” 
system simplicity, beauty, and low cost; further, as ordinary B.C. 
lamps are used, they can, of course, be used afterwards on the 
ordinary lighting circuit, as a little methylated spirit will remove 
the stain from the lamps. The holders can be used for a variety of 
purposes, such as shop windows, ships, mines, or, in fact, anywhere, 
as it is the company’s intention to make a plug to which a flexible 
cord can be attached for insertion in the holder, thus making an 
ordinary drop pendant. This arrangement will come in very handy, 
especially for shops where a long row of lights over the counters is 
the rule, because when the shades ou these drop lights require 
cleaning, they can all be unplugged, taken away, cleaned, and then 
replaced. For illuminating small buildings the 8-in. reflectors are 
used, but for large buildings, bridges, ships, and streets, it is pre- 
ferable to use the larger sizes (12 in. and 10 in.) and space them 
further apart. As there is very little dead weight, very long spans 
can be made. 


The following firms have been appointed wholesale agents for 
this system, and consequently electrical contractors and all who are 
allied to the trade can obtain the material through them just as well 
as from the Imperial Lighting Company :—Messrs. Veritys, Limited, 
Messrs. Edison & Swan Electric Light Company, Messrs. J. Milne 
and Sons, Limited, Messrs. D. Hulett & Co., Limited. 


Coronation Lampholders. 


IN view of the coming Coronation festivities, the ELECTRIC AND 
ORDNANCE ACCESSORIES Co., LIMITED, of Stellite Works, Cheston 
Road, Aston, Birmingham, are making a speciality of an incan- 
descent lampholder, for which are claimed the merits of cheapness, 
reliability and safety. Below is an illustration of this holder. It 
is fitted with spring contacts, the porcelain is of the “В” type, the 
terminal blocks are perfectly insulated, and the wiring is easily and 
securely done. The holder has three projecting feet, pierced to 
enable it to be attached to the board carrying the device to be 
lighted. It is a simple and effective article, and Coronation con- 


ELECTRIC AND ORDNANCE LAMPHOLDER, 


tractors who are interested in lighting fittings should communicat. 
with the company. Amongst other articles, this firm is also putting 
on the market a new balance weight with a brass body of nca: 
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design, which is very attractive in appearance. A china thumb 
switch in black and cream china, having double contacts and a 
quick-break, is also being manufactured by the Electric and Ordnance 
Accessories Company. 


Thursfield’s Electric Light Fittings. 


Messrs. C. J. THunsriELD & Co, of 10 to 13, Cecil Street, 
Birmingham, recently brought out a supplementary catalogue of 
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Кто. 2. 


their early English designs, repoussé work and other fittings for 
electric lighting, an exhibition of which may be seen in London at 
their showrooms, Colonial Buildings, 59, Hatton Garden. The 


character of the work (hand-wrought repoussó) and design of 
fittings manufactured by them lend themselves more effectively to such 
finishes as antique brass, oxydised copper or silver. We give a few 


illustrations of selected designs. Fig. 1 represents a 4-ft. electrolier 


with hand-wrought scroll work which is made in antique brass or 
rich gilt colour, or of oxydised silver. A hand-wrought lantern 
(4 ft.) appears in fig. 2; this can be supplied with solid link chain, 
or with patent hollow link chain for enclosing flex. Among many 
very pleasing designs of pendants is the one shown in fig. 3. Judging 
from the general appearance of the fittings which are included 


in this catalogue, Messrs. Thurafield are turning out some most 
excellent designs, and all being after the form ofa coronet, they are 
very appropriate forthe present season. 


Wooden Switch Blocks. 


THE accompanying figures illustrate some of the various types and 
sizes of wood blocks kept in stock by Mr. W. MippLemiss, of 


Nestield Street, Bradford. These are made of teak, walnut, oak, 
mahogany and pitch pine, polished, and of white wood, enamelled 
or plain. They are recessed at the back, dovetailed at the corners 
when not made in one piece, moulded on the edges and with 
rounded corners. The “A” pattern (round) is j in. thick, with a 
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recess 2 in. diameter x 8 in. deep; the “В” pattern is 13 in. thick, 
recessed 24 in. x g in.; the square blocks attain larger dimensions. 


MippLEMISS Woop BLOCKS. 


The blocks are of English manufacture, and, judging by samples 
received, are of first-rate workmanship and finish. 
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SIMPLEX D.P. Fuse Вох. 


Simplex D. P. Fuse; Box. 


THE split fuse box illustrated below, bas just been broug'it out and 
patented by the SIMPLEX STEEL CONDUIT Company, LIMITED. It 
was primarily intended as a D.P. main fuse for small electric light 
installations, but it is also suitable for use on power circuits, arc 
lighting circuits, &c., and in any position on an installation where 
а separate fuse is necessary. At present the company are making 
three sizes, viz., tocarry 5,10 and 25 amperes. As the above figure 
shows, the fuses are mounted on separate porcelain bases, and enclosed 
in a substantial “Simplex” box of the “split” pattern. They are 
well separated by a stout ebonite fillet, running up the centre of 
the box, and inside the cover is fitted я sheet of insulating fibre, 
which, when the cover is screwed down, fits tightly round the 


interior of the box, thus thoroughly insulating the live parts. The 
company’s spring clip fuse bridges are used, and the fuse box 
presents aneat and workmanlike appearance. Full particulars can 
be obtained from the company. 

It is claimed by the company that for the electric wiring of 
temporary installations in connection with the Coronation illumina- 
tion work, the "Simplex" conduit system is an effective and in- 
expensive method of protecting wires and cables from injury. The 
ease with which an installation can be erected on this system, and 
also the simplicity of its “ de-erection,” are factors in its favour for 
adoption in temporary lighting work. On account of its adapt- 
ability, and the large and assorted number of fittings and accessories 
which it comprises, the system lends itself to many attractive and 
ornamental arrangements of lights. Special illuminating devices 
can be easily worked out with a little consideration, and the labour 
required in erection is very low. 


Nernst Lamps. 


THE Nernst lamp, which has created considerable attention ever 
since its invention became public, has at last been brought on the 
market by the ELECTRICAL Company, LIMITED, of Charing Cross 
Road, W.C. The price list containing a description of the lamp, 
will be found very interesting. The main advantage claimed for 
the Nernst lamps is an enormous saving in energy. Another 
advantage which will be greatly appreciated during the coming 
season, on account of the illuminations which will be required, is its 
great brilliancy. The Nernst lamps, therefore, are a most effective 
substitute for enclosed arc lamps. They combine efficiency and 
neatness with a brilliancy which is unequalled by almost any other 
artificial light. They do not require re-carboning, and produce a 
minimum of heat, while they are equally suitable for either indoor 
or outdoor use. The power consumption per candle-power is stated 
to be considerably less than one-half that of an ordinary incan- 
descent lamp. We learn that the Electrical Company, Limited, 
have a very good stock of direct current lamps of all voltages 
between 100 and 250 volts, ranging from 59 to 168 с.р. 


NERNST LAMP. 


The illustration shows the complete lamp in half its natural size. 
It is so constructed that it can easily be connected to any 
bracket, or screwed to a pipe through which the wires run. Any 
further information can be supplied by the Electrical Company, 
Limited, of the above address. 


Electrically Illuminated Letters. 


WE illustrate a couple of designs which have been specially got out 
for Coronation purposes by MEssns. О. BEREND & Co., of Basinghall 
Avenue, E.C. Fig. 1 represents a shield which they make 3 ft. 6 in. 
high, but larger ones can be made, if required, to customers’ 
specifications. Fig. 2 needs no explanation. The letters are made 
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is clearly visible from the sides through the mica; but when the 
lamp is viewed end-on, as in our illustration, the reflections from 
the inner sides of the mica vanes give, with the filament itself, the 


entirely of metal, no wood being employed, and their great feature 
is to secure economy of current consumed, the lamps being so 
distributed that only the smallest possible number is required for 


effectively illuminating the entire letter, and the effect being increased 


Fic. 1.— BEREND SHIELD. 


by reflection. Each lamp is enclosed in a watertight fitting. Small 
bulb lamps must be used for the S.E.S. holders of the fittings. The 
lamps are wired in parallel, and for up to 250 volts. The wiring is 


Fic. 2.—BrEREND DEVICES. 


encased in the back of the letter, the two ends only projecting for 
connecting the letter to circuit. Each letter forms a self-contained, 
watertight, well insulated and substantial lantern. The inner 
surfaces of the letters are japanned white enamel, the outer surface 
in red enamel. 


— 


The Mieaylorlite Reflector. 
Tuis ingenious device, which has previously been briefly noticed in 
our columns, consists of four mica wings attached to a brass collar, 
which can be slipped over the neck of any ordinary incandescent 
lamp, so that the wings form a four-sided reflector. The peculiarity 
of the reflector is that it is highly transparent, so that the filament 
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MICAYLORLITE REFLECTOR. jo ЕЕ 


appearance of five filaments, and produce a brilliant effect. The 
effect is heightened by the use of coloured lamps, suitably disposed ; 
and as the reflector is heat and weather proof, and requires no 
modification of the lamp or holder, it ought to be in considerable 
demand for illumination displays. It is made by Messrs. TAYLOR 
AND Co., of 19, Hatton Garden, E.C. - 


— — — — — 


Johnson's Distribution Board. 


Tax Johnson safety distribution H. V. board has been designed and 
manufactured to meet every requirement of the Institutions and fire 
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JouNsoN's SArrTY DISTRILUTION BOARD. 


оћсе wiring rules. Its special features are that there are no 
metallic parts exposed, and each section being absolutely inde- 
pendent, any separate section may be wired while the board is 
"alive." It has visible fuses, but these are so arranged that it is 
impossible for them to blow in sympathy. Accidental “shorting” 
is claimed to be impossible. Wiring is easily done, and is quite 
impervious to moisture; there is no“ bunching” of wires, and all 
bare ends of wires (including mains) are capped. 

The following are the directions which have to be followed for 
wiring: - А11 the fuse carriers have to be removed; when the hold- 
ing-down screws of the first and last porcelain blocks are taken out 
these two blocks will swing forward, апа the binding screw at back 
of the porcelain is then removed. The distributing terminal being 
taken out, clear off to a shoulder the insulation of the feeder соц: 
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ductor sufficiently far back to allow the bare wire to go to the bottom 
of the hole in the terminal. The rubber strip has to be wrapped round 
neatly so that the junction between the terminal and the insulation is 
well covered, and the joint thus becomes waterproof. The slack should 
then be coiled up, and should be sufficient when payed out to allow 
the porcelain to come well forward. The terminal is then replaced 
in the porcelain recess, and so on, all sections of the board being 
wired in the same manner. The lower sections are wired in the 
same way, but the feeder wire should be led between the porcelain 
blocks of each section, under the small separating roller and over 
the battens. The mains are kept behind the batrens and attached 
to bus-bar terminals at the end of each pole by the binding screw. 
It is claimed that a board so wired will give a good test even in a 
damp position after standing for 12 months. These boards are to 
be obtained from the ELECTRICAL Company, LIMITED, of London, 
the ELECTRICAL TRADES ScrPLy, LIMITED, of Birmingham, Mussns. 
Ұнлвлм & Bortann, of Leeds, and other firms in provincial 
cities, also in Scotland and Ireland. 


Rieter’s Electrical Brake Dynamometer. 


THE dynamometer here illustrated is of the electrical absorption 
type. It consists of a magnetic system of two or more poles 
arranged во аз to be capable of rotating through a small angle and 
mounted on ball bearings to reduce the frictional resistance toa 
minimum. This magnetic system may be excited by a dynamo or 
set or accumulators, the latter being preferable where very great 
accuracy is required. A cylinder of iron surrounds the poles. When 
this is driven by the power which is to be measured, eddy or 
Foucault currents are generated in the iron ring, and these currents 
exert a braking effort which tends to stop the rotation of the 
iron cylinder. By suitably varying the excitation, the dynamometer 
may be made to absorb the exact power required. Тһе mechanical 
work is transformed first into electric energy and thence into heat, 
this heat being dissipated in the surrounding air by the rotating 
ring. The magnetic field is furnished with two levers carrying 
movable weights which serve to measure the power absorbed, after 
the manner of the Prony brake. 'The advantages claimed for this 
form of brake are, that since the power is absorbed electrically, there 
is no frictional resistance, and consequently there is no possibility 


«of “seizing,” and no violent vibrations of the lever occur. Another 


advantage is that no artificial cooling is required. The accuracy of 
this dynamometer is believed to be much greater than that 
obtained with any purely mechanical form of brake. A 35-H. p. 
dynamometer, tested by Prof. Weber, of Zurich, measured from 
5—10 н.р. with a precision of 1 per cent., from 10—20 н.р. with a 


RIETER ABSORPTION DYNAMOMETER. 


precision of 06 per cent. to 03 per cent., and from 20—25 н.р. with 
a precision of 03 to 02 per cent. Th: dynamometer is the 
invention of Mr. E. H. Rieter-Bodmer, of Konstanz, Germany, and 
it is manufactured in England by the NEwroN ELECTRICAL WORKS, 
LIMITED, Tauaton. 


Johnson's Patent Lamp Cap. 


Tuis cap has been devised to meet the demand for a really efficient, 
quick, and inexpensive method of electric lighting for temporary 
purposes, and is being supplied by Mxsens. JOHNSON & Firzen, 13, 
Cambridge Parade, East Twickenham. It consists of a china cap 
having two grooves in which are the contacts, which are separated 


by a china wallrising above the level of the cap. Over the grooves 
passes a fibre cap slotted to fit over the insulating china wall. In 
the centre of this insulating wall a small square hole is made. 
When the wires have been laid in the grooves the fibre plate is 
slipped over and held in position by a small plug cr cotter passed 


JOHNSON Lamp Car. 


through the hole in the insulating wall. The method of connecting is 
as follows: — The conductors are bared for a length of about 4 in., 
and a small piece of lead foil is rolled round to make a perfect 
contact; or another method is to have a small V spring on the 
lead and so press it against the wire. The lamp is held rigidly in 
position by the fibre plate and cotter. Where straight lengths of 
lamps are required, thin strips of wood can be used slotted to 
receive the china wall,and the lamp can be fixed by passing the 
cotter under the strip of wood. Бу this method temporary lighting 
can be quickly and cheaply executed. 


Ediswan Electric Light Fittings. 


THE Evison & Swan Company are now showing, at their London 
and provincial showrooms, a large variety of the latest designs in 


b 


EDISWAN CORRIDOR FITTING. 


artistic electric light fittings. The fittings are of the highest quality 
material and finish. Among them is a type of fitting specially 
adapted for bedroom use, for fixing over the dressing table. It is 
executed іп the style known as /4rt Nouveau, and the fitting is 
very suitable for present-day decorations. On p. 604 we illustrate a 
combination standard and bracket, the many uses of which will be 
at once apparent. The illustration shows the fitting attached to a 
bedstead. It is fitted with an effective knuckle joint at the base 
and also at the nipple, and can thus be adapted to any position 
desired. The fitting can be supplied in any finish. Hammered 
metal fittings are now coming rapidly to the fore, and the Edison 
and Swan Company make a speciality of this class of metal work. 
They have an extensive variety of this style of fitting in their 
various showrooms, А specimen is shown on the next page. For the 
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corridor such a fitting as we show on page 603, seems very suitable. 
The chain completely hides the wires from view, and the workman- 
ship and finish are of the best. 

The Edison and Swan Company are also showing a large number 
of illuminating signs and devices suitable for decorations, &c., on 
the occasion of the Coronation. The designs are too numerous to 
admit of their being fully described here, but a visit to the company’s 


EpIswaN HAMMERED METAL FITTING. 


showrooms will prove that due attention has been given to illu- 
minating appliances and devices for this auspicious event. 


Rubber Sleeves for Lampholders. 


THE accompanying illustration shows a rubber sleeve for incan- 
deecent electric lampholders, invented by Mr. SauxuxL MILLER, of 
Camden Town, and being sold by the General Electric Company, 
(1900), Limited. This article is designed to effect the protection 
of lampholders when used in the open air or in damp places, and it 
is, therefore, clear that it may be of some service in connection 
with electrical illumination work during the next few months. Ав 
the sleeve engages directly on the glass of the lamp, it prevents 


rain or damp air penetrating into the interior of the lampholder, 
and so prevents short-circuiting. As may be imagined, it is a quite 
inexpensive affair, and fits over the holder as a close-fitting skin. 


Electric Lamp for Photographic Dark Rooms. 


Nowapays red-coloured electric lamps are largely used in the dark 
rooms of photographers, their convenience, as compared with gas 
or oil lamps, being very great. One of the drawbacks to the usual 


red-coloured lamps, however, is that when a white light is needed, 
one has to have either an ordinary incandescent lamp at hand to 
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ELECTRIC LAMP FOR PHOTOGRAPHY. 


substitute for the red one, or otherwise to have two lamps installed, 
one red and one white, with their respective switches in the dark 
room. Red lamps, too, are of course much dearer than the ordinary 
white ones, so that their renewal may become a costly item. In the 
new lamp recently introduced by Messrs. Siemens & Halske, of 


EDISWAN COMBINATION STANDARD AND BRACKET. 


Berlin, and of which illustrations are given herewith, photographers 
will find a useful combination of a white and red lamp. The lamp 
itself (fig. 1) is made with a colourless cylindrical transparent bulb, 
the exterior of its socket being screw-threaded. Fig. 2 shows a 
red-coloured glass bulb of the usual form, the open end of which 
is fitted with a screw-threaded piece, by means of which it can be 
quickly fixed over the white lamp, as shown in fig. 3. Thus the 
new lamp can fulfil all the functions of the usual two lamps, as, when 
& white light is required, all that need be done is to remove the 
outer red bulb. There is, also, the additional advantage that, when 
the lamp requires renewal, it is only necessary to purchase an 
ordinary white one of cylindrical form. The lamps are made with 
both screw and bayonet methods of socket attachments and for 


Fi1G. 4.— K nvPKA & JACOBY BATTEN LAMPHOLDER. 


various voltages and candle-powers, and are being placed on the 
market by Messrs. KrupKa & JAcohx, of 61&62, Watling Street, Е.С. 

The same firm is stocking for the Coronation illuminations 
a new form of bayonet lampholder, of the simplest possible 
construction, and easily attached to battens for the formation 
of special designs. The holder is illustrated in fig. 4, while 
fig. 5 shows its application to the design of a crown; similar 
designs embodying the letters E R, &c, can be built 
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up, or obtained already fitted, with or without lamps, from Messrs. 
Krupka & Jacoby. 


Large numbers of these, we understand, have 


FIG. 5. 


been supplied to Burton-on-Trent, Plymouth, &c., for the coming 
celebrations. 


New Switches. 


Мв. Н. О. FARRELL, of 106, Princess Street, Manchester, is manu- 
facturing some new switches, of which a few details follow. Fig. 1 
shows а main switch, in which there is a terminal contact at each 
end of the movable blade, which is pivotted to, or adjaceut to, one 
of them. A disadvantage usual to this type is that a firm rubbing 
contact at the pivotted end interferes with the free movement of 
the blade, so that excessively powerful springs have to be employed 
to obtain a quick-break, and these springs have to be almost neces- 


TO MANBHE: 
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FIG. 1. 


sarily of a type that is inoperative at intermediate positions. 
In his switch Mr. Farrell claims to have overcome these objections. 

The movable blade is made up of two springy strips of brass, 
attached side by side in such a manner, that compression at one end 
of the blade tends to cause expansion at the other. This blade is 
adjusted so that when it is at the off position it is an easy fit in 
the jaws of the slotted contact to which it is pivotted. When the 
blade is moved to the “on ” position, as soon as the end enters the 
jaws of the other contact, the compression causes a strong rubbing 
contact at the pivotted end. In opening the switch, immediately 
the blade is clear of the jaws of one contact, the pressure is entirely 
relieved at the other, allowing the spring to act effectively. An 
advantage of the design is that, should a spring at any time require 
renewing, it can readily be replaced without dismouuting or taking, 
the switch to pieces. Another feature is that the blades are 
adjustable, so that the contact pressure can be varied, or wear 
taken up. | 


Figs. 2 and 3 illustrate Farrell’s tumbler switch. This is of the 
usual tumbler type as regards the movement of the handle and 
general external appearance, but the internal mechanism is ап 
entirely new departure, and is claimed to possess distinct advan- 
tages. The contact bar is attached to a cylindrical piece of china 
with a spiral groove along its length. The action of the switch is 
as follows:—In moving the handle piece to the “on " position, an 


Fia, 2. 


extension of it engaging іп the spiral groove forces the cylinder to 
rotate until the contact bar makes connection with the terminal 
contacts. (See fig. 2.) In breaking the circuit a spring rotates the 
cylinder a half-circle, bringing the contact bar round to the side 
removed from the terminal contact, as shown in fig. 3. This is a 
“snap off action, independent of the speed at which the handle is 
moved. The maker claims the length of the break to be greater 


Fic. 3. 


than in any other switch of the same size, and that the china body 
of the cylinder intervenes across the path of any possible arc, except 
between the terminals themselves. The parts are few in number, 
simple and strong, and we are informed that the device has been 
severely tested as to durability with most satisfactory results. 


Folding Scaffolding for Wiring Work. 


THE latest improved tclescopic folding scaffolding which is being 
made by Mr. J. H. HrarnHMaN, of Rectory Road, Parson’s Green, 
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HEATHMAN LADDERS. 


S.W., may be of great service in connection with the wiring of 
building exteriors for the forthcoming illuminations, and renders 
the rigging up of old-fashioned scaffolding quite unnecessary. The 
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scaffold all folds up and detaches as well as adjusts at different 
heights, while the trestles may also be used detached from the 
laddets. We understand that Mr. Heathman has already supplied 


HkEkATHMAN SCAFFOLDING. 


a set of 50 ft. height for the Hackney Empire Theatre, a 30 ft. set 
for the Bow Vestry Hall, and a 40 ft. set for the Great Central 
Hotel. 


Sheftield Cooling Tower. 


Mr. ARTHUR KoppEL, of 27, St. Clement’s Lane, E.C., the 
British agent for  Balcke's patent condensing and water- 
cooling plant, has erected for the Sheffield Corporation Elec- 
tricity Supply Department a wooden fan-draught cooling 
tower capable of dealing with 180,000 gallons of water per hour. 
There are four fans, each one supplying draught to a walled-in 
compartment; they are driven in pairs by two shafts which run right 
through the tower. These fans are 10 ft. diameter, and run at 
180 revolutions per minute. The shafts are driven by belt from two- 
phase 50-period motors running on a 200-volt circuit. There are 
two motors, each of 30 B.H.P., built by the British Westinghouse 
Manufacturing Company, Limited,!:each|:motorl driving two fans. 
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BALCEKE'S CooLING TOWER. 


There is also a centrifugal pump by Gwynne & Co. to lift the water 
36 ft. into the distributing trough. This pump is driven by a 
75-B.H.P. motor of the same class. It is thought that, 
but for this cooling tower, the works would have been 
unable to cope with the demand during the very dry season which 
was so prevalent up in Lancasbire and Yorkshire last summer. The 
tower is built entirely of wood, the main uprights being 8-in. square 
pitch pine. The arrangement for equally distributing the water 
over the whole surface of the tower is ingenious. The tower is 
arranged so that it can, on small loads, be run with natural draught, 


flap boards and doors being built into the fan casing which 
can be opened and closed accordingly. The matter of rain from the 
excessive vaponr bas been to a large extent modified by carrying 
the tower higher above the troughs than has been the general 
practice; and there are a number of rows of baffle boards through 
which the vapour has to fight its way, thus losing much of its 
dampness. Another point to be mentioned in connection with this 
tower is, that the whole has been built over an existing cooling 
pond, the girder foundation work being slung from side to side of 
the pond with spans of 30 ft. The girder work in itself is a difficult 
mechanical construction, considering the slack state of the earth 
prevailing in that part. The weight of the tower when at work 
being 90 tons, it is claimed to be quite a unique achievement. The 
foundations were built by the electricity works employés to drawings 
prepared by the engineer and the contractor. 


Portable Electric Drill. 


THE LAHMEYER ELECTRICAL COMPANY, LIMITED, New Oxford Street 
W. O, are supplying portable electric drilling machines for drilling 
castings or heavy machinery. They are built in two forms, viz. :— 
(1) Motor and drill separate, coupled by means of flexible shaft or 
telescopic spindle with two universal joints; (2) Motor and drill 
combined, for drilling vertically, the drill being driven by means 
of belting. 

Other drills for special purposes or for outputs which are not 
spacified in the company's recently-issued list can be supplied. 
The complete equipment consists of a motor and trolley, connecting 
spindle and drill. The drill consists of a pillar with base cross bar, 
tool-holder and the drillitself; the necessary gearing is completely 
enclosed (see illustration). The pillar can be supplied with 
different forms of bases, either plain, or provided with screw nut 
bar and tightening device, as shown; the cross bar can also be 
arranged so as to be movable, enabling the drill to be fixed at any 
angle to the upright pillar. 

The motor, completely enclosed in a cast-iron case, is fixed ona 
trolley, on which are also fixed the starter, cable drum with six yards 
of flexible cable, plug switch, D.P. fuse and the necessary gearing 
for driving the connecting spindle between motor and drill. By 


LAHMEYER ELHC TIC DRILL. 


means of a lever and clutch coupling the gearing can be changed 
whilst the motor is running, from a ratio of 1: 4 to 1:8. When the 
lever is in the middle position, the spindle is disconnected; on 
turning to the right or left, the spindle revolves slowly or quickly. 

The trolley handle can be used in the ordinary way for moving 
the trolley from place to place, and when placed vertically the 
trolley can be suspended from a crane or blocks, &c. The tele- 
scopic spindles are made of best steel, the universal joints been 
hardened. These spindles are capable of transmitting the power 
even at wide angles from the horizontal. 'The shortest lengths of 
the spindles are 48 in. and 53 in. When drawn out the lengths are 
73 in. aud 80 in. 


Richardson Аге Lamp. 


Мв. A. W. RICHARDSON, of Skew Bridge Works, Patricroft, near 
Manchester, is supplying open and enclosed arc lamps, which he 
claims to possess all the essential features of a first-class lamp, but 
to be produced at a low price to compare with foreign makes, 
special machinery, tools and appliances enabling this to be done. 
Fig. 1 shows the mechanism of the І.К. non focussing type, which 
is simple and sound in construction. It is a differential direct- 
acting arc lamp, having a simple yet very positive and sensitive 
feeding arrangement which acts upon the carbon direct, all com- 
plications such as racks, rods, chains, &c., being entirely dispensed 
with. This feeding arrangement is actuated by a pair of solenoids 
of large area, the cores of which are attacked to a rocking lever, 
which works the centre tube to which the feeding gear is fixed. 
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This gear is fitted in a box below the lamp bottom plate and so pro- 
tected. The whole is constructed of a metal which will withstand 
the action of the atmosphere, and not corrode away. Every possible 
precaution has been taken to provide against the carelessness of 
attendants. The remains of the positive carbon is used in the 


Fic. 2. 


negative, therefore there is only one waste end instead of two. 
Being very short over all, the lamp may be uscd in low buildings. 
The lamp is specially suited to shop lighting, and for workshops or 
foundry work. Fig. 2 is an outside view of the same lamp. Fig. З 


illustrates the maker’s enclosed long-burning arc Jamp for direct 
current; it has been designed and constructed on the same 
lines as ће І.К. non-focussing type. All of the lamps are suitable 
for temporary lighting, the non-focussing open type lamp more 
especially. 


The Seott & Mountain Engine-Type Generator. 


THE illustration represents MEssas. Ernest Scorr & MOUNTAIN'S 
latest type of generator for direct coupling to high-speed or slow- 
speedengines, this type of generator being constructed in all sizes. 
It will be noticed that the armature is of the sk ќеса drum type, 
with formei-wound embedded conductors, the conductors being 
laid in the slots after being carefully insulated, The core is com- 


posed of steel plates of high magnetic permeability mounted upon 
a cast-iron centre with driving slots; cast-iron cramping plates are 
fitted at each side, which not only keep the core plates in position, 
but also carry the ends of the armature conductors. 

The commutator is of hard-drawn copper insulated with mica, 


Tue Scorr & MOUNTAIN ENGiISNE-Tirr GENERATOR. 


and is mounted on a centre which is bolted direct to the 
armature core, so that the whole is positively driven, and the 
spindle can be removed if required. The magnet frame is of 
steel, with internal poles; this type of machine is made with 
four poles in the small size, and up to 16 polcs in the larger 
sizes. The poles are cast separate from the yoke, so that they can 
be withdrawn sideways, aud the magnet coils removed if required, 
the poles being secured to the yoke by turned steel bolts. The yoke is 
in halves, so that the top half can be removed to expose the armature. 
The brush gear is supported by brackets bolted to the yoke, and the 
ring supporting the brush-holders is rotated in these by means 
of a screw and handwheel. The brush-holders are of special 
design to take carbon block brushes, and each is fitted with springs 
to vary the pressure of the carbon block on the surface of the 
commutator, and aleo with vertical movement, so that any wear of 
the commutator can be taken up. These generatora are designed 80 
that the temperature rise after a run for six houra at full load will 
not exceed the temperature of the surrounding atmosphere by 
more than 70° F., and the machines are capable of withstanding 
an overload of 25 per cent. for two hours, or a temporary overload 
of 50 per cent. for short periods without adjustment of brushes. 


Electric Light in St. Paul's Cathedral. 


THE most important and costly installation of electric lighting 
fittings in this country, we believe, is that which is now in progress 
іп St. Paul's. At present only the choir has been completed, and 
this portion of the installation was appropriately inaugurated on 
Easter Day, after a preliminary trial at evensong on Easter Eve; the 
remainder of the work will be finished, it is hoped, by Whitsuntide 
—at any rate as regards the lighting of the dome and nave. 
It has been stated in the daily Press that the work 
has been delayed through the non-delivery of the fittings, 
but this is a mis-statement, as the latter are already within 
the Cathedral precincts, and are awaiting permission to erect. 
The choir is illuminated by six fittings, suspended from the roof 
by means of gilded tubular rods. Each fitting carries six incan- 
descent lamps for ordinary lighting, but, in addition, there are a 
number of lamps hidden from sight, which light up the upper parts 
of the fittings, and also illuminate the vaulted roof; the latter are 
controlled independently of the former. The fittings themselves 
are gilded, and are of very beautiful design and workmanship. 
Appropriately enough, the appearance of a crown is worked into 
the design. Eight pendant fittings will be required for the dome, 
aud the nave will be fitted with lamps on standards. Various minor 
fittings for reading desks, &c., in the choir are also in use. We are 
unable, at present, to give illustrations of the apparatus, but we 
may note that the whole installation was planned and carried out, 
and all the fittings made at their works at Chiswick, by Messrs, 
W. A. S. Benson & Co., Limirep, 32 and 83, New Bond Street, W 
The major fittings were designed by the architect. 
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The Jandus Are Lamp Works. 


Owrxa to the growing demand for their productions, the Jandus Arc 
Lamp and Electric Company, Limited, found it necessary in 1899 
to extend the scope of their operations, and acquired the extensive 
premises in Hartham Road, Holloway, which they now occupy. We 
recently had the pleasure of visiting these works, of which the 
following is a brief description. 

The works were opened in July, 1899. The buildings cover an 
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provided with two duplex feed pumps, and a large feed water 
heater. The engine only works up to its full power when 
driving a dynamo for lighting the shops, as well as the shafting. 
The latter consists of 381 ft. of 2-in., 24-in. and 4-in. shafting and 
takes 6:34 н.р. when the machines are idle, or roughly, 0°011 н.р. 
per foot length of 2-in. shafting. Special attention is given to 
the bearings and alignment of the shafting, and the engine is 
frequently indicated in order to keep them up to the mark by 
checking the power absorbed, 


TEsTI!NG Room. 


area of 15,000 sq. ft., forming three sides of a square, with а 
spacious yard for storage and loading carts, &c., and provide accom- 
modation sufficient for 300 men. The plant installed is sufficient 
for the manufacture of 12,000 standard lamps per annum, but the 
output could easily be increased to 20,000 lamps. 


An E.C.C. dynamo is used for lighting the shops, charging the 
storage battery, and testing arc lamps; two small dynamos are 
also provided, which are run in series for testing iamps on 
500-volt circuits. 

The arrangements for testing alternating current lamps are of 


Ілант MACHINE SHOP. 


In laying out the works, Мг. Adrian Jones, the works manager, 
went into the question of electrical driving, but found that, owing 
to the small amount of power required and the short distance over 
which it had to be transmitted, the balance of advantage rested 
unmistakably witha steam engine and shafting. A 50-н.р. horizontal 
single-cylinder engine, by Messrs. Galloway, Limited, was put down, 
with a Lancashire boiler of the same make. The boiler house is 


special interest; owing to the difficulty of obtaining just what he 
wanted at a reasonable price, Mr. Jones designed a small alternator, 
and had it constructed in the works. The armature is of the iron- 
cored type, and the revolving field of the Kapp single-coil claw 
pattern. А small drop of E.M.F., with increase of current, was 
essential to success, and was satisfactorily secured by magnetically 
saturating the iron of the field magnet at all times. The alternator 


Vol. 50. No. 1,272, APRIL 11, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


609 


% 
is provided with stepped pulleys, to give five different frequencies 
from 40 to 100 cycles per second, and in order to obtain suitable 
voltages at each of these frequencies, without varying the excita- 
tion very much, the terminals of the stationary armature coils are 
connected with regulating switcbes in the test room, so that a 
greater or less number of them can be joined in series as required. 
Passing by the packing sheds, packing and oil stores, and 
the forge for tools, we come to the stores for castings and stamp- 
ings, comprising the heavy parts of the Jandus lamps in the 
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Heavy MACHINE SHOP. 


rough; every part is systematically numbered on the drawings, 
&c., so that no confasion can possibly arise in making out requisi- 
tions. A stock of no less than 50,000 globes is carried; these are 
mostly opal or opalescent, but a great improvement in the latter 
type has been effected by making them, not of glass containing 
foreign colouring materials, but of glass containing myriads of 
minute bubbles, so that the light is not absorbed, but dispersed, with 
trifling loss. 

The large test room and repairing shop comes next; this has 
been fitted up with the necessary switchbcards, using Nalder and 
Evershed instruments, and with a long arc-lamp testing bench. 
The latter is so constructed, that a set of instruments mounted 


nected voltmeter, so that sets of lamps can be tested at different 
voltages simultaneously, and on both a.c. and p.c. circuits. 

Testing transformers giving pressures up to 3,000 volts in steps 
of 200 volts, with plug switchboards, are provided ; these were made 
in the Jandus works, as also are all the transformers and choking 
coils used with the lamps. The transformers are designed with 
considerable magnetic leakage, so as to act somewhat as chokers. A 
large stock of transformers is carried, but the extraordinary variety 
of frequencies in vogue is a very troublesome factor in this depart- 
ment. The choking coils are provided with cores whose position 
can be varied to meet requirements. The 4.c. lamp.is similar 
in most respects to the p.c. lamp, apart from the necessary 
modifications, such as the lamination of the iron core, &c. 

The automatic cut-outs made in the works embody several details 
of great interest; amongst these we may note the contacts, which 
are of carbon and silver—a combination probably unique, and found 
to be most satisfactory —and the slanting spring, which gives a prac- 
tically uniform pull over a very long range without taking up much 
room, and can be made of stout wire without becoming too strong. 

Another novelty, of no little importance, is a system of construct- 
ing the series coiis of the lamps so as to be practically fireproof. 
This is accomplished by the liberal application of a special compo- 
sition, and the result is that a standard lamp may be short 
circuited on 200 volts, the current rising to 25 amperes and the coil 
becoming practically red-hot—yet the latter is uninjured. The 
lamps are subjected to severe tests of this kind, being short 
circuited on 220 volts, and shunt coils being subjected to a P.D. of 
300 volts. 

The direct-current switchboard in the test room is fitted with 
apparatus for the control of three storage batteries, each consisting 
of 66 D.P. cells; these sets can be charged singly or two in parallel. 
Six ammeters and five voltmeters and a formidable array of plugs 
and switches provide for the use of allthe voltages and combina- 
tions that can possibly be required. 

As will be seen in our illustration, a large number of finished 
lamp mechanisms of all the types standardised, as well as of trans- 
formers, choking coils, cut-outs, &c., are kept in this room. Every 
lamp has to pass through a double series of prolonged tests, in tho 
first of which all adjustments are made, while the second series 
constitutes a check upon the first, and renders it absolutely certain 
that no lamp shall leave the works unless it is in perfect running 
order. All these tests are fully recorded—a wise precaution. 

Passing the case-fitting shop, where a large store of finished parts 
is kept, we enter the heavy machine shop. Here, it is interesting to 
note, the limit gauge system is in use. All the gauges are made on 
the premises, the limits being fixed according to a system devised 
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ASSEMBLING AND WINDING SHOP. 


upon a wheeled carriage can be run along the top of it; as it arrives 
at each lamp the instruments are automatically connected in circuit, 
so that the current and pressure readings for half-a-dozen lamps 
can be taken in half as many minutes, without interruption or 
variation of their operation for a moment. In addition, the bench 
is divided into sections, each equipped with a permanently con- 


by Mr. Jones. Great accuracy is essential in the construction of the 
lamps, and it is found that the accuracy attainable with capstan 
lathes is insufficient ; boring, tapping, &c., are done for the most 
part with special tools held in rigid holders. 

The light machine shop and the tool room form the subjects of 
two of our illustrations. Iu the tool room nearly all the tools used 
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in the works are made, as well as a variety of special jigs, some of 
which are very complex апа costly. The latter are arranged so as 
to dispense with the use of a tilting table, the work being set auto- 
matically at the desired angles. The system of ordering tools is so 
arranged that the tool-room foreman is relieved of clerical work, and 
is able to devote practically the whole of his time to his proper 
duties. The piece-work system is adopted to a very large extent. 
Each man is paid weekly by time, until the batch of parts upon which 
he is engaged is finished, when he receives the additional sum due to 
him at piece rates. Men working “оп piece" are not allowed to 
waste time in running about or in cooking meals, boys being pro- 
vided for these functions. Thus the “load factor“ of the machines 
is kept up to the highest value—a principle of unimpeachable 
SOundness. 
The remaining illustration shows the assembling and winding 


з?» ор. А number of lamps with labels attached may be seen in the 


JaANDus Works: Toot Room. 


foreground, and in this connection we may call attention to another 
instance of the extreme care and minute detail with which the 
works manager has organised the work. The labels are of three 
different colours, so as to show at a glance what is to be done to a 
Jamp; when it is finished, and when tested ; also the work slips are 
coloured to show three degrees of urgency, and there is a system of 
order cards by means of which the works foreman knows exactly 
what he has to give out, which jobs must have precedence, and so 
on, without loss of time. "Thus the foreman is never in doubt as to 
finding work for а man who has completed an order. If no“ very 
urgent" orders are waiting, he gives out "early" or “stock” 
orders, according to the requirements indicated by the system. It 
is only by close attention to detail that commercial success can be 
attained, and the Jandus works form a conspicuous illustration of 
this truth. 


The Westinghouse-Bremer Lamp. 


PRACTICE in electric arc lighting has changed very little during the 
past few years, and until quite recently, it appeared as if the work- 
ing principles had arrived at a final standard. The majority of the 
many arc lamps placed on the market differ from each other only 
in mechanical details—in their striking and feeding mechanisms, 
&c.—they all work on one principle, and all give practically similar 
distributions of light from the arc, and require the same expendi- 
ture of electric power per candle-power of light. Quite recently, 
however, the British Westinghouse and Manufacturing Company 
introduced a new type of arc lamp which, both in its mechanical 
construction and in its working principles, is quite different from 
all others. 

There are two or three features exhibited by the light of the 
Westinghouse-Bremer lamp which are noticed at once, even by the 
most casual observer. The light is not of that cold bluish-white 
colour, common to most other arc lamps, neither does it emanate 
from one dazzling, brilliant point as is usual in ordinary practice. 
The light produced by this lamp is decidedly warm in tone, there 
being a considerable proportion of red and yellow in the light 
emitted ; there is no definite point apparent as the source of light, 
but the whole of the globe is evenly lighted, and the lamp simply 
appears аз a luminous ball, diffusing from its entire surface a soft, 
warm light. 'lThere are no shadows or dark patches whatever on 
the lamp globe, and the shadows thrown by the light are not dense 
and black, since the light emanates from a large surface, and not 
from an exceedingly bright point. The globe is quite free of any 
length of carbon, slides, carbon-holders, &c., below the arc; con- 
sequently, there are no shadows projected on to the globe. The arc 
is situated in a fixed position at the top of the globe under a small 
reflecting hood. Both carbons project from above into this reflector 
for a distance of about 1 іп. Neither of the carbons is vertical, they 
sre inclined to each other at an angle of about 20? ; they are, how- 
ever, so nearly vertical that a gravity feed is utilised. The arc is 
horizontal across the two ends of the carbons; it is prevented from 
rising up the sides between the carbons, and is caused to assume a 


downward curve of a peculiar form between the ends of the carbons 
by an ingenious electro-magnetic arrangement, 

It will be seen that, owing tothe small angle between the carbons, 
the usual method of striking the arc by momentarily bringing the 
carbons together, and then drawing them apart to form the correct 
length of arc, is hardly practicable in the case of the Bremer lamp, 
since a long and uncertain fall and return would require to be given 
tothe carbons. The arc is started by an additional striking piece 
which, at the instant of closing the lamp circuit, is put forward 
across the two carbon ends, short-circuits them for an instant, and 
withdrawing, leaves the arc formed between the carbons. This 
striking arrangement works in conjunction with the carbon feeding 
mechanism ; the combination is simple, and works excellently in 
practice. Any tendency of the arc to become too long, or any 
momentary break of thc arc, is followed immediately by the moving 
forward of the striking piece, and the downward feed of the 


THE WESTINGHOUSE-BREMER LAMP. 


carbons, the arc being thus corrected and maintained normal and 
constant. 

The mechanism of the Westinghouse-Bremer lamp is of such a 
form that it can be depended upon to work correctly and definitely 
at all times. It is not affected by dust deposits, and does not 
require frequent lubrication and cleaning. 

On closing the lamp circuit, the wedge-shaped striking piece is 
moved forward by the upward motion of the armature of an 
electro-magnet, which also controls the carbon grips, so that the 
downward feed of the carbons follows close after the forward 
motion of the striking piece. The carbons thus feed down by gravity 
on to the striking piece, and an arc is formed between the striking 
piece and the carbons. The coil of the striking electro-magnet is at 
once thrown out of circuit, the carbons are re-gripped and the 
striking piece withdrawn, leaving the arc burning between the two 
carbons. The downward feed of the carbons is graduated to a nicety 
by means of gravity-controlled contacts working in conjunction 
with the striking electro-magnet. The action of feeding and striking 
works with equal facility and precision, whether the lamps be wired 
singly on circuits or whether there be a number of lamps in series. 
The carbons are so nearly parallel that the arc continues to burn 
steadily at a practically constant length for sometime. The carbons 
feed usually at intervals of about a quarter of an hour, and the 
effect on the light of the lamp when feeding is almost inappreciable. 

Two electro-magnets are so arranged that the centre of the arc is 
blown down between the carbon points and also projected 
towards the sides of the reflecting hood: a fan-shaped 
arc is the result, and, aided by the reflecting properties of the hood, 
the light is produced more in the form of a luminous ball than an 
intensely brilliant point, such as occurs in ordinary arc lamps. One 
of these arc-controlling electro-magnets is single-wound, and is in 
series with the arc; the other is compound-wound, having a coil in 
series with the arc and also a shunt coii coupled across the lamp 
terminals. The two windings are coupled so as to oppose each 
other. The series magnet is arranged so that one of its poles just 
enters the hood between the carbons and above the arc. The two 
poles of the compound magnet are of semi-circular form, and 
encircle the lower outside edge of the reflecting hood; they are thus 
outside the carbons and below the arc. The effect of this magnetic 
arrangement on the shape of the arc can easily be understood, the 
downward centre “draught” of the опе magact, combined with the 
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upward side “draught” of the other, tending to give the arc the 
peculiar and desirable fan shape just mentioned. 

As the arc continues to burn, the carbons are consumed, and 
the arc tends to lengthen, so that the lamp current tends to 
decrease ; the effect of the взгіев magnet is, therefore, reduced, and 
the arc is allowed to ascend nearer the carbons. The series current 
of the compound magnet is also reduced, and its effect is further 
reduced by the increase in the current through its shunt coil, owing 
to the increase in resistance of the arc raising the pressure at the 
terminals. This weakening of the lower magnet reduces the 
lateral spreading of the arc, and, as it ascends the cone, following 
the carbons as they are consumed, it is just spread sufficiently to 
maintain its correct fan shape and respective position as to the 
sides of the reflecting cone at points of reduced diameters. It is 
claimed that this ingenious means of regulating the arc produces an 
absolutely steady light. . ` 

The electrodes or carbons used in the Westinghouse-Bremcr 
lamp are a feature peculiar to this lamp. They are not of carbon or 
graphite alone, but are composed of & mixture of carbon with cer- 
tain minerale, whereby the high light efficiency of the lamp is 
mainly secured. The presence of these minerals in the carbons 
improves the value of the light in three ways:—The vaporising of 
the minerals increases the brilliancy of the arc; the arc formed is 
of better electrical conductivity than that formed between elec- 
trodes of carbon alone, consequently a stable arc of long length is 
secured, giving the best diffusion of light; the mineral vapour con- 
densing on the inside of the cone and around the arc forms an 


excellent permanent snow-white reflector; and the colour of the : 


light emitted is warm and pleasing, quite different from the cold 
bluish-white light yielded by an arc between pure carbon 
electrodes. 

The lamps are manufactured in sizes for various currenta and for 
long or short hours of burning with one supply of carbons. The 
carbons are of various diameters to suit the different lamps. The 
lamps and the carbons are protected by patenta. | 

Such are the more important features of the new Westinghouse- 

.Bremer arc lamp. There are other advantages which it possesses, 
such as, for instance, those which deal with the renewal of 
the lamp carbons. For this purpose there are no screws or clamps 
to manipulate, the globe has not to be removed, and the carbons 
require no adjustment, either for alignment or length ; the carbons 
are simply dropped into tubes from above ; the tubes are large, and 
the carbons fall easily into position. Thuscarbon renewals can be 
put into the lamp whilst the lamp is in operation, and carbons of 
any length—even short, broken pieces—can be used, and there is 
no waste of carbons. But sufficient has been said to show that its 
design has been worked out with the idea of leaving no feature of 
the ordinary arc lamp unimproved. Practice has demonstrated the 
complete success of these efforts, and the introduction of the 
Westinghonse-Bremer lamp marks an important advance in tke field 
of electric lightipg. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


(Continued from page 594.) 


Merthyr.— The Merthyr Electric Traction Company have 
given the D.C. notice of their intention to apply to the В. of T. for 
an extension of time until 1903 for the purpot e of constructing the 
works authorised. 


New Malden.—The U.D.C. is informed that the proposed 


L.U.T. line over Kingston Hill has been withdrawn. 


Newport (Mon.).—It bas been decided by the Newport 
Electrical Committee to make every preparation to proceed with 
their scheme of reconstruction of the tramway system as soon as 
the Corporation Bill now before Parliament shall have received 
Royal Assent. The borough engineer suggests that Hadfield's man- 
ganese steel shall be used for the points, crossings and junctions 
throughout the lines, and that quotations for this work shall be 
obtained, and that for the lay-out line in the yard competitive 
tenders be obtained for manganese and crucible steel; that "anchor" 
shall be used as preferable to the ordinary tist plate; that various 
points and sections of rails shall be renewed, and that broken stone 
shall be used for the concrete to be laid under the setts. These 
suggestions have been approved. 


Oldham.—During the Easter holidays the cars running 
from Middleton to Chadderton and Castleton carried an immense 
number of passengers. These tramways were only opeued on 
Thursday week, and in three days carried 60,000 passengers. 


Richmond—Hampton Court,—The L.U.T. track is 
laid between Richmond Bridge and Twickenham, but sundry 
widenings have yet to be completed. Most of the posts are in 
position. 


Salford.—In connection with the tramways the new 
route between, Weaste and Trafford Bridge was opened on Friday 
last. It is expected that the Sussex Street, Lower Broughton Road 
and Cliff lines will be ready shortly. It was hinted that there 
might be through running between Salford and Stratford in the not 
very distant future. M 


South Shields.—The tramways question is still agitating 
the South Shields Council, and at their meeting on 2nd inst., the 
report of the Parliamentary Committee recommended that the 
South Shields, Sunderland, and District Electric Tramways Bill be 
opposed by petition to the House of Lords, and that the Committee 
have power to negotiate with the promoters of the Bill, if possible, 
to agree upon clauses for the protection of the Corporation, or if they 
think fit, to oppose the Bill before the House of Lords Committee. 
This suggestion was opposed by Mr. W. E. O. Scott, who thought it 
would be better if, after negotiations had been tried and failed, they 
had another meeting of the Council. He deprecated anotber expen- 
sive fight in London. He wasof opinion that the Council did not 
occupy a strong position, seeing that their own Bill had been 
defeated in the town by a poll. It was not in the public interest 
that this Bill should be defeated. A warm discussion ensued, which 
was spiced with a good deal of personality, but eventually the 
Committee’s report was adopted unamended. 


Spain.—The Medina—Zamora Railway Company is pre- 
paring plans for a projected electric railway between the Incio 
mines and San Estebau. The line will be a narrow gauge one, and 
is intended for the transport of ore from the province of Lugo to 
the port of Vigo. 


Sunderland.—The Sunderland Electric Tramways Com- 
mittee are experiencing some difficulty in regard to the transfer 
tickets which they issue, enabling the holder to pass from one 
section to another without farther payment. The system is worked 
out roughly on the principle of & mile per 1d., and the system of 
transfers was instituted to allow a traveller who got on to the car in 
the middle of one of these 1d. sections to pass to the middle of the 
adjoining section. The Committee are finding, however, that there 
is a vast deal of cheating by the unscrupulous, and at the last Com- 
mittee meeting some figures were given bearing this out. It was 
shown that on the Hendon route on which the transfers are mostly 
used, during a certain period 127,000 passengers were carried, and 
the financial return was 8 4d. per car-mile. On the other hand, on 
the High Street and Hylton Road route, where few of these transfer 
tickets were used, the number of passengers carried in the same 
period was 126,000, and the money return 16 1d. per car-mile, or 
very nearly double that of the Hendon route. A suggestion was 
made to do away with the transfer system, but eventually the 
matter was adjourned. 


Switzerland, — The Oerlikon Maschinenfabrik, of 
Oerlikon, is reported to be in negotiation with the Swiss State 
Railway authorities for the experimental installation of electric 
traction on the Seebach — Wettingen railway, which is about 20 kilo- 
metres long. 


Tipton.—An agreement bas been entered into between 
the U. D. C., the British Electric Traction Company, the Birming- 
ham апа Midland Company, and the South Staffordshire Company, 
whereby, within two years, the tramways in the Council's district 
will be taken over and electrically equipped. The tramway companies 
are to pay the Council a lump sum (not disclosed) down and £150 
per year from the date of the agreement. There are also to be 
workmen's fares, and waiting rooms are to be provided, and 
if any damage is done to gas mains, the Council are to he 
entitled to full compensation. If the Bill before Parliament for 
dealiog with the tramways which the Council are promoting is 
dropped, the tramway companies will pay the whole of the costs of 
promoting. At a meeting of the Council on Wednesday last week 
tbis agreement was sealed, and it was resolved to drop the Parlia- 
mentary Bill. 


West Bromwich, —The T.C. has consented to another 
applicstion by the South Staffordshire Tramways Lessee Company, 
for a further extension, but only for nine months, for the use of 
steam on their system. 


Windsor and Maidenhead.—The Light Railway Com- 
missioners further considered this proposed light railway scheme 
on Tuesday at Windsor, and the order was refused, the promoters 
not having sufficiently proved their case in the opinion of the 
Commissioners. 


Worthing.—The General Purposes Committee is to 
report upon the best steps to be taken to obtain powers for the con- 
struction of electric tramways within the borougb, and to such 
places adjacent thereto as may be deemed expedient. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES 


Brighton Telepliones.—A Local Government Board 
inquiry was held by Colonel Slacke, R.E., at Brighton, on 2nd inst., 
when the Corporation produced evidence in favour of an application 
to be allowed to borrow £45,000 for the establishment of a Tele- 
phone Exchange System with 2,000 subscribers. Major-General 
Webber was examined in support of Mr. A. R. Bennett's plans and 
estimates for the work. We understand that the tenders actually 
received, together with other costs, allow the estimate of capital 
expenditure per subscriber joined up to be placed at £19 63, which 
gives an average length of 14 mile for each twin wire line. It may 
be interesting to mention the time that has elapsed between the 
date when it was decided to apply to the Postmaster-General for 
a telephone license and when a system has been constructed and 
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put to work. Thus, although Glasgow began to move in the ques- 
tion in 1896, the present Municipal Exchange, which has about 
4,500 subscribers, was only opened in August, 1901. Tunbridge 
Wells, which began its active canvass also in 1896, did not commence 
work until July last. Portsmouth discussed the question in 1897, 
and only last week was the ground being broken to commence work 
on the system, under the scheme for which the Local Government 
Board held an inquiry in November, 1901. And now, the Corpora- 
tion of Brighton, which moved first in the matter so long ago as 
1898, was only last week ready to submit its proposals to inquiry. 


Durban Telephones.—The Corporation have instructed 
their electrician to report on the system most suitable for the town, 
they having acquired the plant of the Natal Telephone Company. 
He will confer with the Johaunesburg electrical engineer, so as 
to ensure, if possible, the adoption of a similar system for both 
cities. 


Glasgow Telephones.— The first year's operations were 
completed on the 2nd inst, and the convener of the Telephone 
Committee, Bailie James Alexander, at the mecting of the Corpora- 
tion on 3rd inst., stated that the general manager reported that 
they had now 4,524 subscribers connected. New orders were 
coming in, he was pleased to say, spontaneously, and the number in 
the books amounted to 6,767. Govan Exchange was opened last 
week, and Shettleston would be opened in а few days. The other 
exchanges at Clydebank, Rutherglen, Cambuslang, Leuzie, and 
Kirkintilloch were also well under way. 

At the same meeting of the Corporation, Councillor Carvick 
Webster put the following questions to the convener of the Tele- 
phone Committee :—(1) Has he seen the report of the inquiry before 
the Local Government Board regarding the Tunbridge Wells tele- 
phones? (2) IsMr.A.R. Bennett, whose cross-examination appears, 
the same gentleman who is general manager for the Glasgow Cor- 
poration Telephone Department? (3) If so, is he also consulting 
engineer to any other municipality ? (4) If so, is it under agree- 
ment and with the approval of the Telephone Committee? (5) Is 
it a fact that he is only bound to give a portion cf his time to the 
service of the Corporation, and if so, how much; and is the £1,000 
referred to in the minute of February 15th last paid for the said 
portion, or is it the rate per annum at which he is paid only for the 
time he gives? (6) .\s there are several statements regarding mis- 
takes in estimates and errors in judgment in the said report, which, 
it appears to me, reflect on Mr. Bennett's skill as an electrical 
engineer, will the convener, if he has not already done зо, inquire 
at once to what extent, if anv, similar errors may be affecting the 
Corporation system ? à 

Councillor W. F. Anderson asked if the convener could inform 
the Corporation by whom the various anonymous printed statements 
on this subject had been circulated. 

Bailie Alexander said the answer to each of Nos. 1, 2, 3, aud 4 
was “Yes”; No. 5 was Per annum’; and No. 6, “That the 
Corporation were perfectly satisfied with Mr. Bennett's services." 


Indo-European Telegraph Department,—The ad- 
ministration report of this department for 1900-1901 has just been 
issued. The total capital outlay to the end of that year was 
£771,680, and the net result of the year's working was a profit of 
£60,580, representing a dividend of 785 percent. There was no 
interruption of traffic between Teheran and Karaohi during the year, 
but between Teheran and London the lines were interrupted for a 
total period of rather over three days. Therc were 560 acts of- 
wilful damage on the Persian section. Soon after his return from 
Europe the Shah issued a firman to the local governors urging tlic 
necessity for energetic action in protecting the line, but the result 
has not been satisfactory. Interruptions on the Turkish route 
occurred amounting to about 37 days, and the working of this route 
continues to be unsatisfactory. The Teheran—Meshed line of 568 
miles, owned by the Persian Government, but maintained by the 
department, worked smoothly, the interruptions aggregating only 
24 hours. The increased message revenue of the year was chiefly 
owing to the war in China. Message statistics show that during the 
tive years to March 31st, 1901, the Times messages, averaging 242 
words each, were five times as long as other Press messages. The 
average length of commercial messages was 12 95 words. The new 
convention between England and l'ersia provides that in addition 
to the existing linc from Teheran to India vii Bushire, the Persian 
(iovernment shall construct under the supervision of the British 
Telegraph Staff a three-wire line from Kashau to the Baluchistan 
frontier vii Yezd and Kerman, traversing, wherever possible, in- 
habited districts. The Persian Government agrees to lcase the use 
and the transit revenue of the line, when completed, to the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, which will provide for its main- 
tenance and direction, though the line guard: are to be l'ersian 
subjects.— Times. 


Portsmouth Telephones.— The ceremony of laying the 
first conduit in connection with the Municipal Telephone Exchange 
was performed on Saturday at noon, in the vicinity of the Town 
Hall, by the Mayor, Major W. T. Dupree. In his Worship's ban- 
queting room light refreshments were served, and Mr. Bennett, the 
Corporation telephone engineer, gave some explanatory details, and 
stated that towns and villages in the vicinitv of Portsmouth would 
be served, the area covered embracing an area of 100 square miles. 
At the rate at which subscribers were coming in, provision would 
have to be made during the next few months for more than the 1,240 
for whom accommodation was arranged. Не also intimated that 
the Telephone Committee had made arrangements for the very best 
service available. Councillor W. P. Dillman, Chairman of the 
Telephone Committee, referred to the strong opposition which had 


been offered to the scheme, and expressed a hope that henceforward 
it would have the support of the whole community. Mr. Bennett 
presented the Mayor with & silver trowel and mallet, and Mr. 
Wilbourne, on behalf of the British Insulated Wire Company, who 
will carry out the cable work, with a mounted telephone cable 
sample, as mementoes of the occasion. 


Reduction of Rates to India.—In the annual report 
of the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for the past 
year, the following paragraph deals with the question of a reduction 
in the charges for Indo-European telegrams :— 

“While writing this report, the Committee were glad to see 
from a Press telegram that the rednction in charges for telegraphic 
messages between India and Europe, which has been the subject of 
such prolonged agitation both here and at home, seems at last likely 
to be effected. In а paragraph under this head in the last report, 
the Committee placed on record the obligation which the mercantile 
community and all engaged in trade with India were under to Sir 
Edward Sassoon, Bart., M.P., for the active part he has taken in this 
agitation, and expressed a hope that he would continue, as hereto- 
fore, to keep the matter before the House of.Commons and the 
British. Government. The Committee have noticed from the 
English Press that Sir Edward Sassoon had lost no opportunity of 
keeping this important matter well to the front. In March, 1901, 
he moved an important resolution at the annual meeting of the 
Association of Chambers of Commerce in London, supporting it by 
an energetic speech, and he has on more than one occasion addressed 


. letters to the Times, urging more vigorous action on the part of 


Government. In this connection the Committee would refer to a 
communication they received in August last, from the President of 
the Board of Trade, Ottawa, Canada, urging the importance of 
securing an Imperial system of telegraphy connecting British 
possessions throughout tbe world by State-owned telegraph cables, 
under the control of the Posb Office." 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. INTERRUPTED. REPAIRED. 


ae June 20, 1809 ee ee 
.. Jan. 19,1902 .. s 
.. March 17, 1902 .. 
.. Feb. 26, 1902 
.. March 8, 1902 .. 

.. March 13, 1902. 

. March 13, 1902... 


Latakia-Cyprus . 
Alexandria-Laruaca 
Assab- Massowah 
Perim-Obock 
Cavenne-Pinheiro 
Colon-Jamaica .. eje 
Zanzibar-Mombassa .. 
LANDLINES 1— 


„% Via Hanekin" on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 94,1900 .. T 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 .. ee 
Guanta-Barcelona 2 ВР Se ia .. March 17, 1902 .. 
Berlin-Versovic .. 78. .. March 31, 1902.. 
Barcelona-Cuidad Bolivar . March 6, 1902 .. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—<American dispatches to the 
daily press report that Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan’s interests have 
secured the American patent rights of the Marconi Company of 
London. The new company will be styled the Wireless Telegraph 
Company of America. Its first work will be to establish wireless 
connection between Key West and Havana: if this proves success- 
ful the system will next be installed in the Philippines. Mr. 
Marconi has stated that the original company will carry a controlling 
interest in and co-operate with thc American company. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—Mav 7th. А 20-ton electrical overhead 
crane for the Dee Village electricity works. See “Official Notices " 
to-day. 


Bath.—April 21st. Steam dynamos, motor-alternator, 
balancer, switchgear, transformers, water softener, arc and clow 
lamps, cables and meters, «с. See Official Notices to-day. 


Bermondsey.— April 14th. Arc lamp carbons, meters, 
oils, incandescent lamps, cables, meter-boards and stores for the 
electricity and destructor works. See “ Official Notices” March 
98th. 


Bexley.— April 2 Ist and 28th. Tram rails, fishplates, &c., 
also engines, alternators, and dynamos, for the U.D.C. See 
“Official Notices" March 28th. 


Brighton.— April 14th. High-rate discharge battery, 
reversing booster and switchgear, for the electricity department. 
See Official Notices“ April 4th. 


Burton-on-Trent. — April 22nd. Тһе Corporation 
wants tenders for the construction of about 5 miles of route, single 
line with passing places; consulting engineers, Messrs. Kincaid, 
Waller & Manville. 


Chili.—The Chili Legation in Paris (18 Rue Pierre 
Charrox; is open to receive proposals for the electric lighting of the 
public streets, and the establishment of a network of electric 
tramways in the city of Valparaiso, 
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Devonport.—April 16th. Permanent way, bonding, 
&c., for over three miles of track for the Corporation. See 
" Official Notices" March 14th. 


Dundee,—April 14th. Motor equipments and bogies 
for single deckers. See “ Official Notices” April 4th. 


Dundee.— April 24th. Triple-expansion engine and 
750-K w. dynamo for the electricity department. Bee Official 
Notices April 4th. 


Edinburgh.— April 28th. Electricity meters for 12 
months. See Official Notices to-day. 


Falkirk. — April 12th. Three 100-Kkw. steam dynamos 
(vertical enclosed high speed engines) for the electricity scheme. 
See Official Notices March 28th. 


Glasgow. —April 21st. Concentric and single main 
cables for electricity department. See Official Notices April 
Ath. 


Halifax, — The Electricity Committee have decided 
to invite tenders for additional plant required for next winter. 
The estimate prepared by the Committee is as follows: 
Two boilers, 3,200 ft. heating surface, £1,500; two superheaters, 
£220; two chain grate stokers, £320; steam pipes, £160; two 200- 
Kw. rotary converters, £2,000; seven 75-Kw. transformers £1,115 ; 
one high-pressure switchboard, £350 ; one low-pressure ditto, £225 ; 
cable, £100; contingencies, £275 ; total, £6,275. 


Kingston-upon-Hull.—April 24th. Pipework, pumps, 
motors, &c. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


London.—April 17th. The L. C. C. wants tenders for the 


electric lighting of Scotland Yard Fire Station. See “Official 
Notices ” April 4th. 


London.— April 22nd. The L. C. C. wants tenders for 
48 miles of extra-high-pressure three-core lead-covered рарег- 
insulated cables; 87 miles of low-pressure single ditto; and 14 
miles dry core telephone cable for the tramways. See “Offcial 


: Notices " April 4th. 


London.—April 23rd. High and low-pressure switch- 
boards at the Grove Road generating station of the Central Electric 
Supply Company. See “ Official Notices " March 28th. 


Luton.—^April 25th. Distribnting mains. See “Official 
Notices” to-day. 


Lytham.— April 26th. 300-Kw. plant for the elec- 
tricity supply and tramways station, including battery, booster, 
transformers, feeders, mains, arc lamps and posts, &c. See Official 
Notices ” to-day. 


Manchester.— April 17th. The Electricity Committee 
advertise for tenders for the supply, delivery, aud erection at their 
Dickinson Street and Bloom Street stations of the following :—- 
Specification No. 1, atmospheric exhaust pipes at Bloom Street ; 
specification No. 2, alterations and extensions to main switch- 
boards at Dickinson Street. 


Mansfield.—May 1st. Pipework, valves and tanks for 
the electricity works. See “ Official Notices " April 4th. 


Nelson, — April 28th. Rails, overhead equipment, 
pillars, cable, tramcars, &c. See “Official Notices” to-day. 


Oldham.—May 6th. Switchboards (lighting and 
traction). See ''Official Notices " this week. 


Penang.—April 28th. Boilers, condenser, pumps, pipes, 
steam dynamos and balancer booster, switchboards, batteries, cables, 
junction boxes, arc and glow lumps, posts and accessories, for the 
созе опата of George Town. Вее our “ Official Notices " March 
14th. 


Rathmines.—April 24th. 300-Kw. steam dynamo, 
switchboard and mains. See Official Notices” March 21st. 


Rotherham.—April 23rd. Rolling stock, overhead 
work, and permanent way, for Corporation electric tramways. See 
“ Official Notices” March 28th. 


Spain.—April 15th. The Spanish Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Madrid are inviting tenders until April 15th, for the 
supply of 30,000 zinc cylinders for telegraph purposes. Particulars 
may be obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Direccion 
General de Correos y Telegrafos, 10, Carretas, Madrid. 


Spain.—April 20th. The B. of T. Journal last week 
contained notice of a call for tenders to take over and work the 
electric light installation of the town of Irún, which was unsuccess- 
fully offered some months ago. Particulars at the B. of T. Offices. 


Stockport.—April 23rd. One 200-K W. engine and 


dynamo for traction purposes. See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Sudbury.— May 1st. Water-tube boiler, pipework, steam 
dynamos, boosters, batteries, switchboard, mains, station lighting, 
&c. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Swindon.—April 23rd. Feeder and distributing cables, 
conduits &c., for electric lighting. See Official Notices” April 4tb. 


Sydney.—May 7th. Messrs. Preece & Cardew, on behalf 
of the Municipal Council, invite tenders for equipment of electricity 
works and sub-stations. Water-tube boilers, three-phase steam 
alternators, battery, motor- generators, stationary transformers, 
switchboards, &c. See “Official Notices” March 21st. 


Trowbridge.—April 30th. The II. D. C. is open to 


receive applications for a lease of its electric lighting powers. 


West Hartlepool.—April 30th. 200 to 250-K w. 
engine and dynamo for the electricity works extensions. See 
“ Offcial Notices " April 4th. 


CLOSED. 


Birkenhead.—The Corporation have accepted the tender 
of the Electrical Power Storage Company, Limited, for the storage 
battery for their South End generating station. 


Darlington.—The Darlington Forge Company have 
placed with Messrs. Veritys, Limited, Manchester branch, the 
order for two 250-Kw. generators. These machines will be of 
Messrs. Veritys’ “ Aston” standard multipolar type, and will be 
arranged for coupling direct to Messrs. W. Н. Allen, Son & Com- 
pany’s steam engines, spced 350 r.p.m., pressure 220 volts. We under- 
stand that Messrs. Veritys have numerous other orders in hand for 
their Aston generators, including special dynamos for direct 


coupling to gas engines. Опе of these is to be employed for 


supplying a portion of the current to the forthcoming Exhibition at. 
Cork. 


Dewsbury.— The Electricity Committee have instructed 
the engineer to order a portable battery for testing purposes from 
Messrs. Kelvin & White, of Glasgow. 


nford.— The following tenders have been accepted by the 
U.D.C. for the twelve months ending March 31st, 1902 :— 


Meters (ordinary type) .. .. British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd, 
» (prepayment type) . Geipel & Lange. 

Demand iadicators E e .. Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Incandescent lamps, 8,16, 25, & 82 c.r. British Thomson-Houston, Co., Ltd. 

Oil .. is 328 - as .. Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd. 

Engine room stores . Willcox & Co. 

Cables, boxes, &c. . Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


Leigh.—The Tramways and Electricity Committee have 
accepted the tender of Messrs. E. Green & Son, Limited, for 
economiser, for £218. | 


Newport (Mon.).—Mr. Parshall reported to the Corpora- 
tion that the tender of the Alpons Custodis Chimney Construction 
Company, for the erection of the stack at the new power station, 
which was accepted at the last meeting, did not comply with the 
specification. Не bad asked the company to send in a revised 
tender which was £399 in excess of the first. This contained 
stipulations which the Electrical Committee have been advised not 
to accept. It has now been decided that the work shall be 
executed by Messrs. A. S. Morgan & Co., Limited. 


Stockton-on-Tees. — The British Thomson-Houston 
Company, Limited, of Rugby, have secured an order from the 
Power Gas Corporation, Limited, for three 110-xw., 220-volt gene- 
rators for direct coupling to gas engines, at 160 r.p.m., to ће used 
for the electrical operation of the above company’s works at 
Stockton-on-Tees. 


Wimbledon.—Tbhe Wimbledon Council have renewed 
their contract with the Electrical Company, Limited, for the supply 
of meters for the ensuing 12 months. Similar orders have also been 
received from several other central stations. 


Worcester.—The City Council on Tuesday accepted the 
contract of the Britieh Insulated Wire Company, for 4,850 yards of 
cable, armoured or lead-covered, with troughing and pitch-filling, 
laid direct in the ground, at a cost of £1,579. The cables will 
be paid for out of a loan of £30,450, obtained by the Corporation to 


. provide plant for equipping the new generating station which 


will supply electricity to the Worcester Tramways Company, who 
are converting a system of horse traction into electric traction, 
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Friday, April 11th.—4At 8 p.m. Electro-Harmonic Society. Smok- 
ing Concert (last of the season). 

Tuesday, April 15th. —At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers (Manchester Section’. Meeting at Owens Col- 
lege. Paper by G. E. Fletcher on “ Тһе Treatment 
and Use of Air Core Cables." 


Wednesday, April 16th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Birmingham Section). Meeting in the 
Physical Theatre of the University. 

Thursday, April 17th.—Institution of Mechanical Engineers. Anni- 
versary Dinner at the Hotel Cecil. 

At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers Dublin 
Section) Meeting at the Royal College of Science. 
Paper on Railway Blocks, Telegraphs and Acces- 
sories ; Recent Practice,” by A. T. Kinsey. 

Friday April 18th.—At 9.0 p.m. Royal Institution. The Right 
Hon. Sir Н. A. Macdonald, F.R.S., on The Autocar.” 

Saturday, April 19th.—At 3.0 p.m. National Association of Elec- 
trical Contractors (Northern Section). Meeting at the 
Exchange Station Hotel, Liverpool. 

At 130 p.m. National Association of Electrical Con- 
tractors (Northern Section). Meeting of the Execu- 
tive and Delegates of the Lccal Associations. 

Wednesday, Apri] 23rd.—At 8 p.m.  In:titution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Special meeting. Tenth ‘James Forrest“ 
lecture, by Sir William C. Roberts-Austen, on “ Metal- 
lurgy in Relation to Engireering." 


NOTES. 


Isaacson and Wife v. New Grand Theatre.—This 
case came before the King’s Bench Divisional Court on Wednesday 
on the appeal of plaintiffs from a judgment delivered at the West- 
minster County Court forthe defendants. The case was commented 
upon in our columns at the time. Their Lordships now sent the 
case back for a new trial. The Lord Chief Justice did not think 
there was sufficient evidence to enable the Westminster Judge to 
hold that the deceased man was not a workman, and that there was 
no evidence to go to the jury. Our report will appear next weck. 


Electric Light Signs.—The electric light sign, whatever 
may be said about it with an eye to its appearance and :esthetic 
value, appears to have come to stay and be very popular. The use 
of these signs сап be greatly encouraged by central stations which 
will take up the subject and investigate it with a view to the local 
conditions. The Chicago Edison Company has added a very large 
amount of sign lighting to its circuits by the use of standard types 
of signs which the company makes and rents to its customers 
complete, the rent including the use of the sign and the current 
necessary to illuminate it during certain hours. These signs take a 
large variety of forms, the standard types ranging from those 
employing five lamps to those using upward of one huudred. 
Unlike the fan motor, however, the electric sign is not a load which 
comes at the hours of light consumption, but burns straight through 
the peak of the evening load, which fact must, of course, be reckoned 
with in exploiting its use.—New York Electrical Revier, 


American Competition. — Sir Christopher Furness, 
M.P., delivered a lecture at West Hartlepool last week respecting 
his recent American tour. Sir Christopher alluded first to the 
enormous development of the American iron trade, bringing us into 
such severe competition, and to the American industrial invasion, 
the severity of which was awakening us to its consequences, slow 
though we had been to recognise its danger. Englishmen were not 
made of the stuff to be beaten upon their own ground, being deter- 
mined that the time had not arrived for the old country to shut up 
shop; and they must dirabuse Americans of the idea that they could 
capture our markets, and make New York, instead of London, the 
Clearing House of the world. Personally, he believed in the old 
country, and in its future. He regarded with serious apprehension 
the clamour for protection here, believing that free trade had given 
us our present commercial greatness. In concluding, the lecturer 
said that no one could fail to be impressed by visiting such & mighty 
and enterprising nation, with its natural resources and vast terri- 
tory, its rapid strides in the path of progress, with the energy and 
acumen of its people, pointing to a development with which 
England could scarcely hope to compete; but we could compete 
with them in energy and enterprise. Our natural resources might 
not equal those of the United States, but let it go forth that we 
had lands beyond the seas, territories vastly greater than theirs, 
and not less rich. Our highway was upon the open sea, and if we 
ко developed our Colonies as to hold them to the Fatherland as the 
compass to the pole, it was his deliberate opinion that neither from 
America, nor from any other nation, need we fear that the near 
future would add anything but greatness to our country's glorious 
past. 

Mr. W. Abraham, M P. (Mabon), who has recently been making 
investigations into labour matters in America, has delivered an im- 
portant and interestiug statement on the subject at Rhondda. His 
remarks should be well considered by trades unions and engineering 


workmen. Weare only able to give a brief abstract, and for this we 
are indebted to the 7'mes. At one time, he said, he thought that 
working with machinery could not be to the advantage of the men 
he repreeented. He returned thoroughly cured of the prejudice 
which he, with others of his class, had entertained, and would in 
future advocate, wherever possible and necessary, the use of 
machinery to produce things necessary to maintain Great Britain 
in competition with other countries. Having explained how 1,200 
tons of steel rails were produced every 24 hours iu Illinois by 
machinery without the aid of manual labour, except in directing it, 
he said that in the past, whenever an excuse was wanted in this 
country for not adopting the American plan, the prejudice of work- 
men against machinery was trotted out. The capitalists of America 
would not put up with the second best of anything, and whenever 
new plant was invented, they calculated the purchase cost to them 
and threw away machinery that would have been used in England 
for 10 or 15 years longer. It was the duty of capitalists in tbis 
country to find, first of all, the plant, and then the workers could be 
taught to regulate machinery, instead of acting like machines them- 
selves, as they had done too long. There was no sentiment in 
America, where the people believed in the radical principle tbat 
there should be no cbains of formality to tie a man down to the 
circumstances of his birth, and every man was invited to ascend, 
and valued according to his efficiency and the waves which he 
earned. The governing law of labour there, whether they liked it 
or not, was the survival of the fittest. There were strong trade 
unionists in America, and they were allowed to bargain for their 
fellow men with the capitalists as to the price of work, but no 
interference was tolerated as to the amount of work to be done. 
Every workman was as free as the birds in tke air to do all he pos- 
sibly could, and if he did more than an ordinary day's work he was 
paid a bonus as an inducement. That was the best side. But, on 
the other hand, when a workman failed, after, perhaps, long years 
of faithful service, owing to old age or anything else, he was thrust 
aside and a younger man put in his place. 


Modern Works Organisation.—Some further details 
of the system worked out by Mr. Adrian D. Jones, of the Jandus 
Arc Lamp Works, which we were unable to include with our article 
on another page, will be of interest. The essential feature of a 
limit gauge system for modern work is to ensure that not only is 
suficient accuracy obtained, but—of almost equal importance from 
the commercial point of view—that unnecessary accuracy or finish 
ів not given. The limits for a fitting or sliding part may be within 
0005 in., while, for example, an accuracy of 02 in. is ample for the 
fitting for a soft asbestos washer. In the Jandus Works every limit 
gauge is marked with the variation that tbe gauge allows; the 
workman therefore knows the degree of finish required, and by the 
avoidance of unnecessary accuracy the cost has been greatly reduced. 
Enhanced accuracy is :ecured at the essential points, and a high 
degree of finish obtained, as bad surface finish will be shown by 
limit gauges having an accuracy of witbin 001 in. Every jig or 
special tool is numbered, and a card index іп the tcol-room gives 
the numbers of the jigs, gauges, and special tools, and the sizes of 
drills or taps, &c., required for the completion of ару part; these 
can therefore be at once collected and handed to the workman in 
exchange for a “tool-room order." This order is a printed form 
requisitioning "One complete set of tools for part No. 8 
The foreman has only to fill in the man's name and the part 
number, and sign the order, for the work man to obtain every tool 
required. The tool order is filed until the tools are returned; 
these are then checked with the card index, and cutting tools 
reground, the order being cancelled and returned to the workman, 
thus releasing him from further responsibility for the tools. Similar 
methods are ured to facilitate the distribution of work. The orders 
for lamps may require delivery in a few hours or ав many montbs. 
Under the “colour system " the orders are classified as received, 
and entered on order forms of the correct colour, indicative of the 
urgency of the order. If for standard patterns, the lamps are in 
stock, and are at once adjusted, tested, packed and despatched ; 
they are at every stage accompanied by orders, and distinguished by 
labels of the same distinctive coluur. The advantage of colour 
lies in the fact that several hundreds of lamps and other apparatus 
are always on order and in course of despatch. Urgently required 
goods may at once be distinguished amongst large quantities, and 
special attention given, even the smallest order for a few carbons 
not being overlooked if required at once. The rule is that all 
orders are despatched on the day they are required, and the coloured 
labels and forms enable this to be checked with certainty. All 
parts are made for stock, and withdrawn when required to be 
assembled; on the stock falling below the minimum, a coloured 
order card is made out and sent to the works. By this means the 
manufacture and delivery of great numbers of lamps are accom- 
plished almost automatically and with the higbest degree of certainty 
that no order, however small, shall be overlooked. 


Electricity v. Oi) for Train Lighting.— The North 
British Railway Company, who own the long tunnel from Bellgrove 
to Fiunieston, Glasgow, a distance of about 4 miles, bave decided 
to abandon the use of electricity for the lighting of their railway 
carriages in the same. The system, in use for about 15 years now 
consists of a third rail carrying the current to a wheel collector on 
each carriage. No doubt wear and tear have accounted for a goud 
deal, but in its present condition the light was more often “out.” 
than "ip." "The railway company are to be congratulated upon the 
decision to abandon the present ineflicient service, but the same 
cannot be said if their intention is to go back to the older form of 
oil lighting, compared with the up-to-date illuminant, 
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The Bournemouth Appointment, — The following 
passage, which is referred to in our “ Correspondence " columns, is 
reproduced from the Lournemouth Visitors’ Directory of 5th inst :— 


A New Tramway APPOINTMENT. 


The Tramways Committee recommended that the consulting 
engineer and the borough engineer be authorised to engage Mr. 
Barber as works cngineer and tratlic manager, at a salary of £250 
per annum, subject to his producing to the committee satisfactory 
testimonials from the Corporation of Blackburn. They also 
recommended that the consulting engineers and the borough 
engineer be requested to present a report as to the staff likely to be 
required in connection with the tramways scheme, with particulars 
of duties and salaries proposed. | 

Councillor Hawkes, referring to the first recommendation, asked 
^ why the exceptional course had been adopted of not having adver- 
tised. " 

Alderman Lawson said Councillor Hawkes was at the committce 
meeting, and knew al] about it. 

Councilor Hawkes admitted he was present, but said other 
members were not. He moved that the question of the appoint- 
ment be referred back to committee, with instructions for them to 
advertise for a works engineer and traffic manager. This would 
enable them to make a possibly better selection, and, secondly, 
would do away with jobbery. Councillor Hawkes was proceeding 
to say that Mr. liarber was once in the office of the consulting 
engineers and to suggest that the appointment was due to fraternal 
relationship between the senior partner of that firm and the 
borough engineer when 

The Mayor asked him to keep to thc point and not go into 
personalities. 

Couucillor Hawkes persisted in his line of speech. 

The Mayor: I rule you out of order, going on in that strain. 

Councillor Hawkes: I was trying to show, sir, that in this 
matter we have not the protection we usually have. 

The Mayor: Yes, we have heard во. 

Councilor Hawkes: I say we have no protection even from the 
Chairman of the Tramways Committee. 
The Mayor: Stick to your point. 
the Council. | 

Councillor Hawkes: Sir, I want to know who Mr. Barber is. Не 
is а man who has to have a permanent position in this borough, 
and surely we have a right to know what are his qualifications. 

Councillor Trowbridge seconded the amendment. 

Councillor Gunning opposed, observing that if they wanted to 
make the tramway scheme a success, it would be unwise to make an 
appointment of which the consulting engineers, in whom they had 
reposed contidence, would disapprove. 

Councillor Allen said there was no other Corporation in England 
that would not advertise such a post. He did not know what was 
behind the scenes, but for goodness’ sake don't let them have any 
Bournemouth jobbery. 


You are wasting the time of 


Alderman Lawson denied that there was any jobbery in the matter. - 


The argument in favour ої the appointment lay in the statement of 
Mr. Hawkes himself that Mr. Barber was well known to the con- 
sulting engineer. That was a fact. Mr. Barber, after leaving 
Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Siilar, had gone through the very stages 
of tramway work at Blackburn that they in Bournemouth were about 
to go through, and for that reason he was just the man they wauted. 

Alderman Lane thought it was a grand thing to get a man who 
had had special experience elsewhere. 

On a division, Councillor Hawkes’s amendment was lost, and the 
report adopted. 


More Nonsense.—This time the Prople’s Hirni, has 
rushed in upon the sacred ground, and perpetrates the following 
valuable fragment of science:—''Perhaps the greatest of all 
mysteries to the uninitiated about telegraphy is the fact that 
when & wire is broken or damaged, say, between Glasgow and 
Aberdeen, or between England and Ireland, the operator in his 
room can tel «xactly where the accident bas occurred. The 
explanation, however, is very simple. It 1eyuires force to send 
electricity through a wire, just as it does to pump water through a 
hose. The longer tbe wire is, the greater is the force required. 
This force is measured, but instead of calling it pounds, as in 
measuring the pressure in a boiler, electricians call the unit of elec- 
trical force ohms.“ Suppose a wire between two oflices ів 
150 miles loog, and that on a stormy night it gets broken some- 
where. The telecraphist knows that when the wire was sound it 
took just 2,000 obms to send a current through, or 14 ohms per 
mile. He now tinds that he can send acurrent with only 700 ohms. 
He divides 700 by 14, and finds that the break in the wire is 
50'mile- from his end. When the wire is under the sea a curicus 
thing happens. The electricity decomposes the sea salt, and a new 
salt is formed on the broken ends of the wire, and until that is 
cleared away by what is called a zinc current acting for 10 or 12 
hours, no measurement can be made.” Unfortunately, daily journals 
that ought to know better have accepted this, and reproauced it 
quite seriously. We want a technical press censor. 


Repayment of Loans.—The House of Commons Select 
Committee, which was recently appointed “to inquire and report as 
tothe statutory and other conditions limiting the periods for the 
repayment of loans raised by local authorities, whether any relaxa- 
tion of such conditions is desirable, and whether uniformity of 
practice can be secured," sat on Tucsc ay for the first time to take 
evidence. Mr. Kershaw, one of the assistant secretaries to tLe 
Local Gcvernn ent Board, was the first witness, and the Committee 
adjourned until to-day. 


Personal,—The 1901 Exhibition of Glasgow is now 
almost a thing of the past, but it was brought back vividly to 
memory on Tuesday, April lst, by the presentation from the 
electrical and allied manufacturers and contractors of a gold watch 
and illuminated address to Mr. J. C. A. Ward, who so ably super- 
intended the electrical installation at the Exhibition. The presenta- 
tion was made after a very successful dinner, which was held in 
Edinburgh. Mr. W. A. Chamen occupied the chair, whilst 
Mr. Pickstone, of Mestre. D. Bruce Peebles & Co., made the 
presentation on behalf of the contractors. 

Mr. James Swinburne has entered into partnership with Mr. 
W. R. Cooper and Mr. G. Н. Baillie, who, in future, will be asso- 
ciated with him in his practice as consulting engineer. 

Mr. Hooley, Controller of Postal Stores, who succeeded Mr. 
C. E. Stuart as Controller of Telegraph Stores, will henceforth have 
charge of the combined departments. The Standard says tbat Sir 
George Murray, Secretary to the Post Office, is introducing many 
administrative reforms within the department. His aim is to 
reduce the nomber of small sections, and as far as possible to 
minimise the number of scales of pay with which the postal 
estimates are encumbered. The amalgamation of the two stores 
departments bas abolished a controllership worth £900 per annum, 
while raising the maximum of another post by £200. It is under- 
stood that the telegraph factories at Mount Pleasant and Holloway 
will be placed under the recently appointed cngineer-in-chief, 
Mr. John Gavey. 

Among the list of new members elected at the Royal Institution 
on Monday, we observe the name of Mr. W. E. L. Gaine. 

Mr. J. C. Evans, of the Eastern Telegraph Company's 
staff, was lately the chief guest at a pleasant gathering of bis friends 
in Cape Town on the occasion of his departure therefrom on leave 
of absence to visit his native country. Mr. Tom Howard presided, 
and in the course of the evening presented Mr. Evans with a 
handsomely-fitted travelling bag, which had been subscribed for by 
his friends. Lieut. Arnold Gray, on behalf of the Cambrian 
Society, of Johannesburg, wished Mr. Evans bon voyoye. 

Mr. D. Ellison, assistant surveyor under the West Bromwich Cor- 
poration, bas been appointed assistant engineer to carry out the 
duties of clerk of works during the reconstruction and electrical 
equipment of the tramways in the borough, the salary being £200 
per annum. | 

Mr. Henry Bland, of the firm of Bland Bros., electrical engineers, 
of Newcastl:-on-Tyne, President of the Northern Section of the 
National Electrical Contractors' Asscciation, and a vice-president of 
the National Association, bas just returned to business after under- 
going a successful operation for an internal complaint, at St. Peter's 
Hospital, London. 

It is reported from New York that the various scientific organisa- 
tions of America have arranged to pay to Lord Kelvin one of the 
greatest tributes of its kind ever accorded there to a man of science. 
Columbia University, the American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers, the National Academy of Sciences, and all the leading 
physical societies, have combined to organise the reception to Lord 
Kelvin on his arrival at New York on April 21st. 


Birkenhead Tenders.—At the monthly meeting of the 
Birkenhead Town Council, Mr. J. Edwards asked the chairman of 
the Elcctric Lighting Committee if he could give him any idea of 
the total cost of the tenders which had been accepted by the com- 
mittce, the amounts of which were not stated in the minutes. Mr. 
J. H. McGaul said that he could give the amount to Mr. Edwards 
privately, but that there were requests in the tenders that thc 
amounts should not be made public. That was why the Electricity 
Committee and other committees did not publish the prices given 
in the tenders. 


Navy Boilers,—4A “Special” to the Pull Mall Gazette 
fays that “letters from the Mediterranean announce that several of 
the Belleville boilered chips in our fleet there bave given a great 
deal cf trouble, and it is rumoured that the battleship Canopus, 
which shortly completes her maiden commission, will be sent home 
to undergo extensive boiler repairs. Another instance of the short 


life of the Belleville is furnished by the cruiser Arrcyant, which, in 


consequence of the trcuble given by her boilers, is to be removed 
from the Channel Squadron. It is not unlikely that her Bellevilles 
will be removed.” 


Niagara Falls.— On the afterncon of Morday, March 
24tb, ground was broken for a new power development on the 
Canadian side at Niagara Falls. ‘The development contemplated 
is that provided for by the franchise of the Ontario Power 
Cowpany, ard the first sod was turned in Victoria Park, 
close by the Horseshoe Fall. Under this company's plan of 
development water will be taken from the Welland River 
from a pcint in the village of Chippewa, and conveyed 
through ьп open canal avd conduits to the high bank near 
Table Rock House, from which poiut conduits will carry it to a 
power house to be erected in the gorge at the foot of the Horseshoc 
Fal. It 18 stated by the company that the initial development 
will be 125,000 н.р. Under the present plans the first section of 
the power station will bave an output capacity of 62,500 пр. 1618 
the company’s hope to have power ready for consumers in 15 
months, but it will require a vast amount of bard work to accom- 
plish this Тһе understanding is that the company had to pay 
а large sum of money to the Commissioners of Victoria Park before 
they were allowed to break ground, the Commissioners not desiring 
to treat the Ontario Power Company otherwise than the Canadian . 
Niagara Power Company, whose mammoth development is now 
well under way. 
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Nernst Street Lamps in America.—We understand 
from the Electrical World of New York that the Union Electric 
Light and Power Company, whose plant is located in the town of 
Farmington, Conn., is probably the first in the United States to 
adopt Nernst lamps exclusively for street lighting. Unionvillc, 
the headquarters of this company, is a villaye in the town of 
Farmington, near the Farmington Hiver, and about 10 miles 
from the main business section of Hartford. A few months 
ago the Union Electric Light and Power Company began 
the operation of au entirely new plant, and provided an extended 
system of public lighting with Nernst lamps. “ АЦ energy is dis- 
tributed from the station at the constant pressure of about 2,4C0 
volts, and is subsequently transformed te 224 or 112 volts constant 
pressure for street lighting and commercial servicc. For house 
lighting the 112-volt pressure is mostly used, but on business 
premises and for street lamps 224-volt lines are employed. Both 
street and commercial lighting are done from tbe same transformers 
and circuits, but an independent return is provided for street 
lamps, so that they may be shut off independently of the commercial 
service. These indcpendent return wires for the street lamps make 
it also possible to shut off all of those lamps connected to each trans- 
former at a single point, instead of going to each individual lamp. 
Nernst lamps to the number of 134 are now in use on this system 
for street lighting in the village and borough above named. Of 
thes» lamps, 120 have опе glower each, and each consumes approxi- 
mately 88 watts at 224 volts. The remaining 14 lamps are of the 
six-glower р na cach requires about 528 watts at 224 volts. 
These street ps are supplied from 12 transformers, located at 
different points about the town, and arc connected to the same cir- 
cuits tbat are used for commercial service. The greatest: length of 
any 224-volt circuit supplying street lamps is u little less than one- 
half mile from its transformer. Evidently this plant at Unionville 
is in a position to test the practical value of Nernst lamps for street 
lighting on a considerable scale, and the results of its experience 
should be of especial interest to managers of central stations.” 


Glasgow Technical College.—Onc of the late Mr. 
Dick's, of gutta-percha fame, benefactions was to leave £25,000 to 
the building fund of the new Colleye. 


Electric Motor Vehicle Trials.— IT be trials of electric 
motor vehicles, organised under the auspices of the Automobile 
Club, аге to be held in July next. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Manchester 
Seetion).—A meeting was held at Owens College last Tuesday, and a 
paper read by Mr. A. R. Bellamy on Large Gas Engines for Driving 
Electric Generators.” 


Appointments Vacant.—A mechanical engineer is 
wanted for the Pinkston power station at Glasgow at £250. See 
" Official Notices." 


London Underground Railways. — The Times of 


yesterday has an article announcing the formation of the Under- - 


ground Electric Railways Company of London, with £5,000,000 
capital, to electrify the District Railway and build and work four 
other underground lines. 


The Pacitie Cable.— It is reported in the Press that the 
Pacific cable has now reached Fiji. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


— BEIGE. . 


Ок Wednesday, April 2nd, the staff of the Croydon electricity 
works, gave а valedictory dinner to Mr. Т. Н. MINSHALL, on the 
occasion of his resigning the appointment of borough electrical 
engineer. Mr. W. JENSEN, the deputy borough electrical engineer, 
was chairman; there were also three members of the Electricity - 
Committee present as visitors, and in spite of the solemnity of the 
function a pleasant evening was spent, 4 musical programme being 
provided by the members of the staff. | 

Mr. JohN Ковектх, borough electrical engineer at Durban, was 
married at Johannesburg, on March 27th, to Kate Dagmar, youngest 
daughter of Mr. Н. C. Bunkell, of Burnes, Surrey. 

The Middlesbrough Electric Lighting Comnittec last week 
appointed Mr. Н. M. TAvron, of the British Westinghouse Company, 
London, electrical engineer to the Corporation, at £250 per annum. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Improved Electric Glow Lamp Company, Limited.—Parti- 
culars of registered mortgages and charges. Date of debenture, July 18th, 
1901. Amount secured, £4,000. Property charged :—The undertaking and pro- 
perty of the company, present and future, including uncalled capital. Trustees, 
F. W. Nash and F. J. Hughes. 

Nori. — Former mortgage debentnre. for £4,000 (dated March 7th,7 1901, 
ал Пед in full on July 16th, 1901. 


Sonthport Tramways Company, Limited. —L'articulars of 
registered mortgages and charges. Date of creation, Mareh 12th, 1902. ‘Total 
inount secured, 45,000. Property charged :—The company's undertaking and 
property, peent and tuture, including uncalled capital. Trustees, J. Hesketh 
aud 8, B. Murray, Date of registration, March 15th, 1002, 


 Balaries and wages incurred 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


THE growth of the Liverpool undertaking is 


Liverpool phenomenal, and we arc not surprised to be 
Corporation told that it is intended to seek for further 
Electricity generating works sites outside the city, from 
Accounts. which the transmission will probably be high 


pressure alternatiug with converting stations. 
Thc development is indicated by the following figures :— 


From From Froni "ydp шшр; account. 


Year, private public traction. Sales and ages aud = Pront. 
supply. lighting. repairs. material. 

1898 +£50,809 22,631 £437 £21,818 £18,954 42,864 

1899 459,713 41,925 £7,862 £19,501 £17,432 £2,069 

1900 £72,056 £1,764 £30,597 423,219 £20,674 £2,545 

1901 £91,311 £1,907 468,913 £23,962 £20,621 £3,341 


The position at the end of last year is shown by the next 
statement. 
| GENERAL STATEMENT. 
1900. 1901. Inc. 
. £1,048,559 £1,187,622 £139,063 
. . 11,564,335 20,018,142 8,153,807 


Total capital expenditure 
Number of units sold 


No. of lamps connected ... 298,990 869,518 60,528 
Maximum load in кж. 6,352 9.481 3,079 
Gross revenue .. .. . . £109,770 £170,785 £61,015 
Gross expenditure... £60,292 885,101 £24,512 
Gross profit iin We s.. 449,78 585,651 236 203 
Average price per unit sold 2˙166d. 19484. — 223d. 


. The units sold aggregated 20,018,142, of which 6,006,685 
weie sold to private consumers, 228,949 to public lamps, and 
13,782,508 for traction. The public lamps numbered 156, 
equivalent to 1,231 16-o.». Тһе plant installed amounted to 
19,610 kw. The prices charged were, for private lighting, 4d.; for 
public lighting, 2d.; for power, 2d. and 14d.; and for traction, 
1724. per unit. With an average of just over 2d. per unit sold, the 
revenuc reached nearly £171,000, and yielded a gross profit of over 
£85,000. Liverpool is, and has been for some years, one of tbe 
most important undertakings in the country, and these figures sup- 
port its claim to be one of the most efficiently managed. 


REVENUE STATEMENT. 


1900. 1901. 
Gross  Perunit. Gross. Perunit. Ino. 
4 8 
.. 104,373 2166d. 169,049 1943d. — 223d. 


Sal 1 ee ee 
e of energy | 2,029 042d. 2,439 029d. — 013d. 


Meter rents 


Sale of fittings, dc., profit . ent 
on manulacturing account; 2.545 053d. 8,841 040d. — 013d. 
Sundry receipts, rents, &с. . 823 °017d. 


2,956 035d. 4 018d. 


—— — — —— 


The costs show reductions in each item. "The works costs have 
been brought down by nearly '15d., and the total cost by almost 
4d., and the latter now stand at ju-t over 1d. per unit, of which coal 
represents very nearly half. In this item the most marked change 
appears, as the figure has been reduced by one-sixth. It will be 
interestiug to see what further economies Mr. A. Bromley Holmes, 
the city electrical engineer, will be able to effect. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


1900. 1901. 
Gross. Per unit, Grose. Per unit. Ino. 


£28,944 `6014. £41,600 *499d. —'102d. 
3,172 ‘066d. 5,295 0644. — 002d. 


9,173 '190d. 14,635 •1754. — 015d. 
0704, — 028d. 


808d. — 147d. 
„087d. — 052d. 


Coal (and unloading same) 
Oil, waste, water, and engine } 
room stores. 


in generation and distri- | 
bution. j 

Repairs and maintenance of 
engine, boilers, dynamos, 
buildings, &c. | 


Works costs eos 


Rent, rates and tares oe 

Management expenses, 
salaries of managing 
engineer, secretary, 
clerks, &., management 
of Corporation stock, and 
auditor's feos. 

General establishment 
charges, stationery and 
printing, law charges and | 
insurance. 

Other expenses: Repairs of | 
property, certification of 
meters, and stamp duty. 


Total costs Sas 


4,704 098d. 5,865 


£45,993 955d. 
6,707 1394. 


£67,395 
7,258 


5,836 ‘121d. 8,756 *105d. — 016d. 


1,296 Od. 1,439 017d. — 0104. 


'0084. Eg 000d. 
400, 292 172514. £85,104 1*090d. — 231d. 


460 „009d. 256 
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The gross profit amounted last year to £65,681. Of this sum, 
£61,595 was required for financial charges, leaviug £24,086 as net 
profit. This was allocated to the local rate and the renewal fund, 
with a contribution to a reserve fund. 


Prorir STATEMENT. 


1f00. 1901. 
Interest on loans .. .. .. .. we £26,148 £37,195 
Sinking fund for repayments 17,833 24,400 
Net profit carried to City fund .. 2,000 7,983 
s - renewal fund Vs 3,197 6,503 
4 е. reserve fund cg — 10,000 
Gross profit ... i$ .. £49,478 £85,681 


— NA! 


CITY NOTES. 


South London Electric Supply Corporation. 


THE ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of this corpora- 
tion was held on Tuesday at the offices, Bengeworth Road, Lough- 
borough Junction, S.E., Mr. George Ellis, J.P., presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said he was 
glad to be able to state that the progress and prospects of the com- 
pany to-day were quite as satisfactory as he anticipated they would 
be when they metlast year. During 1901 they increased the number 
of lamps on circuit by 30 per cent., and further applications were 
coming in slowly but steadily. Of course, the directors would have 
been glad if the shareholders could have received a dividend upon 
their investment. That could not be done that year, but the 
directors trusted that it would be the case before long. It must be 
remembered that up to the end of the account which was now 
presented, the station had only been at work for about two years, 
and, so far as he knew, there was no precedent of an electric lighting 
company paying a dividend within two years of its getting to work. 
Even the companies which stood as the most successful ones to-day, 
paying the highest dividends, and quoted at thc highest prices, had 
to go through an unproductive period of considerably longer than 
that. But he was glad to say they had commenced making a 
profit on their workicg.. As would be seen from the accounts, 
there was a credit balance of £1,691, as against a debit 
balance of £889 14s. last year, showing an improved result to 
the extent of £2,733 13s. The increase over the previous 
year would have appeared even greater if in that year they had not 
had the London Electric Supply Company as what one might term 
8n abnormal customer, paying them £3,719 for current which itey 
had had to buy from them while their own station was being re- 
constructed. This year the company was working at greatly less 
cost for coal with a much larger number of customers, owing to the 
saving consequent upon the economising and condensing plant 
which only got to work at the end of last year. They would be 
glad to know that while for the first 11 weeks of last year the coal 
bill was £2,149, this year for the same period it was only £1,132, or 
very little more than half. The company’s appeal against the 
assessmeut of the works had been very successful, a reduction of 
45 per cent. being obtained. They had had, however, to engage 
expert assistance at a cost of £262 10s. Law expenses, which 
might appear high, he should explain had been almost whclly. 
made up of fines paid for smoke summonses and advocates’ fecs on 
the hearing of them. The persecution they were subjected to in 
that matter was so serious that they took a test case to the 
Divisional Court, in respect of a tine imposed by the magistrate for 
black smoke alleged to have come from the chimney at a particular 
time when the board was meeting in that room. They were 
watchiug the chimney at the hour named in the summons, and 
knew that there was no black smoke. But the magistrate would 
not believe them, and fined the company on the evidence of men 
paid by the Borough Council to watch the works and get aconviction, 
and the Lord Chief q ust ice said the magistrate’s tinding was couclusive. 
He was glad to say, however, that the fight they made scumed to 
have caused the Borough Council to be chary about issuing further 
summonses. At the foot of the revenue account was an item which 
apparently needed some explanation. When the dust destructor 
was shut down after tle magistrate's deci-ion, certain plant on 
order for use in it became unnecessary, and they considered them- 
selves fortunate in arranging to cancel the contract for a cash pay- 
ment of about £150. It seemed to them that the item would be 
properly chargeable to the capital account, but their auditors 
thought otherwise, and therefore it was debited to revenue. In 
estimating the results already achieved, it must coutinually be 
borne in mind that the undertaking 80 far had been hcavily handi- 
capped by the provision of a generating station very much in excess 
of present requirements; but not only would they reap the advan- 
. tage of that in the future, when they would be able to satisfy the 
demands of a greatly increased number of customers without further 
capital outlay, but they were going to see the benetit of it at once, 
asif they had not had that large station and plant they could not 
have taken up the very satisfactory contract they had recently 

arranged with the L.C. By that they were to supply for a 
period the power for workiny the machinery erected by the I.. G. C. 
on their land to drive the electric tramways, now in course of con- 
struction in South London. They had made it an essential 
feature of their negotiations with the L.C.C. that under 


no circumstances would they incur any capital expense at all in 
meeting their demands. The whole of that, therefore, was thrown 
upon them, and all the company had to do waa to supply the steam 
power from their existing station, and they expected that all the 
steam-power they could possibly spare from their lighting business 
would thus be profitably utilised for some years to come. In the 
absence of accurate data, it would be undesirable for him to nume 
any probable figure as to the profit they were likely to make from 
the contract, but they might take it that the profit would be con- 
siderable, and he thought it would be larger than any of them 
would suppose. The further advantage of that arrangement would 
be that it would yield them & good income while they were doing 
their best to build up the ordinary business of the company ; so 
that when that source of profit ceased they should have a large and 
sound lighting business to fall back upon. A subject which engaged 
ihe attention of the board at every mceting was the best means for 
increasing the number of customers and the number of lamps. All 
kinds of methods for that purpose had been tried, by means of 
advertising, canvassers, &c., but none of them had resulted ia 
increasing the number of lamps by more than about 1,200 per 
month, which appeared to be about the normal rate of increasc 
expected. In that district they had, of course, to. contend with 
very serious competition, the South Metropolitan Gas Company, 
which supplied good gas at a lower rate than any other in the 
metropolis, and although they were quitc sure that customers who 
changed from gas to the electric light would be satistied with 
the result, it was difficult to convince them of that in 
advance, or to get them to look at anything else but 
the actual difference in cost. No effort of the board would be 
spared in increasing the number of lamps connected. The com- 
mittee of shareholders appointed by special meeting held last year, 
for considering the proposed addition to their area of supply, werc 
good enough also to consider the general position of the company, 
and to confer with them thereon. Several suggestions were madc, 
one being for the provision of a day-load plant, so as to save run- 
ning the large engines in the daytime. That would doubtless save 
some coal at present, but he thought they would svon outgrow the 
possibilities of that day-load plant, and then the capital sunk in it 
would be practically lost. It was also suggested that they might in 
the summer months buy their current from a neighbouring company, 
and so avoid running their station at а loss, which it was inevitable 
they must do during the summer, but that would involve discharg- 
ing their men and staff, and they would not have any control over 
the supply, and yet, would be fully responsible for the consequences 
of any breakdown or inefficiency. As regarded the proposed addi- 
tion to the area of supply, the committee of shareholdere were of 
opinion that it was not desirable to take that up. The hostility 
which the local authorities had shown to the corporation from its 
outset had been a great obstacle in the way of the company’s pro- 
gress, and they had done their best to remove it. Before concluding, 
he would like to call their attention to & report he had received 
from the engineer, dealing with the quarter of the year which had 
just passed, January 1st to March 31st last, which gave tbe unite and 
costs for the three months. In 1901they generated 387,926 units, 
while this year, for the same period, they generated 423,238 
units, or an increase of 35,000. Dealing with the costs, 
salaries for 1901 were £146, against £135 this year, 
wages £341, as against £318, the cost of coal was £2,434, against 
£1,464—not much more than half—stores £386 last year, against 
£159 this year; water £63, against £32, and repairs £240, as against 
£168, making a saving on the three months, ss compared with last 
year, of £1,333. | 

Captain E. J. Bax seconded the motion, and the report was 
adopted. А 

Considerable discussion ensued as to the election of а di есіог to 
take the place of Mr. W. W. Phipps, who, although eligible, stated 
that he did not seek re-election, but wished to retire in favour of 
Mr. Atherton. 

On the motion for the election of Mr. Atherton being put to the 
vete, the resolution was defeated, and accordingly a poll wus 
demanded on behalf of that gentleman, which will take place next 
Tuesday. 

This terminated the proceedings. 


Babcock & Wilcox Company. 


THE report for the year 1901, to be submitted at the general meeting 
on April 15th, states that the net protit, after deducting deprecia- 
tion on plant, &c., amounts to £157,207. To this has to be added 
the balance brought forward from last account of £15,679, making a 
total of £172,946.  Atter deducting the interim dividends paid 
October 1st last on the ordinary shares at the rate of 6 per cent., 
and on the preference shares, amounting to £34,800, there remains 
a net balance of £138,146. From this the directors recommend the 
payment of a dividend at the rate of 9 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares for the December half-year; placing to the reserve fund 
£45,000, and to the dividend equalisation fund £25,000, leaving a 
balance to be carried forward of £17,446. 


— ee 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Applications have been 
made to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to 
grant a quotation to the I;lectric Lighting and Traction Company 
of Australia, Limited, £75,000 5 per cent. debenture stock; and a 
further issue of 10,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of 
£5 each, fully paid, Nos. 20,001 to 30,006. The Committee has 
appointed special! settling day as under:—Wednesday, April 16th, 
City of Londou Electric Lighting Company, Limited, further issuc 
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of £100,000 44 per cent. second debenture stock (redeemable); 
Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Limited, 28,141 5 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £5 each, £2 10s. paid, 
Nos. 110,101 to 138,241, and has ordered same to be quoted 
officially. 


Marconi's 
Times says that a statement bas been issued to the effect that a 
contract has been signed by this company for the sale of 
its United States rights and patents to an American company 
with a capital of 6,150,000 dollars. The parent company receives 
for its rights and patents £20,000 in casb, and shares in the American 
company which represent a controlling interest. The English com- 
pany also receives a further sum in cash for its stations already 
erected inthe United States. The Canadian Government has 
executed a contract under which it undertakes (inter alia) to pay a 
subsidy of £16,000 for tlie erection of а Marconi station on the 
coast of Canada for the transmission of wireless telegraph messages 
to England. The station will be worked by the Marconi Company, 
which will also receive all the receipts from messages. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Company.— The directors 
have resolved, after placing £6,000 to the credit of the renewal 
fund, to declare an interim dividend for the quarter ending March 
31st, 1902, of 12s. 6d. per cent. on the ordinary stock, and £1 5s. 
per cent. on the preferred stock, less income-tax. 


Oriental Telephone and Electric Company.—The 
directors recommend, subject to final audit, a further dividend of 
34 per cent., free of income-tax, making, with the interim dividend 
paid on October 31st last, a total of 6 per cent. for the year ended 
December 31st, 1901. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending April 
ith were £987; corresponding week last year, £702; increase, £255. "Total 
to date, £8,708; oorresponding period t year, 46, 94; increase, £1,765. 
Miles of track open, 105. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—Tbe receipts for the week ending 
April bth were 4718; corresponding week last year, £951; increase, 
£334. Total receipts to date, £3,069; corresponding period last year, £2,268 ; 


increase, £80]. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The ke for the week ending 
April 2h nce £5,467; oorresponding period last year 41,027; іп. 
crease, 41, 110. 


Central London ee receipts for the week ending April 5th were 
£6,635; corresponding week last yeur, £5,5ti; increase, 4981. Total 
receipte to date, £92,475; corresponding period last year, £84,889; in- 

, crease, £7,586. Miles open, 6. 


City and Routh London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
April 6th were £2,862; corresponding week !as$ year, £1,800; increase, 
£1,062. Total receipts to date (11 weeks), 241,802; corresponding period last 
year, £28,287; increase, £18,565. Miles open, 61; last year, 43. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending March 28th :— 


і 
1 


. ! 

, Comparison 

with corres- 
Amount ponding week 


Aggregate. 


Company. à A DN S 2 
i + y | А & i + i 
| | £ £ £ | £ 
ETE 2 — — Mie ti ane — — — | — -- 
| 

Devonport... — 3 — | | 14 | 1,736 | = = 
Dudley- Stourbridge ‚ 671 | 166 | — | 121 7.631 | 1,481 — 
Gateshead’ .. " 644. — -- 12] 7.751 — — 
Сгеепоск-Рё. Glasgow 891 241 — 121 4.525 2,444 — 
Hartlepool... К 229 57 -- 121 2,133 — 
Kidderminster .. 103 14 — ' Wl 1,123 | 115 — 
Merthyr* ix . 220 — — 121 | 581 e = 
Middleton e0 190 | — — : days 120 — —- 
Oldham- Ashton .. 525 66 — 124 5,647 42 = 

Poo: .. .. .. 2983838 | — 1 2.280 — - 
Potteries T" .. 1,450 143 = 12 16,709 653 — 
Southport — .. = 198 104 -- 12 1,621 352 - 
South Stattordshire! 718 | 69 | — 12 8.733 518 — 
Swansea Р m 473 121 — iz 4.963 — 491 — 
Taunton’ e 68 — 0.4 — 12 645 — — 
Tynemouth; .. s 230 71 — n 2,209 84 — 
Wolverhampton Dist. 141 94 — 124 1,524 966 — 


жар ee — ee Es: Se ee a Be € — 


Not in operation last year. t Partly steam. 
Comparison from March 18tb only. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. — The receipts for the week ending April 
5th were £249 13s. 10d.; corresponding week last year, £221 7s. 2d.; in- 
crease, £28 68. ва. Total to dave, £2,:35 148. 104d.: corresponding period 
last year, £2,219 12s. 24d.; increase, £216 2s. kd. Miles of track open, B. 
Car miles run, 1002, 5,283; 1901, 5,114. Number of сагв, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.— The receipta for the week ending \pril 
ith were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., 49,815 53. 7d. ; D. S. D. Co. 442 5s. ud. ; 
total, £4,757 11s. Ad.; corresponding week last year— D.U.1. Co., £3,205 
163 31.; D.8.D. Co., £711 128. 6d.; total, £8,920 43.9.1.; increase, £637 2s. 7d. ; 
aggregate to date, £54,639 188. Id.: last year, 4 50.852 128. Od.; increase, 
43,787 63. Id. Mileage worked 46. (Easter week, 1902.) 


Glasgow Tramways.— For week ending April 5th, 1902, £11,532 ils. 2d., com- 
pared with £4,547 Cs. 11d. for the corresponding week last year. Aggregate 
bince Jure Ist, 1901, €519.574 16s. 9d., compared with £401,012 75. 8d. for 
same period in previous financial year. 


Liv .rpool Overhead Railway. — The receipts for the week ending April 
6th were £1,620; corresponding week last year, £1,007; increase, 413. 
Total to date £19,489; corresponding period last year, £20,813; decrease, 
£1,324. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains. 


Wireless Telegraph Company. — Тһе 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. © 
EVERYONE is on the tiptoe of expectation, awaiting the Budget. 
When it appears, the course of markets may be materially altered, 
although its broader details have been long guessed. With 
the shape that the new borrowing may take the electrical 
markets are chiefly concerned, since their eyes wait upon Consols, 
and if anything in the Stock Exchange be affected, it will be 
the Funds. And so,as we write, the markets mark time in stolid 
anticipation. Changes in price are few, and what there are do not 
amount to anything particular. The principal rise is one of 103. in 
British Electric Traction shares, and the heaviest fall is one of 2 per 
cent. in Anglo-American Telegraph Preferred stock. 

In the electricity supply market dulness is apparent іо the shares 
of the metropolitan undertakings.  Citys, Countys, and Metro- 
politan Electrics are all easier, although the only quotable changes 
are declines of 4 in the two last-named. We asked in the market 
if the London County Councils Bil were the reason Yor the 
weakness, but the jobbers didn't seem to know. On the other 
hand, South Londons have advanced 58. on some knowing buying, 
and without being allowed to state the reason for the faith that is 
іп us, we may strongly advise holders not to be tempted to part 
with their shares yet awhile. The proprietors, as lawyers’ advertisc- 
ments have it, may hear sumetbing to their advantage before long, 
unless the prescnt negotiations fallthrough. Despite the quietudc 
of the share market, the demand for Debentures continues unabated, 
and the silver-edged securities are now being sought, gilt-edged 
Electrics being at famine prices. Blackheath and Greenwich 
44 per cent. Debenture certificates have improved to 102, thus 
recovering the recently-deducted dividend, while City of London 
Second Debentures are up 1 per cent. 

Somewhat similar investment inquiries have helped to advance 
Central London Ordinary stock this week, the line maintaininy its 
excellent traffics despite the weekly stoppages on the “Taube.” 
This stock has the first claim to a rise in value, but it may not be 
amiss to reiterate our suggestions as to the cheapness of the Pre- 
ferred Ordinary. Waterloo and City Ordinary isa point easier in 
sympathy with the depression in London and South-Weatera Rail- 
way stocks. London and Brighton “А” is a dull market, und 
some pretend to fear what the rumoured “ mono-rail" will be able 
to do in the way of competition. Metropolitan District has been 
clique-supported, and is up to 323, but Metropolitan Consolidated 
at 73 is rather easier on the week. 

British Electric Traction Ordinary shares havc come into favour, 
and, ag already noted, mark a rise ої 10s., the buying being induced 
by the fall that has lately taken place in the quotation. London 
United Tramway issues are the turn off, and we understand that 
the special settlement in the new Preference shares and Debenture 
stock will probably be fixed for the end of next week. Barcelona 
Trams are 8, Calcutta 134, and Cape Electrics 21. Anglo-Argentine 
are easicr at 4 оп the disappointing character of the report; the 
6 per cent. Debenture stock is steady at 1254. New General 
Traction Ordinary are 3, and the Preference 45. Westinghouse 
Ordinary are changing hands between 6 and 64, and at 5j the 
Preference are about a sixteenth lower. Business was done at 121 
in Dubiin United early in the week, and at 3 in Brisbane Electric 
Tramways Investment Ordinary shares. | 

Anglo-American Telegraph descriptions are distinctly flat upon 
the declaration of a quarterly dividend upon the Preferred stock 
at the rate of only 5 per cent. per annum instead of the 6 to 
which the stock is entitled. The poor result is due, no doubt, to 
the stagnation which has prevailed in Yankees during the past 
three months, and coming on top of news anent a Canadian subsidy 
to Signor Marconi, it nearly demoralised the market. Of course, it 
does not necessarily follow that because the full interest is not paid 
for the first quarter of the year that it will not be made up in the 
coming months; the whole matter virtually hinges upon what will 
be done in American Rails durinz thc period. Eastern Telegraph 
3) per cent. Preference, in receding a point, challenges attention as 
a sound investment, yielding at the present price exactly 4 per cent. 
on the money spent. West African Telegraph £10 shares, fully 
paid, are > middle. The last dividend paid on them was in June, 
1896, when Єх. per share went to the proprietors. With the cheery 
news from the Wassan mine this week, the Jungle market may 
take a turn for the better, and West African Telegraph shares at 
£2 are a better gamble than most of the mining shares hailing from 
the Gold Coast. Marconis are about 35. 

Brush Electrical Preference are receiving renewed support, on 
what grounds it is difficult to see in face of the report. The market, 
too, tells of buyers of the Ordinary at about 15s., British Insulatcd 
Wire are down 4 to 10, and Telegraph Constructions have lost £1. 
The miscellaneous market, as a whole, is disposed to be somewhat 
easier, but there are buyers at 5: of Callender's Preference. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. —TELEGRAFH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES, 


— us ——— CQ 


| Business done 


Closing Closing during 
or ividends for ; ; 
— im mbare) she lant three yours, | s tis 
ire. | 1900. | 19. ^ (Highest, | Lowest. 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4% Debs. T „өө oe | 100 | ... 18 . | 99 —103 99 —103 e 
95, 000 | Amazon Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 . e| 10| . 34— 44 34— 44 
119 ‚7001 Amason Telegraph 5 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. .. | 100 | ... as — | 70 — 80 70 — 80 
804,720 Anglo-American ph ... — - - Stock 73/6 | 33 618. | 46 — 49 45 — 48 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6 Y Pret. - e Stock 6 9516 6 % | 90 — 92 83 — 91 911 893 
8,097,640 Do. . do. Deferred ... ove Stock fl 7s. | 5s 28 7i— 72 64— 7 7 
44,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 ... T" sae iv 5 | 4 жу “ИШ 5 34— 4 34— 4 
13,333 3008 Commercial Cable $100 | 8 95 150 —160 xd|150 —160 xd| ... * 
1.741, 0297 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 V Deb. Stock Red. Stock sii . | 94 — 96 xd| 94 — 96xd| 95 94 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph eee eee coe oes eee eee 10 7 % eee 4 — 54 44 — 54 eee 
6,000 Do. 10 y 4 Pref. LII one ee see ee 10 | eee 13 — 14 13 — 14 
12,9391 | Direct Spanish Telegraph ... see ee e Д 5 4 1 3 — 4х1 3 — 4 А 
6,000 Do. do 10 Саш. Pref. eee 000 ee 5 eee eee eee 8 — 94 8 — 9 . 
80,0007 Do. do. Debs. is " 0 "M Lee: .. | 98 —102 | 98 —102 %| ... 
60,7107} Direct United States Oab 33% | 34% | ... 94— 104xd| 94— 104 gis 


le ... 
е West India Cable, 4j: % Reg. Deb, ees hd 
Nos. 1 to 1, 200, Red. 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Stock T - 


[Ir TIT ees 99 —102 99 —102 see 


1,930,807 Do. 3i Pref. Btock eee ove eee eee see 85 TET 88 84 — 87 86 841 
1,432,268: Do. Mork. Deb. Stock Red. s. - - .. |105 —109 |105 —103 | 107 | 1053 
000 ио, анамы, and China Telegraph ... 7917 Bl ... | 1245— 134 | 125 — 134 | 137% 125 


00е ove eee 108 —113 108 —113 
54 eve | "TI 99 —102 98 —101 98 


Do. 4 % Deb. Stock 
$00,0002 Eastern and South African Telegraph, 4 $ Mort. Deb. 
Nos. 1 to 3,000, red. 1909 


400,000] Ро. 4 % Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1 1—8,000 edo | 100 —103 100 —103 %| 1024 | ... 
180,227 Globe Telegraph and T eve ry) ees eee 5196 519; eee 83 — 94 84— 94 94 81 
180, 049 Do. do. 6 % Pref. soe 000 eee 124— 134 124 — 134 13} 13 


e 59, | .. |a7—29 | 27 29 273 


Telegraph, of Oopenhagen "MAT. 
| Halifax and Bermuda Oable, 44 95 1st Mort. Debs., те » .. | 93 — 103 99 —103 100 


within BOR 1 to 1,200, Red. 


17,000 European Telegraph _... ses 10 % |10 V. | 35 — 39 35 — 39 36 a 
100,0007} London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 Y Debs. ... iss eis ER .. |100 —104 |100 —1u4 iis $e 
72,680 Montevideo pian vin xn ir „Non. 1 to 72,680 eve 24 • e i— 4 1 = 4 0 ee 
88.492 do. 5 9 Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 5 : t— 2 — 
0 Nationa 5 ide alter ii "T T се 5 Ph 5 uin i^ m E an 95 
х shares $us к У WY ae — — 
1,966,667 De Def. Stock е y 60 64 xd| 60 — 64 60 — 64 59 
15000 DS : са Бы, . 090 ove Н А 6 13 — 15 13 — 15 өө 
6 12—14 12 — 14 oes = 
open ре ^ Мой са, ard Pret, 1 to 250,000 Д A 5 44— bxd E -5 n T 
2,000, Btock eee eee 34 93 — 96 ese 
500,0007 4 % Deb. Stock Red... a — | 4 4 101 — 105 101 — 105 101% 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec; Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully 15 |6 КА — 1 — e. i 
100,0002 Pacific and European Tol., 4 % Guar. Debs, 1 to ,000 ° eot eos ee 99 —102 99 —102 wee 
11,839 Reuter’s eee 0 ove 900 eee ee eee 8 5 Ф 5 % 6 "E 71 61— 7i 7 ee 
8,303 | Submarine Cables Trast "is ss vee vi ‘iss "T - 119 —125 |115 —125 T 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone 517% š 48— 51 43 — 52 ne 
40,006 Do. do. 5 55 Саш. . pret. Nos. 1—40, 000 ius 885 з 41— 5 44— 5 TA к 
179,947; Do. do. 5% Debs. coe eee eve eee eee eee 102 —105 102 —105 oe TT) 
165,600 West African Telegraph, b V Debs.. ee ee еее one TID 99 —101 99 —101 eve 0. 
80,008 West Coast of America, Nos. 1—80, 000 and 53 001—659, 008 eee oes t.o t— — eee eee 
150,000; Do. do. 4 V Debs., 1—1,500 ш" 930 by Bras. Sub. Tel. soo во» eae 99 —102 99 —102 TY, 000 
eo De "d EX Dus A se 155 1906 A FCC 
West India and раа ph ... ва | > | .. sae 1— 1 i— 3 àl ... 
1003 8 rre T : Оша. 1st Pret. eee 15 eve eee eee 5 ant 54 31 — 54 32 90% 
e е ова 1 eee rrr) TT! 3 -— 4 3 т 43 3 eee 
80.0002 Do. do. do. 5 N Debe.. Noa. 1 to 1.800 | 100 sks | Yes | i - e 100 —103 185 Vus 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 i and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... ll x ivi "T 8— f 8— f - 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe. | 100 | ... ке .. | 98 —103 xd|100 —104 . a 
580 Brompton & Б щы rs Lt. вар, 7% , 101 to 19,761 6%|6%|8% | эз— 91 "mm 9 sa 
Cum. Pref.... [rri coe ae 83 — 9$ 8 — t ҮҮ 
50,000 Oharing Oron in = Electricity ty Beppiy, peg z * 95 ho% p: 0, De 10, 9, 
Cum. ТТ ТҮ) een 5 4 5 = TIS 
250,000 De К Deb. Stock Red. | 100 | ... | ... | .. {105 —107 105 —107 а: 
8 . dm i. ом. E Deb deck Bed. 7. Bion ^ TEACH Paes Mio па n: 
70,579 | City of London Electric L ighting, Ord. 40,001—110,579... | 10 4 qj 0 TAN 5 * 8— 9 | 8— 9 875 
40,000 Do. : Oum. , 1 to 40,000 . 10 | 6 12 — 13 12 — 13 С 
400,0007 Do. Deb. Btock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid MET 193 —198 |123 —128 T" 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid 100 | ... 102 —105 [102 —105 103§ 
40,000 der of ii rs & Brush Prov. Elec. „ Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 $ 4 27 4 % 8&— dixd 8 — 9 are 
20,000 do. 6% , 40,001— 60,000 10 6 Y 12 — 18 ха! 12 — 13 b 
400,000 Do. "e Deb. о Prov. Certs (all paid) Rd. — ТИ . |107 —110 |107 —110 РР 
20.000 E nmm d ec. Oorp. eg 6 Ф 5 eot өөө 5 6 % 7 * eee : — 64 Е = e oe 
O. eee eee ове TES — = [TT 
120, 0002 Do. do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. oe | 100 | ... 106 —109 [106 —109 8 
21, 000 ащ and кирне Electric, Ord. ... 5 | 11% 12% 10% 10 — 11 10 — 11 i 
90, 000 do. 4% Deb. Stock Stock 101 —104 101 —104 саз 
110,000 London Electric suppl Острое ов, Limited, Ord.  ... $1 35 T. x 15— 2 11— 2 “ 
49,840 m do. 6% Pref. 5 | ... si Vis 4 — bxd| 4— 5 " 
950,000: т ` de 496 lst Mt. Db. Stock Rd. Btock| ... T .. | 95 —100 95 —100 ез 
98,769 Metropolitan Electric ly, 101 to 62,500 aa 10 5 %| 6 & | 6495 | 144 — 154ха 14 — 15 - 
$20,000] De. 44 Mortgage Debenture stock md! 3 ane *. 111 —115 . |111 —115 5 
250, 0007 . Do. 33% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. . ove eee Stock eee eee eve 98 — 101 93 — 101 seo 
8,652 | Notting Hill Electric hting Vas ..| 10,7 7 |68 N | 14 — 15 xd| 14 — 15 i 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall Electric Light, Ord. m" T 5 |144 17100 144% 14 — 15 14 — 15 Lisi 
20,000 Do. do. 7 Pret., 20,081 to 40,080 5 7 7%| 8— 9 8 — 9 82 
150,000! Do. do. $3 Deb. Btock Red. see 100 evt eee soe 98 —101 98 —101 * 
"my RE Market * Supply. Ord. cee LIII eee x ee oe ee 13 = 23 12 a 21 [TI 
eee eee 1 eee ee ТҮ! 80 — — 
65,000 | South London Electricity Pp o - - b| .. T $us 2 — 292i 21— 22 | 24 | 
100,518 | Westminster Electric Supply ses vus 5 18% 101% 104 11 — 12 11 — 12 113 
* Bubject to Founders Shares. t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange, 


TD MEET, — Lr шы 


2€ _ _ et — — 


w, "Ce > у 
^ 


620 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol50. No.1,272, Арап, 11, 1902. 
SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTUBING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
Olo losing Business 
коюш, НАМЕ, Quotation | Quosation | week ended” 
April 2nd. April 9th. April 9th, 1902. 
Higheet- 
20,000 | British Aluminium 1 Oum. Pref. ... - d 44— 5} 44— 54 51 4i 
800,0001 Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Bed. зей 88 — 92 88 — 92 dus ae 
62,074 | British Electric Traction - eos - - - 13 — 14 134 — 141 14 133i 
90,000 Do. do, 6 95 Cum. Pref РРР 124— 123 121— 123 126 | 124 
600,000? Do. do. 5 95 Perpetual "Debenture Btock vs 126 —129 124 —127 126 | 195 
70,000 tish Wire Ord. eee eos eee ev eee 94— 104 9 — 10 ees eee 
70,000 Do. ! do. 8 Cum. Pref. ese eee oes 53— 61 6$— 61 oon eee 
50,000 |{Browett, ag & Co. (1899), Ord. КРИ © 885 134 to 15s. | 13s. to 15s. is $us 
60,000 iT 6 V Cum. Pref. ... - 16/6 to rdi 16/6 to 17/6 5 880 
105,731 Brush Elecl. f „ Ord., 1 to 105,731 ss «ss 1— 1— 1 ee Ке 
150,000 Do. è ' Хоп cum. 6 Pref. TT ee ee 1 — ; 11— 12 14 ц 
125,000: Do. do. 44 Ретр. b. Stock eee eee 101 —104 101 —104 eos eee 
125,0002 Do. do. 44 % Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock n 97 —100 97 —100 988 98 
80,000 | Oallender's Oable Construction Nos. 180,000 S 174— 184 | 17 — 18 t jos 
40,000 Do. do. b Cum. Pref. [TI] — 6 54— 6 5j 
90,0007 Do. do. 44 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red ene 111 —115 111 —115 "TI ect 
1,969,800 | Oentral London Railway, Btock awe ә» -— 101 —104 {102 —105 1044 | 103 
440,100 Do. do. 4 96 Pref. Stock oe eeu 0 00 103 106 103 —106 105 104 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. eee ҮТ вое 97 —100 97 —100 993 MESA 
855,000 | City and Beuth London Railway... ies 455 sss 65 — 68 65 — 68 66 654 
54,000 rompan A Oo., ч 1 рти TIT Debs., 1 to 900 of: 3 — 34 3 — 3i • 000 
100,000: | үт Мое. Жү E id ш 100 —105 [100 —105 % = 
99,261 & Bwan Utd. EL Let, * А” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 t— 8 i— 8 ee [TI 
17,139 Do. do. “К” Вһагев, 01—017,139 eee 2 — 3 2 —— 3 ee eee 
844,0297 Do. do. d 4 95 Deb. Btock Red aus 78 — 83 78 — 83 is Qus 
100,0007 Do. do. 59% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. apes all pd. 82 —.87 xd| 82 — 87 ii 985 
112,100 | Blectric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... dee wea 18— 1 18— 1j Sa 885 
81, 390 Do. do. 7 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81, 390... sis 24— 3 24— 3 " us 
182, 5007 Do. do. 4% Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Btook a 97 —101 97 —101 vas T 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Y Cum. Pref. ... 505 98— 104 98— 103 107 10 
150,000 Do. do. 4% Mort. Deb 805 ». |Stock| ... КТЕ m 98 — 101xd| 98 —101 KT € 
85,000 Henley's (W. arene Works, Ord. ... eae deo Suse 5 | 15 20 20 %| 17 — 18 17 — 18 17 808 
85,000 Do. do. 43 % Pref. [III 5 44 44 * 54— 6 54— 6 . эз» eee 
50,0002 Do. de do. 4$ Mort. Deb. Stock. Stock] ... sea .. 111 —115 111 —115 s Kot 
60,000 Indis-Babber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph — ..| 10116 J 10 . | 21 — 22 21 — 22 218 | 213 
800,0007 Do. do. do. 4 95 1st Mort. meee ees | 100 aa 99 —102 xd| 99 —102 100 "m 
3 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... к? . | 10 3% 3i% 14%] 57 — 56| 5 — 5} Ts iu 
10,000 Do. do. Pref., £10 paid m 805 10 2. 11 — 114 102 — 11 T "m 
7. 500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. ч ^ 500 .. .."| 10 154—164 15%— 164 T - 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 рот s * | £1 i: 777 19 / to 20 / — ... s i 
87,8350 | Telegraph Oonstruction and etm ‘ji 8 oe 12 174 20 * 35 — 38 34 — 37 351 •r1 
150, 0002 Do. 4 V Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1, 500 Red. 1909 00е 100 12 102 —105 102 —105 eee ace 
000 Do. do. ' 5 V Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000.. 5 bj— 6ха| 54— 6 5413] .. 
eae eee 91 — 94 ry 00 


540,0007 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock 


+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


Consolidated Tele 
Natioval Electric Wiring, 1 


— 


* From Buwingbam Sbare List 


hone Construction and Maintenance, 2—0. 


«€ From Manchester Bbare List. 


Bonk Yate of 5 3 per bent. (February 6th. 1902). 


^uo 


39 * 3 %j 92 — 95 


1 Unless otherwise stated all sbares are fully paid. 


$ From Bradford Share List. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
8 and ame Electric о рд. ), Ord., 144—165. 


(410 pà.), 168—103 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, April 9th. 


a Messrs. G. Boor & 
supplied H 


d Messrs. F. Wiggins & Sons. 
c Messrs, Frederick Smith & Co, 


J India-Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. Works | 


supplied by E Messrs. Bolling & Lowe. 
j Messrs. Walter H. Hindley & Co. 


supplied by |: 


OHEMICALS, &. This week. | Last week. | Ino. or Dec. METALS, &o, (eontinusd.) | This week. Last week. Ins. ot Dec. 
в Acid, Н аре ae ee per сті. B/- bj- ee 9 Copper Sheet ee ee £71 m oe 
в es 1 ee ee per owt. 22). 22/- ee 9 $9 e. ec e. Per ion £71 £71 ee 
€ be Oxalic eo ee ee per owt. 83/- 89J- ee e [|] ‘Blectrolytic). Bars ee per to £68 £03 : ee 
6 n Balphuric.. ee ee per cw. д 6/6 ee в т T! ee per ton £75 £75 | ee 
в Ammoniac А 5% y геа 2 252 18 s 5 " " Ed wis ding rx ^u ig 
@ Ammonia, Muriate crystal oe “ee " . , . oe 
8 " | ee per юп #80 #80 T f Ebonite Rod .. oe А . per lb. 8/- 8- vá 
в ee ee per ton £1 27 ee 7 Sheet ee . per Ib. 5j- ‘ > ee 
.eB of Carbon .. es per ton £16 #15 25 я German Silver wire ee per lb. rh He 
e Borax өе T ee ee per ton £18 £18 б h Gutta-percha fine. - ee per lb. 
e Bensole ) ee eo ce per gal, Ч/- 90 - h India-rubber, Para fine oo per lb. | 8/04 to 3/1 | 8/14 to 8/2| id. dec. 
6, 50 Jeo e o рага b 6/6 кь 1 Charcoal Sbee T per ton £18 £18 E 
a Bulp e» per , £20 £920 “a í Pig (Cleveland ¥ warrants) -. per ton 47/2 46/11 8d. ino. 
& Nitrate А ee per ton 234 £94 ; с, 8 per ton] From £11 | From Д1 д 
€ „ White Sugar .. ee рег ton #81 281 " “© , Bora per ton] 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 60/- M 
в Mt lated Bpirii i oe ee per ay 49% 42 RA | wo Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. perton| 4915 n d A 8 
а А m 
e Марь a, Bolvent (90% at 180^ C). per fal. 5/6 5/6 К : Lead, English кы s e ber ton] £1110 | (0021116) s tos / dec 
aP Bichromate, in casks.. per Ib. 8а. ва. са Shee os ee per ton P4 £18 10 Р 
a „ Caustic 487801 .. per ton £% ги "s A Manganl Wire Nos on per Id. 8, 8 E 
а „  Bisulphate "T per ton 286 2865 xs 9 Mercury per bot. £8 15 #8 15 : 
€ Bbellac ee per owt, 114/- 117j- 88. dec. 4 Mica (in original oases), amal ee per Ib. Bå. to 9d. 84. to 9d. oe 
a Bulphate of "Magnesia .. ee рег ton 84 10 84 10 ` d n 10 a medium per Ib. 1/9102/9 | 1/9 to 2/9 is 
в кир Sublimed Flowers .. per ton 26 5 86 5 $ » large .. per Ib. 8/8 to 15 to 1/8 v 
a overed eo. per ton £6 10 28 10 : p Phosphor Bronse, plain per lb. |114d. to 1/9 1134. 1/8 : 
Lum „ per ton £6 £5 ee ed bars & per lb. | 1/-901/8 | 1/- $o 1/8 : 
: Boda, Canstic (white 70 %) ee рег ton 810 15 810 15 А р s Srip&ásbeet per lb. From 1/2 1/2 us 
8 n 2 T ee per ton 28 £8 o Platinum | © ee рег оз. &4 1 44 1 К 
a chromate, casks .. per lb ща, Nd. 1 Silicium Bronze Wire per 1р, | 104. vo 1/- | 10d. to 1/- ў 
Steel, Magnet, acc'd'ng to desc'p'n per don] From £15 to £40 EN 
FARR Mo | M LN. ао 2127 to 119 00 : 
b Alomininm Ingots, in ton lot per tor £148 £148 os 9 ‚тш, block .. .. . .. porton { 128 120 } £8 ine, 
150 Wire, in ton lot» рег ton гум ame oe 9 n "m. А e. per lb. 1/6 16 ok 
b Bheet, — ton lows рег ton £191 £191 - a wire, Nos. 1 to 16 eo per lb. 17 1/6 1d. inc 
p Babbite's meral per £16 0 8135| £15 10 £195 p Anti. friction Metals — 
e Brass (rolled metal voir bail par В, d. d. „* White Ant brand. . per ton] 495 to £65 | £86 to 265 T. 
e be (brased) .. as d. Rid. j Yarns, % Grey Cotton, on sp'ls per lb. 14. та. ee 
e м U юна drawn) ee — TA å. 7 L 1 ag fi tea, Рах oe ee ee per Id. 0 ee 
09 n Wire, a TI eo per ib, 7d. та. 1 м 8 oly 18 Ibs. Russian eo per Ib, é " ee 
e Copper Tubes (brazed) e, per lb. 680 кї, ion 100 s. Russian, single .. per lb. . а, s 
€ a e 1 drawn) .. per ib, А 9а. ў 80 ibs. Juve rave.. „ рет 00| 310 2 6 81094 vi 
9 Copper Bars (best selected) .. per ton £71 £n b Ziso, Bb". (Vielle Montagne bad.] рет ton] 422 10 £23 10 vi 
| b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd | Messrs, James & Shak o., Ltd | Me WOT Gloves Oe Cl 
e pr urbinium T А : 2 essrs, James akspeare. T А т м езвгв. тег 
Quotations c Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Sons, Quotations h Messrs. Edward Till & Eo. Quotations n Меввгв. P. Ormiston & Sons. 


o Messrs. Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd. 
p The Phosphor Bronze Company, L4d. 
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ELECTRICITY WORKS 
AND THE SUPPLY OF ENERGY FOR 
CORONATION ILLUMINATIONS. 


THE following is a copy of the series of questions which were 
sent out by us to station engineers asking for information as 
to what was being done in connection with their system by 
way of preparation for Coronation supply, and a brief sum- 
mary of the replies so far to hand :— 

1. What special arrangements, if any, do your works con- 
template making to meet the demand for energy for 
Coronation illuminations ? 

2. Will there be any special price charged for electrical 
energy? If во, what is proposed? 

3. Are there any special facilities to be given for tapping 
mains ? | 

4. Ате your own works and municipal buildings to be 
electrically decorated and illuminated ? 


Aeccrington.— Mr. Н. Gray reporte: (1) That being midsummer no 
special arrangements are considered necessary. To (2) and (3) 
he replies, No! (4) The municipal buildings will probably be 
electrically illuminated.  : 

Ayr.—Mr. A. J. Fuller says that a general scheme ís now under 
consideration. i 

Bangor (N. Wales).—Mr. P. F. White states that Committee is 
about to consider. 

Barnes.—Mr. C. S. Davidson says demand for this class of supply 
small No steps yet taken. Electricity works and Council 
officea likely to be illuminated. | 

Barnsley.—Mr. S. E. Bastow reporte no special arrangements as 
to (1). All current for one week will be charged at special low 
rate—probably 2d. per unit. 


· Bath.—Mr. Francis Teague. Corporation not yet decided. 


Battersea.—Mr. H. R. F. Mackay gives four interesting replies. 
(1) None. (2), (3) and (4), No. 

Bedford.—Mr. R. W. L. Phillips. Matter receiving attention. 

Birkenhead.—Mr. W. Bates. (1) None. (2) Question not yet 
mooted. (3) No. Electricity Committee will supply energy 
free for the illumination of the municipal buildings. 

Blaekburn.—Mr. A. S. Giles says that the scheme adopted in- 
cludes the free supply of electricity for illuminating purposes 
to allconsumers. (3) No. (4) Not detinitely settled. | 

Bolton.—Mr. A. A. Day. (1) Special arrangements unnecessary аз 
plant sufficient. (2) Supply for illuminating Corporation 
buildings free. Private consumers’ charges not settled. (3) 
Nothing definite settled, but this would not be objected to if 
done under superintendence of electricity department. (4) 


Yes. 

Brighton.—Mr. J. Christie. (1) Prepared to supply any demand 
within the plant capacity. (2) No special price, but any in- 
crease on the winter maximum demand will not be reckoned 
against the consumer at the higher rate (7d.), but at 1d. (3) 
No special facilities. Any one of the 3,000 odd cousumers can 
have whatever energy he likes up to capacity of service mains. 
If special mains required, consumer must pay forsame. (4) 
Electricity works being in unimportant thoroughfare, will not 
be illuminated, but Town Hall and other municipal buildings 
will be, on lines not yet definitely decided. 

Bristol.—Mr. Н. F. Proctor says: (1) Plant sufficient for antici- 
pated demand. (2) Ordinary rates. (3) Temporary supply will 
be given when in proximity to mains. (4) Electricity works, no; 
municipal buildings, yes. 

Burnley.—Mr. R. Birkett. (1), (2) and (3), no. (4) Probably. 

Burton-on-Trent.—Mr. F. L. Ramsden (gas and electric light 
works). No special arrangements made, though it is expected 
that the large breweries will go in extensively for electrical 

. illumination, energy being charged at ordinary rates. 

Bury St. Edmunds.—Mr. L. P. Greig. Council not yet settled 
the matter. 

Canterbury.—Mr. C. A. Blascheck. Committee not yet made 
arrangements. 

Cardiff.—Mr. Arthur Ellis eays: (1) No special arrangements con- 
sidered necessary to meet demand. (2) and (3) No special 
tharge for energy, cost of special temporary service connections 
to be charged to consumers. (4) Electricity works outside town, 
so no; municipal buildings not yet decided. 

Carlow (Ireland).—Mr. G. M. Harris. (1) No very great demand 
anticipated. (2) Ordinary price. (3) If necessary, every 
facility will be given. (4) Electricity works, yes; municipal 
buildings, not likely. 

Charing Cross and Strand E.S. Corporation, Limited.— 
Mr. W. H. Patchell. (1) Large amount of plant available 
representing the difference between summer and winter loads ; 
in addition there is the new plant at Bow. (2) Special charge 
of 5d. plus cost of connections, (3) All inquirers are being 
notified that they will be met as far as is possible with safety. 
(4) Not settled. 

Chelmsford Electric Lighting Company, Limited.—Mr. A. H. 
French says nothing has yet been done. 

Chelsea Electricity Supply Company, Limited.—Mr. P. Still. 
The company is sending out a circular relafing to the matter 
offering to give every facility to customers requiring additional 
current for illuminations. The circular says:—‘ The amount of 


current which ican be supplied for this pürpose being limited, 
customers are requested to give notice as early as possible of their 
intention to take an increased supply. Applications must be 
made on special forms, which may be obtained at the offices of 
the company or from the wiring contractor. No application can be 
entertained unless received at least two weeks before the supply 
is required. Full details of the arrangements proposed must 
be submitted to the company by the contractor. Charges.—A 
charge of 10s. 6d. will be made to cover the cost of connection 
and testing. Should special connections and larger meter be 
necessary, the charge will be one guinea. The current used 
will be charged for by meter at the ordinary rates.” Ав to 
question (4), works may be illuminated. 

Cheltenham.—Mr. H. Kilgour reports:—(1) Ample plant for 
meeting any probable demand; no special arrangements con- 
templated. (2) Propose charge of 2d. per unit throughout 
Coronation week to all customers who pay 2s. 6d. to cover the 
‘cost of reading the meters at the begianing and end of the 
week. (3) Temporary services, &c , and alterations to services 
and meters to be paid for at cost price. (4) Works 14 miles 
from the town, so will not be decorated; no decision come to 
regarding municipal buildings in the town. 

Colehester.— Mr. A. R. Sillar says: (1) It is not expected that 
the Coronation load will be up to that of an ordinary 
weekday. (2) No special rate had been fixed, but it is proposed 
to charge maximum price. (3) No. (4) Municipal buildings 
will be. i 

Cork.—Mr. Н. H. Nalder. Quite uncertain. 

Coventry.—Mr. J. A. Jeckell writes that no illuminations are 
proposed at present. | 

Crewe.—Mr. Н. H. Denton says that demand for Coronation 
illuminations so smallthat no special arrangements or rates 
are necessary. 

Darlington.—Mr. J. R. P. Luan. So far nothing done. 

Darwen.—Mr. Chas. Garnett says: (1) No special arrangements 
needed, as there is sufficient spare plant. (2) All consumers 
to have free current on Coronation night for outdoor illa- 
mination only. (3) For connecting to main free up to 20 
yards; if over, cost price charged. (4) Whole of municipal 
buildings and works. 

Derby.—Mr. T. P. Wilmshurst. No arrangements yet made. 

Devonport.—Mr. Chas. Furness. Nothing to report yet. 

Doncaster.—Mr. W. Wyld. Discussed, but nothing settled at 

resent. | 

Dublin.—Mr. M. Ruddle. (1) No application yet received. (2) 
Special price will be arranged for any favourable demand. 
(3 Must be taken off existing supplies generally. Special 
applications considered on merits. (4) Nothing at present 

. arranged. 

Dundee.—Mr. W. H. Tittensor. (1) Under consideration. (2) 
Probably cost price for town, private consumers, no. (3) No. 
(4) No (works situated in slums, next door to graveyard, and 
Mission Hall with « jail at the back and s public house in 
front). 

Durham.—Mr. J. S. Frain says: (1) No. (2) Demand indicators 
will be short-circuited during June. (3) No. (4) Probably. 

Faling.—Mr. J. D. Knight. Nothing yet decided. | 

East Ham.—Mr. W. C. Ullmann. (1 and 2) Nothing arranged. 
(3) No. (4) No. 

Eecles.—Mr. Н. W. Angus. No special arrangements contem- 
plated. 

Edinburgh.—Mr. Е. A. Newington. Nothing settled yet. 

Exeter.—Mr. H. D. Munro. (1) None required. (2) Probably 4d. 
per unit. (3) Not contemplated. (4) Yes. | 

Farnworth.—Mr. J. D. Pember says that there is plenty of spare 
power at present. All consumers will be supplied free for 
Coronation Day, the electricity department reserving the right 
to object to any wasteful illuminations. Special tappings may 
be allowed for illuminating buildings not now connected, but 
cost of the work would be charged. (4) Most likely, but not 
decided. 

Fleetwood.—Mr. О. Hansom: (1) No demand expected. (2) and 
(3) No. (4) Probably. 

Folkestone Electricity Supply Company.—Mr. T. Hesketh: 
No arrangements made. Probably beyond meeting consumers’ 
requirements, no special facilities will be given. 

Fulham.—Mr. R F. Ferguson: (1) None. (2, 3 and 4) No. 

Glasgow.—Mr. W. A. Chamen writes that there is no inclioation 
to encourage such illuminations, owing to time of year. 

Gloucester.—Mr. W. J. Bache. (1) None. (2) 2d. perunit. (3) 
Laid at cost price. (4) Probably not. 

Govan.—Mr. J. Brown. Nothing definitely settled. 

Greenock.—Mr. W. M. Nelson. Being considered. 

Grimsby.—Mr. W. A. Vignoles. (2) 24d. per unit (half price). 
(3) Laid at cost price. (4) Electricity works and Town Hall. 

Guernsey.—Mr. A. G. Bird. (1) Not encouraging temporary 
lighting. (2) 7d. per unit. (3) No. (4) No. 

Hackney.—Mr. L. L. Robinson reports:—(1) No special arrange- 
ments necessary. (2) #d. per 30-watt lamp or its equivalent 
per night. Charge of 103. 6d. to cover cost of temporary con- 
nection, testing and disconnection. (3) Consumer bears cost 
of special service connection; it he becomes a permanent one 
within three months, charge for the service to be refunded. 
(4) Undecided. 

Halifax.—Mr. W. M. Rogerson. No arrangements yet made. 

Hampstead.—Mr. G. Н. Cottam :—(1) None. (2) Ordinary rates, 
lower scale 23d. through demand iadicator. (4) Not settled. 

Harrogate.— Mr. G. Wilkinson is engaged placing proposals before 
Committee. 

Hastings.—Mr. L. Andrews. No decision yet. 
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Hereford.—Mr. F. G. Poulton:—(1) None. (2) 4d. per unit for 
all current consumed during Coronation week, meters being 
read before and after. (3) No; all current must be taken off 
present cut-out boxes. (4) Municipal buildings use gas ; nothing 
at works. 

Islington.—Mr. A. Gay:—(1) None. 
night (as per Southwark Conference Rules). 
yet decided. 

Kendall.—Mr. T. N. Ritson. Works open about Coronation time. 

. Display contemplated. 

Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Company. 
—Mr. G. C. Weston. Consumers being circularised specially 
Company prepared to supply current to temporary illuminating 


(2) 1d. per 8-o.». lamp per 
(3) No. (4) Not 


devices up to the limit of the distributing capacity available. . 


Applications to be made upon special forms. Applications to 
be sent in as soon as possible, as they will be dealt with in the 
order of their date. Full particulars of all illuminating devices 
to be submitted tothe company, for approval, at their distri- 
buting department, Prince Consort Road, South Kensington. 
All work must be carried out, as far as possible, in accordance 
with the general rules issued by the company, and special pre- 
cautions must be taken for the protection and insulation of all 
outdoor work exposed to the weather. All work must bo 
inspected and tested by the company's inspector before a supply 
. will be commenced. 

Connecting, dT., Charges.—1.— Where the current for the illumination 
supply is taken through the existing service, meter, fuses, &c., and where 
the current for the illumination supply and for the existing lighting, 


both being in use at the same time, does not exceed the capacity of the 
его, us the charge for inspecting and testing by the company will 
108. 


2. Where the illumination supply is taken through the existing service 
cable, but a larger temporary meter and larger fuses are required, the 
charge, including inspecting and testing, will be £1. 

8. Where a new service is required for temporary use, provided the 
company have distributing mains laid and a manhole box outside the pre- 
mises, suitable for direct access into the same, and provided the service 
does not exceed 10 ft. in length, the charge for connecting, &o., a device 
demanding a supply adequate for :— 


a) Fifty 8-c.p. amps, or equivalent .. "E <a . . £8 0 0 
(b) Over 50 and under 125 8. c. P., or equivalent »s .. 810 0 
(с) Over 195 and under 250 8-с.р., or equivalent .. 40 0 


And for every additional 10 ft. of service, or part thereof, or for every 
additional 126 8-с.р. lamps, or their equivalent, or part thereof, a sum of 
10s. must be added to the above charges for connecting, &c. 

4. When a new service is required for temporary use, necessitating the 
footway or roadway to be taken up, special quotations will be given upon 
receipt of full particulars, For this work at least eight weeks’ notice must 
be given to the company. 


Four weeks' notice must be given where it is only necessary to change 
the service cables, meter, fuses, &c. 


The pressure supplied to all these illumination services will be at 200 volts 
continuous current. 


Supply Charges.—The charge for current supplied through an existing 
service and meter will be at the ordinary rates. 


The minimum charge for & supply through a special service will be for 
each evening’s use as follows:— 


(a) Up to 50 C- c. p. lamps, or their equivalent T .. bs. 6d. 
(b) Over 50 and under 125 8-c.P. lamps, or their equivalent 12s. 6d. 
(c) Over 125 and under 250 8-c.r. lamps, or theirequivalent 258. Od. 


For any quantity beyond the minimum the charge will be at the ordinary 
rate per unit. | 
The company will require the charges for орде and testing апа 
v 


the supply charges for special services to be paid in ance before any 
work is commenced. 


М№оте.— Тһе company will not provide any illuminating devices, nor will 
шоу йх inem: Consumers must employ their owncontractors to carry out 
this work. 


King's Lynn.—Mr. J. Pilling. Matter not considered. 

Kingston-on-Thames.—Mr. J. E. Edgcome. (1) Bulk of shop 
1 being off, present plant will suffice. (2) Committee not 

.decided. (3) Temporary connections to mains at cost price. 
(4) Town Hall and possibly other public buildings. 

(Borough will have special Millenary celebrations at Whitsuntide 
(Baturday to Monday, May 17th, 18th and 19th) to commemorate the 
crowning at Kingston of Edward the Elder, and Town Hall will be 
illuminated then.] 

Lancaster.—Mr. W. A. Tester. (1) None. (2) No. 
required. (4) Municipal buildings. 

Larne.—Mr. M. G. Smyth. Matter not considered. 

Leeds.—(1) Plant quite equal to demand. (2) Ordinary charges. 
(3) Little likelihood that extra services will be required, but 
it so would probably be charged for. (4) Electricity works, No. 
Municipal buildings, Yes. 

Leith.—Mr. J. Gray Scott. No definite arrangements. Matter 
under consideration of the Provost's Committee of the Council. 

Lewes.—Mr. F. H. Davies. (1) None. (2) Maximum demand 
indicators will be reset after illuminations, so as not to inter- 
fere with consumers' usual maximum. (3) Would be con- 
sidered on application. (4) Probably municipal buildings. 

Leyton.—Mr. F. Harman Lewis. Nothing decided. 

Limavady.—Mr. E. J. S. Ritter. Nothing. 

Liverpool.—Mr. A. B. Holmes. (1 and 2) No. 
facilities given. (4) Municipal buildings. 

London (City of London Electric Lighting Company).—Mr. 
J. C. Bull (manager) (1) Ample plant and reserves to meet 
any demand. (2) Owing to the temporary nature of the 
demand, a charge will be made, varying with the nature of the 
work in each case, to cover the cost of connecting and discon- 
necting, but the minimum charge will be £1. The rate of 
charge for energy will be 244. per 8-C. p. lamp for cach day of 
24 hours that the lamps are connected to mains. А part of a 
day to be counted as one day. А 16-с.р. lamp will be charged 
at 5d., and so on as regards other sizes of lamps, for the same 
period. This rate is, of course, subject to the condition that 
the lamps will be switched off during daylight hours, and the 
company reserve the right to require payment of a propor- 
tionately higher rate if the lamps are used in the daytime. (3) 
Engineering department will give every assistance. 


(3) If 


(3) All necessary 


Longton.—Mr. W. Langford. Nothing definite decided. Com- 
mittee has offered to supply illumination devices at cost price, 
and current for public buildings free of charge. 

Luton.—Mr. W. Н. Cooke. Committee to consider shortly. 

Morecambe.—Mr. R. Pape. Nothing to report. 

Morley.—Mr. H. Drewett. (1) None. (2) and (3) No. (4) Muni- 
cipal buildings probably. 

Nelson.—Mr. W. A. Fraser. Ordinary rates. (8)No. (4) Yes. 

Newcastle and District Company.—(1) No. Can give supply of 
energy from transformer sub-stations, if desired. (2) Not 
settled yet. (3) No; only from transformer station. (4) 
Works, no. | 

Northallerton.— Mr. F. R. Batty. Very little illumination will 
be done. Plant equal to 50 xw. above usual load. (2) Usual 
prices. 

Norwich.—(1) None necessary. (2) No. (3) Probably. (4) Yes. 

Nottingham.—Mr. H. Talbot. No particular demand expected. 

Notting Hill Electric Lighting Company, Limited.—Mr. G. 
Schultz. (1) None. (2) and (3) No. (4) Offices only. 

Pembroke (Ireland).—Mr. Price. (1) None. (2) and (3) No. 


(4) Uncertain. 
Penarth.—Mr. 8. d. Leech. (1) No. Plant can deal with 100 
per cent. increase of load. (2) Indicator readings will not be 
noted in June. (3) All possible encouragement to be given. 
(4) Works probably ; municipal buildings not decided. 
Perth.—Mr.J. Lambert. (1) No. (2) No special charge; demand 
* indicators to be cut out of circuit during Coronation period. 
(3) No. (4) Municipal buildings and town churches, but not 
electricity works. 

Plymouth.—Mr. E. G. Okell. (1) Connections will be made up 
to capacity of plant. (2) 32 lamps of 8 C. p., 44d. per hours 
use; if meters already fixed, 44d. per unit. (3) Cost of 
temporary connection charged. 

Poplar.—Mr. A. Blackman. No special arrangements, prices, or 
facilities to be held out to the public to induce them to adopt 
electricity for temporary lighting, as it is not wished that this 
demand shall be encouraged. Wiring rules provide that no 
current shall be supplied to installations of a temporary 
nature. Public buildings likely to be electrically illuminated. 

Portsmonth.—Mr. E. Price:—(1) None contemplated. (2) and 
(3) No. (4) Town Hall no doubt. 

Queenstown.—Mr. H. Nalder. No demand anticipated. 

Rathmines.—Mr. G. Е. Pilditch:—(1) (2) and (3) No special 
arrangements. (4) Under consideration. f 

Rochdale.—Mr. А. C. Atchison :—(1) Demand for’ special arrange- 


ments not anticipated. (2) 3d. per unit where supply mains 
tions, charge for connection to mains; those who retain supply 
will not be charged. Consumers who are connected and require 
service is retained for future use. (4) Municipal buildings 
~~ osed. 

St. Helens.—Mr. J. S. Highfield:—(1) None. (2) Probably 6d. 

St. Pancras.—Mr. A. E. Pycraft. Under consideration. 

Salford.—Mr. C. D. Taite. In the hands of a Special Committee. 
(4) Yes. 

Shoreditch.—Mr. C. N. Russell. Not yet decided. 

(4) No. 
Southport.—Mr. R. S. Downe:—(1) None. (2) Outside illu- 
(3) Where required. 
(4) Public buildings, supply gratis. 

Stirling.—Mr. A. C. Hanson. (1) None. 

Stepney.—Mr. W. C. P. Tapper. (1) No large demand anticipated. 
(2) No special price; but as demand indicator readings are not 
practically be at 1d. per unit. (3) No. 

Stockport.—Mr. S. Meunier. Nothing arranged. 
cannot occur until long past the peak of the load, aud all shops 
will be closed on Coronation day, therefore there can be no 
1897 Jubilee, the Town Hall special illuminations only repre- 
sented for two nights £4 worth of current. Special prices not 
(4) Works, no. Town Hall, Public Library, and Technical 
College, yes. 

(1) None. 
ignored during June; energy for decorative purposes at 
lowest rate, 2d. per unit. (3) Every encouragement will be given. 

Torquay.—Mr. P. Storey. (1) Applications must be made three 
weeks prior to Coronation. (2) Fres of charge. (3) No. 

Tunbridge Wells.—Mr. Н. Boot. (1) Unnecessary, as the Corona - 
tion takes place in summer, but spare transformers, if required, 
statious nearest to the required premises. (2) Not proposed. 
(3) Where necessary. (4) Municipal buildings. 

Walthamstow.—Mr. F. A. Wilkinson. (1) None. (2) and (3) No. 
4) Not decided. 
will probably be short-circuited during the time the illuminations 

аге on. (3) Probably. (4) Undecided. 


are already laid down. (3) For purely Coronation illumina- 

an excessive supply will be charged as above unless extra 

(3) As required. (4) Probably. 
Sheffleld.—Mr. S. E. Fedden:—(1) None. (2) and (3) Not decided. 
Smithfleld.—Mr. E. Ridley. Applications treated on merit. 

minations jd. per night per 16-c.». lamp. 

(2) No. (8) No. Season 

unfavourable for illuminations. 

taken in summer months, all current for illuminations will 
Sunderland.—Mr. J. Е. C. Snell. (1) Demand for illuminations 

difference to normal maximum demand. (2) At the time of 

worth while. (3) Facilities will be given where necessary. 
Sutton.—Mr. M. Nash. (2) D.I. readings will be 

(4) Yes. 

(4) Municipal buildings, yes. 

will be taken from the spare stand-by and placed in the sub- 
Walsall.—Mr. A. Wyllie. No special arrangements. 
Watford.—Mr. W. H. F. Colebrook. (1) None. (2) M.D. indicators 
West Ham.—Mr.J. К. Bock. Nothing definite done yet. 
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West Bromwich.—Mr. J. H. Wray. (1) None. (2) D.I. will be 
cut out for two nights where extra lights are used. (3) No. 
(4) оште buildings by рав. 

Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Limited.—The 
company is circularising ite area expressing iteelf as “ anxious, 
by supplying additional current, to afford every facility to those 
of their consumers who desire to illuminate their premises. 
The amount of current which can be supplied for this purpose 
is limited, and it is necessary that the company should have 
ample time to make arrangements. Consumers are, therefore, 
requested to decide upon their requirements and to give thcir 
contractors full instructions as early as possible. The following 
rules will be adhered to :— 


1. Applications for supply to a moderate number of lamps will be 
acce in the order in which they are received until the limit of power 
which can be allotted for this purpose is reached, but no applications can 
be entertained unless received at least two months before the supply is 

uired, 

2. Applications for supply must be made on special forms, signed by the 
consumer, which may be obtained at the company’s office or through the 
wiring contractors. No verbal application oan be entertained. 

8. Full details of the arrangements proposed must be submitted by the 
contractor to the company one month before, and the work must be com- 
pleted ш position and be ready for testing seven days before the supply is 
required. 

4. The company reserve the right to refuse any application. 


CHARGES. 


1. A charge of ба. per 8-с P. lamp connected (with a minimum of £1) will 
be made, to cover the cost of special connections and testing. 
2. The current used will be charged for by meter at the ordinary rates. 


Notr.—The charge for current may be taken roughly at 14. per 8c. v. 
lamp per night, so that a consumer installing 50 8-c.P. lamps and using 
these for seven nights would pay the company 


For connection 2: we as "T T ey .. £1 5 0 
For current (approximately) ee ae a . 19 3 
£9 14 2 


The cost of fitting and interior wiring is not included in the above. This 
is & matter between the consumer and his contractor, 


Weston-super-Mare.— Mr. S. G. Leech. (1) Plant sufficient to 
meet demand. (2) No special rate, but max. demand readings 
during June will not be considered when making out accounts. 
(3) Temporary connections wherever possible. 

Wigan.—Mr. H. C. Bishop. Nothing arranged, but current will 

robably be supplied at reduced rate. (3) No. 

Wimbledon.—Mr. F. B. Spencer. (1) Not decided. (2) Mr. 
Spencer bas recommended a low special tariff to committee. 
(3) As required; engineer favours connection from cut-outs 
direct at special rate to avoid consumption being metered. (4) 
Recommended by engineer. 

Worcester.— Mr. C. J. Sutherland. (1) Plant ample for expected 
demand. (2) For illumination purposes 3d. per unit. (3) 
Those not already consumers must pay cost of such connections. 
(4) Municipal buildings, Yes. Works, No, as two miles in 
the country. 

Wolverhampton. -—Mr. С. E. Shawfield. The following charges 
are proposed :— 


Charge per 16-c.». lamp per night. Equivalent to. 


At the rate of 5s. per 100 lamps up to 900 lamps .. Bd. per unit. 
At the rate of 48. per 100 lamps from 300 to 500 lamps sx Bd as 
At the rate of За. 8d. per 100 lamps above 500 lamps .. 24. "i 


A charge to existing consumers will be made to cover the 
cost of the special connection, and disconnection, as follows :— 
Up to 300 lamps, 2s. 6d.; from 300 to 500 lamps, 3s. 6d. ; above 
500 lamps, 5s. In those cases wherd a supply of electricity 
is required, and no service exists, special arrangements for 
connection will be necessary. 


[Several late arrivals are held over until next week.—Eps. E. R.] 


ARTISTIC ELECTRICAL ILLUMINATIONS.* 


By EDWIN O. SACHS, Architect, A.M.I.Mech.E. 


THE subject you bave selected for discussion this evening ie, no 
doubt, one eminently appropriate to a time when many of our 
fellow citizens are thinking of showing their loyalty by a patriotic 
display of illumination devices on the fronts of their places of 
business, or attheir private residences. How I should, however, 
have come to the honour of being selected to deal with this subject, 
I really do not know, inasmuch as I had never before spoken on any- 
thing relating to tbe artistic side of architecture, much less to any 
question of decorative art, but, in fact, have generally limited my- 
self to questions of technical or constructive importance. 

Perhaps my selection has something to do with the fact that by 
many curious coincidences, I have, during my travels and frequent 
visits abroad, seen much of illuminations on many festive occasions, 
and that I am able to tell you something about the doings in 
countries which, I may almost say, specialise“ in demonstrating 
their loyalty or joy by illuminative displays. 

It may be, however, that I have been called upon to speak as one 
who, as an amateur, takes considerable interest in electric lighting 


— — ——————— 


A paper read before the Society for the Encouragement of the 
Fine Arte. 


and stage lighting, and the lighting of public buildings in particular, 
and who, in a sordid moment, having assisted in the development 
of a certain electrical system, and certain electrical devices, had the 


impertinence to interest himself financially in what I believe may - 


shortly revolutionise the whole problem of rapid and artistic elec- 


, trical illumination. I here refer to my aseociation with what is 


generally known as the E.L.B. system of electric lighting. brought 
x by а company trading under the name of Electric Lighting 
ards. 

Whatever the actual reason may have been, I will approach the 
subject to-night, firstly, as an architect; and, secondly, as one who 
has travelled ; and, thirdly, as one who believes (rightly or wrongly) 
that there is now at least some means of economically and rapidly 
employing electricity for special temporary effects in an artistic 
manner, and also asystem which will far supersede everything that 
has been done before, and more particularly supersede the ugly gas 
flare and the hideous gas jet that has been used in the metropolis 
until we are not only tired of their vulgar presence, but will only 
too gladly abandon them for all time. 

As an architect, I mainly look upon electrical illuminations as a 
simple and rapid manner of outlining the facades of public build- 
ings, marking the important features of public thoroughfares, and 
generally applying the principles of architectural design in showing 
up the features of a building or thoroughfare by artificial light. 

Asa traveller, I may say that I know every European capital and 
many of the minor towns, and have attended in some form or other 
many of the great ceremonies of the past decade, not only near by 
in Paris, Berlin, or Vienna, but also in the more distant St. Peters; 
burg, Warsaw, or Stockholm; I must draw attention to the fact that 


with few memorable exceptions (notably last year at the Glasgow 


Exhibition) we are really behind the rest of the world in our 
attempts at illuminations. i 
As an amateur electrician, and one who, when attempting to 


design effective decorative schemes in electrical work, haa frequently 


met with difficulties of execution and expense, I speak to-night as 
one who believes that with the new E.L.B. system, which I have 
helped to nurse, these difficulties have at last been surmounted. 

I am not going to trouble you with a lot of historical detail as to 
the evolution of electrical illuminations or of illuminations gene- 
rally, for I believe an audience such as I see before me would rather 


hear something relating to the practical application of artistic elec- | 


trical illumination than to the gradual evolution of the illumination 
schemes of to-day. 

Nevertheless, I cannot but remind you that this whole question 
of artistic illumination is one of very, very long standing, and 
anyone acquainted with history will know how the great Roman 
emperors, and before them the Greeks, and before them, again, the 
Egyptians, on occasions of great rejoicing, would at night arrange 
special displays of artificial lighting. Such illuminations have also 


found a place іп many of the great religious ceremonies that have 


been brought down to us from century to century, and anyone 
to-day visiting Russia will remember how on special occasions of 
religious importance there are great displays not only of illumina- 
tions but also of fireworks. 

The application of many small lights at night has from time 
immemorial been the means of expressing joy. 

In Russia and in the Slavic, Latin and Teutonic countries, illu- 
minations have always been much favoured during the last three 
centuries, and anyone coming across old prints will frequently find 
illustrations showing what was done at the time. І myself recently 
came across a print showing how the historical buildings of Nurem- 
burg were illuminated on May 13th, 1774, in a manner that would 
make us envious, although we now have electric light, and in those 
times they only used small oil lamps. 

But I will not enter into any detailed description of the various 
illumination appliances utilised prior to the introduction of 
electric light; yet I must just touch on some of them. 

The small earthenware pan, for instance, filled with tallow and a 


wick, was an appliance used for a considerable period. 


Candle illumination devices, protected by lamp shades, either of 
glass or some other semi-transparent material were popular illu- 
mination appliances for many years. 

Then we have had the various forms of small lanterns made of 
metal, and the innumerable paper appliances generally described as 
Chinese lanterns. Of course, these Chinese lanterns were originally 
intended, and are still intended, in the main to be used with candles. 
They are quite unsuitable for gas, but on the other hand, they are 
used with considerable effect as a covering for electric lights. 
Again, if we go to a country like Italy, we shall find the applica- 
tion of water plays a considerable part in the illumination appli- 
ances. Thus, you will find glasses filled with water on which a 
kind of night light is floating, and the light throwing its rays 
through the water makes a charming effect. As a matter of fact, in 
Italy the water thus used is frequently coloured. Another form of 
illumination appliance, originally intended to be used with candle 
light or with oil lamps, is transparency, which, of course, nowadays 
is also used with gas light or electric light, the idea being to simply 
draw the illumination device on a sheet of semi-transparent material, 
behind which lights are placed in order to show up the device in 
question. 

But before leaving candle light, perhaps I should remark that 
the most wonderful effect that I have ever seen as to the appli- 
cation of candles was at the celebration of Emperor William the 
First's eightieth birthday at Berlin, when, by special arrangement, 
the entire city of Berlin placed six or eight candles on the lower 
sill of every window in a row so that there was not a window in 
the whole city of Berlin that had not got its row of lights in 
practically an identical position. Even in the slums the candles 
were provided gratis by public subscription; and, similarly, landlords 
having unlet houses, and not wishing to spend the money on these 
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unlet houses, were provided with candles. I consider that a 
simply organised effect of this description, arranged with the most 
primitive of materials, but arranged simultaneously by a community 
of some one million souls in buildings covering many square miles, 
was the most effective and impressive form of illumination that bas 
ever been or is ever likelv to be seen, and absolutely eclipses 
individual efforts to shine. What, may I ask, would the effect have 
been if, instead of candles in windows, the citizens could have 
arranged, plain lines of electric lights along the fronte of the 
buildings? 

Turning back, however, to gas licht, we. in the first instance, 
find the various forms of partially outlining buildings, the 
preparing of devices and the like in plain gas-piping with little 
holes bored into the piping equally spaced, from which light is 
given. Such outlining with plain, simple gas-lights is certainly 
effective, if the idea of a really plain outline is retained; but, as a 
matter of fact, too much ambition has been shown with the view of 
making pretty devices, and ugliness as а rnle results. These plain, 
punctured lights are particularly ugly if utilised for letters or 
emblems. The only device I know for these plain gas-burners that 
is in any way artistically effective is the star, owing to its simply 
being & number of plain rows meeting in one centre ; but the star 
is comparatively rare. 

The next form of this plain gas outlining is a development by the 
application of a small burner, which does not, however, to any 
extent improve matters. 

The next step is the application of a small glass globe above the 
burner, the glass globe being frequently coloured. 

By this means gas can certainly be made an effective illuminant, 
as long as plain straight work is done; but here, again, the moment 
decorative devices are used I do not consider the effect at all good. 
In fact, it ів most tawdry, ав many will remember who saw the last 
Jubilee illuminations at the Bank and Mansion House. 

Lastly, as far as gas is concerned, comes the very popular appli- 
cation of ordinary gas jets behind crystal emblems. These crystal 
emblems are essentially national, and are scarcely met with any- 
where else outside England, and I must say that their application 
in certain directions can be made highly artistic; but here, again, 
the moment simplicity is left for complicated designs nothing but 
ugliness results. 

Before leaving this question of gas illumination, I should like to 
trace & walk I took down some of the main thoroughfares of the 
West End on the occasion of the King's Birthdav of November 9th 
last. I wish I had made my notes more detailed, but I had no 
idea of this lecture impending, and I really only made notes for my 
own private information. 

The route I took was from the Langham Hotel, Portland Place, 
down Regent Street to Piccadilly Circus, along Piccadilly to Bond 
Street, up Bond Street to Oxford Street, along Oxford Street to the 
Marble Arch and down Park Lane and Grosvenor Place to Victoria 
Street. Then, passing Westminster Abbey, I went up Whitehall, 
the home of the great public offices, along Pall Mall, finishing with 
St. James’s Street. 

The Langham Hotel had nothing to show. 

The Queen's Hall was similarly a mass of darkness. 

The Polytechnic was a void, and looking up and down Mortimer 
Street I caw nothing. The first star I saw was over Messrs. Wyon's 
(No. 287), and that was an ordinary small gas star. Messers. Lobb 
(No. 296) bad a simple E.R. Мов. 292 and 280 had a plain line of 
lights. This was all the illumination I found north of Regent 
Circus. 

The actual Regent Circus was in darknese, but Messrs. Jay's had 
a very big, ugly, although very ambitious, gas-jet display facing 
Regent Street. It was supposed to be emblematical, but, as the 
lights were being constantly blown out, the whole appearance of 
this device was most restless. 

Opposite Messrs. Verrey’s there was an E.R. 

Messrs. Swears & Wells had an exceedingly vulgar kind of 
whirligig crystal display with balls and stars moving automatically. 
I assume this was supposed to be something novel, but its taste was 
execrable. 

Messrs. Lewis & Allenby had з badge ; Messrs. Brooks and Messrs. 
Vickery's likewise sported badges. 

At No. 146, Messrs. Rowlands & Fraser sported a gas star and an 
E.R., whilst Messrs. Carrington, No. 130, were satisfied with a 


ge. 

The device of Messrs. Scott Adie was the first of any artistic 
pretentions. This comprised a large tbistle design worked out in 
crystals backed by gas jets, and in colouring and effect it was 
certainly as good as anything could be in this crystal work. 

The Goldsmiths’ Company had a tiny little electrical badge or 
frame surrounding the King's head, rather pretty in itself, but in- 
significant. The main merit of this badge lay in the fact that it 
was the first electrical device I had come across all the way down 
Regent Street, and hence aspired towards some degree of novelty. 

Mesers. Johnson, the hatters, sported a badge, and, I believe, three 
gas stars. | 

The new Imperial Restaurant, which had just been fitted up, had 
a couple of very common badges and a crown, looking remarkably 
crude against the elaborate picture which they had recently 
erected. 

I now come to Piccadilly Circus. 

The Criterion sported some gas flares on the roof, and the whole 
front of Messrs. Swan & Edgar could only boast of a single badge, 
whilst looking down Lower Regent Street, as faras I could see, [ 
found that Messrs. Elkington were the only firm with an attempt at 
display, and they only had a badge. 

Turning down Piccadilly, and going westwards, I found badges 
in front of Messrs. Grant (No. 23), Dobbie (No. 198), Benoist (No. 
36), Sotheran'& Co. (No. 37), and Lincoln Bennett & Co. (No., 40), 


i 


25 badge of the last-named being a little more ambitious than the 
others. К. | 

Messrs. Woodrow (No. 46) had an E.R.; Messrs. Hatchard (No. 
187) a star. | 

At the corner of Bond Street and Piccadilly, Messrs. Scott, the 
генен, had a badge іп gas, and some small lamps over the shop- 

ront. | 

Turning . northwards up Bond Street, I eaw that Messrs. 
Grunebaum & Sons (No. 45), and Messrs. Stewart & Co. (No. 46) 
had badges; Messrs. Hill (3 and 4) a gas scar; Mesers. Hummel 
(No. 6) an E.R., and Messrs. Mitchell’s Library were rather more 
ambitious, for they had a motto, God save the King," a star and a 
line of lights over their shop-frontin gas. At No. 20, Messrs. Clark 
had an E.R. and a badge. 

Messrs. Barker (No. 5, New Bond Street) had ‘a semi-circular 
device in gas lamps, Messrs, Henry Lewis & Co. (No. 172) a gas 
star, Messrs. Morris & Co. (No. 22) a badge, whilst Messrs. 
Callaghan & Co. (No. 23) had outlined their shop facia, provided an 
E. and R., and also four stare, the whole making a very creditable 
display in gas-light. Messrs. Cadbury, Pratt & Co. (No. 24) had a 
badge with some thistles in ordinary gas lights. At No. 151 there 
was a badge, and Messrs. Grove & Co. (No. 150) had a star. 

Mesars. Savory & Moore (No. 143) had an outline over their shop 
facia with a sun in the centre, and a crown above this, and E.R. on 
each side, while Messrs. Johnson, the hatters, had a slight outline 
and a star. 

This was the total of the Bond Street display, that home of the 
warrant-holders. 

Oxford Street to Marble Arch was pitiable, such great establish- 
ments as that of Marshall & Snelgrove, with a splendid front, simply 
appearing as a mass of darkness. 

Messrs. Squire (413) alone had a creditable display, a novel one, 
namely, a large electrical badge, E.R.L, very cleverly designed, and 
of high artistic merit for this kind of work; the badge was a great 
deal larger than those usually found, the colour scheme was good, 
and the whole in good proportion to the building. 

Nos. 425 and 456 were the only others I noticed with lights, and 
these were gas-lights. No. 465 had, I believe, an electrical E.R., 
but of tbis I am not sure. 

All the way down Park Lane was a mass of darkness, and I hear 
that South Audley Street and Mount Street were practically the 
same. 

The first creditable display in this part of the West End, as far . 
as private houses are concerned, was Apsley House, the Duke 
of Wellington’s, which had a large motto in gas, “God save 
the Queen." 

Grosvenor Place was a mass of darkness, also the property all 
round Victoria Station; and Victoria Street, the home of so many 
Colonial offices, only had a few R's. and a crown. 

The only big display in Victoria Street was that of the Electric 
Lighting Boards Company along the front of Grosvenor Mansions, 
where the balconies were very carefully outlined in garland fashion, 
and some very large E.R.’s, crowns, and stars had been grouped on 
the facade, the colouring being in good taste. : 

At the end of Victoria Street comes the square which во 
incongruously has Westminster Abbey on one side and the 
Aquarium on the other. The Aquarium bad some tawdry outline 
work and some E.R.’s in gas, plain and vulgar. | 

Whitehall had scarcely anything, although the Admiralty had 
gone to the length of a gas crown and an E.R. in leaves in the 
shape of old-fashioned gas jets. The entire Government offices 
were otherwise in a mass of darkness. 

Arriving at Trafalgar Square, I looked down Northumberland 
Avenue and found that the only effective design was that of the 
Constitutional Club, which had the words "For King and Con- 
stitution” and an E.R. on each side, and rather a neat club 
badge. | 

The Hotel Victoria had a primitive attempt in white wood stars 
with single incandescent lights hanging along the front, looking 
more like the endeavours of a fifth-rate music hall than those of a 
first-class hotel. 

The Metropole actually bad a few flares on the roof; the 
Avenue Theatre also had a few flares. 

Trafalgar Square was practically without any illuminations, but, 
going up Cockspur Street, I found that one of the shipping com- 
panies at No. 16 had a charming ship-badge with a crown above it 
in crystal with the picture of a ship in the middle, exceedingly well 
and tastefully done, ore of the few attempts at really artistic 
work. 

Pall Mall East had а few R's. and stars in gas. 

The whole Carlton Hotel block only showed a crystal badge. 
This badge was in better colour than these generally made, but was 
rather poor for so large a block. | 

No. 7, Pall Mall, the headquarters of the Electric Lighting 
Boards, had outlined its windows with electric lights, and had a 
large crown at the top of & semi-circular window and the words 
„Edward the VII." 

I then reached the heart of Pall Mall Clubland, but I am sorry to 
say that I could find nothing novel here, for the whole of Pall Mall 
had practically nothing else but the usual gas-flares. Here I should 
perhaps add that gas-flares themselves, if placed at regular in- 
tervals along an entire thoroughfare, are exceedingly effective and 
dignified, but to find them only here and there on an otherwise black 
street has a depressing effect, and savours rather of the special 
illuminations of an asphalting or road-making company, when they 
do night work with the assistance of naphtha lights. 

The final stretch I took was up St. James's Street. Here the 
Thatched House Club had flares, Nos. 73 and 8 had stars, and a few 
of the clubs had badges. Chubbs had made some attempt at gas 
display, an E.R. flanked by two circles centred by a crown. 
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The Royal Societies Club had some flares, Briggs a couple of 
stars, Bootles Club an E.R. and a star, and Brooks an E.R. and a 
crown. 

The New University Club had some fiares, Hooper’s a badge and 
Thomas's a small outline. ‚ 

Devonshire Club апа White’s sported a badge and star re-, 
spectively. 

Fortunately, the finale of my round was a pleasant one, for I 
found that Messrs. Heath, the hatters, had a charming electrical 
Union Jack, which, I understand, had been specially made up by 
their own workmen, and which was placed over the corner entrance. 
This flare, which, I believe, really bails from America in design, 
was a thoroughly artistic and well-made device of great effect, and 
was certainly the best individual device on the whole route. 

The second item with which I closed my round was Devonshire 
House, which had its walls outlined with gas, and had some E. Rs. 
and a crown, but I may tell you that, speaking generally, I went 
home very depressed as to the taste displayed on the King's first 
birthday celebration. 


Now, from, all this, you will see, with what I have already 


indicated above, that, as far as gas illuminations are concerned, 
the plain outlining or the plain star are all that I can recommend. 

As far as the crystal device is concerned, the plain badges are by 
far the most effective, such badges as that in front of the P. & O. 
Office, in Cockspur Street, or some of the plain badges with the 
Imperial Crown above being far above anytbing in the more 
elaborated designs. The moment any tawdry attempts are made at 
whirligigs or the like, or the outlining of heraldic devices, nothing 
but failure results. | 

Now, when moving down these thoroughfares, the one thing that, 
of course, struck me most was the absence of electric lighting 
appliances. In all electricity had only been used at points, i.e., at 
the Goldsmiths’ Company, at Squires’, in Victoria Street, and at 
No. 7, Pall Mall, the E. L. B. offices. 

Well, gentlemen, this really was something very mesgre, and on 


looking into the question, I found the following, namely, firstly, | 


that Londoners are too conservative to leave gas for electric light 
easily ; secondly, that the electric power companies in London do 
not seem to have quite grasped the possibilities by which they could 
make money, and by which they could probably induce their 
customers to regularly illuminate by electric light. instead of gas. 
The public certainly considered the few electrical devices it saw as 
superior to what was being done in gas or oil lamps—that is to say, 
the public expressed itself so frequently, and the Press spoke in 
this manner. As far as the Victoria Street decorative scheme in 
particular was concerned, the only large electrical scheme I saw 
certainly created quite a mild sensation. 

But we must, of course, remember that the illuminations on the 
King's birthday were trivial in the extreme compared with any 
iluminations one would find in connection with a similar event in 
any foreign country, or, asa matter of fact, in our own Colonies 
where electric light has already been used with great effect. We 
must also not forget that the Scotsman is already ahead of us, for the 
main buildings of the Glasgow Exbibition were outlined last 
summer in the best possible style. 

But the great difficulty in outlining buildings with electricity in 
places like London, where labour is dear, has been one of cost. 
Then the time taken in fixing, and the necessity, as a rule, of keep- 
ing to straight line work, form certain drawbacks. 

ow, with the impending invasion of the E.L.B. system brought 
forward by the Electric Lighting Boards Company, the question of 
expense, the question of time of fixing, and the question of keep- 
ing to straight lines has been overcome, whilst what is far more 
important, those getting out their decorative schemes are not bound 
to give points in fixing their lights, but can fix their lights wherever 
they like, and extract and refix their lights at will and without 
difficulty. Thus, given a straight line of cornice, it may suit the 
designer to space his lights 2 ft. apart; but on seeing the effect on 
rehearsal night, he considers the lights too close together. He 
thereupon simply removes his lights and fixes them in 2 ft. 6 in. 
apart. This meets with any system requiring lampholders tied to 
, given points. Similarly, he may not wish to have a straight line ; 
he may simply wish to festoon his work, twine his cables around 
columns. He is quite at liberty to do so, for he ean simply unroll 
his flexible cable off its drum, twine it around anything he likes, 
festoon, garland, and prick in his lamps wherever he chooses, 
moving them, if the effect does not please him, until he gets right 
proportions, right distances, &c., and can give full play to his 
imagination. 

The great difficulty of artistic illumination has always been the 
design and the comparatively large cost involved in changing the 
design. All this can now be avoided. 

Again, given an electric lighting board, the proud possessor can 

change his motto, his device, his sentiment at will, by changing 
his letters, pricking them in wherever he likes. An ardent Liberal 
who has said “Bravo, C.-B.” one night, can put up “ Bravo, 
Rosebery " on the next, if he so wishes, without extra cost. 
What can be done in the way of artistic illumination with the 
assistance of these appliances, may be seen from the experience 
gained in France, the most artistic loving country in the world. 
Here we find that when the Czar arrived at Compicgne, and the 
public authorities wished to do something for him extraordinarily 
well, and show him something novel, they immediately got hold of 
these new appliances, and decorated no less than two miles of 
streets with them in a festoon pattern. 

When an art-loving country like France takes up immediately an 
invention only a few months old, and applies it with high artistic 
merit, there must be something in it. 

What happened at Dunkerque and Compiègne last summer at the 
time of the Czar’s visit has been repeated again and again in that 


light-loving country, one of the principal demonstrations of late 
being at the Hotel-de-Ville of Ste-Etienne early in January. But, 
more recently, the great Victor Hugo oelebrations of last week, 
when a mass of illuminations on the same.artistic principles were 
utilised, showed what could be done. | 

[Мт. Sachs thereupon, with the aid of illustrations, went on to 
describe the various decorative schemes that lent themselves 
particularly to electric lighting, and dealt at some length with the 
various illumination echemes on the Continent, at Toronto, and 
Montreal, in connection with the visit of the Prince and Princess of 


Wales last Autumn. 


Mr. Sachs then went on to show the easy application of the 
Electric Lighting Boards’ speciality for artistic illumination 
schemes, and demonstrated the easy adaptability of the system for 

rapid temporary work. 

For the purpose of demonstrating the application of the Electric 
Lighting Boards’ system, a number of valuable and highly-artistic 

designs prepared by Mr. Haite, president of the Society of 
Designers, were shown, several of them having been worked out in 
materials by Mrs. Hart. 

Mr. Sachs closed his lecture by referring to the possibilities of 
uniform decorative schemes for districts like the City of London, 
Bt. James’s Street, Pall Mall and Whitehall. ] | 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


CONSUMERS' INSTALLATIONS. 
By Mask RupprEe, Member. 
(Abstract of Paper read at Dublin, March 20th, 1902.) 


In whatever form the consumer may desire to make use of the 
supply, the installation of the apparatus requisite for the conversion 
of electrical energy into light, heat, or motive power, ‘should be on 
the most efficient lines, both as to convenience and economy in 
working, and should be so carried out as to be free from all danger 
to life or property from any cause. Sets of rules for thie purpose 
are plentiful as blackberries in autumn, though scarcely giving 
such universal satisfaction. 

The most satisfactory set of rules yet published is that of this 
Institution, dated 1897, and witha little revision to bring them 
thoroughly up-to-date (more especially in the clauses dealing with 
motive power and heating) they would probably meet all the 
requirements absolutely necessary as a matter of precaution, if оп] 
a universal agreement to adopt them could be come to by all 
parties. | 

It seems scarcely reasonable that the representative body of the 
electrical engineering profession should not be recognised as being 
best qualified to take an impartial view of the requirements of the 
industry as a whole. I think, therefore,, that the time has now 
arrived when this Institution should make a determined effort to 
have itself recognised by the Board of Trade and the industry at 
large, as the official referee and arbiter of the safety conditions 
necessary in consumers’ installations generally. The present in- 
definite state of things should not be permitted to exist, in the 
interest of all parties. | ; 

It is manifestly incumbent on the chief engincer of the supply 
station to see that ths conditions under which consumers use their 
supply sball be such that misuse by one shall not prejudicially affect 
апу other consumer, and that if used legitimately the arrangements 
and work shall be such that the consumer gets as full beneficial use 
as possible of the energy for which he pays. He cannot, however, 
accomplish this alone; he must have the confidence and cordial 
co-operation of the gentlemen acting as intermediaries between the 
distributing system and the actual user, for without such mutual 
confidence and co-operation the most equitable and best-intentioned 
sets of rules will be rendered a dead letter. 

While recognising to the full the ability and integrity of the 
majority of installation contractors, it is unfortunately true that 
irresponsible and unreliable persons frequently succeed in securing 
orders for wiring premises without understanding the full engi- 
neering responsibility they assume. It is a lamentable state of 
things when the possession of a brass name-plate and a printed bill- 
head is to be deemed sufficient to entitle a person to rank equally 
with the oldest members of the profession in the eyes of the un- 
sophisticated public. | 

A stringent set of wiring regulations forms a partial protection 
by setting a high standard of work, but only partial, for the supply 
station inspector cannot possibly overhaul concealed carelessness in 
workmanship and material in every instance, and the art of pre- 
paring for the official test is now developed to a fine degree by the 
cheap wireman. 

In my opinion, it is imperative that steps should be taken by all 
gections of the electrical engineering profession to bring this 
anomalous injustice before the Board of Trade, and to demand that 
a system of official registration should be established before any 
person should be entitled to act as a contractor with respect to 
premises supplied from public distributing mains, and that such 
licence to practice should be conditional upon the loyal observance 
of the standard of work set up by some officially recognised set 
of rules. 

In the meantime, I think there are some points upon which & 
general agreement may be arrived at between supvlv authorities 
and installation contractors, and I suggest the following for your 
consideration: ; | 
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1. That before a wiring contract be accepted application should 


be made to the supply authority in order that the scope and: 


character of the supply may be mutually agreed upon, with a 
view to avoid the friction which sometimes arises when the installa- 
tion ів complete before the station is notified, the result being that 
in some cases an undesirable drop in pressure is manifest, owing to 
the excessive and unforeseen demand. This is specially necessary 
in multiple-wire distribution, where the loads on the cables should 
be as evenly balanced as possible. E 

2. The supply authority’s fuse box should be regarded in its true 
aspect as being essential for the protection of both the consumer 


and the general system against accidental disturbance or misuse of 


the supply, and should never, under any circumstance, be inter- 
fered with by other than the authorised officials of the station. To 
this end the consumer's main fuses ehould be of lower carrying 
power than those provided by the supply authority, and should 
never be increased withont first having received the official assent 
and being notified that the authority’s fuses have been propor- 
tionately strengthened. | 

3. That in the process of wiring it should be agreed that the con- 
sumer's main switch should be fixed next to the supply authority's 
fuse box, followed by the consumer’s main fuses, and that con- 
tractors should carefully arrange that provision is made for the 
meter being placed in a dry accessible position, where iv will be 
reasonably secure from accidental damage, and enable the consumer 
to conveniently check the readings when he desires to do so. 

4. That in the selection of the insulating covering of the wires 
and cables more attention should be paid to securing a lasting 
quality of material than an abnormally high insulation tert, as the 
latter test is not a guarantee of permanence in all cases. 

5. That under no circumstances should “combination” gas and 
electric light fittings be used, even with the so-called “insulating 
socket. | , 

6. That no wood casing be used under flooring, or anywhere, 
except for surface work, and that no fuses should be concealed or 
placed where they cannot be easily inspected and renewed. If 
fuses are to be regarded as a protection at all, they must not require 
the use of ladders to get at them, or it will be found that the fuse 
will be so strengthened in order to avoid the trouble of renewing, 
that ite protective powers will be destroyed. 

7. The question of current density, or drop in volts allowable, 
should, I think, be looked at in a broader sense than is sometimes 
done. An excessive drop gives dissatisfaction to the supply station 
and the consumer, especially when the lamps have been in use for 
300 or 400 hours, and I scarcely think the small saving effected 
in the average installation is worth the annoyance that always 
results; and if it were pointed out to the consumer that this initial 
saving entailed a perpetual waste of energy, he would probably be 
the first to object. With a properly designed system of distributing 
centres, much trouble may be avoided, and I strongly recommend 
that the maximum drop should not exceed 1 volt, nnder ordinary 
circumstances, where the lighting is fairly dense. Where long, 
narrow rooms have to be wired, and the supply terminals are 
brought in at one end, a better average pressure will result if the 
main cables are carried to the centre of the run, and the lamps fed 
backward and forward from this point. 

8. The wiring for arc lamps should be on a liberal scale as to 
current density, as, owing to occasional failures in the lamp mechan- 
ism, the cables may have to carry heavy increases of current for a 
time, whicb, without actually causing immediate faults, must cer- 


tainly have a deteriorating effect upon the insulating material, and 


it is advisable to enclose the leads for arc lamps, motors, and similar 
variable current-consuming devices, in iron tubing, or other non- 
inflammable conduit. Where devices for reducing the supply 
pressure are necessary, transformers are much to be preferred to 
choking coils, being more efficient, less liable to give trouble, and 
more easily adapted to give a uniform distribution of energy to 
several circuits. 

9. It should not be permitted to instal motors of over 4 H.P. 
unless provided with properly-designed and effective starting 
mechanism, so that the motor cannot be switched on or off, except 
through resistance coils. These should be quite independent of any 
regulators for permanently altering the speed of motors, as the 
latter, having to be in circuit for long periods, require a larger 
margin of safety with regard to the maximum temperature rise 
allowable. | 

In conclusion, I desire to emphasise the necessity for the 
generating and distributing plant being kept in as full use as 
possible, if it is desired that the public should be able to procure a 
supply of electrical energy at a low price, or to use the usual term, 
the “ load-factor " of the station must be as high as possible. 

Engineers and contractors may do their utmost in designing and 
constructing the most perfect engineering installation, but the price 
at which the energy can be sold mainly depends upon the nature 
and duration of the demand. 

This is quite obvious when it is considered that 80 per cent. of 
the cost of production and distribution is incurred in the ''stand-by 
charges," or the amount necessary to keep the mains charged with 
energy, ready to be drawn off at the consumer's will, and that the 
" running," or production cost of continuing to supply the actual 
demand is only the remaining 20 per cent. of the total cost, so that 
the longer a consumer keeps his lamps in use, the lower 1s the cost 
to the station of supplying him. 

In order to guard against serious loss in the case of undesirably 
short use of the supply, it is generally arranged that the maximum 
demand of each consumer for one hour daily is charged at the 
highest price per unit that is allowed by the provisional order, 
which is, in the majority of cases, 7d. per unit, and all consumption 
after the first hour’s use is charged at a much lower rate, varying 
from 3d. to 1d. per unit, and the resultant average price for varying 


number of hours’ use daily very fairly agrees with the actual cost of 
production. 

To secure the full benefit of a sliding scale is sometimes a puzzle 
to the average consumer, who is apt to regard electric light as a 
luxury, and, as such, confines its use to the shop windows or the 
principal dwelling rooms, and considers it would be too expensive 
to use in basements or dark places, where gas flares away during 
long hours, not being aware of the fact that 10 lamps burning for 
10 hours a day can be supplied at a much lower cost than 100 lamps 
in use for only one hour a day, although the total consumption of 
energy is the same in both cases. 

This subject has been so fully treated in Mr. Arthur Wright’s 
recent paper, that I will confine my remarks to pointing out the 
great opportunities open to installation contractors, when surveying 
the premises of intending consumers, of pointing out the advantages 
of using electric lamps in place of gas in those parts of the premises 
where artificial lighting is required for long periods, and thereby 
assisting the consumer to reduce the cost of lighting in parts 
where it is only required occasionally, or for short periods daily. 

The problem of arranging а consumer's installation is generally 
regarded as a simple matter, but, in my opinion, after 21 years’ 
experience, i& demands considerable ability and technical know- 
ledge to carry it out upon the most efficient and economical lines. 


THE GERMAN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
INDUSTRY. 


THE CONTINUED DECLINE IN DivipENDS.— FUTURE 
PROSPECTS UNCERTAIN. 


Tue continuation of the general industrial depression in Germany 
is still reflected by the financial results of the numerous electrical 
undertakings engaged in the manufacturing brauches in that 
country. This is demonstrated either by a reduction in the 
amounts of the dividends or by the schemes of reorganisation 
which have been rendered necessary in consequence of the mistakes 
of the past, unless further company liquidations are to teke place. 
Even the consumption of copper shows the course of the economic 
decline, as the total quantity used amounted to 89,548 tons as com- 
pared with 116,900 tons in 1960, 102,618 tons in 1899, and less in 
previous years. Тһе actual consumption for electrical purposes is 
estimated at 28,000 tons against 43,000 tons in 1900. Some of the 
German electrical companies have entertained sanguine anticipa- 
tions respecting the application of electric traction to the working 
of railways in the near future; but their expectations have been 
somewhat damped by the announcement recently made by the 
Minister for Railways that as a result of the operation of the 
experimental electric train on the Wannsee railway, it bas been 
found that the system is too costly! It appears that the train bas 
been sandwiched between trains hauled by steam lucomotives, 
which are reported to travel as slowly as possible. If this be 
correct, little wonder need be manifested at the failure of the 
electric train, which affords a striking contrast to the high-speed 
trials on the military railway between Zossen and Marienfeld, 
because it cannot have been given a fair test under the circumstances. 
Nevertheless, the train on the Wannsee line is to be subjected to 
further experiments; but if the ваше conditions prevail in the 
future as in the past, the results will probably be equally dis- 
couraging. 

The Union Electricity Company, of Berlin, which had a capital 
of £150,000 in 1896, increased it to £900,000 in 1898, and £1,200,000 
in 1900, at which amount it remained last year. Having been 
successful in paying dividends at the rate of 12 per cent. in each 
of the three years which ended in 1898, the distribution declined 
to 10 per cent. in 1899 and 1900, and a further diminution to 6 per 
cent. is indicated in the report which has just been issued for 1901. 
The reduction in the dividend is mainly attributed to the 
depreciation of the value of the company's investments; but as 
these are booked at £509,500, as compared with £529,500 in 1900, 
auother explanation would appear feasible. For instance, the gross 
profits earned last year amounted to £179,100 as against £260,706 in 
1900, being a diminution of £81,606, notwithstanding that the 
expenditure only increased by £1,100. After providing £48,403 
for depreciation as compared with £54,873 in 1900, the net profit 
of £75,000 as against £139,780 allows of the payment of a dividend 
of 6 per cent., the balance forming the remuneration of the directors 
and the carry forward. Although the amount written off for 
depreciation is less than in the previous year, it represents 2 per 
cent. on buildings, 20 per cent. on stock, 25 per cent. on tools, 
50 per cent. on transmission appliances and utensils, and the whole 
of the cost of accessory tools, patterns, establishment furniture, &c. 
The company's report mentions that the machinery equipmeut of 
the works was further improved during the year, which facilitated 
the development of new types of direct and alternating current 
generators, and the works were well employed throughout the 
twelve months. Among other machiuery, the company constructed 
dynamos and motors of a total output of 126,030 н р. as compared 
with 98,000 н.р. in 1900, and 96,300 н.р. in 1899; and 1,071 motor 
cara were delivered as against 1,062 cars in the preceding yeay, 
whilst orders for 663 motor cars are nlready in hand for the current 
period. The report refers to the delivery of a 1,000-xw. direct 
current generator for Shetlield, and states that rotary current plant 
of 7,500 H.P. is being built for the Brussels Tramways, aud & 
generating station of 5,000 н.р., together with 250 motor cars, is 
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being equipped for the Anglo-Argentine Tramway Company at 
Buenos Ayres. Other large orders are being executed for tramways, 
power transmission, and mining works, and the report therefore 
-baraeterises the prospects for the present year as satisfactory. 

The Allgemeine Electricitäts Gesellschaft, of Berlin, is reported 
to have formed & company with a capital of £25,000, which is 
eventually to be increased to £250,000, for the purpose of rendering 
financial assistance to patentees in the development of their inven- 
tions. It also proposes to constitute an electric supply company in 
‘Vienna, with a capital of 500,000 kronen, which may be advanced to 
1,000,000 with the sanction of the shareholders. The object of the 
new company is to organise the sales branch of the A.E.G. іа 
Austria. The exploitation of the Slaby-Arco system of wireless 
telegraphy, which has been undertaken by the Berlin company, has 
xesulted in the receipt of orders from tbe United States Navy 
Board for the supply of two double sets of apparatus, which are to 
be tested both on land and at sea. In this manner the system, 
which has been tested with satisfactory results in competition with 
the Braun method at Kiel, will be brought into rivalry with the 
Marconi appliances in the United States. The compauy has also 
paid £15,000 for a license to manufacture turbines. This 
apparently relates to the Parsons syatem, for the working of which 
a German company was formed several months ago, although, in 
*his case, the turbines are to be constructed exclusively for marine 
p ses. 


e Schuckert Company, of Nuremberg, which passed ita dividend - 


forthe financial year 1900— 1901, announced towards the end of 
` March that it was not іп а position to give any definite information 


concerning the working results for the current period ; but that in. 


view of the general economic situation, the coursé of business may 
be regarded as satisfactory. "This statement is apparently intended 
as а reply to а recent rumour that no distribution will be made for 
this year. As far as the negotiations with the Allgemeine E. 
Gesellschaft, of Berlin, for the establishment of a community of 
interests, or the amalgamation of the two undertakings are con- 
cerned, representatives of the Schuckert Company have now returned 
the visit of inspection paid a short time ago by officials of the 
A.E.G., and have obtained the information desired respecting the 
Berlin works. Notwitbstanding the various rumours relating to the 
position of affairs, including the report that the fusion of the two 
companies is contemplated, on the basis of an exchange of seven 
shares of the Nuremberg Company for five shares of the Berlin 
Company, it appears that the scheme, whatever form it may 
eventually assume, is still in a preliminary stage. Whilst referring 
to the Schuckert Company, it should be mentioned that the Reichs- 
gericht bas just settled an important patent action concerning alter- 
nating electricity meters. The nominal parties to the proceedings 
were Raab and Belfield, but the real ownersof the patents in dis- 
. pute are the Schuckert Company and the British Westinghouse 
Company. The judgment of the Reichsgericht is that the Belfield 
patent is dependent upon that of Raab, and as a consequence, the 
British Westinghouse Company is prevented from introducing into 
Germany any Shallenberger meters of the alternating current type 
which are made either in England or the United States. 

The first annual report of Hartmann & Braun, of Frankfort-on- 
Maine, whose business was formed into a company last June under 
an agreement which became operative as from the beginning of 
January of the same year, refers in detail to the constitution of the 
company, which has a share capital of £85,000 and a loan debt of 
£35,000. It points out that, owing to the unfavourable situation of 
the electrical engineering industry, the extent of the company's 
business of manufacturing magnetic and electrical measuring in- 
struments was less than under the former ownership in the previous 
year, and that reductions in prices were necessary in some respects 
without the possibility of lowering wages. The working profits 
amounted to £46,211, and the net profits to £10,955. Itis proposed 
to make a distribution at the rate of 8 per cent. on the share capital 
for the year. During the period the company, apart from foreign 
patente, obtained 12 German patents and registered 43 trade marks, 
whilst applications have been submitted in regard to 19 other pro- 
posed patents. These inventions refer partly to apparatus which 
has become necessary for the electrical industry, and the directors 
expect to find compensation in them for the decline in the sales of 
existing manufactures. 

The Bergmann Electricity Works Company, of Berlin, has a 
capital of £425,000, of which £125,000 consists of partly paid sbares. 
It is proposed to distribute for 1901 a dividend atthe rate of 17 
per cent. on the fally paid shares amounting to £300,000, as com- 
pared with 23 per cent. in the previous year, and 83 per cent. on 

the other shares. The year's operations resulted in a gross profit of 
£99,150, as against £99,753, and after writing off £22,476 for depre- 
ciation, as compared with £21,638, and making other allocations, 
the net profit allows of the payment of the before-mentioned divi- 
dend. The report states that the company has been successful in 
the first instance in the action brought against it by a shareholder 
in regard to the scheme of amalgamation and increase of capital 
which was sanctioned at the last general meeting. As the action has 
not been finally decided, it is still impossible for the company to 
offer the new shares to the former proprietors of the old Bergmann 
Company, although the dividend on these shares will be paid to 
them when the right of subscription is exercised in due courae. 

The report of the Voigt & Haeffner Company, of Frankfort-on- 
the-Maine, which was converted into a limited company two years 
ago, with a capital of £100,000, is far from being satisfactory. It 
states that as a result of the economic re-action, the competition 
cetween manufacturing firms became intensified, and under-selling 
took place among installation companies, with the result that the 
business of the company largely diminished. The gross profits from 
manufacturing operations reached £19,908, as compared with 
£27,771 in 1900, and the net profits amounted to £3,154 as against 


£11,918. It is proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 3 per 
cent., being a decline of 5 per cent. as compared with the preceding 
year. The report does not give any information concerning the 


. fature prospects of the undertaking. 


The Busch Electric Car Works Company, of Hamburg, which 
suffered heavily from the collapse of the Dresden Credit Anstalt and 
the Kummer Electrical Company over a year ago, has carried 
through the scheme of reorganisation which was sanctioned at the 


last general meeting, when a dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. 


was declared. As now constituted the company has a capital of 
£156,200, and the manufacturing profit for the year amounts to 
£3,676. This sum, together with the addifional payment of £50,000 
provided by the shareholders, the absorption of the reserve fund of 
£9,706, and other items, has enabled the company to write off 
£20,000 for depreciation of securities aud £19,400 off the debtor 
account, but, as will be uaderstood, no dividend payment is possible 
for the past year. As tothe course of business in the present year, 
the company states that the position of the undertaking is such 
that if the slight improvement noticeable in all ita branches con- 
tinues, an acceptable result may be expected from the economic 
method of working to which special attention is being devoted. 

The report of Max Schorch & Co., of Rheydt, states that the 
results for 1901 were considerably less favourable than in the 
previous year, in consequence of the rapid fall in the prices of raw 
materials, especially in regard to copper aud icon, although the 
stocks of manufactures were also reduced from the beginning of the 
financial period. After providing £3,243 for depreciation, there 
remaias a net profit of £5,623 for the year, as compared with £8,191 
in 1900, and out of this a dividend is proposed at the rate of 5 per 
cent., as against 8 per cent. in the preceding year. The report 
mentions various centralstations which have been, or are being, 
equipped by the company, and this fact, combined with the orders 
received from industrial works, is expected to lead to satisfactory 
results in the future, notwithstanding the depression in prices. 

The Voltohm Electricity Company, which has now removed from 
Munich to Frankfort-on-the-Maine, closed the year 1901 with a 
deficit of 24,302. It was proposed by the directors to extinguish 
the deficit by reducing the capital from £37,500 to £30,000, but the 
shareholders have refused to approve the arrangement on the ground 
that it is preferable to await the development of the business during 
the present year. The report states that a considerable sum had to 
be written off the stocks of copper in consequence of the unpre- 
cedented fall in the price of the metal, whilst at the same time the 
company's sales in the wire and cable department diminished, 
owing to the general restriction of output which became necessary 
ia the case of the various German works. It is, however, hoped to 
make this branch of the business profitable in the future. 

The Buchner Electricity Company, of Wiesbaden, points out that 
notwithstanding the general depression, both the extent of . the 
business transacted and the profits increased during 1901, the new 
railway department having specially falfilled the anticipations 
entertained in regard to it. Of the nominal capital of £37,500, the 
sum of £30,000 has already been paid. The net profits amount to 
£4,640, and it is proposed to distribute a dividend at the rate of 
7 рет cent., as in the previous year. The directors announce that 
the course of business this year ia entirely satisfactory. 

The directors of the Company for Electrical Industry, of 
Carlsruhe, whose financial year terminated last Juuc with a deficit 
of £6,643, have been engaged in the elaboration of a scheme of re- 
organisation in order to place the undertaking on a sound basis. 
It has now been decided to reduce the ordinary capital from 
£100,000 to £50,000 by writing off one-half of the total number of 
shares, and to make an issue of 5 per cent. preference shares to the 
extent of £100,000. In the event of £40,000 of the latter not being 
subscribed by the end of May, the scheme will become void and the 
company will be liquidated. 


THE STELJES TYPEWRITING TELEGRAPH. 


VIEWED generally, this apparatus does not appear to possess any 
striking points of novelty ; there are, and have been, other iustru- 
ments of a similar character which have done fairly good work, 
but have dropped out of use owing to their having been 
brought out before their time, or to their being mechanically defec-~ 
tive. • The Steljes apparatus is to outward appearance almost 
precisely similar to the A BC printing telegraph, designed 
30 years ago by the late Sir Charles Wheatstone and Mr. 
Stroh, an instrument, by the way, which contained certain 
mechanical movements of the most ingenious and beautiful 
character, which are fully described iu Patent Specification 
No. 2,172 of 1871. Tnis apparatus never came into extensive use, 
аз it unfortuaately did not possess that all-essential mechanical 
novement, without which no printing telegraph can possibly be 
successful, namely, the automatic zero setter. Since the invention 
of the latter, printing telegraphs have come into more or less exten- 
sive use, but they have not been employed to any great extent in 
connection with private telegraph systems. 

Mr. Steljes, working on suund mechanical principles, has within 
the last few years developed an apparatus which although, as before 
stated, possessing no outward striking points of novelty, is still the 
best designed instrument of the kind yet brought out. All the 
working parts have been properly proportioned and compactly 
arranged, so that high-speed working, combined with certainty of 
action, have been attained in a very satisfactory way. Asin the 
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Wheatstone-Stroh apparatus, magneto currente alone are employed, 
no batteries being required. 
The apparatus can be used on a telephone circuit, simultaneously 
with the working of the latter. | 
` As regards long-distance working, it may be mentioned that suc- 
cessful trials were made between London and Manchester on a 
telephone circuit, composed of 300 Ibs. copper to the mile, and on a 
similar circuit with 400 lbs. to the mile. A further test between 


STELJES TYPEWRITING TELEGRAPH. 


London and Glasgow, using super-imposing coils, gave perfect tele- 
phonic and telegraphic results. In this case a test was also made 
round the complete metallic circuit—a total distance of some 
900 miles. 

These tests were all made with the ordinary three-magnet 
generator, and there is no doubt that by increasing the number of 
magnets, a longer distance could be attained. For the working of 
the recorders, only 10 milliamperes of current are required. 

The general appearance of the apparatus, which should have a 
very extended employment, is shown by the illustration above. 

A large number of the instruments are in use, and can be hired 
from the Postmaster-General or the National Telephone Company, 
who will contract for their maintenance. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 
NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled saly for this journal by W. P. Taompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
genta, B29, igh Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. i 


7,111. “Improved double-pole electrical joint box.” J. G. Roy. March 24th. 


7,121.  Life-saving guard for electric motor, steam or cable cars." J. CARR.. 


March 24th. | 
7.125. d dera electrical ozonising and circuit - breaking apparatus.“ 
P. K. STERN. arch 24th. 


7,149. “Improvements in watt hour meters," THE British "THOMSON-: 


Hocston Company and Е. HoLDEN. March 24th. > 

7,150. “Improvements in methods of forming coils for electrical apparatus.” 
Tux British Tuomsox-Hovsron Company. (J. W. Lundskog.) March 24th. 
(Complete. ) 

7,151. ‘Improvements in electric arc lamps." THE British THOMSON- 
Hovston Company. (W. C. Fish.) March 24th. (Complete.) 

1,152. “ Improvements in electrical steering gear.” THE British THOMSON- 
HovsroN CouraNx . (М. W. Day.) March 24th. (Complete.) 

7,188. “Improvements in means for the control of electricully-driven re- 
versible roller mills." C. ILGN EH. March 24th. 

7,195. “Improvements in or relating to arc lamps; more especially of the 
type known as * projector’ arc lamps." С. OLiver. March 24th. 

7,201. '*An improvement in electrically-lighted portable time pieces.” 
Maprin & WEBB, LiMiTED, and W. E. SauNdpEnS. March 25th. 

7,203. Au electro-magnetic arrangement for turning points at tramway 
crossings and on the permanent way." J. McKeunan. March 25th. 

7.207. “Improvements in and relating to the working of electric or other 
tramway or railway points." W. J. STEW AKT. March 25th. 

7,216. Improvements in pipes or conduits for electrical concuctore.’ 
G. C. HvrRRELL. March 25th. 

7,251. "Improvements in and connected with the manufacture of electric 
conductors for use as leading-in wires or strips in the manufacture of incar- 
descent electric lamps, vacuum tubes. and the like." S. CowrkEnm-Corrs and 
Tue Cowrknr-Corks INvenrioNs DEvELormES) Co, LIMITED. Магер Zóth. 


U 


ғ 


7,258. An improvement in holders for electric glow lamps." А. А. BENCE. 
March 35th. Ы " А 

7,260. “Improvements in and relating to electric incandescent lamps and to 
means fot connecting the same in eiectric circuits.” H. J. LEEVEa-JOHNSON. 
March 95th. 

71,814. “Improvements in armatures for electric motors." J.W.HAEUSSLER. 
March 96th. 

7,821. “Improvements in electric incandescent lamps.” 
March 26th. T 

7,822. “ Improvements relating to apparatus for testing telephone, telegraph» 
and the like lines.“ A. EcksTEIN and A. Brooker. March 206th. р 

7,828. “Improvements in etheric telegraphy.” TRE Всоттізн WIRELESS 
ELECTRIC SYNDICATE, LiMiTED, and W. JAMIESON. March 28th. 

7,824. “Improvements in etherio telegraphy.” Tur Scorrisn WIRELESS- 
ELECTRIC SYNDICATE, LiMITED, and W. JAMIESON. March 96th. 

7,848, “Improvements in coin-freed meters for gas and electricity." G. B. 
Вмттн and Е, W. Suizn. March 26th. | 

7,861. "Improved method of connecting continuous current motors to the 
supply network on starting.“ Siemens Bros. & Co., LrwiTED. (Siemens and 
Halske Aktien Gesellschaft.) March 26th. (Complete.) 

7,862. "Improvements in electric locking gear for railway signals.” . SiEMEXS- 
Bros. & Co., Limiteb, and L. M. G. FERREIRA. March 26th. 

7,863. Improved electrical resistance and the application thereof to a 
switch.” SIEMENS Bros. & Co., Liniten. (Siemens & Halske Aktien Gesell- 
schaft.) March 26th. 

7,870. “Improvements in electric cables.” J. Н. West. March 26tb. 

7,880. ‘Improvements in electric aro lamps." Е. Ркосток. March 261. . 

7,985. ‘‘ Improvements in electricity meters." С. О. Bastian. March 26th. 

7,401. ‘Improvements in and relating to tumbler and other switches and 
their terminals for electric lamps and power installations." Н. Hirst and 
Н. Bevis. March 27th, 

7,405. Improvements in conduits for electric cables and the like.” J. PLACE 
AND Sons and W. H. PLACE, March 27th. 

7,420. Improvements in and relating to electrical switches.“ G. SPERRYX 
and W.H. Woop. March 27th. 

7,447. “Improvements in electric transmission of power." Oris ELEVATOR 
Company, LixiTED. (Otis Elevator Company, Incorporated.) March 27th. 
(Complete.) 

7,477. “Improvements in the means for conveying railways and pipes апа 
пен leads through towns and populous districts." I. A TixMis. March 

7,487. “Improvements relating to systems of electric eat idi THE. 
BritisH THomson-Hovuston Company, LIMITED, and Н. 8. MEYER. arch 27th. 

7,810. ‘‘ Electric swing top." Т. E. Price and T. Price. March 29.h. 

7,528. “ Improvements in electrical switches.“ J. Томілмѕох, Н. Lomax апа 
R. Lomax. March 29th. 

7,590. “Improvements in or pertaining to electrio bead wkeeli" W. P. 
THompPpson, (La Compagnie de Mines de Brusy.) March 79th. 
= 7,592. “Improvements in or connected with telegraph transmitters." 
P. F. V. PEDERSEN and J. Timm, March 29th. 


G. HOoRk MAN. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 892, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, тов? iree, #8 
(in stamps). 


1900. 
4467. ""improvemedts in electric accumulator traction." B. M. Drake asd 
J. M. Gorham. Dated March 6th, 1900. E'ectric railways and tramways are 


worked with accumulators in parts where overhead conductors are not suitable. 
A separate truck carrying the accumulators is attached where required to 
supply current. This truck may be fitted with seats and a cover for the 
passengers. 2 claims. 


4,168. ''improvements in devices fer rapidly transmitting Iimpuisee of current.’”. 
L. Cerebotani and A. Stibermaan. Dated March 5th, 1900. Apparatus for trans- 
mitting impulses to line, &c., putting the line to earth between each such 
impulse, is constructed with two metal combs having their teeth intermeshing 
but not in contact. One comb is connected to the battery and the otber to 
earth. A metal atyle connected to line can be moved over the teeth, as desired, 
to send the required impplses to line. 1 claim. 


4,193. “Improvements in signal devices for telephone system.“ P. M. Justice. 
Dated March 5tb, 1900. An apparatus for repeating from the called station am 
audible signal, so that the calling station shall know that the called subscriber'a 
bell has rung. 9 claims. - 

„ “Anew or im time tus fer making and breaking telephonic 
Pl R. de La m Dated "March bth, 1900. Relates to coin-free@ 
detent and liberating mechanism for use in telegraph and telephone systems. 


8 claims. 

4,230. ente in electric gas fighters.” Н. D. Fitzpatrick. Dated 
March 6th, 1900. In electric torches for igniting gas, a dry battery, a switch and 
an iocandescing platinum wire, are supplemented by an incandescent electric 
lamp which eerves to illuminate the gas cock and burner while turning on and 
igniting the gas. 8 claims. 

4,248. ‘Improvements Іа switches or olroult breakers for bigh potential electric 
eirouits." British 1homeon-Houston Company, Limited. Dated March 6th, 1900. 
Switches for high potential circuits provided with means for minimising arcing: 
and for safety detaching the operative parts, Кс. 27 claims. 


4,262. ‘improvements in electric batteries and the methed for making elestrodes 
therefor.” P 


. A. Newton. Dated March 6th, 1900. Relates to secondary batteries 


of the kind described in Specification No. 19,809 д.р. 1899, in which the plates 
intermediate between the end plates of the battery are of different polarity on. 
opposite sides, and the invention consists, firstly, in making these plates of cne 
or preferably of a number of very thin р ) ler 
compressed by a platen press until their specific gravity is approximately that 
of sheet lead. Tne plates are applied face to face, and are arranged so thet. 
the specific gravity increases from the exterior to the interior. The invention 
also comprises the use of turf as an absorbent for the electrolyte of any primary 
or secondary battery. 22 claims. 


4,209. "improvements relating to the production of chlorine and caustic soda пг 
ether alkaline hydrate. and to apparatus therefor.” H. Н. Lake (Communicated. 
Dated March 6th, 1900. Relates to electrolytic means for obtaining alkalies 


and chlorine. 


4 287. “improvements in telephonic Interoommunication systeme." W. Aitken. 
Dated March 6th, 1900. Relates to a direct call or intercommunication system 
in which each subscriber has a series of jacks corresponding to all the other 
subscribers, and an answering jack having inner contacts by which the bell is 
in circuit when the instruments are not in use. The system is described for 
metallic or single line working with a central battery used for ringing only., or 
for both ringing and speaking. In a system of three» ubscribers connected by 
lines, the bell being attached to the inner contacts of the answering plugs and 
shunted by a resistance, a double-wound relay is connected at its middle point 
to one battery lead, the end terminals being connected to the auxiliary jack 
contacts and the differentially or single-wound inductance respectively The 
instruments are put to line either bv the relay operated by the calling ard 
replying connections or mechanically by inserting the plug. 8 claims, 
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A чо SAUL OF "n 


“And there fell from his eyes as it had. been 
scales: and he received sight forthwith.’ | 

Whilst the agencies by means of which a man’s conversion 
may be brought about are very diverse, there is no more 
hopeful sign in the sceptic than the wish to believe, · This 
state of mind is an almost certain prelude to a sound 
and lasting conversion to the trath, and there is no surer 
sign of the soundness of the change than’ that the convert 
should immediately preach to all the world his id 
acquired gospel. 

It is matter for congratulation and rejoicing, 9 5 
that Mabon,” the worthy Labour M. P. and spokesman for 
the Welsh miners, has returned from his visit to the States 
thoroughly cur.d of the prejudice which he, with others, 


had entertained against all labour-saving machinery: and, 


better still, he is now to be reckoned among its most ardent 


champions, prepared to co-operate with capitalist in pro- 


moting reforms, and in convincing the working man that the 
opposition to machinery is based on a pernicious doctrine 
and a most disastrous fallacy. 

A visit to the States is a wonderful eye-opener in many 
ways, and the money of those employers: who have sent 


workmen to study American labour methods, will be 
well spent if the men return as fully convinced as Mr. : 


of the utter and criminal 
as we know it in 


William Abraham, M.P., 
imbecility of the ** Newer Unionism," 
England. 


Through the false dcotrines hitherto taught by their . 
trusted labour leaders, it has become almost an article of faith | 
of the average trades unionist that labour-saving machinery . 


is his worst enemy, to be fought tooth and nail, and against . 


which he must defend his trade as he would shield his 
dearest child from a loathsome pestilence. 


Obviously, labour-saving machinery implies TUNE, pro- | 


duction with no direct increase in labour ; or, as the workcr 
prefers to regard it, the same output with a reduction in 


labour. 


of date, and the revised version should read.that trade 
and demand are conditional upon supply and cheapness of 


production ; and that the effect of machinery, by multi- 
‘plying the consuming power of the individual and the com- 
munity, is to incrcase the demand for labour as it. does the 


demand for goods. T EXT 
Practical illustrations are far more convincing to the 


worker than are theories of supply and demand, into wbich - 


so much sophism can be, and is, interwoven. The manager 
of a small engineering works, which we had occasion to.virit 


recently, is somewhat of an enthusiast in the matter of labs ur- 
A little while ago he was explaining to his : 


saving tools. 


“If that machine will turn out as much work as | 
two men, one of us will get the sack," is a not unnatural 
remark on the part of a workman imbued with the old- 


fashioned doctrine of supply and demand. j 
It is as yet only dimly appreciated that this 1 is out 
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leading hands an idea he had for reducing by 30 per cent. 


the time spent on а certain production. Oh no!" they 


said, “ you have gradually got the time down, till now it is 
at its absolute- minimum, and it is quite impossible to. do. 
any better.” Their idea—being trades unionists and piece 
workers—was that, if the labour could be reduced by 30 per 
cent., the number of hands, or the piece rate, might. also be 
reduced in the same proportion. The manager was prepared 
for this argument, and turning to the oldest hand, said :— 
* You сап remember that a few years ago, when we first 
began making these machines, the time put on each was 
four days; now it is three hours, and we turn out normally 
120 a week. How many, think you, shonld we turn oat if 
we still put four days’ time on each? Why, none at all, for 
you know, as well as I do, that we should have to close the 
works and pay you all off." And although this is rank 
heresy, judged by the gospel of the newer unionism, the 
men knew it to be the truth. 

* Mabon ” is particularly interested in coal mining, and 
he, doubtless, saw in the States the moet up-to-date applica- 
tions of machinery to this class of work, and obtained 
figures as to the proved cconomy in production. The sub- 
stitution of electrically-driven pumping plant for pumps 
driven by miles of wire rope, or by steam transmitted through 
hundreds of yards cf piping; the application of electric 
motors to hauling, winding, coal cutting, drilline, and the 
like, are matters which demand the serious attention of every 
enterprising colliery manager. 

We need not go so far as America in order to learn some- 
thing of the economics that have been cffccted by a judicious 
use of such machinery. In one instance in the North of 
England, an clectric pumping installation, costing £3,600, 
paid for itself in three years, that is to say, after allowing 
for interest and depreciation on the outlay, the costs of 
working were £1,200 per annum less than by the old 
method of wire-rope driving. In one of the North Wales 
Collieries, after trying electric haulage on a portion of the 
roads, the owners were so satisfied as to the cconomy, 
that they spent upwards of £14,000 on electric haulage 
alone. | 

Owing to the refusal of the miners in a Yorkshire 
colliery to agree to a rcasonable “ gettirg” price, electric 
coal-cutting machincs were introduced, resulting in an out- 
put of 6 tons per machine per day, as against 3] tons per 
man per day. The cost of 2з. 14d. per ton by band was 
reduced to 1s. 34d. by machine; a saving of 10d. a ton. As 
the output is about 800 tons a day, the annual extra output 
and saving in cost is casily calculated. In another colliery 
the cost of 2s. 8d. per ton by hand was reduced to 1s. 44d. 
per ton by machine. 

The machine got coal is more cubical in shape, has a 
better appearance, and commands a higher price, while there 
is a lower percentage of small than in coal got by hand. 
In the report on an installation of 16 machines, we read, 
“the coal-cutting portion of the outfit is paying at least 
50 per cent. on the original investment." 

jut the urgent necessity for the adoption of adequate 
machinery to enable Great Britain to compete with other 
count: ies in the industrial struggle, and to hold her own in 
the markets of the world, is but o.e of the principles to 
which our worthy labour champion bas Lecome а conveit. 
Another, and equally important one, is that of “ non- 


- unionist interference in the management. 


interference." It is useless to have machinery if its output 
is to be restricted by the meddlesome interference of trade 
unionist demagogues. 

The interference practised by British trade unionism is of 
two kinds, and has been the direct cause of the most dis- 
astrous and costly battles on record between employer and 
employed. One kind is the interference with a man who is 
noi in the ranks of unionism, and the other with the man 
who is. | 

In the former case it is sought to prevent him working at 
all, and in the latter to control his output. In other word, 
the unionists want to secure both the monopoly of labour 
and the works management. | 

So far as the engineering trades are concerned, it isto be 
hoped that the last strike settled these questions once and 
for all. The terms embodied in the sort of “Treaty of 
Peace" drawn up at the conclusion of the struggle have now 
had a trial of four years. These terms gave the masters the 
right to employ practically any man they chose, and to 
determine the conditions under which any machine tool 
should be worked. 

Although the “conditions” have been accepted and 
signed by the executive officials of the Masters’ Federation 
and the Allied Trades Unions, they have been practically re- 
jected by the men. The result of a ballot shows 9,714 votes 
for, and 16,568 against, the agreement. As, however, the 
total number of votes recorded is only onc-fourth the 
number of members, it is quite possible that the remaining 
apathetic three-fourths are not opposcd to the terms. 

So many instances of the tyrannical interference on the 
part of the A.S.E. members with non-union men have 
been already given, that it may be a case of supererogation - 
to cite another. Here, however, is an unusual one. An 
engineer, a first-rate man at his work, moved from one town 
to another. Having got a “start” in an enginecring works, 
he was soon accosted by a “delegate,” who wanted to се 
his ticket.“ J am not in the Union,” be said. Then 


pon can't work here.“ But your Union refuse to accept me, 


because I wcar glasses After much correspondence with 
headquarters, and a certificate from his last employers that 
his defective sight had not been detrimental to his work 
during the ycars he had been in their employ, this engineer 
was permilled to work on condition that he behaved in all 
respects ав a unionist, and complicd with union rules, 
although not permitted to become a member. That is, he 
had to put up with all the disadvantages, including strikes, 
of unionism, and participate in none of the advantages. 

As to the opposition to labour-saving tools and the 
restriction of output, volumes might be written. We know 
of a fitter who was reprimarded because he made a special 
chisel to do some chipping. He performed by this means 
in half a day what was reckoned by his unionist matcs a 
two days’ job. 

The present glass-workers’ strike is the result of trades 
There is no 
dispute as to wages or hours, the men having received a 
bonus, to which they were scarcely entitled, on the very 
morning on which they struck work. | 

If the conversion of “ Mabon ” hasthe effect of loosing the 
scales from the eyes of a few other.labour leaders, those 
blind leaders of the blind who have ahready wrought such 
mischief to the trade of the country, and such misery in the 
homes of the workers ; and if others, by his example, find how 
useless it is fur them to kick against the pricks, his visit to 
America will have far-reaching results, beneficial alike to 
employer and employed. 
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THE PHASE DISPLACEMENT OF ALTER- 
NATORS AND PARALLEL RUNNING. 


By Н. C. LEAKE, A. M. I. C. E. 


t 


(Concluded from page 544.) 


Ir now the applied torque fluctuates periodically, the 


angular velocity of the alternator will also fluctuate with the 
same periodic time, and consequently it is necessary to allow 
for the positive and negative torque required for accelerat- 
ing the fly-wheel and other rotating parts. In order to take 
this into account in a simple manner in the diagram, we will 


assume that the law of the fluctuation of the applied torque . 


is such that ф fluctuates with regard to time according to a 
sine law, the mean value of ф being 0 P corresponding to the 
torque о T. If there are p pairs of poles, it follows that 


(* Set) is at every moment the angle by which the 


rotating portions of the alternator are in advance of the 
position they would occupy if the rotation were uniform, 
which angle is called the instantaneous phase displacement 
as explained at the beginning of this article. It will, 
therefore, be seen that the abscissw in the diagram also 
represent, phase displacement to a different scale. 

Thus the angular acceleration of the rotating parts is 
1 4& | 
p ай’ 
e is represented by (o P + a sin 2 x n t), where n is the 
frequency of the fluctuation of the applied torque, then the 
u gular acceleration becomes 


2 42 2 „2 
„„ ne д (ф — OP). 
р р 


and if, in accordance with the above assumption, 


Consequently the torque, which has to be exerted by the 
prime mover in the direction of rotation in order to 
4227121 
„ (or), 
where 1 is the total moment of inertia. This inertia torque 
can be easily calculated, and is represented on the diagram 
by the straight line, с H, drawn through the point r. 16 
should be noted that the slope of this line is independent 
of the amplitude of the oscillation. For the purpose of 
this illustration, 16 has been assumed 

that the stored energy of the rotating 
parts is 3, 500 foot-tons at 98:8 
revolutions per minute, and that the 
periodic time of the fluctuation of 
torque is equal to the periodic time of 
the revolution. 

By adding the ordinates of the 
curves E F and G H we get the curve 
K L, which gives for every point in 
the oscillation the resultant torque 
which must be applied by the prime 
mover. 

If now the applied torque fluctuates 
between о т, and о T, the law of the 
fluctuation of torque being such that 
the fluctuation of ꝙ follows a sine law, 
then » must fluctuate between o P, and 
О P, the periodic time of the fluctuation 
of ф being, of course, the same as that 
of the applied torque. The corres- 
ponding values of the components of 
the fluctuating current are given by the 
intersection of ordinates at P, and P, | 
with the curves A в and c n. It will be convenient if we 


accelerate the fly-wheel, &c., is given by — 


give a special name to the amount of periodic fluctuation : 


in the electrical output of a set at a given mean load under 
the conditions assutned, so we shall term this ** the charac- 
teristic fluctuation of output.“ | 

If, instead of being in parallel with others, the set-is 
running alone on a load offering a constant torque, as is 
practically the case when it is running on a water resistance, 


then the same fluctuation of driving torque causes ф to 


-fluctuate between о х, and о х, where О М, = O MZ = 3 
(тїт). P Ni or P Nais what is commonly known as the 


maximum phase displacement of the set at this load, giving 


it the limited meaning as explained at the beginning of this 


article. Rt 

It is evident from the diagram that, when the slope of the 
resultant torque curve, K L, is less (in either direction) than 
the slope of the inertia line, d н, the actual maximum phase 
displacement of the set when running in parallel is greater than 
when running on a load offering a constant torqne. Since 
the slope of these curves depends on the moment of inertia 
selected, it follows that if the moment of inertia of the 
rotating portions of a generating set-e:rceeds a certain 


amount, the actual maximum phase displacement when 


running in parallel exceeds that when on a load effering 4 
constant torque. Moreover, if we consider the effect of 
varying the moment of inertia, we see that, as the resultant 
torque curve, K L, approaches the horizontal, the fluctuation 
of Ф, and consequently of angular velocity aud оѓ. current, 
also become very large. For every set there is thus a 
critical value of the moment of inertia, depending on the 
periodic time of the fluctuation of driving torque, such that 
the characteristic fluctuation of. output becomes very large, 
and such that the conditiong can be improved either by 
reducing or by increasing the moment of inertia. - 

In view of the above conclusions, the author maintains 
that the usual method of proportioning the moment of 
inertia of the rotating parts of generating sets does not reet 
on a correct, theoretical basis, and that the action of a set 
when on a load offering a constant torque cannot be a correct 
guide to its action when in parallel with others. 

А few remarks may now be passed on the assumptions 
which have been made. It has been assumed that the 
curves A B, C D, and E F, hold at every instant during the 
oscillation, but this is not strictly correct, since these curves 
relate to one particular speed, Hence the calculation must 
be considered as correct only when the oscillations are small, 
and the diagram will be departed from when they become 
large. p "A 

tt has been assumed that the curve of driving torque 
(which should be corrected for inertia of reciprocating parts) 
is of a shape which fulfils a certain condition. As the 
curve K L is practically a straight line within the limits of 
the diagram, it follows that this condition requires that the 
fluctuation of driving torque shall follow a sine law with 
regard to time. When the torque curve is irregular, as in 
actual cases, it can be split up into a number of: sine com- 


ponents, and the effect on the oscillations, due to each com- 


pohent separately, can be considered. . In some cases one 
component may be of most. importance, and in other cases 
another. This suggests that it might possibly be advan- 
tageous sometimes to design or adjust’ prime movers merely 
with a view to keeping one particular component of the 


‘torque as small as possible without paying much attention to 


the others. 6 S | = f 
With single-phase alternators there is, as is well known, a 


fluctuation in the power output at а rate equal to twice the 


frequency. As far as this particular fluctuation is concerned, 
| р 
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the ordinates of the curve, E F, should represent mean applied 


torque, a8 the rate of this fluctuation will usually be too. . 


rapid to effect this investigation. 

The best method of studying the oscillations of syn- 
chronous machinery is by means of the natural period of 
oscillation. When used in reference to a single machine, 
this is the periodic time of the natural oscillations of the 
rotating parts of a machine, whether generator or motor, if 
the applied torque, either driving or resisting, were uniform, 
and if the machine were running on bus bars, the P.D. 
between which is independently maintained absolutely con- 
stant in effective value and periodicity. It depends on the 
magnetic and electric characteristics of Ше machine, and on 
the moment of inertia of the rotating parts. It can be 
shown that under the above conditions the amplitude of the 
oscillation produced by a given periodic fluctuation in the 
torque applied to the machine, depends on the closeness of 
equality between the natural period and the period of fluctua- 
tion of the torque, and that when the conditions are such 
that the curve K L becomes horizontal, and the fluctuations 
of phase displacement and current are very large, the 
natural period is (neglecting damping) equal to the period 
of fluctuation of the torque—the action being in fact of the 
nature of a resonance effect. 

In conclusion, we may consider the bearing of this invcsti- 
gation on actual practice. When two or more alternators 
are run in parallel on a given constant load, the object which 
it is desired to attain is that the P.D. between the bus bars 
shall remain perfectly constant, both in effective value and 
in periodicity. If the effective value fluctuates, then a 
fluctuation is produced in the brilliancy of lamps fed with 
the alternating current. If the periodicity fluctuates, then 
there is a fluctuation produced in the speed and current of 
synchronous motors and rotary converters running on the 
system. Such flactuations are always present to some extent, 
and whether they are objectionable or not in practice is 
entirely a matter of degree. 

Assuming for the moment that the ideal constancy in the 
P.D. has been secured, diagrams of the kind which has been 
described show for every generating set what fluctuation in 
output will be produced by the given fluctuation in its 
turning moment; this fluctuation in output being what we 
have termed “ the characteristic fluctuation of output.” Ав 
the outputs of all the alternators will be simultaneously fluc- 
tuating in amount in accordance with the principles which 
have been explained, it follows that, in order that our 
assumption as to constancy of the P.D. shall hold, the 
fluctuations, both of phasal and wattless current, must cancel 
one another, so that the sum of the outputs of the several 
rets can be always equal to the constant load on the bus 
bars. Now this condition is very unlikely to be fulfilled, 
though, strictly, not always impossible, and hence we may 
conclude that the effective value and periodicity of the P.D. 
will not remain constant, but must periodically fluctuate to 
some extent. Such fluctuation in the P.I). will modify the 
fluctuationg in the outputs of tbe several alternators, and 
matters will adjust themselves so that the sum of the 
actual fluctuating outputs is equal to the load on the bus 
bars. The actual fluctuation of output of any set is then, 
of course, different from its characteristic fluctuation of 
output. 

Although it is impossible tocalculate the actual periodic fluc- 
tuation in the effective value and periodicity of the P.D. when 
two or more sets are run in parallel, yet it seems reasonable to 
assume that, ағ a general rule, the smaller the characteristic 
fluctuations of output of the several sets, the less will be the 
periodic fluctuation of bus bar P. D. when running in parallel, 
provided, of course, that there is at least sufficient fly-wheel 
power to meet the requirements of non-periodic changes of 
load, «е. The author would, therefore, suggest that, 


instead of designing the rotating parts of generating sets . 


so that the maximum phase displacement does not exceed a 
given limit under conditions differing essentially from 
those under which they are operated, as appears to be 
customary at the present time, they should be so pro- 
portioned that the characteristic fluctuation of output does 
not exceed a given limit. It is not contended that this 
latter method is absolutely correct theoretically, but it is 
believed to rest on a more rational basis thun the usual 
method, and, at any rate, it takes full account of the 
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resonance effect, which the usual method absolutely fails 
to do. 

In practice, the parallel running of synchronous 
machinery of all kinds is considerably influenced by the 
damping action of eddy currents, the effect of which 
cannot be easily taken into account in the graphical method 
of investigation which the author has given. Such damping 
action exists in all synchronous machinery, and is, in many 
cases, artificially increased by the use of solid pole-pieces, 
dainping coils, &c. In ordinary cases it is probable that, by 
the use of such devices, sufficient dampiug can be obtained 
to render parallel operation workable even when fairly close 
to the conditions for resonance; but all such damping is 
objectionable, in that it involves continuous loss of energy, 
aud it should, therefore, always be kept as small as the con- 
ditions of operation will permit. 

If it be conceded that the phase displacement method of 
designing the rotating parts of generating sets for parallcl 
working has no rational basis, it follows that great caution 
should be exercised in applying data obtained under one set 
of conditions to other cases in which the type of prime 
mover or other conditions differ. For instance, it is com- 
monly stated on theoretical grounds that parallel running is 
facilitated by low frequency, owing to & smaller phase dis- 
placement being obtained with a given fly-wheel power, but 
the author does not consider that theory justifies this state- 
ment. 

The conclusions arrived at in thisarticle may be summarised 
as follows :— 

1. The present practice of designing the rotating parts 
of direct-coupled generating sets for parallel running, so that 
the phase displacement on a load offering a constant torque 


. shall not exceed a certain limit, is not justified by theory, 


2. A more rational method of designing the rotating parts 
is to proportion them so that the characteristic fluctuation of 
output &hall not exceed a certain limit. 

3. The present state of the theory of parallel running 
does not justify the statement that parallel running is 
facilitated by low frequency. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY IN GERMANY. 


By EMILE GUARINI. 


IT has been already announced in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
(Vol. 50, No. 1,266, p. 341) that the German Government 
will shortly make un extensive use of wireless telegraphy, 
especially on the vessels of the Imperial navy and at different 


[n 
\ ы 


Fia. 1. 


points along the coast. The two systems that will probably 
be adopted— Marcoui's refusal to take part in the competition 
is well known—are that of M. Fernand Braun, professor at 
the University of Strasburg, worked by Messrs. Siemens and 
Halske, and that of Messrs. Slaby-Arco, which is worked by 
the Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, and which has been 
tried in China on the German battleships and elsewhere. 
The Braun transmitter (Siemens & Halske) consists (fig. 1) 
of an induction сой, the secondary of which is in series with 
two condensers and the primary of a transformer, the 
secondary of which ends on the one hand at the antenna— 
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equal to } of the length of wave—and on the other at 
another wire (not connected to earth) equal in length to the 
antenna. This wire can be replaced by a metal plate or 
wound in a spiral, The oscillator is placed in shunt at the 
terminals of the condenser—the secondary of the first, trans- 
former. The second transformer effects the transformation 
from low to high pressure. The receiver ( Braun-Siemen8 and 
Halske, fig. 2) is, to a certain extent, the reverse of the 
transmitter—an antenna equal to } of the wave length 
passes through the primary, of thick wire and wound with 
few spirals, of a transformer, and ends with a wire wound, 


say, А, or at a metal plate. The secondary is connected 
with a wire wound, say, + or to a metal plate directly, on 


the one hand, and, on the other, with a соһегег placed in 
circuit as usual. A condenser is connected in shunt with 


> 


М 


+> 


Ето. 2. 


the terminals of the primary of the transformer, probably in 
order to accentuate at this point the production of a ventral 
segment of the intensity of the wave. 

Fig. 3 representa the complete set of Braun transmitting 
and receiving apparatus. By means of this apparatus 
Messrs. Siemens & Halske have been able to communicate 
over very great distances, in particular between Heligoland and 
Cuxhaven—about 70 km. 

The latest adaptation of the Slaby-Arco system is shown in 
figs. 4 and 5. The transmitter consists (fig. 4) of a circuit 
constituted as follows : Earth, self-induction coil, condenser, 


7 


Fia. 5. 


self-induction coil, earth. The antenna is connected with 
the ball of the oscillator, which is connected to earth through 
the self-induction coil. The receiver is similar. It is shown 
diagrammatically in fig. 5. Ап antenna ends at the earth 
directly, on the one hand, and on the other goes through a 
coherer and a condenser. The circuit of the coherer is com- 
hs by а battery and a relay, as is seen in the figure. 

essers. Slaby & Arco introduce between the antenna and the 


earth a self-induction coil, and between the antenna and the 
coherer a bobbin with a special winding of the Oudin 
unipolar resonator type, at the extremity of which, where 
the coherer is placed, the pressure is at its maxi- 
mum (for the sake of clearness, we do not show in 
the figure the above-mentioned bobbins). Ву means 
of this system the Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft has 
been enabled to communicate over considerable distances, in 
particular between Cuxhaven and Esbjey, in Denmark, a dis- 
tance of 127 miles. Like the Marconi system, the Braun 
and the Slaby-Arco systems secure, fo a certain extent, secrecy 
of communication by means of syntony, obtained, as we 
know, by placing the coherer at points where the pressure is 
at its maximum for a certain length of wave. The length 


of wave from the transmitter is made to vary by working on 
the capacity and the self-induction coil of the closed dis- 
charging circuit, which is closed metallically in the Braun 
system and by the earth in the Slaby-Arco system. 


IS LIGHTNING OSCILLATORY? 


THERE has been a considerable amount of controversy 
among physicists about the nature of the electric discharge 
ina lightning flash. Dr. Lodge has maintained that the con- 
ditions are the same as produce the oscillatory discharge - 
in the Leyden jar, and that therefore the electric current in 
the lighcning flash is oscillatory. Experimental evidence, 
however, has not lent much support to the oscillatory theory, 
and a recently published paper* by Dr. Walter, of Ham- 
burg, shows that in numerous lightning flashes which he has 
photographed by a special apparatus, the discharge is not 
oscillatory, but intermittent and unidirectional. 

It has long been known that a single lightning flash can 
be shown to consist of a number of separate discharges fol- 
lowing the same path, by the simple device of moving the 
camera while a photograph of the flash is being taken. In 
these experiments the camera was moved by hand, and as the 
movement was irregular, no accurate estimate of the interval 
of time between successive discharges could be formed by 
measuring the distance between successive images. Dr. 
Walter has overcome this defect in the experimental method 
by rotating his camera at a uniform rate. 

The photographic apparatus consisted of a camera mounted 
on a vertical axis, rotated at a uniform rate by clockwork. 
The connection between the axis and the camera was not 
rigid, but frictional, so that the lens of the camera could be 
directed by. hand to the part of the sky where the lightning 
flashes were passing. A wide angle lens of the double 
anastigmatic type was preferably used, but good results can 
be obtained by an ordinary lens with a small stop. The 
plate used was 9 x 12 cm. (corresponding to our quarter 
plate), and two change boxes, each containing 12 plates, 
were included in the outfit. The observations were made 
from a small hut erected on the roof of a high building. 
The hut was provided with four hinged windows directed to 
the four points of the compass. Only the window from 


* Physikalische Zeitschrift, III., No. 8, pp. 168—172. 
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which observations were being made, was opened, so that the 
observer was sufficiently protected from rain. 

Fig. 1 is a photograph of a lightning flash taken by 
Walter's apparatus. It is evident that the flash consisted 
of three separate discharges. But the important point to be 
noticed is that the time.interval between the first and second 
discharge is much less than the interval between the second 
and the third. When calculated out from the data of the 
apparatus, the time interval between the first and second dis- 
charges is found to be 0:042 second, and that between the 
second and third 0°11 second. This excludes the possibility 
of the discharges being oscillatory, because in that case the 
time intervals between successive discharges would have been 
equal. Another point to be noted is that a number of short 
branches shoot out from the line representing the first dis- 
charge, but none from the second and third. This curiou: 
phenomenon is explained by some interesting experiments on 
the formation of the electric spark of an induction coil, made 
by Walter in 1899.* It was shown by these experiments 


Fig. 1.—PHorocraPH or LIGHTNING FLASH, SHOWING THREE 
SEPARATE DISCHARGES. 


that the electric spark does not jump across the air gap at a 
single leap, but by several progressive attempts, starting from 
both electrodes, like cracks made by driving wedges 
from opposite sides into a block of wood. Each 
blow of the hammer, corresponding to each impulse 
of E.M.F. from the induction coil, sends the cracks a little 
further into the wood till they meet, when a clear line of 
cleavage lies through the block of wood. Just in the same 
way the cleavages in the ether caused by impulses of E.M.F. 
in the coil, or in the electrified cloud, gradually approach till 
they meet, thus forming a conducting path through which 
the complete discharge takes place. All subsequent dis- 
charges follow this path, and hence the exact similarity in 
form of the paths of the successive discharges, as shown by 
the photograph. The branches are formed by the positive 
incomplete discharges while they are forcing their way 
through the dielectric to meet the negative discharges, on 
which, curiously enough, no branches are found. After the 
path has been completed the branches disappear as the line 
of least resistance is now through the completed path. 

In some cases, Walter found as many as six Separate dis- 
charges in one flash, fig. 2. The time intervals between 
these successive discharges are, as in the former case, very 
unequal, They are, as calculated from the photograph :— 
0151, 07065, 0:075, 0'119, ара 0'103. Any regular oscil- 


— . ͤ ͤ— 


* Wied. Ann., Vol. 68, р. 776, A. D. 1899. 


lation of electric currents between the cloud and the eartb 
is here out of the question. 

Another significant fact shown by this photograph is that 
the second and sixth discharges are very much bi igbur 
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Fic. 2.—PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING SIxX SEPARATE DISCHARGES 
IN ONE FLASH. 


than the rest. With regular oscillations there ought to be 
а gradual falling off in brightness, due to damping. 

An examination of the photograph shows that the double 
photograph of the landscape was due to these two brightest 
discharges. The multiple views of the landscape are often 
a valuable indication of the presence of multiple dis- 
charges, when the multiple discharges themselver, owing to 
their being concealed by a cloud or for some other reason, 
are not visible on the photograph. 

Walter is of opinion that in almost all cases where a dis- 
charge takes place between a cloud and the earth the cloud 
is positive to the earth. He is willing to admit, however, 
that the positive discharge may in a few cases be from the 
earth to the cloud ; but in that case the discharge shows no 
lateral branches. 

Dr. Walter's investigations are not only of great theoretical 
interest, but they ought also to be of considerable value in 
the design of lightning conductors, The tendency of the 
positive discharge to strike out laterally, and the absence of 
this tendency in the negative discharge, form an unexplained 
phenomenon which must be closely related to the funda- 
mental nature of electricity. It also appears to indicate that 
lateral discharges from lightning conductors only take place 
when a great resistance is interposed in the path of a positive 
discharge. 


REVIEWS. 


Primary Batteries. By W. К. CoopER, M.A., B.Sc. London: 
Electrician Printing and Publishing Company. Price 
10s. 6d. 


Time was when primary batteries were practically the 
universal generators of electric currents. The only engineers 
who used them were those connected with land and sub- 
marine telegraphy, to whom the cost of the energy supplied 
was of no moment. 

With the advent of the dynamo, and tbe subsequent 
extension of electrical applications to all branches of 
engineering, the primary battery sank into a very sub- 
ordinate position. А still heavier blow was ad- 
ministered when the accumulator arrived, and it seemed, 
for a while, as if primary cella must slowly disappear. 
But the danger has, in some senses, acted like a tonic. 
Many new and good forms have been designed in the last 
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12 years, and we have further evidence of their vitality in 
the publication of a new book devoted entirely to them. 

Mr. Cooper’s work contains 317 pages, of which 40 are 
devoted to such questions as local action, polarisation, &c., 
80 to the general theory, while the rest describe the con- 
struction, working, and testing of a large number of the 
commercial forms. The cells described are classified under 
the heads of (1) non-chemical cells and thermopiles, (2) one- 
fluid cells, (3) two-fluid cells, (4) dry cells, (5) standard cells, 
(6) carbon-consuming cells. | 

The general theory of voltaic action, and the thermo- 
dynamical equations of Kelvin and Helmholtz are very 
lucidly explained. The long controversy on contact force 
versus chemical affinity is fairly well summarised. But the 
reader who hopes to get a definite standpoint will be dis- 
appointed. Mr. Cooper is determined not to commit himself, 
and declares that the whole matter is largely a question of 
definition. This may be true, but there is no doubt that 
most important questions surround the whole subject, and 
are worthy of the varied work which has been done by the 
controversialists. Indeed, many of them will probably spring 
up again and lead to fruitful developments. One or two 
pieces of recent work are omitted. Thus, Galt's research on 
the heat of formation of alloys of zinc and copper, and still 
more, that of Baker on the same subject, ought to have been 
mentioned along with that of J. B. Taylor (p. 74). 

Ionisation, electrolytic conductivity, osmotic pressure, and 
Nernst's electrolytic solution pressure are all expounded in a 
way which will make them easy to understand. 

The section which describes the various cells is interesting, 
largely because it gives discharge curves of many com- 
mercial forms. These ought to give more precise ideas of 
their working powers than are generally possessed by those 
who use them. 

In the case of the bichromate cell, there is a discussion of 
the use of commercial chromic acid instead of the salt, the 
conclusion being that the acid is preferable. The summary 
omits to notice one strong argument in favour of the acid— 
it does not permit the potassium chromium alum crystals to 
form. "These are often very difficult. to remove after heavy 
work. This section would have been further improved by a 
description of forms of bichromate which are used for heavy 
bell work and by some of the railway companies. 

The account of various Leclanché cell forms is very good. 


Of dry cells much detailed information is given, and dis- 


charge data are tabulated. 

The chapter on standard cella is one whose importance is 
already great and will probably increase. The construction, 
behaviour, and value of nearly all are fully described. 

The last chapter, on carbon-consuming cells, ought to be 
carefully studied. The results up to the present are 
wofully disappointing, but the possibility of a direct 
production of electric currents from carbon is so important 
that every young electrical engineer ought to have some 
eense of the position. It ought not to be forgotten that in 
many ways a good primary cell is more efficient than most 
other devices, and if the element, consumed were as cheap as 
carbon, the primary battery would leap into а largely 
extended use. On paper, it is possible for it to become a 
competitor with the engine and dynamo. 


THE OUTSIDE LABOUR QUESTION. 
By JAMES WHITCHER. 


(Continued from page 584.) 
IT is outside work that suffers the brunt of the logs and 
inconvenience resulting from the untoward developments 
along these lines. From the point of view of economy and 
efficiency, the handy man should be a recognised and 
respected institution on outside contracts and work ; but 
there is а strong and virulent intention abroad to crush him 
out altogether. A contractor for erection work of any kind, 
ought in reason to have full unfettered freedom to execute 
the multifarious items of the contract, in the way that 
seems most satisfactory tohim. Sub-letting, particularly of 


trifles, with the consequent infliction of extra profits, is 
against all economics. A handy man, having two or three 
trades at his command, could help him through these 
difficulties with greater expedition and convenience generally, 


‘and in a more satisfactory manner to all concerned. It is 


the just and natural way of meeting the need ; for it is the 
one most saving of waste, such as the undignified idling 
about of skilled men waiting to follow on other trades, or 
the other expedient of sub-contracting at the excessive rates 
inevitable. Apropos of this, we sometimes find, for example, 
engineering or electrical contractors, in the unfortunate 
predicament of having to let out such work, say, to the 
building contractor, without the least power of controlling 
the price. Often, indeed, there are most unjust stipulations 
to this effect in architects’ and engineers’ specifications. 

It is not to be argued that а well constituted man cannot 
easily master more than one trade. Intelligent manis an 
animal of greater capacity than that. Besides, it is not as 
though it were manufacturing or continuous repetition work 
that were required of him. There the machine-like action, 
regularity, and certainty only acquired by narrow specialised 
efforts, may be essential; but here a broad adaptable kind of 
skill is called for. In fact, handy men of really useful type, are 
perfectly possible creations ; and they are more valuable than 
specialists for the purpose, having a far better general idea 
of what is to be done, and how best to do it. Seriously, we 
must not lose the handy man; every effort should be made 
to preserve him, at least for outside work. 

À great deficiency in most outside trades, is an efficient 
and comprehensive system of awarding credentials to the 
workmen. If such a system is advisable anywhere, it is so 
here. Close and effective supervision being so often 
impossible, credible assurance of proper skill and honesty in 
a man is especially necessary; yet it can seldom be obtained. 
Moreover, the very nature of the work makes a constant 
changing of men a necessary evil. Nothing like the 
continuous settled employment possible in a workshop or on 
stationary works can exist here. A large proportion of the 
workers in а trade must float about from employer to 
employer, as the fortunes of business fluctuate between them. 
Thus a double worth attaches to a recommendation honestly 
and judiciously made, in terms commonly understood in the 
trade; and it ought never to be denied when deserved. 
Likewise, the exhibition of full credentials should be an 
essential preliminary to employment. Haphazard methods 
of taking on men lead to incalculable loss—not 80 much, 
perhaps, in the mere loss occasioned by faulty work, bad 
timekeeping, and other dishonesties, as in the injury to 
reputation, and the spoiling of confidence and goodwill. A 
firm may spend years building up a connection, which 
can be shattered by a few bad workmen in a tithe 
of the time. A wise employer will do much to preserve 
around him a staff of known workers, rather than 
run the risk of dependence on casnal assistance. "Tis 
a sorry plight to be in to be forced by urgent need to 
take on any drunken rapscallion that offers; but that is 
often the fate of small firms. The remedy is to promote 
by combined efforts, some equitable scheme of interchanging 
шеп, and of drafting their credentials. It is in the interests 
of the men also to support such a movement; because it 
would practically ensure constancy of work to the good and 
skilful worker, and relieve him from the frequent coming 
into competition with the scum of his trade; which, of 
course, floating always on the surface, is readier to the 
Scoop. | 

The direction and supervision of outside workers is of 
large consequence. Under the ægis of a model foreman all 
the difficulties we have been discussing go far to disappear. 
But the model foreman is a rarity, and in any case he would 
be wasted upon much of the work to be done. For there is 
no cutting him up into little bits and distributing ; his con- 
tinuous presence is the essence of his efficiency and power. 
The model foreman besides possessing a knowledge of his 
trades, at once intimate in detail and comprehensive in 
scope, must be a man of authority and tact sufficient for the 
culture of sweet scttled contentment among his good workers, 


and for the sowing of thorny unrest amid his bad. He must 


be a rigid timekeeper and disciplinarian, decisive and just, 
and have a keen insight into various human natures and 
intellects; so that he may grasp the workings of each indi- 
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vidual mind under him, and promptly accommodate his 
direction and treatment to suit. A combination of all these 
talents is something to be prized, and is really for better 
things than the detail governing of a few men. 

In fact, he is something that need not be reckoned upon 
in practice. It is necessary to compromise with simpler 
qualities, selecting those of greater service and least dis- 
pensable, and accounting for the others by other means. À 
good and real capacity to direct is one of those to be most 
sought for. It is not a common gift. Many men, particu- 
larly among the ranks of employers, over-estimate their 
ability in this respect ; and blind to the real cause, they blame 
their men for faults which originate solely from bad and 
insufficient direction. Instructions ill put and ill under- 
stood are responsible for many disastrous failures; and there 
is not given to every man, either the power of lucid 
explanation, or the insight to see that he is understood. 
Viewed from some standpoints, the stupidity of man is phe- 
nomenal. The man doomed to lead in technics, has no idea, 
in the initial crudity of his experience, of how difficult it 
may be to be understood of modern makes of artisans and 
labourers. Afterwards he learns, and becomes from hence- 
forth, crucified on the cross of explaining simple things to 
simpler minds. 

To direct well, it is important to know and read the mind 
one is attempting to guide. One must be sure the instruc- 
tions are assimilated, especially if one is a person of considerable 
authority. Tosuch, men have a fatal habit of protesting they 

know, for fear they shall appear simple and stupid; and they 
trust to luck, or their chance of receiving supplemental informa- 
tion from others. Unless one can detect and guard against 
such trickery, it is better not to undertake the task of direc- 
tion. Moreover, it is essential to be able, if need be, tu 
direct in full detail. The man who can do things himself, 
and whose men know it, usually gets them done well, even 
when he doesn't take particular interest in them. It is 
comparatively seldom that he gets troubled with cock-and- 
bull stories to account for failures. On the other hand, the 
man whose practical knowledge is suspected, becomes a 
regular butt for them. 
A good foreman should be treated with every considera- 
tion. He may need effective supervision, and keeping up to his 
work; yet it should not be forgotten that he is a person of 
trust, not à mere scapegoat, to be burdened with blame for 
every mishap, and scarcely thanked for success. If he is 
worthy, he must suffer a good deal of wearing anxiety over 
his work, and he scarcely needs vexing more. He should 
not be wearied by much overtime, nor deemed able to main- 
tain proper vigilance for 11 ог 12 hours a day. llisauthority 
should be stilTened by every reasonable means possible to his 
employer; and care should be taken not to undermine it by 
any unconscious act. In short, he wants help and encourage- 
ment, and generous incentive to put his soul into his work, 
and to be free, in reason, from overtaxing and rushing tactics 
that may put him off his balance. Rush your mechanical 
workers as much as you like, but spare your headpieces, if 
you would be smart and wise. Your ganger, of course, 
whose duties are mainly disciplinarian, does not come under 
these remarks. Keep your foremen's goodwill; don't have 
men with grievances about you ; remove either the men or 
the grievances. 
(To be concluded.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Musical Glow Lamps. 


Can any of your readers supply me with an explanation 
of the following phenomenon ? 

A 1-H.P. gas engine is driving а 50-volt dynamo supplying 
about 10 amperes for private house lighting. The armature 
of the dynamo is tcothed and emits a loud hum. The whole 
plant is in an outhouse isolated from the main building. In 
а room at the other end of the house is a plain pendant with 
three lights and an opal shade. The engine and dynamo 
аге quite inaudible in this room until the light is turned on, 
when by placing the ear close to the fitting the hum of the 


dynamo and the beat of the gas engine can be distinctly 
heard. This is evidently an electrical effect, as it is only 
perceptible when the current is on. I may add that the 
note which the opal shade gives when tapped is not in unison 
with the note of the dynamo. І shall be glad to have this 
explained if you consider it of sufficient interest for insertion 
in your ** Correspondence " column. 

| Е. Leslie М. Allen. 
London, April 12ih, 1902. 


[The effect described by our correspondent seems to be 
akin to the reproduction of the hum of the alternator in 
alternating current arc lamps, &c. Perhaps there is a loose 
contact in one of the lampholders of the three-light pendant, 
which, if not causing an actual arc, produces a considerable 
local rise of temperature, which might account for the 
phenomenon.—Eps. ELEC. REv.] 


500-Volt Electric Shocks. 


From remarks made privately to me, with reference to my 
letter on electric shocks in your issue of 28th ult., I have 
evidently not made myself sufficiently clear. I do not claim 
to be a living example of the incorreciness of Ohm's law, 
nor do I wish to be taken as a close rival to the copper con- 
ductor. I am quite aware that the current will be regulated by 
the resistance in circuit. Therefore, perhaps the enterprising 
party who so kindly gave me the Kw. flowing will make 
another effort, when I say that, I do not for a moment sup- 
pose that the No. 22 copper fuse was blown by current 
passing through my body alone, but by an arc set up by the 
same. The shock was received from the ends of a 35/40 
flexible wire connected to a lampholder plug. This does 
not in any way alter my contention that the current passing 
was considerable (consistent, of course, with the high resist- 
ance in circuit), and to prove this, I may say that large 
blisters were raised at the points of contact, and the strands 
of the flexible wire visible in black lines for more than a 
week afterwards, which I am personally inclined to think 
would require more than the fraction of an ampere to accom- 
plish. My intention was not to go into details of how the 
shock was received, but to endeavour to prove that a fatal 
shock muy be received by contact with a lower pressure than 
500 volts. I do not for а moment wish to convey the idea 
that 500 volts must therefore prove fatal, nor do I wish to 
say 220 volts alternating is very dangerous; but what I do 
say is, both are best left alone at times, and under certain 
circumstances, as I believe bad I remained in circuit long 
enough, it would have proved fatal. I may add that at times 
I would handle the same circuit without fear of any serious 
shock. Should this meet the eye of the party who во kindly 
gave me the Kw. as mentioned above, he will now be able to 
give me an amended estimate; but before putting him to 
the trouble, I would like to say the lowest or any estimate 
will not, necessarily be accepted by me as correct, as I do not 
know, and I expect he is about as near as I am to,the actual 
value; but this is immaterial, as it seems to me the questiou 
is what is the lowest voltage that can, under any conditions, 
prove fatal ? 

W. F. Stamp. 

London, March 9th, 1902. 


As there seems to be an impression in some quarters that 
500-volt circuits—power, not primary battery—are quite 
harmless, I should like to bear out Mr. Vezey's opinion. 

I think that anyone who has had any experience with live 
500-volt circuits, with a power house behind, will agree that 
they do demand a certain amount of respect. 

l have had several unpleasant reminders myself, and seen 
some nasty accidents with 500 volts. 
Testing Engineer. 


Prof. Thompson on Patent Law. 


Having been out of town, I have but just seen your issue 
of March 28th, and I find an Editorial Note in which there is 
a considerable misapprehension of the proposals I have made 
ав to the amendment of patent law. I have certainly not 
proposed to extend the pericd of provisional protection to 
two years. My proposal is quite compatible with the entire 
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abolition of “ provisional protection.” What I want to see 
is the extension of the “exhibition clause” of the existing 
patent law from six months to two years, and its enlarge- 
ment to cases of exhibition before any of the learned or 
scientific societies. You also misunderstand my reference to 
the late Prof. Hughes. As the law stood, and stands to-day, 
he had to choose between either patenting or exhibiting to a 
society. He deliberately chose the latter. What I urge is 
that no man ought to be put into this dilemma: that the 
circumstance of his having exhibited his invention at a 
certain date to a scientific society, ought not to invalidate 
his subsequent right to apply for a patent for the same ; but, 
that on the contrary, the very fact of such exhibition ought, 
asin the United States, to be accepted as evidence of his 
having actually been at that date in possession of the 
invention which he seeks to patent. A man does not lose 
his copyright in a book because he publishes it. Then why 
should the law disallow his copyright to an invention because 
he publishes it? In one case the law very equitably assumes 
that a man’s brain work is his own. Why, in the other 
case, sh uld it proceed on the inequitable assumption that it 


is not his own? 
Silvanus P. Thompson. 


West Hampstead, April 19/4, 1902. à 


Electric Wiring Methods of To-day, with Special Reference 
to Conduit Systems. 


Under the above heading, Mr. Bathurst, in your last issue, 
now appears as the champion of a special quality unlined 
tube, to wit, ** Armorduct," which he modestly refrains 
from offering as the solution of the wiring question, while 
extolling ita advantages “ іо show the possibility of good 
conduit construction at a price but slightly higher than that 
prevailing for the cheap work now being done.“ 

Mr. Bathurst at length acknowledges that his commercial 
struggles to secure recognition of lined iron pipe have taught 
him that the requirements of scientific perfection must be 
blended to suit prevailing commercial conditions, hence his 
conversion to the unlined pipe, which, in days gone by, he 
was wont to portray as fused by internal arcs and disfigured 
by unsightly burrs, not to mention endless other objections 
to ite use in installation work, many of which are set out in 
his paper * The Prevention of Fires Due to Leakage of 
Electricity,” in which he severely criticises the views of 
. those advocating the use of the plain iron pipe, telling them 
that their main argument of low first cost does not hold if 
regard is given to uninterrupted service and to the future. 

Truly, one is compelled to agree with his remark that 
* change and progress in the electrical world are irresistible "' 
when they show Mr. Bathurst the crookedness of his former 
leanings, and induce him to forsake the ** idealism " of the 
lined for the * realism " of the unlined ; or, in the language 
of business, he has learned that it is more remunerative to 
supply what is actually demanded than what in his opinion 
should be required. 


There is a second lesson, one which Mr. Bathurst has not ` 


yet, learned, viz., that it is not only unnecessary but unwite 
policy to depreciate the value of successful competing 
systems in order to extol by contrast the virtues of that 
which happens for the time being to be his special system. 

I hold no brief from the Birmingham rolled-steel tube 
manufacturers to defend their policy in manufacturing tubes 
for conduit wiring work, but I fail to see any valid reason 
why such tube, when used for this purpose, has not every bit 
as much right to be designated “electric conduit" as a 
glorified gas tube has to be designated“ armorduct.” 

The supreme contempt Mr. Bathurst intends to convey 
by the words Brummagem-made " close-joint tubes is not 
apparent to anyone who knows that Birmingham is the seat 
of the industry, and whatever Brummagem-made may 
imply when used in connection with certain manufactures of 
that city, it can only have one meaning when applied to 
iron and &teel manufactures, and that is far removed from 
what he intended to convey. 

Mr. Bathurst’s next remark that the seam in close-rolled 
tube is brought up so close that when painted it is“ likely” 
and “ liable " to deceive inexperienced buvers is too absurd 
to be taken seriously ; but it is distinctly unfair to make 


such insinuations without a shadow of evidence to support 
the idea that manufacturers ever had any such intention. 
But even presuming an inclination to deceive, the folly of 
conducting business on such lines i8 too apparent for a 
moment's consideration. 

Mr. Bathurst proceeds to contrast the cold bending of the 
rol:ed tube with that of his special gas tube, and, needless to 
кау. his verdict is in favour of the latter, which, although 
made of a special quality steel," can, he tells us, be readily 
bent cold up to 14 їп. internal diameter ! 

Space will not permit of my replying to all the alleged 
defects of rolled steel tubing for conduit wiring, but its 
four years’ record is not altogether a bad one; and as же 
live and learn by experience, it may be that in the not far 
distant future Mr. Bathurst will find that the “ requirements 
of scientific perfection" must yet further bend to the 
practical requirements of to-day. 


L. M. Waterhouse, A.M.Inst.C.E. 


Qutside Labour. 


Mr. Whitcher's masterly and altogether just denunciation 
of the wholesale iniquities of those engaged in outside elec- 
trical work is timely in the extreme, and, as an unfortunate 
member of the class alluded to, I shall heartily welcome any 
practical result which may be effected by ite publication. 
The amount of corruption exercised in the directions named 
is sufficient to appal any right-thinking and conscientious 
workman. | 

I should like to emphasise, through the medium of your 
paper, the extreme perniciousness of the example set to the 
lads engaged in the trade. Most boys on leaving school are 
imbued with a more or less keen veneration for honour, but 
this is almost inevitably compelled to succumb to the power 
of the untoward influences brought to bear upon them by 
the dishonest workmen with whom they are called upon to 
associate. | 

I well remember my own experience in this direction. 
Brought up by conscientious, upright parents, I entered upon 
my work with every determination to do the right thing by 
my employers. The consequence was that I was soon 
regarded as a “ little prig," and every organised effort was 
made to undermine my resolutions. This was done with the 
approval, nay, positive assistance of the foreman, until my 
life was more or less a burden to me. Familiarity with 
these malpractices slowly, but surely, led to a contempt, t.e., 
indifference, and, had I not pulled myself up by a supreme 
effort, I might soon have out-Heroded the veriest Herod 


-amongst them. 


Something ought surely to be done to make it less diffi- 
cult for apprentices to maintain their integrity. 
f Harry Payne. 


London County Council Contracts. 


A few weeks back you published a report of a meeting of 
the above Council, at which a large contract for steel rails 
was given to a Belgian firm. Two of the members of the 
Council implied that the cheapness of the Belgian rails, as 
compared with English, was due to the wages clauses 
attached to the conditions of contract which stipulated for 
trade union rates, and fair conditions of production. One 
member stated that the British employer was the goose that 
laid the golden eggs, and the eggs were the workmen's 
wages, That trade unions are driving the work out of the 
country, by compelling the masters to pay a minimum standard 


. wage, seems to explain why the contract went abroad in a 


delightfully simple manner. This attitude was also taken 
up by one of your contemporaries. | | 

The altogether unfair and biassed deductions on this and 
all other questions relating to municipal work, the cham- 
pionship of vested interests, without due regard to the 
interests of the people as a whole, the holy horror of any- 
thing which appears to abrogate that first (7) great law of 
business ethics, viz., “freedom of contract,” as indulged in 
by the electrical press, calls for a few brief but plain facts on 
the other side. | 

Now the reason for this order going abroad has 
nothing whatever to do with labour's wages. It is chietly 
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due to the excessive railway rates levied by monopolist 
railway companies, and the excessive royalties paid to non- 
` producers in England, as compared with those in Belgium. 

In 1896 the British Iron Trade Association issued a 
report dealing with these questions, which conclusively 
showed that the wages paid in Belyium and Germany were 
practically equal to those paid in England, and that the 
conditions of labour were the same. This, after a deputation 
had personally investigated matters for themselves. Then, 
as to carriage: here monopolist railway companies charge 
108. per ton for 130 miles, while in Belgium this distance 
would cost about 3s. 6d. The same applies to shipping 
charges. Goods sent from Antwerp to Calcutta ä l London 
were charged 108. per ton, while the same class of goods 
sent direct from London to Calcutta were charged 15s. 9d. 
per ton. 

In the case of minera] royalties, the facts range themselves 
on the same lines. | 

Sir Christopher Furness, in the March Pall Mall Magazine, 
gives some startling facts on this question. The royalties 


on steel rails are as follows :—114. per ton in France, 85d. 


per ton in Germany, 5s. 6d. per ton in England. The 
royalty on coal is also very much higher here than abroad, 
as the report above referred to shows. 

Now, taking the figures supplied in this report, and 
applying them to this County Council contract for steel rails, 
we find that the carriage and mining royalties paid on 
Belgian rails delivered in London would be about £975, while 
on British goods, if obtained from the Cleveland district, 
they would total £6,750, a balance against British rails on 
carriages and royalties alone of £5,775. This goes to 
explain a large portion of the £8,721 108. 8d. in favour of 
the Belgian rails, and this is the burden England is saddled 
with, not a burden imposed by the wealth producers as ғо 
often stated. We must keep the work in England, and I 
suppose the electrical press and the members of the 
Council referred to would suggest that to do this we must 
still keep on paying these parasitic royalties and heavy 
freight ebarges ; but cut down the workers’ wages til we 
can compete successfully with foreigners, Tis written 
„The labourer is worthy of his hire," but, says the business 


man, not when he interferes with “freedom of contract“ 


between bis master and himself, which is a very great crime. 
Royalties paid to idleness and burdens inflicted by railway 


companies are, of course, nothing. 
Justice. 


The Crawford-Voelker Lamp. 


T note your comments in the current issue of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW with respect to the Crawford-Voelker 
lamp. In the first place, I desire to say that the Crawford- 
Voelker lamp is not at the present time being manufactured 
at a factory, but is the product of a laboratory. 16 will be 
several months before these lamps can be supplied to the 
trade. 

The reason why we have not been able to furnish lamps 
as arranged for with you is because we have been manufac- 
turing a large quantity for tests in another country. "These 
lamps are of a different voltage from what we expected to 
supply to you. 

Owing to the great demand for 200-volt lamps in this 
country, it has been thought desirable to have the lamps for 
your test of this voltage. The demand on us for lamps to 
carry out our contracts elsewhere, together with the illness 
of Mr. Voelker, and the very limited facilities for turning 
out lamps at our laboratory, furnish an explanation which I 
think is in every way reasonable. It is the intention, 
notwithstanding the fact that you have seen fit to unfavour- 
ably criticise the proprietors of the lamp, to give you every 
fucility for testing the same. 

І greatly regret that before making the comments of the 
nature shown by your article, you did not either call me up 
on the telephone, or write to me respecting the matter, as 1 
should have been very glad to have given you an 
explanation. 

We appreciate the interest of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
and the value of its opinion, but the work in connection with 
the development of the lamp having cost a large sum ot 
money up to date, we have felt that it is quite proper for us 


to first carry out the contracte made with parties who purpose 
marketing the product. We will be prepared, however, for a 
check test with Colonel Holden, апа yourselves in the very 


early future. The test of the 110-volt lamps could have | 


been carried out at any time within the last three months, 
and, in fact, other tests on this voltage have been concluded. 


F. Z. Maguire. 
London, April 15th, 1902. 


[Our correspondent’s “intentions” are manifestly good ; 
what we have complained of is the lack of performance. As 
to the propriety of carrying out the contracts referred to, we 
offer no criticism ; we are concerned only with the question 
—vwill the said parties market the lamps, or will they 
market shares in a limited company? In the latter case, we 
once more urge the importance to the public of an authori- 
tative investigation into the merits of the lamp before any 
fresh prospectus is issued. —Ерв. ELEC. REv.] 


Earthing the Middle Wire. 


I should be glad to have the opinion of your readers on 
the following method of “earthing” the middle-wire of a 
three-wire system. | 

The earth connection is made through an ammeter in 
series with a fuse, the two being shunted by a lamp, which 
can be short-circuited by a switch (see figure). If an 


x w, Middle wire: a, Ammeter; L, Lamp; F, Fuse; 8, Rwitch; 
: к, Earth plate. тё . 


earth develops оп the system, which would damage the 
ammeter, the fuse blows, and the connection to earth is 
maintained through the lamp, which will indicate a bad 
fault by lighting. 

If it is desired to burn out the fault, the switch is closed, 


which puts the middle wire direct to earth. 
f H. J. 


Overhead Mains. 


Although I have been a constant reader of your valued 
paper for many years, I have never ventured to air an 
opinion on the various correspondence appearing therein 


from time to time. In this case, I, like Mr. Hadteld, have 


been specially interested. І сап well remember Mr. Roberts 
commencing his career as an electrical engineer, and great 
credit is due to him for the manner in which he has worked 
and risen. If it is the same Mr. Harriss, I can remember 
his coming to Eastbourne to take charge, for the first time, 
of a lighting station in 1888 ; and, lastly, I have most vivid 
recollections of Mr. Hadfield and Durban electric lighting 
by overhead mains (old style). Evidently Mr. Roberts has 
not experienced anything respectable in the shape of a 
thunderstorm, or he would not be quite so enthusiastic on 
bare overhead wires. One really decent storm will change 
his opinion, as it did mine; and he would have done well to 
have taken his cue from Mr. Hadfield. My experience with 
overhead wiring commenced in 1884, and I am at work on 
it now. During the interval I have seen and superintended 
the erection of many scores of miles, and places Шаб 
Mr. Roberts refers to in the sweeping word ** colonial," such 
as Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, Melbourne, Sydney 


Vol. 50. No. 1,279, Арап, 18, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


680 


Broken Hill, Hobart, Launceston, Dunedin, and many other 
places too numerous to mention have come under my notice, 
and I cannot call to mind one instance of town lighting by 
means of overhead bare or covered wires that has appealed 
to my mind as satisfactory, more especially in the Colonies. 
On the other hand, [ haveseen some capital installations of 
overhead systems on many mines and works, where appear- 
ances count, for nothing, distances are short, constant super- 
vision i8 maintained, and ample spares are kept to meet the 
ravages of storm and lightning, which is answerable for more 
bad language amongst electrical engineers in the Colonies than 
anything else I know of, and no doubt Mr. Hadfield would 
have to paint his thrilling stories with bad language, or they 
would not be realistic—I should mine. 

The motto I should advise Mr. Roberts to adopt is, 
** Where possible, put them underground." 


Thomas Н. Parker, M.T.M.E., M.S.A., Ке, 


Newton Hall, Middlewich, 
April Y6/h, 1902, 


Electric Welding. 


À correspondent seeks information respecting the use 
of the electric arc for filling up holes in steel castings. 
* Where is the process in use? Can it be successfully 
applied in the case of cast-iron and gun-metal 7 " 


LEGAL. 


ISAACSON AND WIFE v. New GRAND THEATRE. 


THIS case came before а Divisional Court of King's Bench, composed 
of the Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Darling, and Mr. Justice 
Channell, on Wednesday last week, on the appeal of the plaintiffs 
from the judgment of the Deputy-Judge of the Westminster County 
Court, giving judgment for the defendants. Mr. Moyses appeared 
for the appellants, and Mr. Minton Sennhouse for the respondents. 

It appeared from the statement of Mr. Moysss, in opening the 
case, that the action was brought by the plaintiffs, the parents of a 
young man who was killed in the course of his employment, under 
the Employers’ Liability Act, combined with Lord Campbell's Act. 
The learned counsel stated that the New Grand Theatre at Clapham 
Junction was the property of, and was worked by the defendants. The 
action was heard on December 16th, and after a hearing which 
occupied the whole day, the learned Deputy-Judge held on a sub- 
mission made on behalf of the defendants that the deceased man 
was not a workman within the meaning of the Act. That was the 
only point involved in the appeal. The short facts were these :— 
The New Grand Theatre Company had their own generating 
machinery, by which they generated their own electric light. The 
deceased map, with two others, a stoker and assistant engineer, 
was left in charge of the machinery, his wages being £2 2s. a week, 
plus overtime. There was over the deceased man a man named 
Rayner, who was the superintendent and manager of the engineering 
works of the theatre, and also of another theatre which 
belonged to the defendants. The deceased man met with his 
death by falling down a sump or hole full of scalding water 
during the course of his employment. The father of the 
deceased man was the stage manager of the theatre, and 
he and wife brought the present action to recover damages from 
the defendants under the Act, he having contributed a weekly sum 
to the support of the home. At the trial, Rayner, who was an 
electrical engineer, was called, and said that the deceased man was 
working under his orders in connection with the electrical or 
engineering works at the theatre. He engaged the deceased man 
as a practical fitter with electrical knowledre. The learned counsel 
said that at the trial he was taken by surprise when the point was 
taken by the defendants, after the plaintiffs’ case was closed, that 
the deceased man was not a workman within the meaning of the 
Act. The learned Deputy-Judge declined to allow Mr. Rayner to 
be re-called to explain what the duties of the man were, and would 
not allow the case to go to the jury at all. He submitted that the 
Deputy Judge was wrong in not allowing the case to go to the jury. 
He contended that the deceased mac came within one of the 
definitions of “journeyman artificer or handicraftsman,” in the 
section of the Act, and therefore his parents were entitled to recover 
compensation for his death. 

The Lord CHIEF Justice observed it did not follow that because 
а man was а competent engineer and in charge of engineering works 
he did not come within the terms of the Act. 

Mr. Ju-tice Darina said he noticed from the evidence of Mr. 
Rayner that that gentleman said that the deceased man was a 
practical fitter with electrical knowledge, and that if he (Rayner) 
pointed out anytbing for the man to do he would do it. His Lord- 
ship did not think that the learned counsel could have anything 
much stronger than that etatement in support of his contention. 

Mr. SENNHOUSF, in support of the judgment in the Court below, 
submitted that the deceased man did not come within the terms of 


the Act, as all the manual labour was done by the stoker and others, 


and the deceased man only superintended. 

In the result the Lorn CHIEF Justice, in giving judgment, said 
he expressed no opinion of what the ultimate result of the ense 
might be, but he did not tbink there was sufficient evidence to 
enable the Deputy -Judge to hold that the deceased man was not a 
workman. He thought, therefore, it was not possible for them to 
say that the learned judge was right in coming to the conclusion 
that there was no evidence to go to the jury, and in order that there 
might be а real investigation as to what the position of the unfortu- 
nate man was, the case must go back for anew trial. The costs of the 
appeal and of the first trial to abide the result of the second trial. 
Mr. Justice Darling and Mr. Justice Channel! concurred. 


BnrrisH POWER, LIGHTING AND TRACTION COMPANY v. 
GABDNER Bros. 


IN the York County Court last week this action, brought to recover 
from defendants, who are electrical engineers, of Burton-on-Trent, 
the value of a set of accumulators, &c. was heard before Judge 
Templer. Mr. R. H. V. Wragge, who appeared for the plaintiffs, 
said that on December 10tb, 1900, Mr. John Geo. Dixon, of 
Sheflicld, a traveller in electrical appliances and agent for plaintiffs 
in Sheffield and district, obtained from one of the defendants, who 
were constructing a battery at Swinton, an order for а всі of 
33 accumulators, the price agreed upon being £27 10s. "The articles 
werc supplied, but subsequently the battery being out of order, 
plaintiffs sent over a man to put it to rights, and for this they 
sought to recover а further £5. Plaintiffs alleged that the cells 
they supplied had not been properly connected by defendants, 
which was the cause of the mischief. Defendants, on the otber 
hand, contended that the accumulators did not do their work 
properly. 

According to the report of the case in the Yorkshire Herald, 
evidence was given by J. G. Drxon, the agent through whom the 
order was given, and he said that any electrical engineer who knew 
his business ought to have been able to fix the battery without 
instructions. The accumulators could not have got into such a con- 
dition if they had been properly used. 

SAMUEL SCHANSCHIEFF, employed by the plaintiff firm, said the 
battery was not erected right at all, and there was no tester any- 
where about it. He had never known anyone work a battery like 
this without а tester. If the plates had been suspended properly 
they would have worked all right. 

SIDNEY COOPER, called for the defence, said he did not put the 
accumulators together as they should have been, but it did not 
affect the working. He maintained that the work was done pro- 
perly. The owner of Swinton Hall was coming on them for com- 
pensation. No instructions were sent with the cells. 

His Honour: What do you say is the cause of the plates going 
wrong? Witness: Bad construction. Mr. WnRacGE: On your 
part? Witness: No, on theirs. 

His Нохоов: You constructed the cells badly, undoubtedly. 
You did not know the way to put them up; you put them up all 
wrong, and then complained to the firm who made them. 

Mr. WraGGE was going to address the Court, but his Honour said 
he need not do so. 

After hearing Mr. RicuanpsoN on the point whether he had 
jurisdiction in the case, his Honour said the case was, on the merits, 
practically an undefended action. The defendants could not throw 
the blame on the plaintiffs, because, when pressed, they actually 
offered to pay practically the whole amount. If anyone was to 
blame it was Mr. Gardner, who had taken the responsibility of 
putting these things together without having the necessary technical 
knowledge. The effect was disastrous. He would give judgment. 
for £32 10s. with costs, and dismiss the counterclaim (for C50) 
with costs. 


ө PARLIAMENTARY. 


ELECTRIC LiGHTinG PROVISIONAL OnpEns Birt (No. 3). 


Ox 11th inst. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders Bill (No. 3) was 
before the Examiner of Standing Orders, and the Standing Orders 
were found to have been complied with. The following provisional 
orders are confirmed by the Bill :— : 

Abram.—Order granted to the Urban District Council of Abram, 
in tbe county of Lancaster. | 

lloluhead.— Provisional order granted to the Urban District 
Council of Holyhead, in the county of Anglesey. 

Hucknall Torkard.—An order granted to the Urban District 
Council of Hucknall Torkard, in the county of Nottingham. 

Leyland.—Granut to the Leyland Urban District Council, in the 
county of Lancaster. Undertakers are allowed to charge 13s. 4d. 
for any amount up to 20 units, and 8d. per unit over that amount. 

Louth.—Provieional order granted to the Mayor and Corpora- 
tion of the Borough of Louth in the County of Lincoln. 

l'enrath.—' This is an order amending the Penrath Electric Light- 
ing Order, 1898, and extended the time for the purchase of the 
undertaking by the local authority from 28 years to 38. 

Saddleworth.—Provisional order granted to the Urban District 
Council of Saddleworth in the West Riding of the County of York. 
Clause 8 gives special power for the tranefer of the undertaking to 
any company incorporated by any Act of this session relating to the 
Saddleworth and Springhead Tramway s. 
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Springhead.—Order to the Urban District Council of Springhead 
in the West Riding of the County of York. This order contains a 
similar clause to that in the Saddleworth order, giving power to 
transfer to a company. 

Tyldesley with Shakerley.— Order granted to the Urban District 
Council of Tyldesley with Sbakerley in the County of Lancaster. 

West Loughton.— Grant to the Urban District Council of West 
Loughton in the County Palatine of Lancaster. | 


ELECTRIC Ілантіхо ProvistonaL Овревѕ BILL (No. 2). 


ELECTRIC Lighting Provisional Orders Bill (No. 2) confirming 
certain provisional orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Ligbting Acts, 1882 and 1888, came before the Examiner 
of Standing Orders of the House of Commons on 11th inst, and the 
necessary formalities were found to have been complied with. The 
Bill referred to the following orders :— 

Beeston.—Granted to the Urban District Council of Beeston, in the 
County of Nottingham. The undertakers are authorised to charge 
118. 8d. for any amount up to 20 units, and for each unit over 20 
units 7d. | 

Carnarvon.—Order granted to the Corporation of Carnarvon in the 
County of Carnarvon. . 

Eston.— Provisional orders granted to the Urban District Council 
of Eston in the North Riding of the County of York. 

Helden. Bridge.—Order granted to the Urban District Council of 
Hebden Bridge, in the West Riding of the County of York. Under- 
takers are authorised to charge 13s. 4d. for any amount up to 20 units, 
and for over 20 units, 8d. 

Mytholmroyd.—Order granted to the Urban District Council of 
Mytholmroyd, in the West Riding of the County of York. 

Otley.— Grant to the Urban District Council of Otley, in the West 
Riding of the County of York. 

South Bank in Normandy.— Order granted to the South Bank in 
Normandy Urban District Council, in the North Riding of the County 
of York. 

Stoclton.—4A grant to the Rural District Council of Stockton, in 
the County of Durbam. 

Thornaby-on- Tecs.— Provisional order granted to the Mayor and 
Corporation of the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees, in the North 
Riding of the County of York. 

Tiplon.—An order granted to the Urban District Council of 
Tipton, in the County of Stafford. Undertakers are authorised to 
charge 10s. for any amount up to 20 units, and for each unit over 
20, 6d. 


STANDING ORDER PROOFS. 


Ox Monday the following amongst other Bills came before the 
Examiner of the House of Lords for proof of Standing Orders :— 
Brigbton and Rottingdean Seashore Electric Tramway ; Leicester 
and Warwickshire Electric Power; National Telephone Compar y 
(Kingston-upon-Hull) and National Telephone (Manchester Area). 
In all cases Standing Orders were found to have been complied 
with. 


Ѕогтн WALES ELECTRIC POWER BILL. 


Үттн respect to the additional clause which the South Wales 
Electrical Power Bill desire to add to their Bill of this session, the 
Standing Orders Committee of the House of Commons has reported 
that this may be done provided that the Select Committee which 
considers the Bill think fit. The clause gives the company power to 
acquire provisional orders granted to local authorities. 


MEXBOROUGH AND SWINTON TRAMWAYS. 


THE Mexborough and Swinton Tramways Bill, which was found not 
to have complied with Standing Orders, came before the Standing 
Orders Committee of the House of Commons on 11th inst., when it 
was decided that Standing Orders might be dispensed with, and the 
parties be allowed to proceed with their Bill. 


Hastincs Tramways BILL. 


Tuis Bill, which seeks to empower the Hastings Tramway Company 
to construct an extension tramway in the Borough of Hastings, and 
for other purposes, came before the Standing Orders Committee of 
the House of Commons on Friday; and it was decided that the 
parties should be allowed to proceed if the power to construct the 
extension was struck out. The Bill will only authorise the company 
to make alterations of existing lines, raise additional capital, &c. 


Lonpon UNITED TRAMWAYS.* 


Ta Standing Orders Committee of the House of Commons has 
reported that Standing Orders sbould be dispensed with in the case 
of the London United Tramways Bill, and that the parties be per- 
mitted to proceed with their Bill provided that Tramways Nos. 1, 2, 
3 and 8 be struck out of the Bill. The lines which will thus 
be abandoned are a line 2 miles 6 furlongs long, from Hammersmith 
Broadway to the Harrow Road; a line 7 furlongs long, from the 
Shepherd’s Bush Road, Hammersmitb, to have joined No. 1 line; 
8 line 2 miles 4 furlongs in length, commencing in Uxbridge Road 


and terminating in the Edgware Road ; and a line 1 mile 5 furlongs 
long, commencing at Kingston Hill and terminating at Beverlcy 
Bridge, in the boundary of the County of London. 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND TBAMWAYS BILL. 


IN the case of this Bill, which came before the Standing Orders 
Committee, in consequence of Standing Orders not having been 
complied with, it has been decided that the parties be allowed to 
proceed, provided tbat Tramway Мо. 1 be struck out, and also a 
number of tramways in the Oldbury District unless the consent of 
the District Council of the parish be proved before Committee. 


EXETER AND Districr Tramways BILL. 


Іт has been decided by the Standing Orders Committee of the 
House of Commons, that the parties in the Exeter and District 
Tramways Bill be allowed to proceed with the measure, provided 
that Tramways Nos. 1, 4, 5, 8,9 and 10, and so much of Tramways 
Nos. 2 and 3 as iie within the boundaries of the City of Exeter be 
struck out. : 


Soutn SHIELDS, SUNDERLAND AND District Tramways BILL. 


THE Standing Orders Committee have reported that the Standing 
Orders should be dispensed with in the case of the above Bill, and 
that the parties be permitted to proceed. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. 


It bas been decided by the Standing Orders Committee of the 
House of Commons that the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Corporation 
Tramways Bill be allowed to proceed providing that the power to 
construct a double line of tramway, 1 mile 6 furlongs and 0 70 chain 
in length, partly situated in the parish of Coxlodge and partly in 
the parish of Nortn Gosforth be struck out. 


Mertrorouitan District RarLway BILL. 


On Monday Mr. Parker Smith presided over the Court of Referees 
to consider applications for locus standi before the Select Committee 
in the case of the Metropolitan District Railway Bill, which has for 
its object the conferring of powers on the company to electrify 
certain railways, to extend the time for the completion of certain 
railways, and the compulsory purchase of land, and to constitute 
the railway authorised by the Metropolitan District Railway Act, 
1897, a separate undertaking. 

Mr. G. FITZGERALD, who appeared for the Ecclesiastical Com- 
mission, argued that his clients were entitled to а locus with regard 
to the clauses dealing with the extension of time. They were the 
owners of a large amount of property abutting on the railway at 
Westminster, and they wished protection against damage. 

Mr. CropE, on behalf of the: promoters, submitted that the 
petitioners wou!d be in no different position than they had been for 
the last 30 or 40 years, for no more vibration would be caused by 
the electric motor than |у a steam engine. 

After consideration, it was decided that the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sion should be allowed а /осиз as far as Clause 40 of the Bill was 
concerned. 

Mr. FREEMAN, К.О, stated the case for a locus on behalf of the 
London County Council. As the authority for the widening and 
alteration of streets, he submitted that the Council should be 
entitled to be heard with regard to the placing of tube railways. 

Mr. CLopk said that, so far as mains, sewers and electrical lines 
were concerned, he raised no objection to the Council's locus standi, 
but he objected to them having any locus on such a matter as adver- 
tising on buildings. 

The Court granted a locus to the County Council with respect to 
Clause 5 (Power to lay cables) and Clause 12 (Power to acquire 
lands for general purposes). 

A claim by the Middlesex County Council to appear as the owners 
of the Westminster Guildball was allowed. 

The Court declined to allow the promoters of the North-East 
London Railways (Nos. 1 and 2) Bill to appear against the Bill. 


NosrH METROPOLITAN TRAMWAYS. 


ON Monday the Court of Referees sat to consider the claim of the 
London County Council for a locus standi before the Select Com- 
mittee on the North Metropolitan Tramways Bill, but there was no 
appearance on behalf of the petitioners. 


L. C. C. (Tramways AND SuBWAYS) BILL. 


Тнк Court of Referees, presided over by Mr. Parker Smith on 
Monday, decided to allow a locus stadi to the Great Northern and 
Straud Railway Company against the Т.С.С. Tramways and Subways 
Bill. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical 1 Exported. 


WEEK ENDING APRIL 16TH, 1901. WIR ENDING APRIL 157TH, 1902. 


Yokohama .. е we . . 2,892 


Total * 49, 598 Total - £20,308 


Alexandria .. ene ue £136 Adelaide .. Value £263 
Amsterdam. Vs wa . 235 Aden. еше instrume nts 150 
Bombay a МА а 60 Amsterdam. © . à 45 
Brisbane. Teleg. cable.. . . 617 Auckland ,. v 9 .. 9,193 
Buenos Ayres * 1,288 Bombay ss is M ee , 258 
Telcg. wire & mat. 1, 402 áü Teleg. mat. vis 67 
Calcutta .. Rs vx 282 РА Teleg. instruments .. 111 
Cape Town. a és vs 827 Caleutta ee е 885 . . 1,331 
Demerara .. oe 24 + 27 Cape Town. ae oe . 418 
Dominica .. E ae ex 87 Channel Islands .. T .. 163 
Durban os vá oe . . 2,544 Colombo  .. 85 M "T 52 
Gibraltar. ss T £s 65 Durban «3 " - .. 9°67 
Hamburg .. T€ vs en 20 Fremantle .. э ae .. 1,801 
Teleg. mat. 200 Ghent. « 108 
Hobart. Teleg.cable ..  .. 248 | Gibraltar ..  ..  ..  .. 159 
Hong Kong.. . s $a 87 Hamburg ras 98 ee 40 
Malta 2s ae us xs 56 А TEE: ma’. .. .. 800 
Nagasaki .. s aie . . 107 Hobart A а . 123 
New Orleans s sis s 64 Hong Kong . es de ae 22 
Otago.. ec ee ee ee 093 Libsn.. А oe ee oe 810 
Sydney i» ss aa E" 50 | Melbourne . Ls ss T .. 730 
"s Teleg. mat. ate E 51 Nagasaki  .. ws КЕ . . 120 
Tele bn. mat. .. BW | Perth. T eso 0 5.. 165 
y ellington . <n oe .. 216 Port Elizabeth es es .. 1,051 
| Port Said. gs 47 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. . 000 
| St. Peter sburg Уз LU 
| a eie. mat. .. M 
! Shanghai 858 8 ее ee M6 
| Singapore .. sac M 
| Stockholm, Teleg. wire .. 088 
| Sydney P 1,258 
Tokio. Tcleph. cable .. .. 959 
| Wellington .. à . 1,146 

| 

| 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Hamburg. Flec. goods... Value £12 | Bremen. Elec. apparatus. V alue pio 
Trinidad. Elec. mat. . . 137 Paris. Elec. goods. A Р 


Total ..  .. £199 Total 


ee £268 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— Under the failure of Frank 
Rayden, one of the promoters of the New Imperial Electric Lamp 
Company, Limited, the debtor attended last Friday before Mr. 
Registrar Brougham at the London Bankruptcy Court for public 
examination upon accounts showing liabilities £1,793 against assets 
£137. In the course of his evidence the debtor stated that he was 
a hop factor, and had carried on business under the style of Rayden 
and Co., at 52, High Street, Borough. In June, 1891, he ssisted in 
the promotion of the New Imperial Electric Lamp Company, 
Limited, which was formed with a nominal capital of £3,000 to 
work an agency for the sale of electric lamps. Witness was 
appointed and remained adirector of the company until the receiv- 
ing order was made against him. He attributed his failure and 
insolvency to а loss of £250 sustained in connection with the before- 
mentioned company, to bad debts, and generally to the excess of 
expenses over protits. 

At the same sitting the care of John Herygy Redgrave, electrical 
engineer, Regent House, Regent Street, W., and New Barnet, was 
mentioned in relation to the public examination. Mr. Grey, Official 
Receiver, reported that the debtor bad absconded. A warrant had 
been issued for his arrest on a charge of obtaining money by fraud, 
but to the present the police had been unable to secure him. 
Under those circumstances, he asked for an examination to be 
adjourned sine die. His Honour made the order in thoxe terms. 
Full particulars of the case have already appeared in these columns. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—The British Electric 
Meter Company, Limited, is winding up voluntarily, with Mr. 
F. S. Springett, of 1464, ‘(Jaeen Victoria Street, E C., as liquidator. 

A meeting of the Fowler-Wariog Cables Company, Limited, is to 
be held at Winchester House, E.C., on May 14th, to hear an 
account of the winding up from Mr. J. A. Blackwood, the liquidator. 

A meeting of the New Motive Power Company, Limited, fora 
similar purpose is to be held at 15 aud 17, Eldon Street, E.C., Mr. 
J. W. Roberts, liquidator. 

Mr. R. Peters, the Receiver for debenture holders, and liquidator 
of Millington, Everitt & Co, Limited, manufacturing electricians, 
Cambridge, having received an offer to purcbase by private treaty 
the whole of the stock-in-trade, machinery, plant, letters patent, 
goodwill, fixtures, furniture and utensils belonging to the company, 
a meeting of the creditors was held at the Lion Hotel, Petty Cury, 
Cambridge, on Monday, 14th inst, to consider whether the otler 
should be accepted, or whether the assets be submitted for sale by 
auction on Wednesday, the 16th inst., as previously arranged. We 
learn that the sale was completed by private treaty. 

Messrs. J. K. Rogers, J. F. Rogers aud T. J. Stables (Rogers Bros. 
and Stables, mechanical and electrical engineers, Heckmondwike 
and Cleckheaton’ have dis-olved partnership. Messrs J. K. and 
J. F. Rogers will continue the business aud attend to debts 


Books Received, — Bibliography of the World's 
Municipal Literature," by Robert C. Brooks. London: P. 8. 
King & Son. 

" Papers and Reports relating to Mineral 
Wellington: By authority, John Mackay, 1901. 

“ Motors and Motor-driving," by A. C. Harmsworth and others. 
London: Longmans, Green & Co., 1902. 9a. net. 

“ Fire Tests with Doors, No. 68 and 70." London: 
Fire Prevention Committee, 1902. 2s. 6d. net each. 


and Mining." 


The British 


Boiler Covering.—The Mica Boiler Covering Company, 


Limited, of 35, Queen Victoria Street, Е.С, are supplying their 


mica flexible and cast coverings for pipes and boilers, also their 
fireproof cement. A very interesting pamphlet of some 50 pages 
has been brought out by them, in which the merits of the covering 
are stated, and a report by Prof. S. P. Thompson is quoted, also one 
by Prof. D. 8. Capper, in which is stated the result of a series of 
experiments carried out to compare at high temperatures the 
efficiency of Michell’s covering with other lagging materials in 
common use. Prof. Capper says that he is satisfied that “ mica” 
lagging possesses very substantial advantages, both as an efficient 
non-conductor, and as a practical easily handled covering, over all 
other laggings with which I am acquainted, and best fulfils the con- 
ditions of a really good lagging.” Prof. Thompson has formed the 
opinion that the invention is one of sound commercial value," 
capable of developing into an important and lucrative industry. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. J. Carter, Sons & Co., 
of New Dailey Street, Salford, Manchester, have sent us a copy of 
the tool section of their catalogue. Numerous engineers' sundries 
and machines are described and priced. Screw threads, screwing 
machines, pipe cutters, lathes, vices, smiths’ hearths, and a huudred 
other things are detailed. 

Some illustrated lists of devices for Coronation illuminations 
have been received from the Electrical Maintenance and Accessories 
Syndicate, Limited, of 12, Feter Street, Manchester. Crowns, 
letters, flower garlands are shown. 

Messrs. Askham Bros. & Wilson, Limited, of Sheffield, have 
recently issued a 46-page book illustrating and describing tramway 
junctions, cross-overs, &c, constructed by them for various 
corporations. They have laid out a portion of their works (5 acres), 
specially equipped for the construction of junctions, &c , complete, 
ready for laying on the road, which many tramway engineers agree 
is far better than dcing this work on the site. The firm also 
manufacture all kinds of material for tramway permanent way, 
including points and crossings, patent drain rails, patent joint 
plates, platelayers' tools, &c.; and although they recommend the 
tongues and fittings for their poiuts and crossings to be made of 
toughened cast-steel, where required they are supplying these in 
manganese steel. 

The Electrical Company, Limited, have sent us a copy of their 
list No. 14 of dynamosand motors for continuous current. Much of 
the matter is ia tabulated form, aud some illustrations are given of 
large turbine and other types of generators. 

The Knecht Brothers, Company, of Cincinnati, O., have sent us a 
small list of their friction sensitive drill press for variable speeds. 

Messrs Mather & Platt, Limited of Manchester, have issued an 
illustrated catalogue, got up in their usual attractive style, in which 
a good deal cf information is given about their improved high lift 
centrifugal pumps. Tbeir chief features as compared with the 
reciprocating pump, are stated to be silent running and absence of 
wear and tear. 

Messrs. Royce, Limited, of Manchester, have sent us some lists of 
their stock motors and generators. 

Messrs. Turner & Hudson, Limited, of Ivy Street, Hoxton, N., 
a'e sending out revised prices of electric wire casings and covers. 

An illustrated circular of continuous current electric motors has 
come to band from Messrs. Millington, Everitt & Co., Limited, of 
Cambridge. The business was to have been disposed of by auction 
on Wednesday, but an advance offer for the concern was received 
as stated under Liquidation” Notices. 


Cooling Towers.— Mr. Arthur Koppel, of 27, Clement’s 
Lane, Е.С, has issued a new catalogue of his water and air-cooling ' 
towers on the Balcke system. We understand that he has erected, 
and has in course of erection, the following cooling towers for 
different corporation clectricity works and electric companies :— 
Sbeffield Corporation, fan tower, 180,000 gallons; Barnsley Cor- 
poration, fan tower, 80,000 gallons; Manchester Corporation, three 
fan towers, 270,000 gallons; Edmundeon's Corporation, fan tower, 
80,000 gallons; John Brown's, Sheffield, fan tower, 80,000 gallons; 
Charing Cross and City Electric Company, Limited, six natural 
draught towers, 450,000 gallons; Weston-super-Mare Electricity 
Works, natural draught tower, 75,(00 gallons; Birkdale Electricity 
Works, natural draught tower, 45,000 gallons; Hampstead Elec- 
tricity Works, natural draught tower, 80,000 ; Barking Electricity 
Works, open type cooler, 45,000 gallons; Bexbill Electricity Works, 
open type cooler, 20,000 gallons; Portman Market, London, open 
type cooler, 12,000 gallons The catalogue before us is excellently 
illustrated by meaus of photographic and sectional views. 


Core-Wire Straightener.— The Blake- Knowles patent 
Climax core-wire straightener is anew tool which bas been patented 
by the Blake & Knowles Steam Pump Works, Limited, of Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C. This machine is of use for foundries where 
cores of considerable size are used. In almost every such plant 
may be found a large accumulation of bent and twisted wires or 
rods, from which the core makers select only such as may be 
easily straightened. The result is that requisitions are constantly 
being made for new roda while the stock of old ones keeps on 
growing. With the Climax straightener, the supply of core rods 
can always be kept in good order, and no time need be wasted by 
the core maker in handling а lot of material he cannot use. It is 
claimed that the cost of putting the old material into shape to be 
used again is so small that a great saving is effected and the machine 
will soon pay for itself. А machine of the size to straighten 
wires of J, 4, 4, 8, snd ў in., requires about 4 or 5 Н.Р. to drive it, the 
pulley shaft ranning at 80 revs. per min. Itmay be run from a line 
of shafting, or belted, or geared, directly to an electric motor. 
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A. B. P. Batteries.—Messrs. Ashmore, Benson, Pease and 
Co., Limited, of Stockton-on-Tees, have secured the following 
orders for storage batteries: — Talgarth Asylum, Breconshire 
(O’Gorman & Cozens-Hardy, consulting engineers); Saltburn elec- 
tricity supply station; Sir William Ingram, Bart., Westgate-on-Sea. 


British Fire Prevention Committee.—The executive 
announce that Mr. Ellis Marsland, district surveyor of 
Camberwell, has consented to act as honorary secretary. 
The working executive has also been strengthened by the following 
additional members, namely, Mr. J. W. Sheppard, North British 
and Mercantile Insurance Company; Mr. Langridge, A. M. Inst. E. E., 
Royal Insurance Company; and Mr. Hamilton, A. R. I. B. A., district 
surveyor for North Fulham. As to the testing arrangements of the 
Committee for the coming session, testa are being arranged with 
another heavy warehouse floor, with roofing by the Vulcanite Com- 
pany, Limited, and with glass by the Union Plate Glass Company, 
Limited, who wish to have their wired glass compared with the 
glazing of the Luxfer Prism Company and Messrs. Pilkington, whose 
ma‘erials have already been under investigation. 


E. L. . — Mr. О. T. Banks (О. T. Banks & Co, of 


Mortimer Street, W.) announces that since the issuance of bis 
‚ circular regarding electric lighting boards and strips, arrange- 
ments have been made by which be ceases to make or supply 
electric lighting boards, strips, lamps, or accessories described as 
being on the O.T.B. system. Any electric lighting boards, strips, 
lamps, or accessories henceforth sold by him in the ordinary retail 
way of business will be on the E.L.B. system, manufactured by the 
Electric Lighting Boards (British Manufacturing Company), 
Limited. Mr. Banks will continue to carry on his ordinary 
business as an electrician and fittings manufacturer at 49, 
Mortimer Street. 


E.L.B. Employés and Vaccination.—The question of 
vaccivation in factories is one of such great importance, and the 
"prejudice generally against vaccination is apparently so great among 
mechanics and labourers, that tbe directors of Electric Lighting 
Boards (British Manufacturing Company), Limited, thought it 
advieable to allow every member of their etaff 2s. 6d. as vaccination 
bonus money, and leave on full pay in the event of any member of 
the staff being unable to work owing to vaccination. Under these 
arrangements, the entire staff of the Electric Lighting Boards 
(British Manufacturing Company), Limited, factory, 80, York Road, 
King's Cross, some 100 hands in all, from the manager to the 
girls and smallest boys, were simultaneously vaccinated, and the 
directors thought that, owing to many difficulties in this direction, 
the example set might judiciously be followed in other factories. 


Electric Lighting Department Abandoned.—At the 
annual meeting of Meesrs. Shirras, Laing & Co., Limited, electrical 
engineers, &c., Aberdeen, the chairman moved the adoption of the 
report, and in doing во, stated that the electric lighting department 
baviog proved unremunerative, it was to be closed, but various 
improvements in the management would be carried out. 


Electrical Trades Union.—A branch of the Electrical 
Trades Union was opened at Leicester on Friday last,at which 
over 40 members were enrolled. This is to be followed by a branch 
opening at the Devonsbire Hotel, Barrow-in-Furness, on Monday, 
April 21st, and the weck following at Preston, making the sixth 
additional branch opened this year. 


Electricity in Railway Engineering Shops.—The 
new railway engineering works of the Union Pacific Company at 
Omalia, U.S.A., ате to be electrically equipped throughont on the 
most modern principles. Direct coupled steam-driven generators 
of about 750 H.P. capacity are now being installed. It has been 
decided to split the driving power up into as small units as pos- 
sible, the idea being to provide each machine tool with an inde- 
pendent motor for its driving and control For this purpose over 
20 motors, ranging in size from 5 н.р. to 25 н.р., are to be put in. 
A similar installation is also being put down in the workshops of 
the Oregon Short Line Railroad Company at Pocatello, Idaho, where 
generating plant of about 500 H P. and 12 motors of from 5 H.P. to 
25 H P. are now being installed. The whole of the installation, in- 
cluding steam engines, generators and controlling devices, is of 
the well-known staudard Westinghouse types. The various 
machines are all being supplied under strict guarantees by the con- 
tractors, and there can be no doubt that the railway companies will 
derive considerable benefit from their adoption of modern waysand 
means of engineering manufacture. 


Exhibits,—At the Furniture Trades Exhibition at the 
Agricultural Hall, April 2nd to 12th, we noticed a nice selection of 
pedestals suitable for electric lighting and decorative purposes 
exbibited by Messrs. Chas. Marco & Co., 4, New Zealand Avenue, 
Е.С, Mr. W. Hotler, 264, Soho Square, showed specimens of ham- 
mered iron work and electric light fittings of tasteful design. 


Fuel Economisers.—W hat is probably the largest order 
ever placed for economisers bas been secured by the well-known 
makers and patentees of this apparatus, Messra. E. Green & Son, 
Limited, of Manchester and Waketield. The installation, when 
complete, will contain about 10,000 tubes, representing some 
100,000 sq. ft. of beating surface, and is for the new generating 
station to be erected by the syndicate who are electrifying the 
system of the Metropolitan and District Railways. Messrs. Green 
and Son, Limited, we are informed, have also secured several other 
Important orders for electrical undertakings— viz., the Manchester 
Corporation Stuart Street generating station (nearly 3,000 tubes), 
ёла also for Brussels and Berlin electric tram ways. 


At the Light Railways and Tramways Exhibition, at the 
Agricultural Hall this summer, Messrs. Green will exhibit ` ао 
economiser of 96 tubes, with the usual blow-off and safety valves 
and patent access branch pipes at tbe bottom; these latter are to 
facilitate the easy cleaning out of the bottom boxes. The top boxes 
will be fitted with internal lids, aud the economiser will be 
constructed for a working boiler pressure of 160 ]bs. The scraper 
motion will be driven by a motor. They will also exhibit a small 
5-in. horizontal high-speed engine for driving the scraper gearing 
where an electric motor is not available. 


Hart Traction Batteries.— The Hart Accumulator 
Company, Limited, of Stratford, are now placing on the market an 
entirely new form of cell for traction work, and they have issued a 
new list showing full psrticulars and prices. They have experi- 
mented very largely during recent years with cells for motor cars, 
the outcome being that the cell they are now supplying is specially 
suitable for such work. Lightness and cheapness are claimed as 
special features. 


Meeting of Creditors.—A meeting of the creditors of 
Lewis Bayliss, of Wednesbury, was held on Friday last week at 
the office of the Official Receiver (Mr. Sam Wells Page), Lichfield 
Street, Wolverhampton. A statement of the debtor's affairs 
appeared in the last issue of the ELECTRICAL Review. The meeting 
was of a purely formal character. It was resolved that Mr. W. R. 
Davies, chartered accountant, Birmingham, should act as trustee of 
the debtor’s estate on bebalf of the creditors at a remuneration to be 
afterwards determined upon, and the following gentlemen were 
appointed a committee of inspection :—Messrs. E. F. Cord well, 
London; Titley (Cable Company, Birmingham); and Foster 
(Gaskill & Groucutt, Birmingham). 


New Are Lamp.—The Knewe Arc Lamp Company, of 
232, Hornsey Road, Holloway, N.,is placing the Knewe enclosed 
arc lamp on the market. Among the important advantages claimed 
for it are:—It is a ‘‘single enclosure" lamp, and although the life 
of the carbons is somewhat shortened by this method, a maximum 


. of light is thereby obtained. With some lamps employing an inner 


globe, a serious loss of light is noticeable after a few hours’ burning, 
due to the deposit on this inner globe, but it is claimed that there 
is practically no deposit in the -Knewe lamp. The globe has not to 
be removed for trimming, thus reducing the bill for globe breakage. 
The trimming is very simple, and is easily performed. 
The lamp is only 20 in. in length, and is considered very neat, and 
is claimed to burn absolutely steadily. 


Proposed New Works.—The Leeds Mercury says :— 
“ Ап Austrian firm of electrical engineers are seeking to establish 
works in this country ; and Huddersfield baving been mentioned 
as one of three towns selected, a meeting of lccal moneyed men has 
been held, with the purpose of taking steps to float a company.” 


Reduction of Capital.—The petition for the reduction 
of capital of the Chloride Electrical Storage Syndicate to £135,250 
came before the Vice-Chancellor at the Chancery Court of Lancashire 
the other day, and the order was granted. 


Schmidt Superheating.— Messrs. Easton & Co. have 
received an order fren Messrs. Belliss & Morcom, Limited, of Bir- 
mingham, for one of the Schmidt patent direct fired superheaters, 
which we understand they propose to make use of for testing pur- 
poses in their works. 


Swinton and District Workshops Cup Competition. 
—In the first round of the above competition, the Chloride Elec- 
trical Storage Syndicate Football Club beat the General Electric 
Football Club by the substantial margin of 16 points to nothing. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Co. 
are removing their offices and showrooms to larger and more con- 
venient premises at 12, Carteret Street, Queen Anne's Gate, West- 
minster. All communications should be addressed there. 

The firm of Mr. H. Hodgson Wright will in future be known as 
Messrs. Hodgson Wright & Wood,and the business of electrical 
engineers will be continued at North Parade, Halifax. 

Messrs. Everett, Edgcumbe & Co. notify that owing to the 
extension of their business, they are removing to larger premises at 
151—153, Great Saffron Hill, Holborn Viaduct, E.C., o which 
address all communications shonld be sent. 

Messrs. C. A. Parsons & Co., of Newcastle-on-Tyhe, have recently 
opened offices at 99, Great Clyde Street, Glasgow, and have 
appointed Mr. A. A. W. Wynne, M.A., to represent them in Scot- 
land; for their steam turbines for driving dynamos, alternators, 
pumps, compressors, &c. We have received a copy of the firm's 
latest catalogue, in which many illustrations appear of the works, 
and of electricity supply stations in which the Parsons turbine is 
doing service. A full description of the engine is given. 

Messrs. W. F. Dixon & Co. have just added an extension to their 
premises at C.-on-M., Manchester, where they carry on the 
manufacture of raw-hide gears and electrical accessories. A 
special feature is made of electrical insulating work for tramway and 
railway carriages, gas and oil engines, &c. The works are equipped 
with the most modern tools and special appliances for the manu- 
facture of spur, bevel, worm, and friction wheels. 


Wheeler Cooling Towers.—The Wheeler Condenser 
and Engineering Company have received the contract to supply 
three sets of cooling towers for the Stuart Street Station, Man- 
chester, the plant to be capable of dealing with 300,000 
gallons of water per hour. They have also in hand at the present 
time a cooling tower and condensing plant for the Lister Drive 
Station at Liverpool of a capacity to deal with 42,000 Ibs. of steam 
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per hour, the outfit consisting of the fanless flue type of cooling 
tower. A duplicate plant of the same capacity is in hand also for 
the Carlton Iron Works. Among other plants in progress is a fau 


type cooling tower plant for the Staveley Coal and Iron Company, . 


Waraop Colliery, this consisting of fan-driven cooling tower with 
surface condenser and centrifugal pumps. The plant has a capacity 
to deal with 40,000 lbs. of steam per hour. The order for the exten- 
sions at the London United Tramways, Chiswick, consists of cooling 
tower with condensing plant to deal with 30,000 lbs. of steam, and 
also a cooling tower and condensing plant for the Lowestoft Electric 
Light Station. An order has been received for cooling tower and 
condensiug plant for power station at Helsingfors, in Russia. 
Among the many condensing plants on order are five large sets for 
the Great Northern Railway power station, a set for the Erith 
electric light station, and one for the Blackheath and Greenwich 
electric light station. A large plant is also on order for the Electro- 
lytic Alkali Company, of Middlewich, as wellas а number of plants 
in hand for refrigerating stations. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Austria.—Plans have been prepared for the establish- 
ment of a large plant at Tazen to utilise the water power of the 
River Save in the generation of electrical energy for lighting and 
power purposes at Laibach. 


Barnes.—The appeal against the assessment of the 
electric lighting works has been settled at £200 for the current 12 
months, and £400 subsequently. The agreement can be set aside if 
the U.D.C. should decideto supply power for traction purposes. 


Barnsley.— During the past year the plant has been con- 
siderably extended, and £9,748 has been spent on machinery. The 
number of consumers has increased from 209 to 280, the number of 
arc lamps from 15 to 27, and 41 motors of 191 н.р. are now in use. 
The lamp connection has also very largely increased —from an equi- 
valent of 14,825 8-с.р. to 22,183 8-c.P. lamps. The total receipts from 
the sale of energy amounted to £4,460 14s. 9d., and from fittings 
£149 6s. 1d , and the year's profit amounted to £2,543 4s. 3d., an 
increase of £292 8s. 9d. over last ycar. Bringing forward the 
balance from last year, £8 1s. 10d., and setting aside £2,397 Os. 5d. 
for interest and redemption, there remains a balance amounting 
to £154 5s. 8d., which is to be carried forward. The Com- 
Ga 115 unanimously agreed to reduce the flat rate charge from 


Basingstoke.—The T.C. has resolved to apply to the 
B. of T. for an extension of time for the electric lighting order, 
which expires in June next. 


Bath.—Application has been made to the L.G.B. for 
permission to borrow £25,000 in respect of the proposed alterations 
and extensions. Mr. Teague is preparing plans and maps, and the 
City Council has resolved to call Mr. Manville as a witness. The 
thanks of the Committee were tendered to Mr. Teague and his 
staff for the efficient services rendered by them, aud it was resolved 
that a gratuity of £52 10s. be granted to Mr. Teague, and that thc 
Council be recommended to grant a fee of £105 for the ensuing year, 
for services to be rendered by him in carrying out the proposed 
extensions. The staff also received gratuities. 


Bristol.— At the Bristol City Council meeting оп 
Tuesday, Alderman Pearson, the chairman of the Electrical Com- 
mittee, explained what the Committee intends to do to meet the 
growing demand for electricity for power purposes. The Temple 
Back station has for some time been packed with machinery for the 
lighting load, and several of the alternators are of small size, aud 
occupy much space in proportion to the kilowatt capacity. The 
intention is to gradually make the new station at Avonbank, on the 
outskirts of the city, the lighting station, there being there 
unlimited room for expansion. ‘The present change is the first step 
in this direction, Three alternators, two of 88 Kw. capacity each, 
and the other of 210 xw., will be displaced, and room made for 
two 500-xw. turbo-dynamos. The installation of one of these 
costing £6,300, the Council authorised on Tuesday ; and Alderman 
Pearson said if the power load went on increasing as it was now 
doing, he should shortly have to come for sanction for a second 
turbo-dynamo. Of the three displaced alternators, one will be 
transferred to Avonbank, and the two small ones disposed of, the 
loss being written off the revenue account of the works. <A fourth 
alternator of 210 Kw. will be turned from lighting to power purposes. 
The result of the changes will Le that the present power capacity 
will be increased from:480 Kw. to 1,190 K w., or a margin of 250 xw. 
over the demands actual and in sight. 

The Electrical Committee have entered into a contract for the 
supply of coal to the Temple Back works for the year ending 
March 25th, 1903, at 11s. 10d. per ton. 


Bulawayo.— The new engine equipment of the electric 
lighting works has been supplied by Messrs. Robey & Co., Limited. 


Carlisle,—The Electricity Committee of the Corporation 
has decided to make application to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow 
the sum of £24,000, the cost of the electric lighting extensions and 
plant for traction purposes. 


Cheltenham.—There are at present 570 consumers 
of electric light, with the equivalent of 35,760 8-с р. lamps con- 
nected. The T.C. has resolved to give the preliminary notices with 
a view to making application to the B. of T. for an amendment of 
the Electric Lighting Order by extending the area of supply to 
comprise the parishes of Prestbury, Bishop's Cleeve, Leckhampton, 
Swindon, Southam, Woodmancote, and Brockhampton. 


Chesterfield.— An electrical exhibition arranged by th 
Corporation was opened on Wednesday, 16th inst. by the Mayor. 
It will remain open until 24th inst. Mr. R. L. Acland has acted as 
organising manager. 


Dartmouth.—The Electric Lighting Company's plans 
have received the approval of the T:C., and the generating station 
will be erected at Sandquay as soon as possible. 


Edmonton.—The U.D.C. has received a deputation from 
the Ratepayers’ Association protesting against any expenditure 
upon electricity supply without the sanction of the ratepayers. 


Elland.—The D.C. has received the sanction of the 
L.G.B. to a loan of £16,000 for the electric lighting and refuse 
destructor scheme. 


Glasgow.—The following arrangement, though not 
officially sanctioned, may be taken as approximately correct. 
Negotiations between the tramways and lighting departments are 
still in progress, but the proposal at present is for the latter to take 
current from the former duriog the afternoons in winter, ranging 
from 4 to 24 hours. The tramways department have something 
like 5,000 н.р. stillto utilise, and it is thought that it will be fully 
10 years before this power will be required for extensions. The 
lighting department bave considerable additions to plant to make to 
meet next winter's estimated demand; hence the negotiations. 
The maximum and minimum demands it is proposed to fix at 1,800 
and 1,500 kw. respectively. The power will be transferred from 
Coplawhill sub-station of the tramways, to the St. Andrew's Cross 
station lof the lighting department, the current from the main 
generating station at Pinkston being transformed from 6,500 to 
350 volts alternating through transformers, and from 350 volts 
alternating to 550—600 volts direct through Westinghouse 
rotary converters, The demand proposed to be taken is 150,010 
B. of T. units per annum, the charge being 14d. per unit plus 5 per 
cent. on capital outlay expended for the purposes of transference of 
power, this being estimated at about £1,800. The annual payment 
is estimated at £1,023, and if the energy realises an average price 
of 4d. per unit,or even 34d. the flat rate, the net profit to the 
lighting department amounts to over £20,000. The proposed agree- 
ment is for three years. Tenders for the necessary plaut are to be 
advertised for. 


Greetland.—Tbe L.G.B. has sanctioned the application 
of the Council for power to borrow £16,000 for the purpose of pro- 
viding an electrical installation aud refuse destructor. 


Hendon.—The result of the recent D.C. election was the 
victory, by an overwhelming majority, of the two candidates who 
are opposed to the Council carrying out electric lighting in the 
district at present. Great interest in the election was evinced, and 
the poll was one of the heaviest cast for years. 

The D.C., at a recent meeting, decided to have a poll of the 
parish at an early date on the subject, but whether they will carry 
out the decision now sec ms somewhat doubtful. 


Kimberley.—A public meeting of townspeople hus 
authorised the Borough Council to borrow £10,000 under the Local 
Works Loan for the extension of the electric lighting system, with a 
proviso that no portion of the amount is to be expended upon any 
new generating plant otherwise than that already under order, until 
after consultation with the De Beers Company directors, unless it 
be found tbat the De Beers Company cannot deliver energy to the 
Council at a lower rate than the Council can produce it at. The 
explavation of this is that the De Beers Company are now erecting 
& central power station, probably the finest of its kind in South 
Africa, and negotiations are proceeding with a view to the Council 
taking a supply cf energy from De Beers if it be found mora advan- 
tagcous to do so. 


Lincolnshire.—4A combined electric lighting and pump- 
ing plant has just been installed at the Trent Iron Works. Accord- 
ing to the Shu field Independent, the motors, coupled direct to centri- 
fogal pumps, are distant from the works 1 mile and 13 miles respec- 
tively, and are capab'eof pumping 600 and 300 gallons per minute, lift- 
ing the water 30 ft. from tne minesintothedrain. They can be con- 
trolled from the works, and, being self-oiling, will run night and day 
when required. The power is generated by the surplus gas from the 
blast furnaces. All the iron smelting firms in North Lincolnshire 
have now adopted electric lighting throughout thcir works, aud for 
some time a good deal of tbe heavy machincry at the steel works 
has been propelled by electrical.energy. 


Long Eaton.—The D.C. last week considered the tenders 


for the electric installation. 


Lowestoft.—The T.C. has decided to adopt the following 
prices for energy for power purposes: — 24d. per unit up to 1.000 
units, 2d. per unit up to 2,000 units, and 15d. per unit 2,000 to 5,000 
units per annum. 

Lynn.—The T.C. is arranging to afford a supply of 
electricity for street and private lighting within the parish of 
Gay wood nt the same terms as those charged within the borough, 
provided a sufficient revenue be obtained. 
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Kilmarnock.—It is reported that Mr. Bryson, electrical 
engineer, bas put in a claim against the Corporation for the pay- 
ment of £976 17s. 3d. Mr. Bryson was consulting engineer to the 
Corporation in connection with the proposcd electric installation, 
but the scheme was abandoned, and the question taken up 
de movo. 


Manchester.—The Electricity Committee is now in a 
very favourable position for supplying energy, and is prepared to 
receive applications in connection with the Coronation festivities. 


Natal.—The Natal Government Railway Department has 
been advised to put down polyphase plant in the new electric 
station. 

A report has b:en presented to the Maritzburg Town Council 
on the subject of an expert being employed for the purpose of 
reporting upon the existing electric light system. The report states 
tbat “in selecting an expert it must be borne in mind that he must 
be a disciple of the alternating current system of electric lighting.” 


The report also recommends that the estimates, &c., for the extension. 


work be sent to England for the purpose of being checked. 


New Zealand.—Aus/ralasian Hardware and Machinery 
says that it is intended to invite Lieut.-Colonel Turretini, of Italy, 
who has had practical experience of such work since 1882, to 
visit New Zealand and report on the adaptability of any of 
the rivers or lades of Canterbury for generating electricity. If 
the expert is unable to come himself, he will be asked to suggest 
a member of his staff. . 

Tbe same journal says that the North Mount Lyell Mininy 
and Railway Company are erecting an electric light and motive 
power plant at Crotty, on the West Coast of Tasmaria. Mr. 
J. H. Newby, an engineer from Cincinnati, is in charge of the 
works, 


Newcastle.—The Finance Committee of the City Council 
із negotiating with the Tramways Committee for the supply cf 
electricity for the electric lighting of the municipal offices, &c. 


Partick.—The Burgh Commissioners have, decided to 
extend the public lighting in the burgh by adding 25 arc lamps. 
Tenders will be invited shortly by public advertisement. 


Romiord.—The U.D.C. is applying to the B. of T. to 
extend the prov. order for electric lighting for a further period of 
two years. 


Russia.—At the commencement of the present year the 
central station of the Société d'Eclairage Electrique de St. Peters. 
burg was supplying current to an equivalent of 222,741 10-c.r. lamps, 
a3 compared with 183,790 lamps at the beginning of 1901. The 
plant has now a capacity of 8,000 н.р. 


Sheffield.—At a meeting of the T.C. last week, Ald. 
Styring referred to the death of & man at the Theatre Royal, and 
stated that whatever was the cause of death, it was not an elcctric 
shock. 


Southampton.—Mr. Н. F. Street has further reported 
to the T.C., urging the necessity of taking immediate steps to pre- 
pare the site of the new generating station, so as to prevent delay 
in meeting the increased demand next winter. 


Stockton.—The T.C. has received the sanction of the 
L. G. B. to borrow the sum of £26,730 for electric light purposes, 
£21,000 being in respect of new works. 


Sunderland.—Mr. J. F. C. Snell, electrical engineer 
to the Corporation, bas been authorised (o visit Berlin and some 
English towns, to report on the distribution of electrical energy on 
the three-phase system. 


Sutton, — The Surrey Electric Power Distribution 
Company's generatiog station was ceremo dously opened last 
Saturday week, in the presence of a large gathering. The plant, 
&c., was briefly described in these columns on March 28th last. 


West Bromwich, — Mr. G. II. Tulloch, L. G. B. 
inspector, held an inquiry at West Bromwich last week, in 
reference to an application by the Corporation for sanction to 
borrow £10,000 for the purpose of defraying the cost of certain 
extensions, improvements, and new machinery necessary iu con- 
nection with the borough clectricity works. 


West Hartlepool.— The gross profit on the electric 
lighting concern during the past усаг was £1,238. Against this 
had to be eet interest and redemption of loans amountiny to 
£2,510, leaving a net deficit of £1,272. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Ayr.—The Town Council, by a vote of nine against eight, 
have decided to take a poll on the question of Sunday cars— 
whether they should be continued or not. It may be mentioned 
that the receipts on Sundays are about double those of an average 
week day. 


Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.—The Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company, on March 25tb. put into active service the 
third-rail system installed on the belt line between Camden station 
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and Waverley through its tunnels under Baltimore. Final tests 
were made and one of the electric locomutives was regularly using 
the third rail. The other two locomotives will follow suit as soon 
аз they are equipped for the purpose. Baltimore and Ohio engi- 
veers regard the system as a complete success, and the entire over- 
hcad electric conductors and supports will be torn down. The belt 
line bas been fenced in for its entire length where the third rail is 
used, to keep persons from walking onthe tracks. The third rail is 
charged over the whole route to Waverley, except at Camden and 
Mount Royal stations. In Baltimore the device used keeps the 
third rail "dead" until it is automatically cut in by the electric 
locomotive in passing over the surface. It is cut out by the same 
method. The remainder of the third railis protected by wooden 
guards. The system will prevent smoke and gases in the tunnel. .— 
New York Electricity. 


Clydebank.—At the meeting of Commissioners on 14th 
inst. the Provost intimated that negotiations were still proceeding 
with the Corporation of Glasgow regarding the extension of the 
latter's tramway system to and through the burgh of Clydebank. 


Croydon.—The Times says that on account of the Budget 
debate the Croydon and District Electric Tramways Bill, which 
was down for second reading “by order" at the time of private 
business, will be postponed until Monday next. Notices of motion 
for the rejection of the measure have been handed in by Mr. H. W. 
Forster and Mr. Vicary Gibbs. 


Crystal Palace.—On 10th inst. the Light Railways 
Commissioners heard opposition to the application of the 
Crystal Palace Light Railways and Tramways Company to con- 
struct а light railway (24 miles) from Camberwell to the Crystal 
Palace, and in the end the application was withdrawa. 


Deal.—In connection with the projected light railway 
between Deal and Sandwich, there is a proposal to include Walmer 
also. The Kent Electric Power Syndicate have offered to submit 
а comprehensive scheme, and, if desired, they are to undertake the 
ош of the line. The question is being considered by the three 
souncils. 


Dover.— The Corporation last week decided to oppose 
the projected electric light railways from Dover into the country. 


Eastbourne.—The Town Council last week had a long 
debate on the introduction of trams, the subject being brought 
before them by a recommendation of the Electric Light Committee 
that an application should be made to the Light Railway Commis- 
sioners for an order authorising the Council to construct and work 
tramways from the cast end into the centre of the town. The Com- 
mittee bad previously discussed an alternative scheme, which 
included a branch line to the Railway Station, estimated to cost 


£29,925. The scheme which the Committee recommended the 


Council to adopt was the shorter onc, the length of which would be 
only 1 mile and 250 yards, and this with a single track. The engi- 
necer estimated the cost as follows :— 


Single track, Archery Hotel to Post Office А - .. £9,500 
Ditto to the car sheds Y" - Р s а 1,875 
Four cars.. ss ba es V T eu P4 2,600 
Car house, &c, .. ex ze ne gu es эз А 2,500 
Four passing places .. 600 


Feeder cables, steam dynainos, switch board and connections 3,460 


Total T a . . £20,525 


It was suggested that the cars should run every 10 minutes between 
the hours of 6 a.m. and 11 pm. The estimated cost of running, 
inclusive of interest and sinking fund, was 9d. per car-mile. This 
would necessitate carrying atleast nine passengers in each car over 
the whole line to make the scheme pay. There has been a great 
demand by the working-class population of the east end for a cheap 
and rapid means of transit into the centre of the town, but 
strenuous opposition has been raised by the people in other neigh- 
bourhoods, who contend that the introduction of trams would drive 
away carriage visitors. The advocates of the scheme urged the 
extension of trams to the other extremities of the town; but, after 
considerable discussion, it was resolved, by 18 votes to 9, to defer 
the whole question until the Electric Light Committee had reported 
upon a scheme for running a motor 'bus service, powers for which 
are sought in the Corporation Bill now before Parliament. 


Glasgow.—The last horse car disappeared from this 
system last week, the Shettleston —-Tolleross section having been 
now conipleted for electric cars. 


Hampton Wick.—The L. U. T. track between the foot 
of the bridge and Hampton Court was commenced last week. A 
very large number of men are at work upon it, and the 14 miles will 
probably be finished within a month. Мо steps have yet been taken 
to widen hiugston Bridge. 


Jarrow.—The B.E.T. Co. intend shortly to commence 
the construction of the light railway through the borough. ~ 


Johannesburg.—A deadlock has been reached regarding 
the re-starting of the tramways. The Town Council are determined 
to get control of the system, but the company will not enter into 
negotiations with them. In the new powers which are sought by 
the Council, they apply for the sole right to construct electric 
tramways. 


Johnstone. Renfrewshire, — А letter from Mr. Murphy, 
the promoter of the Paisley District Tramways Compauy, was read 
at the Council meeting on 14th inst., infimating that his plaos and 
arrangements were now almost complete fur approval by the local 
authorities. 
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Liverpool.—From the capital account of the Corporation 
tramways to December 31st, 1901, it appears that the net 
expenditure on the acquisition of properties, reconstructing track 
and constructing new track, cost of rolling-stock and other stock, 
and of works and charges in connection with the establishment of 
the electric tramways, had been £1,749,128 9a. up to December 31st 
last. The heaviest item of the outlay has been the purchase 
money paid to the Liverpool Uhited Tramways and Omnibus 
Company for their property, which was £567,375. On tramway 
lines, £257,821 108. 4d. had been paid up to the end of last year, 
and on reconstruction and extensions, £561,586 11s. 3d. Land and 
buildings cost £102,659 14s. 7d. Cars cost £250,943 15s. 10d. The 
stamp duty on the conveyance of the old tramways undertaking to 
the Corporation required £2,837. The expenses incurred in the 
promotion of the tramways provisional order amounted to 
£2,224 198. 9d. Engineers’ fees amounted to £2,967 6s. only. 


.London to Dover.—The Yorkshire Daily Post reports 
that two alternative routes are being surveyed in Kent for the 
purpose of a double line of electric railway between London and 
Dover, for which it is proposed to ask for powers in the next 
Session of Parliament. One route is vid Maidstone and the other 
viá Chatham. 


London Underground Schemes.—The daily press has 
been publishing a good deal this week about Mr. Yerkes’ new com- 
pany—the Underground Electric Railways Company of London, 
formed with a capitalof £5,000,000. "The objects of the company 
are stated as follows :—For the purpose of electrifying the District 
Railway, and building and working by ele tricity the following 
lines :—(1) The Brompton and Piccadilly Railway. (2) The Great 
Northern and Strand Railway. (3) The Charing Cross, Euston and 
Hampstead Railway. (4) The Baker Street and Waterloo Railway. 
The mode of construction proposed and the character of the work 
generally is to be similar to that adopted on the Central London 
Railway. The lines will be double throughout, each road being 
carried in a separate tunnel, lined with cast-iron. These tunnels 
will be constracted for the greater part of their length through 
London clay, and will be driven in the ordinary way by means of the 
“ Greathead " shield, and at such depths as to avoid interference 
with the sewers, gas, or water mains. At the stations there will be 
platforms 300 ft in length and 11 ft. in width. Lifts and stair- 
ways willalso be provided. Facilities are to be given for the inter- 
change of traffic where the lines cross each other and where they 
are adjacent to existing railways. А central power station is pro- 
posed to be constructed in Lot's Road, Chelsea, with access from rail 
and river, where high-pressure, three-pbise, alternating current will 
be generated and transmitted by cables to 20 sub-ststions. At these 
sub-stations the alternating current will be converted into direct 
current at 500 volts, in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Trade. It is proposed that the trains shall consist of seven 
carriages (two of which will be motor cars), each measuring 50 ft. 
over all, and each seating 48 persons. 


Metropolitan District.—In the London Sheriffs’ 
Court on 11th inst., before Mr. Undcr-Sheriff Burchell aud a special 
jury, Mr. Wall, a building contractor, of Chelsea Creek, set up n 
claim for compensation from the Metropolitan and District Railway 
in respect of the removal of his works in Chelsea Street, Fulbam, on 
the site of which the railway proposed to erect their generatiny 
station for the electrification of the line. Sir Edward Clarke stated 
that some extraordinarily large amounts of money were involved. 
The claim was in respect of the reinstatement of Mr. Wall in 
business from the north side of the river tothe south side. He had 
to give possession in a fortnight, and if there was six months’ 
delay in his work he would be mulcted in his present contracts in 
penaltiea amounting to £25,000. Mr. Green, of Chancery Lane, 
assessed the proper amount of compensation at £70,387. The 
inquiry was adjourned. 


Middleton.—The opening of the new electricity works 
of the Middleton Corporation, near Manchester, which was fol- 
lowed by the opening of the Middleton Electric Traction Com- 
pany’s tramways, took place on Monday last. A large company 
assembled outside the works, and the engineers (Messrs. Lacey, 
Clirehugh & Sillar) presented to Alderman Walker, chairman 
of the Electricity Committee, a gold key, with which he opened 
the doors. The works are situated in the centre of the town, 
adjacent to the gas works and municipal buildings, and are, there- 
fore, extremely convenient for the ofticials and all concerned. The 
equipment comprises three engines direct coupled to dynamos 
capable of supplying all the power required by the Electric Trac- 
tion Co., as well as an additional three miles, which will shortly be 
completed in tbe direction of Manchester. So far, there have been 
20 applicants for illumination, and this department is also regarded 
as satisfactory. The engines were started, and afterwards the party 
were conveyed over the system of eight miles at present open, 
returning to the Town Hallforluncheon. Councillor J. J. Schofield, 
Mayor of Middleton, presided, and after the usual loyal toasts, Mr. 
J. S. Haworth, M. I. C. E., director of the British Electric Traction 
Company, Limited, proposed Тһе Corporation of Middleton,” 
and congratulated the town on the inauguration of the enterprise, 
remarking tbat local travelling would ultimately become as cheap 
as main line travelling, and there would soou be a magnificent 
iramway system throughout Lancashire. It behoved them to con- 
sider the question as to who should work them, or whether they 
should be allowed to get into the bands of one great Corporation, 
Manchester, for instance.—County Councillor Aspell proposed the 
toast of " The Middleton Electric Traction Company, Limited,” 
which, he said, was the very latest of the numerous progeny of the 
British Electric Traction Company. The Corporation and the 


public of Middleton wished them every success.—Mr. Raworth 
responded, and Mr. Price, of the British Electric Traction Company, 
also replied in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Stephen Sellon, their 
chief engineer. The trams, which were gaily decorated with flags, 
&c., continued to run throughout the day, and were well patronised 
by the public. 


Moville.—As already intimated, the preliminaries for 
approaching the Irish Privy Council for authority to construct an 
electric tramway connecting the port of Derry with Moville have 
been arranged. The scheme has been in hand for some time. So 
far back as August last Mr. Wyndham, the Irish Chief Secretary, 
was approached on the matter by a deputation, but nothing came of 
it. Some London financiera and gentlemen interested ia railway 
construction subsequently took the matter up, with the result that 
they have decided to construct the line. The system to be adopted 
if the scheme have a successful issue, is the overhead trolley. The 
line will rua from Derry vid Culmore, and partly by road. It is 
proposed to generate electricity by turbines driven by Cabry River, 
Onigley's Point. Moville is the embarking and landing place for 
the Anchor and Allan Steamship Lines. 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.— The electric tramways are m.king 
headway. as was shown by the figures Mr. W. Cail, the chairman 
of the Committee, submitted at the Council meeting on the 9th 
inst. The report stated that during the four weeks ended March 
29th there had been 70 cars in use and 158,000 miles had been гип, 
the receipts amounting to £7,836, or an average of 11 9d. per car- 
mile. The cars had carried 1,757,373 passengers, or seven and a half 
times the population of the city. Sir Chas. Hamond thought the time 
had arrived for the Committee to give a statement of the expenses 
incurred for working, wages, &c. Mr. Cail said he would rather 
Sir Charles brought the matter up in the form of a motion, a course 
which Sir Charles said he would adopt. On a motion by Mr. 
Erederick Heald it was decided that the Finance Committee should 
be recommended to negotiate with the Tramway Committee for 
terms for the supply of electrical energy and lighting to the various 
properties of the Corporation. 


Newport (Mon.).—4Àt the County Council meeting last 
week, the direct labour question in connection with reconstructing 
and altering the tramways for electrical traction was discussed. 
Tbe Electricity and Tramways Committee being equally divided as 
to the question of contract versus direct labour, left the matter 
for the Council to decide. It was resolved te invite tenders for 
the work. 


Oldbury and Blackheath.—The Oldbury U.D.C., on 


Friday last, considered correspondence with the Birmingham and 
Midland Tramway Company respecting the tramways to be соп- 
structed between Oldbury and Blackheath aud Langley, and gave 
its consent to the scheme. The clerk (Mr. W. Shakespeare) ex- 
plained that since the last meeting of the Council he had had a 
great deal of correspondence with the solicitors of the company, 
who at first suggested that the Council should contribute something 
towards the cost of widening Halesowen Strect, but be replied that 
this proposal could not be entertained. The company now proposed 
to widen the respective streets, including Halesowen Street, upon 
condition that the Council extended the period of the lease, after 
which they would have tbe right to purchase the existing or any 
new tramways that might be constructed to Oldbury, in from 21 to 35 
years. They required a clause to be inserted in the Bill to this 
effect. It was pointed out that the widening of Halcsowen Strect 
would coet from £19,000 to £20,000. 


Renfrew.—The agreement between this burgh and the 
Corporation of Glasgow is now ready for signature, aud the 
extension of the tramway system to Renfrew is to be proceeded with. 


Sweden. — The Falun-Vesterdalen Railway Company 
have approached the Swedish Governmeat with regard to a subsidy 
of 100,000 kroners to enable them to make some experiments with 
electric traction on their line, with the view of its eventuai 
general adoption. The demand for the subsidy is based on the 
statement that the experiments would be of service to the State 
Railway authorities in connection with their talked-of scheme of 
adopting electric in place of steam traction. If the trials are taken 
in band by the Falun-Vesterdalen Railway Company, water power 
will be utilised. 


Tooting.—The transformation of the L.C.C. tramways 
to electric traction has been commenced at this end of the Tooting— 
Westminster line by Мезвге. J. G. White & Co. Ample arrange- 
ments are made to avoid interfering with the existing service. 


Twickenham. — Difficulty has been found in Heath Road 
in lay ing the L. U. T. track by the nearness of water mains to the 
road surface. The U.D.C. has agreed to the level being raised on 
the company arranging with the occupiers affected by the 
operation. No less than 33 owners have petitioned the Council 
against the alteration. | 


Wolverhampton.—Our local correspondent writes as 
follows: —“ During the past fortnight very considerable progress has 
been made with tre reconstruction of the tramway. The men are 
now busy on the Tettenhall Road, and very soon a junction will be 
formed with the lines on the Newhampton Road. The Lorain 
Company, too, is showing more activity. A large number of con- 
tact boxes have arrived from America, and several hundred of 
these have been placed in position. At the Council meeting on 
Monday the chairman of the Tramways Committee stated his con- 
tident belief that the trams would be ready for the opening of the 
Exhibition on May 1st, that is, provided, of course, the Government 
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inspector gives the necessary permit to run. Great indignation is 
expressed on all hands that in order to place the contact boxes in 
position it is necessary to take up almost a third of thc track, thus 
involving a serious waste of material and time. The article on the 
Lorain system which appeared in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW a fort- 
night ago was quoted in ertenso in the E.rpress and Star, and there 
have been many expressions of regret that such an able criticism of 
the Corporation's scheme had not appeared earlier, because it 
might have caused some of the local legislators tô pause. Deputa- 
tions from the Leicester and Warwick Corporations have within 


the past fortnight visited Wolverhampton and inspected the surface 


contact system." 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES 


New Telegraph Cables to the Malay Archipelago. 
--Tbe Times үө the following notes from “A Correspon- 
dent" on April Зга:—“ In July, 1901, a telegraph convention was 
signed between Germany and Holland, the importance of which 
transpired only recently, when the Dutch Government laid a Bill, 


embodying its main provisions, before the Statcs-General at the 


Hague for their approval. The details of this joint scheme are 
very elaborate. In substance, however, it furnishes the two signa- 
tory Powers with the requisite authority to establish a new tele- 
graphic communication between Germany and Holland, on the one 
hand, and their Asiatic possessions on the other, by means of cables, 
which shall be under the joint control of the two Powers and inde- 
pendent of the British cable companies concerned. It is proposed 
to accomplish this end by the formation of a German-Dutch cable 
company, the seat of which will probably be at Cologne. This 
cable company is to obtain the exclusive concession for laying 
telegraph cables from Menado, the chief place of Northern Celebes, 
to the island of Guam, belonging to the group of the Marianas, now 
in the possession of Germany, and from Guam to Shanghai. At 
Guam these cables will connect with the American Pacific cable 
between San Francisco and the Pbilippines. 'l'he Dutch Govern- 
ment having undertaken to lay a cable between Menado and Balik 
Papan, in Borneo, where a telegraphic communication already exists 
with Java, the result of the whole scheme, when completed, will be 
the establishment of an independent German-Dutch cable commu- 
nication with the colonies of the two States in Asia, and with China, 
by way of San Francisco. The German-Dutch Cable Company, to 
be formed at Cologne, with articles of association to be approved 
by the Governments of the two States, will receive during a period 
of (at most) 20 years an aunual subsidy which, in the case of 
Germany, will amount to about £30,000, and in the case of the 
Netherlands to about £14,000. But up to 90 per cent of the receipts 
of the company will be used for the purpose of reducing the annual 
subventions. The joiat control of the two Powers will be exercised 
by an international directorate, one quarter of the directors being 
German subjects, and as many again Dutch subjects. Of the two 
managing directors, one must be a German, the other a Nether- 
lander. The two Governments will, moreover, be represented on 
the board of the cable company by an official commissary. The 
convention, as far as its contents are known, contains an important 
proviso. In case of disputes concerning its interpretation, the 
siguatory Powers agree to invoke, and abide by, the deci«ion of the 
International Court of Arbitration at the Hague. But to the text 
of the treaty itself there is added a protocol, the contents of which 
arc secret, and which protocol has, therefore, not been laid before 
the States-General. This has provoked some adverse criticism in 
the Dutch Press, which points out that such arrangements conflict 
with Article 59 of the Dutch Constitution, providing that all treaties 
whercby a cession of territory or an imposition of financial burdens 
13 contemplated must be laid before the Legislature in full. And, 
naturally enough, а deal of speculation has been set afoot as to whit 
the secret protocol may or may not contain, and in how far the 
convention itself may be affected by it. It is considered very likely 
that the contents of the said protocol are of a political nature, and 
deal with the dangers arising out of a state of war at some future 
datc, against which the contracting Powers may want to arm them- 
selves beforehand as much as possible. The treaty itself does not 
profess (о contemplate a state of war. By it the contracting Powers 
aim at safeguarding an independent cable communication with their 
colonies in times of peace. But how could the same independence 
be maintained in a state of war? It will be remembered that, when 
the international conference for the protection of submarine cables 
mct in Paris 20 years ago, the British Commissioners declared 
that they could not sign the convention then drafted unless 
the Powers represented at the conference agreed to the principle 
that belligerents would be left free to act when involved in 
war. The said Powers did so agree, and the treaty of March, 
1884, contains a proviso to the effect desired by England at that 
time. How the Americans acted in the l'hilippines during their 
war with Spain is well known; and it is taken for granted 
on the Continent that, if England became involved in a European 
war, she would no more respect the ncutrality of submarine cables 
belonging to belligerents than the Americans did at Manila. Inthe 
interests of international commerce such neutrality of cables would 
he, no donbt, highly desirable. The time may come when the 
advocates of neutral submarine cables will be able to carry their 
point : but obviously the German and Dutch Governments are of the 
opinion that the prospects of immediate reform iu thi- direction 
are not very bright at the present moment; and hence their secret 
protocol above referred to." 


The Pacific Cable.— Reuter reported on 9th inst. that 
the Pacific cable had reached Fiji. 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade.—March proved 
to be one of the quietest months, as regards the exports of tele- 
graph wire and apparatus connected therewith from this country, 
that has been experienced for а long time past. The shipments 
during the month only attained & value of £36,740, which compares 
with £126,330 in February last and £106,638 in March, 1901. For 
the first quarter of the current year, too, the exports show a decline, 


having only amounted to £749,355 as contrasted with £829,270 


in the corresponding three months of last year. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
Latakia-Cyprus .. "t ax T ee June 90, 1809 .. ee 
Alexandria-Laruaca ее ee ee ee ee Jan. 19, 1902 [ ее 
Assab-Massowah zx «á. - is .. March 17, 1902.. 0 
Perim-Obock ee oe ee ee ee oe Feb. 26, 1902 ee April 10. 
Cayenne-Pinheiro © ws vs - .. March 8, 1908 .. April 10. 
Colon-Jamaica .. Es 25 ^. T .. March 18, 1902.. April 10. 
Zanzibar-Mombassa .. © iy .. March 13, 1902.. ia 
Suakin-Djedda ee ee oe ee oe ee April 16, 2902 es 

LANDLINES :— 

" Via Hanekin “ on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 94,1900 .. T 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 .. oe 
Guanta-Barcelona А де “ә vs .. March 17, 1902 .. Ws 
Berlin-Versovic .. s s vs 2s .. March 81, 1902.. 
Barcelona-Ciudad Bolivar .. - sè .. March 6, 1902 .. 


Wireless Telegraphy.— In the House of Commons Mr. 
Norman asked the Secretary to the Admiralty whether he would 
state what total amount had been paid for the use of the Marconi 
system of wireless telegraphy and the purchase of instruments, upon 
how many ships this system was installed, upon how many ships it 
was now in use, and upon how many ships a different system of 
wireless telegraphy was in use. 

Mr. Arnold-Foster, in reply, said that no public purpose would be 
gerved by supplying the details. 

In the Commons on 11th inst. also on behalf of Mr. Norman, the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as representing the Postmaster-Geueral, 
was asked whether he would state what total sum bad been сх- 
pended by the Post Office in connection with wireless telegraphy. 
whether for purchases, for experiments, or for paymente to 
individuals. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, in reply, said that experiments in con- 
nection with wireless telegraphy had extended over a number of 
years, and the Postmaster-General feared that it would not Le 
possible for him to furnish the information desired by the hon. 
member without considerable expense, which would scarcely be 
justified by the results. Such expenditure as has been incurred has 
been charged partly to the Vote for the Board of Trade and partly 
to the Post Office Vote for Telegraphs. 

The New York //eraid's correspondent at Washington states that 
Mr. Hay, Secretary of State, will notify to Germany that the 
United States looks favourably on Germany's proposal for au 
International control of wireless telegraphy. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—May 7th. А 20-ton electrical overhead 
crane for the Dee Village electricity works. Sec “Official Notices " 
April 11th. 


Barrow-in-Furness.— May 7th. Arc lamps, columns, 
switch-pillars aud sundry materials for the Corporation. See 
" Official Notices " to-day. 


Bath.—April 21st. Steam dynamos, motor-alternator, 
balancer, switchgear, transformers, water softener, arc and glow 
lamps, cables and meters, &c. See Official Notices April 11th. 


Bexley.— April 21st and 28th. Tram rails, fishplates, &c., 
also engines, alternators, and dynamos, for the U.D.C. See 
„Official Notices March 28th. 


Burton-on-Trent. — April 22nd. The Corporation 
wants tenders for the construction of about 53 miles of route, single 
line with passing places; consulting engineers, Messrs. Kincaid, 
Waller & Manville. 


Bury.—May 8th. Tramway feeders, conduits, and 
street-work for thc Corporation. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 

Cleckheaton.—May 2rd. Direct current motors for the 
U.D.C. Sec ' Official Notices " to-day. 

Dundee.—April 21th. Triple-expansion engine and 
750-kw. dynamo for the electricity department. See Oſticial 
Notices " April 4th. 

Edinburgh.—April 28th. Electricity meters for 12 
months. See Official Notices” April 11th. 

France.—The French Post and Telegraph authorities in 
Paris are inviting tenders until May 1st, for the supply of 695,000 
porcelain insulators in eight lots.  Particulars may be obtained 


from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Sous Secretariat d'Etat des 
Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 103, Paris. 


(Continued on page 651.) 
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THE BERLIN OVERHEAD AND UNDER- 
GROUND ELECTRIC RAILWAY. 


BEFORE commencing a detailed description of the combination 
overhead and underground electric railway which has recently 
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Fic. 1.—MaP or BERLIN RaAILWA:S.. 


been completed in Berlin, a little space may be devoted to a 
brief résumé of the history of the undertaking, which dates 
back to 1880. In that year Werner Von Siemens, as a 
result of his miniature electric railway—the first of the kind 
—in the grounds of the Berlin 
Industrial Exhibition in 1879, 
drew up plans for a proposed 
overhead electric railway in 
the Friedrichstrasse, Berlin. 
Although the scheme was not 
proceeded with owing to the 
fact that the thoroughfare was 
found to be not sufħiciently 
wide, the ever increasing demands 
for improved transport facilities 
in the German capital caused 
Messrs. Siemens & Halske to 
apply themselves to the work- 
ing out of a plan to equip 
Berlin with a system of electric 
railways independent of the 
tramway routes. 

After many years’ labour the 
firm laid before the German 
Ministry of Public Works a 
project for the construction of 
an overhead railway, 8 kilo- 
metres long, to connect the 
eastern and western parts of 
Berlin, extending from the 
Warsaw Street Station of the 
Berlin Metropolitan Railway 
to the Zoological Gardens. The original route, which took 
in the central portion of the city, did not meet with approval, 


and eventually the one shown in the map (fig. 1) was decided . 
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upon. Owing to the alteration of route, a branch to the 
Potsdam Railway Station, in order to tap the traffic in the 
city, was proposed and agreed to, and the scheme received 
the Royal assent in May, 1898. While the construction of 
the line, which, in the original plans, was to be overhead 
the whole of its length, was in pro- 
gress, it was found necessary to make 
an important alteration, viz., that. 
from the Nollendorf Platz, westwards, 
would have to be underground instead 
of overhead. The change was partly 
due to the municipal authorities of 
Charlottenburg deciding in favour of 
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TwA the former system, and after a long 
E E period of negotiation a 90 years’ con- 
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cession was granted in 1896 and 1897, 
and the Royal assent to the alterations. 
given in December, 1899. Since then 
an arrangement has been concluded with 
the municipal body concerned for the 
extension of the line—underground— 
from the Zoological Gardens along 
the route shown in broken lines in the 
map (fig. 1) to the centre of Charlotten- 
burg. Naturally the question of trans- 
ferring the trains from an overhead 
line to an underground one was the 
cause of much study, and after many plans and proposals. 
had been considered, the establishment of an incline between 
the Nollendorf Platz and Eisenach Strasse was decided upon. 

Protracted negotiations were necessary with the muni- 
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ORERBAUM BRIDGE, AND STRALAUER THOR STATION. 


cipal authorities of Berlin, Schéneberg and Charlottenburg, 
and with the State Railway authorities and private owners 


with reference to the use of land, but finally all was 


d 2 F 


648 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. Мо. 1,273, APRIL 18, 1902. 


Fic. 2.—TRIANGULAR JUNCTION. 


satisfactorily arranged, the Berlin municipality in addition 
placing at disposal a large area between the Warsaw Strasse 
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PRINZENSTRASSE STATION. 


aud the Warsaw Platz for use as a terminal station. The 


three municipal bodies concerned are each to receive a 
certain percentage on the receipts, and 
have, at the end of the 30th year, in accord- 
ance with the Light Railway Law, the option 
of acquiring and taking over the line. То 
the State Railway authorities a fixed annual 
sum is to be paid in return for the use of 
the land and other concessions made. 

Under the auspices of the Deutsche Bank, 
Die Gesellschaft fiir Electrische Hoch und 
Untergrundbahnen in Berlin was launched 
in April, 1897, for the purpose of constructing 
and working the line, an agreement being 
entered into by the company with Messrs. 
Siemens & Halske, whereby the latter concern 
was to construct and equip the line. The 
work of construction occupied a period of 
25 years. Work on the eastern section was 
commenced in the autumn of 1896, and the 
part between the Hallesches Thor and the 
Oberbaum Bridge completed, with the ex- 
ception of the stations, by the end of 1899. 
The remaining portion of the eastern section 
occupied a much longer time, owing 
principally to the important buildings at 
the Warsaw Strasse terminus and to the 
station at the Schlesisches Thor, which 
latter was not completed until the middle 
: of 1901. On the western section work 
was commenced in 1898, the line along the Hallesches 
bank at the side of the Landwehr Canal being the first to 


receive attention. 
the overhead line—the triangular junction, the bridges over 


Subsequently the most difficult part of 
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Fic. 3.—ELEVATION OF VIADUCT. 


the State Railways, the station at the Hallesches Thor, and 
the branch line to the Potsdamer Platz—was taken in hand, 
the last named being only completed in the 
autum of 1901. Simultaneously the erection 
of the viaduct and stations in the Bülow 
Strasse and the Nollendorf Platz and the 
construction of the underground portion of 
the route were in progress, with the result 
that the whole line was completed by the end 
of 1901. 

With the view of reducing the cost of 
installation and to facilitate the construction 
of the line in certain thoroughfares of Berlin, 
the normal standards of ordinary railways 
were not entirely adhered to. At the same 
time, the establishment of a double track 
throughout was decided upon, the track 
itself being the same as the railway standard, 
so that, should occasion arise, the rolling 
stock of the electrical railway can be taken 
over ordinary railways. 

On the overhead portion and on the 
inclines the distance from the centre of one 
track to that of the other is 3 metres (9°84 
ft.), while in the tunnels, owing to there 
being central supports, it is 3:21 metres 
(10:6 ft.). There are no curves on the line 
with a radius of less than 80 metres (262-4 
ft.), while the steepest gradient (except on 
the inclines, where it is 1 in 32) is 1 in 38. 
Including the two termini, there arealtogether 
13 stations on the line ; they have been located at important, 
street crossings, where therei is usually a heavy pedestrian traffic. 


POTSDAMER PLATZ STATION. 


At the same time, efforts were made to locate the stations 


at equal distances, so as to get the full advantage of ‘the 
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maximum speed allowed. The average distance between 
stations is 900 metres (984 yards), the minimum distance— 
between the Stralauer Thor station and the Warsaw Strasse 
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Fic. 5 —DIAdBAM OF INCLINE. 


terminus—being 322 metres (352 yards), and the maximum 
—between the Bülow Strasse and the Potsdamer Platz 
stations—1,923 metres (1 mile 342 yards). Eventually the 
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Fic. 6.—ComparRaTIVE SECTIONS OF VARIOUS UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC AND STEAM RAILWAYS, 


Section between the Schlesisches Thor 
and Stralauer Thor stations will be the 


2 N! p | shortest, as it is intended to build a new 
L 1411 1 | | terminus on the eastern side of the 
F | ae os 2 _ Warsaw Strasse State Railway station. 
fi pea да ы u | : | IN The length of the whole line, as at pre- 
| zt a : eS SLI ol uU -— ew — 3 Ù i ci 
Ёр eee AREER m Du Pe ОИНАЕ: А ume кек \ sent completed, is 10 kilometres 530 
12 — — n metres (6 miles 953 yards). 


It is not necessary for our purpose to 


— EN. x Áo) describe at length the architectural 
— 7 YAR // feat f the li d stati A 
ZEERREREERMÓ. M, eatures о e line and stations. An 

: LE “у VA XEM 
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- m 
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| * iy , idea of these will be gathered by a glance 
= с ap at several of the illustrations given here- 
У Н with, from which it will be seen that no 

NEL UD expense has been spared in making the 


viaduct and buildings worthy of the 
undertaking. 

With but one or two exceptions, all 
the thoroughfares along which the line 
runs are wide and provided with a central 
walk for pedestrians, the width — from 
building to building—ranging from 31 
to 52 metres (100 to 170 ft.). Except 
in certain parte, the viaduct is built over 
the central strip, which in the Biilow 
Strasse and the Skalitzer Strasse has an 
extreme width of from 11 to 15°3 metres 
(36 to 50 ft.). Thus there is ample 
space for a large roadway for vehicular 
traffic on each side of the viaduct. 
Fic. 7.—Cross-Section THROUGH THE WITTENBERG PLATZ STATION. At one part of the Gitschinerstrasse 
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the central path only measures 6 metres (19:6 ft.) 
over all, but even here it was found possible to 
erect the viaduct without interfering with the thorough- 
fare, Along the Hallesches bank of the Landwehr 
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ARCHWAY AT TEMPELHOFER, AND PowER STATION. 


Canal the viaduct does not occupy any part of the road, but 
is carried on masonry supports built on the canal bank. 
Four waterways are crossed by the line—first, over the River 
Spree by the Oberbaum bridge ; second, over the Wasserthor 
basin near the Elisabet-ufer; third, over the Landwehr Canal; 
and fourth, on the branch to Potsdamer Platz, again over 
the canal. 

One of the most important parts of the line to construct 
was the triangular junction rendered necessary by the 
branch line to Potsdamer Platz. It is situated on the 
10,000 sq. metres of land leased from 
the State Railway authorities. Not- 
withstanding that the smallest, radius of 
curve permitted was adopted, the 
Junction occupies an area of 8,000 sq. 
metres, and has sides 250 metres (820 
ft.) long. Owing to the track being 
a double one, there would, at this 
triangular junction, had the ordinary 
system been adopted, not only have 
been several branching-off points, but 
also numerous crossings. ‘The latter, 
even with the most perfect method of 
signalling, would, owing to the height 
of the viaduct, have been somewhat 
dangerous, while much time would 
have been lost owing to trains having 
to wait while others passed over the 
crossings. To get over these diffi- 
culties, the interesting plan depicted 
in fig. 2 was adopted, the different 
tracks being carried over and above 
one another in an ingenious manner, 
and this without exceeding the 
scheduled maximum gradient of 1 in 
38. The change in the level of 
the up and down tracks necessitated, 
of course, a separation of the double 
track viaduct into separate single- 
track ones. Naturally, although 
the arrangement adopted caused 
a large increase in the first cost of the line, the 


facility with which the trains get over the triangular 
junction, owing to there being no crossings, has greatly 
increased the carrying capacity, and consequently the earning 
capacity, of the line. 

In view of the relatively high undergound water level, and 
in order to keep down the cost, it was necessary to make the 
underground tunnel as near the road surface as possible. At 
the same time the requirements of the municipal authorities 
had to be adhered to, those of Charlottenburg insisting upon 
a distance of 70 centimetres (27 in.) between the upper 
edge of the tunnel roof and the surface of the road. Only 
at the underground stations is this distance reduced to 40 
centimetres (152 in.). The top of the rails in the under- 
ground portion of the line is, on the average, 14 ft. 5 in. 
below the road, there being but little variation in the level 
on this section. Notwithstanding the relatively level nature 
of Berlin, there is, however, а distance of about 65 ft. 
between the lowest and highest points on the whole iine, the 
highest part being on the viaduct over the Circle Railway. 

Passing to the structural features of the line, it may here 
be mentioned that the length of the steel viaducts and 
bridges (excluding stations) is roundly 4 miles 940 yards; 
that of the masonry viaducts and bridges (including stations) 
1,049 yards; that of the underground portion, 1 mile 98 yards. 
Under the conditions imposed, the viaduct in the public 
thoroughfares was to be so constructed as not to prevent the 
use by the public of the portion of road below it, nor to prevent. 
one side of the road being seen from the other, and it was 
these conditions that, necessitated the employment of an iron 
viaduct for the bulk of the line. Various types of viaduct. 
have been adopted, the one mostly used being that in which 
the supports are rigidly connected with the girders and 
pivoted at their base, to provide for the effect of varying 
temperatures on the viaduct. This method has also the 
advantage that the supports have only the weight of the 
girders to carry, no other moments being set up. The 
supports are connected to the girders by curved arms, giving: 
the viaduct a pleasing appearance. The distance between 
the supports differs according to the height of the viaduct = 
at parts it is 39:3 ft.; at the stations, 49°2 ft.; at certain 
points, 54 ft.; and at others, 68°8 ft. The inside width of 
the viaduct, on the track, is 7 metres (23 ft.), thus leaving 
room for a narrow footpath on each side of the lines. 
An elevation of the viaduct on the Hallesches Bank of the 
Landwehr Canal is shown in fig. 3. With the view of 
having the overhead stations at as low a level from the street 
surface as possible and yet to have a reasonable height of clear 
way under the bridges over the main cross thoroughfares, 


DinEcT-CovrLED Оп, ENGINE AND Dynamo. (See Page 651.) 


the distance between the road at crossings and the underside 
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of the viaduct was fixed at 14 ft. 11 in. Other special 
points which had to receive attention were—(1) The 
viaduct along the public thoroughfares had to be watertight, 
that is to say, no water must be allowed to drip on to the 
roadway ; and (2) the noise caused by the trains had to be 
reduced to a minimum, one of the methods adopted of 
meeting these requirements being illustrated in fig. 4. At 
the triangular junction at the eastern extremity of the 
line, and on the land not open to public traffic, the overhead 
portion of the railway is carried on a steel viaduct, which in 
turn rests on masonry arches. Some of this combination 
steel viaduct and masonry work is of a very complex 
character, particularly at one point, where it has in its 
width to support four bridges, each at a different level, and 
at another where one line is immediately above the other. 

The difference of level of 30 ft. between the overhead and 
underground portion of the line near the Nollendorf Platz, at 
the western end, is overcome by an incline having a gradient 
of 1 in 22 (see fig. 5). The branch line terminates in a 
tunnel under the Potsdamer Platz State Railway station by 
an incline having a gradient of 1 in 38, about 65 yds. of 
the incline being in the tunnel. The greater part of the 
inclines is carried on a steel viaduct, but the portion near 
the ground level consists of an embankment with masonry 
supporting walls. | 

Some brief particulars of the underground portion of the 
line have already been given. The illustration (fig. 6) is 
interesting as enabling a comparison to be made of the 
section of the tunnel in Berlin with those of the underground 
railways in London, Glasgow, Boston, Paris and Buda- 
Pesth. It is formed throughout of a thick layer of rammed 
concrete in which а protective layer of bitumen is interposed. 
Along the centre of the tunnel is a continuous line of steel 
columns serving to support the tunnel roof, while at intervals 
of 82 ft. along the sides of the tunnel are openings serving 
ав supplies’ stores and safety recesses for plate layers and 
other railway employés, extra provision for the safety of 
whom is found in the space between the central columns and 
the two tracks. "The roof of the tunnel is carried on steel 
beams of I section, fixed at distances varying from 1 to 14 
metres (2:28 to 4'9 ft.), the central ortion of these beams 
resting on I beams supported on the central columns. "The 
roof consists of concrete, filled in between the beams, a slight 
variation in method being adopted where gas and water 
pipes and other mains have had to becarried over the under- 
ground portion of the line. The inside of the tunnel is 
6:24 metres (20 ft.) in width, increasing at the stations to 
12:64 metres (41°45 ft.). The foregoing particulars of 
the tunnel refer to the underground portion between 
the Nollendorf Platz and the western terminus. In 
the underground part of the Potsdamer Platz branch the 
walls of the tunnel are close up to the foundations of the 
neighbouring buildings, which had to be extended to a 
further depth of from 7 to 14 ft. before the construction of 
the tunnel could be commenced. Beyond the branch 
terminal station the tunnel is continued for a length of about 
200 ft., to accommodate a single line, used to enable the 
trains to be transferred from the up to the down line in the 
Station. The tunnels were constructed in the form of deep 
cuttings, being afterwards roofed in as shown in fig. 7. An 
extensive pumping plant was necessary to keep out the 
underground water during the construction of the tunnel. 
The work was also rendered somewhat difficult, owing to the 
many gas, water, and other mains which had to be dealt 
with without in any way preventing their use. Provision is 
made so that any water which may collect in the tunnels 
during a period of heavy rain, can quickly be carried away, 
so as not to interfere with the working of the line. 


(To be continued. ) 


DIRECT-COUPLED ENGINE AND DYNAMO. 


THE high-spced oil engine which has been developed primarily for 
propelling automobiles will find other spheres of usefulness. Its 
application to dynamo driving is illustrated on the opposite page. 
this set has been made to the order of Mr. J. E. Waller, M. Inst. C. E., 
for the electric lighting of his seaside residence. The cngine is of the 
Daimler Company's standard type, with the addition of a simple 


form of "hit-and-miss" centrifugal governor. It is designed to 
develop 6 в.н.р. at 720 revolutions per minute, and is fitted for 
both tube and electric ignition. The dynamo is of Messrs. Mavor 
and Coulson's standard bi-polar type, giving an output of 4 Kw. 
It is shunt-wound for charging accumulators at 720 revolutions per 
minute, and has compound winding for supplying the lamps direct 
at 600 revolutions per minute. A two-way switch is fitted to the 
magnets for cutting the series coils in or out of circuit. 

The combined set is exceedingly compact, and is so arranged 
that perfect freedom of access to the parts is provided. When 
these engines are employed for stationary p s, some of the 
complications attending their use on automobiles are avoided, as, 
for example, the replacement of the pressure system of feed for the 
fuel oil and the water circulating pump by gravity, the oil supply 
tank and water cistern being fixed above the engine. The cost of 
the combination described is considerably less than that of an 
ordinary horizontal engine and belt-driven dynamo of equal output. 
It occupies much less space, and requires a small foundation. So 
simple a plant does not require skilled attendance for its operation, 
but only ordinary intelligence, and in these days of bicycle and 
motor cars, when every man is more or less his own mechanic, it 
should have a wide field of usefulness. Engines which work well 
under the conditions of vibration and dust or mud inseparable from 
the motor car, may be expected to work still more satisfactorily 
when fixed on a rigid base and housed in a clean dry place. The set 
is admirably adapted for the electric lighting of country houses of 
moderate size, and its portability specially adapts it for export. 
For the tropics it is specially recommended, as for electric lighting 
and for driving electric punkah pullers, fans, &c. | 


CONTRACTS OPEN. 


(Continued from page 646.) 


Fulham.—April 29th. Switchboard work for the 
Guardians. See Official Notices” to-day. 


Fulham.—May 5th. One 600-kw. two-phase steam 
alternator, or Parsons turbo-alternator for the electricity works. 
See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Glasgow.—April 21st. Concentric and single main 


cables for electricity department. See Official Notices” April 
4th. 


Kingston-upon-Hull.—April 24th. Pipework, pumps, 
motors, &c. See “ Notices Official ” April 11th. 


London.—April 22nd. The L. C. C. wants tenders for 
48 miles of extra-high-pressure three- core lead - covered paper- 
insulated cables; 87 miles of low-pressure single ditto; and 14 
miles dry core telephone cable for the tramways. See Official 
Notices " April 4th. 


London.— April 23rd. High and low-pressure switch- 
boards at the Grove Road generating station of the Central Electric 
Supply Company. See Official Notices March 28th. 

London.—May 1st. The L. C. C. wants tenders for elec- 
tric lighting of the Euston Road fire station. See “ Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Luton.— April 25th. Distributing mains. See Official 


Notices April 11th. , 


Lytham.—April 26th.  300-kw. plant for the elec- 
tricity supply and tramways station, including battery, booster, 
transformers, feeders, mains, arc lamps and posts, &c. Вее “ Official 
Notices " April 11th. 


Mansfield.—May Ist. Pipework, valves and tanks for 
the electricity works. See Official Notices April 4th. 


Nelson. — April 28th. Rails, overhead equipment, 
pillars, cable, tramcars, &c. See Official Notices” April 11th. 


Oldham.—May 6th. Switchboards (lighting and 
traction). See Official Notices April 11th. 


Penang.— April 28th. Boilers, condenser, pumps, pipes, 
steam dynamos and balancer booster, switchboards, batteries, cables, 
junction boxes, arc and glow lamps, posts and accessories, for the 
ae of George Town. See our Official Notices March 
14th. 

Rathmines.—April 24th. 300-Kw. steam dynamo, 
switchboard and mains. See Official Notices" March 21st. 


Rhyl.—April 28th. The U.D.C. wants tenders for 
wiring the Town Hall. "Tenders to the Clerk, Council Offices, 
Clwyd Street. 

Rotherham.— April 23rd. Rolling stock, overhead 


work, and permanent way, for Corporation electric tramways. See 
“ Official Notices" March 28th. 


Spain.—April 20th. The B. of T. Journal recently 
contained notice of & call for tenders to take over and work the 


electric light installation of the town of Irún, which was unsuccess- 
fully offered some months ago. Particulars at the B. of T. Offices. 


Stepney.—May 1st. Meters and demand indicators for 
the B.C. See Official Notices” to-day. 
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Stockport.—April 23rd. One 200-kw. engine and 
dynamo for traction purposes. See Official Notices” April 11th. 


Sudbury.— May 1st. Water-tube boiler, pipework, steam 
dynamos, boosters, batteries, switchboard, mains, station lighting, 
&c. See “Official Notices " April 11th. 


Swindon,—April 23rd. Feeder and distributing cables, 
` conduits &c., for electric lighting. See Official Notices” April 4th. 


Sydney.—May 7th. Messrs. Preece & Cardew, on behalf 
of the Municipal Council, invite tenders for equipment of electricity 
works and sub-stations. Water-tube boilers, three-phase steam 
alternators, battery, motor- generators, stationary transformers, 
switchboards, &c. See "Official Notices” March 21st. 


Trowbridge.—April 30th. The U. D.C. is open to 


receive applications for a lease of its electric lighting powers. 


West Ham.—May 13th. Two steel chimneys, four 
fans, and engines for induced draught, brickwork, economisers, &с., 
for the Corporation. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


West Hartlepool.—April 30th. 200 to 250-kw. 
engine and -dynamo for the electricity works extensions. See 
„Official Notices April 4th. 


Whitby.—April 25th. Meters for the U. D. C. electricity 
department. See “Official Notices " to-day. | 


CLOSED. 


Bradford.—The Corporation has accepted tenders as 
follows :— Willans & Robinson, Limited, spare parts for six Willans 
engines, £143 15s. 0d.; Bruce Peebles & Co., two 15-H.P. motors for 
£190 19s. Od., and one 30-H P. motor for £155: and Messrs. 
Ferranti, Limited, extension of a lighting switchboard, £128. 

The Corporation has also accepted the offer of the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Company, Limited, to supply 100 
ects of slipper brake materials and attach them to trucks at the 
price of £6 10s. Od. per set. The advertising on the cars has been 
let to a contractor for five years at the rate of £25 per car for the 
tirst 128 cars and £20 per car for all additional cars. 


Bristol.—The following is a list of the tenders submitted 
to the electricity department (Mr. H. Faraday Proctor), for a 210- 
xw. multipolar direct current generator to be installed at the 
Temple Back electricity works. The contract has been given to 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited :—Siemens, Bros. & Company ; 
British Westinghouse Company, Limited; Crompton & Company ; 
British Schuckert Company; Lancashire Dynamo and Motor 
Company; Bergtheil & Young; T. Parker & Co. ; India-Rubber 
Company; Electric Construction Company; E. Scott & Mountain ; 


Johnson & Phillips; Johnson-Lundell Traction Company: С. A. 


Parsons & Co.; Brush Electrical Engineering Company; Mather 
and Platt; Greenwood & Batley ; Fuller-Wenstrom & Co., Limited ; 
Bruce Peebles & Co; International Electric Engineering Com- 
pany; Mavor & Coulson ; Dick, Kerr & Co. (acerpted) ; Lahmeyer 
Electrical Company. | 


Edinburgh.—Messrs. Sykes, Richardson & Hill, of 
Glasgow, have secured the contract for an electric power installation 


at the new premises of Messrs. Robert Younger, Limited, at Easter 
Road, Edinburgh. 


Hackney.—The Hart Accumulator Company recently 
secured from the Borough Council the contract for rcnewing the 
storage battery of 120 cells at the Hackney public baths with their 
standard lighting type sections. 


King’s Lynn.—The T.C. have accepted the tender of 


Messrs, Summers & Scott, for engines and pumps for the Gayton 
works at £1,750. 


Limerick.—Mr. Patrick Bourke has obtained the 
contract for the erection of the generating station, Frederick Street, 
Limerick, in connection with the electric lighting scheme of that 
town. The station is tu cost £2,650. 


Liverpool.—We learn that the Corporation have renewed 


their contract for the supply of incandescent lamps for the ensuing 
year with the Electrical Company, Limited. 


Melbourne.—Au Australasian exchange says that the 
City Council recently gave an order for nearly one million arc lamp 
carbons of Conradty's manufacture to the Austral Otis Engineering 
Company.  Launceston Council also placed a contract for arc 
carbons with the same company. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.— The Council on the 9th inst., 
accepted the tender of Messrs. Elliott, Bros., of Newcastle, for 


the construction of shops at Gosforth electric tram car sheds, the 
cost being £4,459 1s. 10d. 


Ы : 
Sunderland, — The Т.С. has accepted the following 
tenders :— 
Mr. Thos Lumsdon, Gateshead, machine tools. 
Messrs. Doulton & Co., stoneware casings. 
Vacuum Oil Company, oil. 


ME W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd., oí Manchester, india-rubber covered 
ә EN, 


Messrs. Watson, Gow & Co., Glasgow, cast-iron pipes. 


- 


Spain.—La Compania de Productos Celuloideos у 
Refinacion de Alanfor, of Madrid, has secured a contract from the 
Spanish Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, for 12,000 celluloid insu- 
lators. 


Swansea,—The E.L. Committee has decided to accept 
the tender of the Westioghouse Company at £14,520 for the erection 
of dynamos and engines in connection with the scheme for trebliog 
the capacity of the electric lighting works. The other tenders 
chosen for final selection were those of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. 
and the Schuckert Company, the former being £760 and the latter 
£790 below that of the Westinghouse Company. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Saturday, April 19th.—At 3.0 p.m. National Association of Elec- 
trical Contractors (Northern Section). Meeting at the 
Exchange Station Hotel, Liverpool. 

At 130 p.m. National Association of Electrical Con- 
tractors (Northern Section). Meeting of the Execu- 
| tive and Delegates of the Local Associations. 

Tuesday, April 22ad.— At 7.30 pm. Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers (Students’ Section) Extraordinary meeting 
to be held at the Finsbury Technical College. Paper 
on “The Wehnelt Interrupter," by Mr. P. Laubach. 

Wednesday, April 23rd.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers. Special meeting. Tenth “James Forrest" 
lecture, by Sir William C. Roberts-Austen, on “ Metal- 
lurgy in Relation to Engineering." 

Thursday, April 24th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers. Meeting at the Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Adjourned discussion on paper on Problems of Elec- 
tric Railways,“ by James Swinburne and W. R. 
Cooper. “Form of Model General Conditions, for 
use in connection with Contracts for Plant, Mains, and 
Apparatus for Electricity Works; as drafted bv a 
Committee, and presented to the Council for adoption 
as the Model General Conditions recommended by the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers. Tbe announce- 
ment of the Council nominations for the Couucil for 
1902-1903 will be made at this meeting. 

Friday, April 25th.—At 5 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting in the 
rooms of the Chemical Society. Papers on “ An 
Exhibition of a Mechanical Break for Induction 
Coils,” by Dr. Dawson Turner, and “ A Temperature 
Indicator for use with Platinum Thermometers, in 
which Readings are Automatically Reduccd to the 
Gas- Scale," by R. S. Whipple. 


NOTES. 


Düsseldorf Exhibition. — The Düsseldorf Art and 
Industrial Exhibition, which is to be opened on May 1st, promises 
to be of an important character, very large spaces having bcen taken 
by the leading iron and steel concerns in Rhenish-Westphalia. The 
Exhibition will run for a period of six months, and au idea of its 
importance may be gathered from the fact that the central electric 
lighting and power station that has beea established in connection 
with it has a capacity of 6,000 11 P. 


German Electro-Chemieal Society, — The annual 
meeting of the Deutsche Electro-ehemische Gesellschaft is to be 
held at Wurzburg, Germany, from May 8th to 10th next. No less 
than 27 pnpers are down for reading at the meeting. Among them 
we note опе by Herr F. Foerster on Тһе Electrolysis of Platinised 
Electrodes,” one by Herr C. Liebenow on “ Тһе Application of the 
Fuchs Measuring System in Accumulator Practice," and one by 
Herr A. Coehn on “ The Electrolytical Production of New Alloys." 


High-Voltage Transmission.—The Electrical World 
says that the Union Traction Company, of Indiana, in the extensions 
of its large electric interurban railway network around Anderson, 
Ind, will employ 32,000-volt transmission lines for distributing 
electrical energy. The Economy Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany, of Joliet, III., on its 35-mile transmission for operating the 
Bridgeport pumping station in Chicago will employ a similar 
voltage. 


The Electricals.—Tbis newly-formed society had its 
housewarming at the Bedford Head Hotel on Friday evening last, 
April 11th, very few seats remaining vacant. The supper was very 
well served, and a capital concert followed. In the absence abroad 
of the President, Sir David L. Salomons, Bart, the chair was 
occupied by the Vice-President, Mr. C. F. Quicke, M.LE.E. The 
meetings are held every Friday, and are of a social nature only. 
Gentlemen desirous of joining should communicate with the hon. 
secretary, Mr F. E. Oldham, 3, Orchard Road, Highgate, N. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Manchester), — 
On Tuesday, April loth, a paper on "The Treatment and Use of 
Air-Spaced Cables," was read by Mr. G. E. Fletcher. 


* 
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The Hargreaves-Bird Electrolytic Process.—The 
works of the Electrolytic Alkali Company, at Middlewich, were 


started on a practical scale in April last year. In the cell room 


there is now working one unit, or 56 cells, 12 out of each 14 of 
which are always in operation at one time, the remaining two being 
held in reserve. The present scheme of the company is to have a 
total of 250 cells, or five times the existing plant. It is stated that 
from 44 months’ working of the one unit there has resulted a profit 
of £1,242, equivalent to a profit at the rate of £3,170 per annum, 
and during part of the time only a few of the cells were in actual 
operation. With the same plant they have earned profit at the rate 
of between £7,000 and £8,000 per annum. With the same ratio of 
profits, and five units working, the company expects to earn 
sufficient to pay 7 per cent. on £100,000 preference shares, or double 
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the existing issue, and more than 16 per cei t. on the ordinary shares, 
when the further £100,000 пож asked for in the prospectus, which 
appears in our pagesthis week, issubscribed. At present the capacity 
of their plant is quite unequal to cope with the demands for the 
products. The accompanying illustration shows an end view of the 
ranges of cells. As the prospectus shows, subscriptions are now 
invited for 50,000 7 per cent. £1 cumulative preference and 50,000 
£1 ordinary shares at par. This capital, it is said, will be ample for 
carrying out the buildings and plant necessary for completiog the 
second unit, and for erecting and fully equipping the third, fourth, 
and fifth sections of the extensions. The list of subscriptions will 
close on Thursday next, April 24th, for town and country. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Glasgow Local 
Section).—On Tuesday evening, 8th inst., the chairman, Prof. 
Magnus Maclean, announced that in accordance with Clause 45 of 
the articles of association, the Council had prepared a list of 
nominations for the office-bearers for the next session, which he 
submitted to the meeting, as follows :—Cbairman, H. A. Mavor; 
vice-chairman, W. A. Chamen; hon. sec. and treasurer, E. George 
Tidd; ordinary members of committee, А. R. Bennett, M. B. Field, 
W. McWhirter, Thos. Young, W. B. Sayers, J. M. M. Munro, W. B. 
Pickstone, Prof. A. Gray, and David Stewart (representing the 


associates). If any member had other names to propose, he could do 


80 in accordance with the above-mentioned clause, which stipulates 
that such nominations must be in the hands of the secretary within 
seven days from the date of that meeting. Prof. Maclean, in intro- 
ducing Mr. M. B. Field (member), who read a paper on “ Notes on 
the Testing of Tramway Motors and Investigations into iheir 
Character," said that Mr. Field's paper had really been intended for 
the May meeting, but that owing to unforeseen circumstances the 
April paper had not come forward in time for the meeting, and Mr. 
Field had kindly stepped in and filled the gap. Mr. Field there- 
after read his paper, wbich was followed with the closest attention, 
although it lasted about an hour and 45 minutes. After the reading 
of the paper, Mr. W. A. Chamen (member) congratulated Mr. Field 
on the ability displayed in the facts aud figures he had laid before 
them, and moved that the discussion be postponed till the May 
meeting of the section. Mr. H. A. Mavor seconded, and the meeting 
was concluded by a vote of thanks to Mr. Field. 


Messrs. Bruce Peebles and the Ganz System.—We 
learn that a contract and agreement have been entered into between 
Messrs. D. Bruce Peebles & Co. and Messrs. Ganz & Co., of Buda- 
drm former firm have the sole manufacturing licence 
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Electricity Works and Coronation Energy.—The 
following information has come to supplement that given in our 
article last week :— | 
Barrow-in-Furness.—Mr. Н. R. Burnett: (1) None necessary. 

(2) Energy for outside illuminations probably free of charge. 
(3) No. (4) Electricity works, No; municipal buildings, by 
gas, electricity, or both. 

Bradford.— Mr. R. A. Chattock: (1) Ample spare plant for this 
time of the year. (2) Nonearranged. (3) None so far. (4) A 
portion of the Town Hall is to be illuminated electrically, also 
some of the squares, open places and monuments This will 
be carried out by the Corporation, and special designs have 
been submitted and approved by the Coronation Committee. 

Carlisle.—Mr. C. D. Burnet: (1) None. (2 and 3) No. (4) Not 
decided. 

Colwyn Bay.—Mr. A. R. Tudman: No! 

Dover Electricity Supply Company.—Mr. L. W. Woodman: A 
considerable length of cable has been wired with lampholders 
every 12 in. in anticipation of demand, and the company is pre- 
rared to supply letters and crowns, &c. (2) Fixed charge per 
lamp, including energy, for existing consumers. (3) None 
offered, but for desirable consumers special facilities might be 
given. (4) Works, No; chimney, Very likely; municipal 
buildings, Probably. | 

Heckmondwike.—Mr. G. Н. Carter: (1) None. (2) Engineer 
has recommended 3d. per unit. (3 and +) Nothing settled. 

Mexborough.—Mr. Н. Waring: (1) None; others, No. 

Nuneaton.—Mr. S. C. Gibson: (1) No; demand insufficient. 
(2) Where consumer fixes extra lamps, all energy consumed on 
his premises will be 3d. per unit. (3) Each case on its merits. 
(4) Under consideration. 

Prescot and District Company.—Mr. R. P. Nash: (1) Plant 
sufficient. (2) For illumination purp:sesfree. (3) No. (4) Not 
decided. 

Reading Electric Supply Company.—Mr. А. T. Cooper: 
(1) Ample spare plant available. (2) 2d. per unit with meter 
and connection fee of 58. per consumer. (3) Open to consider 
for large schemes. (4) Works probably, municipal buildings 
unsettled. 

Nt. James's and Pall Mall E.L. Company.—Mr. F. J. Walker: . 
Circular out since January 28th. Smalldevices which can be 

supplied through the consumer's existing service and meter, 

will be charged as ordinary lighting, with a fee of £1 1s. for 
attendance and inspection. Large devices will be supplied by 
special service and meter, and charged for at the rate of 6d. per 
unit, and the cost of laying the service. In view of the extra 
amount of work involved, all such applications must be 
delivered to the company at least one month before the date 
at which the illuminations are required to be used, and every- 
thing must be completed and in readiness for connection a 
fortnight before that date. The company cannot guarantee to 
supply unless this condition is strictly observed. 

Southampton.—Mr. Н. Е. Street: (1) None. (2) Usual (3) 
Nominal charge made to prevent a very small number of lights 
being applied for. (4) Yes. 

York.—Mr. C. A. Midgley: (1) None. (2)3d. (4) No. 


Personal.—There were 115 candidates for the post of 
general manager of the Yarmouth Corporation new electric tram- 
ways, now approaching completion. Mr. F. L. Turner, of thc Black- 
pool Corporation Tramways, was appointed. 

A New York exchange says that Mr. Bernard Drake, of Messrs. 
Drake & Gorham, has just been on a business visit in the States. 

‘The syndicate which has purchased the Isle of Man electric tram- 
ways system has appointed Mr. Frank Edmondson, who had been in 
the service of the old company for many years, and latterly as the 
assistant engineer, as its chief engineer for the entire system. 


Marriage.—On Wednesday last week at Blackpool Mr. 
J. St. P. McMahon, chief electrical engineer of the Blackpool and 
Flectwood Tramroad Company, was married to Miss Constance M. 
Carlisle. The gifts included a silver tea service from the bride- 
groom's fellow workers at the B. and Е. T. Company. 


Appointments Vacant,—\ssistant electrical engineer 
at £130 for the Devonport Corporation. Inspector of fire alarms 
for Bradford Fire Brigade at £95. See Official Notices" to-day. 


Boilermakers’ Wages,—We read in the Times that 
the employers on the north-east coast have given notice of a reduc- 
tion of wages to the members of the Boilermakers’ and Iron and 
Steel Shipbuilders’ Society. The reduction is for 5 per cent. on 
piece rates and will take effect in about a fortnight's time. The 
reason given for the reduction is the falling-off in trade. Notices 
are being issued calling meetings of the men to consider the matter. 


Train Lighting in Pennsylvania,—The Pennsylvania 
Railroad has put in service a train lighted by electricity, generated 
tes- under each car. The present batteries will 
pply lights for 12 hours, and improvements are expected to be 
Wade whereby batteries can be installed that will furnish lights for 
4 hours. It is said (Electrical World, New York) that all the 
rough trains of the Pennsylvania Railroad will be furnished with 
ese storage batteries. 


Liverpool Extension Contracts.—The City Council 
n Wednesday accepted the tender of the British Thomson-Houston 
ompany for three high-tension steam dynamos for the Lister Drive 
ation, and six sets of sub-station transformers, at a cost of £22,059. 
he contract for three scte of direct-current steam dynamos for the 
umpfields station was given to Messrs. Willans & Robinson, at 
6,921, less 24 per cent. . 
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Fund for the Endowment of University Education 
and Research.—We are asked to publish the following appeal :— 

„May I ask for space in your columns to call public attention to 
the appeal now issued by University College, for funde in aid of 
higher education and research in London ? 

“ By the new statutes of the University of London a Teaching 
University has been created. It is impossible, however, for the 
University to exercise its proper functions with regard to teaching 
and research until it has capital funds and adequate buildings at its 
disposal. The part of the Imperial Institute allocated to the 
University does not more than suffice for the purposes of examina- 
tion and secretariat. 

“ University College, London, has from its foundation, 75 years 
ago, been a seat of University education and research. Ite yearly 
output of original work is not exceeded by that of any University 
іп the land. Its buildings, freehold land, and endowments repre- 
sent a capital value of at least £800,000, and its present accommoda- 
tion could be trebled by tbe extension of the buildings in its own 
grounds. It is evident, therefore, that the policy of incorporating 
the College in the University is an important step in building up 
the Greater London University on existing institutions. 

“ Та order to aid the policy of incorporation the Drapers’ Company 
have offered £30,000 to the University; and for the same purpose 
a former student has offered an equal sum to University College. 

" But these sums are quite insufficient. A further sum of 
£110,000 is required in order to free the whole of the existing 
е buildings for University purposes, and render incorporation 
possible. 

" Much larger sums, amounting in all (including the £110,000 
already mentioned) to over a million, are necessary in order to 
perfect and complete the College, and to render incorporation 
fruitful by placing at the disposal of the University funds 
sufficient to complete the college equipment for higher teaching and 
research. The estimated sums may be divided as follows :— 


"(a) £250,000 for completing the College buildings, thus pro- 


viding adequate accommodation for teaching and research in 
such important departments as modern languages, chemistry in all 
its branches, geology, physiology, botany, engineering in all its 
branches, advanced medical studies, &c. 

“() An annual income of £6,000 a year, or a capital sum of 
£200,000 for departmental expenses, including maintenance of 
laboratories, libraries, &c. 

"(c) А yearly sum of £20,000, or а capital sum of £700,000, for 
the endowment of existing unendowed Chairs, and for the 
foundation of additional Professorships and Lectureships. 

‘The great need of our country at the present time is an increase 
in the supply of men with trained brains—men who will act as 
leaders in the world of thought and of affairs, and in the struggle 
for mastery over the forces of Nature. The recent industrial 
development of Germany, the growing ascendency of America, are 
largely due to the recognition of this fact, and to the provision by 
the State, or by private individuals, of the necessary means, of 
Universities well equipped with laboratories and well supplied 
with endowments. 

“ I earnestly appeal, therefore, to суегуопе who has the interests 
of his city and country at heart, to help in thus developing the 
University of London, so that it may be worthy of the capital, and 
a fruitful source of power to the Empire. 

“ А public meeting has been arranged to take place in support of 
the scheme at the Mansion House on May 9th,and the Lord Mayor bas 
kindly consented to preside. 

“A detailed statement of the needs of University College, 
London, with some account of its previous history, and the part it 
has already played in the increase of knowledge, has been drawn 
up in support of the appeal, and may be had on application to the 
secretury at the College. 

“ Donations and subscriptions should be sent to the treasurer, Sir 
К. Farrant, at the College. 

“ (Signed) 

" University College, London, 

“ Gower Street, W. C, 
“ April 11th, 1902.” 

It was announced yesterday morning that Mr. W. W. Astor had 
sent a donation of £20,000 to the fund. 


Our Tramway Contemporary.—The 7ramway and 
Lailway World Publishing Company, Limited, established in 1892, 
has been voluntarily wound up, and a new company with the same 
title and capital has been registered. The new company will carry 


Reay, President. 


on the business of the old company, and the re-organisation will | 


involve no change in the management, staff or policy of the Tram- 
way and Railway World. 


Obituary.—We regret to announce the death, at the age 
of 61, of M. Alfred Cornu, member of the Academy of Sciences, of 
Paris, whose experiments on the velocity of light perfected the 
method of Fizeau. 


Motor Cars at Boston, U.S.A.—A Chicago exchange 
says that the Boston Legislature has passed a Bill regulating the 
speed of automobiles to 15 miles an hour outside the limits of a 
city or thickly settled part of a town, and to 10 miles an hour 
within those districts. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tue Devonport Council last week confirmed the appointment of 
Mr. J. W. Spakk as borough electrical engineer, in place of Mr. 


CHaS. FokNESS, who goes to Blackpool. The works are now 
practically ready to give a supply of energy. A chief assistant is 
to be advertised for at £130. 

On the 8th inst, Мт. C. A. Bowen, assistant engineer at the 
Chatham Electricity Works, was presented with a pen and iuk 
бапа on the occasion of his marriage. 

On Thureday last week the Mayor of Bath presented 10 members 
of the staff with the honorariums granted by the Courcil for loyal 
work during the breakdown of November. The Electric Lighting 
Committee had allotted 50 guineas to Mr. TEacuE, вра the 
remainder of £150 to the other officials. The Mayor said it was 
his duty to thank the staff, on behalf of the Council and citizens, for 
having done so very well in the November mishap. It was their 
wish to recognise the voluntary efforts of the staff to minimise the 
inconvenience which was felt at the time of the breakdown. Mr. 
Isaacs endorsed the remarks of the Mayor. There was not 
а man who attempted to shirk his duty. It was very satis- 
factory to think that they bad such an able and willing 
staff. Light refreshments were provided, and Mr. ТклосЕ, 
proposing the health of the Mayor, said the Mayor and Council 
bad in a handsome way recognised the work that had been 
done, simply because the staff had carried out its duty when 
the occasion arose. If the staff bad merely had the thanks of the 
Council they would have considered themselves satisfied. Mr. 
A. G. D. Мосев, on bebalf of the Council, said they bad the fullest 
confidence in Mr. TEAGUE, who, they believed, was a man they could 
thoroughly trust, and in his staff. 

The Croydon County Council has appointed Mr. J. Gray Scorr, 
burgh electrical engineer of Leith, to the office of Corporation 
electrical engineer, at a salary of 4400, rising to £600. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Industrial Electric Company, Limited (73,266).—This con- 
pany was registered on March th, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire the business carried on by S. Raphael and J. Gray, as the Industrial 
Electric Company, at Egremont, Ches., and to carry on the business of manu- 
facturers of and dealers in electric fittings, motors, lamps, switches, insulators, 
bells, and other electrical appliances and apparatus, mechanical and electrical 
engineers, fitters, founders, platers, &c. The first subscribers are:—8. Raphael, 
Marine View, Promenade, Egremont, electrical engineer, £0 shares; J. Gray, 
160, New Chester Koad, Birkenhead, electrical engineer, (0 shares; Mrs. A. 
Gray, 150, New Chester Road, Birkenhead, 5 shares; H. D. Findlay, Marine 
View, Promenade, Egremont, electrician, 1 share; Е. Е. Scott, 83, Victoria Road, 
New Brighton, butcher, 1 share; C. J. Holmes, Market G&te, Warrington, 
merchant tailor, £0 shares; W. Russe!l, 7, Suez Street, Warrington, livery stable 
keeper, 1 share; and E. G. E. Snow, 89, Victoria Road, New Brighton, grocer, 
lshare. Minimui cash subscription, £100. The number of directors is not to 
be less than two nor more than five; the first are 5. Raphael and J. Gray; quali- 
fication, 50 shares. 


К. D. Cassells & Co., Limited (5,058).—This company was 
registered in Edinburgh on March 29th, with a capital of £8,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire the business of the late Robert D. Cassells, electrical engineer and con- 
tractor, carried on at 1684, Bt. Vincent Street, Glasgow, as R. D. Cassells and 
Co.," together with the whole plant, premises, implements, furniture, and good- 
will, and to carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, con- 
tractors, kc. The subscribers (each with one share) are:— Robert Livingston, 
1684, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, electrical engineer; James Davies, jun., 168, 
8t. Vincent Street, Glasgow, chartered accountant: J. M'Dermott, 1684, 5t. 
Vincent Street, Glasgow, electrician; W. Couper Tait, 168, St. Vincent 5treot, 
Glasgow, chartered accountant; Mrs. J. Cassells, 68, Glenoairn Drive, Pollok- 
shields ; J. Taylor, 14, Regent Park Terrace, Glasgow, superintendent: and J. 
Livingston, 168, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, clerk. The number of directors is 
not to be more than three: the first is Robert Livingston; qualification, 50 
shares. Registered oftice, 1684, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 


Invention Proprietary Syndicate, Limited (73,253).—This 
company was registered on March th, with a capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire, subject to an agreement between A. Т. М. Johnson and E. J. 
Richardson, all the interest of the said A. T. M. Johnson and G. Guyott in the 
British Patent, dated May Ist, 1002, and numbered 8,067, for improvements in 
harmonic telegraphy; also in an invention for improvements in the means of 
transmitting and receiving musical sounds electrically, applicable to harmonic 
telegraphy or telephony ; also in an invention for improvements in means of 
and apparatus for electrically transmitting and receiving messages; also the 
interest of the said A. T. M. Johnson in certain patents to be granted to him 
and the said E. J. Richardson or either of them in France, Belgium, Germany, 
Italy, Austria, Hungary, Switzerland, and the U.S.A., Canada. Australia, Cape 
Colony, Natal, Rhodesia, and the Transvaal; and to construct, maintain and 
deal in and with land and submarine telegraphs and telephones, and in 
particular wireless, secret and harmonic telegraphs and telephones in which the 
methods of syntonised synchronism are employed, and other electrical or other 
contrivances. The first subscribers (each with one share) are :—€&. Guyott, 19, 
Calabria Road, Highbury, N., wine and spirit merchant; W. A. Shelvey, 39, 
High Holborn, W.C., wine merchant's manager; J. A. Robertson, 28 9, St. 
Swithin’s Lane, E.C., accountant; H. Duncan, 1, St. Helen’s Place, E.C., 
gentleman; T. R. Lewis, 52, Aislibei Road, Lewisham, surveyor; A. T. M. 
Johnson, 108, Calabria Кова, Highbury, N., retired; and A, Angold, 18. John 
Street, Bedford Row, W.., gentleman. No initia]. publie issue. Register 
without articles of association. — Registered отсе, II, Jolin Street, Bedturd 
low, W.C. a 
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Charing Cross Syndicate, Limited (73,293).— This company 
was registered on April 3rd, with a capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to apply for, 
promote, or obtain Acts of Parliament, orders, and authorities relating to the 
incorporation of a company or companies for the construction of underground 
or overground railways or tramways (to be worked by electricity or otherwise), 
light railways, and other projects and undertakings, to adopt an agreement 
with the London and Provincial Electric Construction Company, Limited, to 
construct, equip, and work by steam, electricity, cable, or other mechanical 
power any railways and tramways, and to manufacture and deal in omnibuses, 
motor cars, carriages, electrical and other appliances, Xe. The first subsoribers 
(each with one share) are: -A. R. Davy, Combe Edge, Bagshot, gentleman; 
Col. N. L. Pearce, York Mansions, Westminster; C. B. Marshall, York Man- 
sions, Westmiuster, solicitor; F. A. Leonhardt, Alton Lodge, Carshalton, 
Parliamentary agent; P. W. Meik, 16, Victoria Street, S. W., civil engineer; 
C. 8. Meik, 16, Victoria Street, S.W., civil engineer; and R. E. Middleton, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W., civil engineer. No initial publie issue. The 
number of directors is not to be less than tbree nor more than nine; the 
subscribers are to appoint the first; «qualification, £100; remuncration as 
fixed by the company. Registered office, York Mansions, &7, York Street, 
Westminster, S. W. . 


Underground Electric Railways Company of London, Ltd. 
(73,870).— This company was registered on April 9:h, with a capital of £5,000,000 
in £10 shares, to acquire the undertaking of the Metropolitan District Electric 
Traction Company, Limited, to promote the adoption of electric traction for 
railways, light railways, and tramways in the United Kingdom; to construct 
and maintain works, buildings, rolling stock, and conveniences for providing, 
working, and niaintairing electric traction, and particularly works for the 
generation, distribution, accumulation, application, and use of electric energy; 
to &cquire any railways, light railways and tramways, or rights 1n relation 
thereto, to equip the same with electric or other traction, ani to carry on the 
business of electrical, mechanical, and general engineers; suppliers of clec- 
tricity for lisht, heat, motive power, and telegraphic, telephonic, and other 
purposes; company promoters, financiers, guarantors, contractors, &c. The 
first subscribers (each with one share) are: — E. 8. Speyer, 7. Lothbury, E. G., 
banker: W. Н. Brown, 7, Lothbury, E.C., banker; A. N. Smith, 27, Carlton Hill, 
N.W., clerk: Н. G. Leith,:35, Hans Koad, S.W., clerk; C. T. Yerkes, Hamilton 
House, Victoria Embankment, W.C., gentleman; W. E. Ma-.delick, Hamilton 
House, Victoria Embankment, W.C., gentleman; and A. J. Kent, 8, Cross 
Road, South Wimbledon, accountant. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors ів not to be less than three nor more than seven; the first are to be 
appointed by the subscribers. subject to the right during the first 10 years of 
Speyer Brothers, of London, Speyer & Co., of New York, and the Old Colony 
Trust Company, of Bolton, U.S.A., whilst they ог any of them remain members 
of the company, to nominate a majority of the directors for the time being; 
qualification, £1,000; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


F. A. Glover & Co., Limited (73,355). —Тһів company was 
registered on April Rth, with a capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, toadopt an agree- 
ment with F. A. Glover, for the acquisition of the business of an electrical and 
general engineer carried on by the said F. A. Glover as “Е. A. Glover & Co.,“ 
and to carry on the business of electrical, mechanical, hydranlic and general 
engineers, X^. The first subscribers (each with one share: are: F. A. Glover, 
97, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., electrical engineer; A. Glover, Elmstree, 
Forest Hill, S.E., engineer; К. Н. Hayne, 97, Queen Victoria Street, E.C, 
electrical engineer; T. Jacob, #7, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., electrical engi- 
neer; S. W. Duttson, 15, Fish Street Hill, E.C., merchant; H. L. Duttaon, 15, 
Fish Street Hill, E C., merchant; and H. M. Armitage, 97, Queen Victoria 
Street, E. C., clerk. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to 
be less than two, nor more than five; the first are A. Glover, F. A. Glover and 
К. Н. Hayne; qualification, fe. Registered oftice, 97, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Limited (27,061). 
—'This company's annual return was filed on March ‘9th, when 109,220 ordinary 
and 28,141 preference shares were taken up out of a nominal capital ої £700,000 
in 110,000 ordinary and 50,000 preference shares of £ó each (increased from 
£550,000 to £800,000 in December, 1901). £5 per share has been called up on 
the ordinary and £2 103. on the preference shares, resulting in the receipt of 
£617,952 10s., in addition to £28,540 paid in advance. Mortgages and charges 
— £250,000. 


Peto & Radford, Limited (51,387) — This company's anrual 
return was filed on March 20th. when 6,500 shares were taken up out ofa 
nominal capital of £10,000 in 10,000 shares of £1 each, #1 per share haa been 
called up on 2,000, resulting in the receipt of £2,000. £4,500 is considered as 
paid. No mortgages or charges. 


Morley Electrical Engineering Company, Limited /52,358). 
—'This company's annual return was filed on March 10th, when 1,524 shares 
were taken up out of a nominal capital of £5,000 in 5,000 shares of £1 each. 41 
bas been called up on each of 504 shares, resulting in the receipt of £504. 
£1,020 is considered as paid. Mortgages and charges 41.000. | 


CITY NOTES. 


Brush Electrical Engineering Company. 


Lorp Vaux oF HARROWDEN presided on 10th inst. at Winchester 
House over the thirteenth general meeting of the above company, 
and in moviog the adoption of the report, said it was with great 
regret that they did not find themselves in the position of 
declaring a dividend. They were aware that in consequence of 
the pressure of other business, Mr. J. B. Braithwaite, jun., had 
resigned the chairmanship of the company, notwithstanding his 
long connection with it, and there was no doubt that the 
company owed a great deal to the zeal and energy which Mr. 
Braithwaite had devoted to its interests. They had to deplore the 
loss of another director, the late Mr. Slater Lewis, who, unfortu- 
nately, died before he was able to complete the organisation of the 
works at Loughborough—a reorganisation of which the necessity was 
во evident to all of them. Notwithstanding the unfortunate death 
of Mr. Slater Lewis, the Brush Company had continued to devote 
anxious attention to this important work, the fruits of which пе 
trusted they would see in greatly improved results. He was happy 
to inform them that Mr. W. L. Madgen had been elected to a seat 
on the board, and that gentleman had now for some weeke been 
actively engaged on the work of the re^rganisation of the Lough- 


borough works. Reductions and changes had been made, which 
already had certainly effected economies. They would observe in 
the profit and loss account that there was a gross profit of £61,054 
8s. 10d., which was within £700 of the figure at which it stood 
in the previous year’ As a matter of fact, if they analysed 
the items, this figure was really better than tbat of last year. 
In the first place, £3,000 less was brought into the account 
than in the previous year—only £1,500 was brought forward 
tbat year, in place of £5,000 brought forward in the previous 
year. Then the gross profit on trading was £52,142, which 
was £2,000 more than for the 12 months ending 1000. With 
regard to their financial profits—he meant those which were 
obtained from interest on securities and sales of securities—the 
items were just £800 more than in the preceding year. Now they 
were £7,303 15s. 11d., and in the previous year they were 
£6,496 9s. 6d. It would thus be seen that the falling off in the 
gross profit was entirely due to the smaller amount brought forward. 
To pursue the subject further, there were stil one or two items 
which could, had they been brought into this account, have given it 
a better complexion. There was a matter of £1,000 or £1,200 profit 
on the Australian branch for the year, which, although actually 
earned, had not been taken credit for, as the certified accounts were 
not received in time to be included. They had also made certain 
additions to holdings in other undertakings, and although the 
undertakings were all of a sound and progressive character, yet it so 
happened that that year in one of the most important of them the 
dividend had not been declared, and consequently it would have to 
be included in the next year’s accounts. Meanwhile about £60,000 
had practically brought no interest into the balance-sheet, although 
it was really earning money, and was likely to give a good profit 
next year. They were in the position that their capital account 
was £117,000 higher than last year, and the interest on a large por- 
tioa of this money, although accruiog, was not yet in their pockets. 
There wero various other items in the profit and loss account to 
which he need not draw their attention, but there were one or two 
items, which һе would call abnormal items. The damage caused 
by the flood 15 or 16 months ago cost them £888 for repairs, 
and that was an item they trusted they would not 
have again. There was al:o an item of £500 paid to a 
director for special services rendered, which was really the 
allowance paid by the purchasers of an undertaking sold bythem at a 
substantia) profit toa director, who was also a director of the Brush 
Compapy, for past services, and as compensation for loss of office. 
Strictly speaking, the amount should have been paid direct by the 
purchaser, and should not have appeared in the accounts, but inas- 
much as the money was first received by the Brush Company, it was 
necessary to refer to it in the accounts. They had also paid £407, 
being the remainder of cost of redeeming £16,290 second debenture 
stock, and that would not occur again. Further, they had written 
off £2,593, being a portion of the expenses of the new share issue. 
The board proposed to write off the remainder of these expenses, 
which came to about £4,000, in the next two years. They had 
carried £6,500 to depreciation reserve fund, as against £5,000 last 
year, and the fund now stood at £25,606, which the board felt was 
by no means excessive, for, in these days of severe competition, 
machinery, and especially machinery of engineering works, quickly 
became obsolete. If they were to compete successfully, they must 
have the newest and best, and must be prepared from time to time 
to throw out of ure machines which, although not worn out, were 
unable to turn out work as economically as new and better machines 
iu the shops of their competitors. The board would like to see the 
reserve fund substantially increased. Coming to the general reserve 
fund, they had placed £8,500 to that, and he might tell them that 
that question was receiving the most anxious and exhaustive con- 
sideration at their hands. The prospects of the Brush Company 
were good. Closely associated as they were with some of the 
most prominent electrical undertakings іа the country, the demand 
for their manufactures must be constant and increasing, and they 
hoped by exercising strict economy, and employing the best men 
available, they would be able to earn a full dividend on the pre- 
ference shares and a fair dividend on the ordinary shares. But the 
board were most anxious not to inaugurate their policy by dividing 
profits up to the hilt. They possessed no general reserve fund, 
although in the articles of association it was clearly contemplated 
that such a fund should exist. It was of permanent importance that 
the nucleus of such a fund should be formed at once without delay, 
and the board earnestly and confidently trusted the shareholders 
would give them their full support. The attention of all must have 
be en drawn to the auditors' certificate with regard to the items of 
patents and goodwill which had stood at £181,397 88. 9d. for the 
last five years. 'The board had given, and were giving, the most 
earnest consideration to these items. They were quite as much 
alive as the auditors to the importance of that figure in the balance- 
sheet, but they were not yet prepared to make any recommendation. 
It was, however, in common with other matters affecting the pros- 
perity of the company receiving their careful attention. On the 
whole the prospects of the electrical manufacturing industry were 
good. There were many tramways and tubes in contemplation or 
under construction, and one of the big railway companies was 
applying for leave to change from steam to electricity. The pro- 
bability was that the demand for all electrical equipment would go 
on increasing, with the result that they would find their wcrks, 
which were in good working order, fully occupied in meeting the 
demand. 

Mr. J. S. RawonTH, in seconding the motion, said that having 
been associated with the company for 16 years as chief engineer 
and member of the board, he endorsed every word uttered by the 
chairman as to the present strong position of the company and the 
prospects of future success. 

Mr. KNIGHT said he would be glad to know when the position of 
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the preference shareholders was going to be considered by the 
board. He pointed out that in the past, owing to the declaration 
of interim dividends on the ordinary shares, it had been found 
at the end of the усаг that there was not sufficient to pay the 
preference shareholders in full,and he suggested that the board 
should consider the question of making the preference shares 
cumulative. 

Mr. SistEy remarked that £80,000 had been expended in the last 


two years on buildings and plant, and he would like to know where | 


the profit they were told would result from that expenditure was. 
It either sec med that the expenditure was unnecessary, or else the 
management was unable to produce the profit that was desired. 

Mr. Conway alluded to the auditors’ remarks on the figure of 
£181,0C0 being placed on goodwill and patents. It seemed to him 
rather vague, and he asked what was the estimate the board really 
placed on the items. The value might be nothing, and he did not 
вее why it should come into the balance sheet at all. 

Mr. RoLANp said that, having been a shareholder six or seven 
years, be could not help viewing the present position with dismay. 


He would like to know the real relationship to the British Electric ' 


Traction Company, for in his own mind he could not help 
associating the present position of affairs with such relationship, for 
they seemed to be going down year after year. -He would like to 
know if the Brush Company had been underwriting shares for the 
British Electric Traction Company ; and if they had, he should 
object to it. He did not grumble at the figures as they were 
presented, because he was not an expert; but he looked at the 
matter from the ordinary point of view of an investor who, putting 
money into a go-ahead industry like the electrical industry, 
naturally expected to get bigger dividends as years went on, instead 
of getting nothing. 

Mr. W. Bow remarked that he would like to know if American 
methods were being introduced, and pointed out the tluctuations in 
the Stock Exchange quotations of the company's shares, prior to the 
publication of the report, which certainly showed that there was a 
leakage of information somewhere. With respect to the auditors’ 
certificate, it seemed that these gentlemen told them something 
which they had known for five years, although now they were forced 
to bring it forward owing to the passing of a Bill by the present 
much-maligned Goverament. It wasamusiug to notice the way in 
which the good will aud patents were estimated at £141,397 8s. 9d, 
and he would like to know if tbe goodwill of the company was 
represented by the 83. 9d. Tten the sbares and debentures were 
valued down to 163. 10d., but the auditore said they did not know 
what they were worth. He suggested that there should be clean 
finance, and that a lot should be knocked off the patents, and the 


shares and debentures should be put down for what they were 


actually worth. 

Mr. EMIL GARCKE said be was the managing director of the 
British Electric Traction Company, which had been referred to, 
and some of them would recollect that 10 years ago he was the 
manager of the Brush Company. He regretted that the company was 
not now in the position in which he left it. He believed, however, 
the company had something good to look forward to. The company 
was а very old one, and was started in the very early days when 
electricity was in its infancy, and he remembered thst during the 
eight years that he had the management of it, it was very difficult 
to keep it alive at all. <All the other electrical companies 
went into liquidation, and the Brush Company alone survived. 
He thought, however, that the time was undoubtedly coming when 
their hopes would be realised. He represented companies which 
had an interest of something like £100,000 in the company, and 
spoke with a sense of considerable responsibility when he said that he 
was thoroughly satisfied with the report, and he sincerely hoped 
the meeting would give the board unanimous support, because they 
had bad the courage to come before them with an unfavourable 
report: it was most important that bodies of shareholders 
should not discourage boards of directors from coming before them 
with a plain unvarnished statement with regard to the position. 
He thought that in itself was the best augury of the success they 
would achieve in the future. He felt thorougbly satisfied with the 
way the directors had put tbe position before them rather tban if 
they bad squeezed every penny from the revenue account to pay 
additional dividends. The balance-sheet showed that la-t year they 
had a considerable amount of liabilities. During the year addi- 
tional capital had been raised to remove these liabilities and put 
the company upon a stronger basis, and by reason of that addi- 
tional capital they could not pay the eame dividend as before out 
of approximately the same profits. What was the position now? 
They bad practically exhausted every means of raising fresh capital. 
They had first and second mortgage debentures, and they had prac- 
tically no other means of raising additional capital, and he asked 
if it was prudent under these circumstances to divide up to the hilt 
and leave the company without the means of carrying on its busi- 
ness. One gentleman had asked what the relations were between the 
company andthe British Electric Traction Company. When he became 
associated with the British Electric Traction Company, who were 
large buyers of apparatus, he naturally felt an interest in the old 
company, und whenever it could be done without any prejudice to 
the interests of his shareholders, he turned orders in the direction 
of the Brush Company. It was his desire to continue to do so. 
Those relations led the directors of the British Traction Company, 
who were large buyers, to see if it was not possible to obtain an 
interest in the Brush Company, and the result was that shares were 
exchanged at the then market price, sod in pursuance of tbe same 
view the British Electric Traction Company subsequently under- 
wrote 450,000 capital for the Brush Company at par. He confessed 
that he would probably have some difficulty in justifying that 
transaction to the shareholders of the British Electric Traction 
Company, but his company had increased their holding in the full 


contidence that in time it would prove a good investment. With 
regard to the question asked as tothe Brush Company having 
underwritten shares in companies promoted by the British Electric 
Traction Company, he knew of nothing of the kind having been 
done; but it had been done in the case of one company io which 
both the British Electric Traction Company and the Brush Com- 
pany were jointly interested, and in this case the company was a 
large buyer. As to the questions asked regardiog goodwill, his 
feeling was that accountants and auditors would differ very much 
as to the correct way of stating that item in the account, and, after 
all, the strict business view was that the goodwill of а business 
was worth what that business would yield. There were many com- 
panies with a goodwill largely in excess of that of the Brush Com- 
pany, but it was not written down because the enrnings of the 
company were sufficient to рау a good dividend upon the capital 
represented by that goodwill, and so long as the capital was 
remunerative there was no harm whatever in allowing it to 
stand at the figure it did. It was only when an undertaking 
ceased to make a fair return that the question of goodwill arose, 
and it was in that sense he took it that the auditors had referred to 
it now, although apparently they bad not done so on former 
occasions. He thought it was too early for the present board to 
form any opinion on that matter, and they ought not to be asked 
to commit themselves to any policy with regard to it. 

After several other shareholders had addressed the meeting, the 
CHAIRMAN said that Mr. Garcke had answered many of the points 
raised, and Бе need not refer to them. It would be impossible to 
make the preference shares cumulative without altering the articles 
vf association. With regard to the new buildings and plant, they 
had already produced better results, and hoped to produce better 
still. It was impossible to manufacture economically unless they had 
the best plant, and if they could not do that, they could not compete 
against others. Reference had been made toa matter the board 
deeply deplored— tte selling of shares on the Stock Exchange. The 
board were utterly unaware that anything of the sort was being 
done, and they had no means of knowing who did it. Very earnest 
and careful consideration had to be given to several questions, and 
the probable fact was, that people who were accustomed to see the 
report issued earlier becane suspicious of the delay, and thought 
there was something a little unfavourable. Hal any gentleman 
anything definite to tell them ? e 

After further remarks, Mr. Conway wished to know if any fresh 
shares had been issued since the issue of preference and ordinary 
shares was made to the shareholders share fcr share. 

The CHAIRMAN said that since the issue referred to by Mr. 
Conway fresh capital was necessary, and the old board came to the 
decision that the best arrangement which could be made was to get 
the British Electric Traction Company to take the whole of the 
remainder of the preference shares on condition that they took 
25,000 ordinary shares of £2 at par. At that time the ordinary 


shares stood at from 17 to 18, and although he and the majority of 


the present board had nothing to do with the arrangement, he 
thought the old board had done the best fur the company, and he 
did uot see how the money could have been raised in any other 
way. He certainly could not agree to disclose the volume of trade, 
as it would be a suicidal policy. Аз to the investments they could 
not get at the value, because they were not quoted. They had 
realised one undertaking in the past year at a substantial profit, 
and they hoped that year to do the same. It would be no good for 
them to depreciate the value of the securities in the eyes of the 
public. The board did not defend the mixing up of the goodwill 
and patents, and the matter now had their serious consideration. 
The report was then put and carried with four dissentients. 


Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. 


Tur directors’ report to be presented at the annual meeting at 
Wiachester House, on Thursday, May 1st, at 2 p.m, reads as 
follows :— 

“ The directors beg to submit the annual statement of accounts 
and balance-sheet of the company, for the year ending December 
31st, 1901, and bave pleasure in again congratulating the sbare- 
holders on the successful result of the year's working. The number 
or units of electrical energy sold during the year were 962,958, com- 
pared with 412,950 for the preceding year. The gross revenue from 
all sources amounted to £23,248 19s. 9d., compared with £11,147 
15s. 8d, the working costs were £14,602 18s. 2d., compared with 
£8,252 17s. 4d., and the result of the year's operations was a net 
profit of £8,646 1s. 7d., compared with £2,894 18s. 4d. Exchange 
is calculated at 1s. 4d. per rupee. At the general meeting last year 
the shareholders adopted the suggestion of the board to deduct 
£2,500 from the protit and loss account as a provision for repairs 
and renewals, and the directors have this year deducted £5,000 
from the years account for the same purpose. The amount 
expended during the year in repairs and renewals and in the 
purchase of spare parts was £1,900 103. 8d, the whole of which has 
been debited to the renewal fund account, leaving a balance carried 
forward of £5,599 Эз. 4d. То the net profit of £8,646 1s. 7d. bas to 
be added £219 1s. brought forward from last year, and £151 14s. 1d. 
interest on deposits at baukers, making a total of £9,016 16s. 84., 
and after deducting interim dividend paid on November 4th last, 
there remaits a balance of £5,822 68. 3d. available for distribution. 
The directors propose to pay a final dividend for the half-year at 
the rate of 7 per cent. per annum on the paid-up sbare capital, 
making, with the interim dividend, 6 per cent. for the year, and to 
carry the balance, £302 Өз. 2d. forward During the past year the 
board bave issued 10,01 0 additional shares at the price of £6 per 
share, the premium on the issue, £10,000, being placed to the 
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reserve fund, which now amounts to £15,000. The board have 
invested £9,900 of this amount partly in consols and partly in 
railway preference shares. The capital expenditure during the year 
amounted to £62,372 188. 8d, the largest proportion, £37,322, was 
in mains, £12,067 in machinery and tools, and £4,038 on buildings. 
The total amount of expenditure at December 31st last was £180,639 
Зв. 4d. The directors have taken advantage of the presence of Mr. 
A. H. Preece, M.Inst.E.E. (who was visiting India), to inspect and 
report on the company’s installation, and his report is satisfactory. 
It is propused, during the current year, to carry out large extensions 
tothe mains which will involve considerable additional outlay. The 
new station in the A)ipore district has been erected, and the equip- 
ment is nearly completed. The station was opened onMarch 1st. 
Application has been made to the Government of Bengal for a 
license to supply the Howrah district, which is on the side of the 
river, and as the consent of the municipality has been obtained, 
no doubt the Government license will be granted in due course. 
Owing tothe increasingly heavy load in the northof the city it is 
in contemplation to erect a third generating station at Cossipore. 
During the year 1901, 292 additional houses have been connected to 
the mains, the total number of consumers being now 880, and the 
equivalent of -c. p. lamps at December 31st, 58,284 as comparcd 
with 28,748 at the end of the previous12 months. The running of 
the station has been good. There have been some breakdowns on 
the mains which have given the directors much concern, but it is 
confidently expected that with a few alterations in matters of 
detail the difficulties will shortly be overcome. 10 accordance with 
the articles of association, Mr. P. V. Luke, C I. E., retires from the 
board of directors by rotation, and, being eligible, offers himself for 
re-election. The auditors in London, Messrs. J. H. Duncan & Co., 
chartered accountants, and in Calcutta, Messrs. Lovelock & Lewis, 
also offer themselves for re-clection.” 


Ferranti, Limited. 


THE first general meeting of this company was ted at the offices 
on April 3rd, Mr. 5. Z. de Ferranti presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the report showed that only £1,700 was 
to be paid to the ordinary shareholders, but this must be noted in 
conjunction with the fact that £8,215 was paid to the old company 
as interest on the purchase price. Of the sum paid in interest, over 
£4,000 went to the ordinary shareholders of the old company, and 
that sum, together with the £1,784 paid to the ordinary sbare- 
holders of the new company, makes in all an amount equal to 6 per 
cent. paid on the ordinary shares of the company for tbe year. If 
it had been their policy, which it was not, to pay out all the moneys 
available, they could have made this either 10 or 11 per cent., for 
there was a balance of profit of over £5,C00 partly carried to reserve 
account, and partly carried forward. It was the intention of the 
directora to deal with the accounts in such a way that tLey might 
consider themselves always ou the safe side, and in paying to the 
ordinary sbareholdera an amount «qual to 6 per cent. they thought they 
were perfectly safe to continue to pay this, and they had reason to 
hope that they would increase it. Another strong feature in the report 
was the very large proportion of revenue devoted to the upkeep 
and depreciation of plaut. They had written down the value of 
the plaut to the extent of C5, 800 while spending £3,700 in repairing 
and renewing it, and during the past year had actually reconstructed 
and modernised a number of tbeir mavhine tools. With regard to 
capital, the prospectus was issued iu July, hoping to obtain £120,000 
in preference shares. They only got 400, O00 subscribed, but the 
whole sum asked for could bave been profitably employed in the 
. business. He was assured, however, that, in a certain measure, 
they might consider themselves fortunate in having obtained the 
money they did, the very depressed state of the money market 
generally at that time making it extremely difficult to raise money. 
However, with the satisfactory accounts, aud with the prospects 
which they had, and the orders at present in hand, there should be 
very little difficulty in getting the capital which they certainly felt 
the want of, and which sbould enable them to go ahead and expand. 
That there was room for, and a serious demand for, this expansion 
he was convinced. Great resources are now being utilised to develop 
the electrical industry in this country, and a great increase of pro- 
duction will result therefrom ; but he was satisfied that tue increase 
of electrical enterprise would be so considerable in the near future, 
that the supply would not do more than meet the demand. The 
work done by the company was nearly all of a special nature, aid 
on the specialities that they were dea ing with they could more 
than hold their own in the face of competition. They had requested 
Mr. Scott Lings—and he had consented—to join the board. Tbat 
gentleman helped in the reconstruction of the company, and to have 
him on the board would be a source of strength to the company 
fiuancially. In order to make room for Mr. Lings, the number of 
directors beiog limited to five, and also for some further strengthen- 
ing which they deemed advisable, and for which they expected the 
opportunity soon to arise, it was necessary for two of the present 
directors, Messrs. Day and Del Rivo, to retire. They were not in 
any way losing the benefit of their services, as they would retain 
their respective positions in the company. In view of this altera- 
tion in the directorate, which bad hitherto been not only & board 
of directors, but in a minor degree a committee of management, they 
felt it a nece:sity that the central control of the business should be 
vested in one man, subservient only to himself (Mr. Ferranti) as the 
managing director of the company. It had therefore been decided 
to appoint Mr. A. B. Anderson, who was at present one of their 
directors, and who had been for the past 10 years a valuable servant 
of the company, to the position of assistant managing director. 

The report and balance-sheet were unanimously adopted. 


Babcock and Wilcox, Limited. 


At the meeting held at Cannon Street Hotel on Tuesday, Mr. JoHN 
DEwRANCE said that the amount of profit was very similar to that 
of the previous year. Last year was one of considerable anxiety, 
and he thought that the staff had done extremely weil. They 
looked forward to the present being a better year. Their order 
sheet was very satisfactory, and they saw nothing but the promise 
of progress. A great deal had been done to improve the premises 
and plant at Renfrew. The electrical driving installation had been 
set to work, and great care had been given to improving the method 
of manufacture. 

Dividends were declared for the balf-year ended December 31st 
last as follows: — At the rate of 3 per cent. on the preference shares, 
and at the rate of 9 per cent. on the ordinary shares; £45,000 was 
transferred to the reserve fund, £25,C00 to the dividend equalisation 
fund, and a balance of £17,446 carried forward. 


Guildford Electricity Supply Company. 


THE annual meeting was recently held at Guildford, Dr. Е. К. 
Russell presiding. 

The report for the year 1901 showed that not only had there been 

а gain in gross revenue of £515, but a decrease of no less than £377 
in expenditure, notwithstandinz an increased output of over 20 
per cent. The total gross profit was £960 19a. 3d., which was equi- 
valent to 4 per cent. on the total capital of the company, including 
loans in use during the year. Considerable improvements had been 
made to the machinery during the year, chiefly in the direction of 
fuel-saving apparatus. All the temporary sheds had now been 
removed, and substantial and well-lighted buildings erected, which 
would hold а)1 the machinery the company was likely to want for 
some years to come. The revenue account showed expenditure as 
follows :—Generation of electricity, £1,134 4s. 2d. (including fuel 
£814 7s. 9d., wages and gratuities at generating station £176 3s., 
repairs and maintenance £102 18. Ud.); distribution of electricity, 
413 9з. Jd.; rates and taxes, £87 53. 10d.; management expenses, 
£258 бв. Gd. (ralaries of managing engineers, secretary aud ac- 
countants £200 155); law expenses, 423 15s. 4d.; depreciation, 
£119 88. 7d.; insurances, £17 6s. 8d.; total expenditure, £1,653 
16s. 2d. The receipts included :—Sale of current per meter at 7d. 
per B. T. U., less discounts, £2,192 8s.; rental of meters and sale and 
repair of Jamps and other apparatus, £188 18.; rents, transfer fees 
and miscellaneous, £114 17s. 10d. ; t. tal receipts, £2,495 6s. 10d. ; 
The balance carried to net revenue account was £841 6s. 10d., 
which was allotted at follows:—To balance from last account £183 
10a. 2d.; interest on debentures accrued due to date, £250 
13s 5d.; ditto on temporary loans, £264 2s. 11d. ; balance carried to 
balance-sheet, £107 4s. 2d. The depreciation fund account, in- 
cluding the £119 8s. 7d. brougbt from revenue account, amounted 
to £400. 
The CRaA1RMAN remarked that there was an improvement both in 
the amount received for current and in the expenses. The coal bill 
bad diminished both from tLe coal being cheaper and also because 
of the very exceilent cells they had got in, which had been a great 
saving to the company. They bad now also put in condensers and 
other coal-saving machivery, which he hoped wou'd enable them 
still further to reduce the cost. After a great deal of discussion the 
board had decided not to raise the price of the current this year. 
They felt that it was necessary now tbat a dividend should be paid 
on the ordinary shares. They had bad to raise capital by means of 
debentures at a very high rate of interest, aud it had, therefore, up 
to the present been impossible. He proposed that the accounts be 
adopted. 

Mr. ASHER seconded the motion. 

Strong criticisms of the atřairs of the company were passed by 
Mr. L. Ellis, Mr. W. R. Emery and Mr. Н. Fentum Phillips, and 
these were replied to by the chairman and by the managiug engi- 
neer (Mr. J. M. V. Money-Kent). 

The report was adopted. 


Buenos Ayres and Belgrano Electric Tramways 
Company. | 


Tut report for 198), fo be submitted at the meeting on the 17th 
inst., states that the total receipts amounted to £147,212, and total 
expenditure to £87,712, leaving a balance of £59,500. This balance, 
with the amount brought forward from last year (£1,474), has been 
carried to net revenue account. After providing for debenture 
stock and other interest, and placing £3,000 to the credit of 
renewal funds, and setting aside £2,500 as a provision for pending 
compensatton cases, there remains a balance cf £31,551 at the credit 
of net revenue account. An interim dividend of 38. per share on the 
“ A” preference shares was paid in October last, and the directors 
now recommend the payment of a further 3s. per share, making the 
full dividend of 6 per cent. on these shares for 1901. An interim 
dividend of 3s. per share оп the “ B” preference shares was also 
paid in October last, and the directors now recommend the payment 
of the balance of 3s. per share, making the full dividend of 6 per 
cent. on these shares for 1901, together with a further dividend of 
7 per cent., or 7s. per sbare, on account of arrears of dividends on 
these shares. Deducting these dividends now recommended, 
amounting altogether to 10s. per sbare, or 10 per cent., the arrears 
on the “В” preference shares will amount to 7s. 6d. per share, or 
73 per cent. The foregoing dividends on both classes of preference 
shares will absorb £19,750, leaving a balance of £1,976 to һе 
carried forward to next account. 
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Stock Exchange Notices. — The Committee has 
appointed a special settling day as under:—Tuesday, April 29th. 
Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation, Limited. 
—Farther issue of 20,000 ordinary shares of £5 each, fully paid, 
Nos. 50,001 to 70,000 ; and 20,000 43 per cent. cumulative pre- 
ference shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 50,001 to 70,000. 
Electric Lighting and Traction Company, of Australis, Limited.— 
£76,000 5 per cent. debenture stock; and a further issue of 10,000 
6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 
20,001 to 30,000, and has ordered the same to be quoted in the 
Official List, also City and South London Railway Company.— 
£150,000 5 per cent. perpetual preference stock, 1901. 


Indo-European Telegraph Company.—The board, 
after adding £5,000 to the reserve fund, recommend the payment 
of a dividend for the six months ended December 31st, 1901, of 
17s. 6d. per share, making with the interim dividend already paid 
6 per cent., and a bonus of 20s. per share, both free of income-tax, 
in all 10 per cent. for the year. The dividend and bonus will be 
payable on and after May 1st next. 


Globe Telegraph and Trust Company.—A quarterly 
interim dividend, payable on and after April 30th next, of 3s. per 
share on the preference shares, less income-tax, and of 2s. 6d. per 
share on the ordinary shares. The transfer books will be closed 
from 22nd to 29th inst. 


South London Electric Supply Corporation.—The 
poll took place on Tuesday on the question of the election of Mr. 
Atherton to a seat on the board, with the result, as we are informed, 
that the election of that gentleman was passed by a majority of 
14,072 votes. 


British Insulated Wire Company.—The report to be 


submitted at the meeting on the 23rd inst, states that the gross 
pros for the year amount to £106,427, to which must be added the 
nce brought forward, making a total of £113,191. Negotiations 
have been in progress for some time past for & union of interests 
with a strong and successful company, carrying on a business which 
is, in the opinion of the directors, well suited for working in unison 
with this company’s business, to the great advantage of both. 
The directors have recommended a dividend at the rate of 10 per 
cent. per annum for the past half-year on the ordinary shares, 
making 10 per cent. for the year. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


tion Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending April 


Blackburn 
IIth were £609; week last year, £921; decrease, £312. Total 
to а, 19,18; 3 ding period last year, 2, 009; increase, £1,309. 
Miles of Ор. 


Blackpool ae ноа Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
April 12th were 4254; corresponding week last year, £706; decrease, 
£452. Total receipts to date, £3,828; corresponding period [ast year, £2,973 ; 
increase, £350, 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Compan 
April llth were £4,042; correspon 
£5,050; decrease, £1, 006. 

Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending April 12th were 
£6,720; corresponding week last year, £6,652; increase, £68. Total 
receipts to date, £99,195; corresponding period last year, £91,511; in- 
crease, £7,654. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Reilway.—The receipts for the week ending 
April 18th were £2,931; corresponding week last year, 21,903; increase, 
4978. Total receipts to date (15 weeks), £44,788; corresponding period last 
year, £80,190; increase, £14,048. Miles open, "6h; "last $ year, 43. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returna are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending April 4th :— 


.—The receipts for the week ending 
period (Easter week) last year, 


Comparison 


with corres- No Aggregate, 
: Amount ponding week Ж v 

Company. | £ ol last year. woeks. Amount. Inc. or Dec. 
| + A £ i t p 
| | £ £ £ | £ 

= ay " ENDE wi ! mrs — 

MEME 

Devonport* .. | 415 — | "5 5,151 — — 
. Dudley - Stourbridge 1,134 (06 — 134 i 8,765 2,087 — 
Gatesheadi . 155 — — 134 8,506 - —- 
Greenock- Pt. Glasgow 541 35 131 5,064 2.795 — 
Hartlepool Я 350 140 e 124 2,488 : 1711 — 
Kidderminster .. 191 99 — wd 1,315 ! 214 — 
Merthyr’ КЕ ad 303 ee ob em 191 2,644 — 
Middleton’ .. . 405 -— | — , là: 54 — — 
Oldham A hton . 637 i| 106 — 19 6.284 147 — 
Poole 852 — -- 191 . 2,032 — — 
Potteries |. — .. 1.636 267 | — 13h 1434 | 920 — 
Southport 3354 22% | — | M. 1,978 574 = 
South Stafford. hire} 1.06 428 — 13 | 998 | 96| — 
Swansea d .|' DR , 1614 — 133 ^ 5,530 655 — 
Taunton' 2% is 91 — 13. 737 | =! ME. 
Tynemouth: .. |^. 8950 138 | — 13 2,629 221 EE 
Wolverhampton Dist. 251 207 — 13 1,778 1,174 — 


* Not in operation last year. 1 Partly steam. 
Comparison from March 18th only. 


| 
| 
D 


Dover Corporation Tramways. — The receipts for the week ending April 
12th were £175 15s. 71d.; corresponding week last year, £252 9s. 1l!'d.; de- 
crease, £76 14s. 4d. Total to date, £2,611 10s. 6d.; corresponding period 
last year, £2,472 28. 2d.; increase. £139 Hs. id. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 6 1925 1901, 5,097. Number of cars, 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Com шуде receipts for the week ending April 
llth were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., £8,481 9s. 8d.; D. B. D. Co. £760 6s. 11d. ; 
total, £4,244 16s. 7d.; correspondit week last year— P. U. T. Co., 73.824 
114. 44.; 'D.8.D. Co., "£1,218 2¢. 10d.; total, £5,087 14s. 2d. (Easter week and 
Spring Show, 1901); decrease. 2792 17s. 7d.; aggregate to date, 475,584 
xd urn year, 455,790 Gs. 7d.; increase, £3,104 8s. 1d. Mileage 
wor 


Glasgow Tramways.—For week ending April 12th, 1902, £10,995 17s. 3J., | com- 
pared with £8,790 Gs. 6d. for the corresponding week last пена 


Liverpool Overhead Railway. — The recei for the week onding Ар! 
18th were £1,507; corresponding week last [ean £1,871; decrease, 
Total to date "£20, 996: oorresponding period last year, £99,084 ; : decrease, 
£1,688. Miles open, 6 miles 57 chains, 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
Bupcet Day passed and gone, the Stock Exchange knows the 
financial worst that will have to be faced for at least six months to 
come. House opinion puts Sir Michael's effort down as 
essentially commonplace, and almost the only stock to be materially 
affected is Consola, which have fallen on the coming of the 32 
million pounds loan. 

The Home Railway Market, however, has suddenly developed 
strength, and its unexpected cheeriness is leading to inquiries for 
electrical stocks, Central London issues being the best feature. 
Supply descriptions are better upon influential buying. In the 
Telegraph section another wave of depression has put in an appear- 
ance, and amongst Miscellaneous varieties, a sharp fall has 
silhouetted Electric Constructions against an otherwise colourless 
market. 

We have on several occasions referred to the advent of a large 
Welsh power company, and the skeleton proepectus shows that this 
South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Company, Limited, has 
ashare capital of £750,000 divided iuto 75,000 shares of £10 each, 
with power to issue another } million Debenture stock. Its 
objects are tersely summed up in the opening words of the 
prospectus: “This company was incorporated by Act of Parliament 
for the purpose of providing and distributing electric energy in the 
County of Glamorgan and all that portion of the County of Mon- 
mouth lying west of the River U«k, this comprising the noted coal- 
field of South Wales.” The prospectus goes on to state that the 
above-mentioned district has an area of 1,034 eq. miles, a population 
of over a million people, besides some 2,400 collieries and factories. 
Allowing 5 per cent. interest on the Debenture stock, a profit of 
8 per cent. is estimated on the shares which it is proposed to issue. 
Of course, the proposition may undergo alteration before it is 
offered to the public, and any present comment would obviously be 
premature. 

Electrical supply descriptions are a good market, and a lot of 
business is doing in shares of those companies working within the 
Metropolitan area.  Westminsters, Bromptons, ''Jimmies" and 
Metropolitans all show advances. Edmundson’s are 1 up, and 
South Londons have risen to 3. County Ordinary and Preference, 
although displaying no quotable change in price, are freely 
changing hands. The only decline in tbe list, curiously enough, is 
in Metropolitan 34 per cent. Debenture, which has dropped a 
point. Of course the demand for Electric Supply shares is attributed 
to June prospects. Under the circumstances it is somewhat 
remarkable that Electric Constructions should be so flat, the price 
having slumped from 1} to 25s. sellers. A bad report is expected, 
and after recent experiences in the Brush and Edison Companies, 
tke market awaits results with anxiety. There has not been much 
strength in the shares since the late manager retired, and now they 
are diflicult to sell at anything but what holders call a ridiculous 
price. Brush Preference, by the way, are continuing their upward 
career, adding a further 5s. to their price this week, but the 
Ordinary are unaltered. 

Central London Deferred is 2 per cent. to the good at 1001, and 
the Ordinary has jumped to 1044 upon the investment demand 
springing up in all directions for Home Railway stocks. Great 
Northern and City shares are neglected. Districts are strong at 35 
on the financial support which the powerful firm of Messrs. Speyer 
Bros. is extending to Mr. Yerkes's enterprising echeme for putting a 
girdle round the town by linking the four electric railways with 
which his name is now connected. 

Anglo-American Telegraph issues are dull, except the Deferred, 
which is 1 better. The Yankee market is picking up a little 
business, which should be good for the cable companies, but neither 
Commercial nor Submarine stock has advanced. Eastern Telegraph 


Ordinary is weak, although allowance of 1] per cent. net must be 
made for the deducted dividend. The Preference is also a fraction 
lower. 

National Telephone Deferred has been offered to some extent, 
and a fall of 2 points is the result; otherwise the company's issues 
are without fluctuation. ‘The Miscellaneous section is featureless, 
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Closing 
Quotation 
April 9th. 


African Direct Telegraph, 4% De | 
Amason Telegraph Co.’s shares, 8 1 to 25,000 ... 
— 1. Noe. 1 w 1360 
Anglo-American Telegraph 

Do. do. 6 9, Pref sas к 


do. Deferred ~ 


Do. ; 
Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 TT eee e.. 


9 Cable 
Do. do. 


34 
150 7160 xd|150 —160 
94 — 96xd| £3 - 96 
54 | 44- 58 


| do. 44 

Direct United States Cable 
Direct West India Cable, 44 % Ree Der, “within 
1 to 1, 200, де 


Do. V Deb. Stock 
Bastern and South African "Telegraph, 4 "Ф Mort. Deb. 
Nos. , төй. 1909 
| 4 % Reg. Mt. Debs. — Bub. ) 1—8,000 
Globe Telegraph pos Trust - 
Do. 6 Pref. eee eee. 


150,000 а но Northern Telegraph, of MET 
and Bermuda Сары 44 Ф ist Mort. Debs., 

os. 1 to 1,200, 

do-Buropean eo 


London Platin «орын Told ian Telegra egraph, 6 Ф Debs. 
Montevideo a Limitat Nos. 1 to 73,680 .. 
5 96 Pref., Nos. 23 to 86,4092 


| Do. 
Nationa) > Telephone Pref. Stodi - 
Pref. shares  .- et 


1,966,667 = Def. Stock is 255 wee 
: 5 6 Qum. 1st Pref. eee eee 


4 9 Deb. Stock Red... 
Oriental D Telephone and me. Nos. 1 to 171,504, tally paid 
Pacific and European Tel ^ % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... | 


Submarine Cables Trust see ies E 
United Biver Puto Telephone 

го а: 5 L2 Cum. pret. ‘Kos. 1—40, 000 
5,5 Debs. eee [11] 


West ies Telegraph, 6 % De 
ca, Nos. 1—30, 10,000 and 83, 001.—68, 008 


West Осн азы 
Ро. do. 4% Dets., 1—1, 500 gua. by Bras. Bras. Sab. Tel. 
Western Telegraph, as Nos. 1—207,930 .. 

Do Debs. 2nd series, 1906 m 
848,777 Do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ae: 
West India and 3 egraph ese "ELT 

Do. do. do. 6 one 1st Pref. . 

Do. do. do. 6 Prel. -u 
Те Ас Ao 


100,000 Blackheath and Greenwich Dist t. Electric Light, х Dis 
100,000 Do. 44% 1 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. 
19,661 | Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Buap., Ord., 101 to 19,761 
do. 7 % Cum. Pret.... 


50,000 | Obaring Cross and Strand Electricity Supp 
50,000 55 Fa do. 4% Cum Pref 
450,000 do. 40 % Deb. Stock Bees 
$4,000 быша ANUS Bupply, Ота. .. isi 
do. % Deb. Btock Red. Vis 
Ord. 40,001—110,579 - 


160,000! do. 
70,579 | City of London Electric Lighting, 
40,000 6 000 
400,000 о. 5 Y Deb. Stock. Scrip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Porov. Certs., all paid 
40,000 | County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord- 3—40,000 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 V Pref., 40,001— 960,000 
400,000! Do. 44 % Deb. Btock, Prov. Certe (all paid) Bd. 
85,500 RBámundson's Elec. Oorp., T 
20,000 m FR 6 Y Cum. Pref. d 
120,000! 44 % Ast Mort. Deb. Stock 
21,000 EN US and Kaightabridge a ri " 
90,000 Do. 4 96. ww Stock 
110,000 London Blectric = NP, Limited, Ord, ies 
49, Do. : 6 V Pret 
250, De. do. do. 4% ist Mt Db. 8tock Rd. 
98,769 Metropolitan Blectric c iet M. to 62,500 эў 
$20,000. Do 304 Mortgage рер Stock 
950,000] — Do. 34 we Deb. ip a T 
8,652 | Notting Hil! Electric Lighting sae 
40,000 | 8t. James's and Mall шен Lig ht, Ord. 
20,000 Do. 2 ef., 20,081 to 40, 080 
150,000/| ` Do. p 5 рер. Stock Red. 
12,000 Smithfield Market Elect. Sappi, Оа. sie ene йз 
do. ah Deb. oes 


60,0007 Do. 
65,000 | South London Electricity Supply, Ord. dis 
100,518 | Westminster Electric Supply, Ord. is : 


з Bubject to Founders Shares, 
shares are are fully palid. 1 Dividends 
consisting of е н 


1 Usiless otherwise ise stated. 
QUividences merkea s are for s year 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


Bosiness done 
Present AME Dividends for Quotation nded 
Issue, EE the last three years, | Фоо. | April 16th. | Ара loth, 1908, 
1899. | 1900, | 1901. | Highest | Lawen. 
20, 000 British Aluminium d Cum. Pref. eee [II see eee ees 44— 53. 4$— 54 eee owe 
300,000: Do. do. 1% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. 0 ry) TE TII 88 — 92 88 == 92 see eee 
62,074 British Electric та. 60% °з eee eee one 8 96 9 96 ess 134 == 144 194 — 143 14 1243 
90,000 Do. do, 6 Cum. Pref. ee eee eee вео eee [I 121— 122 121— 122 128 123 
600,0007 Do. do. 5% Perpetual Debenture Stock ... ve |... 124 —127 [124—127 |1254 | 125 
70,000 b Insulated W TTI [TII өө eee sos 20 % 15 % eee 9 — 10 84— 9$ eos eee 
70,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. eee eot eee sos eos eve 5%— 61i 54 — 61 ecc 20o 
50,000 |TBrowett, Lindley & Co. ЗЭ ОК "T SN aes m „ | 13s. to 258. | 13s. to 15s. | ... - 
50,000 | 6 Ф Cum. Pref. ... oes ves 16/6 to 17/6 | 16/0 to 17/0 | ... - 
105,731 | Brush Bleol. Enging., Ord., 1 to 105,78 11. 5p Nil = à— 1 
150,000 Do. do. Non-cum.6% Pref... .. — « 6 3% | 14— 18 | 4- 2 1H| 14 
125,0697 Do. do. 43 9,Perp. Deb. Stock ... ... Stock 101 —104 [101 —104 | 103 | 102] 
80,000 | Callender’s Oable Construction Nos. 1—30,000 .. 15 Y 16 € 17 — 18 174 — 183 17 
40, 000 Do. do. 5 Ф Сат. Pref. [I eee eee eee eee bee 54— 6 es 6 54 eee 
90, 0007 Do. do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red. - T .. 111 —115 [111 —115 ee sis 
1 ‚969, 800 Central London Railway, . Stock eee ИІ) eee eee eee 4 % 102 — 105 103 — 106 105 1031 
440, 100 Do. do. 4 Ф Pref. Stock .. - - e A 4 & 103 —106 1103 — 106 105 | 104 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. eoe eee [IIl 4 97 —100 99 —102 99 
855, 000 Oity and Beuth London Railway eee [IIT eee eee 2 y^ 65 — 68 65 — 68 671 65 


54,000 Orompton & Co., Nos. 3 1 кр Rag Dein, 3 7195 ie 9 — 93i 3 — 33 x à 
7 5 9 1st Mort. о 
100, 0007 { * £100, and 001 to 11, Dehn 2 ee eee 100 —105 V 100 —105 eee PTT] 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Let., “ A” shares, oud 1 to 99,261 6 21 Е $— — E aes 
17,189 Do. do. do. “А” Shares, 01—017, 189 6 24 a 2— 3 2— 3 oes bee 
844,029: Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red oe L 0 78 — 83 78 — 83 . 
100,0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Овна. all på. 100 82 — 87 | 82 — 87 М ы 
31, 390 . Do. do. 7 Сат. Pref., 1 to 31,390... T1) 2 0 ө 24— 8 24— 3 2% ry) 
182, 5007 Do. do. 4 Perp. Ist Mort. Deb. Stock Stock e T" 97 —101 97 —101 101 933 
18, 000 General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Cum. Pref. eee pee eee 10 . » 92— 10} 92— 103 1043 ee 
150,000 Do. do. 4% Mort. Ded. . . . Stock 98 —101 | 98 — 101 : 
$5,000 Henley's (W. Т) Telegraph Works, Ord. ... ius 8 5 15 20 20 * 17 — 18 17 — 18 17 ei 
85, 000 Do. do. 1 Pref. eee TI 5 4i 44 eee 54— 6 54— 6 51 PET 
50,0007 Do. de do. ort. Deb. Btock... Stock va „ |111 —115 111 —115 he ek 
50,000 India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works - 10 | 18 V 10 % see 21 — 22 21 — 22 218 218 
£00, 0001 Do. do. do. 4 96 Ist Mort. Deb... e. | 100 99 —102 99 —102 1003 өөө 
87, 500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. 808 sii 10 3% 34% 4% 5 — 5} 4i— Б eA s 
10,000 |t Do. do. Pref., £10 paid —...  ..| 10 103 — 11 | 10&— 11 бе КЕ 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, O-A., Nos. 1 to 7,500 .. ... | 10) .. |... | a. | 15g— 16 | 153—164 * 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 Cum. Pref. eve eee LI LJ £1 ооо — eee 19,0 to 20,0 owe eee 
$7,350 Telegraph Construction and Ma ntenance ... e| 12 | 15 174 20 % 34 — 37 34 — 37 36 34 
150,000: Lo. 4 Deb. Bds. No . 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 vee | 100 i „ 1102 —105 102 —105 M e 
95,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000. 56 12 81129 .. |10j4— 118 | 1043— 1. . | .. 
20,000 Do. do. 5 % Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000... 5 eee eee eee 6 54— 6 eee eee 
d Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock 5 as | 100 | 3 * 9 * 3 Ф| 91 — 94 91 — 94 "T ane 
{ Quoreticns on Liverpoo) Stock Exchange. t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. § From Bradford Share List. 
| LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
С onsolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance, k · | Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Bleotrio (410 ҮТ Ord., 1445—16, 
National Electric Free Wiring, 11. bo. do. t. (410 ра.), 158—104. 
rom Ph minghem Share List. J From Manchester Share List. Bopk rate of discovnt 3 per сері (February 6th, 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, April 16th. 
CHEMICALS, &c. This week. Last week. | Ino, or Deo. METALS, &. (continued) This week.] Last week. Ino. or Dec, 
H ric ee ee owt. s i ee Sheet ee ee ee ton £71 £71 @e 
а 4018, M irio ee ee ee pet ow sj. sj. ee ? сорри . е e ee га: юп £71 гт ee 
» Охо  .. se es per сті. B9J- 82/- T 6 и  ‘Mleotrolytic) Bars per ton £68 268 ss 
8 y Sulphurio oe ee ee per cwt. 5 z ee в [T] и 6618 ee per ton £96 £75 ee 
в Ammon raat me per ewt. l- J- oe в 10 10 per don £68 £68 ee 
: Ammonia, uriate (crystal) .. perton | 48810 488 10 és 6 n и Н.О. Wire por Ib. 8d. Bd. De 
oe per ton 480 290 ве f Ebonite Rod .. ee өө ee per lb. 8y- 8/- ee 
a Bleaohin ing powder ee ee per юп sm Sm ee f n Bheet ee és ee peor lb. Uu 8'- vas 
а Bisulphide of Carbon .. per ton 15 £15 M п German Silver Wire . Por lb. 17 6а 
e Borax ee ee ee per ton £18 £18 ә А Gutte-percha fine ee ee per lb. у 
в Bensole (90 ) ee T .. per gal. 3/ 1/- T k Indis-rubber, Para fins per lb. / to 8/1 | 8/0} to 8/1 4d. dec. 
@ i" обу: " por gal. 6 6/6 T 1 Iron, оеш  .. eo. рет ton £18 618 
в Соррет Sulph А es per ton £20 220 T" $ 4 Pig (Cleveland warrants) .. per ton 47/2 47/2 
в itrate .. А ee рег ton £94 294 1 « 5 according to per ton From 411 | From 41) ji 
e ee White a ° ee per ton £81 ee í te Borap, ee per ton 47/6 to 50/- 47/6 to 50/- 
мар Feror Spirit 8 T э ма “л «ы T „ Wire, galvanised No. 8 .. per ton leib 49 15 oa 
« The Bolvent der 0. per pal. 5/6 6/6 3 g Lead, English N ee per ton 10 £11 15 £11 10 55 
Do b, 5 per Ib. 8а. 8d. ee g Bhee s „„ por ton 418 10 as a, 
а „ Causti atio (5/03) e» рег ton 2% EM T т Manganin Wire No. 38 T ee per lb. 8/- . W. Vs 
€ „  Bisulphate ec ee per ton 285 #85 es g Meroury per bot 48 15 £8 15 ИН 
в Shellac А „ per owt. 120 - 114j- 6s. inc. 4 Mice (15 lin original oases), small . . per lb Ba. to yd. | 84. so d Vi 
e Sulphate of "Magne sis . per ton «4 10 4% 10 " 4 “ " " 5 per lb. | 10 09/9 | 19 to 23/9 we 
a ao Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 6 £6 5 б» per ib. | 8/8 зо 9/8 | 8/8 to 7/8 Va 
: m covered .. ee per ton £5 10 £5 10 "s : Phosphor Bronre. plain casting: per lb 1: d. 3,2 [1144.10 1/2 
oe рег ton £5 £6 өе p э rolled t ars ё per lb. | L- 00 1,8 - to 1,8 
à Bcda, ine (white 70%) .. per ton £10 18 £10 16 90 p " % suipésbeset per id. From 12 12 Sn 
8 n 8 e. per ton £8 48 vi o Platinum T per ов. 44 1 £41 ee 
$ ыз орь] эй, d 2 Tien cipe Таро yi ber En From 4% | ЮН | X 
rom 
METALS, &c. t ip bares. die е | Qe = 
J 
b Aluminium is, і in ton lots per ton 4148 2148 "M s Tin, ook co c c в» er ton { 2129 419 ||] tine. 
" W in ton lots per ton £294 4994 T 9 » foil "P T ee ee per lb. a 18 dd 
gm in ton lote эе өе £191 £191 ee 1 wire, Nos. 1 to 18 ee рег lb, 177 ul sa 
p Babbite's metal ingots. 815 in 4195 | £75 ю 4195 p Whne Anti - fristion Metals — 
e Brass (rolled meta! to 19^) basin Per ib. 63d. d. A " White Ant” brand. per ton 485 *o ANE | 686 to 266 >s 
e abe (ые! es e. per lh, ма. 85а. vis ў Жыз Grey Cosson, on ep's per Ib. 134. та. vé 
e н U 1 drewn) ee per Ib. 7 е а. ee j м lea, Daa. ee per Ib. 8*4. ee 
в ast ae e.. er tb, 7d. 7d. ss Í n 8 ol 19 ibs, Russion „ ре? ld, : е 
в Covver Tubes (brased) e, per lb. 82d. oa. s Í " 10 'bs, Russian, single .. per lr. 7 ; M 
6 „ w (80110 drawn) .. per lb. 9d. d. T 180 do. Jute rove, ber апд 210 OR 81 6 И 
g Copper Pars (best selented) .. per ton £11 £71 e Sino, Bb», Vialle Montagne bpd.) per юп £22 10 £22 10 a 
ja Messrs G. Boor & Co. J India-Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. Works | |k Me:srs. Morris Ashhy, Limited. 
ү b The Piiti-h Aluminiuin Co., Ltd. п Men rs. James & She eare. [Co., Ltd. | m Messrs, W. T. Glover & Co, Ltd. 


Quotations 


t 
supplied by” Quototions 2 i Mesars. Edward Till & Co. Quotat ons n Messrs Р. Ormiston & Sons. 


supplied by E! Mt ers. Boliing & І, owe, supplied by. | 0 Mes- “TR. Joh: son. Matthey & Co., Ltd. 
G Messis, Walter H. Hindley & Co. (p The’ Phosphor Bror ge Company, Lie 


c Messts., Thos Bolton & Sons. 
ү Messrs. F. Wiggins & Sens. 
L Messrs. Frederick Smith & Co. 


— лаһ m 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
By A. C. EBORALL. 


(Paper. read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


IN the present paper the author presents some notes* bearing on 
the construction and operation of polyphase machinery of standard 


types, a discussion of the latest developments in this branch of 


electrical engineering, such as the compounding of generators and 
the question of asynchronous generators, and other special machines, 
being reserved for future treatment, At the same time, an endeavour 
has been made to make the paper interesting by giving full construc- 
tional details of certain modern plant of standard design with which 
t :e author is acquainted. 


STANDARD POLYPHASE GENERATORS.} 


The experience gained in the construction aud working of large 
polyphase generators during the last ten years has conclusively 
shown that for all heavy work the revolving field type of generator 
is by far the most suitable. Thus this type has been standardised 
by all the leading firms building large slow-speed generators, and it 
may be said to meet all the requirements of modern practice. The 
great advantage of having the high pressure armature windings in 
the stationary part, where they can be easily and effectively insu- 


lated, and which avoids the necessity of collecting high pressure - 


eurrent from slip rings, is the principal reason for this preference, 
but another great advantage of the type is that the fly-wheel effect 
1.есевзату for the engine is more easily arranged for in the rim of 


rne revolving magnet wheel (supposing a separate fly-wheel is not. 


used) than is the case with a rotating armature consisting of a 
врі er carrying a heavy laminated core. The mechanical nature 
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loads, due principally to the enormous magnetic leakage of their 
field systems. ; 

The failure of the Lauffen type of generator led to the develop- 
ment of the inductor generator, which has also proved quite 
unsuccessful—at any rate, as far as large slow-speed generators for 
power work are concerned. For high speed machines of moderate 
size, operating on non-inductive loads, the inherent defects of inductor 
generators are not во apparent, and in the past such machines, 
operating under these conditions, have met with a certain measure 
of success. But the weight of generators of this type becomes 
altogether excessive for the case of large slow-speed machines 
having to work upon inductive loads, and even then they are far 


less satisfactory than machines of the revolving field class. This is 


on account of the very barmful effects of magnetic leakage in inductor 
generators, and also because of the special features of design peculiar 
to this type of generator, such as half the armature copper remaining 
inactive, and the large flux densities used in the air-gap and armature 
соге, 

Ав the inherent defects of inductor ‘generators become less 
apparent at high speeds, such machines can be made a commercial 
success under favourable conditions with regard to this. Thus, 
for use with steam turbines, inductor generators could be success- 
In this case, owing to the exceptionally high 
speed of rotation, the number of poles will be small (for standard 
frequencies), snd hence the pitch of the poles can be made large, 
resulting in small magnetic leakage; for the same reason the 
number of armature turns will be small, and the pressure drop on 
inductive loads can be kept within proper limits. Again, from 
the mechanical point of view, inductor generators offer several 
advantages in connection with steam turbine work; there are 10 
sliding contacts whatever, and the- peripheral speed of the inductor 
(which can be perfectly balanced) can be made as high as that of 


the turbine wheel, if desired. In the author's opinion, it is only 


in conjunction with steam turbines that the inductor generator 
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Fic. 1.—GENERAL ARRANGEMENT OF THREE-PHASE FLY-WHEEL GENERATOR WITH EXTERNAL REVOLVING FIELD reru, 
300—350-xw.; 190 volts; 924 revs. per minute; 40 cycles; 52 poles. (Brown, Boverie & Co., Ltd., Baden.) 


of this magnet wheel permits of high peripheral speeds bei: g 


employed, thus reducing the weight required for a given fly-wheel 
effect. 

Modern practice requires that all the field polesshould be wound. 
Alternately wound poles present several disadvantages from the 
point of view of magnetic leakage and distribution of the pole flux, 
while the use of a single central exciting coil (either stationary or 
rotating) is quite out of the question. This construction was 
tried in the early days, notably at Lauffen, but was soon abandoned 
on account of the excessive drop of the machines on inductive 


* The author has avoided detailed reference to those points con- 
nected with the subject which have been comparatively recently 
discussed by him elsewhere. See Howard Lectures, 1901 (Society of 
Arts Reprint) and Journal Inst. Elec. Eng., Part 150, Volume xxx., 
1901. | 

t Mr. Alexander Rothert has recently collected together the data 
relative to the construction and performance of the large poly phase 
generators exhibited at the Paris Exhibition, 1900, which are of 
considerable interest. 'The data in question are accompanied by 
criticisms on the individual machines, and by some valuable notes and 
conclusions. See JZ/'Zclairage Electrique for November 30th and 
December 7th, 1901. 


can be used with good results—perhaps better than those obtain- 
able with other types of generator—and it is somewhat surprising 
that this type of generator has not yet been tried by steam turbine 
builders. Naturally, great care must be taken with the design; 
magnetic leakage must be reduced to a minimum, not only inside 
the generator itself, but also outside, to the turbine parts, &». The 
shafts must be exceptionally stiff, and the bearings specially long, 
in order to prevent the possibility of trouble from vibration owing 
to unequal air gaps traversed by the large magnetic fluxes which 
are a necessity for the type. 

With these preliminary remarks, some pointe connected with the 
construction of polyphase generators of the rotating field type will 
now be considered, large slow-speed fly-wheel type machines being 
more particularly in mind. 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIELD SYSTEM. 


Both in this country and on the Continent the field systems of 
modern types of alternating current generators are, as a rule, so 
arranged, that they also provide the fly-wheel effect necessary for 
the driving engine. In the States, however, the standard practice“ 
is to provide a separate fly-wheel alongside the magnet wheel, which 


* Compare the American installations in this country—for 
instance, Glasgow, Central London Railway, Middlesbrough, &c, 
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may or may not be bolted to the latter. The principal advantages 
of the fly-wheel generator are that the design is very compact (a 
point of some importance when the machine is placed between the 
cranks of a two-crank engine), the shaft and bearings can be made 
lighter, the ventilation is more than sufficient, while, from the 
æsthetic point of view, nothing better could be desired. At tbe 
same time this type of machine has its disadvantages, especially for 
very large 25-cycle generators. | 

With all very large generators (2,000 kw. and upwards) the ques- 
tion of the dimensions of the shaft becomes of great, importance, 
as is easily seen when it is considered that the diameter of the 
generator shaft of a 5,000-н р. three-crank engine in the hub will 
be of the order of 32 in. for a 90-ton wheel. 
down the size of these shafts to manageable dimensions, it becomes 
песеввагу to reduce, as much as possible, the weight to be carried— 
that is, to operate the magnet wheels at very high veripheral speeds, 
ray, 6,000 to 7,000 ft. per minute, and to reduce the length between 
bearings to a minimum, because tor a given diameter of shaft and 
given weight of magnet wheel, the deflection of the shaft is 
approximately proportional to the cube of the distance between the 
centres of the bearings carrying it. Thus, at speeds of the order 
of 75—85 revolutions per minute, the fly-wheel generators become 
amall in width, and very large in diameter—invariably larger than 
is necessary in order to obtain the best electrical results. For the 
lengths of the iron and copper paths become too great, and the 
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these limits of frequency each case must be decided upon its own 
merits, but it may be remarked that when the prime mover is a 
gas engine, the use of a separate fly-wheel becomes a necessity, as 
it is difficult to imagine a single case in which the whole of the 
necessary fly-wheel effect could be profitably put into the magnet 
wheel. 

When a separate fly-wheel is employed, it is generally preferable 
to bolt its hub to that of the generator; a connection between the 
arms is not advisable. But as the short circuit current of a modern 
polypbase generator will not be greater than about three times the 
full load current, and as this short-circuit current will have quite a 
low power factor, such a point as this has not the importance it has 
iu direct-current work, where the effects of a short circuit are far 
more serious. 

With regard to the construction of the magnet wheels of fly- 
wheel generators of large size, which, as already seen, operate at 
very high peripheral speeds, it is clear that these must be of steel 
throughout. Experience shows that the working peripheral speed 
of a double-armed cast-iron wheel is limited to about 5,000 ft. 
per minute, while that of a similar cast-steel wheel will be about 
7,000 ft. per minute; if, however, the magnet wheel is of the 
built-up type, the poles and yokes being of steel (either solid or 
laminated), dovetailed into a cast-steel rim carried and supported 
by rolled steel plates instead of arms, this value may bs exceeded. 
With such a construction— which is, however, a most expensive 


Fic. 2.—SKETCH OF a THREF-PHASE FLY-wHERL GENERATOR, SHOWING Dampers. 4,000 Kw.; 6,520 VOLTS AT THE TERMINALS; 
z 75 Revs. PER MINUTE; 50 CycLEs; 80 РогЕЗ. 


weights of these materials consequently increase, if a given effici- 
ency is required ; this is most noticeable in 25-cycle generators, 
where the magnet wheel carries comparatively few field poles. But 
of greater importance are other considerations that are a direct 
consequence of the generator being designed from the fiy-wheel, 
rather than from the electrical point of view; on the one hand, it 
ів not such an easy mattcr to design the stationary armature with 
the necessary stiffness, and this stiffness сап in any case only be 
attained at a certain cost, as the weight of idle material in the 
armature may become considerable, or special stiffening arrange- 
ments may be required. On the other hand, the cost of the machine 
increnses considerably with the diameter, on account of the increased 
expenses in tooling and erecting it, and in transporting it, to say 
nothing of the fact that such machines cannot belong to a standard 
вегіев, on account of the varying requirements with regard to fly- 
wheel effect, and hence new drawings and patterns are required for 
nearly every case. 

The question of the design of the armature casing, in order to 
get the necessary rigidity, will be referred to in the next section of 
this paper, but from what has been said it will be seen that it by 
no means follows that the fly-wheel type of generator (which must 
often be a compromise between conflicting electrical and mechanical 
considerations) is the best possible type for all classes of work, 
requiring widely different frequencies. As a rule, for large 25-cycle 
generators, the best arrangement from all points of view is that in 
which a separate fly-wheel is employed, so that the generator can 
be designed for the best results, quite apart from the requirements 
of the prime mover. On the other hand, for 50-cycle generators, 
owing to the much larger space required for the poles, and also 
owing to considerations of magnetic leakage, the natural diameter 
of the magnet wheel wil approximate to that of the fly-wheel 
песев‹агу, во that the two fuuctions can be combined, and a fly- 
wkcel generator can be employed with very good results. Between 


one—a peripheral speed of 8,000 ft. per minute can be safely 
employed. 

' The above remarks are applicable to the standard arrangement 
of polyphase generators, in which the etationary armature is external 
to the magnet wheel; under these circumstances the latter is 
subjected both to mechanical and magnetic stresses, the former 
being by far the more important. The drawing (fig. 1) shows, 
however, a design in which the magnetic pull works against the 
centrifugal forces; it is & characteristic construction due to Mr. 
Cbarles Brown, which has been used by him with considerable suc- 
cess in several installations, notably at Cairo. In addition to 
diminishing the mechanical stresses on the magnet wheel, this con- 
struction possesses other advantages; for a given fly-wheel effect 
the weight of metal in the rim of the magnet wheel is reduced to & 
minimum, as this weight is concentrated on the greatest diameter 
of the generator, thus reduciug the diameter of the generator as a 
whole, so that the quality of the electrical design need not be sacri- 
ficed to the mechanical requirements. The stationary internal 
armature can be designed simply from the point of view of what is 
best from the electrical and magnetic points of view, and, conse- 
quently, the objection to the fly-wheel type of generator already 
noticed above nearly or entirely disappears The principal data of 
the generator shown in fig. 1 can be obtained from the drawing and 
from the schedule below :— 


SCHEDULE I. 
Output (cos $ — 1) external revolving field 


three-phase fly-wheel generator of 350 kw. 350 Kw. 
Terminal pressure = OF 5s i 190 volta. 
Current per phase Bis 1,060 amperes. 
Revolutions per minute 7 is .. 925 
Frequency : 40 cycles. 


Number of magnet poles S 2 ud 52 
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Peripheral speed of magnet wheel in feet per 


minute at the polar bore ` ... ss . 3, 440 
Ditto ditto at the external periphery 4.550 
Diameter of polar bore... РР ET ... 142 12 in. 

" armature ... sa ... 14173 „ 
Air-gap length (iron to iron) ... 0197 ,, 
Gross width of armature core... bs .. 10 8 „ 
Net ditto (10 per cent. paper) 90 „ 
Depth of armature core - А ie 67 
Total number of armature holea ioe .. 156 
Diameter of tbese (circular) holes . 18 in. 
Namber of bars per hole Ea € Ms 1 
Nature of armature connection 855 . . Star. 
Diameter of the pole cores 5:15 in. 


Dimensions of the (solid) pole shoes... (11 х 615) „ 

Number of turns per pole crre 3s ae 80 

Nature of field winding ... Copper strip on edge ia 
two parallel circuits. 


Resistance (cold) of field winding 0:95 ohm. 
Field current at no load xs Us xs 65 amperes. 
ii full load (cos ф = 1) eat 74 a 
" ditto (cos ф = 0:85) ... 100 1 


„ on short circuit with 1,200 amperes 35 i 


The disadvantages of this type of generator are not serious; they 
are, first, it is not altogether an ea-y matter to get at the arma- 
ture coils for cieaning aud repairs; aud, secondly, such a machine 
demands a good deal of experience of a special kind on the part of 
those designing and constructing it. With regard to the first point, 
the arrangement devised by Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co. consists in 
во arranging the armature that, after removing a few bolts, it can 
be barred round the central hub on which it is carried, which hub 
forms part of tbe heavy sole-plate carrying the outer beariug and 
(perhaps) the exciter. Io addition, half the armature сап b» moved 
parallel to the sbaft towards the outer bearing, along a suitable 
slide. Thus if it is required to get at the lower half of the arma- 
ture, the bolts securing the armature spider to the central hub are 
removed, and then the whole armature ia barred round until the 
lower balf is on top, the division line being horizontal. The bolts 
uniting the two balves are then removed, and the upper half drawn 
along the slide towards the outer bearing by means of a screw gear 
provided for the purpose, until it is quite clear of the magnet 
wheel. Ifthe generator is between the engine cranks (as in fig. 1), 
the bearing nearest the armature takes the place of the outer bear- 
ing in this description. 

Returning now to usual constructions, consisting of & double- 
armed steel wheel carrying a crown of poles on its rim, the question 
of the field poles themselves may next be touched upon. Opinions 
differ as to whether these should be laminated throughout, or 
solid throughout, or consist of solid cores and laminated shoes. 
Naturally this question is very intimately connected with the desigu 
of the armature, because this determines the pole heating caused by 
variation in, and unequal distribution of, tbe flux entering the 
armature core from the pole-shoes, and vice versd. If the windings 
of the armature are placed in holes, there being three or more holes 
per pole per phase, and if the air-gap is not too smal), there is no 
doubt but that solid cast-steel poles can be used with the very best 
results, and such poles (solid cores and solid shoes) can also be used 
under similar circumstances when the holes are just opened by 
means of a very narrow slit. A solid pole throughout presents the 
advantage for large slow-speed generators that the parallel running 
of these is undoubtedly assisted. The solid pole-shoes act to a 
certain extent as dampers, that is to say, when the magnet whcels 
of the generators running in parallel have a tendency to swing 
relatively to one another, which swinging will be accompanied by a 
synchronising current of greater or less amount, and which may 


develop into hunting, the swinging will be retarded and limited in 


amount. The momentary alterations in the angular velocity, due 
to irregularities in the turning moment of the engines (however 
brought about) cause the distribution of the air-gap flux to vary, 
with the result that currents are induced in the solid pole-shoes. 
The effect of these currents tends on the one hand to keep the 
angular velocity constaut, and on the other hand, causes the velocity 
changes to take place more gradually and to be of the same 
character simultancously in the various generators in parallel, in this 
way limiting the swing. 

But this effect, useful though it may be, should not be allowed to 
stand in the way of the best electrical design for the generator in 
question, for the same result can be attained in other ways. As 
will be seen later, the armature coils of large generators will be 
former-wound in open or nearly open slots, and this construction 
most certainly calls for laminated pole-shoes. Ihe point, therefore, 
arises, will it be better to laminate the poles throughout, or shall 
the pole cores be solid and the shoes alone laminated? Such a 
point as this must of necessity be largely determined from manu- 
facturing considerations. If the pole-shoes alone are to be 
laminated, such considerations prescribe that they sball be cast into 
the pole cores. On the other hand, if the manufacturer in question 
does not possess bis own steel foundry, he will hesitate to get such 
complete poles made outside, and will, as a rule, laminate the poles 
throughout. 

There is not a very great deal to choose between the two con- 
structions from the purely technical point of view. The steel pole- 
core will have a slightly higher permeability than the sheet-iron 
core, and will make a better job from the points of view of attaching 
it to the rim of the magnet. wheel, and of supporting the field coils, 
as these will not overhang the sides of the wheel, and can be secured 
by means of the pole-shoes, which will be made wider than the cores. 
It possesses the further advantage—which in certain cases ig а con- 
siderable one that it can be round or oval, thus saving eopper aud 


diminishing the magnetic leakage between adjacent poles. The 
sheet-iron core is of necessity rectangular iv section, and hence not 
so good in these respects. Again, the windings for rectangular 
pole-cores are not so easily carried out as those for round or oval 
cores, while, as the width of the core is equal to the width of the 
shoe, the windings have to be secured by means of special metal 
cheeks, as already indicated. On the other hand, such complete 
poles are, in general, shorter, because the depth of the pole-shoe 
will be less, the casting-in of the latter requiring a certain amount 
of extra length; consequently tbe magnetic leakaye between the 
pole-shoes themselves will be greater when these are cast in. 


( To be continued.) 


TESTS ON THE NERNST LAMP. 
Ву К. P. HursE, Bowen Scholar, Birmingham University. 


(Paper read at Birmingham, March 19th, 1902. Communicated 
by Dr. D. К. Morris.) 


Ir has been known for a long time that certain materiala which 
insulate at ordinary temperatures will conduct fairly well when 
a'rongly heated, and this principle has been employed in connection 
with the electric furnace, but it was not until lately made use of 
successfully for the purposes of illumination. About four years ago 
Dr Nernst applied this priuciple in the construction of his lamps 
and used material for their manufacture very similar to that used in 
Wel-bach mantles. Owing to the fact that the melting point is very 
hich, a much higher temperature can be maintained than with a 
carbon filament, and a higher efficiency lamp is the result; aud, the 
material being also non-oxidisable, no vacuum is necessary. The 
materials used for the illuminating rod require to be heated up in 
order to start the current tlowing; but when once heated the rod 
conducts and need no lonver be heated by external means. 

A great deal of experimenting aud improvement has been neces- 
sary to bring the Nernst lamp to its present state of perfection, but 
the “1902 Model" now being put on the market appears to bea 
fairly satisfactory article; and it is this lamp which forms the 
subject of the tests described in this paper. 

These tests comprise the measurement on a direct-current circuit 
of life, candle-power and watts under the following conditions :— 

Continuous run at normal pressure. Е 

Continuous гип at a pressure above normal. 

Continuous run at a pressure below normal. 

Continuous run with constant current. 

Continuous run with constant watts expended in rod. 

Tests with varying volts (increasing till burner is destroyed). 

Resistance tests on the iron regulating resistance. 

Heating effect of coil. 

In each case 100-watt 110-volt “ burners " were employed. 

The candle-power of the lamps was ascertained by comparison with 
standard Ediswan glow lamps standardised by the makers, using an 
ordinary grease-spot photometer. This photometer was not inverted, 
but the sub-standard which was employed for taking the actual 
measurements was itself standardised by comparison with the actual 
standard lamp placed on the same side of the photometer as the 
Nernst lamp had been. 

All parts of the photometer bench and apparatus directly exposed 
to the light that could possibly have affected results by reflection, 
were painted & dead black, the resulting surface being almost abso- 
lutely non-reflecting. To enable more than one lamp to be tested 
at the same time, and also to avoid shaking the lamps when moving 
them, four wooden vanes were fixed to a hollow central stem which 
was pivotted vertically so that four lamps could be hung in the four 
compartments and any one lamp tested by simply turning this frame 
round till that lamp was in front. All light from the other lamps 
was excluded by screens placed round this compartment and at the 
sides. To allow for ventilation and cooling of lamp by air currents 
the globes were hung a short distance from the side, the top and 
bottom of the frame being left open. All the lamps tested were 
protected by globes, and the results obtained from a ground-glass 
elobe reduced to the clear-globe standard for comparison. The 
candle-power was taken in the horizontal -plane with the filament 
always vertical.* 

The current. supplied to each lamp was measured by a millivolt- 
meter and strips of known resistance, and the pressure was measured 
by a Weston moving-coil voltmeter previously calibrated in terms of 
a standard Clark cell. The drop across the iron resistance and 
across the cut-out coil was obtained from another small moving-coil 
instrument. The necessary corrections were made to the readings 
given by these instruments to obtain the true values. The pressure 
on each limp was adjusted by small carbon cloth rheostats or by 
stretched wires with sliding contacts, and was always brought up, 
when necessary, to the required value before a reading was taken. 

As a battery of accumulators was used to supply the current, a 
very much more steady pressure was maintained than would have 
been possible with the mains, the excess volts when charging the 
battery being cut down by a regulating resistance. The averave 
variation in pressure for any long time was certainly not more than 
j-volt, and generally less; and it will be seen later that, since 
under perfectly steady conditions the lamp itself varies 2 to 3 per 
cent., sometimes more, a steadier run was hardly required. 

* For information on the distribution of light in Nernst lamps, 
and on the ratio of horizontal to mean spherical c.P., tee Prot. 
Wedding, Elktrotechnische Zeitschrift, August Ist, 190). Other 
information is given in a paper by A. J. Wurtz, Jour. Am. Inst. EK E 
1901. | | 5 
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The life was in all cases, unless otherwise stated, perfectly 
continuous, only one break occurring in the circuit during the 
seven weeks, and that for but a few seconds. | 


Lire TESTS. 


In every life test made there was a very considerable falling off 
in candle-power in the first half-hour amounting to 25 per cent. in 
. the over-run lamp,* but only about 10 per cent. when on normal 
volts. After this we get a much slower drop until 20 hours is 
reached, then, as a rule, there was a slight recovery followed by & 
period in which the variations depended on the conditions under 
which the lamp was run. 
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Curva 1.—LirE Tests AT NORMAL VOLTAGE. 
Average of three tests on 100-watt, 110-volt lamps. 


B1. Tests at Normal Voltage.—Three lamps, each marked 100-watt, 
110-volts, were tested on 109:5 volts and а mean curve plotted from 
the three sets of curves obtained. These three were substantially 
the same, the big decrease (curve I4) and slight recovery beiug 
shown in each; and after this, a steady diminution of candle-power 


Curve 1A.—LIrR TEST on ONE Lamp. 
(First two hours after lighting.) 


until 400 hours, the efficiency during this part also diminishing (see 
curve I.). After 400 hours there was another sudden drop, and then 
the state of the rod seemed to change, for there was a slight rise in 
efficiency and candle-power up to the point where the burner broke 
down. 


TABLE I.—LirE Tests ох NORMAL Votrts (109'5). 
Mean values from curves representing three separate tests. 


Watts absorbed. | 


а | Watts per с.р. eee 
п | è 
after Current. or ue ee ance of 
isis | Os on rod | Total. Rod only. ne 
Amps. Ре only. | | Оһшв. 
i | 

о | 917 1005 | 884 | 668, 1511 133 1056 
1 913 | 100 891 , 62:9 | 1:39 | 142 1068 
3 906 | 992 | 901 | 576 | 172 | 1:55 | 1089 
10 | 903 | 988 | 912 | 554 | 179 | 163 , 1107 
50 | 904 | 991 . 927 | 529 ; 187 | 174 . 1122 
100 | 892 | 977 ` 940 | 49:4 | 198 | 186 . 115°%9 
150 | -858 | 940 | 951 | 457 | 206 | 106 , 1212 
200 836 | 916 | 957 | 439 | 209 | 200 1259 
250 803 | 880 | 961 | 400 | 220 | 211 1310 
300 766 839 | 967 35:4 237 ' 229 ^ 1382 
350 | 724 ^ 793 ' 973 S01 | 264 | 257 1470 
400 692 | 758 977 | 285 | 266 , 960 1545 
450 637 698 | 982 | 194 | 361 | 354 1688 
0 204 1642 


, 351 
DA 
Tbe respective lives of the three lamps were 509, 490, and 425 


hours, the average being 473 hours. The cause of destruction in each 
case was the breakage of the platinum contact at the positive end of 
JJ ыш л E MEME MEM EIU Ente M MEL 


* This initial reduction is characteristic of the Welsbach burner 
aleo and, as pointed out by Fleming in the discuseion of Swin- 
burne's paper in February, 1899 (see Electrician February 10th, 
24th, 1899), is a property of all oxides used as illuminants. 


the rod. This may have been?due to the deterioration of contact 
and consequent local heating. 

Length of Efficient Life (“ smashing point.”)—It will be seen that 
towards the end of the life the efficiency is seriously decreased, the 
lamp being ultimately no more efficieat than an ordivary glow-lamp. 

In 1885 Ayrton* showed graphically how to find the moet econo- 
mical voltage at which to run a lamp; and later} he described how, 
at a given voltage, with lamps whose economy decreases with age, 
there is a point at which it will pay best to discard the lamp. This 
point is known as the “smashing” point. In 1898 Carter} gave a 
construction by which this point could be deduced. A more direct 
way based on this method is the following :— 

Express by a curve the relation for the lamp (at the pressure 
under consideration) which exists between the cost of energy ex- 
pended and candle-power-hours obtained, the latter being plotted 
vertically. From the common zero, set, backwards horizontally the 
cost of the refill forthe lamp.§ A tangent from the point so obtained 
to the curve gives the point at which the C.P.-hours will bear the 
greatest ratio to the total expenditure ; and it is at this point that 
it will best pay to get a new burner. 
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CURVE 2.—CONSTRUCTION FOR FINDING DURATION OF MOST 
EconomicaL LIE. 
Assumptions as to cost of renewals :—Nernst lamp, 7 units 1 
new burner; Glow lamp, 3 units — 1 new lamp. 


Such a curve (No. IL) has been obtained from Table I., and from 
it the following figures have been taken :— 


Length of run (hours). 100 200 300 400 500 
Units consumed ... .. 988 1931 232812 3609 43:98 
c.P.-hours obtained .. 5,280 9,890 13,880 16,970 19,170 


Assuming the cost per unit to be 6d., and that of the burner, fitting, 
and depreciation of lamp and resistance as 3s., it is found by this 
method that it will pay to get a new burner at 350 hours; total cost 
being up to that point 198, ; candle-power-hours = 15,500 or `01474. 

r C.P.-hour. 

Under the very best conditions, with power at 6d. per unit, a glow 
lamp will cost over ‘02d. per c. P.-hour. 

The relatively short life of the Nernst lamp (about 450 hours) is 
probably not disadvantageous, since it prevents the use of the lamp 
under uneconomical conditions after the proper smashing point 
has been reached. The natural life of the burner is very near that 
at which it will best pay to replace it as calculated above. This ів 
very far from being tbe case with most glow lamps. 


CURVE 3.—LirE Test (OVER-RUN) АТ 116 5 vorrs. 


9. Over-run Test.—This shows that over-running is not only detri- 
mental to the life of the lamp, but also that there is not the gain in 
efficiency which occurs with an ordinary glow lamp. 

That Nernst lamps cannot be over-run is obvious from the fact 


— — — — — — — 


© See Electrician, March 7th, 1885. 

+ Electrician, September 29th, 1893. 

+ ELECTRICAL Review, August 19th, 1898. 

$ To this should be added any increase in rate of depreciation of 
the iron resistance due to using a new burner; and subtracted any 
allowance which may be obtainable for the platinum heating coil in 
the discarded one. 
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that the iron resistance protects the burner from excessive pressure, 
and also owing to the failure of joints on the rod itself if kept at too 
high a temperature; quite a number of smal! particles of the paste 
used to cement the joint at the positive end being found at the 
bottom of the globe at the end of the test. 


TaBLE II. (See Curves III.) 
Turm Тезт ох Constant PRESSURE (OvER-RUN, 116:5 Vorts). 


| Watts per candle-power. 


i 
Hours after | Total watts Candle an" 
start. supplied. power. | 
| Tot. Rod only 
| i 
O 12125 945 132 , 110 
i 123 71:5 172 | 1:42 
2 117 620 | i149 | 153 
5 110 52:3 2:10 | 1:82 
15 | 108:5 | 523 | 2°08 1:81 
50 | 1085 539 202 : 179 
100 110°9 52.6 \ 2:11 | 1`88 
150 | 110:2 610 184 1:65 
200  ' . 1087 588 185 1770 


The percentage of energy absorbed in the iron resistance is greater 
than it is with lamps tested on normal volts, but tLe watts expended 
on the rod per candle are a very little less. The behaviour of the 
rod was somewhat uncertain, and it appeared that the Jamp was on 
the point of going a short time before it actually broke down. The 
life was very short—only 220 hours—and failure was again due to 
breakage of joint at positive end. 

The rod had the same appearance at the end of its life as one run 
for much longer on normal volts, but there was a heavier black 
deposit on the porcelain base. 


(To be continued.) 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, $c., 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer, 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy «f 
the views which he may express.) 


t POWER CONTRACTOR ” writes :—“ Can you inform us whether a 
corporation supplying electricity can refuse to give current within 
their area? We have a small job on hand, but cannot proceed, as the 
resident engineer refuses to supply our client without a guarantee 
of £2 per annum. There is no mention of a guarantee in their 
rules and regulations. We would be greatly obliged if you would 
inform us whether we can enforce a supply to our client." 

„„ We presume that the corporation in question are acting—as 
all corporations supplying electric light mast act—under some pro- 
visional order or special Act. The following opinion is, therefore, 
given on the supposition that the usual form of provisional order 

the question of supply by the corporation mentioned by our 
correspondent. That form contains a provision to the effect that 
any consumer within the given area is entitled to a supply subject 
to this, that, "if required by the undertakers, he must enter into 
a written contract with them to continue to receive and pay fora 
supply of energy for a period of at least two years of such an 
amount that the payment to be made for the supply st the rate of 
charge for the time being charged by the undertakers for a supply 
of energy to ordinary consumers within the area of supply, shall 
not be less than £20 per centum per annum on the outlay incurred 
by the undertakers in providing any electric lines required under 
this section to be provided by them for the purpose of the supply, 
and, if required by the undertakers, give to them security for the pay- 
ment to them of all moneys which may become due to them by the owner 
or occupier in respect of any electric lines to be furnished by the under- 
takers and in respect of energy to be supplied by them.” We are not 
informed as to whether the corporation have been put to any 
expense in laying down mains, &c., for tbe purpose of giving tbe 
supply in question. It is, therefore, doubtful whether our corre- 
ndent's case is affected by the first part of the above clause. 
ith regard to the words in italics, however, it seems that these 
will entitle the corporation to demand the £2 in question. 

We cannot give a more definite opinion withont further informa- 

tion. 


“ SUBURBAR ” writes :—“ I wired a factory for 350 lights. The 
current was supplied by the Council on the three-wire system, at a 
pressure of 230 volts, for lighting from the middle wire to either 
of the outers, and 460 volts for power on the two outers alone. 
The wiring has been done practically under the supervision of the 
Council's engineer, and the installation tested and the light put on, 
the tests being satisfactory. 

“ I signed an agreement when I started the job, to do it to the 

' satisfaction of the Vestry's engineer, but now the consulting engi- 
neer steps in and orders the consumer to have the system altered 
by putting two lamps in series, and work them across the outers, 
460 volte. 


t 


“1. Do the Board of Trade allow this? and 

“2. How can I apply to them for their regulations? 

“ The consumer says I must do the alteration according to my 
agreement, Also the consumers have an agreement with the Council 
to take a certain amount of current per annum, and the Council to 
supply same, providing the interior wiring is done according to 
their rules, &c. I have worked under the engineer, and according 
to the rules. 

“3. Can the consumer take legal proceedings shoald the Council 
си the current off, as they threaten to do, unless the alterations are 

one ? 

“4. Can you iaform me whether a continuous current can be 
transformed from 460 volts to 230 volts with advantage ? " 

„ With regard to the above questions, (1), (2) and (4) can 
hardly be described as legal queries. We would suggest, however, 
that, upon application to Мевагв. Eyre & Spottiswoode, our eorre- 
ри will probably obtain the regulations to which he wishes to 
refer. 

With regard to the third question, it seems that the consumer 
must be held bound by the contract into which he has entered with 
our correspondent. That contract seems to be that “he will do a 
certain job to the satisfaction of the Vestry's engineer," and upon 
the facts before us, it appears that this term has been complied with. 
Unless there is some clause in the agreement providing that our 
correspondent is to be held responsible for subsequent alterations 
rendered necessary by changes in the Council's rules, we do not see 
how he can be held liable. А 


MR. FULTON ON PATENT LAW. 


AN account of an interview with Mr. Fulton, author of the standard 
work on “ Тһе Law and Practice relating to Patents, Trade Marks 
and Designs,” on the Patent Law Amendment Bill, is published in 
the Financial Times of April 7th. As Mr. Fulton’s arguments 
represent very completely the usual point of view of the opponents 
of the official examination of inventions for novelty, a discussion 
of these arguments cannot fail, we think, to be of value in forming 
an estimate of the changes proposed in Mr. Balfour's Bill. 

Mr. Fulton is now an out-and-out opponent of any practicable 
kind of preliminary examination of patents for novelty, though 
when he was young and inexperienced in 1877 he was a vigorous 
advocate of this policy. There is, however, an ideal ‘kind of 
examination which Mr. Fulton believes in, namely, an examination 
which would give a guarantee of validity; but, as that is admittedly 
impracticable, Mr. Falton’s opposition is never likely to be relaxed. 

he principal objection of Mr. Fulton to examination for novelty 
is, that "under the most favourable conditions there is not, and 
there cannot be, any guarantee of novelty." In support of this 
view, he alleges that statistics show that in all countries where 
examination exists, quite as large a proportion of patents turn 
out afterwards to be bad as in this country. The statistics given 
by Mr. Benjamin Thwaite before the Society of Engineers, show 
that in America only 26 per cent. of tested cases prove to be invalid, 
while in this country the percentage is 42. This does not support 
Mr. Fulton's view, and he quotes statistics from the Transactions of 
the Institute of Patent Agents which apparently do. Evidently 
there is no agreement as to what statistics show on this point. 

Assuming for the sake of argument that the statistics quoted by 
Mr. Fulton are correct, and that it is a fact that, in countries where 
there is a preliminary examination, the same percentage of patents 
are afterwards upset in the Courts as in this country, does that show 
that preliminary examination is of no value? In our opinion it 
does not, because the patents that come before the Courts in this 
country are not a fair sample of the unexamined patents which are 
granted. Patents which come before the Courts are, as a rule, 
patents that have been subjected, at the cost of the parties in- 
terested, to as strict an examination as any official examination is 
likely to be, and it is not therefore to be expected that there will be 
much difference in the percentage of patents upset by the Courts in 
Germany and the United States, where preliminary examination is 
in force, and in this country where there i3 no such examination. 

What, then, it may be asked, is the use of preliminary examina- 


tion of patents for novelty ? The answer is that even though the 


patentee has no greater security for the validity of his patent (a 
very doubtful assumption), the public are protected from being 
blackmailed by the bogus patentee. Sir Edward Fry's Committee 
have shown that at least 42 per cent. of the patents granted in this 
country appear to have been anticipated in whole or in part. A 
royalty paid on any one of this 42 per cent. by a manufacturer or 
by a consumer of the patented article is blackmail collected with a 
legal sanction. ‘The fallacy of Mr. Fulton’s point of view is evident. 
He considers that the Patent Law is solely for the protection of tlie 
patentee—the bogus patentee as well as the Lond fide patentee ; the 
public are to receive no protection except they are willing to incur 
the cost of expensive litigation. That this implicitly, if not 
explicitly, is his point of view is evideut from the following 
remarks made by him to the /:nancial : їтех interviewer :—“ We 
come to more serious defects still in the way in which it is intended 
to carry the policy out. The Bill provides that when the Comp- 
troller has made the investigation, in respect of a new application, 
and has found perhaps that there are certain prior pateuts that in 
bis opinion affect, if they do not altogether supersede, the allezed 
new invention, he is to point this out to the applicant and tell him 
that he must amend his own specification accordingly. And if the 
applicant refuses, believing no such similarity or anticipation exists ? 
Well, it is the Comptroller's duty to say to him: Very good; I 
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will grant you your patent, but to punish you for your obstinacy I 
will endorse upon your specification an official notification that it 
has been anticipated partly or wholly by these prior patents.“ The 
applicant may appeal to the Law Officer, but he may find himself 
scarcely any better off. What, then, is the market value of the 
man’s invention? Will he get any company or firm to take it up 
branded with such a bar sinister? Of course not; practically it 


will lose all commercial value, however excellent it may be intrin- 


sically, and however cleverly the inventor may explain the blot 
away." | 

Unless Mr. Fulton believes that all patents applied for under ow 
laissez faire system are necessarily novel, the Comptroller's endorse- 
ment must occasionally be correct. But Mr. Fulton makes no 
exception for such cases; he still bewails the loss of commercial 
value, even of the bogus patent. 

: Though we have not been able thus far to agree with Mr. Fulton, 
we strongly support two suggestions of his for the ame: dment of 
the present Patent Law, namely: the granting of power to & 
patentee to renounce his patent when he has discovered that it is 
not novel, instead of making him pay the heavy costs of revocation 
before the Courts as at present; and, secondly, the amendment uf 
opposition proceedings in the case of fraud, by giving power to the 
. Comptroller to transfer the patent from the thief to the true 
inventor. Itis to be hoped that provisions to remove these serious 
grievances may be introduced into the Bill. 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


XCVIIL—BEXLEY LIGHTING AND TRAMWAYS. 


SUMMARY. 


Extent of Contract.—Specification No. 2.—Supply, delivery, and 

erection, upon prepared foundations, of two 150- kw. steam engines, 
alternators, and direct current dynamos. 

|. Arrangement. — Each engine is of 150-Kw. output, and bas coupled 

to it a 150-K W dynamo ; outside this an alternator of same output ів 
laced. 

System of Working.—The lighting system is arranged for single- 

phase alternating current distribution at 2,000 volts, the tramways 

using direct current at 550 volts. Either set can be used to 

supply either system up to a total of 150 xw., the output of the 

engine. | 

Speed of Fit. — To be 375 revolutions per minute. 

Steam Pre:sure.—140 Ibs. per sq. in. 
|. Superheat —Superheated steam will be supplied to engines, and 
tenderers are to state what is the limit of superneat, expressed іп 
degrees Fabrenbeit, within wbich they can guarantee satisfactory 
working. 

Range of Governing.—On suddenly changing from full to half Ic ad 
momentary variation of speed not to exceed 3 per cent., or from full 
to no load, 5 per cent. Speed to be variable by hand whilst running, 
within 5 per cent. 

Speed Variation.—The maximum variation in speed during any 
revolution must not exceed one-half af 1 per cent. of the mean 
speed, and suitable means must be taken to secure this. 

Permissible Overload of Engine.—To be stated in tender. 

Steam Consumption.—The steam consumption per B H.P.-hour 
at full and half loads to be guaranteed, and bonus and penalty 
adjustments of contract price will be made upon the actual half-load 
figures secured as stated below. 

Type of Alternator.—To be either of inductor type or multipolar 
type, wound for single-phase working. 

Frequency.—50 cycles per second. 

Exciters.—' To be direct coupled, mounted on ends of sbaft. 

Voltage.—2,000+2,100 volts. М | 

Permissible Temperature Rise —With 72 amperes flowing, not. to 
exceed 60° F. above surrounding atmosphere, measured electrically. 

Efficiency of Alternators —Not to be less than 92 per cert. 

Aegulation.— When excited to 2,100 volts on full non-inductive 
load, pressure not to rise above 2,200 volts on removing the whole 
load. 


Dynamos,—To be shunt-wound, arranged to give 550 volts at full 


Permissible Temperature Rise.—As for alternators. 

Efficiency of Dijnamos.—Not to be less than 93 per cent. 

Specified Delivery Dates.—To be given in tender. 

Penalty for Late Delivery.— One-half of 1 per cent. per week of the 
value of each complete machine late. 

Period of Maintenance.—Twelve months from date of completion. 

Terms of Payment.—S80 per cent. on completion of satisfactory 
test on site, 10 per cent. three months later, 10 per cent. nine 
montbs after payment of above 10 per cent., or twelve months from 
date of test. 

Surcties.—Two to be provided, to be bound jointly and severally 
to extent of 20 per cent. of contract price. 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foremen.—None. 
- Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to Workmen.—None. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Satisfactory. 

Date for Receipt of Tendcrs.— April 23th, 1902. 


This specification bas been prepared. and issued by Messrs. 
Mordey & Dawbarn, the consulting engineers to the Bexley 
Urhan District Council. К 

Two sets of plant are asked for, tenderers being requested to give 
tbe price at which they would be willing to supply a third set, if 


ordered within three months of the acceptance of the tender for 
the main seta. It is open for tenderers to make offers for the 
engines only, or for the dynamos and alternators only, but not to 
tender for dynamos and alternators separately. | 

The combination of an alternator and dynamo with the engine 
the output of either alternator or dynamo being equal to that of 
the engine, is unusual in this country. We believe that Plymouth 
is almost the only town in which the same course has been adopted. 
The object is doubtless to permit of the engine power being utilised 
to the best advantage in supplying either the lighting or tramway 
system, but whether such a combivation has advantages in practice 
which compensate for its apparent high capital outlay is open 
to question. It will be noticed that the dynamos are specitied 
to be shunt-wound and to generate at 550 volta at full load. 

The special feature of the specification is the series of bonus and 
penalty arrangements dependent upon the results of the official 
tests. The steam consumption рег B. H. P.-our at half-load, the 
temperature rite of the alternator, the alternator losses on open 
circuit, the range of regulation of the alternator,the temperature 
rise of the dynamo and the efficiency of the dynamo, are each made 
the starting pointe from which bonuses are reckoned if certain 
specified improvements on the guaranteed figures are obtained, and 
peoalties are enforced if the guaranteed figures are not reached 
within certain limits. Messrs. Mordey & Dawbarn carry this prin- 
ciple farther than isthe usual practice of other consulting firms, but 
as the conditions are clearly stated in the specification, it is fair to 
both tenderer and purchaser, and it reuders it. possible for a 
considerably enbanced price to be obtained for a specially 
good machine. The valuations placed by the engineers on the 
varions points are interesting. They are £50 for each complete 
pound of steam per n.H.P.-hour at half load, £5 for every 1° F. 
difference in temperature rise in either alternator or dynamo, £1 
for every 100 watts difference from certain amounts in open circuit 
losses for the alternator, £2 for every 10 volts difference 
it the rise in volts on open circuit in tbe alternator, and 
£500 for every 1 рег cent. difference in efficiency in the 
dynamo from 93 per cent. at full load. The general conditions 
are fair to all parties, and may be accepted witbout demur. The 
arbitration clause is unlimited; there are no stipulations as to labour 
conditions, and the terms of payment are in accordance with usual 
practice. - S 

Tenderérsshould note that when sending in their tender, every page 
of the general conditions and specification must be initialled, and 
it is also interesting to know that additional copies of the ғресі- 
fication may be obtained, at tbe discretion of the engineers, for & 
payment of 5s. per set. { 


THE MISUSE OF COAL. 


By W. HIBBERT. 


IN a short review of a work on “Primary Batteries,” 
included in this number, attention ів drawn to a section on 
carbon-consuming celle, and all young engineers are urged 
to inform themselves of the possible thermo-dynamic 
superiority of a primary battery over a steam engine. Prof. 


Perry has just written a long letter to Nature, in which he 


pleads for a national awakening with regard to our misuse of 
coal, and boldly suggests that a million sterling be put aside 
for two or three years in order that leading scientific men 
like Lord Kelvin or Lord Rayleigh may command the ser- 
vices of all scientific workers likely to be of use in finding 
the new way of using our fuels. 

Primarily, Prof, Perry has in mind the very low thermo- 
dynamic efficiency of even a good steam engine. Perhaps 
the readiest way of exposing this is to write down what 1 lb. 
of Welsh coal will do in producing energy, first, as heat, 
secondly, as the mechanical equivalent after passing through 
boiler and engine. The ratio is roughly 12 to 1. Тһов:— 

] lb. of coal gives 15,500 thermal units = 12,000,000 
foot-pounds of work, using Joules's equivalent, 777. 

1 lb. of coal gives } H. P.-hour = 1,000,000 foot-pounds 
of work nearly. | 

These are not Prof. Perry's figures, but they are well 
known. As he says, the best and largest steam engines 
utilises less than 10 per cent. of the energy of the coal; 
small engines only 1 per cent. А central station like Man- 
chester uses engines of 12,000 H.P., a line of battleship 
twice as much; the New Cunard steamers 48,000 H.P. each. 
The power wasted in the world must therefore be enormous. 

If only an electrical coal engine could be found with an 
efficiency like that of a good voltaic cell—that is, about 
90 per cent.—the bulk of the wasted power would be saved. 
It is for the purpose of finding the lines along which this 
may be done that Prof. Perry wishes to endow Lord Kelvin 
and Lord Rayleigh. The extravagance and folly of our 
present procedure, with a finite—or, rather, a limited 
stock of coal is put thus :— 
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A Board. of. Trade unit obtained: by human agency. costs 
seventy pence; by а large engine in a cotton factory 
about one farthing. The cost of the coal alone, if: all its 
energy Were utilised is one-hundredth of a penny. To go on 
in the present fashion means that in 100 years our stock of 
coal will have gone, and our luxnrions. citizens. will be 
replaced by a poverty-stricken population. 

The appeal which Prof. Perry is making ought to be met 
with the most sympathetic consideration, And it is with 
the.objeob of helping him that the-oomparisan of: costa just 
given is deprecated in its. present form. The. costa, of a 
B. T. U., apart from engine effisipnoy, is, generally three to 
four times. the cost of- the coalinow emploged; To reduce 
the cost of the coal will, therefore, reduce the total cost ід a 
much smaller proportion, The. point ig hat. if- we do. not 
economise on our present methods, the.ratio of: coal, cost tp 
total cost will: oontinuslly inorease, and. finally crash the 
industries which depend on it. It must be remembered. that 
much of our coal is nob available. in the eeonomie.sense. As 
time goes on, the mean depth at which. coal із worked 
necessarily increases, and the increase will soon bring us to 
the point at which profit vanishes. As this vanishing: point 
will come sooner with us than with some other nations, we 
have a special national interest in every method of hushand- 
ing resources. 

Prof. Perry's main desire is to find & device which will 
avoid the low thermo-dynamic efficiency of. our present 
steam engines. According to the second great energy law, 
their efficiency cannot, exceed the ratio :— 


(Temp. of boiler) — (temp. of condenser) 
temp. of boiler ? 


and this, even with our best engines, із only about 0:8. 

Now this ratio could be increased by raising the tempera- 
ture of the boiler, but pressure considerations generally forbid 
any appreciable rise in this direction. In this judgment 
Prof. Perry concurs, for his eye is looking for an electrical 
device comparable with a primary cell, but consuming coal 
instead of zinc. As he thinks this device will be hard to 
find, it is imperative not to overlook anything that scems 
nearer to hand. It may, therefore, be worth stating that 
Lord Rayleigh wrote to Nalure on this subject in 1892. 
Discussing the question of superheating as described in 
Cotterill’s work on the steam engine, he pointed out that 
the temperatures of the boiler could be raised without raising 
the pressure, by using a solution of a very soluble salt 
(calcium chloride, sodium acetate) instead of water. Mr. 
Macfarlane Gray questioned the scientific soundness of this 
suggestion, and a controversy ensued. Without deciding 
between these two authorities, we may quote the last sentence 
in the last letter from Lord Rayleigh. 

* In conclusion, I will hazard the prediction that, if the 
heat engines of the distant future are at all analogous to 
our present steam engines, either the water (a8 the substance 
first heated) will be replaced by a fluid of less inherent 
volatility, or else the volatility of the water will be 
restrained by the addition to it of some body held in 
solution." (Nat. Vol. 45, p. 510.) 

This sentence was written subsequent to a declaration by 
Mr. Gray that the plan had been submitted to him about 
1882 by an eminent mechanical engineer, Mr. S, Geoghegan, 
who appeared to have patented it. Mr. Gray's opinion was 
against the plan, and was based on the idea that the solution 
would not be the working substance, and that the “ latent 
heat" line would be the same as when the evaporation was 
from pure water. Thus the efficiency could not be increased. 
Lord Rayleigh appeared to meet thcse objections success- 
fully. 

It might, therefore, be worth while to investigate the 
possibilities in this direction, while the more formidable 
difficulties of Prof. Perry's quest are being overcome. 

Turning now to this particular electrical scheme, all the 
efforts made up to the present have not merely failed—they 
held out no promise. Those who wish to know, will find 

. some account of the methods hitherto tried in the book on 
primary batteries alluded to at tlie beginning of this article. 
It does not appear that the desigiers have developcd their 
methods in view of the controlling electrical— or, rather, 
- electrolytic — considerations. 
Jablochkoff was one of the earliest workers in trying to 


gel electrical energy direct from carbon. He used carbon 
and iron in fused potassium nitrate, hoping to get the energy 
of. carbon oxidation in the external circuit. Unfortunately 
thare ia direct action between the fused nitre.and the carbon, 
во that the electrical result is practically nothing. 

If the work is to be. done. by a primary cell method, the 
Jawa of electrolysis must be kept constantly in mind. Only 
those chemical actions which may be described as ionic will 
be useful. 

The other carbon. plans. have generally involved such 
collateral disadvantages. that they. need. not be here further 
alluded: to. Prof Perry would: undoubtedly not limit his 
proposal to am electrolytic. method. The. real line of advance 
may lie along some obscure electric action which has hitherto 
been, neglected, just ag ће absolnte. zero.of temperature has 
been. approached: by. working. on. a most minute cooling due to 
expanaion, 

There are two other considerations which ought to be kept 
in mind; The first is the greater theoretical possibilities of 
the gas engine. When as. many minds have been brought 
to bear on this as. on the steam engine, it is not unlikely that 
the actual efficiency. will. greally. exceed: that of the steam 
engine. The thermo-dynamic efficiency is already much 
higher. 

The second point is this, and it isone which ought not to 
escape the attention of electrical engineers: a very large pro- 
portion of the coal raised in England and Scotland is used, not 
for power purposes, but in reducing ores, especially for pro- 
ducing iron. The efficiency of the methods now in use is not so 
high as to preclude the chance that an efficient electric machine 
might effect a large saving in this reduction. In considering the 
national aspects of the problem, this and all other possibilities 
must be taken into account, if the solution for the “ waste 
problem is to be of a perfectly general character. It does 
not appear whether Prof. Perry includes this in his sug- 
gestion. He does point out that Lord Kelvin had long ago 
indicated a large possible economy in heating buildings. 
But the letter to Nature is a trumpet call, and one that 
ought to provoke our leading men to both thought and 
action. Prof. Perry’s lament is that by virtue of the classic 
training to which statesmen have been restricted, the strength 
of his plea may be overlooked by Government. Practical 
men are generally too busy to start such a long quest as this 
promises to be, but they can help ou the growth of public 
opinion in respect to it. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRAOTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1908. 


for this journal by W. P. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 


Compiled e 
gents, igh Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. І 


7,681. “Improvements in continuous current dynamos, motors and con- 
verters.“ J. ATKINSON. April Ist. 

7,034. “Improvements in and relating to globes or thades of electric, gas 
and other lamps." E. Зосттек and W. Зосттен & Sons, LIMITED, April lst. 

7,642. “Improvements in, or in connection with, brushes for commutators 
for electric machinery " W Kink. April ist. 

7,651. “ Au aerial electric flasblight for signalling and other purposes, attach- 
able to kites or balloons." J. E. Оосонту. April Ist. 

7,661. “Improvements in and relating to the electrolytic refining of lead and 
oiher lead alloys.” А. G. Betts. April let. (Complete.) | 

7,665. “Ап improvement іп dynamo-electric machines and motors." SIEMENS 
Bros & Co., Limitep, and J. G. Witson. April lst. 

7,670. "Improvements in means for generating electricity." R. WICHAND. 
April lst. (Complete.) 

7, 68 1. Improved electric arc light mechanism. эрсе for rapid exposure 
photography." A. J. BONNELLA, D. H. BoNNELLA Soy, Limiten, E. E. R. 
Bryant, С. H. Bryant, and E. W. Bryant. April 1st. 


7,689. “Improvements in electric signalling." J. B. STRUBLE. April Ist. 
(Complete.) 
7,702. Improvements in or relating to electric ignition apparatus for 


internal combustion motors.“ Н. T. DAwsox aud Н. A. Dawson, April 2nd. 

7,736 “Improvements in extinguishing clectric ares.“ R. H. Reap, April 
Qnd. (Comp:ete.) 

7,778, “An improved process of oxidation by means of electric currents.“ 
А. Novon and J, Pirtrre. April 2nd. 
А 108 "Improvements in electrical ly- operated locks." O. KON ITZ En. April 
nd. 
7,788. “Іт provements ia short-circuiters for high tension electric cables or 
wires." О. KoxwiTZ2ER. April 2nd. 

7,793. “Improvements in electric cooking and heatingappa:a:us." L. Lutz. 
April 3rd. с 

7,809. An improved electric er !a.np." II. S. Scott, Н.Е. Tyzack, апа 
Т.Ј. WRIGHT. April 3. d. (Complete.) 

7.834. “Improvements in supports f г incandescent electr:c "amps." 
A. Romain and J. D'AYGUESVIVES, April Ird. 
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7,93. " Improvements in eleotrio switches.” J. A. Wricnt and W. F. 
O'NxirnL. April8rd. · | 

7,851. "Improvements relating to electrical sterilizing and preserving 
ESAME ‚Н. Laxe. (L. D. Giroux and L. E. Seddon.) April 3rd. (Com- 
piete. 

7,888. Improvements in and relating to«lectric-vacuum discharge tubes.“ 
M. KRovcHxoLL. April 8rd. (Complete.) 

7,860. “Improvements in and relating to coin- controlled machines for giving 
electric hocks.” THE NEW Рогүрнох ВСРРІҮ Company, LIMITED, and 
K. Scruipr. April 8rd, 

1 “Improvements io or ocnnected with secondary batteries.” H. KORTEN. 

pri Я 

7,898, ‘Improvements in conduits." C. D. Всрр. April h. (Complete.) 

7,921. “Improvements in electrolytic condenserz." A. Хорох. April 4th. 

7,922. “Improved means and apparatus for the distribution of electrical 

- energy.” J. RRNOus and A. C. L. TURAIN. April 4th. 

7,928. “An improvement in electrolytically coating iron with zinc." E. 
GOLDBERG. April 4th. 

7,988. ‘* Improvements in splicing electric cables.“ A.D.SHvTER. April 4th. 

7,952. "Improvements in and connected with flexible electrical connecting 
cords." H. OPPENORIMER. (Actiengesellschaft Mix & Genest.) April 5th. 

7,954. “Improvements in electric water heaters.” J. W. Ewart. April bth. 
Дн. Improvements in electrical measuring instruments." S. EVERRHED, 

pri . 

71,957. '"Improvements in electrical switches.“ THe ELECTRIC AND ORDNANCE 
ACCKEESORIES Company, LIMITED, and R. F. Haun. April 5th, 

7,958. ‘Improvements relating to overhead driven railway wires.“ J. T. 
PEANSON. April 5th. | ' 

7,989. “Improvements in and relating to distribution boards for electrical 
installations.“ VERITYS, LIMITED, and W. PipkIN. April Sth. f 

7,995. “Improvements in the production of metallic dep-sits by electrolysis.” 
P. JENSEN. (Dr. G. Langbein & Co.) April 5th. (Compiete.) i 
" SMT ATH improved galvanic dry cell.“ О. ScuavLi and D. LOEWENSTEIN. 

ril 5th. 

6,020. "Improvements in or connected with controlling and engaging 
apparatus for railway points and signals operated by electricity.“ A. NEKLEMANS, 
April 5th. (Complete.) 

b 8,021, “Improvements in electric distributing systems employing rotary con- 
verters.” THE BRITISH THomson-Houston Company, Lisitep, and II. 8. 
Meyer. April Sth. . 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps), 


1800, 


4,268. ‘‘ improvements la tools for use [n the laying of tile conduits fer electric 
conduotore." Н. M. Lake. Dated March 6th, 1900. A tool for aligeing sections of 
tile conduits; consists of a helix of wire formed to fit the conduit opening, and 
having acentral stem either in one piece with or attached tothe helix. The 
turns of the helix act as cleaners for the joints, or bru- hes may be inserted in 
the helix. Ina modified form the helix is omitted, a number of discs being 
sccurely spaced along а с. пка! stem. This stem terminates at ore end in a 
oop to assist Ше drawiog through. 4 claims. 


4,908. ''fmprevemonts in inoawdesceat electric lamps.” R. A. Fessenden. 
Dated March 6th, 1900. A lamp having an inecandescence rod of magnesia 
kaolin, or the like, conducting only after preliminary beating, is provided with 
means for applying to the rod streaks of graphite, manganese, peroxide, or 
other conductive material, when the lamp is about to be used; these convey 
auffleient current to heat the rod to conducting point, but burn off, or otherwise 
become non-conducting, when the rod beccmes incandescent. The іпсап- 
descence rod bas strips of platinum or nickel embedded in its ends, but exposed 
laterally; the strips are secured on arms, insulated from a supporting rhaft 
and connected to contacts carried by а disc cn this shaft. The shaft may be 
rotated by hand, во tbat the rod rubs agairst blocks of the conductive material, 
carr:ed by springs, streaks being thus applied connecting the strips. When the 
rod is turned down into the globe the contacts bear against stationary springs 
connected to supply conductors, The shaft and oiher parts are supported in a 
cover having в reflecting inner surface. 6 claims. 


4,958. “ mprovements im electric bell pushes." Н. C. Swindell. Dated 
March Ich, 1900. о the push, which is pressed outwards by &*pring resting 
against a diaphragm are attached two or more contacts, which pass through and 
have shoulders to engage with the diaphragm. Tue otber part of the contact 
consists of a cup having a threaded shank, by which it is secured to the insulat- 
ing disc, 5 claims. 


4,396. “improvements la transincent reflectors for incandescent electric 
lampe." D. Sheelbred. Dated March "th, 1900. Incandescent lamps are 
rovided with translucent reflectors formed to fit closely on the bulbs, and 
faving apertures lurge enough to pass the ordinary caps. The lamps prefer- 
ably have rpherical bulbs, somewhat larger than usual, in order that the dark 
deposit in working may be thinner, The retiectcrs may be made of opal glass. 
2 claims. : 
LL) 


‚369. t in couplings for electric coenections.” J. J. Rawllat s and 

W. R. Rawilags. Dated March 7th, 1900. Couplings for connecting wires in fittings 

such as lamp holders, ceiling roses, wall socke:s, switches, cut-outs, telc- 

raphic and telephonic apparatus, &c. A hrle or holes for the wire or wires is 

drilled through the tase parallel or inclined to the fixing tc:ew or nut, and the 
bared ends of the wires clamped. 5 claiins. 


4,383. ''Improvements in or connoctod with electrio eontroiling apparatus." 
J. C. Моо!в. Dated March 7tb, 19.0. Relates to controllers particularly adapted 
for compound-wound motors supplied frem two or inore groups of battery cells, 
The contacts аге so arranged on the controller cylinder that the voltage su; plied 
to the shunt winding is constant, though that of the teries winding be changed. 
bolaim?. . | 


4,381, “ Гаргатошовіз relating te systems of alternating carrent electrical dis- 
tribulon." С. I. Young. Dated March "th, 1900. Relates to means for maiu- 
taining tynchronism between two or more alternatin;-current gereratora 
supplying distributing mains in parallel. "his specification is too complicated 
for purposes of abridgment. 4 claims. 


4,467. ''improvements (m elscteiosliy-centroli«d door locks." М. S:hado. 
Dated March Вр, 1900. Relates to means for e.ectrically releasing the sp i 1g 
latch bolt of a door Jock, and so enublirg the door to be opened from any 
desired part of the house, during the time that the o di ary locking-bclt is 
retracted. 1 c'aim. i 


4.481. “Improvements la er relating to efectrical cables.” W. J. Glover. 
Dated March 8th, 1900. A cable is built up with a central core of stiand d 
wire eurreunded with paper insulation. Around this sre placed ove or more 
spiral layeis of. ftlaltened wire having cuived edges, Tha spices be. ween 
the wires may be filed w.th insulativg material or corduc:ing wires. 
4 claims. 


4,500. ' A new or Improved self-locking elbow joint for electrical fitiings." 
H. Hirst and J. Н. Collier gs. Dated March 9th, 1:00. n ovob e joint fur con- 
necting two tubes of an electrical fitting, consis!s of су indrical pieces attached 
by sockets to the tubes, ore carrying в кетем on which the other is held by a nut 
and washer, ‘Lo hold the parts at any desired angle, one part carricd & spring 


with a pin, which engages in a groove on the other part or in recesses at the 
ends of the groove; or the meeting faces of the s may have rounded teeth, 
to fit together in sny number of positions, a mushroom spring being provided on 
the screw to press the parts together; or the faces ma flat, the parts being 
retained in any position by friction only, produced bya helical spring. Flexible 


conductors are passed through the tubes and joint around a grooved part of the 
connecting screw. 8 claims. 


4 


Ы 1506, “ improvements ia eleetrie онанд system fer electric railways.” 


ri. Dated March 9th, 1900. Relates to means for signalling and estab- 
lishing telephonic communication between a signal station and a train or trains 
within adjacent block sections, to avoid accident in case of two or more trains 


occupying the same section, or for communication in other cases, as may be 
required. 7 claims. 


4,627. "improvements la multiple contact telephone tranemitiors and оен! 
relating thereto.” С. Adams-Randalf. Dated March 9th, 1900. Microphones are 
constructed with a numberof ‘granule cells or vibrating rods arranged in seps- 
rate paral'el circuits, each baving its own adjustable resistance and fuse. 
Where there are four branches with a common return through the diaphragm, 
each spring is provided with & metal plug surrounded by a felt sleeve, extending 
forward to the diaphrdgm, and containing the granules, The contacts may be 
variously grouped, and separate batteries employed jo the b-anch circuits. 


6 claims. з 
4,555. “Im ments tn and connected with eleotrie distribution.” J. Q. 
Lorrain. Dated Ma- ch 9th, 1900. Distributing; lighting, systems of; con - 


verting alternating and direct currents; transformers. Relates to systems of 
distribution in which both alternating and direct currents can be carried in 


the same conductors, and either oan be received or taken off at any point. 
10 claims. pre . . 


4,670. “ improvements їп ovorhead travelling eleotrie oranes." W. Н. Vaughan 
aad T. Foster. Dated March 10:h, 1900. Relates to automatic stopping apparatus 
for overhead electric cranes. On the axle of the crane barrel a single toothed 
pinion ів mounted to drive a wheel, fitted with a projecting pin and roller, 


ү, in the event of overwinding, strikes and operates the cut-out lever. 
claims. к 


4,807. ‘“‘improvoments ia eleotrioa! gas lighters.” Н. Arnewaldt. Dated 
March 10th, 1900. In electric torches for igniting gas, the incandesoing igniting 
wire soattached to the battery or sourcoof electricity that the distance between 
the wire and the battery may be varied. This variation is effected by inserting 
in the sockets rods of different lengths, around which rods the ficxible lead 
containing the wires is coiled, the circuit being completed by depressing a stud 
until a spring makes contact with a terminal. The igniting wire and its pro- 
jecting tube may, however, be adjustably mounted проп a supporting rod by a 
spring clip or the like, and the circuit may be oompleted by a push-button 
placed elsewhere than on the source of electricity, 4 claims. 


4,672. ‘improvements la electrical terminals." W. Walker. Dated March 
12tb, 1900. A terminal is made with a tubular part slit longitudinally, tapered 
at the end, and screw-threaded externally to receive a screw tap, by which the 
tapered portion can be compressed on a wire placed in it. Іп a mod fication, 
а slit and tapered pan is made separately from the tubular body which isscrew- 
threaded externally and is contracted to form an internal shoulder to support 
the slit part when the screw cap is applied. The body may be provided with & 
shoulder and nut to secure it in the base of a switch. Two or more terminals 
may be provided on one body, for connecting two or more wires together. The 
body of а modified terminal may contain a sliding plunger and spring, for use in 
an incandescent lampholder. 2 claims. 


4,080. ‘‘ improvements ia electrical aconmulaters." A. Muller. Dated March 
12th, 1900. A compound plate or electrode is made by pressing a number of 
grid-shaped plates contsining the active material into a metal frame, so 
that metallic contact is estab ished between the contiguous surfaces of the 

late and frame. For this purpose the area of the combined plates is somewhat 
arger than the opening in the frame, 1 claim. 


4,686. ''improvemeuts la quantity moters.” A. Wright and Reason Manulactaring 
Company. Dated March 12th, 1900. Quantity meters for alternating currents. 
An electrolytic meter of any kind such as а mercury voltmeter, is connected in 
series with an electrolytic cell containing an aluminium cathode in a solution 
of sodium-alum, or other electrolyte yielding oxygen, with a lead, carbon, plati- 
num, or other like anode to rectify the current. The cell circuit may be shunted 
by a fixed resistance, and provided with means for produoting & balancing 
electromotive force, described in Specifications No. 23,316 and 23,816, 4. b. 
1899. 8 claims. | 


4,706. ‘'improvoments in electric ewitohes.” J. Lightfoot. Dated March 18th, 
1900. Switches particularly adapted for incandescent lampholders, On the 
base are fitted or formed insulating-walls to enclose the terminals. A contact 
lever bridges two of the terminals and is fitted with a spring to give a quick 
break. А casing is provided to enclose the movement, and is slo:ted to allow 
movement ofthe handle. 8 claims. 


4,709. ''improvements la elestrio cable joint boxes.“ G. Н. Nisbett. Dated 
March 13th, 11900. Sheathed cables are led into two part junction boxes, the 
parts of which are secured together by bolts, &c. Three internal chambers aie 
formed, the centre one being for the coupling, and the end ones being filled with 
elastic material bolding the sheathed portion of the cable in position. The 
sheathing is electrically connected to the box by a soldered сој per strap. The 
Openings in the end chambers are closed by glands. 4 claims. 


‚119. ‘“‘Improvamonts in electrio motors." J. Marr and W. C.Laidler. Dated 
March 18th, 1900. Relates to electric motors for use in cases where the load 
varies (c g., in connection with winches, motor road vehicles, lifting, lowering, 
winding and hauling apparatus, cranes, and the like), the objecs being to 
provon: damage to the motor and its connections in case of the effort of the motor 

eing overcome by the load. 6 claims. 


4,784. “improved magnet wiadiug for contlanowe eurront machiaes and cou- 
verters for оца eimaltaneonsly a sparklese commutation and a pressure regia: 
tion." M. Deri. Dated March 18th, 1500. In a continucus current dyuamo 
or converter, the field magnet is provided with & special compensating 
winding carrying the main current, the said winding producing a field of 
variable strength and definite position, which, in combination with the main 
field, gives rise toa resultant field, the strength and position of which vary 
with the armature current in such а manner as to ensure а eparkless com- 
mutation and an autoinatic pressure regulation. 


4,786. “An alternating ourrent motor." M. Dori. Dated March 13th, 1900. 
Motors, alternating current: A motor of the type described in Specification 
No. 13,394, A D. 1598, is conttructed in ruch a manner that it may be operated 
entirely by alternating currents. The field magnet is provided, as before, with 
two windings producing ditferent numbers of poles, but the said windings are 
both connected іп series withthe source of alternating currents, as also a:e.the 
commutator brushes or sets of brushes. The aimature coils form a closed 
circuit producing poles corresponding in number to one set of fleld poles, ап і 
they are also connected to the commutator so as to produce poles corre- 
sponding in number to tbe other set of field poles. When starting the motor, 
one winding may be short-circuited. When it has attained its normal speed, 
the other winding and the brushes may be short circuited. 1 claim. 


4,903. “ improvements in elootrio. inoaudesceut lamps.” R. A. Foscender. 
Dated March 13th, 1900, An incandescence rod conducting after preliminary 
heating, is mado of thoria, magnesia, kaolin, or like material, with ends rendered 
gradually more conductive by admixture of magnesio chloride, magnesia 
(with thoria), graphite, or other fuitable material. Terminals, which 
may be of nickel, an alloy of nickel with iron or copper, or graphite, are 
embedded in tbe ends, but exposed laterally. Each terminal msy be 
as lit rina bent helically ог a flat strip, ог a cylindrical end block with a 
pait projecting into the bod of the r. а. The ends may be recess: d to receive 
supporting and connecting pine. Means are provided for rubbing the rod with 
graphite or other materia! to rer.der it conductive, and thus effect the pre- 
liminary heating when currentis supplied. 13 claims. 


6,032. ''improvemonts in e'ectrical cat-out dovloes.” A. Malignanl. Date d 
Mareh 16th, 1990. Cut-outs for preventing sub:enbers from receiving a current 
in excess of the amount contrac:ed for, and for П.е purposes. lclaiin, 
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It is to be regretted that in all these cases it has been 
attempted to demonstrate that electric traction on railways 
is still in its infancy, and that the work of converting our 
suburban lines to clectric traction should not be undertaken 
until we are prepared to electrically operate our main line 
trains also. The effect of this is to encourage schemes for 
high-speed long-distance traction, which, although very likely 
possible, both mechanically and electrically, are under 
existing conditions far from safe financially. 

It seems curious to follow the lead of Germany, and to 
state, as Mr. Swinburne did in his paper before the Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers the other day, that he con- 
sidered it necessary to treat electric traction on railways as an 
entirely new problem. If that was the object of his paper, it 
was certainly fully attained. All the systems which he 
suggested have either already proved dismal failures years 
ago, аз was 80 clearly brought out in the discussion, or are 
so vague, that it is impossible to ascertain what system is 
really suggested. It appears to us that the recent papers 
on this important question of the electrification of our rail-. 
ways start with the wrong idea, and that this may in grcat 
part be due to the fact that the authors of the recent papers 
may be more or less devoid of any real practical experience, 
and possibly have not closely followed the developments 
of electric railroading during the past 10 years. 

All the authors, as well as those witnesses who advo- 
cated the adoption of the Ganz system during the arbi- 
tration between the Metropolitan and District Railways, 
seem to have fixed in their minds that it is essential to equip 
suburban and metropolitan lines so as to suit the conditions 
which are to be met on trunk lines, and to make the service 
on main and suburban lines interchangeable. Yet in steam 
practice nobody has thought of using the same locomotives 
to haul both suburban and long-distance express trains. 
The result of the arbitration seems also to have been 
entirely misconstrued by many people, who at once conclude 
that because on trains with frequent stops polyphase motors 
are not advisable, the same cannot be used on main lines, 
Hence the 
numerous different and wonderful systems of electric trac- 


where totally different conditions obtain. 


tion which have recently been suggested, 

It would appear to us, after the most careful investigation 
of all that has been done both in Europe and America, that 
under the conditions that obtain at present in this country 


electric traction on our main lines is, to sÁy the least, 
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fraught with many difficulties, with very few, if any, com- 
pensating advantages. Under these circumstances, 1t seems 
to us folly to refrain from electrifying our suburban lines 
until some one, by some unforeseen method, shall have satis- 
factorily solved the problem of electric traction on main 
lines. We have already lost too much time by.constantly 
postponing improvements on the off chance of something 
better turning up, and it is a pity that the recent papers 
on electric traction should present to our railway directors yet 
another excuse for putting off improvements which are so 
urgently wanted. | | 

To those who are acquainted with actual results, it seems 
ridiculous that it should be necessary to so often reiterate 
that, for handling heavy passenger traffic with frequent 
stops, electric traction has such enormous advantages as to 
be practically essential for a good urban service. That this 
is fully recognised by those who have had the opportunity 
of judging is amply demonstrated by the fact that hard- 
headed men of businéss, both on this side of the Atlantic 
and the other, are willing to put up £5,000,000 with а 
probable £15,000,000 more for operating some of the pro- 
posed lines in and around London which Mr. Yerkes, of 
Chicago fame, is now completing arrangements for carrying 
out. 

Under these circumstances, to resuscitate the series system, 
with all the difficulties and complications which originally 
caused its supersession by the present methods, can scarcely 
be expected to be conducive of much good. 

Research is undoubtedly a very good thing, and can be 
productive of nothing but good if properly carried out, but 
in the present instance we cannot admit that the authors 
have made either researches or experiments to prove the 
correctness of the theories they advance, and the only result 
they can hope to obtain is to cause a very serious retarda- 
tion in the much-needed electrification of the suburban lines 
in all our crowded centres of population and industry. We can 
only admire the writers for the extreme hardihood which they 
display in being prepared to exclude all past and dearly- 
purchased experience, and to begin afresh and go through the 
same old mistakes over again. They admit that they have no 
grave fault to find with what has been done up to the 
present, or with what competent traction engineers are 
recommending railways to adopt, but they seem certain 
that they would have done much better had they been 
entrusted with the work instead of the responsible officials 
who are now engaged on it. We do not wish to appear 
unsympathetic towards scientific progress, but we do wish to 
urge on our railways the necessity of immediately taking 
steps to amend their so manifestly inadequate suburban 
service, and the fact that practical systems, entailing no 
experimental risk, are actually available, which will enable 
them to take in hand at once the electrification of their 
suburban lines. Electricity is the remedy which, if properly 
applied by experienced, not visionary, engineers, will abolish 
many existing evils as regards the congested and unremune- 
rative state of present suburban lines. 


THE subject of large gas engines was 
taken by Mr. Bellamy for his paper before 
the Manchester Section of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers on April 8th. He made a list of 
the faults charged to gas engines and sought to explain how 
to avoid them. Thus, to cure unsteady turning with hit- 
and-miss governing there must be a heavy fly-wheel. He 
gave an instance of an engine of 340 1. II. P. which had two 
fly-wheels, With the two wheels the friction II. P. was 
32:32, while with one only it was 30°87 H.P., showing that 
the extra wheel of 63 tons only required 1:45 н.р. to keep it 
moving. The lesson is that heavy fly-wheels should have 
good hearings well lubricated. The fault of non-balance is 
во largely one of construction, that it needs little comment; 
that of vibration is one for foundations and general massive- 
ness to deal with. We quite agree that the coal hole ia not 
the best site for a gas driven plant. To prevent noise the 
rather costly plan of using too big an engine with softer 
explosions is advocated. As regards silent exhaust, expansion 


Large Gas Engines 
for Electrio 
Driving. 


. For working with 


chambers are advocated, also the introduction of water to 
the exhaust pipe. How is it we never seem to see erase 
exhaust pipes? Is it that they have been tried and found 
wanting ? І 

As regards the difficulties of starting, we think that the 
author might have named the small engine as a suitable 
means of starting large ones, acting as do the little barring 
engines of the cotton mills. We believe the small starting 
engine has been used by Mr. Thwaite in all the large engines 
of his blast furnace gas utilisation plant. Gas engines are 


- stated to be now as reliable as any other prime mover, but 


they should be properly lubricated by a continuous pump 
system, oil being introduced to bearings at the points of 
least pressure, and no means of escape provided for it at the 
point of greatest pressure. A gravity tank is recommended. 
poor gas Mr. Bellamy asks for gas of a 
calorific capacity of 140 B.Th.U. per cub. ft.; we have known 
gas engines work well with gas of only 100 B.Th.U. capacity. 
Of course, an engine may work well with town gas, 
because the ignition is a little more certain than with 
poor gas, but given proper valves, the poor gas—perhaps 
more highly compressed—is quite certain and reliable. In 
size, also, the author asked his hearers to accept engines up 
to 200 B. H.. with as much confidence as steam engines of 
like power, and reminded them that it was but 20 years 
ago that the gas engine was a toy. On the credit side of 
the ledger we are told that at three-quarter load certain 
Stockport gas engines have run for 1:37 lbs. of fuel per 
B.H.P.-hour or 2:16 lbs. per Kw.-hour. An engine tested by 
M. Mathot, near Brussels, at 85 per cent. of full load ran 
for 1 lb. per n.H.P.-hour with a thermal efficiency of 18'5 
per cent. A second test of a Stockport gas engine by the 
same engineer with town gas showed a full load consump- 
tion of 15°65 cub. ft. per B.H.P.-honr for 50:2 ».H.P. This 
with gas at 2s. 6d. works out at 0'7d. per Kw.-hour. The 
author recommends magneto - electric ignition as more 
certain, safer, and altogether better and more economical 
than tube ignition. The author somewhat objects to the 
demand for gas engines of high speed because it is difficult 
to get rid of the surplus heat, and about 300 r.p.m. is the 
highest even for small units. It is easier to design a gas 
engine with a long than with a short stroke because of the 
exigencies of the compression chamber, but it would be а 
very desirable thing if higher rotative speeds could be given, 
both from the point of view of size and also for fly-wheel 
effects. "The gas engine i$ 80 economical that it is pretty 
sure to endure as a prime mover so long as the energy of coal 
is got from it by present day methods and not by the to-be- 
hoped-for direct methods of conversion to electric energy. 


THE recent debate in the House on the 
Post Office, in the Committee of Supply, 
was chiefly interesting with reference to the grievance of the 
telegraphists, who complained of breach of faith on the 
part of the Department. This grievance is one of old 


Posta] Telegraphs. 


Standing, and relates to what the complainants consider to 


have been a distinct understanding when they entered the 
service, viz., that they could reach a salary of £190 a year. 
It is argued that by an arbitrary classification this prospect 
has been practically barred. The whole matter is a some- 
what intricate one, and can be looked at from several aspects ; 
the Department, however, maintained that the prospect was 
only stated to be a prospect and not a certainty, and that 
practically this prospect had not been diminished by the 
changes that had taken place. It seems doubtful whether 
the aggrieved parties are well advised in their line of argu- 
ment,and whether it would not have been better to have 
fought the question on the broader lines of insufficient re- 
muneration for work done; the result of the division on the 
question (132 to 165), however, may be regarded as some- 
what close. 

In regard to underground communication, for the purpose 
of preventing, or rather minimising, telegraphic break- 
downs, it once more had to be pointed out, what the public 
never appear to be able to fully appreciate, that underground 
wires cannot practically enable overhead wires to be dispensed 
with, as their working capacity is so much less, The under- 
ground system is, at the same time, being largely extended, 
and rapidly pushed forward towards the north. 


Vol. 50. No. 1,274, APRIL 25, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


671 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC OSCILLATIONS. 
By RANKIN KENNEDY. 


THE fact that Mr. Marconi has detected these oscillations 
at а distance of 1,500 miles from their source on the 
globe puts a different complexion on the wave theory of 
propagation as applied to Marconi’s results. The result 
of the actual experiment cannot agree with the 
rectilinear propagation of the waves, the curvature 
of the globe seemingly having no effect, disposes of the 
straight-line propagation. A lamp, however powerful, 
placed at Land’s End could not throw a ray of light into a 
ship 1,500 miles off ; neither could an oscillator send waves 
round the earth if these waves travel in a straight line, as 
light does. To me it seems that the effects are not due to 
ethereal waves travelling as light does, but to electrical 
oscillations set up in the earth itself considered as a whole 
sphere, insulated in space, and the same effects can be 
reproduced on а small scale on a large ball, or artificial 
earth, as it might be called. 

Imagine a large globe suspended in space, practically a 
good conductor. Electrically the globe is nominally neutral, 
no difference of electrical potential existing between any por- 
tion ; but let the electrical conditions be disturbed at any 
point—say that a sudden separation of electricity is made at 
the point A in fig. 1—we know from common knowledge 
that the disturbance at a will be propagated all over the 
sphere, much in the same way as it would if the ball were of 
ivory and struck at А by another ball, every particle of the 
ball would be disturbed by the blow at a. Or consider the 
ball covered all over by а sea of water, and at A а submarine 
mine to be exploded, throwing up the water. A wave, or, 
rather, a series of waves, would be set up which would travel 
round the whole ball. 

In this view of the electro-magnetic transmission of waves, 
we can imagine the rapid discharges at great potential at the 
point, 4, agitating the whole electrical system of the earth, 


Fic. 1. 


and that the earfh is surrounded by an electrical atmosphere 
normally at rest and neutral,so that when disturbed at one 
point, this atmosphere vibrates or oscillates throughout ita 
whole mass And, therefore, there is no reason why com- 
munication between the antipodes, A and c, should not be 
practicable. 

A large globe on which a spark coil and a radial con- 
ductor can be laid at a, as in a Marconi installation, could 
be utilised as a working model. There can be no doubt that 
а rapid and high potential series of charges and discharges at 
А could be detected at в or c, by a Branly tube or otherwise. 

Considerations regarding results of experiments in labora- 
tories, or even within a few miles of area, are not of much 
value in this matter. Marconi has applied the test to the 
whole earth, with the result that so far as one can foresee 
every wireless telegram is actually an effect of the surface 
charge of the earth as a whole, and not at all due to radiant 
energy travelling in space like aray of light. However that 
may be, the subject now calls for very different treatment 
from that which it has hitherto received, not so much 
perhaps in the interest of wireless telegraphy as in the 
interest of fundamental knowledge, 


Oscillator simply agitates this charge. 


Whether the earth as a whole is electrified as a ball witha 
charge upon it, matters little ; if it is electrified then the 
Lord Kelvin 40 years 
ago clearly proved the earth’s surface to be charged, and 
suggested that the opposite charge might exist in the rarefied 
upper layer of the atmosphere ; if this is so, then the gaseous 
dielectric is polarised vertically. He also pointed out that a 
very considerable electrification of the whole earth’s surface 
could be effected by quite a small amount of charge. It 
is quite conceivable, then, that the earth’s électrical 
equilibrium may be sufficiently disturbed by what seems а 
very feeble apparatus, compared with the dimensions of the 
globe, to operate the delicate detector on any part of its 
surface. | . 

This theory, of course, still rests upon the wave trans- 
mission, but not upon straight line action, the vibrations 
being propagated through the mass, only itis not the matter 
which vibrates, but the electrical charge upon it. 

| (To be concluded.) 


THE PARIS METROPOLITAN RAILWAY. 


By С. Н. WORDINGHAM, M. Inst. C. E. 


THE Report of Lieut.-Col. Н. A. Yorke to the Board of 
Trade, dated January 8th, 1902, which has just been pub- 
lished, is an interesting contribution to the subject of under- 
ground intercommunication, It contains a description of 
the Metropolitan Railway in Paris, and comparisons are 
drawn between this line and the Central London Railway 
and the old Underground Line in London, while brief refer- . 
ence is made to the Buda-Pesth Shallow Tunnel Railway, 
and those of Boston and New York. 

The question of intercommunication between the various 
parts of Paris was under consideration as long ago as 1856, 
but, although reports and recommendations were made, 
practically nothing resulted until the Exhibition of 1900 
was at the door, when apparently it became evident that 
something must be done, and the present scheme was 
inaugurated. | 

It is remarkable that this prolonged delay was due to the 
Municipality of Paris and the French Government being at 
variance, and not less remarkable that it was the Govern- 
ment that came off second-best in the long run, a happy 
augury for the L. C. C., but not for those who think muni- 
cipal trading has gone far enough in this country. 

The debate turned on a question which is identical with 
that now pressing for settlement in London. The French 
Government maintained that urban intercommunication 
should serve principally to link together the termini of the 
main railways, while the municipality considered rapid 
transit between the various parts of the city of paramount 
importance, coupled with improved communication between 
the more remote districts and their consequent appreciation in 
value. The assistance given by the municipality to the pet 
Scheme of the Government, the Exhibition of 1900, 
practically bought over the opposition, and the city authorities 
were permitted to prepare a comprehensive scheme. Appa- 
rently, they made up their minds to make the most of their 
vietory, for not only did their scheme leave out the main 
line termini, but they adopted the metre gauge with the 
professed object of rendering it impossible to connect up 
with the main lines. In the end the Government insisted on 
the standard 4 ft. 8j in. gauge being adopted, but they 
none the less knuckled under completely, since the only 
effect of the alteration was to enable the Metropolitan Rail- 
way carriages to run on the main lines, the main line rolling 
Stock being precluded from running on the Metropolitan 
Railway by the tunnels being retained of such a size as to 
prevent the carriages entering them. 

The total length of the lines authorised under the scheme 
is nearly 39 miles, of which rather more than 8} miles have 
been opened for traffic. The general arrangement is a 
circular belt with two lines running north and south, and 
two east and west, all forming chords of the circle. 
Nearly all the lines are double track, and where underground, 
ie., for 70 per cent. of the length, both tracks are in one 
tunnel, 
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The salient features of the construction and operation of 
the lines may be summarised as follows :— 

The tunnels are in all cases constructed as near the surface 
of the street as possible, though occasionally it was found 
necessary to dip below the main sewers, and, of course, to 
carry one tunnel below another where two routes cross, ав 
they do in some cases. The whole of the tunnelling, with 
very few exceptions, is arched and built of rubble masonry, 
the arches, in all cases, being elliptical. The interior of the 
arch is finished with a coat of Vassy cement 2 in. thick, and 
the walls and invert with Portland cement. | 

Whenever the stations are below the water-bearing strata 
of the subsoil they are built in a similar manner to the 
tunnels, but, in other cases, the stations have side walls of 
masonry, and are covered with main transverse girders, 
whick, in turn, carry longitudinal girders, between which 
are constructed jack arches. 

The interior of the tunnels is whitewashed, and the stations 
are lined with white glazed tiles. 

Vignoles rails, 49 ft. long, weighing 105 lbs. to the yard, 
are employed, carricd on creosoted sleepers of beech with 
gravel ballast. Sole plates are fixed between the rails, and 
the sleepers and the rails are secured by means of coach 
screws. The rail joints are supported on sleepers, and are 
arranged not to come opposite one another. 

The cut and cover method of construction was employed, 
the use of shields being found unsuitable, and the attempt 
to use them being attended with serious difficulty owing to 
subsidences. 

Along the Rue de Rivoli it was found necessary to remove 
the old main sewer, and to replace it by two new ones, one 
on each side of tlie street; the traffic being entirely inter- 
rupted during the operations. 

The whole of the tunnels, covered ways, viaducts and 
stations, were constructed by the Municipal Works Com- 
mittee of Paris, but the equipment of the lines with the 
permanent. way, electrical plant, rolling stock and station 
buildings above ground were undertaken by a traction com- 


pany, to whom a concession for working the lines for 35 


ycars was granted. 

The rolling stock at present in use consists of four- 
wheeled carriages with centre buffers; Each train com- 
prises four carriages, one being fitted with two motors of 
100 н.р. each, and the other three being trailers. 

Each coach is reckoned to carry 50 passengers, but it is 
somewhat strange to English ideas to know that 20 of these 
have to stand. In actual use, however, this is not at all 
inconvenient, as most of the journeys are very short. 
Though not mentioned in the report, it is worthy of note that 
the carriages are by no means elaborate, and, in the writer’s 
opinion, very wisely so, while the absence of cushions cannot 
be too strongly commended. 

Every carriage is fitted with Westinghouse air brakes and 
hand brake, and an electrical brake for use in cases of emer- 
gency is also provided. 

The signalling is automatic, a separate electrical circuit 
being provided to operate the signalling by means of treadles 
placed alongside of the rails. The system employed is a 
block system with an empty block between any two trains. 

The most striking point about these shallow tramways in 
Paris is that, although the designers had a free hand and 
were laying out a complete scheme in its entirety, and, in 
point of fact, have provided a circular line with cross- 
connccting straight lines, yet they prefer to work these lines 
in independent sections, the trains on even the circular lines 
being run in two independent sections, and not all round 
the circle, Ev ery facility is given to passengers by means of 
stations common to the lines meeting at a point to enable 
them to pass from one section to another, but the fact 
remains that they have to change carriages. No more 
striking confirmation than the adoption of this method of 
working in Paris could be found of the view expressed by 
the writer in the Review in an article commenting on 
Messrs. Rider and Baker's report to the London County 
Council to the effect that long through lines are not 
necessary for urban inter- communication, the chief require— 
ments being frequent, rapid, punctual means of communica- 
tion over moderate distances. 

The arrangement at the end of the sections calls for 
special remark, At each end the two tracks are connected 


by means of a single loop having a radius of 100 ft., which 
enables the trains to run round from the up to the down 
lines, and vice. versá, without the necessity for cross-over 
roads, and without any alteration in the make-up of the 
train. The author believes that a somewhat similar system 
was suggested by Mr. Corbet, the borough surveyor of 
Salford, for the trams in that town, but it was not adopted ; 
the advantages possessed by the arrangement are well worthy 
of attention. 

The report brings out very clearly the points of similarity 
and difference between the shallow tunnel and deep level 
tube by comparing the Central London Railway with the 
portion of the Paris Metropolitan Railway already open, the 
length and kind of district served being almost identical, 
and both having been started at almost exactly the same time. 

For the purposes of inter-communication over short 
distances, there can be no possible doubt as to the superiority 
of the shallow system in point of convenience and comfort. 
In Paris, one has only to walk down a very few steps to find 
oneself on the platform, whereas the Central London Railway 
lifts involve some delay, and a certain degree of incon- 
venience. It is true that both are small in amount, and 
certainly on a long journey, as, for instance, from the South 
to the North of London, they are insignificant, but where 
the whole journey only occupies three or four minutes, every 
half minute's delay is a consideration. Apart from the 
question of the passengers, the use of lifts involves very 
serious increase in the working expenses. 

The difference in the atmosphere on the two lines, 
though not referred to in the report, at once strikes anyone 
who has travelled on both. In Paris on a hot day, it is 
positively refreshing to meet the cool breeze cscaping from 
each station, the air having an odour of a clean-smelling 
and not unpleasant disinfectant, in place of the stuffy hot 
smell of the Central London Railway, while the continuous 
lighting of the whole tunnel in Paris is another pleasant 
feature, tending to make travelling much more cheerful 
than in the somewhat uncanny dark and closely-fitting 
Tube. 

It will be remembered that in Messrs. Rider and Daker's 
report to the London County Council, surprise was expressed 
that provision had not been made for the accommodation of 
gas, water, and other pipes in the subways in Doston aud 
New York, and in the report now under consideration it is 
stated that in Paris also no attempt has been made to carry 
out the idea. One cannot suppose that the matter did not 
receive full consideration, and the fact that no such subway 
was provided goes strongly to show that the difficulties and 
objections to it, which were pointed out by the writer in the 
article already referred to, are very real, and in practice 
almost insuperable. 

Colonel Yorke concludes his report by emphasising the 
advantages nossessed by the shallow tunnel, but he does not 
omit to point out what enormous difficulties there are in the 
way of constructing subways of this kind in London ; not 
only on account of the immensely complicated network of 
underground pipes at present existing, and the presence of 
cellars bencath the roadway, but also on account of the 
narrowness of the streets, He suggests, however, that where 
new thoroughfares are being constructed, as in the case of 
the new street from the Strand to Holborn, it is à com- 
paratively easy matter to make provision for these shallow 
tunnels. 

'The cost of construction, exclusive of the eqpipment and 
above-ground work, is estimated for Paris at £193,550 per 
mile, but there can be little doubt that the peculiar diffi- 
culties of London would necessitate this -estimate being 
largely increased for that city. j 

The general impression left upon one's mind by the present 
report is that shallow tramways, if they can be attained, are 
as near an approach to an ideal means of getting about 
over short distances in a large city as can be had, but that 
their advantages over deep level tubes become practically 
negligible for joining up the extreme outskirts with one 
another, and that, while these comparatively long-distance 
lines should certainly be co-ordinated, it is by no means a 
matter of such great importance that the short lincs should 
be in communication with one another, but, on the contrary, 
there may even be substantial advantages by their being 
isolated and self-contained. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF TARIFFS ON ELEC- 
TRICITY SUPPLY. 


By J. R. DICK, B.Sc., M I. E. E. 


IN two recent numbers of the ELMOTRICAL Review, Mr. 


Ashmore Baker has given the results of some investigations 
on the above subject. His conclusions possess, on the sur- 
face at least, all the appearance of having been carefully 
confined only to the logical lessons to be derived from an 
impartial study of central station statistics. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Baker seems to have an uneasy feeling 
that, as in many similar instances, even statistics may not 
prove infallible. He therefore explains, by an analogy, how 
to arrive at the effect of a variable factor in a series of col- 
lected results, which depend in some way on that particular 
factor. His example of the comparative death rates from 
small-pox of vaccinated and unvaccinated persons is as true 
as it is trite. It does not follow by any means that the 
method he adopts in the examination of ‘central station 
figures is at all analogous to this example, nor does it ensure 
the truth of his conclusions. In point of fact, Mr. Baker 
has consciously or unconsciously violated the most ele- 
mentary laws of inductive reasoning. Instead of confining 
himself to the question of the active or passive influence on 
the load factor of the system of charging alone, he has of 
necessity in the manner in which his figures are collected 
vitiated his results by the inclusion of many other variables. 
His arguments are based on the following assumptions :— 

l. That the method of charging (it might be a rate of 7d. 
for one hour and 6d. after) is the only thing that influences 
the load factor. 

2. 'That all stations having an equal output and the same 
method of charging ought to have the same load factor. 

To any engineer of experience, the folly of these assump- 
tions is at once manifest. In the tables there is a rough 
attempt at classification by the omission of combined lighting 
and traction stations, while those towns having public and 


private lighting supply are classed as distinct from those 


with private lighting only. 

Let us look for à moment at the many causes which 
tend to react on the load factor, independent of the tariff. 
T here is, first and foremost, the character of the district and 
the habits of the people. In large cities the average hours 
of burning are much greater than in small provincial 
towns. Then there are many towns where there is a ready 
sale of electricity for workshop driving and similar purposes, 
which produces a very marked effect on the total output per 
kilowatt of maximum load on the station. This day load 
is conspicuous by its absence in other towns, and it is useless 
to expect as high a load factor as when this source of 
improvement is present. 

The relative amount of public and private lighting has a 
great deal to do with some of the large load factors, In 
several towns the units sold for public lighting may amount 
to one-third of the output, whereas, in other towns, half 
а dozen arc lamps in the High Street may be all that 
represent this valuable aid to the productiou of a good load 
factor. 

To come now to the effect of a rational tariff based on 
the maximum demand system, it must be admitted there is 
strong primd facie evidence that it should have a tendency 
in the direction of improvement. It encourages the modera- 
tion of individual demands, and the prolongation of the 
hours of burning. The effect of both these causes is 
obvious. It is most noticeable that this effect is the more 
marked the closer the actual charges approach to the 
ideal values reckoned froin the costs. If one deliberately 
throws away the advantages of the maximum demand systein 
by having an alternative flat rate, or by having an absurd 
scale of charges, the same results cannot be looked for. And 
here I must remind Mr. Baker that he has included all such 
stations under the heading of maximum demand users, which 
is entirely unfair. 

It is, however, only one more addition to the many 
variable quantities which have intruded unwittingly into Mr. 
Baker's problem, although he was under the fond belief that 
he was following the analogy given at the beginning of his 


article, and tracing the consequence of changing only one 
variable, 

The length of time during which a supply station has 
been at work has no small bearing on the value of the load 
factor. For the first or second year there is an irregular 
period, but afterwards the effect of a good or bad policy is 
bound to tell. It is not possible, then, to compare 10 very 
young stations in their second or third year of operation with 
a similar number of those that have been at work for many 
years. This circumstance Mr. Baker has quite ignored. 

The question now is, How can we elimintate the other 
variables, and consider only the relation between tariff and 
load factor? Simply by confining our attention to the 
results following the use of a given tariff in each individual 
station. In other words, observe whether the load factor shows 
an increasing, stationary, or diminishing tendency with the 
tariff in use, without regard to its absolute value. 

The first year’s results should be discarded as being subject 
to irregularity. If the observations of the percentage 
change in the load factor are made over a number of years, 
it is found that the maximum demand system shows an un- 
mistakable superiority. An average increase of 5°6 per 
cent. per annum is the result of using the Wright system, 
while an average increase of only 1°1 per cent. takes place 
where flat rates are in vogue. These figures refer to about 
60 of the older stations that have been in operation five or 
Bix years. Stations supplying electric traction, or those 
charging alternative flat rates, are excluded. 

It will be noticed that the result of the above investigation 
is in entire contradiction to those obtained by the false 
reasoning from the average of the absolute values of the 
load factor. The hasty generalisation of Mr. Baker is, of 
course, a mistake into which anyone might fall who did not 
give full consideration to the question. | 

The inquiry as to how far the costs are affected by the 
tariff in vogue is simply a corollary of the original proposi- 
tion. We have seen that an improved load factor follows a 
good tariff, and consequently the costs will be diminished 
in some relation to the improvement. The ratio of the 
price to the cost is simply that which the supply authority 
considers will afford a sufficient margin of profit. 

It is satisfactory to note that the correct way of expressing 
the facts has been adopted for the lamp increase in the 
various towns. This is the percentage per annum, and it 
proves at least, if proof were ever required, that the Wright 
system does not discourage wiring. It is very puzzling why 
the load factors were not expressed in a similar manner. 
Had this been the case, the necessity for writing the article 
and arriving at such erroneous views, would have dis- 
appeared. a 

The conclusion of the whole matter is very tame and 
pointless. Mr. Baker bas nothing to suggest, except another 
differential tariff, which is less accurate, has fewer merits, 
and is more complicated in its working than Wright's, He 
is an iconoclast at one moment, and the next raises up a 
fresh idol. It seems remarkable that he should be a partisan 
of any differential method, when the dull simplicity of the 
flat rate is, in his opinion, all that can be desired. 

Had Mr. Baker more experience in the electricity supply 
business, he would know that load factor is not the only 


consideration involved in the use of Wright’s system. There 


is the equally important question of how to sell to each 
customer at the lowest possible price consistent with making 
н profit, or, at least, no loss. No method, except Wright's 
modification of Hopkinson's system, has ever thoroughly 
answered that question. Even Mr. Baker must admit it is 
of some importance. 

It is unfortunate that Mr. Baker was unable to judge Mr. 
Mordey's contribution to this discussion at its true value. 
He might then, instead of congratuluting himself on tlie 
similarity of the arguments, have been thankful to be 
free of the comedy of errors which the two papers together 
now present, 


. ene 


Falhirk,—The T.C. has received permission from the 
Secretary for Scotland to borrow the sum of £25,000 for the execu- 
tion of electric lighting works. 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 


Tonk RAILWAY COMMITTEE. 


On 16th inst. a Select Committee of the House of Lords, presided 
over by Lord Windsor, commenced the consideration of a large 
group of Bills for underground electric railways in London. The 
other members of the Committee are Lord -Lauderdale, Lord Bath, 
Lord Zouch and Lord Knutsford. The Bills referred to the Com- 
mittee are as follows :—Charing Cross, Hammersmith and District 
Electric. Railway No. 1; Charing Cross, Hammersmith and District 
Electric Railway No. 2; City and North-East Suburban Railway 
No. 1; City and North-East Suburban Railway No. 2; King’s Road 
Railway; King’s Road Railway (Putney Extension); North-East 
London Railway No. 1; North-East London Railway No. 2; 
Piccadilly and City Railway No.1; Piccadilly and City Railway 
No.2; West and South London Junction Railway ; London United 
Electric Railways; Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway (new 
lines, &c.); and the Central London Railway (new lines). Com- 
mittee Room No. 15 in which the inquiry was held was crowded in 
а most inconvenient manner. 

Mr. LiTTLER, K.C., said there were so many persons interested in 
the various Bills, that he would suggest an effort should be made to 
obtain a larger room. 

At a later stage it was announced that the room used for the 
South African inquiry could be used. | | 

The CHAIRMAN said the only question was whether the room was 
too far away from the other committee rooms for the convenience of 
counsel. | 

Mr. BAGGALLAY, K.C.:—I should prefer а little more exercise во 
as to able to get a little more air. | 

Lord Rost, Сесп, K.C., said he had been instructed to make 
application that they should first dispose of the question of vibra- 
tion and compensation to landowners in respect of vibration. If 
that point was settled, four-fifths of the opposition would disappear, 
and it would be a great saving of expense to the petitioners, 
There were many difficulties in proceeding with the Bills in the 
ordinary way of taking the first Bill on the list. It might be that 
in the first Bill the landowner's interest would be ‘unimportant, 
whereas in another Bill they might be very important, and conse- 
quently, if the question was decided in the first Bill, it might be 
decided in the absence of those who were most seriously affected. 

Mr. Влгғоок Browne, K.C., said that in the first group there 
were four competing Bills, and it appeared to him it would be best 
to decide which of these Bills should be allowed. In that case а 
large number of frontagers would be at once released. 

Mr. FITZGERALD supported the suggestion of Lord Robt. Cecil. 

Mr. BALFOUBR Browne asked on which Bill was it suggested the 
question of vibration should be heard. 

Mr. FITZGERALD: On the whole. 

Lord Rost. CECIL opposed the suggestion of Mr. Balfour Browne, 
because, a8 he pointed out, it would be impossible to decide 
which Bill should be allowed without hearing the frontagers on 
each. 

Mr. L. Cowanp, K.C., as representing one of the promoters, 


endorsed the view of Mr. Balfour Browne that the first four com-. 


peting Bills should be taken together. 

Mr. LirrLER, K.C., said he did not quite know whom he did 
represent, and whom he did not, for the moment. He thought, how- 
ever, that if they adopted the suggestion of Lord Robt. Cecil, it 
would be necessary to hear counsel on behalf of each set of pro- 
moters. 

After further discussion, Mr. BaGGaLLay suggested that the ques- 
tion of vibration should not be taken as a question of preamble. 
They might deal first with the merits of the various schemes, and 
then vibration might be dealt with on clauses. 

The Committee having conferred together, the CHAIRMAN said he 
thought the most convenient course to adopt was to hear the whole 
of the promoters' cases with respect tothe first group of Bills before 
they heard the opposition to any one of the Bills. The case of each 
promoter must be put before them, and it would be subject, of 
course, to cross examination. He had been in consultation with the 
Chairman of Committees, and Col. Yorke, who gave evidence as to 
the views of the Board of Trade last session, was present. Не 
thought it would be to tbe convenience of the promoters and every- 
one if this evidence were taken first. They would then be in 
possession of the views of the Board of Trade, and it would be 
easy to consider what clause should be imposed in the Bills. 

Col. Yorke stated that before Joint Select Committee last year 
he had expressed the opinion that junctions in some ої the tube 
railways were things to be avoided, 1f possible, because there were 
certain risks in tube railways, particularly in electrical railways, 
which were not existent in lines at present worked by ordinary 
Jocomotives. He referred particularly to fire, owing to the failure 
of some of the electrical appliances. 

Lord Winpsor: Do you think it is easy to guard against these 
risks. 

Col. Yorke: I think there is little difficulty in guarding against. 
the risk of fire in such cases, if the necessary precautions are taken 
in sufficient time. That is to say, during the construction of the 
railway and of the rolling stock. 

What would you suggest ?—The precautions I would venture to 
suggest are (1) the omission of all woodwork, as far as possible, 
from the neighbourhood of the motor cables and electric machinery, 
апа that wood portions of the train should be protected by some 
non-combustible material. (2) I would suggest the disuse of 
exible cables and the use in their stead of rigid conductors, either 
barred or protected by some non-iatlammable, insulating material ; 
and (3) the adoption of some non-combustible material оп all trains 
whether drawn by locomotives or not. 


Do you think these precautions could be taken without difficulty ? 
—I think during construction they might be adopted by all elec- 
trical railways, whether underground or not. I would suggest that 
some such precaution should be compulsory in trains employed in 
tunnels. We have been informed by the electrical adviser of the 
Board of Trade that no electrical difficulties presented themselves 
to him in connection with the use of non-inflammable insulating 
material. 

Do you think the non-use of wood might even be carried out in 
regard to sleepers ?—I venture to suggest tbat at апу rate the ове 
of wood should be discontinued, and, generally speaking, excluded 
from stations, signal cabins and on other buildings deep below 
ground. It might even be desirable, I make this euggestion with 
all diffidence, to abandon the use of wooden sleepers on the per- 
manent way of deep level railways. There may be electrical diffi- 
culties, and the question of vibration may arise if metal sleepers are 
used. I would, however, throw out the suggestion that if wooden 
sleepers are used they should not be creosoted, because they are not 
only inflammable, but even if scorched, they create asuffocating smoke. 
There are several things besides creosote of & mineral character 
which could possibly be utilised. I think if such methods as these 
indicated were employed, the risk of fire would be done away 
with. | 

With regard to the size of tube ?—I would desire to draw the 
Committee’s attention to the suggestion that there shonld be on 
each side, or at least on one side of the carriages, sufficient space 
for passengers to alight in case of emergency, and pass between the 
sides of the tube and the carriages when necessary. "This is 
specially desirable in these lines, which will employ very long 
trains, such as seven or eight carriages as at present run on the 
Central London. It might be a further great advantage if the 
height of the tube were slightly increased, so as to give facilities 
for dealing with the train in case of derailment. Possibly these 
suggestions might render it necessary to adopt a rather larger 
diameter for the tubes than is proposed by some of the lines before 
the Committee. 

I tbiuk the Vibration Committee referred to that ?—They made 
a suggestion tbat the diameter of the tube might be somewhat in- 
creased, and also with the view of lessening air resistance. The 
difliculty arises that in most of the Bills which are before the Com- 
mittee the size of the tube is fixed, and the diameters vary from 
11 ft. 6 in. to 12 ft., 13 ft., and in one solitary case to 16 ft., so that 
there is no unanimity at the present moment on the part of the 
promoters. I would, with all deference, suggest tbat, atter hearing 
evidence,the Committee might be forced to modify the clauses which 
fix the diameter of these tunnels, in all cases to certain specified 
limits, and the result would be that if it were considered desirable 
to provide any platform between the carriages and the sides of 
the tunnel, it would be necessary to render the carriages so small 
and narrow as to render them inconvenient. 

The upshot of that, I take it to be, is you think it is not advisable 
that in the Bills the different companies should be tied down too 
closely to a particular size of tube ?—That is so, especially in the 
case where somewhat small limits of size have been fixed. I do 
not suggest that it would be necessary in all cases to enlarge the 
tubes, but in some cases such a possibility might suggest itself, and 
if the clauses in the Bill went through as they stand, it would be 
impossible for any increased diameter to be given to the tube. 

Lord KnuTsForp: Would that not be a question for the Board 
of Trade. We could only say that the tube could not be less than 
во many feet ?—That is my suggestion. 

Lord LAUDERDALE: Have you formed any idea as to what 
should be the smallest diameter ?—As a purely personal matter I 
have formed the opinion that 13 ft. 6 in. is a convenient diameter. 

The CHAIRMAN : I understand that you suggest that the Board of 
Trade should be the arbitrators of the exact size of the tube so long 
as the Committee give them freedom to make such alterations as 
they think desirable for the purposes of safety ?—The Board of 
Trade, I suggest, should have power to see that there are certain 
clearances between the sides of the tunnel aud the train. If the 
tunnel is restricted to a certain diameter, then if the clearances 
are to be there the size of the carriages would have to bé less. 

Lord LAUDERDALE: Then you would place a limit on the 
narrowness of the саггіарев ?-—It certainly would be inconvenient 
to have the carriages unduly narrowed. 

Then is 13 ft. 6 in. the minimum you would place, or would it be 
possible to have a narrower tube ?—The present Central London 
Railway is only 11 ft. 6 in., but there are no clearances to speak of 
between the carriages and the tube itself. 

Lord К хотѕғокр: Or between the tunnels and the tops of the 
carriages ?— No. 

The CHAIRMAN: Then we come to the point of ventilation ?— 
It seems to be a matter which requires somewhat more attention in 
the future than in the past. The auticipations which were expressed 
in the early days of tube railway construction as to ventilation 
being afforded by the movement of the train in the tube have not 
been altogether realised. Т am of opinion that some means of 
lighting should be provided for the tubes between stations in case 
of accident. One of the dangers to be avoided is panic, and 
nothing seems more likely to lead to that than absolute darkness. 
In case of failure of the electric current for propelling the train, 
the whole tunnel would be left in darkness. 

Although the companies concerned migbt provide these volun- 
tarily, you think there ougat to be something compulsory ?—The 
Central London have voluntarily provided light in the tunnel, and 
1 thiuk great credit is due to them for having done so; bnt I am 
certainly of opinion that some power should be given to compel 
companies to adopt these very reasonable precautions. The liebt, 
of course, must be distinct from the main circuit which propels the 
train. I would not suggest that the light should always be turned 
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on, but it would be possible, I think, to have the lamps available 
and switches at intervals in the tunuel, so that the guard, or those 
in charge of the train, could easily turn the light on. 

You are acquainted with the Metropolitan Railway of Paris?— 
I have paid a vieit by direction of the Board of Trade, and in that 
case the tunnels were lighted from end to end at all times. 

With regard to the shape of platforms, and with reference to the 
rolling stock? That is a matter which has lately come into notice in а 
rather acute manner. It is very desirable that platforms and rolling 
stock should be made suitable for each other. It occasionally 
happens that the platforms are designed at one time and the rolling 
stock is designed at another timé, and when the two are put together 
-they do not always fit. The tendency at the present time is in 
favour of very long trains, and unless the platform is straight there 
is a certain space between. On one of the existing tube railways 
where great crowds assemble at certain times of the day, and where 
trains are not allowed to remain long stationary, experience has 


shown that passengers are liable to slip between the platform and. 


the train, and a great many representations on the subject have 
reached the Board!of Trade. The Department viewed the recom- 
mendations of Lord Rayleigh’s Committee on Vibration as exceed, 
ingly important, and felt that effect should be given to them—not 
necessarily to every one of them in each case, but the alternatives 
should be considered, and one or other of the recommendations 
should be adopted in each case. 

What are the present statutory powers of the Board of Trade ?— 
They have powers which do not amount to an obligation to 
inspect the railway before it is opened to traffic. This can only be 
done during the 10 days immediately preceding the date on which 
the company intends to open the line. The inspection is contined, 
unless special conditions are inserted, to the question whether 
owing to the incompleteness of the permanent way the 
opening of the line would be attended with danger to the public. 
Assuming the line was in all respects complete, there had been a 
doubt whether it would not be within the power of an inspecting 
authority to refuse to pass the line, because the platforms were 
built of wood iastead of stone. I would suggest that this isa matter 
of great importance, because the fact of the line having been 
inspected by the Board of Trade is regarded by the public as being 
а guarantee of safety. | 

In your opinion {һе presert powers of your department come 
into operation too late to be of use ?—Having regard to the electric 
railways, these are constructed and worked under somewhat novel 
conditions, and the powers of the Board of Trade can only come 
into force when the whole of the work is completed, the carriages 
provided and the money spent. Then it is too late. Tne inspect- 
ing officer is, therefore, sometimes in a dilemma. He may see 
things open to criticism, but can hardly refuse to pass the line and 
demand rejection of the rolling stock merely because they were not 
constructed as he considered they ought to be. 

In your opinion some supervision should be exercised at an 
earlier stage? — That is so. The Board do not wish to extend their 
powers or responsibilities, but only to bave their powers operative 
at an earlier stage. I would suggest that the better way of dealing 
with the questions I have raised would be to confer on the Board of 


Trade power to arrange with the companies all the necessary details 


for safety and convenience before the commencement of the works, 
and I have a draft clause which the Board of Trade have directed 
me to place before this Committee. Their proposal is that the com- 
panies should submit for the approval of the Board of Trade plans 
and sections and other details of their proposals with respect to—(a) 
The permanent way, tunnels, platforms, stations, lifts and other com- 
munications ; (b) Rolling stock; (c) Lighting; (d) Veutilation; and 
the railway rolling stock and other works shall be constructed 
only according to the plan section and other details as approved by 
the Board of Trade. 

Lord Knorsrorp called the attention of witness to his statement 
made last session regarding end-on junctions. 

WiTNESS said he had not considered the question very closely 
since he gave evidence before, but on the whole he was not quite 80 
strong on the point as last year. As a purely personal matter, he 
preferred shorter routes, but at the same time there were advantages 
in long through routes. 

Lord KRUrsrORD: You think the shuttle system, on the whole, 
is the best system ?—There are great differences of Opinion, bat still, 
personally, I prefer it on the whole. 

Lord 2оссн said, as a new member of the Committee, he would 
like to know what the shuttle system was ? 

WITNESS said it was where a train ran from A to B backwards and 
forwards, and did not go meandering about all over the circle. 

It was then decided to proceed with the Charing Cross, Hammer- 
smith, and District Electric Railway Bill. 


CHARING Cross, HAMMERSMITH AND District EnkcTRIG RAILWAY. 


Mr. BacGarray, K.C., who with Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. Hutchinson 
апа Mr. Hole appeared for the Charing Cross, Hammersmith and 
District Railway Bill opened the case for the promoters and said 
tbere were two Bills before the Committee. The lines in opposition 
were the line promoted by the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus 
Railway which was only in competition over a small portion of the 
route; the Piccadilly and City Railway No. 2; the London United 
Electric Railways; and the Central London Railway new lines. 
He was, of course, opposing all those suggested competing lines. 
Last year the promoters had a Bill before Parliament with which 
other underground electric railway Bills were referred to a Joint 
Committee, and that Committce made a report and suggested certain 
deviation, and it was in consequence of the recommendations made 


by the Joint Committee that the promoters brought No. 2 Bill 
before Parliament this session. Last year No. 1 Bill proposed a 
railway to commence at Bedfordbury, a little north of the Strand, 
and passed under Charing Cross, the Mall, the Green Park, Hyde 
Park Corner to the end of Park Lane, hence to St. Mary Abbotts, 
Kensington, under the Park to near the Albert Hall and then along 
Bridge Road to Hammersmith Broadway. A subway was also pro- 
posed for passengers connecting with the High Street, Kensington 
station of the Metropolitan District Railway. In consequence of 
the Joint Committee’s report several modifications were made in the 
scheme in Bill No. 2, and it was now proposed to continue the rail- 
way from Hammersmith under the river to Barnes. Besides 
carrying out the suggestion of the Joint Committee that these tube 
railways should consider further extensions to the suburbs, it would 
also allow the promoters to obtain a better site for their 
generating station than was previously proposed, and it gave them 
a chance to get rid of spoil by getting it water borne. They had 
avoided all confluent conjunctions throughout the system. Further, 
they proposed to a new piece of line between Hyde Park Corner 
along Piccadilly Circus to Agar Street, Strand, so that it would be 
possible to make a junction with the proposed Piccadilly and City 
Railway, either at Piccadilly or the Strand. Then they had aban- 
doned the piece of line between Bedfordbury and the Mall, and so 
started at the Mall north of the Duke of York’s Column, and went 
through by Stafford House. The railway was continued under 
Hyde Park to a point nearly opposite the Albert Hall. This was in 
substitution of the original in the first Bill Another deviation 
was at the Strand end, soas to make the terminus just opposite 
Adam Street, instead of going to Bedfordbury. By this deviation 
they would be able to make an end-on junction with the proposed : 
Piccadilly and City Railway. He pointed out that last year they 
were the only promoters of a scheme fora railway from Hammer- 
smith to the City, and now three other railways were endeavouring 
to "jump their claim." It was proposed to have two tunnels 
throughout, and the railway would be approached by electric lifts. 
It would be constructed by the use of shields, and the tube would 
be of metal plate or brickwork laid in cement. The tunnels would 
be 13 ft, 6 in. in diameter, and this was a material point when they 
considered the cost. It was proposed to adopt the multiple unit 
system, and have no locomotives, which was the system recom- 


 mended by Lord Rayleigh's Committee to prevent vibration. 


He might say there was not & single suggestion made by 
Colonel Yorke which would not be readily accepted by the 
promoters of tHe Bill. In No. 1 Bill the capital proposed was 
£2,100,000 share capital and £700,000 loan capital. By No. 2 Bill 
the company would be authorised to raire in the whole £3,300,000 
share capital and £1,100,000 loan capital. The estimate for the 
line worked out at £450,334 per mile with a 13-ft. 6-in. tunnel as 
against £453 000 per mile by the Central London Railway Bill 
with a 12-ft. tube, £747,000 per mile of the Piccadilly and City Bill 
with а 13-ft.g6-in. tube, and £451,500 per mile of the London 
United Railway Bill with a 13-ft. or 13-ft. 6-in. tube. 

Lord KNUTSFORD called attention to the great cost of the 
Piccadilly and City Railway Company compared with others. 

Mr. BAGGALLAY said he was informed that those were the figures. 

A learned counsel said there was & mistake there. 

Mr. PBaGGaLLAY said the present promoters of the scheme were 
Lord Teynham, Sir R. Sankey, Mr. Mark Robinson, and Mr. R. 
Lawson. Mr. Lawson was the electrical engineer of the British 
Electric Traction Company. | 

Mr. C. 8. MEIK, civil engineer, Westminster, was called, and 
stated that, in conjunction with Mr. Middleton, he prepared the 
plans of last session and also this session. It was proposed to 
make subways at Charing Cross and Hyde Park Corner. On the 
direct line there would be nine stations, viz., at Agar Street, 
Charing Cross, Hyde Park Corner, Sloane Street, Albert Hall, 
Kensington High Street, close to Addison Road, Hammersmith, and 
Barnes. On the loop from Hyde Park Corner to the Strand there 
would be stations at the top of the Haymarket and opposite 
Walsingham House. The journey from Hammersmith Broadway to 
Charing Cros3 would take 17 minutes. | 

In cross-examination by Mr. LITTLER, who appeared for the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Railway, WiTNESS said Mr. Robinson 
was chairman of Messrs. Willans & Robinson, Limited. He was 
appointed engineer by the London and Provincial Electricity Com- 
pany, but һе did not know how many shares were subscribed for in 
that company. He knew the solicitors of the promoters had just 
been changed, because he believed they could not give proper 
attention to the Bill. His estimate for the lands and cost of con- 
struction was £2,400,000 odd. He supposed the reason for the 
difference between the cost of construction and the capital was that 
they must have a margin. ` 

By Mr. Barroun Browne: He did not know that a Mr. Berndt 
conceived the idea of the line, and that there was an agreement to 
pay that gentleman £50,250 for the idea, and for studies, plans, &c. 
He had seen no plans of Mr. Berndt. 

The Снлмкмах ruled that on the question of vibration that it 
was not necessary to examine every witness on that point. After 
hearing the promoters’ case, first of these competing lines, certain of 
them would have to be put aside on one ground or another, and the 
question of vibration could be opened in regard to those that 
remained. 

The Committee then adjourned. 


On resuming on 18th inst., Mr. PEMBER, K. C., said he appeared 
for the District Railway, who, of course, would have a great deal 
to say as regarded competition, but he did not wish to cross-examine 
all the witnesses on the point, as it would involve much waste of 
time. Witb the permission of their Lordships, he would prefer to 
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postpone that part of his questioning until he knew what lines, if 
any, the Committee were likely to sanction. 

Mr. Ілттгев, K.C., said he wished to take up a similar position 
in regard to the Metropolitan Railway, which he represented. 

The CHAInkaAx said he thought that would be the most convenient 
course for all parties. 

Mr. Hanson, a member of the firm of Cope, Son & Co., Gresham 
- Street, stockbrokers, said he had made himself acquainted with the 

ns who were interested in the promotion of the scheme, and 
he: thought that there would be sufficient capital forthcoming to 
carry it into effect. 

Mr. ManEKHAM, M.P., said that since the success of the Central 
London Railway, it had been much easier to raise capital for elec- 
tric lines. He had been connected with the development of these 
underground railways in their early stages, and he was very strongly 
of opinion that, all conditions being equal, it was in the interests 
of the trade of this country that those railways should be made һу 
British capital. If they were made with American capital, the 
whole machinery and plant would be supplied from America, to 
the great detriment of British trade. 

In cross-examination by Mr. ЇлттгЕв, Witness said he knew 
from his own knowledge that the order for the electrical machinery 
for Mr. Yerkes’ schemes was going to America. He was aware 
that the British Westinghouse Company was an English company, 
but he still held to what he said, thatthe machinery was to be made 
in America. 

Do you know that the Westinghouse Company are building 
works at Manchester for the express purpose of carrying out these 
contracte there ?—I doubt it. 

Mr. LiTTLEB: I shall ask no more questions. 

Mr. Manx RoBINSON, managing director of Willans & Robinson, 
said he was one of the promoters of the scheme. His object in 
associating himself with the promotion of the scheme was that his 
company might get some of the engineering work connected with it. 
As a matter of fact, they had entered into a provisional agreement 
to execute work to the amount of about half a million. 

Replying to Lord KNursroRp, Mr. WEDpERBUBN, K.C., said 
that was all the financial evidence he intended to call on behalf of 
the Charing Cross and Hammersmith line. There was no doubt 
that if the railway were sanctioned the capital would be forthcom- 
ing. He was going to call evidence to prove that theirs was the 
only physical line possible, and although they would not bave an 
American millionaire at their back, they would have British 
capitalists. 

Lord KnuTsFrorp said it was not a question for the Committee as 
to whether the capital was American or not—all they had to see 
was that any company granted powers was strong enough to obtain 
the necessary capital. 

Mr. Mick, whose evidence was not finished Jast Wednesday, was 
then re-called. In cross-examination by Mr. Talbot, who appeared 
for the Duke of Wellington and the Duke of Devonghire, witness 
said it was intended to have two exits at the Hyde Park Station 
—one outside the corner of Bt. George's Hospital and the other out- 
side the centre gate of Hyde Park. He was prepared to keep the 
whole of the tubes within the London clay and as far as possible 
away from houses. 

Re-examined, WirNEss said the share capital for the line was 
£3,300,000. In addition, they had borrowing powers of one-third. 
Their estimate for equipment was about half a million. 

Mr. R. E. Мірргктом, C.E., gave evidence regarding the plans 
and estimates of the lines, which had, been prepared by him. He 
said that in laying out the line he had endeavoured to meet the 
objections raised by Sir Alex. Binnie in his evidence before the 
Joint Committee last year. There did not seem to be any possibility 
of their missing the London clay fhroughout the whole route, 
excepting in the case of Railway No. 5, where it touched the bed of 
ihe Thames. He thought it would be well to construct the whole 
of the tunnels in brick, but that would be a subject of experiment. 
The Great Northern & City Railway was built half of brick and half 
cast-iron, and there did not appear to be any difficulty in using the 
system. He believed that the blue brickwork would last longer 
than cast-iron; there would be considerable reductions in any 
possibility of vibration, and also a reduction might be made in 
the cost. Referring to the opposition of the Central, London 
Railway, the witness said he did not think a circle line was at all 
desirable. 

Cross-examined by Mr. PrEMBER, WirNESS said it was in 
November, 1900, that he received instructions to prepare the plans 
for the de 

Evidence having been given by Mr. Campbell Swinton, electrical 
engineer, and Mr. J. Brualees, C.E., in favour of the scheme, Mr. 
WEDDERBURN said that that closed his case. 

After deliberating for a time in private, the CHAIRMAN an- 
nounced that the Committee had reconsidered the position fully, 
and had resolved to hear the promoters' case on each of the com- 
peting Piccadilly schemes before giving any decision. 


PICCADILLY AND City RAILWAYS. 


Mr. Batrour Browns then proceeded to open the case of the 
Piccadilly and City Railways (Nos. 1 and 2). IIe said that by the 
Bill it was sought to construct a tube railway, which wasstill called 
by the same name as last year, although it was now a longer line. 
Other things being equal, he admitted that the Committee ought to 
give a preference to those Bills first in the field, but he submitted 
that as between bis Bill and that of the Charing Cross and Hammer- 
smith Railway other things were not equal. He did not think it 
was апу breach of coutidence to say that Lis clients would have been 
pertectly willing to take over all that the Charing Cross Syndicate 


had done last year and give them full compensation. Unfortu- 
nately, however, they found that the syndicate was not atrong 
enough even to negotiate, and under those circumstances they 
could but promote a line the whole way to Hammersmith. 

Mr. WEDDERBURN said it should be stated that a considerable 
number of negotiations took place between the two parties without 
prejudice. 

Mr. Batrour Browne replied that they were not without pre- 
judice. Coming to the present Bill, the proposal the Committee 
was asked to sanction was for the conetruction of a railway com- 
mencing with a junction with the North-East London line, and 
running the whole way from Ludgate Circus, Fleet Street, past 
the Temple and the Law Courts, along Charing Cross, Piccadilly 
Circus, Albemarle Street, and then pursuing the same route as that 
proposed in the Charing Cross to Hammersmith Bill to Hammer- 
smith, terminating where the great system of electric tramways 
coming from the West End terminated. The gentlemen who were 
promoting the Bill in conjunction with the North-East London 
line were a very strong financial group. Mr. Markham had depre- 
cated the use of American capital for tbese lines, and although he 
(counsel) did not take the same view, he wished to say that 
although there was American capital to a great extent behind these 
two schemes, the principal promoter was an Englishman—Mr. 
Clinton Dawkins. The other promoters included Mr. J. Pierpont 
Morgan, jun., Messrs. Siemens Brothers, Mr. von Chauvin, and the 
Hon. Egremont Mills, and there would be no difficulty whatever in 
raising the capital if the necessary powers were obtained. The 
strictures upon their American capital had been to a large 
extent got over by an arrangement which had been 
come to between the promoters and. the clients of Bir 
Edward Clark. The London United Electric Tramways Company 
and the Piccadilly and City Railway had recognised that it was 
very improbable that the Committee would sanction two lines from 
Charing Cross to Hammersmith. They had seen that it was most 
important that two great bodies of financiers should not be antago- 
nistic if they could come to some amicable arrangement, and they 
bad come to an arrangement, which would be submitted tothe Com- 
mittee. The line of the London United Company, from Hyde Park 
Corner to Hammersmith Broadway, was practically identical with 
the line for which his clients were seeking powers. They did not, 
however, comply with the Committee's report of last year, and 
make a through route, their line terminating by a loop at Charing 
Cross. He understood that the London United were now prepared 
to drop that portion of the line, and to take instead the through 
route which his clients had proposed—by Piccadilly. That carried 
them to Ludgate Hill, and formed an end-on junction with the 
North-East London line. That would give them an absolute 
through route for their great tramway system, which was rapidly 
approaching completion, to the north-east of London and the City. 
They had practically amalgamated, and by so doing, their financial 
position was enormously strengthened. The arrangement only 
related to the line between Charing Cross and Hammersmith. 
In the meantime the London United Company would promote the 
cross line between Clapham Junction and the Marble Arch, while 
his clients would put the case of the North-East London Railway 
before the Committee, but ultimately they would be one under- 
taking. He might tell the Committee that they had endeavoured 
to make an arrangement with the Brompton & Piccadilly Railway, 
but had not been successful. 

Sir EDWARD CLARKB said that the arrangement which had been 
come to somewhat altered the position of his clients, the London 
United Electric Tramways Conipany, and therefore he proposed to 
let Mr. Balfour Browne prove the general case. He would then say 
а few words regarding that part of the proposal which was not 
included in the arrangement which had been arrived at between 
the two parties. 

The Committee then adjourned. 


At the opening of the proceedings on Monday, the CHAIRMAN said 
the Committee would like some information with respect to the 
pize of the tunnels of the Piccadilly & City Railway and the London 
United Electric Railway. They understood that they were not to 
be of the same size, but that the London United tunnels were 
limited to 12 ft. The Committee would like to have it explained 
how it was proposed to carry out the alterations. 

Mr. Moon, K.C., said it had been recognised that the larger 
tunnels were the more useful, and it was proposed to alter the pro- 
visions of the London United Bill in order to get the larger tunnels, 
so that the tunnels of the two systems should be of the same dimen- 
sions, viz., 13 ft. 6 in. 

Mr. РЕмвЕВ remarked that he supposed that could be done with- 
out further levislation. 

Mr. Moon said he was glad to be able to simplify the labours 
of the Committee. The North-East London Railway had a branch 
line to Walthamstow, and with respect to this, an arrangement had 
been come to between them and the City & North-East London 
Suburban Railway, and the Committee would not be troubled with 
the Walthamstow branch of the North-East London Railway, nor 
would any opposition be offered by that company to the proposal 
of the City & North-Eastern Suburban. 

Sir DovGLas Fox, examined by Mr. Moon, said he was associated 
as joint engineer with the London United Electric Railways and 
the City & North-East London Suburban Railways. He had had a 
long practice as a railway engineer, and had been connected with 
many of the electrically-equipped railways now in existence. The 
nrst electrical railway with which he had to do was the Liverpool 
Overhead Railway. Не was also engineer to the City and Great 
Northern Railway wuich was now approaching completion. He 
had had special experience in tuunelliug, both with and without 
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shields. With a tube railway going through a city like London, it 
Was most important that the scheme should be in one hand for a 
considerable length, as against breaking it up into short pieces of 
railway. He did not favour the close-circuit system, because it had 
this disadvantage—that it was practically introducing a closed area 
against other railways in that part of the city where the connection 
existed, because if a 24-minute service was runpiog round the 
circle, a conftuent junction would be almost impossible, or at least 
very undesirable, and consequently all passengers would have to 
change. They had only got to go to Baker Street in the busy hours 
of the day to see how objectionable such a system was to the 
travelling public. Taking their own case, the North-East London 
Railway. and the North-East City and Suburban Railwav, both 
those li' es would serve districts in which there would certainly be 
а very large tratfic, both morning and evening. The people would 
not only want to come to the City, but through the City. 
If the North-East London line was stopped at Ludgate 
Circus they would get a morning and evening traffic 
only; it was only in the inner parts of the metropolis that 
they would get a load during the day, and it was very im- 
portant to the success of these tube railways that they should have 
a mid-day traffic. If the Central London Railway were to obtain 
the powers for extension they were now asking for, they would 
absorb practically all the mid-day traffic. He agreed with Sir Alex. 
Binnie that a central station in the City was a great mistake; the 
important point as regarded the City was, that passengers should 
have the choice of as many stations as possible. In his opinion it 
was of great importance to the public interests that through routes 
should be in one hand, and it was equally important that, if pos- 
sible, the branches of those through rovtes should be in one band; 
but it was against the public interest that two routes through tbe 
City, running lel with one anotker, and surposed to be in com- 
petition, should be in one hand. Witness was then examined as to 
the principle on which it was proposed to construct these railways, 
and said that before hearing Colonel Yorke's evidence they bad 
taken powers in their Bill for a 13 ft. 6 in. tunnel as the maximum 
diameter. He very much agreéd with the way in which Colonel 
Yorke put it, that it should be left to the Bcard of Trade to decide 
what the diameter should be, and be thought that probably 13 ft. 
would be found sufficient. There wasthis very important question, viz., 
that experience had showed that they required a deeper rail and a 
better permanent way, which would reduce the vibration, and 
those advantages could be obtained in the wider tunnel. They 
were also proposing to increase the speed of the trains from an 
average of 15 or 16 miles per hour, including stoppages, to 20 miles 
an hour including stoppages, and to do that they required powerful 
motors and larger wheels than could be got into the smaller tunnels. 
Another advantage was that by having a larger tunnel they would 
be able to keep the conductor quite clear of anybody who was walk- 
ing between the rails. Another important point was tbat they 
would be able to provide the emergency platform, on which Col. 
Yorke laid great stress. It would also enable them to introduce a 
certain amount of mechanical ventilation into the tunnels by means 
of pipes. 

Really you have made your scheme to conform to the principal 
recommendations of the Joint Committee of last year ?— Yes, that is 
so. Continuing, WiTNESS said he quite agreed that there ought to 
be an arrangement by which the tunnels could be lighted in case of 
accident, and that would be done. Their plans were so made that 
there was nothing to prevent them adopting any regulations which 
might be made by the Board of Trade. Having given particulars 
of the routes of the lines, Sir Douglas said it was proposed that the 
junction with the loop should be what was krown asa “tly under“ 
junction, so that there would be no actual crossing of the lines. 
The leaping point would be in an open space, fur which property 
had been purchased, so that it would become an ordinary junction 
in the open and not a confluent junction. 

By the CHAIMAN: The Office of Works agreed to the proposal 
to run the line under Hyde Park. Continuing, the WrirTNEss said 
they had always been very anxious to work in conjunction with 
the Brompton and Piccadilly Railway, but they could not come to 
'any arrangement with them, as they made their tubes too small, 
‘and therefore they thought the best thing was to run their tube 
under that of the Brompton and Piccadilly. 

6 CuatRMAN: What space would intervene between the two 
tubes. 

WrrNEsS replied that the space would be 20 ft. He said there 
was no difficulty about the matter from an engineering point of 
view, and, a« a matter of fact, the same thing was being done under 
the Central London Railway at Moorgate Strect. 

By Lord Zoucug: Their rouce did not touch the Green Park, 
because they preferred Piccadilly as being the place where there 
was likely to be the most traffic. 

Examined on the question of the cost of the lines, the WITNESS 
said he had made careful estimates of the cost of the Piccadilly and 
City and North-East London Railway from Hyde Park Corner, 
where they joined the London United, to Soutngate. Altogether 
there would be 134 miles of line, 94 of which would be in tunnel 
and about four miles in the open. The estimated cost of the 
; tunnels was £4,512,715, equal to £475,000 per mile. Of that works 
came to £315,000 per mile, and land £160,000 per mile. The total 
cost of the four miles of open railway was £337,000, equal to 
£84,000 per mile. The London United scheme coutained 10 miles 
З furlongs, and the estimated cost was £3,677.000. Тһе City and 
North-East Suburban was 4 miles 1 furlong of tube, and 11 miles 
3 furlongs open work, and the estimate was £2,532,998. That 
made a total of £11,110,000, and that was exclusive of the cost of 
electrical equipment. That was for a 13 ft. 6 in. tunnel throughout. 
The estimate for the cost of the electrical equipment aud tte rolling 
Stock for the whole of the 38 miles would be 3} millions, which 


| 


included the cost of the generating stations. He bad compared 
those figures very closely with those of the Central London figures, 
and a3 regarded the works for which he (Sir Douglas Fox) was 
responsible, if they added to the Central London the ‘cost of 
increasing the size of the tunnels and also the additional cost of 
lengthening the stations from 300 to 400 ft., there was compara- 
tively little difference between the two figures—about £302,000 a 
mile. 

In crosi-examination, Sir Doveras Fox said he was not in a 
position to say what the total capital of the joint undertakings 
would te. That information would probably be given by the 
chairman of the board of directors, Mr. Clinton Dawkins. 

Mr. C. JENKIN, electrical engineer, associated with Messrs. 
Siemens Bros., gave particulars of the trains which it was pro- 
posed to run. It was, he said, the intention of the directors 
to provide 102 trains, so as to admit of a 24-minutes’ service over 
the whole of the lines. Each train would consist of seven coaches, 
and would be capable of accommodating 400 passengers. Four of 
the coaches would be motor cars, and three would be trailers. It 
was proposed to introduce an arrangement whereby, in the event of. 
а train not arriving to ite time at any station, the whole of the tunnel 
would be at once lighted. 

The Committee thea adjourned. 


Y 

On Tuesday Mr. Jenkin's examination was resumed. He said 
that since the previous day he had gone very carefully into the 
question of the cost of the electrical equipment, with the engineers 
of the London United, for the whole scheme. As a result of that 
consultation, they had seen their way to combine two of the power 
stations, so that they now only proposed to have two instead of 
three, for the whole system of 38 miles of railway. They had also 
been able to make other economies by combination, so that he was able 
to reduce the total estimate to £2,700,000. That was made up as 
follows :—£720,000 for the two power stations, £200,000 for the 
land and buildings for the power stations, £222,000 to provide 
equipment, £340,000 for sub-stations, and £1,208,000 for the rolling 
stock. The amounts for the various railways were as follows :—For 
the London United, £726,000 ; Piccadilly & City, £220,000; North- 
East London, £850,000; City & North-Eastern Suburban, for a five- 
minutes’ service, £900,000. They had provided in these estimates 
plant enough to give a 24-minutes’ service whenever, in the 
summer time, such a service was required. They did not 
anticipate that such a quick service would be required 
all tbe year round. He wished to say that since yester- 
day he had again gone into the question of the number 
of cars to each train, and they had agreed to adopt eight 
cars per train throughout the whole of the system. That 
would give them four motor cars and four trailers. Each train 
would de about 80 ft. long, which would correspond with the length 
of the stations. 

Cross-examined, WiTNESS said there was nothing in their arrange- 
ments which would prevent a through service being run from one 
terminus to the other whenever it was required. 

Major CABDEw, for many years electrical adviser to the Board of 
Trade and now practising as a consulting engineer, said he had gone 
into the question of the propored electrical equipment of these lines, 
and he bad also considered the scheme asa whole. It seemed to 
him that the scheme was a very aatisfactory one and well worked 
out. Hethought that a large tunnel had a distinct advantage over 
the smaller ones. It would very much tend to reduce vibration. 

The CHAIRMAN: Do you mean а 13-ft. 6-in. tunnel? 

Mejor Слврем: Yes. Continuing, WirNEss said the proposed 
rolling stock would not go into the smaller tunnels of the Central 
London Railway, and they proposed to take advantage of the 
increased size to give larger carriages. 

Cross-examined, WITNESS said he was aware that he favoured the 
Ganz system for the Metropolitan Railway, but that was an 
entirely different case to these proposed railways, which would be 
self-contained. 

Mr. Ковент E. Cooper, electrical engineer, of Westminster, 
said that, in conjunction with Sir Douglas Fox, he had gone into 
the engineering details of the proposed lines. He corroborated 
Sir Douglas Fox's evidence. He considered that the essential point 
in this, as in all tube railways, was to get a good site for the 
stations, and in the present iustance they proposed to acquire sites 
at considerable expense rather than go a little out of the way aud 
have the stations on public property. He was strongly of opinion 
that a through route was preferable to a close circuit. He regarded 
the matter of the larger tunnels as of most vital importance, both 
for the purposes of minimising vibrations, and the provision of 
ventilation. Air would be pumped into the tunnels mechanically, 
and he believed that was the only satisfactory way in which tube 
rail ways could be ventilated. 

Mr. Стлмтох Dawkins, senior partner in the absence of Mr. 
Pierpont Morgan, of the firm of J. S. Morgan & Co., gave evidence 
in favour of the schemes. He said that his firm had acted in large 
financial transactions all over the world. They took up the 
Gambetta loan, which greatly assisted the French Government. 
They were personally iuterested as promoters of this Bill. He bad 
no hesitation in saying that the capital, would be forthcoming for 
the whole of the 38 miles of line if Parliamentary sanction were 
given to them. Ава matter of fact, J. S. Morgan & Co. would have 
no hesitation in guaranteeing to find the whole of the capital, but 
that was not necessary, because the London United wished to share 
in the raising of the capital. They could have found the whole, 
but they were only too delighted to work in co-operation with 
others. 

Do you think that all the capital can be found in England ?— 
Yes, I do, but we can oer this additional source of strength that if 
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capital happened to be cheaper in America, I have no doubt we 
could get it from there if we required it. Continuing, WITNESS 
said that as regarded orders for materials, he understood that 
hitherto they had been largely placed in the United States owing 
to the fact that the material bad not been able to be purchased in 
England. He had interested himself in sending over young 
Englishmen to America to enable them to learn American methods, 
and his firm had been interested in the Siemens Bros., and the 
British Thomson-Houston Company, also the Westinghouse Com- 
pany which was now erecting large works at Manchester. It was 
oped that those firms in the future would be able to supply the 
requirements of the promoters of tube railways—that, indeed, was 
the object of those firms. Of course they were not going to bind 
themselves in any way on the question, but if material of the same 
quality and price could be obtained in England, they would never 
think of going to the cost of transporting it from America. He 
could not conceive any reasonable man indulging in such a luxury. 

Your whole object is to make these tubes pay, and the cheaper 
they can be made the better it will be for the promoters and for 
the public ?—Exactly. Continuing, Mr. Dawkins said he was 
acquainted first hand with what had been done in the United States 
in the way of providing rapid travelliug facilities for urban popu- 
laticns. In settling upon the present schemes, they had carefully 
studied the movements of the population, and had come to the con- 
clusion that the tendency was for the people to move away from 
the inner districts to the outer fringe, and on the grounds of public 
health he thought that was a tendency which should be encouraged. 
The only way to remove the congestion in the centre was to pro- 
vide rapid and cheap transit to the outer fringe, and the combined 
scheme now before their Lordships would accomplish that object, 
and by linking the tubes on to the great tramway systems which 
existed, and to others which were contemplated, it would carry the 
population still further afield. It was in order to make the co- 
operation between tubes and tramways more complete that they 
entered into combination with the London United Company. When 
they found that that company had laid down a route from Hammer- 
smith to Charing Cross practically the same as their own, they got into 
communication with them; and each having the tame interests in 
view, they came to an arrangement in a very short space of time. 
The whole basis of the arrangement was that there should be through 
fares on the tube and the tramways. They had also come to a 
friendly agreement with the City and North-East Suburban 
Company, but had failed to doso with the Central London Railway. 
There they were divided on a point of principle—the closed circuit 
as against a long through route from the north-east to the south- 
west of London. They had also endeavoured to come to an 
arrangement with the Metropolitan Railway, but had failed, because 
both Mr. Yerkes and Mr. Perks wished to leave the public to the 
mercies of the Metropolitan Railwsy between Hammeremith and 
Charing Cross. The total share capital required for the 38 miles 
was £12,000,000, and borrowing powers of £4,000,0C0. He estimated 
that the cost of raising the capital would work out at about 8 per 
cent. on the total. 

Mr. J. WHITE, the Chairman of the London United Tramways, 
gave the heads of the agreement arrived at between the Piccadilly 
and City promoters and their company. They were as follows:— 
(1) Such railways as are authorised by the Committee to be worked 
a8 one undertaking and as through routes; (2) Piccadilly and City 
to retain sole intetest in North-East London line, and in Piccadilly 
and City line as far west as Charing Cross; (3) London United Electric 
Railways to retain sole interest in tbcir.north and south route from 
Marble Arch to Clapham Junction; (4) Both parties to be jointly 
interested on equal terms in the lines respectively promoted by the 
Piccadilly and City between Charing Cross and the City, and by 
the London United Electric Railways between Hammersmith and 
Charing Cross, each party to contmue to conduct their own Bills at 
their own expense; and (5) Working arrangement with tramways 
company at through fares. 


Mr. J. Стлғтох RoniwsoN, the managing director and engineer 


of the London United Company, gave particulars as to the trains it 
was proposed to run on the lines, and said he estimated a traffic over 
the 38 miles of 252,750,000 passengers each year. On that basis tke 
earning capacity of the line would be £1,505,988, and if they took 
the working expenses at 50 per cent., although he did not think 
they would be ко high, the estimated profit would amount to 
£752,944 per annum, equal to a return of 47 per cent. on the 
capital of £16,000,000. 
The Committee then adjourned. 


SouTH Waxes ELECTRICAL POWER DisrRIBUTION COMPANY. 


Tum South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Company Bill, 
which empowers the company to acquire further land for an 
additional generating station and also to acquire provisional orders 
granted to local authorities, came before the Chairman of Ways and 
Means of the House of Commons as an unopposed measure on 


Tuesday. The Bill was ordered to be reported to the House for 
third reading. 


ELECTRIC LIOH TIN FrovisionaL ORDER Вил, No. 2. 


On Tuesday Electric Lighting Provisional Order No. 2 was before 
the Chairman of Wavs and Means of the House сЁ Commons as an 
unopposed measure, and was ordered to be reported for third reading. 
The Bill confirms provisional orders granted to the local authorities 
of Beeston, Carnarvon, Easton, Hebden Bridge, Mytholmroyd, 
Otley, South Bank-in-Normanby, Stockton, Thornaby-on-Tees, and 
Tipton. 


DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE ELECTRICO PowER BILL. 


Тнв Bill, which has already passed through the House of Commons, 
Came аз an unopposed measure before the Earl of Morley, chairman 
of committees in the House of Lords, on Tuesday. The Bill is to 
amend the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Act, 
1901, so as to provide that so much of Sec. 30 of that Act as pro- 
hibits the construction of stations for generating electricity else- 
where than on the land described in the schedule to that Act, shall 
be repealed. Mr. Brady, solicitor, having formally proved the pre- 
ámble, the Chairman went through the clauses of the Bill and 
allowed it to pass the Committee stage, and the Bill was ordered to 
be reported for third reading. | 


ERDINGTON Tramways BILL. 
Tuis Bill, which has already been through the House of Commons, 


came on Tuesday before Lord Morley's Committee of the House of 


Lords on Unopposed Bills, and the preamble having been proved the 
Bill was ordered to go forward for third reading. The Bill 
empowers the Urban District Council of Erdington to construct and 
work tramways. | 


NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE Tramways BILL. 


TuE North Staffordshire Tramways Bill should have come before 
a Select Committee of the House of Lords on Wednesday, but 
opposition having been withdrawn, the Bill will be proceeded with 
аз an unopposed measure. 


HALIFAX CORPORATION BILL. 


A SELECT Committee of the House of Commons on Wednesday of 
last week commenced the consideration of the Halifax Corporation 
Bill, in which the Corporation seek, inter alia, to extend the tramway 
eystem, to develop the electricity undertakings and to establish 
within the borough a municipal telephone system. 

Mr. BaLrour Browns, K.C., for the promoters, explained that 
it was sought to obtain a new route for the additional tramway 
between Rochdale Road, Halifax, and Sowerby Bridge, which was 
tanctioned by the Bill of 1900. The tramway was proposed to be 
made to and through Sowerby Bridge, but for various reasons it 
was found difficult to carry out the work, and a new route was 
proposed, which for a length of 195 yards would pass through land 
owned by Major Edwards, and face land owned by Mr. Standeven. 
The road was open to the public at times, but it was a private road, 
and no one could use it as a matter of right. The tramway was 
required for the convenience of the 12,000 people at Sowerby 
Bridge. Major Edwards gave his support to the Bill, but Mr. 
Standeven opposed it, and the question was— was that gentleman to 
be allowed to stand in the way of what would be a gréat advantage 
to the public? 

Major Edwards and Mr. J. H. Whitley, M.P., gave evidence in 
support of the Bill, after which Mr. Standeven gave evidence iu 
opposition, stating that be objected to the tramway because it 
would pass along a road on land which he had bought, and thus interfere 
with the enjoyment of his property, and he also considered it 
unnecessary. 

Having heard evidence with regard to other parts of the Bill, the 
preamble was declared proved. 


ELECTRIC Lighting PROVISIONAL ORDER, No. 3. 


ELECTRIC Lighting Provisional Order No. 3 came before the 
Chairman of Ways and Means of the House of Commons as an 
unopposed measure on Tuesday. The Bill deals with the electric 
lighting orders of Abram, Holyhead, Huckuall Torkard, Leyland, 
Loutb, Penrath, Saddleworth, Springhead, Ty desley-with-Sbakerley, 
and West І, ughton. The Dill was ordered to be reported for third 
reading. 


DonEGAL RAILWAY. 


On 18th inst. the Donegal Railway Bill came before Lord Morley’s 
Committee of the House of Lords on Unopposed Bills, and was 
ordered to go forward. The object of the Bill is for attaching a 
preference to the capital and be used for the Ballyshannon exten- 
sion; for the consolidation and conversion of the capital of the 
company; to repeal the provisions of former Acts as to separate 
undertakings; to further extend the time for the completion of the 
Ballyshannon line ; and to authorise the company to work its under- 
taking by electricity, and to erect a generating station on certain 
lands belonging to the company. 


NonrH METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SUPPLY BILL. 


THE petition of the Middlesex County Council (except as against 
the provisions of the Bill wnich authorise interference with main 
roads and county bridges vested in them) has been disallowed by 
the Court of Referees. 


STANDING OBDER PROOFS. 


THE Middlesex County Council Tramways, the Gloucester Electric 
Power Bill, the Manchester Corporation Tramways Bill, and the 
Manchester and Liverpool Express Railway Bill, have passed th: 
Examiner of the House of Lords as complying with Standing 
Orders. 
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WHAT IS А NUISANCE? 


At Willesden last week, the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Company, Limited, of 16, Stafford Place, W., was summoned 
for causing or allowing black smoke to be discharged from a 
chimney shaft at their works in Acton Lane, Willesden, во as to be 
а nuisance, after notice to abate, on February 21st and 28th, and on 
April 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 7th. 

Mr. Bartley Dennis appeared for the Willesden District Council, 
and R. D. Muir for the defendants. 

Mr. Мов submitted the summons was bad, as four offences were 
charged on one information; further, that a case was sub judice in 
the High Court as to whether a company could be summoned in 
a Police Court—a Pearkes’ butter case: | 

Mr. BARTLEY Dennis said that was under the Food and Drugs 
Act, and it was clear that a company could be summoned under 
the Public Health Acts, and under that Act also he contended the 
summons was good. 

The Bench upheld Mr. Muir's view as to the summons, but it was 
agreed that the case should proceed with reference to one date 
only — February 21st. | 

JOHN CLEMENTS, assistant sanitary inspector, deposed to seeing 
" & black stream " of smoke coming from the shaft for 10 minutes. 
The Bench upheld Mr. Muir's contention that the witness could 
not give evidence as to a recurrence of the alleged nuisance. 

Mr. Мов contended there was no case even if the Court had 
jurisdiction. 

CLEMENTS, in answer to the Bench, said there were no blacks 
descending. 

Mr. BanrLEY DENNIS said there must have been. This was a 
very serious offence, and the Corporation had been causing this 
nuisance for two years. They admitted the nuisance in corre- 
spondence. 

Mr. Luke said the Bench thought no nuisance proved under the 
Act, and would not admit the correspondence. 

Mr. BARTLEY Dennis said the inspector reported it as a nuisance, 
and such a volume of black smoke must be a nuisance. 

Mr. Luxe: Will you define what is a nuisance ? 

Mr. BaBTLEX Dennis: Anything that makes life less comfortable 
or enjoyable to anybody. I submit a nuisance has been proved, and 
I formally tender evidence as to dates before and after February 
21st, and proof of a previous conviction. | 

Mr. Luke: We hold that no nuisance within the meaning of the 
Act has been proved, and dismiss the summons, 


Н. M. Satmony & Co., LITE D, v. N. Burt & Co. 


THIS was а claim by Mesers. Salmony & Co., of New Compton 
Street, Charing Cross Road, manufacturing electricians, against 
Messrs. Burt, of Oxford Street, brought before his Honour, Judge 
Woodfall, in the Westminster County Court, on Wednesday last 
week. Plaintiffs claimed £1 118. for work done, and defendants 
counterclaimed £42, which they alleged having to spend owing to 
‘plaintiffs’ bad work. 

Mr. F. W. SHERWOOD was counsel for the defendants, and it was 
agreed that he should open the case. Defendants, he said, were 
art decorators, and if they had electrical work in their contracts, 
they sub-let that part as they were not electrical experts. They 
had a contract for decorating, &c., at the Imperial Restaurant, 
Regent Street, and the plaintiffs were to supply six Upton arcs to 
hang outside. They were a total failure, and the claim was for 
work done in a vain attempt to put them right. The plaintiffs’ 
manager, Mr. Rosenberg, guaranteed the lights for 12 months, but it 
was not necessary, he contended, to rely on that guarantee, as 
proper goods must be supplied. There was some misunderstanding, 
and defendants paid for the lights, and six more were to be supplied. 
From the very first they were a failure, and the lights had to be 
taken down, and defendants put up others in their place, and spent 
the amount claimed. 

Mr. MERTON, solicitor for the plaintiffs, explained ‘о the J udge 
that the lamps were sold out and out, and the work was “ thrown 
in.” The £4 11s. was for work done to order. 

CHARLES HARLEY Burr said he traded as N. Burt & Co. He 
gave evidence in support of counsel's opening, and stated he sup- 
ү the cases and globes himself. Mr. Rosenberg guaranteed the 

mps would work in perfect order for 12 months, and agreed to 
send an electrician to adjust the lamps if there was any difficulty. 
There was another lamp fixed after, making seven, and the agreed 
price was £5 each. He paid about £60 in all to the plaintiffs, 

Mr. Merron: £35 was paid for the first seven lamps. 

Mr. Burt: I paid for everything. He went on to state that the 
lamps would not work satisfactorily for 24 hours, and Mr. Rosen- 
berg said it was through a defect that could be easily remedied. He 
then offered to take the lamps away if he would lend him £150 
on the security of £2,000 in debentures of the plaintiff company. 
He declined to lend the money. 

Mr. MRRTON: He was nct in our employ then. 

Mr. Burt: He was managing director of the company. 

Cross-examined : Rosenberg guaranteed the Upton the best lamp 


on the market. Plaintiffs did not provide cut-outs with the lamp. . 


The coverings supplied by him (defendant) were waterproof. 
Plaintiffs did not say they were not. 

Witnesses stated that the lamps were a failure, 

Mr. Merton called JohN Epwarp Preston, who deposed that he 
was now manager of the plaintiff company. Mr. Rosenberg had 


left and was attending the Court on a subpmna. The reason these 
lamps were defective was on account of the covers supplied by the 
defendants not being watertight. 

Mr. Ernest ROSENBERG said he was managing director at the 
time of this business of the plaintiff company. No guarantee was 
given, and if the coverings had been all right the lamps would 
have been all right. The alterations were made, and nothing was 
sald until the account was sent in. 

The Јорає said that was not correct. The correspondence proved 
otherwise. | 

The WiTNESS, continuing, said if the proper coverings and cut- 
outs had been fitted the wet would have been kept out of the 
lamps and they would have burnt properly. 

Cross-examined: Could not say why he did not deny the 
guarantee in the correspondence. The reason he asked for the 
loan was with a view to Mr. Burt and himself doing each other 
turns, as both were in difficulties. | 

Mr. MERTON submitted there was no guarantee, and if there had 
been it would expire with the first order, and that the lamps were 
all right, but were made defective by defendants’ covers. 

The JupaE, without calling on Mr. Sherwood, said there was an 
implied term with every contract that the goods would be fit for 
the purpose for which they were supplied. These lamps were not 
fit. Apart from that, he found there was a guarantee. One side 
said the lamps were to be supplied without cut-outs and the other 
denied it, so he turned to the correspondence, and came to the 
conclusion that it was the plaintiffs’ fault that there were no cut- 
outs in the lamps. He found for Messrs. Burt on the claim and 
counterclaim, and the question of amount arose. First, he should 
deduct the amount of the claim from the counterclaim, and then 
he must allow for the difference in the cost of the lamps defendants 
put up, and those supplied by the plaintiffs. The new lamps were 
£6 1s., and therefore there would be £6 68. to come off the counter- 
Claim, too. In reply to counsel, he said he believed defendants 
agreed to pay the £4 11s. 8d.—they admitted that, if successful on 
the counterclaim. Judgment would be for the defendants on the 
claim and counterclaim for £31s. 2s. 4d., with costs. 


Curious ELECTRIC LIGHT SuPPLY CASE. 


At the Lambeth County Court on Wednesday before Judge Emden, 
the South London Electric Supply Corporation sued Wm. Bell, 

' fishmonger, Milkwood Road, Herne Hill], to recover £1 3s. 4d. for 
electric light supplied from August, 1901, to December last. 

DEFENDANT 8wore that in 1900 he was canvassed by a representa- 
tive of the Corporation. He agreed to take the light for a period 

‘up to September 29th, 1900, and signed a document to that effect. 
At the end of the time named he wrote to the company asking them 
to take the fittings away. The Corporation, in reply, informed him 
that he had signed to take the light for three years. Не called at 
the office twice to see the agreement, but could not do so, as it was 
stated to be at the solicitors’. As he had carefully read the docu- 
ment before signing, and was positive that there was no such clause 
as that mentioned, he refused to pay for the supply after September 
29th, 1900. He was sued for the service to August, 1901, and as he 
was not able to appear, through a sudden and severe illness, judg- 
ment went against him. 

The agreement was examined by the Judge; upon it was printed 
in small type "and this agrcement shall be operative under any 
circumstances for a period of not less than three years." 

Mr. BELL swore positively that this had been printed on the 
document after he had signed it. 

The representative of the plaintiff Corporation stated that after 
the agreements had been printed it was decided to insert the clause 
in question. The words “and this agreement, &c.," were printed 
on the already printed agreements, but before they were signed. 

Judge EMDEN suggested that the canvasser be produced. 

Mr. HARGREAVES, solicitor for the Corporation, said the man had 
been dismissed, and his whereabouts was not known. 

Judge ExDEN asked Mr. Bell was he absolutely certain the para- 
graph as to the three years was not in the document when he 
signed ? 

DEPENDANT: I am positive. Why should I sign an agreement 
for three years when my lease willbe up before then ? My daughter, 
who witnessed my signature, can, I am sure, swear that this paragraph 
in small type, which would strike anyone glancing at the document, 
was not there when I signed. 

Judge EMDEN: A very serious charge is made by this gentleman. 

The Corporation's representative asked for an adjournment. Some 
hundreds of cases would be affected by the decision. He wanted to 
call the printer. 

Judge EmpEN granted an adjournment for a fortnight in order 
that the printer and the defendant's daughter might be produced 


HowaARD v. BAKER STREET AND WATERLOO RAILWAY COMPANY. 


BEronE Mr. Under-Sheriff Burchell and a special jury at the 
London Sheriffs' Court this action for compensation came up for 
the assessment of damages. Plaintiff, who had held the premises, 
11, Cornwall Terrace, Regent’s Park, on a 20 years’ lease since 1892, 
the annual rental being £200, and the claimant entering into a 
covenant to spend £500 on repairs, became aware in August, 1900, 
tbat a subsidence was taking place, and that the walls of the house 
were cracking. This deterioration was attributed to borings that 
were being made beneath the property by the company. The value 
of the property, counsel contended, had been deteriorated to the 


= — | 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. No. 1,274, APRIL 25, 1902. 


ААА ААБ ААҺА 


extent of at least £50 per annum. Experts were called on behalf 
of the claimant and for the railway company. 
The jury awarded the claimant £357 damages. 


EASTERN AND SOUTH AFRICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY v. CAPE 
Town Tramway COMPANIES. 


THE Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on Monday dismissed 
the appeal in this case, which was recently mentioned at length 
in an article in the Evecrrican Review. The full judgment 
appears in the Times for Tuesday, 22nd inst. 


Borovan or ISLINGTON v. Gas LIGHT AND Соке COMPANY. 


THE hearing of this claim, which has already been mentioned in 
our columns, and upon which we base an article which appears on 
another page of this issue, was resumed at Clerkenwell County 
Court last week, and judgment was given for the plaintiffs for the 
amount claimed, with costs, stay of execution being granted for 
21 days to give defendants leave to appeal. The claim was for 
damage done to certain of plaintiffs’ electric light mains and boxes 
by a gas explosion iast October. 


Reason MANUFACTURING Company, LIMITED, v. Ernest F. Mor. 


IN the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Monday 
this case came before Mr. Justice Byrne. It was an action by the 
plaintiff company against the defendant for alleged infringement of 
patent. The plaintiffs claimed an injunction to restrain the alleged 
infringement and also damages. 

Mr. F. Moulton, K.C., and Mr. J. С. Graham appeared for the 
plaintiffs; Mr. T. Terrell, K.C., and Mr. A. J. Walter for the 
defendant. 

Mr. Мосгтом, in opening the plaintiffs’ case, said that the 
patent in question was one of a very simple character, which would 
not entail on his Lordship any very long investigation as to 
priorities. It was a patent for boxes for covering electric fuses in 
a manner in which the danger of two fuses being got at was com- 
pletely avoided. The danger of touching one fuse was compara- 
tively nothing compared with the danger of touching two, because 
it was the relative difference of potential which was the real 
mcasure of the electric danger. In 1894 his clients, or rather the 
patentee of the patent on which the plaintiffs were now suing, 
devised a method of protecting their fuses in such a way that it 
in no way prevented them from being reached readily. Prior 
to this time the fuses were usually put in the same box, and some- 
times the box was divided by a partition so that if you touched one 
fuse, you would not be liable to touch the two. Sometimes they 
were put in two boxes, the boxes being made deep to obviate the 
danger. The patentee abandoned all that, and made his fuse box so 
that instead of having high sides, it practically had no sides at all. 
He made the top very deep, and he put the fuse boxes back to back so 
that each of them automaticatly prevented the one being opened 
when the other was open. By putting tbe two in that position—by 
arranging them 80, and constructing them so—the patentee solved 
the difficulty that had been felt up to that time, and since 1894 
tbese fuse boxes had been in very large request, over 100,000 of 
them having been sold. So far as he could see there was no 
difference between this invention and the alleged infringement. 

Mr. Justice BvRNE: What is the defence? ' 

Mr. MourToN: Non-utility. 

Mr. TERRELL: I say there is no subject matter. 

Mr. Моогтох: That is what I expected. 

Mr. TERRELL: І say there is no subject matter, and if they want 
to make out their subject matter, then there would be no infringe- 
ment. i 

Mr. Mour.ron said that his learned friend could take that second 
alternative. He did not think he had any reason to be surprised 
that he was parsimonious in throwing away his defence. He should 
not trouble his Lordship more about infrirgement or utility—that 
would be proved by the evidence. 

Mr. Justice Byrne: You can get rid of the utility“ point 
probably, Mr. Terrell. 

Mr. TERRELL: It is part and parcel of subject matter. 
told your Lordship substantially what our case is. 

Mr. Movrox, continuing, said that with regard to subject 
matter, the patentee had accomplished something which had never 
been accomplished before, partly by arrangement, and partly by 
construction. The defendant bad said in the pleadings that there 
were interlocking arrangements in railway signals. Of course 
there were. But because you had made one interlocking arranve- 
ment which was successful for a particular type of machinery, was 
it to be said that there was no subject matter in any other inter- 
locking arrangement of a different kind? If the patentee, without 
adding to the expense, without bringing in one extra piece, by 
this ingenious moditication of construction and arrangement, was 
able to give in this particular case, and in these particular circum- 
stances, safety and security very cheaply, why in the world did it 
militate against that being a good invention, because other people 
in dealing with the very much more complex case of railway 
aignalling rods, &c., had already used interlocking arrangements ? 
What bad that got to do with the presence or abseuce of 
subject matter? <A person might say there was no subject 
matter, and ask what the patentee had done. The answer 


I have 


was that nobody before had ever solved what was known to be the 
difficulty and danger to be guarded against. What the defendant 


had done seven or eight years afterwards was to put on the market 


boxes which took everything from the invention of 1894. He 
(counsel) said that there was here utility, novelty, invention, and 
infringement of the most palpable kind. 

Mr. Jauzs LORRAINE said he was a consulting engineer and a 
member of the Institutions of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. 
He was familiar with the history of electrical invention in this 
connection. The witness having explained to his Lordship the 
object of fuses, said it was quite а common thing for them to give 
way, and the consequence was that new ones had to be put in. In 
opening the fuse box, if both fuses were exposed, there was great 
danger of what was known as “short-circuiting.” Fuses were 
mainly putin by people who were unskilled or careless. These 
short-circuite were more or less common in cases of this kind. The 
purpose of this invention was to obviate the chance of any such 
accident taking place. Down to 1894 he did not know any devices 
which achieved that object. There wasno cheap or efficient device 
for preventing short-circuiting. He kuew, from his own knowledge, 
that this was something which had been looked for for some time 
by electrical engineers. The invention claimed in the plaintiffs' 
specification was the construction and arrangement of fuse boxes. 
The construction as claimed consisted of having a particularly deep 
lid and a very shallow box or body. The shallow box or body 
allowed the operator to get ready access to the fuse. He had 
never seen a fuse box of that particular construction before the 
date of this specification. The arrangement was this: the boxes 
were placed back to back, and tbelids being very deep only one 
of the lids opened at & time. In the alleged infringement the 
construction or arrangement was the same as that described by the 
patentee. In his opinion the plaintiffs’ invention was useful and 
largely used. . 

Cross-examined by Mr. TERRELL: Fuse-boxes were old at the 
date of this patent. The arrangement of two or more fuses in one 
box was old. He did not know of any fuse-box with deep lids 
before the date of this specification. A fuse-box with a deep lid 
and shallow body wasnew. The depth of the lid was one considera- 
tion and the distance apart of the two boxes was another. Asked 
whether, supposing tbe distance apart were adjusted, two shallow 
lids would produce the same result as the two deep lids, witness 
replied that might or might not be. The adjusting of the distances 
apart v as not of the essence of the invention. So faras arrangement was 
concerned, the essence of the invention was putting the boxes so 
close together back to back that when the lid of one was opened 
it interfered with part of the other—it intruded itself as an 
obstacle. In his opinion, plaintiffs’ invention was both useful and 
new. 

Evidence was then given by Mr. James Swinburne and other 
witnesses in support of the plaintiffs’ case. | 

Mr. SWINBURNE stated in his evidence that he regarded the 
invention as of very great utility, and in his opinion it was sufficient 
to protect against the consequences of negligence and carelessness 
in short circuiting, apart from usefulness. The witness added that 
he thought the apparatus involved invention and ingenuity. He did 
not know of anything like it before. 

Mr. TERRELL, on behalf of the defendant, contended that there 
was no subject matter in the plaintiffs’ letters patent. There was 
no doubt that this was a very good fuse-box, but there was no 
invention init. All that the patentee seemed to have done was to 
select the sort of fuse-boxes which would do, and placed them back 
to back so close together that one could not be opened when the 
other was opened. That was all the invention which was claimed, 
and that, he submitted, was not sufficient to support a patent. 

Mr. Ernest F. Moy, the managing director of the defendant 
company, and Mr. WILIA WorBy BrzacMONT, consulting 
engineer and expert, gave evidence to the effect that there was no 
novelty in the idea of placing boxes so close together that on one being 
opened it would place an obstacle in the way of the other beirg 


opened. 


On Wednesday, Mr. Justice Byrne, in giving judgment, said this 
was an actior to restrain the infringement of a patent which had 
relation to boxes or covers for electricity supply mains. ‘The object 
of the invention was to avoid the dangers and inconveniences of 
"short-circuiting." The patent was for the construction and 
arrangement of electric fuse boxes which automatically prevented 
access being obtained to more than one at a time. The main ob- 
jection taken was want of subject matter. With reference to the 
boxes themselves, there was no novelty about them, but that what 
had been done was novel, he thought, was proved, and also that it 
was useful. There had been a large sale of the patented boxes, and 
the question that remained was whether there was suflicient inven- 
tion to support a patent. Though the invention was not e great 
one, in his opinion there was invention in the construction and 
arrangement ot boxes as the present boxes were arranged. Fairly 
used, this invention did, to his mind, obviate what it was desir- 
able to obviate, was useful, novel, and contained some invention. 
Under these circumstances, he thought he ought to grant the 
injunction. 

Сосхѕкі, for the plaintiffs asked his Lordship to certify that the 
patents came in question, and that the particulars of breaches were 
reasonable and proper. He added that the plaintiffa would take an 
inquiry as to damaves and delivery-up of the infringing articles. 

Mr. Justice Byrne: Yes. 

Mr. TERRELL asked for a stay of execution. 

Mr. Justice Byrne acceded to the application, defendants under- 
taking to give notice of appeal within a week, but refused an appli- 
cation for the stay of the injunction. 


` 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Design of Direct Current Machines. | 
. In your issue of the 28th ult., an article by Mr. Rankin 


Kennedy raises several important points with reference to 


the above question. Therein he complains that there is no 
definite formula, other than that of an empirical character, 
by which the dimensions of a machine for ‘a given output 
may be determined. He might also have stated that a large 
number of the empirical formule provided for the solution 
of the problem are based on altogether irrelevant features, 
such, for instance, as the rule quoted, stipulating that the 
total losses must not exceed a certain amount per unit area 
of radiating surface. Surely it will be admitted that, with 
` projection type armatures, having а reasonable number and 
proportion of slots, and properly laminated, the conductors 
being operated at a moderate current density per sectional 
square inch, it is practically impossible for the losses to 
exceed a perfectly safe figure, по matter how strong a field 
the armature rotates in, accepting the limits at present 
defined by the physical characteristics of the materials 
commercially employed, and from which the magnetic circnit 
is built up. Some authorities would impose a limit as to the 
minimum strength of the reversing field, and others, as Mr. 
Kennedy suggests, to the ratio between ampere-turns on arma- 
ture and field coils respectively. Neither of these provisions 
deals definitely with the matter, the former being obsolete on 
account of the fact that, with projection-type armatures and 
Short air-gaps, much higher densities than with smooth 
cores are easily obtained ; and the latter being indefinite, 
owing to ће rapid increase in magnetising force required, 
after the flux density is pushed beyond a certain point. The 
fact, however, remaius, that, the greater the total flux in 
а given machine, the better is commutation effected ; there- 
fore, in my opinion, the only safe basis on which we can 
work is the relation between the total flux and the output or 
inpnt of the machine. | 

The way in which we can determine this relation with- 
out referring to the linear dimensions of previously 
constructed machines is to establish values for the following 
quantities :— | 

1. The flux density at the surface of pole shoe, and the 
proportion of length of armature to diameter, by which we 
can obtain ап expression showing the relation between the 
total flux and the diameter of the armature. | 

2. The flux density at the roots of teeth, thus fixing a 
ratio comparing the respective densities at pole shoe and 
roots of teeth. | 

3. The sectional area of the total slots in the armature 
relative to the diameter of same. 

4. A peripheral speed, equal to c revolutions per second, 
divided by the diameter. 

5. A space factor in terms of the diameter showing the 


relation between the sectional area of the whole of the con- 


ductors in a slot and the sectional area of the slot itself. 

6. A current density factor, in terms of the diameter, and 
equivalent to that found in practice multiplied by 2, 
assuming a two-circuit winding. 

It is not impossible to obtain reasonably accurate quan- 
tities representing these expressions which enable us to show 
a direct relation between the size of the armature and the 
capacity of same, the absence of a formula for which Mr. 
Kennedy deplores. The methods by which these quantities 
are arrived at are fully detailed in an article shortly appear- 
ing in the Practical Engineer. It will be sufficient, there- 
fore, to state here briefly the principles underlying the 
application of same. | 

А flux density of 40 kilolines per square inch at surface 
of pole shoe, and 120 kilolines at roots of teeth, giving a 
ratio of 1 to 3, is assumed, also a length of armature 
approximately equal to two-thirds the diameter, р, so that 
the total flux is 025 р?, 

The total gross area of the slots is very accurately repre- 


3 
sented by 2 assuming that & correct depth of slot is chosen, 
6 


so as to secure the maximum possible winding space with- 
out interfering with the {requisite cross-section at roots of 
teeth. 


A constant peripheral speed is assumed of 19 revs. рег 
second. 

The two remaining quantities, the space factor and the 
current density factor, are more difficult to express in terms 
of D; the former increases with the diameter, and the latter 
necessarily decreases, owing to the greater sectional area of 
the conductors involved. The increment of one might be 
supposed to equal the decrement of the other. However, 
for machines up to 50-Kw. output, the following expres- 


sions are fairly good :—Space factor, v 


T current density 


It is evident that the output in watts will be 
025 p? | n* мр, 10,000, 150 
^ 100 6 12 ^ Jp 


A table might be prepared by those interested in the 
matter from the above dats, including diameters from, say, 
6 to 18 in., showing the total flux, the area of the slots, the 
space factor, current density and output in watts, in 
numerical quantities for each size, from which it will be 
seen that the flux per kilowatt output. is disproportionately 
larger in the small sizes, and subsequently a constantly 
decreasing quantity, which explains the fact that in small 
machines the heating of the conductors becomes the true 
limit of output, and in the larger sizes effective com- 
mutation. At first sight, the value fixed for the area of the 
slots may seem excessive, especially if compared with modern 
machines of large dimensions ; it is, however, based on the 
fact that a depth of slot equal to 127 р + *0625 in., assuming 
the total number of slots equal to 4 р, with an insulating 
trough and division in each, ү in. thick, provides 
the marimum winding space under the conditions as to 
flux ratio enunciated above, without encroaching upon 


= 5:9 рё. (1) 


the requisite sectional area at roots of teeth. This, by the 


way, makes the width of the slot in each instance, z being 
the depth of same, 


5236 in. — 22) 


so that the number and dimensions of the slots may be added 
to the table before mentioned. 

The foregoing are, in my opinion, the main considerations 
affecting the design of continuous current machines, it being 
possible to assign a definite value to each quantity involved 
with some little experience of the conditions under which 
such machines operate. It is also obvious that the question 
of commutation becomes increasingly prominent with increase 
of dimensions, owing to the fact that the available winding 
space, and consequently: the current carrying capacity, pure 
and simple, of the conductors, increases in proportion to the 
square of the diameter of srmature, in which case the 
subsidiary questions of the number of turns per section, the 
average voltage per segment of commutator, the sub-division 
of the commutated current by providing additional paths 
through the armature windings, and largely in consequence, 
the reactance voltage of the commutated coils, &c., must 
receive greater attention. It is significant that the winding 
space usually provided in machines of any magnitude varies 
from one-third to one-sixth of that specified here, some of 


1°57 7 


. which is probably relinquished from electrical and mechanical 


considerations of minor importance ; a large portion is, 
however, undoubtedly thrown away intuitively, or otherwise, 
by the designer, with a view to maintain the flux per kilowatt 
output as high as possible. | 
John H. Hindle. 
Manchester, April 11th, 1902. 


Electric Wiring Methods of To-Day, with Special Reference 
to Conduit Systems. 


I have read with interest Mr. Bathurst's article, which 
points out the advantage of a good welded tube over a split 
one, and while Mr. Bathurst admits the commercial advan- 
tage which may arise from pushing a plain rather than a 
lined tube, I cannot find that he withdraws his belief in the 
practical superiority of a lined pipe ; however, I think Mr. 


F 


682 


Waterhouse’s reply is more personal than technical, and 
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that Mr. Bathurst can safely be left to look after himself. 


T note that Mr. Waterhouse seems somewhat sceptical as 
to the possibility of cold bending of the class of steel tube 


that Mr. Bathurst employed with his lined pipes, and which 
'T anticipate he intends to use with his “ Armorduct.” I 
may add that I have had no difficulty in bending and setting 
the various sizes of lined pipes up to 14 in. on the job, 
with the crude appliances I employed, viz. a 3-in. deal 
plank with a number of holes bored, suitable to the size of 
conduit to be bent or set. | 
I may also mention that on the present installation I am 
in charge of, I have set 2} in. lined pipe without any 


damage to the lining whatever. 


If Mr. Waterhouse or any 


other qualified engineer would care to visit the Newport 
(Mon.) Workhouse, І should have great pleasure in giving 
them any information they may require, as the system is 


entirely surface work. 


M. E. Heaton. 


April 21st, 1902. / 


I fail to find in my article appearing under the above 
heading in your issue of the 11th inst., any direct mention 
of a particular company or firm, or any insinuations about 
commercial intentions; such as might be expected to draw a 
reply so personal as the letter of Mr. L. M. Waterhouse in 
your “ Correspondence” column of the 18th inst. 

Your correspondent says that he holds no brief from the 
rolled-steel tube manufacturers, but if I am informed 
correctly, the system of wiring in which he is commercially 
interested, owes its success mainly to. the productive effort 
of & certain well-known Birmingham bedstead-tube manu- 


facturer. 


However this may be, I regret that your correspondent 
takes my general comments so personally, and I would as 
strenuously assure him that my review of wiring methods 
was taken from a different standpoint, and without desiring 
to involve any personal rancour. 

The“ germ" of the idea of а close joint tube for electric 
wiring fecundated by reason of the vigorous efforts of a well- 
known electrical supply house—with whom I was connected 
—to obtain a cheap armouring for the early form of 


insulating conduit. 


Most of the Birmingham bedstead and 


other tube makers were at that time (1895—6) canvassed, 
and some thousands of feet of thin wall tube ordered to be 
drawn over insulating tubes, with the object of providing an 


efficient and low cost electrical conduit. 


However, it was 


decided that a properly welded joint was to be preferred to 
the makeshift” seam of a rolled jointed tube, and the 
utilisation of such tubes was then dropped, to become resus- 
citated later, when the commercial conditions of the elec- 
trical wiring business favoured their reintroduction in 
another guise. 

I am quite willing to discuss the pros and rons with your 
correspondent, although he should by no means take it that 
I have forsaken my early penchant for, and belief in, an 
insulating lined conduit, but until scientific perfection leads 
us more practically in that direction, it is commercially 
advantageous to bend to the demand for **cheapness " rather 


than economic superiority. 


With this more mercenary aim 


in view, it is quite permissible to question the use of bed- 
stead tubing as well as of bare gas piping, and state my belief 
that electric wiring development can be best kept on the 
road of progress by discouraging the use of either of the 


above, 


What seems to be wanted at the moment is a mechanically 
strong, moisture-resisting bendable tube that will come inter- 
mediate in price, lower, if possible, between a heavy wall 
close joint brazed tube and an ordinary gas pipe, and which 
shall also offer special qualities, possessed by neither of the 


above, in respect to electrical requirements. 


It may be a 


` “glorified” gas pipe, but, being во, it is well to ensure that 
such a tube specially designed for electrica] work should be 
distinctively designated, and in this respect I have ventured 
upon the use of ** Armorduct.” 

There is no need, however, in your columns to enter upon 
the personalities of the advocates of the different systems of 
wiring, a8 your space is better intended for the discussion 
of the technical, commercial, and scientific conditions pre- 


valling. 


The necessity of a solution of the wiring question 
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presseg heavily upon most of us, and the best interests. of 
the electrical industry call for direct and incisive discussion, 
in which there is the least personal animadversion.. 


Fred. Bathurst. 


Electric Welding. 


In reply to the inquiry on this subject in our last issue, 
Messrs. Veritys, Limited, the Steel Barrel Company, Limited, 
of Uxbridge, and Mr. T. Scott Anderson, of Sheffield, inform 
us that they are interested in electric welding, and they have 
been placed in communication with our correspondent.— 
Eps. El. EO. REV. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 
WEBE ENDING APRIL 23BD, 1901. WEEK ENDING APRIL 22ND, 1902. 


! 

| 
Amsterdam .. .. Value £65 | Aarhuus. Teleg. cable. Value £52 
Bombay  .. - .. .. 265 Alexandria. we T . M6 
Brisbane. Teleph. cable .. .. 1,953 ; Amsterdam 6% З .. 130 
Buenos Ayres .. " .. 227 Auckland sa .. 210 
i Teleph. cable .. 120 ; Buenos Ayres. Teleg.cable. .. 160 
Calcutta s oF .. 4,002 | Кя Teleg. mat. #96 
Cape Town .. T vs ‚‚ 17 | Calcutta es ia .. 1,708 
" Teley. mat... .. 790 Cape Town. <4 > .. 319 
Coiombo ; x - 165 ñ “Teleg. mat. . . 1,143 
Durban “> nOD 942 | Channel Islands. 60 
‘i Teleph. mat. .. 149 | Christiania. Teleg. wire МХ 24 
East London st 189 Colombo ae AA x 12 
$5 Teleg. mat. 117 | Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 25 
Fremantle .. Sa Vs 277 ;, Durban be x ie .. 579 
Hamburg os we 1,080 East London #5 T .. 548 
i Teleg. mat... 200 Fremantle .. $5 26 i 42 
Mauritius . 2 T 15 Hamburg vis E . . 217 
Melbourne .. 22 Karachi T X T 60 
Ostend 828 ae .. 866 Melbourne .. »5 ive ә 85 
Paris os ee ee ee es 126 Odessa ee ee . m ee 190 
Port Chalmers. 96 s 28 Otago.. - ae " ay 40 
Port Elizabeth  .. vs .. 743 Perth "T sx ©» ©» 45 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire .. 429 Reval.. "E RN Se © 14 
Buez. Teleg. mat. as .. 212 ! Sierra Leone. . Teleg. cable. .. 6,500 
Sydney Е vs . 1,988 Stockholm. Teleg. wire .. 888 
Vigo .. 80 г ae id 11 Sydney is 2 xs » 104 
Yokohama .. s x .. 2,285 „ Teleg. wire .. 478 
Zanzibar — 2 s i 11 Valparaiso. Teleg. wire. . 816 
Wellington .. T z s 21 
Fs Teleg. mat. . 256 
Total T £17,509 Total £14,803 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Cape Town. Elec. mat. Value £25 
East London, Elec. apparatus. 17 


— 


Total вә „„ £42 


— 


Are Lighting.— We are informed that the contracts for 
arc lighting at Islington, and for the trolley lighting at Dudley, 
have been placed with the Improved Electric Glow Lamp Com- 
pany, Limited. 


Armalac.— Mr. F. J. Down, of Harpenden, Herts, has 
sent us a copy of his latest pamphlet on insulating compounds with 
special reference to Armalac," a varnish which is most extensively 
employed by American machinery builders. It affords an excellent 
and permanent insulation for armatures and field magnets, and for 
other purposes. It does not dry hard, but remains slightly plastic 
so that it does not chip like shellac or copal varnishes; it dries 
quickly, but is not brittle. It is said to be unaffected by oleic acid or 
oils; to have a very high melting point (500° F.); and to give and 
maintain an exceptional initial insulation. Mr. Down also supplies 
G.E. cement, a form of Armalac for building up compound 
insulation ; also Enamelac for painting controllers, bonds, and for 
second-class work. His Insulac is also suitable for certain purposes 
which are mentioned in one of the lists which he has 
placed before us. Copies of these circulars may be obtained on 
application. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—At a sitting of the London 
Bankruptcy Court held on the 18th inst., before Mr. Registrar 
Brougham, an order of discharge was applied for on behalf of 
Lawrence John Lawrence, electrical engineer, who traded at 5, 
Stafford Street, Old Bond Strect, W., under the style of Lawrence 
and Butcher. Mr. G. W. Chapman, Official Receiver, reported that 
the bankrupt failed in August, 1899, owing £334 8s. 7d., and pos- 
sessing assets valued at £5. He commenced business without 
capital early in 1895, and six months later was joined by a partner 
who introduced £200 capital. The firm traded as Lawrence and 
Butcher until June, 1897, when Mr. Butcher withdrew and was 
paid £120 for his half-share in the business. The baukr'pt con- 
tinued the business alone under the same style until June, 1899, 
when his stock aud effects were seized for rent. He ascribed his 
failure chiefly to his own illness and to loss by under-estimating on 
contracts. It appeared that he became insolvent in October or 
November, 1898, chiefly owing to loss on two contracts, and in 
December he attempted to form a. company to take over the busi- 
ness. A company was formed but nothing further was done, and 
the, bankrupt continued to trade until the following June. The 
offences reported were: (1) Insufficiency of assets to pay 10s. in 
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the £ to the creditors; (2) imperfect books; and (3) trading with 
knowledge of insolvency. His Honour imposed a further suspen- 
sion of two years. 

At Walsall County Court on 17th inst. the examination in bank- 
ruptcy took place of Lewis Bayliss, electrical accessories manu- 
facturer; whose case has already been mentioned in our columns. 
The statement of affairs showed total liabilities expected to rank 
for dividend £2,225 16s. 11d., and a deficiency «f £1,786 6s. 8d. 
The examination was adjourned to May 7th. 


Liquidations.— The Reno Electric Stairways and Con- 
veyors, Limited, meeting at 70, Finsbury Pavement, E.C., on March 


. 24th and April 8th, resolved to wind up voluntarily with Mr. 


G. H. Hewlett as liquidator. ; 

Mesars. Mackey, Mackey & Co, Limited, of Tulip Place, Ber- 
mondsey, are winding up voluntarily, it having been proved "that 
the company cannot, by reason of its liabilities, continue its 
business," Mr. J. A. D. Mackey is liquidator. 


Books Received.—“ Small Dynamos and Motors,” by 
F. E. Powell. London: Dawbarn & Ward, Limited. 6d. net. 

A Treatise on the Relations of Force aud Matter,” by J. A. Shaw. 
London: The Scientific Press, Limited. Gd. 

The Electric Arc,” by Hertha Ayrton. London: The Electrician 
Printing and Publishing Company, Limited. 12s. 6d. 


Buxton.—The Town Hall and municipal offices have 
been lighted throughout with electricity, the large Assembly Hall 
being particularly effective, baving three very large iron and copper 
electroliers made by Messrs. Soutter & Sons, Limited, Birmingham, 
апа massive wall brackets to match. The whole of the work has 
been carried out by Mr. W. R. Brown, of Maccles§eld and Buxton, 
who has also just completed an installation of about 700 lights, and 
organised the bell and telephone service at the Palace Hotel ;n the 


eame famous watering place. 


Catalogues and Lists, — The Cambridge Scientific 
Instrument Company, Limited, of Cambridge, who are the sole 
makers of Duddell's patent portable oscillograph, are sending 
out an illustrated list of this apparatus with full details thereof, 
also a diagram of connections with direction for using, and a note 
of prices. | 

Messrs. Joseph Adamson & Co., of Hyde, are circulating а 
pamphlet reprinting the description of а 10-ton “Goliath " electric 
travelling crane which appeared in our columns last November; also 
one reprinting an article from the Mechanical Engineer, which 
described a 75-ton four-motor electric travelling crane supplied by 
the firm for Messrs. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Limited. These 
two lists are supplementary parts of Messrs. Adamson's electric over- 
head travelling cranes pamphlet issued some time ago. 

Messrs. Spiers & Pond, Limited, of Queen Victoria Street, have 
listed some very beautiful designs of decorative electric table lamps, 
in white china, and black and gold wedgewood china. They are 


illustrated in a new circular which is being sent out by the jewellery | 


and electro-plate department. 

Messrs. Isaac Griffiths & Sons, of Imperial Tube Works, 
Wednesbury, have issued an amended list dated March, 1902, of 
their enamelled steel conduit tubes and fittings. Additional 
designs in the shape of “inspections” have been introduced, and 


illustrations and prices of junction boxes and various other articles 


for their system of interior wiring have been added. The new 
inspection fittings admit of free and complete access to connections. 
The tubes and fittings are all subjected to a high temperature, 
enamelling inside and out. Messrs. Griffiths’s works are fitted up 
in up-to-date style with modern machinery, and large stocks of con- 
duits and fittings are held. Mr. John W. Fitzgerald, of Saracen’s 
Head Buildings, Saow Hill, E.C., represents the firm in London, 
and other representatives are posted in Birmingham, Leeds, Bristol 
and Glasgow. 

Mr. G. Calvert, of Mildmay Park, N., sends us a supplementary 
list describing the “Seer” transparent spark plug for petrol 
engines ; the insulation is made of annealed glass, with the leading- 
in wire sealed into it. The plug is interchangeable with De Dion 
porcelains, and possesses the great advantage that one can actually 
see whether the spark occurs properly and at the right time. The 
“ Anchor ” belt fastener, which engages with the inside of the core 
of twisted side belts, is also described. 

The B.T.H. Co. has issued one of its illustrated lists (No. 121) 
dealing with small direct current. motors of the С.А. type. 

Messrs. Hodgson Wright & Wood, of North Parade, Halifax, 
have sent us a revised price list of enclosed motors of their manu- 
facture. The motors, which are known as the Twenticth Century 
continuous current protected motors, have been moditicd so as to 
increase the ontputs, and the prices have been in most cases 
reduced. Motor buyers should apply fora copy of this list. The 
firm will shortly be issuing other price lists dealing with a special 
patent self-starting switch for motors, also, a new list of their 
dynamos and switches. As noted last week, Mr. Hodgson Wright 
has lately taken Mr. Wood into partnership. | 


Change of Address,—In future all communications for 
the electric lighting and tramways departments of the Sunderland 
Corporation should be addressed to tne Central Offices, Town Hall, 


Sunderland, and not, as in the past, to the electric lighting station, 
Danning Street. 


The Charge of Concealing Shares.—The case of 
C. Bright and others came on again on 18th inst. at Guildhall, 
before Mr. Alderman Smallman. The Times says that in the 
course of examining a witness, the defendant Bright, when stopped, 


a 


said if he could not examine his witnesses in his own way, in order 
to save time, he would plead “ Guilty " with regard to 20,000 shares 
although they were never his. The case was again adjourned. 


Charge of Stealing.—At Bow Street on Monday, H. 
Bowser, who was charged with stealing moneys of the B.E.T. Com- 
pany, while in their service as cashier, pleaded “ guilty,” and was 
sentenced to six months' hard labour. 


Correspondence Tuition in Engineering.—We have 
received from Prof. Andrew Jamieson, of 16, Rosslyn Terrace, 
Glasgow, a prospectus of the correspondence classes which he has 
instituted. Thanks to his long experience in practising and teaching 
electrical and mechanical engineering, Prof. Jamieson possesses 
unexcelled qualifications for this work, and will doubtless make it 
a success. The prospectus itself is very interesting, and contains 
a great quantity of advice and information for intending corre- 
spondents, winding up with a table of fees. 


Electrical Power Plant for the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway.—The order for the electrical power equipment of 
the new workshops at Khargpur for this railway has been placed 
with Messrs. D. Bruce Peebles & Co. The order includes 80 
motors of an average size of 15 в.н.р., and will, when completed. 
be one of the largest power installations in India. The firm 
is dealing just now with an exceptionally heavy trade in motors 
for power development, having at the present moment on order 
an equivalent to 10,000 н.р. for every variety of power trans- 
mission, both for Colonial and home orders. 


Gardening Annual.— Possibly among our readers there 
may be some who can find time and bave the desire to beautify 
the surroundings of their homes. To such we would strongly recom- 
mend a little hook, edited by Mr. Edward Owen Greening, and 
entitled “Опе and All Gardening, 1902." It is replete with 
information, is fully illustrated, and may be obtained at 92, Long 
Acre, London, W.C. f 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Plant.—Imports of 
foreign electrical goods and apparatus into this country are just 
now on a somewhat quiet scale. The returns issued for March 
show a total of only £47,158, as compared with £54,516 in the pre- 
ceding month, and £130,076 in March, 1901. So far as the year has 
gone there has been a marked decline in these imports, the aggre- 
gate for the three montlis ending with March having only attained 
& value of £164,078 as against £321,689 inthe first three months of 
last year. 


Lighting and Power Installations.—Messrs. Ellis 
and Ward, of Birmingham, bave lately been extremely busy with 
power and lighting plant; amongst the work carried out by 
them may be mentioned the following: Messrs. Nelson Dale and 
Company’s works at Warwick are equipped with two large 
steam dynamos and two Lancashire boilers, with condensing 
plant; 32 engines will be dispensed with, and in their place 
nearly 50 motors will be fixed, ranging from 40 H.P. downwards. 
The lighting will consist of about 1,000 incandescent lamps, and tbe 
buildings in the vicinity will also be included in the scheme, 
amongst which may be mentioned the “ Nelson Club." The ontire 
contract, includiny steam engine, boilers, steam mains, and electrical 
equipment, has been carried out .by Messrs. Ellis & Ward. Messrs. 
Elliott's Metal Company have ordered a number of motors from this 
firm for their works in South Wales. Meesrs. Whitmore's printing 
works have also been recently fitted throughout with the same firm's 
motors, one motor being fixed to each machine. Other works at 
Birmingham, Warwick, and so on, have also been recently equipped. 
The firm has also been very busy with lighting installations, and a 
large number of works and business premises and upwards of 20 
private houses in various parts of the country have been completed 
in the last few months. 


Nernst Lamps.— In our issue of April 11th we referred 
to an instance of the use of these lamps for street lighting in 
America. It is interesting to learn that in this country also Nernst 
lamps have been adopted for this purpose. The Corporations of 
Wolverhampton, Norwich, Canterbury, Doncaster, and several 
other towns have bought large quantities of these lamps from the 
Electrical Company, Limited, and a large order was received from 
H.M. Board of Works, Scotland. All these lamps are of the con- 
tinuous current type, and all for j and 1 ampere. The Electrical 
Company have a good stock of these lamps in London, and can 
guarantee prompt deliveries. ` 


New Departure in Are Lighting.— We understand that 
Mr. C. Conradty, for whom the Sloan Electrical Company, Limited, 
of 15, Fore Street Avenue, E.C., are agents, is introducing a new 
carbon, which will produce a golden-coloured light, and burn in the 
ordinary opeu-type lamp. The new carbons are said to have very 
distinct features as regards light given, and the golden colour is 
said to be very striking. Particulars and samples may be obtained 
from the Sloan Company. 


St. Helens Cable Company, Limited.—This com- 
pany has obtained the annual contract for supply of cables, 
jointing material, &c., and also the contract for the cables at 
Oban, insulated with their patent Dialite bitamen without lead 
covering. Further, they have received a contract for 64 miles of 
the eame class of cable for the Liverpool Overhead Railway, as well 
as the extensions for mains at the works of Messrs. Lever Bros., 
Limited, Port Sunlight. | 
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Stealing Electricity.—At the Bournemouth Borough 
Quarter Sessions last week the case of Eddy de Behr, boarding- 
house keeper, came on for trial. Evidence was given to the effect 
that the defendant's installation was tested by the Bournemouth 
and Poole Electricity Supply Company, but was not considered suffi- 
ciently satisfactory, and was, therefore, not connected with the mains. 
The defendant, however, completed the connection himself at the 


main fuse box, and used the light on various occasions between 


December 11th and 28th last vear, The jury returned a verdict of 
guilty, with a recommendation to leniency, and the Recorder stated 
that he regarded the charge as proved, but acting on the jury's 
recommendation, ordered the defendant to come up for judgment 
if called upon. 


Trade Announcements. — The Imperial Lighting 
Company have, owing to the success of their “Fairyland " system, 
taken large additional premises at the. Alliance Steam Mills, Stoke 
Newington, where there will be accommodation for a staff of 100.. 

. The Harbourne Electrical Manufacturing Company, Limited, of 
83, Upper Thames Street, E.C., have been appointed sole agents for 
the London district, and also for the East Coast, by the Liverpool 
Electric Cable Company, Limited, for the supply of wires and 
cables. The Harbourne Company hold a large stock of cables in 
London for immediate delivery. The same company is also making 
a speciality of the Toerring"' enclosed arc lamp, for which the 
chief claims are simplicity of design and mechanism, easy adjust- 
ment, and qoick and easy trimming ; and the “Imperial " motors and 
generators, for which the claims are substantial mechanical con- 
struction, sparkless running, high efficiency, and British manufacture. 
A large stock of D. & W. fuses, cut-outs, and junction boxes, and 
Macallen electric railway materials is also kept; and for their 
"Harbourne" dry battery the makers claim long life, high 
amperage, high voltage, and low internal resistance. 


Western Electric Enclosed Are.—We illustrate below 
а new fype of enclosed arc lamp which is being placed on the 
market by the Western Electric Company, Limited, of North 
Woolwich. The lamps are made for indoor, factory, and outdoor 
illumination, and they operate singly in parallel on direct current 
constant potential circuits. In the development of these lamps, 
the makers have, so far as practicable, held in view the desirability 
of interchangeable parte, and many of the parts used in the different 
types are identical in form and material. Fig. 1 and fig. 2 are 


views taken from opposite sides of a lamp showing the solenoids 
with U-shaped iron core which regulate the current aud voltage of 
the arc, and actuate the feeding mechanism. This form of regulating 
electro-magnet bas been fouud superior, in many respects, to the 


Еа. 3. 


single solenoid type во long used. In fig. 1 the air dash pot is shown 
located between and slightly in front of the solenoids. In the 
upper part is shown the series resistance consisting of a helically 
coiled wire which is supported througbout its eotire length by a 
deep vrooved thread upon the surface of a well vitrified porcelain 
cylinder. Fig. 2 shows a portion of the square tube forming the 
guide and shield for the upper carbon connector, also parts of the 
quick-break gravity switch with a special feature securing quick 
positive action without the use of springs. Fig. 3 is a view of the 
tubular guide and shield for the upper carbon connector, with one 


side removed showing the sliding or movable carbon connector and 
the folded copper ribbon forming & metallic connection between 
the tube and holder. This tubular guide preserves the alignment of 
the carbons, forms the limiting stop for the downward movement 
aud shields the folded copper ribbon from injury. The tube, 
together with the connector and ribbon, can be taken out of a lamp 
by first removing the gas check plate and then thetwo screws which 


hold the tube. The groove in the porcelain cylinder for holding the 
resistance coil is very deep, so that the coil caunot easily be dis- 
placed. The tripod lower carbon-holder forms three symmetrically 
disposed pathways for passage of current by the arc, and thereby 
prevente its deflection and the uneven burning of the carbons 
noticeable in lamps having single side rods. The lower carbon 
holder is secured to the side rods by screwclamps. Itcan be quickly 
removed in case of need. Fig. 4 gives a general view of the lamp. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Austria.—The Liebe Gottes Coal Mining Company is 
putting down a 220 н.р. electric power plant at its collieries in the 
Rossit* district of Bohemia. The plant will supply the power 
for the operation of two pumps, the coke-breaking machinery, and 
a large ventilating fan. | 


Ballymena.—The B. of T. has extended the duration 
of the prov. order for electriclighting for & further period of six 
months. 


Bridgwater.—The Т.С. having, in consequence of 
opposition from the ratepayers, dropped its scheme for the electric 
lighting of the town, last week received an application on behalf of 
& private company for consent to an application to the B. of T. for 
a prov. order for electricity supply. A committee is to report upon 
the proposed clauses. 


Broughty Ferry.— The T.C. has resolved to apply for 
borrowing powers to the extent of £25,000, and the post of manager 
of the electric lighting department will be offered to Mr. F. 
Waddell, tne engineer and manager of Broughty Ferry Gas Works, 
at а salary of £50 per annum. 


Dartmouth.—The T.C. has resolved to enter into a 
contract with the Urban Electric Lighting Company, Limited, at 
£364, for 10 yeara, for lighting the town by electric light. There 
will be 10 arc lamps and 100 incandescent lamps of 25 c P. 


Germany.—At the commencement of the present year the 
central station at Leipzig, of the Leipzig Electric Ligbting Company, 
was supplying current to 60,348 (53,933) incandescent lamps, 2,083 
(1,936) arc lamps, 645 (505) electric motors, the figures in brackets 
representing the comparative figures of the previous year. 


Hebburn.— The U.D.C. has arranged with the Northern 
Counties Electricity Company to light the town with electricity. 
At present the Council pays £2 12s. per lamp per year for gas, and it 
was stated that the candle-power was only 7. The whole of the 
lamps in the district are to be lighted by the Electricity Company 
for 7s. а lamp less than was paid for gas, and the power will be 
equal to 16 с.р. 
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Kilmallock.—As one of the few small towns in Ireland 
which is lighted by electricity, Kilmallock is justly very proud of 
being so up-to-date. The light, however, seems to have its enemies, 
for a few nights ago many of the supply wires were found to be 
cut and the ends tied to the knockers and doors of a number of the 
residents. No reason can be given for this mischievous act, unless 
it was the work of senseless practical jokers. 


Llangollen.—The U.D.C. has settled an agreement 
between the anthority and Messrs. Bremner, Smith & Co , Oswestry 
and Liverpool, for the transfer of the electric lighting prov. order. 
Messrs. Bremner, Smith & Co. contract to light three of the 
principal streets in the town at a lower rate than is now charged by 
the gas company, the Council retaining the right to acquire the 
undertaking at the end of 10 years. 


London.—CamBERWELL.—The Board of Trade has so 
amended the electric lighting order sought-by the Council that it 
will be obliged to consider the purchase of companies’ undertakings, 
if this is pressed. ^ 

IsLIN G TON. — The M. B. C. Lighting Committee, having given twelve 
months’ consideration to the reorganisation of street lighting, 
reported last week that it cannot recommend the general adoption 
of any system of incandescent gas lighting. Moreover, the initial 
cost of an alteration would be £9,300, and there would: be an 
increased maintenance charge of £2,000 on the present cost of 
gas lamps. With.regard to electric lighting, the report says that of 
the 4,721 gas lamps in use in March, 1896, 708 have already been 
displaced by 392 arc lamps. Experiments are now being carried 
out in Offord Road with electric incandescent lampe, five gas lamps 
having been fitted by the Improved Glow Lamp Company, and five 
others by the Reason Company. In Aberdeen Park six lamps are 
being fitted with Nernst lamps. "Trials are also being made with 
iwo new forms of arc lamps, and various forms of enclosed arc 
lamps. The Council has passed estimates for additional low- 
pressure cables to the total of £1,019. The Council's electricity 
fund is now overdrawn to the amount of £18,516. 

SovTHWABE.—'The M. B. C. has received a letter fram the B. of T. 
declining to proceed with the application of the Council for a prov. 
order to supply electricity in the portions of the borough outside 
the parish of Newington. The B. of T: was of opinion that 
Parliament was not likely to grant an order allowing a local 
authority to compete in cases where a company was already 
providing a sufficient supply for the consumers. In the parish of 
St. George's there were already two companies actively supplying 
electrical energy, while in St. Saviour's there were two companies 
"applying, and a third had a right of way through a portion of the 

istrict. | 

WHITECHAPEL —Last week part of a 70-ft. wall gave way without 
warning, and crushed in the roof of the boiler-house of the Borough 
Council's electricity works. Happily no one was seriously injured, 
but the supply was interrupted for a short time. 


Manchester.—On Thursday morning last week a mishap 
occurred in connection with the electric service in Њаё city, due to 
a short circuit. In and about Market Street the light was cut off, 
the failure of the supply being accompanied by bursting lamps and 
other annoyance. Within a short distance of the Royal Exchange 
there were no fewer than four outbreaks of fire from the fusing of 


the cable, and two or three of the Corporation workmen had re- | 


markable escapes from suffocation in a manhole in Market Street. 


‘Nelson.—The T.C. has received sanction to the borrow- 
ing of £25,000 for electricity supply purposes. 


Newcastle.—The City Lighting Committee has decided 
to erect 14 additional arc lampe, taking away the gas lamps which 
will not be required. 


Pontypridd.—The ceremony of laying the foundation 
stone of the South Wales Electrieal Power Distribution Company's 
first large generating station at Pontypridd will be performed by 
Sir Frederick Bramwell on Wednesday next week. 


— Salford.—The T.C. has resolved that the rates charged 


for electricity shall be for lighting, 4d. per unit; and for power, 
15. for consumers using over 5,000 units per quarter, and for con- 
sumers not using 5,000 units per quarter, 2d. for the first 1,000 
units and 14d. for the remainder. | i 


Spain.—La Compania Electrica de la Vega Granadina is 
the name of a company which has recently been formed at Granada 
to establish a large plant to utilise certain avaiiable water power in 
the generation of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes. 


Stretford.—The U.D.C. bas applied to the L.G.B. for 


t anction to borrow £54,500 for the purpose of electric lighting. At 
the inquiry there was some opposition to the scheme, counsel con- 
tending that the legitimate wants of Stretford could be met by Man- 
chester or the Trafford Park Power Supply Company. 


Twickenham.—The U.D.C. has declined an offer of the 


Twickenbam and Teddington Electric Supply Company to erect 
and maintain 30 500-watt arc lamps in public thoroughfares, to 
replace 72 existing gas lamps, and to burn from dusk till midnight, 
when they would be replaced by 60 25.ср. incandescent lamps. 
The inclusive charge quoted was £600 per annum, as compared with 
£207 28. at present paid for the gas lighting. 


Teddington.—The U.D.C. being dissatisfied with the 
revised terms offered by the local gas company for public lighting, 
has resolved that steps be taken to utilise the Council's prov. elec- 
tric lighting order at an early date. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdare.—It is stated that the B. of T. has declined 
to sanction the scheme of the U.D.C. to construct a five-miles electric 


tramway system at a cost of £60,000. 


Aberdeen.—AÀ service of electric cars was run on 14th 
inst. from the new dead-end siding in Union Street to the Corpora- 
tion bathing station. 


Bray.—The U.C. has approved of the construction of the 
Bray electric tramways. The line, which will be constructed by the 
General Electric Company, of Ireland, will be a single line on a 
level with the roads in the township. The estimated cost of the 
four miles of line, including the power and other worke, is £77,397. 
The gauge will be 5 ft. 3 in. 


Brentford.—We learn that on 15th inst. the portion of 
the L.U.T. tramways between Kew and Hounslow suddenly stopped 
working, and the lights on the cars were extinguished. A delay of 
about an hour and a half was occasioned in the working of the, 
traffic. © 


Canterbury.—The Light Railway Commissioners re- 
heard the application by private parties on 16th inst. for sanction 
for the provision of a light railway between Canterbury and Herne 
Bay. On behalf of the S.-E. and C. Railway Company, it was con- 
tended that this line would come into competition with the rail- 
way, and it was pointed out that the construction of a similar light 
railway in Thanet had in places seriously reduced the income of 
the company. The Commissioners considered that there was a need 
and a desire by the public for the light railway, and the applica- 
tion was granted. 


Denmark.— А service of electric motor omnibuses is about 
to be established in Copenhagen. The vehicles will be on the 
Lombard-Gerin system, the cars running on the ordinary road, but 
taking the necesssry current from an overhead conductor, similar to 
electric tramways. 


Dewsbury and District.—Considerable progress has 
been made with the Yorkshire (Woollen District) Electric Tram- 
ways Company’s scheme. Up to the present operations are con- 
fined to the Borough of Dewsbury, and in Halifax Road metals 
have been laid to the Batley boundary, a distance of nearly a mile. 
A large staff of men is now engaged on Huddersfield Road, along 
which the trams are to run to Ravensthorpe. It is expected that a 
start will be made in a few days with the section to Thornbill. An 
arrangement bas already been come to between the company and 
the Dewsbury Corporation with respect to the supply of energy 
within the borough, but negotiations are still proceeding in regard 
to the supply of energy. by the Corporation for the Ravensthorpe 
and Thornhill districta which are outside the borough. In regard 
to Batley, terms are still being discussed for the leasing of the lines 
to the company and the supply of energy by the Corporation. 


Dover.—4A Light Railways Inquiry was held last week 
into the proposal by private parties to extend the Dover electric 
tramways into the country in the direction of Kearsney Abbey, and 
also along the East Cliff towards the holiday resort of St. Margaret’s. 
Mr. Dickens, K.C., for the promoters, declared that with tbe con- 
struction of these tramways and the completion of the great national 
and commercial barbours Dover would develop enormously, and 
become not only one of the most important, but aleo the most 
attractive town along the coast. It was announced that the scheme 
would cost over £60,000, and it was supported by practically all the 
public bodies in the town and district. Tbe Commissioners 
announced their intention to recommend the Board of Trade to 
sanction the schemes almost in their entirety. 


Huddersfield.—The Tramways Committee have resolved 
that the next 10 electric cars now being constructed shall be seated 


with cane. 
For the 12 months ended March 31st, 1902, the receipts of the 
electric tramways amounted to £27,371, or 10°64d. per mile. The 


. total expenditure for the same period was £33,157, including 


£5,316 for depreciation and £12,773 16s. interest and sinking fund, 
or 12:89d. per mile, showing a deficit of £5,775. The Finance 
Committee have made provision for a 3d. rate towards meeting the 
deficiency in the revenue account. 


Jarrow.—A special report has been submitted by the 
Town Improvements Committee regarding the proposed electric 
tram service between Jarrow and South Shields. The Committee 
had considered a plan showing the mode of construction and the 
materials to be used by the B.E.T. Co., and recommended that the 
town clerk give notice to the company and to the B. of T. that the 
Council intended to object to the said mode of construction as 
shown on the plan. 


Johnstone.—Mr. Murphy, having about completed his 
arrangements for the Johnstone aud Paisley electric tramway 
scheme, will shortly submit plans to the local authorities. 


Liverpool.—'The widening of Renshaw Street, a street 
forming part of the main north and south end tram routes, made it 
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desirable that the tramway track and overhead equipment should 
be re-set, in keeping with the widened roadway. It was thought 
that the work of relaying would require a week; but very ample 
provision was made for dealing with the track and overhead gear, 
and one Wednesday morning the traffic was diverted from the 
section and the work of reconstruction began. It was carried on 
night and day, and by the Saturday morning following the double 
track had been re-laid, the overhead equipment re-fixed, and 
everything finished off to admit of traffic being resumed. Some 
250 yards of the street were relaid. The track work was carried 


out by the engineering department of the city, under the super- - 


vision of Mr. J. A. Brodie, city engineer, and the overhead work by 
the tramways maintenance staff, under the direction of Mr.C. R. 
Bellamy, general manager of the tramways. 


Croydon.— The Croydon and District Electric Tramways 
Bill passed second reading in the Commons on Tuesday after a 
brief discussion. 


L.C.C.—At Tuesday's meeting the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee announced having been informed that it was improbable 
that the work of reconstructing the tramways between West- 
minster Bridge and Tooting would be completed within the 
two years ending January 1st, 1903, prescribed by the Council's 
Act of 1900. Every effort had been made to expedite the work, 
but, owing to circumstances which would cause delay, it appeared 
to be clear that & short extension of time would be necessary to 
finish the work. As the matter was one of emergency, the Council 
resolved to endeavour to seek an extension of time for one year. 


Manchester.—On Saturday morning another electric 
tram route was opened by the Manchester T.C. Ittapsa very big 
district lying between Oxford Street and Stockport Road. It is 
expected that when the whole system is complete, the Corpora- 
tion will go into the question of equalising fares and putting every 
district on the same basis. 


Padua.—The Contract Journal says that the muni- 
cipality are about to lay down plant, and convert the trams for elec- 
tric traction, at a cost of £152,000. 


Redruth.—The ceremony of cutting the first sod on the 
new tramway was performed last week by the wife of Mr. P. 8. 
Hanning, the electrical engineer in charge. 


Teddington.— In the dispute between the U.D.C. and 
the L.U.T., the company has threatened to ask the Board of Trade 
to arbitrate if the Council persist in their refusal to pass the plans 
for the local authorised tramways. The Council insist on all plans 
being submitted, and the work undertaken as a whole, and the 
company have so far met the Council as to deposit completed plans 
afresh. 


Warrington.—On Thursday of last weck, the first 
route cn the new electric car system was inspected by Colonel Von 
Donop, and Mr. A. P. Trotter, B. of T. inspectors. 


Wolverhampton.— Our local correspondent says :— 
" During the past few days there has been revealed another move- 
ment in connection with the Lorain system of surface contact 
traction that has evoked considerable hostile comment. On 
Friday in last week the road at the Five- ways was, after the Lorain 
boxes had been laid, again taken ‘up’ for a space of a yard or 
more, making it exceedingly awkward for traffic and pedestrians. 
It appears that this inconvenience was the outcome of another 
afterthought. Boxes were being inserted at the side of each rail to 
catch surface water, though why they could not have been laid when 
the other work was done is a mystery. If, as is stated, similar 
steps are to be taken along the whole track, then we are certainly 
far from the time when the sticets will be clear of the great army of 
navvies. 

There is going to be, it seems, some difliculty in respect 
to the cars; at present there are in the Cleveland Road depot a 
dozen vehicles, but the electrical equipments for the majority of 
them have not yet arrived from Amcrica. It is hoped, however, 
that by the end of the month the Lorain Compauy will have at 
least eight or nine cars thoroughly equipped for the conveyance of 
passengers by the time a ' permit’ is given for the icars to run. ‘The 
line in Bilston Street and Pipers Row being now electrically 
equipped with the  Lorain boxes, and connected with the 
supply cables, no time has been lost in testing the workmanship 
of the installation. A gang of men cleared the rails on Saturday 
of the layer of dirt by which they were hidden, and the track 
was swept and generally got in running order. 

On Monday morning one of the single-deck cars left the 
depot in Cleveland Road, carrying Ald. Craddock (chair- 
man of the Tramways Committee pro tem), Mr. Shawfield 
(borough electrical engineer), and Mr. Wetmore (Lorain 
Steel Company). Arriving at the junction of Bilston Street, 
the car reversed, and successfully negotiating the points, entered 
that thoroughfare. It was run up and down both tracks several 
times, and everything, it is stated, seemed to be found in proper 
order. With a view to getting the line intoa thorough working state, 
the car runs over it daily, and as fast as the track is completed the 
distance tested will be increased. By this means it is hoped to get 
the line in perfect condition for the inspection by Col. Yorke, 
which will take place immediately the present section is com- 
pleted—it is hoped on Monday next.” 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES 


Hull Telephones.—The Postmaster-General decided to 
grant a telephone license to the Corporation upon certain conditions, 
but these conditions were fully discussed, and it was agreed to 
continue the negotiations with the National Telephone Company 
7 5 were opened some time ago with the view of acquiring their 
system. 


Manchester Telephones.—The Dispatch says that it is 
probable that the Bill for establishing a joint telephones board for 
the Manchester telephone area will not be proceeded with any 
further during the present session. 


Melbourne Telegraph Rates.—A Melbourne corre- 
spondent of the Financial News says that the Postmaster-General 
estimates that the Department will lose £45,000 revenue per annum 
if the proposals of stockbrokers in connection with the uniform 
telegraph rates, that eight words should be allowed free for name, 
address, and signature, are entertained. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
Latakia-Cyprus ae oe ee ae oe ee June 20, 1899 ee ee 
Alexandria-Laruaca * ee ee ee 
Assab-Massowah 
Cavenne- Pinheiro 


Zanzibar-Mombassa .. 
Suakin-Djedda .. 


.. March 8, 1902 .. 
.. March 18, 1902 .. " 
е April 16, 1902 ee se 


% Via Hanekin” on Persian territory . Feb. 351525 1900 .. - 


Communication with Eerenaullis and Cartagena Deo. 8, 100 we 
Guanta-Barcelona Se ‚ March 17, 1902. es 
Berlin-Versovic . is s ХА . March 81, 1902. Sa 
Barcelona- Ciudąd Bolivar 22 ee ө . March 6, "1902 és 


The Report on Cable Communieations.—A Blue- 
book (Cd. 1056] of 84 pages was issued last week containing the 
report of the Inter-Departmental Committee on Cable Communica- 
tions, and we are indebted to the Times for the following summary 
of the contents. Two reports were made by the Committee. The 
fact that the International Telegraph Conference was expected to 
meet during the Spring rendered necessary the presentation of an 
interim report dealing with the question of the Indian rate. It 
also rendered it necessary to discuss at some length certain pro- 
visions of the international service regulations and the advantages 
and disadvantages derived by this country from adherence to the 
convention. The Committee’s first report has already been 
mentioned in our columns. The second report covers the 
following points :—(1) The present system of telegraphic communi- 
cation, and in what respects it requires to be supplemented; (2) 
the relations between private cable companies and Imperial, Indian 
and Colonial Governments, the amount of control exercised by those 
Governments, and the policy to be pursued in future ; and (3) the 
existing rates, how far they are fair and reasonable, and how any 
reduction is to be effected. The principal recommendations and 
conclusions of the Committee are summarised as follows: 


1. In view of the probability of cable cutting, a variety of alternative routes 
should be provided wherever itis essential to secure telegraphic communication 
in time of war. 

2. Appreciable, but not paramount, value should be attached to the pro- 
vision of “all-British " routes. livery important Colony or naval base should 
be connected to this country by one cable touching only on British territory 
or on the territory of some frjendly neutral. After this there should be as many 
alternative cables as possible following commercial routes. 

8. We recommend the construction of: (a) A cable connecting either Rodri- 
guez and Ceylon, Cocos-Keeling and Ceylon, or Cocos-Keeling and Singapore. 
% A landline connecting the Straits Settlements and Burma. (с) An “all-British " 
cable to St. Lucia, to be commenced аз soon as the state of cable enterprise in 
the West Indies permits. 

(4) While landlines are cheaper to constract and maintain than submarine 
cables, it is, in certain cases, essential, on strategic grounds, that the former 
should not be permitted to drive the latter out of the ficld of competition. 

5. We are aware of no power of controlling cable companies possessed by 
the State besides the following:—(a) The power to make stipulations when 
granting a subsidy or guarantee. (b) The power to employ public funds in 
competing or encouraging competition with private enterprise. (c) The power 
to grant or withhold general facilities. (d) The power to grant or withhold 
Government messages and unrouted telegrams, (е) The power to grant or 
withhold landing rights. 

6. The possible adv antage of giving guarantees of minimum revenue in place 
of subsidies should be considered. 

7. No direct pecuniary return should be demanded for landing rights. The 
concessions should, liowever, be regarded as & check on any marked unreason- 
uod ы 

. The normal policy of this country and its dependencies should bc to 
Ts ‘ouray е “ free trade in cables.” Exceptions should only be made to this rule 
on the ground of national, and not private, interests. 

9. Wc recommend that the Cables (Landing Rights) Committee should be 
strengthened, and that its functions should be enlarged so as to include the 
consideration of all questions relating to cables, that it should be entitled 
“The Cables Committee," and that it should report direct to the Treasury, the 
Board oí Trade being relieved of its present responsibilities with regard to 
cables. 

10, We are strongly opposed to the gencral purchase of cables by the State. 

11. We are not prepared to say that any of the existing rates are excessive, 
with the exception of those to the Gold Coast and Nigeria. We recommend 
that an attempt should be made to reduce these in connection with the renewal 
of the Eastern Telegraph Companies’ landing rights at Porthcurno in 1903. 

12. We would welcome the introduction of "deferred" rates in any case 
where- (a) the time required for postal communication is considerable, and (^) 
the cables are not fully occupied with ordinary messages, but (c) are sufficiently 
occupied to admit of a real distinction between ordinary and deferred mesaages, 


The report is signed by Lord Balfour (chairman), Lord London- 
derry, Mr. Hanbury, Lord Hardwicke, Lord Onslow, Major-General 
Sir J. C. Ardagh, and Rear-Admiral R. N. Custance. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—Laffan’s New York agent says 
that the Marconi Company of America has reduced its capital from 
10,000,000 to 36,500,000. The preferred stock is withdrawn, and 
only ordinary stock will be issued. 
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Telegraph and Telephone Poles.—In the House of | 


Commons on 18th inst., Mr. Boscawen drew attention to the incon- 
venience caused in the country districts by the multiplication of 
telegraph and telephone poles along the roads; and asked whether 
the Postmaster-General was aware that there were already in some 


places two sets of poles belonging to the Post Office telegraphs and a 


telephone authority respectively,and that these polesoften carried few 
wires, and tbat in some places a third set of poles would probably be 
erected by a competing telephone authority; and whether, in such 
cases, the Post Office would allow the various telephone authorities to 
place their wires on their poles on rental terms, and swhen the existing 
poles were not stroug enough, would undertake to erect poles 
sufficiently strong to carry the various sets of wires. Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain, in reply to these questions, said that the Postmaster- 
General did not think that the cases referred to were numerous, or 
that the poles impeded the traffic. But to meet the wishes of local 
authorities as far as practicable, he would be prepared to consider 
in any particular case the question of allowing his licensees to rent 
wires erected on Post Offce poles. It would not be desirable that 
telephone authorities should be allowed to place their own wires on 
Post Office poles. 


` 


ELECTROMOBILE NOTES. 


The Motor Car Exhibition.—This exhibition, now 
being held at the Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, under the 
auspices of the Automobile Club, is undoubtedly a great success ; 
and visitors who have seen the previous exhibitions notice at once 
the great increase in the number of exhibits, the improvements in 
the get-up of the cars, and the more business-like and interesting 
nature of the show. From an electrical point of view, however, the 
show is a disappointing one; as a matter of figures, there are 
together over 250 complete petrol and steam cars, in comparison 
with only about 30 complete electric cars. 

The steam car is more in evidence than in any other previous 
exbibition in London ; the petrol cars are made of greater power 
and variety than in last year's show ; but the electric cars show no 
increase in number, and barely any progress. 

Mr. Northey, manager of the Electric Motive Force Company, 
Limited, has an interesting and quite new electric brougbam, one 
feature of wbich is the driving of tbe live back axle by one motor 
fixed with its axle longitudinal with the ‘carriage, and geared with 
worm and pinion. He also shows a method of actuating the 
controiler by moving the steering-wheel backwards or forwards, 
whilst it is still available for steering; but this idea was first 
brought out by Dr. А. A. Common, F.R.S., who, indeed, patented a 
similar appliance. Mr. Northcy has introduced some improvements ; 
his controller is fixed at the top of the dash-board, and is in plain 
sight, and readily accessible, whilst he has a locking device. 

Mr. Oppenheimer has a selection of his electric carriages, and in 
addition shows some specimens of his latest type of storage battery 
—very thin pasted plate electrodes, having perforated sheet ebonite 
separators, and being kept together by means of ebonite bolts 
passing at right angles through all the plates so as to clamp them. 

The City and Suburban ‘Electric Carriage Company, Limited, 
and the Electric Landaulet Company, Limited, have a very good 
show indeed of over a dozen carriages, but whilst they are evidently 
finding great favour with purchasers аз being well finished and 
comfortable, they do not mark any material step in progress, and 
most of the carriages were exhibited in last year’s exhibition. 


The Canadian Vehicle Company are also showing their “Still”. 


carriages ; one, a sporting dog cart, is especially new, and made of 
much lighter build than usual, and looks very workmanlike, but here 
again we do not find any special advance iB pns electrical 
equipment. 

The Baker Electrical Company, of America, iios one of their 
light electric carriages, a Stanhope. L’Accumulator Max (Ruphy et 
Cie), make a good show. This accumulator is interesting as being 
of the built-up or multiple unit cylindrical type, each 
cylinder consisting of a central lead wire surrounded 
by a coating of pasted lead oxide with an envelope of 
asbestos yarn outside to keep the oxide in position. A number 
of such cylinders arc placed side by side and strung in position 
between two strips of lead and thus make one electrode; a corre- 
sponding number of the cylinders forms the other electrode, and 
the two sets are arranged in combination in an ebonite case to form 
a complete battery. The two sets of cylinders may be made to take 
the place of tlat plate electrodes, or may be interspaced to form a 
round bundle or a square, or any shaped group, provided, of course, 
that the two electrodes are quite separated. "The output claimed 
for this battery is not so high as is obtained with the simpler form 
of flat pasted plate now used in motor car batteries, and, owing to 
the great number of pieces, the cell becomes complex, and would 
probably be difficult to clean, if necessary, or to repair. The advan- 
tages are not very apparent. 

Messrs. H. W. Van Raden & Co., of Coventry, are in evidence with 
а good showing of batteries, charging boards, ignition appliances, &c. 

"The exhibition closes to-morrow (Saturday evening), and is well 
worthy of a visit by those who are anxious to see|what great strides 
are now being made in motor car design and manufacture. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 
Aberdeen.—May 7th. А 20-ton electrical overhead 
crane for the Dee Village electricity works. See “Official Notices 
April 11th. 


ғ 


Barrowin Рааб Moy 7th. Arc lamps, columns, 
switch-pillars and sundry materials for the Corporation. See 
“ Official Notices” April 18th. 

Bedford.—May 17th. Fuel economisers for Corpora- 
tion. See Official Notices” to-day. 

Bexley.—April 28th. Engines, 
dynamos, for the U.D.C. See “ Official Notices " March 28th. 

Bury.— May 8th. Tramway feeders, conduits, and. 
street-work for the Corporation. See Official Notices April 18th. 


Cleckheaton.—May 3rd. Direct current motors for the 
U.D.C. See Official Notices April 18th. 


Dartford.—May 10th. 300-xw. steam dynamo, piping, 
and switchb^ard instruments; Lancashire boiler, feed pump, “с. 
See “ Official Notices" to-day. 


Dublin.— May 13th. Tenders are being invited by the 
Lighting Committee for the construction of a cast-iron subway 
under the Grand Canal Dock near the Victoria Bridge in connection 
with the municipal electricity supply undertaking. 


Edinburgh.—April 28th. Electricity meters for 12 
months. See ' Official Notices” April 11th. 


Erith.— May 5th. U. D.C. wants offers for “ Free” 
wiring. See “ Official Notices " this week. 


France.—May 1st. The French Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Paris are inviting tenders for the supply of 695,000 
porcelain insulators in eight lots. Particulars may be obtained 
from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Sous Secretariat d'Etat des 
Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 103, Paris. 


Fulham.—April 29th. Switchboard work for the 
Guardians. See “Official Notices” April 18th. 

Fulham.—May 5th. One 600-kw. two-phase steam 
alternator, or Parsons turbo-alternator for the тесеу works. 
See “ Official Notices ” April 18th. 

Glasgow.—May 3rd. Electricity meters for one year 
for the Corporation. See Official Notices” to-day. 

Glasgow.—May jth. Motor-driven boosters and switch- 
ing apparatus for the SS department. „Зее “ Official 
Notices ” to-day. 


London.— May 8th. The L.C.C. wants tenders for elec- 
tric lighting of the Euston Road fire station. See Official 
Notices " April 18th and to-day. | 

London. S. W.—. July 31st. The War Office wants ten- 
ders for self-propelled lorry (oil). See Offivial Notices” to-day. 

Luton.—April 25th. Distributing mains, See “Official 
Notices" April 11th. 

Lytham.— April 26th. 300-KW. plant for the elec- 
tricity supply and tramways station, including battery, booster, 
transformers, feeders, mains, arc lamps and posis, ёс. See Official 
Notices " April 11th. 

Mansfield.—May 1st. Pipework, valves and tanks for 
the electricity works. Вее '' Official Notices " April 4th. 


Nelson, — April 28th. Rails, overhead equipment, 
pillars, cable, tramcars, &c. See “Official Notices" April 11th. 


Oldham.—May 6th. Switchboards 
traction). See “ Official Notices " April 11tb. 


alternators, and 


(lighting and 


Penang.—April 28th. Boilers, condenser, pumps, pipes, 
steam dynamos and balancer booster, switchboards, batteries, cables, 
junction boxes, arc and glow Jumps, posts and accessories, for the 
commissioners of George Town. Вее our “ Official Notices " March 
14th. 


Poplar.— April 29th. Coal conveying plant for the 
Electricity Committee. See Official Notices to-day. 


Rhyl.—April 28th. The U.D.C. wants tenders for 
wiring the Town Hall Tenders to the Clerk, Council Offices, 
Clwyd Street. 


Southwark -—— 30th. 1,000 incandescent lamps 
(200 v.) for the Council. Вее “ Official Notices" to-day. 


Stepney.—May Ist. Meters and demand indicators for 
the B.C. See Official Notices” April 18th. 


Sudbury.—May Ist. Water-tube boiler, pipework, steam 
dynamos, boosters, batteries, switchboard, mains, station lighting, 
бе. See “ Official Notices April 11th. 

Sydney.— May 7th. Messrs. Preece & Cardew, on behalf 
of the Municipal Council, invite tenders for equipment of electricity 
works and sub-stations. Water-tube boilers, three-phase steam 


alternators, battery, motor- generators, stationary transformers, 
switchboards, &c. Bee “Official Notices” March 21st. 


Trowbridge.—Kpril 30th. The U.D.C. is open to 
receive applications for a lease of its electric lighting powers. 


Tynemouth.—April 30th. One balancer for the elcc- 
tricity works. Все Official Notices to-day. 
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West Ham.—May 18th. Two steel chimneys, four 
fans, and engines for induced draught, brickwork, economisers, &c., 
for the Corporation. See '' Official Notices ” April 18th. 


West Hartlepool.—April 30th. 200 to 250-kw. 
engine and dynamo for the electricity works extensions. Bee 
* Official Notices " April 4th. 


Whitby.—April 25th. Meters for the U. D. C. electricity 
department. See “Official Notices” April 18th. ; 


Wrexham.—May 3rd. Engine room stores, cables, 


joint boxes, lamps, carbons, Ps for electricity department. Bee 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 


CLOSED. 


Fulham.—The following ів a list of tenders submitted 
to the parish authorities for electric lighting installation work :— 


Contract No. I.—Two 50-кж. STRAM DYNAMOB AND BOOSTERS. 
ALTERNATIVE TENDER No.1. Engineer's estimate, £1,700. 


Electric Construction CO. £1.8:0 Mavor & Coulson às 
Paterson, Cooper & Co.. . . 1,809 General Electric Co. 1,510 


Lister Electric еа Со. . . 1,792 Laurenoe, Scott & Co. .. .. 1,506 
. . 1,762 Crompton & Co. .. .. ee 1,506 

F. À. Glover & Co. T .. 1,740 British Schuckert Co. .. .. 1,489 
Electrical Co., Ltd. 1,787 Bruce Peebles & Co. ..  ... ),482 
Lancashire Dynamo & "Motor Mather & Platt n . . 1,480 
Co. . . 1,784 Paterson, Cooper & Co. .. 1,465 
British Schuckert Elee. Co. .. 1,788 | Turner, Atberton & Co. 1,463 
Mather & Platt T .. 1,780 | Armstrong, Whitworth & co. 1,468 
Brush Elec. Eng. Co, Ltd. .. 1,725 Electrica! Co., Ltd. 1,461 
Ernest Scott & Mountain, р 1,712 | International Elec. Eng. Co. . 1,460 
Bruce Peebles & o. 1,702 | Crompton & Co. .. . 1,465 
Laurence, Scott & Co. .. .. 1,684 Electric Construction Co. .. 1,446 
J. & H. Gwynne, Ltd. 1,675 British Schuckert Co. 1,446 
Lencashire Dynamo & Motor International Elec. Eng. Co. .. 1,445 
Co. 1,670 Ro ce, Ltd. oe 1,428 
Lahmeyer Electric Co., Ltd. .. 1,669 Lahmeyer Electric Co. . 1,424 
Geipel & Lange а . . 1,667 Sunderland Forge & Eng. co. 1.422 


Bruce Peebles & Co .. 1,658 Jobnson & Phillips. .. . . 1,416 


John Fowler & Co. is . . 1,651 Laurence, Scott & Co. 1,405 
J. & H. Gw Electric 

Lister Electric Manfg. eo . . 1,645 Traction Co. .. . . 1,404 
H. von Kramer & Co. . . 1,632 Beavor, Dorling & Co. 1,897 
Mather & Platt "T 1,610 Newton Electric Works, Ltd... 1,892 


Sunderland Forge & Eng. Co.. 1,608 


ynne, Ltd. .. 1,048 | Johnson - Lundell 
| G. H. Woods & Со, ..  .. 1,990 


Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Electric Co., Ltd. ks .. 1,887 
Co. ^ " ae .. 1,005 Mavor & Coulson.. 2 .. 1,875 
British Schuoker$ Co. .. 1,596 Jobnson Lundell Co. .. .. 1,865 
Mather & Platt . . 1,590 КА .. 1,847 
Lahmeyer Electric Со... 1,531 | Laurence, Bcott & Co. . 1,831 
International Elec. Eng. co. .. 1,580 | Greenwood € Batley (accepted ) 1,801 
.. 1,580 | Laurence, Scott & Co. .. 1,1397 

Electrio Construction Co. oe 1,574 James Howden & Co. .. .. 1,990 
рса Fynn 1.570 Morley Electric Eng. Co. . . 1,290 
Henry F. Joel & Thos. Potter James Howden & Co. .. 1,965 
and Sons .. 1,567 Bertram Thomas.. ke .. 1,244 
Lahmeyer Electric Co.. 92 1.567 Crompton & Co. 1,285 
W. H. Allen & Co. 1,562 International Elec. Eng. Co. . 1,219 
Warrington District E. т. & P. Greenwood & Bailey  .. . . 1,207 
Co. 1.561 Laurence, Scott & Co. .. .. 1,205 
British Thom; on Houston Co. 1,561 i С Уз us .. 1506 
Laurence, Soott & Co. .. .. 1,560 Vauxhall Ironworks Co. .. 1,200 
Sunderland Forge & ex Co. 1,651 James Howden & Co. .. .. 1,191 
Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Bertram Thomas 1,146 
Co. ite „„ 1,647 International Elec. Eng. Co. . . 3,140 
Soott Anderson .. T oe 1,540 Greenwood & Batley... .. 1,121 
Laurence, Scott & Co. .. 1,589 International Elec. Eng. Co. 1.085 
Johnson & Phillips - ee 1,586 , Clayton Engineering Co. 999 


Conrract No. I.—Two 50-xw. STEAM DvNAMOS AND Motor BOOSTERS. 
ALTERNATIVE TENDER No.2, Engineer's estimate, 1,700. 


F.A. Glover & Co. . £),986 | British Thomson-Houston Co. £1, 518 


Electric Construction Co. .. 1,896 Turner, Atherton & Co. 1,648 
Paterson, Cooper & Co. .. 1,861 | .Bunderland Forge & Bue: Co. 1,536 
British Schuckert Co., Ltd. 1.817 Lahmeyer Electric Co.. 1,534 
Lister Electric Manfg. Co. .. 1,815 Johnson & Phillips Я 1,506 
Bruce Peebles & CO. 1,802 Laurence, Scott & o. . . 1,504 
Lancashire Dynamo 85 Motor Electric 5 Co. .. 1,601 
са 1.786 Royce, Ltd. .. 1,494 
Mather & Platt i .. 1,780 Scott Anderson i 1,490 
Laurence, Scott & Co. .. .. 1,779 British Sohuckert Co. 1,489 
J. Н. Gwynne & Co., Ltd. . . 1,775 Electrical Co., Ltd.  .. 1,484 
Geipel & Lange .. .. 1,181 ©. Н. Woods & Co. 1,481 
Brush Electric Eng. Co. .. 1,720 International Electric Co. .. 1,480 
Electrical Co., Ltd. T .. 1,78 Electrical Co., Ltd. - ee 1,474 
Lister Electric Manfg.Co. .. 1,712 Mather & Platt ae . . 1,470 
Bruce Peebles & Со. .. . . 1,702 Laurence, Scott & Co. .. .. 1,466 
Lister Electric Manfg. со; .. 1,693 Sunderland Forge & Eng. Co... 1,461 
John Fowler & Co. Е .. 1,686 Laurence, Scott & Co. .. .. 1,160 
Mavor & Coulson.. € .. M85 Mavor & Coulson Si .. 1,452 
J. H. Gwynne & Co., Ltd. .. 1,682 British Schuckert Co. .. .. 1,446 
Sunderland Forge & Eng. Co. 1,677 Laurence, Scott & Co. .. .. 1,42 
Н. von Kramer & Со. . 1,670 International Electrio Co. 1,883 
Lancashire Dynamo & i Motor Lehmeyer Electric Co.. 1,85 
Со. 1,670 Jobnson - Lundell Electrio 
British Schuckert Co. 1,658 Traction Co. .. 1,870 
Henry F. Joel & Thos. Potter 24 . 1361 
and Sons ; 1,651 Crompton & Co. ; ga .. 1,964 
W. Н. Allen & Co. és .. 1,638 Johnson Lundell Electrio 
Mather & Platt 1.685 Traction Со. .. 1,868 
Lancashire Dynamo & ‘Motor International Elec. Eng. Со... 1,360 
Co.. . 1,035 James Howden & Co. .. .. 1,845 
Laurence, Scott & Co. 1,685 Laurence, Scott & Co. . 1,840 
Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co. 1,627 \ Newton Electric Works . 1,333 
Laurence, Scott & Co. .. 1.623 James Howden & CO. .. 1,295 
Lahmeyer Electric Co., Ltd.. 1,612 | Greenwood & Batley, Ltd. .. 1.292 
International Electric Co. 1,605 Lahmeyer Electric Ca... .. 1,285 
Armstrong, Whitworth & Co... 1,601 | International Elec. Eng. Co... 1,285 
Bruce Peebles & Co. 1,592 Greenwood & Batley, Ltd. .. 1,278 
Rosling & Fynn .. .. 1,590 | Bertram Thomas. : .. 1,875 
Electric Construction Co. . 1,680 Laurence, Scott & Co... . . 1,270 
Johnson & Phillips .. 1,575 , Morley Electric Eng. Co. .. 1,240 
Mather & Platt 1.570 | Bertram Thorma.. . . 1,240 
General Electric Co. 1,570 Vauxhall Iron Works Co. s. 1,235 
Paterson, Cooper « Co. 1,564 | International Elec. Eng. Co... 1,280 
Laurence, Scott & Co. oe 1,562 Greenwood & Batley .. .. 1,192 
Beaver, Dorling & Co, .. 1,555 James Howden & Co. bs 1,155 
Crompton & Со... "S 1,588 Clayton Engineering Co. .. 1,187 
" Уз 2v $4 .. 1,659 | International Elec. Eng. Co... 1,095 
Warrington & Dis. E. L. & P. Со. 1,646 ; „ . . 1,065 


Contract No. II. - BOL ERB. Engineer's estimate, 21,800. 


Richardson, Westgarth & ic 5 Davy Bros., Ltd... os . £1,780 
Е. A. Glover & Co. © 2,020 John Fraser & Son 2 ee 2,140 
Riley Bros. is .. 1,962 Fraser & Fraser .. so .. 1,786 
G. H. Woods & Co. is о. 1,844 Geo. Sinclair Р .. 1,677 
Edwin Danks .. 1,885 R. n талог & Sons, Ltd... 1,545 
Davey, Paxman & Co. Danks, Ltd. (accepted) 1,465 


.. 1,788 
Tinkers, Ltd. .. m ee 1,780 


Contract No. III.—S8T0RAGE BATTERY. Engineer's estimate, £760. 


Albion Bat Co. ee oe £998 G. н. Woods & Co. ee ee 641 
D.P. Battery oe .. 881 Glover & Co. ; “4 .. 685 
Tudor Accumulator Co. А 823 G. Н. Woods & Co. ss & 624 
Chloride Electrio Storage Со, 815 Scott-Andeison CO. .. 620 
Glover & Co. 730 Hart Acoumulator Co... E 615 
V шор ЕЯ ager. & Co., ‘Berlin 705 Veritys, Ltd. s *> . 601 
Verit wes sa 897 Hart Accumulator | 681 
bela d. & Gold . ° . 697 B.P. Traction and Light Co. 
G. H. Woods & Co. vd . 684 (accepted). 563 
Ashmore, Benson & Co. . 678 Acoumulatoren Wirke, E. 
E. P. B т ee .. 667 Schultz жне, serene 510 
Edward L Lemer .. es e. 657 Petry ia 448 


Contract No. IV.—WiRiNG AND Firrixos. Engineer's estimate, £2,240. 


South-Western Contracting W. J. Fryer & Co. Б .. 42.992 
and Maintenence Co. .. £5,348 Н Corporation .. .. 2,992 
Tamplin & Makovski .. е 4,881 ет & Duncan .. E .. 92,998 
Jackson Bros. z% „ 4,060 ells & Co. * .. $a .. 9,878 
Wenham & Waters ‚886 Buchanan & Curwen .. .. 2,613 
A. V. Gifkins " 8,562 G. H. Woods & Co. is .. 2,471 
Walter Мовѕор & Co. .. .. 8,694 Hugo Gibson & Co. ` .. .. 2,894 
Barlow Bros. Le ex .. 8,484 Johnson & Philli Те .. 2,984 
T. L. Hellyar vs : .. 8,469 Hugo Gibson & .. 2.348 
T. Scott Anderson 8,400 Robert Dawson (accepted) .. 2,250 
Н. F. Joel & Co. & Thos. Potter Fenton & Barnes 2,002 
and Sons United, Ltd. ,990 The Warrington & District 
F. A. Glover & Co. T .. B,019 Electric Light & Power Co. 1,968 


CoNTRACT No, V.—CHIMNEY SHAFT. Engineer's estimate, £800. 


Pollard & Brand . . £1,050 Myles & Warner vs .. £790 
W. Neil & o. is .. 1,000 D. R. Paterson .. i .. 775 
Robert H. B. Neal S .. 960 Thomas Bendon . : . 774 
T. G. Sharpington -€ .. 987 Alphons Custodis Co. .. vs 773 
Willlam Brown .. 872 J. Pennington .. 1749 
Wilson Bros. & Lamplough .. 849 Universal Engineering Ca., 

F. G. Minter Vs .. 849 Nottingham (accepted) .. 685 


Cammeck Dennis .. 820 | Danton Lee e S —494 
Smith Bros. (Burnley), Ltd. . 795 


Ayr.—Mr. Hu. Crichton, of Liverpool, has received 
another order from the Ayr Corporation to equip six more cars with 
the patent “New London” dry seats. All the cars of this Cor- 
poration are fitted with these seats. 


Black poo].—Messrs. Ashmore, Benson, Pease & Co. have 
received the order from the Blackpool Winter Gardens for two 
storage batteries, each consisting of 60 cells. 


Cardiff.—The Electrical and Lighting Committee 
received tenders as follows for a switchboard for the central sub- 
station (in the Hayes):—Messrs. Dorman & Smith, £2,225; 
General Electric Company, £1,877; B. T. H. Co, £1,482 10s; 
Edison & Swan Co., £2,009; and Messrs. Ferranti, £2,800. The 
B.T.H. Co.’s tender was accepted. 


Falkirk,—The T.C. has placed a contract with Messrs. 
Mavor & Coulson, Limited, for steam dynamos with Belliss engines. 
The amount was £2,480, and £148 for spare armatures—£2,628. 
The tender of Mr. George Sinclair, Leith, for boilers (£1,378), was 
accepted, and that of the Clay Cross Company at £218 for an 
economiser. 


Hudderstield.—The Corporation has ordered tram rails 
(105 lbs. per yard) from Bolckow, Vaughan & Co. at £8 7s. 6d. per 
ton. 

The borough engineer has also been authorised to purchase a 
quantity of motor and other parts from the Westinghouse Company. 


London.—SrErNEy. The E.L. Committee has accepted 


the tender of the British Insulated Wire Company, for cables at 
£14,309. 


Spain.—Messrs. Sautter, Harlé & Co., of Paris, have 
secured a contract from the Spanish War authorities, for the supply 
of the plant required for the electric lighting of Fort Mahon. 


Sunderland.—The Corporation electricity department 
has recently accepted tenders as follows: 

I.R. Cables.—Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Trafford Park. The other 
tenderers were:—Messrs. Johnson & Phillips; Connolly Bros.; 
lsidor Frankenburg, Limited ; Union Cable Company ; ; St. Helens 
Cable Company; Henley's Cable and Telegraph Company ; India- 
Rubber & Gutta-Percha Works, Silvertown; Western Electric Com- 
pany; Telegraph Manufacturing Company : William Rickard, 
Limited; Liverpool Electric Cable Company ; Anchor Cable 
Company. 

С.І. Piping, 4c.—Mesers. Watson, Gow & £o., Etna Foundry, 
Glasgow. The other tenderers were: Messrs. R. MacLaren & Co., 
Glasgow, and Messrs. Rowland Carr & Co., London, E.C. 

Stoneware Casings.—Contract placed with Messrs. Doulton and 
Company, without competition. 

Machine Tools, \c.—Mr. Thomas Lumsden, Gateshead. The 
other tencerera were: George Addy: Atlas Engineering Company: 
G. Birch & Co.; R. Bowran & Co.; Britannia Engineering 
Company; G. W. Burton;. Griffiths & Co.; Clifton & Wardell; 
Cook & Nicholson; Crozier, Stephens & Co.; ' Easterbrook, Allcard 
and Co.; John Holyrod & Co.; Isdale & Farrow; Newbold Machine 
Company; Jos. C. Nicholson Tool Company: Noble & Lund; 
Pitt Yorkshire Machine Company; Pollock & McNab; Thomas 
Proctor & Son; A. A. Rickaby; T. Robinson & Son ; Selig, 
Sonnenthal & Co. ; James Spenser & Co.; Tangye Tool Company 
and Ward Haggas & Smith. 


Vol 50. No. 1,274, APRIL 25, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 689 


The contract for oil for the ensuing 12 months has been placed 
with the Vacuum Oil Company, Limited, London, also without 
competition. | 


London.—The London County Council has received 
tenders from nine firme, representing a total of 23 offers, for the 
supply of 100 double-decked, double-bogie, electrically-equipped 
cars for the Westminster—Tooting tramways and two other lines. 
ris following is a list of the lowest tenders submitted by each 

rm:— . 


Thursday, May 1st.—At 5 p.m. Royal Institution of Great Britain. 
Annual meeting. 


At 8 pm. Institution of Electrical Engineers. Extra 
meeting to be held at the Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers, when Mr. 8. С. Brown's paper on “ Automatic 
Reley Translation for. Long Submarine Cables” will 
be read, and a demonstration of the working of the 
author's apparatus will be given. 


| | 


, : way Carriage Works 
Brush Company ..  .. | Milnes & Co. ЯМ 


facturing Company. 


А 2 Proposed sub-contractors. 
Name | оа Period for "C P ĩ . ͤ]!!:ß:nñwàãwWñʒ᷑! ы зыр EN MEE IR REOR 
dens delivery. | 
. | Truck Body. | Plough. Equipment and motors. 
„ „ | M - 
E cy | | | 
British Thomson-Houston · 65,880 86 weeks, Brush Company, ot | British Electric Car Com- None None. 
Company. | The European McGuire ! pany 
| Manufacturing Com- | 
| : pany. i ; 
Do. (alternative) ! 70,830 38 „ Brill Co., Philadelphia. G. F. Milnes & Co. | Tu White and Co. | None. 
! ` ondon , 
British Electric Car Com · 69,994 | 86 „ Nonne. | None.. | Do. British Thomsoa-Houston 
pany. | Company. . 
Dick, Kerr & Co. (accepted) 71,754 | 24 „, | Brill Co. | Electric Railway & Tram- | Do. English Electric Manu- 
| | 


Witting Brothers... 71,802 | 82 „ Electricité et Hydraulique, | Electricité et Hydraulique 
| Charleroi, Belgium and British Thomson- 
i | Houston Company. · 
Do. (alternative) .. 71,102 38 „ Do. | Ро. | Do. Electricité et Hydraulique. 
Siemens & Halske .. 78,704; 32 ,, | Do. i Do. None..  .. sis T None. 
British Westinghouse | 77,952 | 38 „ ро. ; Milnes & Co., Brush Com- | White & Co. са gs None. 
Electric and Manufac- ' | ,  pany,or British Electric | 
turing Company. | Car Company | 
кн Келн Engineer- 78,880 99 „, None .. T ie - | None. ғ None .. «s vs ec Noue. 
ng Company. | 
British Schuckert Electric | 81,506 | 70 „ Brill Co. Milnes & Co. æ. White & Со. oe we None. 


Company, е ee | 
Gottfried Lindner, Halle, 88,500 48 „ (Tender incomplete.) e 


Germany. | 


o ———— 


The Highways Committee, in reporting on the tenders at a 
meeting of the County Council on Tuesday, stated that they had 
been examined by Prof. Kennedy. The consulting engineer, whose 
view was shared by the tramway manager and the electrical 
engineer, was of opinion that the beet make of truck offered was 
that of the J. G. Brill Company; that the best makers of car 
bodies were Messrs. Milnes and the Electric Railway and 
Carriage Works; that the plough should be that of Mesars. J. G. 
White & Co. (the contractors for the conduits); that as regards 
wheels and axles, there was no special difference between those 
specified in the various tenders; and that for the electrical equip- 
ment and motors, those of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. were tbe best, 
as their motors were the moat powerful and gave better accelera- 
tion than any others. The two lowest tenders which provided for 
the three parts essential to the efficiency of the service were those of 
the British Thomson-Houston Company and Messrs. Dick, Kerr and 
Company. ‘The motors of the latter were, however, so much more 
effective, that Prof. Kennedy considered them worth more than the 
difference in price which amounted to about £7 per motor, whilst 
at the same time the company were prepared to deliver all the 
cars within 24 weeks instead of the 36 weeks specified by the other 
firm. The difference in time of delivery was somewhat important, 
having regard to the desirability of the tramways being worked by 
electric traction at the earliest possible time, and the committee 
were therefore of opinion that the tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr and 
Company should be accepted, the whole of the work, except the 


trucks, being of British manufacture. A recommendation to this 


effect was adopted without discussion. 


— 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, April 25th.—At 5 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting in the 
rooms of the Chemical Society. Papers on “ Ап 
Exhibition of а Mecbanical Break for Induction 
Coils,” by Dr. Dawson Turner, and “ A Temperature 
Indicator for use with Platinum Thermometers, in 
which Readings are Automatically Reduced to the 
Gas- Scale," by R. S. Whipple. 


Saturday, April 26th.—At 9.15 a m.  Institntion of Electrical Engi- 


neers (Students' Section). Visit to the works of 


Messrs. Easton & Co., Erith. 


Wednesday, April 30th.— At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 

| Engineers Students' Section). Meeting at 28, Vic- 
toria Street, Westminster. Paper on “The Electro- 
Deposition of Metals," by Mr. R. Smith. 


Thursday, May 1st.—At 8 p.m. Civil and Mechanical Engineers’ 
Society. Meeting at St. Ermin's Hotel, Westminster. 
Paper by J. R. Bell on “ Permissible Unit Stresses in 
Railway Girders." 


At 8.30 p.m. Rontzen Society. Meeting at 20, Hanover 
Square. Discussion by Mr. E. Payne on "The Rela- 
tion between X Rays and Allied Pnenomena in Light 
and Electricity." 


Friday, May 2nd.— At 8 p.m. Institution of Junior Engineers at 
the Westminster Palace Hotel. Paper on "Bome 
Factors in Colonial Railway Construction," by Mr. L. H. 
Rugg. 


Monday May 5th.—At 7.30 p.m. Society of Engineers. 
at the Royal United Service Institution. 


Meeting 


THE PROGRESS OF "VANDALISM AND 
VULGARITY." 


HERE we have the latest definition of a modern electric tramway, 
according to the views of some of our enlightened members of 
Parliament. The County Council proposal to run an electric tram- 
way along the Victoria Embankment was discussed in the Commons 
the other afternoon, and the terms in which members referred to 
it might be likened to the language used by pro-Boers when slating " 
the Colonial Secretary. To run a tramway along this popular 
boulevard“ would be vandalism and vulgarity,” said one speaker; 
the ''grossest vandalism,” added another. Others, presumably, 
fearful that their cabs would not get them to the Commons quite 
speedily enougb, suggested tbat if tramcars were allowed to take 
up part of the space of the Embankment, “16 would simply drive 
the Jarge number of vehicles which now used that thorough- 
fare into the Strand, and so increase the congestion of traffic 
there." It is not the proposal of the L.C.C. as we under- 
stand it, to use the trolley system at this particular point, 
but Mr. Boulnois said in his diatribe that “the beauty of the 
Embankment would be greatly discounted by the overhead wires," 
In view of the conduit attitude of the L.C.C. that statement is 
beside the point. Even were it apropos we should be obliged to differ 
from the hon. gentleman's opinion, and if our readers will trouble 
themselves to refer to the ELECTRICAL Review for August 2nd, 
1895, they will find two pictures, one of the Embankment without 
cars and the other «ith, and on the trolley system too. 

What we said then we say now, that an electric tramway such as 
that would not interfere in the slightest degree with the beauty of 
the surroundings. And as regards its effect upon the volume of 
traffic, this is hardly worth discussing, for there is always room 
enough and to spare for the Embankment vehicular traffic. The 
opposition seems to be aimed at tramways as such, and to be 
based upon a misapprehension of the trend of modern progress in 
street locomotion. It is not often that we have the privilege of 
being in agreement with Mr. John Burns, of Battersea, but we must 
confess that the remarks he has made on this occasion meet our 
own views almost exactly. He said that the width of the Embank- 
ment made it most suitable fora tramway. The County Council 
would adopt the noiseless conduit system of electric traction, and 
would not disfigure the Embankment by overhead wires. This 
deprived the hon. member for Marylebone of one of his arguments 
on esthetic grounds. The addition of an Embankment line of tram- 
ways to those the County Council had. already acquired would 
facilitate the enjoyment by the people of the pleasures of the 
Embankment. The objections to this line were simply based on 
the old-fashioned prejudice against tramways and the view that 
they were a nuisance. ‘The proper body for determining whether 
there should be this connection between Westminster and Black- 
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friars was the popular body elected for the purpose, and both Pro- 
gressive and Moderate members of the Council were in favour of the 
scheme. The rails might be laid on each side or in the centre of 
the roadway and ample space would be left for other traffic. It 
was a boon London had asked for for many years апа he hoped 
the House would concede it. 

Sir J. Dickson Poynder was of opinion that the line along the 
Embankment would be a useful means of connecting the northern 
and southern systems of tramway service for London. Не asked 
the House to look at the proposal from this large and general, and 
not merely from the local, point of view. Mr. Macdona hoped the 
day would come when the north and south would be joined 
together, and this would be the connecting link between them. 
The House afterwards went to a division, and the instruction to 
omit the tramway from the L.C.C. Bill was rejected by 178 votes 
to 159—a majority of 19. 

We are not concerned at the moment with the question of 
whether this tramway, ав а separate section, running, as someone 
said, from nowhere to nowhere,” would be а remunerative 
undertaking. What we object to is the absurdity of the arguments 
of those whose prejudice leads them to oppose the tramway 
at all costs merely because it is a tramway, and who place 
the wsthetic consideration above that of practical utility. At the 
same time, there is no doubt that the section would be of real value 
in connection with the Council's proposals to link up the tram 
services of the North and South of London by means of a shallow 
subway. 


NOTES. 


Mr. Dawson on Electric Traction.—On Tuesday, April 
15th, Mr. Philip Dawson read by special request a paper on Electric 
Traction” before the Gloucester Engineering Society at tbe 
Municipal School, Gloucester. Mr. Hamilton Kilgour, borough 
electrical engineer of Cheltenham, and the President of the Society, 
was in the chair, being supported by Aldermau Bland, Mayor of 
Gloucester, and Alderman Norman, Chairman of the Electric Light 
Committee of Cheltenham, the Town Clerk and City Engineer of 
Gloucester, besides several other members of the Gloucester Cor- 
poration who were also present. The paper dealt with a broad 
aspect of the subject, showing that England, although at one time 
behind the times, bad in recent years made very good progress. 
There were 1,252 miles of electric tramways aud railways in 
operation, 846 miles in construction, and 1,348 miles bad been 
authorised. The total capital invested at the end of last year was' 
approximately £51,000,000, while the amount invested in power 
distribution schemes was not far from £20,000,000. If they compared 
greater New York with greater London,the former was far ahead 
as regards traction facilities. New York, with a smaller population, 
had nearly three times as much power installed for traction" and 
power purposes. Mr. Dawson briefly described the chief systems 
on which electric tramways were operated— viz, the overhead, 
conduit, and surface contact systems, pointing out the advantages 
and disadvantages of each. Не brietly enumerated the various 
systems and different conditions under which they should be used, 
described the various systems of continuous and polyphase 
power stations, and examined the conditions that govern the choice 
of system. Ір conclusion, he made some remarks on long-distance 
lines, and stated that he was of opinion that until 1t could be 
satisfactorily shown that electricity would reduce the working 
expenses and increase the receipts, it was certain tbat none of the 
large railway companies would adopt it for long-distance travelling, 
and that at the present moment traction engineers were not 
prepared to equip long-distance lines. The matter was quite 
different as regards urban and suburban lines, which required 
immediate attention; here the traffic was ready-made, and could 
only be satisfactorily dealt with by means of electrical haulage. 
The lecture was illustrated by numerous lantern slides and samples 
which had been kindly lent by several of the large manufacturers, 
and was listened to with great interest. A discussion took place, in 
whicha large number of the members took part. The proceedings 
were closed by Mr. Hamilton Kilgour proposing a vote of thanks, 
and stating that Mr. Philip Dawson had specially come down from 
London, and that he was very glad of the opportunity to thank him 
for his interesting paper. No one was better suited to talk on this 
subject from a practical as well as a theoretical point of view. Mr. 
Dawson had been connected with electric traction ever since its 
inception, baving built the Bristol electric tramways, which they 
all knew, and put up within the last 10 years nearly a quarter of а 
million horse-power of station work, and equipped over 1,000 miles 
of electric tramways. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Dublin Section). 
—At the meeting on the: 17th inst, the chairman, Prof. W. F. 
Barrett, F.R.S., announced the following nominations for the 
Committee for the ensuing session: — Chairman, J. W. Towle. 
Vice-Chairmen, F. Gill, Prof. W. Е. Barrett, F. R. S., W. Brew, W. 
Brown, A. T. Kinsey, H. Luttrel-Elward, G. P. Pilditch, A. E. 
Porte, P. S. Sheardown, W. Tatlow, Prof. W. E. Thrift. 


Royal Society. —Among the papers down for reading 
yesterday, Thursday, were the following :—Dr. А. D. Waller, F.R.S, 
on “Skin Currents: Part III.—The Human Skin.“ J. Е. Cullum, 
on “ Absolute Magnetic Observations at the Valencia Observatory 
(Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry), 1599, 1900, and 1901." 


— 


Coronation Supply.— Further replies to our questions 
are as follows :— ^ 


Lincoln.—Mr. S. Clegg: (1) Plenty of spare plant. 
21d. per unit. (3) No. (4) Most probably. 
Hastings.—Mr. L. Andrews: Demand indicators of consumers 
requiring extra current for illuminations to be disconnected ; 
supply therefore 11d. per unit. | 

Keighley.—Mr. J. M. Smyth: (1) Plenty of spare plant. (2) Not 
decided. (3) No. (4) Municipal buildings, yes. Public meeting 
to be held shortly. | 

Bournemouth.—Mr. E. L. Ingram: (2) 14. per 8-с.р. lamp per 
night. (3) Energy will be taken direct from company’s fuse- 
box, and not registered by meter. (4) Company's offices, 
probably. : 

Electrical Power Distribution Company's stations at Lewes, 
Gateshead, Durbam, Weston-super-Mare, Penarth, Sutton, 
Hertford, and Barnet; maximum demand indicators to be 
ignored in June. : 


(2) Probably 


The British Electrical Superannuation Fund.— 
We have received.a:copy of the annual report and statement of 
accounts of the above fund from Mr. W. G. Bond, the secretary, 
also an account of the proceedings at the annual meeting, which 
was held at Donington House on March 31st, Sir C. S. Rivers- 
Wilson presiding. The fund, which was established as from July 
lst, 1900, by deed of trust dated November 15th, 1900, came into 
active operation early in December of that year, and at once received 
satisfactory support from the salaried staff of the B.E.T. At the end 
of 1901 the membership of the fund was as shown in the state- 
ment below, and has since been increased by the usual monthly 
additions. 

MEMBERSHIP OF Есмр AT Exp or 1901. : 
B.E.T. Assoc. Cos 


Members joining from B. E. T. and associated companies 
and approved by managing trustees to December 81st, 


бе че wig ae - x sx. dd 10 
Members who have left the fund e 2s 8 5i xm 
Net membership .. € ae T) 10 
— ~ — — 

Total * „> gx 81 


As soon as the fund was in proper working ordér, the several 
associated companies of the B.E.T. were invited to join, and 
by the end of 1901 29 companies and undertakings had come 
into the scheme. Membership of the fund is now obligatory 
upon all who are between the ages of 18 and 45 at the time 
they join the salaried staff of the 29 companies mentioned, 
except in the case of the Taunton Company, in which company 
membership will not be compulsory until the beginning of April. 
The report says that The inauguration of the fund attracted con- 
siderable attention in the electrical press, and many inquiries were 
received with regard to it from companies and firms outside the 
B.E.T. organisation. Although full information was, of course, 
given to all inquirers, there has been no further endeavour to bring 
in these undertakings as contributing companies, as it was felt that 
the many advantages of the scheme would be better appreciated 
when it was possivle to submit a report and statement of accounts. 
The scheme, as the members are aware, has bzen drawn up with a 
view to the admission of companies generally, and there is every 
reason to anticipate that the fund will in due time receive the 
adhesion of many electric manufacturing, electric lighting and 
electric tramway undertakings which have found it ditlicult, owing 
to limited numbers and similar reasons, to make proper provision 
for the old age of their salaricd staff." . 


Electrical. Contractors’ Association (Northern 
Section).—A mecting of delegates from tne various local associa- 
tions affiliated with the above association was held at Liverpool on 
Saturday last, the following towns being represented: Liverpool, 
Manchester, Lecds, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Sunderland, Bradford, 
Ashton-under-Lyme, West Hartlepool, Bolton, &c. On the motion 
of Mr. Beilby (West Hartlepool), seconded by Mr. Steinthal (Man- 
chester), it was unanimously decided to join the “ National Associa- 
tion of Electrical Contractors." ‘The following were elected as 
delegates to the Central Board of this Association: — Mr. Steinthal 
(Manchester), Mr. Cross (Newcastle-on-Tyne), Mr. McDermott 
(Manchester) Mr. Harford (Liverpool) Commenting on several 
complaints as to the unfair trading in electrical accessories, fittings, 
and plant carried on by some of the Municipal Councils, the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Henry Bland (Newcastlc-on-Tyne), pointed out that such 
abuses were uever meant to be employed by Councils holding 
monopoly rights under Parliamentary powers. He defied anv 
individual to carry on a business, paying rates, rents, office staff 
aud expenses, in an honourable manner at such prices as were quoted 
by these corporate bodies, who did not detail the above expenses 
fairly in their returns to ratepayers of such transactions He 
advocated opening the eyes of the ratepayers to the loss inflicted 
on them, and alliance with kindred bodies and Chambers of 
Commerce, to protest, and, if possible, prevent such injustice to 
a section of ratepayers, who had at least the right to honest treat- 
ment. 


The Patents Bill.—The Times says that Mr. Joseph 
Lawrence has given notice of the following amendment for the 
second reading stave of the Patent Law Amendment Bill :—'' That 
no Bill deling with the amendment of the patent law will be 
satisfactory which does not provide for the removal of the advan- 
tages which foreign inventors and manufacturers possess over British 
inventors and manufacturers by reason of the inequalities betwecn 
the patent laws of Great Britain and those of ithe leading Conti- 
uental nations." 


т 
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Artificial Gems.—Several of these are to be found in 
an article in the St. James's Gazette of April 19th, on “Diamond 
Making." They are of the writers own manufacture entirely. 
Describing the inevitable “ harnessing” of Niagara, the writer has 
the brilliant idea of sizing up the installation as follows:—'' The 
entire apparatus, including generators, exciters, transformers, rotary 
converters and motors, aggregates 150,000 н.р. Truly it was no 
small matter to tame Niagara for man's own use." "There are great 
possibilities in this method of computation, which is worthy of its 
American subject. Further on the manufacture of carborundum is 
dealt with, and gives occasion to the following amazing state- 
ment :—*'' When the furnace is full, the electric current is turned on, 
and a pressure of 1,000 н.р. of energy is applied and transformed into 
heat by its impact with the solid mass of coke.” The measurement 
of the pressure of energy in terms of horse-power is absolutely new 
to us, and taken together with the impact of the said pressure 
with à mass of coke forms & momentum of overwhelming de- 
rangement. 


The Tramears for London County Council.— As 
mentioned in our Contracts Closed” to-day, on the recommenda- 
tion of Dr. A. B. W. Kennedy, subsequently confirmed by the High- 
ways Committee, the London County Council on Tuesday last 
decided to place tbe order for the first rolling stock, comprising 100 
cars, with Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. Nine firms tendered for the 
work and submitted altogether something like 23 tenders. There 
was naturally keen competition, the prices ranging from £65,000 to 
something over £80,000 ; it being noteworthy that several of the 
German tenders were among the highest submitted. On account of 
the system being a conduit one, there are certain modifications in 
the car from the trolley type. Obviously the chief difference arises 
in the introduction of & plough contact, the one adopted being 
known as J. G. White's, which is identical with the form of 
plough designed by Mr. Connett for the Paris conduit system. The 
type of car will bear considerable resemblance to what is known as 
the “ Preston" pattern, which has been supplied by Dick, Kerr and 
Co. to many of the tramway systems in this country. It will be 
remembered that this design embraces new features in tramcar 
construction, giving greater space in the interior and slightly 
increasing the seating capacity on the outside. The reversed stair- 
case has much to recommend it, and has become distinctly popular 
with tramway authorities. The seating capacity of the new L.C.C. 
cars will be 66 passengers, 28 inside and 38 outside ; the total length 
overall will be 33 ft. 6 in. The frame of the car will be so arranged 
as to accommodate on each side two large fixed windows in the 
centre, and four end windows arranged to lower. Above these 
there will be a line of narrow, ornamental pivotted sashes to 
allow for ventilation; this, we may mention, is a special 
feature of the Preston car. At each end of the car will be 
route indicator boxes provided with revolving linen screens. 
A new feature in the interior of the car will be a glazed 
partition. The interior woodwork of the cars will be made of 
quartered oak; the end doors will slide in the usual way, and will 
be fitted with the necessary handles, catches, &c. The roof seats 


will, as already stated, carry 38 passeng :тв, and will be of the. 


garden type, with angle iron legs. The cars will be mounted on 
maximum traction bogies by Brill, each bogie carrying one motor. 
The electrical equipmente will be in most respects similar to those 
usually supplied by Dick, Kerr & Co., the notable features connected 
with the motor being the freedom from sparking of the commutator 
under all conditions of load, and its high efficiency. The tem- 
perature rise will also be well under the specified requirements. 
The cars will be fitted with series-parallel controllers, and there 
will be the usual equipment of emergency switches, lightning 
arresters, hand brake, &c. It will be remembered that the order 
for the electrical generating plant for the County Couneil system 
was also placed with Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited. 


Crystal Palace School of Engineering.—Sir John 
Cockburn presided on 18th inst. at an award of certificates at this 
school. Mr. Leonard Milne, who examined the electrical section, 
reported that the papers of the second term students were above 
the average in merit. The ground covered by the lectures had been 
extended, and he regarded it as an improvement, since the electrical 
course was primarily intended to provide that knowledge of electrical 
science which was now essential to every engineer. 


Municipal Loans.—The House of Commons Committee 
nal again on Tuesday and Friday last week, and took evidence from 
public works departments and other officials, and from representatives 
of several municipal bodies. 


r 

Personal.—The Huddersfield Council on 1th inst. 
increased the salary of the tramways manager (Mr. H. N. Thomas) 
from £300 to £400 per annum. 

Mr. R. Percy Sellon has just returned from a 10 days’ visit to the 
States, where, of course, he has again studied electrical engineering 
developments. 

Mr. Henry Curphey has been appointed as draughtsman and elec- 
trician in the employ of the Mersey Railway Company, from among 
500 applicants. He had been with the Isle of Man Tramways and 
Electric Power Company, Limited, for a number of years. Mr. 
Joshua Shaw, who formerly managed the Isle of Man Tramways, 
was recently appointed manager of the Mersey Railway Company. 

The Daily Telegraph says that Mr. Marconi was entertained at 
dinner at the House of Commons on Monday night. 


Lord Kelvin.—The New York correspondent of the 
Times says that the reception given in honour of Lord Kelvin the 
other night by the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, the 
National Academy of Sciences, and other leading scientific associas 
tions was a brilliant success. The auditorium of the gymnasium of 
Columbia University, where the reception was held, was crowded. 
Mr. Elihu Thomson, president of the Thomson-Houston Electrical 
Company, Mr. Е. B. Crocker, professor of electrical engineering at 
Colambia, Mr. Butler, president of Columbia University, and Mr. 
R. S. Woodward, dean of the School of Pure Science and professor 
of mechanics and mathematical physics at Columbia, all delivered 
addresses eulogising the achievements of Lord Kelvin. When 
Lord Kelvin rose to reply the whole audience rose and cheered him 
enthusiastically for several minutes. He thanked the speakers for 
their kindly references to himself ia connection with the laying of 
the Atlantic cable, but, he added, Americans must never forget, 
as the world will never forget, the name of that great American Cyrus 
Field. Science hasadvanced greatly during the year along alllines. One 
of its greatest achievements has been made by Signor Marconi with 
wireless telegraphy. It is a great achievement to have sent а mes- 
sage iuland from several hundred miles out at sea in this way, and 
it indicates that the time will come when messages will be sped 
right over the ocean without the use of any intervening wire. But 
still submarine telegraphy will continue to serve us well even with 
wireless telegraphy established as & commercial success." Lord 
Kelvin then proceeded to review modern scientific events, and paid 
a high tribute to the work done by Mr. Edison in the field of elec- 
tric lighting. Mr. Edison, who was amongst those present, rose 
and bowed his acknowledgmente to Lord Kelvin, the audience 
cheering him heartily. Lord Kelvin concluded his speech with a 
reference to the invention which made possible the transmission of 
power at a high voltage, and the “ harnessing of Niagara Falls.” 
He predicted that a power plant would be established at Niagara 
that would transmit energy at 40,000 volts for a distance of 300 
miles. When Lord Kelvin resumed his seat the applause was pro- 
longed for several minutes. After that hundreds of the distinguished 
audience filed past and shook hands with Lord and Lady Kelvin. 


` Three-phase v. Direct in Mining Work.— Before the 
South Staffordshire and East Worcestershire Institute of Mining 
Engineers at Birmingham, on 14th inst., a paper was read on 
“ Sparkless Electrical Plant for use in Mines and Ironworks,” con- 
tributed by Mr. J. H. Whittaker, A.M.I.E.E. The author, in 
introducing the subject, remarked that electric power plants for 
colliery work had been very little adopted in this country. The 
power had been applied to surface work and surface lighting, and 
for lighting the pit bottom and underyround engine rooms, but 
beyond that little had been done in the way of taking the current 
into the workings, probably on account of the difficulties of running 
and maintaining the cables, because of the falls of roofs, &c., and 
also the danger from sparking of the motors. Electric transmission 
of power was a matter mining engineers could not afford to neglect 
in view of the growing foreiga competition. While many advan- 
tages were claimed for the continuous-current system, and series, 
shunt, and compound-wound motors, the ideal system was the three- 
phase system. The three-phase alternator was the best generator, 
which could, if necessary, at times stand 100 percent. overload, and 
the three-phase motor was the best machine for all-round work. 
The switchboards were of simple construction, but by some it may 
be considered a disadvantage to have to lay triple wiring and 
cables. This, however, was more than made up for by the saving 
in copper effected (about 50 per cent.), as the wire needed to 
carry this current was of a smaller gauge. The advantages claimcd 
for the three-phase motor were mentioned. Three-phase was the 
system of the future for power plants, but was not so suitable for 
lighting. He had seen three-phase motors put to every class of 
work with the most satisfactory results. The system was much in 
use on the Continent and in America. Mr. T. Н. Bailey, M.Inst.C.E., 
thought the paper an interesting one and the subject of much 
importance to mining engineers; but he would like to ask if Mr. 
Whittaker was aware of the litigation between the Metropolitan 
and District Railway Companies, in which Mr. A. Littleton was 
appointed arbitrator. Mr. Littleton had decided that the proper 
system of current to adopt was the continuous current one and nct 
the three-phase. Не thought that in the face of such advice as 
that mining engineers should proceed with caution. Mr. Isaac 
-Meachem, jun., remarked that he had listened to the paper with 
much interest, and was looking forward to the further discussion, 
as he had recently put down a plant for pumping, hauling, and 
lighting, and wanted to put it down for drilling. The electrical 
engineers had recommended the continuous current system, but 
now he wished to extend his system they had gone back on what 
they had previou-ly said and advised the adoption of the threc- 
phase. He hoped tlie discussion would show which system was the 
best. The question certainly wanted deciding. Other members 
expressed the same views. Small three-phise motors were on 
exhibition in the room, and alsoa Gardner electric rock drill. 


Electricity in Turkey.—It is well-known, writes a 
correspondent of the New York Electrical World from Turkey, that 
electricity is under the ban in the Ottoman dominions. Some 
American electrical appliances—reading lamps, toys with storage 
batteries attached, &c., were admitted in September, 1900, by the 
Constantinople authorities after considerable discussion. At Beirut 
merchants have succeeded in passing through the Custom House 
dynamos for tlie operation of Rontgen-ray machines, but generally 
speaking, the interdiction against electrical goods, and especially 
against dynamos, telephones and electrical plants still exists. In spite 
of this one hears continually of plans for electric light, electric rail- 
ways, &c., even in Asiatic Turkey. The late Sir Ashmead Bartlett is 
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said to have secured before his death concessions for electrical plants 
in Salonica and in Smyrna. Preferential rights for the construction 
of electric tramways in Beirut and Damascus were granted to the 
Beirut, Dumascus and Hauran Railway (French), which subsequently 
fold the concession to tbe Société de Traction in Paris; and the 
Beirut Gas Company (also French) bas preferential rights to intro: 
duce electric light in thie city. Lately rumours of still greater 
undertakings along electric lines have reached us from America. 
The following press dispatches are quoted by our contemporary : 
correspondent :— 

Jan. 8th (Special).—'' If the Sultan of Turkey grants to them the 
concessions that are being sought after, a United States construction 
company, of Cleveland, O., wil] construct electric lines from Cairo, 
Egypt, to Mount Sinai, and along the coast of the Red Sea to Mecca, 
with a branch from Mount Sinai to Damascus. These lines are 
already projected, and the company's chief promoter in the Orient 
says tbat Palestine, by reason of tbe Zionistic movement, is full of 
possibilities for connecting Jerusalem with surrounding towns. The 
Cleveland company will finance the lines, with the understanding 
that it shall do the constructing work." 

Jan. 9th.—'' Trolley cars аге to displace the patient ass as a means 


of locomotion in the Orient. Cleveland and Chicago capitalists : 


have been successful in negotiating with J. F. Spanier, of Rome, 
]taly, for concessions for electrical lines from Cairo, Egypt, to 
Mount Sinai, and thence along the coast of the Red Sea through 
Syria and Arabia to Mecca. A branch їв to connect Damascus with 
the system of Mount Sinai. It is figured that business during a 
single one of the annval Mahometan pilgrimages to Mecca will pay 
& handsome profit on tbe cost of construction. Letters received 
from Signor Spanier say that the Sultan of Turkey has granted an 
important part of the concessions for the system. The Cleveland 
Construction Company is working under an agreement to finance all 
the undertakings if given the construction contracts.” It is impos- 
sible to foretell when electricity will be given a free field in Turkey. 
But in view of the progress of Western ideas and methods in these 
regions it cannot be doubted that the day of emancipation is 
approacbing.. Mr. Ibrahim Sabbag, of the powerful firm of H. 


Sabbag & Fils, in Beirut, is in correspondence with American 


capitalists with a view to acquire possession of the provisional con- 
cessions for electric street railwaye and electric light plants in 
Beirut and Damascus, and he is prepared to assist and co-operate 
with any bond fide American syndicate who may have under con- 
sideration electrical undertakings in Turkey in Авіа. 


‚А New Light Sensitive Cell.— A new construction of 
selenium cell has been designed by Ruhmer, the inventor of the 
photographophon, which is eaid to be much more sensitive than the 
ordinary eonstruction of selenium cell, and is certainly much better 
adapted for wireless telephony. The Ruhmer cell is cylindrical in 
form, and is enclosed within a vacuum bulb to protect it from 
injury and from the influence of the atmosphere. The terminals of 


the cell are brought out as in an incandescent lamp. The bulb 
is furnished with a screwed neck, made to screw into an ordinary 
lamp socket. This forms a convenient method of connecting up 
the cell to a galvanometer circiit or otherwise, as required. On 
account of its cylindrical shape, the cell is very convenient for 
placing in the focus of a parabolic reflector in Simon’s system of 
wireless telephony. 


Appointments Vacant.—<A chief assistant is required 
for Croydon at £200 (to £260). The Falkirk T C. invite applications 
for a resident electrical engineer at £160 ; shift engineers are also 
wanted for Manchester and Canterbury at £150 per annum, and 30s. 
per week respectively ; junior assistant engineer at £78 per annum, 
and a managing clerk at £120 for the York electricity department; 
chief electrical assistant for the Wycombe (Borough) E. L. and P. 
Company at £2 per week; shift engineer for Shipley electricity 
works at 35s. See Official Notices” to-day. 


For Sale.—Notice appears in our Business pages to-day 
of an auction sale of surplus electrical appliances and stores, which 
is to take place at Stafford on May sth. 


P od 


Mr. S. Н. Barrvs in Cassier's Magazine. 


Waste Heat Engines.—This is the title of a paper by 
The subject of the paper 
would be, perhaps, more familiar if it were entitled binary vapour 
engines. The binary vapour engine is а form of heat engine in 
which two flnids are employed having different boiling points, the 
one being vaporised at pressure by the heat of the other. Thus, 
water which is exhausted in a non-condensing engine at 212° will 
serve to evaporate many other liquids. A practical essential is that 
the second vapour shall be capable of being cooled to liquid form 
by aid of some sufficient agency. Even condensing steam engines 
have been made to furnish heat for abinary effect. Prof. Josse has 
described an engine which heats a binary substance with the exhaust 
of a triple expansion condensing engine. The binary vapour is 
sulphur dioxide—SO,, which is claimed to be a safe vapour, but 
certain precautions are needed to prevent the vapour escapiny, as 
the gas is both offensive and injurious. It vaporises at a low tem- 
perature, having a pressure of 21 lbs. at 32°, and of 255 lbs. at 176°. 
Obviously, no ordinary source of water will cool the vapour to a 
liquid, but it is cooled to a lower pressure and returned by a pump 
through the heater, which is the condenser of the primary. By the 
use of such a cycle it is claimed that with & 25 lbs. of superheated 
steam 1 H.P.-hour bas been secured, a result which could hardly have 
been obtained from the steam engine. Prof. Josse, in fact, appears 
to have used 9,801 B. Th. U. per 1 &.P.-hour, as against 11,160, which 


represents the best to-day with the steam engine by itself. There 


is nothing new in the idea of the binary engine, which is 
credited by the late Prof. Rankine to. du Trembley, and 
described exactly as the present engine is described by Mr. 
Barrus, but Rankine more particularly describes the steam-uther 
engiue, and may be read with advantage by those interested in the 
question. Rankine looks upon the binary engine as a means of 
securing the effect of prolonged expansion of steam without using 
too large a cylinder. He estimatés a possible economy of 23 per 
cent. by its use, but he adds that a binary engiue is not more 
economical than steam engines well designed, though a wasteful steam 
engine may be converted into &n economical binary engine. 
Rankine added a table of the properties of ether vapour to his book 
on the steam engine. We should think that ether had the advan- 
tage over sulphur dioxide, in the fact that its pressure at 32° is only 
3 to 4 lbs. per sq. in., and it should be more readily condensed. 
It is certain that very little good has been effected with this type 
of motor, probably because of the practical complications and the 
difticulty of obtaining reasonable cooling of the binary fluid. 


International Congress of Electricity in Medicine. 
—We read in the British Medical Journal that the Second Inter- 
national Congress for Electricity in Medicine and Radiography 
will be held at Berne, September 1st to 6tb, 1902. The following 
questions are proposed for discussion:—(1) The Present State of 
Electrodiagnosis (to be introduced by Dr. Cluzet, of Toulouse, and 
Dr. Mann, of Breslau); (2) Surgical Electrolysis (to be introduced 
by Dr. Guilloz, of Nancy); (3) Radiography and Radioscopy of the 
Internal Organs (to be introduced by Dr. Béclére, of Paris, and 
Prof. Grunmach, of Berlin); (4) Accidents Caused by X Rays (to be 
introduced by Dr. Oudin, of Paris); (5) the Danger of Industrial 


Electric Currents (to be introduced by Dr. Battelli, of Geneva). 


An international exbibition of all electrical instruments of physio- 
logical, electro-therapeutic and radiographical interest will be held 
in connection with this Congress. All communications should be 
addressed to the Secretary, Dr. L. Schnyder, 38, Rue Fédérale, 
Berne. . 


Wills.—The Times mentions that Mr. Matthew Gray, 
of Lessness Park, Abbey Wood, Kent, and of 106, Cannon Street, 
telegraph engineer, chairman and managing director of the India- 
Rubber, Gutta-Percba, and Telegraph Works Company, Limited, 


and a director of the Spanish National Submarine Telegraph Com- 


pany, who died on December 16th, aged 80 years, and whose estate 
bas been valued at £282,428 16s. 10d. gross, including personalty of 
the net value of £274,854 2s., has left to his trustees, by a will dated 
January 26th, 1891, £100 a year for 20 years for the benetit of poor 
persons employed by, or formerly in the employment of, the India- 
Rubber and Gutta-Percha Company. 


A Japanese Exhibition.—A New York exchange says 
that a national industrial exhibition under the auspices of the 
Japanese Government will be held at Oraka in 1903, and foreign 
manufacturers are invited to exhibit. Foreign exhibitors will be 
granted special protection with respect to patents. 


Marriage.—On the 12th inst. at St. Mary's, Kilburn, 
Morton, eldest ron of Henry Francis Beales, of the Mowbrays, 
Ickleton, Essex, was married to Jessie Mary, daughter of the late 
William Booth, of Dedham, Essex, and Mrs. Both, Hampstead. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


FALKIRK Сосхсі, is about to advertise for a resident engineer 
(£160) for its electricity works. 

Mr. A. H. BLA. DEN, assistant engineer to the London Electric 
Supply Corporation at Deptford, bas been appointed chief assistant 
electrical engineer to the Shanghai municipality, and he sails for 
that place on May 15th. 
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Mr. R. S. Draycorr has been appointed by the Scottish House- 
to-House Electricity Company, Limited, to fil] the post of resident 


engineer at Coatbridge in succession to Mr. McInpog, resigned. 


Mr. Сүвп, Morey SHAw, of Leeds, has been appointed chief 
electric lighting engineer to the Wakefield Corporation, at a salary 
of £300 a year, subject to approval of the Electric Lighting Com- 
mittee's recommendation by the full Council. 

We learn that Mr. Warrer F. Lona, chief assistant engineer, 
Manchester, has been appointed city electrical engineer to the 
Corporation of Capetown, at a salary of £650 per annum and 
residence, and leaves England to take up his new duties on 
June 7th. | 

We understand that Mr. C. D. CoPrawp, borough electrical 
engineer to the County Council of Newport (Mon.) has resigned 
that appointment. 


` 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


South-Eastern Metropolitan Tramways Company, Limited 
(78,407).—This company was registered on April llth, as a re-incorporation, 
under the Companies’ Acts, 1869 to 1900, of the South-Wastern Metropolitan 
Tramways Company, originally constituted by Act of Parliament 51 and 52 
Vict., ch. 186, dated August 7th, 1888, the powers and scope of which were ex- 
tended by Aot of Parliament 68 and 64 Vict., ch. 147, dated July 90th, 1900. The 
nominal oapital at the time of conversion into a limited company was £82,000. 
5,000 shares of £10 each had teen taken up and paid for, the company having 
power to issue new ordinary or preference sharea or stock, or wholly or partly 
one or the other, not exceeding in all £82,000. The Act of 1888 provided for the 
construction, maintenance and working of certain tramways in Lewisham and 
Greenwich, the capital being stated therein as £50,000 in 4 10 shares. E. J. 
Bridgman, А. Ti M. Bond and С. W. Tubby, and two others to be nominated by 
them, were appointed by the said Act as first directors. The Act of 1900 
authorised the working of the company's tramways by mechanical power (other 
than steam or the overhead electrical trolley system), subject to the approval 
and regulations of the Board of Trade, and also authorised the rai-ing of addi- 
tional capital up to £82,000 as above mentioned. The largest shareholders at 
the date of the conversion were:—J. Atherton, Hurst Park, Prescot, Lancs., 
manufacturer, 1,960 shares; J. B. Atherton, Manhattan, Gateacre, Lancs., 
manufecturer, 1,960 shares; Mrs. A. E. Evans, Fairlawn, Huyton, Lances., 500 
ahares; and Sir J. A. Willox, 63, Victoria Street, Liverpool, M.P., 148 shares. 
Registered office, Lennox House, Norfo:k Street, Strand, W. C. 


Thermal Storage, Limited (73,347).— This company was 
registered on April 7th, with а capital of £12,000 in £1 shares, to acquire 
patents, inventions and the like relating to thermal storage and apparatus 
therefor, to adopt an agreement with D. Halpin, to manufacture and Jeal in 


and wi-h boilers, furnaces, cylinders, pumps and tanks applicable to thermal 


storage, to manufacture destructors, steamships, steam engines, motors, auto- 
cars, motor cars, automobiles. locomotives, cycles and machinery, and to carry 
on the business of producers of electric light and power, electricians, metal 
founders and workers, metallurgists, chemists, chemical manufecturers, gas 
makers, &c. The first subscribers are: — F. Levick, Palmerston Buildings, E.C., 
merchant, 100 shares; С. Masters, Palmerston Buildings, E.C., secretary, 1 
share: W. Olley, 31, Arlington Street, E.C , secretary, 1 share; Н. C. Davis, 41, 
Tregarvon Road, Clapham Common, S.W., engineer, 1 share; A. M. Pratt, 10, 
Serjeants’ Inn, B.C., clerk, 1 share; J. E. Hodgkin, Childnall, Weybridge, 
Surrey, mechanical engineer, 100 shares; and R. C. Leach, 10, Serjeants' Inn, 
E.C., solicitor, 1 share. Minimum сав) subscription, 4,000 shares. ‘The number 
of directors is not to be less than three nor more than five; the first are J. E. 
Hodgkin, W. East and F. Levick: qualification, 100 shares; remuneration not 
less than £250 per annum, divisible. Registered office, 17, Victoria Street, S.W, 


Reno Electrie Stairways and Conveyors, Limited (73,389). 
—This company was registered on April 10th, with a capital of £80,000 in £1 
shares (20,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference, to acquire the benefit of 
certain inventions for constructing inclined elevators in the means of transport 
by ascension, to adopt an agreement with J. G. Wainwright, W. Н. Aston, and 
C. T. Aston, and to carry on the business of electrical, hydraulic, mechanical, 
and general engineers, supp'iers of electricity, lift builders, Ko. The first sub- 
scribers (each with 100 ordinary shares) are: -W. H. Aston, 46, Eagle Whart 
Road, N., engineer; H. W. Perry, 17—19, Bishop's Road. N.E., builder; R. J. 
Johns, 121, Newgate Street, E.C., merchant; W. Golby, Binbury Manor, Maid- 
stone, gentleman; J. Wainwright, 70, Finsbnry Pavement, E.C., merchant; 
C. T. Aston, 46, Eagle Wharf Road, N., engineer; and R. Wainwright, 70, 
Finsbury Pavement, E.C., merchant. Minimum cash subscription, 1,000 shares. 
The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more than eight; the 
first are W. Н. Aston, R. W. Perry, R. J. Johns, and W. Golby; qualification, 
£100; remuneration, £50 each per annum, and £25 extra for the chairman. 


S. Jevons, Limited (73,390).—This company was registered on 
April 10th, with a capital of £5,000 in £1 shares, to take over the electrical 
engineering business carried on by S. Jevons, and to carry on the business of 
electricians, electrical, mechanical, gas and general engineers and contractors, 
suppliers of electric light, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) 
are:—S. Jevons, Minories, Birmingham, electrical engineers; P. J. Pringle, 
M. I. E. E.. 77, Bath Road, Wolverhampton, electrical engineer; А. Н. Bayes, 
46, Constitution Hill, Birmingham, electricas] engineer; F. W. Carpenter, 71, 
Church Road, Moseley, traveller; E. Pilling, 50, Clarence Road, King's Heath, 
electrical engineer; 8. J. Dowler, 534, Suffolk Street, Birmingham, printer; 
and Н. Synyer, Eastcote, Hampden-in-Arden, manufacturer. No initial publio 
issue. The numberof Airectois is not to be less than two nor more than five; 
the subscribers are (о appoint the first; remuneration, £50 each per annum. 


Electric Railway Signalling Syndicate, Limited (73,385).— 
This company was registered on April 10th, with & capital of £10,000 in £1 
shares, to carry on the business of electricians, engineers, suppliers of elec- 
tricity, &с. The first subscribers &re:—R. de la Bere, Stock Exchange, 
E.C., dealer, 100 shares; Н. M. Paine, Stock Exchange, Б.С. 1 share; 
J. E. Spagnoletti, Goldhawk Works, Shepherd's Hush, W., engineer, 
lshare ; L. W. Evans, Z7, Nicholas Lane, E.C., solicitor, 1 share; А. P. Mack, 
155, Pa merston Buildings, E.C., gevtleinan, 1 share; C. Е. Hustwell, 22, 
Stock Rtreet, Plaistow, gentleman, ! share: and O. Bird, 27, Nicholas Lane. 
E. C., solicitor. No initia! public issue. Table“ A“ mainly applies 


Hintze, Limited (73,412). — This company was registered on 
April 12th, with a capital of 2,0 in £1 shares, to carry on the business of 
turners of wiod, ivory, bone, metal and other materials, pattern makers, 
founders, cabinet makers, carpenters, joiners, fitters, telegraphic, telephonic, 
electrical and general engineers, manufacturers of лпа dealers in electric and 
other bells, telephones, lamps and apparatus, &c., and to acquire an invention 
relating to elec'rical npparatus on the terms of an agreement with J. W. 
Hintze. The first subscribers are: - H. Wyman, 24, Crescent Road, Bromley, 
Kent, electrical engineer, 50 shares: J. H. Maunder, Hilltop, Belmont Park, 
Lee, gentleman, 75 shares; 8. H. Buter, 42, Priory Avenue, Waltbamstow, 
electrical engineer. 20 shares; W. Stanton, 8), Harvist Road, W., electrician, 
20 shares; C. Wayman, 82, Leverton Road, Kentish Town, works manager, 
50 shares; А. S. Moore, 9, Frithville Gardens, Shepherd's Bush, electrician, 25, 
shares; T. Н. Cramp, X, Humber Road F ast, Westcombe Park, S. E, secretary, 
25 shares. Minimum cash subscription 500 shares. Tne number of directors is 
not to be less than three nor more than five; the first are J. W. Hintze (of 
Hanway House, Hanway Street, London, J. H. Maunder and H. Wyman: 
qualification (except first directors) £50: remuneration 20 per cent. of the 
net profits remaining after 6 per cent. dividend is paid, divisible. 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


Tus» accounts have just been issued for the 


Glasgow year ending May 31st, 1901. The net result of 


Corporation the year's working shows a deficit of £4,517, 
Electricity ^ which, however, has been written off by trans- 
Accounts, fetring that amount from reserve fund. It 


should be noted that no allowance for deprecia- 
tion has been made this year. The increased interest und sinking-fand 
charges on the large capital expenditure made this year on new 
works and meins, which are not wholly productive, and also the 
special charge made for replacing consumers’ lamps and fittings, 
consequent upon change of yoltage from 100 to 250 volts, may 
partly account for this. Otherwise the undertaking reflects the 
greatest credit on the far-seeing policy adopted by Mr. W. A. 
Chemen in raising the voltage to 250. 


GENERAL BTATEMENT. 


1899—00. 1900—01. Ino. 
Total capital expenditure .. £628,500 £837,688 £229,133 
Number of unite sold ...  .. 3,788,795 6,290,819 2,502,024 
Total maximum load in A 7,732 11,787 4,055 
Total maximum load in8-c.p.lamps 241,625 368,342 126,717 
Gross revenulnune £59,762 479,449 419,687 
Gross expenditure se £34,999 £50,756 £15,757 
Gross profit vee m .. £24,762 £28,692 £3,930 
Average price per unit sold. 3:514. 2*84d. — 67d. 


A farther sum of £500,000 has been authorised for capital 
expenditure in the near future. 

The horse-power of motors supplied in the year just ended, totals 
1,894, against 754 in the previous year. 

The total capacity of the four generating stations at Port Dundas 
(9,600), Pollockshaws Road (2,400), Waterloo Street and Kelvinside 
amounts to 16,350 H.P. 

Cost ок PRODUCTION. 
1899—00 1900--01. 


Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc. 
бй, waste, Water and engine Y “E1072 бза, £1,559 +0904, — 09d 
Sari Rh] ааз in Ко, 2 5 34d | rey 28d | — ‘06d | 

ration and distribution. Us : Ш 2 s 
Repairs and maintenance of З 
pisci сама, eng able £7,621 "48d. £7,881 8d. — “18d. 
Works cot . £26,608 1°678d. £36,561 1°389d. — 2894. 
Rent, rates and taxes e -» £4,549 "29d. £5,080 *19d. — 1d. 
асв of engineer, | 
кешк ana treasurer, £1,564 099d. £2,444 *098d. — 066d 
Hane авт, y 74 ld. £1,718 “065d. — 045d, 
with 250-volt and carting. ) › i i 
Total costs... 234,475 2°177d. £50,752 1°928d. — 251d 


The above management expenses do not include the sum of 
£725 in 1839—1900 and £635 in 1900—1901 cbarged to capital 
account for new work. | 

The rates charged remain the ваше asin the previous year, and 
the units sold were as follows :— 


1,249,362 at 6d. per unit. 
151,684 at 4d. T 
550,630 at 33d. „ . 
31,460 at 3d. й 
369,952 at 24d. „ 
963,952 at 2d. „ 
2,509,906 at 14d. „ 
464,695 at 1d. А 


6,290,819 units. There аге no contracts. 
REVENUB ACCOUNT. 
1000—1901. ne. 


1899 -—1900. 
sale of energy £55,470 £74,524 
Public lightiog .. 4,291 „ 4,925 
| £59,761 £79,449 
Per unit -— 3:51d. 2:844. — 67d. 
PRO PIT STATEMENT. 
18991900. 1900—1901. 
Interest on loans .. .. ae oe 0 oe £15,256 £24,547 
Sinking fund .. ws x i А £s .. — 6,285 8,662 
Profit for depreciation — .. 3,181 — 
" reserve fund T .. . ve 39 —4,517* 
» carried forward us a ©» a beg DER e 
Gross profit ... oe £24,761 £28,692 


* Transferred from reserve fund. 
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CITY NOTES. 


Caleutta Tramways Company. 


Мв. E. C. Moraan presided at the meeting of this company at 
Cannon Street Hotel on 15th inst., and in the course of bis speech 
on tbe affairs of the company, referred to the electric traction 
convereion operations now proceeding. There was £39,354 over- 
spent on capital account, the original estimate of the amount needed 
for tbe completion of permanent way and electrical conversion 
being too low because of alterations in the plans which became 
neceseary as the work progressed. They bad hoped that they 
would be able to use one of their depóts as a central power station, 
but their engineer had shown them that this was impossible, and 
they had to buy land and construct the power house, car sbeda and 
workshops without interfering with the existing service. Land 
was aleo purchased in the north and south of the town for 
car sheds. To joiu up these depóts and to double the Kidderpore 
line, they must absolutely construct nearly five miles of new 
double line, which was a very serious expense, apart from the elec- 
trical work. That was outside of their original calculations, but. 
was an expenditure the great benefit of which they were already 
reaping in the case of Kidderpore. More money will be needed for 
the completion of the present system, apart altogether from exten- 
sions, and the directors have under their consideration the question 
of the manner in which this money sball be raised. The work of 
electrical conversion, both that of the contractors and their own, 
-had been steadily pushed forward, and they bad commenced running 
upon one section of the system. They had hoped that ancther 
section would bave been opened about that date, but it bad been 
found necessary to delay it fora few daye. This delay, however, 
would not affect the opening of the whole system, as the work on 
the other sections was being continuously carried on, and the 
starting of these would probably take place at shorter intervals than 
would have been the case had they commenced earlier upon 
Chowringhee, which is the next line to open. The whole of the 100 
motor cars are now on the spot, and the bulk of them actually 
ready to put upon the road. The power house and machinery are 


almost complete, and are so far advanced that there is nothing to 


interfere with the supply of power throughont. whilst the overhead 
work and feeder cables are practically finished, save that they have 
to wait in places for the removal of the telegraph lines, ко as to 
avoid interference with them. "Tbe end points of the lines to the 
north and south will take some little time to complete, but tbey 
could make temporary arrangements to run the entire system as 
soon as they bad permission to do so, and thie, he hoped, would be 
the case within the next few months. 


South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Company. 


THE company held a meeting at Curdiff on Thursday last week, 
when the following directors were appointed :—Mr. Robert Forrest, 
St. Fagan's, Cardiff; Mr. Archibald Hood, Cardiff; Mr. W. S. Bright 
McLaren (Tredegar Iron and Coal Company, Limited); Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir R. H. Sankey; Mr. J. Weston Stevens (Taff Vale Railway, 
Guest, Keen & Co., &c.); and Mr. Hugh Watts (Watts, Watts and 
Co.) Cardiff and London). Mr. Hood was appointed cbairman. The 
capital of the company is £750,000, divided into 75,000 shares of 
£10 each, with power to issue £250,000 debenture stock. А Cardiff 
newspaper says that the operations of the company have now 
reached a stage at which a large amount of capital expenditure will 
be necessary. To meet this, an appeal will be made at an early 
date to the public to subscribe to a first issue of 45,000 shares. A 
considerable number of shares will be taken by the company 
obtaining the Act of Parliament, and the remainder of the new 
issue will be offered to the public. 


Oswestry Electric Lighting Company. 


TRE annual meeting of this company was held on Monday last 
week, Mr. A. Wynne Corrie presiding. ‘The directors reported that 
theeale of energy continued to increase steadily. The profit for 
the year amounted to £262, and the directors recommended a divi- 
депа of 4 per cent. The report was adopted. The managing 
director (Mr. E. Bremner Smith) mentioned that the busiress 
showed a continual growth, the increased supply in the past year 
being some 9,000 units upon the previous year. 


Buenos Ayres and Belgrano Tramways Company. 


Tur annual meeting held at Finsbury Circus, E.C., last week was 
presided over by Mr. J. B. Concanon. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said that 
the receipts for the year 1901 amounted to £147,212, and the ex- 
penditure amounted to £87,712, showing a net profit on the year's 
working of £59,500. The year under review was the first complete 
year of working electrically, and they bad good cause for congratu- 
lation on the results. The total receipts for the year exceeded 
those of 1000 by £20,115, while the expenditure was £1,425 less 
than in 1900, thus showing a ret increase of protit of £21,540. This 
result was all the more satisfactory tearing in mind the fact that 
all the other principal tramway urdertakings in Buenos Ayres 
showed a very considerable decrease in traffic. Those decreases, he 
believed, to a great extent were due to the commercial depreseion 
that had prevailed at Euenos Ayres for some time past. Although 


they purchased their current from the Supply Company, the price 


paid was fixed, to a certain extent, by the price that the Supply 
Company paid for coal, and recent contracts and the present out- 
look seemed to point to the fact that there would be a saving of 
something like 6 or 7 per cent. upon the price of coal for this current 
year, added to which they found that, owing to their feeder system 
having been perfected in July last, and to the fact that their motor- 
men were becoming more accustomed to the driving of the cars, . 
and more economical in tbe use of current, they should have a 
saving under tbat head alao. | 


Dudley, Stourbridge and District Electric Traction 
Company. 


THE directors’ report which was presented at the meeting held at 
Donington House, W.C., on Monday, reads as follows :— 


The directors beg to submit their report and the statement of accounts for 
the year ended December 81st, 1901. Since the date of the last report the 
extension along High Street, Stourbridge, has been opened for traffic. The 
light railways from Stourbridge to Lye, and also the line through Enville 
Street, are now under construction, and rapid progress is being made. It is 
hoped that the lines will be opened for traffic earlyin June. Віпсе the date of 


' the last report a considerable length of the track from Scotts Green to Dudley 


has been doubled and two sidings have been constructed in Dudley Market 
Place. These improvements have greatly facilitated the traffic working, and 
the receipts are improved in consequence, as all cars can now run into Dudley. 
At the date of their last report the directors stated that they had agreed to 
work temporarily the light railway from Stourbridge to Kinver on behalf of the 
British Electríc Traction Company on the basis of cost of running plus 10 per 
cent. The directors have since been negotiating for the purchase of this ander: 
taking from the British Electrio Traction Company, and an agreement for pur- 
chase at the price of £60,000 has been completed. The purchase money is payable 
as to £1,000 in cash and the balance in instalments of £8,000 per annum com- 
mencing on December 31st, 1906, the company paying interest on the outstanding 
purchase money at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, but it is provided tbat 
during the first 5 years such interest is not to exceed the earnings of the under- 
taking after proper provision for depreciation and sinking fund. The under- 
taking is to be transferred as from September 29th, 1901, and includes net 
receipts from the date of opening. 

Capital Account, During the year this account has been increased hy £79,052 


68. 10d., making a total outlay to date of £296,532 lis. 8d., which amount includes 


the purchase of the Kinver light railway above referred to. Since the date oí 
the balance-sheet the directors have, under the powers conferred on them, 
issued £60,000 of debenture stock. This sum they sre of opinion will meet all 
the immediate requirements of the company, with the exception of the purchase 
of Kinver light railway. 

Prosit and Loss Account.—The total revenue for the year amounted to £85,356 
11s. 10d., and the expenditure to £23,618 бз. Id., leaving a profit on the vear's 
working of £11,748 5s. 9d. After deducting the dividend on the preference 
Shares accrued to December 81st last, and adding the balance brought forward 
from tbe last account, viz: £1,904 14s. 7d., there remains a balance of £8,650 
Os. 4d. available for distribution. The directors recommend that this amount 
should be applied as follows :— 


To be placed to reserve sinking fund - es .. £2,050 
To be placed to the depreciation fund, making this 
account £9,079 Os. ка.  .. és es m Pa 
To the payment of a dividend at the rate of 44 per cent. 
per annum on the ordinary shares .. m .. 4, 
То be carried forward to next account. «x : 


9891 OO o o 
ммо o o 


£8,650 


The traffic receipts for the year show an increase of £16,218 158. Gd., 
partly due to the increased mileage opened. The receipts continue to 
show a satisfactory and steady increase. Messrs. W. J. Greer, К. P. 
Sellon,and G. Stevens have resigned their seats on the board, and Mr. A. H. 
Miirker has been appointed a director. Messrs. C. Shirreff Hilton and A. H. 
Murker are the directors retiring by rotation, and, being eligible, offer themselves 
for re- election. Messrs. W. J. Kershaw & Co. retire, and offer themselves for 
re-election. 


Year ended 
Dec. 31st, 1900. Deo. 81st, 1901. 
MILES OPEN— Miles. Miles. 
Route miles .. sà à T e 14 68 18°25 
Singleline ... .. ёа ki vs 10:98 14:42 
Double line .. ао ea es Ve 3°75 3°83 
Number of passengers carried .. as 3,198,968 6,141,572 
Average receipts per passenger ss a 1°37d. 1:854. 
Average expenditure per passenger .. - 88d. 
Proportion of expenses to receipts  .. Ki 65 $, 65%, 


Number of cars in stock .. avs ae 


. Mr. Н. Sormrerr HILTON presided at the meeting, and moved 
the adoption of the report. Mr. Mürker seconded, and it was 
adopted. 

The retiring directors and auditors were re-elected. 


Norwich Electricity Company. 


THE annual meeting was held at the works last week, Sir Charles 
Gilman presiding. 'The annual report read as follows:— 


The directors beg to present their tenth, and probably their last, aunual 
report. It will be remembered that the provisional agreement entered into 
between the company and the Norwich Town Council] provided for the taking 
over by the latter of the assets and liabilities of the company, as of a going 
concern, from December 31st last, subject to the payment of a dividend of 6 per 
cent., free of income-tax, for the year 1901, which will absorb £4,776 0з. 10d. out 
of the balance of 25,118 15s. 2d. standing to the credit of the net revenue 
account. Dividend warrants for this amount will be sent to the shareholders 
immediately after the annual meeting. Three and a-quarter per cent. interest, 
free of all expense and of income-tax, is to be paid by the Corporation on the 
amount agreed, to be paid for the undertaking from January 1st, 1902, to the 
date of the completion of the purchase. The Bill which the Corporation are 
promoting before Parliament, upon the carrying of which the ratification of the 
agreement depends, is practically unopposed, and there seems every prospect 
that it will receive the Royal Assent. The directors desire to thank the share- 
holders for the contidence and support they have given them during the past 10 
ycars, to congratulate them on the success of the company, and to express the 
hope that they consider the terms on which its business has been transferred to 
the city satisfactory. As the management of the affairs of the company will not 
pass out of the hands of the board for some months, the shareholders are asked 
to re-elect the Mayor (Mr. R. J. Colman) and Mr. A. R. Chamberlain, the two 
directors who retire this year by rotation. 


Sir CHARLES GILMAN moved the adoption of the report; Mr. Е. 
WILD seconded, and it was adopted. 

Resolutions declaring dividend, and re-electing directors, were 
carried. ; 


mm 
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Oriental Telephone aud Electric Company. 


THF directors’ report for the year ended December 31st, 1901, to be 
presented at the meeting to be held at the Cannon Street Hotel on 
Wednesday, April 30th, reads as follows :— | 


The directors herewith submit to the shareholders a statement of accounts 
for the year ended December 81st last. The revenue account shows а credit 
balance of £14,591 10s. ld., transferred to profit and loss. Including £2,678 
16°. 6a. brought forward from 1900, and after deduction of £4,287 12s. paid as 
interim dividend on November Ist, there remains £12,977 14s. 7d. for disposal. 
The directors propose to deal with this sum as follows: To pay a final dividend 
of 34 per cent., free of income-tax, which will absorb £6,C02 12s. 9d., making, 
with the interim dividend of 24 per cent. already paid, 6 per cent. for the year; 


` to transfer to reserve £4,000, and to carry forward £2,976 1s. 10d. The directors 


much regret to have to record the death in July last of Mr. William Addison, 
who was for 12 years chairman of the company, but owing to failing health, 
resigned in 1898 in favour of the present chairman. The Indian subsidiary 
companies have both maintained their dividends of 6 per cent., which have, as 
nsual, been brought into the accounts, and have since been received in cash. 
The adoption of metallic circuits has for some time back been under con- 
sideration, and as tbe installation of cables would involve large expenditure, 
negotiations have been entered into with the Government of India for an 
extension of the licenses of the various companies interested. These negotia- 
tions, it is believed, will soon be brought to a conclusion. The Telephone Com- 
pany of Egypt, Limited, has again been enabled to declare the full dividend of 
14 per cent. on its preferred shares. During the past year a contract was entered 
into for the undergrovnd cabling of Cairo and Alexandria, which it is hoped 
will be completed during the current year. The Egyptian Government are 


-~ erecting trunk telephone circuits between these two cities, and when the com- 


any’s reconstruction iscompleted, facilities will be afforded to its subscribers 
or telephonic intercommunication. The China and Japan Telephone and 
Electric Company, Limited, has paid its debenture interest, but the accounts 
have not yet been audited. The business at Hong Kong continues to make 
progress. At this company's own stations the increase of business has been 
steady, and a license has been granted by the Government of India to open an 
exchange at Bangalore. "The electric lighting branch of the company has made 
satisfactory progress during the year, but more capital is required to work this 
branch with success, It bas been found necessary to amend Article of 
Association, No. 64. snd immediately after the conclusion of the ordinary 
business, а special resolution will be submitted for the approval of the share- 
holders, as mentioned in the notice on the back of this report. Under Article 
No. 65, the directors to retire at the present meeting are Messrs. В. St. John 
Ackers and Henry Griwing, who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 
The auditors, Messre. Deloitte, Dever, Griftiths & Co., also retire, and offer 
themselves for re-election. 


Great Northern Telegraph Company, of Copenhagen. 
THE revenue account for the усаг 1901 shows receipts as follows :— 


Balance on December 31st, 1900, £€4,€89 94. (d.; t^aflic receipts, . 


£537,830 16s. 118, less loss on exchange, £35,222 4s 64. = 
£502,608 12s. 5d. ; interest, 44.514 158. 4d. ; sundries, £17,1€6 8s. 10d. 
= total £589,269 68. 1d. Тһе expenses side of tbe account shows :— 
Salaries and wages, £65,913 18s.; expenses of stations, offices and 
agencies, £9,985 14s. 8d. ; ordinary trupervision, and maintenance of 
sea and land lines, and repairing steamers II. С, Ursted and Store 
Nordiske, £17,395 28. 1d.: instruments and celle, £4,107 10s. 1d. ; 
maintenance of company’s buildings, £1,018 4s. 10d.; rates and 
taxes, £9,029 7s. 4d.; travelling expenses, £1,519 1s. d.; bank 
commission, &c., £3,528 1s. 8d.: sundries, £1,007 "s, 9d.; total 

expenses, £113,594 8з. 9d. | 

The board propose to distribute the balance as follows :— 

Interim dividends already paid £75,000 0 0 

Final dividend proposed (41 
per £10 share) . v .. 150,000 0 0 


-— £295,000 0 0 
Reserve and renewalfund "m is 150,008 о 0 
Renewal fund for cable steamers .. 27,777 15 7 
Pension fund of the staff сб 2t 5.555 11 1 
Remuneration to the board of directors 2,00 0 0 
Balance carried forward Vs vs 8 


- 64,871 10 
— —— — £475,703 M 4 


— 


£599,299 6 1 


British insulated Wire Company. 


THE report of the directors for the year ended December 31st, 
1901, submitted to the meeting held at the offices of the company, 
Prescot, on Wednesday, 23rd inst., reads as follows :— 

The directors submit herewith the balance sheet and the profit 


. and loss account for the year ended December 31st, 1901. 


The gross profits for the year amount to .. 


be .. £108,427 10 0 
To which has to be added the balance brought forward 


from the previous year MA “+ j as 6,763 15 4 
Making a total of . £118,191 6 4 
From this have to be deducted the 
cost of administration, legal ex- 
penses, patent fees, &c. «x о» 428,510 18 8 
Depreciation off the buildings, plan 
and machinery .. PE js i 12,000 0 O 
Written off patents and goodwill is 5,060 0 0 
Written off expenses of debenture issue 1,669 9 11 
Debenture interest for the year ag 7.587 6 9 
Interest on preference cal ital for the year 21,000 0 0 | 
— ——- 75,767 8 11 
Leaving availnble for dividend, &c... ©з ae . 0497,23 16 5 
Of which the interim dividend at the rate of 10 percent, 
per annum already paid on the ordit ary shares, 
absorbed the sum of.. bey A " "x T 17,500 0 0 


Leaving a balance of.. 419,923 16 5 
The directors recommend that there be d stributed in 
dividend makipg with the interim dividend a'ready 
paid a total dividend fcr the year of 10 per cent. on 
the ordinary shares. dx A si Б À 17,500 0 0 


42,423 16 5 


Carrying forward to next account a balance of 


During the year the 5 per cent. debentures, maturing on Decem- 
ber 31st, 1900, were replaced by a larger issue cf £250,0 0 3} per 
cent. debenture stock, which was considerably over-subscribed. 
The addition to the copper mill, anticipated in last year’s report, 
has been carried out, with entirely satisfactory resulte. As the 
company's present land was becoming so fully occupied, the 


directors thought it essential to secure further space for future 
extensions, therefore a strip of land in front of the company's 
property, and also a large field adjacent have been acquired. 
Negotiations have been in progress for some time past for a union 
of interests with a strong and successful company, carrying on a 
business which is, in the opinion of the directors, peculiarly well 
suited for working in unison with this company's business, to the 
great advantage of both.. It has been an essential part of the 
negotiations tbat the board shall consist in the first instance of 
only three representatives from each company. Messrs. John E. 
Pearson and Thomas Snape whose term of office has expired, have 
kindly agreed that, if re-elected at the ordinary meeting, they will 
resign their seats on the completion of the purchase agreement, 
and their colleagues recommend that the shareholders should 
authorise the board to pay to Messrs. Pearson and Snape on their 
retirement the sum df £500 eacb, in recognition of their voluntary 
resignation of office, and of their services to the company. The 
resignations of Messrs. W. Marriner Brigg and J. B. Atherton were 
accepted during the year, with very much regret, and Mr. J. Carlton 
Stitt has recently been elected a director. Messrs. Pearson and 
Snape retire at tbe ordinary meeting, and offer themselves for re- 
election on the above understanding. Messrs. Chalmers, Wade and 
Co., the auditors, also retire, and offer themselves for re-election.” 


Inde-European Telegraph Company. 
THE directors’ report for 1901 reads as follows:— 


The Internationa! Telegraph Conference, which'was to be held in London dur- 
ing the current year, has again been postponed and will now be held in 1908. The 
Indian tariff bas been reduced from 48. to 2s. Gd. per word, and the general 


tariff to Australia from Зв. 6d. to 8s. рег word, which latter rate is now applic- 


able to the Colonies of South and West Australia, New South Wales and 
Tasmania. Reductions have also been made in the telegraphic charges to the 
Straits Settlements and the Dutch Indies. There reductions, however, have 
only come into force іп 1902. The lines of the company continue to work most 
efticiently, and both the Wheatstone and duplex systems give every satisfaction. 
The receipts for the year show a small] increase, but a somewhat large amount 
had to be debited to the profit and loss account due to an unascertained out- 
payment which had been accumulating against the company. The directors on 
ascertaining the facts made the payment forthwith and have charged the full 
amount against the earnings of the year. The company's revenue from al) 
sources for 1901 amounted to £153,041 3s. 2d., as compared with £151,643 11s. 4d., 
for 1900, showing an increase of £1,397 lls. 10d. The expenses were: on 
commercial and general account, £40,674 10s. Od.; on mhintenance account, 
£28,185 Cs. 6d.; total, £63,8/9 10s. 6d., ns against 478,359 58. 11d. for 1900, a 
decrease of £14,499 15s. ба. Deductipg the above expenses of £63,859 10s. 6d. 
irom the total revenue of £153,041 Эв. 2d., a balance remains of £89,181 12s. Rd., 
from which income-tax paid £4,945 17s. 4d. has to be deducted. To this amount 
brought from the year 1900, £12,154 14s. 8d. has been added, making a total of 
£96,330 10s. 04. From this amount £5,060 has heen placed to reserve, and that 
sum, together with £10,625, amount of interim dividend, as well as the 
accumulated out-payments of 183,992 13s. IId. have to be deducted, leaving a 
balance of £46,772 16s. 1d. The directors now propose the declaration of a 
dividend for the six months ending December 3186, of 17s. 6d. per share, 
making, with the dividend already paid, 6 per cert., and a bonus of 20s. per 
share, both free of income-tax, making in all, 10 per cent. for the year, 
carrying forward £14,897 16s. 1d. to the credit of 1902. The following directors 
retire, and offer themselves for re-election :— Sir W. R. Brooke, K. C. I. E., and 
Dr. H. H. Meier. ( 


— — — — — — 


' Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Company. 


THE report for the balf-vear ended December 31st last, submitted 
at the meeting held yesterday, states tl at effect has been given in 
the accounts to the terms of the agreement for the transfer of the 
contracts во far as they relate to the old со tractors, although the 
agreement was n: t actually sealed until after the end of the half- 
year. к 


Owing to the limited funds at the disposal of the company during the past 
balf-year, the directors were rot able to proceed with the works as rapidly as 
they would have wished, but a contract having been entered into with the 
Metropolitan District Electric Traction Company, Limited, as stated in the 
circular issued on March 7th last, the works are now being pushed on ns 
rapidly as possible. Under an agreement with the Metropolitan District Elec- 
tric Traction Company, Limited, that company wil] pay interest at the autho- 
rised rate of 8 per cent. per annum during construction. The necessary steps 
are being taken totafeguard the company’s interests where they may be uffected 
by Bills now being promoted in Parliament. The balance-sheet shows cash at 
bankers, іп hand and on deposit, £23,399; accounts outstanding, £1,314: Parlia- 
mentary deposits, £107,735 ; balance at debit of сара account, 222,238, Ihe 
engineers report that since the date of the last half-yearly report, the progress 
made with the works is as follows:—The western station tunnel at Waterloo 
has been completed. The eastern running tunnel under the river, which was 
then 90 yards south of the shaft, has been continued, and has reached a point 
on the south side of the river where it is clear of the water bearing strata, and 
safely situated in the London clay. Northwards, the eastern tunnel has been 
continued from the point in Regent Street, near the junction of Conduit Street, 
to the north side of Oxford Street Circus, where it will join the large station 
tunnel. The western tunnel remains as last reported. On the northern tec- 
tion of the line the work stands as reported last half-year. At the station works 
at Waterloo considerable progress has been made with the lift chamber, which 
will shortly be completely covered in and the surface restored, The under- 
ground passages from the shafts to the tunnels are well advanced. At Picca- 
dilly no further work has been done, but it is intended to start the underground 
passages round the shafts as soon as the contractor can make the necessary 
arrangements. At Oxford Street the 18 ft. shaft has been sunk to the full depth, 
and the underground passage connecting it with the eastern tunnel has been 
constructed. 


Stock Exchange Notiees,— Wednesday, May 7th, has 
been appointed a special settling day in:—London United Tram- 
ways (1901), Limited.—51,501 5 per cent. cumulative preference 
shares of £10 each, fully paid; 30,999 5 per cent. cumulative pre- 
ference shares of £10 each, £5 paid, within Nos. 1 to 82,500; 
£655,341 4 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock; and pro- 
visional certificates (£50 per cent. paid) for £169,659 4 per cent. 
first mortgage debenture stock. Notting Hill Electric Ligbting 
Company, Limited.— Further issue of 2,200 ordinary shares of £10 
each fully paid, Nos. 12,201 to 14,400, and the Committee bas 
ordered the undermentioned to be quoted in the Official List:— 
London United Tramways (1901), Limited, and Notting Hill Elec- 
tric Jighting Company, as above; also Willans & Robinson 
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Limited.—Further issue of 26,666 ordinary shares of £5 each, fully 
paid, Nos. 90,001 to 116,666; and 16,666 6 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 125,001 to 141,666. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending April 
18th were £718; correspon week last year, £575; decreasé, £148. Total 
to date, £10,086; correspon period last year, £°,579; inorease, £1,457. 
Miles of track open, 103. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
April 19th were £278; corresponding week last year, £269; increase, 
ое есен to date, £3,601; corresponding period last year, 28,242; 
i азе, . 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
АВ 18th were £4,814; corresponding period last year, £4,056; inorease, 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending April 11th :— 


ee — — —— — — 


| Comparison ' | 


| à Я з corres. No Aggregate. 
mount ponding week: d 
Company. £ of last year. | Inc. or Dec 
weeks. Amount. : : 
= 24 + = 
| £ £ | £ £ 
| | 
Devonport’ .. ea 879 — — 14 i — i — 
Dudley- Stourbridge ! 595 | — | 28 14 9,860 | 21,819 | — 
Gateshead* .. ..{ 619 | — | — 14 9,195 | — = 
Greenock- Pt. Glasgow 14 | 963 | — 14 5,518: | 8,058 | — 
Hartlepool .. - 229 — 25 14 2,711 146 — 
Kidderminster ae 93 — 77 | M: 1,408 187 — 
Merthyr; “© 888 169 — 185 14 2,813 — 185 
Middleton? ГА 944 — — 7 — = 
Oldham— Ashton ..: 447 — 165 14 6,781 — 18 
Poole; .. Se . 227 — 81 M E = 81 
Potteries HS .. | 1,881 — 951; 14 19,675 669 — 

. Southport ..  ..| 199 = 89 | M 9,177 585 | — 
South Staffordshire! 656 — 406 : 14 10,484 540 — 
Swansea АЕ 409 — 89 14 | 5,938 660 — 
Taunton* $a Че 53 | — — 14 790 — — 
Tynemouth! .. - 207 | — 104 | 144 › 2,856 118 — 
Wolverhampton Dist. | 119 49 | — 143 1,897 1.216 — 


t 


* Not in operation last year. + Partly steam. I. Comparison from April 
5th only. 


FS Comparison from March 18th only. The corresponding 
week last year was Erster week. 


Centra) London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending April 19th were 
£6,757; corresponding week last year, £6,143; increase, £314. Total 
receipta to date, £106,952; corresponding period last year, £97,984; in- 
crease, £7,968, Miles open, 6. | 


City ard South London Reilway.—The receipts for the week ending 
April 20th were £2,810; corresponding week last year, £1,996; increase, 
4874. Total receipts to date (16 weeks), £47,548; corresponding period last 
year, £32,126; increase, £15,417. Miles open, 61; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. — The receipts for the week ending April 
21st were £194 18s. &id.; corresponding week last year, £195 18s. 54d.; de- 
crease, 198. 9d. Total to date, £2,806 9з. 24d.; corresponding period 
last year, £2,668 0s. 734.; increase. £198 8s. 7d. Miles of track open, 8, 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,126; 1901, 4,999. Number of cars, 1902, 19; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipte for the week ending April 
_ 18th were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., £8,542 18s. 10d. ; D.8.D. Co. £978 88. 5d. ; 
total, £4,521 78. 8d.; corresponding week last year— D. U. 1. Co., 28.444 
103. 10d.; D.8.D. Co., £757 18s. 9d. ; total, 24.202 48. 7d. (Spring Show, 1902): 
increase, £819 2s. 8d. ; aggreeate to date, £68,406 1s. 11d.; last year, £59,999 
15s. 5d.; increase, £8,406 6s. 6d. Mileage worked, 46. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway. — The receipts for the week endiog April 
2 oe ө айша муны ee joes £1,644; decrease, £199. 

& : correspon eriod last year, £24,382; decrease 

£1,887. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chaine. кы ' ' 


————— — 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening 

Wirz the new Consols scrip settled down into a 30s. premium, and 
the gilt-edged market as a whole very firm, the other departments 
of the Stock Exchange which move inaympathy with the Funds are 
steady to good. There is certainly not much business going on. 
Investors and speculators alike appear to prefer a seat upon the 
fence during these three weeks in which the commandoes confer 
concerning Peace, but that the issue of the negotiations will be 
favourable is commonly believed, and if, after all, the terms are 
rejected, there will be a very sharp shake out in markets thoroughly 
prepared to have peace proclaimed. 

Home railway stocks continue to attract considerable attention, 
and the disposition is to take them more seriously than bas been 
the custom forthelast two years. Although there is not much quot- 
able change to record, the electrical securities are hard along with the 
"heavies." Waterloo and City is inclined to harden in sympathy 
with the jump in London and South-Western stocks, due to 
prospects of the. Naval Review and much home-bringing of troops, 
uot to mention the benefit which would accru» to the line if the 
proposa! to magnify Southampton at Liverpool's expense should be 


turned to definite decision by the new shipping combine. It seems 
rather & pity that the Waterloo and City does not make an effort to 
pull its rolling stock and general arrangements into line with those 
ofthe Twopenny Tube. The Central London's Bill for doubling 
its line, “оп the other side of the Park," looks as though it might 
have considerable difficulty iu passing Lord Windsor's Committee 
in the face of the comprehensive scheme put forward by the North- 
East Londoa, the Piccadilly and City, and the London United Tram- 
ways Companies. Mr. Yerkes' plans look quite small compared 
with that which is to connect Hammersmith and New Southgate, 
Shepherd s Bush and Edmonton. District stock is dulier at 32% 
from the passing of the Embankment tramway scheme, but Metro- 
politan Consolidated.at 79 is nearly four pointe above the quotation 
ruling when a purchase of the stock was suggested last month. It 
is thought not unlikely that the Metropolitan may itself be taken 
over by the Yerkes-Speyer party. Brighton Railway issues have 
quite recovered from the flatness which befell them upon the 
appearance of the two suggested competitive lines, the last a 
mono-rail. 

Interesting enough in its way is the new issue of Electrolytic 
Alkali shares, but the conservative capitalist should let his interest 
be of the academie kind only, for he can buy the shares cheaper 
in market overt, than at the sovereign asked by the company, less 
5 per cent. discount to existing proprietors. The length of time 
for which the profits are stated is really too short for any reliable 
estimate to be made of future gains, and when 7 percent. is offered 
on Preferred shares in a company which expects to pay 15 or 20 
per cent. on its ordinary share capital, the prudent investor stands 
aside. But the Electrolytic Alkali has a process which,may, of 
course, eventuate in something тегу valuable, and the shares are by 
no means a bad gamble, considered as such. MES 

Electrica! Supply shares are moving within narrow limite, and 
the only reason for optimism in their section is the likelihood of 
the companies having a very good June, a month which, in the 
ordinary way, does not bring much grist to their mille. We may 
venture to prophesy that the external illumination of the Stock 
Exchange will be all electrical, but, seeing that the House” is its 
own supplier, the probable tri-coloured blaze will help no share- 
holdere' pockets. Peace news would do more good to electrical 
shares than half-a-dozen Coronation days. Welsbach issues are 
advancing—not on the electric mantle idea—but because of the 
support afforded to incandescent lighting by some of the gas com- 
panies. ` 

Electric Constructions have recovered to 18, and various garbled 
accounts are in circulation to justify the rapid fluctuations in price. 
The true story is simp!y that somebody who was closely connected 
with the company severed that tie, sold his own shares, and made 
no secret about it. The market, seeing Electric Construction sellers 
simply tumbling over one another in their haste to get out, took 
fright, hinted darkly at the report (which is not due until June), 
and let down the price to nearly £1. Now, however, the stream of 
selling has stopped, and we arc all beginning to feel our feet again, 
with the consequence that the shares have rallied to 14—1}. At 
the middle price they should be cheap, since we understand that 
the next dividend is hardly likely to be less thau it was this time 
last year, and that the company is doing very well. 

In another fortnight—on May 7th, to be exact—the long-delayed 
special settlement in London United Tramways new issues is to 
take place. After that event, it is probable that the Debenture 
stock may have a chance of improving. Behind it there is ample 
security both as regards. principal and interest, and for a steady 
4 per cent. investment the stock looks under rather than over- 
valued at &bout 103 to 104. And while we talk of these Deben- 
tures, it is fitting to draw attention to the similar stock of the 
British Westinghouse Company. It is obtainable at 49, and there 
is another 50 per cent. to be paid in a few weeks’ time. When the 
floating stock now on tap in the market gets into public bands, the 
quotation must surely improve by degrees. 

Tramway shares are a shade harder, perhaps in indirect sym- 
pathy with the success attendant upon the Thames Embankment 
tramway scheme. In this section Buenos Ayres and Belgrano Pre- 
ferences are amongst the most hopeful fora quiet advance. ` At 
the recent meeting the chairman spoke optimistically of being able 
to clear off interest arrears before very long. Calcutta Trams area 
“ market tip.” 

National Telephone Deferred stock has crumbled to 58 upon a 
number of selling orders, but the Preferred is practically unchanged, 
and a slight inquiry for the 4 per cent. Debenture stock has 
strengthened the quotation to 103. Oriental Telephones fail as yet 
to respond to the excellent report just out. With reference to tele- 
graphs, the Anglo-American Companies' securities are a little better 
upon the growing activity in the Yankee market. Far Eastern 
varieties are scarcely changed, and the amount of business doing in 
them is very small. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES, 


360] ai Buinn done 
Present KAME, or Shred ad uotations Quotation week ended 


pril 16th. April 28rd. April 28га, 


82,300 African Direct Telegraph, 4 y 4 Debs. soe eee eee 100 99 —103 99 —103 eec eee 


25,000 | Amason тоа с s shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 . oe | 10 31— 44 3à— 4i $a -— 
119, /7001| Amason Telegraph 5 95 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. ve | 100 | ... дк me | 70 — 80 70 — 80 a is 
804,720 Anglo-American Telegraph ... ses 858 s Stock 78/6 . | 44 — 47 ха! 44 — 47 455 
097,640 Do. do. 6 & Pret. өөө eas .. Stock 6 86 — 88 xd| 87 — 89 89 | #7 

8,097,640 Do. do. Deferred eee see eee Stock/£1 6g— 71 7 TET 74 78 7 yg 


44,000 | Chili Telephone, or 1 to 44,000 ... eee - - 514 175 
18, 888, 5006 Commercial Oabl $100 
1,741,0292 Do. aa Sterling 500 year 4 Ф Deb. Stock Red. Stock 


16,000 Ouba D WIPE eee eee ses eee TT. 10 4$ — 53 4 — 5 4} 
ке р Do. T 10 95 Pref. 00 eae coe өөө ens 10 13 — 14 8 т" ЕУ 
irect Spanish elegraph eon III eee 90 eae 5 3 — 4 = eo 
6,000 Do. do. 10 8 Pref. 2 00 eee TI 5 81— 9 8% — 9 9d 


80,0001 Do. da. 43 soo soo eee s 
60,7101 Direct United States Cable 


55 91— 104 | 94— 104 | 103] 98 
101,500; { Direct West Indis Cable, 4 % Reg. Deb, e 200 


99 — 102 99 —102 


4,000,000 | Eastern речек Ord. Stock ees oe 122 —132 xd|122 —132 127 | 122 
1,930,807 34 95 Pref. Stock me us Tm n ms .. | 83 — 86 ха! 83 — 86 854 N 
1,482, 2682 De 4 % Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock 25 . |205 —109 [105 —109 | 1073 | 1068 

000 | Eastern Extensi 124— 133 9518 13,4| 128 


Nos. 1 to 1,200 Red. 


eee 0 eec eee eon eee eee TP 108 —113 108 — eee 
„ . Гер || 100 — oe |98 —101 | 98 —101 | 1024 | 101 


$00,000] Ро. 4 % Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Sub.) 1—8,000 | 25 100 —103 [100 —103 ... | .. 
190,387 Globe Telegraph and Trust „ „ „ 85 — 93 81— 93 93 84 


do. 6% Prei. А coe 15 124 — 134 | 124— 184 135 | 12$ 
150,000 Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhagen 27 — 29 27 — 29 T: e 
75,000 Halifax and Bermuda Cable, 44 Y 18 Mort. Debe., 5 100 93 103 99 —103 
. pee 1 to 1800. ае Е 
17,000 European Telegraph 35 — 39 35 — 39 372 
100, 000 London eri n m Tele; h. 6 96 Deba., КЕ vis i , .. 1100 —104 [100—104 T ve 
72,080 | Montevideo Telephone, ier » Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. 1 T v +— 1i i— 4 308 s 
ЯК 40 Do. до. do. 5% Fret, Nos. 1 to 26,498 1 - М i— 1 j— 1 is 
983,333 | National 5 Pref. Stock ove 100 5 |5 % | 95 — 99 95 — 99 96} | 954 
200,000 Pref. shares  ... 508 (is т 2| wes 34 33 33— 38 33— 33 985 a 
1,966,667 De Def. Stock 5 100. 60 |64xd| 58 — 62 57 — 61 584 | 57 
15,000 Do. 6 V Oum. ist Pref. T $ 10 | 6 6 6 13 — 15 12 — 14 А 
15,000 Do. : Oum. 2nd Pref. ... ЕЎ 6. | 10 16 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 
250,000 Do. аи 8rd Pret, 1 to 250,000 5 | 5 5 5 4j— 5i 4— 5 47 
2000, 0007 Do. " b. Btock Red. oes ө» Stock 34 83 34 93 = 96 93 == 96 е 
500, Do. eb Stock 100 1 ... | 4 4% |101 —195 101 — 105 103 , 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone к Elec., Nos. 1 to 171 504, fully paid 1|5%|6 6% — — 1 
100,000] Pacific and European Tel., 4 9 Guar. Ређа, 1 to 1,000 .. 100 f 99 —102 99 —102 Юи 
11,839 Reuters. coe TII eee [III [ITI eee 5 oe 6 — 6 TIT 7% 73 soe 
9 Submarine Oables Trust eee see оов vee bee Cert. eee 119 —125 110 —120 • ве 
United River Plate Telephone s ave 43— 4$— bł $s 
40 do. 5 95 Oum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 b 44— 5 44— 5 és 
179,9477 Do. do. b Debs. вов [I ee Stock 102 —105 102 —105 0 0 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 B Debs... ses `| 100 99 —101 99 —101 T 
80,008 | West Coast 5 America, Nos. 1—30, 000 and 53,001—53, 008 24 — — " oe 
150,0003 Do. 4 95 Deks., 1—1,500 gua. А Bras. Bub. Tel. | 100 99 —102 99 —102 8 
207,990 | Western m Татары, zin: Nos. 1—207,930 .. T * | 10 12 — 13 12 — 13 12 
848,7771 Do. do. : Deb. Stock Red. ooo eee 100 99 —102 99 —102 . 
88,921 Wost India and Panama egraph вов eos eon eee 10 4— # 1— ° 
4,669 Do, до. do. 6 V Oum. 2rd Pref. .. 10 34— 44 3à— 44 | ei 
80,0002 Do. do. do R N. Daba.. Noa. 1 to 1. 800 100 100 —103 1100 —103 iux 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... i ES МЕ i— $ i— 1 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa. .. |100 —104 [100 —104 
19,661 are N Kensington Elec. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19,761 106 6 % 6 % 8%} 9— 94 9 — 9j M жа 
20,000 до. 7 V Oum. Ргеһ.. 5 9— 9 9 — 94 sie е 
50,000 защ се Strand а Electricity Supply  .. ies 8 9 Ф 9 Ф 10 [4 9 — 10 9 — 10 95 985 
50,000 e 44% Oum. Pref. b [II vee eve 51— 5g 51— III oes 
250,000 De E Deb. Stock 66 100 | ... s .. [105 —107 |105 —107 jus 
$4,000 |*Chelsea телне веру Ora. 5 6 N 53 149% 51— 58 51— 52 58 
150,0002 Do. ү Deb. Stock Red. . eee Stock eee 110 —113 110 — 113 ecc | 
70,579 | City of Y London 8 Electric Lighting. 40,001—110,579... | 10 4 $ 0 t 5 % 8— 9 8— 9 
40,000 6 V Cum. » 1 to 40,000 . 10|6% 12 — 13 12 — 13 12| 12) 
400,0002 Ds 5 % Deb. Btock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid TE Aes 123 —128 |123 —128 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 | ... 103 —106 103 —106 ast 205 
40,000 . Elec. Г, „ Ord. 1—40,000 10 4 P 1% 4% 8— 9 8 — У 85| 8 
20,000 Do, do. do. 6% , 40 ,061—60,000 10 6 $ 12 — 19 12 — 13 128 14 
400,000 Do. 4$ V Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs (all paid) Rd. T aes . 107 —11) 107 —110 1094 | 1084 
85,500 Edmundson's lec. Oorp. е9 Ord. Shares eee вео bes 5 6 96 7 Ф eee 61— tà 64 — Eg eos s.. 
20,000 85 = 6 % Cum. Pref. eee eee өөө coe oon 6 — 64 6 — €4 63, 62 
120,000; до. 44 Y 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. oe | 100 | ... КРУ *. {106 —1C9 [167 —110 “з T" 
21,000 Kensington and ee Electric, Or. 5 | 11% | 12% | 10% 10 — 11 lo — 11 ee ез 
90,000 do. 4% Deb. Stock Stock iss .. |101 —104 [101 —104 T m 
110,000 Dodson Electric Supply 8 T Ord.  .. 3$. vec jus ses 11— 2 11— 12 es ene 
49, | го do. 96 Pref. 5 | .. 8 dal 44— 48 44— 43 dhl 4} 
do. фо. 4% 1st Mt Db. Stock Bd. |Stock| ... iis t. | 95 —100 95 —100 р " 
98,769 Metropolitan Electric Supply, 101 to 62,500 ove 1015$ 6 & | 0395 | 144— 154 15 — 16 153 | 15% 
220,000: 44 Mortgage гооо Btook bi d T e. [111 —115 11 —115 $2 “% 
250,000; De 34% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. Stock TT e. | 97 —100 {7 —100 
8,652 | Notting Hill Blectric Lighting 458 - wo. | 10/7 7 6% 14 — 15 14 — 15 
40,000 | Bt. James s and Pall Mall кеш Light, Ord. 955 T 5 14495 |144% 143% | 144— 154 | 144— 154 soy or 
20,000 Do. do. 7 95 Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 5 7 7 7 96 8— 9 84— 24 - cae 
150,000: Do. do. 34 V Deb. Stock Bed. ees 100 eee eee eee 98 —101 98 —101 ove eee 
12,000 | Smithfield Market Elect. Supply, í Ord.  .. see aes 5 |... А ves 1g— 23 | 18— 2} "T - 
50,000) Do. do. Dob. ese eee 100 eee eee 80 = 95+ 80 TM 90 . . 
65,000 | South London Blectricity Supply, God - wes — | 5 í11— 3} s2- 31 35| 3 
100,518 | Westminster Electric Supply, Ord. bes ias : 5 13 9. o 104% 114 — 12 | 11 — 12 | 12 | 114 
* Bubject to Founders Shares. t Quotations on dd Stock Exch 
t Ubiese otherwise stated all shares are fully bald. $ Dividends paid in deferred share warrants A чины bere к 1290 as Capital, 


ly 
Dividends marked § are tor e year consisting of the latter part of one year and tbe Grat part et the 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. — Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


C 
таи | NAMB, Quentin м зе се 
. April 16th, April rd. April 23rd, 1909, 
| е 7 unas шайлы 
20, 000 British Aluminium Ц Qum. Pref. eee ee ees 10 eve езе [TII 45 == 54 44— 54 eve TP 
$00,0001 Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Bel Stock e „„ | 88 — 92 88 — 92 ade E 
62, 1074 | British Electric Toten "S we sei wo | 10| 8%] 9 .. | 13§— 14g | 1343 — 144 14 11 
90,000 Do. do. Cum. Pref. oes 10 eve 600 vee 123— 122 123— 123 126 124 
600,000? Do. do. 5 Pes Perpetual Debenture stock Stock 124 —127 124 —127 1262 | 124% 
70,000 British Insulated Wire Ord. . TI een coe 5 20 * 15 * 10 9 84— 9$ 8 — 9 88 00е 
70,000 Do. do 6% Oum. Prein... 5 | ses 5$— 6i 53— 6 ues - 
50,000 |«[Browett, Lindley & Co. (1500) О: - sc [ME D э B. * | 138 to 15s. | 138. to 155. eee 
50,000 | 6 95 Cum. Pref. dis e| £1 885 6 .. {16/0 to 17/0 | 16/0 to 17/0 | ... xis 
105,731 Brush Elecl. Enging., Ord., 1 to 105,731 E 805 2| 54% 5 Nil i— 1 1— 1 2 S 
150, 000 Do. do. Non-cum. 6 Y Pref. . эз өз 2| 6% 6 V 3 96 11— 2 li— 12 1H 1% 
125, 0007 Do. FR 4i ds m ad Sto ... S. Stock ix .. [101—104  |101 —104 iss "a 
195, ‘0602 Do. Perp. 2nd Deb. Stock we. [Stock] ... T > 97 —100 97 —100 8 
30,000 Callender’s Oable 5 shares, Nos. 1—90, 000 5 15 Y 15 1 ... | 174— 184 | 17 — 18 179 
40,000 Do. do. 5 Y Cum. Pref. ез 5 е өз ‘es 54— 6 54— 6 5H 
90,0001 . Do. do. 43 95 1st Mort. Deb. "Btook Bed ». |Btock| .. ‘ 1111 —115 111 —115 ` s 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Btock sis wee ... [Stock] .. М 103 —106 103 —106 106 105 
440,100 Do. do. 4 % Pref. Btock eee eee ooo 


% 
4103 —106 [103—106 | 1054 | 105 
* 
* 


440,100 Do. do. . Def. do. 00е eee ове tock . 99 — 102 100 —103 100 x 
855,000 | City and Seuth London Railway  ... - ace - | 65 — 68 | 65 — 68 68 67 
54,000 | Crompton & Co., Nos. 1 to 54,000 UST 3| 743] s W .. | 3— 34 | 3— 34 | .. C 
Do. 5 95 1st Mort. Reg. 1 to 9000 m 
100,000: £100, and 901 to 11,000 of ё50тей]| "|" | = f 100 —10 100 —1½5 0| «| one 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Legt., “ A" shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 5| 6 220 1— 1— 0 zi З 
17,189 Do. do. do. “д” Shares, 01—017, 139 [III 5 6 2496 TII 2 — 3 2 — 3 è 
344,023? D Do. . do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red TIT 100 TT "TI TII 78 — 83 78 — 88 
100,0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock duo all pd. 100 | ... re .. | 82 — 87 82 — 87 S 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... ә 216% 69$ ... 1— 14 14— 12 16 1j, 
31,390 Do. do. : Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... see 24 . М? e 21— 3 2 3 208 - 
182,500] Do. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Btock ... |Btock| .. н . | 97 —101 97 —101 
18,000 | General Elec. Оо. (1900) 5% Cum. Pref. se « «| 10 . | 9$— 102 | 93— 103 Е 
150, 000 Do. do. 4 % Mort. Deb. eee [Il еге Stock ee 98 ЕР 101 98 —101 ° 
95, 000 | Henley's (W. p Telegraph Works, Ord. ... es ss 5 | 15 Y 20 20 95| 17 — 18 17 — 18 
35. 000 Do. do. 44 y 4 Pref. Im 5 43% 43 mr — 6 — 6 ee 
0,сс0 | Do. de do. 41 Mort. Deb. Stock. 8 .. | .. 111 —115 111 —115 : 
50,000 | India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works . | 10116 $9110 , | 21 — 22 21 — 22 a 
800,0002 Do. do. . do. 4 % 1st Mort. Deb... v» | 1 Е eae 99 —102 99 — 102 " e 
87,500 Ljverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... T ..| 210 | 889| 319| 14%) 44— 5 44— 5 s "nn 
1C. noo t Do. do. Pref., £10 paid eee eee 1 vee eee 10$— 11 104 — 11 О ТҮ 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 7,500 ... e. | 10| ... * | 154—164 154— 163 esi Sub 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref. ... - oo. | £1 . | 19/0 to 20/0 — 
$7,350 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance ... ‚| 12 | 15 171 20 | 34 — 37 34 — 37 37 364 
150, 0007 Do. 4 % Deb. Вав. Nos. 1 to 1, 500 Red. 1909 eee 1 eve TII eon 102 — 105 102 —105 "TT өөө 
25,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 - 5 | 12 12 $ ... 10$ — 114 104— 114 103 eus 
20,000 Do. do. 5 9, Om. Prt, Nos. 1 to 20,000... | 5 5i— К — 6 
540, Мий: Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Btock .. 0. wee | 100 | 3 % 8 * 3 * 91 — 91 — 94 94 | 925 
— Qvotetions ор Liverpool Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 5 From Bradford Share List, 
| LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
N a териле кеп Construction and Maintenance, k · Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Electric I f. Leib 5d eh 904. 1 
Natioval iring, 5—36. | j bo, do. J. 108—108. 
js pie Bir mirgbsm Sbare List. 4 From Manchester Share List. Bopk rate of discovnt 3 per Scent webs 6th, 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, April 23rd. 
CHEMICALS, &о. This week. Last week. Ino. or Deo. METALS, &o, (continued.) | This week,! Last week. Ino. or Dec. 
осень гооо oe ee por owt. 6/- b / ee p Copper Sheet ee eo ee per ton #11 an КЕ 
6 [1] ee ee per owt. 93J- 93/- ee L [T] ee ee эө eo per ton £71 £71 eo 
6 n Dain $$ per owt. 82/- 82/- TJ € „ ‘BDlectrolytic) Bars es per ton 268 ЧЕ 
@ oe Bulpbario.. ee ee se per owt. 6/6 6/6 ee e 68 [I] Sheete ee ton £76 £76 ee 
e Ammoniac per owt. 89/- 89/- oe e es [1] Rod per ton £68 £68 ee 
= Ammonia, Мана (orysal) :. per ton £88 10 £88 10 ee 9 u " Н.О. Wire por lb. 8d 8d. с 
. per ton 480 #80 ee f Ebonite Rod. eo ee ee per lb. 8/- ois 
a Bleaohin powder ЕБ se рег ton A n ee 1 * Sheet - T ee рег lb. 870 . YS 
& Bisulph 6 101 Carbon .. ee per ton 216 215 ee R German Bilver Wire ee eo por Ib. 1/6 у PP 
e Borax „. рег ton £18 £18 T h Gutta-percha fine ec. з per lb. : 
[ Bensole (90 ) oe эө ee per gal. 1/- q/- ee h Indis-rubber, Para fine ee ee per lb 8/14 to 8/2 8}- to 5/1 ld Anc. 
22 ® Жы: oo oe por gal. 5/6 6/8 2 $ Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. . Por ton . 818 ы 
a Sulphate a per ton £20 £920 $ Pig (Cleveland warrants)... per ton 48/7 47/2 1/5 inc. 
a Lead, Nitrate .. ee . per ton £94 £94 í n Fo h W tosize per ton] From #11 | From £11 mee 
в a ' White Sugar .. per ton #81 £81 „ Borap, ee per ton] 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 50,- zo 
UN сасе. Ж ee - — ty къы mee T $ , Wire, calvanived No, 8 .. person ; 715 pA $ 875 1 15 : 
& Когай, Bolvent (9095 a 100 C), per gal. 5/6 5/8 2 о Lead, English Ingot — .. . per tan] руу ә | io£il15]| 7/6ino. 
a Potash, Bichromate, іп casks.. per Ib. ва, ва. ee g n . Bheet ee es per ton] £13 10 #18 10 3 
а „ Caustic (75/80%) .. per ton £24 £24 oe >) Mangenin Wire No. 28 .. ee per lb. н,» 8/- is 
a „  Bisulphate ee per ton £RR ERR АЁ ee por bot. £8 16 #8 15 Д 
a Bhellac . e per cw, 125j- 120;- 5s. inc. 2 Mice “in original cases), small .. per Ib.] 84. to dd. 8d. to od. e 
a Bulphate of “Magnesia .. .. рег ton #4 10 £4 10 v^ d n 10 „u medium per Ib. 1/090 9/9 | 1/9 to 9/9 vd 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers . per ton £6 5 £6 5 ка d n u large. per Ib. 8/8 to 7 8/8 to 1/8 e 
а P FEMME фа e» per ton £5 10 £5 10 M p Phosphor Bronze lain castin per Ib. |11ád. to 1/2 [1144.00 1,9 . 
ee рег ton £6 £5 РР р " rolled bars & rods per Ib.] 1/-$0 1,8 - to 1,8 2 
2 gods, Ker (white 70 %) .. per ton £10 15 £10 16 ee р " " AG ое per lb. 1,2 1,2 ee 
6 n 8 „ рег ton £8 £8 és o Platinum T per os. £41 A4 1 s 
a B учн casks .. per lb. 244. 24d. xs i Silicium Bronze W per lb, | 10d. so 1/- | 104, to 1/- . 
Bteel, Magnet, So agio üeso'p'n per ton| From ae to 4406 së 
METALS, &о. | " u inb ee ee 9955 iode as aa 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lota per ton £148 £148 А d DM blok .. .. о «e POF tor £121 10 1 30s. dec. 
b 10 Wire, in ton lots per ton £224 £224 an ў » foil өө өө oe ee per lb. 78 са 
b Bheet, in ton lots per ton £191 | 191 ec wire, Nos, 1 to 16 ee per р. 17 1/7 Š 
p Babbitt’s metal ingots per ton | £76 to £195 £15 t^ £126 White Anti - friction Metals — 
с Brags (rolled metal 2” to 19" basis per Ib, 63d. 63d. T " White Ant” brand . per top| £88 vo 465 | 485 vo 8t nme 
с ре (brazed) .. ee рег lb. Rid. Rid. A j Xarns, 3/10s Grey Cotton, on ep'ls per lb. Id. ‚ 18, 5 
9 n (solid кые ee por lb, 7d. 7d. са „% ‘flea. Plax. ee рег lb. Gad. » 2 
9 y Wire, basis ee per lb, та. та. j а 8р!у101һв. Russian ee рег lb. А А e 
е Copper Tubes(brased) per lb, ва, Sid. j „ 10 tbs, Russian, single .. per lb. а ER 
(solid drawn) . per Ib, yd. 9а. La { „ 180 iba, Jute rove. per ton 26 810 9 a i 
; Oopper Bars (bes? selected) .. per ton £71 £71 * Zino, 80°, (Vielle Montagne ond.) рег ton] E22 10 £22 10 М 
` [ Messrs. (i. Boor & Co. | Р India Rubber: G.-P. and Teleg. Works oe fë Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
Quotations |i ун Ануш Com | Quotations | Метт games di e be. [Con el.] Quotations | m Menara, W. T. Glover à Со, Lad. 
Бирр n Messrs. F. Wiggins & Sous. supplied by | $ Messrs. Bolling & Lowe. supplied by a o Messrs. Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd 
e Messrs. Frederick Smith & Co, j Messrs. Walter H. Hindley & Co. p The Phosphor Bronze Company, Led 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
5" By А. С, EBOBALL. | | 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


4 
* 


(Continued from page 663.) 


. WnuicBEVER form of pole is employed, the cores 
be dove-tailed or otherwise let into the rim of the wheel, 
partly from mechanical and partly from magnetic considera- 
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Fia. 3.— GENERAL ARRANGEMENT OF T'wo-PHaASE FLY-WHEEL GENERATOR AND EXCITER. 


3,000—3,500 кү. ; 10,500— 11,500 volts per phase; 75 revs. per minute; 60 cycles; 96 poles. (Built by Kolben & Co., Ltd., for the 
Metropolitan Electric Supply Company, Limited, London.) 


- 


should 


e,. 


poles to the rim, by means of fitted bolts, which screw into a heavy 


square rivet passing through the built-up pole, is shown in fig. 2 (p. 662), 
жо also indicates the dove-tailing of the polesinto the rim of the 
whee | - 

The usual method of casting the laminated pole-shoe in the steel 
cores is illustrated in fig. 4, which gives all the details and 
dimensions of the poles of the3,000—3,500-x w. generator, of which the 
general arrangement is illustrated in fig. 3. The stampings for the 
pole-shoes, of the shape shown, are first built up to the correct 
dimensions and rivetted together; the pole-core is then cast round 
them, the upper part of the core being extended, as shown. By 
this means an absolutely satisfactory job, very difficult to improve 
upon from the mechanical point of view, is attained. - 

Another method of attaching the laminated pole-shoes to the pole- 
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Fic. 4.— FIELD Роге DETAILS OF THE GENERATOR SHOWN IN Еа. 3. 


tions. The latter must not be lost sight of, because the 
pole-cores and shoes of modern generators are invariably 
worked at high flux-densities, principally in order to reduce the 
pressure drop. When sheet-iron poles are dove-tailed into the rim, 
they can Le safely used at the same high values of peripheral speed 
usual w th casi-steel poles. The usual method of securing such 


cores is shown in fig. 6, which illustrates, however, the pole of a 
large inductor generator. The idea of employing Babbitt metal iu 
this manner is ingenious, bu; the method in question is certainly 
not so good as the one just described. 

With regard to the winding for the poles, this is nowadays 
always carried out with copper strip, wound edgewise, for all large 
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machines. The advantages of this form of winding, which was 
first used by Mr. Ferranti many years ago, are numerous. It is 
mechanically the best for resisting the effects of centrifugal force, 
it is not difficult to apply, and its appearance is very good. At the 
same time, it is the most economical in copper, as both the winding 
depth and mean length of turn are relatively small, while the heat 
is readily conducted and radiated away. Full details of such a 
winding are given in fig. 4, already referred to; the individual 
layers are separated from one another by means of pressspahn 
punchings 0°02 in. thick, and the complete winding is pressed on 
the pole (the preasure being maintained by means of a steel plate, 
аз shown) sothat the pole and winding become virtually one solid 
mass. 

The beight of the pole-cores must always be as short as possible, 


in order to minimise magnetic leakage between adjacent poles; . 


this height (that is, the length of the field bobbin) should be a 
compromise between leakage considerations on the one hand, and 


considerations of radiating surface and mean length of turn on the 


other. 
Assuming then that the lamiaated pole-shoes are а requirement cf 

good modern practice, it is now advisable to come back to a point 

previously touched upon, namely, the function of the pole-shoes 
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Sheet-iron plates from which armature stampings are punched. 


Fig. 5.—ARMATURE DETAILS OF THE 3,000—3,500 Kw. Two-PHASE 
GENERATOR SHOWN IN Fia. 3. 


with regard to the parallel running of the generators. As already 


pointed out, there is no doubt that the damping curreots in solid 
pole-shoes exercise a beneficial effect in this respect, which effect 
practically disappears when the pole-shoes are laminated. The 
question therefore arises, Is this effect of sufficient importance in 
modern plants to make it worth the designer's serious consideration, 
and if so, how shall the effect be retained in the design, in spite of 
the laminated pole-shoes ? 

In order to examine this point it becomes necessary to refer to 
two fundamental considerations which must form a basis for any 
discussion of the para'lel running of alternators—two points which 
are independent of all details of alternator construction. The two 
considerations in question are the turning moment of the prime 
mover and the frequency of the generator, and they are best con- 
sidered together, because they are in reality intimately connected. 

Theoretically perfect parallel running of generators can only be 
attained when the turning moment of the prime movera is abao- 
lutely uniform, or when the induced E.M.F. does not vary in a 
periodic manner. The former condition of affairs is practically 
attained with steam and water turbines, and the latter in the case 
of direct current plants. When the prime mover is a reciprocating 
engine, in which, from the nature of things, the turning moment 
departs more or less from uniformity, the quality of the parallel 
running will depend entirely upon the extent of this departure, 
and upon the number of field poles of the generator, considered in 
relation to the electrical constants of the latter. That is to say, it 
requires very much better engines (judged from the point of view 
of cyclic irregularity) to operate, for instance, slow-speed 100-cycle 
generators in parallel than 50-cycle generators having similar 
armature constants and the same speed. The higher the frequency, 


the better must the engines be, and the lower the frequency, the 
larger the permissible cyclic irregularity may be, in order to attain 
& given result, under similar conditions, such as speed, &c. 
Consider, for instance, the case of a pair of steam generstors 
operated in parallel on a given load—the quality of the parallel 
running may be judged from the value of the synchronising current 
passing between them. The ideal condition of affairs is when the 
synchronising current is zero, and this case would correspond to the 
two (sinusoidal) waves of generator E.M.F. coinciding absolutely 
with one another. With the two steam generators in question, 
which have a definite amount of speed irregularity in the revolu- 
tion, the frequency of each generator will vary in the revolution— | 
that is, the two E.M.F. waves will not coincide with one another, 
but there will be a phase displacement between them, which ia, of 
course, not a constant quantity, but varies over the revolution. Now 
the synchronising current passing between the two machines will 
depend upon the maximum amount of the phase displacement 
between the E.M.F. waves, and upon the armature reaction of the 
generators, which is practically fixed from other considerations, 
such as pressure drop, &c.; the synchronising current is propor- 
tional to the sine of the angle of total phase displacement, and can 
be estimated when the short-circuit current curves of the gene- 
rators are known. So that if a certain maximum value of synchro- 


. nising current is prescribed (for instance, 10 per cent. of the full 


load current of either generator) it becomes possible, knowing the 
constants of the generator, to find that angle of phase displacement 
which must not be exceeded, in order that the prescribed value of 


Fie. 6.—METHOD or ATTACRING LAMINATED POLE-SHOES TO 
Casr-SrTEEL PorE- ConEs. (Gauz & Co, Buda-Pesth.) 


tyochronising current may not be exceeded. This permissible 
angle of (total) phase displacement will be of the order of 4'— 6^ 
in most cases—that is, 2° —3° per generator, the value depending 
upon the armature reaction of the generator and the nature of its 
load—i.e., whether synchronous or not. Clearly this phase die- 
placement corresponds to a definite mechanical displacement of the 
magnet wheels from the position of absolute uniformity, and the 
amount of this mechanical displacement for a given phase displace- 
ment is given by the number of field poles. Remembering tbat a 
pole of one magnet wheel may be behind, and that of the other 
may be ahead, by the amount of its maximum mechanical dis- 
placement, it is clear that this diplacement per magnet wheel 
must be so limited by the provision of a suitable fly-wheel 
effect (the amount of which is dependent upon the 
design of the engine), that it will not cause more than 
half the permissible (total) phase displacement (4°—6°) when 
its effect is transferred to the generator itself. The connection 
between the mechanical displacement of the magnet wheels and 
the phase displacement of the E.M.F. waves is given by the 
number of pole pairs on the magnet wheel; in a two-pole - 
geverator the angle of phase displacement would be equal to the 
angle of mechanical displacement, while in a generator having 
*2 p" pcles, the angle of mechanical displacement is equal to the 
angle of phase displacement divided by the number “р "—that іч, 
by the number of pole-pairs. So that, in accordance with this 
reasoniag, tbe cyclic irregularity of engines for operating alter- 
nators in parallel may be such that the mechanical displacement of 
the magnet wheel shall not cause a point on it to be ahead of, or 
bebind, the point corresponding to absolute uniformity by an 


amount excceding 2R degrees. 


As the number of pole-pairs is given by the frequency for a given 
speed, it is now clear that very much better speed regulation in tae 
revi lution is required with high frequency generators, that is to 
sav, the permissible cyclic irregularity of the engine becomes very 
much less. This means that a better engine with a greater fiy- 
wheel effect is required for high frequency work, and even then, 
tLe teudency to hunt will be greater. 


(To be continued.) 


TESTS ON THE NERNST LAMP. 
Ву R. P. Ногве, Bowen Scholar, Birmingham University. 


(Paper read at Birmingham, March 19th, 1902. Communicated 
by Dr. D. К. Morris.) 
(Continued from page 665.) 


3. Under-run Test.—Long life and a very big drop in candle- 
power are the chief characteristics of this test. At no time did the 


watts Propi. te Volts. 
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candle-power remain at all constant as previously was the case, the TABLE IV. 
decrease continuing throughout the whole life of the lamp and the Lire TEST on CONSTANT CURRENT (0°89 amp). 
efficiency falling off in the same way ^ pu towards ES m ПЛЕЕРИ eae EUR | а 
luminous rod lacked that brilliancy and whiteness which usually H | 
characterise the Nernst lamp. "sar j omy. | power. | (rodoniy). | of Tod. 
t 
| ; Ohme. 
0 | 87:3 | 761 115 1101 
1 87:8 570 154 11077 
3 | 87:8 55:0 160 1109 
10 88:0 52:2 1:69 1111 
50 887 46:8 1:90 1120 
100 90°0 47°4 1:90 1137 
150 90:5 481 1:88 1140 
200 921 473 195 116°4 
| 250 98-1 49:8 1:87 118 4 i 
д 300 947 49:2 1:92 1197 4 
і 350 96:6 50 8 1:90 121:9 1 
i 
The life under these conditions was 372 hours. The total power À 
taken is not given, since this depends upon the variable resistance; 


used to keep the current constant. By running at constant current 
the life has been shortened by about 100 hours, but & high efficiency 
is retained to the end. 

5. Test at Constant Watis.—A similar test having less practical 
significance was made by keeping the power absorbed in the rod 
CUnvE 4.—Lirz TEST (UNDER-RUN) AT 1058 Vorrs. constant. It was not found practicable to keep the power more than 
approximately constant. The average efficiency is slightly greater 


: than in teste at constant voltage, while the life is not diminished as 
The difference between the watts expended on the rod and the in the constant current test. 


total watts supplied to lamp is in this case very smal), owing to the 
small drop on the iron resistance. * —— 


Taste III. (See Curves Iv.) D 
Lire Test on CONSTANT PRESSURE (UNDER-RUN, VoLTS 105 8). ЖЕ 
ro 


——To————MÓMMM—— M — —— ͤ M— 
Watts per candle. 


Total watts 
c ee A 
lamp. ; "Total. ‚ Оп rod only. F f 
le ne II oc Е - - Sa ЕЕ - - a s / 
0 99:5 842 | 119 111 | 
1 96:9 68 2 1 42 135 Н. 
3 95°9 63:0 1:52 | 1:433 | 
10 93 5 609 1:58 145 | 
50 88:9 | 43:0 2:06 199 2 Р 
100 86:8 381 2:28 | 221 | | 
200 836 33:9 2:46 2:42 | 
400 734 21 308 2099 ср Е 
600 66:2 |: 190 3:48 342 
9:0 576 112 5:14 | 5:06 Curve 6.— TEST on STEADYING REBISTANOFS. 
1,200 53:0 87 6 10 6000 Drop across terminals of iron wire corresponding to different currents. 
mM ga NC ap 
= Ж ЖИ Ж. 
4. Test with Constant Current.—The most interesting test of the '” Du i E a A ган | | 
series is probably that in whch constant current is maintained. Шш | | | 
Under ordinary conditions the current falls off to a large extent and „ 9 
the burner is then no longer run at its best efficiency, the decrease ff AM 
in candle-power being also objectionable and detrimental to the / 
ю 4 
55 PE 
| | ! | | 
ei EK. a a р | И T" EE : P onn] „ ы. cd 
| | ку) | | | 
KL. dl. LA = 
JN 3 | E Bal 
| . b. | | | | | ч 
| | | | | | i | | | | ж T | | ) 
— pue и ш ш Г FJ ИШ калашы D ш. 7 7 
Ё = | | | | | ir | A, new lamp; c, after 11 hours’ use; р, After 212 hours’ use ; 
ros | — — FF — и еф к, after 116 hours’ use. 
i x | E CURVE 7.—C.P.-VorTrAGE TESTS. 
s = — — en hes er ge zt - us T1 рт жерг 
| aM | | | | Lire Test with Constant Power (85:5 WATTS) SUPPLIED то 
a i : —— E " — - | І.омімооѕ Кор. 
| —— •— ——— SS ND 
| | | , 
|| EN ки EN Hours after | candle power, | Watts (on rod | Reristance of 
8 = Duration of Test T мы eee M _ " Ri RS ыы Len 
| | | 
Curve 5.—Lire Test at Constant CURRENT (0:89 amp ). 0 687 | 126  — 107 
1 53:5 160 114 
10 49 1°75 , 116 
| 10 404 | 205 131 
reputation of the lamp. But with constant current, the candle- 200 | 345 | 250 | 136 
power, after ita first drop, which is characteristic of every case, 300 34 | 2°43 145 
remains constant until that point is reached where, under normal 400 32˙5 | 2:58 | 146 


conditions, the candle-p»wer would have fallen off very rapidly, 
and here, in tea i of a drop, tie canile-power increascs for a short 55 СЕТЕ Ч DESI 
time, until the lamp бо ов itself out (Curve V.). The burne: lasted for 415 hours, 
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TESTS WITH VABYING PRESSURE. 


Candle-Power Voltage Tests. Steadying Resistance. A most im- 
portant feature in the lamp is the iron regulating resistance (see 
Curve VL), which is a fine piece of iron wire kept in a partial 
vacuum. The vacuum was found by comparing the volume of 
water sucked in when broken under water to the total volume of 
glass bulb. The mean value found was 26 in. Hg. 


20 40 ev 80 
у? лез osenited in Rod А 


CURVE 8.—RELATION BETWEEN CANDLE-POWER 
AND Watts ABSORBED. 


106 125 140 


Resistance o! Rog net · 


CURVE 84.— VARIATION OF RESISTANCE OF LUMINOUS * 
Кор wrrH Watts ABSOBBED. 


The regulating effect of this resistance was found by increasing 
the volts and taking readings of candle-power and watts supplied 
(see Curves VII. and VIII.). 


TABLE V.—REGULATION TESTS ON 100-waTt 110-уоіт Lamps AT 


VARIABLH VOLTS. 


| Candle power. 
Volts. | Afrer 11 bre. Ditto. 

New. New iron Old iron After 116 hrs. After 212 hrs. 

| resistance. resistance. | | 

| 

90 | 95 77 85 ` 28 ` 0:5 

100 | 35:5 | 27:5 32:5 96 12°5 
105 60 | 42°6 48°0 17 8 25°7 
105 . 637 | 46:0 497 2600 | 385 
llu s 645 467 507 37 0 56:0 
112 650 480 5277 43 740 
115 66 0 540 59°3 | 46 835 
120 830 800 94:5 48 — 
130 — — — | 81 | — 


—— — —— ͤ³— — 


TABLE VI.— VARIATION OF CANDLE-POWER AND RESISTANCE OF 
Нор WITH THE FOWER ARSORBED IN THE Rop 
ONLY (AFTER 10 Hours’ Run) 


Watts on red. " | Candle-power. Resistance ohms. 
40 AY 1*6 
60 17 5 145 
HIT 340 J14 
100 535 96 
120 80 | do 


Although when the lamp is new there is a remarkable regulating 
eflect for 5 per cent. above and below normal pressure (there being 
almost no variation in candle-power during this period) yet as the 


age.of the lamp increases this regulation becomes less and less. A 
different value for the iron resistance, it will be seen, gives & regu- 
lating effect at some other point. 


(To be concluded.) 


ELECTRIC FURNACES. 
By BERTRAM BLOUNT. 
(Paper теті at Manchester, March 4th, 1902.) 


( Concluded from page 571.) 


Іт is of considerable interest to manufacturers, more particularly 
those who have at their disposal large quantities of waste power 
from blast furnace gases, or the gases from recovery coke ovens, that 
a few weeks ago a decision was given in the Law Courts by which 
the manufacture of calcium carbide in the electric furnace has been 
declared public property in this country. Of course it is possible 
that an appeal may be entered against this decision, but I for one 
do not regard it as likely to succeed. As the matter stands at present 
it has been held by Mr. Justice Buckley, in an exhaustive judg- 
went, that the Willson patent for the manufacture of calcium 
carbide is invalid for want of novelty. Those who have studied the 
question are aware that Moissan's discovery of the method of pre- 
paring calcium carbide in an electric furnace was published some 
time prior to the date of the patent, and this publication was so 
full and explicit that everything necessary for the industrial pre- 
paration of calcium carbide in the electric furnace was thereby 
disclosed. No doubt there will still be rights in particular forms 
of apparatus, but the broad fact that calcium carbide can be manu- 
factured by heating lime and carbon together in an electric farnace 
has been publicly set forth and is open to everyone to utilise. 


TRE ACHESON CARBOBUNDUM FURNACE. 


This furnace is of the resistance type, but differs from the Cowles 
by having a conductive core distinct from the charge to be heated. 
The general arrangement is shown in the figure (fig. 14). The 


furnace is about 15 x 7 x 7 ft., and is arough brickwork structure, 


А, which can be taken down and easily reconstructed for each 
run. It is merely designed to keep the mass of raw material 
together, and to provide support forthe electrodes. Each electrode 
is formed ofa bundle of carbon rods с set in a heavy metal holder в 
by means of which the leads are attached. They project into the 
furnace, and between their ends is built up a core of broken coke, 
round which is packed the charge, consisting of 342 per cent. of 
coke, 54:2 per cent. of sand, 9°9 per cent. of sawdust, and 17 per 


cent. of comm n salt. This charge weighs about 10 tons, and if 


completely converted into silicon carbide (carborundum) should 
yield about 4 tons of this substance. The average quantity obtained 
perrun is about 2 tons, therefore the yield is poor. A furnace 
such as that described will absorb about 1,000 н.р., and take some 36 
hours for a complete trip. It will be seen that the apparatus is 
rudimentary in its simplicity, yet it is hard to say in what manner 
it could be improved. The product, silicon carbide, must be 
prepared crystalline, and as it does not actually fuse, but rather is 
formed by the action of carbon on silica in the state of vapour, its 
preparation by any process involving settling out or tapping, as in 
making block carbide or tapped carbide respectively, appears out of 
the question. Seeing that only one particular zone of temperature, 
viz., that immediately surrounding the coke core, is sufficiently bigh 
to ensure complete conversion of the raw materials into silicon 
carbide, it follows that the heat in the outer layers must be chiefly 
wasted. At present the industry of making carborundum, though 
interesting and potentially important, is not so large as to have 
attracted much attention from inventors. 


Тнк MANUFACTURE OF PHOSPHORUS IN THE ELECTRIC FORNACE. 


One of the most successful applications of the principle of tbe 
electric furnace is to the manufacture of phosphorus. For many 


years phosphorus was made by heating a mixture of phosphoric 


acid aud carbon in small retorts set in an ordinary furnace, and, of 
course, heated externally. The heavy consumption of fuel and 
frequent breakage of retorts usual in such operations made the 
method expensive. It occurred independently to Dr. Readman 
aud to Mr. Thomas Parker, in conjunction with Mr. Robiuson, that 
the heating could be better accomplished electrically, aud in 1888 
patents were taken out by both inventors. Realising that their 
interests lay together, the patentees joined forces, aud a process 
resulted so far ia advance of the older method of heating as tn 
replace it completely. The Parker furnace, as originally patented, 
is shown in fig. 15. It consists of a fire-brick chamber, F, with a 
feeding bopper, a, at the top, so arranged that the charge can be 
introduced without allowing access of air, and a side flue, c, to 
carry oif gases and vapours produced during the operation of the 
furrace. The lower part of the furnace is contracted to form a 
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hearth, and the charge at this part is strongly heated by the passage 
of a current between two sete of electrodes, с с, placed opposite each 
other. The flow of the current is started by small pilot electrodes, 
D D, and when the charge has been heated by these the whole mass 
ів maintained incandescent by the current passing between the main 
electrodes. By this device the heating is fairly well distributed over 
the hearth. Some method of this sort is requisite for phos- 


phorus, as the intense local heating of the arc is neither necessary 


nor desirable. What iq needed is a moderately high temperature 
applied internally, and diffused through the considerable mass of 
material constituting the charge. Even with all such precautions, it 
is not easy to heat a large furnace uniformly, and the units of plants 
are still relatively small. But, in spite of this, the real merits of 
internal heating are so great that the electrical process is now with- 
out a rival. 

Another form of phosphorus furnace is shown in fig. 16. It is 
practically a Siemens crucible furnace, closed so as to prevent 
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the exit of gases except through the determined outlet, р, 
through which the phosphorus distils. The upper electrode is 
water jacketed. 

Another substance for the manufacture of which the electric furnace 
presents substantial advantages is carbon disulphide. The reaction 
between carbon and sulphur is endothermic, and it is evidently prefer- 
able to impresa on the raw materials the requisite heat by an internal 
method of heating rather than to pour it in laboriously and expensively 
throngh the walls of a retort. 


ELECTRICAL ROASTING FURNACES. 


The furnaces which have been described above are from the 
nature of the case chiefly concerned in the production of high 
temperatures. When moderate temperatures—eg., up to a white 
heat, about 1,400? С. = 2,552° F.—are required, gas or solid fuel 
furnaces of well-known types are generally preferable, and certainly 
much cheaper under ordinary conditions. At still lower tempera- 
tures—for example, 4 moderate or a dull red heat—the case against 

the electric furnace is even stronger. One may, however, find 
instances when the use of the electric furnace is practicable for 
very moderate temperatures. Already, low temperature electric 
. furnaces are in successful use for laboratory purposes, and for the 
little muffles employed in mechanical dentistry. І propose to 
extend their employment, given suitable conditions, to industrial 
operations. 

In modern metallurgical praetice it not infrequently happens 
that an ore of paying richness occurs in a district where tuel is 
dear or hardly existent, and the means of communication so bad 
that the cost of imported fuel becomes almost prohibitury by 
the time the fuel is delivered on the spot. Such desolate 


‘regions, from the nature of the case, are generally mountainous, 


and often abundantly supplied with water-power. The enter- 
prising exploiter of a property of this kind naturally turns to 
some electro-chemical process of treatment, and if tbe water. 
power can be readily utilised without an unduly large expenditure 
for impounding, tunnelling, and the like, there is no reasonewhy 
the absence of fuel should prevent the successful and profitable 
extraction of the valuable constituents of the ore. But it often 
happens that electro-metallurgical processes need some preliminary 
aid from older methods, Frequently, for example, the ore has to 
be roasted. | 

In the case now being considered, as fuel is very dear, an 
alternative mode of heating is desirable, and this can be secured hy 
an electrical method. The cost, even with cheap water-power, would 
be excessive under ordinary industrial conditions, but in {he special 
circumstances cited it may fall within moderate bounds. 

As long ago as 1883 Faure patented a furnace, illustrations of 
which are here shown (figs. 17 and 18), designed for raising the 


Fic. 17. 


\ 


temperature of a charge lying on the hearth of the furnace by heat 
generated in a continuous conductor embedded in the sole of the 
furnace. Au obyious alternative is to let the conductor lie on the 
hearth itself or to embed it partially. This furnace was intended 
for the manufacture of sodium, but, as far as I know, was never 
put iuto use. It will serve here as an example of a simple method 
of internally heating a reverberatory furnace suitable for roasting 
Opoo: It would be easy to devise other forms to meet special 
needs. | 

The temperature required is so moderate that the practical 
difficulties are smaller than most of those encountered in electro- 
chemical work. Without setting myself seriously to the design 
of such a roasting furnace, I should say that a fire-brick hearth in 
which grooves were chased so that iron rods of fairly large sections 
were embedded nearly flush with the level of the hearth would 
serve as well as more elaborate contrivances. I should use a low 
pressure and a heavy current, so that the iron rods might be stout 
enough to resist wear and loss by oxidation. They could be easily 
and cheaply renewed. Systematic roasting in a revolving caleiner 
instead of on a fixed hearth needing rabbles and much band labour 
would be accomplished at least as easily as any form of roasting 
by fuel in a similar apparatus. Roasting furnaces needing ploughs 
or rakes dragged over the hearth mechanically to stir the ore 


would be better suited by the electrical method of heating than 


by the usual roasting processes; the wear and tear of such formas 
of mechanism is heavy, and is largely due to their exposure to 
the fire-gases which heat the ore. With an electrical roaster this 
would be changed, the sole of the furnace being the hottest part, 
the ore the next, and the plough or stirrer remaining fairly cool. 
There are certainly possibilities in the electric roaster when power 
is sufficiently cheap and fucl is sufficiently dear. 

In this paper I have purposely abstained from dealing with elec- 
trolytic processes such as that of Héroult for aluminium, and of 
Castner for sodium, because these operations are not characterised 
by the use of the electric furnace. It is true that the bath is hot, 
and that the heat is generated: electrically, but the process qua 
process depends on the electrolysis of the bath, and the fact that 
the bath is electrically heated is merely incidental. 

Та concluding, it may be permitted to make a kind of summary, 
which shall set out the,existent or probable applications of the 
electric furnace to industrial needs, and to the preparation of novel 
and useful materials. At the beginning of this paper it was stated 
that ' the function of an electric furnace is to produce a tempera- 
ture of a degree, or in а place unattainable by other means.” The 
two conditions, :he need for a high temperature and the applica- 
tion of internal heating, substantially determine whether a yiven 
reaction will be better performed by electrical energy, or by tome 
more familiar means of heating. "These canons, when applied, give 
the following groups: — 

First, products for which the electric furnace is indispensable. 
These are calcium carbide, carborundum— both already in large 
use—carbon boride, fused quartz in quantity, graphite, the diamond 
and the ruby, as imminent industrial possibilities. 

Secondly, those substances which may be prepared by other 
methods, but are difficult to manufacture economically by any 
external method of heating— such as zine, phosphorus, and carbon 
disulphide. 1 would add steel, for to heat this most delicate 
material in contact with ordinary fuel, and its products of com- 
bustion, is to invite disaster. Siemens realised this clearly enough, 
and if our friends at Sheffield were a little less tied by tra- 
dition, his ideas would have been in successful operation 20 years 
ago. 

These two groups provide a field of work wide enough snd diver- 
sified enough to satisfy the most ardent investigator or the keenest 
industrialist. I have endeavoured to point out where honour and 
profit may be sought, and I am confident that the competent seeker 


will reap an abundant harvest. 
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GAS EXPLOSIONS IN ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
CONDUITS. | 


I. 


AN interesting case was decided in the Clerkenwell County 
Court on Thursday of last week, in which the responsibility 
of gas companies for leakage of gas from their pipes was 
brought into question. The facts relating to the action we 
allude to, the Islington Borough Council ғ. the Gas Light 
and Coke Company, are these: On October 8th last an 
explosion of gas occurred in the conduits of the Islington 
Council in Highbury Park. The damage done to the 
Council’s property amounted to between £13 and £14, and 
this sum covered the renewal of shattered box surface covers, 
and the reinstatement of the flagging disturbed by the 
explosion. In addition, sundry shopkeepers’ windows were 
more or less affected by the air disturbance, and the claims 
wete left over for settlement when the responsibility of the 
parties had been settled by the action. 

The conduits at the point where the explosion took place 
consist of two 4-in. cast-iron pipes led into boxes of the 
Lowrie-Hall pattern, as made by Fowlers, Limited, of 
Leeds. These boxes are bottomless, and, in general, 
are of the class so commonly used by the General Post 
Office for the telegraph cables of the Postal Telegraph 
Service. A drawing of the latter is given in Preece and 
Sivewright’s standard work on telegraphy and telephony. 
At intervals the conduits in Islington are ventilated by 
surface ventilators on the principle which we described in our 
description of the system at its inauguration in our issue of 
March 6th, 1896. | 

It appears that on October 8th last, the occupier of No. 1, 
Hamilton Road, Highbury, the flank or side wall of which 
abuts on the portion of Highbury Park where the explosion 
was most violent, called the attention of the gas company to 
the smell of gas which was pronounced in the lower regions 
of the house, In the afternoon, men attended to scarch for 
the leak, and after ascertaining that it was not on the interior 


fittings, service layers bared the gas service, and about Ше. 


time of the explosion were engaged in attempting to locate 
the defect by means of а naked light or torch. 

At about 7.30 p.m. the explosion took place, eight surface 
box covers were thrown into the air or otherwise disturbed, 
and some of these were smashed. The area of the disturbance 
was from the box outside No. 1, Hamilton Road, along 
Highbury Park to Christ Church, Highbury, at which point 
a ventilator is fixed. Condensing the evidence and the 
points on which the case turned, it may be said that the 
explosion was admitted to be a gas explosion, that the 
damage was done as a result, and that the gas company's men 
were at work in the vicinity, but where the gas came from 
has not been clearly shown, as it is stated that no leak or 
defect has been discovered in Highbury Park, although at 
the same period a serious leak was known to exist, and was 
repaired at Highbury Corner, half a mile distant, but on the 
line of the conduits. The questions were :—(a) Was the 
gas company responsible for the leakage of the gas from its 
mains? (b) were reasonable precautions taken by the electric 
supply undertakers to guard against the risks following a 
leakage of gas? and (c) was the ** proximate cause of the 
explosion the action of the gas company's servants engaged 
at or near the corner of Hamilton Road ? | 

The plaintiffs put the borough electrical engineer, the 
assistant engineer, certain witnesses who could testify as to 
the facts at the time when the explosion occurred, and 
residents in the neighbourhood, iuto the box to give evidence 
a8 to the arrangements adopted on the electric supply 
system, the condition of things at the time, and the results. 
The defendant company called the distributiug engineer and 
the assistant engineer of the gas company, certain of their 
employés, and Mr. Shoolbred, as an electrical expert, to show 
that there had been no negligence on their part, and that 
they could not be held liable. One of the main contentions 
was that the boxes on the conduit system should have been 
made gas-tight, and designed to prevent the entry of leaked 
gas, while it was urged that suflicient or efficient ventilation 
should have been provided, but was not. 

The conduits were put down in 1898. It will be 
remembered that in November, 1895, the Board of Trade 


held a conference to discuss observations which had been 
received upon the draft revised regulations for securing the 
safety of the public, and ensuring a proper and sufficient 
supply of electrical energy by undertakers holding pro- 
visional orders. In the draft revision of the older regula- 
tions No. 27 was framed as follows :—'* All conduits, pipes, 
and casings used as receptacles for electric lines shall be con- 
structed of durable material, and of ample strength to 
prevent damage from heavy traffic, and where they are laid 
in streets in which gas mains are also laid shall be so con- 
structed as to prevent any influx of gas from the adjacent 
soil.” 

Upon this stringent provision the following observations 
were received by the Board of Trade. 

The Dublin Corporation stated their boxes were open at 
the bottom for drainage, and if access of gas was to be 
prevented these boxes would have to be reconstructed, and 
they doubted if the result would be more efficient. 

The Glasgow Corporation submitted that it was im- 
possible so to construct culverts as to prevent an influx of 
gas. | 

The Charing Cross Company thought it impossible to 
prevent an influx of gas, and regarded ventilation as the only 
remedy. 

The Manchester Corporation held that it was practically 
impossible to construct any subterranean chamber which 
should be absolutely gas-tight. 

The Institution of Electrical Engineers considered that 
undertakers should only be required to take precautions 
against accumulation of gas. When many gas mains are 
broken, as under the very exceptional circumstances of a 
severe frost, it was impossible to prevent influx of gas to 
chambers underground. The stricter enforcement of the 
Gas Acts was suggested. | 

The London Chamber of Commerce thought that gas 
companies should be put under restrictions preventing the 
escape of gas. 


The Portsmouth Corporation held it was quite 
impracticable to attempt to render conduits gas-tight. The 
gas companies should keep their mains gas-tight, and 


electric supply undertakers should be required to ventilate 
conduits. 

The Edinburgh Corporation and others argued that as 
gas companies were unable to prevent leakages of gas from 
their pipes, it was unreasonable to ask electrical undertakers 
to devise some way of keeping the gas out of their pipes and 
conduits, and that the only real remedy lay with the gas 
companies, 

As а result of the conference, the regulation was issued in 
the following form :— 

„All conduits, casings and street boxes used as receptacles 
for electric lines shall be constructed of durable material, 
&nd where laid under carriage ways, shall be of ample 
strength to prevent damage from heavy traffic, and reason- 
able means shall be taken by the undertakers to prevent 
accumulation of gas in such receptacles." 

Also in No. 34 of the regulations there appeared the 
following :— 

“All street boxes shall be regularly inspected for the 


presence of gas, and if any influx or accumulation is dis- 


covered, the undertakers shall give immediate notice to the 
authority or company whose gas mains are laid in the 
neighbourhood of the street box.” 

Unfortunately the gas companies are not required to give 
immediate notice to undertakers of the notification to them 
of leakage of gas, or of any other information they may 
possess of undue leakage from, or defects in, their gas mains 
or other apparatus. 

The judgment given in the Clerkenwell County Court 
last week does not settle the general question, nor is the 
responsibility of the parties at all clearly defined. It was 
held by the Judge that the facts of the case were very clearly 
made out. There was a leak at Highbury Corner, a point 
from which gas was pouring out in large quantities, and the 
Judge held that in all probability this gas travelled up to 
Highbury Park. (It may be noted, however, that there was 
no evidence that the conduits between Highbury Corner aud 
the end of Highbury Park, at or near Christ Church, showed 
any accumulation or presence of either burnt or unburnt 


gas.) However, the Judge was of opinion that this gas 
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was ignited by the naked light of the defendant company’s 
servants. 

The first point was whether there was negligence by the 
act of the defendant gas company. They had been notified 
on the day of the explosion that there was a great smell of 
gas at No. 1, Hamilton Road, and they sent to find if there 
was gas in the basement, but could find no leak in the house. 
An inspector then promptly sent men to find the defect out- 
side the house; a trench was opened, about 5 ft. long x 
2 ft. wide, and the foreman tested and found that there was 
not sufficient gas to indicate where the leakage was. There 
must have been a very extensive leakage and lodgement of 
gas, which filled the boxes of the plaintiff Council, and had 
also found its way into the premises of one of the frontagers 
in Highbury Park. This had been going on for some days; 
some time had elapsed, but the defendant company did not 
seem to have lost any time. The leakage filled the boxes, 
and permeated the earth to Christ Church and beyond ; the 
accumulation was not only a large one, but extended a con- 
siderable distance, although in the boxes there may only 
have been sufficient gas to cause the explosion. 

The defendant company's men were held to have set fire 
to the gas in the trench, and the flame travelled backwards 
to Hamilton Road and forwards to Christ Church. Prima 
facie negligence was attributed to the defendant company’s 
servants in that, being aware that there was a large accumu- 


lation of gas, and that the trench had only been open for а. 


short time, they used a naked light. This was a very negli- 
gent thing to do, and the judge held that the men ought to 
have known that there was danger. Their foreman stated 
that no naked light ought to have been used, and that no 
naked light was used, but the gas company’s engineers 
admitted the need of a naked light, and defended its adop- 
tion. 

The se-ond point dealt with in the judgment was pos- 
sible contributory negligence on the part of the plaintiffs 
in the action. It was held that their boxes were not of 
the best description; that the boxes were not sufficiently 
ventilated, having regard to the fact that gas leakages did 
take place, and that all reasonable means did not seem to 
have been taken to prevent accumulation of gas in these 
boxes. The conduits were left open, the ventilators entered 
below the tops of the boxes, and there might have been more 
frequent inspection. "Therefore it was held there was legal 
contributory negligence on the part of the plaintiffs. 

Then the third point had regard to the actual or real 
source of the explosion. "The judge thought that it could 
have been avoided by reasonable care on the part of the 
defendant company, seeing that they knew of the existence 
of the mains and boxes, that the whole of the ground of 
London is saturated with gas, that there was an escape of 
gas that morning, and that the inspectors for the districts, 
including respectively Highbury Corner and Highbury Park, 
had not communicated with each other agthey ought to have 
done, it being a duty cast upon each to inform his fcllow 
inspector of a serious leakage likely to cause trouble. It 
seemed that the use of a naked light in the trench near 
Hamilton Road by the gas company’s men was the proxi- 
mate cause of the explosion ; this was negligence on the 


part of the gas company's servants in that the light was. 


applied and set the gas on fire, the gas company at the time 
being aware that there were boxes in the vicinity, and that 
gas might accumulate in them. 

Judgment was, therefore, given for the amount claimed 
by the plaintiff Council and costs, on Scale D, with a stay of 
execution for 21 days and leave to appeal. 


HIGH-SPEED ENGINE DESIGN. 


THE existing high-rotation engines are the survivors of a 
very numerous ancestry. It is by no means certain that the 
really fittest have survived, for some of the high-specd 
engines as they exist to-day bear but little resemblance to 
their originals, The makers have enjoyed, perhaps, a con- 
tinuous existence and a type of engine has been evolved, by 
. means of a costly process of trial and error, that is fit to run, 
and will run, without frequent breakdown. The particular 


and peculiar weakness of the high-speed engine, especially in 
the early days of the art, when the high-speed engine was 
developing from a plaything to a working engine, was 
undoubtedly the crankshaft. One of. the best of the early 
engines designed by a really good engincer gave so much 
trouble with its crankshaft that the financial backing grew 
timorous, and the engine, which worked very well until it 
failed in the shaft, was dropped. Had it bcen persevered 
with, it is probable that to-day that engine would have been 
one of the best known. Early in the field of electric work, 
its backers would have been well rewarded for a little mo:e 
courage in the early days of struggle. 

If the early struggles of the high-speed engine could be 
gathered into a concise history, we think that the chief 
point to be noticed would be failure of crankshafts. It is an 
evidence of the want of scientific thought among mechanical 
engineers that crankshafts could persist in failing with 
alarming frequency without compelling thought to the true 
cause of failure. All manner of ingenious theories were 
advanced to explain failure, but the simple fact of insuffi- 
cient strength gained few adherents, The shafts were so 
obviously strong enough—stronger than was even proper to 
their horse-power and speed as compared with other engines 
—that weakness could not be the cause! But it was the 
cause nevertheless, and has been amply proved to have hcon 
euch, as could very well be shown by a reference to old shaft 
diameters and a comparison of them with those of to-day. In 
a high-speed engine the shaft is the chief member. A 
cranked shaft is a complicated structure at best. It is 
laboriously cut out of its crude forging, which, unlike the 
old wrought-iron shaft, has no scheme of construction to 
provide for continuity of fibre. When put to work it'is 
called on to resist complex stresses of torsion, and of bending. 
In the case of single-acting engines, the crankshaft is made 
responsible for the return of the piston to the steam 
admission end of the cylinder, a duty of no little severity 
that brings to bear on the shaft reversed stresses of a very 
trying nature, 

Fairbairn and Hodgkinson showed, about the year 54, 
that the reversal of stress in a piece was far more effective 
for destruction than even repeated stresses of the same order. 
Wöhler's experiments proved the same, and too little is 
remembered of the steel tests made by Sir Benjamin Baker 
at the time of the inception of the Forth Bridge, which all 
poiuted to the severe effects of reversed stresses. 

It is to be feared that the failure of so many crankshafts 
is responsible for the extreme mildness of the steel 
that has often been employed. It appears to have 
been forgotten in this respect that steels with low ultimate 
tenacity have a lower ratio of elastic limit than steels of high 
ultimate tensile strength. Thus, while the elastic limit of a 
58,000 lbs. steel will be 29,000 lbs., that of a 90,000 Ibs. 
steel will be 55,000 lbs. 

Mild steel may be, and is, perfectly suitable for use as 
boiler plates. The stress is steady in a boiler, and 
ductility is essential, and even if the elastic limit is low, it 
will not be exceeded, for it is all provided for in the design, 
and there are no dynamic stresses. In a crankshaft it is 
different. "The shaft isa girder supported at, say, two points, 
and loaded at an intermediate point. It bends under the 
load. The bending may be small, but it is definite. 
Moreover, in the fraction of a second, if the engine be single- - 
acting the stress and deflection are reversed in direction, 
and, as in all cases of deflection, the greater the deflection 
the greater will be the effect of an. impactive load. 
Obviously it is of importance to reduce deflection to a mini- 
mum, and this can best be done by stiffening the shaft. A 
shaft is stiffened in three ways. Its span can be made less, 
its diameter increased and its unit resilience improved. 

Apart from the diminution of impactive effects, an in- 
creased resistance to deformation necessarily has beneficial 
results in respect of the even wear of the bearings. A shaft 
which bends cannot wear evenly in its bearings, but these 
will wear down most at their inner ends, and this wear adds 
to the bending moment in the shaft and aggravates the 
evil. 

There are, of course, objections to large shafts in high 
speed engines. The rubbing velocity is increased. But 
this must be faced. It is inevitable, and to be provided 
against by ample and proper lubrication, for sufficient 
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strength is a sine quá non that no other consideration can 
displace. We have been informed that high speed crank- 
shafts have been made of steel as low as 31 tons tensile 
strength. Yet it is known that steel of 42 and 45 tons has 
been used with perfect safety and satisfaction, and a high 
authority has stated that 50-ton steel may be safely employed, 
we believe, even for locomotive cranked axles, Such steel is 
rigid and keeps its form, it wears less, and preserves its cir- 
cularity better and longer, and being stiffer in the lathe, 
probably finishes more truly. Such a steel as is known, we 
believe, as Admiralty Gun Steel, and has a tensile strength 
of 45 tons per sq. in., is excellent for crankshafts and piston 
rods. Being rigid and unyielding, it remains undeflected 
under load, and thus minimises the effect of impactive loads, 
for it should not be forgotten that suddenly-applied loads, 
or moving loads, as they are termed by bridge engineers, 
owe their greater effects over dead loads entirely to the fact 
that the piece strained retreats before the load, deflects, in 
fact, to that point where its deflective stress is equivalent to 
the load stress. Where deflection is considerable, of course 


the applied loads gain so much more energy, to be ultimately . 


resisted, and parts which yield most will fail soonest. A 
usual specification for soft or low carbon steel forgings will 
ask for 58,000 lbs. tenacity, with a yield point in the testing 
machine of 29,000 lbs, and an elongation in 2 in. of 28 
per cent. where no diameter or thickness exceeds 10 in. A 
harder steel for the same maximum dimensions, and annealed, 
will be required to show not less than 80,000 lbs. and 
10,000 lbs. respectively, with 22 per cent. elongation. 
Small forgings not above 3 in. are specified 90,000 and 
55,000, with 20 per cent. elongation, while for 10-in. sizes 
they may be of 80,000 lbs. ultimate tenacity, and 45,000 lbs. 
elastic limit, with 23 per cent. elongation, while 80,000 lbs. 
nickel steel annealed is allowed by the same authority— 
30,000 Ibs. as elastic limit, and 25 per cent. elongation. 
Still higher steels of oil-tempered nickel alloy are asked to 
show 65,000 lbs. of elastic limit for 95,000 lbs. of ultimate 
tensile strength, with 21 per cent. elongation in 2in. It 
is, of course, specially important that phosphorus should be 
low in the high tension steels. An American allowance for 
soft steel is 0°10 per cent. of phosphorus, as against 0:06 
and 0:04 for steels of higher tensile strength, and probably 
better reeults will be obtained with English steels, which are 
usually made lower in phosphorus than is allowed in American 
practice. u 
The greater certainty in steel as compared with qualities 
to be obtained 20 years ago renders the use of high tenacity, 
and therefore more rigid and unyielding quality, safe to-day. 
It is certain that such stcels can be employed with good 
results, if steel makers are asked to produce them and are not 
tied down to physical, chemical, and mechanical specifica- 
tions that are as incompatible with each other as are unequal 
angles in an equilateral triangle. Steelmakers should be tied 
down to minimum percentages of dangerous ingredients 
like phosphorus, and .may be asked to afford a given 
tensile strength, and to state what extension they propose 
and will guarantee, but otherwise a free hand should be 
given them. | 


BRITISH, BELGIAN AND 
LOCOMOTIVES. 


AMERICAN 


THF correspondence and report on this subject, relative to the 
locomotives on the Egyptian railways, has been issued. It is a 
thoroughly fair and unbiassed report, and is of particular interest, 
because it shows at once the strength and weakness of the British 
position and the same of the American position. In the first place, 
it appears that. when it was a question of supplying locomotives to 
the Egyptian designs, the British makers were easily fret. But 
when the Americans were allowed a free hand to send stock goods, 
their prices were 19 per cent. lower than the British price to 
specification. Both when making to design and from standard 
patterns the American delivery was much quicker than the British, 
and as engines wcre wanted in a hurry, they had to be ordered from 
America and Belgium also. Mr. Trevithick, the engineer, found 
that the British engines rode much betterthan the Americans, which 
latter were very pcorly finished, but the essential parts do not seem 
to be bad, and the American engines, though inferior to the British, 
were much better than the Belgian engines. 'lhe worst of the 
American engiues was their inordinate coal consumption. The 


goods engines consumed 25:4 per cent. more coal, and drew 142 per 


cent. less load than the British engines, while the passenger 


engines burned over 50 per cent. more coal with equal load. | 

It is acknowledged and emphasised that the American passenger 
engine was a bad example for the work, and this emphasises the 
weakness of the American system. + 

Locomotives are often required so specially suited to the par- 
ticular duty required from them that to purchase a locomotive off 
the shelf, so to speak, may be bad policy, and it was so in this 
special case. 

The above points were elucidated after a very full series of trials 
by one of the inspectors of the Egyptian railways and the representa- 
tive of the American builders. The result as regards the 
passenger engine means £400 per annum extra cost. Thus the 10 
American engines cost annually in coal £4,000 more than the 10 
British engines, or enough to buy two new engines. The American 
engine is thus. very rightly characterised as an object lesson in the 
disadvantages of standard designs where these are allowed to delay 
or prevent improvements in design. Е 

Та the Belgian engines failures have been very frequent. The 
work was well done in these engines, but the material was bad. 
Tubes lasted 64 years, as against nearly 10 years in the engines of 
British make. In engines of the same design, British tubes lasted 
93 years, Belgian tubes 5,5; years only, and so оп. Thus in saving 
£46 per engine, or £3,404 for 74 engines, the department had to 
spend £24,777.in three years on new tubes, besides the labour ex- 
pense of putting them in. 

The report is, in fact, exceedingly satisfactory in all points for 
British makere, except as regards the time for delivery. Durability 
will tell, and there can be no doubt that the Egyptian railways have 
paid heavily for their inability, either financially or from lack of 
foresight, to purchase British engines in good time. Run into & 
corner they are then forced to buy inferior articles from foreign 
stock. 

Obviously, British durability and material have proved their value, 
but the inferior goudsof America and Belgium have been sold with 
profit to the makers, The lesson is that our own makers should 
strive to give better delivery, and that some degree cf stan- 
dardisation should be attempted, without carrying it to the extent 
that has caused the American engine to acquire a bad character 
for wastefulness. Curiously enough, the British engines not only 
rode better than the Americans, but had a better hauling capacity, 
being carried in the case of the goods engines on six driving wheels, 
whereas the heavier American engine had an apparently unneces- 
sary leading truck. So much is claimed for American locomotives 
as vehicles and as weight haulers, that it is satisfactory to find that 
genuine testa do not show that the adherence of an American-made 
engine departs from natural laws. A ton weight gives the same 
adhesion, whether in British, American, French or German engines. 

It is stated that it is cheaper to pay £500 more for an engine by 
a first-class British firm than for an engine by a second-rate 
Belgian firm ; and this, apart from delays and accidents due to the 
many failures of thecheap engine. Surprise is expressed that certain 
advantages of American engines, such as balanced valves and better 
steam regulation facilities, have not done more than they have to 
eliminate the losses due to the bad points of their design. 

Finally, it is said that' the Belgian engine, after 15 years, will 
bave cost £750 more than the British engine, and the American 
engine will, in the same time, have burned more coal to the extent 
of the value of a new engine, and will still be doing so. The 
Belgian engines by that time would be in good trim, having been 
refitted in their numerous weak points, so that it would have 
paid to have bought Belgian-made engines to Mr. Trevithick's 
design at double the price of the American stock engines. But 
the English-made engine would have been far superior to 
the Belgian. The lesson as to standardisation should not be 
interpreted by Westminster engineers as carte blanche to spread 
themselves on their own designs in all manner of details. 

There is ample room for a deal of standardisation without going 
to the length of American practice. Surely Americans are paying 
too dearly for the long narrow fire boxes forced on them by their 
extreme conservatism in respect of the bar frame—a feature that 
was rejected here 50 years ago as unsuitable, and one that the present 
condition of industry and steel manufacture in America no longer 
warrants. Foran engine to eat itself up, so to speak, in 15 years is 
extraordinary. Though American engines are wasteful, this particu- 
lar engine was more 80 than usual, and should not be taken as a fair 
sample, but only as a specimen of buying engines off the nail like 
tin pans. 

Lord George Hamilton, speaking at the dinner of the Mechanical 
Engineers on the 17th inst., emphasised the point of delivery, and 
if we are to judge from various reports from all over the world, 
there can be very little doubt felt that our locomotives are most 
decidedly superior to all others in workmanship, materials, and 
economy, во that it is always cheapest in the end to buy British 
locomotives. We are plea:ed to see that the speaker referred to 
the serious impediments thrown upon manufacture by different 
railways. Surely all British railways could unite to ask for the 
eame quality of steel for, say, a piston rod or a boiler ehell or other 
detail, and manufacturers could then keep much material in stock 
that is now ordered from specification in small lots at a time, 
simply because of the personal conceit of various engineers. Let 
material be good, but let it be all alike for equal purposes, 

It is clear that the old British solidity and durability is winning 
even where handicapped ; but let us see to it that the handicap is 
not too heavy. We note recently that some American firms have 
been seriously altering their patterns for the British market. We 
observe, further, that as American stuff begins to approach the same 
degree of strength, &c., as the British, £0, too, do American prices 
go up. We find that good sound American stuff is not sold at the 
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ridiculously low prices we have noted for the ordinary run of 
American products. Good work evidently claims its price, and, 
given fair play, no English goods need fear foreiza competition of 
& ruinous nature. | 

Sir Alfred Hickman also writes to the Times commenting on the 
question generally, and especially in reference to the question of 
tests of material. Не asks for a uniform test and conditions, and 
points out how this would help our home producer to get over the 
only difficulty—that of prompi delivery, which is impossible as 
matters now are. Why British makers should be asked to fill such 
very changeable specitications, and why inferior articles of most 
wasteful coal and oil consumption and poor durability and general 
inefficiency should be bought without any care or foresight whatever, 
passes the comprehension of all save the Westminster clique, who 
are mainly responsible for this unfair preference for inferior foreign 
goods. 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


XCIX.—SUDBURY ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


SUMMARY. 


Extent of Cuntract.—Supply, delivery and erection on prepared 
foundations of the whole of the plant required for an electricity 
supply undertaking. Work divided into eight different sections. 

System Employed. Direct current three-wire, with 460 volts 
between outer conductors. | 

Boiler.—One to. be supplied of water-tube type and approved 
make, capable of easily evaporating 4,000 lbs. of dry steam per 
hour at 160 lbs. sq. in. 

Injector.—To deliver 800 gallons of water per hour against a 
boiler pressure of 160 lbs., with feed water at 120° F. 

Forced. Draught.—Suitable arrangement to be fitted to permit coke 
breeze to be used. 

Exhaust Feed Water Heater.— An exhaust steam feed water heater 
to be provided, capable of dealing with 800 gallons of feed water 
per hour. 

Boiler Feed Pump.—One to be provided, steam driven, capable of 
supplying 1,500 gallons per hour against boiler pressure of 160 lbs. 

Pipework.—To be supplied and fixed, all as shown on drawing 
issued with tender. 

Steam Dynamos.—Two to be supplied, each capable of developing 
continuously 80 KW., and to give an emergency load of 100 gw. for 
one hour without injury. À 

Engines.—To be of enclosed type, to work non-condensing at 
150 lbs. steam pressure and at speed not more than 400 revolutions 
per minute. 

Range of Governing.—Governor to control speed of engine within 
2 per cent. between full and no load, the momentary variation when 
full load thrown off not to exceed 7 per cent. Hand regulation to 
extent of 5 per cent. to be provided. ; 

Voltage of Dynumos.—Dynamos to be shunt-wound to give 
500 volts at normal speed at full load. 

Temperature Rise.—After six hours’ full load run not to exceed 
70° F. when measured by resistance method. 

Steam Consumption.—Not to exceed 35 lbs. per xw.-hour when 
working non-condensing. If figure obtained more than 5 per cent. 
in excess of this figure plant may be rejected at option of engineer. 

Balancer and Booster.—One to be provided, consisting of four 
machines, two inners to be shunt-wound machines, 15-kw. size 
250-volt, to act as balancers; two outers to act as boosters, aud to 
have an output of 12 kw., 100 amperes at 10 to 120 volts. 

Speed, —Not to exceed 1,000 revolutions per minute. 

Storage Battery.—To consist of 270 cells, each having a capacity 
of not less than 250 ampere-hours when discharged at rate of 
83 amperes. Voltage of cell at end of discharge not to be less than 
1:85 volte when temperature of electrolyte is 60° F. 

Maintenance of Cells.—Tenderers to quote a price per annum at 
which they are prepared to maintain cells for three or five years up 
to 100 per cent. of their normal rated capacity. 

Switchboard.—'To be suitable for three-wire system, and comply 
with specification requirements. 

Underground Mains.—To be supplied and laid, of lengths and 
sizes specified. 

Feeder Cables.—To be concentric or triple-concentric lead-sheathed 
and armoured. 

Distributor Calles. — To be  three-core cables, sectional areas 
1 `05 `1 sq. in., placed in trough and run in solid with bitumen. 

Glow Lamps.—87 posts and 24 brackets to be supplied, each fitted 
with two 16-c.p. 230-volt glow lamps for street lighting. 

Station Lighting.—Generatiug station to be wired for 30 16-с.р. 
lamps. 

Specificd Dates of Completion.—' To be given by tenderers in each 
of the seven sections. 

Penalty for Late Completion.—One per cent. per week of the value 
of contract. 

Specified. Terms of Payment.—80 per cent. as work proceeds, 10 
per cent. on completion, 10 per cent. 12 months later. 

Period of Maintenance.—12 months from date of completion. 

Surelies —Two to be named, to be bound with contractor jointly 
and severally in a sum equal to 20 per cent. of amount of contract. 

Stipulations as to Removal of Foreman.—Satisfactory. 

Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to IV orkmen.—None. 

Arbitration Proposal. —Satisfactory. 

Date yor Receipt of l'enders.—May Ist, 1902. 


This specification has been prepared by Mr. W. C. C. Hawtayne, 
M. I. E. E., the consulting electrical engineer to the Corporation of 
Sudbury. 

It provides for the plant required for a small electricity supply 
station, designed for supplyiug a three-wire direct current network, 
the generating plant being two 80-xw. steam dynamos. 

Only one boiler is at present to be supplied, and both main 
dynamos are to be wound for 500 volts and connected across the 
outers of the system. The balancing is provided for in the motor- 
balancer and cells. 

There is little to comment on iu regard to the technical 
portion of the specification, the requirements are clearly stated, 
and no attempt is made to unduly limit the liberty of the tenderer, 
while his responsibility is clearly defined. 

The general conditions may also be accepted, the arbitration 
clause is unlimited, and worded in accordance with the draft 
clause agreed upon between the Municipal Electrical Association 
and the Electrical Plant Manufacturera' Association. The only point 
which it would be well to obtain & clear understanding upon is the 
penalty clause. Ifthe contracts are let separately, it is quite clear, 
viz., 1 per cent. of the contract price for each section per week late. 
If, however, one contractor is fortunate enough to secure the order 
for a number of the sections, and is late in one section only, it 
would appear that the penalty may be calculated as 1 per cent. of 
the total value of his contract. If this is the case, the tenderer 
incurs an extra risk if more than one section is ordered from him, 
for the penalty he has to pay for the same default is materially 
increased. 


THE TRUTH ABOUT HENDON. 


WHEN the inquiry took place on December 7th and 12th last into 
the question of a loan for electric lighting under the provisional 
order in the hands of the Urban District Council, во strong an 
opposition was made by all sections of the ratepayers, that the 
Local Government Board determined upon withholding their 
decision on the application until after the elections in the present 
month had taken place. | 
The announcement was made in the following letter:— 


“ Local Government Board, 
* Whitehall, S.W. 
“ February 17th, 1902. 


“ Sir, — I am directed by the Local Government Board to advert 
to your letter of the 7th-ult., with reference to the application of 
the Urban District Council of Hendon for sanction to borrow 
£36,400 for purposes of electric lighting, and to inform you that 
the Board have determined, in view of the strong opposition to the 
scheme manifested at the inquiry, to postpone any final decision in 
regard to the application until after the next election of District 
Councillors, in order that the ratepayers may have a fall opportunity 
of expressing their opinion on the question, with the advantage of 
the full knowledge of the facts which the inquiry has enabled them 
them to gain. 

“T am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
“Н, C. Monro, Assistant Secretary.” 


This action on the part of the Local Government Board, which 
marks the adoption of the wise policy, of requiring the ratepayers to 
be consulted before embarking at their risk in such an undertaking, 
gave great interest to the elections, which were fought entirely upon 
the electric light question. 

The contest was carried on with considerable spirit, and public 
meetings were held all over the district, the” subject discussed 
being the electric lighting scheme of the Council. 

The most important contest was that between the retiring 
Councillors, Messrs. Page and Lorimer, who were among the 
strongest supporters of the electric lighting scheme on the Council, 
and Messrs. Hearn and Townsend, who caine forward as opponents 
of the speculation. | 

At the opening meeting of Messre. Pave and Lorimer’s campaign 
at West Hendon, both candidates made the electric lighting question 
the most important item of their speeches; but in the result the 
resolution to support their candidature was defcated. 

At every public meeting resolutions favouring opposition to the 
proposed municipal trading were carried, with the result that the 
extraordinary courae was adopted of summoning a special meeting 
of the Urban District Council in the thick of the contest, to consider 
a resolution for withdrawing the application for a loan. 

When the polling took place the decision of the ratepayers was 
expressed in unmistakable terms, the figures recorded being for— 


Hearn Opponents of { 828 
Townsend the scheme, 789 
Page Retiring councillors 313 
Lorimer supporting the scheme, 231 


At the special meeting of the Urban District Council it was 
decided not to pass the resolution for withdrawing the application, 
but to poll the whole district after the elections, but this course did 
not tind favour with the Local Government Board, who wrote as 
follows:— 

* Local Goverument Board, 
" Whitehall, S.W. 
„Hr 3rd, 1902. 

“ Sir,—I am directed by the Local Government Board to advert to 

the interview which the chairman of the Urban District Council of 
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Hendon and Mr. Oliver had with one of the Board's officers 


yesterday with reference to the proposal of the Council to take a 
poll on the question of their electric lighting scheme, and J am to 
state that the Board contemplated that no further steps should be 
taken by the District Council in connection with the scheme until 
after the next election of district councillors, and they are not 
willing to facilitate any action on the part of the District Council 
in a contrary direction. B 

“І am your obedient servant, 

“ NoEL T. KERSHAw, Assistant Secretary. 
“The Clerk to the | 

Urban District Council of Hendon." 


This letter was read at the last meeting of the Urban District 
Council on the 14th inst., when the following short reference to the 
matter was made :— 

“Мт. Booth asked whether the whole subject would now be 
dropped. 

“The Chairman: That rests with the Local Government Board, 
I think. | 

“Mr. Booth said he thought the Council might make arrange- 
ments to pay what they owed and have done with the matter.” 

These are the facts, and they are thus dealt with by the principal 
organ of the press advocating municipal trading :— 

" Hendon preferred to proceed on entirely different lines—not 
to make the question an issue in the election campnign, but to take 
a poll of the ratepayers next month. . . . At Hendon, however, the 
electric lighting question, as we mentioned above, was not made an 
issue in the campaign, and as a result the Progressives have been 
defeated." 

In face of the truth about Hendon, about which there cannot be 
any possibility of dispute, what good purpose can our contem- 
porary hope to serve by so grave a misrepresentat ion of the facts? 
The question of municipal trading in electric lighting must be 
fought out upon higher principles than this. It is satisfactory to 
find the Local Government Board giving the owners and rate- 
payera an opportunity of deciding upon such speculations. It is a 
new departure which will improve the relations between the 
inhabitants of the districts and the Department, and avoid the 
strong feeling manifested in many places, notably Tonbridge, where 
the practical unanimity against the electric lighting scheme of the 
Urban District Council was ignored, and a speculation forced upon 
the community against their expressed will. 

In the North of London some of the local authorities are pro- 
moting provisional orders against strong opposition from their rate- 
payers, who have memorialised the Councils to call towns' meetings, 
or take polls to ascertain the feeling of the localities, but without 
success. The action of the Local Government Board in the case of 
Hendon, is a caution, which should not be lost upon the members of 
the District Councils. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Тномрвом & Co., Electrica] Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


8,052. ‘Improvements in or connected with incandescent electric lamps.“ 
A. L. REINMANN. April 7th. 


8,0%. “ An improved connector for jointing electric cables." J. C. GIII. 
April 7th. 


8, 065. * A door switch for electric light or gas.“ B. L. LAN MAN. April 7th. 

8. 103. Improvements in or relating to electrodes for storage batteries.“ 
NM. SdIINEIDEE. April 7th. 

M2, “ Improvements in electrical indicating and controlling mechanism.“ 
Tne Нох. R. T. D. RMO, N u. Арі 7th. 

C, 121. Improvements in or relating to electric lighting of railway or other 
vehicles.“ M. BUTTNE April 7th. 

8, 126. Improved service box and cable connection.” 
April sth. 


8,136. "Improvements in connection with fittings for the overhead trolley 
wires of electric tramears." G. Нил. April Sth. 

%,172. ‘Improvements in and relating to apparatus for the prodnetion of 
electrical oscillations of requisite amplitude and jrequeney.“ Н. Manprens and 
А. SHARMAN., April sth. * 

8. 178. "Improvements in switching apparatus for electric circuits.” J. D. F. 
ANDREWS and THE Бокста. Prhopecrions, Limaiep, April Sth. 

8, 181. © Improvements in and relating to devices for controlling polyphase 
and alternating current motors.” W. SrikeiTER and F. Desker, April Sth. 

M9 б Improvements in, or connected with, the controlling of electro- 
motors.” P. Coork. Apri 8th. 

5. 189. “Improvements in electrice circuit regulatirg devices.” G. P. 
MebDosSssELL. April sth. (Complete.) 

8.190. ‘Improvements in controlling means for electric motors, the inven- 
tion being applicable to electrie elevators.’ Orts ELEVATOR COMPANY, диа Кр, 
(Otis Elevator Company Incorporated, United States.) April 8th. (Complete. 

8,202, “Improvements in Röntgen ray apparatus, and in interrupters applic- 
alle for use in connection therewith, or for other purposes.” J. M. DasibpsoN. 
April Sth, 

8,207. “Improvements in electrozone phyeical exercisers.” B. C. Morros. 
April *th. 

b. 217. Ilinprovetnents in safety cut-outs for trolley lines and other wires 
саттар strong electric currents.“ O. T. Gaair rir and T. II. Kree. April sth. 

HCM. Clmnprovements in, ar relating to, spring inchs for use in telegraph, 
telephone, or the ike circuits.“ Tha TELEGRAUM. MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
Lixstiirpr, and W. BUILT. April oth, 

S. . Improvements in, and relating to, the electrica! smelting of ores and 
the reining of metals, and to furnaces therefor.” E. Srassaxo. April 9th. 
(Complete, 


С. Н. PEARSON, 


8,308. ‘Improvements in electric light-cure arc lamps for the treatment of 
the skin and other diseases." R. Отто. April 9th. (Complete.) 


8,815. “The Mec. electric coupling (for table decorations)" E. M. Cuir 
MAN. April 10th. 


8,328. “Improvements connected with up and down swinging brackets, arms, 
rods, holders, carriers, and such like, particularly applicable for gas, oil, and 
electric light tittings, and for displaying articles in windows.“ E. ToWNsEXD. 
April 10th. 

8,334. *! Improvements relating to the regulation of electric are lamps.“ 
М.Ј. L. Weston, (A. de Puydt, Belgium.) April loth. 

: 8,338, “A new and improved switch for use in electric incandescent light- 
ing." J. E. Sirtu., April 10th, 


‚ 8,939. “Improvements in, or in connection with, incandescent electric light- 
ing," J.E.SwiTH. April 10th. 


_ 8,340. “Improvements in, or in connection with, incandescent electric lizht- 
ing and electric call bells.“ J, E. SxirH. April 10th. 


8,311. “Improvements in, or in connection with, means for connecting 
incandescent electric lamps with dry batteries." J. E. SMITH. April loth. 


8,315. “ An improved electric hand lamp for use in coal mines and the like.” 
F. J. Turquanp and J. F. WAkELIN, April 10th. 


8,399. “Improvements in electric clock-winding mechanism.“ A. TCERX. 
April 10th. Complete.) 


100 "Improvements in radiators or condensers.” G. LAWRENCE. April 


8,411, An improvement in or relating to holders for incandescent electric 
lamps." J. Quiver, April llth. 


8.481. "Improvements in apparatus for multiplex telegraphy." Н. SCHMITT. 
April 11th. 


6,486. “Improved means for operating the carriages and controlling me- 


.chanism of same of electric telegraphic and similar printing machines.“ P. M. 


Jusrick, (The Rowland Telegraphic Company, United States.) April lith. 
(Complete.) 
8,187. “Improvements in transmitting devices for electric telegraphic and 
like apparatus." P. M. Justice. (The Rowland Telegraphic Company, United 
States.) April llth. (Complete.) А 

8,903. ‘Improvements in and relating to electrical measuring instruments." 
C. W. ATKINSON, April llth. 


8,520. ‘Improvements in converting electric currents." G. H. BAILLIE 
April 12th. 

8,518. "Improvements in electric switch fuses.” Н. H. Berry, P. F. W 
Simon and E. SKINNER. April 12th. 

8,532. ‘* Improvements in or relating to radiators and the like.“ J. FAULKNEEB 
and F. J. FAULKNER, Aprill2th. (Coinplete.) 

8,557, “Improvements in electric motor control systems." Tue Britis 
Тномвох-Носѕтом Company, LisiiTED,. (J. B. Linn, United States.) April 12th. 
(Complete.) | 

8,558. “Improvements in electric motor control systems.” THe BnrrisH 
Тномвох-Носѕтох Company, ІимітЕр. (J. B. Linn, United States.) April 12th. 
(Coinplete. - 

8, 566. Improvements relating to wireless telegraphy.” J. N. MASKLŁLYNE, 
jor. April 12th. 

8,577. * An iinprovement in carbon commutator brushes.” 
AND Co., LIMITED, C. RopbGokrs, and W. Panken, April 12th. 


8,502. “Improvements in the construction of secondary batteries.“ F. H. 
Hab ELD., April 12th. 


8,590. “Improvements in rails for electric railways and tramways.” L.P. 
Srauk. April 12th. 


SIEMENS Brog. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps). 


1800. 


4,818. ‘‘Improvemente in electrodes or plates of electrical accumulators.” Е. T. 
Parker. Dated March 14th, 1900. The part of the electrode that is to be coated 
with active material is, without cutting out any metal from the plate, formed 
into a number of parallel bands, transversely corrugated, with the corrugations 
of any one band interspaced with those of the adjacent bands. The corrugations 
are made by operating upon the plate with а pair of corrugated rolla ora pair of 
corrugated dies. The rolls and dies are made by clamping together a number 
of dises or strips, then cutting corrugations across allof them, then unclauiping 
them and arranging them with the corrugations of any one disc or strip inter- 
spaced with those of adjacent discs or strips, and securely fixing them їп 
relation to one another. The invention also consists in supporting electrodes 
of any construction by means of rods of glass, ebonite, or the like which pass 
through them, the plates being distanced froin each other by washers of glass, 
ebonite, or the like arranged on the rods. 2 claims. 


4,842. An electrie firedamp detector or Indicator." W. O. Wood. Dated March 
Mth, 1900. Dinasion of firedamp into the porous vessel causes а flexible 
diaphragm to complete an electric circuit at the spring contacts to the lamp. 
The electro-niagnet may be included in this circuit, so that when an indication 
is given, its armature is attracted, allowing the contact piece to fail іп order to 
complete a second circuit to the lamp, which is thus maintained alight when 
the diaphragm returns to the normal position. The vessel may have а flexible 
membrane at each end. 3 claims. 


4,885. ''improvements in electrical Instruments for measuring current pressure, 
and power In electric cirouits." G. D. A. Parr. Dated March 1th, 1900. Ап 
electro-dynatmoimeter, has a pair of aluminium coils, carried by arms of a 
pivoted vertical axle, and provided with connecting wires dipping in mercury 
cups in line with this axle. An arm of the vertical axle is connected to a hne 
metal strip wound on a pulley on a horizontal shaft, which is counected with 
the innerend of an adjustable spiral spring, and carries a pointer in front of a 
scale. The spring tends to return the pointer to zero, aud the movabie coils 
against two stationary coils in opposition to repulsion between the evils when 
current is passed through them. The movable coils carry a vane in a cup con- 
taining a viscous liquid, to damp oscillations. The movable parts may be 
detained by an arm movable by a milled head. The damping and mercury caps 
have enlarged tops, with tubes extending inward from their opent: gs, to 
render them non-spilling. One of the movable coils may be replaced by a 
balance weight. The instrument may be wound fcr measuring current, 
pressure or power, The provisional specification, describes the use of а toothed 
segment and pinion in place ot the arm, strip, and pulley. 3claims. 


4,921. Improved electrical method for securing regular tlmeinclocke.'' J. Grant. 
Dated March 29th, 1990. Electric clocks; escapeni nts. The escapements of 
distant clocks are operated by electro-inagnets receiving periodic currents from 
а master clock. "he circuit is made and broken between spring terminals by 
the intermittent revolution of a cam occurring each time a long light tly escapes 
froin a wheelin the master clock, 2 claims. 


4,933. "Improvements in regisfer dials for meters and tho like." Tho British 
Thoms on-Vouston Company, Limited. Dated. March 15th, 1900. The apparazas 
where indications are progressively shown through a stationary opening. а 
screen is provided having an aperture large enough to show only one indica- 
tion, and is moved forward therewith until the next indication is bebind ike 
stationary opening, when the screen is suddenly retracted to expose such next 
indication, ‘The invention is applicable to counters having continuous vearing 
especially in clectric meters, the power necessary to drive sach counters being 
constaut. 12 cluims, 
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Model General Conditions 855 y — e. 709 
Parliamentary «8 sa id ns ез ёк vee 711 | 
Legal и is iss nm agi — ses — 717 | І 
Correspondence :— Ir need hardly be said that we heartily welcome any 
Iting Uu wie i ку Л N . . T 
1 5 ү кен коюнан 116 attempt to standardise and equalise the conditions under 
Electric Wiring Methods of To-day, with Special Refer- which electrical contracts are carried out. 
ence to Conduit Systeme 718 : f 
Reason Manufacturing Company, Limited, v. Ernest F. Our columns have during the past two years pointed out 
NE 5 We. ду SS 2 a few of the anomalies existing in specifications for plant to 
An Explanatiufr̃nn nun . s e 719. which electrical manufacturing firms have, by public adver- 
Business Notes | ч *. 719 ; ae | КӨ à , ; 
The Karlsruhe Electricity Works (illustrated) .. 729 tisement, been invited to tender. ‘These stipulations have in 
The Berlin Overhead and а Electric Railwa ay i i 
(illustrated) (concluded) .. ER 7041 many cases been flagrantly unjust, in others perfectly 
Supply Station Account!... 735 ludicrous. Only those of our readers whose business brings 
OU AMNEM EN NN ш . зи them into close contact with the requirements of possible 
Stocks and Shares ... e зе vee c8 740 buyers and their representatives have any real idea as to the 
Share List of Electrical Companies das i 998 . 741 à i А А 
Market Quotations .. „„ „ se 742 detrimental effect which this archaic method of procedure 
Current 5 ecifications. —с. Че bus -— е we 743 . . : 
Physical Society = M i * "' 743 has upon our commercial prospcrity. It may be amusing 
The L. C. C. and Tube Railway Bilis . . 743 for the purchaser of an article costing possibly 308. to send 
Institution of Electrical Engineers :— : NE : ; А 
Air-Spiced Cables: Their Treatment and Use . 744 with his inquiry a long printed document, demanding from 
Tests on the Nernst Lamp 55 ie УЙ we 745 : , i 
The Wolverhampton Exhibition - "E B M the seller a promise to pay a penalty of £64 week if late, but 
1 s Rapid Transit Schemes | ..  .. 750 it is not business. The same may be said of a number of 
lectro-Magnetic Oscillations. — II. (illustrated) 750 16h e . ; 
A New Type of Continuous Current Are ат (illustrated) . 751 other demands constantly to be met with in specifications 
New Patents оозе * e 752 sent to electrical manufacturers. 
5 —— It is said that the contract for the purchase of one of our 
largest Atlantic liners was contained on one sheet of note- 
THE paper; how different it often is with the sale of a few small 
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items of electrical goods ! 

It would be an interesting study, but one productive we 
fear of little good, to examine the influence of the personal 
element in the evolution of the modern specification. It is 
enough for our present purpose to take them as they come, 
cach differing in phrase if not in substance, and each 
demanding careful examination before the signature of the 
tenderer is attached to the form binding him to obey all its 
stipulations and agree to all its provisions. 

The present is not, however, by any means the first attempt 
to evolve some form of order out of chaos. In other 
industries, as Mr. Hammond reminded the members of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers when introducing the 
subject to their notice, steps have been taken which have 
secured practical uniformity in procedure. In our own pro- 
fession four years ago, a Joint Committee appointed by the 
Municipal Electrical Association us representing purchasers, 
and the Electrical Plant Manufacturers’ Association acting 
for contractors, carefully considered the | matter, and їп 
February, 1898, issued a number of draft clauses, which 
they recommended should be accepted as standard, and 
incorporated in electrical plant contracts. To a large extent 
this proposal failed because the persons principally concerned 
in drafting specifications, viz., the consulting engineers, were 
not sufficiently represented on the Committee. 

At a later period an attempt has been made by means of 
agreement between the members of one section of the 
industry, viz., the cable makers, to improve matters by 
refusing to accept other than mutually agreed-upon clauses, 
but this has not resulted in securing that uniformity in 
practice which is eminently desirable. 

D 
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Mr. Hammond, who has for many years treated 
the drafting of contract general conditions as a fine 
art, deserves the thanks of the electrical community 
for having urged upon the Council of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers the claims of their duty in this 
matter, At his suggestion, in December, 1900, a Com- 
mittce was formed to prepare a draft set of “model” 
clauses for adoption as **stindard" by the entire industry. 
This Committee, wisely, in our opinion, obtained the 
co-operation of representatives of the Municipal Electrical 
Association, the Electrical Plant Manufacturers’ Association, 
the Cable Makers’ Association, and the Engineering 
Employers’ Federation, so that the result of their labours 
may be taken as in the main acceptable to all parties. We 
think it would have been politic to have also invited a repre- 
sentative of the Trades Unions to have joined their delibera- 
tions, since it would have helped to create the feeling 
amongst the workers in our manufactories that they were in 
а sense parties to the liabilities of their employers for the 
due performance of their contracts. 

We do not know whether it was the opinion of the Council 
that the present proposals were so near perfection that they 
could be discussed and finally adopted as part of one 
evening's programme, It was, however, clearly evident at 
the meeting of the Institution that the members rightly 
appreciate the important influence these clauses may exert 
upon the future of the industry, and desire that they may 
be fully and frankly discussed. We hope that the facilities 
granted for their further consideration will be made wise use 
of, so that the set of conditions finally adopted may be in 
every way suitable for their purpose. 

We agree, in principle, to the greater part of the draft 
before us. It is a real attempt to clearly define the respon- 
sibilities of the contractor, the purchaser and the purchaser's 
engineer, to hold the balance evenly between the conflicting 
claims of buyer and seller, to provide equitable terms of 
payment, a fair period of free maintenance, and an accept- 
able ratio between total value of contract and security to be 
provided by contractor. The rights of the contractor are 
also safeguarded in respect of penalty for late delivery, and 
he is permitted an unrestricted right of appeal to an inde- 


pendent arbitrator in case of dispute. We do not, however, 


approve of the form in which these principles have been 


embodied. The clauses in many instances appear unneces- 
sarily verbose, the real meaning being hidden in the multi- 
tude of words. It should be possible, by a little rearrangement 
and the free application of the pruning knife, to maintain 
the spirit of the present proposals while greatly simplifying 
the phrasing of the various clauses. 

As one of the speakers at the Institution pointed out, the 
draft bears evidence of being rather an adaptation of a set 
of conditions drawn up to meet other requirements than an 
attempt to draft clauses specially to meet the needs of ekc- 
trical contracts. 

It is along this line that we think the proposed conditions 
inay be improved. To render them popular they must be 
clear, and should be terse, and it is surely possible to 
combine these qualifications in such a manner that they may 
meet with the approval of counsel, and so be intelligible, not 
merely to the business, but also to the legal, mind. 

The Committee are doubtless wise in endeavouring to 
eliminate from the model set of conditions any stipulations 
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as to labour conditions. These in most cases operate in a 
manner never intended by their promoters. Instead of 
aiding the general distribution of orders over the country, 
such stipulations, if insisted upon, either concentrate work 
in a few localities where local conditions permit of the 
regulations being carried out without unduly enhancing the 
cost of production, or they result in foreign competitors 
being placed at an unfair advantage. We hope that every 
effort will be made to restrict the addition of special labour 
stipulations in public contracts in cases where these con- 
ditions are otherwise adopted. 

The present draft marks in many respects a distinct 
advance, and if it receives from all interested in the 
prosperity of the industry the consideration it deserves, it 
will, when amended in form and adopted by the Institution, 
appeal to а wide circle ав claiming attention. If the mora 
influence thus exerted is sufficient to induce those responsible 
for the preparation of engineering specifications to sink, at 
any rate in regard to general conditions, their own indivi- 
duality in their desire for the general well-being, this effort 
may do more than we at present think possible to place 
British commercial prosperity in the position we all wish it 
to occupy. It is just as essential from the commercial side 
of a business to minimise risks where this can be done with- 
out interfering with the rights of the purchaser, as it is from 
the manufacturing standpoint to reduce costs to the lowest 
possible point consistent with good quality and workman- 
ship. The general adoption of fair and equitable general 
conditions would do much to lower the cost of carrying out 
work, inasmuch as it would considerably lessen the risks for 
which provision must be made in fixing prices, 


A Nice Point of 
Patent Law. 


THE case of the Reason Manufacturing 
Company, Limited v. Moy, of which we 
published a full report last week, raised a simple but very 
interesting point in connection with the validity of a patent. 
The plaintiff company claimed damages for theinfringement of 
a patent for boxes for covering electric fuses in such a manner 
that the danger of two fuses being touched at the same time 
was completely avoided. The patentee had adopted (in 
1894) the ingenious plan of placing his two fuse boxes back 
to back so that each of them automatically prevented the 
one being opened when the other was open. Mr. J. С. 
Lorrain, who was called as a witness for the plaintiffs, said 
that down to 1894, he knew of no devices which protected 
persons who were unskilled and careless. The invention 
claimed was a fuse box arranged in such a way as to prevent 
any danger of a short circuit. The defendants, whose 
infringing apparatus was similar to the plaintiffs, maintained 
that the invention in question was not the proper subject 
matter for letters patent. All that the patentee seemed to 
have done was this; he selected the sort of fuse boxes 
which would do, and placed them back to back во close 
together that one could not be opened when the other was 
open. Mr. Justice Byrne found for the plaintiffs. In the 
course of his judgment he said, “ fairly used, this invention 
does to my mind obviate what it is desirable to obviate. It 
is useful, novel and it contains some invention.” This case 
is certainly very near the line which patent lawyers draw 
between contrivances which may or may not form the 
subject matter of valid letters patent. Invention,” said 
Lord Justice Rigby upon one occasion, “ consists in many 
cases of putting together items of common knowledge 
which по one else has ever thought of combining.” In the 
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case under notice, the inventor took a fuse box which was 
known, and a simple device for preventing two adjacent 
cavities being open at the same time, the result being a fuse 
box which constituted a marked improvement on those 
which had been previously known. Simplicity is no answer 
to the statement that a contrivance shows inventive genius. 
In the caseof Vickers v. Siddell, 7 R.P.C. 304, the invention 
consisted of an apparatus composed of a wheel and endless 
chain for turning heavy forgings, the wheel being internally 
toothed, and having a ratchet working in it, by means of 
which the wheel was caused to rotate, and the forging which 
rested in the endless chain could thus be turned from time 
to time to the extent desired. It was admitted that the 
elements were old. Forgings had long rested in an endless 
chain, and the idea of turning such forgings by rotating the 
wheel over which the chain passed was not new, and ratchet 
working in teeth was a well-known device for causing а 
wheel to rotate. But the result of the patentees’ combination 
was а hew apparatus of an extremely simple character, which 
possessed the advantage of being easily moved from place to 
place, and applied wherever wanted. The Court of Appeal 
and the House of Lords held that this new and useful 
combination of old materials was good subject matter for a 
patent. 


THE paper on this subject, read by 


Air-spaced Cables. Mr. G. E. Fletcher before the Man- 
chester Section of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, is 
interesting ; it indicates the remarkable progress which the 
use of paper cables is making. The paper also is а good 
example of practical work done in matters of detail. In 
one or two points Mr. Fletcher is not precise, thus, while 
stating that the “ minimum radial depth of the lead sheath- 
ing should be 100 mils. for a five-pair," he does not state 
to what, size conductors this refers; a **five"-pair seems а 
somewhat unusual combination and hardly susceptible of a 
good make up. In specifying the electrostatic capacity 
of the wires, the important omission is made of not 
stating whether the values given are for “wire to 
wire” or * wire to earth“ capacity; these values differ very 
materially, and it is most necessary that it should be indicated 
which is meant, lt is observed that the mica plates for the 
lightning arresters are stated to be as much аз 16 mils. in 
thickness; this is greater than the thickness (10 mils.) allowed 
by the Postal Telegraph Department, and materially reduces 
the protecting power. Mr. Fletcher condemns the system 
of having the cables drawn into pipes (a system exclusively 
adopted by the Post Office), and advocates tlie use of trough- 
ing in which the cables are laid. The Post Office, however, 
presumably, does not find the trouble of the lead gaining over 
the wires (in one case stated by Mr. Fletcher the lead sheath is 
said to have gained 18 feet over the conductor) ; it would appear 
ав if Mr. Fletcher's method of drawing-in were decidedly de- 
fective, or the pipes used were not properly smoothed inside. 
We notice that, Mr. Fletcher has experienced the difficulty of 
effectually sealing the leads when changing from open to 
cable work ; considerable difficulty in this respect, we 
believe, has always been found, and it is not by any 
means an easy matter to get over it satisfactorily. 


—— —E——ĩ— 


Horsfall Destractors.—A few days ago the foundation 
stone of a new refuse destructor for Taunton was laid by the Mayor 
(Mr. A E Perkins). It was stated that after exhaustive inquiries 
the Corporation bad unanimously deciced to adopt the Horsfall 
system, as recommended by Lord Kelvin, aud had commenced the 
erection of a four-cell plant, capable of converting 40 tons a day 
iuto innocuous clinker, 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


CAVEHILL AND WHITEWELL TRAMWAYS BILL. 


Sm SaMUEL Hoare presided on 23rd and 24th ult. over a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, which inquired into the 
above Bill. 

Mr. Moon, K.C., in opening the case for the company, said that 
the object of the Bill was not the construction of tramways, but the 
electrification of existing tramways of a total length of 3} miles 
running between the terminus of the Belfast Street Tramways 
Company at Chichester Park and Glengounly Gardens out into the 
country. The tramways were authorised in 1881, and were opened 
during the following year. Originally they were entirely in the 
county of Antrim, but now tbat Belfast had extended its borders a 
portion of the tramways was within the city. In the first instance 
the company were authorised to use mechanical power, and at the 


- outset they ran the tramways by steam, but in 1892 the retrograde 


step was taken of working them by horse-power. Now they wished 
to work them by electricity, and the only real opposition came from 
the Belfast Corporation, who maintained that if the line were 
electrified, they ought to have a purchase clause inserted in 
the Bill. Of course, as the Committee were aware, the 
Tramways Act of 1870 did not apply to Ireland, and there 
was no similar provision which was contained in that Act 
applicable to Ireland compelling a tramway company to sell 
their undertaking at practically the price of old iron to the local 
authority. 'The Belfast Corporation had seized this opportunity to 
ask the Committee to impose a purchase clause, which, if granted, 
would have the effect of altering the general law as applied to 
Ireland. If they were proposing an alteration in the general law 
in the case of a tramway which was seeking power to construct a 
line for the first time, there might be something in the argument of 
the Corporation. But here they sought to have a clause inserted in 
the Bill which would enable them to purchase an undertaking which 
had existed for many years, and for which they would pay merely 
the value of old iron. The company had a right of ownership in 
perpetuit y, and it was now sought by the Belfast Corporation to take 
away that right by the insertion of a purchase clause. The fact 
that the tramways were not purchaseable by the local authority 
really constituted the company's most valuable asset. The company 
had not to come to Parliament for powers to electrify the line, as 
that was provided for in the original Act. All they asked for was 
power to erect poles for the overhead electrical equipment. The 
electrification of any tramway was в most expensive matter, and 
although he admitted it might be reasonable to give the Corpora- 
tion the right of purchase if the lines in question were to be con- 
tinued to be worked by horse traction, now that the company were 
going to spend a large sum of money for the purpose of bringing 
their undertaking to an efficient state, it did not seem to be 
the occasion for altering the conditions under which the original 
powers were granted. A further argument against granting a pur- 
chase clause lay in the fact that а portion of the tramways was 
outside the boundaries of the Corporation, and they had no powers 
to purchase lines not witbin their own borough; and therefore it 
might bappen that the company would be left with half of the 
system in their bands. If Parliament were to allow the occasion of 
8 tramway company applying for powers to electrify their system 
to be seized by the local authority for the purpose of getting a right 
of purchase, the result would be that compavies placed in the same 
position as his clients, would continue the old system of horse 
traction. 

Mr. FITZGERALD, K.C., who represented the Belfast Corporation, 
said he should not attempt to deny that the proposed electritication 
was not desired by the public—his sole point would be that the 
Corporation were entitled to the purchase clause they were seeking. 

Mr. A. Nance, а director of the company, gave evidence in favour 
of the Bill. Не said that practically everybody in the district 
wished to have tbe tramways worked by electricity. To get over 
the opposition of a few people they would lay the tramways in the 
middle of the roads instead of at the sides. Inthe days when they 
obtained power to run the tramways with mechanical power, the 
only form of electrical power for tramways was the storage battery 
They now proposed to use the overhead gystem. "They were not in 
a position to find the necessary capital themselves, but they had 
made a contract with the British Electric Traction Company, who 
bad agreed to construct and fully equip the tramways for electrical 
working. The fact that the tramways were not purchaseable by 
the local authority was & very valuable point with the company in 
raising capital. 

In cross- examination, WrTNESS said it was true that the Tram- 
ways Company had practically sold itself to the British Electric 
Traction Company. He considered that the electrification of the 
tramways would be a great benefit to the district. The existing 
capital of the company was £15,000, and under the arrangement 
with the Traction Company that was to be turned iato 6 per cent. 
preference shares, and an additional £45,000 of cepital was to be 
found by the Traction Company, who were also to appoint two 
directors on the board. | 

Other local evidence having been given in favour of the scheme, 
Mr. J. S. SELLON, engineer to the British Electric Traction Com- 
pany, said he was acting as engineer for the scheme, and from his 
knowledge of the district he was satisfied that there were no phy- 
sical difficulties in the way of applying electricity to the tramways. 

Sir Daner Dixon, the Lord Mayor of Belfast, gave evidence 
against the Bill, and said that the Corporation were unanimous on 
the point that, if it was allowed to pass, a purchase clause should 
be inserted. 


Mr. Harnison, К.С, for the Belfast Corporation, said that, 
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although no formal resolution had been passed on the subject, he 
was authorised to say that the Corporation were quite willing to 
give the shareholders in the Tramways Company exactly what the 
British Electric Traction Company were paying for the under- 
taking. The Belfast Street Tramways would become the property 
of the Corporation in 1907, and it was most desirable that there 
should be only one authority for all the tramways in the district. 
There would be the further advantage that only one power station 
would be necessary for both systems. It could not be suggested 
that there was any pressing necessity for the application of electrical 
traction to the Cavehill and Whitewell lines, and the Corporation 
were ready and willing to bring in a Bill next year to purchase the 
undertaking and work it by electricity. 

Mr. H. LLOYD, K.C., replied for the promoters, and said that if the 
Committee adopted the suggestion of the Corporation they would 
be acting very unreasonably. Не hoped, therefore, the Committee 
would pass the Bill and refuse any purchase clause. 

In the result the Committee found the preamble of the Bill proved. 

Mr. Harrison, K.C., said that the Belfast Corporation would 
take no part in the proceedings relative to the clauses, but would 
reserve their rights for consideration in the House of Lords. | 


ScARBOROUGH TRAMWAYS. 


Tuis Bill incorporates the Scarborough Tramways Company, and 
empowers the company to make and maintain tramways and to 
execute certain street works in the borough. It came before Mr. 
J. W. Lowtber, Chairman of Committees in the House of Commons 
on 24th ult. as an unopposed measure. Mr. A. Campbell-Swinton, 
engineer, and the solicitor of the Bill, proved the preamble 
formally. 

Sir CHANDOS LEIGH (the Speaker’s counsel), said there were two 
or three points to which he must draw the chairman's attention. 
The Corporation wanted to subscribe to the company's scheme, but 
the Local Government Board objected to this unless the clause was 
drafted in a particular form. Such a clause had been agreed upon 
between the parties and Mr. Boyce, representing the Local Govern- 
ment Board. The clause imposed certain restrictions on the Cor- 
poration before they would be allowed to subscribe. 

The CHAIBMAx asked if there had been any other such case this 
gession. 

Sir Снлмров LEIGH replied that there had been very few cases 
of the Kind since that of the Hull and Barnsley some years ago. 
The power to subscribe was sought by the Corporation on the 
strength of the Light Railway Act, 1896. 

Mr. LowTHEB, after examining the clauses, allowed the Bill to 
pass through the Committee stage, and it will in due course be 
reported for third reading. 


—À 


BIRKENHEAD CoRPORATION BILL. 


THE Omnibus Bill of tbe Birkenhead Corporation came before а 
Select Committce of the House of Commons, presided over by Mr. 
Bell, on 24th ult. ; and the preamble having been found proved, the 
Bill was ordered to be reported to the House for third reading. 
Clause 13 asks for power to supply electrical energy in bulk in 
neighbouring district, and a further clause gives the Corporation 
power to supply electric fittings to consumers. 


SaLFORD CORPORATION. 


On 23rd ult. the Salford Corporation Bill came before a Committee 
of the House of Commons, presided over by Mr. Beil. The measure 
was previously before a Committee of the House of Commons 
presided over by Col. Bowles, so far as the tramway clauses were 
concerned, in order that these might be considered along with the 
Manchester Corporation Tramways Bill The tramways clauscs 
were altered by an agreement, and the Bill was reported to the 
House, but recommitted in order that the police and sanitary 
clauses might be dealt with. 
The Committee found the preamble of the Bill proved. 


PRESTON TRAMWAYS. 


A SELEcT Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Mr. Bell, on 23rd ult. considered the Preston Corporation Bill, 
which, amongst other things, sought to empower the Corporation to 
construct additional tramways in and adjacent to the borough. 

Mr. GERALD FITZGERALD appeared for the promoters, and ex- 
plained that it was intended to reconstruct the existing tramways, 
and extend the systems by constructing a new tramway in an adja- 
cent township to the borough of Preston. The present tramways 
were worked by a lease of the Corporation by horse power, and it 
wa proposed to substitute electric traction. The lease expires on 
January 1st, 1904, and the lessee also worked the other tramways 
in Fulwood. Tbe tramways were at present worked on the 3ft. 6 io. 
gauze, but in 1909 the Corporation promoted a Bill, which became 
law, and amongst other things, altered the gauge of 3 ft. 6 in. 
tramwaystoa 4 ft. gauge. Since then the 4 ft. 8) in. gauge had 
become the dominant system. Blackburn, which was 9 milcs away, 
laid to the south-east of Preston, and the means of communication 
was along the high road. It was thought advisable aud desirable 
to join blackburn and Preston by the 4 ft. 83 in. gauge system. 
There were light rail хауз in progress in the neighbourhood, and the 
Light Rail vay Commissioners had always laid stress on a staudard 


* 


gauge. The motive system to be adopted was the overhead electric 
trolley system. The lines proposed would be 8 miles 2 furlongs 
within the borough, double lines, and 4 miles 7 furlongs single line, 
a total of 13 miles 1 furlong within the borough, and the estimated 
cost of the construction of these lines was £155,764. Oatside the 
borough, in the Urban District of Fulwood, aud with the consent of 
the Urban District Council of Fulwood, it was proposed to add 
2 farlongs of double line, and 1 mile 2 furlongs of single 
line at an estimated cost of £14,190. The Fulwood lease expired at 
the same time as the Preston lease. For cara and depóts it was 
estimated that £23,320 would be needed, and for generating station 
and transforming apparatus, £25,802, which, with other outlay, 
would make a total estimated expenditure of £290,954. 

After hearing the evidenceof Mr. Cookson, the borough engineer, 
the Committee declared the preamble of this part of the Bill 
proved. 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING PROVISIONAL ORDERS (No. 4). 


On 24th ult. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) came 
before the Examiner of the House of Commons for proof 
of compliance with Standing Orders. The Bill confirms the 
following provisional orders granted by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888 :— 

Aberdare.—Provisional order granted to the Urban District of 
Aberdare, in the County of Glamorgan. The undertakers are 
authorised to charge 108. for any amount up to 20 units, and for each 
unit over 20, 6d. 

«linble.—Order granted to the Northern Counties Electricity 
Supply Company, Limited, in respect of the Urban District of 
Amble, in the County of Northumberland. The area scheduled is 
the Urban District of Amble, as constituted at the commence- 
ment of the order. The undertakers may charge 13s. 4d. for any 
amount of electricity supplied up to 20 units, and for each unit over 
20 units 84. 

Dover.—Order granted to the Mayor and Corporation of Dover. 
Clause 4 provides that the Board of Trade shall бх a date for the 
commencement of the order when they are satisfied that the under- 
takers have completed the purchase of the undertaking of the 
Dover Electricity Supply Company, Limited. The authorised 
charges are 11s. 8d. for any amount up to 20 units, and 7d. per unit 
afterwards. | 

Frinton-on-Sea.—Order granted to the Frinton-on-Sea and Dis- 
trict Electric Light and Power Company, Limited, in respect of the 
Urban District of Frinton in the County of Essex. The registered 
oflice of the company is 6, Old Jewry, ір the City of London. With 
regard to purchase by the local authority, in lieu of the periods of 
42 years and 10 years mentioned in Section 2 of the Electric Light- 
ing Act, 1888, there shall be substituted the periods of 30 years and 
and five years respectively. The undertakers will only not be 
authorised to break up streets for the purpose of laying down new 
distributing mains during the months of July, August and Septem- 
ber in any year. They will Ъз entitled to charge 118. 8d. for any 
amount up to 20 units, and 7d. per unit afterwards. 

Gillingham.—Provisional order granted to the Urban District 
Council of Gillingham, in the County of Kent. А special provision 
is made protecting the rights, powers and privileges of the Con- 
servators of the River Medway. The order will not come into 
force until the Board of Trade is satisfied that the undertakers have 
completed the purchase of the Gillingham part of the Chatham, 
Rochester and District Electric Lighting Company’s undertaking. 
The following charges are scheduled:—(a) Of any amount up to 
20 units 10s., and for each unit over 20 units 6d.; or (b) At the 
option of the consumer (1) for any amount not exceeding the equi- 
valent of 91 hours of supply at the maximum power which has 
been demanded by him at the rate of 7d per unit, and (2) for any 
further quantity exceeding the equivalent of 91 hours of supply at 
such maximum power at the rate of 3d. per unit. 

Hindh«ad and District.—Order granted to John Grover, of East 
Lynn, Finsbury Park, in the County of Middlesex, in respect of 
the parish of Shottermill, and a portion of the parish of Frensham 
in the County of Surrey, and a portion of the parish of Head!ey in the 
County of Southampton. "The powers given by the Order are not 
to be exercised unless the undertaking is transferred to a registered 
company. The authorised charges are 13s. 4d. up to 20 units, and 
8d per unit afterwards. 

Leadyate,— Provisional Order granted to the Northern Counties 
Electricity Supply Company, Limited, in respect of the Urban 
District of Leadgate in the County of Durham. The authorised 
charges are 11s. 8d. up to 20 units, and 7d. per unit afterwards. 

Leatherhead and District.—Order granted to the Leatherhead and 
District Electricity Company, Limited, in respect to the parish of 
Ashtead, in the rural district of Epsom, and the parish of Mickle- 
ham, in the rural district of Dorking, in the County of Surrey. The 
registered oflice of the company is 3, Arundel Street, London, W.C. 
Uudertakers will be authorised to charge 138. 4d. for any amount 
up to 20 units, and beyond that they may charge for any amount 
not exceeding the equivalent of 91 hours of supply at the maximum 
power demanded at the rate of 8d. per unit, or for any amount 
exceeding the equivalent of 91 hours of supply at that maximum 
power at the rate of 4d. per unit. 

l'aig чіт. —Order granted to Jules de Meray, Edward Whittred, 
Iltyd Petersoa and William Thomas Presslaad, carrying on business 
under the name of the Provincial Electris Supply and Traction 
Company in respect of the Urban District of Paiguton, in the 
County of Devon. The powers given by the Order are not to be 
exercised unless the uuderiaking is either purchased by the local 
authority, or if not so purchased, trausferred to a registered com- 
pany. Tee local authority may exercise the option of purchase 


within six mor ths by paying the promoters £200. 
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Stanley. Order granted to the Northern Counties Electricity 
Supply Company, Limited, in respect of the Urban District of 


Stanley, in the County of Durham. The local authority may at any 


time after the expiration of 10 years, give two years’ notice to the 
undertakers to sell at a price equal to the value of the undertaking 
as a going concern. Failing agreement, the price is to be deter- 
mined by arbitration. The undertakers are entitled to charge (а) 
for private purposes any amount up to 20 units 11s. 8d., and for 
each unit over 20 unita 7d. ; (b) for public purposes for any amount 
up to 20 unite 6s. 8d., and for each unit over 20 unite 4d., without 

rejudice to the provisions of Sec. 34 of the schedule to the Electric 
Lighting (Clauses) Act, 1899, as to energy supplied to public lamps. 


CLEETHORPES Tramways AND LIGHTING BILL. 


Бтв R. GuxTER's Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
22nd and 23rd ult., considered the Cleethorpes Improvement Bill, 
which sought to confer power on the Urban District Council to con- 
struct and work tramways, and make further provision with regard 
to thesupply of electricity. Mr. Ram, K.C., Mr. Vesey Knox, and 
Mr. A. M. White, were counsel for the Bill, and there were no 
petitioners against it, although the Home Office aud the Local 
Government Board were represented. 

Mr. Ram stated that the tramway proposed commenced at the 
end of the existing tramway (which terminated at the end of the 
existing sea wall), and the proposed tramway was to be carried along 
the sea wall. 

Mr. W. T. Dove as, civil and electrical engineer, stated that the 
sea wall to be constructed would cost £22,300, and the tramway 
extension, £5,000. 

The opposition of the Local Government Board was directed to 
portions of the Bill having no connection with the tramway or elec- 
trical proposals. With regard to the electricity supply, power is 
given to purchase & generating station and plant for the Great 
Grimsby Street Tramways Company. 

Tbe preamble was declared proved 80 far as the tramway and 
electricity portions were concerned. 


Тнк NoRgTH-EasT LONDON RAILWAY. 


Six Doucras Fox, engineer to the North-East London line to 
Southgate, explained the construction of the proposed railway, and 
said it was the first intention of the company to have a fireproof foot- 
path 3 ft. wide between the rails. After having heard the evidence of 
Col. Yorke, further consideration had been given to the matter, and 
they proposed to have a second emergency footway for passengers 
if it met with the approval of the Board of Trade. If, as they 
intended, they had a 13 ft. 6 in. tannel, there would be no 
difficulty in having such footways along the whole of the railway. 
The conductor would be carried at the side of the train under the 
emergency platform, so there could be no possibility of shock to 
any of the passengers. In view of the evidence of Col. Yorke, the 
sleepers оп which the lines would be laid would not be creosoted. 
Witness having described the route of the proposed line and the 
various stations, the Committee adjourned till Monday. 


BRADFORD TRAMWAYS. 


A Bzrzcr Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by Lord 
Pirbright, on 24th and 25th ult., had before them the Bradford 
Corporation Bill which authorises the Corporation to construct 
additional tramways, waterworks, street improvements, &c. The 
proposals in the Bill were to construct 13 sections of tramways of 
varying lengths, one line of which is nearly 3 miles long, and five 
lines over a milein length. One tramway goes outside the borough 
in the Urban District of Schelf, and by the other parts of the Bill 
the Corporation are authorised to purchase the undertaking of the 
Schelf Corporation. The estimates for tramways were £34,248, and 
£3,000 was also allocated for electrical purposes in connection with 
the tramways. 

The whole of the opposition to the Bill was confined to the water- 
works part, and the Committee found the preamble proved. 


ABERTILLERY ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


Тнк Omnibus Bill of the Abertillery Urban District Council came 
before a Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by Lord 
Pirbright, on 25th ult. Amongst other things sought in the Bill was 
power to make further provision for the supply of electricity. Last 
session the Urban District Council was empowered to supply elec- 
tricity. The estimate of the amount required for the purpose was 
£50,500. 

The whole the opposition was directed to the parts of the Bill 
not connected with electricity, and the Committee found the preamble 
of the Bill proved. 


Гонрох County CoumciL (Sunwavs AND Tramwarss) FILL. 


Ох 23rd ult. a Select Committee of the House of Commons, presided 
over by Mr. Hobhouse, began the consideration of the above Bill. 
Mr. E. Pollock, K.C., Mr. J. M. Freeman, K.C, and Mr. В. 
Wilkinson appeared for the promoters; Mr. Reader Harris, K.C., 
represented tne Metropolitan District Railway ; Mr. Lellews the 
Holborn Borough Council; Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., and Mr. E. H. 
Lloyd, the Great Northern and Strand Railway Company ; and Mr. 


Blennerhassett, K.C., and Mr. R. Berkeley, the Westminster City 
Council. | 

In opening the case, Mr. Erskine Porroc& explained the objects 
of the Bill on Wednesday, and stated that the propo:al of the 
County Council was to construct a tramway worked by electricity 
and to be placed in а shallow subway. The line was to commence 
at Theobald's Road, where it would form a junction with the 
existing tramway leased from the County Council. It would pro- 
ceed along the level until Southampton Row was reached. Then it 
would go below the level of the street in a subway varying in depth 
from 3 ft. to & little more, and pass along the site of the proposed 
new thoroughfare from Southampton Row to the Strand. There 
the line would turn towards the Embankment, which it would reach 
near Waterloo Bridge, where it would emerge into the open. The 
County Council were at present owners of 74 miles of tramways out 
of the 115 miles in the whole of the country. They had given 
notice to acquire 16 miles more, and they intended, when the proper 
time arrived, to acquire the remaining 25 miles. Parliament had 
sanctioned a Bill enabling the County Council to apply electricity 
to the working of the tramways, and at no distant date it might be 
anticipated that they would be able to work the whole of the system 
in London by electricity. The idea of the scheme was borrowed , 
from Boston, where they hada shallow tramway five miles long. 
The cost of the tramway would be about £250,000, and the lengch 
of the tramway about $2 mile. With regard to the petitioners, 
the local authorities were asking for protection so far as their 
streets were concerned, and the railway companies complained of 
competition. He denied that the subway would increase the cost of 
the tube of the Great Northern & Strand Railway Company. 

Mr. Етт2Млсвісе, chief engineer to the L. C. C., explained the 
works which it was proposed to undertake, and said that the subway 
would take all sewers, pipes and cables. 

In cross-examination, WrTNESS admitted that the tramway, at one 
place on the Embankment, would be only about 3 ft. above the 
Metropolitan Railway, and as it would be an electrically worked 
line, it was, of course, across a railway proposing to use electricity, 
and he did not see any chance of interference with the Metropolitan 
Railway’s works. 

Mr. A. BAKEB, tramways manager of the L.C.C., stated the result 
of his visit to America to investigate the working of shallow tram- 
ways there. They thoroughly investigated the working at Boston, 
and he thought it was an exceedingly good system. The success of 
the Boston tramway had been very great. 

Mr. J. A. BAKER, vice-chairman of the Highways Committee of 
the L.C.C. was called, and endorsed all the evidence of the previous 
witness. 

Mr. J. H. Rips, electrical engineer to the Council, stated that 
the proposed tramway would be on the conduit system. Cars would 
be single-decked, and the motora would be cased in stcel and fire- 

roof. The tunnel would be lighted throughout with incandescent 
mps. 

In cross-examination, WITNESS said that they would use electrical 
power in the proposed subway of similar voltage to that it was pro- 
posed to use in the Metropolitan District Railway when it was 
electrified. 

On resuming, on 24th ult, Mr, Reaper HARRIS, K.C., opened the 
case on behalf of the District Railway Company. He said he hoped 
the Committee would not pass the preamble of the Bill. If they 
saw fit to do so, however, he hoped they would put in a clause 
stopping the tramway before it debouched on to the Victoria 
Embankment. The idea of the Bill, he thought, was an alarming 
one. It was proposed to make in the middle of the Embankment 
roadway a tramway, and to have a station where the trams would 
atrive, shunt, and depart. It would be laid over where the District 
Railway ran under the Embankment, and the additional weight 
upon the girders of the railway would involve great danger. 

Sir J. WorrE Barry, consulting engineer to the Metropolitan 
District Railway, said the company paid £200,000 to the Metro- 
politan Board of Works for the wayleave under the Embankment. 
The railway had been constructed at a cost of £900,000 per mile. 
The placiog of the additional weight of the running of the tran- 
cars from 8 to 10 tons each upon the girders of the railway he 
looked upon with great alarm, and he should not be satisfied with 
the safety of the railway under the present construction of girders. 
In his opinion, quite apart from any matter connected with the 
District Railway, the making of a terminus on the Embankment at 
the end of Savoy Street, would be an intolerable nuisance from the 
point of view of the public. 

Cross-examined, WiTNESS contended that if the Bill were passed 
the girders of the railway would be strained an additional 2 tons 
per sq. in. by the running of the trams. The only way the railway 
could guard against danger arising from increased weight passing 
over the roadway would be by reconstruction, which would be a 
costly matter. 

Mr. PoLuock intimated that in order to meet any difficulties of 
the railway company, the County Council were willing to go to the 
expense of reconstructing a portion of the railway if necessary. 

Mr. Harris said that would not satisfy the railway company. 

Mr. BLENNERHASSETT, of the Great Northern and Strand Rail- 
way, asked for a clause to be inserted in the Bill preserving the 
rights of the company under the Act of 1899 in respect of their 
railway under the new street of the Council. 

Mr. BELLEws also asked the Committee for the insertion of 
protective clauses in the Bill under the Brompton aud Piccadilly 
Circus Railway Act, 1897. : 

The Committee having deliberated in private, the CHAIRMAN 
announced the preamble of the Bill proved. He said the Com- 
mittee thought tbe District Railway Company, if they desired it, . 
should: have a protective clause regarding the superstructure of tho 
railway where the tramway would cross it. The Committee were 
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willing to put in a saving clause on behalf of the Great Northern 

and Strand Railway, but in regard to the Holborn Town Council 

they were not prepared to give the clauses. 
The Committee adjourned. 


On 25th ult. the Committee considered a number of clauses sub- 
mitted by the City of Westminster to give the city cértain rights 
over alterations of drains and sewers, &., during construction of 
works. 3 | | 

The clauses were rejected, and other clauses having been adjusted, 
ihe Bill was ordered to be reported to the House. | 


TYNESIDE TRAMWAYS. 


A SELECT Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by Lord 
Stanmore, on 25th and 28th ult., considered the Bill promoted by 
the Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Company for an extension 
of their existing system. 

Mr. Влгғоов Browne, K.C., who appeared for the promoters, 
said the company was incorporated last year, and promoted a Bill 
for a considerable important tramways and tramroads. 

In reply to the CRAIRMAN, CocxseL said the distingtion between 
a tramway and a tramroad was that the first was constructed on the 
public roads, and the latter on private property. The tramways 
sanctioned last session commenced where Wallsend joined Walker, 


and proceeded through the Tyneside district to North Shields. 


There was also a tramroad from Wallsend to Gosforth. This 
session the proposals were in three separate parts. The first was a 
. tramway from Blyth to Bedlington, through Cowpen, and this was 
not opposed. Secondly, they proposed to extend the Gosforth 


tramroad so that the populous district of Coxlodge could be served; 


and thirdly, it was proposed to construct a tramway from Gosforth 
to North Gosforth. The opposition of the North-Eastern Railway 
Company had been withdrawn, and the only opposition was that of 
the Newcastle Corporation, who objected to the Gosforth tramroad 
crossing their tramway. His answer to that was that there would 
be no difficulty in having safeguards in the way of sigralling to 
prevent accidents. 

Evidence was called in favour of the Bill, including Mr. STEPHEN 
SELLON, who stated that he knew cases where one tramway system 
crossed another, and in such cases tbe Board of Trade always 
made regulations for the stoppage of cars before passing over the 
crossing. 

Local evidence as to the boon the tramway would be to the 
districts concerned was also given. 

Mr. W. Cain, a member of the Tramways Committee of the 
Newcastle Corporation, stated that in his opinion the crossing would 
be exceedingly dangerous. . 

The COMMITTEE passed the preamble of the Bill without calling 
upon the promoters to reply. 


Іохрох UNITED Tramways BILL. 


THE Standing Orders Committee: of the House of Lords have 
reported that Standing Orders ought to be dispensed with in 
respect of the London United Tramways Bill provided that the 
powers to construct Tramways Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 8 be struck out of 
the Bill. These lines are in the area of the London County Council, 
who refused consent. 


DARTFORD IMPROVEMENT BILL. 


SIR R. GuntER’s Select Committee of the House of Commons last 
week passed the preamble of the Dartford Improvement Bill, 
which, amongst other things, authorises the Urban District Council 
to make further provision with regard to the electric light under- 
taking, and to supply electric meters and fittings. 


— 


NORTHUMBERLAND TRAM WAS. 


Тол» STANMORE'S Select Committee of the House of Lords on 
25th ult. considered the Northumberland Electric Tramways Bill. 

Mr. BaLrour Browne, K.C., represented the promoters, who are 
the Northern Counties Electricity Supply Company. The object 
of the Bill, he said, was to authorise the construction of tramways 
from Morpeth to Bedlington, from Bebside to Blyth, and from 
Ashington to Newbriggin. The company, which was established in 
1901, had a provisional order for Blyth, and was erecting a gene- 
rating station from which to supply electricity in that town. "They 
had also provisional orders for the supply of electricity in Morpeth, 
Ashington and Newbiggin. 

As the objectors to the Bill, the North-Eastern Railway Com- 
pany, made no appearance, only formal evidence was called to 
prove the preamble, and the Bill was ordered to be reported to the 
House. 


ISLINGTON AND EUSTON RAILWAY. 


THE Standing Orders Committee of the House of Lords have 
decided that the Standing Orders not complied with in respect of 
the petition for additional provisions in the case of the Islington 
and Euston Railway Bill ought to be dispensed with, and leave 
given to the Committee on the Bill to insert the additional pro- 
vision. The provision proposes certain financial arrangements to 
allow of combination with the City and South London Railway 
Company. 


М№Мовтн-ЮАБт LoNroN AND CITY, AND NortxH-Kasr SUBURBAN 
| LINES. 


Ox 24th ult. Mr. Batrour Browne, K. C., in opening the case for the 


above companies, said that last year they were in opposition. At that 
time the North-East London Company had a line to Walthamstow 
in competition with that of the City and North-East Suburban 
Company. The Joint Committee of last year expressed the opinion 
than an extension further north than the North-East London line 
proposed to go would be very desirable, in view more especially. of 
the area of land taken by the London County Council for erecting 
workmen’s dwellings, and that, therefore, the Walthamstow branch 
was not needed if the line of the City and North-East Suburban 
Company were sanctioned. In order to comply with 
that request of the Joint Committee, the Walthamstow 
branch was now withdrawn. The Joint Committee also gave 
it as their opinion that the City and North-East Suburban 
route from the centre of the City along Bishopsgate Street was 
undesirable, and suggested that a better route would be eastwards 
from the City along Leadenhall Street, and then going in a north- 
easterly direction to Victoria Park. They had complied with that 
suggestion also, and the new North-East Suburban line running to 
Chingford took the very route indicated by the Committee. The 
line had also been extended to Southgate past the workmen's 
dwellings which the County Council were erecting at Tottenham. 
because there was a district there which needed a great deal cf 
development. The total length of the City and Suburban line was 154 
miles, only four of which would be tube railway, while the North- 
East London line was 13} miles long, 94 of which would be under- 
ground. The central line from Hammersmith to Charing Сг. +в 
was the pivot on which the whole scheme depended for a through 
route from the extreme West to the East of London. T 
The Committee then adjourned till Friday. 


On Friday, 25th ult., at the opening of the Committee, Mr. 
C. RAWLINGS, chairman of the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Hammersmith Borough Council, was examined as to the attitude «f 
the Council in respect of the scheme. He faid that the Council, 
in giving their support to the amalgamated echeme, were influenced 
by the concessions in the way of road widenings, which the London 
United had agreed to make, and also by the fact that by the amal- 
gamation, the needs of the neighbourhood would be best served. 

Sir EDWARD CLARKE then addressed the Committee on the general 
case for the combined scheme. In the first place, he said he wished 
to repudiate the suggestion that there had been any sort of bribe 
offered to the Hammersmith Borough Council to secure their sup- 
port to one of the two competing lines, and that they had been 
ready to accept the highest terms. The present inquiry would be a 
very costly and elaborate one, and everybody must hope that it 
would result in a scheme being sanctioned which would be a prac- 
tical one, and which would satisfy the requirements laid down by 
Parliamentary Committees in the past. It was of the utmost 
importance that any scheme which proposed to carry passengers 
from Hammersmith to the City, and thence to the east of London, 
should be a through line, anc nota circle. A circle in the centre 
of the metropolis would be a most mischievous thing to establish 
as it would set up a monopoly, and access could only be gained to 
the circle lines by means of confluent junctions. Confluent junc- 
tions were very difficult to arrange, and when made were sources of 
some danger and of inevitable delay. 'The problem to be solved in 
this case was—that having got the people from the large districts 
outside London to Hammersmith and Shepherd's Bush by tram- 
way—how were they to get them into the City and through to the 
East-end? As the London United already had control by means 
of its tramways of the passenger traffic to Hammersmith and 
Shepherd's Bush, he submitted that they were more interested than 
anybody else in developing and continuing it straight through to 
the City. He did not think he need say much about the financial 
aspect of the question, as he had no doubt that the Committee would 
have been quite satisfied from the evidence of Mr. Clinton Dawkins 
that the promoters would be able to find the necessary capital. The 
scheme was one of the most complete for the construction of 
tube railways that had come before Parliament. It was pro- 
moted by gentlemen who were best qualified to carry it out; 
its solvency was assured, as was its actual construction. 
lt would tap traffic from the North, East, South, and West, and 
carry passengers right through London, and would give such 
facilities in the way of through fares as had never before been 
possible by any company. There would be one board of directors, 
gathered from the varioys lines, which would secure unity of 
administration, which was a most important thing from the pablic 
point of view. He submitted that the scheme should be sanctioned 
by their Lordships as one that would best tend to relieve the prés- 
sure and overcrowding that now existed in the central parts of this 
metropolis. 

The CHAInuAN said he would like to know from Sir E. Clarke 
whether he intended to lay before the Committee a definite scheme 
of administration of the combined railways as presented before the 
Committee. 

Sir E. CLARKE replied that he was given to understand that an 
agreement as to combined management was being prepared, and 
would be laid before their Lordships. . 

Mr. LirrLER, K.C., expressed the opinion that counsel should 
have an opportunity of sceing the scheme as early as possible. In 
his opinion it would be impossible to carry out the amalgamatcd 
scheme this session from the point of view of procedure. 

Sir E. CLABKE replied that he did not see any difficulty in the 
matter. If tbe Committee allowed the combined scheme to pro- 
ceed, it would be perfectly easy to carry it out in accordance wit 
Parliamentary rules. mE 
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Mr. S. ВАмоЕг„, M.P., for Whitechapel, called on behalf of the 
City & North-East Suburban Railway Company, said he was firmly 
of opinion that the proposed line from the Mansion House to 
Waltham Abbey would be of great value to the working classes of 
the East-end. 

Cross-examined, WirNESS said he was aware that the Great 
Eastern Railway.Company bad exerted themselves a good deal to 
cope with their increased suburban traffic, but despite that, the 
trains were seriously overcrowded at certain hours in the morning 
and evening. ` 

The CnHarRMAN remarked that it was important to know whether 
or not the Great Eastern Railway was able to deal with the tratfic 
that the proposed new railway hoped to cater for. 

. Mr. Freeman, K.C., for the Great Eastern Railway, said he 
should be able to satisfy the Committee that his company could 
meet the needs of the traffic, and that there was no justification for 
this еза line, and he should аак the Committee not to sanc- 
tion it. 

‚ Mr. Spencer Charrington, M.P., Mr. D. J. Morgan, M.P., and Mr. 
Claude Hay, M.P., gave similar evidence to that of Mr. Samuel, Mr. 
Hay stating that his own personal experience had thoroughly con- 
vinced him that the Great Eastern Railway was quite incapable of 
dealing with the suburban traffic. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that last year the Great Eastern them- 
selves promoted a scheme and tbat rather conceded the point that 
they themselves were aware of the necessity that existed for 
increased accommodation. 

. Mr. Freeman said the company had already taken steps to 
relieve the congestion, and were contemplating further action. 

Replying to Lord KNursronp, Mr. Freeman said it was true that 
the Great Eastern Company were not promoting their proposed 
E this session for the reason that they had got something much 

tter. 


METROPOLITAN District RAIL WAR BILL. 


A SELECT Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Mr. H. Hobhouse, on 22nd, 23rd and 24th ult., considered the 
Metropolitan District Railway Bill, which seeks to enable that 
company to work their undertaking by electrical energy, to acquire 
lands, to constitute the railway under their Act of 1897 a sepurate 
undertaking, to raise further capital, and to confirm the award of 
the Board of Trade as to the system to be used in working by 
electrical power the undertakings of the company and the Metro- 
politan Railway Company. 

Mr. PemBER, K C., stated the case for the promoters, and said 
tbat one of the objects was to lay down certain cables forthe supply 
of electricity to the system to enable it to adopt electric traction in 

lace of steam. It was proposed to erect a generating station at 
ts Road, Chelsea, on land acquired from the Chelsea Borough 
Council, and the cables would run by way of Earl's Court К ad, 
Radcliffe Gardens, and Edith Grove to the railway. Part 2 of the 
Bill would give power to acquire land for the purpose of erecting а 
generating station for tie Chelsea Borough Council. Part 3 would 
gíve powers of working by electric power portions of the London 
and South-Western Railway between Turnham Green and Richmond, 
and between Putney Bridge and Wimbledon, the East London 
Railway, and the Hounslow and Metropolitan Railway. It meant 
that inasmuch as the Metropolitan District trains in the ordinary 
way of working would run on certain parts of the South-Western and 
the Hounslow and Metropolitan Railways, therefore it was necessary 
to lay down the requisite apparatus for electricity. The promoters 
had entered into an agreement with the South-Western and Hounslow 
and Metropolitan Railways. Part 5 provided that the guaranteed 
stock to be issued by the company under Sec. 26 of the Whitechapel 
aud Bow Railway Act, 1900, shall be known as Metropolitan District 
(Bow Extension) second guaranteed stock, and shall rank for 
dividend after the Metropolitan District (Bow Extension) guaranteed 
stock issued under the Whitechapel and Bow Railway Act, 1898. 
These were matters of administration only. Part 5 proposed to 
constitute the deep level railway, authorised by the Metropolitan 
District Railway Act, 1897, or any part thereof into a separate 
undertaking. It was proposed that this line, which would ran 
underneath the existing line, should serve as a relief line. In part 
6, various matters were dealt with, including provision for running 
powers over a portion of the London, Tilbury and Southend Rail- 
way between Campbell Road and Barking, by agreement with that 
company. The only opposition to the Bill was with respect to 
the laying of cables and tbe extension of time for works. 

Mr. R. W. Perks, M.P., the chairman of the Metropolitan 

Dietrict Railway, was called in favour of the Bill, and stated that 
the financial position of the company was much stronger than it had 
been iu the past. Last July they bad £1,000,000 subscribed, and 
now a capital of £5,000,000 had been subscribed to deal with this 
and other schemes. 
. Sir ALEXANDER BINNIE gave evidence in favour of the Bill, aud 
дерге: ated tbe suggestion that the company should be required to 
submit tbeir plaus to the London County Council, because all rail- 
way companies were exempt. from the London Buildiug Act. 

Mr. C. Mungo, representing the Kensington Borough Council, 
opposed that portion of the Bill dealing with the cables, and 
objected to the ducts proposed by the company which would form 
two solid masses of concrete 6 ft. by 3 ft. under the road ways. 

Evidence was called from the Kensington Borough Council, and 
нечо were made that the ducts could be carried under side 
stree N 
. Mr. FREEMAN, K. C., for the London County Council, contended 
пы E plans for the generating station should be submitted to the 

ouncil. 


After further evidence had been called, the CHAIRMAN said the 
Committee were prepared to pass the preamble of the Bill, subject 
to certain conditions. While they had nu desire to hinder an 
important public enterprise, they thought, considering the magni- 
tude, novelty, and peculiar character of the proposal to convey this 
mass of cables under the public streets, that, the work ought to be 
subject to the supervision of some competent publie authority, and 
they considered that the most suitable authority in the matter would 
be the Board of Trade. They therefore proposed to insert a proviso 
in the Bill, the substance of which would be that as regarded the 
works authorised in Clause 5, detailed plans, including mode of 
construction and position in the streets should be subject to the 
approval, before actual construction, of the Board of Trade, and 
that future enlargements and alterations should also be subject to 
such approval. Also that in giving approval the Board of Trade 
should have regard not only to the safety of the public, but to the 
convenience of the road authority. They did not propose to give the 
London County Council any power to approve the plans for the 
generating station. 


Ture RaiLWay COMMITTEE. 


On Wednesday, 23rd ult., the Committee re-assembled; Lord 


Windsor again presided. Eg 

Mr. J. Сиғтом Ropryson, the general manager of the London 
United Electric Railways, was cross-examined by Mr. LITTLEB, 
K C., on behalf of the District Railway. Replying to questions, 
witness said it would not be possible to arrange throughfares in 
connection with the Metropolitan and District Railways unless 
those companies reduced their fares to that of the London United. 
He saw no difliculty in running an all-night service, because in the 
larger tunnels any necessary repairs would be able to be executed 
without stopping the trains. 

Mr. Fraser, M. I. C. E., engineer to the London United Tram- 
ways in conjunction with Mr. Clifton Robinson, gave evidence on 
the engineering part of the scheme. He believed they would be 
able to work the entire scheme from one generating station, which 
was to be erected on the banks of the river at Hammersmith. They 
had scheduled land at Battersea Bridgo iu case it should be found 
necessary to have а second generating station. Tbe combined 
scheme would offer great economies as regarded working, and as 
regarded advantages to the publicin the way of through and cheap 
fares. 

Cross-examined by Mr. SuiREss Witt, K.C., on behalf of the 
Albert Hall proprietors, the WiTNESs said it was their desire t» 
keep as far as possible from that place. They were, bowever, 
between the Scylla of the Albert Hall and the Charybdis of the 
Albert Memorial. Their centre line would be about 150 ft. away 
from the Albert Hall, at which point it would be about 75 ft. 
under the surface, and well in the London clay. It would not be 
possible to give the Albert Hall authorities what was known as the 
“ Bank of England" clause. By that clause they would have to 
pay compensation for all damage or injury of every description that 
might from time to time arise either during the construction or 1n 
the working of the railway. If that was iusisted upon, he was 
afraid it would be impossible to raise the necessary capital. 

Mr. $нївєзв WILL: It seems evident that as you are so reluctant 
togive my cliente the advantage of this compensation clause, you 
must anticipate that the Albert Hall will be damaged ? —No, I do 
not anticipate the slightest damsge, but I think the clause quite 
unnecessary. As to whether protection should be given for а 
limited time, that is a matter for the Committee. 

Continuing, WirNESsS said he was aware that the Central London 
Railway Company had given a similar clause, and he should say 
that it made the raising of the capital more difficult than it would 
otherwise have been. He would also object to giving the clause to . 
the governors of St. George’s Hospital unless it was put upon them 
by the Committee. His reason for that statement was that the tube 
would be so far away from the Hospital that it could not possibly 
do any harm to the Hospital, but if they gave tbe clause to one 
building they would have to give it to others along the route. It 
was a most dangerous clause for a company to undertake, as it lasted 
for all time. He objected to it most strongly, even though it was 
inserted in the City & North-East Suburbau Bill for the protection 
of the City & Waterloo Railway. : | 

Evidence in support of the scheme from the point of view of its 
value in relieving the congestion of the East-end having been given 
by witnesses on behalf of the Shoreditch Borough Council, Mr. 
W. J. Born, M.P., gave evidence strongly in support of the Bill as 
providing the best route to and from Hammersmith. Не attached 
very great importance to the through counections that would be estab- 
lished with the tramway service of the London United at Hammer- 
smith. He did not think it would bein the public interests that 
there should be amalgamation with the Central London Railway 
alony the route. They had an example in the case of the South- 
Eastern and Chatham & Dover Companies as to the disastrous 
results that followed amalgamation. He was strongly of opinion 
that there should be healthy competition. 

Cross-examined, Mr. Всім, said it was quite true that the 
Hammersmith Borough Council had obtained great concessions from 
the London United Company, which included a considerable 
widening of the Hammersmith Broadway. It was not right to вау 
that they had supported the present scheme because the London 
United were willing to pay them for it; but they supported it 
because it provided the best route. Ifthe Central London had 
acted differently towards Hammersmith years ago, things might have 
been different now. f 

Other local evidence having been tendered in favour of the 
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scheme, the case for the London United Company closed, subject 
to Sir Edward Clarke addressing the Committee at a later stage if 


necessary. 


On Monday, April 28th, before proceeding with the evidence, 
the CHarBMAN stated that the Committee wished to have a 
more complete statement of the estimates of the proposal 
for the line from Hammersmith to Charing Cross and from the 
Mansion House to Waltham Abbey. They also wished to have a 
statement showing the estimates of the separate lines before the 
amalgamation of the Piccadilly and City, London United Electric 
Railways, North-East London, and the City and North-East 
Suburban Railways. 

Mr. Lrrrr xn, K.C., on bebalf of the Brompton and Piccadilly 
Circus Company requested to be furnished with fresh copies of the 
Bill, so that it could be seen exactly what powers were abandoned 
and what retained under the amalgamation. 

Mr. Vesey Knox promised to give the statements. 

After further consideration Sir Doucras Fox continued bis 
evidence, and was cross-examined by counsel representing the 
various interests. The original Walthamstow branch of the North- 
East London Compauy had now, he said, been abandoned, because 
the combinstion with the City and North-East Suburban Company 
had made it unnecessary. They were willing to lower the depth of 
their deviation to avoid St. Paul's Cathedral, so as to secure that 
there should be a depth of 20 ft. of clay; it was intended to 
go under the City and South London Railway at the Monument 
station. Hesaw no difficulty in arranging ап exchange station with 
the Central London Railway at Liverpool Street, and he considered 
that the extension of the Central London Railway to Liverpool 
Street was the right course to adopt. He admitted with regard to 
the atmospheric condition of the Central London Railway that the 
recent arrangement of allowing trains to churn the impure air was 
not satisfactory, and his view was that the air of the tunnel must 
be changed by the introduction of a fresh current. 

After evidence had been called with regard to the estimated 
value of the land and easements required for the North-East London 
line, the case for this line closed. 

Mr. E. Fox was next examined with regard to the cost of the 
land and easemente required for the City and North-East Suburban 
line, which he estimated at £803,071. 

Mr. Dew, L. C. C., the secretary of the National Association for 
the Extension of Workmen’s Trains, expressed the opinion that the 
City and North-Eastern Suburban line, which passed through the 
most crowded districts of London, would be a great boon to the 
community. 

Mr. S. 8. Fraser, jdint engineer of the City and North-East 
Suburban Railway, explained the proposals which he said had been 
carried out in accordance with the views expressed by the Joint 
Committee which eat last session. The line would go from Leaden- 
ball Street in a north-easterly direction to Victoria Park. It would 
reach Aldgate from Victoria Park by way of Cambridge Road and 
Whitechapel Road, and from Aldgate it would pass under the 
Metropolitan Railway by way of Mark Lane and the Monument, 
and hence to the Mansion House Station at such a level as to form 
a butt end junction with the deep level line of the District Rail- 
way Company. From the City to Victoria Park the railway would 
be a tube, but for the remaining portion, about 114 miles, it would 
be open. The proposed stations were at Mansion House, Monu- 
ment, Mark Lane, Aldgate, St. Mary's (Whitechapel), Bethnal 
Green, Haggerston, Victoria Park, Hackney, Temple Mills, Leyton, 
Lea Bridge Road, Hoe Street (Walthamstow), Forest Road, Higham 
Hill, Chingford Hall, Chingford Green, Gilwell Park, High Beech 
aud Waltham Abbey. The total estimated cost of the works and 
land was £2,532,998. The cost of the electrical equipment, in- 
cluding the power station, was £900,000. Interest during con- 
struction was estimated at £206,000; compensation to District 
Railway, additional works and cost of finance, £361,000; a gross 
total of £4,000,000. 

Replying to counsel for the Metropolitan District Railway Com- 
pany, WiTNESS said the originators of the scheme were Waltham- 
stow people, but the chairman of the Metropolitan District 
Railway Company had offered financial support. At that time the 
line was so laid out that it would have been a good thing for the 
District Railway. They were in friendly relations with Mr. Perks 
until he refused to co-operate, and then Mr. Morgan camein. They 
were told that they could not rely on the Metropolitan District 
Railway for financial support, and consequently they combined 
with the Piccadilly and City and the London United Railways. 

Other evidence was called in support of this Bill, and the case 
for the promoters was closed. 

Mr. LirTLER, K.C., then opened the case for the Brompton and 
Piccadilly Circus Railway (new lines) Bill, and said that in con- 
nection with his association with the Metropolitan District Railway, 
Mr. Yerkes had been led to consider how certain railways might be 
coupled up and be made of real service to the public. The result 
was that a company was formed with a capital of £5,000, and this 
had been subscribed partly by Mr. Yerkes, partly in England, and 
partly by the Old Colony Company, of Boston. £2,000,900 of the 
amount was subscribed in England. It was not anticipated that 
this capital would be sufficient for ali contemplated schemes, but 
the company had contracted to supply all capital for the extension 
of the lines now before the Committee. All additional capital was 
guaranteed by Messrs. Speyer Bros. on the basis of a commission of 
5 per cent. in shares and 1 per cent. in cash. Now that the Dis- 
trict Railway was to be converted into an electrical railway for all 
practical purposes, it became part of the tube group, and by working 
it as such they would be enabled to have a network of railways from 
Earl's Court to all parts of London. Mr. Littler proceeded to show 
in.detail the way in which various parts of London would be served 


by the agreement which had been made for junctions, &c. With 
regard to the Bill, the total estimated expenditure was £3,827,500, 
and the total capital and borrowing powers sought were £4,133,000. 
With regard to the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway itself, 
that had already been commenced. The tunnel was 12 ft, but 
should the Committee consider it should be of larger diameter, Mr. 
Yerkes was willing to enlarge it and bear the loss. 
The Committee adjourned. 


NEWCASTLE CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. 


On Monday a Select Committee of the House of Lords, presided 
over by Lord Stanmore, commenced the consideration of the New- 
castle-on-Tyne Corporation (Tramways Extension) Bill. Mr. 
Pember, K.C., Mr. Hans Hamilton, and Mr. Ackworth, were counsel 
for the promoters. There was a good deal of opposition, amongst 
the opponents being the Tyneside Tramways and Tra Com- 
pany, who were represented by Mr. Balfour Browne, KC., Mr. 
Lewis Coward, K.C., and Mr. E. Shortt. 

In opening the case, Mr. PEMBER said the Corporation proposed 
to extend their tramways along the Union and Welbech Roads to 


Walker, a distance of about 14 miles. There would be 5 miles of 


tramway in Walker, and small extensions into Benwell. With 
respect to the Walker tramways, the Corporation came before 
Parliament in consequence of a pledge given. When the Tyneside 
Tramways and Tramroads Company proposed last year to construct 
tramways in Walker, they were opposed Ly the Newcastle Corpora- 
tion and the District Counci] of Walker. When the matter was 
before the House of Commons Committee, be (Mr. Pember) stated 
that it had been agreed upon between the Newcastle and Walker 
Councils that tramways should be made in the latter district, and 
that the Newcastle Corporation would bring forward a scheme this 
session. The objection of the Tyneside Tramways Company was 
that ifthe Bill passed, there was no compulsion on the Newcastle 
Corporation to construct the tramways. He would point out, how- 
ever, that it was unusual to have such compulsory powers in such a 
Bill. Then the Tyneside Company further objected to the period 
of six years being allowed for the construction of tramways, but in 
that again there was nothing unusual. Then the company further 
alleged that a pledge was given that there should be a through 
route provided under the Bill, and that the Newcastle lines should 
be carried to within a few yards of the company's lines. He 
presumed the wish of the company was to bave & physical junction 
with the Newcastle lines so that they might ask for running 
powers over them, but it was not proposed to give them that. 
He submitted that the company had no right to be heard at all. 

Mr. BALFOUB Browne, K.C., contended that the pledge given was 
that these tramways in Walker should be constructed forth with, but 
now all the Bill eaid was that they should be constructed within six 
years. He maintained that the promoters ought to be compelled to 
commence the work at once, and if they did not do so the Tyneside 
Company should be empowered to construct them at the Cor- 
poration’s expense. 

The СомміттеЕ deliberated in private, and decided that the 
Tyneside Company had a right to be heard; but they dismissed the 
opposition of a number of inhabitants and manufacturers of Walker, 
and also the Wallsend Corporation. 

Mr. W. Carr, chairman of the Tramways Committee of the 
Newcastle Corporation, was then called, and explained in detail 
the different tramways it was proposed to construct. If the Bill 
passed, they would be able to proceed with the construction of the 
tramways forthwith. They hoped to complete the tramways within 
six months. 

In answer tothe CHAIRMAN, Mr. Hans HAMILTON said the Newcastle 
Corporation were willing to be put under an obligation to complete 
the tramways within a specified period if the period was 
reasonable. 

In reply to questions, WITNESS said, with the exception of one 
tramway, he thought the whole of the lines in the Bill could be 
completed witbin 24 years. While they would give reasonable 
facilities for passengers to change from the Tyneside Company's 
tramways to the Corporation tramways, they could not give 
running powers to the company in consequence of the rapid service 
in the town and the crowded state of the streets. 

A number of local witnesses were then called in favour of the 
Bill, and the Committee adjourned. 


LEGAL. 


BRITISH AND Foreicn Licut RAILWANS SYNDICATS, LIMITED, AND 
ORMSKIRK AND SOUTHPORT LIGHT Raitways Company, Limi- 
TED, v. THE ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS CONSTRUCTION AND Main- 
TENANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 


In the King’s Bench Division on Tuesday, before Mr. Justice 
Bigham, sitting to try commercial causes, a short cause transferred 
from the Liverpool Registry, in whic the British and Foreign Light 
Railways Syndicate, Limited, and the Ormskirk and Southport 
Light Kailways Company, Limited, of 17, Water Street, Liverpool, 
sought to recover £3,500 from the Electric Tramways Construction 
and Maintenance Company, Limited, London, on an alleged con- 
tract, was heard. Мг. Pickford, K.C., and Mr. McConochie appeared 
for the plaintiff companies, and Mr. Hamilton, K.C., and Mr. 
Ashton Cross for the defendants. 
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Mr. Pickronp said the sole question was whether there was or was 
not a contract between the parties. The facts were that the 
laintiffs obtained a provisional order for the construction of a 
ight railway between Ormskirk and Southport, and the defendants, 
plaintiffs alleged, аргесі to purchase from them the benefit of 
the order for £5,00). The order iu question was made by the Light 
Railway Commissioners under the Light Railway Act, 1896, and 
жаз approved by the Board of Trade on February 21st, 1901. It 
was agreed, plaintiffs said, that £1,000 was to be paid down, £2,500 
within one month from January 30tb, 1902, and the balance within 
three months. The matter was arranged by a Mr. Chadwell, an 
engineer, and plaintiffs, at a meeting of the directors of the syndi- 
cate, confirmed the agreement. Plaintiffs said there was a concluded 
bargain, and they therefore brought the action to recover the £3,500 
due. He believed the defence was that there was no concluded 
bargain, and that the words subject to contract in the agreement 
prevented it being binding on the defendants. He quoted cares 
bearing on the point, and argued that there was a binding contract. 

Mr. HaxirroN, for the defendants, submitted that there was not 
a binding contract, and also quoted cases in support of his can- 
tention. The words “ subject to contract,” he eaid, protected the 
defendants, as no formal contract was drawn up. 

After considerable legal argument, his LogpsurP said the defen- 
dante had made a bargain, and wanted to shuffle out of it. The 
plaintiffs had an order for the construction of a light railway from 
Ormekirk to Southport to sell, and, in his opinion, the defendants 
bought it. It was, in his opinion, a perfectly plain contract, and 
there must be judgment for plaintiffs for £3,500 and costs. Stay of 
execution was granted for 10 days on the usual terms. 


Ѕостн Lonpon ELECTRIC SUPPLY CORPORATION v. BELL. 


At the Lambeth County Court on Tuesday, before his Honour 
Judge Emden, the hearing of this case, which was to recover 
£1 3s. 4d. for electric current supplied from August, 1901, to 
December last, and which had been adjourned from April 16th, was 
resumed. 

Mr. HARGREAVES, who appeared for the corporation, said the 
Court would remember that, although the amount sued for was 
small the point at issue affected some hundreds of cases, besides 
involving the honour of officials. Briefly, Mr. Bell’s defence was 
that the words “апа this agreement shall be operative under any 
circumstances for a period of not less than three years," were printed 
on his agreement after it was signed by him. 

Mr. WaxRx, printer, stated he printed the agreement produced. 
There was an order given for 500 copies, but after 100 had been 
delivered an order came by telephone that an important clause had 
been omitted. The words “and this agreement, &c.," were then 
printed on the 400 undelivered copies. 

Mr. HABGREAVES : Was the additional printing put on any agree- 
mente which had been signed ?—Certainly not. The agreements we 
put the clause on had never left our place. 

Mr. CLEMENT, the canvasser who took Mr. Bell’s order, and who 
witnessed his signature, was called. He said he could not swear 
whether the clause in small print about the three years was or was 
not there when Mr. Bell put his name to the document. 

Mr. Herpert H. Boren, secretary of the plaintiff corporation, 
corroborated Mr. Wayre's evidence. There was no truth in tbe 
suggestion that the agreement had been altered after it was signed. 
The charge which had been made was a most serious accusation 
against himself, and he most emphatically denied it. 

Judge Empsn said the case was peculiar in several respects. On 
tbe one hand, Mr. Bell's tenancy would be up before the expiration 
of tbe three years. On the other haud, the plaintiff corporation 
put in the fittings free, and it would be only reasonable for them 
to bind the customer fora term. Mr. Bell had already sworn most 
positively that he read the agreement carefully before signing it. 

Miss Maup BELL, defendant's daughter, stated she witnessed her 
father’s siguature, and was absolutely certain the clause about the 
three years was not on it when he signed. She read the agreement 
carefully, every word of it. 

Judge EMDEN: If I remember rightly, defendant said on the last 
occasion he discontinued the light because he found gas to be better? 
—DEFENDANT: That is so. I could get more light from one 
incandescent than from the whole six of these —16 c P. they call 
them. 

Judge ExpEN: That is the sole reason you discontinued the 
supply ?—Yes, I could not get any light. 

Judge EMDEN said electric light companies had a bad system 
with respect to agreements, inasmuch as they did not supply a 
counterpart or a copy to the customer. How was а man to carry all 
the clauses of a long agreement in his head ? 

Mr. Boyer re-called, said copies of agreements were supplied if 
they were asked for. 

Judge Емрен: Why should people have to ask for them? Is 
your practice the custom of electric light compauics ?—1 believe 
it is. 

Judge EmpEN: Well, it is not a right system of doing business, 
and the sooner it is altered the better. Clearly, the customer is 
entitled to a counterpart or copy of his agreement. 

After some further discussion, his Honour said: I find in the 
agreement this: “My tenancy expires day of —— ——." 
In the present case it was September 29th, 1900. In diamond type 
underneath there is the clause about the three years. The two are 
absolutely inconsistent. This is the point: he could not bind him- 
self for three years when his tenancy expired previously. What do 
you say to that, Mr. Hargreaves? 

Mr. HARGREAVES : There isambiguity there, it must be admitted. 


Judge Eupzx: There is more than ambiguity. Have you any- 
thing to say on the point, Mr. Boyer ? 

Mr. Borer: We hoped he would renew his tenancy. 

Judge Емрем: People do not hope when they sign contracts. 
This shows the lax way of doing business these electric supply 
corporations bave. I am glad I have not to decide whether the 
three years’ clause was or was not on the agreement when it was 
signed. Ithinkit was there. But, unfortunately, it is in very much 
smaller type than the rest of the document, and is ina place where 
no one would expect to look for such a thing. That was not a proper 
way to insert such an important clause—the most important if it 
were valid in the whole agreement. But I hold that it is not valid, 
аз а man cannot bind himself for a longer term than his tenancy. 
The case must, therefore, be dismissed with costs. 


RaTTEE v. Norwich ELECTRIC TRHAM WAT Company, LIMITED. 


THIS case on Tuesday came before Lord Justices Vaughan-Williams, 
Romer апа Mathew inthe Court of Appeal. The appeal was by the 
Tramway Compauy, who asked for judgment or new trial of an 
action heard before Mr. Justice Grantham and a special jury at 
Norwich in February. It raised an important question as to 
the liability of electric tramway companies for accidente resulting 
from horses being frightened by the approach of a car which the 
motor-meu had not pulled up to a standstill when signalled to do во 
by the driver of the horse. 

Mr. Witt, K.C., and Mr. F. Low, K.C., appeared for the de 
fendants ; Mr. Kemp, K.C., and Mr. Inskip for the plaintiff. | 

The action was brought by Mr. Daniel E. Rattee, a veterinary 
surgeon, residing near Norwich, to recover damages for personal 
injuries caused by the alleged negligence of the defendants’ 
servants. The defence was that the accident was unavoidable, and 
that the plaintiff was guilty of contributory negligence in not having 
proper control over his horse. At the trial the jury found for the 
plaintiff, with £854 damages, to include £104 out-of-pocket 
expenses. The company appealed, contending that there was no 
evidence of negligence on the part of the driver of the tramcar, that 
there had been misdirection on the part of the learned judge, and. 
that the damages were excessive. The facts were, shortly, these: 
the plaintiff was driving to Norwich on April 27th last year, and 
when near Eaton, on the Newmarket Road, he saw a tramcar 200 
or 300 yards away, approaching him. His horse, though generally 
very quiet in harness, did not seem to like the car coming towards 
him, and the plaintiff held up ais hand and shouted to the motor- 
man to stop. Instead of doing so, the driver sounded his bell 
more and more, and the more he sounded it the more frightened 
did the horse become, until the plaintiff could no longer hold him. 
The horse and trap collided with the car and the plaintiff was 
thrown out, and was taken unconscious to the Norwich Hospital, 
where it was found he had sustained very serious injuries. His 
front teeth were knocked out, his collar-bone broken, his arm 
fractured in two places, some ribs smashed and his hand terribly 
crushed. To his claim for compensation, based on the ground that 
had the driver stopped the car as he had signalled and called out 
to him to do, the accident would never have occurred. "The com- 
pany took up the position that having a statutory right to use the 
road for the purpose of running electric cars ou the metals, and 
having given due notice of the approach of the car by sounding the 
bell, they were not liable. 

CovuNsEL having been heard for the company, 

Lord Justice VAUGHAN-WILLIAMS said the appeal must be 
dismissed. The jury found in effect by their verdict that the driver 
of the tramcar disregarded the signals and the cries of the plaintiff 
for bim to pull up the car, and that in spite of the plaintiff's 
endeavours to have the car stopped, he nevertheless negligently went 
oa. There was not dispute asto how the accident happened, and the 
question the Court had to decide was whether the driver in pursuing 
euch a course of conduct rendered the company liable. The company 
said judgment ought to have been entered for them, and the 
plaintiff non-suited, because what they did was done within the 
powers granted them by the Act of Parliament, which authorised the 
running of the tramcars on these lines. It seemed to him that that 
contention was altogether wrong. The case of a tramway running 
ou a highway was altogether different to that of a railway. In the 
old raiiway case of Reg v. Prince, it was laid down that there was 
an absolute power given to railways to rua their trains on their 
lines, and that such statutory power was not qualified by any 
implied condition tbat in the exercise of their statutory powers 
they must not create & nuisance or interfere with the right of the 
public to using the adjacent highway. But the plaintiff's case here 
was not based on an allegation that the tramways were a nuisance 
or daugerous, but that the accident was caused solely because the 
driver of the tramcar did not pull up when he was told to 
do so by the plaintiff. The accident, therefore, was not alleged 
to have been caused by the using of the tramlines by the defen- 
dants, who, in that case, could clearly have sheltered themselves 
from liability by saying they had statutory powers to use them in 
this way. The plaintiff said that the accident was caused because 
the driver did not exercise proper care. The jury agreed with the 
plaintiff, and there was no reason, in his opinion, why the Court 
should interfere with their verdict. The appeal failed. 

Lord Justices Roukg and MaTHEW gave judgment to the same 
effect. In their opinion there was evidence upon which the jury 
might reasonably tind that the driver of the tramcar was guilty of 
negligence. 

Mr. Kump asked that the damages which had been paid into Comt 
might be paid out. 

Mr. Witt objected, iutimating that the question was of such vital 
importance toall electric tramway companies throughout the kingdom 
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that he should advice his clients to appeal to test the question 
whether the statutory powers of a company to run electric trams on 
highways, covered their liability for accidents of this class or not, 
2 the same way .as similar powers granted to railways protected 

The Court decided that the money must be paid out to the 
plaintiff, together with the costs of this appeal. 


O—————— —: 


" CORRESPONDENCE. 


Consulting Engineering as a Profession. 


The report of the Committee of the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers on the visit to Germany in 1901 states that 
It might almost be said, in fact, that the entire consulting 
work of Germany is carried out by two engineers.” It would 
be interesting if some of the members who went on this 
expedition would furnish more information on this point. 

There is one point which you have overlooked in your 
leading article of your issue of May 31st, 1901, viz :—Why 
is it not considered against professional etiquette for a 
consulting engineer to be directly interested in private 
colleges devoted to the training of electrical engineers ? Mr. 
Wordingham, in his book on ** Central Electrical Stations,” 
states that the term consulting engineer ** has been indis- 
crimately used by conscientious engineers, company promoters, 
contractors’ touts, and failures in other branches.“ As this 
statement has remained unchallenged for so long, may I 
suggest that he would be even more correct if he had added 
another class, viz., touts for private electrical colleges. 

Finally, will those engaged in all other branches remain at 
a disadvantage when trying “to pull the chestnuts out of 
the fire" with consulting engineers? Many engineers, even 
those with particularly promising careers before them, seem to 
have overcome this difficulty, by taking oflices in Victoria 
Street. Will this go on indefinitely ? 

Perplexed. 


Tramway Linesmen’s Duties. 


As a reader of several years’ standing of the ELECTRICAL 
Review, I shall be very glad if you could give in your 
columns the duties of a linesman in connection with the 
overhead lines of electric tramways. 

I commenced work on electric tramways first as a driller. 
I then was put to rail-bonding. І was then put to pole 
erecting, and fitting both span and bracket armsup. From 
this I was taught wiring, and have been now for several 
years а foreman over all the above work. At the present 
time I am linesman, but there seem to be many different 
duties of a linesman which do not belong to this class. 


Linesman. 


Electric Wiring Methods of To-day; with Special Reference 
to Conduit Systems. 


We are very greatly interested in Mr. Bathurst's letter 
re the means of cheapening electric installations by the use 
of only one insulated conductor with an earth return. 

This seems to us to be absolutely the most perfect method 
of wiring if it be carefully carried out, yet it is almost im- 
possible to use it in practice, since almost every supply cor- 
poration and insurance company (at all events in London) 
hold up their hands in horror if such an installation is 
proposed. 

It seems to us that a metal-clad conductor offers the 
best solution, as this can be easily run, and where required 
on the surface, no harm can result from it being placed in 
casing, and it could also be drawn into steel tubing where 
likely to be damaged. Of course, the contractor should be 
careful to see that perfect continuity is obtained throughout 
the armouring, and also from it to earth in as great a 
number of points as possible. 

We know from practical experience in isolated plant 
installations that such a system is very little more expensive 
to run than ordinary gas-piping, that there is only one-third 
the usual liability of leakage, and that a leak of any con- 
sequence immediately develops into a short, thereby cutting 
out the faulty portion. The prime cost of such an installa- 
tion would probably average not more than 4s. to 5s. per 
point without fittings. 


Could the supply companies be prevailed upon to admit 
it, we are confident that the use of this system would give a 
great impetus to electric lighting, more especially on the 
free wiring (so-called) principle. We should like to see а 
really reliable metal tube with insulated lining which would 
not be damaged by a right-angled bend, and in which an 
uninsulated conductor could be placed with safety. We have 
experimented with ordinary gas and Simplex tube lined with 
two or three sheets of oil-impregnated paper, but have found 
this unreliable at bends, and we also fear that it would be 
short-lived. TEN 

~ ж Lawrence & Co. 

[A letter from Mr. L. M. Waterhouse is held over until 
next week, owing to its late arrival Eps. ELEC. REv.] 


Wood Casings v. Tubing. 


Having seen the article entitled “ Electrical Wiring 
Methods" in your recent issue, by Mr. Fred Bathurst, I 
should like to say that the good old wooden casing days are 
by no means retired from the electrical world. I should 
like to point out the good qualities and advantages wood 
casing has over the tube system. 

There is no method of wiring so cheap and simple, or 
easier to fix ; the wires or cables are always separated from 
each other, and at high voltage are much better separated 
than having them twisted together in a metal tube. With 
wood casing painted, far better insulation tests have been 
obtained than with any metal tube system. I think most 
electrical engineers will admit that a “ laying- in system 
is much better than the “threading or drawing through 
System," there being less risk of damaging the insulation on 
the cables, | 7 

There are many installations erected on the tube system, 
and if they could be examined there would be found in 
certain places wires put in, such as a 1/18 nearer 20 or 22 
gauge, this being caused by the strain in dragging through 
the wires. 

Respecting mechanical protection in tubing being an 
advantage over wood casing, this can be applied to casing 
simply by making a metal cover, which would cover the 
front and sides, aud be strong enough to resist nails driven 
through. "This can be made cheap, and in combination with 
painted casing, makes a sound, durable, cheap and easy 
method of wiring. MMC 

Another advantage casing has over the tubing system, is 
that no accessories are required beyond screws, whereas in 
tuhing a contractor must keep dozens of accessories in stock, 
such as elbows, angles, tees, junction boxes, &c. Fewer 
tools are required in wood casing, in comparison with tubing. 

I wish to say in conclusion that wood casing has stood by 
the electrical engineer for twenty years, and amongst thou- 
sands of installations there are few faults that can be found 
with it. No system can be made good with bad workman- 
ship. 

Installation. 


Reason Manufacturing Company, Limited, v. Ernest 
F. Moy, Limited. 

Referring to your report in last week's issue of the 
REVIEW of the action brought against us by the Reason 
Company for infringement of their patent fuse box, we 
desire to call attention to the fact that the decision will not 
make the slightest difference to our business as manufacturers 
of fuse boxes, | 

The learned Judge decided that there was nothing novel 
in the construction of the single-pole boxes themselves ; 
anybody can make them, and mount two boxes on а board, 
80 long as they do not place them back to back, so that the 
lids foul one another. No infringement could be suggested 
if the boxes be mounted so that the lids open outwards, that 
is, away from each other, or so that the lids of both boxes 
open in one direction. l | 

As a matter of fact, although we have supplied many 
thousands of service fuse boxes, it was only by chance that a 
few dozen were sent out mounted up in the manner com- 
plained of as an infringement. 

Notice of appeal against the decision has already been 
given. 

Ernest F. Moy, Limited, 
E. F. Moy, Managing Director. 


— td 
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Much Ado About Nothing. 


We wish to call your attention to your report in last 
week's ELECTRICAL REVIEW of the liquidation of the firm 
of Mackey, Mackey & Co, Limited, wholesale druggists and 
manufacturing chemists. You will appreciate the gravity 
of your publication, which is manifestly intended to convey 
the impression that the business of Mackey's Electric Lamp 
Company, Limited, is in liquidation—no other interpretation 
is consistent with publication in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 
No liquidation of this company’s business has been proposed 
or contemplated, and, without prejudice to any course we 
may be advised to adopt, we request you to pubiish a correction 
and withdrawal in your next issue. 


Mackey's Electric Lamp Company, Limited. 
R. MuLLABD, Managing Director. 


Tulip Place, New Church Street, 
Bermondsey, London, S.E. 
April 28th, 1902. 


[The above very courteous communication calls for a 
withdrawal. Forsooth, what shall we withdraw? Our 
statement was absolutely correct, and our correspon- 
dents do not dispute it; the business of Mackey, Mackey 
and Co. is in liquidation, and for the reason that we stated 
last week. We have said nothing whatever regarding 
Mackey’s Electric Lamp Company, Limited, and what we 
have not said—well, we cannot very well call back. Perhaps 
Mr. Mullard will be so good as to compare our little notice 
with that which appeared in the London Gazette, April 22nd, 
p. 2714. In regard to the reason for the publication in 
the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, we would add that we do not 
confine our attentions to the business of lamp companies. 
Occasionally we think prudent to refer even to manu- 
facturing chemists, especially when we remember that it is not 
so long ago that Messrs. Mackey, Mackey & Co. were trading 
as ** manufacturing chemists and incandescent lamp manu- 
facturers at Bermondsey. An explanation to correct a 
possible wrong impression we are always ready to insert, but 
our correspondents’ letter appears to have been written in 
haste. We hope, nevertheless, that their statement will 
fulfil the purpose for which it was intended.—Eps. ELEC. 
Rev. ] 


An Explanation. 


In your last issue you refer, under * Bankruptcy Pro- 


ceedings,” to the application for discharge of Mr. L. J. 
Lawrence, who traded under the style of Lawrence and 
Butcher at this address. 

While this is perfectly correct, it may lead to some false 
impression, and we, therefore, beg to state that Mr. L. J. 
Lawrence is not a member of the present firm, although he 
occupies a responsible position in it. Since his adjudication 
he has twice served in South Africa, and during his absence 
the present firm was formed by his brothers with a view to 
retaining his customers, 

We may say that we have every confidence in the gentle- 
man in question, and that we are convinced that the failure 
would not have occurred but for circumstances which he 
was, through illness, unable to control. We can thoroughly 
rely upon his integrity and business capacity, but feel com- 
pelled to write the foregoing in order that our credit may 
not be endangered under the impression that he is the 
proprietor of the present firm. 

Lawrence & Co. 


5, Stafford Street, Abermarle Street, W. 
April 28th, 1902. 


CENTRAL STATION Losses. — Will the author of the 
article under the above title (ELECTRICAL, Review, March 
28th, p. 535) kindly communicate his address to us ?—Enps. 
ELEC. Rev. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


WERK ENDING APRIL 30TH,1901. | WEBE mme Ar RI. 29тн, 1902. 
Adelaide m . Value £25 | Amsterdam.. sx . Value £65 
Antwe e ae si - 14 Auckland .. 5% Я . 220 
Bahia. Telg. mat er cee О] | va Elec. cable. . 4,608 
Bombay ee ee e. ee 490 9 Elec. cars ee eo 11,061 
a Teleg. mat.. M 64 Bombay ie. Sa «9 . 87 
Buenos Ayres 92 Я 42 ; Teleg. wire .. .. ) 108 
Calais.. - ae 30 Brisbane sd os . 147 
Cape Town .. vs “a . 288 Buenos Ayres T . 88 
ys Teleg. mat. .. .. 9,465 ^ Teleg. mat. . 250 
Durban ees ee ee ee 147 Calcutta ee ee e 664 
„ Teleg. mat. . . 8,650 Cape Town.. 5% э» .. 1% 
East London. Teleg. mat. .. 1,800 » Teleg. mat... . 698 
Fremantle .. és vs - 72 Colombo .. T Es ае 23 
Ghent.. ә d i eo» 120 Copenhagen. Teleg. cable 98 
Gibraltar. Teleg. cable . 140 Durban  .. ax es .. · 394 
Gigon . э LJ ee ee ees 622 East London ee ee ee 85 
Hamburg ee ee ee ee 166 Gothenburg ee ee ee 298 
Hong Kong .. ра »* . 231 - Teleg. wire.. s 28 
Kobe. Teleg. cable E .. 9,858 Hamburg .. - 5% К 10 
Kure. Teleg. cable M. . . 2,624 Hong Kong.. ae . 1,982 
Malta i vs ate e. 25 i Launceston vs es . 9 
Ostend as “a .. ) 500 Malta vs “a © . 10 
Perth .. ee ee ee ee 210 | Odessa oe ee 0 90 
Port Elizabeth  .. T . 103 Osaka s% as es .. 180 
Rio Janeiro. Teleg. mat. . 244 Perth.. - - «5 .. 4,080 
Rotterdam .. wv x - 21 Port Elizabeth .. z . 518 
8t. John, N.B. Teleg. mat. .. 84 | Rangoon v» ЧУ vs 85 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat. .. 75 Shanghai .. ete ex .. 199 
Santos 2% » " .. 142 Bydney es ге a .. 492 
Shanghai. es $e . 184 Trinidad. Teleg. mat. .. „ 108 
Singapore .. 25 vs . 240 Vera Cruz .. y ae 6,101 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire ee 170 
Sydney de vs da .. 706 
Wellington .. ә ae .. 2,091 
Yokohama .. ee ee oe 782 
Total es £27,876 Total T 432,793 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Cape Town, Elec. mat. Value £16 : 


Bremen. Elec.lghtg.apprts. Value £70 
Calcutta. Elec. lghtg. apprte... 64 
Fremantle. Elec. Ightg. plant 4,896 


Total Ss £4,530 


Advertising the American.—Sir Richard Tangye 
makes some very true and quite timely utterances in the following 
communication to the Westminster Gazette :—“ We all know that 
the ‘down-east’ Yankee is a master of the art of advertising; for 
him a finely-illustrated page in the advertising section of a journal 
has little attraction, or if he adopte it, it is merely as a blind for a 
far deeper method. He despises the aggravating custom of certain 
vendors of wonderful remedies who deceive the unwary by giving 
their announcements the appearance of items of news. The plan 
adopted by the Trust Boss, or the managing man of some great 
syndicate, is a very simple one—he just nobbles his Press. Having 
‘nobbled’ it, he proceeds to ‘ permeate’ (what а usefu! word 1) the 
whole paper, thus ensuring that the gentle reader shall take it in at 
every pore, until he becomes saturated with the praises of the 
ingenious advertiser’s productions. The system is a very clever one, 
but has one great disadvantage to the advertiser—it costs him much 
money. Having thus secured the New World, and finding he has 
still some wares to spare, he casts his eyes across to England with 
her open ports and gullible public, and he wonders how he can 
‘permeate’ the Press of this country. But while he muses, his hat 
on one side, and his finger on the bump of wonder, lo and behold 1 
the English Press does the trick for him without fee or reward. 
Under protection in America he gets very high prices for his wares, 
and by manufacturing more than is required for home consumption 
reduces the cost to а minimum. This surplus he ships to England 
(and other countries), and the English Press advertises him and bis 
wares ‘free, gratis, and for nothing,’ while taking care to charge 
their highest to their own countrymen for their advertisements. 
If an American firm gets an order for, say,a dozen locomotives, the 
English Press raises a perfect hullabaloo about it, and asks what the 
English makers are about. But when the latter get orders for 100 
locomotives (which they often do) not a word is said about it. 

“Then, again, much was said in the English Press about the 


‘inferiority of the English exhibite at the late Paris Exhibition. 


We were bid to look with wonder and self-abasement at the gigantic 
exhibits of our German and other competitors. But what are the 
facts? In the first place, Englishmen had their applications for 
space rutblessly cut down, and for political reasons Germany had 
all she asked for. Germany exhibited enormous masses of machinery, 
but where is a lot of that machinery now? The makers, to their 
sorrow, know that it lies with crushing weight upon their hands. 
But while these things were being made and exbibited to the gaze 
of an astonished world, English factories were engaged in bond 
fide contracts for machinery of equal importance, they were being : 
enlarged and fitted with modern tools for increased production, and 
have continued in full work ever since. Compare the industrial 
position of England at the present moment with that of Germany— 
prosperity in one case, and utter stagnation in the other. If any 
evidence were wanted of British prosperity one need only look at 
the prospectus of Beyer, Peacock & Co., the world-famous firm of 
locomotive makers. 

“ So I am come to the conclusion that the Press of this country, 
which is undoubtedly a wonderful institution, is not omniscient; and 
I would venture to suggest that, having given the Americans guch 
splendid gratuitous advertisements, they should now do the same 
for their own countrymen." 
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Bengal—Nagpur Railway.— The contract for all the 
switchboards required by the above company in connection with 
the electrical equipment of the workshops has been placed with 
Messrs. Kelvin & James White, Limited. 


B. I. W. Contracts.— During the last few days the British 
Insulated Wire Company have received orders from the under- 
mentioned, among others of less importance, viz.:—South Shields 
Corporation, extensions; Brighton Corporation, 1-in. cable; Salford 
Corporation, high-tension cables for one year; British Electric 
Traction Company, cables for Lye tramways; Islington Corporation, 
high-tension arc lighting cables; Partick, extensions; Guernsey, 
telephone cable ; Coventry, extensions; Blackheath and Greenwich 
Electric Supply Company, extensions; Great Central Railway, 
supply of copper wire for one year; Bexhill, extensions; Bristol, 
eight miles of low-tension power cable; Cleckheaton, extensions. 


Bristol.— Messrs. Lennards, Limited, of Queen's Road, 
Clifton, have erected a new pile of buildings for extensions to their 
boot and leather business, and the electrical installation, which was 
carried out by a local firm, Messrs. J. H. Winter & Co., is said to be 
one of the largest ever done in Bristol. Electric lighting, telephones, 
and electric lifts have been fitted throughout. 


“ Britain at Work.“ — This is the title of a magazine 
to be issued fortnightly by Messrs. Cassell & Co., Limited. The 
first number gives well illustrated descriptions of the “ Building of 
a Battleship,” “ Preparing the Land,” “ The Manufacture of Linen,” 
" How Coal is Brought from the Pit," and “The Manufacture of 
Tobacco." 'The magazine is issued at 7d. net, and with the first 
number is presented a well executed photogravure of the painting 
by Mr. W. L. Wyllie, A.R.A., “ The Birth of a Titan.” 


Cape Peninsular Lighting Company.—These switch- 
boards, the order for which was lately placed with Messrs. Kelvin 
and James White, Limited, have now been shipped. They 
consist of two switchboards each about 40 ft. long, and capable of 
dealing with the three-phase plant high-tension and low-tension, as 
well as the continuous current plant being installed. 


The Coronation.—We have received from Messrs. Boot 
and Son, Limited, publishers, of 24, Old Bailey, E.C., a copy of 
a most interesting little book of about 50 pages (6d.), in which are 
printed the complete ceremonies and procedures observed at the 
Coronation of the Kings and Queens of England. We bave no 
doubt that this timely little production will have a host of readers. 


The L. C. C. Cars.— In our last issue we referred in some 
detail to the County Council's contract for electric cars, which had 


The Manufacture of Electric Trueks,—We under- 
stand that the works which have been put down with British capital 
in this country by the European McGuire Manufacturing Company, 
Limited, are in actual operation, manufacturing car trucks, &c. They 
are situate at Elton Fold, Bury, Lancs., and employ British labour. 
The company have purchased the rights, designs, and patents of the 
McGuire Manufacturing Company, of Chicago, and are building 
their trucks in England, because it is believed to be advantageous 
to engineers to have trucks built here in order that they may inspect 
them while in course of construction. The Chicago company claim 
to be the oldest builders of motor trucks in the United States, aud it 
is from the works there that some trained men have been brought to 
the works at Elton Fold. Orders for over 700 trucks have been 
carried out in the City of Philadelphia. There is undoubtedly 
plenty of room for builders of British-made trucks, just as there has 
been shown to be scope for new makers of British-made car bodies 
and motors, and no doubt the McGuire Company will reap a good 
reward for their enterprise. We have received from the company 
cne of its 1902 catalogues showing some of the many types of trucka 


they are manufacturing, and giving a list of roads in America on 


which the McGuire trucks are doing service. The combination snow 
plough and sweeper, street sprinklers, car heating apparatus, ratchet 
and elastic brake hangers, also starting and regulating apparatus, 
and several types of car fenders are shown. The London offices of 
the company are at 4 and 5, Warwick Court, W.C. 


Search Lights for the Coronation.— Having regard 
to the probable large demand for search lights during the Corona- 
tion illuminations, Mr. G. Braulik, of Upper Thames Street, E.C., 
will hold a large and varied stock of these, which can either be let 
out on hire or bought outright. He also has a stock of his new 
flame arc lamps on hand for illumination purposes. 


The Tramways Exhibition, 1902, —We have received 
from the promoters of the Second International Tramways and 
Light Railways Exhibition (the Tramway and Railway World, 
Amberley House, W.C.), an illustrated brochure which discusses the 
objects and purpose of the Exhibition which opens on July Ist 
next, and gives a list of about 140 firms who have already taken 
space. 


What the British Consuls Have to Say.— Proposed 
Telegraph to Tabora (German East Africa) — Mr. Buchanan, 
Secretary to his Majesty's Embassy at Berlin, in his report on the 
German colonial estimates for the year 1902, states that the share 
to be borne by the Colonial Government in carrying the Dar-es- 
Salaam M papwa telegraph line on to Kilimantinde is estimated at 
£84,000, while the cost of continuing the line from Kilimantinde to 
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been placed with Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. We now give drawings 
sbowing the full particulars of the type of car adopted. 


German Battery Makers’ Cutting Ргісеѕ, — The 
syndicate of German accumulator makers has been broken up, and 
already a price-cutting war bas set in. Several firms having sent 
out new lists which show a 20 per cent. reduction in prices. 


London, S. W.—Messrs, Cecil Cooper & Co., of South 
Kensington, have completed the mains, services, and installations at 
the St. George's Chapel and Committee Rooms at St. George's 
Workhouse, Fulham Road, forthe Board of Guardians. The chapel 
is lighted by five-light corona fittings, arranged round the 12 columns. 
Each column is on three switches. The wires are run round the 
stone capital of these columns in asbestos tubing.. The sanctuary 
lights are concealed, the reflected light only being seen on the altar. 
No binding of wires had been allowed, each circuit being run in 
separate casings. Tbere are no joints on the installation, all wires 
being looped back to the double-pole distribution board. The mains 
are 19/16 concentric run in 24-in. cast-iron pipes, draw-in pits, 
street boxes, Siemens concentric joints. 


Tabora is to be defrayed exclusively by the Imperial Telegraph 
Administration. In last year's estimates the Colonial Government's 
share in the cost of bringing the line to Mpapwa was estimated at 
£750, but this sum has since been found to b» quite inadequate for 
the purpose, and has had to be considerably exceeded. The 
Mpapwa telegraph office was opened on November 28th last. 'The 
total estimated cost of the extension of the Dar-es-Salaam—Mpapwa 
telegraph line to Tabora is £33,500, of which £8,400 are included in 
the colonial estimates as the contribution of the Government of the 
East African Protectorate, while the remaining £30,100 was to be 
provided by the Imperial Telegraph Admiaisttation. The decision 
of the Budget Committee to reduce the latter sum to £15,000 has 
been confirmed, and the expenditure of £8,400 by the East African 
Pro ectorate sanctioned. In support of the proposed extension, the 
Government urged tbe necessity, for administrative purposes, of 
establishing telegraphic communication with the interior, as well 
as the importance of connecting the East African telegraph line 
with the British Cape to Cairo line. 

Electrical Transmission of  Power.—Colonel Coëtlogon, his 
Majesty’s Consul at Charleston (U.S. America), in a report received 
at the Foreign Office on March 15th last, comments on the modern 
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system of electrical transmission of power and referring to the water- 
powers of the United States, remarks that good authorities now 


consider that the Southern States present опе of the most attractive, 
fields in the United States for engineering skill, and the number of 


plants now under construction, or in contemplation, bear witne:s to the 
fact that this bas been appreciated. Power, he states, can be readily 
sent from 1 to 10 miles with very little loss, and this renders it possible 
to construct mills at considerable distances from rapids aud falls 
and yet have all the advantages derived from cheap water-power. 
During the past few years not less than 40 water-power plants for 
manufacturing cotton goods, supplying towns with light and street 
railway power, bave been established in Georgia, and the indica- 
tions are that as many more will be required during the next year 
or two. The headwaters of the Savannah River, on both the South 
Carolina and Georgia shores, are expected to furnish some thousands 
of horse-power that will be needed for manufacturing enterprises 
within the next 12 months. It has been estimated that in Georgia 
alone there is probably enough undeveloped water-power now 
available to serve every mill, factory and railway in the State, and 
still leave a large surplus over, and this will apply also, in a more or 
less modified degree, to North and South Carolina, Alabama, and 


“Tennessee. Electrical appliances, Colonel Coctlogon thinks, will 


doubtless enable many of these powers to be brought into service. 

Electrice Light and Tramways in the Havre Consular District.— 
Vice-Consu! Бах, reporting on the trade of Trouville and Deauville, 
in the Havre Consular district, for the year 1901, states that the 
work of Jivhting the qnays, chief streets and public places of both 
Trouville and of Deauville by electri: light was begun during the 
past season. Plang for an electric tramway to serve Trouvilie, 
Deauville and 'l'ouques have been authorised, and a company lias 
been formed to work it. Auother tramway to connect Honfleur, 
Trouville and eventually Dives is contemplated, but has not yet 
been sanctioned. 

Pigeon Post v. Telegraphic Communication,_Mr, С. H. Harley 
Moseley, Colonial Secretary of Lagos, in his Blue Book of the 
Colony for the financial year 1900--1901, remarks that for various 
reasons of importance to commerce a system of some direct means 
of communication between Lagos aud Forcádos was considered a 
pressing necessity. But the tinances of the Colony would not justify 
undertaking a subsidy of £3,500 a yearto connect the two places by 
cable, and the construction f a land wire would mean an expendi- 
ture for building and maintenance that could not at the time be 
met; therefore proposals were submitted and approved by the 
Secretary of State for the establishment of a pigeon post between 
those two places. The training of pigeons was taken in hand by 
Captain Elgee, and, in spite of the many difficulties to be over- 
come, he has been so successful in training birds to Ну from stations 
witbin the Colony and Protectorate, that it is hoped the system will 
be perfected at no distant date. 

The Trieste—Scorcola—Opcina Electric Railway.—Consul Н. L. 
Churchill, in а report on the trade and commerce of Trieste for the 
year 1901, referring to the railways and other public works, remarks 
that the electric railway Trieste — Scorcola — Opcina, built by the 
Oesterreichische Union Elektricitüt Gesellschaft is to be extended 
a little over three miles, which will cost about £61,000. ‘This line 
when complete will connect Trieste with the Karst plateau, and will 
be opened during the ргсьепё year. The railway rises to an altitude 
of neariy 400 yards. Since the introduction into Trieste of the 
electric tramway, which bas replaced the old horse lines, Consul 
Churchill states that an increase of from 50 to 68 per cent. is shown in 
the receipts of the Belgian company which works the tramways of 
Trieste. An electric establishment —'' Gesellschaft für Elektrische 
Industrie "—Consul Churchill reports has been founded at Ragusa 
(Dalmatia). 

Consul Hoss in his report on the trade and commerce of the 
Consular District of Buenos Ayres for the year 1901, states that 
there is & steadily increasing demand for all manner of electric 
appliances for domestic use, such as lifts, automatic and otherwire, 
fans and ventilators, and also for elec'ric tramway rolling stock 
and installations. All the streets in the centre of the town of 
Buenos Ayres, Mr. Ross states, are supplied with electric light. 
They are well lit on ordinary occasions at night, and are brilliantly 
illuminated at carnivals or on any special anniversary. Many of the 

rivate houses and offices are fitted with electric light and fans. 

here is а complete network of tram lines all over the town, and, 
he states, all the cars on them will shortly be run entirely by elec- 
tricity. At present 62 miles are thus worked out of the 265 miles 
of tram lines, and the conversion from horse to electric traction is 
going on rapidly. The passengers carried by the electric lines last 
year numbered 30,088,503; by the horse lines, 05,436,151. Every 
building used for offices or residentia! flats of any pretension has an 
automatic lift of the most modern type runniny day and night. 

Telegraphs in the Argentine Republic.—There are 24,480 miles of 
telegraph lines in the Argentine Jicpublic, and of these 11,400 miles 
belong to the Government. The gross revenue from the Govern- 
ment telegraphs in 1899—the last year of which record has heen 
published—Consul loss states, was £104,333. The telegraph 
system, he remarks, is far from complete, but is being steadily 
extended to reach the outlying portions of the Republic. 

A grain elevator—worked by electricity—and store capable of 
containing 130,000 tons of grain is being constructed alongside 
No. 2 dock at Buenos Ayres by two of the railway companies, and 
it will be fitted in the most modern style. 


Catalogues.— We have received from the Simplex Steel 
Conduit Company, Limited, of Bueklersbury, E. C., a small price 
list such as they are circulating to show the suitability of their 
“Simplex wiring system for Coronation illumination devices and 
fittings, 


Mr. Arthur Koppel, of Clement’s Lane, E.C., has sent us an illus- 
trated circular of his patent electric tramways for industrial 
factories, mines and contractors’ purpcsea, of which 8 number are 
now in operation in different parts of the world. He also makes a 
epeciality of standard gauge electric shuntiog locomotives and 
electric mining locomotives for underground working. 

Messrs. Holden & Rrooke, Limited, bave issued alittle pamphlet 
titled “ Last Year's Record," in wbich they give a few selected 
photographs of work connected with steam-power plant specialities 
carried out by them during 1901. 

The Berliner Telephone Manufacturing Company, of Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C., have sent us a number of lists of their 
magneto - generators, belle, automatic inter-communication tele- 
phones, twencen telephones, also multiple telephone cable for inter- 
communication. 

A small hanging card is being sent out by the Rankine Patent 
Feed Water Filter Company, Limited, of Water Street, Liverpool. 
showing an illustration of their compound-type double filtration. 
The back of the card gives a list of electrical plants in thisand other 
countries in which the Ranki ie filters are employed. 

Messrs. J. Halden & Co, of 4, Albert Square, Manchester, have 
sent usa copy of their illustrated list of theodolites, levels, and sur- 
veyors materials. A separate sheet shows their new railway per- 
manent-way gauge invented hy Mr. H. Footner for the use of 
engineers and inspectors requiring an accurate instrument for such 
work. It consists of a light polished mahogany bar, with steel 
fittings and countersunk level. The gauge is formed by two rigid 
metal projections, one of which is fixed, and the other adjustable, 
fitted with a finely divided scale, The fixed projection, when not 
in use, may be folded. In obtaining the super-elevation of the rail, 
a swivel pin is provided, upon which is marked a scale reading to 
4th of an inch. When the pin is not required it may be folded 
iuside the woodwork of the gauge. The adjustable gauge will be 
found most useful, as it is often required to take accurate gaugings 
through points and crossinus, and ou sharp curves where tbe gauge 
should be either tight or slack. 


Bankruptey Procecdings,—On May 15th, at Carey 
Street, the application for discharge of Mr. J. G. M. Hilton, electrician, 
of Trafalgar Works, Bow Common Lane, London, is to be heard. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations, — Creditors of the 
British Electric Meter Company must send particulars of debts, &c , 
to the liquidator, Mr. F. S. Springett, 1464, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C., by June 10th. 

Messrs. D. Wilson, and J. W. and R. Graham (Wilson, Graham 
and Co., electrical engineers, Faraday Works, Huddersfield), have 
dissolved partnership. The Messrs. Graham will attend to 
debts, &c. 

Mr. Н. E. Abbott, 5, Fenwick Street Liverpool, was on April 8th 
appointed liquidator, with a committee of inspection, in the Blec- 
trical Regulating and Lighting Syndicate, Limited. 

The Auto Electro Feed Water Puritier Company meets at Wolver- 
hampton on May 31st to hear an account of the winding up from 
the liquidator, Mr. H. P. Smith. 

Messrs. A. H. Durtnall and R. Pries (Durtnall & Pries, electrical 
engineers, 82, Bunhill Row, E.C.), have dissolved partnership. Mr. 
Pries will continue the business and attend to debts. 

The Court has appointed Mr. Frank Hyland, liquidator of the 
business of Charles Bright & Co. 

Notice of release on March 24th, of the liquidator (Mr. P. W. 
Northey) in the Epstein Electric Accumulator Company, Limited, 
appeared in the London (/azctte on 25th ult. 


Books Received.—“ The Testing Arrangements of the 
British Fire Prevention Committee.” London: The British Fire 
Prevention Committee, 1902. 28. 6d. 

“Physics for High School Students,“ by H. S. Carhart and H. N. 
Chute. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1902. 

“Science Abstracts,” April 25th, No. 52. London: The Fielden 
Publishing Company, Limited. 28. 

“Dynamos, Alternators and Transformers,” by Gisbert Kapp. 
London: Biggs & Со. 108. 6d. 

"The New Volumes of the Encyclop:edia Britannica,“ Vol. I. 
(Advance Sheets). London: The Times. 


Installation Work.—Messrs. C. E, & II. M. Peel, 


electrical engineers, Swansea, have received instructions from Col. 
Napier Miles, M. V.O., Malmesbury, to lay down electric generating 
plant at his mansion house to supply current to some 400 electric 
lights; the motive power will be oil. They will also instal electric 
motors for pumping and other Comestic purposes. Amongat the 
work recently carried out by this firm may be mentioned the 
electric lighting of the new post office at Swansea +400 16-c.P. lamps 
—also a large factory in the Swansea Valley, where the motive 
power is water. 


Trade Announcements.— Mr. C. W. Webster, of 69, 
Wostgate, Bradford, notifies that he is continuing business as elec- 
trical engineer at the above address, and having retired from his 
old firm of Rhodes & Webster, be has now no further connection 
with any persons trading under that name. He is open to receive 
the latest catalogues and net prices from suppliers of electrical 
goods. 

Me:sre. ТИПО Brothers announce that their London office 
and showroom have just been removed from 101, St. Martin's 
Lane, to new premises at 36, Leicester Square, W.C. 
The telegraphic address aud telephone number will remain as 
heretofore. 

Mr. J. Pullar Phibbs, XI. I E. F., informs us that owing to his 
taking up a position in Messrs. J. Pullar & Sons’ works (Pullirs 
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Dy eworks, Perth), he isfrelinquishing his connection with his Con- 
tinental firms, Messrs. Geoffroy & MDelore, cable! manufacturers; 
Messrs. Bergmann's Electrical Works; Messrs. Carels Frèree, 
Sulzer engine builders; and the High-speed Engine Company, of 
Liege, Belgium. Mr. Pallar Phibbs's new address will be Muirton 
Bank, Perth, Scotland. | 

Messrs. Moores, Farrell & Co., manufacturing electrical engineers, 
have, owing to increased business, removed to more commodious 
premises at Mynshull’s House, Victoria Street, Manchester, where 
they will shortly have a large and varied display of electri al 
fittings, electroliers, &c., brass and copper, and oxydised silver. 

The City and Suburban Electric Carriage Company ask that 
henceforth all letters and other communications be addressed to the 
head office, Niagara, York Street, Westminster, S.W. 


Change of Address.—The British 'Thomson- Houston 
Company, Limited, have removed their Irish office from 21, Lincoln 
Place, Dublin, to Belfast — No. 9, Donegal Square, West. 


| 
ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Rarnstaple.—The T.C. has instructed the clerk to take 
steps to raise the loan of £21,000 for electric lighting purposes. 


Bath.—The committee appointed to inquire into the 
matter has drawn up a report which will be submitted to the City 
Council at their next meeting. In the tender of the Standard 
Electric Tramways, Limited, the offer is to lease the works for the 
term of the tramways concession. "This concession is in perpetuity, 
subject to the right of the local authority to purchase at the end of 
32 years. Inthe other tender the offer is to lease til] the expiration 
of the period of the last loan obtained by the authority for the 
undertaking, but with the provision that the Council may determine 
the lease at the expiration of 10 years “ проп payment of a sum 
equal to 15 per cent. on the whole of the capital expended upon the 
undertaking.” Under both tenders, the control of capital expended, 
and the management of the undertaking, would pass out of the 
hands of the Council. The committee does not think it would be 
wise for the Council to part with its control and management for £o 
long a period as 32 yeara, and therefore does not advise the accept- 
ance of the tender of the Standard Electric Tramways, Limited. 
The otber tender provides for the resumption of control by the 
Council at the expiration «f 10 years, but only upon payment of а 
sum which would almost certainly exceed £20,000, that is at the 
rate of £2,000 for every year which the company holds the works. 
Having regard to the increasing returns which the undertakirg 
shows even under the present very adverse conditions, the com- 
mittee does not think it is possible that in 10 years’ time the charge 
upon the rates would approach any such sum, and therefore recom- 
mends that the thanks of the Council be given to the companies for 
their tenders, but that the Council retains the works under its own 
control, and that for the remainder of this year the Joint Electric 
Light Sub-Committee continue to carry on the work of the under- 
taking and report direct to the authority. 


Beverley.— Colonel W. Langton Coke, L.G.B. inspector, 
bus held an inquiry into the application of the Corporation for per- 
mission to borrow a sum of £15,000 for the laying down of electric 
light in the borough. | 


Canterbury.—The report of the third year’s working of 
the electricity undertaking shows the number of consumers con- 
nected to be 343, as against 259 last year, while the number of 
public lamps connected ів 12 arc and 359 incandescent lamps The 
revenue account shows a gross surplus for the year of £2,602 6s. 3d., 
against 21,885 14s. 9d. in 1901. This surplus is applied to repay- 
ment of capital, £854 16s. 4d, and interest £1,016 15s. 8d, and 
leaves, with the balance brought forward last year of £419 10s. ôd., 
а sum of £1,160 4e. 8d. to be dealt with. 


Cardiff. —The L.G.B. has granted the T.C.'s application 
for power to borrow £21,000 for extensions at the electric lighting 
works. On Weduesday it transpired that the workire profit last 
year was £1,023, calculated at 7 per cent. return on capital. 


Cheshire and Staffordshire.—^At a meeting of the 
Winsford U.D.C. last week, a letter from Meesrs. Roweliffe & Co., 
solicitors, Manchester, was read, intimating that they intended to 
apply, on behalf of an influential syndicate, for Parliamentary 
powers to erect electric generating stations and lay mains for the 
supply of electricity throughout a district comprising the County of 
Cheshire and the northern part of Stafford. The chief object of 
the company was to supply electricity for power purposes. Though 
they would be prepared to supply local authorities with electricity 
in bulk for lighting aud otber purposes within their own areas, at 
cheaper rates than they could produce it themselves, the company's 
business would lie in other directions, hitherto practically untouched 
by local authorities. 


Cresswell.—The L.G.B. has held an inquiry into an 
application of the P.C. for leave to borrow £650 for electric lighting 
purposes, the latter having agreed with the Bolsover Colliery Com- 
pany to light the village with 68 lamps of 32 ср. at the rate of 
£2 108. per lamp per annum. The mains will be overhead, 
19,000 yards iong, and the lamps will be 100 yards apart. 


Farnham.— The U.D.C. has assented to Mr. (iraver's 
application for an electric lighting order for Hindhead. 


Dartmouth.—The T.C. has decided to seal the contract 
with the Urban Electric Supply Company to light the town for 10 
years at £364 per annum. 


Cowes.—The D.C. has resolved that the draft prov. 
order of the Isle of Wight Electric Light and Power Company and 
the draft agreement between the Council and the company be 
approved. The purchase clause gives the Council power to buy the 


‚ undertaking at the end of 14 years, and the company will, if 


required by tbe Council to do so, supply electricity fur the public 
lamps at 3d. per unit. 


Devonport.—The electricity supply undertakiug was 
inaugurated by the Corporation on Monday. 


East Barnet.—The U.D.C. has adopted a lighting 
scheme, which includes a dust destructor. The estimated cost is 
£13,729. 


Edinburgh.—The E.L. Committee of the T.C. has 


. resolved that electric energy should be supplied at specially reduced 


rates for purposes of illumination on the occasion of the Coronation 
celebrations. 


Glasgow.—The arrangement between the Tramways and 
Lighting Departmentsof the Corporation, as published in our April 18 
issue, were confirmed at the (‘ouncil meeting on 17th ult A con- 
siderable amount of heat was shown in the debate. In moving the 
adoption of the minutes, the acting convener of the tramways, Mr. 
Hugh Alexander, deprecated Bailie Maclay's reference to his 
department in moving the adoption of the joint minute. They had 
superfiuous power, as he, Bailie Maclay, called it, because they 
contemplated running 600 to 800 cars when the service was com- 
plete, ic., when the extensions to Clydebank, Paisley K.undary, 
&c, were finished. At present, they had some 400 cars running, 
aod it would be some five years at least before the maximum power 
could be required. The agreement between the two departments 
would be for three years. The two departments were mutually 
helping one another; for the lighting department to meet the next 
winter's demand, would require to spend some £30,000, so that he was 
of opinion that to speak thus was to take advantage of the tramways 
department. Another councillor moved that an inquiry should be 
instituted on the po nt why there wer : two departments when thers 
was no necess ty for more than one. This motion was seconded, 
but was later withdrawn on account of there being no time to sparte, 
as next winter's arrangements must be completed at once.— Bailie 
Stevenson supported the minutes, and pointed out that the Light- 
ing Committee were paying dearly for the current at 14d. per unit. 
He was sorry there minutes exposed groes mismanagement in the 
tramways department. Why,“ he asked, was this enormous 
amount of machinery in excess of requirements, amounting to 
£250,000, installed?” Bailie Stevenson suggested that an inquiry 
into the whole working and position of the two departments 
should be held, and notice was given to this effect. —Mr. Burt con- 
sidered the arrangement very fair to both departments, aad, after 
further discussion, the minutes were adopted. 


Kingston-on-Thames.—The Corporation has decided 
to proceed with its electric light extensions as approved by the 
Local Government Board in March, 1901, in spite of the adverse 
vote and criticism at the recent ratepayers’ meeting. At the 
Council meeting on Tuesday evening, Mr. J. E. Edgcome, the 
borough electrical engineer, was invited to explain the position of 
affairs, though it should be said that he was not appointed until 
after the works were started. Mr. Edgcome said that it was only 
fair to Mr. A. H. Preece to remind the Council that the system 
which he originally advised—low-tension alternators—was perfectly 
proper under the then existiog Board of Trade regulations, so that 
it ought not to be put abroad that he had advised the Corporation 
wrongly. At the same meeting it was reported that during the last 
six months an economy of £800 had been effected at the works by 
the introduction of ап economiser and а condenser, aided by the 
decreased cost of coal. 

The Corporation are now prepared to assist consumers in wiring 
the premises. The work may be done by any firm, subject to the 
approval of details by the Lighting Committee. Repayment can 
extend over five years at a charge of > per cent. on the oatlay. 


King William's Town, Cape Colony.—.All the shares 
of the newly-formed local electric lightiog company have been 
taken up. 


Lighting of Hotel Metropole, Dublin.—Last week, 
before Mr. Justice Madden and a special jury, the case of 
Edmundson's Furnishing and Engineering Company, Limited, v. 
Metropole Hotels Company, Limited, was concluded. The 
plaintiffs sought to recover the sum of £253 128. 6d. for goods sold 
and delivered to the defendant company, for work and labour done, 
and electric lamps and energy supplied to defeudante' hotel. An 
agreement dated March 15th, 1900, was relied on by the defendants, 
by which it was alleged that the plaintiffs had agreed to carry out 
the work for the sum of £123 10s., which they paid to the plaintiffs. 
For repairs to restaurant sign, cigar depót sign, and lift lights, the 
defendants paid into Court the sum of £12 14s., and they also 
lodged £30 to cover any other claim the plaintiffs might have. The 
jury found for the plaintiffs for £35 over and above the amount 
£30 lodged in Court. 


Market Drayton.—The Parish Council has cordially 


approved of the application of a local company for electric lighting 
powers, 
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Llangollen.—The U. D. C. has resolved to approve of the 
agreement with Mr. Bremner Smith, of Oswestry, for the supply 
of electricity in the district. The agreement provides that Mr. 
Smith shall pay the cost of procuring the prov. order and 2 per 
cent. per annum on the net profits; that the charge for energy for 
publie lighting shall be 3d. per unit, certain streets to be lighted 
with electricity ; and that the Council shall have the option of pur- 
chase after 10 years at intervals of five years. 


London.— Wool, WIH. — The L. C. C. has granted the 
application of the B.C. for a loan of £5,600 for the purchase of the 
Eltham portion of the works of the Blackheath and Greenwich 
District Electric Light Company, Limited. 

The B.C., on the report of Mr. Spencer Hawes, has resolved 
that the purchase price of the Eltham portion of the Blackheath 
and Greenwich Electric Light Company's undertaking shall be 
£5,600, which the company agree to. The capital expenditure is 
agreed at £2,100, and the balance is computed on the value of work 
already done at Eltham. 


Manchester.—A meeting of the Electricity Committee 
of the City Council was held last week, and the annual estimates con- 
sidered. They showed on revenue account a probable expenditure 
of £175,459, as against anticipated receipts amounting to £166,447, 
leaving a balance of £9,012 as estimated loss, which loss it is pro- 
posed to meet out of the reserve fund. Last year's working on 
revenue account showed a surplus balance of £6,300 which has been 
carried to the reserve fund. During the year ended March 3154, 
1903, it is estimated that £875,799 will be expended on capital 
account, including 21,0: O at Dickinson Street, £55,394 at Bloom 
Street, £463,705 at Stuart Street, £211,295 upon distributing 
stations, and £119,400 on mains. The estimated loss on the 
working of the department is principally caused by the great ex- 
penditure of capital during the past year at the Stuart Street works, 
the 20 odd sub-stations, and the enormous number of cables required. 
The expenditure of the department on capital account this year has 
been between £700,000 and £800,000. Provision of electricity for 
the tramways bas, of course, caused the outlay of great cums. It 
follows that а laige sum is required to pay interest and sinking fund, 
the amount in this respect reaching £70,000. 


South Wales.—A joint meeting of sub-committees of the 
Neath and Aberavon District Councils was held last week, 
when the question of supplying the district with electrical power 
for lighting and other purposes was discussed. Mr. Edmund 
Hill, manager of the South Wales Electrical Power Distribution 
Company, was present, and the committees agreed to recommend 
to their respective councils that energy should be supplied by this 
company. | 


Spain.— А large plant is being put down by La Compania 
Union Industrial Minera, of Linares, to utilise the water-power of 
the river Guadalquiver, at Batan de da Fuente, in the generation of 
electrical energy for lighting and power purposes at Villa del Rid, 
Canete, Marmolejo, Montoro, and Bugalance. The generating plant 
will comprise three large Schuckert three-phase alternators, driven 
by three 250-n.P. turbines. 


Stirling.—The Lighting Committee, not content with 
lighting the main thoroughfares with arc lamps, is now invading 
the side streets, which were formerly given over to the mercy of the 
gas company, and is giving & very superior illumination at practi- 
cally the same cost as that of the old light. The system adopted is 
that of the Improved Electric Glow Lamp Compsny, and such gcod 
resj]ta have been obtained, that Mr. Hanson and his staff will 
probably be kept busy through the summer, converting the remain- 
ing gas street lamps. 


Swindon.—The Board of Guardians has resolved that 


Mr. G. R. Peers, electrical engineer, of Manchester, be engaged at a 


fee of £10 guineas to advise as to the advisability of lighting the 
workhouse by electricity. 


Tynemouth,—The T.C. has resolved to apply for sanc- 
tion to borrow £8,000 owing to the extensions now necessary at 
the electric power station, in addition to the £23,000 already 
applied for. 


Wrexham.—Attention having been drawn to the necessity 
for the removal of certain lengths of lead-covered cable in the 
lighting system of the Wrexham Corporation, the St. Helens Cable 
Company, who supplied the cables, have written to the Press stating 
the facts of the case. It appears that the lead covering of the 
cables in places became damaged by electrolysis caused through the 
faulty suspension of the arc lamps, for which the company say they 
were not responsible. They, however, agreed to take out about 
£300 worth of the damaged cable, and are replacing the damaged 
lengths by their non-lead covered patent dialite cable, with the 
approval of the consulting engineer. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Beckenham.—The U. D.C. is cireularising public bodies 
around London with a view to amending the Standing Order which 
provides for two-thirds consent in cases of tramway Bills, in order 


that hereafter the cousent of all authorities concerned should be 
necessary. 


Bray.—The U.D.C., on 21st ult., approved of the pro- 
ject of the General Electric Company of Ireland, for an electric 
tramway system in Bray. 


Brooklyn: Battery Traction to be Tried.—The | 


following extracts are taken from an interesting article which 
appeared last month in the columns of our trans-Atlantic name- 
sake :—“ It is stated in the newspapers that the Brooklyn Rapid 
Transit Company is making experiments with a view to devising a 
System of storage-battery traction for its vast network of lines in 
and about the borough of Brooklyn. Popular agitation against 
overhead wires has reached a point such that the municipal govern- 
ment is expected shortly to order the removal of the trolley wires 
from the streets of that borough. The cost of installing a system of 
open-slot conduits on the lines of this company, such as are used on 
the lines of the Metropolitan Street Railway Company in Man- 
hattan, would entail an expense of nearly $25,000,000. It is 
believed that storage-battery cars can be installed for a much less 
sum than this. It is greatly to be hoped that the experiments will 
be successful. A catalogue of the attempts to operate storage- 
battery street cars in the United States alone would more than fill 
this column, yet to-day there is in operation in the United States 
only a single line of storage-battery cars—that doing crosstown 
service in Thirtv-fourth Street in Manhattan and, so far as is known 
outside the Metropolitan Company, still working on a somewhat 
experimental basis. What may be done by new types of battery 
recently described and not yet in service remains to be seen, but 
all indications are hopeful and point toward the probable success of 
street cars equipped with the new type of cells. The experiments 
in Brooklyn will be watched with the greatest interest by the whole 
electric railway fraternity.” 


Caleutta.—Jndian Engineering for March 29th con- 
tained the following interesting note on the electric tramway system 
of Calcutta:— An ignorant fear appears to have possessed some 
people in Calcutta that the overhead wire system of electric traction 
із a highly dangerous one and that it should be replaced by the 
conduit system. Nothing could be ‘more absurd. The conduit 
system is perfectly unsuited to a city like Calcutta, where the sub- 
soil water is so near the upper crust. The conduit system was first 
tried in Madras, where the conditions are similar to those in Cal- 
cutta, and failed. The overhead system, on the contrary, has suc- 
ceeded both in Madras and Colombo, and, being perfectly safe, is 
extending in all directions. Thanks to the energy and persever- 
ance of Mr. Martyn Wells, the managing agent of the Calcutta 
Tramways Company, the electric service was inaugurated on the 
Kidderpore—Maidan section on 'l'hursday." 


Cardiff.—Major Druitt and Mr. Trotter made a B. of T. 


inspection of certain sections of the electric tramways on Tuesday 
last week. The opening ceremony took place yesterday. 


Cheltenham.—The Light Railway Commissioners will 
hold an inquiry at Cheltenham on Thursday, May 15th, as to 
whether the promoter, Mr. T. Nevins, of the existing Cheltenham 
and District Light Railway, should be allowed to extend his line to 
Charlton Kings and Leckhampton, about seven miles in length, 
mostly double line. Mr. Edward Dodd, A.M.I.C.E., of Dodd and 
Dodd, civil engineers, Birmingham, prepared the necessary Par- 
liamentary plans and estimates, and will give evidence at the 
inquiry in support of the extensions. 


Germany: Electric Motor Tricycles.—For some time 
past the Bavarian Postal authorities at Munich have becn using an 
electric motor tricycle for the collection of letters from the street 


letter boxes in that town. The trials have been so successful that 


& Second machine has been ordered for the transport of mails 
between the G.P.O. and the railway station in Munich. It has also 
beeu decided to put down a plant at G.P.O., from which the accu- 
mulators of the machines can be re-charged. 


Italy: Electric Cabs.—The municipal authorities of 


Milan have just granted licenses for 15 electric motor cabs to ply for 
hire in the city. 


London to Dover.—An evening paper says that the 
proposal for a Kentish electric railway from London to Dover 
includes brauch liaes to run through the Isle of Thanet to Rams- 
gate and Margate on the one hand, and Folkestone on the other, 
which would be connected with the main line. 


Manchester.—The Tramways and Lighting Committee 
of the Moss Side U.D.C. have received a request from the general 
manager of the Manchester Corporation Tramways, asking the 
Council to consent to an arrangement whereby the Carriage Com- 
pany might work the tramways in Moss Side till the completion of 
the electrical equipment in November next. The Council, at its 
meeting, consented to the application of the Corporation. 


Mersey Railway.—lIt is reported that a shipment of 
power machinery for use in working the Mersey Railway, when 
converted to electrical traction, has been made from the Westing- 
house Company's works at Pittsburg. The machinery is said to 
comprise two 2,000-H.P. croa38-compound engines, and two 1, 200-K W. 
generators, to be coupled direct. 


Merthyr Tydfil,.—The Urban Council proposes to apply 
for extension of time for the completion of the Brecon light 
railway, 


Morley.—The Light Railway Commissioners have given 
consent to the Morley (extension) tramway scheme, and this enables 


the B.E.T. Company to proceed at once with the laying of an 
extensive undertaking for Morley and district, 
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Northampton.—At a special meeting of the Т.С. on 
Monday it was unanimously decided to replace the present system 
of horse trams by electric traction at a cost of £120,000. 


Shoeburyness.—The B. E. T. Company's representative 
is to have an interview with the U.D.C. in regard to their pro- 
posed light railway scheme. 


Staffordshire.—The B.E.T. Company have decided, from 
the first of the present month, to reduce the fares to the extent of 
33} per cent. on their electric system between Wednesbury and 
Walsall,and Darlaston and Walsall. Instead of there being three 
stages on each of these journeys, there will from this date only 
be two. 


Sunderland.—The B. of T. has granted a prov. order 
to the Corporation for two slight extensions of their tramway 
system. ‘The first is in connection with a line which was sanctioned 
inthe original Act to be laid to Fulwell,a rural township closely 
adjacent to Sunderland, and the present order sanctions a deviation 
from the intended line along Fulwell Road into Gladstone Street 
and Ravensworth Terrace, which is very much wider at its entrance 
into Roker Avenue (where the Fulwell line wil join the Roker 
section) than is Fulwell Road. A much wider sweep will be possible 
in this way than would have been the case if the line had been taken 
straight along Fulwell Road. The second tramway that the order 
sanctions ів one to Pallion about half a mile long. 


Spain.— La Compania Iberica de Electricidad Thomson- 
Houston, of Bilbao, has secured a contract to convert the horse 
tramways in the town of Zaragoza into electric lines. 

A meeting of the shareholders of the Compania de los Ferro- 
carelles de Medina del Campo, Zamora, Orense and Vigo is about 
to be held to decide as to whether electric traction shall be adopted 
on the company's lines in Galicia. 


Whitewell and Belfast.—At a meeting of the Law 
Committee of the Belfast Council on Saturday it was resolved 
that the Council should be recommended to pass a resolution 
offering to the Cavehill and Whitewell 'l'ramway Company terms 
similar to those offered by the B. E. P. C., and to defray the costa 
incurred by them in promoting their Bill, undertaking to promote a 
Bill to confirm these objects. 


Wolverhampton.— Our local correspondent says :— 
"(Contrary to general expectation, Colonel Н. E. Yorke, R E., has 
visited the town for the purpose of making, on behalf of the Board 
of Trade, an ofticial inspection, of the now completed tramway 
track from Bilston Street to Coleman Street beyond the Exhibition. 
A car was got ready at 9.40 in the morning, and immediately after 
it was boarded by the inspector, the town clerk (Mr. Horatio 
Brevitt), Aldermau Craddock (manager of the Tramways Committee 
pro tem), and representatives of the Corporation, also Mr. G. F. 
Brown (inventor of the Lorain surface contact system of electric 
traction), and representatives of the Lorain Company. The car 
was run along Bilston Street and Piper’s Row, into Victoria Square, 
where a stoppage was made for the Colonel to take observations. 
Subsequently the car was driven along Lichfield Street, down 
Darlington Street, along Waterloo Road, and thence down 
Newhampton Road to Coleman Street. No hitch occurred. The 
return journey was equally satisfactory, the steep inclines in New- 
hampton Road and Darlington Street presenting no difficulty. In 
the middle of the latter street tbe Colonel ordered a stoppage in 
order to inspect the track, and on reaching the depót he went over 
Bilston Road route, which he inspected some months ago. Asa 
result of his visit, the Colonel gave provisional permission for the 
train service from the centre of the borough to Coleman Street to 
commence at once ifthe authorities thought fit. As a matter of 
fact, & rezular service of cars was not started, nor was money taken 
until Wednesday. The interval was employed in instructing motor- 
men and such like." 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES 


Belfast Telephones.—The National Telephone Com- 
pany has refused to reduce its rates in Belfast to the standard of 
Glasgow Corporation, and doubts the power of the Corporation to 
refuse an extension of its licence. The company declines the 
proposals of the Council. 


Belgium.—The Bell Telephone Manufacturing Com- 
pany, of Antwerp, reports a profit of £8,140 for the year 1901. 


Dutch-German Cable Scheme.— Reuter's correspondent 
at the Hague states that at the Bureau of the Second Chamber of 
the States General, the Telegraphic Convention with Germany pro- 
viding for a joint subsidy for telegraph cables to the Dutch Colonies 
in East Asia was welcomed as a means of diminishing the dependence 
of Holland on British companies, but on the other hand, it met 
with opposition, owing to the fear that the convention might unduly 
subordinate Dutch interests to those of Germany. 


Underground Telegraph Wires.—At the Middles- 
brough Chamber of Commerce last week, a letter was read from 
Colonel S. A. Sadler, M.P., enclosing one received from the Post- 
master-General intimating that the probable route of the suggested 
extension to Newcastle of the underground telegraph line from 
Jondon would branch off to Manchester at Warrington from the 


proposed main underground line to the North. The branch would 
be carried on to Leeds and thence in a general northerly direction 
to Newcastle. It was reported that the Post Office were dredging a 
trench across the Tees for the purpose of laying a cable, and it was 
hoped that the work would be completed shortly. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED. 
Latakia- rus .. Sa — .. June 20, 1809 .. эк 
Alexandria-Laruace .. Jan. 19, 1902 .. СА 
Cayenne-Pinheiro . March 8, 1902 .. April 24. 


Е March 18, 1908 .. April 16. 


Zanzibar-Mombassa .. . 
5% .. April 16, 1902 . April 25. 


Suakin-Djedda .. 
LANDLINES :— 


% Via Hanekin “ on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 24,1900 .. s. 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 .. ee 
Guanta-Barcelona " ia 5% ‚з .. March 17, 1902 .. x 
Berlin-Versovic .. "e se ‘a РР .. March 31, 1902.. 
Barcelona-Ciudad Bolivar .. 455 Я .. March 6, 1908 .. 
Puerto Plata and San Domingo 


Wireless Telegraphy.—The Berlin correspondent of 
the Standard says that (termany, it is stated, has not made any pro- 
posals to the Powers for restricting the use of any systems of wirc- 
less telegraphy; but she has invited England, the United Statcs, 
France and Russia—the countries most interested in the matter— 
to enter into an International Agreement with her preventing аот 
single system of wireless telegraphy securing a monopoly. England 
i4 ав yet the only Power that has responded to the invitation in the 
affirmative, but it is confidently expected that the other Powers 
will do so shortly. Should favourable answers be received, it 
will be possible to draw up а common programme for further 
nezotiations. 

The Lisbon correspondent of the same paper learns that the 
Portuguese Government has adopted the Slaby-Arco system of wire- 
less telegraphy. Herr Loeske, the engineer sent there by the 
General Society of Electricity, of Berlin, is superintending the erec- 
tion of а wireless telegraph station on this system at Cascaes, near 
the entrance to the Tagus, which will be put in communication with 
another station at Lisbon, and with some of the ships of the Navy. 
The Naval authorities are also making experiments with a system 
of wireless telegraph invented by Senhor Gago Coutinho, a Portu- 
guese electrician. 

Tests of the Fessenden system of wireless telegraphy have been 
made in New York, between stations 50 miles apart, in the presence 
of Brigadier-General Greely, chief of the Army Signal Corps, and 
other military and naval officers, and have been most successful, 
according to the correspondent of the Daily Telegraph. 

The: Chronicle's Rotterdam correspondent says that on Monday, 
at the invitation of Mr. Marconi, Ministers and other high authori- 
ties witnessed & demonstration of wireless telegraphy otf Scheven- 
ingen. 

The Canadian steamers of the Allan line are being fitted with 
Marconi instruments. The Parisian, which eailed on April 17th, 
and the Tunistan, which sailed on April 24th, each carried Marconi 
apparatus. The Pretorian, which is billed to sail on May Ist, and 
the Jonian on May 15th, will likewise carry wireless telegraphic 
apparatus. 


.. April 26, 1902 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—May 7th. А 20-ton electrical overhead 
crane for the Dee Village electricity works. See Official Notices " 
April 11th. 

Barrow-in-Furness,—May 7th. Arc lamps, columns, 
switch-pillars and sundry materials for the Corporation. See 
“ Official Notices” April 18th. 


Bedford.—May 17th. Fuel economisers for Corpora- 
tion. See “Official Notices” April 25th. 


Brighton.—May 12th. Boundary wall and extensions 
to the tramways car sheds for the Corporation. See Official 
Notices " to-day. 

Bury.—Jct condenser and pumps for the electricity 
works. See Official Notices” to-day. 


Bury.—May 8th. Tramway feeders, conduits, and 
street-work for the Corporation. See Official Notices April 18th. 


Christiania. — May 7th. H.M. Consul-General at 
Christiania reports that tenders to the Norwegian State Telegraphs 
for the supply of post-hooks, insulators, top covers, top plates, aud 
telegraph wire cau be received by the Telegraph Directors up to 
noon on Wednesday, May 7th. 


Cleckheaton.—May 3rd. Direct current motors for the 
U.D.C. See “ Official Notices" April 18th. 


Dartford.—May 10th. 300-K w. steam dynamo, piping, 
and switchb-ard instruments; Lancashire boiler, feed pump, Ac. 
See“ Official Notices” April 25th. 

Dublin.—May 13th. Tenders are being invited by the 
Lighting Committee for the construction of a cast-iron subway 
under the Grand Canal Dock near the Victoria Bridge in connectiou 
with the municipal eiectricity supply undertaking. 
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Erith.—May 5th. U.D.C. wants offers for * Free" 
wiring. See “Official Notices " April 25th. 
Fulham.— May 5th. Опе 600-kw. .two-phase steam 


alternator, or Parsons turbo-alternator for the electricity works. 
See “ Official Notices " April 18th. 


Glasgow.—May зга. Electricity meters for one year 
for the Corporation. See Official Notices" April 25th. 


Glasgow.—May Sth. Motor-driven boosters and switch- 
ing apparatus for the electricity department. Sec “Official 
Notices " April 25th. 

Halesowen.— May 21st. The Council wants offers for 
taking over its electric lighting and light railway powera. See 
" Oflicial Notices“ to-day. | 

Hiford.—May 13th. Three 10-n.r. electric. motors for 
the U. D. C. electricity department. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


London. — May sth. The IL. C. C. wants tenders for elec- 
tric lighting of the Euston Road fire station. See Official 
Notices April 18th and 25th. 


ders for self-propelled lorry (oil). 
25th. 


Newport (Salop).—May 7th. The U.D.C. wants ten- 
ders for lighting the district by gas, electricity or other means. 
Surveyor, Mr. A. Massey, Council Offices. 


Oldham.—May 6th. — Switchboards 
traction). See Official Notices“ April 11th. 


Roumania.— May 31st. Tenders are being invited until 
May 315% by the municipal authorities of Calarashi—Stirbeiu for 
the concession for the electric lighting of the town during a period 
of 35 years. 


Swansea.—May 10th. 
art schools and yallery for the Corporation. 
to-day. 

Nwindon.—May 14th. Free wiring proposals for the 
Corporation, Sec ‘ Official Notices " to-day. 

Swindon.— May 19th. 252 accumulator cells and 
accessories for the Corporation electricity works. See “ Official 
Notices” to-day. 

Sydney.—May 7th. Messrs. Preece & Cardew, on behalf 
of the Municipal Council, invite tendera for equipment of electricity 
works and sub-stations. Water-tube boilers, three-phase steam 


alternators, battery, motor- generators, stationary transformers, 
switchboards, &c. See Official Notices” March 21st. 


Wallasey.—May 17th. The . . C. invites tenders for 
the maintenance of the electric installation on their steamers fora 
period of 12 months from July 1st next. Н. W. Cook, Clerk, 
Public Offices, Egremont, Cheshire. 


West Ham.—May 13th. Steel chimneys, fans and 
engines for induced draught, economisers, &c., for the electricity 
works. See ''Official Notices” to-day. 


Woolwieh.—The M.B.C. wants tenders for a 70 actual 
horse-power motor, to be worked in connection with the hydraulic 
plant at the electric lighting works, at an estimated cost of £350, 
and for 10,000 pairs of carbons at an estimated cost of £62. 


Wrexham.—May 3rd. Engine room stores, cables, 
joint boxes, lamps, carbons, &c., for electricity department. See 
‘Official Notices " April 25th. 


The War Office wants ten- 
See Offivial Notices" April 


(lighting апа 


Installation for the Free Library, 
See Official Notices“ 


CLOSED. 


Bristol.—The following is a list of the firms who 
tendered for the supply of power cables for the Corporation 
electrical department (Mr. H. Faraday Proctor, city electrical 
cngineer):— The British Insulated Wire Company (accepted) ; 
Siemens Bros. & Co.; The Telegraph Manufacturing Company, 
Limited; The St. Helens Cable Company; Johnson & Phillips; 
W. T. Henley, Limited; Western Electric Company; W. & T. 
Glover & Co.; Callender's Cable and Construction Company. 


Glasgow.—The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
the British Westinghouse Company for switchbcard extensions at 
the tramways sub-stations for the sum of £2,309. - Tbere was a 
cheaper price, but the firm quoting withdrew their tender as they 
had not inspected the proposed sites. 


Hull.—The Electric Lighting Committee has accepted 
the tender of Messrs. Thornton & Crebbins, Bradford, for pipe work 
at the Sculcoates Lane Station, the price being £3,312. 


Kingston-on-Thames. — The Corporation has ordered 
35 arc-lamp standards from Messrs. Macfarlane & Co., at £11 2s. 9d. 
each, and has accepted the tender of Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox for 
two chain grate stokers at £515. Two miles of arc lighting cable 
at £70 7s. 6d. per mile, have been ordered from Henley’s. 


Llandudno,— The contract for extension of the electricity 
works has been given to Mr. Evan Hughes at C2, 060. 


Oban.—The T.C. has confirmed the Lighting Com- 


mittee's decision to accept the following tenders for the electric 
lighting scheme :— 


Steam pipes, &c.— Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox m . £871 0 0 
Balancer transformers.--Messrs. Bertram Thomas са s .. 69 0 0 
Storage Batteries.— British Power Traction and Lighting Company 899 14 0 
Switchboard.— Messrs. Bertram Thomas .. - к» 2 . 710 0 0 
Arc lamps.— Messrs. Oliver & Co., London. - wis -€ .. 328 0 0 
Cable work.—St. Helens Cable Company .. ve - “a . . 2,888 18 4 
Travelling crane.— Messrs. J. Carrick & Son, Limited .. я .. 116 0 0 


The road work is to be undertaken by the Council, and the 
engineers are authorised to order from the makers the necessary 
conduits and cast-iron work. Mr. Plunkett is the resident engineer. 


Schmidt Superheaters.— Within the last few weeks 
Messra. Easton & Co., Limited, have received orders for Schmidt 
superheaters from Messrs. Tangyes, Limited, of Birmingham, 
Messrs. Belliss & Morcom, of the same city, and Messra Willans 
and Robinson, of ltugby. 


Warrington.— The contract for the traction switchboard 
and extension on main switchboard herc has been placed with 
Messrs. Kelvin & James White, Limited. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


ee ———— 


Saturday, May 3rd.—-At 2 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers ‘Students’ Section). Visit to the Deptford 
yenerntiny station of the London Electric Supply 
Corporation, Limited. 

Monday May 5th.—At 7.30 p.m. Society of Engineers. Meeting 
in the Royal United Service Institution, Whitehall. 
Paper on “Recent Blast Furnace Practice," by .Mr. 
B. D. Healey. 

Wednesday, May 7th.— At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers ‘Students’ Section). Meeting at 28, Vic- 
toria Street, Westminster. Paper on Electric Light 
and Power Cables,” by Mr. Т. Н. Langford, student. 

Thursday, May 8th.—At 8 p.m. The Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Meeting at the Society of Arts, John 
Street, Adelphi, W.C. Conclusion of discussion on 
“iForm of Model General Conditions, &c." 

Friday, May 9th.—At 7.30 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Students’ annual dinner at Restaurant Frascati. 

Saturday, Мау 10th.—At 10 a.m. Institution of Junior Engineers. 
Visit to the Great Eastern Railway Works, Stratford. 

At 7.30 p.m. — Electrical Engineers К.Е. (Volunteers) 
Cycling Club. Bohemian Concert at headquarters, 
Revency Street, S. W. 


THE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS AND ELECTRICAL 
LEGISLATION. 


— 


THE following із а copy of the resolutions recently presented by a 
Committee of the Institution appointed to inquire into matters 
connected with the national position in respect of electrical develop- 
ment:— 


Resolutions Passed by the Committee at its Mecting on Tuesday, 
March 25th, 1902. 


1. That, notwithstanding that our countrymen have been among 
the first in inventive genius in electrical science, its development 
in the United Kingdom is in a backward condition, as compared 
with other countries, in respect of practical application to the 
industrial and social requirements of the nation. 

2. That the cause of such backwardness ів largely due to the 
conditions under which the electrical industry has been carried on 
in this country,-and especially to the restrictive character of the 
legislation governing the initiation and development of electric 
power and traction undertakings, and the powers of obstruction 
granted to local authorities. 

3. That local boundaries have usually no reference whatever to 
the needs of the community in regard to electric supply and 
traction; that the sclection of suitable areas should be dealt with 
on the basis of economic principles aud industrial demands; and 
that this has been found to apply also to gas, water, and sanitary 
engineering. 

4. That the development of electric power and traction under- 
takings offers the most favourable means of relieving congested 
centres, and of thus contributing towards the settlement of the 
housing question. 

5. That it is expedient, in the national interests, that the Elec- 
trie Lighting Acts, 1862—8, the Tramways Act, 1870, and the 
Standing Orders relating to special Acts for tramways, should be 
amended, in so far as they enable local authorities to veto or delay 
the carrying out of electric supply and traction projects of which 
the utility can be shown; and that effect should be given to the 
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recommendations of the Joint Select Committee of Parliament, 1898, 
on “ Electrical Energy—Generating Stations and Supply.” 

6. That excessive time is occupied and expense incurred in 
obtaining authority to carry out electrical undertakings, and that 
important and growing industries are thereby checked. 

. That while this Committee fully recognises the ability of the 
technical officials of the Government departments concerned, it is of 
opinion that the staffs of those departments, as at present existing, 
are wholly inadequate having regard to the great industrial interests 
involved; that it is essential that these departments should be put 
into a position enabling them to keep in touch with all developments 
in engineering matters, both in this country and abroad, and that 
a sufficient sum should be provided annually by Government to 
enable them to employ and pay a proper staff for such purposes. 

8. That the adjustment of departmental regulations to engi- 
neering development should not be delayed until the industrial 
interests concerned are seriously hampered, and that, with & view 
to preventing any such delay, the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
Bs be willing to take part in revising such regulations from time 
to time. . 

9. That this Committee recommends that the Institution should 
memorialise the Prime Minister to receive a deputation for the 
purpose of urging the removal of tbe present disabilities and 
restrictions which prevent electrical engineering from making the 
progress that the national intercsts demand, and attaining at least 
the same level as in America, Germany, and other industrial 
countries. 

_ We shall probably deal with the above matters in our next 
issue. 


NOTES. 


The LE.E. President.—Mr. James Swinburne has been 
nominated President of the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
for the next session. We tender our hearty congratulations 
both to the new President and to the Institution. Mr. 
Swinburne’s name is quite well known to all readers of the 
ELROTRICAL Review. The authoritative position he holds in the 
science and industry of electrical engineering eminently fits him for 
the occupation of the Presidential chair of the representative 
Institution of so important and flourishing a profession. 


The Wolverhampton Exhibition.— As the Glasgow 
Exhibition of last year was undoubtedly of great value in bringing 
before the notice of the manufacturers in the North the manifold 
advantages of the innumerable applications of electricity, especially 
the superiority of electrical driving, we have every hope that the 
same good object will be served in this and many other uses of 
electrical energy in and around Staffordshire by the enterprise of 
Wolverhampton. The scope of the Exhibition, which was formally 
opened yesterday, may be seen in our other pages, and we trust that 
the electro-technical and general engineering industries of this 
country, and the trade and progress of the town which was once 
proudly termed the Metropolis of the Iron and Coal Trades of 
South Staffordshire,” may derive mutual benefit from this admirable 
undertaking. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The following 
is the list of nominations for the Council for 1902-3, presented at 
the meeting on Thursday last :— 

For the Office of President.—James Swinburne. 

For the (се of Vice-President.—Remaining in oflice: Major Р. 
Cardew, 8. Z. de Ferranti, Joon Gavey. New nomination: Prof. О. 
Lodge, F.R.S. | 

As Members of Council.—Remaining in office: H. Н. Cunynghame, 
C.B., Hugo Hirst, J. E. Kingsbury, C. P. Sparks, H. E. Harrison, 
Lieut.-Col. Н. C. L. Holden, R.A., F.R.S., the Hon. C. A. Parsons, 
F.R.S., W. H. Patchell, J. H. Rider, Mark Robinson. New nomina- 
tions: Sir J. Wolfe Barry, K.C.B., B. Drake, S. Dobson, R. Kaye 
Gray, A. A. C. Swinton. 

4s Associate Members of Council. —Remaining in office: W. R. 
Cooper, M.A., B.Sc., W. Duddell. New nomination: S. Morse. 

Hon. Auditors. — For re-election: Е. C. Danvers. New nomination: 
Sidney Sharp. 

Hon. Treasurer.—For re-election: Prof. W. E. Ayrton, F.R.S. (past- 
President). 

Hon. Solicitors, —For re-election: Messrs. Wilson, Bristows and 
Carpmael. 

At an extraordinary meeting of the Institution held at West- 
minster last night, a paper on “ Automatic Relay Translation for 
Long Submarine Cables” was read by Mr. 8. G. Brown, Associate 

ember. 


Electric Equipment of the United States Mint.— 
In the new Philadelphia mint the metal is electrically treated 
from the time it enters the building until it leaves it. Electrical 
current is used for refining, and the rough ignot is top and rolled, 
cut and weighed, all in motor-driven machines, when an acid bath 
leaves it ready for the coining machines, which are a unique appli- 
cation of a small motor driving a large fly-wheel of sufficient 
momentum to ensure a heavy pressure at the instant of stamping. 
Nearly the entire installation is of the Crocker-Whecler manufac- 
ture, 11 new motors having been added to the already large equip- 
ment during the month of March, briuging the total number 
furnished up to 120, besides four generators aggregating 625 Kw.— 
Electrical keview (New York). 


+ 


Coronation Illuminations. — The electricity and 
public lighting department of the St. Pancras Borough Council has 
issued the following regulations for wiring, and charges for supply, 
for additional temporary lighting for Coronation illuminations on 
the nights of June 26th and 27th :— 


Applications for temporary lighting for illuminations should be mađe as eariy 
as possible, stating the equivalent number of 8-c.». lamps required or the 
amount of current. Applications will be considered in the order received, the 
Council reserve the right to refuse applications after a safe limit to the station, 
sub-station, or house lead capacity has been reached. Fora special connection, 
the charge will be the actual cost of same, this charge to be refundedif the 
supply becomes permanent within three months. For the supply of current 
there will be a charge of Id. per 8-с.г. lamp or its equivalent per night. Con- 
nection can only be made subject to the above, and the following wiring regula- 
tions for temporary work :— к 

(a) Current Density. The maximum current allowed by the I.E.E. rules will 
be approved, viz.:— 


Size B. W. G. Amperes. 
18 4°2 
17 44 
16 6:8 &0. 


(b) Insulation to earth, If tested in wet weather to be such that not more 
than 1093 00th of the whole current required can leak, assuming one pole to be 
earthed. If tested in dry weather to be such that not more than ,;3,,th of the 
whole current required can leak, assuming one pole to be earthed. 

(c) Joints need not be soldered, provided that the wires are well cleaned, that 
the joint is mechanically strong, that the joint is wel linsulated with both pure 
rubber and black tape. (The“ Britannia form of joint is preferable.) 

(d) Not more than 60 8-с.Р. lampe are to be connected with one circuit and 
each circuit is to be brought direct to the temporary switchboard and there 
controlled by a single-pole switch and fuse in each conductor. No other fuses 
are to be used. А 
Tle) Temporary leads are to be secured at points not exceeding 1 yard apart, 
elther by wood cleate or bindings to insulators. | 

(.) A temporary switchbo is to be fixed close to the supply service. The 
board should be of hard wood or soft wood covered with sheet asbestos and 
be fixed in a horizontal position on brackets like a shelf; the wires to be 
brought up from underneath through holes in the board to various switches, 
Ko. It is important that there should be at least 8 ft. headway above the 
board 


(g) Sufficient lead must be provided to connect the supply service. 

(А) If any temporary wires are conneofed in any other manner than provided 
by these rules the ordinary wiring rules will hold good. 

In general, it may bepointed out that the whole decoration should ber ed 
from the fire point of view. The amount of inflammable material, including 
electric light wires should be kept as low as possible. They should be as far 
removed as possible from the fascia board or other wood work. 


London County Council.— It was reported at a meeting 
of the Council on Tuesday that the Board of Trade had intimated 
its decision not to proceed with the application of the Southwark 
Borough Council for a provisional order in respect of the parishes 
of St. George the Martyr and St. Olave, which now form part of 
the Borough of Southwark. 

The Highways Committee stated that in conuection with the 
reconstruction of the Westminster—Tooting tramways, it had becn 
found that the headway of the bridge carrying the South-Eastern 
and Chatham Railway over Clapham High Street was only 
15 ft. 2 in., while the height required in order to allow a loaded 
electric car to pass under the bridge was 16 ft. It had been sug- 
gested that the requisite headway mightbe obtained by lowering the 
carriage way under the bridge by 10 in. Messrs. Griffiths & Co., 
the sub-contractors for the road work, were prepared to lower the 
carriageway for £1,712 2s , and the Council resolved to entrust them 
with the contract for that sum. 

The Committee reminded the Council of the recent acceptance of 
the tender of Messrs. Maclellan for the supply of track and slot 
rails and accessories. Included in the contract were 155 tons of 
sole plates, the patent rights of which were held by Mr. L. Cooper, 
of Leeds. After considerable negotiation, the difficulty had been 
overcome by making an arrangement whereby the sole plates would 
be supplied direct to the Council by Mr. Cooper for £1,846 5s, 
whilst a further delivery of 155 tons of track rails would be added 
to the contract with Messrs. Maclellan. The Council decided to 
approve the action of the Committee in entering into an agreement 
on that basis. | 


Electricity on War Ships.—In the House of Commons 
on 28th ult., Mr. Bowles asked whether any regulations had been 
promulgated by the Admiralty depriving engineer officers of the 
control of electrical hydraulic machinery above deck, and giving 
charge thereof to torpedo and gunnery lieutenants; and whether 
any such regulation had been withdrawn after a few weeks fof 
further consideration; or, if not, what steps had been and were 
being taken by the Admiralty with reference to any such regulation. 
Mr. Arnold-Forster, in reply, said :—'' There is no foundation for thc 
statement that the regulation referred to has been withdrawn. 
When the decision of the Board to make the change was finally 
adopted, no orders were issued to the Fleet, because the regulations 
necessary to carry the new plan into effect were being specially con. 
sidered by a committee appointed forthat purpose. The committee 
have now made their report, and after it has been duly considered 
the necessary regulations will be drawn up. Whenthat is done 
orders will be issued to the Fleet in due course." 


Conference of the Electrical Industry on the Factory 
Act of 1901. — We are informed that the Council of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers has decided to call together representatives 
of branches of the electrical industry which are affected by the 
last Factory Act, which includes in its definition of factory electrical 
stations. 

"20, Electrical statious, that is to say, any premises or that 
part of any premises in which electrical energy is generated or 
transformed for the purpose of supply by way of trade, or for 
the lighting of any street, public place, or public building, or of 
any hotel, or of any railway, mine, or other industrial under- 
taking." 

The meeting of the conference will be on Monday, May 12th, at 
3.30 pin. The place of meeting will ba notified later on. 
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Wilson's Automatic Time Switch.—The apparatus 
which we illustrate below has been designed for the purpose of 
overcoming faults in the maximum demand system, and to enable 
supply authorities to adjust consumers’ rebates in proportion solely 
to tbe number of units consumed outside the peak of the load, and 
not in proportion to the total number of hours over which their 
consumptions are spread. It is claimed that consumers are thus 
encouraged to burn as many lights as possible outside peak load. 
The advantages of the apparatus are stated as follows:—'' The meter 
shows & direct indication of price to be charged; no complicated 
system of discount is necessary; the consumer can see when his 
high rate is being charged; it is the only means of avoiding the 


overlapping of the lighting and motor loads; hours of change of 


period can be varied with facility: values of high and low rate can 
be varied with facility; the instrument can be placed anywhere." 
The “ Wilson " switch is adaptable to any existiny watt-hour meter, 


WiLsoN AuTOMATIC Tima SwircH (OPEN). 


and also to any shunted meter, whether for continuous or 
for alternating current. It is 80 constructed, that by merely 
turning two hands on separate dials, the periods of high and 
low rates can be adjusted aud changed at any time as required, 
without interrupting the current. It consists of an electrically- 
driven pendulum-clock, which beate normal time, and which actuates 
&relay. The function of this relay is to insert a resistance into the 
shunt circuit of the meter during the low-rate period, and also to 
keep this resistance short-circuited during the period of high rate. 
The insertion of this resistance will make the meter "slow." A 
most important point in connection with the instrument is the fact 
that the resistance which it cute in or cuts out in series with the 
shunt coil of the meter, can be inserted in the meter itself, so that 
any time switch can be used with any meter. Should it happen 
that the meter or the time switch required re-adjusting, it would 
not be necessary to take away both instruments. The apparatus is 
being supplied by the General Electric Co. (1900), Ltd. 


A Coronation Suggestion.—Judging from the lucid 
and tony report of the dinner of the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers in the columns of a contemporary, the occasion seems to 
have been one for scenes of revelry by night; and the friends of the 
writer will no doubt feel highly flattered by his very complimentary 
allusions to their particular poison." The Coronation effort of 
our estimable contemporary gave us furiously to think, and we 
came to the conclusion that his Majesty King Edward VII. 
might do worse than resuscitate the office of King’s Jester,” and 
give the first refusal to our very own Touchstone.“ A friend 
by our side informs us, however, that Dan Leno has already 
taken out a patent for the title. Just our luck 


The City Lighting.— The excessive charges made by the 
City of London Electric Lighting Company for the supply of 
current to the several institutions controlled by the Corporation have 
formed the subject of a conference at Guildhall within the past 
week ог so. In particular the charge made for the use of meters has 
been raised of late in several cases. As the result it is probable tbat, 
unless a concession is speedily granted, a decision to transfer the 
contracta to the opposing company will be come to.— TN City Press. 


Bristol Street Lighting.—The Corporation is experi- 


menting with the Bremer arc lamp, to which reference has fre- 
quently been made in our columns of late. 


Royal institution. — Mr. J. Mackenzie Davidson 
delivered a discourse last Friday on Х Rays and Localisation.” 


Bloemtontein.—.A public meeting recently authorised 
the loan of £25,000 to extend the present electrical plant. The 
Mayor stated that the present plant was now run at its fullest 
capacity, and no additional connections could be made. This plant 
supplied 3,500 8-c.P. lamps, while with the plant they proposed to 
=> put down a total vf 18,000 8-c. P. lamps would be available. 


Personal.—Mr. Reginald J. Wallis-Jones, M.I.E.E., 
Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., sailed on Saturday last for New York ona 
short business visit to the United States in connection with electric 


` welding aud other matters. i 


Prof. George Forbes, F.R.S., recently left Cape Town for 
England. 

Mr. T. Hardaker, director of telegraphs in the Transvaal Colony, 
lately left Cape Town en route for England. 

Mr. Robinson, electrical engineer, Mertbyr, has been appointed 
resident engineer at Barnsley for the tramways of the British 
Electric Traction Company. 

Mr. Edward Dodd, A.M.I.C.E., civil engineer, announces that his 
brother, Mr. Robert Parker Dodd, has joined him in partnership. 
In fature the firm will be known as Messrs. Dodd & Dodd, civil 
engineers, 37, Waterloo Street, Birmingham. 

Admiral Sir Heury Nicholson, K.C.B., chairman, and the directors 
of Electric Lighting Boards, Limited, entertained a large party at 
luncheon at the Criterion Restaurant on 25th ult. to meet Miss A. 
Ashton Bence on her departure for the Cape on the company's behalf. 
Miss Bence, who was the recipient of many flattering telegrams, 
was congratulated on her enterprise by Sir Henry Nicholson, and 
wished “ good speed by Sir James Szlumper on ber arduous task 
at the Cape, which has mnch similarity to that of her successful 
visit to the United States in 1901, when the company’s properties in 
America wers sold for а very large consideration. 

The St. James's Gazette announces that Major Walter Alfred John 
O'Meara, К.Е, C.M.G., has been appointed assistant engineer-in- 
chief to the Post Office. Major O'Meara is 39 years of age, and is 
the possessor of à somewhat exceptional military record. He 
entered the Royal Engineers in 1583, and the following year was 
awarded tbe Fowke medal of the School of Military Engi- 
neering He distinguished himself in the Burmese War in 1885—86. 
For some few years Major O'Meara (then lieutenant) was employed 
on the construction of the London — Paris telephone trunk line, and 
on its completion received the thanks of the then Postmaster- 
General. In 1899 he went to South Africa and was in Kimberley 
throughout thé siege as chief staff officer, and was engaged in many 
of the fights in the early days of the war. He was Chief Intelli- 
gence Officer at Bloemfontein, and officer commanding Orange 
River Color y Provisional Mounted Police, March 13th to June 7th, 
1900. He was afterwards assistant to the Military Governor, 
Johannesburg, as acting Major until May of last year. 

Mr. E. Macgregor Duncan has resigned his position upon the staff 
of Messrs. Kennedy & Jenkin, in order to commence practice as а 
coneulting engineer. His office address is 27, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—The Council have 
made the following awards for papers read and discussed before the 
Institution during the past session:—A Telford Medal (in standard 
gold) to Mr. W. M. Mordey, and a George Stevenson Medal (ia 
standard Je to Mr. B. M. Jenkin, M.Inst C. E. ; a Watt Medal (in 
standard gold) to Mr. J. A. Е. Aspinall, M. Inst. C. E.; and Telford 
Premiums to Messrs. W. C. Copperthwaite, A. Н. Haigh, B.Sc.. and 
J. Davis, M.Inst.C.E. The Council have also awarded the Howard 
Quinquennial Prize of the Institution to Mr. R. A. Hadfield, 
M. Int t. C. E, of Sheffield, for his scientific work in investigating 
methods of treatment and new alloys of steel, and on account of the 
importance in industry of some of the new products introduced by 
him. The presentation of these awards, together with those for 
papers which have not been subject to discussion, and will be 
announced later, will take place at the inaugural meeting of next 
session. 


The Municipal Electricals Convention.—The fol- 
lowing is a list of the preliminary arrangements for the London 
Convention, July 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th, of the Incorporated Muni- 
cipal'Electrical Association :— 

Wednesday, July 2nd, Presidenta] Address, by J. H. Rider; 
“Double Current Generators and their Application," by E. T. 
Ruthven Murray; "H.T. Continuous Current Systems," by A. S. 
Barnard. 

Thursday, July 3rd, "Steam Turbines,” by S. E. Fedden; “The 
Correct Type of Engine for large Generating Stations," by A. A. 
Day. ` 

Friday, July 4tb, “Some Notes re Earthing," by Н. Faraday 
Proctor; “Two v. Three-Wire Distribution,” by J. Е. C. Snell. 

Arrangements are in hand for visits to be made to various works 
and other places of interest. It has been arranged to hold either 
the usual Annual Dinner or to substitute a Smoking Concert, as the 
majority of the members may decide. It has been thought that a 
Smoking Concert would afford a better opportunity for members to 
meet one anothcr, and especially for enabling the newer members, 
whether Councillors or Engineers, to become known to each other. 
Further details and full programme will be issued in due course, 
and to facilitate these the cards have to be filled in and returned 
not later than May 5th. 


Lectures.—On Friday night, Sir William H. Preece, 
K.C.B., F.R.S., who is this year president of the Wolverhampton 
Literary and Scientific Society, delivered his presidential address 
to the members in the Agricultural Hall, his subject being Com- 
munication to Great Distances by Means of Electricity." 

Two special courses of lectures on ' Wireless Telegraphy,“ and 
" Electric Traction" respectively, are to be delivered at the East 
Lor don Technical (College, by Mr. J. T. Morris, commencing on 
Monday next week Уве our Official Notices” to-day for 
particulars. 


Cardiff Tramways.— Yesterday, Thursday, the opening 
cercmony of the Corporation tramways took place ab Сага. 
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Municipal Trading.—In the House of Commons on 
28th ult., Mr. Kimber asked the First Lord of the Treasury whether 
he could state when he proposed to nominate the Committee on 
Municipal Trading, and in reply, Mr. Balfour said that he would be 
glad to see the Committee appointed as soon as possible, but the 
present condition of public business made it impossible to find time 
for a debated motion on the subject. 


Royal Society.—Among the papers down for reading 
yesterday were the following: The Conditions Determinative of 
Chemical Change and of Electrical Conduction in Gases, and of the 
Phenomena of Luminosity,” by Prof. H. E. Armstrong, F. R S. 
„Contributions to a Theory of the Capillary Electrometer."—I. 
The Insulation-Resistance of the Capillary Electrometer, and the 
Minimum Quantity of Electricity required to produce a Visible 
Excursion, by G. J. Burch, F.R.S. 


Appointments Vacant.—Two pupils for the Southwark 
electricity works; foreman and deputy-foremen for the Manchester 
Corporation car depót; a professor of physics and electrical engi- 
neering is required for the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute at 
500 rupees per month (rising to 800 rupees) on a five years' engage- 
ment. See our "Official Notices" to-day. 


Patent Amendment Application.—Mr. II. Crichton 
is applying for leave to amend Patent No. 580, of 1806 (Н. Н. 
Farrell), for “ Improvements in and connected with seats." 


South -Wales Electrical Power Scheme.—The cere- 
тору of laying the foundation stone of the Pontypridd power 
station was performed on Wednesday by Sir Frederick Bramwell, 
in the presence of a large and distinguished company. We shall 
refer to this important function in detail next week. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tite Tynemouth Town Council has increased the salary of Mr. 
TusNBULL, the electrical engineer, to £300 per annum. 

The Leith Corporation 1. L. Committee has appointed Mr. 
A. P. RUTHERFORD, burgh electrical engineer, in succession to 
Mr. J. Gray Scott, who reccived an appointment at Croydon. M. 
Rutherford has been employed as an assistant at the electric light- 
inv station since the undertaking was commenced. 

The Stoke Council has appointed Mr. P. J. S. TIDPEMHAN, of St. 
Annes-on-the-Sea, electrical engineer, at а salary of £250 a year. 
Mr. Tiddeman went to St. Annes from Poutypool, Wales, about 
two years ago. 

Mr. F. C. Pay, the newly-appointed engineer and manager at the 
Newton Abbot electricity works, was, before leaving Hammersmitb, 
presented with an oak case of drawing instruments from the staff 
and employés under him. 

On Thursday, April 24th, a dinner was held at the Savoy Hotel, 
Newcastle, by the junior engineers of the Newcastle Electric 
Supply Company, after which an interesting programme was very 
successfully carried out. 

Mr. J. W. DONNET, the superintendent of Pinkston Power Station, 
having been appointed resident engineer to the Trafford Power and 
Light Supply Syndicate, Trafford Park, Manchester, Mr. JAMES L. 
Grauam has been appointed tothe vacant position at Glasgow. 

On Tuesday last week an interesting ceremony took place at the 
Maidstone Corporation Electricity Works, when Mr. E. E. Hoaprrvy, 
the borough electrical engineer, was presented with a marble 
chiming clock on the occasion of his approaching marriage. Mr. 
Cann, the chief assistant, in making the presentation, spoke of the 
good feeling which existed between the staff and the chief. 

A smoking concert in aid of the funds of the Brivhton Electricity 
Works Club was held at the Unicorn Hotel, North Street, on Mon- 
day evening. Mr. G. Чоорлл, presided, in the unavoidable 
absence of Mr. Cukistiz. A capital musical presriunne was топе 
through. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Provincial Electric Construction Company, Limited (73,442). 
- This company was registered on April 15th, with a capital of £3,000 in £1 
shares, to acquire the business of a general electrician and contractor, carried 
on by Ө. F. Rimmer, at 19, Minster Buildings, Church Street, Liverpool, and to 
carry on the business of producers and suppliers of electric light, heat and 
power, constructors of cables, lines, wires, accumulators, and works, elec- 
tricians, mechanical and eleotrical engineers, metal founders and workers, 
smiths, hardwaremen, manufacturers o( rolling stock, Ac. The first sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: - К. Wiese, Holly Mount, 71, Rowson Street, 
New Brighton, merehant: T. Salveton, 12, Jermyn Street, Liverpool, ship- 
broker; C. L. G. Weise, Holly Mount, 71, Rowson Street, New Brighton, clerk : 
Mrs. А. J. Rimmer, Holly Mount, 71, Rowson Street, New Brighton; Mrs, 
M. E. I. Riminer. 30, Empress Road, Liscard: G. P, Rimmer, 20, Empress 
Road, Liscard, electrical engineer: and А. C. Montgomery, 27, Denton Drive. 
Egremont, Cheshire. No initial public issue. George F. Rimmer is the tirst 
sole managing director: qualitication of ordinary directors, £50; remuneration 
as fixed by the company. 


Cooper Patent “Anchor? Rail Joint Company, Limited 
(T3.421)1.— This company was registered on April lith, with a capital of 46,007 in 
41 shares, to carry on the busine.s of makers of rails, rail joints and parts of 
rail: and joints for railways, tramways and the like, aud materials for securing 
rail- and rail joints and part. therevf to underbeds of railways, tramways and 
the like, tronfounders, mechanical and clectrical cugincers, manulacturcrs of 
touls, implements aud machinery, wanuta turers ol rollin stocl., hardwarcimen, 
& :., and to take over the business now carried on by L, Cooper, L. Cooper, Jun., 


G. Н. Archer and W. Howard-Smith at Central Bank Chambers, Leeds. The 
first subscribers (each with one share) are :—L. Cooper, Central Bank Chambers, 
Leeds, iron merchant; L. Cooper, jun., Corn Exchange Buildings, Manchester, 
iron merchant; Mrs. A. Н. Cooper, Swanwick House, Prestbury; W. Howard- 
Smith, 20, Victoria Street, S.W., civil engineer; E. M. Griffiths, 1—3, Ludgate 
Circus, К.С, machinery merchant; L. A. Orford, 87, Fountain Street, Man- 
chester, solicitor: and G. H. Archer, Central Bank Chambers, Leeds, iron 
merchant. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less 
than two nor more than five; the first are Leonard Cooper, Leonard Cooper, 
jun, and George H. Archer; qualification, 300 ordinary shares; remuneration 
as fixed by the company. Registered office, Central Bank Chambers, Leeds. 


Electric Carriage and Storage Company, Limited (73,476). 
--This company was registered on April 18th, with a capital of £100 in £l 
shures, to carry on the business of an electric carriage and storage company in 
all its branches, to construct and deal in carriages, motor cars, vehicles, 
electric appliances, machines, lines, cables, and works, and to produce avd 
supply electricity for all purposes. The first subscribers (each with one share) 
are:--A. P. Clyne, 3, Norfolk Mansions, East Putney, S W., estate agent; 
H. Hickson, 19, Balaclava Road, S.E., clerk; W. H. Parker, 90, Fordwych Road, 
Brondesbury, secretary; J. К. Davies, 24, Delamere Street, W., clerk; 
F. Davies, 95, Finsbury Pavement, E.C., chartered accountant ; W. B. Anderson, 
169, Breakspears Road, Brockley, S.E., clerk: and V. Malpage, 70, Hilltield 
Road, West Hampstead, N.W., clerk. No initial public issue. Registered 
without urticles of association. Registered office, 65, New Broad Street, E.C. 


Rosario Electric Company, Limited (73,541).—This company 
was registered on April 24th, with a capital of 4120, 000 in 45 shares, 
(12,000 preference), to adopt an agreement with the City Safe Deposit and 
Agency Company, Limited, and to carry on in the Argentine Republic or else- 
where in South America the business of generators, producers, storers, and 
distributors of and dealers in and with electricity and electric force, users of the 
same for lighting or heating, or as a motive agent or otherwise, electric lighting 
contractors, railway and tramway contractors, promoters, financiers, engineers, 
electricians, Xc. The first subscribers (each with one preference share) are :— 
A. J. Swan, 31, Choumet Road, Peckham Rye, S. H., clerk ; S. Н. Penwarden, 13 

Comeley Bank Road, Walthamstow, clerk; A. D. Brown, 81, Brighton Road, Upper 
Clapton, N. E., shorthand writer; G. E Sanders, 51, Larkfield Road, Richmond, 
elerk ; J. W. Pollard, 120, Olinda Road, Stamford Hill, N., clerk ; Н. J. Robin- 
son, 88, Dean Strect, Oxford Street, W., clerk; H. Dixon, jun, 6, Vale Road, 
Finsbury Park, N., clerk. Minimum cash subscription, 40 per cent. of the shares 
first offered to the public. The number of directors is not to be less than 
three nor more than six; the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualifica- 
tion, £250; remuneration, £600 per annum and a share in the surplus profits 
1 per cent. dividend is paid (such share not to exceed £600 in any year) 

ivisible. 


London Electrical Syndicate, Limited (73,540).— This com- 
pany was registered on April 24th, with a capital of £2,000 in £1 shares, to 
acquire any inventions relating to improvements in galvanic cells or otherwise, 
and in particular to acquire from G. B. Pushmuller, the benefit of certain exist- 
ing inventions, and to carry on the business of electricians, mechanical 
engineers, suppliers of electricity, ќе. The first subscribers (each with one 
share, arei- A. J. McMillan, 8, Frederica Road, Chingford, secretary; G. В. 
Pusbmuller, 19, Mornington Crescent, N.W., inventor; F. Bernstein, 94, 
Hampton Hoad, Шога, merchant; Mrs. J. Pearson, Pit/our, Ilford; G. 
Pearson, Pitfour, Шота, clerk; H. R. Pearson, l'itíour, Ilford, clerk; L. R 
Pearson, P'itfour, Шога, clerk. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than two. пог more than seven. The first are G. 
Pearson and G. B. Pushinuller; qualification, ene share; remuneration as 
tixed by the company. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. | 


Smithfield Markets Electric Supply Company, Limited 
(53,9540). This company's annual return was filed on March 4th, when 12,C00 
shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £100,000 in 20.000 shares of £5 
each; £5 has been called up on each share, resulting in the receipt of £60,000, 
Mortguges and charges, 458.000. 


Westminster Engineering Company, Limited (50,677).—Par- 
ticulars of registered mortgages and charges :— 


| Dates and 


' Date of re- amounts of Nis 
Amount,  "Olutions debenture Property previously 
йе; creating issues when | chargod Trustees. issued of 
A series of more than one Sed. ji 
debentures. issue is made pea 
; in same series. £ Е 
£4,000 in August April 22nd, All the pro- None. £2,800. 
40 second 29th, 1900, 1901. ' perty of the 
debentures £200 company, pre- 
of £100 | ; sent and future i 
cach, including un- 
enlled capital. 
£06,000 in February — The undertak-; None. | — 
60 dcben-— 406, 1902. ing апа pro- | 
tures of perty of the 
4100 саси. , company, pre- 


sent and fu- 
ture, including 
uncalled capi- 
tal. 


Eastern Telegraph Company, Limited (5,338 C).—Particulars 
of registered mortgages and charges :— 


— de 2; — 1 ——— 


Dates of | 
Amount proi Amounts, Dates of Property ЫА Е 
secured. debenture issued. issues. charged. the charge. ly issued. 
stock. | 
— E N dmi. 2 | 8 up a! (oss > —— -— — 
£50,000 March 27th, £47,619 Apr.l7th, А first Certificate £1,482,268 
deben- ^ 1901. 1001. charge on issued to Te-, 
ture stock | the under- legraph Con- 


] 
і 


| taking and struction & 
| property of Mainten- 
| the com- ance Co., Ld. 


pany. 
£10,000 July lth, 410,000 July 17th, Ditto. W. H. i 
1901. 1901. Burman. . 
£14,708 Jan. 15th, 444,758 Jan. 15th, Ditto. Prudential | 
1902. 1902. Assurance 


Co., Ld., 4 

| Telegraph 

Construction 
and Main- 

| 2 tenance 

| Co., Ld. 
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THE KARLSRUHE ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


THE municipality of Karlsruhe, in Baden (Germany), has 
recently opened a new generating station, and has adopted 
the three-phase high-pressure system for the distribution of 
electricity for light and power throughout the town and 
harbour. The station is distant about three miles from the 
town, and is close to the new Rhine Harbour, for which the 
bulk of the current is required. The electrical equipment, 
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Fic. l.—MosnpaAcH CONTINUOUS CURRENT STATION. 


with which we are chiefly concerned, was entrusted to the 
Electrical Industries, Limited, Karlsruhe, represented in this 
country by Messrs. H. V. Kramer & Co., Bath. 

The ground plan and sectional elevation of the station 
are shown in fig. 4. Fig. 2 gives a general view of the 
engine room. 

The generating plant consists of three steam alternators, 
space being allowed for a fourth—each of 560-кү. capacity, 
at 4,000 volts per phase, and 50 cycles per second. Six 
boilers are provided, each having 2,600 sq. ft. heating sur- 
face, of which 600 sq. ft. are superheater 
surface. The boiler pressure is 140 ibs. 
per sq. in., and the steam is superheated to 
480° Е. Two electric pumps lift the feed 
water from a sunk well to the filters, from 
which it flows to two tanks, each of 
11,000 gallons capacity. Steam feed 
pumps supply the feed water to the 
boilers through feed-water heaters. 

The engines are of the horizontal 
tandem compound type, supplied by 
Messrs. G. Kuhn, of Stuttgart, and each 
is rated for an output of 600 H.P. 
normal, and 760 maximum at 91 revo- 
lutions per minute. 

The three-phase generators are of the 
fly - wheel type, direct coupled to the 
engine, and separately excited from 
overhung dynamos. The magnet wheel 
weighs 34 tons, and carries 66 poles, wound with rectangular 
copper tape. The variation in angular velocity is not 


alternator pit. 


greater than 0'3 per cent., and the generators consequently 
run well in parallel. The exciter is wound for about 70 


Fic. 3.—KARLSRUHE TRANSFORMER TOWER 


volts, and its armature can easily be drawn off the main 
shaft. 

The construction of the generators is specially designed to 
give free access to all parts of the winding, and the lower half 


Еа. 2.— KARLSRUHE ENGINE Room. 


of the armature winding can be easily inspected from the 
If necessary, the whole frame, after being 
G 
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fixed to the magnet wheel, can be rotated so that the lower 
half is open to inspection from the engine room floor. 

The cables from the alternators are led into a chamber 
reserved exclusively for all the high pressure apparatus, 
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Fic. 4.— KARLSRUHE ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


where plenty of space is allowed for the fixing of “live” 
parts at a safe distance from each other and from the frame- 
work. Special attention is given to the high pressure fuses, 
and each is separately enclosed on three sides in a glass and 
porcelain case to prevent the damaging effects of an arc. 
The cases are open only to the front, to allow for replace- 
ment. The general appearance of the switchboard in this 
room can be seen from fig. 5. 

The generating plant is controlled 
from the main switchboard in the engine 
room, on which no apparatus has a 
higher voltage than 120, this being also 
the pressure of supply. The transformers 
for the ammeters and voltmeters are 
placed in the high pressure chamber. 
No measuring instruments are provided 
for the exciters; their regulators are 
fixed on the generator panels. ‘To 
facilitate the paralleling of the alternators, 
the governors of the engines can be 
separately regulated by means of small 
electric motors, operated from the gene- 
rator panels; also, by means of a 
mechanical coupling, all the governors 
can be regulated together from the centre 
panel. Under running conditions, there- 
fore, the attendant has only to watch 
the centre panel—the voltmeter which 
shows the pressure at the distributing 
points being fixed on this panel — and 
need only give attention to the generator 
panels when starting or stopping one of 
the machines, 

The feeders are taken from the bus bars in the high 
pressure room, each feeder having a separate panel 
equipped with the necessary instruments, The feeder net- 
work consists of two complete ring systems, one for lighting 


and one for power, each ring feeding two distributing points. 

Two of these points are in the town, and two on the harbour 

(Rhine), and from these points branch off the high pressure 

distributing cables to the transformer stations; 40 miles of 
cables in all have been laid down. 

Coming now to the transformer plant, 
five of the transformers are under- 
ground; 44 are in towers above ground, 
36 throughout the town, and eight on 
the harbour, and 10 are in private houses. 
In all, 70 transformers are in use, vary- 
ing in output from 15 to 50 Kw. 

Fig. 3 shows one of the transformer 
towers, which are in general use. In 
the interior three switchboards are 
arranged in the form of a triangle, and 
the tower itself can be revolved, so as 
to give access to all the gear, one 
door only being necessary. This door 
opens opposite the low-pressure board, 

- and the tower can then be turned into 
the second position for the high pressure 
gear, and to the third, which allows for 
easy inspection or replacement of the 
transformer. The great advantages 
obtained by this simple arrangement 
are at once apparent, as regards both 

NE safety and convenience. The disposition 

— of the plant in the other transformer 

stations is on the same lines. 

5 A system of connecting boxes is in 

use where the low-pressure distributing 

cables cross each other, so that if a 

breakdown occurs in one of the cables, 
its effect is greatly reduced by discon- 
necting this cable, and connecting to 


| the other. 
d UA The plant has been carried out on 
202227 high-class lines throughout, and has 


been working satisfactorily since its 

opening. It is a good example of a 

modern electric lighting and power 
| station. 

Fig. 1 is taken from a photograph of a small continuous- 
current station, also fitted up by the Electrical Industries, 
Limited. It supplies the town of Mosbach, and a distinc- 
tive feature is the method of distributing the current. The 
small cables or feeders consist almost entirely of aerial wires, 
carried on poles over the tops of the houses. The figure 
shows the distributing tower and the aerial wires. The two- 
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Fic. 5.—KanrsnvuHE SWITCHBOARD. 


wire system, at 220 volts, has been adopted, in order to 
simplify the network, and to keep the cost of the generating 
plant and attendance low. 

The electrical plant consists of one 90-ку. dynamo, 
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direct coupled to a horizontal engine, an accumulator battery 
of 130 cells of 600 ampere-hours capacity, and a booster set 
of 18 kw. Fifteen arcs and 100 incandescent lamps are 
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BERLIN RAILWAY: VIADUCT ON THE HALLESCHEN UFER. 


provided for the main street lighting, the arcs working five 
in series, and controlled from the municipal buildings. 
Incandescent lamps are also arranged in conjunction with the 
arcs, 80 a8 to take their place, and are automatically switched 
in circuit by a cut-out, should one of the arcs fail from any 
cause, 


THE ‘BERLIN OVERHEAD AND UNDER- 
GROUND ELECTRIC RAILWAY. 


(Concluded from page 651.) 


In addition to the long stretch of viaduct, quite a number 
of large bridges had to be constructed in connection with the 
line. One notable bridge is the Möckern, 
which not only crosses the Landwehr Canal, 
but the roads on each side, and the Anhalt 
railways, each of which is at а different 
level. To convey the line over the goods- 
yard of the Potsdam station, two bridges 
of a length of respectively 275 ft. and 


Бо. 8.—CROSS-SECTION OF OVERHEAD STATION. 


465 ft. had to be built, these large spans 
being necessary owing to the fact that no 
supporting columns could be erected because 
of the numerous railway lines below. 

With the exception of the Eastern terminus, 
the two tracks are the same distance from 
each other in the stations as on the open 
viaducts, one side platform being provided for 
each track. Island platforms, as employed on the Berlin 
metropolitan railway, were not adopted for many reasons, 
chief among these being that the separation of the two 


cables. 


tracks would have taken up too much space in the public 
thoroughfares. The platforms are on the average 262 ft. 
long, of which about 147 ft.—the train length—is covered. 
A section through one of the overhead 
——-, stations is given in fig. 8. Entrance to 
most of the stations is afforded by a central 
staircase leading to a booking and waiting 
hall, whence side staircases lead up to each 
platform. At certain of the stations, how- 
ever, deviations from this arrangement were 
necessary. | 

For the operation of the railway direct 
current is employed, and is transmitted to 
the working and feeder conductors between 
the two tracks at 750 volts pressure. The 
ordinary rails are made use of as the return 
conductor, the rails being connected with one 
another, as also their joints, by means of 
copper bonds. The working conductors, 
which take the form of rails, are located 
at a distance 3°59 ft. from the centre of 
the tracks and, on the overhead portion, 
are located to the left of the direction of 
the running of the train. In the tunnels, 
however, they are on the right hand. The 
working conductor rails, on which the 
current - collecting shoes of the railway 
carriages slide, are on the overhead portion, 
located 7 in. higher than the top ofthe ordinary 
rails, while in the underground portion they 
are 9 in., this increase being made to bring 
about the automatic switching on and off of the electric 
lamps in the carriages as the trains enter and emerge from 
the tunnels, 

The working conductor rails have а section of 
3,600 sq. mm., and are 12 metres (39°36 ft.) long. Their 
ends are held together by fishplates and are connected by 
copper bonds. ‘They are supported on hard-rubber insu- 
lators, which in turn rest in some parts on the sleepers and 
in others on brackets attached to the central girder. To 
enable the working conductor rails on the overhead part of 
the line to be safely crossed, planks resting on cast-iron legs 
are placed at intervals of about 20 ft. In the tunnels this 
protection is not necessary, the conductor rails being at the 
side, with plenty of room between the two tracks for the 
railway employés to walk along. At the branches and 
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Bf. RI. IN RAILWAY: VIEW IN THE TUNNEL. 


crossings the feed and workire conductors have to be 
broken, the current being conve, ed under the crossings by 
In the car sheds the working conductor is fixed at 
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a height of about 13 ft. over the level of the track. Feeder tration on page 734 the building, owing to the heavy 
cables are laid parallel with the working conductor along ground rents in Berlin, consists of three storeys. The base- 
ment, in addition to the foundations for 
the engines and dynamos, contains the 
condensers and the feed and air pumps. 
On the ground floor are the steam engines 
and dynamos and the switchboards. The 
boiler flues and ash receptacles are 
located on the next storey, while the 
boilers are situated in the uppermost 
storey, a coal bunker, over both lines 
of boilers, being constructed under the 
roof. The dimensions of the boiler 
house fixed the width of the power 
station building; as the whole width 
was not required for the engines, the 
ground floor has been divided off by 
pillars, and a small intermediate floor— 
the width of the smaller portion—built 
in between, provision thus being made 
for a repair shop, offices, &c. Two 
overhead travelling cranes are available 
in the engine room ; both are electrically- 
operated, one having a lifting capacity of 
15 tons, and the ovher 20 tons. The 
smoke stack is 11} ft. diameter at the top, 


ELECTRIC TRAIN IN THE MOCKERNBRUCKE STATION. 


— ES | ee | = 
— | — | | kaad ka ea aa || cree (| ˙ w o a [| saeco a o 


parts of the line, one extending from the | | — сузне oe 
power station eastwards to the Kottbuser VVV 
Thor station, and another westwards to " — 

the Nollendorf Platz station. 

For the lighting of the stations, car 
sheds, workshops, &c., a separate copper 
wire conductor is laid along the track at 
the side of the feeder cable. While the 
current for lighting purposes is thus not 
normally taken from the working con- 
ductor, yet in case of failure of the 
lighting main, provision is made that it 
can be, and this without much delay. 
The section of the lighting conductor 
ranges from 120 down to 10 sq. mm., 
and is such, that at the farthest point 
from the power station, the pressure is 
never less than 660 volts. At the stations 
near the power plant, resistances are pro- 
vided to reduce the voltage to 660. 
In order to provide for any fluctuation in 
the voltage, owing to the switching off of 
the lamps at one station, while those at 
others are still in use, an equalising 
arrangement has been installed at the 
power station, and in connection with 
this two measuring conductors of 14 sq. 
mm. section run to the eastern terminus, 
and to the Wittenbergplatz station on the 
western section, in connection with the 
lighting conductors. 

As the line is frequently crossed by the 
State telephone wires, provision has been 
made, so that should any of these break | 
and fall, they cannot come in contact Рг.лх or Motor Truck. 
with the working conductor. 

The power station is located in the Trebbin Strasse, near апа is 262 ft. high. Тһе boilers are about 50 ft, above the 
the triangular junction. As will be seen from the illus- ground, so that the chimney has a useful height of only 
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212 ft., the lower 50 ft. being divided into rooms which are 
used as stores, lavatories, cloak rooms, &c. 

'The boilers, which were constructed by the Rather 
Rohrenkesselfabrik (Gehre), of Rath, near Dusseldorf, are of 
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BERLIN RainLwav: .ViapucT AND Masonry Work (р. 651). 


the water-tube type, which, while occupying а relatively 
small space, have a large heating surface. They are six in 
number, each having a heating surface of 230 sq. metres, and 
working at a pressure of from 150 to 165 lbs. per sq. in. 
They are equipped with superheaters by means of which a 
steam temperature of 225° С. is attained. For the feeding 
of the boilers two steam pumps are provided, each having a 
capacity of 40 cubic metres per hour. These pumps are 
located in the basement of the power station and draw the 
necessary water either from the Landwehr Canal or from a 
wrought-iron tank, filled by the waste water from the air 
and feed pumps, and the condensation water from the steam 
pipes. In order to be ready for any emergency, the steam 
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In the engine room—a plan of which is given below 
—are three vertical compound engines built by Herr A. 
Borsig, of Berlin. They have cylinders 32 in. and 50 in. 
diameter respectively by 294 in. stroke. The normal and 
maximum capacity of each engine is respectively 900 and 
1,200 H.P., running at a speed of 115 revolutions per 
minute, and with steam at an initial pressure of 135 lbs. per 
sq. in. Each engine is provided with a starting device 
driven by suitable mechanism by means of a 20-H.r. electric 
motor. "They are each directly coupled up to a Siemens and 
Halske shunt-wound dynamo, which, at a terminal pressure 
of 750 volts, has a capacity of 800 kw. All parts of the 
dynamos which need attention are located above the floor, 
so that they can be readily inspected. From the dynamos 
the current is conveyed to the switchboards by means of lead 
cables, protected by iron bands, and thence transmitted to the 
feeder cables. The main switchboard, in addition to the 
switches which connect the different dynamos and feeder 
cables with the distributing bars behind, is fitted with 
the amperage and voltage-measuring instruments. In 
connection with the feeder cables, automatic excess-current 
cut-outs are arranged, so that they are at once cut out should 
an excess of current pass, or should a short circuit occur on 
any part of the line. All the conductors are protected 
against continuous overload by means of safety fuses, located 
either behind the switchboard or in the basement below. A 
separate small switchboard—connected with the main one by 
cables—is provided for the control of the supplementary 
dynamo furnishing the current for the “ buffer” and 
lighting batteries of accumulators. The buffer battery 
has been installed with the view of meeting any unusual 
power-requirement variations; it also permits any one set of 
the engines und dynamos to be stopped, when necessary, for 
a period of about an hour. This battery, together with a 
small 20-volt one for lighting purposes, is installed under 
three of the arches of the viaduct near the power station. 

By means of the triangular junction, three services are 
maintained, viz., (1) Warsaw Bridge—Zoological Gardens; 
(2) Warsaw Bridge—Potsdamer Platz, and (3) Potsdamer 
Platz—Zoological Gardens. The traffic is so arranged, that 
at each station there isa train—in each direction—every 
five minutes. Between stations a speed of about 30 kilo- 
metres (183 miles) is attained. To maintain this service, 
20 trains, each consisting of three cars, have been provided, 
13 of which are simultaneously in use, the remaining seven 
being kept in reserve for use when repairs to any of the others 
are necessary. & train consists of a car at each end—for third- 
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BERLIN RairnLway: PLAN oF ENGINE Room. 


pipes from the boilers to the pumps, and the feed pipes from 
the latter to the boilers, huve been fitted up in duplicate. 
From the bunkers the coal is transported to the boiler room 
by means of а mechanical arrangement. 


class passengers only, and provided with accommodation for 
the drivers—with a central ordinary car for second-class 
passengers. The system of having a driving car at each 


end of the train has been adopted to save time at the ter- 
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minal stations. The end cars have seating capacity for 39 
passengers, and the central ones for 44, each vehicle having 
in addition standing room for about 30 persons. An elevation, 
partly in section, and a cross-section of the cars are shown 
on page 732. Four separate entering and emerging 
sliding doors, two on each side, are provided to each car. 
A wooden partition separates the drivers from the passengers, 
while in the ends of the cars, doors are provided to enable 
the train conductors, in case of emergency, to get from one 
end of the train to the other. Each car is lighted by means 
of 12 incandescent lumps, brackets with candles being pro- 
vided in case of any failure of the electric lighting. The 
car bodies, which are 39 ft. 1 in. long, and 7 ft. 9 in. wide, 
rest on an underframe of [ iron, both being carried on two 
four-wheel bogies. The wheel base of each -bogey is 5 ft. 


11 in., and the distance between the centre uf each pair 


24 ft. 7 in. The frame of the bogies is connected to the 
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electric motor, current for which is taken from the line. The 
brakes can also be applied by hand, while in case of accident 
the cars can be braked by short-circuiting. On each bogie 
а current collector is mounted—one on either side—the 
complete train thus having six collectors. By this means, 
notwithstanding the branches and the alteration of the 
position of the working conductor in the underground 
portion of the line, there is always at least one current 
collector in contact with the working conductor. 

The main car sheds, which have accommodation for 32 
cars, and the repair shops, are located at the Warsaw Street 
terminus. A small car house is also available at the tri- 
angular junction. For the safe working of the railway, a 
section block system of signals has been adopted throughout 
the line, except at the junction where a special system of 
block signals has been installed. A telephone line connects 
each station with the superintendent's office, the power 
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VERTICAL SECTION OF POWER STATION. 


axles through the medium of springs, while between the 
underframe of the cars and that of the bogies springs are 
also introduced, in order to increase the smooth running 
of the trains, and so add to the comfort of the 
passengers. Each car can be provided with four motors 
—two to each bogie—but primarily only three have been 
fitted. The motors are of the continuous current four-pole 
type, and are enclosed in cases which are at one end spring- 
suspended on the bogie frame and at the other supported by 
collars round the axle (page732). The capacity of the motors 
is sufficient to enable a train- speed of 52 kilometres (314 miles) 
per hour to be attained, this being the maximum permitted 
by the Bill authorising the line. The power is transmitted 
from the motors to the axles by spur-gearing. The cars are 
fitted with powerful air brakes, the brake cylinder, air tank 
and pumps being located under the vehicle bodies between 
the bogies. The air pump is driven by means of a small 


station, the two car sheds and with each of the next stations 
on the up and down lines. Intercommunication between all 
the stations is, however, available by means of a telephone 
connecting board at the power station. 

In conclusion, it may not be without interest if a little 
space is devoted to the cost of the line. This can only be 
given approximately, as the various items have not yet all 
been definitely worked out. The original estimate has been 
exceeded owing to the many changes rendered necessary even 
during the construction of the line. The increase is largely 
due to the building of the triangular junction in such a way 
that there are no crossings, and to the necessity of making 
the western section underground instead of overhead. The 
industrial boom in 1899 and 1900, not only sent up the 
cost of materials considerably, but added to the rate of 
wages, these increases accounting for no small proportion cf 
the extra cost of the railway. Finally, ere the line was com- 
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pleted, an extension of it, and an increase in the equipment 
to enable a 24-minutes’ service instead, of а 5-minutes’ 
to be maintained, especially on the western section, was 
deemed advisable and decided upon. With this object 
the rolling stock is being increased from 20 to 28 
trains, to accommodate whieh a second car shed has 
been constructed at the Warsaw Stret terminus. At the 
same time the western underground section is being 
extended, and sidings behind the Zoological Gardens station 
cstablished, while at the power station the capacity is being 
increased to 4,500 н.р, by the installation of a fourth 
engine and dynamo of 1,200 н.р. The total cost of build- 
ing and equipping the line, excluding the cost of land and 
interest, has amounted to £1,125,000, of which roundly 
£925,000 was spent on the establishment of the track and 
stations and the remainder on the power station, rolling 
stock, sionals, &c. Interest and the extensions decided 
upon bring up the cost to £1,400,000, to which has to be 
added about £350,000 for land and buildings, rebuilding 
certain private buildings, &. Although the figures given 
above are only approximate, for the reason already men- 
tioned, it may be stated that the cost of the Berlin overhead 
and underground electric railway will not exceed £240,000 
per mile, as compared with £250,000 per mile for the Paris 
electric underground railway, and £600,000 per mile in the 
case of the Central London Electric Railway. Altogether 
the line, in view of the many difficulties encountered, is a 
notable achievement in the field of electric traction, and 
reflects considerable credit on its builders, Messrs. Siemens 
and Halske, and the many capable electrical engineers 
forming the staff of that large concern. 

The bulk of the particulars given above were obtained 
from a paper published in the Journal of the German Society 
of Engineers, by Regieruugs-baumeister Langbein. For the 
photographic illustrations we are indebted to the courtesy of 
Messrs. Siemens & Halske, the builders of the railway, while 
the article was written for us by Mr. C. J. Webb, a frequent 
and valued contributor to our columns. 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


Tue results of last year's working of the 


Taunton Taunton Corporation undertaking are not quite 
Corporation во favourable as in 1900, but the temporary 
Electricity retrograde movement is not of a serious 
Accounts, character. No doubt Mr. E. B. Thornhill feels 


that he is doing well to be able to show a net 
profit of £276, when the financial reeults of earlier years are con- 
sidered. The position can be gauged by the analysis of the output 
and the general statement immediately following it:— 


Units Sales Publie Total Number of 
Year. generated, private. lighting. sold. public lamps. 
58 arcs. 
8 50-c.P. 
1898 ... 225,058 105,853 65,230 171,083 2 32-C.P. 
45 16-c.P. 
40 8-c.P. 
67 arcs. 
8 50-C.P. 
1899 ... 271,780 133,866 81,754 215,620 8 32-C.P. 
105 16-c.P. 
36 8-c.P. 
72 arcs. 
8 50-C.P. 
1900 ... 434,762 178,200 128,979 307,179 15 32-c.p, 
130 16 c.r. 
32 8-C.P. 
72 arcs. 
8 50-C.r. 
1901 ... 582,672 248,867 137,040 385,907 | 17 32-C. p. 
168 16-c.r. 
92 8-C.P. 
GENERAL STATEMENT. 
1900, 1901. Inc. 
Total capital expenditure £47,027 452,586 £4,959 
Number of units sold 307,179 385,907 78,72 
Maximum load in kilowatts ... 320 435 115 
Gross revenue 46,649 £6,926 £277 
Gross expenditure... £3,638 24,227 £589 
Gross profit n 43,011 £2,699 £312 
Average price per unit sold. 462d. 4:084. - — 50d. 


In the accounts for 1901 we have followed a slightly different 
course to that previously adopted, in that we have taken as sales 


only the profit on manufacturing and fittings account, This was 
in detail :— 


By sundry installations and rales of o 


and in incandescent lamps £842 

To cost of materials aud fittings for sundry in- 
stallations and apparatus and lamps sold ... 764 
Profit made fon e. £78 


— ин 


lae costs of 1900 therefore require to be reduced by excluding 
the special disbursements on this account, or a sum of £539, when 
the revenue account would contain an item only of £151 profit. 


RevEsNUB STATEMENT. 
1900. | 1901. 
Gross Per unit Gross. Per unit. Inc. 


69,914 4624. £26,484 403d. — 59d. 


Bale of energy .. 


Meter rents .. .. .. 184 14d. 209 13d. — 01d. 
“a of lamps and other! 
Pparatus, and work done; 496 309d. 178 11d. — 238d. 


gun ry rents received and 


pupils’ premiums. j 55 04d. 55 04d. ‘00d. 
£6,649 519d. £6,926 431d. — 88d. 


— — —— — —— eee — 


Gross revenue. 


* 


Coal has slightly increased, but is still under what it was in 1899. 
Excluding the other expenses item for the reasons above stated, 
the costs show a total increase of 03 per unit. Taking the revenue 
from sale of energy only, it is noted that the drop is large, being 
nearly ;d., so that in two years the reduction amounts to no less 
than 14d. per unit. 


Cost or PBODUCTION. 


1900. 1901. 
Gross. Perunit. Gross. Perunit. Ino, 


сы, and unloading same £1,328 l'04d. £1,787 1°*114. ＋ 07d. 
% ter, С ‘ ә Е 
5 уең, and engine | 175 14d. 263 »16d. «+ 02d. 
Salaries and wages incurred 
in generation and distribu- 544 494. 597 »37d. — 05d. 
tion, and attending street 
lamps. 
веры» 9 115 ee 
a " e ө Pati 
ЖАК s an * eet | 248 194. 265 *174. — 02d. 
renewals of street lamps. 
Works cost .. £2,295 179d. £2,912 1°81d. + 02d 
Rent, rates and taxes А . ° — 
Management pep 112 ‘09d. 131  *08d. 01d. 
aries of mana . e . 
АПЫ OM чб отм ча, +оо 
G en eral оар рано 
es, stationery an : » ; 
printing, law Орг 21 104 ‘08d. 118 084. 00d. 
insurance. 
же ро коле 
materials for installations, 539 42d. 292 18d. — 24d. 
and lamps sold. | == 
Total costs £3,638 2:84d. £4,227 268d.  — 21d. 


The profit has decrcased by £312 in the gross, and after settiny 
aside an extra £119 for financial charges by £431 in the net. Of 
the net profit, £250 has been tranferred to reserve fund, and £25 is 
carried forward. Taking into account a credit balance of #50, the 
results of the last five years are :— 


Net PROFITS. ALLOCATED. ’ 


1897 8 . E&H. To rates. 4600 
1898 wie vee 751 To renewals and 
1899 . 503 l reserve fund 1,604 
1900 . 706 „Balance m 75 
194. .. 275 | 

£2,279 | | £2,279 


The figures below deal with the year’s working only. 


PROFIT STATEMENT. 


ee 1901 

Interest on loans and overdra ft. E 19 £1,543 
Sinking fund for repayments $e x te > 6 882 
Net profit carried to reserve fund .. "C 150 250 

т E credit of general rate xx 256 — 
з РА forward "T ё% - — 25 

RES 

Gross profit iu 43,011 £2,699 
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CITY NOTES. 


The Oriental Telephone and Electric Company. 


Tux eighth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of this 
company was held on Wednesday at the Cannon Street Hotel, Sir 
Auckland Colvin, K.C.S.I, in the chair. 

In proposing the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN said that 
the net profits on the present occasion showed a very considerable 
increase over those of the preceding year, due to a great extent to 
the progress made in the electrical branch which they added to 
their telephone business some six years ago. That progress 
accounted at the same time for the increased amount of the item of 
stores in hand and in transit, for without a large and varied quantity 
of immediately available material the result shown could not have 
been obtained. That branch of their business was now well 
established, and the board looked forward with confidence to a 
further steady development. With regard to the company’s 
tclephone exchanges, they also had contributed their usual share to 
the prosperity of the undertaking, the difficulty being the finding 
of suflicient space on the existing constructions to accommodate the 
ever-increasing number of subscribers. That difficulty had been 
complicated in many places by the introduction of electric lighting 
and of clectric tramways, whose current had adversely affected the 
efficient working of their telephones. The prospect of further 
introductions of both electric lighting and electric tramways in 
places which had been so far without either, compelled the board to 
initiate steps to effectively meet the whole question. In the 
autumn of 1900 they commissioned their colleague, Mr. Grewing, 
jun., to proceed to the East to personally inquire into the actual 
conditionof the ditferent exchanges of the company, and to suggest a 
reliable and permanent remedy. That remedy, it appeared, could only 
be found in duplicating their wires and in consolidating them into 
cables, either overhead or underground, wherever practicable. In 
deliberating on this question, two further very serious questions 
presented themselves—viz., the cost of the suggested improvements, 
and the life of their present licences in India, the latter of the two 
being the most important. They therefore requested Mr. Grewing, 
being in India, to proceed to Simla to open negotiations with the 
Government for the extension of the term of their present licenses. 
Those negotiations led to a definite settlement with the Government 
of India, who examined their proposals in a fair and equitable 
spirit,and had now definitely approved them with such modifications 
as were considered necessary by it, and accepted by the Board. 
They had been materially aided in this matter by Sir Allan Arthur, 
a director of the Bengal Telephone Company, to whom their best 
thanks were due. Mr. Grewing, jun., himself, had proceeded to 
Egypt before the final conclusion of the negotiations in connection 
with the reconstructions in Cairo and Alexandria which then 
commenced, and which were mentioned in the report ; but before 
leaving India he had laid the foundation of the subsequent settle- 
ment. The item “ Directors’ Travelling Expenses” on the debit 
side of the accounts was increased to the extent of some £275 in 
connection with this journey to India and the Straits by their 
colleague, who, however, did not claim any personal expenses, 
Considering. the enormous extent of ground travelled over, the 
charge was inconsiderable, particularly as the journey was 
undertaken and carried through at the hottest time of the 
year, and in the hottest parts of India and the Far East. 
Generally speaking, their exchanges were found to be in а com- 
mendable state of efficiency, baving regard to the fact that few 
changes had been introduced in the methods of working them 
since they were originally organised. However, as already stated, 
changes had now become imperatively necessary, both on account 
of the overerowded state of the wires and the appearance of electric 
lighting and electric tramway companies. Given those improve- 
ments, the directors looked most hopefully into the future. 

Mr. Henry GRRWIxd seconded the motion, which, after a short 
discussion, was adopted. 


a 


Submarine Cables Trust, 
Tue report for the vear ended 15th ult., to be submitted at the 


meeting of the 6th inst, shows that the revenue for this period 
amounted to £24,615 and the expenses to £1,251, leaving a balance 
of £23,364, to which is added the sum of £44 brought forward, 
making an available balance of £23,408. After providing £19,725 
to meet payment of the coupons, the sum of £3,612 has been 
transferred to the redemption fund, leaving a balance of £71 to be 
carried forward. 


Kidderminster and District Electric Lighting and 
Traction Company, 


THE gross receipts for the year to December 31st, including the 
amount received from the Kidderminster and Stourport Electric 
Tramway Company for dividend on the shares held by the com- 
pany, amount to £5,181, which, added to £708 brought forward 
from last account, шаКсь 45,889. After deducting the expenses 
(including interest on loans), amounting to 4,550, there remains a 


net profit of £2,339. The directors propose that this amount 
should be applied as follows, viz.:—To dividend on cumulative 
preference shares forthe year 1901, £1,500; to be placed to depre- 
ciation fund, £100; todividend on the ordinary shares at the rate 
of 2 per cent. per annum, £613; to be carried forward to next 
account, £125. The net profits for the year in respect of the tram- 
ways amounted to £2,863, which, added to £128 brought forward 
from last account, makes a total sum available of £2,992. This 
amount has been applied as follows, viz. :—To dividend at the rate 
of 4 per cent. on 5,720 shares, £2,288; to depreciation and reserve 
fund, £500; to be carried forward to next account, £204. 


а —— — — 


Leamington and Warwick Tramways and Omnibus 
Company. 


Мн. E. Garcke presided at the ordinary meeting of this company 
held last week in London, and moved the adoption of the report 
and accounts. He explained that the majority of the shares were 
held by the British Electric Traction Company, and that company 
was fully informed of the position of this company’s affairs. The 
report and accounts were full and accurate, and required no 
explanation, and he therefore moved their adoption.  Thie was 
seconded by Mr. Purser and agreed to. <A dividend of 6 per cent. 
on the ordinary shares, carrying forward £260 to the next account, 
was approved of. | 


West Coast of America Telegraph Company. 


TuE report for 1901, to be presented at the meeting on the 
6th inst, states that the gross recelpts amounted to £32,106, 
against 430,888 in 1900, showing an increase of £1,218. The 
working expenses, £23,022, compared with £23,046 for the previous 
year, showing a decrease of £24. After providing 46, 000 for the 
interest on the 4 per cent. debentures and £800 for the interest on 
the 4 percent. income bonds, there remains a balance of £2,954, to 
which is added the sum of £588 brought forward, making a total of 
£2,872. Ok this amount £1,500 has been placed to a veneral 
reserve fund and £1,000 to & maintenance ships' reservc fund, 
leaving a baiance of £372 to be carried forward. 


ГА 


Eastern Extension Telegraph Company. 
THE report for the half-year ended December 31st last, to be 


submitted at the meeting on 7th inst, shows that the gross 


receipts amounted to £324,209, against £360,889 for the corre- 
sponding half-year of 1900. The working expenses, including 
£29,447 for maintainance of cables, absorb £120,294, against £104,604 
for the corresponding period of 1900, leaving a balance of £203,915. 
From this is deducted £7,715 for income-tax, £6,400 for interest on 
debenture stock, and £263 for donations to the London School of 
Tropical Medicine and Yangtse Flood Relief Fund, leaving as the 
net protit for the half-year £189,537. After adding £15,023 brought 
forward from the previous half-year, there is an available balance of 
£204,561. It is proposed to distribute the quarterly dividend of 
li per cent. on May 8th, making a total dividend or 5 per 
cent. It is also proposed to pay a bonus of 4s. per share, or 2 per 
cent., making a total distribution of 7 per cent. for the year 1901. 
The balance of £69,561 has been transferred to the general 
reserve fund. | 


— — — E P hs Sa es c 


Prospectuses. 


Tis week the prospectus of Messrs. Beyer, Peacock & Co. (1902), 
Limited, locomotive builders and general engineers, of Gorton, 
Mauchester, the excellence of whose work is very widely recog- 
nised and is maintaining the reputation of British made loco- 
motives and machinery in different parts of the world, has been 
before the investing public with an issue of ordinary and prefer- 
ence capital and debentures. The nominal capital is &500, OCO ‘ths 
of it being 5} per cent. preference and ths ordinary, all in £1 
shares, and there is to be £300,000 debenture stock at 4] per cent. 

The prospectus of the South Wales Electrical Power Distribution 
Company is now before the publie, offering 42,750 £10 shares for 
subscription, and it will be found in our Business pagesto-day. The 
nominal share capital is £750,000 in £10 shares, and the company 
has power to issue £250,C00 in debentures. The objects of the 
undertaking have been frequently outlined in our columns. The 
ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the power station at 
Pontypridd was performed on Wednesday. The list opens on 
Tuesday next and closes on Friday, May 9th. The contractors for the 
undertaking are:—Messrs. Willans & Robinson, Limited, for the 
engines, boilera, and general equipment of the stations; Messrs. 
Ganz & Co., for the electrical machinery ; Messrs, Callender’s Cable 
and Construction Company, Limited, for the mains; Messrs. 
Holloway Bros., for the buildings. 


— — MÀ oe 


West India and Panama Telegraph Company.— 
Dividend of 6s, per share on account of atrears of dividend on first 
preference shares. 
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Brisbane Electric Tramways Investment Company. 


THE report of this company, from November 20th, 1900, to Decem- 
ber 31st last, to be submitted at the meeting to be held on the 
8th, inst., states that: — 


The net amount in dividends received on the shares held by this company 
after deducting income-tax, was for 1901, £42,430, to this has to be added the 
amount attributable to revenue in respect of the period from November 20th to 
December 31st, 1900, 42.821, and sundry receipts £660, leaving a balance to 
cr dit of revenue account 445,912. After deducting general charges in London 
and expenditure in Brisbane, including insurance undertaken by this company 
under its contract with the Tramways Company, £3,006, there remains a net 
balance available of £42,815. The debenture stock interest from dates of 
payment of instalments has absorbed £15,916, and an interim dividend calcu- 
lated from the date of allotment has been paid on the preference shares 
amounting to £10,000. There thus remains а вип of £16,598. and the directors 
recommend that this be appropriated in the following manner: То payment of a 
halance dividend of 2s. Gd. per share on the preference shares, making up the 
full dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per unnum, carrying forward £7,523, 
The extensions which this company undertook to construct on behalf of the 
Tramways Company, are now either open to trafic or approaching completion, 
and the power station has recently been equipped with new additicnal elec- 
trical plant and boilers, thus placing the company in a position to deal with 
considerably increased tratie, 


Alliance Electrical Company. 


THE following is a copy of the directors’ report which came before 
the meeting held at the oflices in Regent Street on Monday :— 


The directors are pleased to report that the busiress of the company during 
the twelve months ending January 3ist, 1902, has resulted in a profit, which, 
after deducting directors’ fees and expenses of management, and making dne 
provision for deprecia:ion and for bad and doubtful debts, leaves, with the 
balar ee brought torward from last year, an amount available for dividends of 
£6,837 69.14. Warrants for the interest on the preference shares have been 
duly posted, and the directors propose to dec'nre a dividend of 6 per cent. on the 
ordinary shares, carrying forward a sum of 4258 5s. id. In spite of the con- 
tinuance of the war ard general depression of trade, the company's installation 
deparuments ір London, Birmingham,and Manchester have been well employed 
during the last twelve months, and several important electrical works have been 
completed. The company having becn entrused by the War Office with the 
carrying out of electrical works in connection with the fortitications on the Firth 
of Forth, the directors considered it would be a gocd opportunity to open u 
branch in Edinburgh for dealing with Scottish business. Premises were there- 
fore secured at No. 31, Prirces Screet in August last, and already satisfactery 
results have accrued, several installations are at present in hand, and numerous 
estimates for further work are being sent out. An important agency has been 
concluded with an electric carriage manufacturing company to represent their 
vehicles in England, and a deparunent has been organised at the Head Office 
for effectively dealing with this. The company hopes to place electric carriages 
on the market during the coming London season. As the majority of the 
illuminations in London in connection with the forthcoming Ccronation 
festivities will be clectric, special attention is being devoted by the staff to this, 
Alrendy numerous contincts have been secured, at remunerative rates, and the 
direc.crs anticipate a considerable revenue from tus source. The directors 
are clad to state that the prospects of the con pany for the future are very 
encouraging. The returns of orders since the accounts have been made пр are 
higher than all previous records, and, judging from the estimates being sent 
out, this satisfactory state of alfairs is likely to contnue, 


- Indo-European Telegraph Company, Limited. 


Mr. J. HERBERT Tritton (Chairman) presided on Wednesday. 


morning at the offices, 18, Old Broad Street, E.C., over the 35th 
ordinary general meeting of the above company ; and in moving the 
adoption of the report, said that those who were present at the last 
general meeting would no doubt remember that he expressed a 
strong wish on bebalf of the company tbat the reduction of the 
telegraphic rate to India could be brought about. Unfortunately, 
there were obstacles in the way at tbat time, and it appeared to be 
almost impossible to overcome them. In several quarters this 
company was held to be the stumbling-block, but this was by no 
means the case. The International Telegraphic Convention pro- 
vided tbat every interested administration shall give its consent 
before an alteration in the rates can be made. This company 
expressed without the slightest reserve its cordial concur- 
rence in the plan of the reduction when first mooted, and 
endeavoured by persistent negotiations to procure the assent 
of all parties, but this was not obtained until this year, when, 
of course, the reduction was brought into force forthwith. It 
was unnecessary to impress upon them the considerable decrease 
that might be expected iu the revenue, seeing that the rate had 
been reduced from 4s. to 2s. 6d. per word, making a reduction of 
18. 6d. per word. The Indian Government had, however, agreed 
to share in the reduction to the extent of one-third of the loss tbat 
would have to be sustained. Several reductions, of minor import- 
ance, bad been introduced over the company s system, and the rate 
for messages exchanged between this country and Australia had 
heen further reduced to 3s. per word, the standard for this traffic 
having been maintained for three years The policy of the com- 
pany was to give reductions in telegraphic rates where possible, to 
facilitate commercial enterprise, so lony as the revenue of the com- 
pany was not reduced to too narrow a margin. He informed them 
at the last general meeting that experiments for direct working 
were being made with the Wheatstone apparatus between Emden, 
in (iermany, and Teheran, the terminal station of the company’s 
route in Persia, and was glad to say that the reenlt of these experi- 
ments at the time was highly satisfactory, and consequently the 
system had now been finally introduced, and had been working for 
some months. The result had exceeded therr expectations, inasmuch 
as the delay between London and Teheran had been reduced 
by at least a third, and this io the face of increased traffic 
brought about by the reductions in the rate of Australia and 
India. They hoped to introduce the Wheatstone apparatus 
between London and Emden, or, better still, London and 
Berlin, thus having the one system from eud to end of the 
line, and by this means they anticipated a further reduction in 
the time of transit over the company's system, and a consequent 


greater carrying capacity of the wires. The Marconi system of wire- 
less telegraphy had, according to what they read in the public press, 
rival systems to contend with, while presumably it was not itself 
fully matured. The future might have in store surprises for wireless 
systems should they be multiplied, but the speed, ве‹гесу, and 
certainty of land wires and ocean cables did not appear to be 
tbreatened at present. The Inter-Departmental Committee on 
Cable Communications issued an interim report in August last, and 
had within the past few days issued their final report. The con- 
clusions therein arrived at were generally favourable to the telegraph 
companies, and recognised the value of the services they had 
rendered to the Empire and Commerce. They did not recommend 
further redu tions of tariffs, though they were in favour, under 
certain circumstances, of a system of deferred rates. Turning to 
the financial position of the company, the gross receipts showed a 
slight increase over last year, which was to be accounted-for toa 
great extent by the satisfactory increase in the traffic with South 
Russia. The debit for maintenance was this year only £23,185 
Os. Gd., instead of £38,527 6s. 6d. last year, and similar amounts in 
previous years, the reason being that there had been no need to 
make any appropriation for writing down the value of the lines of 
the company by the amount which he had repeatedly explained, 
had been included under the head “ maintenance and charges." 


They would see that the word "charges" was omitted this year. 


The amount carried out of revenue account into profit and loss 
was consequently £89,181 12s. 8d., as against last year £73,284 5з. 5d, 
They had no doubt noticed, in the profit and loss account, tbat. an 
amount. of £33,992 13s. 11d. had been paid to their partners in the 
joint purse, on acceunt of an alteration in the outpayment made to 
the German (loverument by this company, and an explanation of 
this out payment was necessary. They must go back to the year 
1877—8, when this company formed a joint purse with the Eastern 
Company in the Indo-European Telegraph Department; the out- 
payment to Germany was notified to their partners as being 250 fr. 
tor every 20 words. However, the German Government did not 
favcur this form of payment, because if, after the establisbment of 
the joint purse, the bulk of the traflic passed over the Eastern Com- 
pany’s cables, the amount under this 20-word payment that would be 
Jaid to her would be corsiderably reduced, and it was therefore 
arranged that Germany should receive a percentage of the receipts 
of tbe company from the joint purse, and their accountant at that 
time worked out this percentage so that the amount paid to the 
Germ*n Government should be the tame as she would have received 
under the word payment. The German Government, in accepting 
this arrangement, reserved to itself the right to revert back to the 
original word pay ment. Under these circumstances, the accc uutant 
seemed to have been under the impression that this was a private 
arrangement, and did not concern their partners, more particularly 
as at first it was adverse to the company, and he did not make out 
the joint purse accounts in the corresponding form. Eventually, 
as the traflic increased, their actual “paid out" became lers 
than that accounted for in the joint purse accounts. Nobody 
seemed to have discovered the discrepancy until the year 
1901, when the matter was brought to their attention by the 
gartnere, aud the board after giving the matter their full considera- 
tion, decided that the only course to pursue was to pay into the 
joint purse the balance that had thus accumulated. Seeing thatthe 
company had had a prosperous year, they thought it better to wipe 
out this sum at onco, instead of spreading it over two or three years. 
They had, therefore, charged this amount of £33,992 13s. 11d. to 
protit and loss account, and the amount that remained over was 
naturally considerably diminished. The usual dividend and bonus 
absorbed £31,875, and the directors proposed to add £5,000 to the 
reserve, and carry forward £14,497 16s. 1d. to next year. The 
shareholders were, no doubt, anxious to hear whether he had any 
news to impart with reference to the renewal of the German con- 
cession, and he was bappy to say that the managing director had 
just returned from Berlin, having concluded terms with the 
Imperial German Telegraph Department for the prolongation of the 
concession for 20 years from 1904, the document, now signed, only 
awaited the approval of the Imperial German (‘bancellor, and this 
they expected to receive during the course of a week or во. Share- 
holders were aware that the Russian and Persian concessions had 
been similarly renewed. 

In reply to a question, the CHAIRMAN said they could not hope 
to see ап immediate improvement in the telegraphic messages 
between tbis country and the East, and the conditions were not the 
same a3 between England and the Colonies. They must be content 
with small gradual success. 

The report. was adopted. 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway. 


Tar seventh half-yearly general meeting of the proprietors of this 
company was held on Thursday of last week at the Westminster 
Palace Hotel, Mr. Theodore J. Hare (Chairman) in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN Faid there were now about 1,300 proprietors on 
the register of the company. Ia moving the adoption of the report, 
he said tbey had only spent t54,142 on capital account during the 
past half-year, as pending the completion of the negotiations fur the 
transfer of the contracts, the directors had not considered it desirable 
or prudent to spend more money than was absolutely necessary. 
The difficult work of driviog the tuunels through the water bearing 
strata noder the River Thames was now successfully completed, one 
tunnel having been carried as far аз Waterloo Station, and the 
other not very far off from that station. It was now possible to 
descend at Waterloo Station and travel through the tunnel to 
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Oxford Circus, and come up to the ground again at that station. On 
March 7th last, an agreement was sealed with the Metropolitan 
District Electric Traction Company, Limited, to carry on the con- 
struction of the works, the contract sum to be paid in cash to the 
extent of the company's cash assets, and the balance in shares 
and debentures. The Metropolitan District Electric Traction 
Company, Limited, had now been absorbed by a company called the 
Underground Electric Railways Company of London, with a capital 
of £5,000,000, formed for the purpose ofielectrifying the District 
Railway, and constructing several of the tube railways in London, 
the Baker Street and Waterloo Company amongst tbe number. 
Messrs. Speyer Brothers, of London, in conjunction with Messrs. 
Speyer & Co., of New York, and the Old Colony Trust Company, of 
Boston, financial firms of the bighest standing, were finding the 
whole of the capital of the Underground Electric Railways Company 
of London, and the necessary capital for the construction of the Baker 
Street and other tube railways. The shareholders were to be 
congratulated that the contract for the construction of the line 
would be carried out by & company of such high standing, 
the successful completion of the undertaking being thereby 
absolutely secured. The following works had been restarted. The 
driving of the western tunnel on the south side of the river 
was being pushed on in the direction of Waterloo, and the 
eastern running tunnel was being continued from Waterloo south- 
wards. The Regent Street western tunnel, which had been stopped 
near Vigo Street, was being continued in a northerly direction. The 
driving of the east station tunnel at Oxford Circus would be com- 
menced immediately the shield now in courte of erection was 
finished, which would be in the course of a few days. Preparations 
were being made for starting the second station tunnel under the 
Embankment, where the company could get an interchange of 
traffic with the District Railway. It was expected tbat the line, 
at any rate as betwcen the Elepbant and Castle and Baker Street, 
would be completed in two years’ time. A further agreement had 
been entered into with the new contractors by which they had taken 
over the liability for the payment of interest during construction, 
including arrears as from December 1st, 1900. Warrants for interest 
up to December 31st last would te issued on the 15th prox. The 
company's Bill, the object of which was explained at the Wharn- 
cliffe meeting on February 26th Jast, had been read a second time 
in the House of Lords, and it would shortly come before a Com- 
mittee of the House. "The several Bills which were being promoted 
in the present session and affected the company, were being care- 
fully watched by the directors, and all possible steps would be taken 
to protect the interests of the shareholders. Mr. Arthur Willie. 
who had just joined the board, was nominated by the Traction 
Company, and was a gentleman of long railway experience. 

Sir ALGERNON WEST seconded the motion, and the report was 
unanimously adopted. 


Blackheath and Greenwich District Electric Light 
Company. 


THE following is the report which the directors submitted for 
adoption at the meeting of the company on Tuesday, at Cannon 
Street Hotel :— 


The directors herewith submit to the sharebolders the balance-sheet and 
accounts for the year ended December 81st, 1901. The revenue account shows 
a credit balance of £2,150 4s. 8d., which with the balance brought forward 
£73 0з. 10d., tbe amount received for interest on money on deposit £107 
8s. dd. and the profit on the sale (less legal expenses) £8,817 Is. 5d., 
makes & total of £5,647 9s. 10d. After payment of debenture stock interest 
£3,952 15s. 1d., there remains a credit balance of £1,694 14s. 9d., which 
ihe directors recommend should be carried forward. The business of 
the company shows continuous and steady progress. On December 81st, 1900, 
the lamps connected were equivalent to 14,478 of 8.c.P. On December last the 
lamps connected were equivalent to 29,449 of 8-с р. The number of consumers 
increased during the same period from 332 to 746. A satisfactory feature of the 
business is that a considerable demand for power has arisen, thus providing the 
company with & day load. The directors look forward with confidence to a 
considerable development in this direction. To meet present and prospective 
requirements it was deemed desirable to increase the capacity of the plant at 
the generating station, and orders were placed accordingly. The directors 
have every reason to believe that the consumers both for power and light are 
well satisfied with the supply, as extension orders are continually being 
received. In June last the Borough Council of Woolwich served the company 
with notice, requiring the sale to them of the Eltham portion of the company's 
undertaking situate within the snid borough. Protracted negotiation ensued, 
with the result that the purchase price was mutually agreed at the sum of 
£5,600, to include capital expenditore within that area estimated at 42, lu 0. 
Bir John A. Willox, M.P., retires from the board by rotation, and being eligible 
offers himself for re-election. Messrs. Chalmers, Wade & Co., the auditors of 
the company, offer themselves for re-election. 


Sir J. A. Wirrox, M.P., presided at the meeting, and in moving 
the adoption of the above report, he said that the business showed 
continuous and steady progress. When the company began to 
supply in February, 1900, the number of consumers was 132, and 
the lamps connected were equivalent to 5,957 8-c.p. At the close 
of that year the consumers had increased to 342, and the lamps to 
14,473. In the next year, 1901, the consumers had grown to 745, 


and the lamps to 29,449. Thus during the past year both con- 


sumers and the lamps have been more than doubled. This may 
fairly be regarded as satisfactory progress. It will be considered 
all the more satisfactory when it is stated that the progress still 
continues, Since January Ist last 104 new applications had been 
received and accepted for 4,100 8-c.P. lamps, which was far in 
excess of the figures of the corresponding period of last year. 
Several large installations were also being negotiated, and all the 
signs were of a hopeful character. The financial results also showed 
a distinct improvement. In the first year there was a small balance 
to credit of £73, but it must be borne in mind that this result was 
helped by the penalties recovered from the contractors for delay in 
completing the generating station. Without any such outside aid, 
the revenue account now showed a credit balance of £2,150. The 
total from current receipts for the year were £7,449, Of course, 


- 


this was a comparatively small figure, but a large proportion of the 
consumers only began their supply late in the year, and the com- 
pany had not, therefore, the advantage of their trade for any length 
of time. At present the business was decidedly better. During the 
first quarter of the present year the receipts from current amounted 
to £3,680, as compared with £1,880 in the same quarter of last year. 
The works cost also showed a favourable contrast, as the ratio 
diminished with the increase in the volume of business One 


- gratifying feature was the extension of the company's business 


in the supply of energy for manufacturing purposes. Manufacturers 
were finding it profitable to take power from the generating station, 
instead of sitting up special plant of their own. It was also 
profitable to this con pany, because it kept the plant employed in 
the daytime and summer, when there was little demand for light. 
Numerous factories were springing up round the station, and there 
was every reason to anticipate that the company would find good 
customers among them. То provide for the immediate future they 
bad enlarged the plaut at the generating station, and the capacity 
of the plant was now adequate for all the probable requirements for 
a considerable time. As to the small change in the area of upply. 
the Woolwich Corporation gave notice to acquire the Eltham area 
over which the company had obtained power of supply. The 
company had done very little work in that district, because the 
l was sparse and the prospects of а lucrative 

usiness were not very roseate. They were not sorry to part with 
Eltham, and a fairly satisfactory settlement was amicably arranged 
with the Corporation of Woolwich. They paid the company for 
their whole expenditure on mains, &c., and also a sum of £3,500 as a 
compensation for disturbance. These amounts had been properly 
allocated in the balance-sheet. The capital account had been 
reduced by the amount received under that head, and only the 
balance bad been treated as an available asset They had also 
arranged with the Woolwich Corporation to continue to supply 
the consumers of Eltham with light, so that they still retained the 
business until the Corporation should find it convenient to provide 
a supply of their own, which would probably be a considerable time. 
The profit on the trading, and the sum obtained from the Woolwich 
Corporation, had enabled the company to cover the whole interest 
on the debenture stcck, and to end the year with a credit balance 
of £1,760. The question the directors had to consider was how to 
dispose of that bs lance. They might have applied it in part to 
depreciation, but as the generating station of the company had been 
at work less than two yeare, that did not seem to be an urgent 
necessity ; or they might bave applied it in part to the reduction of 
preliminary expenses. That item would certainly have to be dealt 
with, but upon full consideration, the directors deemed it judicious 
not to appropriate the money at all, but to hold it in hand. There 
was good reason to hope that the next balance sheet, owing to the 
increase of business, and the consequent reduction of working 
charges, would show a favourable result, and the position would be 
further improved by the substantial amount now carried forward. 

Мг. H. W. BowpEN (managing director) seconded the motion, 
which was adopted. 

The retiring director and auditors were re-elected, and the meet- 
ing closed with the usual vote of thanks. 


Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company. 


Tue directors’ report for the half-year ending December 31st, 1901, 
to be presented at the meeting to be held on May 7th, reads as 
follows:— 


The directors beg to submit, duly audited, the balance-sheet and accounts for 
the half-year ended December 31st last. The total receipts for the six months 
were £11,363 9s. 7d., while the expenses amounted to £6,894 бв. 4d., leaving a 
balance of £6,029 4s. 3d., to which bas to be add d £4,761 Рэ. 1d. brought 
forward from last account, giving a total of £10,790 6s. 4d. to be dealt with. The 
traffic receipts show an increase of £266 48. 1(d. as compared with the corre- 
sponding period of 1900. The dividend on the preference shares wlll absorb 

3,000, and leave £7,790 6s. 4d., out of which the directors recommend the pay- 
ment of a dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares, 
free of income-tax, the balance, £4,590 6s. 4d., being carried forward to the 
current half-year. The broken Cape Cruz—Santiago s ction of the Man- 
zanillo—-Santiago cable referred to in last report was repaired on March81st by the 
ss. Newington under the superintendence of Mr. Keith, and the directors have 
pleasure in reporting that the whole of the cables are now in good working 
order. The company's claim against the United States Government for re- 
imbursement of the cost of repairing the cables cut ding the Spanish- 
American War bas not yet been settled, but the Bill in respect of the same ів 
now pending in the House of Representatives, and it js hoped that it will be 
satisfactorily dealt with during the current session. With regard to tbe claim 
for payment of the subsidy of £2,000 per annum in respect of the coast cables, 
now in arrear since January, 1899, no reply bas been received from the United 
States Government, but, in view of the change in the Government of Cuba, 
which has now been fixed for the 20th inst., the directors will take tbe earliest 
opportunity of pres: ing upon the local authorities the company's claim for pay- 
mentof its subsidy in accordance with its concession. 


Elmore's German and Austro-Hungarian Metal 
Company. 


Tut eleventh annual report, presumably intended to be presented 
at а meeting of thareholders, the date and place of which are not 
stated on the report which газ reached us, reads thus :—“ The 
directors beg to submit herewith the accounts of this company, and 
those of the ‘ Metall’ Company, for the year ending December 
31st, 1901. There is but little alteration in the accounts of this 
company, compared with those for the year 1£00. The loan from 
bankers was reduced from £5,000 to £3,000 (now £2,500), and, as 
will be seen from the profit and loss account, there has been a 
reduction in the directors’ fees and office salaries and rent, printing, 
“с. Patent charges are bigher, owing to the biennial working of 
the Austro-Hungarian patents. The dividend declared at the last. 
general meeting was duly paid to the preference shareholders and 
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the ordinary shareholders. With regard to the Metall’ Company, 
the directors regret that, owing to the drop in the price of copper 
at the end of last year, a heavy loss was incurred whereby all the 
profit made was swept away and a loss made in addition. The 
result is extremely unsatisfactory, for a considerable saving bad 
been effected in the cost of production, and, notwithstanding the 
great depression in trade in Germany, the company not only main- 
tained its sales, but actually showed an increase. The copper 
market was extremely difficult to understand, and to either purchase 
or sell more than the actual requirements was a source of danger. 
The whole of the company’s stock of copper bas been written down 
to the low price which existed on December 31st last, since when 
the price of the metal has considerably increased. There have been 
increases in all the charges to profit and loss, none of which the 
directors could avoid. The factory was inspected by the directors 
on 15th ult, and was found to be in good condition, up-to-date, 
апа working admirably. The trade in Germany would appear to 
be increasing, for the company is in receipt of orders largely in 
excess of any previous period. The directors bave pleasure in 
stating that the Government has again given the company practi- 
cally the sole contract for the next three years. This contract has 
been given after a trial of eight years of the company's products, 
and the decision of the Government implies satisfaction both with 
the goods and their delivery. The directors regret that their efforts 
to carry out the conversion of the debenture stock last year were 
ineffectual owing to the financial crisis in Germany, and the 
stringency of money in England. They had, therefore, no alter- 
native but to a*k the debenture-holders to extend the period of 
redemption to July Ist, 1904, and, at the tame time, to permit of 
an increase in the amount from £75,000 to £100,000. <A debenture 
stockholder (Mr. Walker) opposed the paseing of the resolutions by 
the debenture-bolders, and, immediately after their passing, issued 
a writ against the company, and a notice of motion asking for an 
injunction, which Mr. Justice Buckley refused. Mr. Walker 


appealed against this decision, and the Appeal Court, consisting of . 


Lords Justice Vaughan-Williams, Romer and Cozens-Hardy, unani- 
mously upheld Mr. Justice Buckley's decision. The directors in 
February last made an issue of stock, but in view of the litigation 
then proceeding and Mr. Walker's circular, such issue did not result 
in a large amount being applied for. Owing to the lower price of 
copper, the finances of the company are not at the moment press- 
ing, and as the construction of the railway line into the factory 
has been deferred, the directors do not anticipate any financial 
difficulties. The retiring director on this occasion, Mr. Jobn 
MacFarlan, being eligible, offers bimself for re-election. The 
auditors, Messrs. Cooper Brothers & Co., aleo offer themselves for 
re-election.” | 

The auditors’ report reads as follows :— 

In accordance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 1900, we certify that 
all our requirements as auditors have been complied with, and wo repcrt to the 
shareholders tbat we have audited the balance-st eet and profit and loss account 
(income and expenditure account), Nothing has been written off patents 


account since December 81st, 1897. The accounts of the business in Germany 
are kept there. We have seen а press copy of the balance-sheet of Elinore'8 


. Metall Actien Gesellechaft, December 81st, 1901, as certified by two local 


auditors. We are informed tbat, in addition to the remuneration cbarged in 
this company's pon: and lors account, three of the directors have received from 
Elmore's Metall Actien Gesellschaft the sum of £62 10s. each by way of com- 
mission on loans raised on their guarantee for the benefit of the Metall“ 
Company, and that the managing director has received from the “Metall” 
Company remuneration as Vorstand of that company. Subject to there 
remarks, in our opinion such balance-sheet is properly drawn up во as to exhibit 
а true and correct view of the state of the company's affairs as shown by the 
books of the company. 


COOPER BROTHERS & СО., 


Chartered Accountants, | Auditors, 
London, April 25th, 1902. 


Urban Electric Supply Company. 


THE fourth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of tbis 
company was held on Thursday of last week at Broad Sanctuary 
Chambers, 8. W., Mr. Francis E. Gripper presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN said that this was the first meeting since the issue 
of the capital. The company was formed for the purpose of under- 
taking electric lighting and tramway concessions in a number of 
ес towns, and the work which had to be done during the 

t three years of their existence was to obtain the Parliamentary 
powers authorising them to carry out tbe various undertakings 
which they had in view. This work of necessity occupied a very 
considerable time, involving the consents of the local authorities 
concerned which were generally obtained only after protracted 
negotiations as to terms and conditions. They had obtained their 
provisional orders at a very reasonable cost, and upon terms which 
would prove satisfactory to the company. The value of such provi- 
sional orders increased from year to year as they became more 
difficult to obtain. Having obtained the necessary Parliamentary 
powers, the Me issue was made in June last, and the whole of 
the capital offered was subscribed for. A contract was entered into 
with Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, and substantial pro- 
gress had been made towards the completion of works in different 
towns. At Hawick, which was the most important manufacturing 
town in the south of Scotland, the works were nearly completed, 
and bad been supplying electricity for several months to a few im- 
portant consumers for whom thoy arranged to run machinery in a 
temporary manner before the works were nearly finished. The 
company had already received applications for a large number of 
lights, and the prospects were very promising both for lighting and 
motive power. At Stamford, which was the only town in which 
the works had actually been completed and opened, they had 
nearly 4,000 lamps already connected or applied for. That was a 
very important example of the progress which had been made in 


the general use of electricity. Only a very few years ago it took 
three years to get 4,000 lights connected to the mains of a similar 
supply company in a country town three times as large as Stamford. 
Now they got them connected in six months, showing that the 
public had been educated up to the use of electricity as a necessity 
—not as a luxury. At Twickenham, which was one of their most 
important undertakings, the works were well toward completion, 
and they hoped to be «ble to supply current in June in time for the 
Coronation illuminations, for which they bad some large applica- 
tions in that district. They expected to supply several of the 
neighbouring places fiom their ick>nham station, negotiations 
being in progress with Teddington, Isleworth and Hounslow. The 
works at Weybridge were almost completed, and would be open 
within the next few weeks, and they had already received inquiries 
for nearly 3 000 lights. At Godalmiug, the works would be ready 
for opening in a few wecks. A contract had becn secured for 
lighting all the public lamps in the district, and a larve 
demand was expected from the Charter House Schoc la. At 
Dartmouth, works were being pushed forward upon a site which 
had been obtained from the Admiralty who had entered into a 
contract with them for the supply to the New Naval College, for 
which they required a very large number of lights. A contract had 
also been secured for the public lighting of the town. In Cornwall 


they had concessions for lighting both Camborne and Redruth, two 


of the most important towns in the county, and they also had a 
concession for an electric tramway about 4 miles long tetween the 
two towns. The power station was rapidly ргосгевьіор, the work 
of laying the tramway had just been started, a.d they expected to 
commence supply during the summer. The district was the most 
important mining district in Coruwall, ard they expected this to te 
one of their largest undertakings. At Glossop they had also 
concessions for both lighting and tramways, and the work there 
was about to be commenced. Considerable difficulty had arisen in 
obtaining a suitable site, but this bad now been overcome and 
nothing prevented the work being puthed on ard completed. 
Works at Grantham and Newton Abbot were also abcut to be com- 
тепсей, suitable sites having been obtaired. These facte showed 
that the work of the ccmpany was being most actively pushed on, 
and he hoped next year to present them with satisfactory results of 
the working of these undertakings. The accounts this year were 
not, of course, very elaborate. The balance sheet showed that only 
£1 per share had been called up, amountitg to £64,000, but a large 
number of shareholders had elected to pay up in full upon aliot- 
ment, with the result that £41,376 had been received on this 
account, making a total received of £104,687. +5037 had been 
spent in purchase of land; £28,369 bad been paid to contractors on 
account of works in progress; the cost of provisional orders was 
£14,448; the preliminary expenses of forming the company жеге 
£1,163. Then, under debtors, they had £40,631— loans and deposits, 
&c., to contractors. The larger portion of this amount represented 
money which they had lying idle at the time, and which was lent 
to Edmundson's Electricity Corporation at interest, but which had 
now either become due to them or would shortly become due to 
them under their contracts for works. Then there was an item cf 
£7,696 for deposits with the Board of Trade, «с, which were statu- 
tory deposits during the construction of works, and which would be 
rcleased as the works were completed. The profit and loss account 
this year was, of course, very brief, as they had not yet commenced 
supply operations. Under their agreement with Edmundsons, who 
had undertaken to work all their stations for a term of years, a 
dividend of 5 per cent. was guarantecd upon the share capital, and 
this dividend was duly paid on October lst last, and again on 
April ist. A further call of £1 per share was made on March 15th, 
and the remaining calls were now likely to be made at intervals of 
three months, and an application would shortly be made to the 
Stock Exchange for an official quotation of the shares. 

Mr. Wm. Pace seconded the adoption of the report, and this was 
unanimously adopted. 

The two retiring directors having been re-elected, the proceedings 
terminated. 


British Insulated Wire Company. 


THE sixth annual meeting was held at Prescot on Wednesday last 
week. Mr. E. К. Muspratt presided. 

In moving the adoption of the report of which an abstract has 
appeared in the ELECTRICAL Review, the CHAIRMAN stated that 
from certain causes the business of the company in the autumn had 
considerably declined, but as the directors had made epecial efforte, 
large orders had since becn secured, and work was being well main- 
tained. A considerable sum had been devoted to the acquisition of 
two concessions in Australia for electric lighting and traction. The 
directors bad aimed at securing markets fur their goods. These 
enterprises had not, up to the present, reached a profit-yielding 
point, but the directors regarded them as very valuable, and had no 
doubt they would soon yield handsome returns. Since the issue of 
the report, the negotiations which bad been in progress for amalga- 
mation with the Telegraph Construction Con pauy, of Helsby, had 
been carried through, and the amalgamation completed. The 
Helsby Company was a profitable one, and the amalgamation would 
have the effect of doing away with competition, and of enabling 
the British Insulated Wire Company to tender for electrical instal- 
lations fully instead of, as they had donc in the past, for the cable 
portions only. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. S. Z. рь FERRANTI. 

An amendment of the report was suggested by Mr. Frrn. SMITH, 
affecting a proposed compensation to retiring directors, and was 
agreed to. The report was then adopted. : 

Messrs. Chalmers, Wade & Co. were re-appointed auditors. 
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British Columbia Electric Railway Company. 


AN extraordinary meeting of this company, held last усеш passed 
the following resolutions :— 


(1) Generally approving the recommendations contained in the chairman's 


report, dated February last ; (2) authorising the directors to create and »ssue, in 


addition to the existing £250,000 of 44 per cent. first mortgage debentures, 
further debentures to the nominal amount of £220,000; and (3) making certain 
alterations in the articles of association. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be quoted in the Official List: Brisbane 
Electric Tramways Invest ment Company, Ltd - £400,000 44 percent. 
first debenture stock redeemable), in lieu of the provisional 
certificates now qucted. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—'The receipts for the week ending April 
25th were £710; corresponding week last year, £7:7: decrease, £17, Total 
to date, £10 647; corre ponding period last year, 49,310; increase, £1,337. 
Miles of track open, 103. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
April 26th were £268; оо nding week last year, £317; decrease, 
£59. Tota) receipts to ‘date, 43, 889: ee period last year, £3,590 ; 
increase, 4299. 


Bristol Tramways end Carriage Company.— The receipts for the week ending 
April 25th were £4,241; corresponding period last year, 21,613, dcorease, 


British Electric Traction Ccmpany.— Tbe following returns sre issued of the 
undertakings of this compsny for the week ending April 18th :— 


com. parison 


i | Aggregate. 
with corres- N % 


! Amount ponding week — Toek uf кызы 
Company. | 

pany | £ of last year. weeks. Amount. Ine. or Deo. 
227 = z 
| „ DE 

Devonport* .. | 409 zu de 15) 5.989 =. los 
Dudley- Stourbridge | 698 | 148 — | 154 | 10,054 1907 — 
Gateshead? .. | 667 —- — 151 ' 9,791 — | = 
Greenock-Pt. > 551 | 341 — | 15} | 6,068 3.999 — 
Hartlepool .. озб 58 — 171 | 2,947 204 |. — 
Kidderminster ч 110 18 | — | 54 1,517 154 — 
Merthyr: 150 — 109, 151 , 293 E 994 
Middleton’ „ MT — — 31 1.016 o Nx 
Oldham- Arhton 485 47 — 153 | 1,16 | 29 — 
Poole; .. oe . 255 59 — 154 3,114 2 — 
Potteries " o0 10416 10 | — 15 21,121 | B29 — 
Southport .. 226 91 — 15 2,403 | 025 == 
South Staffordshire! 71736 62 | m 15 11,220 1.02 — 
Swansea s 409 19 — 153 6,348 615 — 
Taunton* : 56 | 123 39 — — 
Tynemoutht .. 205 11 — 15 3,041 159 — 
Wolverhampton Dist, ' 112 97 | — 134 2,040 ; 1,818 — 


| 


4 Partly steam. t Ccmparison from April 
* Comparison from March 18th only. 


* Not in operation last year. 
5th only. 


Central London Railway.— The receipts for the week ending April 26th were 
£6,857; oorresponding week last year, £6,6:2; increase, £245. Total 
receipte to date, £112,809; 
crease, £8,213. Miles open, 6. 


City and fouth London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
April 27th were £2,993; corresponding week last year, £1,648; increase, 
21.140. Total receipts to date (17 weeks), £50,537 ; corresponding period last 
year, £33,974; increase, £16,563. Miles open, 6}; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. — The receipts for the week ending April 
26th were £198 9s. Id.; corresponding week last year, £z 703 48. 10d. ; de- 
crease, £4 15s. 9d. Total to dace, £3,C04 18s. Bad.: corresponding period 
last year, £2,871 5s 54d.: increase. £133 128. 10d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 6,160; 1901, 5 „g. Number of cars. 1902, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Com раву .—The receipte for the week ending April 
25th were as follows:—D. | £8,723 188. 10d. ; D. B. D. Co. 4*02 6s. ба. ; 
total, £4,526 5s. 4d.: corresponding werk last year— P. U. . Co., 4: 3.618 
58. 7d.; D. fl. D. Co., £956 15s. 11d. : total, £4,470 18. 6d.; increase, £56 Зе, 104.; 
aggregate to date, £67,932 7s. за.; last year, £64, 495 Bs, 10d.; increase, 
£3,417 Zs. Od. Mileage worked, 46. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway. — The receipts for the week ending April 
27th were £1,308; corresponding week last year, £1,591; decreare. 4193. 
Total to date 423,839; corresponding period last усаг, £25,919 ; 


decrease, 
2,00. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


| Wednesday Evening. 
WiTH a Stock Exchange holiday dividirgthe week, and the most con- 
tradictury rumours aflont as to the coming of peace, the investment 
markets hardly hope to be busy, while the fact tbat a ninetcen-day 
eccount is now dragving its way along provides another reason for 
quietude. There ie, however, a fair amount of trade going on, and 
once more does the supply of Electrical Debentures fall short of 


corresponding period last year, £104,596; in- 


the demand. Railway descriptions are almost unchanged, and the 
telegraph department presents but few outstanding features. 

Metropolitan Electrics are a good market, and the price has rieen 
to £16 buyers. Asmall speculative account ie being built up in 
the shares, evidenced by the increasing number which are being 
carried-over at each settlement. We have heard a good déal of 
bullish talk as to Metropclitans being safe for 25, but although they 
did attain tbis figure once before, the possibility of their doing so 
now seems unlikely. If the Marylebone negotations (upon which 
the present rise is based) should be concluded as satisfactorily as 
some are hoping, Metropolitans might jump to 20, and that 
quotation secms to be a fair maximum of their utmost value. With 
reference to the Coronation illuminations, so far as can be seen at 
present, the gas companies will benefit more than the electric light- 
ing, at all events in the City. South London shares, after their 
recent spurt, hang about 3, from which price they seem кшш 
to budge. 

A number of buying orders for Brush Electrical bas mii the 
price of the stares to 1,',; bid, while the Preference are also better. 
The buying is of the sort usually described aß knowing. Electric 
Сот structions have found supporters after the un warranted weak- 
ness which overtook the shares, but the prices show hardly any 
quotable change. The British Iusulated Wire Company is offering 
more Preference and Debenture capital at par to its shareholders, 
and there can be little risk in taking it up, despite the dividend 
reductions on the Ordinary shares during the last two years. At 
pretent, the en ist irg British Insulated Preference are quoted at 5; 
for the £5 share. 

New issues are etruggling to get ont before next June. Of the 
South Wales Power Distribution Company we gave full details a 
fortnight ayo, and the underwriting has now been completed. 
Those who assisted iu this part of the company's financing 
received first-class tickets and hotel accommodation for the lay - 
ing of the foundation stone at Cardiff. The full prospectus is 
now out. Another newcomer shortly to be presented is the Derby 
and Ashbourne Light Railway Company, with its thirteen-miles 
re ute, and there are several big “power " undertakings in the North 
of England whose bow to the publie may be expected very shortly 
if the South Wales issue skould prove a success. 


Central London stccks continue very steady, and are all more 
easily sold than bought at the middle, prices. Investors wko are 
considering Twopenny Tubes as a chafnel for their money should 
bear in mind that, although the dividend on the Ordinary and 
Deferred is only limited by the profits which the company can 
make, a tafe 4 per cent. from the Preferred stock is probably bat er 
worth havirg. Competition by the electrified District must, of 
course, be taken into account, and with the Central London working 
at its full capacity, there does not seem much prospect of an 
advance in the Ordinary dividend. District stock keeps about 33, 
unaffected by Mr. Perks's pathetic statements before Lord Windsor's 
Committee, and Metropolitan Consolidated has eased off to 78 upon 
the generally tagging tendency of the Home Railway market. City 


and South London is up to 70 upon the satisfactory character of 


tbe traflies. 

So much is being heard of the cctopus grasp of Mr. Pierpont 
Morgan that one is inclircd to aek where all the money can come 
from to finance the oceanic and other schemes. Under the circum- 
stances, it is not altogether surprising їо hear of quietly persistent 
selling in British Electric Tractions, considering who it was thst 
guarantced the last emission of shares. With а dullish market, the 
disposal of these Britieh Electrics is somewhat uphill work, but the 
price of the Ordinary keeps about 14. 


In the telegraph list, there is more tone than business. Easterns 
have been down at 122 since our last notes were written, but the 
stock has sharply recovered. The Anglo-American group displays a 
firm tendency on the revival of business in the Yankee market, but 
already the prophets foresee no dividend om Anglo "A" for the 
current year. In the Submarine Cables Trust report, the principal 
feature is the omission of any reference to Signor Marconi. The 
net revenue for the past year amounted to £23,364. A little better 
showing for 1901 is made by the West Coast of America Telegraph 
Company, reccipts being higher, and expenees lower than in 1900. 


National Telephone issues remain dull. What strength there is 
left in them is noticeable in the Debenture descriptions. The 4 per 
cent. stock is 1043, and the 33 per cent. Debenture about 95. It is 
worth pointing out that this latter stock is secured by a trust deed 
on the entire undertaking and prcperty of the National Telephone 
Company; that it is irredeemable except in the event of the 
Government acquiring the undertaking, and if this last ћаррес-, it 
becomes redeemable at 103 per cent. on 6 months’ notice being 
given. Those who argue that to all intents and purposes the acqui- 
sition has already taken place, should find this stock яйсга tbem 
considerable attraction, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Issue, TAME. 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. sve ove - 
000 | Amason Telegraph Oo. в shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... - 


119,7002 pean осо Ге. кыды) ee T 
. 804,720 | Anglo-American Telegraph ... ° pee - - 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6 V Pref - - 5% 
S D00 Chili Telephone, N € to rion eee [11 [IJ 
06. 44, eee eee eee eee 
18, 888, 9003 Commercial Oable $100 
1,741,0292 Do. до. Bterling 500 year 4 Ф Deb. Stock Red. Stock 
16,000 Cuba Telegraph eee eee 699 eee eee 10 
12001 Do. 10 Ф Pref. 009 vee eee . 000 8 18 
Direct Spanish өстар eee [11] [I1] eee 
6,000 Do. f do. 10 Oum. Pret. eov eee eee 5 
80,0007 Do. do. 44 Debs. eee 009 еее 2 
60,7104 Direct United States Cable 


— West India Cable, 4 * „Век выт) ie 


ö Ord. Stock - - oon 
Btock 


34 

Do. 4% ort Deb. Stock Hed. s. s. Stock 
300,000 | Hastern Extension, 33 and Ohina Telegraph ... 
ed M ES 
300,0007 Nos. 1 to 9,000, red. 1909 /| 100 


200, De. 4% t. Debs. Ае Bub.) 1—8,000 | 25 

180,927 Globe Telegra and eee өөө eoe eee Il) 10 

180,042 Do. do. 6 Ф Pref. ove coe eee 10 one 
150,000 | Great 10 15 Ф 


within Nos. 1 to 1,200, Red. 


17,000 Telegraph eee TI) eee coe coe 36 — 40. 37% 

1 Brasilian 6 % Debs. see IT) 100 100 — 104 eee ee 
72,680 | Montevideo таео Limi Nos. 1 to 72,680... 1 i— sis sói 
86.499 Do. do. 5 Y Pret., Noa. 1 to 96,493 | 1 I— 1 P 

983,333 | National ое Pref. Stock vis vis eee | 100 95 — 99 961 | 96 

200,000 Pref. shares Ыш. daw, Wed 33— 38 | ... 

1,966,667 De Def. Stock , 100 56 — 57 
Do. 6 Oum. let Pref. [II] eee eoe 10 12 — 14 eee 
15,000 Do. 6 Oum. 2nd Pref. eee oe 00 10 12 — 14 eee 
250,000 Do. 5 PY Non-cum. 3rd Pret., 1 to 250,000 5 4— 54 515] Б 
2,000,000! Do. 34 Deb. Stock Red. eee eee Stock 93 — 96 944 

171,504 | Oriental bone and Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid H-— 1 

100,0007| Pacific and European TeL, 4 Y Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... | 100 99 —102 & - 
11,839 Reuter’s... өөө ooo eec өөө » vee өөө 8 64— à ees eee 

3,303 Bubmarine Cables Trust oo 606 eee eee eee 119 —125 T) ove 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone - "T 5 4$— 5} n s 
40,006 Do. 5 % Cum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 5 44— 5 - oe 

179,9472 Do. 5 Ф Debs. eee eee ooe Stock 102 —105 eo 000 

165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 % Debs...  .. 100 99 —101 | .. | .. 
80,006 West Ооа = America, Nos. 1—30,000 and 53 001.—88, 008 2% — uL LII) 

150,0007 Do. 4 % Debs, 1—1,500 by Bras. Bub. Tel. | 100 99 —102 ose - 

207,980 | Western Telegraph Lied., Nos. 1— 207,990 ... ©» „| 10 114 — 194 19,, 114 
75, Do 5 Debs. 2nd series, 1906 000 100 102 —105 909 еее 

348,777: Do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red. -— coe | 100 99 —102 s. 
88,321 West India and Panama ph eee LJ eee eee 10 i— 1 eee see 

4,009 Do. do. do. 6 Ф Oum. 2nd Pref.... | 10 34— 44 | | D 
80.0001 Do. do. do. 5 X Debs., Nos. 1 to 1.800 | 100 100 103 - 
ELECTRICITY ы-ы! COMPANIES. 
Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... - ә. | ats 1— ¢ 1— з | se 
Do. 44% ist Deb. Bock, Prov. Оена, 100 „ 100 ma 100 —104 Tg x 
Brompton & Kensington lec. Bup. op [| 10 ө 5 8 9 — 9 9 — 9$ eee 
Charing Oross 4 Btrand існу d. “|$ 9%/19% 10% 5 95 
an oe eee 10 — 10 9 = 10 9 
do do. Саш. Pref. 5 0 eee 5 кт pras 5 
ч до, ta Sa 4% Deb. Stock Red. ar 6% | sig P Eu 105 —107 1064 | 106 
000 Ohelsea Electricity Bupp У, ee eee eon eee 4 pm 5 51— 53 54 53 
Deb. Stock Red. eee Stock 069 60 eee 110 —113 110 —113 
Обу of London Electric Lighting, 40,001—110,579... | 10 | 4 0 Ф 5% | 8 — 9 8— 9 
Do 6% Oum. ta 40,000 . 10 | 6 6 e. | 12 — 18 12 — 13 12 
Do. 5 J Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) all paid | ...| .. |... . [123—128 [123 —198 
Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 | .. | .. . |103 —106 [103 —106 


Oounty of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. |, Ord. 1—20,000 10 T. 4 45 8 — 9 8 — 9 
Do. do. do. 6% , 40,001—60,000 | 10 6 ту ш А 
Do. 44 % Deb. Stock, Prov. Oerts (all paid) Rd. ... | ... | ... 980 . |107 —110 107 —110 1093 | 1083 


Edmundson's Oorp., Ord. Shares eee eee өөө b 6 % 7 % 64 — 62 64 — E 
Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. eee eee 900 eoe е 6 oe € 5#— 63xd 6 
10, A 1 12 10 0 — 1 10 — 11 - T" 
do. do. 4 * Deb.  Btock Stock eee ves eee 101 —104 101 —104 eee 000 
London Electric Bupply aie Limited, Orc. 8| .. T is 11— 12 14— 13 o " 
8 do. do. 6% Pref. 5 eee eon eee 43 =< 43 44— 43 eee soe 
M do. 1 do, 4% e500 Db. Stock Rd. kiy 5% e% ` i% 15 —100 95 — 100 eos ee 
3 Blectric у, 10 2 eee eos 6 5 — 16 151 — 164 1 15; 
Do. Mortgage Debenture Stock 111 —115 |111 —115 Жш ы 


52 42 ee 
11—19 11 — 12 
* Subjer i to Founders Shares, тоон са Liyarponi ирок Exchangs, 
t! Unless etherwis (fed АП shares are fully paid. warrants, profite be rg used м capital, 
pride Ja marked | aro for a year consisting of Ee part of Gas cael one Me Gat pent Gi нүен ны m 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. | - 
— LEE - МАМ, ze dis „ | Quotetin | "quoti |’ weak ended" 
Share. yu April Ard. April 80th, | April 8th; 1903. 
s { | 1899. | 1900. 1001. : * 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 9 Cum. Prei. e €] LO] «„ | 4-— 53 4— 55 y 
300,000% Do. do. 5 Int Mort. Deb. Stock Bed. eee Stock e 00% < еее 68 — 92 86 — 90 xd eve TII 
62,074 | British Electric Traction sus ks iss iui a 10| 8 7 С 9% * | 135 — 144 | 134 — 144 14| 1'd 
90,000 Do. do. Cum. Pref aso owe 46] „ .. |19j— 123 121— 122 | 198 | 124 
600,000: Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Stock ... Stock —. |124 —127 |124 —127 126 | 125% 
70,000 | British Insulated Wire са ТА dus ies is b 90 * 15 v 10%; 8— 9 8 — 9xd| 85| .. 
70,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. eee eee ee 5 ees ee 51— 6 54 — 5i III 
50,000 JBrowett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. as s.. ‚| £1 8 % . | 138. to J5s. | 138. to 15s. - 
50,000 |T 6 % Cum. Pref. ... е РЕ) Ж 16% to 17/0 | 16/6 to 17/0 9 
105, 731 | Brush Elecl. Enging., ‘Ord., 1 to 105,731 А 2| 54% 5 Nil i— 1 i— 1 11, R 
150, 000 Do. do. Non-cum. 6 95 Pref. ... esq ‘ 2| 6% 6 8%] 14— 1 11— 2 A Gs 
195, 0607 Do. do. 4% % Perp. Deb. Stock coe .. [Stock] ... eos * |101 —104 101 —104 bs see 
125, ‘0002 Do. do. 44%P 2nd Deb. Btock „ |Btock| ... дт 97 —100 97 —100 ius "T 
30, 000 | Callender's Cable Oonstrastion Баве. Nos. 1—30,000  ... 5 | 15 %| 15 $ 17 — 18 17 — 18 aa сөз 
40,000 Ро. do. 5 95 Cum. Pref. T "it 5| .. m 54— 6 54— 6 ivi XE 
90, 0007 Do. do. 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Red .. |Btock| ... 5 111 —115 111 —115 T sai 
1, 969, 800 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock see Vae .. |Stock| ... i 4 95103 —106 |103 —106 105} | 1044 
440, 100 Do. do. 4% Pref. Stock .. ove . |Stock| ... ч 4 103 —106 103 —106 1053 i99 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. s.. .. |Stock| ... к 4 7100 —103 |100 —103 100 us 
855,000 City and South London Railway  ... sis Vis Stock 17%] 1196| 2 %| 65 — 68 69 — 71 704 | 674 
54,000 керки ль ‚ Nos. 31 1 Rag ires pees 3| 71% 8% 3— 34 3 — 3% "m ses 
Ў 5 Y 1st Mort. i . 1 to о 
99, 261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lgt., “ A” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 5| 6 212, T i— 8 i— 8 24 = 
17, 139 Do. do, do. “A” Shares, 01—017,139 5| 6 * c 2— 3 2— 3 = ez 
$44, 0237 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Btock Red e . 178 — 83 78 — 83 РА P 
100, 0007 Do. do, 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. SUPREMI: 100 | .. is . | 82 — 87 82 — 87 is 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... ds 216% 6% : 11— 12 11— 12 14, 
31,390 Do. do. : Cum. Pref., 1 to. 31, 390... S1 ae A . 24— 3: 24— 3 28 
182,5001] Do. do. Perp. 18 Mort. Deb. Stock Stock ae . | 97 —101 97 —101 92 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 % Cum. Pref. ... 10{ aa 805 х 92— 10} 92— 10} E 
150,000 Do. do. 4 % Mort. Deb. coe Stock ies T 98 —101 98 — 101 is 
35,000 Henley's (W. т.) Telegraph Works, Ord. ous sa 5 | 15 20 Y 20 %| 17 — 18 17 — 18 TM 
85,000 Do. do. 44 Y Pref. ... à 5| 44%) 44% š 54— 6 54— 6 5i 
50,0007 Do. 40 do. 44 Mort. Deb: Btock.. Stock T *. 111 —115 111 —115 ise — 
50,000 | India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works ». | 10| 10 95| 10 . | 21 — 22 21 — 22 218 | za 
800, ,0001 Do. do. do. 4 95 1st Mort. Deb... es» | 100 КРА — эз 99 —102 99 —102 бе - 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... - - » | 10 | 34%) 32%) 14%] 44-— 5 43— 5 Ws Ки 
10,000 |f Do. до. Pref., £10 paid...  ..| 10| 5 ове (40 = Ab OR 1 s i 
7, 500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to aon * ed a3 Cu T —- ill 164 | 154—164 vi oe 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 95 Cum. Pref. . ove ie] X Ж errr 69% 19/0 to 20/0 | . s 
37,350 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance ... — | 12 | 15 174% 20 % 34 — 37 34 — 37 361 
150, 0007 Do. 4 95 Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 ee | 100 15 eg 102 —105 103 —106 T 
25,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... 5 | 12 12% 104— 114 | 104— 114 
20,000 Do. do. 5 95 Om. Ри. Nos. 1 to 20,000.. 5 5)— 6 54— 6 
540, Е Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock on - 91 — 94 93 


! Ovotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


Consolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance, -b. 
National Electric Wiring, 2—1. 


* From Bimingbem &bare Lies. $ From Manchester Share List. 


‚ | 200 | E * 3 %| 91 — 94 


t Unless otherwise stated all ve! are fully paid. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Oldham, Ashton, and 3 Electric 159 Pai 4 


§ From Bradford Share List. 


„ Ord., 144—15. 
pà.), "108—106. 


Bopk rate of discount 3 per cent. (February 6th, 1902). 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, April 30th. 


This week. | Last week. Ino. or Deo. 


в Acid, H ee ө рет owt. Ü е 5J- ee 
8 n luis T oe per ow. sj. 29J- өө 
а [1] Oxalio өө ee per owt. 82/- B3J- [EJ 
: 55 Bulphurio .. ee ee per ct. 6/6 6 ee 
anie Mar ee per owt. 89/- l- e 
а Ammoni uriate (crystal) .. per ton ABB 10 £88 10 eo 
в ' per ton £80 480 oe 
в Bleach powder ee per ton 8 41 T 
а Bisulphide of Carbon . T per ton 416 615 А 
азо 5l өө ee e oo Pe eu aay S е9 
а 028016 ec ee ee per * i [> eo 
а oe (Юу... ee ee per gal. 6, 5/6 ee 
а Bulpbate ee „ per ton 490 420 ee 
а Nitrate eo ee per ton £94 494 oe 
8 y Pte Bugar .. ee per on £81 — i T 
а oe e oe per an 10 an ee 
: Napbiba Bolte 4(90% (1890). ber 201. 908 n a 
№ ven a в per ° ee 
в . . per ч ва, ва. es 
@ „ Oaustie per ton 4% 894 ee 
ви ° ee per ton £85 4296 А 
a Bh ee рег сиё] 195/. 125, 
a Bulphate of “Magnesia .. per ton &4 18 84 10 А 
а Bulphur, Bublimed Flowers . per ton £6 5 46 5 ee 
а " оо ec ee pet bade ay a “Р oo 
0 ee өө ee per ee 
а Bodi, Caustiotwhite 90 X) .. perton | 410 15 £10 16 n 
в w ee өө eo per ton 48 48 oo 
а chromate, casks . per ib Nd. Nd. . 
METALS. &o. 
b Aluminium Ingote, in ton lots per ton £148 6148 T 
b „ Wire, in ton lote per ton & 2394 T 
b ; in ton lots per ton 191 ee 
p Babbitt's metal ingots. .. рег ton | £76 to 4125 | £75 vo £195 
e Brass 1 to 19") basis per 5 paa, 8 
в e eo per L Ф a 
6 „ „ (5008 drawn) .. por lb та. id. 
в Oe һе, Ld e ger ib 7d. 7d. 
в Ооррег Tubes (piased) ee per tb dad d. 
в (8012 drawn) .. per ib, 9d. К E 
e Copper Bars (beet selected) .. per ton £69 £11 £2 dec. 


METALS, &. (continued.) 


Sheet oe 
German Bilver Wire 
Gutta-pe T 
Indis-rubber, Para шә 
Iron, Charcoa! Shee ° 
Fort (Cleveland warr warrants) . 


^ ваар рату ee, e 


н Wire, galvanised No. 6 
| Lead, English Ingot 


pu——— 11 RASS CS 


Bheet ee ee 
Е 1 Wire No. 98 .. 
4 Mice (Ш (in original cases), small .. 


d 5 99 


: pede 
Phosphor T alata ыр 


strip & sheet 


{ — Bronse Wire to desc'p'n 
e 
ne^ in bars 


+a Ho 


4 м 
wise Nos. 1 to `16 
p White Anti- frietion 


ti - 

" White Ant” brand T 
j Yarns, 2/180 Grey Coen, ов ри 
„ боа. Рах .. 
j Soly ie Ibs, Russian 
j »  10'bs. Russian, sing) 
{ 180 tbs. доге rove. 
Zine, Bb^. (Vielle Montagne bod.) 


ton £69 zn 
per ton £69 £71 
per ton £68 A08 
per ton £75 £75 
per ор 268 £68 
per Ib. 8d. 8d. 
per lb. 8- 37 
per lb. . 6j- 
per Ib. 1/6 1/6 
per lb. a 
per Ib. | 8/14 to 8/2 | 8/14 to 8/2 
per ton 518 £18 
per ton 48/6 48/7 
per ton 11 | From 411 
per ton 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 60/- 
ее e 77 
per ton £12 | £19 2 6} 
perton| 41810 £18 10 
per Ib. 8j- 8j- 
per bot.. £8 16 £8 15 
per Ib, | Bd. to 9d. | 84, vo 9d. 
per lb. 1/990 29/9 | 1/9 to 9/9 
per lb. to 9/8 | 8/3 to ыр 
рет 1% 11 о is 114d. ous 

T в * n 
рет ib. doom 1/2 Nom 172 
per os. 441 44 1 
per lb. 104. to 1/- 10d. to 17 
per rom 415 to 440 
„ nito 

per Ib. 6 1/6 
per lb. 1/1 17 
per ton 485 to 495 | 495 to 235 
per lb Jå. 
per Ib а. 
per ib а. 
per lb. d. 
рет ton #1088 | £1026 
der tan £22 10 99 10 


This week.] Last week. Ino. or Dec 


£1 dec. 
£3 dec. 


fè 0 G. Boor & Co. 
b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd. 
e Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Sons. 
|: Messrs. F. Wiggins & Sons. 
e Messrs, Frederick Smith & Co. 


f India-Rubber, G 
Quotations 


J 


а Messrs. 5 ames & Shakspeare. [Co., 
h Messrs. w i 0 
supplied by i Messrs. Bolling & Lowe 
Messrs. Walter H. Hindley & Co. 


-Р. and Teleg. ee 


Quotations 
supplied by 


т Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., 


The Phosphor Bronse Company, 


n Messrs. P. Ormiston & Sons. 


к Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
t Messrs. Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd: 


Ltd. 


Lid 


6 
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CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 
C.—TYNEMOUTH EXTENSION. 


SUMMARY. 


Extent, of Contract.—Supply, delivery, and erection of a motor- 
balancer as specified. | 

.Duty of Motor- Balancer.—To be capable of dealing with an out- 
of-balance current of 50 amperes in the middle wire of a 440-volt 
three-wire direct current network. | 

Туре of Machine.—Two separate direct current machines mounted 
on combined bedplates to run at a speed not exceeding 800 revolu- 
tions per minute. 

Maximum Length.—Not to exceed 7 ft. 6 in. | 
" Maximum Overload.—20 per cent. for periods not exceeding two 

ours. 

Permissible Temperature Riss.— After six hours’ full load with 50 
amperes flowing, the temperature rise above surrounding atmo- 
sphere shall not exceed 65° F. 

. Period of Maintenance.—One year from date of delivery. 

Effi^iency.—At full and half loads to be stated. 

‘Terms of Payment.—90 per cent. one month after trials on site 
have been completed, 10 per cent. six months later. 

Arbitration Proposal.—Bee commenta. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.—May 5th, 1902. 


This specification has been prepared by Mr. C. Turnbull, the 
electrical engineer to the Corporation. 

Tbe technical requirements are, on the whole, clearly stated. It 

is stipulated that while slight modifications from the specification 
may be made, a higher speed machine will not be considered. 
. A.regulating resistance with not less than 25 stops is to be 
arranged in the field circuit of both machines. The insulation 
resistance is to be not less than one megohm for the field circuit 
and $ megohm for the armature circuit. 

Details as to the performance of the machine under varying con- 
ditions are to be given in the tender. 

Referring to the general conditions, the terms of payment are 
acceptable, and the only clause which requires examination is the one, 
dealing with arbitration. This is on the whole acceptable, though 
it reserves some matters for the sole decision of the engineer. In 
this case the only stated exception is'the character of the testa ; but 
on principle we hold that all matters respecting a contract upon 
which differences of opinion may arise ought to be as a last resource 
decided by an independent party, and not by one of the persons 
directly interested in the dispute. 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


ORDINARY MEETING HELD APRIL llTH, 1902. 
Рвоғ. S. P. Тномрвом, President, in the chair. 


Dr. R. A. LEHFELDT exhibited an ELECTRIC HEATER." The 
apparatus consisted of a vacuum-jacketed glass tube containing water 
which was boiled by passing an electric current through a platinum 
spiral immersed in the liquid. Тар water is preferable to dis- 
tilled water, because the small electrolytic action in the former case 
causes tbe boiling to proceed quietly. Different temperatures can 
be obtained by using other liquids. 

Mr. WArso gave a list of liquids which be had found suitable for 
boiling electrically. Не had used this method of obtaining a steady 
temperature in an apparatus for comparing thermometers. 


Mr. Grant exhibited and described “AN APPARATUS FOR 
VAPOUR-PRESSURE MEASUREMENTS.” 


Mr. J. T. Morris showed an experiment illustrating the use of 
catbode rays in alternate current work. The usual form of Braun 
tube was used, the rays falling upon a luminescent screen aud 
forming a blue spot. А solenoid conveying an alternating current 
was placed near the tube. The varying magnetic field caused the 
spot to oscillate about its mean pósition. To determine the maxi- 
mum value of the current a switch should be arranged to rapidly 
replace the alternating current by acontinuousone. The continueus 
current should then be adjusted until the maximum excursion of 
the spot is the same as before, and the value of the current read off 
from an ammeter in the circuit. For accurate work the frequency 
of the discharge from the induction coil exciting the tube should be 


adjusted until it is almost exactly in synchronism with the alter- 


nating current. The unsteadiness of the spot of light in the zero 
position limits the accuracy of the measurements. Mr. Morris has 
tried to reduce the vibration by using an earthed aluminium 
diaphragm instead of a glass one. 


Ma. Morris also showed an experiment “On THE GROWTH OF 

- ELECTRIC CURRENTS IN AN INDUCTIVE CIRCUIT.” 

An E. M. F. of 0:8 volt was applied to a coil wound on a ring- 
shaped laminated iron core. When the current had attained its 
steady value the E.M F. was reversed, aud the variations of the 
current strength shown by an ammeter. About 20 seconds we-e 
required for the current to attain its maximum value in the opposite 
direction. А secondary coil was also wound upon the same core, 
and the effect produced upon the growing current by the closing of 


this secondary circuit was shown. Mr. Morris has determined 
curves of growth for different currents, and he explainéd how 
similar curves could be used to determine experimentally the 
hysteresis loss in transformers. 

Mr. GLAZzEBROOEH drew attention to the fact that this method has 
been applied with some slight modifications to the determination of 
the hysteresis loss in some 3,000-н.р. transformers. i 

Mr. Crort showed some apparatus and devices useful in teaching. 
An apparatus for producing and demonstrating the properties- of 
three-phase currents was exhibited and described. The flatness of 
a piece of plate glass can be tested with a scribing block. The 
point is adjusted to touch the glass in one position. By breathing 
on the glass and moving the block about it is easily seen if the 
point leaves the surface. > | 

Mr. J. M. Bags said that the method could not be applied to 
steel. To test the flatness of a piece of steel he had made use of a 
small table with four legs placed upon the surface. One leg of the 
table was adjustable, and was made part of a circuit containing a 
microphone. Ifthe ends of the four legs are placed in one plane, it 
is easy to test flatness by observing when the adjustable leg leaves 
the surface. The amount of the irregularity of the surface can be 
measured by having a micrometer attached to the movable leg. 

The Society then adjourned until April 25th. 


THE L. C. C. AND TUBE RAILWAY BILLS. 


A COMPREHENSIVE and important report relating to the attitude of 
the London County Council towards the underground railway Bills 
of the present session has just been presented by the Parliamentary 
Committee. Atter summarising some of the recommendations of 
the Joint Committee of Parliament of last year, the report refers te 
the recent decision of the Earl of Morley, Lord Chairman of Com- 
mittees, to omit from the Bille the clauses inserted by some of the 
promoters—apparently as a consequence of Paragraph 20 of the 
recommendations of the Joint Committee—proposing to authorise 
the County Council to aid in the construction of the lines. The 
decision of Lord Morley was due to the fact that it would not be in 
accordance with the practice of Parliament to allow such powers to 
be sought in the Bills without the general question having been 
considered by Parliament in the ordinary way. This decision bas 
been accepted by the Parliamentary Committee in so far as it affects 
the Bills of the present session, but the matter will be carefully con- 
sidered with a view to the Council being advised whether, and if 
во, what action should be taken in the future. As to the question 
of direct control and supervision of all projects, as suggested in 
Paragraph 19 of the recommendations of the Joint Committe», the 
report states that the President of the Board of Trade had been 
asked to receive a deputation, as it appeared to the Committee that 
it was necessary for something to be done in that direction in 
order to secure that the present schemes should be considered by a 
tribunal which would not labour underthe many difficulties which will 
be experienced by any Select Committee, and which tribunal would 
have ample time and expert knowledge to deal with the proposals 
in a uniform and comprehensive manner. The Committee were, 
bowever, informed that no legislation on the question could be pro- 
mised by the Government this session, and they therefore found 
themselves with no choice other tvan to consider each scheme as an 
ordinary railway Bill, and it only remained for them to afford any 
assistance in their power to the Select Committee in dealing with 
the Bills in the usual way. 

The report proceeds to remark tbat the Bills have been considered 
from the many points of view in which they may affect the interests 
ot London, particularly the manner in which the railways would 
meet the requirements of the public and assist in the development 
of I«adon; their bearing upon the housing question, and the con- 
veyance of persons of the labouring classes. It appeared quite 
clear to the Committee that all the schemes would not receive the 
sanction of Parliament, and, in the first place, they regarded the 
Bills from the point. of view of the routes to be traversed, and after- 
wards directed attention to their financial proposals. This 
enabled the Committee to determine as to which of the schemes, in 
their opinion, it was desirable should be sanctioned by Parliament, 
and which of them were altogether undesirable, and in dis- 
criminating between the various proposals their conclasions are 
divided into four classes, namely— (1) schemes which, subject to 
certain conditions, should not be objected to by the Council; 
(2) schemes which, subject to certain conditions and to the 
attention of the Select Committee being drawn to the finan- 
cial proposals, should not be objected to; (3) schemes 
which, subject to certain conditions, might be considered 
satisfactory except for their financial proposals, but which, on 
that account require to be strenuously opposed; and (4) schemes 
woich on general grounds are unsatisfactory, and consequently 
should be opposed for the most part in foto. Before deciding as to 
amendments and modifications particular to the individual schemes 
tbe Committee arrived at the following conclusions, which are to 
be taken as conditions which should be more or less applicable to all 
the proposals before Parliament, and which are for the greater part 
peculiar to tube railway schemes :— 


SUGGESTED GENERAL CONDITIONS, 


That confluent junctions should not be allowed. 

ha’, as tarag possible, stations should not be constructed in such positions 
as would result in the discharge of passengeis into very crowded thoroughtai1es. 

') hat а model workmen's train clause, in a form which we have settled, should 
be inserted in the Bills. The effect of this clause will be to require workmen's 
tickets to be issued at all stations available by all trains, timed to arrive up to 
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8 a.m., at fares not exceeding 1d. for the single journey and 2d. return, the return 
tickets being available by any train starting the same day from any station 
within the distance covered by the ticket. In cases where twoor more schemes 
are to be worked in connection with one another this clause should apply to 
such schemes taken together as if they were one line. 

That in no case Bhould there be any interference with or damage done to any 
of the Council's parks and open spaces. 

That unless promoters have witbin 18 months from the passing of the Act 
conferring statutory powers upon them substantially commenced to carry out 
their undertaking and have completed and opened their undertaking for the use 
of the public within the period presoribed by such Act, their power shall cease 
to be exercisable except as to so much of the undertaking as shall then have 
been completed, unless the time allowed be prolonged by tbe special direction 
of the Board of Trade, the exercise of tbe powers with regard to the works com- 
pleted being left to the decision of the Board of Trade. 

That all tannels should be properly ventilated. 

That adequate accommodation for tbe public with respect to entrances to and 
exits from stations, booking offices, waiting rooms, &c., should be provided, 
and that the Council should be empowered to decide as to whether such accom- 
modation &dequately meets the requirements of the public. 

That a system of electric lighting in tunnels should be provided by the com- 

in such a manner as to enable lights to be turned on from any signal box 
in the event of an accident or stoppage of trains occurring in the tunnel, so 
that passengers would be enabled to see to walk to the nearest station, the 
current supplying these lights not being liable to be cut off inthe event of any 
accident to the main supply of ourrent for electrical traction. я 

That а footpath shouid be 1 along the tunnels between the metals so 
that, in the event of any accident or stoppage of trains, passengers could walk 
in safety to the nearest station. 

That the use of any inflammable materials in the construction of cables, 
platforms, carriages, and other things in or about the tunnels and stations 
should be avoided as far as possible. 

That, if practicable, some automatic arrangement should be provided so as to 
render it impossible, in the event of & train being stopped between two stations, 
for the following traín to run into it. 

That the fact of Parliamentary powers being given to the promoters of a tube 
railway scheme should not prejudice the Council's interests when seeking 
powers at any future time to construct tramways or shallow tramways along the 
same routes. 

That tbe Council's approval to the design of all buildings, structures and 
о pror osea under the Bills and fronting upon public roads or streets should 

required. 

That buildings used partly as stations and partly as domestic buildings should 
be in accordance with the provisions of the London Buildiug Acts relating to 
domestic buildings. 

That where it was proposed to break up the public way to carry out works, 
mov:ng machinery should be screened from view and the disflgurement of the 
locality by the erection of unsightly hoardings should be prevented. 

That where any proposed railway would intersect lands in London likely to 
be developed by the formation of streets thereon, the company should be 
required to make bridges of sufficient width and headway or such otber pro- 
vi- ions as would admit of new streets on either side of such railway being 
constructed. 

That the promoters should undertake to facilitate the construction of inter- 
change stations with tube railways existing, or proposed, or to be hereafter 
proposed and constructed, and through booking on the lines with which oppor- 
tunities for inteichange are afforded. 

Thatthe Council should have control over the subways tc be constructed 
under the Bills for the use of the public. 


The questions of subsidence and vibration which arise in connec- 
tion with the Bills, have also received careful consideration. After 
referring to the report of Lord Rayleigh’s Committee and the dis- 
cussion in the House of Lords on the subject, the Committee 
remark that they do not think the Council should endeavour to 
obtain the insertion of any clauses in the Bills which would hamper 
promoters, and place difficulties in the way of the carrying out of the 
undertakings. Although a reference to vibration has been included 
in a clause prepared by the Committee to deal with subsidence, and 
to provide for the payment of compensation in respect of any 
structural damage or annoyance or injury suffered in consequence 
of the construction of tube railways, it is understood that the Board 
of Trade will advise the Select Committee as to the action which 
should be taken in the matter. The Board will also deal with 
several of the matters included in the before-mentioned g:neral 
conditions. Ав a further matter applicable to the Bills, the 
Committee have given instructions for tbe question of the 
ordinary fares to be charged on the railways to be brought 
before the Select Committee. In addition to these general 
requirements, in many Bills clauses are needed, similar in many 
respects to those which it is the practice of the Council to seek iu 
ordinary railway and other Bills concerning London. These relate 
to the protection of sewers, the application of the provisions of the 
London Railway Acts, and other matters which it will be uaneces- 
sary to mention in this place. Proceeding now to consider the pro- 
posals individually, the Committee submit that the following, 
subject to certain conditions, should not be objected to : — 

1. Baker Street & Waterloo Railway Bill. 

2. Central London Railway (New Lines) Bill. 

8. Edgware & Hampstead Railway Bill. 

4. Great Northern & City Railway Bill. 

5. Great Northern Railway Bill No. 2. 

6. Great Northern & Strand Railway Bill. 

q. Islington & Euston Railway Bill. 

8. North-West London Railway Bill. 

The special conditions in the case of theabove Bills relate mainly 
to an extension of the Central London line from Hammersmith to 
Barnes, the construction of interchange sections, the widening of 
roads, &c. The schemes not to be objected to, subject to certain 
conditions, and to the financial proposals being placed specifically 
before the Select Committee, are as follow :— 

9. City & Crystal Palace Railway Bill. 

10. City & North-East Suburban Electric Railway Bills, Nos. 1 and 2. 

1l. North-East London Railway Bills, Nos. 1 and 2. 

The schemes to be strenuously opposed in consequence of their 
financial proposals, but which otherwise might be considered satis- 
factory, are the King's Road Railway Bill and the West & South- 
. West London Junction Railway Bill. There are six other schemes 
which, on general grounds, are considered to be unsatisfactory, and 
which are to be opposed, for the most part in toto. The first is the 
Brompton & Piccadilly Circus (new lines and extensions) Bill. T'he 
promotersof this scheme have not commenced to carry out any portion 
of their undertaking, authorised in 1897, and having considered 
the project both in regard to the route aud the financial proposals, the 
Committee are of opinion that Parliament should be asked to reject 
the Bill. There is a probability of the proposed soutbern extension 
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of the authorised line of the Great Northern & Strand Company 
being abandoned, and in the event of such an occurrence, it may be 
necessary to reconsider in some respects the action to be taken on 
this Bill. 

In the case of the second scheme, which refers to tbe Charing 
Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway Bills Nos. 1, 2 and 3, the 
Committee do not think Parliament should sanction the extension 
of theline to Archway Road and Golder's Green, but the lines 
already authorised would prove useful if built with due regard to 
economy. The company should, however, be required, in accord- 
ance with the view expressed by the Joint Committee of last session, 
to substitute an interchange station for the confluent junction which 
would be formed in Camden Town by their already authorised lines 
from Keutish Town and Hampstead. Special attention should also 
be drawn to the financial proposals, which do not appear to have 
been arrived at with proper regard to economical working, namely, 
about £1,000,000 per mile for the new lines. 

The Committee consider that the Charing Cross, Hammersmith 
and District Electric Railway Billa Nos. 1 and 2, which project 
lines for almost their whole length along the same route as those 
proposed by the Central London Railway Company, and which 
would serve almost the same districts, should be rejected. With 
regard to the fourth scheme—the City and Brixton Railway Bill— 
the Committee state that the company have not carried out the 
undertaking authorised in 1898, and they express the opinion that 
Parliament should be asked to refuse to grant an extension of time. 

Under the London United Electric Railways Bill, the route to 
be traversed to a yreat extent is similar to that covered by the new 
proposals of the Central London Railway Company. The Com- 
mittee do not think the north to south communication between the 
Marble Arch and the district adjacent tothe north end of Wandsworth 
Common should be sanctioned, and having arrived at the conclusion 
that the scheme of the Central London Company is more calculated 
to meet the public requirements, they suggest that Parliament 
should be asked to reject the other portion of this scheme. The 
last proposal—that of the Piccadilly and City Railway Bills Nos. 1 
and 2— is another scheme which seeks t» traverse a route similar to 
that covered by the project of the Central London Company, the 
capital expenditure working out at £975,000 per mile. In the 
opinion of the Committee, Parliament should also be asked to reject 
these Bills. 

In conclasion, the Parliamentary Committee announce that with 
the object of arrangements being come to with promoters, and the 
insertion of amendments to give effect to their conclusions, they 
have given instructions for negotiations to te entered into with the 
several companies concerned with & view to avoiding, as far as 
possible, contesta before the Committees of Parliament on the Bills. 

At the Council meeting on Tuesday last week the above report 
was considered. | 

Mr. J. W. Benn drew attention to what he termed the unfor- 
tunate position of London, owing to the failure of the Government 
to carry out the proposals of the Joiut Committee of last year, and 
he stated that it was important for them to make it known that the 
Council declined to share the responsibility for the muddle due to 
the method adopted for dealing with the matter of tube railways. 
The most importaut recommendation of that Committee related to 
control and supervision of a more direct cbaracter, but he was sorry 
the Government had not seen its way to constitute a body for that 
purpose. It was monstrous that 30 years after the passing of the 
Tramways Act they should allow London to be scrambled for without 
anyone to protect the interests of London from a central point of 
view in regard to underground electric railways. 

After lengthy discussion the action of the Committee was 
approved without any dissentients. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


AIR-SPACED CABLES: THEIR TREATMENT AND USE. 
By G. E Егетснев, A. MI C. E., MIELE. 


(Abstract of a Paper read before the Manchester Section, 
April 15th, 1902.) 


In the first place it is necessary to briefly consider the essentials 
for a specification. The conductors being solid should be specified 
in the ordinary way. The dielectric of paper should be applied to 
cach separate conductor, so as to cffectively insulate it from any 
neighbouring conductor, at the same time giving а free air-space 
between the paper and the conductor. This paper case should be 
waipped with a hemp twine of about $ in. pitch, во as to prevent it 
opening aud exposing the conductor. When the conductor so 
covered is laid up with another conductor, the same form of paper 
case should obtain,as nearly as possible as before laying up, aud the 
same condition should be maintained in laying up the pairs to form 
the complete cable. Each layer of the cable should be separated by 
& spiral wrapping of paper, and the whole treated as described 
above, before the lead sheath is applied. 

The paper employed should be uniform in texture and thickness, 
loug fiored, strong, free from metallic particles and other dele- 
terious substances, aud not less than 4 mils. in thickness. A strip 
1 iu. wide must b.ar a strain of 4 lbs. for each mil. of thickness. 

The width and thickuess of the paper should vary in proportion 
with the weight of wire used, viz.:— 

64 1bs. conductor. 4 mile. thick. l in wide. 
150 * 5 „ 11 „ 
200 1 6 T 11 „. 
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Where different coloured papers are used, care should be taken in 
the choice of the colouring matter employed, otherwise the insula- 
tion resistance may be considerably lowered. 
` The cable must be thoroughly dried at a temperature not exceed- 
ing ad F. after having been layed up ready to receive the lead 
sheath. i / 

The minimum radial depth of the lead sheath should be 100 mils. 
for a 5 pair, and should not necessarily exceed 150 mils. for any 
larger cable. The sheathing should be capable of withstanding an 
internal pressure of 75 lbs. per sq. in.; the lead used to be new 
English pig. | 

It is evident that moisture is the greatest enemy to these cables, 
as the slightest trace of dampness will at once impair the insula- 
tion resistance; therefore it is of the utmost importance that the 
lead sheath should be free from pinholes or flaws of any description. 
Itis said that as the lead is applied hot, if the cable be sealed 
immediately the process of sheathing is completed, and plunged in 
a tank of water at 60° F., а vacuum is produced sufficient to cause 
the water to penetrate any pinhole or flaw there may be, but I am 
doubtful on this point, and prefer the test for such defects to be of 
а more positive nature, i e., the cable should be tested under an air 
pressure of 20 lbs. per sq. in., and when under this pressure, passed 
slowly through an observation trough at least 18 ft. long, contain- 
ing water, so that any pinhole or flaw may be detected without 
injury to the cable. The defect can then be easily rectified. The 
air during this test must be perfectly dry. 

The insulation resistance between wire and wire and wire and 
sheath should not be less than 10,000 megoh:ns per mile, and the 
electrostatic capacity for— 

64 Ibs. conductor ... 09 microfarad per mile 
100 Ibs. and over 8 ! - " 


Having now briefly considered the conditions and precautions 
necessary for the production of air-spaced paper-insulated cables, 
let us consider the question of protecting them from the destructive 
effect of lightning. It would appear to some people that, as such 
cables are laid underground, the effect of lightning would be nil; 
but, seeing that they are used in connection with telegraph and 
telephone circuits, occasions must frequently arise when they are 
interpolated with aerial lines or form the tail-end of the same. 
Many cases are known to me where they are permanently inter- 
polated, and it will thus be seen that very careful consideration 
must be given to their protection from this form of destruction. 
Whatever the form of lightning arrester used, it is essential that 
the air-space at any point throughout the cable must always be 
greater than the spark-gap in the arrester; otherwise the cable 
becomes the arrester, and the arrester proper ineffective. 

The junction boxes in use were designed by me some four and а half 
years ago. They have been made in the following sizes:—2, 5, 10, 
15, 20, 30, 40, and 80 pairs, the two-pair size being constructed of 
wood, the remainder of cast-iron. 

For the lightning arreeters the thickness of the mica plates used 
is about 16 mils. At the present time I have 1,331 cast-iron boxes 
in use, containing 26,746 arresters. In practice a box is fixed at 
each end of the cable, no matter how long or how short; but should 
any cable, however, exceed 440 yards in length, the like boxes are 
inserted every quarter of a mile. By adopting this practice it is 
quite easy, in case any portion of the cable is damaged, to cut that 
length out temporarily with a rubber insulated cable until the fault 
is removed. The boxes, before being used, are heated, and when 
hot treated with a mixture of Chatterton's compound and ozokerite 
inside to prevent sweating. Unless this is done thoroughly sweating 
takes place, and if only to a very small degree, loss is at once set up 
in the arreater. | 

That these boxes fulfil their object is evinced by the fact that the 
men whcse duty it is to periodically examine them have repeatedly 
observed connecting strips and earth plates considerably pitted by 
lightning discharges, and in one particular instance several plates in 
the same box were so pitted on three separate occasions, the length of 
cable in this instance being 39 yards. In none of the cases has the 
working of the cable, either in part or whole, been interfered with. 

The length of cable in use on the London and North-Western 
Railway Company's system at the end of February this year was 
practically 90 miles, varying from one pair to 40 pair, representing in 
single conductor about 1,700 miles. All are jointed and protected 
on the plan described above by 1,331 junction boxes, containing 
26,746 lightning arresters. 

Some few years ago it was decided to gradually remove all the 
company’s aerial wires where they crossed the main line of rails or 
station yards and place them underground; for this purpose air- 
spaced cable was adopted, and its use was gradually extended along 
the railway where it was difficult to erect a stable overhead route, 
owing to want of space, also through tunnels, along retaining 
walls, &c. 

To accomplish the above, various lengths of cable must be 
employed ranging from 20 yards upwards. These, where buried, 
are to-day always laid solid in wood trunking, the trunking being 

ved out of solid timber, each groove beiug very little larger than 
the cable to be laid in it, so that the heating effect of the pitch 
shall cause as little expansion of the cable as possible, consistent 
with а sound job. I consider it is very unwise to draw these cables 
in, and so far as possible I do not allow the practice of drawing, but 
insist that all cables shall be laid. This I determined on after ап 
experience of drawing а 10-pair cable into iron piping, the length 
of which was 300 yards, when the lead sheath gained over the cot- 
ductor no less than 18 ft. If the practice of anchoring the lead and 
conductors together is resorted to, the form of the cable becomes 
distorted more or less throughout its length, and where the lead 
gains to any extent over the conductor a tendency towards pinholes 
must be produced. Iam of opinion that this is one of the canses why 


it is found necessary to pump dry air through cables frequently—a 
practice to which I have not yet had to resort. Another reason for 
the necessity of pumping dry air through cables in general practice 
istbat the cables are drawn into pipes at drawing-in boxes and the 
atmosphere in these being subject to the same changes as that out- 
side, in my opinion sweating takes place inside the lead, but only to 
a very small degree, whereas if the cables are laid solid and buried 
at a depth of, say, 3 ft., this difficulty does not occur. Although we 
do not resort to the pumping of air through the cables, we have not 
experienced any failure from the cause mentioned above; the 
majority of faults have been occasioned by water in some way getting 
into the junction boxes, and below is a list of all the failures which 
have 5 during the last 15 months the total during that time 
being 37. 


Faulls in Junction Baxes. 


Disconnection through bad soldering on to connect- 


ing strips ‘a 1657 m 8 TTG 
Earth, through clamping screws working loose, 
allow ing connecting strip to come in contact with 

_ brass pillar ... 8 S sg aes —. 4 

Bad mica js T gs is ae me. o 

Water in janction boxes ue ses Se —. 14 

21 

Fuults in Cables. ө 

Perforated lead by chemical ог electrolytic action 8 

By pick or bar being driven into cable ... we 3 

Subsidence 81 e is jus ios .. 5 

16 

Total ... 37 


One ditticulty that has presented itself is the sealing of the 
rabber insulated leads where changing from open to cable work, and 
in all the cases of failure due to water getting iuto the junction 
boxes it has been due to defective sealing in the glands through 
which the rubber wires are led away. Experiments are now being 
carried out with a special gland so constructed as to receive the 
rabber insulated cable, a short length of which, where it is passed 
through the gland, is valcanised up solid so that a mechanical joint 
can be made. ae 

The perforation of the lead by chemical or electrolytic action 
only happened in the earlier cables put down, as they were then 
laid in wood troughing not pitched, and it was from the experience 
so gained that the laying on the solid system was adopted. 

In case of failures from subsidence these have mostly occurred on 
entirely new railway works, and in all cases the cables passed uader 
running lines. ; 

All our cables are maintained by special staff from headquarters, 
the district officers and their men having nothing to do with the 
same. Ву this method we get uniformity in the manner of 
carrying out all the work in connection with cable laying. Where 
the cables enter signal cabins, offices, &с., a distributing box is 
provided, which is under the maintenance of the district men, 
who have no occasion whatever to interfere w.th the junction 
boxes. The latter are only opened by the cable staff. Rubber 
insulated wires are led from the junction box to the distributing 
box. ` 

At the present time we have cables laid down in 243 different 
localities all over the line, and the number is steadily increasing 
month by month. 

During the first period of using these cables I went so far as 
40 pair, but have since determined in no case to exceed 15 pair, 
and prefer to employ a 10 and a 5 pair even in place of the former, 
as by doing so I do not put all my eggs into one basket, and, further, 
the cable can be handled in longer lengths, and very much more 
easily. The difference in first cost is practically negligible, and that 
of laying inappreciable. Any additional requirement can be met by 
leaving spare wires in the proportion 1 to each 4 working, and when 
these are used up it is an easy matter to lay an additional cable if 
such becomes necessary. . 

In conclusion, let me say that I see no reason to cause me to regret 
having adopted air-cored cables—ratber the opposite—but to push 
on with their use as quickly as possible. 


TESTS ON THE NERNST LAMP. 
Ву R. P. Huse, Bowen Scholar, Birmingham University. 


(Paper read at Birmingham, March 19th, 1902. 
by Dr. D. K. Morris.) 


Communicated 


(Concluded from page 702.) 


UscaLLY the iron resistance will be destroyed before the lamp in 
candle-power voltage tests, especially if the lamp be new; and to 
burn the rod out a special resistance had to be made, the observa- 
tions commencing where the others left off. 

The candle-power and watts on rod curve which can be plotted 
from these results show that the candle-power varies as the 26th 
power of the watts expended on the luminous rod. This value was 
taken from the results given by two old lamps, and satisfies these 
to within 1 per cent. for a range of from 60 to 1U0 watts. 
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Variation of Iesistunce with Watts Erpended. 1. For Luminous 
Rod.—The watte, being the rate of dissipation of energy, are a 
measure of the temperature, and the resistance varies with the 
temperature; so that by plotting resistance against the watts ex- 
pended on the rod, we have a curve connecting resistance with 
some power of the temperature, but no absolute values of tem- 
perature can be given. [See Curves VIII. and VIIIa. c. p.-watt 
curve. 

2. s Steadying Resistance.—A similar curve cau be plotted for 
the iron resistance, and the similarity between this curve and that 
obtained by direct observation at different temperatures* is very 
striking. | x 
` The life of the steadying resistance cannot be correctly stated, 
but is very considerable. One used for over 1,000 hours in connec- 
tion with normal pressure tests has deteriorated very little. 

Behaviour of Luminous Rod.—The rod always becomes crystalline. 
after being in use fora short time, and near the negative end was 
blackened, changing through grey to a faint yellow at the positive 
end. In all cases where life tests have been made there was a white 
deposit in glass globe during first part of life, and more especially 
in the case of the over-run lamp. | 

It was noticed that at certain periods a faint singing or hissing 
sound is emitted by the luminous rod. This occurs particularly 
with new or over-run lamps, and was accompanied with a fluctuation 
(usually a diminution) of current amounting to about 2 per cent., 
and an even greater alteration of the power supplied to the rod. It 
would be very interesting to know how this sound is caused, and 
whether it is associated with the crystallisation referred to. 

These fluctuations of current occur under all conditions of testing, 
but when they were not great the sound could not be detected. The 
current sometimes varied 2 or 3 per cent. when the external pressure 
on the lamp terminals was absolutely steady. 

In all the life tests the end of the test was determined by the 
breaking away of the positive connection at the platinum wire. 
This is at the lower end of the rod according to the instructions sent 
with each lamp Of seventeen burners tested, none but three ended 
at all prematurely ; and these three, curiously enough, were being 
under-ran, and, in fact, were undergoing the earlier stages of a 
rezulation test with gradually increasing pressure. . 

Removal of the globe appears to cool the luminous rod, increasing 
its resistance and decreasing the current supplied by about 1 per 
cent. 

When once started it is found that a very small current will suffice 
to heat the rod sufficiently to make it conduct. In this way a burner 
was observed to give only 175 с.р., the current taken being 193 
amp. and pressure on lamp 87 4 volts. 

A new luminous rod when normally burning has a specific resist- 
ance of about 7 ohm per centimetre cube (about 100 times that of 
a carbon filament). The average of three rods which had each run 
for 450 hours was 1°06 ohms per cm. cube. 

Heating Coil and Automatic Switch.—The heating coil, which con- 
sists of a clay spiral (arranged around the luminous rod), closely 
overwound with fine platinum wire, was tested by continuously 
running it on 110 volts for over 48 hours. No alteration of the 
heating current occurred during this period, which corresponds to 
lighting the lamp a very large number of times—since the lamp 
only takes about half a minute to light up. 

It was also found that the period required to heat the rod to the 
point of conducting was not sensibly increased after the starting of 
the lamp 120 times (the rod being allowed to cool between each 
start); while the diminution in candle-power of tbe burner due to 
this frequent heating and cooling was no greater than would have 
been the case if the lamp bad been continuously run for a corre- 
sponding time. 
The heating coil will plainly last longer than the rod, and it 
should be possible to use up heating coils by replacing the rod 
alone. | 

At по time has the automatic switch failed to act; nor has its 
contact given any trouble. 

In conclusion, there seems to be a wide field for the Nernst lamp 
where fairly large candle-powers are required and where power is 
not cheap. 

The Nernst lamp will give on the average throughout a life of 
400 hours at least 48 с.р. per watt expended, as against not more 
than 28 с.р. per watt in the case of good glow lamps. The cost of 
renewals would appear to be not more thau three times as much for 
the Nernst as for the glow lamp, allowing for the shorter life of the 
former. In а 100-watt Nernst lamp see Curve II the total energy 
used is over 35 units during economical life; and at 4d. a unit this 
costs 11s. 8d., or, say, not more than 15s. when all expenditure due 
to renewal of the burner is taken into account. 

Thus the Nerost lamp will furnish 1,000 c.P.-hours at a cost of 
lid.; while 1s. 3d. is the approximate cost of the same amount of 
illumination from good glow lamps. In this comparative estimate 
the cost of renewals in each case has been included, the price per 
unit assumed to be 4d., while the glow lamp has been taken at 
an average of 3'6 watts per candle-power tnroughout a life of 700 
hours. 

If the glow lamp be run for a longer period, or the price of the 
unit increased, the case will be all the more favourable to the 
Nernst lamp. 

Under-running might pay where power is cheaper, owing to the 
increased life; and this, in spite of the low efficiency towards the 
end (say after about 800 hours; see Table III.). 

Over-running of the lamps, on the other hand, is, as stated above, 
not economical. 

The rapid falling off in the etliciency of the lamp under normal 


co 
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* See Phil. Mag. September, 1897. 


average of 21 watts per candle. 
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conditions after 300 hours seems to show that after this time it 
would be better to replace the iron resistance shown by one of a 
smaller value, and so maintain the candle-power at a steady value 
throughout the life. 

My best thanks are due to the Birmingham University authorities, 
for the current used in these teste and the use of instruments and 
appara:us; also to Dr. D. K. Morris for facilitating the carrying out 
of these tests, and for kind assistance in finishing this paper. . 


D1SCUSSION. 

Dr. Morris opened the discussion, and said that the life tests 
were of interest as showing clearly that they had a lamp, which, 
while its life was only half that of the ordinary glow lamp, bad a 
much greater average efficiency throughout its life, giving 50 per 
cent. more light for the same expenditure of power, while the 
increased cost of renewals was only a small matter as against this 
50 per cent increase in economy. | 

Mr. J. ©. VaupREy thought that the lamp was, to a great extent, 
in the experimental stage. Apparently the economical life of the 
lamp finished after 150 Fours. Another drawback was the sizé of 
the lamp; it was about 50-с.р., while the size most in demand was 
the 16-c.P. glow lamp. ` l 7 

Mr. HooxHam inquired whether the comparisons drawn in the 
paper between the Nernst lamp and the glow lamp were with 50 or 
8-c.P. glow lamps, to which Mr. HursE replied that a 40-c P. glow 
lamp had been used. Continuing, Mr. Hookham said that according 
to the author, you get with the Nernst lamp for 1s. what you can 
obtain with the ordinary carbon filament for 1e. 3d., and you have 
no end of extra attention and trouble in order to save the odd 3d. 

Mr. A. Н. Bates thought the hissing sound might be due to the 
changes in conduction of a current through the heated air surrounding 
the luminous rod, not to the changes in the rod itself. It was 
probable that there was a discharge through the gases surround i ut: 
the luminous rod which caused the hissing sound and also the 
variation in the current. 

The CHAIBMAN (Mr. Hy. Lea), said he did not think that the glow 
lamp was properly appreciated from the point of view of its being 
inte ided to be used at the voltage for which it was made. It seemed to 
be inseparable from a large-dietribution system that the voltage should 
be anything but constant, and lamps anything but long lived in 
consequence. It would have been more satisfactory if the Nernst 
lamp had shown itself to be independent of variations of pressure. 
With the Nernst lamp there were three possible causes of break- 
down:—(1) The rod might give way ; (2) the iron resistance might 
burn out; (3) the heating coil might fail There was also a sug- 
gestionin one part of tbe paper that it might be advissble to 
cbange the resistance during the life of a burner, which made four 
things to be attended to during the life of the lamp. If the average 
life was only 400 hours, it seemed to him that the Nernst 
lamp would require such an amount of personal attention 
that the saving and cost would not be worth the trouble. 
The regulating effect of the iron resistance was remark- 
able, because at a certain part of the curve the volts could 
be greatly increased without any increase in current and by 
arranging the resistance so that this current was the normal 
working current of the lamp, the resistance was made of special 
value to the rod. | | 

In reply to the discussion, Mr. Ногѕе said that the figures given 
for the glow lamp were such as to make the best possible case for it, 
and that whereas it absorbed considerably more than 3 watts per 
candle, the Nernst lamp only required for a life of 400 hours an 
In the construction given for 
finding the most economical light, the total cost of replacing a 
burner, including trouble and fitting, was allowed for. Mr. Bates’s 
suggestion as to the cause of hissing seemed very probable, but the 
fact remained that removing the protecting globe did not affect the 
hissing. As Mr. Lea had said, a glow un would run on perfectly 
steady pressure, and would burn fora very long time, but at the end 
of that time it would also be taking a large amount of power— 
probably 6 watts per candle-power, or even more. One of the three 
causes of failure cited, namely, the rod breaking, was, in reality, an 
advantage, since it prevented the lamp continuing to burn after the 
end of its economical life; the other two causes were unlikely to 
occur. The difference between 114. and 1s. 3d. represented a 
reduction of 26 per cent., and this figure would probably be con- 
siderably increased in actual practice owing to the favourable figures 
taken for the glow lamp. | І 

Dr. Morris, who was called upon by the chairman to make auy 
further remarks, said that the merits of the Nernst lamp had hardly 
been appreciated in the discussion. For instance, Mr. Lea had 
criticised the lamp on the score of variation of voltage, shortness of 
life, and trouble of renewing. The volts on the burner could not be 
varied, and any fluctuation on the mains was absorbed by the iron 
resistance. With regard to shortness of life, the question arose, what 
did the public want? Did they want a certain amount of illumination 
with a certain number of watts, or were they content with putting in a 
lamp, and continuing to get some sort of light for a very long time 
irrespective of any other consideration? When emphasis was laid 
on the trouble of renewing the burner in the Nernst lamp, it was 
only fair to remember that the lamp was not made in small sizes 
like the ordinary glow lamp. He thought that it was the most 
suitable thing on the market for a large room or for halls of 
moderate size, and in criticising it one should compare it more with 
the arc than the glow ]amp. 
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THE WOLVERHAMPTON EXHIBITION. 


On Friday last a large gathering of journalists from 
London and the provinces visited Wolverhampton for a 
special inspection of the Art and Industrial Exhibition, 
prior to its formal opening by the Duke and Duchess of 
Connaught. 

The originator of the Exhibition is Mr. Thomas Graham, 
who is chairman of the Executive Committee, and it is 
expected that much good will accrue to the town ‘and 
surrounding neighbourhood beyond the expansion of its 
industry and the technical teaching of its young people. 

But for us the main point is the machinery portion of 
the show, and to this we must confine ourselves, leaving Art 
to others. 

The site of the Exhibition is the West Park, which is 


convenient in every way, and in itself both charming and , 


picturesque ; and compared with that in which the 
Glasgow Exhibition was held, is simply ideal, as it is 
one of the most carefully - tended and beautiful haunts 
of the people in the country. А large amount of 
adjoining land was generously placed at the disposal of 
the Committee by Lord Barnard, who thus, having also 
the co-operation of the municipal authority, found them- 
selves in command of an area of some 32 acres. The main 
buildings cover more than 127,000 sq. ft., and about 
£100,000 has been expended on the entire project. "The 
grounds have been laid out by expert gardeners, the designs 
being artistic and in perfect harmony with the surroundings, 
and altogether the buildings and grounds present a most 
delightful picture. 

It would not be easy to find designs more striking and 
picturesque, both as to colour and outline, than those for 
which the architects, Messrs, Walker & Ramsay, of Glasgow, 
are responsible. They break new ground in Exhibition 
architecture, The Industrial Hall forms the north-east termina- 
tion of a Crescent, which includes also the Canadian Pavi- 
lion and the Machinery Hall. It is of light and graceful 
design. Internally, the Hall is divided into three bays, with 
half bays additional at the front and back, the half bay in 
front forming an arcaded tea terrace, while that in the rear is 
absorbed in the Hall. The roof, which is largely glazed, is 
supported by semi-circular ribs, sufficiently lightly constructed 


as to impart a very airy and graceful effect. This Hall of 


Industry is of the dimensions of 377 ft. by 172 ft. 

The Machinery Hall, measuring 350 ft. by 130 ft, is 
reached after a few steps have been taken from the one 
previously dealt with. In design the place is robust, but 
simple. The main front, which faces the south-west eleva- 
tion of the Industrial Hall, is circular in outline, this form 
being determined by the contour of the roof which is con- 
structed on the bow-string principle. Internally, the 
structure is divided into three bays, the centre being 60 ft. 
wide, and those at the side each 38 ft. wide. Here boilers 
of a new type will be used to generate the steam for the 
motor power necessary in the Exhibition, for lighting, and for 
driving the machinery. They will produce about 3,000 H.P., 
and consist of two water-tube boilers on the Diirr system, two 
on the Cahall vertical water-tube system, and a Babcock and 
Wilcox water-tube boiler. A capital collection of electric 
generating plant is exhibited, the machinery—in motion and 
stationary—having all the latest improvements. It ів, in short, 
an instructive, interesting, and representative aggregation 
of machinery that claims the attention of the visitor. Large 
engines, dynamos, motors, electric hoists, weaving looms, 
lathes, ventilators, warming and lighting appliances, many 
machine tool and woodwork exhibits by firms of the first 
repute, are staged and will be shown in actual motion. The 
distribution of the various electric sources of supply will be 
on quite а novel system. A conspicuous and interesting 
object in the centre of this Hall is the switchboard, which 
Ferranti, Limited, have erected. 

The Canadian Pavilion is also of the highest possible 
interest, and inside the visitor finds one of the best shows 
which the Dominion has yet sent out, everything apper- 
teining to the natural resources of this favoured land being 
prominently to the fore. 

À fine Concert Hall will doubtless be a great centre of 
attraction, for no less than £10,000 is to be spent in bringing 


beíore the visitors the best compositions in the illimitable 


field of the Divine Art, executed by capable orchestras and 


eminent vocal and instrumental soloists. 

In Mr. Kiralfy’s wonderful World’s Fair we find a new 
and novel spiral toboggan, a journey on which is thrilling to 
a degree. The Canadian water chute is the largest yet 
erected in this country, and what with the Fairy River, 
the Hall of Laughter, motor launches and white swan- 
boats, the Art Section, restaurants, &c., Wolverhampton has 
provided of the best for the lighter. amusements of the 
people. 

In providing for the motive power required for generating 
electric energy for lighting the buildings and grounds of the 
Exhibition, and also for driving various descriptions of 
machinery shown in motion by exhibitors, eminent firms of 
boiler makers, engine builders, dynamo constructors, and 
others were invited to lend plant (upon certain terms with 
regard to their installation and working) to the Executive 
for the period of the Exhibition. Most liberal and hearty 
responses were received, and although the time available for 
the manufacture of the heavy machinery required was very 
limited, yet the Committee were able to select from amongst 
the various plants offered a display of power generating 
plant embodying the very latest practice in its several com- 
ponent parts that have been erected in the Machinery Hall; 
and to those firms and gentlemen enumerated in the following 
* complimentary " list the Executive tender their acknow- 
ledgment of the services rendered. 

It was determined not to follow the usual practice in 
former Exhibitions of erecting long lines of counter-shafting 
from which exhibitors could obtain power for showing their 
macbinery in operation, or to light the several sections of 
the Exhibition by means of & plant set apart for each 
particular section, but to establish a thoroughly up-to-date 
electricity station, such as might be erected in a thriving 
moderate-sized town wishing to take advantage of the latest 
developments in electrical science. With this end in view, 
a network of underground cables has been laid down, 
radiating from one central switchboard, lent by Messrs. 
Ferranti, Limited, to convenient distributing centres, and 
from these centres the energy is taken both for lighting and 
motive power wherever required. 

The three-wire system, so far as the main fecders are 
concerned, has been adopted throughout with a continuous 
current of 500 volts pressure between the outer cables, as 
being the most convenient for the purpose. The British 
Insulated Wire Company's triple-concentric cable was 
gelected for the purpose, aud installed by that company. The 
wire for the arc light circuits inside the buildings has been 
supplied by Messrs. Isidor Frankenburg, Limited, апа that 
for the circuits in the grounds of the Exhibition, which аге 
run overhead and are composed of a single strand of bare 
aluminium wire, has been lent by the British Aluminium 
Company. ‘Tenders were asked for from a number of firms 
for the wiring for the lighting circuits, and the work was 
divided between two of them. 

It was left to exhibitors requiring motive power to provide 
their own motors and connect them to the distributing 
centres, in accordance with regulations drawn up by the 
committee for their guidance ; motors of 5 н.р. and under 
working at 250 volts pressure, and motors of upwards of 
that power at 500 volts, the current, in every case, being 
supplied free of cost to exhibitors. 

In the Main Exhibition Halls and the parts of the Park 
more distant from the power station a system of arc lighting 
has been adopted, the lamps selected being those of the 
Brockie-Pell Arc Lamp Company, run in parallels of ten or 
five as required. For the Concert Hall, restaurants, band- 
Stands, offices, &c., incandescent lamps are used of 250 
volte, the firms selected to supply these being the Edison- 
Swan United Electric Light Company and the Hiram Maxim 
Lamp Company. 

A considerable scheme of illuminating the exterior of the 


Exhibition buildings by outlining the entire facade of 


each with lines of glow lamps has also been carried out, 
about 20,000 lamps of 16-c.P. each being used; these 
lamps are of 100 volts, ran in series of five, and grouped 
in circuits requiring about 30 amperes. 

In a preliminary notice such as this, we must perforce 
content ourselves by mentioning the more prominent 
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exhibitors, leaving a detailed account of their exhibita for a 
more favourable opportunity, when everything is in full 
working order. | 


COMPLIMENTARY LIST. 


Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Limited, Orie] House, 30, Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C., show a Babcock & Wilcox patent water-tube 
boiler, with mechanical stoker, purifier fitted to drum, wrought-iron 
chimney, &c. 

Edwin Danks & Со. (Oldbury), Limited, Oldbury Boiler Works, 
near Birmingham. Two Cahall“ vertical water-tube boilers, 
600 І.Н Р. each. 

John Thompson, Ettingsball Boiler Works, Wolverhampton. 
Two 500-н.р. water-tube boilers, Dürr patent. 

Lloyd & Lloyd, Limited, Albion Tube Works, Nile Street, Bir- 
mingham. Main steam-wrought steel-lapwelded pipes; also sub- 
sidiary steam pipes, with flanges and branches complete. 

Joseph Evans & Sons, Culwell Works, Wolverhampton. Two 
compound “ Cornish ” horizontal double-acting outside-packed-ram 
boiler feed pumps. One compound vertical "Beam" feed pump, 
with single-acting outside-packed rams. 

Holden & Brooke, Limited, Sirius Works, West Gorton, Man- 
chester. Holden & Brooke's patent high-pressure steam traps. 

Metallic Jointing and Packing Company, Ardrossan. Сотто- 
gated metallic packing for joints, fitted throughout the main and 
auxiliary pipes of the Exhibition. 

Empire Engineering Company, Failsworth, Manchester. Three 
3-in. cast-iron escape valves, with gun-metal valve and seating. 
Suitable for cylinder covers. Great discharging capacity. 

Joseph Wright & Co., Neptune Engineering Works, Tipton. 
Berryman patent water heaters:—(1) Standard Berryman, with 
syphon bottom; (2) “Tipton” pattern; (3) “Simplex” pattern. 
Each heater is adapted for a working pressure of 180 lbs per sq. in., 
and fitted with m-shaped Berryman Universal expanding brass 
tubes, of sufficient surface to enable each heater to raise 2,200 
gallons of cold water to a temperature of 200° F. and upwards per 
hour by passing the exhaust steam under usual conditions. 

Glenfield & Kennedy, Limited, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland. 
оо raid itr s stop valves, expansion joints for steam pipes, 
and sluice valves for exhaust steam fitted throughout the power 
station of the Exhibition. 

Electric Construction Company, Limited, Wolverhampton. 
500-kw. electric power generator, eight-polar, slot-wound, direct- 
coupled type, voltage, 450—500; revolutions per minute, 270; 
250-K w. electric power generator, four-polar, slot-wound, direct- 
coupled type, voltage 500 —550 for traction, 450—500 for lighting ; 
revolutions per minute, 380. E.C.C. balancer, patent V. R. type, 
for automatically regulating the balance of E.M.F. on a three-wire 
system, capacity 200 amperes, 230—250 volts per side. 

Belliss & Morcom, Limited, Ledsam Street Works, Birmingham. 
“ Belliss” patent self-lubricating triple-expansion three-crank 
engine, 800 в н.р. standard, driving Electric Construction Company 
dynamo for power, traction, or lighting. "''Belliss" patent self- 
lubricating triple-expansion three-crank engine, 400 в.н.р. standard, 
driving Electric Construction Company dynamo for power, traction, 
or lighting. 

Robey & Co., Limited, Globe Works, Lincoln. Coupled com- 
pound fixed engine, mammoth type bed, fitted with Richardson's 
governor and cut-off gear, combined with Mavor & Coulson’s 
400-kw. dynamo. 11-їп. stroke vertical marine type high-speed 
engine, fitted with Richardson’s patent governor and link-ex pansion 
gear, driving Scott & Mountain's 75-kw. dynamo. 6-in. stroke 
enclosed vertical high-speed engine, with Richardson & Wans- 
brough’s patent system of forced luorication, driving Scott and 
Mountain's 65-k w. dynamo. 

Browett, Lindley & Co, Limited, Sandon Works, Patricroft, 
Manchester. Three-crank, triple-expansion steam engine, having 
134-in. Н.Р. cylinder, 193-in. intermediate cylinder, and 28-in L.P. 
cylinder, 10-in. stroke, running at a speed of 320 revolutions per 
minute; coupled to a dynamo made by Messre. Dick, Kerr & Co., 
Limited. 

Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, 110, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 
The generator ів compound-wound, developing 325 kw. at 550 volts, 
and allows of considerable overloads without brush adjustment. 

W. Bisson & Co., engineers, Gloucester. Compound double-crank 
self-lubricating automatic engine, cylinders 93 in. and 15 in., stroke 
9 in., 130-в.н.р., continuously at 400 revolutions; overload up to 
155 B H.P. ; in conjunction with dynamo by the Lancashire Dynamo 
and Motor Company, Limited. 

Lancashire Dynamo and Motor Company, Limited, Trafford Park, 
Manchester. 90-K w. six-pole dynamo for direct coupling, develop- 
ing 360 amperes, 250 volts, at 400 revolutions per minute; suitable 
for lighting and power circuts. 

D. Bruce Peebles & Со., Tay Works, Edinburgh.  Peebles- 
Willans 500-xw. at 500 volts, electric lighting and traction gene- 
rating set. 

Willans & Robinson, Limited, Victoria Works, Rugby. Willans 
central valve triple-expansion engine, 825 1 . P., 270 revolutions per 
minute, suitable for electric lighting, electric traction, electric trans- 
mission of power; in conjunction with dynamo by Mesars. D. Bruce 
Peebles & Co. 

C. C. Wakefield & Co., 27, Cannon Street, London, E.C. High- 
class lubricants as used on the motive power plant in the Exhibi- 
tion. Cyliader, engine, and dynamo oils. 


ELECTRIC Lamps, CABLES, &c. 


Brockie-Pell Arc Lamp, Limited, offices and works, 60, Worship 
Street, London, E.C. The arc lamps used for lighting the Exhibi- 


tion buildings and grounds are the patent lamps manufactured by 
this company. 

Edison and Swan United Electric Light Company, Limited, 36, 
Queen Street, Cheapside, London, E.C. The whole of the electric 
incandescent lamps used in the lighting and decoration of Industrial 
and Machinery Halle, Canadian Pavilion, and the restaurants are of 
the Royal Ediswan type. 

Hiram Maxim Lamp Company, Limited, 17, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London, W. The incandescent electric lamps used for lighting or 
for the decorative illumination of the Concert Hall and Central 
Bandstand are the “ Rex” lamp manufactured by this company. 

The British Insulated Wire Company, Limited, Prescot, Lanca- 
shire. Electric lighting and power main cables used throughout 
the Exhibition are supplied by the above company, consisting of 
triple-concentric feeders, concentric distributors, three-core pilot 
wire, single machine feeders, junction boxes, fuse boxes, and cable 
end connections. 

Isidor Frankenburg, Limited, Rubber and Cable Works, Green- 
gate, Salford, Manchester. Vulcanised rubber, taped and braided 
cable used in connection with the arc lighting of the Exhibition 
Buildings, 12,000 yards. 

William Medeoch & Co., Limited, Warwick Works, Birmingham, 
Glasgow, and London. Manufacturers of all the electric light 
fittings and brackets in Concert Hall and first-class dining room ia 
No. 1 Restaurant of Exhibition. 


SwITCHBOARD. 


Ferranti, Limited, Hollinwood, Lancashire. The switchboard 
controlling the light and power of the Exhibition is an example of 
this type. This gear is used for 500 volts three-wire system. Eight 
feeder panels are on the extreme right of the switchboard, each 
three-wire feeder panel consisting of two ammeters, two single-pole 
ewitches, and two sets of fuses. Two feeder voltmeters are mounted 
on the top slate and coupled up to the voltmeter switches on the 
regulating table. The earth and mid-wire ammeters are mounted 
to the left of the feeders. The switch gear for the balancer is 
mounted to the left again between feeders and dynamo panels. The 
balancer starting switch may be seen under the regulating table in 
front of the board. We next come to the eight generator panels, 
which can be distinguished by the two different types of switches 
used; the positive side being arranged with an automatic attach- 
ment, the negative having fuses. Each of these generator panels 
contains an ammeter and a quick-break switch which is operated by 
an automatic device (designed to open the machine circuit on 
reversal of current) fixed in the recesa under the switch, a quick- 
break knife switch, and a fuse with duplicate contacts. Edgewise 
voltmeters are mounted on the top slate for paralleling and bas- 
bar volts. The regulating table in the front contains a switch in 
the field circuit of the dynamos and a hand-wheel for regulating 
the pressure across the terminals of the machine, the resistances 
being of the Ferranti open type, mounted underneath the switch- | 


board platform. 


Barr & Stroud, 250, Byres Road, Glasgow. Electrically-driven 
clocks in the Industrial and Machinery Halls. These clocks are 
suitaule for town, workshop, or railway station use. 

National Telephone Company, Limited, Telephone House, 
Victoria Embankment, London, E.C. The Telephone Exchange 
and main switchboard, also the telephone system fitted throughout 
the Exhibition. 

IN THE INDCSTRIAL Hatt. 


J. Halden & Co., 8, Albert Square, Manchester. Arc lamp photo 
copying frame, engineers photo copying processes and papers, 
drawings instrumenta, surveyor's instrumenta, mining surveyor's 
instruments, drawing office materials and appliances. 

Earle, Bourne & Co., Limited, Heath Street South, Birmingbam. 
Tubes, all descriptions brass and copper, plain, shaped, ornamental, 
parallel and taper. Cased tubes, steel tubes, close joint and brazed. 
Rolled metals. 

Joseph Sankey & Sons, Albert Street Works, Bilston. Hardware. 
Art metal work. Iron and steel stampings. 

J. H. Butler, Bell Works, Bell Street, Wolverhampton. Electric 
light fittings, patent electric busts. | 

Singer Manufacturing Company, 91 and 93, Station Street, 
Birmingham. Electric motors for driving sewing machines. 

New Brotherton Tube Company, Limited, Commercial Road, 
Wolverhampton. Tubes.—Gas, steam, and water tubes and fittings. 
Weldless steel cycle tubes and handle bars. Enamelled steel conduit 
tubes and fittings for enclosing electric wires. 


IN THE MACHINERY HALL. 


E. J. and J. Pearson, Limited, Firebrick Works, Stourbridge. 
Patent angular-contact boiler seating blocks, flue covers, and 
covering slabs. Full size section of boiler setting, showing method 
of using blocks. Fireclay grate-backs. 

Crossley Brothers, Limited, Openshaw, Manchester. Gas 
engines :—“H” type 1 B. H. Pp.; “M” type 7 в.н.р.; “VE” type, 
combined with dynamo, output of 150 amperes, at 200 volts. Oil 
engine :—* OO" type 7 B. H. P. 

National Gas Engive Company, Limited, Wellington Works, 
Ashton-under-Lyme. One “Za” "ME" and "Ka" type gas 
engines. 

Samuel] Platt, King's Hill Foundry, Wednesbury. Shafting and 
fittings, rope aud band pulleys, drop hammers, screwing and tapping 
machines, bolt and nut machinery. 

Joseph Wright & Co., Neptune Engine and Chain Works, Tipton. 
Berry man's patent feed-water heaters, Excelsior heater, filter and 
oil separator, exhaust steam filter, greasy water filter, safety 
detaching hook (working model? crane and sling chains, hooks, &c. 

Mavor & Coulson, Limited, 47, king Street, Mile End, Glasgow. 
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Electric bar coal-cutting machine (Hurd's patent), with universal 
movement for cutting on the pavement or at the roof and on the 
right or left hand side. 

Cowlishaw, Walker & Co., Limited, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Electrical coal-cutting machine (patent) of the “ Bur” type. 

Lloyd & Lloyd, Limited, Albion Tubs Works, Birmingham, and 
Coombs Wood Works, Halesowen. Wrought-iron and steel tubes 
for high pressure steam, water, air, heating, refrigerating, well- 
driving and casing. Examples, coils and various joints aud 
fittings. 

Arthur Lowcock, Limited, Coleham Foundry, Shrewsbury. 
" Lowcock's" improved patent fuel economiser, heating feed-water 
to steam boilers; specially constructed for single boilers and small 
spaces. Model of standard size economiser. 

Smoke Preventer Company, Limited, 10, Richmond Terrae, 
Blackburn, and 75, Queen Victoria Street, London, E. C. Working 
model of the E.S. E. patent mechanical stoker. 

Stirling Boiler Company, Limited, 2, St. Andrew Square, Edin- 
burgh. Models showing two views of boiler. A sectional view 
shows the construction of tubes and drums. 

Cameron, Hastie & Co., Limited, Sandwell Road, Handswor'h, 
Birmingham. Removable silicate sheets for boiler and pipe 
coveriug. | 

Hunt & Mitton, Oozells Street North, Birmingham. Engioe and 
boiler mountings, including pressure gauges, water gauges, check 
valves, high and low safety valves, feed-water filters, lubricators, 
sight feed lubricators in operation, steam cylinder piston lubricators, 
DBourdon's oil well with multiple distributors for steam cyliuders, 
sight feed oil syphons, crank-pin oilera, pressure indicators. 

H. & T. Dauks, Limited, Crown Boiler Works, Netherton, near 
Dudley. High-pressure “ Economic” boiler. Section of flue for 
“ Lancashire," © Cornish," or Economic" type boilers. Danks's 
pateut expansion ring for high-pressure boilers, &c. 

Electric Construction Company, Limited, Wolverhampton. One 
three-phase 100-K W. rotary converter; one 200-ampere variable- 
ratio balancer; three alternatinz-current transformers, one of 
60-K W. capacity; one Ilayward-Tyler pump, driven by electric 
motor; electrical portable drill; electric capstan and gear; 15-н P. 
three-phase motor, a 74 ditto, aud a 24 ditto, with reduction gear; 
5, 12, and 25-н.р. Bushbury motors, with reduction gear; 5, 6, and 
8-н.р. Bushbury motors; two Stafford“ four. pole motors; one 
“ Stafford " six-pole motor; one standard E.C.C. two-pole dynamo 
and one standard E.C.C. No. 7 two-pole motor, fitted with reduc- 
tion gear; two crane controllers and one capstan controller; one 
" Highfield " booster; sundry switchgear, &c. 

Heenan & Froude, Aston Ironworks, Birmingham. Electric 
hauling engines, electric capstans, steam pumps, refuse destructors, 
dynamometcrs, spherical engines. 


D. Bruce Peebles & Со., Tay Works, Edinburgh.  500-xw. 
Peebles-Willang lighting and traction generating set. 300-н р. 


continuous-current dynamo, coupled to three-phase sub-station 
motor, generators and rotaries, mining motors, continuous-current 
and three-phase geared motors, electrically-driven hauling gears, 
winches, pumps, “с. Barclay three-throw pump, driven by three- 
phase motor. 

Bumstead & Chandler, Cannock Chase Engine Works, Hednes- 
ford. High-speed engine and fan for mechanical draught and 
small Chandler pateut engine coupled to dynamo for electric 
lighting. 

Isidor Frankenburg, Limited, Rubber and Cable Works, Green- 
gate, Salford, Manchester. Drums of vulcanised rubber, armoured 
" Jead-sheathed wires and cables. Various sections aud samples of 
cables in different classes. 

Wallach Bros., engineers and mill finishers, 57, Gracechurch 
Street, London, E. C., and at 1034, Hope Street, Glasgow. Gauge 
guards, belt lifters, tube scrapers, drilling machines, asbestos, 
rubber, beltings, electrical testiug, measuring apparatus, respirators, 
face, eve, and bead guards. 

B. J. Hall & Co., 39, Victoria Street, London, S W. City. Branch: 

37, Walorook, London, E. C. Cylindrical electrical copier (Hall's 
pateut) for blue and line prints from drawings and tracings, develop- 
ing baths, photographic papers, priuts, drawing office materials and 
instruments, 
. Btern Bros, 57, Gracechurch Street, London, E C., aud at 108, 
Hope Street, Glasgow. Oils, greases, petroleum jellies, solid sterno. 
lines, asbestos compound mica cream, belting bricks, soluble oil 
glandoline, universoline, white and half-white and yellow bloomless 
oils, 

Charles Carr, Limited, Woodland Werks, Grove Lane, Smethwick. 
Steam tittings, bells of all kinds, castings of all kinds, Carr's pateut 
crucible furnace, metals and alloys, stair treads, ignition tubes, 
brazing solder. 

Crompton & Co, Limited, Salisbury House, London Wall, 
London, E.C., have a small exhibit of instruments, motors, &c. 
They also show in connection with Messrs. Whitehead, Morris 
aud Co., eight electrical motors driving printing machinery. 

R. Becker & Co., 50 aud 52, Rivington Street, Curtain Road, 
London, Е.С. Kiessling’s woodworking machinery, electric motors, 
drilling machines. . 

J. Sagar & Co., Limited, Canal Works, Halifax. “Premier” hand 
and roller feed surface planing, moulding and thicknessing machine. 
Heavy double-geared roller-feed planing aud thicknessing machiue, 
to plaue up to 24 iu. wide. 

Thomas Robinson & Son, Limited, Railway Works, Rochdale. 
Wood working machiaery. 

Alfred Herbert, Limited, machiu2 tool makers, Coventry. Auto- 
matic and semi-automatic labout-saving machine tools in motion. 
Turret lathes, automat ie screw machines, milling machines, cutter 
grinding machines, sensitive drilling machines, small tools. 

Ferranti, Limited, Ilollinwood, Lancashire. $Switebgear con- 


trolling the Exhibition generators and power and lighting scheme, 
also C.C. meters, transformers, fuses, resistauces, rectitier, &c. 

J. Rhodes & Sons, Limited, Grove Iron Works. Wakefield, 
Yorkshire. Sheet metal working machinery for stamping tin and 
gheet-ironware. 

Holt & Willetts, Lion Works and Victoria Foundry, Cradley 
Heath. Electric and power lifts in motion, overhead traveller, 
pulley blocks, jacks, crabs, and punching bears. 

Walter Somers & Co., Limited, Hiywood Forze, Halesowen, near 
Birmingham. Steel and iron forgings of every description up to 
30 tons. Connecting and piston rods, craukshafts, — 

Tangyes, Limited, Cornwall Works, Birmingham. Tangyes' gas 
engine, Ott)“ principle. Tangyes' patents. 100 effective working 
brake horae-power, fitted with self-starter. 

S.nith & Coventry, Limited, Gresley Iron Works, Salford, Man- 
chester. Machine for milling, bevel wheel-cutting (automatic), 
radial drilling, planing, turning and boring mills, flat turret and 
improved s^rew-cutting lathes. 

Sandycroft Foundry Company, Limited, near Chester.—Air com- 
pressor with “ Daws” patent valves, driven by slow speed semi- 
enclosed four-pole “ Saudycroft " electric motor aud driving 21 in. 
"Little Hercules" rock drill. Electrically driven model of 10 
head “High Bank" gold stamp mill—falling weight 1,500 lbs. 
Miscellaneous stamp parts. )J 

Bever, Dorling & Co., Limited, Dawsbury Foundry, Dewsbury. 
—QOne combined steam dynamo. One tbree-throw vertical plunger 
pump suitable for high pressure boiler feed up to 200 lbs. to the 
S]. in. Automatic slow starting motor. Опе main switchboard. 
One Bever's patent duplex pumping engine, 6-in. cylinders, 4-in. 
pumps suitable for general pump purposes, boiler pump, fire 

ump. 

à Phanix Dynamo Manufacturing Company, Joseph Street. Works, 
Braiford, Yorks.—40 kw. steam dynamo, 500 revs. (Bever, Dorling 
and Co.’s engines. 10-в.н.р. standard semi-enclosed motor, coupled 
to pump. 

D. Selby, Bigge & Co., electric power engineers, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Branches: London, Glasgow and Swansea.—Compound 
high pressure generating set, rated at 200 E. II. P. capable of 25 per 
cent. overload. Main switchboard. lectrice winch. Various 
motors, Model of punching and sheariug machine electrically 
driven. 

Auderston Foundry Company, Limited, 100, Cheapside Street, 
Glasgow.—Quick, rotative, self-lubricating, enclosed engine with 
generator. 

Mirrlees Watson Company, Limited, 51, Scotland Street, Glas- 
gow.—30-H P. patent self-lubrieating siugle-actinz compound high 
speed engine with dynamo. 60-H.P. engines, similar to above, with- 
out. dynamo. 

W. Н. Willcox & Co, Limited, 23, 34 and 35, Southwark Streat, 
London, SE. Cylinder aud lubricating oils, engine packings, 
valves and boiler mountings, Willcox-Sim rotary pumps, Venberthy 
injectors, X-L. ejectors, patent wire bound hose, leather belting. 

Hiram Maxim Lamp Company, Limited, 17, Suafiesbury Avene, 
London, W. “Rex” lamp (king of electric lamps), also the 
spiralette (crystal device for increasing the light of lampe). 

Hordern & Mason, Vulcan Works, Vesey Street, Birmingham. 
Machinery for sheet-metal trades 

John Baird, 99, Milton Street, Port Dundas, Glasgow. Glass for 
table, lamp, gas, electric and incandescent light globes. 

James Stott & Co., 41, Paradise Street, Birmingham. Fans for 
ventilating, removing dust, drying, &, driven by means of belt, 
electric current, or water. 

Edison and Swan United Electric Light Company. Limited. 
36—37, Q icen Street, Cheapside, London, E C. Etectric lamps, of 
all descriptions; electric motors aud machinery; electric fittings 
and a^cessories. 

Tavlor & Challen, Limited, Derwent Foundry, Cons'itution Hill, 
Birmingham. Power press?s and dies, drawing, stamping, and 
cutting seamless articles fr:m sheets. — Notehiug aud panching 
presses for armature dises. 

Frictionless Engine Packing Company, Limited, Mendham Vale 
Works, Harpurhey, Manchester. Karnal steam and hydraulic 
packing; patent metallic packing; patent semi metallic packing; 
patent “ Roko-cdge " beltiug, red aud black; special “ Roko " belt 

aste. 

E Thompson Bros., Bradley Boiler Works, Bilston. 
galvanising baths, chemical vats aud tanks. 

Mica Boiler Covering Company, Limited, Cornwall Buildings, 
35, Qaeen Victoria Street, London, B.C. Removable coverings in 
flexible and moulded form, for boilers, steam pipes, hot and cold 
water pipes, and refrigerating plants. 


Solid welded 


EXHIBITS IN GROUNDS. 


Galloways, Limited, Knott Mill Iron Works, Manchester. One 
300-n.P. Galloway high-speed engine, enclosed type, with forced 
lubrication and Lindley'’s patent throttling governor, coupled to 
Mather & Platt muitipolar generator. 

John Thompson, Ettingshall Boiler Works, Wolverhampton. 
Miehine made Lancashire boiler, 30 ft. long, х ft diameter. 

Danks & Co. (Oldbury), Limited, Oldbury Boiler Works, near 
Birminghim. “Caball” vertical water-tube boiler, 690 LHP. 
Malti-tnbular dry-back marine type boiler, 14 ft. long x 11 tt. 6 in. 
diameter. 

E. Green & Son, Limited, 2, Exchange Street, Manchester, and 
Works, Wakefield, Yorks. Green's improved риспе fuel econo- 
miser for віса а boilers, utilises waste flue gases to heat boiler feed 
water. 


C. Wuest & Co, Seebach-Zurich, Switzerland. Electrical 
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machinery. Transformation of continuous current into three-phase 
alternating, and use of same in driving machines, through motors, 
with several speeds. 

International Pneumatic Tool Company, Limited, Palace 
Chambers, 9, Bridge Street, Westminster, London, S.W. “Little 
Giant" pneumatic tools and compressed air appliances generally 
(in operation). 

Of the executive staff we may mention Mr. H. A. Hedley, 
technical adviser, who was so much in evidence over the 
Glasgow Exhibition; Mr. J. H. Cundall, general manager 
and engineer, who, from our knowledge of him of old, 
we feel sure will leave no stone unturned in his department 
to ensure the success of the Exhibition from both an 
engincering and commercial standpoint; Mr. Stephen 
Watkins, secretary, who, with Mr. Pearson, one of the 
honorary auditors, courteously showed us many little 
attentions ; Mr. Percival С. Cannon, assistant engineer ; and 
Мт. A. С. Freeman, assistant electrical engineer. 

The President is the Right Hon. the Earl of Dartmouth ; 
and there are no less than 66 vice-presidents, several being 
leaders of engineering and science. 

The Executive Council is very numerous and representa- 
tive, and amongst tte London Honorary Committee we 
notice the names of Sir Frederick Abel, Lord Alverstone, 
sir Daniel Cooper, Prof. Dewar, James Dredge, Sir Douglas 
Fox, Sir Henry Mance, James Paxman, Sir W. H. Preece, 
J. W. Swan, and other prominent personages. The hon. 
secretaries to the London Committee are W. J. 
Soulsby, Esq., C.B., and G. Gaskell Exton, Esq., M. I. M. E. 

If our first impressions are not misleading, we shall 
expect later on to learn that the Wolverhampton Exhibition 
has turned ont in its smaller sphere, as great a success, in all 
respects, as did that of Glasgow, which is saying a good deal, 
and if good wishes can help on the movement, those of the 
ELECTRICAL Review are tendered with the heartiest cordi- 
ality to the promoters and all concerned in the welfare of 
the progressive Staffordshire town. 


LONDON'S RAPID TRANSIT SCHEMES. 


[COMMUNICATED. ] 


IN his paper on “ London's Tubes, Trams, and Trains, 
1902," read before the Society of Arts some weeks ago, 
Mr. Clifton Robinson has, with great ability, presented a 
most extensive epitome of the needs of London for rapid 
transit, and the attempts which have, up to date, been made 
to cope with these requirements. 

It is refreshing to observe that Mr. Clifton Robinson 
considered it needless to dwell upon the rapid development 
of the uses of electricity ; electrical men are easily bored by 
that sort of thing. | 

The first part of the paper shows conclusively that electric 
traction has advanced with great rapidity even in this slow 
old country. Perhaps it is well that there is some inertia in 
the British constitution, for this will prevent the clectric 
traction industry from dying suddenly, and во there will not 
be а glut of unemployed tramway engineers in our institutions 
for poor relief, when some master brain evolves a superior 
system. 

There is little to be said upon Mr. Robinson’s remarks on 
the Tramways Act of 1870, except in concurrence therewith. 
This crying evil makes the respective gorges of all good 
tramway men to rise when they think of its heinous purchase 
clause, which causes the fruits of years of arduous lubour to 
be collected by those who were bitter foes to the promotion 
of the tramway scheme. 

The author of the paper has expressed a strongly adverse 
criticism of the action of the Metropolitan Railway Company 
in determining upon the construction of a station scparate 
from that of the District Company. Without discussing the 
wisdom of the engineers as evinced by the selection of sites 
and plant, it will appear to most people that there is not £o 
much advantage in centralisation as would justify Mr. 

tobinson in referring to it as “an essential clement to 
economy and cfliciency.” The problems of distribution are 
often more effectually met when two stations are dicidcd 
upon; furthermore, the performances of stations, wlile 
showing a sharp grade of reduction in cost as the capacity 
increases from small to medium sizes, do not exhibit this 


rapid increase in economy when large capacity stations are 
considered. The cost of power does not become much 
lessened when the capacity of the station exceeds 10, 000 KW., 
and, after all, power is the cheapest thing in electric 
traction. 

When Mr. Robinson refers to the glory of the London 
United Tramway Company's system, it causes one to envy 
the management of the company, which has traffic enough, 
and more than enough, in its district, to pay for the provision 
of that palatial design which contributes so much to the 
excellence of the services performed to the public. 

The “shallow tunnel” will certainly not be vetoed on 
account of the outside seat difficulty. In time to come the 
British public will lose its love for the top seat, and anyhow, 
the idea is not so much to take the air as to get to business 
and away from it as quickly as possible. A tramway com- 
pany in the Midlands worked one route with single-decked 
cars for some time, and when enough double-decked cars 
were available, put them on this route in place of the small 
cars. The travelling public were at once loud in their 
denunciation of the top-deck cars, and almost prayed for the 
restitution of their dear little single-deckers. | 

Tramway men will at least agree with Mr. Robinson 
when he says that “ this talk of tramways not being taxed 
I8 nonsense pure and simple." That the directorate of a 
railway company should refer to tramway competition as 
* unfair" is unfair in itself, because such authority would 
lend weight to the expression when repeated by the opposers 
of any scheme. 

In answer tothe query, * In what form shall the power be 
applied on surface tramways ? Mr. Robinson says :—“ To 
this I still unhesitatingly answer on behalf of the overhead 
trolley." While not losing sight of the advantages of the 
trolley system, it is well to consider the conduit as something 
which has quite a lot to be said in its favour. The surface 
contact system hardly merits consideration, and the writer is 


of opinion that in 20 years’ time this peculiar cross-breed 


wil be derided as a mechanical and electrical abortion. 
Reverting to the subject of the conduit, it is safe to say on 
its behalf that from mechanical considerations the system is 
superior to the overhead trolley, and that the course of 
experience will make it practically perfect. Of course it is 
not a suitable system for any but densely crowded city 
streets, where the traffic will pay for the outlay, and in all 
other places the trolley is good enough for tramways. 

No one who has read Mr. Robinson's paper would fail to 
be struck with his evident appreciation of the fact that the 
great needs of the London public in rapid transit will make 
it good for the interests which may control the organisation 
which i8 to mcet those requirements. | 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC OSCILLATIONS. 
BY RANKIN KENNEDY. 


II. 


Ix further elucidation of the manner in which oscillations 
are propagated over the surface of a large insulated globe 
from one point to another, according to the theory that it is 
the globe’s electrical condition that is disturbed, and the 
oscillations are confined to a superficial charge, the fact 
that a globe even of the dimensions of the earth could be 
charged by a not unusual quantity of electricity is of im- 
portance ; the amount is no greater than that required to 
charge an Atlantic submarine cable. 

Now, supposing for a time we had a means of charging 
a globe, and the field of force produced polarised vertically, 
being a sphere, these lines would be radial all over the globe, 
and so long as no change occurred in the charge, no indica- 
tions of its presence could be easily detected. And suppose 
again we had a means of detecting an electric field, akin to 
the magnetic needle, which detects a magnetic ficld and 
indicates its direction, this indicator would stand perpendicular 
tothe surface. А detector of this kind for exploring electric 
fields can be best made of a dry pile. An extremely light dry 
pile delicately suspended when placed in an electric field at 
once aligns itself parallel to the lines of electric force, its 
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positive end pointing to the negative pole and its negative 


end towards the positive pole, acting as a detector and 
indicator, 

Placed in a field between neutral bodies it, like the mag- 
netic needle, is indifferent or attracted in directions drawn 
by its own field ; but suppose this electric needle suspended 
anywhere over the electrified globe, and the globe to be 
negatively electrified, the pile would be compelled to point 
its positive end downwards, and if the globe’s charge were 
reversed, the pile would be simultaneously reversed, making 
a half-turn on its axis of suspension. And so by reversing 
the charge on the globe, we could waggle the pile from side 
to side, no matter on what spot the pile happened to be 
situated on the globe, and these right and left swings could 
form ordinary needle instrument signals ; therein we have the 
key to wireless telegraphy round a globe. This is represented 
diagrammatically in fig. 2. At a is the supposed electric charge 
reverser, by means of which the globe can be charged 
positive or negative at will ; at в we have the suspended pile, 
which will turn its one or other end downwards according to 
the sign of the charge on the globe. So far then we could 
have wireless telegraphy all over a globe of any size, provided 
we could charge it electrically and reverse its charge at will. 
And it is quite practicable to work a model telegraph of this 
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Dry ile electric field explorer. 


Fic. 3, 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC OSCILLATIONS. 


The next hypothesis clears away the difficulty of the 
opposite charges required to work as in the foregoing experi- 
ment, for the opposite charges may be separated on the 
globe itself. 

The oscillations may be set up on a ball without actual 
connection of the oscillator with the ball. This system has 
been employed on the continent; the lower end of the 
oscillator terminates in a coil or plate which, although not 
directly connected to earth, is connected inductively thereto. 
Fig. 3 shows the application of the dry pile for the purpose 
of exploring electric fields stationary or oscillating slowly. 

Clerk Maxwell assumed that electricity moved off from 
points at a high potential as a charged mass of air in the 
form of an invisible electric cloud, and showed by experiment 
that electrified air could exist in close proximity to the earth 
or conductors without discharge; and we must therefore 
not only consider the part played by the earth, but also that 


- played by the atmosphere in any scientific explanation of 


wireless telegraphy other than that worked on the straight 
line theory. To the man in the street it sounds convincing 
to tell him that the messages are conveyed by oscillations or 
* waves in the ether travelling like light, but it is not con- 


vincing to the science student who wants to know how 


* they get round the corner." 


A New Tyre Or CONTINUOUS CURRENT ARC LAMP. 


description, without wires over a large globe, with slow 
oscillations of charge over its surface. Applied to the earth 
as а globe we must, of course, explain where the opposite 
charge exists on the other side of the dielectric; that is the 
difficulty at first presented, but confining our consideration 
to the artificial globe at present, which being in a room or 
near the earth, there is no difficulty about the existence of 
the opposite charge. All that the experiment is intended to 
convey is that signalling between two points on a ball is 
perfectly feasible on ordinary electrostatic theories. 

A Branly detector fixed to the globe would also respond 
to the reversals of charge, for a current would pass at each 
reversal. Thus, according to this theory, we confine our 
chief examination to the earth instead of neglecting the 
earth and going into the clouds. 


A NEW TYPE OF CONTINUOUS CURRENT 
ARC LAMP. 


0 —— ——— — 


By FRANK LEWIS. 


CoxTINUOUS current open arc lamps, in spite of the many 
denials by interested manufacturers, do, in fact, giye more 
light for a given consumption of energy than enclosed lamps. 
On the other hand, for many purposes, the cost of carbons 
and trimming, and the trouble entailed therewith, make it 
preferable to employ the long-burning lamp. Another point 


in favour of the enclosed lamp of great value for street 
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lighting, is that only those rays of light are of importance 
which reach midway between two arc lamps, and these par- 
ticular rays are not much less with the enclosed than with 
the open type. For street illumination with any type of 
lamp there is always quite enough light in the immediate 
neighourhood of the posts, and it is the distribution of light 
to greater distances that presents the difficulty, А dis- 
advantage with the open are is that on modern supply 
networks of 200 to 250 volts pressure, five open arcs must be 
run in series., and consequently a breakdown may involve 
the extinguishing of the whole circuit. Besides, each lamp 
requires the complication of a cut-out and a substitutional 
resistance, 

When Bradford doubled its pressure to 230 volts, Mr. 
Gibbings. the engineer at that time, suggested the use of 
two small open arcs running in one lamp. Two such lamps 
were then run in series on the 230 volts. This to some 
extent minimised the objection to doubling the pressure 
with arc lighting, and no doubt if enclosed lamps had then 
been as perfect as they are now, Mr. Gibbings would have 
run the two arcs in опе globe, which would have enabled a 
a single lamp to be run singly on the higher pressure. 

The writer has designed an arc lamp on these lines, but 
has obviated the complication of having a separate 
mechanism to control each of the arcs. The arrangement 
is such that when the current is switched off each pair of 
carbons is brought into contact. The mechanism is во 
designed that its first action after switching on is to lock 
the upper carbons together in the position they take up when 
touching the lower carbons, so that they are rigidly clamped 
together. The next action consists of their being drawn 
apart, thus striking both the arcs. When the current is 
switched off the action is reversed, the carbons being 
unlocked from one another so that both pairs touch. The 
perfect action of the lamp presupposes that the carbons 
consume at the same rate, and it has been found in practice 
that if modern carbons are employed this assumption is 
correct. After 40 or 50 hours’ run the variation in con- 
sumption is found by experiments to be «y in., and it is 
seldom, if ever, that any lamp is required to be run for a 
greater time than 16 hours continuously. А cross-section 
of the lamp is sliown in fig. 1. 

The lower carbons are fixed, one of them marked 4 being 
connected to the body of the lump, and the other marked x 
is insulated. A central tube to which the two lower carbons 
ure fixed is shown marked c. "The two carbons are sur- 
rounded by an enclosing globe. The upper carbons are 
fixed respectively into two spring carbon holders, one 
marked b being insulated from, and the one marked к being 
connected to, the body of the lamp. The current is led 
through р, thence from the arc to the lower carbon А, 
through the body of the lamp to the upper carbon, к, through 
the are and the insulated carbon, в, to the other terminal. 
Fach carbon holder is linked to a lever, к, to the spindle of 
which two discs, к, are rigidly fixed. This spindle is loosely 
pivotted in a cast metal framework to which a rod, c, is 
fixed which slides in the tube, c. The bearings of the 
spindle are made very large to allow of a certain amount of 
movement vertically apart from the lever. Оп the frame- 
work of the casting four stops marked m are provided, 
turned concentric with tlie pivotting hole, the stops being 
cut about zt, in. below the horizontal diameter. A 
clutch, 1, of similar type to that employed on the carbons 
of the ordinary enclosed lamp is actuated by a solenoid 
through which the current passes to the arcs, and by the 
movement of the rod, G, controls the lamp. 

The action is as follows :— When the lamp is switched on 
the clutch, 1, is pulled up -by the core of the solenoid, thus 
lifting the cast framework by the rod, с, and pushing up 
the stops, II. The discs are thereby locked, and retain the 
carbons in the same position as they are when both pairs are 
touching before the circuit is closed. Any further move- 
ment of the clutch separates the carbons. Directly the 
current is switched off the stops, н, unlock the discs. 

Ineidental to the system is the grcat advantage that no 
suuut coil is necessary for the magnetic control as is tle 
cise when two or more arc lamps are run in series. 

In the lamp described 9 nim. carbons are employed for a 
current of. three amperes which, however, reduces the heurs 
of burning of the lamp to 90, but the writer considers it 


inadvisable to use thicker carbons than this on account of 
the sacrifice of economy. 

Care is taken that the enclosing globe should be suffi- 
ciently gas tight to prevent great diffusion of the gases as, 
should there be too much admittance of air into the arc 
chamber the ends of the carbons do not become so graphi- 
tised as they do when diffusion is kept within limits. This 
has an important bearing on the efficiency of enclosed 
lamps, as not only does it make the carbons consume faster 
but the graphitised end of the carbon reaches a higher 
temperature than the ungraphitised end, which increases the 
efficiency. 

The lamp is being manufactured by the Reason Manu- 
facturing Company, Limited. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal M P. Тномрвон & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agents, 822, High Holborn, Lon W.O., and at Liverpool, to whom ali 
inquiries should be addressed. 


8,620. ‘Improvements in or applicable to the trolley heads of electric care.” 
H. Craven and J. R. GARNER, April 14th. 


8,600. Improved insulating lapping for electric wires.“ E. T. WHITELOW. 
April 14th. 


8,613. ‘Improvements in or connected with means for damping the oscilla- 
tions of the hands or pointers of electrical measuring instruments or the like." 
F. Н. NALDEn and NALDER Bros. & THOMPSON, LIMITED. April 14th. (Complete.) 


8.645. An improved method of automatically regulating the flow of liquids 
gases, electricity, chemicals and powders." W. P. MiLEs. April l4th. 


8,667. An improvement in the method of regulating the pressure of alter- 
nating current dynamo-clectric generators." SIEMENS Bros. & Co., LIMI1ED. 
Siemens & Halske, Aktien Gesellschaft, Germany.) April 14th. (Complete. 


8,070. '*Improvements in electric arc lamps." T. L. CARBONE, April lith. 
(Com plete.) 


8,717. '' Improvements in or relating to electric lamps." W. Farrsvex-Harr 
(The Genere! Electric Company, United States.) April 15th. (Complete.) 


8,718. Improved means for securing and adjusting the active laminated 
rings of electrical machines and motors in their frames.“ SIEMENS Bros. AND 
Co., Limiten, (Siemens & Halske, Aktien-Gesellschaít, Germany.) April 15th. 
(Complete.) 


8,754. ‘Improvements relating to rail bonds or connections for electric 
railways.” H. H. Lake. (E. G. Thomas, United States.) April 15th. (Complcte.) 

8.788. “Improvements in alternate current measuring and indicating in- 
struments.” L. ANprEWws. April 15th. 


8,789, "Improvements in and relating to electrical distributing systems." 
L. ANDMIEWS. April 150. 


8,794. ‘Mechanism for recessing trolley wires.“ W. A. McCarLvx. April 
150. (Complete.) 

8,796. “Improvements in or in connection with electric controlling devices." 
H. C. FnokLich and E. P. Barko. April 151. 


8,09. ‘Improvements in circuit controllers." J. J. Онлодм and E. J. Geis- 
жою. April 156. (Complete.) 


8,824. Improved means for suspending overhead wires for electric traction.“ 
Т. Gre@son. April 16th, 


8,858. “A process and device for producing effective and reliable electrical 
ignitions of explosive substances." Н, W. HELLMANN, April 16th. 


8.869. Improved apparatus for the application of the electric light to 
medical purposes.“ A. Brook. April 16th. 


8,866. * Improvements in wireless electrical communications." H. BROOKER, 
W. H. Goss and J. Lea. April 16th. 


8,872. “Improvements in switches for electric lighting." S. Васи. April 
16th. (Complcte.) 


8.878, “Improvements in protecting devices for overhead electric traction 
systems., W. Котик око. (J. Roberts, Natal.) April 16th. 


a. «Mj. “Improvements in electric are lamps" G. М, Јонхѕом. (Volthom 
Elektrizituts Gesellschaft, Aktien Gesellschaft, Germany, April 16th. 

8.892, Improvements in, and relating to, electrically-wound clocks," H.H, 
Lak, (Akticbolaget Svenska Elektriska Urfabriken, Sweden.) 

8,948. Improvements in or relating to switch reversing devices on motor 
cars or other vehicles.“ G. Sriiz. April 17th. 

8,017. * Improvements in electric arc lamps." L. Wirtz. April 17th. 

8,069. "''Improvements in dynamo-electric generators.” H. J. Happan. 
(H. L. Peck, United States.) April 17th. (Complete.) 

9,010. “Improvements in and relating to the manufacture of electric con- 
ductrrs.” S. G. Вкомх. April sth. 


9,044. "Improvements in and relating to telephonic apparatus." 8. С. 
Brows. April listh. 


9,049. “Improvements in air valves for radiators.” F. W. LEUTHEs«FR, 
(Date applied for under Patents Act, 1601, December 2nd, 1901, being date of 
application in United States.) April 150. (Complete.) 

9.057. An improved method of winding for electric machines and ap- 
pliances.“ R. Rover. April isth, 

0,062. “Improvements in connection with electric arc lamps.” F. Grsixe 
and J. AUERBACH. April lsth. 

9,0fM. ''linproveruents in electric tram and railways on а secticnal соп: 
ductor system.“ J. Leigmion and R. НАскіхо. April 18th. 

9,071. Improvements in series resistances for Nernst lamps." NENNST 
Кыкбанс Ligur Linirep. April 1th. 

9,077. An automatic life-guard for the electric tramears.“ W. Jacksox. 
April 19th. 

9,135. Improvements in coin-freed electric meters.“ Тнк Biatisn 
Towson. Носьтох Company, Listrep, and F. IIoLEN. April 19th. 


9113. ‘Improvements in the production of secondary electric currents.“ 
R. Grisson, April 19th. 
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ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS AND 
^ LEGISLATION. 


We have received from the Secretary of the Institution 
of Electrica! Engineers the important resolutions passed 
by the Council on 10th inst., and we congratulate both 
the Institution and Mr. Madgen upon the practical steps 
they have taken, which we are sure will give general 
satisfaction to the industry, and go far te dispel the 
growing feeling among many members of the Institution 
of dissatisfaction with the inertness of the Council with 
reference to the serious Legislative restrictions under which 
electricity supply labours in this country. 

It will be seen on perusal of the resolutions, which 
we published last week, that they set out the facts 
of the case in а concise, business-like way, and suggest 


reasonable and practical remedies for the evils under 


which the business suffers. They point out that the back- 
ward. condition of the business is due to the restrictive 
character of the legislation governing the initiation and 
development of electric power and traction undertakings, 
especially through the powers of obstruction possessed by 
the municipalities. 

Reference is made to the necessity for areas of supply to 
be selected on the basis of economic principles and industrial 
demands, the limitation of districts of supply to the boun- 
daries of local authorities beinz quite out of keeping with 
modern developments of distribution over large arcas by long- 
dietunce transmission, Allusion is naturally made to the 
relief of congested centres by the promotion of light rail- 


. ways and its assistance in solving the housing question. 


The remedies suggested are the amendment of the Electric 
Lighting Acts; the Tramways Act, 1570 ; the veto of the 
local authorities, and the adoption of the recommendations 
of the Joint Select Committee of Parliament, 1898, on 
* Electrical Energy, Generating Stations and Supply." 

А reform in the procedure for obtaining provisional 
orders—in order to save time and expense—is naturally put 
forward, and voices the complaints repeatedly made of the 
vexatious conditions under which the right to supply elec- 
tricity under statutory powers are obtained. Of course, the 
position of the local authorities with reference to their 
assent to the grant of powers must be urged as most 
injurious to the progress of the business, not only in the 
facility it gives for obstruction, but in exacting onerous 
arrangements prejudicial to the interests alike of under- 
takers and consumers. 

A timely allusion is made to the excellent arrangements 
made in Switzerland for regulating and promoting the 
industry, by combined action on the part of the Technical 
Departments of the Government and the Association of 
Electrical Engineers, somewhat equivalent to a body in this 
country if it were composed of members of the Institution, 
acquainted with both the engineering and commercial 
branches of the subject, consulting with the Board of Trade 
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on regulations for dealing with technical matters, and such 
legislation as may be from time to time necessary. 

To obtain, if possible, the sympathy and support of the 
Government, it is proposed to ask Lord Salisbury to receive 
a deputation for the purpose of urging the reforms necessary 
for enabling electrical engineering in this country to increase 
the prosperity of the industry, and to compete successfally 
with American, German, and other foreign manufacturers. 

We heartily wish success to the efforts of the Committee, 
and have no doubt that they will receive the enthusiastic 
support of the electrical interests, and that the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers will derive considerable strength 
from thus actively undertaking the steps so necessary for 
relieving the business from the disabilities under which it 
has so long suffered. 

We have also reccived a copy of the evidence taken by 
the Committee, with which we shall deal at another time, 
as it contains much valuable information and important 
suggestions for remedying the evils complained of. 


By the decision of the Committee which 

The London County met on May Ist and 2nd for the con- 

Supply Bui ^ sideration of this Bill, а great and real 

danger from municipal competition to the 

industry in the distribution of electricity in London has 
been happily warded off. 

Although the Bill had passed a second reading in the 

House of Commons (personally opposed by Mr. Gerald 
Balfour) and had been carried on a division, the Committee 
dealt with the case unprejudiced by the division, in which 
the Bill had been passed by a small majority, їп а meeting 
of the House which had been scantily attended. 
Our readers will only realise its insidious nature when 
~ they understand that in one clause it practically would have 
enabled the London County Council at any time, irrespec- 
tive of the 42 vears’ life of the London companies, by 
securing the unanimity of a majority of the interests, and 
by agreement with, say, the London Electric Supply Сог- 
poration, to have bought up all the rights of that company 
over seven or eight of the electric lighting areas of London, 
‘including Deptford Station, and having thus stepped into 
the shoes of that company to have become in lieu thereof 
the second competing undertaker in all the areas in which 
that company now has power to compete. 

This means that such companies as the Westminster, St. 
James's, the Chelsea and others would, before the termina- 
tion of the first period of their concession, have found them- 
selves face to face with competition supported by the local 
rates, Although there may be no 1ecord of any authorita- 
tive decision that the pioneer companies in London should 
never be exposed to such unfair compctition, our readers 
who have followed this question must feel convinced that 
neither Parliament nor the Board of Trade ever intended 
that the болес fide investments of the publie in electric 
lighting should be so unfairly jeopardised. The admirable 
arguments of Mr. Balfour Browne, Mr. Pember, and of Mr. 
Moon on the second day, as well as the opposition of the 
Corporation of Westminster on special grounds, were, we 
are glad to know, in the cause of bare justice to the investor 
in electric lighting industries, allowed to prevail. 


The Workmen's ExcouRAGED, doubtless, by the success 
Compensation Act. of former appeals to the Ilouse of Lords 
in relation to the Workmen’s Compensation Act, the 
appellants in the case of Wrigley z. Whittaker, which was 
heard in the Upper House on April 20th, sought to extend the 


operation of the Act in a new direction. It appeared that 
the applicant was the widow of a man who met with his 
death in the following circumstances : He wasin the employ- 
ment of Messrs. Bagley & Wright, a firm of wheelwrights. 
They entered into a contract with a firm of cotton manu- 
facturers to construct a new fly-wheel in the cotton mill. 
The applicant's husband met with an injury which caused 
his death while he was assisting at the erection of the fly- 
wheel. In these circumstances his widow claimed compen- 
sation on the ground that the work at which he was employed 
was an engineering work,and that the respondente were under- 
takers. The arbitrator decided in favour of the employers, 
and his decision was upheld by the Court of Appeal. Mr. 
Asquith, who argued the case in the House of Lords, 
submitted that inasmuch as the respondents used a portion 
of the premises for the purpose of carrying out the work of 
repairing the fly-wheel, they should be termed occupiers 
within the meaning of the Compensation Act, and that they 
were therefore liable. The Lord Chancellor, however, 
refused to adopt this argument, saying—** The Act cannot be 
construed as applying to a case such as that before us. This 
place was not a factory within the meaning of the Act, and 
an accident, if the Act is to apply, must happen in or about 
the factory of the employer.” It is interesting to consider 
what would have been the result had the House of Lords 
adopted the argument put forward on behalf of the appellants. 
A firm of electrical engineers might send an employé down 
to the country to erect an installation at a country house, 
where appliances for preventing accidents would of necessity 
bescarce. In such a case, if the case under notice had been 
otherwise decided, ап accident happening to the workman 
might have rendered the employer liable. 16 is satisfactory 
to note that the House of Lords has refused to extend the 
Act in this manner. 


SPEAKING generally, we think it is safe 
to say that a good engineer is rarely a 
good accountant. The training in the two cases is entirely 
different, When an engineer has any problem to work out, 
he will take his slide rule or a scrap of paper, and having 
arrived at the solution, the slide rule goes back to his 
pocket, and the paper is tossed aside as of no further use. 
On the other hand, a man with a clerical or office training 
would keep a record of any figures or process for future 
reference. 

À combination of the best qualities of the engineer and 
the accountant is of considerable advantage; is, in fact, 
indispensable to the managing engineer, who is responsible 
alike for the commercial and the engineering management 
of any establishment, As, however, the combination is rare, 
mechanical aids, such as card systems and a variety of 
labour-saving forms, are generally adopted in works as а cor- 
rective. There is, in short, a kind of workshop ritual to be 
performed in order to prevent things drifting into chaos. 
Ritual may be overdone as much in a works as in other 
spheres, when it becomes а hindrance rather than a help. 
It requires, therefore, the exercise of no small amount of 
judgment to determine at what point the ** system " becomes 
unprofitable ; when the game ceases to be worth the candle. 
„Card systems,” though looked upon as an American inven- 
tion, have been used in this country for at least 12 years. 
These remarks are prompted by a paper on “ Co-operation 
and Mechanical Aids to Workshop Cost-keeping,” which 
was read on the 18th inst. before the North-east Coast 
Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, by R. P. Link. 

Whilst there is nothing strikingly novel in the paper 
itself, anything that tends to impress upon manufacturers 
aud works managers the extreme importance of keeping accu- 
rate records of time, materials, amd coste is welcome. The 
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author makes а great, point of the cultivation of a feeling of 
good fellowship between master and man, in order to secure the 
co-operation of the latter in providing accurate records of 
what is actually going on in the works. This is the co- 
operation referred to in the title. Now, estimating is the 


soul of a business. If the estimating is wrong, it matters not - 


how full of work an establisament may be, its doom is 
certain ; in fact, the greater the turnover the sooner and 
greater will be the smash. The author of the paper referred 
to is a great believer in mechanical systems, and refers to 
time records, calculators, time stamps, costs estimators, 
automatic book. keepers, wages check deliverers and calcu- 
lators, and automatic wage-paying machines. “ Тһеве 
machines," he says, when used in combination with one 
another give such positive results, with such accuracy, that, 
. . . . With such infallible workers mistakes and errors are 
not possible." A somewhat bold assertion surely! Granting 
this, however, it is not enough to know the prime, or pro- 


duction costs. The estimator must know what percentage 


of standing charges to add in order to arrive at the total 
costs, Now, in a works of any magnitude, in which the 
amount of work in hand varies considerably from time to 
time, the percentage of standing charges varies also ; and 
there is no machine nor system which will compute this. 

The state of the market is another factor which the 
estimator has to take into account, for, after all, the esti- 
mated price for any work is not so much а question of what 
it is worth, as what one is likely to get. The superiority of 
time-recording clocks over the ordinary “board” system is 
rightly insisted on. Not only should the time of entering 
and leaving the works be recorded by this means, but also 
the time of commencing and finishing work on any job. 
For this means, recording clocks must be placed on every 
floor, or in every departibent of a works in a convenient 
position. 

The author describes in detail the various methods of 
time recording, pointing out the advantages of each, and xe 
quite agree with him that some such system is necessary to 
prevent “leakage, and save these golden hours and 
sovereigns,” but we must just point out the danger of going 
to extremes in “ systems,” until they become ritualistic, and 
are looked upon as an end rather than a means. 

Another paper bearing upon the same subject was rea 
before the same Institution on March 21st, the full title 
being * Workshop Records: a Heview and Comparison of 
Existing Methods, with Special Reference to the Use of 
Files and Cards instead of Books." The title is sufficiently 
comprehensive to indicate the scope of the paper. The 
card system is described in considerable detail, and deals 
with records of orders for work /o be done; of labour or 


work done: of material, raw, in progress, and finished ; and 
of establishment charges. Samples of cards and records are 
given, and the paper is one that will repay careful study by 
all managers of works who are not already familiar with the 
subject. 


French Electric Automobiles.—A new type of electric 
automobile, designed by Milde and manufactured by the Société de 
l'Electromotion, is described in a recent issue of the Centralblatt f. 
Accumulatoren und Elementenkunde. The carriage is driven by the 
rear, and is steered by the front, wheels. The battery weighs 550— 
570 kgs., and has 150 ampere-hours capacity on a 5-hour discharge. 
It is made up of 42 cella, 21 carried in the front portion and 18 in 
the rear portion of the vehicle. A landau by the same firm, 
weighing with its battery 1,700 kgs. (battery alone 550 kgs.), carries 
six persons and attains a speed of 14 3 kms. per hour on level roads, 
with an expenditure of energy equal to 59 3 watt-hours per ton-km. 
For higher speeds tbe power consumption is proportionately 
greater, the figures given by the firm b ing as follows :—Speed 20:5 
km. per hour, energy required 60:1 watt-hours per ton-km.; speed 
29:2 kms. per hour, energy required 68 4 watt-hours per ton-km. Оп 
the bad zoads of Paris the energy consumption гове to 80 watt-houra 
per ton-km. 


t the break, апа г the primary of the induction coil. 


WALTERS RONTGEN RAY APPARATUS. 


— 


IN the ELECTRICAL, Review, Vol. 48, p. 142, we gave a 
description of the design of an induction coil devised by 
Dr. Walter, of Hamburg, for use with the Wehnelt elec- 
trolytic break, the object being to get the best results from 


. the coil when used to excite a Röntgen ray tube. 


Dr. Walter has recently? given a description of the 
practical Construction and method of working his apparatus, 
of which we give the substance in what follows. 

Before installing a Róntgen ray apparatus on this system, 
it is necessary to ascertain whether connection can be made 
with a public supply or not. In the latter case the cost of 
the installation will be much greater than in the former, 
Bince a special generator of electricity will have to be obtained. 
The best generator is a small dynamo driven by a gas 
engine, or where there is no gas supply, by a petroleum 
engine. For a military outfit a petroleum motor car is best 
suited, since the car may be used to carry the apparatus, 
and the motor of the car used to drive the dynamo. 

In а laboratory with a public electric supply, a converter 
must be used if the supply is alternating, since the Wehnelt 
breaks only works well with the direct current, and even if 
the supply is direct & special arrangement may be necessary 
to reduce the pressure on the mains to a pressure suitable for 
the coil. This arrangement will be described further on. 

The Wehnelt break cannot be nsed to the best, advantage 
with pressures much higher than 80 volts, and nothing 
higher than 220 volts is permissible. With the latter 


Fia. 1. 


pressure the X-ray tube is very quickly used up, and it is 
therefore always better to reduce the pressure by means of a 
shunt. This method is very wasteful of electrical energy, 
but the waste is much less. with а Wehnelt break than with 
the ordinary mechanical break. The shunt arrangement is 
therefore specially adapted for use with the Wehnelt break, 
and may be used with advantage even when the pressure is 
only 110 volts. 

The method of connecting up the coil in shunt is shown 
in fig. 1. The + and — at the top indicate points of con- 
nection to the source of electricity; A, and A, are two 
amperemeters, v a voltmeter, W, and W, two resistances, 
It 18 
evident that the current from + passes through the 
amperemeter A, which measures the total consumption, 
then through the resistance w, then divider, one part 
passing through the shunt resistance, wa, and the other part 
through the amperemeter 4, the break v, and the primary 
coil r, and finally back to the — pole. There are two 
switch levers where the current divides, by one of which 
the main circuit can'be broken, and by the other, the shunt 
circuit. The shunt w, is cut out when the pressure of the 
supply is between 50 and 80 volts. 

Walter's complete Röntgen ray apparatus is shown in 
fig. 2. "The wires from the source of electricity are shown 
coming in on the left. 'The whole of the apparatus is here 
for convenience shown together, but in actual working the 
Wehnelt break, shown in the centre of the figure, is placed 
outside the operating room, in order to get rid of all noise 


during the working of the coil. 


—— — -——— ————————— — 


* Fortschritte auf dem Gebiete der Rintgenstrahlen, Vol. v., p. 1. 
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The induction coil with the X-ray tube is set up in a 
convenient place in the laboratory. The resistance or 
regulating table on theleft is mounted on castors so that it can 
be readily moved to any place to be within conveuient reach of 
the operator. Theroom can be completely darkened for screen 
observations. Over the regulating table is an electric lamp 
shaded by a green milky screen; and the light may be still 
further reduced by a “darkening” switch, so that the 


Fic. 2. 


objects on the table are only just visible, without diffusing 
any objectionable illumination through the room. Such a 


lamp is very convenient їп making photographic exposures, 


since it enables the room to be darkened at any instant during 
the exposure to ascertain the quality of the tube by means 
of the screen. The exposure clock is also mounted on the 
table, and can be inspected at any moment by turning up 
the lamp. 

Proceeding now from these external arrangements to the 
more detailed construction of the parts of the apparatus, it 
is, in tlie first place, advisable that the induction coil should 


Fia. 3. 


be large enough to give sparks at least 40 cm. in length 
with the Wehnelt break. А larger coil will, of course, have 
the advantage of having a greater reserve at disposal. Of the 
greatest importance for the system of apparatus to be 
described is the construction of the primary coil, the core of 
which must be wound with several separate layers of wire, 
the ends of which are connected to the switchboard on the 
top of the regulating table. Walter calls a coil constructed in 
this way “а coil with variable self-induction," and such a 
coil is necessary, because the breaks in the Wehnelt inter- 


of the Wehnelt. 


rupter only take place with regularity when the self-induc- 
tion of the coil is made greater, the gofter the X-ray tube to 
be excited. Fortunately the spark length with the break 
used is smaller the greater the self-induction, and cbanges 
very little when the load varies. For since the equivalent 
spark length of an X-ray tube is smaller, the softer the tube 
is, it follows that, with the above-described method of work- 
ing, the striking distance of the induction coil always cor- 
responds exactly to that required by the X-ray tube. The 
mercury break has not this advantage, for with this break 
the spark length increases when the load increases. 

It is also possible with the Wehnelt break to adjust the 
effect to the tube by varying thé length of the platinum 
pencil, or, what is more convenient in practice, by using a 
break with several pencils of different lengths (“ the mul- 
tiple Wehnelt "). By changing the length of the pencil, the 
current strength of the single discharges of the induction 
coil is changed with very little change in the spark length. 
In this way it is possible, with the Wehnelt break, to work 
a tube either with a large number of single discharges of 
small current strength (short pencil), or with a small number 
of discharges of large current strength (long pencil). The 
number of breaks of the Wehnelt may also be increased by 
reducing the resistance, wi. Experiment bas shown that, іп 
order to avoid heating of the anti-cathode, it is necessary te 
use shorter pencils : with softer tubes. Comparing 
this result with the remarks above as to the relation 
that ought to subsist between the self-induction and the soft- 
ness of the tube, it follows that the greater the self-induction 
of the primary the shorter should be the length : f the pencil 
The number of pencils in the break should 
therefore correspond to the number of steps in the self- 
induction of the primary. In the set of apparatus illus- 
trated in fig. 2 there are six steps of self-induction, and with 
this it is best to use a Wehnelt with six pencils; in the 
simpler set of apparatus shown in fig. 3 there are only three 
steps in the self-induction of the primary, and for this a 
three-pencil Wehnelt suffices. With the former set (fig. 2) 
the shunt resistance w; is divided into three steps, of which 
the first, the smallest, is combined with the first and second 


steps of self-induction, the second with the third and fourth, 


and the third with the fifth and sixth. With the latter set 
(fig. 3) only one shunt resistance is provided for all the three 
steps of self-induction. 

The self-induction of the primary is regulated from the 
regulating table by turning the switch lever, and the best 
self-induction for any given tube can thus be found in an 
instant while the tube is working. In the fig. 2 set the 
length of the pencil of the break is adjusted by a separate 
handle, a medium length being first selected and gradually 
changed till the tube works satisfactorily. In the fig. 3 
arrangement the operation is simplified by combining before- 
hand with each step of self-induction the best length of 
pencil ; the complete adjustment is thus made by the move- 
ment of one handle. 

It is important to remember when’ adjusting the length of 
the pencil, that the reduction of the length of the pencil 
increases the number of breaks per unit of time, and thereby 
puts a considerably greater load on the tube. To avoid 


. injury to the tube by this adjustment, the series resistance, 


Wi, Should be considerably increased before the length of the 
pencil is reduced, and then gradually reduced to the required 


` amount. 


The-resistance, W,, consists of two parts, one for rough 
adjustment and the other for fine adjustment. After the 
best amount of self-induction and length of pencil have been 
determined, the resistance, WI, is approximately adjusted by 
turning the handle which cuts out the large steps ; the final 
adjustment is then made by turning another handle which 
cuts out small steps in a coil equal to one of the larger steps. 
The load on the tube can thus be adjusted so that it does not 
change its quality during a photographic exposure, or an 
illumination of the screen. If a tube is overloaded, its 
degree of hardness is reduced, and it isonly after a consider- 
able time that it recovers its original quality. As an example 
of the inconvenience which may arise from a change of 
hardness in a tube due to over-loading, a tube which is being 
used in a chest exposure may, in the course of the experi- 
ment, be so reduced in hardness as to be useless for the 
remainder of the exposure. 


— — 
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In conclusion, Walter describes the form of Wehnelt break 


which he has found after long experience to be the best. It 


is shown in fig. 4 in the form of a six-pencil break. The 
cover of the cell containing the acid consists of a thick 
vulcanite plate, in which are cemented the six porcelain 
tubes which 

to the platinum pencils. These conductors consist of thick 


lead wires, the lower ends of which are melted on to the 


platinum wires, while the upper ends are bent twice at right 
angles and finally soldered to a brass ring capable of being 


Fig. 4. 


raised or lowered on a brass rod and clamped in any position 
by a set screw. The six holes through the vulcanite lid are 
just large enough to allow the lead wire to pass, and as no 
gas can escape through these, the lid is supported a little 
above the dro of the glass cell by distance pieces to leave 
space all round for the escape of the gas. Throngh this 
space the negative lead plate is inserted at one side of the 
dish and fitted with a sorewed brass terminal. 

Tbe advantages of this arrangement are the following :— 

1. All brass parts of the apparatus are protected from 
contact with acid, the acid being in contact with non- 
corrodible materials only. 

2. The length of the platinum pencil can be adjusted 
readily by moving the brass rings on their rods. Scales of 
millimetres may be marked on the rods to adjust the pencils 
to a measured length. 

8. Each platinum pencil cam be separately removed from 
the cell for repairs without disturbing the others, 


THE GUERNSEY TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 


аиа о чай 


THE States of Guernsey аге to be congratulated upon ће 
publication of the accounts of their telephone department, 
which we print in the next column. Confidence is likely to 
be inspired rather than retarded by the publication of full 
details. In communicating a sort of summary of these 
accounts to the Pall Mall Gazette, the consulting engineer 
says, “they show conclusively what may be done in the 
diréction of low rates when a local authority has the wisdom 
to take in hand its own telephones.” They do not, of 
course, show conclusively anything more than the results at 
Guernsey so far as recorded. They may show, by inference, 
the results that might be expected under similar circum- 
stances by a local authority similarly situated. Guernsey is 
an island of comparatively small dimensions, so far removed 
from the mainland that, probably, for very many years its 
ue hone service will be of an “insular” character, and 

not be considered in connection with any other service. 


insulate from the acid the conductors leading . 


The locality is largely rural ; the area is under one 
authority ; there is an entire absence of com tition, and the 
calls are very few in number. If, throughout the United King- 
dom, there is any other local authority which has the same 
conditions to meet, we see no reason why it should not 
attain similar results. There are, of course, few, if any, 
localities where such conditions are to be found, and local 
authorities will be wise to examine carefully and investigate 
widely before embarking in a competitive undertaking. 


GUERNSEY TELEPHOXE ACCOUNTS, 


BALANCE-SHEET. 


Dr. Liabilities. £ в. d. 
Capital account— advances from States = .. 19,085 0 0 
Reserve account fordepreciation ... £1,482 11 9 
Capital sinking fund account 269 16 4 

—— 1,752 8 1 
Sundry creditors—On stores account 75 15 11 : 

On construction account ; 79 13 2 

On royalty account.. 34 16 5 

For expenses and generally 29 4 6 

— 219 10 0 
Net profit for year ended Deoember | 

31st, 1901 ... 117 11 2 
Less loss to December 31st, 1900, | 

£300 19a. 6d.; and adjustment ac- 

count, being calls for one quarter 

ended December 31st, 1900, not 

included in revenue account for 

1900, £221 15s. 8d. .. ; . 79 3 10 

— 38 7 4 
£21,095 5 5 

Cr. | Assets, 

Constru tion account—vis. :— £ в. d. 

Land and permanent buildings £2,241 18 11 

Works completed and in course of 

construction xvi 15,292 3 8 
Expenses incurred in connection 
with above sai 39 19 9 
17,574 2 4 
Stores on hand... site 98 705 9 0 
Tools on hand ... mA sis 133 9 10 
Stationery on hind i 31 7 3 
— 870 6 1 
Office furniture m is 100 10 2 
Sundry debtors N 136 8 8 
Bundry debtors for calls, one quarter 
to December 31st ... . ne 267 19 6 
494 8 2 
Seventeen Guernsey 3 per cent. States bonds at cost 1,700 0 0 
Cash at bankers on deposit account ... 66 011 
Ditto on current account : b 352 15 4 
Cash in hand ... RS is 8 7 2 5 
— — 425 18 8 
£21,095 5 5 


REVENUS ACCOUNT. 


Dr. Expenditure. E в. d. 
Working oe Salaries of aed £405 511 


Line repairs.. 110 3 8 
Instrument repairs .. as а 98 110 
Roof repairs... эз к i 2119 8 
Wayleave rentals. sea 2 2 2 
Written off tools account . 1416 7 
652 9 10 
Generai срез ладен M 55 5 5 
Rent, 5 Е 955 42 14 8 
Interest on capital 425 2 8 
Post Office royalty .. 251 4 5 
Commission on publi io telephone 
receipts... ; ‘et 24 511 
Repairs to premises 1519 9 
Auditors' fees n 17 13 9 
Law 1 2 6 
N — 833 10 1. 
Office expenses —Salaries 138 17 6 
Books and stationery is 84 19 9 
Postages 885 22 0 5 
Written off furniture account 5 510 
——— 241 3 6 
Depreciation 4 per oent. on amount 
charged to construction account 
calculated monthly ... 628 9 9 
Capital sinking fund account 1 per 
cent. on the amount charged to 
constraction account, calculated 
monthly si beg ae өз 157 2 5 
— — 785 12 2 
Balance, being net profit for the year 117 11 2 
£2,630 6 9 
E 
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Cr. Receipts. £ ad. The first point which attracts the notice of the outside 
Revenue réceipte—Public telephones 189 9 3 observer is the apparent surprise of the Council that the 
D Pic seb em No 1 S members should take much interest in such а purely 
Sundry rentals PEG 13 3 9 commercial matter as conditions of contracts. They 
Nes 105918 1 seem to have thought that introduced at the end 
Advertisements 2 2 0 of one of the closing meetings of the session, they 
im би : 8 Я would require little discussion before being accepted as 
x — — final. For our own part, we are pleased to note the 
ON 2,588 13 11 widespread interest in this matter which has necessitated 
Interest on deposit account eme 310 2 the re-arrangement of the Council's programme, во as to 
Interest on States bonda __38 2 8 admit of another evening being devoted to their discussion. 
£2630 6 9 his interest seems to have been unanticipated by the 


Statistics to December 31st, 1901. 


From . Ino. for 
Desoription and number of July 28 (о 1899, 1900. 1901. 12 mo. 


Dec. 81, 1898. 
Subscribers’ lines ... ves 217 423 606 770 164 
Extension lines ved esc C 10 21 32 41 9 
Private lines... Vis 2 5. 6 14 8 
Public telephones ... 9 20 26 34 8 
Sundry lines - 3 3 3 15 12 
Service lines p 3 3 5 6 1 
Free lines — 1 1 1 — 
Junction lines 7 14 16 22 6 
Switchrooms T" 3 6 7 8 1 
Poles ... Mas rA 905 255 773 916 1,062 146 
Standards on roof "T 9 11 9 9 — 
Fixtures to buildings ке 275 742 1,000 1,241 241 
Underground cables meo 3 9 11 13 2 
Underground cable (distributors) 6 18 22 22 — 
Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles. 


*Metallic circuit wire, overhead 1464 9934 423 581 158 
Metallicicircuit wire, underground 24 621 132 1404 83 
Metallic circuit, leading-in cables 52 94 1618,490y 2,490y 
Metallic circuit, from outside wires to subscribers’ instruments— 
14 24 4 63 22 
Metallic circuit from cables to switchrooms— 
1 12 8} 4,280y 1,600y 
Average number of subscribers’ and publio telephone connections 
per day (excluding Sunday) 146 449 804 1,170 366 
Average number of connections per subscriber and public telephone 
per day (excluding Sunday) 9 126 15 2°1 6 
Total number of subscribers’ and public telephone calls in'the year 
| 23,172 143,530 257,138 379,342 122,204 
Total number of telegrams, express and ordinary letters telephoned 
to Post Office— From August 10th. 
363 2,373 2,010 
Number of subscribers on No. 1 tariff (£1 10s. per annum, and 1d. 
per call ais ivi .. 181 383 559 678 119 
Number of subscribers on No. 2 tariff (£5 per annum, and 3,200 
calls without further payment) 17 21 24 39 15 
Number of subscribers on No. 3 tariff (£2 58. and 3d. per call 
23 5 


19 19 30 

Employés— Engineer 1 1 1 1 — 
Manager — — 1 1 — 
Clerks ... 1 1 1 2 1 
Inspectors ves isi oan 2 4 4 6 2 
Operators (female)  ... € 6 12 13 15 2 
Operators (male) 885 ; 2 2 3 3 — 
Foremen ... wits аз oe 2 2 2 2 — 
Linesmen, labourers, &c.— . 12 11 14 13 1 dec 


* The mileage of single wire is double this. 


MODEL CONDITIONS FOR ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTS. 


Ir is satisfactory to note that a matter of such great 
importance to the commercial prosperity of the industry as 
the standardisation of the general conditions to be used in 
connection with electrical contracts has received the atten- 
‘tion of the Council of the Institution of Electrica] Engineers. 
For long that body has seemed to be indifferent to questions 
affecting the very life of electrical business enterprise, while 
extremely solicitous about scientific details, important in 
themselves, but not comparable with the wider interests in 
Jeopardy, due to a large extent to the absence of effective 
united action. 

The appearance of these proposed ‘model conditions of 
contract," with which we dealt last week, and the announce- 
ment of a recommendation of the Council to memorialise the 
Prime Minister on another matter of equal importance, with 
which we deal elsewhere to-day, lead us, however, to hope that 
the period of laissez faire is over, and that the time may come 
when the Institution will be confidently locked to as the 
watchful guardian of the interests of the industry. 


Council, but will doubtless remind its members of the 
existence of a general feeling that the Institution as a rule 
has in the past failed to rise to its opportunities, especially 
in cases where the commercial interests of its members were 
imperilled. 

The criticisms passed upon the draft clauses by the 
speakers at the meeting of the Institution at which they 
were introduced, seem to be fully justified. The principles 
were admitted to be in many respects admirable, and an 
advance upon the practice of many consulting engineers, 
but the drafting was declared to be in many respects un- 
happy and to bear evidences of adaptation from sets of con- 
ditions compiled for other purposes. 

Indeed, Mr. Hammond in his opening remarks, not only 
disclosed his own part in their compilation, but traced their 
conception back to those forms authorised by the Royal 
Institute of Britrsh Architects which are generally accepted 
as standard in the building trade. He had proposed that the 
Council should undertake the work of drafting a standard set 
of conditions, and the Committee to whom the work had 
been entrusted had worked on the plan of amending the set 
he had proposed. 

This explanation made it clear why the draft followed so 
closely the general plan and arrangement which Mr. Ham- 
mond has been in the habit of using in his own specifications 
for many years. 

Major-General Webber expressed his sense of the great 
value of the suggestion made by Mr. Hammond, and 
remarked that the idea of standard sets of general conditions 
for embodiment in contracts had been acted upon in the 
public services for many years. He then criticised several 
points in detail, pointing out the importance of there being 
no confusion between the drawings issued with the specifica- 
tion and those which might be finally accepted. He also 
thought that the meeting specified to take place between 
the contractor and the engineer «fter the signing of the 
contract would, in practice, lead to disputes and misunder- 
standings. 

Mr. Raworth regretted that so much had been said as to 
the inner history of these conditions, for, in their present 
form, he would personally like to consign them to the waste- 
paper basket. They savoured too much of the builders’ 
requirements, and needed modifying to make them suitable 
for electrical contracts. For instance, the word “ plant,” 
of which no definition was given in the tender, had 
severa] meanings, and might easily be misconstrued. 
The clause relating to“ rejection of inefficient work“ was 
far more suitable for the procedure to be adopted when a 
wall needed pulling down and rebuilding than when some 
arrangement had to be arrived at between contractor and 
purchaser, because a steam consumption guarantee had not 
been fully complied with. Again, there were engineers and 
engineers: the independent consultant of high repute, and 
the resident engineer, who was the servant of the purchaser, 
but allocated by him to act as his representative in this 
matter. Would it not be advisable to differentiate in some 
manner between the two? And as regards patent rights, 
guppose, as often happened, the engineer specified and *in- 
sisted upon some particular patent in defiance of the con- 
tractor’s wishes. If the contractor supplied it, was he to 
bear the whole responsibility in case of infringement? Ја 
his opinion, too, the clause referring to engineers’ certificates 
for payment needed modifying to meet the case of an engi- 
neer, who, for any reason, simply took no notice of a request 
for a certificate on account—did not definitely decline, but 
simply did nothing. Ife had known a case where some con- 
tractors were kept out of a large sum of money for a long 
period through such action. 
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= Mr. Jeckell, of Coventry, who followed, spoke from the 
standpoint of the engineer whose duty it was to draw up 
the specification. He reminded the Institution of the diffi- 
culty which sometimes existed to keep the contractor up to 
time, and also that the general practice of public bodies to 
invite tenders by advertisement rendered it necessary for the 
purchaser to be able to defend his interests against possible 
undesirable contractors. He preferred that the engineer 
should have in his own hands the final decision as to quality 
of material, rather than that it should be possible to refer 
this to arbitration. 

Another direction in which he thought the draft might 
be advantageously modified, was in providing that all appeals 
to arbitration were to be made at the end of the period of 
maintenance, and should not interfere with the progress of 
the work, or the date of completion defined in the contract. 

The most telling indictment against the phraseology 
employed in the draft was commenced by Mr. Nisbett, who 
only reached Clause 20 when it was decided to postpone the 
discussion. | 

Speaking as a contractor, he stated that he considered this 
to be the most important work the Institution had under- 
taken for some time. He thought that Clause 8, stating 
that the purchaser would not be responsible for the reim- 
bursement to the tenderers of any sums expended by them 
in the preparation of their offers, should be modified to 
permit of this being done in the event of the contract not 
being let. Не referred to the notorious case of a town in 
Ireland where offers were invited on three separate occasions, 
and tenderers had been put to great unnecessary expense. 

The refund of the deposit of the unsuccessful tenderers 


should take place within a definite period, say, one month of 


the award of the contract, and a clause should be inserted 
stating that the tender was only binding on the tenderer 
for a period of one month. 

Mr. Nisbett went on to point out the need for limiting the 
responsibility of the sureties under the contract to the actual 
time during which the work was being carried out, and 
referred to the difficult position in which a contractor was 
placed who was informed that the contract had been awarded 
to him subject to the approval of the Local Government Board. 
What was to happen if this was not obtained? Supposing 
the contractor did nothing but await the formal decision, and 
this were delayed until the prices of raw materials had 
advanced far above the prices at which they were included in 
the tender ; should not the purchaser bear some share of the 
loss? If not, in what position would the contractor be 
placed who, relying upon the necessary consent being given, 
bought the raw materials, only to find that the order would 
not be placed after all? He suggested a cluuse stating that 
the contractor should be reimbursed any difference in the 


` cost of raw materials which might occur between the date of 


the tender and the date of the engineer’s definite instructions 
to put the work in hand. 
Clause 18, dealing with the engineer’s powers to demand 
that apparatus specified to be © of an approved type” should 
meet his approval. Take the case of а contractor who sends 
in with his tender a drawing of a type of, say, street box 
costing £2, апа the engineer, after the price has been settled 
and the contract. made, demands another type of street box 
costing £15. What is the contractor to do? By the clauso 
as worded, he is bound to supply it. It would, therefore, be 
advisable to limit the engineer's discretion to detailed modi- 
fications in the types of apparatus of which drawings were 


submitted. 


Mr. Nisbett closed this section of his remarks by com- 
menting upon the difficulty of a contractor being responsible 
for infringement of patent rights which consisted of the 
Toma in which apparatus was used, and not the apparatus 
itself. | М 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Electric Wiring Methods of To-day; with Special Reference 
UO to Conduit Systems. 


* I gather from Mr. Bathuist/s letter that my comments on 
hi8 article do not meet with his unqualified approval. 
n ; 


а. 


high figure the “special process he possessed 
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Although he may fail to find any direct mention of a com- 
pany or firm ” in his article, the inference to be drawn from 


his remarks so clearly indicates that they were directed 


against the Simplex conduit system and other systems 
employing rolled steel tube, that one would have thought 
the more correct course would have been for him to admit 
it. | | 
I may, perhaps, be excused for not at once acknowledging 
Mr. Bathurst's new departure of a special quality steel 


- tube,” with its all-proof enamel and “ knock-out box,” as 


representing better practice in conduit wiring. Е 
* Armorduct," ће name Mr. Bathurst tells us Ae has 


given to the material which is to * keep a distinction 


between the cheap type conduit at present favoured and gas 
piping," is itself а gas pipe, and it may be of interest to its 
present inventor to learn something of its previous history. 
It was submitted to me over two years ago by a gentleman 
from America, under the same name, * Armorduct,” which 
he claimed to have given to it, and he offered to sell me at a 
for preparing 
and.enamelling an ordinary gas tube -to make it suitable for 
electric wiring work. I examined various samples of this 
* Armorduct," but did not find that it was in any way 
superior to a rimered and rodded gas tube, such as can be 
procured in this oountry from certain of the gas tube manu- 
facturers. Further, I had the varnish analysed, and did not 
find it to contain other than ordinary ingredients. I pre- 
sume that the £ в. d. represented by the “ price but little 


` higher ” in the original article, goes to pay for. the “ special 


process ” or glorification of the gas tube. ^ cd 

It would, perhaps, be wiser to decline Mr. Bathurat’s 
invitation to discuss with him the pros and cons of conduit 
wiring systems, as the subject has been much debated and 
argued upon in the past to little or no pyrpose, and to leave 
the decision of what is to be the final system to the test of 
time and experience, as those systems will survive which 
fulfil most efficiently the majority of the requirements of 
conduit wiring work, at the lowest cost. | 

Mr. Bathurst, in his letter of the 25th ult., kindly refers 
to the success of the system of wiring in which I am 
interested. This, however, is not attributable to the cause 
he suggests, and his information on this point is somewhat 
at fault. The privilege of using your “ Correspondence " 
columns must not be abused for purposes of advertising. the 
merits of the Simplex conduit system, but Mr. Bathurst may 
be referred for faller information as to the reasons for the 
success of the system to the company's advertisements, 
which have appeared in their allotted place in the ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW during the last four years. | | 


І. М. Waterhouse, 
SIMPLEX STEEL CONDUIT COMPANY. 
London, E.C., | 
April 30%, 1902. 


I note that the representative of the “ Simplex” Com- 
pany still seems to be taking my criticism of the economic 
utility of **cloge-joint" and other cheap forms of con- 
duit, too directly to himself. 

Although I am indebted to your correspondent for the 
little history he gives of © Armorduct," I am prepared to 
differ from him, and think that under the more English 
guise in which I shall present the material, many contrac- 
tors and engineers may encourage its use. So long as it is 
found only equal to a rimered and rodded gas tube there 
are many who will adopt such a class of tube by preference. 
Let us then have the name as a means of distinction. 

I bad no wish to make claim to being the sole inventor, 
manufacturer, originator or designer—as your advertisement 
columns might put but if I understand the electric wiring 
conditions correctly, I recognise that the time has come to 
create an interest in a higher grade and more scientifically 
economic conduit system. It is a somewhat lame reason to 
refuse to discuss the pros and cons, because the subject has 
already been much debated upon to but little purpose, and I 
venture to suggest that even a little boredom in the matter 
may be in the nature of a medicine which will eventually 
alleviate the present uncommercial and blindfolded wiring 
practice. Didactically, as well as commercially, I venture 
to think that the salvation of the electrical contractor must 
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be found in employing a single well-insulated conductor 
rendered “ accessible " and well-protected or armoured by а 
high grade conduit, which will also form a neutral potential 
and uninsulated return conductor. The present competition 
between gas-piping and electric wiring work by employing 
two insulated conductors, is tending, commercially, to reduce 
the quality of the insulated wire, as well as the protection 
required for it, with consequent lowering of the grade of 
workmanship, and eventually the reputation of electric 
wiring work for permanence and safety. 

Those who have an eye to future developments will con- 
tinue to recommend the use of a high quality conduit with 
waterproof and screwed-joint conduit protection, so that 
if to-day two wires must be drawn therein, the ultimate 
capacity can be immediately doubled when the principle of 
an earthed return conductor is admitted in electric lighting 
practice, 

Fred. Bathurst. 


I have read with interest the letters of Mr. Bathurst and 
others in reference to the conduit system of wiring, and I 
certainly take exception as a practical worker to the state- 
ment of Mr. Heaton (Newport, Mon.), that split tube" 
can be bent cold to any desired shape. Of course, if one 
has unlimited time, a special apparatus for heating tubing 
and every requisite (which are seldom found even on the 
largest of contract jobs), it might be possible to bend it hot, 
but when work is being done at a cut price, all these elabo- 


rate operations are out of the question; and again, what - 


necessity is there for any extraordinary bending, when there 
are so many and varied bends and connections supplied by 
the different makers ? 

With reference to Mr. Bathurst's pet tubing, Armor- 
duct," in what sense is it superior to ordinary tubing, say, 
Union or Simplex ? If he is running a circuit, he will, of 
course, have to cut his tubes to the required lengths, and 
will join up with the ordinary shaped sleeve, but what will 
he do with the edges of tube which he has left bare of 
insulating material? Again, to be of any use the insulation 
will of necessity thicken the gauge of the tube and reduce 
the bore, and that will necessitate an increase in diameter, 
which is & decided inconvenience. | 

But to prove that ordinary tubing meets all requirements I 
may say that Messrs. Winter & Co., electrical engineers, Bristol, 
have now nearly completed the lighting and power installa- 
tion at Lennard’s Buildings, Queen’s Road, Clifton, com- 
prising about 1,400 incandescent and nine arc lamps, the 
whole, with the exception of switch points, being run in 
union split and barrel tubing (Mr. Leathwood, of Anerley, 
London, has carried the job through as foreman, and I have 
had the pleasure of being first hand under him) without 


developing any faults whatever through the whole job, the 


corporation test coming out at nearly a megohm, R to earth, 
over the whole installation, and if this can be done ona 
large job with uninsulated tube, why “fake” up the same 
class of material with so-called insulation ? 
z Robert E. Joy. 

Bristol. 


Consulting Engineering as a Profession. 


I have read with interest the letter from ** Perplexed " in 
your last issue. They can surely find room for him in some 
of the private electrical colleges, and when his course is 
complete, he need not take a long holiday. No: the fees of 
these institutions are so large, they must find their way iuto 
someone's banking account. The central stations where 
past students hold appointments coincide strangely with 
those where a few consulting engineers remind the electrical 
committees occasionally that it is their agreement with them 
that they have the appointing of all the technical officials. 

Let ** Perplexed” make a few more inquiries, and he may 
discover what may be justly termed the ** Royal Road " to 
become an electrical engineer. Besides, he need feel no 
anxiety ; when his turn comes there will still be vacant 
offices in Victoria Street ; while the wants of the provinces 
are in no way supplied. 


London, May ЫЛ, 1902. 


R. Hamilton. 


- favour me with an explanation of this term. 


Electrical Trade in Australia. 


As one of the largest representatives of British electrical 
manufacturers in this country, I would like to. give you 
some explanation of the enclosed paragraph which appeared 
in the ELECTRICAL Review. I maintain that the repre- 
sentatives of British firms are doing their best in the elec- 
trical trade ont here in Australia, but so far as the contract 
under review is concerned, the local agents had absolutely 
no control over the order for the tramway machinery for the 
New South Wales Government. The Chief Commissioner 
of the New South Wales Government was commissioned 
to go to England and America to place the order for this 
machinery. 

So far as I can ascertain, he did not consider that any 
British manufacturer was in а position to supply the goods 
required ; he therefore placed the whole of the orders with 
the General Electric Company of America, even giving them 
the orders for the boilers, which they had eventually to pur- 
chase from Babcock & Wilcox, of Glasgow, without consult- 
ing anyone or calling tenders. 

I maintain that certain British ‘manufacturers are every 
bit as capable of building the machines required for the 
Sydney Tramways as the General Electric Company, of 
America. The engines for this plant are being supplied by 
the Allis Company; the Chief Commissioner gave the 
order for these engines, as he did for the whole of the plant, 
without any competition at all. 

The excuse for giving the order to the Allis Company was 
that no British manufacturer could build engines of the size 
required or in the time; that this statement is absurd I 
think you will admit, considering that engine builders on 
the. Clyde and other parts of Great Britain are continually 
building engines from 10,000 H.P. upwards. 

The way this large order was placed in America reflects no 
credit on anyone concerned. For obvious reasons І do not 
desire my name disclosed; I therefore simply subscribe 
myself — uu 

A Britisher. 

Melbourne, March 26th, 1902. 


[The paragraph referred to, which appeared in our issue 
of February 7th, 1902, contained the details of this con- 
tract, quoted from the Electrical World; by way of comment 


we asked whether British manufacturers were doing their 


best to meet the increasing demand for electrical machinery 
in Australia. If the facts are as stated by our corre- 
spondent, we cannot but regard the situation as highly regret- 
table. The contrast between the procedare of the New 
South Wales Government and that of the Cerporation of 
Sydney, when recently inviting tenders for the City Elec- 
tricity Works plant, is marked, and we trust that the 
example of the latter may be taken as a guide in fature 
business.— Eps, ELEC. REv. | 


Ironclad Armatures. 


In one or two recent important tramway specifications I 
have come across the term “ ironclad armature” with regard 
to tramway motors. Mr. Philip Dawson, in his book on 
* Electrical Tramways,” also mentions the term, but I have. 
not been able to discover what is clearly understood by an 
‘ironclad armature " of a tramway motor. I should esteem 
it a great favour if you, or any of your readers, would 


3 8 E. Keith. 
Bayswater, W., May 5%, 1902. 


[The term is a misnomer in this connection ; strictly 
speaking, in an ironclad armature the conductors are 
embedded and completely enclosed in iron. What is meant, 
however, in this instance, is merely the ordinary tramway 
motor armature, which is invariably of the toothed or slotted 
core type, wich open slots.— Eps. Erec. Rev. J 


The Institution and Electrical Legislation. 
The declaration of the Institution of Electrical Engineer? 
on the subject of electrical legislation, whilst sounding a 
note by no means uncertain, ought to please both sides. 
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It is moderate both in tone and in statement, and it pre- 
sents the issue so clearly, that those who like it not may 
obtain satisfaction by exercising their skill with the sling and 
stone to their heart’s content. 

I have never yet heard a municipaliser, not even our jovial 
friend Mr. Pearson, of Bristol, attempt to dispute the pro- 
position that the electrical industry in England has been 
manacled by the two odious Acts of 1870 and 1882. No 
one can be surprised that municipalities take advantage of 
those Acts to build a barrier round the plum tree which 
they have planted, but it is difficult to understand why 
Englishmen, be they town councillors or otherwise, can 
attempt to bolster up and maintain an artificial condition 
which, though momentarily apparently beneficial to a town, 


ів permanently prejudicial to the interests of the community, ` 


and particularly to those of the working man. 

The great majority of the population of the country is 
composed of working men, id they feel the effecta of 
economic changes for better or worse sooner and more 
forcibly than the wealthier minority. But the working man 
is short-sighted, and he is much impressed with the declara- 
tion that the profits of an undertaking are to be secured by 
the town for his benefit, and are not to be allowed to fall 
into the lap of the capitalist, just as though “ profit ” fol- 
lowed business as a matter of course. He is further flattered 
by the labour clauses inserted in the specification to fill him 
up with the idea that his interests are being looked after by 
the City Fathers, every one of whom knows that these 
clauses have driven more werk out of the country than would 
have sufficed to have raised the standard of wages by 10 to 
20 per cent. | . 

Some of these same City Fathers (but not all) know by 
their intimate acquaintance with the first principles of 
business that all artificial interferences with trade do, in the 
long run, produce results nearly opposite to the intention of 
their authors. Many of these Fathers have lived through 
(so far as we have gone) the gas, the tramway, the electric 
light and the electric power and traction periods. These 
great eras in the development of civilisation by the genius 
of man have taught us some remarkable lessons. 

Gas was unhampered by legislation, and it has been a 
great success; even to-day investors, whether private or 
municipal, like it better than electrics, and it does not 


appear from the results that Corporations have suffered by 


paying a big price for a big and lively business, The 
tramway interest was to have been fostered by the 1870 
Act, but the Act killed it. The result was disastrous to the 
Corporations, to the companies and to their customers, Not 
one of them got what they wanted. 

The first Electric Lighting Act was similar to the Tram- 
ways Act, but in the meantime the investor had learnt a 
lesson, 80 the business could not be killed, for the simple 
reason that it could not be born. 

The amended Act in 1886 eased the situation somewhat, 
and the electric era commenced ; but the evil effect of these 
Acts will again show themselves very seriously long before we 
get to the end of 42 years. ; 

Except in those cases where a very large reserve fund 
may have been built up at the expense of the consumer, 
increased capital will not be obtainable, and the business 
will languish, the local authority may buy, but it will not 
get much for its money. Of course, a bride is always 
beautiful, but this one will require a very thick veil. 

Some people are disposed to argue this question on the 
ground of municipal competition with private trade; that 
side of the question has no attraction to me. I am quite 
willing to take on the competition on the lines laid down by 
Мт. Pearson—that is to say, on a fair field, with no 
favour. Mr. Pearson’s theory is, that under these con- 
ditions, cheap municipal capital will gain the day, but 
under those same conditions I can get money on as good 
terms as Mr. Pearson, and can provide the undertaking with 
much better management. 

I have the honour to enjoy the intimate friendship of a 
large number of aldermen and councillors, most of them 
ardent municipalisers, but their eyes are wide open to the 
difficulties of their position. Their intention is to run a 
business on business lines for the benefit of the ratepayers, 
that is the theory; but, in practice, they find that everyone 
wanta a bit; the working man must have his wages raised, 


the shopkeeper wants the street improved, the traveller wants 
more comfort and lower fares, whilst the ratepayer looks out 
for the promised dividend. The result is, that the ** busi- 
ness" theory breaks down. | | 

The next step is an easy one—why not have trams free to 
all and pension the conductors ? It sounds startling, but it 
is logical enough when once the “ business ” theory has been 
assassinated. Of course, we don’t like to talk of assassina- 
tion in this free and law-abiding country of England, but it 
is not half so uncomfortable for the subject as the process 
of mutilation and emasculation under which this rising 
industry, the light of the 20th century, now legally writhe. 

Our multitudinous municipalisers seem quite incapable of 
taking into-account the effect of the time element. Every 
new great invention of general application produces a great 
increase of wealth, either by increasing production with less 
labour, or by saving labour and material in conducting u 
necessary service to the community. 

Electrie tramways do this and more, in addition to the 
various items of direct saving, they save the time and shoe 
leather of the artisan, and of every man and woman to 
whom time is money, and they raise the radius of the zone 
around a large town in which land attains a special value. 

We, as a community, have been looking at this job a long 
time, and the bit we have accomplished has been well done, but 
in the meantime our American cousins have made so much 
out of the few years’ start they have got on us that they can 
afford to bring their dollars here and buy up our ships and 
railways. The one thing that a municipality can do well is 
to wait, the idea of taking the tide at the flow does not suit 
them ; they want to be quite sure that it has touched the top, 
so they go on waiting till the ebb sets in. 

This is the explanation of our present position which is to 
drag at the heels of other nations—it is not because the 
spirit of the nation is dead, but because we have put our- 
selves in legal irons, whicb must rot off before we shall get 
free—the simple remedy of getting the smith that made 
them to chop off them again would be too plain a cure for a 
legislative assembly which cannot do anything without. a 
precedent. | 

John Raworth. 


The Influence of Tariffs on Electrical Supply. 


There is a certain form of diversion much in vogue among 
the jeunesse dorée of the British race oonsisting of the 
burning in effigy (on November 5th) the counterfeit pre- 
sentment of a certain historical personage, the main pecu- 
liarity of this presentment being that it shall be as counter- 
feit as possible. : 

Your contributor, Mr. Dick, has been indulging in this 
pastime, in a controversial sense, with regard to my article on 
the above subject. т. 

I have carefully re-read this article and can find no sug- 
gestion direct or inferential that :— | 

1. The method of charging is the only thing that 
influences the load factor ; or | 

2. That all stations, having an equal output and the same 
method of charging, ought to have the same load factor. 

Having misrepresented me thus with studied inaccuracy, 
Mr. Dick proceeds to exhibit in detail and at length, his 
obvious failure to understand the very simple proposition 
enunciated by me, viz., that by classifying stations accord- 
ing to the presence or absence of a certain peculiarity, the 
influence of that peculiarity evidences itself in the mean 
result, other peculiarities not taken into consideration in the 
classification automatically cancelling out. a 

It was in order to meet such possible objections as Mr. 
Dick’s, as well as to show the comparative unimportance of 
secondary classification, that my tables were arranged as they 
appeared. | 

This disposes of Mr. Dick's strictures regarding my 
results. 

As to the suggestion that the maximum demand system 
should have a tendency to the improvement of the load 
factor, with this I quite agree. I submit, however, that, in 
practice, this result is not, ава rule, noticeable. 

This may be due to the fact that it is frequently appliéd 
in an emasculated form, as in cases where a separate 
tariff is adopted for motor users, &c. ; and also to the diffi- 


- 


3 
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culty of properly -explaining the system to the consumer. 
Whatever the cause, however, the evidence I have put forward 
show that, in the large majority of cases, the maximum 
demand system has failed to produce any material influence 
on the load factor. 

Mr. Dick follows his condemnation of my method by 


quoting certain mysterious results of his own, which, I fancy, 


he has already hinted at elsewhere. It is a pity he has not 
seen fit to publish his data, as—if they should prove his 
. contention—it would be conferring a considerable benefit 
upon the electric supply industry ; for, after all, what most 
of us are aiming at in this connection is to ascertain what 
really is the best tariff system for all but very exceptional 


cases. | 
Mr. Dick has nothing but assertions to put forward in his . 


condemnation of the time switch system, and as they are 
unsupported by argument, I need not consider them. I 
would, however, protest against another little vicariou sauto- 
da-fé indulged in by my critic, in which he accuses me of 
holding the opinion that the flat rate is all that can be 
desired. It is so obvious from Mr. Dick's remarks in the 
same paragraph that this is not my opinion, that a protest 
only is necessary. i | | 

I am truly sorry that Mr. Dick should have adopted 
tactics of this nature, as they are unsportsmanlike, and one 
does prefer to hold one’s opponent in as great respect as 
possible in-this as in other forms of discussion—there is so 
much more kudos to be gained by knocking him out. 


С. Ashmore Baker. 


LEGAL, 


Heap v. BLACKPOOL Tramway COMPANY AND ANOTHER. 


Ix the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Friday, 
May 2nd, Mr. Justice Buckley had before him a motion by the 
Tramway Construction Company, the second defendants, to strike 
out the statement of claim to stay the action on various grounds. 

Mr. AsTBURY, K.C., who appeared in support of thé motion, said 
the Blackpool Tramway Company were the successors of a company 
running horse tramways at Blackpool, and the new company was 
formed for the purpose of running electric tramways. They made 
arrangements under which they would buy up the whole of the 
shares and property of the whole company, electrify the roads, and 
р“ on new trams. The plaintiffs were the trustees for the debenture 

olders of the new company, the debentures being secured by a 
trust deed executed by the first defendants. The Construction 
Company were employed by the first defendants under certain 
agreements for the purpose of electrifying the tramway. By an 
agreement of June 19th, 1901, and made between the tramway 
company and tbe contractóre, the contractors were to be entitled to 
purchase about three-fourths of the ordinary and three-fourths of 
the preference shares, and the new company was to issue £150,000 
debentures, 100,000 preference shares, and 150,000 ordinary shares 
for the purpose of buying up the old company. The capital 
of the old company was 45,000 ordinary shares, 40,000 pre- 
ference shares, and 40,000 first and 12,000 second debentures. 
The contractors were to have the debentures as fully paid up, pass 
them on to the public, and so obtain a sufficient amount for con- 
structing and equipping the line, and the money as and when 
received was to be paid into the account of the plaintiffs. The 
statement of claim alleged that the debentures had to a large 
extent been placed with the public, but the Construction Company 
refused to pay the proceeds over to the defendants, and this action 
was brought for specific performance of the contract. He asked 
that the action might be stayed on the ground that another action 
prior in date by the Tramway Company against the Construction 
Company had been substituted, raising precisely the same questions, 
that the statement of claim disclosed no cause of action, and might 
prejudice the first action, and that а third action was also pending. 
The difficulty had arisen through the applicants leasing the contract to 
one named Rutherford, who was not carrying it out, and the Con- 
struction Company were bringing an action against him. The 
learned counsel asked his Lordship if he would not stay the action 
_ to direct it to come on with the action by the Tramway Company 
against his clients. 

Mr. Buckmaster, K.C., for the plaintiffs, said he would not 
object to the actions being brought together if a proper ap- 
plication were made. 

Mr. Justice Воскгкү said he could not make the order asked. 
The motion would be dismissed, the costs to be the respondent’s in 
any event. 


Ворріхотом v. CLAYTON ENGINEERING AND ELECTRIC 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY. 
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for the continuance of the appointment of a reoeiver and manager 
made on an interim order over that day. The debentures in issue 
for £20,000 had matured, and plaintiff held £3,000. Parties to the 
other series of debentures had been joined since the interim order 
was made. It was a large electrical and engineering business, and 
there was a substantial goodwill. His Lordship made the appoint- 
ment asked for, limiting the manager's acting to six months. 


NamTIONAL ELECTRIC F BEN WI MNG Company v. CANTERBURY 
CORPORATION. | 


PLAINTIFFS, last week at Canterbury County Court, claimed £15 
damages from the Corporation, who removed an installation from 
the ‘Rose Tap.” It seems that a man named Wildman, whilst 
tenant of the “ Rose Tap,” in Rose Lane, gave an order for the 
National Wiring Company to put in an installation to his house, 
and entered into the usual agreement, which was also signed by the 
landlord, who consented to the installation being put in. Wildman 
gave up possession of the premises at the end of December last, and 
the incoming tenant refused to enter into the agreement, but had 
another installation put in, and called upon the кш a to 
supply him with energy. The Corporation being compelled by their 
provisional order to supply energy, did so, and having requested the 
Wiring Company to take away their installation, and the company 
refusing, the Corporation removed it with a view to preventing 
the liability of the minimum rental reserved under Wildman's 
agreement being cast upon them, and held it at the irisk of the 
Wiring Company. It was this removal, without the consent of the 
Wiring Company, that was the raison d'étre of the action. The 
company also claimed the minimum rental due under their agree- 
ment with Wildman. 

His Honour thought the Corporation had made a mistake. He 
gave judgment for the plaintiffs for the amount claimed for 
damages; then came the question as to the claim for the rent. He 
did not consider the defendants were responsible if they could not 
recover it from the consumer, who was the person liable to pay. 
He was not satisfied that Wildman was unable to pay up to 
December 31st last; therefore it appeared to him that Wildman was 
still liable to pay up to that time £1 2s. less the 7s. 11d. he paid for 
the time he was in occupation. He did not think the 
were called upon to sue Wildman except at the request of, and on 
the indemnity of the Wiring Company. He would give judgment 
that the Corporation pay the minimum rent for the last quarter 
from January lst to March 31st, 5s. 6d., thus making a total of 
damages £15 and rent 5s. Gd. 

Mr. Мовмах CRHAId, for the Corporation, asked leave to appeal, 


which was immediately granted. 


RATEPAYERS’ Астон AGaruNST HasriNGS8 | CoBPORATION— TRE 
ELECTRIC Tramways SCHEME. 


IN the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on 
Saturday, Mr. Justice Buckley had before him the case of the 
Attorney-General and John Bray, v. The Mayor and Corporation of 
Hastings. The action was brought for a declaration from an agree- 
ment purporting to be made between the Hastings Tramways Com- 
pany, incorporated by the Hastings Tramways Act of 1900, of the 
first part, the defendants of the second part, and W. M. Murphy of 
the third part, dated June Ist, 1901, as illegal and ultra vires. An 
injunction was also sought by plaintiffs to restrain the defendants 
from carrying into effect the said agreement whereby the plaintiff 
was liable to be injured through the alleged legal expenditure of 
the money paid to the defendants in respect of rates. Defendants 
generally denied plaintiffs’ allegations. Mr. Astbury, K.C., and 
Mr. Askwith appeared for the plaintiffs, and defendants were 
represented by Mr. Н. Terrell, К.О., and Mr. MacSwinney. 

The statement of claim set forth that the plaintiff is a ratepayer 
in respect of a large number of houses in Hastings, and is also an 
alderman of the borough. Ata meeting of the Borough Council in 
October, 1899, at which the plaintiff was present as a member, the 
Tramway Committee brought up а report dealing with the intention 
of Mr. Murphy to promote a Bill authorising the construction of 
electric tramways in the borough, in the next Parliamentary 
session, and bis application for the support of the Corporation. The 
Committee recommended that the Council should support the (Bill 
on terms, one of which was that the Corporation should enter into 
an agreement to consent to an application by the promoters to obtain 
powers for the construction of a tramway between the eastern 
terminus of the proposed Bexhill and 8t. Leonard's Light Railway 
line, and the Albert Memorial, whenever the Corporation deemed it 
expedient to give such consent on terms. The promoters were to 
pay in respect of the tramway a wayleave of £325 per mile per 
annum for the first five years, and of £400 per mile afterwards, and 
the particular system was to be such as the Corporation should 
determine. The report of the Council in Committee was adopted, 
and the town clerk was instructed to take the necessary steps for 
giving effect to the arrangements. The Bill was brought forward 
in Parliament, and was opposed by the plaintiff and other rate- 
payers, but it finally became law, under the title of the Hastings 
Tramway Act, 1900. The Act contained no reference to the terms 
upon which the Council in Committee reported in favour of the 
promotion of the Bill, although an agreement, embodying the terms 
of the report, was scheduled in the Bill as deposited, and struck 
out, together with all clauses relating thereto, in accordance with 


=" Gast Friday, in the Chancery Division, Mr. Justice Farwell heard 
' the case of Boddington v. Clayton Engineering and Electric Con- 
struction Company, Mr. С. Н. Sargant, for the plaintiff, moved 


the terms and conditions under which the Council had agreed to 
support the Bill. The altered conditions were never brought before 
the Corporation, and never adopted by them, and no opportunity 


- 
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of discussing it was given the Corporation. In this state of things 
an agreement between the Corporation, the Hastings, Bexhill and 
District Light Railway Electric Company, and Mr. Murphy, was 
executed on April 28th, 1900, in terms similar to the agreement 
scheduled in the Bill deposited and rejected by Parliament. The 
agreement of April 28th was never brought before the Corpora- 
tion, and never adopted by them, and no opportunity of 
discussing it was given. Plaintiff alleged that it was at 
а meeting of the Corporation on April, 1901, at which he was pre- 
sent, that they were told for the first time that soon after the 
rejection of the scheduled agreement in Parliament a similar 
agreement had been entered into by the Corporation, and the Tram- 
ways Committee proposed that their report thereon should be 
adopted. The Corporation were at once notified that the agreement 
was illegal and the proceedings of the Corporation illegal, and a 
motion to that effect was moved by one alderman, supported by 
the plaintiff, and lost by a small majority. At the same meeting 
the Corporation adopted the Committee’s report by 18 votes to 14. 
The agreement of June 1st, 1901, which was sought to be set aside 
as illegal contained clauses as to the widening of streets and the 
working of the old town tramways. It was said that the terms it 
contained were not authorised by the Act, and should not be binding 
upon the ratepayers. 

Mr. AsrBURY, in the course of his opening statement, said the 
agreement which the Corporation now wanted was one struck out in 
Committee. They wanted to be able to act as though it were still 
standing as part of the clause. The learned counsel further sub- 
mitted that the resolution of April 19th was invalid, because the 
members of the Council were asking to direct an agreement to be 
executed which they had never seen or considered. Proceeding, 
he pointed out that if in 50 years hence the Corporation wanted a 
tramway down the promenade, and somebody other than Murphy 
was willing to give them £1,000 per mile, they could not promote a 
Bill to enable tbat person to do it. As road authorities they would 
be bound to call upon Murphy to construct the line on agreed terms. 
Murphy’s terms might be preposterous owing to their circumstances. 
Their assent, as road authorities, involved a large number of circum- 
stances, which they ought to take into consideration and exercise their 
discretion upon. Allthisthe Corporation tied up. The Corporation 
of to-day could not bind the Corporation of 50 years hence as to 
what steps they would take for cffecting a desire to have tramways 
along the promenade, and what mileage rents ought to be paid. 

The further hearing was adjourned. 


On Tuesday Mr. H. TERRELL, K.C., said that his clients had 
communicated with the solicitors who acted for both Mr. Murphy 
and the tramway company, and they said that they had no instruc- 
tions from either of the parties in the matter, but that they would 
apply to get instructions. He was also told that neither Mr. 
Murphy nor the tramway company were prepared in any way to 
assist the Corporation or the plaintiff, and therefore he (counsel) 
did not think they would consent to be represented. In these cir- 
cumstances it was impossible to decide this case in the absence of 
these parties. 

Mr. ASTRURY said that, having regard to an intimation from his 
Lordship that they must get the other two parties before the Court, 
he would ask his Lordship to amend the writ and statement of 
claim by joining the parties named and allow the case to stand 
over, with liberty to apply as soon as it was ready for hearing. 

His Lordship granted the applicaiion. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


The Board of Trade and Electrical Undertakings.—Mr. Н. 
Новносве, M.P., has reported to the House of Commons in con- 
nection with Group 3 of Railway Bills, that his Committee has 
agreed to the following special report: —“ That the Committee 
have had their attention drawn to the fact that it is not 
the duty of any Government department to examine into and 
to report upon proposals for electrical undertakings however exten- 
sive and important. In view of the rapid development of such 
undertakings and the novel and possibly dangerous character of 
some of the proposals, the Committee consider it desirable that in 
future every Bill containing such proposals should be reported upon 
by the Board of Trade.” _ 

Manchester District Telephone Board.—It is understood that this 
Bill, which has been frequently mentioned in our columns, is to be 
withdrawn. 

Whitechapel and Bow Railway.—This Bill was before the Unop- 
posed Committee of the House of Commons on Wednesday last 
week, and was ordered to be reported to the House. 

Tramway Bills. -A Committee, consisting of Mr. Compton 
Rickett, Sir H. Bullard, Mr. Freeman Thomas and Mr. Claude 
Lowther, will consider the following Bills:—Croydon and District 
Electric Tramways, London United Tramwaysand North and South 
Shields Electric Railway. 

London, Tilbury § Southend Railway Pill.—The Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, presided over by Mr. H. Hobhouse, for 
four days had this Bill under consideration. Various objects are 
‘sought under the Bill. Clause 28 empowers the company at any 
time to work any part of the line by electrical power, and to take 
and hold land at Little Ilford for the purpose of a generating station. 
Mr. LITTLER, K.C., who appeared for the promoters, said that while 
the company asked for powers to enable them to use electricity as the 
motive power for the whole line, they only proposed to proceed 


tentatively with the exercise of those powers, and particularly 11 


bad in view their connection with the Metropolitan District 


way system by means of the Whitechapel & Bow line, which the 
company hoped to open in June. The District Railway would 
probably be worked by electricity within two years, and it was 
desirable to work the Whitechapel & Bow line in connection 
with it. 

All the opposition to the Bill was confined to matters apart from 
the electricity proposals, except in the case of Mr. Benning, who 
objected to the compulsory sale. of the land on the western side of 
the River Roden, required for the erection of the generating station. 
The Committee found that the part of the Bill referring to 
electrical traction and the purchase of land for a generating station 
was proved. | 

North Metropolitan Tramways.—This Bill was before a Committee 
of the House of Commons, presided over by Mr. H. Hobhouse, on 
Thursday and Friday last week. The Bill is promoted to empower 
the company to work their line between Wood Green and Finsbury 
Park and from Finsbury Park to Edmonton in the County of Mid- 
dlesex, by eleetricity. | 

Mr. Wheeler, K.C., and Mr. Munro were for the poe and 
Mr. Earle appeared for the Middlesex County Council. 

Mr. WHEELER, K.C., in opening the case, said there was no 
opposition to the preamble. The lines for which they asked powers 
belonged to the company, although all those lines which were 
within the County of London were the property of the L. C. O., and 
were leased by that body to ths company. The lines they now 
asked power to electrify were not in the County of London, but 
were in the County of Middlesex. When the Bill was in the House 
of Commons the question of an all-night service was raised, and it 
was urged that the Committee should make some inquiry into this. 
He might вау that the company had run an all-night service, and 
bad incurred a heavy loss, and he asked that the Committee should 
impose no such conditions upon the promoters. 

plying to the CHAaIRMAN, Mr. WHEELER said the question of 
working cars by electric power within the County of London was a 
matter for the L.C.C. 

Mr. E. НАммонр, of the Tramways Company, was called 
in support of the Bill, and said that if the Bill was passed, the lines 
concerned were 84 miles in length. The local authorities through 
which the line ran were in favour of the tramways being electrified. 
With regard to the question of an all-night service, at no time had 
the cars paid for the cost of running. 

The Committee then found the preamble proved, and the 
: CHaIRMAN said: We are not prepared to make any recommenda- 
tion to the House in regard to times of car service. We feel sure 
that the company in their own interest will do allthat is reasonable 
for the benefit of the district they serve, and that the L.C.C. will 
look after the requirements of the public. 

Mr. WHEELER submitted a proposal which would enable the 
local authority of Wood Green, which had obtained from the Board 
of Trade a provisional order empowering it to supply electrical 
energy, to provide the electric traction which would be required 
under the Bill. He assured the Committee that the provisional 
order was nota bogus one, and it was hoped that in due course i 
would be confirmed by Parliament. : 

The CHAIRMAN said the Middlesex Council, who were the road 
authorities, contemplated working their tram ways in connection with 
the North Metropolitan Company, and would therefore use elec- 
tricity. Under these circumstances, the Committee could not agree 
to bring in another authority with a veto as to the supply of elec- 
tricity. If Wood Green wished to have this power, it should 
appear in the House of Lords when the Bill reached it and ask 
for it. 

The clauses having been adjusted, the Bill was ordered to be 
reported to the House for third reading. 

AManchester Corporation Tramways.—This Bil came as an un- 
opposed measure before Earl Morley's Committee of the House of 
Lords on Thureday last week. The Bill has already passed the 
House of Commons, and formal proof of the preamble having been 
given, it was ordered to be reported to the House of Lords for third 
reading. ` 

Cornwall Electric Power Bill.—Thie Bill came before Earl Morley’s 
Committee of tbe House of Lords on Unopposed Bills on Thursday 
last week, and was ordered to be reported to the House of Lords for 
third reading. 

Brighton and Rottingdean Seashore Electric Tramway.—This Bill 
came before Lord Morley’s Committee of the House of Lords on 
Unopposed Bılls on Thursday last week, and formal proof of the 
preamble having been given, it was ordered to be reported to the 
House for third reading. 

Metropolitan Railway Bill.—The Corporation of London have 
withdrawn their opposition to this Bill. 

Middlesex County Council Tramways.—This Bill, which has passed 
the House of Commons, came on Tuesday before a Select Committee 
of the House of Lords, presided over by the Duke of Northumber- 
land. The promoters were represented by Lord R. Cecil, K.C., Mr. 
Moon, K.C., and Mr. Harper, whilst the petitioners against the Bill 
were the London United Tramways Company (represented by Mr. 
Balfour Browne, K.C., Mr. J. D. Fitzgerald, K.C., and Mr. Coward, 
K.C.), the Twickenham, Heston and Isleworth Urban District 
Council, the Chiswick Urban District Council, the Acton Urban 
District Council, the Hendon Urban District Council, and the 
Tottenham Urban District Council. The object of the Bill is to 
make the County Council a local authority within the meaning of 
the Tramways Act, and when it was before the House of Commons 
Committee a clause was inserted making it clear that the powers of 
purchase with regard to tramways shall only be exercised with the 
consent in writing of the local authority of the district in which 
the tramways proposed to be purchased are situate, 
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Lord R. Сксп„ in opening the case, said the general nature of 
the proposal was tbat the County Council should, in certain circum- 
stances, and with certain safeguards, be allowed to purchase tram- 
ways in the county by agreement with local authorities. The 
growth of the population of Middlesex made it most important that 
travelling facilities of all kinds should be given for people going to 
and from.London, and many schemes of tramways and light railways 
had been promoted going through the districts of various local 
authorities. The County Council wished to be admitted as the 
general local authority within the county. 

Mr. Biawoop, M.P., and Sir ArLzx. Br.. gave evidence in 
support of the proposals of the Bill, and the Committee adjourned. 

Leicester Corporation Bill.—Opposition having been withdrawn, 
the Bill has accordingly been taken from the list for consideration by 
a Select Committee. The Bill empowers the Corporation to 
electrify the tramways taken over from the tramway company, and 
to construct additional lines. 

North and South Shields Electric Railway.—On Friday the Court 
of Referees of the House of Commons considered the application of 
the Cyclists' Touring Club to be heard in opposition to the North 
and South Shields Electric Railway Bill 'The ground for the 
application was that the proposed charge for the carriage of cycles 
on the railway which will connect North and South Shields was 
excessive. When the Bill was before the House of Lords Committee, 
the Locus was disallowed, and the chairman decided to disallow the 
locus before the House of Commons Committee. 

London County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill.—On 
Friday the Court of Referees of the House of Commons considered 
applications for locus standi before the Committee inquiring into 
the above Bill with to the proposal to' run tramways along 
tte Thames Embankment. Mr. BLENNEBRHAasSETT, K.C., ap 
for the Corporation of the City of Westminster, and said that as the 
London County Council was the road authority for the Thames 
Embankment the consent of the Westminster local authority was 
not necessary. He contended, however, that since under the 
Local Government Act of 1889 there was a provision which would 
allow of the road being handed over to. the local authority for 
repair and maintenance, he had a right to be heard. He also 
claimed а locus standi under Standing Order 34, which gave the 
right to those local authorities likely to be injuriously affected by a 
private Bill The CmarMaN decided to disallow the Locus of 
all petitioners who were not owners, lessees or occupiers, and 
left the Committee to decide who should be heard. 

London County Council (General Powers) Bill.—After eight days’ 
examination, the Select Committee of the House of Commons, pre- 
sided over by Mr. F. Cawley, has the preamble of the London 
County Council (General Powers) Bill. The Bill contained a clause 
empowering the Metropolitan Borough Council of Camberwell to 
acquire а site compulsorily for an electricity generating station, but 
this clause was not proceeded with, as the Borough Council did not 
wish to go further in the matter. The clause enabling local autho- 
rities to borrow and expend movey for the purpose of wiring and 
fitting consumers' premises for electric lighting was struck out. 

Wigan Corporation Tramways.—This Bil was down for con- 
. gideration by Lord Pirbright's Committee of the House of Lords on 
Friday, but as it was intimated that the opposition had been with- 
drawn, the Bill was referred to the Unopposed Committee. 

Birmingham and Midland Tramways.—'This Bill should have come 
before Lord Glenesk's Committee of the House of Lords on Friday 
last, but there was no appearance of the parties, and presumably 
opposition is withdrawn. The Bill authorises the Birmingham aud 
Midland Tramways Company to construct additional tramways, and 
to use mechanical power upon their tramways. 

Devonport Tramways.—The omnibus Bill of the Devonport Cor- 
poration came before a Select Committee of the House of Lords, 

resided over by Lord Glenesk, on Friday. An arrangement having 
en come to with the only opponent, the Committee declared the 
preamble proved and adjusted the clauses. | 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders Bill (No 6).—This Bill, which 
originated in the House of Lords, and confirms certain provisional 
orders granted by the Board of Trade, passed through its first stage 
on Tuerday. It deals with the following districts:— 

Ardsley.— Order granted to the Urban District Council of Ardsley 
East and West, in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 

Barton Reqis.—Order granted to the Barton Regis R. D.C. 

Blayton.— Order granted to the Blayton U. D.C., who may transfer 
the order within one year to the County of Durham Electrical 
Power Distribution Company, Limited. i 

Chester-le-Street.—Order granted in respect of the township of 
Chester-le-Street to the County of Durham Electrical Power Dis- 
tribution Company, Limited. 

Church Stretton.—Order granted to the Church Stretton Land 
Company, Limited, of 18, Adam Street, Strand, W.C. 

Lees.— Order granted to the U. D. C. Power is given to transfer 
the order to any local authority authorised to supply electricity in 
any district adjacent. 

Lower Brbington.— Order granted to the Urban District Council 
of Lower Bebington, iu the county of Chester. 

Newburn.— Order granted to the Newcastle and District Electric 
Lighting Company. 

Seghill, Karsdon, and Tynemouth.—Order granted to the Nortbern 
Counties Electricity Supply Company, Limited, in respect of the 
urban districts of Seghill and Earsdon, and so much of the rural 
district of Tynemouth as is included in the parishes and townships 
of West Hartford, East Hartford, Bebside, Harton, Seaton, 
Delawel, and Bunadon, in the county of Northumberland. 

Stanley.—Order granted to the U.D.C. of Stanley. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Order Bill (No. 5).—The Electric 
Lighting Provisional Order Bill (No. 5) passed the Examiners in 
the House of Lords on Tuesday. ‘The Act confirms provisional 
orders granted by the Board of Trade in respect of the following 
districts :— 

Carnoustie.— Order granted to the Electric Supply Corporation, 
Limited. 

Dumbarton.—Order granted to the Provost, magistrates and 
councillors of the burgh of Dumbarton. 

Glasgow [ Kinning Park).— Order granted to the Corporation of 
Glasgow. 

Govan.— Extension Order granted to the Govan Council. 

Nairn.—Order granted to the local authority. 

St. Andrews.—An order granted in respect of the Royal Burgh of 
Bt. Andrews, in the County of Fife, to the Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion, Limited, Salisbury House, London. 


Іокрох County Councm (Югвствіс SuPPLY) Brox. 


THE above Bill was before a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, presided over by Mr. Cawley, on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday last week. Mr.J. D. Fitzgerald, K.C., Mr. Freeman, K.C., Mr. 
E. H. Lloyd and Mr. Scott, ap for the County Council, and 
the opponents to the Bill were the Councilof the City of West- 
minster,the Metropolitan Electric Supply Company, the London 
Electric Supply Corporation, the Kensington and Knightsbridge 
Electric Light Company, the Notting Hill Electric Supply Com- 
pany, the City of London Electric Light Company, the Central 
Supply Company, and the Westminster Electric Supply Company. 
Mr. FrrzaEBaLD, K.C., who appeared for the County Council, eaid 
the Bill was promoted with the main object of removing certain 
difficulties that had arisen in the way of allowing local authorities 
the exercise of powers of purchase over electric lighting under- 
takings. Under the Electric Lighting Act of 1882, undertakings 
were purcbaseable at the expiration of 21 years from the coming in 
force of the order authorising thetundertaking. This, however, was 
found to be too short a period to induce the public to invest, and 
accordingly, by an amended Act of 1888, the period was increased 
to 42 years, and in other respects the terms of purchase were made 
rather more favourable to companies. A provision was, however, 
inserted at the same time to the effect that the granting of an 
order in any locality should not prevent the granting of anoth 
order for the same district, and in this way Parliament i 
the principle of free competition. At that time the development 
of the use of electrical energy to the extent it had now grown was 
not contemplated, and the idea undoubtedly was that a company 
getting an order would erect a generating station in the district it 
was authorised to supply, so that at the end of the terms the local 
authority would be able to buy out a complete undertaking. 
While that state of affairs still obtained largely throughout 
England, in London the position had changed, and they now found 
that large companies had ol tained crlersovera numberof districta, and 
supplied those districts with electric energy from one large generating 
station. А case in point was that of the London Electric Supply 
Corporation, which bad erected a large generating station at Dept- 
ford fur the supply of the districts of Deptford, Camberwell, Dulwich, 
Greenwich, Southwark, Lambeth, Westminster and Chelsea. The 
Committee would see at once the position of affairs. At the end of 
the period each of these local authorities could purchase the under- 
taking within its area, but, with the exception of Deptford, none of 
them would have a generating station, and in the case of Deptford 
the generating station would probably be too large for the require- 
mente. The way in which the County Council proposed to remove 
that difficulty was set forth in Clause 3 of the Bill, viz., ‘‘ Where, 
under any Act, whether passed before or after the passing of this 
Act, a company has power to establish a generating station and 
supply electrical energy generated at such station to any authorised 
undertakers for distribution, but such oe has not the power 
to supply to persons other than autho undertakers, then the 
undertaking of such company shall be subject to purchase, as if the 
same were an undertaking under the Electric Lighting Acta, 1882 
and 1888; and the undertaking shall include any stations and lands 
of the company used wholly or in part for the p of their 
undertaking, whether within or without the County.” If the supply 
of ап undertaking was confined to one district the power of purchase 
would be exercised by the local authority of the district or by the 
County Council with the consent of that authority. If the under- 
takers were supplying more than one district, the power of purchase 
might be exercised by the local authorities acting in combination, 
or by tbe Council. The power of purchase might be exercised under 
Clause 5 of the Bill by a combination of local authorities or by a 
majority when these were more than two in number, when authorised 
by resolution under the Electric Lighting Act, 1882. If the local 
authorities failed to pass such a resolution and comply with the 
conditions laid down, it would Le lawful for, but not obligatory upon, 
the Council, with the consent of all such local authorities, or a majority, 
to exercise the power of purchase. The effect of-this would be that 
if the districts did not wish to combine, and if the majority wished, 
the County Council might exercise the power of purchase for them. 
The London County Council could not, however, do anything with- 
out the consent of the majority of the local authorities. Under 
Clause 7 of the Bill, the County Council could be invested with 
power to supply electrical energy in bulk to any authorised local 
authority on arranged terms. Otber clauses gave power to local 
authorities or the Council to purchase by agreement at an earlier 
period than was specified in the Electric Lighting Act, 1888, and 
power to carry on an undertaking or transfer the business to арту 
local authority within the area of supply. Petitious against the Bii 
had been presented by nearly all the Electric Lighting Companies 
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who objected to their undertakings being purchased before the 
dates mentioned in the Acte. Of the local authorities, all were in 
favour, with the exception of the City of Westminster, and he 
thought their objection was based on a misunderstanding. A con- 
ference of local authorities was held in 1901, when resolutions were 
passed in favour of the Bill. 

Mr. G. H. Raprorn, chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
of the London County Council, gave evidence to the effect that the 
Bil was promoted at the request of the local authorities, and it 
conferred no power on the County Council except those mentioned 
by Mr. Fitzgerald. They only wished to be able to supply elec- 
tricity in bulk to local authorities. 

Mr. BRxcEson, town clerk of Woolwich, was called in support of 
the Bill. 

Mr. Gunyon, one of the County Council's engineers, said the 
Chelsea, South London, Brompton and Kensington, and the 
Lewisham and Woolwich Companies could not be directly affected 
by the Bill, but indirectly the Westminster, St. James's and Pall 


Mall the Notting Hill, and the Kensington and Knightsbridge . 


Companies would be affected. The Bill would directly affect the 
Metropolitan Company, the Charing Cross and Strand, City of 
London, County of London and Brush, Crystal Palace and District, 
Blackheath and Greenwich Companies, and the London Electric 
Supply Corporation. The companies chiefly objected to clause 7 
of the Bill, but under that clause the County Council would be only 
authorised on acquiring any generating station to supply energy in 
bulk to local authorities. With regard to the objection to the 
earlier date of purchase that could only be done by agreement with 
the companies. 

In cross-examination, WiTNESS said he supposed that if there 
were two competing companies in an area, and one was purchased by 
the County Council, the other would be subjected to rate-aided 
competition. 

Mr. FREEMAN, K.C., said he was quite prepared on behalf of the 
County Council to make it that both the companies should be 
purchased together. If the Central Electric Supply Company's 
generating station was purchased, the two companies supplied by it 
would be purchased aiso. 

Mr. BLENNERHASSETT pointed out that Mr. Lough on the second 
reading of the Bill in the House of Commons gave an undertaking 
that the majority clause should be abandoned. 

After the Committee had conferred together in private, the 
CHAIRMAN said the Committee had come to the conclusion that they 
would not allow the majority clause. At the same time they were 
of opinion that some provision should be made in the Bill to guard 
against the possibility of a very small district, either in regard to 
population or rateable value, preventing by its objection a desirable 
combination of local authorities for the purchase of an electrical 
undertaking. 

Other evidence having been called in favour of the Bill, the Com- 
mittee adjourned. , 


On the resumption of the hearing, Mr. BLENNERHASSETT, 
K. C., who appeared for the Corporation of the City of 
Westminster, addressed the Committee, and pointed out that 
no fewer than seven different companies were supplying within 
the area of Westminster, and several of these supplied but a small 
portion of the area, although they were big suppliers in other areas. 
The result of the passing of the Bill would therefore practically 
mean to compel the Corporation to purchase the portions of all 
these undertakings in Westminster. | 

Other counsel having addressed the Committee, the CHAIRMAN, 
after a private consultation, declared the preamble not proved. 


Lorp WIunpsor’s TUBE COMMITTEE. 


On the reassembling of the Committee on Tuesday last week, Mr. 
LrrrLERB, K.C., for the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus (New Lines) 
Bill, said that his clients were prepared to submit to the Board of 
Trade the question of the arrangements at the stations and as to the 
method by which the trains should be worked. 

Mr. PERKS, M.P., the chairmau of the District Railway Company, 
examined by Mr. LITTLER, said that the present Bill was authorised 
in 1897, but at that date the capital could not be found on reason- 
ableterms. That applied at that time to all tube railways. The 
following year some of the original promoters of the line approached 
him to see whether the District Railway Company would afford any 
financial aid. Asa result of discuasions, he advised the District 
Railway Company to buy over the rights of the promoters, and to 


` raise the capital and build the line themselves. They accordingly 


obtained Parliamentary powers to subscribe £200,0J0 to the line, 
and а new board of directors was appointed. About the same time 
they had to face seriously the question of applying electricity to 
the District Railway. At the time the estimated cost of electrify- 
iug the line was £1,250,000, bnt that bad aince been enlarged. 
As the company could not raise tbe money itself, they 
entered into an arrangement with a group of investora, who 
agreed to find the necessary capital. For their part 
in the transaction they were to receive 5 per cent. on the outlay aud 
the balance in ordinary shares of the District Railway, with a small 
proportion of debentures. A company had been formed in con- 
nection with that matter, and with the tube schemes now before 
Parliament, with & subscribed capital of 5 millions, of which 
£1,850,000 had already been paid up. There was no doubt that 
as further money was required, it would be at once forthcoming. 
He believed t at in about a year and a half the District Railway 
from Hammersmith to the City would be electritied. Coming to 
the proposals of the present Bill, Witness said that they had 
endeavoured to carry out the recommendation of the Joint Com- 


mittee in such a way as to give accommodation to Роршоџа districts, 
and yet to avoid a waste of capital. It was with that object they 
had promoted two connecting lines. They had previously pur- 
chased the undertaking of the Great Northern and Strand Railway, 
and they h:d agreed to commence the construction of the line 
immediately. To connect that line with the Brompton and 
Piccadilly, t! ey had decided on a junction line from Piccadilly 
Circus, running under Leicester Square, and going up Long Acre 
and Queen Street, and on to Holborn under the new street of the 
London County Council. That would provide for a through service 
from Finsbury Park and Wood Green in the north, right away to 
Kensington and Earl's Court in the west. The estimated expenditure 
on that piece of railway for works and land was £409,000. From 
Holborn they would come down to the new crescent in the Strand, 
where there would bea station. That piece it was proposed to work 
as а shuttle line. It had been their intention to connect there with 
Temple Station of the District, but the piece of line had been aban- 
doned in deference to the opposition of the Duke of Norfolk and 
the London County Council. In order to give another route to the 
City from Hammersmith, Earl's Court and South Kensington, they 
were proposing a junction line from Piccadilly Circus down to 
Charing Cross, where it would connect with the District Railway. 
The estimated cost of that piece of line was £392,400. 

By the CHARNMAN: They would construct their junction at 
Piccadilly Circus in such a way that they would be able to run 
either 'o Finsbury Park or to Charing Cross or the Mansion House, 
or to both. It would be a confluent junction. 

Mr. Ілттіюв: We are prepared to leave it to the Board of Trade 
to say how that junction shall be worked. 

Continuing, WiTrNESS said that at Brompton Road, just by 
Cromwell Road, there ran off the Fulham line, which passed 
through one of the most crowded parts of West London. The line 
came up again alongside the District at Fulham. They had thus 
another exchange from Piccadilly with the system of the District 
Railway. The cost of this line from South Kensington to Fulham 
was estimated at £837,000. The estimate for the work between Earl's 
Court and South Kensington was £350,000, forthe South Kensington 
junctions £186,000, and for the South Kensington to Piccadilly 
Circus £743,000. The electrical equipment was put at £460,000; 
Parliamentary, law, and -engineering ‘expenses, £329,700, and 
interest during construction. The total estimated expenditure was 
£3,827,500, with a balance of £305,500, making up the capital of 
the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus of £4,133,000, to cover financial 
expenses and other contingencies. Tne London United Tramways 
competed with most of their District stations on the western 
branch, from Hammersmith to Ealing and from Hammersmith to 
Hounslow and Richmond. They would have stations at Sloane 
Street, Hyde Park Corner, Albemarle Street, Piccadilly Circus, 
Leicester Square, Charing Cross, Ludgate Hill, Mansion House and 
Monument, and the combined railways would open new stations at 
the Strand, Oxford Street, Tottenham Court Road, Euston Road, 
Euston Station, Golder’s Green, Brompton, Knightsbridge, Hyde 
Park Corner, Down Street, Russell Square, King's Cross, Caledonian 
Road, Holloway, Finsbury Park, Bishop’s Road (Paddington), 
Camden Road, Kentish Town, Archway Tavern, Chalk Farm, 
Hampstead, Dover Street, Piccadilly Circus, Cranbourne Street, 
Leicester Square, Edgware Road, Lisson Grove, Oxford 
Circus, Waterloo, Charing Cross, and the Elephant and 
Castle. When the District Railway was converted inte an 
electrically-worked undertaking, there would be 12 trains per hour 
from Earl's Court to the City, and 12 trains back, six from 
Ealing, six from Hounslow, and six from Richmond, all of 
which would converge and pass through Hammersmith. The 
Metropolitan Railway proposed to run a five minutes’ service from 
Wimbledon and Putney. Some of the trains would run to High 
Street, Kensington, and others to the City. It was also proposed 
to run a two minutes' service from Earl's Court to Piocadilly Circus, 
and from there, either a two or four minutes’ service to Finsbury 
Park, and a similar service vid Charing Cross to the Mansion 
House. From Parson's Green on the Fulham line to South 
Kensington, there would be a four minutes’ service. An all-night 
service would be run probably every 15 minutes on the deep level, 
and the Brompton, Piccadilly, and Great Northern and Strand line 
to accommodate those employed at Covent Garden, and in the 
newapaper offices in the Strand and Fleet Street. The total capital 
required for building and equipping the Brompton—Piccadilly 
railways, and the Great Northern and Strand railways, including 
the sections of the District Railway deep level from Earl's Court to 
South Kensington, and from Charing Cross to Mansion House, was 
£7,133,000. Mr. Yerkes and his friends had acquired the Charing 
Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway, the Baker Street and 
Waterloo Railway, the Great Northern and Strand Railway, and 
the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway. 

Cross-examined, Mr. Perks said he had never approached Mr. 
Clinton Dawkins either оп the question of finance or combination. He 
did not think it would be fair to pu: the “ Bank of England " clause 
upon them in connection with the proposed railway, bat he thought 
there was a good deal to be said for a clause limiting their liability, 
say, to three years, in regard to compensation for injury through 
the working of the railway. 

Mr. C. T. YERKES said he was chairman of the Metropolitan 
District Electric Traction Company. He generally corroborated the 
evidence of Mr. Perks as to the financial arraugements for con- 
structing the group of railways which the company had made itself 
respousible for. It was propused to have traius of seven carriages, 
eacn of which would seat 48 passengers. There would be motor 
carriages at cach end of the train, and one in the centre. The 
others would be trailers. Asto an 11 ft. 6 in. tunnel, he was con- 
vinced that a tunnel of that diameter would be perfectly safe, and 
could be easily worked. However, should the Committee come to 


E 


766 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50, No. 1,276, Max 9, 1902. 


the:conclusion that a 13 ft. 6 in. tunnel was preferable, they were 
perfectly ready to accept such a decision. They had arranged а 
system of ventilation, by which theair would be changed inthe tunnels 
every 45 minutes. In the tubes the speed of the trains would be 
about 15 miles an hour, but on the District lines they would be able 
to increase it to 16 miles per hour. It was nota fact that the contracts 
for the plant and works would go to America; on the contrary, they 
would get everything they possibly could made in England. The 
only reason why any machinery had been ordered in America was 
that at the moment they could not obtain what they required in this 
country... . | 

: On resuming on Wednesday, April 30th, the CHAIRMAN announced 
that, for reasons of a distressing kind, Lord Knutsford was unable to 
be present. He was glad, however, to say Lord Knutsford had con- 
sented to remain on the Committee. | 

After some conversation with reference to the filled-up Bill show- 
ing what was really the intention of the Piccadilly & City Company 
and the other companies which had amalgamated, 

Mr. YERKES resumed his evidence, and, in cross-examination by 
Mr. Batrourn BnowmNE, suid the Fulham line and the deep level 
Jine from South Kensington to Charing Cross would be worked as a 
shuttle service unless the Board of Trade permitted them to make 
а confluent junction. He could not give off-hand the total capital 
for the whole of the enterprise of the Brompton and Piccadilly 
Circus and Metropolitan District Railway combination, but the 
electric equipment part would be less than £1,000,000. | 

Mr. Browne: It is from £15,500,000 to £16,000,000. 

WrTNESS said he would take it that the total capital commitment 
of the District Railway Company in respect of the lines owned, 
-jointly owned and leased by them was £12,000,000, and that the 
‘eost of the line from Finsbury Park to Earl's Court, aud also the 
junctions in the present Bill, was between 415, 500, 000 and 
416,000, 000, and to pay 4 per cent. on the total of 428, 000, 00 
would require EI, 120, 000 a year. To do that, if they worked at 
-50 рег cent., they would require a gross receipt of £2,240,000. 

Mr. Browne pointed out that taking a charge of 2d. per passenger, 
it would mean that the companies would have to carry 270,000,000 
“passengers a year. | | MAT 
. WiTNESS said he was convinced that there would be sufficient 
traffic to make the railways remunerative. 

. In answer to Mr, Cowanp, WiIrxESS said there would be three 
shuttle services on their lines, two being from Holborn to the 
_ Strand, and one from Parson’s Green to South Kensington. Не did 
not think there would be any difficulty about passengers changing. 

Mr. BRERETON, the engineer for the Fulham line, stated that the 
estimate for the land and works of the Fulham line was £826,875. 
The line commenced with & junction of the authorised line of the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Company at South Kensington, and 
went under the Fulham Road to the Parson's Green Station of the 
District Railway. There would be eight stations, and the line was 

2 miles З furlongs in length. 

In answer to questions, WITNESS said the reason this line was not 
proceeded with last session was for financial reasons. The King's 
Road Railway was a rival scheme to this, but he thought there 

, would not be sufficient traffic for both railways.. He estimated the 
cost of an 11 ft. 6 in. tube at £40 a yard and a 13 ft. 6 in. tube at 
£48 a yard. 

Sir Н. Owen, formerly Permanent Secretary of the Local 
Government Board, gave evidence in favour of the proposed com- 
munication between the Brompton and Piccadilly line and the 
Metropolitan District Railway. | 
Sir J. SZLUMPER, C.E., the engineer of the Brompton and Picca- 
‚ dilly Circus Railway, described the various Acts of the company, 
and said the present Bill asked for further extensions of time for 
the acquisition of land and the completion of authorised works. 

In cross-examination as to the danger of the proposed 34-chain 
curve, WiTNESS оор ıt there would be no danger, but he adopted 
it from geographical necessity and not from choice. 

The Committee adjourned. 


On resuming on Friday of last week, the engineer of the authorised 
Brompton & Piccadilly Circus Railway, Sir JAMES SZLUMPER, was 
recalled and cross-examiued chiefly with regard to the proposal to 
increase the 34-chain curve in the neighbourhood of the approach to 
the station at Chariug Cross to a 44-chain curve. The witness said 
he did not regard such a curve as a source of danger. It would be 
,neces-ary for the trains to sla-ken speed in taking the curve, because 
of the approach to the station. Their limi*s of deviation would 
allow them to go as near as 8 ft. to the Baker Street & Waterloo 
Railway in Northumberland Avenue, but he was willing to be 
bound not to go nearer that railway than he possibly could. The 
outside work of the tunnel of the Picc:dilly line, as at present laid 
out, was 27 ft. away from the wall of St. George's Hospital. They 
would go further away than that if it was found po-sible. 
By Mr. LrrrLER, K.C.: The 44-chain curve would take the line 
` under the office of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, in Northumberland Avenue, but only for a short distance. 
It could not make any possible difference to that company. There 
was a gradient just before the curve was reached, although the 
curve itself was on the dead level. 
Mr. Barrou& Browns, K.C., banded in to the Committee a filled- 
` up Bill and estimates showing exactly what the City aud Piccadilly 
and the combined lines relied on, and what they had abandoned. 
He also handed in a copy of the agreements showing the proposed 
through fares. 

It was agreed that the cross-examination on tbe amended estimates 
‚ and the agreements should be postponed until the parties concerned 
had had an opportunity of studying them. 

Sir ALvx. BINNIE gave evidence in favour of the proposed ex- 


tension of the Brompton and Piccadilly Railway eastwards to join 
the Great Northern and Strand line near the Holborn end of the 
new thoroughfare of the London County Council, and in his opinion 
it fulfilled the requirement that tube railways should facilitate 
communication between the centre parts of London and the suburbs, 
and thus help to relieve the congestion that now existed in the 
centre. He should say that the present proposal was the best that 
had yet been suggested for dealing with the question of London's 
suburban traffic. The North-East London line would be ‘a great 
boon to the public. There only remained one link in the system to 
be authorised to complete it—the extension from Piccadilly Circus 
to join up with the Great Northern and Strand at Holborn. That 
was under a mile in length, and would only cost £800,000. The 
authorised expenditure of £23,060,000 would still remain. In the 
main, the through route from Hammersmith to Piccadilly was a 
ood one, but a better one might have been chosen if tbe District 
ilway had not been in existence. When he gave evidence last 
year he did not see any possibility of the amalgamation which had 
been come to between the Great Northern and Strand and the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Railways and the extension of the last- 
named line to Charing Cross and Holborn. Those amalgamations 
and extensions had put a totally different’ complexioh on the 
matter. | к, 

Mr. CHAPMAN said he was chief electrical engineer to the District 
Railway and also to the present group of tube railways. He had 
had 27 years’ experience of the operation of electric railways in 
America, and he estimated the cost of the equipment of the Beven 
miles of lines proposed under the Bill would be £460,600. That 
included £237,000 for the necessary rolling stock. The generating 
station was to be at Lot’s Road, Fulham. It was proposed to work 
the line on the modified multiple system. The signals would be 
worked by compressed air governed by electricity, and the Ъ ck 
system would be used. When the line was worked by electticity, 
they expected to make the complete round trip in 50 minutes, аз 
against the 80 minutes it now took. It would be quite possible to 
run at a speed of 20 miles an hour with stations at fhtefval5 of a 
mile; but as their stations were at much shorter intervals, they 
would have to keep the speed to within 16 miles an bour.: - There 
Was no reason wby a one minute service should not be maintained. 

Mr. Hayes FisHER, M.P., having given evidence in favour òf the 
proposed extension to Fulham, Sir Henry OAKLEY spoke as to the 
great convenience which the proposed line would be for passengers 
on the Great Northern Railway arriving at King's Cr ss. At 
present he said there was no connection between the Gteat Nórtheru 
King's Cross terminus and the westera aud central parts of Loudon, 
but they had obtained one by their arrangement with the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Company, who had taken over tLe Grat 
Northern and Strand Railway. | 

Evidence having been tendered by Mr. C. PEARSON, а surveyor, 
as to the estimated cost of the laud required for the purposes of the 
extensions, the Committee adjourned. 


Lorp RiBBLESDALE'S COMMITTEE ON TuBE RAILWAYS 


On Thursday last week a House of Lords Committee, presided over 
by Lord Ribblesdale, commenced tbe consideration. of a secoud 
group of tube railway Bills. The Bills comprised in the group are 
the followiug :—Charing Cross, Euston & Hampstead Railway 
(No. 1) Charing Cross, Euston & Hampstead Railway (No. 2), 
Charing Cross, Euston & Hampstead Railway (No. 3), Islington aud 
Euston Railway, City & Crystal Palace Railway, Edgware and 
Hampstead Railway, Great Northern & City Railway, North-West 
London Railway, Great Northern & Strand Railway, Baker Street 
and Waterloo Railway. It was decided to first of all take 
the three Bills dealiug with the rcute from Charing Cross to 
Hampst« ad. | 

Mr. LirrLER, K.C., who appeared for the promoters, explained 
that the idea of having there tube sailways to the Hampetead 
dirtrict was due to the very large population which had sprung up 
in the northern and north-west suuurbe of London. The Charing 
Cross, Euston & Hampstead line was authorised in 1893, and aa 


extension of time had since been granted. With the openi: g of 


the Central London line came an entirely new ега The immenuse 
success of that line came as a great surprise, and raised the hopes of 
supporters of the Charing Cross & Hampstead line. It then came 
about that Mr. Yerkes conceived the idca that there was an immense 
prospect for the ruccess of electricity as a шеацв of traction on ral- 
ways in or near Loudon. Therchemcs which hecontemplated, including 
this Hampstead line, had a capital of 5. millions. In the present 
Bis] an extension was propvted frum an interchange stati: n to High- 


. gate Hill, where the lu e would join the now authorised light rail- 


way of tbe County Ccuucil of Middlesex. Tuen, in view of the 
rapidly increasing population north of Hampstead towards Hendon, 
it was proposed to extend communication to Golder's Hill, again 
coupling with the County of Middlesex tramway вуеш. The pro- 
moters placed then.selves ш the hands of the Board of Trace as to 
the size of the tubes, but would prefer tubes of 13 ft. The station 
at Charing Cross would be in Adelaide Street, at the back of St. 
Martin's Church, with a subway iuto tbe South Eastern Railway 
terminus. ТЬе Edgware extension was uot part of this scheme, but 
the promoters of that line, too, desired to pass under Hampstead 
Heath. The routes varied slightly, but ran iu the same direction, 
and the promoters would be prepared to accept the decision of the 
Committee as between the two routes, but it was a sene gud aes 
that the promoters of the present. Bill should have contrul of the 
tubes from end to end. At Euston Square there might bea &ubwsy 
communicatiug with Gower Street Station. At Kentish Town there 
would be an interchange of traffic with the Midland Railway, and 
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at King's Cross communication would be secured with the 
Central London Railway, and the London United Tramway 
system at Uxbridge Road. There was no petition attacking directly 
the ares proposed to be supplicd. The convenience was admitted. 
The promoters had power under various Acts to raise for No. 1 line 
£1,800,000 by shares and £600,000 by debentures; for No. 2 line 
£450,000 by shares and £150,000 by debentures; and for No. 3 line 
£300,000 by shares and £100,000 by debentures. 

Replying to the CHAtBMAN, Mr. LrrTLER said there was а distinct 
undertaking, and whenever money was wanted a proportionate 
amount of shares would be taken. They had five millions provided 
for the proposed schemes. Turning to petitions against the Bill, 
he contended that as the line would pass 260 ft. below the surface 
in London clay at the top of Hampstead Hill, there could not pos- 
Sibly be any injury caused by vibration to Lord Iveagh’s property 
there. The results of inquiry and experiment by Lord Rayleigh’s 
Com mittee and from experience in Chicago, had led to the adoption 
of a plan whereby a certain number of the cars would be motor cars, 
and the use of a heavy springless engine would be avoided, so that 
it was anticipated that with & deeper permanent way there would 
be no vibration. There was a petition from the Hampstead Heath 
Protection Society, which objected to the passage under tbe Heath. 
The surface of the Heath would not be interfered with in any way, 
&nd the authority that took care of the public interest in that open 
space had raised no objection to this part of the proposal. The 
Mayor and Corporation of Hampstead were in favour of the Bill, 
and he challenged the right of this self-constituted society to a locus 
standi. 

The Committee decided not to allow a locus to the society. 

Mr. W. К. блгвватн, C.E., then gave the engineering details of 
the proposals, and expressed the opinion that Lord Iveagh’s pro- 
perty and Messrs. Shoclbred's premises would in no way suffer 
injury, and he supported this opinion by reference to the results of 
the construction of the Waterloo and Baker Street line. 

Local evidence having been given, 

Mr. Perks, M.P., chairman of the District Railway, and Mr. C. 
YERKES gave evidence in support of the statements as to the 
financial stability of the proposals. 

It was then announced that an arrangement had practically been 
arrived at with the promoters of the Hampstead and Edgware line, 
by which an end-on junction at Golder's Hill would be constructed. 

The Committee adjourned. 


At the sitting on Friday, further progress was made with the 
Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railways Bills. It was 
stated that on behalf of the Hampstead and Edgware line that a 
satisfactory arrangement had been come to for an end-on junction 
with the Charing Cross line. 

Considerable evidence was received in opposition to the Bill on 
the part of frontagers. 

The CHaIRMAN said he took it that the whole question of 
fr ntagers along any line of tube railway was raised by the question, 
and he understood the points at issue were the nearness of the 
frontage to the line, the depth of the tunnel and possible inter- 
ference with foundations. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, the engineer of the line, was recalled, and said 
that when the line was once made structural injury was not caused 
ty vibration. With regard to a protective clause of a uniform 
character, he feared with so many frontagers a vibration clause 
might lead litigious persons to make unfounded claims. 

Lord Robert CEcIL urged that in the case of one of the peti- 
tioners, Messrs. Shoolbred, a protective clause should be inserted 
in the Bill, for their property was built on a foundation of water- 
logged gravel. 

Mr. Freeman, K.C., submitted that there was no ground fora 
protective clause. 

After deliberating in private, the Committee declared the 
preamble of the three Bills proved, and the CHAIRMAN said they 
were not prepared to impose special clauses on the promoters. 

The Edgware and Hampstead Railway Bill was next considered. 
The proposals contained in the Bill are the construction of a rail- 
way, partly underground from Edgware to Hampstead. The first 
line is 4 miles 4 furlongs and 3 chains in length, commencing in 
Edgware, near the entrance of Edgware station and terminating in 
Hendon, and a second railway continues the line from Hendon to 
Hampstead. 

Mr. Davipson, the engineer for the line, gave evidence in support 
of the Bill, and stated that the railway would be worked in con- 
ncction with the Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway. 

The Committee declared the preamble of the Bill proved. 

Replying to Mr. Ram, the CHAIRMAN said the Committee would 
not give any biuding undertaking with respect to vibration until all 
the Bills had been heard. 

Mr. FREEMAN then opened the case for the Islington and Euston 
Railway Company. He said the proposal was for a short extension 
from the Angel, at Islington, under Pentonville Road, passing 
King’s Cross to Euston Square. Originally, the Bill was introduced 
in the name of а separate company. The City and South London 
line originally passed from the City to South London. It was the 
pioneer of these tube railwayr, and a small line, with a recently 
‹ snstructed extension to the Angel, Islington. After the Central 
Lo: don line had proved a financial success, and the Islington ex- 
te. sion had been completed, the City and South London Company 
falt they were in a position to undertake this additional extension 

of 1 mile 5 furlongs. It was only a short line, but important, in 
that it provided connection between several of the great railway 
companies, The line would have the ordinary double tubes, and 
would be subject to the ordinary conditions. The diameter of the 
tubes would be 11 ft. 6 in, with enlargements at the station. 


The line would be worked by electrical power subject to the 
requirements of the Board of Trade. The limit of time for p ips 
was five years. It was proposed to charge a uniform rate of a 
mile, with a clause to secure that workmen’s trains should be run 
night and morning аё а return fare of 1d. The capital to be raised 
was £420,000 by the issue of ordinary aud preference shares, and the 
borrowing powers proposed were for £140,000. The estimate for 
works was £387,683, leaving a sum of less than £30,000 for contin- 
gencies. They were an established company, with good credit, and 
this margin was sufficient. The total length of the company’s 
existing line was 61 miles. The company had always paid 5 per 
cent. on their preference stock, and on December 31st they paid 
2 per cent. on ordinary stock. The total share stock of 
the company amounted to £2,598,000. The line would be 
109 ft. below the surface at the Angel, rising at easy 
gradients to 70 ft. near Euston, all in London clay. A footway 
would provide safe exit for passengers in the event of a train 
breaking down. Each train would consist of a locomotive and four 
cars, the whole not exceeding 40 tons in weight, the engine weigh- 
ing 134 tons. It was proposed to run a 24 minutes’ service during 
the busier hours. The only opposition to it came from the 
Metropolitan Railway Company and the L.C.C., and the petition 
of the latter was in favour of a more stringent clause with regard 
to workmen's trains, and that was a matter for discussion on 
clauses. The Metropolitan Railway Company feared the competition 
of the traffic between King's Cross. 

Mr. J. Harrison, manager of the North-Western Railway Com- 
pany, contended that the proposed line was a natural extension of 
the City and South London system, and would tend to develo 
traffic on the North-Western Railway, and he saw no practical 
difficulty in the way of conveyance of passengers and their luggage 
with facilities equal to those afforded by the Metropolitan Railway. 

Мг. W. Коввкз, of the London, Brighton and South Coast 
Railway, pointed out the necessity for facilities for passengers to 
their London Bridge station getting to the northern termini; 
22 million passengers were conveyed annually to and from that 
station. 

Other evidence as to the necessity of- the line having been called, 
the Committee adjourned. 


On Monday the Committee proceeded to consider and adjust the 
clauses of the Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead Railway Bill. 
Bome discussion took place regarding the question of vibration, and, 
in view of the fact that this matter would also come before Lord 
Windsor's Committee, it was agreed to allow the matter to stand 
over. 

The CHariRMaN said that іп all likelihood a model clause would 
be prepared for protection in the case of those likely to be affected 
by vibration, which would be inserted in all tube railway Bills. 

A great deal of discussion took place over the proposals of the 
London County Council, but amongst the clauses the Committee 
accepted was one to the effect that the powers granted under the 
Act should lapse if the company did not within 12 months from 
the passing of the Act obtain a certificate from the Board of Trade 
tbat they had made а bond fide commencement with the undertak- 
ing. The Committee refused to alter the law with regard to limit- 
ing the liability of the company to £100 in the event of injury to 
а workman. They considered, however, that it should be made 
clear that the 1d. fares for workmen extended to the Charing Cross 
and the Edgware lines. 


Further evidence as to the convenience and need of an extension - 


of the City and South London Railway from the Angel to Euston 
was then given. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


. Arehbutt-Deeley Water Softeners.—Messrs. Mather 
and Platt, Limited, have been instructed by the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Company to instal a second plant for softening and 
purifying water by the “ Archbutt-Deeley process for an output 
of 10,000 gallons per hour. This, with the apparatus installed by 
them previously, makes a total capacity of 20,000 gallons per hour. 
The same firm bave also been instructed by the Central Electric 
Supply Company to provide similar plant of & capacity of 23,000 
gallons per hour for Grove Road station. Other orders for water- 
softening apparatus on hand are for the Great Northern Railway of 
Ireland, Messrs. Belliss & Morcom, of Birmingbam, and others. 


Association of American Electrical Manufacturers. 
—A number of manufacturers of electrical appliances and supplies 
met in New York City last month, and it was decided to form an 
association composed of the manufacturers who supply products to 
the electrical supply dealers. It was deemed advisable to do this 
во as to secure unanimity of action and for the purpose of regulating 
the individual attitudes of the manufacturers. The new association, 
our New York namesake understands, will be formed on somewhat 
similar lines to that of the National Association of Electrical Supply 
Dealers. The manufacturers represented will comprise the leading 
ones throughout the country. 


St. Helens Cables.—We learn that the Admiralty has 
again placed a contract for 200,000 yards of rubber cable with the 
8t. Helens Cable Company, Limited, of Warrington ; the same com- 
pany has also obtained the order from the British Tnomson-Houston 
Company for Dialite non-fibrous cables for the Hamilton—Mother- 
well trams. 
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Electrical Wares Exported. | 


WEEK ENDING May 7тн, 1901. | Wax мона May 6TH, 1902. 


Alexandria .. T .. Value £68 Adelaide .. $4 .. Value £518 
Amsterdam. ae s .. 127 Alexandria. А 74 
108 


Bombay E ae ius Amsterdam. ee 
Brisbane. Teleg. mat. .. T Bangkok Я oe 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat.. 150 Bombay  .. - T * 
Bushire. Teleg. mat. 50 Buenos Ayres. Teleg. mat. 
Calcutta ae . 1,543 , Calcutta 


Cape Town .. T ; P .. 810 m Teleg. wire s . 
Coatzacoalcos — ..  .. .. 1,922 | Cape TW] n. . 
Colombo 281 Christiania. Teleg. wire è 


Durban os ee ee ee 558 Colombo ° 0 . 

East London .. .. .. 38 | Cooktown .. .. +o 
i Teleg. mat. .. 64 | Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 

Gibraltar. Teleg. mat. .. 121 Durban .. - - 


SSS SES SSSS SEE ESA S888 


Townsville .. Vs © . . 1,056 
Valparaiso - 28 eo 149 
Wellington .. èk as - 17 
Zanzibar  .. ss 5% 82 


Total ee 812,544 Total ` өө £8,830 


Hamburg. Teleg. mat... . 500 Fremantle .. es vs 
Hobart wa ss ds - 10 Hong Kong.. 

»  Teleg. cable is .. 279 Melbourne " ae: Tox 
La Plata. Telg. mat. .. 6s 29 Perth . es E" ee os 
Monte Video. Teleg. mat. 21 Port Elizabeth . 
Nagasaki... ©» = . 1,695 Rockhampton  .. oe А 
Ostend e ee ee ee 50 Sydney ee oe ee hd 
Perth.. ee eo ee oe 480 Tokio e ee ы 
Rangoon... > e| 87 | Valparaiso .. ve - 
Rio Janeiro. Teleg. mat. . 943 Wellington. . 
Rosario. Teleg. mat. 77 
Rotterdam .. s% oe xu 38 
Santos 885 des z ais 26 . 

Shanghai... ЗА ix . . 100 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire 5 129 
Sydney a $4 ee S 597 | 

1 Elec. glass globes . . 1,110 

Tokio .. m $5 oe 28 | 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Elec. goods Value £195 Bombay. Telephone 
Durban. Elec.goods .. T 
Hamburg. Elec. machinery .. 17 


Fremantle. . Value £84 
198 


s Total oe . £174 


Belgium.— La Société des Accumulateurs Tudor, of 
Brussels, reports a profit of £3,100 for the year 1901. 


Books Received.—“ Journal of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers.“ No. 156, April, 1902. London: E. & F. N. 
Spon, Limited. 6s. | 

“ Proceedings of the Physical Society of London.” Vol. xviii., 
Part L, April, 1902. London: Taylor & Francis. 

" Report and Minutes of Proceedings of the Committee on 
Electrical Legislation of the Institution of Electrical Engineers." 
London: Offices of the Institution. 2s. 6d. 

" Working of Steam Boilers,” by Ed. G. Hiller, chief engineer of 
the National Boiler and General Insurance Company, Limited. 
Third edition. Manchester: Taylor, Garnett, Evans & Co, 
1902. 1s. 

“Etude Pratique, sur les Différents Systèmes d'Eclairage," by 
J. Defays and Н. Pittet. Paris: Gauthier-Villars. 2 fr. 50 c. 


Catalogues, &e,—Messrs. A. J. Beaumont & Co., of 
16, Stonegate, York, have sent us a list of designs, printed in 
colours, of plain and electric Coronation illumination devices. 

We have received an illustrated pamphlet from Mesers. Graham, 
Morton & Co., of Leeds, describing their patent automatic ash dis- 
charger, the coal elevator and conveyor, and the patent swinging 
coal-measuring chamber installed in the Kensington and Notting 
Hill E.L. works. 

Messrs. Royce, Limited, of Hulme, Manchester, have sent usa 
well-illustrated pamphlet describing some of the types of elec- 
trically-driven cranes constructed and erected by them. Several 
types are included in the list, amongst which are some heavy 
Golfath cranes for shipyards, &c., overhead travelling cranes, crabs, 
completely enclosed motor cranes and railway jib cranes and con- 
trollers for lifting machinery. 

A catalogue has come to hand from Messrs. J. Carter, Sons & Co., 
Limited, of New Bailey Street, Salford, of their general engineering 
tools, &c. The list contains very numerous illustrations of the 
various tools, and a short description is given as to fixing and using 
many of them. 

Messrs. Hodgson, Wright & Wood, of North Parade Works, 
Halifax, have just brought out a well illustrated price list 
of their twentieth century continuous-current protected motors, 
self-starting switches, main switches, &c. 

We have received from Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, an 
excellently got-up book on the design of large generators as manu- 
factured by the English Electric Manufacturing Company, Limited, 
at Preston. The illustrations are as good as they well could be— 
they would take a lot of beating. They consist of photographic 
reproductions of the interior of the East Ham and Portsmouth 
tramways power stations, where the Preston generators are in use ; 
also of a number of machines on testing beds at the works, and they 
show the casting, assembling, and other stages iu the manufacture 
and construction of the different parts of these continuous-current 
generators. The book will be acceptable, we believe, to all inte- 
rested in power and lighting stations. 

The British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited, have sent us 
copies of the following illustrated lists for binding up with their 
collection: No. 122, slow and moderate-speed motors, M. P.“ 
type; No. 123, direct and alternating-current tan motors. 

Tbe Lahmeyer Electrical Company has just issued a circular 
showing its continuous-current generators for direct coupling. 
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Боше neatly illustrated lists have come to hand from the West. 
minster Engineering Company, Limited, of Victoria Works, 
Willesden Junction, N.W. One gives prices and details of their 
continuous-current motors, and the other of the Westminster 
enclosed arc lamps. 

We have received a set of catalogues from the Bergmann Ele: 
trical Works, who have opened a sales and engineering office at 
11, Farringdon Avenue, Ludgate Circus, E.C. Lists Nos. 1 and 4 


ate devoted to details and sketches of their watertight steel con- 


duits for electric wiring and parts therefor (plain insulating, bras 
armoured, steel armoured, and iron armoured insulating conduit); 
list No. 2 particularises their Swan holders for lamps up to 250 volts, 
also Edison holders, magnetic lampholders, watertight porcelain 
sockets and globes; No. 3 giving many illustrations, prices, and ю 
forth for lever switches. A much more imposing list is their 
catalogue of electro-motors and dynamos of many types and sises. 
All of the lists are well arranged and neatly illustrated, and we have 
no doubt that they will be in demand by the trade and other pur- 
chases of electrical apparatus and machinery in London and the 
provinces. 

We have received from the International Electrical Engineering 
Company, of Clun House, W. C., a copy of their Bulletin No. 6, 
describing electric tramway apparatus. We are informed that the 
company laid down the first electric tramway in Belgium so long 
ago as 1892, and besides carrying out much work on their own 
account, the Liege works have for many years supplied traction 
motors, controllers, in quantities to other manufacturers. The 
Bulletin contains a description and prices of the firm's latest type 
motors, controllers, lightning arresters, &c., and is well illustrated. 
Particulars are given of the tractive effort, weights, &c., of standard 
motors, ranging from 74 to 35 B.H.P. 


Charge of Concealing Shares.—At the Guildhali, 
after many adjournments, C. Bright and others have been committed 
for trial on a charge of concealing shares from creditors. Defendants 
were allowed out on bail. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—Creditors of the 
Howell’s “ Simplex” Anti-Inductive Telephone Syndicate are to 
send particulars of debts, &c., to the liquidator, Mr. D. Е. Basden; 
33, St. Swithin’s Lane, E C., by June 14th. 

The Electric Fog Signal, Limited, of London, is winding up 
voluntarily, with Mr. @. Н. Carter, of 1, Queen Street, Cheapside, 
as liquidator. 


Duty on Electrical Goods to Norway.—Transformers, 
which have hitherto been admitted into Norway free of import 
duty, will in future have to pay aduty at the rate of 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. The duty on incandescent electric lamps has been 
fixed at 1 kr. 50 ore per kilog. 


Electrically-Driven Laundry Machinery.—At the 
Laundry Exhibition, which is being held at the Agricultura] Hall 
this week, a feature of the show is the electrically-operated laundry 
machines to be seen at the stand of Messrs. W. Summerscales aud 
Sons, Limited, Keighley. These comprise a high-speed hydro- 
extractor with a four-pole continuous-current motor mounted 
directly on the upper end of the vertical shaft, and а 103-in 
ironing machine driven by an electric motor through a single spur 
gear reduction and a long belt. Electrically-driven hydro-extractors 
are also shown by Messrs. T. Broadbent & Sons, of Huddersfield. 


Electricity in Iron Works.—The Electrical Company. 
Limited, have secured the contract for an extensive transmission of 
power plant at the Holwell Iron Works, Asfordby, near Melton 
Mowbray. 


For Sale.—Two 12-н.р, “ Otto” gas engines by Crossley 
Bros, two Wilson-Hartnell compound-wound dynamos, 12-xw, 
110-volts, with switchboard, and 150-ampere Hookham meter 
Offers for the above are required by the Leeds County Liberal 
Club. See Official Notices” this week. 


German Cable Makers.—It is announced that a syndi- 
cate of electric cable manufacturers has lately been formed in 
Germany with a view of pooling the orders that are to be given ont. 


Russia.— The Russian Customs authorities have decided 
that incandescent electric lamps of glass and china, with metallic 
attachment, are to be classified, for the p of import duty, 
under Section 169, the duty being 10 roubles 20 copecks per pood 
(equal to 74d. per lb.). . 


Soldering Paste,—The ** Electro-Soldine" Company, 
of Padiham, have sent us a sample of their soldering medium. 
This is put up ia collapsible tubes, rendering it very convenient 
and cleanly in use. It is stated to be free from acids and other 
corrosive materials, and should therefore be useful in electrical 
work. 


Summons.— Last week the Lewisham and District 
Electric Supply Company, Limited, were summoned at Greenwich 
by the London County Council for laying an electric main in High 
Street, Lewisham, otherwise than in accordance with plans sub- 
mitted by them. There were five summonses, two for not giving 
one month's notice of intention to carry out work, two for doing 
work without the approval of the Council, and the last for placing 
an electric main above ground. Mr. Daldy, for the Council, pro- 
ceeded to enter into details, when Mr. Shaw, for the company, said 
it seemed to him a case which should be adjourned, inasmuch as the 
company had appealed against the decision of the County Council 
to the Board of Trade, and if that appeal were successful the 
offences were the merest tecnicality. The company did give the 


F- 


ым 


O. 
Jol. 50. 5 1.276, May 9, 1902.] 


required month’s notice, but began the work a few days before the 
month expired, 8nd on receiving the refusal of the London County 
Council at once filled in the trenches, stopping the work as soon as 
the Council objected. Mr. Daldy said the company were required 
to abandon the work until the Council’s consent had been given, 
and the appeal to the Board of Trade, which was not made until 
ten days after the issue of the summonses, had nothing to do with 
this matter. The summonses were adjourned. 


The“ Armorduet " Wiring System.—We have be- 


fore us a set of advance sheets of the Armorduct Improved 
Electric Conduit Company's catalogue describing their im- 
proved conduit for electric wiring purposes. Mr. Fred. Bathurst, 
who needs no introduction to the wiring world, is the general 
manager of the company, and the offices are at 30, Oxford Court, 
Cannon Street, E. O. The Armorduct” is claimed to be a high- 
grade system of wiring which is the outcome of many years’ special- 
isation in this class of work. An introductory note to the list 
expresses the view that the expensive and commercially handi- 
capped ''double-wire" method of the present day can only be 
superseded by an economic single-wire system using an earthed 
conduit return, by employing a conduit which is correctly designed 
to act as a return conductor (through screwed joints), and which 
will efficiently shield the inner wire by forming for it a mechanic- 
ally permanent, non-corrodible and waterproof duct or raceway 
throughout its whole length. We gather that Armorduct is a high 
grade mild steel welded tube with special bending qualities, and it 
is manufactured under processes which guarantee a perfectly smooth 
interior. It is carefully coated inside and out with a superior 
insulating, flexible and moisture-proof enamel, which preserves the 
metal from rust or oxidation, and prevents its corrosion by the 
acids and alkalies contained in plasters and cements. Its object is 
to compete with standard gas piping in respect to price and ease of 
manipulation, and it has superior electrical qualifications. It is 
screwed with а special conduit thread, which ensures easy and rapid 
fitting with good electrical conducting and water-tight joints, but it 
can be worked with gas threading tools when preferred. It is claimed 
to bend cold without splitting. The list gives numerous details and 
illustrations of the various parts, such as inspection elbows aud tee 
pieces, circular and square-ty pe “knock-out” boxes. The “knock-out” 
type cast-iron boxes have been specially designed to suit conduit 
wiring work. Instead of having to use, as heretofore, four styles of 
boxes, a new, cheap, efficient and water-tight box has been designed, 
which will serve equally well for four differegt applications. It 
can be used as an outlet box to a single conduit equally as well as a 
four-way intersection box for a double "tap off" by the simple 
expedient of knocking out with a small hammer (or with the next 
smaller size conduit) tbc thin film of metal purposely left across 
the entrance holes arranged on each face of the box. The end of a 
conduit can be screwed in the hole by means of a back or lock-nut 
on the inside, or, if necessary, both the inside and outside. Rectan- 
gular faces are specially provided to ensure good mechanical fitting. 
In order to further increase the utility and general application of 
the “ knock-out” type of box to all systems of wiring, an improved 
form of tube-end reducing bushing is provided, specially designed to 
save the use of the inside securing lock-nut, and make it readily 
possible to effectively work the next smaller size conduit equally 
well into this type of box. Suitable screwing taps are provided, 
together with screwed reducing bushings, when it is desirable to 
screw the conduit directly into the side of the box, as in very damp 
situations, or, as an alternative, suitable washers can be employed 
with the back-nuts. A clip-type cover is suited to dry positions and 
those where the cover has to be removed so that the box can be 
quickly inspected. The screw-down cover is preferable where 
fing and mechanical protection are the essential require- 
ments. Allscrew-down cover type boxes are drilled and tapped in 
the centre of their base for the purpose of taking the brass centre- 
pin, by which the makers’ specially designed outlet fittings are 
screwed in the boxes. Where porcelain fittings are not utilised, the 
centre hole forms a convenient additional means of fastening it in 
position. Conduit ends, reducing bushings, lock-nuts, wood outlet 
blocks, and many other parts are included. A number of tools 
intended for the use of the conduit fitter and contractor are 
particularised. A wiring outlet fittings list is in course of 
preparation. 

Trade Announcemerts.—Mr. A. H. Hunt, whose pre- 
mises at Gresham Street were recently destroyed by fire, has now 
started again at his new and more commodious address, 115—117, 
Cannon Street. Mr. Hunt is supplying the trade only, and among 
his many specialities may be mentioned automatic distance switches, 
circuit breakers, iron case fuses, fuseboards, switchboards, fancy and 
cut glass shades and globes of English manufacture, &c. He is also 
representing the Walsall Electrical Company for the sale of their 
well-known apparatus, including arc lamps, motors, dynamos, 
circular ewitchboard instruments, portable wood case voltmeters aud 
ammeters, and cell testers, and particularly for switchboard work, 
of which the Walsall Company have so long made a speciality. Mr. 
Hunt also informs us that he bas now been appointed sole repre- 
sentative in this country for the sale of Messrs. Geoffroy and 
Delore's wires and cables, of which he holds а very large stock in 
London. A speciality of this firm is twin lead-covered wires and 
cables of which large stocks are always held. As mentioned 
by us last week, Mr. J. Pullar Phibbs has relinquished his connec- 
tion with Messrs. Geoffroy & Delore. 

Mr. G. Braulik says that his Glasgow branch at 155, Bath Street, 
is now fully stocked, and ready to deal promptly with orders for 
electrical supplies generally, including bells, telephones, incan- 
descent and arc lamps, flame arc lamps, carbons, and all electrical 
accessories. 
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Messrs. Scholes & Son, of Manchester, notify that their Swan 
Lane stores are in the centre of the city (behind 71, Market Street). 
The office is still at 85, Corporation Street, Manchester, where all 
letters, &c., should be addressed. 


Ulleswater Hotel Installation.—During the past 
winter the complete electric lighting of this well-known hotel, 
situated at Patterdale, inthe very heart of the Lake District, bas been | 


carried out by Messrs. Gilbert Gilkes & Co., Limited, hydraulic and 


electrical engineers, of Kendal. The plant presents some interesting 
and novel features in connection with a private installation of this 
capacity. There are at present about 200 lights in the hotel, but 
the plant has been designed in every way for future extensions, and 
it is proposed during next winter to instal an electric luggage hoist, 
as well as to add considerably to the number of lights, motors, &c. 
The motive power is obtained from two 18-H. P. Crossley high- 
speed oil engines. The dynamos are shunt-wound and provided 
with fly-wheels, and are of sufficient size to absorb the full power of 
the engines, giving current at a pressure from 100—150 volts for 
charging the accumulators, The battery of 55 accumulator cells, 
having a capacity of 660 ampere-hours, is placed ina room adjoining 
the engine room. The main switchboard is conveniently mounted on 
the partition between the battery and engine rooms, and is provided 
with all the usual switches and instruments. The two dynamo panels 
are at the sides, the battery panel being in the centre. To facilitate 
starting the oil engines, the main dynamo switches are made two- 
way, and provided with a two-way shunt switch with carbon con- 
tacts. By this means the dynamos are first connected through 
a fixed resistance across the terminals of the battery, and, acting as 
motors, are used to overcome the inertia of the heavy engine 
fly-wheel and crankshaft and so start the engines. The main 
switches are then thrown over, putting the dynamos in circuit with 
the battery through the automatic switches. The necessary cótrect 
value of the starting resistance was ascertained by experiment, the 
starting current being 40 amperes, which rapidly drops to about 
10 amperes as the engines speed up. 'The engine house is a detached 
building about 100 yards from the hotel, the current being carried 
from one to the other through a heavy armoured concentric cable. 
A large oil-storage tank, having a capacity of 500 gallons, is placed 
near the engine room, the oil being conveyed through a pipe from 
the bottom of the tank into the room. The exhausts from the 
engines are effectively silenced by allowing the pipes from the 
exhaust boxes to terminate in masonry silencers filled with shilloe. 
The installation was completed in time to be available for the 
Easter season, when its benetits were much appreciated by the 
numerous visitors. It will undoubtedly tend greatly towards 
increasing the popularity of this hotel and its enterprising pro- 
prietor, Mr. T. Bownass. The whole of the work had to be carried 
out between the end of the 1901 season in October and the com- 
mencement of the 1902 season in March, aud all the material had to 
be carted over rough fell roads for a distance of nine miles from the 
nearest railway station ; it is interesting to add here that during 
the greater part of the above period the roads are almost impassable, 
due to deep snow. 


Wolverhampton Exhibition.—The Brockie-Pell Com- 
pany have some 300—350 lamps now lighting the buildings 
and grounds of the Wolverhampton Exhibition, which was opened , 
on May 1st. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Acerington.— An inquiry was held last week by Lieut.- 
Colonel A. C. Smith, R.E., in response to an application by the 
Т.С. for sanction to borrow £3,725 for purposes of electric light- 
ing and the refuse destructor. 


Ashton-in-Makerfield.—In the course of a coroner's 
inquest on the death of two sinkers, due to a gas explosion ina 
sinking pit, it was found that the contractor had bared the electric 
lighting cable with his knife for the purpose of firing shots in the 
shaft. This isa very serious abuse of the electric lighting system, 
with lamentable consequences to the innocent victims; steps should 
be taken to render such tampering impossible. 


Bath.—Mr. R. H. Bicknell, L.G.B. inspector, held an 
inquiry last week into the application of the T.C. for leave to 
borrow £25,000 for electric lighting purposes. Of this sum, £12,371 
was for the purchase of new plant for next winter's lighting, in- 
cluding two 250-kw. steam dynamos, feeders and sub-stations; 
£11,195 was for capital spent in excess of the amounts already sanc- 
tioned. Mr. Francis Teague, city electrica] engineer, and Mr. E. 
Manville, consulting engineer, gave evidence as to the necessity for 
extensious and the probability of increase in the demand. 


Birmingham.—Mr. E. A. S. Fawcett, inspector of the 
L.G.B., on Tuesday last held an inquiry into the application by the 
Corporation to borrow £251,974 for the purposes of electric light 
supply. The town clerk stated that the whole sum would go for addi- 
tions to existing works and for an entirely new installation. The 
cost of the site in Summer Lane was £23,174. The area comprised 
was in extent about four acres, and had а frontage on the Birming- 
ham and Fazeley Canal, private basins and wharfage, and admirable 
facilities for supplying coal. The amount proposed to be expended 
upon machinery, new buildings, and additions to existing power 
stations in Water Street and Park Street was £41,909 3s. 2d., and 
the erection of the new generating station in Summer Lane was cet 
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down at £128,890. ` Thé ‘estimated cost of laying new mains, 
yap and equipping a sub-station, providing meters, &c., was 
B,000. ` The present generating stations in Water Street, Dale 
End, and Parker Street, would be working at their fall capacity in 
1903. There was no? sufficient land at those stations for the exten- 
sion of the works. For the purchase money of the land, £25,174, he 
asked 60 years, for the erection of buildings, architects’ commission, 
c., £73,946, he asked 30 years, and for the machinery and apparatus, 


£152,854, he asked 20 years. Mr. Vaudrey, the city electrical engi- 


neer, gave evidence in respect of the scheme. 


» Blackburn.—As the result of a fierce debate on the 
subject, some members favouring high speed and others low speed 
engines, the Electricity and Tramways Committee consented, some 
months ago, to refer the whole of the tenders received, numbering 
over 200, to an independent expert. The Committee, on the advice 
of its engineer, Mr. A. T. Giles, favoured the use of engines of 
moderate speed. On the nomination of Mr. Hawksley, pre- 
sident of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Prof. Kennedy 
agreed. to act as adviser. His report is in favour of 
engines of 180 revs. per minute. The tenders were for 
engines varying from 90 to between 300 and 400 revs. per minute, 
and the Committee’s engineer was іп favour of the type recom- 
mended by Prof. Kennedy. As some six or eight months had 
passed since the tenders were sent in, the Committeee considered 
it desirable to ask two or three of the firms whose tenders were 
selected by Prof. Kennedy as the best to send in fresh tenders, and 
the meeting concurred. The names of the selected firms will not 
be disclosed at present. 


Blackpool.— Col. A. G. Durnford, R.E., Inspector of the 

E. G. B., held an inquiry last week into an application by the Cor- 

ration for sanction to borrow £14,000 for purposes of electric 
ighting and other loans. There was no opposition. 


~- Bristol.—The Electrical Committee has accepted the 

tender of the British Insulated Wire Company, Limited, for the 
supply of cable, and the tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr for the supply 
of a dynamo at Temple Back. 


‚ Canterbury.—The number of consumers of the electric 
light is now 343, as compared with 259 twelve months ago. The 
revenue account shows a gross surplus for the year of £2,602 68. 3d., 
against 21,85 14s. 9d. in 1901. Principal and interest payments 
absorb £1,861 12s., leaving, with the balance brought forward last 
year, a sum of £1,150 4s. 8d. to be dealt with. 


Cardiff.—The Western Mail has erected on the roof of 


its premises a 30 ft. staging, surmounted by a signalling arc lamp, 
for the purpose of announcing to residents of the town and 
neighbourhood any important occurrence, such as the declaration of 
peace in South Africa. 


Cheshunt.— Mr. H. Wall Wilkinson has been instructed 
to prepare a report on electric lighting for the U.D C. : 


Darlington.—The report of the E.L. Committee shows 
that the gross profit for the first year of working has been £3,057 
48. 1d., and the expenditure £1,589, leaving a balance of profit of 
£1,467. Out of that sum £1,377 has been paid in interest upon 
and liquidation of debt, leaving a net balance of £90 1s. 11d. 


Dumfries.—The Т.О. has appointed Prof. Capper to 
prepare a report on the installation of electric lighting in 
Dumfries. ' 


Юпгһаш.—Азв though there were not already sufficient 
municipal trading in the county, a resolution has been passed by 
the County Council to appoint a special committee to investigate 
and report upon the following points:—(1) How far the County of 
Durham is covered by electric supply companies working under 
Acts of Parliament. (2) Inquire as to any special facilities existing 
in the county for generating electricity by waterfalls, &c., and as to 
the practicability of such facilities being employed to advantage in 
the county. (3) Inquire as to the financial results of electric 
schemes undertaken by municipal bodies. (4) Inquire how far it 
would be practicable and wise to develop a scheme for an electric 
supply for the county, or through the medium of Urban and Rural 
Councils, consistent with Acts of Parliament already obtained by 
existing companies. It only remains now for Parliament to take 
up the business of electricity supply. 


Lancaster.—The Т.О. ів to apply for borrowing powers 
for £25,000 for the extension of the electricity works and tram- 
ways. 


Leeds,— An explosion occurred in the Corporation elec- 
tricity works last week, owing to the bursting of a superheater. No 
great damage was done, happily. It would be interesting to know 
whether the accident was due to the lack of interlocking gear on 
the valves for flooding the superheater, a danger to which we have 
more than once drawn attention. | 


Little Woolton.—The U.D.C. has decided to apply to 


the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow a sum of £6,000 for electric 
lighting and road improvements. 


London.—CaxvEnwEkELL.—The town clerk reported that 
the B. of T. had inserted in the prov. electric lighting order a com- 
pulsory purchase clause with respect to the undertakings of other 
companies than the undertaking that was sought to be acquired. 
It was formally recommended by the Works Committee that the 
application for the order be withdrawn. The recommendation was 
carried, with an amendment to the effect “that this Council strongly 


protests against the insertion of the compulsory clause by the 
Joard of Trade.“ | 
ISLINdTOR.— The M.B.C. is protesting against the action of the 
E. C. C. in requiring & loan of £2,018 for the provision of meters to 
be repaid within ten years. : 
Greenwica.—The Royal Hill Lecture Hall, recently handed 
over to the M.B.C., is to be wired and electrically fitted at an esti- 
mated cost of £290. |  '- i 
„Мик Enp.—The Board of Guardians has come to. the singular 
conclusion that failures of the electric lighting of the Workhouse 
only occur when the accumulators are used, and has therefore 
decided to dispense with them, running the dynamos day and night 
instead ! | 
Crry.—It is stated that the Corporation has threatened to transfer 
the lighting of municipal buildings and offices.from the City of 
London to the Charing Cross Company, unless the former agree to 
а reduction in the. prices charged. 


Maeclesfield.—Last month the Electricity Sub-Com- 
mittee decided to send & sub-committee to visit several towns to 
view their electricity arrangements and recommend several names 
from which one might be selected as an expert to advise the Com- 
mittee. The T.C. last week discussed at some length a lighting and 
tramway proposal by private parties to form the Macclesfield Light 
Railways and Electric Lighting Company, and after hearing Mr. 
L. T. Godfrey Evans, the company's engineer, a resolution was 
passed in favour of the scheme. We understand that the scheme is 
з big one, the idea being to run trams to other towns ir the 
neighbourhood at a cost of about £500,000. i 


Pontypridd.—The D.C. recently decided not to take 
energy in bulk from the South Wales Electric Power Distribution 
Company, but to put down its own plant, and Mr. E. L. Hill, the 
manager of the company, has written to the Council protesting, as 
а ratepayer, against this “entirely needless expenditure.” In 
another letter, Mr. Hill, writing as manager of the company, states 
that he has received instructions on behalf of his company, to 
strongly oppose the Council spending any money on electric plaut 
before an inquiry has been held by the L.G.B., and that he is 
writing to tbe Board on the matter. Mr. Hill has further intimated 
that, asa ratepayer, he will urge the point he has raised in the 
strongest possible form at the inquiry. The reason given by some 
of the Pontypridd Councillors for the stand taken by the Council is, 
that the Council were offered energy at 14d. per unit, but that they 
were advised to refdse it unless they could get it at 2d. per unit, as 
the Council could make it themselves at 4d. per unit, and that this 
was actually being done at Dudley. The Councillors considered 
that they were bound by the advice of their expert. If this is 
actually the case, the Council is being grossly misled. There is not 
a local authority in the country that generates electricity at id. per 
unit for works costs alone. In no саве are the total costs below 1d. 
per unit, and in only a few cases are they below 1:54. per unit, in all 
but one instance thanks to a traction load. It would be interesting 
to learn the source of this electrical expert" advice. The merest 
tyro knows that a small municipal works cannot possibly compete 
with a large power scheme in the matter of price. 


Seaford.—The holders of the electric lighting prov. 
order, having failed to get it taken up, have abandoned it. 


South Africa.— According to the B. & S.A. Ezrpori 
Gazette, the reconstituted municipality of Pretoria is beginning to 
set its affairs in order. A large outlay on public improvements, 
including an electric lighting, power and traction installation, will 
soon become necessary. К | 

The B.C. of Kimberley has obtained sanction to borrow £10,0 0 
for the extension of the electric lighting system, on the condition 
that it is first ascertained, by consultation with the directors of the 
De Beers Company, that the latter cannot deliver energy to the 
Council ata lower rate than the Council can produce it for. Shoald 
the company be able to supply energy on advantageous terms, the 
loan will be diverted to cable extension and other works. 

From the same source we learn that a new concern styled the 
Paarl Electric Power Syndicate, Limited, has recently been ficated 
in the Cape Colony, and is seeking Parliamentary sanction to appro- 
priate a number of streams on the Paarl Mountains for the gener 
tion of electric energy and the supplying of the municipality with 
current for lighting, traction and other purposes. : 
` The T.C. of Bloemfontein ргороғсв to raise a loan of £25,000 for 
extensions of electricity works and mains. We trust that British 
manufacturers are alive to all these evidences of activity. 


South Wales.—The authorities of Neath, Aberavon and 
Briton Ferry are to be regarded by the South Wales Electrical 
Power Distribution Company as one customer, to take a minimum 
of 150,000 units per annum. 


Spain.— The Spanish Government is considering an appli- 
cation for a concession to put down a plant to utilise the water 
power of the Ursalti, in the province of Biscay, in the generation of 
electrical energy for lighting and power purposes in a number of 
small towns in the district. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdeen,—4At the Scottish Provisional Order inquiry 
at present proceeding in Edinburgh Lord Clifford presiding—tbe 
manager of the Great North of Scotland Railway Company, Mr 
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Wm. Moffat, opposed the Suburban Tramways Order, and stated 
that since the Aberdeen tramways had become electrified, the com- 
pauy's suburban receipts had dropped 54 per cent., and that they 
(the Railway Company) had carried 165,000 passengers less. 


Alexandra Palace.—The Islington M.B.C. is opposing 
the Middlesex County Council’s application for a light railway 
order, aud for powers to erect a generating station on the grounds 
of the Palace, towards the purchase of which the Council paid 
£14,000. 


Alexandria (Exypt).— The Alexandria Tramway Com- 


раву bas received offers, both good and numerous, from the West- 
inghouge Company, Thomson-Houston Company, of Paris, the 
Allgemeine Gesellschaft, of Berlin, and firms of similar standing. 
The Thomson-Houston Company are reported to have made a firm 
offer to subscribe for.1,500 new shares of the Alexandria and Ramleh 
Railway Company at something between £31 and £33 per share, 
and other firms have shown similar eagerness to provide the money 
required at a good margin over £30. The issue price will, it is 
stated, be £33. Nothing definite, however, has as yet been decided 


upon. 
Ayr.—By а majority of about three to one, the public, 


by plebiscite, have given their vote in favour of the running of cara 
on Sanday. 


Birkenhead.—The Electrical Tramways Committee have 
approved of plans for the new offices of the tramways department. 
The offices will be erected at the Laird Street depót, and will cost 
gbout £3,700. The committee have decided that the new track, 
which will double the existing New Ferry route track, shall be 
paved with wood between St. Paul's Road and the borough 
. boundary. А portion of the track in Balls Road is also to be 
doubled at a cost of £1,556. 


Birkdale.—On Saturday last a five minute service of 
the electric cars started to and from London Square, Southport, to 
Birkdale railway station. 


Caleutta.— The experiment of electric сагв in Calcutta 
bas proved a conspicuous and undeniable success, and it has become 
quite the fashion for the better classes to take the air at night in the 
first-class cars on the Kidderpore line. The second-class cars are ав 
heavily patronised as usual by the working classes, who have taken 
to the new traction quite naturally. The extension of the system 
will, we are sure, mark a new era of prosperity for the Calcutta 
Tramways Company.— Indian Engineering. 


Cavehill and Whitewell.—The Belfast Corporation 
on 5th inst., resolved to purchase Cavehill and Whitewell tramway 
or the portion of it running in the borough on terms equivalent to 
those offered by the B. E. T. Company, and to pay the latter the cost 
they have incurred in connection with the matter, and to promotea 
Bil in the next session. The terms, we believe, of the B. E. T. 
Company were to pay the company their capital in £15,000 6 per 
cent. preference shares. On the other hand, the Belfast District Rural 
Council disapproves of the action of the Corporation, and is in favour 
of the British Electric Traction Company securing the line on the 
grounds that the Corporation has shown great laxity in the city 
tramway affairs. 


Cranleigh (Surrey).—The Rural Railway Company, 
Limited, have applied to the Parish Council for consent to promote 
a light railway to connect Ockley, Cranleigh and Midhurst. 


Germany.—A Berlin dispatch to the N.Y. Electrical 
World, under date April 9th, says :— Herr von Thielen, the Prussian 
Minister of Public Works, speaking in the Diet to-day on the 
railway Budget, referred to the application of electricity to broad- 
gauge long-distance railways. He reviewed the racent experiments 
on the Wannsee and Zossen roads, and said that the traffic on the 
former, which is a Berlin suburban line, has been abandoned 
because electricity as a motive power was twice as expensive as 
steam and less secure from accidents, The insulation was never 
wholly perfect, and he was, therefore, convinced that the high- 
power lorg train system could not be adopted for general intro- 
duction. The Minister said, however, that the authorities were 
negotiating with an electrical company to introduce electrical 
traction on all trains between Grosslichterfelde (seven miles from 
Berlin) зод the capital, with prospects of better success. Referring 
to the single-car experiments on the military road between Berlin 
and Zossen, where a epeed of 100 miles an hour was reached, the 
Minister said he hoped for increased speed through tbe strengthen- 
ing of roadbeds, though he was still doubtful as to whether high- 
speed electrical traction was profitable. He said it must be con- 
fined to passenger traffic. 


:-. Glasgow.— Mr. Simpson, who recently brought а suc- 
cessful action against the Corporation for running their cars at an 
excessive speed, has brought up another action on similar lines. 
The Sheriff, on 28th ult., adjourned further hearing of the case to 
May 28th. | 


Gloucester.—A nice little dispute is going on between 
the Gloucester City Council and the county authority over about 
`4 miles of road outside the city boundary. The Corporation have 
recently purchased the city tramways, lock, stock and barrel, for 
£26,000, and are about to go in for a scheme of electric 
‘traction. Mr. Nevins, an American engineer, is also about to con- 
struct a system of electric tramways, connecting Gloucester with 
: Cheltenham and Stroud. At present the County Council have 
decided to give Mr. Nevins the right to construct his line over the 


piece of roadway in question, and have refused to approve of the 
city authority going outside its own boundary. А good deal of 
feeling has been engendered on both sides, and there will evidently 
be a severe struggle for the possession of this strip of road way. 


Haslemere—Farnham.—It is suggested in the Farnham, 
Hindhead and Haslemere Herald, May 3rd, that au electric system 
without rails, or pneumatic-tired motor-omnibuses worked from 
an overhead trolley wire, such as is being installed between 
Brunnen, Gersau, Vitznau and Weggis, on the Lake of Lucerne, 
should be constructed between Haslemere and Farnham, connecting 
Shotter Mill, Grayshott, Hindhead, Headley, and Frensham. This 
new mode of communication has been referred to, at times, in our 
columns. 


Liverpool.—The Tramways Committee have decided to 
construct the short length of proposed track between Knotty Ash 
and Old Swan, two suburban districts to the eastward of Liverpool. 
This track which will be about a mile in length as regards single line 
route, will form an important connection, as it will connect the 
extensive electric car system of the Liverpool Corporation with 
that of the St. Helens Tramway Company, and will open the way 
for forming the extensive network of connections projected under 
the scheme of the South Lancashire Electric Traction and Power 
Company, the construction of whose lines is now proceeding. 
Important possibilities are involved in this series of connections, as 
the Liverpool Docks and many of the manufacturing towns of 
Lancashire will be brought into touch by means of electric tram- 
ways, making the distribution of goods by this means quite feasible. 
Steps are being taken to arrange for the conveyance of goods over 
these lines of tramways. 

It is stated that a motor mail service between Liverpool and 
Manchester was inaugurated оп 186 iust. The mail contract has 
been let to the British Electric Traction Company and sublet to 
the Electric Haulage Company, of Manchester. The total distance 
to be run is 38 miles. | ' 


Maidstone.—The T.C. has decided to apply for an 
order under the Light Railways Act to construct tramways in the 
borough. 


Northumberland.—At the annual meeting of the 
Northumberland County Council, held at Newcastle-on-Tyne on 
the Ist inst., Alderman R. B. Sanderson reported that the Parlia- 
mentary Committee had secured the insertion of a clause in the 
Northumberland Electric Tramways Bill, insisting on a width of 
17 ft. between the outside rails of tramlines and the boundaries, 
inclusive of footpaths. 


Oldham.—Tbe Corporation tramway scheme is making 
good progress towards its ultimate completion. On Thursday last 
week, Major Druitt, of the B. of T., inspected another of the routes 
which have recently been finished. In addition to this he also 
inspected two short lengths which had not been completed on his 
recent visit, one having to be reconstructed from a double to a single 
track owing to frontagers’ objections, and the other delayed through 
the widening of a bridge over thecanal. There is every probability 
of the main route from Hollinwood to Waterhead being completed 
in time for the Whitsuntide holidays. 


Salford.—On Friday last electric cars superseded horse 
traction on the Lower Broughton route at Salford. The effect of 
this is that the last of the horse cars bas been seen at Victoria 
Bridge. 

Spain.— Plans are being prepared for the construction of 
an electric tramway to connect the Incio iron ore mines, in the pro- 
vince of Lugo, with the railway system, in order to convey the ore 
rapidly to the port of Vigo. 


Weston-super-Mare.—The new electric tramways here 
were opened for passenger traffic on 5th inst. 


Wolverhampton.—Our local correspondent writes :— 
“The ears on the new Lorain surface-contact system of electric 


‘traction commenced running on Wednesday in last week, and since 


then they have been well patronised. Just now the town 
is crowded with visitors for the Exhibition, and the service is 
found to be inadequate. Not only are there not a sufficient number 
of cars available, bat the stoppages are frequent. Asa consequence, 
numerous brakes are requisitioned for the extra traffic, and corre- 
spondents are beginning to pour out their troubles in the news- 
papers. Two or three horses have already suffered electric shocks, 
though without fatal resulta, but what is more serious, several 
pedestrians have been atartled by coming in contact with 
studs left alive. Judging by the periodic examinations to 
which they are submitted, these studs seem to be a source of 
trouble. In this connection it should be stated that a man is kept 
continually passing over the lines, testing the boxes ; and on Thursday 
last, on the occasion of the visitofthe Duke and Duchess of Connaught, 
to open the Exhivition, this man had an amusing experience with 
the crowd. He meanders along the track to ascertain if by chance 
any boxes have been left alive. For this purpose he carries in front 
of him a tray withsome delicate instruments, and a couple of canes 
with which to make the contact. Seeing him pottering about the 
track with his sticks, a sympathetic old lady—taking him for a 
blind souvenir seller in doubt—pulled him by the coat sleeve and 
whispered in bis ear, Wouldn't you be better on the pavement, my 
good fellow?’ Нег interest was, however, misplaced. Auother 
strange feature in connection with this Lorain system is that it 
appears to be necessary to frequently flush the track with water, 
ап element which must have an important bearing in estimating 
the merits of this novel mode of traction.“ | 
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ELECTROMOBILE NOTES. 


An article on “ The Storage Battery in the Commercial Operation of 
Electric Automobiles,” by W. H. Palmer, jun., appeared in the 
Electrical World and Engineer, New York, April 12th, 1902. The 
following are interesting extracts from this very valuable and 
ably written paper :— 

* Tn discussing the merits of the various systems of automobile 
propulsion, the electrically-driven vehicle is too frequently dismissed 
with the arbitrary statement that, although ideal in so far as motor 
controlling mechanism, &c., is. concerned, it is rendered impracti- 
cable for convenient use by reason of the great weight of the 
necessary storage battery, its unreliability, and the great amount of 
attention which it demands. On the other hand, there are not 
lacking those who maintain that, thanks to the unremitting efforts 
of the past 10 years, the storage battery is, in the special types 
furnished for automobile work, freed to a great ‘extent from these 
objections. 

“ Electric cab service in New York City was inaugurated in the 
spring of 1897, by the Electric Carriage and Wagon Company with 
an equipment of 12 hansoms and one surrey. To-day that service, 
conducted by the New York Transportation Company, has grown to 
such proportions that upwards of 300 vehicles are in daily operation, 
running an average of nearly 5,000 cab-miles per day. 

* That the service performed by these vehicles is successful from 
the point of view of the patrons, is shown by the fact that at rates 
equal to or in excess of the rates charged for the highest class of 
horse livery service, far more applications for service are received 
daily than the company, even with its increased equipment, is able 
to accept. 

* About one and a half batteries are kept in commission for each 
vehicle operated ; of these about two-thirds are at present of the 
* Chloride Manchester' type, and one-third of the ' Exide' type, 
both the product of the Electric Storage Battery Company, of 
Philadelphia. | 

The standard brougham, or hanson, battery of this type consists 
of 44 cells, having three Manchester positive and four Chloride 
negative plates. The weight of the battery complete in the tray, 
with all connecting straps, &c., is 1,790 lbs, and the capacity 
108 ampere-hours at the three-hour rate of 36 amperes. Specific 
gravity of electrolyte, 1,250 when fully charged." 

These batteries were originally furnished with  corrugated 


5 hard rubber separators between the plates, but these were 


ound unsatisfactory for various reasons; one source of trouble was 
the tendency of these separators to flatten and to form pockets 
in which the waste of the active material collected, causing partial 
ahort- circuits, aud weak or dead cells”; they were replaced by heat- 


Weight. Mean 
Lbs. volts. 
“ Chloride Manchester" type of bat- 
tery, 44 cells. Heavy weight and 1,790 84 
low output. 
“Exide” type, 44 cells. Ordinary 
light pasted type with compara- 1,650 ‚87 
tively high output. 


the Chloride Manchester" battery negatives 20,000, and positives 
12,000 miles; or 140 per cent. more than that of tbe “ Exide” 
plates. Cells of the ' Exide” type require cleaning after 1,500 to 
1,800 miles, and the “Chloride Manchester” type after 2,400 to 
2,800 miles (with the corrugated perforated hard rubber separators 
the Chloride batteries had to be cleaned after only 600 to 1,200 
miles). | | 

А '' Daily Trouble report” is given for all the cells :— 

“In the new station, with the better care made possible by 
increased facilities, the number of cases of power exhaustion has 
been reduced to an average during the last nine months of operation 
of only 1°31 per 1,000 vehicle miles. These figures include power 
exhaustion from all causes, and the great majority are due to im- 
properly-oiled bearings, defective motors, snow or mud-covered 
streets, carelessness on the part of drivers in wasting power, 
attempts to make abnormally long runs, &c. These figures are 
being improved upon, but already the showing speaks well for the 
batteries, and for the system of charging and caring for them. 

*'The good results secured are also undoubtedly due in a great 
measure to the improvements made in the vehicles, and to the 
efficient administration which prevails in the department responsible 
for their condition. The power consumption has been reduced to 
the figures given by the change from pneumatic to solid tires, 
changes in the bearings, and a careful treatment of many other 


. details. The storage battery is the least variable of the many factors 


involved in electric vehicle operation, yet it is, by the thoughtless, 
the one most frequently blamed in the event of failure. Disregard- 
ing pleasure vehicles suitable only for summer use, over 90 
cent. of the vehicles owned are in constant operation, less than 10 
per cent. being the proportion out of commission from day to day 
for repairs of all kinds.” The article concludes, “So far from being 
an insuperable obstacle to the success of electrically-propelled 
vehicles, the battery isto-day better adapted to its work than eome 
other portions of the equipment, and, in point of maintenance 
costs, a smaller factor in the total expense of operation than are, 
for instance, the rubber tires on the vehicle it runs." 

The Americans have succeeded with their electric cab service in 
New York City, under conditions almost identical with those under 
which the London Electric Cab Company failed. The batteries 
are as heavy, the complete carriage, with passengers, weighs 2 tons 
7 cwt., and there is admitted great wear and tear of the tires, and 
at heavy cost; despite this the New York Transportation Company 
have in five years increased the number of their catriages from 
12 to 300, and their perseverance and business management have 
made their company a success. | 

The comparative results of the use of the two, almost opposite, 
types of batteries, are of great importance, and are given below :— 


Ss ̃7˙ Fe -—— — Ба — — — - — —— em — 


Capacity 


; Watt-hours Car- ; 
Discharge | А Life 
ane | sce | pec) "imam | олш 
| | Positives 
36 108 507 | 385 | 9 
| 'L 20,000. 
- | Positives 

39 156 8:2 4277 4,500. 
Negatives 

6,750. 


proof material, but the first cost of these perforated corrugated 
separators, and the breakage on cleaning, was a constant source of 
annoyance and expense, and they were condemned. The Electric 
Storage Company replaced them by grooved wood separators, with- 
out perforations, 4 in. thick, with vertical grooves ;*; in. deep on 
both sides. The width of the separators is equal to, and the height 
4 in. greater than, the plates. | 

These wood separators have proved satisfactory, and, it is stated, 
do not increase the internal resistance of the cell. The 44 cells are 
connected in one series. 

“The weight of a standard brougham, with battery, driver, and 
two passengers, is about 5,300 lbs. Such a vehicle, when in good 
condition, will consume, at the normal running speed, on level 
asphalt, about 50 watt-hours per 1,000 lbs. per mile, or 265 watt- 
hours per vehicle mile. A fair average has been found to be 60 watt- 
hours per 1,000-1bs. mile — f. e., 144 watt-hours per ton-mile, English 
—or 318 watt-hours per vehicle mile.” 

“ The capacity of the battery at the three-hour rate is, as stated, 
108 ampere-hours. Ав the average voltage of discharge of 44 cells 
at this rate is about 84 volts, the watt-hour capacity is about 9,072 
watt-hours. The mileage capacity under average conditions will, 
therefore, be 28:5 miles." 

The “ Exide " battery has a perforated negative lead sheet pasted 
on both side with litharge, and is ү; in. thick when finished; the 
positive is of the cage type with vertical ribs pasted and formed, 
and when finished 4. in. thick. The separators are of wood, as in 
the “Chloride Manchester" type, and in addition a plain per- 
forated hard rubber sheet is placed against each side of the positive 
plate; 44 cells are used as before, weighing, complete with tray, 
1,650 lbs., or 140 lbs. less than the “Chloride Manchester " type. 
The capacity is 156 ampere-hours at the four-hours’ rate of 39 
amperes, voltage 87, watt-hour capacity 13,572 watt-hours, an 
increase of 50 per cent. on the “Chloride Manchester" type. 
Mileage capacity of vehicle 427 miles. 

The average life of the “ Exide” battery is stated to be for nega- 
tive plates 6,750 miles, and positives 4,500 ; and the average life of 


\ 


It will be noted that the output per pound of complete battery із 
given as 8'2 watt-hours, as against 12 to 15 watt-hours per lb. of 
complete battery obtained in this country. 

The American company started their operations with the heavier 
type of battery, and are apparently superseding them with the 
lighter type. It has been found that the use of a cell of compara- 
tively light weight for great output is more economical in first cost 
and per car-mile, than that of the heavy type. 

One extraordinary feature of the results obtained ie the long life 
in hard daily use of the light pasted type, 4,500 car-miles for the 
positives; this is equal to over 10,000 ton-miles, and is exceedingly 
good, and promises well for the future of electric cabs, run under 
these almost ideal conditions of management. 

CokRECTION.— In our Electromobile Notes" of April 25th, tn re 
the motor car exhibition, Mr. Oppermann, oneiof the exhibitors, was 
inadvertently referred to as Mr. Oppenheimer. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES 


Delany System.—A New York electrical exchange says 
that the Delany rapid telegraph system, which has been in 
operation by the Pennsylvania Railroad between Philadelphia and 
Altoona for the past six months, is to be immediately extended to 
Harrisburg and Pittsburg. The new apparatus was ordered some 
time ago, and is ready to he installed as soon as the Pittsburg 
station is ready. About 500 messaves, equivalent to 1,000 ordinary 
commercial messages, аге sent daily by the Delany method over the 
Philadelphia-Altoona wire, which includes a telephone circuit in 
constant use, without in the least interfering with conversation. 

Scarborough Telephones, — The Corporation Tele- 
phone Sub-committee has decided to apply to the Postmaster- 
General for a licence to establish municipal telephones in the 
district. (Continued on page 777.) ; 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF GLOW LAMPS. millions, We are open to correction at the hands of those 
| — who prefer to make their own guesses. 


How many glow lamps are here in use in the United Remembering the enormous capital expended in? gene- 
Kingdom? The question does not admit of a reply which rating and distributing plant for electric lighting with glow 
can be trusted within any respectable degree of accuracy; lamps—the proportion to be deducted for motors and are 
but at least we can make an attempt at a solution. From lamps being inconsiderable—it is curious how little public 
our statistical tables attention is given 
issued early last to the manufacture 
month, it will be of the lamps, which 
found that the total are the very founda- 
capacity of the tion of the in- 
electricity supply dustry. Perhaps it 
stations at work is is because the in- 
roughly 400, 000 dividual lamps are 
kw. Assuming not in themselves 
that 50 8-C. P. lamps imposing or impres- 
are installed for sive, unlike the 
every kilowatt pro- generators which 
vided, this corre- serve their needs; 
sponds with an nevertheless, the 
equivalent lamp process of building- 
connection of 20 up a glow lamp 
milliong.. Allowing from the raw 
for the facts on the materials is one of 
one hand that a the most interest- 
very large рго- ing and beautiful 
portion of the that the electrical 
lamps are of 16 or | | | | industry has to 
higher candle- (THe LABORATORY (Brook Green Works): SquraTING THE Raw FILAMENTS. show. In the fol- 
powers, that motors | | lowing}: pages we 
are included in the “equivalent lamp connection,” have endeavoured to place before our readers a detailed 
and that many stations are by no means so full account of the manufacture of the Robertson lamp, which is 
loaded as their owners would wish, while, on the other carried on at the works of the Incandescent Electric Lamp 


Wel hey 


SETTING-IN THE CARBONISED FILAMENTS. 
WINDING THE Raw FILAMENTS ON CARBON BLOCKS. : 


hand, no regard is taken in these figures. of the enormous Company, Limited, at Brook Green, Hammersmith, under the 
number of lamps supplied with power from isolated plant, joint managership of Mr. C. J. Robertson and Mr. C. 
we may put the actual number at between 15 and 20 Wilson. | 
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Ic is a remarkable fact that the actual processes involved 
in the manufacture are practically identical with those in 
vogue seven years ago, when we gave a brief description of 
the works, which at that time, however, were relatively small 
Then, the 


compared with the present extensive premises. 
annual output was . 

but half a million 
lamps; now it is 
more than 2} mil- 
lions per annum, 
and is rapidly in- 
creasing. - 

The parchment- 
ised cotton process 
of. Swan, formerly 
во popular, has 
given way to the 
solution of cotton 
wool in zinc 
chloride, now 
practically uni- 
versally in vogue. 
Pure cotton wool 
is employed, and 
is dissolved in a 
hot solution of zinc 
chloride, therelative 
proportions of the 
raw materials, the 
strength’ of the 
solvent, and the 
temperature being 
carefully regulated 
to obtain the best 
results. The pro- 
luct resulting from this process is a dark brown 
viscous fluid. It is highly important that this should be 
entirely free from bubbles; in order to avoid these, the fluid 
is drawn out of the mixing vessel into glass flasks, by pro- 
ducing a partial vacuum in the delivery tubes, air pumps 
being provided for this purpose. A row of flasks, in which 


View or Mountina Боом, 


number of tall glass jars, nearly filled with alcohol, are 

surmounted by a system of tubes connected with the tai ks; 

a tube drawn out to form a nozzle with an orifice of definite 

diameter dips into the alcohol in each jar, and the liquid is 

drawn from the tanks and squirted through these nozzles by 
means of com- 
pressed air. The 
effect of the alcohol 
upon the emergent 
liquid is to im- 
mediately solidify 
the latter, so that 
the liquid jet be- 
comes a solid fila- 
ment, which gathers 

in coils at the bot- 
tom of the jar ; so 
regularly does the 
process take place 
that in the case of 
the thicker  fila- 
ments each turn 
lies exactly upon 
the preceding one, 
and а slightly 
conical turret is 
gradually built up, 
forming a remark- 
able and pretty 
object. 

After this process 
the newly - formed 
filaments are washed 
for a long period 
in trays of running 

water, until every trace of the re-agents employed has been 
removed. : | 

The next step is to dry the filaments ; for this purpose 
‘they are loosely wound on drums covered with thick velvet, 
which possesses the double advantage that the long pile 
provides an elastic and yielding bed for the filaments, while 


DETAIL VIEW OF MOUNTING APPARATUS, OPEN. 


the process of extracting air is taking place, may be seen in 
‘the background of our view of the laboratory. 

After standing for some time in the tanks, the liquid is 
converted into solid filaments by a most simple and beautiful 
process, illustrated in the foreground of the same view. A 


PROCESS OF FLASHING THE FILAMENT. 


at the same time it permits of the access of air to all sides of 
them, so as to ensure uniformity in drying. ‘The filaments 
at this stage are uniform, smooth and perfectly cylindrical 
threads, of a yellowish colour (the brown hue disappears at 
the moment of formation of the filament when the jet comes 
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in contact with the alcohol) ; the thread is weak, and some- 
what brittle, so that it has to be carefully handled. In 
course of drying the filament diminishes enormously in thick- 
ness—about two-thirds—and shortens also (hence the 
advantage of the velvet covering on the drums). . s 


APPARATUS FOR FLASHING PROCESS, 


The next process is that of winding the filaments on 
carbon formers, in preparation for carbonisation. This is 
shown in one of our views, "Taking a bunch of cut filaments, 
the operator fixes the ends on the carbon block with melted 
wax ; by clever manipulation, the bunch is quickly flattened 
out into a single layer, and is then formed into a horse-shoe 
shape by bending over the rounded edge of the block, or 
into a spiral by taking one or more turns round a carbon rod 
attached to the former, after which the free ends are fastened 
down with wax as atthe commencement, Several bands are 
wound on each former in this way. 

The wound formers are then packed in a mass of carbon 
dust in a crucible, which is raised to an intense white heat in 
a furnace, care being, of course, taken to prevent access of 
air to the filaments. After baking for several hours, the 
crucible is slowly cooled—the whole process of carbonisation 
occupying the better part of a day, During the operation, 
a further shrinkage, both in length and diameter, takes place, 
the former being rendered possible by the softening of the 
wax, which allows the ends of the filaments to retract. 

The filaments are now extremely hard and elastic—hard 
enough, in fact, to scratch glass ; they consist of practically 
pure graphite. There are few more remarkable products of 
human handiwork than glow lamp filaments: in purity, 
structure, and shape they are marvellously near perfection, 
and form a striking contrast with the soft white filaments 
from which they are composed. 

The next step is to attach the platinum leading-in wires 
to the ends of the filaments. As is well. known, platinum 
is the only metal which has a coefficient of expansion as 
small as that of glass, and its use is, therefore, obligatory in 
order to secure a durable vacuum and to avoid fracture of the 
glass; but it is a very costly material, and therefore the 
wires are, naturally, neither longer nor thicker than required 
to carry the current to the filament. Having been cut in 
short lengths, one end of each wire is flattened in a little 
mill, and the wire is then drawn through a circular die, 
‘which converts the flattened end into a tube. . The filament 
having been cut to length by gauge, each end is inserted into 


one of these tubes, and the latter is flattened so as to grip the 
filament with a pair of forceps, as shown in our view of the 
* setting-in " process, | 

Up to this point no test& have been mentioned, as none 
are necessary; but here commences the long series of tests 
of which every lamp and filament has to run the gauntlet— 
indeed, the manufacture of the lamp may almost be called a 
series of tests. The diameter of every filament is now 
measured by means of a simple micrometer, those which 
fail to pass this test being discarded. 

The next process is perhaps the most interesting of all, 
namely, the mounting. One of the greatest obstacles in 
the path of the early lamp makers was the joint between 
the carbon and the platinum, and numerous ingenious devices 
were adopted to effect the junction. "The method which has 
proved itself the fittest to survive is the deposition of carbon 
upon the joint, by heating the latter to whiteness in a fluid 
hydro-carbon. This process is in itself a triumph of ingenuity, 
and the result attained by means of it is most admirably 
adapted for its purpose, consisting of a hard, dense sleeve of 
pure carbon, adhering closely to both the platinum wire and 
the carbon filament. Almost any flaid hydro-carbon is 
applicable to the process, whether liquid or gaseous, but the 
best results are obtained with benzine. This is a most in- 
flammable substance, and, although there is no danger so 
long as the white-hot joints are wholly immersed in the 
liquid, there is certain to be a blaze if the heated parts are 
above, or very near, the surface, This was always a grave 
drawback to the use of benzine, until the Robertson Com- 
pany took the matter in hand; they, however, devised a 
system which meets all objections, and has been specially 
adopted by the inspectors of the London County Council as 
a standard for use in all glow lamp factories under their 
control. 

The“ mounting room“ is shown as a whole in one of our 
views, from which it will be seen that the operators work 
at slate benches, which are divided into compartments by 
sheet-iron partitions; In each compartment there is a tank 
about 9 in. deep, and 8 х 4 in. in plan, made of iron, 


SEALING FILAMENTS IN GLASS BULBS, 


to contain the benzine; this is provided with a hinged 
lid, which can be closed instantly in case of a flare-up, 
so as to extinguish the flames. Close against the back of 
the tank is an air duct, through which a constant down 
draught is maintained by means of pumps; by this means 
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the vapour which is constantly rising from the surface of 
the benzine is removed. Beneath the bench is a system of 
iron pipes connected with each of the benzine tanks; by. 
opening a valve at the side of the room, the whole of the 
tanks can be instantly emptied of their contents, which are 
discharged at a safe place outside the building. The build- 
ing itself in which these operations are carried on is isolated 
from the main buildings, access being gained by a covered 
bridge. Lastly, each of the operators is provided with a 
fireproof apron, which is treated anew every week so as to 
maintain its incombustible qualities unimpaired. | 


MuNICIPAL ART GALLERY. 


INTERIOR OF MACHINERY HALL 
DunING PREPARATION. 


FRoNT оғ MACHINERY HALL. 


PAVILION OF THE HORDER VEREN. 


made to press lightly against the two legs of the filament a 
short distance from the joints, the legs being supported by a 
corresponding bur at the back; by this means the filament. 
is short circuited, the current being confined to the joints. 
Having clamped the filament in position, the operator lowers 
it into the bath of benzine ; a small current is then switched 
on, and brought up to the required strength by means of & 
sliding rheostat, as shown on the left of the view. The pro- 
cess can be watched and regulated throughout ; when it has 
been carried far enough, the operator first cuts off the cur- 
rent, and then removes the filament. The current strength 


PAVILION OF THE “Соор Hope” FORGE AND 
THE Deutz Gas ENGINE WORKS. 


ONE OF THE BOILER Houses. 


DUSSELDORF EXHIBITION. 


That these precautions are by no means superfluous will 
readily be understood ; that they are effectual may be 
gathered from the fact that though from time to time 
“ flare-ups” occur, there has never been any serious acci- 
dent in connection with this department. 

A separate view is given of one of the benzine tanks, 
showing also the apparatus used for the mounting process. 
This consists of a counterbalanced pivoted lever, which 
carries at the outer end a pair of grips for the platinum 
wires ; the grips are connected with a circuit, maintained at 
a suitable voltage. A metal bar is carried on an insulating 
arm, which is hinged in such a way that the bar can be 


required is considerable, as much as 10 amperes being used 
for an 8-c.P. 200-volt glow lamp ; but no ammeter is oon- 
sidered necessary, as the current required varies according 
to the size of filament, temperature of the bath, &c. | 
The next step is the flashing of the filament. Although 
the carbonised filaments have a hard, smooth surface, and 
are very nearly homogeneous, a still better result can be 
obtained by depositing carbon over the whole length of the 
filament. The deposit has a very low specific resistance, во 
that it can be used as a means of regulating the resistance 
of the filaments; it also gives a very hard surface, of low 
emissivity and greater durability than the unflashed surface. 
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The filament is clamped in terminals on a flat plate, upon 
which a bell glass can be lowered. The air is then removed 
from the interior of the glass by pumps. When a sufficient 
vacuum is attained, benzine vapour is admitted to the 
glass, at a very low Pressure, by means of a three-way 
cock, and the filament is raised to incandescence by passing 
a current through it. During this operation it is viewed 
through a blue-tinted glass, to avoid dazzling the eyes of the 
operator. The latter is able to judge of the effect produced 
by the degree of incandescence, and is also able to make 
actual measurements of the resistance by means of a bridge 
and galvanometer. 
uniform results in candle-power and efficiency. The appa- 
ratus is so designed, with counter-balanced bell-glass, 
switches, rheostats, &c., as to facilitate, as far as possible, the 
carrying out of this important process. As only small 
quantities of inflammable vapour are used, and these are 
under control all the time, practically no danger i is attendant 
upon the process. 

The filament is now completed, ready for каш Шш fhe 
bulb. 

(To be concluded.) 


THE DÜSSELDORF EXHIBITION. 


On Thursday last week this Exhibition of German National 
Industry and Art was formally opened by the Crown Prince. 
Although the Industrial exhibits are limited to the products 
of the provinces of Rhineland and Westphalia, a splendid 
collection of manufactures has been brought together, illus- 
trating in a striking manner the extraordinary progress which 
has been made by German industry since the Diisseldorf 
Exhibition of 1880. 

Düsseldorf itself is called the “ Garden City,” and the 
appellation is well bestowed ; the beautiful Hofgarten and 
the People’s Park are delightful and attractive resorts, and 
at this season, when the foliage is at its freshest and the 
weather is still cool, they are veritable glimpses of fairvland. 
Düsseldorf is noteworthy, too, on the score of its remarkably 
well-organised and comprehensive system of municipal 
government ; parks, theatres, the harbour, tramways, gas, 
water and electricity works, nursing homes, and abattoirs, 
all are owned and controlled by the city authorities, and so 
far as one can see, the result is highly satisfactory. 

The Exhibition grounds, which cover an area twice as 

as those of the Glasgow Exhibition of 1901, extend 
along the right bank of the Rhine for about 2,000 yds. „ With 
an average width of 800 yds., and include a large portion of 
the Hofgarten. The Machinery Hall covers an area of 
5 acres, and consists of a lofty central bay, 840 ft. long, 
flanked on either side by a smaller bay. The arched roof 
consists of iron and glass, affording excellent lighting ; 
numerous electric cranes, lifting up to 30 tons, serve the 
three bays, and a range of 20 boilers provides a supply of 
steam for the running plant. The Industrial Hall is half as 
large again, and there are numerous pavilions in the 
grounds, the largest of which is that of Messrs, Krupp 
Brothers, containing а magnificent display of guns, armour- 
plate and ammunition, screw propeller shafts, &c. 

The most important electrical exhibit is undoubtedly 
that of the Elektrizitiits Aktien-Gesellschaft, vormals W. 
Lahmeyer & Co., of Frankfurt ; apart from their pavilion, 
the company have provided no less than 15 electric gene- 
rators out of 29 used for the supply of electricity for 
lighting and other purposes in the Exhibition, Amongst these 
there is a 330-Kw. 10,000-volt single-phase alternator, 
running at 94 revolutions per minute; a 2,000-Kw. three- 
phase alternator, and several smaller ones, working at 5,000 
and 2,000 volts; and a large number of direct-current 
machines, of which the largest is of 440-K w. capacity. 

The Helios Elektrizitäts A.-G., of Köln-Ehrenfeld, show 
а three-phase 2,000-volt generator of 1,300-к\. capacity, 
running at 72 revolutions per minute ; the Deutsche 
Elektrizitifs Werke, of Aachen (Garbe, Lahmeyer & Co.) 
have several dynamos and one alternator at work ; Messrs. 
Мах Schorch & Co., of Rheydt, also show one alternator and 


Thus it is possible to obtain very . 


a number of dynamos, and Messrs. Ernst Н. Geist, of 
Köln, exhibit a dynamo and motors. In addition, 
there are several dynamos used for electricity supply by 
exhibitors, apart from the central station plant, and an enor- 
mous number of motors. 

The ruling tendency of the exhibits is towards low speeds 
and horizontal engines — exactly the opposite of the 
Glasgow Exhibition; further, the majority of Ше 
engines are of the compound tandem type, with one 
crank, direct coupled to the generator. The valve gear 
takes a variety of forms, every maker apparently possessing 
his own special type; trip gears are common, though many 
engines are equipped with simple double-beat valves operated 
by mechanism of the positive-action type. 

Several vertical engines are shown, the finest being the 
8,000-H.P. engine of the Gutehoffnungshütte, coupled to 
the large Lahmeyer three-phase generator; none of these 
runs at a higher speed than 225 revolutions per minute, and : 
all are of the open type. "The build of the alternators and 
dynamos is of remarkable uniformity, but little i in the way of 
novelty being noticeable. 

The views of some of the features of the Exhibition and 
of the city, which we reproduce on p. 776, will afford an 
indication of the character of the buildings ; their contents 
will be dealt with in later issues. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


(Continued from page 772.) | 
Emden-Vigo Cable.—The working operations of the 


German Marine Telegraph Company, whose general meeting has 
just been held at Cologne under the presidency of the Marquis of 
Tweeddale, were severely prejudiced by the interruptions in the 
Emden- Vigo cable during the past year. The first fault arose on 
January 28th and continued until March 13th, says the Financial 
Times, whilst the second iuterruption was of shorter duration, 
having extended from November Ist to the 9th of the same month. 
The repair of the cable at the first break occupied a considerable 
time in consequence of the unfavourable weather, and greatly in- 
creased the expenditure. The net profits for 1901 amount to 
£6,189, as compared with £12,058 in the previous year, and the 
dividend declared is at the rate of 3 per cent. as against 5 per cent. 
for 1900. 


German-American Cable.—A daily press telegram 
from Berlin says that the German cable steamer /'odbielski has 
received orders to take soundings and measurements in the Atlantic 
Ocean preparatory to laying a new German-American submarine 
cable. 


Manchester Telephones. — At a meeting of the 
Telephones Committee of the Manchester Corporation held on 
Tuesday, it was decided to recommend the withdrawal of the 
Manchester Telephone Area Bill now before Parliament. 


Southport Telephones.—The Corporation are taking 
steps in regard to municipal telephones. A draft copy of the 
telephone license has been forwarded to the Town Clerk by the 
Postmaster-General, and is now under consideration. The license 
permits the Corporation to include in its telephone area the whole 
of the Ormskirk Union with the exception of Birkdale. 


Swedish Telephones.—4A Bill is abont to be laid before 
the Swedish Parliament, states the British Consul (A. S. MacGregor), 
for the purchase by the State of the rights and stock of the two 


private telephone companies — Allmünna and Bell The price 
wanted is given as altogether about £711,110. 

Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 

CABLES. INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED. 
Latakia-Cyprus a June 20, 1899 oe 
Alexandria- Laruaca RN .. Jan. 19, 1902 .. 
Pueito Plata- Martinique .. May 5, 1902 
LANDLINES :— 

" Pia Hanekin " on Persian territory Feb. 94, 1000 .. T 
Communication with Багай and Cartagena Dee. 8. 1900 T os 
Guanta-Barcelona . March 17, 1902 .. КЕ 
Berlin-Versovic . . March 31, ма PD 2. 


. March 6, 1902 
. April 26, 1902 .. 


Barcelona-C iudad Bolivar 
Puerto Plata and San Domingo 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking,—June 6th. Motors, pipework, chequer plat- 
ing, &c. See “ Official Notices to-day. 
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Bedford.—May 17th. Fuel economisers for Corpora- 
tion. Bee “Official Notices" April 25th. · — 


Brighton. — May 12th. Boundary wall and extensions 
to the tramway car sheds for ш Corporation. 'Bee “ Official 
Notices" May 2nd. 


Brighton.—June 9th. Points, crossings, tie-bars, bolts, 
&c., for the Corporation tramways ; also 300 tons of steel rails, Bee 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 


Bury.—May 20th. Jet condenser and pumps: for the 
electricity works. See “ Official Notices " May 2nd. 


Coventry.—May 26th. Steam and water pipes and 
accessories. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Dartford.—May 10th. 300-K W. steam dynamo, piping, 
and switchbeard instruments; Lancashire boiler, feed pump, &c. 
See “ Official Notices” April 25th. 


- Dublin.—May 13th. Tenders are being invited by the 
Lighting Committee for the construction of a cast-iron subway 
under the Grand Canal Dock near the Victoria Bridge in connection 
with the municipal electricity supply undertaking. 


Dudley.—May 20th. Motors for the E.L. Committee. 
See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


France.—May 15th. The French Post and Telegraph 
authorities in Paris are inviting tenders until 15th inst., for the 
supply of 550 tons of copper wire. Particulars may be obtained 
from, and tenders are to be sent to, Le Sous-Secretariat d'Etat des 
Postes et des Telegraphes, Rue de Grenelle, 103, Paris. 


Glamorgan.—May 31st. ^ Elcctric wiring, &c., for 
Parc Gwyllt and Angelton Asylums, near Bridgend. See “ Official 
Notices " to-day. 


Glasgow.—June 1 th. Economiser 
plants. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Govan.—May 27th. Fuse boxes, meters, demand 
indicators, manhole and joint boxes, &c., for 12 months for the 
electricity department. See “Official Notices " to-day. 


Halesowen.—May 21st. The Council wants offers for 
taking over its electric lighting and light railway powers. See 
„Official Notices May 2d. 


Hungary. — September 1st. The authorities of 


Kolozsvár, in Hungary, want to introduce electricity for lighting 
and power purposes. See Official Notices" to-day. 


II ford.— May 13th. Three 10-н.р. electric motors for 
the U.D.C. ЕСЕ department. See “ Official нош " May 
2nd. 


London, S. W. —July 31st. 
ders for self-propelled lorry (oil). 
25th. 


Middlesbrough.—The electric wiring of the Large Hall 
at the Royal Exchange. J. M. Bottomley & Son & Welbarn, 
architects, 28, Albert Road, Middlesbrough. 


Oldham.—May 20th. Cables, troughing, bitumen, ai 
insulators for the Greenhill station. See '' Official Notices " to-day. 


Poplar.—May 28th. Wiring (conduit) and fittings at 
Union Offices. See “ Official Notices" to-day. 


Roumania.— May 31st. Tenders are being invited until 
May 3186 by the municipal authorities of Calarashi—Stirbeiu for 
, the concession for the electric lighting of the town during a period 
of 35 years. 


Swansea.—May 10th. Installation for the Free Library, 
art schools and gallery for the Corporation. See Official Notices 
May 2nd. 


Stockport.— May 21st. ‘One water-tube boiler for the 
electricity works at Millgate. See “ Official Notices " to-day. 


Swindon.—May 14th. Free wiring proposals for the 
Corporation. See “ Official Notices” May 2nd. 


Swindon.—May 19th. 252 accumulator cells and 
accessories for the epee electricity works. See * Official 
Notices" May 2nd. . 


Wallasey.—May 17th. The U. D. C. invites tenders for 
the maintenance of the electric installation on their steamers for a 
period of 12 months from July 1st next. H. W. Cook, Clerk, 
Public Offices, Egremont, Cheshire. 


West Ham.—May 13th. Steel chimneys, fans and 
engines for induced draught, economisers, &c., for the electricity 
works. See “ Official Notices” May 2nd. 


and condensing 


The War Office one ten- 
See “Ofi ial Notices” April 


CLOSED. 


Dundee.—The Tramway Committee has considered ten- 
ders for a new triple-expansion engine aud dynamo for the 


electricity station, and has accepted the offer of £6,215 by Mores. 
Dick, Kerr & Co. 


Falkirk.— The tender of Messrs., Belliss & Morcom, 


Limited, has Soon, accepted for: the engines - the above Town 
Council. 


Grimsby.—At a meeting of the T.C. on April 28th, 
the following fenders to the plans and specifications prepared 
by the borough electrical engineer, Mr. W. A. Vignoles, were 
accepted :— | | ; 

220-ку. dynamo, and Belliss engine (98 tenders received), | 

- British Westinghouse Company, Limited (accepted) £3;377 
Extension of switchboard, and supp Му of motor boosteis (12 ten- 


ders received), The Hritanüjs Company, Co'chéster — 
(accepted) .. 596 


‘Battery (9 tenders received), "Tudor Accumulator Company 
(accepted) . 905 
n plant, cooling tower, &c. (24 ' tenders received), 
W. H. Allen & Co, Limited (acoepted) 1,748 
P: pework, Sir Hiram Maxim E.E. Company, Limited (accepted) 585 


Water- tube boiler, with Erith underfeed automat'c stoker (7 te 
‘Gers received), Stirling Boiler Company, Limited (accepted) 1,161 


£1,363 


This plant is required to meet the load next winter. On n April 
8th the Town. Clerk received the sanction of the L G.B. to bortow 
an additional £17,000, £4,100 being for accounta overspent, and 
£12,9(0 for extensions of plant and mains. This makes th» total 
capital expenditure sanctioned by the L.G.B., £72,000. 


Halifax.—The Electricity Department has accepted 
tenders from the British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited for 
the supply of two 200-K w. rotary converters for £1,304; one high- 
tension switchboard for the sum of £332. Also the tender of the 
British Electric Transformer Manufacturing Company, Limited, for 
the supply of seven 75-kw. single-pbase transformers for the sum 
of £798, subject to the transformers bei: g made suitable for work 
in con juaction with the rotary converters and high-tension switch- 
board to be supplied by the British Thomson-Houston Company. 


Heckmondwike.—The following tenders have been 
accepted by the U.D.C. for the extension of their electric lighting 
station :—Section A, steam piping, Messrs. Thornton & Crebbin, 
Bradford ; Section 0, battery, the Chloride Electrical Syndicate 
Limited, ‘London ; Section D, switchboard, Mr. Bertram Thomas, 
Manchester ; Section E, condenser, Messrs. Thornton & Crebbin ; 
Section F, cooling tower, the Worthington Pamp Company; Section 
G, cables, Messrs. Henley, Limited, London, Further inquiries are 
to be made by the committee with respect to B, evgines and 
dynamos. 


London.—The London County Council received eight 
tenders for the supply of about 48 miles of high-tension cable and 
ten offers for 100 miles of low-tension cable required ia the recon- 
struction of the tramways. One of the tenders for the former, and 
two of those for the latter, were not in accordance with the 
specification. The tenders in proper form are given below :— 

|. Higu-Tension CABLES. 
Bt. Helens Cable Company... 
Siemens Bros. & Co. (accepted) 
Western Electric Company 


. British Insulated Wire Company оэ» ^. 
Callender's Cable Company „. 84,782 6 


8 
3 
— 
бый 
eal 
м Goo 


W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Company 84,799 17 
Land und See noe Minis du Gesellschaft, 

Cologne à 40,464 19 

fox Mencia банкы: - 23 

St. Helens Cable Company .. 27,2988 5 0 " 
1780 Insulated Wire Company (accepted) .. 49,499 12 6 
Vestern Electric Company  .. .. 49,964 6 8 
Siemens Bros. & Co. e o vs . 50,598 5 0 
Caller дег'в Cable Сотрапу 54,298 11 8 
W.T. LAS 8 5 Works Company ae 6 8 
Johr son & P 56,518 8 8 
Land und See abel Werke Aktien Gesellschaft 61,178 5 4 


The Highways Committee, ‘in reporting to the Council on 
Tuesday, stated that the lowest tender in each case was that of the 
St. Helens Cable Company. The tenders had been carefally 
ехашї ей and the Committee were advised that the most satis- 
factory were that of Messrs. Siemens Bros. for the bigh-tension 
cables, and that of the British Insulated Wire Company for the low- 
tension mains. The Committee understood that tlie samples 
submitted by the St. Helens Cable Company were not of: an 
entirely satisfactory character for the purpose for which the cables 
are required, and the company had not in either case submitted a 
complete tender, certain information having been omitted. The 
times for delivery specified by the British Insulated Wire Company 
and Messrs. Siemens Bros. were quite satiefactory, and the Com- 
mittee recommended the acceptance of their tenders for low and 
high-tension cables respectively. 

Mr. A. M. Torrance remarked that the St. Helens Cable Company, 
which had submitted the lowest tender ih each case, had ratis- 
factorily executed work for the Council, and they were willing to 
comply with the requirements of the : ouncil’s engineer. The 
difference in the amounts was £2,400, and he hoped the chairman 
of the committee would give some explanation of the course pro- 
posed to be adopted. 

Mr. J. A. Baker, in reply, stated that the cables of the company 
referred to, were not found to be so satisfactory for the particular 
work required in connection with the tramways as those of the 
other two firms whose tenders were recommended for acceptance. 
The company had done work for the Council in the lighting of the 
embankment, but in the present case the Committee on the advice 
of Dr. Kennedy aud the Council's experts had no tion but to 
accept the tenders proposed. Besides, the company had not 
filled up the form of tender with the rates of wages. 

The recommendation of the Committee was then carried withont 
further discussion. 


m + 


Vol. 50. No. 1,276, May 9, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW.. 


Tto 


London.—Istixaton. The Borough Council bas 
entrusted Messrs. Rowland Carr & Co., of London, with the supply 
of 72 arc lamp columns required for Highbury arc lighting exten- 
sions. Es | 


Manchester.— Messrs. Higginbottom & Mannock, of 
Gorton, Manchester, are supplying the Manchester Corporation 
with a 20-ton electrically-driven overhead travelling crane for the 
Stuart Street electricity station. 


Morley.—The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Manchester, for the supply of cable for 
house connections, The tender of the Morley Electrical Engineer- 
ing Company for the supply of two electrical exciters for the sum 
of £104 has bcen accepted by the Corporation. 


Salford.—The Howard Conduit Company, Limited, of 
Trafford Park, have received from the Salford Corporation the 
contract for 12 months’ supply of asphalt trougbing. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, May 9th.—At 7.20 p.m. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Students' annual dinner at Restaurant Frascati. 
At 7.30 p m.—National Telephone Company's Dinner at 
the Trocadero Restaurant. 
Baturday, May 10th.— At 10 a.m. Institution of Junior Engineers. 
Visit to the Great Eastern Railway Works, Stratford. 


At10am. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Students' 
Section). Visit to Messrs. Elliott Bros.’ works at 
Lewisham. 


At 7.30 p.m. — Electrical Engineers R.E. (Volunteers) 
Cycling Club. Bohemian Concert at headquarters, 
Regency Street, S.W. : 

Monday, May 12th. — At 3.30 p.m. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Conference at the Society of Arts re 
Factory Act. 

Tuesday, May 13th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Ei gi- 
neers (Glasgow Section). Meeting at the Institution 
of Ervineers and Shipbuilders, 207, Bath Street. 

Wednesday, May 14th.—Royal Society. Annual conversazione. 

At 4p.m. Institution of Electrical Engineers (Birmir g- 
ham Section). Visit to the Corporation Electricity 


Works. At 7.30 р m. Meeting at the University. 
Thursday, May 15th.—At 8 p.m. The Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Extraordinary gereral meetirg at the 


Society of Arts. Paper on '' Electrical] Traction on 
Steam Railways in Italy," by Prof. C. A. Carus- Wileon. 


NOTES. 


Electrical Vehicle Trials. — The Secretary of the 
Automobile Club has sent usa preliminary notice regarding the 
trials of electric vehicles which are to take place from July 7tL— 
12th, 1902. The trials will last five days, and cars may be entered 
in either of the following classes :—(1) Town carriages; (2) country 
carriages weighing over 30 cwt, including accumulators; (3) country 
carriages weighing under 30 cwt., including accumulators. The 
following routes barve been selected :—(a) London to Brighton, (b) 
Brighton to London, (c) London to Sandown and back, (d) London 
to Windsor and back, (e) London to Ascot and back, (/ special 
route for observations. Special optional routes will te selected for 
town carriages. In order to enable the Trials Committee to make 
efficient arrangemcnts for the cbarging of cars, manufacturers: f 
electric carriages are requested to inform the club secretary bow 
many cars they propose to enter in the trials, and to state in respect 
to each car :— <a) The charging voltage at the beginning and end of 
charge, (b) the average current диги у charge, (с) the approximate 
time required for charging. Official entry forms will be issued in 
due course together with full programme of the trials. We may 
mention that statements of the particulars now asked for do not 
bind manufacturers to enter the cars for the trials. 


Electrie Train Lighting in Germany.— The minister 
charged with the contro] of the State railways in Germany recently 
ordered trials to be made with a simplified system of eléctric 
illumination. These experiments appear to have given favourable 
reeults, for on March 21st the system was installed on the train 
leaving Berlin for Sassnitz, and since that date numerous otber trains 
have been fitted up with the aystem. The Centralblatt f. Ae umu- 
latoren und Elcmentenkunde of April 1st gives no details of the 
apparatus used, but it states that accumulators form an imrortant 
adjunct of the system. We may therefore assume that it is our old 
friend the “Stone” system, modified by the utilisation of accu- 
mulator cells of Germau manufacture. 


The Institution of Civil Engineers,—At the annual 
meeting of the Institution ef Civil Engineers, held on Tuesday 
last week, Mr. Charles Hawksley, President, in the chair, the result 
of the ballot for the election of officers was declared as follows :— 
President, Mr. J. C. Hawkshaw, M A.; vice-presidents, Sir William 
White, K.C.B., Mr. Е. W. Webb, Sir Guildford Molesworth, 
K. CI E., and Sir Alexander Binnie; other members of Council, 
Mr. James Barton (Dundalk), Mr. Horace Bell, Mr. B. Hall Blyth 
(Edinburgh), Mr. Cuthbert A. Brereton, Mr. John Brown (Cape 


Town), Mr. R. Elliott Cooper, Colonel R. E. B. Crompton, Mr. 
Cecil West Darley, Mr. George F. Deacon, Mr. W. R. braith, 
Mr. E. P. Hannaford (Montreal), Mr. G. H. Hill, Mr. J. C. Inglis, 
Mr. G. R. Jebb (Birmingham), Dr. Alex. B. W. Kennedy, Sir 
William Thomas Lewis (Cardiff), Mr. J. A. McDonald (Derby), Mr. 
William Matthews, C.M.G., Mr. William Shelford, C.M.G., Mr. 
Alexander Siemens, Mr. Henry C. Stanley (Brisbane), Mr. John 
Strain (Glasgow), Mr. John I. Thornycroft, Prof. W. C. Unwin, 
B.Sc, Мг. Е. R. Upcott, C. S. I., Sir Leader Williams (Manchester). 


The Light Railways Convention in London.—It has 
been arranged that the Berners Hall, Agricultural Hall. Islington, 
shall be the headquarters of the Tramway and Light Railway Con- 
gress, which will be formally opened on Monday afternoon, Jane 
30th. The Tramways Exhibition will be opened immediately after 
the opening of the Congress. In the evening of the 30th a reunion 
or conversazione will be held, when those invited will be the joint 
guests of the Union Internationale Permanente de Tramways and of 
the Tramways and Light Railways Association. On the three fol- 
lowing days, July 1st, 2nd and 3rd, Congress meetings will be held 
at the Berners Hall in the forenoon, and excursions will be made 
in the afternoon. On Friday, the 4th, the Congress will sit until 
they complete their labours, and in the evening a banquet will be 
given by the Association at De Кеувег'в Hotel. There will be a 
General Committee Room during the Congress at De Keyser’s Hotel. 


London County Council.—At a meeting on Tuesday 
the Council decided to lend £2,2C0 to the Poplar and Stepney Sick 
Asylum Managers for installing the electric light at the asylum. ``. 

The Parliamentary Committee, in reporting on the Council’s 
General Powers Bill, referred to the clauses relating to the wiring 
and fitting of premises for electric lighting. It appeared that a 
question arose on the Bill before it reached the Select Committee 
as to the provisions proposing to enable local authorities to borrow 
and expend morey for these purposes. These powers were sought 
at the request of the Borough Councils, but at the instance of the 
authorities of the House, the provisions were struck out of the Bill. 

Mr. G. H. Radford, replying to Mr. W. Bruce, who asked the reason 
for the abandonment of the clauses, stated that the provisions were 
prepared at the wish of certain Borough Councils which were 
interested in the matter. The Council supported ite case by citing 
instances of a number of other public bodies which had obtained 
private Acts which enabled them to do what the Borough Councils 
desired, and the Committee had done their best to advance the 
proposals. 

The Highways Committee ren.inded the Council of the decision 
arrived at last February to acquire certain property ata cost of 
£70,C00. The property, which was, until recently, used by the Gas 
Light and Coke Company, is known as the Pimlico Gasworks, has a 
river frontage of 320 ft., and is situated between Grosvenor Road 
and Pulford Street. In the opinion of the tramway manager and 
the electrical engineer, the site was suitable for a power station to 
supply energy for the working of tramways in the western half of 
the county. The Council's agent had entered into a formal contract 
for the purchase of the property for £80,000, and subsequently 
assigned the contract to the Council, whose solicitor was now in 
direct communication with the company for the completion of the 
purchase. On the recommendation of the Committee, the Council 
sanctioned a supplementary estimate of £11,000, so as to carry the 
scheme into effect. 

It was decided to enter into a contract with Messrs. J. G. White 
and Co., the contractors for the roadwork, for laying the stoneware 
ducts for the electric cables to be placed within or alongside the 
footpaths near the tracks of the Westminster—Tooting tramways. 
The estimated cost of the works amounted to £10,000, including the 
repaving of the footpaths. | | 


The Electrical Trades Section of the. London 
Chamber of Commerce.—The annual report for the year 1901, 
relating to the work of the Electrical Trade Section of the Chamber 
during that period, states that 18 meetings of the Section and its 
committees were held in connection with & number of important 
questions affecting the electrical industry. The report refers to 
the action of gas and water companies in endeavouring to upset 
the settlement of the joint committee in regard to the question of 
“ earth returns.” 

Having regard to the efforts of the gas and water companies to 
disturb this decision, the Section and its committee co-operated 
with the Tramways and Light Railways Association, and organised 
a deputation to Lord Morley, consisting of members of the two 
bodies. There were also in attendance to support the views of the 
traction companies the town clerks of Dundee and Sheffield. This 
deputation put the whole case of the tramway companies before 
Lord Morley, and there is reason to suppose that the lord chairman 
made representations to subsequent committees, since the decisions 
from that time have been sympathetic to the electrical traction 
industry. In the case cf the West London Tramways there was a 
very favourable verdict from traction companies’ point of vicw. 
The committce of the Section is still taking joint action with the 
Tramways and Light Railway Association on this matter. 

In February the Section appointed an Electrical Power Mains 
Regulations” Committee which arrived at the conclusion that an 
effort should be made to procure some modification of the existing 
Board of Trade regulations, and their views were embodied in a 
letter which was sent to the electrical adviser to the Board of Trade, 
which has already been published in our columns. | 

After referring to work done in ,connection with the power 
sthemes, the report says that in May the Section appointed а sub- 
committee, consisting of the chairman and Major-General C. E. 
Webber, to represent the views of the Section on Clause 45 of the 
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Factory and Workshops Amendment Bill, wherein it was sought to 
include electrical stations and places where electrical energy was 
“transformed " within the scope of the Factory Act as non-textile 
factories. The matter was argued before the Standing Committee 
on Trade by Mr. Seton Karr, М.Р., on behalf of the electrical 
industry, and further representations on the subject were addressed 
to Mr. Ritchie by the Section, jointly with the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers. The Electrical Section were represented ол the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Manufacturers’ Section, and, as a 
result of their joint efforts, some alteration was effected in the Bill. 
The Act as now passed contains the following addition to the list of 
non-textile factories :—“ Electrical stations, that is to say, any 
premises or that part of any premises in which electrical energy is 
generated or transformed for the purpose of supply by way of trade, 
or for the lighting of any street, public place or public building, or 
of any hotel, or of any railway, mine, or other industrial under- 
taking." The clause is decidedly less objectionable than that 
originally drafted, because, (a) it is clear that it is not intended 
to apply to transformer boxes in streets; (b) only that part of the 
specified premises where electrical energy is actually generated or 
transformed will come within the Act. 

Other matters considered by the Section included proposed the 
reduction of the maximum price for electrical energy ; interruption 
of telegraphic communication between London and the North; 
appointment of the Board of Trade Departmental Committee on 
Light Railway and Tramway Legislation; the agreement between 
the National Telephone Company and the Post Office, &c. 


Conversazione of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers.—It has now been definitely announced that the Insti- 
tution Conversazione willbe held in the Natural History Museum 
on Tuesday, July let. In view of the fact that the Tramways and 
Light Railways Congress will then be sitting, aud that many of the 
foreign delegates to the Congress are likely to attend the Conver- 
sazione, and that the Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association 
will also open its Convention in London on the following day, and, 
further, that the date is within a week of the date of the Corona- 
tion, when London is expected to be very full, the Council has 
decided, by permission of the trustees, to open one of the large side 
galleries in addition to the Central Hall of the Museum. The 
Metropolitan Dietrict Railway has, we uuderstand, also kindly 
promised to open the subway from tne South Kensington Station 
to the grounds for the benefit of guests travelling by this line. 


Cork Exhibition.—At the Cork Exhibition the electric 
installation is of an extensive nature, practically all the machinery 
throughout the whole buildings being driven by electric power. 
The generating station is situated in the north-east corner of the 
Machinery Hall, and comprises two large Lancashire boilers working 
at 160 lbs. pressure, fitted with Meldrum patent automatic Koker 
stokere, and from these steam is conveyed by pipes to Laval steam 
turbines, Robey verticals, and Reavell vertical engines are coupled 
up toele^tric generatora. The pressure on the external circuits is 
indicated on a Kelvin illuminated-dial station voltmeter; the board 
was built locally by Messrs. Porte & €o., of Dublin and Cork. The 
general illumination of the buildings is by means of about 100 
enclosed type arc lamps, made by Crompton & Co. "The stalls are 
all being lighted with incandescent lamps, of which there are 
several thousands in use. There are about 50 electrie motors pro- 
vided for driving the various exhibits reqniring power. 

The makers represented are the Brush Company, Crompton & Co., 
British Thomson-Houston Company, British Schuckert Company, 
Verity's (electric motors), Holmes & Co., and the Anglian Company. 
The electrical work in connection with the Cork Exhibition has 
been carried out by Messra. Porte & Co., who are the sole electrical 
contractors, under the personal supervisiou of Mr. F. C. Porte, 
. local manager of the firm. The whole of the engineering work has 
been carried out under the supervision of Mr. Cutler, C.E., city 
engineer, assisted by Mr. Nalder, chief engineer to the Cork 
Tramway and Lighting Company. 


Calcium Carbide as an Insecticide.—During the 
past two or three years the vineyards in the well-known district of 
Beaujolais, in France, have suffered severely from the attacks of 
numerous winged pests, the most important of which is the pyralid 
(Aphomia colonella). The destruction became so great that last 
July a series of experiments was carried out in the Liergues vine- 
yard to see if the perfect insects could be caught by means of bright 
lights burning all nigbt. А little apparatus was constructed con- 
sisting of an acetylene generator holding about 6 ounces of 
calcium carbide, over it being a circular metal dish 18 or 20 in. 
in diameter, and over that at a height of 5 to 8 in. a single acetylene 
jet giving a light of about 10 с.р., which the carbide was sufficient 
to supply for віх or seven hours. In the basin a layer of water 1 in. 
deep was placed, and on that a layer of petroleum or some other 
cheap oil, of which some two to five fluid ounces were required. 
These apparatus were erected at а distance of 150 yds. apart, and 
were set in action at dusk, preferably on dark nights. On the first 
night one lamp caught 4,650 pyralids and 218 odd moths ; while on 
a later occasion when 20 lamps were employed, the catch varied 
from 900 to 5,000 in each; a total of 64,000, or an average of 3,200 
insects per lamp per night. From July 13th to 31st, when the ex- 
periments were stopped, the total take was 170,000, or 940 per 
lamp-night ; the proportion between the sexes being 42 per cent. of 
females and 58 per cent. of males. On the ғссопа and third nights 
(July 14—16th) the females were 59 per cent. and 76 per cent. of 
the take. The expense of the lamps is reported to have been 
8 centimes per night, or 32 centimes per hectare (25 acres). This 
method of destroying insect pests is more eflicacious than anything 
which has been tried before ; simple basins of oil have caught many 
moths in the past; but the addition of the acetylene flame makes 


the trap far more powerful. The process, however, must be adopted 


at the time when the perfect insects are in existence, and when the 
weather is favourable—say, for about 20 nightsin the year. The 
figures given above would have been even more satisfactory had 
the experiments been begun earlier in the season. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The Dublin 
branch of the Institution has elected the following gentlemen on to 
the Committee for the ensuing session:—Chairman, Mr. J. W. 
Towel; Vice-Chairman, Mr. F. Gill. Committee — Prof. W. F. 
Barrett, F.R.S.; Messrs. W. Brew, W. Brown, A. T. Kiusey, H. L. 
Edward, C F. Pilditch, A. E. Porte, P. S. Sheardown, W. Tatlow, 
and Prof. W. E. Thrift. 


Royal Iustitution.—At Monday's meeting among the 
new members elected were Mr. Carl F. von Siemens, aud Mrs. 
C. F. von Siemens. 


Conference with Reference to the Factories and 
Workshops Act, 1901.— The Institution has issued invitations 
for this Conference at 3.30 p.m. on Monday, May 12th, in the rooms of 
the Society of Arts, kindly lent for the occasion. 


Coronation Energy.—West Hartlepool. Mr. H. F. 
Fredericks. Replies to questions:—(1) None. (2) Free for one 
night to consumers. (3) No. (4) Municipal buildings, town hall, 
public market, and park entrances. 


An Electrical Van for the G.P.0, — Mr. Carl 
Oppermann, of Wynnat Street, Clerkenwell, E.C., has lately 
completed an electric delivery van to the order of Messrs. Julias 
Harvey & Co. The vehicle, of which an illustration is given here- 
with, is intended for the G.P.O , and is to be used in the collection 
of lettera from street boxes, and the conveyance of the same to the 
g^rting office, the carrying capacity being about 10 cwt. The under- 
frame is of tabular construction; it carr ea а 3-H. p. electric motor, 
diiviog the balance-geared couuter-shaft by sioyle-reduction spur 
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gearing, two side chains conveying the power to the rear road 
wheels. The battery, which is located under the driver's seat, con- 
sists of 40 cells of the new “А B C" accumulators of 160 ampere- 
hour capacity, stated to be sufficient to run the vehicle a dis- 
tance of about 70 miles on one charge. The controller is adapted 
to give three forward speeds, the maximum being about 12 miles 
per hour. The steering is controlled by means of a tiller lever, 
while on the hubs-of each of the gear road wheels,are pedal- 
actuated band brakes. 


American Battery Combine.—A Philadelphia dispatch 


to Néw York Electricity says that a company under the title of 
the Consolidated Storage Battery Company, with & capital of 
$10,000,000, has secured a charter at Trenton, and it is believed that 
it is organised for the purpose of securing control of the various 
storage battery companies. 


Germany.— In connection with the Düsseldorf Inter- 


national Exhibition, an International Navigation Congress is to be 


held in that city from June 29th to July 5th next. Among the 
many papers to be read are one on Utilisation of Water-Power at 
Weirs," and one on "The Employment of Electricity on Inland 
Waterways and Harbours in Russia.” 


Electric Barges.—There is an effort being made to 
revive the scheme for widening and deepening the Severn and the 
Birmingham and Worcester Canal, so as to form a continuous water 
route for vessels of 300 tons burden from the Midland metropolis 
to the sea. An important feature of the scheme is the proposed 
introduction of steel barges worked by electricity. 
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General Post Office.—Mr. J. Hookey, late engineer-in- 
chief to the Post Office, has been presented with a handsome 
service of silver plate, subscribed for by numerous friends and 
colleagues in the service from which he has lately retired. 


Obituary.—We regret to learn from the B. ‘and &. A. 
Export Gazette of the death, at Kimberley, of Mr. Granville Vines, 
electrical engineer to the Kimberley Corporation. Mr. Vines was 
a valued aud frequent contributor to our columns. The cause of death 
was enteric fever. i 


Personal.—Among the candidates recommended by the 
Council of the Royal Society for election into the Society, we note 
the names of Mr. John Brown and Mr. Thomas Mather. Mr. Brown 
is distirguished for his studies of the results produced by dissimilar 
substances on electric currents. Mr. Mather, who bas for many 
years occupied the position of chief assistant to Prof. W. E. Ayrton 
in the City and Guilds of London Institute's Technical Colleges, has 
acquired distinction by virtue of his excellent work in the theory 
and practice of electrical engineering. Combining the qualities of 
painstaking, thoroughness, and foresight, with absolute devotion to 
duty regardless of self, Mr. Mather has unobtrusively carried on 
work of abidiug уа1пе; probably the narrow moving-coil galvano- 
meter (which he completely re-organised), the universal shunt box, 
and the electrostatic voltmeter, all of which were jointly devised by 
Mr. Mather and Prof. Ayrton, are the best known results of his 
labours. Oar congratulations will be echoed by the army of past 
students who look back with gratitude to their association with Mr. 
Mather. | 

Mr. John Roberts, electrical engineer of Johannesburg, was 
lately married at St. Mary’s Church there, to Miss Kate Brunkell. 

Мт. Е. Harrison, A. M. I. E. E., has resigned his position as works 
manager to Cryselco, Limited, Kempston. 

Mr. S. Thos. Pemberton, late representative for Messrs. Jobn 
Gibbs & Sona, Liverpool, has been appointed representative for 
the Midlands and South Wales for Electromotors, Limited, 
Manchester. 

We learn that Mr. Venning, who has been the chief engineer of 
the steam engineering and central station department of the British 
Thomson-Houston Company, Limited, during the past five years, 
has resigned his position with that company. Не is best known as 
the designer of several of the largest and most important generat- 
ing stations erected during that time, his latest work being in con- 
nection with the plants of the Great Northern and City Railway 
and Chatham Tramways, both of which are nearing completion. 

Mr. Walter Press has been appoiuted mechanical draughtsman 
in the first class, at a commencing salary of £215 a year, on the 
permanent staff of the head ollice of the London County Council 
Tramways. 'l'here were 56 applicanta for the position. | 

From newspaper telegrams, and from the columns of American 
journals, we learn that Lord Kelvin is having a most magnifice it 
reception wherever he appears in the United States. The ceremony 
of conferring upon his lordship the degree of LL.D. at Yale 
University is reported to have been most impressive. Lord Kelvin 
was expected to set sail for home to-day. 

The Halifax Town Council have appointed Mr. Lionel E. Harvey, 
of Leeds, as superintendent of the tramways overhead construction 
work. 


The chairman of the Bradford Tramways Committee (Mr. Jas. 


Hill), and the general manager (Mr. C. J. Spencer), are at present on 
a tour in the United States to inquire into tramway developments 
there. 


Shipley Tramways.—The Shipley tramway was opened 


on May 3rd to run in connection with the line from Bradford to 
Frizinghall. 


The B.A. Meeting.—This year’s British Association 
Congress is to be held at Belfast from September 10th to 17th, 
under the presidency of Prof. James Dewar, F.R.S. Section A 
(Mathematical and Physical Science) will be presided over by 
Prof. J. Purser; G (the Engineering Section) being in the hands of 
Prof. J. Perry. 


Expiring Patent.—It is of interest to point out that 
on the 186 inst, Patent No. 6,481, 1888, expired. This was the 
patent taken out by Tesla for the polyphase induction motor. 


Appointment Vacant.— The Victoria Jubilee Insti- 
tute vacancy to which we referred last week, is a Bombay appoint- 
ment. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


THe Cheltenham B.C. has increased the salary of the borough 
electrician, Mr. HAMILTON KILGOUR, from £400 to £500. 

Mr. W. T. Stamp has been appointed chief assistant to the elec- 
trical engineer at Devonport, at в salary of £130 a year. | 

Мт. Е. С. Pay, the electrical engineer at Newton Abbot, where 
the Edmundson Corporation, Limited, are about to lay down their 
plant, was presented by the staff and employés at Hammersmith 
Borough Electricity Department with an oak case of drawing 
instruments, &c., on his leaving that place for Newton Abbot. 

On Friday afternoon, 2nd inst., Mr. J. GRAY Scorr was presented 
by the staff of the Corporation electricity department, Leith, with 
a handsome smoker's cabinet, on the occasion of his leaving to take 
up his appointment as borough electrical engineer, Croydon. Mr. A. 
PDR RuTHERFORD, who is to succeed Mr. Scott at Leith, made 


\ 


the presentation, and іп the course of а few remarks, said that he 
hoped Mr. Scott would look upon the gift as a mark of their great 
appreciation of the courtesy he had always shown towards the 
staff. Mr. Scott, in returning thanks, referred to the success of 
the undertaking in Leith, and said that he felt that this success was 
due to a large extent to the hearty co-operation of the members of 
the staff with himself. 

Recently in Cape Town the Electric and Waterworks Committee 
reported to the Borough Council that they had invited applications, 
both in England aud in South Africa, for the position of electrical 
engineer, at а salary of £650 per annum, with free residence, the 
agreement to be for three years. In the result, 73 applications were 
received in London, and nine in Cape Town. After some dis- 
cussion, the matter was put to the ballot, and the Council duly 
elected Mr. W. F. Lona, of Manchester. | 

The engineering staff and employés of the Glasgow Corporation 
Tranways held a smoking concert on Monday, April 28th, at the 
Bank Restaurant. Mr. WILLIAM CLARK, the engineer-in-chief, pre- 
sided. During the evening Mr. M. B. FiELD made a presentation 
to Mr. J. W. ОохкЕт, the power station superintendent, on the 
occasion of his leaving Glasgow to take up a position as resident 
engineer to the Trafford Park Power and Lighting Supply Company. 
The presentation consisted of a gold watch and chain, and a gold 
bracelet for Mra, Donnet. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


f е 

Electro Voelker Syndicate, Limited (73,551). — This company 
was registered on April 25th, with a capital of £5,000 in £1 shares, to carry on 
the business of sanitary and electrical engineers, gasfitters, &c., and to adopt an 
agreement with A. Manning. The first subscribers (each with one share) are; 
E. B. Morris, The Hawthorns, 54, Pelham Road, 8. Wimbledon, S W., clerk; 
W. В. Saw, 25, Holwood Road, Bromley, Kent, accountant; J. M. Cook, 76, 
Corrance Road, Brixton, S.W., clerk; J. К. Beckett, 57, Cambridge Road, 
Ilford, gentleinan; Н. E. Hounsell, J.P., 6, Belletields Koad, Brixton, 8.W.; 
T. J. V. Fielden, Winchester House, Watford, gentleman; and A. Roe, 58, Lin- 
thorpe Road, Stamford Hill, N., gentleman. No initial publie issue. The num- 
ber of directors is not to be less than two nor more than three; the subsoribers 
are to appoint the first. 


Bohm Syndicate, Limited (73,577).—This company was regis- 
tered on April 29th, with a capital of £35,000 in £1 shares, to acquire from 
M. Boyd the benefit of certain existing inventions relating to electric incan- 
descent lamps, and to carry on the business of electricians, engincers, suppliers 
of electricity for light, heat and power, maunfacturers of and dealers 
in electric lamps and apparatus, Хе, The subscribers (each with one 
share) are:— E. Bohm, 46, Clerkenwell Road, E.C., electrician; A. J. Prout 
60, Fore Street, E.C., stockbroker; C. E. Daniel, 48, Atholl Mansions, South 
Lambeth Road, S. W., civil engineer; Н. M. Cox, 28, Martin's Lane, Е.С. 
contractor; F. J. Evans, Blue Anchor Tavern, Fenchurch Street, E. C., 
licensed victualler: W. M. Bailey, Woodleigh, Forest Hill, S.E., accountant; 
and M. Boyd, 147, Fenchurch Street, E.C., financial agent. No initial publio 


‘issue. The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than seven; 


the subscribers are to appoint the first: remuneration, two guineas each per 
board meeting attended (three guineas for the chairman), 


Receiver Syndicate, Limited (73,571).—This company was 
registered on April 2sth, with a capital of 42.000 in £1 shares, to acquire and 
turn to account patents, concessions and rights relating to wireless telegraphy 
or telephony and apparatus connected therewith, and to deal in and with ap- 
parutus, machinery, & c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are: — 
T. Andrew, 8, Sheen Park, Richmond, gentleman; F. R. Bristow, Stock Ex- 
change, E.C., stockbroker; R. M. Kerrell, 9, Gracechurch Street, E.C., gentle- 
man; F. A. Jessett, 67, Lendenball Street, E.C., merchant; G. €. A. Kohler, 
74, Wocl Exchange, E. C.; merchant; H. Saunders, 8, Great Winchester Street, 
E.C., gentleman; and W. Timbrell, 75, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., journalist. 
No initial public issue. Registered without articles of association. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Morley Electrical Engineering Company, Limited (52,358). 
—This company’s annual return was filed on March 10th, when 1,524 shares 
were taken up out of a nominal capital of 45,000 in 5,000 ehares of £1 each; £1 
per share has been called up on each of 604 shares, resulung in the receipt of 
#504; 1,020 shares are considered as fully paid. Mortgages and charges, £1,000. 


London Electric Wire Company, Limited (36,544).—This 
company's annual return was filed on March 3rd, when 7,512 preference and 
B, 290 ordinary shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £100,000 in 
10,000 preference and 10,000 ordinary shares of £5 each; £5 per share has been 
called up on 3.652 preference and 4,135 ordinary shares, resulting in the receipt 
of £40,455; 438.600 is considered as paid on 8,860 preference and 8,860 ordinary 
shares. No mortgages or charges. 


Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Com- 
раву, Limited (26,193). — This company's annual return was filed on March 24th, 
when 21,000 ordinary, 10,000 first preference, and 10,000 second preíerence 
shares were taken up out of а nominal capital of £350,000 in 50,000 ordinary, 
10,000 first preference, and 10,000 second preference shares of £5 each. 46 
has been called up on each of 15,968 ordinary, 10,060 first preference, and 10,000 
second preference shares, resulting in the receipt of £179,510. £25,160 is con- 
sidered as paid on 5,032 ordinary shares. Debt in respect of mortgages and 
charges, £90,000. Ditto in respect ої debenture stock issued by this company 
in conjunction with the Notung Hull T.lectrio Lighting Company, Limited, 
£115,000. 


Scarborough Electric Supply Company, Limited (37,569). 
—This coupany’s annual return was med on March Yoo, when 6,000 shares were 
taken up out of a nominal capital of £.00,000 in 10, 00 shares of £10 each. £9 
per share has beco called up on 5,000 and £6 per share on 1,000 shares, resulting 
in the receipt of 420,993; £7 remains in arrears. No mortgages or charges, 


Mazarron Electrice Light Company, Limited (35,277). —Тһів 
company's annual return was filed on February ird, when 151 preference and 
10,0:0 ordinary shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £15,000, in 500 
preference shares of £10 each and 10,000 ordinary shares of £1 each. £10 per 
share has been called up on 161 preference, and £1 per share on seven ordinary 
shares, resulting in the receipt of £1,517. 9,998 ordinary shares are considered 
as fully paid. Mortgages and charges, £820, 
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Northampton Electric Light and Power Company, Limited 
-2B 640).— Particulars of registered mortgages and charges :— 


Dates of Amosnt 
resolution | Dates and I 0 1 
emu creating | amounts of phon Trustees. issued in 
d series of issues. . E е Re rial: 
ebenturos. | | Я 
| ' 1901. Mae 
£8,600. Dec. 6, 1 March 8, £5,000..The under.“ None. 28,600. 
and ) taking and! 
Mar. 8, 1891. property of 
MN the com- 
| pany, pre- 
sent and 
| future, in- 
cluding ! 
uncalled | 
| capital. 
Not exceed · June 8, 1896.| April 15, £700. itto, ^! None. 219, C00, 
ing two- July 1, 2200 | 
thirds of Aug. 81, £200, | 
the sub- Sept. 98, £1,300 
H eribed Oct. 11, £7.00. 
gap tal for Oct. 25, £1,000 
the time Nov. 24, £450. 
being. Рес. 81, £100. 
AE 1902. 
Feb. 15, £1,450. 
March 8, £450. 


St. James’s and Pall Mall Electric Light Company, Limited 
(20,015).— This company's annual return was filed on March 20th, when the 
entire capital of £800,000 in 20,000 preference shares and 40,000 ordinary shares 
of £5 each had been teken up. £5 per share has been called up on 20,000 

reference and 89,660 ordinary shares, resulting in the receipt of 2298, 250. 
1,750 is considered as paid on 850 ordinary shares. Mortgages and charges 
£150,000 (25 per cent. debenture stock). 


Pontypool Electric Light and Power Company, Limited 
(86.109).—This ootnpany’s annual return was filed on April 8th, when 1,143 
shares were taken dp out of a nominal capital of £10,000 in 9,000 shares of £5 
each: £5 per share has been ca!led up on 669 and £4 per share on 474 shares, 
resulting in receipt of £5,241. Mortgages and charges, £5,000. | 


Notting Hil! Electric Lighting Compan „Limited (25.921). 
This company's annual return was filed on April Lith, when 10,852 ordinary, 
29,908 ordinary preference and 550 founders’ shares were taken up out of a 
nominal capi of £200,000 in 16,452 ordinary, 9,998 ordinary preference and 
650 founders' shares of £10 each; £144,000 has been recefved. Mortgages and 
charges, £50,000. Ditto, issued jointly by this company and the Kensington and 
Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Company, Limited, £116,0C0. 


CITY NOTES. 


Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. 


Сор. A. J. FinLGATE, R.E. (Chairman), presided on Thursday last 


week at Winchester House over the 5th annus] meeting of the 
above company, and in moving the adoption of the report, said tl at 
the business continued to grow at a more rapid rate than they ever 
expected, and was apparently likely to continue to largely expand. 
In:order to meet this expansion they had had to incur considerable 
expenditure, aud: their commitments for further outlay were also 
considerable. During the last year they expended £63,372, and 
the total capital outlay at the close of the year reached £180,639. 
They had expended £4,038 on land and. buildings, chiefly im 
connection with the new station at  Alipore; £12,067 under 
machinery and tools; this included two Babcock and Wilcox 
boilers, one 225-kw. steam dynamo, two 38-xw. sets for Alipore, 
extensions of steam pipes and switchboard, and two Green’s fuel 
economisers. With regard to the £37,022 on mains, it was difficult 
to describe the outlay under this head. It consisted of large 
consignments of Callender’s cable of various sizes, overhead bare 
copper, posts, &c., and the cost of placing these materials in 
position. The total length of mains laid at the end of the year 
was: Underground feeders and distribution mains 223 miles, 
overhead feeders and distribution mains, 233 miles, altogether 46 
miles of mains. At the end of 1900 they had 26 miles of mains, го 
it would be seen they had added 20 miles of feeders and distribu- 
tion mains to their system during the year. These were large 
figures but they were fully justified by their progress, and they 
were sending out a considerable further addition of mains 
material. They had expended £5,218 on meters due to 
the number of installations having increased from 488 to 
880, and the outlay on fans had been £2,740. Their present plant 
at Emambagh Lane was :—two 38 Kw. sets, and three 225- Kw. sets, 
and they had under supply, one 228- K W. set, and two 750-K w. sete. 
At Alipore they had two 38-Kw. sets, and two 115-K w. sets removed 
from Emambagh Lane, and had under supply for this station two 
228-kw. sets. The Alipore station commenced to supply electricity 
on March 1st, and it was expected that this station would add con- 
siderably to the business, and would also help in strengthening 
supply at the Southern end of the district they had hitherto dealt 
with from Emambagh Lane. It seemed probable that the growth 
of the business would soon necessitate the building of a third station 
at the north end of the City, and their agents were now looking 
out for a suitable site. If they obtained the order for supplying 
Howrah, this might ertail the erection of & fourth station on the 
Western side of the Hoogley. They were receiving frequent de- 
mands for further extensions of maius to meet new customers, and 
had large supplies of cable nnder order. This all meant con- 
siderable outlay of fresh capital, but the demands were carefully 
Investigated by their agents in India and by the board in London, 
and they bad every confidence that the additional outlay would 
prove remunerative and help them to pay satisfactory dividends. 
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| оаа past year they found themselves obliged to.issue 10,000 


new shares at a price of £6 each, and the premium on this issue, 
£10,000, had been added to the reserve fund, which now stood at 
£15,000. With the £2,500 set aside last year for depreciation and 
renewals, they had started a renewal fund account, against which 
the expenditure on repairs and maintenance, as well as the outlay 
ou spare parts of machinery, would be charged. They had added to 
this account а further sum of £5,000, and had debited against this 
the outlay during 1901; £700 of this outlay represented the value 
of spare parts of machinery, a large portion of which was in store 
ready for any emergency. The net result was that they now had 
45, 590 at the credit of the account, and the total amount of the two 
reserve funds was £20,690. The units sold during the year reached 
962,958, compared with 412,960 in 1900, a satisfactory increase. 
They received 562 applications for current, compared with 445 in 
the previous year, ang the lamps and motors connected to the 
system at the end of December amounted to an equivalentof 58,284 
8-c.P. lamps, against 28,748 at the close of 1900. This large increase, no 
doubt, was in some measure due to the revised scale of rebates 
introduced last year, which placed largeconsumers on more favourable 
terms,and they believed the course they had adopted would bring 
them increased work. The gross revenue for the year had amounted 
to £23,248 as compared with £11,147in 1900. The expenditure in 
the year reached £14,602, including the sum already alluded to of 
£5,000 for maintenance and renewals, against £8,252, which 
included £2,500 set aside for maintenance and renewals in 1900. 
They proposed to pay a fiual dividend for the half year at the 
rate of 7 per cent. per annum, making, with the interim dividend, 
6 per cent. for the year, and carry the balance, £392, forward. They 
had had some trouble during the year by the breaking down of some 
of their underground mains. After considerable discussion Messrs. 
Callender agreed to send out Mr. James Callender to investigate the 
cause of the failures, and about the same time the directors availed 
themselves of the services of Mr. A. H. Preece, who was then in India, 
to report generally on the company’s system, and also to investigate 
the cause of the failures in the mains. The reporte as to the causes 
of the breakdowus were still under the consideration of the ex 
bat there was little doubt that the result of the investigations would 
place matters on a better footing. There was, however, no manner 
of doubt tbat the climate of Calcutta, and the heavy storms 
experienced there, must tend to make it more difficult to keep 
works like theirs in proper order than was the case in 
connect ion with similar undertakings in England. He had 
no doubt, however, that means would be found to meet 
such difficulties, Mr. Preece's general report on their 
system was satisfactory, and he spoke in high terms of the staff. 
The reports they received each mail of fresh applications for supply 
were most encouraging. The use of fans had largely increased, and 
fans were reported to have been imported in large numbers for the 
present season. Attention was also being given to driving swing- 
ing punkahs mechanically by electricity. It was believed that this 
metbod would be adopted in some of the large offices. Their 
agents had been in treaty with the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
for supplying the station and offices at Sealdah, and a considerable 
day load was expected for working electric егапев and motors in 
the Port Commissioners’ tea warehouse. Everything pointed to 
their having a large increase in the business in the immediate 
future, and to meet this they must be prepared to expend a con- 
siderable amount of capital. From January Ist up to April 4th the 
lamps and motors on the system showed an increase of the equiva- 
lent of 8,020 8-с.р. lamps, while the increase in the same period of 
last year was 7,106 8-с.р. lamps. Further, the units delivered to 
customers this year up to that date amounted to 266,333, against 
160,548 up to April 1st, 1901. | 

Mr E. BourLNors, M.P., seconded the motion, and it was agreed 
to. А 


Submarine Cables Trust. 


Тнк MARQUIS ОЕ TWEEDDALE presided at the annual meeting of 
certificate holders, held on Tuesday, May 6th, at Electra House, 
Moorgate, E. C, the new offices of the cable companies. He moved 
the adoption of the following report :— 

The accounts for the financial year, to April 15th, 190], are submitted here- 
with. The revenue for this period amounted to £24,615 0s. 4d.,and the expenses 
to £1,250 193. 4d., leaving a balance of £23,864 1s., to which is added the sum of 
£44 98. 5d., brought forward from che last account, making an available balance 
ol £23,408 10s. fd. After providing £19,725 to meet payment of the coupons, the 
sum of £ ‚611 19s. has been transferred to the redemption fund, leaving a 
balance of £71 11s. 5d. to be carr.ed forward to the next account. In accordance 
with the terms of the trust deed 81 certificates have been redeemed, since the 
last report, by the purchase in the open market, costing £8,611 198. as above. 
The trustees much regret to repon the death of their colleague, the late 
Clement 8, Colvin, Esq., wh ch took place at Cintra, near Lisbon, in August last, 

After the chairman had made a few observations regarding 
the business of the trust, Sie J. Denison Pender seconded the 
adoption of the report, which was carried unanimously, and the 
auditors were re-elected. 


West Coast of America Telegraph Company. 


Sır J. D. PENDER presided on Tuesday at the meeting held at Electra 
House, E.C., and in moving the adoption of the report, said that the 
accounts for the past few years showed that there had been a steady 
increase in the company’s receipts, though the increase of 1901 over 
1900 had not been in the same ratio as in former years, but that 
was not through any loss of traffic, it was accounted for by the re- 
ductions in April last year. The working expenses were very much 
the same for both years. Astocable interruptions the Molendo 
cable was down from June àrd to June 9th, and the Arica cable 
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from September 14th to September 29th. The cost of cable repairs 
had been pretty much the same. Fourteen knots of cable had to be 
put into the Arica cable in November, and as they worked pretty 
well from hand to mouth to keep down expenses, they had after- 
wards to replenish their stock of cable there. He was in hopes 
that he would be able to say that the ship had not been called 
upon for any work this year up to the present date, but a message 
had come that very morning to say that the Molendo-Arica cable 
was interrupted, aud that the ship had already left for its repain 
The difference between receipts and expenses was £9,672; deben- 
ture interest took £6,000, income bonds £800 for interest, and 
£1,500 had been placed to general reserve, They had also placed 
£1,000 to maintenance ship’s reserve fund. The ship stood on the 
books at £10,000, which they considered a full value for her, there- 
fore, instead of writing down that amount, they bad put the sum of 
£1,000 to reduce the value of the ship and also to be used in case 
of any special expenditure for maintenance. The £1,500 was the 
starting of a general reserve, to which he hoped they would be able 
to add every year, to replace the cables as they became too old to 
work. | 

The motion was adopted, and the retiring director aad anditors 
having beeu re-elected, the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to 
the board and staff. 


Castner-Kellner Alkali Company. 


Tue report for the year ended March 31st states that the net profit 
is E68, 319; to this has to be added the amount brought forward, 
making a total of £70,586. The directors recommend that £15,000 
be appropriated to depreciation reserve, increasing that account to 
£40,000; that the whole of the amount standing to suspense account 
(law suits), £6,102, and £4,938, expenses and costs of amalgamation, 
together £11,040, be written off; and that a dividend at the rate of 
8 per cent. per annum be paid for the six months ended March 315, 
 mákirg, with the interim dividend paid in November last, 6 рег ceut. 
for the year, leaving £6,589 to be carried forward. 


Western Telegraph Company. 


Tue directors’ report for the half-year ended December 3let, 1921, 
to be submitted to the meeting, May 14th, reads as follows: 


The directors submit the annexed accounts and balance-sheet for the half- 
year ended December 81st, 1901. The revenue for this period amounted to 
£221,512 9s. 1d., and the working expenses to £101,002 198. 4d. After providing 

- £9,576 Ss. 10d. for debentu e iuterest and sinking fund, and £4,391 19s. 2d. for 
- jnoome-tax, there remains а bala: ce of £106,541 6s. 9d. ; to this is added the sum 
of £3,368 148. 9d. brought forward from June 30th last, making a total of 
109,910 18. 6d. First and second interim dividends, amounting to £62,379 have 
been paid, and after transferring 4 10, 00 to the general reserve fund, and £2,000 
to the maintenance ship's reserve fund, there remains & balance of £5,531 1s. 6d. 
which is carried forward to the rext account. ‘ne revenue includes £11,886 
11s. 6d. dividends upon the company's investments in o hec telegraph com- 
panies. "he International Teleg: apn Conference which was to bave been held 
in London this month has been post; oned until next year. Important renewals 
of the Para-Maranham ard Pernambuco-Rio No. 1 cables w. re arranged for last 
autumn and have been completed during the current half-year. The cost of the 
new cable (£52,398) for these purposes is charged against the general reserve 
` fund in the account; now submitted. 


West India and Panama Telegraph Company. 


THE directors’ report for the half-year enced December 31-+, 
to be submitted at the meeting on May 14th, reads as follows :— 


The directors submit the accounts for the six months ended December 81st, 
1901. The amount of credit of revenue is £25,243 16s., against £24,800 Us. d. for 
the corresponding half-year of 1900. The expenses have been £19,636 14s. Rd. 
against £20.962 148. Id., leavirg а balance of £5,407 1s. 4d, to which is added 

42,529 58. bd. interest on investments, and £6,512 Өз., brought from last account, 
making a total of £14,448 128. 9d. with wl. ich it is supposed to deal as follows — 
Payment of 6s. per share on account of arrears of dividend 

on the first preference shares Fa л 25 .. £10,968 18 0 
Balance to account half-year's account 4,079 14 9 


£14,418 12 9 
This will leave in arrear the dividend on the first preference sbares for the 
six months ended December 81st, and 18 months’ dividend to the same date on 
the second preference shares. As compared with the correspond.ng period of 
: 2900 there has been an increase іп г. venue of £948 158. lid., and a decrease in 
expenditureof £1,125 198. 5d. The International Conference recent,y held in 
Brus-els has decided, subjectto ratification by the Powers concerned, to abolish 
foreign sugar b.unties on September ist, 1903. The abo ition of these bounties 
is ca culated to be very beneficial to all West India interests. The company’s 
` appeal to the House of Lords in the ac ion brought against it by the Cuba Sub- 
marine Telegraph Com; any is expected to be heard in the course of current 
year. , 


Prospectuses, 

THE Bournemouth and Poole Electricity Supply has this week been 

before the public with an issue of 7,500 6 per cent. cumulative 

. secoud prefereuce shares of £10 each. The shares were offered by 

the El.etric aud General Iuvestment Company, Limited, at a 

premium of £1 per share, The issue was made to provide funds for 

the further develupment of the business aud to repay borrowed 
‚ monies. 

The subscription list was to close yesterday, Thursday, in an issue 

of 200,000 £5 prefereace shares at par in the Dunderland Iron Ore 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


788 


Kidderminster and District Electric Light and 
=. Traction Company. s 


Mr. W. L. MapGEN presided over the fourth annual general meeting 
of the above company held at Donington House on. Thursday 
afternoon, and iu moving the adoption of the report, first referred to 
the death of Mr. D. Е. Sugrue, who, he said, had done а great deal 
of work during bis lifetime iu connection with tramways matters. 
The company possessed powers authorising the general supply of 
electricity for lighting, power and other purposes in the borough of 
Kidderminster. The supply in the towa was inaugurated in August, 
1900. The company also held the share capital from the Kiddermiuster 
and Stourport Electrio Tramway Compauy. Powers had béen 
acquired for the exteusion of the tramways irom the Kidderminster 
terminus through the town to the neighbouring borough of Bewdley, 
and on comp'etion of this work the total length of the tramways in 
the town and district would be increased to close on 9 miles. The 
whole of the system would be operated from tae present main power 
station at Kidderminster. Substantial progress had been made іп 
both departments of the company’s business during the past 12 
mouths, aud а number of important changes were shown in the items 
in the accounts.  Takiug, in the first place, the electric supply 
department of the company's business, which only commenced 
to connect consumers iu the autumn of the previous year, the 
receipts from sale of current amounted to £2,747, as compared with 
£182 for the four months of 190) during which the supply was 
available. At the present time the number of private consumers 
represented a demand upon the plant equivalent to 7,028 lamps of 
8 c P., as compared with 5,760 12 months ago. While this might 
be taken as equal to the normal rate of progress in the first year of 
electric supply business, they felt justified iu looking forward to 
more rapid growth in the future. It would be seen from the capital 
account that they bad expeuded £15,148 during the year, 
including £9,893 on new machinery. In the report for 
1900 it was announced tLat this expenditure had been rendered 
neceasary by the growing demaud for current for power purposes, 
which was always a most desirable feature of au electric supply 
busincas. Kidderminster was a manufacturing towa, and they were 
doing their best to bring the benetit of electric power driving to the 
notice of the manufacturers, and were offering facilities iu the way 
of le:ting motors on hire or on the system of hire purchase. In 
America and Germany where the legislative restrictions were not so 
severe, electricity was largely used by manufacturers, and there was 
reason to believe its use had materially assisted them in competing 
with Eugland. Those connected with the electrical industry had 
been workiog for years to remove the restrictions, and he began to 
hope they would be successful, and that their business would gain 
an i:npetus by the removal of these restrictions. On the other eide 
of the capital account, an addition cof £17,00) appeared in the item 
of ordinary shares, raising the total capital to £77,000. Of that 
amount £56,000—roughly, about two-thirds—was invested ia the 
Kidderminster and Stourport Electric Tramway Company, from 
which they received ia dividauds £2,240, as compared with £1,540 
in the previous year. Ти; із improvement was contributed to by 
greater economy in working, the proportion of expenses to receipts 
beiug reduced from 65 to 58 per cent. Ihe route mileage remained 
at tbe same figure, but the Bewdley extension would very nearly 
double the length of the line, and would enable them to serve a 
population of about 45,000, favourably distributed for tramway 
business, The gross receipts from all sources, including the sum 
brought forward from the previous year's account, amounted to 
£5,819, as against £2,924 in 1900. The expenses were telatively 
larger, owing to the expansion of the business, but not pro- 
portionately larger, and the uct profit of £2,339 compared favourably 
with £2,157 last year. They paid the full preference dividend of 
5 рег cent, and a dividend on the ordiaary shares of 2 per cent. 
Without wishiug to indulge in prophecy, he believed that next 
year the ordinary dividend would be larger. 

Mr. J. S. RAWwORTH teconded the motion, and it was agreed to 
without discussion. | 


New General Traction Company. 


THE report of this company, forthe year ended March 23rd last, to 
be presented at the meeting on the 12th iust., states that the gross 
protita for the year were £53,064, after deducting 57,385, the amount 
of general expens з, salaries, dircctors' fees, iuterest ou loans and 
legal expenses. Five percent. interest on the company's o itstanding 
mortgage debentures up to March 23rd, amounted to £5,674, leaving 
£47,386. The directors propose to write off £6,694, being the ex- 
penses, including underwriting, of the debenture issue of last July, 
and £166, being the loss in the price of Cons Is sold du'iig the 
year; this leaves a balance of £10,526. To this has to be added 
£41,135 brought forward, making a total profit of £81 662. "The 
directurs recommend that £70,000 be applied to write off the balance 
of goodwill and that the balance, £11,662, be carried forward. 
During the year the directors offered for subscription £:00,000 of 
5 per cent. mortgage debentures, of which £181,3.0 were subscribed. 


Primitiva Gas and Electric Lighting Company of 
Buenos Ayres. 


; Company, Limited, which has been formed with a nominal capital 
. af £2,000,000 to acquire and work extensive deposits of iron ore in 
Norway. Mr. Edison's magnetic separating treatment is to Le 
, employed, and а set of this machinery is said to be open to view at 
. Balham, London, S W., on application to the secretary of the 
company. Mr. Edison, Lord Kelvin, Prof. Hy. Louis, ot Newcastle, 
and Mr. J. E. Stead, F. I. C., are the company's technical advisers. 


THE report for 1901, to be presented at the meeting on the 13th 
inst, shows balance of revenue account amounting to £30,444, and 
after deducting interest (which will not be incurred again), London 
expenses, remuneration of local board and income-tax, there remains 
а net profit amounting to £67,305, which, after paying interest on 
debentures, 14,524, leaves a sum available for dividend of £52,772. 
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Two dividends were paid for the past year of 2s. 6d. each on the 
preference shares, absorbing £40,000, leaving £12,772, which the 
directors propose to carry forward to new account. During the year 
a sum of £45,191 has been expended on capital account on improve- 
ments and extensions of mains, cables, &c., and on new electric 
plant and machinery, which has been rendered necessary in con- 
sequence of the increasing demand for electric lighting. 


Willans & Robinson, Limited. 


A GENERAL meeting of the holders of the first mortgage debenture 
Stock was held last week at Westminster Palace Hotel, to consider 
an arrangement made between the company, of the one part, and 
Robert 8. McLaren, on behalf of all the holders of the said debenture 
Stock, of the other part, for the constitution of a new first mortgage 
debenture stock of the company of £250,000 bearing 4 per cent. 
interest, and for the acceptance by the holders of the existing 
debenture stock of the new debenture stock at the rate of £105 of 
the latter for £100 of the former stock. Mr. Mark Robinson, who 
presided, formally proposed the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 


Stock Exchange Notices. — Applications have been 
made to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to 
grant a quotation to:—British Westinghouse Electric and Manu- 
facturing Company Limited. — £500,000 4 per cent. mortgage 
debenture stock. Electrical Distribution Company, Limited.— 
Ordinary shares of £10 each, fully paid ; and 6 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of <10 each, fully paid. The Committee has 
farther been asked to allow the following security to be quoted in 
the official list: Eastern Telegraph Company, Limited.— Further 
issue of £102,377 4 per cent. mortgage debenture stock. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—Tbe receipts for the week ending May 
2nd were £794; corresponding week last year, £648: increase, £76. Tote! 
to date, £11,371; corresponding period lust year, 49,955; increase, £1,416. 
Miles of track open, 103. .- 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 8rd were £357; corresponding week last year, £860; decrease, 
£8. тош 49 to date, £4,246; corresponding period last year, £8,950; 
increase, А 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 2nd were £4,157: corresponding period last year (visit of Earl Roberts), 
24,494; deorease, £337. 


British Electric Traction Cempany.—The following returna are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending April 25th :— 


| | Comparison No | Aggregate. 
with corres- ' ' = 
Company Amount ponding week’ mU 
af last year. | е | Amount.| Inc. or Dec. 
— ! = Н 
£ +£ -£ £ +£ | -£ 
Devonport* .. - 893 — — 164 6,237 — — 
Dudley - Stourbridge 683 86 — 16$ | 10,737 2 003 — 
Gateshead* .. ios 691 m — 1 10,482 — — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 450. 945 — 16 6,518 8,644 — 
Hartlepool... s 262 83 — 16 81 — 
Kidderminster " 103 — 18 | 16 1,‘ 20 141 — 
Merthyr! T" 2x 169 — 783 | 1 8,193 — 867 
Middleton* ee ee 261 — ыт 4 1,308 — — 
Oldham — Ashton 499 — 80 16 7,15 — 1 
Poole? .. oe S 260 11 — 16 8,974 39 — 
Potteries — .. .. | 1,469 67 | — | 16 92,590 896 = 
Southport es me 229 18 — 16 2,631 704 — 
South Staffordshiret 765 — 8 16 11,984 595 = 
Swansea hs - 426 35 — 163 6.774 649 — 
Taunton“ is € 59 — — 16 904 — — 
D ian и; Vk "n 221 — 15 16 3,262 144 — 
olverhampton Dist. 148 8 | — 1 2189 | 1,401 = 


—s 


1 t Partly steam. 1 Comparison from April 
§ Compa1ison from March 18th only. 


* Not in operation last year. 
bth only. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending May 8rd were 
£6,987; corresponding week last year, £6,428; increase, £559. 
receipts to date, £119,796; corresponding period last year, £111,024; in- 
crease, £8,772. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 4th were £2,920; corresponding week last year, 21,62; increase, 
41.008. Total receipts to date (18 weeks), £53,157 ; corresponding period last 
year, £85,886; increase, £17,621. Miles open, 6}; last year, 43, 


Dover Corporation Tramways. — The receipts for the week ending May 
8rd were £184 ls. 118.; corresponding week last year, £199 78. 10d. ; de- 
crease, £15 бв. 11d. Total to date, 28,189 Os. 24d.; corresponding period 
last year, £8,070 13s. 84d.; increase, £118 6s. IId. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,186; 1901, 5,071. Number of cars, 1909, 12; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipta for the week ending May 
2nd were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., 28.691 12s. 5d.; D. B. D. Co. £798 9s. 114.; 
total, £4,490 28. 4d.; corresponding week last year—D.U.1. Co., £3.645 
12s. 3d. ; D.B.D. Co., £854 6s. 9d. ; total, £4,499 198. 0d.; decreare, £9 16s. 8d. ; 
aggregate to date, £72,122 9s. 7d.; last year, £64,924 Us, 6d.; increase, 
£3,498 98. 1d. Mileage worked, 46. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.—For week ending April 26th, £11,941 19s. 8d., 
compared with £10,112 16-. 114. for same period in previous year. Aggregate 
since June Ist, 1901, £521,012 19s. 9d., compared with 4430 109 19s. 6d. for 
corresponding period in previous year, 


Live | Overhead Railway. — The receipta for the week ending May 
4th were £1,399: corresponding week last year, £1,632; decrease, £233. 
Total to date £25,288; corresponding period last year, 427, 551; decrease, 
£2,818. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains. 


Total 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


| Wednesday Evening. 
ALL the markets of the Stock Exchange are wistfully watching 
Vereeniging, and the results of the momentous conference shortly 
to be held at that little place are vainly attempted to be solved in 
every department. The House, as a whole, has set its heart on 
peace. Consols and the gilt-edged department are hard, and that 
notwithstanding the new Indian issue, the wild gambling in the 
New York money market, and a few bear sales. The Lombard 
Street merchants find rates for cash keep low, and are glad to get a 
seventh of the percentage demanded in some New York cases for 
short loans. 

Sympathy with the investment markets is plainly apparent 
amongst electrical supply shares. Prices show small variation, 
although trade is by no means inactive. The fluctuations are really 
confined to a rise of 5s. in Edmundson’s Preference (replacing the 
fall of last week), and a decline of similar amount in London Electric 
Preference. Metropolitans keep steady at 16; sharp is the issue 
between those who declare that the shares will go to 25, and the more 
prudent who consider the current quotation a very fair one. It is 
needless to remark that the whole question hinges upon the deci- 
sion of the arbitrators in the Marylebone case. Between the two 
millions sterling demanded by the company and the three-quarter$ 
of a million offered by the Marylebone people there is ample scope 
for speculation. That some medium price will be fixed is the 
general theory. 

Sevefal additions have recently been made to the number of 
electrical supply shares quoted in the Stock Exchange Official List. 
Westminster new Preference are called 34 to 4 for the £5 shares 
with only half that amount called up. Charing Cross and Strand 
new Ordinary are 8 to 9, £1 under the price of the senior shares. 
Central Electric 4 per cent. Debenture stock is negotiable about 
107. In the Provincial section, Bournemouth and Poole are 114 
and 10 for Ordinary and Preference respectively. The company is 
making an issue of new 5 per cent. Preference shares at £11 apiece, 
and the emission will probably be received with thanks. Folke- 
stone Electric Lighting shares are 6, Oxfords 54, and Hove 74. 


Going further afield, Calcuttas are quoted at £9 middle, and 


Primitiva Gas and Electric Lighting at 23, for the fully-paid £5 
share. Royal Electric, of Montreal, Debenture stock, stands at 
103; Electric Lighting of Australia, Preference, at 4], while at 
1024 the 5 per cent. Debenture stock is now ex dividend. | 

The famous Welsbach compromise has failed to advance to any 
extent the company’s securities, the advantages to be gained from 
the cessation of litigation being offset in market opinion by the 
doubt which still hangs tu the principal Welsbach patent, and the 
prospect of vastly increased competition. 

No market is yet made in the shares of the South Wales Power 
Distribution Company, but the Stock Exchange took the prospectus 
rather kindly, recognising the restraint of flamboyant dividend 
expectations in the case of a concern which has all ite spurs to win. 
The shares are, of course, а speculation, and one which time alone 
can prove. | 

The special settlement of the London United Tramways new 
issues proceeded smoothly enough this week, the Preference 
“making-up” price being 1 premium, 1034 Debentures, and 522 
for the partly paid. In‘ this connection it is amusing to note 
that the London United is making desperate efforts to get revoca- 
tions cf their signatures from householders in Barnes who 
petitioned against the company being allowed to bring its trams 
over Hammersmith Bridge. British Electric Tractions are steady, 
and Calcutta Tramsa remarkably good market at 143. 

The telegraph department shows a variety of minor changes, 
which do not exceed a couple of points anywhere except as regards 
Submarine Cables Trust certificates, in which flatness is again 
accentuated. Eastern descriptions are irregular, the prior securities 
being harder, while Eastern Ordinary registers a fall of 2. Anglo- 
American Preferred, after being 90 bid, is still a point up on the 
week. Directs are a shade lower, but some of the West India and 
Panama issues have hardened on the assistance which the Govern- 
ment is now according to that distressful isle, Jamaica. Marconi 


shares are coming down to £3, all support being apparently with- 
drawn. Yet the shares haye just been introduced to the Wall 
Street Stock Exchange. | 

City & South London stock at 71 is better, the trafics keeping 
very good, while the little snub over the Euston extension is not 
taken seriously. In fact, some in the market seem to think the 
company will be just as well off without the extension. The 
deliberations of the “Tube” Committees now sitting, are without 
апу practical influence so far. 

In the Miscellaneous List, Reuter's moved up 4 on Wednesday, 
but Edison < Swan Debentures are flabbily weak. As a speculative 
investment, these latter will soon be worth buying. Another large 
power company is being got ready in Yorkshire, and will probably 
be with us shortly after the Whitsun holidays. 7 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


- Closing 
Present uotati 
issue, peers pen ath. May 7th. 
82,300 African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. di cee cee oee 99 —103 99 —103 
25,000 | Amason Telegraph Co.'s Tid Nos. 1 to 25,000 . - — 31— 4i 
119,7002 Amason Telegraph 5 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. ves 70 — 80 70 — 80 
804,720 Anglo-American ph ... - - - ves 44 — 47 xd| 44 — 47 
097,640 Do. do, 6 96 Pret. ove MEL eee 88 — 90 89 — 91 
wate 640 ын Telephone, н = to nr see eec eee с 7% Fa 40 
O8. eee 06 toe eee 4 — 
13,933,300$ — 150 —160 150 —160 
17410329] Do. oo Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 93 — 96 | 93 — 96 
16,000 Ouba Deum. eee eos eoe see ove eee 4— 5 4— 5 
19081 10 % ig eec eae 900 eee өөө 18 — 14 p 133 
Doe B Bpanish Telegra een eee eee eee 3 — 4 ta 
6,000 Do. do. 10 Cum. Pref. see [11] eee 8 — ( — 93 
80,0 А, Do. do. 4 Debs. see eee [Ill 98 —102 98 —102 % 
a — W India Cable, 4j % Beg. "Deb, within : : 
" est e, | PS 
101,300 я 1550 = 100 99 — 102 m n 
4,000,000 | Basten Telegraph, Ord — + 122 —182 =: 
1,930,807 Pref. Btock eee soe 83 — 86 83 — 86 
1,482, 28684 Do. "s Mort. Deb. Stock Rea. ees - 105 —109 107 —111 
300,000 qoum and China Telegraph  ... 124— 134 | 1z4— 134 
10,000 Do. 4 % Deb. Btock р m 107 —112 [108 —113 
Eastern and South African Telegraph, Mort. 
300,000; to 3,000, red. 1909 98 —101 98 —101 
900,000] ^ Do. 4 % Be Mt. Debs. Макта Bub.) 1—8,000 | 25 100 —103 100 —103% 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph and uo ne Чы cages ee 8—9 8— 9 
150.000 Great Neetben a h, ч Copenhagen n я rmm ^ ^ und м" 
р 27 — 29 — 
. ae = 
17,000 Telegraph eee eee 36 — 40 37 — 41 
100, 000] London Brasilian Limited, Ori, Kon. v eee гә Sis .. {100 —104 |100 —1C4 
72,690 | Montevideo Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. E xq тке i— 1 
86,493 Do. о 5% Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 eee "T 4— 1 — 1 
983,333 National Telephone, Pref. Stock.. 5 P 5 % |95 — 99. |95 — 99 
200,000 Pref. shares ses кез . | 3k 38 | 34— 38 3à— 33 
1,966,667 Do Det. Stock : А - DM 60 64 xd| £6 — 60 56 — 60 
15 Do. 6% Oum. 1st P.... ue. 8 186 |6% |12 — 14 | 12 — 14 
Do. 6 Oum. 2nd Pref. eee TII 6 6 6 12 para 14 12 — 14 
250,000 Do. 5 % Non-cum. 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 b b b 4j— 53 4j— 53 
2,000,0003 Do. Deb. Btock Red. eee coe 33 34 34 93 — 96 94 = 97 
коок п РЕА 2 Deb. Stock ы TENET End 4 4 7 (01 —105 103 —107 
1 ean ec., Nos. 1 t0 171, y 6 6 d— 15 — là 
100, 000] Pacific and European Tel, 4 Y Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... . - .. | 99 —102 99 —102 
11,839 B... see eee ee eee eee ove 5 5 % 6$ — 7 7 зт, 8 
8,303 cuca Ri Cables Trust h eee ee eee coe eos eee ‚з; ayy er 
40,006 Do. do 5 * Cum. . pret. но. 1—40,000 4— Б | 44— 5 
179,971 Do. do, 5 Y De [Ill eee 102 —105 103 —1C6 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 95 Debs.... 99 —101 99 —102 
150,000] Ро. 4 V Deks., 1—1,500 di rh de id 99 —102 | 99 —103 
. 907,930 | Western тывар Le Ltàd., Nos. 1— ex 114 — 124 111 — 123 
75,00€ Do . Debs. and series, 1906 А 02 —105 |102 —105 , 
848,777 Do. do. Deb. Bed. eee oe eee 99 —102 99 —102 eee 
88,821 | West India and Panama Telegraph .. А E А i— 1! 1— t1 э 
84,568 Do. do. 6 Cum. Ist Pref. see eee eee b -— 54 54 = 6 54 
4,669 Do. do. do. 8 Cum. 2nd Pret. оөз eee | eee 31— 4} 84 — 44 wee eos 
90.0001 Do. do. do. 5 Y Debs.. Noa. 1 to 1.800 sins € 100 —103 100 —103 103 - 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 


100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... 1 | rss Eh i— 3 — $| w ae 
Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa. | 100 8 


100,000 -— one 00 —104 . 
‚19,661 E Ord., 101 to 19,761 586 6 8 5 9 — 94 9 — 9j $ 
do. 7 % Саш. Pret.... b (III oes s 9 — 94 9 — 94 os 
50,000 oe сеа Strand Electricity a. 1 - - 5(995,|99 1095 | 9 — 10 9 — 10 9%; 94 
do. Ф Cum. 5 eee ese ees 51— 52 51— 53 вее 
до. гос 44% Deb. Stock Red. 0 63; 5i "x 105 —107 [105 —107 m 
Chelsea Electricity Bupp 7 ээ eee see oes 4 51— 5 51— 5 5+ 
Е do. Deb. Btock Red. eee Btock eee eee eee 110 —113 110 — 113 IP 
City of t London Electric 1 40,001 —110, 579... 10 4 5 0 $ 5% 8— 9 8— 9 81 
6 Qum. Pref., 40,000 . 10 6 % 6 s.o 12 — 13 19 — 13 eoe 
Do. 5 % Deb. Btock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid И EIN .. |123 —128 123 —128 Pas 
Do. ^ 4495 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 . [103 —106 [103 —106 | 1044 
Oounty pf Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. L „Ord. 1—40,000 10 4 V T 4% 8 — 9 8— 9 "s 
Do. do. do. 6% , 40,001—60,000 | 10 6 %/ 6 .. | 132 — 18 12 — 18 1204 | 
Do. 4% V Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs (all paid) Bd. ... | ... | ... jos . 107 —110 [107 —110 5 
Edmundson's Oorp., Ord. Bhares eot eee eee 5 6 % 7 % eee 6} — 62 61— 63 64. 665 
DS do. 6 V Cum. Pref. eee езе ее ITI TT by— 61xd 6 — €4 6545 ee 
Kensington 1 до, EE Ein „Dob. Bt Stock. 105 „ 107 —119 [107—110 uc d un 
an ghtabri 1% | 12% | 10% | 10 —11  |10 — 11 Я 
до. do. 4 96 Deb. Stock Stock eee eo TT 101 —104 101 —104 eee 
iam Electric Bupply . ишы, к=з: eee 8 ee ve °з 11— 12 14— 12 ee 
D 6 % Pref. 5| .. shi сай 44— 4i 4 — 44 " 
т " I3 PER do. 4% is Me Db. Stock Rd. Stock A 95 —100 | 95 —100 M 
аня tan 0 y, 10 = 0 6 % |64% | 154— 163 | 154— 163 163 15 
Do. 15 dnt M 5 Stom. - d 111 —115 111 —115 is 5 
Do. 34% Mort. Deb. Stock Red. Bteok| .. |... |... | 992—100 97 —100 | ` s 
Notting Hill Hlectric Ligh 10 7 J 77 6 ү 14—15 |14 — 15 | 144] 147, 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light, OC... — . 5 14445 1443, [144% | 144— 154 144— 154 15 | 143 
30, do. J Pref., 20,081 to 40,080 7 79, | 8&— 9 83— 9 93 9 
150, 000 Do. do. 34 ФІ Deb. жш Red. . 100 eee e ae 98 —101 98 —101 ee ae 
12,000 Bmithfield Market Blect. Supply, Ord. ее [T] 5 eee ° ses 1Z— 24 1$— 9 ove eos 
50,0002 Do. do. 4 Ф Deb. ees ee 100 eee ee ee. 180 — 96 80 == 90 * eos 
Bouth London Electricity ly, Ord, eee see * 5 eae £2 == 3{ 24 T 3 35 3 
109,518 Westminster Hlectric Supp — eee eos 5 18 % 103%, 103% 11 — 12 11 — 12 eee ose 
Ы ct 
| Usilees otherwise st in deterred’ pipes nr 


т share venu, Perdu perdi oa Ki wn 


of one paar and thn een Cie Bex, 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
Btock Closing Business dome 
0 Dividends for ended 
Present NAME, share. the last three years, | Jpri Bon. Jay Ich. May Tth, 1908, 
1 1899, | 1900. | 1901. ur oo 
20, 000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. eee eos 10 eee eee eee — 41— 54 4i * 
800,000? Do. do. 5 Ist Mort. Deb. вок Bed. eee Stock °з eee [TII 86 — 90 xd 86 — 90 xd еее TP 
62,074 | British Electric Traction 885 та m ..| 10| 89$ 9B „ 133— 143 | 133— 144 141 134 
. 90,000 Do. do. Н Cum. ..| 10| .. yis M 123— 122 191— 122 12; | 12% 
600,000; Do. do. 8 Stock we. Stock .. 124 —127 124 —127 126 | 1254 
70,000 British Insulated Wire Od. iv ss wie 5 20 * 16 `9 10 Жы 8 — 9xd| 8 — 9ха 8% 8 
70,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref, 885 oes ees 5| ... ei 54— 52 51— 52 5$ 58 
50,000 J Browett, Lindley & Co. ра тА „| £1 . | 138 to 15s. | 13s. to 158. - 
50, 000 Cum. Pref. -— ed «E D ue .. | 16/6 to 17/0 | 16/6 to 17/0 | ... - 
105, 731 Brush Elecl. Жаай, Ord., 1 to 405 731 ees 2 60 eve 2 "E Nil — 1 1— 1 eee TT) 
150,000 Do, do.  Non-cum. ша. ВФ Prot a eee 2, 6 3% | 14— 2 11— 12 aes 
125, 0603 Do. do. 43 b. Btock eee eee Stock ITI TIS 1 1 —104 1 —104 eee 
125, ‘0002 Do. do. 4 5 . 2nd Deb. Btock [TT] Stock eo T 97 —100 97 —100 T 
$0,000 Oallender Oable Construction „Nos. 1—30,000 ... 5 15 Ф 15 . | 17 — 18 17 — 18 178 
40,000 Do. do. 5 y А Cum. Pref. ses eae 5 в eee 54— 6 = 6 5 : 
90,0007 Do. do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Bed ee. [Stock] .. 802 .. 111 —115 111 —115 bad 
1, 969,800 Central London PANT) Ord. Stock з sos vee |Btock| ... iis 4 95/1103 —106 |103 —106 1054 | 1041 
440, 100 Do. do. 4 95 Pref. Stock .. эз we. [Stock] ... 985 4 Ф 103 —106 |103 —106 1048 | ... 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. eee eee eee tock ee 4 100 —103 100 —103 eee ove 
855,000 Ойу and Beuth London Railway  ... vee — Stock 11% 14% 2 %| 69 — 71 70 — 72 714 | 70 
54,000 Crompton Oo., Nos. 1 to 54,000  ... i б» 3| 15 8 D| 3 — 94 3 — 3j эз T" 
100,000; Do. 5 2100 Mort, R g. ды ны) „|... |... | .. Поз —18 103 —108 .. 
99,261 & Swan Utd. El. Let., “ A” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99 5| 6 22 à— 8 1— 8 Vis abe 
17,189 E do. do 0. “A” ded 01—017, 5 ees 5 6 24 9 — 3 9 — 3 өөө coe 
844,029: Do. do. do. 4 95 Deb. Stock Red 6. | 100 | ... e. | 78 — 83 75 — ж з 
100,000} Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certs. all pd. | 100 | ... - *. | 82 — 87 82 — 87 ES és 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... 997 wee T 2| 6% 699 .. 11— 1$ 11— 1 15 " 
91, 390 Do. do. 7 Cum. Pref., 1 to 91 ‚390... eee 2 TT eee eee 24— 3 24— 8 "TP TT 
182,500: Ро. до. 4% Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stoch ». |Stock| ... e. {| . |97 —101 97 —101 1004 T 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 6 Ф Cum. Pref. ... T ch. 10 „ 92— 10} 92 — 10} 10 E 
150, 000 Do. do. 4% Mort. Deb. [I 066 өг» au 5% СА v, Қ — n n m eee ee 
85,000 Henle в (W. T.) Telegraph Works, Ord. oes yy) eee 15 20 20 — А — ° ee 
85,000 id do. do. Pref. oes eee 5 43% 4196 eee 51— 6 51— 6 А eee 
55 0001 Do. do. do. 4$ Mort. Deb. Btock... ase sae 111 —115 |111 —115 Ves b 
50,000 India-Rabber, чка and Telegraph Works «. | 10118 Y 10 ZY ... 21 — 22 21 — 22 214,| 218 
800,000; Do. do. do. 4 Ф Ist ort. Deb PTT] vus 100 eee 99 — 102 99. —102 een eee 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... Se ». | 10 3% sx 14% 19 5 41— 5 аў - 
10,000 T Do. do. Pref., £10 paid ees 006 10 104 — 11 104 — 11 ое eee 
7,500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to ы * | 10 S. | 154—164 153— 163 (e - 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 95 Cum. Pref, .. si oo | £1 x: . | 19/0 to 20% .. M 
37,350 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance ... oo | 12 173 20 %| 34 — 37 94 — 37 37 35 
150,000; Do. 4 95 Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 * | 100 *. |103 —106 03 —106 iss m 
25,000 N Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... sha b 12 12 v Sis 103— из 10%— 14 111 102 l 
20,000 do 5 % Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000... 54 6 vis T 


009 eee . 91 == 94 TI ED 1 


2 5 
40,0001 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Btock kd * * * 91 — 94 
t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Bradford Share List. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 


Consolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance, ,5—,%. Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Electric „ Ord., 14—15. 
Netiooal Eleotrio Free Wiring, ;—1. b bo. dol ier 12 ра.), 109—104. 


* From Birminghsm Bbare List. Bank rate of discount 3 per cent. (February 6th. 1902). 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, May 7th. 
CHEMICALS. &o. This week. | Last week. Ino. or Deo. METALS, &. (continued) 


t Quotations on Liverpool! Stock Exchange. 


$ From Manchester Bhare List. 


This week. Last week. Ine. or Dee. 


в Acid, Hyürochlorie „„, per от. 8 / 5/- e g Copper Sheet ee vo оо рет ton #69 #69 
6 oe N trio ee ee ee per owt. E 22). 23/- ee 9 [I] . ee oe per ton £69 £69 
€ „% Oxalio .. . of рест. . 89/. «s € „  ‘Bleotrolytio) Bars es рег ton £68 £63 T 
€ „% Sulphuric.. 80 „ рег сті. 5/6 5/6 “> 6 n " te .. per ton £15 £15 ee 
а iac, Bal .. 92 per сті. 420. 89/- 8s. inc 6 u " „ per ton £68 £68 "s 
в Ammonia, Muriate (crystal)... per ton 1 i» é -a ii Н.О. Wire рег Id. 8d. 8d. B 
@ oe $ ee per ton £80 ee f Ebonite ee oe ee ee per Ib. В 8/- 8/- е 
в Bleach der ee ee per ton £1 41 ee / » ee ee ee per lb. 6/- ж ee 
в Bisulp pot Darton: ee per ton £16 £15 є n German Silver Wire . per lb. rh 5 oe 
Borar ee ee per ton £18 £18 ee h Gatta-peroha fine ee per lb. - .- 
є Bensole (90%) 1. .. ee per gal. $. $. ee h India-rubber, Рага fine .. |. per Ib. 3/1 to 8/14 | 8/14 to 8/2 | 3d. dec. 
6 55 (50 ) oe ee per gal, b 5/8 .. $ Iron, Charcoal Sheets  .. ee рег ton £18 £18 ue 
в т Sulphate eo .. per ton £19 £20 £1 dec 46.4 рж (0 3 warrants) . per ton 48/5 48/6 1d. dec. 
в » Nitrate ee „ per ton 424 £94 . $ a чор сс per ton| From 411 | From £11 3 
в „ White Sugar es e. рег ton £81 £81 FS $ as ra per ton 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 60/- - 
в 1105 p iie per “ =з n o ee н Wire, galvanised No. 8 per ton a 15 А &9 16 Ws 
a Methylated Spi per gal. ee ; 
a Naphtha, Solvent (90% 2416020). per gal, | 6/8 6/8 ài g Load, English Ingo .. .. Per en f t £12 212 | 2/6 des. 
a Potash, Bichromate, in casks.. per lb. Bd. Bd. eo 9 n Bheet eo es per ton 419 10 £18 10 ee 
a n Caustio (75/809) ee per ton £24 £24 ee & Manganin Wire No. 28 oe ee por lb. 8/- 8/- е 
& „  Bisulphate T ee per ton £85 £85 e g Mercury per bot. £8 15 #8 15 
a She ee per owt 120j. 125/- 5s. дес d Mica n original oases), small ee per lb. 84. го 94. | Bd. to 9d. " 
& Sulphate of "Magnesia .. ва ee рег ton £4 10 £4 10 oe d n i s» medium per Ib. 1/9 to 9/9 | 1/9 to 2/9 ee 
а Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 6 £6 5 T d „ » large .. perlb.| 8/8 to 7/8 | 8/8 to 7/8 ee 
в n Recovered .. „ per ton 45 10 25 10 ee p Phosphor Bronse, plain seating per Ib. |1144. to 1/2 111d. to 1/2 * 
а „ Lump vs . рег ton £6 £6 T p " rolled bars & per lb. | I/ to 1/8 - to 1/8 К 
а Boda, Caustic (white 70%) .. per ton £10 16 £10 16 T p » rip & sheet peri 1/2 172 - 
4a n sials .. s . рег юп £8 £8 э 0 Platinum А Ф per on £41 £A 1 се 
& $e, casks — .. per lb. ма, 9да, T i Bilicium Bronse Wire per lb, | 10d, $o 1/- | 10d. to 1/- oe 
Steel, Magnes, &co'd'ng to desc'p'n per ton] From 415 to £48 T 
METALS, &o. " м in bar oe oo 41 458 ee 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton £148 £148 - 9 TM block . n kia co рег ton { £132 } £180 £1—£3 irc. 
b " Wire, in ton lots per ton 1. £224 ee f u foil ee ee ee per lb, 16 1/6 өө 
b Bheet, in ton lots per ton £19 £191 ee и „ wire, Nos. 1 to is per lb 7 1/1 &% 
p Babbitt's metal ingots.. per ton | £76 ч 2125 £16 to £125 p White Anti. friction Metals — — 
в Brass (rolled metal 2^ to 19”) basis por lb, 63d. 61d. " White Ant" brand. per ton .£35 to £65 | £85 to £65 T 
e Tube (brazed) r ee per lb. ыа. Rid. bs j Yarns, 2/108 Grey Cotton, on sp'ls per lb. 7d. 7d. ө 
9 n 10 гош drawn) .. por lb. 7d. "d. X j n Alea, Flex .. ee per lb, оа. эа. T 
ê „ Wire, basis oe ee per lb, "d. 7d. г ў и З оу 10 lbs. Russian ee per lb, 4d. jud. ee 
: Copper Tubes (brased) ee ber lb. Bid. Bid, $5 f п 10 tbs, Russian, single .. per lb. 4:4. 4:4. s 
(solid drawn) ., per lb. ud. "а. © њм 180 Ibs, Jute rove. per зоп 410 2 6 410 2 6 oe 
; Copper Bare (beet selected) .. per ton £09 £069 è Zine, Воз, (Vielle Montagne bnd.) per ton] 422 10 £22 10 è 


1 Messrs. G. Boor & Co. b 
т b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd. 
SORT: € Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Sons, „ 
phie J || Messrs. F. Wiggins & Sous, карри y, 
є Messrs, Frederick Smith & Co. | 


FIndia- Rubber, G.-P. and 'l'eleg. Works 
Messrs. James & Shakspeare, [Co., Ltd. 

h Messrs. Edward Till & Co. 

t Messrs. Bolling & Lowe. 

) Messrs, Walter H, Hindley & Co, 


'k Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
з m Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., Lid. 
PRSE n Messrs. P. Ormiston & Sons. 
supp y ү Messrs. Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd 
р The Phosphor Bronse Company, Ltd 


РА 
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METAL MARKET. 


Fluctuations in April. 


| APEIL123 4 7 8 9101114151617182122232425282930 
425 


: LEAD (ENGLISH). 


APRIL] 2 3 4 7 8 9101114151617182122232425282930 


£20 
C IENENNENESREEPEHEGSERENEXNE 


IRON. 


Арм 1 2 3 47 8 9 1011 14 15 16 17 18 21 22 23 24 25 28 2930 
60/- : 


63/. bt 
SEDA E 


6 1/- 


TIN. 


APRIL 1 2 3 4 7 8 9 1011141516171821 2223 24 25 28 2930 
£185 


COPPER (G.M.B's.) 


APRILI 2 3 4 7 8 9 1011 1415 16 1718 21 22 23 24 25 28 2930 
£60 


THE INDUSTRIAL FREEDOM LEAGUE. 


— 


THIS Association was formally inaugurated on April 22nd at the 
Westminster Palace Hotel. There was an influential platform; 
the railway interest being well represented, the chairman of the 
Great Central presiding, supported by Lord Claud Hamilton 
(chairman of the Great Eastern Railway), Mr. Harper (chairman of 
the Didcot, Newbury and Southampton Railway), besides many - 
others associated with the greatest of all the private enterprises of 
the country. No wonder that the Railway News describes the 
movement as A Railway Shareholders’ Protection Association ”— 
but it is as the largest ratepayers of the country that municipal 
trading affects the railway interest and not much from fear of their 
special business being interfered with by rate-aided competition. 

It is true that municipal tramway undertakings may in some 
districte, and to a limited extent, compete with the railways, but as 
feeders to the stations they probably do much more to facilitate com- 
munication to and from the main lines, than to take away any of 
their customers. | 

The real character of the Association is not at all well indicated 
by the name chosen for it by its promoters, and we recommend an 
immediate change to one which better explains the object, viz., to 
freé private enterprise from undue interference and rate-aided com- 
petition. The obvious name would be “ The Anti-Municipa! Trading 
Association,” this would convey at once to the public that the object 
is to put a stop to the development of the socialism which aims at 
the ultimate absorption of all private trading, and that business 
enterprise which has created the commercial supremacy of the 
nation. 

This is not a Railway Sharcholdere’ Protection Association, but 
an effort to unite every trade in the country, with the object of 
putting a stop to the vicious encroachments of municipalities upon 
the business of the ratepayers, whose money they are using to 
deprive them of their own means of subsistence. Certain interests 
have been already attacked, tome more directly than others, and 
these have naturally been the first to resent the interference, but if 
the growth of the system is to be stopped, every trader must 
combine, and they will make short shrift of the municipal 
competitor. 

Every ratepayer is interested in the question, whether in or out of 
business, and the facts mentioned by speakers at the meeting of the 
Association should arouse their attention and awake them from their 
apathy and indifference to the local management of public affairs— 


‘which is, unfortunately, their normal condition throughout the 


country. 

Lord Avebury, who has given so much attention to the subject of 
municipal trading, pointed to the working of the telegraph system 
by Government, which resulted in a loss of six millions, and which 
is increasing every year, and his allusion to the position of the 
railways in India, as an instance of the check to private enterprise, 
consequent upon their being in the hands of the Government, was a 
powerful argument in favour of free private enterprise as opposed 
to municipal monopolies. The extent to which municipal trading 
has already progressed was stated by the Chairman as already in- 
volving an indebtedness of 4300, 000, O00, and there is no reliable 
estimate of the value of the assete which represent this enormous 
amount of debt for which the ratepayers are responsible. 

Apart from the principle involved—which ought to dispose of the 
question—there is no justification in the results obtained, for the 
departure from the legitimate duties of à municipal council in order 
to make profits in reduction of rates, by competing with the ordinary 
business of the community; as Lord Avebury remarked, if suffi- 
cient allowances were made for central office charges, for rent, for 
the head officials, law and depreciation, it will be found that the 
net profit is imaginary." . 

A striking instance is afforded by the financial resulte of the 
tramway service in the Bouth of London, worked by the London 
County Council, and that in the North of London, which is a 
private enterprise ; 80 far as the ratepayers are concerned, they gain 
an immense pecuniary advantage from the system in the hands of 
the company over that carried on by the Council. 

In electric lighting it would be difficult to find one municipal 
undertaking that shows a profit—if the accounts are made up 
legitimately—and the public lighting supplied at cost price. 
` The efforts of electric lighting committees to justify their trading 
by presenting apparently favourable accounts is notorious, and 
auditors are constantly pointing out the unsoundness of the basis 
upon which they are prepared. 

The action of the Municipal Electrical Association in rejecting 
the recommendation of the Municipal Treasurers and Accountants 
(Incorporated) that a provision for depreciation should be made, is 
one of the strongest proofs of the determination of municipal 
authorities to render their accounts without adhering to even the 
ordinary principles of accountancy. | 

Every man of business must know that payment of the orivinal 
cost of an article by instalments cannot provide for the depreciated 
value 25 years afterwards; and yet the statement is made by the 
advocates of municipal trading that the sinking fund covers 
depreciation ! 

If it were practicable to keep the accounts in such a way as to 
limit every loan to the actual purpose for which the money was 
borrowed, the fallacy of the contention would be apparent ; but the 
fact is, that renewals of worn out and antiquated plant purchased 
by one loan are made out of the proceeds of another, the fund for 
the original cost being necessarily exhausted by its payment, and 
a8 no reserve or depreciation fund has been provided out of revenue, 
fresh borrowings are of necessity devoted to the purchase of plant 


to renew that which has worn out or become obsolete. 
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There are some notable exceptions to the defective systems of 
accounts adopted by the great majority of municipalities, and these 
afford strong evidence against them. 

At Glasgow— where no one can dispute the commercial acumen 
of tbe community from which the municipality is chosen—the 
necessity for making due provision for depreciation is admitted. 
In a paper prepared by W. W. Lackie, M. I. E. E., the assistant 
chief engineer of the Glasgow Electricity Works, he specifies the 
amounts that shonid be provided to cover depreciation upon the 
following percentages on cost, viz :— 


Land and buildings 1 per cent. 
Machinery and plant a Кз 71 5„ 
Accumulators ... $us TM .. 10 i 
Mains and cables " "ER P 21 „ 
Meters nis a 5 уз 6 " 
Instruments ve sie P з 5 $s 


and he estimates that this. calculation amounts to 4 per cent. on 
capital expenditure. 

The Aberdeen Corporation allow, on the average, 3 per cent., and 
this may be taken as the lowest provision that prudence would 
dictate. 

The new association has an arduous but most beneficial work 
before it. A branch should be established in every town, not on the 
plan of existing ratepayers’ associations, which are too often mere 
standing election committees in the interests of certain candidates, 
but formed of the traders and entirely free from party politics. 

The co-operative societies should be invited to support the 
‘movement, for municipal trading is entirely opposed to their 
‘principles, which are based upon practical acquaintance with the 
business and provision of the capital by themselves. 

We congratulate the Association upon a good send-off, and with 
amore appropriate name and a thorough organisation throughout 
the country, success will assuredly be achieved. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION. 


[Paper read at the Town Hall, Northampton, before the Tramways 
Committee and others.] | 


By PHILIP DAWSON. 


Tux real advent of electric traction in England may be said to 
date back to the opening of the Bristol line in 1895. The Bristol 
electric tramways, although not by any means the first opened, was 
the first electric line which was commercially successful from the 
beginning. Since that date enormous progress has been made, во 
that at the present day there are 85 electric tramways and railways 
in actual operation, while there are over 100 tramways and light 
3 rer еш ог 5 which are intended to 
be worked electrically. e following figures give a v good 
idea of the state of things at the present as :— а a 


ELECTRIC Tramways AND RAILWAYS IN THB UNITED KINO DOM. 


—— 


Route Track Number 
| mileage. | mileage. | of cara. 
* 5 | А 
Constructed ... ... approx. 800 | 1,300 | 4,000 
Under construction ... ju ..' 600 , 900 800 
Authorised and about to bec'nstr'eted | 1,000 ! 1,400 — 
Total . 2,00 | 3,600. | 400 | 


A series of tables which may be of interest have been compiled, 
and give an idea of the cost of installation and operation, as well 
as of the probable results which may be expected. 

.Bome figures are also given showing the enormous increase 
of traffic which takes place when electric traction is introduced 
and the rapid growth of electric traction. 

This system is no longer in its infancy, and it has not only been 
applied with remarkable success in the United States and on the 
Continent of Europe, but it has within the last six years found 
great favour in our country, and the importance which it has 
attained may be gauged by the capital which has already been 
invested in it. 

In 1896 the total capital invested in electric undertakings in this 
country was about £6,000,000. No Corporation had at that time 
invested any money in that branch. At the end of last year the 
total capital invested by private companies exceeded £40,000,000, 
and municipalities bad invested over £11,000,000, makiog a total 
investment of over £51,000,000. The schemes of power distribu- 
tion may, for our purposes, be also counted in, as a large number of 
them will undoubtedly supply electric current for traction purposes. 
The capital which has already been raised for such undertakings 
amounts to nearly £20,000,000. If we take into consideration the 
new tube railways, and the conversion of the Metropolitan and 
District Railway to electric traction, which that successful American 
financier, Mr. Yerkes, has now in hand, we shall have to add another 


£20,000,000 ; it will thus be seen that, taking all the power distri- 
bution and traction schemes which are now either completed or 
under construction, the total amount of money invested reaches 
nearly £100,000,000. "Taking the capital expended on electric light 
undertakings, we find that the municipalities have spent, in round 


. figures, £16,000,000, and private companies £28,000,000. It will be 


seen from these figures that the subject under consideration 
is therefore a very important one. The enormous increase 
of electric traction in the United States is remarkable; thus, 
in 1894, of the total tramway systems in America, amountiog to 
nearly 13,000 miles, 9,000 miles were operated electrically. At the 
present moment over 20,000 miles are operated electrically, and 
approximately, 60,000 cars are in circulation. 


TABLE I.—New Lokk Crry Sonracn Lixxs (from Street Railway 
Journal).—Population, 3,370,000. 


— e 1901. 


1900. | 1899. | 1898. 


Miles of tax.. 963 952 | 990 514 
Passengers carried. [871,790,558 816,661 361 759,740,052 679,967,283 


Car-miles operated |110,557,911/112,361,704,112,671,413 105,797,835 
Car-miles per mile | 
of track ... i 114,800 118,000 121,100. 115,860 
Passengers carried | | 
per mile of track 905,000 858,000: 810,000. 744,000 
No. of times popu- | 
| 


lation carried 260 | 240 | 220 200 


TABLE II.— GBOwTRH or PASSENGER TBArFIC ON New Үовк 
SuRFACB LINES. 


Approximate. 
1890 "T 224,000,000 
1891 di 238,000,000 
1893 — . 285.000 000] Period of changing motive 
1894 г. 263,000,000 f Power and oonsolidation of 
1895 . 26,000,000) lines 
1898. 820,000,000 
1897 T 380,000,000 
1898. 400,000, 000 
1899 Е 465,000,000 
1900  ... 559,000,000 


TABLE II[.— APPROXIMATE CAPITALISATION OF ELECTRIC 


TRAMWAYS. 
l P Cepitalisation. 

| e Miles OF | —- - — —————————— — — 

Name. | Population: route: | oO Per mile oí 

ae NEM QURE Se шы сомы 
Birkenhead , . | 110,926 11 | 112,000 10,000 
Blackburn ..  .. 137,000 4 | 225,000 56,000 
Blackpool & Fleetw'd — | 9 | 190,000 21,000 
Bradford ... .. | 279,767 25 338,000 14,000 
Bristol 321,908 283 і 34,000 
Coventry 73,000 ' 104 130,000 12,0C0 
Dover i 44000 | 3i 38,000 11,000 
‘Dublin United 252,239 45 1,715,000 38,000 
Glasgow . | 762,000 ! 20 1,681,000 84 000 
Halifax... 106,000 133 117,000 | 9,000 
Huddersfield 95000 20 266,000 13,000 
Hull... 240,620 94 270,000 28,000 
Leeds 498,953 25 217,000 9,000 
Liverpool ... 684,947 66 1,084,000 16,000 
London United — 13 494,000 , 38,000 
Manchester 543,969 75 | 900,000 12,000 
Norwich... 111728 , 144 | 330,000 | 23,000 
Portsmouth .. | 189,160 15 602,000 40,000 
Sheffield ... . | 400,000 18 | 233,000 | 13,000 
Central London — : 65 | 3,550,000 | 546,000 
City & South London — 6'0 ; 2,081,000 347,000 
Liverpool Overhead | — | 25 | 790,000 318,000 


The total station capacity in kilowatts installed for lighting and 
traction purposes in the United Kingdom amounts to above 
500,000 Kw., and that at present being installed in the neighbour- 
hood of 150,000 more. The total station capacity installed in 
London for all purposes is not much over 100,000 xw. "This sounds 
a great deal, but if we compare these figures to those of New York 


City, we find that New York has nearly 250,000 kw. 


Some figures showing what surface lines or tramways have 
done in other towns may be of interest, Taking New York 
City with a population of 3,370,000, we find that the tramways 
carry the total population 260 times every year; further details, 
showing the rapid increase in traffic due to tbe electrification of 
the New York line, are given in Tables I. and IL, from which it 
will be seen that within the last five years the traffic bas more than 
doubled. Taking into consideration the elevated roads and the 
various outlying districts which make ter New York, we 
bave a population of, in round figures, 3,500,000, and the tramway 
and elevated railway system carry 1,200 million passengers per 


х 
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annum, or, in other words, the total population of New York is 
carried ONCS a day. Comparing these figures to what is obtained 
in London, We find that the tramways omnibuses, and Metropolitan 
lines only carry from 60 per cent. to 70 per cent. of the population 
of greater London every дау, from which it is evident that the 
inhabitants of London do not move about as much as those of New 
York. This may possibly be attributed to the difference of 
tem ment, and the different mode of conducting business. The 

length of the London tramway system is, in round figures, 140 


TaABLB Ї1Ў.—АРРЕОхХгМАТЫ Cost OF Various Parts OF BLECTRIC 
TRACTION SYSTEM. 


Approximate Cost of Modern Power Plant per KW. Installed. 


£ s.d £ s. d. 

Buildings  ... ^ T .. 4 0 0 to 16 0 0 

Boilers — as i . 2 0 Oto 5 0 0 
Steam and water piping and feed 

pumps sion Р . . 012 Oto 3 0 0 

Steam engines and condensers ... 3 0 0 to 11 0 0 

Dynamos and switchboards . . 2 10 0 to 12 0 0 


Total cost of power plant, not including buildings, £25 to £35. 
Approximate Cost of Rolling Stock. 


Maximum traction trucks per set .. £130 
Ordinary bogie trucks per set ce .. 125 
Standard four-wheel truck ... ке - 70 
Extra long truck ее 2 ns 75 
Double-deck car bodies .. £220 to 300 
Single-deck car bodies m .. 210to 265 
Double-motor equipment, including 

resistances and controllers .. 260 to 320 
Single-car motor, 15—50 н.Р. . 756 to 120 


Cost of Track Laying. 

Cost per mile of single track, 4 ft. 84 in. gauge, 
100-lb. rails, wood or granite paving, including 
necessary electrical bonding А ds 

Overhead Work. 


Cost per mile, three-section tubular poles, standard brackets, 
1/0 trolley wire. | 


£5,600 to 6,500 
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is a uniform fare of 5 cents, or 24d. It. is evident from this that 
lines which would pay very well in America might not pay in 
England. Besides this fact, there is another one which has to be 
considered, viz., that the difference between the income and the 
actual expenses incurred by the working population of this country 
is a much smaller quantity than that which is at the disposal of the 
American workman, and it is, therefore, probable that whilst 
the American will travel on an electric car for a very short distance, 
and whenever he gets a chance, the English workman will only 
travel when he is forced to do so. 

It may be interesting to examine the probable costs of electric 
installation. It will be evident, from a glance at Table III., 
that there is a very large variation of the capitalisation per 
mile of route. It is also evident that the smaller the system 
the less will be the cost per mile of route, provided the 
general conditions are favourable. It will be seen that the total 
expenditure varies from a minimum of £9,000 per mile of route in 
the case of Leeds and Halifax to respectively £56,000 and £84,000 
in the case of Blackburn and Glasgow. As regards main linea, rail- 
ways, such as the Liverpool Overhead and the London Tube, the 
capital expenditure must be very much heavier, and has reached, 
in the case of the Central London Railway, over half a million per 
mile of route. It may be stated that, for estimating purposes, the 
very best system, including power station, track, car, overhead 
work, feeders, &c., should be installed for from £15,000 to £20,000 
per mile of route. 

The way in which this total cost is made up is shown in Table IV., 
from which you will see that the total cost of the power station can be 
safely taken at £30 per xw. installed, and that as regards the motor 
cars, a figure of £750 is a safe опе to estimate on. For the permanent 
way with standard gauge and for heavy rails, such as are now nearly 
always adopted, £6,000 per mile of single track should be allowed. 
As regards the overhead construction, a figure of from £1,500 to 
£2,000 per mile of route is a safe one to estimate on. It must, 
however, be pointed out that all these figures can be used for roughly 
approximating costs and preliminary estimates only, as the condi- 
tions that obtain may considerably influence the total cost. It is 
only by a traction expert examining these conditions in the light 
of his experience that a real idea of the total capital which will 
eventually have to be expended, can be obtained. 

In investigating the question of how much money can be properly 
invested, it is necessary to ascertain the probable receipts and 


Double trolley wire on side brackets £1,100—1,400 pendinte, and for this purpose I have prepared Table V. It 
T š span wire ... £1,700—2,000 will be seen that the population, in the cases given, is carried from 

» ч centre brackets £1,300—1,500 65 to 180 times а year. The receipts per head of population vary, 
Single trolley wire, side brackets ... £1,000—1,200 in the figures I give, between 5s. and 19s. per head. It will be seen 
„ 5 span wire 41, 600—1, 800 that the receipts per mile of route vary between £2,200 and £7,300. 

TABLE V. 
| | Miles | P | Passengers | No. of | Receipts Receipts ' Recel ta Avera e! Ratio of | 
Name, | za Е assengers carried per times Total pw. рш ре Е Total 
ame | Population | edes. | carried, | folle of | Pop. "ч receipts. } D. | pore ee car mile. pass ng. обара, xpenses. 
| | | | | | £ ^ & ; £$ , d | à у & 
Bristol . 829,000 28 28,972,000 960,000, 82 165,115 10 5,900 — 147 67 110,795 
Cork ... кез .. 75,000 10 5, 137,000 514,000 68 21,875 6 28,200 72 102 63 | 13,840 
Dover .... 42,000 3 | 9,710,000, 903,000 65 , 1114 5 3,700 100 98 85 | 7,997 
Dablin United . 262,000 45 45,165,000 1, 000, 000 180 241,825 19 5,4100 — 128 67 161,692 
Halifax s .. 106,000 , 13:5 9, 430,000 700,000 89 39,383 7 2,900 . 133 100 77 30, 279 
Hartlepool . .., 23000 , 50 2,180,000 | 426,000 93 12.266 11 2,400. — 1:38 62 7,557 
Hull. . 241,000 | 94 . 19,350,000 | 2,010,000 | 80 50,118 7 8,400 105 99 49 39,754 
Leeds see 429,000 25 | 39,240,000 1,570,000. 92 183,199 9 7,300 126 . 112 61 121,402 
Liverpool ...  ... 685,000 66 | 93,768,000 ' 1,420,000 137 455,530 13 6,800 122 116. 73 330,073 
Middſesbro- Stockton — 9 38,783,000 976000. — 47,219 — 5,2000 — 129 69 32,581 
Norwich  ... .. 112,000 144 ' 7,816,000 542,000 70 36,376 6 2,500 | 94 111 62 22,463 
Blackpool ... 17,000 9:5 ' 4,912,000 , 517,000 104 . 33,060 14 , 3,500 | 150 162 | 59 | 19,535 
i | | 


-———— M MÀ — 


— — — — — — — —— ̃ ———— —— ee = —— „иа — . ̃ ˙ !—»— — OE 


The average fare per passenger varies from 98d. to 1 62d., and the 
. . ratio of operating expenses to receipts from 49 per cent. to 85 per 
Increase in Passengers Carried. cent. Table VI. gives some figures for electric syetems in the 
North of France, and shows the rapid increase in traffic, and the 


TABLA VI.—Rovsparx—Tovurcome IELECTRIC TRAMWAYS. 


1897 6. 44,484,025 : : : : 
1898 x и Е 4,763,980 decrease in ratio of expenses to receipts. Table VII. gives the 
1899 esee 5,365,500 
1900 ... 7,120,420 Taste VII. 
30 klmts. of route at end of December, 1900. ES | а 55 Miles E route 
Ratio of Expenses to receipts. — — oM DLE IE 5 
1898. | 1999. 1900. 1898. 1899. 1900. 
1895 ннн GH per cent. Blackpool Corp. 2,279,209 2, 881,027 3,421,736] 4 | 4 6 
1896 39 АСЯ “кє 58 „ Blackpool and 
1897 vee ә. ew 56 „ Fleetwood .. Opened July 1,782,683} 1,831,531 — 8 8 
1898 e ә. T 518 „ Cork .. „ Dec. 4, 744,528 5,137,141 — 895 9 
1899 e) 5e ꝗ.ę . 53˙5 „ | Dover. 787,745 2, 170,590 2,487,863 33 4& 4} 
1900 e owe e 546 „ Halifax ...JOpenedJune, 2,594,478) 7,308,998] — 63311125 
Population, 204,000. Leeds ... ...| 15,020,985 24, 237,440 27,634,105 21°75, 23 | 26 


Liverpool  ...Opened Nov. 63,771,450,82,367,058| — Ке 82 
| | 


miles. А very important point, and one which has to be considered 


when comparing financial results obtained in England and America, 
is the average fare per passenger carried. From careful investi- 
gations which have been made, and from the figures given by Mr. 
James Dredge in an article of his which appeared in the March 
number of Traction and Transmission, it appears that the 
average amount paid per passenger on the different London 
transit systems is approximately 14d., whereas in New York there 


— — —— — — 


increase of passengers carried in the case of some British electric 
tramways; it will be seen, for instance, that in the case of the 
Dover electric tramways, the passengers have more than trebled 
within the last three years. In this connection the figures as 
regards the City of Berlin, with a population of 1,810,000, may be 


of interest. 
(To be continued.) 
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THE PONTYPRIDD POWER STATION. 


WrpNESDAY, April 30th, was a notable day in the history of the 
large industrial district 6f which Pontypridd is the centre, for just 
below it (Cardiff-wards) Sir Frederick Bramwell laid the founda- 
tion stone of the first generating station constructed by the South 
Wales Electrical Power Distribution Company. He was accom- 
panied by Mr. H. Graham Harris, his partner (the firm are the engi- 
neers to the undertaking), and Mr. Hood, Llwynpia colleries, and 
other magnates of prominence were in evidence—notably the 
representatives of the County and other Councils (large and small) 
—many of which appear likely to figure as clients of the company. 
The place where the works are in progress impinges on an immense 
and unworked coal area, within easy distance of the great mining 
industries of Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire, and just 10 miles 
from Cardiff. Special arrangements had been made by Mr. Hill, 
the manager, for the visitors, and after the opening there was a 
luncheon. 

The South Wales Company have, besides the station at Ponty- 
pridd, other power stations in band at Neath (West Glamorgan), 
and Bridgend, and yet another at Pontypool—the heart of Mon- 
mouthshire. 

The alternators to be put down at Pontypridd by the company will 
generate electric energy at a pressure of 12,000 volts. Five 
Willans engines and Ganz generators of 3,000 н.р. each will be put 
down at the outset with 24 large Niclausse water-tube boilera. 
When completed the Pontypridd equipment, however, will contain 
25 engines and alternators of 3,000 н.р. and 120 boilers. The com- 
pany will commence to run their high-pressure (12,000-volt) mains 
early in the coming summer, and the firat area in which the mains 
will be laid will be the Rhondda Valley. A temporary plant 
will be running on the Pontypridd ground by the middle of 
June. Messrs. Holloway Brothers, of London, are the building 
contractors. 

Four or five hundred ladies and gentlemen were present at the 
laying of the foundation stone. Mr. Archibald Hood, who is chairman 
of the company, introduced Sir Frederick Bramwell to the assembly, 
and referred to the splendid past of their guest-in-chief in glowing 
terms, which the assembly enthusiastically punctuated, also Mr. 
Hood's allusions to the vast possibilities of electricity. 

Mr. Henry Holloway presented Sir Frederick with the trowel, 
which was suitably inscribed. 

Sir Frederick Bramwell then declared the stone well and truly 
laid, and delivered a terse and felicitous little speech, reserving 
himself, as he said, for a fuller deliverance under shelter. The 
company subsequently adjourned to the tuncheon marquee. 

Mr. Hood again presided, and after the repast proposed “ The 
King,” and a stanza of the National Anthem was sung. 

Tae Chairman then proposed the toast of the day, Prosperity to 
the trade of South Wales, and success to the new undertaking." He 
coupled with the toast the name of Sir Frederick Bramwell. 

Sir Frederick Bramwell, in responding, said that there was some 
sort of propriety in his being present on an occasion which related 
to the distribution of power from a central source. He had һесп 
apprenticed to John Haig, who was one of the first men who advised 
and carried out this process and provision. That power was by 
means of exhaustion of the air; the pressure was 10 108, on the 
вд. in., and it was very effective. Samuda, whose name was во 
much associated with the early development of the atmospheric 
railway, was an apprentice to the same preceptor. 
this matter of central distribution, might perhaps be found 
the cause for his being there at that celebration. Well, there 
had been & tendency for many years to do things, as it 
were, in a wholesale manner rather than in the retail—to 
get to the end at once rather than pass through the gradual 
stages. He described the wax candle days and the intricacies 
of candle lighting with much irony. The ‘ match” and a variety 
of other thiugs followed, enid Sir Frederick, and then came gas. 
But this was not light, only a potentiality, and people wanted light. 
Then came the electric light. When they gavea man a ton of coal they 
gave him the meansto produce power—not the power. That company 
proposed to supersede obsolete methods—to gfve their clients the 
means to utilise the power of electricity itself in the way most con- 
venient for general manufacture, in rotary form, not in reciprocating, 
though always easily converted into reciprocating when wauted. He 
referred with emphasis to a letter he had received from a dear and 
intimate friend of his in the United States, which had reference to 
the electric power supplied at Niagara Falls.. The distributing 
power there, according to this gentleman, was in the first house 
50,000 H.P., and was fully engaged. They had so many engage- 
ments coming on, that they were now providing 25,000 B. p. 
in a second house, and they were ordering 30,000 H.P. more, 
making 105,000. The promoters there were now crossing to the 
Canadian side of the Fall to establish a power house containing 
three 10,000-н.р. generators. The work had been actually accom- 
plished, though at the outset there was little to hearten the 
promoters, for the next nearest customer was Duffalo, 18 miles 
away. But the difficulties had been faced and overcome, and there 
had resulted an enormous demand for the power. Iu South Wales, too, 
at these works it was proposed to give the electric power in its best 
form. That meant the supply of electric energy for motive power 
іп the factories and on the tramway, the railway, and for electro- 
chemical work. The last mentioned was now coming to the 
front, so was electro-thermal energy coming into use. These 
provisions were not cumb.red with the old auxiliaries, which, 
with their smoke, defiled the charming valley around. There 
was completeness in the provision—the cables might be looked 
upon as a web. It was hard work to get an Act, and still more 


Here, in 


so to get customers to believe in the project, They desired profits. 


But in getting profits what was it they did? He viewed it as 
a most important work for the welfare of the kingdom — the 
saving of fuel. He could give them his own experience of the 
amount of fuel used in petty non-condensing en Fuel he 
regarded as sacred, as in fact the life-blood of the nation He 
could not contemplate the existence of our nation without ib, 
except as a desert island. He fervently trusted that God would 
bless the undertaking of the South Wales Company." 

Lieut.-General Sir Richard H. Sankey, K.C.B., R.E., proposed 
“The Engineers,” and Mr. H. Graham Harris having responded, 
the ceremony came to a close. 


CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS. 


CL—DARTFORD EXTENSIONS. 


SUMMABY. 


Extent of Contract.—Section A.—Supply, delivery and erection of 
one 300-Kw. steam dynamo, the n pipework and switch- 
board extension. Section B.—Supply, delivery and erection of one 


‘Lancashire boiler, feed pump, feed pipes, and extension to present 


fuel economiser. 

Type and Size of Boiler.— To be of Lancashire type, capable of 
easily evaporating 4,000 to 4,500 lbs. of water per hour, with 
average coal and cold feed. 

Working Pressure.—160 lbs. per sq. in. 

Mechanical Stoker.—One to be fitted of Messrs, Cass & Co.'s manu- 
facture, complete with hopper, furnace fittings, and driving gear. 

Feed Pump.—One to be supplied of vertical compound type, 
capable of easily supplying at moderate speed 2,000 gallons of water 
per hour against a boiler pressare of 160 lbs per sq. in. 

Fuel Economiser.—Bixteen additional 6-ft. patent tubea, to be 
fitted to the existing fuel economiser of Messrs. Carter & Son's 
make. 

Engine.—To be of the enclosed self-lubricating type, and to run 
at a speed not exceeding 350 revolutious per minute. 

Conditions of Working.—Eugine to be either compound or triple- 
expansion, to work with 150 lbs. steam, at present non-condensing, 
but provision to be made for satisfactory working at a later period 
if necessary, condensing. 

Range оў Governing. Variation between full and no load not to 
exceed 2 percent. Momentary variation, when full load is sud- 
denly removed, not to exceed 7 per cent. Governor to be 
adjustable by hand whilst running. 

Dynamo.—To be compound wound, with provision for cutting 
out series coils, to give as full load 300 Kw. at 500 to 550 volte. 
hii used as a shunt machine to develop full load at 460 to 500 
volts. 

Temperature Rise.—Not to exceed 70° Е. above surrounding 
atmosphere after 12 hours’ fall load ran. 

Specified Overload of Set.—10 per cent. above normal full load for 
periods of one hour working non-condensiog. 

Guarantees.— Guarantees as ts steam consumption, efficiency, &c., 
to be given in tender. 

Extensions to Switchboard.—Supply and fixing of specified instru- 
ments to spare panels of existing switchboard. 

Cable Connections,— The necessary connections between dynamo 
and switchboard to be provided as specified. 

Specified Date of Completion.—To be stated in tender. 

Penalty for Late Completion.— Oae per cent. per week of contract 
price for either section for first four weeks, then 2 per cent. for 
further weeks. 

Period of Maintenance. —Twelve months from date of completion. 

Terms of Payment.—80 per cent. of value of work delivered 
as work proceeds, up to 90 per cent. on completion, 10 per cent. at 
end of period of maintenance. 

Amount of Surety demanded.—20 per cent. of contract sum. 

Stipulations as to Removal of F'oreman.—Satisfactory. 

Stipulations as to Wages to be Paid to Workmen.—Rates acoepted 
as current in the Council's district to be paid. 

Arbitration Proposals.—Satisfactory. 

Date for Receipt of Tenders.— May 10tb, 1902. 


This specification has been prepared by Mr. A. J. C. Waterland, 
the resident engineer to the Council of Dartford. The wording is 
very open and permits the tenderer to make offera of his own type 
of plant. It will be noticed that either compound or triple-ex- 
pansion engines may be proposed, aud that provision is to be made 
for working condensing later. 

Sufficient fly-wheel power is also to be provided to permit of the 
set being used for traction work if required. 

In the general conditioas the arbitration clause is satisfactory as 
drafted in Clause 34, this being taken to override the wording 
of Clause 5, where it is stated that as regards meaning of specitica- 
tions, accuracy of plan, &c., the decision of the engineer shall be 
final. 

The penalty for late completion is stated to be 1 per cent. per 
week for the first four weeks late, and 2 per cent. for any further 
delay. 

In view of the “model” conditions recently proposed by the 
Council of the Institution of Electrical Enginecrs, we suggest that 
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exception be taken by tenderers to any inctease on the amount of 
1 per cent. per week. 

Similarly, a reduction in the amount of surety required from 20 
per cent. to 10 per cent. of the contract price should be asked for. 

It is probable that the intention of the clause referring to wages 
to be paid to workmen simply means that all work done on eite 
shall be paid for at current local rates, and that similarly work done 
at manufacturer's works shall be paid for at rates in accordance with 
- those local conditions. This is acceptable, but as phrased it may be 
read to mean that no rates lower than those prevalent in Dartford 
should be paid for any of the work connected with the contract, & 
stipulation which might prove very inconvenient and irritating. 


OPENING OF THE CARDIFF ELECTRIC 
TRAMWAYS. 


By a happy coincidence, the very week in which the South Wales 
Electric Power Distribution Company laid the cornerstone of their 
great enterprise near Pontypridd—nay, the very next day, “ Мау 
Day," witnessed the virtual completion of the greater part of the 
electric tramways in the Welsh commercial capital of Cardiff, and 
the running of the first dozen electric cars there for ordinary traffic 
purposes. Nearly & dozen miles of track were traversed in about 
two hours and a half (with halting for ceremonial functions) by 
the Mayor of Cardiff (Councillor F. J. Bevan), Corporation members, 
and 300 to 400 invited guests. 

The work has been carried out under the capable supervision of 
Mr. W. Harpur, the Cardiff borough engineer,and Mr. Ellis, the 
electrical engineer for the Municipality, and their joint labours have 
been generously appreciated and fostered by the Cardiff Corpora- 
tion Committee, over which Mr. T. Andrews has presided. By 
the time the whole scheme has received its finishing touches, it will 
have meant an outlay of at least half a million of money. Up to 
the Thursday, £380,000 had been spent in covering the arteries of 
Cardiff trade, and the adjoining residential points—Carton, Roath, 
the Docks and Grangetown. f 

In another three or four years it is fully anticipated tbat Cardiff 
will have above 20 miles of electric tramlines—outreaching to the 
more distant appendages of Penarth, Whitchurch and Cardiff—and 
helping to give prestige to that greater Cardiff which is so rapidly 
being built up. The electric power station is situated at the end of 
the Roath section (Cardiff West End). There are four 500-H.r. 
Musgrave engines with Westinghouse generators, and others of 
1,600 Ер. are on order. Over 100 cars are provided by the scheme, 
each costing between £546 and £650. There is no reduction on the 
old (private company) fares; experience has shown than non- 
residents have in former times been the chief car patrons, and 
with so much civic work on hand and in perspective it is nut 
thought that Cardiff could afford, under the circumstances, to dis- 
pense with so large a source of revenue as the difference between 
the “regulation fare and a reduced figure. 

The electrical engineer was precluded from joining in the whole 
of the opening ceremonies owing to prostration, brought on, it is to be 
feared, by excessive application to his duties. Deep and general 
sympathy was expressed with Mr. Ellis, who, happily, has an excel- 
lent and devoted deputy in Mr. C. E. Davies. 

At the start of the inaugural run along the new tracks the Mayor 
was presented by the deputy electrical engineer with a controlling 
handle of silverplate and ebony (suitably inscribed) to drive 
car No.1. At the power station his Worship also started the 
engines and turned on the current at the switchboard. 

In the afternoon the Mayor presided over a civic luncheon at the 
Cardiff Town Hall. 

“The King" was afterwards proposed from the chair, and The 
Mayor and Corporation of Cardiff was submitted by Mr. Ul. Wood. 

In responding, the Mayor expressed the most absolute confidence 
in the prospective success of their electric tramways at Cardiff, and 
as an eloquent proof of the reasonnbleness of his assumption, he 
cited the striking fact that, whereas in the year 1390 the old tram- 
way owners carried at Cardiff 9,537,553 passengers, in 1901 they 
carried an additional 5,478,164. If so much could be done under 
the former régime, the Corporation could surely keep up the ratio of 
increase. 

Alderman Dd. Tynes proposed “ Тһе Tramways Committee.” 
He remarked that the track had been well laid under the super- 
vision of the Public Works Committee over which Alderman Sorra- 
dale so well presided, and that gentleman and Mr. Harpur dererved 
their truest congratulations. 

Mr. Andrews, chairman of the Tramways Committee, in respond- 
ing, said that he believed that ere long the Council would be making 
over £10,000 a year profit from their electric tramcar revenue. He 
tiusted that the contractors for the supply of cars would soon have 
the non-arrivals delivered, and so save the Corporation loss of 
revenue. 

The “Health of the borough engineer (Mr. Harpur) and the 
borough electrical engineer (Mr. Ellis)“ was then submit:ed by Mr. 
Andrews, who pointed out that Mr. Harpur had kept his promise, 
despite the incredulity of the unbelieving, and laid the tramway 
track down in six months, and he held that the Corporation would 
do well to give Mr. Harpur, who had rendered Cardiff faithful and 
efficient and energetic service for 25 years, а substantial token of 
their appreciation, and that Mr. Ellis, who though only 30 years 
old, had done the work of three men, and whose ability was so 


marked, should be urged to rest and recruit. He also spoke highly 
of Mr. Davies, Mr. Ellis’s capable deputy. 

Mr. Harpur, in responding, took a brief retrospect of the history of 
the local electric tramway scheme, whose general inception he dated 
back to November, 1896, though the Corporation did not make up 
its mind actually to commence the work till 18 months ago. 
Since then the amount of work which had been accomplished 
would bear comparison with that done in any other town in the 
country, or with the American work, wbile as to the quality, their 
"American cousins were left far behind." The tramway laying 
commenced on December 18th, 1900, and the first rail was laid by 
the ex-Mayor (Mr. Andrews) on the first day of the new century. 
The lines of the Cardiff Tramway Company were purchased on 
January 3lst, 1901, and the work of reconstruction commenced 
immediately the last car of the company had run. He had reedemed 
his pledge as to the reconstruction of the lines, and had been greatly 
helped by the forbearance of frontagers, &c., along the lines of route, 
who saw that the less harrass the more expedition, and the quicker 
easement for the rates. He warmly eulogised this display of public 
good sense and spirit, and after touching briefly on the vast multi- 
plicity of detail work involved in the scheme (but not visible to the 
general vision), he concluded with a kindly tribute to Mr. Ellis and 
Chief Inspector Lock. 

Mr. C. E. Davies replied on behalf of Mr. Ellis, the borough 
electrical engineer. | 

Mr. J. W. Courtis proposed “ Тһе Contractors,” and associated 
with the toast the names of Mr. Musgrave, of Musgrave & Co., 
Bolton, who erected the engines; Mr. Armstrong, of Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr & Co., who supplied the cars; and Mr. W. Symonds, who 
built the power station. Musgrave’s firm was known all over the 
world (said Mr. Courtis), and their massive engines went like 
clocks, and Messrs. Dick, Kerr' cars were admirably finished 
utilities; he expressed high satisfaction, too, with the work done 
all round by the rest of the contractors. The British Westinghouse 
Company had supplied generators which had given every satis- 
faction ; and Messrs. Ferranti's switchboards were splendid looking. 
As for the car station built by one of their eminent local contractors, 
Messrs. Williams & Co., it would prove a Cardiff landmark. Inci- 
dentally, Mr. Courtis commended to the consideration of those 
interested the remark made by the chairman of the Dondon United 
Tramways, that during the three months the electric tramways had 
been running, a larger revenue had been earned thau was got from 
the horse cars for 12 months. : 

Mr. Musgrave, in responding, said that they need not in this 
country fear competition with American “soaring” eagleism— 
England was learning the strength of its own capabilities. “ Тһе 
first dividend in six years” was the substance of a notification which 
his firm had had after starting an installation for a London cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Armstrong said that he considered that Cardiff had one of 
the best clectric tramcar services in the kingdom. 

Mr. Symonds also replied, and the Mayor's health having been 
toasted, and that of the President of the Cardiff Chamber of 
Commerce (Mr, Davey), both gentlemen acknowledged the 
compliment. 


` 


ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 
LIMITED, WOLVERHAMPTON. 


х= — — — А 


IN connection with the Art and Industrial Exhibition now being 
held in Wolverhampton, a general invitation i8 extended to visitors 
interested in electrical matters to visit the works of the above 
company at Bushbury, and on Friday in last week a gathering of a 
more special nature took place upon the premises, the company 
comprising а number of gentlemen representing the technical and 
newspaper press. The visitors were cordially received by one of 
the directors of the company, Mr. J. Irving Courtenay ; Mr. James 
Gray, managing director; Messrs. G. 8. Moore and W. Bullock, 
joint managers; and Messrs. Buchanan and Boyden, chief engineers. 
A luncheon was served in the oflices, after which Mr. Courtenay 
extended to the visitors a hearty welcome, and expressed his regret 
at the absence of Sir Daniel Cooper, the chairman of the company. 
Mr. Courtenay then went on to say that the Electric Constructioa 
Company had what һе thought might fairly be termed а very credit- 
able exhibit at the Exhibition, but as sometimes they were asked 
whether the company was in a position to turn outthe large work now 
demanded, it was thought that ocular demonstration would be the 
most convincing proof of the company's abifity to build the 
very largest electrical plant required anywhere. New shops had 
been recently finished and equipped after long delay, owing to the 
difficulty in getting delivery of the superb and up-to-date inachine 
tools which were now to be scen in them. The Electric Construc- 
tion Company does not, Mr. Courtenay said, manufacture electrical 
accessories, such as meters, small switchwork, &c., but lays itself 
out for all kinds and sizes of electrical machinery. The company 
is not engaged only on continuous current machines or traction 
machinery, but is manufacturing the latest and most efticient 
machines for dealing with the newest problems, both continuous 
and polyphase current, whether motors or generators, and thus the 
breadth of the company's experience is perhaps greater than that of 
any other British firm, especially in the desigu and manufacture of 
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such machines as continuous and poly phase motors, generators, rotary 
converters and transformers for heavy current or high voltage, 
boosters either for battery or line working, pressure raisers or 
pressure reducers of the rotary or stationary type. In short, 
there is no size of machine yet in use, or likely to be 
in use, that the new plant is not equal to tackling, and the 
compauy have a staff that has experience in handling large contracts 
in their entirety and controlling them right throughout. In these 
days, added Mr. Courtenay, when foreign competition is upon us in 
fall swing, it behoves those whose duty it is to face and overcome 
this competition to be on the alert, and the directors of the Electric 
Constraction Company have spared neither money nor endeavour to 
render their workshops, by these important additions, capable of 
executing well and speedily whatever may be required of them, and 
he felt sure that they would be able to hold their own against all 
comers. 

The visitors were afterwards conducted through the works, the 
various departments being explained by the chiefs thereof. The 
works were erected in 1892, when, it is said, they were the 


only ones in the country for which it could be claimed that they 


were designed and built throughout for the purpose of electrical 
machinery construction. The area of the site on which they stand 
extends to about 25 acres, of which one-fourth is covered by 
buildings. Electrical generating plant and accessories are con- 
structed throughout from the raw material, even the necessary 
castings being made by the company on the spot. During the 
last 12 months a large machine shop, specially designed and 
aid out for handling large electrical generating units, has been 
added. This shop contains some of the largest and most up-to-date 
machine tools ever made—notably a boring mill, capable of dealing 
with a piece of machinery 32 ft. in diameter, and another 20 ft. in 
diameter ; a planing tool, capable of dealing with a bed-plate or 
similar piece 18 ft. by 12 ft.; and a radial drill for boring rings up to 
20 ft. diameter from the floor level. The large pieces of machinery 
dealt with in this shop are handled by means of two electrical 
cranes, 80 ft. span, having a combined capacity of about 60 tons. A 
considerable portion of the floor space in this shop is occupied by a 
massive face plate, on which are found a number of portable tools, 
automatic and otherwise, which greatly facilitate the performance of 
certain classes of work and materially minimise the cost of pro- 
duction. Every description of electrical machinery for railway, 
lighting and motive power, is manufactured at the works, 
which are, of course, driven electrically throughout, and a 
special feature is that one part is driven by continuous current, and 
another part by three- phate current. This is done to illustrate the 
special featares of both systems. One kind of current is also turned 
into the other, kind by means of a rotary converter, and both work 
in unison by this means. The factory employs 1,000 hands, and 
during the visit on Friday some very fine samples of work were 
inspected, including machines for the War Office and for a large 
number of home corporations for tramway undertakings, and for 
numerous concerns abroad. 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
By А. C. ERORALL. 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


(Continued from page 700.) 

A DEDUCTION Њаё follows naturally from what has just been said is 
that, for a given frequency a high engine speed is very favourable 
to good parallel running, for the number of pole-pairs decreases, 
thus permitting a greater cyclic irregularity (lighter magnet wheels) 
for the same value of phase displacement; on the other hand, the 
turning moment of English high-speed engines of the three-crank 
class is usually so good that it often happens that the fly-wheel 
effect of the dynamo-maker’s standard magnet wheel is sufficient to 
give a smaller cyclic irregularity thanlwould be permissible, without 
the provision of any additional fly-wheel effect at all. High speed 
is exceptionally favourable for the operation of polyphase generators 
of all types, and (without exception) for all classes of work; quite 
apart from considerations of parallel running, such generators 
become electrically better. Both the efficiency and regulation are 
better at high speeds, and, generally speaking, & better macbine all 
round results, which can be sold at a lower price than the corre- 
sponding slow-speed machine. When these facts become better 
known in this country, it will be of interest to see whether the 
high-speed engine builders will study the question of large engine 
units, which are a feature of modern polyphase working, and 
develop very large high-speed engines, which will compete with 
the present slow-speed types on the question of steam economy— 
about the only point at which they are at a disadvantage. The 
author ventures to think that the use of highly superheated steam 
could do much in this direction, for the construction of high-speed 
engines should be favourable to this; as tothe limit of speed, as far 
as the generator is concerned, a speed of 150—200 revolutions per 
minute for a 4, 000-Kw. machine (or more than double that of the 
corresponding slow-speed combination) would present no disadvan- 
tages from the constructional or operating points of view. 

Another point in connection with the parallel running of poly- 
phase generators, which arises from what has been said above on the 
subject of phase displacement, is that of the armature reaction of 


the generators. Clearly this must not be too high, as otherwise the 
generators will, on the one hand, lack sufficient synchronising power, 
which it is necessary for them to have, in order that they may 
operate in parallel with stability, while, on the other hand, the 
pressure drop on inductive loads would be excessive. But as the 
armature reaction of a polyphase generator is always evaluated 
from the pressure drop point of view, this being indeed one of the 
starting points of the design, all modern generators have a syn- 
chronising power far in excess of that necessary to ensure stable 
parallel running. Oa the other hand, this must not be pushed too 
far, that is to say, the pressure drop must not be too small, as if it 
is, the parallel 5 of the generators is again likely to be 
unstable and would be, in any case, accompanied by large syn- 
chronising currents. The only remedy for this will be to insert 
choking coils in the generator circuits, or to reduoe still further 
the cyclic irregularity of the engines, or to carry out both these 
things. 

Large slow speed polyphase generators should have a full load 
pressure drop at constant speed and excitation of 5—6 per cent. on 
a non-inductive load; and 16—18 per cent. on an inductive load of 
80 per cent. power factor; better regulation than this is unnecessary 
and undesirable, if the generators have to operate in parallel. 

In the remarks made above on the parallel ruoning of generators, 
it must be, of course, understood that only one side of the question 
has been dealt with, and in an elementary manner, namely, that 
part bearing upon the design of the generator, and the amount 
of the cyclic irregularity and fly-wheel effect. Naturally other 
pointe have to be carefully kept in view, of which the principal 
is the design of the engine governor, for upon this depends the 
proper division of the load between the generators, and the 
tendency to maintain hunting, and sometimes, the tendency to set 
it up. Such points as these are, however, outside the scope of the 
present paper. 

. In practice large polyphase generators driven from slow-speed 
engines u:ually work witha cyclic irregularity® of about 1 in 300 
for 50 cycle plants, and 1 in 200 for 25 cycle plants. In accordance 
with what has been said above, it is clear that from the parallel 
running point of view, the 25 cycle plants will be operating rela- 
tively under the better conditions, when these values of cyclic 
irregularity are taken, and when the comparison is made on the 
same basis of speed. The reason for this 18, that the load on 25 
cycle generators invariably consiste of rotary converters, which is 
a load very sensitive to variations in the turning moment of the 
prime mover. Fifty cycle generators are only employed for light- 
ing and power work, or for the operation of sub-stations containing 
uiotor generators; when these latter are synchronous, they are 
also sensitive to variations in the turning moment, but as they are 
not in the balanced condition of rotary converters with regard to 
the load on the two sides, and for other reasons, they are not so 
liable to hunt as the latter class of machine. So that whereas a 

hase displacement of about 2° per generator is the most that can 
be permitted for rotary converter work, 3° per generator is quite 
permissible for the class of work for which 50 cycle generators are 
usually designed, which amounts of phase displacement correspond 
to certain definite values of cyclic irregularity, which can be readily 
calculated. 

The object of the large fly-wheel effects arranged for in the 
rotating magnet wheels is then to keep the cyclic irregularity 
within the permissible limite, and as one of the effects of damping 
currents is to tend to diminish the cyclic irregularity, it is evident 
that the fly-wheel effect arranged for in the magnet wheel may be 
smaller if damping currents are permitted. Thus the point to be 
settled is, shall the cyclic irregularity be limited to the permis- 
sible amount by means of the fly-whecl effect of the et wheel 
alone, or shall a lighter magnet wheel be employed, and damping 
currents be arranged for? In the former case, laminated pole shoes 
can be used, while in the latter case if solid pole shoes are not used 
(and sometimes when they are) special dampers must be arranged 
for, as described hereafter. 

Such a point as this must be settled in accordance with the views 
and experience of the individual constractor, knowing both the 
engine and the generator in question, but nevertheless there are 
certain definite features to be kept in mind. If the effecta of 
damping currents are made use of, it is clear that additional losses 
occur in the generator—the amount by which the generator effi- 
ciency is lowered will depend upon the extent of the part played 
by the damping currents in assisting parallel running. On the other 
hand, 80 long as the evenness in the turning moment does not suffer 
(that is, as long as the cyclic irregularity does not increase) the 
lighter the magnet wheel the better, for the generator will be easier 
to synchronise, the engine will be more under the control of the 
governor (lessening the tendency to hunt), and the design of the 
generator itself will be more favourable, as already seen. Again, if 
damping currents can be called into being either in the pole faces 
or in special dampers, they may be very useful when synchronising 
very large generators, as they will correct for slight phase 
differences, and they will certainly be useful should hunting be set 
up from the governors, as this will be checked before it assumes 
dangerous proportions. 


* This term, which is not a particularly suitable one, means the 
Maximum velocity —Minimum velocity 

Average velocity 
during one revolution; the actual amount varies within narrow 
limits according to the load on the engine, and the maximum 
value over the working range of output of the engine must there- 


fore be understood when a figure is put forward for the cyclic 
irregularity. 


ratio 
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The point cannot be settled without reference to the frequency ; 
as shown above, the lower this is, the greater can be tbe permissible 
value of cyclic irregularity, 3 much smaller fly-wheel effect being 
necessary for the case of a 25-cycle generator than for that of a 50- 
cycle machine. In the author's opinion, and looking at the ques- 
tion simply from the point of view of the parallel running of the 
plants under normal conditions of operation, 25-cycle steam gene- 
rators of Jarve size will not require damping as a rule; the pole 
shoes can be laminated, and the necessary even turning (cyclic 
irregularity not exceeding ,) can be best attained by the provision 
of a suitable fly-whecl effect in the magnet wheel. On the other 
band, for similar 50-cycle &eneratore, having laminated pole shoes, 
and operating with a cyclic irregularity not exceeding +}, the fiy- 
wheel effect can generally be supplemented by damping with great 
advantage. This is partly on account of the service it renders in 
assisting parallel running, and partly on account of the other advan- 
tages (mentioned above) which are of particular service in the case 
of 50-cycle generators of very large size. | 

When camping effects are desired in connection with generators 
having laminated pole shoes, one of the following special arrange- 
ments has to be provided. Either the pole shoes must be pierced 


with a number of holes for the reception of copper bars, which are- 


short circuited at the ends by means of copper strips passing tight 
round the magnet wheel, or else the top cheeks of the field bobbins 
must be made of copper, or gun metal, considerably thickened up 
at the pole horns, aud then cxtended and joined, so as to form 
bridges of high conductivity round the poles, and between the 
poles. The former method, which really consists in superposing 
a regular squirrel cage winding on the pole shoes, was the original 
one, and is, according €o some authorities, far preferable to the 
latter; such damping coil: arc shown in fig. 2, and as can be 
readily imagined, a considerable expenditure in copper and labour 
is required. On account of this, the merits of this arrangement 
must certainly be considered in conjunction with its cost. Apart 
from the consideration mentioned below, the author prefers the 
second method, considering that the metal is wnnted between tbe 
poles, and especially all along the pole horns parallel to the shaft. 
For, as stated previously, the displacement of the magnet wheels 
(due to the cyclic irregularity), which is superimposed upon the 
rotation, causes a distortion of the flux in the air gap, shifting this 
towards the pole-horns, and even into the gap between adjacent 
pole-horns. On the face of it, i& would thus appear that the best 
place to put the dampers in would be in these positions, where the 
induced currente in them tend to prevent the shifting of the flux 
and the changes in velocity. At any rate, experience shows tbat 
this arrangement is very effective, and it can be carried out without 
difficulty at a relatively moderate cost, because all that is necessary 
is to thicken up the gun-metal upper cheeks of the field coil 
bobbins, and to extend these cheeks between the poles until they 
meet, connecting them together at this point, or the bobbins may 
be left alone, and the pole-shoes bridged across by suitable gun- 
metal wedges. 

But in one respect this arrangement is much inferior to thc first 
one described, in which the dampers consist of a squirrel cage 
winding. In the latter case, should the field excitation cease (due 
to an accident, for instance) a breakdown of the plant will be pre- 
vented, for the machine will operate as an asynchronous generator 
or motor, as the case may be. Steam could be shut off from the 
engine, and with the armature still connected to the bus bara, 
the machine would run as an asynchronous motor, driving itself 
and the engine against the friction losses of the combination. 
Such an induction motor action would not be sufficiently powerful 
in the case of the second method, and so for those cases where it is 
desired to eliminate risk of breakdown due to failure of the excita- 
tion, the first arrangement suitably carried out would be employed. 
The dimensions of the bars and short-circuiting rings forming the 
squirrel cage would be so fixed that the induction motor formed 
by it, and the armature supplied with current from the bus bars, 
would be sufficiently powerful to operate the combination at no 
load, as above described. For instance, referring to the design 
shown in fig. 2, this generator, without excitation, would operate 
as an induction motor, developing 400—500 н.р. for as long a 
time as might be desired; the only way in which the other 
generating units connected to the bus bars would be affected would 
be that they would have to furnish the load current formerly pro- 


vided by the defective generat т, and (supposing steam to be shut 


off from the defective plant) the current taken by the latter in 


order to run it as ad asynchronous motor doing work against the 


friction of the engine, &c. This current would, of course, be more 
than that corresponding to the value of horse-power given above, 
for it would have а large lagging component. Should the defective 
plant remain under steam, however, it would probably speed up a 


little, and might even, under certain circumstances, be made to 


generate current—that is, to take up a portion of the load. Ina 
large power station sfich a safeguard against total breakdown as 
this is well worth serious consideration, and thus it might quite 
well happen that the employment of a squirrel cage damping 
winding on the generators would have much to recommend it in 
certain classes of work, quite apart from the effects of this winding 
on the parallel running of the generators under normal conditions 
of operation. So that, for instance, with a 25-cycle plant, іа which 
the even turning of the generators was assured on account of correct 
engine design in combination with sufficient fly-wheel effect in the 


magnet wheels, it would simply become a question of whether the 


additional safeguard against total breakdown of the whole station 
from the cause in question would be worth the additional cost of 
the elaborate damping arrangement. Such a point as this can only 
be settled according to circumstances, and the ideas of the engineer 
laying out the power station. 

(То be continued.) 


THE OUTSIDE LABOUR QUESTION. 
By JAMES WHITCHER. 


(Concluded from page 636.) 


It need scarcely be said that the moral character of the 
outside worker, is a matter of deepest importance to his 
employer, if not to himself. Seeing the inevitable lack of 
disciplinary influences other than his conscience, it is emi- 
nently desirable that it should be of distinctly higher grade 
than the normal. Unfortunately, it is usually quite the 
other way with some trades, which we need not specify in 
particular. Indeed, it behoves employers, being of vital 
consequence to their credit and profit, to present a stern, 
unbending front to the many forms of dishonesty that exist 
to vex them in their outside workers. False timekeeping, 
as we have seen, is one; drunkenness is another; tool and 
material thefts another ; and so on. Punishment, sure, sharp 
and severe, is the only just course open to pursue against 
them. Mercy is quite out of place, and even immoral, here, 
for the demands of mercy are already too well served by the 
extreme difficulties of getting a practical grip of the crime. 
As regards thefts, there are many inveterate tool thieves 
among the ranks of outside workers; and with well-nigh 
absolute impunity, they levy persistently on either their 
master’s stores or their fellow workers boxes or ‘bags. 
Nothing ів safe from them ; and on quick-chapging jobs they 
can do very well by their thieving. In simple justice to 
their honest men, and as responsible for introducing. the 
thieves among them, employers ought to keep sharp watch 
for these propensities, rewarding their detection, and seeing 
to it that the offender meets his due. | | 

As for the drunkard, it is the duty of every man, employer 
or employed, to pile up discouragements for him. There is 
а foolish fashion abroad among employers of condoning and 
apologising for fits of drunkenness in their workers. Errors 
and escapades arising from it are overlooked and pardoned, 
which would be seriously condemned if done in the odour 
of temperance. It cloaks a multitude of sins in a worker, 
practically securing for the intemperate a latitude of disci- 
pline in which the temperate could not indulge with im- 
punity. This is an altogether wrong and illogical state of 
things, of course; but there it is; a lamentable confession of 
the weakness and impotence of employers in the governing 
of irresponsible men. How often is the remark passed that 
a man is none the worse worker for being a slave to intem- 
perate habits! A statement which has not the slightes basis 
in fact, as can be easily and definitely proved by keeping 
proper records of performance. The bald fact is, a man 
must be clever above the ordinary if in his responsible 
moments he has to compensate for а proportion of irrespon- 
sible ones, and tlie after effects of them. Practically a man’s 
working value is depreciated by 2d. or 3d. an hour, for out- 
side work in particular, by a proneness to intemperance ; and 
it would be well if employers awoke generally to this grim 
reality and acted upon it.- No amount of sophistry like the 
above can disguise the tremendous disability the habitual 
and occasional drunkard labours uader in competition with 
his temperate colleague. It is a perpetual menace to the 
character of his work; and no real confidence can be 
reposed in him. | 

[n dealing with this failing, if it cannot be entirely elimi- 
nated from among one's employés, it should still be a rigid 
rule that it carriesa heavy fine in wages. It ought also to 
be an absolute bar to responsible positions, or even to working 
alone without effective supervision. Circumstances may 
tempt departure from these rules sometimes ; but if success- 
fully, repentance is like to follow. By boldly and con- 
sistently declaring for a reduction of wages as a penalty for 
drunkenness in their workers, employers, as a body, could 
make themselves a very potent agency for its suppression, 
and the benefit will be greatly theirs, as undoubtedly they 
have to pay the piper for it, under the present tolerant way 
of regarding it. 

Reverting to the wages question, it is only common sense 
to make the rate paid such as will attract competent men to 
the trade. To set it so low that only the wastrels and debris of 
other trades are drawn on, is very false economy. Pay for 
good men, but see that you get good men, and keep them up 


* 
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_ to their work. At the same time, grade your men according 


to the breadth and height of their skill, with pay to corre- 
spond, endeavouring always to suit the grade of man to 
the grade of work. Don’t spoil good men by keeping 
them on indifferent work, when better is available, or by 
leaving them on the same rate of wages as the common 
ruck of your hands. Differentiate in unmistakeable manner. 
There are many halfpennies per hour difference between the 
real money valuc of men,although trade union rates strive to 
disguise the fact. The good honest worker earns money for 
the bad and unworthy. Mitigate this injustice as far as 
possible by the direct means of wages; don’t expect to com- 
pensate it by more shadowy benefits. The casual or new 
hand ought not to be admitted at once to full rates; insist 
on a term of probation, agreeing, in a case of urgency, to 
make the rise retrospective, if conceded on trial. Snub the 
man who talks big: snub him generously. He does it 
because he thinks it pays, and hopes it will hide his defici- 
encies. Prove to him it does not; penalise him a halfpenny 
or two an hour, and don’t tolerate him unless he is par- 
ticularly cheap at his price. Let him understand this, and 
never take him seriously when he reiterates his demands for 
arise. Не is, at best, a nuisance and a snare, liable to take 
you unawares at some unguarded moment, and get entrusted 
with work beyond his real capacity. 

Pay for honesty and uprightness of character in your 
workers. Pay for it handsomely, for it is getting rare. We 
have seen plenty of reasons why it should have a real and 


substantial value in the outside workman. A man may not 


be brilliant, even he may be comparatively stupid, yet the 
possession of that rare essence, a conscience, will lift bim a 
long way up the scale of value to you. It is a huge relief, 
in these days, to be able to trust a man to keep honest time 
and fill it honestly. Playing policeman is detestable work, 
but it is а rôle forced upon employers by a great bulk of the 
working classes, whose dominant motives, when laid bare, are 
seen to carry a very striking resemblance to the motives of 
criminal classes. | | | 

The question of out-money is a very important one in 
connection with outside labour. It is a heavy tax on 
employers who have to contract widely abroad for work. 
Yet, at the eame time, it is undoubtedly a legitimate tax. 
The worker away from bome is аб a certain extra expense, 
which should be made up to him, although it may be argued, 
in some cases, that it is an inevitable condition of the trade 
he engages in, and, therefore, should not meet with special 
treatment. Furthermore, it may be said, that if the master 
did not procure the trade abroad for him, it would be 
necessary for the workman to go abroad for it bimself. 
It is & matter of equity, but, at the same time, and 
for the same reason, the amount paid should be the 
workman's net extra expense, and no more. Usually a man 
is able to get himself lodged and boarded, and all found, for 
148, per week, which, we find, is a very usual rate. His 
board at his fixed home would probably co.t him 5s., which 
leaves 9s, as the net extra expense, i. e., ls. 3d. per day. 
Single men with no fixed home, may not incur so much or 
any extra expense; they might justly be pnt on half the rate. 
Highly skilled men, such as erectors, leading hands, and 
foremen shonld naturally have more, ranging from 1s. Gd. 
to 2s. 6d. per duy ; 25 per cent. of the wages represents the 
average out-money tax, reckoned on a fairly generous scale. 

Next as regards travelling time and money, it is well to 
have fixed rules governing the allowances for these. The 
time allowed should be the net railway time, plus, say, one 
hour each end for preparations. The expenses may be the 
net fares, plus, say, 1s. each end and changing point for 
luggage charges. These figures appear fair and proper 
limits from both sides of the question. The added allowances 
of time and expenses only to apply in the case of prolonged 
absence requiring full equipments of personal luggage and 
tools. On a long journey a man may be pnt to other 
expenses ; but he should take into consideration that he is 
being paid for a lot of unproductive time. 

Speaking of tools, it is highly desirable that all outside 
workers should provide themselves with full equipments of 
the necessary hand tools belonging to their trade. In some 
trades it is an understood thing, and no reputable member 
of them will be without good tools kept in fine order. In 
others there is a tendency to lean on the employer for these 


necessaries ; and in such we invariably find great tool wastes 
and losses, апа much loss of time and bad work for want of 
them. It is the barest wisdom in an employer to insist that 
each of his men shall keep a full equipment of hand tools, 
and have them ready to hand on a job and in proper order. 
Any man found deficient should either be suspended or sup- 
plied with tools at the expense of his wages. No borrowing 
from each other should be countenanced, as it is unfair to 
the careful provident workman, who can scarcely refuse 
when asked, and it means much waste of time. Arrange- 
ments should likewise be made by which each apprentice is 
provided as early as possible in his career with a sufficient 
kit of tools. 

As regards the heavier tools, which the employer has 
necessarily to find, it is wise to enforce a responsibility for 
their custody and good treatment upon all workers using 


them. Such plant is very apt to go astray, or be allowed to 


take саге of itself, and it is not always convenient to have 
someone in special charge of it. "Therefore it is policy to 
visit neglect with severity on all-concerned. The same 
applies to the preservation and proper usage of materials. 
Yet with all precautions good storekeeping is still an indis- 
pensable factor of a business conducted on sound lines. ‘The 
storekeeper is too often a despised unit, and his work held iu 
indifference ; yet his.position is one of much difficulty, and 
if he fill it well his wage is truly earncd, in spite of appear- 
ances arguing that he has nothing to do for it. 

The apprentice question is another that is full of per- 
plexities. There is à very mean tendency, even among fair- 
minded workmen, to deny employers any benefit or profit 
from the employment of them. On outside work especially 
this antagonism can be freely and effectively indulged їп; 
so that apprentices are encouraged in idleness, or even have 
it enforced upon them. The habits thus acquired stick to 
them, and that is largely why there is so much just ground 


for complaint against the regular outside worker. And, 


helped by the brevity of apprenticeships now in vogue, it 
destroys the youth's chance of really learning his trade, and 
the“ skilled" workman, when he thinks himself © finished," 
is in sober truth little better than a labourer. There is no 
honesty in this antagonism, and it ought not to exist. The 
men who act up to it may even be parents themselves, and 
surely it is some consideration to them to get their sons the 
opportunity of learning trades, and of learning them well. 
It is of substantial value this schooling for a life's work, 
but a youth is well able to pay for it by bis own efforts if 
allowed and assisted to work his best. If this is not to be, 
it is hardly to be expected that an employer will experiment 
with youths, when the work they do is made to cost as much 
as though done by men. He must withdraw the opportunity 
to learn, or else inflict heavy premiums. 

The premium system is far from satisfactory, for several 
reasons. It excludes good raw material; it gives boys of 
some natures an inflated idea of their relations to their 
masters, and it appears to give them a prescriptive right to 
be taught, whereas the actual consideration in practice is the 
opportunity to learn—a very different thing. On the other 
hand, it is of some usefulness in preserving the apprenticeship 
in the earlier stages, but in the later stages when its binding 
powers would be more valuable in the interests of the 


. employer, they have ceased to exist. A better system, with 
the object of guarding against the breaking of apprentice- 
ship, would be a returnable premium, paid back only in case 


of completion of the full term, and satisfactory conduct and 
work throughout the term. Or better still, perhaps, a 
system of deferred pay, paid over at the end of term on the 
same conditions. 

There are some trades—electric wiring for instance—in 
which a veneer of skillis quickly obtained. And as, in the 
busy seagon, there are always improvident employers in 
desperate hurry with belated jobs, chances come often to 
the learners of stepping unquestioned into the responsibilities 
of fully skilled hands. Of course, they never go back to 
their schooling again ; that must come in the day’s work 
thereafter. Thus is lowered the average standard of skill, 
until it is а puzzle at times to find out where the skill 
comes іп at all. This applies in the higher ranksas well. It 
is an ill state of affairs from all points of view : and to 
remedy it, it is clear that the present apprenticeship system 
needs radical alteration, 
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Obviously it is to employers’ interests to encourage 
learners. To keep the ranks of workers well and ably filled 
should be one of the first aims of employership. Restriction 
of the supply ought not to originate with the masters, but 
rather with the men. Apart from this, it is often the case 
that men ona job have to work in ‘pairs, which means 
generally that a man is doing what a lad could do as well. 
Better to have a surplus of idle boys about than to allow 
this. The imposition of premiums is undoubtedly a great 
deterrent, and their entire abolition seems only wise. Again, 
. why take boy apprentices only ? Why should not labourers, 
or the men who find too late that they have made a mistake 
in their life’s work, be allowed and even induced to apprentice 
themselves ? A system of deferred pay would meet their 
case admirably, and it would secure splendid recruits to a 
trade—earnest-minded men who have found themselves, as 
contrasted with the featherheads, who, led along an easy 
way from their youth, never get really out of leading strings. 
It were idle nonsense to argue that a grown man, when he 
will, cannot learn better and more quickly and thoroughly 
than a boy. It may be necessary to pay him at a level 


instead of a progressive rate throughout the term ; but to 


such a man the prospect of a certificate of skill at the end 
will be even a stronger anchor to his school than the deferred 
pay. Innovations like these must, of course, be carried out 

© їп no half-hearted manner. They must be fully considered, 
proper agreements drawn up, and rules and conditions set 
forth in black and white for the avoidance of all misunder- 
standings. 

A word of disgust here for the practice of taking heavy 
premiums for making engineers of pupils or apprentices, and 
teaching them only a section of a trade. It is a fraud, and 
it launches fleete of living frauds, disgracing the profession. 
One cannot turn out an engineer except by giving him 
prolific terms of experience in all the aspecta of his particular 
section of the profession—the workshop aspect, the designing 
aspect, the erecting aspect, the commercial aspect, and so on. 
Yet many who take these premiums have no legitimate 
means of providing these varied experiences. Mere attend- 
ance on a switchboard, an engine, or a dynamo, does not 
qualify for engineership, nor wiring. or winding, or testing. 
Resourcefulness in all things appertaining to his work is the 
quality that makes the engineer. 'To some it is almost 
natural, but to most it has to come through varied and exact- 
ing toil and observation. ! 

In concluding these too lengthy remarks, I—lapsing 
into the ego—would earnestly protest that they are not 
written for the belittling or belabouring of the ones/ worker. 
On the contrary, I feel very kindly towards him, and wish 
him well in all ways, and higher and higher wages, until the 
earning power of his capital comes into fairer equality with 
that of money. | 


THE ECONOMY OF ISOLATED ELECTRI 
| PLANTS. | | 


II. 


IN a recent number (p. 250) we discussed an article which 
appeared in the January issue of the Engineering Mayuzine, 
from the pen of I. D. Parsons, bearing the above title. In 
the article referred to the cost of producing electricity in an 
isolated installation was compared with the prices charged 
by public supply authorities in the same district. The 
class of consumers then dealt with were business 
houses, such as offices, department stores and loft buildings, 


and it was shown that, generally speaking, it was cheaper to 


generate than to buy electricity. In the February issue of 
the same journal a second article deals with a different 
class of buildings, viz., those used for residential purposes, 
including hotels, clubs, and apartment houses. ! 
Great difficulty was again experienced in obtaining accu- 
rate figures of costs, or, in fact, figures of any kind, as 
records are very rarely kept in such establishments. The 
load factor in apartment houses is not a very favourable one 
for the economical running of an electric light plant, if an 
all-day service is given. Again, it i8 not usual in the design 
of such buildings to make any provision for generating 
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pane and it is expensive, often impossible, to add this 
ater. ' 

The first analysis of costs given is of an apartment house, 
of a type which includes more than half the better class 
houses of this kind in New York. It is a 7-storey build- 
ing, having a ground plan area of 90 ft. x 75 ft. There 
are two generators having outputs of 15 and 30 kw. 
respectively at 115 volts. Between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. the 
average load is only about 25 amperes, or less than 3 Kw. 
The smaller plant is therefore run at about one-sixth of its 
full output during this time. In the building is a 15 н.г. 
elevator, so when this is in use the small generator is 
momentarily fully loaded. At night the lighting load rises 
to a maximum of 200 amperes, or 23 KW. | | 

The larger plant is then run for lighting, and the smaller 
for the elevator, a system the author (Mr. Parsons) recom- 
mends in order to avoid blinking the lights. It. is seen 
therefore that both plants are run at considerably less than 
their full loads, viz., the large plant at 70 per cent., and the 
small one only loaded intermittently. The plant is shut 
down at midnight till 7 a.m. The load factor of the light- 


ing load is given as 0°43, and the average load on generators 


as 0°48. 

The annual output is 82,130 unite at a total cost of about 
32d. per unit. This figure includes interést and deprecia- 
tion on the same basis as before, and also includes steam for 
heating the buildings. As the cost of the latter is known 
for similar sized buildings, a comparison with central station 
rates is possible, and the annual saving is shown to be £700 
in favour of the isolated plant. 

. On the other hand, a similar sized building shows a loss 
of £20 on the six winter months. As a full year's figures 
could not be obtained, a true comparison cannot be made, as 
the steam heating plays a very important part in this case. 
In the three mid-winter months the figures show a saving 
on central station rates, but there is a loss on the other 
three. The loss would be greater in summer, as the lighting 
would be leas, nothing could be charged to heating, and 
the standing charges would be the same. The approximate 
annual loss would be £140. | 

This is almost entirely accounted for by the bad arrange- 
ment of the plant. The generators are not properly pro- 
portioned to the load, so that the all-day efficiency of the 
plant averages about 39 per cent. 

It is really a case of bad engineering. Accumulators in 
either of the above cases would have improved matters, and 
would have permitted of a 24 hours’ supply. 

An hotel load is quite different, and is very favourable to 


an isolated plant installation. Steam plant is nearly always 


required in a large hotel for laundry and heating purposes, 
so that the extra labour expense for electrical plant is in 
some cases nil. From the data given it would appear that 
hotel conditions are more favourable to the isolated plant 
than in any other class of buildings. 

The most favourable instance given is of an hotel 
measuring in ground plan 100 ft. x 200 ft. Only the first 
and second floors are lighted. The only extra labour 
required is one fireman. "The following are the particulars 
in brief :— | 

Two 66-K w. generators, 118 volta. 

Hor. tub. boilers, 90 Ibs. pressure. 

Average load on generators, 0:5. 

Total output in 10 months, 115,000 units. 

Cost per unit 0:95d. 

Total cost for 10 months, £460 = say, £550 per annum. 
„ „ at central station rate, £1,200 = £1,440 per annum. 


These figures are for electricity only, and do not include the cost 
of heating. 


In another hotel of eight stories, 60 x 160 ft. in plan, 
it was found during a month when the dynamo was shut 
down that the electric light bill from the central station was 
25 per cent. greater than the cost of operating the machine. 

Clubs have not such a good load factor as hotels; there 
is a very small morning load, and some clubs, therefore, use 
the supply current during that part of the day. In a small 
club using a 20-Kw. coupled plant from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m., 
running at about three-eighths load on the average and 
using steam for heating, the saving is about one-third as 
compared with central station rates. In a larger club, 
having three 130-Kw. dynamos, generating a total of about 
94,000 units per annum, the saving is over £800 per annum 
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which represents an economy of over 40 per cent, Steam is 
used for heating. Owing to the use of elevators one 
generator runs inefficiently for the greater portion of the day. 


Here again accumulators would probably have reduced the 
costs. | 


, The data of the 17 buildings given, show a decided 


advantage in favour of the isolated plant over central station 
rates, and curiously, the smaller buildings show the greater 
percentage gain. 
The author finally discusses аб length the factors whic 
influence economy, among which are the correct arrangement 
of plant to secure a high load factor, together with low costs 
of interest and depreciation ; the shape of the load diagram ; 
the keeping of daily records; the character of the engineer- 
in-charge ; the temperature of the engine room ; coal storage 
capacity ; and the use of accumulators. This by no means 
exhausts the subject of isolated plant economy; such 
instances as collieries, docks, factories, isolated manufacturing 
works, &c., are not touched upon. Оп a future occasion, 


therefore, we may take up the subject from these points of 
view. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OP 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expresaly for this journal by W, P. Тиомрвон & Co., Electrica] Patent 


Agents, 832, High Holborn, London W. C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


9,150. Improvements in clock-oontrolled mechanism for turning on gas, 
ee 3 wator and the like at predetermined times." 8. W. NORTH. 
pril 21st. ; 


9,208. “Improvements in switch and fuseboards." A. W. Y. D. CHAPMAN. 
| April 21st. 


9,220. “Improvements in audible electric telegraphy.” R. OXLADE and 
W. J. W. RicHaRDsow. April 218%. (Complete. ) жы 


9,281, “ Apparatus for counting telephonic conversations.” J. H. MEYER. 
April 21st. 


9,256. “Improvements in and relating to pendant glass shades for electric or 
gas lights and other purposes.” С. M. HxRON. April 22nd. 

9,264. аро шени in the construction of electric lampholders.” W. 
ALLMAN. April 28nd. 

9.266. An accessible water-tight and insulating coupling for electric 
cables.“ A. J. Morgan. April 22nd. x ides 


^ peil San a An improved dynamo-electric machine or motor.” A. H. FINLAY. 


9,278. ‘Improvements in incandescent electric 1 Б" 
April nd. ня 

9,325. ‘Improvements in insulating tubes for the windings of electric 
machines such as motors and the like, and in the prccess of making same.” 
M. Mrrrowsky. April 22nd. (Coinplete.) 


‚ 9,852. F “Improvements in the method of actuating key switches enclosed 
in cases," E. LAWLEY-PINCHING and L. MiLN E. April z3rd. 


9,867. “Improvements in trolley-poles for cleotric tram and other cars.” 
Б. R. Jackson. April 28rd. 


9,871. “Improvements in oycle and motor or motor-car ways with or without 
the formation of space for CE electric wires or chambers for rifle firing 
practice." J. C. SELLAnS. April 28га. 


9,880. Improved fuse head for electric blasting." Е. RENDER., April 28rd. 
(Complete.) 


v dh “Improvements in dynamo-electrio machines.“ Н. Cuirry. April 
2rd. 


9,419. Apparatus for sounding and recording code signals for electric fire 


alarm and other purposes." G. B. BowELL and THE Peanson Fine ALARM 
SYSTEM, LIMITED. April 23rd. 


9,428. '' An improved flexible electrical conductor from any point of which а 
current may be taken." Н. Bevis. April 28rd. 


9,433. “Improvements іп or relating to silver plating and gilding processes." 
J. SchikLk. April 28rd. (Complete.) 


9,189. ''Improvements relating to protecting apparatus for controlling the 
consumption of current." F.W.ScHNIEDER and А. STRAUSS-COLLIN.. April 231d. 


9,441. "Improvements in electro-magnetic traction for railways and the 
like." Н. Н, LAKE. (A. Pacinotti, Italy.) April 23rd. . 


9,488. “New or improved mountings or fittings for incande:cent electric 
lamps for illuminating shop windows or for outlining buildings or other illumi- 
nations or other analogous purposes." A. W. BEUTTELL. April 24th. 


9,503. Improvements in incandescent lamp attachments.” G. D. Poove. 
April 24th. (Date applied for under Patents Act, 1901, April 29th, 1901, being 
date of application in United States.) (Complete.) 

9,504. “Improvements in electric lamp sockets." M. Nonbkx. April 24th. 
(Com plete.) 

9,529. “Improvements in terminals and binding screws for electric batteries 
and connections.“ W.H.Epwanps. April 24tb. 

0,531. “Improvements in electricity maximum demand meters.” G. Byrne 
and E. SAYER., April 24th. 

9,7%. “Improvements in or relating to electrical fuse boxes.” E. F. Moy, 
P. Н. BasriE, and E. F. Moy, Limirep. April 2th. 

9,669. '' Improved apparatus for starting alternating current motors." T. H. 
Cuuntron. April 26th. 

9,704. ''Ihnnproveinents in and relating to electric switches and wall plugs 
aon Pus for the same.“ A. VaNbax and T. H. Marsun. April stth. (Com- 
plete. 


9,721. "A new or improved high tension electric condenser." A. VosMAER 
and A. LEBRET, April 26th. 


M. HavasHi. 
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ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


> 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 


and Co., 899, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d, 
(in stampe). 


А 


B 


1800. 


4,926. ** Improvements in autematio time switehes.” A. J. Howard. Dated 
March 15th, 1 А clock dial is fitted with adjustable arms adapted at pre- 
determined times to engage pins connected to a weighted lever. When this 
lever is thrown over, it tiltathe balanced switch lever and makes or breaks 
contact. 1 claim. dii 


4,934. “improvements in electrio current fesdiag device for electric tramears 
and the like.” J. W. Ehlers. Dated March 15th, 1900. Relates to means for 
feeding electric current to motor tramoars and the like, and comprises a series 
of elastically-mounted corductors, which sre successively depressed by the 
contact or take-up wheel of the car into contact with the main conductor lodged 
beneath in the rail. The sectional conductors are supported by sn elastic 
insulator, and have lugs for making contact with the msin conductor when they 
sre depressed by the contact wheel. The latter may be mace in two parts, 
which grip the insulated ring. In the fishplate joints beneath the rails suitable 
insulation may be provided between the plates and the rails, round the bolts, 
and between the rail ends. 4 claims. 


8,003. Means fer automatically revolving or re exha pulsations 


. lalorcing usted 
upon a telephone line." M. C. Mengis. Dated March 16th, 1900. Relates to 


repeating arrangements for use in telephone systems. The two line sections 
are connected through solenoids to the insulated portions of a pivoted arm. 
This arm, which is connected to the solenoid cores, is controlled by a spring, 
and the ends play between contacts; the normal contacts are connected to the 
repeater, which the others are connected together to enable high-tension 
calling currents to avoid the repeater. The repeater consists of two, prefeiably, 
double-wound megneto telephones, having microphones as diaphragme. The 
microphones are connected with the primaries of the corresponding induction 
coils, and the magnetos are cross-conuected to the secondaries. The magnetos 
may be single wound, when the earth connections shown are omitted. 8 
claims. 


6,016. “improvements in power for dia ‘for eleotreiytic apparates.” 
T. J. Holland and A. P. Laurie. Dated Maroh Gth 1900. Diaphragms are formed 
ofa non-metallic woven fabric coated with a thin layer of an insoluble silicate 
aud supported ру а cement or equivalent framework. The tank having cathodes 
is provided with one or more earthenware or cement cells formed of top, 
bottom, two sides, and two ends, and enclosing the anodes. The sides of the 
cells have open panels, across which is placed the fabric, such as asbestos cloth 
or the like, coated with and secured to the frame by a thin layer of cement. 


I claim. 


6,046. ‘‘improvements in electricity meters.” А. Wright and Reason Mansfac- 
turing Company. Dated March 16th, 1900. Mercury voltameters are provided 
with registering mechanism operating by means of gravity. Іп one arrange- 
ment а mercury anode is contained in a small glass dish attached to a vertical 
glass tube, the upper end of which carries a pointer near a stationary scale, and 
which is suspended by a helical spring. Electric connection is made with the 
anode by a platinum wire in the glass tube. The anodeis suspended in а vessel 
containing the electrolyte, and a mercury cathode atthe bottom. As current 
passes, the anode becomes lighter, and the pointer rises. This arrangement 
may be used with the movable nm connected as cathode, the cathode surface 
being provided by а conical coil of platinum wire or а porous carbon block; 
the anode is mercury in an annular trough, above the cathode. In a modifica- 
tion. the glass tube and dish may be stationary, the vessel containing the 


' eleotrolyte and lower electrode, being suspended by a spring. In other con- 


structions, the anode and cathode are mercury contained in recesses atthe ends 
of an inclined tubular vessel tilled with the electrolyte. The anode may be fed 
with mercury froma bulb as described in Specification No. 2,222, K. p. 1900. The 
vetsel is supported by а clip on а pivot, its inclination changing as mercury is 
transferred from the anode to the cathode. The vessel may be connected 
with a spring by a thread gassed round a pulley on the axle of a pointer, 
so that this moves along a stationary scalo as tbe vessel turns. Or the 
clip may carry a suspended receptacle to receive a chain balancing the 
mercury transferred, the chain being supplied by a spring or other motor, 
when this ig released by an arm of the clip; the motor also drives counting 
wheels, 7 claims. 


6,060. ‘improvements in asynchronous roury converters and ether dyname- 
electric machines.” W. P. Thompsen.’ Dated March 16th, 1900. Relates to 
asynchronous iotary converters and like machines, the stator being supplied 
from two entirely independent sources of energy. Gelaims. 


6,068, ''Bcading for iron or steel electrical conductors." R. Thomsen. Dated 
March 17th, 1900. Electric conductors of iron or steel, such as rails on electric 
railways and tramways, are bonded by cleaning the surfaces in contact on the 
fish-plates and rails, &c., and covering them with a metallic paste. 2 claims. 


5,136. ''improvements la intercommunioation telephone systems." М. Bysg 
and F. 6. Bell. Dated March 17th, 1900. Direct-call systems for intercommuni- 
cation between the various members are arranged with edditicnal separate 
metallic circuits be ween the subscribers, such circuits being connected w an 
auxiliary double-contzct switch. 4 claims. 


6,137. ‘‘ improvements connected with incandescent electric lamps.” W. C. Gale. 
Dated March 17th, 1900. A lump is provided with a central conical reflector 
made of porcelain or carthenwarc, cither hollow or solid, and either white, 
glazed, or coated with silver or platinum, wbich may be'glazed, or provided 
with a glass cover; Ше reflecting material may be applied to such cover. 
2 claims. 


6,167. *'Improvemonts relating to alternating current electric motors." J. and W. 
Yates and J. B. Bent. Dated March 19th, 1900. Motors, alternating current :-- 
An alternating-current motor for driving ventilating fans, &c., is constructed 
without any rubbing contacts. The stationary field magnet is built up of laminx 
provided with perforations, serrations, teeth, or the like, in which a number of 
wires constituting the wicdings are laid simultaneously in the form of a cable, 
tbe ends of the wires being subsequently connected together in such & manner 
that all the windings arein series. For this purpose the cable ends are led toa 
board provided with terminals. 3 claims. 


8,178. ''improvsd means for connecting electrio cables. С. A. Bay. Datca 
March 19th, 1900. Relates to means for connecting lead or like covered cables. 
The conductors are connected by a sleeve or like joint and the space filled in 
with insulating material. A lead sleeve is then slipped over the joint, the 
edges first being coated oramalgamated with mercury as described in Specitica- 
tions Nos. 5,176 and 5,177, A р. 1900. А practically homogeneous joint is hen 
formed by the application of heat and pressure. In a modified joint a ring is 
fitted between the covering and insulation. 5 claims. 


6,183. ““Improvemonts in electric locke.“ Н. E. Newton. Dated July 19tb, 
1900. Relates (a) to controllers for rendering bolt-actuating mechanism opera- 
tive or inoperative; (^) to circnit-closing devices which complete the electric 
circuit only when the volt mechanism is actuated; (c) to key-operated circuit- 
closing devices; and (4) to protection plates for use with locks. &7 claims. 


6,216. ''improved mannfacturc e! filaments for electric lamps." A. J. Bouit 
Dated March 15th, 1900. Filaments of high resistance for use in exhausted 
bulbs are made of boron or siicon, or both together, optionally containing 
some carbon. In one method, boron in impalpable powder is mixed witha 
binding material containing carbon, boron or silicon, such as coal tar dissolved 
in benzine, and squirted to form filaments, which are heated onder powdered 
charcoal and titanium in an electric or other furnace. They are tashe.t ia 
vapour ог carbon, boron or silicon compounds, such as boron hydride of eth 
boron, and may be coated with a rare oxide by electrolysis or otherwt-e. le 
another method of inuking u filament, a fine platinum wire is heated electric: 
ally in vapour of a boron compound, and afterwards to a higher temperature to 
volatilise the platinum. 8 cluias. 
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THE LIABILITY OF TRADES UNIONS. 


RECENT cases which have been heard at the assizes serve to 
show that the new liabilities which have been imposed upon 
Trades Unions within the last few years are about to prove a 
Somewhat heavy burden. Wonderful schemes have been 
devised for escaping the consequences of an adverse verdict ; 
it has been proposed to sequester the funds of the Unions in 
such a way that no sheriff's officer shall be able to reach 
them. The fact that several substantial judgments have 
already been obtained seems to show that the advisera of the 
unfortunate workmen who have been victimised by the 
tyranny of less honourable Unions are not afraid to bring 
guit. 

Time alone can show whether the suggested measures will 
prove an obstacle to litigation. 

The cases which we have had an opportunity of consider- 


ing have made it quite clear that the principle of the Taff 


Vale Railway case must not be stretched too far. In 
common with other bodies, Trades Unions are entitled to tbe 
benefit of that doctrine of English law which places a limit 
to the liability of a principal for the acts of his agent. Thus, 
a Trade Union can only be held responsible for those acts of 
the secretary which are expressly or impliedly authorised ; 
and the Courts will not presume that the general body of а 
Trade Union authorises an agent to commit unlawful acts. 
Such a limitation to the responsibility of a Union will com- 
mend itself even to those who suffer most from the tyranny 
of these bodies. 

A short summary of the cases recently decided may be 
found interesting. 

Our readers will recollect that in the Taff Vale Railway 
case a Trade Union was defined to be a collective name for a 
number of persons acting for certain purposes in concert, It 
was also decided in that case that if such persons во acting 
commit a wrong, then an action can be brought, either 
against their representatives, or against the whole body in 
the name of their Union. 

Мг. Justice Walton, in the course of his judgment, thus 
explained the result of the Taff Vale Railway case:— 
“ А Union acts usually by its committees or officera, whose 
authority is defined by its rules . in other words, 
all the members of the Union act in concert by their agent. 
If such combined action causes damage, and the combination 
is of such a character as to constitute an illegal conspiracy, 
the members of the Union may be made liable for such 
damage in an action brought against them in the name of 
the Union.” 

The result is that a Trade Union is subject to the 
ordinary laws of agency, and is responsible for the wrongful 
acts of its servants, provided that such acts are within the 
scope of their authority, as laid down in the bye-laws and 
rules of the Union. 

In the majority of cases, the authority of servants and 


agents of Ше Union to do acts both lawful and unlawful on 
D 
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behalf of the Union, is so clear that it is hardly worth while 
to raise it as а defence. Thus, in Thomas 7. The Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, the plaintiff was 
a joiner who had applied for admission as a member of the 
defendant Union, but owing to his having taken piece work 
in а non-union workshop at a time when he was short of 
money and had a wife and family dependent upon him, the 
Society refused to accept him as a member. Not content 
with this, they sent a demonstration to his employer, who 
reluctantly dismissed him. The plaintiff has subsequently 
been unable to obtain employment. 

Mr. Justice Wills directed the jury that the real question 
was whether the action of the delegates was taken to promote 
‘the legitimate interests of the Society, or vindictively, to 
punish the plajntiff for having taken piecework. The jury 
found for the plaintiff, and gave him £100 damages. 
Although in this case it ia obvious that the overt acts which 
occasioned the dismissal were committed by officials, yet the 
verdict of the jury amounted to а denunciation of the Union 
as a whole. | 

Another recent case serves to show the attitude of the 
British jury towards intimidation. In Banister Bros. and 
Moore, Limited, v. George Almond and Joseph Crop, 
president and secretary of the Blackburn Weavers’ Associa- 
tion, the facts were shortly as follows :— 

During a strike of the plaintiffs’ operatives, the defendants 
had caused a circular to be issued in which they stated that 
the hands employed in plantiffs’ works received an average 
pay of 17s, a week, and that the material served out to them 
was much below the average in quality. An action for libel 
having been commenced, they pleaded justification. At the 
trial it was proved that both the statements contained in the 
circular of the defendants were untrue; but no special 
damage was proved, and it was shown that the circular had 
not prevented fresh workmen from applying for the places 
vacated by the strikers. "The jury found for plaintiffs, and 
awarded them £250 damages. 

Bat it is not in every case that the Union can be held 
responsible. As has already been suggested, a question 
sometimes arises as to the scope of the agent’s authority ; 
for it cannot be suggested that a Trade Union, as a body, is 
under any greater liability for the acts of an agent than any 
other company or corporation. 

The case of Giblan v. National Amalgamated Labourers’ 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland and others, which was 
recently heard at Manchester, turned upon this point. There 
the plaintiff had been for many years a member of the 
Union, and had attained a position of trust therein as a 
local secretary. The plaintiff having failed to keep his 
accounts in proper order, the society and the other 
defendants took steps to interfere with his obtaining work. 
Whilst still a member of the society he was working at the 
Prince of Wales Dock, Swansea. His employer received 
notice from the defendant Williams to the effect that the 
men would not work with the plaintiff. In consequence of 
this plaintiff was discharged. He was subsequently dis- 
missed from other places of employment for similar reasons. 
He then claimed damages, and the defendants pleaded that it 
was beyond the power of the officials to authorise or direct 
the acts complained of to be done. 

In the course of the case it was decided to leave certain 
questions to the jury, who found:—(1) That both 
defendants, Williams and Toomey, had threatened to call 
out the Union men with a view to preventing the plaintiff 
from being employed ; (2) that they did so in order that he 
might be induced to pay his arrears. The jury also found 
that these acts were done by Williams, but not by Toomey, 
in order to punish the plaintiff, and they awarded £100 
damages. The question of the liability of the Union was 
reserved for further consideration. 

In the course of his judgment Mr. Justice Walton said :— 
“T think that, for the purposes of this case, the general 


secretary must be deemed to have had authority to do what- 
ever the executive committee 1s allowed to do by the rules. 
But had the general secretary any authority to call ont men 
merely for the vindictive purpose of punishing a member 
who had defrauded the society and refused or failed to make 
good his defalcation ? The jury here found that this was 
done by Williams, but, in doing it, he was not committing 
an excess or an abuse in the exercise of any authority given 
him by the rules—he was doing something entirely outside 
the limits of that authority.” 

Continuing, the judge held that the authority of Toomey 
was much more limited than that of Williams, and therefore 
he had no authority to make the society liable by his acts. 


Rüntgen Ray SOME interesting investigations on the 
Burns. nature and prevention of X-ray burns, by 

Dr. E. A. Codman, are recorded in the Electrical World, 
N.Y. From the statistics of a large number of cases 
occurring within the last five years, it has been estimated that 
one-tenth of one per cent. of the exposures have produced 
burns, but the percentage has very much decreased within 
the last year. This is considered to be due to the shortening 
of the length of the exposures. . It is stated that the 
primary injury is to the nerves controlling the nutrition of 
the skin. The effect of the Róntgen rays on the skin, up to 
8 certain point, seems to resemble acute “sun burning," 
which gives rise to blistering and destruction of the 
epidermis, But at this point the resemblance ceases, 
because the Róntgen rays occasionally extend to the deeper 
layers of the skin and subcutaneous tissue, even to involving 
the tendon-eheaths and joints. A considerable time often 
elapses before the burns make their appearance, the 
average time calculated from 70 cases being 10 days. Two 
methods of preventing these burns have been recommended ; 
a thin plate of grounded aluminium may be interposed 
between the tube and the patient, or the exposure must te 
kept within a certain time limit depending on the distance cf 
the tube. A safe length of exposure for a tube at the usual 
distance of 20 cm. is 2} minutes, and this fortunately with the 
modern appliances is sufficiently long for most purposes, The 
intensity of the rays emitted by the tube must evidently bean 
important factor, but no information is given on this point. 


Prot E ProF. Ramsay contributes to the Con- 

on the lemporary Review this month an article on 
Becquerel Rays. the Becquerel rays, in which he discusscs 
the various forms of radiations, such as cathode rays, X-rays, 
Becquerel rays, &c., whose investigation has recently pro- 
foundly modified our ideas of the constitution of matter. 
The chemists’ objection to the splitting up of the atom bas 
evidently led Prof. Ramsay astray in his representation of the 
conclusions arrived at by physicists in this interesting field. 
For example, in speaking of the cathode rays he says: 
„A fourth hypothesis is held by Prof. J. J. Thomson, of 
the Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge. Ніз view, which 
appears to be well supported by experimental eviderce, is 
that each molecule of gas, in absorbing its electric charge, 
dissociates or splits up into two or more charged atome, or 
groups of atoms. Such charged portions of matter have 
long been taken for granted aa existing during the passage 
of an electric current through a conducting liquid, and 
were named by Faraday ons or travellers." It is evident 
from this quotation that Prof. Ramsay has completely mis- 
apprehended J. J. Thomson's epoch-making theory of the 
cathode rays. This theory does not assert that molecules of 
gas are split up into ions in the cathode rays, but maintains 
that the atoms themselves are split up, and that the cor- 
puscles, or to adopt Fitzgerald’s term, the electrons split otf 
are only „ù th the mass of the smallest atom. It is a 
matter of regret that chemists generally should misappre- 
hend or refuse to adopt this electron theory, which has already 
led to so many remarkable discoveries in Physics. The 
Professor does indeed mention **electrons in the free state " 
at the end of his article, but his notion of what is meant by 
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this term appears to be obsolete. He says: An electron 
is an electric charge which attaches itself to an atom of an 
element, thereby converting it into an jon.“ The modern 
“electron” has a fixed mass as well as a fixed electric 
charge, which is always negative, though Prof. Ramsay talks 
about positive electrons. 


In an article in Cassiers Magazine, 
London. Mr. W. C. Popplewell puts in a plea for 
the abolition of the domestic hearth and 
the use of cheap gas for all domestic purposes. Such cheap 
gas, he seems to think, can be sent through the present gas 
pipes, which will have become useless owing to the universal 
employment of electric light. Unfortunately for this argu- 
ment, however, the present pipes would be insufficient to pass 
the volume of cheap gas required, except a& much enhanced 
pressures, and we fear the leakage at greater pressure would 
be excessive. Cheap gas is also so deadly a poison, that its 
regular use would require very special safeguards. Already, 
we believe, cheap gas, enriched, is sent out to London gas 
consumers. Its principal constituent is carbonic oxide, a gas 
which is not only a deadly poison; but of which even small 
quantities have powerful anwmic effects. That the use of gas 
would greatly reduce London smoke cannot be doubted, 
especially if at the same time the factory chimneys could 
be purified. Curiously enough, it is the electric light 
chimneys that are amongst the worst offenders in London, 
but this is to some extent due to bad engineering. 
What engineer of experience would deliberately lay down 
plant in London, which could not use the coals of 
Durham or Yorkshire and Notts, which ате brought 
by sea, or the cheapest rail route? Yet there are 
many stations in London which must use Welsh coal 
or pay fines, and it is even said, that it is cheaper to 
pay heavy smoke tines than to pay the extra price for Welsh 
coal. Even Welsh ‘ smokeless” coal will make smoke in 
certain kinds of furnace. The so-called practical man 
who sees all this concludes that chemistry and physics 
and all such things are mere rubbish, because he sees the 
exponents of these sciences ignoring the proved facts of 
science as soon as they approach a problem in practical 
engineering. London fogs are simply the result of smoke 
and the same silvery mist that delights our eye when seen 
over а Lincolnshire fen. The presence of so much water 
vapour stops the ascent of the smoke, and the watery 
particles stick to the carbon and to the tars from the 
domestic hearth and dissolve the sulphurous acid. Already 
opaque, the white mist becomes opaque blackness of an 
extremely filthy description. There is no reason why such a 
state of affairs should continue. Mr. Weir, of Glasgow, has 
made a boiler with a furnace constructed on the lines that 
have been incessantly advocated in these columns, We have 
seen it at work, and it is easy to see through numerous glazed 
sight holes into the various zones of combustion and trace 
exactly the effect of air supply. This boiler is not only 
smokeless, but it is also economical and eflicient. Yet it is 
but the embodiment of what chemistry has taught us for 
years past, and what boiler makers of all persuasions have 
as persistently ignored in their constructions. Even when 
all smoke has been abolished, we shall not have abolished 
all the evils of the fog. There will still remain the sulphur 
to annoy us; the dirt will have gone. Many boilers of which 
the furnaces are of the correct form, but of improper material, 
might stil be improved if their draught were better, 
but to employ a mechanical draught seems to be too big a 
step for the average electrical engineer, and we believe the 
only mechanical draughts in London in any electrical 
station were put in by men who were engineers first and 
electricians afterwards. Mechanical draught gives so much 
better command over a furnace, that it is a wonder that 
it is not oftener installed. It is not that a very powerful 
draught is wanted, but that a chimney falls short, it may be 
by + in. or ] in. of water gauge. Moreover, a chimney is a 
wasteful and inefficient device that gives a very poor 
return iu work for the heat expendcd upon it. 


TEST OF A 500-KW. COUPLED SET FOR 
PERTH (W. A.). 


Tu 500-RKw. set, recently shipped to the Perth Gas Com- 


pany (W. A.) for extensions to their electric station, was tested 
at the works of Messrs. Willans & Robinson in the presence 
of Mr. R. E. Braddock, representing the English agents, and 
Mr. Frank Broadbent, consulting engineer. 

The set consists of a 3T. compound Willans engine, 
coupled to a Dick, Kerr & Co. multipolar dynamo, having 
a specified normal output of 450 Kw., at 480 v., 270 r.p.m., 
with a steam pressure of 185 lbs. per sq. in. at the stop 
valve. An output of 500 Kw. was to be obtained by the 
use of a bye-pass valve on the engine. The test proved that 
the bye-pass was unnecessary, as at the specified pressure 
500 Kw. was casily maintained under normal conditions. 
The results of the test are as follows :— 


Lbs. of | Lbs. of 
steam per steam per 
i H. . hour. KW. -hour. 


Steam pressure Combined | 
in chest. | efficiency. 


— — — — 


123 Ibs. sq. in. 817 96 | 1564 25°67 


Overload (500 Kw.) 

Full load (450 „) 115 „ „ | 817, | 161 ` 264 
i ” (340 ” * 87 íi n 78 „ 16 27 979 
f » (300 ji ) 87 7» ” 76:8 ” 16:46 28°72 


| 
3 „ (106 „ ) | 48 „ „, 661 „ 1711 | 347 


— — — — ee — 


After six hours' run, on practically full load, the following 
temperatures were obtained :— 


Air, 6 ft. from dynamo . 66° Е. 


Armature, engine end *. 82° Е. Rise = 16° F. 

m commutator end... 97° F. s mgl F. 
Magnet coils ... je ee age s 31 E. 
Commutator ... ... 105° F. „ = 39° Е. 
Core Ин м .. 103° F. „ = 42° Е. 

GOVERNOR TEST. 

: ў Per cent. Per cent. 
Volts. Amperes. pee ee y EI permanent 
480 945 270 revs. < 

/ 274 revs. 15% 
480 570 270 „: сое Pos 

N 976 revs. 22% 
480 330 276 „ẽ 7 E. Е 2:2 9, 

287 revs. 63% 
480 о 281 „ẽ / - p 4% 


The difference between the successive loads represents the 
amount thrown off at each stage. 


EARTH CURRENTS AND THE ELECTRO- 
 TELLUROGRAPH. 


By E. GUARINI. 


Ir is well known that telegraph and telephone wires аге 
subjected to many kinds of electrical disturbances. In the 
first place, there are the currents produced during storms by 
the charging and discharging of the conductors under the 
influence of the atmospheric electricity ; secondly, the 
induction currents developed by the currents in neighbouring 
wires. There are also the currents due to the chemical 
action of the damp earth on the electrodes wbich establish 
communication with the earth, and lastly, the telluric or 


earth currents. These last currents pass through telegraph 


wires (connected at both extremities to earth) permanently, 
but they constantly vary in their nature, intensity and 
direction. Sometimes the earth currents become во intense 
as to render transmission impossible. The origin and nature 
of the earth currents are unknown, notwithstanding all that 
has been written on the subject, which greatly occupied the 
attention of the electricians who attended the Paris Congress 
of 1881. 

The first investigations into earth currents were made by 
Mr. Kemp at Edinburgh (1828), and they were afterwards 
continued by several scientists of different nationalities. 
M. dela Rive attributed them to chemical actions taking 
place in the interior of the solid crust of the earth, the elec- 
tricity being conveyed outside by evaporation. | 

Sabine asserted that the magnetic disturbances of the 
globe seemed to have a close connection with the spots on 
the sun, in that they are more frequent when the spots 
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are more numerons, and, as the magnetic disturbances of 
the globe are always accompanied by intense earth currents, 
it has been concluded that these spots constitute one of the 
causes producing these currents. 

Exceptionally strong currents have been observed after 
earthquakes. Prof. Secchi observed rather strong currents, 
variable in their nature, for several days after storms and 
violent gales. A connection has been traced between the 
magnetic disturbances and an increase in the scintillations of 
the stars (Montigny, Member of the Royal Academy of 
Brussels). | | 

There are many other hypotheses, and it is impossible to 
say which of them are correct. It is quite probable that all 


that we have enumerated, and all those made by other | 


scientists, which it would take too long to enumerate, 
are correct, and that we must admit that these earth 
currents are due to many different causes, producing more or 
less marked effects. 

Don José A. Perez del Pulgar last year made some experi- 
ments cn earth currents at the Observatory of the “ Colegio 
de Nuestra Senora del Recuerdo-Chamartin de la Rosa,” in 
Spain, from October 16th to the 27th. 


Fia. 1. 


M. Perez del Pulgar used as connectiòns to earth the 
extremities of two lightning conductors which protect 
the Observatory, and connected them to a galvano- 
meter (fig. 1); after having made sute (by introducing а 
very great resistance into the circuit of the galvanometer) 
that no atmospheric current was passing through the gal- 
vanometer, starting from the bigher lightning conductor and 
ending at the earth connection of the lower one (the whole of 
this current went almost directly to earth owing to the great 
resistance of the derived circuit of the galvanometer) he com- 
menced his observations. He found :—(1) That the oscilla- 
tions of the galvanometer are more frequent and more intense 
when there are thick clouds being carried along at a con- 
siderable speed ; (2) that the variation in intensity of the 
sun’s light seems to cause variations in the intensity of the 
earth currents; (8) that on damp and foggy days the needle 
generally points to zero; (4) tbat the wind very appreciably 
influences the intensity of earth currents, this intensity 
increasing in inverse proportion to the rate at which the 
wind travels. Notwithstanding his observations, M. Perez 
del Pulgar concludes that the nature and the origin of earth 
currents cannot yet be explained satisfactorily. 

We see, therefore, what an advantage it would be to 
science, and perhaps to practical interests, if, by means of a 
simple automatic apparatus, we could make a systematic 
study of earth currents in order to determine the way in 
which they act during atmospheric and geodynamic dis- 
turbances. 

An apparatus responding perfectly to these two desiderata 
is the electro-tellurograph which has been invented, con- 
structed and tested by M. Lancetta (fig. 2). It con- 
sists of a very sensitive galvanometer, the coils of 
which are connected with two different earth connec- 


tions more or less distant from one another. The relay 
(the galvanometer) has two contacts, and according to 
the direction of the earth current, works one or the other of 


` two electro-magnets, the extremities of which, provided with 


a pen or pencil, inscribe upon a dial, which by means of 


, 2 
DESCRIPTION OF DIAGRAM. 
WARNING ÁPPARATUS.—1, 2, Connections to earth more or less distant 


from one another; 8, 4, Galvanometer: 5, 6, Coils of the galvano- 
meter; 7, 8, Magnetic needle with transverse bar 9, 10; 11, 12, 
Platinum contacts of the bar 9, 10; 13, 14, Stops. 


REGISTERING APPARATUS8.—15, 16, Bells, the little hammers of which 
have at their extremities pencils 17, 18, which make marks on 
the dial 19, 20, this dial moving round by clockwork; 21, Batteries 
of tbree dry elements connected in series with the pivot 29 of the 
needle 7, 8, and with the bell 15 or 16, according to whether the cur- 
rent in the galvanometer 8, 4, is passing from 1 to 2 or from 2 to 1. 


Fic. 2. 


clockwork makes one revolution in 24 hours, dots or longer 
or shorter dashes, at different heights, so that the direction of 
the earth current can be easily seen. By means of the 
indications given by the dial, 7.e., the time, the duration, and 
the nature of the earth current, very interesting diagrams 
might be constructed which could be collected and compared 
by the central meteorological station. 

The attendance (which is not arduous, as the apparatus is 
automatic, and there is nothing to do but adjust and change 
the sheet of paper on the dial) could be entrusted to the 
operators, who, at present, are obliged to watch the galvano- 
meters during earthquakes and appearances of the aurora 
borealis. 

The electro-tellurograph, which seems much simpler than 
other methods used for the same purpose (especially Blavier's 
mirror galvanometer method), could be put on circuit during 
the day at the hours of rest, and during the night on those 
lines with a limited number of hours. 

It is probable that by collecting and comparing the 
indications obtained, we should be able to obtain definite 
information as to the nature and origin of the so-called earth 
currents, which probably do not originate in the earth at all. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Loup WiNpson's TUBE COMMITTEE. 


On th inst. the resumed sitting of the Select Committee on the 
London Underground Railways, presided over by Lord Windsor, 
was held in the Grand Committee Room, Westminster Hall, to 
further consider the proposals conteined in the Brompton and Picca- 
dilly Circus Railways Bill. 

Sir J. WoLrE Barry, the consulting engineer to the Metropolitan 
and District Railways, in giving evidence, said the route proposed 
by the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway, coupled with its 
extension and connections, was а very good one, and would serve а 
better third.class neighbourhood than any of the competing or 
parallel schemes. On the Metropolitan and District lines he 
believed something like 90 per cent., or more, of the total seating 
capacity was third-class. The proposed route between Hammer- 
smith and the City was as short as any of the competing schemes, 
and would be best calculated to serve the demand for facilities 
between the East and West of London. Не contended 
that for an expenditure of something under £300,000 the 
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Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Company could, by constructing 
the junction railway to Charing Cross, give a through route to the 


City, instead of the expenditure of £15,000,000 or £16,000,000, 
which was propcsed by the Piccadilly and City combined com- 
panies. When electric traction was adopted on the Dis- 
trict Railway be thought the whole of the circumstances 
under which that company had previously worked would 
be entirely altered. The competition to be set up by the 
construction of the new line of the Piccadilly and City combined 
companies would be most disastrous not only to the District Rail- 
way but to the authori ed Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway, 
the works for which were now in progress. Nothing but the most 
urgent public necessity would, he welleved, justify Parliament in 
sanctioning that competition. He felt certain that if the compet- 
ing schemes were sanctioned, the competition would be во great 
that it must result in a poverty-stricken system of railways, all of 
which would be working at a loss. A further advantage of the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus scheme was that it utilised autho- 
rised capital, and was, therefore, economical. It would be a great 
mistake to spend an enormous number of millions upon traftic 
which could be dealt with by the authorised capital plus a small 
expenditure of new capital. The generating station at Lot’s Road 
would be able to serve not only the District Railway but also the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus, Charing Cross, Euston and Hamp- 
stead and Baker Street and Waterloo Railways. He would admit 
that the sharp curves shown on the line from Piccadilly Circus to 
Charing Cross were unusual, but he thought that although they 
might lead to increased friction, they would not cause increased 
vibration. Lord Rayleigh's Committes, of which he was a member, 
found that vibration was due to two causes, viz., the weight of the 
locomotive engines unborne by springs, and the strength of the 
permanent way. The unborne spring weight should be got as 
ow as possible, and the rails should be deep, and if these two 
things were carefully done, the Committee were of opinion 
that no vibration would. ensue to give cause for complaint. 
He did not think in any case that the curves had anytbing to do 
with the question. Parliament had made a mistake, he thought, in 
sanctioning the Central London tunnel with a gauge of 114 ft. He 
was in favour of a larger tunnel, so that the rolling stock of the 
ordinary railway companies might be interchanged. 
“Replying to questions, Wi1TNEES said his objection to the dupli- 
cation of a tube railway from Hammersmith to the City was only 
one of competition. There might be engineering objections as well, 
but he did not thiok they could put them very high. The reason 
be favoured a larger-sized tube than the Central London, was tbat 
it would give more room for the men to work at repairs, reduce the 
windage, and afford greater facilities for the laying of the rail 5 in. 
deep, instead of 3 in.er 2} in. Thetube of the Brompton and 
Piccadilly Circus Railway was sufficiently large, he considered, to 
enable the recommendations of Lord Rayleigh's Committee to be 
given effect to. He was strongly against the suggested emergency 
platform on either side of the trains, for in his opinion, it would 
constitute simply another element of danger in the case of an 
accident. Passengers should be able to leave the train under such 
circumstances and walk along the floor of the tunnel. 

Mr. YERKES, who was recalled in answer to Mr. LITTLER, K.C., 
said it was not a fact that the janction between Piccadilly Circus 
and Charing Cross was an afterthought on his part, for it was part 
of the matured scheme, and it was of vital importance that the con- 
nection should be made if the District Railway was to carry the 
people from the Piccadilly district. 

This concluded the case for the Brompton and Piccadilly 
Railway. | 

The Committee next proceeded to deal with the proposals 
embodied in the Central London Railway Bill, the Hon. J. D. 
Fitzgerald, K.C., Mr. Freeman, K.C., and Mr. Н. Lloyd appearing 
for the company. 

Mr. FITZGERALD, in opening the case, said the existing Central 
London line, which was six miles in length, was worked on the 
shuttle system, and it had been found, almost from the very com- 
mencement of the working, that, owing to the loss of time caused by 
the terminal shunting, it was not possible togive the larger service which 
was needed during the busy parts of the day. Last year the com- 
pany had deposited a Bill for two loops, one at each end, the inten- 
tion being to have single line loops, and to work the railway 
round and round without the necessity for shunting. In the report 
of the Joint Committee last year, it was stated that while the 
advantages to the working of the line by loops are obvious, and in 
outside districts there can be no objection to them, the Committee 
think that very great caution should be exercised in sanctioning them 
in the heart of the City, on the ground of the large amount of space 
occupied, to the possible exclusion of future railways. They have 
less hesitation in making this recommendation, as the multiple 
motor system, by which much time is saved in shunting at terminal 
stations, appears likely to be adopted in future." The Committee 
also reported: That there can be no objection to the proposed 
loop at the western end of the line. There is more difliculty with 
respect to the proposed loop at the east end ofthe line." The 
result of the consideration which the directors had given 
to these recommendations was the proposal that was embodied 
in the present Bill, which, if carried out, would make the railway a 
closed circuit. The proposed new line would commence at Shepherd's 
Bush, come down to Hammersmith, along Kensington Road, Addison 
Road, Kensington High Street, by the Albert Hall, and so on 
through Knightsbridge to Hyde Park Corner, where the line passed 
under the side of Green Park, thus keeping as far as possible from 
the houses in Piccadilly, to Piccadilly Circus. Thence across 
Leicester Square, down to Charing Cross, passing under the Strand 
and Fleet Street, it reached Ludgate Circus. A detour was then 
made by Thames Strect to Cannon Street, and from there to St. 


_ tically every centre of traffic was served by it. 


well for a generating station. 


Mary Axe, on to Liverpool Street station, and so on back fo 
Shepherd’s Bush station. Taking tbe whole line, therefore, prac- 
At Liverpool Street 
they would also tave the advantage of interchanging with the Great 
Eastern and North London lines. Otber advantages of the present 
proposal were that there would be no junctions and no points, and 
by running the trains round and round, they would double the 
carrying capacity of the line. 'They proposed to bave a single 
uniform fare of 2d. on the whole circuit; the system by which pas- 
sengers travelling before 7.30 in the morning could have a 
2d. return ticket available over the whole line, would alto be con- 
tinued. The advantages of the scheme, he submitted, were apparent 
and incontrovertible. It had been stated that if the scheme proposed 
were passed, the Central London Railway would have no com- 
petition ; bat so far from that being tht case, there would be the 
competitive system of the Metropolitan on the one side of 
the Park, and the District Railway on the otber. The existing 
tunnel was 11 ft. 6 in, and had been found amply sufficient 
in size for the commodious rolling stock at present in use. 
On tbe extension of the line, it was proposed to have a tunnel 
12 ft. in diameter, which would be quite sufficient to give the 
deeper rail recommended by Lord Rayleigh's Committee. If, how- 
ever, that Committee decided upon a larger tunnel being made, the 
promoters were quite willing to abide by that decision. Hoe had 
been authorised to state that the Corporation of the City of London 
approved of the scheme subject to certain clauses being inserted, 
and that it was opposed to the North-East London Railway coming 
further than Cannon Street, where it wished to see n subway con- 
structed between the North-East London and the Central London 
Railway. This decision had been arrived at by the Corporation 
after a consultation with the L.C.C. He had not been authorised 
to make any statement on behalf of the County Council, bnt he 
might say that the scheme had been reported upon favourably by 
them, and they had suggested that the company should seek Parlia- 
mentary sanction for an extension of the line from Hammersmith 
Broadway to Barnes, but the directors considered this suggestion 
altogether premature. 

Sir Henry OAKLEY, Chairman of the Central London Railway, 
also gave evidence, and stated that the new capital the company 
was seeking under the present Bill was £3,000,000 of share capital 
with borrowing powers of £1,000,0CO0. 

The Committee then adjourned. 


Lorp RiBBLESDALE'S TUBE CoMMITTER. 


On Tuesday, 6th inst, before the Select Committee presidea 
over by Lord Ribblesdale, Mr. Ellie, secretary of the Metropolitan 
Railway Company, was examined at great length in .opporition to 
the proposed extension of the line of the City and South London 
Railway from Islington to Euston. He contended that there was 
not sufficient traffic between Islington and Euston to justify the 
ргороғей extension. The Metropolitan Company, in conjunction 
with the District Railway, were preparing to instal electric traction 
over the whole of their systems, and when that was done, he 
believed they would be abie to give an infinitely better service 
than the tube railways. It was only natural that the representatives 
of the North-Western, Great Western and Midland lines should 
welcome any additional facilities for their passengers. 

Sir J. WorrE Barry, consulting engineer to the Metropolitan 
Railway, said that if the proposed line were authoriecd, it would 
be a logical demand that the City and South London liue should be 
linked on to the Baker Street and Waterloo line at Baker Street, 
and the result in that case would be to have a parallel competitive 
route with the Metropolitan Railway between Moorgate Street and 
Paddington. ` | | 

The Committee announced that they had found the preamble of 
the Islington and Euston Bill not proved. : 

Mr. Batroun Browns, K.C., then opened the case for the 
promoters of the City and Crystal Palace Railway Bill, which seeks 
Parliamentary powers for the construction of a tube railway from 
Cannon Street to the Crystal Palace, and to take lands in Camber- 
The proposed capital cf the company 
was to be £3,750,000. At Penge the railway would come to the 
surface, and be connected with the great system of tramways which 
was in the hands of the British Electric Traction Company. The line 
would be 7 miles long, and would commence at Queen Street, close to 
Cannon Street, where a junction could be made with the North- 
East Suburban tube railway, and there would be stations at the 
Borough High Street, New Kent Road, Trafalgar Road, Peckham 
High Street, Rye Common, Dulwich Park, Lordship Lane, 
Sydenham and Penge. Evidence was afterwards called in support 
of the Bill, and the Committee adjourned. | - 


Оп the resumption of the proceedings on Wednesday, 7th inst., 
Lord RInBLESDaLE made an announcement with regard to the 
question of vibration which would apply equally to all Bills. He 
said he had already foreshadowed the possibility of some covering 
clause dealing with the questions of vibration and subsidence being 
inserted in all tube railway Bills. That, he believed, had now 
passed out of the region of possibility and would be carried out. 
His Committee, and the Committee of Lord Windsor, shared the 
fame view, and the view was also shared by Lord Morley, the 
Chairman of the Committees of the House of Lords. The Com- 
mittee were inclined to consider the advisability of inserting a 
general clause giving alimit of possibly two years after the opening 
of the railway, during which all questions of damage arising from 
construction and working should be referred to a special tribunal 
or arbitrator. His Committee, however, reserved to themselves 
the right of imposing on the promoters special clauses for the pro- 
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tection of particular buildings. He would lay particular stress on 
tbe fact that the period of two years was only suggested as a possible 
basis. The exact period would have to be carefully considered, and 
might be argued out and altered if deemed advisable. As regarded 
the special tribunal, nothing was further from his mind than that 
questions as to damage should go before juries. 
Mr. DxrBYMPLE Hay, the engineer of the City and Crystal Palace 
line, said that from an engineering 


good one. It had been suggested that it was a speculative pro- 


sal, but that was certainly not the case so far as he was concerned, 


or all his expenses had been paid. 

Mr. GALRRATTEH, C.E., said he had considered the scheme from an 
engineering point of view and thought it was well laid out, and 
would serve a useful purpose. The estimates were based on 
experience in construction of similar work. Half the distance 
wotild be through London clay and through the water-bearing strata, 
but experience at Greenwich and elsewhere led him to anticipate 
that working under compressed air would dispose of all 
difficulty. In cross-examination, witness said he knew nothing of 
the financial part of the scheme. He had no knowledge of the 
issue of any prospectus by the company with his name appended 


as engineer, and was not responsible for statements in such 


prospectus, 

Mr. SHaw said no prospectus had been issued. The document 

that the opposing counsel was in possession of was merely a private 
roof. 

j The CHAIBMAN observed that a name on a prospectus made the 

person named responsible for statements contained therein, and it 

seemed curious that Mr. Galbraith had not been told that the state- 

ment bearing his name bad been prepared. 

Mr. GALBRAITH said the margin allowed between capital and 
estimate seemed to him reasonable. It was no part of his business 
to raise money, 

The Cuateman intimated that it would be better to have some 
evidence regarding the financial side of the undertaking before 
further engineering evidence was given. 

Mr. I. GrocksrEIN, of Salmon & Gluckstein and Lyons & Co., was 
called, and expressed his confidence in the financial soundness of 
the undertaking. | 


Lord R. Сес, said the fixed capital was £4,600,000, but that 


wotld be reduced by the interest for borrowing to £4,550,000. The 
estimated expenditure on works and lands was £2,964,041, and the 
equipment £653,(00, which left, after certain necessary expenses, a 
balance of £48,860 to cover contingencies. 

Mr. Емш GARCRR, managing director of the British Electric 
Traction Company, said he thought the scheme was a valuable one, 
and he would advise his company to assist it financially. He had 
looked at the estimates of expenditure, and saw nothing improper 

inthem. Six per cent. for expense of financing was not unreason- 
able, and if it could be done more cheaply care would be taken that 
money should not be squandered. 

The C HARMAN: You base your opinion practically on the 
information given by your expert officers. What information were 
they given to go on ?— Our engineer looked into the matter and I 
assume he obtained the plans, specifications, and estimates. 

You do not know it ?—I assume him to be a competent man, and 
І take it for granted that he has satisfied himself on these points. 

Mr. G. RILRHT, of Messrs. G. Riley & Co., Lambeth, said he bad 
subscribed £1,500 towards the expenses and Mr. J. Ritchie had 
subscribed £800. 

Lord Ковевт Ско, said that about £7,000 had been actually 
subscribed, and the promoters had entered into agreements to sub- 
scribe another £16,000. . 


Mr. Burr, of Messrs. J. Mowlem & Co., said that probably his 


firm would take up a certain amount of capital. 

The CHAIBMAN resffarked that nobody in the case seemed to know 
anything about anybody else, and many of the witnesses seemed to 
be troubled with exceedingly treacherous memories. 

Mr. Н. Н. BARTLETT, of the firm of Perry & Co., contractors, said 
his firm had subscribed £1,000 towards the preliminary expenses, 
and if, as they anticipated, they obtained a portion of the contract, 
they would probably subscribe £50,000. 

Sir C. Rivers WILSON, chairman of the British Electric Traction 
Company, considered that the scheme would be successful, though 
he spoke with some hesitation as to financial results. He considered 
the line would be of advantage to the system of tramways worked 
by his company, a system they hoped to extend largely in the 

neighbourhood of Croydon. He did not think there would be any 
difficulty in raising the capital, and if they saw their way his com- 
pany would give financial assistance to the scheme. 

Mr. E. ScHENCK, chairman of the Crystal Palace Company, said 
he had subscribed £1,000 towards the preliminary expenses, and he 
had no doubt if the scheme were passed it would give good financial 
results. Estimating that the line would carry 40 million pas- 
sengers annually at an average fare ef 2d., һе calculated that the 
line would pay 4 per cent. He was prepared to find a portion of 
the capital.—The Committee then adjourned. 


ELECTRIC Liautina їн №ъ№овтн LONDON. 


On Tuesday last week a Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
presided over by Mr. Fison, considered Electric Lighting Provi- 
sional Order (No. 1) Bill, which seeks to confirm certain provisional 
orders made by the Board of Trade under the Electric Lighting 
Acts, 1882 and 1888, relating to Edmonton, Enfield, Tottenham and 
Wood Green. 

Mr. BAaaaLray, K.C., snid that the Bills contained in the group 
before the Committee included the Bill of the North Metropolitan 
Electric Power Company, which company was seeking an extension 
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of its existing powers. In the Electric Lighting Provisional Bill 


orders were sought by the local authorities in the case of Edmonton, 
Tottenham and Wood Green, while in the case of Enfield the order 
was sought by the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Com- 
pany. He suggested that the Bills should be taken as competing 
Bills, and that evidence should be called for the Edmonton Bill and 
as against the North Metropolitan Bill. This course was agreed 
upon. 
Mr. BaddALrar then went into the case for the Edmonton Urban 
"District Council, who, he said, had promoted the order in accord- 
ance with the Electric Lighting Acts. The North Metropolitan 
Power Company. іп its Bill of 1900 was empowered to supply in 
bulk to authorised distributors—the local authorities, tramway com- 
panies, and others—but now the company wished to supply retail. 
Counsel, continuing, read correspondence which had passed in July, 
1900, between Mr. Morse, the solicitor of the North Metropolitan 
Electric Power Supply Company, and the clerk to the Edmonton 
District Council, in which Mr, Morse agreed to the insertion ofa 
clause in the North Metropolitan Electric Supply Company’s Bill 
to the effect that the company should only supply within the 
districts of Edmonton and Hornsey in bulk.. He charged the North 
Metropolitan Company now with giving that agreement a direct 


. go-by, for by Clauses 6 and 7 of the present Bill of the North 


Metropolitan Company, the company asked for power not only to 
come into Edmonton for the pur of supply in bulk, but also for 
supply in retail. He contended that the proposal of the North 
Metropolitan Company was absolutely unprecedented, and it had 
only recently been set out in the case of the Northumberland and 
Tyneside Power Bills. In these Bills the Northumberland Company 
asked for powers, and stated that they had fathered a number of 
provisional orders. This, however, proved the strongest argument 
against the promoters, and it was argued that there could be no 
competition if both the bulk supply and the distribution were in the 
S 8 2 9 ce corpany, and the result was that the Tyneside 
, whic no such pro was passed, and the Northumber- 
land Bill refused. m MG 
Evidence was then called on behalf of the Edmonton U. D. C., 
and the Committee adjourned. 


— 


On Wednesday Mr. Fison's Committee continued the con- 
sideration of this Bill. The Edmonton Order having been con- 
cluded, the Tottenham Order came up for consideration, and 
Mr. E. NEILD, in addressing the Committee for the Wood 
Green Order, pointed out that although the company had obtained 
its powers in 1900, it had not yet even attempted to negotiate for a site 
for a generating station. The district was a very largely populated 
one, and there would undoubtedly be a great demand for electricity, 
but the inhabitants saw no prospect of getting a supply from the 
company in the near future. | 

Mr. Влгғоов Browns, K.C., on behalf of the North Metropolitan 
Electric Power Company, contended that in such a 1 district as 
that covered by the Bill—325 square miles—the fat should go with 
the lean, and in that way the poorer districte, who could not supply 
themselves, would be served by the company. They had relied upon 
the local authorities coming to them for their supply, but so far they 
had not done so, as each small borough seemed anxious to supply 
itself. 

Evidence as to the engineering proposals of the company was 
given by Mr. FERRANTI, who said that it was propdsed to erecta 
large generating station at Enfield. At first they would instal 
plant for 8,000 Kw., but it would be so constructed as to provide 
room for extension if it was found n The total authorised 
capital of the company was £750,000, which was an addition of 
£250,000 over the capital authorised in 1900. ‘There would be 
borrowing powers of £250,000, so that the total capital would be 
£1,000,000. He was strongly of opinion that a company like that 
with one large generating station would be ableto supply electricity 
at а much cheaper rate to the local authorities than they would be 
able to provide it separately for themselves, 

After deliberating in private, the CHAIRMAN said he had to say 
that the Committee had decided that they were not prepared to 
refuse the confirmation of the provisional orders—first, as to dis- 
tribution; and secondly, asto generation. There must, however, be 
modifications made. That decision did not imply that the local 
authorities must of necessity erect their stations. The Committee 
agreed that it was a great mistake to have a large number of small 
stations. The Committee had in mind that the stations erected 
might beso small as to be unable to supply large manufacturing 
works, and they were anxious to prevent such works not being able 
to get a supply. They had decided that the company might not 
distribute without first obtaining the consent of the local autho- 
rities. If the local authorities wished to purchase in bulk they 
could do so, and if they wanted the company to distribute they 
should be able so to do. They thought that some provision might be 
made that the company, with the consent of the Board of Trade, 
might supply large consumers in cases where the local authority 
could not do so. 

Mr. LrrTLER, K. G., in opening the case for the Willesden portion 
of the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Company's Bill, 
said the company desired to have the same power of supply in 
Willesden as they had by their Act of 1900 in the Hendon Union. 
The present application had been necessitated as there had been an 
error of description in the Act. It was thought that Willesden was 
included in the Hendon Union, but at that time Willesden bad 
been constituted a separate body in consequence of its growth. 

Mr. S. Morse, solicitor of the company, supported the eviderce, 
and said they were merely seeking for the power that had been 
given by Parliament in the case of Middlesbrough, where large 
customers had been enabled to have a supply even although they 
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took prospective customers from an existing concern. The com- 
p&ny's case for this portion of the Bill then concluded. 

Local evidence was then taken for the inclusion of Willesden in 
the Bill, when Mr. E. RuTHvEN-Munnay, electrical engineer to the 
Urban District Council of Willesden, mentioned tbat at the present 
time a power house and a sub-station were being erected by the 
Council, the power house building being designed to accommodate 
4,200 Kw., and the sub-station about 3,000 kw. Contracts had been 
entered into for buildings, plant, mains, amounting to about 
£120,000. An expenditure of £143,600 had been sanctioned by the 
Local Government Board, which included the cost of generators 
with a capacity of 2,000 н.р. They could supply the tube railway 
if agreements could be made with the company, for their generators 
were constructed to supply tramways. | 

The Committee agreed to give the necessary power to the com- 
pany to take over by agreement the authorised site in Willesden 
from the North-Western Railway Company, for the purpose 
of supplying that railway and districts surrounding Willesden, 
but the company was not to compete with the District Council in 
Willesden. The Commitcee then adjourned. 


On Monday the Committee passed the Bill confirming the orders 
to the local authorities, and also passed the Bill of the North Metro- 
politan Electric Supply Company, subject, however, to the condi- 
tion that the company should not come into the districts within 
three years, ard then only if the local authorities have not reason- 
‘ably proceeded with their obligations. The Board of Trade will be 
the judges as to whether the local authorities have reasonably 
carried out their obligations. 


Всотсн Locarn BILIS. 


On Monday а number of Scotch Bills came before the Examiner in 
the House of Commons for proof of compliance with General 
Orders. These Bills come up under the Private Legislation Pro- 
cedure (Scotland) Act of 1899, and local inquiries will be held in 
Scotland. | 

Dumbarton Corporation.—Among the powers asked for in the Bill 
of the Dumbarton Corporation is power to borrow money for the 
purposes of the Dumbarton Electric Lighting Order, 1902, in the 
manner provided by the Electric Lighting Acts. 

Glasgow Corporation.—The Glasgow Corporation Bill, Clause 33, 
amends the Glasgow (Kinning Park) Electric Lighting Order, 1902, 
to the extent that the Corporation shall not be bound to prepare or 
publish an annual statement of the accounts of their electricity 
undertaking, so far as is situated in the burgh of Kinning Park, 
and the local authority of that burgh shall not be entitled to require 
the Corporation to sell to them, the authorised Corporation. 

Leigh Burgh.—Part 2 of the Leigh Burgh Bill deals with elec- 
tricity. Power is taken to supply outside authorities with 
electrical energy, subject to the consent of such local authorities. 
It also enables the Corporation to aupply electric fittings, to provide 
and let out on hire electric motors, machinery, and apparatus for 
utilising electrical energy. Jt also fixes the date for the making up 
of the electric lighting accounts on May 15th in each year. 

General Orders were found to have been complied with. 


Іохрох County Councim Tramways. 


A SELEcT Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Mr. Hobhouse, was occupied several days last week in considering 
the London County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill. 
Mr. EnsKINE Роггоск, K.C., in opening the case on behalf of 
the County Council, pointed out that of the 115 miles of tramways 
in the County of London, the Council already owned 75, and in 
another eight years the remaining lines would come into their 
possession. The present Bill originally included several lines which 
had had to be abandoned because, although the Council had made 
every effort to obtain the consent of the road authorities in order to 
prove compliance with Standing Orders, they had not been able to 
do so. In all there were 11 lines of tramways in the Bill, of a total 
length of 9 miles 1 furlong 8°25 chains. The first tramway would 


run from Hammersmith Broadway vid Queen Street, Fulham Palace 


Road, High Street, and Putney Bridge to the Lower Richmond 
Road. That was 2 miles 5:4 chains in length, and in connection 
with that there would have to be street widenings in Fulham and 
Hammersmith. There was very little opposition to the tramway, 
although the Hammersmith and Wandsworth local authorities were 
appearing in opposition. There could be no doubt as to the useful- 
ness of the line, because it would link up with the system of the 
London United Tramways Company. The most important line under 
the Bill, and that which had evoked considerable opposition, was 
for a tramway service along the Victoria Embankment. It 
was proposed to have a double line of tramways starting from near 
the western end of Westminster Bridge, along the Embankment to 
Blackfriars Bridge. The length of the line would be 1 mile 2 fur- 
longs 2:5 chains. The L. C. C. was the road authority for more than 
two-thirds of the length of the line, but there were other authorities 
interested in the termini. At Blackfriars Bridge there was the 


Corporation of London and at Westminster Bridge the Westminster 


City Council. He did not think there could be any question 
as to the suitability of the Embankment roadway to carry the 
tramway. It was 94 ft. wide at the Westminster end and 80 ft. 
wide at Blackfriars, and at its narrowest point it was 64 ft., and as 
the tramway would only occupy 13 ft. of the road, there could be 
no possible objection on the ground that the road was too narrow. 
There were hardly any frontagers objecting, and the complaints of 
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the City Corporation and Westminster City Council that the 


tramways would inconvenience foot passengers could not, he 
thought, be substantiated. It was proposed to work the line by 
electricity on the conduit system, so that there would not be the 
nuisance caused in the case of horse traction. *The other lines in 
the Bill dealt chiefly with Woolwich and Eltham and Camberwell. 
In the case of the Camberwell line, the proposal was to construct a 
tramway 2 miles 2 furlongs in length from the existing tramway at 
Camberwell Green vid Denmark Hill, Champion Park, Grove Lane, 
Dog Kennel Hill, Grove Vale, and Lordship Lane to its junction 
with Crystal Palace Road. He thought the Committee would come 
to the conclusion that the various tramways were for the con- 
venience of the public, and especially that along the Embankment, 
which would give a much-wanted communication between the 
North and South of London. | 

Mr. FrrzMaAuRIOE, the engineer to the L.C.C., gave evidence in 
support of the Bill. He pointed put that in the narrowest point of 
the Victoria Embankment tramway there would be on each side 
of the lines 24 ft. of roadway, sufficient to accommodate three lines 
of vehicles. If the roofing of the District Railway should be 
damaged in any case, the County Council were prepared to pay for 


, the reconstruction. In regard to the length of time wLich the 


, 


County Council would require for electrifying their system, viz., 
seven years, he did not consider that was such a long period to 
effect such a change in a huge town like London. As far as the 
objections of the Wandsworth Borough Council were concerned, the 
L. C. C. were willing to assent to street widenings. Continuing his 
evidence in reference to the line from Westminster Bridge to 
Blackfriars, witness said there were no engineering difficulties to be 
encountered, and the line would stop short of the cross traffic. He 
would point out that as regarded the danger to the railway tunnelr, 
the County Council had been running heavy steam rollers over the 
Same ground. If arbitration proved there was any danger, the 
Council would share the cost of the new girders, &c. 

Mr. Роггоск said a clause would be inserted in the Bill that 
would satisfy the Borough of Hammersmith, and they no longer 
were opposed to the preamble. 

In cross-examination by Mr. BLENNERHASSETT, K.C., who ар: 
peared on behalf of the Corporation of Westminster, Mr. Frrz- 
MAURICE said he could not say why the project to carry the line 
over Westminster Bridge had been abandoned, He felt certain 
there would be a very large traffic on the proposed line, but that 
would not increase the congestion of the traffic at either end, 
because the roadway was so wide. He did not think the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on Underground Railways which sat 
last year, that the best method of conducting passenger tratlic 
through London would be by means of underground tramways, 
applied to the Embankment.—Replying to Mr. READER Hargis 
for the District Railway, WrTNEsS said he admitted that the weight 
of road metal'over the District Railway had been increased in 
recent years, but if the girders were weak from rust and age, he 
hardly thought the whole cost of the renewal should fall upon the 
promoters. 

Mr. J. ALLEN BAKER, the vice-chairman of the Highways Com- 
mittee of the Council, eaid that for many years the idea of having 
tramways along the Victoria Embankment had been contemplated 
by the Council. He did not think the proposed line would in any 
way disfigure Ње Embankment. Nearly all the leading cities of 
the Continent and America had trams running along public boule- 
vards. The number of people who at present used the Embank- 
ment was no criterion of the number who would use it when a com- 
fortable electric tramway was running along it. Hedid not think 
the tramway would depreciate the value of the property on the 
Embankment, and if such should be the case, it would be contrary 
to that experienced in other parts of the world. 'The proposed 
tramway from Theobald's Road to the Embankment which had been 
sanctioned would act as a feeder to the line. The tramway could 
be worked on the conduit system with electricity from the Council's 
generating station at Chariog Cross. Regarding the objection 
raised by the District Railway, he contended that the proposed line 
would cater for a different class of traffic to that on the railway.— 
Cross-examined, Witness said he was not aware that in order for 
the tramway to pay 4 per cent. on the outlay the line would have 
to carry 6,500,000 passengers a year. 

Mr. JohN Burns, M.P., gave evidence in support of the Bill, and 
eaid he took a great interest in the scheme, as affecting the working 
classes of Battersea. He thought the line would pay, and that it 
should be allowed to run over Westminster Bridge. 

Mr. DEw, of the L.C.C., also tendered evidence in favour of the 
scheme, and said there were a great many people, both of the 
working class and others, who would be glad to use the line if it 
were constructed. He thought it would be a great advantage to have- 
a tramway along the Embankment, to link up a communication 
with the shallow subway of the L.C.C. Cross-examined, WITNESS 
said he thought the proposal was quite fair towards the District 
Railway. 

Asked by Mr. Кклрев Harris, К.С, as to whether, if the 
Witness had constructed a shallow tramway at a cost of £900,000 
per mile, and paid another £150,000 for wayleaves, he would con- 
sider it fair for someone else to come and run a tramway on top, 
WiTNESsS replied that he should not from his standpoint as the 
owner of a shallow tramway, but he thought it would be fair from 
the public point of view. The Committee then adjourned. (Sve 
also p. 805.) ; 7% 


* 


. CRoybox AND DisrRICT ELECTRIC Tramways. Т 


A SELECT Committee of tne House of Commons, presided ever by 
Mr. Compton Rickett, for several days last week considered the Bill 
promoted by the British Electric Traction Company for the con- 
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struction of tramways in the Croydon district. The proposed tram- ` 


ways are divided into two sections, viz., Croydon, Sutton and 
Mitcham section, and the Croydon, Penge and Beckenham section. 
A portion of the tramways constitute what is practically a circular 
route from Croydon to Sutton, and thence round Mitcham Common 
to Croydon again. Another part of the scheme contemplates a 
junction with the existing tramway at South Norwood, and the 
construction of a line through Penge and a portion of Beckenham 
to Sydenham Junction Station, and also a new tramway starting at 
Beckenbam Station, and proceeding through Beckenham and 
Penge to the high-level entrance of the Crystal Palace at Upper 
Norwood. 

Mr. BaLFouR Browne, K.C., who appeared for the promoters, 
said the British Electric Traction Company were the lessees of the 
present lines in Croydon, and the proposed lines would join with the 
present system. If the Crystal Palace and City electric tube rail- 
way was authorised, it would euable the public to go from Croydon 
to the City by tramway and tube railway. The promoters were 
negotiating for the purchase of the Mitcham Light Railway Com- 
pany's powera, and if these negotiations succeeded, there would be 
an absolutely continuous line from Mitcham to Tooting, where it 
wonld join the London County Council tramways. ` 

Mr. STEPHEN SELLON, the engineer for the promoters, said the 
total length of the tramways proposed was 15 miles 1 furlong. A 
census bhad been made of persons travelling, which showed that 
there was great need of additional facilities. Witness then pro- 
ceeded to deal with the width of different roads and bridges, and 
detailed the steps which had Ъгеп taken to meet the local authorities, 
and the railway company. 

Sir Е. EDRIDGE, Alderman of the Borough of Croydon and chair- 


man of the Tramways Committee, raid the tramways in Croydon | 


belonged to the Corporation, and were worked by the British 
Electric Traction Company. Не failed to see how the tramways 
would interfere with the railway companies, but, on the contrary, 
thought they would bring people to the stations. He admitted 
that the road on the торе | line at Carshalton was very narrow. 

Similar evidence* was given by other representatives from 
Croydon, by the chairman and ex-chairman of the Penge Urban 
District Council, by the solicitor of the Sutton Urban Council, and 
the clerk to the Croydon Rural Council, which contains the parishes 
of Beddington and Wallington. 

The Hon. Е. THEsIGER, who represented the London, Brighton 
and South Coast Railway Company, who petitioned against the 
scheme, intimated tbat he would not press the question of competi- 
tion, but there were other points of difference. The engineer of 
the company and the engineer of the British Electric Traction 
Company had consulted together and agreed on some points. 

Local evidence in opposition was then heard from frontagers in 
Carshalton and other places. 


Neweastle Tramways. — On Lord Stanmores Committee of 
the House of Lords resuming on Tuesday, 29th ult, Mr. 
Stephen Sellon, of the B.E.T. Company, was called on behalf 
of the Tyneside Company with respect to the advantage 
of tramways having running powers over other lines. The CHAIR- 
‘MAN pointed out that there was no question of running powers 
mentioned either in the Bill or in the company's petition, and he 
ruled it out of order to bring the matter forward, although they 
would like counsel to speak about a physical junction. "WITNESS, in 
reply to questions, pointed out that it would be a great advantage 
beth to the public and the undertakers if a through connection 
was established. He thought that any question which might 
arise as to the sufficiency of the service might be referred 
to the Board of Trade either on the application of the 
company or of the local authority. Mr. Cowarp, K.C., men- 
tioned that there was a clause to that effect in the Tyneside 
Company's Act. Continuing, Wrrness considered that the power 
taken under the Corporation Act to charge 3d. per mile was 
exorbitant. He thought six months was a reasonable time for the 
construction of the Walker tramways. Mr. Wm. MeLRLLAR, 
manager to the Tyneside Tramway Company, stated tbat in his 
opinion & physical junction between the two tramway systems was 


essential to the public interest, and would be a benefit both to the 


Corporation and to the company. 

Mr. Cowazp, K.C., addressed the Committee on behalf of the 
Tyneside Company, and asked the Committee to insert a facility 
clause providing that the Corporation should provide a proper and 
sufficient service of cars’ to meet the requirements of the public 
traffic upon the tramways of the Tyneside Company, and that any 
dispute on the matter should be referred to the Board of Trade. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he would not accept the clause as proposed, 
but stated that the Corporation would entirely accept, and desired a 
clause to be put in the Bill similar to that put in the Tyneside 
Company's Billlast year. That clause provided that if a question 
arose ав to sutliciency of the service, it might be referred to the 
Board of Trade on the application of the company or the Corpora- 
tion. He remarked that the Tyneside Company, in their Dill this 
year, were allowed five years for the completion of their tramwaye. 
It was hoped to get the Shields Road tramway completed in six 
months, and they would be willing to have a limit of one year put 
iuthe Bill. Turning to the question of a physical junction between 
the two systems, Mr. Hamilton asked what could it mean but a lever 
to obtain running powers, and what could it mean other than that 
the cars should pass over the physical junction ? The Corporation 
were quite willing to make facilities for shelters and for exchange 
of traflic as might be thought proper, but they could not accept a 
physical junction, which could only be the thin end of the wedge 
for obtaining running powers. 

After the Committee had dcliberated in private for some time, 


` Potteries Electric Traction Company. 


The CHAIRMAN announced that, so far as the Walker tramways 
were concerned, the Committee found the preamble of the Bill 
proved, subject to certain obligations being put on the Corporation. 
The provision that the Corporation should constract a Shields Road 
tramway “if they thought fit” must be deleted. The maximum fare 
would be 1jd. per mile. As to the time of completion, the Com- 
mittee thought the Shields Road tramway shonld be completed 
within a year, and that the tramways on the lower route by the 
riverside should be finished within 17 months. They would exclude 
from the latter limit the tramroad which would have to be made 
under the North-Eastern Railway bridge between Walker and 
Wallsend. 'The time allowed for the completion of the whole 
scheme would be three years. The Committee accepted the facility 
clause in the form proposed by the Corporation. 'They also made 
it a condition that a covered shelter should be erected at the 
junction of the two systems, and that no obstacle should be put in 
үе way of there being an ultimate physical junction of the two 

ines. | 

Evidence was then called with respect to the other portions of 
the tramway system proposed to be constructed, and the Committee 
found the preamble proved. | 

The objection of Mr. O'Callingham to a proposal to support wires 


for the tramways by means of brackets attached to houses was then 


gone into. The clause provided that the magistrates would fix the 
payments for damage done by attaching the brackets. 

It was urged on behalf of the petitioner that subsequent damage 
migbt arise from vibration and other causes, and that an arbitrator 
and not a magistrate should decide :questions of the kind. Mr. 
FITZGERALD MURPHY, counsel for the petitioner, asked the Com- 
mittee to substitute for the petty sessions tribunal, an arbitrator to 
be appointed by the Board of Trade. A skilled arbitrator would 
visit the place, and would decide on the spot whether a bracket was 
necessary, whether the house was strong enough to bear it, and what 
was to be paid ав compensation. He asked that a clause should be 
inserted providing for payment for future damage. 

At the resumption of the proceedings on Wednesday, 30th ult., 
the CHaIRMAN said the Committee would accept the attachment 
clause, subsequent to the insertion of a provision as to compensation 
for subsequent damage. Clauses for the protection of the gas company 
having been agreed upon, the preamble was passed, and the Bill 
ordered to be reported for third reading. ° 

York Corporation Bill.—A Select Committee of the House of Com- 
mous considered this Bill on Tuesday last week. Amongst other things 
it provided that the Corporation should be empowered to purchase, 
construct, and work tramways. Mr. W. L. WiLLIAMS, who appeared 
for the Corporation, said that with regard to the tramway purchase 
clause, the purchase had been passed by the Corporation, bat was 
not endorsed by the subsequent ratepayers’ meeting. The Corpora- 
tion had entered into a provisional agreement with the York Tram- 
ways Company for the purchase of the undertaking, but as the rate- 
payers had refused to ratify it, the Committee would have no option 
but to strike out the tramway portion of the Bill. The Committee 
struck out the clauses. 

Manchester District Telephone Board Bill.—The Chairman of Com- 
mittees of the House of Lords has informed the House that the 
promoters do not intend to proceed further with the Bill. 

Leicester Corporation Bill.— The Select Committee appointed to 
consider this Bill has reported that the opposition has been with- 
drawn, and consequently the Bill will go forward as unopposed. 

Cavchill and Whitewell Tramways.—The Belfast Corporation and 
the National Teluphone Company have deposited petitions in the 
Private Bill Office of the House of Lords, praying to be heard in 
opposition to this scheme. 

Nottingham Corporation Bill. —On Tuesday the Bill of the 
Nottingham Corporation, which empowers the Corporation to con- 
struct additio tramways, &c., was before Earl Morley's Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords on Unopposed Bills, and was ordered 
to be reported to the House for third reading. 

Manchester and Liverpool Electric Express Bill.—This Bill, which 
authorises the company to make a deviation of the line at Salford, 
was on Tuesday before Earl Morley’s House of Lords Committee on 
Unopposed Bills, and the preamble having been formally proved, the 
Bill was ordered to go forward. 

forth Stojfordshire Tramways.—Under this Bill the North 
Staffordshire Tramways Company are enpowered to work their 
tramways by electric traction, and it confers further powers on the 
The Bill came as an 
unopposed measure before Earl Morley on Tuesday, and was ordered 
to be reported to the House. 

Wrerham T'ramways.—On Thursday of last week Lord Glenesk 
presided over a Select Committee of the House of Lords which had 
under consideration the Bill of the Wrexham District Tramways 
Company (Extension). Under the Bill the company seck power to 
construct new tramways and other works, and to work the tramways 
by electricity. The company are the owners of the tramways 
authorised by the Wrexham District Tramways Act of 1879, and 
have agreed to purchase the tramways authorised by the Wrexham 
District Tramways Order, 1899. The tramways to be constructed 
are in the parish of Rhosllanerchrogog, in Denbigh. With regard 
to purchase by the local authorities, it is asked tbat Section 43 of 
the Tramways Act of 1870 shall, in its application to the under- 
taking, be modified by the period of 42 years being substituted for 
21 years, aad the terins upon which the company may be required 
to sell the undertaking shall be the terms of paying the fair market 
value thereof as a going concern, but without any allowance for 
compulsory purchase. The only opponents to the scheme were the 
Great Western Ra'lway, which has a branch line between 
Rhosllanerchrugog and Rhos, which was built a few years аро at 
the express desire of the inhabitants of Rhos at a cost of £40,029. 
The tramway company is now in the hands of the British Electric 


Vol. 50. No.1977) May 16, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


805 


Traction Company. After hearing evidence for and against the 


Bill, the Committee found the preamble proved. 

The Wrexham Corporation have deposited a petition in the 
Private Bill Office of the House of Lords in favour of the Wrexham 
District Tramway Bill. 

Middlesex County Council Tramways.—On the resumption of the 
proceedings on Tuesday last week, Mr. FREEMAN, K.C., submitted 
the case of the Heston and Isleworth District Council, and pointed 
out that what was propcsed by the Bill was a very serious matter 


for the local authorities, as it might create a precedent having far- 


reaching consequences, The proposal was really to alter the exist- 
ine law in favour of one County Council. By the Tramways Act of 
1870, the various local boards in Middlesex were the authorities to 
deal with tramway matters, but the Middlesex County Council 
wished to come in аз а second authority to deal with identically 
the same matters. He urged that if any such change was to be 
made it ought to be done by way of a general Act and not by a 
private Bill. After hearing evidence in support of Mr. Freeman's 
case the Committee consulted in private, and on the proceedings 
being resumed the chairman announced that the Committee found 
the preamble proved. The Committee, however, wished it to be 
made quite clear that if the County Council purchased a tramway, 
it was not intended for the local authority to have the option of 
purchase after a term of years. At the same time, if the County 
Council purchased any tramway before the expiration of 21 years 
by agreement, they would be bcund by any obligation the District 
Council had entered into. ; 

Northumberland Electric Tramways.— On Tuesday, 6th inst., the 
Northumberland Electric Tramways Bill came before Earl Morley, 
cnairman of the Unopposed Committee of the House of Lords. 
Evidence was given that the preamble was true, and the Bill was 
ordered to be reported for third reading. The Bill authorises the 
Northern Counties Electric Supply Company, Limited, to construct 
about 15 miles of tramways in Northumberland to connect Morpeth, 
Bedlington, Bebside, Blyth, Ashington, and Newbiggin. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Company.—On Tuesday, 6th 
inst., the above Bill was before Earl Morley in the House of Lords 
as an unopposed measure, and the necessary proofs being forth- 
coming, the preamble was declared proved and the Bill ordered to 
be reported for third reading. The Bill extends the powers of the 
company with regard to the supply of electricity in bulk to 
authorised distributors. 

Huddersfield Corporation.—A Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, under the chairmanship of Mr. Haywood Johnatone, on 
7th, 8th and 9th inst, considered the Huddersfield Corporation 
Bill. Amongst the powers sought are those to enable the Corpora- 
tion to supply electricity where a consumer is separately supplied ; 
to refuse supply of electricity in certain cases; to supply electric 

fittings, &c. The electrical clauses were not opposed. ` 

Electric Lighting Orders, No. 4 Bill.—The above Bill came before 
the Chairman of Ways and Means of the House of Commons on 8th 
inst. as an unopposed measure, and was ordered to be reported for 
third reading. The Bill confirms Board of Trade orders in regard 
to Aberdare, Amble, Dover, Frinton-on-Sea, Gillingham, Hindhead 
and district, Leadgate, Leatherhead and district, Paignton and 
Stanley. Full particulars of the Bill appeared in the ELECTRICAL 
Review of May 2nd. 

Standing Order Proofs.—It has been reported that the Standing 
Orders of the House of Lords have been complied with in respect 
tothe following Bills:—South Wales Electrical Power Distribu- 
tion, Cavehill and Whitewell Tramwaye, Salford Corporation, and 
Dartford Improvement. 

Rossendale Valley Tramways.—This Bill should have been before 
a Select Committee of the House of Lords last week, but all oppo- 
sition having been withdrawn, it will go before the Unopposed 
Committee. Oa Tuesday the Bill came before Lord Morley, chair- 
man of the Unopposed Committee, and was reported for third 
reading. 

Electric Lighting Provisional Order, No. 6.—The Lancashire 
County Council have petitioned to be heard in opposition to the 
Lees Order contained in the above Bill. 


Loxpox Country CoUNCIL Tramways. 
(Continued from page 803.) 


On Monday the Select Committee of the House of Commons, pre- 
sided over by Mr. H. Hobhonse, further considered the L.C.C. 
(Tramways and Improvements) Bill. 

Sir J. WorrE BARRY, the consulting engineer to the Metro- 

Шап Railway Company, said that for 11 miles the proposed 

mbankment tramway would follow the course of the District 
Railway. It was proposed to run the tramway for about 740 yards 
immediately over the railway tunnels. The tunnels, which had 
been constructed 30 years ago, he contended, were at the present 
time very highly strained, and he looked with extreme anxiety to 
the extra weight which would be put upon them by the rolling 
cars. Prom examination he krew the girders were subjected at 
the present time to heavier strain than they really ought to receive, 
and the proposed tramway would necessitate the reconstruction of 
the tunnels. That would be a very dangerous and expensive under- 
taking. Giving a rough estimate, the work would add 50 per cent. 
to the promoters’ estimate of £40,000. The cost of an alternative 
method of connecting the northern and southern tramway systems 
by a tube under the river from the Strand to the neighbourhood of 
Waterloo Bridge Road, he should say, would be about £103,000. He 
should say that without connections at either end of the Embank- 
ment no great traffic could be expected. On the electrification of 
the District Railway, trains would beable to run on the line at one- 
and-a-half-minute intervals at a speed of 16 miles an hour. 


Mr. BLENNERHASSETT, K.O., appearing on behalf of the West- 
minster Corporation, gave it as bis opinion that two rigid lines 
along which travelled 20 huge cars would eomplefely destroy the 
Embankment as a means of quick access to and from the City and 
would disfigure the thoroughfare. In view of the many proposed 
underground railway schemes now before Parliament, he thought it 
would be premature to sanction that fragment of a scheme. 

Sir Е. Dixon HARTLAND, M.P., gave similar evidence in opposi- 

tion to the scheme. 
Mr. LirrLEBR, K.C., on behalf of the Corporation of London, 
asked their Lordships not to pass the Bill on the ground that the 
tramway along the Embankment would prove a great obstruction 
to traffic. The Committee adjourned. 

(The tramway has since been authorised between Westminster 
and Waterloo Bridges.) 


LEGAL. 


In re WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION Аст, 1897, ASHTON v. 
CALLENDEB'S CABLE AND CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, LIMITED. 


THIs case came before the Court of Appeal, composed of Lords 
Justices Romer and Mathew, on Thursday on the application of the 
company to discuss the plaintiff's appeal on the ground that the 
plaintiff had failed to give security in the sum of £15 in pursuance 
of an ordcr made by this Court on November 25th last. The 
application was granted. 


Е. Тлгвот v. NATIONAL TELEPHONE COMPANY. 


BEFORE his honour Judge the Hon. A. Russell at Reading County 
Court on the 6th inst., Mr. F. Talbot, contractor, of Caversham, sued 
the National Telephone Company for £47 for work done in connec- 
tion with the laying of underground cables at Caversham. The 
company counterclaimed £89, being £50 damages paid to a Mr. 
Hanson for injuries he received by falling over a projecting man- 
hole, and solicitor's coste, it being alleged that the accident was the 
result of the plaintiffs negligence. After hearing the evidence of 
both sides, the jury found for the defendants for the sum of 
£42, the difference between the two claims, 


MARSH v. CHARING CROSS AND City ELECTRIC CCMPANY. 


IN the Westminster County Court on Monday, his Honour Judge 
Woodfall and a jury tried this action. It was a claim for damages 
of personal injuries under the Employers' Liability Act. 

Counsel for the plaintiff said that on October 9th last, Marsh, 
who was in the employ of the company, was sent to work at a 
mavhole in Ludgate Hill, where, after he had been st work 
for some little time, an explosion occurred, and seriously injured 
him and a fellow-workman named Lewin. The accident was 
so serious that plaintiff was kept out'of his employment until 
January, when he returned to the company. Before the accident he 
was а jointer and wirer, but bis injuries prevented bis acting as а 
jointer, owing to the mischief caused to bis nerves, and hig average 
weekly wage earnings had dropped from £2 бв. to #1 188. His clothes 
were spoilt, and there were the pain, suffering, &c. The accident 
was caused (counsel went on to say) through defects in the plant. 
The cables and connectors were filled in with bitumen, and on the 
top of that was a layer of resin-oil which appeared to have had the 
effect of softening the bitumen so that it did not serve the purpose 
for which it was intended, i. e., to keep the cables in position. The 
result was that when a screw was being fixed there was a connection 
which brought about a “short circuit." Since the accident, means 
ао adopted which would prevent the recurrence of such an 
accident. 

arn 20 years of age, gave evidence in support of counsel's 
opening. 

* Cross гавда: Witness could not dispute that there were over 
400 boxes similar to that where the accident occurred; nor that his 
was the only accident of that kind that had occurred. He knew 
that a box in Paternoster Row burst on the Sunday following, 
and a few days later, one in Poultry. Witness was positive that 
when he started work no connection between the two cables 
existed. Witness did not use a pick-shaft to force one of the 
cables into a certain position. | 

Mr. Lewin, plaintiff's fellow-workman, who was also burnt, said 


his claim had been settled ГА the company, who, in paying him 


£60 108в., disavowed all legal liability, and added that the sum was 
being paid in consideration of witness's long service. 

Mr. CHí4s. West, M. R. O. S., L. R. C. P., of St Bartholomew's 
Hospital, said he saw plaintiff when he was brought to the hospital. 
It was a severe case of burning. His face, ears, hands and wrists 
were all seriously injured, parts being actually charred. He also 
suffered from shock. He was delirious for some days, but left early 
in November. Skin was transferred to parts of his face. He 
suffered great pain. 

Eventually his Honour, after hearing counsel, decided in favour 
of the defendants on the ground that no negligence had been 
established. The case did not go to the jury, and plaintiff was non- 
suited, 
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Hrtcum & Воотн v. EHRENFELDT. 


AT Westminster County Court on Tuesday, his Honour Judge 
Woodfall had before him the above action, which was a claim for 
£10 10s, being a nominal charge for a report prepared by the 
plaintiffs on a certain projected tramway. 

Mr. Новевт Boots said he was a member of the plaintiff firm, 
carrying on business as consulting electrical engineers in Victoria 
Street; S.W. On December 6th, 1901, the firm was approached by 
Mr. Ehrenfeldt with regard to the preparation of a report on a pro- 
posed tramway, 5 miles in length, on the system patented by a Mr. 
Cook. Witness agreed that his firm should do this for a nominal 
fee, in consideration of Mr. Ehrenfeldt's promise to get the firm 
appointed consulting engineers if the prospective contract for laying 
down the tramways in question were obtained. The so-called 
"report" was really an estimate for the electrical equipment of 
these tramways, and was prepared so that it satisfied the local 
authorities. Throughout witness dealt with Mr. Ehrenfeldt. 
Witness had to call in Messrs. Buchanan to consult in connection 
with certain points, and the 10 guineas was merely а nominal 
charge, considering the amount of work done. Had witness been 
making a charge in the ordinary way, the charge would have been 
25 guineas. 

Cross-examined : WITNESS was introduced to defendant by a Mr. 
Hale, who was tendering for the metal work of the proposed con- 
tract. Witness saw Mr. Cook, the patentee of “Cook's Patent 
Tramways System,” but did no business with him. 

COUNSEL: You describe yourselves as electrical engineers ?— Yes. 

But you are not experts ?—I don't know what you mean. 

You had to call in another firm for the technical points ?—No. 

Continuing, WIr X ESS said that had Cook's system been adopted, 
his (witness's) firm would have been entitled to a large commission 
probably 24 or 3 per cent. | 

By his Honour: Witness knew Cook only as patentee of the 
system, and imagined that Mr. Ehrenfeldt was a promoter of Cook's 
Patent Tramways, Limited, who was dealing with some Corpora- 
tion; what one, witness could not вау. Witness did not notice that 
Mr. Ehrenfeldt signed himself М. Ehrenfeldt, Secretary." 

Mr. Снаѕ. HrrcHIN gave confirmatory evidence. He did not 
notice the signature either. 

Mr. MAURICE LHRENFELDT, the defendant, said he was an auditor 
in an office in Fletcher Strect, City. He was secretary of the Cook 
Company, and always dealt with plaintiffs in that capacity; he 
certainly never made himself personally responeible. 

. Cross-examined: Witness was the secretary of several com- 
panies. The Cook Company was incorporated in March, 1901, with 
a capital of £5,000, none of which was paid up. The company had 
no assets, but witness did not tell plaintiffs this. Except in the 
letter mentioned, witne:s wrote in the first person singular. 
Plaintiffs did their work on a usual understandiog—a big fee if the 
contracts were accepted, and merely a guinea or so if not. 

Eventually his Honour found in favour of the defendant on the 
grounds (1) that the word “secretary " should have set the plaintiffs 
on inquiry; and (2) that the fee claimed was not a nominal one.— 
Judgment accordingly. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Institution and Electrical Legislation. 


Mr. Raworth’s letter in your last issue opens the way to 
a discussion of this important subject in your columns. 
Probably there is no question which at the present time is 
deserving of more thorough ventilation, for the era of power 
distribution on a scale of such magnitude as to influence the 
industrial future of this country is upon us, and the speed 
and effectiveness of its advent turn upon the attitude of 
Parliament towards the reform of electrical legislation. 

It is a humiliating outcome of the spirit which has 
dominated the Legislature towards industrial developments 
for the last half century that we should to-day be largely 
dependent upon foreign capital and foreign plant for the 
introduction of large electrical works, requiring courage and 
enterprise, into Great Britain, the country which, less than a 
century ago, prided itself upon the possession of those 
qualities in a greater degree than any other of the world's 
communities, 

The culmination of the report of the Institution lies in 
the proposal to bring the facts directly under the notice of 
Lord Salisbury, as Prime Minister, and therefore the source 
from which remedial legislation can flow. It is not too 
much to say that the responsibility resting on the shoulders 
of the Government to form a right judgment in this 
matter is one from which it cannot lightly escape; for 
such action or inaction as follows upon its appreciation of 
the gravity of the issue will determine for good or evil the 
course of what is likely to be, in its social and industrial 
conse juences during the next half century, the most far- 
reaching industrial development which this country has yet 
experienced, 


There are not wanting indications that the public, at any 
rate, are awakening to a realisation of the position. The 
difficulty lies in the congested state in which much-needed 
legislation finds itself under the ill-adapted centralised 
system by which such matters are controlled among us, and 
in the consequent reluctance of Governments to add to th 
accumulation of subjects with which they are pressed fro= 
all sides to deal. It is only by impressing the Ministry for 
the time being with the relative importance of some specific 
question over others of less urgency that precedence can be 
secured for it. Hence the necessity for a widespread 
consensus of opinion as to the need of reform in legislation 
and State-departmental methods and action in the field of 
electrical development ; and it is much to be desired that 
the Press generally will continue to lay stress on the urgency 
of such reform until relief is obtained. 


R. Percy Sellon. 


The Design of Continuous Current Machines. 


In your issue of April 25th, Mr. Hindle makes some very 
interesting remarks on continuous current dynamos, and 
attempts to obtain a general formula applicable to their 
design. After making some very reasonable assumptions ав 
to flux density in pole pieces and roots of teeth, and assuming а 
peripheral speed in terms of armature diameter, &c., Mr. 
Hindle gets out his first factor :— 


025 p? 
100 


This appears to fairly represent modern practice, even with 
larger machines than he states it is applicable to. 

Presumably Mr. Hindle was considering only bi-polar 
machines, but, on trial, I find that if one correcta for the 
number of poles, this factor still fairly represents average 
practice, | 

The next factor, 55 as representing the total gross area 
of slots, is about right, taking Mr. Hindle at his word, when 
he says that this value is excessive when applied to large 
modern machines, for, in the case of a large traction generator, 
against which I have tested this factor, the total gross area 
comes out about equal to p', assuming D = diam. of 
armature in inches. But I have not failed to observe that 
Mr. Hindle's approximations are intended to apply to much 
smaller machines. 

But coming to the two remaining factors :— 

/ D 

12 

10,000 
Мр’ 

I confess I am much puzzled, for 1 certainly was not 
aware that the space factor," representing the ratio of the 
total cross-sectional area of copper in a slot, to the crors- 
sectional area of the slot itself, had any direct connection 
with the armature diameter. | 

The space factor is principally dependent upon the thickness 
of insulation required, and consequently is pre-eminently a 
function of the voltage of the machine. 

Trying to establish a relation between the current density 
and diameter of armature, also, appears very puzzling and 
subject to the same criticism as the space factor. 

With these two exceptions, Mr. Hindle's attempt appears 
to be admirable, and no doubt Mr. Hindle will explain these 


Total flux 


Space factor = 


and current density factor = 


seeming anomalies in his promised article in the Practial 


Engineer. 
Fielder J. Hiss. 


- Electric Wiring Methods of To-day. 


I gather from Mr. Joy's letter that he suggests a new 
departure to enable him to bend “split” or open seam " 
tube—viz., by a heating process, which would certainly 
destroy the enamel, and cause the tube to deteriorate when 
buried in plaster or cement. | 

With a good welded tube a practical man is-able to make 
any angle or bend required, in a very short time without any 
accessories, 

I note that Mr. Joy is not aware that “insulated tube 


1 
| 


-—— 
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ends” 816 SCrewed on all welded tubes behind switchboards, 
&c., where the edges would otherwise be devoid of insulating 
materi | a 
Judging by the tone of Mr. Joy's letter, I should certainly 
think that his experience of complete draw-in conduit 
systems is somewhat limited. 
‚М. E. Heaton. 


Newport, Mon., May 10th, 1902. 


L.C.C. Specifications. 


Herewith I enclose you copy of correspondence with the 
London County Council, which will probably be of intercst 
to the electrical world. 

W. Davenport, 
Secretary, The National Electrical 
Manufacturers’ Association. 


London, May 7th, 1902. 


| April 16th, 1902. 
G. Gomme, Esq., 
Clerk of the London County Council, 
Spring Gardens, 8.W. 
Dear Bir, — Your letter of January 9th last, asking for tenders for 
electric lamps, together with your specification for same, is before 
me. In this specification you stipulate that the lamps shall be of 


. English make, and you further bind those who tender to certain 


labour requirements which can only apply to goods made in this 
country. 
We are informed that you have accepted the tender of the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Company, whose lamp works are iu Vienna. 
I am instructed to draw your attention to this, and to ask your 
assurance that English-made lamps only will be accepted.— Yours 
faithfully, 
(Signed) W. DAvENPORT, 
Secretary, The National Electrical Manufacturers! Association. 


County Hall, Spring Gardens, S. W. 
| April 23rd, 1952. 

Sir,—I am directed to k you for your letter of the 16th inat., 
and to say that the Cou were aware that the lamps supplied by 
the Brush Electrical Engineering Company would be foreign-made. 
On the next occasion of inviting tenders for electric lampe, firms 
will be asked to send in two quotations, one for English-made lamps 
and the other for foreign-made lamps.—I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) а. Оомме, 
| Clerk of the Council. 
The Secretary of the 
National Electrical Manufacturers’ Association. 


Guernsey Telephone Accounts. 


The accounts of the Guernsey telephone system, which 
have been published far and wide, are highly interesting. 
But might i ask an explanation as to how the 43 employ cs 
set out in the schedule are paid ? 

The following seems to be the basis, as far as I can 
interpret the accounts :— 


Expenses of management £55 5s. 5d., including salaries - 


of manager and engineer ; or, say, £26 each per annum. 

Operators’ salaries £405 5s. 11d., among eighteen 
operators ; or £22 10s. 4d. each per annum. 

Office salaries £128 178. 6d., among two clerks and six 
inspectors ; or £16 28. 3d. each per annum. 
. I exclude linesmen and labourers (13) and the two 
foremen, who are, it is to be presumed, chiefly on new 
installation work, and paid from capital account (save for 
such wages as are included in “ repairs ") ; but it certainly 
seems that Guernsey must be an excellent place to get away 
from, if the above represents standard rates of pay for com- 
petent officials, 

Not a Channel-Islander. 


Locating Faults in Cables. 


I have a suggestion to make upon the subject of “ cable 
testing, on which I shall be pleased to have the opinion of 
persons interested in this work, It is chiefly in connection 
with armoured lead-covered mains, distributors, feeders or 
service cables. In the first place, consider a three-wire 
solid system distributor with armoured and lead-covered 
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service cables, either concentric, triple or single; it is much 
more reasonable for the fault to exist in the service (cables 
or cable), and it is in nine cases out of ten that the lead is 
partially insulated from earth. Now suppose a pick or other 
instrument damages the armour and lead, it is certain that 
the lead will then become live at or nearly at the same poten- 
tial as the damaged cable. Assuming 20 or 50 such services 
in connection with the distributor, it would be a difficult 
matter to disconnect every service and find the fault. I 
have tried the following: After examination of the service 
connections and disconnection of consumers’ wiring, you 


Armour, 
arn. 
«— Lead, 


: 
8 
"- 


+ 


Three-wire 
solid system. 


Consumer’s 
terminals 


Fault. 


Fia. 1.—THREE- WIRE SOLID SYSTEM w»rH LEkAD-COVERED 
SERVICES. Pressure, 400 volts between outers. 


test the faulty cable to the lead as shown on sketch. A 
fault occurs at к on the negative cable, you earth the 
positive or neutral at works, and then test every consumer’s 
service from, inside each building until you come to the 
faulty one; if no service is faulty it is then in the dis- 
tributor, which is tested by the ordinary methods. I think 
you will be able to see clearly what the method is. The fault 
being at F on the negative, the lead is sure to be the same 
potential as negative ; you then take a suitable voltmeter and 
test at each service from the neutral or positive cable to the 
lead of the negative or whichever the fault is on. | 


Lead 
Copper, 
Insulation 


ч 
B 
| Ё 
< 
Bingle |. 


armoured 
cable. 


Fig. 2. 


The same to be done to the other cable or cables entering a buiiding 
according to the system, two or three-wire. 


]f you test from the positive to & service cable which is 
good, you obtain no deflection, but when you touch the 
faulty cable you obtain deflection according to resistance of 
fault, and I have personally found out the fault out of 34 con- 
sumers connected to distributors. Also the test is more 
useful when dealing with armoured lead-covered mains. 

Sketch 2 :—a and b ів an armoured distributor with a 
tapping for service c. At every joint box attach a wire as 
shown inside every joint box from a to c on the lead only, 
but not touching the box or b. The idea is to test from inside 
с, service house, whence you can test right up to the next 
service box; then do the same as before. Suppose a fault 
occurs in a network, locate distributor, then try every service 
as before, and you could locate the fault between two con- 
sumers ; also with lead-covered mains run solid in troughs 
or conduit, you could do exactly the same but not where lead 
wiped joint boxes are used, because the continuity of the lead 
affects the idea. | 

I shall be pleased to hear your view of this arrangement 
and if it has been tried before. 


Wolverhampton, May 6th, 1902. 


E. F. Cox, 
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Sparking Trouble. 7 


I,am engaged on a piece of work (a magnet actuating а 
brake) that has a rocking make-and-break contact, with very 
little travel, во the contact is not a good one. The magnet 
is wound for 100 volte, and works off an electric light 
installation. 
|: I should be grateful to learn what I can do to reduce to a 
minimum the sparking—are there any recent books dealing 
with the subject ? 

Student. 


[SPECIAL ARTICLES. 


WHEN Oliver Goldsmith sought to satirise some of the 
men and manners of his time he invented a Chinese philoso- 
pher, called him Lien Chi Altangi, and in the guise of 
correspondence to Eastern friends wrote a series of essays 
including such subjects as The Degeneracy of some of 
the English Nobility,” and a “ Description of а Club of 
Authors.’ During the course of a libel action, Cowen v. 
Labouchere, just concluded by the disagreement of the jury, 
some indication was given that a real Chinese philosopher 
was likely to publish his experiences in this country. By 
all account Lo Fen Gluh, the Chinese Ambassador to the 
Court of St. James’s, is a man of much learning and keen 
perception. We hope no impediment may be placed in the 
way of his giving to the Western world a full account of his 
experiences and his impressions. We ought to know what 
he thinks of our mandarins, and he might be persuaded to 
give some “ Description of a Club of Articles,” with parti- 
culars of the process whereby a definite article becomes an 
indefinite article, and the area for membership thereby in- 


definitely increased. Asa student we do not doubt so 


learned a man as Lo Fen Gluh knows that in the science 
and art of advertising it is an axiom that a publication 
which is distributed gratuitously is usually without value as 
an advertising medium. We hope Lo Fen Gluh may be per- 
suaded to tell us how it is that so many of his Western friends 
were not cognisant of such a fact. But the main feature of 
the journal of the Chinese philosopher should be an account 
of the almost regal progress of his renowned fellow country- 
man to the centres of industry, with a statistical statement 
of the results to commerce in general and Commerce in parti- 
cular. We repeat our hope that nothing may hinder such a 
publication. There should be in it some most useful lessons. 


REVIEWS. 


An Elementary Treatise on Alternating Currents. By W.G. 
RHobks, M.Sc. London: Longmans, Green & Co. 
1902. 


The author gives a fairly complete survey of the mathe- 
matical theory of single and polyphase alternating currents. 
He treats of “root-mean-square” values, vector algebra, 
pewer measurement, transformers, converters, and all the 
various kinds of motors, Naturally the treatment is at 
times of a very sketchy character, but the beginner can 
easily supplement what is given by information from other 
sources. This book is an excellent introduction to the sub- 
ject, and will enable the intelligent student to understand 
the works of Steinmetz, and the more advanced papers on 
the theory of alternating currents, without much difficulty. 
It is written for * practical engineers, university honours 
students, and the more advanced students in technical 
schools.“ A slight acquaintance with the calculus, and 
familiarity with algebra and trigonometry, are pre-supposed. 

Mr. Rhodes begins by assuming sine curves of P.D. and 
current, as by their means the beginner gets a general 
notion of what happens in an alternating current circuit. 
We think, however, that he pushes the sine curve theory a 
little too far. His reasoning about the “equivalent sine 
curve" is not convincing. It is doubtless possible to 
“calculate the effects of hysteresis and eddy currents" on 
the assumption of equivalent sine curves, but the formule 


are only rough appreximations, For example, in the 
formula for eddy currents given on p. 108, it appears that 
the loss due to eddy currents is proportional to the square 
of the maximum induction density, yet the more correct 
formula given two pages further on shows that it varies as 
the square of the applied voltage. : 

On p. 16 we are led to infer that the coefficients of 
induction in coils containing iron are approximately con- 
stant so long as the induction in the iron does not approach 
saturation. The permeability of iron, however, is only 
constant for very minute magnetising forces, and hence the 
assumption that there are coefficiente of induction in 
ordinary alternate current apparatus is a large one. The 
difficulty might be got over by considering equivalent 


- inductances" or something of that nature, but then, of 


course, the book would be getting too advanced for 
beginners. Perhaps also this is the reason why the theory 
of the power factor is hardly touched upon, and the old 
puzzle about “lag” and “lead” not cleared up. 

The chapter on vector algebra is a very good one, and 
Rayleigh's solution of the problem of mutually reactive 
circuits in parallel follows easily from it. This is the 
fashionable method of treating alternating current problems in 
America and on the Continent, and no electrician can afford 
to be ignorant of it. There is something very attractive 


about V — 1, but, like the method of duality, its use has 
been much overrated. It has to be remembered that, after 
all, it is only strictly applicable to sine curves. 

We were disappointed with the author's omissions in the 
theory of the transformer. From ah historical point of 
view his treatment is interesting, and he shows that 
Maxwell’s equations can be got very simply, but there are no 
formule given for the connection between the ampcre-turns 
on the primary and secondary, or even for the secondary 
voltage. These could have been easily proved, and it seems 
to us that beginners would appreciate working out examples 
on them. "The formula given for the efficiency is & very 
quaint one, and is decidedly more complicated thgn the 
following, which is true for any commercial transformer :— 


w QW 
4 ( WI vi; J 


where n is the efficiency when the primary load is wi, Wọ the 
primary watts on open secondary circuit, v, the primary 


Volts, and Q = в + =, where R and 8 are the resistances 


of the primary and secondary coils, and n is the ratio of the 
secondary to the primary turns. 

We doubt whether the ordinary reader will understand the 
characteristic curves given for synchronous motors. We 
think that it would have been better if the parts of the curves 
corresponding to possible but unstable positions of equi- 
librium were dotted. We should have liked.a fuller treatment 
of the induction motor ; thelittle that has been given is well 
done. In the methods of measuring power given, the elec- 
trostatic wattmeter has been omitted. The resonance 
method might also have been given with advantage, but in 
our opinion the electrostatic wattmeter is the most suitable 
for measuring very low power factors. In tne Appendices 
Mr. Rhodes gives some neat mathematical solutions. We 
were especially pleased with his treatment of the problem of 
“n” mutually reactive circuits in parallel. 

Those electricians who wish to improve their mathe- 
matical knowledge of the subject would do well to read this 
work. They will then be no longer tronbled about such 
subjects as the ratio of transformation of rotary converters, 
and we hope that they will cease to multiply their wattmeter 
readings on three-phase circuits by У 3. 


The Elements of Physical Chemistry. By Harry О, Jones, 
Associate Professor of Physical Chemistry in the Johns 
Hopkins University. New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany. London: Macmillan & Co., Limited. 1902. 
Price, 178. 1d. net. 

There can be no doubt that physical chemistry is a most 


important branch of science, and one which has been greatly 
neglected in the past, if, indeed, it is not somewhat so still. 


The position of aMairs relating to it is rather peculiar, because 


"e 
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although there has been a recognised chemical side to physics 
since the earliest days of that science, until within the last 
15 years or so, the physical side of chemistry has been ignored. 
In other words, while our physicists, even the patriarchs and 
pioneers, were keenly alive to the necessity of studying 
elementary chemistry, recording experiments and formu- 
lating theories on the borderland of the two sciences, their 
chemical brethren left this fruitful field severely alone, and 
limited their studies to the behaviour of atoms rather than of 
molecules. And until quite recently physical chemistry has 
also had to. struggle for recognition for a totally different 
reason. Many of our chemists look somewhat con- 
temptuously upon the inorganic branch of the science, 
alleging, in deed if not in word, that inorganic chemistry is 
worked out; so that professors and students coquet with 
closed chains and substances with impossible names, until the 
cynic may be forgiven for defining chemistry as a study of 
carbon compounds alone. Fortunately there are signs now- 
adays of a reaction : electro-chemistry and electro-metal- 
lurgy have become so important that their claims to investi- 
gation can no longer be put aside ; tbe benzene ring has 
been found not to inclose the sum of human knowledge, and 
the mysterious laws of thermo-chemistry and electrolysis 
have at length asserted their right to attention. On the 
other hand, a vast amount of good work has been done by a 
small number of physical chemists during the past two 
decades, work which is stillscattered over many journals, and 
which is therefore inaccessible to the ordinary student, and 
apt to be forgotten or overlooked by him. 

In such circumstances as these, a volume which contains 
within its covers a summary of the investigations made by 
the older physicists as well as an account of those instituted 
by the later physical chemists cannot be other than welcome ; 
and when, as in the book before us, that work is described 
lucidly, in reasonably clear language, and with clarity and 

- precision, we can only thank the author for having helped 
to fill a distinct want. Мг. Jones's volume contains chapters 
on atoms and molecules, gases, liquids, solids, solutions, 
thermo - chemistry, electro - chemistry, photo - chemistry, 
chemical dynamics and equilibrium, and measurements of 
chemical activity. The portions of the book dealing with 
solutions and electro-chemistry can be safely commended : 
our author does not exactly make the subject of ions intelli- 
gible, but he bravely strives, and with some measure of 
success, to render it less unintelligible than it usually 
is. His chapter on thermo-chemistry is brief, for he says, 
“ This subject has never acquired that prominence which for 
a long time it scemed likely to attain, partly because the data 
are often so complex that it is difficult to interpret them and 
discover their meaning." That, no doubt, is “ partly " 
true; but if more investigators would take up this branch of 
science and work it systematically, the results would well 
repay their labours, and would ultim :tely yield matter of the 
highest value to the pure man of science and to the indus- 
trialist alike. 

We have read Mr. Jones’s volume with considerable profit 
and pleasure, not a little of the latter being due to the com- 
mendable absence of those Americanisms which often irritate 
the student on this side of the Atlantic, who still has some 
respect for the beautiful language which has been handed 
down to us through the centuries, but which is sometimes 
made almost incomprehensible to the effete Britisher by the 
curiosities of diction invented by the journalist of the 
States. 


P 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Books Received.—'* Congres International d' Electricité, 
Paris, 18—25 Aout, 1900." Rapports et Proces-Verbaux publics, 
par les soins de M. E. Hospitalier. Paris: Gauthier-Villars, 1901. 

"'Twenty-seventh Annual Report of the Yorkshire College, Leeds, 
1900-01." Leeds: The Yorkshire College. 


Polyphase Machinery Contracts, — The — British 
Schuckert Electric Company, Limited, have received recently 
several important contracts for alternating current work, including 
two 600-kw. two-phase generators for tbe Corporation of Coventry; 
one three-phase generator and two three-phase motors for the Oak- 
bank Oil Company ; two three-phase generators and three three- 
phase motors for the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company. 
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Electrica] Wares Exported. 
Wssx uma May 14тн, 1001. Wass mme May 18TH, 1902. 


Adelaide T .. Value £47 Alexandria .. Vs .. Value £42 
т Teleg. wire .. 5 74 Amsterdam ex ee .. 102 
Alexandria .. v "m eo» 152 Bombay is 2 ee с 98 
Amsterdam s и .. 80 Boulogne és a . 65 
Auckland. xs T . 120 | T Teleg. instruments. 200 
Bombay T va 5 19 , Caloutta .. xs vs , 

ЕТ Teleg. wire xi 88 | РА Teleg. wire ..° 180 
Brisbane. Teleg. cable.. .. 61 | CapeT „> . .. 828 
Buenos Ayıes T 51 Colombo e e 103 

". Teleg. mat.. 688 Copenhagen ss А 87 
» Teleg. wire 800 ï Teleg. wire 42 
Cape Town. ве - .. 100 ! Delagoa Ba as is .. 508 
Christiania .. T - - 46 | Durban И va a ee 1,183 
- Teleg. cable vs 22 ' East London a ss . 790 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 82 Gibraltar "€ „ 22 
Demerara. Teleg. apparatus 44 Gothenburg zs ae T 11 
l rban ee oe oe .. 1,918 | Hamburg oe oe oe ee 209 
Fiume T 5 - .. 807 | Lyttleton .. T T ES 20 
Ghent аә T m - 13 Madras si oe 2i - 80 
Gibraltar ах Ке xx H9 Melbourne. ia i . 445 
Gothenburg. Teleg. wire m 14 Perth Re ss Pe ee 420 
Halifax. Teleg. wire "E ee 20 | Port Elizabeth ee oe ee 68 
Hong Kong .. i . . . 8840 Shanghai ae к 303 
Kobe .. - Ya ES .. 172 Singapore i x ee 290 
Kure. Teleg. cable is . . 11,687 | Stockhom. Teleph. cable. 196 
Launceston .. es $5 "s 45 Wellington .. oe ee 425 
Liban e 0 .. o. 32 | Yokohama .. .. o. 620 
Malta "P ` 46 
Melbourne - 23 .. 888 | 
vi Teleg. mat. . . 8,44 
Montreal =e isk ра 24 
N. Atlantic, 888 knots teleg. cable — | 
Odessa zs На ке РЕ 95 
Penang Eco би шап Ae 9 
Pert... 43 
Port Chalmers. és . 285 
Shanghai oe ee ee е» 98 | 
Singapore .. sos <a .. 171 
Sydney eo os oe ee 1,582 t 
Trieste. Teleg. cable .. . . 1,928 
Wellington .. ee T .. 627 | ! 
Yokohama .. = “з 1,528 | 
Tota] .. 250, 550 | Total  .. £8,910 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


| New York. Elec.mat. Value £180 

Australian Electrical News.—Our contemporary, the 
Australian Hardware and Machinery Journal, says that some three 
years ago an experimental installation of electricity for carriage 
lighting was made on the Queensland Northern Railways. The 
system proved very successful, and 26 carriages are now lighted in 
this manner, the accumulators being placed at the end of the 
carriage and the power generated from the axle. Though it costs 
more than gas in the first instance, it is said to be cheaper in the 
eud. 

The same contemporary says that the return to the House of 
Representatives called for by Mr. Thomas, M.H.R., is questioned 
by that gentleman. The total shows 577 makers of electrical plant 
in all the States, of whom 223 sre in Victoria. It is admitted that 
176 of the Victorians are employed in attending on electrical plants. 
The 87 recorded in West Australia are all similarly engaged. Of 
the 32 in Tasmania only one is really employed in manufacturing, 
the other 31 being electricians and linesmen. At least 500 of the total 
are employed in attendance on 34 plante, all of which have been 
imported. 

We also gather from the same exchange that the Sydney Council 
expects to call for tenders for certain electric lighting work about 
the end of May, the work to beunder way within three months and 
completed about a year later. 

An electrical installation Was recently completed at the 
Carrington Hospital,Camden. The occasion is of special importance 
as marking the introduction of electricity as an illuminant in the 
hospitale of the State. In this particular case 135 lights have been 
installed, giving a total of 2,000 с.р. The whole cost, including 
engines and dynamos, amounted to £990. 


Automatic Starting Switches. — The automatic 
starting switch, which we illustrate on p. 810, has been designed to 


meet the demand for a switch which will give absolute protection 


to the motor at a moderate cost. It is a Holmes-Broadbent patent, 
and is being manufactured by Messrs. Hodgson, Wright & Wood, 
of Halifax. The mechanism is enclosed ina fireproof cast-iron box, 
and is readily accessible by removing the iron cover. It includes a 
double-pole main switch as well as a starter, and it is absolutely 
impossible to close this switch before all the resistance has been 
inserted. Tbis D.P. switch is held closed by means of a shunt or 
series coil, which releases and opens the D.P. circuit as soon as the 
supply fails. As soon as the D.P. switch is closed (by means of the 
handle outside the box) a trigger is released which allows the switch 
arm to travel over the contacts, due to the action of a weight and 
air dashpot. The speed of cutting out of the resistance i8 abso- 
lately out of the control of the operator, but can be set to a fixed 
rate by someone ia authority, according to the load on the motor, 
after which the lid istealed up. The switches are therefore claimed 
to be specially suitable for motors connected with Corporation supply 
mains. The rate of cutting-out of resistance may be varied from 
a few seconds to three minutes ; terminals are provided 
at the bottom of the case — two positive, two negative, 
and опе field. A {ше or overload circuit breaker can 
be provided icside the case, but this is not recommended; 
small carbon leading finger is fixed to the switch arm, 
which takes up all sparks and so ensures a clean and smooth surface 
for the brush to travel over. The resistances are designed accord- 
ing to the length of time they are required to be in circuit, and are 
made of high resistance wire wound on asbestos tubes, and made up 


Е 


„ hie L. M ä M ——— 


810 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 50. No. 1,277, May 16, 1902. 


into a frame, which isSreadily accessible at the back of the case. 
The switch is claimed {to be especially {suitable for large motors 
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AUTOMATIC STARTING SWITCH, 


which start fully loaded, motor pumps, hoists, motor hydro-ex- 
tractors, motor fans, and motor printing machines. The figure shows 
the switch in the '' off" position. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—At Wednesday's sitting of 
the London Bankruptcy Court last week, held before Mr. Registrar 
Giffard, the public examination of George Willie Clarke, electrical 
engineer, Jate of Ethelburga Road, Harold Wood, and 15, High 
Street, Grays, was brought to a conclusion. The debtor started the 
Harold Wood business in November, 1900, and opened the Grays 
shop in August, 1901. During the month following he took an 
office and showroom at 117, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. He closed 
the Grays premises in November, 1901, and in December he executed 
a deed of assignment, upon which these proceedings were based. 
The accounts show total liabilities £5,269 17s. 1d., of which £3,373 
5s. 2d. are expected to rank, against net assets £414 9s. 7d. 


British Imports of Foreign Electrical Goods and 
Apparatus.—The appended table shows the value of the “ elec- 
trical. goods and apparatus " imported into the United Kingdom 
during each month of the past two years:— 


1901. 1900. 
January sa s a T £94,817 £68,158 
February $5 P ee 97, 26 60,160 
March.. Es 84 es 180,076 73,085 
April .. E MS st 855 86,629 58,714 

ay .. Ру "m äs ee 90,281 е 
June .. vs 9 х so 54,367 86,171 
July .. vs 55 es es 42,107 129,023 
August ; E Ric: esa 42,096 148,817 
September 46,651 97,107 
October ux T Po 52,961 174,524 
November .. ec và Ms 58,029 149,087 - 
December 54,447 147,205 

Total for 12 months : . 4849, 257 £1,265,965 


Brown, Boveri- Parsons Type Steam Turbines.— 
In the works of Messrs. Brown, Boveri et Cie., at Baden, the last trials 
аге in progress of a turbo-alternator of 5,000 н.р. This machine, 
says l'Industrie Electrique, is intended for the municipal electricity 
works of Frankfort, and generates alternating current, single or 
three-phase, at a pressure of 2,500 volts, rotating at à speed of 1,000 
revolutions a minute. The guaranteed consumption of steam per 
Kw.-hour generated is 7 kilogrammes, superheated to 300° C., at a 
pressure of 13 kg. рег sq. cm., which would correspond in a piston 
engine of the same power to a consumption of 4'2 kg. per 1. H. p. 
Besides numerous turbo-generators of powers varying from 
150 to 3,000 H.., Messrs. Brown, Boveri are constructing 
at this moment a second machine of the same power, and intended 
for the electricity works of Milan. 


Cable Contracts.—We are informed that during the last 
week contracts for cables were placed with the British Insulated 
Wire Company for extensions by Ashton-under-Lyne T.C. ; Bromp- 
ton and Kensington E.S. Co., Ltd. ; Farnworth U.D.C. ; Kensington 
and Knightsbridge E.S. Co., Ltd.; the Corporations of Dublin, 
Harrogate, Chesterfield, Portsmouth and Brighton; the Ogmore 
Valley Electric Company, and Willesden U.D.C.; in addition to tram- 
way cables for the B. E. T. at Jarrow and South Shields, and telephone 
cables for the Glasgow Corporation. One British industry at least 
appears to be flourishing. 


Catalogues, &c,—Messrs. R. W. Blackwell & Co., Ltd., 
of 59, City Road, have sent us an illustrated catalogue of their 
“ Standard " and Universal“ electric motors and generators, lino- 
type geared motors, desk and ventilating fans. 

We have received from the Edison & Swan United Electric Light 
Co., Ltd., a copy of a brochure just issued, containing illustrations 
of some of the latest designs in artistic electric light fittings. 

Messrs. Royce, Ltd., of Manchester, have issued a new list of 
their motors and dynamos, which are made to stock, ready for 
immediate delivery, in various sizes from 2 to 24 B. H.P., and for 
various voltages, open, enclosed, and semi-enclosed. 

We have received from the Electrical Company, Limited, price 
list No. 4, dealing with generators for single and polyphase alter- 
nating currents. These are designed with either the armature or 
the field stationary, for belt or rope driving and for direct coupling, 
and the list gives particulars of sizes ranging from 30 to 6,400 xw., 
as well as information as to the weights, efficiencies, and other 
characteristics of the machines. 

The Western Electric Company have issued a very fine catalogue 
of their telephone switchboards and accessories. Besides giving 
prices of switchboards up to 200 lines, with every conceivable 
accessory for construction, both within and without the exchange, 
excellent half-tone illustrations of very large multiple boards and of 
other features of a big exchange are given. Minor details are also 
well illustrated, there being 52 pages devoted solely to this purpose. 
The list is decidedly impressive. 

The 1902 edition of the well-known volume —'' Electricity "— of 
the General Electric Co. (1900), Limited, has just come to hand. 
We confess to a feeling of alarm when we think of reviewing this 
enormous work; we can only dip into it here and there. And first 
we notice a ground plan of the company's new works at Witton, 
near Birmingham, where they are concentrating their various 
establishments; the site covers 110 acres, and the electric power 
station which will provide motive power for the works will be 
equipped with plant of 5,000 т.н.р. An interesting feature is the 
carbon works, where all kinds of carbons for arc lamps, dynamo 
brushes, primary cells, &c., will be manufactured by special 
machinery. The employés of the Witton works are to be well 
accommodated iu respect of lavatories and dining rooms, and cottages 
are to be built on the estate. The catalogue proper consists 
principally of the various sections issued during the past 12 months, 
and reviewed from time to time in these columns. The goods 
listed have been methodically classed and grouped in such a manner 
as to bring all like things together; the result is most successful, as 
з trial at once shows—any article out of about 100,000 can be at once 
located, and the indexes are admirable. Weights and measures 
with metrical equivalente, sample estimates, &c., provide for the 
needs of foreign and colonial customers. There are 11 sections, 
occupying about 1,000 pages and dealing with all kinds of electrical 
fittings and appliances. The section on fixtures and glassware 
occupies 272 pages, and an extraordinary variety of art metal 
fittings is shown—all of which, we understand, are of British mann- 
facture. Special features are the company’s standardised switch- 
boards and switches, Robertson" lamps, wires and conduita, 
Stanley measuring instruments and Aron meters, Angold arc lamps, 
traction material (a new section) Byng-Hawkins dynamos and 
motors, heating and cooking appliances, bells, telephones, and 
medical electrical apparatus. The volume concludes with a number 
of half-tone process illuustrations of installations carried out by the 
G.E.C. The G.E.C. catalogue has appcared about every two years 
for the last 20 years, and is not merely an up-to-date reference 
book—it is of distinct educational value. 


Chance for Hudderstield. — Great interest is being 
taken in a project to form a company at Huddersfield to introduce 
as a new industry a large concern for the manufacture of general 
electrical appliances. It is stated that an electrical engineering 
firm of high repute has offered to find £20,000 for the purpose of 
establishing works in Huddersfield, if local capitaliste are willing 
to embark about £100,000 more. Further particulars are given in 
our Notes columns. 


Coronation IIIuminations.— We understand that the 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., have recently taken an order 
from one firm alone for 225,000 of their B. T. H.-Edison incandes- 
cent lamps. Allowing for what the other eleotrical companies are 
doing in this direction, and the steps taken by electricity supply 
authorities, both to illuminate their own buildings, and to facilitate 
the supply of electricity to the public, there is good reason to 
anticipate a blaze of electricity on June 26th and 27th. 

Mr. J. T. Booth, of Burleigh House, Holloway, is making wooden 
crowns, letters, &c., fitted with batten lampholders for illumination 
purposes. The devices are made in various sizes, two of the crowns, 
for instance, having respectively 37 and 53 holders fitted. 


Cryselco Lamps.— We learn from © Cryselco, Limited," 
that the unprecedented increase in their business hag compelled 
them to supplement their means of output, by laying down a 
100-н.р. Dowson gas generating plant, with Crossley gas engines. 
The Admiralty has just placed an order for 30,000 lamps with the 
company. 


Electric Power for Printers,—A neat brochure bear- 
ing the above title has been issued by Messrs. A. W. Penrose and 
Co., of 109, Farringdon Road, E.C. The illustrations show various 
types of printing machinery driven by electric motors, while the 
letterpress draws attention to the advantages of the system, and 
gives data as to the cost as compared with old-fashioned methods of 


driving. Copies may be had by any printer free on application to 
the firm. 
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Finsen Light Apparatus.—The Sanitas Electrical 
Company, Limited, of 74, Soho Square, W., are supplying the 
" Dermo" lamps for use in applying the "'Finsen" light cute 
method. It із said to require only 5 amperes in order to produce, 
within three minutes, the same effect as that produced by the old 
Finsen lamp within an hour. The initial cost is very low, and а 


practitioner can carry out the treatment in his own consulting 


room. The pressure glass is in the “ Dermo” lamp replaced by а 
disc of rock crystal which is pressed immediately against the skin 
and forms the objective lens of the tube, as it were. The patient feels 


Fic. 1. 


no sensation of heat, the temperature at a distance 4 in. from the 
arc light is not higher than 72? F. The irritating effect of the 
chemical rays is very obvious when this lamp is used. After a few 
minutesa well-marked erythema develops in a perfectly painless 
manner, and may persist for several months. The figure shows 
the construction of the apparatus. The lamp consists of a hollow 
windowed cylinder a, within which are fixed the exchangeable iron 
electrodes with water cooling apparatus. The casing is supported 
by a handle c, which receives both the conductors of current and a 
water-supply tube. The complete apparatus, therefore, is insulated 
in the most thorough manner; all parte, being conductors of elec- 
tricity, are concealed in ita interior, so that it is impossible for the 
operator to receive an electric shock. The hollow cylinder a may 
be readily unscrewed from the handle c. By simple pressure upon 
a spring d fixed to the handle the arc is formed, and the lamp 
made ready for use. The screw c regulates the amplitude of the 
arc. The rays issue through a tube f, projecting from one side 
of the case and terminating in a convex rock-crystal lens i, such 
lens at the same time serving as а pressure glass,” as used by Prof. 
Finsen in addition to the light-cure apparatus proper. As, 
practically speaking, the lamp does not become heated at all, the 
tube / may 5e pressed against the part of the body to be treated and 
the rays allowed to take effect in close proximity thereto. More- 
over, the rock-crystal lens is removable, so that the light may be 
applied direct. Long and thin extension-pieces, in the shape of 
speculum, may also be screwed to the tube for insertion into the 
vagina, the cavity of the mouth, or the rectum, and thus permit the 
deeper-lying organs to be treated. A second aperture is provided 
in the cylinder itself, to meet those cases where it is desired to 
cause the source of light to act upon the body in almost immediate 
proximity without the interposition of the pressure-lens. When 
not in use, the opening g is closed up with blue glass, and serves as 
a window for observing the arc. The handle greatly adds to 
the convenience of this lamp: where the lamp is to be made 
stationary, the bandle may readily be secured to a table or chair by 
means of a vice. The electrodes are arranged in such a manner 
that the current aud water are conducted through two short tubes, 
which terminate in a sleeve upon which the iron points are fixed. 
When the iron points become worn out, as they do after having 
been used about 8 hours, they may readily be exchanged for others. 


Trade Announcements.—We are informed that Messrs. 
Geipel & Lange have been appointed the sole agents for the United 
Kingdom and Colonies of Messrs. Chauvin & Arnoux, of Paris. 

The Thames Valley Launch Co., Ltd., whose chief offices and 
works are at Weybridge, Surrey, announce that they will shortly 
open two new charging stations, one at Windsor and one at Read- 
ing. They offer special advantages to their own customers, t.c., 
those who purchase boats from them or keep their boats with them 
by the year—the chief advantage being-a reduction in the price of 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


811 


energy from 1s. 6d. per unit, the ordinary price charged, to 8d. per 
unit, which makes the cost of running the smaller size of boats 
approximately 2d. per mile. à; 


Flame “Ark” Lamps.—Mesers. Johnson & Phillips 
claim as the striking feature of the flame ark“ lamp, which they 
are now putting on the market, the long life of the carbons with 
one trimming. The lamp is said to give a light of a rich golden 
colour, very becoming, and having high fog penetrating powers 
without using complicated mechanism. Ii is claimed to be moderate 


in first cost, to consume little current, to be economical in carbon 
consumption, and to avoid frequent attendance and trimming. The 
lamps are suitable for indoor or outdoor lighting. Messrs. Johnson 
and Phillips have already made a special feature of '' ark” lamps 
with coloured globes for Coronation illumination, and these flame 
lamps are also suitable for such purposes. 


Spanish Custonis.— The authorities have lately given 
a decision to the effect that plates and cylinders of charcoal and 
graphite, or of artificial carbon, for electric batteries, are dutiable 
under No. 139 of the Tariff, at the rate of 10 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 
(4s. 014. per cwt.), and cylinders of the said materials for arc lamps 
under No. 292, at the rate of 2 pesetas per kilog. (£4 18. 4d. per 
cwt.). 


Summons.— s the result of the case adjourned from 
last month, the Lewisham and District Electric Supply Company 
have been fined £14 and 410 10s. costs for carrying out work in 
Lewisham not in accordance with the plans approved by the L.C.C. 
or the B. of T. 


The Telegraph Wire Export Trade.—So far as the 
year bas gone, the export trade in telegraph wire and apparatus 
connected therewith of this country has not shown anything like 
the activity recorded last year. During last month the shipments 
only attained a value of £54,541, as compared with £36,740 in the 
preceding month, and £548,709 in April, 1901. For the four 
months ending with April the returns show a total of only £803,896, 
which contrasts with £1,377,979 in the first four months of 1901. 


What the British Consuls have to Say.—Llectric 
Tramways in Munich. — Mr. John Ford, his Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affaires at Munich, in a report received at the Foreign Office on 
March 27th last, states that the electric tramways in Munich have 
entirely replaced the horse tramways which had been in existence 
for 25 years. On June 30th, 1901, there were 584 cars running, 
with sitting accommodation for 10,442, and standing room for 
9,146 passengers, and six locomotives with electric accumulators for 
those short distances where overhead wires were not employed. 
The whole system is now 389 miles in length. The number of 
passengers at the uniform fare of 1d. was 44,581,688, and each elec- 
tric car earned on an average about 5d. per km. The electric trim 
system in Munich gives employment to 1,179 persons, of whom 52 
are female. The net income of the year 1900-01 was £31,672, of 
which sum, after payments to the reserve fund, &c., there remained 
£28,603, vieldioz a dividend of 11 per cent. The enormous number 
of accidents occasioned by the electric tramways have led to the 
trial of various safety measures, the best consisting in a net sup- 
ported by an iron frame, which can be instantly lowered by the 
pressure of the driver's foot. m 

Lighting of Schools.— А report concerning the lighting of schools, 
drawn up at the request of the Bavarian Home Office, is quoted by 
Mr. Ford, who gives the following details from the report :—For 
school rooms not higher than four metres, and where gas light is 
already laid on, Auer's incandescent gaslight is considered the 
cheapest. The light is thrown by reflectors on to the ceiling, and 
one flame lights a floor space of 6 to 12 sq. metres. The flame stands 
at a height of about three metres from the floor. Black-boards are 
lit by special reflectors fixed on the boards. The electric arc light 
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with polished metal reflectors and the new Schuckert arc light 


lanterns bave more resemblance to daylight; the first outlay is the 


same as for the Auer light, and the cost of burning only slightly 
higher, and even lower when electric power is obtained at a low 
price. Holophane shades are used. In rooms of 5 metres and higher, 
electric arc light is preferable to incandescent light. One lamp of 


10 amperes is used for a floor space of 43 square metres; two lamps 


of six amperes each, for a floor space of 50 to 60 square metres. 
The arc light requires careful attention. 

The Elektrizitits Aktiengesellschaft (formerly Schuckert & Co.), 
of Niirnberg, according to a recent report on the trade and finances 
of Bavaria for the year 1900-01, employed about 1,000 men less last 
year than in 1900. Their shares quoted about 12 months ago at 245, 
dropped to 95, and are now said to be at 120, and they are reported 
to have paid no dividend in 1900—01, having paid 15 per cent. in 
1898—99 and 1899—1900. On the Berlin Exchange, between 
January 1st, 1899, and October 19th, 1901, electric shares fell 61 
per cent., there having been a loss of £13,540,500, among 21 com- 
panies having a capital of £22,177,500, owing principally to too 
rapid enlargement of their works and over-production. 

The Electric Tramways of Nice.—Consul Alec. McMillan in his 
report on the trade and commerce of the Consular District of Nice 
for the year 1901, states that over 90 miles of lines are in operation. 
The system is partly overhead trolley and partly underground 
conduit, there being four or five miles of the latter in the centre of 
the town. There are 110 motor cars, four locomotives aud €O trail 
cars. About 50 more motor cars have been ordered. Goods, such 
as cement, coal, materials for construction, and other heavy goods 
are carried on some of the lines. The motive power is furnished by 
a transmission line over 20 miles long, and there is also a station 
worked by steam engines of some 2,000 н.р. to be used in case of 
necessity. The underground system is supplied by rotary 
converters. American firms bave supplied the electrical apparatus 
and track materials. The boilers and cars are of French make. 
The daily receipts average about £200. 

Proposed Auto- Trolley Line between Nice and Upper Monte Carlo.— 

A Maltese British contractor, Consul McMillan reports, has obtained 
а concession from the French Government for installing an auto- 
trolley line between Nice and Upper Monte Carlo. The line will 
be 12 miles long, and the gradients will in some places reach 10 to 
11 per cent. The hydro-electric power will be furnished by a 
French company which already supplies the Nice Tramway Com- 
pany. The cars are built for the accommodation of 16 persons, 12 
seated and four standing, and their weight with full complement 
of passengers із not expected to exceed four tons. The wires will 
be suspended from wooden poles in the country, and from iron 
poles io the town. No tram rails are required to be laid down 
under this system, and the cars can deviate to right and left at will, 
crossing and re-crossing the road with as much freedom as an 
ordinary omnibus, and this independently of the overhead con- 
nections to the trolley wires. A small three-phase motor is sus- 
pended between the two conducting trolley-wires, which are set 
12 in. apart; a flexible cable leads the motor current from the 
main line to the car, and the three-phase current from the car to 
the little trolley motor, which runs a little in advance of the car 
itself, in order that the flexible cable may have its proper tension. 
Th: trolley-motor and all its accessories weigh not more than 40 lbs. 
The pressure on the trolley lines will be 500 to 550 volts; the 10,000 
volts three-phase alternating current being transformed through 
rotary converters installed in three sub-stations, one in the middle 
and one at each end of the line. It may be added that lines are 
now being constructed on this system in Marseilles and other 
places. The estimated cost of the 20 kms. of line, including all 
sub-stations, 12 cars and all other material for the working of the 
line will not exceed £40,000. 

Proposed Additions to the Alpes Maritimes Tramiays.— Consul 
McMillan states that the Consul-General of the Alpes Maritimes 
has under consideration a comprehensive programme of additions 
to the existing tramways of the department. 

Electricity in Spain.—About 5 km. from Vivero, in the Con- 
sular district of Corunna (Spain), remarks Vice-Consul Guyatt, 
there is a cotton factory which, utilising a waterfall of 50 н.р. 
in the summer, and a considerably greater one in the winter, is pro- 
ducing at present electricity for the lighting of the town of Vivero 
with incandescent lamps at a very low price. 

Galveston ( Texas).—EHlectricity is largely used in the wharves and 
piers since their reconstruction after they were destroyed by the 
storm of September, 1900. The Mallory Steamship Line pier, con- 
structed by the Galveston Wharf Company, is 1,278 ft. long; the 
sheds cover nearly 250,000 sq. ft., and are of most modern construc- 
tion, with electric freight conveyors for loading and unloading 
cargoes. The pier of the Southern Pacific Railway Company, 
known as Pier B, is 14,000 ft. in length, and 650 ft. in breadth, and 
is stated tc be the largest pier at present existing. According to 
the report of Consul Nugent on the trade of Galveston for the year 
1901, there is room for seven large steamers at the pier at once, and 
nine acres of shed room, fitted up with electric conveyors and 
electric lights, so that work can be carried on both by day and 
night. The arrangements are such, that 320 railway cars can be 
parked at the end of the pier to receive freight from incoming 
vessels, whilst in the centre is a battery " holding 275 cars, ready 
to be drawn on as the unloading progresses. There are 28 electric 
conveyors on Pier B, and it is estimated that 3,500 tons of merchan- 
dise can be discharged in 11 hours. In connection with the pier, a 
500-H.P. electric plant is being erected, and a grain elevator to store 
1,000,000 bushels is also being constructed. 

Water-Power in Sweden.—Vice-Consul Carrick, in his report 
for the year 1901, states that the Sandviken Iron Company, at 
Sandviken, near Gefle, is making a new departure. The directors 
of the company are reported to have entered into a 50 years’ agree- 


ment with the owners of a large waterfall at Uäs, on the Dal River, 
about 35 English miles sonth-west of Sandviken, for the hire of 
about 2,500 H.P. to be used in lieu of coals for the driving of the 
machinery atthe works. The high price of coals, remarks the Vice- 
Consul, has given a distinct impulse to projects for the trans 
forming of water-power to electrical energy for the driving of 
works, &c., 80 that the economic result of the Sandviken scheme vill 
be watched with interest. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Bettwsycoed.—At a D.C. meeting held on 25th ult., it 
was decided not to entertain the application of the National Elec- 
tric Wiring Company for a prov. order to supply electricity for light- 
ing and other purposes. | 


Bradford.—Owing to the greatly increasing pressure of 
the demand for electricity for all purposes, the Corporation has 
decided to advertise for tendera for the completion of the entire 
scheme for new works and plant. Under existing contracts only s 
portion of the new works was being proceeded with. 


Cleckheaton.—The combined electricity works and 
refuse destructors which the U.D.C. is erecting, to the plans and 
specifications of Messrs. Baker & Appleby, the consulting engineers, 
and Mr. Lund, the Council’s surveyor, is well advanced toward: 
completion. Two of the steam dynamos (Belliss-Morcom-J ohnson- 
Lundell) are ready for testing, and it is expected that the third set 
will be also 1eady before the end of the month. The switchboard 
is mounted at Messrs. Dorman & Smiths' works, and the boilers, 
condensers, pumps and steam piping are well in hand. The feeders 
and distributing cables are now being laid in the main streeta. It 
is anticipated that the works will be opened in September. 


Crook Colliery.— Messrs. Pease and Partners, Limited. 
the owners of Bankfoot Colliery, Crook, Durham, are making 
extensive and important alterations, which include the introduction 
of some important electrically-driven machines. Messrs. Pease 
have an electric lighting installation at Peases West which has been 
in existence for about two years, and now the firm is intr. ducing 
four coal-cuttiag machines for long wall work to work in a clay 
seam or seams. An electric ram is also being fitted by a German 
firm at tbe coke ovens, which will load, press coal in and push coke 
out. The weight of the ram ie 70 tons. It will have two motora 
and will be of 30 нр. The Bankfoot works will be lighted on the 
geries system, and at the ovens there will be five arc lamps of 1,000- 
C.P. each. The engine to drive the whole of the electric plant is 
one of Messrs. Robey's, of Lincoln, of 320-1.н.р., with rope gearing. 
The machine will have a capacity of 500 volts and 400 amperes. 
This will drive the four coal-cuttera, the machines in the fitting 
shops and the Bankfoot electric lighting installation. Messrs. Reid 
and Ferens, of Sunderland and Newcastle, and Messrs. Scott and 
Mountain, of Newcastle, have the bulk of the work in hand. 


Dorhing.—The U. D.C. has appointed Mr. Trentham to 
act as consulting engineer in connection with the electric lighting 
scheme. | 


Dudley.—At the meeting of the Town Council last week 
Alderman Dunn presented a statement of the income and expendi- 
ture of the electrical undertaking. They had, he eaid, been very 
much deceived in the meters supplied to them on the recommenda- 
tion of the B. of T, there being a difference of 65 per cent. in the 
amount of energy produced and that registered by the meters—a 
difference which the firm supplying the meters would have to make 
good. The engine put down to work the condensing plant also 
proved unequal to the work, and had to be supplemented by а 
15-H.P. motor. The revenue amounted to £6,117 13s. 3d., and the 
claim they had made amounted to £637 7s. 4d., making, with other 
items, a total of £6,816 6s. 7d. The expenditure included salaries. 
£1,053; coal, £1,934; water, £241; general stores, £128; repag- 
ments and interest on loans, £2,845; and smaller items, making а 
total spent, £6,648, leaving a net profit of £168 7s. The number of 
units generated for traction was 688,678; for private purposes, 
238,292; street lighting, 37,385; station lighting, 10,145; testing, 
3,026—total, 977,824. He believed that no other town had the 
electric light at the same price, and at the same profit. A new 
500-Kw. machine was being laid down, which would bring the power 
of the generating plant up to 1,200 kw. There was a gross profit of 
£3,000. Councillor Bean said that, as part of the estimated income 
was in litigation, it would be better financing to say that there was 
a net loss of £400. 


Epsom.— А resident has complained to the U.D.C. of the 
iotolerable nuisauce caused at the electric light works, stating that 
he had been assured it could be obviated by laying down condenzip: 
plant. It was mentioned that the noise complained of was no: 
caused by the machinery, but by the emission of exhaust steam. 


Farnham.—The U. D. C. has decided to ask Edmundson's 
Electricity Corporation to proceed with their promised invesiiga- 
tions and report for lighting the district, but on the understanding 
that the Council does not pledge itself to adopt electricity. The 
Council already posses:es a provisional order. 
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Frome.—At the U.D.C. meeting on the 5th inst. it was 
decided to apply to the L.G.B. for a loan for electric lighting. 


Germany.—A central electric lighting station and 
an electric tramway are about to be established in the town of 
Hildesheim. 


Godalming.—The T.C. has entered into a contract with 
the Urban Electricity Supply Company to light the district for 10 
years, the period to be determinable at the option of the Council 
in five or seven years. The annual charges are as follow :— Ten 
.750-c.P. arc lamps, £104; 105 50-с.р. incandescent lamps, £390 ; 
109 25-с.р. ditto, £299 15s. ; total, £793 15s. This amount is £100 
less than the present charge for 263 gas lamps, £100 more than an 
offer of the Gas Company to light the district with Welsbach 
burners, but nearly the same as an amended offer of the company 
to improve the lighting at a total annual charge of £788. The 
lamps will burn from sunset till midnight. 


Halifax.— There is likely, in the immediate future, to be 
& party struggle among the members of the municipality on the 
rival claims of gas and electricity. The initial cause of the contest 
is the heavy expenditure during the last 18 months on the extension 
of the gas works. The Council bas agreed to refer the whole sub- 
ject of electricity v. gas to & special committee. 


Harrogate.—The T.C. has resolved to ask sanction to 
borrow £46,000 for purposes of electric light extensions. 


Heston and Isleworth.—Mr. Enright has been 
instructed by the U.D.C. to prepare a scheme for the electric 
lighting of the district. 


Kingston.—The T.C. has decided to push on with the 


arc lamp extensions, in spite of the adverge resolution passed at a 
public meeting last month. 


London.—WrEsTrMiNsTER.—On Wednesday last week 
the underground mains of the Charing Cross and Strand Electricity 
Supply Company fused in Cranbourne Street, and also involved the 
cables of the Metropolitan Electric Supply Company. Nine of the 
disconnecting boxes were destroyed. 


Manchester.—At a recent meeting of the City Council, 
Dr. Bishop stated that the Electricity Committee had never made 
an authorised offer to supply the Stretford district on the same 
terms as the citizens, and on a 12 years’ ie ase. Manchester could not 
recoup itself in a less period than 21 years. The Corporation was 
prepared to meet the Stretford Council in regard to tbe lease, and 
also as to other terms, and the Committee would Ъз able to supply 
сш with energy earlier than was possible by tke district 
itself. 


Mausfield.—The foundation stone of the generating 


station was laid last week. The installation is estimated to cost 
£50,000. 


Middlesbrough.— At a meeting of the E.L. Committee 
of the Corporation on 8th inst., it was reported that the income 
from sal3 of current had been £4,677 1s. 6d. net, and there was a 
gross profit of £2,126 3s. 3d. When payments had been met there 
was a deficit of £071 8s. 2d. On the recommendation of Mr. 
Hammond it was agreed that the charge to consumers be reduced 
from 7d. to 6d. per uit. The following scale of charges for motive 
power was approved: Up to 250 hours’ use per quarter, 2d. per 
unit; between 250 and 500, Jjd.; between 500 and 750, 13d.; 
between 750 and 1,000, 1]d. ; and above 1,000, 1d. | 


Morley.—The deficit on the E.L. undertaking for the 


year ending March 25th was 51,788 128. 4d, against a deficit of 
£2,002 33. 5d. in the previous year. 


Natal.—aA scheme has been matured for the supply of 


electricity for lighting purposes in the Durban passenger and goods 
yard, locomotive workshops, &c. 


Newport.—The Electricity Committee has notified the 
contractors for the steel framework of the rew power station, that 
they will be held responsible in damages for losses caused by the 
delay in completing their contract. Mr. Parahall, the consulting 
electrical engincer, estimates the loss caused at £1,000 to £1,200 
per month. Mr. Parshall has been instructed by the Committee to 
submit a scheme for providing a supply of current for power pur- 
poses, the Corporation having resolved that conduits for power 
mains sball be laid in conjunction with those for traction purposes. 
There is a great demand amongst the smaller workshops of the 
town for electricity as a motive power. 

Tbe consulting engineer reported that owing to a disagree- 
ment with the contractor in regard to certain work pertaining 
to the foundations, it was decided to include this work in the 
building contract, but through inadvertence the quantities were 
omitted. It has been decided to pay the extra sum required by the 
contractor. Mr. Parshall also submitted a statement showing the 
work which remains to be given out in connection with the scheme 
as follows:— Remainder of drainage system; outside coal handling 
apparatus; weigh bridge for coal trucks; lighting of generating 
st:tion and car sheds; overhead construction in car sheds and 
yards; necessary appliances in power station. 

The Electricity Committee are offering special terms of 1d. per 
8-c.P. lamp per night for current for Coronation illumination pur- 


. Portsmouth.—It was announced on 8th inst. that the 
gross profits on the Corporation electric light undertaking for the 
past year had amounted to more than £4,000. Last year there was 
a deficit of £800. 5 


Southampton.—Col. W. R. Slacke, R.E., L. G. B. in- 
spector, has held an inquiry into the application of the T.C. for 
leave to borrow +30,000 for electric lighting purposes, including 
the reclamation of the foreshore and the erection of a new elec- 
tricity works. Two 500-Kw. steam dynamos are to be installed. 


Spain.— La Sociedad Hidro- Electrica Iberica, of Bilbao, 
is applying for a concession to put down plant to utilise the water- 
power of the River Ebro at Cerecada in the generation of electrical 
energy. 


Spennymoor.—The station built by the Northern 
Counties Electricity Supply Company is now nearly ready. The 
Callender Cable and Construction Company have laid 45,000 yards 
of cable. The power station i: fitted up with two compound three- 
crank engines, by Messrs, W. H. Allen & Son, of Bedford, coupled 
to 200-Kw. dynamos by Messrs. Crompton & Co. Messrs. Babcock 
and Wilcox have supplied the boilers, with chain grate stokers. It 
is expected that very soon current will be supplied to cus- 
tomers. The U.D.C. bas asked the company to tender for street 
lighting. 


Stockton.—On the recommendation of the engineer the 
T.C. on 6th inst. decided to call for tenders for additional plant, 
including one engine and two dynamos, with an output of 300 Kw., 
two Lancashire boilers, switchboard extensions, a surface condenser 
аа cooling plant, extension of feeder cables and mechanical 
stokers. 


Tadcaster.—A corn mill has been converted into an 
electric light works, and a company formed by the residents. 
About 600 lamps are about to be installed. 


Torquay.— The electric lighting revenue from April 1st, 
1901, to December 31st last was 45, 314, and the total expenditure 
and amount transferred to reserve fund was 43, 680, reducing the 
debit balance from £2,459 to £826. À 

An action against the T.C., charging it with permitting a smoke 
nuisance at the electric lighting station on March 18th, has been 
settled, defendants to pay the costs. The Corporation had done 
its best to abate it, and promised to continue its efforts. 


Woreester.— The Т.С. has decided to order, under 
Messrs. Bruce Peebles & Co.’s contract as an extra, an exciter for 
the Tybridge works, at £54 108, and from Messrs. Ferranti, Limited, 
95 continuous-current meters for £240; and has authorised the 
engineer to lay a cable at a cost of £428. It bas also decided to 
apply tothe L.G.B for sanction to borrow £1,000 to defray the cost 
of the meters and demand indicators. 


Worthing.—At the T.C. meeting held on 6th inst., it 
was stated that the applications received for current are equivalent 


to 8,6C0 8-c r. lamps. The new buildings required for the extension 
of the electricity works are estimated to cost/£3,500. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Belgium.—The municipal authorities of Liege have 
decided to double the electric tramway on the Guillemins-Coron- 
meuse branch, and are inviting tenders for the construction of the 
line and the erection of the overhead conductor. 


Bradford.—The Corporation, after much experimenting 
with patent dry seats, has given an order to Mr. Jas. Pickles, of 
Bradford, for the seating of six cars at £11 10s. per car. 


Cavehill and Whitewell.—The Bill for electrifying 
the Cavehill and Whitewell Tramway, promoted by the B.E.T. 
Company, has passed the eecond reading, but the Belfast Corpora- 
tion—which has shown such laxity in its own tramway affairs—is 
anxious to purchase the line, or the portion of it inside the city 
boundary, and to pay the В E.T. any cost it has incurred in pro- 
moting the Bill. The people of the Glengoomley suburb are 
against the Corporation, and во is the U. D. C. 


Halifax.— Some time ago the T.C. proceeded to lay a 
cable from the new sub-station at Hebden Bridge, and now that the 
work is about completed, the L.G.B. object that it is not laid in 
accordance with tbeir requiremente. It is said that the necessary 
relaying will involve an expenditure of some £2,000. 


London.—Plans for the electrification of the North 
Metropolitan Tramways Co.’s system, leased from the County 
Council, have been deposited with that body by the company. 


Isle of Man.—The Clerk of the Rolls, Sir James Gell, 
at Douglas, on 7th inst. granted the application of Mr. Ernest 
Schenk, of 20, Queen Victoria Street, London, for an extension of 
time to complete the purchase of tbe electric tramway undertaking 
of the Isle of Man Tramways, Limited, to 31st inst. The purchase 
price is £252,000, and comprises the line from Douglas to Ramsey 
and the line from Laxey to the sumuiit of Snaefell, together with 
stations, plant and rolling stock. . 
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Mumbles.—Some accumulator cars have been ordered 
with a view to experiments in connection with the suggested elec- 
trical equipment of the Mumbles Railway. 


Neweastle.— The Chairman of the Electric ‘Tramways 
Committee recently made a statement relative to the profits of the 
concern. He said the usual monthly receipts were (for the month 
ending May 3rd—five weeks) £11,509, or an average of 114. per 
car-mile. They had carried 2,500,000 passengers, and the car 
mileage was 252,000. The expenditure for the last five weeks, as 
far as could be ascertained on April 26th, was, salaries £383 1s. 7d., 
wages £4,537 9s., coals £239 18s. 6d., stores purchases £1,000, 
making a total of £6,160 10s. To this must be added the five 
weeks’ proportion of the interest and redemption which the city 
treasurer placed at £41,000 for the year, and which might be put 
down at £3,940. Therefore, there was a balance left between the 
receipts and the expenditure of £1,408 18s. 24d. The average 
receipts for the last two weeks had been £2,456. The actual figures 
for the last week (which was the heaviest week they had had in 
regard to salaries) was, salaries £76, wages £991, coals £48, and stores 
between £120 and £150, one week's interest and redemption £783, 
or a total of £2,053, leaving an apparent balance per week of £103. 
That worked out at £20,956 for the year. Against this had to come 
several things that they could not reckon by the week, for instance, 
car licences £200, insurance policy (third party risks) £1,500, 
insurance of employés £250, rates and taxes £1,000, repairs of per- 
manent way, as estimated by the city engineer, £1,500, renewal 
fund (power station and electric equipment) as estimated by the 
tramway department, £15,000. That gave a total of £19,456, or 
left a yearly balance worked out on the present week's receipts of 
£1,506. If they had been about correct in estimating the renewal 
fund, they might sav that the trams were practically paying every 
expense and leaving a small surplus. 


Spain.—Appiication has been made for a concession to 
establish a system of electric tramways between Seville and three 
small towns iu the neighbourhood. 


Stretford.—The U.D.C. has confirmed the plans, speci- 
fications and estimate prepared by Mr. C. H. Wordingham for the 
reconstruction and electrical equipment of the tramways within 
the district, and application is to be made for sanction to borrow 
the sum of £54,080 for the purpose. 


Twickenham.—Not being able to come to terms with 
the frontagers, the L. U. T. have decided to lower the water mains 
3 ft. in Heath Road. 


Wallasey.—The U.D.C. has decided to order five new 


cars of the Preston type. 


Wallsend.—An accident occurred to a tower wagon on 
the 8th inst. belonging to Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. It was being 
used by three workmen for fixing overhead wires, when the carman 
in charge of the horse received instructions to move to another 
standing, and when turning the animal round the wagon capsized. 
Tne occupants were precipitated on the ground, and one sustained a 
dislocated ankle aud other injuries. The other two escaped being 
hurt with the exception of shock. 


Wolverhampton.—On Friday last a collision occurred 
between an electric car and an omnibus; the car was proceeding up 
Darlington Strect, but when near the top it came to a standstill 
and commenced to run backwards, gathering impetus, until it 
struck the bus. The conductor of the latter was seriously 
injured. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


The Indian Mutiny.—On 19th ult., at Delhi, Lord 
Curzon unveiled a monument erected to commemorate the services 
of the Delhi Pelegraph Signallers during the mutiny of 1575, in 
giving the first warning of the rising to the authorities The 
Viceroy also decorated W. Brendish, the survivor, who sent the 
actual message, with the medal of the Victorian Order. His com- 
panions were named respectively Todd (killed by the mutineers) 
and Pilkington, Other names were also inscribed on the monu- 
ment. 


Marconi and Wireless Telegraphy.,—Signor Marconi 
lectured in Dundee on the 6th inst., on the subject of “ Wireless 
Telegraphy." The lecture was largely historical, and referred at 
length to the work of Bowman Lindsay, as one whose name would 
be handed down to posterity as that of the first man who thoroughly 
believed in the possibility of long-distance wircless telegraphy. 
Signor Marconi afterwards went on to say that he began his ехрегі- 
ments in 1894 and 1895, and that since communication by his 
system was established between the South Foreland and France two 
years ago, the development and improvement of the system had 
been extremely rapid. Forty coast stations were equipped by it 
in Great Britain and Europe, and on 66 vessels of the British Navy 
and 12 of the Italian Navy there were installations, 


Pacific Cable.—According to the Daily Chionicle, the 
Pacific Commercia! Cable Company has increased its capital from 
three to twelve millions. The object of the increase is to provide 
the money necessary to complete the proposed San Francisco— 
Manila cable. 


The St. Pierre Disaster.—We learn from Professor 
Jamieson that Mr. Chas. Cruickshanks, M.A., the chief electrician 
on board the West India and Panama Telegraph Company's repair 
steamer Grappler which has been lost, left her for home before the 
accident, but that his successor, Mr. Murphy, also a Glasgow student, 
has gone down with her. By a curious coincidence, a son of the 
Professor, S. T. Jamieson, was to have taken up hie duties ere this, 
as second to Mr. Murphy, but was unavoidably prevented, aud 
thus he has escaped. The present second, Mr. Hanna, was not on 
board, as he is at present on shore through an accident. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 
CABLES. INTRRRUPTED. 


Latakia-Cyprus .. ee T oe - 
Alexandria-Laruac& .. ХА m oe 
Pueito Plata-Martinique А 
St. Lucia- Martinique . 
St. Lucig-St. Vincent .. 


St. Liucia-Grenada ps аз 9 2 x May 7, 1902 ік 2: 

Guadeloupe-Martinique . May 7, 1902 А e 
LANDLINES:— 

„Na Hanekin “ on Persian territory . Feb. 94, 1900 .. ee 

Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Deo. 8, 1900 66 

Guanta-Barcelona aca ee 


. March 17, 1902 . “se ee 
. March 6, 1902 .. А 
. April 26, 1902 .. 
. May 7, 1902 


Barcelona-Ciudad Bolivar a * is 
Puerto Plata and San oe 
Lougowaia-Khabarowsk " T 


West Indies,— According to the Times, the cables south 
of St. Lucia are interrupted owing to the disastrous earthquake 
eruptions which took place in that region last week. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND OLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking.—June 6th. Motors, pipework, chequer plat- 
ing, &c. See “ Official Notices " May 9th. 


Beckenham.—Juue 6th. The U.D.C. wants tenders 
for incandescent lamps. See Official Notices" to-day. 


Bedford.—May 17th. Fuel economisers for the Corpora- 
tion. See “Official Notices” April 25th. 

Brighton.—.June 9th. Points, crossings, tie-bars, bolts, 
&c., for the Corporation tramways; also 300 tons of steel rails. See 
‘ Official Notices“ May 9th. 

Burton-on-Trent, — May 30th. Tenders for three 
100-x w. tramway generators, switchboard, three Lancashire boilers, 
steam pipes, jet condensing plant, есопошівег, &c. See Official 
Notices " to-day. 

Burv.—May 20th. Jet condenser and pumps for the 
electricity works. See Official Notices” May 2nd. 


Coventry.—May 26th. Steam and water pipes and 
accessories. See Official Notices May 9th. 


Dudley.—May 20th. Motors for the E.L. Committee. 
See “ Official Notices" May 9th. 


Dudley.—June 6th. Tenders for the supply of incan- 
descent lamps, and oil. See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Glamorgan.—May 31st. Electric wiring, &c., for 
Parc Gwyllt and Angelton Asylums, near Bridgend. See Official 
Notices " May 9th. 


Glasgow. —. June 7th. Economiser 
plants. Sce Official Notices“ May 9th. 


Govan.—May 27th. Fuse boxes, meters, demand 
indicators, manhole and joint boxes, &c., for 12 months for the 
electricity department. See Official Notices " May 9th. 


Halesowen.—May 21st. The Council wants offers for 
taking over its electric lighting and light railway powers. See 
“ Official Notices " May 2nd. 


Hungary, — September 15, The authorities of 
Kolozsvár, in Hungary, want to introduce electricity for lighting 
and power purposes. See “ Official Notices" May 9th. 


Hunslet.—June 3rd. Tenders for two electric lifts. 
See Official Notices“ to-day. 

London. S. W,—July 31st. 
ders for self-propelled lorry (oil). 
25th. 

Middlesbrough.—The electric wiring of the Large Hall 
al the Royal Exchange. J. M. Bottomley & Son & Welburn, 
architects, 28, Albert Road, Middlesbrough. 

Oldham.—9May 20th. Cables, troughing, bitumen, and 
insulators for the Черин station. Sce “ Official Notices May 
9th. 

Poplar.—May 28th. Tenders wanted by the M. B. C. for 
special armoured cable. See Otilcial Notices" to-day. 


and condensing 


The War Office wants ten- 
See “Official Notices” April 


нела k: СС 
THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 815 


vol. 50. No. 1,277, May 16, 1902.] 


— лла л E SE A EE E EAEE IU 


Poplat.— May 28th. Tenders wanted by the M. B. C. for 


130 cast-iron arc lamp columns. See Official Notices ” to-day. 


Poplar.—May 28th. Wiring (conduit) and fittings at 
Union Offices. See “Official Notices" May 9th. 


Roumania.—May 31st. Tenders are being invited until 
May 3186 by the municipal authorities of Calarashi—Stirbeiu for 
the concession for the electric lighting of the town during а period 
of 35 years. 


Stockport.—May 21st. Опе water-tube boiler for the 
electricity works at Millgate. See Official Notices" May 9th. 


Swindon.—May 19th. 252 accumulator cells and 
accessories for the Corporation electricity works. See ''Official 
Notices" May 2nd. 


Wallasey.—May 17th. The C. D.C. invite tenders for 
the maintenance of the electric installation on their steamers for a 
period of 12 months from July lst next. H. W. Cook, Clerk, 
Public Offices, Egremont, Cheshire. 


Warrington, — June 2nd. Tenders for drivers’ and 
conductors’ uniforms. бее Official Notices " to-day. 


Worthing.—May 26th. Tenders wanted for one 250- 
KW. steam dynamo and one dry-back boiler. See ‘Official Notices“ 
to-day. 


OLOSED. 


Bradford. The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
the Keighley Engineering Co., Ltd., for two 20-н.р. motors for 
hiring out purposes for the sum of £198. It has also accepted 
the tender of Messrs. E. Green & Son, Ltd., for an economiser at 
£1,580, and dampers for £68; and the tender of Messrs, Ferranti, 
Ltd., to supply and erect two switchboards for a total of £670. 
Messrs. Cole, Marchent & Morley have been instructed to supply the 
spare parts for the two 2,000-н.р. engines, shortly to be delivered by 
them, for the sum of £364 10s. | 


Cardiff. —The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & ('o., Limited, for 20 double-deck double-bogey 
and 20 double-deck single-truck cars. 


Elland,—The following tenders have been accepted by 
the U.D.C. for the electricity works:—Engines, Messrs. Delliss and 
Morcom, Ltd.; dynamos, Messrs. Greenwood & Batley; storage 
battery, Messrs. Ashmore, Benson, Pease & Co., Ltd.; switchboard, 
Mr. H. H. Wright; crane, Messrs. J. Hitchen & Son; cables, Anchor 
Cable Co., Ltd.; condensers, Messrs. Thornton & Crebbin. 


Holwell Iron Works (Leicestershire).—The tender 
of Messrs. Belliss & Morcom, Limited, has been accepted for two 
220-11. P. engines for the electrical power installation about to be put 
down at these works. 


Llandudno.— The T.C. has accepted the tender of Mr. 
Evan Hughes at a sum of £2,060 for proposed extension of the 
electric lighting works. 


London.—The London County Council received the 
undernoted tenders for wiring and fittings in connection with 
the Scotland Yard tire brigade station :— 


C. O. Clark (accepted) .. s v «s és os . . £131 15 0 
Nunn, Watts AM Co. ee es ee ae ee we ee 115 0 0 
C. Mickleburgh .. vx ee Ре E čs N . . 15710 0 
A. Goldsinith & Co. © ae so 25 i -— . . 165 0 0 
Jackson Brothers ws ee ie si so А „ 168 8 0 
Anti- Vibrator, Limited.. “ch s 805 $$ 8 . 170 0 0 
W. Mossop * Со... ss es ee se oe ee ee 111 0 0 
Harrods, Limited.. vs ys vs ae ee x . 17615 0 
Е. Deane .. ao 2 5 vs ve as sx ae . . 203 1 0 
Lawrence & Co. .. i$ 855 ET Rs РА we . . 220 9 6 
G. Bcnkert ,. T 820 0 0 


The tender of Messrs. Thos. Parker, Limited, amounting to £171, bas 
been accepted for the supply of an electric motor fur the Horton 
Asylum, and that of Taugye's Tool and Electric Company for 
machine tools for the sum of £131 158. 


Peterboro’.—The tender of Messrs. McKenzie Bros., of 
Edinburgh, for the supply of arc lamp pillars, amounting to #444, 
has been accepted. 


Portsmouth,—The T.C. received the following tenders 
for transformers:—The British Electric Transformer Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd., £1,468 103.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., £1,621; 
Ferranti, Ltd., £1,393 10s.; The Brush Electrical Engineering 
Co., Ltd., £1,308 108.; the last named was accepted. 


Rathmines.—The Council has accepted the following 
tenders for the extension of the electricity supply works and 
mains:— One 300-км. steam dynamo, pipework and accessories 
(with Willans engine), Dick, Kerr & Co., £3,547 103. 8d. Extension 
of switchboard, Kelvin & James White, Limited, £174. Supply 
mains, British Insulated Wire Company, Limited, schedule rates 
for various cables. 


Sheflield, —The Tramways Committee has accepted the 
tender of a local firm, Messrs. Cravens, Limited, of Darnall, for 20 
double-deck cars for the sum of £12,800. Hadfield's wheels are to 
be supplied, and half the cars are to be delivered by August 16th. 
1902, and the remainder by October 1st of the same year. The 


Committee has also adopted the tender of Messrs. Cole, Marchent 
and Morley, Limited, for the supply and erection of one 1, 000-K w. 
generator for the new engine at £3,200, and has given permission 
for this work to be sub-let to the British Thomson-Houston Com- 
pany, Limited. The tender of the Wheeler Condenser and Engi- 
neering Company, Limited, for the supply of one condenser and 
feed water heater and pipes complete, at а sum of £1,480, has also 
been accepted. The Barrow Hematite Steel Company, Limited, has 
received an order to supply 1,000 tons of steel rails and fishplates, 
at £7 78. 6d. per ton. 


South Africa.—The Koffyfontein Mines, Limited, have 
placed an order with Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, fora 
complete electrical plant for haulage and lighting at the mines. 


Warrington.— The T.C. has resolved that the tender of 
Messrs, Bennie & Thonipson, forthe construction of the permanent way 
for the tramways to Longford Bridge and the Cemetery for the sum of 
£16,857 14s. 6d., be accepted ; also that the tender of Messrs. R. W. 
Blackwell & Co., Ltd., for constructing the overhead equipment for 
the sum of £2,736 19s. 2d., be accepted, subject to power for 
borrowing the money beiug obtained. It was decided that appli- 
cation should be made to the B. of T. for sanction to borrow the 
sum of £27,000, that beiug the estimated cost of constructing the 
tramways as furnished by Messrs, Preece & Cardew. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Wednesday, May 2ist.—At 7.30 pm. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Students’ Section). Aunual General 


Meeting. Paper to be read :—'' Some Notes on recent 
Continuous-Current Dynamo Design,” by Mr. F. J. 
Hies, jor. 


Thureday, May 22nd.—At 8.0 p.m. Institution of Electrical En- 
vineers. Annual General Meeting at Society of Arts, 
John Street, Adelphi, W.C., for Members, Associate- 
Members, and Associates only. To receive the annual 
report of the Council and statement of accounts and 
balance sheet for the 12 months ending December 31st, 
1901. The announcement of the election of the new 
Council will also be made at this mecting. 


NOTES. 


London County Council—aAt a meeting of the 
Council on Tuesday, it was decided to leud £37,430 to the Shore- 
ditch M.B.C. for expenditure in connection with the Hoxton 
generating station. 

The Parliamentary Committee reported that the Council had 
no power to utiise the site which had just been purchased at 
Pimlico at a cost of £80,000, for the purpose of a power station for 
the tramways. Instructions had been given for the necessary steps 
to be taken to obtain the powers desired in the present session. 

Mr. J. A. Baker stated that the effect of the decision in regard to 
the Council's tramway Bill, provided that it was maintained in the 
Lords and the Bill passed, would be that the Council would have a 
continuous service from the north to Westminster Bridge. The 
Committee had decided that a tramway should be allowed from 
Westminster Bridge to Waterloo Bridge, whence the Council's 
shallow tramway would lead to Theobald's Road and the north. 

The Parliamentary Committee presented a report in relation to 
the rejection of the Council's Electric Supply Bill. The Committce 
remarked that a general objection urged against the Bill was that 
there was no pressing need for the legislation sought, inasmuch as 
the powers of the local authorities to compulsorily purchase under the 
Acts would not operate till 1931. The Committee, however, pointed 
out that it was open for the purchase by agreement of an under- 
taking within one borough to be carried into effect at any time, and 
that, It was much fairer to the companies that the matter should, 
if dealt with at all, be disposed of soon, without waiting for years 
to elapse, and the date of purchase to become imminent, and thus 
misleading the companies by allowing them to suppose that local 
authorities are perfectly satisfied with their powers of purchase as 
at present laid down by Parliament.” 


Fatality.—A fatality occurred at the Pinkston power 
station on the 9th inst. A labourer employed to superintend the 


coal and ash conveyer, in attempting to clear one of the buckets : 


which had choked, stepped on it. It overturned, and his legs 
were imprisoned. Before assistance could be rendered, the unfor- 
tunate шап was crushed, and died on the way to the infirmary. 
Another report states that he fell on the conveyer and was 
crushed to death between it and one of the feeding hoppers ; 
it is surmised that be had been using his foot to loosen 
the coal, which had evidently choked in the mouth of the 
hopper. 


Institution of Junior Engineers.—A paper was read 
by Mr. L. Н. Rugg on 2nd inst. before this Institution, on “Some 
Factors in Colonial Railway Construction.” The paper dealt mainly 
with track construction. 
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Institution of Mining Eugineers.— The thirty-sixth 
general meeting of the members of this Institution will be held on 
May 29th, at 11 a.m., and May 30tb, at 10.30 a.m, in the rooms of 
the Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, W. 
Arrangements have been made for visits to works on May 318t. 
Further particulars can be obtained from the secretary, Mr. M. 
Walton Brown, Neville Hall, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. On the second 
day there will be a paper on “Electric Traction on Roads and 
Mineral Railways," by Mr. W. R. Cooper. 


The Electricals.— This new club, whose headquarters 
are at the Bedford Head Hotel, Tottenham Court Road, is having 
a smoking concert there on Friday next, May 23rd, at 7.30 p.m, at 
which the president of the club, Sir David L. Salomons, Bart , M.A., 
M. I. E. E., &c, will preside. An excellent programme has been 
arranged, and the secretary, Mr. F. E. Oldham, is making every 
effort to make the occasion in every way successful. 


Nielausse Boiler Trials.—According to the Times for 
May 9th, the Seagull, t.g.b., has completed her series of trials with 
Niclausse boilers for the information of the Boiler Committee. At 
her first eight hours’ trial at 1,000 1H P. the actual mean power was 
1,029, when the coal consumption worked out at 2:28 lbs. per H.P.- 
hour, and the make-up feed water necessary to replace wastage was 
32 lbs. per H P.-hour. She next ran for eight hours at nominally 
3,000, but actually at 2,804 1.m.P., when the coal consumption was 
2:15 lbe, and the make-up feed water required was 67 lbs. Her 
third run was intended to extend over 50 hours at 2,500 1 H.P., but 
at the end of 18 hours she гап into a fog and the trial had to be 
suspended for six hours. The coal consumption during this part of 
the run worked out at 2:14 lbs. per unit of power per hour and the 
make-up feed water required was 35 lbs. The trial was resumed at 
2,300 LH.P., and while there was no appreciable difference in the 
consumption of make-up feed water, the coal consumption advanced 
to 2:47 lbs. per horse-power-hour. The vessel had then to ease 
down through stress of westher, and as the coal was ruoning short 
the tria] was not resumed. 


The Institution of Electrical Engineers.— At last 
week's meeting of the Institution Mr. Langdon, the President, 
called attention to the present position of the building fund. It 
now reached the sum of £10,000, but it would be necessary to have 
a far larger amount in band before any practical steps could be 
taken towards the realisation of their idea. He pointed out the 
pressing need there was for a suitable building to act as the recog- 
nised centre of their activities, and made an earnest appeal to the 
4,000 members associated with the Institution to help. If each did 
his part, and the average annual donation towards this object did 
not fall short of one guinea per member, the Council would soon 
be in the possession of enough capital to warrant them in procced- 
ing with the scheme. 


University College, London.— On Friday last a meeting 
was held at the Mansion House in aid of tbe appeal for funds in 
connection with the above college, to which we have already drawn 
attention. The Lord Mayor presided, and was supported by a large 
number of members and the very influential committee which has 
been formed under the chairmanship of Lord Brassey to promote 
the above object. The total sum required amounts to £1,150,000, 
of which £250,000 is for extensions of buildings and laboratories, 
£200,000 for maintenance, and £700,000 for endowment of professor- 
ships and lectureships. 

The Lord Mayor introduced the subject, with a reference to the 
work already done by the Corporation and the City Guilds, and to 
the need for further efforts, in order to maintain our position 
among the nations. University College must first be made efficient; 
afterwards, King's College will be taken in hand. Already the 
Drapers’ Company has contributed £30,000. 

The Secretary having read letters of reyret from distinguished 
persons, the Lord Mayor called upon the Duke of Devonshire to 
move the first resolution. 'The Duke read an extract froin his 
speech on introducing the University Commission Bill in‘o the 
House of Lords, to explain the object and scope of the under- 
taking, viz, to constitute the exist ng Institution a teacbing 
university on most up-to-date lines. For this, funds are indis- 
pensable. The affiliated colleges must be incorporated. Univer- 
sities are no longer a necessity for one class alone ; we must fiud the 
best men of all classes, and educate them to the utmost. The older 
universities have already taken steps to provide for the new wants, 
but they also are hampered by the lack of funds. His Grace looked 
hopefully towards the modern millionaire” to remedy the 
deficiency, and cited the magnificent donations to American Uni- 
versities. A cbance has now arisen for Londoners to endow a 
University which shall be worthy of the Empire and of the Metro- 
polis. His Grace detailed the conditions under which the 
incorporation would be effected, the sum immediately required 
being £100,000, of which £45,000 bas been promised. The Duke 
then moved a resolution approving of the incorporation and endow- 
ment of University College, which was seconded by Sir Michael 
Foster, supported by Prof. A. W. Rucker, the Principal of London 
University, who hinted at commercial and industrial educational 
facilities inthe future, and carried unanimously. 

In Mr. Ritchie's absence, Lord Brassey, chairman of the Appeal 
Committee, moved a resolution urging the importance of a generous 
response to the appeal. The methods of other countries must be 
studied and emulated. Lord Avebury seconded the resolution, and 
testified, from his experience for 35 years as member and sometime 
vice-chancellor of the University of London,to the excellent work 
done by University College. The resolution was supported by Mr. 
Lionel Phillips, who spoke as a business man, and emphasised the 
urgent necessity of educational reform. Complete re-organisation, 


and far greater funds, are essential. Education is as important as 
Imperial defence, for if we do not apply scientific methods to our 
industries, we shall lose the position which enables us to provide 
funds for the Army and Navy. A player in a game of skill must 
study not only his own hand, but also those of his partners and 
opponents. Combinations may be alarming at first, but science must 
triumph; however, the combination of educational institutions 
cannot but do good. Mr. Phillips's firm is deeply impressed with 
the necessity for even greater efforts. 

Mr. H. R. Beeton also supported the resolution in a weighty 
speech, pointing out that not only our power and pride, but our 
prestige, are involved in the fight for trade, and he gave somestartliog 
Statistics as to recent American benefactions. Captain Jessell also 
spoke, and the resolution was carried. 

The Treasurer, Sir R. Farrant, then stated that subscriptions 
already received amounted to £110,000. Lord Reay, President of 
the College, moved a vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor, which was 
seconded by Mr. Prevost, Governor of the Bank of England, and 
carried. 


National Telephone Company's Dinner.—The ninth 
annual staff dinner of this company was held on Friday evening 
last at the Trocadero Restaurant, the general manager, Mr. W. E. L. 
Gaine, presiding. The company numbered about 200, and included 
the president, Sir H. Fowler, Lord Harris, Sir J. Fergusson, Sir A. 
Rollit, Prof. S. P. Thompson, Messrs. D. Sinclair, H. Edmunds, 
E. Garcke, J. E Kingsbury, M. Byng, Е. J. Madgen, Bir Jas. Wood- 
house, E. Forbes Lankester, and many other well-known person. 

After the loyal toasts, the chairman communicated the regret of 
Bir G. Franklin and Sir C. Quilter at their unavoidable absence, and 
proposed the toast of the ''Presideut, Vice-President, and Board оѓ 
Directors," with graceful references to Mr. J. 8. Forbes, to whom a 
telegram of greeting was sent. The chairman also welcomed Sir 
Henry Fowler as president, Sir G. Franklin as vice-president, and 
Sir J. Woodhouse as director. 

Sir H. Fowler, in hisreply, paid a debt of praise to his predecessor 
and to Lord Harris, and eulogised the devoted board of directors 
and the excellent permanent staff, without which no success can be 
attained. The situation had been changed by the advent of com- 
petition—a competition of efficiency for the good of all. In the 
present boom in telephony, which cannot be adequately met by 
either the company or the Post Office, every effort must be put 
forward to make the service the best, most efficient and convenient. 

Speaking to the toast of the “National Telephone Company," 
the chairman said the number of exchanges had increased 
during the year from 999 to 1,025, and the subscribers by 
20,000 to 226,000—1 in 183 of the population of tbe 
United Kingdom. The number of messages during the year was 
787 millions, an increase of 75 millions; according to the latest 
returns, the Post Office telegrams numbered 89 millions, a decrease 
of 838,000. The cheaper services had been greatiy developed, and 
there were now nearly 30,000 subscribers served at an average rate 
of £4 188. per annum on the message-rate and party-line systems 
about 6,000 of these are on the latter, or “ omnibus” system, paying 
only £3 per annum. Referring to the competition in Glasgow, Mr. 
Gaine said that his apprehensions of last year were removed. The 
Corporation had begun with a system which the company was 
leaving off, and the company’s Glasgow system was now almost 
perfect. If the competition were to be one of efficiency, there 
could be no doubt as to the result. His last year's prophecy, that 
the competition in London would be reduced to the attempt to give 
the best service, had proved correct, and he would again prophesy, 
while asking fora further two millions capital a year, that the present 
restrictions on the company’s development would be removed, so that 
it could develop as it should and would. 

Lord Harris, in reply, said that the lion had lain down with the 
lamb; the questions arose whether the lamb could lie as well as tbe 
lion, and where would the lamb be lying in tbe course of a few 
years? If the competition between the company and the Govern- 
ment were one of '' brains," he had no fear as to the result ; a com- 
pany can improve its apparatus, where & Government dare not 
experiment. Lord Harris referred with sympathy to the patient 
орега'огв, who had much to put up with. The toast of Our 
Guests was proposed by Mr. J. W. F. Ashwin, and responded to 
by Sir J. Fergusson ; Prof. Silvanus Thompson also replied, and 
spoke approvingly of the union of science with commerce, which 
hastens the progress of both. Ав ап instance, he had that morning 
received details of an application of telephonic apparatus to wire- 
less telegraphy by an Italian, Castelli, whereby the range of trans- 
mission was enormously extended ; the device had been in opera- 
tion in the Italian Navy for six months. The toast of The 
Chairman " brought the official proceedings to a close. 


Royal Society.— Yesterday the following papers were 
read :—'' On some Phenomena Affecting the Transmission of Elec- 
tric Waves over the Surface of the Sea and Earth,” by Capt. H. B. 
Jackson, R.N., F.R.S. '' Microscopic Effects of Stress on Platinum," 
by T. Andrews, F.R.S., and C. R. Andrews. A Note on the Re- 
Crystallisation of Platinum," by W. Rosenhain. “On Electro- 
motive Waves Accompanving Mechanical Disturbance in Metal 
Immersed in Electrolyte,” by Prof. J. C. Bose. 


Obituary.—We regret to learn of the death, at the ave 
of 68 years, of Mr. George Griffith, who has for the past 12 years 
most courteously and indefatigably filled the oflice of secretary of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science. Mr. 
Griffith’s connection with the Association dates back over a period 
of 40 years, during which time he has rendered excellent service 
thereto in connection with the yearly congresses. 


(Continued on page 821.) 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF GLOW LAMPS. 


(Concluded from page 777.) 

THE operations of glass blowing are  fascinatingly 
interesting to watch, but their charm disappears when 
reduced to black and white. Suffice it to say, therefore, 
that such bulbs as are hand-made are blown from tubes of 
flint-glass, of a special composition, suitable for uniting with 
platinum. Only special and odd sizes of bulbs are made at 
Brook Green, which is not a glass-works, the bulk of the 
bulbs being blown in moulds at another factory. 

Each bulb on receipt has a small tube attached to the top 
end of the bulb, which serves as a handle, by means of which 
the glassblower manipulates it; the neck of the bulb is 
deftly prepared, the filament inserted in its correct position, 
and the neck pinched down upon the platinum wires. This 


the sides of the seal. Directly the process is finished the 
lamp is placed in a red-hot crucible, forming one of 
20 mounted on a frame, which can be rotated so as to bring 
any one of them over a Bunsen burner. As each lamp is 
finished and placed in the hot cup, the next cup is moved 
over the burner, and the newly finished lamp is left to anneal 
as the cup slowly cools. 

From this operation the lamps pass to the pump room, 
where they are connected in groups of five to the pumping 
apparatus. Each lamp is separately sealed, by means of the 
attached tube, to a glass “fork,” using a tiny blow-pipe 
flame for the purpose. The greater part of the air is then 
exhausted by means of mechanical pumps, after which the 
vacuum is raised to the necessary degree by means of 
Sprengel pumps. As the latter work in the partial vacuum 
of the mechanical pumps, they are of the shortened form, 


GENERAL VIEW OF SEALING Room (Brook GREEN Lamp Works). 


sounds easy, but it is, in fact, one of the most crucially 
important operations of all. Unless the seal is permanently 
airtight, both when hot and when cold, the vacuum will deterior- 
ate, and the lamp will go off ina decline; cheap foreign-made 
lamps are defective especially in this particular. The best 
British lamps, however, are provided with a very long seal, 
so as to quite do away with the risk of leakage. In this 
lies one of the chief reasons why good British lamps cost 
more than the cheap and inferior importations frequently met 
with; not only is a greater amount of platinum required, 
but the operation of sealing-in takes many times as long 
as the less efficient method. 

Briefly, the process is as follows:—The end of the neck 
is opened by heating it and blowing into the bulb; the 
filament is then inserted, and the wires held against the 
edge of the opening while they are heated to redness, when 
they adhere. The glass is then further heated, and pinched 
down round the wires so as to grip them tightly, and the 
seal is finished off with deft manipulation of the blow-pipe. 
To hold the cap on, two little lugs of glass are welded on at 


which suffices for completing the exhaustion. Each filament 
is raised to incandescence during the later stages of 
exhaustion, in order partly to drive off occluded gases, and 
partly to more completely carbonise the filaments, thereby 
driving off other gases and diminishing the liability to injury 
through possible over-running in actual use. To ensure 
this result, the lamps are at this stage run up to 
а pressure 50 per cent. higher than that at which 
they are to run eventually. To drive off the film of air 
which adheres to the inner surface of the glass, an asbestos 
box is lowered over each group of lamps, and a Bunsen 


burner is lighted beside them, so as to maintain them at а 


high temperature. The usual chemical means are adopted 


to dry the air in communication with that in the bulbs. 


At the conclusion of the pumping process the lamps are 
removed by fusing the glass at the tip of the bulb, which at 
the same time seals up both the lamp and the tube con- 
nected with the pump. The lamps are next tested by 
hanging them on contacts arranged in rows, and running 


them up to 50 per cent. above their rated voltage. The 
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experienced eye of the operator readily detects any important 
The latter are 


defect in the filaments or in the vacua. 
further tested by means of an induction coil, each lamp, 


PART oF A BENCH IN THE PuMPING Коом. 


held in the hand, being momentarily applied to one of the 
terminals of the coil. If the vacuum is bad, a blue glow 
will appear throughout the interior of the lamp; if good, no 
glow at all will appear. | 

Having passed this test, the candle-power and efficiency 
are measured. This process is carried on very quickly, 
thanks to constant practice. Every lamp is tested at a 
standard efficiency of 4 watts per candle, the candle-power 
and voltage at this rate being marked in ink on the bulb; 
the lamps are afterwards sorted into their respective classes. 
The photometer used is a simple Joly screen, with a direct- 
reading scale; the standard is a Vernon-Harcourt pentane 
flame, with Methven screen. The operator is seated with 
the photometer head before her, and makes the necessary 
adjustment by means of a rack and pinion, which moves the 
lamp under test. The scale of the photometer and that of 
a wattmeter are close together in front of her, and near the 
‘screen, so that she can readily ascertain the candle-power 
and compare it with that corresponding to the power 
absorbed. If the candle-power is not four times the watts, 
the operator varies the voltage until the two values are in 
agreement; an assistant then reads the voltage, and marks 
it, together with the observed candle-power, on the 
bulb. The lamps are carefully hidden by means of screens 
from the direct vision of the operator, so as to affect her 
sight as little as possible; one of these screens is absent from 
our view on p. 819, which represents the interior of one of 
the many photometer rooms, specially lighted up for the 
purpose of taking the photograph. 

Having passed this test, most of the lamps now go to the 
‘capping room—the demand for “ bottom-loop lamps is 
insignificant, and even the Admiralty, which preferred to use 
this type with spring holders to prevent injury from 
vibration when firing heavy guns, is now specifying capped 
lamps. i 


All the high voltage Robertson " lamps are capped with 
vitrite ; the remainder are fitted with brass caps, mainly of 
the bayonet joint type. The only feature of this process calling 
for special mention is the cement employed 
for attaching and filling the caps. 
Ordinary plaster of Paris is open to many 
objections ; it is neither damp nor heat 
proof, and if not carefully used, is apt to 
retain moisture, leading to disastrous 
consequences. The Incandescent Electric 
Lamp Company use a cement which is the 
antithesis of plaster of Paris, except, per- 
haps, in colour; it sets slowly, and is 
improved by heating; it is extremely hard 
when set, quite damp proof, and an 
excellent insulator. Its manipulation seems 
to be very similar to that of plaster. One 
of our views shows the room in which the 
process is carried on. 

The last operation проп the lamp, 
exclusive of packing, is another test— 
an optical test, to detect any defect 
which may have escaped notice in previous 
examinations, and to weed out lamps 
which may have been accidentally packed 
with others of a different voltage. After 
this the lamps are cleaned and dried, 
wrapped in paper and packed in card- 
board tubes, which are assembled in boxes 
and placed in store. Glow lamps are 
things which must not be delayed in 
delivery; hence an enormous number has 
to be kept in stock, amounting in the case 
of the Brook Green Works to as many 
as three-quarters of a million. It may 
interest readers to know that approximately 
2,000 different classes of lamps are 
necessary to make a lamp maker's stock 
anywhere near complete. 

A certain proportion of obscured lamps 
are asked for; these are prepared by 
means of a sand blast, as lamps obscured 
in this way give better results than those 
roughened with acid. 

The mechanical pump room, of which we 
give a vicw, contains several pumps of different kinds, which 
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MeEcHaNIcCAL Pump Room. 


are constantly at work, driven by a horizontal engine. The 
speed is controlled by a small mechanical watchman, 


Vol. 50. No. 1,277, May 16, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


819 


which ringa an electric alarm when the speed varies 
in either direction beyond a pre-arranged limit. 

Lastly, we have shown that elaborate precautions are 
taken to prevent fire; not content with this, the company 
‘have made provision for the speedy extinction of fire should any 


Brook GREEN Wonxs: TESTING BENCHES. 


occur. A number of employés have been thoroughly drilled 
as firemen, and form a very efficient brigade ; on p. 820 we 
give a view of them, standing in front of the fire station, 
which is equipped with self-opening doors, and the necessary 
hose-lines, helmets, axes, &c. Directly an alarm of fire is 
signalled, and the steam hooter sounded, the brigade 
assembles instantly, and unfailingly accomplishes the object 
for which it was inaugurated. The system is one which is 
highly commendable. That the staff is efficient is proved 
by the fact that it barely failed, by an accident, to secure 
the championship at the competition in London last year— 
coming out third in order of merit. 

The Incandescent Electric Lamp Company have adopted, 
for several years, the enlightened policy of welcoming visitors 
to their works, to which they attribute to some extent their 
undoubted success. Truly, no one could examine the various 
processes and tests without becoming convinced that the 
* Robertson" lamp is made with a view to attaining the 
‘highest standard of workmanship and efficiency. 


MODEL CONDITIONS FOR ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTS. 


‘THE model general conditions for electrical contracts, pro- 
posed for adoption as standard by the Council of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, were further discussed 
at last week's meeting of the members of that Institution. 
There was a large attendance, and the keen interest mani- 
fested in the proceedings should convince the Council that 
in guarding the general interests of the industry, they are 
fulfilling what, in the opinion of the general body of 
members, is one of their primary functions. 

It is satisfactory to note that Mr. Hammond, speaking on 
behalf of the Committee to whom the Council delegated the 
-duty of preparing this draft, welcomed the criticisms their 
issue had called forth, and promised that the suggestions 
made should be fully considered before the final draft was 
prepared. He asked, further, that any members not able 
to speak, but desirous of expressing an opinion on any of the 
-clauses, should, as soon as possible, send their communica- 
tions in writing to the Secretary of the Institution. It will 
be well for the industry if this advice is acted upon, so that 
the Committee may have at their disposal the views and 


opinions of all who are actively interested in the important 
question of fair and equitable general conditions being 
embodied in the final draft. 

It will be remembered that at the previous meeting Mr. 
Nisbett criticised the wording of the first 20 clauses, 
pointing out how, in his opinion, the 
interests of the contractor had not been 
sufficiently safeguarded. Оп being invited 
by the President to continue his remarks, 
he pointed out that Clause 21, dealing 
with the manner of execution of the work, 
with its reiteration of the word “ best,” 
was too binding. The next clause, dealing 
with the powers of the engineer to vary 
the work to be done under the contracts 
within the limits of 70 per cent. of the 
contract amount, he thought might be 
amended to advantage in requiring the 
purchaser to pay for the patterns of goods 
manufactured specially for the contract 
and not “ taken delivery of," so to speak. 

Clause 27 provides that no plant or 
materials are to be forwarded until in- 
structions to do so are given by the pur- 
chasers, and that if such instructions are 
held back the purchaser shall pay the 
cost of storage, in addition to making 
payments as if delivery had been taken. 
Mr. Nisbett pointed out that as worded 
this might delay the final payments, and 
suggested that in addition to storage 
expenses, interest at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum be paid on all payments, deferred 
beyond the dates anticipated by the contract. 

Referring to carrying out the work to the entire satis- 
faction in every respect of the engineer, the speaker thought 
the rights of the purchaser would be amply met if the words 
* reasonable satisfaction " weresubstituted. It would seem to 
be fair to limit the liabilities of the contractor in case of 
accident by excepting the period during which the purchaser 
was having beneficial use of the plant, unless it could be 
proved that the accident was due to defective workmanship 
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or material. The “terms of payment" clause came in for severe 
comment. It did not sufficiently provide for those cases 
where material was delivered only, or give the contractor the 
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right to charge interest on instalments which for any reason 
were not paid, although the engineer’s certificate for the same 
had been obtained and handed in. 

. Mr. Nisbett concluded by objecting to the sentence in the 
form of agreement binding the contractor to supply whatever 


Brook GREEN WORKS: Cappina Room. 


* тау" be necessary to complete the work, as he considered 
the specification ought to mention all that was included in the 
contract. He further stated that his examination of the 
clauses had shown him 57 points guarding the interests of 
the purchasers as against 17 in favour of the contractor. 

Mr. Stuart Russell pointed out the inconsistency caused 
by the limits of time for the preparation of the contact and 
bond being 30 days in some portions of Clause 10, andone month 
in others, and also that in Clause 13, although the contractor 
has a time limit within which he must supply the contract 
drawings, there is no corresponding limitation on the engi- 
neer. Не may, under this clause as worded, delay his 
approval, and cause the contractor great inconvenience and 
los. In one instance recurring to his 
memory, an engineer took a long time to i 
consider and approve a pipework arrange- · 
ment, with the result that the contractor 
found the prices of materials had increased 
no less than 30 wer cent. 

The payment clause needed revision; 
at present there were doubts as to when 
the various instalments actually became 
due. He thought it was of the utmost 
importance that there should be no 
ambiguity on this point. In Clause 40 it 
was stipulated that in cases of late 
delivery, certain penalties were to be 
inflicted; in Clause 13 it was open to 
the purchasers to demand from the con- 
tractors any expenses they might have been 
put to by reason of late delivery of 
drawings. Mr. Stuart Russell asked was 
this equitable? If the contractor com- 
pleted his work within the stipulated 
time he had fulfilled his contract; if not, 
had he to pay penalty twice? 

Mr. Hawkins desired the arbitration 
clause to be amended, as he feared in its 
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purchaser to demand two tests of the same plant or appa- 
ratus; surely this was unnecessary. 

Mr. Kingsbury thought that these clauses were a great. 
advance upon present day practice. He despaired of getting 
anything absolutely just in this connection, but in this case 
the rights of the contractor had evidently 
been considered, and that was a great point. 

Mr. Shoolbred considered that the duties. 
and privileges of the engineer had not been 
sufficiently appreciated by the Committee. . 
He acted as the adviser to the purchaser,. 
and the exponent of his wishes to the con- 
tractor. Was it not possible that the 
purchaser might consider the clauses deal- 
ing with drawings and their approval by 
the engineer, in their present form 
derogatory to the dignity of the latter ? 

Mr. Esson was decidedly of the opinion 
that the draft now presented was more 
suitable for building than for electrical 
plant contracts. The clauses referring to 
use of crane and access to site should be 
included in the specification, not in the 
general conditions. The clause relating to- 
patents needed considerable modification in 
the direction of limiting the liabilities of 
the contractor to patents embodied in the 
design of the article supplied and not to the 
manner in which it might be used. He 
thought that Clause 24, dealing with the 
consequences on the carrying out of the 
contract of the death or bankruptcy of 
the contractor should be amended to 
include, also, the purchaser. It should be competent for the 
contractor to obtain, in the event of the death or bankruptcy 


of the purchaser, a certificate from the engineer enabling him 


to rank as creditor to the full value of the work already 
carried out by him in any partialy completed contract. 
He concurred with Mr. Nisbett in his remarks upon the 
terms of payment clause, and further thought that if it 
became necessary to grant extension of time for completion 
of the contract through causes well known to all parties, the 
engineer should grant an extension of time without the onus 
of applying for the same being placed upon the contractor. ; 

Mr. Gray thought the draft clauses as presented were a 
very fair attempt to reconcile the opposing interests of 


present form it might not have unlimited 
application. He also considered that the 
contractor’s liability as regards insurance 
against risks should be limited to the value 
of his own contract. The present wording of Clause 33 
did not, in his opinion, safeguard him against contingent 
risks for which he ought not to be held liable. For instance, 
if he supplied a switchboard, ought he to insure the whole 
station ? With regard to tests, the clauses permitted the 


Brook GREEN Wonks: FIRE BBIGADE AND STATION. 


purchaser and contractor, and Mr. Yeaman considered that 
in the case of contracts involving small alterations to existing 
foundations, it would often be found advisable to include 
these in the contract. He further thought it would be far 
better to stipulate that the details now left open for arrange- 
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ment after the signing of the contract at the interview 
between the engineer and the contractor, should be 
definitely settled before the contract was finally sealed. 


NOTES. 


(Continued from page 816.) 
Students of the Institution of Civil Engineers.— 


The 27th annual dinner was held at the Restaurant Frascati on 
Friday, the 9th inst, Mr. Cbarles Hawksley, President of the 
Institution, being in the chair and supported by Sir Alex. Binnie, 
Dr. Kennedy, Capt. Sankey, Dr. Tudsbury, Prof. Perry, and Messrs. 
Bradley, Kelly, Henderson, and Wimperis. The success of the 
dinner and the quality of the speeches were quite up to those of 
previous years, and an excellent musical programme had been 
arranged by Mr. L. H. Ruyg. The chairman proposed the loyal 
toasts, and after these had been duly honoured, Mr. Н. E. Wimperis 
proposed the toast of The Institution, Secretaries of the Institu- 
tion, and Oar Guests," and referred to the benefit which might be 
derived from the establishment of more engineering scholarships. 
The chairman, in replying to the toast, commented upon the 
advantages gained by the entrance examination for students 
and associate members, and the great social benefits which 
students might derive from the visits and meetings arranged 
for them. Sir Alex. Binnie proposed what he considered 
to be the toast of the evening, “The Students” Не said 
that to become a successful engineer it was necessary to have sound 
self-reliance, a love for the profession, and to study thoroughly the 
resources of Mother Nature. Mr. Н. W. FitzSimons, the secretary 
of the Studente’ Dinner Committee, replied, and thanked the 
President and Council for the interest they took in the students’ 
proceedings. Then, with the remainder of the musical programme, 
the National Anthem and Auld Lang Syne, the proceedings were 
brought to a close. 


The Proposed Embankment Electric Tramway.— 
The Committee of the House of Commons, of which Mr. H. 
Hobhouse is the chairman, continued consideration of the London 
County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill on Monday, and 

Sir J. Wolfe Barry, consulting engineerto the Metropolitan District Railway 

Company, said that for 1} miles the proposed Kinbankment tramway would 
follow the course of the District Railway. For about 7:0 yds. it was proposed 
to construct the tramway immediately over the railway tunnels. The roof of 
the tunnel was supported by cast-iron girders upon brick arches. The tunnels 
were constructed 30 years ago, and even at the present time are very highly 
strained. He viewed with extreme anxiety the imposition of the extra weight 
of rolling cars. He knew from examination and calculation that the girders 
were now subjected to heavier strain then they were intended to bear. The 
weight of road metal as well as traffic had greatly increased since construction. 
The proposed tramway would necessitate reconstruction of the tunnels. This 
would be a dangerous and expensive work, so critical and difficult that he 
would not like to undertake it except under absolute necessity. 
Surely Sir J. Wolfe Barry has not walked along the Embankment 
during & period of road repairing, or he might have seen, for weeks 
at a time, a number of very heavy steam road rollers, sometimes 
moving along three abreast. If the thought of electric cars makes 
him extremely anxious, these road rollers should have occasioned 
incipient mental aberration. The bathos, too, of Mr. Blenner- 
hassett’s argument that electric cars would vulgarise and distigure a 
thoroughfare of which all London was proud, and destroy it asa place 
of recreation and quiet for the poorer classes, i3 too utterly ridiculous 
for serious comment, tut it is high time that this sentimental 
dragging in of the poorer classes on the slightest pretext should be 
protested against. Let Mr. Blennerhassett spend a Sunday on the 
Thames Embaukment aud observe the kind of quiet and recreation 
the poorer classes indulge in during certain hours. We should be 
more inclined to call the thoroughfare ot which London is so proud 
a “bear garden.“ Fancy a trim electric саг vnlgarising the 
youthful male and female Hooligan of the Thames Embankment ! 
Ye gods! 

Luckily, however, the Committee unanimously came to the con- 
clusion to authorise the tramway so far as the point at which it 
would form a junction with the tramway authorised a fortnight ago 
—that is to say, from Westminster to Waterloo Bridge. 


Coronation Energy.—Worrninc — Мг. G. Porter, 
resident engineer, sends a printed form stating that the Corporation 
will supply electricity for illuminations at cott price, viz — 1s. 4d. 
per night for 50 8-c.P. lamps, and pro rata. Tne supply is to be 
taken between 9.0 p.m. and midnight, or an extra charge of 6d. per 
hour per 50 lamps will be made. Fourteen days’ notice, and the 
cost of temporary services, are also specified. The muuicipal 
buildinga will be illuminated. 

SHEFFIELD.—Mr. 5. E. Fedden says that fur a special connection, 


the charge will be at cost, this charge to be refunded if the supply . 


becomes permanent within three months. 
night up to inidnight, will be charged. 


Electric Traction at 3,000 Volts.— Messrs. Ganz and 
Co, of Buda-Pesth, says Industrie Electrique, ‘have recently 
established at Neustadt, near Vienna, a system of electric traction 
with three-phase alternating currents at 3,000 volts, with a 
frequency of 42 cycles per second. It is used to connect the 
Government Arsenal at Wollersdortf with the Schneeberg Railway, 
a length of 800 metres, over slopestoo steep to permit of horse 
traction, and the service is too irregular and light to render the use 
of a steam locomotive kept always under steam economical. 


ld. per 8-c.p. lamp per 


The Arsenal possessing already a three-phase plant of 3,000 volts, 
it was decided to make use of this without converaion. "The service 
is carried on by means of a locomotive of 36 kw., driving the wheels 
by gearing, reducing the speed in the ratio of six to one. The 
induction motor is started and stopped by means of a liquid 
resistance introduced into the circuit of the rotor, which gives very 
smooth starting. The current is collected at 3,000 volts from two 
overhead wires by means of bows, the return circuit being formed 
by the rails. The controller is operated by compressed air, and all 
the details of the locomotive reproduce on a small scale the 
arrangements proposed by the Ganz Company for the electric rail- 
way of Valtellina. ‘The line, which has been running for some 
months, gives every satisfa^tion, and seems to show that the use of 
polypbase currents at 3,000 volts for electric traction is to-day 
а practical application, as well as being simple and cconomical. 


А New Law in Magnetism.—4At the general meeting 
of the American Philosophical Society last month, Prof. M. I. 
Pupin, of Columbia University, New York, in a paper on “The 
Law of Magnetic Hysteresis," presented an account of a mathe- 
matical and experimental research upon the magnetic properties of 
iron which resulted in the discovery of a new law in magnetism. 
This law cau be stated as follows:—'' The heat generated per unit 
volume of iron during а cycle of maguetisation is proportional to the 
cube of magnetic intensity." This law holds trae within the first 
of the three well-known intervals of magnetisation. It was dis- 
covered by determining accurately the resistance of the magnetis- 
ing helix, employing vibratory magnetising forces of about 1,000 
periods per second, and then separating the various components of 
this resistance by means of mathematical analysis. "This investiga- 
tion is an extension of the researches of Prof. Ewing, of Cambridge 
University, England, and of Lord Rayleigh, employing a new and 
very much more sensitive method. Its results have & very im- 
portant practical bearing on the manufacture of inductance coils. 
From its purely scientific aspect the new law derives its principal 
interest from the fact that it will materially assist in the formula- 
tion of the physical theory of magnetism."- - Science 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The Glasgow 
Local Section bas appointed the following office-bearers for 
1902—3 :—Past chairmen, Lord Kelvin, G.C.V.O , &c., &c ; Magnus 
Maclean, D. Sc.; chairman, Henry A. Mavor; vice-chairman, W. A. 
Chamen; hon. secretary and treasurer, Е George Tidd; ordinary 
members of committee, J. M. M. Munro, W. B. Sayers, Thomas 
Young, А. R. Bennett, M. B. Field, William M'Whirter, A. Gray, 
LL.D., M. T. Pickstone, D. Stewart (representing associates). 


Gas v. Electrieity.— We cannot claim to look at this 
question from an outside point of view, and therefore our opiaions 
may be suspected of bias; we do emphatically claim, however, 
that we endeavour to sce fair play accorded to both sides, ia what- 
ever controversy, aud the outrageous statements in the speech 
which we quote below (from the Mechanical Engineer) leave us 
breathless:—'' At the annual mecting of tbe Iustitution of (tas 
Engineers, recently held in London, Mr. T. Holgate, president, in 
the course of his address, referred to the subject of gas and elec- 
tricity. He said while gas could furnish all the essentials with 
economy, clectricity could only offer the advantages of portability 
aud beauty of appliance, but purchased, of necessity, at a cost that 
was extravagant. Power from electrical motors was four times the 
cost of power from a gas engine, and the consumer who wished to 
have the electric ligbt could produce it on his own premises by 
mcans of a gas engiue at a cheaper rate than he could buy it from 
the electric supply companies. The most successful application of 
electricity was that to tramcar propulsion, not because it was 
cheaper, but because of the smoothness of running.” We have no 
hesitation in absolutely contradicting every one of these statements 
—the last especially—and it is impossible for the speaker to prove 
them. 


That Motor-Car Policeman.—Mr. Vincent S. Allpress, 
of Messrs. Massey & Allpress, recently came off victor in a conflict 
of evidence аз to the speed of a motor carat Farningham. The case 
was heard at Dartford, two police officers being positive that the 
car covered 350 yards in 35 seconds. Аз the journey from Eltham 
to Farningham occupied over an hour for a distance of 9 miles, it was 
contended fur the defence that the speed was not excessive, and аз 
the magistrates did not consider that the accuracy of the methods 
of speed observation adopted by the police had been proved to 
their satisfaction, the charge was dismissed. We congratulate Mr. 
Allpress on having upset the crude methods of police measuremeuts 
of speed, but many other gentlemen travelling simply for pleasure, 
and well within the 12 miles an hour limit, have not bcen so 
fortunate. 


The Accumulator Iudustry.— The — Cen/ralbla!!.— „. 
Accumulatoren und Klementenkuade of March 15th, contaius an 
interesting article by Dr. A. Pfaff upon the development of the 
secondary cell manufacture. After passing in review all the changes 
which have taken place in the design and structure of accumulatora 
since the first appearance of the Planté type of cell, Dr. Pfaff 
concludes by drawing attention to the part which competition 
between rival firms of secondary cell manufacturers has played in 
this development of the industry. Each firm has devoted time and 
money to the improvement of its special form or type of cell, and 
has realised that its very existence ав a producing firm, has de- 
pended upon its ability to continually improve the efliciency or life 
of its cell. Few who have studied the history of the accumulator 
industry will deny the truth of Dr. Pfaff's observation. Competi- 
tion has neces:itated research directed towards improvements, and 
research on these lines has been followed by progress and benefit *c 
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both the manufacturer and the consumer. Dr. Pfaff's remark 
might indeed be applied without leading one astray to all branches 
of the electrical industry. It is precisely the firms which are 
spending most money on research work that to-day stand highest 
in public favour. The Nemesis that overtakes those firms which 
rest on their oars and base their trading on patents and designs of 
ancicnt date, has recently been illustrated very forcibly in our own 
country. Fortunately we possess electrical manufacturing com- 
panies of a more advanced type, and recent occurrences will no 
doubt emphasise the necessity for constant efforts to keep in the 
first rank as regards the march of progress and invention. 


Personal.—Mr. L. Johnston, who has been for the 


past five years in the traction department of the British Thomson- 
Houston Company, has accepted an appointment with the British 
Electric Traction Company. 

Mr. H. M. Salmony has sold a large share of his interest in Julius 
Sax & Co., and resigned his directorship. He now intends devoting 
himself to the purchase and sale of patents, for which his con- 
nections in electrical and financial circles should stand him in good 
stead. Though not styling himself “consulting electrical engineer,“ 
he offers his services as adviser to manufacturing firms in a com- 
mercial aspect. His address is 95, Mortimer Street, Cavendish 
Square, W. 

Mr. J. Newton Stephens, engineer and manager of the North of 
England branch of the National Electric Wiring Co., Ltd., is 
resigning that position to take upan important appointment on the 
staff of the Electric Lighting Boards, British Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., of London. 


Requiescat in Pace.—The ill-fated cable ship Grappler, 
which went down with all hands during the terrible volcanic 
eruptions at Martinique, was often to be seen in the Thames, and 
many is the time we have been on board the sturdy little vessel 
when she was taking out cable for the company which owned her. 
To the relatives and friends of those who, in the execution of their 
duty, and without a moment’s warning, were sent to their last 
home, we offer our heartfelt sympathy. 


Proposed New Electrical Works,—At the offices of 
Messrs. Armitage & Norton, Huddersficld, on 13th inst., a meeting 
of business men was held to consider a proposal by an Austrian 
firm, to establish in the borough a factory for the production of elec- 
trical machinery, colliery and ironworks appliances new to this 
country, motors, generators, cars, fittings, &c., under a limited 
liability company, with a capital of £120,000. The Mayor of Hud- 
dersfield and other members of the County Borough Council, and 
public men, were present at the meeting, which was also attended 
by Mr. Kolben, of Prague, on behalf of the firm alluded to, and 
by Messrs. Witting Bros., of London, the agents of the firm. 

Mr. W. H. Armitage gave the details of the scheme, and stated 
that Messrs. Witting would subscribe £20,000 of the proposed 
capital. The remainder would have to be raised locally. Employ- 
ment would be given for 500 workpeople. It was also aunounced 
that Sir John Ramsden, Bart., the ground landlord, would grant a 
site for the works on favourable terms, and would put £5,000 
into the undertaking if the remainder of the capital were 
gubscribed. 

Messrs. Witting Bros. and Mr. Kolben explaincd the advan- 
tages of the scheme. Mr. Witting said that some favourable condi- 
tions of labour on the Continent wonld be equalised by other 
favourable conditions in England. He also stated that, in his 
opinion, the new works, if established, would pay a profit of 10 or 
12 per cent. 

Mr. Kolben produced plans of the proposed works, and said that 
one great advantage would be that the new company would have 
all its plans, models and patterns, to start with. | 

A committee was formed to make further inquiries into the 
scheme, and to take every precaution to obtain sufficient 
guarantees that it shall be permanent and profitable, and report to a 
public meeting. The committee further discussed tne scheme with 
Messrs. Witting Bros. and Mr. Kolben on 14th inst. At present 
Hudderstield is almost wholly dependent upon its woollen cloth 
manufacturing industry, and the proposed works would prove of 
much benetit to the town. There is every probability that the 
capital required will be forthcoming, other things being, of course, 
satisfactory. 


American Exports Declining.—4A Central News tele- 
gram states that for the 10 montbs ending April 30th American 


exports show a decline of 70} million dollars as compared with the 


year before. The imports increased 78,392,920 dollars. 


Correction.— We understand that the electrical work 
at the Cork Exhibition was carried out to the design of Mr. Nalder, 
chief engineer of the Tramway and Lighting Company; Mr. Cutier, 
as City engineer, had charge of the civil engineering work. 


Appointments Vacant.—An assistant is wanted for 
Leicester at a salary of £135; the Corporation of Newport wants a 
borough electrical engineer and tramways manager; a resident 
engiucer is required at St. Annes-on-Sea at £175; the Portsmouth 
Corporation wants a resident electrical engineer for tramways at 
£200 per annum. See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Parliamentary Committees,—The preambles have 
been proved of the Bills relating to the following: Baker 
Street and Waterloo Railway, L.C.C. Tramways, and Croydon 
‘Tramways. 


The Shawanigan Falls Power Ѕсһеше, — An account 
of this new power generating station, belonging to the Shawanigaa 
Water aud Power Company, has lately been published by Mr. F. C. 
Perkins in an American journal, from which we extract the follow- 
ing particulars. The Shawanigan Falls are on the river St. Maurice, 
about 20 miles north of the town of Three Rivers, which stands 
roughly midway between Quebec and Montreal on Lake St. Peter. 
The river St. Maurice is about 400 miles long, and collects its 
water from numerous streams and lakes which represent a total 
watershed of some 17,700 sq. miles. Nearthe fails the amount of 
water passing is about 26,000 cub. ft. per second, which should 
suffice to raise 100,000 H.P., as the height of the natural fall is 
114 ft. The power station receives its water through а canal 3Co 
yards long, 90 ft. wide, and 18 ft. deep, which conducts it to a 
reservoir having a dam 36 ft. high and 27 ft. thick. From there. 
tubes, six of which have been arranged for, and three already 
installed, 8 ft. in diameter, conduct the water to the turbines, the 
fall of water to the factory level being 117 ft. The canal bas a 
capacity of 60,000 EP.; the reservoir of 30,000 ; the station itself 
will be large enough to develop 15,000, 10,000 being already in 
operation or in process thereof. At present there are two turbines 
of 6,000 н.р. at 135 ft. head of water, built by the I.P. Morris Co., 
of Philadelphia, and two dynamos of 5,000 E. H. p. supplied by the 
Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company, of Pittsburg. 
The power house is of suflicient size for the erection of 4 third 
generating unit; while an additional building has been allowed for, 
which willenable the plant to be increased to six units of equal 
dimensions. Ata distance of half a mile from the main station, 
where the rivers Shawanigan and St. Maurice approach опе 
another, and where there is an available difference in water level 
of 135 ft., a subsidiary plant has been erected, capable of develop- 
ing 15,000 mH.P., all of which is required by the Belgo-Canadian 
Pulp Company. A dam, 36 ft. high, has been built from which a 
steel tube 200 ft. long conducts the water to the turbines, after 
which it travels through a 200 ft. tunnel into the St. Maurice. The 
tube is 8 ft. in diameter by 8 mm. thick at its inlet, increasing to 
11 ft. by 14 mm. at its mouth. Twin turbines are used here, the 
water entering radially and escaping axially. Among the employ- 
ments found for the vast amount of power mentioned above, 15 
towns аге to be supplied with electric light and power in fact, 
the charter of the company includes the whole of Quebec province 
35,000 H.P. are to be shared between the new aluminium factory of 
the Pittsburg Reduction Company, the Shawanigan Carbide Coin- 
pany, and (apparently) some other calcium carbide factories; while 
probably alkali, bleach, and chlorate will also be manufactured 
iu the future by some of the remaining energy. 


Acetylene in Mining.—4Acetylene is being somewhat 
extensively used on the Continent for the illumination of mineral 
mines, and even such coal mines as are known to be free from explo- 
sive rases. In some respects the gas has an advantage over elec- 
tricity, owing to the greater portability of thc lamps, which enables 
them to be shifted into the best positions in the workings, and also 
owing to the absence of conductors, which are occasionally liable 
to injury. The lamps will burn satisfactorily in a strong draught, 
as the gas issues from the generator at a higher pressure than oil 
from a wick; and they are stated to bear au atmosphere vitiated 
with carbon dioxide, or deficient in oxygen, better than those con- 
suming rape oil, while they are certain to go out long before any 
dangerous quantity of methane can reach them. Of course, in 
explosive coal mines, electric lamps are far better, in fact, the best 
form of illumination of all; because the Davy really gives a very 
poor light at the best of times, and the heat evolved during the 
combustion of acetylene is so great that the gas does not lend itself 
to the construction of a safety lamp on the Davy principle—it tenda 
to make the gauze red hot and so capable of starting an explosion, 
while its flame will not act as an indicator of marsh gas. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Tu assistant engineer of the Blackburn Tramways, Mr. C. Barnes, 
who has been appointed to the position of works engineer and 
trathe manager of the Bournemouth Corporation Tramways, before 
leaving Blackburn, was presented by the staff and employes of tne 
tramways department with a gold albert, silver cigarette case, dc. 
Mr. GiLes, in making the presentation, spoke very highly of the 
way Mr. Barber had carried out his duties, aud of the great esteem 
in which he was held by all the stall. 

At а smoking concert held at the Zetland Hotel, Middlesbrouzh, 
on May 7th by the statf of Middlesbrough Corporation Electricity 
Department, Mr. HAROLD W. CraYDEN, the late borough electrical 
engineer, was presented with a handsome chiming travelling clock 
on the occasion of his marriage and leaving to take up a new 
appointment in South Africa. The presentation was made by 
Mr. W. TELFORD, the chief assistant engineer, on behalf of the 
staff, and Mr. Clayden, in responding, thanked the staff for their 
kinduess shown to him during his residence in Middlesbrough, and 
for the assistance they have given him in placing the electricity 
undertaking in its present prosperous position. 

On Friday last the engineering staff and employes of the Man- 
chester Corporation electricity works presented Mr. W. F. Гохо 
with a token of their esteem, iu the shape of a handsome dressing 
case, prior to his leaving to take up the important position of chief 
electrical engineer to the Corporation of Capetown. The presenta- 
tion was made by Mr. S. L. Pearce, the deputy chief engineer, 
who alluded to Mr. Long’s good work in Manchester, aud expressed 
the sincere regret of the staff on partiug with him. 
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NEW COMPANY REGISTERED. 


Erimus Automatic Safety Guard Company, Limited 
(78,661).—This company was registered on May 8th, with a capital of £2,000 in 
£1 shares, to acquire any patents, inventions, concessions and the like relating 
to safety guards or other machinery accessories or fittings to electric cars, 
trolley cars, motor cars, vans, carriages and other road vehicles, to acquire from 
the Middlesbrough Investments, Limited, T. Jones and H. Bennett the benefit 
of an existing invention relating to an improved safety guard for tramcars, motor 
cars and the like, and to carry on the business of tramcar, motor car and vehicle 
builders and dealers, engineers, electricians, founders, cycle manufacturers, &c. 
The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—H. Bennett, Eaglesclitte, 
Co. Durham, inspecting engineer: T. J. Copsewood, Faglescliffe, Co. Durham, 
draper; C. Chipchase, Post Office Chambers, Middlesbrough, articled clerk ; 
C. Griffiths, 61, Albert Road, Middlesbrough, coal merchant; A. I'Anson, Post 
Office Chambers, Middlesbrough, chartered accountant; G. А. L. Hunton, 
61, Albert Road, Middlesbrough, Vice-Consul for Portugal; and J. Elliott, 11, 
Bedford Street, Middlesbrough, clerk. No initial public issue. The number of 
directors is not to be less than three nor more than seven; the first are H. 
Bennett, C. Griffiths, A. I'Anson, T. Jones and G. C. Mosses. Registered 
oftice, Post Office Chambers, Middlesbrough. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Northampton Electric Light and Power Company. Limited 
(28,610). — This company's annual return was filed on March 7th, when 10 “A ” and 
40,322 '* B" shares were taken up out of а nominal capital of £50,000 in 10 “А” 
and 49,990 “B” shares of £1 cach. £10,382 has been received. Mortgages and 
charges, £34,600. (Мотк.—5,000 shares allotted subsequently to date of above 

eturn.) 


Eastern Telegraph Company, Limited (6,338 C).—This 
company's annual return was filed on February 20th, when £5,955,565 had 
been taken up out of a nominal capital of £6,000,000 in £4,000,000 ordinary 
stock and £2,000,000 preference stock. The £5,955,505 stock has been paid for 
in full. Mortgages and charges, £1,534,645. 


Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Company, Limited 
(28,022).—' This company's annual return was filed on March 17th, when all the 
shares were taken up. The nominal capital is £200,000, in 20,000 shares of £10 
each. 49 per share has been called up on 10,000, and £2 per share on 10,000 
shares, resulting in the receipt of £110,000, in addition to £1,065 paid in advance 
of calls, Mortgages and charges, £50,000. 


Frank Suter & Co., Limited (57,193).—This company’s annual 
return was filed on May 1st, when 2,050 preference and 18,104 ordinary shares 
were taken up out of a nominal capital of £20,000 in 6,500 preference and 18,500 
ordinary shares of £1 each. £1 per share has been called upon 2,050 preference 
and 3,404 ordinary shares, resulting in the receipt of £5,454. 10,000 ordinary 
shares are considered as fully paid. Mortgages and charges, £7,000. 

Particulars of registered mortgages and charges: - Amount secured, £7,000 in 
70 debentures of £100 each; date of resolution of directors creating series of 
debentures, April 18th, 1901; property charged, the undertaking and property 
of the company, present and future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. 


City of London Electrie Lighting Company, Limited 
(34,406).— This company's annual return was filed on April 21st, when 40,000 
preference aud 70.595 ordinary shares were taken up out of a nominal capital 
of £1,200,000 in 40,000 preference and 80,000 ordinary shares of £10 each. £10 
per share has been called up, resulting in the receipt of £1,105,950. Mortgages 
and cbarges, £700,000. 

Particulars of registered mortgages and charges. Date of creation: January 
Sth, 1902. Amount secured: £400,000 second debenture stock. Property 
charged: The business and undertaking of the company, present and future 
(but excluding uncalled capital), subject only to the first charge to secure 
4£100.000 5 per cent. first debenture stock already issued and the premiums 
payable in respect thercof. Trustees: Electric and General Investment 
Company, Limited. 


Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation, 


Limited (29,122).—Particulars of registered mortgages and charges: — 


| i 
Date Dates of resolu. Dates of . | 
tions creating : 0 ! ^D 
of Amount Jebenture ма deben- | deben- | Property Trustees. 
cov'ring secured. and series of | _ture ture charged. 
deed. | | debentures. | !1999€5: issues. 
| 
N die M ERE RN 5 
April ^ £250,000 April 10th, 1901. — — Various Law De- 
Soth, deben- | electric, benture 
1901. ture light! Corpor- 
stock. | under-; ation, 
| takings. | and J. 
Trotter. 
1901. | 
— | £200,000 | May 31st, 1901, | July 3150. £39,100 The under- None. 
deben- | Aug. 15th: 3,400 taking, 
tures. „ lith, 12,500 and pro- | 
Sept. 8га 5,800 perty of 
„ 18th' 16,400 the com- | 
Oct. 3га 1,700 рапу, 
„ 15th 2,€00 present | 
„ 23га 110,000 and fu- 
„ Both! 2,500 ture. 
Nov. 6th 2,500 
"ENT 1,000 
2,400 


| T 19th ; 
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Chelsea Electricity Supply Company, Limited (20, 468.) — 
This company's annual return was filed on April 9th, when 44,486 ordinary, 
6,000 preference, and 500 founders’ shares were taken up out of & nominal 
capital of £400,500 in 74,000 ordinary shares of £5 each, 6,000 preference shares 
of £5 each, and 500 founders’ shares of £l each. £5 per share has been called 
up on 37,770 ordinary and 6,000 preference shares, resulting in the receipt of 
£218,850. 433,850 is considered as paid on 6.666 ordinary and 500 founders’ 
shares. Mortgages and charges, £150,000 debenture stock and £8,800 buildings. 


Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation, 
Limited (29.122).—This company’s annual return was filed on April 12th, when 
70.000 general undertaking preference, 70.000 general undertaking ordinary, and 
40,000 City undertaking ordinary shares were taken up out of a nominal capital 
of £1,400,000 in $0,000 general undertaking ordinary. 80.000 general undertaking 
preference, 80,000 City undertaking ordinary, and 40.000 City undertaking 
preference shares of £5 each. £5 per share has been called проп 70.000 general 
undertaking preference, and 70.000 general undertaking ordinary shares, re- 
sulting in the receipt of £700.000. £200,000 is considered as paid on £10,060 

undertaking ordinary shares, Mortgages and charges, £150,000. 
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SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


TRE increase in the sales for traction and 


Bradford private motive power are the marked features 
Corporation of the accounts of the Bradford Corporation for 
Electricity last year. The total increase is nearly a million 

Accounts. ^ and а half units, which compares favourably 


with even the million units increase of the 
preceding year. Of the total of nearly five million units, about 31 
рег cent. is taken for private lighting, 26 per cent. for private 
motive power and 38 per cent. for traction. This shows what an 
important effect the encouragement of the long-hour motive power 
business has had on the results of the undertaking, and at least ia 
part accounts for the very low costs of generation. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


1900, 1901, Inc. 
Total capital expenditure 5. £241,410 £844,586* £103,176 
Number of units sold . . 3,424,658 4,901,172 1,476,514 
Number of 30-watt lamps connected 172,741 207,176 34,435 
Maximum load in Mt 2.742 3,593 851 
Gross revenue i des .. £38,547 £46,034 £7,487 
Gross expenditure sibs . £20,502 £21,434 £932 
Gross profit acs 7 .. £18,045 £24,600 26,555 
Average price per unit sold .. 249d. 2°18d. — 31d. 


* ].e., 4350, 717 less depreciation £6,131. 


In accordance with the general practice, we have for last year 
taken into account only the profit from the subsidiary department 
controlling the hire of motors and arc lamps. This is obviously a 
trading department only, and it is not quite accurate to debit its 
costs against generation, and then compare the totals with those of 
other undertakings which do not hire motors out, or do wiring 
The hiring of motors, &c., by itself, gave the following results :— 


In 1900. In 1901. 
Hire revenue -— £1,471 ae £2,040. 
Sales revenue és £389 vá £489. 
Cost is — £1,523 25 £1,604. 
Profit P 0 £337 — £925. 


Deducting from the sum of £925 the cost of the “free lamps” 
given away (£885), the net profit appears as £40. The revenue 
changes are as follows — 


Public lamps. Private lighting. Motive power. Tramways, 
51 arc lamps of 600 1,656,241 units, 1,297,120 units, 1,889,014 
watts each, charged at 444. per charged 2d. for inter- units, 
£8,797 units. unit, less 75 per mittent, and 14, for charged at 
cent. discount. continuous use. Id. per unit. 
1901, £467 £30,987 £7,871 
1900, £524 £3,973 


430,980 
(1,461,262 and 933,465 units). 
REVSNUB STATEMENT. 


(76,445 units). (953,496 units) 


1900. 1901, 
Gross. Perunit. Gross. Perunit, Inc. 
Bale of energy m £35,477 249d. 444,645 218d. — 31d. 
Meter rents .. . . 1,078 Od. 1,272 06d. — 01d. 
Sale of lamps and hire? 
of motors, &c.' j 1,988 14d. 119 014. — 13d. 
Sundry rents and fees 85 4 ‘00d. 5 004. Od. 


Gross revenue ... £38,547 270d. £46,084 225d. — 45d. 
In 1909 including gross revenue from hire of motors and arc lamps: in 1901 
only the prorit from this source. 


The public lighting sales and revenue have fallen. 


For the last 
four years the general figures ате :— 


riy Sid. 

3 ыы 1 Tramways. 

1898  ... 1,568,159 1,184,996 32,291 202,019 

1899  ... 2,858,841 1,738,844 99,001 618,252 

1900  ... 4,141,284 2,394,717 76,445 953,496 

1901 ... 5,572,294 2,953,361 58,797 1,889,014 

And for the last two years:— 

Plant installed. Maximum loads. 

Kilowatts. Lighting. Traction, Total. 

1900 . 3,600 2,275 467 2,742 

1901  ... 4,380 2,030 663 3,593 


Repairs have fallen not only in the per unit column but also in 
the gross. With sundry small changes the works costs are reduced 
by nearly !d., and, if we exclude the last item of other expenses 
for reasons mentioned above, the total cost is lower by practically 
jd. with the figure just over 1d. per unit. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


Gross. Per unit, Gross. Per unit. Ino. 
Coal ANNE £0,976 42d. 47,947 39d. — 03d. 
Ой, waste, water,and engine) 881 06d. 1360 06d. — 00d. 
Balarics and wages пеше 
t istri- ; PI : 
bution and attending street Ж 10d. 2,977 15d. — 044. 
кае 4 = i 
airsand maintenance o 
олке, boilers, dames, | 4,240 30d. 3,899  *19d. — 11d. 
buildings and strect lamps — c 
Works coste .. £13,821 97d. £16,183 »79d. — 18d. 
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Rent, rates and tares T 
Management expenses, 
salaries of managing 
engineer, 
clerkr, 
General establishment 
charges, stationery and 
printing, law charges and 
insurance. ) 
Other expense: * 


10d. — 03d. 
Sd. — 03d. 


1,903 13d. 
1,546 11d. 


2, 036 
1,723 


secretary, 


1,029 Od. 1,329 070. ‘00d 
2,203 16d. 163 Old. — 15d. 
— 39d. 


Total coste .. £20,502 1:44d. £21,434 1:054. 


* Including, in 1900 only, the maintenance of arc lamps and motors on hire." 


As the increase in output brought in & revenue exceeding that of 
1900 by £7,487, and the costs only rose by £932, the gross profit is 
benefited to the extent of £6,555, which reflects great credit on Mr. 
Chattock's management. From this increase the finaucial charges 
take £4,868, leaving as surplus £1,687 to raise the profits of the 
previous year from £2,731 to £4,418, and this sum together with 
the former has been placed to the depreciation account, as indicated 
in tbe “ General Statement.” 


PROFIT STATEMENT. . 
1900. 1901. 


Interest ор loans, ke. te £5,830 £9,873 
Sinking fund for repayments .. 9,484 10,309 
Net profit carried to depreciation account .. 2,731 4,418 

Gross profit css wae „ £18,045 224,600 


THE position of the electricity supply depart - 


Walsall ment of the Walsall Corporation is very fair 
Corporation for an undertaking of the size, and the finan- 
Electricity cial results year by year show an improven cnt 
Accounts. that augurs well for the future. Thus at the 


end of 1899 there was a deficit of £395. The 
net profit made in 1900 reduced this to £275, and last year not 
only was this deficit balance extinguished, but a surplus balance of 
£106 remained for future use. 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


1900. 1901. Inc. 
Total capital expenditure . £34,310 248,889 29,029 
Number of units sold. 275,043 340,232 64,589 
Maximum load in kw. ... s 301 347 46 
No. of public arc lamps ... E 19 19 — 
Gross re venunemn. 44, 69. 45,592 4899 
Gross expenditure... £3,100 43, 395 £295 
Gross profit sie ies £1,593 42,197 4604 
Average price per unit sold 4:024. 9:88d. — 14d. 


The revenue account calls for little comment. The gross receipts 
have increased by 4899 owing to the sale of €4,589 additionaliunita, 
but the average per unit bas fallen by more than zd., so that the 
figure is now considerably less than 4d. per unit. As fees and other 
sundry cbarges are not made, the change appears unaltered in the 
total. 

REVENUE STATEMENT. 
1900, | 1901. 
Gross. Perunit. Gross. Perunit. Ino. 


Bale of energy .. £4,610 402d. £5,492 3°88d. — 14d. 


Meter renz: 83  '07d. 100 07d. 00d. 
Bale of lamps, &c. РЕЗ gs = — — — — 
Sundry fees, do. oe те — — — — == 


d 


£4,693 4094. 45,592 395d. — 14d. 


Gross revenue 


The very moderate coal bill has been further reduced by the sub- 
stantial figure of over vod. per unit, and is now only zd. The 
additional output Las been generated with an addition of only £100 
to the gross coal bill. ''Repairs" have been reduced not only per 
unit but in the total annual expenditure, and theee economies, 
coupled with smaller wages and ealaries, have brougbt the total cost 
down by nearly id. to 2:d., rotwithstanding trivial rises in rates 
and establishment charges. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 


1900. 1901. 
Gross. Per unit. Grose. Per unit. Ino. 
Coal .. os ve ee - £1,041 91d. £1,140  *80d. — 11d 
il, [] 9, , è , И Y 
UE RARE Rater and engine 159 14d. 203 14d. оов. 
in generation and Jistiibu- 551 48d. 603 »43d. — 05d. 


tion, attending «ticet lamps 

Rey wire вра ma&irtenence oi 
tuildin, в, еп ев, boilert, 
dynamoe, &c. 


Works costs ... 


770 67d. 730 »52d. — 15d. 


£2,521 2:20d. £2,676 1*89d. — 31d. 


Balaries and wages dicun | 
! 


Rent, rates and taxes .. 246 21d. 336 24d. + 03d. 


clerks, 240 210. 259 18d. — 03d. 
General establishment 
O е В 
енор. 
nsurance } 
Other expenses .. 3 ax A ET == = тт 


Total costs — .... £3,100 270d. £3,395 2°40d. — 30d. 


93 ‘08d. 124 *094. +014. 


The gross profit having increased by £604, and financial charges 
only requiring an extra £342, there was £262 left as additional net 
profit. Tbe total, therefore, of the surplus monies has risen from 
£120 to £382, and we have already indicated the effect this has had 
on the balance-sheet. 


PROFIT ӨТАТИМЕНТ. 


1900. 1901. 
Interest on loans a ae eee E £757 £1,070 
Sinking fund for repayments „ жї йж тей 716 745 
Net profit carried forward .. 55 ee ws is 120 382 
Gross profit ... ave .. £1,593 £2,197 


CITY NOTES. 


The West India and Panama Telegraph Company. 


THE fiftieth ordinary yeneral mecting of the sharcholders of this 
company was held on Wednesday at Winchester House, Old Broad 
Street, Mr. W. B. Kingsford presiding, in the absence, through 
indisposition, of the chairman, Mr. W. 5. Andrews. 

In proposing the adoption of the report, after expressiny regret 
at the absence of Mr. Andrews, the CHAIRMAR eaid the duty which 
devolved upon him in addressing the shareholders had been rendered 
a very sad and painful one through the tragic and calamitous events 
which were within the knowledge of them all. The appalliog 
catastropbe which had shattered the lovely island of Martinique, 
cast over their meeting its black and baleful shadow. Their good 
friends and neighbours acro:8 the Cbannel might be well assured 
that they had the profound and heartfelt sympathy of the whole 
English people. Their hearts were also filed with sincerest 
sympathy for our common fellow countrymen and fellow 
subjects in the stricken island of St. Vincent. Their company 
found a conspicuous place in the melancholy story of sorrow 
and disaster. On the fatal morning of the 8th inst, while 
she was in the roadstead of St. Pierre cngaged in repair- 
ing one of their broken cables, their sbip, the Grappler, with 
tbe captain and all hands was utterly destroyed. Standing as she 
was close by the foot of the morntain, it appeared that che was the 
very first of the many ill-fated vessels which perished when the fiery 
deluge fell upon the doomed city and overwhelmed the shipping in 
the barbour. At the moment of the great explosion the crew of a 
schooner, which was making for Dominica, actually saw their vessel 
wrapped in a sheet of flame and consumed. She had on board, 
including the captain, 11 Englishmen and 45 West India men—56 
souls all told—her full complement. Captain Boreham entered their 
service in 1891, and was a good and efficient officer. Mr. Marshall, 
the chief engineer, had also bren with them for about 12 years. He 
manifested a keen professional interest in his work, which he always 
performed right well. Mr. Murphy, their chief electrician, joined 
them so recently as April last; and that was, in fact, bis first 
expedition. They received with him the highest certi- 
ficates of character aud fituess, and they felt themselves very 
fortunate in securing the services of a man so truly trustworthy and 
able. Their ship's company throughout was a good one. In the 
destruction of the city they had lost in Mr. Miller, their clerk-in- 
charge, а much valued official. More than 20 years ago he came to 
them, and he had steadily worked his way up to that most im- 
portant post, the duties of which he had always performed most 
admirably. In those most sad and distressing circumstances he was 
sure it would be their wish tbat, on behalf of the board and of all 
the shareholders, there should be conveyed to the relatives and 
fricnds of the poor fellows who had perished in that most tregic 
and terrible disaster an expression of decp sympathy with them in 
their sorrow and bereavement. Turning to the report, they would 
note that the receipts for the present half-year amounted to 
£25,243 compared with £24,300 for the corresponding period of 
last year—an increase of £943. ‘The traffcs for the half-year 
amounted to £1,140 more, and that and some smaller items made a 
total increase of £1,558. Ава set off to that, the subsidies were 
£638 lese, owing mainly, if not entirely, to deductions for interrup- 
tions in their cables, thus making the net increase £943. The 
expenses amounted to £19,836, as compared with £20,962, a decrease 
of £1,126, due to the smaller cost of repairs. The fioal result 
showed a profit balance of £5,407, to which bad to be added the 
balance on last year's account, £6,512, and the interest on invest- 
ments, amounting to £2,529. There was thus available £14,448, 
out of which tbe directors recommended the payment of a divideud 
on the first preference arrears account of 6s, which would take 
£10,369, carrying forward a balance of £4,079. Since the date of 
their last meeting the Brussels Sugar Conference had agreed, subject 
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to ratification by the chief European powers, to abolisb, as from 
September 1st, 1903, all bounties upon the production of export 
sugar. Unluckily, the position remained very far from satis- 
factory, the present price of sugar being, as he understood, 
from £2 to £3 below the actual cost of production. Their 
appeal to the House of Lords in the Cuba Company's action 
might perhaps come on for hearing in the course of a few weeks, 
but the law’s delays were proverbial. The Submarine Cables Com- 
mittee had issued their report, and it was gratifying to the board to 
find that they aacribed the position of the company to the paucity 
of traffic in the region served by their cables, which, of course, was 
a thing absolutely beyond their control. He regretted that the 
Committee did not make any such recommendation as they had 
hoped, but it appeared to them that under the present circumstances, 
which bad greatly changed their position, some such help might 
even yet be given. 

Mr. Henry Ногмеѕ, іп seconding the motion, referred in feeling 
terms to the sad loss of life which the company bad suffered in St. 
Pierre, and said that as most of those lost were breadwinners, he 
thought they would wish to show their sympathy in a practical 
way by giving help to those left in need. The company was a poor 
one, and he did not know whether they could do anything, but he 

would be glad to start a fund by giving £5. 
' Mr. THORPE and other shareholders expressed the opinion that 


the company should certainly do something in the way of helping - 


the relatives and dependants of tbeir servante who had perished in 
the disaster, and, after snme discussion, a unanimous resolution was 
passed authorising the directors to spend such a sumof money with 
that object as they might think desirable. 

Replying to questions, the CHatnmMan said that four of their 
cables were broken, but as yet they could not say whether they had 
been destroyed. 

The report was then adopted, iand the retiring director, Mr. 
Andrew, re- elected. 


Eastern Extension, Australasia and China Tele- 


graph Company. 


Sır J. WorrE Barry, chairman, presided at the fifty-seventh halt- 
yearly general meeting of the shareholders of this company, held 
on Wednesday, May 7th, at River Plate House, Finsbury Circus, 
EC. In proposing the adoption of the report, he said the gross 
revenue for the half-year ending December, 1901, amounted to 
£324,000, against £360,(00 in the corresponding period of the pre- 
vious year, а decrease of £36,000. Of this sum nearly £20,000 was 
due to traffic with Australasia and the remainder to traffic with 
China, Japan and the Philippines. It must, however, be borne in 
mind that the traffic of 1900 had been abnormally large, consequent 
upon the troublesome times in China and elsewhere. This, there- 
fore, bad naturally made the traflic receipts for last year compare 
somewhat unfavourably, but as a matter of fact, it was not un- 
satisfactory so far as China and Japan were concerned. The 
Australasian traffic had been very disappointing, for the number of 
words transmitted had remained almost stationary, in spite of the 
very large reductions in the rates. That uosatisfactory condition of 
things might possibly be due to the uncertainty which had pre- 
vailed in Australasian circles with regard tothe new Tariff Bill, 
which Bill, he was glad to report, was now settled, and possibly 
they would see the effects of ıt in increased traffic. The working 
and other expenses during the half year had unfortunately shown 
an increase of £15,600, of which £6,000 was due to increased cost of 
maintenance of cablea, due to circumstances over which they had no 
control, and the balance was accounted for by the opening of new 
stations in connection with the Cape — Aust ralasia cable. Taking 
the figures for the whole of 1901, it was found that the decrease in 
the gross revenue receipts was not so great, the total decrease for 
the whole year being £3,500. The expenses, of course, still 
remained heavy, they being for the усаг £22,000, but were mainly 
due to causes not connected with the traffic. The usual quarterly 
dividends of 28 6d. per share bad been paid, and a final dividend 
was now recommended, making 5 per cent. for the year, and in 
addition a bonus of 4s. per share, or 2 per cent., making a total 
distribution of 7 per cent., which, he hoped, under all the circum- 
stances, would not be considered unsatisfa:tory. After crediting 
the subsidiary reserve funds with the usual contribution, there was a 
revenue balance of £69,5€0, which had been carried to the general 
reserve fund, making, with the £125,000 already contributed, a total 
amount from revenue of £194,560 for the year. On the other hand, 
they bad to debit the general reserve fund during the year with 
£497,000 for expenditure on account of the Cape — Australasia 
cable, and in carrying out partial renewals of their systems. The 
general reserve fund now stood at £969,800. Since the close of the 
half-year the last section of their great enterprise connecting the 
Cape and Australia had been successfully laid, and the whole line 
had been opeued fer traffic. The line was 7,600 nautical miles in 
length, and it passed in places at a depth of 3,400 fathoms of water, 
or about 700 fathoms deeper than the waters in which the Atlantic 
cables weresubmerged. Everything had been carried out in record 
time and without a hitch, and the board thought great credit was 
due to the contractors, the Telegraph Conetruction Company, for the 
excellent manner in which that very important work had been 
carried out. The tariff for telegrams exchanged with tbe con- 
tracting States—South Australis, Western Australia, Tasmania, and 
New South Wales—was further reduced on January 1st from 3s. 6d. 
to 3s. а word for ordinary messages with proportionate reductions 
for Government and Press telegrams. If the standard revenue was 
maintained during the current year, the tariff would be further 
reduced next January to 2s. 6d., but in order to realise this 


reduction he was bound to say that the Australasian traffic would have 
to show much more vitality than in the past few years They had 
also been in a position to make substantial reductions in the tariffs - 
from telegrams exchanged between the Straits Settlements and 
Netherlands, India. The rates had been reduced from 5s. 3d. to 
48. 5d. The first section of the Pacific cable between Australia and 
New Zealand, belonging to the British and Colonial Government, 
was opened for traffic last month, when competition was started 
with the company’s cables between Australia and New Zealand. 
He was sorry to say that the Federal Government had announced a 
reduced uniform terminal rate for the Pacific route, while maintain- 
ing the higher differential terminal rates for the company’s traffic 
between New Zealand and Australia. This was a proceeding 
opposed to the terms of the special contract made between the 
company and the New Zealand and New South Wales Governments 
when the cable was laid, and was also contrary in the board’s view 
to the International Telegraph Convention. Negotiations were 
in progress on the subject, and they had every hope that when the 
injustice of the differential rates was pointed out to the Federal 
Government, the latter would retreat from what he believed was 
an untenable position, certainly untenable in view of the special 
agreement between the company and the New South Wales Govern- 
ment, and he could not help thinking untenable in view of those 
principles of free trade which they had been told would be applied 
to the competition between a Government cabl subsidised by 
public money and a cable supported by private resources, which had 
done so much good for Australasia in times past. The negotiations 
between the company and the Federal Government for substituting 
a uniform agreement for the whole Commonwealth ia place of the 
agreements with the four contracting States had not yet had any 
practical result, but they had been informed that when Mr. Barton, 
the Prime Minister, was in London next month, he would further 
discuss the matter with them. Meanwhile the higher rates were 
maintained in Victoria and Queensland,and the merchants there 
were agitating for their assimilation to the rates charged to the rest 
of the Commonwealth. The board very earnestly desired to bring 
that assimilation about, but at the same time they felt that they had 
aright to ask that in the two States which still held out the com- 
pany sbould have the same right of dealing directly with the public 
that had been given to them under the arrangements with the other 
four contracting States which enjoyed the lower tariff. The chair- 
man then proceeded to refer to the report issued by the Inter- 
Departmental Committee, which was appointed by the Government 
to inquire into the question of tariffs and matters connected with 
cable communication. He said the Committee had from its con- 
stitution commanded universal respect, and had left no matters 
uninvestigated tbat were placed before them. Having considered 
the different proposals which tad been laid before them, 
the Committee only recommended three extensions, two of 
which affected that company, one of them only to a 
slight extent, which was a proposed landline between Burma and 
the Straits Settlements, a proposal the board did not view with 
any dissatisfaction. The other recommeudation, however, was a 
more important one. It was suggested that for strategic purposes 
there should be a linking up of their cable with the Island of Cocus 
to Ceylon for the purpose of giving an alternate route to India. 
The board had not taken any steps with regard to the report gene- 
rally, but they would be happy to consider with the Government 
how such a cable should be laid provided that the intereste of 
the company’s shareholders were safeguarded. Regardiug the con- 
cluding paragraph in the report about tariffa, the committee, after 
having heard tbe alternatives which bad been put forward by such 
gentlemen аз Mr. Henniker Heatou and Sir Edward Sassoon, had 
said that they were not prepared to say tzat any of the rates were 
excessive with one exception —viz., that of the Gold Coast to Nigeria, 
which it was considered should be further reduced. He had no 
doubt the directors would be able to show the Government very 
good reasons for the change which had been made, as, although the 
traffic in question was very small, it was conducted at great cost. 
He ought perhaps before concluding to make just a few remarks as 
to the subject of wireless telegraphy. In addressing the meeting last 
year he had taken the opportunity to say a few words on the . 
subject, which had been very widely circulated, and he would only 
add now that there had since been no new development of a prac- 
tical nature. Не had nothing to withdraw from what he had said 
at the last meeting, aud his views, he thought, had lately been 
endorsed by Lord Kelvin in America, that wireless telegraphy 
might be a useful adjunct to telegraphy, but it would not benetit 
the legitimate work of submarine cables. 

Sir J. DENISON PENDER seconded the motion, and the report was 
adopted. 


New General Traction Company. 


THE sixth annual general meeting of the above company was held 
at Salisbury House, E.C., on Monday morning under the chairman- 
ship of Baron Emile B. D'Erlanger. 

In moving the adoption of the report, the CHAIRMAN referred first 
to the death of Capt. Pavey, the old chairman of the company. The 
accounts showed some noteworthy changes from last year. Taking 
the balance-sheet, they found the sbare capital unaltered at 
£370,000. Треп came the item of £181,300 debentures, which 
appeared in the accounts for the firet time. About a year ago they 
issued £200,000 debentures, of which 4181, 300 was actually sub- 
scribed. Most of the subscriptione, however, came from the directors 
and their friends. Those debentures served to wipe out the item 
of £157,000 which was the floating debt in the last year's balance- 
sheet. They had an unappropriated balance on March 23rd, 1901, 
of £41,135, and a profit for this year of £40,526, making a total of 


With that amount and the reserve they intended to wipe 
out the goodwill entirely. Coming to the credit side of the 
ce-shcet, they had a little more cash in hand. Last y 


they had only £482,073, which showed an increage in their holding 
in subsidiary companies of £79,625. 
only amounted to a little more than £3,000, as against £22,367, 
which meant that they had completed a good deal of the work 


amounted to £12,790, and the profit on ‘construction of tramways 
was £47,659, making a total of £60,449. Last year, while their 
profit amounted to £53,209, it only included £2,765 for interest on 


ы 


as possible they should wipe it out, and the shareholders had shown 


Tramways and 9,668 Ordinary shares out of 
was a purely holiday tramway, and last year the preference shares 


system of 23 miles, and in that venture they held $805,000 of 


Assets, amongst, which was the order for a tramway in the North, 
Which was not Opposed at present. 


Мт. BRAND, M.P., seconded the motion. 
Lord Esvny severely criticised the past financial operations of 


had been done in priority to the preference dividend, was entirely 
| He moved ап 
amendment, “That this meeting be adjourned until Monday, the 
26th inst., at the same hour, in order that meanwhile the directors 
may furnish the shareholders with such printed information as wil] 


enable them to form an Opinion of the company's financia] 
position." 


ccounts of the Subsidiary companies with their own report. 
l'he CHAIRMAN denied that Ithe indictment of Lord Ebury was a 
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Further discussion arose on а question of Lord Ebury with 
regard to the underwriting of the debenture issue, which the CHAIR- 


This discussion came to nothing, and the meeting concluded with 
the re-election of the retiring directors and auditors. 


——ů—ů— 


Elmore's German and Austro-Hungarian Metal 
Company, 


Mn. J. MacFAnraN presided on Wednesday last week over the 
eleventh annual ‘meeting of the above company, held at Winchester 
House, E.C., and in moving the adoption of the report, said he 


their control. € work done at the factory, even ав far as 
November, showed a considerable profit, and although Germany 


year, for at one period they felt confident of carrying through the 

conversion of the debenture Stock, which meant so much to them, 

apart from the Saving in interest. 1 

the important position they did amongst the manufacturers of 

Germany, they should pay 8 per cent. for their debenture stock, and 
t 


holders were shareholders, he thought they should make any 


the same time they got a fixed sum and got it regularly. They 
found, after considerable negotiation, that they could not profitably 


the period. when the preference shareholders would cease to take 
Yoths of the profits, and when the whole question of a ré-arrange- 
ken up, withont in any 

way interfering with the rights of one or other of the shareholders, 
and he thought they would admit that such a proposal was the right 
Unfortunately, however, a holder of £100 
Mr. Walker—thought otherwise, and while 


E 
on with his action, and they had done their best to bring the matter 


ment had the Tight to continue for a further 19 months. 


turnover in money was practically the same in the past year as the 


sending out orderg wholesale. 
The report was adopted. 


English Electro-Metallurgical Company, 


THE MARQUIS D'HAUTPOUL presided at the meeting held on Ma 
9th at Salisbury House, Е.С. He moved the adoption of the follow- 
ing report :— 
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The directors present accounts and balance-sheet to December 815$ last. 
The works at Leeds have now been completed and handed over for the current 
working by the company's own staff. The actual test working of the machinery 
began in November last, and а few difficulties inseparable from the starting of 
Dew works led to some «liz ht delays. These, however, were speedily overcome, 
and the manufacture has been ‘proceeding smoothly ever since, апа sincs 
January upon n commercial scale. The certificate of he Admiralty has been 
obtained, placing the company upon their list for all general purposes. The 
tests of the Board of Trade are now proceeding, and it is expected that their 
certificate, which takes a longer time to obtain, will be given about June. All 
tests made show the tubes produced to be of most superior quality. In 
September last the directors secured the services of Mr. Н. J. Elliott, late 
general manager of Elliott's Metal Company, as general manager of the com- 
pany, and in December appointed Mr. Parkes, formerly of Bolton's Copper 
Works, as works manager. ‘They have every reason to be satisfied, therefore, 
that the executive management will be in safe and experienced hands. Both 
the gentlemen named, accustomed as they have been to the ordinary methods 
of tube making, are more than surprised at the advantages offered by the com- 
pany's process as now put in practice. The acknowledgments of the company 
are due to Messrs. Demmler & Bethmont, under whose supervision the recon- 
struction of the works has been carried out. Considerable complications have 
arisen in the execution of the purchase contract by differing interpretations 
thereof put upon it by Elmore's Trust and ourselves. In order, therefore, to 
get an authoritative decision on these points, the company commenced an 
action (it may almost be termed a friendly action) against Elmore's Trust 
in July last, and this was complicated by one of the bondholders of the 
Glasdir Copper Mines suing the Trust under the guarantee given upon 
these debentures by the late Elmore Copper Companies. The progress of 
these matters before the Court was, however, so slow, that, by mutual arrange- 
ment, they have been reterred by the Judge to Mr. Cohen, K.C., as special 
referee. ‘he preparation of the accounts has been somewhat delayed in the 
hope that Mr. Cohen's decision should be received and given effect to. In this 
the directors have been disappointed, but it ix possible that something may 
be known by the date of the meeting of shareholders. It has been found that 
the present name of the company is rather an awkward one for common use, 
being more after French than English models; it is, therefore, proposed to 
alter it by a special resolution which will be submitted at the meeting of 
shareholders, The name proposed to be adopted is“ The Lecds Copper Works, 
Limited.” 

As announced in the last report, the directors have had to defend an action 
hrouetit by the Metallurgical Engineering Company in respect of the Elmore 
Rapid Process. The matter proved to be complicated with many other things 
of the past history of the old companies, and owing to the terms of the contracts 
entcred into by them, it was impracticable to maintain the option over the 
Rapid Process without considerable disbursements, which, in the present 
state of our knowledge, would be purely speculative. On the other hand, there 
was а grave question whether the company had not incurred a certain amount 
of responsibility for the safe custody of the experimental plant supplied in con- 
nection with the process by the Metallurgical Engineering Syndicate, and if 
the action had been lost on these minor points we should have had to рау a 
certain proportion of costs also: so that when by the good offices of a mutual 
friend a compromise was proposed costing us only £750, the directors decided 
to accept it rather than continue the litigation. The board the more willingly 
agreed to the suggestion conveyed to them because it implied a restoration of 
friendly relations with the Messrs. Elmore, with whom, as directors of the 
Metallurgical Engineering Company, the position has been somewhat acutely 
strained. As a result of these better relations, it is hoped that an arrangement 
will be come to with the Glasdir Copper Mines, chietly represented by the 
Messrs. Elmore, by which this company’s interests will be safeguarded, and the 
mine, which has been in the hands of a receiver for some months, will be set on 
а paying basis. 


In the course of his speech the CHAIRMAN said that any award 
that Mr. Cohen, KC., might give involving further payment by 
this company would have to be trented in the balance-shect as part 
of the purchase price. The directors believed that such items as 
might be given against them would be only of trifling amount, but 
the matters at issue involved more than £12,000 of claims by the 
vendors, which the directors repudiated. The sum which they bad 
paid in compromise of the action with the Metallurgical Engineering 
Syndicate had been placed to the same account, as their liability 
there was a consequence of former engagements entered into. After 
referring to the accounts, the speaker eaid that the company had 
been upon a commercial scale and basis since the month of January, 
gradually increasing the output and extending the connections. 
The new works were better arranged, they worked much more econo- 
mically, and produced a copper as good as the original Dives works. 
At the present moment their output was on the basis of 25 tons gross 
per week, but they were equal to a turnover of CO tons. The 
Inspector of the Admiralty had tested and approved of thcir tubes, 
. and for all general purposes they were placed upon the official list. 
For steam pipes, both on the Admiralty list aud for the Mercantile 
Marine, they had still to await the Board of Trade tests, which 
began a fortnight ago, and ought to be concluded before the end of 
this month. They hoped then to obtain an almost immediate 
augmentation of business, although in many cases they must be shut 
out until the end of the year, when yearly tenders came to be fixed. 
After referring in some detail to the changes in the management, 
the Chairman said that the copper market had got upon a more 
normal basis, and this was of great importance. The lower the price 
of the raw material the more demand there would be for the com- 
pany's wares, and the risk of carrying stock would also be very much 
reduced. As matters now stood there was more expectation of a 
rise in value than a further fall, but in any case tbe fluctuations can- 
not be of so serious moment as those of last year. Under the 
advice of their managers, they had decided to add a small plant for 
making brass tubes. The plant will be capable of turning out about 
80 tous a montb, and will greatly facilitate taking orders from 
firms who require supplies both of copper and brass goods. 

Mr. A. DEMMLER seconded the motion, and it was adopted. 


> 


Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company, 


THE sixty-first half-yearly meeting of the shareholders of this com- 
pany was held on Wednesday last week at the offices of the com- 
pany, 58, Old Broad Street, E.C., Mr. Charles W. Parish (chairman) 
presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said that, 
with regard to the traffic of the company for the past half-year, he 
would like to call their attention to the comparative statements for 
the years 1900 and 1901. The receipts from the traffic for the year 


1900 amounted to £22,081, and in 1901 they gave a total of £19,251. 
That reduction was due to the local rates having been lower in May, 
1900, and which bad made comparison in the accounts useless 
during the tirst six months of 1900 and 1901. In reviewing the 
last six months of 1901 with those of 1900, they had been working 
under practically the same conditions, and he was glad to point out 
that from July to December of 1901, the amount of traffic reccipts 
was £9,270, as against £8,903 for the same period of 1900, being an 
increase of £367, which, ‘although not a very important amount, 
Was a satisfactory sign. Adding to the £9,270 received in traffic 
receipts for the last balf of 1901 the £2,093 received as interest on 
investments, &c., they had a total of £11,363 to deal with. While 
their expenses for the past half year had been £5,334, those 
in the second half of 1900 were &5,502, ‘ог an increase of 
£168, which was, he thought, в very small variation on such 
a large business, and really confirmed the opinion expressed 
by him before, that they had no elasticity in the accounts 
to cut down or economise upon. Both in Cuba and in London the 
officials of the company thoroughly understood that they had to 
work as economically as possible, which he was sare they did in every 
respect. As regarded the dividends, the preference shares absorbed 
£3,000, and they proposed to pay 4 per cent. on the ordinary shares, 
which would need £2,300, and would carry forward £4,590 to the 
next half year’s accounts as compared with £4,761 brought forward 
from June, 1901. It was satisfactory to learn that the broken cable 
which the company had between Cape-Cruz—Santiago section of the 
Manzanillo—Santiago cable bad been successfally repaired. "They 
had hired a steamer, the Newingion, for the purpose, which went 
out under the superintendence of Mr. keith. e cable was found 
to be broken in very dcep water, and considerable skill was required 
to repair the damage. Не was glad to say that Mr. Keith was able 
to telegraph to them on March last that the cable was in good work- 
ing order. The cost of the hiring of the steamer and the cable used 
would not fall far shorb of £06,000 or £7,000, which amount they 
would meet out of the reserve fund. Of course, they were aware 
that the reserve fund was accumulated for that very purpose, and 
they bad, therefore, to be thankful that they had that fund to call 
upon in those emergencies. He regretted to state that the com- 
pany had been unable to report the settlement of the claim for the 
damage done to their cables during the South American war, but it 
was understood that the Bill respecting the same was now 
pending in the House of Representatives, and the Foreign 
Office had been helping them as much as possible in the 
matter. He would read to them the last communication 
they had received from the Foreign Office on the matter, which was 
dated April 10th, 1902. It was addressed to the secretary as 
follows :—“ Dear Sir,— With reference to my letter of the 12th ult. 
relative to the claims of your company against the United States 
Government, I am directed by the Marquis of Lansdowne to inform 
you that his Lordship has now received a dispatch from the 
Ambassador at Washington, stating that the note which his 
Excellency addressed to the United States Government on 
December 26th, 1900, on the subject, is still unanswered. Mr. Hay 
has, however, promised to press for action on the Bill now pending 
in the House of Representatives for granting reimbursements for 
the expense incurred by your company in repairing their cables. 
As regards the question of arrears of subsidy, Lord Pauncefote is of 
opinion that it would be useless to take further action in the matter 
until the change of Government in Cuba has been effected, the date 
of which has now been fixed for May 20tb.—I am, Sir, your humble 
servant, F. H. Villiers." It was, he thought, rather annoying thatthis 


unsettled claim went as far back as 1898, but they must remember 


that the United States Government had had a considerable task to 
deal with in Cuba, and they could only hope their claim would be 
settled now as quickly as possible, for it was believed that during 
this month the new Government came into operation in Cuba. As 
regarded the lawsuit between the West India Panama Company and 
themselves, he believed the Bill of the company in the House of 
Lords would come up for discussion next autumn. 

Mr. R. K. Gray seconded the motion. 

Replying to a shareholder, the CHAIRMAN said he thought the 
Marconi system was in such an early stage that it would not affect 
the company to a very large degree. 

The report was adopted. 


Telegraph Manufacturing Company. 


AN extraordinary general meeting of the above company was held 
last Friday at Liverpool to consider the proposal to amalgamate 
with the British Insulated Wire Co., Ltd. Mr. James Taylor 
(chairman of the company) preaided. 

The solicitor read the agreement, dated April 28th, 1902, 
between the Telegraph Manufacturing Co. (the vendor) and the 
British Insulated Wire Co. (the purchaser). The vendor company 
agrees to sell, and the purchaser company to purchase the whole of 
the assets and undertaking of the vendor, except the sum of 
£12,354, which the vendor company retains. The purchaser is to 
pay to the vendor company the sum of £400,000, to be satisfied by 
the allotment to the vendor company or its nominees of 20,000 fully 
paid-up preference sbares of £5 each, and 30,000 fully paid-up 
ordinary shares of £5 each in the purchasing company. The sale 
takes effect as from December 31st last, and is to be completed on 
May 31st. The name of the purchaser company is to be changed 
into one embodying the distinctive features of the name of the two 
companies. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving that the agreement be confirmed, said 
that it had been evident for some time to the directors that com- 
petition was increasing, and, therefore, the directors had come to 
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the conclusion it would be better to enter into partnership with a 
large firm doing this class of work rather than continue competi- 
tors, especially in view of tbe fact tbat two large companies in the 
south in a similar business were joining hands. The last four 
о onths showed а very substantial increase in the business of the 
British Insulated Wire Co., and with the prospect of better foreign 
trade the sbares ought now to stand bigher in the market. 
The resolution was carried unanimously.— Financial Times. 


South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Co.— 
Letters of allotment and regret for the issue of 45,000 shares have 
been posted. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending May 
9th were £705; corresponding week last year, 4701: increase, £i. Total 
to date, £12 076 ; corresponding period last year, £10,661; increase, £1,415. 
Miles of track open, 103. 


екоо and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 

May 10th were £332; corresponding week last year, £835; decrease, 

£3. оч, сори to date, £4,578; corresponding period last year, £4,2t5; 
increase, 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
ping 9th were £4,103; corresponding period last year, £4,305; decrease, 
2 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending M ay 2nd :— 


| Сора ов | No i Aggregate. 
with corres- | — reine DEED 
Company. | Amount ponding week EUM 

of last year. Amount. Inc. or Dec. 

| cem. E : 
| £ 44 -£ £ -£ 
Devonport* .. | 823 — — | 174 6,720 — 
Dudley- Stourbridge | 681 65 — 173 | 11,417 — 
Gateshead" 682 — — | 17 11,164 — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 517 | £ — I 7,035 — 
Hartlepool... : | 233 , 83 — d 8 491 — 
Kidderminster ae 106 9 — 17 1,726 — 
Merthyr? . . 1101 , — 57 17 8,332 428 
Middleton*  .. | 981 — — | F 1.587 — 
Oldham- коп 514 83 — 17 8,229 — 
Poole? .. . 1 245 = 1,17 3,619 US. аы 
Potteries — ... — ..; 1476 110 — | 174 | 24066 = 
Southport t 228 101! — 17 2,80 — 
South Staffordshire} 769 41 — 17 1,753 — 
Swansea : п 494 29 | — |1 | 7,198 - 
кыы ей 58 — | — 174 | 961 — 
Tynemouth§ . 918 ' 659 | — 17 9, 4F0 — 
olverhampton Dist. 159 | 109 | — 173 | 2,342 — 


= Not in operation last year. t Partly steam. t Comparison from April 
6th only. Comparison from March 16th only. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending May 10th were 

7,088; corresponding week last year, £6,514; increase, 4571. Total 

receipte to date, £126,884; corresponding period last year, £117,588; in- 
crease, £9,346. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
May llth were 43,050; corresponding week last year, £2,022; increase, 
£1,028. Total receipts to date (19 weeks), £56,507; corresponding period last 
year, £37,855; іпогеаве, £18,C49. Miles open, 64; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.— The receipts for the week ending May 
lOth were £182 4s. 44d.; corresponding week last year, £197 бв. 84d.; de- 
crease, £15 2s. 4d. Total to date, £8,371 49. 7d.; corresponding pericd 
last year, £3,286 Os. Od.: increase, £103 4s. 7d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,130; 1901, 5,061. Number of cars, 1902, 11; 1901, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—Thbe receipts for the week ending May 
9th were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., 28.669 2s. 103.; D. S. D. Co £807 188. 6d.; 
total, £4,477 1s. 4d.; corresponding week last year—D. U.T. Со, £3,523 
ls. 11d.; D. S. D. Co., 2779 Ys. 2d.; total, 44.902 lls. Id.; increase, £174 
103. 31.; aggregate to date, £76,499 108. lld.; last year, £73,203 28. 9d.; 
increase, £3,636 8s. 2d. Mileage worked, 46. 


East Ham Tramways.—' The receipts for week ending May 10th, were £401 O8. 9d.; 
total to date, £16,607 2s. 94d. Started running June 22nd, 1901. Car miles 
run, 10,940. Number of cars, 18; miles open, 5. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.—For week ending May 3rd, £11,686 10s. 7d., 
compared with £11,756 8s. 1d. for same period in previous year. For wcek 
May 10th, £11,711 16s. td., compared with £10,691 s. 9d. for saine period in 
previous year. Aggregate since June Ist, 1901, £577,441, compared with 
£452 567 for corresponding period in previous year. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.— The receipts for the week ending May 
llth were £1,419; corresponding week last year, £1,616; decrease, £197. 
Total to date £26,657: corresponding period last year, £29,167; decrease, 
£2,510. Miles open, 6 miles 57 chains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


2 Wednesday Evening. 

PRoTRACTED watching for peace, and the proximity of the Whitsun 
holidays, are adverse factors to making of business in most of the 
Stock Exchange markets, but the electrical supply section acknow- 
ledges no lack of trade, and telegraph descriptions are fairly active. 
In the home railway market, too, there is considerably more inte- 
rest taken in the electrical schemes, which press so thickly on all 
sides, than there is in steam stocks, and it is thought the time may 
not be far distant when a separate department will have to be 
formed for dealing in light railways alone. Of course, while the 
proposals are before the various Committees, there cannot be much 
financial activity ; but as soon as what are left of them emerge 
from their trying ordcal, a lively time is anticipated. 


The awful catastrophes in Martinique and St. Vincent have 
caused no change in that portion of the telegraph market devoted to 
West Indian specialities. West India and Panama Ordinary shares can 
hardly fall much lower than they already are, but t e Preferences are 
immobile, the first Preference maintaining its advance of last 
week, while the Debentures are even up one point. The loss of the 
company’s repairing ship Groppler is regarded as the most serious 
loss sustained by the West India and Panama Co., but the impression 
is that she was insured. Western Telegraphs are also unaltered, and 
the French company's issues command no market in Capel Court. 
The steadiness of this group has excited some surprise, which is all 
the more freely expressed from the general daluess of telegraph 
securities as a whole. Eastern Ordinary, for instance, has lost 
another three points, and is down to 120, at which price the return 
to an investor is only a shade under 6 per cent, taking the usual 
7 per cent. dividend of the company as a basis of calculation. 
Eastern Extensions, however, are comparatively hard at 123 er 
dividend and bonus, so that the price is but little short of 10 per 
cent. above that of Eastern Ordinary. A trifling irregularity is 
shown in the senior securities of the Eastern division, but the 
changes are very insignificant. Indo-European, although ex divi- 
dend, show no change. 

Anglo-American Preferred has slid back a little, losing its gain of 
last week, but the other trans-Atlantic stocks call for no comment. 

Further strength in City and South London stock is the 
feature amongst electrical railway descriptions. The Ordinary has 
advanced to 73, aud already forecasts of the probable dividend are 
being circulated. Some tell us that 34 per cent. will be paid, 
against the 17 distributed for the first half of 1901. The estimate 
seems distinctly overdrawn, and if the company declares 24 to 3 
per cent. there will be much satisfaction. Its 1891 Preference 
stock stands at 130, the 1896 at 1254, and that issued last year is 
quoted about 122, but the dealers do not bid more than 120. This 
last named stock is still largely held by those who took it up at 
112 not во very long ago, and the market is somewhat timid in 
raising the price less it should be saddled with more than it 
wants. Otherwise with the excellent results being secured by the 
line, the 1901 Preference would look inviting at anywhere about its 
current quotation. 


Great Northern and City Preferred Ordinary shares stick at 84, 
detpile the permission for tbe company to extend its line into 
Lothbury, the heart of the City. Metropolitan District stockholders 
are still perturbed at the prospect of the L.C.C. trams on the Em- 
bankment, but the stock is fairly firm at 324, although Sir J. Wolfe 
Barry hinted that more money might be wanted for strengthening 
the tunnels if heavy cars are torun slong the Embankment and 
over the District’s subterranean lines. East London stock at 732 is 
indulging in its annual flutter, and London Tilbury stock is im- 
proving on the tugges:ious for electrification. Metropolitan keeps 
at about 81. Waterloo and City is unchanged at 924. A hard and 
advancing market is London United Tramways new Debenture at 
105, the provisional certificates being called 54, and investors are 
appreciating the good security which this stock offers. The Prefer- 
ence, however, are } easier. British Electric Tractions are 14; in 
small lots some 2,000 shares have changed hands within the past 
fortnight, and an increase of 1 per cent. inthe next dividend is not 
improbable. Westinghouse Debenture is 2 better at par, the Pre- 
ference at 54 and the Ordinary at 6} keep merely steady. Natur- 
ally there are rumours afl.at as to Mr. J. P. Morgan“ buying- 
up” the Westinghouse Company: the yarn was bound to come in 
connection with the reported negotiations over the Manchester Ship 
Canal and Trafford Park Estates. 


New General Tractions are still miserably weak on the report 
issued the other day. That lamentable document was glossed over 
as favourably as might be at Monday's meeting, and further criti- 
cism upon the balance sheet would probably be supererogatory. 
The Ordinary shares are nominally £2 to £3 apiece, the 6 per 
cent. Preferences are 4, and the 5 per cent. Debentures are a couple 
of points below par. Calcutta Tramways are a little easier upon 
the issue of new shares, and Calcutta Electric Supply have 
sympathised to a small extent. Cape Electrics, however, are good 
at 23, and Anglo-Argentines have strengthened to 41. 

Metropolitans remain an active feature in the Supply market, and 
have added another 10s. to their quotation. The eagerly-awaited 
award of the Marylebone arbitrators should be out within the next 
three or four weeks. Brush shares are steady to good, upon the 
passing round of a tip anent the recent fall having been overdone. 
Edmundson's are in request, and so are South London, although 
there is no change to report in the nominal price of either. 

Orientals, in the Telephone market, are er dividend, but keep 
at £1. Telegraph Manufacturing has receded 103. upon deduction 
of the dividend, and the amalyamation has had no effect either 
upon these or British Insulated Wire shares. 
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Closing Closing | during o 
МАМЕ, wosk 
African Direct Tel h, 4 % Debs — 
25,000 | Amason Telegrap Bie - 


lo-American 2 еее 
= 8 do 6 Ф Pret. - "m 


Chili Telephone, 2 T o 44,000 а 
eoe eee eee [II 


Cuba Telegraph - " ee 
Do. 10% Pref. eee eae өе ee е 
Direct Bpanish b ogra ee 906 eee te 
Do. do. E 10 Oum. Pref. ee se LJ 
Do. do. 4% % Debs. e oe 
Direct United Btates Oable . 20 
101, 5001 loe West India Cable, p ** Beg. Pu 100 
Telegraph, Btock - 
Do. 4 95 Mort. Deb. Btock Bed. . А 


Stock 107 —112 111 1083 
and Boath African Telegraph, 4 Ф Mort. Deb. | 
Nos. 1 to 3,000, red. 1909 


4 % Beg, Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 | 25 100 —103 %| 99 —1C2 
180,227 Globe Telegraph and es ete 000 eve 8 — 9 81 8 
Do. . de. 69 Pr.... oo 194— 134 1214 123 
150,000 | Great Northern ph, of 20 — 28 272 
Halifax and Bermuda Cable, 1st Mort. Dl 100 99 — 103 
| ов. 1 to 1,200, Red. 
Buropean eec өөө ee 37 — 41 xd uL 
100,0007| London Platino- Brasilian Tel 6 % Debs. .. - ` 100 — 104 ve 
мене ee » Nos, 1 to 72,680 . i- i I - 
Pret., Nos. 1 to 86,493 ; 1— 1 T 
National Telephone, Pref. Stock „ 5 95 — 99 973 96 
Pref. shares . 00е eee 3) — 39 soo 
Do Def. Stock Я = 82 64 xd 55 — 59 553 
Do. 6 Oum. lat Pref. [TT) eee e 6 6 6 12 — 14 124 e 
Do. 6 Cum. and Pref. eee 6 6 6 12 — 14 [I 
Do. 5 V Non-cum. 8rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 5 5 5 4i— 54 bes 
Do. 9j % Deb. Stock Red. - 8 33 93 94 + 97 953 | 94 
Do. 4% Deb. Stock Red.. , e 4284 103 —107 | 1044 | 1034 
Oriental Telephone Nos. 1 to 171,504, s 1 6 169% | н— I% н Ide. 
Pacific and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debs, 1 to 1,000 ... ms * . | 99 —102 102 ivi 
Submarine Oables Trust eee ве eee vee ee ° e. 119 —}25 


Do, do. 6 96 Debs. 900 eee oe 103 —106 oe 
West African Telegrap Debs.... 0 Ty) 99 —102 ee 
Do, do. 49 Debs, 1—1,500 gua. by Bras. Bub. 99 —102 E 
Western Telegraph, Led., Nos. 1— 990 eve ° 00 114 — 123 12 11j 
b bs. 2nd series, 1906 ee 108 —105 
do. 4 Deb. Btook Bed. eee ee 99 —10% 
West India and Panama ph °з» 000 cee ee i— 2 § $ 
do. 6 95 Oum. 1st Pref. .. 6 6$ - 6 
Do, do. 6 Oum. 2nd Pref. nee eee 43 94 5 4$ 
Оо. do. do R & Debs.. Nos. 1 to 1.800 sas sae 1005 —103 101 — 104 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Eleotric Light, Ord. 1 E eee 2— 1 i— i eee 06е 
100,000 Do. 44%, 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 100 —104 100 —104 | .. | .. 
19,661 повре eee ves арса 5 6% 6% 8 9 9 — 9j 9 — 9i jus 
20,000 Do. 7 96 Oum. Pref. 5 9— 9$ | 9— 93 s 
50,000 Chasing Ores and -g Шашу 519% 9 % 10 % 9—10 | 9-10 | .. 
000 do. Ф Саш, 5 n. 5i— 58 51— 5& | 684 51 
746000 "Chelsea Electricity ieee x aa З 2 6% iX 14% ar ^ % ey te Чү 
$ 4 на — TI eee 
do. 45 b Deb. Dock Red. eee Stock Ty) eve eee 110° —113 110 —118 112} 113 
70,579 | Oity of London Electric 40,001—110,679... | 10 4 T. 59$$5| 8— 9 8-— 9 T T 
40,000 : ў а » 1 $o 10 6 6 009 18 — 13 13 = 18 TT) ТҮ, 
Do. b. Stock, Borip. (iss. at £115) ‘all paid * 193 —198 [123 —198 и 
200,000 Do. a d Deb. В Prov. 100 006 eee tee 103 —106 103 —106 eet eee 
40,000 биш ol Laat А Drak Prov. Coed e 10 | 4 : 453 8— 9 8— 9 en i 
20,000 Do. do, до. 6 % 40,001 000 10 6 eee 12 — 13 19 — 18 eve eee 
am '8 Ootp., Shares eee eee eee e»t "cud RI 
20,000 Do. P do. 6 Cum. Pref. 90 eee eee poe TD 6 — € 6 == 63 eee 
21,000 Kensington and Knights Electric, Orc... 5 | 119, 19% 10% 10—11 | 10 — 11 
110.000 Do. are do. 4 On E - 5 . aa 
London Blectric Барр Oorporation, eos * өөө see 1 T 1 1 => 1 
49,840 рс do. do. do. 6 95 Pref. 5 TII eee me 4 — 4y 4 "2 44 eee eee 
6.760 Metropolitan mistic 10 > 02506 Е 5% 6 * Ci 15A — 164 16 17 | ay 1 
[| eee eee 10 6 — 1 == 1 16 
220,000} a Hint Mortgage Debenture Stock ‘ist .. 1111 —115 |111 —115 A T 
950,000; ре | Hi Mort. Deb. Stock -— vee Stock - .. | 97 —100 | 97 —100 984 
8,652 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting ... x. „ «| 1017917916 ® 14 — 15 14 — 15 
40,000 | St, James's and Pall Mall Blectric Light, Ord. . .| 8 144%, [149% | 144— 154 | 144— 154 | 147 
do. 7 % Pret., 90,081 to 40,080 | 5 81— 94 83 — 94 
150,00€; Do. do. 34 % Deb. Btook soe | 100 —101 | 98 —101 
12,000 | Smithfield Market Elect. Supply, ө, „ 5 11— 272 | 18 - 24 
do. 4 Deb. eoe eee Ж eee oes 80 == 90 80 - 90 T 
65,000 South London Electricity Supply, 4 .„ өөө ii 238 — 341 242 32 34 
100,518 W Bupply, eee eee LII) 5 18 % 103%, 103% 11 — 12 11 — 39 118 
ы ane to Founders Shares, 5 Liverpool Stock Exchang}, 
| Unless otherwi: с all Dividends share warran fits Бек used м 
"UL DD DE AN Еа af gue par and the гира н Ne S.. 


:880 | . THE ELECTRIC AL REVIEW. [Vol.50. No. 1,277, Мат 
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ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL nm 


sent АМЕ, is for week ended 
1 | , & _ the last three years. | й _ зони lach. | May 1th, 1%% 
1899, | 1900, | 1901. тту tens 
: 20,000 British Aluminium H Cum. Pref. eee oe eee soe esc [Ir 44— 54 4&— itt 43 se» 
800,0002 Do. do. lst Mort. Deb. Btook Red. "TT TII TII see £6 — 90 xd 86 — . 904 | еее 
62,074 | British Electric Traction э: "C 89| 99| .. |134— 144. 193— 143 14 | 1; 
90,000 Do. do. Н Oum. Pref. Ir eot eee soe eee eee 121 — 12 121— 12% oo 44+ 
600,060: Do. do Кыра! Debenture Btock ... .. |124 —137 |124 —127 128 
000 oe маа ‘Wie Ord. . [117 200 ee 20 v 15 « 10 % Hm Ju Jim 57 eee eo 
0,000 ee? [III eee eos ees TIT — = : oon Toll 
50,000 T Browett, таа & Co. d iw € eee 85 8 13s. to 168. | 13s. to 156. sas 
50,000 Cum. Pref. see eee eee 6 SP, ud ee to ио 16/6 to 17/0 ДДД eee 
105,731 | Brush Elecl. Enging., 'Ord., 1 to 405 m Ws du св 610 5 Я 1— it DE Les 
150,000 Do. | со, Моп сша. ша. 6 d Prot ў eon eee 6 6 al, E 11— 15 ses 
125, 0607 Do. b. Stock eee oes nee eee 101 Tiol 44d. LIED 
1925, боо: Do. up . 2nd Deb. Stock [Ij eee TII 0 en ris —100 eed edo 
40, "000 Do. do. .5 % Cum. Pref. [Ir eee ІТ) ese ees 51— 6 ie 6 6 511 
90, 0002 Do. do. 44 y^ 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red eee eee eee s 111 —115 111 —115 eee ve " 
1 ,969, 800 Central London 1 Ord. Stock eee eee eee eee eee 4 103 —106 103 — 106 1054 1045 | 
440, 100 Do. do. .4 Ф Pref. Stock eee eee [ITI өө sec 4 103 —106 103 —106 ў 1058 DTI 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. ese. see [I eee eee 4 100 —103 100 —103 TIT TI 
855 ,000 City and Bonth London Railway [ID oes eee eot 14% 13% 3 % 70 — 72 72 — 74 73} 714 
54 000 шр & Oo., in 4 14 Hor rt. Reg c Debs. o 900 ot 7195 8 y 4 coo 3 — 34 3 — 34 eee eee 
0 1 to 
100,000: | 2100. and QOL ES › 11,000 of £50 red us p ser | HOS —108 05] 09:208 Бр ss j ve 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. EL 1. Let, “ A? shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 6 24% i— E "mm 
17,139 Do. do. "A" Shares, 01—017,139  ... 6 23% 2— 3 2— 3 ecc өөө 
844,023] Do. do. e 4 д. Deb. Stock Red ec 000 [TII 75 — 80 75 — 80 ove [TT 
100, 000 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certa, all pd. А —À 82 — 87 82 — 87 oe “as 
112,100 Electric Oonstruction, 1 to 112,100 ... eee ves 6% 6% , 11— 12 11— 12 А 
31,390 Do. do. 7 95 Cum. Pref., 1 to 81 ‚390... 905 sea " 21— 8 2 3 ‘ see 
182, "5001 Do. do. 4 P 1st Mort. Deb. Stock eee ТҮ ee 97 —101 97 —101 e 00 
18, 000 General Elec. Co. (1900) b Ф Pref. see eee ees ә ee 9#— 10} 92— 103 10 eee 
150, 000 Do. do. 4 % Mort. Deb. ... wee aes 98 —101 98 — 101 T" sei 
35, 000 | Henley’s Sud a) Telegraph Works, Ord. ... 885 sia TE 20 % 17 — 18 17 — 18 isi sis 
35000 | Do. 43 95 Pret. ss p 4 51— 6 | 5j)— 6 ie 
50,0007 Do. do т 44 ort. Deb. Stock. „ 111—115 111 —115 - Ves 
50,000 India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works - 16 * 10 * *. | 21 — 22 21 — 22 ee Re 
300, 0007 Do. do. do. 4 Ф 1st ort. Deb eos eee eee RA 99 —102 99 —102 ees owe 
37,500 {Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. .. es e в 38% sx 14% 44— 5 4j— 5 T - 
10, 000 t Do. do. Pref., £10 paid өөө 20 5 ; 104 == 11 103— 11 oon eee 
7. 500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 7, 000 vss (е $us ies 1%— 164 | 154—164 TM vis 
f Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 Cum. Pref. .. T - ТА 19/0 to 20/0 | ... А 
37,350 Telegraph 5 and Maintenance ...  .. . 15 mn 20 % 34 — 37 84 — 37 360 
150,000 Do. 4 95 Deb. Ваз. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909  ... ave s.. 1103 —106 103 —106 T — 
25,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... eee 12 12 `% ecc 10§— ni 10 — 11xd " 8096 
20,000 Do. do. 5 % Om. Ри. Nos. 1 to 20,000... 1 M 54— 6 TIT eve 
540,0007 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Вой .. . | 100 | 3 * 3 * 9 4 91 — Sh 91 — 94 ib si 
t Quotations op Liverpool Stock Exchange. | Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCTRABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY (пот... 
Consolidated Teleph Construction and Maintenance, , ldham ; KElectrio à 
Natioval Electric free Wiring, —1. е * 1 R St. ТР 940 1010. 
From Bhminghsm £bsre Lipi < Frem Manchester Shere Ljst. Bank rate of 3 8 per cent. "(February 6th, 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, May 14th. | 
CHEMICALS, &о. This week. | Last week. | Ino. or Deo. METALS, &., (continued.) This week.| Last week.|Ine. ot De. 
Ac L] өе oe 0 ө е ee : A ee eo | ee £69 £69 oe 
Deme e а | Xo oc | = : „ E 18 | ЕЕЕ 
a 99 ee ee eo r owt. [7^ 89/- ee e [T] E! tio) Bars ee per ton £68 £68 еә 
& n Bulphurie oe ee e Ber o Bi 6/6 ee e 50 T B ee Per ton £76 £75 ee 
а Ammoniac, Bal . per еті, 42. 42. T 6 n " Bod ee per ton £68 £68 ee 
а Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) :. person | 488 10 £88 10 - 9 2 " Н.О. Wire per lb. 8d. 8d. oe 
ee per ton 480 280 oe f Ebonite Rod ee ee ee oe per lb. 97 8/- ee 
а Bledshingpowlés „ 2. егор 27 47 ie f Sheet e. perib bj. B v 
е Bisulphide of Carbon oo о рег ton 215 816 ee п German Silver Wire — .. ee per lb. 15 15 ee 
е Вогах ‚ oe per ton 418 418 ws ^ Gutta-percha fine.. ..  .. per lb. I- 8- га 
а Bensole (00%) .. >. . pergal JA LS m hIndis-rubber, Para fine .. .. per Ib. 8/1 to 8/14 | 8/1 to 8/14 . 
АС. ). „„ pergal 5/6 б T d Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. .. per ton #18 £18 Д 
a per Bulphate ve ton 418 £19 $ , Pig (Cleveland warrants) .. ton 48/63 48/6 144. inc. 
« Lesd, e per ton £94 $ „ Forgin 5 to per ton From 411 | From £11 
а „ White Sugar .. .. per ton 281 281 M 4 Scrap, es per ton 47/6 to 60/- | 47/6 to 50/ 
а MEMO MS ЖА oo e ре 0а m € 10 ee $ 4, Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton E 1 P Н : 
a Napbiba, Bolvent (00% 241000). ber sal, |: 6/6 6/6 8 | : Lead, Englitb 3 se Per tente via | to 218) is 
a Potash, Bichromate, in caeks.. per ib. ва, Bd. ee oo per ton £18 £18 10 Ife. dec. 
a „ Caustic (75/809) per ton 224 A94 oo ч Мар эт Wire? No. 98 .. „ рет}. RJ. g- T 
a „%  Bisulphate „% ber ton #85 285 T g Mere der bot. £6 15 £8 16 ee 
е Shellac eo o, per ows, 115/- 120/- 5s. dec. 4 Mica 112 original oases), small .. per lb, | 8d. to 98. | Bd. vo 9d. - 
в Bulpbate ot "Magnesia . ee »». per ton 44 10 44 10 9 d in АН ae medium per Ib. to 1/9 to 2/9 ee 
a Bolphur, Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 6 #6 5 oe d 1 и large .. Per Ib. 8/890 7/8 | 8/8 to 1/8 e. 
1 * Po eeTared eo per ton 4610 £6 10 is > Phospbor Bronze, pisin castings per Ib. 1140.0 1/9 |1144. to 1/9 a 
Lum ee per ton 45 £6 - p " od bars & ro per lb. | 1/- to 1/8 о va è 
a Bcda, Caustic (wbite 10%) .. ber ten | 410 18 410 15 E Р à и strip&ebeet per Ib. From 1/2 1 Жк 
an O ee рег top £8 28 T oPlatinom  .. wus 2 es рег on. 441 #41 ee 
te, casks — .. per Ib Nad. - 9.4. ve { Silicium Bronse Wire per Ih. 108. to 1/- | 104. so L- EN 
l Seel. Magnet, % n desc'p'n per ton From 415 to £48 oo 
METALS. es. e» өө n um EUST oe 
р Aluminiom wie e in ton per tion 24148 4148. 2 ? T bloob se se e s parton £186 £u || eire 
b in ton oa per ton A934 2954 ee f u toll es өө ee ee per Ibi 1/6 BL өө 
b eet, іп ton lots per ton 4191 2191 ee 1 re, Коа, 1 to 18 eo per lb. 1,9 17 2d. ine. 
p Babbite's sarin ingote per ton | £15 to £195| £76 to £195) „ p White Anti- friction Metals — 
e Brass (rolled metal Pto 19") basio per Ib, 62d. 63d. és " Wbite Ant brand . per ton) £95 to £65 | £35 to £65 oe 
e Tube (brased) ..  .. per lb. на, Ҹа. ids Yarns, 8/100 тез Conon, on ерл» per lb. 7d. 7d. - 
6 n » (solid drawn)  .. per Ib. "d. (d. i ә ев x _ee per lb. ма. Sad. T 
9 v Wire, basis ee ee Der tb. Id. 7d. oe I н Ag 10 a ita: Russian » per lb. 5]xd. sped. өө 
в Tubes (brased) e. регі ыа, д. 85 ) n e. Russian, single . per Ib. 44d. 4id. is 
9 ^ solid drawn) .. per ib. 9d. d. es l 80 bs. Jute rove .. perton| 41020 £10 2 6 oo 
e Copper Bars (bett selected) .. per зор 409 409 s Bite, Bb. Vielle Montagne bnd. ] ber en £22 10 222 10 К 


fè Messrs. G. Boor & Co. 2 India -Rubber, ro r eve T. S CO D 
b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd. А Messrs, James & Shakspeare. [ t 
bee с Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Sons; поја па h Messrs. Edward Till & Co. 

P y P Messrs. F. Wiggins & Bons. suppi "| 4 Messrs. Bolling & Lowe. 


e Messrs. Frederick Smith & Co, j Messrs, Walter Н, Hindley & Co. 


m Messrs. W. Т. Glover & Co., Ltd. 

п Messrs. P. Ormiston & Sons. 

o Mesers. Jobnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd 

p The Phosphor Bronse Company, Ltd 
^ 


Quotations 


к Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
By А. С. EBORALL. 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


| (Continued from page 793.) 
IN connection with the above remarks on parallel running and 
fly-wheel effects, &c., the author thinks it might prove of interest 
to refer very briefly to & plant in which he has lately taken 
considerable interest, as there are several nevel features connected 
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with its design and operation. Fig. 7 shows the geheral arrange- 
: ment of a 600-H р. gas-driven three-phase generator, which runs 
perfectly in parallel with two steam-driven generators built by 
the same maker in the power station of a large Bohemian steel 
works. The gas engine is of the Cockerill type, having two pairs 
of tandem cylinders, and two explosions per revolution; it is 
supplied with gas (from the blast farnaces) having a heat value of 
about 2,000 calories, which is carefully cleaned before reaching the 
engine—one of the most important points connected with the 
successful operation of such plants, as far as the engine is concerned. 
The speed of the set is 150 revolutions per minute, the frequency 
25 cycles, and the generator has its armature winding in two holes 
per pole per phase, the pole-shoes being solid and cast with the 
-steel pole-cores. 

The chief features of interest in this plant are the special 
arrangements made for putting it into parallel with the steam 
generators, and for ensuring successful parallel running after- 


wards. In connection with this, it may be mentioned that the 
engine was delivered in two portions—one side, consisting of a pair 
of tandem cylinders, together with the generator, being. delivered 
and set to work first. Under these conditions the cyclic irregu- 
larity of the combination was about 1 in 130 at full load (300 и.р.), 
but later on, when the other half of the engine was put to 
work, this decreased to about 1 in 200 at the full load of 600 н.р. : 
no difficulty whatever was found -in operating the plant in 
parallel] with the steam generators under the first-mentioned 
very severe conditions. 

When connecting the gas generator to the bus bars supplied 
by the steam generators, a choking coil and an artificial load 
are used. The latter does not consiet of a resistance connected 
to the generator, but of a special eddy current brake* acting on 
the fly-wheel, having a maximum braking effect of about 300 H. p. 
Fig. 8 gives the details of this arrange- 
ment. For work of this character, an . 
artificial load of some sort is an absolute 
necessity, as an unloaded gas generator 
cannot be brought up to speed and 
thrown on the bus bars—the brake in 
quettion absorbs only a trifling amount 
of energy from the direct current mains, 
requires no additional space, can be regu- 
lated with ease and accuracy, and is an 
excellent mechanical job. Both the brake 
and the choking coil are put out of use 
as soon as the gas generator is working 
on the load; the (three-phase) choking 
coil is adjustable, and its function is 
simply to limit the synchronising currents 
which occur during the adjustments. 
Fig. 9 gives the connections for the gas 
generator and for one steam generator, 
which require no further comment. 

The governors of the steam engines 
can be controlled fróm the switchboard 
by means of small three-phase motors, 
actuating the governor gear, and the speed 
of the steam engines can thus be com- 
pletely controlled by the switchboard 
attendant when the sets are running. A 
special point connected with the design 
of the generator driven by the gas 
engine is that the reaction of its 
armature is purposely arranged to be 
ae much higher than that of the armatures 
of the steam generators, Thus, on 
account of the pressure drop of the gas 
generator being, in comparison, con- 
siderably. larger, the load on the latter 
remains nearly constant, the governors 
of the steam generators dealing with the 
variations of load—in fact, the regulation 
of the plant is performed by the steam 
engines. 

The kinetic energy of the revolving 
magnet wheel of the generator at the 
normal speed is 360 foot-tons, but аз 
a total kinetic energy of 5,000 foot-tons 
is required, a separate fly-wheel is re- 
quired to provide the large difference. 
The fly-wheel provided was made on 
the spot; it weighs 24 tons, the out- 
side diameter being 18 ft. The peripheral 
speed of the rim is thus about 8,560 ft. 
per minute at the normal speed, which 
is a value that only the best Siemens- 
Martin steel can safely stand; it is 
for this reason that the fly-wheel is 
made of this material throughout. 

The enormous fly-wheel effect of 5,000 
foot-tons required by the gas engine, in 
order that the cyclic irregularity already 
mentioned might not be exceeded, cor- 
esponds approximately to the amount 
that would be required by a well-designed 
two- crank steam engine of 1,700 н.р. run- 
ning at the same speed and having the 
same cyclic irregularity. It is clear 
that such a very large fly-wheel effect 
could not be put into the generator 
magnet wheel without seriously affecting the quality of the 
design of the generator, and as such values are a characteristic 
feature of large gas generators, separate fly-wheels are always 
arranged for in such plants, as already pointed out. 

The exciter for the gas generator described above is separately 
driven; this is a necessity in such cases, in order to prevent the 
variations in the exciting current that would take place if the 
exciters were direct coupled to the generatore, which would affect 
the pressure regulation and perhaps the parallel running as well. 

This part of the paper may be concluded with a note on the 
method of specifying fly-wheel effects generally used in this 
country. The author ventures to suggest that a much more con- 
venient way might be found of expressing the tly-wheel effect than 
that usually employed (the kinetic energy in foot-tons), which 
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* The use of an eddy current brake for such a purpose was first 
proposed by Mr. Dettmar, of Hanover. 
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includes a speed term and the value of gravity. The dynamo con- 
structor having to provide a certain fly-wheel effect in the magnet 
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wheel of his generator, the value of which ів given to him by the 
engine builder, does not require either of these terms for his calcu- 


lations; all he cares about is the diameter and weigbt of the 
magnet wheel. Under present circumstances, he is given a value of 


—2 | 

22 from which he deduces the product ws, 
and although it is of course a small matter, yet 
nevertheless time is wasted, owing to the incon- 
venience of the expression. This might be 
prevented by using a more rational expression 
for the fly-wheel effect, such as the’ simple 

duct found above, namely, the weight of wheel, 
multiplied by the square of the diameter of 
gyration.* This would be written shortly as w р?, 
and would be described in foot?-tons. It is 
certainly more correctly described as a fly-wheel 


effect tha XY. and the value is of course pro- 


portional to the cyclic irregularity. Thus, if the 
engine builder tells the dynamo maker that his 
magnet wheel must have a value of w р? = 
10,000 foot?- tons, in order that the cyclic 
irregularity of the engine in question may not 
exceed 1/200, the dynamo maker knows at once 
that if he wants a better speed regulation in 
the revolution than this, he must increase this 
value in proportion to his requirements— if, 
. for instance, a cyclic i ity of 1/400 is 
wanted, then 20,000 foot’-tons must be arranged 
for. 
The advantages of this expression to the 
dynamo maker from the point of view of all 
round convenience are obvious; the expression 
is moreover quite convenient to the engine 
builder, as he can use it directly in his 
calculations, the actual diameter of the magnet 
wheel being immaterial fo him. There is the 
further advantage that the simple expression 
w D? conveys an actual mental impression of 
the dimensions of the fly-wheel to both 
parties, which is certainly not the case with the 
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On account of these considerations the author 
hopes that those interested will give the suggestion their con- 
sideration, with a view to standardising the expression w D? for 
use in every-day practical work. The term “fly-wheel effect” 
would then have the perfectly definite meaning for every-day 
work which it lacke at present, 


(To be continued.) ` 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


ORDINARY MEETING HELD APRIL 25TH, 1902. 
Prof. S. P. THompson, President, in the chair. 


Dr. Dawson TURNER exhibited and described А Mechanical 
Break for Induction Coils,” consisting of two metallic rollers, 
with their axes parallel, and kept in contact by a spring. One of 
the rollers has a cam attached to its spindle, and can be made to 
rotate by means of a small electric motor. Once in each revolution 
the cam separates the rollers, thus making the break, and at the 
same time causing the second roller, which rides loose upon its axis, 
to turn about one-eighth of a revolution. As soon as the cam has 
passed, the rollers are brought into contact by the spring, and the 
next break occurs at a different place. The wearing is thus distri- 
buted evenly over a large surface. The break is placed in a box 
containing alcohol or petroleum, and works best when rotating 
rapidly. An objection to the arrangement is the noise it makes 
when working. Some ents were then shown on the dis- 


charge of electrified bodies by ultra-violet light. A disadvantage . 


of the electric arc, when used to furnish ultra-violet light for use 
in medicine, is that the light is accompanied by heat, so that it is 
necessary to shield the patient from the heat, without interfering 
with the passage of the light. A condenser spark between iron 
electrodes is useful, because it gives a large amount of ultra-vivlet 
radiation without much heat. Dr. Turner showed that this light is 
capable of discharging bodies, whether positively or negatively 


electrified. He then showed that glass and mica are opaque to the . 


radiation, while pure rock salt is transparent. 

Mr. WiLsON NOBLE exhibited a mechanical break similar to the 
one already shown. A roller and a disc, with their axes parallel, 
are placed in contact, and made to rotate in the same direction by 
a motor. Longitudinal slots are cut upon the surfaces of both, and 
the break occurs when a slot in the roller comes opposite a slot in 
the disc. Since the two are moving in opposite directions at their 
point of contact, the break is very sudden. To vary the length of 
the break without altering the rate of rotation, the slot in the roller 


* The equivalent expression, namely, G D? (meter^kilos) is & 
standard expression all over the Continent for the fly-wheel 
effect. The kinetic energy of the wheel in foot-pounds is equal to 
ср х n? 


a ee where л is the speed in revolutions per minute. 


a = —U— — ьа Цу * — н 
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is wider at one end than the other, and the disc can be placed so as 
to touch the roller at any point of its length. 

The CHAIRMAN said he knew of no metal which would withstand 
continual sparking without wearing, and suggested that breaks 
should be so designed that the parts affected by the sparking could 
be easily replaced. He asked if there was any difference in tke 
wear of the two rollers. Referring to an experiment shown by 
Dr. Turner, in which ultra-violet light discharged a positively elec- 
trified body much quicker than a negatively electrified - one, he 
asked if this would be the case if the apparatus were surrounded by 
an earthed metallic screen. 

Mr. Watson suggested that the wearing of the edges in Mr. 
Wilson Noble's break might be lessened by filling the cavities with 
slate. 

Mr. DupDpELL said that the worst substance for making contact 
pieces was carbon; then came zinc, brass and copper, with platinum 
best. These were the results in air, but the effects in liquids were 
different. With rapidly moving contacts all metals are equally 
good, but in ordinary coils the contact pieces move slowly. 

Dr. Dawson TURNER said that if the experiment referred to by 
the Chairman had been performed inside an earthed metallic screen, 
the negatively electrified body would have been more quickly 
"discharged. 

Mr. R. S. WRP PLR exhibited “ A Temperature Indicator for use 
with Platinum Thermometers, in which readings are automatically 
reduced to the Gas Scale." The indicator consists of a simple 
Wheatstone bridge with equal ratio arms, the other arms being the 
thermometer and a long helical bridge wire, together with the com- 
pensating leads. A travelling contact is moved round the wire until 
а balance is obtained. The bridge wire is wound on an ebonite 
drum, on the outer surface of which a helix has been cut. The 
contact piece, which is connected electrically with the galvano- 
meter, is carried from the inside of a cylinder fixed to a shaft. A 
white celluloid tube on which the scale is divided, is fixed to the 
outer surface of the cylinder. A screw of the same pitch as the 
helix on the ebonite drum is cut on the shaft so that by rotating 
the shaft the contact is caused to travel along the bridge wire, and 
at the same time the scale is carried past an index placed above it. 
The scale has been 80 constructed that the reading at the index 
gives directly the temperature of the thermometer reduced to the 
gas scale. The instrument reads from 0° to 1,400? C. 

Dr. CHREE asked the following questions :— Was not the instru- 
ment so constructed restricted to platinum thermometers of wire 
having a given specified value of 5; if so, what was this value? 
Did the helical wire balance the entire resistance of the thermo- 
meter, or only the excess above the resistance at 0? C.; and could 
the instrument measure temperatures below 0° C.? What error was 
likely to come in when measuring temperatures up to 1,000? C. 
from changes in the resistance of the helical wire under the varia- 
tions of atmospheri: temperature to which it would be exposed in 
ordinary use? Would not there be some wear between the wire 
and the contact piece ? 

Dr. HAnRKER asked what were the limits of the value of ô for 
wires now supplied for commercial purposes. He thought that the 
accumulation of dust between the contact piece and the wire, due 
to continual scraping, was & more serious objection than the wearing 
away of the wire. 

Mr. WHIPPLE said the scale was calculated for a value of б = 1°5. 
The value of 6 seldom exceeded 1°52, and wire could be obtained 
with 6 = 1:5. The instrument shown was made to read from 0° C., 
but could be easily arranged to read below 0°C. The wearing 
between the contact piece and bridge wire was very slight. 

Mr. S. А.Е. WHITE read a “Note on the Compound Pendulum." 

The Society then adjourned until May 9th, 1902. 


€—M— —Є—ЄүЄє—_ 
ELECTRIC TRACTION. 


[Paper read at the Town Hall, Northampton, before the Tramways 
Committee and others.] | 


By PHILIP DAWSON. 


(Continucd from page 789.) 


Tun tramways which have now been converted entirely to 
electric traction carried 188,000,000 passengers in 1899, as against 


306,000,0C0 in 1901. To give an idea of the total amount of 


power which will have to be installed, Tables VIIL, IX. and X. 
may be of use. From Table VIII. the amount of power per car- 
mile гап can be ascertained. It may be stated here that, for rough 
estimating purposes, it is safe to take 1 B.O.T. unit per car-mile 
for the conditions which generally obtain in this country. "Tables 
1X. and X. show the amount of power installed in various German 
and British stations per motor car operated, and per mile of route. 
For rough estimating purposes, it may fairly be said that approxi- 
mately 10 Kw. per car operated should, under normal conditions, 
prove sufficient. 

The question of laying down a proper power station which will 
economically supply electricity for traction purposes, is a very 
important one, and as the conditions that obtain in traction are 
entirely different from those which are met with in lighting work, 
a station eminently well designed for lighting purposes will gene- 
rally be uneconomical for traction work. Electricity has been used 
commercially for lighting during the last 20 years, but the amount 


of power used for generating purposes would not be excessive, even 
if electric light were to supersede all other methods of illumina- 
tion. The hours during which light is required every day are 
restricted, and the generating plant bas to be idle the greater 
portion of the 24 hours, hence even with the most careful study of 
the conditions that obtain, it is generally impossible to lay down 
a purely lighting plant which can produce electricity at all econo- 
mically. The load on a station used only for lighting is very uneven, 
increasing from an insignificant amount most of the day to a very 
heavy demand for а few hours in the evening. Furthermore, the 
demand in winter and in summer is very different, and the maxi- 
mum load in winter may attain proportions necessitating a plant 
which will lie idle most of the year. These conditions call for & 
large number of units of varying sizes, and it is often essential to 
bave as small a first outlay as possible, as no economy in working 
can make up for the loss due to the capital which lies unproductive 
for relatively long periods, aud for the waste due to maintaining 
steam and keeping the engines hot. This accounts for the heavy 
price which we have to pay for our electric lighting. 


TABLE VIII. 


pE——^——————— — —bů—— — æ —— — — 


| Average 
Average B. of T. speed Lbs. of coal 


T 


- -— — — —— —— o 
1 


Dortmund 1:25 36 
Plauen .. 1:20 ' 13 


Bochum ... 1:20 | 32 32 
$2 

cm 

Horder .. 1'14 ' 30 15 


| Max. | / 

Name. grade. ona par ca | Ку | 8 
Aix-la-Chapelle . I in 11 589 to 1233 8 ‚ 35 to 69 
Hamburg ... ii — 902 6 to 12 3°21 
Brussels — La Pe- | 

tite Espinette... 1 in 25 1'2 (heavy cars) 16 46049 
Glasgow ... .. 1 in 14 | 1:370 6 | 8 
Bristol 1 in 15 1:000 8 | 7 

TABLE IX.—GznMAN POWER STATIONS. 
a 
| | М 
і BENE Е ЫИ 
а т es oe i T 
Ф ma æ o | 2 ы 2 
H | zi E 33 | Be 25 
| B З | 8 o-a #9 
Name. q 8 8 E ! 8 $ i a. E 8 
$ ы — £N ы = ы 
я 3 3 35 8 83 | is 22 
B 8 E Р E ' АН 3 
| Z á | 3 3 JA | 8 
| ' @ > 2 Q 
! 


Coblentz.. — . 3 | — ' 30 | — 104 — — 
| — — 
TaBLE X. 
: | | trier 
ca ; 
"Total station. No. of | 
Name. “capacity . Tou iun motor : 
jp Eme ^ bars. per mile Per motor 
* : | of track. саг. 
aap ,p —— 
| | 
Bristol ... . . 2,000 ; 52 200 | 38 | 10 
Dover .. siu] 200 4˙5 | 16 | 44 12 
Dublin United... 3,000 74 240 | 40 ' 125 
Halifax... — 600 1525 | 42 , 894 | 14 
Liverpool ss 7,200 114 | 441 | 632 16:3 
London United | 3,000 


26 150 77 133 


The extensions in the uses pf electricity have naturally influenced 
the design of the power house. Electric light was the first comer, 
and the plants laid down were as far as possible designed to fulfil 
the special conditions required in lighting. Thus up till quite 
recently, with the exception of those who have grown up 
with electric traction, practically all electrical engineers who 
were not telegraph men were lighting engineers. When electric 
traction to come into use many stations were consequently 
designed as though intended for lighting. Indeed, it was not till 
electric tramways had been in operation some time that it was dis- 
covered by costly experience that what was right for electric 
lighting was out of place in traction work. А few moments’ con- 
sideration will show that this result was inevitable by reason of the 
widely different demands. An electric lighting station, as we have 
seen, only works for a comparatively short time every day, and the 
load, though varying, is more or less steady. On the other hand, 
a traction plant works nearly continuously, and the load is scarcely 
ever steady for two consecutive minutes, due to cars starting and 
stopping. It is not an infrequent occurrence for a considerable 
number of cars to start simultaneously, thus putting a heavy over- 
load on the generating units. The capital expenditure in the case 
of a traction installation is much greater than in the case of a 
lighting plant, and the long hours of working render the question of 
labour and fuel consumption of the very first importance. The 
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practice is now coming in of designing stations to supply power for 
all purposes. When this is done at the commencement э very good 
station can be obtained, but where existing lighting stations are 


utilised the results are generally far from satisfactory. This appears 


to have been generally admitted, and except when a new station 
designed for traction and lighting work was being laid down, 
special plants have been put down. As examples we may take 
Glasgow, Leeds, Newport, &c. In the case where an old lighting 
station exists and power is required for traction work, in nine cases 
out of ten there is but one thing to do, and that is, to instal an 
entirely new plant, with the possible exception of boilers, for the 
traction work. This method may appear drastic, but itis the most 
economical in the end. The whole question of cheap power supply 
depends upon the station being properly laid out, so as to adequately 
fulfil the conditions required, and to secure as good a load factor 
as possible. It may be well to state here that by load factor is 
understood the ratio of the actual B. of T. units measured at the 
switchboard in the power station to the amount which would be 
generated if the plant ran continuously at the maximum load which 
itis at any time called upon for. Table XI. has been prepared from 
an article written for Traction and Transmission on the important 
question of the standardisation of power stations, and it will be 
seen from this table how much importance attaches to getting a 
high load factor. 


Taste XL—IxFLUENCE or Loap Factor on Cost OF 
. GENERATION. 
STATION. OF AT LEAST 2,000-kw. CAPACITY. 
Cost per unit generated, pence. 


Load factor. 


Per cent, eu tns | Total. 
10 са а `6 1:0 
15 2 И 5 78 
20 ius "T 4 56 
25 А 35 d К “45 
30 "E 32 saa e. 4 
35 i EN 3 ae PN 35 
40 ii СЕ 26 t. 888 33 
45 25 ve or 3 
50 24 fas uds '28 
60 '22 es bs 25 
70 19 x hn 24 
90 16 23 


These costs do not include interest and sinking fund, but they 
do include maintenance and repairs in the generating station. 


Loap Factors USUALLY OBTAINED. 


Per cent. 
Ordinary town lighting, with no motor load  ... 10 
Lighting goods yards and railway lighting 
generally ... 5 Ба Pow -— . . 15—20 
Cotton mills and ordinary engineering works, | 
working in daytime only... ‘as wu . 25—30 
Ditto working double shifts st ces 35—45 
Coal mines under favourable circumstance 40 
Traction m bos ; 15—30 


TaBLR XII.—Ratres CHARGED TO ORDINARY CONSUMERS BY 
THE CATARACT POWER AND CONDUIT COMPANY. 


1,000 units or less per month... .. 1 00d. per unit. 
1,000 units up to 2,000 units per month 0°75 j 


2,000 „ ” 3,000 „, 77 n 0 60 э 
3,000 ” » 9,000 n h 5h 0 50 » 
5,000 » » 10,000 n n n 0:40 ” 

І 10,000 n » 20,000 * ” 97 0:375 n 
20.000 „ „ 40000 „ „ „ 035 „ 
40,000 | 9 э 80,000 ” » » 0 33 э 
80000 „ „ 200000 „ „ „ 032 „ 


TaLe XIII.—PRICES PAID BY Tramways FOR ELECTRIC Power. 
Supplying station. 

Blackburn, 1:54. 
Plymouth, 2 3d. jus 
Ashton-under- Lyne, 45d. 
Cheltenham, 2 Od.... ss 
Hamburg Lighting Co., 1:04. 
Geneva Corporation, 1 0d. 


Tramway. 
Blackburn Corporation. 
Plymouth Corporation. 
Oldham, Ashton and Hyde. 
Cheltenham Tramway Co. 
Hamburg Tramway Co. 
Geneva Tramway Co. 


It is evident that a lighting load by itselt can under no con- 
ditions be favourable to a good load factor. It need hardly be 
pointed out that before proceeding to lay down the station the 
question of what load factor can be secured should be most 
thoroughly investigated. 

It has been assumed by many that where free water power is 
available clectrical energy can be gencrated very cheaply: this, 
however, is not always the case, аз the capital required to harness 
the water power is often so great as to more than outweigh the 
saving in cost of production. Thus the electrical energy generated 
at Rheinfelden, at Zurich, and according to Mr. Kershaw, even at 
Buffalo, cost» more than it would if generated in the coaltields of 
England in large central stations by steam power. In the case of 
Zurich, the city engineer stated to me that notwithstanding the 
high cost of fuel (frs. 30 -25 a ton), the only way to cheapen the 
cost of production was to increase the steam plant, which at the 
present moment generates electrical energy approximately at àths 


whit it costs to do by water power. In this connection Table XII., 
giving the price of selling electrical energy at Buffalo, as supplied 
from Niagara, may be of interest—it will be seen here, that for 
amountsexceeding 80,000 units perannum the price charged is lessthan 
jd; when we compare this to Table XIII., which gives some of the 
prices charged for electrical energy for traction purposes, it is re- 
markable that, under the high rates charged for electrical energy, 


TABLE XIV.—LEEDS CORPORATION ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS. 
(Year ended March 25th.) 


1900. 1901. | 
Total electric car receipts £63,430 10 5 £133,449 11 5 


Total car mileage г А 1,205,812 2,506,655 
Receipts per car-mile ... T 12:62d. 12 77d. 
Working expenses per car-mile... 5:97d. 6 49d. 
Ratio of expenses to receipts ... 47°3 per cent. 508 per cent. 
Cost of generation per B.O.T. 

unit m € ase 82d. 67d. 
Total units generated  ... ise 1,095,231 2,452,741 
Supplied to arc lamps, shed light- 

ing, & ... Sez was is 59,682 190,251 

1,035,549 2,262,490 


electric tramways should be able to exist, except where they 
generate their own supply of power. Table XIV. gives some very 
interesting results of the Leeds Tramways; it will be seen that the 
cost of power, which does not include sinking fund or interest, is 
very low, and that the results generally obtained are most satis- 
factory. 

(То be concluded.) 


THE INST. E. E. AND THE FACTORIES AND 
WORKSHOPS ACT, 1901 


A CONFERENCE convened by the Council of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers was held last Monday afternoon at the 
rooms of the Society of Arts, to consider what steps, if any, 
should be taken in reference to the Factories and Workshops 
Act of last year. There was a large and thoroughly repre- 
sentative gathering, composed of the responsible officials of 
the principal corporations and companies engaged jn the 
business of electricity supply. 

Mr. Langdon, the President of the Institution, presided, 
and explained the present position of affairs, The conference 
had been called at comparatively short notice in order to take 
steps to lay beforé the Home Secretary the wishes of the 
industry, in reference to the framing of the regulations 
regarding the inclusion of electrical generating and trans- 
forming stations as non-textile factories under the new Act. 
He pointed out the effect of this inclusion as regards the , 
employment of young persons under the age of 18, and also 
with reference to inspection, and stated that while it was the 
duty of the State to protect the rights of its citizens, we were 
a commercial nation, and these rights should be guarded in 
such a manner as not to unduly hinder us in our competition 
with other nations. The electrical industry was destined to 
prove of the greatest value to the country, and care should 
be taken that it was not hampered by unnecessary restrictions. 
The regulations for non-textile factories, though profitable 
and helpful to other industries, were wholly unsuitable for 
electrical generating and transforming stations, and since the 
sole power of modifying them was vested in the Home 
Secretary, it was neceseary that definite steps should be taken 
in approaching him on the matter before he issued the final 
regulations. 

Mr. McMillan then read a summary of the replies which 
had been received from central station authorities in answer 
to the questions asked by the Council. The majority were 
of opinion that the new proposals would be harmful to the 
industry, and were in favour of immediate action. Several 


letters were also read from representatives of electrical supply 


undertakings, regretting their inability to be present. 
Major-General Webber pointed out that the matter was 
now daily becoming more important. The final regulations 
were not yet issued, bnt the Home Office had appointed an 
electrical inspector of factories, во it was evident early action 
in the matter was in contemplation. He was representing 
at that conference the London Chamber of Commerce ; they 
had endeavoured, but without avail, to get electrical stations 
excluded from the operation of the Act, while it ‘was yet 


— 


under the consideration of Parliament. He only hoped that 
it was not now too late to obtain those. modifications and 
exemptions from. the provisions of- Ае Act, which were 
necessary to prevent it being burdensome to the industry. 

Mr. Percy Still proposed the follawing resolution :— 

« Resolved—that in the opinion of this Conference there 
are clauses in the Factories and. Workshops Act of 1901 
that are prejudicial to the industry of electricity supply. 

Basing his arguments upon the manner in whic the 
operation of the Act would affect the employment of young 

rsons, he stated that at Chelsea they had в number of 
gub-stations containing motor-generators. It was their 
practice to place during the greater part of the time one 
capable workman attendant in each of these stations. 
During the hours of heavy load they found it advantageous 
to give each of these men an assistant, usually a youth 
between 16 and 18 years of age. This youth was not in 8 
responsible position, but simply obeyed instructions. This 


him an opportunity of qualifying for a position a8 switch- 
board or dynamo attendant. Since the usual regulations for 
‘non-textile factories forbade the employment of young 
persons under 18 other than between the hours of 6.0 a.m. 
and 6.0 p. m., or 8.0 a.m. and 8.0 p.m., and at the same time 
prohibited their taking meals on the premises where wor 
was carried on, it followed that in future these youths 
.would be debarred from employment in this direction, to 
their own disadvantage, 88 well as the inconvenience 
of their would-be employers. Tha conditions under which 
these youths worked were in every way satisfactory, and he 
trusted that the united action of the industry would result 
in attendants of this character being exempted from the 
operations of the Act. His company had been in communi- 
cation with the deputy-inspector of factories on the matter, 


and had been informed that applications for exemptions from 


individuals would nob be entertained, but that every con- 
aideration would be given to representationg made on behalf 
of the whole industry | 

After Sir Henry Mance had seconded the resolution, Mr. 
Gay drew attention to some of the other liabilities ‘imposed 
upon electrical undertakings by the Act, such as making 
the manager responsible for the supply and use of rubber 
gloves by the workpeople. It was possible to take a dog to 
the water but not to make him drink ; and similarly you 
might provide rubber gloves and give instructions they 
should be worn, but the manager could not personally be in 
several places at once seeing if all the workers complied with 
his orders. | PME 

Several speakers then asked whether generating and trans- 
forming stations came under the clauses of the Act requiring 
them to be periodically whitewashed. There seemed to be 
considerable difference of opinion as to whether or not they 
had been officially exempted, though the absurdity of the 
proposal in view of the large number of glazed bricks in use was 
universally admitted. 

This resolution having been unanimously passed, Mr. 
Raworth proposed :— i 

« That the Institution of Electrical Engineers be requested 
to take steps to approach the Home Secretary in order to lay 


- before him the views expressed at this Conference as to the 


rejudicial effects of the incidence of certain provisions of 
the Factories and Workshops Act of 1901 on the industry 
of electricity supply, and to pray him to allow the Institu- 


tion to confer with him when he is framing regulations under 


the Act." 
In recommending this resolution for adoption by the Con- 
ference, Mr. Raworth feared that our legislators had obtained 
an entirely erroneous idea as to what an electric light or 
wer station really was. He thought many of those 
present would agree with him that some of them far more 
resembled а cathedral than а factory, and as to their suita- 
Pility for taking meals in, one could as comfortably dine in 
many of our modern examples a8 ab the Holborn Restaurant. 
If it were not too practical а proposal, he would suggest 


. that the Government go and see for themselves what our 


stations really were like. 


As to the employment of young persons under -18, he | 


considered that this was desirable in their own interests. 
The want of the industry, in his opinion, was educated 
skilled working men. To get these we must train them, 


~. 


and this could best be done during the receptive period prior 


to 18 years of age. It would be a real hardship to the 


industry if, owing to the conditions under which it was 
compelled to carry on its work, it were debarred from train- 


the opinion that the Conference was 12 months too late. 
Had i& been held earlier it might have done more good. He 
feared what would be the result of the Act in regard to the 
inspection of our stations. ‘Take, for instance, high tension 
awitchboards ; to comply with what were understood to be the 
latest Home Office requirements, would mean the reconstruc- 
tion of the vast majority of the switchboards in use in the 
country, and whether or no the proposed new designs would 
be safe was open to doubt. He knew that in the opinion of 
many qualified to judge, the proposal to cover up all high 


tension connections met with little favour. . He urged the 


vidual, wondered why the work of framing regulations for 


the control of electric generating and transforming stations 
should be taken out of the hands of the Board of Trade, who 


did understand the requirements of the industry, and be 
placed in the hands of the Home Office, who had to gain this 
experience in the future. He thought it would be impossible 
without actual experience of the directions in which the Act 
unfairly hampered the industry, to do very much, but he 
in the meantime supported the resolution. 


The remaining speakers gave examples of the new 


demands of factory inspectors in such directions аа ге» 


modelling switchgear, placing wooden guards round com- 
mutators, and otherwise interfering with the technical 
details of working. EMEN 

Like its predecessor, this resolution secured unanimous 
acceptance, and in answer to & question, Major-General 
Webber stated that it was proposed to hold further meetings 
on the matter a8 occasion required. 

Mr. Langdon, in closing the conference, referred to the 
value of the assistance young persons could intelligently and 
safely render in central station work, and hoped the result of 
the representations to be made to the Home Secretary would 


be satisfactory to all concerned. 


This conference concluded with votes of thanks to the 
Chairman, and also to the Council of the Society of Arts for 
the use of the room. | 


— 


THE BRITISHER ABROAD. 


WuiLst we may not entirely agree with the enterprising and 
energetic drummers from “ across the pond,” whose mission 
is to convince us that our only means of salvation ав mer- 


. chants and manufacturers are the adoption of American 
. methods and means, and the purchase of American 


machinery, after having first consigned our own to the 
moral and material scrap heap—atill, a little atudy of some of 
those old and cherished institutions, apart from out factories, 
which we fondly imagine are the pulwarks of our foreign 
trade and commerce, will convince us that there are some to 
which this application of the scrap heap theory will result 


* directly in benefit to ourselves, and indirectly in loss to our 


competitors. | 
Take, for instance, our Consular, or, es it is often termed, 
Diplomatic and Consular Service, abroad. Whether this 
title denotes two distinct functions, or & blending of both, 
is not well understood by the general world; at any rate, 
not in the so-called “ Far East." : | 

If both consular and diplomatic functions are vested in 
the same individual, as is generally believed, then we have 
no hesitation in affirming that the sooner they are radically 
severed, and consular duties relating to the requirements 
of our merchants and traders more clearly defined, the 
more speedily we shall be assured of our position, we had 
almost said commercial supremacy, abroad. 


We are glad to assert that our Consuls 88 a class are 


entlemen by birth and education, staunch patriots, jealously 
and zealously upholding the honour and prestige of their 
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country at the risk of their lives when necessary, and 
Shining examples to those of their nationals whose highest 
social ambition is to bask in the sun of consular recognition. 

The British Consul in full gold laced uniform is a subject 
for irreverent chaff by the favoured few who know him 
socially, of reverent awe to those who only know of him 
officially, and a source of profound wonderment and curiosity 
to the benighted native, official and proletariat. 

He is commonly supposed by his nationals to be under 
strict instructions from the Foreign Office to do nothing 
which may in any way increase the burden of correspondence, 
and to consider no occurrence short of positive danger to 
life to be of sufficient importance to merit his official inter- 
ference or even personal notice. Hence originates the belief, 
apparently borne out by decades of disappointing experience, 
that nothing less than the marder of a missionary will 
galvanize a Consul into action, for he will be judged at home 
and his promotion assured, not by the maximum of work he 
does to develop the trade and commerce of his country, but 
by the minimum of trouble hé gives to his chiefs at the 
Foreign Office. | 

His exertions are therefore confined chiefly to the com- 
pilation of the conventional Consular Report, the contents 
of which all whom it concerns commercially have already 
mastered by perusal of the published reports of local 
Chambers of Commerce, Customs, and banking returns, 
brokers’ circulars, and other business issues. 

Beyond this, the British merchant is blessed in his non- 
expectance of consular effort in his behalf. 

Of the so-called ** Consular Court justice, the writer, 
who has had over 30 years’ experience in the Far East, 
asserta that it is rather avoided than sought, the merchant 
preferring to trust to such inducements as he himself can 
bring fo bear on those concerned to obtain а more just 
recognition of his righte than he might hope to expect. from 
his Consul’s decision. 

The belief is apparently well grounded on fact, that as a 
defence of their refusal of assistance in the execution of a 
perfectly legitimate commercial enterprise, Consuls have 
advanced the theory that it is beneath the dignity of the 
position of H.B.M.'s representative to tout for private 
interests. 

This creed also finds justification when a Consul tells a 
suitor for advice and assistance in a case of breach of con- 
tract by native officials; Mr. Subject, according to our 
law your contention is a good one; according to native 
usual custom and ancient precedent, which is their law, I 
know you are right; and personally [ am quite in sympathy 
with you, but 7 should not like to say во officially!’ 

Do we not require Consuls with a great deal more strength 
of conviction and official courage, and a great deal less 
dignity, or with such a regard for it that their nationals 
need never be compelled to seek the assistance of another 
nation’s representative, who secures for him immediately a 
justice which his own Consul fears to even officially acknow- 
ledge as due ? 

Or what gold-laced uniform can give prestige to a Consul 
whose decision in favour of a native plaintiff against a 
national for claim and costs is reversed next day by the 
native magistrate of a mixed court, who orders the plaintiff 
at once to apologise, refund, and restore, under pain of severe 
flogging, all he had had awarded him in the Consular 
Court? 

Our Consuls usually are gentlemen of education and 
common sense, speaking more or less the language of the 
native, and more or less experienced in his traditions and 
ways of thought. How, then, can we explain absence of 
Consular action in commercial matters, save by attributing 
it either to an egregiously mistaken idea of their own im- 
portance and duties generally, or to definite instructions 
from home to do nothing which may promote discussion 
between foreigner and native? 

Good authority defines a Consul as “a person commis- 
sioned to reside in a foreign country as an agent or re- 
presentative of a Government, to protect the rights of 
commerce, merchants and seamen of the State, and to 
aid in any commercial, and sometimes in diplomatic, 
transactions with such foreign country.” If our Con- 
sular service is based on this definition, then its con- 
stitution is such that it hampers instead of promotes 


commerce. A Consul should be absolutely detached from 
all connection with diplomatic or other duties or responsi- 
bilities which may, in the least degree, impede his free- 
dom of action in the interests of trade. He should be 
less an icon for the veneration of his nationals and be 
more in intimate touch with them and their requirements. 
Instead of remaining in a spurious dignity of inaccessibility, 
he should be in the front of all commercial movements, 
ready at once to lend aid to all seeking either advice or 
assistance for the furtherance of any legitimate enterprise ; 
and, moreover, should be of so keen a business sagacity 
as to be able to obtain from the native officials such in- 
formation as to Government contracts and official intentions 
as would lead to our profiting by them if possible. At the 
same time, he should be of such sterling integrity that his 
connection with any contract would be a guarantee of bond 
fides both of foreigner and native. Such men need not be 
sought afar. Some already exist in the Consular service, 
others can be found outside it. 

They should enjoy the egisof their Government, to whom 
they would be amenable. They should be well housed, and 
paid a good salary, and, in addition, emoluments propor- 
tioned to the annual increase in the trade of the country. 
Their tenure of office should be determinable at will by either 
side, and the continuance of their appointment and prefer- 
ment absolately dependent on results. 

That there is urgent need for some drastic change in the 
action of our commercial Consulates is beyond doubt. That 
some means must be found to afford relief and assistance to our 
merchants if they are to successfully compete with the rest of 
the world is equally certain. The impediments which 
require removal we have already indicated ; let us now see 
how their non-existence works in the Consular service of 
other countries, | | 

We will take as an example Korea, a country where, if any- 
where, our commercial status should be pre-eminent, but is nil. 
It is a new country just opening, with а perfect climate, enor- 
mous mineral wealth, a quiet, honest, sensible and friendly 
people, who, when paid, are as energetic workers as any in the 
world. There are immense agricultural and breeding 
possibilities, with hundreds of miles of sea coast. Its com- 
mercial relationships with other countries stand thus :— 
Japan first, then America, France, Germany, and England 
nowhere. Japan is naturally first on account of her naval 
and military occupation, her proximity, and her natural 
domination over a weaker people. The Japanese have postal 
and telegraph lines of their own, they own the only line of 
railway at work, some 30 miles in length, and another of some 
800 miles in progress. They have all the coast, freight, 
and passenger, and a good three-fourths of the international 
marine traffic, as well as vigorous und flourishing settlements 
at each port they serve, and their latest acquisition is the 
establishment of the Corean Coast light service, for the 
commencement of which the Government has set aside 
seven millions of dollars. 

The Americans built and equipped the only line of rail- 
way now running. ‘They have, and are working, most 
valuable mining concessions covering an area three times 
larger than any other granted. They own the electric 
tramways of Seoul, and are building extensions for the use 
of the Imperial household ; they own and work the electric 
lighting of the Imperial -city, all worked by the largest 
electrical installation in Asia, they have the telephone con- 
cession for the whole Empire, they have the contract for 
the city waterworks, and it is stated, sub rosa, control the 
native bank and mint which coins the money to pay them- 
selves with, besides various ramifications of influence in 
directions as yet undivulged. 

The French and Germans have every available post worth 
having which can be granted by the Imperial household, 
mining concessions, and contracts for arsenals, rice, horses, 
&c. 

The English have an imposing Consulate and Legation, a 
mining concession, and one, perhaps two, schoolmastersbips 
of secondary importance. And that is all.* 

This great difference between the relative shares of 


* It is true that an Englishman, Mr. J. McLeavy Brown, is in 
control of the Imperial Customs revenues, but his devotion to his 
work is so honest and thorough, that his nationality is immaterial. 


— me „ P . n s S m 


— ар — 


Mr. W. I. Madgen. 
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England and America in Korea's trade is not due to 
superiority of material, cheapness of construction. or time 
required, but to superiority in method and practice of the 
American Consulate. 

The American Minister or Consul, unlike our own, is not 
so armour-plated with exclusiveness and dignity that he can- 
not bend to help on the commerce of his country. He is 
strenuously energetic in ferretting out commercial possibili- 
ties, and in keeping his countrymen posted thereon. He is 
always and easily accessible, receives his national cordially, 
and on terms of equality so far as the business in hand is 
concerned. The American accepts or offers a cigar, tells 
who he is and what he wants and why, and incidentally 
allows the official to perceive that it will be to the interests 
of all concerned if the scheme is put through. If it be 
“ bunkum,” it is pretty certain that the drummer will be 
abruptly told so and his departure perhaps assisted, but if it 
will bring credit to the United States, the Consul vigorously 
applies his influence and leaves no stone unturned to bring 
the business to a successful issue. The high authorities and 
the Press at home are promptly informed that America has 
scored another success against all competitors, the native is 


enriched, the American firmly established in the country, 


the United States gets work and profit, and by the time his 
term expires the chances are that the official, whose salary 
will perhaps just pay for his board and lodging, has made 
that little pile which he came out with the intention of 
making. 

If we would acquire new fields for commerce, or keep what 
we have, drastic changes must be effected in the working and 
constitution of our Consulates abroad. Such changes 
should embrace as much of the methods of our American 
cousins as would be acceptable to the natives and in 
harmony with our own ideas of commercial fair play and 
morality. All the rest of our system, with its life- 
long service and pension retirement, promotion by 
seniority without reference to commercial fitness, the 
restraint of diplomatic influences, the meretricious dignity 
of exclusiveness and inertia with its puerile sword and 
gorgeous uniform, and all the rest of its antiquated and 
useless red-tape machinery, should be at once consigned to 
the scrap heap of the '*has-beens," and replaced by a 
well-thought-out and liberal programme of consular duties, 
which, whilst allowing a Consul entire freedom of action, 
should stringently exact that enlightened and vigorous 
effort which the promotion of our commerce and the pro- 
tection of our merchants and traders so urgently demand, 
the absence of which under present methods justifies the 
oft-heard lament of the Britisher abroad that he “has no 
use for his Consul.” 


ELECTRICAL LEGISLATION 
AND THE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS. 


BEFORE dealing with the evidence taken by the Committee, 
it is of interest to consider the constitution of that body 
and the points they decided upon for the opinion of the 
witnesses invited to submit their views. The gentlemen 
selected to form the Committee consisted of the following, 
viz. :— 
Prof. W. E. Ayrton, F. R. S. Mr. W. M. Mordey. 

Major P. Cardew, R. E. Prof. J. Perry. F. R. S. (President). 
Lieut.-Col. R. E. Crompton. Mr. R. P. Sellon. 

Mr. 8. Z. de Ferranti. Mr. A. Siemens. 

Mr. Robert Hammond. Mr. C. P. Sparks. 

Mr. H. Hirst. Mr. J. Swinburne. 

Mr. J. E. Kingsbury. Mr. A. A. C. Swinton. 

Prof. Silvanus P. Thompson, F.R.S. 


Five of the members did not attend any of the seven 
meetings devoted to taking evidence, viz., Prof. Ayrton, 
Messrs. Hammond, Hirst, Swinburne, and Prof. Silvanus P. 
Thompson. No explanation is given of their absence, but 
it must be assumed that they are not responsible for the 
decision ultimately arrived at, nor did they contribute in any 
way to the elucidation of the important questions that were 
Cealt with. 


It would have been interesting if Mr. Hammond had 
expressed his views on the resolution adopted by the Com- 
mittee which attributes to “ the powers of obstruction granted 
іо local authorities” the backwardness of the industry in this 
country, and the recommendation that the Electric Lighting 
and Tramway Acts should be amended in so far as they 
enable local authorities to veto or delay the carrying-out of 
electric supply and traction projects. 

The Committee had the advantage of the attendance of the 
new President, Mr. W. Langdon, who acted as chairman at 
the last four meetings. | 

The evidence.was given in the form of written stutements 
by Messrs. Madgen, Crompton, Langdon, Ivey, Pearson, 
Swinton, Dr. Spence Watson, Messrs. P. Dawson, and 
J. Clifton Robinson, supplemented in most cases by verbal 
replies to questions from the Committee, the viva voce examina- 
tion oftea consisting of leading questions tantamount to 
evidence by the interrogator ; especially was this the case 
in the queries by Messrs. Kingsbury, Sparks, Mordey, 
Siemens, Langdon, and Prof. Perry. 

At the second meeting of the Committee, held on April 
29th, 1901, the points for the consideration of witnesses 
were agreed upon—the programme was suggested by Mr. 


. Madgen—and adopted as follows :— 


Nore оғ POINTS FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF WITNESSES. 


1. As to whether the electrical industry in the United Kingdom 
is in a backward condition as compared with other countries, and, if 
so, in what respects, and due to what causes. 

2. As to the practical economy and public advantage of electrical 
power supply undertakings and of electrical traction undertakings 
dealing with areas of suitable character in regard to size, distribu- 
tion of population and of trade, but without reference to local 
government boundaries. 3 | 

3. As to the effect such undertakings are likely to have upon 
over-crowding difficulties in congested centres of trade. 

4. Concerning the present state of legislation relating to the 
electrical industry, and as to the amendments which are desirable 
in the interests of the general community and of the manufacturing 
trades of the country. Reference to Acts, Reports, &c. :— 

(a) Electric Lighting Acts, 1882—8. Section I. Notwithstand- 
ing anything in the Electric Lighting Act, 1882, ne provisional 
order authorising the supply of electricity by any within the dis- 
trict of any local authority shall be granted by the Board of Trade 
except with the consent of such local authority, unless the Board of 
Trade in any case in which the consent of such local authority is 
refused are of opinion that, having regard to all the circumstances 
of the case, such consent ought to be dispensed with, and іо such 
case they shall make a special ‘report, stating the grounds upon 
which they have dispensed with such consent. 

(b) Report of Joint Select Committee of Parliament, 1898, 


appointed to consider and report upon a reference in regard to 


“ Electrical Energy— Generating Stations and Supply.” Extract 
from Committee's report — 

" Where sufficient public advantage is shown, powers may be 
given for the supply of electrical energy over an area including 
districts of numerous local authorities, and involving plant of ex- 
ceptional dimensions and high voltage. The Committee further 
think that undertakings of this character may properly be authorised 
on conditions differing in some respects from those imposed by and 
under the existing Acts. 

“The Committee consider that the provisions of the Electric 
Lighting Act, 1888, which require the consent of the local authority 
as a condition precedent to the granting of a provisional order, 
should be amended. In their opinion the local authority should be 
entitled to be heard before the Board of Trade, but should not 
have, so to speak, a provisional veto, only to be dispensed with in 
special cases by the Board of Trade.” = 

(c) The Tramway Act, 1870, particularly sections in regard to 
“ consent,” frontagers,“ and purchase.“ 

(d) The Light Railway Act in relation to the compulsory pur- 
chase section of the Land Clauses Act, running powers, competitive 
lines, &c. 

(e) The Parlia nentary Standing Orders, in relation to special 
Acts for tramways. No. 22 requires consent of local authorities as 
a condition precedent to such an Act being considered on its merits. 

5. As to changes desirable in procedure with а view to reducing 
the time occupied and expense incurred in obtaining authority to 
carry out electrical undertakings. 

6. As to the most suitable arrangement under which the scientific 
and practical knowledge of the Institution can be placed at the 
service of the Board of Trade so as to ensure questions concerning 
rules, regulations, and other administrative matters of a diverse 
character, being dealt with in the best-informed manner. 

7. As to the most promising means of giving effect to their 
recommendations. 


With this programme to guide them, the witnesses invited 


for the purpose (who might have been multiplied with 


advantage, especially from among the commercial pioneers 
of the industry) prepared their statements, Mr. Madgen 
leading off by proving instances of the checks resulting from 


f 
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legislative restrictions and the obstructions of local autho- . 


rities, | 

Under the first head he referred to the purchase clause 
under the Act of 1882 being commercially impossible and 
preventing capital from being obtained. He contended that 
during the interval between 1882 and 1888 America and 
Germany obtained a lead, and now hold the bulk of the 
electrical export trade. He instanced the baneful influence 
of the power given to local authorities to refuse assent to 
powers being granted to companies and their taking pro- 
visional orders themselves really for blocking purposes, and 
he gave numerous instances to prove that much of the 
opposition was made in the gas interest. 

He was severe upon the quasi officials of local authorities 
and their associates, to whose direct monetary advantage was 
due opposition to every project in which they are not 
employed. Не also directed attention to the enormous waste 
of time, energy, and capital involved in pushing electric 
tramway systems, owing to the legislative restrictions, and 
considered tbat the framing of the purchase clauses in 
the Act of 1882 was due to Mr. Chamberlain, who was 
instrumental in carrying out the municipalisation of gas 
supply in Birmingham, having formed the opinion that the 
goodwill of an electric light underteking would be, as 
Lient.-Col. Crompton put it in his question to Mr. Madgen, 
“а gold mine," and so he excluded it in framing the 
purchase clause. 

The legislation complained of, according to Lieut.-Col. 
Crompton, was due in great measure to the wild state- 
ments of Edison that gas would be superseded in a year or 
two, and such overstatemerts by certain electrical men led to 
that “ greedy legislation.” 

Then, said the gallant lieutenant-colonel, local authori- 
ties rushed for orders,” and finding that it was not an easy 
matter to carry them out, let them lie in abeyance. They 
would not let other people touch them, and so the whole 
business of the electric lighting work of Great Britain was 
tremendously retarded. 

Then Mr. Madgen was reminded by his questioner of the 
pioneering work of the Grosvenor (Gallery Company, the 
Kensington Company, and others, which attracted investors, 
and а real start was made. 

The position of the town clerks was brought out by one of 
Lieut.-Col. Crompton’s questions, many of which were framed, 
as we have stated, much in the form of direct evidence from 
himself, which he asked the witness to confirm. Is it not 
the case," said Lieut.-Col. Crompton, “that the town clerk, 
in many cases, acts as solicitor to the Bill for his town, and 
does he not benefit both ways, by opposing an order, and by 
his town obtaining one?” and Mr. Madgen replied that : 
In most cases the town clerk gets an inclusive salary." 
His remarks had applied to clerks to Urban District 
Councils and to Rural District Councils (the larger propor- 
tion of local authorities), but he thought that the town clerk 
of a large city would not benefit one way or the other. 

A naughty question of Lieut.-Col. Crompton’s was very 
suggestive and pertinent, when he asked if it has ever been 
whispered in the profession that town clerks sometimes share 
the Parliamentary agent’s fees? and Mr. Madgen replied: 
- * Yes, it is the practice of some Parliamentary agents to 
rebate one-third of their fees to the town clerks.” 

Another inducement to town clerks to encourage municipal 
enterprises and trading was pointed out in the practice of 
fixing the salary according to the magnitude of the various 
undertakings with which the city deals, and that if the town 
have large schemes, whether of gas, water, sewerage, or elec- 
tric light, the town clerk gets an increase of salary pretty 
nearly in proportion to the expenditure of the town; Mr. 
Madgen presumed in reply that he would either get it in 
fees or in salary. 

Here is a hard nut for the Municipal Association to crack, 
and we shall ro doubt have their reply on behalf of the 
class for whom some think that the Association is а /e 
clerk's trade union. 


(To be continued.) 


Willesden.— The Polytechnic Institute is to be lighted 
electrically, to the specifications of Mr. F. H. Taylor, consulting 
engineer. 


LIGHT RAILWAYS AND LAND DEVELOP- 
MENT. 


By J. M. HEWITT AND W. G. RHODES, M.Sc., M. I. E. E., 
Consulting Engineers, Manchester. 


THE keen and ever-increasing competition, both in home 
and foreign markets, from which the industries of this 
country are suffering, has of late been repeatedly impressed 
upon us, and the interest taken by the general public in the 
matter is shown by the fact that almost every daily paper 
contains some reference to the subject. This competition, 
however, has not been an unmixed evil, as our manufacturers 
have profited by the lessons taught them, and are now 


 endeavouring, not unsuccessfully, to make up lost ground 


by adopting modern methods and modern machinery. 
Difficult as success has been, and doubtless will be, where 
our industries are concerned, there are still greater difficulties 


‚ to be overcome before the agriculture of this country can be 


placed on a satisfactory basis, and worked on profitable lines ; 
our competitors are spread over a large area; they are closer 
to our doors, and are equipped with a means of transport 
which enables them to place their products on our markets 
at a smaller cost than we ourselves can do. 

Much has been said and written in a pessimistic vein 
regarding our position iu the manufacturing world, but it 
would be difficult to be optimistic with regard to the posi- 
tion of our agriculturists while the land of this country is 
gradually going out of cultivation, and the agricultural 
population, which should be the backbone of the nation, is 
steadily migrating to the towne, where it rapidly deteriorates, 
mentally, morally, and physically. 

If any remedy for this state of affairs can be found, and 
one which will rather have the effect of migration from 
town to country, the whole population, industrial and agri- 
cultural alike, will benefit enormously; any such improve- 
ments must, however, be preceded by a complete change in 
our methods, and by a more enterprising spirit on the part 
of our landowners and farmers, who should follow the 
example of our manufacturers by adopting the points in 
foreign systems which are superior to their own. 

The cost of railway carriage in this country for agricul- 
tural produce is one of our chief difficulties in successfully 
competing with foreign rivals, and, although the Light 
Railway Act of 1596 was passed with the intention of giving 
facilities for the transport of the products of the land to a 
ready market, the Act has been more used for the purpose 
of promoting light railways in populous districcs for the 
sake of passenger traffic. 

The proper field for the exploitation of light railways has 
been almost entirely neglected, and, аз a consequence, neither 
our agriculture nor our fisheries have benefited by the Act 
as was intended. 

It has been imagined that it is only possible to make light 
railways pay in populous districts, notwithstanding the fact 
that railways of this kind on the Continent not only earn 
fair dividends, but also have promoted the interests of 
agriculture and trade, and increased the value of the lend 
adjoining them. 

Being interested in a railway to be constracted in this 
country, where the goods traftic is likely to exceed the 
passenger traflic, and where the conditions resemble those 
prevalent on the Continent, we desired to make ourselves 
thoroughly conversant with the methods adopted in Belgium, 
where there is a very complete network of light railways. 
We, therefore, asked M. C. De Burlet to grant us permission 
to examine the light lines constructed by the Belgian 
National Light hailway Company, of which he is the 
managing director. ‘This permission was most cordially 
given, and he was good enough to depute M. Paul Berger, 
one of his engineers, to sccompany us over portions of their 
light railways. i 

The information which we bave obtained is of the greates: 
value in furnishing illustrations of commercially successful 
light lines running through sparsely populated districts, and 
depending for traftic chiefly upon agricultural products and 
manufactured goods, and it is of national importance to 
realise that similar methods of dealing with the natural 
wealth of the land should be adopted in our own country. 

There are at present in Belgium, which is only half as 
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large again as Wales, 1,234 miles of light railways already in 
operation, 416 miles in course of construction, which are 
laid at the rate of about 100 miles per annum, and an addi- 
tional 1,320 miles to be constructed. When this mileage is 
completed, there will be 1 mile of light railway to every 
3:84 square miles of land. 

In Belgium, the lines are usually single lines with turn- 
outs, with varying gauges, the cost per mile, including 
rolling stock, varying from £1,300 to £9,000. Sidings are 
taken into farmyards and factories, the latter often manu- 
facturing chemical manures, which the farmers on the route 
can receive direct from the manufacturer at the small cost 
for carriage of 14d. per ton per mile. 

Agricultural produce varies in cost of carriage according 
as it is conveyed in closed or open wagons, the cost per ton 
per mile being 2:32d. when closed wagons are used, and 
1°7d., or less, where the goods can be transported in open 
wagons, with an addition in each case of 4:9d. per ton what- 
ever the distance carried. 

Passenger fares are equally low, first-class fares being 
about 1ld. per mile, and second-class fares about vod. per 
mile, while weekly tickets are issued to labourers and school 
children at half the usual rates. 

The travelling facilities given by the light railways have 
increased the traffic between village and town or village and 
village ; for instance, the passenger receipts on the Antwerp- 
Hoogstraeten-Turnhout line which were, in 1887, the first 
year of working, £8,893, were, in the year 1901, £12,365, 
an increase of 40 per cent. after a period of 14 years. The 
receipts from goods traffic on the same line were £1,692 in 
the year 1887, and £6,697 in 1901, an increase of 296 per 
cent. in 14 years. The capital outlay on this line was 
£103,311, and the working expenses in 1901 were £12,147, 
leaving a dividend of 6^7 per cent. on the outlay. 

The line is 334 miles long, and passes from Antwerp 
through the towns and villages of Borgerhont, Deurne, 
Wyneghen, Schilde, Westmalle, Oostmalle, Ryckevorsel, 
Hoogstraeten, Vlimmeren, Vosselaer, Beerse, and Turnhout. 
The aggregate population of these places increased from 
62,521 in the year 1885 to 80,405 in 1897, an increase of 
29 per cent. in 12 years, while some of the smaller villages 
nearly doubled their population ; for example, in 1885 the 
population of Vosselaer was 1,109, whereas in 1897 it had 
increased to 2,022. | 

There are several sidings on this line which are of great 
use to the owners, inasmuch as the cartage of goods is thereby 
obviated. . The number of these sidings increases as the 
places grow, and the traffic requires them. 

The bulk of the material carried on this railway is agri- 
cultural produce, and milk, eggs, butter, &c., are put straight 
into the wagons by the farmer in a siding in the farmyard. 
There is thus no cartage to pay; the goods are often 
delivered direct to the consumer's door by the light railway, 
and, in consequence, the prices charged are correspondingly 
low. The produce for export is taken to a main line station 
for transport to the coast, often for shipment to England. 

The light railways in Belgium do not enter into com- 
petition with the main lines of railways: they communicate 
with the smaller villages, and bring their passengers and 
goods into a large centre on a main line of railway. The 
main lines are thus allowed to do their proper work without 
competition with the more cheaply constructed light lines. 
T here is, therefore, the best feeling existing between the two 
railways, since the light railways act as feeders to the main 
lines, and increase both their passenger and goods traffic. 

The first of these light railways was started in 1885, 
before electricity was in common use for traction purposes, 
and consequently the majority of them are steam railways, 
only about 45 miles being worked electrically; on these, 
however, the ratio of the working expenses to the receipts 
is less than on the steam lines. 

The light railways run, for the most part, on the sides of 
the main roads, only about 25 per cent. of their total length 
being on land of their own. They almost entirely consist 
of single lines with long loops in the villages, at each of 
which the trains stop to pick up and set down passengers, 
or to release or take up goods wagons. In each village a 
shop forms a combined station, waiting, and refreshment 
room, where passengers can await the arrival of a train. 
There are no booking offices; the conductor of the train 


gives the tickets and collects the fares as is done in tramcars 
in England. Neither are there any railway officials at the 
stations except at termini, where there are sheds in which 
the coaches. and locomotives are kept when not in use. 

One effect of the light railways is to keep the agricul- 
turallabourers in the villages, where there are advantages 
which they could not enjoy if they were compelled to reside 


near their work. They are enabled to live a few miles from 


their occupation without any disadvantage or drawback, and 
their children can attend the village school or go by train 
to a neighbouring town and obtain an education which 
would otherwise be impossible. 

The effect of the light railways on the value of land and 
property is very pronounced, always increasing it, sometimes 
to more than ten-fold its original value. As the villages 
grow the adjacent land becomes necessary for building upon, 
and commands a much higher price than it would as arable 
land. In some cases brickyards have appeared in places 
where, prior to the existence of the light railway, the cost 
of cartage would have been so great as to preclude the 
manufacture of bricks, and the land has consequently 
increased in price from £3— £16 per acre to £8—£120 
per acre. On every side the advantages of the railways are 
evident, and their receipts are constantly increasing. Buying 
and selling the produce of the land and manufactured articles 
is rendered easier. Farmers and their wives can proceed to 
market by rail, taking eggs, butter, or any liglt articles for 
sale on payment of their passenger fare only, and bring back 
such small purchases as they may desire to make. 

Prior to the establishment of light railways in Belgium, 
the country people had either to walk or to proceed by mail 
coach from one place to another, the main lines not, as a 
rule, passing through, or having stations at, the small 
villages, but only connecting comparatively large towns. 
The carriage of goods was, therefore, very costly, and often 
80 great, as to absolutely prevent the cultivation of agricul- 
tural products for sale elsewhere; but under the improved 
régime the farmers eagerly cultivate every square yard of 
land, knowing that they can find an accessible and ready 
market for all their produce. 

The service of trains is arranged to meet the requirements 
of the traffic, early morning trains running for the purpose 
of carrying goods to market and labourers to their work, and 
in the evening after the hours of labour. A few trains run 
at intermediate times for the convenience of the less occupied 
public, and to carry any goods which can be dealt with 
during the day.. | 

It is interesting to note the proportion of the receipts cou- 
tributed respectively by passenger and goods traffic. Taking 
the Antwerp—Hoogstraeten—Turnhout line in the year 
1901 the passenger receipts were £12,965 and the goods 
receipts £6,697, or passenger receipts were 64 per cent. and 
goods 36 per cent. of the total receipts. 

In the same year, 1901, the total receipts on the line 
from Sprimont to Poulseur were £5,056,0f which £681 
were passenger and £4,375 were goods receipts; that is, the 
goods receipts were 86*5 per cent. of the whole, the remaining 
13:5 per cent. being from passenger traffic. — | 

This last example particularly emphasises the benefit con- 
ferred upon the district and its industries. 

There are several stone quarries between Spirmont and 
Poulseur which, prior to the opening of the light railway, 
were but little worked, owing to the fact that cartage cost 
65d. per ton per mile, whereas the light railway charges only 
14d. The effect of this reduction has been to increase the 
goods receipts from £959 in 1888, the first year of working 
the line, to £4,375 in 1901, an increase of 456 per cent. 
in 14 years. In the case of this line the gauge is 
4 ft. 8} in., which is the standard, and wagons exchanged 
with main lines run over it without transhipment. 

The total cost of construction of this line, which is 
5] miles long, was £27,154. "The working expenses for the 
year 1901 were £2,872, leaving £2,184 available for divi- 
dend, and returning 8 per cent. on the capital outlay. 

Between Poulseur and Spirmont there are five trains per 
day each way between the hours of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. The 
first-class fare for the whole distance is} 6d. and the 
second-class 4d. 

Another instance of an agricultural line is that connecting 
Wavre and Jodoignes and passing en roule through the 
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villages of Gastuche, Archnnes, Grez Doiceau, Longueville, 

toux Miroir, and Incourt; its length is 16 miles, and it 
cot £65,870 to construct. The receipts in 1901 were, 
passenger traffic £4,036, goods traffic £2,870. 

Wavre is a market town of about 6,000 inhabitants, and 
there is a large weekly influx of farmers from the surrounding 
country with their produce and live stock for sale. Amongst 
the sidings connected with this line is one running to a 
chemical manure factory, which supplies the neighbouring 
farms. 

Like other Belgian light railways, this line runs for the 
most part along the side of the high road, where the district 
derives the benefit, not only of having a service of trains 
passing close to the houses, but of the repairing of the roads 
between the rails and between the tracks, together with two 
strips 2 ft. wide outside the rails, which is done by the 
light railway company. 


(To be concluded.) 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled ezprossiy for this journal by W. Р. Тномрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
Agente, 539, Holborn, London W.C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


9,780. An improved fitting for electric incandescent lamps." J. KRE- 
MENEZKY. April 28th. 

9,788. ‘Improvements in electric switches and in the application of the same 
to electrically-propelled vehicles." W. M. Brown. April28th. (Complete.) 

9,789. ‘Improvements relating to electric railway systems and more parti- 
cularly to crossings and switches forthe sane.” Н. E. KEELER. April 28ih. 
(Complete.) 

9,800. "Improvements in switch or ringing keys for telephone switchboa: ds.” 
L. M. Ericsson. April 28th. (Complete.) 

9,801. “Improvements in telephone jack-tr:ps." L. M. Ericsson. April 
28th. (Complete.) 

9,809. Improvements in and relating to the electrolytic decomposition «f 
alkaline salts." M. WILDERMANN. April 284. (Complete.) 

9,812. “Improvements in the electrolytic production of a bleaching liquor 
and caustic alkali lye snd in appsratus employed therein." A. J. BOULT. 
(Н. Seibert and G. Temple, Germany.) April 23th. (Complete.) 

9,815. “Improvements іп and connected with the prevention of «parking on 
the interruption of ethereal telegraphic and other electric circuits," W. L 
Wisk. (К. Birkeland, Norway.) April 29th. 

9,825. ‘‘ Improvements in, or relating to, electric fuse-boxes for street mains 
and analogous uses.” R. F. HALL. April 29th. 

9,849. Improved means or method of connecting incandescent electric 
lamps in festoons, and for other like temporary uses. W. Barker. April 29ch. 
(Complete. ) 

9,859. “Improvements in implements for stripping insulation from wire." 
C. C. SILBEV. April 29th. 

9,873. ‘Improvements in and relating to the connections or joints of cables 
for conveying electrical energy." A. G. Brookes. (H. G. Thompson, United 
States.) April 29th. 

9,899. “Improvements in apparatus for making nerated beverages and auto- 
matically and electrically controlling the gas pressure therein.“ P. К. 
MALMSTROM, April 29th. (Complete.) 

9,916. An improved telephone call list." М. MICHAELIS. April 30th. 
(Complete.) 

9,947. "Improvements in an electric low water alarm." C. A. ALLISON. 
(A. Graham, United States.) April 80th. (Complete.) 

9,949. “Improved means and apparatus for effecting telephonic intercom- 
munication.” J. Younae. April 30th. 

9,956. Improvements relating ‘to telephone receivers, audiphones and the 
like.“ H. Н. LARE. (Akouphone Manufacturing Company, United States.) 
April 30th. Complete.) 

9,977. '"Improvements in pole-pieces for dynamo-electric machines.“ Tur 
British Тномяом-Ногвточ Company, LIMITED. (A. Churchwa:id, United 
States.) April 30th. (Complete.) 

9,978. "Improvements in pole-shoes for dynamo-electric machines" Tur 
British THossos-HovsToN Company, LIMIT D. (A, Churchward, United States.) 
April 30th. (Complete.) 

9,982. “Improvements relating to current collecting devices for electric 
traction systems." E. BEDE and A. A. Conpamin. April 30th. 

10,000. ** Improvements in electrical resistances.” А. Н. Maves. May 166. 

‘aren ë “Improvements in intercommunication telephones." G. E. BECKETT. 
May Ist. 

160-3. “А new or improved method ‘or producing electric insulat ng bodies.“ 
H. J. Нлорлх. (The ' Pyrisolith" Isolating Material Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Limited.) May Ist. (Completo.) 

10,097. **Improvementsin conduits for electric mains snd in the jointing of 
same." L Baurowand J. Joux. May 2nd. (Complete.) 

10,098. ‘Improvements in starting switches for electric motors." T. E. 
WraveR May 2nd. 

10.102. Improvements in or relating to apparatus for use in electro-plating.“ 
F. T. Jackson. May 2nd. 

10,141. Improved fuse holders for electric current." J.J. RAwLINo8S, W.R. 
RAWLINGS, and RAWLIxGS Bros., LiuirTEDp, May 2nd. 

10,151. “Improvements in syntonic space telegraphy.” O. J. LonpckE and 
A. MUIRHEAD. May 2nd. 

10,185. “Means for removing moisture from electric conductor conduits." 
І. Ѕнохк апа E. Аст. May 2nd. 

10,189. Improvements in and relating to electric incandescent lamps, and to 
means for connecting tbe same in the electric circuits," A. L. LEAN. May 2nd. 

10,193. Improvements in collectors for use in connection with overhead 
cleric tracion svsteias II. Pract. May 3rd. 

10,204. “ Imy rovements in electrodes." J. HARGREAVES, J. W. STUBRS and 
J. KkanSLE X. May 3rd, 


10,203. Improvements relating to electrical fire alarms and other electrical 
signalling systems, telegraphy, telephony, wireless telegraphy, and the like.“ 
E. G. Риткоко, May 3rd. 


10,231. “Improvements in and relating to high speed electrical generators 
and motors." S. Z. DR Ferranti. May 8га. 

10,237. ** Improvements in phase indicators," R. E. E. Everett and 
Е. Ргхо. May 3rd. 

10,245, '' Improvements in receivers suitable for wireless telegraphy." О. 
Marcosi and Man's Wihetess ТЕҺЕОНАРН Company, ГімгтЕр. May 3rd. 

106,246. “Improvements in receivers suitable for wireless telegraphy.” C, 
Максом and Marconr’s WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Company, Limiten, May 3 d. 

10.262. “Improvements in and relating to arrangements for control ing 
automatic electric regulators, cel) switohes, and the like," W. E. Evans, 
(Allgemeine Elektricitits Gesellschaft, Germany.) Мау 8rd. (Complete.) 


PATENTS EXPIRING. 


Wk are informed by Messrs. W. P. THowrson & Co., that in the year 1888, 424 
complete specifications were fited. Of those that bear the date April, May and 
June, only nine were maintained to run their full term, and, being of consider- 
able interest, we give short abstracts of them below: 


6,461. “improvements relating to the electrical transmission of power aad te 
apparatus therefor.” И. Н. Lake. Dated May Ist, 1888,  Armatures, field 
magnets, commutators, motors, regulating speed of.—Relates to the trans- 
mission of energy by using electro motors with two or more independent 
circuits connected up to separate circuits on the armature of an alternating- 
current generator, 8 claims. 


7,646. "improvements in or relating to indicaters for alternating electric 
currente." W. P. Thompson. Dated May 29th, 1888. Current meters.— Relates 
to apparatus for measuring at a central station the difference of potential on 
the work circuit, and consists in introducing into the voltmeter circuit an 
opposing electromotive force proportional to the current supplied to the work 
ү and cannot be well described without reference to a diagram. 11 
claims. 


7,646. ‘“‘Imprevements in or relating to apparatus for detecting and locatia 
faults in alternate current electric circuits." W. P. Thempeon. Dated May oath. 
1868, Testiog.—Relates to apparatus for detecting and locating faults in alter- 
nating current electric circuits. The primary coils of two converters are con- 
nected to the leads and tothe earth by means of a conductor. The secondary 
circuits contain indicators such as incandescent electric lamps. If one of 
the leads is earth-connected, one of the converters will be shunted, while the 
strength of the current passing through the second converter will be increased. 
An alteration in the light einitted by the lamps will thus take place and 
indicate in which of the leads the fault occurs. 3 claims. 


6,602. ''imprevemonts relating to the generation and distribution of electric 
Currents and to apparatus therefor.” Н. H. Lake. Dated May 1st, 1888. Trans- 
formers, distributing.—Relates to special means for transforming electric 
currects for distributing purposes. The transformer consists of a core closing 
on itself, ie., ring-shaped, cylindrical, or of similar form, which may be 
laminated. This coil is wound with a certain number of pairs of coils, wb ich 


correspond to the number of coils on the armature of the alternating dynamo. 


4 claims. 


6,961. "''imgrovements in automatic electric batteries." G. A. Nussbaum. 
Dated May 10th, ISSR. Induction coils.—Relates to coin-freed apparatus for 
giving electric shocks. An induction coil has its secondary coil connected to 
sliding handles by means of contact springs, the strength of the shock being 
increased by pulling cut the handles. 4 claims. 


7,060. ''improvements in or relatiag te alternate eurreat electric distribation.’’ 
w. b. )hompeom. Dated May 29th, 188. D.stributing.—Consiste in arranging 
two or more incandescent lamps or other translating devices in series, each 
lamp or device being shunted by a reactive coil, which is 80 proportioned as to 
offer a high resistance to the passage of the current when the lamp is in opera- 
tion, but the reaction of which, when the lamp is disconnected, effects a 
resistance approximately equal to that of the lamp. 1 claim. 


7,061. ‘“‘Improvements in switohes for electric oirouits." W. P. Thempson. 
Dated May 29th, 1888. Switches; cut-outs.— Relates to switches for use with 
dynamos giving high potentia), and is too long for purposes of abridgment. 
8 claims. 


7,862. ''Improvements in or relating to central station apparatus for system of 
electric distribution by alternate ourrents." W. P. Thompson (G. Westinghouse. 
Dated May 20th, 1838, Distributing switches.—Relates to central station 
apparatus, and consists in the combination of several independent alternating- 
current dynamos, the field magnets of which are excited by separate dynamos: 
with switches connecting them with the main leads, which by switches are con: 
nected to the external circuits. Ammeters and voltmeters are suitably intro- 
duced, 10 claims. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W. O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 0d 
(in stamps). 


6,164. ‘Improvements In eleotrio traction on a condalt system.” 3. d. Bennett. 
Dated March 19th, 1900. Relates to electric railways and tramways on a conduit 
system. A long flexible collector bar runsin the slotted conduit, and is carried by 
arms fromthe bogies at each end of the vehicle. The arms are mounted оп а pin 
ona bracket which works on asecond pin, andis provided with horns toembrace 
an arin projecting from the vehicle. А spring and guards may be provided. The 
collector passes between contact pieces pivoted on standards or on brackets in 
boxes placed at intervals in the conduit. ‘These pieces are pressed togetber by 
springs or by weights, and bave insulated rubbing pieces on their faces, one of 
them being connected by the feeder to the main. The rubbing pieces may {е 
hinged on their arms so аз to have a parallel bearing on the collector. 


5,187. An automatic telephone call recorder." A. Е. Lamkin. Dated March 19th, 
1906. Relates to apparatus for recording the number of calls in а telephone 
system, and for deleting or nullifying by the exchange the number of any call 
which is not completed. There is a wheel of a counter which is operated one 
step by a pawl each time that the telephone is taken off the hook. The counter 
may be turned back by another pawl operated by an eleotro-magnet in the 
circuit connected with the exchange. 


8,191. Improvements In electric heating systems fer care." Westinghouse Brake 
Company, Limited. (F. C. Newell.) Dated March 19th, 1900. Heating: In el*ctric 
cars the current generated by the motors in the local braking circuit can be 
employed for heating purposes. 


6 232. ''improvements in storags batteries." P. Kennedy. Dated March 20th, 
1900. Relates to a support for the active material. 3 claims. 


5,274. Improved apparatus for the eleotro-depositien of metals." W. Y. Baek. 
Dated March 20th, 1900. Work holders for spoons, forks, ard the like are 
f: rned in such в way that the metal, such as silver, is unequally dep sited, 
being deposited more heavily upon the parts which receive most wear. 
claims, 
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ELECTRIC TRACTION ON STEAM 
RAILWAYS. 


Pror. CARUS WiLsoN has recently given some very 


interesting figures regarding the adoption of electric traction 
by Italian railways. The electrification of main line rail- 
ways is a subject which we have frequently had occasion to 
refer to in connection with Mr. Langdon's presidential 
address to the Institution of Electrical Engineers, and the 
papers of Messrs. Mordey, Jenkin, Swinburne, and Cooper. 
It may, therefore, be of interest to investigate how far the 
Italian main line railways have really adopted electric trac- 
tion, and how far the conditions that there obtain can be 


' held to justify the adoption of such systems on our main 


lines in this country. 

Two companies, the “Rete Adriatica" and “Кее 
Mediterranea,” operate the greater part of the railway system 
in Italy. The railways themselves are still owned and are 
leased to the above-mentioned operating companies for a 
term of years expiring in 1905. The mileage operated by 
each company is about the same, and in the neighbourhood 
of 3,600 miles. Besides the main line railways there exist 
a series of light railways, a large portion of which are at 
the present time either operated by, or being converted to, 
electric traction. Most of these light railways radiate from 
the large industrial centres in the north of Italy, and in 
many cases have become practically interurban lines. Thus 
a line 20 miles long unites Pavia and Milan ; another con- 
nects Brescia and Mantua, and is 43 miles long. 

A glance at the maps given in Prof. Carus Wilson’s paper 
will show how serious the competition of tramways and light 
railways must be. This competition, in conjunction with 
the great cost of coal suitable for burning in locomotive 
boilers, and the large water-powers which are to be found in 
Northern Italy, has caused both the Italian Government 
and the railway companics to most seriously consider the 
possibility of and the advantages to be gained by the intro- 
duction of electric traction on at least some of their main 
lines. 

We give а brief résumé of what has so far been done. 
The Adriatic Company has agreed to allow a separate com- 
pany, specially formed for introducing electric traction on 
Italian railways, to operate electrically the existing lines 
between Lecco-Collico, Collico-Chiavenna, and Collico- 
Sondrio. The power is supplied by the river Adda, from a 
station at Morbegno, situated above Collico, and near the 
centre of the system. The electrical portion of this plant 
was entrusted to the Schuckert Company, of Nuremberg, 
who were originally interested in the promotion of the elec- 
tric traction company already mentioned. The liue itself, 
and the rolling stock, were entrusted to Ganz & Co., who 
specially evolved what is commonly known as the Ganz 
system, which was so much discussed during the now famous 
arbitration between the District and Metropolitan District 


Railway Companies. The length of the line to be operated 
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electrically is 66 miles, and the power plant generates three- 
phase current at 25 cycles and 22,000 volts, which is trans- 
formed down to 8,000 volts for use on the line. This line 
sho... 1 have been opened over two years ago—a formal 
opening was announced last Spring, but had to be put off, 
as the trial had so far not been satisfactory. At present 
goods trains are worked at night by means of electric loco- 
motives, which, however, are not operated on the Ganz 
cascade system. The passenger trains are still run by steam 
locomotives, A special signal system of the most compli- 


cated automatic kind has been introduced, and is expected 


to work satisfactorily. This portion of the work was put in 
by the Adriatic Railway Company, and Messrs. Ganz are in 
no way responsible for it. The passenger carriages have 
accommodation for 56 people, and weigh 53 tons each. 
They are very handsome and well built, and are equipped with 
Messrs. Ganz’s cascade system. No practical results have 
as yet been obtained, and it is very doubtful as to when the 
regular passenger service is to be operated electrically. 
Hence, as far as the Adriatic Company is concerned, it may 
be stated that they are experimenting, and have arrived at 
no decision as to future policy. 

As regards the line itself, it is simply a tourist one, having 
a good traffic in summer and carrying passengers who have 
crossed the Alps from Switzerland or the Tyrol from 
Chiavenna or Sondrio to Milan. 

The Mediterranean railway is equipping electrically the 
whole of the line from Milan to Gallarate, and thence to 
Varese, Porto Ceresio, Saveno and Arona. The total length 
of the line is 81 miles, and the whole distance is single track 
except the length from Milan to Gallarate, which is double. 
The power house is at Tornavento, about 7 miles from 
Gallarate, A temporary steam plant, which will later serve 
as a reserve, i8 at present supplying the power. Water 
power will eventually be used, the water being taken from 
the river Jeuno. Three-phase current at 12,000 volts and 
25 cycles is used for transmission, this being transformed 
by means of static transformers and rotary converters to a 
650-volt continuous current, at which pressure it is sent to 
the third rail. The motor cars on the Varese line weigh 
40 tons unloaded, and have accommodation for 63 passengers. 
The goods traffic is to be hauled by electric locomotives. 
This line, like the one on which the Adriatic Company is 
experimenting, is а tourist line, and is in no way comparable 
with our main lines in this country. 

As electric trains have only been in operation for a few 
months on this line, it is quite impossible, as all those who 
have experience know, to draw any conclusions from such a 
short period of operation as to the real cost of working, the 
probable receipts, or whether the results anticipated have or 
have not been obtained, and the results of at least two years 
will have to be available before conclusions of any real yalue 
can be obtained. 

But Prof. Carus Wilson evidently does not think so, and 
as no figures are as yet available, starts to work out what it 
should cost to operate the Milan-Varese line by comparing it 
with the City and South London line, and by making various 
other assumptions of asimilar nature. Thus he is ablein the 
conclusion of his paper to arrive at what appears to be the 
desired result, viz., that electric traction on our main line 
railways is not only a desirable thing, but one that should be 
immediately contemplated. 


As regards the necessary increase in traffic, the same 
methods of estimating are adopted, and the estimate as 
regards the cost of operating trains electrically is taken as 
already obtained. Even under such favourable conditions it 
is shown that the traffic will have to be doubled to pay 
expenses, 

Even should the experiments on the Italian railways 
prove the success we hope they may, it does not follow that 
this will be an argument for operating our own main lines 
electrically. It should also be noted that in the case of the 
lines between Milan and Genoa, and Milan and Chiasso, 
which are the most profitable and have the heaviest traffic, 
no suggestion has yet been made that they should be con- 
verted to electric traction. Since the electric traction 
service has been inaugurated on the Varese line the number 
of trains has been nearly quadrupled and the average specd 
nearly doubled. Тһе average speed for express trains when 
operated by steam was 25 miles an hour, and for ordinary 
passenger trains 16 miles per hour, and the number of trains 
each way per day was eight. This increase of travelling 
facilities could have been carried out had steam locomotives 
been retained. 


The first portion of Prof. Carus Wilson's paper is descrip- 
tive of the two lines, Milan-Varese—Porto-Ceresio and 
Lecco—Sondrio, both of which have been described in 
detail in the technical press. 

The map showing the large extent of light railways and 
tramways which exist is of great interest, as well as that 
which shows the railway connections in the neighbourhood of 
Milan ; во also are the figures of working costs of the exist- 
ing Italian steam railways; but the bulk of the paper consists 
of estimated figures, which are not reliable guides as to what 
may really be expected in this country, and should not be 
taken seriously by railway men. 


We fully concur with the author when he states that 
the change from steam to electricity should not be made 
unless the increase in traffic may reasonably be expected at 
least to cover. the increased cost of running, and the interest 
on the capital expenditure.” It is to avoid excessive and 
nasty conclusions that we have taken up a well-defined 
position as regards the electrification of our main line rail- 
ways—and to counteract the harmful influence which will, 
undoubtedly, be exercised by the daily Press, which already 
appears to have decided that steam traction is doomed, and 
that the days are over when locomotives shall carry their own 
fuel or generate their own power. 

The outcome of all the recent papers and the extended 
discussions on electric traction on our main line railways before 
the various Institutions, has been to confirm us in our con- 
viction that with our present knowledge we are quite un- 
prepared to undertake the electrification of our main lines. 
It has not been shown that it would pay were it done, and 
how to do it seems entirely beyond our present perceptions. 

It would appear to us that more practically usefal 
results would have been obtained had the various writers 
on this subject considered the important «question of 
suburban lines in and round our great manufacturing 
towns instead of speculating on an uncertain future. On 
urban and. suburban lines the case is quite different: there 
is no doubt as to system or as to the advisability—nay, 
actual necessity—of changing our existing methods. The 
traffic is ready made, awaiting the greater facilities which 
clectricity can furnish on short journeys. Then there is 
knowledge and experience available to point out the way in 
which the work should be carried ont, and to foretell 
accurate results and capital expenditure., Here is the field 
that should occupy the immediate attention of electric 
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traction engineers and practical railway men, and it is 
along these lines that the problem of electric traction on our 
railways should be attacked. 


Dn. CHUNDER Bosh has demonstrated 
the existence of some remarkable analogies 
between the behaviour of the coherer 
under the influence of electric waves, and that of the nerves of 
vision under the influence of light waves, which are now 
known to be electric waves of extremely high frequency. He 
showed that the oscillatory nature of “after images” in the 
eye was completely analogous to the oscillatory conductivity 
of certain inorganic substances when used as coherers, and 
Branly and others have shown that in other respects the 
action of the coherer and of the nervous system are re- 
markably similar. 

The intermittent nature of the discharge in a flash of 
lightning makes it a powerful source of electric waves, and 
it must often have occurred to persons acquainted with 
Bose’s experiment that lightning discharges might exercise 
some influence on the nervous system even when the flash 
itself was invisible. It is a well-known fact that certain 
persons are abnormally sensitive to the approach of thunder- 
storms, and cases are even recorded where convulsions and 
death have resulted. These effects have usually been 
attributed to panic or exaggerated fear of being struck by 
lightning, but Mr. A. Frederick Collins describes in 
another part of this issue some remarkable experimente, which 
appear to demonstrate that the influence of lightning dis- 
charges on the brain may be as much beyond the control of 
the will as the effect of light on the eye. 

Mr. Collins happened to be making experiments опа 
freshly-prepared human brain, with the view of showing that 
its substance acted ав а coherer. Two isolated needle points had 
been inserted into the substance of the brain with the object of 
measuring the resistance between the points by a Wheatstone 
bridge. To his astonishment he found that he could not 
balance the bridge arms. After an approximate balance the 
needle suddenly swung to plus without any apparent cause, 
showing hundreds of ohms too much, and then made 
an immediate second deflection to the minus side, showing 
hundreds of ohms too little. This state continued a few 
minutes, when a peal of thunder revealed to him the cause 
of the puzzling behaviour of his galvanometer needle; it 
was due to the approach of a thunderstorm. As the storm 
approached the deflections grew more and more pronounced, 
80 that there could be no doubt that the disturbance was 
due to it. To exclude the possibility that the deflections 
were due to the effect of the electric waves on the galvano- 
meter system, а 1 ohm coil was measured, and in this no 
difficulty was encountered. When the storm was at its 
height a telephone receiver was substituted for the testing 
set, and through it and the substance of the brain came 
sounds like the cooling of a piece of red-hot metal quickly 
submerged in water. ! 

Besides these experiments on the cohering effect of 
lightning on the brain, which he was fortunate enough to 
have the opportunity of making, Mr. Collins has also made 
a valuable series of tests on different parts of the brain 
with Hertzian waves generated by an induction coil. He 
claims that his experiments have shown that the grey 
matter is more susceptible of the impressions than the white 
tracts, consisting of nerves or conductors, and that the 
granules of the rust-coloured layer are the most sensitive 
of any portion examined. 

Mr. Collins's experiments must be of great interest and 
very suggestive to physiologists as well as to physicists. 
There are, however, many gaps to be filled up by laborious 
and careful experiment before his thesis can be fully 
accepted. 


The Human Brain 
as a Coherer, 


RAILWAY BLOCKS AND TELEGRAPHS: 
RECENT PRACTICE, 


THE paper read by Mr. A. T. Kinsey at the meeting 
of the Dublin Section of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on the 17th ult. is of considerable interest as & 
record of practice in Ireland, but is not of во comprehensive 
а character as its title would seem to indicate. 

Speaking generally of the principles of block signalling, 
the author notes the imposition of a space limit between 
trains, the differences in the limits at various points, and the 
elasticity given by the use of switches to meet varying 
conditions of traffic. Some of the author's statements, 
however, must not be taken too literally, since we find 
him saying, without any qualification whatever, that “one 
train cannot overtake or meet another, as one train only is 
permitted to enter a block section at a time." It is true the 
rules do not give permission, except under special circum- 
stances, but one train has overtaken another, and trains have 
met in the same section, both with and without the per- 
mission of the operators, The same thought appears in the 
curious statement that the cost of block working on double 
lines must not be considered “all loss,” to be tolerated only 
on account of its “ absolute safety." It hardly requires to 
be said, at this time of day, that the safety of the system 
depends quite as much upon the operators as upon the 
apparatus in the present method of working. То say that 
certain eventualities are impossible, whether with reference . 
to the results to be achieved as a whole, or to the action of 
any part of the apparatus, is liable to give rise to misconcep- 
tion unless qualified. 

Mr. Kinsey would almost appear to consider the block a 
necessary evil, and, as the maintenance of the signal cabins 
is such a considerable item of the working expenses, the 
fewer of them the better for the dividend, provided (hat the 
traffic be smartly handled." The italics are ours. Considered 
as a general statement that operating expenses should be 
kept to the minimum, no exception need be taken to the 
observation quoted. It is, however, undoubtedly true that 
traffic is more smartly handled, and the capacity of a line 
immensely increased by the use of the block system, and its 
value becomes more and more apparent as the traffic of a 
line grows. The load factor of a railway is of the utmost 
importance, and, probably, is only just beginning to be 
fully realised. In view of the fact that the road bed and 
its appurtenances are by far the most costly part of the 
equipment of a railway, it is desirable to obtain from it the 
greatest possible “duty.” 

Only in the neighbourhood of large towns, where there 
is a considerable suburban traffic, is the load factor of decent 
proportions, and in such situations the value assigned to the 
block system is apparent from the short sections employed. 
The only limite to this increase are the differences in speed 
and the provision of adequate braking power. Mr. Kinsey 
admits that some economy" may result from the opera- 
tion of the block system, “as a driver knowing that he has 
a clear road until he reaches the next section can make the 
most of it," But railway traffic is run to a time schedule 
in all but a few unimportant instances, and the oppor- 
tunities for“ making the most of ib" are not numerous 
on the line, and even they are not often taken advantage of. 
The department where “the most is made of it" in this 
sense, i8 that in which the time table is made up, and traffic 
arrangements made generally, and it may be said that with- 
out the high degree of certainty ensured by the block system 
and its aids, the present fast mixed traffic could not possibly 
be handled on the existing lines. 

Some exception may also be taken to the statement that | 
the earlier types of block indicators were designed to repre- 
sent the actual semaphores used for line signalling. 
Certainly the statement does not apply to the earliest 
examples of  train-signalling instruments. Cooke and 
Wheatstone's indicator was & needle instrument, as were 
those of Bartholomew, Tyers and Bain ; those used on the 
old Blackwall and the Birmingham and Gloucester railways, 
on the Midland Railway between Desford and Bagsworth, 
and through Thackley, Clay Cross and Duffield tunnels. 
Needle instruments were used also on the Great Western Rail- 
way as early as 1839 for a modified form of signalling, on the 
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Great Northern in 1851, and were adopted by Mr. Edwin 
Clark forthe T;ondon and North-Western in 1853. It was 
not until about 1862 that Mr. Preece devised his apparatus, 
and contended for uniformity between the electrical and 
mechanical apparatus, although we believe that Mr. C. V. 
Walker had previously experimented with a semaphore arm 
attached to the axis of a needle instrument. It need hardly 
be said that the needle instrument now signals more miles of 
line in these islands, and those of the most important 
character, than any other type of instrument, and that on 
the whole, and leaving out of account the question of 
control of the operator, it fully deserves the confidence 
reposed in it. 

On the question of the sufficiency of the ordinary block 
instrument the author is silent. A slight description of 
Preece's instrument, and a fuller description of Harper's, are 
given, but the absence of illustrations renders them of bnt 
little use to any but those already acquainted with the appa- 
ratus. Whilst their technical aspects are touched upon, no 
idea is given of their several merits as block indicators under 
all the conditions likely to arise. This is to be regretted, as, 
after all, details of construction are subordinate to effective- 
ness of operation. 

In connection with the working of single lines, the author 


gives a very complete description of the Webband Thompson . 


train staff apparatus, which, together with the earlier appa- 
ratus of Tyers, has done so much to increase the capacity of 
single lines. To such an extent does this appear to be the 
case in Ireland, that the author says, “ We shall probably 
see no new double lines of railway track in Ireland in our 
time." Accumulation of staffs due to unbalanced traffic on 
a single line is noted, and it is pointed out that staffs may 
be taken out in pairs and returned to the end which is 
deficient. It should, however, be noted that this is usually 
done by someone who is not connected with the control of 
the traffic, and that the operations involve unlocking of the 
apparatus. An adaptation of the train staff apparatus to 
the locking of swing bridges is given, and a condenser 
method of working telephone circuits on block wires is 
also described and illustrated. In the latter the block bell 
is used for calling attention to the telephone. 
munication is desired with an intermediate station, on a 
single line, without block or telegraph apparatus, a condenser 
and telephone set are connected as a leak on the train staff 
circuit, The saving effected by such methods of working 
will become more and more important, but as now available 
between adjacent cabins they are only useful for very local 
arrangements, For important main line work more extended 
communication is required, and this such methods are not 
capable of affording. 

The author describes and illustrates an interesting and 
ingenious method of combining telephone and telegraph 
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circuits which run on the same pole line, so as to obviate 
inductive disturbance of the former, without more wires 
than would be required for a single wire circuit for each. 
The arrangement is shown by the diagram. The two line 
wires are joined at each end through similar windings of 
two transformers, and the telegraph line is connected to the 
centres of the same windings at each end. The telephone 
sets are connected in the other windings of the respective 
transformers. If the telephone line wire is led off the ше 
of poles carrying the telegraph wire, the transformer 18 
placed at the junction pole and one end of the winding con- 
nected with the telephone is earthed there, the other end 
being connected to the continuation of the telephone line 
wire, and earthed through the telephone set as usual. The 
two line wires are in parallel so far as the telegraph currents 


Where com- . 


are concerned, and the differential action of the transformer 
windings to these currents prevents disturbance to the tele- 
phone, which has a metallic circuit up to the transformer at 
the far end. Disturbance from other wires is prevented by 
crossing the line wires in the usual way. Obviously, the 
two line wires must have the same resistance in order to 
prevent disturbance of the telephone by the telegraph 
currents, 

It would be interesting to know on what grounds the 
double-current sounder, with the relays ‘‘ differentially 
wound," was selected for a circuit serving 13 stations 
Perhaps, like so much railway work elsewhere, it simply 
“ growed.” 


ELECTRIC WAVES AND THEIR EFFECT 
ON THE HUMAN BRAIN. 


By A. FREDERICK COLLINS. 
(Copyrighted. by A. Frederick Collins.) 


THE following account details some experiments I conducted 
last September for the purpose of establishing the nature of 
the relationship evidently existing between electric storms 
and persons afflicted by certain forms of nervous diseases. 


My first impressions were obtained upon observing the 
acute suffering of an old gentleman whenever a storm was 
in progress, with an accentuated type of neurosts, this being 
the generic name for a class of diseases having their origin 
in the nervous system, It was a matter of common know- 
ledge that Mr. S—— could predict the approach of a storm 
several hours in advance with considerable accuracy, though 
the sky was clear at the time. | 

To trace the connection between the storms and this 
physiological effect, let us examine the data upon which the 
tests were based The experimenta of Herr Heinrich Hertz, 
the discoverer of stationary elcctrical waves, are well known, 
since it is by these waves that wireless telegraphy has been 
made possible, but a brief review may assist in making clear 
the phenomenon under discussion. | 

Hertz, іп 1888, in an attempt to verify the electro- 
magnetic theory of light, found a simple, but most effective 
method of producing waves like light, exoept that the 
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been noted by Calzecchi Owsti on the cohesion of metal 
filings, but he did not determine the cause. Edouard Branly 
in 1891 observed that this action was due to electric waves, 
and made the first real coherer, shown in fig. 2, reduced to 

th its original size. Another experiment made in 1891 


frequency of oscillation producing them is measured, not 
by the hundred trillions per second, but slowed down to 
millions, or even thousands, per second, and that the 
length of wave emitted was measured by centimetres and 
metres instead of by the hundred-trillionths centimetre. 


Fic. 4.—HRaAD!ATOR. 


The apparatus Hertz employed was a Ruhmkorff coil, 
fig. LA, with spark-gap b »' and capacity areas c с’, forming 
the oscillator system. To detect these waves, Hertz used a 
micrometer spark-gap detector shown in fig. 1B ; when the 
circle of wire B was held at a distance from the coil 4, and 


sparks caused to pass between b ö“, minute sparks would 
pass simultaneously in the spark-gap of B. Now in this 
case the effect is not due to electricity passing through the 
air, but to elecíric waves propagated by the disruptive 
discharge, and these waves follow the laws of light in that 
they are capable of reflection, refraction, polarisation, and 


y Larroque, a French scientist, bears so closely оп the 
subject, that I append it likewise. Не evolved the theory 
that the Hertzian or electric waves could be propagated over 
enormous distauces through the middle and higher atmo- 
spheres, and constructed a detector consisting merely of a 
wire or “feeler” extending upward into the air and 
terminating in a zinc plate, fig. 8, the lower terminal ending 
in а small brass sphere а; a second sphere a’ was adjusted 
forming а minute spark-gap, and this was earthed by means 
of а wire ав shown. On the night of June 18th, when а 
terrific storm was raging over Corsica, sparks жеге observed 
to jump across the gap, though the sky was clear in France; 
these phenomena were repeatedly observed. 

By the application of a Branly coherer to the Hertzian 
waves, Marconi has since demonstrated that the radiation 
can be propagated and detected over enormous distances. 

In view of these facta, it seemed reasonable to believe that 
the electric waves emitted by lightning might affect, existing 
pathological conditions, and it was to demonstrate if possible 
a change or an effect in the physiological tissues that these 
experimente were undertaken. 

Accordingly, I procured from the abattoir the brain of 
a freshly-killed animal, and arranged an apparatus for 
sending out the electric waves or radiations as shown in 
fig. 1 in diagram, and in fig. 4 in half-tone. It was thought 
necessary to measure the resistance of the brain, and two 
needles connected to the testing set were imbedded in 
opposite hemispheres, The high resistance offered by the 
tissues to the passage of an electric current, especially con- 
sidering its large cross-section, wes surprising. А telephone 
receiver was introduced in place of the testing set, and 
two resonator plates connected as shown in the diagram 
fig. 5, аа representing the coherer plugs, в the brain, сс 
the resonator plates, d the dry cell and в the telephone. 
Waves were now sent out by the emitter at a distance of 
8 metres, but there was no sound in the receiver; the 
results were nil. Had the waves appreciably cohered the 
brain cells, the telephone would have registered it. The 
result was disappointing. It then occurred to me that the 
resistance of the brain, like loose metal filings, was too 
great, and ite sensitiveness therefore proportionately 
decreased. | 

The needles were inserted 1 mm. apart, and the key again 
pressed. There was а sharp click in the telephone receiver 


Fic. 6.—LIstENING TO THE COHESION or a Livine Cat's Bram. 


the final test for wave motion, interference. Hertz's 
detector was not very sensitive to the waves, and could be 
used only for short distances. 

In 1884, prior to these testa, another phenomenon had 
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as though a carbon соһегег had been employed instead of the 

brain cells. The key note had been struck that was to form 

the basis of the succeeding tests. Time after time the ex- 

periment was repeated, in all its possible variations, and 
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with many other brains from mammals, but with similar 
results. The testa proved that cohesion of the brain cells in 
mammals takes place afler death under the action of the 
waves, 

Having examined into the subject thus far, the question 
of such action on living brain cells followed as a natural 
sequence, and in order to carry out a second series of experi- 
menta, I consulted with Dr. Rotzell, lecturer on zoology and 
anchropology in the Hannehmann Medical College of Phil- 
adelphia, who lives near me in Marbuth. I communi- 
cated to him the preceding results obtained, and we decided 


Fic. 8.—MEASUBING TER ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE OF THE 
Human BRAIN. 


to make some control experiments. A large feline was sub- 
jected to the process of etherisation, and was soon in a deep 
hypnotic sleep. An incision was made at right angles to 
the frontal bone, and laying back the skin the cranium was 
exposed. Two holes were next drilled through the frontal 
with exceeding carefulness that the membrane might not be 
disturbed. These perforations were 1 mm. apart, and the 
needles of the receiving apparatus were inserted into the 
brain, as shown in fig. 6 ; an assistant operated the key of 
the emitting apparatus. The detector again consisted of 
the telephone receiver, selected for its great sensitiveness. 

When the sparks passed between the oscillator balls of the 
emitter, the sounds of cobesion iu the living brain were quite 
clear, though not as distinct as in the prior tests with the 
inert brains. This may have been due to the short circuit- 
ing of the current from the dry cell by tbe blood and other 
viscous matter. The cat was sub-conscious of the effect, 
and more ether was applied ; the clicking continued, show- 
ing that the brain cells were self-righting or self-restoring, 
as it ів called in the technique of wireless telegraphy. The 
doctor adjusted the receiver, and likewise noted the effecta of 
cohesion; the assistant followed, but said the sounds were 
not very loud ; this decrease may have been caused by the 
constantly impinging electric waves, rendering it less and less 
susceptible to the succeeding waves, or to the coherer needles 
moving the fraction of a millimetre, and producing too 
much or too little resistance. 

After a number of similar tests, the table was moved to 
another part of the laboratory, where a better light could be 
obtained; at this moment the induction coil and battery 
circuit was accidentally closed, and the disrupting discharge 
sent forth a flood of invisible electric waves. The assistant 
was administering more ether, bolding in his hand the paper 
cone containing the cotton, upon which the volatile fluid 
was poured, and forcing this over the nostrils, and to better 
accomplish the purpose, he held firmly the nape of the cat’s 
neck with his left hand. Не called our attention to the 
peculiar vibrations he felt at the base of the brain. "The 
doctor and myself made subsequent examinations, with the 
same startling results. There was a rhythmic vibration of 
the muscles, When the emitter was stopped, tbe vibrations 
ceased; when in operation, the vibrations were in evidence. 
The effect was similar to that produced by a Dn Bois Ray- 
mond apparatus, or tbe so-called **shocking coil," yet here 
the current was not broken by any mechanical means. One 
solution of the phenomenon was this: that the electric 


waves from the spark varied the resistance of the brain cells 
between the needle points, causing the current of electricity 
to vary between the limits of the maximum and minimum 
current strength, and these rapidly pulssting changes set up 
a reflex action in the muscles, just as a vibrator making and 
breaking the circuit would do, producing muscular contrac- 
tion and reflection, or * shock," as it is popularly termed. 

Note now, that if waves radiated by a 2 cm. spark 
would produce at a distance of 4 metres these resulte, what 
mighty effect would waves emitted by a flash of lightning 
at а distance of а mile have in a brain particularly suscep- 
tible to them ? The tests were continucd for an hour and 
15 minutes, when the cat's fast ebbing life reached the 
vanishing point. 

The tests proved that cohesion of the brain cells of mam- 
mals in life takes place under the action of electric waves, 

While it may be assumed that there would be no difference 
in the action of the brain of man and animal to electric 
radiation, yet to make the tests complete it was necessary to 
experiment on a human brain. ‘The difficulty in this is 
apparent, for a fresh brain must be employed; one prepared 
for the anatomist or having been treated with formalin or 
any preservative would not do, as the presence of extraneous 
chemicals would prevent any accurate knowledge being 
gained. 

On a certain afternoon a fresh human brain came into my 
possession, Prior to this, Dr. L. H. Prince, an eminent 
pathologist of Philadelphia, suggested that special efforts 
he exerted in making the tests, and a coherer was designed 
for accuracy, ease of adjustment, and convenience of opera- 
tion. Fig. 7 shows the details of construction ; the points, 
a a“, are of platinum and sre adjustable by means of the 
screws, ö ö; the legs of the coherer, с “, are of brass enclosed 
in glass tubing and sealed in at the junction where the 
platinum points formed right angles to them, this permitting 
the points to be sunk into the brain with only the surface 
of the ends in contact with it. Fig. 8 shows the 
apparatus used for measuring the resistance of the brain. 

The brain is composed of two kinds of tissue, called the 
grey and white matter. Throughout the brain are distri- 
buted minute particles of grey matter called ganglia. The 
source of nervous force or vital principle of life lay in the 
ganglia. The nerve tracta which form the circuit for con- 
dacting the mental and physical impulses are composed of 
the white matter. The principal portions of the brain are 


Fia 9.— LISTENING TO LiauvNING DISCHARGES. 


the medulla, the cerebrum, the cerebellam, and the pons 
Varoli. The resistance af the cross-section of the brain was 
measured, and found to be about 5,000 ohms, which, con- 
sidering its dimensions, was high. The coherer was then 
adjusted to various portions of the brain to determine the 
most sensitive of the waves. First, the coherer was ineerted 
into the grey matter of the cerebrum, and the result found 
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to coincide with the tests on the lower animals ; slicing a 
portion from the upper part of the cerebrum, the core of 
white matter was next tried, but the sound of cohesion was 
much less distinct than with the grey matter. The medulla 
was less susceptible than the grey matter of the cerebrum. 
The grey and white matter of the pons was equal in senei- 
bility to those portions of the cerebrum. 

The different layers of the cerebellum were tested succes- 
sively, but the rust-coloured granules were found to be the 
most sensitive to the electric waves. These tests required 
some dissection, but were made with the brain intact as far 
as possible. In the second series of tests I used an experi- 


mental coherer described in the Scientific American of 
After removing the carbon, I inserted. 


June 15th, 1901. 
into the glass tube cross sections of the grey and white 
matter. of the cerebrum, cerebellum, pons and medulla, 
as well as the rust-coloured granules, these taking the place 
of thesilver filings in the coherer. 
coloured granules proved the most sehsitive to the waves ; 
when examined under the microscope these granules consist 
of a nucleus of protoplasm. 
once more measure the resistivity of the brain ; but after 
adjusting: the needles and testing set, I was unable to 
balance the bridge arms ; there was & divergence of several 
thousand ohms without apparent cause. A peal of thunder 
awakened me to the real cause: an electrical storm was 
approaching, and the theory I sought to verify with a small 
spark-coil was here produced in reality. For a period of 20 
minutes the deflections of the galvanometer needle swung 
alternately to the + and then to the — end of the scale. 
When the storm was at its height I substituted a tele- 
phone receiver for the testing set, and an instant later 
lightning struck the cupola of a house a quarter of a mile 
away; three sounds, like the cooling of metal when 
immersed in water, lead me to believe the lightning had 
struck thrice, which I afterwards ascertained to be so. (Fig. 9.) 


It was a weird experience, but it proved that cohesion of the 


brain cells in man after death takes place under the action of 
electric waves. | 

Now, finally, a case came under my notice where a little 
girl residing in Germantown, near Philadelphia, was thrown 


into convulsions as an electrical storm approached, and when, - 


a few minutes later, lightning struck a house a quarter of a 
mile away, the child expired. The coroner returned the 
verdict that death resulted from shock and convulsions due 
to fright, but on the results of the foregoing experiments, 1 
am of the opinion that death was not due to fright, but that 
the electric waves acted on the brain first, and the fatal 
physiological effecta followed from cohesion of the brain 
cells. If the medulla was susceptible to the radiation to 
any appreciable extent, it was not difficult to understand 
how the physical expression took on the aspect of fear and 
how death could ensue, for in the medulla originate nerves 
controlling the facial muscles, and affecting directly the 
heart, lungs and stomuch. With the deductions in nervous 
diseases, the experiments here given, and this last citation, it. 
seems clear that rohesion of the brain cells in man in lie 
lakes place under the action of the electric waves. 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY CONVERSAZIONE. 


THERE was a large number of exhibits at the conversazione 
at Burlington House on the 14th inst., though none of 
them were of very striking novelty. However, it is too 
much to expect that every year will produce scientific 
discoveries of the first rank. We give as usual some account 
of those exhibits which appear to be of special interest to 
electrical engineers. | 7 

Two examples were shown of a new and very simple 
electricity meter, which isthe joint invention of Mr.W. M. 
Mordey and Mr. G. C. Fricker, and is suitable for use with 
either direct or alternate current. It may be described as a 
clock in which the hairspring of the balance wheel is replaced 
by a magnetic field, produced by the current to be measured 
acting upon a soft iron needle on the balance wheel. The rate 
of oscillation of the balance wheel is thus proportional to the 
current passing through the coil which produces the magnetic 


Here, again, tbe rust- 


In conclusion, I intended to . 


field, and the counter actuated by the clockwork shows the 
integral of the ampere-hours. The construction of the 
meter will be readily understood from the illustrations. 
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Fig. 1 shows the meter complete in its case. Fig. 2 is a 

front view with the cover removed. In fig. 3 one coil of the 

winding is removed to show the “armature.” Fig. 4 gives 

curves from tests with both direct and altcrnating current. 
— — 


Ета. 2. 


The illustrations are from photographs of a 10-light meter. 
The “armature” consists of a disc of slate on which a few 
pieces of iron wire or iron strip are fixed as іп а compass 
card. This disc is mounted on the balance-wheel shaft, and 
is surrounded by a fixed coil of wire conveying tle current 


acting on a galvanometer needle, i.., tending to bring the 
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to be metered. The iron carried by the disc is magnetised 
more or less strongly by the current, a directive 
action being exerted in an opposite sense to that 


iron needle to a central or axial position in the coil. The 


meter stops when no current is passing, and the disc comes 


to rest at one or other extreme of its arc of oscillation. 
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"The balance wheel shaft is carried on a footstep jewel, the 


pressure on which is relieved by a torsionless silk fibre 
suspension. 


The meter is for use on constant-pressure 
circuits, and the counter indicates kilowatt-hours or Board 
of Trade units. An important feature is that, with alternate 
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Dr. Muirhead exhibited a cable relay in E It 


was placed between two circuits of artificial cable, each 
representing about 1,250 miles of actual cable, with an 
automatic curb transmitter at the sending or signalling end 
of one circuit and a siphon recorder at the receiving end of 
the other circuit. 
made between a metallic arm, which is connected by fibres to 
the signal coil, and a vibrating body, whose metallic surface 
is divided by thin insulating partitions into three seetions 
to constitute the two terminals of a local line or retrans- 


In the cable relay the local contacts were 


mitting battery with a zero section between. The signals 


given by the siphon recorder were very distinct, and in every 


case came back to the zero line, 

Mr. Pidgeon showed his latest form of influence machine 
in operation, This machine is made to resist hard usage, 
and is suitable for military field work with the X-rays. 
The machine is of Ње type with oppositely rotating disca 
combined with fixed inductors, which has already been con- 
structed in various forms by Mr. Pidgeon. This latest 


machine is made more compact by placing all the rotating | 


discs as close together as is desirable, and leakage is greatly 
reduced by completely enclosing the carriers in the disce. 
which are made of a new insulating material—“ voleni 

The coating of wax and resin used in his previous machines 
is dispensed with. Except in the case of the terminal discs, 


contact is made with the carriers at the periphery of the 


disc. The discs are driven by toothed gearing. 


Prof. Fleming gave a demonstration of Zickler's system 
of wireless telegraphy by ultra-violet light.* The experi- 
ments exhibited showed the action of the ultra-violet light 
emitted from the edge of the coating of a Leyden jar upon 
the spark of the induction coil which charged it. The Jar 
was arranged between two spark gaps in parallel, one longer 


than the other, and both connected to the terminals of an 


induction coil. The jar being placed nearest to the shorter 
gap, the spark always took place at this gap, but when the 
ultra-violet light was cut off by interposing a plate of mica 
the spark immediately appeared at the other gap. This 
latter gap was then quenched by illuminating the shorter 
gap by a naked arc light. These effects, we believe, have 
been demonstrated at a distance of a mile from the source cf 
ultra-violet light. 

Mr. Mackenzie Davidson exhibited stereoscopic X-ruy 
transparencies in a Wheatstone stereoscope. In the photo- 
graph of a skull the thickness of the bone could be distinctly 
seen. There were also X-ray photographs of a bullet fired 
from a revolver. Mr. Mackenzie Davidson also gave 
demonstrations during the evening of the development in 
daylight of light impressions on Röntgenised photographic 
plates. He failed, however, to mention that the discovery 
of this remarkable phenomenon was due to Nipher.T 
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ALTERNATING CUREENT. 


Еб. 4.—TESTS oF MORDEY-FRICKER METER. 


currents, there is no *'frequency error," the constant being 
the same for all practicable frequencies. Considerable loss 
to supply authorities results from inaccurate records of very 
small and long-continued loads, but, as the curves, fig. 4, 
show, the Mordey-Fricker meter gives very accurate records 
with the smallest loads met with in practice, such as one 
5-C.P. or one 8-C.P. lamp. The clockwork requires to be 
wound up only once in three months, so that it can be con- 
veniently done by the meter inspector, and no self-winding 
gear is necessary. ‘The meter can also be adapted for use 
with motors. 


Dr. Dawson Turner showed that the ultra-violet radiation 
of a condenser spark between iron electrodes would dis- 
charge both negatively and positively charged bodies. 

Whipple's temperature indicator, exhibited by the Cam- 
bridge Scientific Instrument Company, i is intended for use 
with a platinum resistance thermometer. The bridge wire 
is wound on a cylinder in the form of a screw, and the 
sliding contact is moved until the resistance of the thermo- 


— ————————— 


* ELECTRICAL Review, March 31st, 1899, p. 515, 
| ELEC. REv., August 10th, 1900, p. 208. 
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meter is balanced. The temperature is read from a scale 
graduated to give the temperature on a gas scale, and not on 
the platinum scale, as in Callendar and Griffiths’s tempera- 
ture indicator. 

Prof. S. P. Thompson exhibited some rare editions of the 
works of Dr. William Gilbert, of Colchester, the founder of 
the Sciences of Electricity and Magnetism, among which 
were the first folio Latin edition of De Magnete, London, 
1600, the second Latin (quarto) edition of De Magnete, 
Stettin, 1628, and the third Latin (quarto) edition of De 
Magnete, Stettin, 1633. 

Mr. C. E. Stromeyer gave an experimental illustration of 
a peculiar cause of steam pipe explosions, which may be of 
some value in enabling engineers to avoid such disasters. 
The apparatus consisted of a glass | | tube, which represented 
а fend um pipe. The lower limb was closed by an 
india-rubber stopper representing the stop valve on an 
unused boiler. 'The upper limb was connected to a flask in 
which water was being boiled and represented the main pipe 
full of steam. The L_ pipe collected condensed water, which 
when drained away by the attendant led to water hammer 
blows and to explosions. 

Mr. Cossor exhibited a fine specimen of a Braun tube. 
This tube, as has been often pointed out in the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, is an invaluable means of indicating rapid varia- 
tions of current or of the magnetic field. The indicator 
being a pencil of cathode rays with practically no inertia, 
the response to changes of a magnetic field acting on the 
pencil of rays is instantaneous. 

Prof. Wilson showed the results of experiments on the 
distribution of electric currents induced in a solid iron 
cylinder when rotated in a magnetic field. By passing insu- 
lated conductors through longitudinal holes in the cylinder 
the change of magnetism at different depths in the cylinder 
was measured. Diagrams on the wall showed the effect of 
variation of the magnetising force. For a given speed of 
rotation, with small force, the centre of the cylinder expe- 
riences considerable change of induction as compared with 
the surface, accompanied by comparatively small phase dis- 

placement. For intermediate force, the change of induction 
at the centre becomes relatively very much smaller, accom- 
panied by a large phase displacement. For large mag- 
netising force, the change of induction st the centre is 
again important, and the phase displacement again small. 
'The effect of variation of speed of rotation was shown. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


SourH BHIELpS, SUNDERLAND AND Districr Tramway BILL. 


A BzLECT Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by the 
Duke of Northumberland, on 7th, 8th and 9th inst., had under con- 
sideration the South Shields, Sunderland and District Tramway 
Bill Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., Mr. Freeman, K.C., Mr. E. H. 
Lloyd, and Mr. C. C. Hutchinson appeared for the promoters, and 
there were & number of petitioners against the Bill, including the 
South Shields Corporation, who were represented by Mr. L. 
Coward, K.C., and Mr. Hans Hamilton. - 

Mr. Browns, in opening the case for the promoters, said the Bill 
authorised the British Electric Traction Company to construct 
tramways between South Shields and Sunderland. The proposed 
lines would start in the northern part of South Shields, and would 
pass through Harton to Whitburn. There a branch line would go 
to the south of Sunderland and the main line would also go on to 
Sunderland. In either case the lines would join the authorised 
tramways of the Sunderland Corporation. The proposed lines were 
8 miles 1 furlong in length, would be constructed on a 4 ft. 84 in. 
gauge, and would be worked on the electric overhead trolley 
system. Of all the local authorities affected, only South Shields 
opposed. The first idea was to deal with the tramways as a light 
railway scheme, but the Light Railway Commissioners thought ihe 
scheme во important that it should receive the sanction of Parlia- 
ment. With regard to South Shields, that body seven years ago 
obtained power to construct tramways on a 3 ft. 6 in. gauge, but 
nothing had been done, and consequently the promoters asked for 
authority to construct a line over Westoe Lane, which was in the 
centre of South Shields, and was a road over which the Corpora- 
tion were authorised to construct a tramway In 1901 the Corpora- 
tion proposed to introduce a Bill giving them power to use the 4 ft. 
8) in. gauge, and asking for powers to work the tramways them- 
selves, but this the ratepayers refused to sanction, and conse- 
quently the Corporation had now no power to work tramways 
themselves. 

Mr. Courson, the clerk to the Rural District Council of So.th 
Shields, stated that in 1900 the Council were approached by two 


companies who wished to construct tramways in the district, Fand 
they decided to support the British Electric Traction Company in 
their application before the Light Railway Commissioners. As the 
Commissioners considered that there would be competition with a 
railway they decided that the scheme ought to have the approval 
of Parliament. Witness proceeded to deal with the benefits which 
would accrue to the district from the construction of the tramways, 
and mentioned that the Council, by an arrangement with the com- 
pany, could obtain current for electric lighting. He believed an 
agreement had been come to by which there would be a junction 
with the Sunderland tramways. Similar evidence was given by 
other representatives of local authorities in the district concerned. 

Several witnesses were called representing the South Shields Pro- 
perty Owners’ and Ratepayers’ Association, which Association 
strongly objected to municipal trading, and therefore objected to 
the South Shields Corporation going in for tramways. 

On the resumption of the sitting, Alderman Бернвар, of South 
Shields, said they wanted tramways as cheaply and as quickly as 
possible, and he considered the company was more likely to give 
them that than the Corporation. Other evidence of a similar 
character was given. 

Mr. STEPHEN SELLON, engineer to the British Electric Tractión 
Company, said the total length of the main line of the proposed 
tramway was 5 miles 2 furlongs, and the spur line from Cleadon 
vid Whitburn and Fulwell was 2 miles 6 furlongs in length. The 
Parliamentary estimate was £98,800. In his judgment that was 
amply sufficient. The gauge would be 4 ft. 84 in. It was intended 
to work the tramways on the system which had been so successful all 
over the country—viz., the overhead electrical system. In preparing 
the scheme, whilst taking care to serve the needs of South Shields, 
they had paid particular attention to providing intercommunication 
with the adjoining districts. The North-Eastern Railway Company 
had alleged that the tramways would take from them traffic of th 
annual value of £25,000. He had taken some trouble to ascertain 
what would be the traffic affected by the tramway. The traffic for 
one week—April 2nd to 8th—this year from South Shields and 
Sunderland and intermediate stations was found to be £242. He 
knew instances where tramways ran abeolutely parallel to the 
railway lines, but in spite of that, Parliament sanctioned them. 
In cross-examination by Mr. Cowagp, WrrNESS said he knew of a 
case where a company had got powers without the consent of the 
Corporation. 

. CowARD addressed the Committee on behalf of the South 
Bhields Corporation, and said that in 1882 the Corporation con- 
structed some tramways, but, unfortunately, such was the narrow- 
ness of the streets, that those tramways had to be constructed on a 
gauge of only 3 ft.6 in. Therefore, what happened under this or 
any other Bill was that, unless and until an alteration of gauge had 
been effected, it would be difficult to get a continuous system of 
tramways. The lease of the existing tramways granted to the 
South Shields Tramway Company expires on February 1st, 1906. 
In 1896 the Corporation went to Parliament for powers to construct 
other lines, and then again it was deemed desirable that they 
should be constructed on a gauge of 3 ft.6 in. The period for their 
completion expires in July, 1903. The Corporation had to apply 
to Parliament for compulsory powers to take land, which they 
thought they had got. That afforded some explanation of any 
suggestion of delay. The Cerporation were desirous of construct- 
ing their trams, and being in a position to work them. 

Evidence have been called in support of the South Shields case, 
the Committee, after consulting in private, announced that they 
had found the preamble not proved. 


Lorp RinBLESDALE'S TUBE COMMITTEE. 


On resuming on 9th inst., this Committee proceeded with the con- 


sideration of the City and Crystal Palace Railway Bill. 

Mr. S. SELLON, the engineer and electrical adviser to the British 
Electric Traction Company, stated that his company would be 
willing to give substantial assistance towards the carrying out of 
the undertaking; and Mr. F. ScuEnckx, on behalf of the Crystal 
Palace Company, said he would be prepared to find capital to the 
extent of £1,000,000 if the Bill passed. He considered it would be 
a very great advantage to the Palace to have the proposed railway 
constructed. 

After deliberating for a shortitime, the CHAIRMAN said the Com- 
mittee had decided that the preamble of the Bill must be rejected, 
and therefore there was nothing to be gained by proceeding further 
with the case. | 

Mr. Moon, K.C., then opened the case on behalf of the promoters 
of the Great Northern aud City Railway. He said the Bill simply 
sought for powers to enable an extension to be made of a line which 
was rapidly approaching completion. The line commenced under- 
neath the station of the Great Northern Railway at Finsbury Park, 
and ran down to the City as far as Finsbury Pavement. There 
would be &n interchange station with the Great Northern Railway 
at Finsbury Park, and it was hoped that the line would be opened 
in the course of & year. Under the present Bill the company 
wished to obtain powers to continue the railway on from Finsbury 
Pavement to the Bank. They aleo wished to erect a generating 
station at Shoreditch, to construct a station for passengers at High- 
bury and to enlarge the station at Finsbury Pavement. All those 
works were necessary for the better working of the railway, and the 
n to the Bank would bea great convenience to the travelling 
public. 

The chairman of the company, Sir Charles Scotter, and Bir Henry 
Oakley, a director of the Great Northern Railway, having given 
evidence in favour of the Bill, local evidence was tendered оу Mr. ` 
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G. C. T. Bartley, M.P., and Mr. Claude Hay, M.P., to the effect 
that the proposed extension would be a great boon to the public. 
The Committee then adjourned. 


On the Committee resumirg on 12th inat., two members were 
absent through indievosition—T.ord Clanwilliam and Lord Aberdare. 
Some discussion took nlace between the various counsel interested, 
and it was agreed by the parties to accept the decision of the four 
remaining members, and the consideration of the Great Northern 
and City Bill was continued. 

Sir Doveras Fox explained that, as regarded tunnel work, 
the line wonld not approach nearer fo the Bank of England 
than the southern end of Moorgate Street. There would be a sub- 
way for passengers comine up to the railings of the Bank, but the 
nearest sbaft wonld be 30 ft. away. Five shafts would be con- 
structed between the corner of the Bank and the end of Mooreate 
Street for the purpose of getting lifts down into the tunnel. With 
the shield process of driving there was practically no risk to build- 
inga during fhe construction of the line. 

Mr. Ram, K.C.,for the Rank of England, addressed the Committee, 
and very strongly nrged the necessity of giving the Bank the pro- 
tection of the Bank of England clause if the Bill was allowed to 
proceed. He pointed out that the model clause suggested by the 
promoters only gave protection for a period of two years, whereas 
the Bank of England clause gave protection for all time. 

The OHAInMAN said that, having regard to what the Bank of 
England meant to the City of London, and to the credit of the 
world, he thought it likelv the Committee would impose a special 
clause for its protection. He could promise that the question would 
have full consideration when the proper time came. As to the 
model clause which had been referred to, it was not his intention 
that the appeal to a special tribunal should extend to those who 
had their right under the Land and Clauses Act. The clause to be 
submitted by the promoters might prove n basis of agreement. 

Mr. Moon, K.C., on behalf of the promoters, said they were 
willing to consent to a clause giving protection for a term of two 
years, but if, as a result of the deliberations of Lord Windsor’s 
Committee, a longer period should be agreed upon, then he would 
promise that the Bill should be so amended before it reached the 
other House. 

Mr. LrrrrxnR, K.C., having addressed the Committee on bebalf of 
the Corporation of the City, who, he said, viewed the project with 
suspicion on the ground that the promoters had some ulterior 
motive, Mr. А. C. Morton, C.C., a member of the Streets Com- 
mittee of the Corporation. gave evidence in opposition to the Bill. 

After deliberation, the CHAIRMAN announced that the Committee 
considered the preamble of the Bill proved, and intimated that 
they would require a special clause to be inserted for the protection 
ot property owners; and also a special clause for the Bank of 
England. Before deciding upon the exact clause, be would con- 
sult with Lord Windsor and the Chairman of Committees. 

Mr. BAGdALT AV. K.C.. then briefly opened the case of the North 
West London Railway Bill. He explained that the only object of 
the Bill was to obtain an extension of time for three years for the 
construction of a tube line, which was authorised in 1899, from 
Marble Arch to Cricklewood under the Edgware Road. Power was 
also asked to enable the tubes to be constructed 13 ft. in diameter, 
as against 12 ft. 6 in. as originally proposed. 

After hearing evidence in favour of the Bill, the Commiltee 
declared the preamble proved. The Committee adjourned. 


The Committee, on resuming its sitting on 13th inst., considered 
a number of clauses proposed by Mr. Talbot for the L.C.C. for 
insertion in the North-West London Railway Bill, and provision was 
asked to be inserted for reducing the workmen’s fares to 14. single 
and 2d. return, and slightly extending the time within which the 
workmen's tickets would be available. 

Mr. BaAcGarLay, K.C., raised objection to the clause, stating that 
the matter baving been threshed out in 1899 it was not necessary to 
alter the decision then arrived at. The amendment was rejccted. 

Mr. Batrour Browne, K.C., then gave evidence on behalf of 
the Great Northern and Strand Bill, which he said was for extending 
the time for authorised construction of a tube railway from Finsbury 
Park to the Strand. The preamble was declared proved. 

The clauses of the Great Northern and City Railway Bill were 
next considered. The CiarRMAN said the Committee thought tat 
what was known as the Bank of England clause should be inserted 
with a distinct understanding that it was for the protection of the 
Bank of England as a special building. 

Mr. Moony, K.C., put before the Committee the terms of a clause 
the promoters were willing to insert in the Bill for the protection of 
persons whose property might be damaged by the working of the 
tube railway. It provided that if before the expiration of two 
years from the opening of the railway any damage should be 
incurred to property, the owner would have the right of com- 
pensation, in addition to any remedy given under the existing law. 

The CHaIRMAN submitted a clause which he thought was 
a model one that he should like inserted in all tube railway 
Bills. It provided that, if at any time within two years after the 
opening of the railway an owner or lessce of land or buildings 
complained of damaye or annoyance from the working of the line 
for which he could not lay claim under the Land Clauses Act, that 
such complaint should be placed before an arbitrator appointed by the 
Board of Trade. If necessary, the arbitrator could be assisted by 
two engineers, and have power to award compensation. 

The Committee, nfter consultation, agreed to let the matter 
respecting the clause stand over till after Whitsuntide, and after 
consultation with Lord Windsor's Committee. The Committee 
adjourned. 
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The Committee finished the consideration of the various Rills 
before them at their meeting on Wednesday of last week. Dis- 
cussing the clauses of the Great Northern and Strand Railway, on 
the suegestion of the Loudon County Council, clauses were inserted 
providing for the sale of workmen’s tickets in batches to employers, 
and prohibiting апу increase of fares on public holidays. 

Mr. Padw. K.C., briefly submitted the Bill of the Baker Street and 
Waterloo Railway to the Committee. He pointed out tbat it was 
simply to obtain ап extension of time for the purchase of Jand and 
construction of works. The line was authorised in 1893. and in 
1897 arrangements were made with the London and Globe Finance 
Company to finance the line, and in 1900 a second agreement was 
made with the company to carry ont an anthorised extension. The 
work was begun after the agreement of 1897, but tbe failure of the 
London and Globe Company last year had placed them in 
difficulties, and therefore they asked the Committee to grant an 
extension of time. . 

Mr. Perks, M.P., stated that 60 per cent. of the tannelling 
bad been completed, and the stations were completed, or in course 
of construction. The District Company would submit a revised 
scale of fares next vear and ask Parliamentary sanction for them. 

The preamble of the Bill waa declared proved and the clauses 
were adjusted ; subject to the insertion of a model clause which is 
to be inserted for the protection of property owners against injury. 
and which clause is to be drawn up in consultation with Lord 
Windsor’s Committee. 


LONDON County CouNcIL TRAMWAYS. 


Mr. Hosgousk’s Select Committee of the House of Commons re- 
sumed consideration of the L.C.C. Bill on 9th inst., when various 
local witnesses were called in favour of the new tramways proposed 
under the Bill. 

On proceeding to hear the opposition, some discussion arose 
between counsel and the Committee as to whether they would be 
justified in entering upon the general case, in dealing with the 
petitions of frontagers on the Victoria Embankment. The CHArR- 
MAN said the Committee could not allow counsel to enter into the 
general case—they must confine their objections to specific matters 
where they alleged they would be injuriously affected by a tramwa y 

Lord R. CEcir, K.C., said that under those circumstances he must 
respectfully retire from the Committee, as he wished to enter upon 
the general case. 

Evidence was then tendered on behalf of the District Railway 
Company in opposition to the Embankment tramways. 

Mr. J. W. WRTrrau, accountant to the District Railway, said he 
was confident that the tramways would not get enough traffic to 
make them remunerative. 

Major Isaacs, the deputy chairman of the District Railway, said 
that in his opinion an electric tramway along the Thames Embank- 
ment would spoil what had hitherto been one of London's finest 
thoroughfares. It would be wholly out of harmony with the sur- 
roundings, and would impede the quick traffic which now used the 
Embankment to get from the City to the West End or vice versd. 
His company had had great difficulties to contend against, and he 
thought they ought to be protected from this sort of competition. 
With the introduction of electricity on their railway the turn of the 
tide seemed approaching, and he had little or no doubt that the 
company had a prosperous future before it. It would be manifestly 
unfair to the original shareholders that just when they were hoping 
for areturn on their capital it should be prevented by this tram- 
way competition. It was a matter of common knowledge that the 
Central London Railway had very prejudicially affected the com- 
pany's earnings. As а matter of fact, their revenue had fallen by 
£15,000 a week from what it was a few years ago, and the board 
attributed the falling away of the traffic to the tube railways on the 
northern side, and the tramway on the western side of their system. 
The Committee then adjourned. 


On 13th inst. the hearing of the Bill was continued, and Mr. 
ERSKINE POLLOck having replied for the County Council, the Com- 
mittee conferred in private. 

On the proceedings being resumed, the CHAIRMAN announced that 
the Committee had unanimously come to the conclusion to recom- 
mend tbat the tramway be authorised on the Thames Embankment 
from Westminster to Waterloo Bridge, so that it could form a junc- 
tion with the line authorised by the L.C.C. Subways and Tramways 
Bill, but there would be а clause for the protection of the District 
Railway. 

Mr. Cowanp, K.C., afterwards addressed the Committee in oppo- 
sition to the proposed tramway from Camberwell Green to East 
Dulwich and Lordship Lane, and & number of frontagers gave 
evidence as to the probable damage which would be caused to pro- 
perty. The Committee again adjourned. 


On Wednesday last week the hearing was resumed, and Mr. J. 
HETHERINGTON, J.P., giving evidence on behalf of the Camberwell 
Council, contended that the proposed tramway between Camber- 
well and Dulwich was unnecessary, as a good train service was 
supplied by the two railway companics, besides facilities given 
from Camberwell Green by other tra ncars and ’buses. If heavy 
electric cars were to constantly run along the embankment at 
Champion Park, he feared it would give way. 

Mr. CLopg appeared on behalf of the S. E. & C. Railway, and said 
that it had been ascertained since the Bill had been deposited, that 
the proposal was not for the construction of a line of about 24 miles, 
that would not compete with tbe railway, but a portion of a 
scheme to run а line to the Crystal Palace. 


nel 
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The Committee having consulted in private, the CHAIRMAN 
announced that they had decided to approve of the tramway 
proposals. A clause would be required in the Bill in order that a 
more convenient terminus might be provided for the Putney line in 
the lower Richmond Road. : 

The Committee then considered the proposal of the L. C. C. to 
widen the Hampstead Road at the junction with Tottenham Court 
Road. 


On Thursday last week the Committee considered the clauses 
for the protection of the District Railway, which provided 
that the construction of the line along the Embankment 
should be carried out with as little interference as possible 
to the railway, and upon plans and sections to be submitted 
within 21 days’ notice to the engineer of the company and 


approved by him. In the event of injury to the railway structure ' 


by the tramway,.the railway could recover the cost of repairs from 
the Council, or in default of agreement between the parties, the 
cost to be settled by arbitration; and if in the opinion of the 
yailway company any strengthening of the structure of their line 
was necessary, 28 days’ notice must be given. 

The CHaIRMAN said the Committee had come to the con- 
clusion that the tramway should not be constructed on the over- 
head system. An enactment to that effect was necessary, and 
would perhaps apply to all the tramways. | 

Mr. ERSKIN E PoLLock, K.C., pointed out that under the Electric 
Powers Act it was to be the conduit system unless the local 
authority assented to the overhead system. He admitted that the 
Embankment was an exceptional case, for there the Council was 
the road authority. 

The Committee finally decided that the prohibition of overhcad 
wires should include the lines along the Embankment and at 
Denmark Hill and Putney. The Billas amended was then ordered 
to be reported to the House. 


NORTH METROPOLITAN ELECTRIO PowWER SUPPLT BILL. 


Mr. Fison has reported from the Committee on Group J of Private 
Bills: That in the case of the North Metropolitan Electric Power 
Supply Bill they bad agreed to the following report :—“ That a 
report from the Local Government Board relative to Clauses 6 and 
10 of the Bill bad been referred to and considered by the Com- 
mittee. The Committee had struck out Clause 6 of the Bill, and 
with regard to Clause 10 the recommendation contained in the 
report had been adopted. That there are no other circumstances of 
which, in the opinion of the Committee, it is desirable that the 
House should be informed." 

Mr. Fison further reported from the Committee: “That they had 
examined the allegations contained in the preamble of the Bill, and 
amended the same by striking out so much thereof as related to the 
proposed extension of the company's limits of supply to include the 
urban district of Willesden, and had otherwise amended the same 
so as to make it consistent with the provisions of the Bill as passed 
hy the Committee, and found the same as amended to be true, and 
had gone through the Bill and made amendments thereunto.” 


Lorp Wrnpsor's TUBE COMMITTEE. 


At the resumed sitting of this Committee on Tuesday, 6th inst., 
Sir Henry OAKLEY was recalled, and in cross-examination said that 
his board was advised that there would be no difficulty in raising 
the capital required for the extensions at par. He did not think 
that the capital could be separated from the old capital. The esti- 
mated expenditure on the extensions was £4,151,000. The works 
and lands would absorb nearly £3,000,000, and another £900,000 
would be required for the construction of lifts and rolling stock. 
The cost of construction came out at £470,000 a mile, compared 
with £579,000 for the existing line, but the difference was hecounted 
for by the fact that the construction could be looked after more 
closely and more was known about it. The proposed line, it was 
true, was nowhere more than 6 furlongs distant from the existing 
line, but even in spite of the “tube,” the traffic along Piccadilly 
was much greater than by the Oxford Street route. The figures for 
the Oxford Street route were: at Marble Arch, 10,974 vehicles and 
21,080 pedestrians in a day of 12 hours from 8am. to 8 p.m. ; at 
Oxford Circus the figures were 12,331 and 54,100; and at Holborn 
Bars 14,301 and 59,455. On the Piccadilly route the figures were, 
at Knightsbridge 18,874 and 37,036 ; at Piccadilly Circus 12,501 and 
52,930; and in the Strand 11,927 and 56,927. That proved the 
larger stream ‘of traffic by the more southern route. The scheme 
proposed by the company had been carefully planned to avoid con- 
gestion in the City, and was so far successful as to obtain the 
approval of the Corporation. 

Bir BENjAMIN BAKER, engincer to the railway, said he had also 
been engineer to the pioneer tube line, the City and South London 
Railway. The idea was purely a British one, and had been carried 
into effect by British capital, and it had only been when the shares 
went to & premium, and the capabilities of the system were proved, 
that the Americans sought to come in. Witness here proceeded to 
give & description of the new extension, and the facilities afforded 
by its interchanges at the various points with other railways. 

Cross-examined, WITNESS said the construction of the new line 
in the City would be in clay; asa rulethe subsidences had occurred 
along old water courses, and they were mostly due, not to the tubes, 
but to the shafts and subways at the stations. Asto the Bank of 
England, ite clause in the original Central London Act could be 
given to it again by this Bill, but he thought the promoters would 


rather have it put on them by the Committee, than grant it 
of their own accord. There was no special reason for giving the 
Bank of England clause to Bt. George's Hospital, which would of 
necessity apply to every house in Prince's Gate. 'The Albert Hall, 
however, being a special building, would require special treatment. 
The tubes might pass within 16 ft. of it, within the limits of 
deviation, but with respect to giving it the Bank of England clause, 
he was in the same position as that he had stated with regard to the 
Bank of England itself. The Committee adjourned. 


On Wednesday, 7th inst., the consideration of the proposals for 
the extension of the Central London Railway, and other schemes 
involving the construction of tubes along Piccadilly, was resumed. 

Sir B. BAKER was recalled and, further cross-examined, stated 
tbatin the original prospectus of the company it was stated that 
theline was to be worked as a local line, and would seek no 
extension. 

The CHAIRMAN, having consulted with the members of the Com- 
mittee, said: Before you go on, it would be convenient that the 
Committee should state that having been considering in conjunc- 
tion with Lord Ribblesdale’s Committee and the Chairman of the 
Committees the question of a compensation clause, they have arrived 
at this conclusion, that they are inclined to consider the advisability 
of inserting a general clause giving a limited period, possibly two 
years after the opening of the railways, during which all questions 
of damage arising from construction or working should be referred to 
a special tribunal or to an arbitrator. If the promoters agree to 
such a clause, the proceedings may be materially shortened, but 
the Committee reserves to itself the right of imposing on the pro- 
moters such special clauses as in their opinion may be necessary for 
the protection of particular buildings. I would point out that the 
Committee leave the actual terms of such a clause open, they say 
possibly two years, but that is a question on which naturally some- 
thing might be said. The Committee have not in their minds any 
intention of referring these matters toa court of law, but they sug- 
gest a special tribunal or arbitrator. Lastly, I would suggest that 
counsel should consider this, and if they car bring up а clause on 
which promoters and opponents can agree, we shall be glad to con- 
sider it. 

Mr. PEMBER, K.C., thought hat would not be difficult; once the 
principle was agreed upon, the agents could draw the clause. He 
did not sce why some special clause of the kind should not also be 
agraed upon for special buildings, and then the only question would 
be, which special buildings should be scheduled. 

Viscount KNUTSFORD said if this could be done it would clearly 
shorten the proceedings, because then there would be no necessity 
to hear the evidence of owners of property. 

Replying to the CHAIRMAN, Bir B. BAKER gave it as his opinion 
that it would be detrimental to make it a sort of standing order 
that tubes must be 134 ft. in diameter, because he thought it would 
prevent the construction of certain railways altogether. But, putting 
aside entirely the question of expense, he did not believe any mate- 
rial advantage would be obtained by having the larger-sized tubes 
either on the score of public safety or on that of convenience of 
working. 

Mr. PaRSHALL, electrical adviser to the railway, said there had 
been no electrical failure on the line since it started. Plans had 
recently been approved by the Board of Trade for new rolling stock 


` which was fireproof, and had a motor to the front and end cars, thus 


doing away with the locomotives, which were the great cause of 
vibration. The new expenditure on the power house would be 
£83,000 ; on steam plant, £115,000; on electrical generation and dis- 
tribution, £150,000; on passenger stations and 60 lifts, £187,500; 
and on 28 new trains, £258,000. 16 was proposed to enlarge the 
generating station at Shepherd’s Bush to enable them to run a 
minute and a half service with a good margin. The total estimate 
for electrical equipment and rolling stock was £798,000. It was 
roposed to run at а speed of 16 miles an hour. The trains would 
ave a motor car at each end and two such cars in the centre. 

Mr. VIGERS, surveyor and valuer, said he had made an estimate 
for the land and easements required for the extension of the 
Central London Railway, aud it was £873,000. Two principal cases 
of subsidence had occurred on the existiug line at Bond Street and 
Lancaster Gate, and they were attributed to the station shafts. He 
believed the tubes were in the clay. 

Mr. F. Harrison, general manager of the London & North-Western 
Railway, Mr. C. G. Mott, chairman, and Mr. Jenkins, general 
manager of the City & South London Railway, Mr. Gooday, general 
manager of the Great Eastern Railway, and Mr. Vincent Hill, general 
manager of the S.E. & C. Railways, also gave evidence in favour of 
the scheme, which concluded the case for the promoters. 

The opposition of the Great Eastern Railway to the projected 
North-East London, and the City & North-East Suburban Railways 
was then proceeded with, when 

Lord CLAUD HaMirTON, chairman of the G.E.R., said that, in 
order to meet thc increased traftic to and from the suburban districts 
served by that railway, they had extended and improved their 
service. Ncw carriages had been built with larger seating 
capacity, and that measure had to a large extent met the demands 
of the traffic, especially in respect of the grievance of over- 
crowding. When all the carriages bad been widened, they would 
be able to carry 76,000 more passenvers daily into London than they 
did at present. They were also building new engines to draw from 
17 to 20 coaches at a higher speed than was run now. Con- 
sideration was also being given to the question of electrifying their 
local lines. Cross-examined, the witness said that at a meeting of 
the company in 1899 he stated tbat the directors were painfully 
aware that the suburban traflic had grown so quickly that they had 
been unable to overtake it, and that they could not increase the 
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number of trains during the busy part of the day. The Committee 
adjourned. 


On 9th inst. this Committee again sat to further consider the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway Bill. 

Colonel Үовке, chief inspector of railways under the Board of 
Trade, in again giving evidence, said it had been suggested that the 
companies should be compelled to deposit with the Board of Trade 
ог with some other public authority plans showing exactly the line 
along which the railway had been constructed, and that the plans 
should be open for inspection in order that the property owners and 
others interested could bave an opportunity ot ascertaining where 
the line was situated. No statutory obligations were placed on the 
railway companies to deposit plans with the Board of Trade, though 
certain plans were deposited under an arrangement between the 
engineers of the company and the Department. It was therefore 
suggested by the Department that there should be some such clause 
as was contained in the Waterworks Clauses Act and the Gas Olauses 
Act, inserted in these Bills, providing that plans should be kept at the 
office of the undertakers, and should be open to all persons interested 
at all times. 

Mr. Ремвев, K.C., on behalf of St. George's Hospital and also the 
L.C.C., said he would agree to that suggestion. 

Replying to the CHA1RMAN, Colonel Үовке said the attention of 
the Board of Trade had been drawn to the fact that on the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus line there was a curve of 34 chains’ 
radius. He regarded such a sharp curve with considerable mis- 
giving, and felt it his duty to take exception to it. Even though 
the radius were altered to four and a half chains he should think 
it obligatory upon the Board of Trade to puta restriction on the 
speed of the train when passing the curve, which would probably 
have an effect upon the train service running over the whole of the 
circuit. The tendency of the motor man, he thought, would be to 
approach the curve at a higher rate of speed than was desired. He 
thought a five-chain curve was the smallest curve that was advisable, 
and if а three-and-a-half-chain curve was authorised, it should be in- 
cumbent to advise the Board of Trade to limit the speed of the trains 
to 12 miles an hour, and with a curve of four and a half chains to 
13 or 14 miles an hour. In the case of the reverse curves there 
should be a length of straight line interposed between the two. 
With respect to the dimensions of the tube, the Board of Trade 
would insist on the larger tunnels only in those lines which were 
now taking Parliamentary powers for the first time. They were 
desirous not to put any additional burdens on the companies which 
had already received Parliamentary powers for the construction of 
railways, but they desired to see that the relative proportions of the 
rolling stock and the tube were such as to give a sufficient clearance. 
He thought that was а matter which could be discussed under the 
clause submitted by him on the first day. He believed a maximum 
sized tube might be fixed up to which the companies might work, 
and beyond which they might not go. 

Cross-examined, Wrrx ESS said the shape of the tunnel could be 
left to the Board of Trade. Hitherto it had been assumed that 
tubes must be invariably circular in section, but it had occurred to 
him that there would be conveniences and advantages if they were 
constructed similarly to those of ordinary railway tunnels. There 
was nothing in the Bills to render it absolutely obligatory on the 
companies to make a circular tube. He was not prepared to state how 
close together the tubes should be constructed. 

Mr. LITTLER, K.C., said the company were prepared to place them- 
selves unreservedly in the hands of the Board of Trade as to the con- 
struction and method of working of the line. 

Mr. J. F. Goopay, general manager of the Great Eastern Rail- 
way, then gave evidence in opposition to the proposed North-East 
London and City and North-East Suburban Railways.  Cross- 
examined by Mr. Ремвев, K. C., Witness said he thought the 
proposals for these lines were quite impracticable financially, for 
even if the prometers of the line took away half of the existing 
local traffic of the Great Eastern Railway, they would only be 
enabled to pay 34 per cent. on the debenture stock, and nothing on 
the ordinary stock. The construction of the lines he estimated 
would take a net sum of £73,000 from the Great Eastern Company. 

Mr. Овіхглхо, the traffic manager of the Great Northern Railway, 
also gave evidence against the construction of the lines. He con- 
tended that the service of the Great Northern Railway supplemented 
with the arrangements entered into with the Great Northern and 
Strand Railway and Great Northern and City Railway, would be 
sufficient to meet the demands of the inhabitants of the districts 
north and north-east. The North-East Railway would require a 
gross revenue of £4C0,000 a year to enable the company to pay 4 
per cent. on the proposed capital of £4,500,000, which would mean 
that 70,000,000 passengers would have to pass over the line every 
year, or a traffic of 215,000 passengers per day. The line, which 
was 11 miles in length, it was estimated by the promoters, would 
carry more than double the whole of the traffic on the Great 
Northern line, 30 miles long. He could not see how the id. fare 
scheme of Mr. Robinson’s would be profitable, for the proposed line 
would have to face the competition of the North London, Great 
Eastern and Great Northern Railways, and the tramways and light 
railways of the Middlesex County Council. The Committee 
adjourned. 


On the Committee resuming its sitting on 12th inst, further 
consideration was given to the opposition raised in connection with 
the projected North-East London and City & North-East Suburban 
Railways. 

Mr. Donn, the general manager of the North London Railway, said 
that by the interchanges it was proposed to make between the Nortb 
London Railwar and the lines wbich had been authorised this session, 


and in previous years, the traffic from the north to the west and east 
would be amply served. The number of passengers carried over the 
whole of the North London line during the year was 47,000,000, 


which was about 128,000 per day, or an average of 160 per train. 


The entire receipts from passenger traffic on the North London Rail- 
way for 1901 amounted to £312,864. He contended that the North- 
East London Railway would have to earn, in order to pay 4 per 
cent. on its capital, a sum of £432,713 per annum, which would 
necessitate the carrying of 151,334 passengers per day, involving the 
running of 631 trains with 240 gers in each train—a number 
which he considered it would be impossible to obtain. 

In cross-examination, WirNESS said the North-East London line 
would have the advantage of taking people further into the City. 

Mr. PEMBEB, K.C., then opened the case for the District Railway 
and Great Eastern Railway in opposition to the rival schemes. 
What he wished to put before the Committee was, were not the exist- 
ing lines of the District Railway, plus ita authorised deep level line, 
plus the authorised Brompton & Piccadilly line, plus the 
extensions of that line to Charing Cross to Holborn, plus the Great 
Eastern and other lines serving the east and north-east of London, 
capable of doing all, or very nearly all, which the proposed rival 
lines would do? Even if the scheme had slight deficiences in some 
respect, he believed they were overbalanced by advantages over the 
others. The only flaw in the scheme, as compared with the United 
Electric Railways, was that between Hammersmith and Knighte- 
bridge, the United Electric had the chord of the arc, but the gain 
to the passenger in point of time would not for a moment justify 
the vast expenditure of £7,000,000 involved in the construction of a 
new railway from Hammersmith to the City. 

Lord R. Cec, K.C., on behalf of Mr. Walker, of Southgate, also 
addressed the Committee in opposition to that part of the North- 
East London line which ran Кош Palmer’s Green to Chase Side, 
Southgate. He said that portion of the line would do considerable 
injury to private interests, and there was no necessity from a public 
point of view for ite construction. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Committee were agreed that they did not 
require to go further into the opposition of that portion of the line, 
because on the promoters’ own case they did not think the preamble 
on that portion of the Bill had been proved. 

Sir ALEX. Вгинтю was then called by Mr. Frere on behalf of the 
Tallow Chandlers’ Hall. He submitted that he arrived at the con- 
clusion, owing to the age of the Tallow Chandlers’ Hall, now some 
150 years old, that there would be considerable risk if the proposed 
line was constructed. 

The Committee consulted together, after which the CHAIRMAN 
said they were agreed that that portion of the preamble of the 
City and North-Eastern Suburban Railway Bill which related to the 
part of the line running from Whitechapel to the Mansion House, 
under the District Railway, had not been proved. The Committee 
wished to know the next morning whether the northern portions of 
the proposed line would now be proceeded with. | 

Mr. Pace, K.C., intimated that the promoters would consider the 
matter, and he would inform their Lordships the following morning 
what course they intended to pursue. The Committee ad- 
journed. 


The Select Committee, presided over by Lord Windsor, met 
again on 13th inst. The C HARMAN, at the commencement of the 
proceedings, said the Committee had not considered it necessary to 
call for any opposition to the Bill of the Charing Croes Ham- 
mersmith and District Electric Railway Company, as the preamble 
was not considered proved. 

Mr. Paar, K.C., on behalf of the City and North-East Suburban 
Railway, said he had considered the declaration of the Committee 
that the preamble of the Bill was not proved as far as it related to 
the construction of the line from Whitecbapel to the Mansion 
House. The promoters had, however, determined to proceed with 
the rest of the scheme and construct a line between Whitechapel 
and Walthamstow, and they had every hope tbat further powers 
would be given them next session to construct a railway which 
would bring them right into the City from Whitecha»el. 

Mr. BALFOUR Browne, K.C., for the Piccadilly and City Railway 
Company, reminded the Committee that the relations between the 
Piccadilly and City Company and the City and North-East 
Suburban Company were во close that they bad promised to find 
two-thirds of the capital of the line to Chingford, and that now, 
truncated as it bad become by their lordships’ decision, they no 
longer regarded the line as part of their scheme. 

Mr. LirTLER said that made the position still worse, for the 
scheme had now no financial backing. 

Mr. Pace said with respect to finance, it was obvious that their 
position had been changed very much by the decision of the Com- 
mittee and Mr. Balfour Browne's statement. He asked the Com- 
mittee to defer their decision on the matter of finance till the 
next day. 

Objection was raised to the postponement by Mr. LrTTLERB, as he 
said it would involve an enormous expense. 

The Committee having consulted in private, the CHAIRMAN 
announced that the Committee were of opinion that the promoters’ 
case having been closed they could not re-open it. They would be 
glad to hear Mr. Page the following morning, then finally coming 
to a decision with regard to the north portion of the North-East 
Suburban line. i 

Mr. LITTLER, K.C., on behalf of the Metropolitan Railway, 
opposed the construction of the North-East London line, which 
would run under the existing joint railway of the Metropolitan 
and District from the Monument to Cannon Street, a distance of 
25 chains. He contended that it was manifestly unfair that his 
company should be competed with on their own soil after spending 
an enormous amount of money. 
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‚Мт. Сгоре also gave evidence on behalf of the S.E R. in oppo- 
gition to the line. 

Mr. Barrovn BrownF said he would submit a clause that might 
meet the objections of frontagers and petitioners of that kind, 
which would provide compensation for damage caused by the 
construction or working of the line during two years. No compen- 
sation would be paid to any body whose property had been paid for. 
The clause would also suggest а special tribunal to settle questions 
of damage. ; 

The CHAIRMAN said if such a clause was provided it might form 
the basis of consultation with Lord Ribblesdale and the members of 
the Committee. The Committee adjourned. 


On the reassembling of the Committee on Wednesday last week, 
Mr. Bar rovg Dnowxr, K.C., on behalf of the City and North-East 
Suburban Railway Company, announced that, after giving the 
matter great consideration, his clients bad come to the conclusion 
that they would not be justitied in proceeding with their scheme 
after the decision of the Committee in respect to the Whitechapel 
to the City portion. He therefore asked leave of their Lordships 
to withdraw the Bill from their consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Committee would allow the Bill to be 
withdrawn as suggested. 

Mr. Batrour Browne then opened the caso of the North-East 
London Railway. Не said that the line would run from Ludga‘e 
Circus to Palmer's Green, near Enfield, and it would provide a 
direct through route from the City and the north-cast suburbs into 
the country. The existing railways could not accommodate the 
traffic which they hoped to get if this line was sanctioned. He was 
aware that the group of railways, of which the North-last London 
line formed a part, bad been very generally criticised; but he 
should be able to show that it was a combination which would be 
able to give the public something in the way of railway facilities 
which it had not got. It was opposed by a railway "ring" which 
supported the proposals of the Central London Railway, because 
they wanted to prevent any competition with their suburban traffic. 
The present combination was not merely a Morvan group, but 
associated with it was an English tirm of high standing. 

The CHAIRMAN, at this point, said he would like to say a werd as 
to the procedure the Committee intended to adopt. They had 
decided to go cn with the opposition to ai] the Bills. First they 
wouid hear the opponents of what was termed the Morgan group; 
then those of the Brompton and Piecadilly Circus Railway, and 
lastly, the objections to the Central London Railway schemes. 
When they bad heard all the opposition, they would hear 
evidence from the London County C мисі] and the City Corporation 
as to their views on the various schemes Following that, they 
would hear counsel on behalf of the various Bills. With regard to 
the opposition of landowners, they would not hear that until they 
had decided which Bills should be allowed to proceed. By that 
means much unnecessary opposition might be avoided. 

Lord К. Сеси, KC., remarked that Lord Ribblesdale had 
requested him to mention to their Lordships that Mr. Moon, К.С, 
had drawn up and submitted a general clause for the protection of 
landowners, and that Lord Ribblesdale had aleo suggested a clause 
which might form tbe basis of some agreement. It was distinctly 
understood that Lord Ribbleadale’s Committee would not insert 
any geceral clause in any of the Bills before them until they had 
discussed the terms of the clause with Lord Windsor's Committee. 

The CHatkmMan: I will take an opportunity of consulting with 
Lord Ribblesdale with a view to both Committees adopting the 
same course. 

Sir DovGra4s Fox was called and examined by Mr. Moon, K C., on 
the engineering features of the Brompton and Pio adilly Circus and 
the Certral London Railways. He stated that he had a very 
strong objcction to the proposcd connecting link of the Brompton 
and Piccadilly Circus Railway with the deep bevel of the Metro- 
politan District Railway between Charing Cross and Piccadilly. In 
his opinion such a piece of line would be unworkable, and the effect 
of the proposed junction at Piccadilly Cirous would be to put four 
tunnels one above the other. Coming to the proposals of the 
Central London Railway, he wished to reiterate his objection 
avainst a closed circuit. He regarded a closed circuit in the centre 
of London as very objectionable, both from an engineering and a 
public point of view. 

Mr. F. G. Tuomas addressed the Committee on behalf of the 
Metropolitan District Railway Company against the Bills of the 
Central London Railway and the combined Brompton and Piccadilly 
schemes. He said tbat the main objection of the Metropolitan 
Company to the proposed extension of the Central London line was 
that it would create anew cast and west competition with their rail- 
way between the City and Hammersmith. Seeing that the Metro- 
politan Company were spending a large sum of money in order to 
work the liue by electricity, which they trusted would be effected 
within the next 18 months, he submitted that it would be unfair to 
expose them to the competition of the Central London. The Com- 
mittee then adjourned. 

On the resumption of proceedings on Thursday last week, Viscount 
Knutsford made an important statement relative to the proposed 
general compensation clause to apply to these Bills. Не said the 
object of such a clause was that for a limited period owners xhese 
lands or houses had not been taken for the purposes of the railway, 
should be put on the same footing дз those owners whose property had 
been taken, and who could prcceed under the Lands Clauses Act. 
The suggestion he had to make was that it would be desirable to 
insert in the model clause the words “injuriously affected " from 
the Lands Clauses Act. The clause, as at present proposed, was as 
follows: With respect to compensation for injury arising from 


the working of the railway to any building where no property of 
the owner or lessee of such buildiug is taken entitling him to claim 
for any such injury under the provisions of the Lands Clauses Act, 
the following general provisions shall have effect; that is to say, if 
at any time after the expiration of two years after the opening of 
the railway for public traffic, any structural damage to any 
such building sball have arisen from the working of the 
railway, any owner or lessee of such building shall be 
entitled to recover from the company compensation for such 
damage proved to have been actually sustained by him in respect 
of his interest therein,” and so on. He (Lord Knateford) would 
suggest that the words should be “ If at any time after the expira- 
of two years after the opening of the railway for public traflic any 
such building is injuriously affected by the working of the railway, 
then"—aud soon. He believed if those words were inserted they 
would save a good deal of expense and trouble in connection with 
future arbitrations. He hoped that Counsel would consider the 
clause with a view to forming the basis of a future agreement. 

Evidence was then given by Mr. ELLIS, the general manager of 
the Metropolitan Railway, and by Mr. Т. Parker, the electrical 
adviser, against the Billof the Central London Railway and those of 
the combined Piccadilly schemes. 

Mr. G. Н. Raprorp said he was chairman of the Parliamentary 
(‘ommittee of the London (‘ounty Council, and he attended before 
the Committee to lay before their Lordships the views of the 
Council upon the various proposals which were under their con- 
sideration. It was with much reluctance that they had considered 
the merits of any particular scheme, because the view of the 
Council was that it would have been much better in the 
interests of the general locomotion of, London if Parliament 
had determined upon a complete scheme of tube railways 
to serve the needs of London asa whole. If that had been done, 
the Metropolitan could have been divided up into districts and 
different parts of the scheme taken up by different promoters. Ia 
the opivion of the Council it was very desirable that there should 
be some controlling authority, having somewhat similar powers to 
those exerci-ed by the Light Railway Commission. Such an 
authority should inquire into all schemes that were projected for 
the construction of deep level railways before they were submitted 
ќо Parliament. They also thought that a purchase clause should be 
inserted in regard to these railways, as was the case in respect to 
tramways, so that if at the end of a term of years the local authority 
wished they should be able to purchase the lines for the public. 
They would suggest. that the system of shallow tramways, which had 
recently been sanctioned in this year’s Bill promoted by the County 


Council, might be inquired into as being likely to afford a more- 


cheaply conetructed system of underground railways than what were 
known as tube railways. The Council had considered the various 
Bills before the Committee, and had come to the conclusion that the 
proposals of the Central London Railway would best serve the 
interests of the Londoners аз а whole, and that, therefore, the Com- 
mittee should give preference to that Bill. They believed that if 
those proposala were sanctioned, they would, together with the 
existing railway, form a good system of communication from the 
west to the central districts, and that it would be capable of being 
utilised in connection with any larger scheme tbat might be 
developed later. 

Replying to Lord Zovcirg, Witness said that the Council had 
considered the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Bill, and had come 
to the conclusion that the line would not serve any useful purpose 
at its western end. The large building estate which tbe Council 
had at Tottenham, on which a large number of workmen's dwellings 
were being erected, would be served by the North-East London 
ine. 

Mr. WHEELER, K.C., addressed the Committee on behalf of the 
City Corporation, aud said that they had come to practically the 
rame conclusions in the matter as the London County Council. 
They thought that the proposed extensions of the Central London 

taillway wculd be the best, not only for the City, but for London 
asa whole. They considered that their stations were more con- 
veniently situated than were the stations proposed under the com- 
bined scheme. On condition that the North-East London line went. 
no further than Cannon Street, the Corporation thought it should 
be passed by the Committee. 

Mr. FITZGERALD, К C., on behalf of the Central London Railway, 
addressed their Lordships. He said he would remind the Com- 
mittee that the proposed extension fulfilled all the objects and 
conditious laid down by Col. Yorke as being desirable in a tube 
railway —a good train service with eimplicity and continuous work- 
ing. Their line would convey passengers right to the Bank, into 
the very centre of the City, and none of the other lines proposed to 
do that. 

Mr. Lir TER, K.C., speaking for the Brompton and Piccadilly 
Circus Rail хау, said that in view of the fact that the railway was 
already authorised, the properties purchased, and the contracts 
actually let, the Committee would not be justified in giving its 
sauction to the enormous expenditure which the proposals of the 
combined companies would involve. He would remind the Com- 
mittee that the Metropolitan and the District Railways were spend- 
ing a million and a quarter on electrifying their lines, and he 
submitted that it would be very unfair to subject them to this 
competition just at the time when the shareholders were expecting 
to get some return on their capital. The Committee adjourned. 


On reassembling on 16th inst. Mr. Влгкоов Browns, K.C, 
addressed the Committee on behalf of the combined scheme of the 


Piceadilly and City aud the London United Iclectric Railways: 


Compauy, which provides for a through line from Hammersmith to 
the City. Counsel said that he thought the Committee would see 
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that the proposals of the Bills he represented had many advantages 
over the other schemes that had been presented to their Lordships. 
In the first place, they would afford a through route, in conjunction 
with the North-East London line from the crowded dietricts of the 
metropolis to the suburbs, and, by taking the people into the outer 
circle at cheap fares, would help to solve the housing problem which 
now pressed heavily upon the poor and the working classes. In 
the second place, they provided two very important services for 
London, as they would convey paseengers from the south-west to the 
centre, and alsothey would similarly convey passengers from the north- 
east either to the centre or through to the west. They also pro- 
posed to make a line running from the Marble Arch to Clapham to 
serve the south-western districts of London, which would give a 
much needed north and south communication—a thing that was 
not contemplated by any of the competing schemes. Another 
advantage he claimed for the scheme was, that it would create а 
new centre in the City at the Monument instead of increasing the 
congestion at the Bank. On the question of speed, he would remind 
the Committee that their trains would average about 19 miles an 
hour, including the stoppages at stations, which was faster than the 
Central London Railway. The Central London Company and the 
Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Company were both alive to the 
importance of a line from Hammersmith to the City by way of 
Piccadilly, and they had both tried to prevent any competition by 
attempting to block that route in their own interests. He did not 
believe that either of those lines would be constructed even if the 
promoters obtained the sanction of Parliament, аз he was not satis- 
fied with their bona fides. The Committee had had ample evidence 
that if his clients obtained Parliamentary sanction for their scheme, 
there was no doubt as,to their intention and ability to construct 
the proposed railways. 

The Committee having deliberated in private for some time, the 
CHAIRMAN, upon the parties being re-admitted, said: The Com- 
mittee have decided not to proceed with the Central London Bill 
as far ав it relates to the proposed railway from Shepberd's Bush 
via Hammersmith to the Bank, but they are prepared to consider 
the extension of the Central Railway Company's line beyond the 
Bank and the small branch lines at the West end. With regard to 
the Bill of the Brompton and Piccadilly Railway, the Committee 
will not proceed with that portion of their proposed line between 
Piccadilly Circus &ud Charing Cross, leaving the other portions for 
future consideration. With regard to the London United. Electric 
Railway, Piccadilly and City Railway, and the North-East London 
Railway, the Committee will not proceed with that portion of the 
United Electric Railway which runs from Addison Road vía Shep- 
herd's Bush to Hammersmith. The Committee will meet on 
Monday week — Мау 26th—and then propose to proceed with 
what further opposition there is to the combined scheme of the 
London United Company. The Committee then adjourned. 


West Ham Corporation Bill.—A Select Committee of the House of 


Commons, presided over by Mr. Heywood Johnstone, has passed the . 


preamble of the West Ham Corporation Bill, which gives the 
Corporation power to borrow £25,000 for electric lighting purposes, 
and £1,300 for tramway purposes. There was also a proposal to 
construct a tramway along a new street, and the Committee allowed 
the time for such construction under the Standing Orders to be 
extended for a period of two years after the completion of such new 
street. 

Donegal Railway.—This Bill, which has already passed the House 
of Lords, came on 15th inst., as an unopposed measure, before the 
Chairman of Ways and Means in the House of Commons. 
Amongst other things, power is taken to work the railway by elec- 
tricity. 

Croydon and District Electric Tramways Bill.—After a lengthy 
hearing, the Committee passed the preamble of the Bill, with the 
exception of the Carshalton and Wallington portion of the South 
and West Croydon extension. They refused the London, Brighton 
and South Coast Railway control over the convection at West 
Croydon. 

Bexhill and Rotherfield Railway.—The Bill for the abandonment 
of the Bexhill and Rotherfield Railway came before the chairman 
of Ways and Means of the House of Commons as an unopposed 
measure оп 15th inst, and was ordered to be reported for third 
reading. 


LEGAL. 


VICAR AND CHURCHWARDENS ОЕ Sr. Mary, Моогмотн, v. City 
AND SourH LONDON Rattway COMPANY. 


THE case in те an arbitration between the City and South London 
Railway Company and the Rector and Churchwardens of the United 
Parishes of St. Mary, Woolnoth, and St. Mary, Woolchurch Haw, 
came before Mr. Justice Wright, sitting without a jury in the King’s 
Bench Division, on Wednesday last week. This was a special case 
stated by the arbitrator, Mr. Vigers, raising the question as to the 
basis on which the Rector and Churchwardens of the United 
Parishes of St. Mary, Woolnoth, and St. Mary, Woolchurch Haw, 
were to be compensated for that part of the site of the church of St. 
Mary, Woolnoth, which the City and South London Railway Com- 
pany had taken for the purpose of extending their line from 
London Bridge to the Angel, Islington. Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., 
Mr. Eldon Bankes, K.C., and Mr. Aines appeared for the City and 


South London Railway Company; Mr. Freeman, K.C., and Mr. 
Boyle, K.C., for the United Parishes of St. Mary, Woolnoth, and 
St. Mary, Woolchurch Haw ; and Mr. Dibdiv, K.C., and Mr. J. Shaw 
for the Attorney-General and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

Mr. Bankes, in opening the case, said that іп 1893 the company 
were promoting a Bill to continue their line from London Bridge 
to the Angel, Islington, and they scheduled the church of 8f. 
Mary, Woolnoth, at the corner of Lombard Street, asa portion of the 
land they desired to take. That Bill passed without opposition, 
but the work was not carried out within the time specified, and the 
company had to apply to Parliament in 1896 for an extension of 
time. That Act was passed on the condition, as the company con- 
tended, that they took not the church, but an easement under it, 
and certain lands which formed part of the surroundings of the 
church. In constructing the line, the entire subsoil of the church 
was excavated, and by a wonderful piece of engineering the build- 
ing was placed on a steel foundation and preserved. The rector and 
churchwardens alleged that they were entitled to regard the site of 
the church as a building site; that for the 1,699 ft. of land outside 
the church they were entitled to £101,940, which was at the rate of 
£60 a foot ; and that with regard to the land upon which the church 
stood, the company had so constructed their works as to injuriously 
affect the site as a building site, and that therefore they were 
entitled to damages to the extent of £30 per foot, which was 50 per 
cent. of its value. The arbjtrator had, for the purposes of this case, 
arrived at three alternative findings. He awarded against the com- 
pany £90,628, if all the lands taken belonged to the site of the church 
of St. Mary Woolnoth, and could never be used for any other pur- 
pose ; or £136,421 if the lands taken might have become, under 
some Act of Parliament, a scheme, under the Union of Benefices 
Act, 1860, at some future time available for building purposes; or 
£143,548 if the site of the church and the other land could be made 
immediately available for the erection of buildings other than a 
church. He (the learned counsel) submitted that the compensation 
should be awarded on the basis that all the lands taken formed the 
site of the church, and could never be used for any other purpose, 
and that the case should be referred back to the arbitrator, in order 
that he might explain how the £90,000 was made up. Under the 
provisions of the Act of 1896, it was clear that the compensation 
was to be based on the assumption that the church was to remain. 
The company had expended upwards of £30,000 in providing a steel 
foundation for the church. 


Mr. Boye contended that the company were at least liable to 


pay compensation on the basis that the site of the church might 
at some future period become available for building. 

Mr. Justice WRIGHT, at the conclusion of the arguments, said he 
could not agree with the contention of Mr. Bankes that the 
claimants were only entitled to compensation on the basis that the 
lands taken formed the site of the church and could never be used 
for any other purpose. Under the Union of Benefices Act the site 
of the church could be made available for building purposes, and, 
therefore, he thought that the claimants were entitled to compensa- 
tion on the basis that the site of the church might have, at some 
шше date, become available аз a building site—i.e., the second 

азів. 


De Dion Востон & Co., v. BRowx BROS., LIMITED. 


In the Chancery Division on Thursday last week, before Mr. Justice 
Joyce, Мт. Hughes, K.C., moved for an injunction to restrain the 
defendants from passing off batteries for motor cars as “ De Dion ” 
batteries which were not of the plaintiffs’ manufacture. 
Counsel for the defendants said the matter complained of by the 
plaintiffs had occurred through the oversight of an employé, who 
acted contrary to the instructions given him. The thing would not 
occur again. Mr. Hughes said in these cases the matter was always 
due to an oversight. His cliente desired to see the evidence of the 
defendants, and the motion would have to stand over. His Lord- 
ship directed the motion to stand over until next sitting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Electric Wiring Methods of To-Day. 


In the articles and letters appearing under the above 
heading, great stress has been laid on the desirability of 
decreasing the cost of wiring. Although this is very 
desirable, I do not see how any system of screwed conduit 
is going to help us forward much, at any rate as regards 
competition with gas- pipe installation costs. Any pipe which 
is suitable for a watertight conduit, would be equally suitable 
for gas, and would be cheaper, though perhaps not much, as 
it would do with less careful attention to smoothness, &c. 

Taking the very cheapest job to pipe for, that of an instal- 
lation with no isolated switches, but only switch lampholders, 
it would cost more in pipe than the same number of points 
gas piped, as owing to the necessity of dividing into circuits, 
several tubes are required, which would come more expensive 
than the one larger pipe required for the gas. In the 
ordinary way, many lights are controlled by separate switches, 
and this is pure extra against the electric system, being almost 
without parallel in gas practice. 
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Lastly, the pipe has to be erected more carefully, owing 
to the necessity of trimming ends of pipes and of making 
them butt together in the coupling instead of simply screwing 
them tight in a socket with tapered thread as in gas work, 
and the work generally has to be of a more finished character, 
especially at outlets. There is also the cost of draw-in boxes 
to be added on long or awkward runs. 

At present we have, broadly speaking, three styles of 
conduit to choose from. Тһе stecl-armoured insulated 
conduit, or * Bathurst," which certainly makes a grand job, 
but which is so terribly expensive, that it is almost out of 
the question unless ratepayers are finding the money. The 
Simplex screwed conduit, considerably less in price, a good 
tube to work, and of a smooth surface, so that wires draw 
through easily if piping is well fixed. Very pleasant for a 
workman after steel armoured conduit, as he бап keep clean. 
Thirdly, we have ordinary Simplex, with which ordinary 
casing may be placed, as they cost about the same to instal, 
the use of one or the other generally depending on the sort 
of building to be wired. Both very considerably cheaper 
than screwed conduit. 

We are now to have Armorduct, but I do not at present 
see how it will affect the ordinary class of work. It seems 
to be more of a rival to the screwed Simplex class of 
conduits, and if it can be supplied at a less cost than these, 
it will be welcome for good work. It will have to be very 
considerably cheaper before it touches the casing and plain 
Simplex business. The knock-out box certainly sounds 
good, as a reduction in the number of fittings is very 
desirable. | 

As regards the question of earthing the outer, we have 
had the argument all on the contractors’ side up to. the 
present. It would be very interesting if some of the 
central station engineers would give us their side of this 
question. If any objections were fully discussed, they 
could either be removed or the question dropped. 

In the meantime it seems hardly worth while to increase 
the cost of conduit work by insisting that all should be con- 
nected for future use as a return while the prospect of this 
method being adopted is apparently so remote. Where, 
again, is the advantage of being ab!e to ultimately double the 
capacity of an installation’ Are we to need twice as much 
light then as we do now, or are lighting appliances going to 
decrease in efficiency ? 


W. H. Isherwood. 
Leeds, May 14ih, 1902. 


The Design of Continuous Current Machines. 


I am much obliged to your correspondent, Mr. Hiss, for 
his appreciation and criticism of my remarks on the above 
subject; but as there appears to be some slight misconcep- 
tion on his part as to the application of my formule, I will 
endeavour to elucidate the points referred to. 

In th? first place, the /o/a/ flux, i.e., the flux per pole 
entering armature, multiplied by the number of pairs of 
poles, is not 025 D? 100, but :025 p? megalines. The 
divisor is introduced for another reason, which I will refer 
to later. 

I certainly was not considering only bi-polar machines, as 
I do not consider the combination of bi-polar fields and pro- 


jection type armatures at all satisfactory. Neither should 


the number of poles make any difference to this factor, 
which is derived by a simple arithmetical calculation from 
the total area of the pole shoes, and the flux density in same. 
Thus, in a four-pole machine, where the length of the pole 
parallel to the shaft is *6 р, the angle subtended by same, 
60°, and the flux density 40 kilolines, the factor becomes :— 
3:141 p x 60° x “6p x 40,000 x 2 pairs poles 
360 x 100 mE 
= 025 D” megalints. 

With a six-pole armature of similar dimensions, the pole 
angle would be 40°, the number of pairs of poles three, and 
the factor precisely the same. 

The factor, 2.6, total gross area of slots, is the maximum 
permissible under the conditions laid down, and is seldom 
approached in machines of large dimensions. There is 
obviously some error in the statement made by your corre- 
spondent, that in an instance he tested, the value жав 52, as 


the total area of the circle represented by the armature core 
is only 7854 р? For example, the value in the 250-kw. 
generator, described by Parshall and Hobart, is about 52/19. 

Now as to the space and current density factors, the 
necessity for the introduction of which is not at first sight 
apparent. The formula for the E.M.F. generated in a con- 
tinuous current machine may be simply stated as follows :— 
M. C. x50 р = E, where м is the total flux as previously 
defined ; c the number of face conductors ; n therevolutions 
per second ; and p the number of paths through armature 
from positive to negative brushes. In the case of a two-cir- 
cuit winding, 50 p = 100, the divisor referred to above. 
The E.M.F. generated by an armature docs not, however, 
enable us to determine the capacity of same, and it therefore 
becomes necessary to modify the factor, е, in the above 
formula, so as to arrive at the output in watts. 

For this purpose, if we assume a two-circuit winding as 
before, we may imagine there are only 7e conductors on the 
armature, each consisting of one half the total number of 
face conductors combined. The sectional area of these con- 
ductors (determined from the area of the slots and the space 
factor), and the current density in same, enable us to fix the 
limit of output based on these considerations. 

There is, of course, no definite relation between these 
factors and the diameter of the armature. The former 
generally increases with the diameter, owing to the larger 
area of the slots, and the greater sectional area of the con- 
ductors, while the latter generally decreases. The approxi- 
mations given are intended to apply to a certain range of 
sizes only. They are purely empirical, and are arranged to 
affect only the numerical coefficient of the result, and we 
are also at liberty to insert actual values in specific instances. 
In the case of the 250-Kw. generator referred to above, the 
armature being 46 in. diameter, and the length of same only 
'27 D, the values are— 


. 2 2 
ID dG те 8,400 x 245 _ 9.57 D? 250 kw. 
100 19 р 
The quantity, 3,400, is, of course, the product of the 
actual current density, and the two imaginary conductors 
previously referred to. 
Here is another instance from actual: practice, the arma- 
ture being 18 in. diameter :— 


. 9 2 
оор x x '28 x 2,000 x 1) 
100 65 р 


The higher value for the flux in this instance is due to 
slightly increased area and density at pole shoe, which has 
not prevented the area of the slots closely approaching the 
maximum, It is particularly interesting to note the low 
space factor, which means ample insulation and easy wind- 
ing, and at the same time low current density in the conductors, 
entirely due to the correct proportioning of the slots. . 

Tabulation of results in the method indicated, in conjunc- 
tion with the flux and armature ampere conductors per pole, 
&c., impart at a glance the most important and salient 
characteristics of à machine, in a manner impossible by any 
other method with which I am acquainted, 


John H. Hindle. 


=5:96 D? = 30°7 Kw. 


Manchester, May 17/^, 1902. 


Alternating Current Theory. 


I shall be glad if you will allow me to make one or two 
comments upon the review of my “ Elementary Treatise on 
Alternating Currents” which appeared in your last issue. 

Will the reviewer pardon my drawing his attention to 
p. 98, equations 20 and 22, which have evidently escaped 
his notice. "They supply the relation between primary and 
secondary ampere-turns and the secondary terminal voltage 
of a transformer, which are alleged to be omitted. I hope 
his disappointment will now disappear. 

But for the statements respecting tbe theory of the trans- 
former I should not have made any reference to the review, 
as it shows evidence of a careful perusal of the book by the 
reviewer, and is undoubtedly a valuable criticism, and, 
should I be so fortunate as to issue a second edition, I shall 
carefully consider its suggestions. 

Jam afraid the value of the“ equivalent sine curve" is 
not appreciated, I would ask all my readers to remember 
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that its use is confined to such calculations as involve mean 
sequere values, and in these, which comprise the majority of 
practical cases, correct results will follow its adoption. For 
example, in the formula for eddy currents, to which the 
reviewer draws attention, the two results are in accord if 
the maximum induction density is taken to be that due to 
the equivalent sine current curve. 

I do not wish to start a fresh controversy on the “ lag 
and lead puzzle, as to my mind it is a mere quibble. I 
always give the definition as follows :—One sine curve lags 
behind, or leads before another of the same frequency, 
according as a zero (or maximum) value of the first curve 
occurs in point of time after or before the nearest zero (or 
maximum) value of the second curve. 

I do not wish these remarks to be regarded as a criticism 
of the review. I should very much like to know the 
reviewer personally, so as to exchange ideas on several points 
which are undoubtedly of a controversial nature. 


Үү. G. Rhodes. 
Manchester, May 17th, 1902. 


The Institution and Electrical Legislation. 


So far as I am aware, there is no industry in the world 
which is surrounded with so much legislation and regulation 
as the British electrical industry. On the other hand, there 
is no industry which has more to gain by unrestricted 
development. It is a most curious spectacle—the only free 
trade country in the world deliberately repressing the only 
power by whose aid we have any chance of maintaining our 
commercial prosperity, and affording protection in its most 
= “ unintelligent " shape toa number of municipal monopolies. 

More curious still is the fact. that the * man in the street,” 
who, technically speaking, governs the country, has, appa- 
rently, no knowledge of these anomalous conditions, and, in 
fact, has no information as to electrical matters beyond the 
sensational paragraphs in the popular press, which give him 
the impression that the British electrician is stupidly incom- 
petent and immeasurably inferior. to the American and the 
German. | 

With one or two exceptions, the columns of the daily 
papers are absolutely closed to a fair statement of the 
grievances of the industry, but any *'penny-a-liner " who 
sends in a paragraph about American syndicates con- 
structing tubes from nowhere to nowhere else, or of German 
firms supplying machinery at prices suggestive of a clearance 
sale of old stock, may rely upon seeing the news appear next 
morning under a “scare heading.“ 

Now, although it does not say so in so many words, the 
report of the Institution of Electrical Engineers amounts to 
this :—Given fair conditions throughout the period of elec- 
trical development, England would have been at this time—(1) 
One of the largest, if not the largest, of electrical manufacturing 
countries ; (2) the country in which the application of elec- 
tricity to industrial purposes had reached its highest point ; 
and (3) the country which had benefited most by electric 
traction. 

The difference between what might have been and what 
is represents во much dead loss to the nation in general and 
to the electrical industry in particular, Everyone engaged 
in electrical work, from the most eminent consulting 
engineer to the humblest wireman, has a direct interest in the 
removal of the burdensome restrictions which are described 
in the Institution report, and everyone should endeavour to 
do something towards the attainment of this end. 

Sooner or later the Legislature and the general public 
will “ wake up." They will wonder how they ever came to 
grant a monopoly in electric power supply to municipalities. 
And they can only plead ignorance as their excuse. ‘They 
would never have created a municipal monopoly in steam, 
and the only difference lies in the method of supply and 
application, not in the commercial uses. When they find, 
therefore, that the British manufacturer, with no power 
available except either his own dear steam, or the munici- 
palities’ dearer electricity, cannot compete with foreign rivals, 
who promptly avail themselves of the best and cheapest 
supply known to science, we shall perhaps witness an elec- 
trical reformation in England, Statigticians may then figure 


out how many millions of pounds sterling the lesson has 


cost us. 
Т. С. Elder. 


— — 


The Committee which has been considering this important 
subject appears from its resolutions to have consistently 
carried through its proceedings the confusion of terms sug- 
gested by the reference. The use of the word “ Industry ” 
has been misapplied to the object of Mr. Madgen’s paper, and 
the result has been a very one-sided consideration of the 
whole subject. 

The branches of work in which electricity is the main 
factor may be summarised as follows :—(1) Manufacturing ; 
(2) Installing ; (3) Working. 

I hold that in its strict sense the term“ industry can 
only be applied to (1), and although (2) may partially come 
under this term, I think Electrical Contracting would be 
more applicable, However, as regards (3), this should in 
no wise be considered an industry, as it is almost entirely 
commercial or financial, depending for its industrial work on 
(1) and (2), which should be called by a distinctive name, 
such as Electrical Undertakings. 

Now either the Committee was intended to inquire into 
the whole subject covered by these three branches or else 
into the legislation affecting electrical undertakings only. 
That Mr. Madgen had the latter object in view when reading 
his paper is clear, but the interpolation of the word 
* industry " into the reference has confused the issue and 
apparently the Committee as well. For instance, examine 
the “Note -of points for the consideration of witnesses,” 
which seems to have ruled the proceedings throughout. The 
first point inquires as to the cause of the backward condi- 
tion of the electrical industry in the United Kingdom as 
compared with other countries. Strictly speaking, this refers 
to (1), yet the remaining six points deal exclusively with 
electrical supply and tramway undertakings, their working 
regulations and the legislation referring to them. What 
the above quoted point was intended to convey is not quite 
clear, but it is hardly surprising that the conclusions of the 
Committee resolved themselves into a desire to restrict 
municipal opposition. What this has to do with the back- 
ward state of electrical industries I fail to see. 

Not being personally much concerned in electrical under- 
takings, I am not competent to criticise the Committee on 
its findings in this direction; in fact, I fully accept its views 
as those of men who have made a real effort to grapple with 
this aspect of electrical legislation. But I am very much 
concerned with electrical industries, and as such, I not only 
cannot concur with the conclusions arrived at by the Com- 
mittee, but am deeply disappointed at the way it has let this 
aspect of the subject drop. For the Committee to claim to 
speak for electrical industry, and then to draw its conclusions 
from the proceedings of which you give an abstract, із calcn- 
lated to do much harm. The laws governing electrical 
undertakings have nothing whatever to do with electrical 
industries, and any alterations in these laws, however they 
might benefit electrical undertakings, could in no degree 
alter the adverse conditions under which the electrical indus- 
tries exist in the United Kingdom. 

Under the circumstances, I hold that the question of elec- 
trical industries should be considered exclusively by a special 
(‘ommittee, without any reference to electrical undertakings, 
and | hope the Institution will see their way to appoint such 
a Committee at the earliest possible date. 

G. Byng. 


Cauvery Falls.—The Mysore Government has sanctioned 
a revised estimate amounting to Rs. 49,44,011 for the Gauvery 
Electric Power Works. Col. McNeill Campbell, the chief engineer, 
explains that the excess on buildings for the machinery at the power 
station is chiefly owing to the depths the foundations had to be 
taken to find the rock, and to the difficulty in transport of materials. 
The next increase is on account of the transmission line from the 
falls to the Kolar Goldtield, a distance of 90 miles. No work of 
this kind being undertaken in the country before, it was impossible 
to get accurate results, and much more rock- was encountered on the 
line than was anticipated. The cost of the erection of posts was 
also under-estimated. A considerable amount of timber had to be 
procured locally, as the contractors for the supply of Australian 
wood failed to supply it in time. The total estimate, expressed in 
sterling, now amounts to £329,601, against a forecast of £287,390. 
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‘WORKSHOP RECORDS AND COST KEEPING." 


THE two papers, recently read before the North-East Coast Insti- 
tution, by Messrs. G. Parker and R. P. Link, dealing with workshop 
records and cost keeping, form a valuable addition to the literature 
on these subjects, and will be protitably studied by heads of manu- 
facturing works who contemplate the introduction of time-recofders 
or-card systems into their establishments. So long as a firm or 


company makes large profits, the need for accurate records of time 


and material is not fully realised; it is only when the shoe of com- 
petition pinches that the lack of correct and minute data is keenly 
felt. 

The timeboard, and check systems, are so well known that 
description is unnecessary here. In each the record is a com- 
bination of guess work and memory on the part of the men, generally 
made in a hurry at the close of the day's work, and, as might be 
conjectured, often one might say usually — very inaccurate, 
in those cases where a man works on several jobs in the course of а 
day. 

A part from the inaccuracy of the records, there is in large works 
considerable loss of time due to employés not going direct to their 
work after putting in their checks or boards, and leaving off work 
five minutes or so before the whistle sounds. Mr. Link shows that 
this loss of time, or leakage, amounts to £750 per annum in a works 
employing 1,000 hands, reckoning five minutes' loss each time of 
entering and leaving the works. | 

The up-to-date method of time-keeping is by means of recording 
clocks, which should be placed as near to the work as possible. 
Thus in a factory of many floors, there should be a recorder near the 
centre of each floor, and in a works covering a large area, the area 
should be divided up into convenient sections, a recorder being 
placed in each. In some recording clocks each man's number ів 
recorded, by means of a key, on a strip of paper inside the clock, 
the time being automatically recorded on the strip. One objection 
to this system is that the numbers are not consecutive. 

In another system, each man is provided with a card, which he 
places in a slot in the clock on entering and leaving the works. 


- On pressing a lever or knob the time is printed on the card, much 


in the same way as a railway ticket is dated. | 

Not only may the time of entering and leaving the works be 
recorded in this way, but, by the use of job cards, the time worked 
on each job may be also recorded, thua saving & large amount of 
book-keeping, facilitating the comparison of costs, and providing a 
very mucb more accurate record than is possible by the old time- 
board or time-book systems. 

For the correct recording of materials, a “rough store" and a 
" finished store" are advisable. Al! material, whether ordered 
specially for a particular job, or for stock, should be put through the 
rough store. 

The storekeeper should make independent records of goods or 
material received, which records should then be sent into the otlice, 
to be checked against the invoices. The system usually adopted in 
this country is to send the invoices to the stores for the storekeeper 
to check against the stores received. This, however, is a loose 
method and an incentive to scamp the checking. 

By the use of cards, books for the receipt and issue of stores may 
be entirely abolished. As material is issued only on receipt of card 
requisition from the foremen, the cards being sent into the office for 
the use of the stores ledger clerk, the storekeeper has no clerical 
work to do, except on the receipt of material. 

It is not enough merely to know the /otal values of labour and 
material in connection with any product; these values must be so 
split up that the cost of any part or member is known. This is 
accomplished by means of the collective or piece order system, in 
which a separate card is ueed for each part. The card may follow 
the piece through the factory, and bave recorded upon it the time 
spent in the different processes or operations performed on it. 
It is only by splitting up the costs in this way that the direction in 
which economies may be effected can be seen. 

The works cost of ап article does not take into account the 
standing or establishment charges, and the record and correct 
allocation of these charges is really a very ditħcult matter. It may 
be considered a very simple matter by those firms who simply 
charge to establishment account everything that cannot be charged 
direct to orders. This, at best, isa rough and ready method, besides 
affording absolutely no information when it is desired to ascertain 
where these charges may be reduced. Only by splitting up the 
establishment charges into their composite items can the true value 
of any work be arrived at. Where а firm not only manufactures 
but deals in its products, it is advisable to keep the selling expenses 
entirely separate trom the working expenses; and such 
items as rent, rates, taxes, office expenses, &e, should 
be correctly apportioned to the respective departments. In 
some American works, establishment charges are split up into 
over а hundred sub-divisions. This may be thought to be carrying 
the method too far, and one is inclined to ask if such works merely 
exist for the purpose of running “card systems.” It certainly 


suggests that we may pay too dearly for our candle. This is the 
danger. 


* Abstract of two papers read before the North-East Coast Insti- 
tution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, by George Parker (March 
218), on Workshop Records: A Review and Comparison of 
Existing Methods, with Special Reference to the Use of Files and 
Cards instead of Books"; and R. P. Link (April 18th) on “Co- 
operation and Mechanical Aids to Workshop Cost Keeping." 


The subject of depreciation is one of the most important con- 
siderations in & manufacturing works, and is the one that, perhaps, 
best repays the labour of sub-division. Not only should separate 
records of buildings, machinery, &c., be kept, but, as far as possible, 
individual machines should be recorded on separate cards, so that it 
may be easily seen when their value is written off. They can then 
be scrapped, and the dead records removed. 

There are works in this country containing machinery or tools 
whose value has been written off several times over, but because the 
individual values do not appear in the records, this fact is not 
appreciated, and there is a reluctance on the part of the owners to 
scrap them. 

In introducing any system of workshop records, the essential 
feature to remember is that all orders should emanate from, and all 
records converge towards the same central source—the office. 
Further, as Mr. Parker points out, the scope of each official's 
authority should be clearly defined in order to avoid friction and 
bad feeling; as whilst this exists, it is impossible for any system, 
no matter how perfect, to work smoothly and ctliciently. 

Examples of cards are given in Mr. Parker's paper, and for those 
who desire to go more thoroughly into the matter, an excellent 
bibliography of worka on the subject is appended. 


TUNNELLING FOR ELECTRIC RAILWAYS. 


AT the Institution of Civil Eugineers on Tuesday, March 25th, & 
paper on “Subaqueous Tunnelling through the Thames Gravel: 
Baker Street and Waterloo Railway," was read by Mr. A. Н. Haigb, 
B.Sc., M. Iust.C.E. 

In passing beneath the Thames the tunnels, elsewhere wholly in 
London clay, encountered a bed of clean gravel and sand, lying in 
an abrupt depression of the clay turface. This freely water-bearing 
bed had necessitated construction under compressed air. The two 
tunnels, each for ётаћс in one direction, ran parallel and on the 
same level fora short distance under the river from the Victoria 
Embankment, at the bottom of Northumberland Avenue, after 
which the east (up) tunnel had a rising gradient of 1 in 111, and 
the west (down) tunnel a falling gradient of 1 in 107 towards the 
south side of the river. On passing under College Street the up 
tunnel was vertically over the down tunnel. 

The temporary stage, from which the working shafts in the rivor 
had been sunk, was constructed on piles, parallel with the Embank- 
meut and 150 ft. away from it. From this stage a temporary foot- 
bridge led to the Embankment. A stage, 370 ft. by 50 ft., held the 
contractors’ plant and necessary buildings. Two 16-ft. shafts 
having been sunk, tunnelling northward had been begun from one 
of the brick chambers at the bottom in February, 1899; but south- 
ward the river work had been begun in March, 1900. 

The shield for tunnelling through the gravel wag provided with 
a hood in front to cover the men during excavation, and a fountain 
trap behind, to afford an air-seal against a horizontal water surface, 
should a run of water at the face threaten tlooding of the tunnel. 
Under the forward top screen of this trap, which was close behind 
them when working, the miners could escape in case of necessity. 
The appliance had proved perfectly successful in accomplishing its 
purpose. Laterally the shield was divided into two halves, ahead 
of the trap, by a vertical girder, which enabled a limited face in 
one half to be attacked after any accident to the face-planking 
due to a “blow.” The other essential features of the shield were a 
steel cylinder, stiffened by a circular box-girder in rear of the hood, 
and having behind that a strong ring of cast iron carryivg 14 
hydraulic rams; the cylinder extended behind the rams, forming a 
tail in which each tunnel ring was built. 

The iron lining for the 12-ft. tunnels consisted of rings 18 in. in 
width. The tunnel was constructed with continuous lon:itudipal 
joints, machine faced, and dressed with a mixture of red lead and 
Stockholm tar before being erected. Joint grooves were caulked 
with iron-rust cement, aud both were grummetted where necessary. 
Blue-lias lime grouting was forced through the tapped holes provided 
iu the iron, which were then serew-plugged. For regulating the 
driving of the shield, plumb bob liues for the tunnel centre, 
graduated side-rods drawn by the shield over tixed index marks 
square to tbe centre line, a hanging plumb-line in the shield 
casting, aud boning-rods behind the shield, had afforded every 
means of determining its position, and information for applying 
the necessary rams in driving, each ram working independently. 
Setting-out lines had been taken from а 15 ft. 6 in. base transferred 
down the shaft by steel wires. 

Tunnelling towards Waterloo had been begun at the shaft with 
17 ft. of solid clay and 34 ft. of total cover beneath the river- 
bed. In April, 1900, the 8-ft. solid air-tight diaphragm wall of 
brick in Portland cement mortar had been built across the tunnel 
and grouted under pressure, with the working air-lock and an 
emergency lock through it, and all necessary pipes. When the 
clay cover of the shield was only 5 ft. thick, the box heading 
in advance of the shield had been discontinued. Compressed air 
had then been applied with 5 ft. of clay cover, and at a depth 
of 18 ft. below the river bed. As soon as the cutting edge 
reached within 2 or 3 in. of the ballast, pockets of pugged 
clay had been made, close to each other, in advance of thc 
face, forming a soft bed for the skin to enter, wherever the 
cutting edge would otherwise have encountered the ballast. As 
the amount of ballast face increased, the handholes, separately 
excavated and filled, had formed a larger and lamger portion of 
an anuular bed in front, a close blanket against the shield-skin 
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behind, and a lining to the ballast over the iron tunnel, securing 
a space for the grout around the iron, and an air-seal at the tail 
of the shield where it covered the last tunnel ring. The face had 
been timbered with close horizontal planking set against a thick 
plaster of pugged clay, and arranged by stretchers in two halves, 
across the face, held at first against the shield, and afterwards held 
by up-and-down soldiers, supported by round hollow steel struts 
passing through the shield, when driving the shield forward. The 
normal progress of the tunnel in ballast had been three 18-in. rings 
per day. Three eight-hour gangs had been employed. The air- 
pressure used had been the exact equivalent of the hydraulic heid 


in the river, varying, usually, during each tide, between 24 lbs. and- 


32 lbs. per square inch. | 

Medical attendance had been provided for the workers, and every 
provision had been made for their care. Cases of compressed-air 
sickness had been infrequent, and the serious ones few. The 
amount of air at atmospheric pressure pumped through the tunnel 
had varied between 30,000 cub. ft. and 200,000 cub. ft. per hour. 
The proportion of carbonic acid in the atmosphere in the working 
space had varied between 0 06 per cent. and 0°10 per cent. 

The East Tunnel had since been driven throngh the ballast by the 
use of the same shield, with a sligbt modification to enable the 
miners to work conveniently while the face was kept altogether 
under cover of the hood. An average progress of over 5 ft. per 
working day had been uniformly maintained, and the amount of 
air delivered had averaged only 100,000 cub. ft. per hour. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Wares Exported. | 


WsaEK ENDING May 216т, 1901. WEEK ENDING May 20тн, 1902. 


Alexandria. .. Value £109 Alexandria T . Value £51 
Amsterdam.. * 5 Amsterdam .. 6 ee àv sare 
Bcmbay T és .. 182 ' Auckland. Elec. cars .. . . 7,351 
» Elec. motors .. . 428 Bilbao we ee «a 90 
Buenos Ayies. Teleg. mat. 58 | Calcutta "e id .. 160 
РА Teleph. cable 1,040 | * Teleg. cable .. .. 9,950 
Calcutta e$ * . . 1,890 | " Teleg. wire .. $5 77 
Cape Town.. T T . 709 Cape Town T Б ee 3,119 
Chinde ee oe P 53 52 у Teleg. mat. PP 20 
Durban ee .. * ef 1,487 | Channel Islands .* „* se 85 
„ Teleg. mat. 662 | Christchurch or te! x В 
mA Teleg wire »s „ 295 | Colombo... ln "T Ms 60 
East London бе ee м 55 » Teleg. mat. .. oe 1 
Gibraltar * 86 ET 10 | Durban dd. wid "T 2&0 
Hamburg .. "m 65 sa 16 | East London - i .. 1,866 
Hong Kong. Teleg. mat. oa, AM | Gibraltar га T e» 62 
Madras is ae T . 1,048 Hong Kong.. s * i“ 49 
я Teleg. wire 5% 14 Madras * we - 25 . 248 
Mauritius .. T T a% 60 | Melbourre .. "v £y .. 1,005 
Melbourne . = es .. 3,278 North A'lantic. Cable. .. 1,100 
e Teleg. mat... .. 704 Oe tend ‘i " af is 2 
Ostend se - aa .. 128 Port Elizabeth T 9 28 
Perth.. es oe és . 2:0 | Rosario in oe 98 . 
Port Elizabeth  ,. > 5 2201 St. Petersburg ; “9 “A 75 
Rangoon .. e "à ‘> T0 Santos. Teleg. mat.  .. 5% 20 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. ANE Bie Shanghai. Teleg. apparatus .. 80 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat... 618 | Singapore ae T ee 25 
Shanghai .. ne vs . 401 | Sydney 5% 1,269 
Singapore .. a - "n 46 Wellington .. T T" 4 AIS 
Stockholm. Teleg. mat. ss 110 Ч i Teleg. mat. .. 1,422 
Bydney кә os as "E 
= Teleg. wire "M - 13 
Teneriffe .. w PT T 48 
Trinidad. Teleg. mat... Ks 25 
Wellington. T T T 25 | 
Tota! T 415,211 Total T £22,480 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


arbadoes, Telepb. apprts. Value £36 Buenos Ayres. Teleg. poles.Value £252 


Rotterdam. Elec.  ,, 25 | New York. Elec. goods. co. 380 
Trinidad. Teleph, „ T 64 
Total . £125 Total .. .. £482 


"Ark" Lamps for Boer Camps. — A further number 
of “Ark” lamps have just been supplicd by Messrs. Johnson and 
Phillips for the lighting of the Boer prisoners’ camps, as a result 
of the previous lamps giving satisfaction. Quick delivery was 
again a condition of importance, and this Messrs. Johnson and 
Phillips were readily enabled to comply with, as they keep stocks 
of all sizes for urgent delivery. 


Correction.— Messrs. Booth & Co. point out that their 
full address is Burleigh House, Yerbury Road, Holloway. The 
address as given in our last issue was incomplete. 


E. L. B. System.—The E. L. B. system of electric lighting 
bas been adopted by the French naval authorities for the illumina- 
tion of the special squadron, which is at Kronstadt with the Presi- 
dent of the Republic. The Montcalm has been elaborately equipped 
with devices and fittings, the representatives of the Electric Light- 
ing Boards Company also being entrusted with the lighting of the 
special banquetting saloon, and the great dining tables fitted up on 
this ship for the entertainment of the Czar. It may be remembered 
that the Czar is personally much interested in the E.L B. system, 
and after making some private experiments recently, specially 


ordered it to be applied for decorative purposes at several State 
functions. 


Fire.— Damage to the extent of about £10,000 was done 
on 14th inst. by a fire in the premises of Messrs. Smith & Co., 


electrical engineers and oil merchants, 89, George Street, Edin- 
burgh. 


Aston-Lundell Motors.—A_ new list, giving details of 
their Aston-Lundell " and“ Aston-Standard " motors, has recently 
been issued by Messrs. Veritys, Limited. The list gives specifica- 
tions of both types, and full details of outputs, prices, effici- 
encies, and weights (the latter in pounds and kg.), as well as 
dimensions packed for shipment in inches and mm.  Drawiags, 
showing the principal dimensions, are also given, and numerous 


| $ 


ASTON-LUNDELL MOTOR. 


half-tones and woodcuts to illustrate the details of parts. The 
standard Aston-Lundell" motor, which is made in sizes from 
to 3 B. p., is shown in one of tbe figures herewith, from which it 


will be seen that the commutator is completely enclosed, and that 


the terminals are also situated within the enclosure, so as to be out 
of harm's way, no-live parts being exposed at all Another view 


shows the “ Aston-Lundell” back-geared motor (reduction ratio 


6:1); a similar machine is built with worm gear, giving a speed 


ASTON-LUNDELL Back-GEARED MOTOR. 


ratio of 24 to 1. Above 4 н.р. the motors are wound for pressures 
up to 500 volts; they are also arranged as p.c. transformers and 
generators for giving reduced pressures for special purposes. In 
this connection we would point out that double-wound armature 
machines are not rotary (or rotatory) ‘‘converters,” the term 
being by general and convenient usage restricted to д.с — D с. trans- 
formers with common armature winding. Full details are given of 
the Aston-Standard " motorr, semi- and totally enclosed, which are 
built in sizes from 5 to 100 в H.P., with or without back gear; Aston 
starting switches are also listed. 


Fire Prevention.—The British Fire Prevention Com- 
mittee's testing arrangements this month include, on Wednesday, 
May 28th, a comparative test between a roof covered with slates and 
a roof covered with vulcanite. The chairman (Mr. Edwin O. Sachs’) 
notified to the National Fire Brigades Union, in the course of their 
successful gathering last week, that he was presenting a national 
silver challenge bowl for the smartest fire escape crew, to be com- 
peted for on similar lines to the Union's existing challenge bowls 
for steam fire engines and manuals. | 
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Bankruptcy Proceedings.— An application for an order 

of discharge was made to Mr. Registrar Linklater at the London 
Bankruptcy Court on May 15th, on behalf of John George Maxwell 
Hilton, electrician, Trafalgar Works, Bow Common Lane. Mr. 
С. W. Chapman, Official Receiver, reported that the bankropt 
failed in June, 1899, with liabilities £1,858 10s. 4d., and no available 
assets. At the beginning of 1895 he became managing director of 
the Nalder & Harrison Construction Syndicate, in which he invested 
£2,250, but shortly afterwards the company went into liquidation, 
and the bankrupt and another person took over the electrical por- 
tion of the syndicate's business in satisfaction of their claim against 
the syndicate. The bankrupt then brcught into the business a 
capital of £2,000, and carried on the trading till the early 
part of 1897, when it was trausferred to a limited com- 
pany, registered as Nalder & Hilton, Limited, with a 
capital of £20,000. The partners, as vendors, received £9,000 
in fully-paid shares and £6,000 in partly-paid sbares, and also 
became managing directors of the company. In March, 1898, bow- 
ever, in consequence of a disagreement, the bankrupt retired from 
the company on the terms that he should be entitled to £800 
(which was to be applied in reduction of the liabilities ef the late 
firm), and £1,200 in six annualinstalments. The bankrupt received 
some of the said instalments, but he sold his right to £600, part 
thereof, for £3(0. He returned to the business in January, 1899, 
bringing in a further sum of £400 advanced to him by his wife's 
relatives. In the following May, however, the company went into 
voluntary liquidation. Tbe bankrupt attributed his insolvency to 

the failure of the company in the manufacture of electrical appa- 
rat us, and to his own want of business experience. The bankruptcy 

also appeared to be partly due to extravagance. His ovly income 
for the last two years consisted of £700 received by him as ralary 

from the company, whereas his expenditure during the same period 

amounted to £925. His unsecured liabilities included debts of 

£126 9s. for carriage hire. On the ground of insufficiency of ағғеѓв 

to pay 10s. in the £ to the creditors and unjuetifiable extravagance 

in living, the learned Registrar imposed a furthér suspensior of two 

years. Mr. Mellor attended on behalf of tbe bankrupt. 


Liquidations,—Notice is given that a petition for 
the wioding-up of the Meyra Electric Company, Limited, 
was presented to the High Court of Justice on 10th inst., 
and the hearing was fixed for 28th inst., when any creditors or 
contributors desiring to be heard may appear. 

At an extraordinary general meeting of the Westralian Electric 
Lighting and Supply Company, Limited, on February 25th, a 
resolution was passed to the effect that the company be wound-up 
voluntarily, Mr. Gordon Saies, 12, St. John's Lane, Liverpool, being 
appointed liquidator. The resolution was confirmed at a meeting 
on March 19th. 

Notice is given of an extraordinary general meeting of tbe 
Improved Electro-Plating Company, Limited, at the offices of 
Messrs. Pannell & Co, 13, Basingball Street, E.C., on June 17tb, 
11 a.m., to consider an account showing the manner in which the 
winding-up has been conducted. 


Books Received,— Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, Annual Catalogue," 1901—02. Boston: Massachusetts 
Institute of ‘Technology. | 

The Generators of Electricity at the Paris Exhibition of 1900," 
by C. Е. Guilbert. Paris: C. Naud, 1902. 30 fr. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messre. John Davis & Son 
(Derby, Ltd.) send us a list of their damp-proof fittings for incan- 
descent and arc lamps, of which a very large variety is shown. 
Wire and cable reels, lampholders and lamps, pillars and indoor 
fittings are also priced. 

We have received from Mr. Max Kohl, of Chemnitz, a price-list 
of his new Rontgen ray apparatus, including Wehnelt ak 98 tubes, 
induction coils, mechanical high speed breaks, accumulators, surgical 
chairs and numerous other accessories. 

We have received from the Electrical Co. a new edition of their 
price list for Nernst lamps. The principal alteration is a very 
emphatic notice to the effect tbat for cases where the voltage rises 
more than 2 per cent., Nernst lamps for the next higher pressure 
should always be ordered—for instance, 205 volts instead of 
200 volts.” 

Messrs. Alex. Boyd & Son send us a price list of their luminous 
electric radiators, hot closets, &с., on Boyd's patent. The former 
are fitted with a shelf or trap, which forms a kind of hot plate, 
increasing the efficiency of the apparatus as a radiator ; an ingenious 
and useful addition is a wire cage, which serves either as a stand for 
the radiator, or a cover upon which linen, &c., can be spread 80 as 
to dry quickly with perfect enfety from fire. Other interesting 
novelties are also shown and described. : 

‚ The Electric and Ordnance Accessories Company, Limited, have 
iesued a leaflet showing their “Stellite” Coronation lamp-holder, а 
чаре type of battenholder. 

e have received from the Fuller-Wenstrim Electrical Manu- 
facturing Company a price list of tbeir single-phase induction 
motors, starting devices, &c. The motors range in size from } to 
30 B. H.. without slip rioge, and from 2:5 to 55 B.H.P. with slip 
rings and starting resistances. Full particulars of weight, specd, 
efficiency, &c. are included. 

Messre. Ferranti, Ltd., have issued Pamphlet No. 152, which 
describes the Ferranti continuous current meter. The illustrations 
are excellent, aud show various details of parts, as well as some of 
the machines used in the manufacture of the meter. Special atten- 
tion is directed to recent improvements in construction, by which 


alteration of the constant through temporary overloading, en- 
trance of moisture, &c., are obviated, and other advantages are 
gained. 


Charge of Excessive Speed of Electric Cars.— At 
Ramsgate, on Friday last, the Isle of Thanet Electric Tramway and 
Lighting Company, Limited, were summoned for propelling a car 
at a speed of 16 miles an hour instead of only eight miles an hour. 
It appeared that for five days the police kept observation on the 
company's cars, aud on April 28th the speed of 52 cars was tested. 
The average speed was 12 miles 1,643 yards per hour, and one car 
exceeded 16 miles and another 15 miles, while on May 2nd the 
average speed dropped to 13 miles, five cars exceeding 15 miles. 
Mr. H.Weigall, the presiding justice, asked if the drivers could keep 
the advertised times by not going beyond the speed laid down by 
the Board of Trade, as there were numerous stoppages. Mr. 
Bharpley, who prosecuted, said he could not go intothat. The Rams- 
gate Watch Committee did not want to be vindictive in any way, 
but they wanted it to be clear that in future the police intended to 
take proceedings whenever the maximum speed was exceeded, so 
as to make the company adhere to the regulations. The company 
was liable to a penalty of £10 for each of the four offences, but he 
was willing to withdraw three of the cases on & conviction being 
made in the first cave, and on the company undertaking that the 
offences should not be repeated. For the defence, Mr. Shea said 
the company was in a difficult position. On the one hand, they 
bad to comply with the Board of Trade regulations, and at the 
same time they had to provide the public with an efficient service. If 
any time had to be made up it would be done in the country dis- 
trict, where no possible injury could occur to the general public. 
The Bench imposed a fine of £5 and costs in one case, and inti- 
mated that in future there would be a fine on every occasion that 
the law was broken, and a continuing fine. 


Damages for Removing а Telephone.—At Llanelly, 
Carmarthenshire, Mr. J. B. Harries, builder, has been &warded 
damages of £20 and costs in an action brought against the National 
Telephone Company in respect of injuries alleged to have been 
sustained by defendants’ removal of a telephone; £50 was claimed. 
Plaintiff on returning home after being away found the instrument 
gone, and was subsequently told that this had been done on his 
brother's instructions; but the brother bad no authority in the 
matter. Y 


Economical aud Smokeless Steam Raising.—We 
bave received a well got-up booklet from Messrs. Meldrum Bros., 
Limited, descriptive of their “ Koker Stoker” in combination with 


- their system of forced draught. The theoretical considerations 


underlying the efficient combustion of fuel are clearly set forth. It 
is, or should be, the ambition of every steam engineer to get not 
only every ounce of eteam that it is possible for his boilers to 
evaporate, but to get this maximum output with the lowest con- 
sumption of fuel, and to burn his fuel without producing smoke. 
Any of the three objects may, without much difficulty, be attained 
independently, but to get these results simultaneously is a matter 
not so easily accomplished. ^ Boiler efficiency is often sacrificed for 
fuel efficiency, which means a low rate of combustion per square 
foot of grate, the boiler evaporating considerably below what it 
might do. A thicker fire would, unless precautions were taken, mean 
a smoky chimney. A mechanical stoker, on the coking principle, 
whilst producing comparative smokelessness, may do so, and generally 
docs so at the expense of boiler efficiency, that is, by a low-rate of 
combustion. By combining the best features of the coking stoker 
with their special system of forced draught, Messrs. Meldrum Bros. 
claim to have entirely overcome this drawback, and substantiate 
their claims by figures of tests. The followiny figures refer toa 
test made on a Babcock & Wilcox boiler at the Bristol Corporation 
Electricity Works. The total heating surface was 2,852 sq. ft., and 
the grate area 55} sq. ft. The duration of the test was six hours :— 


Kind of fuel Rhymney Washed Peas. 


Coal consumption per hour рет sq. ft. of grate... 28°23 lbs. 
Feed water temperature ... oe id .. 100° Е. 
Steam pressure m pax " . . 120 lbs. 
Actual evaporation per pound of coal... 9:64 lbs. 
j " y from and 
at 212° F. 11:2 lbs 

Percentage of clinker and ash  ... ee 118 % 

» 5„ CO, in flue gases 985 .. 98% 

И i O eu " 8 -— 0086 % 

М „ CO „ Ж MS рН, г з 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Plant.—The official 
returns relating to the imports of “foreign electrical goods and 
apparatus” into this country during April last are now available. 
Although showing the largest monthly total recorded so far this 
year, the imports are behind those during the каше month of 1901, 
having amounted to £65,363, as contrasted with £47,158 in March 
last, and £86,629 in April a year ago. During the four months 
ending April last, the imports reached a value of only £230,341, 
which compares with £408,318 in the corresponding four months of 
1901. 


- Installations.— Messrs. Baxter & Caunter, of 5, Maccles- 
field Street, W, inform us tbat they have secured the contract for the 
lighting plant at Messrs. Gamage's, consisting of three 75-Kw. ects, 
Reavell engines coupled to Taunton dynamos. They bave also 
secured the contract for Guildford, to supply a 250 KW. Willans- 
Taunton steam dynamo. 
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Holiday Resorts.—The time is approaching for the 
selection of a haven of refuge from the stress of business and the 
din of machinery, and a booklet just issued by the Great Eastern 
Railway Company, describing the attractions of the Eastern 
Counties, is highly à propos. It is beautifully illustrated, and cannot 
fail to induce many holiday makers to spend their vacation in East 
Anglia. 


Lorain Steel Company.—We understand that the 
Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company has acquired 
the electric railway business of the Lorain Steel Compauy, at 
Lorain, Ohio, formerly carried on under the name of the Steel 
Motor Company of Johnstown, Pa. 


Outing.—On 10th inst. the Electrical Staff of Messrs. 
Ogden's, Limited, held their second annual pic-nic and sports at 
Eccleston. In the morning a drive of 15 miles was arranged, 
followed by an excellent dinner at Chester and a very enjoyabletrip 
up the Dee. The sports, which were highly successful, were then 
carried out, and the party returned home vid Chester. 


Sales,—WiMwbBLEboN.—May 28th. "Tenders are wanted 
by the U.D.C. for scrap cable ends, old fire bars, &c. 

LEvTON.—June 25th. The U. D.C., having adopted steam plant, 
wants tenders for its disused gas plant, comprising three vertical 
boilers, five Dowson gas generators, with accessories, two gas- 
holders, eight gas engines and dynamos, piping, &c. See “ Official 
Notices " to-day. 

The sale of the stock and plant of an electrical engineer on 29th 
inst.is announced by Messra. Percy Huddleston & Co. For particulars 
sec our advertising pages. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. W. Macdonald & Co. 
give notice that ali communications, letters and returned empties 
must in future be addressed to 118, Queen Victoria Strect, where 
they are moviug into larger offices. ‘Their temporary telephone 
number during the change із 5507 Bank. 

Messrs. Connolly Bros. inform us that they have appointed 
Messrs. R. A. Whyte & Co., of 140 and 144, Bath Street, Glasgow, 
to be their agents for Scotland. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberavon.— At a quarterly meeting of the T.C. last week 
the Council resolved that terms be arranged with the South Wales 
Electric Power Distribution Co. for the purcbase in bulk of 
electricity at 21d. per unit. 


Abersychan.—The D.C. has been offered the supply of 
electrical energy in bulk at 24d. per unit by the South Wales 
Electric Power Distribution Company, and is considering the 
question of obtaining a prov. order to purchase in bulk aud 
distribute. 


Birkdale.—The E.L. Supply Company are getting well 
forward with their work in Birkdale and district. Тое electric 
station is nearly completed, and the current, it is hoped, will be 
supplied throughout the district by July. 


Bolton.— According to the annual accounts of the elec- 
tricity department, the output bas increased as regards 
lighting, tramways and power, from 2,131,739 units to 3,120,700 
units, an increase equivalent to 28 per cent. on the previous year. 
The small output of the previous year for motor purposes has been 
almost trebled, but notwithstauding the increase in the output, the 
quantity of coal used is less by 467 tons, viz, 12,171 thisyeur. The 
gross revenue during the year just closed was £29,809, against 
£24,006 in the previous year, whilst the cost of production 
during the year ending March, 1901, was £13,549, and 
during last year £12,151, a diminution of £1,468. The gross 
profits have increased to £17,319 from £10,544 the previous year. 
Out of this gross profit there have been paid in interest £4,912, and 
sinking fund £7,655, leaving a balance of nct profit of £4,752, equal 
to 3 per cent. on capital. Out of this £3,850 has been voted to the 
relief of rates, and £902 carried forward. Fer March 3156, 1902, 
the capital expenditure is set down at £180,258, the sinkiug fund 
paid is £21,209, thus bringing the total to £159,049. There is in 
the station 2, 800 Kw. of plant installed, which works out on the 
capital expended at £64 7s. perkw. There аге in the country several 
large stations, company and municipal, whose capital stands at over 
4100 per KW. ‘The cost of production at Bolton stands at 96d. 
per unit. 


Cults.— Messrs, Lowden Brothers & Co., of Dundee, have 
purchased the electrical supply undertaking established some few 
years ago at Cults. The works comprise buildings, boilers, engines 
and dynamos, accamulators, and a complete system of distributing 
mains. ‘The agreement concerning the lighting of the village which 
has obtained with the C.C. has been continued, and Messrs. 
Lowden will take over the installation as a going concern. 


Dacca.—A license has been granted to the Dacca 
Electric Lighting Trustees for installing the electric light in that 
town. 


Demerara, —At the annual general meeting of the 
Demerara Electric Company, Limited, of British Guiana, last 
month, it was stated that this company has now a monopoly of 
the light, power and tramway business in Demerara, as the gas 


company has been forced to close down and wind up its affairs. 
The electric plant is being extended to take up the increased busi- 
ness offered. 


Germany.—Messrs Körting Bros., of Hanover, have 
secured a contract to establish a central electric lighting station and 
an electric tramway in the {озуп of Coburg. 

The municipal authorities of Quedlinburg are raising a loan of 
£20,000 for the purpose of establishing a central electric lighting 
station in the town. А 


Godalming.—The T.C. on the 5th inst. decided to 
accept the offer of the Urban Electricity Supply, Company for street 
lighting. 

Guildford.—In reply to communications from the Town 
Council, the Guildford Electric Supply Company, Limited, has 
offered to transfer its undertaking to the Corporation at a valuation 
to be agreed upon plus £10,000 for goodwill. The total capital 
expenditure has been £26,855, and machinery to the value of £4,000 
is on order. ln view of the fact that last year's net profits were 
only £841, and that the instalment on a loan of £40,000 would mean 
an annual payment of £2,700, the Council decided not to entertain 
the company’s offer. 


Hamilton.—At the monthly meeting of the T.C. on 
13th inst., the E.L. Committee reported the acceptance of the price 
offered by Messrs. Edmundson for the generatiog station at Almada 
Hill, inclusive of buildings, for £32,302. The report was adopted. 


Heston—Isleworth.—The U.D.C. has instructed Mr. 


J. Enright to report on the subject of electric lighting and submit 
а provisional scheme at a fee of 30 guineas. 


 Leatherhead.—The Leatherhead and District Elec- 
tricity Company's new works are in an advanced stage, and energy 
will be available for consumers on July Ist, on which date the com- 
pany is under contract to supply 1,200 8-c.p. lamps at the new 
Blind School. The gencrating plant includes two Paxman high- 
pressure voilers with euperheaters, and two high-speed vertical 
50-H.r. engines, directly coupled with the dynamos, which will work 
at full load all day, charging the batteries, which are of very con- 
siderable capacity. Cables аге to be laid’ forthwith, and are being 
planned with a view to be available for the outlying parishes of 
Ashtead aud Micklebam. 'l'he company have offered to light the 
streets on the scheme recommended to the Council sometime ago, 
aud on the terms then calculated as being those for which the 
Council could do the work. The charge to consumers will be 7d. 
per unit for lighting, and 4d. for motive power. A limited number 
of premises will be wired free up to four lights, and penny-in-the- 
slot meters supplied. Messrs. Handcock & Dykes are the consulting 
engineers. 


Little Woolton.— An inquiry was held last week into 
the application of the C. D.C. for leave to borrow £1,800 for electric 
lighting purposes. Current would be supplied by the Garston 
and District Electric Bupply Company. 


London. —Snonzprren.— At the meeting on Tuesday, 

May 6th, of the Shoreditch Borough Council, the Lighting Com- 
mittee reported having considered a letter from Messrs. Turner and 
Co., solicitors, stating that they had been instructed by certain 
rate pay ers to apply to the High Court for an injunction restraining 
the Council from carrying on the business of dealers in electrical 
accessories and requesting attention to be given to the matter. The 
Committee recommended ttat the communication be simply 
received, and this was agreed to. It was further reported that 
during the past four quarters 438,366 138. 11d. had been received 
for cnergy supplied, work done by the wiring and fitting depart- 
ment, &c.; £10,820 108. of this was the lighting of public offices, 
weekly accounts, £c. 16 was also reported that the new generating 
stution in Whiston Street will be opened on June 16th. 
+ PADDINCTON.— The Electric and Gas Committee recently presented 
a report statiug that it had been in communication with the Metro- 
politan Electric Supply Company relative to the price charged for 
lighting Westbourne Terrace with electricity. At present the com- 
pany supplied for the sum of £30 per arc lamp per annum, the 
energy, lamps, mains, carbon and all labour iavolved in the trimming 
and maintenance thereof; 14 lamps beiug inthe thoroughfare, the total 
sum paid was £420a year. The company, having regard to the small 
number of lights installed, declined to reduce their charves. 
Pursuant to iastructions, the surveyor of the Council prepared 
schemes for the re-installation of a system of gas lighting, and the 
Committee recommended that the Council adopt such a scheme, but 
the question wasadjourned for six months. 

SouTHWARK.—The M. B. C. has received a letter from the County 
of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Company, 
Limited, offering to supply energy for all-night public lighting in 
bulk at a flat rate of 2d. per unit. The communication was referred 
to a committee. 

MahkYLEBONE.—<An arbitration inquiry under the Lands Clauses 
Acts is proceeding before Mr. C. A. Russell, К.С. (umpire), Mr. 
Robert Vivers, and Mr. W. C. Ryde (arbitrators), at the Surveyors’ 
Institution, Great George Strect, Westminster, to decide the amount 
to be paid by the Marylebone Borough Council to the Metro- 
politan Electric Supply Company, Limited, for the acquisition by 
the Council of that portion of the company’s undertakiny situate 
in the borough., The counsel emploved include (for the Metro- 
politan Company! Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., Mr. Cripps, К C., Mr. 
Ernest Moon, KC., Mr. C. H. Sargent and Mr. А. T. Lawrence 
(instructed by Messrs. Barlow & Barlow); and for the Borough 
Council, Sir Edward Clarke, K.C., Mr. Fletcher Moulton, K.C., Lord 
Robert Cecil, K.C., and Mr. A. B. Kane (instructed by Messrs. Green- 
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well & Co.) The amount claimed by the company reaches the 
enormous sum of £2,771,708, apart from what is claimed under the 
compulsory purchase clause. The inquiry at present stands 
adjourned to 26th inst. The opening proceedings consisted of a 
statement by Mr. Balfour Browne, who gave a history of the com- 
pany and of its electrical association with the borough of St. Mary- 
lebone, after which Mr. J. Conacher, manager of the Metropolitan 
Company, was examined. 


. Loughborough.—The Т.С. has decided to apply to the 
B. of T. for a further extension of the time within which the 
electrical powers of the Corporation are to be carried into effect. 


Lowestoft.—At a T.C. meeting the resident electrical 
engineer, Mr. Bruce, reported that there are now 11,495 8-c.p. 
lamps connected. The Local Government Board has granted the 
loan of £7,143 for a new 500-K w. set and condensing plant. 


Macclestield.— According to the Contract Journal, the 
T.C. is favourably considering an offer from a syndicate to lease 
electric lighting powers from the Corporation, and to construct 
electric tramways in the town. The scheme is a large one, including 
connections to other towns within the intluence of Macclesfield, 
and involves an estimated cost of £500,000. 


Morecambe. — The U.D.C., which has received a 
preliminary charter of incorporation, has resolved to adopt the 
suggestion of Mr. Pape, electrical engineer, and stock prepayment 
meters. An additional sum of «3,500 has been borrowed for the 
extensions and East Street sub-station. It was estimated that the 
undertaking would burden the rates to the extent of £2,178, but the 
deficit only came to £1,632. The revenue for last year increased 
ty £177 18., and the gross profit by £120 17s. 5d. The amount 
repaid in principal and paid as interest during the year was £3,356 
148. 7d., against £2,281 2s. 9d. last year. 


Newport.—The year’s working of the electricity under- 
taking was reported last week to have resulted їп a profit of £859, 
as against a deficit of £2,760 on the preceding year. There were 
579 consumers, or an increase on the year of 121, and the explana- 
tion of the difference in the two years was not coal, but manage- 
ment, as the working expenses were £1,208 5s. less. The total sum 
earned for the year was £12,323 6s. 2d.; cost of works, £5,892 
10s. 6d.; interest and sinking fund, £5,571 128. 7d. The capital 
expenditure of the year had been £5,328; whilst the capital ex- 
penditure up to date on the undertaking had been £102,882. 


Newry.—The U.D.C. has refused the application of 
Messrs. R. Foster & Co. for leave to lay a cable under the street 
from Messrs. Н. Thomson & Co.’s premises for a supply of electricity. 
Messra. Foster ought now to carry the cable overhead without leave. 


Poland.— The Schuckert Company, of Nuremberg, has 
prepared plans for a projected central station for electric lighting 
and power purposes in the town of Warsaw. 


Pontypridd.—One of our Welsh correspondents, referring 
to the deadlock between the South Wales Electrical Power Distri- 
bution Company and the Ponty pridd Urban Council on the subject 
of electrical supply tothe town, and the absurd attitude of the local 
Council in conceiving that it can supply the energy at a 
lower rate than a great company like the Welsh company, writes 
that the Council is now being pressed to consider another very 
important point. The company has the absolute right to lay its 
mains through every street in the town, and it is not at all likely 
that it will allow the Council to supply energy for lighting at 34d. 
per unit, and for power at 2d. per unit, when it can supply energy 
for both purposes at 17d. per unit. The L.G.B. has recently twice 
refused a loan for electricity supply to a corporation to which a 
great power company had offered to supply in bulk at 24d. per 
per unit. The South Wales Power Company offers energy to the 
Pontypridd Council at 1id. per unit, and there is a probability that 
the Council will ride for a fall if it insists on going before the 
L G.B. fora loan. By accepting the company's offer, the Cougcil 
will by figures before the public, not only save a considerable 
yearly sum, but WII also be saved a capital expenditure of over 
£30,000. The Rhondda and the Bridgend District Councils have 
geen the wisdom of this step, and the Barry Council is negotiating. 


Portsmouth.—The E. L. Committee has not only wiped 
out the £800 deficit of last year, but has a balance in hand of about 
£3,500, so that over £4,000 profit has been made. 


Spain.—A company has just been formed at Alcala de 
Henares to establish and work a central electric lighting station in 
the town. At first, a 60-u.¥. Crossley gas engine and dynamo аге 
to be installed. 

It is proposed to put down plant to utilise the water-power of 
the River Sinca at Ballobar in the generation of electrical energy 
for lighting and power purposes. Application has just been made 
for the necessary concession. | 

The 0.8. Vice-Consul at Madrid reports that a new electrical 
company has been formed in that city, with а capital of 6,000,000 
pesetas, for utilising tor illumination, motive power, traction, 
heating, &c., the energy of a waterfall in the Jarama River, situated 
at а distance of 11 miles from Madrid. 
devcloped. 


Spennymoor.—The B. of T. approved the test of the 
cables on tbe 12th inst, and the Northern Counties Electricity 
Supply Company are now about to supply current to about 2,000 
lights. 


About 3,000 n.r. will be . 


Swansea.—Messrs. Vivian & Sons have applied for 
motive power to drive their extensive plant at Hafod Tyha nickel 
works. This is about the first application of the kind that has been 
made, and the possibilities of development in such an industrial 


centre as this, of this particular form of power, cannot be over- 
estimated. 


Surbiton.—At a meeting of the D.C. last week it was 
resolved that the agreement with Messrs. Callender be sealed by 


the Council and instructions given to Messrs. Callender to com- 
mence the work at once. 


Swindon.—The Corporation has decided to apply to 
the В. of T. for one year's extension of the time allowed by the prov. 
order for the completion of the Council's scheme for electric 
lighting and traction. The tender of a Manchester firm for the 
supply, delivery, and laying of feedér and distributing cables, 
conduits, &c., for £5,411 1s. 1d. has been accepted. 


Valparaiso.—The Chilian Legation at Paris is receiving 
proposals for lighting Valparaiso and working the tramway lines 
by electricity. 


` Welsh Coal Mining.—The developments in connection 
with the South Wales Electric Power Distribution Company are 
bringing the question of an extended utilisation of electricity in 
coal mines into great prominence. Already electricity is largely 
used in à number of Welsh collieries for lighting the surface aud thc 
pit bottom and for underground haulage—the latter under «qualified 
conditions of radius. At Cwmoman Colliery, for instance (in the 
Aberdare Valley), there are two electric plants, and the management 
is arranging to put up а small haulage plant as well Expert 
opinion seems to indicate a large opening for the use of electricity 
in what is known as "tecondary haulage” in the Welsh coalfield, 
and indeed there is a strong belief that as soon as the Distribution 
Company is prepared to supply electric power, it will be largely 
used in many Welsh collieries for at least all intermittent work. 
And there are still wider possibilities ahead. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Austria.—An electric tramway has lately been completed 
in the town of Marienbad. The line, which was opened for traffic 
on the 14th inst., has been built by Messrs. Ganz & Co., of Buda- 
Pesth, for the Marienbad Municipal authorities. 


Belgium.—The Railway Commission of the Senate has 
been informed by the Government that the latter has decided to 
accord the concession of the Brussels—Antwerp electric railway to 
private enterprise. This decision has been taken after due con- 
sideration of the peculiar circumstances which govern the working 
of tbe proposed line, and which impose the condition that the 
Antwerp— Brussels line should be worked more as an inter-urban 
tramway than the section of an international line, even in the 
event of the electrification of the various railways of the State, a 
project at present being studied by the department. 


Birkenhead.—4At a meeting of the T.C. last week, 
Mr. P. W. Atkin asked whether it might not be advisable to use 
petroleum 211 for sprinkling the tracks? Experience in other 
places had shown that by using petroleum on the track they could 
getrid of the dust, and the use of petroleum would have & good 
effect on the blocks, as it would prevent them from shrinking or 
swelling. 


Carshalton.—Members of the U.D.C. who attended at 
the House of Lords to give evidence in favour of the B.E.T. Co.'s 
Bill, have been very outspoken in their comments at not being 
permitted to give evidence, and think that the local portions of the 


Bill would have been passed had they been allowed to speak on 
local needs. 


Cheltenham.—Considerable discussion has taken place 
as to whether Gloucester or Cheltenham shall be the centre of the 
system of electric tramways which Mr. Nevins is about to construct 
in Gloucestershire. The point at issue is whether the line will be 
permitted to run through High Street, Cheltenham, opposition 
having been raised on the ground that the trams will interfere with 
customers who desire that their carriages may remain for a shor і 
time outside shops whilst their aristocratic owners are making pur- 
chases. It is pointed out in the local press that although the con- 
venience of all classes of society should be considered as far as 
possible in these matters, it will not be politic to allow a minority 
of the community to stand in the way of what will undoubtedly be 
a boon to the great majority. : 

The Cheltenham T.C. has investigated a charge made against Mr. 
Hall, the borough surveyor, to the effect that, whilst he had agreed 
to devote his whole time to the work of the Corporation, he had 
done work for—and accepted money from—Mr. Nevins in respect 
of the laying of the tramways. At a special meeting of a select 
committee appointed to deal with the accusation, Mr. Hall admitted 
having received £1,000, but contended that of this amount £653 
was swallowed up by out-of-pocket expenses. The committee in 
their report state that, whilst acquitting Mr. Hall of any corrupt or 
unworthy motive, they regard his acceptance of the money as a 
serious breach of his engagement to devote his whole time to the 
business of the Corporation. | 
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The Light Railway Commissioners last week resolved, after hold- 
ing an inquiry, to recommend the В. of T. to authorise a suburban 
extension of about eight miles of the present light railway system 
at Cheltenham. The scheme, which will cost £120,000, was opposed 
by several people on the ground that it would destroy the character 
of the town and drive away the residential clasees! Evidence in 
support of the extensions was given by Mr. Edward Dodd, of 
Birmingham. 


Gloucester.—The R.D.C. has been approached by the 


City Authority, the County Council, and by Mr. Nevins over the ' 


dispute as to whether the latter or the city authorities sball have 
the right to work electric cars over a small piece of roadway just 
ontside Gloucester. The rural body, after a considerable discussion, 
arrived at a decision whicb, whilst neither favouring one scheme nor 
the other, expressed approval of electric tramways and advised the 
parties concerned to consider the interests of tbe public by coming 
to an amicable understanding. Both thecity aud county authorities. 
have issued the statutory notices, and the latter bas decided to con- 
vene a special meeting, when an amicable settlement may be 
arranged. 


Heston—Isleworth. — The U.D.C. has approved the 
plans of the L.U.T. for their authorised tram line along Staines 
Road, Hounslow, to Baber Bridge. 


London.—ALrxANDpRA ParacE.—Mr. Chas, Townley, 
one of the Islington trustees of the A.P., protests against the state- 
ment that the trustees are unanimously in favour of an electric 
railway. The statement, as issued by Mr. R. M. Littler (chairman 
of the trustees) refers to the electric railway which formerly 
carried y assengers from Wocd Green to the Palace, and the trustees 
having been urged to reconstruct the line, "the whole of the 
trustees are in favour" of the same. The route proposed by the 
Middlesex County Council will be in two portions :— 

1. Aline, in physical connection with Finsbury and Islington, 
turning off in the Green Lanes, and traversing Turnpike Lane, 
Hornsey, a! d Priory Road, to the Hornsey Gate. 

2. A short line from Wood Green over the Great Northern Rail- 
way to near the Wood Green Gate, and connected with Enfield, 
Edmonton and Tottenham. 

The machinery for working the railway will be placed in an 
annexe to the Palace, and will be considered as a subject for public 
exhibition. It is also proposed to light the Palace from such 
machinery, aud if possible start a technical school of electrical 
engineering under the Middlesex County Council. It is also stated 
by Mr. Littler that the majority of the trustees are in favour of 
electric lifts from the light railway termini up the hill, for no tram- 
way is to be allowcd in the Park itself. 


London Underground Railways.—The Committee of 
the House of Lords, presided over by Lord Ribblesdale last weck, 
concluded its deliberations on the ten underground electric railway 
Bills which bad been remitted to it. The following are the Bills 
considered :— | 

Charing Cross, Easton & Hampstead (Nos. 1, 2and 3) Passed. 
Edgware & Hampstead oe sist za ... Passed. 


Islington & Euston ... Rejected. 
City & Crystal Palace ... ... Rejected. 
Great Northern & City .. Passed. - 
Great Northern & Strand ... Passed. 
North-West London .. Passed. 
Baker Street & Waterloo . Passed. 


The tbree last named only sougbt extension of time for the com- 
pletion of authorised liaes. The Charing Cross & Hampstead, the 
Edgware & Hampstead, and the Great Northern & City embrace 
about 9 miles of line, with a capital of something approaching five 
millions. The two rejected schemes would bave measured nearly 
10 miles between them, and their capital would have been about 
БА millions, Ia the group of tube railway Bills which is before 
Lord Windsor's Committee, the withdrawal of the City & North-East 
Suburban Bill in consequence of the Committee having refused to 
sanction the City end of the line, marks the-desth of the second Bill 
in this group, the Charing Cross & Hammersmith measure naving 
previously been rejected. These two railways would have aggregated 
over 20 miles of route, and some eight or nine millions of capital 
was proposed. 


Mandalay.—The Burma Electric Works Syndicate has 
asked for an extension of time to construct the electric tramway, 
which is to be commenced before December 6*h, 1902, and to be 
completed before December 6th, 1905. 


Mersey Railway.—According the Morning Post, the 
Westinghouse Machine Company of East Pittsburg is about to make 
a shipment of machinery for the new power station of the Mersey 
Railway, which is being adapted for electric traction by the West- 
inghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company. The shipment will 
consist cf two cross compound engines of 2,000 н.р. each, and two 
1,200-Kw. generators to be connected directly with them. The com- 
pany is about to double the productive capacity of its works at 
Pittsburg, at a cost of £300,000. 


Mexico.—La Compagnie Industrielle de Guadalajara is 
about to construct an electric tramway between the town of 
Guadalajara and the suburb of Analco. 


North Metropolitan Tramways.—According to the 
Daily Chronicle, it would appear tbat the British Electric Traction 
Company, baving come to an agreement with the County Councils of 
Middlesex ага Hertfordshire, is prepared to absorb the North 
Metropolitan Tramways Company's undertaking. The Middlesex 
County Council bas already agreed to hand over the greater part of 


its district on a 30 years’ lease to a private undertaking, that in the 
case of the Hertfordshire County Council being of 12 years longer 
duration. The lines which have been authorised, or for which 
applications for authorisation are pending, include the greater 
portion of north and north-east Middlesex, with some parts of 
Hertfordshire, and the promoters have recognised that the new 
system would be incomplete without such a “feeder” as would be 
supplied by the lines of the North Metropolitan Company, hence 
the offer which bas been made to the shareholders in this company. 
The London County Council already owns the bulk of the North 
Metropolitan lines, and in eight years' time the lease which the 
company now holds will expire. If, in 1910, the Council is in the 
same mind as at present, that lease will not be renewed, and the 
traffic will be worked direct. But, in the meantime, the Council bas 
deposited its plans for the electrification of all the lines, and tbis 
will have to be carried out іп any case. All that the new arrange- 
ment will secure will be the lines in Hornsey, Tottenham, aud 
Edmonton, which are purchaseable in 1905, the unexpired lease of 
eight years, and the plant and rolling stock of the old company. 


Nottingham, — The Woodborongh Road—Mapperley 


section of the Corporation electric tramways was opened for 
traffic on 13th inst. | 


Oldham.—The formal opening of the Oldham Corporation 
Electrical Tramways took place on Monday. The full scheme, 
which will consist of 21 miles of route, and a total length of single 
track of 30 miles, has not yet been completed. Electric cars now 
run from Hollins Road, round by Copsler Hill Road, Ashton Road, 
and King Street to the borough boundary at Chadderton, from tbe 
boundary at Hollinwood to the boundary at Waterhead, from Lees- 
brook to Mumps, and on a circular route from the Star Inn by Park 
Road, Mumps, and Union Street—12 miles in all. The lengths not yet 
open are from Middleton Road to the Royton boundary, Featherstall 
Road section, from Ripponden Road to Moorside, and Shaw Road 
and Egerton Street. At the invitation of the chairman and membérs 
of the Tramways Committee, a large number of ladies and gentlemen 
assembled at the Town Hall, and subsequently proceeded in eight 
epecial and gaily decorated cars to Hollinwood. The first car was 
started by Mrs. H. Chadwick, wife of Alderman Chadwick, chairman 
of the Committee, and the second by Mrs. J. A. Hanson, wife of 
Councillor Hanson, vice-chairman. At Hollinwood, and again at 
Waterhead, Councillor J. А. Hanson declared the route, which was 
only passed on 15th inst. by Major Druitt, of the Board of Trade, 


open to the public. The party then went to Wallshaw car depót, 


where the Mayor, Councillor J. Eckersley, unveiled & tablet con- 
taining tbe names of the members of the Committee and the officials, 
and Alderman Cbadwick formally opened the car depót. Luncheon 
was afterwards partaken of at the Town Hall. The tramways 
in Oldham were originally constructed by the Corporation 
under Parliamentary powers. The first section running through- 
out the town was laid in 1880, and was constructed for horse 
traffic. Anextension was made іп 1884, а track being laid north 
and south across the borough suitable for steam traffic. Tae sections 
were leased separately on completion to two different companies, 
the leases being arranged to terminate on October 31st, 1901, when 
power to use and work the same reverted to the Corporation. 'Ihe 
Corporation obtained powers for reconstructing the. existing and 
laying fresh routes. The following is a brief summary of the 
estimate presented at the Board of Trade inquiry :—New routes 
(including land for car depót), £91,891; reconstruction of old 
routes, £91,778; electrical equipment, £37,901; car depót at 
Mumps, £27,102; cars, £121,500. Supplementary estimate (to be 
presented to the B. of T.) :— Reconstruction of old routes, £17,316 ; 
electrical equipment, £11,520 ; car depót at Neville Street, £28,026 ; 
total, £427,034. The Barrow Hematite Steel Company, Limited, have 
supplied 2,000 tons of rails, and Mesers. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, 
are now completing a 3,000 tons contract. Approximately 183 pairs 
of points and 279 crossings have been used in the track laid down. 
Messrs. Glover & Co., of Salford, have been the contractors for 
the bonds, and up to the present have supplied about 12,000. 
The cables are manufactured by Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co, Ltd., 


and the insulation is impregnated paper, lead-covered. It is pro- 


posed to fix telephones to each section pillar, pmmupicating with 
the car shed. The manufacturers of the trolley wire are Messrs. 
Smith & Sons, Anaconda Works, Salford. The overhead fittings are 
mostly supplied by Messrs. Estler Bros. Guard wires are fixed 
where necessary. The car depót at Wallshaw was con- 
structed to accommodate 70 cars. There are eight tracks into the 
аероб diverging from a single track at the entrance. There are 
workshops at the end of the building. The construction of the 
track, building of depóts, erection of standards and overhead equip- 
ment and cables, have been designed and carried out by Mr. S. A. 
Pickering, borough engineer, with Mr. H. Clegg as his assistant. 
Messrs. Hewitt & Rhodes, of Manchester, have acted as consulting 
electrical engineers for the overhead and underground equipment, 
as wel as for the cars and car shed. The whole of the 
track was constructed by Corporation workmen. The contractors 
for all other work are as follows :— Electrical equipment, Messrs. 
W. T. Glover & Co, Limited, Mancherter; rails, fishplates, &c., 
Messrs. The Barrow Hematite Steel Company, Limited, and Messre. 
Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, London; points and crossings, Messrs. 
Askham Bros. & Wilson, Limited, Sheffield; care, Messrs. the 
Electric Railway and Tramway Carriage Company, Limited, Preston; 
car depot, Mr. Edward Stephenson, Oldbam ; car depot (steel work’, 
Mr. John Mundy, Glasgow. 


Paris—Versailles.—The new Paris—Versailles electric 
railway is now completely finished and the formal opening will 
tuke place on June Ist. There will be four intermediate stations on 
the new line. 
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Proposed Glasgow — Edinburgh Mono-Railway.— 
It is announced that Mr. Behr has been instructed to prepare plans 
for a railway on the mono-rail principle between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, and a start has been made with the survey, preparatory 
to the promotion of a Bill in Parliament next session. 


Richmond and Hampton Court.—The L.U.T. are 
employing large numbers of men in laying the track on this route, 
and the lines are down from Richmond Bridge to Twickenham and 
from Kingston Bridge to Hampton Court. Negotiations have still 
to be completed with the Teddington authorities before any work 
is done in the district. 


Rochester.—The T.C. has decided to have a tramway 
system of its own, and is about to apply to the Light Railway Com- 
missioners for an order. Plans have been prepared by the city 
surveyor (Mr. William Banks) which the Corporation bas accepted. 

The Cbatham and District Tramways Company are making the 
last preparations preliminary to running their electric system of 
tramways. Hundreds of workmen bave been employed in clearing 
out the grooves for the tram wheels. This has been rendered 
necessary because in many places the concrete bas run into the iron 
grooves and has had to be “ picked " out. The system as laid down 
in Cbatham, Luton and New Brompton, ia very comprehensive, and 
will prove & great boon to the combined districts. 


Spain.—A mountain electric tramway has just been 
completed between San Sebastian and Monte Ulia. 


South Shields, —À special meeting of the South Shields 
Town Council was held on the 15th inst. to consider inter alia the 
question of the promotion of a new Bill for a system of clectric 
tramways ia tbat borough. The scheme promoted by the British 
Electric Traction Co. for an electrical light railway from South 
Shields to Sunderland, having been thrown out by the Committec of 
the House of Lords, clears the way for the local authorities, for it 
was intended that the light railway should run right into the centre 
of the town, and in this fact lay the main cause of the opposition 
that the South Shields Council offered. The Tramways Committee 
recommended the Council to promote in the next session of Parlia- 
ment a Bill to enable it to provide an adequate scheme of tramways 
for the borough, and that a Sub-Committee be appointed to settle 
route, gauge, system, &c. In the course of the discussion it was 
suggested that before they went to Parliament they should obtain 
tenders for running powers. Eventually the motion was carried. 
It may be mentioned that the British Electric Traction Company 
already have running powers, under anotber Act, over part of the 
trame, and are also lcseees of the present system. 


Sunderland, — The Tramways Committee of the 
Corporation at its last meetir g decided to prepare specifications for 
the work of construction of the tramway extension at Pallion and 
to Fulwell, as well as the alteration of the existing lines at the 
corner of Tatham Street and Borough Road and in High Street West, 
and to ask for tenders for the work. 


Surrey.—The County Council has arrived at a satis- 
factory understanding with the L.U.T., who undertake to widen 


High Street, Merton, and pay £100 per annum per mile of main 
road traversed. 


Wallasey.—The final ronte cf the new Wallasey Tram- 
ways was inspected by Colonel Von Donop, representing the Board 
of Trade, on Friday, and opened for traflie on Saturday last. The 
route lies from Seacombe to Newbrighton, viá Liscard village 
and Sea Bank Road. This length completes the nine miles of 
track for which powers were obtained under the Wallasey Council 
Omnibus Bill. 

Experiments have been carried out at Wallasey with a new life- 
guard, the invention of Mr. A. Royle, Sutton Oak, St. Helens. The 
guard is constructed on the gate principle, the edges of the hinged 
gate and of the “catcher” being covered with india-rubber, in 
order to minimise the risk of injury to a person with whom the 
guard may come in contact. The inventor claims that the guard 
will pick up obstacles, large or small, which may be on the track, 
and that a person would be carried safely on the guard until the car 
could be stopped. 


ELECTROMOBILE NOTES. 


Car Charging.—We understand that last week two cf 
the cars takiog part in tbe races, and belonging to the British 
Electromobile Company, were charged at the Tunbridge Wells 
electricity vo-ks on their way down to Bexhill. One of these cars 
was the wiuver of the Electric Tourist Race" On the return 
journey avery бое car belonging to Mr. Roger Wallace, K.C., was 
charged. The arrangements for charging the cars were excellent, 
and as the town jx midway between London and Bexhill, по doubt 
many electric cars will in the near future avail themselves of the 
accommodation provided. 


Electric Mail Vau.—On Tuesday morning the new 
electrical mail van, which was described and illustrated in our issue 
of May 9th, started its daily run from Mount Pleasant, its tirst load 
beiug a special delivery of mails to Waterloo. This is the first 
Cccasion that an English-built eiectrical motor van has been used 


| post. 


for tbis purpose, and the postal authorities are giving the new 
system an extended trial in the City and West End services. 
Reliability is, of course, a most important factor, and the authorities 
and the contractors, Messrs. Julius Harvey & Co., of Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C., after considerable tests, have selected one of the Carl 
Oppermann's electric delivery vans made in Clerkenwell, the motive 
power being furnished by a set of “А ВС” electric accumu- 
lators (Oppermann patent). 

From the result of tbe trials already made, those iuterested are 
very sanguine of the ultimate success of this new system, and it 
their hopes are fulfilled, a large number of electrical mail vans will 
soon be running in London. 


Motor Car Trials at Bexhill.—The energy and enter- 
prise of the “ Тһе Automobile Club of Great Britain and Ireland,” 
chairman, committee, secretary and officials, as well as many of the 
private members, calla for the highest commendation. At their 
Озуп cost, and in conjunction with the Earl De La Warr, they have 
constructed a special course on the sea front of Bexhill solely for 
the trial of motor cars, a movement to foster the motor car industry 
in this country emulating similar motor car trial courses in France, 
at Acheres, and Vincennes, aud in America, Germany aud Belgium, 
which are known. to have materially assisted the progress of the 
motor car industry in those countries. | 

On Whit Monday, the 19th iast., the Automobile Club held their 
inaugurative race meeting and exhibition runs of motor cars; all 
the best known motor cars of the world were there aud ran in the 
contests. Most carefully prepared rules and regulations for the 
races and trials were arranged by the Races Committee of the club, 
amongst whom Mr. E. Manville, Mr. E. Hutton and Mr. Gorham 
were conspicuous, whilst the timing of the vehicles was in the 
hands of the referee, Lieut.-Col. К. E. Crompton, Mr. R. E. 
Phillips, who took the time with his electric timing apparatus, and 
Mr. Harry J. Swindley. The cars taking part in the trials and 
races were divided into classes, viz, tourist cars, motor cycles, light 
voiturettes, heavy сагв, &c. Steam, petrol and electric cars were all 
represented. The course, despite the very inclement weather and 
heavy rain, was in capital order; it was completely enclosed by 
barriers, and was kept by the local police. Bexhill is now a charm- 
ing seaside town, and there are good hotels with accommodation 
for motor cars The example set by Bexhill will doubtless be fol- 
lowed by other fashionable resorts, and motor car courses will be set 
up in other parts of the country. 

The course at Bexhill is a kilometre (1,098 yards) long between 
the starting and stopping poste; there is 160 yards down gradient, 
Galley Hill, about 1 in 12, to enable the cars to obtain a flying 
start before passing the starting post, and there is about 300 yarda 
at the end of the course for pulling up after passing the stopping 
The course is most pleasantly arranged right on the sea front ; 
it is nearly straight, and allows a good view from either side of 
nearly the whole length. It has a hard gravelled surface, plenty of 
room for two or three cars abreast, and is an almost ideal track; 
after the many raceson Monday, and despite the rough weather, the 
track showed very few signs of wear. 

Our chief interest, of course, was ia the electric section. There 
was a race for electric tourist cars, entrance fee 14 guineas. First 
prize, value £5 5s, was given by Messrs. S. Smith & Sons, 9, Strand, 
London, W.C. "There were three entries, but only two turned up, 
viz. :— Mr. I. F. Ochs, with a Surrey (City and Suburban Company), 
weight of which, with batteries, was given as 14 tons; and Mr. 
Theodore Chambers with a British Electromobile Company's car, 
weight given as 19 cwts. Mr. Ochs's car won this heat, doing the 
kilometre in 2 min. 1; secs, equal to 185 miles per hour, but as 
Mr. Ochs had the best station, aud got away first from the start, 
there was not much betweenthe twocars. Inthe next race, Class E, 
for electric racing vehicles (entrauce fee, 3 guineas) there were two 
vehicles only, viz , Mr. E. W. Hart, with a British Electromobile Co.'s 
car, and Mr. R. D. Wallace, K.C., chairman of the club, with a Krieger 
car. Mr. Wallace had Mr. Percy Northey and two other passengers, 
whilst Mr. Hart's car, with three passengers, viz, Mr. Henry Е. 
Joel, Mr. Cuckerton, the secretary of tne British Electromobile Co., 
and Mr. W. D. G. Brown, their electrical engineer, was driven by 
Mr. Teal, and won easily in 1 mia. 46 secs, or 21:1 miles per hour. 
The weight cf this car was given by Mr. Chambers as 37 cwt. This, 
with four men aboard, would make 2:15 tons. "The electric current 
taken at top speed was 120 amperes 90 volts, equal to 14:5 E. H. P.; 
this works out at 210 watt-hours per ton-mile. The batteries of 
48 cells are equally divided over the front and back wheels, with two 
3-H.P. electric motorsdriving theback wheels througbtoothed gearing. 
The general design of this car is on the now familiar lines of the petrol 
cars witha “ bonnet” cover in front. It is a tourist car, and was not 
built on racing lines, the power absorbed by windage alone at the 
21-mile speed being approximately З н.р., and this, of course, was 
against hiyh epeed ; but the speed of the car was about the average 
speed attained in the Tourist Classes, with petrol and other cars, 
aud compares favourably with them, whilst the perfect smoothness 
of running, starting and stopping, were admirabla qualities which 
go far to wake the ideal motor car, and which in themselves have 
justified the great interest and hard pioneer work given by the 
enthusiasts in solving the problem ot a successful electric motor 
«ar. Speeds of 58 miles an hour (Jenatzy, ia 1899), and 70 miles 
an hour (Laubat), have been attained with electric cars; itis simply 
a questiou of the power put ou the car. 

There was a very large gatheriug of the-many notabilities of the 
club, and many thousands of interested spectators: the speed of 
some of the cars—54 miles an hour -was a source of great iuterest, 
and, indeed, astonishment to the ordinary sightseer, and the meeting 
Was a great success. We hope it will be followed by other trials of 
motor ears, particularly of the electric cars, аз so much is to be 
learned from them. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australian Cable Tariff, — The Eastern Extension, 
Australasia, and China Telegraph Company notifies that a tentative 
arrangement has been come to with the Federal Government of 
Australia by which the reduced tariffs now in force in the four 
contracting States—3s. per word for ordinary, 2s. for Government, 
and 1s. for Press telegrams — will be applied to the States of 
Victoria and Queensland pending the negotiations which the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Barton) proposes to conduct with the company's 
directors in London for a uniform agreement for the whole Common- 
wealth. 'The reduced rates will come into force on the first day of 
next month. | 


Cable Ship to the Rescue. — We understand that 
during the recent disasters at Martinique the cable ship Powjer 
Querticr brought to Fort de France 436 persons, who were for the 
most part former residents of Précheur, and to whose rescue she 
had to pass through clouds of burning cinders. At another time she 
rescued 923 persons, and at the same time piloted the Danish 
cruiser Valkyrien, with 1,500 refugees on board. The Pouyer 
(Juerlier distributed among the sufferers large quantities of biscuits, 
milk, wine, cheese, and other provisions. 


Fires.— The National Telephone Company's Exchange at: 


Norwich narrowly escaped being destroyed on the 14th inst. by a 
бге, which broke out during the dinner hour in the titters' shop in 
the upper storey of the Exchange building. By the prompt arrival 
of the fire brigade the damage was fortunately confined to the 
workshop. The company's District Exchange at Morrison Street, 
Glasgow, was completely destroyed on 20th inst., the damage 
being estimated at £2,500. 


Grantham Telephones, —Sanction has been obtained to 
borrow £1,500 for a municipal telephone service. 


Progress of the British Pacitic Cable, —The following 


is an extract from an Australian paper :— 


“Norfolk Island, March 20th. 


“The steamer Titus, from Sydney, reached the anchorage at 
Anson's Bay at 7 a.m. on the 7th inst. She discharged some 400 
tons of materials for the Cable Company, and sailed for the islands at 
2 p.m. on the 17th. She was very fortunate in getting fine easterly 
weather during her stay, and great credit is due to the islanders for 
having boated and landed the cargo so quickly. She expects to 
reach here en route to Sydney on April 18th. 

“The cable steamer Anglia, Captain Leach, reached Anson's Bay 
at daylight on Tuesday, 18th inst., and shortly afterwards made 
preparations for landing the cable. It was floated ashore attached 
to caeks. А long hawser was first landcd and made fast ashore, and 
the cable thus bauled ashore by steam power from the Anglia. At 
noon it was safely ashore and attached to the cable house. The 
Anglia then procecded to sea some 12 miles, where she had cut and 
buoyed the cable connection with Southport, Brisbane. This was 
picked up and spliced, and we were then in communication with 
the wide world. The same evening the steamer reached the 
anchorage at Kingston, and yesterday discharged 80 tons of cable 
materials. This morning she proceeds to Anson’s Bay to lay this 
end of the Fiji line. This will be paid out for about 30 miles, and 
wil then be cut and buoyed. She w.llthen lay the New Zealand 
section at Anson's Bay, and afterwards proceed with the laying of 
the cable acroes to New Zealand. "This should be accomplished in 
a couple of days' time, so that by the end of this week we should be 
connected with New Zealand. Unfortunately when trying to land 
at Anson's Bay on the 18th inst., the sLip’s boat, with operators and 
instruments, was swamped in the breakers. The occupants got а 
soaking, as also did the instruments, but nobody was hurt and 
nothing lost. Nearly the whole of the island people assembled at 
Anson's Bay to see the cable brought ashcre, and when it was fixed 
sang the National Anthem and gave three hearty cheers for his 
Majesty the King. 

“Mr. Lucas, representing the cable company, and Mr. Bent, who 
will be the local manager here, assisted by a staff of operators, were 
engaged yesterday testing the cable. Everything was found in 
order, and messages have already been transmitted to London and 
Australia. 

“The work of carting the material for the houses (five in num- 
ber) is being rapidly curried out. A large staff of carpenters, &c , 
are at work, and very shortly the buildings will be up. 

"Last night the IH gave a display of rockets, fireworks, &c. 
It was a grand sight. 

"'[here is now employment for most people here, and things arc 
very brisk." 


Telegraphic Communication with the Continent.— 
In reply to a letter from the Association of Chambers of Commerce 
urging the establishment of additional and improved cables between 
the United Kingdom and the Continent, the following letter has 
been received from the Post Otice : —'' Iam to assure the association 
that no effort is spared by this department to improve and accelerate 
the telegraphic service to and from the Continent by every means 
at its disposal. The association was informed on April 18th last 
year that an additional cable hed just beeu laid to the Netherlands, 
and 1 am now to state that the proposed new cable to Germany has 
also been laid. These cables are of the latest type, and are во 
constructed as to yield the best attainable results in practical 
working. Atthesame time a direct wire bas been opened between 
Liverpool ара Paris. With reference to the coguate question of 
telephonic communication with the Continent, provision has been 


made for a direct telephone service between England and Belgium 
by meaus of a new cable which has been laid this month. As 
regards the Anglo-French telephone service, the negotiations for an 
extension of the service to provincial towns in both countries have 
recently been brought to a successful conclusion; and the Post- 
master-General hopes to open this extension, so far as is practicable 
under existing conditions, as soon as the necessary arrangements 
can be carried out in co-operation with the French Administration. 
—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, J. C. LamB.”— The Times. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLBS, ў 


Latakia-Cyprus .. oe - ee oe 
Alexandria-Laruaca .. Se es ee 


ee Jan, 19, 1902 ee ee 
Pueito Plata-Martinique ss a 


. May Б, 1902 


St. ILucia-Martinique .. oe .. Мау 7, 1902  .. 

St. Lucia-Bt, Vincent. oe . . May 7, 1902 ae 

St. Lucia-Grenada " x vs ec .. May 7, 1902 

Guadeloupe- Martinique ix .. May 7, 1902 E n 

Dominica-Martinique .. x sa. i we .. May 5,1902 ғ: és 
LANDLINES :— 


“ Pia Hanekin" on Persian territory .. .. Feb, 24, 1900 .. ee 
Communication with Baranquilla and Cartagena Dec. 8, 1900 .. T 
Guanta-Barcelona ae @e ee ee ee March 17, 1902 oe ee 
Barcelona-Ciudad Bolivar .. x S. e. March 6, 1902 .. M 
Loupowaia-Khabarowsk aa ee ee May 7, 1902 " 
Moulmein-Bangkok  .. ss " as ee May 15, 1902 


Telephones in Canada. — According to a Canadian 
contemporary, there аге 55 telephone companies in the Dominion, 
of which 44 are at present in operation—25 in Quebec, 7 in Ontario, 
6 in Nova Scotia, 5 in New Brunswick, 8 in British Columbia, 2 in 
the North- Weat Territories, and 1 in Prince Edward Island. The 
total telephone mileage for the Dominion is 113,294, of which 
91,314 miles are controlled by the Bell Telephone Company. 


Wireless Telegraph y.—F taNcE.— The Société Francaise 
des Telegraphes et Telephones Sans Fil has been authorised to 
instal on the coast of the Channel three wireless telegraph stations: 
one at Gris Nez, a second at Cape Antifer and a third at the Cape of 
the Hague. ‘These posts will transmit signals a distance of 100 
kilometres over the sea, and will accordingly be able to com- 
municate with vessels coming within that radius, and fitted with 
the Branly system, of which the company is sole concessionnaire. 

BELGIUM.— The Central Commission of the Belgium Chamber in its 
examination of the Budget of 1902 having (in view of the progress 
of other systenis) questioned the advisability of the permanent 
adoption of the Marconi system for the wireless telegraphy installa- 
tion of the packet boats of the State (which installation has been 
decided on), the Hailways Department has intimated its intention 
of using the Marconi system on its various steamers, being con- 
vinced of its advantages, as a result of a three months’ tria] on the 
Princess Clementine. А sum of 156,400 fr. appears in the Budget 
for 1902, in this connection. 

lae schooner Pciades, equipped with powerful Marcoui plant, 
sailed from New York last week for her permanent station 309 
miles east of Cape Cod. She is stationed directly in the path of 
Atlantic liners, and will report all vessels equipped with thc 
Marconi plant. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking.—June 6th. Motors, pipework, chequer plat- 
ing, &c. See “ Officia] Notices " May 9th. 


Beckenham.—June 6th. The U.D.C. wants tenders 
for incandescent lamps. See “ Official Notices" May 16th. 


Brighton.—June 9th. Points, crossings, tie-bars, bolts, 
&., for the Corporation tramways; also 300 tons of steel rails. See 
“ Official Notices " May 9th. 


Burton-on-Trent. — May 30th. Tenders for three 
100-K w. tramway generators, switchboard, three Lancashire boilers, 
steam pipes, jet condensing plant, economiser, &c. See Official 
Notices " May 16th. 

Coventry.—May 26th. Steam and water pipes and 
accessories. Sce Official Notices“ May 9th. 


Dudley.—June 6th. ‘Tenders for the supply of incan- 
descent lamps, and oil. See “ Official Notices" May 16th. 


Eastbourne.—June 6th. One dry-back marine type 
boiler and fittiugs. See Official Notices" to-day. 

Fulham.—June dth. Tenders for pipework, See 
“ Oficial Notices " to-day. 

Glamorgan.—May 31st. 
Pare Gwyllt and Angelton Asylums, near Bridgend. 
Notices May 9th. 

Gdasgow,—June ch. Econoiniser 
plants. Sce “ Official Notices“ May 9th. 

Govan.—May 27th. Fuse boxes, meters, demand 


indicators, manhole and joint boxes, &c., for 12 months for the 
electricity department. Bee ''Official Notices " May 9th. 


Electric wiring, &c., for 
See Official 
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Greenock.—June 2nd. Tenders for 300-KW. steam 
dynamo, with piping. See “ Official Notices” to-day. 

Hoylake and W. Kirby.—Tenders for electric lamps, 
oil, waste, &c., for 12 months. See “Official Notices " to-day. 


Hungary. — September Ist. The authorities of 


Kolozsvár, in Hungary, want to introduce electricity for lighting 
and power purposes. See “ Official Notices” May 9th. 


Hunslet.—June 3rd. Tenders for two electric lifts. 
See '' Official Notices" May 16th. 


Launceston (TasMAnta).—September 14th. The Cor- 
poration wants tenders for polyphase generating, transmitting, 
transforming and distributing apparatus, reconstructing existing 
plant, enclosed атс lamps, «с. See Official Notices to-day. 


L.C.C.—June Sth. Wiring and fittings for four fire 
stations at Battersea and Camberwell. Sce “ Official Notices " to- 
day. 

London, S.W.— July 31st. 


ders for a self-propelled lorry (oil). 
25th. 


Manehester.—May 30th. Erection of an electricity 
sub-station at Cheetham. Further particulars from the City Sur- 
veyor. 


Poplar.—May 28th. Tenders wanted by the M.B.C. for 


special armoured cable. See “ Official Notices " May 16th. 


Poplar.—May 28th. Tenders wanted by the M.B.C. for 
130 cast-iron arc lamp columns. See '' Official Notices " May 16th. 


Poplar.—May 28th. Wiring (conduit) and fittings at 
Union Offices. See “Official Notices” May 9th. 


Roumania.—May 31st. Tenders are being invited until 
May 3186 by the municipal authorities of Calarashi—Stirbeiu for 
the concession for the electric lighting of the town during a period 
of 35 years. 


Russia.—The Ouprava Company, Saratoff, Russia, asks 
for offers for a central power station for the production of electrical 
energy for public and private lighting, traction and motive power 
purposes. 

Stretford.—June 18th. Tenders wanted for boilers, 
superheaters and economisers, tteam dynamos, condensers, pumps 
and mains. See “Offcial Notices " to-day. 


Warrington. — June 2nd. Tenders for drivers’ and 
conductors’ uniforms. бее “ Official Notices " May 16th. 


Worthing.—May 26th. Tenders wanted for one 250- 


KW. steam dynamo and one dry-back boiler. See Official Notices“ 
May 16th. 


The War Office wants ten- 
See ‘Official Notices” April 


CLOSED. 


Bournemouth and Poole.— Messrs. Browett, Lindley 
and Co. have received an order from the Bournemouth and Poole 
Electricity Supply Company for two 1,000-Kw. steam alternators, 
complete with condensers and accessories. The engines are to be of 
the three-crank triple-expansion type, running at a speed of 250 
r.p.m., and the alternators are to be made by Messrs. Ferranti, 
Limited, of Hollinwood. 


Bromley.—The contract for replacing the storage battery 
at the Bromley Electricity Company's Works has been placed with 
Messrs. Pritchetts & Gold, Limited, Feltham, Middlesex. 


Broughty Ferry.—The T.C. has accepted the following 
tenders for the electricity works :—Battery, the E. P. S. Co.; switch- 
board, Messrs. Lowdon Bros. & Co. 


East Sussex.—A Committee of the С.С. has recom- 
mended the acceptance of the tender of Messrs. J. E. Spagnoletti 
and Co., amounting to £1,773 118. Od., for light and power plant, 
and £1 940 for the tramway plant. 


Liverpool.— The Electric Lighting and Fittings Cor- 
poration, Limited, Duke Street, Liverpool, has received the order 
for the complete plant, including engine, dynamo, motors and 
lighting, for Messrs. Barker & Dobson's new works, Franklin Place, 
Liverpool. 


Liverpool.—According to the Liverpool Mercury, the 
General Electric Co., of U.S.A., has contracted to sunply three 
high-pressure steam alternators for one of the Corporation power 
stations at an approximate cost of 120,000 dollars. 


Rotherham.—The T.C. has accepted the following 
tenders in connection with its scheme for electric tramways :— 
Rolling stock, Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., London, £8,711; overhead 
construction, Messrs. Macartney, McElroy & Co., London, £7,102; 
permanent way, Messrs. Macartney, McElroy & Co., London, 
£35,419. It was explained that as far as possible all the woods 
would be English made in connection with the rolling stock, and the 
only portion to come from abroad was the trucks, which would be 
of American make. Although there had been a lower tender the 
Tramways Committee had decided to place the contract with a 


British firm. The whole of the wheels will be supplied by a local 
firm, Messrs. Baker, and the crossings will be made at the works of 
Messrs. Hadfield, Sheffield. 


Southend,—The T.C. has accepted the following ten- 
ders:—Norman Engineering Company, electric wiring; Herbert 
Morris & Bastert, Limited, crane, £135; R. W. Blackwell & Co., car 
lifting appliances, £35; Rawlinson & Sons, tower wagon, £00; 
B. T. II. Co., five feeder motors at £8 18s. each; D. King & Sons, 50 
arc lamp columns at £8 108. each; Crompton & Co., testing 
machines, £92 108. The tender of Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., 
for the supply of a motor-generator, balancer, two boosters, and two 
battery switches, at £1,995 78., was accepted. 


Snez.— The contract for the electric lighting has been 
awarded to Messrs. N. H. Beyts & Co., of Sucz. 


Nwindon.—The tender of Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co., 


for the supply and laying down of fceder and distributing cables 
for the Corporation, amounting to £5411, has been accepted. 


Willesden.—The D.C. has accepted the tender of the 
British Insulated Wire Co., Ltd., Prescot, Lancs, forthe supply and 
erection of arc lamp columns, to be of the design and manufacture 
of Messrs. Rowland Carr & Co., 6 & 8, Lime Street Square, E.C. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Thursday, May 29th.—At 8 p.m. Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers (Dublin Section). Meeting at the Royal College 
of Science. Paper on “The Lighting and Driving of 
Textile Mills by Electricity," by Marshall Osborne. 
Immediately after the paper the annual general meet- 
ing will be held. 

Friday, May 30th.—At 9 pm. Royal Institution. Evening dis- 
course will be delivered by G. Marconi, Esq., on “ The 
Progress of Electric Space Telegraphy." 


ГА 


NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers, —( BIRMINGHAM 
Locat Srction.)—The officers for the session 1902-3 are as 
follows:—Past chairman: Oliver Lodge, D.Sc., F.R.S. Chairman: 
Henry Lea, M. Inst. C. E. Vice-chairman: J. C. Vaudrey, M Inst. С.Е. 
Committee: Fredk. Brown, Alfd. Coleman, Altd. Dickinson, 
R. Н. Housman, W. O. Rooper, W. E. Sumpner, D. Sc., А. M. Taylor, 
R. Threlfall F.R.S. Hon secretary: D. K. Morris. 


Belgian Society of Eleetricians.—At the monthly 
meeting of this Society, M. Halleux, professor at the Mons Mining 
School, gave an interesting lecture, with mathematical deductions, 
on thé subject of Blondel's theory of coupling alternatora. A de- 
monstration of the application of electrical machines for the gear- 
ing of rudders of large steamers, intended to replace the present 
steam steering gear, followed. It was pointed out that the Aronprinz 
Wilhelm, the latest of the North German Lloyd fleet, afforded a 
series of examples of the latter-day application of electricity to 
lighting, heating, ventilation, refrigerators, winches, cranes, 
capstans, signals, telegraphs, safety apparatus, control and 
working of the doors of the air-tight compartments, fire alarms, 
steering gear, and, lastly, wireless telegraphy. 


Personal.—Mr. David Shanks, of Messrs. Handley and 
Shanks, has gone to the United States in connection with the 
development of the firm’s business. 

A farewell gathering of principals, officials, and staff of the 
Birkenhead works of Mesars. G. F. Milnes & Co., Ltd., took place 
at Birkenhead on Tuesday evening of last week. Mr. G. F. Milnes 
presided, and, in the course of a short address, said that no one was 
more sorry than he, that owing to business reasons, his company had 
decided to close the Birkenhead works and concentrate their busi- 
ness at Hadley. He was sorry to part with the large number of 
their old employéós who had stood by them for so many years in 
Birkenhead. A musical programme was then carried out. During . 
an interval, Mr. Thomas Voss presented an illuminated address to 
Mr. Milnes on behalf of the oflicials and works’ staff. An illumi- 
nated address was also presented to Mr. J. C. Milnes by Mr. P. J. 
Lawrence on behalf of the employés. Оа behalf of his son, Mr. 
G. F. Milaes thanked his old employés for their kindness in pre- 
senting the address. 

Mr. F. L. Turner, of the Blackpool Corporation tramways, has 
been appointed general manager of the Yarmouth Corporation 
tramways. 7 

GENERAL Post Orrick.—Mr. A. J. Stubbs, first class technical 
officer, bas been promoted to be superintending engineer of the 
North Metropolitan District, London, in succession to Mr. C. T. 
Fleetwood, retired. 

Mr. а. Cheetbam, assistant superintending engineer (provinc:s), 
has been promoted to be superintending engineer of the Northera 
District cf Ireland in succession to Mr. J. Walby, deceased, 
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Electro-Magnetic Cannon. — The Gazette, of Voss, 
Germany, announces that experiments are being made a* present at 
Berlin with an electro-magnetic cannon, invented by Prof. Birke- 
land, of Christiana. It appears that as a result of the experiments 
already made, a proposal bas been received by a firm in Berlin for 
the purchase of the invention. The experiments are not, however, 
termirated. It remains to be proved that the electro-magnetic 
cannon can project a charge of two metric tons a distance of 20 kilo- 
metres. Prof. Birkeland says that his canncn will accomplish this 
feat. He affirms that to increase the flight of the projectile, it is 
merely necessary to increase the length of the barrel. With a 
barrel of 10 metres, he states, a projectile might be dispatched а 
distance of 150 kilometres, ard with a barrel of 100 metres, it 
would carry 1,500 kilometres. The news is highly interesting, and 
we await the completion of this long cannon with eager anticipa- 
tion. We cannot, however, refrain from mentioning the long bow 
of ancient fame in this connection. 


Boilers for the Navy.—The Lords of the Admiralty 


have come to an important decision, the Daily Telegraph under- 
stands, regarding the boilers wbich shall be henceforth used in the 
Royal Navy. During recent years cylindrical boilers have been 
largely superseded by water-tube boilers—mainly those of the 
Eelleville type— in British ships of war; but the Earl of Selborne 
and his colleagues have determined that in future our war vessels 
shall be fitted with a combination of boilers, one-tifth cylindrical 
and four-fftbs water-tube. It is assumed that the combination of 
the two types will give the advantages of each—that the cylindrical 
boilers can be used when a vessel is cruising fora long distance at 
comparatively low power, while the water-tube boilers will be 
called into requisition when it becomes necessary to get up steam 
in a brief space of time, or when full power is needed in an 
emergency. > 


London Chamber of Arbitration—We have received 
the following letter from Mr. Arthur Serena, chairman of the 
Joint Committee of Management of the above-named Chamber :— 


'" Guildhall, London, Е.С. 
“ May 20th, 1902. 


t“ LONDON CHAMBER OF ARBITRATION. 


Sir, —I venture to avail myself of the occasion of certain changes 
recently made in the rules of the London Chamber of Arbitration 
tending to simplify and expedite its procedure, in order to call the 
attention of the commercial public to its constitution and advantages 
in the hope that the classes for whose benefit it is designed, may 
avail themselves of it more generally than has hitherto been the 
case. 

“The Court, as is well known, was established by the joint action of 
the Corporation of London and of the London Cbamber of Commerce. 
Its president is one of his Majesty's counsel who sits either alone or 
with arbitrators selected by the litigants by preference from a 
list of some 1,200 gentlemen, many of whom are eminent members 
of the commercial community. Its sittings are held in the Guild- 
hall Its judgments have the validity of those of the High Court 
of Justice. 31 ! 

“Whilst no doubt there must always be cases in which a resort 
to tbe Courts of Law is essential, there are numerous others in the 
multifarious transactions of commercial life in which a speedy and 
friendly settlement by a Court, which is practically a Court of Con- 
ciliation, cannot be over-estimated. · 

“The effect of the alterations recently made in tke rules and 
practice will, it is expected, result in the differences of litigants 
being settled, in the majority of cases, in the course of a very few 
days. 

"I would desire to specially call the attention of residents in 
the provinces, and in foreign countries, to the facilities for the 
speedy and cheap settlement of contentious matters by resort to 
the Chamber of Arbitration, which embodies, in a great measure, 
the judicial functions of the Continental Chambers. Its value has 
already been recognised by several of those Chambers, and I would 
venture to suggest for their consideration, and that of commercial 
men generally, whether there are not many commercial contracts in 
which a provision might, with advantage, be inserted that dif- 
ferences arising should be referred to the London Court of Arbi- 
tration. 

"Further information as to the procedure of the Chamber of 
Arbitration may be obtained from the Registrar at the offices, 5, 
Church Passage, Guildball, or at the offices of the London Chamber 
of Commerce, 10, Eastcheap, E.C. 

“Таш, Sir, your obedient servant, 
" ARTHUR SERENA. 
“ Chairman of the Joint Committee of Management.” 


The importance of this Institution to business men of all classes 
cat not be over-estimated. We have constantly advocated ia our 
columns the irsertion of a full and comprehensive arbitration clause 
in all contracts, and the Court provides an independent and con- 
venient tribunal for the adjustment of the majority of differences 
arising out of commercial engagements, with economy of both time 
and money. We heartily commend the matter to our readers’ 
attention. 


A. I. E. E.— A New Reading.—Following Imperial pre- 
cedent, the Institution of Electrical Engineers not long ago 
annexed—or, rather, shall we say, amalgamated with itself—sundry 
outlying and flourishing colonies of electrical engineers, and en- 
dowed them with autonomy under the egis of its protection. 
There was, however, one colony which escaped its observation; its 
habitat is South Wales (the old, not the new), and its style is the 


Amateur Institution of Electrical Engineers.” Its membership i 
sufficiently indicated by its title—consisting of those quack 
“electricians” who have no claim to affix the letters АТЕЕ tə 
their names, bat who are sufficiently devoid of moral principle 
to do so. We respectfully commend this colony to the attention ol 
the Council of the Institution. 


Municipal Electrical Association, — The seventh 
annual convention will be held in London on July 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 
5th, 1902. The Westminster Palace Hotel, London, S.W., will te 
the headquarters of the council during the convention. Thos 
requiring accommodation at headquarters or elsewhere must make 
their own arrangements, and are advised to reserve rooms at onee, 
The large majority of members being in favour of a Smoking 
Concert in lieu of the usual Annual Dinner, arrangements are being 
made accordingly. Members wishing to iutroduce visitors to tbe 
convention must make early application to the secretary, Mr. C. 
McArthur Butler, St. James's Hall, Piccadilly, W., giving the names 
of those they propose to invite. 


Plough for Laying Electric Cables,— The figure 
which we give herewith, reproduced from l'Industrie Electrigque. 
shows an interesting labour-saving appliance which should be of 


use to power distribution companies in country districts. It з 


intended to deposit in the ground, at a depth of 28 to 22 in, 
without cutting a trencb, cables suitably insulated for light, power, 
telegraph, and other purposes. The fore-carriage, method of regi- 
lating the depth, and steering system are the same as in the ploughs 
for heavy work made on the Bajac system. The working part con- 
sists of a strong coulter, which opens in the soil a vertical slot cí 
the depth stated above; the coulter carries a conical share at its 
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lower end to give the necessary stability and cutting power; two 
smaller coulters begin the cutting in advance of the principal 
coulter. At the back of the latter are fixed two metal plates, 
between which is carried, low down and atthe rear, a grooved guide 
pulley for laying the cable. This is rolled up on a reel held above 
the body of the plough by a suitable frame ; as the plough advances 
the cable is unrolled and deposited at the bottom of the channe! 
prepared by the conical ploughsbare. A roller at the back of the 
apparatus smooths over the earth bebind the plough, and also 
serves to regulate the depth of the cable beneath the surface. The 
whole system is carried in front on two wheels mounted on slides, 
which can be adjusted vertically independently of one another, and 
together with the back wheel determine the depth. It is interesting 
to note that this plough, which was constructed by M. Bajac, of 
Lioncourt, for the Société Francaise de Télégraphes et de Téléphores 
sans fil, is intended to lay the cable for the line across the Sabars, 
between Gabez and Lake Tchad. But why sans fil ’ 


Appointments Vacant,— A shift engineer is wanted at 
the Sheffield tramway power station, to start at £120 per annum: 
an assistant is required for Oban at £100 perannum. See “ Official 
Notices " to-day. i 


Crude Petroleum as Fuel.—The American Electrician 
describes a furnace and burner for crude oil, of which a test was 
recently made by Prof. Denton in New York. The boiler was of the 
return tube type, and had an ordinary grate. Except at the front, 
where provision was made for the admission cf air, the grate was 
covered with firebricks, and upon its back half a checker work of 
firebrick was built. An air duct admitted air to the asbpit at tbe 
bridge. This air travelled uncer the grate to the front admission 
port. The fire-door and ashpit were otherwise closed, and a burner 
was placed to blow oil through the front and upon the checker 
work. Тіе air ducts were four in number, and of 100 sq. in. ares 
each. The boiler measured 6 ft. x 18 ft. Oil was pumped from з 
tank sunk in the floor and delivered to a standpipe in excess of the 
amount needed. 'The surplus overflowed at a constant level, and 
the oil pressure was therefore constant. Oil enters the burner st 
right angles to a jet of steam and hot air, which atomises the oil 
and spreads it over the brickwork, combustion being effected by the 
air flowing in by chimney draught at the front end of the state. 
The evaporative effect varied on different tests from 1579 to 
15°71 lbs. of water from and at 212° per pound of oil. The barner 
consumed from 3 to 5 per cent. of the steam, so that the net efect 
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was from 1474 to 15°16 lbs. of steam produced per pound of oil. 
The maximum chimney temperature is stated to have been only 
425°. Combustion was practically perfect, and the boiler efficiency 
was 78 per cent. The crate surface was 454 sq. ft., and there were 
100 tubes 24 in. diameter. Tests with coal also showed very good 
results, but the weight of coal burned was only 7:66 and 10°10 lbs. 
per square foot of grate per hour, a condition that always seems 
favourable to economy. It appears that to produce an equal 


power, coal at 12s. 6d. per ton (2,240 lbs.) is equal to crude ` 


oil at 3s. per barrel of 42 United States gallons. A United 
States gallon of water weighs only 8! lbs, and 4723 barrels 
of oil are the equivalent of one ton of coal. The oil had a specific 
gravity of 920, a calorific capacity of 19,060 B.T.U. and a flash 
point of 142° F. It contained 846 per cent. of carbon, 10°90 of 
hydrogen, 1°63 of sulphur, and 2:47 of oxygen. There is an 
economy in labour because one man can attend to 30 burners, and 
there is, of course, the further economy as regards ashes and cleanli- 
ness. Trials made with the oil to try its danger or safety showed 
that a pool of oil spilled on a board would not ignite from a match 
leid on it. The match was extinguished and did not develop 
heat enough to vaporise the oil, but a pan 10 in. x 14 in., witha depth 
of 1 in. of oil, was set on fire in 40 seconds by means of a handful 
of kerosene-saturated waste laid blazing upon the surface of the 
oil. About 142° F. appeared to be the point of volatility. When а 
great excess of oil was suddenly admitted to the furnace the ouly 
result was to fill the furnace with black smoke. The air was in too 
small a volume to deal with the vapour, and there was no explosion. 
Crude oil at 3s. per barrel of about 36 English gallons, is 
hardly procurable in this country, we believe, in large quantity, but 
Mr. Holden, of the Great Eastern Railway, seems able to command 
various liquid fuels at a price to compete with coal, and liquid fuel 
offers the chance of raising steam in large quantities from ordinarily 
coal-fired boilers that should be useful in getting over the peaks of 
loads when these are of short duration. It is cheaper to burn 
costly fuel, perhaps wastefully, for a short time with assisted 
draught than to be burdened with the excess of plant and buildings 
necessary to run maximum, load under ordinary draught with cheap 
fuel. Even wherethere is not available either liquid fuel or forced 
draught, the provision of a better coal or the use of even-sized nuts 
riddled out of the bulk of the coal will be effective in enabling 
plant to be kept within more moderate bounds. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Он Friday, May 16th, at the Croydon Electricity Works, a short 
but pleasing ceremony took place on the occasion of the departure 
of Mr. W. Jensen, the acting borough electrical engineer, to take 
up his new appointment as engineer and manager to the Chatham 
and District Light Railways Company. Mr. D. Cowan, the station 
superintendent, alluded to the good work Mr. Jensen bad done at 
Croydon, and said that the employ; és and staff regretted the loss of 
а man who had been the backbone of the works. Mr. Jensen was 
then presented with a handsome gold watch chain, with an engraved 
medallion, and after & due response, the proceedings terminated 
with a mort hearty send off. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


New British Are Lamp Company, Limited (73,631).— This 
company Wes registered on May 5th, with & capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to 
adopt an agreement with the Davy Electrical Construction Company, Limited, 
and generally to carry on the business of electricians, electrical engineers, 
mechanical engineers, producers and suppliers of electricity, manufacturers, and 
dealers in all plant, apparatus, lamps, cables, wires, accumulators and any other 
business which can be carried on in connection therewith. The first subscribers 
(each with one share) are:—H. D. Oppenheimer, 144, Sutherland Avenue, W., 
clerk; F. Mesheim, ~ Gaywood," Onslow Gardens, Wallington, Surrey, clerk, 
R. B. Pollard, 1, Bellasis Avenue, Streatham Hill, 8.W., clerk; J. G. Mills, 161, 
Croydon Road, Anerley, 8.E., secretary; E. Mieverholf, 20, Hart Street, W.C.; 
merchant; E. W. Church, 51, Chesterfield Grove, East Dulwich, clerk; C. C. 
Smith, 1“, Austin Friars, E. C., solicitor. No initial public issue. The number 
of directors is not to be less than three nor more than five; the subscribers are 
to appoint the first; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


Roled Steel Axle Box and Forge Company, Limited 
(5,096).—' This company was registered in Edinburgh on May 14th, with a capital 
of £25,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the undertaking of * The Indestructible 
Rolled 8teel Axle Box, Limited," and to carry on the business of engineers, 
contractors, iron and coal masters, steel manufacturers, electrical engineers 
and welders, wagon and carriage builders, wheel and axle makers, smiths, iron 
and brass founders, ordnance and steel manufacturers, tool makers, merchants, 
dealers, &c. The first subscribers (each with five shares) are:—J. G. Scott, 
219, Bt. Vincent Street, Glasyow, contractor; N. Ure, 46, Maxwell Drive, 
Glasgow, merchant; W. C. Warden, 25, Gordon St eet, Glasgow, merchant; 
G. Stirling, 164, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, char.ered accountant; J. 
Anderson, 175, West George Street, Glasgow, writer; J. Rankin, 154, St. 
Vincent Street, Glasgow, accountant; and J. Anderson, Wishaw, Lanark- 
shire, engineer. The number of directors is not to be lessthan three nor more 
than seven; the first are J. G. Scott, W. C. Warden, N. Ure, and J. Anderson ; 
qualification, £200; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Warrington and District Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany, Limited (55,890).—This company’s annual return was filed on April Sth, 
when 1,919 shares were taken up out of & nominal capital of £2,000 in 2,000 


shares of 21 each. {1 per share has been called up on 1,869 shares, resulting in 
the receipt of £1,818. £51 remains in arrears. 60 shares are considered ае fully 
ра, о mortgages or charges. Capital increased to 45,000 on April 26th, 


Folkestone Electricity Supply Company, Limited (51,825). 
—This company’s annual return was filed on April 15th, when the entire 
capital of £50,000 in 10,000 shares of £5 ench had been taken up and paid for in 
full. Mortgages and charges £50,000. 


Bromley (Kent) Electric Light and Power Company, 
Limited (64, 127).— This company's annual return was filed on April 18th, when 
8,561 shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £50,000 in 10,000 shares 
of £5 each. £5 per share has been called up, resulting in the receipt of 
£17,197. £8 remains in arrears. Mortgages and charges, £20,000. 


CITY NOTES. 


Western Telegraph Company. 


Sin J. WoL AFI Barry, K.C.B., presided, in the unavoidable absence 
of Mr. W. S. Andrews (chairman) over the fifty-seventh ordinary 
general meeting of the shareholders of this company, held on 
Wednesday last week at River Plate House, Fiusbury Circus. Ia 
moving the adoption of the report, the chairman said the accounts 
for the past half-year had not been altogether as satisfactory as they 
could have wished, as the message receipts amounted to £209,000, 
compared with £252,000 in the corresponding period of the previous 
year, showing.a decrease of £43,000. But he must remind them 
that Mr. Andrews had told them last year that the receipts for 
the December half of 1900 were the largest the compauy had 
ever secured, principally due to the interrupted working of 
the competing lines, and the selection, in preference, of 
that company's route. Daring the period under review the 
company had also been working under a lower rate of tariff 
than in the half-year of 1900. But the more important fact affect- 
ing the business of the company, and all other companies like 
theirs, upon whose existence depended the general buainess of the 
world, was that it would be noticed the business of South America 
had fallen to a much smaller scale than in previous years, Tne 
Brazilian Exchange business remained practically the same as the 
previous half-year, whereas during the six months ended December, 
1900, violent fluctuations occurred, causing a considerable number 
of telegrams to be sent between the principal cities in Brazil. The 
fact was that cable companies were mainly useful for conducting 
the commerce of the world, and their busioess felt, therefore, any 
slight depression which prevailed in the country served by them, 
aud rose and fell according to the commercial state of things in the 
country. Although the comparison of the past half-year's working 
was rather adverse contrasted with the corresponding period of 
1900, yet with that exception the comparison with every other 
half-year was satisfactory, and therefore there was notbing to dis- 
courage the shareholders in the accounts before еп. The London 
expenditure showed a decrease of £1,470, and the expenses at the 
stations were less by £2,560. The cost of repairs and ship's expenses 
showed an increase of £8,949, which was owing to the fact that the 
company’s repairing ship was in commission for the whole six 
months, as sgainst four months in the previous half-year. Chartered 
steamers for repairs cost them £2,613 more, and additional cable 
was used to the amount of £3,511. The net result of the working 
expenses was an increase of £2,101. It should be remembered that 
the original cable laid along the cost of Brazil had for the last year 
or two kept their cable ship so constantly engaged in repairs that 
it had been decided to renew and in some- parts divert 
the course of the cable at several poritions where frequent 
interruptions occurred. The cost of the new cable which had 
been required Appeared in the accounts. The operations 
had just been carried out by a chartered cable steamer, the 
expense of which would appear in the current half-year's accounts. 
The reoewals had gréatly improved thess sections, and duplex 
working had been applied to one of the cables, a thing which was 
impracticable before. A large amount of the old cable had been 
recovered, and a considerable quantity was being brought home to 
be rendered serviceable for further use. The result of the half- 
years working was that the usual first and second inter-dividends 
had been paid, £40,000 placed to the reserve fund, and £2,000 
placed to the maintenance ship's reserve fund, leaving £5,531 to be 
carried forward, which he thought was not altogether an unsatisfac- 
tory state of things. They would remember that a dividend of 
7 per cent. was paid for 1901, being the same rate as previous years, 
and 1£90,000 bad been placed to reserve. Last January the board 
had created a further amount of £400,000 debenture stock, which 
ranked pari passu with the other stock of the company. Only 
£103,000 of the amount had been allotted, at а small premium, the 
balance to be issued as required. With regard to the subject of 
wireless telegraphy he had no reason to alter the opinion which he 
had formed, and which had been corroborated by others, that wire- 
less telegraphy might prove a useful helpmate to cable companies, 
but he did not regard it as а serious competitor. 

Mr. D. Н. GoobpsALL. seconded the motion, and the report was 
unanimously adopted. 


Primitiva Gas and Electric Lighting Company. 


THE first annual general meeting of the above company was held 
on 13th inst. at the company’s oftices, Mr. H. E. Jones, the chair- 
man, presiding. 
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In moving the adoption of the report, the CHATRHAN, after deal- 
ing with the gas undertaking, remarked that the electrical plant had 
‘been largely reconstructed during the last two years, and the return 
was exceedingly satisfactory, showing an increase at the rate of 8 per 
cent. The report was adopted, and the auditors, Messrs. Touch and 
Co., were re elected. 


* 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending May 
19th were £783; corresponding week last year, £710; increase, £23, Total 
to date, £12,810; corresponding period last year, £11,870; increase, £1,440, 
Miles of track open, 102. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tram ways.— The receipts for the week ending 
May 17th were £292; corresponding week last year, £113; decrease, 
£121. Total receipts to date, £1,870; corresponding period last year, 24,695; 
increase, £172. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 17th were £4,352; corresponding period last year, £4,429; decrease, 


British Electric Traction company rhe following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending May 9th :— 


— — ee — 


| 87 | | Aggregate. 
with corres- ' 
Company. Amount ponding week — | | : с 
ot last year. | mount ne. or Dec. 
| £ +£ -£ £ +£ | -£ 
Devonport* ..  .. 410 = * 18} 1,180 Ра = 
Dudley—Stourbridge . 684 27 — 1 12,103 2,095 — 
Gateshead e. 708 68 | — 181 | 11,872 go — 
Greenock- Pt. Glasgow 451 271 | — 184 7,487 4.222 — 
Hartlepool .. 7 233 12 p SE Н 3,664 281 — 
Kidderminster " 104 — 3 9) 1,830 146 — 
Merthyr!  .. 1988 | == t0 18. 8,520 = 414 
Middleton. 252 — | — | 1840 | — = 
Oldham— Ashton 497 | — 18 18 8,726 15 — 
Poole: ка 2 233 1 — 18: 3.850 — 
Potteries . | 1,466 89 | — | leh 25,531 1.045 — 
Southport an з 236 100 — 18 8,097 905 — 
South Staffordshiret 757 1 — 18 | 13,510 640 — 
Swansea RE ^ 438 èl — 1 7.636 723 — 
Taunton* V» e 52 | — — | 1 1,013 — — 
Tynemouth .. x 213 27 — 18 9,693 230 — 
olverhampton Dist. 148 91 — | 1 9,485 1,601 — 


Not in operation last year. + Partly steam. tf Comparison from A pril 5th only. 
$ Comparison from March 18th only. є Comparison from May 8th only. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending May 17th were 
26,885; corresponding week last year, £6,899; increase, £486. Total 
receipts to date, £138,760; corresponding period last year, £123,937; in- 
crease, 49,882. Miles open, 6, 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
re тк. were £3,080; corresponding week last year, £1,909; increase, 
year, £89,767; increase, £19,820. Miles open, 61; last year, 42, 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending May 
16th were as follows: D. U. T. Co., 28,722 19s. 9d.; D. B. D. Co. 21,054 11s. 114.; 
total, £4,777 11s. 8d.; corresponding week last year— D.U.T. Co., 43,776 
193, 6d.; D.8.D. Co., £912 10s. 10d.: total, £4,689 108. 4d.; increase, £&8 
ls. 4d.; aggregate to date, £81,677 28. 7d.; last year, £77,945 158. d.; 
increase, £8,731 7s. 4d. Mileage worked, 46. 


East Ham Tramways.—The receipts for week ending May 17th were £394 7s. Sd.; 
total to date, £17,001 10s. 11d. Started running June 22nd, 1901. Car miles 
run, 11,004. Number of cars, average 18. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramways.—For week ending May 17th, £11,667 78. 11d, 
compared with £11,441 бв. 1d. for same period in previous year. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.— The receipts for the week ending May 
18th were £1,483; corresponding week last year, £1,614; decrease, £211. 
Total to date £28,090; corresponding period last year, £30,611; decrease, 
£2,721. Miles open, 6 miles 57 obains. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 

WirH Consols and Kaffirs both strong upon peace reports, the 
Stock Exchange begins to present quite an animated appearance, 
and the probabilities of what will happen after the announcement 
of the ardently desired news are more eagerly canvassed than ever. 
But an impression gains ground that although the proclamation of 
peace might stimulate prices to some extent, a breaking off of 
negotiations could not do much eventual harm, inasmuch as the end 
of the war must necessarily be in sight, if only by the process of 
exhaustion of the enemy's troops. Accordingly the markets with 
which we have to deal are taking things easily, business, of course, 
being still unable to wholly throw off its holiday quietude. Next 
week, however, it is hoped that things will resume their normal 
degree of activity, to retain it until tbe Coronation festivities, at al] 
events. 

In the telegraph section the fluctuations in price are limited to a 
quartette. Eastern Preference has secured another 1 per cent. 
rixé, which brings the quotation to about 87. At this the stock 
yields 1s. 3d. over 4 per cent, an excellent return considering the 
nature ofthe security and the difficulty which exists nowadays of 


1, Total receipts to date (20 weeks), £59,587 ; corresponding period last: 


obtaining a sound 4 per cent. investment. It is much easier to get 
a speculative 5 than a good 4 per cent. stock, and the demand is 
all for the latter. Eastern Extensions have regained the dividend 
and bonus taken from the price last week, but Eastern Telegraph 
Ordinary fails to score, and in response to the numerous inquiries for 
the reason of the difference in price between the mother company’s 
stock and the child's shares, it can only be replied that Chinas" 
are much better held than Eastern stock, and appear to be in 
stronger hands altogether. Submarine Cables Trust certificates are 
nominally 110 to 120, but dealing inthem has come to be a matter 
of negotiation, and upon a seller declaring his hand, the price is 
promptly lowered. West African Telegraph shares are up £1 at 2. 
The West Indian group is quite unchanged, so that the effe:t of the 
disasters at Martinique and Bt. Vir.cent has been absolutely nil in 
the telegraph market. Globe Telegraph descriptions are steady, 
despite the flatness of Submarines. There is no recordable chance 
in any of the telephone varieties. 

City and South Londons maintain their hardy strength, and are 
again somewhat better on the week. Central Londons regarded 
the company’s defeat in the Committee Room with resignation. 
Some members of the market declare in no uncertain terms their 
satisfaction at the loss of the Bill, saying that the company will do 
much better by strict attention to business, ventilation, and adver- 
tising opportunities on the existing line, than they were likely to 
do by entering a keenly competitive area. Waterloo and City stock 
remains at 924; complaints are growing in connection with the 
poor accommodation and service provided by this company. It is 
appropriate to point out at such a time as this, when gilt-edged 
investments are so much to the front, that the electrical railway 
list offers several attractions on this field. They may be easily 
grasped by a glance at this table :— 


Stock. Priee. Yield per cent. 
EE PER MEE ERES 
. Central London 4 per cent. Debenture bs vs 117 £8 8 6 
City & South London 4 per cent. Debenture МЕ 116 £3 9 0 
7 АР 5 per cent. Preference (1891) 130 £317 0 
„ ER " dd (1901) 123 414 2 0 


— — 


Baker Street and Waterloo Company shares, after a brief spell of 
attention, are again lifeless at about 43 discount. Great Northern 
and City Preferred A“ keep at 8], and it is stated that a part of 
the line will be ready for traffic in less than a couple of months. 
Districts at 324 and Metropolitans at 80} are a trifle lower since we 
last wrote. 

Electrical supply shares are marking time, and again the hardest 
in the list are Metropolitans, which have gained another 10s. 
Buyers have to pay very little short of the top price quoted, and 
there are none too many floating sbares in supply. Without ven- 
turing to forecast any definite move as the result of the Maryle- 
bone arbitrator's award, we may remark that, in a general way, tbe 
discounting beforehand of any expectedly good news is frequently 
attended with a fall in the price of the securities affected when the 
actual event takes place, however good may be its pronouncemeut. 
Metropolitans have had a very sbarp rise during the past few 
weeks. 

Brompton and Kensington Preference in relapsing 5s. display 
the only fall in the market, while the solitary rise is secured by 
Metropolitan 3% per cent. Debenture stock, which is now exactly 
par. New Brompton Ordinary are 84, апа New Westminsters 3 i 

Callender's keep steady at 174, the further interim dividend of 
10s. per share just announced having no influence upon them, and 
Henley's are the same price. Telegraph Construction at 36, and 
Manufacturing at 103 are also unaltered, the well-advertised 
departure of the former company's famous ship not arousing any 
inquiry for the shares. British Insulated Wire are 84, and the 
45 per cent. Debenture stock looks buyable at its current quotation 
of 103}. In the traction section, North Metropolitan Trams are 
being largely dealt iu by reason of the coming change in the com- 
pany's system, and the price is fluctuating between 4} and 47. 
British Electric Tractions can be sold at 137, and the Preference at 
about 125 ora shade more. Brisbane Electric Preference change 
hands occasionally at 4}, aud business in London United Preference 
(fully paid) was marked at 11 on Tuesday. The company's Deben- 
ture stock is harder at 106. New (ieneral Tractions at 23, 34 and 
98 for the Ordinary, Preference and Debenture respectively, are 
the same as they were last week. 

Та a few days time there will be offered a new issue of Pre- 
ference shares by the Charing Cross and City Electric Lighting 
undertaking, and we understand that the Charing Cross and Strand 
take full financial responsibility. We also hear whispers of an 
electric concern from the spicy breezes which blow o'er Ceylon’s 
isle, and investors will, perhaps, have an opportunity for discussing 
this coming Colombo Company next week. 
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Olosing 
"n Iwas, NAME, the last three years. Nar 
k — | |. | 190 ln. 
bi 82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4% Des. ws se. |. “ous . | 99 —103 
е 25,000 | Amason Telegraph Оо. в shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 .. " s.. - - 
к. 119,700]| Amason Telegraph 5 95 Debs, Nos. 1 to 1,250 Bed. .. T T e | 70 — 
ii: 804,720 . è „ ө eee oo. [Stock] 73/6 | 34 618. | 44 — 47 
~ on 3,097,640 | Do. do. 6% Pref „»» Stock 6 6 6 % | 88 — 90 
T 8,097,640 Do. до. is Wu. WW £1 7s. | 5e. 98. | 7 — 7 
и | 44,000 | СЫН Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000  ... 888 sek sš 514 5 РА 
" 13,333,300$| Commercial Cable $100 | 8 eo] o [150 —160 
е 1741029] Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red. 3 
Jp 16,000 Cuba Telegraph өөө eee 99е eee! [IIO oe 7 у 4 eee • 4 — bx 
" acer Direct Bpanish Тао за эзе eae eee eee эе 4% 4% 200 p ^u S 132 xd 
12, 1 00 eee eee eo ee 
k. 1 Do. do. 10 i Oum. Pref. ove өө ee e өөө 84— 84 
ba: Do. do. Debs. eee eee ee eve e 99 —102 
n. 60,710 Direct United States Cable „ 20 | 38% | 9195 91— 104 95— 103 
ii p= West India Oable, 4ji ** Beg. ; Dob, within | 10. . | 99 —102 
№ 4,000, R 97 5 gran; өөө eee eee 7 96 7 96 өө 117 —127 117 —127 1204 118 
t 1,930, Pref. Btock ' өөө ee ee eve see 84 — 87 85 — 88 874 87 
Ж К Mort. Deb. Btock Bed . eee 106 —110 xd 106 —110 xd si Vas 
i 800,000 | Eastern Extension, 5 and China Telegraph „| 1017 * 7 % 7 % 12 — 33 124— 133 13 12{ 
1. 300,000: { Мов. 1 to 3, 000, red. 1909 513; өөө 99 —102 99 102 eee eee 
r 200, Do. 4% Bog. Mt. Debs, (M (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 TT. eee 99 —102 99 —102 y 4 99 
Ё 190,227 Globe ы кыа eee eee eee 51926 519; e 8 — 9 8 = 9 eee 
" 180,042 % Pref. vee eee oe eve D ees 124— 134 121— 13j 121; 
| Einer and Bermuda Gable, 4j % 1st Mort. Debs. „ ee M 
Р ; ым 
a 76,000 тшшн 08. 1 to 1,200, etes) ш eve 00 oe 99 —103 99 103 eve 
17,000 — # a5 ho % ho x 10 % 37 — 41 xd| 37 — 41xd| 38| ... 
London Brasilian Telegra Beba. sas 100 —104  |100 —104 sve R 
Montevideo Тери, Limited, os. 1 to 72,680 .. 1 АУ à i— 1 vee - 
86,492 | do. Š % Pret, Мов 1 to 96,491 1 ERE E- 1 | wo] рне 
983,333 National Telephone, Pref. Stock eee eee ceo 100 3 [4 5 ® 95 == 99 95 == 99 ecc "m 
200,000 Do Pref. shares e one - 2 3k 34— 3 34— 38 isi е: 
1,966,667 Do Def. Stock - . - ees | 100 80 64 d 55 — 59 55 — 59 55 - 
15,000 Do. 6 Oum. 1st Pref. eee eee эз» 10 6 9 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 ID eee 
15,000 Do. 6 2nd Pref. eee eee эзе 10 6 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 eee оов 
250,000 Do. 5 J Non-cum. 3rd Pref, 1 to 250,000} 5|5%|5% 5 4j— 53 | 4— 5h | .. |... 
3,000,000: Do. 84 Y Deb. Stock Re. .. 93%, | 93% | 33% | 94 — 97 | 94 — 97 | 952] 944 
101.504 Do. 4 m снг e e paid 100 s% : 4 2 103 —107 E ar mid à 1042 | ... 
1 Oriental рер ап ов. 71,504, fully 1 6 M— Inz xd H-—1j4xd| .. 
100,0003; Pacific and European Tel, 4% Guar. Debs, 1 to 1,000 ... | 100 | ... is 99 —102 —102 992 | .. 
11,839 B... 00 eee өө өөө eee 0 eee 8 b 96 5 % ee 7 — 8 7 — 8 eee e 
8,803 Submarine Oables Trust eoe eee eee soe eee Oert. vee eee 119 — 125 110 —120 eos eee 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone ivi w 57 %| .. 44— 6 44— 5 5 T 
40,006 Do. do. 5 96 Oum. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 5 eee coe 44— 5 4$— b eee ec 
179,947: Do. do. 595 Deb... Stock} ... | ... „ 108 —106 [103 —106 - 
165,600 West African ph, 95 ee #09 100 00 eee 99 —102 99 —102 • eee 
80, West Ooast of America, 1—80,000 and 58,001— 53,008 23 eee eve $— a 1— a өөө ee 
Do. do. 4 V Debe., 5 100 eee ee —102 99 — 102 • 00 
307,930 Western Кышы ow Ltd., Nos. 1— 990 eee ove 000 10 7 96 7 96 114— 124 114— 124 12{ 11{ 
75,0002 b 2nd 1906 LIII 100 eee eot e 02 —105 102 —105 E T 
348,7771 i do. 49% Deb. Stock Red. vee % | 100 | ... ee 99 —102 99 —102 1003 | 1003 
86,321 West India and Panama ph eee ooo so 10 @% 000 е 2 1— 2 eee eos 
94,563 Do. do, : Oum. ist Pref. eee 10 өөө eee өөө 5 — 6 54 — 6 өөө 
4,669 Do. do. do. Oum. 2nd Pre£ ... | 10 | ... cos | ee 31— 4i 91— 4i eee 
80,0001 Do. do. do. 5 a Debs.. Nos. 1 to 1.800 | 100 | ... - 101 —104 101 —104 EN 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... 1| „. ies сав i 1 i— 
100,000 44%, 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 | ... | ... | . 100 —104 100 —104 
19,661 FF . 86 6 8 „ 9— 94 9 — as js 
Obaring One sid Bead Blectricity * 9 * 9 * 10 9 — „ he saa a 
soo өө 10 кы — 9 m 
Do. do. do. do. AA Oum. Pret. " b eec eee eee i= Б? — 53 = 
Do. 449 do. oui Dex Btock Bed. 190 $3; si à g m 105 EA 1053 
34000 *Ohelsea Blectrici ыш Ord. ees [II] е 4 — b — b 53 
ону bU Lighting шол 3 us re ove à 110 —113 |110 —113 - 
Do. Cum. 1 to 40,000 .. 10 | 6 T 12 —13 |12 — 13 
Do. 5 Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) all paid vee - 123 —128 |123 —128 
Do. 449% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certe, all paid | 100 E 103 —106 |103 —106 
Oounty of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. А 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 I: 4 5 8 — 9 8 — 9 
Do. do. do. 6% » 40,001—60,000 | 10. 6 6 12 — 18 12 — 13 ds io 
ч [| eoo eee ee Ет. — 6 6 8 
20,000 Do. do. 6 Ф Cum. Pref. ove eee ee eee 00 6 == 6 6 = 6 б, 
120,000; Do. Ф 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. -— 107 —110 107 —110 109 . 
21,000 | Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. ... ...| 5 11% 12% 10% 10—11 |10—11 | 104 .. 
90,000 do. 4 V Deb. Btock eve 101 —104 101 —104 eee eee 
110,000 | London Nlectric Supply Corporation, Оа .. 3| . s. - 11— 13 1j— 13 | .. - 
49,840 do, 6 95 b I) eve ooo 4 == 44 4 — 44 oes 
293 709 Ж Do. do. b Aire Mt. Db. Btock Rd. ЖЕГЕ 5%, 6$ 677 18 0 1 eA 964 
etropolitan Electric : 16 — 1 163— 1 164 | 165 
Do. 4 Mortgage Debenture Stom.... 111 —115 [11—115 |. з 
1 Do. Mort. Deb. Btock Bed. [III ese e ee 97 —100 98 —101 eon 
8,652 N Hill Electric h coe eee oe 10 7 7 Y 6 14 — 15 14 — 15 144 
40,000 | St, James’s and Pall Mall Hlectrie Light, Ord. .. . 5 |144% |144% 14% | 144— 153 |144— 133 
20,000 Do. 7 ‚ 20,081 to 40,080 | 5179 7 € 7 8à— 94 | Sj— 94 | .. 
150,0001 Do. 33 De oe ee een ee 98 —101 98 —101 100 
12,000 Smithfield Market Elect. Supply. eee eee [TI 5 ee eee ee 12 == 11— 23 "TT! 
60,0002 Do. ea eee eee 100 ee ee eee 80 — 90 80 -— 90 eee "m 
65,000 | Bouth London ty R - - eee b $$-— 3} 28— 3 34 | ... 
100,518 | Westminster — Supply, se. e 5 |18 L4 104% 103%, 11 — 19 11 — 12 111 114 
* Bubject Shares, 4 Quotations on Liverpool Stock 
aisso чеги! ute &il shaved are 
dia S ИИИИЙ. Sc C TS 


870 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol. 50. No. 1,278, May 23, ‘aie 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. — Continued. 


ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANTES. 
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Isina. NAMB, Quotation 
May Iich. Мау Ast. Мау 2ist, 1905 
Highest | Lowest. 
20,000 British Aluminium 7 Cum. Pref. eee eee 44— 54 43— 51 coe | ° 
800,000; Do. do. 5 Ф 1st Mort. Deb. Btook Red. m" 86 — 90 86 — 90 ias oe 
62,074 | British Electric Traction ...  .. DEED 194— 144 | 134— 144 | 14 | 136 
600,0601 Do. do. Perpetual Debenture Stock . Stock .. 124 —127 124 —127 126 125 
70, 000 British Insulated Wire 13 * coe eee eee 5 д0 9 15 `9, 10 % 8 — 9 8 = 9 eee ooo 
70, 000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pret. - ee one Dp ue - ee 54— 52 54— 5g Big] --. 
80, 000 f Browett, HT & Co. 10009, FA a p WE ua 8 ... | 138. to 15s. | 13s. to 155. see 
50,000 Oum. Pref. ..| £1| .. | 6 .. | 16/6 to 17/0 |16/6 to 17/0] ... | .. 
105, 731 Brush Bleol. F „ Ord., 1 te 405 791 T eee - 2| 54 5 Nil 4— 11 4— 1 A. 
150,000 Do. . orem 6 % Pret iss is 2| 6 6 3%] 11— 2 11— 12 1g 1j 
125,0601 Do. ат b. Btock eee eee Btock эө» өөө eee 101 —104 101 —104 eee eee 
125,0002 Do. 2nd Deb. Stock .. |Btock| ... e .. | 95 —100 97 —100 eee s 


$0,000 Oallender's Cable TELE, ы shares, Nos. 1—30,000  ... : 15 115 . |17 — 18 17 — 18 


40,000 Do. do. 5 Y Oum. Pref. cee eee eee ove eve 54— 6 54— 6 
90,0002 Do. do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red „ [Stock] ... з .. |111—115 111 —115 ВЕ 
1,969,800 | Oentral London Railway, Stock T oes ve. Stock T 4 103 —106 103 —106 1054 | 1042 
440,100 Do. do. 4 y 4 Pref. Btock LII 909 eee Stock ees eee 4 Ф 103 —106 103 —106 1054 eee 
440,100 Do. do. Det. do. өөө soo soe Stock ove еве 4 100 —103 100 —103 ove о» 
855,000 Ойу and Beuth London Railway pee eon eoe 96е Btock 14% 13% 2 % 72 — 74 73 — 75 75 724 
54,000 пай & Oo., noa 44 2.000. Reg pal "ES | 3| 1% 89%... 3 — 34 3 — 3} ZW 
о Я to о 
100,0002 { £100, and 901 to 11, 000 of £50 red eee eee eee TT 103 —108 % 103 —108 % ees eee 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lgt.,“ A” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,361 6 6 22 ... i- 1! i.d [puel 
17,139 Do. do. do. “А” Shares, 01—017,139 ...| 5| 6 BY... | 2— 8 2— 8 TM Me 
844,029; Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red ee 100 eee eee TS 75 — 80 75 — 80 TIT еее 
100,000: Do. до. 5% 2nd Deb. Btock Prov. Certa. all på. 100 TT! ees eee 82 — 87 82 — 87 aos eae 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100. | 2| 6%] 6M... | M— ц | 1—14 |... |... 
31, 390 Do. do. И Cum. Pref., 1 to 31,390.. ган - 2 35 m ES 2)— 3 241— 3 таз s 
182, 5001 Do. do. Perp. lst Mort. Deb. Btock eee Stock eee coe eee 97 —101 97 —101 eee TTE 
18, 000 General Elec. Co. азоо) 5 Cum. Pref. eee eee eee 10 ove 009 evt 92— 104 94— 103 eee өөө 
150,000 Do. do. 4 Mort. Deb. eee eee эзе Stock eee eee TM 98 — 101 98 —101 vos eee 
85,000 Нагота (W. ЕЛА Telegraph b Ord. ... con, see 5 | 15 20 20 % 17 — 18 17 — 18 175 17 
85, 000 4$ Pref. eee eve 5 43 4} #06 54— 6 51— 6 58 eee 
50,0001 ре. de E 44 Mort. Dob. Stock., (Stock) ... А % |111 —115 111 —115 ie si 
50,000 | India-Rabber, , Gutter Percha and Telegraph Works „| 10| 16%) 10 [.. | 21 — 22 | 21 — 22 ins [шй 
800,000: Do. do. 4 25 lst ort. Deb [IT ese 100 eee °з» eee 99 —102 99 — 102 TII T T) 
37,500 Liverpool 8 Railway, Ord. ... ae 039] 0 88% 34% 14%| 4— 5 |4u- 413 o 
10,000 T Do. do. Pref., £10 paid eee eee 10 eee 103— 11 104 — 11 eee eee 
7, 500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, p Nos, 1 to 7 500 ... oe | 10 * | 154—164 151— 164 sie Vis 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref. .. ese „>, | £1 777 19/0 to 20/0 ү - 
97,350 Telsgrap h Construction and Maintenance aoe eo | 12 15 174 20 9% 94 — 37 34 — 37 362 | 351 
150, ‘0002 Do. 4 95 Deb. Ваз. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 ... | 100 .. |1103 —106 103 —166 T T 
25, 000 Telegraph PA, Ord, Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... - 5 12 4, 12 ＋ .. | 10 — 11 xd 10 — 11 ха 102] .. 
20,000 5 95 Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000... 6 54— a bj— 6 
£40,001 Waterloo and ou Railway, Ord. Btook .. ns, [1n | 3 * 3 * 3 * 91 — 91 — 94 94 
+ Quotations ob Liverpool Stock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated al! shares are fully paid. § From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
nsolidated Telephone Construction and Maintenance, А Oldham Aih мр Hyde Electric (£10 Ord., 14—15. 
атир — ба | mee 1 Tu 
* From Birmingbam Shere List. € Frem Manchester Rbsre List. Bank rfe of а З per cent. Сы бїһ, 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, May 215%. 
CHEMICALS, &o. This week. | Last week. Inc. or Dec. METALS, &о. (continued) This week.| Last week. Ine. or Dec. 


а Acid, Hyoroablorid eo „ per ont. 6j- tI. - ae g Oopper Sheet es ә е рег ton 269 869 
@ и trio oe se oe per сті. zi. 23/- өө @ " ә e e ee per ton £69 £69 
& „ Oxalio .. .. oF percwt. 82/- 89/- bs € %% ‘Mlectrolytic) Bars ee per ton £68 £68 
e [1] Sulphuric .. ee ee per owt. R/G 6/6 . e $$ 9$ tg ee per ton £75 £25 ee 
3 s os „ per owt, 42/ 42! 6 n 10 per £08 £68 ө 
e Ammonia, Muriate (crystal) .. per ton £88 10 £88 10 ee е 140 " Н.О. Wire per Id. 8d. 8d. T 
& $8 А өө per ton £90 ee f Ebonite Bod .. е oe oe per lb. 8/- * ee 
Ld pow ee „„ per ton 21 ° / м eet ee ee per lb. 6j- е oo 
a B eofOarbon .. .. рег ton #15 516 ae n German Silver Wire ee ө» рет. 5 ee 
ee oe ee рег ton 218 £18 h Gutta-percha 8 oe ee per lb. ee 
e Bensole ) oe oF „. por al. 7 / 7 / 58 h India-robber, Para fine .. .. Per lb. 8/1 to 8/13 8/1 to 8/13 s 
2 n „+ ^ ө» Por gal. Ба 5/6 $ Iron, Charcoal Sheets .. .. per ton 218 сб 
а . рег ſon 419 419 4 „ Pig (Cleveland warrants) .. per ton 49/1 48/64 644. inc. 
в Nitrate os = e. por ton ёз £u 9 os „5 per ton] From £11 | From sli 25 
@ „ White oe ee per ton £81 i % Зогар, hea ee per ton «ию в; 47/6 to 50/- 
а Muth үс ee ee 8 AN xir us ee 4 56 Wire, gnivanised No. 8 ee per ton E 15 to Fey 
a r 0 ee 
a Na Lea ытын ony air per al. 5/6 5/6 “a s Lead, English Ingot — .. . регіо {£11176 | to £12 | |38. 64. deo. 
a ‚В ee per iD. 84. 84. oe [T] и е ee per ton £18 oe 
а 10 (75 ) өө per ton 494 494 ° m Manganin Wire No. 38 oe oe per Ib. 8/ 6/- ее 
& „  Bisulphate ee ee per ton AR FRE g Meroury А ee perbot. £8 15 48 15 ac 
ee per owt, 115} 115/ d Mica (in original cases), small .. per lb. | Bd. to 94, | Bd. to 9d. жа 
a Bulphato of Magnesia ·. ee per ton да 10 £4 10 e 56 ry} 10 medi per lb. 1/9 to 2/9 1/9 to 2/9 өө 
e Sulphur, Bublimed Flowers per ton £6 5 £6 5 " » large .. per lb. к 94.0 1 ve 
2 ц ered .. ee per ton 45 10 46 10 Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per Ib, |114d. te 1144.%о 1/9 vs 
эе per ton 86 45 ee 06 bars & - to е to 1/8 е 
2 Bod’, Causis (white 1 %) .. per ton 41815 | 41015 = p ^ „ irip&sheet per Id. From 1/2 17 * 
а * T per ton 48 48 os oPlatinum ..  .. .. oe peros| £41 A41 ` 
в casks „ per Ib, э. Ad. vé Silicium Bronse Wire ..  .. per lb. 95. 0 !/- | 10d. to 1 1d. dec. 
Steel, Magnet, aoe'd' ng to deso’p’n per ton From £15 to 4% в 
ME TALS, &0. L| " и in bars ee ee Pee 45 ee 
b Aluminiom Ingote, in on lots per ton 4148 2148 » о Tin. book.. . pertoni 2157 zie J| e ive. 
b oe W in ton lote per ton 994 994 е 9 LII foil e ee per Ib. 1/8 1/6 ae 
b Sheet, in tom lots per ton - 9 wire, Nos. 1 t016 .. ee per 19 1/9 "v 
p Babbite's metal ingot.. .. per ten | £40 to &1t0| £15 to 2195 p White Anti- frierion Motals— - 
3 do 197) basis per Ib, 3 " White Ant” brand .. .. per ten] £36 to 260 | £85 to £65 ee 
в ) oe ee per lb. 84d d. ex Yarns, /e Grey Cotton, on per Ib. 1а. за. is 
в drawn ee per ib, (d. "d. i4 » "lem Flax .. os eo per Ib. d. Sad. 90 
б, ee ee per lb. 7d. 7d. RS „ Solyl8ibe Russian  .. per ib. 45а. 648d, "e 
« Oonver imt per Ib. Bid. Rad. s» } " 10 tbs. Russian, single .. per ib. А 44d. es 
е. = ) (solid drawn) .. per lb. 9а. 9d. es 180 ‘bs. Jute rove .. per ton] £10 2 6 210 2 6 өө 
s Copper Bars (best ee per ton £69 £69 ae Rino, Bb ». (Vielle Montagne bad.) per to 10 £22 10 is 


a Mestrs. G. Boor & Co. 

b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd. 
c Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Sons, 

d Messrs. F. Wiggins & Scams. 

e Messrs. Frederick Smith & Co. 


у 
m Messrs. W. Т. Glover & Co., Ltd. 
n Messra. P. Ormiston & Bons. 
o Messrs. Johnson, Matthey ё Co., Li 
p The Phosphor Brosse CompenyAL 


а Merrrs. James & Shak pee (Co., Ltd. 
h Messrs. E.dward Till « 

i Messrs. Bolling & Lowe. 

j Messrs. Walter H. Hindley & Co. 


Quotations 


Quotations f 
eupplied by 


upplied by 


Quotations 


f India-Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. Works 
supplied b | 


f Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
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THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


SOME NOTES ON ELECTRO-GALVANISING. 


By SHERARD COWPER-COLES. 


ELEOTRO-ZINCING has been extensively used in shipbuilding yards 
for coating steel plates and boiler tubes for the last seven 
years, and the results obtained bave been highly satisfactory 
when the work has been electro-zinced under proper supervision, in 
a plant capable of fulfilling the conditions necessary to obtain an 
adhesive coating of zinc free from perforations. Electro-galvanised 
steel that has been exposed to the weather in a manufacturing 
district for over five years, shows little or no sign of deteriora- 
tion ; on the other hand, if the work had not been zinced in a proper 
manner, the coating obtained would have possessed no protective 


value, and signs of rust would have shown in a few months after 


exposure to the weather. Iron, when dipped in a bath of molten 
zinc, caunot have less than a given amount (about 1 оз. per square 
foot), the thickness of the coating depending upon the temperature 
of the zinc, and the rate at which the iron is withdrawn from the 
molten zinc. Work to be cold galvanised may be placed in the 
bath for an hour or more, and be withdrawn with practically no 
zinc on it, due toa bad electrical connection, or to the bath being 
too acid. 

On numerous occasions work has been shown to the writer which 
bas bad a good appearance, but which when tested was found to be 
only coloured or flashed with zinc, due to a bad connection, or the 
bath being too acid, or the dynamo of too small a capacity for the 
size of the work under treatment. Work of this class is bringing 
the process of electro galvanisirg into disfavour with many engi- 
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neers; on the other hand, if the work is electro-galvanised under 
proper supervision, and in a plant which embodies all the con- 
ditions that have been found necessary to success, the results 
obtained are excellent, and for some classes of work are superior to 
hot galvanising. 

The Admiralty specifies that all boiler tubes should be coated 
externally with a coating of zinc equal to 14 oz. per sq. ft, and 
that economiser tubes should be coated inside and outeide with an 
equal thickness. 

The illustration, fig. 1, shows a plan and elevation of a Cuwper 


Coles regenerative electro-galvanising plant which has recently 
been erected for the Vulcan Shipbuilding and Engineering Com- 
pany at Stettin, for the coating of boiler tubes for water-tube 
boilers, and general shipyard work. 

The galvanising, pickling, and washing tanks are each 22 ft. long. 
The galvanising tank is provided with four sets of compound anode 
and cathode bars, as shown in fig. 2. | 

The dynamo, which is an eight-pole two-commutator machine. 
is designed to give 3,000 amperes at 6 volts. The electric current 
is conveyed to the depositing tank by means of bare copper strips. 
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The switchboard is fitted with ammeter, voltmeter, and main 
switch; a shunt regulating resistance is also provided. An air- 
compressor is used for the circulation of the electrolyte, which is 
effected in the following manner:—The acid solution falls over a 
wooden sill placed in one corner of the sincing tank into an over- 
flow tank, and then flows into the compressed-air tank; air.is then 
blown into the compressed-air tank, and the solution forced up into 
the regenerating tanks. A non-return valve is placed in the pipe 
connecting the overflow tank with the compressed-air tank. The 
supply of air to the compressed-air tank is regulated by means of a 
three-way cock actuated by a float placed in the regenerating tank, in 
such a manner that when the air is cut off from the compressed-air 
tank it is blown through tbe solution in the zincing tank, thus keeping 
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tracts, notwithstanding that their foreign branches, agencies or 
connections render them or should cause them to be largely 
independent of the variation in the volume of trade in general, 
although not in the matter of prices. Among the contracts in 
question may be mentioned the 5 of a generating station 
at Lodz, and the construction of electric coe at Warsaw 
and Lublin, all three of which have been declined by two 
Teutonic companies in Berlin and Frankfort respectively. As to 
the question of prices, these are still unsatisfactory, and it is feared 
that they will also prejudicially affect the companies in the current 
financial year. 

The position of the Nernst lamp and the Osmium lamp is 
attracting a considerable amount of attention. With regard to the 
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it agitated. Zinc dust mixed with small lumps of coke ia placed 
ín the regenerating tanks, on wooden grids covered with cocoanut 
matting, so as to form a filter-bed, and at the same time regenerate 

the electrolyte. The regenerated electrolyte returns to the zincing 
ries at the bottom at the corner opposite to that at which it 
eaves. | * 

Fig. 3 shows a plant erected a few months ago for Mesars. 
John Cockerill & Co.'s shipbuilding yard at Hoboken, Antwerp. 
The electrolyte in this plant is circulated with a centrifugal pump 
instead of compressed air. The dynamo isa four-pole machine with 
two commutators, and the zincing tank is 19 ft. long, 6 ft. broad, 
and 4 ft. 6 in. deep. 

The electrolyte contains 35 oz. of crystallised sinc sulphate to 
the gallon of water. In practice it is found very important to 
keep the zincing solution slightly acid, otherwise the zinc coating 
will not be adhesive, and will have a tendency to blister. The 
best proportion of free sulphuric acid is about +; oz. to every 
gallon of water. The amount of free acid in solution is quickly 
determined by using capsules of gelatine containing known 
quantities of alkali. A small portion of lacmoid solution is then 
added, and if a pink colour is obtained it indicates the presence of 
more than +}; oz. per gallon of free acid. If a violet colour is obtained, 
` the solution contains less than 4^; oz. of free acid per gallon. 


THE CONTINENTAL ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING INDUSTRY. 


THE NERNST AND Osmium Lamps.—A TEUTONIC BYNDICATE OF 
CABLE MAKERS. 


IT is not at all surprising, in view of the depression in the German 
electrical engineering industry, to find even companies of the first 
rank refraining from entering into certain classes of external con- 


former, the German Patent Office a short time ago decided, in a 
claim brought by a Berlin chemist, that the Nernst patent No. 
104,872 was invalid, but the owner of the patent—the Allgemeine 
Elektricitäts Gesellschaft—has declared that the decision is not of 
particular importance, seeing that it refers only to one of the 14 
patents covering the construction of the lamp. Since then further 
complaints bave been lodged against Prof. Nernst and the A.E.G. 
The patent attacked in the case of the professor related to the 
material used for the illuminating rod, but the Nullity Section of 
the Patent Office sustained the patent. In thecase of the company, 
the complainant disputed the possibility of carrying out the electric 
heating apparatus, and the Patent Office has ordered a demonstra- 
tion of the process, the result of which does not appear to have been 
announced as yet. . 

The Osmium electric lamp—the patent rights for which are held 
in the Fatherland by the German Incandescent Gas Light Com- 
pany—is a considerable time in making its appearance on the 
market. In explanation of the delay the company recently 
stated that it was originally proposed to construct lamps for 
а pressure of 25 volts, because it is easier, for technical 
reasons, to manufacture such lamps than those of higher 
voltage. In the meantime the electric supply stations in 
Berlin, Hamburg and other large towns have proceeded to 
convert their distributing systems from 110 volts to 220 volta. It 
has therefore been in the interests of the company to construct 
lamps for higher pressures, and several months have already been 
devoted to the purpose of overcoming the difficulties in this direc- 
tion. The company further remarked that the lamps would not be 
placed on the market until sufficient stock had been produced. 
This explanation in no way fulfils the anticipations set forth in the 
company's last report, wherein the hope was expressed that the 
manufacture of the lamp would be so far increased in the winter 
season that the current year's trading would show a profit from the 
sale of the lamps. At the beginning of April an Austrian paper 
made some uncomplimentary observations in regard to the lamp, 
which have produced another official statement. The company 
admits that the metal osmium ie rare and dear, but the lamp 
requires little of it, and the filament after being in use for over 
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1,000 hours, can still serve as the raw material for new lamps. The 
Osmium filament is superior to the carbon filament in regard to the 
duration of the illuminating power, although premature burning 
through also takes place in the case of the former. The company 
proceeds to state, apparently in contradiction to its earlier ex- 
planation, that the reason the lamp is not on sale lies solely in the 
fact that the lamps hitherto made are not equalin the matter of 
the durability of the filaments, but that some of them remained 
intact after being in use over 1,000 hours or 1,400 hours, whilst 
others were burned through in 500 hours or less. In these circum- 
stances the company states that it is busily employed in testing 
methods for the production of lamps having uniform fla- 
ments. The outlook for the lamps, the patents for which were 
acquired from the Austrian Incandescent Gas Company by increas- 
ing the share capital of the German company to the extent of 
£33,350, does not appear to be very promising. The Austrian com- 
рагу, too, is entitled by the terms of the agreement to one-half of 
the future proceeds after it has received £25,000 out of the initial 
profits—certainly not an unsatisfactory bargain for that company. 
But the German company is now threatened with a competitor, 
teeing that a foreigner has made application to the Patent Office for 
protection for a new process of manufacturing an osmium lamp. 
The Incandescent Gas Light Company immediately submitted 
objections on the ground that the system proposed by the inventor 
was impracticable, but the Patent Office bas overruled the objec- 
tions, it being held that it is not impossible that something useful 
may result from the process. 

An important announcement is contained in the report that a 
syndicate of cable makers has been formed, to which belong all the 
makers throughout Germany. "The object of the organisation is to 
guarantee the individual members of the syndicate a definite annual 
turnover, but if it follows out the practice of other syndicates in 
the Fatherland — which seems highly probable in view of the unsatis- 
factory position of some of the works—it will have a more compre- 
hensive scope. "The policy of the syndicates in general is to com- 
bine for the purpose of forciug up prices at home in order to sell 
the surplus production in other countries at any price obtainable, 
even if the latter sales are effected at or below cost price. 
It is not very material to the syndicated firms whether their foreign 
transactions are conducted at a profit or at a loss, because if they 
are able to keep their works in constant operation they are able to 
produce more economically, and as any losses on export business 
a:e more than counterbalanced by the inflated inland prices— which 
are only possible by reason of the high protective tariffs in force— 
the final result is an average profit on the total output of a satisfac- 
tory character. On the other hand, the absence of syndicates keeps 
prices down, owing to competition among the home firms, and the 
general results are on the whole less favourable to the firms 
iudividually. If the new cable syndicate emulates its predecessors 
in other trades, we may expect further competition in England in 
the matter of cables. At the same time, it seems soaewhat 
incredible that well-known and well-established cable makers in 
Germany should have become associated with some of the 
impoverished undertakings which have been founded during the 
past few years. It is doubtful whether they have; but the eventa 
of the next few months should throw some light on the question. 


GERMAN CoMPANIES—RESULTS. 


The directors of the Company for Electrical Investments, of 
Cologne, which closed its financial year last June with a deficit 
exceeding £250,000 on a capital of £750,000, have been engaged 
for several months past in the elaboration of a scheme of reorgani- 
sation, in order to place the undertaking on a sound basis. Inti- 
mately associated with the Helios Company, for which it has acted 
as a trust, the company bas now approved a scheme for reducing the 
share capital by one-half, namely, to £375,000, and for the issue of 
6 per cent. preference shares to the extent of £250,000. The share- 
holders, by a large majority, adopted resolutions to this effect at an 
extraordinary meeting held recently, after amendments had 
been disposed of, which proposed the appointment of a committee 
of five members to ascertain the actual monetary requirements to 
reorganise the company, the actual amount of the deficit, and the 
extent to which a reduction in the share capital was necessary. 

The Company for Electrical Enterprises, of Berlin, has experi- 
enced a severe set-back during the past year. It has a share capital 
which has remained stationary at £1,500,000 for several years past, 
and a bond issue which was increased from £1,500,000 in 1900 to 
£1,750,000 last year. The company, which acts as the trust of the 
Union Electricity Company, and the Loewe group, is interested in 
а considerable number of lighting, tramway, and other undertakings 
in Germany and other countries. The net profits realised in 1901 
amount to £64,293, as compared with £143,743 in the preceding 
year, the former sum being less than in any period since 1896. As 
а consequence, a reduction in the dividend becomes necessary, the 
distribution proposed being at the rate of 4 per cent., as against 
8 per cent. in 1900, 10 per cent. in 1899 and 1598, aud 84 per cent. 
in 1897 on the same amount of ordinary capital In explanation of 
this retrogression, the report remarks that the economic depression 
has unfavourably affected a large number of the undertakings in 
which the company is interested. The receipts per car-mile from 
the numerous tramways remained practically stationary, and 
although the consumers of the electric lighting undertakings further 
increased, the expenses, especially wages, and the prices of coal, 
continued at their highest level. The condition of the Stock 
Exchange rendered it difficult to effect sales of securities, and com- 
pelled the company to write down investments, on account of depre- 
ciation, to the extent of £54,900. Among the securities disposed 
of at a profit during the year, the report refers to the sale of more 
than one-balf of the number of shares held by the company in the 
British Thomson-Houston Company. The investments of the com- 


pany are now booked at £2,867,500, as compared with £3,000,000 a 
year ago; but in view of the generally unfavourable position of 


_ affairs, new business is not being entertained. 


The high stage of prosperity enjoyed for several years by Ludwig 
Loewe & Co., of Berlin, has been considerably checked by the 
results of the past year’s trading, although the shareholders will 
still receive a handsome dividend for that period. It is pointed out 
in the company's report that special endeavours were rendered 
necessary in order to provide the factory with work, and that even 
where machine tools were actually required by customers, the latter 
postponed the placing of orders to a future occasion. Notwitb- 
standing the inactivity in trade, the technical equipment of the 
works bas been further improved. The company has disposed «f 
its shares in the British Thomson-Houston Company at a profit, but 
the Aschersleben Engineering Works, and the German Niles Tool 
Works, in which the company is interested, suffered from a lack of 
orders. The gross profits for 1901 amount to £125,680 as compared 
with £171,733 in the previous year, and the net profits to £51,114 
as against £99,033. It is intended to pay a dividend at the rate of 
12 per cent. on the share capital, which amounts to £375,000, whilst 
the company bas a bond issue of £450,000. The present distribu- 
tion compares with a dividend of 24 per cent. paid last year, and 
in each of the financial periods since 1895. 

The Heddernheim Copper Works Company has now carried 
through the scheme of reorganisation which was approved a year 
ago, and under which the share capital of £300,000 was reduced to 
£200,000, and an issue made of 6 per cent. preference sharee 
amounting to £50,000. The income from manufacturing opera- 
tions and investments was £25,323 less than in 1900, but, on the 
other hand, the general and working expenses, especially on account . 
of the abandonment of the unremunerative St. Petersburg works in 
the previous year, were £69,078 less. It is proposed to pay out of 
the net profit of £1,826 the dividend on the. preference shares for 
six months. There was no distribution made on the ordinary shares 
for 1900, but in 1899 a dividend of 5 per cent. was paid, in 1898 8 
per cent., in 1897 9 per cent., and in 1896 84 per cent. The com- 
pany's report refers to the gradual transference of the departments 
from Heddernheim to Gustavsburg, and to the new installations at 
the latter place, and states that on their completion in July, the 
company will be able to manufacture advantageously. It appears 


.tbat the heavy decline in the price of copper has not had any note- 


worthy influence on the undertaking, wnich has a sufficiency of 
orders for the present time. 

The German Babcock and Wilcox Boiler Company, of Ober- 
hausen, appears to mske little progress. A loss of slightly 
over £100 was incurred in the year 1899—1900, and a net profit of 
less than that sum was earned in 1900—1901. The company has 
experienced the effects of the general depression, and notwith- 
standing an increase in the value of the orders from £12,500 to 
£64,000, the general results do not show any noteworthy improve- 
ment. The gross profits amounted to £15,479, and the net profit to 
£65. | 


OTHER COUNTRIES. 


The Paris Compressed Air Company, which several years ago 
subordinated its compressed air branch to that of the supply of 
electric light, continues in an unsatisfactory condition. During the 
past financial year the gross profits amounted to £146,185, of which 
£5,267 was derived from the compressed air department, and the 
net profits reached £99,066, as against £81,200 in the preceding 
year. The net profits have as hitherto been transferred to the 
special account for the redemption of the capital expenditure, thu: 
increasing this item to £235,334. 

The Compagnie Générale de Traction, of Paris, which had a 
credit balance of nearly £48,000 at the close of 1900, has completeu 
the past financial year with the enormous deficit of £800,000. 
After dealing with the unfortunate history of electric tramways in 
general, and the mistakes made by the company, the report states 
tbat a new combination has been formed whereby the necessary 
financial assistance bas been assured, and the obligations of the 
subsidiary companies facilitated. The tramways in Paris and 
environs have been completed, and the works are in operation, tu 
that the company will be able to devote itself entirely to the pre- 
vincial undertakings. It is expected that satisfactory results will 
be obtained from these lives, although three years are necessary to 
obtain a normal working vondition. 

The condition of the Alioth Electricity Co.,of Arlesheim, near Basle, 
regarded from the standpoint of the assurances given in previous 
reporte, has created surprise among the shareholders of this Swiss 
undertaking. With a capital of £240,000, the year 1901 has termi- 
nated with a debit balance of £138,000, so that over one-half of the 
ordinary capital bas been lost. The company’s report attributes 
the considerable deticit mainly to the compensation paid for delays 
in delivery, the depreciation of raw materials and manufactures, . 
and the abnormal height of the working expenses; in fact, the 
manufacturing and working expenses alone exceeded the income 
from the sale of manufactured goods. In the circumstances, the 
directors have proposed a scheme for reducing the share capital to 
£120,000 and issuing 6 per cent. preference shares to the amount of 
£120,000. When the scheme of reorganisation was submitted at the 
recent meeting an attempt was made to postpone the consideration 
of the report, in order thata committee might be appointed to con- 
sider the position of affairs. But on the chairman pointing out that 
unless the reorganisation was immediatcly taken in hand, it was 
possible the company would go into liquidation in the course of a 
few days, the amendment was rejected and the scheme was 
approved. 

Among other Swiss enterprises may be mentioned. the Neuhausen 
Aluminium Company, which proposes to pay a dividend for 1901 at 
the rate of 13 per cent., as compared with 124 per cent. in 1900; 
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the Oerlikon Accumulator Works 15 рег cent.; Ње Zurich Tele- 
phone Company 4 per cent, as in 1900; and the Société 
d'Enterprises Electriques, of Geneva, no dividend, as in tbe previous 


year 

The Hungarian Schuckert Company, of Buda-Pesth, is a new 
formation constituted by the Nuremberg Schuckert Company, the 
Austrian Lander Bank, Schoeller & Co., and the Bohemian Union 
Bank. It has a nominal capital of 2,000,000 kronen, and the basis 
of the company is the Pressburg works. 
Company also a branch of the Nuremberg parent—has just decided 
to increase its share capital from 8,000,000 kronen to 9,000,000 
kronen, in order to acquire shares in the Hungarian allied concern. 

The Russian Siemens & Halske Company, of St. Petersburg, 
realised in the financial year 1900—1901 a net profit of 259,581 
roubles as compared with 419,694 roubles in the previous year. 
This allows of the payment of a dividend at the rate of 2} per 
cent. as against 5 per cent. in the corresponding period. The cause 
of the diminished profits is attributed by the company to the 
unfavourable Customs tariff for electrical manufactures and the 
unsatisfactory condition of business in general. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION. 


[Paper read at the Town Hall, Northampton, before the Tramways 
Committee and others.] 


By PHILIP DAWSON. 
(Concluded from page 834.) 


TRACTION SYSTEMS. 


If we neglect the method of working tramcars by means of 
accumulators carried on tbe car itself, which has been abandoned, 
there are three methods of operating an electric tramway, all 
similar in that current is generated at a central station and-picked 
up by cars from a charged conductor. These systems of traction 
are known as :— 

(a) The surface contact system. 

(6) The underground conduit system. 

(c) The overhead trolley system. 

Of the above, the last two are really the only practical methods in 
existence. 

(a) In the surface contact system, а number of contact studs are 
Jaid in the track, each stud containing a switch by means of which 
it can be connected to the feeders leading from the generating 
station. The switches are designed to be only operated when the 
car is over them, this being done by an automatic device of which 
there are several varieties—most of them are based upon the action 
of an electro-magnet. When the stud is not covered by the car, tht 
connection between the stud and the feeder is broken, and the stud 
i4 dead and harmless. The саг picks up the current from the stud 
by means of a slipper, which is 1nade rather longer than the distance 
between the studs, зо as to always make contact with one of them. 

This system while perfectly correct theoretically cannot be said to 
have been a success commercially. In Paris a number of miles of 
track were equipped on this principle, but the system was found to 
be a complete failure; at present most of the lines in question are 
being converted to the overhead trolley system. There is only one 
example of the surface contact system in England, and that is the 
experimental line which has just been put in by the Lorain Steel 
Company at Wolverhampton. 

The chief objections to the system are :—' 

1. There is always a possibility that one of the automatic switches 
may fail to act, with the result that & stud will be left energised 
after the car has passed. 

2. The studs must project to a certain distance above the level of 
tbe road, or else the collector on the car will not make contact with- 
out rubbing on the road—bence the studs must always offer some 
obstruction to ordinary traffic. 

3. There is considerable loss through leakage from the studs. 

Practically the only tbiog that can be said in its favour is that it 
obviates the necessity of overhead wires, with their possible dangers, 
without the terrible expense which is entailed by the construction 
of an underground conduit. 

(50 In the underground conduit or slot system a conduit is con- 
structed under the whole Jength of track, which conduit contains 
the charged conductors from which the car collects current. Com- 
munication between tbe car and tbe interior of the conduit is 
established through a narrow alot in the roof of the latter, which 
permits the collector carried by the car to move along the conduit, 
and thereby make rubbing contact with the conauctors. The 
conduit can be constructed with a separate slot rail in the centre of 
the track, or under one of the track rails, which combines the offices 
of slot rails and track rail. The objection to this latter method is 
the difficulty experienced at points and crossings. This difficulty 
сап, however, be overcome by deflecting the conduit to the centre 
of the track when points or crossings are encountered. 

The chief qualities required of a conduit are that it should have 
ample strength to resist any tendency of the slot to close, and that 
it should be easily cleaned out. 

The cbief objection to the conduit system is its very heavy first 
cost, and the amount of disturbance caused to ordinary traffic by 


The Austrian Schuckert . 


excavations which are necesrary when building it. In the case of 
the conduit of the Metropoliten Street Railway of New York, the 
cost of construction came out at about £30,000 per mile of track 
With conduits special work is very expensive, not only in first cost 
but in repairs and maintenance, owing to the additional number of 
slot points and crossings. 

The principal advantages of the system are :— 

1. An insulated return can be used and the use of the trackirails 
for this purpose dispensed with, thus avoiding bonding and any 
possibility of electrolysis. 

2. It is not necessary to have overhead trolley wires, and thus 
anv danger from their presence is done away with. 

The system is a thoroughly sound one, and has operated with 
perfect success commercially in several cities in the United States 
and on the Continent. 

(c) The overhead trolley system is the one which is almost 
universally used for tramways and light railways, and it is very 
doubtful if engineers would ever instal any other system, except 
under special circumstances. Where such has been the case, how- 
ever, it will usually be found that the reason why the overhead 
system was not employed, was because the city authorities would 
not grant permission to erect overhead wires. 

There are very few real objections which can be urged against 
this system. Many people object to the trolley wire on the 
ground of its appearance, but this is a matter which is generally 
remedied by use and familiarity; after a short time it is scarcely 
noticed. 

It lacks one advantage of the conduit system, viz, the insu- 
lated return circuit, and special care in the bonding of the track is 
consequently necessary. Of course, it would be quite possible to 
have an insulated return circuit overhead, but the additional 
trouble and expense of stringing double trolley wires would 
completely swamp any slight advantage which might be gained 
therefrom. 

The real objection to the overbead wire is that there is always 
a possibility, however slight, of ita breakage and fall. This, how- 
ever, is а most infrequent event, and there are numerous eafety 
devices to prevent the possibility of any serious accident should such 
a thing happen. 

On the other hand, the system has considerable advantages. It is 
much cheaper than conduit construction, and putting down the line 
does not cause nearly such disturbance in the strects. All the insu- 
lators, &c., are visible and accessible, thus facilitating and cheapening 
repairs and maintenance. 

Electric traction is having a very great influence on the value 
of land, and considerable areas which before the advent of electric 
traction were a drug in the market are now being covered with 
houses. The reason of this is that the rapid transit facilities 
afforded by the use of electricity enable people to live at con- 
siderably greater distances from their work than formerly, and 
bring the outlying suburbs into much closer touch with the centre 
of business. 16 is in the expansion which is thus rendered possible 
that we may look for a solution to the ever-present ‘“ housing” 
problem. 

Advantages of Electric Traction.—In the present state of affairs 
horse traction is quite inadequate to satisfactorily cope with the 
demands of a public who require to be carried quickly and cheaply 
from one place to another. Horses are slow and expensive and un- 
sanitary, besides occupying a considerable amount of space, of which 
there is generally none too much. They can neither start nor stop 
quickly, but waste a considerable amount of time in doing either, 
especially the former. Thus, some form of mechanical traction is 
absolutely imperative, and of all forms of mechanical traction, elec- 
tricity possesses the most advantages and desirable qualities. It is 
silent, clean, rapid and economical, and when starting from a 
standstill, full speed can be reached in a very short time. It is this 
quality of rapid acceleration which renders electric traction so 
specially suited for its work. It is only on comparatively rare 
occasions that a tramcar bas a straight unimpeded run on which it 
can go at the maximum speed allowable—generally iv is constantly 
being slowed up by the rest of the traffic. Thus on a crowded roai 
a horse tramcar very rarely, if ever, runs at anywhere near its maxi- 
mum speed, for by reasou of the constant stops it never has time 
to get up speed before it has to slow down again. On the otber 
hand, an eleetric tramcar being able to get up speed with extreme 
rapidity, can take advantage of every opening which presents 
itself, and maintain a very fair average speed under extremely 
difficult conditions. 

At one time cable traction was considered a serious rival to elec- 
tricity, but practical experience has proved the superiority of the 
latter system, except under most exceptional circumstances. 

Where cable traction fails is in its rigidity —if by any cause traffic 
is stopped and the cars get “bunched " together, it is practically im- 
possible to separate them again, as a cable car cannot make up time 
like an electric car. Another disadvantage is that it is quite 
posssble for any gripman by making a mistake at points or crossings 
to practically wreck the whole system or anyhow throw it into con- 
fusion for some considerable period. 

Every part of an electric tramway has received tbe most careful 
study by those who are interested in the subject, and at the present 
day there is absolutely nothing experimental about the whole 
subject. A very large amount of experience has been gained, and 
everything has been standardised, во that there need be no hesita- 
tion as to the results which will be obtained through the installation 
of the ordinary direct current system. One cannot urge too 
strongly the importance of using the best material in every branch 
of the system, and equipping the line in a thoroughly sound and 
solid manner. 

The increased capital expenditure is more than counter-balanced 
by the smoothness of working of the whole system and the freedom 
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from accidents, breakdowns, and such like. The power plant 
especially should be most carefully designed, so that, in the event 


of extensions being required in the future, these can be made in a 


per manner, so that the enlarged station will work economically 
and conveniently as a whole and not, as is sometimes the case, as 
two separate stations side by side. 

In conclusion, a word as regards traction on main line railways 
may not be out of place. Until it may be satisfactorily proved 
that electric traction will reduce the working expenses, it is certain 
that no railway company will adopt it unless it ie forced to. It is 
very doubtful if any of the high speed railways which are proposed 
to-day can be financially successful for long-distance travelling—it 
in expense rather than time which will be the determining factor. 
If railway companies can greatly increase their traffic by increased 
speed they can do so at once without adopting electric traction. 
Thus at the present moment the Pennsylvania Railway Company 
are running trains at а schedule speed of from 70—80 miles an hour 
for long distances with heavy trains. We are by no means near the 
limit of speed of locomotives in this country—thus at the present 
moment in France, the Northern Railway runs a distance of 184 
miles in 3 hours and 10 minutes as compared to a distance of 1834 
miles between London and Manchester run in 4 hours 10 minates— 
capital is easily obtained when a profit is assured. Long-distance 
electric traction is no doubt a fascinating subject, but should not be 
at the present moment considered practical, We are unprepared 
at the present moment to undertake the electrification of main 
lines, and it bas not been shown that it would pay if it were done. 

Given all the schemes which have been so far suggested, there 
are such serious objections that it is not probable that anyone will 
be found hardy enough to carry them out. On urban and suburban 
lines the case is entirely different. There the traffic is ready-made, 
awaiting greater facilities which electricity alone can furnish. 
Here there is knowledge and experience to point the way in 
which the work should be carried out. 


b 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
| By A. О. EBORALL. 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


(Continued from page 832.) 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE ARMATURE, 


The mechanical construction of the armatures of large polyphase 
generators of the fly-wheel type turns very largely upon the question 
of rigidity, and the attainment of this at a minimum cost 1s by no 
means such a simple matter as appears at first sight. 

Even with slow speed direct current generators of large size, 
considerable attention bas to be paid to the stiffness of the 
stationary part, and it is for this reason that most direct current 
generators of 2,000 to 3,000 kw. are built with cast-iron field 
yokes; otherwise this material would certainly not be employed, 
on account of magnetic reasons, and reasons connected with the 
cost of manufacturing, transport, erection, &c. Naturally, the 
case of the stationary armatures of large slow-speed polyphase 
generators is much more difficult; as already pointed out, the fly- 
wheel type of generator must of necessity be of large diameter in 
order that the necessary fly-wheel etfect may be attained with 
minimum weight—it is essentially a machine of small width and 
large diameter. The armature, consisting of a cast-iron casing in 
which is assembled a large weight of laminated iron, is not in the 
most favourable condition for withstanding change of shape. For 
considering the complete armature, it isa built-up structure sub- 
jected to stresses, due to its own very considerable weight, to the 
magnetic pull, to the expansion and contraction caused by the 
changes of temperature of the core, and to the changing magnetic 
fiax in the core. And yet perfect rigidity is a necessity in order to 
ensure security of working and freedom from vibration and noise. 
Clearly, in order that the air gap length may be limited to an 
amount which will not interfere with the efficiency of the generator 
(on account of the excitation losses) the most careful design and 
workmanship are required. An air gap of 8 in. in & diameter of 
25 ft. (4,000-k&w. 50-cycle generator), worked at a flux-density of 
58,000 lines per square inch, does not leave much margin for 
indifferent design or execution. As a matter of fact, the air-gap 
length (distance from iron to iron) in such generators is evaluated 
priacipally from this point of view, tbat is to say, from mechanical 
considerations. 

'The mere addition of weight to the armature casing does not 
necessarily mean rigidity, on account of the increase in the stresses 
on the structure due to such additional weight; the necessary stiff- 
ness must rather be attained by careful design, aided by special 
arrangements. Remembering also how grcatly the magnetic pull 
on the armature increases with a decrease of distance, it is clear 
that it is of great importance to keep the air-gap of uniform length 
all round the armature; this means that the air-gap must be capable 
of being adjusted in all directions, when the generator is first erected, 
and preferably afterwards as well, so that the diminution in the air- 
gap. length at the lower part of the armature, due to the wear of the 
bearings, may be compensated for, if desired. So that tbe special 


arrangements above mentioned for stiffening the armature must also 
include provision for adjusting it in every direction, in order to 
attain this object. | 

There are two principal methods used in the best practice of 
to-day, which may now be briefly described. The first method is 
well illustrated n fig. 3, and needs but little comment. The lower 
half of the casing is supported by adjustable screws all round it, 
so that the sagging of the lower half of the armature can be 
entirely prevented on account of most of the weight being taken 
op thése screws. If the weight was not taken up in this way, the 
entire weight of the lower half of the armature falling upon the 
feet standing on the sole plates, it would be impossible, in a large 
machine, to prevent such sagging; the lower casing would be 
for the most part under tension under these circumstances, while, 
on the other hand, with the weight falling upon the foundation, 
the material is not subjected to appreciable atress. 

With this method, the adjustment of the air-gap is readily made 
at any time; Me magnet wheel being in position, the lower half of 
the casing is first erected on the sole-plates and then the air-gaps at 
the sides are made equal to one another with the aid, of the hori- 
zontal sole-plate screws seen on each side of the generator. The 
upper part of the armature is now put on and bolted up, and then 
the whole armature is adjusted for equality of the air-gaps at the 
top and bottom by means of the vertical sole-plate screws. The 
three sets of supporting screws in ihe pit are next screwed out 
until the weight of the lower part of the armature is taken by them, 
after which the air-gap 18 once more checked all round, and a final 
fine adjustment of the screws is made if required. 


Fia. 104. 


— Fic. 10Р, 


In both portions of such an armature, the maximum stress on the 
casing occurs at an angle of about. 45° to the horizontal; on account 
of this the upper part must have its greatest rigidity at these posi- 
tions, but for the lower part this is uanecessary, on account of the 
casing being relieved of its stress by the screwa. 

The above method of arranging the armature makes a sound 
engineering job, leaving nothing to be desired; it has been used 
with the best results on a great number of machines of all sizes. 
The second method of armature construction referred to above 
is indicated in skeleton in fig. 10А; it originated with Memers. 
Brown, Boveri & Co., and has been used by them since 1893 
with great success. In recent years several other firms have 
adopted it ог its modifications, one of which will be mentioned 
hereafter. | 

The method consists in carrying the armature ring on cast-iron 
Spider frames, which are supported by trunnion rings cast on the 
main bearings; this special construction not only allows a very 
light armature casing te be used, as it is stiffened by the arms in 
а most ample manner equally all round, but it possesses other 
advantages. By removing a few bolts, the whole armature can be 
barred round on its centre, thus bringing the lower half out of the 
pit for inspection or repairs, and again, a bed-plate or sole-plate 
for carrying the armature is unnecessary ; further, the armature bore, 
when the plant is first installed (new bearings), is absolutely 
concentric with the magnet wheel, and of course quite independent 
of the experience of the erector, as he cannot go wrong. The same 
excellent principle somewhat moditied is employed in the arma- 
ture construction of the external revolving field type of generator 
built by the same firm, which has already been described and 
illustrated in fig. 1. 

The disadvantages of the arrangement are trifling—should an 
armature coil situated immediately behind an arm of the spider 
frame burn out, it is somewhat difficult to get at it in order to re- 
wind it, and also the machine is difficult to take down should this 
ever be necessary. 'To these two small disadvantages might be 
added a third, namely, that it is not possible to adjust the air gap 
to allow for wear on the bearings, but seeing that this wear is so 
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small in such planta, and as the armature is amply rigid enough to 
stand any extra strain that might arise owing to the gap at the 
bottom being a trifle smaller than that at the top, the point is of 
small importance. 

An indifferent copy of the Brown construction is shown in 
skeleton in fig. 108; it consists in substituting radial tie rods for 
the cast-iron spider frames. Itis a poor design, on account of the 
unmechanical nature and unpleasing appearance of the whole con- 
struction, and also because the tie rods are subjected to vibrations 
communicated from the armatae roper. It is, moreover, very 
doubtful whether the air gaps could be got properly right in gene- 
rators constructed in this manner. 

Another method of armature construction, which, however, is more 
or less in an experimental stage, is sketched in fig. 11, a and B; in 
this design the armature core is braced by means of adjustable tie 
rods arranged round the armature in either of the two ways shown. 
As can be seen, the core has no casing; it is built up in the shops 


between stout steel end plates and bored out; after erection the tie 
rods are adjusted until the bore is concentric with the magnet wheel. 
The construction represents an attempt to reduce the weight of 
idle material in the armature to zero, and also to standardise large 
machines, because as the armature casing does not exist, machines 
of varying output can be made by altering the width of the core; 
a generator constructed on these lines becomes exceedingly light 
and also cheap, and (because of the absence of the heavy armature 
castings) can be quickly manufactured. But in the author's opinion 
machines constructed on such lines afford an instance of theory 
pushed too far, for the construction, looked at from the standpoint 
of good mechanical engineering, is by no means above criticiem. 
As the theory underlying the construction of such braced armatures 
is, however, of considerable interest, and apparently sound, it is 
perhaps worth while to point out very briefly the most important 
disadvantages of the arrangement. 


The principal objection to be made, which is based upon the | 


experience gained during recent years by the leading constructors 
of large polyphase generators, is that such a machine is bound 
to suffer from vibration. On account of the (already enumerated) 
stresses to which large polyphase generators of the fiy-wheel. type 
are subjected, a machine which has a definite inherent rigidity. is 
certainly to be preferred to one made of a light bridge-work struc- 
ture, such as a braced armature generator. The latter has no 
stiffness laterally, and is sure to vibrate sooner or later, especially 
when a really large machine is in question. 
to & slight inaccuracy in the adjustment of the tie rods, or to any 
other cause, such as temperature changes, the air-gap is a little 
smaller on one side than the other, a very large one-sided stress is 
produced, which on account of the elastic nature of the whole con- 
struction means vibration and noise. It is evident, therefore, that 
such braced armatures necessitate exceedingly accurate adjustment 


of parts, which must, moreover, be done when the machine is in 


position, the result being that the akill and reliability of the erector 
have to be entirely relied on, which is always undesirable. On the 


other hand, even if the air-gap was practically right all round, such 


& construction is very liable to be disturbed by resonance effects 
due to the combined vibrations. 

The saving on the first cost of a generator having a braced arma- 
tures is not so mach as would appear at first sight. Inthe first 
place, a well-constructed generator arranged on standard lines with 
а proper cast-iron casing for the armature core, bas not a great 
deal of idle material about it, in proportion to the total weight of 
the machine. Thus, for instance, a three-phase generator of 
standard construction (compare fig. 2, and the data already given) 
rated at 4,000 kw., 75 revolutions, 6, 500 volts, and 50 cycles, and 


. 1f, for instance, owing : 


having a fly-wheel effect (5 M v) of 10,700 foot-tons (cyclic irre- 


gularity when driven by a well-designed  three-crank com- 
pound engine about 1 in 300) weighs about 190 tons without shaft, 
bearings, or exciter. Of this weight, about 32 tons is required for 
the cast-iron armature casing; the remainder must be reckoned as 
useful weight, as it is required for electrical and magnetic purposes, 
and to produce the fly-wheel effect necessary for the engine builder. 
So that the weight of idle materialis only about 17 per cent. of 
the total weight of the generator, which is quite a resentative . 
figure for large generators, where the value is gen y between 
15—20 percent. Bearing in mind that the armature fading: con- . 
sists simply of cast-iron, requiring less machining, and being 
cheaper to make than the tie rods and other appendages required 
for braced armature generators, it is clear that the total saving on 
the first cost of the latter а allowing for carriage, &c.) is 
inconsiderable. 

It is a mistake to suppose that the cast-iron casing of standard 
gonerators impairs the ventilation of the armature core and wind- 
ings, for, as a matter of fact, the contrary is the case, provided this 
casing is well designed. Under these circumstances there will be a 
free and continuous circulation of cool air round and throogh the 
core and windings, and the effective radiating surface of the core is 
increased by the presence of the casing, so that the ventilation is 
always more than sufficient for the most stringent requirements. 
It is therefore evident that the armature without casing offers no 
advantage in this respect. ° 

The unmechanical and light appearance presented by braced 
armature generators is not improved by the sheet-iron guards used 
for protecting the winding of the armature. Ав the core of the 
latter is quite open, the ends of the high pressure coils are wholly 
exposed at the sides of the armature, and are consequently 
dangerous and unprotected. In order to avoid this it is necessary 
to resort to protecting shields, which must be of sheet-iron if the 
design is to be consistent in omitting idle weight from the arma- 
ture. 

The disadvantages of the braced armature type of generator 
enumerated above will probably prevent its adoption in this 
country, where sound mechanical engineering is considered (and 
with right) to be the first requirement for all electrical machines. 
The question has been admirably summed up by. Mr. C. E. L. 
Brown, who considers (in a recent communication to the author on 
the subject) that the purpose of a cast-iron frame is not only to 
hold the core and to stiffen it, but also to centre it properly, to 
deaden the vibrations, to protect the windings during 
erection, and also when in regular service, and lastly, to give the 
armature an attractive external appearance, so that it does not look 
like the works of a watch taken out of the case." 


(To be continued.) 


LIGHT. RAILWAYS AND LAND DEVELOP- 
MENT. 


By J. M. HEWITT and W. G. RHODES, M. Sc., M. I. E. E., 
Consulting Engineers, Manchester. 


( Concluded from. page 840.) 


OBJECTS OF THE LIGHT RAILWAYS. 


Speaking generally, the object of the Belgian light rail- 
ways is to supply а quick and ready means of transit for both 
goods and passengers from one village to another or from the 
surrounding country to the main line stations. There is no 
endeavour made to compete with the main railways; on the 
contrary, every effort is made to avoid competition. Where 
two towns are connected by both main line and light rail- 
way, the former takes the larger towns and the latter the villages 
on the route, and the fares for both goods and passengers. 
are so arranged that between the two large towns there is a 
balance in favour of the main line. By this arrangement . 
the support of the main lines is secured, and they welcome 
the light lines as local carriers for them. 

‘The light railways have thus the effect of bringing the 
rural districts in touch with the main lines, and agri- 
cultural produce can quickly and cheaply be taken to the . 
large towns for sale. There is, in fact, probably no country 
which is less dependent upon foreign countries for the 
necessities of life than Belgium, and which would feel less 
any foreign depression of trade. The reason of this is 
easily traced to the existence of their unique system of light 
railways, which stimulates the cultivation of the land, 
rendering the farming of formerly isolated districts not only 
а possible but a lucrative occupation. 

As with agriculture, so with other branches of industry. 
In some parts of Belgium large areas of granite rock were 
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unworked owing to the great cost of cartage, but since the 
opening of the light lines quarries have been opened and 
have become staple industries of several districts. 

The National Light Railway Authorities find that the 
effects of the construction of light railways have been :— 

1. To make communication faster and cheaper between 
the country districts and the towns, to the great advantage 
of agriculture. 

2. To foster trade and industry. 

8. To abolish almost entirely cartage of bulky substance, 
which is always high. 

4. To cause a fall in the price of all articles of consump- 
tion brought into the district. 

5. To stimulate new industries, and provide more employ- 
ment for workmen. 

6. To render substances valuable which were previously 
worthless, by making it possible to work them. 

7. To save the Government considerable sums of money 
by doing away with many mail coaches, the mails being 
conveyed gratis by the light lines. | 

8. To reduce the cost of maintaining high roads. 

9. To increase the receipts of main lines. 


THE NATIONAL LiaguT RAILWAY COMPANY OF BELGIUM. 
Let us now inquire how it has been possible to provide 


Belgium with sô complete a network of light railways, and to 


run them through districts for the purpose of developing 
them where the traffic had to be created. Obviously private 
enterprise would not construct a line through a district 
which would require a few years to develop into a paying 
concern. This being the case, and realising the great 
importance of opening out the rural districts, even at the 
risk of temporary loss, the Belgian Government gave every 
encouragement for the formation of the National Light 
Railway Company. Such a company had for years been 
talked about, but it was not until 1885 that it became an 
accomplished fact. 

On the formation of the National Light Railway Company 
the National Treasury advanced the sum of £40,000 to cover 
preliminary expenses, and also guaranteed to contribute 
annually, if necessary, a sum not exceeding £24,000 to assist 
in paying the interest on the bonds issued by the company. 
The State agreed to still further assist by taking up a 
limited number of shares in any light railway exploited by 
the company. 

This support on the part of the State made it a com- 
paratively easy matter for the company to borrow money at 
8 per cent., for which they issued bonds. 

If a district desires a light railway, the local authorities 
apply to the directors of the National Light Railway Com- 
pany to construct one. The company then proceeds to 
examine the district through which the line would run, and 
to form an estimate of the capital outlay necessary to complete 
the construction. If, after having done this, the directors 
consider the scheme sufficiently promising, the province and 
locality through which the line will pass have to guarantee 
not less than 50 per cent. of the money required. The 
actual payment of the money may be spread over a long term 
of years. Private individuals may, if they desire, contribute, 
but they have to pay in full at once. The State then makes 
up the deficit. 

The capital necessary for the construction being then 
guaranteed, the directors of the Light Railway Company 
borrow the money on 3 per cent. bonds on the whole of the 
undertakings. 

The actual working of the line until the province and 
district have paid their last instalment, when the line 
becomes their property, is let by public tender, preference 


being given to local contractors, or to public authorities, who 


are required to run a minimum service of trains which may 
be increased according to the requirements of the traffic. 
Beyonda certain minimum payment, the contractor is paid 
a pre-arranged percentage of the receipts. 

In this way the National Light Railway Company is able 
to construct lines through districts which, while not pro- 
mising immediate profitable returns, show indications of 
developing into paying undertakings, the result being that 
new districts are opened up, and fresh industries created and 
developed to the benefit of the district in particular, and the 
country in general. 


struction of the lines. 


WHAT CAN BE DONE IN ENGLAND. ` 


What has been done on the Continent through this system 
for the benefit of agriculture, can be done here with simi- 
larly beneficial results; hundreds of acres of land in this 
country are at present lying fallow because of the impossi- 
bility of realising a profit on the cultivation, although we 
import dairy produce alone to the extent of 80 millions. per 
annum. 

Light railways, by themselves, may not produce the best 
possible results, but in combination with the factory system 
of associated farming, which, first in America, and subse- 
quently on the Contiment, has proved so successful, there is 
no reason why a large portion of the land at present out of 
cultivation should not help to reduce the imports by a con- 
siderable amount. 

Light railways, on which electricity is the motive power. 
would give considerable advantage to English agriculture 
over the older system on the Continent, where steam is the 
general motive power, as the electrical generating station 
might also comprise the fzctory where the milk from the 


. associated farms could either be sterilised, or made into 


butter and cheese, and the cost of running the machinery 
could be reduced, by employing the men who run the gene- 
rating station also to look after the machinery necessary for 
the treatment of the milk: 

The associated farms could then have power at a cheap 
rate for thrashing, cutting, grinding, or for any other pur- 
pose required, as well as the electric ight which is at present 
looked upon as a luxury. 

Attention has already been drawn to the fact that the 
Light Railways Act of 1896 was passed with the intention of 
promoting the interests of agricultural and fishing industries 
in this country. 

With this object in view, the Government offered to 
advance free grants of money, or loans, on certain conditions 
to an extent not exceeding one half the total cost of con- 
The conditions attached to these 
loans are, however, such as would not conduce to the suc- 
cessful working of the lines, and could seldom be realised in 
this country. 

The first condition is that a railway company already in 
existence shall construct and work the light railway, and a 
second is that landowners, local authorities, and other 
persons locally interested, shall by free grants of land or 
otherwise give all reasonable assistance and facilities in their 
power for the construction of the railway. 

It is, of course, highly essential that the approval and, if 
possible, the support of the existing main lines of railway be 
gecured, but it is neither to their interest, nor to the intcrest 
of the light railways, that they should construct and work 
them. The methods of working in the two cases are entirely 
different, and itis highly improbable that both could flourish 
under the same management. 

The light railway has a field of its own, with special aims 
and conditions, which can only be fostered by special 
methods and by people specially interested in, and adapted 
to, that particular class of work. These aims and condi- 
tions are not only not antagonistic to main line enterprise, 
but, on the contrary, are such as to promote the interests of, 
and increase the traffic on, the main lines. It is only 
necessary to convince the main line authorities of this fact 
and,their approval and support are gained. This is amply 
demonstrated in Belgium with the best results. 

In the second place, State aid for the establishment of 
light lines should not be conditional on landowners giving 
free grants of land. These conditions leave the controlling 
influence in the hands of the landowners, who form but a 
small proportion of the population. ‘The desires of the local 
authorities and the requirements of the people, which should 
be the only sine quà non in order to obtain State aid, may 
be frustrated by people who happen to own the land. 

If landowners do not endeavour to carry out the reforms 
themselves, or to associate with others for the benefit of the 
people who rent their land, it should be possible to act 
without their assistance or consent. 

To illustrate the effect of the Light Railways Act as it at 
present exists, there is one case in which last year the Light 
Railway Commissioners recommended the Board of Trade to 
authorise the construction of a light line about 12 miles in 
length where the conditions are exactly those to which the 
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Act was intended to apply. A Treasury grant will also be 
forthcoming providing the necessary conditions are satisfied. 
The local authorities are not only anxious to have the line, 


but are willing to advance a considerable sum for its con- 


struction. Some of the smaller landowners are also willing 
to render all the assistance in their power, but the large 
landowners will not give any land for the purpose, nor will 
they sell at agricultural value. Thus a district of about 120 
Equare miles is stil without a railway; the inhabitants 
continue to pay six shillings a ton for cartage of coal and 
other necessaries, the fishermen are often obliged to sell their 
fish for manure instead of food, and cattle have to be taken 
long distances for transport to a market. 

The district is an ideal one for a light railway, the land 
being fertile and rich in minerals, but the action of the 
landowners is keeping it from contributing as it should 
do towards the national welfare. | 

The cost of completely equipping a narrow-gauge line for 
12 miles through this district, including generating station, 
would be about £50,000, and if it is considered to serve a 
mile of land on each side of the railway, the 24 square miles 
served being equal to 15,360 acres, the cost of the line would 
be about £3 6s. 6d. per acre, or slightly less than 28. 4d. 
per acre per annum, allowing 34 per cent. interest. This is 
a very small amount when it is considered that in America 
agricultural land has under similar conditions increased in 
value from 5s. to £10 and £20 per acre. 

No farmer would object to pay this amount for the extra 
facilities given, and if the landowners would pay one-third of 
the increased values which would be obtained from the 
land to a company to induce them to construct a line, and 
one-third to the local authorities, there would be very few 
districts without a light railway, since then the light 
railway companies would have a direct interest in the 
land being developed in the best possible way, and land- 
owners, shareholders, and local authorities would have a 
common interest in the development of the district. 

If we have to wait for landowners it will be impossible 
to make great progress; commercial men must be induced to 
enter the field, with all the help the Government can give 
them ; the conditions of labour and earnings will then be so 
assimilated to those in the towns, that agricultural employ- 
ment will be sought after, and the country will benefit by the 
removal of a large proportion of the town population into 
healthier and better surroundings. 

There is a 30 millions per annum trade to work at, with 
Bufficient land for the purpose, and all that is required is 
the necessary enterprise in order to produce results equal to 
those of a good manufacturing business. 


ELECTRICAL LEGISLATION AND THE 
INST. E. E. 


(Continued from page 838.) 


Few men are better able to instruct the public upon this 
question than Lieut.-Colonel Crompton, whose evidence is 
of especial value. 
manufacturer and contractor, he experienced all the 
difficulties arising from the legislative restrictions and 
obstructions by local authorities, of which such well-deser ved 
complaints are made. 

In his statement to the Committee, he speaks from his 
personal experience as a designer, consultant and manu- 
facturer, the history of his own firm being representative of 
the general experience of England's electrical engineering. 
He points out the rapidity with which progress was made in 
this country between 1878,!when he started, and 1882, when 
the firet Electric Lighting Act cameinto being. Nocountry 
was in advance of us, on the contrary, the most important 
schemes for town lighting from large central stations were 
prepared, companies were formed, capital provided, and 
although there was much speculative inflation and too 
sanguine ideas afloat as to the possibilities and probabilities 
of electricity supply in the immediate future, they did not 
warrant the handicapping of the industry by such stringent 
conditions as were imposed under the Act. 


As one of the pioneers of the industry, a 


No doubt the over-speculation and tbe restrictive legis- 
lation taken together, dried up the flowing tide upon which 
electrical engincering was starting with so fair a prospect ; 
but as Lieut.-Colonel Crompton states, there was no practical 
reason (but for these exceptional reasons) why London should 
not have been supplied by the end of 1884. 

The advantages enjoyed by America, Germany and 
Switzerland in being encouraged, instead of restricted, by 
legislative enactments and regulations, enabled them to 
forge ahead of us, being able by the use of bare overhead 
copper wires to develop and experiment on the whole arrange- 
ments of electrical network, whereas the restrictions which 
necessitated underground conductors with heavy capital 
expenditure, rendered such facilities in our country 
impossible. And so, as Lieut.-Colonel Crompton describes 
in his most interesting statement, we gave our foreign com- 
petitors a six years’ start of us. 

The creation of the consulting electrical engineer is a 
natural outcome of municipal trading, as the town 
councillor knows nothing of the business upon which he во 
airily embarks with the ratepayers’ money; and Lieut.- 
Colonel Crompton compares this with the practice in other 
countries where electrical enterprises are carried out by the 
manufacturing engineer’s own staff, who are able to design 
and work out the details of complete projects. The same 
system, of course, applies in the case of private company 
enterprises, the work not only being better done but a saving 
of 5 per cent. secured on the capital outlay, which is a 
matter of considerable importance—the commission actually 
paid in one of the metropolitan boroughs being sufficient to 
put down an installation for the supply of a small town. 

Lieut.-Col. Crompton’s remarks upon the effect of muni- 
cipal monopolies in electricity supply upon the congestion of 
population are very much to the point. He says: The 
tendency to municipalise all these enterprises has led rather 
towards concentration in towns, and is against distribution 
of the manufacturing population over rural districts, 
Towns naturally wish to increase the value of their rateable 
area as much as possible; the decentralising by electric 
transmission is opposed to this.” 

Lieut.-Col. Crompton recommends as a remedy for the 
evils complained of that the Institution should show a 
united front—that they should invite the Board of Trade 
and Parliament to consult them in matters of technical and 
legislative procedure, following upon the Swiss system. The 
difficulty appears to us to lie in securing the “united front,” 
80 long as a section of their members are so deeply interested 
in fomenting municipal trading. 

Under the examination of Mr. Kingsbury, Lieut.-Col. 
Crompton expressed some strong opinions upon the muni- 
cipal consulting engineer fraternity when he said, It was 
а matter of common knowledge that a very large number of 
junior and ill-educated men are acting as consulting engi- 
neers, and doing our industry a great deal of harm. Men 
who left us as pupils, and who were failures in everything, 
blossom out into consulting engineers, and gradually have a 
large number of towns to do. This is a scandal which 
everybody admits, and yet it cannot be avoided so long as 
thcse towns must employ their own consulting engineers.” 

Some interesting evidence was bronght out by Mr. 
Campbell Swinton, showing the difficult problems connected 
with municipal trading. The labour question was em- 
phasised by the conversation between Mr. Madgen and Lieut.- 
Colonel Crompton, which we append, as it places the 
argument very clearly before the public :— - 


254.— Q. In some cases the policy of the local authorities appears 
to have been dictated with the view to securing direct employment 
of the working classes by the local authorities, so that the wages 
might be regulated under unnatural conditions, that is to eay, the 
representatives of the working classes upon the local councils might 
have a hand in regulating the wages of their supporters. 

A. It has undoubtedly had that effect; I do not know whether it 
wasintended. It is one cf the things I have not stated in my 
examiration in chief, but I feel very strongly that one of the worst 
effects of municipal tradirg has been that so much labour has to be 
paid by the muaicipal authorities who are elected by the very men 
whose wages they have to pay. The result is most disastrous. All 
over the country you find wages far above the market rate being 
paid by municipal authorities, and the British working man being 
taught to be idle. It is not confined to our industry alone, but has 
affected our industry very largely. My firm has simply thrown 
back and refused to take a hundred thousand pounds’ worth of 
contracts given to us within the last year or 18 months as being the 
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lowest tender, because we would not subscribe to certain labour 
clauses in those contracts, which, of course, do not occur at all in 
the case of companies or private firms, and are only put in by local 
authorities. The clause I allude to is, that every manufacturer must 
post in a prominent position in his works a notice that he pays the 
trade union rate of wages, andso оп. То those who wish to protect 
the working men who are not trade unionists from the trade 
unionists 16 is rather hard; in fact, it is most illogical and most 
wrong that such things should be permitted, that is to say, that the 
local authorities should throw themselves in with one division, and 
that comprising only one-tenth of the whole body of the labourers 
of the kingdom. 

255.— C. Has it been your experience in cases such as you mention 
that, while British manufacturing firms have not been able to accept 
the orders owing to the onerous terms of the contract, such orders 
have been sent abroad ? 

A. I cannot say personally. It is absolutely the case that more 
than a hundred thousand pounds’ worth of work I had to give up 
last vear, and the year before, for this reason. I do not know 
whether the orders went abroad or not. 

256.—Q. But is it not a fact that when orders for plant for muni- 
cipal purposes go abroad, either to America or Germany, the manu- 
facturers in those countries are outside the sphere of those clauses to 
which you object ? 

А. It is the fact, and it is a very serious handicap to us. 

257.—0. In effect, would you say, from the point of view of the 
working classes themselves, that the policy which is being followed, 
ostensibly in their behalf, is a very short-sighted one ? 

A. Certainly ; the whole policy of limiting output has been very 
disastrous in the past. I think they (the Trade Union leaders) are 
beginning to see things in a better light now, but it must not be 
thought that it is the working classes who wish these clauses; it is 
a few organised bodies of labour who do it, and who number, I 
think, about one-tenth of the whole body of working men. 

258.— 0. But the action of some of these local bodies is supposed 
to be dictated in the interest of labour? 

A. It is unfortunately the case that many of the local authorities 
treat the trade unions as if they did represent the working classes, 
which they do not. 


The evidence of Alderman W. Ivey, of West Ham, and 
Alderman Pearson, of Bristol, deals with the question from 
the experience of members of local authorities who do not 
agree upon the main question of municipal trading. 

Mr. Ald. Ivey starts with the obvious principle that all 
laws should be framed to encourage and develop our national 
industries, not to restrict them, and logically argues that any 
Act that does not do so should not continue to be operative, 
and he points out with considerable force that the practical 
result of the endeavour of the local authority to protect the 
community from the birth of a new monopoly has been to 
create a much worse condition of things by fostering the 
growth of a monopoly of inaction by exercising its right of 
veto, and so blocking electrical enterprise. 

He alludes to the number of provisional orders granted 
to local authorities, but not worked, and gives the following 
reasons why this i8 so :— 

1. Want of funds, other demands than electricity having 
а prior claim due to election pledges, 

2. Imperfect knowledge of the subject, business men 
blocking schemes they think will end in failure, but, we may 
add, often unable, by their being in a minority on the 
Council, to prevent fools rushing in where angels fear to 
tread. 

9. The labour question, which entails additional cost, and 
interferes with ordinary commercial conditions. 

4. Áreas chosen not by reason of their value for light- 
ing, but for influencing votes at a pending election. . 

He recognises the necessity for adopting the large area of 
distribution system for economical supply, and the impossi- 
bility of local authorities agreeing to work together as joint 
authorities on 4 comprehensive scheme. He sees the 
advantage of the great power schemes carried out regardless 
of local boundaries, in removing the evils of the congested 
districts by facilitating tramways into suburban districts, 
and thinks that 25 years hence all factories will be compelled 
to adopt electric power as a cure for the smoke nuisance. 

He gives a history of the Corporation electric enterprise 
in his own borough, proving how they succeeded in delaying 
a supply from 1889 to 1899, when a municipal supply was 
commenced, which has been as financially unsuccessful as 
similar undertakings on the part of most other local autho- 
rities. 

Mr. Ivey does not appear to be opposed on principle to 
municipal trading in electricity, and in this respect does not 
adopt the reasons against it put forward in his paper, as he 
would authorise provisional orders to be granted to local 
authorities in the first instance if they are prepared with a 


` 


counter scheme to the company applying, with a proviso 
that if they do nothing for 12 months, the Board of Trade 
may transfer the provisional order to the company which 
applied in the first instance. 

We doubt if Mr. Alderman Ivey’s proposal would be 
practicable. It would be much simpler if the provisional 
orders were automatically revoked at the end of a fixed 
period, which would prevent their being sat upon. 

We must defer dealing with Alderman Pearson’s views 
until next week, 

| (To be continued.) 


—— 
PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


ORDINABY MEETING HELD May 9тн, 1902. 
Prof. S. P. Тномрвом, President, in the Chair. 


Ов. P. E. Suaw exhibited a “Simple Electric Micrometer.” Two 
years ago Dr. Shaw described an instrument with which he measured 
very small lengths by the application of electric contacts, and the 
micrometer shown was a simple form of the original apparatus. A 
screw, fitted with a milled head, turns in a fixed nut, and its lower 
end presses upon the extremity of the long arm of the lever. A 
metal point is attached to the short arm, and the distance through 
which it moves, on turning the milled head, can be deduced from a 
knowledge of the pitch of the screw and the ratio between the 
arms of the lever. using the instrument this point is always 
brought up to a metal surface, and the contact is accurately deter- 
mined by the telephonic arrangement described in connection with 
the original micrometer. Dr. Shaw illustrated the use of the 
instrument for measuring small lengths by describing eight applica- 
tions to ordinary laboratory measurements. 

Mr. R. J. Воутев asked if any special precautions had been 
taken to prevent deformation in the instrument. If not, then it 
was optimistic to assume that one or more multiplying levers could 
be used to measure lengths of the order of a millionth of a mm. 
with auy physical accuracy, assuming the multiplication of 
measurement to be according to the law of the lever, as Dr. Shaw 
apparently did. 

Mr. W. Watson said that the variation of the temperature of the air 
would distort the lever and produce errors. Dr. Shaw apparently con- 
sidered the instrument as suitable for laboratory work. If it was 
for students it was unnecessarily elaborate, and if for obtaining 
accurate measurements there were objections and uncertainties which 
should be investigated. A similar form of micrometer had been 
described by Mr. Н. C. Russell, and used in the observatory at 
Sydney. 

Mr. J. M. Bann said that as errors would be introduced by varia- 
tions in temperature, it might be advisable to make the instrument 
of a nickel-steel alloy with a small coefficient of expansion. He 
asked if the knife-edges and screws used were good enough to give 
the same reading twice, and said he thought the limit of physical 
accuracy coald be obtained by using a single disc on a screw cali- 
brated throughout its length. He considered röooth of an inch 
to be about the limit attainable by such methods. 

Dr. SHaw, in reply, said that the main justification of the 
apparatus was in the consistency of the results given by it; these 
were excellent, as the tables given in the paper showed. This 
method had been shown to be much more accurate than most of 
thosein general use. Dr. Shaw knew nothing of the prior publica- 
tion in Australia mentioned by Mr. Watson. Some speakers had 
suggested that uncertain deformation of the levers might occur 


during an experiment and vitiate results; but a new strain implied 


a new stress, and, unless a definite change occurred in the forces of 
the system, we could not suppose a change in deformation. A like 
answer was given to the criticism that the levers might expand 
under heat during measurement. Most of the above supposed evils 
of course existed, but they were of small account. As with every 
good apparatus ever produced, if ordinary and suitable precautions 
be taken, these errors were reduced to a lower order of importance 
and could be neglected. In conclusion, the method had been firmly 
established in University College, Nottingham, and had superseded 
other apparatus. It would no doubt spread and become general. 

Papers on “The Conservation of Entropy,” by Mr. J. A. Erskine, 
and Rational Units of Electro-magnetism," by Sig. G. Giorgi, were 
postponed, and the Society adjourned until May 23rd. 


` 


False Doctrine.—We take the following from the 
" Electrical Catechism " of our otherwise admirable contemporary, 
Power :— 

« (), 817.— What is the resistance of a filament ? 

* 4.—The resistance of a 34-watt 16-с.р. lamp for 112 volts is 
precisely 4 ohm, hot; when cold, the resistance is about 1 ohm." 

This marvellous perversion of Ohm's law is enough to make that 
great scientist turn in his grave. But quite apart from clerical 
errors, surely the most casual glance at the figure obtained should 
have revealed its absurdity. The merest tyro in electrical matters 
knows that the resistance of the ordinary glow lamp is of the order 
of hundreds of ohms. 
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NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1903. 


Compiled тен for this journal by W. P. Тиомрвои & Co., Electrical Patent 
елы, Holborn, London W. O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. | 


* 


10,269. ‘Improvements in electric arc lamps.” VzniTYS, LIuIrED, and W. R. 
Ripixos. May 5th. 

10.271. Improvements in apparatus for automatically supplying electric 

wer to operate mechanism in clocks and otber inst uments or machines.” 

. SCOTT. ay 5th. 

10 902. A portable apparatus capable of being concealed by а door-mat or 
other covering which completes a circuit of electricity when trodden on." 
J.Laxpon. May th, s 
0 "Improvements in dynamo electric machinery.“ A. H. MIDGLEY. 

ay 5th. 

10,342. “Improvements in armature windings and in the method of produc- 
ing same." T. J. Mvuruy. May 5th. (Complete.) 

10,869. Improved electric light switch.” J. C. MACALESTER. May 6th. 

10,886. “Improvements in and apparatus for the construction of subways 
and conduits.” T. G. GRIBBLE. May 6th. 

10,387. “ An improved adjustable trolley for electric tramcars and the like.” 
J. REYNOLDS. May 6th. 

10,444. ‘Improvements relating to electric measuring instruments.“ С. 
BxEZ. May 6th. 

10,452. Improvements in wireless telegraphy and means therefor.” J. E. 
Evans-Jackson, (De Forest Wireless Telegraph Company, U.S.) May 6th. 
(Comp'ete.) 

10,457. “Improvements in storage batteries." J. REDDING, L. D. LornRO 
and I. W. DEERIN . May 6th. (Complete.) 

10,459. “Improvements in controllers for electric motors." H. J. Нлррах. 
(D. Bergman, Sweden.) May 6th. 

10, 460. Improvements in trolley collectors for traction systems." T. J. 
MvnprHy. May 6th. 

10,466. '' Electrical appliances for working pile drivers." J. Garvie. May 7th. 

10,478. An improved glass globe for use with electric glow lamps." G. 
Davis, May 7th. 

10,512. An improved electric conduit." G. W. Jones. May 7th. 

10,529. provements in or relating to overhead electric trolley traction 
systems.” J. WATSON. May 7th. 

10,582. ‘Improvements in portable, second or other clectric batteries, 
accumulator plates and the like." L. BRISTOL. ay 7th. (Complete.) 

10,588. *“ Improvements in or connected with trolleys for use with overhead 
conductors in electric traction.“ C. STOLL. May 7, (Complete.) 

10,546. Improvements in or connected with electric conductors, and 
attaching devices for lamps or other current takers.” J.G. Lorrain. (H. А. 
Macdonald, France.) May 7th. 

н “ Improvements in electric lamps of the Nernst type." W. К. WYNNE. 
ay 8th. 

еа ‘Improvements in incandescent electric lamps." G. SWEETSEn. 
ay 8th. 

10,594. Cleats for fastening electric wires or cables in casing or other 
carrying arrangement PET or otherwise or for permanent fixing to walls, 
ceilings, roofs, and the like.“ V. W. HiLBY and H. W. Rowing. May th. 
(Complete.) 

10,608. "Improvements in switches." W. T. Bursey. May 8th. . 

10.673. Improved electrical firing gear for combustible vapour motors.“ 
R. MvLLxR and R. D. Bowman. May 9th. 

10,695. “ Improvements in or connected with attaching metallic connections 
to the plates of electric batteries." J. С. FULLER, G. FULLER and D, FULLER. 
May 9th. 
eL “Improvements in incandescent electric lamp fittings." A. A. GUEST. 

ay 9th. 

10,710. “Improved switchboard for effecting telephonic interccmmunica- 
tion.“ J.YovNo. May 9th. 

10,783. “Improvements in automatic electric regulating or controlling 
devices or systems,” W.STOCKMEYER. May 9th. 

10,755. "Improvements in electrical switches.” J. Н. Tucker. May 10th. 

10,758. ‘ The speedy trolley wire catcher for electric tramway cars.” А. E. 
Baitty. May 10th. 

10,788. “Improvements in or in connection with wireless telegraphy for sig- 
nrlling between stations, either fixcd or moving." C. E. Wisner. May 10th. 

10, 800. Improvements in electrostatic instruments.“ В. Z. рк FERRANTI. 
May 10th, ‘ 


10,811. “ Rotary carbons for electric arc lamps." А. E. Carrer. May 10th. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 822, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps). 


6,204. “Improvements in towing systems fer canais.” Р. M. Justice. 
(Columbia and Electrie Vehicle Company, U.S.A.) Dated March 19th, 1900. 
Relates to a system of electric traction on canals in which the current is 
supplied from the vessel to the tractor-vehicle, which may run on rails or may 
be a road locomotive. An arrangement is shown in which the current is 
supplied by a storage battery, but it may be generated by adynamo. The 
engine driving the dynamo may also be used to drive & screw by which the 
vessel is propelled in wide expanses of water, or in reaches where the wash is 
not liable to cause damage to the banks. The current is conveyed to the 
locomotive by wires, which may be incorporated in the tow-rope, or may be 
separate. When separate, they ате carried by poles, to allow of one vessel 
passing another. A winch is fitted on the pole by which the wires may be 
slackened out or drawn taut. 


6,293. ''improvemsnts in lead presses for making plates tor electric acoumu- 
lators and the like.“ W. P. Thompson. Dated March 20th, 1900. Relates (о a 
roller press or mill for forming ribs or ridges on lead plates. 1 claim. 


5,321. ''improvements iu plates for storage batteries." Н. J. Haddan, C. A. 
Lindstrom, J. Hewitt and T. Hewitt. Dated March 20th, 1900. An improved 
method. Relates to a grid for holding the active material in place io such a 
manner that the active material is continuous from the top to the bottom of 
the plate. 8 claims. 


5,356. ''Improvements Їп or relating to electric cables." R. К. Gray. 
Dated March 21st, 1900. Single or multiple cored cables have such cores 
insulated with alternate layers of hard (gutta-percha) and soft or semi-plastic 
(india- rubber compounds) insulating material. The hard layers are pro- 


vided with longitudinal ribs. Two or more of the combined layers may be 
employed together with an external layer and taping. 


5,382. “improvements іа step-by-step printing instruments." L.M. 
Casella. Dated March 21st, 1900. Printing receivers, in which the type-wheel is 
rotated by means of alternating impulses acting on & polarised relay, and the 
printing is effected by means of a prolonged impulse acting on a slow printing 
magnet. 


5,387. "Im ments in apparatus for wireless telegraphy." G. Mareonl. Dated 
March 21st, 1900. Relates to improvements in systems of wireless telegraphy, 
such as described in Specifications No. 12,089, д.р. 1896; No. 29,306, A.D. 1897: Nos. 
12,325 and 12,326, a.D. 1898; and Nos. 6,982 and 26,186, A.D. 1899. The aerial con- 
ductors are con structed as two concentric surfaces, or as two parallel wires, 
one of which is connected to earth, and both are attached to the oscillator at 
the transmitting station, or to an induction coil at the receiving station. 
Impedances are included in the circuits as shown for syntonising, the trans- 
mitting impedance being capable of great variation for syntonising with any 


particular receiver of the system. 

5,889. "Improvements in and connected with electrically ated railway 
signals." J. Shoeoratt and C. C. Gardiner. Dated March 21st, 1900. Semaphore, 
&c., signals; signalling and communicating between trains; contacts, 
оше Relates to electric mechanism for operating railway semaphore 
signals. 


5,393. ‘‘ improvements ia trolley poles and standards for elestrie traction.” R. P. 
Strachan. Dated March 21st, 1900. Relates to electric railways and tramways 
with overhead conductors. The springs for holding up the pole are placed within 
the standard above or below the bearings between a fixed standard and its rotary 
head. A tubular rod is pivoted to the pole socket, and carries an adjustable collar 
for the spring to bear upon with or without swivelling connections; through this 
tube а conductor is led. The pole socket may be pivoted to the head, or it may 
have a sliding pivotal connection by which the leverage is varied as the pole 
descends. The cap at the top of the standard may be pivoted on the axis of the 
pole or otherwise, and the top of the swivelling head is flanged and provided 
with a drainage hole to kecp out water. Ribs are also made on the pole socket 
for the same purpose. 


5,384. ''An Improved method ef insulating electrical condacters.” Zappert. 
Dated March 21st, 1900. Conductors are нар 000 with alternate layers of non- 
hydroscopic and stiffening materials. The non-hydroscopic materials include 
gutta-percha, india-rubber, paraffin wax, кишп, ceresio, &c., and the 
stiffening materials include paper, yarn, asbestos, vulcanised rubber, &с. 
These may be treated in various ways, such as impregnating. Insulated 
conductors may be enclosed in separate lead sheaths, or conductors may 
be arranged in various ways and enclosed in a common sheathing. Before 
sheathing, the coated conductors may be dried, and impregnated with 
рее сегозі, wax, paraffin wax, Venetian turpentine, oils, resin, and the 

е. lclaim. 


5,696. “А de pure tin by eleetrelysis." К. Qaintaine. 
Dated March rd, 1900. For obtaining pure tin from any source, the electro- 
lyte used consists of & stannic salt dissolved in a strong solution of an 
ammoniacal salt, such asammonium chloride. 1 claim. 


6,628. ‘‘improvements in electric acoumulators.” L. Gumiel. Dated March 
28rd, 1900. The battery consists of a number of trays, all of which, except the 
and bottom trays, have compartments for active material of opposite 

arities formed on each side of its base. The compartments are formed by 
intersecting ribs, and the active material on the lower side of the base is held 
in piece by а finely-perforated plate. The upper and lower trays have each 
only one set of compartments for active material of one polarity. The ribs on 
the upper and lower surface of each tray are coincident, and are enlarged at 
their point of intersection, at which place they may be brought into more 
intimate contact with each other by fusible metal which is poured into dovetail 
recesses contained in them. The trays are separated from each other by grids 
of glass, the bars of which are coincident with the ribs of the electrodes. Each 
tray is filled with electrolyte up to acertain level. 4 claims. 


6,681. *''Transfermer of alternating Into continuous currents of equal er different 
tension." R. Rouge and G. Faget. Dated March 24th, 1900. Relates to apparatus 
for converting alternating into direct current of equal or different tension, or 
vice reread. A transformer is shown for tri-phase currents. The primary coils 
are mounted upon the outer of two concentric cores, & secondary being mounted 
upon the inner core. Thecoil is connected to the sections of a commutator over 
which brushes rotate synchronously with the тео field produced. The 
brushes are rotated by means of electro-magnets suitably mounted within the 
field. There are brushes for collecting the continuous current. The coils may 
be wound in drum or in ring winding, and may produce bi- or multi-polar 
srrangements. A construction of machine for carrying out the method indi- 
cated above is described in Specification No. 5,562, д.р. 1900, 4 claims. 


6,682. ''improvements in apparatus for transforming single and mal 
eurrent into continuouse currents and inversely.” R. Rouge and G. Faget. Dated 
March Mth, 1900. Relates to apparatus for converting or transferring alter 
nating into direct current, and vice veraa. The principle underlying the invention 
is described in Specification No. 5,561, a.D. 1900. The apparatus comprises two 
parts :—(1) The fixed part, consisting of the fixed primary and secondary coils, 
and (2) a movable part for rotating the brushes over the commutator to which 
the secondary coils are connected. 5 claims. 


5,589. “improvements In or connected with electric storage batteries.” И. Р. 
Thompson. (Communicated.) Dated March 24th, 1900. Relates to batteries 
adapted to traction requirements. 28 claims, 


6,636. “improvements relating te the measurement of electric Fewer and energy 
In thr alternatiag enrront and power.” R. Arno. Dated March 24th, 11 
Power 15 measured оп a symmetrically -loaded three- phase alternating 
current system by an induction wattmeter or motor meter, the current coil of 
which is inscrted in one main, while the pressure between the second main 
and a point on the load between the third main and a neutral connection, such 
that the lag of the current in the pressure coil due to its inductance is increased 
to 96^ behind the current in the first main, on a non-inductive load. The соп: 
ncction may be obtaided оп a three-phase inductance connected between the 
mains. The system may be inductively loaded. 2 claims. 


6,583. “improvements lu electr meters.” А. Wright. Dated March Mth, 
1900. Relates to quantity meters. ore particularly to mercury voltameters, 
such as are described in Specitication No, 2,222, a.p. 1900, are provided with 
various improvements. 


6,649. ‘‘ improvements ia and relating to telegraphic apparatus.” 8. 0. Brown 
and J. A. L. Heariove. Dated March 26th, 1 Relates to arrangements 
especially for submarine working by duplex and other systems. The relay, such 
as described in Specification No. 1,484, 4. D. 1899, are preferable coupled up by 
means ої insulating springs, to а second heavy damping coil, which may be 
double-wound and arranged in the relay circuits во as to emphasise the signal 
currents otherwise distorted by the charging of the condenser. The relay coils 
may be arranged to oppose or strengthen the motion of the main coil, and may 
be supplied with current from the relay circuit, the cable, or from an inde- 
pendent source. In the case of duplex working, the cable and artificial line 
are bridged by a coil mounted on an iron core, and forming the primary of a 
transformer of which the secondary bridges the receiver, the transmitter being 
connected to the middle point of the primary. Multiple-point switches are pro- 
vided for varying the points of connection of the circuite, to obtain balancing, 
with means also for adding extra resistance to the primary. Nesistances are 
also bridged in between the cable and receiver and artificial line and receiver. 
In the case of resistances being employed to shunt the condensers, the Pro- 
visional Specification refers to connecting the relay tongue to its coil by a liquid 
connection, by magnetic arrangements, or by frictional mountings adjusted by 
inecbanical or electrical oscillating devices. 1 claim. 


5,767. Improved construction of carrier for globes er glasses of gas or 
oil lamps.” Е. Stanley. Dated March 27th, 1900. In electric gas, and oil lamps, 
the entrance of water or liquid is prevented by clamping the flange of the 
globe, between india-rubber or asbestos washers, the globe being secured by 
semi-circular jaws which are pivoted to the body, and are clamped by а screw 
passing through slots in the tninned ends of the jaws. When the invention is 
applied to upright, instead of to pendant lamps, the body is formed with an 
internal flange to intercept liquid. 2 claims. 
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No. 1,279. 


LEGAL POSITION OF A TRADE 
UNION. 


THE 


IN a recent issue we dealt at some length with the alterations 
made in the law affecting Trades Unions, by the Taff Vale 
Railway case. Гог that purpose we drew attention to some 


ok the instances where damages have been recovered by 


workmen who were kept out or deprived of employ- 
ment by the illegal acts of Trades Union officials; but we 
made particular comment upon one case which went to show 
that the Union cannot in all cases be held responsible in 
damages for the act of an official. A study of these cases 
might have aided the discussion anent Trades Unions which 
took place in the House of Commons on May 15th. 
On that day Mr. Beaumont moved that legislation 
was necessary to place the Unions in the position which 
they were intended to occupy by the Act of 1871. He and 
his supporters bitterly complained that the rights and 
privileges of these bodies have been seriously impaired by 
judge made Jaw ; that there is one law of conspiracy for the 
master and another for the servant; and that, unless 
measures are taken to limit the liability of a Trade Union 
funds set apart for the orphan and the widow may be drawn 
upon to make good the damage occasioned by the wrongful 
and unauthorised acts of irresponsible members. So many 
fallacies underlie these statements of law and fact, that there 
is а difficulty in setting them out in small compass. Never- 
theless, with the assistance of our leading article in last week's 
issue, it is possible even for the non-legal mind to see that 
the case for the trades unionists has been grossly exaggerated. 
In the first place, it is wrong to say that the judges have 
altered the law. Their function is to interpret statutes, not 
to lay down new principles ; and if the Unions have escaped 
for more than 30 years from the consequences of unlawful 
picketing, their feeling towards the judiciary should be one 
of gratitude. But in what respect do the Unions contend 
that their rights and privileges have been impaired? They 
complain that the peculiar form of persuasion known as 
* peaceful picketing.” has been declared illegal ; but it is a 
notable fact that few advocates of trades unionism are bold 
enough to try and defend the methods which were adopted in 
certaiu cases since the Taff Vale Railway dispute. Such methods 
iuvolved in one case the driving of an unfortunate artisan 
from factory to factory allover the kingdom, until he and his 
family were well-nigh starved, and ultimately led to a verdict 
against the Union at the hands of a jury. It is astounding 
that anyone can be found to advocate an alteration in 
English jurisprudence which would bring such conduct 
within the law. It is also said—we suppose by persons who 
have never looked at the statutes relating to Trades Unions 
—that recent changes in the law place masters and inen 
upon a different footing in so far ав the law of conspiracy 
is concerned. It is sufficient to point out (1) that the 
definition of a Trade Union includes a combination of 


masters as well as a combination of men; and (2) that the 
D 


ee — 


882 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. {Vol. 50. No. 1,279, May 30, 1909. 


En MM M — 


principles so clearly enunciated by the House of Lords are 
not aimed solely at trades unionists, but against all persons 
who conspire together to interfere with freedom of contract, 
and to restrain trade by unlawful means. Thus, if it could 
be shown that a combination of employers was formed to 
boycott some particular man and во prevent him obtaining 
employment, it is submitted that assuming the combination 
was capable of being sued, a successful action might be 
brought. Last, but not least, the advocates of trade 
unionism complain that their sick funds may be attacked. 
The remedy is obvious, and it lies within their reach if they 
only choose to grasp it. We refer, of course, to the severance 
of sick and strike funds. As was pointed out in the course 
of опг last article, every Union has persistently refused to 
adopt this course. Another plea ad misericordium remains 
to be noticed. It is said that the acts of an irresponsible 
member may mulct the Union in heavy damages. All who 
have read a recent judgment of Mr. Justice Walton in 
a Trade Union case tried at the Manchester Assizes, will 
appreciate the falsity of this assertion. There an action was 
brought against a Union and their general secretary jointly. 
Judgment was entered against the secretary in his private 
capacity, but the learned judge held that although he was 
authorised to do many acts on account and in the interest of 
the Union, his implied authority could not be held to extend 
to the committal of unlawful acts, In the light of this 
ruling how can it be argued that the acts of an independent 
member are a standing menace to the Union funds ? 


a — ERENT 


Nitrogen THE Atmospheric Product Company, of 
tom — Niagara Falls, has been incorporated with 
me Atmorphere- à capital stock of $1,000,000. The 
directors named are С, 8. Bradley, W. E. Knight, W. F. 
Crawford, Н. E. Knight, D. J. Newland, C. von Gruever 
and W. P. Hammond, all of New York City. The com- 
pany, it is stated, has succeeded in the fixation of nitrogen, 
taking the atmosphere as the raw material. When Lord 
Kelvin was recently in the States, he spent half a day in the 
experimental quarters of this company at N iagara Falls, 
and witnessed the success accomplished. He is said to have 
stated. that it was the most remarkable thing he had seen 
during his visit; he was deeply interested, and it has been 
intimated that one of the main objects of his going to 
America on this third visit was to examine into the claims 
made by the men at the head of this company, which was 
incorporated while he was in America; in fact, just after he 
had witnessed the success of the process, | 

While the Atmospheric Product Company will erect its 
first factory at Niagara Falls, only a single commercial 
unit is in operation now. The fixation of nitrogen on a 
commercial scale has long been a subject of research in the 
scientific field. In 1785 Priestley discovered that when an 
electric spark was discharged, the air Immediately surround- 
ing underwent a chemical change, and later the experiments 
of Cavendish agreed with the findings of Priestley. Since 
then the problem has attracted much attention—our readers 
will remember Prof. Crookes's B.A. Presidential address in 
1898—and now we are told that the fixation of nitrogen is 
an accomplished fact, 

In the experimental station at N iagara a chamber about 
10 feet high is used, and through this, cool, dried air is led. 
This air is made to pass through a region where electric 
arcs of small current and high pressure are discharging, and 
it is about these arcs that the chemical change in the atmo- 


sphere takes place, giving rise to brownish red gaseous sub- 
stances, oxides of nitrogen. From the chamber the air is 
led to an absorption tower, where it is brought in contact 
with any substance of which a nitrate is desired. It 
is stated that by leading the gas through pure water, pure 
nitric acid results, and if it is led into contact with caustic 
potash it forms saltpetre. In contact with caustic soda 
it becomes Chili saltpetre. With scores of substances it 
forms salts of great value in a thousand ways and to a 
thousand arts, It is said that the company hope soon to see 
starch manufactured in their laboratory. When this is done 
the result becomes of value to the food products of the 
world, and it is already prophesied that the company's pro- 
duct will, when used as а fertiliser, have & material influence 
on the future wheat crop of the world. 


Duties of 
Tramway Companies, El 


Іх the case of Rattee v. The Norwich 
ectric Tramway Company, which was 
heard in the Court of Appeal on April 29th, and which was 
duly reported in these columns in our issue of May 2nd, an 
attempt was made to limit the liability of an electric tram- 
way in a way which the most fiery advocate of electric 
traction can hardly support. An action was brought by the 
owner of a horse and trap to recover damages for injuries 
alleged to have been caused by the negligence of the defend- 
ants or their servants. It was contended on the part of the 
defendants “ that there was по duty cast upon their driver 
to stop the tramcar or to slow down on approaching the 
trap, as the tramway was being worked under statutory 
powers.” Lord Justice Vaughan-Williams disposed of this 
argument in the following words :—“ What is authorised is 
the use of tramways on the highway in a proper manner and 
taking proper care. Here, although the tram- 
way company’s Act authorised them to do what otherwise 
would have been a nuisance, it does not free them from the 
obligation to make a proper use of their powers.“ Attempts 
to escape liability, when founded upon arguments of this 
kind, do much to discredit electric tramway service. While 
meeting the needs of their multitudinous passengers, those 
who have the control of electric tramway systems must not 
forget to remind their drivers to respect the rights of other 
liege subjects on the highway. 


For reactionary and pernicious ten- 
dencies, а leading article published last 
week by one of our contemporaries, on the subject of electric 
traction, would be hard to beat. The writer “ presumes,” to 
use his own word, that the early tramway companies 
obtained their Parliamentary powers by virtue of the 
absence of opposition, and established precedents which 
enabled wealthy promoters to do practically what they 
would, until the “ poor, long-suffering public” was dis- 
covered, and tramway work “ rendered almost impossible by 
limitation of time of ownership.” But who benefits by the 
services of the tramways? If not the public, who then? 
Doubtless the promoters sometimes made a profit, to which 
they had a just right, asa reward for their enterprise and the 
risk of their capital—but in point of fact, too often the 
profits were nil, in which case absolutely the only persons to 
profit were “the long-suffering public ! " 

Proceeding to point out that tramway traction interferes 
with the general use of the streets, and ignoring the fact 
that the tramcars are a means by which the public make 
use of the streets, the leader-writer argues that tramways 
should be constructed on their own ground, unless they are 
guiltless of interference with traffic. Where, we would ask, 
is it possible to carry out this extraordinary notion in 
modern cities ? and how is the network of public streeta to 
be crossed by the private tramways ? Overhead, or under · 
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ground? How many tramways would be constructed under 
such conditions ? . To judge by the eagerness which the 
public authorities are manifesting to get possession of the 
tramways, and to construct new ones, the public is not in 
agreement with this writer. He goes on to complain of the 
proposal to construct tramways along the Thames Embank- 
ment, which is “not at present seriously overcrowded ” 
(apparently he would prefer them to be laid only in crowded 
thoroughfares), and suggests that the scheme is really 
intended as a means to obtain future powers to cross the 


bridges. We dispute the inutility of the present scheme; 
but if it leads to what our contemporary fears, we shall be 
only too pleased. Lieut.-Colonel Crompton’s extravagant 
assertion, to the effect that tramways are about the worst 
means of transport of passengers, is solemnly quoted. We 
maintain that, compared with electric lighting, which only 
benefits a fraction of the community, electric tramways are 
far more useful to the general public, and we earnestly 
deprecate the utterance of such antiquated and misleading 
statements, 


Much has been written and much re- 
mains to tell of the subject of standardi- 
sation. In America there are some excellent habits. Thus 
there is a Master Carbuilders’ Association, at the meetings 
of which the design of standard parts of cars and trucks 
is discussed, and standards are fixed upon. This is but 
one example of how things are standardised. Let us look 
at the subject in view of what can be done in any trivial 
article in use in Great Britain. We shall take the item 
of overhead material for electrical tramway work. The 
large extension of overhead work in America has brought 
American overhead material into considerable use here, 
and all our overhead material is practically modelled on 
the types evolved in America; there are now numerous 
makers of ears, pull-offs, strains and the other brass work 
with which we are all familiar. There is not much 
amiss with the patterns evolved in American practice, and 
these patterns are made on this side too, sometimes in a 
quality superior to the American stuff, at other times in 
a quality much worse. We have seen both varieties. Now, 
it is a fact, that makers of this overhead material, brought 
down as it is to standard forms, cannot make to stock 
owing to the differences in trivial detail demanded by 
local engineers. This ought not to be the case. Two or 
three lengths of ear are ample for all purposes, and, given 
good material, no engineer ought to expect to have such 
trivial details specially made to suit him. We recently 


Made to Standard. 


heard of 12 heavy castings being refused by a Westminster 


engineer because of some small difference in form. The 
difference was so trivial that the unfortunate contractor 
had not, as he said, the cheek even to pass on the com- 
plaint to the firm who sold him the article, and his profit 
disappeared. Another firm stated that they never had 
made any profit when they had done work under a certain 
Westminster engineer. Has not the time arrived for con- 
tractors to form an association to protect themselves 
against the vagaries of Westminster, publishing the fullest 
information of all unreasonable demands, and refusing to 
tender for such work as is subject to needless variations ? 

The worst is that these crude efforts involve special 
manufacture, new patterns and delays, and that the 
unfortunate contractor, who could do a better job in quick 
time with the best &nd most improved type of material, is 
run into the risks of penalty and forced to produce an anti- 
quated piece of work with materials made on old patterns not 
properly suited to the work. Indeed, some engineers get run 
into а corner with their vexatious and impossible demands, and 
being unable to get what they want in time, they then order 
stuff from America absolutely without inspection or speci- 
fication, and they get, of course, a cheap article of poor 
durability. Then we hear of it in the press, but the daily 
press never knows the full reason. 


. mentioned. 


INFLUENCE OF TEMPERATURE ON THE 


CAPACITY OF ACCUMULATORS. 


By W. HIBBERT. 


CONTINENTAL workers have recently given much attention to 
the question of a temperature variation in the capacity of 
accumulators. Schoop (Electro. Zeils., 19, р. 353, 1901), 
Heim (El. Zeit., 22, p. 811), and Liagre (Eclair. Electr., 
29, 149), have each discussed extensive series of experiments 
made by themselves. They confirm the results obtained by 
Dr. Gladstone and the present writer in 1892 (Jour. Elec. 
Engrs.), that а rise in temperature causes a marked increase 
in capacity. It may be interesting to give some of the 
figures obtained by the Continental workers. The use of 
accumulators is extending, and the many engineers who are 
brought in contact with them will find suggestive help in the 
results. For example, Liagre points out that, although it 
was shown nine years ago that a large increase of capacity 
occurs at higher temperatures, no one thinks of mentioning 
the temperature for which the capacity of a cell is quoted. 
It would be quite easy in testing а cell, say, at 25? C. 
(= 77? F., а summer temperature) to obtain a capacity 
more than 20 per cent. higher than at 15° C. (= 59? Е.). 
Heim found the increase in capacity equal to 3 pér cent. per 
degree, using Hagen Company's cells of two types, a figure 
much like that obtained by Gladstone and Hibbert. This 
is a very high rate of increase, and it is evident that, where 
it holds good, a few degrees difference in temperature will 
make a deciding difference in capacity. But Liagre, who seems 
to have worked most systematically, shows that the percentage 
increase in capacity depends on the discharge rate, and 
increases with it. He obtained 2:7 ampere-hours extra for 
each degree Centigrade rise of temperature. As this was 
true at all discharge rates, it was a higher percentage of the 
whole discharge with strong currents than with weaker ones, 
seeing that the capacity is lower with the former. 

Heim’s figures for five large cells, working at a three- 
hour rate, are represented in the following short table :— 


Ampere-hours. ` 
Discharge. 


Temp. Amperes, Charge. Efficiency. 
12° 140 437 386 0:88 
45:9 140 896 735 0:82 


This indicates an increased capacity of 100 per cent. The 
changes of potential difference during charge and discharge 


are shown in figs. 1 and 2, the data referring to a smaller ceil 


2:05 


8s 
80 
Hours 
Discharge at 32 amperes. 
Fia. 1. 


discharging at 20 amperes. The charging volts do not rise so 
high at the higher temperature, and are a little higher during 


discharge. In consequence of this the energy efficiency is 


not so much affected as the quantity efficiency. 

There are some other observations which ought to be 
At high temperatures the acid density 
diminished in a greater degree than at low. By charging at 
a lower, and discharging at a higher temperature, a greater 
number of ampere-hours could be got out of a cell than were 
put in. Or a discharged cell could, by warming, be made to 
yield a further discharge. 

All these results are easily explained by the theory which 
ascribes the varying E.M.F. to the varying strength of acid 
in the pores of the active material. At the higher tem- 
peratures the acid diffuses in or out of the pores the more 
quickly. Hence, it can more quickly replenish the spent 
acid during discharge and so keep up the E.M.F. Similarly 
strong acid can more quickly diffuse out during charge, and 
the E. M. F. never rises so high. At the ordinary tempera- 
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tures the diffusion rate is too slow to keep up the acid 
strength when about half or one-third of the active material 
has been changed to sulphate, owing to the partial clogging 
of the pores. But at higher temperatures the diffusion rate 
is able to keep up a sufficient acid strength in the pores till 
a much greater degree of clogging has occurred. 

It is, therefore, evident that with quite a moderate 
increase in the temperature of the accumulator room, a 
largely increased capacity may be looked for, and it becomes 
important to ask whether engineers ought to utilise their 
waste heat in that direction. Heim thinks they ought. He 
imagines that if a rise of temperature injures the plates, the 
injury will not be serious. He, therefore, advises that 


Volts 


Hours 
Tests at 32 amperes 


Fia. 2. 


engineers can temporarily increase the capacity of their cells 
by warming. If their experience proves this to be injurious, 
he would still adopt it for emergencies when a specially 
heavy discharge is required. Heim excludes tramway cells 
from this treatment, because they already experience exces- 
sive discharges. 


Now if these opinions of Heim’s stood alone, they might 


influence many users of cells. But he candidly states that 
the Hagen Company do not agree with him. Their experi- 
ence is that accumulators which happen to work in warm 
stations are injured by the high temperature. Manifestly it 
would be to the company’s advantage if they could obtain 
the higher capacity due to higher temperature. But they 
cannot resist the evidence of experience. 

Nor are we dependent on that experience. In our 1892 
paper Dr. Gladstone and I not only showed that capacity 
could be increased 40 or 50 per cent. by warming, but 
pointed out that “ the increased temperature would increase 
local action, and the (direct) chemical action of the acid 
upon the spongy lead." Here were two definite objections 
to warming: local action on the positive plate, direct 
sulphating of the negative. Our results explain the 
diminished ampere-hour efficiency found by Heim, and also 
the cause of the injury of which the Hagen Company 
speaks. | 

These objections are reinforced by plenty of evidence con- 
tained in the records of the past. Thus Planté pointed out 
that elevation of temperature facilitated the formation of his 
cell (Compt. Rendus, August, 1882), and Gladstone and 
Tribe proved that this increase arose from increased local 
action. In their little book on secondary batteries (1883) 
they describe a large though variable augmentation of local 
action between 11° and 50? C. .In one case the corrosion 
was nearly three times as great at the higher temperature. 

These data will explain why Dr. Gladstone and I em- 
phasised the danger in 1892. Yet we did not reject the 
possibility of getting some of the advantage due to higher 
temperature, We pointed out that the increased action on 
both plates might be counteracted * by a reduction in the 
strength of the acid, but we have not tested at what tem- 
perature and with what strength the advantage is a maxi- 
mum." (Jour. Elec. Engrs., 1892, p. 31). 

Each maker might well work towards finding these values 
for his own type of cells. Unfortunately, the work is not 
easy, Yet till this and similar work has been done, the 


making and using of accumulators will stand on a differcnt 
basis from that employed in the design of dynamos and 
engines, 

The reader acquainted with the history of theories of 
E. M. F. for the accumulator, will find that this work on the 
temperature capacity coefficient sheds considerable light on 
some and proves conclusively the unreliability of others. 


REFUSE DESTRUCTION: ITS SANITARY 
AND ITS STEAM RAISING ASPECTS. 


By FRANK BROADBENT, M. I. E. E. 


THIS is a sanitary question, a point that is apt to be lost 
sight of by those who try to see in the destruction of refuse 
only a means of raising steam. It cannot too strongly be 
insisted that the sole object of a refuse destructor is їо 
destroy refuse. The destruction must be absolute, and, in 
the process, neither harmful nor objectionable fumes must 
be given off into the atmosphere. | 

It is strange that the scientific side of the sanitary dis- 
posal of refuse has, until recently, received so little atten- 
tion. It is, indeed, paradoxical in an age when extreme 
—almost absurd—precantions against infection are taken; 
when we are told that kisses should not be exchanged except 
through an antiseptic veil; that it is net safe to correspond 
otherwise than by telegraph; when everything we eat or 
wear must be sterilised or disinfected; when one is afraid to 
accept а railway ticket that has not been fumigated, and so 
on, that refuse of the most pestilential kind is permitted to 
be “ tipped in any hole or corner, hollows in land filled 
up with it in order to make “ desirable building plots,” ог it 
is emptied into the rivers in our chief cities, and into the sea 
at our most fashionable and salubrious ! " watering places. 

Punch might well decline sea bathing because he had ** no 
taste for sewage, diluted though it be." Any incipient 
taste of this depraved kind would be effectually corrected by 
u trip up certain portions of the Clyde during the summer 
months, or a visit, say, to St. Malo Harbour when the tide 
is out. | 

It is now beginning to be recognised that the only sanitary 
method of disposing of refuse is by burning, and by burning 
is meant, what is generally associated with the word crema- 
tion, or incineration. It is possible that the sentimental 
objection to the cremation of human bodies may be one of 
the causes which have retarded the development of crematory 
destruction for other forms of refuse. The cremation of 
victims to plague, small-pox, or other virulent disease is not 
yet looked upon as necessary in the interests of sanitation, 
although it is admittedly advisable to burn contaminated 
clothing, bedding, and the like. 

A glance into the history of the origin of epidemics shows 
what very grave risks are run by merely burying the victims. 
It is generally recognised that the great fire of 1666 was 
one of the best things that could have happened to London, 
destroying, as it did, many of the infected localities visited 
by the terrible plague of 1665. Beneficial as was this fire, 
it was powerless against the germs lying dormant in the 
graveyards, and almost 200 years later these germs were re- 
vivified by the excavation made for sewers, in the site of the 
old burial ground, with the result that the virulence of the 
cholera which visited London in 1854 was considerably 
enhanced, if not actually started. 

The plague which visited Madeira early in the 19th 
century was due to the disturbance of the ground in which, 
300 years before, plague victims were interred. 

The outbreak of plague in Egypt in 1823 was traced to 
the opening of a disused burial ground, near Cairo, and in 
1843 the town of Minchinhampton was nearly decimated, 
owing to some superfluous soil from a graveyard being used 
in gardens as manure. 

Such facts as these, in view of the prevailing small-pox 
visitation, are sufficiently alarming to suggest the question as 
to why cremation is not more general. The subject is not a 
new one, and in this, as in other matters, the ancients were 
ahead of us. As far back as recorded history carries us, the 
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burning of the dead was practised by the Scythians, 
Phrygians, North American Indians, and later by the Greeks ; 
and this, for sanitary, not religious, reasons. 

About 100 в.с., the practice was common, and was 
subsequently adopted by the Romans, becoming general to- 
wards the close of the republic. Although no religious rite 
was involved, yet its disuse in Europe was brought about by 

the Christians living about the end of the fourth century, 
and it is only in recent years that any serious attempt has 
been made to revive the custom. 

This reference to the cremation of human bodies is some- 
what outside the scope of the present article, but the 
instances cited will, it is hoped, emphasise the fact that the 
burying or drowning of dead or decayed matter, be it refuse 
or sewage, fevered swine or cattle, is not to dispose of it 
finally, for, as has been shown, disease germs may remain in 
it in a state of suspended animation for hundreds of years, 
only awaiting a resurrection at the point of the boring tool 
or the spade of the navvy. 

It is not generally realised how dangerous is the practice 
of tipping ordinary refuse, including filth and decaying 
matter of all kinds, in heaps upon land that may be subse- 
quently used for building purposes or for public spaces. Ав 
was pointed out in 1596 by Mr. E. Magennis, the gases 
rising up from such matter into dwelling houses, engender 
such diseases as typhoid, cholera, yellow fever, dysentery, 
rheumatism, &c. 

Two years ago there was an outcry in Dublin against the 
Corporation for depositing refuse in a field which was within 
100 yards of dwelling houses, The stuff consisted of asb- 
pit refuse, market sweepings, including rotten fish, fragments 
of carcases of poultry, and other animals, including dogs 
and cats. The stench was indescribably awful, and ladies 
half a mile away used their handkerchiefs to protect them- 
selves from it. This is only one instance of many that 
unfortunately might be cited. Even in hospitals refuse is 
largely dealt with in the same insanitary way, although in 
cases of small-pox or other virulent disease, the bedding and 
clothing of the patients are generally burnt. This practice 
has probably grown from the custom established by Moses 
to check the spread of the plague of leprosy. 

It may be considered almost a form of affectation to refer 
to Moses as а pioneer in matters of sanitation : it is never- 
theless on record that among many other sanitary laws, he 
framed special regulutions as to the burning by fire of 
infected wearing apparel. 

It is only within the last 30 years or so that the destruc- 
tion of town's refuse by burning has been seriously attempted. 
Burning is rather too strong a word to apply to the process 
obtaining in some of the early forms of furnaces. The stuff 
was, for the most part, merely stewed or cooked on a fire, 
the gases passing direct from the grate to the chimney, and 
thence into the open air, where the cscaping germs or 
тоісгорев, instead of being rendered harmless, were probably 
just warmed up to their work. - 

Nothwithstanding the high chimneys used, the smells 
from some of the early forms of destructor were most 
offensive, causing both complaints and protests from neigh- 
bouriny residents. In one town the authorities were forced 
to buy up the surrounding property in order to stop the 
complaints. 

The temperature of the furnaces used in those days was 
from 500? F. to 800° F., whereas, according to scientific 
authorities, a temperature of at least 1,250° F. is needed to 
. render the gases and residuals innocuous. 

The “Jones fume cremator,” designed by Mr. Charles 
Jones, one of the pioneers in refuse destruction, formed a 
link or stepping stone between the low temperature natural 
draught furnaces in vogue in the cighties, and the modern 
high temperature forced draught furnaces, as designed by 
Meldrum, Horsfall, and others. 

The “ Fume cremator,” consisting of an independent 
furnace burning coke-breeze or coke, was placed iu the path 
of the gases from the so-called destructors, and to some 
extent completed the unfinished work of the latter. 

In the light of modern practice, by such makers as those 
referred to above, the requirements of a really satisfactory 
destructor, and the manner in which these are fulfilled, may 
now be considercd. 

To fully appreciate the requirements, it is necessary to 


- this respect his instincts are no doubt correct. 


examine the nature of the stuff to be burnt. This varies 
very considerably in different parts of the country, and 
varies also during the year in any one locality, more par- 
ticularly in seaside or holiday resorts. 

In London, the term **dust" is generally used to cover 
ordinary ash-bin refuse, and “dustman’’ is synonymous 
with the provincial appellations, “ ash-man," * scavenger,” 
* corporation man," &c. | 

From a perusal of the analyses of this London “ dust,” 
one would not be tempted to use it in preference to coal for 
the purpose of raising steam. 

On the contrary, one might suppose that it would be 
necessary to mix it with coal or coke to get it to burn at all. 
The following are typical analyses. The figures in the first 
column are given by Hutton for average ash-bin refuse; 
the second and third columns refer to London ash-bin 
refuse. 


| Authority. 
i 
= Ev 
| Average к London refuso. 
| Codring- R ll. 
BC | 3 Huten | tone | шше 
Breeze and cinder ... ... ; 500 | 288 63:69 
| | including ash. 
Ash TM 6 A 120 52:6 — 
Paper, straw, and fibrous 7.5 
material А { em { "n , 
Vegetable refase || 130 E 61 
Coal  ... sisal 07 0'15 ; 
Coke. 0:3 „ 
Bones and offal 06 0:25 0:48 
Rags sake vis sy 04 0:425 0°39 
Dust aud dirt E .. - 200 — 19:51 
Bottles .. s ja T E 10 — 0:96 
Tins and iron ... a oie 0°7 0:38 - 1:00 
Other metals ... & we | 02 0:025 
Crockery we | 06 | 29 0555 
Broken glass ... А cae 7085 03 0:47 
Total 100:00 | 100:000 | 100-00 
| 


| 
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It will be seen that the figures of the different authorities 
are not very diverse concerning those items that possess a 
calorific value. 

The calorific value, or heat units per Ib. of combustible, 
when containing the average percentage of moisture, is given 
by Dawson as below :— 


Coal Ves ius „ es 9,344 
Coke  .. и 85 sss 8,000 
Bones and offal... isi see 5,844 
Breeze and cinder ээ 4,000 
Карз — Sta... ШЖ ee re eG . 3,334 
Paper, straw, fibrous material and vegetable refuse 2,534 


(To be continued.) 


ELECTRICAL LEGISLATION AND THE 
INST. E. E. | 


(Concluded from page 879.) 


In the statement by Alderman George Pearson, he starts 
with the assumption that the inquiry involves the question 
of curtailing, if not suppressing, municipal trading, and in 
The whole 
question of the position of the industry is connected with 
the interference of the local authorities, and as the worthy 
alderman is the champion defender of what he considers as 
their special mission in monopolising the supply of gas, 
water, trams, and electric light, and keeping out those 
terrible, but, after all, somewhat usefal members of the 
community called © capitalists,” it is natural that he should 
enter Ше arena with all his quills erect, like an angry por- 
cupine ! 

* In my opinion,” he says, “cities do not exist for the 
purpose of providing remunerative investments for capitalists, 
but for the purpose of providing cheap, economical and 
efficient public services." Doubtless, when his Corporation 
wants to float a new loan, the capitalist will be in some 
request, 
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Alderman Pearson has too good an opinion of the Board 

of Trade to suppose that they would allow a council to 
obtain a provisional order and sit upon it, and yet the 
Bristol hen eat for 10 years upon the electric egg before it 
was hatched, and in no case has an order been revoked, as 
a matter of course, if no works have been commenced when 
the two years for supply of the compulsory area have 
expired. He blames the ratepayers for the delay, and thinks 
that they ought to be allowed to please themselves. Good 
reasoning, if they were appealed to, but Alderman Pearson 
must know that, as a rule, they are not consulted as to 
whether a provisional order shall be applied for, or if and 
when it shall be worked if obtained. It is trne enough that 
ratepayers, from mere apathy and indifference, leave too 
much in the hands of their representatives, and hence it is 
that ruinous municipal trading has been undertaken against 
their own interests. 
- Alderman Pearson credits the Local Government Board 
with encouraging local authorities to acquire trading con- 
cerns stich as gas, water, electricity and trams, but does any 
such policy exist in that department ? 

We doubt it, and are inclined to think that their action 
has followed a mere routine, not based upon any policy of 
assisting municipal trading ; we know that in a recent 
case they refused to sanction a loan for electric lighting 
until the results of an election to the Council were known, 
recognising in that instance the principle of the ratepayers 
deciding the question, notwithstanding the opinion of a 
majority of their representatives. 

It is the legislation that is in fault, and not the action of 
the departments engaged in giving effect to it. Parliament 
has decreed that the local authority shall have a preference, 
the Board of Trade act accordingly in granting orders, and 
the Local Government Board lcok into the question of ways 
and means for carrying them out, inclining to the position 
that the Board of Trade, and not themselves, are responsible 
if the powerd are given without the consent «f the rate- 
payers. — „ 

Alderman Pearson attrcks the companies and all their 
deficiencies, but he should remember that they trade with 
thelr own money at their own risk, and they alone suffer if 
the speculation do not succeed if “they desire to thrust an 
electrical supply upon a town whether it desires it or not.” 
His reason why England is behind America, viz., because 
the supply of current is so largely in the hands of public 
companies, which obtain such high prices for private lighting 
that there is no inducement to push for the supply of cheap 
current for public lightirg, is startling in its inaccuracy. 

As a matter of fact, companies are too anxious to obtain 
the public lighting ав an advertisement, apart from its 
being a long-heur supply, aud they invariably offer very cheap 
terms. If Alderman Pea-on had inquired before launching 
his sta'ement about the London street lighting, he would 
have found that the cheapest street lighting is furnished by 
companies, and the dearest by local authorities, to wit, the 
Westminster Company obtain 193d. per unit, the Metropolitan 
Company 1:96, and the Charing Cross Company 2:21, 
against 2:32 up to 2 97 by the six local authorities. 

In dealing with the other notes for consideration of 
witnesses, Alderman Pearson trots out all the old and 
exploded fallacies ; for example, large towns can do electric 
work cheaper than companies, and small towns can be 
grouped in Couuty Council areas, but he sees no necessity for 
having one large area controlled by a company. 

Under Note 3, he approves cf cheap traction, and thinks 
penny fares too high, but believes that cheap traction will 
solve the question of overcrowding in towns; some enthus'- 
astic municipalisers suggest running the trams for nothing, 
and reducing rates out of the profits, but Alderman Pearson 
has not quite reached this ideal. His opinion that companies 
cannot hope to obtain their capital on terms which can 
compete with the municipalities, depends upon how he makes 
his calculation. Не considers that the sum necessary to 
pay interest and sinking fund and thus purchase the under- 
taking in 30 years, is less than the interest paid by a 
company upon debentures, preference, and ordinary shares. 
Of course he ignores the question of depreciation and renewal, 
although, if the life of the plant does not exceed the 30 years, 
either the consumers must, provide sufficient profit to repay 
out of revenne within th t time the whole of the capital 
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expended upon it, or the undertaking will be represented by 
fresh loans. | 

Under Note 4, Alderman Pearson contends that present 
contracts should not be varied by fresh legislation, but that 
is no reason why future undertakings are not to be governed 
by more equitable and sounder conditions. He is thorough- 
going in his opposition to all change in the present condi- 
tion of things, and evidently believes in the municipal being 
the “ best of all possible worlds.” 

The cross-examination of the alderman was undertaken 
by Messrs. Siemens, Sparks, Swinton, Crompton, Madgen, 
and Langdon, and brought out many facts and opinions. 

For example, the delay in working the Bristol provisional 
order was due, according to Alderman Pearson, to the 
* battle of the tensions,” which was settled in 1887— 8, 
when they adopted the “high” and went ahead, but under 
very easy steam, for it was not until August, 1893, that the 
city was lighted. "The alderman has, no doubt, discovered 
that the victory in the battle of the tensions did not produce 
finality, and that his Corporation have already had to sink a 
considerable sum in adopting the new developments which 
naturally take place! in such an industry, and render 
municipal trading in it so unsound a speculation on behalf 
of the ratepayers. 

The alderman was not always consistent, nor can his views 
generally be ranked with the most enlightened opinions on 
the great problems which underlie the question of the best 
systems of generation, transmission and distribution of elec- 
tricity, and its connection with industrial redistribution, and 
the relief of congestion in towns. 

He apparently contracts all his ideas within the small area 
of Bristol. He might venture to purchase the tramsand go 
five or six miles into the country, but his idea would be to 
bring an extra 10,000 people into Bristol every week,and he 
would not supply power outside until he had finished the 
inside supply. 

With such limited ideas, it was not surprising to find that 
his vigorous attack upon the companies crumbled to pieces 
under the questions of Lieut.-Col. Crompton, and he tried to 
evade a direct reply to the pertinent question of whether his 
statements ought to go forth, by a /« quoque answer, Shall 
I give you some of the statements that are made about us ?” 
In fact, his answers to the searching questions of his interro- 
gator were far from satisfactory, and disappointing from so 
outspoken a champion of municipal trading, but à man who 
accuses companies generally as being impure is evidently too 
much prejudiced to be taken seriously. | 

In one respect he voiced a very common view entertained 
by many town councillors, viz., that because the supply of 
gas, water and trams had been profitably developed by private 
enterprise, therefore the trade in electricity, although an 
entirely different undertaking, should be in the hands of the 
municipality. | 

Alderman Pearson is an advocate of the nationalisation 
of the railways, and the following answers to questions by 
Mr. Madgen are a fair sample of his reasoning; with 
this extract, the demands upon our space forbid our dwelling 
further upon the views of this interesting advocate of muni- 
cipal trading. A 

Alluding to Alderman Pearson’s views as to the Bristol 
tramways, with an extension of five or ten miles into the 
suburbs, he replied to Mr. Madgen that he did not think the 
public want it any further ; and, in answer to the further 
question, Do you think that such provision would do any- 
thing else than merely add to the attraction of that centre and 
increase rather than relieve the congestion ?” the queries and 
answers proceeded as follows :— 


A. No; at the present moment many of our manufacturers are 
taking places two or three miles out for the sake of getting cheap 
labour, building a factory requiring 500 girls, say, four miles from 
the centre of the city. 


631.— 0. Quite so; but do you not think that if such factories 
could go 30 or 40 miles into the rural districts outside the city, and 
they could get «heap power and inter-urban tramways, they would 
be still better off? 


A. First cf all you must give them cheap power. and cheap 
carriage. It is not a bit of good manufacturing an article 10 or 20 
miles from where it is wanted. Given all the requirements you 
speak of, given the labour there, possibilities of living in a healthy 
etate there, cheap traction out and cheap traction back to the port 
for the goods, it might be done, but you must always have regard to 
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the increase cf the price of the article by every penny you put on 
it in the way of carriage. 


632.— 0. Quite so; but for one moment do not you think that if 
"facilities were given in the way of cheap power for industrial pur- 
poses, and improved traffic facilities by means of light railways for 
а distance of 30 miles from Bristol, it would be better that con- 
gestion should be cured that way ratbor than by trams in the imme- 
.diate neighbourhood of the big city ? 

A. If you can comply with two other conditions, that is to gay, 
cheap traction for the raw material into the district, and cheap 
transit for the manufactured article back again. But now I am 
asking you to do something almost imposaible—to pay a long 
carrisge on your raw material, and then on the manufactured 
article. That is a very severe tax. 


633.—Q. I will put the question again. Providing that you can 
be given, or the manufacturer can be given, in the rural districts of 
the counties of Somerset and Gloucester, improved and cheap 
traffic facilities both for his raw material and his finished goods, 
and could be given cheap power for his factories, would it not be 
better in the interests of the community that he should settle in 
those rural districts rather than that he should come into the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of a big centre such as Bristol, where if you 
have not congestion to-day you have reason to apprehend іё? 

A. If you ask me the abstract quest ion 


634.—Q. I put it to you in a definite form ? 
‚ А. Ina definite form, whether it is wise to spread the population, 
I should say certainly, | 


635.— 0. Then your answer to my question is, Yes, is it not? 

4. If you can do all the things you say. My answer would be 
Yes, on the assumption that you can do all you promise, which I do 
not think you can. 


636.—Q. If we acknowledge it is desirable that we should have 
industrial redistribution and that the factories should as far as pos- 
sible be moved out into the rural districts, under what system would 
you propose to provide the tramways, the traffic facilities, and the 
cheap power ? . 
` A. That could only be done, as I bave said, either by а national 
or some other syrtem of light railways. The municipality in its 
‘limited sense would not be prepared to go out that far. 


637.—Q. Are you aware that all previous experience in regard to 
national control of railways has been unsatisfactory from the 
economic point of view? 

A. Yes, from an economic point of view. I believe complaints 
have been made that the Government does not do what is required 
by the manufacturers in going exactly where they want, and that 
kind of thing. 

638.— (0. You are aware that while the Government railways of 
France show an annual deficit, the English railways show a good 
investment for the large sum which represents the eavings of a vast 
maes of the population ? | 

A. I was not aware of that fact, but I can very well believe it. 
Where the railways are in England you will fad out the traffic is 
much beavier than on the Continental railways. 

639.— Q. Are you aware th:t the Government control of railways 
in India has proved extremely unsatisfactory, and that they are 
reverting to—— | 

A. І do not know anything about India. 


We commend the report to our readers as a most in- 
teresting statement of the case for legislative reform; we 
have dealt with a few types of evidence only, but the whole 
of the 189 pages of the pamphlet circulated by the Insti- 
tution will amply repay perusal. We await with interest the 
result of the coming interview with the President of the 


. Board of Trade. 


{ 
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NOTES ON TWO ARTICLES OF SERVICE IN 


TRAMWAYS. 


]s it possible for man to count the various rail bonds in 
existence ? Good, bad and indifferent—of all there are 
many examples Under which head shall we place the 
* Perfection " bond, brought to our notice by an illustrated 
paragraph in the Street Railway Review for April ? 

As we have stated previously, the main things to be looked 
{ог in a perfect bond are, ease, cheapness and tenacity of 
attachment to rail; such good contact between the two 
surfaces that the current-carrying capacity will not be 
impaired, nor the possibility of electrolytic or chemical action 
permitted during the life of the rail. As in so many other 
things, the most perfect form is also the simplest form. 

Some bonds which have had considerable sale in this 
country, chiefly because the buyers did not know what they 
wanted, are constructed to require the maximum amount of 
labour with a minim um of efficiency under the test of time. 
With one or two prominent exceptions contact between rail 


-indifferent, but superfluous. 


and bond is made by driving a taper drift-pin into the 
hollow terminal, resulting in the copper being swelled out in 
all directions and completely filling the hole, unless that has 
been drilled much too large. With the best of this class of 
bond it is necessary to remove the paving or ballast on one 
side of the rail only. This point is material only in replace- 
ment work, but is of no little importance. The bond under 
notice makes contact by the same pressure applied from the 
inside of its terminals, but the novelty—if novelty there is— 


-lies in the expanding plug being part of the terminal itself. 


Hardened bronze, conically-shaped plugs are cast in at 
tach flat end of each terminal. The terminal being inserted 
into the rail web, a suitable compressor presses the two plugs 
nearer together, thus expanding the terminal and filling the 
hole, The plug in the free end of the terminal is flanged 
out, so that when pressure is exerted the head of the terminal 
tends to. be flattened out or rivetted over on the surface of 
the rail web. It is stated that a movement of the plugs 
closer to each other by 4 in. expands the terminal by ү; in., 


a rivet head of {| in. being formed at the same time. This 


rivetting over looks very pretty in the block, and may help 
to make the bond rigid in the hole, but it cannot be taken 
seriously as increasing the effective contact. 

After careful consideration of the claims made for this 
bond with relation to its actual construction, we are inclined 
to think that it need not be labelled either good, bad, or 
Indeed, after seeing almost the 
identical bond advertised on p. 126 of the same number by 
the С.Е. Co. (U.8.A.) and carrying two patent dates with it, 
it may be that the term “ superfluous " hardly fills the bill. 
Anyhow, whichever of these bonds was first in the field, it 
appears to us that all that is claimed for either might have 
been done equally well by a bond having suitable conical 
cavities left in the terminals to be filled by corresponding 
projections on the jaws of the compressor. There is no 
virtue in the bronze plugs after they have been once com- 


_ pressed, so that their weight and cost might be saved. 


On the same page of. the Review is illustrated and briefly 
described the “ Ham” trolley-catcher, which seems to be 
s mewhat of an improvement on the only other one we know. 
The trolley catcher, in any shape, is at present almost un- 
known outside America, perhaps for the reason that the 
speeds аге so much less, perhaps, too, because American over- 
head construction bas been in the past not so well aligned 
as on this side. Neveriheless, it is an admirable device, and 
one which, if generally adopted, would save considerable 
worry and expense in the item of guard-wire repairs in par- 
ticular, and overhead construction repairs in. general. The 
trolley rope is wound round a drum, to which is connected a 
pawl which is inoperative while the rope follows the trolley 
wheel as the height of the trolley wire varies; in other 
words, while the rope moves steadily and comparatively 
slowly. Directly the wheel leaves the wire, and, in so doing, 
pulls the rope upwards with a violent jerk, the pawl flies out 
to engage with the teeth of a fixed ratchet. From 2 in. to 
4 in. is the distance which the wheel jumps before being 
arrested. 

It is not advisable to put these devices on short cars 
running on bad track, as the jerky oscillations of the car аге 
liable to actuate the catcher when not required. Trouble 
has been experienced also on a road where the guards were 
too lazy to change the catcher to the other end of the car 
for the return journey. All kinds of excuses were made, and 
considerable malicious damage was actually done to the 
catchers, in order to evade this duty. In this case the 
management was deplorably invertebrate, and it would not 
be difficult on most roads to discourage such conduct. 

The catcher is especially useful where there are many 
overhead switches, &c., as it renders unnecessary the con- 
tinual presence of the conductor on the rear platform. It is 
useful also on long cars wearing two trolleys, as time is not 
wasted at termini in untying the rear trolley rope and tying 
down the front one. Here, of course, it would be necessary 
to fit two catchers per car. | 

Unfortunately, it is not possible to use these catchers on 
а side trolley system, where they are needed more than any- 
where else, because, as a rule, the trolley rope cannot be allowed 
to depend freely from the trolley-head, on account of the 
danger to the drivers of passing vehicles and the possibility 
of entanglement with other cars. 
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THE HOME ENVIRONMENT OF BRITISH 
WORKING MEN. 


In discussing this question in the Engineering Magazine, Mr. Percy 
Longmuir does not altogether approve of the many adverse critic- 
isms of the trades unions that are now so frequently made. He 
asks if other than a policy of restriction of output may not be at 
work in Great Britain to limit progress. We suppose Mr. John 
Burns would say that the drink habit had as much to do with it as 
anything, and we are certainly in agreement with this. | 

The author asks if there is not room for improvement in British 
commercial methods and in the education of employer, workman 
and merchant. Perbaps there is, but it is quite possible that the 
grumble has been overdone, though we believe that stagnation often 
creeps down from tbe head of a concern who bas been born heir 
to the business, and has never gone through the A В C of his busi- 
ness, or acquired the knowledge to fit him to occupy bis position. 
The author, while suggesting these causes, confines himself rather to 
the social conditions of the workers, and refers to bad physical 
results which follow on overcrowding in dirty slums. This 
degeneration is, we think, more visible in London than outside. 
Overcrowding is due to lack of railways. There are not sufficient 
means of communication to enable workmen to travel to and from 
their work in a place like London. Much good has already come 
from the ошо of many engineering shops to places like Walton, 
Bedford, Luton, and Dunstable. In those small towns the workman 
is really in the country, and ought to be able to get decent home 
accommodation. But the south country workman is naturally 
untidy as compared with his brother further north. Compare, for 
example, the backs of the houses by which the South-Eastern Rail- 
way passes їп the direction of Lewisham. The agglomeration of 
rubbish in what migut be a decent back garden is disgraceful. 

One may travel over working class streets all the 40 miles from 
Manchester to Leeds, and there is tidiness all the way and no waste 
paper in the streets, showing that municipal affairs are better con- 
ducted than by the London authorities. 

Mr. Longmuir thinks the working man is practically damned 
from the cradle, with & moral training in the streets, football, as a 
looker on, for play, poor theatres for amusement, a sporting paper 
for his reading, a juvenile Arriet' for his wife, and a swarm for 
his family, who go through the same process. As regards evening 
study, as to which the author speaks, this is almost useless for a boy 
in a London workshop. Students at evening classes do, no doubt, 
usually come from the lighter trades. How can a youth from a 
dirty workshop get home to clean bimself and get back to the city to 
evening classes? "There are thousands of workmen who are in 
receipt of sufficiently good wages to enable them to give their 
sons much better education than they now give them. Some would 
do so if the institutes were open in the day time. Undoubtedly, 
the trouble is that men spend their money principally on sport and 
drink. How far the discomforts of a compulsory home in a city 
slum are to blame, it is beyond us to know. 

Doubtless, it does require a strong will to rise superior to such 
surroundings, but there are those who do 80, a8 anyone cun see in 
the too occasional exception to the prevailing untidiness in a street. 
As a rule, we believe the tidy house is usually run by the less 
physically strong of the weaker scx, while the large and brawny 
ones gossip with folded arms at their doors. The wife of the work- 
ing man is usually Jazy and untidy and full of venom against the 
better half of the poor clerk, who aims higher on much less 
income. 

Tbe author is somewhat inaccurate, and talks loosely in places. 
Thus he says that the adoption of the metric system would rave 
two years in every child's school life. 

As regards workshop conditions, we think employers might do 
something to render their places decent. Many of our readers have 
seen something of what has been done in some of the German work- 
shops in the way of cleanliness and sanitation. Yet in some of the 
largest and newest English shops there are practically neither warm- 
ing nor washing facilities for the men, nor even a place where to 
hang their clothes out of the shop dirt. 

We think that American aud German workshops are ever- 
heated, but then, no American is ever happy under 70? F. We 
doubt if anything over 60° F. is necessary even for a sedentary 
occupation, while probably 55° is enough where men are moving 
about. Undoubtedly it pays to warm a shop, especially in cities 
where house accommodation is limited, as in London, or, perbaps 
worse, New York; and men should not need to wash off the work 
stains at home. 

The question of workshops generally is treated in the same 
journal by Mr. T. S. Bentley, who combats the erroneous idea that 
shop warming is out of place ina pieceworkshop. The use of dark 
buildings is another evil. A workshop should be suited to its work. 
As regards machinery, it should be treated like military machinery, 
which is never expected to be worn out, but is always supposed to be 
kept up to date and scrapped when obsolete. Within reason, this 
is a good point to bear in mind. Theoretically, we all believe in 
specialised machinery, but in practice limitations step in, because a 
special machine can only do a narrow rante of work, and hence 
follows the good rule of not setting out to do too much, but con- 
tining effort along a narrow groove, like one American firm said to 
make one machine only, and only опе size of that one machine. It 
cannot cost that firm much to keep its patterns up to date, and it can, 
therefore, sell the latest type of machine, and probably do business 
where the maker of more machines less up to date would find it 
difficult. 

Finally, we are told not to be too careful in buying raw material, 


but to get that which will machine most easily. "This, of course, is 
what is carried out in America to an extent that has become a fault. 
There everything is apt to give way to ease of manufacture. A word 
of warning may not be thrown away in this direction. Material 
ought to be chosen for its suitability for the work it has to do. 
The wearing quality being right, then by all means select what will 
finish at least cost for labour, use of tools, &c., and prime cost. 

Lastly, never hint to an American that American cast-iron is 
unduly soft. It makes him angry, or, as he says, mad, and he is 
liable to lapse into blasphemy. 


DIFFICULTIES IN MACHINE STOKING. 


THERE are far more difficulties in the way of successful mechanical 
stoking than at first sight appear. To begin with, in the system of 
sprinkling the fresh fuel over the whole surface of the fire, there 
is considerable tronble in the production of smoke, which though 
not dense, is very apt to be persistent. Then when the fuel is dusty, 
the dust is carried out of the furnace by the winnowing action of 
the draught, and deposited in the flues, or even carried out at the 
chimney top. It is also not easy to sprinkle fuel. evenly over the 
grate surface, and where the fire burns thin, it is apt to burn faster, 
and steady working becomes difficult. There must be fairly 
frequent levelling up by hand. 

Where coking systems are employed with moving grates, it is 
very usual practice to allow the grate to be made far too long, and 
to allow the fuel to burn completely away during the time it is 
travelling to the back of the grate. Nothing remains to fall over 
the end of the grate, but clinker. Consequently, the back end of 
the grate is nearly bare of combustible, and а very great volume of 
air isadmitted, to the great detriment of the fire, and the reduction 
of efficiency of heat transfer. Some recent correspondence in regard 
to atravelling chain grate showed up this point very clearly. The 
fuel is burned to ash long before the grate bas carried it to the 
dumping plate at the back end, and at half load the results are 
poor. It is possible that better results might be obtained if it 
could be arranged that little or no air could get through the back 
end of the grate. 

In some moving grates the grate is kept very short, and dumps 
the fuel behind the bridge before it is completely burned. No 
excess of air gets through the grates. The coal gives off ite 
gases as it travels, and the remaining combustible tümbles over into 
the ashpit and then burns, because air is admitted through the mass 
of it, the bridge being open below the grate for this purpose. 
Really, the grate surface is not so small as it appeats. The opening 
under the bridge legitimately counts as grate area, in which thg 
bars are absent, though their effect is perhaps taken by the clinker 
mixed with the burning mass. By suitably arranging the thickness 
of the fire, the air supply can be made to secure the best results in 
carbon dioxide, which, after all, is the real crux of performance of 
a furnace, for there can be no two opinions that if thé furnace gases 
contain a large percentage of dioxide, no monoxide, and no smoke 
is made, then that furnace must be efficient. The results of such 
efficiency are too often spoiled by the enormous leakage into the 
flues of air, which acts simply as a diluent of temperature. 

This air leakage goes on not merely through bad mortar joints, 
but throngh the pores of the bricks themselves. Water-tube boilers, 
which must be grouped at most in pairs, offer a very large surface 
for leakage, and ought to be protected either by sheet iron, or by 
paint or tar, or, where the money is available, by glazed brick. 
Blue brick is less porous than ordinary red bricks, and might 
advantageously be employed where economy is essential. Most of 
the smoke-prevention devices aim at admitting air to burn the 
hydro-carbons. 

It seems frequently to be possible to make tbem succeed by 
carrying out the air admission principle too thorougbly. The 
sudden outburst of hydrocarbons where coal is hand-fired tends to 
this extravagance of air, not merely when firing, but long after the 
air openings should be closed again. Stokers cannot be got to 
attend to such matters, but where there is a large battery of boilers 
it might be possible to have a boiler house foreman responsible for 
the proper use of such appliances. 

Users of mechanical stokers are often apt to be unreasonable in 
their demands. The mechanical difficulties of a stoking machine 
are very great. The conditions under which the machine is 
employed are onerous, not to say bad. Yet the machines are 
expected to run with a fraction of the care and attention bestowed 
on а steam engine working in clean surroundings. 

Mechanical stoking begins with one great advantage, uniformity 
in action and continuity. Hand-firing is bad in principle, for it 
can only be carried out by opening the fire door and admitting an 
enormous excess of air at the time. Ifthe dampers are then closed 
there is the disadvantage that the fuel on the bars ceases to main- 
tain its temperature, and there isa distinct slackening off in the 
performance. А really good fireman counteracts these disadvan- 
tages more or less by his intelligence and skill, while a machine 
that is not in perfect order loses some of the advantages which i 
possesses from its continuous action. i 

For horizontal moving grates we cannot see that mechanical 
stoking can be economically carried out unles the system is 
adopted of burning off much of the fuel in a mass behind the 
bridge, cleaning out the clinker and refuse from time to time as it 
accumulates on the ash pit bottom, 
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LEGAL. 


Tus PURCHASE OF THE METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
ComPany’s UNDERTAKING. 


For some time past a tribunal consisting of Mr. C. A. Russell, 
K.C. (umpire), and Mr. Robert Vigers and Mr. W. C. Ryde (arbi- 
trators), has been inquiring into the circumstances connected with 
the purchase as a going concern of the Metropolitan Electric Supply 
Company's undertaking in Marylebone by the Borough Council of 
Marylebone. Thesum claimed by the company is £2,771,708. Mr. 
Balfour Browne, K.C., Mr. C. A. Cripps, K.C., Mr. E. Moon, K.C., 
Mr. Sargent and Mr. A. T. Lawrence represent the company, 
while the Borough Council is represented by Sir Е. Clarke, K.C., 
Mr. Fletcher Moulton, K.C., Lord Robert Cecil, K.C., and Mr. 
A. B. Cave. 

Mr. Влгғосв Browne opened the case for the company, and said 
the parish of St. Marylebone was included in the company's West 
London Order, confirmed by an Act of Parliament in 1889. Current 
was supplied to that area by the company's generating stations at 
Rathbone Place and Manchester Square. Those generating stations 
also received current from the company's main station at Willesden, 
as did also certain sub-stations situated in the Marylebone area. 
The supply of current to the Marylebone area commenced on 
September 27th, 1889, current being distributed at a pressure of 
1,000 volts, reduced by house transformers to about 100 volta. 
There were some exceptions, but that was the general practice. 
Later in 1897 the supply was altered to continuous current by 
means of a system of low pressure networks suitable for 
either alternating or continuous current. In 1900 a large 
scheme was adopted for supplying continuous current in place 
of high pressure alternating current in the greater portion 
of the Marylebone area. The Manchester Square station had a 
capacity of 2,100 Kw. of continuous current generators, and was pro- 
vided with 12 water-tube boilers. The Rathbone Place station was 
equipped with plant of a capacity of 825 kw. of continuous current 
generators, and had five water-tube boilers. The sub-station at 
South Street, Manchester Square, bad 3,600 Kw. of transformers 
for dealing with current supplied from Willesden, and had 
a 100-Kw. motor-generator. The sub-station at North Street, Man- 
chester Square, had 3,210 xw. of motor-generators for converting 
high pressure alternating current from Willesden into continuous 
current. The Rathbone Place station had also 1,500 xw. of 
transformers for dealing with Willesden current, and 420 kw. of 
motor-generators for converting Willesden high pressure alter- 
nating current into continuous current. Marylebone Passage 
station had 690 xw. of transformers for reducing the voltage 
of alternating current from 1,0С0 to 200 volts. All the generating 
stations and sub-stations were leasehold property, expiring variously 
in 1913, 1930, 1961 and 1968. Other properties that the company 
had acquired in Marylebone in consequence of complaints of vibra- 
tion and noise adjoining the stations and sub-stations expired 
varioualy in 1913, 1941 and 1972. It was found early in the com- 
pany’s history that much benefit would result both to the company 
and its customers if all the areas could be worked together as one 
system, and trunk mains were accordingly laid between all the four 
generating stations (North Street, Rathbone Place, Manchester 
Square and Amberley Road), and current had, for a number of 
years past, been distributed as required from any one station to 
supplement the resources of the others. Board of Trade sanction 
to that method of working was obtained in June, 1896. In 
addition to the stations and sub-stations previously mentioned, 
@ narrow strip of Marylebone was supplied with current from the 
Norfolk Crescent Mews sub-station. Arrangements had been made 
for the severance of the Marylebone portion of the distributing 
mains from the Paddington portion when the Marylebone Borough 
Council took over the company's Marylebone undertaking. The 
expense of that physieal severance, and also the injury that would 
be done to the remaining portion of the company's undertakiug by 
losing that alternative source of supply would have to be considered 
in the inquiry. In the ваше way, the Rathbone Place station had, 
for some years, supplied part of the company's mid-London area, 
and arrangements were being made for the complete severance of 
this area from Marylebone before the Borough Council entered into 
possession, thereby setting free the whole of the plant in the Rath- 
bone Place station for the supply of Marylebone alone. The 
Electric Lighting Order Confirmation Act, No. 1, Section 2, provided 
that the Metropolitan Company should sell, and the Marylebone 
Borough Council should purchase, the St. Marylebone undertaking 
and business of the company as therein defined, except the 
offices at Stratford Place, which the company were to occupy and 
make no claim, the terms being for such purchase money and 
compensation being asum in gross and on such terms and conditions 
as may be agreed upon between the company and the Borough 
. Council, or, failing such agreement, as shall be determined by 
arbitration in manner provided by the Lands Clauses Act.” He 

with Sir Edward Clarke that the whole scope of the section 
of the Electric Lighting Order Confirmation Act, No. 1, was to make 
that a purchase under the Lands Clauses Act. The Electric Lighting 
Order Confirmation Act, No. 1, under which the purchase was to be 
effected, provided that the notice to treat for such purchase 
should be given by the Borough Council to the company 
within six months after the passing of the Act, unless 
that period was extended with the consent of the com- 

under seal. The date of transfer, һе took it, meaut 
when the Council paid the money. The company were quite pre- 
pared to transfer the whole Marylebone undertaking and business 
to them when the sum to be paid had been awarded, and when such 
sum had been paid. There was, of course, no completion until the 


Council had the works and the company had the money. The 
company's claim was therefore first :—-Compensation for the actual 
loss which they sustained by having their Marylebone undertaking 
and business taken from them compulsorily; and what they lost 
was not merely the very large income they were making that day, 
but the chance of increasing that income in the future— which was 
not only chance, as would be shown, but a certainty. The award 
must therefore include compensation for the loss of future profit on 
their undertaking and business. At the same time, the future 
profits must be limited to a period of 30 years, because under Sec. 2 
of the Electric Lighting Act, 1888, they had only 42 years to run, 
at the end of which period they were bound to sell to the local 
authority. Therefore the firet claim was the value that day of 
future profits for a period of 30 years, and also under the Land 
Clauses Act, compensation for the loss which the company would 
sustain by having the impcrtant Marylebone portion of their busi- 
ness severed from the rest of their undertaking. Further than that, 
they had to look at the Act of 1888 and a second item of claim 
came under Sec. 2 of that Act. He had limited the claim for 
profits to 30 years, but at the end of 30 years the company had 
still the right to sell under that section, and they were parting with 
that right now. The section provided that “on receipt in writing 
from the local authority of notice to purchase, the undertakers 
shall thereupon sell their undertaking upon terms of payment of 
the then value of all lands, buildings, works, materials and 
plant of such undertakers suitable to and used by them 
for the purposes of their undertaking, such value to 
be, in case of difference, determined by arbitration, provided 
that the value of such lands, buildings, works, materials and plant, 
shall be deemed to be their fair market value at the time of the 
purchase, due regard being had to the nature and condition 
of such buildings, works, materials and plant, and to the state of 
repair thereof, and to the circumstance that they are in such a 
position as to be ready for immediate working, and to the suitability 
of the same to the purposes of the undertaking, and where a part 
only of the undertaking was purchased, to any loss occasioned by 
severance; but without any addition in respect of compulsory 
purchase or of goodwill, or of any profit which might or might have 
been, or be made from the undertaking, or of any similar con- 
siderations.” They regarded the clause relating to the state of 
repair of the buildings, works, materials and plant, as not un- 
important from their point of view. Therefore, at the end of 30 
years they were to be paid the then value, and not merely the value, 
but something was to be given them because they were all ready to 
work. If the company merely handed over the money value of those 
works to the Council at the end of 30 years, that would (ave been 
one thing, but it would have taken them two or three years to erect 
their buildings, and they were going to hand over tbe whole of the 
buildings and plant ready for working, and that must be considered 
to their credit, because the direction in the section was, and to 
the circumstances that they are in such a position as to be ready for 
immediate working." That was a matter which they wished to 
specially bring forward. It would be seen that although “the 
then value of lands, buildings, materials and plant" were the same 
words as in Sec. 43 of the Tramways Act, that reference to the 
circumstance that they were ready for immediate working was 
in addition to the Tramways Act, and was a new element intro- 
duced for the benefit of the electric lighting company. The said 
head would be the value of the lands, buildiugs, works, materials and 
plant at the end of 30 years, discounted, of course, to present value, 
because they were going to be paid shortly, and that had to be arrived 
at on totally different principles from the first head of their claim, 
which was the present value and future profits of their undertaking, 
plusan allowance for severance. On that head, therefore, of their 
claim there would have to be considered, first, the extent and growth 
of the company's business in the past, and from those they would have 
to come to some conclusion as to its probable growth in the future. 
He did not take it that that meant the actual value of tbe company 
to-day, which could easily be measured. They were making in that 
district of Marylebone so much income that day. It would be easy 


to turn Њаё into a capital sum on the supposition that they got it 


—that it was absolutely secured, and they should go on making it for 
the next 30 years. But it was found that their income was going up 
by leaps and bounds, and those figures would be spoken of by the 
first witness to be examined. The difficulty then arose as to how 
much they should probably be making during the next 30 years, 
and details as to that had been got out with some minuteness, but 
at the same time with very great caution, so as not to assumé that 
the profits would go on in the same ratio but in a diminishing ratio, 
and in that connection certain considerations would be put before 
them. He wished first of all to say that they were absolutely 
safe, for they had practically a monopoly of the district. The 
Vestry of Marylebone in 1898 attempted to get power 
to compete with them, and that was fought out in 
Parliament at very great length, and the Bill was rejected. He did 
not know a case in England that day where a local authority had 
been allowed to compete with a company. There were companies 
competing with companies, as could be shown in a district in 
London, but no case where the local authority had been allowed to 
compete. Only the other day, before the Board of Trade, thc 
Borough of Camberwell, having purchased the plant of the London 
Electric Supply Corporation in the northern portion of its distric!, 
asked leave to compete with the County of London and Bruth 
Provincial Company in the lower half. There was, and had been, 


‘arranged a purchase clause in the company's order, and the purcha e 


clause was that they might purchase at any time on giving £133 fer 
£100 of the company's capital. They did not like those terms, ard 
said they wanted to compete. But the Board of Trade said thy 
would not allow them to have their order at all till they Lad pur- 
chased the company. Therefore, so far as competition with a local 
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authority was concerned, he thought they were absolutely safe. 
What bad taken place the other day made them safer stil. The 
L. C. C. promoted a Bill, by which they sought. to get two powers, 
which might have affected that company; one being that if at the 
end of 42 years the local authority did not purchase, the L.C.C. 
might, and bis company had insisted on speaking for the electric 
companies of London, that that was not fair. They had got the 
chance of one purchaser, but not of two, which made it more 
certain that they would be purchased. With one local authority they 
might say they did not want to purchase, and they would then have 
another lease of 10 years. That demand of the Council was 
rej cted. The otber power which might have affected the company 
materially, not in Marylebone, but in some other districts, was that 
tbe L.C.C. asked for leave to purchase by agreement any company, 
and what they feared, and what other companies feared, was that they 
might either set up a company or buy some company that was doing 
very little, and compete. . The proposal was rejected, and, in fact, 
the whole of the L.C.C. Bill for electricity this session had been 
rejected. He was, therefore, certain that so far as local authorities 
were concerned they were safe from competition. With regard to 
competition from companies, they were in that district practically 
immune, because various attempts had been made. In 1898 the 
County of London and Brush Provincial Company, which did not 
like to be competed with in Camberwell, wanted to compete there, 
aud applied for an order, as did also the Marylebone Electric 
Supply Company, but neither of the orders was granted by the 
Board of Trade, on the opposition of his clients. In 1899 the 
Marylebone Electric Supply Company again gave notice of intention 
to apply for an order, but they abandoned any proceedings. In 
1900 the Marylebone Electric Supply Company again applied for 
and cbtained from the Board of Trade an order for competitive 
powers in Marylebone. А Bill was introduced into the House, and 
was thrown out on second reading; and in 1901 the Marylebone 
Electric Supply Company applied and obtained a provisional order 
from the Board of Trade, and that was withdrawn by the promoters 
on the assurance by the Borough Council that they would insert 
ceitain clauses in the order which they were then promoting, which 
was the order subsequently confirmed, and which was before them 
now. "Therefore, he thought there was no competition possible, all 
those failures being registered in the past. It would be & very 
bold company, he thought, that would try and put its foot 
in Marylebone. There was an agreement between them and 
the Vestry in 1889 under which certain friction took place 
between them, and they had to apply for an injunction against the 
Vestry. An arrangement, however, was come to, and he only men- 
tioned it becausc it got rid of all difficulties that might possibly be 
raised. That agreement had these two clauses which were 
important. Ia consideration of the company withdrawing their 
opposition to the present Bill, the Council agreed to withdraw their 
opposition to the company’s Bill, and Clause 3 was that on the com- 
pletion of the agreement between the Council and the company, and 
the confirmation of the order by Parliament, all questions on the 
subject of the present litigation were to be treated as if both parties 
were perfectly satisfied. So that that gave them a clear sheet for 
the past ; there was no going back on questions that were in dispute, 
and there was only one thing he would mention out of that clause. 
The Borough Council were to purchase from the company in bulk all 
electrical energy they might require beyond tbe amount which they 
could from time to time generate themselves either within or with- 
out the St. Marylebone area, the company to supply on such 
conditions as to notice and otherwise, and at such reasonable prices 
as might be agreed upon; those points in case of difference to be 
settled by an arbitrator to be appointed by the Board of Trade. Of 
course, a8 yet there was no arrangement as to the bulk supply, and 
until they knew what they were going to take—they might take one 
unit, aud no more—they could not form a basis of what they were 
going to get from them. Therefore all their calculations assumed 
that they lost Marylebone, and that, in losing Marylebone, 
they lost the possibility of utilising plant which they set 
up for the purpose of supplying Marylebone. Тһе tables 
they put in showed the absolutely continuous growth in 
their hands of the business in Marylebone, and also that their 
immense income in that area was derived from a comparatively 
small portion of the inhabited houses. Moreover, a large portion 
of the houses connected in 1901 were only partially supplied. They 
found that very many of the people had put in a small amount of 
electric installation, apparently for experimental purposes, and when 
à person was only in for a year or two at the end of a lease, they 
were content to go on with that small amount of installation, but 
when it changed hands, and the landlord had to try and get another 


tenant, they knew he installed electricity throughout. Their 


growth had been continuous, and they were deriving it from a 
small portion of the number of houses in Marylebone, and when 
they had got customers, they were not fully taking the electric 
light. All that pointed to a very large growth in the future. Then 
the company had a great future before them as to motive power, 
heating and other purposes, only very slightly developed indeed at the 
present time. 'f'he annual increase in the number of consumers 
showed no signs of diminution; the amount of current sold per 
consumer was steadily increasing, the amount consumed per lamp 
was steadily increasiug, the use of electricity for motive power, 
heating and otber purposes than lighting was only in its infancy, 
and a great number of changes were taking place in Marylebone 
which would necessarily lead to a much greater use of electricity, 
and the development of nearly one-half of the habitable area of 
Marylebone as a source of demand for electricity had hardly yet 
begun. Then in а recent case (Freake v. Kinnaird), Mr. Justice 


Joyce held that the provision of an electric lighting installation ex- - 


clusive of fittings such as would ordinarily be supplied by a 
tenant was an addition within the meaning of Sec. 13, 


Sub-Sec. 11, of the Settled Land Act, 1890, and might be properly 
paid for out of capital money, and that showed considerable deve- 
opment in tbe direction of electrical installation. Again, a large 
number of house agents who would be called would say that they 
could not let houses now unless they were wired for the electric 
light. As to the working expenses aıd the maintenance which 
must be set against the future profits, coal had. been very high in 
price, as they knew, and the company had раме. through bad 
times, but certain economies were being introduced which, with a 
diminution in the price of coal, would greatly tend. to increase 
their profits. They had erected water softening plant at several of 
their stations, the extension of the continuous current system would 
mean a very great saving, and house transformers could be done 
away with, which caused an enormous waste of electricity. As to 
additional capital required, that also had been carefully calculated, 
because they did not think they could go on supplying that district 
with its enormous increase until 1931 without additional capital 
Then as to severance. First, there was the physical severance, that 
would be dealt with by their engineers at considerable length. 
They had to sever the Mid-London portion of Rathbone Place net- 
work and the Marylebone portion of the Norfolk Crescent Mews 
network, and the St. John’s Wood district from Amberley Road 
circuita and connect it with Manchester Bquare, and reconnect the 
10,000-volt trunk mains between Amberley Road and Norfolk Crescent 
Mews, now traversing part of Marylebone, There was aleo a serious 
matter for further consideration, which was the increased cost of 
working which would be entailed by reason of that severance. In 
conclusion, he would say that he had assumed: againat 
himself that the local authority would purchase at the end 
of 30 years, because it was quite possible at the end of 30 years 
they might not be purchasers, and then he would bave profit for the 
other ten years, Barring the one question which was very important, 
the valuation to them of having the plant ready for working, the 
case seemed to him a very simple one indeed, and such as they 
dealt with every day. The value was the value to them of those 
works in Marylebone. The value to them was not what they had 
made out of them—they had that and spent it—but the value they 
could make out of it in the future. They were also to ve compen- 
sated for any loss or damage by reason of cutting it in two, which 
would entail considerable loss. They bad fires in some of their 
stations; the Sardinia Street station was burnt down and they 
had the others to fall back upon; but when that purchase was 
settled they would have no such possibility within their own 
works, and that insurance went. Therefore the present value and 
future profit and severance was the first head of the claim. 
Secondly, what was the value of the works that they would have 
on their hands at the end of 1931, that value enhanced by the 
consideration that it was ready as a going concern to turn the 
wheel and supply electric energy ? : 

Mr. Јони ConacHER, the general manager of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Company, put in a number of maps showing the 
different areas stpplied by the Metropolitan Company, and also 
the different parts of the Marylebone area. The company, he said, 
had erected large generating works at Willesden, which were 
opened in 1899, and from Willesden they transmitted the two- 
phase alternating current to sub-stations in London, partly along 
the towing path of the canal and partly along the streets. Witness 
went into a large number of details, showing the various mains of 
the company. There were two sub-stations in the Marylebone dis- 
trict; one was at the Manchester Square generating station, and 
that station, in sddition to generating current, had the necessary 
apparatus for receiving current from Willesden. 'The Rathbone 
Place station was a station of a similar character. The third station 
in Marylebone was at Marylebone Passage, and was subsidiary to 
the Rathbone Place station, but had been & grave source of loss to 
the company. The original supply throughout the whrle of the 
company's area, excluding the supply from Whitehall station, was 
entirely altérnating high tension supply. The company adopted 
tbat system under the very best, advice, because they were about to 
supply areas of a very wide spread character. Having estab- 
lished that system, they carried it on until the various districte of the 
company became ripe for changing to the continuous current system. 
They found the original system led to an enormous loss of energy, 
and early in 1897, they began to change the system in mid-London; 
practically the whole of that district now was supplied by the con- 
tinuous current, and the plant at Sardinia Btreet etation had been 
altered to supply continuous current. In 1898 the next step was 


taken by changing the system in the Rathbone Place area. Then 


the sub station was established at Marylebone Passage, and fitted 
with transformers, by means of which transforming was done in 
bulk. The result of that was to very much reduce the waste in 
transformers, and it entailed the laying in that area of low tension 
distributing mains, which were equally suitable for the continuous 
current if, in future years, that was adopted for the district. In the 
last two years the work of changing the district to the continuous 
current had been steadily carried on, and they hoped to have the 
whole thing in a state of completion before the end of this year, so 
that consumers could begin to change over from the house-trans- 
former system to the continuous-current system. The whole scheme 
would cost £140,000 by the time it was finished. "There was stilla 
small portion of the Marylebone area that was being supplied on 
the old house-transformer system, but the company were making 
arrangements with a view to its being altered. Witness next 
proceeded to give details as to the value of the property 
and leases held by the company, and as to the expira- 
tion of the leases. With regard to the company's business, in 
1891 the gross revenue was £12,120, and in 1901 it was £100,833, so 
that it had increased eight times in the 10 years. In 1891 the 
number of consumers were 354, and in 1901 they were 4,194. 
Already during that year they had added 218 consumers, which 
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indicated a much larger growth in the immediate future than there 
uad ever been in the past. There had also been a tendency for the 
number of units sold per consumer to increase, as well as the 
number of lamps per consumer. 
number of inbabited houses in Marylebone was 13,536, of which 
3,108 were wholly or partially supplied with electricity by the 
company. There were still some large business premises in Oxford 
Street which were not supplied with electricity or were only 
partially supplied. They also looked to a very great development 
in the supply of electricity to the St. Juhn’s Wood arca. They 
thought that as London grew, the land would be utilised more and 
more for house property, and those houses would be a big source of: 
revenue in future years. Their conccssion went on to 1931. 

Mr. Chips: Do you think that during the whole of that period, 
having regard to the considerations to which you have referred and 
the tables you have put in, you have a safe field or market for а 
continuous increase of your business ?— We think во, there іза very 
large field only beginning to be developed. 

Whatever other conditions you have to consider, you have during 
the term of your concession, in your view, a practically unlimited 
market ?— Ves; there are three main causes at work. The growing 
standard of lighting, to which it is difficult to assign a limit; I do 
not think the succeeding generation will be more satisfied with what 
is supplied them than we are satisfied with what went before, and 
this will involve the company keeping up tnat standard. There is an 
increased demand at stations, which will increase the payment for 
houses, and willlead to houses being built of aloftier cbaracter, and 
to the basements being utilised toa greater extent than was possible 
when gas was the only illuminant, aud the increase of hou:es and 
the increased dimensions will undoubtedly tend to bring customers 
to the company. 

Continuing, WiTNESS said that last year only 78,000 units were 
sold for motors and heating purposes. So far they had discouraged 
people anxious to use electricity for motive power, having recom- 
mended them to wait until the change to continuous current had 
been made; it was largely to meet motor demands that they got 
rid of the alternating system, and as soon as the change was com- 
pleted, no doubt they could push the motor and heating business 
very much more than was possible under the old conditions. 

Do you think you have a large field for motor and other purposes 
outside lighting? — That is a class of business entirely in its 
infancy, and we believe from the increase which has taken 
place in the use of &mall motors for various purposes, that there will 
be a large field in Marylebone in future years from that source of 
business. 

Mr. J. Q. HEAD, senior partner of Geo. Head & Co., surveyors, 
house agents, &c., stated that he had been acquainted with the 
conditions of house property in Marylebone for 26 years. He had 
been particularly asked to consider the future development in 
Marylebone as regards buildings aad so оп, in connection with elec- 
triclightiug, and he knew there was & growing tendency to wire 


houses for electric lighting. He frequently found now that the 


installation of the electric light was made a condition for the renewal 
of the leases. 

Mr. Е W. RusHWwORTH gave similar evidence, and said he found 
that houses of a much smaller character were now taking electric 
light than formerly was the case. 

Mr. S. CLARKE, surveyor, gave evidence, bearing on the estimates 
put in of the value of the company's property. 

Mr. C. W. MILLER, surveyor, auctioneer aud house agent, agreed 
that there was likely to be a growing demand for the electric light 
in St. John’s Wood district, with which Le was very well 
acquainted. | 

Мг. Е. J. WALKER, general manager and secretary of the St. 
James's and Pall Mall Electric Lighting Company, said he had 
turned his attention especially to the prospects of the company’s 
future increase during the next 30 years. He gave the figures of 
the increase in his own company’s business, which had 486,000 lamps 
only. He found in the St. James's district that when houses had 
once taken the light, there was a growing tendency to increase its 
use. There was the tendency in regard to the electric light to 
bave it for ornamental purposes, and that sort of thing. If a person 
bad a particularly nice bronze, or anything of that kind, he put 
an electric light in it. 

Mr. Cripps: I want you to apply the experience vou have gained 
under the St. James's and Pall Mall conditions. What do you say 
as regards the future of Marylebone? We have it at present 
that 23 per cent. of the houses only are supplied, and that 
it is a district in the hands of one company. What do you say 
as regards the future ?—1 think it is a very low estimate to put it 
at; that 23 per cent. can be very easily quadrupled in the next 30 

ears. 
й Continuing, Witness said that although they had got 45 per 
cent. of the houses of St. James's, their engineer anticipated getting 
something like 500,000 more lamps in the next ten years. That 
was practically double their present connection. 

Mr. L Н. HonpEsN, manager of the Westminster Electric Supply 
Corporation, gave particulars of the progress of his own company. 
He considered that to a certain extent Marylebone was almost a 
virgin field for electrical enterprise, especially for motors. 

What is your experience as regaris the supply in the future of 
motive power from these electrical companies ?—4At the end of last 
year the equivalent in 8 с.р. connected was only 26,785, but this 
year there will be an increase of at least 50 per cent. in the last 
four months. ‘There will be an increase at least of 40,0)0 equivalent 
b CP. in motive power at the ead of the year. 

Continuing, Witness said that electrical lifts were increasing 
very much, and in many places the people were taking out hydraulic 
lifts and putting in electric. There was also a great demand just 
commenciug for motor cars. They had one company in their dis- 


According to the last census, the. 


trict jvst started who expected to supply 800 carriages, and those 
carriages, if they did so, would use 24 million units a year. Last 
year their motors used 350, 000 units, and this year they would use 
sbout 600,000 units; he should think in another three years’ 
time there would be probably 3 million units sold for motors He 
should think Marylebo.e would be as good a field as Westminster 
for the motive power taken, if not better, for there was more vacant. 
land there, and there would be much more chance of factories and. 


such buildings beiug put up in such a district. : 


Mr. J. CONACHER was then re-called and cross-examined at great 
length by Mr. FLETCHER MOULTON. 


On Monday the proceedings were resumed at the Surveyors’ 
Institute, when the cross-examination of Mr. Conacher was con- 
tinued. Some discussion took place between counsel as to whether 
the Metropolitan Company.should be compelled to give information 
as to its special contracts with consumers in its different areas. 

Mr. Свіррѕ, K.C., said that the company did not object to giving 


information with regard to Marylebone, but he did not think they 


were called upon to give it with regard to the Holborn or mid- 
London area. : 

Mr. FLETCHER MouLTON argued that by the Electric Lighting 
Act of 1882, Sec. 20, the question of special contract was one which 
affected the whole area of a coropany's supply. Ву Sec. 8 of the 
company's contract with the Vestry the price to be charged for 
electricity to be supplied to ordinary consumers and the Vestry was 
to be regulated in accordance with the West London order. But," 
the section went on, "the sca'e of prices charged ín the parish 
shall not exceed the scale for the time being in force in any other 
parish or district in which the undertakers are authorised 
to supply energy under any provisional order or Act passed 
in the present session.” That, continued Mr. Moulton, included 
mid-London, and it included St. Martin's, and therefore the 
company were saddled with tbat obligation that they could not 
charge higher in Marylebone than in mid-London. If a person 
undertook to take 10,000 units a year, and the person who did that 
in mid-London got a special price, that special price just as much 
applied to Marylebone as it did to mid-London. He claimed he 
was entitled to examine the mid-London prices fur two reasons. 
First of a)l, because he wanted to see what the prices had been 
there. It was very possible the prices in Maryleto.e did not 
accord with those in mid-London, and the profits they claimed were 
profits they could not make under the order; but still more 
important was it for the future, because the prices in mid-London 
were prices, of course, in the presence of competition. He wanted 
to see what competition had brought the price to there, because then 
he could see what even the existing competition would make prices 
in the future. It was quite clear that that clause linked together 
the two areas on the principle that they could not have a higher 
price in one than in the other, and therefore he contended tkat he 
was entitled to find out what the price of the other was. 

Mr. Cripps said the point was an extremely important one. He 
submitted that Mr. Fletcher Moulton had misinterpreted the pur- 
port of Sec. 20, and also the purport of the clause in the provi- 
sional agreement. Inside the scale he submitted they were entitled, 
subject to the principles of undue preference, t» give special con- 
ditions where people took a quantity, and where (hey had a day 
load as well ав a night load. Не thovg.t it was plain, looking at 
Sec. 8, that what was preserved as regarded equality was the scale 
of charges, and he maintained that the prices bad been eqnal, but 
he admitted that if they went into it, it meant au interminable dis- 
cussion practically as regarded the par.icular conditions of each 
contract. 

Mr. Moutton contended that he was entitled to see the mid. 
London special contracts, because, in seeing what price the company 
could exact from people in Marylebone based on their present 
system of supply, he must see what special contracts there were 
which fixed their scale and their special circumstances. They would 
see that 6d. was the nominal price, so that there must be a very 
large proportion of their supply which was not at the printed scale. 
It did not mean that what they chose to priut should be the same 
in the two cases, but that their rate of charge should be the same 
in the two, and they had aright to see those contracts, because if 
they found that that much lower average price was dus to the fact 
that under substantially similar circumstances they had a lower rate 
of charge in mid-London than they had in Marylebone, their profita 
were not unduly smaller, and the value of their undertakiog which 
they had been basing on that was thereby also smaller. 

Mr. C. A. RussELL, K.C., the umpire, having consulted with the 
other arbitrators, said they were of opinion that at the present time, 
at any rate, the Borough Council were not entitled to the production 
of special contracts relating to any area except the Marylebone 
area. Although, however, they did not consider those contracts 
relevant at the present time, if any case was shown, such as 
Mr. Fletcher Moulton had suggested, that the charge in the 
mid-London area was much lower than it was in Marylebone, and if 
the case of the borough was attempted to be met оу the company 
by the suggestion that the price was pulled down, not because there 
were under-charges, but because the special contracts were more 
numerous, and the circumstauces of the people in Holbora entitled 
them to lower terms, then it might become material to see if that 
answer was established, and for that purpose to look at the special 
contracts in Holborn. 

Mr. ConacHER was still under examination when the proceedings 
were adjouraed. TEL / 


i nan 


Dudley.—The Corporation has applied to the L G.B. for 
sanction to borrow £22,000 for the electric light undertaking. 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 


Lorp WIR DSOR'S TuBE COMMITTEE. j 


THE Select Committee of the House of Lorde, presided over by 
Lord Windsor, resumed their sittings on Monday last, in the Grand 
Committee Room, Westminster Hall,and continued their inquiry 
intothe group of underground Railway Bills referred to them. 
The Committee proceeded with their consideration of the scheme of 
the combined Piccadilly and City, London United, and North-East 
London Railways for an underground railway from Hammersmith 
to the City. 

. Mr. FITZGERALD, K.C., for the Central London Railway Com- 
pany, whose proposal for the construction of a line from Hammer- 
smith to the Bank was, with the exception of а small loop at the 
City end, rejected by the Committee at the last sitting, said all it 
was proposed to proceed with in their Bill was the provision for 
the acquisition of land for the enlargement of their station at 
Marble Arch. "That land was the property of the Duke of Portland, 
and its acquisition was not opposed. "They also asked for power to 
raise new capital to the extent of £150,000 for the acquisition of 
land and the construction of rolling stock. 

Sir HENRY Oak ey (chairman of the railway) having given formal 
evidence in regard to these matters, 

The Committee passed the preamble of the Bill so far as it related 
to the land and new capital. | 

Mr. Batrouk Browne, K.C., said that since his withdrawal of 
the Bill of the City and North-East Suburban Company for the 
construction of a line from Whitechapel to Waltham Abbey, the 
local authorities had approached them with a request that they 
should procced with their railway, believing that some means would 
be found hereafter of getting from Whitechapel into the City by an 
unobjectionable route. Messrs. J. S. Morgan & Co. had agreed to 
give financial support to the line. He desired to ask the Com- 
mittee whether, if he succeeded in getting the order of the House 
of Lords for the withdrawal of the Bill discharged, they would 
hear bim in support of their proposal. 

Mr. LrrrI ER, K.C., for the North London Railway, said this was 
an extraordinary application, to which he took tke strongest 
objection. The City and North-East Suburban Company 
deliberately took their chance. They did not succeed, and they 
withdrew their Bill. By that choice he submitted they must abide. 

The CuaInMAN announced that the Committee could not give any 
support to the application. 

Mr. BALrouR Browne said he believed the only opposition 
remaining to be heard against the combined line from Hammer- 
smith to the City and to Palmer's Green was that of the frontagers, 
and the promoters had framed & clause expressing their view as to 
how the frontagers ought to be dealt with. It was drawn up on the 
lines suggested by Viscount Knutsford on May 15tb, so as to place 
-for a limited period after the opening ofthe railway, the owners of 
Jands and houses that were not taken on the tame footing as the 
owners of lands and houses which were taken for the purposes of the 
railway. Тһе words ''injuriously affected " had been incorporated 
in the clause in accordance with the suggestion of Viscount 
Knutsford, and he believed that by its terms the views of the Com- 
mittee would be carried out. 

The CHatnman said he would like all parties interested to care- 
fully consider the clause, so that on Friday, when they took it into 
discussion, it might be possible to arrive at а settlement. 

Mr. Pembrr, K.C., for the Great Eastern Railway Company, 
asked if the Committce would state whether the preamble of the 
North-East London Hailway might be regarded as having bcen 
passed. At present there appeared to be great uncertainty on the 
point. 

The СнлткмаХх replied that they would not give their decision on 
the preamble until the whole of the opposition to the combined 
scheme had been heard; but if there was nothing else but the 


railway opposition, the Committee would pass the preamble of the. 


Bill. 

Mr. REApER Harris, K.C., then addressed the Committee on 
behalf of the frontagers along Kensington Gore and in Princes 
Gate in opposition to the railway. Не said that, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Pierpont Morgan, who was interested in the railway, 
all the residents in the district had contributed to a guarantee fund 
to meet the expenses of opposing the preamble to the Bill. Their 
objections to the proposed line were a serious fear that injury would 
be caused to their property, and deteriorate it in value; that the 
existing and authorised railway facilities were sufficient to meet 
the demands of the traffic in the neighbourhood, and there was no 
public necessity whatever for the construction of an additional 
railway. 

Evidence of frontagers was then called in support of the learned 
counsel's statement. 

Lord К. Сес, K.C., stated the opposition of the rectors and 
churchwardens of St. Mart in's-in-the-Fields and St. Clement's 
Danes, Strand, to the line, which passed close to both of those 
churches, апа evidence was given expressing a fear that some sub- 
sideuce would take place, and that injury would be done to the 
churches, which no money compensation could meet. 

The COMMITTEE having deliberated in private, the CHAIRMAN said 
the Committee had decided to pass the preamble of the Bill for 
the construction of a railway from Hammersmith to Palmer's 
Green. They would next proceed with the Clapham Junction to 
Marble Arch Railway. 

Mr. BALFovR Browne said there was no opposition to this rail- 
way, Earl Cadogan, the Duke of Westminster, and the Battersea 
Porough Council having been settled with. 

Mr. Нотсніхѕом, on behalf of the Duke of Westminster, said 


that, as far as his private interests were concerned, he had been 
satisfied by the promoters, and that from a public point of view he 
believed that there was a necessity for the line, and was in favour 
of it. 

The Committee then declared the preamble to be proved. They 
also declared the preamble proved of the Pill granting an extension 
of the Brompton & Piccadilly Circus line to Holborn, to which there 
was no opposition. 

Mr. LirrLER applied for an extension of time for the con- 
struction of the authorised Brompton & Piccadilly Circus Railway. 

Mr. TALBOT opposed the application on behalf of the Duke of 
Devonshire and the Duke of Wellington, on the ground that the 
construction of the railway would result in there being two tubes 
laid down from Hyde Park to Piccadilly Circus. The company 
obtained its power in 1897, and had done nothing. Should, how- 
ever, the Committee sce fit to grant the extension of time, he 
hoped they would not consent to the duplication of the stations in 
Piccadilly. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Committee would grant the extension of 
time. The Committee adjourned. 


On Tuesday the Committee again eat to consider the proposal of 
the Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway Company to construct 
a spur line from South Kensington to Parson's Green vid Fulham 
Road. 


Mr. FnEEMAN, K.C., addressed the Committee in opposition to 
the line on behalf of the Brompton Consumption Hospita;, tne 
Chelsea Hospital for Women, and the Guardians of the Poor for the 
St. George's Union. He said it was proposed to construct tbe rail- 
way in close proximity to those buildings and to have a station in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Brompton Consumption Hospital. 
He submitted tbat there was no public necessity shown for the rail- 
way, as there was no substantial number of people in the district who 
required to be served by the railway, which would form no part of a 
tbrough route. The District Railway well supplied the needs of 
the neighbourhood, and that line would be more efficient when 
electrified. The Committee had another scheme coming before 
them for the construction of a railway under King's Road, Fulbam, 
but it was not open to the objections of the hospitals as against the 
railway at present under consideration. 

Evidence was then heard from the physicians of the Brompton 
Consumption and Chelsea Hospital, who agreed that absolute quiet 
was essential to the patients, and that the noise and vibration of 
the working of tbe railway would be extremely detrimental to 
their chances of recovery. 

Mr. CowaBp, K.C., appeared on behalf of the L. C. C., aud 
requested the Committee to reject the scheme. They regarded it 
as unsatisfactory, both from the point of view of finance and of 
convenience to tbe public. If the railway was sanctioned, the 
Council feared the line would never be constructed, but would 
remain as a block” line against any other railway down either the 
Fulbam Road or the King's Road. 

Mr. LII LER, K.C., for the promoters, said that as far as the hos- 
pitals were concerned, they were quite willing to put theinselves 
under any reasonable clause, and take any special precautions 
decided by the Board of Trade as necessary in the interests of those 
buildings. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Committee bad decided that that 
portion of the preamble of the Bill was not proved. 

The Committee next considered the King's Road Railway Bill, 
and | 
Мг. Влікоов Enrowne, in opening the case for the promoters, 
said the Bill was before the Joint Committee last year, who had 
reported that it might be rcferred, in the ordinary course, if inter- 
change stations were provided at Victoria; an extension to Patney 
would be desirable. Last усаг it was proposed to proceed as far as 
Eel Brook Common, but, in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Joint Committee, it was proposed now to construct a line 
from Putney, starting close to the station of the London & South- 
Western Railway, coming under the river on to Eel Brook Common, 
and во on to Victoria. It was then proposed to make there an 
exchange station, enabling passengers to get into the City in con- 
junction with the deep level District Railway. The length of tke 
line was 4 miles 1 furlong. It was supported by all the local 
authoritics through whose districts it passed, excepting the City of 
Westminster. The capital proposed was £2,598,773, and it was 
believed there would be no difficulty in raising the money. 

Mr. J. MCALISTER, one of the promoters, gave evidence in support 
of the Bill, and in cross-examination, WirNEss said the other 
promoters of the Bill were Sir Owen Slacke, Bir Richard Sankey 
und Lord Teynham. 

Mr. SHEPHERD, of Messrs. Shepherd, Perry & Scott, financiers of 
Old Broad Street, said he thought there were fair prospects of 
raising the capital for the line. If there was a favourable board of 
directors, he would Le prepared to recommend the scheme to his 
friends. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Committee found the preamble of the 
Bill not proved. 

Mr. Ремнев, K.C., on behalf of the governors of St. George's 
Hospital, said he understood the West and South London Junction 
Railway Bill next on the list, was to be withdrawn. He maintained 
it was a gross abuse for а Bill to be kept on the list until the last 
moment, and after all the expense had been incurred by the 
opponents, to withdraw it. 

The Committee adjourned. 


Faversham.—The T.C. has decided to apply for sanction 
to borrow £24,100 for electric lighting purposes. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Alternating Current Theory. 


The equations (20) and (22) referred to by Mr. Rhodes 
in his letter to you last week had not escaped my attention, 
and they do not answer my criticism. The first of them is 
as follows :— 

Dol M 9 
ta Ni- (20) 

This, as I understand it, gives an approximate value of 
the ratio between the primary and secondary currents when 
the secondary circuil of the transformer is short circuited, In 
this case the primary ampere-turns N, à will be nearly equal 
to the secondary ampere-turns, х, г. In the review, | was 
referring to the equation given, 1 think, in Munro and 
Jamieson's pocket-book, 

Nh Л — № 12 = Mi io fo (a) 
where /, and f} are the primary power factors for the current 
i and the magnetising current 7, respectively. This 
equation is a remarkably accurate one, and it will be seen 
that (20) is a very particular case of it. 

Equation (22) gives the secondary voltage in terms of 
V — 1, and various other quantities hard to calculate. The 
ordinary everyday equation is 

VM C NM |. 
pc " Е; in + (50 Ray ia 

I am sorry Mr. Rhodes thinks that it is quibbling to carp 
at lag and lead. Those interested in the subject will find it 
excellently discussed in a paper by Dr. Sumpner in this 
year's Journal of the Inslilulion of Electrical Engineers, 
p. 631. 

I would conclude by propounding a problem for solution 
by “equivalent sine curves" or otherwise. The power factor 
of an alternate current arc with hard carbons is less than 
unity. P.D. and current waves for this case have. been 
drawn or oscillographed by Hopkinson, Blondel, Duddell and 
others. "They show that the current and voltage are always 
zero at the same instant. Must the equivalent sine curve of 
the current in this case be drawn lagging or leading thie 
P.D. wave? 


Your Reviewer. 
London, May 25rd, 1902. 


An Open Letter. 


You will, of course, pardon my remarking that I do not 
think much of the articles in your Journal as a general 
rule. They do not seem to teach me anything, and that, I 
take it, is the criterion of a useful article. 

Now, I have always suffered from an excessive modesty, 
and I know, therefore, that, having brought myself to the 
point of writing to you, what I write must be going to fill 
a long-felt want, and must be substantially correct; there- 

fore you will be good enough to put up a notice in your 
paper that correspondence on the contents of this letter 
cannot be tolerated. I am by no means a bigoted, or 
narrow-minded man, but I feel that it would be such a waste 
of time for controversially inclined folk, who are not so well 
iuformed on these matters as myself, to endeavour to refute 
my statements, First of all I think you ought to know, 
and will be interested in knowing, who, and what, I am. 

Briefly, then, I am a well-to-do grocer in a town boasting 
me as one of its councillors, and having, in addition, an 
installation of electric light. There is, moreover, a con- 
siderable electric car service, 80 that you will own I live in 
an atmosphere that must be saturated with electricity, 
accounting, doubtless, for my assimilation of a certain know- 
ledge of the science. My early training, and environments, 
were such that I often wonder why I continued to follow the 
profession of errand boy and window-cleaner in my father’s 
emporium, and finally graduated behind the counter; but I 
as often console myself with the thought that genius longest 
hidden burns brightest in the end. 

Almost before I had forgotten the feeling of a nascent 
front tooth, my attentive parents must have discovered in 
me a thirst for science equalling my more natural desire, 


for they demonstrated before me the essential facts of 
magnetism with the aid of a few tin ducks and a magnet 
with inconsequent poles. . | 

In those days I continually heard grave elders remark 
that electricity was in its infancy, and as I lay in my nurse’s 
arms (so forward was 1) I used to think how nice it was 
that we two—electricity and I—would be growing up 
together ; but, as I am still led to understand that little 
electricity has not been put into shorts yet, I feel that I have 
outstripped progress. 

Nince the days of the magnetised ducklings I have pos- 
sessed large horse-shoe magnets of my own, and I have 
charged the glass and zinc cells that work the bells, and I 
have watched a friend of mine who combines electrical : 
engineering and ironmongery connecting up such intricate 
things as the indicators for bells. This friend pays about 
80s. a year to put A. I. E. E. after his name, and sometimes 
goes to London to take tea with his professional brethren. 

In addition to this experience, my son has a friend 
who is & motorman, or an assistant engineer, I never 
quite understood which, on the tramways (I think he 
must be a motorman, because I know that the motormen 
get more than the assistants, and I am sure my son would 
know only the best class.) 

My son picks up a lot of curious information from this 
quarter and retails it to me. 

Since І have been on the Electricity Committee of the 
Town Council I have gained most valuable experience, and 
am pleased to think I have not been slow to give less fortu- 
nate, or less teachable, people the benefit of it. Alas. how 
often one finds that one's best efforts to increase the world's 
quantum of intelligence are ill received—even, at times, 
rudely rebuffed ! For instance, it was not long since that 
I dropped in at our electricity works—we supply light to 
the town at а loss, and power to the traction company at а 
large profit—as I often do, just to assure myself that every- 
thing is going smoothly. I found our engineer storming 
like a madman at the poor firemen, who appeared unable to 
raise enough pressure. I dislike, above all things, an 
exhibition of temper, especially before one's subordinates, so, 
the force of example being proverbial, and seeing, in my 
quick way, an easy solution of the present difficulty, I pulled 
the lately purchased evening paper from my pocket, and 
stepped silently and calmly to the nearest furnace. The 
door of this I opened, and immediately clapped the paper 
over the orifice, merely following therein the practice of the 
housemaid who wishes to rouse a sluggish fire to life. Who 
would have believed that such a simple action could cause 
results so curious and diverse in the beholders ! What the 
engineer said I cannot repeat, and only partly understood, 
and I did not remain longer in the place when I saw the 
firemen drop their i»n implements and double up with 
laughter. An incident such as that only proves the more 
conclusively how widespread is the ignorance of common 
things. Now, I have never seen any mention in your columns 
of the foregoing elementary recipe, nor of that other which 
recommends a vertically placed poker to the same end. In 
my opinion, no boiler house should be without its *drawing 
poker," if I may coin the word. 

Of course, before we decided to give the town an 
electricity station, we had to travel over most of Europe, 
and the whole of the British Isles, in order to make quite 
sure that electricity was the best illuminant, and to decide as 
to the best method of generating it, that is to say, whether 
statically or on the multiple unit system, or again alter- 
natively, That reminds me of a little incident that occurred 
when 1 was going over a station towards the end of our 
labours. The engineer warned us not to go too near the 
machines if we wore watches. I showed mine to him, and 
said it would not be affected as it had already stood 2,000 
volts on an alternator. He laughed, and asked me where I 
had held it, во I told him only a foot or two away from the 
commutator. Не laughed again, and said that evidently the 
watch would be all right in his station as the power was only 
200 volts. Asa matter of fact, the thing has never gone 
properly since, and I cannot make up my mind as to whether 
the engineer or I was the fool. 

We had a very enjoyable and instructive time on the 
Continent, and the engineer whom we had taken with us, 
was able, with our assistance, to compose a long and valuable 
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report ; but, when this was presented to the committee, 
those members who had not gone with the deputation were 
not able to satisfy themselves that we had seen all that we 
might, and felt so much anxiety at the bare possibility of our 
having missed just the one system which might bé going to 
revolutionise the supply of electricity that they resolved, and 
obtained the sanction of the Council, to go out themselves, 
determining even to take in America on the way home. 

I am always thinking of little things which might help 
to make our station pay better. Sometimes I lie awake all 
night working out some idea from its small beginning to its 
finished state, perfect in every detail. Tt was only last week 
that an epoch-making scheme occurred to my restless mind, 
and I positively had to get up at 4 a.m. to tell the engineer ; 
for I thought what an incalculable loss it would be to the 
world if I died, or went mad, before the morning came, and 
I was unable to unbosom myself of my secret. Now, in a 
few words, what I put before the engineer was this :—In 
the ordinary way you have an engine driving a dynamo 
which gives out current, this current first lighting lamps, or 
driving tramcars, and then going back to the dynamo. 
Why not intercept that current on its homeward path and turn 
it into a storage battery ? It would then be the easiest thing 
in the world to drive the dynamo by a motor supplied with 
current from the battery. That is to say, after once starting 
the dynamo, no steam engine is needed, and, of course, no 
boilers or coal. If this was done, power and light could be 
sold for next to nothing, or we could make such a profit out 
of our consumers as to reduce the rates to nothing, or even 
pay a bonus! You will not fail to note, too, that І cared 
nothing for the vast wealth I could have gained by patenting 
the scheme, but wished only that all the world might benefit 
without enriching me by a penny. 

You will, no doubt, picture to yourselves this engineer 
listening with rapt attention and breathless wonder, as I 
unfolded my glorious news! You will see him as I ended, 
either throwing himself at my feet in acknowledgment 
of my genius, or embracing me as а brother! 
Sirs, your visions are far from the truth. Jealousy, 
mad jealousy; anger, that I should have usurped his 
province, outshining him on his own ground, overcame 
this selfish bigoted man, who, with a torrent of foul abuse, 
in his night shirt, thrust me with rude hands into the street. 
Not content with that, he has so worked on the minds of my 
fellow-councillors and townsmen, that if I do but mention 
the matter I am laughed down as if I were a lunatic. 

In the hope and belief that I shall be appreciated at my 
true value by you and your readers, I have written this, and 
Т shall be pleased to allow you to place me on your list of 
occasional contributors, 

U. D. C. 


The Institution and Electrical Legislation. 


Mr. Byng's inability to recognise the identity of interest 
between the electrical manufacturing industry and the 
electrical supply and traction industries, is quite incom- 
prehensible. The manufacturer of engines, dynamos, 
motors, tramcars, cables, lamps, &c., is obviously affected by 
political obstruction to schemes which in their execution 
would create a demand for these commodities. Surely the 
first thing the manufacturer wants is business, and if it can 
be shown that municipal interference and restrictive legisla- 
tion are preventing the full exercise of electrical engineering 
skill in this country, the manufacturer must make common 
cause with those who are only too anxions to give him orders 
as soon аг Parliament allows them to get to work. 

Only a few years ago the motor car was practically pro- 
hibited in this country by the regulations as to speed and 
precautions against manslaughter. Would Mr. Byng contend 
that Dritish manufacturers who could otherwise have done 
a profitable business in motor cars were not interested in the 
removal of those official restrictions? Substituting tramway 
equipment for motor car manufacture, the other conditions 
remain very similar. When a local authority withholds its 
consent to an electric traction or supply scheme, it is at the 
кате time withholding its consent to the increase of business 
among the manufacturers who would supply the machinery 
and plant for that scheme. | 
T. C, Elder. 


Grocer and Electrical Engineer. 


Little in the shape of a combination of trades is sur- 
prising in these days when desperate travellers induce French 
polishers, paper-hangers, furniture removers and the like to 
describe themselves as **electrical engineers,” on the strength 
of the successful installation of a front door bell. 

The mixture of groceries with electric lighting accessories, 
which may be scen in a first-class street within a mile of 
Charing Cross, is, however, sufficiently novel to bring to 
your notice, with a suggestion that even manufacturers of 
accessories might see fit to draw a line somewhere. 

It rather looks as if in a year or two we should see such 
signs as ** Manglin' done here, also electricle engineerin’,” or 
* No-and-so, chimney sweep. Lightning conductors fixed. 
Wireless telegraphy a speciality. Premium pupils taken.” 


T. 


Light Railways and Land Values. 


In recent papers the authors seem to consider the rise in 
the rental of land which follows the establishment of light 
railways as some sort of benefit, in fact, an argument for the 
promotion of light railways. And no doubt from the land- 
owners’ point of view it is a very desirable result, but from 
every other point of view, it is an argument against the 
promotion of light railways, and the less said about the 
raising of land values the better. The landowners are quite 
capable of raising the value to such a height that the railway 
would have nothing to carry to or from the land. These 
political economy questions cannot be treated in this offhand 
dogmatic style in engineering papers, and should be 
eschewed. 

Many places can, and shall, be connected by light railwavs 
with advantage, but, before these railways are undertaken, 
the investors therein must take into account the fact that the 
landowners will partake to as great an extent as possible of 
the benefits, and thus to some extent act adversely to the 
growth of industry without which the railway cannot 
prosper. The fact that a railway shall increase the rental of 
land does not increase its real value, for it can produce no 
more with the aid of a railway than it does without it, And 
if the farmer is led to understand that his rent is to be 
increased by the introduction of light railways, he certainly 
will not look upon them in a friendly way. Similarly, the 
house builder is checked in time by the increased price of 
land, put up by the demand brought about by the railway. 

Increased value of land is a check to suburban expansion 
and to agricultural industry, hence cannot be an advantage 
to light railway enterprise. 

| R. Kennedy. 


Sparking Troubles. 


No one having answered“ Student's inquiry in the 
Review of May 18th, I may help him by the following :— 
To prevent sparking in breaking magnet circuits working 
on 100 volts or more, the magnet should be wound 
differentially, thus giving a non-inductive magnet. One coil 
carries a constant current, while the other wound the reverse 
way carries the make-and-break. When the two currents 
are *on " there is no magnetism ; when one is broken the 
magnet is excited. There being no induction at break there 
is no sparking, 

The best book on magnetism for these and kindred 
problems is Prof. S. P. Thompson's “ The Electro-magnet.” 


Rankin Kennedy. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AT ST. PAUL'S 
CATHEDRAL. 


Rx electric lighting of St. Paul's, which has been in progress for 
upwards of three years, has now reached a stage of partial com- 
pletion, and was used for the first time generally throughout the 
chancel, dome, nave, and crypts at Whitsuntide. The installation, 
which has cost nearly £10,000 so far, is a gift to the Dean and 
Chapter from Mr. Pierpont Morgan, who, we learn, has promised to 
increase his donation to cover the whole outlay. The difficulties of 
wiring and lighting so immense a building are considerable, as, apart 
from the care necessary in piercing thick stone wallsand floors, now 200 
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years old, the distances to be traversed are very great, and the 
basement is a network of tombs and vaults, which have to be 
avoided. 

The work has been carried out in an admirable manner by Messrs. 
W. A. S. Benson & Co., of New Bond Street, the well-known elec- 
triciaus and art metal workers, under the superintendence of Mr. 
Somers Clarke, F.S.A., the consulting architect to the Cathedral, 
and Prof. Kennedy, the consulting electrical engineer. 


CHOIR PENDANT. 


The fittings, which were designed by Mr. Clarke and cast by 
Messrs. Benson, consist of six large pendants of cast and gilded 
brass in the choir, hanging from the vault, which, in addition to 
lighting the floor, throw a glow on the mosaics of the vault by 
means of upturned lights concealed in cups. There are also eight 


PENDANT UNDER DoMr. 


heavy bronze pendants under the dome, and two others in the 


trausepts; four gilt bracket lights upon the chancel screens; and a 


10-light fitting in the apse, which also lights the Jesus Chapel. The 
five tall standards in the nave and two at the west entrance were 
designed by Mr. Penrose and Mr. Pegram respectively. 

In addition to these, the choir desks have been fitted with stand- 
ards holding concealed lights, and the crypt has been lighted 


throughout with the handsome old gas fittings in the shape of 
hanging Roman lamps, which have been adapted to electric light. 

The same adaptation has been made in the case of the Pegram 
and nave standards, the bases and pillars of which remain as before, 
the heads, carrying electric lights in basin-shaped glasses, alone 
being designed afresh. These glass bowls transmit & beautiful 
quality of light, and were the result of many experiments on the 
part of Mr. Benson. 

The choir aisles, the entrances, the consistory court, the whisper- 
ing gallery, and several other points in the church have yet to be 
lighted, or provided with their permanent fittings. A few of the 
large pendants in the dome and transepts have their places at 
present filled by temporary but solid-looking structures of wood 
and iron. These, together with the arduous work of channelling 
and piercing the stone walls to receive the steel tubing in which 
the wires are carried, must be credited to the Cathedral's own staff 
of workmen, under the clerk of the works, Mr. Harding. 

The supply is at 200 volts, half the load being taken from the 
City of London Electric Lighting Company and half from the 
Charing Cross and City Electricity Supply Company, both com- 
panies bringing in mains from different sub-stations. The circuits 
are laid in duplicate throughout the, whole building, so that the 
lights are supplied alternately from the mains of the two companies. 


Nave STANDARD. 


The switchboards are of the central station type, on heavy slate 
bases, the whole of the connections and metal work being specially 
designed by Mesars. W. А. 8. Benson & Co., Limited. The cost of 
the switchboards was nearly £500. The two main distributing 
boards, with meters and switches for the nave standards and dome, 
are placed in a fireproof recess off the staircase in one of the main 
piers leading to the Whispering Gallery. From these, sub-mains 
are run to various pointe, notably to the large distributing board 
in the crypt, where the switching arrangements for the chancel 
are situated. Smaller distributing boards are placed at various 
points in tlie crypt and at the head of the Whispering Gallery 
staircase. 

The wiring is laid in iron barrcl, the lateral distribution being 
mostly hidden under the crypt floor, and made accessible by means 
of inspection boxes, placed at frequent angles and intervals, on 
account of the complication arising from the tombe and vaults. 
The vertical cables, where possible, are carried in the hollow centres 
of the main piers, which might almost have been deaigned for the 

urpose. 
E Owing to the length of the runs, the cables are unusually large, 
the current density allowed for being about 250 amperes per square 
inch, with the result that there is scarcely any appreciable drop. 
The large pendants in the chancel and dome (the latter weighing 
over } ton) are suspended by means of the cables which supply the 
current, the weight being taken by the outside covering, which 
consists of an armouring ofsteel wires. It is calculated that about 
16 milesof cablehgve been usedinthe installation. The electrical work 
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has been designed and carried out under the personal supervision 
of Mr. C. J. Scott, chief electrician to Messrs. W. A. S. Benson & Co., 
Limited, of 82—3, New Bond Street. 


ELECTRICAL DEVELOPMENTS AT 
MANCHESTER. 


On Tuesday last the new electrical generating station of the Man- 
chester Corporation, which is situated on land in Stuart Street, 
Bradford, Manchester, was formally inaugurated. The event was 
made one of civic importance, and was participated in by members 
of the City Council and a large number of invited guests. The 
scheme is one of great interest and importance, from its extent, 
from the character of the principal items of machinery which it 
will comprise, and from the rapidity with which progress has 
been made since the work of erection began. As Dr. A. B. W. 
Kennedy remarked when speaking at the luncheon which followed 
the opening of the station, everything had been hurried, but nothing 
had been scamped. 

The Stuart Street installation comprises two distinct schemes—the 
Kennedy scheme, the first part of the power plant of which was 
started on Tuesday, and what is known as the Metzger scheme. 
The last has practically yet to be carried out in its entirety, on 
land adjoining that on which the buildings and plant of the 
Kennedy scheme will stand. The Kennedy scheme provides for 
the erection of steam machinery of 15,000 нр. in the aggregate, 
апа of electrical generating machines of 9,000 Kw. in the aggregate 
with additional subsidiary generating plant for exciting and 
balancing. In connection with this scheme there will also be 10 
sub-stations, and a cable subway 940 yards long, 10 ft. high, and 
5 ft. wide. The cost of carrying out the Kennedy scheme, exclusive 
of the cost of the land, but inclusive of mains, will be about 
£492,000. The Metzger scheme, which is that of Mr. G. F. Metzger, 
electrical engineer tothe Manchester City Council, provides for the 
addition of two larger sets of engines and generators. The engines 
are to be constructed by the Wallsend Slipway and Engincering 
Company, and will be of 6,000 н.р. each, giving a total additional 
horse-power of 12,000. The generators for all the sets, will be 
supplied by the Electrical Company. The cost of the Metzger 
scheme will be about £450,000, including the mains. The cost of 
the land for the two schemes has been, in round figures, £25,000. 
The total cost of the two schemes and the land will therefore be 
about £967,000. 

The main generating plant of the Kennedy scheme will comprise 
six sets of vertical cross-compound condensing steam engines, 
by Messrs. Yates & Thom, each set of 2,500 HP., with 
a 1,500 xw. three-phase alternator fixed between the 
high pressure and the low pressure engines. This will 
represent the total of 9,000 xw. above referred to. Of these six 
sets, one was complete on Tuesday last. A second was nearly 
complete, and will be got to work with all expedition. 

The demand for electrical energy in Manchester has increased 
so rapidly during the last two years, that in the early part of 
last year the Electrical Committee were almost at their wit’s end to 
know what to do to meet the demand. The consumption of electricity 
last year was 10,502,299 units, and the Committeee anticipated that 
this quantity would be nearly doubled during the ensuing 12 months. 
The committee therefore appointed a deputation early last year to 
confer with Dr. Kennedy, with a view to finding a way out of what 
was felt to be a serious difficulty. Subsequently, under Dr. 
Keunedy's advice, the erection of the Stuart Street depot was com- 
menced in July, 1901. So far as was practicable, the work of the 
different contractors was pushed on concurrently and proceeded 
night and day. One of the first considerations being to secure an 
available supply of electricity, the construction of two of the 
steam and generating units was hastened as much as possible. 

Apart from the two units which have been erected in one of two 
bays which will form the principal part of the generating house, 
and the auxiliary machinery connected with these units, the station 
is as yet in an unfinished condition, the work of excavating the 
foundations still proceeding in places, and the steel framework 
which is being used for the buildings being in course of erection in 
others. Of a range of 24 double-drum  water-tube boilera of 
Babcock & Wilcox pattern, which will form the steam generating 
plaut, some are in course of construction; six were under steam 
on Tuesday. 

The system of electrical supply adopted, and now being worked 
from the Stuart Street station, is as follows:—Three-phase currents 
generated at 0,500 volts, at a frequency of 50 cycles per second, are 
transmitted to 10 sub-stations, where they are converted by syn- 
chronous motor. generators to direct current, at 500—520 volts 
pressure for traction, and at 410 (2 x 205) volts for lighting aud 
power purposes. 

On the arrival of the party at the main entrance to the station on 
Tuesday, the Right Hon. James Hoy, L.L.D. Lord Mayor of 
Manchester, addressed the assemblage. It was interesting, he said, 
tothe inhabitants of Manchester that there should be such an elec- 
trical station erected iu their midst, because it was signiticant of the 
growth of the town, and of the demand for electric light and 
energy. The greatest care and attention had been given to the 
erection of that building. The best skill attainable should be 
applied to the uses of a public authority, and he was sure it had 
been done in that case. They would be one with him in con- 
gratulating the committee on the rapidity with which the work had 
been done, and they would see that it was a right-down good job. 


Dr. Robert Bishop, chairman of the Electricity Committee, 
addressing the Lord Mayor, said he had much pleasure in asking 
his Lordship to accept a gold key for opening the doors of the 
building. He was quite sure that as regarded all that was to be 
seen in that station, anyone having an intimate acquaintance with 
electrical machinery would say that the Committee had provided 
the very best. 

The Lord Mayor proceeded to open the door of the building; 
the civic party entered, and viewed the machinery with great 
interest. 'The colossal size of the main engines and of the gene- 
rators astonished those who beheld them for the first time. 

The ladies of the party, with the Lord Mayor and a few 
Councillors, ascended to a gallery, where & miniature switch had 
been arranged on a temporary stand, above which rose an arch of 
flowers. Photographs of the group having been taken, Mrs. Bishop 
depressed the small switch. This caused a number of incandescent 
lamps which were suspended from the floral arch to glow; an elec- 
tric Lell rang loudly ; the steam valve was opened by an attendant, 
and in a few seconds the engines and generator began to move. 
After running for a short time at full speed the engines were 
stopped, and Councillor Charles Jennison proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Lord Mayor and to Mrs. Bishop for attending to perform the 
opening and starting ceremonies. 

The Lord Mayor having brietly acknowledged the vote, the party 
shortly afterwards were driven back to the Town Hall, where 
luncheon was served. After the meal had been partaken of, Coun- 
cillor Bishop, who presided, submitted the loyal toasts, 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester then proposed the .toast of 
“ Success to the Electricity Undertaking,” coupling with the toast 
the name of Dr. Bishop. Speaking of the new generating station, the 
Lord Mayor said he believed the Committee had had the advan- 
tage of the best theoretical knowledge on the subject, and the 
best practical advice within their reach. "They had undertaken the 
work in a large spirit and with a due conception of its importance. 
He congratulated the Electrical Committee that they had been 
able to offer the tramways their assistance. That was a matter for 
their very sincerest congratulation as a city council. He thought it 
was perfectly plain that their tramways would be not only a suc- 
cessful experiment but & payiug work, and the sooner they got 
Started on a job which would give them something towards the 
relief of the rates the better for them. Some people were trying to 
frighten them in relation to that, saying that Manchester 
Corporation were borrowing very large sums of money; 
that Manchester had a debt which was five times its 
rateable value. That was true enough. The fact of one 
having a large capital might or might not be a good thing, but 
when they turned to thcir assets to see how the money had been 
expended, and what return had been got from it, he thought they 
would say that it was a good thing to have alarge expenditure of a 
municipal character. It was only fair to say that there were more 
risks, but they were bound to go on, and they had just as fair a 
chance of finding a profitable investment in that as any companies 
which had been started up to that time in any other industry. There 
were undertakings in which the risks were not as great asin elec- 
trical undertakings, but still they had no greater risks to run than 
had the ordinary company promoter, and they had the great 
advantage of keeping what might be an outside monopoly, in the 
hands of the public. 

The toast having been drunk, Dr. Bishop responded, and said that 
what they had seen that morning at the Stuart Street station was 
only about one-eighth of what they would see 12 months hence. 
A very great deal of the success which they had had in connection 
with the work was due to the efforts put forward by the various 
contractors. He was not bragging when he said that the work 
which had been attempted in 12 months was a world’s record. It 
was only in July last that a spade was put in the ground in Stuart 
Street. It was astonishing that in the whole of the work, there 
had not been one serious accident. They had 20 sub-stations in 
course of construction at the present time, some of them as large as 
many generating stations in other parts of the country. 

The toast of Our Guests " was proposed by Councillor Hesketh, 
deputy-chairman of the Committee. Dr. Kennedy responded, and 
spoke briefly of the inception and hurried progressof the work. 
He could not say that anything had not been hurried, but 
nothing had been scamped. Dr. Kennedy spoke in high terms 
of the valuable aid he had received from Mr. Н. С. Gunton, his 
representative at Stuart Street, during the progress of the work. 

Mr. J. Stottner (Electrical Company, London), also briefly 
responded to the toast. 

Dr. Bishop proposed the toast. of “Тһе Lord Mayor,” who thanked 
the assemblage, and the proceedings closed. 


PHYSICAL SOCIETY. 


MEETING held Friday, May 23rd, 1902. 
President, in the chair. 

Mr. T. C. Porter showed “A lecture experiment on the 
Fibullition of Rotating Water.” 

A paper by Mr. J. A. IRSKINE on The Conservation of Entropy " 
was read by the Secretary. 

A paper by Sig. G. Giorar on “ Rational Units of Ilectro- 
Magnetiem " was read by Mr. Price. Mr. Price prefaced the reading 
of the paper by say ing tbat both Prof. Fleming and Prof. Fessenden 
had advocated a partial change of units, which would leave the 
most important ones unchanged, and the method employed by the 


Prof. S. P. Tuomrson, 
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author was similar to that adopted by Prof. Fessenden. The 
author starts with a set of three equations, which contain explicitly 
the four concrete units of E.M.F., M.M.F., electric current, and 
magnetic current, together with that of activity, and considers them 
as fundamental in electro-magnetism. Two fundamental units are 
required to express these quantities, and their product must repro- 
duce the mechanical unit of activity. If the watt is assumed as 
unit of activity, there are two units ready made, the volt and the 
ampere, which satisfy the condition, and may be considered funda- 
mental. All concrete units in electricity and magnetism can be 
expressed in terms of these, and the second as unit of time. In 
order to complete the system, a unit of length is required. The 
metre and kilogramme are consistent with the watt, and putting 
them together with the units enumerated in the paper, the author 
has built up an absolute metre-kilogramme-second system, which 
comprises electric, magnetic, and mechanical measures in a consistent 
frame. 

The SECRETARY read a letter from Mr. Swinburne, stating that 
most physicists who love sin plicitv would be glad to get rid of 
“47,” but schemes for suppressing it generally moved it some- 
where else. He asked if the author had really got rid of 4 т or 
merely chained it up in another place. Ifa change in units were 
to be made, it would be an advantage to get rid of the terms clectro- 
motive force and magnetomotive force. 

Prof. EVERETT said he had arrived at tbe following determina- 
tions of the author's meaning:— When и and к are taken into 
account, we have the two following identities:—(1) The dimensions 
of current are the same as thosc of maguetomotive force, or 
H X length, called / in the paper. (2) The dimensions of electro- 
motivo force are the same as those of quantity of magnetism divided 
by time—called by the author magnetic current, and denoted by g. 
In connection with (1) the line-integral of н for a path singly 
linked with a circuit carrying a current of c amperes is to be called 
C. This gives the unit for н in terms of the ampere and the unit 
of length (the metre). In connection with (2) we are to use the 
equation for magneto-electric induction in a circuit 
dN 
dt, 
together with the rule that a quantity of magnetism m gives the 
total flux N = m. The unit quantity of magnetism is thus defined 
in terms of the volt and the unit of time (the second). 

The CHairMAN said he had received a paper from Sig. Giorgi, 
giving a number of illustrations of the application of his theory 
to calculations, There were also some further explanations, and 
the dimensions of many physical quantities were tabulated in terms 
of the volt, ampere, and second. The author claimed to have bascd 
an absolute system on the metre, kilogramme, and second, while 
leaving the practical units unchanged. 

The Society then adjourned until June 13th. 


electromotive force — — 


ON THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
IRREGULARITY FACTOR OF ENGINES. 


By Dr. RUDOLF FRANKE. 


А laper read before the Verband Deutscher Elektrotechnicker 
at Dresden. 


Translated from the Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift, October 24th, 1901 


Ter modern electrical industry makes heavy demands on engines 
intended for alternator driving. These more particularly have 
reference to governing and a certain minimum of irregularity, 
without which, according to present ideas, a satisfactory supply 
cannot be maintained. Though usually these requirements are 
fulfilled, there are still cases in which one must conclude, from the 
behaviour of the alternators, that the irregulaity of the engine intro- 
duces a highly disturbing element into the plant. The electrician 
is then inclined to suggest that the engine irregularity is not within 
the specification, whilst the engine builder endeavours to prove by 
calculation that the machine entirely complies with the require- 
ments. Intbis way two opposite opinions are developed, which 
may form the starting point of a highly unedifyiug discussion. The 
need of some simple experimental method of determining the 
amount of the irregularity has therefore been long fclt by both 
parties. Insetting myself the task of speaking about the deter- 
mination of the degree of irregularity of engines, I wish to consider 
the production of the irregularity, the ways and means of deter- 
mining it, and the difficulties it leads to, and for this reason will 
treat my subject under the tliree following heads:— 

1. The irregularity, and the auxiliary disturbances to which it 
gives rise, in the engine. 

2. The different possibilities and methods for the determination 
of the degree of irregularity critically set forth. 

3. Considerations as to the meaning of the degree of irregularity 
to the electrical engineer. 

Every engine in which a reciprocating motion is converted into a 
rotary one slows, as is well known, on account of the differences 
of tangential pressure, an irregular rotary motion, and, in conse- 
quence of this, even when the engine is running at a perfectly 
constant number of revolutions, shows varyiug angular velocities 
within a single revolution. These usually repeat t^emselves in the 
same way periodically every revolution. 


Now, one can consider every irregular rotary motion as made 
up of a perfectly uniform rotary and a superposed swinging one 
whose period corresponds to the time of cither a single revolution 
or a number of revolutions. In order to obtain a measure of the 
amount of irregularity, the conception of the irregularity factor has 
been introduced, which is defined by the relation of the difference 
between the maximum and minumum speeds to the average speed. 

This definition, taken strictly, applies only to one revolution, for, 
with any alteration in the number of revolutions, the average specd, 
and therefore, also the value of the irregularity factor, will alter. 
Now, whoever has tried at any time to determine with fair accuracy 
the average speed of an engine, avoiding inaccurate tachometers 
and speed counters, will have found that every machine afflicted 
with any irregularity will show a continued variation in the number 
of revolutions, even on absolutely constant load. One can easily 
carry out this experiment by measuring the voltage of a separately 
excited continuous current dynamo direct coupled to the engine in 
question by the compensation method. One will then find that the 
voltage, which is proportional to the number of revolutions, does 
not keep constant for an instant, but constantly rises and falls. 

These speed variations, which exist because the time taken to 
make a revolution is variable, occupy a much longer time than the 
variations during a single revolution; they occur sometimes 
periodically but at other times quite at random, and are usually of 
less importance in steam engines than in gas engines. Their 
amount varies from one or two thousandths up to several per 
cent. 

These variations usually arise without anything having altered 
in the governor or fittings of the machine. The cause of these 
effects is, in my opinion, partly to be looked for in the irregularity 
of the engine itself, through which parts capable of getting up a 
swing, like tly-wheels with flexible shafts and spiders, in combina- 
tion with the elastic volume of steam in the :ylinders, are set into 
resonant vibrations, and as these will usually coincide with other 
periodic times, a combined motion is produced. One must, how- 
ever, put the effect down partly to shocks in the engine as well as 
to unequal energy supplies during the different revolutions. Even 
though the variations in time of revolution are usually so small as 
to be harmless for many purposes, they are still of importance to 
the user of alternate currents, as I shall show later on. They form 
a highly disturbing element in the determination of the irregularity 
factor. We have therefore to deal with a combined velocity which 


Fig. 1. 


may be represented approximately as in fig. 1, in which the small 
waves indicate the cbanging angular velocities during a revolu- 
tion and the larger fluctuations the variations in the time of 
revolution. 

Only a few years ago an irregularity factor of ;1; was considered 
a very small one; to-day one goes up to x, or even у. I shall, 
towards the end of my paper, touch on the question as to whether 
there is any object in keeping to such small values, especially con- 
sidering that the changes in time of revolution are greater Шап the 
irregularity factor itself. The determination of the degree of 
irregularity becomes more difficult the smaller it is, as the following 
example will show. Suppose it is required to determine an irregu- 
larity factor of % with a degree of accuracy of at least 10 per 
cent., that would mean that the ,,5,; part of the average velocity 
must be measurable with an accuracy of 10 per cent—that is to say, 
the rb part of the average velocity must be measurable. This, 
however, is an exactitude of measurement which is impossible with 
ordinary means. The irregularity factor has different values, due 
to intermediate twisting, according to the point at which it is deter- 
mined, whether on the spindle, the outer diameter of the fiy- 
wheel, or on the dynamo. We are naturally interested in thc 
degrce of irregularity at the dynamo, but as we cannot measure it 
at the outer periphery of the armature—i.ec., at the point where the 
electromotive force is induced—the apparatus must be connected 
to the spindle. The above fact also prevents the use of all elastic 
or rubbing connections. An apparatus for measuring the irregularity 
factor must therefore comply with the following conditions:—The 
apparatus must be very exact and delicate in operation, it must 
have no elastic or rubbing parts and connections, it must permit the 
elimination of the change in time of revolution. We will now con- 
sider the different methods and arrangements from these points of 
view, and, to facilitate reference, I have divided them into the 
following classes :— 

1. Determination of the irregularity factor from the distances 
passed through in equal times or from the unequal times taken to 
pass over a given distance. 

2. Determination of the irregularity factor from the curve of 
motion which shows the deviation of the irregular motion from a 
uniform motion occurring at the same time. 

3. Determination of the irregularity factor by direct measurement 
of the velocities. 
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It is, naturally, not possible for me to give even an approximate 
description of the experiments carried out in this direction, and it 
is much more to my purpose to give only a few typical methods 
which, with slight variations, are constantly recurring. 

The oldest methods, aud at the same time those which have been 
most commonly attempted up to the present, belong to the first 
class. They are based on the arrangement probably first suggested 
by Radinger, in which a regularly vibrating tuning fork is made to 
draw & wavy line onthe surface of an irregularly rotating cylinder. 
This method was sometimes arranged so that the engine fly-wheel 
itself was provided with a prepared surface on its outer periphery, 
on which the wavy line was drawn, or* a separate recording cylinder 
4 was connected with the machine under test, by which the vibrating 


Fig. 2. 


body B was also moved along parallel to the axis by means of a 
screwed rod s (fig. 2). The degree of irregularity eould then be 
obtained from the different distances apart of the separate waves. 
When one remembers that before a new diagram could be taken, 
the machine had to be brought to rest each time in order to renew 
the prepared surface, when one further considers that the measure- 
ments of the separate waves, as drawn, can obviously not be carried out 
with any great degree of accuracy, and that the elimination of the vari- 
able time of revolution is difficult, one can readily understand that the 
method has not been applied much in practice. On this account 
Dr. Gipelf modified the original Radinger method so as to 
avoid the inconveniences as far as possible, and, by means of an 
ingenious mathematical treatment, to make it possible to partly 
eliminate the inaccuracies introduced by unequal times of revolu- 
tion. This alteration consisted in replacing the cylinder by a disc 
connected directly to the shaft of the engine under test by means 
of a wooden frame. The record was produced by a tuning fork 
moved by hand from the centre of the disc radially outwards. 
Though relatively good results were obtained by this method, it 
must be remembered that the machines tested had comparatively 

i ity factors, viz, b. If the irregularity factor 
exceed +, the method becomes unworkable, because the measure- 
ments of the wave lengths of the diagram become so smal! that their 
accuracy cannot be depended upon, especially considering the other 
disturbing cause (changeable time of revolution). To this class of 
methods also belongs one in which the variations in angular velocity 
are determined by the note given out by a vibrating body set in 
motion by a many-toothed wheel revolving with the irregular 
motion. The different notes of the tuning fork show that the same 


distance, namely, the distance between two teeth on the toothed 
wheel, is passed over in different times. Only very large irregu- 
larities are perceptible to a trained ear, so that tbe method must be 
entirely rejected. 

We come next to the class of methods which enable the irregu- 
larity to be determined by measurements of the difference in 
motion between a body rotating with irregular velocity and one 
rotating with a uniform average velocity. It is by no means 
sufficient to determine the greatest differences, or, in a certain 
sense, the amplitudes, of the fluctuating machine relatively to the 
uniformly rotating body. For just atthe moment when the greatest 
amplitude is reached the machine is standing still relatively to the 
uniformly rotating body, and is therefore rotating with the averave 
velocity. We wish, however, to determine the greatest and least 
velocity of this fluctuating motion, and can only attain to this by 
plotting the whole course of the irregular motion as a curve. So 
that apparatus intended for the determination of amplitude of 


See Grabon in Zeitschrift “ Stahl und Eisen," 1899. Е 
T Zeitschrift der Verband Deutscher Ing., 1900. 


motion, which is also liable to errors through variable time of 
rotation, can never serve for the determination of the irregularity 
factor and is only of indirect interest to the electrical engineer. 
Thus, for instance, the apparatus of Aichele*, in which a pencil 
marks the amplitudes of the irregular motion as the arc of a circle 
on & uniformly rotating mass, can in no way be used for accurate 
observations, because here variations in time of revolutíon introduce 
indeterminate variations in the amplitudes. It is different, how- 
ever, with the method of Gorges}, which may be described as a 
stroboscopic onet. In this the uniformly rotating mass is replaced 
by uniform light impulses which represent the average velocity of 
the machine under test. With this method a definite position of 
the machine is indicated by each light impulse, so that one can 
readily observe the to and fro motions. It is, therefore, possible 
to observe the effects of irregularity and of variable time of revolu- 
tion through the different types of amplitude, but it is not possible 
to determine the irregularity factor itself. 

For the purpose of obtaining the curves of combined motions, 
somewhat complicated apparatus is necessary. Practically, nothing 
is to be found on this subject in technical literature, probably 
because most of these attempts failed. Only the German patents, 
Nos. 50,569, 81,572 and 84,817 deal, and all in a somewhat similar 
manner, with such methods. I will, therefore, describe patent No. 
81,572 of the firm of Messrs. Schifer & Badenberg in detail below. 
A spindle, a (fig. 3), on which a disc, B, is fixed, is rigidly con- 
nected with the engine. A mass, c, also rests on the spindle, a, 
about which it is free to turn. Between the disc, B, and the mass, c, 
an auxiliary drive, p, is arranged, whose wheels turn on a vertical 
spindle, E. A pencil, F, for the purpose of drawing the required 
curve on a drum, a, rotating with uniform velocity, is fixed to the 
end of this spindle. Consider the spindle, E, as held in a certain 
position of rest by springs, then the motion of disc, 5, will be trans- 
mitted by the auxiliary wheels, р, to the suspended mass, c, and the 
latter will, after a time, take up an average velocity. Every differ- 
ence between the velocities of B and c will, in consequence, carry 
the auxiliary wheels, р, and their spindle, E, over towards one side 
or the other, by which means a deflection of the pencil occura, and 
a curve will be traced on the drum, у. А curve is thus obtained 
approximately, as shown in fig. 4, which actually records nothing 


‘ FIG. 4. 


further than the difference between the two motions. It is, how- 
ever, a curve of motion as well, whose slope gives the instantaneous 
velocities. In order to determine the velocity at each instant, one 
would, therefore, have to deduce a velocity curve by differentiation 
of the curve of motion—a very irvolved process. 

For our purpose it is, however, sufficient to determine the maxi- 
mum and minimum velocitics, and for this it is only necessary to 
draw tangents to the curve at those points where it rises and falls 
most steeply. The irregularity factor is then 
(tan a, — tan а.) 

2 1 1 1 
where л represents the number of revolutions per second of the 
drum. The mode of action of this apparatus is by no means free 
from objection, since the auxiliary whecls do not exclude the pos- 
sibility of slipping, and consequently introduce errors, whose 
amount cannot be discovered, into the result. As the apparatus 
was not sensitive enough to determine the irregularity factor, it 


soon fell out of use. 
(То be continued.) 


oes А 


WATER SOFTENING. 


Ir is quite common to suppose that where surface- condensing 
is carried out and satisfactory elimination of oil has been 
effected, there is no need for water treatment. This is on 
the whole true when the circulating water comes from a 
river or а canal or other copious source, but it is by no 
means true where the water is small in quantity and is 
cooled by evaporative means, as in a cooling tower. All 
these evaporative coolers act by the absorption of beat by 
that portion of the water that disappears. Fresh water is 
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added to make up the loss, and it follows that in time the 
whole of the water that remains must be in a fully saturated 
condition in respect of all its soluble impurities. 

Thus we find that incrustation takes place on the con- 
denser tubes, which are thereby seriously reduced in 
efficiency. When water is at the saturation point with 
any salt, such salt will deposit on very slight, provocation. 
Thus a water saturated with carbonate of lime will deposit 
some of this, even with the moderate heating given to it in a 
surface condenser. 

There are three remedies that at once suggest themselves. 
The first of these is the treatment of the make-up water 
before it enters the cooling tank. The ordinary caustic lime 
and carbonate of soda process will deal with the lime 
carbonate and sulphate, and so remove these before the water 


mixes with the general body. But the process does not - 


wholly remove the scale-forming salts. А fraction remains, 
and this fraction is continually being added to, and complete 
saturation is after all only delayed. To delay this time as 
much as possible, it ought to be the practice to save every 
drop of rain which falls on the area of a power station, and 
conduct it to the water store. 

A second method is so to construct surface condensers 
that the pipes may be fitted with continuously moving 
scrapers, similar to a fuel economiser, to remove the deposit 
as quickly as it is formed. "There are some doubts as to 
whether this would be fully effective. We do not know that 
it has ever keen tried, but we incline to think it would act. 
The primary objection to it is that the bulk of the surface 
condenser would be increased considerably. A third method, 
applicable to carbonate scales, is to destroy the deposit by 
means of acid. Sulphuric acid or hydrochloric acid both 
set free carbonic acid gas from lime carbonate, and thus 
destroy the deposit by solution; while care is necessary 


not to destroy the tubes, we should consider it probable : 


that, so long as any scale remained to be attacked, the 
acid would not attack the metals, and we have seen 
condenser tubes thus treated without themselves being 
damaged. It may be worth while for station engineers, 
who have detartarisers in use, to consider the passage 
of al make-up water by way of this apparatus, 
discharging the water condensed in the surface condenser 
into the general store. In this way only soft water would 
enter the store, and all make-up would pass through the 
boilers by way of the detartariser. Unless the water first 
passed through the economiser, the benefit of this would be 
lost, and this is the principal objection to the method, 
because it involves deposit in the economiser. In all cases 
the cooling tanks should, if possible, have a hopper bottom 
to serve as a sludge collector, and admit of blow-out without 
Loo serious a loss of water. 

Even when the make-up water is softened, the general 
store will, as above stated, become fully charged in time by 
the accumulated fraction of salts which remains. The whole 
tank of water may then, of course, be treated and made to 
deposit most of its load of scale-forming matter. In spite 
of every care, there will be in time accumulation on con- 
denser tubes. | 

Ав regards the system of allowing the condeuser discharge 
to pass to the general store instead of to the boilers, there 
would accrue the advantage of avoiding grease in the boilers. 
The grease would accumulate in the tanks, and could be 
removed from the surface as it separated out from the 
water. 

In treating lime carbonate with dilute sulphuric acid, the 
products formed are lime sulphate, water and carbonic acid 
gas, and when a condenser is thus cleaned, the wash-out 
should be run to waste, not allowed to enter the tanks, 

There is a further method of purifying water that has 
been overlooked. Where detartarisers are worked by exhaust 
steam it is not possible to condense, and the benefit of the 
economiser is lost where detartarisers work on the continuous 
system. For every pound of steam used by the engines, only 
about three-quarters of a pound are needed as make-up of 
the cooling water. With the make-up supplied at nearly 
50°, as can easily be arranged, there will have to be added to 
it 132? of temperature in order to boil it. Each pound of 
exhaust steam at 212? can part with 966 units of heat in 
order to boil the make-up water, or it will boil over seven 
times its weight of water. As the weight of make-up is but 


three-fourths the weight of feed, it may be stated that by 
running non-condensing for one hour in ten, all the make- 
up water may be heated to 212°, so as to deposit its load of 
scale-forming matter. А similar and continuous effect may 
be secured by taking one-tenth the total steam from the inter- 
mediate receiver of a compound engine. 

The foregoing may serve to point out certain unsuspected 
difficulties of surface condensing where there is only a limited 
supply of circulating water, and to emphasise the real value of 
economising all rainfall. Where circulating water is free and 
abundant, there is always a demand for some 5 per cent. or 
so of make-up water for the boiler feed. This may with 
advantage be purified by some of the usual methods, espe- 
cially by the detartariser. Where the draught and other 
conditions will admit of it, the make-up may be obtained 
by evaporation under low pressure from a flue-heated vessel 
placed in the flue between chimney and economiser, and 
connected to the condenser. The steam thus drawn off at 
low pressure would be dealt with continuously by the con- 
denser, and deposit would occur in the evaporator, a vessel 
whose position would prevent any severe heating, so that 
probably the deposit formed at a low temperature would 
easily be removed, for it would be very easy to arrange such 
un apparatus with a mud box outside all heat influence, and 
there would also be no danger in using certain of the boiler 


compounds which tend to preserve the scale as slush, but are 


very dangerous inside boilers. 

The temperature of the water inside such a heater would 
be about 126° F., which corresponds with a condenser 
„vacuum“ of 12:7 lbs In marine practice make-up 
water is evaporated by live steam passed through coils 
immersed in salt water in a vessel connected, as above 
described, to the condenser. Though evaporated at low 
temperature, make-up water necessarily carries off the latent 
heat of evaporation, which is lost in the condenser, no 
matter on what system the evaporation is carried out. 

The object to be kept in view in all systems of scale 
prevention and other water treatment is to secure the 


` advantage of condensing and flue feed heating, which are 


apt to be lost where the treatment of water by the appa- 
ratus known as detartarisers is practised. Each case requires 
to be considered by itself, with the various points enumerated 
in the foregoing kept in view. | 


THE DESIGN OF CONTINUOUS CURRENT 
DYNAMOS. 


By RANKIN KENNEDY. 


THE designing of any machine whatever is a somewhat 
empirical affair, but with dynamos, the most important 
factors in the design need not at this date be left entirely to 
chance, and an approximate formula may be considered 
worth discussion. | 
The first thing a designer is given is the output in kilo- 
watts required of the machine to be designed ; no formula 
which is not based on this fundamental requirement is of 
any use, The next given factor is the speed in revolutions 


per minute. The designer is not concerned about the value 


of this factor ; any given dynamo can be run at very widely 
different speeds with equally good results. ‘The third given 
factor in any design is the terminal voltage, these three 
factors being always given, and the formula, E = Z XX / 
х n x 107% хапа N/ remain to be determined by the de- 
eigner, and his chief aim is to find the lowest value for 
z and Né, which will give him a machine to run efficiently 
and spurkless. 

The designer has also given him accurate tables of copper 
wires, their dimensions, resistances, and also their current 
capacity for a given temperature rise, and so on. He has 
also at this date accurate tables of magnetic permeability of 
iron, its hysteresis and ampere-turns per inch length required 
to magnetise it to any practical degree. He has also the 
experience as to laminations, pole clearance, sub-division of 
armature coils into many sections, slit pole-faces, carbon 
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brushes, and all the other little fakes used to improve a 
design. I have no intention of going into any of these 
questions, but merely to put forward a method for arriving 
at a value for z in the formula, so that only one unknown 
quantity remains, N/, and that follows naturally, an easy 
quantity to determine. 

The formula is z = YK w x 200, where z is the total 
magnetic flux through the armature in Kapp lines, K w the 
kilowatts output, and 200 a constant which different 
designers may alter in value according to their skill. 'The 
lower it is the cheaper the machine; the higher it is the 
better the machine. 

This formula assumes one speed of 1,000 per minute for 
all machines; to apply to other speeds we use another 
factor. For reduced speeds we divide the standard speed of 
1,000 by any number required to bring the speed down to 
the given speed, and then multiply the constant 200 by the 
square root of this number. Thus if the speed were to be 


250, that is, D м then the constant instead of 200 would 


be 200 x V 4 = 400. 

Then for higher speeds we multiply the standard speed of 
1,000 by any number required to bring the speed up to the 
given speed, and then divide that constant 200 by the square 
root of this number. Thus for a speed of 4,000, instead of 
200 the constant would be 


7, then, is found by 
VKwW x 200 x A000. 
when speed is under 1,000, and by 
ite aes 1 
V xw x 200 x ИС , 
| 1,000 
when speed is over 1,000, л being the speed given. Having 
thus found z, all the rest follows with ease. Of course, this 
formula can be written somewhat differently, but it would 
not be so clear in any other form for my present purpose. 
With this formula we have now all the following data 
for designing any machine :— 
K W = the output. 
љ = the speed. 
E = the terminal voltage. 


né = turns of wire or bars on the armature. 
2 = total magnetic armature flux. 
E x 10° 

z * n 

All the rest of the design can now be left to апу designer 
with some experience and a book of reference tables of iron 
апа copper materials, | 

lt is remarkable how few sparkless machines are to he 
seen after all the elaborate treatmeut their design has 
received by scientific electricians, for while their mechanical 
construction and artistic form have vastly improved in ten 
vears, it cannot be said their electrical design is much 
improved over older machines; very few designs display 
any originality electrically, 


Ni = 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Arc Lamp Exports, —We understand that Messrs. Drake 
and Gorham have recently received two interesting orders for 
Jandus arc lamps. The first is for 100 of their power circuit lamps, 
five in series on 440 volts, to be used for illuminating the forthcoming 
Durbar at Delhi. In these lamps the automatic cut-out is a com- 
plete mechanism in itself, and is, therefore, better able to protect 
the main coils, and to maintain continuity of circuit in the event 
of the main mechanism failing, than if it were actuated by the main 
mechanism itself. Both the line and substitutional resistances are 
inside the lamp case. A further advantage is that any five out of the 
100 burn well in series. The other order is for their well-known 
standard lamp, fitted with a special air-tight case to meet the 
difhcultios of the South African climate. These lamps are to be 
used for Coronation illuminations. 


' Electrical Wares Exported. . 


Wax ENDING May 28TH, 1801. ' Waar ширма May 27TH, 1902. 


Adelaide . Value £46 Adelaide. Teleg.cable Value £21? 
Amsterdam.. « 90 Alexandria .. ..  .. .. 370 
Bangkok ee ee ee ee 851 Amsterdam oe ee ee ee 58 
Buenos Ayres .. 8 . . 499 Bangkok .. «2 «- .. 140 
Teleg. mat. 497 Bombay oe és „ 1 
Calcutta ee oe ee 1,775 : n Teleg. mat. oe oe и 
" Teleg wire .. 161 Brisbane в - - oe * 
Cape Town.. b ier Ta 300 | 8 КЎ a us s e 
,9 eieg. cà e ee ? Cape wn.. ee ee ee Te 
Colombo F AN x s 58 | 7 Teleg. mat. . 70 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 92 , Christchurch 4 А vs 10 
ur РА oe oe eo 536 open en vá аж ee 25 
East London oe oe ee 228 1 De agoa By ee ee oe i 
is Teleg. mat. 28 Demerara .. .. ale - 8 
Gibraltar ee, ее ee ee 13 Durban ee oe ee ee 1,51 
Gothenburg Ер x n» 8 East London js ka . 6: 
Halifax. Teleg. mat., 92 cwt. — ” Teleg. wire . 46 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat... . 800 Fouchou © ae е. 19 
Hong Kong.. sis i> sv N Fremantle. i^ “© 45 
Kobe. Teleg. mat. ae .. 6,534 Gibraltar € EM . . 12 
Launceston és m ec 50 Gothenburg. Teleph. cable .. 23 
Limon “es 17 Melbourne .. .. .. oe > 
Lisbon . , Monte Video oe >% eS. 89 
Madras „ W Ostend TEE е8 .. € 
Mauritius ..  ..  .. 18 Port Elizabeth ..  ..  .. 10» 
Melbourne . 179 Singapore “ee 5 
1 Teleg. cable .. 2,158 | Sydney a “> us . 6i 
Ostend e.. „ У еи .. 80 Wellington .. oe 22 -- 3 
Perth.. ee ee Фо ee 120 n Yokohama ee ee өө 650 
Port Elizabeth .. Se m 74 
Rotterdam. Telég. mat. .. 100 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat. 300 
Singapore .. T vs S 81 
Sydney T T - .. 1,141 
Wellington ee ee ee ee 112 
Yokohama .. T ss .. 1,928 
Total £26,960 Total oe 49,121 


[o | 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Buenos Ayres. Electric lighting 
apparatus Ex .. Value £180 | 
Hamburg. Elec. goods .. 100 
Madras. Elec. mat. 8 60 
New York. Elec. motors & parts 151 
Perth. Elec. goods ae .. 860 


. Total oe ee £851 


Books Received.—“ Coal Cutting by Machinery in the 
United Kingdom,” by S. F. Walker. London: The Colliery 
Guardian Company, Limited, 1902. 

“Science Abstracts,” No. 53, May 26th, 1902. London: The 
Feilden Publishing Co., Ltd. 2s. 

“One and All Gardening, 1902.” Edited by Ed. O. Greening. 
London: Agricultural and Horticultural Association, Ltd. 

"A Graduated Collection of Problems in Electricity," by К. 
Weber, translated by E. A. O'Keefe. London: E. & F. N. Spon, 
Ltd. 1902. 7s. 6d. net. 


Installations.—Messrs. Baughan & Co., of London 
Street, Reading, have recently secured the contract for the electric 
lighting of the large premises of Messrs. Mellroys, of Reading. 
The installation consists of 730 incandescent lamps, fitted in 
chandeliers, mostly for six lights, and 70 arc lamps of a special 
design of the Union Electric Company's, enabling these five-ampere 
lamps to be burnt five in series upon the 200-volt supply, without 
any resistance in circuit. These lamps are specially constructed 
with a gilded finish and corona, so that moet of them fit flush on to 
the ceiling. In addition to the above, there are also 24 of the 
Union Electrio Co.'s flame arc lamps, these being used for external 


and effect lighting. Messrs. Baughan & Co. are also carrying out 


other large arc lighting installations, with the same class of arc 
lamps, and installations of power in various other industries in this 
thriving city. . 

Among recent contracts carried out by the E. A.-G. vormals 


Lahmeyer Electrical Company, the following polyphase plants are 


of interest :— 

' Electricity works at Коре! Herisau, Switzerland, equipped with 
four turbines direct coupled to alternators, for a total output of 
1,600 Kw. at 10,000 volts pressure. The installation supplies 
Herisau and 15 surrounding towns with light and power. | 

Electricity works for the supply of Augsburg and surroundings, 
comprising three turbines, direct coupled to generators of 1,500 Ew. 
each, at 10,000 volts, and three turbines coupled to dynamos of 
1,000 Kw. each, at 220 volts. 

Works for the city of Sinaia, Roumania; three turbines coupled 
to alternators for а tot il output of 1,050 Kw., at 3,000 volts. For 
power transmission to Campina and Bustenari, a distance of 45 km., 
for working petroleum purifying machines of the Steava Romana, 
there are four transformers for a total output of 800 Kw., trans- 
forming up from 3,000 to 11,000 volts. 

Works for the city of Wangen, Switzerland; seven turbine- 
driven alternators of 1,600 н.р. each; one being for reserve, the 
total output ів 9,600 н.р. The alternators generate at 10,000 volts for 
lighting and power, distributed over an area the diameter of which 
is about 50 kilometres, 


Liquidation. — A resolution was pussed at ап extra- 
ordinary general meeting of the London United Tramways 
Co., Ltd., held at Bristol on April 12th, and confirmed at a mret- 
ing on 6th inst., to the effect that as the undertaking and assets of 
the company had been purchased by the London United Tramways 
(1901), Ltd., the company be wound-up voluntarily. Mr. Samuel 
White was appointed liquidator for the purpose. 


(Continued on page 905.) 
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CAMP’S BAY, CAPE TOWN AND SEA POINT 
TRAMWAYS. 


THE Camp’s Bay and Cape Town Tramway system, as it 
exists to-day, is a natural extension of the previously exist- 
ing Cape Town line, although the Camp's Bay section is 


PowER STATION. 


owned by a separate financial organisation. "The construc- 
tion of this tramway, which would have been difficult enough 
under ordinary circumstances, was rendered much more 
arduous by the fact that the whole of the work was carried 
out during the progress of the Boer war. Not only did the 


by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, whose experience in 
the construction of tramways beyond our borders has been 
unique, as far as English companies are concerned. 

A clear idea of the extent of the system will be obtained 
from the map, which is reproduced оп p. 904. Commencing 
at the Round Church, Sea Point, on the south-west of Cape 
Town, where connection is made with the Cape tramway, the 
line rises at the end of the first mile to an altitude of nearly 
300 ft, and grades of 1 in 12 have been encountered. At 
Upper Clifton a magnificent view is obtained of Camp's Bay, 
the range of mountains called the Twelve Apostles standing 
out clear and distinct. | “Ж 

Gradually descending, at Camp’s Bay the track leaves 
the roadway, and continues its course over land purchased 
by the company. | 

After passing the power station, some three-quarters 
of a mile distant, the most southerly point of the tramway 
is reached at Oudekraal. Here the line diverges in a north- 
easterly direction, and after encountering the heaviest grades 
of the system, the highest altitude is reached at Kloof Nek. 
At this point, some 800 ft. above sea level, there is obtained 
one of the finest views in the Colony. To the south is the 
rugged scenery of Camp’s Bay and Oudekraal ; to the north 
Cape Town and its world-famed Table Bay, while dimly in 
the distance lie the Blue Berg Mountains, the Lion’s Head 
and Table Mountain being on either hand. 

The average grade from Kloof Nek to the terminus at 
Burnside Road—a distance of little more than 1} miles—is 
slightly steeper than 1 in 12. Even this is exceeded in 


VIEW ON THE TRAMWAY ROUTE. 


course of the war interfere with shipping facilities, but no 
little trouble was experienced owing to the difficulty of 
obtaining adequate labour. In spite of these drawbacks, 
however, the tramway system, comprising nine miles of 
difficult track work, has been completed without any serious 
delay. The whole of thematerials required, and a good deal of 
the supervision necessary in course of erection, were supplied 


other places, where grades of 1 in 9 are encountered for 
short distances. 

The laying of the permanent way involved more than the 
usual difficulties. Not only was a considerable length of 
new roadway necessitated, but more than 75 per cent. of the 
existing roads had to be widened and graded. Blasting 


operations on a large scale were necessary, which, however, 
| G 
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provided the compensating advantages of much excellent 
stone for concrete and road metalling. 

Besides making provision for carrying off the heavy.rains 
by means of capacious drains and culverts, massive retaining 
walls had to be 
constructed, consist- 
ing of dry stonework 
laid in courses. In — 
places these were 
of exceptional 
strength, measuring 
from 6 to 10 ft. 
thick at the base, 
and from 20 to 
25 ft. in height, 
crossing the deep 
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6 ft. 6 in. to 15 ft., according to the width of the road, the 

average distance of the furthest trolley wiré from the centre 

of the track being 10 ft. Owing to the tortuous character 

of the route, it has been found necessary to run the trolley 
wire partly on one 
side of the road 
and partly on the. 

Other to allow of 
the poles being fixed 
in the most suitable 
positions. 

The generating 
station and car shed 
are situated at 
Camp's Bay, this 
site being the most 


ma 


sluits of water- = * suitable, owing to its 
courses оп the | | " | 3 proximity to the sea, 
estate. m — ——— = from whence water 

The gauge of the i ; | is drawn for con- 


tramway is 4 ft. 
84 in., and is thus 
uniform. with the 
Cape Town Tram- 
ways, over which 
system running powers have been obtained. Therails are of 
girder section, weighing 90 lbs. to the yard; they are laid on a 
concrete foundation, a strip of concrete 6 in. deep and 18 in. 
wide, composed of 5 to 1 Portland cement, being laid under 
each rail. Karri wood paving has been laid for a width of 
1 ft. 10 in. on each side of the track, and a 9-in. toothing 
course along the inner side of each rail. The rail joints are 
each bonded with two 6/0 S.W.G. * Neptune" rail bonds. 
Special cast-steel points and crossings have been used. 
The side arm system has been adopted for the overhead 
equipment, the trolley wire, of No. 0 S. W. G., being carried 
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View oF A “ COMBINED " CAR. 


densing purposes. 
Another reason lay 
in the fact that a 
continuous supply 
of fresh water for 
boiler feed purposes is obtainable from a small stream 
flowing down Table Mountain, and the position is fairly central. 

The engine room is 94 ft. x 42 ft., and consists of two 
floors and a condenser pit. A 10-ton overhead travelling 
crane arranged for hand power runs the whole length of the 
engine room, and has a lift of 16 ft. The boiler house is 
94 ft. long x 43 ft. 5 in. wide. The car shed, which is 
also part of the same buildings, is 136 ft. long x 94 ft. 
wide, with eight lines of track, four of which have pits 
running their entire length. At the entrance to the car 
shed are offices, mess room and stores. 


GENERATING PLANT. 


at a height of 18 ft. 6 in, above the rail level. The poles 
are of mild steel, tapering from 7 in. at the base to 34 in. 
diameter at the top, and are furnished with ornamental base 
castings, finials and brackets. The arms vary in length from 


The generating plant consists of two direct coupled 
400-kw. sets. Тһе engines, constructed by Messrs. Yates 
and Thom, are of the cross compound type, developing 
720 B. M. P. with a steam pressure of 150 lbs., when running 
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at 90 revolutions per minute. The main shafts are 19 in.. 
diameter, and on these the generators and fly-wheels are 
keyed. The latter are 18 ft. in diameter, and weigh about 


„ПТ ane ч IN "t: i J 


“ GRIDIRON Can. 


24 tons each. The cylinders are fitted with Corliss auto- 
matic valve gear. 

The generators were built at the works of the English 
Electric Manufacturing Company, Limited, Preston, and 
were subjected to severe tests by the engineers of the tram- 
way company, Messrs. Alfred Dickinson & Co., Birmingham, 
who were highly satisfied with the way in which their speci- 
fication had been met. 

The output of each of the 
machines is 400 Kw. at 550 
volts ; they are compound 
wound, are in accordance 
with the standard practice 
adopted at .Preston, and 
are Similar to those which 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. 
have supplied to many 
tramway and lighting 
authorities in the United 
Kingdom. 

The field-magnet frame 
consists of high permeability 
cast-iron, into which are 
cast laminated steel pole- 
pieces. The armature is 
built up on a special form 
of spider, in which the 
sections of the rim are 
unconnected, thus avoiding 
shrinkage strains. The core 
is built up of steel lamina- 
tions, spacing laminations 
being inserted to form 
ventilating ducts for cooling 
the interior of the core 
and the windings. The 
armature coils are laid in 
open slots on the periphery, 
and are interchangeable. 
The commutator is carried 
on its own ring, which is 
mounted on the extended 
hub of the armature spider. 
The commutator bars are of hard-drawn copper, and 
are firmly clamped by means of steel end rings. 
Equalising rings are attached to the commutator, and com- 
pensate for any slight variations in the magnetic reluctance 


of the various magnetic circuits, thus checking the slightest 
tendency to spark. 

The switchboard consists of nine panels, of which three 
are generator panels, three feeder panels, one 
station panel, one lighting panel, and one 
leakage panel. Two of the generator panels 
only are in use, the other being a spare 
panel. Each is fitted with a positive and 
negative quick-break switch, capable of 
carrying 1,000 amperes, a magnetic circuit- 
breaker, and an ammeter reading from zero 
to 1, 200 amperes. "Two of the feeder panels 
are in use, the other being a spare. Each 
is fitted with an automatic circuit-breaker 
of the same type as those used on the 
generator panels, an ammeter reading up to 
500 amperes, and a quick-break switch for 
connecting feeder to bus bar. 

The main station panel is fitted with a 
main ammeter reading up to 3,000 amperes, 
on which the total output of the station is 

‘constantly shown, and a watt-hour meter. 

It is also fitted with a recording voltmeter, 
with a working pressure of 550 volts. The 
leakage panel contains all the instruments 
necessary for testing for leakage, &c. The 
lighting panel is arranged for six 50-ampere 
double-pole circuit switches, with fuses and 
throw-over switches. 

In the condenser pit are two surface con- 
densers with combined air and circulating 
pumps. These are of the Admiralty type, and 
are specially devised for using sea water. The 

cooling water is supplied to the condensers by means of large 
cast-iron pipes, which are carried well out beyond low-water 
mark. То avoid the danger of seaweed being drawn up into 
the condensers, the suction pipe has been interrupted on 
the shore by a sump built in concrete carried well down below 
low-water level, which is easily kept clear. 

In the boiler house are two water-tube boilers, each with 


Main SWITCHBOARD. 


a heating surface of 3,654 вд. ft., and capable of evaporating 
12,000 lbs. of water per hour under normal conditions. Each 
boiler is fitted with a dead-weight safety valve and a spring 
valve set to blow off at 160 lbs. pressure. The boilers are fed 
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by means of two compound non-condensing duplex feed 
pumps, capable of delivering 24,000 lbs. of water per hour 
against a boiler pressure of 160 lbs. per sq. inch. Before 
being pumped into the boilers the feed water is passed 
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VIEW OF TRAMWAY, AND Lion’s HEAD. 


through a fuel economiser containing 288 pipes fixed in 
the main flue. The chimney stack is 125 ft. in height, and 
5 ft. inside diameter at the top. | 

The works are equipped with the necessary machine tools 
for the purpose of carrying out repairs, including a large 
screw-cutting gap lathe, wheel lathe, wheel press, drilling 
machines, grindstone, smiths’ hearth and fan, the whole 
being driven by an electric motor. 

The feeder cables are laid in cast-iron troughs 18 in. below 
the surface, and are surrounded with bitumen. The con- 
ductors are insulated with paper and vulcanised rubber, and 
lead-covered. The main cables are laid in half-mile sections, 
and at each junction of two sections a feeder pillar is placed 
in which the cables are connected to a bus bar, and from 
thence to the trolley wires in the usual manner. 

The cars are of special design to meet 
the prevailing climatic conditions of Cape ~ N 
Town. They areof single-deck bogie type ; 
part are what are known as gridiron open 
cars, and part are of the combined type. 
The former have a seating capacity of 65 
passengers, and the latter of 54. The 
length of car is 40 ft., width 7 ft. 6 in., 
and height inside 8 ft. They were built for 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, by the 
Electric Tramway Carriage Works, Preston, 
aud shipped to Cape Town completely 
finished, the only work to be done before 
they could commence to run being to mount 
them on the trucks, connect the wiring 
aud fix the trolley poles. In passing, 
it may be observed that so popular has 
Camp's Bay already become, that the 
company anticipate that the present equip- 
ment of cars will shortly be found too 
small to cope with the traffic. Each 
truck carries two motors, one on each 
axle. Here, it will be noticed, there is 
a departure from the usual lines; the 
equipment of the cars comprises four 
motors, each of 25 B. H. P., so that each 
саг is capable of developing 100 B. H. P. 
There is hardly any question that four 
motor equipments with long cars are imperative where 
grades are heavy, and in the case of Camp’s Bay 
the gradients are unusually severe, Not only, how- 
ever, is a proper distribution of power necessary, but the 


question of braking and retardation is also of prime 
importance. The brakes, therefore, on these cars have 
received very careful consideration, three brakes having 
been fitted, viz, a hand brake with a brake block 
on each of the eight bogie wheels, an 
air brake acting in conjunction with 
the hand brake, and an auxiliary slipper 
brake. In addition to these, it is also 
possible, by throwing over the reversing 
switch, to convert the motors into 
generators, thus enabling them to act 
as a powerful emergency brake. The 
cars are operated from either end by 
means of a special controller designed for 
four-motor equipments. 

It may be added that Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr & Co, Limited, carried out the 
work to the specifications of Messrs. Alfred 
Dickinson & Co. 

The same firm, we may mention, 
successfully carried out the construction of 
the Barcelona and Madrid tramways, and - 
the progress of this contract, curiously 
enough, was to some extent interfered with 
by the progress of the American-Spanish 
war. Another important Colonial tram- 
way system which has been recently con- 
structed by the company is that of 
Calcutta. | 


Caleium Carbide in Germany. — The amount of 
calcium carbide imported into Germany in the years 1899, 1900 
and 1901, was 6,374, 7,703, and 9,506 metric tons respectively; the 
amount exported was 636, 224, and 274 tons. In the same years 
the German railways consumed in the manufacture of their 
acetylene-oil gas about 5,500, 6,000, and 6,500 tons; whence, mak- 
ing a reasonable allowance for the quantity of carbide made within 
the fiscal limite of the Empire, it has been calculated that 5,740, 
6,980, and 7,250 metric tons were used in the years mentioned for 
purposes of domestic illumination in single generators, and in the 
33 central installations which now exist in that country. These 
figures show a healthy, though slow, development of the acetylene 
branch of the industry; but they are nothing to what the carbide 
makers could turn out if there were a chance of selling their pro- 
duct. Thus it follows that before the manufacture of calcium car- 
bide can become a more valuable employment for electro-chemical 
factories, the consumption of acetylene in such isolated districts as 
are unable to support electricity works, or as have already intro- 
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duced coal gas works, must be stimulated by all fair means. This 
is to be done partly by the education of the public, chiefly by the 
different Acetylene Associations co-operatively suppressing the 
makers of badly-designed, awkward, complicated, or even dangerous 
generators. 


————— АЛАА ААА ААА“ 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


(Continued from page 900.) 


Catalogues, Lists, &e.—Messrs. J. E. Spagnoletti and 
Company, of Goldhawk Works, Goldhawk Road, W., haye favoured 
us with copies of their prioe lists of motors aud generators, and 
switches, switchboards and telegraph instruments. They are well 
illustrated and contain some interesting and useful information. 
We have also received a list of electric clocks and pamphlets des- 
cribing their Tolchard patent battery regulator, and the Rex” 
chemical fire extinguishers. 

Pamphlet No. 124 has come to hand from the B.T.H. Co., des- 
cribing their electric brake controllera, type B. 

The General Electric Co. (1900), Ltd., send us a leaflet describing 
their Stanley-d'Ar&onval moving-coil ammeters and voltmeters, 
batten lampholders, Link” switches, paper-insulated bell wires, 
illumination globes, and new fixtures. Another leaflet describes 
their Freezor” electric fans for direct and alternating current, 
for desks, brackets, ceilings, &c., and larger forms for ventilating 
rooms, &c. 

Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., have issued a pamphlet dealing 
with their ‘Coronation arc lamps, for hire or purchase. These 
Jamps give a golden yellow light, the whole of the globe being 
illuminated, and the mechanism is very simple. Arc projectors for 
illuminations are also described. | 

Mr. G. Braulik, of 217—218, Upper Thames Street, E.C., sends 
us a price list of his arc lamps, including miniature indoor lamps, 
taking from 14 to 8 amperes, with suitable covers and reflectors; 
ordinary lamps for outdoor lighting, with a large variety of covers; 
inverted arc р reflectors; resistances, automatic cut-outs, &c. ; 


shunt lamps; enclosed arc lamps; flame arc lamps; projectors; . 


winches ; concentric coupling; and a variety of other accessories. 

We bave received a price list of Messrs. John Spencer, Ltd.'s 
iron and steel tubes and fittings of all. kinds, including telegraph, 
tramway, and arc lamp poles, and electric wiring tubes. 

The Westminster Engineering Co., Ltd., send us a copy of their 
motor price list, comprising D.c. semi-enclosed and enclosed motors 
from { to 40 B. H. P., and motor starters. They also send us leaflets 
describing the Westminster” enclosed arc lamps. 

A price list comes to hand from the Bergmann Electrical Works 
describing their Swan and Edison lampholders, magnetic AE 
holders (which can be attached to any object of iron or steel), 
watertight globes and socketa. 

Messrs. J. Carter, Sons & Co. send us their price list of engineers’ 
tools, comprising practically every class of appliance that an 
engineer requires. 

The Langdon-Davies Electric Motor Company, Limited, have 
issued & new list of their single-phase alternate current motors, 
from {$ to 35 B. H.., which it is claimed are self-starting without 
exceeding the normal full-load current. 

We have received from Messrs. Fredk. Braby & Co., Limited, 
their new Glasgow illustrated catalogue of corrugated iron 
roofing sheets, galvanised iron tanks, &c. A special feature is the 
introduction of the '' Barffing " process, by which iron articles are 
coated with a skin of magnetic oxide, entirely preventing oxidation 
—hence the name applied to the products, "rustless iron.” A new 
plant has been laid down for carrying out this process on a large 
scale. 

A beautifully illustrated little book (an abridged catalogue) comes 
to hand from Mesars. Alfred Herbert, Ltd., of Coventry, describing 
their machine tools, which comprise horizontal and vertical milling 
machines in great variety, cutter grinders, sensitive drills, capstan 
lathes, turret lathes, automatic screw and stud machines, slotting 
machines, saws, &c., and a vast number of accessories of all kinds. 


Condensing Plant. — Among other work that the 
Wheeler Condenser and Engineering Company have in band at 
the present time, is the cooling tower and condensing plant for the 
Birmingham electric light station. The cooling tower has to deal 
with 90,000 gallons of water per hour. The company are also 
supplying for the East Ham electric light station a cooling tower 
and condensing plant, the cooling tower to deal with 45,000 gallons 
per hour. Both of the above are repeat orders. The Wheeler 
Company have also in hand a cooling tower plant for Messrs. Mar- 
shall, of Gainsborough, to deal with 35,000 gallons of circulating 
water per hour, and condensing plants for Sheffield, Stockport, and 
Erith electric light and power stations. 


Coronation Note. — The directors of the Electrical 
Power Storage Company, Limited, have decided, in commemora- 
tion of the Coronation of King Edward VIL, to pay their workmen 
a full day's pay for the Coronation day holiday, and to illuminate 
their premises at 4, Great Winchester Street. 


Correction.—Referring to the electric lighting plant for 
Messrs. Gamage's, concerning which a note appeared iu our last 
issue, we are asked to state that the whole of tne contract, includ- 
ing boilers, engines, dynamos, &c, has been placed by Messrs. 
Gamage with Mr. A. H. Wood, of Victoria Street, S.W. 


Rail Bonding.— A remarkably neat booklet has been 
issued by the Forest City Electric Co. dealing with this subject. 
The history of bonding is concisely outlined, with speaking illus- 
trations showing various types of bonds and bonding methods, and 
the merits of the protected rail bond —a very excellent device 
in many ways—are clearly set forth. At the end of the book there 


.Street, Stratford Road, Manchester. 


is a capital set of tables for practical use in designing bonds, giving 
particulars of resistances of copper cables, energy lost in joints 
gauges and areas, interior contact surface of bond holes, &c. 


Fuse for High Voltage.— The simple form of fuse 
shown in the following figures, in section, and as used in distribution 
boxes, has been introduced by Messrs. Richardson & Co., of Nelson 
It will be scen that the 
fusible wire is enclosed in a porcelain block, which is provided with 


e REc? № = 
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an aperture in front through which the wirc is visible; it is thue 
easy to see when the fuse has blown, while the narrow passages 
ensure an efficient blow-out. The terminal plates are slipped into 
spring contacts on the board, so as to be readily replaceable. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Heathman & Com- 
pany, the ladder makers, have opened a South Kensington depót at 
351, Fulham Road, where they will keep a stock of ladders, steps, 
trestles and scaffolds for the use of electricians in the West End of 
London. 

The Klein Engineering Company, Limited, inform us that Messrs. 
Harvey & Co., of 25, Victoria Street, Westminster, B. W., are now 
appointed their London representatives. 

The Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation 
Limited, announce that their registered address and general offices 
are about to be removed to 60, St. Martin's Lane, W.C., where all 
communications shoutd be addressed on and after 31st inst. 

Mr. William M. Furniss, formerly with Messrs. Handley and 
Shanks, of Birmingham, has been appointed the representative of 
the Electric Construction Co., Ltd., in South Wales and District. 
Mr. Furniss's address, pro tem., will be 70, Beauchamp Street, River 


Bide, Cardiff. 


The Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., inform us that they 
are removing their London offices to their previous address, Vic- 
toria Works, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E., where all communi- 
cations should be addressed after June 1st. 

Owing to the increase of their business, Messrs. Gambrell Bros. 
have removed their office and works to more extensive premises at 
Durham House, 23, North Side, Clapham Common, London, S.W. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Austria.—A company has been formed in Gratz to estab- 
lich a large power station to utilise the water-power of the River 
Mur, about 18 miles from that town. "The plant will have a capa- 
city of about 3,000 H.P., and the electrical energy generated will be 
transmitted to Gratz and employed for power purposes in the many 
breweries and other industrial establishments there. The contract 
for the electrical plant has been placed with the Vereinigten Elec- 
tricitäts Gesellschaft, of Vienna. 


Blaenau Festiniog,—On 22nd inst. the electricity 
works was formally opened by Lord Newborough. The Yale 
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Electric Light Company, which is to supply the town, was formed 
two years ago for developing the water-power in this district. The 
slate quarries are to be supplied at 1d. per unit for power, and for 
public and private lighting 4d. will be charged. The company 
already has 400 н.р. in motors, and 3,002 8-c.P. lamps connected. 
Mr. T. P. O. Yale, is the managing director. 


Bournemouth.—The T.C. has resolved to oppose the 
Bill to confirm the Pokesdown Electric Lighting Order, 1902, so 
far as the said Order is concerned. 


Colchester.—About noon on Monday last weck, the 
electric light service main in St. John's Street broke, owing to the 
heavy rains having caused a subsidence. The ground immediately 
became charged with electricity for the space of about five yards, 
and horses passing over the spot received “shocks.” A large crowd 
assembled, and enjoyed what was evidently dcemed fun. Mr. A. R. 
Sillar, the borough electrical enginecr, was promptly informed of 
the mishap, and quickly took measures to rectify the breakdown. 


Dalmatia.— La Società Italiana del Carburo di Calcio is 
establishing large electro-chemical works at Sebenico, Dalmatia. 
In connection with this, a 7,000 н.р. plant is to be put down to 
utilise the water-power of the Kerka Falls, 6 miles from the works, 
in the generation of electrical energy. The contract for the tur- 
bines and electrical] machinery has been secured by Messrs. Ganz 
and Co., of Buda-Pexth. 


Derry.—The Corporation is about to give effect to a 
scheme of private electric lighting which has been in abeyance for 
almost two years. "The streets are already electrically lighted. 


Dudley.—Mr. E. A. Sandford Fawcett, on behalf of the 
Local Government Board, held an inquiry on Friday last week 
relative to the application of the T.C. for sanction to borrow 
£22,000 for electric lighting purposes. 
that this was the third loan required on account of the electrical 
undertaking. In the first year of working, after paying principal 
and interest on the loans, there was a lossof £80. Last year there 
was a profit of £92. Mr. R. Wilson (borough electrical engineer) 
explained that the capacity of the power station was at present 
equal to 700 kw., and it was proposed to increase this by the 
addition of a 500-K w. engine and dynamo. 


Dumfries.—Prof. Capper has visited the burgh in 
connection with the proposed lighting scheme. There is a 
probability of a tramway scheme also being adopted in connection 
with this. | 


Germany.—A central electric lighting and power station 
has lately been completed and put in operation at Anterturkheim. 
The water-power of the River Neckar is utilised, the plant com- 
prising three 260-H. . Voith turvines and dynamos, and two 250- 
H.P. steam dynamos. 


Hudderstield.— The Electricity Committee of the Cor- 
poration has received the sanction of the L.G.B to borrow the sum 
of £99,483 for purposes of electric lighting (extensions), &c., and 
the County Borough Council at its meeting on 21st inst. resolved 
to make application to the В. of Т. for a prov. order for power to 
supply electricity within the area of Milnsbridge and within the 
districts of Golcar and Linthwaite (outside townships). The Elec- 
tricity Committee also decided to grant electricity free for purposes 
of decoration on June 26th, 27th and 25th, in honour of the King’s 
Coronation. 


Hull.—At the meeting of the E.L. Committee of the 


Corporation on 21st inst., the chairman said the past year had been 
one of considerable activity, and their authorised capital amounted 
to £244,032. They had now 1,843 consumers connected, and sold 
1.490, 099 units, being an increase of 183,024 over the previous усаг. 
Owing to an increase in the working expenses he regretted that 
there was a deficit of £2,732 on the year's working. 


Hythe.—At length the Folkestone Electricity Supply 
Company has obtained wayleave through Sandgate to Hythe, and 
in order to obtain electric light as early as possible, the Hythe T.“. 
has decided to ask the company to pay toits credit the value of 
tlie Corporation's prov. order, which lapses on July 30th. 


Kingston-upon-Tliames.— The annual report of the 
clectricity undertaking, ending March 31st last, shows that there is 
a deficit of £2,295 as against £2,721 during the previous year. 


London. —W rsruiNsTER.—About three o'clock on 17th 
inst. the underground cables under Cranborne Street were found to 
be on fire outside Daly's Theatre. Several slabs of the pavement 
were blown up, but fortunately no one was injured. 

STEPNEY.—The arbitration between the County of London and 
Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Company and three of the 
districts comprising the Stepney Borough, which obtained provi- 
sional orders, has at last been settled. The company claimed a 
sum of £22,000 for the extinction of their rights. As the result of 
the hearing the arbitrator has ordered the payment of a sum of 
£5,000 to the company. This is to be levied on the three parishes 
and districts named, the fourth district, Whitechapel, having pre- 
viously had the enterprise to instal its own municipal system. 

IsriNoTON.— The M.B.C. electricity department has now laid 
cables along the whole length of Hornsey Koad, and the Council has 
passed estimates for low-pressure extension cables for private 
lighting ouly, amounting to a total of £7,130. An estimate was 
also passed for mains for private supply and public lighting at u 
cost of 43,900, and for minor extensions at a cost of £772. 


Manchester, —The electric cables fused on Monday last 


week in Hall Street. Considerable damage was done to the cables; 
the bitumen and coveriug were burning for over half an hour. 


- 


The Town Clerk stated. 


Paisley.—The T.C. has resolved to lay down extra 
plant at the electricity works at an estimated cost of £8,500. Of 
this, £2,000 will be required for the tramway scheme. 


Paris.—According to the Sun, the policemen on night 
duty are to have electric lights on their uniforms and at the 
extremities of their batons; these will be used in the regulation of 
the street traffic. 


Renfrew.— Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., of Renfrew, 
have recently adopted electric power throughout their works. A 
large power house has been erected cortaining engines aggregating 
1,200 H.P. The power generated is distributed to motors arranged 
on the group system and worked at a pressure of 220 volts. 


Southampton. — The Corporation has received Ше 
sanction of the L.G.B. to construct the new electric light works on 
the western shore, and work will at once be proceeded with. 


Spain.—Application has been made to the authorities of 
the province of Almeria to put down plant to utilise the watcr- 
power of the Rivers Nacimiento and Andarax in the generation of 
clectrical energy for lighting and power purposes. 


Stafford.—At the T.C. meeting last week, it was stated 
that there was a charge on the rates for the electricity department 
of £1,100. . 


Stoke-on-Trent.— The T.C. has decided to oppose the 
proposed application by a syndieate for powers to erect electric 
generating stations and lay mains for the supply of electricity in 
Cheshire and the northern portion of Staffordshire. 


Sudbury,—A L. (i. B. inquiry was held on 22nd inst. 
into the application of the Corporation to borrow £12,000 for elec- 
tric lighting purposes. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Aberdare.— The British Electric Traction Company, 
Limited, have notified the D.C. that they have under consideration 
& proposal to promote next Parliamentary session a tramway scheme 
for this large area; but before incurring any preliminary expenses 
(necessarily heavy), the company inquire whether the Council will 
favour the scheme, provided an agreement is come to as to details, 
and an interview is suggested. The whole question of electric 
tramways will be dealt with at the next Council meeting. 


Birkenhead.—The Tidswell type of life-guard has had 
an opportunity of proving its efliciency in connection with the 
Birkenhead electric tramways. On Wednesday last week, when а 
bogie car on the Ferry—Prenton route was turning into Atherton 
Street, a girl of four years, named Murphy, ran on the track and 
fell as the car was approaching. The gate of the Tidswell guard 
struck the child, and the guard at once dropped to the track, caught 
up the child, and carried it safely until the car came to a standstill. 
On examination, the child was found to be uninjured beyond some 
slight bruises, which were supposed to have been caused by contact 
with the gate. 


Bournemouth.—The В. of T. has declined to grant the 
Council's application, which formed the subject of an inquiry in 
London recently, to construct a tramway in the Parkwood Roa], 
Pokesdown. ‘The T.C. has resolved to apply to the B.of T. to 
extend the time for completing the tramways and the works in 
connection there with. 


Cardiff.—The reconstruction work lias now been com- 
pleted, and that six weeks before the stipulated time. Fares have 
been re-arranged, and an indemnity fund against accidents 
established under Corporation auspices. The cars were run on 
Sunday for the first time. Ошу 12 employés objected to Sunday 
labour, against 161 «aflirmatives. Over 100,000 passengers were 
carried in the new electric cars at Cardiff on Whit Monday. 


Chatham.—The handsome electric. tramcars of the 
Chatham and District Light Railways Company for the past three 
days have been running in order to test the working of the system. 
On Monday the B. of T. officials were to inspect the tramways 
and the cars, and it was hoped that all the trams would be running 
by the end of the week. The generating station and car-sheds have 
been erected at Luton, just outside the High Street of Chatham. 


Dudley.—On Wednesday evening one of the guard wires 
connected with the tramway in High Street snapped and fell across 
the trolley wire, & considerable length of the broken strand being 
extended along the strect. The contact with the trolley wire 
caused the broken guard-wire to become "alive," and wherever it 
touched the rails sparks were emitted, plainly indicating its con- 
dition. As & consequence the greatest consternation was caused 
among the pedestrians and tradesfolk. As the cars were not 
equipped with gloves or pliers, before the wire could be removed 
there had been a complete block in the tram service, and a partial 
block in the strect traffic, lasting three-quarters of an hour. 


Durban.—The first section of the electric tram service 
was recently opened. The overhead trolley plan is adopted, and 
centre poles are principally used. К 
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Glasgow.—The Corporation has under consideration at 
present extensions to Clydebank in the west and Kirkintilloch in 
the north. The former burgh is auxious that Glasgow should work 
the tramway system in conjunction with the Glasgow system for а 
term of years, at the end of which the burgh would take over the 
plant within the burgh as its own. Nothing definite has been 
settled yet, and companies are doing their best to vet into these 
suburban burghs. An engineering difficulty presents itself in both 
cases, viz., the bridging over the Forth and Clyde Canal. At pre- 
sent the old-fashioned bridges require to be raised and lowered to 
allow barges to pass, in much the same manner as the Tower 
Bridge. 


Gloucester.—The City Council has decided to apply 
to the Light Railway Commissioners for permission to con- 
struct a light railway in its own district and to some of tlie sur- 
rounding districts, and consequently there appears to be no 
possibility now of settling the dispute with Mr. Nevins as to certain 
roads which come under the jurisdiction of the County Council, 
aud over which he desires to construct his network of electric 
tramways. The County Council also further considered the matter 
at a special meeting held on Saturday last, and decided not to 
agree to the proposals of the Corporation. It will be interest iug 
to see how this dispute will terminate, but, unless an amicable 
arrangement can be arrived at, the introduecion of clectric traction 
into & very wide and populous area of Gloucestershire must be 
seriously hampered, if not prevented altogether. 


Hastings.—The Corporation has decided to consent to 
the Hastings Front Line Electric Tramways Bill, on certain condi- 
tions as to the prior completion of the lines to the out-bounds 
already authorised by Act of Parliament. The resolution passed on 
March 7th, decliniug to entertain the application of the promoters, 
had previously been rescinded by the Council. The Bill will be 
opposed before the Parliamentary Committee by frontagers and 
other residents. 


Leeds.—4An electric car, laden with passengers, was on 
Sunday afternoon proceeding from Stanningley to Leeds, when, on 
taking a curve near Castleton Bridge, it travelled 70 ft. on the 
stone sets, rushed over the causeway, and crashed into the bridge, 
and 17 passengers were injured or shaken. It appears that the 
brake did not act, and it is to be subjected to exhaustive tests. 


Leicestershire.—A pplication bas been made by Lieut.- 
Colonel R. E. B. Crompton for powers to construct light railways in 
the county. 


Liverpool. — There was a slight outbreak of fire 
last Monday at the Dingle Station, on the Liverpool Overhead 
Electric Railway. A train, consisting of three carriages, was 
standing at the platform, when a tlame issued from the motor box, 
and the woodwork around caught fire. An alarm was at once 
given, and the station oflicials were quickly on the scene with a hose 
and hydrants, the flames being extinguished before much damage 
was done. 

In a letter to the local press, the chief engineer, Mr. S. B. Cottrell, 
stated that neither the station nor the carriaves composing the train 
caught tire; one of the maguets fused ; the electric current was at once 
cut off, and the burning cable extinguished by the station staff with 
little or no damage. The whole occurrence only occupied a very 
few minutes, and caused practically no dislocation of the service. 
The promptitude with which the outbreak was dealt with showed 
the efliciency of the arrangements made at the station fur extiu- 
guishing fire, after the accident last Christmas. 


London. — According to present anticipations, the section 
of the Great Northern and City Railway from Moorgate Street to 
Drayton Park will be ready for traffic shortly after the Coronation. 


Middlesex.—Application has been made to the Light 
Railway Commissioners by the County Council fur authority to con- 
struct further light railways in Middlesex. 


Mountain Ash,—The D.C. for this large Glamorganshire 
centre has decided not to entertain the proposals of the British 
Electric Traction Co. to lay tramways in the district. 


Paris—Versailles.—This new line is to be inaugurated 
on June Ist. Trials made last week have given satisfactory results, 
and the traius did the journey in 50 minutes. It is, however, hoped 
later to run an express service capable of performing the journey 
in 15 minutes. 


St. Heleus.— Last week the daughter of Henry 
Higham, a girl aged seven yeara, was knocked down by an electric 
car in North Road, St. Helens. The driver pulled up, and the girl 
was found under the life guard. It was found that her skull was 
fractured, and that she had sustained other injuries. Mr. Higham 
and family were to have emigrated to America in a few days. 


Slough.—The London United Tramways Co. gave 
Official notice at Silou h on Saturday last, that thev intend to apply 
to the Light Railway Соп missioners this month for power to 
extend their system v’ 2 estiu. tramways to Colubrook, Slough and 
Maidenhead. 


Southport.—4A new clectric tram line is to be constructed 
in Cemetery Road and Shakespeare Street, Southport, as soon as 
the provisional order is received. The new line will cost about 


£7,500, which will cover everything except the cost of the cars. 
The total length of the line will be less than 14 miles. | 


Spain.—aA proposal is under consideration to convert the 
steam reilway between Bilbao and Las Arenas into an electrical 
line. La Compania Hidro-Electrica Iberica is reported to have 


offered to supply the necessary electrical energy on advantageous 
terms. | 


Stroud.—- Application has been made by Mr. T. Nevins 
for leave to construct light railways near Stroud in the County of 


Gloucester. The County Council has also applied for powers to а 
similar end. 


Sweden.—The Faluen-Westerdalelf Railway proposes to 
earry out some experiments with electric traction on a part of its 
line, witha view to its adoption on the whole system. 


Wolverhampton.—During the past week the Tramways 
Committee were able to run a much beiter service, as the number 
of cars was nearly doubled; but even now there is a difficulty in 
copivg with the number of passengers. There has been a number 
of slight accidents. One day last week a horse received an electric 
shock while passing up Waterloo Road. The animal is now 
useless, and the town clerk has received intimation of 
intended legal proceedings. On Saturday night a horse 
worth 450 was killed in Pipers Row. It is asserted that this 
was the result of an electric shock, and the matter is now in 
the hands of the veterinary surgeons and the legal geutlemen. 
On Saturday morning two horses and two drivers connected with 
the Great Western Railway Co. were proceeding in the direction of 
Bilston Road, when the horses began to plunge violently and feli 
forward, and the men had to get off the wagon to attend to them. 
The result was that both men received shocks and were attended to 
at the General Hospital, but in neither cas? was the result serious. 
The horses, however, were said to be much bruised by tumbling 
about. Both men declare that there was nothing about the Lorain 
box to call their attention to it before the shock to the horses. 
Again, on Monday morning, another accidert occurred on the 
Bilston Road. While a carter named Gritliths was driving a load 
of slack along the road the horae suddenly fell down, and the man 
Gritliths himself stepped ор a box and received a shock. These 
accidents point conclusively to the fact that the boxes must occa- 
sionally be left “alive.” Meanwhile the electrica! equipment of 
the Tettenhall line is being rapidly pushed forwarl, and in the 
course of about another week the line will be electrically equipped. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Bismarcksburg.—Telegrams can now be seit to 


Bismarcksburg, in German East Africa, at the rate of 38. 70. per 
word. 


Charleroi—Marseilles Telephone.—We learn that 
Charleroi will shortly be in telephonic communication with Paris end 
Marseilles. Trials that have just been made between Thuin and 
Brussels, Charleroi, Paris and Marseilles have proved successfal, 
aud conversations were carried on very clearly. This will probabiy 
be one of the longesé telephone lines ia Europe—the distance 
between Charleroi and Marseilles being 1,200 kilometres. 


Glaseow,—A_ remarkable feat has been accomplished by 
the National Telephone Company in connection with the work of 
fitting up the new south-side exchange. Аз the result of the serious 
fire on ‘Tuesday last week, the switch-room and test- room were 
entirely gutted, and the outside wires considerably damaged. Six 
new sections of switchboards, which were ordered from the com- 
pany з factory, arrived in Glasgow on the morning following the 
lire, and these were fitted up in temporary premises adjoining the 
old exchange. The cables and outside wires had to be completely 
renewed near the exchange. Intinmtion had been made to the sub- 
Bcribers who were allected by the fire that communication would be 
partially opened by Monday morning: the company have improved 
upon this by establishing a record in telephone exchange building. 
Dy mid-day on Friday—threedays from the time the fire began—com- 
munication was opened with 50 subscribers, an additional number 
bave since been connected up, апа the whole exchange is now 
practically complete. The company are entering into negotiations 
for larger and mere commodious switch-rooms than those which 
were destroyed, for their permanent plant. 


Muscat.—The rate for telegrams to Muscat by the route 


of the Indo-European Telegraph Company has been reduced to 
23. 3d. per word. 


Reduction of Rates to Australasia, — The Eusteru 
Extension, Australasia and China Telegraph Company, notifies that 
the cable rates оп and after June Ist, will be reduced as follows — 
New Zealand, Js. Id.; New Caledonia, 3s. 8d.; Norfolk Island, 
38. 2d. ; aud Fiji, 3s. 7d. per word. 


Swansea,—There are 308 acceptances of Corporation 
telephonic rentals, and another 117 notify readiness to support. 
The l'ostinaster-General suggests £4 as a minimum, but the Cor- 
poration desires +ò as the ѓагиї, 
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Wireless Telegraphy.— Prof. Fessenden has been ex- 


perimenting for two years, under the auspices of the U.S. weather 


bureau, with a new device for receiving wireless telegrams, which 


he considers better than a coherer. The experiments have been 
made between ltoanoke Is. and Hatteras Inlet, a distance of more 
than 50 miles. The speed of signalling attained is stated to be 
equivalent to over 500 words a minute. 

Wireless telegraphy is said to be successfully established in the 
Hawaiian Isles. Iuter- island rates vary from 2s. to 58. for 10 words, 
exclusive of address. No cables are in use in the group. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking.—June 6th. Motore, pipework, chequer plat- 
ing, &c. Вее Official Notices May 9th. - 


Beckenham.—June 6th. The U.D.C. wants tenders 
for incandescent lamps. See “ Official Notices" May 16th. 


Bermondsey.—June 16th. Main switches, cut-outs, 
distributing boards, electrical fittings, shades, conduits, &c. See 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 

Brighton.— June 9th. Points, crossings, tie-bars, bolts, 


&c., for the Corporation tramways; also 300 tons of steel rails. See 
“ Official Notices " May 9th. * 


Brighton.—June 9th. Supply of 300 tons of steel 
girder tram-rails. Particulars from Mr. T. B. Holliday, Lewes 
Road, Brighton. 


Burton-on-Trent. — May 30th. Tenders for three 
100-kw. tramway generators, switchboard, three Lancashire boilers, 
steam pipes, jet condensing plant, economiser, &c. See “Offcial 
Notices " May 16th. 


Bury.—June 24th. Construction of permanent way for 
tramways. Particulars from Mr. A. W. Bradley, borough engineer 
and surveyor. 


Copenhagen. — June 6th. The Danish Telegraph 
Department wants tenders for the supply of 78,000 kilos. of copper 
wire, and about 10,000 kilos. of steel wire. 


Dudley.—June 6th. Tenders for the supply of incan- 
descent lamps, and oil. See “Official Notices“ May 16th. 


Eastbourne.—June 6th. One dry-back marine type 
boiler and fittings. See ‘ Official Notices" May 23rd. 


France.—.June 8th. The municipal authorities of Pra- 
delles (Haute Loire) are inviting tenders for the establishment of 
a central electric lighting station in the town. Particulars may be 
obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Mairie de Pradelles 
(Haute Loire). 


Fulham.—June bth. 
" Official Notices May 23rd. 

Glamorgan.—May 31st.  Elcctric wiring, &c., for 
Parc Gwyllt and Angelton Asylums, near Bridgend. See Official 
Notices May 9th. 

Glasgow.—June 7th. Economiser 
plants. See Official Notices May 9th. 

Glasgow.—June 7th. Supply of electricity meters for 
one year. See Official Notices“ to-day. 

Greenock.—June 2nd. Tenders for 300-Kw. 
dynamo, with piping. Sce “ Official Notices" May 23rd. 

Hoylake and W. Kirby.—June 9th. Tenders for 
electric lamps, oil, waste, &c., for 12 months. See “Official 
Notices“ May 23rd 

Hungary. — September Ist. The authorities of 
Kolozsvár, in Hungary, want to introduce electricity for lighting 
and power purposes. See “Official Notices" May 9th. 


Hunslet.— June 3rd. Tenders for two electric lifts, 
See “ Official Notices” May 16th. 


Kirkealdy.—June 21st. Wiring of electricity works. 
Specification, &c., from Messrs. Kennedy & Jenkin, 17, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W. 

Launceston (TASMANIA).— September 15th. The Cor- 
poration wants tenders for polyphase generating, transmitting, 


transforming and distributing apparatus, reconstructing existing 
plant, enclosed arc lamps, &c. See “Official Notices May 23rd. 


L.C.C.—June 5th. Wiring and fittings for four fire 
stations at Battersea and Camberwell. Sec ‘Official Notices“ May 
23rd. 

London. S. W.—July 31st. 
ders for a self-propelled lorry (oil). 
25th. 

Nuneaton.—June 18th. One water-tube boiler and 
connecting pipework. See Official Notices“ to-day. 


ard condensing 


steam 


The War Office wants ten- 
See Official Notices" April 


Tenders for pipework, See 


North-Eastern Railway.— June 9th. Telegraph 
apparatus and telegraph wire and line stores. Further particulars 
from Mr. Graves, Telegraph Department, York. 


Rotherham.—June 17th. Tramway and lighting 
feeders, mains, &c., Lancashire boilers, and steam dynamo. See 
“ Оса] Notices to-day. 


Roumania.— June 13th. Tenders are being invited 
until June 13th by the municipal authorities of Calarashi—Stirbeiu 
for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during a 
period of 35 years. 


Russia.—The Ouprava Company, Saratoff, Russia, asks 
for offers for а central power station for the production of electrical 
energy for public and private lighting, traction and motive power 
purposes. 

Sophia.—June 9th. The Bulgarian Posts and Tele- 


graphs Department wants tenders for the supply of telegraphic and 
telephonic apparatus. 


Stockton-on-Tees,—.une 10th. Boilers, condensing 
plant, steam dynamo, switchboard, mains, &c. See “Offcial 
Notices " to-day. 

Stretford.—June 18th. Tenders wanted for boilers, 


superheaters and economisers, tteam dynamos, condensers, pumps 
and mains. See “ Official Notices " May 23rd. 


Tonbridge (Kent).—June 9th. Wiring electricity 
works. Particulars from Mr. R. Hammond, 64, Victoris Street, 
London, S. W. 


Warrington.— June 18th. Tramcars, with electrical 
equipments. See Official Notices " to-day. 


OLOSED. 


Barnsley.— The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
the Electrical Power Storage Company, Limited, for the supply of a 
storage battery. 


Bexley Heath.—According to the Contract Journal the 
T.C. has accepted the following tenders :—A. Penny & Co., tramway 
rails and fishplates ; W. Scott & Co., anchor plates; Dick, Kerr and 
Co., bolts, nuts and tie bars. 


Bournemouth.—The T.C. has accepted the estimate of 
Messrs. J. G. White & Co. (£1,849) for track-laying in connection 
with the car shed, and Messrs. Jenkins & Sons’ estimate of £550 
for the construction of a cooling tank. 


Bristol.—Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., Limited, have 
received an order from the Corporation for a turbo-generator to be 
erected at Temple Back station. 


Broughty Ferry.—The contract for the supply of a 
storage battery has bcen placed with the Electrical Power Storage 
Company, Limited, by the Town Council. 


East Sussex,.— We are informed by Messrs. J. E. 


.Spagnoletti & Co. that whereas last week we stated that the 


amount of their tender for East Sussex County Asylum was 
£1,773 118, we should have said .£11,773 118. 


France.—The French Post and Telegraph authorities in 
Paris have just given out contracts as follows:—La Compagnie 
Francaise des Mctaux, Paris, 100 tons of high-conductivity copper 
wire 24 mm. diameter, and 50 tons ditto. 3 mm. diameter; La 
Compagnie des Trefileries du Havre, Paris, 150 tons ditto. 24 mm. 
diameter; M. Grammont, of Pont de Cherux, 100 tons ditto. 24 mm. 
diameter, and 50 tons ditto. 3 mm. diameter; La Compagnie 
Géné rale d'Electricité, Paris, 50 tons ditto. 21 mm. diameter; and 
La Compagnie Francaise du Bi- metal, Paris, 50 tons ditto. 4 mm. 
diameter. 


Hamilton.—^According to the Contract Journal, Messrs. 
Edmundson and Co. have secured the contract for the erection of 
the new electricity works at Almeda Hill. 


Manstield.—The Т.С. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Crompton & Co., Limited, for Section “ L"—pipework, valves and 
tanks—in the sum of £2, 486. 


Whitby.—The U.D.C. has accepted the tender of the 


Reason Manufacturing Company for 100 electricity meters. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, May 30th.—At 9 p.m. Royal Institution. Signor G. 
Marconi having fallen ill, the evening discourse will 
be delivered by Dr. J. A. Fleming, on “ The Elec- 
tronic Theory of Electricity." 

Thursday, June 5th.—At 8.30 p.m. Rontgen Society, meeting at 20, 
Hanover Square. The President, Mr. Herbert Ја -Кѕор, 
wil read а paper on “The Sources of Phosphores- 
cence.” 

Friday, June 13th.—At 3.30 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting at 
the National Physical Laboratory, Busby House, 
Teddington. 
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SOME NEW ALUMINIUM ALLOYS. 


Aluminium - Tungsten. — L. Guillet has recently published a 
preliminary acconnt of some experiments on the preparation of a 
binary alloy of aluminium and tungsten by means of the Gold- 
schmidt process. The aluminium was mixed with tungstie 
anhydride, and ignited with a mixture of aluminium powder and 
barium peroxide. Three alloys were obtained: (1) a body having 
the composition Al Wa, which is slightly attacked by strong acids, and 
decomposed by boiling water; (2) an alloy consisting of Al,W, 
having the same properties as the preceding one; and (3) Al,W, 
which is easily attacked by strong acids or boiling water, and 
appears as lamellar crystals. Michel has already described the alloy 
Al,W as an iron-grey brittle crystalline powder from which hot 
caustic soda dissolves all the aluminium, leaving pure tungsten. 
This alloy had the specific gravity 5:58. An alloy containing 
7:5 per cent. of tungsten has also been examined mechanically, and has 
given tensile strengths of from 10 to 16 tons per sq. in., with 
elongations ranging between 1:5 and 14:0 per cent., according to 
whether it was cast, hard-rolled, or annealed. 

It may be remembered that two ternary "light" aluminium 
alloys containing tungsten have been on the markets for several 
years, and have proved to possess valuable qualities. One of them, 
called “wolframinium,” contains 98 per cent. of commercial 
aluminium, with 1 per cent. of tungsten and 1 per cent. of 
copper as the third constituent. Its specific gravity is 274, 
essentially the same as that of pure aluminium itself. Its 
tensile strength, cast in sand, is 10 tons per sq. in.; cast 
in iron chills, 12 to 13 tons; forged, 15 tons; rolled or 
drawn, 20 to 22 tons per sq. in. Before annealing its elongation 
is 3 to 5 per cent., after annealing 12 to 20 per cent. It takes a 
high polish, and does not tarnish in the air. The second alloy, 
called romanium," contains 1 per cent. of tungsten and 1 per cent. 
of nickel as the third ingredient. Its specific gravity is 275. Its 
tensile strength is about the same as that of wolframinium in wbat- 
ever physical condition it be examined; but it is barder and of 
greater elasticity. It can be worked either hot or cold, and is more 
easily machined than pure Héroult aluminium; it can also be 
forged, rolled, drawn, and stamped. According to the patent 
specification (No. 21,186, 1895), romanium is made by adding 
amorphous tungsten to molten nickel, and then introducing the 
aluminium. Or, an alloy of tungsten and aluminium is prepared 
by melting the latter metal with a mixture of tungstic anhydride 
and cryolite, so as to produce a substance containing 10 per cent. of 
tungsten. More aluminium is then added in sufficient quantity to 
bring the proportion of that constituent in the finished alloy up to 
the desired amount, and the whole is poured into the molten nickel. 
Romanium is specially interesting just now, as one of the leading 
cycle companies has announced that it is about to build its machines 


with romanium rims, which will have the advantage over the nickel-. 


plated steel rims hitherto adopted of not becoming rusty and un- 
sightly when the rim brakes rub off the superficial layer of metal. 

Aluminium-Molybdenum.—Guillet has also investigated the binary 
alloys of aluminium with molybdenum, preparing them by reducing 
molybdic acid with excess of aluminium in the same fashion as he 
did in the case of the tungsten alloys. He has obtained at least 
six definite alloys: Alz Mo, AlsMo, Al Mo, Al Mo, A]Mo, and 
АІМо». АП of them are attacked by strong acids; none by boiling 
water; some of them resist the action of dilute hydrochloric acid, 
e.g., AlMo and AlMos. Wohler prepared an alloy to which he 
gave the formula Al, Mo, describing it asa black crystalline powder 
consisting of iron-grey rhombic prisms, soluble in hot nitric and 
hydrochloric acid. Guillet mentions the same Al. Mo alloy as 
yielding lamellar crystals. 

Aluminium-Antimony.—Lippmann has been examining that curious 
alloy of aluminium and antimony having the composition AlSb, 
which was apparently first described by Alder Wright in 1592 and 
subsequently by Roche in 1893. This substance melts at between 
1,78“ and 1,080* C. (Wright said above 1,000? C.), whereas its con- 
stituents melt at 660' and 630° C. respectively ; and it is therefore 


ап exception to the rule that alloys generally are more fusible than 


their ingredients separately. J.ippmann found the specific gravity 
of the substance AlSbat 4? — 16°C. in vacuo to be 4:21706, the gravities 
of aluminium and antimony being 2:67 and 6 72 respectively. By 
calculation it should have had a density of 5°2246; so that a con- 
siderable increase in volume must occur during its production, and 
it forms an exception to Matthiessen'slaw. Both Wright and Roche 
state that AlSb disintegrates in moist air, and liberates hydrogen 
from water; in fact, none of the aluminium-antimony alloys appear 
tobe permanent. Roche claimed that an alloy containing less than 
5 per cent. of antimony would be useful in tke arts; but it has also 
proved to fall to pieces after a few months’ exposure to the atmos- 
phere. He recommended the use of such substances for the pro- 
duction of ternary alloys with copper or nickel, asserting that 
materials of great hardness, strength, and elasticity could be pre- 
pared in that fashion. We do not know whether his idea has proved 
to be correct or not; nothing would seem to have been published 
respecting the actual properties of ternary allovs of aluminium 
containing antimony, excepting that 1n one of Mach's subsidiary 
patents covering the manufacture of “ magnalium," an addition of 
10 or 15 per cent. of antimony is stated to have the advantage 
of raising the melting point of that alloy from 700? C. to a white 
heat. 

Aluminium-Magnesium.—Boudouard has recently determined the 
melting points of a long series of aluminium-magnesium alloys, of 
which “magnalium " is the best known type. He finds that the 
curve of the melting points exhibits two maxima, at AIMg, and 


AlMg respectively; also 3 minima. Magnalium itself still con- 
tinues to be much written about, but little fresh information is 
given. Kaempfer has stated that the alloy turns well, can be 
drilled or milled readily, and does not clog the finest files. It is 
harder than pure aluminium, and cannot be cut with a knife. Its 
tensile strength is from 13 to 15 tons persq.in. It takes and 
retains a high polish. Its specific gravity is 2:52 + 0°03. Its 
fracturé has a fine grain, like that of steel. Siemens & Halske, of 
Berlin, are reported to be using it in the manufacture of armatures 
and for motor car parts; otherwise it would seem to have been 
taken up mainly by opticians, as its extra hardness in comparison 
with pure commercial aluminium causes the threads chased on lens 
mounts of magnalium to stand wear and tear better than usual. 
The claim that magnalium can be soldered satisfactorily is always 
being insisted upon very strongly ; although no reference is made to 
the difficulty—not of merely uniting two pieces for a few minutes 
by the aid of the bit, which is undoubtedly small but of making 
some kind of soft solder sufliciently electro-positive in character 
not to form a galvanic couple of serious voltage with the magnalium 
itself when the article is exposed to damp air. | 


NOTES. 


Walkers Equilibrium Regulator.— Mr. Fredk. 
Walker, of Oxford, has designed an automatic and anticipatory 
equilibrium regulator for preserving the stability of electrically- 
driven air-ships. ‘I'nis regulator is shown in front elevation and 
section below. It consists of an insulating case divided into 
two compartments, each having a heavy bronze roller, rolling by 
gravity over contact surfaces. The back strips are connected to the 
main lead, and are higher than the other strips, 90 as to engage 
with an annular groove in each rollerto guide it. The other strips 
are connected to the terminals of a rheostat, which is cut out of 
both branch motor circuits when the air-ship is level transversely. 
The twin screw-propellers rotate under triple a“ rocurves, and the 


action of the regulator is to diminish the speed of the motor on the 
lowest side by putting resistance in. ‘The longitudinal equilibrium 
is controlled by a similar regulator set fore and aft; this acts by 
reveraing a small electro-motor, which alters the angle of a long 
tube centrally pivotted, containing about 60 lbs. of mercury. "This 
regulator is specially designed for the new airship Specia, which 
is being built to the order of M. Panuzzi, and is the second British 
air-ship in construction, and the first to be driven by electricity. 
The power plant ie designed by Mr. Fredk. Walker. 


Obituary.—The death occurred on Saturday last of 
Captain Abel Henry Chapman, chairman-director of Messrs. Clarke, 
Chapman & Co., Limited, Gateshead. Captain Chapman was born 
at Waustead in 1836, and, although of Quaker parentage, joined the 
Army in 1856, obtaining a commission in the let Regiment Bengal 
Cavalry. He retired from the Army in 1874. The death of the 
late Mr. W. Clarke in 1890 threw a great deal of responsibility on 
Captain Chapman, particularly in the commercial and financial 
departments of the business, which has been greatly increased. 


The Electrical Standardising, Testing and Training 
Institution.—Prof. C. A. Carus-Wilson, М.А, M.LE.E., com- 
menced a special course of lectures to the "senior students of the 
above Institution, upon Dynamo, Motor and Transformer Con- 
struction,” on Monday last, May 26th. 


Coronation Illuminations.— Mr. А. E. Farrow, of the 
Windsor Electrical Installation. Company, says that no special 
arrangements are being made, nor will there be any reduction in 
price, but the Town Hall is to be electrically illuminated and the 
work carried out by the company. 


Institution of Junior Engineers.—A large party of 
members of this Institution recently paid a visit to the Great 
Eastern ltailway Works, at Stratford, by the courtesy of the loco- 
motive superintendent, Mr. J. Holden, M. Iust. C. E. On Monday 
next there will be a visit to the new signal cabin of the South-Eastern 
and Chatham Railway. 
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Institution of Electrical Engineers. — The report 
of the Council, presented to the meeting on 22nd inst., 
announces an increase of membership of no less than 538. Premiums 
were awarded to Messrs. O. Lasche, H. W. Clothier, S. G. Brown, 
Frith and Lamb, H. M. Hobart, K. A. Scott-Moncrieff, D. Robertson, 
and A. Russell, for papers and communications The Salomons 
Scholarship, value. £50, has been awarded to Mr. P. A. Laubach, and 
the Hughes Scholarship, value £50, to Mr. E. Fisher, both of the 
Finsbury Technical College. Sectional Committees bave been 
appointed representing the following interests respectively :— 
(1) Traction, light, and power distribution ; (2) telegraphs and tele- 
phones; (3) manufacturing; (4) electro-chemistry and electro- 
metallurgy. Тһе accounts show a surplus of £758 2s. оп the year's 
work, and the building fund now amounts to £10,000. 

Special Committees are dealing with questions of importance to 
the industry, and the new wiring rules will,it is hoped, be issued 
during thesummer. A visit to Northern Italy is to take place in the 
spring of next year. 

The Presideut of the Board of Trade will receive a deputation 
from the Institution on Thursday next on the subject of the dis- 
abilities imposed on the industry by adverse legislation. 

DUBLIN SECTION.—The following officers have been appoiuted for 
the session 1902—3 :—Chairman, J. W. Towle; vice-chairman, A. E. 
Porte. Prof. W. F. Barrett, F.R.S., G. F. Pilditch, P. S. Sheardown, 
F. Gill, W. Tatlow, M. A., B. E., H. Luttrel-Elward, W. Brew, W. 
Brown, B. Sc., A. T. Kinsey, Prof. W. E. Thrift, M. A., F T. C. D. 
The last meeting of the session was held at the Royal College of 
Science yesterday, when a paper on “ The Lighting and Driving of 
Textile Mills by Electricity,” was read by Marshall Osborne, 
associate member. 

STUDENTS’ BrcTION.— The report of the hon. sec. (Mr. H. D. 
Symons) of the work of this Section for the session 1901—2 shows 
that 13 mectings have been held during the session; the average 
attendance has been 33, and the discussions on the papers have been 
very enthusiastically entered into by the students; 13 works and 
installations of special interest in the neighbourhood of London 
have been visited by parties of students on various Saturdays 
during the session. The Council sanctioned a preposal by the Com- 
mittee to visit Newcastle-on-Tyne during the Easter vacation of 
the technical colleges ; 32 students took part in the vi-it, which 
lasted five days. The party arrived in Newcastle on Monday, 
April 7th, and attended the meeting of the Newcastle Local Section 
held at the Durham Collere of Science on that evening, being 
warmly welcomed by the chairman, Mr. J. Е. C. Snell. A 
meeting was held at the Tyne Temperance Hotel on the Friday 
evening, April 11th, at which most of the students taking part in 
the visit were present. The party visited Stockton-on-Tees, Sunder- 
land and Jarrow, besides other works in Newcastle. 


South African Trade Commission.—TIt would seem 
‘that British manufacturers andftraders are determined that, in the 
case of South Africa, British trade shall follow the flag. In this 
connection we notice in the Times the appoiutment of a 
representative committee of some of the leading manufacturers 
and traders of the United Kingdom. The committee includes such 
men as Col. R. E. Crompton (Crompton & Co., Limited, London), 
past-president of the Institution of Electrical Engineers; Mr. John 
Lockie, J.P. (shipowner, Newcastle-on-Tyne), chairman of the 
Central Council, National Industrial Association; Mr. John 
Thomson (merchant), president of the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce; and Mr. George Conaty, M.I Mech. E., president of the 
Birmingham Association of Mechanical Engineers. The operations 
of this committee will include tbe sending out of three experts to 
South Africa to inquire into, and report on the state of, and openings 
for, trade there. They will represent the leading industries, the 
mcst important of which is engineering, the commissioner for which 
bas just been appointed in Mr. Ben. H. Morgan, the editor of the 
Engincering Times. The Colonial Office is assisting the work of ihe 
Commission and granting the deputation travelling facilities 
through the military lines. The deputation, who will leave England 
the firat week in June, will return from South Africa in about three 
or four months’ time, and their respective reports will be awaited 
with much interest by manufacturers and traders thronghout the 
country. 


Incorporated Gas Institute —Thke thirty-ninth anneal 
general meeting of the Incorporated Gas Institute is to be beld at 
Southampton, under the presidency of Mr. S. Westail Durkin, the 
gas engineer there, commencing June 10th. A civic welcome ia to 
be accorded the members at the opening cf the proceedings. The 
programme includes a lecture on “Electric Traction and Electro- 
lysis,” to be delivered by Mr. James Swinburne, M. Iust. C. E. 


Platinum.—The platinum output in New South Wales 
in 1900 was only 530 схз., value £1,007; and the total quantity 
raised since the beginning of 1894, 8,295 ozs., valued at £12,432. 
Platinum mining in N S.W. is liwited to a great extent, owing to 
the scarcity of water in the districts in which the metal is found. 
The N.S.W. platinum is obtained chietly from Platina, a township 
situated two miles from Fifield and about 322 miles west of Sydney, 
where it is found associated with gold. Itis probable that as fresh 
discoveries are made, an extensive and valuable branch of the State 
mining industry will be created. 


New Engineering Magazine. —A welcome innovation 
in technical journalism is the foundation of the Eagineering Maga- 
zine, of the University of Birmingham. The first number of this 


publication, dated May 15th, is the pioneer of its kind, and indi- 
cates that the new University intends to take a prominent position 
in engincerine ; it is to be the organ of the Engincering Society, 
and will appear twice during each tezm. Naturally, the editors are 
proud of their position of priority ; they may reasonably take credit 
to themselves also for the excellent quality of their first issue, 
which contains articles by the Principal, Dr. Oliver Lodge, Profs. 
Burstal!, Turner and Redmayne, and the editors. Under tbe head- 
ing Lines of Force," some amusing editorial notes are given; we 
would suggest, however, that the too frequent references to intoxi- 
cating liquor throughout the issue are in bad taste. There is too 
much of this already in professedly technical journalism. The 
editors will please note also that the word dat« is in the plural. 


Welsh Mines.—Prof. Galloway, of the South Wales and 


Monmouthshire University College, ex-deputy inspector of mines 
for the busiest part of the Welsh coalfield, recently stated in reply 
to inquiries, that he believed it would be possible to adopt elec- 
tricity in all mechanical operations in connection with which com- 
pressed air and steam are now employed, with the exception of 
certain stipulated: instances. He thought that there was a great 
future for electricity in colliery undertakings, except at the faces of 
fiery mines and in the return airways. It would, undoubtedly, be 
cheaper, and the fact that the South Wales Power Company are 
proposing to erect large and economical engines musi necessarily 
enable them to supply the power at а very much lower rate than it 
could be produced for by installationsat the individual collieries. 
Replying toa query as to whether electricity could be utilised in 
connection with coal-cutting machinery, Mr. Galloway said that it 
could not; compressed air would have to be used for this purpose, 
except in mines where naked lights were allowed. 


Electric Automobile Fire Engine.—The Hanover 
T.C. has adopted an electric automobile fire engine. It has a speed 
of 16 km. per hour, and contains a battery of accumulators of 42 cells, 
furnishing current for a journey of 25 kilometres without re- 
charging. Two motors are arranged to act independently of each 
other on the back wheels. The cost of the automobile and equip- 
ment is £1,200. 


Electricity and Agriculture.— The Agricultural Society 
of Lombardy bas decided to award a prize of 1,500 lire to the 
author of the best essay on the “ Iutluence of Electricity on Vegeta- 
tion and the Products of Agriculture," containing an crposé of the 
studies made iu Italy and abrcad iu this connection. Essays should 
be sent to the Societa Agraria di Lombardia, Place Fontana, Milan, 
not later than September 30th, 1903. 


The Electricals.— A well attended smoking concert 
tock place at the Bedford Head Hotel on Friday evening laet to 
close the winter session. The President, Sir David L. Salomons, 
occupied the chair, aud a varied and enjoyable programme of music 
was gone through. We understand that several interest ing summer 
trips are contemplated by the Committee, information as to which 
could doubtless be obtained from the hon. secretary, Mr. F. E. 
Oldham, 3, Orchard Road, Highgate, N. 


The Sarpsfos Carbide Factory.— The calcium carbide 
factory which derives its energy from the Sarpsfos Falls of the 
River Glommen, near the town ot Sarpsborg, is the largest electro- 
chemical works in Europe. The falls themselves are 54 ft. in 
height; and the water passing over them in the summer months, 
April to November, is suflicient to develop 24,000 E. H P., although 
in the winter this usually diminishes to 15,000 or 18,000, with an 
occasional minimum of 11,000. А special canal, 240 yds. long and 
30 ft. wide, with a gradient of 5 per cent., has been cut out of the 
rock to lead the water to a reservoir, from which steel tubes 8 mm. 
thick in the walls conduct it to the turbines.  'lhese tubes are 
heavily lagged with wood and sawdust to prevent the penetration of 
frost. The water travels at the speed of some 9 ft. per second, 
each pipe delivering about 700 cub. ft. in that interval of time, and 
it drives six turbines of 1,400 н.р. each, four of 2,000, and two of 
300, or a total of 17,000 н.р. The turbines are of the Jonval type, 
supplied by the firm of J. J. Ricter & Co., of Winterthur, and have 
a new undescribed electric regulator; the dynamos are built hori- 
zontally above the turbines, and bave their vertical axes coupled 
directly to the latter. It is stated that over 5,000 tons of calcium 
carbide are being made annually by means of power supplied by 
these works, an estimate which should leave some 12,000 Н.Р. 
employed tor other purposes. These include energy delivered to 
several manufacturers of briquettes, or compressed fucl, and a 
5,000-volt supply to the town of Frederikstad, where it is largely 
consumed іп saw mills. The factory is connected through an electric 
railway 7 kiloms. long with the main railway system, which a few 
miles below Sarpsfos passes the port of Sannesund, whence steamers 
leave every fortnight for Hamburg and Stettia. The erection of the 
power station has hindered the use of the Glommen for sending 
wood lovs down to the sea, and so a special navigation canal bas 
had to be constructed, as this industry is of considerable local 
importance. 


Boilers for the Navy,—The six first-class cruisers now 
under construction are to bave water-tube and cylindrical boilers in 
the ratio 4 : 1; two will have Niclausse, two Yarrow, one Diirr, and 
one Babcock & Wilcox boilers, It is noteworthy that the Belleville 
is excluded. 
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A Mare’s Nest.—A correspondent, who does not favour 
us with his name, writes us as follows:—'' ANOTHER PosER.—I 
should be greatly obliged if you would farnish me with the answer 
to the following question, set by the City and Guilds Institution 
at the recent examination. A dynamo takes 98 нр. to drive it, and 
runs at 500 revolutions per minute. If it is driven by a belt, and 
the pulley is 24 in. in diameter, what will be the difference in ten- 
sion between the driving and the slack sides of the belt ?—N. G. B., 
Burton-on-Trent.” 

Evidently “ N. G. B." has in mind the induction motor with 15 
poles, to which we recently alluded. Our readers will remember 
that some of our correspondents applied cut-and-dried formul:e to 
that problem with mechanical lack of discrimination; they had 
been taught to calculate, but not to think. Apparently, the 
examiner has here an easy prey; for “N. G. B," if he writes in 
good faith, is unaware that the question is a very elementary and 
easy one. The fact that students are so easily defeated is anything 
but encouraging, in view of the paramount need of thinking men to 
carry on our industries. 


Shock Fatality.—Anengineman employed at the Glapwell 
Colliery, Derbyshire, accidentally touched one of the electric wires 
which supply light to the works, and a current under a pressure of 
several thousand volts passed through his body. Death was almost 
instantaneous. 


Personal.—Lord Rayleigh, Professor of Natural Philo- 
sophy at the Royal Institution, has been elccted a corresponding 
member of the Imperial Academy of Science, of Vienna. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Mr. Czcir Е. Love, of the Halifax Corporation Electricity Works, 
has been appointed to fill the post of chief assistant engineer at 
the Wycombe Electricity Works. "There were 84 applicants. Mr. 
Love gained his experience at the electricity works at Reading, 
Shoreditch, West Ham and Halifax. 

The Huddersfield B.C. has resolved that Mr. J. W. TURNER be 
appointed senior engineer-in-charge, and his salary be increased 
from £117 to £150; that J. E. ScHoFTELD and E. Lunn be appointed 
engineers-in-charge, and their salaries increased from £78 to £91. 

Mr. W. F. Stamp, late assistant electrical engineer to Wimbledon 
Council having been appointed to the post of chief assistant 
electrical engineer to the Devonport Corporation, was entertained 
by his friends at Frascati’s Restaurant, on Thursday last week. 
Mr. J. W. A. Binner, chief assistant engineer to the Bermondsey 
Borough Council, in presenting Mr. Stamp with a dressing case on 
behalf of the company present, congratulated him on his appoint- 
‘ment, and wished him every success. A silver cigarette case and an 
address were also presented to him from the working staff of the 
Wimbledon Electricity Works, аз а mark of their great ае лан 
of his courteous treatment and fair dealing. Mr. А. E. Young made 
a further presentation of a silver match box, on behalf of a few 
personal friends. 

Last week Mr. Epwarp Cross, borough clectrical engineer of 
Rotherham, was presented with a handsome silver tea set and silver 
mounted oak tray by the staff and employés, on the occasion of his 
marriage. The Mayur made the presentation, and spoke in highly 
complimentary terms of Mr. Cross's success in the conduct of the 
electrical undertaking, after which Mr. Cross made a suitable reply. 

Mr. О. A. PircHEn, chief assistant electrical engineer to the 
Blackburn Corporation, has been appointed electrical engineer and 
tramways manager to the Borough of Ilkeston. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


City and Surrey Electric Railway Company, Limited 
(73,761).-- This company was registered on May 17th, with a capital of £150.000 
in £10 shares, to carry on the business of an electric railway company, to under- 
take the construction, maintenance and working of electric and other railways 
and tramways and motors therefor and their accessories and appurtenances, 
and to manufacture and deal in all kinds of vehicles, whether propelled or drawn 
by animal or mechanical traction, and all machinery, appliances, apparatus and 
things capable of being used in connection therewith. producers and suppliers 
of electricity for the purposes of light, heat or power, Ac. The first subscribers 
(each with one share) are: A. G. Ashwell, 79, Queen Street, E. C., solicitor; 
W. B. Langmore, 15, Park Lane, W., solicitor; W. Rigby, 19, Pascoe Road, 
Lewisham, Kent, railway contractor: S. Strickland, for the Widnes Foundry 
Company, Widnes; S. G. Fraser, 1, Victoria Street, Westminster, civil engi- 
neer: B. Drake, 66, Victoria Street, Westminster, electrical engineer; R. B. 
Maltby, Carbrook Steel Works, Sheffield, steel manufacturer; and C. 8, Oxen- 
burgh, 138, Ramsden Road, Balham, Surrey, gentleman. No initial publie 
issue, The number of directors is not to be less than two nor more than eight; 
the subscribers are to appoint the first; qualification, £200; remuneration, 200 
each per annum (chairman, £300). 


Private Telephone Company, Limited (73,732).—This com- 
pany was registered on May 15th, with a capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to 
adopt an agreement with А. Reiner, and to acquire and turn to account any 
inventionsrelating to putting ap and working private telephones, Ac. The first 
subscribers (each with one share) are: A. Reiner, Dashwood House, E.C., 
merchant; А. E. Whipp, 61, Mark Lane, E.C.. shipping agent; R. T. Beard, 49, 
Clova Road, Forest Gate, contractor; Т. A. Beard, 201, Romford Road, Forest 
Gate, lighterman; W. H. Feltham, 87, Tooley Street, S. H., manufacturer: and 
Н. Field, Keyser's Royal Hotel, Blackfriars, E. C., manufacturer. No initial 
public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than three nor more 
than seven; the first are А. E. Whipp, S. Taylor, W. Н. Feltham, E. Atkins, 
E. A. Gibsons, E. Н. Lamb and A, Reiner; remuneration as fixed by the com- 
pany. Registered office, Dashwood House, E.C, 


South African Works Syndicate, Limited a 3,720). This 
company was registered on Мау l4th, with a capital of 25, in £1 shares, to 
carry on the business of manufacturers of rolling stock, railway and tramway 
appliances, engines, machinery and plant of every description, iron and steel 
manufacturers and founders, engineers and contractors for railways, tramways, 
and all kinds of works and undertakings, to establish and maintain rail and 
tramroads, producers and suppliers of electricity for the purposes of light, heat 
or power, telegraph and telephone systems, &v.. Tho first subscribers (each with 
one share) аге: €. Bassett, ПЯ, Godolphin Road, Shepherd's Bush, W., clerk ; 
J. L.. Lenirs, 180, Tresillian Road, Lewisham, S.B., clerk; I. A. J. Smith, 75, 
Glengarry Road, East. Dulwich, S. F., clerk; W. Nicholls, 81, Melgund Road, 
Highbury, N.: W. Howard, Princes Road, Buckhurst Hill, Essex, clerk; G. J. 
Smith, 2, Grosvenor Terrace, Station Raad, Sidcup, clerk; and W. Tansley, 101, 
Blackheath Hill. S.E., clerk. No initial public issue. The number of directors 
is not to be less than two nor more than five; the subscribers are to appoint the 
first; qualification and remuneration to be fixed by the company. hezictered 
otlice, 110, Cannon Street, Б.С. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Crystal Palace District Electric: Supply Company, Limited 
(18,582).—This company's annual return was filed on April 2nd, when 47,859 
shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £75,000 in 75,000 shares of £1 
each. £1 per share has been called up on 2,859, resulting in the receipt of 
£2,859. 45,000 shares are considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, £50,000. 


Direct Spanish Telegraph Company, Limited (6,732 C.).— 
This company's annual return was filed on April 16th, when 12,931 ordinary and 
6,000 preference shares were taken пр out of a nominal capital of £95,000 in 
13,000 ordinary and 6 000 preference shares of £5 each. £5 has been called up, 
resulting in the receipt of £91,655. No mortgages or charges. 


Electric Works Company, Limited (55,892). — This com- 
pany's annual return was filed on May 14th, when 507 shares were taken up 
out of а nominal capital of .£10,000 in 10,000 shares of £1 each, 3s. per share 
has been called up on 500, and nothingon seven shares, resulting in the receipt 
of £75. Mortgages and charges- nil. 


CITY NOTES. 


Northern Counties Electricity Supply Company. 


Tue directors of this company have just issued their first annual 
report to the end of the year 1901. This states that the capital 
issued is 100,000 ordinary shares of £1 each, and was allotted in 
February, 1901, consisting of 4,000 shares issued as fully paid, and 
96,000 shares on which 5s. per share was paid. “During the year 
works have been in course of construction at Blyth, Cowpen, and 
Spennymoor, and designas bave been made for the Alnwick and 
Hebburn stations. The expenditure on these amounted to 
£22,130 11s. 5d. to December 31st, 1901. The Blyth and Cowpen 
works began the supply of current to consumers about the end of 
the year, and since then steady progress has been made. Spenny- 
moor is very nearly ready to supply, Alnwick is expected to be 
ready about the end of July, and Hebburn before the end of the 
year. The six provisional orders referred to in the prospectus 
have been duly transferred to the company, viz. South Blyth, 
Cowpen, Spennymoor, Barnard Castle, Malton and Thirsk. The 
other eight orders pending at the date of the issue of the pro- 
spectus were duly obtained in the 1901 Session of Parliament, viz., 
Alnwick, Annfield Plain, Consett, Benfieldside, Shildon, Hands- 
worth, Norton and Pickering. The company has entered into a 
contract for working the provisional order held by the Hebburn 
Urban District Council, and application has been made for pro- 
visional orders for additional places in the colliery districts of North- 
umberland and Durham, while a Northumberland Tramways Bill is 
being promoted by the company. Since the end of the year the 
company has secured a transfer of the Whitley and Monkseaton 
provisional order, and has entered into a contract for working the 
Felling provisional order held by the Felling Urban District 
Council, similar to the contract for working Hebburn, with which 
it will be combined. It will therefore be seen that the company 
is already practically in possession of an extensive business, and 
the directors hope as soon as operations shall have been fairly 
begun that good and profitable results will follow." 


Prospectus, 


THE Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply Corporation, 
Limited, has issued a prospectus inviting subscriptions to a new 
issue of 40,000 City Undertaking " 43 per cent. cumulative prefer- 
ence shares of £5 each at par. The dividend on these shares will 
be payable exclusively out of the net profits of the corporation's City 
Undertaking, and of any present or future investments by the cor- 
poration in the share capital of the Charing Cross and City Electric 
Company, Limited. As against these protits the City Undertaking 
preference shares will bave an absolute priority over all other shares 
іп the company. The total nominal amount of the City Under- 
taking preference shares is limited to £400,000. In the event of 
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the net profits from the City Undertaking being insufficient to pro- 
vide these dividends for the period ending December 31st, 1903, 
aDy such insufficiency will be made up out of the net profits of the 
other undertakings of the corporation, after providing for the 
dividend cn the 44 per cent. preference shares of the general 
undertaking. | 

The capital already expended on the undertaking amounts to 
£645,060, and £300,000 is required to complete the buildings, 
machinery and mains. The capacity of the system will then be 
375,000 8-c.P. lamps, and the trunk mains and station buildings 
will suffice for the supply to (00,000 lamps. The number of 
Jamps already connectcd in the City area amounts to 79,000, while 
21,000 have been contracted for, and contracts for 120,000 more are 
in course of negotiation, making a total of 220,000 lamps. 

The directors do not propose to go to allotment unless subscrip- 
tions are received for the whole issue. 

The list opened on Wedr exday last and closes to-night. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending May 
23rd were £993; oorresponding week last year, £691; increase, £302. Total 
to date, £13,403; corresponding period last year, £12,055; increase, £1,748. 
Miles of, track open, 1]. 

Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 24th were £1,357; corresponding week last year, £482; increase, 
£925. Total receipta to date, £6,227; corresponding period last year, 
46, 131; increase, £1,096. 

Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 23rd were £5,779 ; corresponding period last year, £4,680; increase. 

British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending May 16th :— 


comparison І No Aggregate. 
with corres- “зл шыш ne а = 
Company. Amount ponding week Я 
of last year, Nees. Amount.| Inc. ог Dec. 
| = 

& £ | -£ £ + 2 — E 

Devonport* .. - 406 — — | 19 7,7 87 — — 
Dudley Stourbridge 611 p | 194 12,778 | 2096 | — 
Gateshead! . .. 691 255 — 19: 12,564 328 — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 598 313 = 19 8,015 4,535 — 
Hartlepool ..  ..: 226 — — H } QRO | * 281 — 
Kidderminster ..| 108 as 18 | 19. 1,933 133 | — 
Merthyr; os уә 184 — 63 , 19 8,704 — 536 
Middleton? 272 — — 7: 2,111 — — 
Oldham Ashton soo | — | 1 | if 9.28 — | = 
Poole] .. x 93 22h — 47 19. 4,076 — 9 
Potteries ee ee | 1427 10 — 1‹ 26,968 1,055 — 
Soutbport АР as 220 — 9 19 8,817 896 — 
South Staffordshire! 738 — 54 19 14,248 586 — 
Swansea 443 29 | — | 19% | 8,069 752 — 
'Taunton* a e» 66 — — 19 1,079 — — 
Tynemouth’ .. T 202 — 28 19 9,595 203 — 
Wolverhampton Dist. 185 81 — 194 2,620 1,682 — 


* Not in operation last year. + Partly steam. [| Comparison from A pril 5th only. 
$ Comparison from March 18th only. * Comparison from May 8th only. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending May 24th were 
£6,899; corresponding week last year, £6,166; increase, £733. Total 
receipts to date, £110,668; corresponding period last year, £180,108; in- 
crease, £10,565. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The гесеры for the week ending 
May 25th were £2,834; corresponding week last year, £1,845; inorease, 
£1,039. Total receipts to date (21 weeks), £62,170; corresponding period last 
year, £41,612; increase, £20,458. Miles open, 6}; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. — The receipts for the week ending May 
17th were 4189 8s. 6d.; corresponding weck last year, £198 4s. 104d.; in- 
crease, £l Bs. 744. Total to date, £3,560 13s. 1d. : corresponding period 
last year, £3,456 1s. 10!d.; increase, £104 8s. 23d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run. 1902, 5.105; 1901, 5,071, Number of cars, 11. Week ending 
May 24th, £759 0s. 01d. ; corresponding week last year, £904 158, 41d.; in- 
crease, £54 ds. Pd. Total to date, £3,819 135.130. ; corresponding period 
last year, £3.661 Os. 3d.; increase, £158 198, 104d. Car miles run, 1902, 
6,221; 1901, 6.094. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending May 
28га were as follows: D. U. T. Co., £4,016 13s. 6d.; D. B. D. Co. £1,499 4s. 6d. ; 
total, £5,515 18s. 0d.; corresponding week last vear—D.U.T. Co., £3,853 
hp. 8d.; D. B. D. Co., £966 128. 3d.; total, £4,819 17s. 11d.; increase, £696 
Os. Id.; aggregate to date, £87,193 Ов. 7d.; Inst year, £82,715 58. Bd.; 
increase, 44, 477 14s, 11d. Mileage worked, 46. (Whitsuntide, 1902.) 


Kast Ham Tramwaye.—The receipts for week ending May 24th were £592 
8s, 111d. ; total to date, £17,513 19s. 104d. Started running June 22nd, 1901. 
Car miles run, 11,893, Number of cars, average 18. 


Glasgow Corporation Tramwnys.—For week ending May 24th, £11,940 9s. 1d., 
compared with £11,835 11e. 6d. for same period in previous year. Aggregate 
to date since June Ist, 1901, £601,049, соп:рагєа with £475,834 for same 
period in previous year. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway. — The receipts for the week ending May 
25th were £1,797; corresponding week last year, £1,565; increase, £932, 
Total to date £29,447; corresponding period last year, £32,376; decrease, 
£2,4¢9. Miles open, 6 miles 57 chains. 


Sunderland Corporation Tramways.—Week ending May 25th, £1,488 2s. 1d.; 
total to date, 48.578 16s. 41d. Miles open, 1757. Number of cars, 38. 


STOCES AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
With the “Assurance of Peace" іп the hopeful air, a sudden 
revival of business has sprung up in nearly all the Stock Exchange 
departments. Consols and Kaffirs are, of course, principally 
affected, but the strength of the first has brought about a renewal 


of interest in home rails, so that even Waterloo and City stock has 
risen a point. The extraordinary vivacity of the Kaffir Circus, on 
the other hand, is diverting attention from the miscellaneous 
market, and although the electricity supply department is fairly 
busy, the trade is of too retail a character to exert any particular 
influence over prices. Hence it comes about that our list is almost 
destitute of change, the fluctuations being countable on the fingers 
only of one hand. Nor аге there many variations to record in the 
telegraph list. 


Metropolitan shares continue to occupy the premier position so 
far as speculation goes in the supply section. Business in Mets.” 
is more active than it is in any of the other shares, but, despite the 
nearness of the time for publication of the arbitrator's award, tbe 
quotation hangs steadily around 17, which is £1 above the price 
ruling at the beginning of May.' Edmundson's Ordinary are in good 
demand, but the Preference shares keep dull at 6}. 


Charing Cross and Strand are unchanged upon the appearance of 
the City undertaking prospectus, the advent of which we announced 


‘last week. By the way, some of our technical contemporaries should 


really be more careful to get their facta right when writing about 
coming issues, because wild guesses which turn out to be incorrect 
might easily prejudice the success of any company in placing new 
shares. Up to the present, a small nominal premium has been 
established upon the new City undertaking Preference shares, which 
appear to be a good investment, well secured both as to interest and 
capital. 

It did not take long for the new issue of Colombo Electric Tram- 
ways Debenture stock to be subscribed, and we understand that the 
whole amount offered (£100,000) was covered by applications on 
the first day of the prospectus’ advertisement. A 5 per cent. 
Debenture stock at par cannot be regarded as gilt-edged, but the 
stock makes a fair speculative investment to which no great risk is 
attached. The British Insulated Wire 44 percent. Debenture stock, 
which has been offered this week at par, labours under the dis- 
advantage of comparison with the existing stock of similar descrip- 
tion, which is quoted in the market at 101 to 104. As it can be bought 
about 103, and carries five months’ dividend in the price, it cannot 
be said that there is much inducement to subscribe for the new, 
but possibly the Telegraph Manufacturing shareholders will assist 
in getting the stock placed. The statement of a financial journal 
that the existing Debentures were quoted at a small discount was 
evidently a slip. 


Of the slight advance in Waterloo and City stock, mention has 
already been made. Central London issues are virtually unaltered, 
but for the Ordinary stock buyers have to pay very nearly the top 
price named in the Official List. It is generally expected that the 
dividend for the first six months of the current year will be 4 per 
cent.; this, of course, being the “lean” half of the railway twelve- 
month. The drastic doings of Lord Windsor’s Tube Committee 
have had no effect upon Stock Exchange prices, although perhaps 
the rise to 1064 of London United Tramways Debenture stock may 
be traceable to the passing of the preamble of the line from 
Hammersmith to Palmer’s Green. This scheme is under the «gis 
of the London United Electric Railway, whose connection with 
the Tramway Company is almoet that of a child to ita parent. 
Metropolitan Consolidated is strong at 83, but there is not much 
spring in Districts at 33. 


British Westinghouse Debenture stock is growing scarce, and the 
price has improved to 3 premium; the Preference at 5% have 
recovered the dividend. A good deal of business is passing in 
British Electric Tractions, and there is a possibility that the quota- 
tion may go to 15 before long. Nearly all the American shares 
bave now been disposed of, and the market is all the stronger for 
it; the Preference are ] up. National Telephone descriptions are 
irregular, the weakness of the Deferred stock being offset by a 
small rise in the Third Preference shares. Potteries Debenture at 
1084 are two points better. 


In the Telegraph department, Eastern Extensions are firmly 
upheld, but their strength fails to communicate itself to Fastern 
Telegraph Ordinary. The cable companies are being begged 
privately and publicly to adopt some of the many wireless systems 
befcre the Americansstep in amd buy up tbe patents. We can 
hardly imagine that the level-headed and practical Telegraph 
directorates would take any notice of these suggestions, Marconi 
shares are listless at about 3}, and do not look as tbough 
they had much more rise left in them. West Indian issues are 
again unchanged, despite the Guatemala, Martinique, and St. 
Vincent visitations, but Cuba Telegrapbs are harder on the assump- 
tion that the island will go ahead again now that its modified inde- 
pendence has just been oflicially recognised by the United ^tates, 
whose citizens seem to have about as much aptitude for colonisation 
as our Teutonic brothers possess. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL COMPANIES. —TELEGRAFH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


P - ; ОР ivi t Closing Closing durin 
Issue, rd since) telas tree years, | зано | ier | "Мар, 
1902, 
; - 1899. | 1900. löl = ~~ | Hagnest, | Lowest. 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. * - * | 100 | ... T | . | 99 —103 99 —103 гае see 
25,000 | Amazon Telegraph Co.’s shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... jew | Д0]. ое T КТ 33— 44 34— 44 m es 
119,7007| Amazon Telegraph 5 95 Debs., Nos. 1 to 1, 250 Red. «oe | 100 | ... Sas 70 — 80 70 — 80 
804,720 | Anglo-American Telegraph ... ^ Stock 73/6 | 34% 61. ls. | 44 — 47 44 — 47 T Te 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6 95 Pret. өөө өө „ Stock 6 % | 6 @ 6 % | 88 — 90 88 — 90 895 | 88 
8,097,640 Do. do. Deferred - 500 ^ |Btock|£1 78. | 58. 28. 7 — 7} 7 — 74 7 
44,000 | Chili Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000  ... 500 сә -— 545 5 % bis 34— 4 34— 4 
18,333,3008| Commercial Cable „ч $100 18%! s „. 150 —160 [150 —160 m of 
1,741,0291 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 4 at Deb. Stock Red. Stock ips * | 93 — 96 93 — 96 96 94 
16,000 | Ouba Telegraph - 107 . YT 4 — bxd| 44— 54 IE bu 
6,000 Do. 10% Pret. е ane - - Bel ME бән .. | 124—134xd) 124— 134 
12,931 | Direct Spanish ieee ves о ‚өө - oon 545147 .. 2b — 34 2à— 34 
6,000 Do, do. 2 Pref. ... sos - EA ein T * 84— 93 84— 93 
80,0007 Do. do. “a pa Due. MU с .. | 98 —102 %| 99 —102 
60,7101 Direct United States Cable 20 | 3439513196 | a 94— 103 94— 104 
Direct West India Cable, 43 Re Deb, “within 
101,306: { i Re oA ed } 100 | .. „„ |99 —102 | 99 —102 Ss, qwe. 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Stock - eee өөө „ (Stock) 7 7% | ... |117 —127 117 —127 121.1 313 
1,930, 807 Do. 2 Pref. Stock ке - »» | 100 | ... 81 * | 85 — 88 86 — 89 88 871 
1,432, 2682 Do. Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... „Stock ius .. [106 —110 xd|106 —110 109 | 1074 
$00,000 | Eastern Extension, 3 and China Telegraph  ... | 10 7 % 75 17 95 | 124— 134 | 124— 133 13} | 124 
820,0007 Do. 4% Deb. Btock ... 5 Stock РФ 107 —112 |106 —110 1084 : 
Eastern and Bouth African Tel h, 4 Ф Mort. eb. i " " 
800,0007 slegraph, gi Deb, 100 54%, e] |99—102 | 99 —102 
200,000 Do. 4 95 Reg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8, 000 ә с4а „ | 99 —102 J 99 —102 585 ; 
180,227 | Globe Telegraph and Trust ... - - 10 54% 47 8— 9 8 — 9 Sta; 88 
180,042 Do. do, 6% Pret. one - TEN UE tos * | 124-- 134 | 124— 133 13% | 124 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of ЧЕ ГУЫ 10-| s 15525 н [26 — 28 26 — 28 Eis SY 
Halifax and Bermuda Osble, 44 lst Mort, Debs., 
75,000 within Nos. 1 to 1,200, sa) 200 | .. an * | 99 —103 99 —103 
17,000 do-Ewropean Telegraph  ... TA 25 10 Ф 10 Ф 10 % | 87 — 41xd| 37 — 41 384 * 
100, 000 London Platino-Brasilian Telegraph, 6 y 4 Debs. „ | 200 | ss өөө à 100 —1C4 100 — 104 T - 
72,680 | Montevideo Telephone, Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 72,680 . 1 nr МЕ — 4 i- 4 an f 
86.492 Do. do. do. 5% Pref., Nos. 1 to 86, 492 1/5 өө i— 1 f— 1 ees ec 
983,333 | National Telephone, Pref. Stock  ... 100|5%|5% |5 $ | 95 — 99 95 — 99 y | 
200,000 Do Pref. shares s . * ра 34 38 | 31— 38 31— 38 3 ^ 
1,966,667 Do Def. Stock se uis eas sss | 100 ie 60 |64 xd 55 — 59 53 — 57 544 34 
15,000 Do. 6 % Oum. lst Prei. * „108 6 6% |12 — 14 12 — 14 ue - 
15,000 Do. 6 95 Cum. 2nd Pref. ... 10 | 6 ^ 6 1 6% | 12 — 14 12 — 14 
250,000 Do. 5 95 Non-cum. 3rd Pret., 1 to 250, 000 515 5 5% | 4i— 54 5 — 65} 54 
2,000,000 Do, 84 % Deb. Btock Red. - Stock 34% 40 34% | 94 — 97 94 — 97 
500,0007 Do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red.. Ee 100| ... | 4 4 €, |103 —107 103 —107 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec., Nos. 1 to 171, 504, tully paid 15 616 168 H— I4,xd| 14— 1) 
100 0007 Pacific and European Tel., 4 % ae Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... | 100 | ... ‘a .. | 99 —102 | 99 —102 
11 1839 | Reuter’s.. T ee 8|5%|5% све 7— 8 7— 8 
3,303 Bubmarine Cables Trust sas - өө ese see | OGEE.| ces - * |110 —120 110 —120 
58,000 United River Plate Telephone Pes Жк 5» АЖ ves ve 44— 5 44— 5 
40,006 Do. do. 5% Cum. pret. Mon 146000). |ы. | м low T 44— 5 
179,9471 Do. do, 5 % Debs. . s „ Stock * .. |103 — 106 |103 —106 
155,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 95 Debs... 60 es | 2100 | ooo (e ,.. | 99 —102 99 —102 
80,008 | West Coast of America, Nos. 1—30, 000 and 53, 001 —89, 008 | 24 | .. - iva — i— d 
150,0007 Do. do. 4% Dets., 1—1,500 gua. by Bras. Bub. Tel | 100 | ... 82 199 —102 99 —102 Y «i 
207,930 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., Nos. 1—207,930 . s - 1.420199 17 4.1 z [11$ 101 ЕТУУ | 1948! tas 
75,0001 Do do. 5 95 Debs. 2nd series, 1906 „ | A90 | «е - *. |102 —105 102 —105 T TA 
848,7771 Do. do, 4 % Deb. Stock Red. өөө „‚ | 100 ose T 8 99 —102 99 —102 1014 | 1004 
88,321 | West India and Panama Telegraph .. T n 10| 895] ... 06 1— 1 4— 1 T? » 
84,563 Do. do, do. 6 9 Саш. Ist Pret. 10. 9 е7 63 — 6 51- 55 51 
4,669 | Do. do. do. 6 95 Oum. 2nd Pret. . IDE ues d sen po | 3à— 44 | 34— 44 |... | 
80,0002 Do do do. 5 Ф Deba.. Nos. 1 to 1.800 | 100 | | 101 —104 101 — 104 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. -ij .. Ў Vu i— — 2 . 
100,000 Го. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certa. 100 | ... sve *. |100 —104 100 —104 А 
19,661 T 5 5 6 Ф d * 8 * 9 — 9i 84— 9} 
30 ,000 do. 7% Oum. Pref.... b eee 82 — 93 81— 94 
50,000 Do. do. % Cum. Pref. b eee eee ee 5 — 53 51— 58 DA 
250,000 a i er Жс ox 4% Deb. Stock Red. 100 $3 5i à 105 —107 |105 —107 at 
84,000 ty y: een [ril [Ill eee b 4 b — 5} 5 — 54 eee 
150,000; Ро. до. до. Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock ave *. |110 —113 110 —113 Те 
70,579 City of London Electric Lighting, 40,001—110,579... | 10 | 4 & 0 & 5 V8 — 9 8 — 9 sisi 
40,000 Do. : Oum. ‚1 to 000 . 10 6 6 eos 12 —e 18 12 — 13 ee 
400,000; Do. Dob. Btock, Встір. (iss. at £115) all peid Wc] We vis . |123 —128  |123 —128 06 852 
200,000 Do. 43, 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 | ... vue .. |108 —106 |103 —106 is vds 
40,000 o of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. „Ота. 1— 40,000 | 10 | 4 4 4% 8 — 9 74— 84 des " 
20,000 do. do. 6 Ф Pref., ' 40,001— 60,000 10 | 6 6 .. | 12 — 13 12 — 13 988 pu 
400,000! x 44 Deb. Btock, Prov. Оегы (all paid) Ва. ee еве eee eee toe 107 —110 108 —111 eee oee 
85,500 Bdmundson's Oorp., Ord. Bhares [II eee II b 6 96 7 y 4 eee 61— 62 01— 62 os Й 
20,000 2: 6 Ф Cum. Pref. eee eee eee bee eos eee 6 — €i 53— 6 ees ТТ! 
120,000; 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock.. | 100 | ... 85 .. {107 —110 107 —110 vee 855 
21,000 Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Ord. — ... 5 | 11% | 12% | 10% | 10 — 11 10 —11 "nt i 
90,000 do. 4% Deb. Stock Btock| ... ies . {101 —104 |101 —104 888 ses 
110,000 London Electric Bupply a Limited, Ord.  ... 3| .. s T 1j— 12 11— 13 | 
49,840 ti do. do. 6 95 Pret. b bee 900 eee 4 — 4i 4 — 4i 
250,0002 do. 8 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Bd. |Btock| ... s .. | 95 —100 95 —100 ies s 
98,769 ше ТРА Electric Bupply, 101 to 62,500 10 5 P 6 Ф | 68% | 164— 174 | 164— 173 174 | 17 
220,0007 Do. 4% Mortgage Debentare Stock eec 606 eee eee 111 —115 111 —115 ITI ene 


Unless otherwise all shares Dividends 
1 A are fally paid, [| a paid in delere 2 prodi being send na anal, 


| are tes a yeas consisting of tho ми ene rone and the Gust pant 


eh за 8 2 ВЪЗ 


—— 4. -— -- 
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BHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL OOMPANTES.— Continued. Е 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. | 


Present MEME Dividends for rey Business done 
ш нама — | rio | queso | ask endog 
1809. | 1900, | 1901. пет | гга 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 бене Preb zi " „% ugs M RV CRM: M nur Nis 
800,0007 Do. do. 16 Mort. Deb. вої Red. eee eee eee eee 86 — 90 86 — 90 eee еөз 
62,074 | British Electric ca EA s * 9 9| .. | 18h— 14 | 193— 14 | 14 | 133 
90,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pret. • oe eee eee vee eee 1291— 122 124— 13 122 126 
600,0601 Do. do. 5 & Perpetual Debenture Stock eS] | e 194—127 [194—127 |126 | .. 
70,000 Insulated Wire Ord. ove eee oe oe ee 20 V 15 % 10 % 8 -— 9 8 = 9 aoe eos 
70,000 Do. do. 6 Cum. Pref. eee eee eee 00» eee ven 54— 52 54 — 52 eae wos 
50,000 Browett, Lindley & Co. 1699), ON ay a - ids 8 .. | 188. to 15s. | 13s to 155. RA 
50,000 |T Oum. Pre. . | 6 16/6 to 17/0 | 16/6 to 17/0 i 
105,731 | Brush Elect. Enging., Ord., 1 to 168, ESL ho Сы 99 P 5%| Nil | à— 1 
150,000 Do. do. Non-cun. 6 % Pref 95 А 6 6 3 | 14— 12 13 - 5i 12 os 
125, 0607 Do. do. 44 Perp b. Stock eee eee ee eee —104 01 —104 • 
125, 0002 Do. do. 44 . 2nd Deb. Btock [II TI [II] ooo 97 —100 95 —100 г. eon 
30,000 Callender’s Oable Construction „Nos. 1—30, 0000 5 15 Ф 16 V. |17 — 18 17 — 18 174 | 17% 
40,000 Do. do. b y А Cum. Pref. eee [IIl eee vee 54— 6 54— 6 6 eee 
90,0002 Do. do. 44 ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red oar eos oe een 111 —115 111 —115 oe aoe 
1,969,800 Central London Railwa г Stock eee eee 00е 909 cos 4 103 —106 103 —106 1052 105 
440,100 Do, do. 4 4% Pref, Stockg .. we | ae 4 91103 —106 103 —106 1053 105 
440, 100 Do. do. do. eee eee eee eee ee 4 100 —103 100 —103 1023 1014 
855,000 | City and Bouth London Railway - T er - 13 12%) 2 9| 73 — 75 71 — 74 75 72 


54,000 | Crompton & Oo., Nos. 1 to 54,000 


it € А 71 8 „B 3 — 34 9 — 34 37 32 
b V 1st ort. Beg. Debs., 1 to 900 of ` 


100,000 ч £100, and 901 to 11, 000 of £50 red [TI eee eee | 108 —108 у А 103 —108 V eee eee 
99,261 Edison & Swan Utd. El. Let., “ A" shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 6 24 í— i— Д " 
17,139 Do. do. do. "A" Shares, 01—017,139  ... 6 24 2— 3 2 — 83 è ; 

844,029: Do. do. do. 4 95 Deb. Stock Red n А s 75 — 80 75 — 80 “a 

100,0002 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. ai dn T i 82 — 87 82 — 87 . è 

112,100 | Electric Oonstruction, 1 to 112,100 ... - "3 6% 6% 11— 1 11— 1 14 
91, 390 Do. do. Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... ге Pes : 23— 3 3 і .. 

182, "5001 Do. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Steer sus 955 e i 97 —101 97 —101 : 

18, 000 General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 V Cum. Pref. ТҮ ee ene [T oe 93— 103 92— 103 ace ee 

150, 000 Do. do. 4 Ф Mort. Deb. ... "T" TT oes ws 98 —101 98 — 101 is $a 
35,000 Henley's (W. T.) Telegraph Works, “as [Ir eee эө» 5 15 20 20 * 17 — 18 17 — 18 174, see 
85, 000 Do. do. do. 4 eg: [Ir 4i 44 eee 54— 6 54— 6 oe eee 
50,0002 Do. do. do. ort. Deb. Stock eee eee eee 111 —115 111 —115 eee [TY 
50,000 | India-Rabber, oer ч там h Works ses 10 Y 10 P. | 21 — 22 21 — 82 217249 

800,0003 Do. do. ist M ort. Deb... Я ixi us re 99 —102 99 —102 үя ses 
87,500 |f Liverpool 5 Railway, 0 aes vs s bee 38%] 38%) 14%] 443 — 428 | 448 - 41 eis 
10,000 t Do. do. Pref., £10 paid eee eee 5 eee Cee 104 — 11 10$4— T1 eee ees 

7, 500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 1y 500 eee eee eee 6 [III 153— 163 154—164 Ir өө» 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref.. “© sis jas — .. 19/0 to 20/0 885 
$7,850 Telegraph Construction and tenance ... ө. 15 125 20 [4 34 — 37 94 — 37 364] .. 

150,0001 Do. 4 Y Deb. Ваа. Мов. 1 to 1, 500 Red. 1909 eee eee eee eee 103 —106 103 —106 een eae 
25,000 | Telegraph керы Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 T" 5 | 19 12 | ... 10 — 11 ха! 10 — 11 10} E 
20,000 Do. do. 5 95 Om. Ри. м Кю Кы, 54— 6 51— 6 à 

640,000 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock ... IL 3 * 3 * 3 91 91 — 94 | 92 — 95 

+ Quotations op Liverpool Stoch Exchange. | Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. $ From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Consolidated Teleph Construction and Maintenance, N- · Oldham, Ashton, and E Bleotric (410 Ord., 144—1 
National Electric jo Wiring, —1. bo. ' ict Bret. Li p4.), 106100. 
* From Bimingbem Sbare List From Manchester Bhare List. Benk rate of discount 3 per cent. (February 6th. 1902). 
i MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, May 28th. 
"CHEMICALS, &o. This week.| Last week. о. or Deo. METALS, &o, (eontinued.) | This week.] Last week. Ino. or Dec. 
A ay H a hl ri oe ee owt, е . ee b ee ee ee t £269 269 СЕЈ 

с. íi : Nlirio 158 in ee ee Per owt aj. aj. ee ; ` T [EJ Per ton £69 £60 ee 

в „% Oxalic T T „ рег сті. 82/- 83/- ee © n "Eleetrolytic) Bars ee per ton £68 68 - 

в IT] Sulphuric . e oo e. per owt. 6/6 6/6 eo e [TY 91 eotes ee per ton £76 #15 oe 

в Ammoniac, Sal. per owt. 42'. 42,- $6 n " es рет ton £68 £68 oe 

: Ammonia, Muriate (сўм): ee per ton. A88 10 A88 10 ee e э ae Н.О. Wire per lb. 8d. 8d. ee 

ee рег ton > Ebonite ной. es e. >» per lb. 8/. 8. ee 

: Bleachin ; powder us „ рег ton 21 T / Shee „„ per lb. . 87 ee 

в Bisulpbide of Carbon . per ton 215 £15 se a German Bilver Wie >. 2 per lb. 1 16 ee 
в Boraz а ee per ton 218 £18 oe А Gutta-percha fine. ee ee per lb. F C we 

: Bensole % 8 05, „„ „. per gal. JE 3/- T h Indis-rubber, Para hne per Ib. 8/04 8/1 to 8/14 deo. 

Jeo ee ee per gal. 8/6 om vs Iron, Charcoal] Sheets .. per ton #15 8 МИ 

P Copy er Sulphate T „ per ton #19 £19 {4 , Pig (Cleveland warrants per ton 49,6 49/1 54. inc. 

a Lead, Nitrate... oe ee per ton 894 494 ., „ Forgings, лен to per ton| Frcm £11 | From 411 ae 

: i ' White Sugar.  .. per ton 481 481 95 6 Scrap, he e. рег ton] 47/6 to 60/- | 47/6 to 50/- © 

a в Métbylated вр * T өө с Р к 2 ae oo € 4, Wire, ыза сй No. 8 .. per ton £9 16 21 un M B " 

P Po vis M y D casks.. per А ва. ва. T - 9 Bbeet T ee per ton £18 £18 E 

e n Caustic (15/009) .. рег ton A94 494 66 = Mangenin "Wire No. 8 per lb. 8/- 85 T 

10 n „„ per ton £86 #85 ae g Mer „ Fer bot. 48 15 £8 15 s 

á 8hellece .. „ per owt, 115/- 115;- А" 4 Mica ‘in original cases), emall oe рег Ib.] 84, to 98. | Bà. vo 9d. ve 

а Bulr hate of Magn nesia . ee per ton 44 10 44 10 T d n ee m еше per Ib. 1/9%о099 | 1/9 to 29/9 aM 

a Sulpbur, Boblimed Flowers .. per ton £5 5 £6 5 ө 4 per lb. | 8/8 to / to 15 oe 

: " irte: T: ee per ton 45 10 £5 10 RS Р Phosphor x Bronne, pain oe casi ings per Ib. IId. to 1,2 IId. to 1/2 T 

Lom ee per ton #5 £6 oe p per lb, - to 1/8 - to 1/8 ее 

6 Bode, Cannio (white 70%) .. per ton 210 16 216 15 is » " " sirip A sheet per lb, | Frcm 1/3 1/2 is 

a ae ee рег юп 48 48 А о Platinom die „ рег ов. 24 1 £4 1 ve 

a B д casks — .. per Ib, 93d. ма. T Silicium Bronse Wire perib.| 93. to /- 9e. 0 1/- v 

Steel, Magnet, acc'ü'ng to deseo p'n per ton From £16 to 440 Nd 
METALS. &o. $ u м in bare ee s. ran T 
о 

b Aluminiom Ingots, in ton lots рег en 242 2148 - 9 Tin, block .. .. о о pertoni] 4186 £187 Ue 

b и ip ton Jots per ton 2994 2994 m 4 » foil өө ee per Ib. 1/6 1/6 ee 

b n Bheet, in tom lote per ton 8191 191 eo wire, Nos, 1 to "16 ee eo per lb. 1/9 19 ie 

p Babbise's metal ingois.. — . per on 440 to £110 440 to aito) .. p White Anti - frietion Metals — 

e Brees (rolled meta) to 19") basis per Ib. d. d. es " White Ant” brand .. es per don] £85 to £65 | £36 to £6) Фё 

в Торе (brased) .. e. per 1р, d. i d § Yarns, 2/100 Grey Cotton, ор spis per Ib. Sd. 1а. ‘ee 

6 " , ефе drawn) ee per Id. 7 0 d. ee 1 м des „ ех ee per lb. а. өө 

6 LITT ў as dine ee ee per Ib, d. 7d. ee r] м "19 Ibs. Russian ee per Id. 54 d. 4 M. ee 

: Oovrer Tr orason] ee Por Ib, dad. 854 5s 1 н 1? | ы Russian, single .. per lb. 4£d. 4 RM 

(s01id drawn) .. per ib. 9d. $ ais { ba, Juse rove .. per ton] 41026 £10 26 sə 
; Copper Bars (best selected) .. perton £69 £69 e Etc, Bh». (Vielle Montagne bad.) perton| £22 10 £32 10- А 
2 e e Con Lu "заде e eee fel e 
Quotations e Britis 15 UR DII O. Quotations eker. James akspeare. о Quotations m Messrs. ver " 
supplied Jr Messe; E. Wiggins & é Bons | applied s Mesar ae supplied H: Mese Jolson, Маны i Co, Dd 


e Messrs, Frederick Smith & Co, j Messrs. Walter H. Hindley & Co. р The Phospbor Bronge Company, Ltd. 


Bacancown Passunt in Trousanos or Vo. T8 


Vol 50. No. 1,279, May 30, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


016 


INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
| By A. C. EBOBALL. 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


(Continued from page 876.) 


THE queation of the armature core of standard generators can 
next be considered. Apart from such considerations as the shape 
and number of the slote, the slot insulation, &c , one or two points 
connected with the general arrangement of the core may be noted. 
The insulation of the individual stampings from one another is 
always effected in modern machines by means of thin paper pasted. 
on the iron sheets previous to stamping; tissue paper made from 
wood pulp is to be preferred for this purpose, as it can be sub- 
jected to great heat and pressure without charring. With modern 
\ 


methods * of pasting the paper on the iron sheeting, the space loss, 


due to the paper, is not more than 10 per cent. It ie also unneces- 
вагу, as a rule, to touch the slots with a tool after the core has 
been put together, as the slots line up quite truly without this, and 
are practically ready to receive the tubes or troughs of insulating 
material. 

When aseembling the stampings in the armature case, it is neces- 
sary to prevent the core from bulging, and to centie it properly ; 
for this reason suitable provision should be made in the case for 
ensuring this. Referring to the design shown in fig. 2, for instance, 
it will be seen that dove-tailed shaped pieces are provided in the 
casing, which fit into corresponding grooves in the outer periphery 
of the core, and thus the correct position of the latter is assured. 
A similar arrangement is used in the large generator shown in 
fig. 3, the complete armature details of which are given in fig. 5. 

The armature cores of large generators should always be bored 
out in the position they have to be ultimately erected in. If, for 
instance, a large armature is bored when in a horizontal position, 
no matter how stiftly it may be constructed, it will become consider- 
ably distorted when placed vertically in the pit, for it is then acted 
on by its own weight. It would generally be possible to correct 
the distortion and to adjust the air-gaps to equality all round, 
owing to the special arrangements provided with such large 
machines, which have already been referred to, but (just as in 
other classes of large engineering work) it is always preferable to 
machine the parts in the position they will have to be placed in 
afterwards. 

With regard to the slots in the armature core, both the shape 
&nd number (pér pole per phase) of these depend on the duty of 
the generator and the views of the individual designer. Without 
discussing these points in detail, it may be pointed out that the 
great disadvantage of pure hole windings is that the coils have to 
ve hand wound, and, in the autbor's opinion, for this reason alone, 
such windings will be comparatively rarely used in the future. 
The modern tendency in this country is to use either bar windings 
ur former-wound coils, depending upon the size of the generator 
and the nature of the work it has to do. The practical advantages 
of such windings, both from the manufacturer's and user's point 
of view, are so considerable that the disadvantages appear small 
in comparison. Both former-wound coils and bar windings (the 
bars of which have been previously bent to sbape upon formers) 
‘necessitate the use of open slots. The use of the former places 


‘a practical limit on the number of slots per pole per phase that 


can profitably be employed, while the use uf bar windings enables 
this number to be fixed from considerations of the e:ectrical and 
magnetic design of the machine. Generally speaking, the more 
the winding is distributed the better; the limit to the number 


— 


* This is nowadays done by a special machine, which enables 
about 6,000 ft. of sheeting, 44 ft. wide, to be covered in the most 
effective manner in a day of 10 hours by two men. 


of slots is given by the design of the field system, and considerations 
of slot insulation with reference to the working pressure. ) 

Wben former wound armature coils are used, it is unugnal to 
employ more than two slots per pole per phase for their reception. 
Naturally one larger slot per pole per phase would be mechanically. 
preferable, and also cheaper, but the distribution of the winding 
in such large slots in this way is not advisable, for, apart. from 
the variations in the flux and greater armature leakage and noise 
that would thereby result, an E.M.F. wave with a pronounced third 
harmonic would result. In large plants every effort should be 
made to get rid of these higher harmonics by careful designing, 
for they are objectionable in several ways; for instance, they causae 
increased losses and throw additional stresses on the insulation of 
the system, and may cause large rises of pressure over it. If there 
is one fact connected with alternating current workiag that 
experience has more firmly established than any other, it is that 
for all conditions of working and for all classes of work, a sinusoidal 
E.M.F. wave i8 the best. 

With bar windings such a wave shape is readily obtained, as the 
armature winding can be welldistributed in many (relatively &mall) 
slots per pole per phase; of course, in addition, the ratio of 
effective pole-shoe width to the pole pitch must have the correct 
value (about 2 : 3), while the pole-shoes themselves must be 
correctly shaped. Again, the alteration of the wave shape from 
no load to fall load will be less with a well distributed bar winding 
than is the case with former-wound coils distributed in one or two 
slots per pole per phase. 

The use of hand-wound armature coils does not represent the 
best modern practice, insomuch as such coils cost relatively too 
much to wind, and present the great disadvantage that, should 
a coil have to be replaced, it has to be cut out and the new one 
wound in (often under difficult circumstances) by hand; that ie 
to say, a stock of врате coils cannot be carried for use in cases of 
breakdown, but an armature winder has to be sent for, which 
results in great delay and expense to the user of the plant. More- 
over, with the larger generators having the armature in two or 
more parts, the coils crossing the division lines have to be wound 
in on sit^, and afterwards, should it ever be necessary to take 
down the machine in question, these coils have to be removed 
first, and afterwards again replaced by hand. The only way to 
get over this diffioulty with hand-wound coils is to arrange the 
armature core in sections so that the section containing the 
defective coil can be completely removed and replaced by & new 
section containing new coils. Such a construction of armature 
core is clearly inadmissible for large generators, and is objectionable 
even when used for quite small machines, for there will be a 
considerable number of radial butted joints in the core; the 
latter, instead of being built up with over-lapping stampings (the 
joints in one layer being covered by the stampings of the next), 
will be formed of a number of complete segments held together 
by special arrangements in the armature casing. Thus the latter 
will become heavier and more expensive, while at the same time 
increased vibration and noise is bound to result, as well as an 
increased reluctance of the magnetic circuit and extra leakage 
paths for the armature ampere turns to act upon. Again, with 
three-phase generators, in order that the fall benefit of this arrange- 
ment may be obtained, itis necessary to abandon the most favourable 
form of armature winding—this latter bas to be carried out in 
three, instead of two, planes—as otherwise the coils crossing the 
radial division lines ia the core would have to be removed before 
the corresponding segments could be taken out. 
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For these reasons former-wound coils or bar windings are far 
preferable. At the same time it is clear that the latter can only 
be employed with the best results in very large (high pressure) 
generators, or in low pressure generators. For other machines, 
therefore, it is generally necessary to employ former-wound coils, 
placed in two slots per hole per phase whenever possible. Naturally 
such coils will consist of bars when the current to be handled 
їз large and when more than two conductors per slot are required. 
Thus, for iastance, the windings of the 3, 500-K w. generator illus- 
trated in fig. 3, which consist of 10 bars per slot, are former-wound ; 
a complete coil consists in this case of two rectangular micanite 
tubes containing five conductors in series, each conductor con-, 
sisting of two bars in parallel, the bars being suitably bent at 
the ends. * | 

While it is of course permissible to arrange the conductors 
forming a single coil in two or more parallel circuits as above, it 
is not good practice to make use of parallel windings for the arma- 
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ture as a whole; thus, for instance, considering one phase, this 
must not consist of two sets of coils in parallel, for the sets of coils 
in parallel would not be equally loaded, and internal currente 
would circulate in them. Again, mesh connections are not advisable 
for the armatures of three-phase generators, as mesh-connected 
armatures (which would otherwise be suitable for large low-pressura 
generators) are very liable to incre 
losses due to the circulation in the windings 
of internal currents caused by the higher 
harmonics. 

With regard to the insulation of the 
armature slots, micanite is usual for large 
high-pressure generators, used in the form 
of tubes or troughs. For pressure below 
5,009 volts, however, compressed paper 
tubes can be used with good results; such 
tubes were first used by Messrs. Brown, 
Boveri & Co., and have been used by this 
firm with excellent results. The curve іа 
fig. 12 gives a good idea of the character of 
the resistance offered by slot insulation to 
puncture of the material; curves of this 
kind are of the same general character 
for the different materials used for slot 
insulation, although of course the values for 
the breakdown pressure vary considerably, 
the highest values being obtained with 
micanite. The curve given ia fig. 12 is for 
the best quality of (bright yellow) oiled 
cloth, about 0°0055 in. in thickness; the 
number of layers are plotted against the 
value of breaking down pressure. Sucha 
material as this, which is, as will be observed, 
very reliable, when suitably built up 
mechanically to the proper thickness, can 
quite well be used as slot insulation for 
pressures up to 5,000 volts. p 

For 2,000-volt machines in which the 
armatures are wound with one or two bars 
per slot, the bars themselves can be covered 
with micanite and then slipped into the 
(lightly insulated) slots. Such micanite- 
covered bars are, the author believes, 
somewhat of a novelty, but for higher 
pressure than 2,000 volts, separate insulating 
tubes are preferable asa rule. The micanite 
is pressed upon the bars under consider- 
able pressure, so that the conductor and 
its micanite covering form together a solid 
insulated bar very convenient to use. « 

The difficulty in insulating the armature 
conductors of high-pressure generators (or 
stator conductors of similar motors) does 
not lie in the slot insulation, but in pre- 
venting arcs from jumping the air space 
between the nearest uninsulated metal part 
and the ends of the coils. It is therefore of 
the greatest importance to keep the dis- 
tance in question sufficiently great. "There 
is no advantage, therefore, in employing a 
large amount of slot insulation; for 
instance, a (best quality) micanite tube 
0:16 in. thick is sufficient slot insulation 
for a 10,000-volt three-phase generator or 
motor. An unnecessary amount of slot 
insulation means a larger machine, and as a 
rule more vibration and noise, on account 
of the wider slots. The tubes insulating 
the slots must project well beyond the core 
on each side, being carried right up to the 
ends of the coils, and the minimum distance 
between the ends of the coils and the core 
heads must be made as large as possible, 
this minimum permissible distance being 
determined by the designer's experience. 

To illustrate this point, particulars of an actual test may be given. 
Fig. 13 is a sketch showing the arrangement employed for the 
purpose of making the test, which imitates as closely as possible the 
conditions prevailing in an actual machine of large size. Fig. 14 
is a reproduction of a photograph taken of the testing arrangements 
as actually made in the shops; in this figure the arc can be plainly 
seen jumping across from the conductor to what is the equivalent of 
the core head. The tube in question was subjected to a test of 
1 hour 25 minutes’ duration at pressures of 20,000—30,000 volts, as 
shown inthe table given below: 


2 


Time in minutes during which 


the tube was subjected to Value of testing pressure 
the testing pressure, at CO cycles. 
25 minutes v5 T 20,000 volts. 
25 ” 23,000 n 
10 „ 25,000 „ 
10 „ 6.4 28,000 „ 
15 5„ .. 30,000 „ 


The weakest position was at ab, which was a distance of about 2 in. 
At a pressure of 30,000 volts a brush discharge took place at this 
point, which was visible in daylight. At a still higher pressure a 
regalar arc was formed at this place, as shown in fig. 14. 


Еа. 154. 


Such high-pressure arcs are very interesting (but somewhat 
expensive) to study. Fig. 15 (a and p)“ illustrates their nature 
when produced between two horn-shaped metal rods at a pressure 
of 10,000 volts. The apparatus shown is, in fact, the well-known 
and very effeetive horn arrester of Messrs. Siemens & Halske, 
Berlin, which is generally used on the Continent for protecting 


4 


— -~ — 


FIG. 14. 


Fia. 15р. 


overhead lines from the effects of lightning, and (зошеїйш‹ з) als^ 
for protecting nigh-pressure underground cable circuits from tho 
effects of rises of pressure to which they are liable under certain 
conditions. 

The photograph from which fig. 154 has been reproduced was 
taken with an exposure of about 2 seconds, Fig. 15в gives the 
results of a photograph taken through the slits of a rapidly- 
revolving disc, which enables the component parts of the arc to be 
separated out. Of course the special character of the horn arrester 
(which tends to put out the are by reason of the action of the 
heated air, which drives it up the horns until the distance becomes 
too great to support it) causes the nature of the arcs shown in 
fig. 15 to be different from that of the arcs which may be formed in 
running machinery due to breakdown of the insulation; but this 
figure, nevertheless, gives a good general idea as to what such ares 
are like, and for this reason the photographs in question have been 
reproduced here. 


(To be continued.) 


* The author is indebted to the courtesy of Messrs. Siemens and 
наве {от the photographs from which this figure has been repro- 
uce 
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ELECTRICAL TRACTION ON STEAM RAILWAYS a 3 to 1 ratio to 41-іп. driving wheels. Full speed on a level ів 


IN ITALY. 


56 miles an hour. Each motor weighs 2:5 tons The trailers 


weigh 27 tons empty, and have accommodation for 63 passengers 


By Prof. C. A. Canus-Wirson, M.A., Member. seated and 27 standing. The goods traffic is to be hauled by 


(Abstract of Paper read May 15th, 1902.) 


electric locomotives. 
The electric trains are now running and in regular operation as 


Tum Adriatica and the Mediterranean Railway Companies together far as Varese, though the service of trains as contemplated is not 
work 80 per cent. of the railways in Italy. Each works about as yet complete. 


many miles of line as the Great Western and Great 
Northern Companies put together. 

For a long time past the Italian railways have 
been suffering from the competition of tramways 
and economic lines, which have provided a cheaper 
and more frequent service, seriously affecting the 
traffic on the main lines in spite of every 
effort made to minimise the injury thus caused. 
The adjoining map shows the network of steam 
tramways and economic lines that have spread 
over northern Italy. The railway companies have 
come to the conclusion that the remedy for this 
competition lies in providing, by means of elec- 
tricity, a service of short trains running frequently 
at high speeds. А 

The Adriatica Railway Company has already 
equipped electrically that portion of its system 
running from Lecco to Colico, and thence to 
Sondrio and to Chiavenna (see map below). 
The electrically-driven trains are to work their 
own way as far south as Lecco, and to be hauled 
thence to Milan by steam locomotives. Trains 
are now running experimentally, but not yet 
in actual service. 

The total distance at present electrified amounts 
to 66 miles, all of single track, a large proportion 
‘between Lecco and Colico being in tunnel. The 
hydraulic power house with turbines of 6,000 н.р. 
is at Morbegno, water being taken from the river 
Adds. Three-phase current is generated at 
22,000 volts and carried by overhead conductors 
to nine transformer stations, where it is trans- 
formed down to 3,000 volta and taken to the two 
trolley wires, the rail forming the third conductor, 
and thence direct to polyphase motors on the cars. 

The motor cars, of which a view is given in fig. 1, 
are 57 ft. long,.weigh 53 tons unloaded, and have 
seating accommodation for 56 passengers. Each 
car is provided with two high-speed motors of 
150 HP. aud two low-speed motors of 75 HP. 
eacb, weighing 3:8 tons, and driving direct without 
gearing. Full speed is 37 miles an hour. The four 
motors are used in cascade connection at starting ; 
at half-speed the two low-speed motors are 
switched out, and the car is driven by the two 
high-speed motors alone at full speed. On all 
grades over 1 per cent. the motors are connected 
in cascade and the speed thus halved. The 
trailers used are passenger carriages of the 
ordinary . The goods traffic is to be hauled 
by electric locomotives. 

The company are introducing a new “economic " 
system for working the line, by which they hope 
to reduce the traffic expenses, 80 per cent. of which 
is accounted for by the wages and salaries of the 
personnel at the stations. 

The block system employed is the Webb and 
Thompson staff system, supplemented by an electric 
interlocking apparatus combined with an arrange- 
ment by which the trolley line at every station 
is divided into sections, each controlled by & 
switch, the opening and closing of which takes 
place simultaneously with the movement of the 
corresponding signal,so that it is impossible for 
a train to run on to a section against signals. 

The Mediterranean Railway Company is equip- 
ping electrically the whole of the line from Milan 
to Gallarate and thence to Varese, Porto Ceresio, 
Laveno and Arona. The passenger receipts from 
these sections of line amount to about 2 per cent. 
of the receipts for the whole Mediterranean system. 

The total length of line is 81 miles, all of single 
track, except the length from Milan to Gallarate. 
The maximum grades and minimum curves arc 
given in Table V. A map of the line is given in 
fig. 2. 

The power house is at Tornavento, about 
seven miles from Gallarate. Turbines of a total 
of 11,000 н.р. will be driven by water taken from 
the River Ticino. 

The power is transmitted as three-phase current 
at 12,000 volts to seven sub-stations along the line, 
where the pressure is reduced from 11,000 to 420 
volta, and the current is transformed in rotary 
converters to direct current at 650 volts. From 
the sub-stations the current is taken to an insulated 
third rail, as shown in fig. 3. 

The motor cara on the Varese line, shown in fig. 4, 
weigh 40 tons unloaded, and have accommodation 
for 63 passengers seated and 12 standing. Each 
motor car is driven by four 150-H. p. motors, on 
the usual one-hour rating, and is geared with 


Map A.—Map showing Network of Steam Tramways and Economic Lines 


in Northern Italy. 
Main Line: sindle track. Lam d -- 
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The working expenses of the Italian railways are piven in 
Table II. These figures may be taken as representing the cost of 
running on either of the great systems. To afford a comparison, the 
figures for the cost of running an English railway are placed iu the 
rame table. | 


TABLE I.— COMPARING THE WEIGHT, POWER, AND DIMENSIONS OF 
тн POLYPHASE Motor Cans ON THE Lecco LINB WITH THE 
DIRECT CURRENT MOTOR CARS ON THE VARESE LINE. 


3 Maxi- ' Total Weigbt| Full 

== weight ol [шшш о VV 
H. P. О 

empty. frames. motors. motors. level. 


| 
| 
each. | н.р, 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| Tons. | Feet. | Tons. M. r. H. 
Varese 40 52 63 4 150 600 10 56 
Lecco. 53 57 56 4 2 of 150, 300 152 37 

| 2of 75 


ТАвгк IL—RoNNING EXPENSES PER PASSENGER TRAIN-MILE. 


" English. Italian. 

1. Coal i» ТРА .. 172d. 5 304. 
2. Wages of driver and stoker... 3:814. 318d. 
3. Wages of conductor ... 1:524. 2:08d. 
4. Water, oil, &c. sis 0 774. 060d. 
5. Repairs, locomotives... 2 39d. 3:52d. 
6. Repairs, carriages 2:83d. 6:01d. 
Total 13044. 20:694. 


TABLE LII.—Givina TBE RECEIPTS AND EXPENSFS PER MILE. 


Fixed Expenses. Englieh. Italian. 

' Maintenance of the line £535 £132 
Traffic expenses ... 1,350 236 
General expenses... "a 537 53 
Total £2,422 £421 

Running expenses £1,750 £699 

3 
Receipts. 

Passenger traffic ... iv £2,610 £640 
Goods and miscellaneous 3,820 965 
Total £6,460 £1,605 

Expenres in per, cent. of receipts 65 70 


In order to compare the running experses with the fixed 
expenses, they have both been reduced to pounds per mile per 
arnum, and placed in Table III., together with the receipts 
estimated in the rame way. The running expenses, of an 


‚е э 406) а э CPG 
— . ä1uòP— 


Italian railway constitute a far larger proportion of the 
total expenses than is the case on an English railway, the 
percentages being 62 in the former case and 42 in the latter. 
The receipts given for the Italian railways refer to the Adriatica 
system as a whole, and are greater than the receipts of the lines 
that are now being electrified. | 

The fares charged on the various railway lines in Italy are given 
in Table IV. Column A gives the through express fares on the 


main lines, and column B the fares for the so-called omnibus trains 
which stop at all stations. Column O gives the reduced rates 
charged for omnibus trains on certain sections of the main lines, 
where the competition with the tramways and economic lines is 
most keenly felt. The rates on the economic lines are given in 
column E, while the tramway rates will be found in column F. 


TaABLE IV.—S8HowiNG THE PASSENGER FARES, IN PENCB PER 
MILE, CHARGED ON THE DIFFERENT ITALIAN Lives. 


Lines ... — Main, Economic, Tram. 
—— — 
| 
Power ... Steam Electric. Steam. Steam. 
P eae | EM 
| NAMUR TEX | 
Service . Exps. Omnbs. Exps. Omubs. Exps. Omnbs. Omnbs. 


Schedule speed 25 16 45 25 25 16 9 
(miles an hour) | | | | 1 

| 
bea. Reded. Ordny. 


| 
Orduy. 


Farescharged Exps. Ordny. 
А. В. С. D. E . F. 
First-class .. 21 19 15 0:9 1:5 - 09 
Second-class 14 13 10 — 10 07 
Third-class... 10 08 05 05 ‘06 — 


The service of steam trains that formerly ran on the Milan— 
Varese line is given in Table V., with the time occupied in covering 
the different sections. This may be compared with the new 
service of electric trains, particulars of which are also given in the 
table. The old trains, hauled by steam locomotives, bave been 
replaced by trains of about half their weight, the normal train con- 


| 
| 


sisting of one motor car and one trailer, weighing together 67 tons 
unloaded, and capable of carrying 165 passengers, or about one-half 
the accommodation of the steam-driven trains. Between Gallarate 
and Arona and between Varese and Porto Ceresio the speeds have 
not been increased on account of the grades, which are as much as 
2 per cent., and the trains will run with the motors in permanent 
series connection. 


TABLE V.—GIVING THE STEAM AND ELECTRIC TRAIN SERVICE 
ON THB MILAN— VABESW RAILWAY. 


| Min. H | 2 2 
; Max. | Trains each Time in 
1 7 ' е 
Miles grade. | chaine. way per day. | minutes. 
„ Per Е — — roc 
cent. steam Elect. S am Elec’ 


Milan to Gallarate 250 | 06 40 10 35 60 34 
Gallarate to Varee 117 10 25 7 27 98 187 
Gallarate to Laveno . 19:4 | 0:8 30 . 6 8 8l 50 
Gallarate to Arona 160 11 175 5 8 45 45 
Varese to Porto | | i 
Ceresio. . 88 5 6 28 28 


1 


The cost of running the new electric service on the Milan- Varese 
line may be estimated approximately from the cost of working the 
old service, and is given in Table VI. 


ESTIMATE OF TRAFFIC. 


The passenger traffic required to pay the expenses of the гет 
electric service can now be estimated. the Milsn-Gallarate- 
Varese line the service is being increased frc m 8 to 28 trains per 


i 
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day at а total increased cost of £775 per mile per annum. See 


Table VII. 
The passenger receipts for this line, including the extensions to 
Arona and to Laveno, are £600 per mile per annum. Hence the 
nger traffic must be increased by 129 per cent. to pay the 
interest and the increased cost of running. 


TABLE VI.—SHowina THE COMPARATIVE Cost OF RUNNING AN 


ELECTRIO AND A Stream LrNE IN ITALY AND IN ENGLAND IN 
PEXCE PER ThRAIN-MILE. 


4 


— | Italian, 


| English. 

. Steam. Electricity. Steam, Electricity. 
Trains each way per day... | 8 28 28 
Coal es 530 340 172 | 107 
Wages of driver and stoker | 318 127 381 | 152 
Wages of conductor. 208 167 152 | 122 
Wages at generating station — 0:58 — 0 58 
Wagesatrotarysub-stations,  — 058 — 0°58 
Water, oil, ce. .. 0460 0°45 077 0:58 
Repairs, motors and gene- | 

rating station ... . 352 176 239 1:20 
Repairs, carriages... .. 601 300 2°83 1:41 
Total .. 2069 1271 | 1304 | 816 


Figure used in the paper.. 21:00 13 00 1300 | 8:00 
P. 

On the completion of tbe hydraulic power-station coal will no 
longer b» used. The cost per train-mile will then be reduced to, 
say, 9'5d., and the increase in the passenger traffic required to meet 
this will be 80 per cent. With transformer sub-stations the increase 
need only be 72 per cent. The value of water-power may therefore 
be represented by a reduction of 20 per cent. in the passenger traffic 
required to pay expenses. 

On the Lecco line the increase in the cost of running per mile of 
line, with transformer sub-statiors, will be £150 per annum with 
water-power, which, with interest, brings the total increase to 
£325 per annum, and will require an increase in the passenger traffic 
receipts of 128 per cent. 

On the line connecting Bologna with St. Felice the speed 
and the frequency of the trains were both doubled, and the 
fares reduced to 40 per cent. cf their original amount. The result 


— 


2555 2 7. 
se LE LL 


rm 


eT эү ГЇ 77 7 
ШИ ete 


a 


has been that the passenger traffic has increased five-fold, and the 
receipte have been doubled. 

The new service on the Milan — Varese line has been inaugurated 
by the railway company in confident expectation that the improved 
service will increase the amount of traffic to such an extent that 
the receipts, even at the lower rates, wil more than psy the 
expenses. 

Under similar conditions in England, to make up for the increased 
cost of the electric service the passenger traffic would bave to 
increase 61 per.cent., if the fares were unaltered. With id. fares 
the traffic would have to be trebled. 

It seems clear that, whetber in England or in Italy, the full 
advantages of electrical traction cannot be obtained without an 
increase in the total running expenses, and this increase can only be 
met by a corresponding increase in the passenger traffic, so that the 
change from steam to electricity should not be made unless the 
increase in traffic may be reasonably expected at least to cover the 
increased cost of running and the interest on the capital 
expenditure. 

It is not by reducing expenses that electricity is going to help the 
railways, but by enabling them to offer greatly increased travelling 
facilities to the public at a figure impossible with steam traction, and 
thus to meet the growing competition of the tramways. 


TaBLR VII.—SHOWING THE EXPENSES IN Pounps РЕВ MILE РЕВ 
ANNUM OF RUNNING A STEAM SERVICH OF 8 TRAINS AND AN 
ELROTRIO SERviOE oF 28 TRAINS EACH Way PER Day IN ITALY 
AND IN ENGLAND. | 


— | Italy. England. 


рез ЕМЕН LL = 
S. cam. Electricity. gu Electricity. 


Power used 865 ae | | 
|. сом. | Coal. Water. Coal. . Coal. 
Number of trains each way | | | | 
рег day. 8 | 28 | 28 | 8 28 
Cost in pence pertrain-mile*, 21 13 | 95 13 8 
E" £ | £ | £ 
Running expenses... 510 1,110 810 20 680 
Interest... d ‚| — 175 175 — 280 
Total 510 1,285 | 985 320 960 
Increase. — 775 475, — 640 
Per cent. increase in traffic | | | 
required to pay expenses — 129 z 80 — | 61 


* With rotary sub-stations. 


The prospects of success in England with cheap coal are more 
favourable than they are in Italy with water-power, as is shown by 
the fact that the increase in the traffic required to Pay expenses is 
less in England. 

The possible increase in travel is far greater in England than in 
Italy, and if there is a field of usefulness for electrical traction on 
Italian steam railways, there is a still greater field of usefulness on 
the railways of our own country. | 


M 


ALLOA ELECTRIC LIGHTING. 


ALLOA has for years been the centre of several important industries, 
the chief of which are yarn and brewing. It is favourably situated 
for these, being on the River Forth, close to a good coalfield, and 
having railway connections from both the Caledonian and North 
British Railway Companies. 

So far back as 1828, the town was lit 
with coal gas, and at the present time the 
town has the cheapest gas in Scotland, the 
gasworks being in tbe hands of the 
municipality. The question of electric 
lighting has, during the last few years, more 
than once been seriously brought befcre the 
Council, chiefly through the exertions of 
Bailie Arrol, who was ably assisted by Mr. 
Yuill, the gas manager, the original idea 
being that the electrical plant should be 
put down at the gasworks and driven by gas 
engines. 

In May, 1898, at the request of the Coun- 
cil, Messrs. Buchan and Hogartb, of Edin- 
burgh, prepared an electric lighting scheme 
on this basis, and the Council applied for a 
provisional order in November of the same 

| year, the order receiving Royal assent in 
ee ee August, 1899. In the following autumn 
- the Council was approached by the 
prom ters of the British Electric Plant 
Company, who proposed to establish elec- 
trical manufacturing works in the ovt- 
skirts of the town, and offered to supply 
energy in bulk to the Council. In view 
of the fact that it was anticipated that 
the establishment of the electrical works 
would be of the greatest benefit to 
the town, and that the taking of a supply 
in bulk would enable the Council to lry 
a much more extended system of mains at the commencement, the 
Council decided to conclude terms with the company, which was 
accordingly done early in 1900. The formal inauguration of the elec- 
tric lighting took place on January 16th, 1902. Although the British 
Electric Plant Company are supplying current, it will be some con- 
siderable time before the equipment of their manufacturing works is 
completed. In the meantime they supply continuous current, which 
is distributed to consumers on the three-wire system at a declared 
pressure of 220 volte. 

The current is brought from the company's works to the Corpora- 
tion's distributing sub-station by trunk feeders, the positive and 
negative consisting of three cores each, and the neutral wire of a 
single 0:30 sq. in. conductor. The sectional area of each of the cores 
composing the positive and negative main feeders respectively is 
0 25 sq. in. The supply is taken on the maximum demand system, 
and is metered at the Corporation sub-station, which is located in a 
central portion of the town. Balancing and earthing are done at the 
company's switch room. The distributing network consists almost 
entirely of 0:10, 0:06, and 0 10 sq. in. cable, with the exception of 
two of the principal streets, where the section is 0:125, 0 06, 0 125. 
The network is fed by two sub-feeders of section 015 and 
0:25 вд. in. respectively, a feeder pillar being used to conuect each 
of these to the network. The sub-station building consists of a 
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awitch room, test room, and store. Inthe switch room is placed 
the main switchboard, which forms a connecting link between the 
trunk-feeders and the sub-feeders which convey current to the net- 
work. The board carries the usual complement of meters, switches, 
bus bars, plugs, &c., the pressure at the sub-station being shown on two 
illuminated-dial Kelvin voltmeters, and that on the network being 
indicated by the usual pilot voltmeters. The arrangement of bus 
bars and plugs is such that any sub-feeder can be isolated, and the 
design is arranged so that additional sub-feeders can be added 


without disturbing the existing connections, and aleo that acoumu- . 


lators can at any time be added should it be considered desirable to 
do so. In each sub-feeder circuit there is a Thomson-Houston 
watt-hour meter (fixed on the wall behind) and an automatic 
circuit breaker. From this switchboard connections are also taken 
to the arc-lighting switchboard, and for lighting the sub-station and 
testing. : 

The arc-lighting switchboard is also located in the Corporation 
switch room, and controls the 20 arc lamps which have been erected 
in the town. Both switchboards consist of enamelled slate set in 
iron frames, no combustible material being used іп their constrac- 
tion. The arc-lighting switchboard consists of six panels, five being 
in use and one spare. Thearc lamps are switched io groups of four, 
and are of the Crompton open type. The lamp pillars, which are of 
a graceful design, were made by the Alloa Iron Company, and 
erected by Messrs. Callender. K 

With the exception of the three-core trunk feeders aud pilots, 
single cable has throughout been used, laid solid in bitumen con- 
tained in iromtroughs with tile covers. Over 900 yards of Callender- 
Webber three-way casing has also been laid as spare cable way. 
The arc-lighting cable is 06 sq. in. size, laid along with the dis- 
tributor, but quite separate therefrom. : 

The meters used for consumers are Bastian for the small sizes, 
and Chamberlain & Hookham for the larger. Wright's indicators 
are also used. The prices charged are 7d. for the first hour's use of 
the maximum demand, and 3d. for every subsequent hour. For 
power, the rates are 7d. and 2d., with а special low flat rate for 
users who do not require their motors during the peak of the light- 
ing load. 

In addition to the street arc lamps, the connections applied for 
already are approximately the equivalent of 3,500 8-o.P. lamps, 
representing some 24 consumers, which is quite a good beginning. 
Several applications for motora have also been received. No meter 
rents are charged, and there is no free wiring. 

The total cost of the works has not exceeded £10,000, including 
the building of the sub-station and incidental expenses, and it is 
claimed for the Alloa Council that it forms the first instance of a 
municipality buying its whole supply of electrical energy in bulk, 
and distributing itself. Certainly one great advantage of bulk 
supply in a town of this size is that the Corporation is enabled to 
lay mains in practically every strect of any importance at the com- 
mencement of supply, thereby giving to the majority of the rate- 
payers the opportunity of at once taking advantage of the new light. 
In fact, when a bulk supply is taken on the maximum demand 
system, this course becomes almost a necessity, in order to get as 
good a diversity factor as possible. The Alloa Council has realised 
this, aud, in consequence, applications are being rapidly received 
from all classes of consumers throughout the town. 

The contractors for the work now executed were as follows :— 


Cables and street work Callender's Cable and Construc- 
tion Company, Ltd., London. 


Sub-station switchboards and Messrs. Cox-Walkers, Darlington. 


equipment. 
Arc lamps Crompton & Co., Ltd. (erected by 
- Messrs. Callender). 
Pillars Alloa Iron Company (erected by 


Messrs. Callender). 
Bastian Meter Company, London. 
Venner & Co., London. 
Reason Manufacturing Company, 
Brighton. 
General Electric Co., London. 


Meters, small size - 
„ larger size 8 ee 
Demand indicators and hou 
fuse-boxes. 
Testing instrument; 


Material assistance was rendered both to the engineers and the con- 
tractors by the burgh surveyor, Mr. Mackie (under whose direction 
the sub-station was built), aud the gas engineer, Mr. Yuill, who now 
has charge of the Corporation's distributing scheme. 

The works bave been carried out to the specifications of the 
Corporation's consulting engineers, Messrs. Buchan & Hogarth, 
ооа to whom we are indebted for particulars of the under- 

ng. 


HOW ALTERNATING CURRENTS VARY WITH 
THE SHAPE OF THE E.M.F. WAVE. 


By ALEXANDER RUSSELL, M.A. 


WHEN, experimenting with alternating currents, got either 
directly from the alternator or from the terminals of a trans- 
former, curious effects due to change in the shape of the 
current wave are often noticed. The following mathe- 
matical investigation showing how the shape of the current 
wave depends on the resistance in the circuit, and how its 


effective value depends on the shape of the E.M.F. wave, 
may therefore prove useful to those engaged in experimental 
research with alternating currents. 
Let the applied E.M.F. wave be given by the equation 
в = E, віп рі + Es sin 3 „14 

where p stands for 2 times the frequency, and # is the 
time in seconds. We only consider the odd harmonics, as, 
in practice, the positive and negative halves of the wave of 
E.M.F. are exactly similar to one another. Consider now 
that this wave is applied at the terminals of a circuit whose 


resistance is R, and inductance т. The equation to deter- 
mine the current / is 


di : : 
Ri +L = Ei sin p/ + Ez sin 3% +... 


The well known solution of this equation is 
sin (pf e) , resin (3 p — g) 
JR? + 971 


Мн? T pi? 


Hence 


КР 


"E. | 
uU ел 
н? + 7? 17 X | 
bs ＋ 9 f 150 Ez sin (3% — pa) +t...’ | (2) 
The angle ф,, , , is determined by the equation | 


| 2n + 1 ) Т, 
tan 9 „ 1 = ( ы. NE 


When к is very large, à, , , , ів nearly zero, and 
„ А 
R? ＋ (2л + 1) р? 1.2 
is nearly equal to unity, hence in this case the curve i is very 
similar to the curve e. 
As в diminishes, the ratio of the amplitudes of the higher 
harmonics to the amplitude of the fundamental harmonic 


gets smaller and smaller and attains its minimum value 
when R equals zero. In this case 


E, sin (p/ — ¢1)'+ 


i = — TERN. 

The diminution of the relative importance of the higher 
harmonics in the current wave as we diminish the resistance 
in an inductive circuit may be conveniently expressed by the 
following rule :—Diminishing the resistance of an inductive 
circuit makes the current wave more like a sine curve. 

Again, if we have a condenser of capacity K in series with 
a resistance R, the equation to find 7 is : 
fidi 


- 


1 
= fy, cos pl + } Ез cos 3 pl + 


R i + 


and the solution is 
Е, sin (pf + 91) 


е5 ‹ | 


E, sin (3 pt + фа) 


M. + : 


do 75 


ö 


Hence, proceeding as before, we deduce the following 
working rule :—Diminishing the resistance in a condenser 
circuit makes the current wave less like a sine curve, 

We will next consider how the effective value of the 
current in an inductive circuit, depends on the shape of the 
wave of the applied E.M.F. The equation to the current in 
the circuit is 


А dli 
e =R: db 
dt 
: . di di M 
Hence 92 == R??? 2 n 1. 1% (1 a) 
i ill + dt 
; li? di M? 
= R? 7° Rp C ( 
+ dí ы - di 


Integrating this equation over a whole period, and ex 
pressing the effective values of ¢ and į by v and c respectively 


we got— 
ү? = в? с? + l[f(ü үш. e. (8) 
T Jo dt 


Now, from (1) 
2 = YP у MEM _ 
R? + pL? * R? + 9 pe TAA 
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Where vi =} E12, vy = } EJ, &c. 
And L di =L е, Д: 
di Ini + р? L2 


3 E, cos (3% — Ga) e 
JR IPL 
Hence ТА % 0 = I? p? | m Ж + 
T Jo at R? + p! L? 


ууз + | 
н? + 9 5? 1? dd 


v? 9 ү,2 
кё + 2 17 R? 9 p? 12 
where a? = + | + 5 ] 
Yi Vs 


np N RP 9 pL 
Now the numerator of this fraction is greater than Ше 
denominator, except when v, = V; =... = 0 and the 
fraction then equals unity. Hence a has its minimum value 
unity when the applied E.M.F. is sine shaped. 

Substituting in (3) we get 
c? == mS ы 

R? + a? L? p? 

Therefore for a given effective voltage, v, the current in an 
inductive coil is a maximum, when the wave of E.M.F. is 
sine shaped. This was proved experimentally by Messrs. 
Beeton, Taylor and Mark Barr.* 

If o be the phase difference between v and c, then 

у Ссовф = OR 
. R 


a — S 
соз ¢ V 


Hence $ is a minimum, and the power factor (cos 9) is a 
maximum for the sine wave. 
Proceeding in the same way with a condenser circuit, we 


7 2 
can show that the mean value of (/ : m. ) 


c? 


BK r 


vi? Va 
11 
R? + 2 an 
where 32 = gee 
ү; 1 үз 
: de vou. ышы ca 
9 1 
R? + LI R? + r 
K? уі 9 к?р? 


The minimum value of 3 is obviously unity, and it has 
this value when the E.M.F. wave is sine-shaped. | 


Also Sz v2 


R? + : 


p? K? p 


In a circuit containing capacity and resistance, the current 


is therefore a minimum when the E.M.F. is sine-shaped. 


; | R 

In this case also ф is а maximum, since cos o equals C v. 
When we have both inductance (L) and capacity (к) in 
the circuit the problem becomes much more complicated. 


The current i is now given by an equation of the form, 


P7 
ү 3 1 2 5 d 
| R? + p? U — ; ) E | 
кр мы 
JJ 8 
CV ye d 
Le p m 

The square of the coefficient of the n + 1 th term inside 
the bracket is 


— 


— 


2 2 12 1 3 

К + L (1 — LK 2) 

1 2 

R? 9n 1)? p? 1? (1 EX Sect ЕКЕ ba А 2 
TA 07 (2n + 1)? L K % 


* Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, Vol. xxv., р. 474. 


If L к p? is equal to or is greater than unity, then this 
ratio will be less than unity when k is zero and will increase 
to unity as R increases to infinity. The circuit in this case 
therefore acts like an inductive circuit; diminishing the 
resistance makes the current wave more like a sine curve. 


. 1 А 
If L Kp? is less than —————,‚ but is greater than 
pi Eure giu gr 
-— — „then the ratio of the amplitudes of the 2nd, 
2n+ 3 


3rd... (п + 1)th harmonics to the amplitude of the first 
increases as we diminish R, but the ratio of all the sub- 
sequent harmonics to the first diminishes as we diminish R. 
Hence it is not easy to predict what effect increasing or 
diminishing the resistance will have on the shape of the current 
wave. 

In practice, owing to magnetic leakage in the armature 
of the alternator, or in the secondary windings of the trans- 
former, we always have some inductance in series with tlie 
condenser, and this has to be taken into account in deter- 
mining how the shape of the current wave alters with the 
resistance in the circuit. An experimental investigation of 
how the shape of the current wave in a condenser circuit 
alters with the frequency has been made by Mr. T. Mather.* 
The curves were drawn by means of a Duddell oscillograph, 
and illustrate in a very striking manner the great importance 
of the higher harmonics of E.M.F. waves in alternating 
current supply systems, and point out possible dangers in 
connection with resonance. 

The following experiment illustrates the kind of effect 
sometimes noticed by electricians, which is due to change of 
shape of the current wave. The primary circuit of a small 
transformer converting from 100 to 200 volts was connected 
to the 100-volt mains of a supply company. Across the 
secondary terminals was placed a condenser whose capacity 
was two microfarads, in series with an adjustable resistance. 
Now on increasing this resistance we expected that the 
primary current would first increase and thendiminish. We 
found that when the adjustable resistance was zero the 
current in the primary was 0°67 ampere. As the resistance 
increased the primary current diminished, attaining a mini- 
mum value of 0:62 ampere when R was 35 ohms. It then 
increased to а maximum value of 0:915 ampere when к was 
1,500 ohms, and finally diminished to 0°74 ampere, its value 
on open circuit when в was infinite. The secondary current 
of course continually diminished as R increased. The altera- 
tion of the shape of the current wave was proved by the 
ratio of the volts at the condenser terminals to the secondary 
current continually increasing as the resistance in the circuit 
was increased, 


REVIEWS. 


Steam Boiler Practice. By W. B. Sxow. New York: John 
Wiley & Sons. London: Chapman & Hall, Limited. 


This book is somewhat of a companion to Poole’s 
* Calorie Power of Fuels,“ by the same publishers. The 
author is well known for his writings on subjects connected 
with steam boilers. He deals in this book with steam boiler 
practice, discussing water, fuel, the chemistry of combustion, 
efficiency, rates of combustion, and draught. To begin 
with, the limit of evaporation per pound of coal is set down 
at 11 lbs. from and at 212° F., and this is probably all that 
can be counted on, even with the best of conditions. The 
commercial efficiency of boilers is briefly discussed in terms 
of durability, interest charges, and sinking fund, the most 
economical boiler being that which gives the best net result, 
In this respect, however, it should be remembered that 
freedom from stoppage by breakdown is of vital commercial 
importance, and that on land especially, simple devices of less 
fuel economy may be preferable to elaborate devices for 
securing economy. 

We need not discuss the chapter on steam and water, as 
this is merely the ordinary discourse on the subjects, with 
Porter's table of the properties of steam reprinted. 


* “Capacity Currents as Influenced by Frequency," Т. Mather, 
the ELECTRICAL Revinw, May 31st, 1901. 
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In the chapter on combustion, air is credited with 20°96 
per cent. of oxygen by volume and 79:04 per cent. of nitrogen, 
or respectively 23°17 per cent. by weight and 76:83 per cent., 
the other gases being neglected. The chemistry of combus- 
tion is treated in a simple elementary manner, and there are 
some useful tables relative to proportions of CO, We 
cannot quite understand what is meant by the reference to an 
almost perfect evaporative efficiency secured with 11:9 per 
cent. of air below chemical requirements, The italics are ours. 
We should be inclined to doubt even the able expert who 
reported it. At the same time, we fully admit the possibility 
of less air being required with a good mechanical draught, 
and think that 15 lbs, of air per pound of coal may be 
achieved with advantage. Below 15 lbs. is difficult to secure, 
und we should never aim at the so-called chemical minimum, 
seeing that there is great probability of mass action coming 
into the account. The evils of excessive air are recognised. 
There is a slight error in the statement that in calculating 
the ideal temperature of combustion of fuel, it makes no 
difference if the oxygen is got from the coal itself or the 
atmosphere. Now it does make a difference, because the 
oxygen of the air is gaseous, and the oxygen of the coal is 
locked up solid, and demands so much heat to be locked up 
to set it free. 

The chapter on fuels is very much like all other chapters 
on fuels. The fuel tables are practically the same as Шоке 
in other American books, and are largely made up of 
particulars of American coals. 

Natural gas fuels are practically out of consideration in 


this country. We only know of the existence of one natural . 


gas well in England, namely, that at Heathfield, in Sussex, 
which supplies the gas to illuminate the railway station 
there. The borehole that yields it was made with a view to 
water, 

A good practical paragraph is that on the influence of 
size of coal. In anthracite practice the American plan is to 
sort it into grades from pieces as big as 7 in. down to y in. 
sieved sizes. Something like a dozen grades are sold. With 
all particles of equal size more even burning is secured. 
These American anthracites only burn well with a sharp 
draught, and the fuel must not be disturbed on the grate. 
With the finer grades it is often the practice to combine a 
little bituminous fuel. 

The efficiency of fuels is well covered with numerous 
diagrams, tables, &c. ; the effect of air excess{is emphasised, 
and the commercial cost of evaporation. Apart from 
the mechanical appliances necessary, the cheapest coal in 
cost of evaporation per 1,000 gallons is the coal that costs 
least per ton. This confirms English practice, which all 
points to the calorific capacity of coals being superior to 
their value as fine coals, The fact is, that the price of coal 
is proved by its ability to burn quickly. Hence a rule laid 
down in these columns, that, generally speaking, the cheapest 
coal to use, or that can be used in any special case, is that 
which will burn in suflicient quantity to raise sufficient 
steam with the available fire-grate. 

As a rule fire-grate area is too scanty to admit of much 
freedom with small coals, and where &mall coals are avail- 


able, it is always necessary to calculate the capital cost 


necessary to provide the grate area to burn them. 

In close connection with these questions comes that of 
draught, for, by means of a fan draught, an insufficient 
plant may be rendered sufficient for its duty with cheaper 
coals, It is in this way that a fan draught may often return 
very large percentages on its outlay. 

The author objects to the application of evaporation from 


and at 212° as a basis for defining the efficiency of a boiler. 
There is a distinction to be drawn between the efficiency of 
‚ & boiler and of the fuel. We need not closely follow the 
question of rating of a boiler. This is so largely a question 


for each case, that special rules are very unreliable. The 
usual standard in America is the evaporation of 344 Ibs. of 
water from and at 212? F. "This is equal to 33,317 British 
thermal units per hour, which has the advantage of being 
easily remembered from the foot-pound value of the horse- 
pb But after all it takes an engineer to buy a 

oiler, Mechanical stoking is very briefly referred to, after 
which comes a chapter on rate of combustion, and the effect 
on this of draught, forced and otherwise. Draught is very 
fully treated, and the efficiency of chimneys calculated and 


compared with fan draught. The subject of steam boilers 
is well treated throughout, and we can cordially recommend 
the book as a good and safe guide. 


The Law Relating to Factories and Workshops, with. Appen- 
dic of Special Rules, Truck Acts, de. By Evans AUSTIN, 
M.A., LL.D., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 
London: Knight & Co. Crown &vo., for cash 68, 6d. 


The passing of a new Act of Parliament which makes 
important changes in the law is nearly always followed by 
the appearance of new legal text-books. That which we now 
have before us is the second edition of an important work upon 
the Factory Acts, rendered necessary by the amendment and 
changes introduced in the law by the Act of 1902. If there 
is one branch of the law which demands the attention of 
electrical engineers more than another, it is the law of 
factories and workshops. It may be useful, therefore, to 
give a somewhat full account of what the volume contains, 
particularly as electrical stations were expressly brought 
within the provisions of the Act of 1902. 

An interesting and useful feature of the introduction is a 
summary of the changes made in the law by the ‘Act of 
1901. Owing to the fact that all the older Acts were 
repealed and re-enacted in one long statute, the layman is 
unable, except with the aid of a book like that before us, to 
say what parts are new and what are old. Among the more 
important changes Mr. Austin mentions the following :— 
(1) The Secretary of State is to have power to enforce the 
provisions of the Public Health Acts in factories if he finds 
that the local authorities are in any way lax in the matter ; 
(2) The temperature and ventilation of factories are in 
future to be under the control of the factory inspector ; (3) 
Any steam boiler used in a factory is to be the subject of 
periodical inspection, and is to be regarded as a dangerous 
machine ; (4) With regard to the provision of means of 
escape in case of fire, certain factories must be provided with 
means from the basement to the top floor, and must have a 
certificate to this effect from the District Council; (5) An 
important series of new regulations for dangerous trades is 
to come into effect on some date to be fixed by the Secretary 
of State ; (6) Certain railways are for some purposes to be 
regarded as factories ; and (7) Electrical stations, t.e., any 
premises or that part of any premises in Which electrical 
energy is generated or transformed for the purpose of supply 
by way of trade, or the lighting up of any street, public 
place or public building, or of any hotel, or of any railway 
or other industrial undertaking have been added to the list 
of non-textile factories which are subject to the provisions of 
the Act. 

The body of the work consists of the text of Factory 


. Act, 1901, printed in large type, with full and careful notes 


added where necessary to explain the provisions of each 
section. In order to indicate the source from which each 
section has been derived, the side-notes give references to the 
repealed Factory Acts, 1878—1895. When a section or any 
part thereof is new, the date “1901” is printed in the 
margin. 

Certain sections, which in complexity and difficulty of 
interpretation bid fair to rival the famous Workmen's Com- 
pensation Act, have been noted in such a way as to greatly 
diminish the labour of those who desire to thoroughly under- 
Stand them. For instance, Sec. 14, which makes provision 
for mears of escape in case of fire, contains eight compli- 
cated sub-sections. "The meaning of all these is carefully 
explained in five pages of notes, containing references to all 
important cases decided in recent years—including some 
decided in November, 1901. 

Perhaps the most important part of the work is that which 
deals with Part V. of the Factory Act, 1901, relating to 
* special modifications and extensions." In this part of the 
Act, the Legislature has made an attempt to limit the appli- 
cation of the factory laws as applied to certain industries, 
&c., with the result that the definition of the term“ factory” 
has to be modified. For the purpose of arriving at a correct 
definition of this term, Mr. Austin has made free use of those 
workmen's compensation cases in which a “factory” has 
from time to time been defined. 

Throughout the work the orders of the Secretary of State 
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relating to particular industries may be found in their proper 
places. The fact that about 120 decided cases are referred 
to in the notes, affords some indication of the amount of 
labour which the author has expended upon his work. 

The appendix deals in the first place with the Truck Acts, 
1831—1896, to the sections of which full explanatory notes 
are appended. In the preparation of some of these notes 
the author has had the assistance of Mr. W. Valentine Ball, 
of the North-Eastern Circuit. As our readers are probably 
aware, the Truck Acts prohibit the payment of a workman’s 
wages otherwise than in current coin of the realm. It seems 
that the chief difficulty connected with the Truck Acts has 
been the definition of the word“ workman,” but the cases 
set out at pp. 288 and 289 seem to provide a full legal 
definition of the term. 5 

We also find їп the appendix the Shop Hours Acts, 
1892—1895; the Seats for Shop Assistants Act, 1899 
(annotated) ; certain important provisions of (1) the Public 
Health Acts, 1875—1890, (2) the Public Health (London) 
Act, 1891, and (3) of the Elementary Education Acts ; 
the Revised Regulations published by the Board of Trade 
in 1900 ; the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1894; 
the Quarries Act, 1891 ; 42 pages containing all the special 
rules published from time to time for the regulation of various 
trades and industries, and, lastly, the text of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Acts, 1897—1900. 

An elaborate index completes the second edition of a work 
which ought to prove very useful to the factory inspector and 
the lawyer, as well as to the occupiers of factories, who will 
find their statutory duties and responsibilities set forth and 
carefully explained in Mr. Austin’s volume, 


Pumps: Their Construction and Management, By PHILIP 
J. ByonLING. London: Р. S. King & Son. 1902. 


This book, reprinted from the Engineering Times, has for 
its object the description of various pumps ordinarily in use, 
with hints on practical points to be considered in their con- 
struction. Such a book is needed. We can quite sympathise 
with the author when he refers to the different treatment 
meted out to a pump from that given to a steam engine, 
even under the same charge. A pump, it istrue, must often 
work under adverse conditions, but there is no occasion, of 
course, deliberately to design adverse conditions; yet too 
frequently such conditions are deliberately designed, and we 
find pumps put into unnecessarily dark and dirty places. 
One hears much of the slip of a pump, or its departure from 
а 100 per cent. volumetric efficiency. There is no excuse 
for many of the poor efficiencies shown by pumps; these 
are too often attributed to slow movements of valves 
which do not close sufficiently quickly to prevent reflux 
of the water. Frequently, however, the efficiency falls below 
100 per cent., because there are places in which air can lodge. 
Pump designers apparently forget that air expands when 
relieved of pressure, and that a small volume of imprisoned 
air on the suction side of a lift pump willaccount for a serious 
diminution of the,output, and may even stop the action of 
the pump altogether. : 

On the other hand, under certain conditions, a pump can 
be made to deliver more water than will fill the volume 
generated by the bucket. To enable this to be done the 
bucket must travel fast, and the suction pipe must be as 
small as consistent with ability to pass the amount of water. 
In this way the principles of the hydraulic ram may be 
brought into action. 

An illustration is given of a set of three centrifugal pumps 
in series, and on the same spindle, for delivering to a height 
of 200 ft. | 

We could wish that a little more information had been 
afforded as to the difference in design and dimensions of 
the three pumps to do this. Centrifugal pumps are a 
mystery to many engineers. To run efficiently, a centri- 
fugal pump must have a free supply. It will not do to 
throttle the supply to a centrifugal pump in order to compel 
it to deliver a certain specified yield. If when fully open 
a pump delivers more than wanted when run at the speed 
necessary for the height of delivery, then the pump is too 
large for its duty. To throttle such a pump will seriously 
reduce its efficiency, and engineers should be careful not to 


demand a certain efficiency when specifying quantity, height 
of delivery and size of pump, because any error in stating 
the size must render such a demand impossible to fulfil. 
Needless to say, no pump will lift water beyond the height 
corresponding to the temperature of the water. Under 


partial vacuum, hot or warm water gives off vapour more 


readily than cold water, and in most cases this property will 
seriously diminish the lifting power of the pump. Engineers 
who have not specially studied pumps may refer to the book 
with advantage. 


NOTES ON ACCIDENT PREVENTION. 


AN article in Cassier's Magazine, by Mr. G. W. Bissell, calls attention 
to the protection afforded to workmen by guarding machinery 
properly. We would say that the art of guarding machinery lies in 
a knowledge of what to guard and what to leave open. We have 
seen Home Office inspectors insist on the fixing of guards that 
positively introduced an element of danger not previously present. 
In other words, cne may guard a man into danger by restricting his 
freedom of action in certain circumstances. "There are places of 
danger into which it is necessary for an authorised person to go 
from time to time. The guarding of such a place is to be done not 
by fences and rails near the danger spot, but by fences or lock and 
key that will keep out the unauthorised person who has sense to be 
kept out. 'The fool who will stray into notified danger cannot be 
guarded against, and deserves very little sympathy when he comes 
to grief. Gearing on machine tools is a proper object to be guarded ; 
there are few cases where this caunot be done with advantage. 

Line shafting is properly guarded when placed overhead 
out of reach. No more mischievous detail exists than the square 
headed projecting set screw, or indeed any form of projecting screw 
or key. The recessed head sunk below the surface of the boss in 
which it is placed is the only safe thing to use. There is danger 
even with slot-headed sunk screws, because the use of a screw driver 
may cause a projecting burr that will take hold of a piece of cloth. 
A fairly safe form of set screw is the grubscrew sunk flush and with 
8 square recess in ita head in which a key of the railway door form 
is used. As much danger arises from work as from the machine 
tools. А favourite accident in early steam engine days was that of 
cutting off a turner's hand upon the siide rest of his lathe by means 
of the sharp edge of the D slide valve he was turning up. Acci- 
dents of this type were common. Modern steam engineering work 
uses simpler forms, but there are still pieces of irregular 
outline set revolving, and liable to cause accident. 

In a list of accidents given by the author, nearly 4,000 in number, 
close upon 1,100 were due to cleaning machinery in motion, but 
more than half were accidents connected with lathes. This was under 
the general head of Machinery and Engine Building. 

In the United States there i8 no care at all of workers, so that 
statistics are not available. This is carrying things to the other 
extreme. The American workman has been flattered that he 
is so much superior to the European native that he does not need 
grandmotherly care, but, as a fact, he really does need reasonable 
care as much as any other workman, and ought to get it, for the 
lot of an injured workman is not, we believe, a happy one in 
America. But foreign trade has taught the American machine 
builder to protect dangerous parts, and he now does it for his home 
trade also. 

There is no excuse for not protecting the gears of machine tools 
and other machines. Covers do not spoil the look of a machine, 
and they help to keep gears clean, and also prevent articles falling 
into them. Designers should also bear in mind that where protection 
cannot be fully given the direction of rotation will exert a most 
important influence on safety. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Ф 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled expressly for this journal by W. P. Thompson & Co., Electrical Patent 
Holborn, London W. C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 


Agents, 822, High 
inquiries should be addressed. 


10,522, “Improvements in, or in connection with, overhead wires used for ; 
Н. CRACENELL, J. W. 


electric traction and similar electric installations.” 
CRACKNELL and С, T. PniLLirs. May 12th. 

10,826. ‘Improvements relating to clockwork-operated electrical switches.” 
F. CoLLINS, May 12th. 

10,837. ‘Improvements in and relating to starting switches for electric 
motors and the like." T. Harkison and G. A. SmMirH. May 12th. 


106,440. »An improved form of insulator for electric fittings." C. T. A. 
HrNsHAw. May 12th. 
10.856. “ Improvements in switchboards for illuminating electric lamp signs, 


and cards or tickets for automatically actuating the same," М. NORDEN, 
12th. (Complete.) 

10,881. “Improvements in electric incandescent lamps with rare earth fila- 
ments.“ W. A. Crook and E. Minrs. May 12th. 


10,888. “Improvements in electro-magnetic devices." L. CEREBoTANI and 
A. SILBERMANN, May 12th. (Complete.) 


May 


10,589.“ Improvements in or relating to telephone receivers and trans. 
mitters.“ W. C. RcNoz. May 19th. 


10. 90. "Improvements in or relating to telephone fystems and apparatus 
therefor.” W. C. Вгхок. May 12th. 


10,99. ‘Improvements in electric circuit protecting devices." 
FERRANTI and С. C. GaRRaRD. May 12th, 


10,32. „ Improvements in arc lamps.“ 
Propvuctions, LIMITED, May 18tb. 


a An improved eleotrio switch.” W. Wuite. F. Rohr, Spain.) May 


B. Z. DE 


J. D. F. ANDREWS acd ELECTRICAL 


10,943. “Improvements in trolley guards.” E. GaoxE and P. Box REAU. May 
13th. (Complete.) 


10,953, « F in end relating to electric alarma operated by clock. 
work." E. R. MANNEL. May 13th. (Complete.) 


10.957. Improvements relating to electricity meters,” F. Lux. May 18th. 


10.971. Improvements in or relating to electric arc lamps." F. W. LE TALL’ 
(Н. Brener, Germany.) May 18th. 


1 "Improvements in portable incandescent lamps." J. WATTS. May 


11.018. * Improvements in lampholders or sockets as used in lamps for 
t lectric lighting and the like.“ J. W. Lea and J. Н. PERRINS. May 14th. 


‘Ga "Improvements in electricity supply meters," R. KENNEDY. May 


‚11.044. “Improvements in and connected with electric aro lamps." Ј, О. 
.GIRDLESTONE and C. F. G. THORKELIN, May 14th. (Complete.) 


11.068. “Improvements in apparatus for actuating the electrical controlling | 


Appliances of the motors of electric railway motor cars.“ RIEMENS Bros. & Co, 
Lrp. (Siemens & Halske, Actien-Gesellschaft, Germany.) May 14th. 


11,072. "Improvements in switches for electric circuite.” THE Britisn 
Тномяом-Носвтом Company, LIMITED, (J. J. Wood, United States.) May 14th. 
(Complete.) | 

11,078. "Improvements in means for controlling electric circuits.” Tre 
Rritisn Тномком-Носвтом Company, LixITED. 
May 14th. (Complete.) 


11,074. "Improvements in winding forms." TE British Тномвох - 
HOUSTON COMPANY, LIMITED, (J. W. Sundskog, United States.) May 14th, 
(Complete.) 

21,075. "Improvements {п electrio switches.” THE British Тномѕом- 
HOUSTON COMPANY, LIMITED. (E. M. Hewlett, United States.) May 14th. 
(Complete.) 

11,076. “ Improvements in electric атс lamps.“ Тик British THomson- 
Hovston Company, LIMITED. (E. W. Rice, jun., United States.) May 14th. 
(Complete.) 

11,077. “ Improvements in supports for high,. tension electric conductors.” 
Так BRITISH Тномѕох-Носятом Company, LIMITED. (A. F. Batchelder, United 
States.) May Mth. (Complete.) 

11.078, * Improvements in electrio arc lamps." Tur British THOMSON- 
Hovston Company, [лмітер, (W. С, Fish, United States.) May 14th, 
(Complete.) 

11,079. “ Improvements in eut. onts for electric conductors," Tae BRITISH 
THOMSON-Hovston Company, LIMITED. (Р. О. Watmough, jun., United 
States.) May lith. (Complete.) 

11,080 ‘Improvements in multipolar electric switches.” THe British 
THomson-Hovston Company, LIMITED. (Н. R. Sargent, United States.) 
May 14th. (Complete.) И 

11,081 “Improvements їп electric starting rheostats." Tire BRITISH 
Тномком-Носьтом Company, LIMITED. (Е. Maokintosh, United States.) 
May 14th. (Complete.) 

11,082. ‘Improvements іп third- rail insulators for electric railways.“ 
НЕ BRITISH THOMSON-HousTON Company, LIMITED. (В. В. Stewart, jun., 
United States.) May 14%. (Complete.) 

11,085, « Improvements in electric cranes.” SToTHERT & Pitt. May 14th. 

11,086, "Improvements in and relating to electric switches." D. R. 
BROADBENT, May lith. 

11,095. “Improvements in or relating to coupling devices particularly applic- 
able for coupling a dynamo to a centrifugal pump." M. A. EUDELIN. May lith 

11101. '* Improvements in electric clocks," О. ROMANZE. May 14th. 
11,102, „ Improvements relating to electric heaters and rheostats," M. C. 
KkUEGER, May 14th. (Complete.) 

11,127. Improved apparatus or means to be employed in conjunction with 
trolley arms in applying roofs or covers over the tops of electric tramcars and 
the like.“ J. T. TRAINER. May 15th. 

11,183. “Improvements in eleotrio aro lamps." 
Ахаогр, May 15th. 

.11,189. “Improvements in or relating to 'the electrical igniters of gas and 
similar explosive vapour motors." H. R. BELLANNY. May 15th. 

11.159. Spring roller for regulating the height of electric light pendants,” 
W. EMERSON. May 15th. 

11,160. “Improvements in electric aro lamps.” A. Kinsy and A. J. KIRBY. 
May 15th. 

11,165, “ Improvements in switch-box &ppnratus used for testing, standard- 
ising, or calibrating electrostatic instruments, and in measuring electric cur- 
rents thereby.“ G. L. ADDENBROORE. May löth. (Complete.) 

11,177. “Improvements in apparatus for opening and closing electric cir- 
cuits.” H. Hirst and C. F. ТліргЕ. May 18th. 

9 “Improvements in continuous current dynamos.“ P. NET LY. May 


A. ECKSTEIN and A, E. 


11,197. “ Extracting electricity from the atmosphere and storing it." J, 
FENTON, A. pu Lac, and A, JONCKHEERE. May 15th. 

11,206. “Improvements in or relating to arc lamps." F. ENGELHARDT, 
May 16th. 

11,209. ** Improvements relating to electrical conduit systems for tramways,” 

AGPINALL and J. D. DALLAS. May 15th. | 
11.240. Improved electric switch.“ J. C. MACALESTER. May 16th. 
1 Improved sliding pendant for electric’ lighting.“ J. MILNE. May 


11.269. Improvements in wireless signalling.” J. Munro. May 10th. 

11,286. “A new or improved galvanic cell" G. В. PUCHMULLER and 
G. PEARSON. May 16th. (Complete.) 

“Improvements in electric switches and regulating sockets, chiefiy 
desiened for use in cennection with incandescent electric lamps." H. H. Laks. 
(W. P. Pinckard, United States.) May 16th. (Complete.) 

11,818. © Improvements in and relating to the transmission of electrical 
impulses.” L, WALTER and P. WALTER. May 16th, 

11,823. “Improvements in electricity meters.“ L. J. Anon and J. W. FLOWER. 
May 16th, 

11,824. “ Improvements in electricity meters of the kind known as two-rate 
meters," L. J. Akon and J. W. FLOWER. May 16th. . 

11.339. “Improvements in portable telephonic appnratus for use of persons 
of impaired hearing." W. E. Hi:ys, (The Hutchison Acoustic Company, 
U.S A.) May 16th. (Complete.) 

11,310. “Improvements in any or semi-dry cells of primary or secondary 
electric batteries." (The Hutchison Acoustic Company, C. S. A.) May 16th, 
(Complete.) 

11.342. “ Improvements in charging switches for secondary electric batteries.” 
W. E. Heys. (The Hutchison Acoustic Company, United States. May 17th. 
(Coniplete.) 

11,357. “ Improvements in electricity meters.“ К, ANDERSON, May 17th, 


11,869, "Improvements in electric governing devices.“ J. J. O'CONNOR and 
W. О. S. HILpircn. May 17th. 


(J. J. Wood, United States.) 
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11.872. Improvements in the manufacture of earthenware sanitaty pipes 
cable conduits and other like objects.” R. STANLEY, May 17th. 

11,874. “A new system of electric traction. В, CRUVELLIER. 
(Complete.) 

11,877. "Improvements in fittings for metallic conduit systems of electric 
wiring.” L. М. WATERHOUSE and THE SIMPLEX STEEL CONDUIT COMPANY, 
LiwiTED. May 17th. (Complete.) 

11,993. “Improvements in automatic apparatus for controlling and operating 
the points of electric railways and tramways.” T. B, Stewart, W. Н. ''unxEn, 
and R. E. Dixon. May 17th. 

11,895. ‘Improvements in or applicable to rheostat switches for controlling 
el: сігіс currents." W. R. Larpiaw and G. Н. SCHOLES. May 17th. 


11,404. “Improvements in electric fuses." О. L. PEARD. May 17th. 
11.416. Improvements in Overhead conductors for electrio iram and rail. 
ways.” E. DussEK. May 17th. 
11,427. “А new or improved endless electric conveyor for conveying tin 
plates from the bath of molten metal to a suitable or desirable place." J.B, О, 
«Слик and С. HiLLMAN, May 17th, (Complete.) 


May 17th 


— 
ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W, P, Thompson 


and Oo., 822, High Holborn, W.O.,and at Liverpool, Price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps), 


5,693. ‘improvements in and relating to telephonic &" M.C. Mongle 
and Р. 8. Ch son. Dated March 27th, 1900. Telephone instruments are 
connected by means of & single line, including condensers in series, or by two 

arallel lines, each attached to a telephone set and provided with a dea end. 

he two lines may consist of the wires of a submarine cable. b claims. 


5,699. ''improvoments in the mothod of and means for protecting electrical 
connections.” J. Langton. Dated March 27th, 1900. The electrode of an 
elertrolytic or galvanic cell is provided with a rod or bar, the other end of which 
is preferably furnished with a shoe, and rests upon an insulated metal tray, 
which is the permanent terminal of one of the line conductors. The tray con- 
tains water or other liquid, which is capable of dissolving and holding in solu- 
tion any salts that may be deposited into it, such as creepings, splashings, or 
drippings. Other forms of connection may be adopted, provided the contact 
surfaces are submerged, 5 claims. 


6,710. improved indicator for storage batteries.” p. J. $. Tiddeman. Dated 
March 27th, 1900. Relates to current meters for indicating the exhaustion of 
the individual cells of a storage battery. Each cell is permanently connected 
through a fuse toa separate ele otro-magnet, which normally is able to support 
an armature lever, but allows this to drop if the cell pressure falls below any 
desired limit, adjusted by a distance screw set in the armature. Each lever 
carries an indicating plate behind a numbered openings in & front ран. and 
may also close the circuit of an electric bell by contact with a step. 

may be bung from pivots, or hinged below the electro-magnets. 8 claims. 


solution of naturally low resistance is employed as the resistance or heating 
medium. 4 claims. 
and indi- 


5,743. ‘Improvements in er relat te the mechanism for oentrolii 
eating temperature тне.” E. Н, Grif ithe, W. C. D. Whetham, and the Cambr 
Sentinel Manufacturing Company. Dated March 27th, 1900. In an apparatus for 
indicating temperature limits and applicable to fire alarms, а quantity of fusible 
metal, alloy, or other substance is arranged in а receptacle in such a way that, 
when the temperature limit is reached, it melte, and the action of gravity or а 
epring causes the alloy, Åc., to close an electric circuit во as to sound a bell, &c., 
alarm or perform some other function. 6 claims. 


6,761. „ Improvements In or In oennection with storage batteries." E. A. Sperry. 
Dated March 27th, 1900. Relates ќо а cell which is formed by burning lead 
см кеше, and isin one with the negative fastened to the inner walls of the 
cells, claims. 


6,766. “improvements in the manufacture of electrical insulatiag material.” 
с. Jung A. Brecher and A. Kittel. Dated March 27th, 1900. Casein is kneaded 
with oils with or without sulphur, and is afterwards mixed with gutta-percha or 
other suitable material. The whole may be vulcanised or not, and may be 
coloured. The oils preferred are castor, rape or linseed. 6 claims, 


5.764. ‘Means tor retaining the field magnet coils of electric metors aad 
dynamos im position.” C. А. Lindstrom. Date ев 
i amos in position. 


The coils which fit over the boles are secured to the frame лса of wedge- 
shaped blocks of wood or other non-conducting material, t rough which and 
through the frame pass bolts of non-magnetic material, provided at their outer 
ends with nuts by meansof which the parts may be adjasted. 4 claims. 


5,769. * improvoments In electric oahles." G. Н. Nisbett. Dated, March 28th, 
1906. Multipbase current systems are provided with cables in which the various 
phases are balanced by means of tho various arrangement of conductors. One 
arrangement is described in which two sector conductors are surrounded by two 
annular stranded conductors, The central conductors may vary in number 
and shape. 3 claims, 

5,006. “Improvements in the regulation of samo-eleotrie machines.” British 

Я Compeny. (С. P. Stolumetz,) ated March 28th, 1000. Double- 
current generators are automatically regulated by means she pres to variations 
of load in both the continuous current and the alterna current cirouits. 
The generator from which proceeds the direct current leads and the three- 
phase leads is provided with a compound winding, consisting of a shunt coil 
and a series coil, so as to compensate for the demagnetising effect of the directs 
current armature reaction. To compensate for the effects of the alternating 


‘ Current armature reaction, a rosary converter is connected to the three-phase 


leads, the said converter being provided with a series winding as well as a shunt 

winding. In addition to this, reactance coils are inserted in the N 

leads. Alternatively, & synchronous motor may be connected to the three- 

phase leads, the motor fieid being provided with two windings, one of which is 

quppliea with a direct current through a rectifier, and the other from au exciter. 
0 


aims. 
6,941. "improvements Im electricity meters.” M. C. Clutterbuck. Dated 
March 28th, 1900, Mercury voltameters are made with porous diaphragms to 
support the mercury anodes above the cathodes. In the form described, the 
porous diaphragm is supported on a shoulder the glass enclosing vessel, below 
& platinum connecting wire; the cathode is & platinum wire in the lower part 
of the vessel where mercury is deposited and measured on an adjacent scale. 


7 claims, 

5,848. "improvements in conduits amd conductor supports fer electric tram- 
ways." М.Н. Smith. Dated March 29th, 1900. Relates to electric railways апа 
tramways on the conduit system. The boxes or chairs which carry the raiis 
and the conductors in the conduit are built up of channel and girder sections of 
wrought-iron or steel, closed at the end by plates with flanges or angle irons, 
The various parts are riveted together and the sections are cut out for the 
conduit, Cover plates are placed on the top and the box may be extended at one 


side for the hand hole cover. б claims. 


5,860. “improvements im electrica! apparatus for holsting and other intor. 
mittant work." W. Н, Scott, Dated March 29th, 1900. Relatesto apparatus for 
Starting, stopping and governing the speed of electric motors employed for 
hoisting or other intermittent work. 6 claims. 
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No. 1,280. 


OUR NAVY BOILERS. 


Ir is now reported that the first six cruisers of the 1901-2 
programme, at present under construction, shall have a com- 
posite boiler equipment as follows. The proportion of 
boilers is given in fifths of the whole quantity :— 


Н.М.8. Devonshire, Niclausae 4, cylinder 1. 
H.M.S. Hampshire, Yarrow 4, cylinder 1. 
H.M 8. Carnarvon, Niclausse 4, cylinder 1. 
H.M.S. Roxburgh, Diirr 4, cylinder 1. 
H.M.S. Argyll, Babcock 4, cylinder 1. 
H.M.S. Antrim, Yarrow 4, cylinder 1. 


All these vessels are of one class of 10,200 tons, and 


. specified speed 23 knots, One-fifth of the total of 132,000 


Н.Р, is to be produced from cylindrical boilers. The chief 
interest in the announcement is that there are no Bellevilles 
to be fitted. It is something to have got rid of that boiler. 
Writing in the Pall Mall Gazette, Mr. W. Allan condemns 
all water-tube boilersalike, and considers that the above scheme 
is condemned to the same failure as was the Belleville. He 
gives some very startling figures and facta as to the failure of 
ships in which some of the boilers named have been tried, 
namely, the Babcock boilers in the ss. Norman Isles, and 
the ss. Scottish Hero. Other boilers. not named above 
failed in other ships, notably the Howard boiler in the ss. 
Mark Antony and Fairy Dell. We knew something . 
of the Howard boiler years ago, and can understand its 
failure. It was constructed so that it must have failed. 

Mr. Allan cites no instance, we fancy, in his list of a 
small“ vertical tube boiler failing, and we cannot go.so far 
as Mr. Allan in his wholesale condemnation of all water-tubc 
boilers. | 

The profound ignorance of most water-tube boiler men ou 
questions of furnace design gives us reason to doubt the 
capacity of any one of the six cruisers to run smokelessly on 
anything but Welsh coal, if they even succeed in doing it on 
that. But does nct Mr. Allan overstate his case? All 
water-tube boilers must not be classed with the Belleville. 
We never have so classed them, and have, indeed, protested _ 
against the disingenuous manner in which the Admiralty 
have covered their blunder by confusing the issue between 
water-tube boilers in general and their pet failure in 
particular. We think no harm of a few small experiments 
being made where these are justified. A question of some 
moment is whether our Navy boilers ought to be capable of 
burning coals of a bituminous nature—Scotch, Lancasbire 
or Durham, as well as Welsh—without smoke. If this be 
necessary, then we agree with Mr. Allan that on this point 
the Admiralty’s new scheme is unlikely to be successful. 
None of the boilers in the above list appears to us capable 
of being arranged in a ship of war во as to give perfect 
combustion. We may be wrong in this statement; 
most of them could be set so as to be practically, if not 
absolutely, smokeless on land. But there are certain limita- 
tions ав to space on board ship, and more especially on a 
warship, whereon water-line means so much, that no argu- 
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ment based on land practice can be applied to naval 
„practice. 

All through the past few years of discussion on the 
Belleville boiler, it has been loudly proclaimed that the 
Messageries Maritimes used the Belleville boiler, and found 
it acomplete success. Mr. Allan told the House on May 29th 
that this great line was discontinuing the use of the boiler, 
and Mr. Arnold Forster practically denied that the Boiler 
Committee had condemned the Belleville, whereupon 
Mr. Allan invited him—very properly, too, in face of well- 
known facta—to be square, | 

As to the general idea that water-tube boilers are an 
absolute necessity in the Navy because of weight and of the 
tearing up of decks to remove the cylinder boiler, it has 
never yet been shown that the weight theory told in favour 
of the water-tube boiler, and it cannot, surely, be urged that 
the Admiralty ought to do so much worse in boiler affairs 
than was proved possible by the ss, Britannic,.which ran 
25 years with her original boilers, and only then changed 
` them—and the engines—becanse of triple-expansion and 
the higher boiler pressures now possible. 

Do our ships of war remain serviceable as ships anything 
like 25 years? We trow not. Why, then, make so much 
fuss over cylinder boilers, which would not require changing 
in a ship’s useful life if the Admiralty would be guided by 
the reasons that guide the design of a liner and would pay 
men properly to look after the machinery. We condemned 
the experiment on the Powerful and Terrible as too huge, at 
the time, apart from the foregone conclusion ‘of failure that 


was too obvious to any engineer. And the present experi- 


ment seems also on the side of extravagance. 

Six cruisers are to be more or less complicated in their 
arrangements by having two types of boilers put into them. 
Yet there will be boilers enough in any one of them to have 
made the experiment on all four boilers named as well as the 
cylindrical. Such an experiment would have been justi- 
fiable, The ship might have been named H.M.S. Rattletrap 
with great propriety. We will not, however, complain 
unduly. Even if they smoke badly, the proposed boilers 
are not of the extremely dangerous type. Reasonably sound 
material is likely to stand the stresses involved. It is to be 
hoped for the sake of the water-tube principle that the 
Admiralty will not revert to lap-welded tubes, though it may 
also be hoped that the nickel steel necessary in the Belleville 
boiler will no longer be required. None of the proposed 
boilers has a long tube of the manifold type, which has 
always seemed to invite danger. 

The Yarrow boiler has steeply inclined tubes; the Diirr 
boiler is a modified Field tube boiler, with the Field tube 
inside another tube open at one end only. So is the Niclausse. 
The Babcock boiler is а nest of inclined through tubes of 
no great length. The Field tube principle is correct 
enough .within reason. Much cannot, hqwever, be said in 
favour of any of the proposed boilers from the point, of com- 
bustion. Welsh coal is costly, and the supply is not un- 
limited. We allow the so-called coal owners to sell it to the 
foreigner for use against ourselves, to their great profit and 
this country’s great loss. Yet the new boilers must have 
Welsh coal if they are not to show their course in the sky. 

Much that Mr. Allan writes is well put. He has done good 
service, and he has been consistent on the boiler question ; 

but we think he goes too far. 


‚ We might point out to him that very large numbers of 
water-tube boilers have been for some years at work in 
most electric light stations with very fair safety, even if 
with much trouble as regards smoke, and we would emphssie 
the fact that water-tube boilers to-day are very different 
from the Howard safety boiler which some years ago 
exploded so often and so fatally, and so signally belied its 
name, 

Mr. Allan very properly condemns the defence of the 
Belleville type by First Lords and Secretaries, “ the theses 
read before Institutions by Adiniralty officials,” and во on. 
It has all been very lamentable, but we must not, on that 
account, condemn all experiment, if such experiment is kept 
within reasonable bounds. We italicise the term, as we 
fear the proposed experimenta are too extravagant. 

There has been so much public scandal over the whole 
subject of naval boilers, that the taxpayer may very 
properly ask reason for the faith that is in the Admiraky. 
Have they reasons for their present course of action that will 
appeal to the majority, say, of the chief engineers of the 
Cunard Line ? 

Can they show that the new boilere they propose to try 
have already shown qualities of safety, smokelessness and 


_ durability sufficient to warrant so extended a trial as is indi- 


cated, which may after all mean the virtual crippling of, 
say, three of the selected cruisers? How far is the Boiler 
Commission responsible for the new departure? So far 


their recommendations have not, we believe, been placed on 


record nearly so strongly as if they had been the recom- 
mendations of consulting engineers advising a private firm. 
The suspicion that officialdom has been let down gently 


. obtains strongly. 


IN another column we commence to print 
the paper read by Mr. Brown -before the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers on May 18, upon “ Auto- 
matic Relay Translation for Long Submarine Cables.” In 
the course of the discussion which followed the reading of 
the paper, the concise remarks of Mr. Judd, whilst doing 
justice to the beanty and ingenuity of the new relay, served 
to temper the somewhat unmeasured praise bestowed upon 
it by certain other speakers, whose enthusiasm outran their 
discretion. Mr. Judd’s observations were the more valuable 
as coming from one who speaks with authority and from 
actual experience of the working of the apparatus when 
used for relaying traffic messages from one long cable to 
another. A notable point in the discussion was made by 
Mr. Н. W. Sullivan, who traversed the inventor's statement 
as to the unreliability for cable working of butt contacts, 
mentioning that just recently he had himself successfully tried 
a new relay with butt contacts of his own design пропа 
considerable length of laid cable. We understand that Mr. 
Sullivan is now introducing certain improvements in ћи 
instrument, and that it is shortly to undergo further practical 
cable trials; we shall await particulars and the result with 
interest. In the abseuce of sufficient information in Mr. 
Brown's paper upon essential pointe (especially the local 
correction device), we are unable to criticise the “ drum" 
relay in detail; but speaking in general terms, and froma 
knowledge of cable working extending over many years, we 
are of opinion that in its present form the apparatus, with 
its many auxiliary parts, is too complicated for the prac- 
tical working requirements ef а cable station. There is ю 
much in it to go wrong. It seems to us that it will need 
considerable attention, especially in the tropics, aud that at 
cach intermediate station, if traffic delays are to be avoided, 
it will be necessary to have в skilled man to keep watch and 
guard over it. 


Cable Relays. 
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Тнк ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT. 
By ALBERT CAMPBELL, B.A. 


ALTHOUGH the equipment of the laboratory is proceeding as 
quickly as the available fands permit, it is still far from 
com plete, and much of the time of the staff is at present 
devoted to it. In the electrical department enough has been 
done, however, to enable the Director to undertake immedi- 
ately а tolerably wide range of measurement. А brief 
description of some of the apparatus may therefore be of 
interest to readers of the ELECTRICAL Review. With regard 


to the generating and distributing plant, it is sufficient to 


remark that a supply of current is obtained from a 60-Kw. 
dynamo, driven by a Parsons steam turbine, and in addition 
to this machine, there is a smaller dynamo, with a Crossley 
gas engine, and a motor-generator, which can be used as a 
booster or alone. Ample storage capacity is afforded by 
three batteries of Chloride cells, each battery giving at least 
105 volts; one of them is reserved exclusively for electric 
heating in the thermometric department. Arrangements for 
а supply of alternating: current at various frequencies are 
under consideration. 

There are three rooms devoted to purely electrical work. 
The smallest of these is in the basement, and has connected 
with it cellars which are admirably adapted for preserving 
constant temperature. The room itself is provided with a 
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apparatus for the absolnte measurement of resistance ; but 
the fitting-up of instruments in this room has scarcely 
begun. А part of the room is at present occupied by a 
potentiometer, consisting of very accurate stendard coils, 
and this is being used for the purpose of adjusting standards 
of low resistance. There is also here a convenient form of 
Thomson low-resistance bridge, by which commercial tests 
of copper conductivity and the like are rapidly carried out. 
A high resistance potentiometer is also available for voltage 
comparisons, 1 

In the other main electrical laboratory are being set up a 
number of secondary standards. A Kelvin current balance 
reading to 100 amperes is already in position, and near it is 
a specially designed Kelvin reflecting electrostatic voltmeter, 
with a very long scale bent into a circle of large radius. As 
this scale is about 4 metres long, a change of 1 volt at 100 
volta moves the light spot through 4 cms. The instrument 
reads directly to 160 volts, and in order to adapt it to the 
measurement of direct or alternating voltages up to 1,000 
or 2,000 volts, a potential-dividing box of 100,000 obms 
has been constructed. The 10 coils in it are wound in 100 
separate sections on a wooden frame, well shellacked and 
baked, and each section is non-inductive. Some of the 
coils are further sub-divided to enable the voltmeter to be 
calibrated by direct comparison with a standard cell. In 
using the box, the high voltage, v, to be measured, is put 
across the total 100,000 ohms, and the voltmeter terminals 
are connected to points giving a suitable fraction of v for 
the instrument to measure. In а corner near is at present 
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MaIn SWITCHBOARD. D1aGRaM OF CONNECTIONS. (See p. 929.) 


thermostat, by which the gas heating is regulated, and a 
steady temperature obtained. The working substance in this 
thermostat is silver ammonium chloride, a compound which 
gives a large variation in vapour pressure for a small change 
of temperature near 15? C. In this room are the British 
Association standards of resistance. and a Carey- Foster 
bridge for comparing resistances to a high degree of accu- 
гасу. In addition to the historic B.A. coils, which have 
already done such good work, there are a number of modern 
manganin standards. Low- resistance standards, capable of 
carrying large currents, are also being constructed, and as 
the cooling surface »llowed in these is much larger than that 
found in commercial shunts, a very high degree of accuracy 
is thus attained. As standards of potential difference, a 
number of M-form Clark cells have been constructed, and 
most of these will be kept permanently in the constant- 
temperature room, from which well-insulated leads will run 
to the other electrical rooms. As secondary standards, a 
number of cadmium cells have also been made, and it ів 
expected that these will prove more convenient than the 
Clark cella, as their temperature coefficient is so very much 
smaller, | | 
The largest electrical room is to contain primary stan- 
dirds, a large concrete slab being reserved for а Lorenz 


set up an accurate Wheatatone’s bridge of six dials with 
manganin coils. 

The rest of the room is mainly devoted to capacity and 
inductance work, the latter including the magnetic testing 
of iron. The most prominent objects in the room at pre- 
sent are the two large air condensers of the British Associa- 
tion, which stand on a marble-topped pier specially built for 
them. ‘They consist of a large number of concentric brass 
cylinders supported in such a way that the alternate ones 
are insulated from the others, the dielectric substance being 
dry air; the capacity of each is about 0°02 microfarad. 
Anyone who has been worried by the effects of residual 
charge and leakage in ordinary condensers with dielectric of 
mica or paraffined paper will at once appreciate the advan- 
tages of standards in which the solid dielectric is replaced 
by air; in fact, Dr. Glazebrook's experiments some years 
ago amply proved the trustworthiness and convenience of 
such condensers. Since they have been erected in the 
laboratory, their absolute values have been redetermined by 
the following method. The condenser, with a suitable com- 
mutator, is made one of the arms of a Wheatstone’s bridge, 
and the commutator is rotated at a uniform speed in such a 
way as to charge and discharge the condenser. The con- 
denser arm of the bridge thus transmits a pu'eatirg enrrent, 


D 


— c "VL 


998 - 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 50. No. 1, 280. Jun 6, 1902. 


and becomes equivalent to a resistance. If the moving part 
of tbe galvanometer has a sufficiently slow time of swing, a 
halance can be obtained in the ordinary way, and the 
capacity of the condenser calculated from the values of the 
resistances and the frequency of commutation. The speed 
of the commutator is regulated by the aid of a stroboscopic 
disc which is viewed through the slits carried 'by an elec- 
trically-driven tuning-fork, friction being applied by a cord 
. to & pulley on the disc so as to keep the image seen through 
the slits steady. 

Оп a table close by is arranged the apparatus for Lord 
Kelvin’s method of comparing capacities, and by it a 
number of commercial condensers are being compared with 
the air standards. From the standard capacity can be 
obtained a standard inductance (self or mutual), or, what is, 
perhaps, of more interest to electrical engineers, a standard 
of magnetic flux. Accordingly not far from the condensers 
are found ballistic galvanometers, mutual inductance coils, 
and all the arrangements for the complete testing of iron 


and steel rings for magnetic permeability and hysteresis. — 


Tn addition to this there is a Ewing permeability bridge of 
the latest pattern, with the additional apparatus necessary 
for the calibration of the standard bars. Commercial test- 
ing of transformer sheet has already been taken in hand. 
Makers and users of glow lamps will be pleased to hear 
that the Director hopes before long to have facilities for test- 
ing these for candle-power, efficiency and life. It ів unfor- 
tunate that in this country the photometric standards used 
hy different people differ very widely from one another, 
variations of 10 to 15 per cent. being not uncommon, It ів 
hoped that the laboratory may help to remedy this state of 
things, and promote a nniformity in light standards such as 


the work of the Reichsanstalt has brought about in 


Germany. 


To the engineer as well as the electrician the Thermo- 


metric Department presents much of interest. Engineers 
will be glad to learn that good mercury thermometers can 
now be obtained which read up to 500? C.; to keep the 
mercury from boiling at such high temperatures, the part of 
the thermometer tube above the mercury is filled with 
nitrogen under pressure before the end is finally sealed up. 
We understand that such thermometers are now beginning 
to be manufactured in this country, and it is hoped that 
many of them will find their way to the Laboratory for veri- 
fication. One of the baths in which these thermometers are 
tested is filled with a mixture of nitrates of potassium and 
sodium, which is more fusible than either of it& component 
salts. Тһе mixture is kept melted by means of gas burners, 
and constant circulation is obtained by aid of a stirrer 
driven by an electric motor. The thermometers are in steel 
tubes to protect them from direct contact with the liquid. 
In many industries the importance of measuring quite high 
temperatures is now being recognised ; accordingly the labora- 
tory possesses very complete arrangements for testing resist- 
ance thermometers, thermo-junctions, and other pyrometers 
for the measurement of temperatures up to 1,800° or 
1,400°C. As the ultimate standard of reference an elaborate 
gas thermometer has been set up, and with this are compared 
the working standards, which are platinum resistance thermo- 
meters, and thermo-junctions of pure platinum with platinum- 
rhodium or platinum-iridium alloy. In this country the 
ease with which such thermo-junctions can be used for 
measuring high temperatures is not yet sufficiently appre- 
ciated. A thermo-junction occupies very small space, and 
has extremely small heat capacity. To obtain an efficient 
pyrometer it is only necessary to combine with the junction 
some means of measuring the voltage produced. 
cases а galvanometer is all that is required for this. From 
the quickness and handiness of the method, it is to be 
employed in the alloys research to be carried on by the 
metallurgical department of the laboratory. : 

For obtaining the necessary steady high temperatures, two 
electric ovens have been set up. These consist of seta of 
porcelain and fireclay tubes arranged concentrically. Round 
one of the tubes is a long spiral of nickel wire, and this is 
heated by a current taken from a special 100-volt battery of 
large capacity. With a current of 15 or 16 amperes a 
beautifully steady and uniform temperature of 1,100° to 
1,200° C. can be obtained inside the innermost tube. The 
whole oven is so well lagged with non-conducting material 


In many . 


that the temperature of the outside is quite moderate. In 
one of the ovens the insulating lagging round the nickel coil 
consiste of powdered silica, which has been made from quartz 
By heating it te redness and quenching in water. The 
cleanliness of these ovens and the comfort im working them 
fully exemplify the advantages of electric heating. 

In conclusion, it should be mentioned that the electric 
equipment of the laboratory is only in. progress, and that 
before long there will be set up apparatus for supplying high 
voltages and for testing insulation resistance, as well as for 
carrying out many other tests of great importance to the 
electrical engineer. | 


WIRING FOR EXPERIMENTAL WORK. 


By W. P. STEINTHAL, M.Sc. 


THE general scheme whioh I am about to describe is based 


to some extent on the experience gained in the equipment of 
the new physical laboratories at the Owens College, Man- 
chester. The system is somewhat similar, though the 
exigencies of the building itself and the differences in the 
requirementa of the two institutions rendered certain 
modifications, from the plans adopted at the Owens College, 
essential. | 

In the first place, it was found impossible to work entirely 
with bare conductors; in fact, when the scheme was first 
prepared, there was some doubt as to the advisability of 
using bare conductors at all. However, the great saving in 


.cost, together with the great convenience obtained for 


making alterations or additions, decided in favour of bare 
conductors wherever possible. 

It was, therefore, arranged that all conductors should be 
bare, with the exception of the conductors connecting the main 
switchboard with the branch distributing boerds, and the 
conductors in those rooms where the magnetic effects of 
the conductors themselves had to be considered. 


INSULATOR AND CLAMP (Half full size). 


In the former case the conductors consist of high 
conductivity copper insulated with impregnated paper and 
lead covered. In the latter the conductors are concentric, 
the insulation being as above, and the whole conductor lead 
covered. | 

As this form of insulation is extremely hygroscopic, and 
deteriorates rapidly if exposed to the atmosphere, the ends 
of all cables, where connections are made to boards or 
terminals, are sealed with porcelain end connectors filled 
solid with paraffin wax. The bare conductors are run on 
porcelain insulators bolted to iron straps and bracketa. 
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The wire is soft-drawn high conductivity copper, No. 4 
gauge being used for 100-ampere cirenits and No. 8 gauge 
for „O amperes. 

Current is obtained from two batteries. Опе of these 
batteries, situated near the main switchboard, described later, 
consists of 55 R-type Chloride cells, arranged in 13 
groups, 10 of five cells, two of two cells, and a single cell.. 

The second battery, situated in one of the wings of the 
building, and provided with its own charging and distri- 
buting board, of similar design to the main board, consists 
of 56 R-type Chloride cells, arranged in four groups of 14 
cells each. | 

Main Sicilchboard.—This consists of two parts; one part 
contains the ammeter, voltmeter, main switch and fuses, 
automatic cut-outs and resistance plugs: the other a series 


TERMINAL Bock (Half full size). 


of switches for connecting the cells in various ways, and a 
set of vertical and horizontal bars for connecting cells to 
circuits as required. 

The actual connections will be clear on referring to the 
diagram (p. 927). It will be seen that there are 30 circuits from 
the main board. No. 1 circuit is for heavy currents up to 500 
amperes, and is first taken to a subsidiary five-way plug- 
board, three circuits from which have a capacity of 100 
amperes, and two of 500 amperes. 

To get current above 50 amperes, groups of cells have to 
be arranged in parallel, and this is effected by means of the 
switches on the extreme right of the plug board. 

If all the switches are closed, it will be seen that each 
group is in series, whereas if all the switches, with the excep- 
tion of No. 2 and 3, are open, the cells can be arranged in 
11 groups of five in parallel. ` 

The boards are built of slate slabs, mounted on wrought- 


iron frames; the bars at the front of the board are vertical, 


of rolled brass, polished and lacquered, those at the back 
being horizontal, and left unpolished. By means of holes at 
every intersection and suitable plugs, any horizontal bars 
can be connected with any vertical bar. 
` Referring to the diagram, the number in Roman type 
opposite a circuit represents the number of tbe room in 
which that circuit ends, the italic numbers the rooms into 
which tappings off the circuit are taken. 
The following schedule, in conjunction with the diagram, 
will show the various connections :— 
(в) To charge the whole tat- Close switches I. to XIV., insert 
tery. plugs at a, о. 
(0) To charge, вау, Ње 5th group Close switches V., VI., XIV., 
alone. insert plugs at a, k, 7’, a’. 
(c) To discharge whcle battery Close switches II. to XIII., open 


on to any circuit with resist- switches I., XIV., insert plugs | 


ance and ammeter in the dis- at o, b, Sio connect 4 to tio. 
charge circuit (say, circuit 10). 
(1) Ditto ditto without ammeter Close switches I. to XIII., in- 


and resistance. sert plugs at “10, S10. 

(e) To discharge, say, 3 groups Insert plugs ati, Л, g, b, con- 
of 5 in parallel with ammeter nect r to p, remove fuse at p, 
and resistance on to circuit insert plugs at /', 9, À', open 
No. 1. switches VII.to X. 

(J) Ditto ditto without ammeter Insert plugs at i, A, g, insert 
and resistance. plugs at /, 9, x“, open switches 

VII. to X. 


The ammeter is an Evershed moving-coil instrument with 
two shunts for 100 and 500 amperes. 

The voltmeter is a Kelvin electrostatic instrument, switch- 

rd pattern, 


The resistance consists of seven steps having values 0265, 
*05, *1, °2, “8, *4, *5 ohm. 

The ends of each resistance are bronght to blocks with 
plugs between each block, similar to the Post Office resigt- 
ance box, so that by inserting the correct plugs, any resistance 
between 025 ohm and 1:575 with differences of 025 can 
be obtained. 

A portable voltmeter is provided, and the plugs are made 
so that a connector can be taken from the plugs to the volt- 
meter, and the operator can ascertain the voltage that he is 
putting on toa particular circuit. 3 

There are three subsidiary plug boards in various parte of 
the building, called А: B, C. 


Board A is fed by circuite 23 to 26, 
ээ B 99 99 19 to 22, 
uc Os „ 15 to 18. 


Of the four circuits to each of these boards, one is for 
100 amperes and three for 50 amperes. Each branch board 
has 10 horizontal bars, eight connected to the main board 
and two spare, and 20 vertical bars providing for 10 circuits 
from the board. 

Each board is provided with a volt gauge and loose con- 
nectors for connecting the voltmeter to the plugs or the 
horizontal bars. 

On the main switchboard an automatic cut-out of the 
Crawley type is fitted. The magnetising coil is separately 
excited by a group of five cells. The shunt coil is split up 
into sections which can be cut out in succession, according to 
the number of cells which it is desired to charge. 

For connecting apparatus to the circuits, the conductors are 
led to terminal blocks, consisting of enamelled slate blocks 4 in. 
square, fitted with brass terminals, as shown in the adjoining 
sketch. Under the head of the terminal screw a washer is 
provided, so that fine wire can be connected in addition to the 
wires or cables that can be clamped in the terminal hole. 
Where high insulation is required the slate block is mounted 
on ebonite, and the screw holes are bushed with ebonite. 

Circuit No. 1 for currents up to 500 amperes consiste of 
copper strip 1} in. х I in., fixed on insulators by means of 
brass clips (see figure on p. 928). 

The circuits generally show an insulation resistance of 
about five megohms. 

Certain very delicate teste with very small voltages require 
a higher insulation than this For these experiments the 
system of conductors is not suitable, and portable accumu- 
lators will be used instead of using the supply from the main 
batteries. | 


` А RECORD IN STEAM-RAISING FROM 
LONDON REFUSE. 


Тик scepticism of prejudice is, as ever, best met by the 
argument of experience. To the question “Can any good 
thing come out of refuse? the answer is, Come and see ;”” 
or, in the modern equivalent by Meldrum Bros., “бо to 
Grays.” We accepted the invitation. We went to Grays, as 
Grays Thurrock is generally called, and saw the combined 
refuse destructor and electric generating works in everyday 
operation, ‘The electric station contains two steam sets of 
100 Kw. each at 460 500 volts, а balancer booster, and 
battery of accumulators, The boiler room contains two 
30 ft. x 8 ft. Lancashire boilers adapted for coal firing. 
These are used only when there is an insufficient supply of 
refuse to burn in the destructor. The destructor house is 
separate from the main boiler house, and contains two 2-grate 
Meldrum regenerative Simplex destructors, working in 
conjunction with a Lancashire boiler 20 ft. x 7 ft., and & 
regenerator for heating the air supplied to the furnaces. 

The gases after leaving the furnaces pass through a com- 
bustion chamber, where most of the dust settles, then through 
the boiler flues and regenerator, and into the chimney, either 
direct or through an economiser. The plant is arranged 
80 that dust may be raked out of the combustion chamber, 
boiler downtake, and regenerator, and can therefore be 1un 
for about three months without stoppage. 
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The normal burning capacity of each furnace is one ton 
per hour, although it is capable of working up to double this 
capacity in case of. necessity. The destructor does not work 
under ita best conditions, nor.does any destructor which has to 
supply steam for a lighting load only. To do ite best, the 
furnaces of a destructor should be kept going night and day. 
In this instance, the plant only works for six or seven hours 
a day, when the fires are burned out, and the destructor 
is allowed to stand idle during the remainder of the 24 hours. 
We timed our visit so as to arrive at about starting-up time. 
Although the fires had been out and the furnace doors left 
open for some 17 or 18 hours, the gauge indicated a boiler 
pressure of about 100 lbs. Had the doors been left closed, 
steam would have blown off during the night due to the 
beat stored in the brickwork. The amount of heat 
necessarily wasted, therefore, due to the nature of the load, 
is very considerable. Within an hour of starting up from 
cooled furnaces, the generating plant was charging the 
accumulators. | 

The maximum load on the station is 80 KW., and this is 
easily maintained by the consumption of about two tons of 
refuse an hour. On an average 12 tons of refuse per day 


(about six hours) are burned. Two stokers and a trimmer 


are employed, so this averages one ton per hour per stoker, 
which means very easy firing, as double this duty might be 
obtained. The maximum output in Kw-hours per ton 
averages about 35. 

The following figures from a 7-hours’ test made on 
January 23rd last constitute, we believe, » record for what 
may be called “ London refuse,” which has a lower calorific 
value than the refuse in many northern towns, more par- 
ticularly colliery towns. The grate area is 50 aq. ft., the 
heating surfaces of the boiler and economiser are 600 and 
1,408 sq. ft. respectively :— 


Total weight of refuse consumed, including 


pota, ting, &c. "T E sos А 26,684 lbs. 
Do. do. nr per hour 3,812 „ 
Refuse consumed per sq. ft. of grate per 
hour vai ag ind i ae 765 ,, 
Total water evaporated ... a iss 27,100 ,, 
Do. do. per hour ... 9 3,871] ,, 
Water evaporated per lb. of refuse E 101 ,, 
Do. from and at 212° F. ... 1°22 „ 
Temperature of feed water... 50 F 


Do. water leaving economiser 299° F. 
` Average steam pressure TEM 


Total heat units in steam generate 4,544,554 
Heat unit from economiser (= 21:2 95) ... 967,750 
Board of Trade units ton generated 
during last 44 hours; the boiler blowing 
off ... ius as "m is a 35:5 
Do. do. during 3 hours . 424 


These are the best results we have yet seen, and it is 
evident that under more favourable working conditions, 
these figures could be improved upon. 

During the first part of the test the cooled brickwork 
would absorb a considerable proportion of the heat generated, 
and the figures show that the results in the last three hours 
were better than those covering a period of 4) hours. It is 
only reasonable to suppose that the figures for the last hour 
alone would be higher than 42:4 units per ton, and might 
have been higher still if the test could have been prolonged 
to 24 hours. 

It is equally obvious, judging from the temperature of 
the feed-water leaving the economiser, that the boiler is not 
well proportioned to the work; its length was, we under- 
stand, restricted owing to the space available. A 30-ft. 
boiler would have increased by 50 per -cent. the length of 
the heating surface, that is, the gases would have had to 
travel for a distance of 90 feet in contact with the boiler 
plate, instead of only 60 feet as at present, and the tem- 
perature of the gases in the chimney would then have been 
considerably reduced. 

Neither smoke nor dust was visible from the chimney 
during our visit, nor was the locality of the destructor 
indicated by the smell! The only objectionable feature at 
all was the dust with its characteristic odour blowing from 
the clinker yard. 

We are pleased to have had an opportunity of seeing what 
can be done with a well-designed destructor plant, a plant 
designed primarily and essentially to cremate refuse, and 
which on that account may be usefully and profitably em- 
ployed in connection with steam raising plant. 


COMPARATIVE TELEGRAPHIC DELAYS. 


Sianok Errore Rossi, of the Roman telegraph service, has recently 
made a tour of the principal telegraph offices of the world, and has 
published the results of his observations in the current number of 
the Giornale dei Telegrafisti, a Milanese professional organ. Among 
many interesting details the following tables appeal to us as being 
of exceptional value, and worthy of reproduction. Table I. shows 
the average time occupied by a message at the various stages of its 
transmission. The delay accruing in the office in despatch is shown 
in the first column. The second column shows the delay in the 
delivery, and column three shows the time occupied at the wires. 

Table II. shows in the first column the average number of mes- 
sages per day passing through the office named, the second column 
shows the approximate number of the staff, and the third column 
shows the average daily work of each member of the staff. Some 
interesting notes are appended to Table II. 


TABLE I. 
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Average time in minutes occupied by a 


| telegram in— 
— в s aa D . 
| Despatch Delivery. Transmission 
Alexandria (Egypt). 6 4 6 
(Eastern Tel. Co.) 
Brussels 5 TE 12 5 7 
Athens. ae TE 15 7 12 
Bucharest oe Ка, 18 10 15 
Berlin ©... 935 em 27 5 18 
London .. ш... 25 12 20 
Munich ... s Ber 30 10 21 
Buda-Pesth oia E . 30 10 25 
Vienna. 35 | 10 22 
Paris var, es 45 | 17 25 
Рега m ee PRE, 40 23 32 
Rome  .. ge Pa 105 50 90 
| | 
TABLB II. 
| дне, жойы i аа рет of 
nuinber o um 
telegrams | of staff. 2 employe 
| daily. | рет дау. 
' | 
Buda-Pesth 31,000 | 320 ! 968 
London ... 475,000 | 5,000 95 
Paris s Ке 120,000 1.800 ' 923 (1) 
Alexandria (Egypt) ... ' 4,000 | 80 875 (2 
Brussels ... e с 18,000 244 73:7 5) 
Munich ... 11,000 150 733 (4) 
Vienna бы 45,000 700 64:3 (4) 
Berlin ... a TE 89,000 | ES | 693 5 
Rome И gud 14,500 315 | 467 (5 
Pera T m pisc 3,500 80 437 (6) 
Athens 2,200 62 35°5 (7) 
Bucharest | 6,000 180 | 33 3 8 


1. It must be noted that the French language has a longer average 
word than the English, and the mean of 92:3 really represents a 
higher average than the 95 of London (the relation of the English 
to the French “telegraphic” word is as five letters to 53 letters. 
Tr.). The high average in France is largely due to the general use 
of the Baudot. 

д. Even taking into consideration that the average meseage is 
12 words, the individual work is about the same as no fast apparatus 
is in use. 

3. In Brussels the rapidity of transmission is obtained by means 
of a large staff employed on collecting, supervising and distributing 
work, and this speed is obtained at the expense of the mean indi- 
vidual output. 

4. The Hungarian language has a large number of long words, 
and in the German confederation fast Wheatstone and Baudot 
apparatus is not generally in use. 

5. This average is low, but in Italy a number of the tel 
are longerthan elsewhere. The minimum charge of one lira allows 
15 words for Inland telegraphs, whilst in other countries the mini- 
mum of 5d. or 6d. allows only 10 or 12 words for each Inland tele- 
gram. In any саве, the average is low, however, when one takes 
into consideration the heavy delays on all kinds of telegrams. 

6. This average is low and is due largely to long lines and small 
amount of work. | 

7. Аз їп note (6) and probably the absence of fast apparatus. 


ELECTRICALLY-DRIVEN PRINTING 
MACHINERY. 
FEw;arts have benefited, more by the adoption of electricity as a 


motive power than the art of printing, yet few instances of the 
application of electrical'driving are more exacting іп their require- 
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ments. The range of speed required is from full speed to a mere 
crawl—“ inching-round; the driving agent must be at all times 
absolutely under control, easily started and stopped as often as 
required (and that is very often), perfectly uniform in turning 
moment, and, above all, reliable. The problem is a difficult one, 
even for electricity ; it has, however, been completely solved, with 
the result of a markedly increased output and efficiency at lower 
cost, Three or four years ago the Holmes-Clatworthy system 
of electrical driving was devised, mainly for this purpose, 
and was applied to several large rotary web newspaper 
machines; as proof of its success, we understand that Messrs. 
J. IH. Holmes & Co, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, have more 


the full rnnning torque; further, the machine must be started abso- 
lutely without any jerk, and must run at an extremely slow speed 
for leading in the paper from the reel, round the printing cylinder 
and guide rollers, &c., to the folder and delivery. In the Holmes- 
Clatworthy system the main motor is shunt wound (never being 
overloaded), and is geared direct to the machine-driving shaft. An 
auxiliary motor, capable of giving & greater turning effort to the 
machine at the slow speed than the large motor, drives the machine 
through worm gear and an electrically-operated claw clutch, the 
latter being so designed that it will come out of gear and stop the 
auxiliary motor as soon as the main motor over-runs the auxiliary 
and drives the machine by itself. A very wide range of speed is 


HornMES-CLATWORTHY DOUBLE EQUIPMENT. 


SWITCHBOARD EQUIPPED WITH “ PAGE 


orders in hand for these equipments at the present time than ever 
before, and the fact that a great many of these are repeat orders 
speaks for itself. Reference has before been made in the ELxc- 
TRICAL REVIEW to this system, but a further description of the 
Н el” driving may be interesting, as an illustration of this 
method has not hitherto been published. The reason that special 
apparatus is required for driving this machinery is on account of 

e heavy starting torque necessary, amounting to at least 14 times 
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obtained, &nd oaly about 10 per cent. of the full load power is 
required at the start. 

The whole of the operations of starting, inching-round, speed 
regulating and stopping, are effected by a single handle or wheel. 
Stop pushes are conveniently located about the machine, the 
pressure of any one of which will cause instant stopping in case of 
emergency. The switches are automatically opened in the event of 
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the current supply failing, or of overload due to an accident to the 
printing machine such as a bearing seizing, breakage, or paper 
wrapping round the cylinder. 

The main driving motor is of just sufficient size and power to 
drive at full speed the printing machine to which it is geared, and 
this motor is never called upon to exert morethan the full normal 
output, so that it works under the most economical conditions. 

The machine cannot be started from rest without using tho 
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auxiliary motor, though the power is always transmitted through 
the large motor shaft. The large motor is thus always in motion 
before it is called upon to exert any power. 

A large printing machine is frequently required to work in dis- 
tinct sections when printing evening papers, and as a whole when 
printing morning or weekly papers. special feature of the 
Holmes-Clatworthy system is that it may be applied in two sections 
to one machine, each with ite own independent controlling 
apparatus. When the machine is to run as a whole the two 
sections are coupled up mechanically; the controllers are also 
coupled so that one handle operates both equipments simul- 
taneously. By special connections a perfect balance of the load is 
obtained on the two equipments at all speeds, and the arrangement 
has proved perfectly satisfactory in practice. 

e illustration on the preceding page is takeu from a photograph 
of two-25 в.н.Р. Holmes-Clatworthy equipments arranged on one 
bed-plate in the manner above described, for driving a large press by 
the Northera Press and Engineering Company, South Shields. 
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These equipments are sunk in the floor of the machine room. 
Economy is a great feature of this system, and over 1,000 eight-page 
papers can be printed at a cost of less than 1}d. for energy. 

It will be noticed that the motors are of the Lundell type, for 
which Mesars. J. H. Holmes & Co. hold the British patents. The 
extraordinary popularity of this motor is evidenced by the curve 
which we reproduce herewith. It will be seen that in six years’ 
time the sales have increased to an annual amount of over 
25,000 н.р. 

The remaining figure illustrates the “ Раве” type of switch 
which Messrs. J. Н. Holmes & Co. are manufacturing. The special 
feature of this switch, to which we would call attention, is the 
simple but effective device by means of which the working parts are 
kept clean and free from burning. It will be seen that the ends of 
the switch blades and of the jaws are eo bevelled that the spark 
at breaking is forced to the extreme tips; when the switch is 


. closed, the clean surfaces alone are in contact. The blades are also . 


reparate, with “Thackeray” washers between them, so that while 
they are quite loose when the switch is open, they exert a con- 
siderable pressure on the contact surfaces both of the jaws and of 
fhe pivot when the switch is closed. 


THE EDISON ACCUMULATOR FOR MOTOR 
CARS. | 


By W. HIBBERT. 


THE somewhat excited state of last week's newspapers about 
Mr. Edison’s battery again reminds us of the fact that we 
are to expect something from his hands It is difticult to 
say how far Mr. Edison is responsible for the declarations 
made in his name. Many of these are repetitions of those 
made in a much more definite way by Dr. Kennelly to the 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers a year аро, 


(ELkc. Rev., June 7th, 1901.) 


Mr. Edison then claimed (through Dr. Kennelly) that his 


nickel-iron alkaline cell did not deteriorate, had a large 


storage capacity for unit weight, was inexpensive, would 
withstand careless treatment or nruch abuse, and could be 
rapidly charged and discharged. | 

In the present newspaper accounts these claims are 
revived, but with special reference to the rapidly-growing 
motor car industry. It is stated that there has been a pro- 
longed motor car run, exceeding any hitherto obtained with 
lead cells. This in itself is good, but responsible engineers 
have got beyond the stage of deciding any large question 
on the strength of a single experiment, especially when only 
one or two data are given as far as figures are concerned. 
It is noteworthy that even in these accounts Mr. Edison 
says he is about to try a 5,000-mile road rnn in order to 
determine reliability under the actual stresses of motor car 
work. As Mr. Edison is a man with unlimited resources, 
it is certain that the past year has not been an idle time 
for his accumulator, so that the fact that the road trial has 
not been made makes it probable that he has been dealing 
with other problems which were unsolved when Dr. Ken- 
nelly read his paper. 

From various journals, these figures are to be gathered :— 

Weight of 21 cells, 332 lbs. Run on roads of varying 

grade and quality, 62 miles; on comparatively level ground 
85 miles were run before the vehicle came to a standstill. 
The charging requisite for a 20-mile run can be done in 
40 minutes. The proportion of weight to power (sic) is 
said to be 53 lbs. for 1 H.P.-hour. Mr. Edison's immediate 
object is to produce a 100-mile battery. 
. It need not be said that such data as these are of no use. 
If we go to Dr. Kennelly’s paper, we find Mr. Edison 
claiming 14 watt-hours per pound of weight of cell, though 
it is not stated how long this battery had been at work, nor 
how far the figure was typical of average results. 

Contrast with this the figures for eight cells, which, before 
the date of Dr. Kennelly’s paper, had been obtained by 
М. E. Hospitalier for the Automobile Club of France. The 
report gives weight and dimensions of cells, and of each part, 
the number of official charges and discharges, total and 
average charge and discharge, energy per unit weight, maxi- 
mum and mean efficiency, &c. The report is now more than 
two years old, so that the figures are of no great importance, 
but it is to be expected that competitors for public favour 
will try to satisfy thd need for information in a similarly 
thorough way. Many questions were asked at the time of 
Dr. Kennellys paper as to the exact behaviour of 
Mr. Edison’s cells, and many of the questions remain 
unanswered. It is also noteworthy that a Norwegian cell— 
the Jangner—which is similar to Edison’s and claims priority 
over it, has not made headway in the Continental engineering 
world, although it had attracted considerable attention as 
early as the beginning of 1901. 

According to a writer in a recent number of Cassier's 
Mayazine—Mr. Reuterdahl—the nickel cell is older than 
most of us would imagine: * Nickel was used in storage 
batteries by Dun as early as 1885, and Desmazure used 
electrodes of porous nickel in 1887. | 

* [n 1889 Michalowski invented a new process of making 
nickel electrodes, and was the first to call attention to the 
thermo-chemical properties of nickel." Pollak and Krieger, 
both in 1896, brought out cells of iron and nickel respectively. 
It may be, of course, that Mr. Edison with his wonderful prac- 
tical insight and large resource may touch these various efforts 
with the wand of success, though he can hardly be said to 
have done that with the Edison-Lalande copper oxide-zinc 
alkali cell. | 

Mr. Edison does not seem to be well informed as to what 
has been accomplished on this side of the herring pond with 
electrically-driven cars. 

If the writer is not mistaken the British Electromobile Co. 
ran a heavy French car a distance of 95 miles on one charge 
with the Leitner accumulator, and last November the same 
company ran a light English vehicle 100 miles without 
recharging, using the A B С (Opperman patent) battery. 
Since then, it is said, these batteries of a smaller and 
lighter type have been constantly driving cars for 60 and 70 
miles on all sorts of roads without recharging. 

Moreover, the Edison battery claims to develop 1 н.р, with 
53 Ibs. of cells, whereas the A B C accumulator is stated to give 
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the same result with 44 Ibs. of cell. British manufacturers 
of electro- mobiles contemplate with confidence an early run 
of 150 miles on one charge of battery. _ | 

Still, all must hope that Mr. Edison will succeed. A serious 
competitor with the lead storage cell would do it no harm. 
Unless the néw-comer has such overwhelming advantage as 
to force lead right out of the field, it will quicken the 
mental energy and perhaps increase the mental ontlook of 
those responsible for the creditable performance of the 
present-day accumulator. But the general interests of elec- 
trical engineering will be served by producing definite and 
reliable data only. If Mr. Edison will but publish these, 
we shall all feel the advantage. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Institution and Electrical Legislation. 


In reply to Mr. Byng's communication, I believe I may 
assure him that those engaged in the recent inquiry did not 
distinguish between the interests of different departments of 
the industry, which phrase, for want of & better, appears to 
cover the branches mentioned by Mr. Byng, viz., manufac- 
turing, installing, and working, and that a leadiog motive 
was to suggest measures for increasing the scope and im- 
proving the openings for electrical engineering. 

Whatever other causes may have contributed to the dis- 


advantages under which our electrical manufacturers are . 


labouring, undoubtedly one of the main causes has been the 
legislative and local hindrances placed in the way of elec- 
trical development in this country, to which attention has 
now been publicly and officially drawn by the Committee's 
report. The interest of the manufacturer in the removal 
of restrictions which must tend to limit the number and 


amount of his order, seems to be obvious, and I hope thut 


Mr, Byng will assist with active support in obtaining 
reforms, j | 

I am aware that he is an advocate of protection as a 
means of encouraging the manufacturing side of business, 
but this is a sectional matter to be dealt with as such, and 
it should not be allowed to divert our energies from pressing 
for consideration of the broad questions affecting the whole 
future of electrical expansion in this country. 


Wm. L. Madgen. 
Loughborough, May 30th, 1902. 


Mr. Т. С. Elder is really too ingenuous in his line of 
argument. If we were to imagine such an Utopian state of 
things as the sudden abolition of all municipal opposition 
and restrictive legislation to electrical engineering under- 
takings, would the British manufacturer (i. e., the electrical 
industry) obtain all the business which would result? If 
Mr. T. C. Elder can answer this question in the affirmative, 
then I will agree that my “inability to recognise the identity 
of interest" between industries and undertakings is “ quite 
incomprehensible,’ Asa matter of fact, а very large pro- 
portion of electrical orders for this country are executed by 
foreign manufacturers, and if opposition were swept away 
there is no reason to believe that the proportion of orders 
which would fall to English manufacturers would increase. 
I would suggest that Mr. T. C. Elder seeks another cause 
for the backwardness of our electrical industries. There 
are none во blind as those who will not see, and Mr. Т. С. 
Elder is only one of the few whose eyes are not yet opened. 


G. Byng. 
London, May 301^, 1902. 


The Electrical Phenomena Associated with the Volcanic 
Eruptions in the West Indies. 


The Electrical Phenomena associated with the volcanic | 


disturbance in the Islands of Martiniyue and St. Vincent 
were 80 conspicuous as to challenge the attention of every- 
one, ‘They raised the question, whether or not, the prime 
cause of the awful disaster is one of an electrical character. 
If cable reporte can be relied upon, it appears that not only 


were electrical effects noticeable before the Cap of Mont 
Pelce was blown off, but also during the time of Maximum 
Eruptive Effect, the almost continuous flashes of lightning 
(60 per minute) were as fatal to life as the deposited lava 
and incandescent cinders.* 

Animals always give evidence that they are affected by 
the electrical changes from the normal that precede a thun- 
derstorm. One of the most striking of the phenomena 
connected with the Martinique disaster was the extraordi- 
nary change observable in all the animals living iu the 
island, commencing during the month of April, and con- 
tinuing up to the time of the occurrence of the eruptions. 

Cables state that dogs howled continually, and exhibited 
every sympton of fear; birds: ceased to sing and left the 
trees on the mountain side; cattle became so uneasy as to 
be difficult to control; even the snakes crawled from the 
immediate vicinity of the mountain. Probably some of the 
more nervous of the inhabitants of St. Pierre may have felt 
some premonition ; highly strung or nervous persons are 
affected on the approach of a thunderstorm. Mr. Fred. 
Collins gives a practical proof in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of 
May 23rd that such a premonition may be caused by 
Hertzian or other electric wave iufluences. | 

Had the Island of St. Martinique possessed a magnetic 
Observatory similar to that in the Bochum Park, West- 
phalia, or some other equivalent automatic means of regis- 
tering the changes of the Atmospheric Electrical Potential, 
the abnormal conditions that characterise the atmospheric 
state preceding a volcanic effect would have warned the 
inhabitants of the once beautiful town to remove to a safe 


| distance, 


It is not creditable to science that the simple and com- 
paratively inexpensive instruments for recording the changes 
in the Electrical Potential of the Atmosphere are not in use 
in every city of the world. It would be interesting to know 
if any conspicuous variations were noticeable during tbe 
hours corresponding with the period of volcanic activity in 
any of the Magnetic Observatories. If so, the writer would 
be glad if the observer could send any data to the editor 
recording such changes, 

Mr. Albert sends a vivid description of what he saw when 
the eruption commenced. Не writes on the morning of the 
8th inst.: * The grounds trembled, not like an earthquake, 
but as if a struggle was going on in the mountain. Sud- 
denly Mount Pelée seemed to shudder; a moaning sound 
issued from the crater and the air seemed dead. Then I 
heard a deafening, grinding crashing noise as if every bit of 
machinery in the world had broken down, and a flash even 
more blinding than lightning followed. Explosions, sound- 
ing as if the navies of the world were engaged in Titanic 
combat followed, and the lightning played in and out in 
broad forks, intense darkness being followed by light 
seemingly of magnifying power. There was no flame in 
the first wave that descended on St. Pierre.” 

We realise, therefore, that, weeks prior to the eruption, 
changes in the Electrical Potential were in evidence on the 
island, and that the actual eruption also gave evidence of 
intense electrical effects. The Danish cruiser Valkyrien 
reports that the electrical conditions near Martinique are 
such that compasses will not work, and navigation is, there- 
fore, dangerous. 

The writer, in his series of articles in the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW of January 21st, March 4th, and April 1st and 8th, 
1898, suggested an Electrical Theory to explain the origin 
of the violent subterranean action that precedes and sustains 
volcanic eruption effects. The following are examples from 
the articles :— 

The high intensity (solar) electrical energy, lessened somewhat 
by producing heat, light, and chemical effecta, flows into the earth 
(the substrata of which constitutes an aqueous agent of electrical 
energy distribution). The electrical energy is by some internal and 
inter-molecular influence, and perbaps by resistance, culminating in 
internal fusion. 

There is the great absorption of electrical energy in internal and 
inter-terrestrial electro-fusion work, which is always going on, proved 
by the occurrence of volcanic eruptions, by the increase of tempcra- 
ture in deep borings, and by the contraction of the earth's skin. 
But it may here be remarked that, although we may by electrical 
resistance effects raise metal to a state of fusion, it doesn’t 
necessarily imply that the metal is being burnt up, or inany way 


* One corpse was found charred from head to foot, brown boots 
untouched, and a silk hankerchief held in hand unburnt. 
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altered, and further, under such conditions the additional elec- 
trical energy that will be required to maintain the metal in a state 
of fusion is only that required to compensate for the loss of the heat 
that flows to that part of the earth that is by its rotation removed 
from the direct influence of the sun’s supply of Electrical Energy. 

When the Blectrical Solar Energy was initially introduced to the 
Conductor Planetary Body there would be an immense absorption 
of Electrical (Bolar) Energy in effecting internal fusion work, and 
at this time all the igneous effecta noticed in the shell of the earth 
3 producing contraction of the bulk of the sphere would be then 
effected. 


Assuming the writer's theory to be acceptable, a variation 
of the Atmospheric Electrical Potential would have an 
influence on the potential of electrical energy accumulated in 
the subterranean water, that constitutes in the author's 
theory the Storage Reservoir and inter-terrestrial distributing 
centre of Electric Energy, this electrical energy is die- 
tributed to the strata beneath it, and eventually reaches the 


metallic (Day iron) strata which is assumed to be maintained 


in a state of fusion only, when the potential of current is 
normal, but if there is a local increase of the potential-elec- 
tric energy, say, due to the effect of sun-spots, this metal 
may actually be vapourised by the excessive heat, and 
immediately such an effect occurred, then an abnormal pressure 
would certainly be established, which must eventually burst 
through the Overlapping Strata and produce the Eruptive 
Phenomena associated with volcanic effect; some of the 
vapourised (probably iron) metal would escape into the 
Strata surrounding the active area, and penetrate this Porous 
Strata where it would be deposited in metallic or oxidised 
form, i.e., if it came into contact with the subterranean 
water, and it would be oxidised and deposited in five par- 
ticles or oxide and redden or discolour the water. We know 
that in volcanic regions, discoloration of the mineral spring 
or well water is noticed prior to volcanic or earthquake 
effecta. 

Of course, an Eruptive effect must necessarily disturb and 
eject the Subterranean water, which in contact with the 
ejected metallic vapour, would produce striking thermo- 
chemical changes, such as the oxidation of the iron, the pro- 
duction of a ferro silicon, slag, and other metallic oxides, 
similar to the liquid material that floata on the surface of & 
bath of steel, in the open hearth or Bessemer Converter, and 
which is known, geologically, as lava. 

Delta. 


Electrical Engineers. 


The Institution added 588 to their roll of membership 
last year. Of the making of electrical engineers there is 
no end—what is to become of them all? It is unfortu- 
nately true that for the thousands of young men devoting 
themselves to the various departments connected with the 
practical application of electricity there are not many 


Under the generic name of “electrical engineer,” all 
sorts and conditions of men and businesses are included, and 
the suggestion in our columns last week is not altogether 
extravagant, that some time in the near future we may find 
chimney sweeps fixing lightning conductors, and the business 
of electricity supply, combined with that of mangling, which 
may metaphorically be even now applied in some quarters. 
A glance through the directories will show how many traders 
proclaim themselves as electricians and electrical engineers, 
Of the former, for example, we find that Maple & Co., 
Limited, and James Shoolbred & Co., have added to their 
furnishing departments the business of © electricians,” while 
every ironmonger who has accomplished the art and mystery 
of installing electric bells becomes an © electrical engineer.” 

In the electrical engineering industry there are, of course, 
many distinctive branches, but it is a misnomer to classify 
them all as electrical engineers or electricians. Капсу 
coupling the names of Lord Kelvin and Sir Blundell Maple 
as electricians ! 

Identified with the commercial development of the science, 
men of various qualifications have naturally come to the 
front; at first the patient workers in the laboratories, the 
scientific electrical engineers investigating the properties of 
the mighty force, and gradually accumulating the data upon 
which practical action can be taken. Faraday was a type of 
this class, and then follow the host of inventor electrical 
engineers, designing methods of utilising the discoverics, 


manufacturing electrical engineers producing the practical 
machine and appliances, and with them come the commercial 
electrical engineers, the financial electrical engineers, 
working together to create the industry and establish all 
the subsidiary branches of the business, which require bulky 
trade catalogues to specify. 

The electrical engineer par ercellence is the man in charge 
of the central supply station and responsible for the 
successful working of the complete installation from the gene- 
ration of the current to its distribution among the users. 

The managing director electrical engineer has the most 
important and delicate duties to perform ; his general know- 
1 in every department must be complete, and the tact 
and judgment required for dealing with his staff is only 
possessed by the few. The visitors to a circus have seen the 
skilfal driver of a team of fifty trained horses and marvelled 
at the precision with which his task is accomplished ; but 
the master knows how to manage his animals, and when to 
give them their beads, and so obtain the results of their 
training and intelligence, and so with the clever managing 
directors. : 

The openings for the station electrical engineer are neces- 
sarily few and their responsibilities are very great, especially 
іп the case of municipal undertakings. In rare instances 
the remuneration is reasonably good ; but as a rule, the pay 
is altogether inadequate, and the conditions under which 
they work far from satisfactory. 

The Town Councillors can and do interfere, but rarely 
assist, and in many cases seriously handicap the engineer and 
his staff, | 

The satire of your correspondent “ U. D. C." is full of 
truth. The experience of the well-to-do grocer elevated to 
the position of a member of the Electricity Committee is a 
fair skit upon the ignorant men whe assume to control a 
municipal electric undertaking and interfere with the only 
men capable of working it. The position must be almost 
intolerable to clever young men who have devoted their 
youthful energies to acquiring a thorough knowledge of their 
business, and who find themselves, after many years of 
expensive training, at the mercy of a committee powerful 
for mischief, but entirely unable to render any real 
assistance. 

The description of the Town Councillor's acquisition of a 
practical knowledge of the systems of supply, by little trips 
to the Continent, or distant stations in their own country, 
is absolutely true to nature, and what a rich field for the 
operations of the consulting engineer who personally con- 
ducts the expeditions like an enterprising tourist’s agent, and 
prepares those **long and valuable reports" with the assist- 
ance of the Committee, and which must fill the enterprising 
municipal traders with such a banquet of ohms, amperes, 
and volts, that must persuade them that they know all about 
it, and readily adopt the recommendations of' their most 
talented, genial, and practical consulting engineer, to whom 
they willingly contribute 5 per cent. on their capital expen- 
diture, without a thought of any personal advantage beyond 
the proud distinction of having served their town, by pre- 
venting private enterprise from introducing the wicked 
capitalists and their crushing monopolies. 

The consulting electrical engineer is, of course, a necessity 
for the municipality which determines upon supplying elec- 
tricity, and his occupation is often much less onerous than 
well paid. He knows that the town councillor, as a rule, 
cannot very well criticise statements on a subject about 
which he is profoundly ignorant, and that whether the ulti- 
mate results are favourable or otherwise, present success is 


assured by satisfying the Committees and Councils that the 


town is securing a valuable asset through the wisdom and 
farsightedness of the enterprising body һе has succeeded in 
exploiting. 

There are eminent men in the profession whose advice 
would be of great value to local authorities upon the scientific 
possibilities and probabilities of the proposed undertakings, 
but these are not the men to whom we refer. We allude to 
the class about whom Lieut.-Colonel Crompton said in his 
evidence before the Committee of the Institution, that '* it 
was a matter of common knowledge that a very large number 
of junior and ill-educatcd men are acting as consulting engi- 
neers, and doing our industry а great deal of harm. Men 
who left us as pupils, and who were failures in everything, 


— — —— 
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blossom out into consulting engineers and gradually have a 
large number of towns to do.” | 

It has been said that the qualification for this class of men 
is an unlimited capacity for whisky and water, and the con- 
stant companionship of a two-foot rule to prove that they 
are practical men! Their elaborate reports are for the most 
part copies of a standard form with figures adapted to the 
size of the installation recommended. 

If the works turn out to be unprofitable, the consulting 
engineer is not responsible; if the plant become obsolete or 
the system require to be changed, he is ready to renew his 
valuable service upon the old terms, so that on the whole he 
has a good time, and may claim to rank as among the most 
commercially successful of all electrical engineers. 

Our remárks apply to undertakings by local authorities ; 
in the case of the companies, the consulting electrical engi- 
neer has no happy hunting ground, as they usually com- 
prise in their organisation all the classes of electrical 
engineers to which we have alluded, including the financial, 
the commercial, and the technical, which make up the staff 
of every well-equipped ч 
Electricity Supply Business. 


* Scientific Cruelty.” 
All humane persons must have felt the utmost horror and 


indignation on reading, in your issue of May 23rd, of the 


atrociously cruel experiments performed by electricians upon 
the brain of a living cat, and on seeing the illustration of 
the torture. i 

Such deeds of shame discredit and degrade true science, 
and canse the name of scientist to be associated with animal 
torture. Cruelty is a crime; nothing can justify it, and 
cruelty to the defenceless is of all crimes the most base, 
cowardly and revolting ; and that those who commit these 
terrible, fiendishly cruel vivisectional operations, beside which 
all other forms of cruelty are dwarfed into insignificance, are 
scientific men, in no way lessens or condones their guilt, or 
excuses the abominable sin of torturing innocent animals, 
powerless to resist or protest, 

The science of the present day is a pitiless Juggernaut, 
crushing beneath its gory wheels the mangled, mutilated, 
quivering bodies of countless thousands of helpless, suffering, 
tortured creatures, who are equally sensitive with ourselves to 
pain, who are entrusted to our care, for whose welfare we are 
responsible, and for our treatment of whom we shall be called 
проп to answer before God. But higher, greater, nobler, 
and stronger than this mighty, fashionable, false idol, 
Science, are right, justice, humanity, mercy, and morality, 
all of which are grossly outraged by the sickening, hideous 
cruelty of vivisection. 


Guildford, June 2nd, 1909. 


[While we are pleased to allow our correspondent to give 
publicity to his views, we must express our disapproval of 
them, so far as they are opposed to the practice of vivisection, 
which has been the source of countless blessings to mankind, 
not the least of which is the avoidance of an immense amount 
of human suffering. Far be it from us to countenance 
wanton cruelty, than which nothing is more detestable ; 
scientific research with a definite and useful purposestand:under 
& different category. Moreover, the animal on whose behalf 
our correspondent is so solicitous was unconscious through- 
out the operation, and never recovered consciousness. How, 
then, could it have suffered ? Do human beings suffer 
when they are operated on under anwsthetics? We must 
express our thankfulness that scientific progress is not in 
^s = of such mortals as our correspondent.—Ebs, ELEC. 

EV. 


C. A. M. Bailey. 


Water Softening. 


Referring to the article in your issue of May 30th, entitled 
* Water Softening,” there are some points in it which require 
explanation. 

For instance, you say in reference to the employment of 
detartarisers (a name introduced by me when I first com- 
menced the application of my system of purification of 
water by the employment of heat, and since appropriated by 

makers of other water-softening appliances) that the benefit 


accruing from condensing and flue heating. 


is lost unless the water is first passed through the economiser, 
because it involves deposit in the economiser. 

I must confess that I fail to understand what is meant. 

Where is the advantage of passing the water through the. 
economiser before it reaches the detartarisers? Such a 
course would be putting the cart before the horse with a 
vengeance. Evidently the correct method is for the crude 
make-up to be passed through the detartatiser, and thence 
the softened water should pass to the economiser, where it 
cannot deposit scale, seeing that its scale-forming properties 
have been removed in the detartariser. 
Again you say, Where detartarisers are worked by 
exhaust steam, it i$ not possible to condense, and the benefit 
of the economiser is lost where detartarisers work on the 
continuous system.“ | 

There is, however, a number of instances in which detar- 
tarisers are working by exhaust steam in condensing stations. 
You state that by taking one-tenth of the steam from the 
engine, all the make-up feed water may be heated to 212°, 
and I wish to point out that by running about one-seventh 
of the plant non-condensing, not only the make-up, but the 
entire feed may be raised in my detartariser to 212°, so that 
not only the advantage of ‘softening the make-up, but also 
that of the hot feed may be secured. If an economiser is 
in use it will be kept clean, and so maintained at high 
efficiency, whilst its life is prolonged, from the fact of its 
outside surfaces having no tendency to sweat.” 

Exhaust from auxiliaries where steam-driven feed pumps, 
condenser pumps, cooling tower fan engines, economiser 
engines, &c., are employed is frequently nearly sufficient for 
operating the detartariser, and the required balance can be 
made up from the boilers, or, as you suggest, from the 
receiver of a compound engine. 

To refer for a moment to the question of scale in surface 
condensers, I may mention that about five years ago I 
erected an evaporative condenser, the tubes of which are 
still clean and free from scale, the cooling water being 
softened by detartarisers. The latter serve, as I have described 
above, for softening the make-up, and heating the whole 
feed supply to boiling temperature. 

I quite agree with your concluding remarks that each case 
requires to be considered by itself, and it will, I believe, be 
found that there are few cases in which the employment of 
detartarisers cannot be combined with the advantages 


William Boby. 


[Too narrow a view must not be taken of this subject, and 
Mr. Boby, of course, writes ег parte. While we quite recog- 
nise the satisfactory effect of the detartariser, it must not 
be overlooked that this heats the water so effectually that 
the efficiency of an economiser must inevitably be very 
seriously reduced and economy sacrificed. Some economiser 
makers claim so to scrape the inside of their economiser 
pipes as wholly to prevent all incrustation, and there is no 
prima fucie case to be made against the apparatus thoy em- 
ploy to effect this purpose. The article of May 20th 
pointed out that one-tenth of the exhaust steam would heat 
three-fourths of the feed to 212°. This is practically 
what Mr. Doby claims, for he says one-seventh of the 
steam will heat the whole of the feed. Now 3 x 10 = 
7 x 4 very nearly, so that it is not easy to see where 
Mr. Boby thinks the fault to lie. The statement 
in the article was more favourable to the detartariser than 
Mr. Boby’s own remarks, If an economiser ia fed at 100° it 
will not sweat, and there is much to be said in favour of 
economisers. At the same time there was certainly no inten- 
tion to do anything but put the various facts bricfly 
before engineers, for, a8 Mr. Boby admits, every case has its 
own particular conditions, and it is necessary to weigh these 
up in order to arrive at the best conclusions. As regards 
the various exhausts from small engines, these ought to be 
in some way economised, but we are inclined to think 
that the best way to do this is by employing electric driving 
for these small items.— Eps. Exec. Rev.] 


A Warning. 

Many young electricians have been, and are, signing 
contracts for work in various parts of South America, in 
respect of which they think they are perfectly valid ко long 
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as they are stamped at Somerset House, London, and they 


come out here only to find that they have been sold.“ All 


contracts should be counter-stamped by the Consul-General ' 


of whatever country they are going to, and then only will 
they have any chance of redress if they find them not as 
represented. 

Four young men have cometo me during this last fortnight 
who have been so treated, and who, I am sorry to say, were 
in very great poverty. I think it only right for this to 
be made well known, so as to stop any more of these cases. 
Money is bad here, hence most of the trouble. 


Chili, April 20th, 1902. 


Engineer. 


LEGAL. 


Dr Dion, Востоң & Co. v. Brown Ввоз. 


Ix the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice on Thuraday 
last week the plaintiffs in this action applied to Mr. Justice Joyce 
for an interim injunction to restrain the defendants from selling as 
De Dion-Bouton, or any description including these names in con- 
nection with motors or motor vehicles, any batteries for motors not 
being plaintiffs manufacture, and from representing, selling or 
рн. off such batteries ав and for goods manufactured by the 

laintiffs. | i | | 
j Mr. Hughes, K.C., and Mr. Kerby appeared for the plaintiffs, and 
Mr. Younger, K.C., and Mr. Hart represented the defendants. 

Mr. Ноонез said that De Dion-Bouton were well-known names 
relating to motors, and articles sold under the names were under- 
stood by tbe public to be goods sold by the plaintiffs. The de- 
fendants had supplied goods under the name of De Dion which 
were not manufactured by the plaintiffs. The defence was a 
curious one. The defendants said they were entitled to supply 
batteries as De Dion pattern or De Dion imitation because the 
plaintiffs did not possess a patent. . Affidavits filed by the repre- 
sentatives of Mann, Egerton & Co. and the Shoats Trading Co., of 
Coventry, showed that they applied to the defendants in February 
and March for “one De Dion battery,” and they received batteries 
which were not those made by the plaintiffs. The learned counsel asked 
for an injunction to restrain the defendants from using the names 
in connection with the sale of motors or accessories without clearly 
distinguishing that they were not the goods of the plaintiffs. 

Mr. YOUNGER read an affidavit filed by Mr. Brown, in which he 
said he had given strict instructions to those in charge of their 
motor ‘department that no parts not manufactured by the plantiffs 
were to be sold by the name of De Dion alone. Two batteries had 
been inadvertently sold under the name of De Dion. It was open 
to anyone to manufacture and use parts and accessories of the 
De Dion type, and the defendants had sold, and claimed to be 
entitled to sell, parts not of the plaintiffs’ manufacture under the 
name of De Dion if they used in addition the words pattern” 
or "imitation." If the plaintiffs sought to restrain the use of the 
name De Dion altogether, notwithstanding that the same was 
merely descriptive of the type or pattern of the goods, the de- 
fendants submitted that it was an attempt to stop a legitimate 
trade. | 
Mr. Justice Joyce thought the plaintiffs might be entitled to an 
injunction to restrain defendants from selling as and for the goods 
of the plaintiffs’ batteries or other goods not manufactured. by the 
plaintiffs. | 

Mr. Нсанев said he would be satisfied with such an order. 

Mr. YouNGER was willing to give an undertaking in the terms 
of his Lordship's suggestion, and the motion was ordered to stand 
till the trial on that footing, the costs to be costs in the action. 


FLETCHER v. LomDow UmiTED Tramways, LIMITED. 
Ix the Court of Appeal on Tuesday, the Master of the Rolls and 


Lords Justices Mathew and Corens- Hardy, had before them an appeal 


by Charles Fletcher, from the refusal of the late Judge Bagshawe 
to award him compensation under the Workmen's Compensation 
Act for persona] injuries sustained while he was in the employment 
of the London United Tramways, Limited. It raised the question 
of whether a tramway line was a railroad within the meaning of 
the Act. 

Mr. J. A. Compsron who appeared for the appellant, said it was. 

The MASTER or THE RoLLs said the appeal must be allowed. 
The workman in this case was engaged in coustructing part of a line 
which came under different statutory provisions at different parts of 
its length. At one part it was a light railway, and at another it was 
an electric tramway, or at all events, was not brought under the 
light railways regulations. The particular part of the system on 
which the workman was engaged, was known as an electric tram- 
way, andthe learned County Court Judge held that having regard 
to the deliuitiou iu the Act cf Farliaweat, tue workman's case did 
not come within the Act, and was outside the definition of the 
word ra’ way. His Lordship saw no reason to differ with the 
learned ;iige on that part ot the case. The contention, however, 
was made that if it was not a railway, it was an engineering work, 
and that the definition of enginecring work meant any work of 


construction, alteration or repair of a railroad, harbour, dock, canal 


or sewer. "There was no presumption that the Legislature in using 
the words “railway” and "railroad" meant the same thing in 
both cases. "The word railroad was ccrtainly capable of embracing 
8 tramway. In recent times railroad was & word commonly used to 
describe a tramway worked by horse power. There was nothing 
which would lead him to infer that the word railroad as a larger 
term was not used deliberately. The Legislature clearly intended 
to embrace something outside a railway, because the word railroad 
was used, and it was placed in the same category as harbours, docks, 
canals, &c. As the applicant was engaged on engineering work on 
а railroad, he was entitled to compensation for injury. 

Lords Justices Mar] and Cozens-Harpy concurred. 

The appeal was accordingly allowed, with costs, and the matter 
referred back to the County Court to fix compensation. . 

Mr. Коков. K.C., for the respondents, asked for a stay pending 
appeal to the House of Lords. The case was a most important one, 
as it. meant the inclusion of all tramways within the Act. 

Their Lordships refused the application. 


- Тнв Mryra ELECTRIC Company, LIMITED. 


In the Chancery Division on Wednesday last week, before Mr. 
Justice Buckley, Mr. ABRAHAMS appeared on behalf of Mr. Benjamin 
Bridgwater in support of a petition for the compulsory winding up 
of this company. Counsel stated that this was an unopposed peti- 
tion, but there was a question whether the Court had power to wind 
up a company where no shares at all had been issued. The company 
was incorporated in September, 1900. There were seven signatories 
to the memorandum who each agreed to take one share, but internal 
dissensions arose, and, in fact, no shares at all were issued. 

Mr. Justice BuckrLEvy said he did not think the question as to 
power to wind up need arise. The company had been incorporated, 
and could be wound up in the usual way. 

Mr. ABRAHAMS said the company was formed with a capital of 
£10,000 for the purpose of acquiring certain galvanic, electric, 
and other patents, and in particular the Meyra patent. In Sep- 
tember, 1901, the petitioner issued a writ against the company for 
£657 odd, and he ultimately recovered judgment for that sum. 

Mr. Hotitoway, for the company, did not see his way to oppose 
the petition, and his Lordship made the usual compulsory order. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Lonpon UNITED Tramways BILL. 


A SELEcT Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Mr. Compton Rickett, sat on Thursday, 29th ult., to consider the 
proposals contained in this Bill, which is promoted by the London 
United Tramways Company. | : 

Mr. Влгғоов Browne, K.C., opened the case on behalf of the 
company, and said the Bill was one to enable the London United 
Tramways Company to construct extensions of their present 
systems, together with certain widenings and alterations of roads 
in the counties of London, Middlesex and Surrey. The total length 
of the company's lines in operation was 16 miles, besides which 
there were 46 miles authorised. The system was partly worked by 
electricity. The extensions proposed to be made had a length of 
15 miles, and included short lengths in the Hammersmith district 
to connect the parts of the existing system, one running from Ham- 
mersmith to Isleworth with extensions westwards, and the other 
running from Shepherd’s Bush to Southall; a line between Ham- 
mersmith and Barnes, Mortlake and Richmond, а line from 
Wimbledon to Malden, and a line from Wimbledon to Hammer- 
smith along the east side of Wimbledon Common. At present from 
Richmond to Kew there was a horse tramway in operation, 
but it had for long been the view of the company, which 
was now shared by the local authority, that it should be 
reconstructed and electrically equipped. In connection with that 
part of the line, important road widenings would have to be effected. 
Between Mortlake aud Barnes the river-side route would be 
followed, and the company had undertaken to construct an embank- 
ment and wall, costing about £30,000, which would be a great 
public benefit, as it would prevent the flooding that often occurred. 
Last year an understanding was come to with the L.C.C. in respect 
to so much of the line as came within the’ area of jurisdiction, by 
which the short spur line at Hammersmith should be included in 
the purchase-powers which would come in operation in 1909, and а 
protective clause should be inserted for the crossing of the Hammer- 
smith Bridge. It was proposed to carry out these arrangements in 
the present Bill. That portion of the extensions would entail an 
expenditure of £156,752 for road widenings and improvements, 
The company had arrived at an agreement with the Richmond 
Corporation to construct further important widenings, the Corpora- 
tion expressiog their desire to see the tramway worked by electricity. 
From the terminus at Malden, the proposed line would be carried 
in a north-easterly direction to Tooting and Clapham Common. It 
was intended to expend on the Wimbledon portion of the scheme 
£180,056 for road widenings and improvemente. Opposition was 
raised to the line by frontagers and by the London & Soath-Western 
Railway Company on the ground of competition, which would no 
doubt arise. On the promoters’ line the fare from Richmond to the 
Bank, vid the Tube railway at Shepherd's Bush, would be only dd., 
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whereas the London & South-Western Railway charged 1s. 3d. third- 
class. The Committee adjourned. | 


On resuming on Friday 30th ult, evidence was given by the 
chairman of the Surrey County Council, Mr. Halsey, in favour of 
the Bill. Mr. Harsmy said that for many years the subject of tram- 
ways had engaged theattention of the County Council of Surrey, 
and some time ago they resisted an attempt on the part of the 
London County Council to become a tramway authority within 
theircounty. Theadvisability of the Council constructing tram- 
ways themselves had been considered, but there had never been the 
required two-thirds majority to make the Act operative, and they 
had come to the conclusion that the next best thing to being the 
tramway authorities themselves, was to see to it that any tramways 
within the county were constructed by a responsible company. As 
the committee were doubtless aware, the Council had supported 
previous proposals of the London United Tramway Company, and to 
җ considerable extent they were in favour of the linking proposals 
in «m present Bill, as likely to prove of convenience to the travelling 
public. 

Evidence was then tendered by Mr. J. Clifton Robinson, the 
company’s engineer, relative chiefly to the engineering points of the 
Bil. Wrrxess said that the proposed extensions, which were 
15 miles in length, would run through the districts of six local 
authorities who were agteeable to the company’s proposals, As to 
fares, they would be based on those in operation on the company’s 
existing lines, which averaged a little under zd. a mile for ordinary 
passengers, and they had entered into agreements with the local 
authorities by which they would not be able to charge more than 
44. а mile. There were workmen's cars from Southall to Shepherd's 
Bush between 4 and 7 &m., for which the fare was only 1d. the 
whole distance. When their complete system of lines was com- 
pleted, he estimated they would be carrying some 200 millions of 
passengers every year. The facilities thus -given for rapid and 
cheap communication with outer London, would go far to relieve 
the pressure in the crowded districts in and near the centre. The 
work of construction was proceeding at the rate of about 11 miles 
per month, and their wages bill came to about £10,000 a week. 
He hoped that the line from Isleworth to Twickenham, 
and well on towards Hampton, would be ready for traffic in 
about a week's time. Already over their existing 16 miles of tram- 
way in work over 243,000 passengers had been carried in one day, 
which proved hie estimate of the traffic to bave been amply 
justified. 

The CHarRMAN said the Committee had come to the conclusion 
that they could not consider that part of the Bill which proposed a 
line from Wimbledon Hill tothe point where it was assumed the 
tramway would connect with the line to Putney, which, although it 
appeared on the plan, was not yet authorised. He wished to gay, 
however, that the promoters, if they wished, could submit evidence 
in favour of carrying the line to a point on the top of Wimbledon 
Hill for the accommodation of passengers wishing to go to the 
Common. They were not, however, disposed to further consider 
the continuance of the line beyond the Hill. 

Mr. Lewis Cowarp said he had strong local evidence ia support 
of the proposal to carry the line so as to connect with Putney, and 
he submitted the Committee should bave heard him before giving 
their decision. 

The CBAtRMAN said the decision must stand, as the Committee 
were unanimous on the point. The Committee then adjourned. 


On resuming on Tuesday, Mr. Padk, K.C., intimated that the 
London and Sonth-Western Railway Company had withdrawn their 
opposition to the engineering proposals of the Bill after a joint 
consultation between the respective engineers. They would still, 
however, appear in opposition to the Bill so far as the question of 
competition was concerned. 

Mr. CLIFTON ROBINSON was then cross-examined at considerable 
length by various counsel appearing in opposition to the Bill. 
Witness gave it as his opinion that the tramway wonld not iujure 
or depreciate property at Wimbledon Hill, while it would enable 
people to get more easily tothe Common. The maximum speed at 
which the cars would run would be 10 miles an hour, but the speed 
would be regulated by local circumstances, 

Replying to Mr. ТАгвот, K.C., for the London County Council, 
Mr. Rosinson said it was true that they had consulted Sir Benjamin 
Baker in reference to the trams going across Hammersmith Bridge. 
There was no ground for the suggestion that it was because of that 
that Sir B. Baker had been mentioned as arbitrator in questions 
arising between the company and the London County Council. He 
was surprised to hear the County Council contend that Hammer- 
smith Bridge would not bear tramway traffic, because Mr. J. W. 
Benn, speaking on behalf of the Council, had said that with pro- 
tective clauses the bridge might be available. They would be 
wiling to insert clauses in the Bill giving the County Council 
every power as the bridge authority. | 

Sir Dovauas Fox, an alderman of the Surrey County Council, 
gave evidence in support of the Bill. He said that the 
Council had frequently discussed the question as to the advisability 
of themselves becoming the tramway authority for Surrey. He 
might be said to have taken a prominent part in those discussions. 
They had never got the necessary majority in favour of that course, 
and under those conditions he thought that in the public interests 
it was desirable that all the tramways within the county should be 
in the hands of one strong company. He had examined the system 
in operation on the London United Company, and wasof opinion that 
their track, rolling stock and general equipment would compare 
favourably with any other electric tramway undertaking. He had 
examined the proposed extensions, and thought they were necessary 


additions to the lines already authofised. Asto the suitability of 
Hammersinith Bridge for a tramway, he should say that the main 
structure of the bridge would be quite strong enough to carry the 
cars, but in order to prevent oscillation, the platforms might require 
cross bracing. He thought that it would be advisable to limit the 
number of cars that might be on the main span of the bridge at 
any time. His experience was that tramway extensions were 
serviceable to railway companies, as they acted аз feeders to them, 
and therefore he thought that the opposition of the South-Western 
Railway to this Bill was ill-advised, even in their own interests. 
The Committee adjourned. 


Lomgp WINDSOR’'S TUBE COMMITTEE, 


On Friday, 30th ult., the Select Committee of the House of Lords 
on London Underground Railways, presided over by Lord Windsor, 
reassembled to consider compensation clauses to be inserted in the 
tube Bills passed by both that Committee and Lord Ribblesdale's 
Committee. : 

Mr. Влгғосв Browne, K.C., on behalf of the Piccadilly and 
City and London United Electric Railways Companies, said his 
clause provided: “That if any building shall have been injuriously 
affected either by the construction of the railway or works or by 
working of the railway, any owner or lessee of such building shall 
be entitled to recover from the company compensation for any such 
damage proved to have been actually caused to such building, and 
that any question of disputed compensation should be determined 
by an arbitrator, who, failing agreement, was to be appointed by 
the President of the Surveyors’ Institution.” 

Mr. Lrruzer, K.C., submitted a clause on behalf of the Brompton 
and Piccadilly Circus Railway very similar to that of Mr. Balfour 
Browne, with the exception that, failing agreement, the arbitrator 
was to be named by the Board of Trade. The clause also provided 
that the railway company should bave the right to go in and 
remedy any injury caused by the construction of the line as quickly 
as possible without waiting for the Court of Arbitration. | 

rd Ropert биси, K.C., on behalf of the landowners, said his 
clause provided that in addition to the provisions incorporated in 
tbe Act with respect to compensation, “the company shall make 
compensation for all damage or loss of every description which may 
be caused to the owner, lessee or occupier of any lands, house or 
building by reason of the working of the railway, including the 
working of lifts and any other works in connection with the said 
railway, notwithstanding that no part of the property of such owner, 
lessee or occupier is actually taken by the company, provided that 
all claims for compensation under this section shall be made within 
three years from the date of the opening of the railway for public 
traffic. i ! 
` Mr. PEMBER, K.C., said what was required in that clause was 
phraseology sufficiently broad and comprehensive to meet the 
difficulties that tube railways had caused or would cause. 

The clause was opposed both by Mr. Littler and Mr. Balfour 
Browne on the ground that its adoption would prevent any tube 
railway being constructed in London. The Committee adjourned. 


The Select Committee met again on Tuesday last, when further 
consideration was given to compensation clauses. 

Lord Rost. Czcir, K.C., on behalf of the landowners, said upon 
the suggestion made by Lord Knutsford, they had made certain 
alterations in their clause, and it now read: In addition to the 
provisions incorporated herewith, with reapect to compensation for 
land taken or injuriously affected, the company shall make compen- 


. sation to the owner, lessee, or occupier of any land, house, or build- 


ing which shall be injariously affected by reason of the working of 
the railway (including the working of lifts and any other works in 
connection with the said railway), notwithstanding that no part of 


^ the property of such owner, lessee, or occupier is taken by the com- 


ny, as fully and to the same extent as if a part of his property had 
bean taken by the company. Provided that all claims for compen- 
sation under this section shall be made within three years from the 
date of the opening of the railway for public traffic, and the provisions 
of the said incorporated Acts with respect to the settlement by 
arbitration of questions of disputed compensation shall extend and 
apply to, and inthe case of, any such claim, save that the amount of 
compensation payable by the company shall, if not agreed upon, be 


. settled by a single arbitrator to be agreed upon by the parties, ot, 


failing agreement, to be appointed by the Board of Trade. (2) An 
arbitrator under this section may, to the consent of all parties con- 
eerned, hear together any class or group of claims under this 
section." They had taken the words for all damage or loss of 
every description which may be caused " from the original clause. 

Mr. Pember, K.C.,, Mr. Ram, K.C., and Mr. Rigg, on behalf of 
their clients, expressed their approval of the amended clause. 

After the Committee had consulted in private, the CHAIRMAN 
announced that it was decided to proceed on the basis of the last 
clause brought forward by Lord R. Cecil. They proposed to takc 
the clause asit was drafted down to the word “ railway," when they 
wished to make it clear that they intended to make that apply to 
the railway so far as it was constructed in tunnel and not to apply 
to the continuation of the line in the open. The period for makiug 
claims would be two years instead of three years, as stated in the 
clause. The remainder of the clause down to the words “ Board of 
Trade" would keep as it was, and it was proposed to insert there 
the words “and subject as aforesaid all the provisions of the 
Arbitration Act of 1889 shall apply to every such arbitration." 

Lord RIBBLESDALE said by the courtesy of Lord Windsor he had 
been allowed to sit on that Committee, and he fully concurred with 
the clauses laid down, and he wished it to be understood tbat the 
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conditions he attached to the Bills which had been passed by his 
Committee were subject to the insertion of that clause. 

The Committee then proceeded to consider certain protective 
clauses in regard to buildings affected by the Piccadilly and City 
Railway, after which the Committee adjourned. 


MANCHESTER CORPORATION BILL. 


A SELECT Committee of the House of Commons, presided over һу 


Mr. Bell on Monday and Tuesday, considered the Manchester Cor- 
poration (General Powers) Bill, which confers various powers on the 
Corporation with reference to the construction of railway and other 
works in connection with the electricity undertaking. In the Bill 
it is proposed that the Corporation shall have power to borrow 
£75,000 in connection with the electricity works. 

Mr. Влгғосв Browne, K.C., who appeared for the promoters, 
said a controversy had arisen between the various railway com- 
panies and the Corporation with regard to the proposed borrowing 
for the electricity undertaking and the widening of streets. With 
regard to the first matter, the Corporation proposed to make sidings 
in connection with their works on the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway Company’s line. The generating station would be a large 
one, and the great bulk of the coal used would doubtless be con- 
veyed by that line. The railway companies were not opposing to 
reject the ВІ, but to be exempt from the rates they would otherwise 
be subject to. He contended that the railway companies were 
asking the Committee to alter the general law in their favour, and 
this he objected to. | 

After hearing evidence, the Committee decided to allow a partial 
exemption from rating asked for by the railway companies in respect 
of street improvements, their decision being founded on precedent 
‘in the case of Manchester. 

Mr. De Couac&y Mean, the city surveyor, explained the work 
proposed to be carried out with respect to the Stuart Street generat- 
ing station, which would cost £75,000. 

. Mr. METZGER, the electrical engineer, gave evidence as to the 
need of the Stuart Street works. In the past year there had been 
an increased consumptior of 3} million units as compared with the 
previous year. | 

The Committee passed the clauses dealing with the generating 
cerns works and passed on to other provisions not of an electrical 
nature, 


Electric Light Provisional Orders Bill (No. 8).—Stauding Ordera 
were found to have been proved in the case of the above Bill on 
Tuesday. The Bill confirms Electric Lighting Orders granted by 
the Board of Trade in respect of the following districts :— 
Bermondsey and Rotherhithe; Stoke Newington ; Woolwich. 

Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill (No, l)—The Tramway 


Orders Confirmation Bill, No. 1, which confirms certain provisional · 


orders made by the Board of Trade under the Tramways Act, 1870, 
passed the Examiner of Standing Orders in the House of Lords on 
Tuesday. The Bill confirms orders in respect of the following 
places :—Brighton ; Cheadle and Gatley ; Lees; Southport; Stock- 
port; Sunderland. 

Electric Light Provisional Orders Bill (No. T).—The above Bill, 
which confirms orders granted by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts, was before the Examiner of the House of 
Lords on Tuesday, and Standing Orders were found to have been 
complied with. The following areas are affected :— Bedlington- 
shire; Chepstow; Cowes: Hitchin; Morpeth, Ashington, New- 
biggin-by-the-Sea, and Morpeth (rural); Pokesdown; Slough; 
Stevenage ; Tadcaster and District; Trefriw ; West Riding. 

Metropolitan kailway Bill.—On Thursday last week the Court of 
Referees in the House of Commons heard the application of the 
London County Council for a locus standi to be heard against the 
Metropolitan Railway Bill. The contention of the Council was that 
the company should be placed under statutory obligation to widen 
Marylebone Road and Allsopp Place, and to construct the frontage 
of and the entrance to the station according to plans to be approved 
by them. The Court disallowed the application. 

Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill (No. 2).—The above Bill 
which confirms certain provisional orders made by the Board of 
Trade under the Tramways Act, 1870, has passed the Examiners of 
the House of Lords. The Bill deals with the following localities :— 
Heywood; Leeds; Pontypridd; Southampton; West Riding; 
Wolverhampton. 

City and Brirton Railway.—This Bill came on Thursday last week 
before the Chairman of Ways and Means in the House of Commons 
as an unopposed measure, when the necessary proof was given, and 
the Bill was ordered to be reported for third reading. | 

Ashton and Dukinfield Corporations Dill.—On Thursday last wee 
this Bill came before the Chairman of Ways and Means in the 
House of Commons as an unopposed measure, and was ordered to be 
reported for third reading. 

Finchley Improvement Dill.—This Bill came before the Chairman 
of Ways and Means of the House of Commons as an unopposed 
measure on Tuesday, and was ordered to be reported to the House. 
Powers are given under the Bill for the Urban District Council to 
erect a generatipg station on certain lands, and an extension of time 
1s given for the laying of mains in certain areas. 

Abertillery Urban District Council.—Oa Tuesday the Abertillery 
Urban District Council Bill was before the Chairman of Ways and 
Means in the House of Commons as an unopposed measure, and waa 
ordered to be reported f.rthird reading. Further provision is made 
in the Bill with regard to the supply of electricity, the estimated 
expenditure under this head being £50,500. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the paper. Free use of fictitious names, бс. 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express.] 


“ IxQuiSiTIVE " writes:—''I should be glad if you would kindly 
advise me through the medium of your “ Legal Column " on the fol- 
lowing points:— 

“1. On reading a prepayment meter fixed in a consumer's house, 
it is found that the units consumed exceed those for which prepay- 
ment has been made. Can the consumer be compelled to make up 
the difference? Or, supposing the balance to be the other way, 
must the lighting authority refund any money overpaid ? 

"2. There is а type of prepayment meter which has no cut-off, 
but simply switches in a resistance after the quantity paid for has 
been taken. Would question (1) be affected by a consumer getting 
a lower voltage lamp and running on the dimming device without 
putting any more money in ? 

“3. If a house has been free’ wired and a slot meter installed 
which is arranged to charge a sum per unit to cover rental of wiring 
and fittings, and a new occupier insists on the prepayment meter 
being taken away and an ordinary meter substituted, (a) May the 
company remove the wiring and fittings against the tenant's wish ? 
(b) If not, may the tenant make use of the wiring and fittings with- 
out paying a rental for them? (с) Can the consumer insist on the 
wiring and fittings being removed and substitute his own in place 
of them ? | 

“4. If a motor meter with zinc case is put in a consumer's pre- 
míses, and the consumer p а mass of iron or а magnet near 
the meter so as to affect its working, would this legally constitute 
tampering with the meter; and would this question be affected if 
the consumer did so without any intention of defrauding the 
company ? 

“There is a great difference of opinion among central station 
engineers on the above points, and Ithink your advice would be of 
general interest." 

*," It is no easy task to furnish wholly satisfactory answers to 
the questions put by our correspondent, for the reason that the 
Electric Lighting Acts lay down no special provisions which are 
applicable to different kinds of meters. Nevertheless, the follow- 
ing replies to his various queries may be found useful. 

(1) It is a little difficult to answer this question without a more 
exact definition of the term prepayment meter." It is assumed, 
however, that this type of meter is worked on the principle, that 
upon the prepayment of a certain sum the consumer is entitled to 
a fixed number of units. Our correspondent finds, however, that 
when the supply is automatically switched off in the machine the 
dial registers a larger number than was contracted for. In tush 
circumstances we think that the consumer could be called upon to 
pay the excess, and that in the converse case the company could be 
made to refund the money. It is obvious that in the first case the 
consumer will have had the use and benefit of tre additional unite; 
in the second, he will not have had full value for the sum of money 
which he has paid in. 

(2) With regard to this question, we fail to see what bearing it 
can have wpon number (1). If the company have so arranged their 
slot meter that at the conclusion of the run the current is partially 
but not wholly cut off, it would seem that the use of a partial cur- 
rent in perpetuity is legitimáte, and is part of the consideration 
for which the Jd. is paid. But is our correspondent quoting from 
his own knowledge when he says there are meters in use which can 
be so easily tampered with? 

Generally, with regard to questions (1) aud (2), we would refer 
to Clause 57 of the schedule to the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act, 
1899, which provides for the manner in which disputes between 
company and consumer on the question of meter registers are to be 
gettled. 

(3) (a) Undertakers are allowed to demand payment for a meter 
from a consumer before putting it in (El. L. Cl. A., 1899, 8. 52), 
and this rule applies whether there isa meter there already or no. 

(3) (^) and 3 (c). It is impossible to answer either of these ques- 
tiors without having access to the terms of the agreement between 
the company and the “slot consumer" who had taken the free wiring 
agreement. 

(4) The voice of conscience provides a ready answer to this 
question, and our correspondent seems to acknowledge this in bis 
proviso. The Statute (10 and 11 Vict., c. 16., B. 38, incorporated 
with 62 and 63 Vict., с. 19) provides that :— 

* Every person who wilfully, fraudulently, or by culpable negli- 
gence injures, or suffcrs to be injured, any . . . . meter, . or 
alters the index to any meter, or prevents any meter from duly 
registering the quantity of electricity supplied, shall, &c., forfeit 
and pay, “с. . . .. " lt is presumed that any electrical engineer 
who erected a Ferranti or other meter in the neighbourhood of a 
Jarge dynamo or other machine fitted with electro-magnets would 
be guilty of such culpable negligence as to bring him within this 
section. 


Newstead.—The ratepayers have decided to have the 
streets lit by electricity from the plant at the colliery. The cost 
will not exceed 1d. per week per house. 
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THE ESCAPE OF ELECTRICITY. 
(By Our LEGAL CONTRIBUTOR.) 


MvcH has been said and written about the disastrous 
consequences which result from the electrolytic action of 
escaping currents upon gas and water pipes ; and it seems to 
be generally accepted, without any authority for the proposi- 
tion being cited, that, in such cases, those who allow the 


current to escape are, ez hypothesi, liable to make good the 


damage. No authority is ever quoted, for the excellent 
reason that there is none. Parliament has never, except in 
the case of the Sheffield Corporation Tramwags Bill, decreed 
that tramway companies or other bodies who make use of 
powerful currents of electricity shall be held liable if that 
electricity escapes and does damage. | 

It is true that clauses are inserted in private Acts which 
authorise the use of electricity, providing that nothing in 


the particular Act shall excuse the company from liability 


for'negligence. In other words, no statute ever takes away 
their liability for negligence at common law. | 
What, then, is the nature and extent of this common law 
liability? The recent case of the Eastern and South African 
Telegraph Company, Limited, . the Cape Town Tramway 
Company, Limited, in which judgment was delivered by the 


Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on April 21st, _ 


sheds & flood of light on this question. 

The history of this case was shortly as follows :— 

The plaintiff company are the proprietors of (inter alia) 
the West Coast cable, which runs into the sea near Cape 
Town, and lies on the sea floor in Table Bay. The defen- 
dants are the proprietors of the Cape Town tramways, which 


are worked electrically by the trolley system, the current’ 


returning through uninsulated tramlines. The defendants 
work the greater part of their system under statutory powers, 
but there is one portion, in respect of which they have no 
statutory or other authority to work the trams electrically, 
with the exception that the highway authorities have 
granted them permission to use the roads for the purpose of 
laying tramlines and erecting posts for the support of the 
overhead wire. 

It wil be convenient to refer to this portion of the defen- 
dants’ undertaking as “ the unauthorised section." As soon 
as the defendants commenced to run their trams by elec- 
tricity, it was found that currents were induced in that 
portion of the plaintiffs’ telegraphic cable which runs under 
the sea in Table Bay to such an extent, that it was ‘almost 
impossible to receive intelligible messages. It appears that 
currents of electricity escaped from the tramrails, and 
entered the sheathing of the telegraphic cable. Flowing 
along this sheathing they induced currents in the conducting 
wire of the cables. The real cause of the mischief was 
the stopping and starting of the tramcars which caused 
irregularity in the current. Experiments were made both by 
the plaintiffs and the defendants in order to remedy the 
mischief, and it was eventually found that by laying what is 
called a twin-core cable for some miles out to sea, the mis- 
chief could be almost entirely obviated. Steps having been 
taken in this direction, the plaintiffs brought an action 
against the defendants, claiming an injunction to restrain the 
tramway company from so conducting their business as to 
cause injury to the working of the telegraphic cable, and also 
claiming damages which were based upon the cost of sup- 
plying the twin-core cable. The defendants relied upon their 
statutory authority to generate electricity to protect them 
from having to pay damages for injury done by escaping 
electricity, and with regard to any electricity which might 


have escaped from the unauthorised section, they claimed 


that there was no principle of common law upon which they 
could be held responsible. The plaintiffs, on the other 
hand, relied on the case of Fletcher v. Rylands, 
L.R. 3 H. L. C. 330, where it was decided that if a 
man brings anything on to his land of a dangerous 
character, and that thing escapes and does injury to a 
neighbour’s property, the owner of the dangerous thing must 
be held liable in damages. In that case a man had built a 
dam, and so accumulated a large quantity of water. This 
escaped and flooded some neighbouring property, and the 
owner of the dam had to pay damages. In accordance with 


н | 
this decision, it was argued by the plaintiffs in the case under 
review that escaping electricity came within the same cate- 
gory, and that, although the defendants might have been 
protected by statute in respect, of the greater part of thoir 
system, yet some of the electricity which did the damage 
must have escaped from the unauthorised portion. The 
action was originally bronght.in the High Court of Cape 
Town. The Court of First Instance and the Court of Appeal 
at the Cape both found in favour of the defendants, and, on 
appeal to the Privy Council, their Lordships have affirmed 
that decision. It is not necessary i» set out the judgment 
of the Court, which was delivered by Lord Robertson, 
at any length, but it was cleariy laid down that, 
although the principle of Fletcher . Rylands is 
applicable to the storage of electricity in the quantity in 
which the tramway company stored it, yet there was no such 
resulting loss caused thereby to the telegraph company as 
was contemplated by that case. It was also decided that 
the mere fact of electricity escaping is not primá facie 
evidence of negligence; that when it is said that, a man shall 
be held liable for injury to his neighbour's land it is meant 
that he must not interfere with the natural use of bis neigh- 
bour’s land, d.e., that neighbour has no right to claim pro- 
tection for all the extraordinary uses to which he may feel 
inclined to put his land. To put this doctrine a little more 
plainly, the Privy Council has held that if a man makes use 
of delicate instruments which may possibly be affected by 
stray electric currents in the earth, һе is bound to take every 
precaution to prevent such instruments being injuriously 
affected. So, in the case under notice, it was shown that 
when the twin core cable was adopted, the nuisance ceased. 
Hence the telegraph company were taken to have always had 
it in their power by the exercise of reasonable care to keep 
off the induced currents. 

‘Unfortunately decisions of the Privy Council are not 


binding upon our English Courts: partly for the reason that 


they are based upon the law as administered by the various 
Colonial courts of the Empire. "They are, nevertheless, 
regarded with great respect, and we trust that the decision 
in the Eastern Telegraph case which expressly recognises, 
but at the same time limits, the doctrine of Fletcher v. 
Rylands will be adopted іп this country. If so, let us see 
what the result will be. An action is brought to recover 
damages for interference with a telephone system caused by 
the fact that a tramway company in common with the tele- 
phone company, use the earth for their return currents. It 
is proved at the trial that if the telephone company had 
adopted the double-wire system, no injury could have been 
done. In such a case, if the reasoning of the 
Privy Council be adopted, the tramway. company will 
be entitled to judgment; but according to the law 
at present in force in this country, unless a tramway 
company aré working under some Act which gives them 
a right, expressed or implied, to discharge electricity into 
the earth they may be held liable. 

Making & similar assumption as to the effect of the 
decision of the Privy Council, any action brought to recover 
damages for the result of elecirolysis may be met by a 
similar defence—namely, that the water or gas company has 
not taken the proper steps to prevent the access of stray 
currents to the metal. Such precautions would probably 
include the proper drainage of the soil in the neighbour- 
hood of the pipes, and in the case of water pipes the pre- 
vention of leaks from the joints. 


— M—————— 
REVIEWS. 


The Indicator Handbook. Part П. By ChARLES N. 
PickwoRTH. Manchester: Emmott & Co. 3s. net. 


This is a sequel to the author's book on the construction and 
application of the indicator as an instrument, and is devoted 
to the consideration of the diagram taken by that instru- 
ment and the teachings of that diagram. In it will be 
found sufficiently theoretical explanations of the expansion 
curves and other lines of the steam diagram. . We say suffi- 
ciently theoretical because it is not possible to apply, with 
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any satisfaction, too close a theoretical reasoning to the lines 
of action of a fluid which is by no means a perfect gas, and 
is working in a vessel by no means adiabatic or isothermal. 
The ordinary expansion curve of a good engine will usually 
rise above the hyperbola, but the expansion curve of steam 
always should fall below that curve of comparison. Departures 
above or below the hyperbola simply measure the mean 
effects of condensation, piston leakage or valve leakage, and 
practice alone ean enable the engineer to trace out causes. 
In this part of the book the author shows that he knows 
whereof lie speaks. Не also gives a useful table of terminal 
pressure factors for saturated and adiabatic curves from 1 to 
30 expansions, calculated on the basis of the fractional 
indices 1$ and , as given by Rankine. - 

The diagram ds considered in detail in Chapter II., each 
of the four so-called lines being taken separately. This is 
well done, and includes a table of low-temperature vapour 
pressures for use in questions of condensation. Some useful 
notes are made on the action of air pumps. Diagram 
analysis continues through the next chapter, and Chapter IV. 
deals with compound diagrams and the method of combin- 
ing these for comparison. 

In ChapteriV. the gas engine diagram is dealt with. The 
yas engine differs widely from the steam engine. In the 
latter we at least attempt to keep the cylinder up to 
the temperature of the fluid that enters it. "True, we do 
not usually attain to this high aim, but the necessity or 
desirability of this is recognised. In the gas engine, with 
a working fluid many times hotter than steam, we 
deliberately circulate cold, or merely warm, water, about the 
working cylinder, and in spite of this we secure better 
results, referred to the fuel, than we can secure with steam 
engines referred to the same basis, and this, too, though we 
throw away our gas exhaust at a high temperature and 
pressure. The author does not tread so firmly over the gas 
diagram as he did about the steam engine. He leaves his 
reader to apportion the departures of the expansion curve 
from what it might be to a variety of causes. It is even 
hinted that the cylinder wall may cause the rise of the 
expansion curve towards the toe.“ We doubt any serious 
wallaction unless this be held to include the unjacketted 
piston. Probably the face of this, heated by the initial 
explosion, does radiate considerable heat into the mass of gas 
behind it, but surely this effect must be more than balanced 
by the water-cooled wall. After-burning isappealed to. Here, 
again, we think that too much is allowed for dissociation. 
In one place alone is the possibility alluded to of “suggested” 
increase of specific heat. We thought that no doubt now 
existed as to this fact, and that the results attributed to 
delayed combustion were more probably to be set down to 
the setting free of heat latent at the high temperatures of 
the initigl explosion. 

A final chapter is added on air- compressor diagrams. The 
pernicious influence of clearance spaces is pointed out, and the 
benefits to be secured from the filling of these with circu- 
lating oil in & certain type of ammonia compressor are 
described. Planimeters are also described, and various 
diagram calculations are given. 

In an Appendix is giveh a method of graphically deter- 
mining the index of any curve of expansion or compression. 
The book is a plain treatise on its subject, which we are 
pleased to recommend. It is slightly marred by &n unusually 
plentiful crop of “ арӣ which," and split infinitives, 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Niagara.— Up to the early part of 1900 the capital stock 
^* Wa Niagara Falls Power Company was $3,500,000, and then it 
was lucreased to $6,500.000. Only two years have passed since 
Thou, aud now comes an announcement that the stockholders will 
immediately hold a special meeting at Niagara Falls for the purpose 
of increasing the capital stock from $6,500,000, consisting of $65,000 
shares at $100 each par value, to 89, 500, 000, to consist of 95,000 
shares of the par value of 5100 each. This capital stock of 
$9,500,000 has nothing to do with the millions of dollars that will 
also be expended on the Canadian side of Niagara. On both sides 
of the river great power works are in progress, 


Electrical Wares Exported, 


Wir ENDING JUNE 4TH, 1901. Wasex ENDING JUNE 3RD, 1902. 


Adelaide .. Value £198 Adelaide .. . Value ч 
Aden. Teleg. cable zs 108,520 | Amsterdam. ER 
Alexandria.. € .. 131 Azores. Teleg. instruments ox 150 
Amsterdam.. 117 : Beira. Teleg. mat. - . 241 
Dangkok és 227 Bombay. Teleg. Beenie .. 550 
‘Teleg. cable 1,648 | Calcutta .. .. 726 
Beira. Терон, "s 82 17 "i Teleg. ire .. 8,625 
Brisbane da . 86 , Cape Town. à es ee 15 
Buenos Ayres «5 ‘à 75 Channel Islands 3 $$ .. 106 
í "n Teleg. mat. 639 Colombo as 49 
Calcutta 416 , Teleg. wat. 82 
се Teleg. cable 975 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire а 11 
Саре Town.. . B Corfu. Teleg. mat. su .. 4 
$ Teleg. mat. - 21 Durban se - 2,118 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire 184 | Fremantle .. 819 
Durban . . 1,151 | Gibraltar, Тео: п ‘mat. . . 184 
"я Teleg mat. 1,862 Halifax ow ee ss 40 
Fremantle . 1,968 | Lyttleton .. РР АЎ sa 61 
3 "T'oleg. cable 819 Madras ‘ bs oe -- 50 
Teleg. mat. v» e | Maryborough КЕ меге Hear 8T 
Gibraltar. Teleg. ap aos js Melbourne .. > is ë 650 
Halifax. Teleg. cable .. 000 | Nagasaki ..  ,.. ә .. 686 
Hamburg .. 8.080 Port Elizabeth  .. г 104 
[I] Teleg. mat. ее 880 n Port Baid se oe ee ee c 37 
Hiogo ee ae ee 33 . Rockhampton x 51 
Hong Kong. e - 84 Zt. Petersburg. Teles. cable - ces 69 
Kure. Teles. саре 1,088 | Shanghai... . . 238 
Lisbon К Р . 150 Singapore А ee 81 
Madras га oe ae ss 10 Sydne 122 
Malta -.. 60 | Vera Cruz Е % 798 
” Teleg. mat. ee ee 60 ' Wellington 90 
Melbourne .. e ux. с» T80 A 
Nagasaki .. xx EET a 561 
New York ee ee ee ee 884 ! 
Odes  .. .. „ 75 
Oporto er. baa ға até 15 
Ostend eo ee ee ee 178 | 
Santa Cruz.. oe ` ee ee 91 н 
Shanghai .. - ee ee 120 
i 75 tons teleg. wire. 
Singapore .. ee is oe 29 
Вудпеу .. 571 | 
„ Toleg. iplc 710 | 
Val 80. 167 
Vigo. Teleg. mat. ' 68 ! 
Wellington . T 1,826 | 
Total .. 129.086 Total ө» £20,877 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Brisbane. Teleg. epperejus 


| Gothenburg. Elec. appar, аше £40 
ue £688 , Sydney. oe 130 
Durban. 80 cwt. teleph. Es e — i 
Fremantle. Elec. machinery.. 1,804 — 


Total 0 42,442 


Elec. lamps 


£160 
Austrian Exhibition.—We understand that the whole 
of the incandescent lamps supplied to the Austrian Fine Art and 
Decorative Furnishing Exhibition, at Prince’s Skating Rink, 
Knightsbridge, which was opened on Monday last week, were made 
by the “ Watt" factory, of Vienna, for whom Messrs. De Grelle 
Houdret & Co. act as agents for this country. 


Books Received, —“ Electrical Installations of Electric 
Light, Power, Traction, and Industrial Electrica] Machinery," 
Vol. L, by Rankin Kennedy. London: The Caxton Publishing Co. 
9s. net. 

“ Deep-Sea Sounding in the Pacific, May, to August, 1901," by 
R. E. Peake. 

“The application of Electric Motors to Machine Driving,” by 
A. Stewart. Second Edition. London: 8. Rentell & Co., Limited. 
1s. 


Total ‘ee ee 


Catalogues, Lists, &c.—Messrs. John Fowler & Co. 
(Leeds), Limited, are sending out a neat show card of Wilkinson's 
patent street transformer pillar and lamp standard combined. 

Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., of Hollinwood, have sent us & copy of 
their excellent Wolverhampton Exhibition pamphlet (No. 151), 
which gives full particulars of the Ferranti medium speed engines 
of standard sizes from 300 to 3,000 kw. There is an imposing list 
of electric lighting and traction stations where these engines are 
employed, showing their growing popularity. One of the illustra- 
tions shows a 650-н.р. engine with traction dynamo, as installed for 
the City and South London Railway Company; others show a 
2, 000-H. . compound engine with single-phase alternator, and a 
650-н.р. engine and multiphase alternator. 

Messrs. Н. V. Kramer & Co. have sent us а leaflet and particulars 
of their small continuous current motors. 

A pamphlet has come to hand from the Edison & Swan United 
Electric Light Co., Ltd., illustrating and describing their various 
fan motors. 

From the “ Buffoline " Noiseless Gear Company, of Levenshulme, 
we have received a new list of their toothed gearing for electric 
motor, haulage, pumping, motor car and other machinery. 

Messrs. К. W. Blackwell & Co., Ltd., of City Road, E.C., bave 
just issued a new catalogue (No. 46) in which the “ Standard ” and 
" Universal" electric motors and generators are detailed, also lino- 
type geared motors, desk and ventilating fans, dynamo brushes, &c. 


Car Driver Summoned.—At Margate on Wedn 
last week, Geo. Mercer, a motor man in the employ of the Isle of 
Thanet Electric Light and Traction Company, Limited, was sum- 
moned for driving а car at а speed of 32 miles an hour instead of 
2 miles an hour, the Board of Trade limit, down a steep hill known 
as Fort Road. The facts were admitted, but for the defence, Mr. 
Shea, solicitor, urged that the Board of Trade regulations were not 
to be slavishly adhered to. The evidence of the police showed that 
the driver had the car under abeolute contro]. e instructions to 
the drivers were that they should use the electric brake when 
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descending the hill in question, with the hand brake just on the 
rim of the wheel in case of emergency. The car must be travelling 
at some little rate of speed in order to make the electric brake act 
efficiently, and when the rails were wet, as on this occasion, the 
electric brake would be inoperative if the tram was running at only 
2 miles an hour, while if the hand brake was used with greater 
power, the wheels would lock and the car would become unman- 
ageable, ran down the hill, and probably cause an accident. The 
driver in his evidence bore out Mr. Shea’s. statement, and the 
Mayor (Mr. J. Hosking) who is an engineer, stated that 2 miles an 
hour would be safe to run down a hill оп а dry day but not when 
the rails were wet. The er of the company (Mr. R. Hum- 
phreys) said that the Board of Trade did not make any inspection 
of the line when the weather was wet. In his opinion, the driver 
exercised sound discretion in descending the hill at 32 miles an 
hour. The Mayor announced that by a majority the Bench decided 
to convict, and a fine of £5 and 9s. costs would be imposed. 


Coronation Arrangements, — The directors of the 


Robertson Lamp Company have offered their workpeople's large 


dining hall for the use of the King's Dinner Committee for Ham- 
mersmith, of which offer the committee have been pleased to 
avail themselves, as the dining hall is the largest in the district. 
The directors have also decided to pay their workpeople two days' 
full wages for the two Coronation holidays, in commemoration of 
the coronation of King Edward VII., and as a recognition of the 
efforte of the workpeople during an excessively busy and trying 

Current Duration Counter. — The accompanying 
illustration shows an instrument now being supplied by Messrs. 
O. Berend & Co., Limited, for gauging the amount of energy used 
in any electric light or power installation where the number of 
lamps, alight at the same moment, or the power taken by any motor, 
is approximately constant. In installations where only a small 
amount of energy is annually consumed, the cost of installing a 


watt-hour-meter and of periodically testing it, bears a considerable 


ratio to the cost of the energy itself, and in such cases the current 
duration counter may be advantageously substituted. The instru- 
ment consists of а 300-hour anti- magnetic clock, provided with an 


electrically-operated starting and arresting device. It is made in two 
forms—one for small and the other forlarge currente. In the former, 
the instrument is connected in series, and in the latter in parallel 
with the mains. The series type starts with a current of about 
sth ampere and stops when the current falls below this value. 
The parallel type starts or stops the instant the motor or lamp 
circuit is closed or opened respectively. The clock requires 
winding up about once a month, and the figures on the dial represent 
the number of hours during which any current has been taken from 
the circuit to which the instrument is connected. | 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—Creditors of the 
Gateshead Electric and Mechanical Supply Company, Limited, 
should send particulars of debts, &c., to W. T. Price, 21, Collinwood 
Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, liquidator, by June 24th. 

A meeting of the Commercial Telegraph Construction Syndicate 
is to be held at 7, Angel Court, E.C., on July 15th, to hear an 
account of the liquidation proceedings from C. Quennell, liquidator. 

At an extraordinary general meeting on 21st ult., Mesers. Morgan, 
Móndey & Co., Ltd., electrical engineers, Rotherham, resolved to 
voluntarily wind up their affairs, and appointed as liquidator Mr. 
H. J. Allen, of St. Peter's Close, Sheffield, to whom all accounte 
should be forwarded. 


Electro-chemical Factory in Italy.—The Italian 
Office of Public Works has definitely approved an important project 
having for its object the installation of a factory for the electrolytic 
man e of soda and other chemicals. The concession has been 
secured by the Italian Electro-Chemical Company (Société Italiana 
di Elettrochimica), of Rome. A hydraulic installation with a head 
of water of 70 metres will be utilised, giving about 8,300 н.р. 


New Starting Switches. We illustrate herewith a 
new line of starting and regulating switches which the International 
Electrical Engineering Company, of Clun House, W.C., are placing 
on the market. Figs. 1 and 2 show starting and regulating switches 
each fitted with “ по voltage” release. Fig. 3 is a starting switch 
having “ no voltage " release suitable for large currenta, the contacts 
being of large area and renewable. For switching off automatically 


in cage of an overload, the switches are fitted with a relay to de- 
magnetise the retaining coil. The switches can also be supplied 
with protective covers to prevent accidental shock, and when 
desired they are also enclosed in cast-iron cases suitable for 
use in collieries and exposed positions. A novel feature of the 
switches consists in the extremely simple means for retaining the 


switch arm magnetically in the “full-on” position, in a starting 


2, 


Еа. l.—STARTING SWITCH, 


switch, or on any desired contact in a regulating switch. It consists 
in winding the retaining coil upon an iron bobbin forming the bear- 
ing of the switch spindle, thus obtaining a closed magnetic circuit 
through the spindle and a part of the switch arm to the back flange 
of the bearing bobbin, the parts being made of soft iron. The 
number of contacts of all the switches is ample, and it may be 
mentioned that in no case is the switch rated for greater horse- 
power at the higher voltages, merely because the current density at 
the contacts is reduced. All the starting switchesare arranged to 
short-circuit the starting resistance in the shunt circuit when in the 
“full on” position, and if desired a separate shunt contact strip is 
fitted to ensure the full voltage to the motor fleld magnets at all 
positions of the switch arm. Regulation of the spring can be 
effected from the front of the switch in the smaller sizes by inserting 
a screwdriver in the screw at the end of the spindle, and holding the 
spindle, whilst the pin fixing the switch arm to the spindle is 
removed. The spindle can then be turned until the torsion of the 
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Fic. 2.—REGULaTING SwITCH. 


Spring is suitable, and the pin replaced. Every care is taken 
with the insulation of the apparatus. The slate is specially insulated 
from the iron frame, and the resistance coils are wound on asbestos 
tubes carried on porcelain insulators. Every switch box has an 
earth wire screw. The connecting wires between the switch con- 
tacta and the resistances are held in definite positions by a clamp to 
ensure against accidental short-circuits. This arrangement, and the 
method by which the wires are connected, enables the switch to be 
readily separated from the resistance if desired. Before leaving 
the works every switch is tested with an alternating current at 2,000 
volts. The company aim at supplying apparatus which will give 
permanent satisfaction. and with this in view they have been most 
liberal in proportions, and every care is taken to ensure simplicity 
along with good mechanical construction. Every part of the 
apparatus can be readily taken to pieces for repair, renewal, 
inspection, or adjustment, and easily replaced. The switches are 


made in the works of the firm at Liege which are amongst the 
best equipped in Europe, and by strict standardising and employing 
the most modern processes for cheapening production, the company 


Fic. 8.— STARTING BwrrcH FoR LARGE CURRENTS. 


are able to turn out a high-grade apparatus at moderate prices. We 
understand that the department of the works in which these 
switches are manufactured, is in charge of Mr. Walter F. Jones, la 
of the Electrical Transmission Company, of Hammersmith. i 


Peace Illuminations. —A considerable amount of rapid | 


illumination work was placed in the hands of the Electric. Light- 
ing Boards Company on Monday, and this was a most suitable occa- 
sion to show how rapidly electricity can be applied on this system 
as compared with the. installation of gas devices.. Many of the 
orders for illuminations did not reach the company until 4 p.m., 
but the illuminations were fully alight by 8 o'clock. Amongst the 
installations was a large display at the P. and O. offices in North- 
umberland Avenue, and at the United Service Club in Pall Mall, 
opposite the company's own offices, where there was also a large 
display. A number of the Royal warrant-holders similarly had dis- 
plays in Regent Street and Bond Street; among the restaurants 
illuminated was the Café Royal. A record fixing in the 
evening was that of 280 8-c.p. lights in 1 hr. 20 min., by two men 
and one boy, including six principal connectione, which, taking into 
consideration the difficulty of working in view of a large and demon- 
strative crowd, comes very close to the company's French and 
American time records for rapid illuminations on the E.L.B. 
system. 


Railway Safety Appliances.—A very handsome 
volume has been issued by Messrs. Saxby & Farmer, Limited, con- 
taining 70 excellent illustrations, with brief descriptions, of instal- 
lations carried out by them on the interlocking and block systems 
with which their name is inseparably associated. Examples are 
given from all quarters of the globe, and we note that in some cases 
hydraulic power has been employed for operating the signals and 
points. The system is not confined to railway working; the instal- 
lation supplied by Messrs. Saxby & Farmer for the Tower Bridge is 
illustrated, as well as the signal cabin at the Old Haymarket 
junction of the Liverpool tramways for working the interlocking 
pointe and signals in use there. The Dover electric tramways also 
employ Messrs. Saxby & Farmer's system. 

WEsTINGHOUSE ELECTRO-PNEUMATIC Systgm.—A  well-got-up 
pamphlet has been issued by the Westinghouse Brake Company, 
Limited, illustrating and describing their electro-pneumatic system 
of signalling on railways, of which a description has been published 
in our columns. Since 1891 19 railways in America have adopted 
this system, and three British railway companies have put down 
experimental installations to the extent of over 200 levers. The 
points, signals, gates, &c., are worked by compressed air motors, 
controlled by electrical means, and the hand-levers are mechanically 
interlocked, while the movements of the points, &c., are electrically 
indicated in the locking-frame; if for any reason the proper move- 
ment does not take place, the levers are locked until the obstruction 
is removed. The 47-lever installation at Bishopsgate station is 
illustrated, with many of the details, as well as other plants in 
England and abroad. The automatic block system of signalling 
installed on the Boston Elevated Electric Railway is explained, as 
well as a system of semaphore signals operated entirely by elec- 
tricity. The company has issued a statement in refutation of 
allegations to the effect that the electro-pneumatic system failed 
through frost and snow last winter in certain American towns; the 
statement embodies reports from the railway officials, which go to 
show that the difficulty was due to frozen snow between points, 
&c., which would have happened with any system whatever. 


“Science Abstracts.“ — We are informed by the editor, 
Mr. G. W. de Tunzelmann, that large additions have been made this 
year to the list of periodicals dealt with, making a total of 150; the 
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value of this periodical, therefore, already so useful to engineers, is 
proportionately increased. An immense amount of time can be 
saved, when looking up special subjecte, by a reference to Science 
"Abstracts, but, curiously enough, many engineers, who, by virtue of 
their membership of tho Institution of Electrical Engineers, are 
necessarily in possession of the abstracts, forget to consult them; 
we know that this is 80, because inquiries on technical matters are 
constantly coming to our hands which are not of sufficiently general 
interest for insertion in our ''Correspondence" columns, and in 
answering these privately, we have frequently found all that could 
be desired in the pages of Science Abstracts. 


Trade Announcements, — The Horsfall Destructor 
Company, Limited, announce that from June ist their head office 
has been removed to their new works—Lord Street Works, White- 
hall Road, Leeds. It is anticipated that great benefit will accrue 
from the head office and works being under one roof, instead of 
their being, as hitherto, in different parts of the town. The offices 
and works have been laid out specially for the company’s require- 
ments, and in such а manner as to enable them to deal with large 
contracts with the greatest facility and dispatch. 

Mr. August Reichwald informs us that һе will remove on 9th 
inst. to larger premises at Finsbury Pavement House, Finsbury 
Pavement, E.C. | | 

The Union Electric Company, Limited, of 151, Queen Victoria 
Street, have appointed Mr. James Gray, of 19, Waterloo Street, 
Glasgow, as agent for the sale of their arc lamps for all 
industrial purposes. Mr. Gray is to arrange a showroom to 
exhibit the latest types of both open and enclosed, direct and 
alternating current, flame. and triplex lamps, so that prospective 
purchasers in Scotland will have the opportunity of seeing them at 
work there. | 

We are informed by. Messrs. Veritys, Limited, that they have 
taken temporary premises at the Edinburgh Chambers, Baldwin 
Street, Bristol, hitherto occupied by Mr. A. H. Dowson, as agent for 
the Sun Electrical Company, Limited, and Messrs. Johnson and 
Phillips, who has now relinquished such agencies, having accepted a 
position with Messrs. Veritys, Limited, as their manager. and 
representative in Bristol and the western counties. More suitable 
premises are being arranged for, and the company will then carry 
large stocks of all their various specialities for the convenience and 
benefit of their customers in the West of England and South Wales. 

The City Electrical Company, Limited, has opened offices at 5, 
Tottenham Street, London, S.W. 


The Westinghouse Works at Manchester.—The 
Practical Enginecr says that so far as building operations are con- 
cerned, the new works of the British Westinghouse Company, at 
Trafford Park, Manchester, are now complete, and under the direc- 
tion of Mr. W. C. Mitchell, the superintendent, rapid progress is 
being made in the equipment of the various shops, about 1,500 men 
being now employed in installing and assembling the machinery and 
manufacturing plant. All the cranes, which are being entirely 
supplied by English makers, have now been delivered and placed 
in position on the tracks, and quite 60 per cent. of the general 
machinery has been delivered or installed, but as this repre- 
sents only 25 per cent. of the total value, it will be seen tbat the 
principal heavy plaut, including a number of exceptionally powerful 
lathes, planers, &c., is yet to be delivered. The tool room, and some 
sections on the upper floors, are now in running order, whilst several 
sections on the ground floor are working on details for the equipment 
of the works, but not in manufacturing. Hydraulic lifts for the 
various shops, supplied by Messrs. Musker, of Liverpool, are also in 
operation. The electrical power now being used is developed by 
two temporary locomotive boilers through a 250-kw. generating 
set. А large battery of Babcock & Wilcox boilers, each of 
480 K. P., will, it is expected, be ready in about a week or во, and a 

of 1,200-н.р. Westinghouse vertical Corliss engines are now 
being assembled on the foundations. The part of the plant which 
is, perhaps, in the best running order is the pattern-making and 
carpenters’ shops, which are eauipped with the most modern and 
improved wood-working machinery. The steel foundry, with its 
system of 20-ton open-hearth Wellman tilting furnaces, is well 
advanced. · The iron foundry has been somewhat delayed, owing to 
the failure of contractors to deliver the equipment on time. Large 
60-in. and 72-in. cupolas are, however, now in process of erection, 
and core ovens, tuinbling barrels, and other equipment are also being 
pushed forward, eo that it is anticipated that in a week or two 
moulding will be commenced in this department. 


Wolverhampton Exhibition.—Messrs. C. Wiist & Co., 
of Seebach, Ziirich, Switzerland, who have an exhibit at Wolver- 
hampton, have sent us some of their circulars, Their exhibit 
includes many specimens of electric-driving applications, using 
their new multi-speed reversing alternating motors; aleo noiseless 
helicoidal high-speed gear, and new frictionless tachometers 
(Aumund’s system). The driving exhibit includes a Swiss chalet, 
opposite the Machinery Hall, where lathes, drilling machines, 
saws, &c., are electrically driven with three-phase currents. 


Germany.—A notably large crane has lately been com- 
pleted at the shipbuilding yard of the Howaldt Shipbuilding Com- 
pany, at Kiel, Germany. The crane, which is electrically operated, 
weighs 450 tons, and is able to lift a load of 150 tons; it is located 


on а strip of land between two docks, so that it can deal with loads 


on either. 
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CARDIFF CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. 


THE county borough of Cardiff, the metropolis of the prin- 
cipality of Wales, has a population of 164,315, and a 
rateable value considerably over a million sterling. That 
it is a growing town is shown by the fact that, during the 
last 20 years, the population has just doubled, whilst the 
rateable value has increased in a still higher ratio. 

The Corporation in 1898 promoted a Bill in Parliament 
Seeking powers to borrow money for various important im- 
provements, including the construction of tramways and the 
purchase of land for buildings in connection therewith ; this 
Bill in due course received the Royal Assent. The amount 
of money sanctioned for tramway purposes was £160,000 for 


finally decided to adopt the overhead system of electrical 
traction in preference to any other, although at one time the 
conduit system was suggested—in fact, the estimates placed 
before Parliament in the Corporation Bill were based on the 
latter. 

Four sites were € for the power station and car 
depóts, at a total cost of £24,354. 

In June, 1900, Mr. Arthur Ellis was —T electrical 
engineer to the tramways department, and took up his duties 
in September of the same year. In the month of December 
following he was appointéd borough electrical engineer and 
manager of thé electric lighting and tramways undertakings 
of the Corporation. Immediately after taking up his duties 
in connection with the tramways, he prepared details of his 
requirements in connection with the power station, in order 


VIEW OF CYLINDERS AND VALVE-GRAR OF MusGRAVE ENG NES. 


permanent way construction, and £30,000 for the purchase 
of lands for the power station and the car depóte. The 
period for repayment was fixed by the Act at 60 years for 
lands and 30 years for the buildings. All other monies to 
be borrowed for tramway purposes, such as plant and equip- 
ment, car&, &c., were to be such as might be sanctioned by 
the Board of Trade. During this important period Mr. W. 
Harpur, M. I. C. E., the borough engineer of Cardiff, acted as 
engineer to the scheme. 

During 1899 а chairman and deputy-chairman of the 
Tramways Committee, and the borough engineer, acting on 
instructions from the Council, visited all the important 
tramway systems in the kingdom, and presented a lengthy 
and detailed report thereon, with the result that the Council 


that the work might be proceeded with without delay, the 
power station being the most important matter to be dealt with, 

Upon receiving these details of requirements, Mr. Harpur, 
the borough engineer, who has acted as architect for all 
buildings in connection with the undertaking, immediately 
proceeded to prepare the plans of the buildings. As soon ав 
these were ready, the borough engineer, with his own men, 
put in the concrete foundations, the structural details of the 
buildings in the meantime being prepared and tenders got 
in. By this means at least three months were saved. The 
work of putting in the foundations was commenced in 
December, 1900; on account of the peculiar nature of 
the subsoil, excavations had to be made to an ees depth 
of 17 ft. 

F 
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The power station buildings are all that could be 
desired, and the borough engineer is to be complimented 
upon their substantial nature. The buildings are chiefly 
of red brick, with stone copings, &c. A spacious entrance 
hall is provided, on the right and left of which are the 
battery room, stores room, mess room, repairs shop, and 
smiths’ shop, workmen’s lavatories, &c. Immediately over 
these rooms are the offices of the station staff, com- 
prising in all five large rooms, complete with lavatories, &c. 
A bathroom is also provided for members of the staff. The 
staff offices are reached by means of a staircase leading from 
the main entrance hall, as well as from the switchboard 
gallery. * 

The engine room and boiler house are situated imme- 
diately behind the offices. The former is а very fine room, 
provided with excellent ventilation. It is 104 ft. long, 60 ft. 
wide, and 56 ft. high, and is lined throughout with cream- 


The buildings have been erected by Messrs. W. Symonds 

and Co., at a contract price of £16,100; the whole of the 
steelwork was provided by Measrs. A. D. Dawnay & Sons, 
Limited, of Cardiff, as sub-contractors. 
The chimney stack is situated at the front end of the 
building, and ‘is 160 ft. high; it is built of red brick, 
octagonal in shape. It is surmounted by a very heavy 
granite capping, made up of eight stones, each weighing 
30 cwt. The hoisting and fixing of these heavy stones was 
a matter of great difficulty. The stack was erected by 
Messrs. Clark & Co., of Cardiff, at a cost of £1,563. 

In getting out the arrangement of th2 buildings, Mr. 
Ellis fixed their position in such a way as to leave room on 
the other side of the engine room for an exact duplicate of 
the boiler house and coal bunkers, so that when it is completed, 
the engine room will be between two boiler houses. These 
extensions, he anticipates, will be required at an early date. 


MUSGRAVE ENGINES AND WESTINGHOUSE DYNAMOS, 


coloured glazed brick. At intervals along the side walls 
substantial piers with semi-circular arches are provided, upon 
which the rails for the crane are fixed. 

On one side of the engine room is the boiler house, of the 
same length as the engine room, 46 ft. wide and 48 ft. high. 
The walls of the boiler house fronting the boilers are lined 
with cream-coloured glazed bricks, which give a very clean 
appearance. The front portions of the boiler seatings are 
also lined with glazed bricks. Immediately to the side of, 
and adjoining the boiler house, is provided a building run- 
ning the full length of the boiler house, into which the coal 
trucks are brought direct from the railway siding coupled up 
to the Taff Vale Railway Company’s system. From this 
‘building the coal can be tipped either into the bunkers above 
the boilers, or into the coal storage below the level of the 
siding. At опе end of the boiler house a large pump room 
is provided, with space for 12 feed pumps of the Weir type. 

The roofs throughout are supported by mild steel prin- 
cipals and framing of neat design, composed of angles and 
flat tie-bars. 


The present bnildings are all finished off with temporary 
brick ends. There is sufficient room on the present site to 
extend the buildings a further 300 ft., with two chimney 
stacks at each end. 

At one end of the buildings and in front of the offices, a 
large cooling pond is being provided for condensing pur- 
poses. The water in the pond is drawn from a fresh water 
brook, running along one side of the main building, and 
dividing the power station site from that of the main car 
depot. Mr. Ellis intends when necessary to erect cooling 
towers over the pond, which has been built with this end iu 
view, of very substantial construction, by the public works 
department, under the directions and supervision of the 
borough engineer, who prepared the detailed drawings to 
meet the requirements supplied to him by Mr. Ellis. 

The tramways department is very fortunate in having the 
power station on a site provided with 'a supply of water and 
a railway siding, and it is hoped that, with these advantages 
the cost of generation will work out at & very low figure. 

The present power station buildings will be fully occupied 
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with plant during the current year. Аё the present time 
there are in the engine room four engines, each of 500 H.P., 
and there are two more on order of 1,600 н.р. each. The 
engines have been and are being supplied by Messrs. John 
Musgrave & Sons, Limited, of Bolton, Lancashire. "They 
are all of the vertical cross-compound condensing type, of 
heavy design. They work under a steam pressure of 
140 lbs. per sq. in., and run at a speed of 100 revolutions 
per minute. T D S 

Each engine is fitted with its own condenser, driven by 
side levers from the crossheads. The air-pumps of the smaller 
sets are 25 in. in diameter, 12 in. stroke, with steel air-pump, 
bucket rod, and deep buckets having a series of small valves, 
and delivery grid with valves. 

The condensers are of the injector type, with suitable 
water regulators. On the large sets are two air pumps, each 
of 30 in. diameter. The condensers are placed below the engine 
room floor level, and immediately at the rear of each engine. 
Each engine is provided with steam-driven barring gear. 

The engines are capable of withstanding an overload of 
25 per cent. for two hours, and 50 per cent. for short 
periods. They are fitted with Corliss valve gear on both 
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cylinders, worked by means of eccentrics fixed to the crank- 
shafts. Each engine is provided with an automatic cut-off 
motion connected direct to the governor. The engines are 
entirely enclosed, and forced lubrication is used for all parts, 
the oil pumps being worked by eccentrics. 

The governors on the engines are of the quick-speed type, 
driven by ropes from the crankshafts. Means are also 
provided so that the speed can be altered up or down by 
hand whilst the engines are running, the governing variation 
from no load to full load being 24 per cent. 

The cylinders are of hard sound metal ; the н.р. cylinder 
is 174 in. in diameter, and the L. P. cylinder 35 in. diameter, 
‘both having a stroke of 3 ft. The piston rods are fitted 
with United States metallic packing. The rods аге of 4 in. 
diameter steel. The crankshafts are made of hollow Siemens- 
Martin steel, 121 in. diameter, and 15 in. at the wheel boss. The 
fly-wheels aré 16 ft. diameter, made in halves, having a 
weight of 14 tons in the rims alone, the total weight of each 
wheel being 35 tons. . 

The larger engines have. cylinders of 38 in. and 58 in. 
‘diameter respectively, with a stroke of 3 ft. 6 in, The piston 
rods are 6 in, and 6] in. in diameter. The crankshafts 
are 18 in. diameter, and 23 in. at the wheel boss. The fly- 
wheels are 19 ft, diameter, built up in sections, with a weight 
of 38 tons in the rims, and a total weight of 75 tons each. 


Each engine is fitted with a neat and substantial packing 
stage, with ornamental hand rails and pillars, for getting at 
cylinders, valve gear, &c., and all these are coupled together 
so that the attendants can get from one engine to any other 
with ease. | TRES E. 

The four 500-H.P. engines cost £14,508, including spare 
parts and foundation plates, and the two 1,600-н.р, engines 
on order £14,742 178. | 2E | 

The four generators at present installed. were supplied by 
the British Westinghouse Electric Manufacturing Company, 
Limited. They have an output of 300 Kw. each, and are 
capable of withstanding overloads of 25 per cent. for two 
hours, and 50 per cent. for short periods, without sparking 
and without moving the brushes. The generators are of the 
multipolar type, with armatures mounted directly on the 
shafts between the high and low pressure engines, The 
armatures were forced on to the shafts under a pressure of 
70 tons. - TP . 

The generators work as compound machines оп tramway 
loads at a pressure of 500—550 volts, and as shunt machines 
on lighting loads at a pressure of 460—500 volts. The four 
generators cost £7,390. | duse nt 
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The two large generators on order are being supplied by 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, of London. They have 
а capacity of 900 Kw. each ; they are being made to meet 
the same conditions as those already installed, and will be 
mounted on the shafts of the engines in a similar manner. 
These two generators are being supplied ata cost of £5,560. 

There is also in the engine room an 80-kw. motor- 
generator, which works in conjunction with a battery of 
accumulators, and serves several purposes, amongst which 
are the following ;— 

It receives current from the main tramway bus bars at 
500 volte, and gives out current at a pressure of 100—140 
volts for charging the battery or supplying the works’ 
lighting independently (which can also be supplied direct 
from the battery when the motor-generator is not working). 

It can work in the reverse order and receive current direct 
from the battery at 100 volts, and give current at a pressure 
of 500—550 volts, By this means it is possible to shunt 
cars, &c., in the depóte when the main plant is shut down, 
and to work the various motors.in the power station in con- 
nection with the mechanical stokers, &c., when raising steam 
on the boilers previous to starting up the plant. 

It is also used for running any к early сагв or 
repair trolleys for night work on the overhead equipment. 

The motor-generator was supplied by Messrs. Bruce 
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Peebles & Co., of Edinburgh. It consists of two generators 
coupled together, with a fly-wheel between the machines. 
The generators are mounted direct on a common bedplate. 

The low-pressure machine has a double-wound armature, 

with a commutator at each end. The reason for this is to 
get the maximum output of the machine and to run the set 
at a constant speed. 
. To enable the low-pressure side to generate an output of 
600 amperes at 140 volts, or 84 KW., the high-pressure’ side 
requires an input of 100 Kw., at 500 volts, running at 500 
revolutions per minute, ! | "ES 

"With double-wound armature and a 
pressure of 100 volts supplied to the low- 

ressure side, the two armatures being in 
parallel, the set is driven from the battery 
at a 8 of 600 revolutions per minute, 
and the high-pressure side generates its 
full output of 170 amperes at 500 volts, 
or 84 Kw. 

The motor - generator can by this 
arrangement always be worked at its 
highest efficiency without any weakening of 
the fields, except the small amount neces- 
sary to reduce the voltage on the low- 
pressure side as a dynamo from 140 
to 100 volte. 

The generators are six-pole machines, 
the field coils being wound on separate 
formers for easy removal. The armatures 
are of the drum type.. The bearings are of 
the swivel self-oiling type. The fly-wheel 
of the motor-generator weighs 1 ton. 
The battery of accumulators was supplied 
by the Tudor Accumulator Company, and 
consists of 56 cells with 31 plates in each. 
The cells themselves consist of lead-lined 
wooden boxes supported on oil insulators. 

The capacity of the battery is :— 
2,100 ampere-hours when discharged at 
210 amperes ; 1,800 ampere - hours when 
discharged at 360 amperes; 1,620 ampere - hours when 
discharged at 540 amperes. The normal rate of charge 
is 300 amperes, and the maximum rate of charge 
375 amperes. The duties of the battery, as previously 
mentioned, are the direct lighting of the power station 
and car depót and-the supply of current to the motor- 


EXTERIOR OF POWER STATION. 


generator. The battery is placed in a room at one end 
of the engine room. 

In the engine room there is a 20-ton hand-driven 
travelling crane, which can operate the whole length of 


the building. It is intended eventually to equip the 
crane electrically, and thus save time and labour. The 
crane was supplied by Messrs. Joseph Booth & Bros., of 
Leeds. It has a span of 60 ft. and a lift of 85 ft. 


Down the centre of the engine room, between the two 
rows of engines and generators, there is a gangway 
supported by means of ornamental columns at a height of 
12 ft. above the engine room floor level; the gangway is 
coupled up to the stagings around the various engines, 
and also leads on to the switchboard gallery at one end of 


Marx STEAM RANGE IN ВоцпкЕВ Hovsr. 


the engine room. It is approached at the switchboard end 
by means of a double staircase from the engine room floor 
level, and by a staircase at one side of the gangway at the 
opposite end of the engine room. The whole of the upper 
gangway is protected by means of ornamental columns and 
nandrails of similar design to those on the stagings of the 
engines. : 

This central gangway serves two purposes: the easy 
access to the cylinders and valve gear, and the supporting 
of the main steam pipes running down the centre of the 
room, the pipes being supported by carriers on the underside 
of the gangway. 

‘The main switchboard is built direct into the main wall 
at one end of the engine room, and stands back in a recess, 
taking up 42 ft. of the total width of the room. Imme- 
diately in front of the board there is a clear space 10 ft. in 
width. The gallery is carried right through into the 
boiler house and to the coal bankers beyond, so that the 
engineers in charge can control the whole station with the 
smallest amount of trouble. 


. (To be continued.) 


Carbide Patents.— The anomalous position as to patent 
rights covering the manufacture of calcium carbide in Europe, and 
the Continental makers’ combination, have brought about a curious 
state of things. At the present time American, Swedish, German, 
and French carbides are-all to be found simultaneously passing 


-through the Port of Hamburg; because for some reason or other 


the manufacturers of each country seem to consider it their duty to 
export their products to one another’s territory. If American 
carbide is being sent to Germany, attempts аге to be made to send 
German carbide to America (the patent monopoly in the latter being 
presumed capable of demolition), which appears: to indicate А 


. position of affairs somewhat resembling the phenomena of that laad 


where all the boys were girls and all the рігів boys. Carbide isalso 
being sent by the French Compagnie Générale de )'Electro- 
Chimie to the Fanta Fé Railway of the Argentine Republic, but 


that carbide is transferred to shipboard at Trieste and Antwerp; 


this peculiarity being due, we imagine, tothe extremely irregular 
rates charged by different French railway companies for the 
catriage of the material over their lines. | 
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ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Alsace-Lorraine.—M. René Koechlin. engineer, who 
has already executed several hydro-electric installations in Switzer- 
land, has ү completed, with the assistance of М. Potterat, ап 
engineer of Berre, a scheme for the construction of a hydraulic 
power station on the Rhine for the development of electrical energy. 
An application for a concession has been made to the Government. 
The power to be obtained by the proposed works will be 23,000 н.р, 
and wil be employed for motive purposes. A sum of 15,000,000 
marks will be required to carry out this important undertaking. 
If this project is realised, Mulhouse will possess perhaps the most 
important hydro-electric power station in Europe. : 


Barking.—The annual report of the electric light under- 


taking shows that the deficit amounts to £273, as against £1,005 
last year. | 


Birkdale.—It is now definitely stated that electricity 
wil be supplied throughout the whole of the district by the 
Birkdale District Electric Supply Company. The charge is to be 
7d. aud 2d. per unit, according to the maximum demand system. 


Dlackburn.—O wing to the loss of over £7,000 on the 
years working of the gas undertaking, the Blackburn Gas Com- 
mittee bas decided to increase the price of gas. The loss on the 
tramways for the past year was about £6,000, and on electricity 
about £1,000. How is this for " relief of the rates?” 


Blackpool.—The annual report of the Electricity 
Department to March 3let shows a total output of 2,202,516 unite, 
as against 1,760,459 for the previous year, of which 924,415 were 
for private supply, 289,659 for public lighting, 804,058 for traction, 
and the rest used in the works or lost. The total income was 
£27,911, and the expenditure £15,720, leaving a gross profit of 
‘£9,191. After payment of interest and sinking fund, there remained 
only £57 lls. 10d. During the year the capital expenditure was 
increased from £142,749 to £168,688. Generating costs amounted 
to £14,053. 


Bridlington.—On the 28th ult. the T.C. resolved to 


engage Mr. F. H. Medhurst as consulting engineer in connection 
with ite electric lighting scheme. 


Bristol,.—The City Council has discussed a report from 
the Electrical Committee stating that in consequence of the rapid 
growth of the undertaking preparations for the enlargement of the 
Avonbank works should be made at once. Alderman Pearson 
pointed out the extreme risk that they bad run in dealing with 
their Christmas load, the whole of their power being in use and no 
reserve available in case of a breakdown. The present extension 
was estimated to cost as follows:—Foundations, £9,564; super- 
structure, £13,000; boiler house and plant, £12,900; engine room 
plant, £19,200; piping work, £3,500; motor and auxiliary 
plant, £775; lighting, £420; contingencies, 24 percent. The total 
was £61,000. The Committee asked the Council to authorise the 
work being done by the Committee's own officers under Mr. Faraday 
Proctor, not calling in an outside architect, but with power of refer- 
ence to Sir Benjamin Baker. The report was stoutly challenged by 
several members who are generally in opposition to the Electrical 
Committee’s schemes, but by an overwhelming majority the Council 
gave the sanction Alderman Pearson asked for. It also authorised 
the purchase of extra water-softening plant for the Temple Back 
station at a cost of £2,915. | 


Caversham.—The U.D.C. on May 27th discussed а 
proposal to apply fora prov. order for electricity supply. On а 
division the voting was equal, and the chairman declined to give a 
casting vote. 


Cleckheaton.—The Electricity Committee of the D.C. 
has decided to fix the price of electrical energy for lighting 
purposes at 5d. per unit, and for motive power at 2d. per unit. 


Dungannon (Tyrone).— The U.C. has under considera- 
tionascheme submitted by Mr. E. G. Cruise,of London, for the 
electric lighting of the town. 


Epsom.—Mr. Hawtayne, consulting engineer to the 
U.D.C., having reported that the engines supplied to the electric 
lighting works materially exceeded the guaranteed steam con- 
sumption according to the specification, the Council has decided 
that the firm who supplied the engines shall be asked to substitute 
two more efficient engines. | 


Faversham.— Upon the recommendation of the engi- 
neer, Mr. H. Talbot, it has been resolved to borrow £24,100 for 
electric lighting purposes. 


Hamilton,—An agreement between Messrs, Edmundson 
and the Corporation has been signed, and the T.C. has decided to 
dispose of some ground at Almada Hill for electric lighting works. 
The engineer's report states that the total cost of the works has been 
reduced to £31,494. 


. Ringston-on-Thames.—The annual report of Mr. J. E. 
Edgcome, the borough electrical engineer, states that new buildings 
and plant have been installed, and that the new mechanical stokers 
and Pimbley economisers are giving satisfactory results. Various 
extensions of cables have taken place. Financially, there is an 
adverse balance-sheet for the second year in succession. The total 
capital expenditure has increased from £59,954 to £72,047. The 
total expenditure for generation, distribution, &c., including capital 


charges, has risen from £9,283 to £9,673, the receipts also rising 
from £6,562 to £7,378 during the year, making a net loss of £2,294, 
as compared with £2,721 for 1901. The total works cost per unit 
decreased from 4:353d. to 3:499d., the lowest yet reached; but added 
to this was 2:658d. per unit for interest and repayments, The 
number of consumers is now 458 (an increase of 82), and the total 
lamps connected equal 22,885 8-с.р., an increase of 3,986. On Tues- 
day last the Council decided to obtain expert advice on the work- 
ing of the department, at a cost not exceeding £100. 


London.—SrEPXEY.— An inaccuracy occurred in our 
note last week, on the result of the arbitration between the County 
of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting Company and 
the Stepney Borough Council. The detailed award of the arbitrator 
was as follows:—(a) That the cost of preparing, obtaining, and 
passing the County of London (East) Electric Lighting Order, 1897, 
be £710 6s. 7d. (5) That the costs properly incurred by the com- 
pany, with the object of supply to the East End districts, pe 
£5,414 13s. 11d. (с) That the costs of the award be £368 4s. 10d. 
(d) That the Borough Council pay one-half the company’s costs of 
the arbitration; the Council to bear its own costs. 


` 


Londonderry.—The Derry C.C. has decided, after two 
years’ consideration of the matter, to go on with the private electric 


‘lighting of the city. The scheme adopted is the one prepared by 


Sir W. Preece. | 
Merborough.— On 29th ult. the U. D. C. electricity works 


was officially inaugurated. 


Newport (Mon.).—The Electricity Committee has рге- 
sented a return of the financial result for the year ended March 31st, 


"which shows the following :— Gross profit on year’s work, £6,431 ; 
interest on loans, 23,181; sinking fund, £2,391, leaving net profit . 


£859. The result of the previous year’s working was a deficit of 
£2,765, caused by the excess of interest and sinking fund over the 
gross profits, which only amounted to £2,557. The year just con- 
cluded is the seventh of the Council’s undertaking. 


Newhaven and Seaford.—The electric lighting orders 


granted in 1900 for Newhaven and Seaford have been revoked as 
from May 22nd. 


Nottingham.— The City Council on Monday adopted 
a report of the Electricity Committee, as to the raising of £35,000 
additional capital for a generating station in the Eastcroft and for 
the extension of the mains, In 1892 the Council authorised an 
expenditure of £200,000 for machinery for supplying electricity for 
lighting and power, and in 1902 there were 1,806 consumers. The 
number of units sold during the year ended March, 1902, was 
4,094,897. Last year showed an increase of 77 per cent. on the out- 
put of the previous year. The number of motors connected was 
288, of 955 H. pr. There are 35 miles of ¢ables in the streets. The 


stations in Talbot Street and St. Ann's Well Road have 11,725 н.р. 


available. Last year the energy supplied to the Tramway Com- 
mittee was over 1,200,000 unite, and it is estimated to increase by 
at least a million this year; it is anticipated that the works will 
have to supply at least 7,000,000 units during the present year. 
By the time the work is finished, the Corporation will have 
invested a sum of something like £1,400,000. 


Ormskirk.—The U.D.C. is canvassing the town to find 
the probable demand for a supply of electricity. The cost of the 
proposed plant is put at £15,000. Inquiries were made as to a 


supply from Southport, but the terms were not considered acceptable, 
the latter offering to supply at 6d. per unit. 


South Shields.—Mr. J. Н. Cawthra, the borough elec- 
trical engineer, has issued his report for the year ending March 31st, 
1902. The capital expenditure up to that date nas been £138,801, 
an increase of £10,312. The lamps connected number 41,680, an 
increase of 6,655, or 19 per cent., while the consumers have increased 
from 680 to 778, an increase of 14 per cent. The number of unite 
sold was 985,646, an increase of 229,820, or 30 per cent. The 
total revenue was £13,664, against £12,196 in the previous year, an 
increase £1,468. This left a gross profit of £7,750 against £6,261. 
The amount required for interest and sinking fund was £7,155, во 
that a net surplus was left of £594, as against £1,468 for the pre- 
vious year, the discrepancy being accounted for by the sinking funds 
having been readjusted. From the net profit there was to be made a 
further deduction of £163 loss in respect to the working of Holborn 
Quay. The average price per unit to the private consumer was 
3:9d. The actual cost of producing the energy was 1:29d. per 
unit. 


Southport.—The demand during the past year has 
grown at a normal rate, about 8,587 new lamps having been con- 
nected, while the output returns mark the largest increase yet 
recorded in a year since the commencement. The consumers now 
number 1,021; the lamps, 65,367. The units sold were 1,462,407. 
The maximum load in kw. and lond factor per cent. have respec- 
tively risen to 1,174 and 14:22. "The units used are made up of— 
public and private lighting, 925,483 ; traction supply, 536,924. The 
total costs are brought down to 1°23d. per unit. The gross profit 
on the year's working was £10,704; less interest on loans, £4,317 ; 
amount provided for sinking fund, £4,705; surplus for the year, 
£1,682, 


Sunderland. — The Corporation is considering the 
advisability of doubling the present output of electrical energy, so 
as to supply the various shipyards, engineering works, docks, &c. 
The net profit of the department last year was £1,938, and on the 
tramways a profit of about £10,000. 
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Spain.—A concessicn has been granted to put down a 
plant to utilise the water-power of the River Dilar, at Dilar (pro- 
vince of Granada), in the generation of electrical energy for the 
lighting of a number of small towns in the district. 

A company has just been formed in Madrid with a capital of 
£240,000 to be known as El Gran Central de Electricidad de la 
Castellana. The company will put down a plant to utilise the 
water power of the Hiver Jarama, at a point about 12 miles from 
Madrid, in the generntion of electricalenergy for lighting and 
power purposes. It is said that 5,000 н.р. will be available. | 


Swansea,— The Corporation has offered to supply 
electric power to the Hafod Isha Works upon the following terms :— 
A minimum of 150,000 units per annum at 14d. per unit, or a mini- 
mum of 200,000 unite per annum at 144. per unit; the company to 
agree to take a supply for at least three years. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Belfast.—The City Council has been in communica- 
tion with the Belfast Tramway Company re purchasing the line, 
but the particulars have not yet been made public. 


Belgium.—The Economic Railway Company has obtained 
permission to substitute electricity for the horse traction at present in 
use. A mixed system will be used, but the underground system 
will preponderate. Hitherto the authorities have religiously refused 
any concession for running electric trams in Brussels proper, and it 
is worthy of note that three of the company's lines will pass 
through some of the busiest sections of the Belgian capital. A new 
and powerful central power station is to be installed without delay, 
for the eupply of current to the proposed new system. 


Birkenhead.—The Tidswell life-guard has again saved 
a small boy of three years, named William Bennett, who got in the 
way of а car in Cleveland Street. The life-guard caught up the 
boy and bore bim safely until the car could be stopped, when he 
was found to be uninjured. 


Blackburn.—The report of the Borough Treasurer of 
Blackburn, Mr. J. H. Bailey, relating to the Corporation's electric 
tramway undertaking, shows that the income for the year ended 
March 25th, was £36,488, made up as follows: Traffic receipts, 
£36,168; parcels, £267; rents, £52. The expenditure, which 
totalled £28,439, included £7,356 for current, management £600, 
wages £1,084, fuel £1,455, айа accident insurance and compeneation 
for the Ewood collision £2,226. The credit balance was £8,049, but 
after paying interest and sinking fund, there is a loss on the year’s 
account of £6,549, bringing the total loss on the tramways 
undertaking, since it was acquired by the Corporation, to 
£17,754. 

Mr. A. 8. Giles, the electrical engineer and tramways manager, 
in his report on the subject, points out that a complete year's work- 
ing of electric traction on all routes has not yet been experienced, 
and that the working expenses have been swollen by the Ewood 
accident. He also calculates that the last few months of steam- 
working account for £1,257 of the year's loss. Dealing with the 
items of electric working, Mr. Giles says that the cost of power at 
2°85d. per car-mile is a high figure, but is accounted for 
by the fact that the tram routes aro hilly, and that the 
price of electric energy is 14d. per unit. The returns for the last 
two months show that economy in power is being exercised, and 
the figures under this head are expected to be reduced next year. 
The cost of car maintenance will also be considerably reduced in 
future, and it is expected that the average cost of working during 
the current year will not exceed 7d. per car-mile. Mr. Giles shows 
that the increased fares have resulted in an advance of receipts 


amounting to £3,651 in a period of eight months, and draws attention 


to the fact that the capital charges for the year have increased by 
£2,939, the total being £14,740. Of this sum, £6,664 is the annual 
instalment of interest and sinking fund on the purchase price of 
the tramways. “We have very little to show now for this dead 
capital (the report continues), and it is a heavy weight for the un- 
dertaking to bear in the first few years of working. We are not 
yet paying sinking fund on all oür working capital, and next year 
the annual charges will be higher; afterwards they should gradu- 
ally reduce each year, as instalments are repaid.” Mr. Giles 
appends the following table, showing the traffic totals for the past 
three years :— 


i Receipts. Average 

Mileage. Passengers, P в, d. per mile. 
1900 567,829 5,711,971 28,512 18 1 12:05 
1901 637,266 6,759,511 31,829 14 5 11°79 
1902 738,577 6,790, 091 36,168 15 5 1174 


Cardiff.—Our local correspondent says that the Cor- 
poration Committee at Cardiff has decided that a certificate of com- 
petency as electric car-driver shall be furnished by the tramway 
department in respect of each applicant approved. The rush for 
employment since the electric cars have come to the fore in the 
town has been phenomenal. There are no fewer than 3, 500 
applicants for positions on the tramway system already.“ 


Chatham.— Last week the B. of T. (represented by Major 
Pringle, Mr. Trotter, and others) thoroughly inspected the Chatham 
and District Light Railway Company's lines witha view to their being 
opened for the public use. The overhead equipment is chiefly of 


, 


the side-bracket type, with occasional span wires where necessary. 
The cars have been made by Messrs. Geo. F. Milnes & Co., Limited, 
Hadley, and seat some 50 passengers each. The lines run from 
Luton, through Chatham, and on to the dockyard and barracks and 
various other naval and military establishments, and from thence 
through Old Brompton to New Brompton, Gillingham, and after- 
wards into Luton again. In all upwards of eight miles of rails 
have been laid by the company. The power station has been 
equipped with boilers by Mesers. Yates & Thom, of Blackburn, who 
also supplied the three low-speed horizontal engires. The chimney 
shaft is of iron, 150 ft. high, and its diameter is 7 ft. There is a 
small engine for lighting, by Messrs. Belliss & Morcom. The gene- 
rators are by the British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited. 
There will be 25 cars running as at present arranged. 


Devonport.—In turning a sharp curve on Tuesday last, 
ап electric tramcar left the rails, and, colliding with a lorry, over- 
turned. There were several people in the car at the time, bat with 
the exception of the conductor, who was badly injured and had to be 
ee to hospital, the passengers escaped with only a severe 
shaking. | 


Dewsbury.—It is hoped to have опе or two sections of 
the tramways open towards the end of July or the beginning of 
August. For some time negotiations have been proceeding between 
the Corporation and the Traction Company, respecting the supply 
of energy for places outside the borough, and ít is now reported that 
terms have been agreed upon. . 


Doncaster.—The first section of the municipal electric 
tramways was opened by the Mayor on Monday. . 


Halifax.—The introduction of a system of parcel traffic 
on the electric trams is recommended by the T.C. For each two 
stages 14. per 7 lbs. will be charged, with 2d. up to 28 lbs., and 3d. 
up to 56 lbs. 


Light Railways.—Last Friday's London Gazette con- 
tains notices of the following applications which have been made 
for light railway orders:—Gloucester and District, Corporation; 
London United Tramways (Light Railways Extensions) No. 3, 
lines in Middlesex, Buckingham .and Berks; Maidstone, Corpora- 
tion; Barking Light Railways (Extensions) U. D. C.; Southend -ор- 
Sea and District, Council; Crystal Palace (C.P. Light Railway and 
Tramway Co., Ld.). . 


Pontypridd.—A joint meeting of the Pontypridd and 
Rhondda Valley District Council has been held with regard to the 
proposed purchase of the British Electric Traction Company's tram- 
way between Pontypridd and Porth (the entrance to the Rhondda 
proper), and the advisability of a joint purchase of the under- 
taking at once was discussed. It wasdecided to ask the company 
to name the sum for which they would be prepared to sell. 


Preston.—The Earl of Jersey on Tuesday last week pre- 
siding at an inquiry into the application of the Electrical Constrnc- 
tion and Maintenance Company to make a line from Lytham, 
meeting the proposed Corporation tramways at Preston, said that 
he and his colleagues were of opinion that the line did not come 
within the purview of Clause 9, the competitive clause, and upon 
that ground alone they felt it would be no use their attempting to 
recommend an order in that case. 


Whitechapel and Bow Railway.—At the formal 
opening of the Whitechapel and Bow Extension Railway last 
Saturday, Mr. Perks, M.P., referred to the advantage the new line 
would be to the District Railway. The question of electrical trac- 
tion had not been lost sight of, and he trusted that in 18 months 
they would see the whole line from Hounslow to Upminster work- 


ing on an electrical system. 


Wrexham.—At a meeting of the T.C. last week, Mr. 
Chadwick announced his resignation as chairman of the Electricity 
Supply Committee. This was in consequence of his action in com- 
mittee, in refusing to accept a resolution from Ald. Thos. Jones 
slightly in favour of the Wrexham and District Electric Tramways, 
Limited, in respect of charges to be made by the Corporation for 
electricity after midnight, being ruled out of order by the Mayor. 
The grievance was because Ald. Jones gave evidence in London in 
support of the Bill promoted by the tramway company, and Mr. 
Chadwick said it was absurd to say that Mr. Jones went to support 
the Bill as a private individual; it was because he was an Alderman 
and ex-Mayor that his evidence was sought for and given. 


Maritzburg.—From some Natal newspapers which have 
come to our hands, we gather that last month the City Council 
adopted a report relating to electric tramways which calls for some- 
thing more than mere mention on this side. It seems that Mr. 
Е. W. Jameson, the borough engineer, and Mr. W. F. Skidmore 
Ashley, the borough electrical engineer, after lengthy comments 
upon general questions and the best routes for running cars so as to 
develop new suburbs and to relieve congestion in the city, go on to 
recommend a single-deck car with bogie trucks and sliding bow, 
and on the latter point we quote the following remarks :— 

“The ‘sliding bow’ seems to call for special attention, as it has 
advantages over the 'trolley' which, in our opinion, outweigh 
altogether the mere assertion that a foreign make should not be 
encouraged because this is & British Colony, nor does it seem a 
sound argument to advance that, because the trolley system is 
adopted practically throughout the United States and Great Britain, 
it must necessarily be introduced into South Africa. | 

“We are not disposed to admit the superiority of the Angle- 
Saxon over the Teuton in this matter, but consider rather that the 
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continued adoption of the ‘trolley’ has been due to the rigidity of 
design which is always a characteristic in the main features not only 


of the electric car, but of all mechanical appliances in the engi- 


neering world in their initial stages. We have endeavoured to 
secure for your system that which is best, irrespective of what may 
be thought of the policy of our action in the matter, and what 
appeals to us so strongly we feel sure will also be appreciated by 
yourselves after a careful study of the points urged in favour of the 

‘sliding bow,’ which briefly may be summarised as follows :—(a) 
Less wear on overhead wire, especially when rounding curves; (5) 
more silence in action than the trolley; (c) less complication in 
overhead wires at curves and turn-outs ; (а) ears and frogs of more 
substantial design; (¢) no soldering of overhead wires necessary ; 
(7) no trailing rope from back of trolley arm required; (g) no possi- 
bility of jumping off the trolley wire; (Л) the ‘bow’ is reversible 
. Bo that in changing direction of car the lights would not be put 
out; (i) ‘sparking’ possibilities greatly reduced. Finally then, 
viewed upon its merits, we think a single-deck, bogie-wheel car, 
having the ‘sliding bow,’ is undoubtedly most suited to your needs, 
and we therefore strongly urge your adoption of the same." 

The following tables of expenditure are given:— 


PROBABLE EXPENDITURE. 


514,800 supply units of electricity es Vx P e. £4,290 0 0 
Thirteen conductors at 9d, per hour .. е s ДА 1,501 10 0 
Thirteen motor men 24 - si ʻi .. 2002 00. 
Inspector 88 oe T ih we Es ae 800 n O 
Linesman а» oe ee oe ео . 0 ee 240 0 0 
Armature winder " ur ee T a 240 0 0 
Proportion electrician's salary a . ` 100 0 0 
Maintenance of permanent way and rolling stock .. 1,000 0 0 
Management and offices expenses 1,000 0 0 
Add interest and N on, ssy, £76,000 а at ES per 
dent. . T ee Я T .. ) 6,000 9:9 0 
£16,678 10 0 0 


PROBABLE REVENUB. 
Reoeipts based on the assumption that the average 
number of passengers carried per car-mile will be 
eight, and that the fare will be 8d. per car-mile . . £20,592 0 0 


ESTIMATE. 
Buildings Фо Фо Фе oe ee ee ee ee £12,000 0 0 
eg т» ЖО is es „000 0 0 
тыш; way апа feeders sa ex ies Sa 0 0 
Overhead construotion T d s Vs P -- $800 0 0 
Car equipment aa ws ès iy "T ix .. 9,000 0 0 
Embankment and bridge .. vs s es ve .. 4,000 0 0 
467, 00 0 0 
10 per cent, contingencies .. фе в "m .. 6,780 0 0 
£74,580 0 0 


The Natal Mercury for May 8th takes exception to the adoption 
of this report, and says :— 

“ The idea of the engineers seems to us to be to provide Maritz- 
burg with a system different from anything of the kind elsewhere 
in South Africa, and, so far as we can see, for no other sufficient 
reason than to, be different. It may be noted also that the estimate 
of probable revenue is placed at double the sum put down by the 
Durban engineers when they reported on an electric tram system 
for the town, but the most notable point of all is the advocacy of 
the ‘sliding bow’ as against the ‘trolley.’ . . It is rather 
amusing to think that the question of the superiority of the Anglo- 
Saxon or the Teuton in matters connected with electric traction 
should fall to be decided by a couple of young engineers in Maritz- 
burg, but they have decided the matter, and given their vote in 
favour of the Teuton. The adoption of the sliding bow means 
practically that Maritzburg intends having her tramways made in 
Germany, as it is in that country where the sliding bow is in use 
and the patents held. The arguments advanced in favour of the 
sliding bow, will, we hardly think, be admitted by anyone who 
knows what it is; but the sliding bow is no new thing, and if it had 
been во pronouncedly superior to the trolley, it would require very 
much more experienced men than Messrs. Jameson and Ashby to 
convince us that the best American and British engineers would not 
have abandoned the trolley principle for some form of the sliding 
bow. . . . . Ofcourse, Maritzburg can please itself absolutely 
in the matter, and have a German system if it likes. The trolley 
system, however, gives most excellent resulte, as the Town Council 
of Maritzburg can see for themselves if they run down here. And 
surely, what is good enough for Durban and the rest of South 
Africa is good enough for Maritzburg, when to be different means 
that money borrowed in England is to be spent by the Corporation 
in Germany." 


perenne . 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


French Telephones.— The Central News Paris corre- 
spondent says that the Minister of Commerce has signed a con- 
vention drawn up by the British Post Office extending the telephone 
service between England and France. 


Telegrams to the Cape.— The Eastern Telegraph 
Company, Limited, notified some days ago that, owing to a very 
severe storm in the neighbourhood of Cape Town, all the Govern- 
ment landlines in that district were disorganised. From the same 
cause a ship was driven ashore and interrupted one of the West 
Coast cables and damaged the other. In consequence the delay of 
telegrams to Cape Colony must occur. The East Coast cable and the 
landlines from Durban to the Transvaal were working well and 
there was no delay to either Jobannesburg or Pretoria. 


~ 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


Car. INYRRRUPTED. ^ REPAIRED, 
` Latakía-Cyprus .. í 95 АР «à .. June 20, 1699 .. T 
Puerto Plata- Martinique .. Мау 6, 1902  .. May 9 
Puertd Plata-Martinique .. May 80, 1902 


Moulmein-Bangkok .. May 7, 1902 m May 7 


Moulmein-Bangkok .. bs m M .. May 16, 1902 .. May 21 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 viu CAPS .. Aug. 27. 1901 ..  .. 
Bt. Lucia-Martinique .. gs T es ee May 7, 1902 
St. Lucia-8t. Vincent б АА - .. May 7, 1902 
Bt. Lucia-Grenada v фа we ee .. May 7, 1902 
Dominica- Martinique .. T - Ps . Мау &, 1902 
Guadeloupe-Martinique ВЕ . Мау 5, 19012 .. p 
Hong kKong-Munila  .. bu ee .. . June 8, 1902 .. oo 
LANDLINES :— 

All Siberianlines between Innokentiewsk-Radde May 29,1902 .. May 30 
Route via Hanekin on Persian territory .. Feb. 24, 1900 .. "A 
Communication with Tientsin and Taku via 

Helampo " oe . . June 18, 1900 


ee May 15, 1902 5 June 9 
Telephone Exehanges.— A Parliamentary paper has 


just been issued giving the names of all telephone exchanges of the 
Post Office in the United Kingdom, with the date of opening, the 
number of subscribers on each exchange op December 31st, 1899, 
1900, 1901, and the tariff. i 


Turkey.—The Lerant Herald states that the Postal 
Reform Commission has proposed to the Government a very con- 


Moulmein- -Bangkok oe 


siderable reduction in the present scale of rates. The new scale 


will come into foroe on June 14th next. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—A gunboat has arrived . at 
Alderney from Portsmouth to establish wireless telegraphy between 
the island and the south coast of England for military and naval 
purposes. 

The French Wireless Telegraph and Telephone Company, sole 
proprietors of the Branly radio-conductor, have just made an 
offer to instal their system in the proposed new wireless telegraph 
station of the Belgian Government, as well as on one of the packet 
boate of the State with a view of permitting the administration to 
compare the relative merits of the Branly and Marconi systems. 


THE INQUIRY INTO THE 
MANAGEMENT OF THE SALFORD 
ELECTRICITY UNDERTAKING. 


r 


For some time past there have been nymerous statements of a very 
disturbing nature in circulation regarding certain alleged charges of 
mismanagement and undue influence in connection with the 


Salford municipal electricity works. Our readers will be glad to . 


hear tbat this unhappy state of affaira is now in a fair way for 
being brought to a conclusion, for Judge Parry opened a searching 
inquiry on Tuesday. We are indebted to the Manchester Courier 
for the following report of the first day's proceedings :— 

As a sequel to the charges that have been made in Salford ab 
several meetings against the members of the Electricity Committee, 
tbe Council consented to a public inquiry being held to fhoroughly 
sift the allegations, and his Honour Judge Parry consented to sit 
and hold the inquiry. It was consequently opened before his 
Honour in the Salford Town Hall, when there was a large 
attendance of the legal fraternity, representing parties inte- 
rested, directly and indirectly, in the undertakings of the Corpora- 
tion. "Those present included Messrs. W. Hunt, C. R. Turner, and 
Councillor F. W. Wheatcroft, who made various charges against the 
Council, the Committee, and several individuals connected with 
the works. Mr. C. H. M. Wharton represented Alderman Shaw, 
chairman of the Committee, against whom charges were made; Mr. 
Desquesne appeared for Sir Richard Mottram; Mr. Dean for ex- 
Councillor Howarth; Mr. Galloway for Galloways, Limited, the 
contractors for the boilers at Strawberry Road; Mr. H. Hawkins 
for W. T. Glover & Co., Limited, the suppliers of the cables; Mr. 
T. W. Fox for W. Н. Bailey & Co., Limited, the suppliers of the 
jet condensers; Mr. W. L. Hockin for Alderman Holland ; and Mr. 
W. Cobbett for Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar, the consulting engineers. 
The questions referred to the inquiry are :— 

1. As to the building of the Walness: Works. 

2. As to whether these works could have been enlarged (во as to 
use the machinery at present contained therein) sufficiently to 
supply electric current for the necessary lighting, and to run the 
tramways at the present time for the next five years. 

3. As to the total power provided in the Walness Works and the 
new works, and if found to be in excess of the requirements to go 
thoroughly into the matter and report to the Council as to who is 
responsible. 

4. As to all matters appertaining to any specifications, tenders, or 
contracts, in connection with the erection of Strawberry Road 
Station. 

The Town Clerk (Mr. L. C. Evans) handed in the notice calling 
the meeting, and also the statements and charges made by Messrs. 
Hunt, Turner and Wheatcroft, and then recited a шогу of the 
whole of the Salford electricity undertaking. 

Mr. Desquesnes said in Mr. Turner’s notice were the words : 
" Some interested persons did cause by undue influence the altera- 
tion of certain documents." He wished to know to what this 
referred. 

Mr. Turner said the documents referred to were in connection 
with the steam engine contract for the dynamos. 
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His Honour said here was а suggestion which was a very serious 
allegation against someone. Mr. Turner must assist him by telling 
him what the class of documents was, otherwise how were they to 
inquire into it? Against whom were they making this suggestion ? 

Mr. Wheatcroft said it was a document relating to the report 
made by Messrs. Lacey, Clirebugh & Sillar, with reference to the 
steam dynamos in September, 1899, and they alleged that that docu- 
ment was altered by someone connected with the firm, owing to 
influence brought to bear. 

Mr. Wharton asked about Mr. Hunt's complaint against Alderman 
Shaw. 

His Honour said the suggestion appeared to be that he was trading 
with a firm who were contractors to the Corporation. Wby should 
that be stopped ? | 

Mr. Hunt said, in the case of a member of the Corporation, it 
was possible for him to use his interest—he did not suggest Mr. 
Shaw had done so—in the direction of such firms who placed orders 
with him. ` 

Mr. Wharton raid the facts of the case were that Alderman Shaw 
had been a member of the Corporation for 22 years, In 1900 he 
was chairman of the Electrical Committee, but long before that his 
firm of John Shaw & Co. had been dealing with the predecessors of 
ihe St. Helens Cable Company for such things as engines aad 
hydraulic machinery, and naturally they would be the people to 
whom they would apply for that sort of work. Between August 
20th and the end of October the Corporation advertised for tendera 
for cable, and Mr. Shaw's firm continued their trading with the St. 
Helens Company. Messrs. Shaw supplied pumps to the St. Helens 
Company, but the pumps had nothing to do with the Corporation 
at all or with this inquiry. It was a mere incident and accident 
that their tender for pumps was accepted by the St. Helens Com- 
pany during the time the latter were tendering for the cable. 

His Honour: It only comes to this, You sold a pump to a con- 
tractor who cold a cable for the Corporation." 

Mr. Wharton asked the town clerk if the tender for the cable was 
nof the lowest sent in. | 

Mr. Evans replied that it was £300 or more lower than the 
others, and handed in the record of the tenders. 

. His Honour said Mr. Hunt brought no charge of ill faith or 

illegality againat Alderman Shaw, and therefore there was nothing 
for him to inquire into. The matter dropped, as it seemed to him 
Mr. Hunt did not dispute the statement of facts. 

Mr. Hunt said he did not, and the gubject was then dropped. 

Mr. Hockin, for Alderman Holland, said the latter had been 18 
years in the Council, and was a builder and contractor. He was 
chairman during the whole of the time that tbe Walness works 
were erected, and with reference to those works there had been no 
complaint, and that was mainly due to the fact that he was the 
chairman. He was not on the Electricity Committee, and all along 
he had been supplying bricks to Messrs. Cleworth & Robinson. 
They entered into a contract with the Corporation on May 8th, 1900, 
Alderman Holland not being at this time a member of the Elec- 
tricity Committee. On May 11th, Alderman Holland was asked by 
Messrs. Cleworth & Robinson to quote the price of bricks, and the 
price quoted was 21s. 3d. per 1,000, which was the proper price. 
On June 20th Mr. Holland was placed on the committee, and he 
continued to supply bricks up to November 6th. About that time 
he saw something in the newspapers as to Corporation contracts in 
the neighbouring city, and he sought the advice of the town olerk. 
The latter advised him there was nothing illegal in his conduct and 
no violation of the law, but if he were in his place he would cease 
to supply the firm with bricks. That was very proper advice. 

His Honour said this was a very different case to the first. It 
might be against the spirit of the Act. : 

Mr. Hockin contended that not a single brick was supplied to 
the contractors after that date. The correct price had always been 
charged, and the bricks were supplied for six months, tbinking no 
harm was being done. Alderman Shaw bad dealt with the firm 12 
years. He was not on the committee, and had no voice in the con- 
tract at the time. From an ethical point of view, Mr. Holland 
admitted it was & mistake. He had not sold bricks to the firm 
since November 6th, and he thought it bard that Mr. Hunt should 
bring the matter forward. : 

Mr. Hunt: Mr. Holland had almost acted as a sub-contractor. 

His Honour saw no illegality in what had been done. 

Mr. Hunt said he accepted the statement made on behalf of Mr. 
Holland as setting forth the true facts. 

This charge then dropped. 

Mr. Wheatcroft then made his opening statement on the third 
clause of the subject. He urged that the Strawberry Road station 
was exorbitantly too large for the present and prospective require- 
ments for the next five years. (Mr. Clirehugh: No, no.) He referred 
to the visits of deputations to Hamburg, and showed that there, 
with much greater requirements for all purposes—traction, lighting, 
&c.—for their population of 750,000, the grand total horse-power 
of the plant was 8,400, whilst for Salford's very much less require- 
ments 10,750-н.р. plant had been put down. Altogether, the plant 
was much in excess of the requirements. With regard to the boilers, 
they were decíded upon after collaboration of the engineers with 
Alderman Sir R. Mottram and Mr. Howarth. 

The latter objected, and the Town Clerk read the minutes of the 
meetings in the matter, which showed tbat before deciding upon the 
boilers the Committee, of whom Mr. Wheatcroft was one, had 
referred the matter for advice to Sir R. Mottram and the consulting 
engincers. 

Mr. Wheatcroft then proceeded on Clause 4, and said he hada 
painful story to unfold, and one that was really repugnant to him. 
He would show that wheels within wheels were going on to a 
remarkable extent. He would show interference of certain 
parties with the consulting engineer, and that Mr. Turner, 


the former electrical engineer to tke Corporation, that 
even Mr. Clirehugh became demoralised, and Mr. Turner“ 
life became a difficult one, and it became impossible for him 
to retain an honourable course and keep his position with comfort. 
Mr. Turner's scheme was proceeding smoothly, when the committee 
became aware that outside interference was taking place. The 
chairman, Mr. Howartb, was being troubled by the representatives 
of a certain firm, and ono firm in particular in Ostober, November, 
and December, 1898. A climax was reached when Mr. Turner 
informed Couacillor Boyes, the deputy chairman, witness himself, 
and others that he had had Mr. Norbury (a representative of 
Galloways) down to see him early one morning at the electric 
station along with the chairman of the committee (Ur. Howarth), 
and that pressure had been put upon him to specify for Galloway 
cros3-tubular boilers, one reason assigned being that it was a delicate 
matter for them to tender direct, seeing that Sir Richard Mottram 
was in the Council. Mr. Tarner did not comply, and then began 
trouble for him which he believed-—— 

His Honour: I must say I am not interested in beliefs. Facts are 
important. | 

Mr. Wheatcroft said soon after that he saw Mr. Howarth, Mr. 
Turner being close by, and spoke to him about it. Mr. Howarth 
said, Has Turner been telling vou?“ and at once called for Turner, 
and said to him he had better keep his tongue still. Mr. Howarth 
further told witness how he was pestered to death by Mr. Norbuty 
aud Sir Richard Mottram. Не even told witness that he could 
not have a quiet game of cards at his club without notes being 
sent io. He also told Mr. Turner and witness he would not have 
it much longer, and if the interference continued much longer he 
would expose it. He asserted that Mr. Howarth also said in tbe 
committee room that somcthing crooked was going on. 

Mr. Howarth: ‘That statement is an absolute fabrication. 

Witness, continuing, could not say who was present. Mr. Boycs, 


the deputy-chairman, would be present, bat he would not come to 
` give evidence. 


He complained that a resolation was put in the 
agenda paper for the Council meeting of December 7th, 1898, re- 
commending the appointment of consulting engineers, that had 
never been passed by the Council. This finally resulted in the 
appointment of Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar, tbe dismissal of 
Mr. Turner, and the acceptance of certain tenders. He alleged 
that this was due to influence brought to bear on the chairman by 
persons interested. He also complained that some of the members 
of the Committee were invited to meet the Iron and Stee: Iustitute 
at lancheon by one of the firms tendering. 

At this juncture a document was handed іп by Mr. Wheatcroft, 
purporting to be a report prepared by a certain firm for the Com- 
mittee, and kept back in the interests of another firm. Mr. Wheat- 
croft said he had it from Mr. Turner. e 

Mr. Desquesnes said this was.the mysterious document about 
which so much had been heard, and nothing definite learned. 

His Honour: It is obvious here is evidence of an important 
character. The suggestion is a serious one, and the document now 
turns up in the hands of one no longer a servant of the Corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. Desquesnes: What is the specific charge? 

His Honour thought those concerned had better вее it. It would 
have to be proved, and Mr. Turner would, therefore, give evideace 
to-morrow. 

His Honour suggested that the town clerk have the document till 
the morning that the parties concerned might see it, but Mr. Wheat- 
croft demurred. His Honour then asked Mr. Cobbett and Mr. 
Desquesnes to act as his solicitors in the matter aud be responsible 
for the document, but even then Mr. Wheatcroft was not willing to 
hand it over until his Honour initialled it. 

The inquiry was adjourned until next morniug. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Barking.—June 6th. Motors, pipework, chequer plat- 
ing, ёс. Bee Official Notices May 9th. 


Beckenham.—June 6th. The U.D.C. wants tenders 
for incandescent lamps. See “ Official Notices” May 16th. 


Bermondsey.—June 16th. Main switches, cut-outs, 
distributing boards, electrical fittings, shades, conduits, &c. See 
“ Official Notices May 30th. 


Brighton.—June 9th. Points, crossings, tie-bars, bolts, 
&c., for the Corporation tramways; also 300 tons of steel rails. See 
* Official Notices May 9th. 

Brighton.—June 9th. Supply of 300 tons of steel 


girder tram-rails. Particulars from Mr. T. B. Holliday, Lewes 
Road, Brighton. | 


Bristol.—June 20th. Pamps, water softener, filters and 
pipework for the electricity department. See Official Notices 
to-day. : 

Bury.—June 21th. Construction of permanent way for 


tramways. Particulares from Mr. A. W. Bradley, borough engineer 
and surveyor. 
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Denmark.—The Danish Telegraph authorities in Copen- 
hagen have called for tenders for the supply of 78 toms of copper 
wire and 10 tons of steel wire. 


Dudley.—June 6th. Tenders for the supply of incan- 
descent lamps, and oil. See Official Notices" May 16th. 


Eastbourne,—June 6th. One dry-back marine type 
boiler and fittings. See “ Official Notices" May 23rd. 


Franee.—June 8th. The municipal authorities of Pra- 
delles (Haute Loire) are inviting tenders for the establishment of 
a central electric lighting station in the town. Particulars may be 
obtained from, and tenders are to be sent to, La Mairie de Pradelles 
(Haute Loire). 

Glasgow.— June 7th. Economiser and condensing 
planta. See Official Notices May 9th. , 

Glasgow.—June 7th. Supply of electricity meters for 
one year. See Official Notices” May 30th. 


Hoylake and W. Kirby.—June 9th. Tenders for 
electric lamps, oil, waste, &c, for 12 months. See Official 
Notices ” May 23rd. 


Hungary. — September 1st. The authorities of 
Kolozsvár, in Hungary, want to introduce electricity for lighting 
and power purposes. See “ Official Notices” May 9th. 

Ipswich.—July 5th. Engines and dynamos, storage 
battery, overhead hand travelling crane, feeders, mains, &c., 
permanent way construction, and arc lamps. See “Official Notices” 
to-day. | 

Launceston (Tasmanta).—September 15th. The Cor- 
poration wants tenders for polyphase generating, transmitting, 
transforming and distributing apparatus, reconstructing existing 
plant, enclosed arc lamps, &c. See Official Notices May 23rd. 

Little Weolton.—June 20th. 
cables, supply and fixing of junction boxes and lamp connections, 
and supply of lamp fittings. Вее “ Official Notices to-day. 

London, 8.W.—July 31st. The War Office wants ten- 
ders for a self-propelled lorry (oil). See “Official Notices” April 
25th. 

Manchester.—June 14th. Line materials for overhead 
equipment, trolley wire, &c. See Official Notices to-day. 

Nuneaton.—June 18tb. One water-tube boiler and 
connecting pipework. See “ Official Notices” May 30th. 


North-Eastern Railway. — June 9th. Telegraph 
apparatus and telcgraph wire and line stores. Further particulars 
from Mr. Graves, Telegraph Department, York. 


Rotherham.—June 17th. Tramway and lightirg 
feeders, mains, &c., Lancashire boilers, and steam dynamo. See 
% Official Notices " May 30th. 


Roumania.—June 13th. Tenders are being invited 
until June 13th by the municipal authorities of Calarashi—Stirbeiu 
for the concession for the electric lighting of the town during & 
period of 35 years. . 

Russia.—Tbhe Ouprava Company, Saratoff, Russia, asks 
for offers for a central power station for the production of electrical 
energy for public and private lighting, traction and motive power 
purposes. 

Sophia.— June 9tb. The Bulgarian Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department wants tenders for the supply of telegraphic and 
telephonic apparatus. 

Stockton-on-Tees,—June 17th. Boilers, condensing 
plant, steam dynamo, switchboard, mains, &c. See "Official 
Notices” May 30th. : 

Stretford.—June 18th. Tenders wanted for boilers, 
superbeaters and economisers, team dynamos, condenserr, pumps 
and mains. See Official Notices May 23rd. 

Swansea.— The Graigola Merthyr Company, Limited, 
are asking for tenders for electric lamps. Information from the 
company’s offices, Cambrian Place, Swansea. 

Tonbridge (Kent).—June 9th. Wiring electricity 
works. Particulars from Mr. R. Hammond, 64, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. 

Valparaiso.—September 1st, 
ment of electric tramways. 
Consulate. 

Warrington.—June 18th. Tramcars, with electrical 
equipments. See Official Notices” May 30th. 


Wellington (Salop).—June 25th. The U. D. C. invites 


applications for a lease of its electric lighting powers. See 
“Ofcial Notices ” to-day. 


West Пат, —50 double-deck electric cars with equip- 
ments, for the Council. See Official Notices” to-day. 

Worksop.—June 17th. Low tension cables and joint 
boxes for the U.D.C. See “ Official Notices” to-day. 


Worksop.— June 10th, The U. D.C. will consider 
echemes for or assisted wiring. See “Oficial Notices” to-day, 


Construction and equip- 
Further particulars from the Chilian 


Laying and jointing of 


OLOSED. 


Aberdeen.—The tender of Messrs. Carrick & Sons, of 
Edinburgh, for an overhead electric crane for the Dee Village 
Electricity Works, at a sam of £1,283, has been accepted. 


Birmingham and Manchester.—Meesrs. Dunlop and 
Company have accepted the tender of Mesars. Willans & Robinson, 
Limited, of Rugby, for two 250-н.р. engines for direct coupling to 
dynamos for electrical power purposes. The Chamber Colliery 
Company, of Hollinwood, have accepted the tender of the same 
firm for one of their standard compound engines for direct coupling 
to a dynamo for supplying power for electrical coal cutters and 
other motors about their colliery. 


Dewsbury.— The oontract for the erection of the car 


shed at Savile Town for the B.E.T. Co. has been given to Messrs. 
Garforth Bros., of Mirfield. 


Dewsbury.—A Sub-Committee of the Corporation has 
been authorised to purchase another ве{ of Bennis mechanical 
stokers for the electricity works. 


London. — The Metropolitan and District Electric 
Traction Company, Limited, have placed the order for the storage 
battery for their electric traction scheme with the Electrical Power 
Storage Company, Limited. 

Melrose.—The Roxburgh District Board of Lunacy have 
determined to light their asylum at Melrose with electricity. The 


plans and specitication have been prepared by Dr. J. T. Bottomley, 
F.R.S., Glasgow. 


Oldham.—The tender of Mr. S. H. Heywood, of Reddish, 
for the new switchboard for the Corporation has been accepted by 
the Electricity Committee. 


Southwark.—For the supply to Southwark Borough 


Council of 1,000 incandescent lamps of the Ediswan, Robertaon, or 
Zurich pattern :— 


For 2, 16, or For 82-c p., 
Pattern. 25-c.p., per lamp. per lamp. 

` s. d. s. d. 
General Electric Co., Ltd. (accepted) Robertson, 0 11. 1 2 

Jackson Bros. .. is e .. Ediswan. 1 0 1 sl 
Baxter & Gauter " 1 Og 1 2 
Edison & Swan з l1 1 8 
Malcalm & Allen И " - 1 1 1 3 
' Royce, Limited $c T 1 2 1 5 


Swansea.— The National Wiring Company has secured the 
contract for the wiring of the Free Library at £571. 


Wigan.—The tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. for 


gencrators has been acccepted. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, June 13th.—At 3.30 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting at 


the National Physical Laboratory, Bushy House, 
Teddington. А 

At 9 p.m. Royal Institution. Extra Friday. evening 
discourse will be delivered by G. Marconi, M.I.E.E., 
on The Progress of Electric Space Telegraphy." 


NOTES. 


Peace !—In common with our readers, we rejoice in the 
successful termination of the war in South Africa. We look for a 
spirited revival of industry and trade, in which we trust our 
exporters are prepared to take the British Lion’s share ! 


Civil and Mechanical Engineers’ Society.—The 
annual dinner of this Society was held at the Restaurant Frascati 
on Thursday last week; Prof. R. H. Smith, the President, took the 
chair, and the guests included Lieut.-Colonel R. E. Crompton, 
Prof. Perry, Messrs. Middleton, Lee, Esson, Holroyd-Smith, and 
others, the total pumber being over 40. Replying to the toast of 
the “Imperial Forces,” Lieut.-Colonel Crompton declared that 
Tommy Atkins was a thorough gentleman. Much benefit would 
result from the severe mental and physical training of the hundreds 
of thousands of men who had passed through the war; in future 
wars much would be done with mechanical traction. Mr. G. F. 
Emery, in proposing “ Тпе Society,” stated that the membership 
now amounted to 135, and the accounts showed a surplus; Mr. 
В. В. Dudley replied, and drew attention to the fact that the 
Society bad been in existence for 43 years. The energetic secretary, 
Mr. A. S. E. Ackermann, had added 50 members in the past two 
years. Replying to the toast of “Kindred Societies,” proposed by 
Mr. J. Bridges Lee, Prof. Perry remarked that societies nowadays 
tend to grow too big and unwieldy ; modest men do not care to get 
up to speak before such huge audiences, but they join for the sake 
of the commercial value of membership. Perhaps a roll of 150 
members is better than one of 200 for real work. Pleasant musical 
interludes were provided by Messrs. Bartlett and Emery, members 
of the Society. 


For Sale.—Onr business pages to-day contain details of 
а proposed sale of transformers by the. Newcastle · upon- Tyne Elec- 
tric Supply Company. 
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Electricity in Mines.—In the House of Commons last 
week Mr. Markbam asked the Home Secretary whether he would 
state the number of deaths that wete directly due to the use of 
electricity in mines or shafts since May 2nd, 1901; and what course 
he purposed adopting to prevent this loss of life, in view of tbe 
development of electric power in mines, Mr. Ritchie, reply- 
ing, said that the number of deaths in mines due to the 
use of electricity in the year 1901 were four in all—two 
caused by electric shock, and two by machinery moved by elec- 
tricity. The use of electric power in mines is being carefully 
watched by the inspectors, and in due time he will be prepared to 
consider whether any steps ought to be taken with regard to it. 
There was no information as to the number of accidents caused by 
short-circuiting in. mines, but the cases in which serious injury or 
loss of life had resulted had been very few. There was no power 
to require owners of collieries to report accidents caused by short- 
circuiting to the inspectors unless death or serious injury were 
caused or an explosion produced. . 

In his presidential address to the Institution of Mining Engi- 
neers, at Burlington House, Piccadilly, Mr. James 8. Dixon, of 
Glasgow, said that in Scotland coal-working by inachinery was 
making considerable progress. Last year there were 49 machines at 
work, which produced 485,584 tons. He estimated that the fuel 
consumed at the collieries last year would amount to 16,144,948 
tons. By the application of electricity and high pressure steam 
improved engines he imagined that at least one-half that consump- 
tion could be reduced, and 8,000,000 or 10,000,000 tons of fuel saved 
to the country. 


* Crown " Rail Bonds.—A pamphlet has been issued by 
the American Steel and Wire Co., which sets forth the virtues of 
the“ Crown ” rail bond; this, as is well known, has large terminals 
which are expanded into place by means of pins driven from the 
same side of the rail as the bond, no special appliances being re- 
quired beyond a heavy hammer. The bonds are made both solid 
and flexible, and can be put either inside or outside the fishplates, 
or beneath the base of the rail. The “ United States " bond is also 


described; this is flexible, and is designed to go into very con- 


fined spaces under fisbplates. These bonds are made of copper 
strip, with welded, not cast, terminals, and are fixed with screw or 
hydraulic compressors, the terminals being solid. Numerous illus- 
trations of bonds in position, &c., are given, with a number of 
practical hints to users of rail bonds. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—Inthecurrent Fortnightly Review . 


appears an article by Signor Marconi upon the “ Practicability of 
Wireless Telegraphy.” This article contains no new information 
upon the subject, being but a re-hash of that which has gone before. 
We notice that the application of wireless telegraphy at, amongst 
other functions, the International Yacht Race in 1899 is alluded to. 
Through some cause, however, no mention is made of the admitted 
failure of the system in the 1901 contest between Shamrock II. and 
Columbia, when, claims to syntony notwithstanding, three boate, 
fitted severally with different sets of apparatus, succeeded only in 
hopelessly confusing each other's messages shoreward. We venture 
to ask Signor Marconi one question :—Last month he anuounced 
that the system with which his own name is associated does not 
now (the italics are our own) necessarily depend upon the coherer 
principle. In our Italian contemporary, L'Elettricista, of May Ist, 
1902, is described a new type of receiving instrument, not a coherer, 
the invention of Lieutenant Castelli, of the Italian Navy, and it 
is stated by our contemporary that this apparatus was employed in 
the late trans-Atlantic signalling from Cornwall to Newfoundland. 
We would ask, is this statement based upon fact, or did Messrs. 
Marconi use a coherer with metallic filings as the receiving instru- 
ment in those experiments, and also in the subsequent experiments 
between Cornwall and an outward-bound Cunard steamer, when 
signals were stated to have been received on the vessel nearly all the 
way across the North Atlantic? <A direct answer upon this point 
from the Signor or his technical adviser will be of interest. 


The Ibero-Americano Societ v, —The celebration of the 
twelfth anniversary of this society took place at the Hotel Metro- 
pole on Saturday evening last. Like all the festivals that have 
hitherto been given under the auspices of the Ibero-Americano, as 
the society is familiarly known to a circle of favoured people in 
London, this banquet and social evening was a repetition of many 
previous successes. The company was numerous (over 200 being 
present) and distinguished. After the reception, the assembled 
guests sat down to a menu which was recherché. A well-conducted 
and efficient bijou orchestra discoursed sweet music during the 
repast, Spanish airs giving an additional charm to the ear. The 
toast of the evening, The Ibero-Americano Society,” was cordially 
received, and responded to by the chairman, Ed. К. P. Moon, Esq., 
M.P. A capital concert was most charmingly rendered during the 
latter part of the evening. The Ibero-Americano Benevolent 
Society does not appear to have been called upon to relieve distress 
to any great extent during the past year, having, according to its 
report, expended only some £237 in relieving some 157 applications, 
and the society has a respectable balance in hand of £1,890. We 
wish all success to the Ibero-Americano, and may its potentiality 
for doing good, and aiding in tbe cause of charity, ever remain to 
fulfil the purposes of its organisation. 


Coronation Energy.—The Corporation electrical engi- 
neer at Blackpool advizes us that energy is to be supplied gratis for 
outside illuminations (providing that по new service connection on 
the underground mains is necessary) to existing consumers. Bare 
cost of special connections to be charged. Municipal buildings are 
to be electrically illuminated. 


Electro-Harmonic Seciety.—The statement of accounts 
presented to the annual general meeting of this society on 
Wednesday last shows total receipts £268 10s. 11d., expenditure 
£206 6s. 6d., leaving a balance of 462 4s. 5d.,a very satisfactory 
condition. During the past (sixteenth) season 64 new members 
have been elected, 32 have resigned; tbe total membership now 
amounts to 858. 


A Good Example to Manufacturers.—The Notting- 
ham University College has received a number of gifts which will 
be of great utility in illustrating the construction of dynamos and 
machinery, in connection with the engineering classes. These gifts 
are from Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co. and the Callender Cable and 
Construction Company. 


Electrical Treatment of Peat.—At Stangfjorden, in 
Norway, & factory for the treatment of turf by electrical methods 
has been erected. The turf is first dried and formed into blocks 


by pressure, the water contents in this way being reduced to 20 


per cent. The dried blocks are then enclosed in retorts, and heated 
to the requisite temperature by internally placed resistance coils. 
A gas useful for heating and illuminating purposes is obtained, 
while a tarry liquid also distils over, which can be worked up for 
paraffin, ammonium sulphate, and methyl alcohol. The turf char- 
coal remaining in the retorts is a useful substitute for either wood 
charcoal or gas-coke. The electrical installation at Stangfjorden 
comprises five 128-н.р. turbines, direct-coupled to five dynamos of 
equivalent size and capacity. The current from these is used for 
heating the retorts, while a separate turbine supplies the requisite 
mechanical power. The 12 retorts are designed to deal with 1,000 


centners of air-dried turf per day, and 400 Kw. are now utilised ia. 


this manufacture.—Commercial Intelligence. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers,—The deputation 
to the President of the Board of Trade, which was fixed for yester- 
day, bas again been necesearily postponed.. Mr. Balfour expressed 
his regret at having to inconvenience the deputation a second time, 
but he had no means of foreseeing the urgent public busincss that 
quite unavoidably led to the postponement. 

Dusuin Locat SEcrion.—The committee reports that it bas 
communicated with the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, with regard to the collection of data as to 
the available water-power at different seasons of the year, and as 
to suitable sites. The total membership has increased to 66. 


Electrocuting Old Horses.— The New. York Electrical 
World prints the following cablegram :—'' No wonder horses are so 
frequently electrocuted in Paris. Three clever swindlers were 
arrested this week in the act of leading a worn-out hack to a spot 
where they had previously unscrewed acap at one of the electric 
‘plugs,’ where the animal was to meet its doom. The practice was 
proved to be an habitual one. Ап old hack is bought for a mere 
song, led to the death trap, and a heavy claim for dameges is served 
upon the tramway company. The chief culpritisa former tramway 
employé." | 


Appointments Vacant.—Demonstrator in electrical 
engineering for the University College, Nottingham ; instrument 
maker (£100) for the Royal Technica! Institute at Saltord, 


. Marriage.—On 3rd inst. Mr. C. E. Hodgkin, of Purley 
Lodge, Reading, late director of the Brush Electrical Engineering 
Company, and now of the Pulsometer Engineering Company, was 
married at Goring-on-Tbames, to Miss Alice Jane Brooke. The 
REVIEW tenders its hearty congratulations and good wishes to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkin. i 


Arc Lamps.—We are informed by Messrs. Drake and 
Gorham that the litigation which has been conducted between the 
Jandus Company and the Davy Construction Company for some 
years past, with reference to the alleged infringement of the Jandus 
Company's master patents, bas been brought to a close. The Davy 
Construction Company are stated to have taken a license from the 
Jandus Company. 


Personal,— Mr. J. B. C. Kershaw, F.I.C., has opened a 
laboratory at The West Lancashire Laboratory," Waterloo, Liver- 
pool, where he intends to make a special feature of fuel and fuel 
gas analysis. In a recent letter to the Engineer (May 2nd) on fuel 
economy Mr. Kershaw showed how the chemist can aid the central 
station engineer in the improvement of boiler etticiency. He con- 
cludes his letter by saying that waste of fuel can be prevented by 
careful attention to the character of the fuel supply and to the com- 
position of the waste gases passing up the chimney. 

Mr. Charles Gerhardi has resigned his position as manager of the 
Direct Spanish Telegraph Co., and the directors have appointed 
Mr. Fred. Thos. Preddle as secretary. 

Mr. W. R. C. Wakley, A. M. I. E. E., on Saturday, May 31st, was 
presented on his resignation with & handsome marble clock and an 
illuminated address, signed by more than 30 of the men who worked 
under him during the nine years he held the appointment of 
chief engineer to Messrs. Maple & Co. 


Mr. David Robertson, B.Sc., lecturer of Electrical Engineering: 


at the Bradfcrd Municipal Technical College, and formerly assistant 
lecturer at the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College, 
has been elected to the vacant chair of electrical engineering in the 
Merchant Venturers' Technical College, Bristol. 

Prof. Arnold Philip has resigned the post of Professor of Elec- 
trical Engineering and Applied Physics in the Merchant Venturers' 
Technical College, which he has held since 1896, on his appoint- 
ment toa position in his Majesty's Dockyards at Portsmouth, 
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The Light Railways PERMET the occasion of 
the twelfth International "Tramways and Light Railways Congress, 
which opens at the Agricultural Hall on Tuesday, July Ist, a large 
number of visits and excursions have been arranged, аз follows :— 

Visit to: The City & South London Electric (Tube) Railway, running north 
and south, and the power station, 

The Central London Electric (Tube) Railway, running east and west, and 
the power station. 

The Waterloo & Baker Street Electric (Tube) Railway, running north and 
south, in course of construction. 

The London United Tramways, electric trolley system, and power station. 

The London County Council Tramways, conduit system, in course of con- 
struction. 

The Islington (London) Municipal Electric Lighting Station. The Con- 
gressists will be received by the Mayor and Aldermen, by whom they are 
invited to luncheon. 

_ Messrs. Crompton's Electric Works, Chelmsford, about 30 miles east of 


London. 

In addition to the above, arrangements are in progress for visits to the 
following and other places :— 

The Bankside Eleotrio Lighting Station, in London; the Westminster 
Electric Station; the Westminster Hydraulic Power Station; Messrs. 
a aga Kleotrio Works, at Erith, on the Thames; Doulton's Pottery 

orks. 

On Saturday, July 5th. — Those members who find it convenient to remain in 
London will be invited to a lengthened excursion to one of the industrial 
oes in England, probably Wolverhampton. Particulars of this will be sent 

ter on. 

On Sunday, July 6th.—Mr. Murphy, chairman of the Dublin Tramways, has 
invited members who may proceed to Ireland to go over his line and inspect his 
power station. 


Belleville Boilers Again.—Shall we never get rid of 
the Belleville boiler? As though to attempt still to cover their 
error, we now find published as a Government paper a letter of 
Messrs. Delaunay, Belleville & Cie, commenting on the Afinerva- 
Hyacinth report. In face of the recent statement in the House that 
even the Messageries Maritimes were discarding this boiler, the 
present letter comes curiously at an opportune moment. It shows 
how hard it isto kill the boiler's friends; of course, the writers 
ofthe letter being the makers of the boiler, have reaped a rich haul 
from this country, and, doubtless, do not wish to lose its custom. 
But it is really too much for a French firm to ask Great Britain to 
go on indefinitely crippling her navy for a French boiler. The 
letter before us practically contradicts all that the Boiler Com- 
mission had to say, aud takes up a few points to endeavour to prove 
how good the boiler is. As we have always contended, a 
boiler may make dry steam, and it may make plenty of it, 
but it may not be a safe boiler, and nothing can justify its 
use. 'The writers of the letter profess to have discovered all about 
the leakages, but they have not a word to say of the hogging of 
tubes of all Belleville boilers, which proves over-heating. Grave 
mischief was done by the Admiralty continuing to fit Belle- 
ville boilers for a whole year after the preliminary report of 
the Committee had condemned them, and this fact is made much 
of inthisletter. It is difficult to get at the whole truth of the Navy 
boiler question. A huge blunder has been made, and those 
. responsible have taken every care to get a very easy let-down. 
There is certainly an. impression abroad that concerning the 
Belleville boiler troubles, the half has not been told to us. We 
think that if the Boiler Commission had only put out the whole 
truth, it would have been better for al] concerned, and might have 
saved such letters as the one before us. 


———À———Á 
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THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Мв. W. Jensen has recently been appointed resident engineer and 
manager to the Chatham and District Light Railways Company, 
having been previously engaged at the Corporation Electricity Works 
at Croydon. Before he left Croydon he was the recipient ofa 
. handsome gold watch chain and engraved medallion from the staff 

and employés, as а token of their high appreciation of his valuable 
services. 


CITY NOTES. 


~ Northern Counties Electricity Supply Company. 


. THE first annual meeting of this company was held on May 27th at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Mr. John D. Milburn, the chairmau of the 
company, presiding. The chairman moved the adoption of the 
report, of which a summary has already been given, this was 
seconded by Admiral Cleveland and carried unanimously. The 
chairman then gave some interesting particulars as to the efforts of 
the company. Не said the Blyth works which were to supply 
Blyth and Cowpen were started ia December ; about 140 consumers 
were already connected, and they had numerous applications for 
power for different industries. The Spennymoor works had been 
connected about а week. They had nearly 250 customers, 
representing about 3,100 8-c.P. lamps, and they were making steady 
progress. With reference to the two places the early success of 
their operations had been largely due to the adoption of the penny- 
in-the-slot meter and free wiring, which enabled small customers 
who did not wish to go to the expense of wiring their own houses 
' фо take advantage of the electric light. The Alnwick station 


was nearly completed, and they hoped that the generating 
station would be open about July. Every effort was being made to 
complete Hebburn and Felling works before the winter. They had 
secured the whole of the public street lighting and were going to 
introduce the free wiring system so that the shipyard workers 
could have the light in their cottages. Under this system by the 
payment of 1d., 53 hours’ lighting could be obtained from each 8-0.р. 

amp installed. Other works were in progress at Shildon and 
Handsworth, and their other areas included Consett, Shotley Bridge, 
Thirsk, Malton, Barnard Castle, Annfield Plain, Leadgate, Stanley, 
&c. The Northumberland Electric Tramways Bill which was being 
promoted by the company had passed the House of. Lords 
unopposed, and they trusted it would pass the Commons without 
serious opposition. Having thus reviewed the field of operations 
in detail, the chairman said the directors were of opinion that, in 
view of the large population contained therein (350,000 to 400,000 
people), the number of works, factories, mines, and the prospects 
for electric traction in certain portions of the area, the company 
should have before it a satisfactory career. 

The retiring directors, Messrs. John D. Milburn, and Arthur 
Scholefield, were re-elected, as were also the auditors, Messrs. 
Strachan & Oo. 

The meeting terminated with a warm tribute to the company's 
engineers, Messrs. С. W. Fairweather, and C. S. Vesey-Brown. 


Mexico Electric Tramways Company. 


THE report for 1901, to be presented at the meeting at Winchester 
House on 11th inst., states that from January 1st, 1901, the system 
has been worked by their company under the terms of the lease 
entered into with the Compania de Ferrocarriles del Distrito 
Federal de Mexico. A net balance is shown to the credit of profit 
and loss account of £16,662. After paying the preference dividend 
there is £4,500 available, which, together with £2,227 brought for- 
ward, makes £6,533 to be carried forward. During the year a 
further 200,000 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 
each hag been issued at par, in order to provide the necessary funds 
for construction purposes, leaving 112,987 shares still unissued, the 
proceeds of which will be devoted to construction and further ex- 
tensions. The company's service now extends over 251 kilometres 
of track. The number of passengers carried during the past 12 
months was 26,709,225, being an increase of 39,165, and the receipts 
amounted to £209,136, an increase of £5,259, which was partly 
made up of increased freight returns. The operations during the 
year did not, from perfectly unavoidable causes, realise the antici- 
pations of the directors. The past year has been one of the worst 
in the commercial history of Mexico. The outlook, however, is 
distinctly encouraging. 


Merthyr Electric Traction and Lighting Company. 


THE directors’ report to be presented at the meeting at Donington 
аса W.C., at 11 o'clock noon, on Thursday, June 12th, reads as 
ollowe :— 


The directors beg to submit their report and statement of accounts for the 
year 1901. The total capital expenditure to December 815%, 1901, amounted to 
486,859 9s. Bd. The gross receipts on the tramways from April 6th (the date 
upon which the lines were opened for trafic) to December 818, 1901, 
amounted to £9,587 8з. 4d., and the gross receipts on account of electrical 
supply from July 22nd, amounted to £2,104 17s. 8d., making with £80 8s. 9d. 
sundry receipts, a grand total of £11 Ti 4s. 8d. After deducting expenses, 
&mounting to £7,129 6s. 9d., and £1, 484 12s. 8d. for debenture and otnper interest, 
there remains & nct profit ot £3,208 5s. 9d. The directors propose that this 
amount should be applied as follows :— 


To pay dividend on the cumulative preference shares to 


December 81st, 1901 £862 10 0 

To be placed to reserve and depreciation tun ack 1,000 0 u 
''o dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate in 4s, per 

share = 54 per cent. per annum. T 1,900 0 0 

To be carried forward to next account es T 145 15 9 

£8,208 5 9 


The number of private electric supply consumers now connected with the 
mains represent a demand equivalent to 4,813 lamps of d- c. p. This department 
of the business continues to make satisfactory кта. Mr. J. S. Raworth, 
Mr. C. 8. Drummond, Mr, Geo. Stevens, and Mr. R. Percy Sellon, have resigned 
their seats on the board. Mr. C. G, Tegetmeier and Mr. G. Ratcliffe Hulme 
have been appointed directors of the company. The directors regret the 
deaths of their colleagues, Mr. D. F. Sugrue and Mr. J. Slater Lewis. Mr. 
Emile Garcke is the director retiring by rotation, and being eligible, offers 
himself for re-election. 


MILES Orex :— 


Route miles oe ae e? oe ee ee 2:98 
Bingle line ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eo 2:22 
Double line . oe oe ee ee ee "78 
Number of passengers carried Pd 5% 1,619,704 
Average receipts per passenger oe - oe as 141d, 
Number of cars in stock p —À е ә ise 16 
Prospectuses, 


Tne Anglo-American Debenture Corporation, Limited, have pur- 
chased £120,000 5 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock of the 
Colombo Electric Tramways and Lighting Company, and have 
offered for sale on their own bebalf £100,000 of that stock at par. 
The Colombo Company has acquired the electric tramways and 
lighting business at Colombo, previously carried on by the United 
Planters’ Compan$ of Ceylon, Limited. The company has been 
formed for the purpose of separating the electrical undertaking 
from the tea-planting business carried on by the old company. I be 
tramways (seven miles of double track) were constructed in 1898 
on the overhead system. The electricity supply business is pro- 
gressing satisfactorily, and is capable of large extension. 


- 
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The British Insulated Wire Company has been offering for sub- 
scription at par £250,000, balance of an issue of £500,000 44 per 
cent. first mortgage debenture stock. The new capital is required 
for the development of the amalgamated businesses of the British 

Insulated Wire Company and the Telegraph Manufacturing Com- 
any. | | 

d Letters of allotment in connection with the Charing Cross and 

Strand Electricity Supply Corporation, Limited, iesue of 40,000 

43 per cent. (City undertaking) preference shares, 1902, of £5 each 

at par have been postet. 


Western Telegraph Company. — Interim dividend, 


payable on June 24th, of 38. per share, or at the rate of 6 per cent. 


er annum, for the quarter ended March 31st, 1902. The transfer 
ooks will be closed from June 17th to 23rd. 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending May 
BOth were £841; corresponding week last year, £846; decrease, £5, Total 
to date, £14,644; oorr nding period last year, £)2,897; inorease, £1,747. 
Miles of, track open, 112 \ 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 81st were £671; corresponding week last year, £1,863; decrease, 
£1,192. Total receipts to date, £6,898; corresponding period last year, 
26,993 ; decrease, £95. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.—The receipts for the week ending 
May 80th pues £461 ; corresponding period last year (Whit week) £6,597; 
eorease,. 921. 


British Electrico Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending May 28rd :— 


| | Comparison No | Aggregt.te. 
„ With corres- Жр еккен сн 
Company. Amount „onding week!! of | 
| го ast гавс: | weeks. Amount. Inc. or Dec, 
-mm | —— —— . -| - 

Dev . [ umet d as | t? | 
onport oe ee — == | Я * = — 
Dudley Stourbridge | 1,177 | 517 | — | 2 | 18,955 | 2,614 | — 
Gateshead! .. e| 89 412 — | 90j | 13,08 | 735 | — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 512 295 | тт) 204 3, 527 4,830 — 
Hartlepool .. — 846 136 — | | 4,255 417 — 
Kidderminster 214 95 | — | 90$ 2.147 228 — 
Merthyr! 216 88 — 20 3,980 = 499 
Middleton? 57/4 | — | — + 2485 | — | — 
Qa c E о ш MEX 
00106] .. oe — i n — 
Potteries 1.718 278 | — | 20 | 28,086 | 1338. — 
Southport `)  ..| 488 3189 — 20 93.800 1.25 — 
South Staffordshire} | 1,006 | 898 | — | 1584 | 94 — 
Swansea ET m 564 139 — | 8,638 892 — 
Taunton* a m 88 | — — | 20] | 1,165 — — 
Tynemouth§ .. .. | 392 155 — 20 4.287 958 — 
Wolverhampton Dist. 301 | 247 — | 2,992 | 1,929 | — 


* Not in operation last year. t Partly steam. 1 Comparison from A pril 6th only. 
$ Compayizon from Maroh 18th only. © Comparison from May 8th only. 


Central London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending May 81st were 

£6,815; oorresponding week last year, £6,368; increase, £447. Total 
receipts to date, £147,483; corresponding pbriod last year, £186,471; in- 
crease, £11,012. Miles open, 6. 


City and South London Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
June ist were £2,952; oorresponding week last year, £1,822; increase, 
£1,130. Total receipts to date (22 weeks), £65,422; oorresponding period last 
year, 243,431; increase, £21,088. Miles open, 61; last year, 43. 


Dover Corporation Tramways. — The receipts for the week ending May 
81st were £246 18s. 104d.; corresponding week last year, £280 9s. 84d. ; de- 
crease, £42 10s. 5d. Total to date, £4,066 12«. 0d. ; co nding period 
last year, £3,950 9s. 641. ; increase, £116 28. 5d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 5,253; 1901, 5,184. Number of cars, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—The receipts for the week ending May 
80th were ^s follows:—D.U.T. Co., £83,861 8e. 6d.; D.B.D. Co. 21,900 9s. 94. ; 
total, £4,770 18s. 8d.; corresponding week last year— D. U. T. Co., 21.108 
183, 4d.; D.. D. Co., £1,011 28. 6d.: total, £5,119 153. 94.; decrease, £314 
17s. 6d.; aggregate to date, £91,963 183. 10d.; last year, £87,8:6 88. Id.; 
increase, £4,147 108. 9d. Mileage worked, 46. 


East Ham Tramways.—The receipts for week ending May 81st were £179 
75. 6d.; total to date, 217,99; 7s. bd. Number of cars, average 18. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway. — The receipts for the week ending Jnre 
Ist were £1,481; „ week last vear. £2,079; decrease, £59". 
(1901 includes Bank Holiday.) 
last year, £84,455 ; decrease, £8,067. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains. 


Sunderland Corporation Tramways.—Week ending June Ist, £1,040; corre- 
sponding period last year, £1,525. Total recepts to date, £9,619; corrc- 
t ponding period last year, 29,767. Miles open, 17:80. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
Now that the long-expected has bappened and Pence is declared, 
Scock Exchange markets are sinking back into something like lassi- 
tude. After those few hours of frantic excitement last Monday, 
when Consols touched 98 and Kaffirs boomed ahead, a natural 
reaction has fallen upon the House, and Derby Day was welcomed 
as affording a fair excuse for leaving business to take care of itself, 
The outside public shows no disposition whatever to rush in and 


otal to date £31,868 ; corresponding period 


buy things generally, so that the heavy profit-taking which succeeded 
tbe proclamation of Peace had but little buying resistance offered to 
its onset. Markets, after their three weeks of eager expectation, 
are mostly quiet, and as one broker put it, all the “fizz” is out of 
them. 


Stiffening rates in the discount market point to the possibility of 
a higher Bank Rate, and the number of calls which fall due this 
month are not calculated to bring ease to Lombard Street. The 
electrical departments supply a good many of the demands for cash 
in calls, and with the prospect of several large power companies 
coming soon, to say nothing of other undertakings, the floating 
amount of loanable capital may easily shrink to comparatively small 
proportions. The little Bromley (Kent) Electric issue does not, 
of course, make any difference to the money market, but it is hailed 
as a possible precursor to a number of other concerns of similar 
type. If all prospectuses were as clean and free from pickings” 
for promoters, the average investor would be much better off. The 
small amount offered for subscription, however, precludes any 
active market from being made in the stock and shares. 


The telegraph list makes rather a better showing this week by 
reason of the subdued strength of both Eastern and American 
descriptions. Eastern Ordinary has risen three points, and Eastern 
Extension 4 per cent. Debenture has recovered its last week's 
decline. Eastern Extension shares do not move, and are still well 
above the comparative price of Eastern Ordinary stock. Besides 
being better held, the fact that Eastern Extensions are shares, while 
the other is stock, may account for some of the divergence in prices. 
The investor as a rule loves shares. At least, he is credited with 
more affection for security in that form than in stock. Anglo- 
American Deferred has lost a fraction, but Commercial Cable bonds, 
upon buying from New York, have put on five points, the quotation 
once more standing at 160. Great Northera Telegraph shares are 
£1 down, but Indo-Europeans do not move. For the latter there 
are only buyers in the market, and the dealers have a string of 
purchasers’ names on their books whom they cannot accommodate 
with shares. West African Telegraph shares are good at 4, having 
lost no time in justifying the suggestion made, when the price was 
2, that they were better worth attention than many of the mining 
ventures in the “Jungle” Market. The rise is, of course, due to 
the reported sale of part of the company’s undertaking to the 
French Government. But the 5 per cent. Debentures do not move, 
aud if any can be secured they would make a good selection for 
averaging the yield obtained from a list of higher-grade securities. 

The Electrical Supply section remains quiet, and there is not 
much business doing in its shares. City of London Preference are 


. down 3, and Edmundson’s Debentures have gained a point; these are 


theonly two fluctuations worthy of mention. Charing Cross and 
Strand are unaltered upon the appearance of the new “ City Under- 
taking” shares. These last-named have not established themselves 
in the market so far, but appear to be well enough secured. Central 
Electric Supply 4 per cent. Debentures are firm at 106 ex dividend, 
and, indeed, the cry of the dealers is still that there are not enough 
Debenture stocks to go round for the purchasing public. Primitiva 
Gas and Electric Lighting of Buenos Ayres are attracting a little 
attention, and business is being done in the £5 Ordinary shares at 
about 28, while the Preference are 4, and the 4 per cent. First 
Debentures at 93 are just ex the coupon. Argentine shares of all 
classes are coming into favour upon the happy settlement 
of the country’s differences with Chili, and another instance of this 
is to be found in the buying of Buenos Ayres and Belgrano Tram- 
way shares. The Ordinary are nearly 12, and both the Preferen es 
have 5 as their middle figure. : 


London United Tramways Debenture stock is very strong at 


1074, and Westinghouse Debenture commands 4 premium, while 


the Preference shares are 54. North Metropolitan Trams are being 
core at 4%, and Calcutta Trams, ex the right to apply for new 
shares, are 13. Anglo-Argentines are good at 4,4, although the 
Stock Exchange Ofticial List playfully quotes them as 4$ to 4. 


Electrical railway stocks are led by Central London Ordinary 
with a rise of 1, and some of the major prophets are talking hope- 
fully of an increased dividend on the stock. City and South 
London Third Preference is harder at 1223, and business was 
marked in this stock on Tuesday at 1243. Great Northern and City 
Preferred sbares do not budge from 83. 

In the miscellaneous market, British Insulated Wire and Tele- 
graph Manufacturing are both 4 down, and from what we can hear, 
the recent issue of Debenture stock was not brilliantly successful, 
although the security seems sound enough. General Electric Pre- 
ference shares are better, the presence of a buyer serving to disclose 
the shortness of shares for sale, while Brush Ordinary have enjoyed 
a fresh spurt; the buying had all the appearance of inspiration. 
Henley’s are 3 down, but the decline has nothing to do with ths 
dividend which it is expected will be shortly declared, 


= эз * т e: — 
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Closing | Closing ии 
Present ot Dividends for 
Issue, NAME, Shar tbe last threo year. ep e, rrr "Sune tih, 
.. ͤ dd т === Highest, Le. 
82,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 % Debs. "E „ | 100 | ... A .. | 99 —103 99 —103 К 8 
Amason Telegraph Co. в shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 * 10 з 34— 44 [| 3— 44 
119, 7007] Amason Telegraph 5 Y Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. «- | 100 70 — 80 70 — 80 
| Anglo-American ph ... - А Stock} 73/6 44 — 47 41 — 47 
8,097,640 do. 6 % Pref Е e . Stock 6 95 88 — 90 88 — 90 894 | 88 
ur To " я do. Deferred sas see Е MPs 7s. m 74 Sm 7i ies 3 
Ohili 000, 08. 1 to 44,000 eo- TT. mI eee TII 4 d see TT: 
13,333,300$ 9 Oable een eee eee eee eae eee $100 8 ses eee 160 —170 160 —170 eee eee 
1,741,0291 Do. do. Sterling 500 year 4 Y Deb. Stock Red. Stock 94 — 96 954 
16,000 Ouba Telegraph FEN eee eee eee eee eee 10 54 4b - 54 
12991 Do. 10 95 Pref. >... eas ix 985 0 124 — ES dc E 
Direct Spanish Telegraph 9 080 eee eee 206 ees 3 & d 
6,000 Do. до. 10 Oum. Pref. eee coe eee 5 9% 9$ — 10 . 
80,000; Do. do. 4} Deba. eee eee tee 50 99 —102 99 —102 


5 e | 90 si 811 | 94— 20g | 9%— 104 |. 108 
101,900; { Direct West India Cable, 441% Beg. Deb, within 


Nos. 1 to 1,200, Bed. 100 | ... aie .. | 99 — 102 99 —102 - E 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Stock ТА ses des ... Stock 7 95 .. |117 —127 |120 —130 1244 | 120 
1,830,807 Do. 9j Y Pref. ws) we . E a .. |86 — 89 | 86 — 88 As 95 
5600000: Do. 4 „муң. Deb. Stock Red. TID eee Stock 7% cee oe 1 "ML bl 133 
Eastern Bixtension, Australasia, and China Telegraph ... | 10 124— 13 — 123 
820, 000 Do. Р eee Stock TI eee ees 06 —110 107 —112 eae eee 


4 Deb. Stock ese eee eee eee 
800,0007 Hastern and beth African Telegraph, € 95 Mort. Deb. 


Nos. 1 to 3,000, red. 1909 f| 199 99 —102 | 99 —102 

U 9 
200,000 Do. 4 95 Beg. Mt. Debs. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8, 25 99 —102 | 99 —102% 
180,227 Globe Тайкы and Tom [LIO Tm see soo coe 0 8 как 9 8 "т. 9 8H 8g 
180,042 Do. do! : 6% Pre... .. ..| 10|.. | we | .. |124— 133 | 125— 134 | 133] 135 
150,000 | Great Northern we | 10| .. *. | 26 — 28 25 — 27 26 M 


Telegraph, of bs 
75,000 Halifax and Bermuda Oable, 4j lst Mort. god 100 


within Nos. 1 to 1,200, Red. = 7 
17,000 do- Telegraph eee [ITO eee eee eo? 25 10 % 10 % 10 % 37 — 41 37 TM 41 40 
100,0007| London Brasilian Telegraph, 6 95 Debs. ... .. | 100 | ... see .. [100—104 [100 —104 Р 
690 Montevideo Limited, Dri. Nos. 1 to 72,680 eee 1 21 eee cee ic i 1— $ eee 
86,492 Do. do. 5 95 Pref., Nos. 1 to 86,492 1/5 Ке S — 1 i— 1 Se 
983,333 National Telephone, Pref. Stock eee eee eee cee 100 5 5 % 5 % 95 =" 99 95 mem 99 96 964 
200,000 Do Pref. shares . . 2. 33 | 38 | 31— 38 33— 38 3.5, 
1,966,667 Do Def. Stock - 100| .. 60 |64 xd| 53 — 57 63 — 57 56 54 
15,000 Do. 65 Oum. 2nd Pref. .. ..  ..| 106 6 12—14 12 — 14 
Do. 5 % Non-cum. 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 5 5 5 5 5 — 5 — bi 5 
MIRO Do. 4 Deb. Btock Bed. eve _ tee eee 100 E 4 4 2 103 —107 103 — 107 d 1054 
Oriental Telephone an Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 1|6 6 6 H— 18 H— 1x 
100,0007; Pacific and European Tel, € Y Guar. Debes., 1 to 1,000 ... | 100 | ... - o 99 —102 99 —102 
11,839 Reuter’s oes vee vee eee toe eoe eee eee 8 5 % 5 % 7 — 8 7 = 8 ee 
3,303 | Submarine Oablee Trust - eee ө, T soe | Cort... eee 110 —120 110 —120 А ё 
58,000 United River Plate Telephone ees eee see eve 5 7 Ф ee 41— 5 44 — 5 ee 
40,006 Do. do. 5 % Саш. pref. Nos. 1—40,000 5 III TT] III 41— 5 44— 5 . e 
179,947; Do. do. b V Debs. eee eee sos Stock see 00 TI 103 —106 103 —106 
165,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 % Debe... 100 i 99 —102 |99 —102 i 


80,008 | West Coast of America, Nos. 1—90,000 and 63,001—53,008 | | .. | .. | ... i- 1 4 
150,000 Do. do. é Ф Debs., Sew be by Bras. Bub. Tel. 100 [III eee eee 99 — 102 99 —102 


207,980 | Western Telegraph, Léd., Nos. 1—307,930 ... ө» oe 10 7 Y 7 114— 121 111 — 124 125, 
75,0001 Debs. 2nd series, 1906 . 100. [102—105 [102 —105 
848,777: Do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red. coe œ | 100 | ... E ез 99 —102 99 —102 
88,321 West India and Panama h eee cee eee ee 10 i% eee eee $— 1 i i— 2 
84,503 Do. do. do. 6 Oum. 1st Pref. eee 10 eee eee eee 5} = 53 54 = 54 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 Ф Oum. 2nd Pref.... | 10 | iss | эз 31— 44 31— 44 
80,0002 Do. do. do. 5 Y Dobe., Nos. 1 to 1,800 | 100 - Mss .. 1101 —104 [101 —104 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord. ... Li 3 ЕЖ - 1— 4 i— 3 iis ies 
0009 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. е 100 a S i 100 mac 100 c ; " 
, Brompton & Kensington Elec. Lt. Bup., Ord., 101 to 19, 516 8 8¥— 9 9 — 
50000 Do. a = 7 Oum. Pref. A 9 4, 9 * КА 84 — 9} 95 EE 92 93 E 
50,000 Do. do. Oum. Pref. 5 | ... Т 967 51— b 51— 5 ice e" 
250,000 Do. do. do. 495 Deb. Stock Red. | 100 | ... ses .. 1105 —107 |105 —107 106$ 
84,000 |*Ohelsea Blectricity Buppiy, Ord. See T eee wat 5 6 „ 53 41 | 5— 55 5f— 5h Sele e 
1 Do. do. e Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock as .. |110 —113 : 110 —113 111% | 1114 
70,579 | Oity of London оа не pr 40,001—110,579... 10 |4 0 $ 5% 8— 9 8— 9 sas aes 
40,000 Do. 6 @ Cam. ‚ 1 to 40, m Fx ..| 10 | 6 6 Sos 12 — 13 114 — 124 1145 
400, 000 Do. 5 % Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) all paid | ... -— .. |123 —128 |128 —128 126 
200,000 Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid 100 |... э .. 103 —106 |103 —106 T 
40,000 | Oounty of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 á Ф 4% | 74— 83 74— 83 84 
20,000 Do. do, do. 6 Ф Pref, 40,001—60,000 | 10 6 6 РЕА 12 — 18 12 — 13 si 
400,000 Do. 44 % Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs (all paid) Rd. ... sx 5% sss .. |108 —111 |108 —111 1102 
85,500 Edmundson's lec. Oorp., Ord. Shares eee eee eee 5 6 Y 7 Ф eee 61— 64 61— 62 eee 
20,000 Do. do. 6 % Cum. Pref. [II] eee eee 609 eee eee 51 — 6t 54 — € 
120,000! 44 % 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. | 100 107 —110 108 —111 


Do. do. " "T T eas 
21,000 Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric, Oord. . 5 | 19 | 129 |10% |10 —11 10 — 11 10] 
e do. . eee eee 069 eee 
110,000 ar төне Варріу Oorporation, ird Orc. 8| .. sis iss 11— 17 11— 1i 
i d 


49,840 о. . 6% B .. |... „| 4— 44 | 4— 44 j| .. 
350,000] Do. do. do. 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Rd. |Btock| ... | ... | .. | 95 —100 | 95 —100 £63 | 95 
98,769 | Metropolitan Blectric Supply, 101 to 62,500 .. ... 10 5 %/|6 % | 68% | 164— 174 | 165— 174 | 17 | 10i 
220,000; Do. 44% First Mortgage Debenture Bong. [11—115 [111 —115 jut er 
$50,000! Do. 33 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. eee eo Btock TII eos eos 98 —101 98 —101 

8,652 | Notting Hill Electric Lighting. 10 7 7 T |6% 14 — 15 | 14 — 15 „ 
40,000 St. James's and Pall Mall Electric Light, Ord. .. ... | 5 141% 14495 (149% | 144— 154 | 144— 154 | 155 1412 
20,000 Do. do. 7 9 Pref, 20,081 to 40,080 | 5 7 7% | 8&— 91 | 8$— 9 |... |... 
150,0002 Do. do. 34 % Deb. Stock Hed. ... | 100 "Y oes 985 98 —101 98 —101 

12,000 | Smithfield Market Elect. Варр!у, Orc. vai — 5:11. ss T sin 1@— 22 12— 2} Р 

50,0003 Do. do. 4% Deb. ves „ | 100 | ae | coe | vee | 80 — 90 | 80 — 90 

65,000 | South London Blectrieity Supply, Ord. ...  .. | Bd uus a ИСТЕЧЕ ИС Е Ed s 
100,518 | Westminster Electric Bupply, Ord. das $ siis 5 |18 Y |104% 103 | 11 — 19 11 — 12 111 

^ Subject to Founders Shares, | + Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange, 
‚ Unless otherwise:stated all shares are fully paid. ) Dividends paid in deferred share warrants; profits being uscd as capital. 


Divi(iends marked § are for a year, consisting of the latter part of one year and the first part of the next. 
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ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTUBING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
eee ROCK] тыллыы Gone Сой  Basines dome 
Present ; Dividends for otatic Quotation — 
Issue, Нал Way Weh. June áth. . Desa iow 1908, 
a Lowest. 
20, 000 British Aluminiam ч Oum. Pref. eee oe Cry) — 54 ene 
300,000: Do. do. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Bel Vis 86 — 90 de 2 
62,074 British Electric РЕА [TI Pref. eee 194 — 144 14,5 144 
90,000 Do. do, Tie ius 124— 13 192 | 126 
600,060 Do. do. 5 8 Debentare Stock 124 —127 1264 | 126 
70,000 | British Insulated Wire Ord. . vis Du 20 XE 15 * 10 0 % 8— 9 - T 
70,000 Do. ` до. 6 Cum. Pref. eee eee see | 54 — 53 TT TT] 
60,000 f Browett, Lindley & Co. Me D sv: vs 13e. to 15s. -- wee 
50,000 q 63, Cum. Pref. Mi. с cuv 16/6 to 17/0 | 16/6 to 17/0 | E i 
105, 731 Brush Blecl. Enging., Ord., 1 to 105,731 n s 2— 12 эз das 
150,000 Do. do. Non-cum. 6 % Pref vis ses 12— 2} 1g | *.. 
125,0092 Do. do. Perp. Deb. Stock s m 101 —104 101 "e 
125,000! Do. do. P 9nd Deb. Btock өө» 95 —100 95 eee 
30,000 | Oallender’s Oable Construction „Nos. 1—30,000 ... 17 — 18 1743] ... 
40,000 Do. do. b V Oum. Pref. eee 54— 6 6 5$ 
90,0002 Do. do. 4$ 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red — 111 —115 985 
1,969,800 | Central London Railway, Ord. Stock iis ies 103 —106 10631053 
440, 100 Do. do. 4 y 4 Pref. Btock .. eee eee 103 —106 105 102 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. T oes 100 —103 1014 | ... 
855,000 | City and Beuth London Railway... „ - 71 — 74 74 713 
54,000 | Crompton & Oo., Nos. 1 (002020 У 8 2 on : 3 — 34 m wet 
o 
100,0002 Do. 6 2100 Eum 12000 5 Кр 103 —108 %|103 —108 . 
99,261 | Edison & Swan Utd. El. Lgt., “ А” shares, £3 pd. 1 5 , 1— d dis T 
17,139 Do. do. do. “A” Shares, 01—017,139 | Е 2— 3 8 i 
844,028: Do. do. do. 4 % Deb. Stock Red TII eve 75 — 80 TY eee 
100,0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. ete агре *. | 82 — 87 ae T 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 505 ў ld— 12 T iss 
91,390 Do. do. : Cum. Pref., 1 to 81, 390.. 0 - n 2)— 3 ys Pe 
182,500% Do. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock *. | 97 —101 95 SUN 
18, 000 General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Y Cum. Pref. ... 905 one : 103 as Wee 
150, 000 Do. do. 4 Mort. Deb. eee еее eee 98 "== 101 eee вое 
85, "000 Батя (W. E Telegraph осека РН eer 900 eee 20 % 17 = " 17 e 
95,000 eee eve 00 eon 
50,0003 Do. do de 44 Aber Deb. Stock. „ 1111 —115 T» m 
50, ‘000 India-Babber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Vix 21 — 22 21$ | 218 
300,0003 Do. do. ‚до. 4% 1st Deb... - 99 —102 1012 | ... 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. - - 38% 33%, 14% 413— 4H а; 905 
10,000 7 Do. do. Pref., £10 paid 00 өө» 104 — 11 eee eee 
7,500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 1, 500 ... See ioe 154—164 ЧА "n 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 Y Cum. Pref. .. T of | £l] ... 6 .. | 19/0 to 20/0 iis vus 
37,850 | Telegraph Сода е and Maintenance ... Те oe | 18 | 15 174% 20 | 34 — 37 36{ | 35 
150,0004 Do. 4% Deb. Вав. Nos. 1 to 1, 500 Red. 1909 eee 1 eee eee eee 103 —106 TY TT 
25,000 Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25, 000 vee [TII 5 19 12 Y T 10 — 11 eee ewe 
20,000 Do. do. 5 95 Om. Prf. Nos. 1 to 20,000... ivi ‘ js 54— 6 Vis FR 
540,0007| Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Stock .. . .« 3% 8 * 3 * 92 — 95 1. Ж 


+ Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


1 


t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. 


. LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
ae and Hyde Eileotric 1 10 5 54. WT ATA 
do, cet. (4 108. 


Consolidated 
Natioval Electric 


one Construction and Maintenance, MIA · 
8 Wiring, —]. 


* From Birmiogham Share List. 


From Manchester Share List. 


Bank rate of discount 3 per cent. Pebruary 6th, 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, June 4th. 


CHEMICALS, &c. 


This week. Last week. Ine. or Deo. 


a Aold, H . oe ee per owt. 6 е 5 = ee 
А Nitric sè „ per ewt. si. xj. ee 
а LI] D eo Фо per ows. е B3J- ee 
a н Bulphurlo .. ee ee eo par ows, 6/6 5/6 ee 
a Ammonia eo per owt. 42). 43J- T 
? eon Taisto (orystal) „per ton 10 ee 
ee per ton 480 280 ec 
а Bleaching powder . рег ton £3 5 T 
А Биа рь» e of баев. ee .. per ton £15 A15 T 
„ per ton £18 £18 ee 
a Dora (90 « ) Y) oe oe per gal. 96 1 by ee 
eo рег gal. 6 ee 
r « Copper 8 Sulphate ee „ per £19 £19 a 
Nitrate ae per ton £394 an ss 
a „ White Bagar T oe per ton £81 £81 ec 
а „ Peroxide T oe oe nl A91 19 an 10 ee 
« арына Bolant t (90% at 180? C). Ре 95 908 i 
a INS ven a ee 
a Po male аі casks.. Par ва. ва. % 
a n ае (76, per ton £34 £34 " 
є „  Bisulphate ee per ton 485 £85 es 
a Bhellac per owt, 110j- 115/- 5s. dec. 
a Bulphate of Magnesia „ per ton 44 44 10 E 
a Bulphur, Sablimed Flowers . per ton £6 6 £6 5 А 
$ " ы ee per ton £5 10 45 10 " 
" Lump .. s ee per ton 45 25 К 
а Soda, Caustic" (white 10%) .. per ton £10 18 A10 18 Vs 
& n Ct 8 a T „ per ton 28 28 ‘ 
а Bichromate, casks .. per ib, ма. 944. va 
METALS. &o. 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton £148 £148 m 
" Wire, in ton lots рег ton ve 
b Sheet, шщ Ada lots ber ton 8191 . £191 m 
P Babbin’ s motal ingot er ton | £40 to £150, £40 to £1t0 А 
e Brass (rolled metal "о 187 basis bet Ib, 13 61d. А 
e abe (brazed) oe ee per Ib. & а, 8 d. a 
0 „ Wie qus TANE Dor lb. id. 7d. ë 
e por ib, 7d. qd. А 
с Copvet мы Erin por 15, bid. 82d, А 
(во 14 drawn) . pe: Id. ud. ud. К 
ger ton £69 £69 - 


я Copper Bars (best selected) . 


(a Messrs. G. Boor & Со. 
b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd, 


Quotations 1 


€ Messrs, hos. Bolton & Sons. 
supplied by | Е Messrs. F. Wiggins & Sons. 
e Messrs, Frederick Smith & Co. 


supplied by { 


f аен yee d CAO 1e. 0 оа 
f g Messrs. James врева е o. А 
Quotations |}, Messrs. Edward ш ы 2 
Messrs. Bolling & 
j Messrs. Walter EH Hindley & Co. 


METALS, &o, (continued) This еек. Last week. Ine. or Dec. 
p Copper Sheet ee оо өө der ton £69 269 
б IL ө oe ee ee per ton 269 200 ө 
€ „% ‘Hilleotrolytic) Bars „ рег £68 £68 " 
9$ v " ects .. per ton £716 816 M 
6 10 per ton ' £68 #68 Ки 
e 88 [1] H.O, Wire per Ib, ва, 8d. ee 
f Ebonite Rod. oe ee oe per Ib. 8/- 8/- ee 
f " Sheet oe oe oe per ib. 8j- Ж ee 
п German Bilver Wire [EJ [EJ per lb. rh М ое 
h Gutta-percha fine.. .. .. per lb. - „ is 
h India-rubber, Para fine .. . per Ib, 8/113 to 8/04 dec, 
í ' Pig (Cl sana — оја 408 .| 
н ev warrants . inc. 
4 , осе Io sat Det ton " From £11 We 
4 „ Вотер, hes . рет ton €7/6 to 50/: | 47/6 to 50] ut 
( m Wire, galvanised Мо, 8 ee per ton 195 49 15 се 
: Lead, English Ingot — .. . per ton 11 18] £11126 | аео, 
Sheet ee Фо per ton £18 218 ee 
Мал Wire No. 88 ee oe per lb. 8/- р 8/- ee 
g Mercury „ per £8 15 48 15 К 
4 Mio (ia original cases), amall ee por Ib. dd. to 94, | Bd. to 9d. е 
s i " large раг lb. во то 92 20 75 22 
* oo ve 
rb cas per Ib. |11 in 1144.0 1/2 as 
" TO bars & per - $0 1/8 - to 1n * 
- п rip per lb, 172 T 
i» per oz £41 84 1 НК 
HE bii mi per 9å. to 1/ 94. to ly- : 
Вы, Magnet, aor есю desp'à per ton| From £15 to 448 TR 
" и tin bare E58 258 Те 
б — oe PI oe өө рее ton 12138 10 пае 10s. дес 
CC Ve 
Anti о eo se 0 H d 1d dec. 
p White mieten Metals - 
„brand » рег ton] £36 to 26) | £95 10-265 e 
T Grey Cotton, on p per ib. 74. 1а. 2 
j ua (10а. Maz. „ Por 10, d. de 
1% 80у le ibs, Buesian e» per ld. apd. y: d. du 
f м 10 Ibe, Russien, single .. per ib, 4да, А E 
l 180 lbs, Jute rove .. ber ton] £10 2 6 #10 2 8 А 
Zino, воч, (Vielle Козме ond.) dar 00] £32 10 £923 10 М 


Quotations 
supplied by 


m Messrs. W. T. Glover & Oo., Lid. 
n Messrs. P. Ormiston & Sons. 
Messrs. Johnson, Matthey & Oo., Lad. 


| Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
р The Phosphor Bronse Company, Lid. 
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METAL MARKET.—Fluctuations in May. 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
Ву A. C. EBoRBALL. 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


(Continued from page 916.) 


Тн section of the paper may be concluded by giving some 
further particulars relative to the large poly phase generators illus- 
trated in figs. 2 and 3; these particulars, used in conjunction with 
the details and dimensions shown on the various drawings, will 
enable the respective designa to be worked out by those interested 
in such matters. 

SCHEDULE II. 


Three-phase Fly-whecl Generator of 4,000 kw. 


(See Fig. 2). 
Outpat (cos ф = 1)... s € S .. 4,000 KW. 
Terminal ssl iss ds | 6,500 volts. 
Current per phase 355 amperes. 
Revolutions per minute die сез jas 75 x 
Frequency... i" a m ТР 50 cycles. 
Number of magnet poles ies 80 
Peripheral speed in feet per minute of | magnet 
wheel У A ; 

Diameter of armature bore . | -— к ms 300 in. 

. © over field poles ... 87 sie ud 2991 ,, 
Air gap length (iron to iron) iss T e. 0375 „ 
Gross width of armature core ... 29125 „ 
Net width of armature core (10 per ‘cent. paper)... ‘215 „. 
Depth of armature core ies és 10 ,, 
Total number of armature slots xs 925 480 
Dimensions of these (open) slots .. (2187 x 0 625) in. 
Number of conductors per slot iss - 2 , 
Nature of armsture connection us .. Star. 
Dimensions of pole cores ads . (29:125 x 4°25) in. 
Dimensions of pole shoes eee m .. (29:125 x 775) in. 
Thickness of laminations... as .. 001 in. 
Number of turns per pole ore - — 30 
Nature of field winding ^ .. Copper strip. 


Dimensions of field conductor 


Gis (1 x 0'16) in. 
Weight of the complete magnet wheel without 


shaft or slip rings 110 tons. 
Weight of the complete generator without shaft 
or bearings ... ш 188 tons. 
Excitation loss at full load (cos me = 1) is .. 20 Kw. 
(cos ф = 0:85) ОДУ 


Efficiency of generator excluding friction and 
ventilation losses :— 


At full load (cos ¢ = 1) 97:2 per cent, 
96 


At half „ А oe wel das " 
At full „ (cos = . ӨР we, 97 " 
At half e. 95 dá 
Fall load preasure drop (cos ф= 1) з; ux cu “зу 


(сов ф = 0:85) ... .. 18 i 
Highest temperature rise of any part after con- 
tinuous running for 24 hours at full load Se 
amperes)... 995 65° F. 


SCHEDULE III. 
Two-phase Fly-wheel Cenerator of 3,500 kw. 
(See Figs. 3, 4 and 5.) 


Output (cos ф = 1) ... iss or I .. 83,500 Kw. 
Terminal pressure - T . 11,000 volte. 
Current per phase s та is 160 amperes. 
Revolutions per minute jet e jns 75 
Frequency  .. s4 Fas ar daa ive 60 cycles. 
Number of magnet poles 96 


Peripheral speed in feet per minute of | magnet 


wheel .. . 9,860 — 
Diameter of armature bore . n ies .. 300 in. 
Diameter over field poles ... i - . . 299°05 „ 
Air gap length (iron to iron)  '... pas . . 0475, 
Gross width of armature core us 990 
Net width of armature core (10 per cent. paper) 21°5 ,, 
Depth of armature core C2: 4 
Total number of armature slots As 576 
Dimensions of these (open) slots Ax 2:19 x 0:69 T 
Number of conductors per slot s з 10 
Nature of armature connection b . . Star. 
Section of oval pole cores ae sad .. 805 sq. in. 


Dimensions of pole shoes 
Number of turns pcr pole core 
Nature of field ding... .. Copper strip. 
Dimensions of field conductor S ..(1 x 0'217) in. 
Weight of the complete magnet w vhcel without 


...(29 1 by 6:55) „ 
ane 33 


shaft or slip rings . 88 tons. 
Weight of the complete generator w without shaft or 

bearings — .. . 178 tons. 
Excitation loss ‘at full load (cos rae = - 1). wh 17 xw. 
Full load pressure drop (cos ¢ = 1) 6 per cent. 


Highest temperature rise of avy part after con- 
tinuous running for 24 hours at full load 4 70°F 
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STaNDARD PoLvPrHASE Moros.“ 


Synchronous Motors— 
The characteristic properties of a well designed poly phase motor 
of this class are :— 
(a) It must be brought up to full speed, suitably excited, and then 
synchronised, before being switched on the circuit. 
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(6) The power factor of the' motor can be made to have a value of 
approximately 100 per cent. at all loads by making slight changes 
in the excitation of the fleld system. | 

(c) By making further changes in the field excitation—that is 
to say, by over-exciting the motor after it has been paralleled— 
it can be made to operate under full load with a heavy leading 
current. | 

(4) At constant frequency the speed is constant; it сап only be 

commercially) varied by changing the frequency.) 

(e) The running of the motor is affected by the cyclic irregularity 
cf tke prime movers in the generating atation. 

(7) The efficiency of the motor is high over a wide range of load, 
and its overload capacity, before falling out of step (under suitable 
conditions of operation) is all that can be desired. 

It follows from (а) that, unless the load of a synchronous 
motor consists of a direct current generator, which can be used 
as a starting motor, an auxiliary starting motor must be 
provided. This can be directly coupled to the shaft of the 
main unit, and be either au asynchronous polyphase motor, or a 
direct current motor. The latter is, on the whole, preferable, 
and can sometimes be conveniently used, for, in any case, direct 
current must be available for the excitation of the synchronous 
machine. It is preferable because the speed of the combination 


can be more readily adjusted for synchronising, but there is not a 


great deal in this. ; 

Formerly such synchronous motors were sometimes arranged to 
be self-starting by throwing them upon the line through auto-trans- 
formers; this implies solid pole shoes, or else suitably arranged 
dampers. Assynchronous motors are invariably of medium or large 
size, such a crude method of starting is highly objectionable, on 
account of the heavy starting current of low power factor taken from 
the mains, which is bound to affect the pressure regulation of the 
system. For this reason, the method in question is hardly ever 
used howadays. 

With regard to (b) and (c), this property of the synchronous 
motor is of the greatest value, for it means that the system from 
which the synchronous motor is operating can be maintained at a 
high power factor throughout; the lagging currents caused by 
asynchronous motors, arc lamps, &c., connected to the system can 
be mostly balanced out by the leading currents taken by a few 
synchronous motors distributed over it. Or, for instance, the pressure 
drop on a long transmission line can be compensated for; it is 
perfectly feasible to arrange matters in such a way that the pressure 
at the receiving end of the line is equal to that at the generating 
end. It will not pay to do this as a rule, unless the load at the 
receiving end of the line is inauctive; in this case a reduction in 
the amount of the line loss is brought about. If the load at the 
receiving end is non-inductive, the compensation for the drop natur- 
ally results in an increased line loss. 

hen synchronous motors аге used as boosters or compensators 
in this way, in addition to being used as motors, they must, of course, 
be built larger than would otherwise be necessary, for they have to 
carry the boosting or compensating current and flux, in addition to 
the load current and the flux actually required for the load; the 
increased dimensions of the motor necessary for this are, however, 
not considerable, and even when very large boosting or compensating 
effects are desired, the increased cost of the synchronous motors, 
when viewed in the light of the good results attained, is small in 
comparison. 

Regarding (d) the constancy of speed of the synchronous motor is 
а very solid advantage in the class of work for which such machines 
are generally used. The speed varies in the same proportion as 


* It has been found necessary to curtail this section of the paper 
very considerably, ав otherwise, owing to the unavoidable length of 
is generator section, the paper as & whole would have been too 
ong. 
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Fic. 16.—Princrpat Dimensions oF Two-PHask SYNCHRONOUS MOTOR. 


‘Nature of field winding... 
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regard to the actual number of revolutions made in a given time, 
but also (е) with regard to the speed variation in the revolution 
itself. Consequently, it is of the first importance that the speed 
regulation (in the revolution) of the prime movers driving the 
generators should be as close as possible; if the cyclic irregularity 
of the power station generators is such that the phase displacement 
of the generators exceeds certain 5 
limits (in accordance with what has already 
been stated), hunting of the synchronous 
motors may be set up. Dampers on the 
field poles of synchronous motors are of 
considerable assistance in this connection 
in fact, if the pole shoes of the motors are 
laminated, and if the motors are of large 
size and operated from slow speed generating 
plant, such dampers are a necessity. 
general, the fly-wheel effect of the rotating 
part of synchronous motors should be as 
small as possible—under these circumstances 
the motor can more readily follow the 
changes in the frequency, and it is more 
under the contro] of the dampers should 
these be used. | 

The properties of synchronous polyphase 
motors are well illustrated by the test 
curves given in fig. 17, which have been 
placed at the disposal of the author, to- 
gether with the constructional data of the 
large two-phase motor in question, by the 
Oerlikon Company, of Zurich. The sketch 
given in fig. 16 gives the leading dimensions 
of this motor, and further data are given in the schedule 
below :— | 


SCHEDULE IV. 
T'wo-phase Revolving Field Synchronous Motor of 900 Б.Н.Р. 


Rating ake in В eae ese 900 в.н.р. 
Terminal press i WS es el e 2,600 volts. 
Full load current per phase (cos ф = 1) ... 135 amperes. 
Revolutions per minute sie 5 276 
Frequency  ... cies 46 cycles. 
Full load input 700 KW. 


Number of field poles us ies s Pt 20 
| .. Copper strip. 

Number of turns per field pole i 40 

Section of field conductor .. . . (1:88 x 0°12) in. 

Total number of armature slots 160 . 

Number and arrangement of the 


conductors per slot. 


| Six ‘conductors each consisting 
of tbree wires in parallel. 


Diameter of these wires, bare "n 0:174 in. 
8 * " covered ... . 02 in. 
Flux per pole at no load jus 5'1 megalines 


Referring to the test curves of this motor, shown in fig. 17,, these 
are as follows :— 

Curve A.A.—No load characteristic curve—it shows the relation 
between the field excitation in amperes and the terminal pressure 
at no load and normal speed. 

Curves B.B. and C.C.—Load characteristic curves for 700 KW., 
showing the above relations when the armature currents are 135 
and 170 amperes respectively, the power factors of these loads being 
‘100'per cent. and 80 per cent. respectively. 

Curve D.D.—Short circuit characteristic curve—it shows the 
relation between the field excitation in amperes and the current 
per phase of the armature when both phases are short circuited. 
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Fic. 17.—Т=вт Curves or Two-PHAsE SYNCHRONOUS MOTOR. 


NoTE.—The four curves above were taken with the machino run- 
ning as a generator. 

Curve E. E.— Efficiency curve expressed us a function of the input 
of the motor. 
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Curve F. F.— Curve of maximum output. This curve shows the 
relation between the excitation in amperes, and the maximum loads 
expressed in kilowatts that the motor will stand before falling out of 
step corresponding to these excitations, expressed in kilowatts; 
the curve, therefore, gives the maximum loads which can be obtained 
from the motor with given excitations. 

For a definite value of exciting current, the 

maximum load of the motor is approximately г 

equal to the terminal pressure multiplied | 

by the value of short circuit current 
corresponding to this excitation. 

Curve G.G.—Power factor curve—it shows 
the relation between the exciting current 
and the power factor ata constant load of 
about 900 в.н.р. on the motor, corresponding 
to an input of 700 Kw. at 2,600 volts. 

Curve H.H.—V curve for a load of abont 
900 B. H. p. (input of 700 Kw. at 2,600 volts) ; 
it shows the variation of the armature cur- 
63 per phase with the excitation at constant 
load. 

Curve K. X. V curve at no load and 2, 600 
volts impressed pressure. 

Curves L. L., M.M., N.N., and P. P.— These 
curves show the relation. between the input 
of the motorand the copper loss, excitation 
logs, total iron losses, and friction and 
ventilation losees respectively. 

The very complete information given with 
regard to this typical motor will ‘enable 
those interested to make a complete study 
of the characteristic properties of this very 
interesting class of polyphase machine. 

The natural field of application of such 
synchronous polyphase motors is clearly 
that in which constant speed, maximum 
power factar, and (perhaps) leading currents 
are of importance, and where starting torque 
and the cost of special starting arrangements 
are of little importance. Thus for large 
sub station work such motors are excellent, 
being, as a rule, very much superior to the 
corresponding sizes of asynchronous motor 
for driving direct current generators, as for 
this work the starting up and synchronising 
can be readily arranged for. Again, in 
connection with large power distribution 
schemes, it is generally far better to use 
synchronous motors for all large work (say 
above 200 н.р.) for which they are adapted, for 
quite apart from the question of power factor, such motors are, on 
the whole, preferable from the mechanical point of view. The 
synchronous motor of large size works with a reasonable clearance 
instead of with the exceedingly small amount absolutely necessary 
with the induction motor, and the large starting box necessary for 
the latter (which must be mounted near the motor itself) together 
with the necessary heavy rotor wiring, slip rings and brush gear, 
are not required. | 

Of course there are many purposes for which large motors are 
required that are quite unsuited to synchronous machines, such as 
pumping and similar work; moreover, for all small and medium 
powers, the induction motor must be used. But for certain classes 
of heavy mill work, for instance, there is no objection whatever to 
the synchronous motor, and a few large motors of this type, used 
on a system supplying many smaller induction motors, will go a 
long way towards improving the power factor of the whole system. 


(To be continued.) 
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AUTOMATIC RELAY TRANSLATION FOR LONG 
SUBMARINE CABLES. 


By В. G. Brown. 
(Paper read in London, May 1st, 1902.) 


THE system of relay working for long submarine telegraph cables 
here described must not be looked upon as being in an experimental 
stage. It is in everyday use on some of the lines of the largest 
cable companies, notably those of the Eastern Telegraph Com- 
pany, their station at Gibraltar haviog been the first to be fitted up 
for automatically translating cable messages between Porthcurnow 
in England and Alexandria in Egypt. | 


The usual method employed on cables at the present time is to | 


receive signals on a strip of paper, written by a siphon recorder, as 
a dotted ink line. The message at an intermediate station is then 
punched by hand on another strip of paper, which is passed 
through an automatic transmitter for retransmission over the next 
line: Or, if the speed of signalling and the conditions of the circuit 
will allow of it, the message is read off the siphon recorder strip by 
the clerk, direct, as it flows from the instrument, and sent on by a 
hand key,signal by signal. The latter system is termed ' human 
translation," the speed being necessarily limited by the possible 
rate of hand transmission, and it is slow, laborious, and permissible 
at only one station. А cable relay is, therefore, valuable in that it 
replaces the clerk in all these operations, receiving and sending on 
the traffic automatically, whatever may be the speed of transmis- 
sion. I believe the provision of a submarine cable relay has been 


one of the problems, to the solution of which the attention of tele- 
graph engineers has been turned for some years. The requirements 
in such an instrument are great sensitivenees, combined with the 
capability of being worked at a high speed by the feeble forces 
available at tbe receiving end of a long cable, and the absolute 


PAT 1.—'DRuM" CABLE RELAY. 


assurance of perfect contact. With the exceedingly feeble current 
obtainable at the end of cables, when operated at their present 
working speed on the siphon recorder, it is useless to bring two 
pieces of metal into butt” contact with the view of closing the 
circuit of a battery, so as to work, say, a Post Office relay, since the 
resistance of such a contact may be normally many thousands of 
ohms, whilst, if the local battery is increased so as to break down 
this resistance, the contact on passing a current coheres or sticks 
together and preventa the cable current from opening the circuit. 


Fia. 1.—(See also Plate 1). 


This disturbing force, although a great drawback in sensitive relays, 
has been effectually made use of for purposes of wireless tele- 
graphy. as 
arley, in his patent No. 3,456 of 1862, proposes to get over the 
difficulty of the relay contact sticking after the passage of the cur- 
rent by revolving the contact pieces, but I have found by actual 
experiment that such a movement actually increases the trouble of 
making contact, so that, on the whole, the remedy is as bad as the 
disease. I have found, however, that with such a form of relay, the 
resistance of the contact could be reduced by the use of & suitable 
short-circniting condenser. 
About the early part of the year 1899 I discovered that good 
electrical contact could be made and maintained by keeping the 
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end of the relay tongue pressed upon the surface of a divided 
plate, and that frictional resistance to side motion of the tongue 
could be reduced and almost eliminated by moving the plate under 
the tongue, or what amonnts to the same thing, by moving the 
tongue over the surface of the plate, the movement in each case 
being maintained in the direction of the length of the tongue. To 
obtain tbe best effect and greatest sensitiveness, the relay tongne 
is arranged in practice to move across the surface of a rotary drum; 
the drum is divided into insulated sections, and the sections joined 
to Post Office or similar relays. This relay is called the “drum 
cable relay." 

In fig. 1, a isa recorder coil suspended in the field of a permanent 
magnet м; / is a light suspended e to carry the relay tongue р; 
the frame is joined to the suspended coil, a, by two silk or quartz 
fibres. The pointer, р, is a fine siphon glass tube carrying throngh 
its bore a phosphor-bronze wire. This wire is soldered to an iridium 
tip, which tip is shellacked to the extreme end of the siphon tube. 
The iridium tip bears lightly upon the surface of the drum р, 
which is kept revolving at about 150 revolutions per minute. The 
drum, р, is made in three parts: the two outer ones, d' d“, constitute 
the dot and “ dash "-marking surfaces, and the middle one, upon 
and in the centre of which the pointer normally rests when no 
signal or current passes, is insulated. When the tongue is deflected 
by the movement of the coil to form, say, a dot, а circuit is made 
through the battery ö, the tongue р, and the Post Office relay R'. 
A movement of the tongue in the opposite direction would close 
the circuit of the Post Office relay в”. 

The relay depends for ite efficiency upon the reduction of fric- 
tional resistance to the lateral movements of the tongue, and it is 
easy to prove that this effect is due to the tangential motion of the 
surface, for if the drum is stopped when signals are being received, 
the tongue also comes at once to rest, since the currente leaving the 
cable are of insufficient etrength to overcome the statical friction 
between tongue and surface. This principle is somewhat ignored, 
I am afraid, in moet treatises on friction; might there not bea 
parallelogram of friction corresponding to that which we use in 
dealing with force and motion ? 

8' S" are condensers of 2 microfarads capacity each, used to short- 
circuit the sliding contact between the tongue, p, and the drum d. 
Without them, good electrical contact can only be maintained when 
the surfaces of the drum and the tongue are very much cleaner 


than they can possibly be kept in practice. Why these condensers . 


do improve the contact, making the contact practically perfect, I 
am not prepared to say. One eminent electrician maintains, that 
this proves the existence of a vibratory contact. We all know why 
a condenser improves a vibratory contact, but I hardly think this 
touches the root of the matter, because I find.that when the surface 
of the drum is exceptionally smooth the value of the condenser is 
usually more pronounced. 

K is the receiving condenser. 'This condenser is placed in the 
circuit to act as a curb to the signals and to block out earth cur- 
rente. 'The current from the cable, c, passes through this condenser 
before flowing round the suspended coil, a, to the earth plate, е. 
The placing of the condenser, E, in the circuit introduces a difficulty 
due to its becoming charged under a succession of signals of the 
same polarity, producing what is termed Variable Zero." This 
variability of zero, which, unless special means are provided for its 
elimination, always occurs in cable signals when receiving con- 
densers are employed, is of little or no importance if the siphon 
recorder is used as the receiving instrument, but is fatal to the 
working of a relay of any form. 

Whilst experimenting with Mr. A. L. Dearlove at Porthcurnow, 
on the Gibraltar—Porthcurnow cable of the Eastern Telegraph 
Company, the variability was got rid of by placing a high resistance 
shunt across the receiving and transmitting condensers, but this 
method was. not found quite practical owing to the fact that earth- 


currents were not entirely excluded by the shunted condensers. 


The consequence was that the earth-current temporarily upset the 
adjustment of the relay, and this mode of working was objected to 
by the company. For thie reason I devised another method, which 
in practice has been found entirely satisfactory. I shall explain it 
here as briefly as possible. | | | 

Variable zero” may be got rid of by means of local cor- 
rection,” that is to say, a current from a local battery and the 
relay, R в”, is sent through a circuit having considerable retardation 
made up of a condenser placed between two high resistances, the 
condenser and resistances being capable of minute adjustment. The 
relays, R R”, produce the same order or combination of signals as 
that charging up the condenser, к. As the current from the cable, 
due to this choking action of the condenser, dies away, so at exactly 
the same rate does the current from the local correction circuit 
increase. The correction current flows through a separate winding 
on the suspended coil, a, in the same direction as the signals, so as 
to compensate for the loss of current from the cable, thus elimi- 
nating “variable zero” disturbances entirely from the working of 
the relay. 

L is a magnetic or inductive shunt of 30 ohms resistance, joined 
across the terminals of the suspended coil, а. The shunt can be 
adjusted to suit cables of from 1 to 10 k. R.; the largest size at 
present used has a very high self-induction. I am not at present 
prepared to say what the value is. It is secured by the usb of many 
thousands of turns of copper wire, and a heavy closed magnetic 
circuit. The mechanical arrangement of this shunt is on the lines 
of the well-known Mordey transformer. 

Rougbly speaking, to get high inductance to deal with the slow 
changes of current from a cable, we must have weight. Our largest 
shunt turns the balance at something like 3cwt. When operated by 
the cable currents from the end of a line, the iron of the shunt must 
be magnetised only in its initial stage, the molecules being magne- 
tically strained well within their elastic limit. In support of this 
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statement, I sball refer you to Prof. Ewing's book on Magnetic 
Induction in Iron and other Metals,” Chap. VI., from which the 
following is more or less a quotation. 


(То be continued.) 
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ON THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
IRREGULARITY FACTOR OF ENGINES. 


By Dr. RUDOLF FRANKE. 


— 


A Paper read before the Verband Deutscher Elektrotechnicker s 
at Dresden. 


Translated from the Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift, October 24th, 1901. 


(Continued from page 898.) 


In fig. 5 I show another simple piece of apparatus, based on the 
idea of the Hefner von Alteneck belt dynamometer. The machine 
A, with the irregular motion to be tested, is connected by a rope s 


with the uniformly rotating mass в. The rope, s, is at the. same 
time carried over the fixed pulleys Bı, Ba, Rs, Bs, and the loose 
pulleys, с, D, connected together by the rod m. As soon, therefore, 
as a difference in speed arises between 4 and B—a gaining on в, 
tor instance—the rope in the span, 4, Bj, o, becomes tight, and that 
in the span, 4, Ry, D, loose to the same extent, and a motion of the 
pulleys, c, р, in the direction, c, р, will consequently take place. 
This motion is recorded by means of a pencil, y, on a drum moving 
below. The motion of the pulleys, c, р, represents half the dif- 
ference in motion between 4 and B. 'This apparatus, which can be 
fairly simply constructed, served me for a considerable time in some 
interesting observations on the working of gas motors; for actual 
measurementa it is not to be recommended, owing to the presence 
of the elastic rope, which naturally is a source of errors that cannot 
be eliminated. к ‚ 

I heard, їп the summer of 1899, through the kindness of Dr. 
Gópel, of a piece of apparatus constructed by that gentleman at the 
Physikalisch-Technischen Reichsanstalt, belonging to the same 
class, which enabled a record of an irregular motion to be taken 
in an unusually simple manner. Ite principle was somewhat as 
follows :— 

A vertical spindle with a horizontal disc attached to it was 
driven by the machine under test with an irregular motion. A 
massive disc was supported on three balls &bove the first disc, and 
was carried round by rolling friction and gradually brought to a 
quite uniform steady speed. The upper surface of the massive disc 
was provided with a sheet of paper, and a pencil, firmly connected 
to the vertical irregularly rotating spindle, could be moved over 
the paper from the outer periphery of the disc to the centre point. 
In this way the pencil recorded the difference between the irre- 
gularly rotating spindle and the uniformly rotating disc in the form 
of a curve, whose axis of abecisse would, in the ordinary course, be 
а radius of the disc. The vertical spindle was driven from the 
engine by a silk thread. | un 

As, however, with this arrangement, simple though it be, slipping 
is not avoided, and as, further, in consequence of the radial motion 
of the pencil the amplitudes of the waves of the curve of motion 
diminish towards the centre, the method cannot be said to be free 
from objection nor to give any great degree of accuracy. 

Tbis arrangement of Dr. Gópel's induced me to construct the 
apparatus shown diagrammatically in fig. 6. A horizontal spindle, 
A, is connected with the machine under test; a heavy cylindrically- 
shaped mass, B, is supported on ball bearings, and is easily movable 
round a. This mass is first brought up to the average speed by 
means of the removable carrier c, and is then left to itself. A 
pencil, р, can be drawn across the drum from left to right, parallel 
to the axis, a, by means of a frame, E, which is rigidly connected to 
the spindle, a, and consequently moves with the same irregular 
motion asthe latter. For this purpose а small train of wheels is put 
into action at the »ight instant, aud a thread, ғ, is thereby wound 
up on the drum, т, and so produces the motion of the pencil. This 
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apparatus is connected to the engine by means of a rigid coupling, 
which is at the same time easily disconnected, and thus elastic 
alterations are as far «s possible avoided. As the markings of the 


pencil occur on а cylindrical surface the amplitudes are practically 
allequal. This ap has served for the most varied observa- 
tions, and has wor without trouble on the whole, though for 
small i ity factors, ite sensitiveness is insufficient. In order 
to increase the latter, it is only necessary to increase the peripheral 

of the drum, and this can be done eitherby increasing the 
diameter of the drum or by inserting a train of wheels between the 
engine and the dram. Both methods have been tried. In the first 
case the dimensions become so large as to make the apparatus un- 
. wieldly, and, in consequence of the large centrifugal forces, 
deformations result which cannot be avoided. In the second case 
one has to consider the irregularity of the teeth of the wheels, not to 
mention play in the wheels which might, however, be obviated 
by the use of a small brake on the spindle, 4. On these accounts 


Fia. 7. 


this form of apparatus was also not investigated further. In order to 
avoid the above-mentioned defects, the arrangement shown in fig. 7 
was hit upon, in which the curve was recorded by means of a ray of 
light. A disc, a, having alite cut round the periphery is connected 
with the irregularly rotating engine. A system of mirrors, B, is 
uniformly rotated in such a way that as soon as the disc has 
moved on two slita a new mirror has taken the place of the first. A 
beam of light is thrown from the source, с, through the diaphragm, 
D, and the slits in fhe disc, a, on to the mirror, в, and from there it 
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is reflected on to the screen, s. If now the disc rotates irregularly 
relatively to the mirror, B, the beam of light will move from left to 
right. And if, at the same time, the screen is moved in the direc- 
tion indicated by the arrow, this motion of the beam of ligbt can be 
photographically recorded in the form of a curve. This method, 
however, also failed to lead to any useful resulte, partly because of 
its want of accuracy and partly because of its inconvenience. 

It does not seem |possible to me, after the above-mentioned 
attempts, to further improve this class of, apparatus. It is quite 


suitable for instructional purposes, but of no value for accurate 
measurements. | 

It now only remains for us to consider methods helonging to 
Class 3, іп whichtheirregularity factoris determined by measurement 
of velocity. Apparatus working by the aid of centrifugal force.— 
e. g., tachographs—cannot be used because of their sluggishness and 
want of sensitiveness; I will therefore entirely exclude these from 
consideration. We can, however, determine velocities with far 
greater accuracy by means of the arrangement shown in fig. 8. А 
continuous-current machine, a, is rigidly coupled to the engine 
under test, and its E.M.F. with constant excitation is then propor- 
tional to the instantaneous velocities. If now the dynamo E.M.F. 
is compensated by acounter E.M.F., в, corresponding to the average 
E.M.F. of the dynamo, a, and therefore also to the average angular 
velocity, the currents passing through the galvanometer, c, will be 
proportional to the differences between the two E.M.Fs. Throws 
are therefore set up in the galvanometer which correspond to the 
variations of the-irregular velocity. | 


(To be continued.) 


THE BRITISHER AT HOME. 


[CoMMUNICATED. | 


Іт seems strange to the writer, who has just returned home 
after some years’ absence abroad, to find his countrymen’ 
under the inflnence of a “scare,” which appears to him quite 
unjustifiable. 

According to the preaching of that portion of our Press, 
whose pessimistic wail strongly suggests the far-reaching 
influence and business acumen of “ the enterprising drummer 
from across the pond," poor old Britannia is, in the very 
near future, to be severely relegated to the background of 
commercial and manufacturing obscurity, whilst our 
American cousins flash the seachlight of civilisation on the 
р of advance and allow the effete Britisher to follow in 

er footsteps and pick up the crumbs they may leave for her 
if there should be any. 

It is difficult to estimate the injury inflicted on the nation 
at large by the propagation of such a pernicious idea 
amongst the loafing as well as what may be termed the 
working classes, whose untrained minds are ever ready to 
accept as gospel any wild statement which implies discredit 
to ourselves or afford them some fancied ground of com- 
plaint against a Government, which, at its worst, is still the 
best in the world, and wonld be accepted as such by the 
staunchest “ pro-Boer’’ or Home Ruler amongst us if it 
were “ boomed " with only one-hundredth part of the per- 
tinacity and patriotic enthusiasm displayed by the Americans 
over their own form of government. | 

The following remarks, based not upon hearsay, but on 


intimate personal experience, will, we hope, assist the small 


manufacturer and the general reader whose experience has 
not been broadened by travel, to more correctly estimate the 
soundness of his country's relative position in the world, 
and encourage him to contemplate the advances of our 
competitors from the logical standpoint of common sense, 
and not from the sensational and artificial point of view so 
persistently urged by the interested partisans of our ener- 
getic American cousins, whose hustling” propensities are 
never so enthusiastically engaged as when getting up a 
scare either here or at home. 

The apparently well accepted statement that all American 
machine shops and factories are filled with automatic high- 
speed machinery of the very latest design, which as soon as 
it can be improved upon it is at once consigned to the scrap 
heap, with electric motors driving cold rolled shafting work- 
ing in self-oiling and self-adjusting roller bearings, with 
elaborate arrangements for tool maintenance and supply, and 
80 on, is only true within certain narrow limits. | 

Large establishments such as the Westinghouse, the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works, the Western Electric, the 
Springfield Small-arms, Singer Sewing Machine, and similar 
establishments, may answer to the above description, but the 
average American factory is not one whit superior to one of 
a similar class at home, save in devices for labour saving, to 
which we refer later on. 

The writer has in mind several shops of prominence and 
good standing, employing from 100) to 500 or more hands in 
the production of a variety ranging from door hinges to 
special machines of tons weight, where all dimensions are 
sent to the pattern shop or the forge simply scrawled with 
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pencil on a scrap of paper, or with chalk on the back of a 
door, or anything else convenient. Some of the most 
beautiful and important results in telephonic enterprise 
rnling the exchanges of nearly the whole world, have been 
worked out by similar crude methods and made on machines 
no better than those to be found in small shops at home 
40 years ago. | 
Brand.new shops like those quoted are designed for 
an output essentially limited to its own specialities, 
and are not fair representatives of general American 
machine shop status. They work under the ægis 
of combination and a high protective tariff, with an 
enormous capital, which allows them to buy up or ruin, 
by process of law, every patent bearing on its product, not 
for its amelioration or development, but to be held in reserve 
for the suppression of competition. Thus fostered, they can 
: fford to supply themselves with magnificent, specially 
desigued automatic machinery for the output of articles, 
whether twist drills or locomotives, within strictly defined 
mite, the high cost of which machines renders it necessary 


that the consumer should be compelled to adapt his wants or 


his system to the capabilities of the machine or material 
which the shop has the sole right to provide him with, rather 
than that the manufacturers should be compelled to alter 
their expensive plant so as to provide the consumer with a 
more suitable product. | 

Until very lately American engineering concerns have had 
only their own country to supply, and found the field large 
enough without seeking an outside market, and if with the 
aid of a high protective tariff the American can tax his own 
people sufficiently to allow him to supply us with the surplus 
of his production at less thau cost price, it is rather a matter 
for our self-congratulation that we are not in a position to 
return him the favonr. 


Our position is very different. We have to supply tbe 


whole of the civilised and most of the savage world, not in 
the wholesale and uniform manner in which the American 
workshops supply themselves, but in detail to suit many 
comparatively small markets, whose requirements are ruled 
by wide variations in climate, geographical position, soil, 
labour, transport and purpose. 

Much stress has been laid on the neatness and lightness of 
American machine design. But it must be remembered that 
designing a machine or piece of constructive work which has 
only to be loaded on a truck on a shop siding and from thence 
taken direct to the point of delivery for use by trained hands, 
is quite a different thing from designing that same machine or 
work when it has to be transhipped perhaps more than once in 
an open roadstead, and then dumped down on a sea beach to 
await transport of the crudest kind to its final destination, 
where skilled labour is rarely to be had and the means of 
repair are of the most primitive. Such machinery or 
material requires & solidity and freedom from complication 
and a sub-division of parte which may give it a somewhat 
crude and clumsy appearance to the uninitiated, but in 
practice it fulfils the aim of its designer, which is that it 
should stand up to its work and show scarce a sign of wear 
under treatment and conditions which would reduce a 
machine of American design to little pieces, 

Passing over our avowed supcriority in marine engines, we 
will touch on the much discussed subject of American versus 
English locomotives. To compare one of our highly 
finished, compact and beautifully proportioned locomotives 
with the gaunt, unfinished and apparently emergency built 
American locomotive, is as fitting as to compare a marine 

hronometer with a Dutch cuckoo clock, and this is the 
verdict of all nations who have tried them both. Our aim 
is to build a locomotive which will do the hardest work that 
can be got out of it for the longest possible time. The 
American argument that their locomotives are only built to 
last until they are superseded by something better, is to assert 
that it is more economical and therefore better engineering 
to build two or three weak and inferior engines in the place 
of one good one. It is owing to this theory, no doubt, that 
their maintenance accounts are so much greater than our 
own, and fully accounts for the serious accidental loss of life 
on American lines which for many years was attributed to 
that mysterious © fatigue of metals" which in this country 
was held to be synonymous with bad material and insufficient 
cross-sectional area, On some of our main lines, and on many 


of our branch lines, engines which were built 35 or even 40 
years ago, аге still doing good work both as to load and speed, 
and to say that these engines should be consigned to the scrap 
heap because of the date on their name plates, is childish. 
If a long life of hard work is the true test of an engine's 
worth, which is incontestible, then it must be admitted that 
our engines are superior to the American in proportion to 
the length of their relative lives. , | 

Again, any fancied superiority which may be claimed for 
American railway travel is not due to want of brain power 
or enterprise on our side, but to the simple fact that con- 
ditions with us do not exact the same facilities or luxury. 
Our national characteristic is not extravagance. Their fast 
special trains on the great lines surpass anything of the kind 
in the world. Nothing that money or brain can achieve has 
been left to do. In а country where the restless activity of 
its people prompts them to undertake a week’s railway 
journey with as little forethought as we would give to one 
of three or four hours, such sumptuous provision of comfort 
is indispensable. With us such travelling is unknown, 
because it is impossible; and there is no reason for us to 
excel therein or to regret that we cannot equal it. On the 
other hand, anyone who has had the painfu] experience of 
travelling on the ordinary short trains or the cross-country 
connecting lines of America, or who has watched the passing 
of the locomotive over the half round ties of an unballasted 
road and seen the spikes whose duty it is to hold the rail 
down, drawn from and return to their holes with its rise 
and fall under each wheel, will be forced to admit that travel 
of the ordinary kind in America possesses elementa of dis- 
comfort and danger which are absolutely unknown on our 
cheapest and worst managed lines, and it is highly indicative 
of American good humour -and philosophy that they cheer- 
fully submit to treatment on the part of the employés, 
avainst which the average Briton at home would most 
vigorously rebel. 

The reason for this state of things is that if they had to wait 
until finances allowed better construction or organisation, 
they would have to travel in the primitive ox cart or mule 
stage. à 
Net long ago we were told that the immeasurable 
superiority and low price of American clocks and 
watches were to sweep our watch factories off the earth. No 
such superiority exists, and Clerkenwell still lives. America 
still calls on us for all her best timing, repeating and high 
class watches. First-class watches can be bought cheaper 
here than there, and of better quality. For marine chrono- 


-meters we are not equalled by them nor any nation, and the 


same may be said of first-class pendulum clocks. A portable, 
reliable eight-day clock is not to be found in America 
unless it be either of European make, or a home-made 
abomination with two springs which require a stronger 
wrist than most women possess to wind up, and is in no 
sense a timekeeper. | 

The raw one-day nickeled drum clock, and. the dollar 
watch are, we allow, marvels of ingenious reduction of 
mechanism and price, but they are not wanted here, and no 
reason exists why we should compete in making them. 
From time immemorial we have had all our towns, churches, 
cathedrals and other public buildings provided with large 
clocks, all striking the hours, and but few not striking the 
quarters and chimes on bells which could be heard for miles, 
Some of the most beautiful of these are in small villages, 
and suffice for all household and out-door timekeeping. 

In America, where villages and towns sprung up like 
mushrooms, and were often abandoned as quickly, there was 
no town clock available, and therefore the cheap watch and 
the house clock of the Sam Slick order was а necessity for 
everyone indoors or out, and the demand was met with true 
American promptitude. It is the peculiarity of conditions 
beyond our control, and not want of brain or enterprise, 
which places us out of the running in the supply of ultra 
cheap clocks and watches, and there is no reason to regret it. 

We can well allow our American cousins the palm for the 
invention or construction of light machines, such as type- 
writers, sewing machines, carpet sweepers, mechanics’ 
hand-tools, and similar articles. Their scarcity of labour 
compelled the invention and use of such long before 
we were aware of their existence, but superiority in 
these articles by no means implies superiority, or 
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even ‘heir equality in other branches. No such perfect 
shops or factories as we possess for the production of heavy 
work such, as armour plates, marine engines, artillery or ship 
building exist in America, nor are they our equals in making 
submarine or underground cables, ot electrical or scientific 
instruments of any kind.. We can, and do, make superior 
dynamos and motors, and if we are lamentably inferior to 
them in their practical application to traction work, again 
the blame must be laid, not to our want of brain, but rather 
to obstacles placed in the path of our progress by the obtuse 
conservatism of our politicians, and the stil more obtuse 
aoquiescence therein of our engineers and manufacturers. 

‘It is no detraction from American greatness to say that 
but а very small percentage of the scientific discoveries, to 
the practical development of which she owes her fame, is 
due to native-born citizens of that magnificent country. It 
rather points to the difference between their national 
methods, which encourage inventors and the undertaking of 
grand schemes of public works whether local, county or State, 
and our own which discourages them, and so sends our best 
men to find a field for their talent abroad. Nothing can 
better demonstrate our high position in the world of applied 
science than the eagerness with which America avails herself, 
without regard to coat, of our best talent to assist in her 


great undertakings, opportunities for which occur almost. 


weekly in that “ country of magnificent distances,” which 
are denied us in our overcrowded and diminutive areas. 

. We have been severely criticised for the absence in our 
shops of those labour-saving devices which are so prominent 
a feature in American, and the consequent greater efficiency 
of American schemes as compared with our own. 

It must not be forgotten that skilled mechanics are more 
highly paid there than here, and the necessity for labour- 
waving devices is consequently greater. And here we are 
bound to admit that the average American mechanic is 
superior to ours in education and broadness of view as to his 
own value and work and the true interest of his employer. 

But our first-class or high-grade mechanic is certainly 
equal to, if not the superior of, his American fellow, and, 
therefore, of the whole world. 

As workshop devices for the saving of labour in 
the handling of material, they may perhaps be more advanced 
than ourselves, for their requirements are more urgent than 
our own. ‘American manual labour has nothing to recom- 
mend it on the score of physical strength, or intelligence. 
It is nomadic, and therefore untrained, i nsible, un- 
manageable and generally of a low order, being recruited 
from almost every nation under the sun. British manual 
labour has been defined as “brute strength and stupidity,” 
but it is at least a class by itself, which is not difficult to 
train, and is willing and fairly manageable, under proper 
treatment, when it develops the feline characteristic of 
becoming attached to its locality, and is therefore permanent. 
Our necessity for expensive appliances for handling weights 
is not so absolute. | 

Finally, there comes the great Atlantic shipping scare, 
groundless and stupid. If the Americans in their great 
wealth are seized with a mania for possessing a mercantile 
marine of their own which they cannot produce themselves, 
they are perfectly justified in buying one. 
builders of the world, it is our business to sell ships for the 
highest prices we can get, and profit thereon will help us to 
build better ones for our own use, and if they are not sold 
as well, we can man and work them better and cheaper 
than any nation on earth, and whilst others are trying to 
find out how to do the same, we can, if we want to, turn 
out more and finer ships than all the other yards in the 
world combined. The American combine may perhaps mean 
higher passage rates, which only affect a few, but it also 
means more work for our people generally, and more pros- 
perity for our mechanics. 

Much has been written about the superior education of 
the American mechanic, in which the writer is bound to say 
there is much truth. But although there is cause for regret, 
there is none for alarm. 

The American had free education for all long before we 
recognised how vital a bearing it had on our welfare. But 
this superiority is rapidly being effuced, for the American 
critics themselves admit that our present educational system 
is superior to theirs, both literally and objectively. 


- loosen. 


We are the ship- . 


A study of the Customs returns of one or both countries 
will convince the alarmist that we still supply America with 
the largest share of goods for her own consumption. Each 
country, however, has a field of its own, and it must be 
expected that in the inevitable changes in the supply and 
demand for labour and material, опе or the other will occa- 
sionally overlap. When they do, each will be able to learn 
something from the other, and, if wise, will benefit thereby. 
To recognise this truth will do more good to our neighbours 
than all the belittlement of a whole army of drummers they 
may send over to preach the gospel according to St. 
Johnathan of our decadence, and more good to ourselves 
than to tamely accept as true the wailings of a lot of calamity 
howlers whose only excuse for existence is that they are fit 
for or can find nothing else more lucrative to do. 

On one point the Americans are most decidedly our 
superiors. Their successes are “boomed” for all they are 
worth by the serious as well as the spread-eagle Press, and 
their failures are, if incapable of being converted into 
successes, just as silently buried. —— 

With us, our greatest successes are taken as a matter of 
course of daily occurrence and pass unnoticed, but when a 
failure does happen we seem to take a melancholy pleasure 
therein, and invite the aid of our competitors to make it 
notorious. This self-denying humility is, perhaps, a result 
of our early training, but, as an American friend of the 
111 95 remarked, It may be good Biblical, but it ain't good 

iz. 

For generations to come there will be work enough to do 
for the rest of the world to keep every shop and eve 
mechanic in England and America fully бошо]. 
Both nations will have such a grip оп it that nothing can 
Let us be convinced of the truth of this, and we 
shall cease to get up a hurricane scare every time we meet a 
little head breeze. | 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRAOTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Oomplied ea proe tor this Journal by W. P, Momo A Oo., Electrical Patent 
м, Holborn, on W. C., and at Liverpool, to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 


11,454. “Improvements in register dials for gas, water, and electricity 
meters.” C.CAnREWw-GiBsON. May 20th. | 


11.460. Improvements in and relating to the electrical propulsion of tram. 
way cars, railway carriages and the like." К. C. Тномвох, (D. Kempt, 
Argentine Republic. May 20th. 


11,487. ‘* Improvements in electric cables.“ G. Harrison, of D. Young and 
Co. (Kabelfabrik Actien-Gesellschaft, Austria.) May 20th. (Complete.) 


11.499. ‘‘ Improvements in and relating to electric low water alarms for 
steem boilers” G. C. Marxs. (G. Fuller, United States.) Мау 90th. 
(Complete.) 

11,500. “Improvements іп multiple switches." G. С. MARES. (The Cutler- 
Hammer Manufacturing Company, United States.) May 20th. (Complete.) 


11,608. ш ыбы process for the preparation of electrodes or recondary 
batteries.” . P. THompson. (Akkumulatoren- and Elektricitits- Werke 
Aktien Gesellschaft vormals W. A. Boese & Co., Germany.) May 90th. 
(Com plete.) ; 

11, 509. Process for the production of electrodes for secondary batteries.” 
W. Р. 1 номрвох. (Akkumulatoren and Elektricitdts-Werke Aktien Gesell- 
schaft vormals W. A. Boese & Co., Germany.) May 20th. (Complete.) 


11,510. ''Improvements in electric incandescent lamps with rare earth 
filaments.” W. A. Своок and E. Mines. Мау 20th. 

11,516. "Improvements in apparatus for electrically operating tools." H. J. 
Happan. (Ј. 8. Andrews and W. M. Simpson, United States.) May 20th. 

11,567. “А new and improved receiver for wireless telegraphy." L. Н. 
WaLTEH. Мау 2ist. 


11,840. “Improvements in elastic cushions or buffers for electric light 
shades and the like." A. Манн. May 22nd. 


11,693. “Improvements in wireless telegraphy.” E. P. TuoxrsoN. May 
nd. 


11,725. ‘Improvements in or relating to metallic conduits and fittings for 
clectiic cables and the like." L. M. WarkRHOUsE and the Simplex STEEL 
CoxnuiT Company, LiiTED, May 23rd. 


11,728. ** An improved electrical witch.” О. Pearson, May 28rd. 


11,765. “А method of measuring temperature at a distance by electrica 
means." C. W. В CiawLEY and A. P. Ткогген. May 28га. 


11,800. An improved elec:rical indicator." A Denny and J. A. ROBERTSON. 
May 24th. 

11,814. “Improvements in means for preventing commutator sparking in 
dynamo-electric machines H. H. Lake. (General Klectiic Company, United 
States.) May d4th. 


11.815. Improvements in electric railway systems.” 


II. II. Lase. ‘General 
Electric Company, United States.) May ш, 
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11,816. "Improvements in or relating to variable speed electromotors.”’ 
H. H. Laks. ‘(General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11817. '"Improvements roang to electric railways.” H. H. LAKE. 
General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,818. ‘‘Improvements in electric switches." Н. Н. LAKE. 
Electric Company, United States.) May 94th. 


11,819. ‘Improvements. relating to the insulation of the conductors or 
windings of electrical a tus." Н. H. Laks. (General Electric Company, 
United States.) May 34th. 


11,820. ‘Improvements in or relating to systems of electrical connections 
for current measuring instruments.“ Н. Н. LAx E. (General Electric Company, 
United States.) May 24th. 


11,891. ‘Improvements in electrical brush-holders."" H.H.Laxx. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,822. “Improvements relating to the control of electro-motor aud other 
сосы о й Н. Н. Laxe., (General Electric Company, United States.) 

ay M | 

11,823. ‘Improvements in and relating to regenerative apparatus for railwa 
and similar purposes,” H. Н. Laxe. (General Eleotrio Company, Uni 
States.) May Mth. 


11,894. "Improvements relating to dynamo-electric machines." H. H. LAKE. 
(General Eleotrio Company, United States.) May S4th. 


11,825. “ Improvements in electrio transformers.” Н. H.Lakx. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 94th. 


11,896. '' Improvements in rheostats.” Н. Н. Lake. 
Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,627. “ vemente in magnetic clutches.” 
Electric Company, United States.) May 94th. 


11,898. “Improvements relating to the regulation of dynamo electric 
H. H. LAKE. (Genera? Electric Company, United States.) May 


(General 


(General Electric 


Н. Н. Laxe. (General 


11,899. "Improvements in starting devices for electro-motors." Н. Н. LAKE. 
(General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,880. “ Improvement in brush-holders for dynamo-electric machines." H.H’ 
Laxg. (General Electric Company, United States.) May Hth. 


11,881. “ Improvements relating to the field magnets of dynamo-electric 
machines.” Н. H. Laxe. (Gene Electric Company, United States.) May 
мш | | 


11,882 “ щроуешопи in oil guards for the commutators of dynamo-electric 


machines.” H. Lake. (General Electric Company, United States.) 
11,883. “Improvements in electric switches.” Н. H. Laxe, (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 
11,884. "Improvements in electric condensers." Н. H. Laxe. (General 


Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,835. ‘‘ Improvements in electric speed regulators." Н. Н. Lake. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) Мау 24th. 


11,886. ‘Improvements in commutator brushes for dynamo-electric 
5 H. Lax R. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 


11,89. Improvements relating to electric railways.“ H. H. Lake. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,898. ‘Improvements relating to controllers for electric motors." Н.Н. 
Laxe. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,889. ‘Improvements in or relating to controlling devices for electric arcs.” 
H. H. Laxe. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,840. Improvements in cleats or holders for electric conductors." H. H. 
Laxe. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 2ith. 


11,841. “Improvements in дорага ое for measuring the potential or strength 
of electric currents," H. Н. Laxe. (General Electric Company, United 
States.) May 24th. 


11,882 “Improvements in electric meters." H. H. Lake. (General Elec- 
tric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,848. “Improvements in fuses for electrical purposes." 
General Electric Company, United States.) Мау 24th. 


11,844. * EO once in or relating to devioes for controlling electric 
motors.“ H.H.Lakk. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,945, “Improvements in electric plug fuses.” H. Н, Lake. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,816. “Improvements relating to railway signal apparatus." H. Н. Lake. 
(General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,847. “Improvements relating to variable speed driving mechanism.” 
Н. H. Lake. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,848. “Improvements relating to variable speed driving mechanism.” 
H. Н. LAKE. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 24th. 


11,849. “Improvements in devices for controlling motors from a distance.” 
H. H. Аки. (General Electric Company, United States. May 24th. 


11,850. “ Improvements relating to volt-ampere meters or direct-current 
tnt MEN Н. Н. LAKE. (General Electric Company, United States.) 
ay è 


11,851. “ Improvements relating to the windings of electrico transformers and 
other high potential windings.” H. H. Lake. (General Electric Company, 
United States.) May 2th. 

11,889. “Improvements in electric devices for igniting mines.“ 
May 24th. (Complete.) 


11,914. “Improvements iu electricity maximum demand indicators." G. С. 
Fricker. May 24th. 


H. H. Lake 


W. Norres. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Bpecifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 832, High Holborn, W.C., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d 
(in stamps). 


6.823. ‘improvements in electric bells." British Electric Works Company and 
В. Brander. Dated March 31м, 1900. Relates to an electric bell in which abent 
iron bracket supports a single coil electro-magnet, the dome, the armature and 
its contact spring. The armatures work in a recess in the base board. The 
cone and bracket serve as conductors. 8 claims. 


6,028. ''improvements in hrush-holders for dynamo-eleotrio machines.” Е. W. 
Mx. Dated March 31st, 190. А holder for carbon brushes consists of a collar 
cay able of being clamped on to the carrying stud, and having secured to it an 
adjustable brush guide or cage, made of drawn metal, and attached to the collar 
by screws passing through holes drilled at equal distamces therein. A coil 


spring carried by adjustable clamping-plates bears upon the head of а screw 
justable in a screw collar, the said collar also serving to bind the terminal of 
the tlexible connection to a metal cap on the brush. 5 claims. 


6,034. “Improvements in automatic fire annunolation and texitogting 
ratus.” Q. Н. Oatway (C. E. May). Dated March 81в%, Relates to an 
arm which is only started by sudden rises of temperature, and which may be 
used in mines and ships as well as in other places. A wire, preferably of 
copper, is stretched between the ends of a more massive frame of the same 
materials. When this system is suddenly heated the wire expands faster than 
the frame, and the consequent sag lowers a weight till it makes contact with а 
terminal, and thus closes the alarm circuit, which also contains one of the 
шен of the indicator, and thereby indicates the locality of the fre. Several 
modifications are desoribed. 4 claims. 


8,008. ''improvemonts relating te the generation of direst electrical carvests 
and to apparatus therefor.” R. Lundell, U.S.A. Dated March 31st, 1900. Relates 
to the production of pulsatory direct or almost constant currente in a dynamo 
electric machine, having a number of armature conductors connected in series 
relation, without the aid of acommutator. The wor parts of the machine 
are во arranged that а given conductor is always out by lines of force which fow 
in the same direction. The armature coil revolves within a ced rts 
magnet excited by & battery or otherwise, and supplies currents to the i 
of & second fleld magnet revolving with it. Within this magnet is arranged 
station armature coil in which the pulsatory or continuous currents) 
generated. Ву interposing a pair of collecting-rings in the circnít of the o 
the machine may be used for rectifying alternating currente. 8 claims. 


8,138. “improvements la and relating te вувоіш motors.” А-г. проме: 
Dated April 2nd, 1900. Relates to a method of synchronising two 
motors, which may be used to drive simultaneously a phonograph and a cine- 
matograph. 8 claims. 


6,160. ‘improvements in oo lag a " Lameon Pneumatic Tube Com- 
gany and R. T. Jenney. Dated April 2nd, 1900. Relates to a pneumatic electric 
espatch system, in which the electric circuit for driving the motor of the 


exhausting fan is automatically closed upon taking a carrier from its stand for 
use. 7 claims. 


6,153. “ ж\е тунды lu and oconnested with ear 
vehioles." P.M. Justios. Dated April 2nd, 1900. Relates to application of 
storage batteries to electrically-propelled vehicles, and comprises means for 
suspending such batteries, loading and unloading the same, and automatically 
making the electrical connections. 11 claims. ` 


6,188, “ акчан in armonred conduits fer clectrie wires.” J. В. 
Boutitiler and W.B. Hunter. Dated April 8rd, 1900. Conduits are formed of metal 
tubes provided with a lining of asbestos. The asbestos is applied in & spiral 
form by first rolling on a slightly smaller mandrel, which is rotated to expand 
the spiral and compact it against the inside of the metal tube. The asbestos 
may be cemented in position.“ 2 claims. we. n OU. natt 


8,218. ‘improvements in maohiues for electrically heating, welding oe working 
metale.” C.L. Сеа. Dated April 8rd, 1900. Metal tine, гон qr heated for 
upsetting or otherwise working by electricity by fixing the metal in two clamps, 
the upper jaws of which are operated by a treadle through levers. The дар 
сап be moved towards ог away from each other, and are both carried on a е, 
which can move in а direction at right angles to the plene on the A 
carbon electrode, carried on a lever, is brought near the metal to be heated in 
order to form an arc therewith, and it can be adjusted to the right or left в 
screw. A coloured glass screen on the 1еуег is moved with the electrode, 
through a greater space. 8 claims. 


6,230. “improvements In lamp shades er globes.” W. L. Strachan. Dated 
April 8rd, 1900. The gas, electric, or other light is refracted and diffused by 
spirally wound cylindrical glass rod, which is protected from injury and dirt by 
two preferably plain glass casings. These casings are hermetically sealed at 
their edges by plaster or cement. 8 claims. 


6,237. “improved electrical gas igniting apparatue." J. Schwarzenbach. 
Dated April 8rd, 1900. In this ere ert induction sparking apparatus, the 
electro-magnets form part of the primary circuit, and the ignition apparatus is 
arranged in the secondary circuit, a contact in the latter circaft being auto- 


e closed by the move rent of the armature of the eleotro-magnets. 
Claims, 


6,244. ‘‘improvements in plates for secondary elestrio batteries.” L. Davis. 
Dated April 8га, 1900. Relates to electrodes for secondary batteries and tor 
electrolytical purposes. Each plate is made ap of a number of bars, arranged 
between two horizontal supports. 2 claims. 


6,261. “Improvements in electric switohes and resistances.” С. W. Atkinson. 
Dated April 8rd, 1900. Relates to resistance switches particularly adapted for 
shunt- wound motors, and means are provided for preventing the resistances 


from үзө cut-out too rapidly, and also to open the circuit should the current 
exceed a limit or fail. 7 claims. 


8,8208. ‘improvements in elestrio furnaces.” W. Borchers. Dated April 4th, 
1900. A continuous furnace, for making carbide, or other purposes, is provided 
below the heating-region with a jacket to cool the products below their vempera- 
ture of combustion in the air, co that material unacted on may be immediately 
used again. The jacket may serve asa steam generator. 2 claims. 


306. ts im electric ineandescent lampe." R. A. Fessendes. 


8 
- Dated April 4th, 1900. A lamp having an incandescence rod of magnesia, 


kaolin, or the like, conducting only after preliminary heating, and having either 
@ concave radiating heater, or a means for applying to the rod a streak of 
graphite or other conducting material when the lamp about to be used, is 
provided with an automatic electro-magnetic switoh to at first connect wires 
carrying a pressure higher than normal to the heater or the incandescence rod, 
the pressure being lowered as the rod becomes conductive, until eventually it is 
connected directly to the normal supply wires. The rod may otherwise be 
heated previously by a lamp. 11 claims. 


6,312. “improvements iu apparatus fer the production of sede and cbleriae 
the electrolysis of ohtoride of sodium." А. Н. Cohn and E. Geisenberger. Da 
April 4th, 1900. Apparatus for decomposing chlorides of sodium, potassium, 
magnesium, aluminium, or barium, for the purpose of obtaining the correspond- 
ing bydrate or metal and chlorine. 6 claims. 


8,384. ''improvements in apparatus for welding and working metals.” C. 
Cotfia, Dated April 5th, 1900. ‘The article, for instenoe, a ring for uniting the 
frames of bicycles, is supported in a clamp moving on a slide, and operated by 
a lever. It is moved over a tixed rod, forming the hearth or base of an electric 
furnace, and when heated, is transferred to a mandrel or anvil, where it is 
welded by a spring haminer, operated by a cam through a lever, and held out of 
operation by а treadle-operated lever. The furnace is mounted on rails, and 
can be run over а hearth at each ends of the macbine; it can be adjusted 
vertically and transversely also. 10 claums. 


8,388. Improved methode of and apparatus for electrically separatiog the 
relatively volatile liquid components from the t relatively fixed substance 
of composite fluids.” J. F. Cooley. Dated April Sth, 1900. Relates to uiixtures 
ot liquids, and to means for separating the more volatile liquids from the less 


cous lijuids, and to the coucentration or solidification of the latter. 
claims. 
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STANDARDISATION. 


New ideas are always apt to be overdone. So it is with 
the idea of standardisation, which is new to some people. 
Horse nails and tinned tacks and thousands of similar . 
articles are already reduced to standard, and it ig always a 
desirable thing to widen the area of standardisation ; 
it is ridiculous that today there should be во 
many rail sections and such a wide assortment of girder 
sections, At the meetings of the Institute of Naval Engi- 
neers in January last the question of standardisation was 
raised by Sir Walter Peace, who, as the agent of an 
important Colony, often had to order material in this 
country, and no doubt ran across the item of standards, or 
the want of them. fairly often, Ав is well known, a Joint 
Committee of the engineering institutions is now Fitting 
on the question, and a deputation from this Committee waited 
upon Mr. Balfour and Mr. Arnold Forster last week. 

Now there is just à chance that the idea may be carried 
toofar. Thus Mr. Swinburne asked for standard engines 
and dynamos, and told us what we seem to remember as a 
twice-told tale, that the electrical industry is in its infancy. 

We may tell Mr. Swinburne that, if this be во, it ів а 
little early to begin to standardise things so thoroughly as he 
would have them done. We believe little dogs are kept to 
standard by the aid of gin, and to standardise an infant 
implies à gin effect. It would be better to staudardise 
the parents of the infant, and so in engiueering what is 
wanted is a standard quality of steel for boiler plates, a 
standard steel for axles, for tires, for bolts, for structural 
sections, and во on. 

The delay in building locomotives begins with the b iler 
plates, if these must be to a special analysis, for the con- 
struction caunot be commenced until the boiler plates are 
rolled. Specially specified steel for plates or axles or other 
things cannot be bought from manufacturer’s stock. It is in 
the raw materials of manufacture that standardisation is most 
needed. In the constructed articles themselves it is of less 


importance, but when в constructed machine is tied down to 
minuti: of detail, according to specification, then trouble 


begins. Mr. Swinburne is asking too much when he wants 
engines and dynamos fixed to standard. These things are 
not yet perfected, and cannot be fixed. Practice is gradually 
bringing all such things into line, and manufacturers, in 
their own interest, are doubtless trying to narrow their 
products. We are not prepared to say that the high-speed 
engine will or will not endure, but it has obtained a great 
hold, and has done much to show what can be done by high 
rotative speed. At one time it was strongly urged that no 
double-acting engine could run so fast as a single-acting 
engine. To-day, under the spur of competition, the doublc- 
acting engine runs at higher speeds than any other. Are 
we to reject the steam turbine because it is not to standard ? 
Such are not our ideas of standardisation. 
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We see a field of ample area in the directions already 
indicated. The Egyptian locomotive report, which showed 
the disms failure of American standard locomotives, is but 
one of the many arguments against illogical extension of 
the principle. Doubtless the more successful English work 


would have been considerably cheapened if a rational amount 


of standard material had entered into its construction, and 
if English builders of machinery could use their own stan- 
dard designs more freely much expense would be saved, 
There is no attempt made in America even to standardise 
things like engines. Railroad cars and their details are made 
to certain standards, especially in certain parte, so that the 
cars of different makers are interchangeable. This is seen 
to by the Master Car-builders’ Association, and the first 
thing to be done is for makers to meet and agree on stan- 
dard parts : but even then, what about the foreigner? Sup- 
pose that all English makers refused to tender to a non- 
Standard specification ; the order would go to Germany. 
Indeed, when an engineer had made up his mind to send an 
order to Germany, he would know how to find an excuse for 
doing so by demanding parts that were not to standard. 
How is this to be guarded against? There are already in 
our midst foreign engineers who strain every nerve to favour 
foreign firms at any cost. 

This sort of thing cannot well be exploited in foreign 
countries, fór protective tariffs enable the Americans 
or the Germans to refuse to tender unless to standard. 
We do not urge protection, but if any manufacturers’ 
association were to form a combination to fix standards, 
there would be many who would support any policy 
that enabled such standards to be enforced by a tariff 
on foreign goods that were not to standard. Only 
by some such means could standards be enforced, for it 
would defeat all the benefite if some opinionated pedant 
could break through the standard by passing orders abroad. 

Some of the matters found in specifications are more 


suited to the pages of a comic paper than to the dry and solid. 


pages of the REVIEW, ав one of our contemporaries would 
perhaps phrase it ; were instances specified, they would be 
recognised, but some of the items that have been brought 
to our notice are really, in a sense, unfit for publication. 

Ignorance in commercial matters is, no doubt, often a 
reason for foolish specifications, Ignorance of the details of 
construction and of working of apparatus is another reason. 
What would be thought: to-day of а specification for 
incandescence lamps with bases not to standard? Yet older 
and long-standardised articles are still asked for to special 
patterns that have no reason for the asking. But there are 
limits to the fixing of things that are perfectly recognised 
hy men of intelligence or reasonable modesty. Where 
engineers go outside these reasonable limits, they usually suffer 
from a great opinion of themselves, and like to write them- 
selves large on all they bave to do with, like the scribbling 
tourist. 


PATENTS. 


ЇЕ we assume that the number of patents taken out in con- 
nection With au industry is a measure of its activity, some 
useful information on this question will be found in the 
recently issued report of the Comptroller-General of Patents. 


The numbers of patents sealed in each of the 146 classes into 
which inventions are divided by the Patent Office is given 
in tabular form for each year from 1885 to 1900. Com- 
paring the numbers of patents in 1900 with those in 1899, 
we find that in the class dynamo-electric generators and 
motors there was an increase of 7 per cent. ; in electricity, 
conducting, &c., an increase of 17 per cent. ; in electricity, 
measuring, an increase of 10 per cent. ; in electricity, regu- 
lating, an increase of 5 percent. ; in electric lamps, &c., an 
increase of 5 per cent.; in electric telegraphs, &c., an 
increase of 1 per cent. ; in electrolysis, an increase of 11 per 
cent.; in galvanic batteries there is a decrease of 8 per cent. 
It is evident from these figures that all the principal 
branches of the electrical industries, except galvanic batteries, 
аге in a progressive condition. Electric traction does not 
form a separate class, so that an exact statement of the pro- 
gress of invention in this department cannot be arrived at 
from the table, but the Comptroller states in his report that 
the attention of inventors has been specially directed to 
this subject both in 1900 and 1901, the protection 
of the public from accidents due to broken wires being a 
favourite subject. The rise of the motor car indastry has 
led to a great increase of patente in connection with this 
industry, while the enthusiasts who, three or four years ago, 
overwhelmed the Patent Office with cycle inventions have 
evidently subsided—the patents in this class in 1900 are 
only 36 per cent. of the number sealed in 1897. 

The figures given in the report with regard to opposi- 
tions to the granting of patents are оѓ. special interest in 
connection with the proposal which is now before Parliament 
for an official examination as to novelty. Between 1894 and 
1901 about 1 in every 200 applications was opposed before 
sealing. This opposition can only be made by a party 
interested in an earlier patent for the same invention, or by 
a party from whom the invention has been obtained by fraud. 
The public, who have most interest in the suppression of 
bogus patents, bave no locus standi in the Comptroller's 
Court. Sir Edward Fry's Committee found that more than 
40 per cent. of the patents granted were wanting in 
novelty, and at present the sole available process of prevent- 
ing the sealing of a bogus patent results only in the 
suppression of less than 4 per cent. Evidently, it should 
be open to any member of the publie to oppose the sealing 
of a patent, or else the Patent Office itself sLould protect 
the public from being blackmailed by the bogus patentee. 
The surplus of receipts above payments in 1901 was over 
£107,000, asum which should either be spent for the benefit 
of inventors, or remitted from the fees. There is no 
justification for a special tax on invention. 


ELECTRONS. 


Ir the nineteenth century may be called the century of 
atoms, it looks as if the twentieth century is to be the 
century of electrons. A luminous article on the new elec- 


tronic theory of electricity by Prof. Fleming will be found 


in the Popular Science Monthly for last month. The facts 


‘about electrons and their relations to atoms, as far as they 
have been ascertiiued, are clearly explained and are fairly 


intelligible, but the theories which have been advanced to 


í 
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explain the peculiar behaviour of electrons leave us in a 
hopeless haze. Helmholtz made us familiar with the idea 
of the electron, or as he called it, the atom of electricity, and 
showed that it was a necessary assumption to explain the 


phenomena of electrolysis and conduction, but the messure- - 


ments of the mass and the electric charge of the radiant 
particles of the cathode rays by J. J. Thomson were the 
first great incentive to the concentration of research on this 
interesting subject. Chemical affinity is now explained by 
the electronic theory, the electrons being according to this 
theory the chemical bonds which tie together the atoms 
into the compound molecule. The electrification of bodies 
by friction is merely the rubbing-off of the superficial layer 
of electrons. Conduction is a flow of electrons through the 
atomic interspaces of the conductor, the atoms of which 
have a loose attachment to the electron. 
is a displacement of the electron from ite position of stable 
equilibrium on the atoms of the insulator, the atoms of 
which have a very strong attachment to the electron. 
Electrolysis, voltaic action, thermo-electricity have all 
roceived more complete explanations by means of the elee- 
tronic theory than they received in terms of the older theories, 
and new phenomena have already been discovered 
under the guidance of the new theory. The mysterious 
Becquerel rays are now generally looked upon ав a volcanic 
eruption of electrons freed by some unknown force from the 
weak grasp of the atoms of radio-active substances. Elster 


and Geitel have actually made the surface of an aluminium 


wire radio-active by charging it for several hours to a 
negative potential by an electric machine. The ultimate 
nature of the electron and its relation to the ether is a much 
more difficult subject, and the key which will unlock this 
secret of nature does not yet appear to have been found. 
Prof. Fleming refers to the views of Dr. Larmor, which ure 
described in his book on “ Ether and Matter." Larmor 
starts with the assumption of an ether which is a frictionless 
fluid, but possesses the property of inertia. Ife regards the 
electron as a strain centre in the ether—that is, a locality 
from which ether strain radiates. Electrons are positive or 
negative according to the direction of the strain, and the 
_theory requires that to every positive electron there should 
be a corresponding negative one. Atoms, according to 
Larmor, are collocations of electrons in stable orbital 
motion, like star clusters or systems. Mr. Jeans has raised 
а serious objection to this view by showing that an infinite 
number of vibrations of the electrons about each state of 
steady motion would be possible, and that consequently the 
spectrum of в gas would be continuous, and nota bright line 
spectrum. In order to get a stable structure, Mr. Jeans has 
to assume that the electrons, whether similar or dissimilar, 
all repel each other at very small distances—an assumption 
which appears to be an outrage on the simplicity of the 
laws of nature. All these theories also fail to account for 
the force of gravitation. Hence we need, as Prof. Fleming 
remarks, a second Newton, who shall formulate for us the 
true law of action of these electrons, which form the founda- 
tion stones of the material universe.“ 


м 


Aberdeen.—The financial year of the Corporation Tram- 
ways just closed shows that the total receipts for the 12 months 
amounted to about £37,000—an increase of nearly £2,225 over the 
returns for the preceding year. | 


Dielectric strain 


THE BORDIGHERA—VENTIMIGLIA 
ELECTRIC TRAMWAY. 


‘THE electric tramway service between the towns of Bordighera 


and Ventimiglia, on the Italian iii was opened to the 


Е ..3.—View oF BRIDGE OVER RAILWAY. 


public on December 30th, 1901. The line is the property 
of the Woodhouse & Baillie Riviera Electricity Company, 
Limited, which company also supplies light and power to 
the two towns named. The concession for the tramway is 


D 


held for a term of 50 years, and was 


of Porto Maurizio, being confirmed by Royal 8 
The concession was originally granted to Messrs. Wood- 
house & Baillie in-the year 1898, but the Менн 


Fig. 4.—90-n.P, STOCKPORT Gas ENGINE AT VENTIMIGLIA GENERATING STATION. 


Railway Company opposed the project, and succeeded in 
eausing a delay of a couple of years in the carrying out of 
the undertaking. The Mediterranean Railway cuts across 
the Provincial Road at a level crossing about half-way 
between Ventimiglia and Bordighera, and the consent of 
the railway company to the crossing of the tramway 
was necessary before the Government could authorise 
the construction of the line. The railway company 
at first refused to consider any proposal from the con- 
cessionaires for crossing either above or below their line, and 
it was not until influential pressure had been brought to bear 
that the company was at last compelled to come to some 
arrangement. 

The plan finally decided upon was to make a bridge over. 
the railway line a little to the west of the level crossing, 
The bridge is constructed of iron girders resting on masonry, 
and the approach from the west is partly 
by means of a viaduct made in “ ciment 
armée," and consisting of seven spans 
having a length of 5 metres each. It is 
interesting to note that this viaduct gave 
most excellent results during the official 
tests. Each span was loaded with 32 tons of 
sacks of earth, and under this load the 
deflection of the central point was in no 
case more than 0:25 mm. When a loaded 
car weighing 12 tons passed up and down, 
no deflection at all could be observed, 

The power for the tramways is supplied 
from the company's power house, situated 
in Ventimiglia, and distant some 700 
metres from the end of the tramline in that 
town. The length of the line, which 
single, is 5,750 metres. There are three 
turn-outs and double lines at the ends. Four 
cars are able to run a 15-minute service. 
The car sheds are situated not far from the 
middle of the line, and in close proximity 
to the bridge over the railway. A battery 
of Tudor accumulators has also been placed 
here, which, working in parallel with the 
dynamo at the power house, takes the peaks 
of the load. The position of the battery 
near the centre of the line helps to equalise 
the pressure, and tends to diminish electrolytic effects. 

The trolley wire is of 9 mm. diameter, and no feeder is 
required. Power for the tramway is supplied by two 
dynamos of Messrs. Alioth's make, each rated at 85 amperes 


d by the Province 


. 5.—Dowson Gas PLANT AT VENTIMIGLIA GENERATING STATION. 
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Tipton.—The Electric басе r nr 
Wolverhampton, has recently completed an imp 
power installation at the Horseley Company's W 
The greater portion of the motors are m ard 
tance from the power house, and a 500-volt sy! 
The generating plant consists of an E.C.O. st 


wound dynamo of 105 н.р. capacity, driven m aS 


ya 


- 


engine. Asregards the various motors installed, these are employed 
in driving line shafting in the several titting shops, — 
pumps, large shears, and large plate planing machines, e. In — 
addition to these, several jib cranes, formerly steam driven, are 
being equipped for electric driving, 
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HARISON AUTOMATIC SIGNALS. 


'Turs system of signalling, which has been installed on the 
Portsmouth Corporation Tramways, has now been at work 


for a considerable time with excellent resulte. The services 


of two signalmen, at the portion of the line shown in 


the illustrations below, have been dispensed with, thereby 


making a eonsiderable saving, and it is proposed to instal the 
system at other points on the line where there are dangerous 
curves, | 
The system is carried out as follows :— 

At each end of a portion of line on which it is not 
possible or desirable for two cars to meet or pass each other, 
a signal is erected; this can be attached to the tramway 
pole or other suitable support. It is provided with the 
usual semaphore arm and spectacles, the light for the latter 
being provided by incandescent lamps enclosed in the drum. 
Ona car approaching the signal, having stopped at a point 
determined, the motorman puts on his controller to start the 
car; if the line is clear the semaphore arm of the signal in 
front of him will be lowered, showing a green light at night, 
and at the same time the signal at the far end is locked in a 
horizontal position, showing a red light at night and 
indicating that the line is not clear. The arms are counter- 
weighted so that they automatically return to the danger 
position, as required by the Board of Trade. 


\ 


Fia. 1.— Ln BLOCKED BY APPROACHING Сак. 


HARISON AUTOMATIC SIGNAL. 


Having lowered the arm (if the line is clear), the car 
passes on its way over the protected portion of track, at the 
end of which, having stopped (if a stop is necessary), the 
motorman again puts on his controller to proceed on his 
way, and by this action unlocks the signal at this end. 

The system is also arranged to be worked as a “ lock-and- 
block ” system, that is, allowing only one car to be on the 
protected portion of the line at one time, whereas on the 
ordinary lock ” system one car is allowed to follow another in 
the same direction. The possibility of two cars reaching oppo- 
site ends of the section of line to be protected at the same 
moment, putting on their controllers at exactly the same 
instant, and locking the two signals in the danger position, 
has been provided against by arranging the mechanism of 
one signal so that the car at this end prevents the other from 
locking the signal. 

Fig. 2 illustrates the car passing on its way, having 
lowered its signal. Fig. 1 illustrates a car waiting, having 
been stopped by the signal, which has been locked at danger 
by the car seen approaching around the corner. The system 
can be arranged to protect any length of line, either double 


or single, with double or single conductors, be they over- 
head double or single trolleys, conduit, third rail, or other 
systems. The installation is easily made, іп faet, in Ports- 
mouth it was carried out without interruption to the 
service. : | 

Not only as a labour-saving device, but also as regards 
reliability of working and saving of time, this should prove 
of value, both on surface tramways and on underground 
railways where trains follow one another in quick succession. 
There are no movable electrical connections to wear, spark, 
or get out of order. The system is the invention of Mr. T. 
Harison Jones, late of Toronto, who has had several years’ 
experience in electrical engineering in America. 


M. HOSPITALIER'S ONDOGRAPH. 


THE ondograph is an apparatus which registers direct in ink 
on a strip of paper, with respect to time, the curves repre- 
senting periodically and rapidly changing phenomena (elec- 
tromotive force, current, difference of potential, power, &c.). 
It is based in principle on a combination of M. Joubert's 
method of successive points, of the stroboscopic method, and 
of electrical registering apparatus. 
It is composed of the following :— 
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Fic. 2.—LINE Cupar. 


1. Of a synchronous alternating current motor worked 
direct, or after suitable transformation, by the electrical source 
of whose periodical varia“ чв it is desired to obtain the 


2. Of an arrangement of gearing which imparts to a 
revolving commutator an angular velocity such that, while 
the motor effects a certain number of revolutions, the com- 
mutator effects an equal number (or a multiple) augmented 
or diminished by 1. It is preferable for the commutator to 
turn less quickly than the motor, so that the record of the 
curve may be traced in the same direction as the time co- 
ordinate. This delay or advance, essential to the system, 
avoids the necessity of imparting an actual rotation to the 


motor brushes. | 


8. Of an automatic commutator formed of a cylindrical 
core of insulating material, carrying a brass tube suitably 
divided, against which three brushes bear, "This arrange- 
ment places a condenser successively in connection with (a) 
two points of the circuit in which the periodically variable 
phenomena to be registered occur, (5) & measuring appa- 
ratus, In the first operation the condenser is charged; it 
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discharges itself to the measuring apparatus in the second 
operation. For tracing power curves, the commutator is 
reduced to a simple conducting bar periodically closing the 
circuit of the fine wire bobbin of the registering apparatus 


A, B, D, Brushes; c, Condenser of variable capacity ; ғ, Registering 
apparatus; u, Points for applying the periodie difference of potential to be 
registere 


Еа. 1.—CONNECTIONS OF THE ONDOGRAPH WHEN A CONDENSER 
‚18 USED. 


once each revolution by the intermediary of two brushes. 
Fig. 1 shows the connections of the apparatus in a case 
where a condenser is used. 
7. 4. Of a condenser whose capacity can be varied at will, 
in order to regulate the sensibility of the apparatus. 
5. Of a measuring apparatus suitable to the phenomenon 
to be registered. | mE 
For differences of potential and currente, the registering 


The direct method can also be applied to recording differ- 


ences of potential and currents ; this dispenses with the use of 


the condenser, but the condenser presents certain practical 
advantages for regulation and sensibility. The wattmeter 
also allows of the registering of curves of difference of 
potential, by causing its fixed coils to be traversed by a 
steady current supplied by a battery of accumulators. In 
each case the movable coil of the registering apparatus 
receives a series of impulses whose frequency is equal to that 
of the current to be registered. It possesses inertia and 
damping calculated so that the position of the movable coil 
corresponds at each moment with that which the mean 
current would make it take, corresponding with the 
quantity of electricity which traverses it during one period. 

6. Of a cylindrical or uninterrupted registering apparatus 
driven at a suitable speed by the synchronous motor. The 
registering apparatus may be anything — pen, wheel, 
sensitised paper, smoked paper, &c. The paper can be 
mounted on a revolving cylinder, winding itself off on rollers, 
or passing off longitudinally in the direction of the generatrices 
of a cylinder coaxial with the measuring apparatus, and 
having a radius equal to the distance of the pen from the 
axis. | 
In the model represented in fig. 2, and constructed by the 
Cie. pour la Fabrication des Compteurs, the synchronous 
motor consists of a cross of soft laminated iron moving 
between the arms of a U-shaped electro-magnet, whose yoke 
carries a winding traversed by a part of the alternating 
current to be studied. This motor absorbs from 0'2 to 
0:3 ampere at 110 volts with a very low power factor. 

The motor is attached to the shaft by a device which 
allows it to attain the angular velocity corresponding with 
synchronism. ` | nu 


Fic. 2.—M. HosPrTALIBR'S ONDOGRAPH. 


apparatus has a movable coil placed either horizontally or 
vertically. 

For power, the registering apparatus is an ordinary watt- 
meter; the alternating current traverses the stationary coil, 
while the movable coil of fine wire is placed in the circuit 
periodically closed: by the revolving coupler on the differ- 
ence of potential determining the second factor of the 
power. It is regulated by the introduction of resistances into 
the fine wire circuit. 


It is seen that this is attained by observing the strobo- 
scopic effect of rest, apparent on a disc bearing a suitable 
number of alternate black and white sections, After syn- 
chronising, the crankshaft disengages itself automatically by 
а device similar to that in use on automobiles, 

The motor drives the commutator by a convenient 
system of gearing, so arranged that when the motor 
has made n turns, corresponding to » periods, the commuta- 
tor has made (n — 1) turns only, with a uniform slip. The 
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commutator, mounted on ап ebonite cylinder, presents no 
special features, any more than the three brushes which are 
applied to it. 

The gearing is arranged in such а manner that the retar- 
dation may be 10 b, that is to say, that the alternating 
wave is recorded in an interval of time 1,000 times longer 
than its duration, say, 25 seconds, for example, for an alter- 
nating current of frequency, 40. 

The condenser may be of any type, paraffined paper or 
mica, and its capacity need not be known exactly; it is 
sufficient for it to remain constant during an experiment. 

The registering apparatus is of M. Meylan’s well-known 
magnetic type, but the control of the pen is effected by a 
new and interesting device, which could be appiied to the 
registering apparatus of any other system. With most 
of the registering apparatus used for direct tracing, the 
length of the needle controlling the pen has to be reduced, 
во that the friction of the pen against the paper shall not 
prevent a correct record being made. The use of a short 
needle controlling the pen in the ordinary way, necessitated 
by the weakness of the controlling couple and the friction of 
the pen, has several disadvantages :— 

1. The curvilinear ordinates have a radius of curvature 
relatively small, and the curve registered undergoes, from 
this fact, a distortion often embarrassing. 

2. The curvilinear path described by the pen prevents it 
from bearing exactly on all points of the registering cylinder, 
of which it would describe a generatrix if the radius 
were infinite. Under these conditions a well-adjusted pen 
records by dota in certain parts, bears strongly on the paper 
in other parte, and does not bear at all on the parte corre- 
sponding to the longest ordinates. 

3. The stem bearing the pen should be at the same time 
rigid for the line of direction, and /ferible for the record; it 
is difficult to unite in one instrument these two contradictory 
qualities. 

To reduce these inconveniences in great measure, we 
employ a device which consists in principle in separating 
the directing part from the recording part, and in realising 
with a controlling system of small radjus, a registration of 
which the ordinates have a radius large enough for the 
record to sensibly approach that which а registering ap- 
paratus would give whose pen would describe an arc of 
infinite radius. 

The registering apparatus is composed of two distinct 
parts, the controlling needle and the recording pen. 

The controlling needle is a rigid lever mounted on the 
measuring apparatus, of which the extremity furthest from 
the axis of rotation terminates in a stem which engages the 
lever bearing the pen. 

This stem describes during the registering the path whioh 
the pen of the ordinary registering apparatus would describe 
during the rotation of the cylinder bearing the paper. 

The recording pen consists of a lever of great length, one 
of whose extremities turns on a pivot round a vertical axis 
parallel to that of the registering apparatus, but is removed 
from it to a distance sensibly equal to the difference between 
the lengths of the two levers. Its other extremity terminates 


in a slot in which moves the vertical stem of the controlling 


needle, and carries the recording pen. 

Under these conditions, while the stem describes an arc of 
small radius, the pen describes an arc of large radius ; by 
giving sufficient length to the lever which bears it, this arc 
can, within the limits of the breadth of the cylinder, coincide 
with the tangent at its middle. | 

The line of contact of the pen with the paper is thus very 
little removed from a generatrix, and the record is made 
with perfect equality on all parts of the cylinder. The pen 
and its lever then can be proportioned to satisfy the con- 
ditions of flexibility and of the adjustment of the record, and 
‚ of the record alone, since the direction of the pen is entrusted 
to another organ to which is given all the necessary rigidity 
for exactly fulfilling its duty of directing the pen. The 
directing lever and the recording lever describe arcs of 
different radii, and it follows that the directing lever glides 
easily with a backward and forward movement in the groove 
on the lever bearing the pen. 

The lever carrying the pen is articulated to its position by 
a Cardew joint, which allows the pen to be freely moved 
and to exercise on the paper a constant pressure regulated by its 


own weight, partly balanced by an adjustable counter-weight. 
The vertical axis allows of deviations in the line of directton ; 
the horizontal axis, the slight deviation in height made by 
the moving of the pen on the registering cylinder. 

Thanks to these arrangements, the record of the curve is 
made almost exactly on the generatrix of the registering 
cylinder, and the pen, more independent and more easily 
regulated, no longer fails to make proper records. 

The device can be used with advantage in every case- 
where the lengthening of the apparatus resulting from the 
use of a longer needle does not constitute a serious objection 


to its use. 
(То be concluded.) 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Іовр Worxpsor’s TUBE COMMITTEE. 


Ат the sitting of this Committee on Wednesday last week counsel 
representing the proposed Brompton and Piccadilly Circus and the 
Piccadilly and City Railways agreed to accept a clause providing 
that where two tubes run in close proximity under the same road 
an owner should be entitled to claim against the two companies. 
The claim was then to be sent to an arbitrator, who should decide as 
to which of the companies should pay whatever compensation he 
might award. This clause is in pursnance of the principle already 
laid down by the Committee for the protection of owners. 

Mr. SHiness WILL, K.C., asked for a special clause for the pro- 
tection of the Adelphi and Vaudeville Theatres, giving the owners 
of those theatres power to appoint an engineer to inspect the work 
during the construction of the line. 

The Committee assented to such a clause being inserted. 

Mr. LirrLEB, K.C., next submitted a clause on behalf of the 
Halls of the Middle and Inner Temples, thé Temple Church and the 
Master's House, which contained the following sub-sections :—" The 
company shall pay to the societies compensation for all damage 
and injury of every description which may arise to the societies’ 
special buildings by or from the construction or working of the 
railway.” Mr. Littler said that the promoters objected to that part 
of the clause, but he hoped that the Committee would see their way 
to put that obligation upon them in view of the exceptional nature 
of the Temple buildings. A time clause, he submitted, would not 
meet the justice of the case. 

The CHAIBMAN said the Committee would pass the clause, but 
its operation would be limited to five years, to date from the open- 
ing of the line. 

Mr. LrrTLEB then asked for a special clause on behalf of the 
City Corporation in respect to the proposed station under Cannon 
Street. He said that the Corporation owned the subsoil of Cannon 
Btreet, which they had acquired at very great expense, and the case 
was altogether an exceptional one. 

After hearing the evidence in support of the clause, the Committee 
rejected it, but they passed another clause submitted by. the 
Corporation which had for its object to prevent the contractors of 
the railways from using carts in carrying away the materials which 
would let it fall on to the 5 The clause provided further, 
that in the event of default in this respect the City Commissioner 
of Police should be at liberty to seize the vehicle and horses, and on 
the facts being proved, a Court of Summary Jurisdiction might order 
the cart and horses to be sold and the proceeds of the sale to go to 
the Police Superannuation Fund. 

Mr. SEIn RSS WILL. said that, for the protection of the Albert 
Hall, a clause had been agreed on with the promoters of the 
London Electric Railways Bill, but in view of the national character 
of the building, he asked for a further clause imposing on the com- 
pany liability in perpetuity. | 

Mr. CowaBbD, K.C., said that the tube would be quite 130 ft. 
away from the Aloert Hall, and he asked the Committee to say that 
ample protection was already afforded by the special clause agreed 
upon. 

те CHAIRMAN said that was the view of the Committee, апа 
therefore they could not accede to Mr. Shiress Will’s request for a 
clause imposing unlimited liability on the company. 

An application by Lord К. Cecil for a special clause in the case 
of the Phillimore estate in High Street, Kensington, was refused оп 
the ground that ample protection was afforded by the general 
law. 


This Committee concluded its labours on Thursday of last week 
by considering clauses proposed for insertion in the Brompton and 
Piccadilly Circus, the London United Electric, the Piccadilly and 
City and the North-East London Railway Bills. - ә 

The London County Council sought to obtain a clause for the 
protection of the Shaftesbury Drinking Fountain in Piccadilly 
Circus, and after some discussion it was granted subject to the 
insertion of the following words: “ but the company may construct 
their railway thereunder.” | 

Mr. Cowanp, K.C., next applied on behalf of the County Council 
for a special clause dealing with workmen’s fares, which should 
include the whole of the Brompton and Piccadilly and the Great 
Northern and Strand Railways. He said that the clause was in 
operation on the Central Londou Railway, and if it were not 
inserted there would be three different sets of workmen's fares over 
three different sets of line. 
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Mr. LirrLzB, K.C., asked the Committee not to impose the clause 
upon the companies, and pointed out that similar clause had been 
twice rejected in the case of the Great Northern and Strand Bill. 

The Committee refused to allow the clause, but they consented to 
а clause giving the proprietors of the London Hippodrome power 
to appoint, at their own expense, an engineer to inspect the line 
during tbe course of construction. 

Mr. PEMBEB, K.C., applied on behalf of the London County 
Council for the addition of a clause in the Bill providing that 
under no circumstances should any interference be ordered by any 
arbitrator with the gradients or positions of the main or branch 
sewers of London. 

Mr. Moon, K. C., asked the Committee to leave that question to be 
settled by the arbitrator and not to make any hard and-fast rule. 

Mr. LrrrLEB followed on the same lines, and said that if such a 
provision were made absolute it might result in stopping the con- 
struction of some of the p d lines. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Committee could not see their way to 
allow the clause. A number of other clauses were attempted to be 
obtained by the County Council, but most of them were rejected, 
Lord KwuTsrORD observing that if the Committee had given the 
County Council all the powers they asked for it would have 
шее to making that body the managers of the company’s 
affairs. | 

The Bills were then ordered to be reported to the House for 
third reading. 


і 


Lowpox Unirrep Tramways. 


Tun Select Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Mr. Compten Rickett, on Wednesday last week, resumed the con- 
sideration of this Bill. : 

Mr. FrrZGEBALD, K.O., read a letter from the Thames Conser- 
vancy, approviog of the plans of the promoters for the construction 
of the embankment along the river front at Barnes, involving the 
taking of a certain portion of the foreshore. 


Lord В. Czcrr, K.C., on bebalf of various frontagers, said the Con- | 


servators had no power to authorise the construction of an embank- 
ment without Parliamentary powers. It was decided to postpone 
the matter for further consideration. MT 

Mr. Councillor W. THompson, of the Tramways Committee of 
the Richmond Town Council, gave evidence in support of the 
Bill, and said that special knowledge of the district to be traversed 


by the proposed line, led him to think that the present railway 


fares were too high, and the arrangements were wholly inadequate 
for workmen. | | 

Mr. H. J. Barton, chairman of the Highways Committee of the 
Barnes Council, said his Council supported the tramway from Rich- 
mond, through Barnes to Hammersmith, chiefly for the benefit of 
Mortlake, which had no other communication than the London and 
South-Western Railway. The residents in the district were 
strongly in favour of the proposed line. Other local evidence 
having been heard, | 

The CHarnMAN said а communication had been received from the 
Local Government Board to the effect that the Committee should 
advise themselves as to the application of the money to be paid by 
the Tramway Company under agreements with local authorities. 
The Committee adjourned. 

A large portion of the sitting of the Select Committee on Thurs- 
day last week was devoted to frontagers’ objections with regard to 
the proposal of the promoters to construct an embankment of the 
river at Barnes Terrace. The sitting was adjourned. 

The Acton Urban District Council has withdrawn its. opposition 
to the London United Tramways Bill. 

The whole of the evidence given on Monday at the resumed 
sitting of the Select Committee inquiring into the London United 
‘Tramway Bill was of a local character, dealing principally with the 
proposed tramways in the Wimbledon District. 

Replying to the Cuarnman, Mr. BALFOUR Browne, K.C., said the 
promoters would be willing to lay down a length of about 300 yards 
to connect their proposed No. 13 line with the L.C.C. Tramway at 
Tooting. | 

Mr, TALBOT said he would communicate the fact to the London 
County Council as the suggested line came within the London 
County area. The Committee adjourned. i 


TYNESIDE TRAMWAYS. 


On 6th inst. the Court of Referees considered the application of the 
North-Eastern Railway Company for a locus standi against the 
Tyneside Tramways Bill. The grounds upon which the application 
was based were those of competition and interference with works. 
It was argued that the company were entitled to be heard with 
respect to the protection of their bridges. The Court disallowed 
the application. 


Neo Committee.—Lords Brougham and Vaux, Romney, North, 
Colchester and Manchester, have been appointed a Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords to consider a new grout of Bills 
which includes the Kent Electric Power Bill, the South Wales 
Electrical Power Distribution Bill, the Southport and Lytham 
Tramway Bill and the Salford Corporation Bill. 

Scarborough Tramways.—This Bill has been ordered to be reported 
to the House of Lords for third reading. 

Preston Corporation Tramways.—On Thursday last week this Bill 
was before Lord Morley’s Committee of the House of Lords on 
Unopposed Bills, and was advanced a further stage. 


Gloucestershire Electric Power Bill.—This Bill was before Lord 
Morley’s Committee of the House of Lords on Unopposed Bills on 
Thursday last week, and the necessary proof having been given, was 
ordered to be reported to the House for third reading. 

Dartford Improvement Bill.—This Bill was carried a further stage 
last week when it was before Lord Morley’s Unopposed Committee 
85 the House of Lords, and was ordered to be reported to the 

ouse. i 

Pontypridd Urban District Council Tramways.—The Taff Vale 
Railway Company and a number of frontagers have given notice 
of their intention to oppose the confirmation of the tramway order 
to the Pontypridd Urban District Council, which is amongst the 
others in the Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill (No. 2). 

Heywood Corporation Tramways.—A petition against the con- 
firmation of this order, contained in Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 2) Bill has been deposited by the Lancashire and Yorkshire 


Railway Company. 


. North Metropolitan Tramways.—The Tottenham Urban District 
сооро. and the Middlesex County Council are each opposing this 
Garston and District Tramways and Electric Supply (Transfer).— 
The U.D.C. have deposited a petition asking to be heard against this 
Bill, which transfers the powers of the Tramways and Electric 
Lighting Companies to the Liverpool Corporation. | 
Dumbarton Electric Lighting.—Petitions have been deposited in 
the Private Bill Office of the House of Lords by the North British 
Railway Company, the Dumbarton and Ballock Joint Line Com- 
mittee and the Lanarkshire & Dumbartonshire Railway Company 
against the provisional order granted to Dumbarton in the Electric 
Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill. | 
Tie North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Company, Limited, 
have deposited a petition in the Private Bill Office of the House of 
Lords praying to be heard in opposition to the Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation Bill No.1. The orders granted under the Bill 
are to the local authorities of Edmonton, Tottenham, and Wood 


Green. 


Standing Order Proofs.— The following Bills were before the 
Examiner of Standing Orders in the House of Lords last week and 
were found to have complied with Standing Orders: — Electric 
Light Provisional Orders Bills Nos. 1. 4, 7 and 8; North Metro- 
politan Tramways, Vork Corporation Bill, and Tramways Orders 
Confirmation Bill (No. 1). In the case of the Whitechapel and 
Bow Railway Bill, Standing Orders were found not to have been 
complied with, and the Bill will aecordingly have to go before 
Standing Orders Committee. | 


LEGAL. 


ACTION AGAINST THE SOUTHWARK Вовоссн COUNCIL. 


AT the Bouthwark County Court on Monday, his Honour Ju 

Addison, K.C., and a jury, heard a claim by a married woman, 
named Ruler, against the Southwark Borough Council, for damages 
for personal injuries sustained by her, and caused by &n explosion 
alleged to have been brought about “ owing tothe negligence of the 
defendants in controlling certain electric wires and cables." Mr. 
Drury appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Frank Dodd for the 
defendants. The plaintiff's case was that on the night of April 1st, 
she was at the corner of Long Lane, Borough, when an explosion 
occurred in one of the electric light manholes close by. The iron- 


bound granite top was blown off and over the railings of 


а public lavatory, and she was taken off her feet and 
fell to the ground. She endeavoured to rise but fell again, and 
remembered no more until she found herself home andin bed. A 
doctor was called to her, and he had continued to attend her down 
to the present time. She still felt the results of the shock, which, 
accordiog to her medical attendant, Dr. Burke, consisted of attacks 
of giddiness, fainting fits, confusion of thought—a complaint, his 
Honour remarked, from which many persons suffered without 
receiving electric shocks—sleeplessness, flushes of the head, increas- 
ing dimness of vision, inability to read as well as she used to, 
noises in her ears, trembling, inability to hold things in the right 
hand for any length of time, “pins and needles” in her extremities, 
loss of flesh, a careworn appearance, abnormal reflexes and twitch- 
ing of the lips and tongue, &с. He had seen no improvement ia 
her condition since he had been attending her, and he could 
not predict the result of all the symptoms. АП were the result of 
a severe shock, and there was no sign of bruising. 

Police-Constable RrcHARD Lock, called by the plaintiff, said he was 
on duty near the manhole when all the lights went out ; he heard an 
explosion, felt a shock go through him, saw the cover fly over into 
the lavatory, and a column of smoke and flame come from the hole. 
He immediately looked round to see if anybody had been injured, 
but did not see any sign of it, and then ran and pulled the fire 
alarm. Chief Inspector Bonner and 40 constables were upon the 
scene in a few minutes, but no case of injury was reported as result- 
ing from the explosion. Had the plaintiff fallen as described, he 
would have been bound to have seen her. 

No witnesses were called to speak to taking the plaintiff home, 
and at the conclusion of the evidence on her behalf, Mr. Dodd sub- 
mitted that no case had been made out, as no negligence had been 
shown. 

His Honour said the highway was a very sacred place, and the 
fact that there was an explosion aad the plaintiff swore that she 
was thrown down, placed upon the defendants the onus of proving 
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that they had taken every. precaution that skill and extreme care 
could suggest to prevent such an occurrence, and therefore the case 
must go to the jury. 

Chief Inspector Bonnas, called by the defendants, gave similar 
evidence to that of P.C. Lock. | 

The point as to the cause of the explosion was suggested, but his 
Honour remarked that Mr. Dodd had better not burden the case 
with it,as it was a matter of extreme difficulty which puzzled 
scientific men. But he could not help thinking that such an ex- 
plosion could not occur withont blame being somewhere. 

Mr. Dopp said he agreed with his Honour as to the difficulty of 
persuading people that the accident could not have been prevented. 

His Honour: Those who are given the power to put electric 
cables under опг streets ought to do it in such a way that these 
things won't occur, but if they do occur after everything human 
ekill can do has been done to prevent them, then they are not liable. 
But the great difficulty is to prove that, and it would necessitate a 
long and costly inquiry, which I do not think you would be wise to 
enter upon in this case. 

In the end the case went to the jury on the question as to whether 
the plaintiff had made out her case as to the accident occurring. 
After a hearing which lasted nearly the whole day, the ‘jury found 
for the defendants, and judgment was entered for them with coste. 


т 
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THE INQUIRY INTO THE MANAGEMENT OF 
THE SALFORD ELECTRICITY UNDER- 
TAKING. 


(Concluded from page 950.) 


JUDGE PaBRy continued his inquiry into this matter on Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday last week, and the following is an abstract of 
the proceedings as obtained from the Manehester Couricr report :— 

Mr. F. W. Wheatcroft dissociated himself and Mr. Turner from 
any chargesagainst Aldermen Shaw and Holland. He then continued 
his statement with a view to showing that undue influence had been 
exereised upon some of the Committee and the consulting engineers. 
He oomplained that the engineers first reported that the Corliss 
engines would not run satisfactorily at 100 revolutions a minute, 
and then that they would. When the Commiteee met to consider 
the Question of the engines, he suggested that Sir Richard Mottram 
should leave the room whilst Mr. Clirehugh reported. He alleged 
that Sir Richard declined. In the event the tender of Messrs. 
Mather & Platt was accepted. [Ву His Honour: Galloways had 
nothing to do with the engines.] On the day the tenders for the 
boilers for the Strawberry Road works were to bc opened by the 
Committee he met the chairman, Mr. Howarth, and the latter said 
he had been to Galloways to ask them to tender and he hoped 
witness would use his influence in favour of their tender. At the 
meeting the Committee deferred the acceptance of a tender. He 
did not attend another meeting, and subsequently the tender of 
Messrs. Galloways, Limited, for £15,200, was accepted by the 
Council by 35 votes to 4, though it was not the lowest tender. Asa 
matter of principle, seeing that the consulting engineers had 
scheduled three names—Messrs. Yates & Thom, Messrs. Tinkers, 
one Messrs. Galloways—the contract should have gone to the 

owest. 

Mr. Howarth denied the accuracy of witness's statements. 

His Honour said that the placing of the contract was not a 
matter for him to inquire into; the Council had decided it. 

In reply to Mr. W. Cobbett, who appeared for Messrs. Lacey, 
Clirehugb & Billar, Mr. Wheatcroft said he did not think they 
acted rightly in considering a letter accompanying a tender, and 
allowing an alteration in the price of the superheaters. 

His Honour arked if he was really charging these people— a firm 
of repute—with fraud in the matter. 

Mr. Wheatcroft said he charged them with ill-faith as advisers to 
the Committee. 

Mr. Cobbett: That was that they were helping someone to cheat 
the Corporation? 

Mr. Wheatcroft said they acted with ill-faith to the Committee 
through weakness. - 

His Honour said he had listened to Mr. Wheatcroft fora whole day 
and had every desire to assist him, but he must confess he did not 
follow him. Either Sir Richard Mottram, Mr. Clirehugh, and 
Messrs. Galloway and the chairman (Mr. Howarth) conspired 

"together in altering tenders, or there was nothing in it at all.—Are 
you asking me to find that they did? If it is so, it isa very serious 
charge. First you say yes, and then you say no. 

Mr. Galloway: It amounts to а serious charge of collusion and 
conspiracy. | 

His Honour: Or nothing at all—I bave not got at it yet. Either 
you will take the responsibility of making the charge or you will 
not make it. Now is the time. 

Mr. Wheatcroft replied that he was ina difficult position, with all 
ihe legal talent arrayed against him. 

His Honour: Oh, answer the question, sir; yes or no? 

Mr. Wheatcroft said that the consulting engineers had proved to 
be weak advisers of the Corporation in the matter. 

His Honour: Very well, if you won't put it any further than 
that we will get on. 

_ Mr. Cobbett cross-examined the witness about the document put 
In the previous evening, which, it is allegcd, is a report of the con- 
sulting engineers’, which was suppressed and another substituted. 


Witness said he had the document from Mr. Turner in about 
March, 1901, who told him he had it from Mr. Clirehugh, and that 
it had been altered at someone's request, with a view to elaborating 
the engines. Cross-examined with regard to the Strawberry Road 
works witness maintained that far too much plant had been put 
down. Не was satisfied with Mr. Torner's quantity. Не was not 
aware that Mr. Clirehugh had advised tbat only balf the quantity 
in Mr. Turner's plans should be used. | | 

A report of Меватв. Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar was put in to this 
effect. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Desquesnes, on behalf of Sir Richard 
Mottram, witness said that it was in November, 1898, he first heard 
of undue influence. He repeated his charges as to Sir Richard 
Mottram’s action on the Committee. He was not aware that several 
firms refased to tender because they could not tender to the specifi- 
tions of Mr. Turner. | 

Mr. Desquesnes here handed in a letter from Mr. W. М. Mather 
to the effect that however satisfactory an electrical engineer 
they might have, yet, having regard to the extreme importance of 
the undertaking, Salford was really departing from the practice of 
other Municipal Corporations in not seeking advice from well- 
known authorities on such a very important matter. His firm 
would not tender on the specification, but, ав а large ratepayer in 
the borough, and connected with a firm having special knowledge 
of such matters, he felt that he would like to confer with those who 
had the responsibility in the matter. 

His Honour thought the letter a very proper one. 

Witness did not know that Sir Richard Mottram was called into 
the matter by Messrs. Mather in view of the importance of the 
question, and thus came to give the Council the benefit of his 
cour sel and advice. He did not know that by his advice the chair- 
man, deputy-chairman, and Mr. Turner went to see Mr. Mather. 
Mr. Turner had never told him that. He was not told the story in 
that way by Mr. Howarth, and from what had come out now it modi- 
fied his opinion of Sir Richard's action, not having been aware that 
he was asked to give his advice by Mr. Mather. Witness objected 
altogether to Sir Ricbard having attended the Committee when the 
tenders were let. He thought it unfair to the otber contractora. 
As a matter of fact, however, Sir Richard voted for Messrs. Mather's 
letter. 

By Mr. Dean: Mr. Howarth told witness in the train that he had 
seen Galloways, and asked them to tender. Witness thought, as 
chairman of the Committee, be should not have gone to any firm. 

His Honour said if it was done he shonld agree with Mr. Wheat- 
croft tbat it was quite irregular for the chairman to go about 
asking a particolar firm to tender. They would, of course, hear 
Mr. Howarth’s evidence. 

Mr. Galloway (Messrs. Payne, Galloway & Payne), who appeared 
for Galloways, Limited, cross-examined Mr. Wheatcroft. The 
latter said he did not know Mr. Norbury’s position in the matter. 
He did not know һе was a traveller securing orders, and that 
there was nothing improper about his seeking orders if he could 
get them. 

Mr. Wheatcroft said he did not blame Messrs. Galloway tender- 
ing, and Mr. Norbury doing all he could to get an order. He did 
not suggest for a moment that Messrs. Galloway had done anything 
improper. They were an honourable and old-established firm. He 
had no complaint to make about the work, and nothing detrimental 
to say in any shape or form. Не was sorry, in fact, their name had 
cropped up in the matter. 

His Honour said Mr. Wheatcroft had no charge against the firm, 
as he had fairly said. There was nothing to be said further in the 
matter. Mr. Galloway might now withdraw, because there was 
nothing for him to answer. 

Mr. Turner, the ex-electrical engineer, then gave evidence as to 
the alleged excessive expenditure on the Strawberry Road works, 
and had not concluded when the inquiry was adjourned until 
Friday. 

On Thursday his Honour visited the works at Walness Road and 
Strawberry Road, in connection with which it was maintained by 
Mr, Turner, Councillor Wheatcroft, and Mr. Hunt (elective auditor) 
that the installation is excessive and extravagant. 

Mr. Turner criticised the action of the Corporation in fixing tbeir 
works at such an unsuitable place as Walness Road. As to the new 
station at Strawberry Road, he maintained that there had not been 
work enough to occupy more than one engine out of the eight put 
down. The maximum output during work did not exceed 1,000 Kw., 
whereas the power installed in the station was 6,400 kw. He sub- 
mitted that the station at the present time was considerably in 
excess of the requirements of the Corporation. They only required 
to-day 1,400 H.P., and bad put down 10,200 н.р. He argued that 
34 times more plant than was required had been put down. The 
excess was rather in connection with the lighting installation than 
in connection with the power for the tramways. He produced 
a report of Mr. Clirehugh's to show that his plans were 
approved of, and he argued that, if his plans had been carried 
out, the work would have been carried out in sections as required. 
Mr. Turner urged that the type of engine supplied was not accord: 
ing to the specification. He urged that a tender of £64,000 was 
accepted without ever being signed by the chairman. He complained 
that tenders were added to the schedule that were not originally on 
the list, and he maintained that undue influence had been exercised 
to secure the placing of the contract. The witness further said that 
during the preparation of the specifications for boilers, Mr. 
Clirchugh aud Sir Richard Mottram had to consult as to details, and 
that was on the understanding that Sir Richard's firm were not 
кошу to tender. He urged that an attempt was made to rush the 
tenders through without due consideration, and that very unusual 
practice was adopted by the chairman. When the tenders were 
before the Committee, witness alleged that Mr. Howarth, chairman 
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of the Committee, told them that Mr. Thom, of Messrs. Yates апа 
Thom, had asked him to spend the week-end with him at Blackpool, 
and consequently he should not think of recommending Messrs. 
Yates & Thom’s tender, though it was the lowest. He argued that 
this statement was made to damage Messrs. Yates & Thom’s firm 
before the Committee in order to secure the acceptance of another 
tender. Mr. Thom denied ever having seen Mr. Howarth. Mr. 
Clirehugh favoured Messrs. Galloways’ firm for the boilers 
and superheaters. Mr. Turner alleged that he was told that 
if he opposed Sir Richard Mottram and Mr. Clirehugh, 
it would be “the worse for him." He recommended the 
acceptance of the tender, and said that he did so through compul- 
sion. He re-asserted that the chairman and the consulting engi- 
neers used their influence to get the contract for Messrs. Galloways, 
Limited. The witness argued that through the closing of the 
Walness Road station the ratepayers had lost from £380,000 to 
£40,000. On the question of süb-contracting he was not saying 
that the Salford Corporation had been guilty over and above other 
corporations, but it was а vexed question now with all: municipal 
authorities. He thought members of the Council'who were mem- 
bers of limited liability companies should always consider whether 
it was wise to do acta as members of a company which they were 
pravented by law from doing as individuals. His view was that 
shareholders of a company should, as far as possible, carry out the 
spirit of the Municipal Corporations Act, and take no part in 
the discussion or deliberations in which their firms were interested. 

Mr. S. V. ClireLugh, of the firm of Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh and 
Sillar, was then called by Mr. Cobbett. He said that on seeing 
Mr. Turner's specifications he suggested that less money should be 
spent in electrical plant. He was not prepared to carry out Mr. 
Tarner’s scheme at any price. They were told to provide for 300 
cars, which would require 3,000 xw. That would necessitate 
four dynamos, and one would be required as a reserve. Very 
shortly other two of the dynamos would be required for purposes 
other than traction, and by the time of the expiration of the four 
years’ term the remaining one would doubtless be required. They 
must bear in mind that running powers between Manchester and 
Balford were contemplated, and that they in Salford would bave 
to draw everything Manchester liked to send on а heavy race day. 
He had never altered any document at the suggestion of anyone, 
and the document of which so much had been made was only an 
ordinary draft. It wasnot true that witness told Mr. Turner he must 
recommend Galloways’ firm. It was also absolutely untrue that Sir 
Richard Mottram had endeavoured to influence him in any way. 
He had never been approached by Sir Richard Mottram directly or 
indirectly on behalf of his firm. Не had never been approached 
by Mr. Howarth on behalf of any firm. 

The witness was cross-examined at length by. Mr. Wheatcroft as 
to his reports to the Committee, and he absolutely denied having 
said anything to him about Sir Richard Mottram’s presence on the 
Committee. He denied that he consented to carry out Mr. Turner's 
spetifications for £1,500. His firm were engaged to carry out re- 
modelled specifications, not Mr. Turner's. 

Mr. C. L. Turner cross-examined the witness. The latter said the 
installation at the Strawberry Road works was 6,200 KW., and the 
output was only 1,000 Kw. 

Mr. Cobbett said that really some 1,200 xw. were being used. 

His Honour: The whole question was whether this was an intelli- 
gent anticipation of the public needs, or whether it was a fraudulent 
or wicked anticipation of the public needs. Everyone was agreed 
a8 to the amount of electricity now being used, and everyone was 
agreed that 6,000 kw. was going to be made. What none of them 
was agreed about was what would be wanted ere the next few years. 
That was a much more difficult thing to foresee. 

Continuing, the witness said it was not true that the Corliss 
engine was put in on his advice. Sir Richard Mottram was deputed 
by the Committee to confer with him on the question of 10-ft. or 
8-ft. boilers. There had been no preference or special consideration 
of any kind whatsoever shown to Galloways, Limited. Nothing 
had taken place but what was absolutely in the ordinary way of 
conducting business. Sir Richard Mottram never tried to use any 


influence to get witness's recommendation in favour of Galloways, . 


Limited. He denied any such imputation as strongly as he possibly 
could. He had never been approached improperly by Mr. Howarth 
to secure a contract for any firm. 

Mr. Desquesnes, called Sir Richard, who said he had been 24 
years on the Council, and retired in November last. When Mr. 
Turner was electrical engineer, he sent out specifications for engines, 
and certain firms declined to tender. He received a me from 
Mr. William Mather requesting an interview. Mr. Mather said he 
had sent for him not only as being as engineer like himself, but as 
one who took great interest in the borough. He said their firm had 
received specifications for some engines and dynamos, which, if 
carried out, would be absolutely unworkable. The specifications 
were incomplete, and if a tender was accepted on the specifications 
it would open out no end of extras and so on. If they tendered to 
the specifications it would be totally unsatisfactory. Some of the 
clauses in the specification for the engine were amusing. It was 
stated that the engine must be made so as to pull up in one revolution 
if required. He should not like to be there when that took place. 
Witness told Mr. Mather he was in a somewhat delicate position as 
a member of the Council and as an engineer, and if he were to 
raise the question, his motives might be misinterpreted, and wit- 
ness therefore asked Mr. Mather to communicate with the Mayor. 
That was the only interview he had, and he washed bis hands of the 
whole affair. Аз a result of Mr. Mather's advice new specifications 
were sent out. Mr. Wheatcroft did call upon him to retire from 
the Council meeting. The question of the boilers had been 
referred to Mr. Clireuugh and himself, and he attended the com- 
mittee meeting to report upon the boilers. Mr. Wheatcroft was 


very vexed and in a perfect fury, and most rude to witness. He 
believed а 10-ft. boiler was absurd. The original type of boiler 
had never been departed from. Mr. Turner’s specification was for 
а Lancashire boiler, and one was working there to-day. Eventually 
Messrs. Galloways got the tender, but he was quite under the 
impression all along that they were not going to tender. Не never 
influenced anyone in the matter at all, and knew nothing about the 
placing of the contract. ` ; 

He never interfered in the matter of the boilers at all. He prac- 
tically abandoned the whole thing lest his conduct should be mis- 
construed. He never took part in any meetings of directors in 
connection with the supply of the boilers. There was nothing in 
the report of the Council proceedings to show that he gave the 


advice he had said, but he certainly did advise the Committee. 


Expert opinion also condemned 10-ft. boilers. 

Mr. Arthur Howarth, late chairmaw of the Electricity Committee, 
was next called, and denied all the statements alleged to have been 
made by him, especially with regard to the “corridor” interview, 
at which Mr. Wheatcroft alleged that witness told Mr. Turner it 
would be better for bim to keep his tongue still He was never 
invited by Mr. Thom to spend the week end with him at Blackpool. 
He was pestered by the men being first taken off one job and then 
another, but not by any firm to secure an order. 

Mr. Turner now said he wished to be represented by counsel, and 
suggested that the question of his dismissal be taken at some future 
date. He suggested the Council acted very improperly in the 
matter of his dismissal. | 

After aninterval for luncheon, his Honour said he had considered 
the question as to taking the evidence of Mr. Turner as to his dis- 
missa], and said it appeared to him he ought not to inquire into it 
unless there were some new facts put forward, nor ought he to 
inquire into it unless it was relevant to that commission. Hie 
Honour's view at present was that it was not within the scope of 
that inquiry. Mr. Turner had mentioned Mr. Sutton's name as a 
legal gentlemen whose advice he desired to take. His Honour 
understood Mr. Turner wished to appear by counsel, and after 
thinking the matter over he had come to the conclusion that it 
would be best for Mr. Turner to take Mr. Sutton’s advice. If in 


. his opinion there were fresh facts in connection with his dismissal 
that ought to be considered that were not before the Committee 


that reported on the matter, and if Mr. Sutton was also of opinion 
that those facte were relevant to the terms of the inquiry, and if 
within 14 days that opinion was sent in to him, then he would not 
shut it out, but would hold a special day's hearing or as many as 
were necessary. Seeing that the matter had been before seven or 
eight gentlemen of the Corporation, his view was very strongly at 
present that it was a thing apart from the inquiry altogether. 

Mr. Wheatcroft next gave evidence on Messrs. W. T. Glover’s 
cable contract. He objected that theirs was not the lowest tender, 
and he asserted that Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Billar's report to 
the Committee distinctly favoured Messrs. Glovers as against the 
lowest tender. He asserted that the contract was not carried out 
according to the specification. He had no charge at all to make 
against Messrs. Glover as to their getting the contract. 

His Honour: It is important that that should be understood. 

The witness alleged that the consulting engineers allowed porous 
brick channelling to be used for the cable and not U-shaped stone- 
ware non-porous troughs, as specified in the terms of the contract. 
He also maintained that the best bitumen had not been used, as was 
stiptlated. 

Mr. A. Е. Turner, managing engineer to Messrs. Glovers, said he 
recommended the change of channels because he found in practice 
the earthenware three-way channel was the best. They made a 
special cover for the channels. The consulting engineer had powers 
under the specifications to vary the contact. 

Mr. Hunt complained that Messrs. Galloways had departed from 
the specifications in supplying the boilers and the fittings. 

Mr. Galloway admitted that Messrs. Galloways, Limited, used by 
inadvertence Harrison’s steel alloy on the valves and mudholes 
instead of Siemens’ steel, but they had altered all the boilers except 
the six in work, and the firm had written guaranteeing to maintain 
and renew all the fittings. 

His Honour said if it was an alteration of the specification as a 
matter of business, they should have called the attention of the 
Committee to the matter. There was no question of fraud at all; 
it was merely a small matter, and there was nothing in it at all. 
Mr. Galloway would be excused from further attendance. 

Judge Parry, in closing the inquiry, said he ought to say he was 
satisfied that Messrs. Wheatcroft and Hunt had made their state- 
ments in the public interest, but it was also due to say in relation to 
Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar that there was nothing like 
fraud, ill-doing, undue influence, or anything like that made out 
against them. He was prepared to say the same with regard to Sir 
Richard Mottram, though he might have been indiscreet. He 
found also that with regard to ex-Councillor Howarth and the 
other persons concerned there wasno evidence on which they could 
rightly be charged with fraud, ill-doing, cheating, or anything of 
the kind. He made the statement because he did not wish any 
stigma should rest on those concerned. As to minor questions, the 
Judge intimated he would report at length in due course. He 
mentioned that he excluded reference to Mr. Turner, because it 
might be necessary to go further into the dismissal question in case 
it should be advised. \ 


Brighton.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held ou 5th inst. into 
the application of the Т.С. for sanction to borrow the sum of £5,500 
for purposes of supplying electrical energy. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Re Mishap at Leeds, 


Permit me to correct a statement made in your “ Traction 
Notes ” last week, in which it is stated that the cause of the 
Car leaving the track and colliding with the Castleton 
Railway Bridge was due to the inefficient working of the 
brakes. | 

This is incorrect, as both the hand and emergency brakes 
were found to be in perfect working order when the car was 


replaced on the metala. 


The driver has admitted that he was solely responsible for 
the accident, and states that instead of driving he was 
reckoning up his time while descending the grade and did 
not realize the speed the car was travelling at until he was 
at the curve, with the result that the car left the metals. 
Had he applied the emergency brake the car would have 
stopped directly it had run on to the setts. From evidence 
to hand it does not seem that he applied either brake. 


| John Burbridge. 
Lecda, June 4th, 1902. 


New Cable Relay. 


The statements made in your leaderette respecting а new 
relay, invented by Mr. Sullivan, are rather remarkable. 

I should be glad if уоп would give your readers, if 
possible, some particulars as to the construction of this 
instrument, the conditions under which it was tried, the 
lengtb, together with the copper resistance of the cable 
experimented upon, and, of all things, the speed attained. 


A Relayer. 
June 9th, 1902. 


[We have as yet no particulars of the construction of Mr. 
Sullivan's experimental relay. Mr. Sullivan informs us that 
it was tried with Morse signals and a battery power restricted 
to 12 Leclanché cell& A speed of 20 to 25 wcrds per 
minute was attained, the messages being recorded on a Morse 
inker. Slips which we have seen are clear and good. The 
experiments were made upon a laid cable, having a retardation 
equal to that of 1,000 nauts of a particular and distant cable, 
for use upon which this type of relay was, in the first instance, 
invented by Mr. Sullivan.—Eps. Exec. КЕҮ.] 


Scientific Crnelty. 


Will you permit me to say in reference to your note to 
Mr. Bailey’s letter that the cat in question is stated in your 
report to have been at one period of the experiment “sub- 
conscious," t.e., partially conscious, and we learn that more 
ether was given. 

i | Edward Berdoe. 

London, June 10/h, 1902. 


I am glad to leirn, from the footnote below my latter ia 
your last issue, that the cat, the subject of the experiment 
against which I protested, was unconscious until death. I 
certainly read the account to mean that tbe animal was 
conscious during part of the time. You argue that, as 
human beings operated upon under anesthetics do not suffer 
pain, neither do animals under those circumstances. But 
the cases are not parallel. Anresthetics are administered to 
human subjects with the object of averting pain; with 
animals this is not so. The late Mr. Cox, M.R.C.V.S, 
who, being a veterinary surgeon, was better fitted than any 
vivisector or other scientist to judge of the effect of 
anzesthetics upon animals, said that toassert that animalsurder 
chloroform or ether were therefore an æsthetised for any length 
of time was to be “ either frightfully mendacious or grossly 
ignorant." Mr. Sutcliffe Hurndall, M. R. C. V. S., in his 
recent Presidential Address, said: * Among the general 
public the majority are under the impression that 
these so-called physiological experiments are conducted 
under the influence of anvesthetics, and that the subjects are 
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rendered insensible to pain; this, however, is no! ihe case, 
and I am informed that a large proportion—considerably 
more than half—of the licenses dispense with anwsthetics 
entirely. .... It cannot be otherwise, as, in the majority 
of experiments, the object of the vivisector would be defeated 
were the subject insensible. . . . . The phenomena of pain 
are absolutely essential to any practical issue, and even 
though it were practicable to conduct experiments under the 
influence of anwsthetics, it must be borne in mind that, as 
many of these experiments require time running sometimes 
into weeks, and even months, the animal would be only 
saved the actual pain of the operation itself to awake from 
sleep and ехрегіегсе prolonged agony and torment.” 

You, Sir, advocate vivisection, claiming, as the result of 
the cruel practice, benefit to mankind. That is, surely, a 
strange argument in favour of what is cruel, and, there- 
fore, distinctly wrong. The plea of expediency is never 
accepted by magistrates-in condonation of cruelty to animals 
or of any other wrong doing. You are doubtless aware that the 
utility of vivisection has been, and is, hotly disputed and 
flatly denied by very many medical men, both past and 
present, stating, in the plainest language, that vivisection is 
useless, misleading, and dangerous: and we know that, in 
spite of all the “scientific research,” and the holocausts of 
victims sacrificed to this debased form of so-called science, 
disease, far from diminishing, has enormously increased. 

Results, useful or otherwise, should not, however, be con- 
sidered. Vivisection—the torture of animals—is gross 
cruelty to defenceless creatures; it is therefore а great 
wrong—a crime. No excuse can possibly make wrong right ; 
no arguments advanccd in its favour can ever justify the 
crime of vivisection. 

| С. A. M. Bailey. 
Guildford, June 10h, 1902. | 


I quite agree with Mr. Bailey in protesting against the 
awful suffering inflicted on animals in the name of science. 
I am afraid that the consoling statement you make that tho 
animal operated upon never recovered consciousness, even 
if true in the particular case to which reference is made, is 
also far from true in many others. I have never heard of 
results obtained by vivisection that are at all commensurate 
with the torture inflicted. You speak of the practice as 
having resulted in “countless blessings to mankind,” but 
perhaps yon would enlighten me by being a little more 
definite. Will you be good enough to cite, say, half a dozen 
instances (I will not ask for a countless list), in which 
results, beneficial to humanity, have been obtained by this 
revolting form of experiment ? 

А. В. C. Se. 


[We do not propose to enter into controversy with our 
correspondents with a view to convincing them ; this is not 
the place to engage in such a profitless task, and no good 
purpose would be served by prolonging a discussion which 
is totally unsuited to our pages. The article in question 
dealt with the effect of electric waves on the human brain, a 
subject which is of undoubted scientific interest; the 
morality of vivisection is л side-issue, with which we are 
not specially concerned. We have allowed Mr. Bailey to 
reply to our comment on his first letter, and the corre- 
sponderce must now cease.— EDS. EI. HC. RRV. 


Eleetrically-driven Feed Pumps. 


With reference to the recent correspondence in your 
columns те electrically-driven feed pumps, you were good 
enough to insert some figures with regard to the efficiency of 
the patent Hatfield”? pumps which we supplied to the 
Bristol Corporation. These pumps were of large capacity, 
being capable of delivering 100 gallons per minute. We 
have now obtained some independent figures with regard to 
quite a small pump of the same type, and as the efficiency 
of auxiliary plant is now being seriously considered, we think 
possibly the figures may interest your readers, 

The pump in question ія capable of delivering 3°42 gallons 
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per minute against a pressure of 135 lbs. per sq. in., and 
when doing this work. the motor driving this pump takes 
5'5 amperes at 103 volts. The pump is belt driven, and 
assuming, therefore, the etliciency of the motor and belt to 
be зо per cent., the efficiency of this small pump works out. 


at nearly GU per cent, and the efticiency of the whole plant 


close on 50 per cent. 

We think that for such a small pump and motor this is 
an extremely good result, and speaks well for the economy 
of electrically-driven pumps when preperly designed with a 
view to being driven from an electric motor. 


Merryweatlier & Sons, Limited. 


- 


Water Softening. 


Regarding the remarks upon water softening in your last 
issue, ib is well for us always to bear in mind the fact that 
boilers and economisers are for steam raising purposes, and 
should not be used for chemical operations. 

Means may be provided by some cconomiser makers for 
scraping the inside of the tubes, and so removing the scale, 
but why allow it to get there at all? 

I am at one with Mr. Boby when he says that cach case 
requires to be considered separately, and upon its own merits. 
This is a most important fact that is not appreciated ав it 
ought to be. 

While readily admitting that the hot process of water 
softening for boiler feed purposes, under certain circum- 
stances, has advantages over the cold process, I cannot 
appreciate the application of the Aot process for softeniny 
rooling water, Surely Mr. Doby would have done better to 
apply the cold process for the cooling water, and drawn the 
* make-up " from the soft cooling water, passing it along 
with the rest of the feed water through a suitable feed water 
heater. | 

William Paterson. 

Glasgow. 


Edison’s Battery. 


Referring to Mr. Hibbert's very able article on ©“ Edison's 
Battery," there is one slight error which I should fcel 
obliged if you will correct, namely, ** The Dritish Electro- 
mobile Company used one of the ‘A BC’ (Oppermann) 
batteries in one of their carriages.” Ав this is likely to 
cause some confusion, I wish to point out that in all the long- 
distance runs which have been made with the * ABC" 
battery, only ©“ Oppermann electric vehicles" have been 
used. 

Per C. Oppermann, 
C. A. 


Mr. Hibbert was not responsible for the passage to which 
Mr. Oppermann draws attention. That was interpolated by 
ourselves on the authority of numerous published statements 
which were appearing at the time.—Ens. Brec, REVv. ] 


NorE.— Several letters have been received too late for 
insertion in this issue. 


REVIEW. 


The Electric Ате. Dy IIENTA Ayrton, Member cf the 
Institution of Electrical Enginecra. London: The Elec- 
frician Printing and Publishing Company. 

Those who have followed the subject of the electric arc in 
the numerous papers of the last 20 years, will be glad that 
Mrs. Ayrton has now published an account of her own invceti- 
gations in a complete form. The character of her observa- 
tions, and the conclusions she drew from them, are well 
known from articles in the Press, and papers read before the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, the British Association, 
and the Royal Society; and it is s»tisfactory to read in 
congecutive form the long argument of which one remembers 
many steps. 

The subject of the book ircludes only the direct-current 
open arc. Some experiments on enclosed arcs, described in 
the 10th chapter, were tried only for the purpose of cluci- 
dating the cause of hissing in open arca, and the alternating- 
current arc is not referred to at all, Within these limits, 
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Mrs. Ayrton has done her work very completely, and the 
book must for the present be recognised as the principal 
authority on this part of the subject. 

To many readers the most interesting part of the work 
will be the chapter, ** A Short History of the Arc," which 
consists of notes of early observations of the phenomenon. 
Most of us know that the arc had been observed, and its 
name applicd at the very beginning of the last century, but 
it is surprising to find that as early as 1821 it was recognised 
to consist in an atmosphere of sublimed carbon. This 
chapter concludes with a list of published papers on thie 
subject from опе by Sir Humphrey Davy in 1801, to those 
of Blondel and Fleming in 1897—8. | 

The most completely satisfactory part of the book is the 
account of the investigations which led to the formulation 
of the law for normal ares, v = (а + 5% + (с + d D) All, 


where v, A are the potential difference between, and the 


current along, the carbons, a, b, c,d, depend upon the 
quality and size of the carbons, and / is the perpendicular 
distance between the cone and the plane of the crater's 
mouth. The establishment of this formula by a long series 
of concordant observations was evidently a most important 
step, and cleared the ground for further investigation. 
What are the physical significations of a, b, c, d ? and how 
is the somewhat arbitrary definition of / to be improved ? 
Might not the formula be elucidated by using the mean 
distance between the cone and crater surfaces, as the linear 
measure of the arc’ The well-known diagram illustrating 
the action of the regnlating resistances in determining the 
stability of arcs of different lengths, is a striking example of 
the use of plotted observations. No other equally striking 
occurs to us, and we should be glad to see Mra. Ayrton's 
name permanently connected with her diagram as that of 
the late Prof. Tait with the thermo-electric diagram. 

The chapters on the power and light efficiencies of the arc 
are very valuable, and may prove suggestive to manufac- 
turers of arc lamps and carbons. The problems are formally 
solved, but full solutions depend upon the qualities of parti- 
cular carbons; and new kinds of cores or additions of 
metallic salts may affect the resultsin unforeseen ways. The 
recent introduction of flaming carbons, in the arc of which 
the gaseous envelope is itself luminous, so that the crater is 
not the only source of light, may change the practical 
problem of arc lighting in several directions. It appears at 
first sight that with flaming carbons Mrs. Ayrton’s main 
conclusion, that of her paper at the Paris Conference of 
1900, would not hold. She here showed clearly that for 
efficiency ordinary open arcs should be burnt as short as poe- 
sible, and with the largest currents that would not hiss, 

The matter of the chapter on the circumstances and 
cause of hissing arcs is due entirely, we believe, to Mrs. 
Ayrton's own work, and it is not often that an experimenter 
can claim the credit of so complete an investigation. 

The final chapter on the mechanism of the arc, to which 
the reader will naturally turn with great interest, is in some 
ways the least satisfactory. The view is now generally 
accepted that the space between the ends of the carbons is 
occupied by carbon mist surrounded by a sheath of burning 
carbon gases, and that over the surface of the crater carbon 
is passing from the solid into the gascous state. "The 
grounds for this view are stated clearly and cogently, bnt 
the argument of much of the chapter is not so lucid. 
Messrs, Frith and Rodgers some years ago described experi- 
ments to the Physical Society showing that an increase cf 
current in the arc might be accompanied by а momentary 
diminution in the difference of potential between the carbons. 
This was interesting, but not astonishing. If water flows 
through a pipe ending in a freely perforated elastic dia- 
phragm, a small impulsive pressure at the inflow may for an 
instant open the holes in the diaphragm sufficiently to allow а 
larger current of water to pass with a smaller loss of pressuro 
than before at the diaphragm itself. Mrs. Ayrton explains 
Messrs. Frith and Rodgers’ result by supposing that a small 
impulsive rush of current through the arc may momentarily 
expand the film of carbon vapour over the surface of the 
crater, at which point the main fall of potential occurs. 
Thisexplanation seems quite satisfactory, and is corroborated 
by an observation by Mr. Duddell of a small interval of time 
between the increase of current and the fall in the potential 
difference, The joint paper attracted attention at the 
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time through the startling way in which the authore stated 
their conclusions, and drew from Prof. S. P. Thompson а 
sensible paper on the use of the words “ resistance” and 
P electromotive force," which had been loosely applied by 
them. 

The greater part of the present chapter deals with two 
questions. What are the resistance and back E.M.F. of the 
are? What is the bearing on the subject of the results of 
Frith and Rodgers, Ray and Watlington, and Duddell, who 
have all experimented with small alternating currents 
imposed on the direct current arc? We take Mrs. Ayrton’s 


answer to the second question to be that the arc is extra- 


ordinarily mobile and responds so quickly to changes in 
current that we cannot treat the body of conducting 
vapour and gas as being identical when the current is and 
is not pulsating, at least for the frequencies hitherto 
employed ; and that the results of experiments in the 
latter case cannot be used to determine the resistance in the 
former. The first question, viz., of the resistance and back 
E.M.F. of the arc is confused by the mode of statement, as 
there is no clear explanation of the distinction between the 
two modes of the conversion of energy, and the argument on 
page 399 seems to be pure assumption. The considerable 
fall of potential near the surface of the crater has been 
usually called a back E.M.F. Mrs. Ayrton believes it to be 
due to the passage of the current through a film of carbon 
vapour, whose area expands or contracts so as always to be 
proportional to the current, and that the conversion of 
energy and corresponding fall of potential takes place in the 
body of the film, and not at the surface of the crater where 


the sublimation of carbon occurs. She considers the mode 


in which energy is converted to be analogous to that by 
resistance in the body of an electrolyte, not to that by 
electrolysis, at the surface of the electrodes, The view 
seems probable and reasonable enough, in spite of the 


absence of any direct evidence either way; but we think - 


it would be more easily grasped if it were not stated in 
terms of a word “ resistance,” whose meaning in this 
connection is ill defined.. 

We can heartily recommend Mrs, Ayrton’s book as a 
record of conscientious and painstaking, and occasionally 
brilliant, work. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Armordact.—Mr. Fred. Bathurst, of the Armorduct 
Improved Electric Conduit Co., of 3, Oxford Court, E.C., reports 
encouraging progress in respect to the development of this im- 
proved electric conduit. In order to better cater for country cus- 
tomers, the company is arranging local agents and stock depots in 
the larger towns and electrical districts. Messrs. J. and A. Ander- 
son, of 62, Robertson Street, Glasgow, have been appointed agents 
for Glasgow and district, and Messrs. Atkinson, Schmahl & Co., of 
5, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, will take care of this 
other important northern district, and they already have a com- 
prehensive stock on hand. The A.I.E.C. Co. invite inquiries from 
саа firms not actually contractors ав to agency in other 

istricts. 


Books Received.—“ Transactions of the North-East 
Coast Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders”; session 1901— 2. 
М xviii, part 4. London and Newcastle: Andrew Reid & Co., 

" L'Electricité déduite de l'Expérience et ramenée au principe 
destraraux virtuels," by M. E. Carvallo. Paris: C. Naud. 

“Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire and 
Report on the Working of the Coal Mines of New Zealand, 1901." 


Coronation llluminations.—4A simple modification of 
an ordinary incandescent lamp has been devised by Mr. W. Barker, 
of 1, Derby Street, Preston, by means of which it can be adapted 
for stringing on wires for illuminations at a trifling expense, 

- without requiring any holder, and can afterwards be restored to its 
previous condition. There seems to be no limit to the stock of 
ingenuity available iu this class of work. 


Electric Fans.— Messrs, Johnson & Phillips are 
circulating particulars of electric desk fans, this being a new branch 
of manufacture with the firm. Prices and details of 12 in. desk 
fans are given. The chief points kept in view in the design aud 
construction of these fans have been efficiency, durability and 
artistic appearance. 


Switzerland.— According to a report from Munich, the 
Alumiuium Industrie Gesellschaft, of Neuhausen, Switzerland, has 
secured an option of a new process for the electrolytical production 
of steel direct from iron ore, . 


Electrical Wares Exported. 


W атк ENDING JUNE 11TH, 1901. | Weer mspiMG JUNE 10TH, 1902. 


Adelaide a .. Value £71 , Amtrterdam .. ee Value £175 
" Teleg. wire ee ee 2,2 ' Auckland oe ee ee eo 621 
Alexandria.. А 18 . Bangkok  .. Ps $4 .. 131 


" Teleg. wire xà 43 ' Barcelona .. - EP а 91 
Amsterdam x sè os 80 Boca. Teleg. poles - ө» 83 
Archangel .. es ёё .. 29 | Bombay > ia vs .. 227 
Bombay .. z T .. 815 Brisbane T Ре we 53 

з Teleg. cable .. iis 81 Buenos Ayres. Teleg.mat. .. 857 
Bremen .. - s sa 90 Calcutta sa Vs ee 616 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg.apprts... 277 M Teleg. cable . 800 

е Teleg. wire 240 ` Cape Town .. «6 „ нб 
Calcutta 1,060 Channel Islands .. ss „ 150 


Teleg. mat. d Bs 22 Coatzacoalcos _.. ae i 13 


, 
Callao. Teleg. wire  .. oe 46 Colombo sa A . 119 
Cape Town.. ix ex .. 1,650 | Copenhagen. "eleg. wire En 63 
0 Teleg. mat. .. 1,807 Durban 5% ae ed . 03 
Christiania. Teleg. wire .. 100 | East London 6% ee . 441 
Colombo ee ee ee ec 119 | Fremantle ee ee ees ee 47 
Copenhagen, Teleg. mat. .. 186 | j Teleg. mat... .. 119 
rban =s $3 - . 946 Liban. ix 2d -— ; 112 
i Teleg. cable .. es 7128 | Melbourne .. - T . 170 
East London - s s 73 i Teleg. wire.. . . 1,845 
У ds Teleg. mat. .. 1,127 Perth .. DE es ae . . 1,276 
Fremantle .. và ee ve 12 | Port Elizabeth .. . .. 402 
Flushing. sa 3 T 39 | Rangoon. Teleg. cable .. .. 215 
Gibraltar st ʻi -— 15 Rotterdam .. КЕ is .. 100 
- Elecl.instruments.. 700 , St. Petersburg m ee .. 850 
Hobart. Teleph.cable.. . 730 » Teleg. mat. 79 
Hong Kong.. oe ws ee 12 Santa Cruz .. $$ ee $a 4l 
" Teleg. apparatus. 23 ' Bantos Vs “% "S 5% 42 
Malta Ss ө P . 182 үз Teleg. mat. Was Q4 96 
Mauritius .. oe iis oe 20 , Shanghai Vs oe . 173 
Melbourne .. ee d ss 22 ' Sydney T" C xm .. 395 
8 Teleg. cable ‚ 1,808 | Teneriffe... s ix is 60 
ir Telephones.. v. 47 | Trieste “> ES sx oe 127 
Montreal . * ee ee ee 100 Wellington ое ee se ee 270 


Nagasaki аг Ме оа 40 | Yokohama .. EN Ss A 97 
Penang. Teleg. mat. .. | .. 40 ! Zanzibar .. .. 24 
Port Elizabeth. Teleg.mat... 217 | 
Rangoon " Us s А 57 
Rosario. Teleg.mat. .. e 3EQ | 
Rotterdam. Teleg. mat. ee 891 
St. Petersburg. Teleg. mat... 500 
Shanghai oe - . 180 | 
Bingapore .. bs e" E" 42 

9 Teleg. apparatus .. 407 

РЕ Teleg. mat. .. v 41 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire.. . 116 | 
Bydney sis RE a . . 1,619 , 
Wellington. Telephones ee 1,650 
Yokohama es ee ee ee 511 I 
Yokosaka .. ^ v» . . 2,578 | 

* Teleg. cables .. 3,754 

Total .. £26,010 | Total өө #11,С62 


Н 


Foreign Goods Transhipped. 


Value £148 Channel Islands. Elec. cable 
Value £105 


Bombay. Elec. fans 
| Sydney. Elec. lamps ee ee 15 


— — 


Total .. £180 


Catalogues and Lists. — We have received from the 
Sandycroft Foundry Company, Limited, of Chester, a copy of their 
new and revised catalogue of dynamos, motors, &c. The works 
have been lately equipped withthe most modern machinery and tools, 
placing the company in a favourable position for giving low quota- 
tions consistent with first-class workmanship and material. Their 
long and varied experience in the design and manufacture of mining 
planís, combined with the manufacture of electrical machinery 
under one roof, and in the same shop, should give opportunities of 
carrying out this class of work with economy and efficiency. A 
specification of protected and enclosed dynamos and motors, with 
some useful drawings and pictures, also details as to dimensions, ате 
included. The company’s machines are stated to be largely used in 
mines and collieries, and for this reason they have been designed 
on very liberal linee, both electrically and mechanically, and will 
give their specified outputs continuously with a low rise of t-m- 
perature, and with the minimum of attention. They may be either 
shunt, series, or compound-wound, to suit the work they are 
required to perform. Machines up to size 21 B are built to stock, 
and nearly completed. The protected and enclosed type machines 
are of a new design, which, while protecting the armatures and 
fields from mechanical damage, leave the commutators easily acces- 
sible. The casings of these machines are symmetrical, the same - 
covers being used at commutator and pulley ends; this gives the 
machines an extremely neat and pleasing appearance. The samc 
castings are used for both the protected and the enclosed machines, 
ihe enclosing being effected by means of covers completely closing 
the apertures in the end castings; they are then practically gas and 
water tight. Particular attention has been paid in the desigus to 
making the commutation thoroughly satisfactory, with the resu't 
that the brushes can be fixed and the lead kept constant with vary- 
ing loads. 

From the B T.H. Co., Limited, we have received a copy of 
pamphlet No. 125 describing and illustrating the GE 67 traction 
motor; also a printed index to pamphlets they have issued up to 
May 15th, 1902, and a new list of the B.T.H.-Edison incandescent 
lamp. 

А list of reflectors, celluloid balls, luminous flowers, &c., has 
been sent to us by Mr. Henri Bean, of 226, Rue St. Denis, Paris. 
The designs are elaborate and striking. 

Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Thompson, Limited, of Qucen Street, 
E.C., have sent us a copy of Sec. 1 of their new catalogue. It 
illustrates, pricee, and gives other details respecting soft iron solc- 
noid iustruments, electrostatic voltmeters, accumulator cut-outs, &. 
The company will shortly be bringing out three other sections, and 
these will deal (Sec. 2) with moving coil ammeters and voltmeters ; 
(Sec. 3) recording instruments; and (Sec. 4) the firm’s manufactures 
in automatic switches and circuit breakers, 
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Messrs. Rhodes & Webster, of the City Electrical Works, Sor 
bridge Road, Bradford, have sent us a descriptive bulletin No. 51, 
and price list of their R.E. type enclosed and semi-encloted 
motors. We understand that these motors are the result of many 
years’ experience of dynamo and motor design, and are up to date 
in every respect. The rystem of manufacture is thoroughly modern, 
and on the soundest principle; all parts are made separately to 
stock in quantities, and are, therefore, interchangeable. The firm's 
works are fully equipped with labour-saving tools, and the motors 
bre entirely English made. The lists before us give full details, 
and a number of capital illustrations of the motors. 

The third edition of their "S" list has been issued by Meesrs. 
O. Berend & Co. It is a trade price list divided off into several 
sectional parts, in which many illustrations, much matter of а 
descriptive nature, and prices are given of switches, cut outs, 
resistances, automatic cut-onts and regulators, switchboards, and 
all accessories for electric light and power installations. 
The offices, showrooms and warchouse are at Dunedin House, 
Basingball Avenue, Е.С. 

Mesars. Field, Mallett & Co., Limited, of 39, Mincing Lane, E.C., 
have sent us several lists of their“ Mallett” steam separator, and the 
Hyde duplex vertical boiler, made by Tinker, Shenton & Co, of 
Hyde. Messrs. Field, Mallett are sole agents for these boilers, and 
also for the following:—Shillingford Engineering Company, 
Limited, Cheltenham, “ Trusty " oil and gas engines; Carbrook Steel 
Works, Limited, Sheffield, steel forgings and rolled steel shafting ; 
Portland Bolt and Nut Company, Limited, Birmingham, bolte, nuts 
and rivets. 


Aston Fans.—Messrs. Veritys, Limited, of Manchester, 
have issued а new circular (No. 43) in which their Aston " electric 
fans are particularised. These are shown with prices for 15 in. to 
60 io. diameter with open or box blades. Tey are of the propellor 
ventilating type, and silent running, sele:tion of speed, efficiency, 
construction, invertibilitv, and the motor details are the six heads 
under which especial features areclaimed. It is claimed that a large 
volume cf air is moved by the Aston“ fin for a small con- 
sumption of energy. The fans aud frames аге very substantially 
builr. The "Aston'-Lundell is а most compact type of 
motor and mcst suitable for fau driving. Illustrations in the list 
show the motor separated from the fan, and also the component 
parts of which the motor is built up. The fan blades, except ia the 
larger sizes, are of brass, polished and lacquered. The motors and 
frames are enamelled slate colour. Thrust discs are provided, and 
the lubricatiog arrangements are such that any fau can be used 
either for horizontal or vertical disckarge, the motor in the latter 
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сазе being placed below the fan. Our illustration shows the motor 
used for horizontal discharge. Every fan before leaving the works 
is run horizontally for the first period of test, and vertically during 
the remaining period. Taere is claimed to be an absence of 
atraggling connection wires in these motors. Tte brushes are carbon 
of square section. This means that they do not require to be con- 
tinually reset ач copper bru-hes do, and being square they cannot 
turn round in their holderg and thus produce rattling and noise. No 
brush rockers are used, but the holes through which pass the four 
bolts attaching the comimutator bracket to the shell are slotted. 


This allows the commutator bracket, together with the brashes, to 
be turned round and set for sparkless running. Details of starters 
and speed regulators, output and input of fans, and usefultabulated 
shipping weights aud sizes of fans are given in the list. Pressure 
blowers for forced draught as made for a number of British battle- 
ships are also shown. 


Machine Tools, —We have received from the Jndustrial 
Press of New York a copy of Section A of the Mechanical Index, 
comprising machine tools, metal working machinery and accessories, 
machinists’ small tools, &c. We understand that the complete 
index will be an encyclopedia and list of manufacturers in the 
Uaited States of mechanical appliances and tools operated by 
steam, electricity, water, air, hand or foot power, carefully arranged 
under sub-headinga for quick reference. The price of Section A is 
$1, aud the date of issue May, 1902. 


Italy.—A company has lately been formed іа Milan, 
Italy, with a capital of 4160, 000, to establish large works for the 
manufacture of electrically-welded chains. 


What the British Consuls Have to Say.—Vice-Consul 


E. H. Boxer (Bander Abbas, Persia), in a recent report, states that 


the mercantile community of the port of Bunder Abbas consider 
that if the telegraph system of the Persian Gulf could be extended 
to that port, British trade would be greatly benefited thereby. 

Electric light has been introduced into the town of Z inte 
(Ionian Islands), the present Mayor—Mr. Macie — Consul Blakeney 
remarks, being a very energetic person. 

Consul-General St. John, reporting on the trade of Peru for the 
year 1901, states that the town of Líma is now entirely lighted by 
electricity, and electric light is extensively used in private houses 
in Lima, being supplied by three companies. The town of Arequipa 
is also lighted to a considerable extent by electricity, and companies 
are being formed for lighting Callao, Trujillo, and Chiclayo by 
electricity. Electrical plant is said to be imported chiefly from the 
United States, but notwithstanding the initial advantages possessed 
by the United States in the matter of electrical plant, Mr. St. John 
thinks it is a branch of industry which fully deserves close 
attention on the part of British manufacturers, a3 the demand for 
electrical plant throughout South America, where there is so much 
water-power, must, he is of opinion, eventually become enormuus. 
British machinery of that class, he states, is barely mentioned in 
Peru, while German dynamos and motors have been tried, but 
although well finished, they are looked upon as being teo com- 
plicated. It is also highly probable, Mr. St. John believes, that a 
demard for power transmission lines for various purposes must 
arise sooner or later, as the natural configuration of the ground in 
Peru can be turned to account for the development of immense 
power, at comparatively little cost. 

Telephonic networks, Mr. St. John states, exist ia the depart- 
ments of Lima, Piura, La Libertad, Arequipa and Ica. The total 
length of the wires is said to be probably over 3,000 miles. ` More- 
over, a number of applications for further authorisations to put up 
new installations have been made lately. Most of the telephonic 
appliances are now imported from S veden, only very small orders 
having been placed in the United Kingdom oa the grouud that the 
instruments and appliances made by British manufacturers are 
quite unsuitable for use in Peru. Inasmuch аз the demand for 
telephonic apparatus musf, in the near future, become very large in 
South America, Mr. St. John thinks this branch of industry may 
be deserving of more attention than it appears to receive at present 
in the Uni'ed Kingdom. 

Vice-Consul Reid reports that an electric light company has been 
formed for the purpose of lighting Trujillo (Peru). The company 
is said to have made the necessary contracts with the firm of 
Siemens & Halske, of Berlin, to supply aud erect the machinery 
and lighting apparatus. The motive power is to be obtained from 
a waterfall on the River Moche, near the village of Poroto, about 21 
miles from Trujillo. The waterfall, which is 180 ft., and acting on 
Pelton wheels connected directly with dynamos, is expected to 
generate an electric power of 200 xw., and this power is to be con- 
veyed to Trujillo on the triphase system. The installation, Mr. 
Reid thinks, should be all complete by December this year, when, 
doubtless, there will be some demand for electric appliances. 
Duriog 1901, he states, the Trujillo Telephone Company extended 
their connections to Ouizco, Huamachuco and Cajabamba, in all 
about 300 miles. Great difficulty is said to have been found at first 


on account of the electric storms which occasionally arise in those 


mountainous districts; now, however, the difficulties have been got 
over, and communication is said to be both safe and constant. What 
was at first regarded with terror, remarks Mr. Reid, is now in con- 
tiaual demand, and, besides the convenience, great advantages must 
accrue to business people from the use of this long-distance tele- 


phone. 


Oaly electrical machinery and apparatue, remarks Consul-General 
Murray, in his report on the iron trade of Poland and Lithuania for 
the year 1901, will have for some time to ba bought abroad. Steam 
engines, boilers, machinery, all iron necessary for building purposes, 
such as girders, &c., can bs supplied by works in Russia, and it is, 
he tbinks, certain that the import of iron will decrease continually. 
Referring t» the public works of the Warsaw Consular district, Mr. 
Murray states that a concession for the electric lighting of the town 
was granted to Messrs. Schuckert & Co., of Nurnberg, who, how- 
ever, have not yet started buildiog the plant. Of certain improve- 
ment3 on the Government railway lines, which it was proposed to 
effect last year, only very few were carried out, as the Government 
did nct assign the money for the purpose. The erection of electric 

lant on different stations, for example, was effected only in a few 
nstances, and the construction of new lines was completely aban» 
doned. The Caenstochowa-Herby line, which i$ to be worked with 
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electric traction, Mr. Murray reports, ів nearing completion, so that 
traffic is likely to begin in the autumn cf this year (1902). 

Electric hoists are to be erected on a new dcep water landing 
pier, which the Portuguese Goverr ment propose to construct at the 
port of Lourenco Marquis. The pier as projected, Captain Fritz 
Crowe, R.N., his Majesty's Consul-General at Lourenço Marques, 
reports, will be situated between the small C.F.L M. Railway pier 
and the Custom House, and merchardise will be discharged by tke 
electric hoists direct from the vessels to the platforms of the large 
warehousea, which are to be provided with the recersary sliding 
doors to facilitate as much as possible the entrance and exit of 
goods. 

The Telegraph system of Lcurer c» Marques, Captain Fritz Crowe 
states, remains much the same. Tte landline to Pretoria is in good 
working order, and the cable tystem of the Eastern Telegraph 
Company has throughout the year 1901 rendered excellent cervice. 
Trat, unfortunately, however, he s‘atcs is not the case with tho 
landline to Inhambate aud Gazaland, which in the rainy season 
and at cther times is constantly out of order. Reporting on the 
trade of Tete and district fcr the year 1901, Vice-Consul H. R. 
Wallis statcs that Tete is in direct communication with British 
Central Africa and Europe by means of tLe African Trans- Con- 
tinental Company's telegraph line, and with the East Coast Ly 
means of another service over the Portuguese Government line; the 
latter, Lowever, being carried on wooden poles and consequently 
subject to the ravages of insects, is only available at intervals for 
communication. Ап extersion cf this service, Mr. Wallis states, is 
being made to Zumlo, the mcet westerly town in Portuguese 
territory. 

Sir W. Е. Haynes Smitb, in bjs report on the telcgraphs in the 
Island of Cyprus for tbe усаг 19€0—1€01, states that the Eastern 
Telegraph Ccmpany, Limited, maintains a cable from Egypt to 
Cyprus, and landlines connecting (Ге six principal towrs of the 
island and tke Troccos Government quarters. The Imperial Otto- 
man Telegraph Acministratior, be states, Las also a cable to the 
coast of Aria Minor, but it has rct been in workirg order for tome 
time. 

Reporting on the trade cf the Corsular di:trict of Calais fcr the 
year 1901, Consul Payton remarks tbat on account of the glut cf the 
fruit and vegetable trafic at Boulogne in previous years, it was 
decided in the spring cf 1901 to divert the trafic to tbe Calais— 
Dover route so that advantage might be taken of, among othe- 
tbinge, the greater facilities for loading by electric aud hydraulic 
cranes. In coruection with the passer. pers ecrvice, he was given to 
understand that electric cranes were to be ccmpletcd early in the 
year, both at Dover and Calais, for direct transfer of luggage 
between train and toat, whereby it*was estimated that 20 miuu' es 
would be saved cn the journey between London and Paris. But, 
he remarka, the great desideratum із а syetem by which the wkole 
truck-lcad can be bodily transferred from train to bcat. Referring 
to the mail and passenger service between Calais and Dover, Consul 
Payton states tbat an instrument of the megapbore type, by a 
Belgium inventor, has recently Leen fitted up experimentally on 
two cf the British mail boats fcr the mı re perfect reccrdirg «f the 
distance and direction of tourcs cf fog-horn ard cther tiynals, 
while tke French beats are provided with powerful electiic pro- 
jectors, sending forth a lorg ard wide baud cf light in avy desired 
direction, with a tyetem of luminous signals fcr optic telegrapby. 
The production of tubmarire cables in tbe Calais Consular district, 
Mr. Paytcn reports, received a check last ycar cwirg to а fire at the 
Calais werke, but rotwithstancirg tb at, 1,6CO nautical miles cf cable 
were marufacturcd intbree montls for the Ferch Government. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations, —A nieeting of the 
Electrical Transmission Company, Limited, will be held at 7, East 
India Avenue, E. C., on July 15th to hear an account of tke winding- 
up from the liquidator, Mr. A. R. Clarke. 

Messrs. C. J. Cooper, S. W. Ccoper, and J. E. Wilkins (Cecil 
Ccoper & Co., electrical engineers, 14, Gloucester Road, South 
Kensington), have diesolved partrership. Debts, &*, will be 
attended to by the Messrs. Ccoyer, who will continue tle but ines 
under the old style. 


Trolley Standards and Weads,—Messre. Brecknell, 
Munro & Rogers, electrical and mecbanical engincers and founders, 
of Thrissell Stiect, Bristol, are manufacturing trolley standards 
such as are now being used оп electric сагв in London, Devonport, 
Sunderland, Yarmouth, Southend, Poole and Bristol, and a number 
of other places. Those used at Devonport, Yarmouth and Southend 
were supplied in connection with the Brush Electrical Ergineering 
Company's equipment They ате also supply ing a very light weigbt 
trolley head, in which both the wheel pin and swivelling bearing 
are automatically lubricated from a reservoir formed in the wheel. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Aston.—A IL. G. B. inquiry was held last week re the 
Council's propcsed loan of £52,436 for electric lighting. The 
Council has bad numerous applications from manufacturers asking 
when they would be able to be supplied with electrical energy, and 
all pressing on the Council the necessity for making such a 
provision. 


Blackburn.—The report of the seventh year's working 
of the electricity undertaking shows total receipts for the year 
£20,738, expenditure £13,808, interest and sinking fund charges 
£8,244; loss for the year, £1,052 13s. 11d. The generating costs 


have been reduced from 1:324. per unit last year to 101d, and the 
total cos'e, including management and distribution to the consumers, 
Fave been reduced from 178d. per unit to 148d. The electrical 
engincer, Mr. А. S. Giles, states in the report that, with the one 
excepticn of coa], all items in the costs compare favourably with 
other e'ectricity works. ‘I'he reason why the coal bill (£5,970) is 
во high is, that only part of the steara plant is worked condensing, 
and what vacuum is obtained on a portion of the plant cannot be 
maiutained for many hours on account of the cooling water rising 
to such a high temperature. Mr. Giles estimates tbat if condenting 
on all the plant had been possible, the saving in the coal bill would 
have been over £2,000. In this connection the engineer reiterates 
tbe urgent need for additional cooling towers. The deficiency on 
the works up to date is £2,492 4s. Gd. 


Blaenau Festiniog.—The district of Blaenau Festiniog 
has a large amount of water power running waste, and this in 
the midst of the large quarries giving work to and supporting 
over 23,000 inhabitants of the town and surroundirg villages. 
Close on three years ago, the “Yale Electric Power Company" 
was formed for the purpose of utilising and developing this 
water power, and thereby cheapening the production cf slates by 
supply ing tbe quarries with power for pumping, driving the slate 
mills, hauling and like purposes, as well as for lighting; and tho 
«nergy was further intended for lighting the public streets and 
cffices, and for private consumers. Electric power is tupplied at 
about ld. per unit. The Folty and Bowydd quarry, and the 
Lhe chwadd quarry, Lave already taken a supply, and the public and 
private lighting is supplied under an agreement with the Urban 
Council at 4d. per unit for 15 years. The water works and massive 
masonry dam and the main supply station are situated at Dolwen, 
on the River Barlwyd, which runs from the surrounding moun- 
tains Moelwy acd Foel Farlwyd. There is also a eub-station 
at Diphwys, Blaenau, where the pressure is reduced from 550 volts 
down to 230 volts forthe purpose of public lighting. Tke plant st 
Folty and Bowydd quarry, comprises several winding engines of 
from 8 to 150 н.р. each, electrically-.driren pumps, «с. At Llechwadd 
quarry there is al:o a plant which includes a mill The dyramos 
and motors supply erergy.at 5:0 volis for power purposcs, and at 
230 volts for lighting. The dynamos have becn runnirg for 
the last two years with great tatisfaction, and were supplied 
by the Sandycroft Foundry Company, Limited. There are 
now motcrs to the extent of 400 ир. actually connected with the 
mines, and a very large number of glow lamps, besices the 11 
arc lamps for lighting tbe street, and two railway stations. 
The batteries which are used during light-load times were sup- 
plied iby the Tudor Accumulator Company. At the opening 
ceremony Lord Newborough was accompanied by а distin- 
guished party, including Hon. С. Н. Wynp, Rug Corwen; 
Sir Henry B. Robertson, Pale; Mr. Thomas Jores, NM. I. C. E., 
London, Lord Newborough's agent and engincer to the Oakeley 
quarries, Festiniog; Messrs. Sydney acd Frank ‘Taylor, of the 
Sandycroft Foundry Company; Mr. T. Р. Osborne Yale, managing 
director of the Yale Electric Power Company, and otkers. The 
party inspected the plant at the two quarries, and thence 
procecded down the valley about two miles to the water- 
works and generating station, where his Lordship performed 
the ceremony of switching on the electric tupply to the Diphwys 
tub-etation. On reacbing Diphwys his Lordship went throvgh the 
ceremcny of starting the lighting machinery, to which he bad 
alheady switched on the tupply at Dolwen. 

In the evening an tanquet was held at the Queen's Hotel under 
tLe presidency of Lord Newtorougb, when there were over a hundred 
guerts, being maragers of the quarries in the district, and public 
officials, During the banquet Lord Newborough switched on the 
publicarc lamps, and declared the supply tothe public open. 


Blaydon.—At a meeting of the D.C. on 5th inst., a 
letter was received from the owners cf the Priestman Collieries 
offering to eupply the Ccuncil with electricity for 15 Jamps at 
Кожа. ів Gill, and nine lamps at Barlow. the Ccuncil to pay the 
firm £90 for Rowlands Gill and £60 for Earlow, and in the event of 
tre firm being stopped during the next five years from making euch 
distribution, tbe Ccuncil would be required to idemnify the firm to 
the extent of further 490 and 400 respectively. Tbe offer was 
accepted. 


Bloemfontein.— When the last mail to hard left, exca- 
vatiors were being carricd on adjoining the electric light generating 
ttaticn, to prepare for the additioral plant, which was expected 
daily. 


Bristol.— It has been decided to exterd the water- 
softenirg plant and to carry out other improvements at Temple 
Back, at an estimated cost of £2,915. 

The City Council on Tuesday discussed a report from the Sanitary 
Committee recommending an important extension of street lighting 
by arc lamps. The Council had already agreed to the extensicn as 
a matter of principle, and now discussed the detaila of the scheme. 
The extra lamps proposed number 365, and the additional cost over 
the present gas lighting will amount to £2,783 per annum. The 
lightirg will be, of ccurse, a great improvement on the present gas 
lamps. The discussion chietly arose on the claims put forward by 
districts not on the litt that they might be included, but the chair- 
man of the Committee explained that the present scheme was the 
result of a conference with the Electrical Committee, and further 
extensions must be left for the future. The report was adopted. 

The Electrical Committee have put up in College Green and Park 
Street for experimental purposes a number of Bremer lamps in 
place cf the older pattern. Their warm yellow glow has been 
qavourably commented upon, and it is thought that the Bremer 
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pattern may have a considerable chance of adoption in the extended 


scheme of street lighting. The consumption of electricity is said 


to be about half that of the older type of lamps, and the yellow 
light is rather the better of the two. 


Bridgend.—The South Wales Electric Light and Power 
Company on Tuesday commenced erecting a generating station at 
Bridgend. 


Cardiff.—The borough electrical engineer has reported 
to the E.L. Committee that for the year ended March 31st last the 
revenue has gone up from £11,153 to £15,515, an increase of over 
£4,400. The payments have included £8,255 works cost, £5,692 
interest and repayments, and the surplus balance to the credit of 
the rates is figured at £1,106. 


Colchester.—Colonel Smith, R.E., L.G.B. Inspector, 
held an inquiry at Colchester on the 5th inst. into the application 
of the Corporation for leave to borrow £8,500 for further electric 
light extensions. 


Coventry.—Major C. E. Norton, R.E., conducted an 
L.G.B. inquiry at Coventry on 9th inst. regarding an application by 
the Corporation to borrow £20,485 fcr additional electric lighting 
plant, and £2,000 for the purchase of motors for letting out on hire. 
The scheme submitted was for replacing the single-phase plant 
with a two-phase plant, and to increase the standard of the 
generator from 400 кз. to 600 Kw., to provide a duplicate and 
accessories necessitated by the re-arrangement of feed pipes, filters, 
and во forth. In reply to the inspector, the town clerk said the 
outstanding debt on the old plant was £1,015, whereupon the in- 
spector gave instructions that that amount would have to be deducted 
from the present estimate. With regard to the loan for the purchase 
cf motors, it was submitted that there was an increasing demand for 
electric motor power. There had been an unwillingness on the part 
of intending customers to purchase motors, and looking at the 
analogy of the gas undertaking, which hired out gas stoves for the 
purpose of increasing their custom, it was thought it would be a 
usefal thing to hire out motors. Mr. J. Н. Jeckell, Corporation 
electrical engineer, submitted a detailed statement of the proposed 
adoption of the two-phase system, and gave particulars as to the 
cost and advisability of the improvements. 


Cromer.—The Council is to raise a £25,000 electric 
lighting loan. | 
Dartmouth.—The Electric Lighting Company has 
undertaken to supply electricity for public lighting by August 15th. 


Dawlish.—Mr. J. A. Purvis, of Sidmouth, stated at a 
U.D.C. meeting that he would be glad to know if the Council 
would be prepared to consider an offer from bim for the introduction 
of electric light in the town. His suggestion was that his friends, 
Messrs. Crompton & Co., Limited, should put up and work a com- 
plete electric light installation at their own cost and risk, giving to 
the Council, if desired, the option of purchasing the undertaking at 
stated periods. The letter was referred to the General Purposes 
Committee. 


Dumfries.—At the monthly meeting of the T.C. on 
Thursday it was agreed by & majority of 16 to 6 to rescind the 
resolution adopted in September, 1900, when the Councilresolved 
that they would themselves carry through the electric lighting 
installation and not lease the contract to any company. Judge 
Currie, who made this proposal, said he did so in order tbat the 
Council might now approach the matter with perfectly free hands. 
Prof. Capper's report on his visit to Dumfries for the purpose of 
advising as to an electric lighting installation generally has not yet 
been received. 


Ealing.—The Corporation has decided to apply to the 
L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £7,881 for extending the feeder 
mains. 


Epsom.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held on Tuesday last 
into the application of the U.D.C. to borrow thesum of £10,282 for 
electric lighting purposes. 


Frome.—The Urban Council proposes to apply to the 
L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £16,400 for the purpose of installing 
electric light and power works. 


Germany.—At the commencement of the present year 
the central electric lighting station at Strasburg, Alsace, was 
supplying current to an equivalent of 82,311 (60,186) 16-с.р. incan- 
descent lamps, 1,208 (1,003) arc lamps, and 629 (493) electric 
motors. The figures in brackets represent the quantity being sup- 
plied at the beginning of the preceding year. 


Glasgow.— The following is an approximate estimate of 
the work of the Corporation electricity department for the 
year ending June 1st, 1902. "The figures are approximate only, but, 
compared with the previous year's deficit of £4,000 odd, they are 
encouraging. The total revenue to date for 1901—1902 is about 
£104,000, compared with £79,449 for the previous year. The total 
units sold are about 9} millions compared with 6f millions in the pre- 
vious year. A great saving in coal has been effected, this year's 
expenses in this item being about £14,000 compared with £19,607 
in last year's report. That this decrease is accounted for by cheaper 
coal is noted by the fact that the quantity of coal consumed remains 
about the eame, viz., 33,500 tons, so that while an increase is indi- 
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cated in energy sold, partly due to increased day load, the coal bill 
is actually less on account of economical working at the four gene- 
ratirg stations at Port Dundas, St. Andrew's Cross, Kelvinside and 
Waterloo Street. It must, of course, be remembered that the late 
Exhibition of 1901 was a good customer during this period. 


Halifax.—The Electricity Committee of the Hebden 
Bridge D.C. are taking steps to proceed at once to supply elec- 
tricity to the district, and they have sounded the Halifax Corpora- 
tion as to whether they can make any reduction in the charges 
agreed upon for the supply in bulk in October last. The Halifax 
T.C. on Wednesday last week declined "to vary the terms of 
supply." The fact is, says our correspondent, it is rather an 
inopportune time for the Hebden Bridge people to ask a favour of 
the Halifax municipality. Recent events have caused much irrita- 
tion at Halifax on the subject of supplying electricity and tramway 
facilities to the Hebden Bridge district. They are being mulcted 
in an expenditure of some £2,000 in having to take up and re-lay 
the cable from the electricity aub-station at Hebden Bridge to the 
centre of the village because it was not laid in accordance with the 
regulations of the Local Government Board. At last week's 
Council meeting the work was ordered to be done, the minute to 
that effect being cryptically worded as follows:—'' That the elec- 
tricalengineer be instructed to carry out the works necessary to 
bring into immediate use the cable laid to Hebden Bridge." 

A new apparatus to prevent run-backs is being tested on six of 
the electric tramcarsat Halifax. If it answers satisfactorily, all the 
cars will be fitted with it. 

The Corporation are experimenting with four “Flame” arc 
lamps at Warde End. It is stated that one of the reasons for the 
о! is that the current has been changed from alternating to 

irect. 


Hereford.—The Council last week adopted the report of 
the E.L. Committee, which reads as follows: 


1. Your Committee regret that the results for the last financial year are not 
so satisfactory as during the preceding 12 months. The profits made in the 
year ending March 25th, 190!, were not only sufficient to pay the interest on 
the capital, but to provide over £700 towards the repayment of capital, leaving 
only £85 to be borne by the rates. In the present year the surplus revenue, after 
providing for the interest on the debt, is only £407 10s. 6d., leaving £892 9s. 6d. to 
be provided out of the rates. 

Your Committee told the Council 12 months ago that they could not anticipate 
to report as favourably in the immediate future as on that occasion, but they 
had hoped to have had to ask for a smaller sum than that mentioned above, but 
part of the amount is due to exceptional expenditure, part to the rebate made 
to customers under the resolution of the Committee adopted by the Council 
rcducing the period of maximum demand from two hours to one, and partly to 
the greater economy of some of the consumers. E 

The quantity of current supplied up to the end of 1901 was in excess of that 
supplied in 1900 by nearly 30,000 units, but the consumption during the first 
quarter of this year shows a very slight increase over the consumption for the 
corresponding quarter of 1901. This is believed to have been caused principally 
by the remarkably fine bright weather in February. 

The financial results of the undertaking forthe year ended March 25th, 1903, 
are as follows:— 

Total units sold, 95,892, as compared with 86,098 units sold in 1900—1. 

Ol these there were charged at 


Units. f в. d. 
6d. per unit se es ee ee 66,749 ee °з ee es 1,668 14 6 
4d. per unit ee ae ee ee 20,022 ee eo ee e 889 14 0 
за. рег unit ee Ы е 6 ee 6,851 ee es ee ee 85 12 9 
9d. per unit ee ee eae ee 2,270 ee ee ee ee 18 18 4 
95,892 £2,106 19 7 
Less rebates on correction of consumers’ accounts. ee oe 4 B 1 
£2,102 16 6 
Meter rents as is ga “% ч à s T ЧА 94 6 5 
Sundry reccipts and portion of premium of apprentice ee ee 56 1 0 
| . £2,253 3 11 

Less discounts, being the reduction due to the alteration of the 
period of the maximum demand oe T ee T oe 129 9 4 
£2,128 14 7 

The working expenses for the year, including wages, salaries, oil, 
stores, coal, repairs, taxes, &0., were we os vis .. 1128 0 7 
Interest oe „ 0 ee ee ee ee ee ee oe 693 8 6 
£1,716 4 1 
Leaving a profit towards repayment of the capital of oe 1» 407 10 6 


Ilford.—The U. D. C. has resolved to borrow from the 
Prudential Assurance Company a further sum of £2,500 for the 
electric light undertaking. 


Italy.—The Prefecture of the Province of Cosenza has 
awarded a concession for a catchment of water on the Cardone of 
200 litres per second destined to drive an electro-hydraulic installa- 
tion for the purpose of lighting the town of Cosenza. 


Kimberley.—The Town Council recently received an 
intimation from De Beers to the effect that on the latter completing 
their central power station, they would be in a position to supply 
electric power to the Council at 5d. per unit, and to private 
customers at 6d. At the present time the Council are supplying 
the light themselves, and are just now considering a scheme for the 
extension of the work. The proposals were, however, referred to a 
committee. 


Kroonstad.—The Municipality have been authorised to 
borrow £25,000, of which sum £10,000 is to be devoted to electric 
lighting. 


Russia.— The municipal authorities of Astrakan have 
just invited tenders for the establishment of a central electric light- 
ing station in the town. 16 is primarily to have a capacity of 150 
arc and 6,000 incandescent lamps. 
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Leatherhead.—The U. D.C. bas transferred its prov. 
order to the Leatherhead and District Electricity Supply Company. 


Leigh.—The annual report of Mr. J. Foster, electrical 
engineer t5 the Corporation, states that the capital expended up to 
date is £17,373. No money has teen spent during the year in 
‚терага to new extensions except an instalment of £1,000 on the cost 
of the new steam dynamo. The length of mains laid on March lst 
last was 5 miles 1,625 yards, the number of services laid during the 
year being 49. There are now 128 consumers with 9,403 8-0 P. 
lamps and 52 motors, 150,610 units being sold, and 438 supplied 
free for a public clock. The maximum load was 140 xw. Mr. 
Foster continues: “In commenting upon the progress made during 
the year, I can only ау that this is highly satisfactory, being 96 per 
cent. over the previous year. There is a net profit of £80 18s. 5d. 
on the year’s working, as against a loss of £101 10s. 2d. in 1901 and 
a deficit of £586 0s. 8d. in 1900." 


Maritzburg.—Tenders were lately invited for certain 
electrical machinery and fittings for the local public works depart- 
ment yard. 


Monmouth,—The high tension cables have been renewed 
by Messrs. Siemens, and details have been arranged in connection 
with the new plant. 


Motherwell,—The T.C. has decided, owing to the satis- 
factory result of the бг: year's working, to reduce the price per 
unit for illumination purposes from 5d. to 4d, and for power 
up to 500 unils from 24d. to 2d.; to consumers of over that 
amount the price will be reduced to 14а. The total cost of the 
lighting scheme has been £35,156, and the income derived during 
the first year just ended has amounted to £3,036. 


Redditch.—A deputation of ratepayers waited upon the 
Urban Council on June 8rd relative to the noise, vibration and 
smell at the electric light generating station. A petition signed by 
about 100 inhabitants of the district ‘declared that the nuisance 
caused serious damage to property, and one owner threatened 
to apply for an injunction unless the nuisance was abated. 
The Council promised that the matter should receive prompt 
attention. 


Rhyl—The U.D.C. has passed a series of resolutions 
authorising the borrowing of £14,640 from the Prudential Assurance 
Company for electric lighting. 


St. Helens.—At the monthly meeting of the T.C., Alder- 
man Beecham, chairman of the Electric Supply and Tramways 
Committee. stated that the profit from the department last year 
was £260 net. The number of units sold by the company last year 
was 600,000, which gave a revenue of £6,094. The increase of cur- 
rent sold was 38 per cent., and the increase of receipts 5 per cent. 
The current supplied for lighting had risen from 211,000 units to 
267,000, and tke revenue had increased by 30 per cent. The 
increase of revenue from current supplied for motors had been 83 
per cent. The cost of production had been further reduced, being 
lO4d. per unit. The average price received was 2°12d. per unit. 
The street lighting had been much improved, and the B.O.T. had 
sanctioned the use of overhead wires to transmit power to works. 


St. Petersburg.—The three electric light companies in 
the Russian capital have recently concluded an arrangement 
whereby all competition with regard to future clients will be 
obviated. Each company will retain its existing customers, but 
will not encroach on the others' districts. At the commencement 
of the present year, the station of the Socicté d'Eclairage Electrique 
de St. Petersburg was supplying current to an equivalent of 222,741 
10-c.P. incandescent lamps as compared with 183,790 at tho begin- 
ning of the preceding year. 


Southampton.—The L.G.B. have forwarded their formal 
sanction to the borrowing of £32,500 in connection with the pro- 
posed new electricity station on the Western Shore. 


Sunderland.—The Corporation has now been supplying 
electricity for seven years; it was subsidised out of the rates to the 
extent of £2,669 during the first three years, then the undertaking 
commenced to pay, and for the last four years the gross profit has 
been £4,015. Out of this sum there has been repaid to the rates all 
that had been taken from them, and there remains a surplus of 
£1,346 after seven years’ working. This is considered to be very 
satisfactory for a municipal undertaking. The staple industries at 
Sunderland are shipbuilding, engineering, and dock work, and the 
utilisation of electricity, except for lighting purposes, is small. A 
large engineering firm there has, however, applied for electrical 
energy for driving various machines, but has offered a very low rate 
per unit, at which the committee is quite unable to supply it. The 
borough electrical engineer, Mr. J. F. C. Snell, and the chairman of 
the committee, Alderman Bruce, have been going into the question 
of how far the whole of the very extensive shipyards on the Wear 
could be supplied at a low cost, yet profitably. A scheme is being 
formulated for submission to the Committee to carry this into effect, 
which will include the construction of district stations and the 
utilisation, to some extent, of the three-phase system. The present 
output for all purposes is about 2} million units per annum, and 
under the proposed scheme it will be about 44 million units. The 
scheme is based on the assumption that the current can be supplied 
for motor purposes much more cheaply than at present, and when 
the scheme is carried out to its full extent, it will bring about a 
general reduction of coet to all consumers alike. 


Swindon.—The Guardians have decided to light their 
workhouse by electricity, and have engaged an electrical engi- 
neer, of Manchester, to cirry out the work. His estimate for 
laying down plant is £1,897, the annual cost of maintenance being 
£230. This will effact a saving of about £100 a year, as compared 
with the cost of gas. | 


Tunbridge Wells.—The Lighting Committee recom- 
mended, and the T.C. has agreed, that application be made to 
the L.G.B. for sanction for au additional loan of £10,000 to be 
borrowed by the Council from time to time as required for electrio 
lighting extensions. This is on account of the progress the under- 
taking is making. 


Wakefield.— The electrical engineer has advised the 
Corporation to borrow £55,000 for extensions to the electricity 
works. The question has been referred to a sub-committee, 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Barcelona,—At the recent meeting of the Barcelona 
Tramways Company, held in London, Mr. J. B. Concanon told the 
shareholders that during 1901 they carried 33,787,925 passengers, 
an increase of 5,827,000, or 21 per cent. over 1900, that increase 
being carried on an increased mileage of 42 per cent. Mr. Concanon 
said that there was no tramway in Europe with 11 miles of street 
that carried anything like the number of passengers per mile of 
street. The best indication of the company’s progress was the 
receipts per mile, and these had increased from 7,°,d. to 73d. For 
the first four months of 1902 the receipts per mile һай risen from 
under 7d. for the corresponding period, to a shade over 8d. But 
with that enormous increase in passengers, the receipts bad not 
grown in proportion, owing to the adoption of jd. fares over some 
portions of the system, with the view of driving omnibus com- 
petition off one of the best lines. This they had succeeded in 
doing, but the average fare was probably lower than any in the 
United Kingdom, viz., only a shade over jd. per passenger. An 
extension to Bonanova, 14 miles, has been carried out, and is paying 
very handsomely. 


Batley.—A commencement has been made in connection 
with the Corporation’s electric tramway scheme, which is being 
carried out with the object of connecting the outlying portions of 
the borough with the centre of the town. The length of the line 
will be about 5 miles, and for a considerable distance at Staincliffe 
the metals will be parallel with the B E.T. Company's line from 
Dewsbury to Heckmondwike and Cleckheaton. There will be a 
single track practically the whole length of the route, but pass-byes 
will be provided at convenient points. At present steam cars run 


between Dewsbury and Gomersal, passing through Batley and 


Birstall. This system is to be electrically equipped, and connected 
at Batley with the Corporation's scheme, and at Dewsbury with the 
Traction Company's lines. Satisfactory progress is being made with 
the latter company’s undertaking in the Dewsbury and Ravens- 
thorpe districts, and the laying of cables and erection of standards 
will be commenced at an early date. An agreement has been come 
to between the Dewsbury Corporation and the Traction Company 
for the supply of energy for Dewsbury, Ravensthorpe aud Thorahill, 
and it is now reported that termg have been practically arranged 
between the company and the Batley Corporation with respect to 
the supply of energy and running powers over each other's lines. 


Bilston, Willenhall, &e. — The British Electric 
Traction Company are now making considerable progress with the 
construction of the electric tramway in these districts. The line 
from Bilston to the boundary of the Urban Council's districts has 
been laid and electrically equipped ; whilst the line from Willenhall 
to the boundary of that Council's district has also been laid, but the 
poles and electrical equipment have yet to be put up. Nothing has 
been done up to the present in order to connect these two populous 
districts with Wolverhampton, though negotiations between the 
company and the Corporation are in progress with the object of re- 
storing communication. 16 is hoped that in a few weeks’ time the 
trams will be running on these lines as well as on that between 
Bilston and the Fighting Cocks on to Sedgley and Dudley. 


Clydebank .—An arrangement has been come to between 
the Corporation of Glasgow and the burgh of Clydebank, whereby 


the former agrees to work the Clydebank Tramways Order fora 


period of 42 years. The cost of the provisional order is given as 
about £1,000. The cars are to be running in about three months’ 
time. 

Doncaster.—On Monday last week the Mayor opened the 
first section of the municipal electric tramways. The section runs 
from Station Road to Balby and Hexthorpe, and other lines will be to 
the Race Course, Bentley, Wheatley, and Hyde Park. The plans 
and estimates for the construction of the various lines, car sheds, 
&c., have been prepared by Mr. W. H. R. Crabtree, the borough 
surveyor, under whose supervision the whole of this portion of the 
work has been carried out. "The original estimates for the electrical 
equipment were prepared by Mr. J. N. Shoolbred, as consulting 
engineer. The specifications for the electrical equipment were pre- 
pared by Mr. C. A. L. Prusmann, the then electrical engineer, butnow 
of Swansea. Since he left Mr. Wm. Wyld has had sole charge of the 
work. The Corporation has let nearly every branch of the work by 
contract, but carried out the excavation, concreting and laying of 
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the track by their own workmen, and these have been under the 
supervision of Mr. Tench. The rails are of steel in 60 ft. lengthe, 
4 ft. 84 in. gauge, 94 lbs. per yd , centre grooved with diagonal ends, 
coupled at rail ends by fishplates and sole plates, and beld in posi- 
tion to cross ties, and holding down plates and bolte, bedded in the 
concrete at 6 ft. invervals The Grey Friars car shed, built by 
Messrs. Н. Arnold & бор, of Doncaster, is 800 ft. long, апа will 
accommodate 20 cars, but only 15 will be required in the early 
stages. The cars and trucks were supplied from Preston by Mesers. 
Dick, Kerr & Co. The estimated cost of the undertaking is 477, 00, 
but the actual cost up to date is, of course, considerably less than 
this. The section opened on Monday last week has been inspected 
and passed by Major Druitt, of the Board of Trade. 

At the opening proceedings, Councillor Smith, chairman of the 
Tramways Committee, presented a key to the Mayor, ard eaid they 
had met to open the first two routes of their light railway system. 
After referring to the scheme in some detail, he said that all the 
` contractors bad given the Committee general satisfaction. He 
would also like to say how indebted they felt to their officials for 
the cheerful spirit that had characterised them tl rough all their 
work—their town clerk, Mr. Crabtree, and Mr. Wyld, electrical 
engineer, who had had the responsibility of carrying out the elec- 
trical equipment. d. um, дй A 

The Mayor, in declaring the sheds and the tramways open, said he 
hoped the tramways would bea paying concern. . EU 

On the proposition. of Alderman J. F. Clark, seconded by Coun- 
cillor Manwaring, the Mayor was thanked fcr his services. 

Councillor Dowson presented a miniature controller tò Councillor 
Smith, the chairman of the Tramways Committee, and spoke vcry 
highly of his services during the progress of the work. Mrs. Beaton, 
representing Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., presented a silver-mounted 
controller to the Mayoress and Mrs. Smith, and the former (Mrr. 
Windle) controlled the first car. The three cars, containing the 
members of the Corporation and the invited gueste, made a very 
successful run over the prescribed route. The cara were decorated 
with the national colours in honour of the peace declaration. 

Later, the Mayor entertained a large company to Juncheon at the 
Mansion House, and a short toast list was submitted.: During the 
afternoon and evening the tramways-were open to the public and 
10,553 persons paid for travelling over the two routes. The speed 
allowed by the Board of Trade is from 6 to 10 miles an hour, and 
the cars are being run from 5.30 in the morning until 11 o'clock at 
night. 2 г 


Glasgow.—Although the annual report for the year 
ending May 31st, 1902, is not yet issued, the following figures may 
be taken as pretty accurate, says our correspondent, as they have been 
obtained from an authoritative source К | 


19CO—1901. 1991—1902. 


Total 
Receipts £481,872 £512,794 
. Passengers .. ' .. «ik СТ 182,€00,000 163,600,000 
Miles of track (double) open at end 
of financial year АР T oe 434 524 


Number of cars. Sex, ues zs . 880 480 
The car-miles run for week ending June 7th, 1502, amounted to 
248,760, compared with 212,768 for the same period in the preceding 
year. The first week's returns of year 1902—3 show an increase of 
£584 compar. d with the same week in 1901—2, in spite of the fact 
that since June let, 1902, it is possible to travel five 4d. stages, as 
compared with four, for 1d. | i r 

Consequent upon tbe appointment of Mr. Hamilton to the 
managersbip of Leeds tramways, Mr. Dalrymple, accountant to the 
department, is promoted to the new post of deputy manager, and 
receives an increase in his salary from £450 to £550; Mr. L. 
McKinnon, formerly of purchasing staff, is to be traffic superintendent, 
with a salary of £350; Mr. D. T. Liddell to be outside traffic super- 
intendent, with а rala:y of £300; Mr. W. Clark, the engineer, 
receives an increase from £550 to £600, while Mr. Michael В. Field, 
the chief electrical engineer to the department, is raised from £450 
to £500. 

An arrangement bas been come to between the Clydebank 
authorities whereby Glasgow obtains the lease of the tramways in 
that burgh. The County Council has approved of the Corporation 
running the cars along the roads under their jurisdiction between 
Glasgow and Kirkintilloch. The Scotstown extension has now been 
open for a weck. 


Hornsey.—The Middlesex C.C. have given the D.C. 


formal notice cf intention to proceed with the construction of the 
light railway along Archway Koad and Great North Road after two 
months from June 26th. 


Leigh.—At the last meeting of the Tramways and Elec- 
tricity Committee of the T.C. the Tramways Sub-Committee re- 
ported that at the request of the South Lancashire Tramways 
Company they had had an interview with the directors with respect 
to the construction by the company of further tramways within the 
borough, and that the company had undertaken to submit their 
proposals in writing. The borough surveyor presented a report on 
the advantages of a double-track system of tramways, together with 
a statement showing how the financial relations between the Cor- 
poration and the County Council in respect of main and secondary 
roads would be affected by the adoption of (a) a single-track 
system; and (ф) a double-track system. Consideration of the report 
and statement was deferred. A Sub-Committee reported that they 
had ascertained from a number of consulting engineers the terms 
upon which they would undertake to advise the Council in connec- 
tion with the construction of tramways within the borough and the 
obtaining of the necessary statutory powers therefor. Tney were 
5 to appoint a consulting engineer for the purposes 
named, 


‘Liverpool city engineer. The 


Light Railway Progress.—Sir Francis Hopwood's 
report on the proceedings of the Light Railway Commissioners up 
to the end of last year shows a steady extension of transportation 
facilities under the 1896 Act. During 1901 Mr. Gerald Balfour's 
department confirmed 49 orders and rej2cted three, whilst 15 were 
passed on to the present year. To December 31st the total number 
of applications to the Commissioners, including amendings, was 
379, of which the Board of Trade confirmed 143. All the applica- 
tions did not, of course, go up for confirmation, as Lord Jersey and 
his colleagues rejected 81, and 51 were withdrawn by the promoters. 
The origiral schemes covered 3,660 miles, and involved about 
£27,360,000, but those finally submitted to Mr. Gerald Balfour 
represented only 1,340 miler, and rot quite £8,880,800. The 
monetary assistance granted under the statute during the past year 
included £55,850 in free gifte, and £28,000 on loau at 3 or 3] per 
cert. or without interest, but those sums embody readjustments of 
money previously voted.— Financial Times. 


Liverpool.—The construction of the short length of 
electric tramway track which is to form the connecting link 
between the Liverpool electric tramways system and the line of the 


Lancashire Light Railways, at Knotty Ash, is now being vigorously 


proceeded with. The length of route track to be constructed is 
about a mile and oae-thirl. Тае intention is to have the 
length completed by Coronation Day. The work is accordingly 
being carried on night and day under the direction of Mr. Brodie, 
| point at which the new line will 
join the Prescot line at Kuotty Ash is slightly over 44 miles from 


the Liverpool Town Hall. . 


London.—The L. C. C. Embankment Tramway pro- 


posal, to which we have referred several times lately, was last 


week before the House of Commons, and after some discussion the 


Bil! was ordered for third reading. A motion was moved by Mr. 


Whitmore to. insert a clause providing, “That it should not be 


lawful for the Council to constract any tramway touthward of the 


southern boundary of ће premises No. 6, in the precinct of tte 


Savoy, upon the deposited plans," but the voting was only 106 in 


favour of this new clause, and 176 against. - 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.—At the meeting of the City 
Council on the 4th inst., the monthly report of the tramway traffic 
was submitted, and showed that the trams had carried 2,344,705 


passengers; the receipts had been £10,527, or. equal to 10:81d. per 


car mile. Mr. W. Cail, the chairman of the Tramways Committee, 


said that the passengers carried equalled 104 times the popula- 
tion, and the average weekly receipts of £2,632 were £176 above 


the returns for the previous week on which he based his last state- 


ment to the Council. 


Northampton.—The Tramways and Electric Light Com- 
mittee has carefully considered the offer of the Northampton 


‘Electric Light Company to supply current for tramway purposes а$ 


144. per unit. The Committee said it would be more advisable for 
the Corporation to erect a generating plant of their own. 


Oldham.—The Tramways Committee have decided to 
give the Oldham, Bury and Rochdale Steam Tramways Company a 


week's notice to cease running in the borough. On termination of 


the lease, the Corporation allowed the company to run from the 
boundary at Royton to the centre of the town at.a weekly rental, 
but now the surveyor is ready to go on with the work of conversion 
to the electrical system. This is the last section of the old tram- 
ways to be reconstructed. With the exception of one or two routes 
all the sections in the town have been completed, or the work is 
nearing completion. 


St. Helens.—A long list of conditions on which goods 
traffic would be permitted on the tramway lines in St. Helens, 
which аге the property of the Corporation and leased to the St. 
Helens Tramways Company, was drawn up at a meeting of the 
Electric Supply and Parliamentary Joint Committees last week. 
The list was adopted at the subsequent monthly meeting of the 
Council. The principal conditions are that as regards traffic 
originating or terminating in the borough of St. Helens the 
rates to be charged should not in any case exceed the lowest 
rates for the time being charged for the same class of goods 
on any part of the system of the South Lancashire Electric Trac- 
tion and Power Company; that without the consent of the Cor- 
poration, the cars should not be heavier when fully loaded thau 
16 tons, or 3:2 tons on any one wheel. The minimum quantity 
entitling the company to electricity at 1d. per unit should be 
1,000,000 units, the price being 13d. per unit until that quantity 
had been reached. The company are to reimburse the Corporation 
in respect of the cost of repairs, renewals, maintenance, &c., to the 
extent either of id. per car-mile or 3d. for each unit used for goods 
traffic, in addition to the scale price fixed for current in the lease 
of 1898 as modified. There is to be no running of goods traffic on 
Sundays, and the company are to pay proportions of the groes rate 
per ton per mile charged in respect of the goods carried by the com- 
pany or any other company, leaving working arrangements with 
them—during the first five years 24 per cent., during the next five 
years 5 per cent., during the next five years 10 per cent., and during 
the remainder of the lease period 20 per cent. 


(Continued on page 987.) 
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CARDIFF CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. 


(Continued from page 946.) 

THE switchboard is of the standard Ferranti pattern, and 
consists of:—Ten feeder panels each of 600 amperes 
capacity, two return feeder panels each of 1,500 amperes 
capacity, one positive booster panel, one negative ditto, three 
panels for motor-generator and battery, one Board of Trade 
panel, four 300-Kw. generator panels, two 900-Kw. ditto, 
and four panels for controlling the supply of current for 
private and public lighting and power purposes, each of 
these panels having a capacity of 1,000 amperes. 

On the front of the board there is a table standing out 


There is an independent switchboard for controlling the 
works’ lighting. | 

In the boiler house there are at present fixed four Lanca- 
shire boilers, 30 ft. x 8 ft., with provision for three more 
of similar size. These three boilers are at present being 
delivered. The boilers were supplied by Messrs. Musgrave 
and Sons, Limited, and аге made for a daily working pres- 
sure of 150 lbs. per sq. in. Each boiler has two flues, with 
five cross tubes in each. 

The boiler fittings were supplied by Messrs. Hopkinson, 
and are of their latest type. 

At the rear end of each boiler there is a superheater of 
the Musgrave type, so arranged that it can easily be re- 


FBRRANTI DiRECT-CURRENT SWITCHBOARD. 


. from the board 2 ft. 6 in., upon which the field regulating 

and motor starting switches are placed, the resistances being 

below the board. There are also four panels on the front of 

the table for controlling the works motor-generator, battery 
regulating cells, &c. | 

There are two independent sets of main bus bars for con- 
trolling the traction and lighting loads. Each of the bars 
has a section of 6 sq. in. 

All the switches are designed for a current density of 60 
amperes per 8q. in. of contact area. 

Each panel is fitted with &n automatic circuit breaker of 
the Ferranti pattern, and the various instruments are of the 
edgewise pattern. The recording instruments were supplied 
by Messrs. Elliott Bros.; the watt-hour meters are of the 
Thomson type. There are three Weston illuminated-dial 
voltmeters at each end of the board for lighting and trac- 


tion purposes. 


moved for inspection, the steam in the meantime going 
direct to the main steam range. 

At one end of the boiler house there is a Green econo- 
miser consisting of 288 pipes, built into a bye-pass from the 
main flue. The scrapers are driven electrically. 

The mechanical stokers, steel coal bunkers, ash conveyor, 
and elevator were supplied by Messrs. T. and T. Vicars. 
The stokers are of the coking type, and shoots are taken 


to each from the coal bunkers above. The ash conveyor is 


of the screw type, working in a trench in front of the 
boilers and independent of the blow-off trench. The elevator 
is fixed at one end of the boiler house. The general 
arrangement’ is such that a minimum amount of fuel 
handling is necessary. 

The coal is brought direct from the colliery, and passes 
over the railway siding from the main line. It is weighed 


on a weighbridge at the entrance to the power station site, 
F 


` 
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and the trucks are delivered into the coal bunker building, 
where the coal is either put into the coal bunkers over the 
boilers or into the storage room below, which runs the full 


CENTRE POLES IN CATHEDRAL ROAD. 


length of the building, and is connected to the boiler house 
by sliding doors fixed opposite to each boiler. The fuel is 
only used from this store when hand firing is necessary. 

The ashes are withdrawn from the fires, dropped 
through grids in the floor of the boiler house to the con- 
veyor, and delivered into a hopper at one end, when they 
are taken up by the elevator and delivered either into rail- 
way trucks or carts. 

There are two feed pumps at present fixed in the pump 
room, and a third one on order. The pumps were supplied 
by Messrs. G. & J. Weir, of Glasgow, and are of their 
vertical direct-acting type, each capable of delivering 6,000 
gallons of water per hour ata pressure of 160 lbs. per sq. in. 

The whole of the steam, exhaust, injection, and overflow 
pipes, and also the auxiliary and feed pipes, were supplied by 
the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical and Engineering Company, 
Limited, of London, who have also on order the pipe exten- 
sions for the two large engines and three boilers. This firm 
also supplied the central gangway and switchboard gallery in 
the engine house. . l | 

The steam pipes are made of best wrought-steel, and the 
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is also а 7-in. bye-pass to the superheaters. The main pipes 
are coupled up to suitable water separators at each end of 
the boiler house. There is a large expansion bend in the 
centre of the range. 

The main range in the engine room consists of two 14-in. 
pipes, supported by the central gangway. This range is 
coupled up through separators at either end to the boiler 
house range by 14-in. pipes. There are also expansion bends 
and separators in the centre of the engine house range. The 
steam branches to the engines are 6 in. in diameter. 

The whole of the separators are drained. through Geipel 
steam traps, delivering into a main drain pipe, which runs 
back to the cooling pond. The whole of the valves were 
supplied by Messrs. Hopkinson, of Huddersfield. 

A duplicate system of 4-in. auxiliary steam pipes is pro- 
vided for the pumps, with separators and drains. 

The whole of the steam pipes, as well as the engine 
cylinders, are covered with non-conducting cement, and 


SIDE Роге CONSTRUCTION IN MINIAN Roap. 


finished off with planished steel, with bright steel bands at 
the joints. 
The cast-iron exhaust pipes are carried the full length of 


either side of the engine room, and are supported by means 


of brackets and hangers immediately below the crane gantry. 
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A, Cir. bkrs.; в, Ammeter; с, D.P. sw.; р, I.D. voltmeter; E, w.-h. meter; r, sw.; c, Fuse; н, Throw-over sw.; 1, Field switch; з, Lamp; к, Res.; 
L, V.m. sw.; M, Starting res.; N, Vmtr.; o, P, Reg. res.; Q, Ser, par. sw.; n, Battery sw.; s, Polarised ammeter; T, Auto. cut-out; v, 12-way sw.; 
" on sh w, Plug cons.; x, Bus bars; v, Rec. amtr.; z, Two-way D.P. sw.; 4, B, Throw-over sws.; c, S.P. sw.; р, Lightning arrester; , 

icking coils. 


MAIN SWITCHBOARD; DIAGRAM OF 'CONNECTIONS. 


The pipes at one end of the room are 12 in. in diameter, 
increasing to 22 in., with 12 in. branches to each engine; 
18 in. branches are provided for the large engines on order. 


other pipes of cast-iron. The main steam pipes in the 
boiler house are 18 in. and 14 in. in diameter, S are coupled . 
to each boiler by means of a 7-in. branch, from which there 
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There is an automatic valve between the main exhaust and 


each engine. 
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the pond through valves. The injection water is taken 


from a point where the water is coolest. 


DovuBLe-DEcK BocrirE CAR. 


The injection and 
overflow pipes are а "T 
fixed below the 
engine room floor 
level and coupled 
up tothe condensers. 
The injection pipes 
are 12 in. diameter 
and !} in. thick, 
with flanges 1} in. 
thick, and the over- 
flow pipes аге 20 iu. 
in diameter, reduced 
to 18 in. 

There is a dupli- 
cite system of feed- 
water pipes, of cast- 
iron, which deliver 
to the boilers either 
direct or through 
the economisers. 

The blow - off 
pipes for the boilers 
are fixed in a trench 
in front of the 
boilers, and deliver 
into a tank at one end, from whence 
the water is pumped up into the brook, 
the boiler house being below water level. 

A complete system of drain pipes from 
all parts of the station is provided to 
deliver the water into the cooling pond. 

The engine room floor is chiefly con- 
structed of cast-iron plates, which can by 
easily removed for getting at the pipes, 
&c., with mosaic work around each 
engine and at one end of the room. 

At the front end of the buildings a 
large cooling pond is being constructed, 
the capacity being over one million 
gallons. The pond is being made by 
the Public Works Department of the 
Corporation under the directions of the 
borough engineer, who is carrying out 
the work in a very substantial manner. 
The whole construction is of concrete. 


. The water from the condensers is delivered 


into.à hot well at one side of the pond, 
and is led away by a trough with hurdles 
to the far side, to another well, from the 
bottom of which it is delivered into 


The pond is divided into two sections 
by means of a substantial wall, so that 
one-half at a time can be shut off for 
cleaning purposes. If, at some future 
date, cooling towers are found to be 
necessary, they can be built over the 


pond. 

The lighting of the power station, 
which has been carried out on a large 
scale, was done by the staff of the electric 
lighting department, under Mr. Ellis. 

А complete set of engine room 
signalling apparatus is fixed, con- 
trolled from the switchboard gallers, 
there being three illuminated signal boards 


at different points of the room—one at 


either end, and one below the central 
gang way. 
Cardiff is an ideal town for tramways, 


being practically flat ; there are only four 


gradients in the whole system, the 
worst of which is 1 in 20. On the 
other hand, the tramways are handicapped 
to some extent by very low railway 
bridges, nec2ssitating the reduction of 
head room icside the cars, and on two 

routes the use of 

single - deck cars. 


DovuBLE-DrcKk SINGLE TRUCK CAR. 


Fortunately, on the 
main route to the 
docks, where most 
of the cars run, it 
has been possible 
to lower the road- 
way 15 in., giving 
sufficient headroom 
under the bridge 
on this route for 
the use of double- 
deck cars. The 
sharpest curve on 
the system is of 40 
ft. radius. 

Girder rails have 
been used, having 
a weight of 100 lbs. 
per yard. The rails 
are 45 ft. long and 
6] in. in depth, 
with a 7 in. flange ; 
the groove of the 
rail is 1 } in. wide x 


SiNGLE-DEeck Boaix CAR. 
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1} in. deep. The rails are laid on a concrete bed 11 in. 
deep and 18 in. wide, the depth of concrete under the other 
portions of the track being 8 in. | 

The rail joints аге made by fishplates weighing 64 lbs. 


CARDIFF 
CORPORATION 
TRAMWAY S. 


ElecRev— 


ELECTRIC SWEEPER. 


per pair, with six 1-іп. bolts and patent lock nuts. The 
joints are further secured by soleplates, 2 ft. x 11 in., 4 in. 
thick, secured by four single and two double clips, with 3 in. 
bolts and nuts. The tie bars used were specially designed 
by Mr. Harpur, the borough engineer. 

The depth of the rails being 6] in., and that of the 
paving bricks only 4 in., enables the rails to be buried in 
concrete to a depth of 21 in. 

The first batch of rails was supplied 
by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., and tbe 
second by Messrs. Bolckow, Vaughan and 
Co., of Middlesbrough. The points and 
crossings were supplied by Messrs. 
Askham Bros. and Wilson and Messrs. 
Hadfield, both of Sheffield. 

The track is paved almost entirely 
with wood blocks, with composition 
blocks between the tracks, where centre 
poles are used. The wood blocks are 
Jarrah wood and redgum ; the timber is 
delivered in bulk, and cut up into 
blocks at the Corporation’s saw mill. 
To reduce the wear and tear on the 
wood blocks at the sides of the rails, 
chilled iron paving blocks are laid 
alternately with the wood blocks. 

The track construction was commenced 
on the new routes in December, 1900, 
the work being done for the Tramways 
Department by the Public Works 
Department of the Corporation. 

The lines belonging to the Cardiff 
Tramways Company, Limited, were 
purchased for the sum of 450, 000. 
The Corporation also took over 52 cars 
and 342 horses, for which they paid 
£15,644. There stil remains to be 
paid to the company the sum 
agreed upon for the purchase of three 
depots. 

The borough engineer carried out the reconstruction of 
the lines, and on May Ist 11 miles were opened for traffic, 
whilst the whole of the 12 miles was completed on May 16th, 
in one month less than the time guaranteed. 

The track is double-bonded at each joint with a Chicago 


and Plastic bond, Neptune bonds also being used ; it is croas- 
bonded every 80 yards. 
The whole of the overhead equipment,.as well as the 


bonding, has been carried out by the men of the tramwavs 


department under Mr. Ellis, the pole. 
brackets, bases, &c., being also designed 
by him. The equipment is very solid 
and substantial; flexible suspension ts 
used throughout. 

Centre poles are used chiefly, but side 
poles with bracket arms and span wire 
construction are used on some of the 
routes, where the streets are not 
sufficiently wide for centre poles, although 
double track is laid. Specially heavy 
materials have been used, including 00u 
trolley wire, supplied by Messrs. Back 
and Manson, agents for Messrs. Roebling 
and Sons. The hangers are made of 
best gun-metal, with ł in. insulated 
bolts. None of the ears are less than 
18 in. long, and they were specially 
designed by Mr. Ellis to give extra 
strength ; they vary in length up to 
36 in. The insulation is of the Aetna 
type. The line materials were supplied 
by Messrs. К. W. Blackwell & Co., cf 
London. . 

The span wire consists of seven strands 
of No. 12 S.W.G. galvanised steel wire, 
whilst the guard wires are of 12 
No. 16 strands. 

Steel taper poles in one section have 
been used, with heavy cast-iron bases, 
6 ft. high. Whilst heavy materials bave 
been used, they do not in any way detract from the appear- 


ance of the construction, which is considered to be light, and 


elegant. p 

Three types of cars are in use, viz., double-deck four- 
wheel cars with a wheel base of 6 ft., double-deck bogie cars 
with maximum traction trucks, and single-deck bogie cars 
with maximum traction trucks, the wheel bases being 4 ft. 


SPECIAL. WORK AT TRIANGULAR JUNCTION. 


The four-wheel cars carry 52 passengers each, 22 inside and 
80 outside. The staircases are of the double or broken 
type, with a platform half way up. The overall length of 
these cars is 28 ft. 6 in. over the collision fenders, with 
platforms 5 ft. 9 in. The internal length of the car body is 16 ft. 
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On account of the low bridges, the overall height of the cars 
from the rails to the trollcy plank-is 9 ft., in order to leave 
6 ft. clearance from the trolley plank or upper deck to the 
underside of the bridges.’ On this account it has only been 
possible to get an internal headroom of 6 ft. 

The double-deck bogie cara are similar in every way 
except in length, the overall length over collision fenders 


Cross-SEcTION or TRACK. 


being 34 ft. 6 in., and inside саг body 21 ft. 4 in. The 
roof seats are in both cases of the garden type. ‘They carry 
68 passengers—30 inside and 38 outside. 

The single-deck bogie cars carry 34 passengers each, and 
the length over collision feeders is 33 ft. 6 in.; the internal 
length of thecar body is 24 ft. 4 in., the platforms at either 
end being 3 ft. 9 in. | 

The internal finish of the three types of cars is very hand- 
some, the double-deck cars having flat roofs, whilst the 
single-deck cars have clerestory roofs. The woodwork is 
chiefly light and dark oak, and the ceilings three-ply bird’s- 
eye maple, divided into panels by oak mouldings. All inside 
reats are lath and space, no cushions being used. It may be 
added that all the cars have steel under-framing. 

The lighting of the cars is also done on a generous scale. 
The double-deck bogie cars have eight 16-c.P. lamps inside, 
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with two roof lights, and the usual dash and canopy lights, &c. 
‚ The four-wheel cars are similarly lighted, with the exception 
of there being only six internal lights of 16 с.р. The single- 
deck cars have eight internal lights. | AB 1E 
All the cars are provided with illuminated distribution or 
route indicators, made by tbe British Electric Car Company, 
of Manchester. Each car bas also a ruby leakage lamp at 
either end. | | 
(To be concluded.) 


~  . ELECTRICO TRACTION NOTES. 
(Continued from page 95 2.) 
Salford.—4A third fatality last week proved the inad- 
quacy of the life-guards on the electric cars. It is expected that 
within a short time all of the cars will be equipped with an im- 


roved form of lifeguard invented by the tramways manager, Mr. 
k. Hatton. | | 


Singapore.—The Straits Legislati ve Council have passed 
a Bill for the introduction of electric tramways in the capital. 


South Africa.The Cape Argus, in congratulating 
Durban upon the initiation of its system of electric tramways, which 
bave involved the expenditure of a quarter of a million of money, 
the financial success being a foregone conclusion even at minimum 
charges, says it is an object lesson too late for Cape Town, but 
should be invaluabie to Kimberley, Johannesburg, Bloemfontein, 
and other large centres of population where electric tramways are 
looming ahead. 


Southport.—In addition to the annual report of the 
Soathport Electricity Estate, which shows a net profit of £1,682, 
the annual report of the Tramways Estate is now published, and 


shows a net lossof £40. The proportion for repairs and renewals is 
19d. per car-mile, compared with 21d. at Bradford. In Southport 
the salaries are 17d, compared with 25d. at St. Helens. The great 
drawback to the Southport Electricity Estate is the amount of 
money required for interest and sinking fund. At Southport the 
capital expenditure amountsto £162,811, а sam of £27,165 having 


been added during the past year. Whilst the gross profit on a capital 


expenditure of £162,811 ів £10,704, or 7:24 per cent., the net profit 
is £1,682, or only 104 per cent. The great increase in the year is 
in the supply for trams, which accounts for 43 per cent. The 
ordinary consumers have accounted for an increase of 9 per cent. in 
the units sold. The cost of running the trams ів £9,500; the interest 
and sinking fund require £6,200, with the result that the gross 
income for the year of £16,018 is £122 less than the gross expendi- 
ture and interest, and even allowing the £81 profit which the trams 
made in the first nine months, there yet remains а deficit for the 
year of £40. There are at present 26 electric cars and two horse 
cars available for the service. Three of the new cars are fitted with 
the Tidswell patent life-guard, and one with the Newton patent 
life-guard. | 

Wolverhampton.— Our local correspondent says that 
the line from Queen Square to Newbridge (Tettenhall) has now 
been completed. Trial trips were made on Saturday and on 
Sunday, and they were bighly successful—tbe distauce outward and 
homeward being covered without a hitch. It is the subject of 
general comment that nearly every box on the line from Etting- 


shall Road to the Exhibition has, during the past fortnight, been 


opened, and something done at them. Quite an army of men have 
been seen engaged in the early morning and during the day at this 


work, first passing along one line and then the other. The pro- 


ceedings are watched with curious interest, and the question natu- 


rally asked is: “ Who pays for all this?” Ata recent meeting of 
‘the Tramways Committee there was a notice on the agenda which, 


if carried, would have empowered Mr. Shawfield, the borough elec- 


trical engineer, to make certain altorations to the skate on the 


electric cars, with the object of improving the same. This led to 
an animated discussion. General Manliers felt that if the engi- 
neer were allowed to interfere with the cars or the skates during 
the test, it would be equivalent to the Corporation violating 
the contract with the Lorain Company, and committing the Cor- 
poration to an acceptance of the system. This being so, the 
legal aspect of the question was referred to the towa clerk 
fur his consideration. At the Council meeting on Monday, 
the town clerk submitted Col. Yorke's report on his inspection of 
the lengths of line from Bilston Road to Coleman Street. The 
inspection took place on April 26th. The Inspe^tor says:— 


The tracke, including the surface contact boxes, are well laid and in good 
order. The mode of construction has already been fully described by me in 
my A dated January 20th, 1902, and it is unnecessary for me to repeat the 

escription. 

The remaining portions of the tramways referred to in letter from the Cor- 
poration, dated March 26th, have not yet been completed so far ав the electrical 
equipment is concerned, and I therefore did not inspect them. 

Ahne shsrpest curve on the route inspected is the corner between Darlington 
street and Waterloo Road, where the radius of the innermost rail is only 


п d The steepest gradient is in Queen Square, and has an inclination of 
1 in 19. 


The interval between the tracks on this curve is increased to 8:2 in., which is 
sufficient for all cars except those fitted with the American life-guard, to 
each other with safety. But so long as the American life-guard remains 
t is desirable that cars shall be prohibited from passing each other on this 
our ve. i 
The colonel makes a number of recommendations as to stopping 
places and as to speeds, and then proceeds: 

The сата have already been described by me in my report of January 20th, 
but the Corporation &re now fitting the cars with the Wilson and Bennett life 
guard, which is 3 ento: 

The experience of the Lcrain system gained so far in the section already 
opened for traffic is encouraging. No accidents have occurred, and improve- 
ments in the details of the apparatos have been introduced. 

Subject, therefore, to the restrictions of speed, and the conditions already 
enumerated being observed, I can recommend the Board of Trade to certify the 
tramways as fit for trafflo for a period of 12 months. 

I also had attention drawn to two short lengths of tramway in the nature 
of sidings in Lichfield Street and Coleman Stree’. These are not authorised by 


the Act of 1899, and cannot therefore be certified, but I see no objection to 
em. 


Stirling.—The following suggestive note has been sent to us 
by our Stirling correspondent : —“ In the neighbourhood of the town 
of Stirling, one of the most popular tourist resorts in Scotland, full of 
historical interest and association, there is at present a fine field for 
the introduction of an electric tramway system. At present the 
towns of Stirling and Bridge of Allan on the north side are con- 
nected by a horse tramway, but to the south side of the town, in 
which there is the village of Bannockburn and a rapidly growing 
district immediately beyond, there is no railway accommodation, 
and only a very limited service of 'buses. In this neighbourhood 
the coal industry bas increased of late with astonishing rapidity, 
and there are prospects that in the near future mining operations 
will be carried on to a still greater extent. For this large and 
increasing population, Stirling is the centre, and within easy reach. 
The route will be greatly improved immediately by the construction 
of anew highway which the Corporation of Stirling has already 
commenced. The existing tramway stops where this new road 
begins on the Stirling side, and runs from that point to Bridge of 
Allan, a distance of about 34 miles. The Town Council of Stirling 
have the option of purchasing the portion of this line lying within 
the burgb, and as they may now take advantage of this option, the 

recent is а very favourable opportunity for arranging with the 
ocal authorities. The route from Bridge of Allan to the new dis- 
trict beyond Bannockburn covers a distance of about seven miles, 
and there is almost a continuous range of residences along the 
whole route. As to the supply of power, there need be no difficulty 
in arranging with the Corporation of Stirling, whose electrical 
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power station is situated about midway between the extreme points 
of the suggested tramway system. The plant is of modern con- 
struction, and a large extension now being completed is designed 
with a view to the supply of energy for tramway haulage. The 
whole position 1з of very great importance to tramway syndicates, 
апа no doubt full information would be got through the town clerk 
of Stirling.” 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Anglo-French Telephones.—An agreement has been 
made between Francc and Great Britain for extension of telephonic 
communication between the two countries. It will be possible 
henceforth to telephone between all the large cities in the two 
countries. 


Bournemouth Telephones.—A special committee has 
been appointed to consider the question of a municipal telephone 
service for the borough. 


German Atlantic Cable.—The result of the working 
operations for the year 1901 of the German Atlantic Telegraph 
Company, shows after meeting expenditure and providing for 
depreciation, a surplus of £60,491, as compared with £28,089 in 
1900. It is proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 44 per cent. on 
the paid-up capital, as against 2 per cent. in the preceding year. 
The board of supervision will submit a proposal at the general 
meeting to be Leld on the 30th inst. to raise £1,000,000 by the 
issue of 4 per cent. bonds, in order to provide the means for the 
construction of a second cable. 


Persian Telegraphs.— The Persian Government has 
begun erecting the new telegraph from Meshed to Birgand. 


South African Cables.—The Eastern Telegraph Com- 
pany, Limited, notified that the shore end of the interrupted cable at 
Cape Town was temporarily restored on May 31sf, since which date 
there had been no delay to Cape Town. The landlines in Cape 
Colony were, a week ago, stated to be in thorough working order, 
and as the repairing steamer had arrived at Cape Town, the 
temporary repair of the shore ends of the cables was to be made 
permanent. 


Telegraph Wire Export Trade.—So far as the year 
has gone, the export trade of the country in telegraph wire and 
apparatus connected therewith has been remarkably quiet. The 
shipments during the past month only reached a value of £36,423, 
which compares with £245,333 in the corresponding period of last 
year, and £395,808 in May, 1900. For the five months ending with 
May, tbe exports have only amounted in value to £840,319 as 
contrasted with £1,623,312 in the corresponding five months of 
1901. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLBES. INTERRUPTED, REPAJBED, 

Latakia-Cyprus .. es - ee ee .. June 20, 199 .. 
Puerto Plata-Martiniqu vis .. May 30,1902  .. 
Trinidad-Demerara No. 1 .. Aug. 27, 1901 
St. Lucia-Martinique .. “+ oe .. May 7, 1902 ès 
St. Lucia-St. Vincent ee ee eo ee May 1, 1902 0 
St. Lucia-Grenada m m ра T .. Мау 7, 1902 
Dominica- Martinique. oe oe ee ee May 5, 1802 
Guadeloupe- Martinique oe oe .. Мау 5, 1902 - 
Hong Kong-Manila .. ed oe . June 8,1902. .. June 10 

LANDLINES : 


Route ría Hanekin on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 24,190 . ee 
Communication with Tientsin and Taku ria 


Helampo ‚> s ae ai T .. June 18,1900 .. 
Al lines Siberian Michailo - Semenowskol - © 
Lougowaia  .. А * .. June 8, 1902 .. June 9 


Tunbridge Wells Telephones.— It is stated that the 
L. G. B. has sanctioned the Council's proposed £15,600 loan for 
extensions to the telephone system. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—A telegram from New York 
states that the Marconi Company has completed its new station at 
Bridgehampton, Rhode Island, and expects to complete the primary 
station at Cape Cod, and be ready for despatching wireless messages 
across the ocean by June 22nd. 

The American Steamship Line are installing Marconi wireless 
telegraphy apparatus on the St. Louis and the St. Paul. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Austria,—"eptember Ist. Тһе municipal authorities 
of Klausenburg /Kolozsvar), Siebenbürgen, are inviting tenders 
until Beptember 1st, for the establishment in the town of a central 
station for electric lighting and power purposes. Tenders are to be 


sent to Bela Fekete Nagz, Kolozsvar, from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


Bermondsey.—June 16th. Main switches, cut-outs, 
distributing boards, electrical fittings, shades, conduite, &с. Ses 
“ Official Notices" May 30th. 


Birkdale.—June 14th. Wiring of the Town Hall and 
fire station. Particulars from J. F. Keeley, accountant to the 
U.D.C. 


Blackpool.—A year's supply of carbons fer the elec- 
tricity works. See Official Notices" to-day. 


Bootle.—June 20th. The School Board wants tenders 
for the installation of electric light in the Bedford Road Board 
School, Bootle. Specification, &c., from Mr. F. К. Wilson, clerk. 


Bournemouth,—June 23rd. Station and саг дери 
lighting and wiring motors, also testing instruments and accessories 
for the Corporation tramways. Вее '' Official Notices” to-day. 


Bristol,.—June 20th. Pumps, weter softener, filters and 
pipework for the electricity department. See “ Official Notices” 
June 6th. 


Bury.—June 24th. Construction of permanent way for 
tramways. Particulars from Mr. A. W. Bradley, borough engineer 
and surveyor. 


Chili.—The Chilian Government proposes to construct a 
cable connecting Punta-Arenas and Puerto-Montt. Particulars 
concerning the proposed undertaking can be bad by those interested 
from the Chilian legations in the various capitals. 


Genoa.—June 20th. The Times says that the Board of 
Trade have received through the Foreign Office a despatch from his 
Majesty's Consul-General at Genoa, notifying that tenders will be 
received up to 11 a.m. on the 20th inst. for the supply of electric 
lanterns and lamps for use on board Italian warships, to tbe 
estimated total value of 39,823 lire (about £1,555), to be delivered 
at the Royal Arsenals of Spezia, Naples, Venice and Taranto. 
Tenders will be opened simultaneously at the General Directorates 
of the Royal Arsenals above mentioned, a deposit of 3,980 lire 
(about £155) being required to qualify any tender. A copy of the 
specification, together with a translation thereof, may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. 


Hungary. — September 1st. The authorities of 
Kolozsvár, in Hungary, want to introduce electricity for lighting 
and power purposes. See “ Official Notices” May 9th. 


Ipswich.—July 5th. Engines and dynamos, storage 
battery, overhead hand travelling crane, feeders, mains, &c., 
permanent way construction, and arc lamps. See “Official Notices” 
June 6th. 


Launceston (TASMANIA).—September 15th. The Cor- 
poration wants tenders for polyphase generating, transmitting, 
transforming and distributing apparatus, reconstructing existing 
plant, enclosed arc lamps, &c. See “Official Notices " May 23rd. 


Leigh.—The electrical engineer to the Corporation has 
been instructed to obtain tenders for the supply during the year 
ending June 30th, 1903, of electricity meters; electric motors; 
house service boxes; manhole frames and covers; and 22 yds. of ү, 
house service cable. 


Little Woolton.—June 20th. Laying and jointing of 
cables, supply and fixing of junction boxes and lamp connections, 
and supply of lamp fittings. See '' Official Notices" June 6th. 


London, S.W.—July 31st. The War Office wants ten- 
ders for a self-propelled lorry (oil) See Official Notices” April 
25th. 


Manchester,—June 14th. Line materials for overhead 
equipment, trolley wire, &c. See '' Official Notices " June 6th. 


Nuneaton.—June 18th. One water-tube boiler and 
connecting pipework. See '' Official Notices” May 30th. 


Romford.—June 30th. The U. D.C. wants offers for 
the construction and maintenance of electricity supply works. See 
“ Official Notices " to-day. 


Rotherham.—June 17th. Tramway and lighting 
feeders, mains, &c., Lancashire boilers, and steam dynamo. See 
' Official Notices May 30th. 


Stalybridge.— July 7th. Three 500-Kw. steam-driven 
three-phase alternators; three 50-Kw. continuous current exciters; 
ermanent way, bonding and cable conduits for tbe Stalybridge, 
yde, Mossley, and Dukinfield Tramways aud Electricity Board. 
Bee Official Notices to-day. 


Stockton-on-Tees,—June 17th. Boilers, condensing 
plant, steam dynamo, switchboard, mains, &c. See ‘Official 
Notices" May 30th. 


Stretford.—June 18th. Tenders wanted for boilers, 
superheaters and economisers, tteam dynamos, condensers, pumps 
and mains. See “ Official Notices " May 23rd. 
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Sunderland.—July 10th. Permanent way, overhead 


equipment and cables for the Corporation tramways department. 


See “Official Notices " to-day. i 
Sydney.—July 23rd. Complete system of high and low 


pressure cables, and of arc lamps for street lighting, fcr the 
Municipal Council. See Official Notices " to-day. 


Valparaiso.—September 1st, Construction and equip- 
ment of electric tramways. Further particulars from the Chilian 
Consulate. 


 Warrington.—June 18th. Tramcars, with electrical 
equipments. See “ Official Notices” May 30th. 


Wellington (Salop).—June 25th. The U.D.C. invites 
applications for a lease of its electric lighting powers. See 
% Official Notices June 6th. 


West Ham.—50 double-deck electric cars with equip- 
ments, for the Council. See “Official Notices" June 6th. 


Worksop.—June 17th. Low tension cables and joint 
‘boxes for the U.D.O. See “Official Notices” June 6th. 


OLOSED. 


Belfast.—The following is a list of the tenders sent in 
for lighting the Scottish Provident Buildings. Mr. John Woodside 
is the consulting engineer :— 


L. B. Mollan & Co. .. - ii T E .. £560 0 0 
National Electric Wiring Company, Limited .. 55810 0 
Gilmore & Co. .. АЕ T E: we € . 541 0 0 
Richard Patterson & Co. ees ° ee ee ee ae 510 0 0 
Stanley Johnston ee e T x .. 482 0 0 
William Coates & Son, Ltd. (accepted) m .. 490 0 0 


Blackburn.—The tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Com- 


pany, for the supply of steam dynamos, with engines by Messrs. 
Willans & Robinson, has been accepted at a sum of £18,137. 


Carnforth.—The Carnforth Hamatite Iron Company 
have decided to instal one of Messrs. Willans & Robinson's 
standard compound engines for direct coupling to a Mather and 
Platt dynamo, for supplying power to their works. 


Chesterfield.—The British Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company, Limited, have just received an order from 
the Bolsover Colliery Company, Limited, Chesterfield, for a com- 
plete polyphase electric power installation. The power will be 
used principally for hauling and pumping purposes in the colliery 
work iugs. | 

Glasgow.—The Corporation have accepted the tender of 
the British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited, for switchboard 
extensions (lighting) at Coplawhill tramways sub-station for the 
sum of £933. The highest tender was about £1,300. 


Liverpool.— The Corporation have accepted the tender of 
Messrs. Willans & Robinson, Limited, for three 1, 500-H. p. engines 
for direct coupling to Siemens dynamos. The firm have also 
received an order for three 1,500-H.P. engines from the B. T. H. 


Company for direct coupling to three-phase alternators, also 


intended for the Liverpool Corporation. 
Liverpool.—The Forest City Electric Company have 


received the contract from the British Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company, for the copper bonds, and hydraulic 
bonding tools, for the Mersey Railway. 


London.—The London County Council received the 


following tenders for the wiring and fitting of the Euston Road 
fire brigade station :— 


D. Assersohn (accepted) .. ae ee - . £26810 0 
Lawrence & Co. " P» T vs Wa es 828 0 0 
Jackson Bros... s > es T ee „ 852 3 6 
W. Mossop & Co. oe ee ee ee ee ee 857 0 0 
С. Cooper & Co. SEC 9. се. Саш” 1% ee 8151007 
А. Goldsmith & Co. oe oe ee oe ee ee 400 0 0 
Wakelin & Co. T i ee .. 597 0 0 


The undernoted prices were submitted for making a trial boring 
for water at the power station to be erected at Greenwich, the 
depth of the boring being assumed at 300 ft.. 


Le Grand and Sutcliffe (accepted) .. 84 in. bore hole .. £810 
Merryweather & Bons ce ee ee 9 n. „ [1] ee 395 
С. Isler & Со. is ss as s 10 in. „ 495 .. 545 
Dowcra & Co. ee °з ee ee 9 in. ($) 97 ee 592 


South  Wales,—The South Wales Electrical Power 
Distribution Company have accepted the tender of Mesars. Willans 
and Robinson, Limited, for three engines of 3,000-н.р. each, and 
for several of smaller size for their Pontypridd station. 


Wallasey.—The Tramways Committee has accepted the 
tender of Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. for five cars at £571 each, and a 


pin track sweeper, water car and detachable snow sweeper, 
a , 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Friday, June 13th.—At 3.30 p.m. Physical Society. Meeting at 
the National Physical Laboratory, Bushy House, 
Teddington. 

At 9 p.m. Royal Institution. Extra Friday evening 
discourse will be delivered by G. Marconi, M.I.E.E., 
on “ Тһе Progress of Electric Space Telegraphy." 

Saturday, June 14th.—At 2 p.m. North of England Institute of 

| Mining and Mechanical Engineers. General mecting 
to be held in the Wood Memorial Hall, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

At 8 pm. Grand Bohemian Concert of the Electrical 
Trades Union, at Finsbury Town Hall, Rosebery 
Avenue, W.C. 


NOTES. 


Our June 27th Issue.— We shall be glad if all our 
readers, contributors, advertisers, and other friends will take 
special note of the fact that, in consequence of Coronation Holidays, 
our issue for Friday, June 27th, will appear on Wednesday 
morning, June 25th. All material intended for that issue should 
be in our hands two days earlier than usual. 


The American Pacific Cable Scheme.—The Central 
News says that the House of Representatives has rejected by 108 to 
71 the Bill enabling the Government to construct a trans- Pacific cable 


The Fire at the G.E.C.—We tender to the General 
Electric Company, Limited, and tothe relatives and friends of all 
those humble workers who lost their lives or who suffered in any 
way through the terrible catastrophe which occurred at 67, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C., on Monday afternoon last, our most sincere 
sympathy. Astothe actual cause of the fire nothing is officially 
announced as yet. There have been 10 deaths, the majority being 
due to suffocation, but many persons were injured either from 
that cause or through jumping from the fourth floor window. It is 
a hard thing to have to write, but there is little doubt that most, if 
not all, of the victims might bave peen saved but for the short- 
comings of the Fire Brigade authorities, who had nota sufficiently 
long escape at hand. 

We are asked to publish the following letter :— 


Dear Sir,—The General Electric Company (1900), Limited, wish 
to express their unqualified regret at the terrible results which 
attended the fire at their premises on Monday the 9th inst., and to 
state that they are taking steps to give this sentiment practical 
shape. 

They would also like to take this opportunity to convey to their 
friends and customers their thanks for the many expressions of 
sympathy received in letters, telegrams and personal inquiries, and 
to inform them that the part of their premises which was involved 
is small. Business will be carried on exactly as before, and it is 
hoped that if at first one or two delays may have occurred, the firm 
will receive indulgence on this account. 

Hoping you will give this letter publicity, 

Yours faithfully, . 
THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Company (1900), LIMITED. 
M. Brno, Managing Director. 


We understand that the Fire Brigade of the G.E.C. were playing 
on the fire within less than one minute after receiving knowledge 
of the outbreak. Their efforts were doubtless of great value in 
keeping the fire from assuming even more serious} proportions, and 
they were only relaxed upon the appearance of the regular Fire 
Brigade. The inquest is to be held ina few days, and in the absence . 
of definite knowledge as to the cause of the outbreak, we refrain 
from any further comment. 

When questions as to this disaster came before the L.C.C. 
meeting on Tuesday, the chairman of the Building Act Committee 
said, according to the Times of Wednesday, that no certificate of the 
sufficiency of the means of escape from these premises in case of 
fire had been granted. He was informed that two buildings were 
involved. On the second and third floors of the building burnt 
there were about 20 persons. On the fourth floor the number would 
be about 20 also. On the fourth floor there was no communication 
between the eastern and western building. It was nota new work- 
shop, and was not on the Home Office factory list, and had not been 
inspected by the officers. No particular attention had been called 
to this building. The ground and first floors were in the occupation 
of & shipping firm, which did not employ many people, whilst the 
second, third, and fourth floors were occupied by the electrical 
company; and in buildings of this class, where there were two 
separate occupants, the difficulties of providing means of escape from 
fire were greater than in ordinary cases. 


Municipal Electric Launches.—An evening paper 
says that the L.C.C. bas revived its project for the establishment of 
a fleet of electric launches on the River Thames. It is proposed 
that there should be a service at 15 minutes' interval all the year 
round between Hammersmith and Greenwich. The fleet will 
consist of 30 boats, and the capital expenditure (including the 
&cquisition and improvement of the piers) is put down at £328,000. 
The annual cost of maintaining the service is estimated at £98,960. 
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Obituary.—We regret to have to record the death of 
Mr. Wilfred D. Bailey, A. M. Inst. C E., M. I. E. E, and M. I. M. E., which 
took place at Buenos Ayres on December Ist last. Mr. Wilfred D. 
Bailey, who was born on February 15th, 1867, was the fourth son of 
Mr. John Bailey, who began his connection with Messrs. Silver and 
Co., in 1848, and who, as resident manager of the Silvertown Works 
for over forty years, has been во intimately associated with their 
growth from very small beginnings to their preecnt vast manu- 
facturing output. In the engineering stops at Silvertown young 
Wilfred D. Bailey, after leaving school, served five years’ appren- 
ticeship, qualifying himself in the various branches of civil 
engineering. In 1888 the subject of this notice went out to Buenos 
Ayres as assistant at the India-Rubber Company’s branch in that 
town. The post afforded scope for turning to account his engineering 
education, and also gave bim an opportunity for acquiring a 
thorough knowledge of business. Mr. Wilfred D. Bailey served 
seven years in this position, and then in 1895 set up on his own 
account in conjunction with Mr. L. Walker as electrical and general 
engineers, under the style of Bailey, Walker & Co. His early 
engineering training at Silvertown, combined with the business 
experience gained in tho company's agency, were now of great 
service to him, and the firm soon acquired a leading position in its 
particular branch of industry. "There was every prospect of a 
highly successful future, when following shortly on bis partner's 
death Mr. Bailey himself contracted typhoid fever, and after three 
weeks’ illness, though considered convalescent, suffered a relapse 
and died. At the time of his death Mr. Wilfred D. Bailey bad 
only reached the age of 34, and the popularity of his genial and 
kindly character was attested by the number of friends—close upon 
2(0—who assembled at his funeral, and by whom his loss will be 
deeply felt. The deceased leaves a widow, but no children. 

By the death of Sir Daniel Cooper this country has lost another 
of its distinguished Colonial statesmen and an interesting per- 
sonality. For many years past he had occupied the position of 
chairman of the Electric Construction Company, Limited, of 
London and Wolverhampton. Death cccurred at Sir Daniel's 
London residence, and in his 81st year. 


Persona]l.— Mr. J. W. Kempster, on leaving Messrs. 
W. H. Allen, Son & Co., Limited, Bedford, where he has been chief 


electrician for 14 years, to take up a similar position with Mesers. 


Harland & Wolff, of Belfast, has been presented by the members of 
the firm with a collection of Sheffield plate over 100 years old, 
while from the staff he received two etchings by Rone. During 
his connection with Messrs. Allen, Son & Co., Mr. Kempster bas 
had 280 vessels in his bands for installing electric light, including 
the Oceanic and the Celtic. 

The Kimberley Borough Council has selected from 14 applications 
for the appointment of electrical engineer, Mr. J. M. Lambe, of 
Rondebosch, at present chief assistant electrical engineer to the 
Cape Peninsula Lighting Company. 

We read in an exchange that Mr. Robert Miller, of Wellington, 
N Z., has been appointed electrical engineer for the Gore Eorough 
Works in Southland. | 

According to the Daily Mail, the Accademia dei Lincei, of Italy, 
has decided to give Mr. Marconi a prize of £400 as a reward for 
his improvements in wireless telegraphy. 

Mr. Arnold G. Hansard, A. M. I. E. E., after many years of service 
with the Brush Electrical Engineering Company, during which 
time he has held various responsible poste, including the directing 
of traction contracte, and formerly the direction of all their elec- 
trical designing (in succession to Mr. W. M. Mordey), bas now left 
them to take up consulting work. He has taken an ссе at 92, 
Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 


Appointments Vacant.— A teacher of electric lighting 
and power transmission is wanted for two nights a week at the 
Acton and Chiswick Polytechnic, Bedford Park ; half a dozen per- 
manent way inspectors are wanted by the Stalybridge, Hyde, Moss- 
ley and Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board; shift 
engineer (£125) for Blackpool electricity works; station superin- 
tendent (£175) for Blackburn works; five assistant superintendents 
in the Indian Government Telegraph Department, at Rs. 4,200 
per year. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers.—Mr. Balfour 
has appointed the hour of 12, noon, on Wednesday, 18th inst., for 
receiving the deputation on the subject of electrical enterprise, at 
the offices of the Board of Trade. 


Electrical Trade Section of the London Chamber 
of Commerce.—At the annual meeting of the London Chamber 
of Commerce held on Tuesday at the Cannon Street Hotel, Lord 
Brassey in the chair, the report, which was adopted, stated tbat 18 
meetings of the Electrical Trade Section and its committees were 
held during the year in connection with a number of important 
questions affecting the electrical industry. The report of the 
matters dealt with was referred to in these columns a few weeks 
ago. 

E.E.R.E. (V.).—According to the new volunteer regula- 
tions, the volunteer electrical engineers are required to put in 18 
attendances during the first year and in every subsequent year 
until qualified. The obligation on qualified men is 18-attendances 
for those who are in camp annually for only six days, and six 
attendances in other cases. Unqualified men may go into camp for 
eight days continuously or two periods of four days each, and in the 
case of qualified men six days. A volunteer of the Corps of 
Electrical Engineers will not be deemed efficient unless he possesses 
a competent practical knowledge of at least one of the electric 
lighting subjects specified in the regulations. 


Illumination Device.—An extremely neat and eco- 
nomical attachment has been devised by Mr. W. A. Walton, London 
Road, Gloucester. The sketch explains itself ; a plain iron stamp- 
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ing screwed to a batten is used, in conjunction with a lampholder 
which is attached to the stamping by means of the shade-carrier. 
s point is that the lampholder is ‘‘good stock,” and can be sold 
after usc. 


L.C.C. and the Retention Money Under Contracts.— 
The General Purposes Committee stated at Tuesday's meeting 
of the L.C.C. that the engineer had drawn attention to the 


inconvenient operation of Standing Order 200 in the case of 


contracts for machinery. This standing order, which deals 
with payments under contracts, is as follows:—“ In the case of 
contracts not exceeding &1С0,000, instead of requiring the con- 
iractors to furnish sureties for the due performance of their con- 
tracts, payments should be made at the rate of 80 per cent. of the 
value of permanent work executed, until the amount due in respect 
of the contract, and remaining unpaid, shall be equal to 10 per 
cent. of the amount of the contract price ; after which the full value 
of the further work certified by the superintending officer shall be 
paid. In the case of contracts of £100,000 and upwards, special 
arrangements shall be made. Certificatcs shall be given by the 
superintending officer not ofterer than once a month. One-half of 
the zetention money shall be paid on completion of the work, and 
the balance at the expiration of tLe period of maintenance." The 
engineer pointed out that in the case of machinery the work could 
not properly be considered as permanent" until it had been 
delivered, erected and tested; in other words, until the contract 
was completed. "This meant tbat a contractor would have to spend 
very large sums of money before he received any advance what- 
ever on accouut of work done, and probably many firms would be 
hindered from tendering. It was, therefore, proposed by the Com- 
mittee that payments under contracts for machinery should be made 
as follows:—50 per cent. on delivery, 25 per cent. after tke 
machinery has been erected, 15 per cent. after trial or test, and the 
balance after the expiration of the prescribed period of main- 
tenance. A recommendation to this effect was carried. 


A Scandal which Everybody Admits.—In the evidence 
given on Electrical Legislation before the Committee of the Insti- 


- tution of Electrical Engineers, Lieut.-Colonel Crompton expressed 


some strong opinions upon the municipal consulting engineer 
fraternity when he said, “It was a matter of common knowledge 
that a very large number of junior and ill-educated men are acting 
as consulting engineers, and doing our industry a great deal of 
harm. Men who left us as pupils, and who were failures in every- 
thing, blossom out into consulting engineers, and gradually have a 
large number of towns to do. This is a scandal which everybody 
admite, and yet it cannot be avoided so long as these towns must 
employ their own consulting engineers." It would be interesting 
to learn whether these “ failures in everything" were retained in 
the Arc Works during the full term of their pupilage. If so, why? 
The gallant officer's remarks reflect seriously not only upon a certain 
number of his old pupils, but upon his own company, and should 
not be allowed to pass unnoticed. 


Frogs and Telegraphis.—Something new in the relations 
between “ galvanic” telegraphs and frogs is reported as follows :— 
One of the great enemies of the overland telegraph line in Central 
Australia is the common green frog. In order to save the insulators 
from being broken by the lightning, they ure provided with wire 
““ droppers " leading round them at a little distance, to conduct on 
to the iron pole in case of need. The frogs climb the poles, and 
find the insulators cool and pleasant to their bodies, and fancy that 
the ‘dropper " is put there to furnish them with a back seat. After 
a nap they yawn and stretch out a leg until it touches the pole— 
result, sudden death of the frog, and as the body continues to con- 
duct the current to earth, we have a paragraph in the papers to the 
effect that ''in consequence of an interruption to the lines, pro- 
bably caused by a cyclonic disturbance in the interior, we are unable 
to present our readers with the usual cables from England."—New 
York Electrical World. 


Overhead Wires.—The Bombay (Gazette says that owing 
to several accidents having occurred on account of the breaking of 
overhead electric wires, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the 
Calcutta Trades Association are taking steps to petition the Govers- 
ment of Bengal to compel the Electric Supply Company to place 
their cables under ground. 
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lostitution of Junior Engineers.—The summer 
excursion, of this Institution, which is arranged for August 9th to 
16th, will include visits to the works of the English Electric Мапи. 
facturing Company, and tbe Electric Railway and Tramway 
Carriage Works Company, at Preston, tte Electric Railway from 
Blackpool to Flectwcod, Messrs. Vickers, Sons & Maxim's Works 
at  Barrow-iu-Furness, and several other interesting items. 
Members’ friends will be allowed to take part in the excursion. 


The Schmidt Highly Superheated Steam System.— 
Oa Tuesday, 10th inst., a party of about 200 engineers and others 
went down to Erith by special train to see the triple-expansion 
engine working with highly superheated steam at the works of 
Messrs. East n & Co. The engine is one of the firm's standard high 
speed type with three lines of tandem cylinders, including one H.P, 
tao Ir, and three LP. cylinders. Tte first three cylinders are 
12 in. diameter, the others being 16 in. diameter; the stroke is 
8 in. Тае cylinder ratios are thus 1: 2 : 51. Steam superheated 
to 700° F.—it was at 650° at the time of the visit—is admitted to 
the engine, but passes, оп its way to the н.р. cylinder, the exhaust 
c f the I. P. cylinders. It is thus slightly cooled, and superheats the 
steam for the г.р. cylinder to about 350? Е. It is claimed that this 
high superbeat enables one rHP. to be produced for 1°18 lbs. of 
coal, and in tests made on the engine as little as 18:3 Ibs. of steam 
per electrical unit has been found. We hope to have a fuller 
description of the engire and system in the near future. In addi- 
tion to the cagine, a superheater was shown erected in the yard. 
After luncheon the party returned to London, some by train and 
some by a special steamer, which was considerably delayed by the 
breikiog down of the engine connecting rod big end bolt, just the 
very second after the engineer had stated to a visitor that“ this here 
engine never has broken down." The delay was rather welcome, аз 
it was pleasant on the river, but the special train must have been 
at Charing Cross nearly as soon as the steamboat arrived at West- 
minster.  Superheating is gradually compelling attention to its 
advantages, and licenses for working the Schmidt system are being 
faken up very considerably, notably by the following firms:— 
Bow, McLachlan & Co., Paisley; Jas. Carmichael & Co, Dundee; 
Browett, Lindley & Co., Patricroft; Fairbairn, Lawson, Combe, 
Ba'bou*, Ltd., Belfast; J. & E. Hall, Dartford. 


Superposed Current Transmission.—At a recent 
meeting of the German Electro-Technical Society at Frankfort-on- 
Main, Prof. Arnold, of Karlsruhe, read a paper on the so-called 
Poly-Cycle Distributing System. In alternating power trans- 
mission p'ants which are intended to supply current for both 
lizhting and power purposes, it is frequently difficult to decide upon 
the correct number of phases and frequency. For lighting pur- 
poscs a high frequency is necessary, while for single and poly phase 
moturs and transformers а low опе is preferable. Were it possible 
to make a selection, one -would choose a single-phase current for 
lighting and а poly phase onc for motors, and, on the other hand, a 
higher voltage for the motor work than for lighting. To use a 
8cpara'e conducting system is not advisable on the score of cost, во 
that a compromise bas to be re:orted to. The author described a 
di-tributing system, by means of which two different currents 
cud be conveyed, independently regulated and employed. 
The system is based on the fact that alternating currents 
of different frequencies can be conveyed over the same conductorg 
wi'hout interfering with each other. Bedell experimented with 
the superposition of different currents, but his system had the dis- 
&alvautage that in conveying the currents to the conductors a con- 
siderable amount of inductance was iutroduced. This disadvantage 
(an be obviated by using non-inductive resistances, or by the direct 
introduction of the superposed currents in the winding of a 
gercratcr. It is also possible to convey the superposed currents to 
the coi ductors, through induction, by means of simultaneous trans- 
formation. The author showed anumber of drawiogsdealing with two 
or turce-pkase and single-phase currents on the same conductors. 
The author claims for his system of superposed current transmission 
that it permits currents of two different frequencies, one for 
lighting and one for power purposes, to be transmitted along one 
set of coaductors, The voltage of the current for motor driving, 
and the voltage drop in the feeders and distributing mains can be 
greater than hitherto, resulting in an economy of copper in the 
cog e uet тз. 


A Swiss Congress. — In connection with the Inter- 
nat ior 21 Congress on Medicinal Electrology and Radiology to be 
held at Berne from September 1st to 6th, arrangements are in hand 
for an exhibition of electro-physiological, electro-therapeutical, and 
radioloyical apparatus. 


Cermany.— The German Elcctro-Chemical Society has 
char gcd its title. It will henceforth be known as Die Deutsche 
Воп Gesellschaft für Angewandte Physikalische Chemie 
(Gcrman Bunsen Society of Applied Physical Chemistry). 


Reconstruction, —We learn that the shareholders of 
D. Stewart & Co., Limited, engineers and boiler makers of Glasgow, 
are being called tcgether to consider a proposal to wind the com- 
any vp voluntarily for a possible reconstruction. 


Royal Society.—At a mecting held yesterday, a paper 
was mad by Prof. E. Wilson on "Tbe Distipation of Energy by 
Electric Currents induced in an Iron Cylinder when Rotated in a 
Magreti: Field.“ 
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Marriage. — Mr. Charles Morison Johnston, M. I. E. E., 
borough electrical engineer of Shrewsbury, was married on June 
5th, at Lancaster, to Miss Hilda Margaret Robinson, of Lancaster. 
The presents included a dining room clock, with inscription and 
bronze figures, from the Shrewsbury Corporation and thechairman and 
members of the Lighting Committee, and an aneroid barometer, 
with inscription, from the staff at the borough electricity works, 
Shrewsbury. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


THE Brcughty Ferry Town Council have offered the appointment of 
electrical engineer to Mr. James TURNBULL, of Willesden. It ів 
proposed that he shall act under Mr. F. Waddell, the present engi- 
neer and manager of the electricity department of the Council. 

Mr. J. Н. CLOTHIER, of Stafford, has been appointed electrical 
engineer to the St. Anne’s-on-Sea U.D.C. 

Mr. E. Dewar, assistant engineer at the High Wycombe Electric 
Light Works, bas been presented by the staff and employés with a 
gold chain on his departure from the town. 

The Electric Light Committee of the Sheffield City Council has 
intimated its intention to increase the salary of the general manager 
aud engineer of the electric supply department, Mr. S. E. Feppen, 
from £600 to £700 pcr annum as from June 1st. 

The Rotherbam Town Council on June 4th decided to increase 
the salary of Mr. Cross, engineer at the electricity works, to 
£250 a year, and tbat of Mr. WirLIAws, assistant engineer, to 
£120 a year. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Thomas Bolton & Sons, Limited (73,861). — This company 
was registered on May 28th, with a capital of £900,000 in £1 shares, to acquire 
the business carried on by Tbomas Bolton & Sons, at Broad Street Metal Works, 
Birmingham; Oakamoor Mills, near Cheadle; Froghall, near Cheadle, Staffs. ; 
Mersey Copper Works, Widnes, Laccs.; and Sutton, near St. Helens, Lanos., 
to adopt an agreement made between T. Bolton and Т. A. Bolton (trustees апа 
executors of the will of A. 8. Bolton) of the first part, F. 8. Bolton, of the 
second part, F. B. Bolton, T. Bolton, C. B. Toller, G. Rathbone and Е. A. Bolton, 
of the third part, and this is of the fourth part, and to carry on the business of 
copper smelters, manufacturers of metals of every description, manufacturers 
of wire, wire rods, tubes and sheets of brass, copper and other metals or alloys, 
metal rollers, steel makers, ironmasters, engineers, founders, smelters and 
workers in iron, steel, brass, copper and other metals, electricians, engineers, 
suppliers of electricity for the purposes of ligbt, heat or power, &c. The first 
subscribers (each with спе share) are :—F. S. Bolton, 14, Ampton Road, Edg- 
baston, manufacturer; J. Bolton, Lightoaks, Oakamoor, North Staffs., manu- 
facturer; C. B. Toller, Aston Bank, Hawarden, manufacturer; G. Rathbone, 
Baycliffe, Woolton, Liverpool, manufacturer; Sir G. 8. Robertson, 11, Harley 
House, W., Lieut.-Col. (retired); T. O. Callender, West Heath House, Abbey 
Wood, Kent, engineer; I. Henderby, Warleigh Lodge, Wimbledon, 
chartered accoun'ant ; and F. A. Bolton, Moor Court, Oakamoor, North Staffs., 
manufacturer. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be 
Jess than four nor more than seven; the first ace F. 8. Bolton, C. B. Toller, 
G Rathbone, Sir G. 8. Robertson, T. О. Callender, I. M. Henderby, and F. A. 
Bolton. Sir G. S. Robertson is “debenture director." Qualification (except 
the debenture director, Sir G. 8. Robertson, and T. O. Callender, or one of the 
first directcrs who is also a vendor), 1,000 ordinary shares. Remuneration of 
chairman, £500 per annum; of ordinary directors, £250 per annum, with a 
share in the profits. Registered office, Broad Street Metal Works, Broad 
Btrect, Birmingham. 


Pekin and North China Electrical Corporation, Limited 
(18,918).— This company was registered on June 2nd, with a capital of £100,000 
in £1 shares, to acquire the business carried on by the Biemens & Halske 
Actien Gesellschaft, Messre. Mandl & Co., and the Chinesische Electricitats 
Gesellschaft M.B.H., or one of them, to carry on the business of electrical 
engineers, makers of electiic plant, contractors, &c., in Pekin or elsewhere in 


the Empire oí China, and to adopt an agreement with the Syndicatdu Yunnan, - 


Limited. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—J. W. Clark, 839, 
Springbank Road, Hither Green, S.E., secretary; Н. A. Pensam, 80, Endlesham 
Road, Balham, S.W., accountant; E. Hallam, 34, Ashburnham Grove, Green- 
wich, 8.E., clerk; A. G. 8. Laurie, 19, Fairholme Road, West Kensington, W., 
chartered accountant; W. Loughran, 59, Marford Road, Upper Clapton, N.E., 
clerk; C. Pillow, 100, Henley Road, Ilford, secretary; and Н. F. Page, Meadow 
Bank, Hornchurch, clerk. he numberof directors is not to be less than three 
nor more than seven. The first are A. Adam, Sir H. C. J. Bunbury, P. A. 
Loeder, and A. W. West; qualification, £250; remuneration, £100 each per 
annum (£50 extra forthe chairman) and а sbare in the profits, such share not 
to exceed £5,000 divi-ible in any year, Registered office, Salisbury House, 
London Wall, Е.С. 


Clubbe & Southey, Limited (73,939).—T..1is company was 
registered on June 4th,? wuha capital of 29,000 in £1 shares, to acquire any 
patents and rights relating to devices for measuring liquids, and in particular 
to acquire from A. W. Southey,the benefit of certain existing inventions, to turn 
to account such patents and inventions, and to carry on the business of elec- 
tricians, electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers of electrical 
vehicles and carriages, and electrical machines and apparatus, suppliers of 
power, traction, Hire and heat, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) 
are:—A. J. McMillan, 17, Tower Royal, Cannon Street, E.C., secretary; L. R. 
Flick, 16, Vincent uare, Westminster, solicitor; C. A. Denyer, Fernhurst, 
Windsor, solicitor; H. Parker, 17, Mostyn Road, Brixton, S.W., clerk; Е. G. 
Batchelor, 1, 8t. Anne's Road, Harrow, clerk; W. M. Bailey, Woodleigh, Forest 
Hill, S. E., accountant ; and D. J. Frith, 3, Waterloo Street, Camberwell Green, 
clerk. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than 
two nor more than seven; the subscribers are to appoint the first ; remuneration 
as fixed by the company. Registered office, 18, Elm Street, Gray's Inn 
Road, W.C. 


Foote & Milne, Limited (73,923).— This company was regis- 
tered on June 8rd, with а capital of £15,000 in £1 shares (5,000 preference), to 
carry on the business of electrical, mechanical, hydraulic and general engineers, 
contractors, brass founders, metal workers, tool makers, mechanists, metallur- 
gists, &c., and to take over the business now carried on by H. Foote, L. Milne 
and E. J. Owen at 65, Victoria Street, 8.W., as Foote & Milne, The first sub. 
soribers (each with one preference share) are: — L. Milne, 66, Victoria Street, 
S. W., electrical engineer; Н. Foote, 60, Victoria Street, S. W., electrical engi- 
neer; E. J. Owen, 66, Victoria Street, S. W., electrical engineer; Р, Dove, 43, 
Mostyn Road, North Brixton, electrical engineer, C, R. Gadaden, 49, Birchda e 
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Road, Forest Gate, accountant; R. Hern. 256, Wandsworth Bridge Road, 
Fulham, clerk; and P. F. Abbott, 76, Gaskarth Road, Balham Hill, S. W., store- 
keeper. No initial public issue. The number of directors is not to be less than 
two nor more than seven; the first are H. Foote, L. Milne, and E. J. Owen, 
each of whom may retain office so long as he holds £2,600 shares. Remunera - 
tion of H. Foote and L. Milne, £364 each per annum; of E. J. Owen, £248 per 
annum. 


Art Fittings, Limited (73,907).—This company was registered 
on June 2nd, with a capital of £10,000 in £1 shares, to carry on the business of 
manufacturera of, and dealers in, fittings for electric, gas, and oil light, and 
other illuminants, electric heating and cooking apparatus, storage batteries, 
lamps, lampholders, telephones, bells, bell pushes, speaking tubes, cables, wiree, 
Rwitches, wall attachments, meters, fuses, lightning arresters, testing apparatus, 
dynamos, motors, electrica] novelties, electrical apparatus and machinery, art 
metal work, fenders, fire irons, door plates, screens, gates, railings, art glass 
shades, &c. The first subscribers (each with one share) are:—A. C. Read, 66, 
Victoria Street, B. W., secretary; R. Dand, 25, Westhorpe Street, Putney, secre- 
tary; F. Jarrett, 128, Lordship Road, Stoke Newington, accountant; Т. В. С, 
Nuttall, 12, Princess Road, South Norwood, 8.E., electrical engineer; A. Payne, 
2, Marmion Road, Clapham Common, S.W., electrical engineer; C. 8. J. Free- 
man, 67, Primrose Mansions, Battersea Park, 8.W., electrical engineer; and 
Н. E. Benwell, 29, St. Stephen's Avenue, Bhepherd's Bush, W., electrical engi- 
neer. No initial public issue, Table A" mainly applies. Probable dealings 
with Drake & Gorham, Limited, are mentioned in the articles, Registered 
office, 66, Victoria Street, S. W. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


General Electric Tramways Company, Limited (43,428).— 
This company's annual return was filed on April 8th, when 18,000 shares were 
taken up out of a nominal capital of £50,000 in £1 shares £1 per share has 
1500 led up, resulting in the receipt of £18,500. Mortgages and charges: 

5,000. 


Hartlepool Electric Tramways Company, Limited (49,734).— 
This company's annual return was filed on April 8th, when 5,000 ordinary 
shares were taken up out of a nominal capital of £100,000 in 5,000 preference 
&nd 5,000 ordinary shares of £10 cach. £10 per share has been called up, 
resulting in the receipt of £50,000, No mortgages or charges. 


SUPPLY STATION ACCOUNTS. 


Tus accounts for last year of the Electricity 
South Shields Department of the South Shields Corporation 


Corporation represent the first period of the new manage- 
Electricity ment. The notable item in the general state- 
Accounts. ment is a reduction in the gross amount 


expended upon maintaining the supply, which 

Mr. J. H. Cawthra, the borough electrical engineer, has been able to 

reduce by £13. The progress made in the last five years is as 
follows :— 

Units Units sold. 


; No. of 
. Maximum „ Gross Net 
, Public ublic 
generated. Private. lamps. load. amps. ofit. profit. 


1897 153,338 82,172 41,729 197 xw. 31 £144 —£1,676 
1898 397,637 200,808 107,300 323 xw. 03 £2,149 — £882 
1899 634,464 394,039 107,800 £00 kw. 63 £4,231 — £73 
1900 944,629 573,094 182,732 705 kw. 191 £6,276 +£1,024 
1901 985,646 655,574 330,072 767 kw. 283 £7,751 + £595 

Of the increaze in capital expenditure, the larger portion has been 
laid out on new mains, As the total plant installed is 1,900 xw., there 
is ample reserve for increase in load without further capital expendi- 
ture on the works, 


GENERAL STATEMENT 
1500. 1901. Inc. 


Total capital expenditure £128,488 £138,801 £10,313 
Number of units sold ies 755,826 985,646 229,820 
No. of 8-c.r. lamps connected. 35 225 41,680 6,655 
Maximum load in kw.  ... a 705 167 62 
Gross revenue vi -. £12,191 £13,658 £1,462 
Gross expenditure... 288 m £5,915 £5,903  —£13 
Gross profit E 7 eos £6,276 27,751 1,475 
Average price per unit sold ... 370d. 8:044. — 46d. 


The lamps installed have increased by 19 per cent., the consumers 
by 14 per cent., the load by 8 per cent., and the units by 30 per 
cent. The rates charged are now 7d. and 2d. during the two winter 
quarters. The reduction in price has caused the reccipts from 
energy sold to fall rearly jd. The average from privato con- 
sumers taken alone is 3'9d. per unit, and for street lighting 1:34. 
per unit. 


REVENUB STATEMENT. 
1900. 1901. 
Grois. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc. 
Bale of energy ee ee £11,658 370d. 218.316 324d. — 40d. 


Meter rents ө ee 280 ‘09d. 337 соза, — ‘Old. 

Supply of lamps, Adc .. xd эз vio zu 2 

Sundry fees, rents received, ) 5 KS 
and compensation, ) 253 084. = == 03d. 


[c — сиза тын — — — == 


£12,191 357d. 413, (3 3324. — 55d. 


ewe — 


Gross re venue ... 


The cost of production has been greatly reduced, standing now at 
1'44d. per unit for total costs inclusive of all charges, or 129d. if 
certain outside expenses be deducted. Tais Mr. Cawthra claims is 
absolutely the lowest cost of production recorded to-day by any 
electricity supply works generating for lighting only. Rather more 
than half of the saving has been made on coal, the rest being distributed 
over the various other items which, with the exception of repairs 
due to troubles on the mains, have all fallen. 


Cost oF PRODUCTION. 
1900. 1901. 
Gross. Per unit. Gross. Per unit. Inc. 


Coal.. ee - ee .. £2,108 67d. £1,787 434, — 244. 
Oil, waste, water, and engine | 259 084. 18: Od. — 034. 
room stores. 
Salaries and wages inourred 
in generation and distribu- 1,518 ‘48d. 1606 -*89d. — 00d. 
tion, and attending street 
lamps, 
керы ааа mainsenance 
о 9 [] e 
Әп атов, au 502 ‘16d. 821 20d. + 04d. 
renewals of public lamps. — 
Works cost .. £4,387 1:394. £4,398 1:00. — 32d. 
Rent, rates and taxes T 259 ‘08d. 193 *Qad. - 038. - 
spes m enger 5 
es of managin 95 ° NN 
ла ine] 781 ‘25d. 857 ‘Sid. — 04d. 
с. 
а on eral „ 
T] ner z . e — 
prints, Me | 495 16d. 454 114. — 034. 
surance. 
Other expenses.. "T by — == m: = 22. 
Total costs .. £5,915 1:884. £5,902 1:44d. — 44d. 


The smaller net profit is explained by the further re-adjastment 
of the sinking funds, causing the financial charges to take a sum of 
£1,904 more than in 1900. As the gross profit was increased by only 
£1,475, the difference of £429 brought the net profit down to £595. 


Prorit ВТАТИМЕНТ. 


1900. 1901. 
Interest on loans a we ке Ce. ete 09188 £4,018 
Sinking fund for repayments Se ‘eer Se. Sa 2,067 3,138 
Net profit carried forward .. .. .. .. a 1,024 595 
Gross profit ... “з ee £6,276 £7,751 


CITY NOTES. 


British Electric Traction Company. 


THE following report is to be presented to the shareholders at the 
sixth ordinary general meeting of the company, to be held at 
Hamilton House, Victoria Embankment, E.C., on Monday, June 
16th, at 12 o'clock noon :— 

The directors beg to submit their report and statement of accounts 
for the year ended March 31st, 1902. 

Profit and Loss Account.—The profits, including £21,457 5s. 7d. 

brought forward from last year, amount to £224,727 58. bd. This 
does not take into account the premiums, amounting to £121,184 
118. 6d. received in respect of new share and debenture capital, 
which have been carried direct to reserve. After deducting the 
proportion of general expenses chargeable to revenue, and also the 
expenses incurred in connection with schemes not proceeded with 
and written off, sundry reserves, contributions to superannuation 
fund and interest on debenture stock, there remains a net profit of 
£158,307 78. 8d., which the directors propose should be applied as 
follows :— 
Reduction of goodwill account .. PN T ud e . &1,500 0 0 
Reduction of licenses and testing of new systems account ` 2,500 0 0 
Reduction of furniture account .. T ee T oe ee 510 14 0 
Dividend at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum on tbe preference 


shares for the year ended March 81st, 1902, including the 
dividend paid to February l5th, 1902, and proportion of divi- 


dend payable August 15th, 1902, &ccrued to date .. ғә ee 5,847 1 9 
Dividend at the rate of 12 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
shares for the half-year ended March 81st, 1902, making with 
the interim dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum paid 
for the half-year ended September 80th, 1901, a total distribu- 
tion of 9 per cent. for the year .. RS. s M e oe 41,512 111 
Carried forward to next account.. as oe oo owe . 27,438 7 0 
2153807 7 8 


The directors further propose that each shareholder should receive 
out of the issue of 20,000 ordinary shares referred to below, an 
allotment at par of one ordinary share in respect of every 10 shares, 
whether ordinary or preference, held on June 6th, 1902. 

Capital Account. — The option given to Messrs. J. 8. Morgan and 
Co. and the Electric and General Investment Company, Limited, to 
call for allotment of the unissued balance of 37,926 ordinary shares 
and 10,000 preference shares was exercised on July 8th, 1901, and 
the shares have been duly allotted and paid for in full. There has 
also been issued £210,906 5 per cent. perpetual debenture stock. 
The total premiums received in respect of these issues, after deduct- 
ing the expenses, amount to £121,144 11e. 6d., and the whole of this 
amount has been added to reserve, which now stands at £459,705 
4s. 10d. The subscribed share and debenture capital at March 31st 
was :— 


— 


И Р 
j 


= — — 


\ 
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£1,000,000 in ordinary shares of £10 each. | 
£1,000,000 in 6 per cent. cumulative preference shares of. 
10 each. 
£810,906 in 5 per cent. perpetual debenture stock. 


Dd 


£2,810,906 


es 


The directors recommend that the nominal capital of the company 
be increased by the creation of 100,000 ordinary shares of £10 each 
and 100,000 preference shares of £10 each. A part of this new 
capital is required to carry out the absorption of the Electrical 
Power Distribution Company by an exchange of shares referred to 
below. It is proposed to make an immediate issue of 20,000 
ordinary shares by allotment to the shareholders, as stated above. 
The directors consider it undesirable to make any public issue of 
ordinary shares at the present time, as, in their opinion, the 
market price of the shares is below wrat they consider to be their 
value. 

Contracts and Undertakings.—The balance under this head, after 
deducting the cost of undertakings transferred, and after writing 
off ехрепғев incurred in respect of echemes not proceeded with, but 
including a proportion of general expenses, is £199,179 2s. 5d., made 
up as follows :— 

Expenditure on works and undertakings for account of othcr 

companies  .. T га S T .. ss А .. £26,725 0 1 
Expenditure on works and undertekings owned ог 

leased by the B.E.T. Company, and for general 


stores ži T i m "à icy . . £108,688 5 6 
Less reserved .. ; 4,000 0 0 


99,968 б 6 
Expenditure in connection with schemes in course 

of development, and on Acts of Parliament, 

provisional orders, light railway ordere, and 

other rights and powers secured or in course of 

promotion .. é К kd ee T " 

Less reserved .. 
— 22, 465 16 10 


£199,179 2 65` 


Investments.—The total amount of investments, after deducting 
cott of securities sold, stands at £2,332,932 17s. 9d., and is made up 
as follows :— 


Consols.. és T aa ©» s 3 T .. cost £16),757 19 8 
Lcans and advances to associated ccmpanies and others, and 

deposits ee ee . „ oe ee oe ee @e ГЕЈ 144,615 16 1 

Mortgages, debentures, and debenture stock 

and shares of associated and other com- А 
panies .. Ví bs i s . cost 42, (86,299 9 0 
| Lees reserved es 10,00 0 0 

— 2,026,299 2 0 

£2,332,982 17 9 


N. B.— There are certain contingent liabilities in respect of scme of there 
investments. A portion of the Consols is deposited with the Paymaster-General 
in respect of Acts of Parliament, &c. 


Electrical Power Distributicn Company, Limitcd.—The company 


bas a large holding in the Electrical Power Distribution Company, 


and the two companies have joint interests in several combined 
electric lighting, power, and traction undertakings. Your directors 
are of opinion that the efficiency of the ccmbined organisations will 
be increased, and that economies can be effected by tbe complete 
absorption by the company of tbe Electrical Power Distribution 
Company. With this view the directors propose to offer to the 
other holders of shares in the E.P.D. Company ore B.E.T. fully paid 
ordinary sbare for each fully paid ordinary sbare in the E.P.D. 
Company, and one B. E. T. fully paid preference share for each 
EPD. Company fully paid preference share. There are also 200 
deferred shares of £1 each in the Electrical Power Distribution 
Company, which were issued and paid for in cash at the time of the 
formation of the company. They are held by Messrs. E. Garcke, 
J. S. Rawortb, W. L. Madgen, R. Percy Sellon, and G. Offor. In 
1900 an agreement was mado between the E.P.D. Company and the 
holders of these shares, by which the E. P. D. Company has the 
pt ion, exercisable at any time within ten years from January lst, 
1900, to extinguish the special rights attaching to such shares on the 
basis of the payment of £10,000 in cash. An agreement has now 
been made between the B.E.T. Company and the holders of the 
deferred shares, giving the B.E.T. Company the option within 
12 months from June 6th, 1902, of purcbasing the 200 deferred 
shares at the price of £10,000, payable in cash, or, at the option of 
the B.E.T. Company, in fully paid ordinary shares of the B.E.T. 
Company at the market price of the day on which the option is 
exercised, and upon the condition that the B E.T. Company shall 
exercise such option in the event of its acquiring a majority of the 
o:dinary and Preference shares of tbe E.P.D. Company within the 
period aforesaid. It is intended to offer Mr. Madgen, the managing 
director of the Electrica] Power Distribution Company, a seat on 
the board. | 

British Electrical Superannuation Fund.—This fund is now in full 
and satisfactory operation. At the end of 1901 the membership 
was 81, and 29 associated companies and undertakings had 
signified their intention to contribute to the fund on behalf of their 
salaried staff. The sum of £452 2s. 3d. bas been contributed by the 
company during the pa:t year. | 

British Electrical Friendly Sociely.—Attention is called to the 
particulars of this society on page 21. The society was constituted 
in December last, since when 19 branches bave been formed in 
various parts of the country, and 1,255 men іп the service of the 
British Electric Traction Associated Companies have joined the 
society. 

Tuc арн who retire this year are Mr. C. Shirreff B. Hilton 
and the Hon. Sir Charles W. Fremantle, K.C.B., and both are eligible 
for re-election. Messrs. Fred. W. Smith & Co, the auditors, retire, 
and offer themselves for re-election. 
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Perth Electric Tramways Company. 


Tx report, covering a period of 18 months to December 31st, 1901, 
states that seven miles have been in operation for three months, 101 
miles for 3} months, and 13 miles for 11} months, being an average 
of about 114 miles during the 18 months. The total gross revenue 
earned from this mileage during that period amounted to £60,268. 
During the 18 months covered by the accounts £102,109 has been 
spent on the construction of further sections, extra motive power 
and additional cars. Since the date of the accounts additional 
routes have been completed, making the total mileage now in 
operation 164 miles. The accounts show a net profit from working 
of £21,097, from which has to be deducted interest on debenture 
stock and loans, leaving a net balance of £7,354. From this it is 
proposed to pay interest on the cumulative preference sbares to 
June 30th last, which will leave a balance of £4,081. After allowing 
for the debit of £2,957 brought forward from last account, a credit 
balance of £1,124 is carried forward. The meeting was held in 
London yesterday. 


Belliss & Morcom, Limited. 


Tux report for the year ended March 31st states that the profit for 
the year, after making ample provision for depreciation, &c., and 
after payment of the preference dividend, amounts to £32,853. 
The directors have already distributed an interim dividend on the 
ordinary shares at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum; they now 
propose to pay a further dividend, making 124 per cent. for the 
year, to place £10,000 to the general reserve fund, and to carry 


‚ forward the balance, together with the amount brought forward 


from the preceding year. The directors have made a further issue 
of preference shares; these have been placed at a premium, which 
has been added to the reserve fund. 


Prospectuses. 


On Wednesday the list of subscriptions closed in an issue of 
£135,000 4 per cent. first mortgage debenture stock of Willans and 
Robinson for completing the Queen’s Ferry and Rugby works, and 
for providing additional machinery, working capital, &c. 

The Bromley (Kent) Electric Light and Power Company, 
Limited, has been inviting applications for an issue of 4,000 £5 
ordinary sbares (5s. premium) and £50,000 44 per cent. first deben- 
ture stock. The list closed last Friday. 

The list was opened on Tuesday, and is to close to-day in an issue 
of 18,000 ordinary shares of £10 each in the Blackpool & Garstang 
Light Railway Company, which has powers for laying about 
14 miles of line, to be worked electrically on the overhead system. 
A portion ofthe line may be opened for traffic in the summer of 
1903. 

The Middleton Electric Traction Company, Limited, has an- 
nounced an issue at par of £50,000 4 per cent. first mortgage 
debenture stcck. Part of the expenditure has been met by the 
proceeds of the issue of 10,000 ordinary shares, and by advances 
from the B.E.T. Co., Limited, amounting on May 31st, 1902, with 
interest, to about £58,490. The present issue is made in order to 
repay there advances, and to meet the balance of the amounts due 
on the contracts for the construction and equipment of the lines 
and the completion of the car depot. 

The subscription list will close on Monday next of an issue of 
$7,500,000 5 per cent. Consolidated Mortgage 50-year Gold Bonds, 
in bonds to bearer of $1,000 each, in the Havana Electric Railway 
Company, an American company. 


W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Company. 


THE directors’ report to be presented to the shareholders at the 
ordinary general meeting to be held at the Cannon Street Hotel on 
Friday, June 20th, 1902, at 12 o'clock noon, reads as follows :— 

The negotiations for the amalgamation of the company with 
Messrs. Callender's Cable and Construction Company, Limited, are 
still proceeding, and the directors are therefore unable to submit 
the terms to the shareholders, as intimated in their circular of 
February 21st last. "The directors are of opinion, however, that the 
payment of the final dividend should not be longer deferred ; they 
therefore now submit the annual report, and will communicate the 
terms of the amalgamation to the shareholders as soon as the 
negotiations are completed. The annexed accounts show that 
during the past year a net profit bas bcen made of £64,447 19a. 9d. 
After payment of directors’ and auditora’ fees, debenture interest 
and income-tax, and making the usual allowance for depreciation of 
buildings, plant, machinery, &c., there remains £57,449 13s. 3d, 
making, with £24,210 16s. brought forward from last year, a total of 
£81,660 9s. 3d. The directors have transferred £1,000 to tte deber- 
ture redemption sinking fund, and £11,000 to the reserve account, 
and they recommend the payment of a dividend on the ordinary 
shares at the rate of 20 per cent. per annum (less income-tax), in- 
cluding the interim dividends of 5 per cent. paid on September Ist, 
1901, and 10 per cent. paid on March ist last. These payments will, 
together with the preference dividend for the year, amount to 
£54,875, leaving £26,785 93. 3d. to be carried forward. The divi- 
dend warrants will be posted on June 20th, 1902. Mr. Sydney 
Gedgeand Mr. Frederick Newton retire by rotation in accordance with 
the provisions of the articles of association, and, being eligible, offer 
themselves for re-election. The auditors, Messrs. Ball, Baker, Deed, 
Cornish & Co., retire, and, being eligible, offer themselves for re- 
election.” 
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Correction,— With reference to the remarks which 
Appeared in our Stocks and Shares" Letter last week regatding 
the B.I.W. and the Telegraph Manufacturing Co.'s isstie, we learn 
that the whole of the debentures cere subscribed; in fact, the 
issue was more than covered twice over, and the list clozed a day 
éarlicr than was intended. 


TRAFFIO RECEIPTS. 


Biachburn Corporation Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending June 
6th were £1,029; corresponding week last year, £674; increase, £855. Tote! 
to date, £15,674; corresponding period last year, £13,677; increase, £2,097. 
Miles of track open, 113. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.—The receipts for the week ending 
Jtne 7th were £476; corresponding week last year, 4878; decrease, 
£402. Total rece!pta to date, 47,374; corresponding period last year, 
47,171; decrease, £197. 


Bristol Tramways and Carriage Company.— The receipts for the week ending 
ие Cth were £4,678; corresponding period last year £4,406; increase, 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending May 80th :— 


. Сошрапаоп ' No Aggregate. 
with corres- : 
Company. Amount ponding week = 5 
| | of last year. | 'Amount.| Inc. or Deo. 
—— — — —À — | ee — —— ee 
£ +£ | -£ +8 | -£ 
Devonport* .. е 45 — =) 91 8,550 — — 
Dudley Stourbridge 715 — 522 2] 14,671 2,691 — 
Gateshead .. ie 73 241 | — 91 14,190 977 — 
Greenock- Pt. Glasgow 25 810 — 21 9,0: 2 5,140 — 
Hartlepool .. 95 270 — | 52 0 4,181 — 
Kidderminster. ..| 122 — 1287 23 | 9,09 AL | == 
Merthyr! fer жы 213 — | M8, 24 | 4,194 — (57 
Middleton: 470 | — | — | th 2.96 — | — 
Oldham— Ashto e 634 £8 — 2 10,476 109 — 
Poole] .. .. 259 2: 151 | 2] 4,684 — 15 
Potteries P . | 2.49 — 801 | 21 90.125 1.032 — 
Southport = x 866 — 8 | 21 4,166 1,218 — 
South Staffordshiret 8 — 505 21 16,158 409 | — 
Swansea za КИ 477 — 188 ; ?] 9,110 759 — 
Taunton* 23 Sci 62 | — — | 21 1,228 — — 
pemouth§ .. T £03 — 107 , 21 4,t 49 251 — 
olverhampton Dist. 141 | 44 — | 21 | 8,C69 1,678 — 


* Not in operation last A us + Partly steam. "ү Cc mpsrisop from April 6tb only. 
§ Compaꝛ ison from Mareh 1fth only. € Comparison frcm May8th only. The 
согтеғрот ding weck last year was Whitsun eck. 


Central London Railwsy.— Tbe receipts for the week ending Jone 7th were 
27,886; corresponding week last year, £6,064; increase, £1,272. Total 
receipts to date, £151,819; corresponding period lest year, £142,585; in- 
сгеағе, £12,284. Miles open, 6. | 


and South Londen Railway.—The receipts for the week ending 
Jone 8th were £8,054; corresponding week Jatt year, 41.929; increase, 
£1,145. Total receipts to date (23 weeks), 268,496; corre ponding period last 
year, 245,868; increase, £23,188. Miles open, €}; last year, 42. 


Dover Corporation Trsmways. — Tbe receipts for the week ending Jure 
Sth were £259 0s. 10d.; corresponding week last year, £2:0 tg. (d.; їп. 
crease, £38 158. 4d. Total to date, 24,725 12a. 1(d.; corresponding period 
last year, £4,170 158. (44.; increase, £154 17s. 94d. Miles of track open, 8. 
Car miles run, 1902, 6, 287; 1901, 5,114. Number of cars, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.— Tbe receipts fcr the week ending June 
6th were as follows:—D.U.T. Co., 48,09 11s. 114.; D. D. Co. 4814 ) 58. 14.; 
total, £4,454 7s.; corresponding week last year— D. U. T. Co., £8,819 188. 7d.; 
D.8.D. Co., 49:7 9s. (d.: total, 24,747 8s. Id.; decrease, 4:92 16s. Id.; 
aggregate to date, £96,418 бе. 10d.; Iset year, 492,C08 16s.; increase, 
@?,814 9s 10d. Mileage worked, 46. | 


East Ham Tramways.—Tbhe receipts for week ending June 7th were 2450 
148. ас total to date, £18,464 Cs. ed. Car milcs run, 10,02; number of 
care, 2b. 


Glasgow Corporation Т) ат, ways. — Week en“ ing June 7th, £19,182 78. fd. ; lait 
year, 11,586 Is. 2d. ; increase, £664 6s. Miles of track open, £24; last year, 
494. Car miles ru., 248/40; la:t year, 212,78. Approxin ate number of 
cars, 4-0; last year, 380. 


Liverpool Ovejibesd Railway. — Tbe receipts for the week ending Jure 
8th were 21,506: corresponding week last year, £1,651; decrease, £145. 
Total to date £82,874; corresponding period last year, 486, 106; decrease, 
£3,282. Miles open, 6 miles 67 chains. 


Bunderland Corporation Tramways.—Week ending June 8th, £1,140; corre- 
sponding period last year, £1,150. Total receipts to date, 210.158; ocrrc- 
sponding period last year, £9,916; incrcase, 4844, Miles open, 17 +9. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
ОхсЕ more the Stock Exchange is suffering from an overdose of 
speculative activity. A number of wild plunges in tke Kaffir 
market, whose Lopes were damped by the fall which ensued upcn 
the Peace news, and wko were not tufficiently strong to continue 
their commitments, have been obligcd to clcse їЕсіг shares, and the 
forced selling was felt through all the ott er markets of tLe Houte. 
Luckily, however, the strength of Consola furnishes a ttrong support 
to eections like the clcctrica], which depend so much upon the in- 
vestment feeling that is abrcad. Since it was anrounced tat tke 
purchase of Gorckens for acccunt cf tbe stinking furd is to be 
resumed, the premier security bas boldly shaken off iis earlier 
weakness, ard it is mainly due to this fact that our lists ehow ao few 


declines, while two or three items stand ont favourably with an 
advance oh the week's work. 

In the Home Railway section, the electtical stocks are the firmest 
in an ctherwise listless market. Waterloo and City is a point to the 
good upon the expectations of the line doing well over the Naval 
Review traffics. Moreover, the appetite which is awakening in the 
public taste for 3 per cent. stocks is another reason for the better 
quotation. It is reasonably advanced tbat.if people will readily 
subscribe 3 per cent. Colonial and Corporation securities at prices 
between 95 and 97, they will probably turn their attention later оп 
to this thoroughly well-secured stock. The position of late having 
completely changed in regard to investment securities, it is not 
improbable that Waterloo and City stock may go to 99 or there- 
abouts. Central London Ordinary is also a little better, the line's 
traffic receipts telling in its favour. The company’s Coronation 
preparations at Shepherd's Bush are quite elaborate, and the station 
will form a pretty sight at illumination time. Metropolitan Con- 
eolidated stock is 83, and District Ordinary keeps about 324. 

British Electric Tractions are a good market, although no varia- 
tion bas to be recorded in the quotations. The report, which is 
detailed in another column, is considered excellent, and it should 
assist the price in the rise of a sovereign, which it seems fair to 
prophesy for the Ordinary shares. They can now be bought at 14 or a 
fraction over. Anglo-Argentine Trams ars better at 42, and Buenos 
Ayres and Belgrano “ В” Preference have been wanted at 51. Brisbane 
Electric Preference at 42 are a little better, but there is no change 
in Perth Elec ric Tramways Debenture stock on the issue of the 
report. At 1014 the security appears to be cheap, since the com- 
pany was earning its debenture interest nearly twice over in the 
period covered by the report, and tbe document speaks of steady 
progress since the accounts were made up to December 31st last. 

New issues of “Traction ” descriptions are making their appear- 
ance rapidly. The Havana Electric Railway Company now before 
the public is the outcome cf the private concern operating in Cuba, 
of which we have from time to time given [articulars in this 
column. Five per cent. consolidated mortgage 50-year gold 
bonds ate now offered to the extent of 71 million dollars at 
the fixed price of 98, which give a return of about 5} per cent. to 
the subscriber. The Havana Electric is not ап English company ; 
it is registered under the lax laws of the State of New Jersey, but 
the names of the directors carry great weight on both sides of the 
Atlantic. So important an issue is receiving much more attention 
than that of the light railway in Surrey advertised a few days ago, 


' which had little to commend it cxcept as a speculation. 


Electric lighting shares are steady, and the list shows one 
solitary fall as the only fluctuation since we last wrote. Brompton 
and Kensington Ordinary have receded to the rame price as that 
quoted for the Preference. Speculation in Metropolitans is 
ceasing, the time for publication of the arbitrator's award being so 
near as to keep fresh operators out of the market. New Charing 
Cross Ordinary shares are 84 and new Westminsters 37. Charing 
Cross City Undertaking ”- Preference are changing bands at a 
small discount. The foreign and provincial issues are just as quiet 
as those of the London shares. Oxfords are 5], Folkestones 6, Hove 74, 
Bournemouth and Poole Ordinary 114, Preference 10, and the 
Debenture stock 1054. Calcutta Electric Supply shares of both 
issues are £9 middle, Electric Lighting and Traction of Australia 
Preference 44, and the 5 per Cent. Debenture Stock 1023. River 
Plate Electric Light and Traction Debenture is 724: the last pay- 
ment of interest was made in January,1899. Royal Electric of 
Montreal Debenture is good at 101. 

Telegraph stocks are quiet, the principal movements being a rise 
of 5 in Ccmmercial Cable, and declines of 1 and 4 Anglo-American 
Preferred stock, and Eastern Extension shares respectively. The 
latter movement is due to the liquidation of several deceased 
accounts, one of which contained £00 shares. Telegraphic com- 
munication with the Philippines, interrupted by a break in the 
Hong Kong—Manila cable has now been restored. The Debenture 
stocks of both the Eastern companies are rather better. Henley's 
shares have not yet recovered their last wcck's decline, although - 
the dividend is up to market expectations. Some disappointment 
is expressed at the length of time which the negotiations with the 
Callender's Company are taking. Callender's Preference are { 
harder. | 

General Electric Preference keep at 10}, unchanged by the fire 
aud the pathetic loss of life which it caused. Electric Construction 
Debenture stock has hardencd a point. British Insulated Wire 
shares are moving erratically, but Telephone issues have strengthened 
here and there. National Third Preference, however, are down à 
to 5, while United River Plate Ordinary at the same price have 
added { to their quotation. It is not thought tbat there will be 
much revival of general activity in this market until after tbe 
Coronation festivities. 


Vol. 50. No. 1,281, Тони 13, 1902.] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. | 996 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES.—TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPANIES. 


Business done 


1 NAME 0 miare шайы | Фона | бик | vales 
1899. 1900, jani. 
82, 300 African Direct Telegrap h, 4 % Debs. eee [I I) . еге eee 
2b, 000 | Amazon Telegraph Co.’s shares, Nos. 1 to 25, 000 . oe des TN ies 
119 ,7001 Amason Telegraph 5 % Debs., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. ; ТА Т 
804 720 Anglo-American ograph s. E #65 Stock 78/6 | 3j 6 45 
8,097,640 Do. do. 6% Piet  .. .. ae 69,6 6 884 
8,097, 640 Do. do. Deferred 908 -— soe |Btock|£1 7s. | 5s. 162 
44,000 | СЪН Telephone, Nos. 1 to 44,000 . 54 5% 31% 
18,338,300$ Qommercial Cable eee (EX) | [11] 606 eee $100 8 eee eee 
1,741,6292 Do. do, Bterling 500 year 4 95 Deb. Btock Hed. 807 se 958 
16,000 Ouba Telegraph eee 000 eee еее eee . eee 7 % eae eot 
12981 Die a 10% hig eee ae eee 900 eee 5 4% 4 Ф 124 
Sgrap ee eee [11] eee eee е, 
6,000 Do. » do. 10 Cum. Pref. coe 606 age eve oo eer 
30,0001 Do. do. 44 реза, [TT] [III ' eee өөө eee ee 
60,7102) Direct United States Cable . se 20 | 34196 | 3195 eis 
4,000,000 | Eastern Telegraph, Ord. Stock ei e. one |Btock| 7 Y 7 * 123 
1,930,807 Do. 3 Pref. Btock 185 bis бех bas m 
1,493, en Do. Mort. ge Btock [ita eee h 20 0 7 * E 7% { ee Й 128 
Eastern Extension, Australas Ohina Telegra e| 1 
320,000; Do. 4 Ф Deb. Stock : Btock| ... bil .. |107 —112 108 —113 1084 | ... 


Eastern and South African Telegra h, 4 % Mort. Deb. 

000001 оё. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 

200,000; Do. 4 % Reg. Mt. Debs (Макан Sab) 15,000 25 

180, 227 | Globe герара and Tru ene - - ees n 

180,048 e do. i een „ ове 

9 Grea ern Telegrap Oopenhagen eee 

75.000 Halifax and Bermuda Oable, 44 V Ist Mort. as} на 
: vitu i 1 to ы, Red. 


100 5196 өөң ‘eee 99 —102 99: —102 


- bs d owe d 706 Ф| 99 —102% | 1012 | .... 
ITI] eee eee 124— 133 121— 134 134 121 
eee 15 V eee 25 — 27 25 — 27 25k ooo 


17,000 | Indo-E н е а 25 10 Y 10 Y 110 % | 87 — 41 37 — 41 
КҮТ 1 Tel arn Fears X ar,; A 0 100 230 eee IP 3 100 = 1a 
on о uli 1 1 бна s 
983,333 National al Telephone, Pret. Ra S én - eae ». | 100 | 5 5 |5 5 | 95 — 99 95 — 99 978 
200,000 Pref. shares өөө ove T) evt 2 eos 33 3g 34— 3g 34— 38 
1,966,667 Do Def. Stock T" e.. eee | эбе 100 * ec 60 64 xd 53 T 57 53 — 57 54} 
15,000 Do. 6 % Oum. Ist Pref. ... «+  ..| 106 6 6 12 — 14 | 12 — 14 . 
` 15,000; Do. 6 ' Cum. 2nd Pref. . 10 | 6 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 
250,000 Do. 5 J Non-cum. $rd 1 Pre 1 to 250,000 5|5%|5% 5 5 — 51 4— 53 | 5] 5 
2000, 0007 Do. 83 Deb. Btock Red. eee eee Btock 8i 9$ 34 94 = 97 94 — 97 
100,0007| Pacific and European Tel., 4 % Guar. Debs., 1 to 1,000 ... | 100 | ... PR 99 —102 |99 —102 б 
11,839 Beuter's. 0 vee eos eee eot ene eee 8 5 % 5 % oe 7 — 8 7 — 8 7 ° 
8,803 | Submarine Cables Trust ^ «eo ese ess sea eee | Cort.) .. iis . {110 —120 110 —120 ^ 
58,000 United Biver Plate b 7 % eee 44— 5 4$— 51 . 
40,006 Do. T 15 Саш. pret. Nos. 1—40,000 b| uu es ч 44— 5 44— b 
179,947; Do. 5% Debs. eee 000 00% Stock eee [IT] eo 103 —106 103 —106 . 
155,600 | West African РЕ. 5 % Debs. 100 


80,008 West Coast of Auction 08. 1—$0,000 and 58,001—58, 008 21 


в Е 1— 8 eos "ө. 
160,0003| ` Do, do. 4 % Dets., 1—1,500 gua. by Bras. Bub. Tel. | 100 a |... |99 —102 99 —102 | 1018 | 101 
207,98 | 


$07,930 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., Nos. 1—207,990 .. — . ^ | 10179179 | . | Máà— 121 | 113—194 121 | 11 
75,0001 А d. е 5 Debs. ud series, 1906 eee 100 eee eet ee 102 —105 102 —105 eee eos 
848,7773 do. 4 % Deb. Red. - e. | 100 | ... es i 99 —102 99 —102 
88,321 | West India and Panama Telegraph - es oo. | 10 e* és Е $ — . 
pv DS 2 г : o че eee | in vee oe ae «ina a 33 шыч 1 
- Ey Do. do. do. 8 * Debs, Nos. 1 to 1.800 ! 100! .. | ... | . 01 —104 101 —104 в 
А ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. А 
100,000 Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ота. eee 1 eee eee | eos 1— $ i— $ eot eee 
100,000 Do. 449% Ist Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 ssi e. .. [100 —104 |100 —104 ecc "T 
33 F e Lt. Вар, T3 101 to 19,761 м 6 16% |8 € Te 91 = ч sve 
50,000 E Orosa and Btrand Electricity Вар... = 5 9 * 9 * 0% F = 0, = 10 of 91 
$50,000 do. 4% Deb. Stock Bed. | 100 | ... | ... | ... 105 —107 [105—107 106 „ 
134,000 Chelsea коену Bepply, Ord. e o o e| 51691549 14 9% | 5 5$ | 5— 53 |... |... 
Do. Deb. Stock Hed. ... Stock ies . |110 —118 |110 —113 vee А 
608 City of Do 6% Onm. — Lighting, ag, Ord. 40,001—110,879... in i А @ 5 Ф 111— 123 11 — 15 905 
400,000: Ро. Deb. Btock, Bo» (iss. at £115) all pad... . 123 —128 [193—198 | .. | .. 
,000 Do. 43. 2nd Deb. Btock, Prov. Certs., all paid | 100 | ... re .. |103 —106 |103 —106 oes sae 
40 ‚000 Oounty of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 4 & 4%} 74— 84 71— 84 з сз 
20,000 Do. do. do. 6 % Pret., ATS и 10 | 6 6. oo. | 12 — 13 12 — 13 з -— 
400,000; Do. 44 Deb. Btock, Prov. Certa (all paid) Rd. .. [TII Ir TII tos 108 —111 108 —111 ave eee 
000 es p Oorp., "Pa cuc у eee eee (I 5 6 % 7 % eee a a 5 — 84 eee t.o 
[| в do. Cum. eee eon eee eee => — eee eee 
120,000? do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock. 100 T" "t .. |108 —111 |108 —111 «is ec 
21,000 Кемі оа and a Electric, Ord. 5 | 11% | 12% | 10% | 10 — 11 10 —11 995 з 
90,000 Do. do. 4 Ф Deb. Stock. Stock coe TII see 101 —104 101 — 104 TT eve 
12020 De. Electric Berl de Hen 9 5 "T : s ixi T H— ri 11— d Ts ds 
Pref. eee ҮТ! ee — 4 4 — 4 eve ees 
250,0002 do. 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Rd. Steck 95 —100 95 —100 961 eec 
220000 меза mous Srey, 101 to 62, eben зык 2| ®|5 ® |i% ЗЕЕ 10 ancaus |o Т. 
0007 t в eee eos —1 — 5 ..- ТТ 
350000 N Do, mieu 5 Mor Deb. Stock Hed. . m Btook T3 T ‚з 1 Tie 98 —101 100% |. 982 
, 2 otting Cc ting [I1] eee 10 4 — 14 =т= 15 eve TT 
40,000 | Bt. James's and Pall Mali кесе Light, t, Ord. i iet b ad 1710 Mig 144— 154 | 144— 153 15| 154 
- 20,000 Do. do. 570 Pref., 20,081 to г 517 84— 94 83— 93 9 
150, 0007 Do. do. оронч Stock soe 100 eee eee eee 98 —101 98 —101 eee 2 00 
12, 000 Smithfield Market же Supply, % 5 eee eee eee 12— 21 1$— 21 vee eae 
60,000 02 Do. 4 % Deb. ome 200 100 eee eee eee 80 — 90 80 — 90 еве 006 
65,002 Bouth London Electricity Bupply, Ord. »-- [IY] | b see eee seo 3 === 84 3 — 34 ` rri T1 
109,5184 Westminster Electric Bapply, Ord. өз Э Lge 5 |18 9% |1049 (108% | 11 — 12 1l — 12 118 114 
J... i . ылы = 
* Bubject to Founders Shares. + Quotations on Liverpool, Stock Exchange 
t Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. | Dividends paid in deferred share warrants, profits being toed as Capital, 


ур 
Dividends marked § are for a year, consisting of the latter part of one year and the first part of the next, 
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ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
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Present um een — Dividends for Е: а р сте 
Issue, — share me last three years, | June th, Jane te. | June lith, 1908. 
{ | 1800. | 1900. a | Highest | Lowest. 
20,000 British гта : Cum. Pref. eee ee [T1 10 TI eee — 5) 44— 5} ee TP 
800,0007 Do. 1st Mort. ve Boc Red. Stoch 86 — 90 86 — 90 $5 $us 
90,000 Do. саса oe | 10 T dui 13 123— 13 1292 | 11% 
600,000? Do. 5 Perpetual Debenture Stock Stock M 124 —127 126 = 
70,000 British 8 Wire Ord. . 10 eee 5 90 [4 15 * 10 zi 3 — B 71— 84 eee . 
70,000 Do. do. 69 Cum. Pref. - eee -— 5 |... 51— 54 54— 6 A 985 
50,000 Browett, Lindley & Co. HE - - vi 8. .. | 188. to 15s. | 13s. to 158. - - 
50,000 um, Pret. ooe tee I 6 eee 16/6 to 17/0 16/6 to 17/0 ° еее 
105,791 Brush Hlecl. "Enging., 'Ord., 1 to pre 731 eee әве eee 54 5 Nil 14— 1 = i oe TII 
150,000 Do. о 4 7 Fer 6% Pref, .. ees eee 6 6 3 % 1g— 21 12— 21 os TIT 
195,000; Do. 41 Pen Perp. Deb. Stock ee eee . eee „ө? eos 101 —104 101 —104 ee oe 
125,000? Do. = E а были Deb. Stock - is - ; 95 —100 95 —100 E dis 
30,000 Callender’s Oable Construction Nos. 1—30,000 ` ... 5 | 15 $ 15 UU 17 — 18 17 — 18 - a 
40,000 Do. do. 5 % Cum eee eee III III — 6 53— €1 6-A TII 
90, 0001 Do. do. 44 % ist Mort. Deb. Stock Red eee eee eve eee 111 —115 111 —115 . oe 
1,969,900. Oentral London Railway, "e Btock . e us ‘es E 4 91104 —106 {104 —107 1063 | 105 
440, 440,100 Do. do. Pref. Btock .. ese see seu see 4 103 2106 103 — 106 1061 104 
440,100 Do. do.. do. eos TID [rr eee eee 4 100 —103 100 —103 101 wee 
855,000 City and Beuth London Railway | eee eee [TI СІІ) 1% 13% 3 | 71 — 74 71 — 74 79} 714 
100,000! Do. 5 95 1st Mort. Reg. Debs., 1 to 900 ot - Mos —108 91103 —108 105 | 1044 
£100, and 901 to 11,000 of £50 red tes унае, dete 7308 2109 108 Ф 
99,261 Edison & Bwan Utd. El. Lgt., “A” shares, 23 pd. 1 to 99,261 | 6 24% i- 8 i— 1 РР У 
17, 199 Do. do. do. “A” Shares, 01—017, 139 eae 6 24% 2 — 3 14— 21 TI . 
344,023: Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red - е des 75 — 80 75 — 80 75 
100,000; Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. VERO Des е — 82 — 87 82 — 87 “a А 
112,100 Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... eps 6%| 6% 1j— 12 lj- 1 * 
31,390 Do. do, А Cum, Pref., 1 to 31, 390... өөө ә ies 24— 3 24— 3 к 
182, 500 Ро. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Btook ә - 29 97 —101 $9 —102 bea ‘ 
18,000 General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Cum. Pref. .. 508 ids 585 85 10 — 104 | 10 — 104 102 
150,000 Do. do. 4 Mort. Deb. eer eee eos ees see 98 —101 98 — 101 eos 
35,000 Henley's (W. т). Telegraph Works, Ord. ... ELT 5 | 15 20 20 [4 163— 174 | 16$— 174 17 
85,000 Do. do. % Pref. 4% 43 T 54— 6 5)— 6 ins ade 
50,0007 Do. E do. 44 Mort. Deb. Stock. ee абе tis 111 —115  |111 —115 АРА РРР 
50,000 India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph M ai - 10 $ 10 $ 2 — 22 21 — 22 i Я 
800, 0007 Do. do. do. 4% 1st Mort. Deb .. e$? 99 —102 99 —102 y А 
87, 500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ses ves 3% * 14% 413 1H 443— 41 PA А 
10,000 + Do. do. Pref., £10 pie. 103— 11 | 109-11. | 
7, 500 | Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to i 500 ... — ees vee 154 164 154—1 Є 
§Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pref. . ee - "M в ® 19/0 to 20/0 |... 
37,850 | Telegraph Oonstraction and Maintenance ... . 15 174 20 [4 34 — 37 94 — 37 36% | 35% 
150,000; Do. 4 % Deb. Ваз. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 А ex .. |103 —106 103 —106 ses T 
25,000 Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,000 ... ees 12 % ese 94— 104 94— 104 ave a 
90,000 Do. do. 5 % Om. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000... 54— 6 — 6 М s 
540,000} Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Btock ... .. ... 39 3 % 3 %| 92 — 95 | 98 — 96 944 | 934 


t Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange. 


1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fuliy paid. V From Brodford Share Last. 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
е Construction and Maintenance, Af. Oldham, Ashton, and Hyde Eleetrio (418 på), Orte, 144—185, 


Consolidated 
Rational оско Pree W 1. 
$ From Manchester Share List, Bank rate of diseount 3 per cent. (February 6th, 1902). 


* From Birmingham Bbare List, 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, June 11th. 


CHEMICALS, &о. This week. Last week. Ino. or Dec, METALS, . (eontinued.) This "еек | Last week. Ine. oz Dec. 
е Acid, Н oo e, Per Ст, 6/- 6/- ee g Copper Sheet eo зо ә» Per ton £00 £69 ee 
6 n Maio norte se „ per еті. 4. 29J- eo f n Rod.. es А ee per ton £209 £09 . 
е „ Oxalic ee ве oe per еті. 09J- 82/- oe é ae ‘Blectrolytic) ee per ton £68 £68 ee 
е „ Bulpburio.. .. . per owt. 6/6 5/6 ee © n n ee per ton £% £16 os 
e Ammoniac, Sal А eo рег owt, 43]. 49J- ee б un an eo per ton £68 268 .• 
e Ammonia, Muriate (orysial).. рег don 488 10 £88 se "ME : Н.О, Wire Per Ib. 84. 8d. s 
а a ? ee per ton 88 888 ee f Ebonite oe es ee ee per Ib. 97 * ee 
2 nt oe oe per ton 2,1 21 ee / * eet ee oe eo per lb, 16 . T 
eB eof Oarbon .. . per ton ё £15 - » German Silver Wire oo co por lb. ri ec 
e Borax ee өө eo se per ton 218 218 . h Guita- a fine.. ег oe per Ib. gr oe 
e Bensole ) ee m ee per gal. 96 LA ee h India-rabber, Para fine .. ee per Ib. |2 {114 to 8/04 sni io 80, ee 
а ee ee ee per gal. 6 Б se 4 Iron, Charcoal Sheets ee e per ton £18 ee 
а горн ulphate oo per 619 £19 : 6 „ Pig (Cleveland warrante) .. рег юп . 49/9 б ad. inc. 
@ Ni oe oe ee per ton 494 494 e € u ph осон per ton Prom £11 il ee 
$ " White eo Per ton 281 281 sù € „ Serap,heavy.. .. . per ton 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 50 T 
тегобе oo n gal gr e Am 19 ee í IT] Wire, galvanised No, 8 ee per ton | £9 15 ELM ee 
e на осе рег gal. 6/6 p x s Lend, English Ingot .. . perwon| £1110 211 428] дес. 
per e ва. ва. [1 8 as 8 ee ee per ten 418 £18 eo 
ee per ton 394 94 T F „„ Der 8/- _ 8/5 oe 
м ee per ton £85 £85 ° Meroury ee . per 16 ` £815 . 
« Bhellac „ per owt. 110/- 110/- К 4 Mioa (in original cases), small ee per Ib. 8d. to 9d. | 8d. to 94. es 
2 Bulpbate ot 7 .. per ton 86 10 84 855 4 „ " i per 1р. to 2/0 1/9 to #9 T 
5 Sublimod ee per ton 26 6 #8 5 e d a 7 „ Der Ib. 8/890 1/8 | 880078 ёв 
e eo per ton 5 18 sb 10 ee э Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per Ib. |11 440 20 1144. to 1/3 а 
D ee per ton &6 85 ee p " bars & per Ib. | 1/- to - to 1/8 - 
© adis, о ИТИНИ .. perton| 41015 | 41015 к p ж „ віра per Ib. 1/2 1s E 
в n ee ee ee per ton 428 £8 ee o Platinum se Wire өө eo Per os. 84 1 £4 1 ee 
а ate, casks e ber lb 344. в. КА Silicium Bronse Wire per lb, | 94. to 1 93. to lJ- à 
Steel, Magnet, scc'd’ag vo daso'p'n рег ton From £15 to £40 ee 
METALS. Фе. 1 * 1 eo өө $ ‘os 1 ee 
b Aluminium Ingots, із ton lots per ton | 4168 £148 is о Тіз, block .. .. .. . pertonj ig 415 19 } | £2 10 dec. 
88 Tre, in to ton lots per ton £994 ee : 98 to n ee per Ib. 1/6 16 ee 
" eet, in tom lote per ton £191 - 8191 - wire, Nos. 10168 .. per ib 1/8 18 8 
р Babbite’s metal сео. . рет ton | £40 tn 400 | 240 to 2160 ve Anti- tristion Morale — 
e Brass ed metal S to 19") basie per ib. i А e. „ White Ans” brand . per ton] £85 to £65 | £36 to £6) 
в per ib. A о id. ino. П isa 2/108 Grey Coman, on «ia per ib. 1а. Id. 
б „ » (sold drawn) .. oer ib. та. а. a 1 es. Maz der ib а: 
e oe D ee ee per ib Id. Td. ee 1 8 oly A9 Ibe. Russian ee per ib. d. 4 
e Coover Tubes (bresed) . per tb he x „ 10 80. Russian, single .. per ib. 4 4id. 
e e solid drawn) per ib 9d. А § a 80 ibe. Juve rove . der ton] £10 2 6 £10 2 6 
g Oopper Bate (best seisceed) .. рог ton 869 £60 855 В ine, э. (Vise Montane nad.) per tan £22 £33 10 
IG TNAM [ut Pies Gp et Toe rp к монге Меда NT 
tati Fi uminium T e e88TS. James aks T 0 m Mesar var 
Applied by 4 е Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Bons. süppliad by ^ Messrs. Edward 1 Till & тро by n Messrs. P. Ormiston & Sons. 
esers. F. Wi серое Mesers. Bolling & Low 1 Matthey & Со. ГЫ. 
— Smith & Ce. — Walter H. Hindley & Oo. p The Phosphor Bronse Company, Ltd. 
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INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
By A. С. EBORBALL. 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


(Continued from page 959.) 


ASYNCHRONOUS Мотовв. 


"The great advantages of the asynchronous motor (induction 
motor) over the synchronous machine are that ite starting is simple, 
effective, and economical, that no direct current excitation is 
required, aud that its speed can be regulated; on the other hand, it 
is inferior, because of its relatively large no-load current and its 
lower power factor, especially below three-quarter load. These 
features of working are well known and appreciated nowadays, and 
need not be discussed here; on the other hand, time does not admit 
of a discussion of the many interesting pointe connected with the 
actual design of these motors. But before concluding the paper, 
two points in connection with the subject may be.referred to. 

The first point relates to the starting capabilities of the induc- 
tion motors used for every-day industrial pu , a8 distinct from 
traction and similar work ; regarding this question there still seems 
to be a certain amount of misunderstanding prevalent among those 
a iai who have been used more А АЫ to direct-current 
work. | 

The polyphase induction motor, constructed with a permanently 
short-cirenited rotor winding, that is, with a squirrel cage rotor, or 
a modification of it, is naturally an ideal motor from the user's 
point of view. On account of its simplicity it is low in first сові, 
and easy to operate, and'the cost of upkeep is negligible, insomuch 
as there is nothing to get out of order, or to require attention or 
renewal. But principally on account of the starting of motors of 
this type, it becomes necessary to limit the size of such motors 
when a large scheme for the distribution of power is concerned > 
the power station superintendent has, in fact, to insist that all 
induction motors connected to the mains shall be provided with 
rotor resistances for starting, when these motors exceed a certain 
size, say, about 5 B. H. p. 

Induction motors, with permanently short-circuited rotors, require 
an altogether abnormal starting current, especially if they are 
required to start against any considerable load. For on account of 
the relatively low resistance of the rotor bars and connecting rings 
(or stripe), there is nothing to limit the current taken at the moment 
of starting, except the magnetic leakage from pole to pole of the 
stator, and the lowering of the pressure on the motor ls; 
the former will increase so enormonsly, that the useful rotor flux 
(that flux actually getting into the rotor and cutting the bars) will 
be relatively small. Thusthe starting torque (which is proportional 
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In the former case the rush of current is only momentary, but in 
the latter case the large current is required for some time, as the 
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starting is certainly not good (unless the motor is provided with a 
special high resistance rotor, which means low efficiency at load), 
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Arrangement for short-circuiting the Rings and raising the Brushes after the Motor has attained full spced. 
Fig. 19.—8LIT Rings AND Brush GEAR ron 60.B.H.P. INDUCTION Moron. 


to the useful flux and to the rotor current) will be quite small, 
although the starting current of the motor is so great; moreover, 
this large starting current is (on account of the great leakage) of 
very low power factor, and thus causes very harmful effects on 
the pressure regulation of the system. Naturally, the pressure on 
the terminals of the motor also falls; which, in turn, affects the 
starting torque, as the latter is proportional to the square of the 
terminal pressure. For these reasons, the very best induction 
motors of this type on the market, when starting against the load 
offered by a belt and loose pulley only, take a current equal to at 
least twice the full load current; when starting with full load 
torque this will increase to three to four times the full load current. 


and hence it follows that, under the latter conditions of operation, 
the motor is liable to burn out—it will do so if there are any weak 
points in it, or if it takes too long to speed up. | 

It will therefore be readily understood, from what has been said 
above, that the successful operation of a large power distribution 
scheme would be impossible if large motors of this type were used 
indiscriminately ; even if there was no lighting work, the effect of 
the starting of such motors would be detrimental to the proper per- 
formance of other motors connected to the system. For this reason, 
it is absolutely necessary that all induction motors of any size 
should be fitted with elip rings, and be operated (at starting) with 
rotor resistances. In the author's opinion all metors above 5 B. E.., 
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7 | 
having to start against load, should be so fitted ; if they are not 
required to start against load, permanently short-circuited rotors can 
be used for motors up to 8 в.н.р. inclusive. 

The introduction of a non-inductive resistance into the rotor 
circuits at starting, which can be gradually cut out as tbe motor 
T up, enables polyphase induction motors to start nearly as 
effectively and economically as the corresponding direct-current 
shunt-wound motors; as a matter of fact, the conditions are quite 
analogous in the two cases. The table given below is typical of 
the starting performance of modera three-phase motors (with slip 
rings) of absolutely standard design, that is to say, motors which 
have not been specially designed for large starting torques. The 
figures in question have been taken at random from a collection of 
test-room data relative to different sizes and makes of induction 
motor. 


Normal rating of motor. рю вн) Юън. 15 B.H.P. 
No load spee. 375 1,000 1,000 
Frequency .... `... р ies n" 25 50 50 
Terminal pressure. 1,000 | 500 500 
Full-load current per phase 175 32 15 
„ efficiency s 94 % 90% 885% 
- power factor З 91% 90% 90 
„ Шр... aes 2 20% 25 
Maximum load, before falling out of step | ' a4 
„ is P 750 . 62 ; 34 
No load current _ 40 | 9 4 
Toxque at full load... oe 5,050. 162 81 
Starting torque with full load current. 4,900 158 | 78 
Maximum value of starting torque . . |11,500 350 zh 
5 


Starting current for this value of torque 575 | 105 


Note (a). The values above have been taken directly from the 
test-curves—all the tests were carried out at constant (normal) 
terminal pressure. | 

(b) All the values for the torque are expressed in pound-feet. 

From the above table it will be seen that for a starting current 
equal to the full load current the torque at starting is about 97 per 
cent. of the full load running torque; moreover, the maximum 
starting torque is equal to 2°27,'2°15 and 2°55 times the full load 
running torque respectively. Such values as these are sufficient for 
all usual purposes, but clearly they can be largely increased if 
desired by altering slightly the design of the motor, taking, for 
instance, fewer stator conductors and a greater flux; the latter will, 
of course, cause corresponding increases in the no load currents 
of the motors, which are not, as a rule, objectionable. 


The table also gives a good idea of the. running performance of 


three-phase induction motors of ‘standard design with respect to 
efficiency, power factor, slip, no load current, &c. For similar 
figures relative to slow-speed motors, a reference to fig. 18 (a and B) 
may be made. | 

When induction motors are fitted with slip rings and brushes in 
connection with the rotor windings, it always pays to make suitable 
. arrangements for short-circuiting the rings and lifting off the 
brushes as soon as the motor has reached ite full speed ; in this 
way practically all wear of the brushes and rings is prevented, 
while the friction and copper losses that would otherwise occur at 
the brush contacts and the copper loss in the conductors leading to 


the starting box are done away with. As the rotor currents are in | 


general very heavy, thése losses are well worth taking care of. An 
arrangement of this character is shown in fig. 19; it is a very 
simple: and effective device, not at all likely to get out of order, 
and is comparatively inexpensive; the size illustrated is suitable 
for an induction motor of 50—60 B. H. p. 
such’ arrangements approximate to the condition of motors with 
permanently short-circuited rotors when running, while when 
starting they are free from the disadvantages of the latter type. 

The other point connected with polyphase induction motors 
which may be profitably referred to here is the great advantage of 
low frequencies for slow-speed motors. This is best illustrated 
by means of an example taken from practice. The curves in fig. 18 
(a and в) refer to two slow-speed motors of respectively 350 в.н.р. 
and 115 в.н.р.; the former (бр. 184) is a motor directly coupled 
to a mining ventilator running at 310 revolutions per minute, 
while the latter (fig. 188) is directly coupled to a (Riedler) bigh- 
speed pump running at 200 revolutions per minute. 


(То be concluded.) 


AUTOMATIC RELAY TRANSLATION FOR LONG 
SUBMARINE CABLES. 


By 8. G. Brown. 
(Paper read in London, May 1st, 1902.) 


: (Continued. from page 960.) 


Lord Rayleigh in testing magnetometrically a bar of iron, one 
end of the iron being very near the magnetometer, and with a com- 
pensating coil adjusted to balance the magnetism, which a feeble 
magnetising current induced in the bar, found that the compensa- 
tion remained perfect if the magnetic force fell below 0:00004 C.G.S. 
Within this range of force there is no retentiveness. The magne- 


Motors provided with 


— 


tising process 


begins like the straining of a solid body with an 
elastic stage, within which there is no permanent set. Some elec- 
tricians have thought that there must be a drawback to the use of 
iron in these shunts, especially as the iron forms a closed circuit. 
They have suggested air as being a more perfect material, but I 
think the above. well meets their objection. The permeability of 
the iron of these inductive shunts when used for cable work is 
probably somewhere about 150 as against the 1,200, or thereabouts, 
when used as transformers for alternating-current lighting work, the 
permeability of air being 1. | 
Magnetic shunts have been designed, so that the molecules of 
iron may be shaken up by an alternating-current excitation. This 
alternating-current circuit is disposed so that there shall be no 
interaction between it and the shunt-winding. The permeability of 
the iron may thus be greatly increased. The method has been tried 
with satisfactory results. These magnetic shunts are of very great 
value in cable work, for they steady and curb the action of the 
relay coil, and without them relay working would be well nigh 
impossible. Their action on a siphon recorder is no less marked ; 
using a “plain” automatic or hand-key as sender, they produce 
curbed signals, and this with an increase of speed. з TM 
The drum cable relay apparatus, so far as I have described it, is 
all that is necessary for simple translation on short cables, a hand- 
key being used at the first station, the relays, R R”, being connected 
to work two sounders, which sounders are joined up with a battery, 
in the same way as a hand-key, to transmit the messages over the 
second line; but in what follows І shall assume that at the originat- 
ing station an “ automatic transmitter" is employed. A. 
Although scarcely necessary, it may be well here to call attention 
to the fact that when a cable is worked at its highest practical 
speed, many of the originating impulses are obliterated from 
the received signals whenever successive impulses of the same 
polarity orsign occur. It is, therefore, evident that if the impulses 
sent by the relay apparatus into the second cable are to be identical 
in character with those sent into the first, it is necessary to repro- 
duce the missing "beats." The instrament used for this purpose 
is called an “interpolator.” Its action resembles that of the auto- 
matic transmitter at the originating station, with this difference, 


that the movements of its transmitting levers, instead of being 
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governed by the perforations in the punched tape or strip, are 
governed by the motions of the relay tongue. The interpolator 
sends into the second cable impulses similar to those entering the 
first cable, and these may be either “curbed” or “plain,” as 
required. To use this instrument to the best advantage, it is 
necessary that it should run in approximate synchronism with the 
automatic transmitter, and that the speed of the last-named instru- 
ment should be nearly uniform. 

The interpolator consists of two sets of signalling levers, similar 
to each other, but mechanically distinct. One set sends on the “dot” 
signals and the other the “dashes.” Fig. 2 shows the mechanism of 
one-half of the interpolator, which acts as an automatic transmitter, 
forwarding the “ dot" signals received by the drum relay from the 
first into the second cable. The electro-magnet E is worked from 
the relay в’ of fig. 1. The other set of mechanism, or “ dash " side, 
not shown, is worked from the relay, R”. When the electro-magnet 
в is energised, it pulls down its armature, removing the catch, c, from 
holding the clutch-sleeve, a, and allowing it to revolve. The clutch- 
sleeve, as it revolves, moves the lever, L, so as to make contact with 
the lower contact point, ғ, this putting battery to line; в is a spring 
lever worked from a crank-pin on top of the clutch-sleeve; the 
crank-pin revolving, rocks the lever, and operates the reverser, B, 
to which the battery is connected, and this, at stated times in the 
revolution, reverses the battery, which acts as a curb to the first 
battery current, or cutting off the battery and putting the line to 
earth, to act as plain” automatic, as the case may be. By moving 
the reverser, В, relatively to the crank-pin, a bias may be given to the 
spring of the lever, s. Such a motion will allow of the duration of 
the curb or earthing period being adjusted. р is a spiral spring to 
help the clutch-sleeve to ride over its lifting rollers. The clutch 
mechanism is driven by a small governed electro-motor. The 
clutch is more particularly shown in fig. 3. 8 is a rotating spindle 
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to which the oollar, a, is fixed. The clutch-sleeve, loose on the 
spindle, carries on ite end the cam plate a,and is provided at its lower 
end with teeth, which are adjusted to gear with similar teeth on the 
collar. A spring, B, tends to force the clutch sleeve into engagement 
with the collar. The sleeve is provided with pins or projections, 
one of which, с, engages with the arresting device, and these ride 
upon fixed lifting rollers L L (which are shown dotted) when the 
sleeve is at rest, and thereby raise it out of engagement with the 
rotary spindle When the arresting devioe is removed by the 
magnet, и, the clutch sleeve is pulled off the rollers, L L, by a spring 
pulling at the crank-pin, р, and thus thrown into gear with the 
spindle, operating the tranemitting levers as previously described. 


out how unfairly the municipal officials deal with English manu- 
facturers, who are tied down by all manner of restrictions from 
which the foreigner isfree. The County and Borough Councils who 
have contracts for electrical machinery to give out, ingist on the 
&bove-named restrictions as regards English-made machinery, but 
allow the German, the Belgian, aud the American to dump their 
goods here at prices that are less than British prices, simply because 
there are no restrictions placed on the foreign workshop. As 
regards American products, of which Mr. Feilden speaks, it is, we 
believe, a fact that some municipal engineers specially exclude 
English products by well-known arts of specifying. 

In the same review Mr. Arthur Donald expresses sofnewhat our 


PLATE 2.—INTERPOLATOR. 


When an A is received from a long cable on the drum of the 
relay, the tongue remains in contact with the dot side throughout 
the four beats of the letter, simply producing one long contact on 
the “dot” Post Office relay. This ong signal is split up by the 
interpolator and transmitted as four dots. | 


(To be continued. ) 


THE AMERICAN INVASION. 


А соор deal is made in the New Liberal Review of the American 
invasion so called. What does it all amount to? For several years 
past there have been good harvests in America. The consequence of 
this good time for what constitutes four-fifths of the industry of the 
United States is that American railroads, the steel works that sell 
to tbese lines and all who prey on the poor Western farmer have 
been making money. We, on the other hand, have spent a lot of 
money in South Africa, partly, we might say, to fit it for the sale of 
German and American goods at preferential rates over our own goods, 
Is it surprising that over wealthy Americans finding in England an 
opportunity of profit should come over to reap that profit? Oar 
own capitalists have declined to consider electrical undertakings as 
worth their money. Naturally for loss or profit other capital has 
obtained control. 16 may be that the Americans will drop money 
in some of their tube undertakings. If Americans would act fairly, 
there could be no reason to object to their using their capital here. 
But there is a suspicion that American financial methods are crooked. 
They have appeared very curious in the tobacco trust business. 
People doubt their bona fides in the shipping business, which is 
one of the tentacles of the Steel Trust. The American people 
themselves, the multi-millions who are not multi-millionaires, have 
less love for trusts than we as yet have in Great Britain, whether 
it be in beef orsteel, and the poor dried-up weazened Western 
farmer, the only unprotected crittur in God's own country,” hates 
them worst of all. This country has for long been a Free Trade 
oduntry and has prospered by its policy, but has, strangely enough, 
secured nothing but foreign hstred by its freedom. We are not 
much in accord with Mr. Theo. Feilden, but it must be said 
that he has a good deal of right on his side when he points 


* 


own ideas that there is no occasion to weep because capital is 
attracted here. 

Have we not heard ad nauseum that for years capital has sought 
its investments too much abroad? Now that capital actually comes 
here, we are asked to be afraid. 

It is true that the general tone and attitude of the American is 
too much tinged with insolent contempt of all things British, but it 
would be difficult for him to come up to the level of hatred we all 
feel for certain railways. The fact that we have done so well in 
England with such a class of man to block progress as is found on 
so many railwuy boards, is proof enough of vitality somewhere, and 
it is creditable to Mr. Yerkes that he has been able to move and 
effect something in the railway atmosphere. 

It is said that certain undertakings in this country are merely the 
tentacles of the Steel Trust, and have resolved to crush out all com- 
peting industries. This is an American attitude that cannot be 

ooked on with approval, and should it be persisted in, it might 
happen that the people of this country woald resolve to change 
their long fixed policy and put a sharp stop on such practices. 
There is a large number of people already desirous of protection. 
They are chiefly the young, who do not remember the old days of 
protection, and are unconscious that thei: arguments as to the ruin 
of the country are but repetitions of what may be found in any file 
of 60 years old newspapers. 

It would be а pity to depart from our free trade policy, but if a 
majority of the people decided to do so, under the belief that 
foreign methods of finance were unfairly influencing the prosperity 
of the country, protection would be inevitable, and would probably 
defeat its own intentions. A termination of the war and a resump- 
tion of the usual course of commercial activity, together with a 
little more “wake up” of our ricb men, should do а good deal to 
keep American enterprise within fair and legitimate lines. We can 
certainly see no wrong in the fact of using foreign capital to help 
British progress. It may be a return for the many hundreds of 
millions sterling paid by Great Britain to build up American rail- 
roads, much of which capital was lost for ever by rotten finance. 


New Edition.— A fifth edition of Mr. Perren Maycock's 


well-known “ Electric Lighting and Power Distribution," Vol. i., 


bas just been issued by Messrs. Whittaker & Co., of Paternoster 


Square. The book has been subjected to revision and correction 
throughout, the last chapter having been practically re-written. 
Therein will be found oacriptions and illustrations of several 
up-to-date types of direct-current generator, 
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GERMAN STORAGE BATTERY COMPANIES. 


DISSOLUTION ‘OF THE ACCUMULATOR SYNDICATE. 


THE syndicate of makers of storage batteries in Germany has now 
been dissolved. It was formed about a year and a half ago, when 
the cost of raw materials was high, for the purpóse of advancing 
the prices of accumulators commensurately with the greater outlay 
incurred in manufacturing operations, and its sphere of activity was 
restricted wholly to stationary batteries or those used for lighting 
and power stations. Since then, however, raw materials have 
declined below the level attained prior to the constitution of the 
syndicate, and as the latter declined to entertain a proposal made 
by the Berlin Accumulator Company to reduce prices to a pro- 
portionate extent, the company withdrew from thie o tion in 
April, and at the same time lowered its quotations by 20 per cent. 
as compared with the list charges of Мау, 1900. The immediate 
effect of this action has been the retireroent of other firms from the 
syndicate, and the collapse of the ring. A further reduction in 
prices amounting to 18 per cent. has been made by the company in 
question, but this is merely nominál, inasmuch as the rebates or 
discounts allowed bave been curtailed to the same degree. It is 
not at all surprising to find the syndicate being dissolved in view of 
one firm after another withdrawing from it, but it is somewhat 
remarkable to bear of philanthropy in. business matters which 
constrains one of the principal companies to take a step for giving 
its consumers the benefit of a diminution in the cost of raw 
materials. The action in this t seems to suggest that the 
prices fixed by the syndicate were more or less nominal and 
incapable of being obtained. 
attempt is now being made to form a new syndicate of battery 
makers, or to establish a common basis of prices, but nothing 
definite has so far been settled. | 

The Accumulator Company, of Berlin and Hagen, which is 
interested in the Tudor battery, has a share capital amounting to 
£312,500, and has paid dividends of 10 per cent. since 1895 down 
to the end of 1900. As it has now been decided to make the 
financial period correspond with the calendar year, the report pre- 
sented by the directors at the recent meeting only covered a 
périod of six months, which terminated at tbe end of December, 
1901. During the half-year the gross profits earned reached 
£71,856 as compared with £148,871 in the preceding complete 
financial year, and tbe net profits amounted to £24,019 as against 
£51,810. This sum allows of the payment of a dividend at the rate 
of 5 per cent. for the six months, The company, which owns 
factories in Hagen, Hirschwang and Buda-Pesth, bas acquired the 
whole of the share capital of the Oberspree Accumulator Company, 
thus allowing it to again enter into friendly relations with the 
Berlin Company for Electrical Enterprises—the former proprietor 
of the Oberspree Works—and ite associate, the Union Electricity 
Company, of the same city. When the report of the directors was 
written atthe end of March, the value of the orders on hand at that 
time was £100,000 less than at the corresponding period of 1901, 
andas no improvement has taken place since then the turnover is 
less than was tbe case a year ago. Herr Correns, bowever, informed 
the shareholders at the recent meeting that there is no occasion for 
entertaining apprehensions in regard to the future. 

The affairs of the Pollak Accumulator Company, of Frankfort-on- 
the-Maine, which was constituted in 1894, with the modest capital 
of £25,000, and subsequently increased to £100,C00, have been 
revealed in a light that is exceedingly unsatisfactory to the share- 
holders. After making a distribution of 8 per cent. in 1899, and of 
7 per cent. in 1900, it had been expected tbat at least 4 per cent. 
would be paid for the past year. The disappearance, however, of 
one of the directors, who has since terminated his earthly existence, 
led to the discovery of pencil notes showing a heavy deficit for 1901, 
and an investigation of the books has since indicated a debit 
balance to the extent of £27,430 for that year. By drawing upon 
the reserve funds the deficit becomes reduced to £13,563. It turns 
out that the unfortunate position of the company really extends 
over both 1900 and 1901, as in the former year some of the assets, 
amounting to £11,200, were actually booked twice over, so that 
instead of there having been a profit, an actual deficit was incurred 
in 1900, when a dividend of 7 per cent. was paid. The present 
directors attribute the unsatisfactory results to the Vienna branch, 
the high cost of raw materials, the diminution in sales and expensive 
experiments which were only concluded at the end of 1901, and 
which are thought to be full of promise for the future of the under- 
taking. Whilst steting that the critical situation is still engaging 
the attention of the directors, it should be mentioned that Herr C. 
Pollak, the founder of the company, retired from 16 out of considera- 
tion for his health as far back as 1899. 

The report for 1901 of the Boese Accumulator and Electricity 
Company, of Berlin, which holds an exclusive license for the Stone 


train lighting system in Germany, states that the industrial depres- - 


sion has disadvantageously affected working operations, and this 
and other causes have largely diminished the financial result& After 
meeting expenditure, and providing for depreciation, the net profits 
amount to £10,946, as compared with £37,530 in 1900, and it is pro- 
posed to pay a dividend at the rate of 4 per cent, as against 11 per 
cent. in the preceding year. As far as the Stone system is con- 
cerned, the report mentions that 79 railway coacbes are now 
equipped on this principle, including 20 Imperial mail vans, and 
more favourable prospects exist at the present time for the exten- 
sion of electric lighting in trains. 

The Oberspree Accumulator Company, of Berlin, which was 
founded in 1899 by the Berlin Company for Electrical Enterprises, 


However that may be, another 


with a capital of £150,000, has now passed into the on of 
the Berlin Accumulator Company, although the price at which the 
shares have been acquired has not transpired. Unsuocessful in 1899 
and 1900, the position of the Oberspree Company became worse 
last year, which has closed with a loss of £33,592, and the sale of 
the undertaking to the Berlin Company is perhaps the best course 


which could have beén pursued under the circumstances. 


REFUSE DESTRUCTION: ITS SANITARY 
AND ITS STEAM RAISING ASPECTS. 


By FRANK BROADBENT, M.I.E.E. 


(Continued from page 885.) 


II. 
From the data given in the preceding tables, it is possible 
to caleulate approximately the combined calorific value of 
the mixed materials constituting the refuse, or © dust.” 

In the following table, which refers to London refuse 
only, the figures denoting the percentage weight are based 
upon the average values given in the analyses by Colonel 
Codrington and Mr. Jos. Russell, 

To anticipate the criticism that the figures are not 
accurate tò four places of decimals, it may be confessed that 
the nearest second figure only has been taken. This is 
sufficiently accurate, in view of the fact that the analyses 
are based upon the average values per 1,000 cartloads, which 
were not weighed to fractions of a pound. 


TABLE III. 


AVERAGE COMPOSITION AND CaLoRIPIC VALUE OF LONDON AsH- 
Bin REFUSB, CONTAINING THE AVERAGE PERCENTAGE ОР 


MOISTURE. 
| Weight | опе > Sanet 
° Component parts. ‚ (average) value af I In. ot 


Per cent. material. refuse, 


CE — A оос - — — 


Coll. 035 9,344 32:3 
Coke ... i is pu we O15 8,060 120 | 
Bones and offal | же | 037 5,344 19:7 
Breeze and cinder ... zos wee 1 2555 | 4,000 1,020 0 
Нав. eee | (040 ^ 3,334 133 
Paper, straw, fibrous material and | | 
vegetable refuse ... ... .. | 1315 | 2,534 331%0 
V | 470 | Nil. = 
Dust and dirt... : | 975 | T — 
Bottles D . 0:48 : s 
Metale, including tins M * 0:68 | x: — 
Crockery din id гав oe 1772 | - — 
Glass ... а ids еб "T" 37 | " — 


i 
| 


— — —— — — 


Totals | 


Шы» шы АКА — 1.428 ˙6 


Assuming, then, that there were no incombustible material 
at all, the average calorific value per pound of refuse is about 
half that of paper, fibrous and vegetable matter, and about 
jyth that of dry coal. As compared with coal, it has the 
further disadvantage that about 60 per cent. by weight is 
absolutely incombustible, e.g., glass, crockery, metals, dirt, 
&c., but which, if the refuse is put into the furnace in the 
unscreened state, must be raised to a high temperature at 
the expense of the combustible portions, Clearly, therefore, 
such material would not support its own combustion, if 
burned on an ordinary grate, and under ordinary conditions. 

It is necessary to surround it with a reverberatory mass of 
glowing material, either in the shape of other combustibles 
or a tirebrick arch, and in order to maintain a high tempera- 
ture in the furnace, forced draught is essential. The 


pressure of the blast must be varied to suit the requirements, 


but, generally speaking, a pressure of 14 in. w.g. 18 found to 
be sufficient. By such means the burning mass may be 
kept in a state of incandescence with, or without, the 
addition of coal or coke, depending upon the nature and 
state of the refuse. 

In addition to this, means must be provided to keep the 
gases, driven off from the refuse, in contact with the incan- 
descent fuel or firebrick for a sufficient length of time to 
render them harmless, innocuous and inodorous, 
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If a load of cold refuse is dumped or shovelled into a hot 
furnace, the first effect is to reduce the temperature. Then 
moisture and gases are driven off before the stuff begins to 
burn; and, if these were permitted to pass directly into the 
fines and chimney at a comparatively low temperature, the 
object of the destructor would, to that extent, be defeated. 
There are, in general, two methods of preventing this; the 
first being, to warm up or stew the refuse оп a dead plate 
. or hearth before it reaches the grate, the gases then passing 
over the furnace ; and the second, to provide a combustion 
chamber beyond the furnace, this chamber being kept at a 
temperature approaching 2,000? F. A combination embody- 
ing the features of the two methods is also used. 

It is, of course, important that no stewing of the refuse 
shall take place before it enters the destructor, and to avoid 
this the greatest care must be taken in designing а destructor 
plant to keep the tipping platform as cool as possible. 

In some cases neglect of this precaution, more particularly 
in furnaces fed from the top, in which case the refuse storage 
bins are over the flues, above the furnace level, has given 
rise to objectionable and insanitary smells. 

After passing through the flues the inert gases are dis- 
charged into the air by means of the chimney. This is, in 
effect, the only use of the chimney ; it is not for the purpose 
of creating a draught, nor for carrying objectionable fumes 
to a great height. If the destructor has done its work 
efficiently, there should be neither smoke, smeli, nor colour 
in the gases issuing from the chimney’s mouth. 

Sometimes a yellow tinge is observable in the escaping 
gases. This means dust, not the same as collected by the 
* dustman," but a very fine, almost impalpable, dust driven 
off from the furnaces, and possessing a characteristic and 
obnoxious odour. 

The emission of dust is evidence of imperfect design or 
proportion, as, with a perfectly designed plant, no dust, no 
smell, no nuisance should be, nor need be, emitted or created. 

The dust problem is one that has been met and overcome 
by experienced destructor makers. Baffle plates in the flues, 


swirling chambers, on the cream separator principle, and 


other efficient means are used; but the most obvious and 
common-sense method is to keep down the velocity of the 
gases by providing flues of ample size. The dust will then 
settle by ordinary gravitation in the flues, and at the base 
of the chimney. 

Having thus dealt, briefly, with the sanitary aspect of the 
matter, and mentioned in a very gen way, the chief 
requirements to be met in & satisfactory destructor, the way 
is clear for a consideration of the subject from the steam- 
raising point of view. 

As was mentioned in the opening sentence of these 


articles, the sole object to be aimed at in designing a 


refuse destructor should be to thoroughly cremate the refuse ; 
the production of steam should be looked upon as a secondary 
consideration. 

It must not be supposed that the production of steam by 
means of a destructor is deprecated ; by all means, utilise 
the heat to the best advantage, but on no account must this 
be done at the expense of efficient and perfect, cremation. 

- Every attempt to specially adapt a destructor to the duty 
of steam raising, has resulted in impairing its efficiency for 
both purposes; whilst, on the other hand, every improve- 
ment made from the crematory or sanitary point of view, 
has, at the same time, increased its effectiveness, both as a 
destructor and as a steam generator, and its efficiency as the 
5 may be taken as a sure guide to its efficiency as the 
other. 

The steam raising properties of a good modern destructor 
are now so far recognised, that it is becoming the general 
practice to include a high-pressure boiler as part of the 
equipment of an up-to-date plant. 

As to the best type of boiler to adopt, this is a matter 
depending entirely upon the nature of the work it has to do. 
If constancy of steam pressure is desirable as in electric 
lighting work, then a boiler with large amount of thermal 
storage is best, as, owing to the necessity for clinkering the 
furnaces periodically, the temperature of the flue gases is 
subject to fluctuations which would render the maintenance 
of constant pressure in, say, a water-tube boiler, difficult, if 
not impossible. A boiler of the Lancashire type, in which 
there is a considerable reserve of heat units in the water, 


does not feel the variation of temperature so much, and for 
this reason has advantages over the water-tube type 

One disadvantage in connection with the Lancashire type 
of boiler is that when bricked up in front, the man holes, 
blow-off cock, &c., are not so accessible as when the boiler 
is nsed in the ordinary way for coal firing. It is generally 
necessary to introduce an extra length of piping, and at leart 
one bend between the boiler and the blow-off oock, in order 
to render the latter accessible at all. This is, of course, 
an objection, particularly in cases where much scale or 
sediment is thrown down. 

For traction work, pumping, mortar-mixing, and like 
operations, in which constancy of steam pressure ig not so 
vital as in electric lighting work, any type of boiler that 
might be used under ordinary coal firing conditions is equally 
suitable. 

(To be continued.) 
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THE MEXBORO’ ELECTRIC LIGHTING AND 
DESTRUCTOR WORKS. 


THE combined U.D.C. refuse destructor and electric light- 
ing works were formally opened on the 29th ult. 

The system adopted is the low-tension three-wire con- 
tinuous current system with accumulators, 

As a refuse destructor is combined with the steam-raising 
plant, accumulators form a very important and necessary 
adjunct, as, by their use, the profitable load on the destructor 
is levelled up and spread over a longer period than would 
otherwise be the case. 6 

Three departments of the Council are directly concerned 
in the working of the installation. 

The Sanitary Committee are responsible for the supply of 
steam, which it ig intended shall be raised entirely by the 
burning of ashpit and other refuse. The Electric Light 
Committee have control of the works; and the Highway 
Committee are the principal customers, as public lighting 
forms a considerable portion of the load. 

Public lighting is another very useful factor making for 
the efficient use of the destructor, as, like accumulators, it . 
tends to prolong the hours of working. 

This is not the first attempt in Mexboro’ to dispose of the 
town's refuse by burning. For some years it was burnt in a 
primitive fashion in an old quarry, the site of ‘which was 
readily localised by the smell and smoke, which, acoording to 
a local account, © were wafted on the summer breeze.” 

The present destructor is an up-to-date one, by the enter- 
prising firm of Meldrum Bros., Limited. 

It is of the three-cell * Simplex" type, having a total 
grate area of 75 aq. ft. | 

Each of the three ashpits is provided with &wo forced 
draught blowers, controlled from the front, the air of the 
draught being heated to 350? F. by passing through a 
regenerator placed in the flues, The heated gases, on leaving 
the furnaces, pass through a combustion chamber, which, 
being placed at right angles to the furnace, acts also as a 
baffle to intercept the dust. 

The capacity of the destructor is 20 tons in 16 hours, 
which works out to about 374 lps. per sq. ft. of grate area. 
We underetand, however, that this rate can be increased very 
considerably when necessary. 

The refuse at Mexboro’ is considered to be of good calorific 
value, аз, owing to many of the householders being miners, 
who get free coal, it contains a fair proportion of cinders. 

The steam- raising plant consists of two Lancashire boilers, 
each 24 ft. long by 7 ft. 6 in. in diameter. One of these is 
heated by the destructor gases, and the other is adapted to 
be fired by coal. 

In both cases hand-firing is adopted; the boiler steam 
pressure is 150 lbs. рег sq. in. 

The engine room contains, at present, two coupled sets, 
capable of developing 50 Kw. at 440 to 480 volts, at a speed 
of 500 r.p.m., and at а steam pressure of 140 lbs. per sq. in. 
In addition to the generators there is à balancer-booster con- 
sisting of four machines coupled together. 

Adjoining the engine room is the accumulator room, con- 
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taining 250 cells, having an output of 600 ampere-hours at 
a 10-hour rate, or 450 ampere-hours at a 5-hour rate. 

The public lighting consists of 213 street lamps, each 
containing two 16-c.P. lamps and fitted with Prism globes, 


and 15 enclosed arc lamps of 500 с.р. Attached to each arc 


lamp pillar are two 25-c.r. incandescent lamps, which are 
lighted after midnight, when. the arcs are switched off. The 
incandescent lamps in the street pillars can be switched off 
independently. The street lighting generally is controlled 
from six switch pillars, and it is intended-that an attendant 
shall cycle round to turn the lamps on or off. It ів calcu- 
lated that this can be done in 20 minutes. The street lights 
are supplied from the distributors which supply the private 
lighting. All the Council's premises are wired, including 
the Market Hall and the Free Library. | 
The public lighting replaces 189 gas lights of lower 

candle-power, which formerly cost the Council £400 a year. 
__ Up to the present the following lengths of cable have been 
laid :—1,800 yards of feeders, 2,600 yards of distributors, 
and 10,000 yards of public lighting cables. 

. The principal contractors, and the approximate amounts 
of their contracts, were :— _ 3 E 


. £4,100. 


Buildings, G. H. Smith bes ies Bie Os ча ; 

Destructor and one boiler, Meldrum Вгов., Ltd. ... 1,930 
One boiler, Tinkers, Limited bug | дыы AR 532 
Piping, Aiton & Co. m TO M 350 
Travelling crane, The Chatteris Engineering Co.... 120 
Generating plant, Mavor & Coulson, Limited. 1,786 
Switchboard, Bertram Thomass ме . 550 
Accumulators, Ashmore, Benson & Co. 1,050 


Cables, including laying, The Callender Cable Co. 5,600 


Street lamps, Prism Globe Company т 1,050 
Meters, cut-outs and sundries MR is ps 330 
Land forsite ... 2% к о 9 . . . 1,400 


LAG AND LEAD. 
By W. G. RHODES, M.Sc., M. I. E. E. 


A propos of recent correspondence and on account of the 
uncertainty which still appears to exist with regard to the 
phase relationship between periodic curves, a careful ex- 
amination of the question may not be out of place. I will, 
therefore, endeavour to state the case as clearly as possible 
in the hope that the terms “ phase difference,” „lag ” and 
“lead” may in future have perfectly definite meanings. 
We will commence with the simple case of two sine 
curves, 
` Suppose that the two sine curves 
? = I sin (pf — a) 
‚ е== Е віп (pt — 8) 
(where a and /3 are each less than x) represent respectively 
the current passing through a given circuit and the alter- 
nating potential difference between its terminals. The two 
curves will obviously have the same frequency, and the 
angular difference between their nearest maxima or zero 
values is a — fj, which is called their difference of phase. 
If a — is positive a zero value of the current occurs later 


— S. 
by a time —- —" than the nearest zero value of the poten- 


tial M and is said to lag behind it by an amount 
а — |3. 

If, on the contrary, a — f is negative, the current leads 
before the potential difference by an amount 8 — a. 

We are thus led to the following definition:—A sine 
curve, A, i8 said to lag behind or lead before another sine 
curve, B, according as a zero (or maximum) value of 4 
occurs later or earlier in point of time than tlie nearest zero 
(or maximum) value of the curve В. 

Again, the power, Р, given to the circuit is 


I E 
Р = 2 СОВ (a == В). 


_ That is, the power given to an alternating current circuit 
is half the product of the maxima values of P.D. and current 


(or the product of the root mean square values of P.D. and. 


current) multiplied by the cosine of their phase difference. 


Notice that the expression for power gives no information 
whatever as to whether the current lags behind or leads before 
the P.D. All that we can state is that the phase difference 
between an alternating current and P.D. capable of repre- 
sentation by means of simple sine carves is the angle whose 
cosine equals in magnitude the factor (less than unity), by 
which half the product of the maxima values of current and 
P.D. must be multiplied in order to give the power given to 
the circuit. | 

The quantity cos (а— ) is called the ** power factor," so 
that the power factor is the cosine of the phase difference. 

If the power factor is unity, а == Band the zero and maxima 
values of the two curves occur simultaneously. 

If the power factor is less than unity (it cannot be greater) 


and the zero values of the current and P.D. occur simul- 


taneously, then either current, or P.D., or both cannot be 
represented by sine curves. 

The question, therefore, arises: What are we to under- 
stand by difference of phase iu cases where the current and 
P.D. are not capable of representation by sine curves ? 

We have given two definitions of phase difference in the 
case where both current and P.D. are simple sine functions 
of the time. To suit our own purpose, we proceed to 
investigate the more general problem by first taking the 
definition of phase difference to be the angle whose cosine 
is the power factor of the circuit. | 

In the most general сазе we may take the current and 
P.D. to be represented respectively by 


t= I, sin (pí — а) ＋ Is sin (3 р-а) + 1, вір (5 51 a;) + &с. 
e — E, Sin(pL — Bi) + E, sin (2p/ — f;) + Ez sin (5 pt —f2;) + &c., 
since only odd harmonics occur in curves met with in alter- 


nating currents and P.Ds. 
Here the power P given to the circuit is— 


5 оов (a; — fs) + 


Р = DLP cos (a, — fh) + 


“a cos (a, — B;) + &c.; 
and if v and A are respectively the root mean square values 
of P.D. and current, and cos 0 the power factor— 


EI | E. I | 
VA cos Ө = E Сов (a, — B) + 5 cos (a, — Ө, + 
Es. 
„ Cos (as — Ps) + «е. 
т ( kk + Has к? | 
2 ( ＋ р rt 3, rupi ' 


where 7 is the ohmic, resistance and 1, the inductance of the 
circuit. | 

Now, for a given P.D. curve, E, Е, .. . . and p are 
fixed, so that for a given circuit cos 0 has а perfectly 
definite value, and we may call 0 the equivalent difference 
between the current and P. D.“ 

In this general case the zero values of current and P.D. 
can only occur simultaneously if— 


I, sin (pt — aj) + Iz sin (3 p! — a) +... 0 
and к, sin (р — В) + Ез sin (3% — 83) ....— 0 
are satisfied by the same value of sin pi. 


If we take the simpler case in which one curve is a sine 
curve, and put— 


+ = 1, sin (pt — aj) + 1, sin (2 pl — az) + &c. 
e = ku sin (p! — В), 
the expression for the power reduces to 


| Ei II | 
VAco8 0 = E cos (a, — i), 
E, 
where у = -< 
| /9 


and А = V. tay ж.ж + a. 
у = 
Here, again, 6 is the equivalent phase difference. We must 
be careful to avoid the mistake of calling a, — 3, the phase 
ditference, for 
1, сов (а, тт (3,) 


AU. 


cos Q — : 
P 
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and Ө does not equal a, — Д3, unless 1, I5, &c., are each 
zero, that is, unless both curves are sine curves. 

The values of P.D. and current will occur simultane- 
ously if 


1, sin (a, — Bi) + 1, sin (а — 8R) +... . = 0. 
The difference of phase between two periodic curves 
representing P.D. and current is thus seen to be that differ- 
ence of phase, Ө, which must be given to their equivalent sine 
curves 
+ = I sin (pi + 0) 
e = E sin pi 


in order that E L cos Ө may be equal to tlie power given 


to the circuit. 

We cannot, in general, tell from theoretical considerations 
whether the current lags behind or leads before the P.D., but 
this can easily be decided by an observation of the effect, on 
the power factor of placing inductance in the circnit. 

Iw we speak of the phase difference between an alter- 
nating current and P. D., we mean the angle whose cosine 
is the power factor of the circuit, and we may call this the 
equivalent phase difference between the two curves.. 

Our justification for this statement is, that the mean 
square value of the curve 


i = 1, sin (pt — aj) + Iz sin (3 pl—a;) + &c., 
Jf ite + oe: 
2 


which is independent of aj, us, &c.; that is, the equivalent 
sine curve is independent of the relative positions of the 
fundamental curve and the higher barmonics. 


SOME POINTS IN SWITCH CONSTRUCTION. 
By ALF. H. MAYES. 


In these daye of careful design, the finished article, affer a 
few years’ experience in its manufac‘ure, generally approaches 
perfection by the usual process of evolution, or, in other 
words, gradual elimination of its weakest points. 

It is, therefore, somewhat surprising that switches, such 
as are ordinarily used for electric lighting and power installa- 
tions, and for which such & universal demand exists, should, 
in many cases, still retain the defects which characterised 
those of the earliest construction. 

Looking at some designs of main айе classed ав 
suitable for use on 250-volt circuits in the lists of our lead- 
ing makers, one cannot fail to observe the marked want of 
proportion which exists, comparing the gap allowed between 
the switch contacts and the arc through which the contact 
maker is caused to pass when the switch is opened. 

In a typical case, the distance between the contacts of a 
single pole 25-ampere 250-volt switch was found to be 14 
in., whilst the distance between the contact maker and the 
contacts when tlie switch was open жав 1} in. If, therefore, 
an arc were form:d on opening the switch, it is absolutely 
vertain that it would form between the switch contacts, inas- 
much as the only other path open would be from one switch 
contact to the contact maker, and then to the other contact 
ſo ming a double arc, having a total length of 8 in. 

From an extended use of this class of apparatus the writer 
is of opinion that the 14 in. gap provided between the contacts 

in this case is quite insufficieut, and that in breaking a current 
of 25 amperes at 250 volts an arc would frequently form. 

The difference between the operation of single and double- 
pole switches is not sufficiently appreciated, as we almost 
universally find the same width of gap allowed between the 
contacts whether in the case of single or double-pole switches 
for any given voltage: the designers having apparently 
overlooked the fact thut to be proportionate the gap in the 
case of the single-pole switch should be twice that allowed in 
tlie double-pole, as in the latter case there are two spaces in 
the circuit for the arc to bridge over. "This applies where à 
ке, arate switch is provided for each pole, яв they arc almost 
cert in to be opened independently. 
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Turning to the knife or chopper type of switch which is 
so rapidly coming into favour, one finds even greater dis- 
parity between the foregoing dimensions and breaks 
allowed, for in the case of a 50-ampere 250-volt switch, the 
contacts which grip the blade were placed only 1} in. apart, 
whilst it was thought necessary for the contact making blade 
to attain a position almost at right angles to the switch base 
when the switch was open. Asin the previous instance, 
the space between the switch contacts is much too small, 
whilst the arc through which the coutact blade travels is 
unnecessarily large. 

When the switches are frequently used, there is great 
liability of nuts, &c., working loose owing to the difficulty 
of tightening sufficiently in the first instance against the 
brittle slate or porcelain bases used. This trouble could 
easily be overcome by placing spring washers where 
required. 

When single-pole switches are coupled up in order to form 
those of the double or triple - pole type, trouble is often experi- 
enced owing to the unsubstantial nature of the coupling 
bar provided, whilst the handles frequently work loose. 

In place of the coupling bar of wood or fibre so often 
employed, it would be far more mechanical and satisfactory 
to fit a metal bar, and to carefully bush all holes with 
ebonite in order to obtain the necessary insulation, This 
would also allow the handles to be fitted in a more sab- 
stantial manner. 

In the well-known tumbler class of switch 89 largely used 
on account of their cheapness, the insufficiency of 
between the contacts is extremely marked, a break of from 
half to three-eighths of an inch only being allowed in a 

25-ampere 220-volt switch. These are largely used as main 
switches, one on each pole, for lighting installations, and 
under such conditions are seldom if ever called upon to break 
the full current for which they are designed, the work 
usually falling to the branch switches, but should circum- 
stances arise necessitating that the full current be broken on 
a switch cf this class, an arc would certainly form. 

In giving the above details the writer has endeavoured to 
strike a fair average amongst the productions of our leading 
switch manufacturing firms, and as his conclusions are the 
result of practical experience, he trusts that these few remarks 
may not be altogether without influence in the direction of 
removing such easily-remedied faults. 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS or 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


NEW PATENTS, 1902. 


Compiled ex sly tor н 3 len P. Твомроои & Oo., Blectrical Patent 
ts, EA. H on W. O., and at Laverpool, to to whom all 
=н ЪЁ shoul be aa 


11.922. “ Hilhouse’s electric night gun sight corrector." G. HinHovsk. 
May 26th 


11,940. ED Improsed Frog for overhead conductors or lines of electric tram- 
ways or railways. THe PALATINE ENGINEERING Company, LriMITED, and R. 
BLAKISs TON. Мау 26th. (Complete.) 

11.950. ‘Improv ed brush-holder for dynamo. electric generators and motors 
and the like." С. MITCHELL. May 26th. (Complete ) 

11,970. ''Improvements in and relating to radiators.” 
MARCHAL. May 76th. 

11,971. ''Improvements in and connected witb electric incandescent lamps. 
J. О. RHobpEs. May 26th. 

11,9972 “Improvements in electric accumulator plates.“ 
May 26th. 


11,978. oe in negative plates for electric accumulators.” А, 
FiscHER. May : 

11,991. Siaura cien s in c'rcuit.closi»g devices for the line selectors of 
t: lephones.“ O GRARTZER. May 26:h. (Complete.) 

12,003. An improved feeüer pillar for electric tramway and: power 
distribut on.’ C. BeckinusaLe. May 27th. 

12,090. “Ап improved elec'ric antocar for conveying heavy articles in 
factories ard the like.“ С. HEUZE. May Lth. 

13,075. An improved method of bleed aa electrical insulating or 
other materials." W. A. PHILLIPS. May 27th 

12,078. Improvements in electrical bean dors. " H.H.Laxr. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 27th 

12,079. “Improvements relating to the laminated cores of dynamo-electric 
machines." Н. Н. Laxe. (General Electric Company, United вет) Мау 


Р, НАМЕК and A 


A. FISCHER. 


12,080. “Improvements relating to the field magnets of arrimo: -electric 
machines.” Н Н. LAKE. (General Electric Company, United States.) May 
27th. 

12.081. '"Improvemer.ts relating to lubricating devices for the trolley wheels 
of elect ic raitway ears and the like.” II. H. Lake. (Gencral Electric Compan у, 
United S:ates.) May 27th. 
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“Improvements in transfer wagons or trucks for use in the distribu- 


tion of freights at railway stations or other localities.” Н. Н. LAKE. (General 


Eleotrio Company, United States.) May 27th. 


12,098. ‘*Improvements in or relating to electric аго lamps." H. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Company, United States.) May 27th. 


19,099. ''Improvements in and relating to staying telegraph and telepbone 
Rete me the like." С. E. EcowrR and Н. C. P. CELIoN. May 27th. (Com- 
ete. : 
12,106. “Improvements in pull-down devices for the trolley-poles of electric 
cars aud the like.” J. I. Восркт and J. Токат. May 27th. 


12,131. n in and relating to telegraphio apparatus.“ A. 
Damasxixos. May 27th. (Complete.) 

19,120. “Improvements in electric arc lamps.” Е. М. Lewis and Н. 8. 
HATYFIELD, May 27th. 

19,156. “Improvements in electric 


C. D. ABEL. 
(Siemens & Halske, Aktein Gesellschaft, 


candescence lamps." 
rmany. May Bth. 


“Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for elec- 
trical incandescence lamps.“ C. D. ABEL. (Siemens & Halske, Aktein 
Gesellschaft, Germany.) May 28th. 

12,159. Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for elec- 
trical incandescence lamps." С. D. ABL. (Siemens & Halske, Aktein 
Gesellschaft, Germany.) ay 38th. 

12,160. “Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for elec- 
trical incandescence ampa C. D. AREL. (Siemens & Haleke, Aktein 
Gesellschaft, Germany.) ay 28th. 

12,181. Improvements in electrical incandescence lamps.” С. D. ABEL. 
Siemens & Halske, Aktein Gesellschaft, Germany.) May 28th. 


19,162. ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of filaments or the like for elec- 
trical inoandescence lampe. С. D. ABEL. (Siemens & Halske, Aktien 
Gesellschaft, Germany.) ay 28t 


19,183. “Improved manufacture of electrical glow lamps with osmium 
. filaments.” . Ikay. (Oesterreichische Gasglühlicht und Electricitits 
Gesellschaft, Austria.) May 28th. 
19,2901. “ Improvements in, and relating to, controlling devices for electric 
monn H. H. лке. (Compagnie de l'Industrie Electrique, Bwitzerland.) 
ay А 


12,206. “Improvements in means for seouring cords to fittings; more 
TE pet intended for securing flexible electrica] conductors with electric 
light fittings.” J. Н. Оогрімо. ay 28th. : 

12,207. “Electro-thermic ventilator.” 
plete.) 

19,9318. “Improvements in or relating to electric ignition mechanism for 
internal combustion motors.” J. J. Н. SrvRMEY. (C. E. Duryea, United 
Btates.) May 29th. 


12581. “Improvements in bru:hes for dynamos and motors.” J. ASPDEN 
and С. AsPDEN. May 20th. 

12,241. “ Improvements іп or relating to electric arc lamps." Н. BREMER. 
May 39th. | | 

12,262. “ Improvements in or relating to permanent ways of electric and 
other railways.” Н. Pace. May th. 


12,290, “ eee in pressure-regulating apparatus for cleotrio mains.” 
C. TURNBULL, JuN. May 29th. 


19,201. “Improvements relating to electric switches." Н. H. Lake. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 29th. 


12999, "Improvements in electrical cut-outs or fuses.” Н. H. Lake. 
(General Electric Company, United States.) May 29th. 

1 “ Improvements relating to electrio fuse-boxes.' Н. Н. Lake. (General 
Electric Company, United States.) May 29th. 

12,294. ‘‘Improvements in dynamo-electric machinery." H. Н. Lakk. 
(General Electric Company, United States.) May 29tb. A 
ape " Improvements relating to electric motor road vehicles." A. POLLAK. 

а ‚ | 


19,809. “ Ап improved electric heating device." Е. pk Маке. May 29th. 
Complete.) 


19,316. Ил. Ме mene relating to electric railways and tramways.” J. 
WETTER. (A. Sengel, Germany.) May 29th. 


Е. pk Mare. May 28th. Com- 


12,886. “Improvements in electric generators and motors.” J. C. STEWART. . 


May 81st. 


12,416. "Improvements in regulators for alternating electric current 
circuits." Toe British THomMson-Hovston Company, LiMiTED. (С. P. 
Steinmetz, United States.) May 815+. 


12,416. “Improvements in tubulating machines for incandescent electric 
lamps." THE BRITISH ! HomMs.N-Hovustox Company, LIMITED. (W. R. Burrows, 
United States.) May 81st. 


12,438. Improvements in induction coils." SikaeNs Bros. & Co, Lip. 
(Siemens & Halske A.G.) May Bist. (Complete) 

19,439. “ Improvements in or babar a to electric safety devices for railways 
and the like." С. P. JoHANSEN. May Bist. 

12,449. ‘‘Improvements in means for registering, or metering electrical 
energy, to be charged for under varying conditions of supply." L. J. Akon. 
May 81st. | 


12,458. Improvements relating to telegraphic perforators." W. Jupp, 
A. Бвләкв and G. Draper. May Bist. 


12,468, “Improvements relating to electrical measuring instruments.” E. 
Weston and A. О. BENECKE. Мау Bist. 

12,469. “Improvements relating to electrical indicating and reccrding 
instrumente.” E. Weston and A. О. BENECKE. May 8lst. (Complete.) 


12,474. “Improvements in wireless telegraphic systems." Н. SHOEMAKER. | 


May 31st. (Complete.) 


12,476. ‘Improvements relating to electric recording apparatus chiefly 
designed for use in connection with electric measuring instruments.” E. 
Weston and А. O. BENgcKE. Мау 8186. (Complete.) 

12,481. Improvements in electricity maximum demand indicators." G. С. 
Бкіскек and G. Н. NrsBETT. May 8186. 


ABSTRAOTB OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs, W. P. Thompson 
and Oo., 899, Nigh Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


6,476. “Improvements la electro-magnetio mechanisms for producing recipro- 
cating motion. „ 1. Jones. Dated April 6th, 1900. Relates to elcctro- 
magnetic apparatus for producing reciprocati g motion. These solenoids are 
alternately energised and de-energised by the action of suitable switch 
mechsnism, and are thereby caused to attract an iron core first in one direction, 
then in the other. 6 claims. 


- 6,476. “improved electrie acoumniator plates." P. F. Robbe. Dated April 6th, 
1900. The electrodes are made from & plate provided with a number of vertical 
slots. The plate is foldcd along the line of the slots in order to form a plate. 
The various folds of each plate аге kept apart by perforated strips which is 
inserted through slots which run slantwise, so that the escape of gas is facili- 
tated. 8 claims. 


6,486. “Improved apparatus for simultaneously actuating from one poiat the 
controlling switches of the sevoral elestrical meter cars of a train.” Siemens Dres. 
and Co. ( ons Haleko). Dated April 6th, 1900. Relates to im ements on 
the means described in Specification No. 96,649, А.р. 1898, for simultaneously 
actuating from one point the controlling switches of the several electrical 
motors of а train. The switches are now driven by suitable A ing from the 
axles or wheels of the train, or by friction wheels bearing on СЫП. instead 
of by auxiliary motors. 1 claim. 


6,496. “Improved means for dropping er cutting eut brekea overhead ess- 
ductors on eleotrio raliways." F. Skapie. Dated April 6th, 1900. Relates to 
electric railways with overhead conductors. Supports for conductors oon- 
structed to cut out or drop broken lengths by the action of a spring when the 
tension is released. The ends of the wires are carried by hooks Row which 


they can be ejected by slotted slide bars, which is connected by a spring under 
tension. Bolaims. 


6,488. '' An elestrio meter depending on the electrolytic transport of mete 
R. H. Сенем. Dated April 7th, 1900. Mercury voltameters аге made во that 
the mero eleotrodes are confined by rigid porous supports where exposed to 
the electrolyte, and are allowed to increase and deorease in volume in glass 
tubes provided with measuring scales. 2 olaims. 


6,640. “improvements in or relating to 
system.” М. Stola. Dated April 7th, 1 
tramways оп а conduit system. 12 claims. 


6,554. ‘‘imprevemente in reflectors for electric incandescence lampe." R. 
Gaertner. Dated April 7th, 1900. A reflecting shade for a screw-oapped electric 
incandescent lamp, is made of glass, porcelain or other ceramio rial coated 
internally with a platinum glaze, and united to a moulded neok; this oan be 


slid or screwed on the cap of the lamp, which can then be placed in an 
ordinary screw threaded holder. 1 olaim. | 


6,668. "Improvements in or relating to the heating of conductors of the second 
elase in olectrio inoandessent lamps." C Raab. Dated April 7th, 1900. Incan- 
descence bodies which conduct only after preliminary heating are connected 
between the main wires and neutral wire of a three-phase or three-wire system, 
or between the wires of а two-wire system із the bridge wire of a quadrelatera! 
arrangement of resistances connected between the main wires. е arrange- 
ment is such that when the inoandescence bodies are normally conductive the 
combination is balanced electrically, so that no current passes through the 
neutral wire and heaters. The resistances may be such as to become of higher 
resistance when oarrying current. With alternating currente the resistances 
may be inductive, or replaced by condensers, and the heaters may be supplied 


electric railways on the coddalt 
Relates to electrio railways and 


through transformers from the neutral wire. 11 claims. 


6,568. ‹‹ improvements in or relating to the heating of conductors of the second 
olass in electric Incandescent lamps." C. Raab. Dated April 7th, 1900. Incan- 
descence bodies, which conduct only after рге! minary heatiog, are used on 
alternating current systems in connection with resistances, such as ordinary 
incandescent lamps, transformers having differentially-disposed primary coils 
and electrical heaters, which may be of fine platinum wire wound on mica. The 
heaters are supplied with secondary currents from the transformers, until, by 
the incandescence bodies becoming conductive, pla ed currents be equal 
and opposite, so that no secondary current is induced. The transformers may 
have open magnetic circuits, so that their coils serve as inductive resistances 
in series with the incandescence bodies; transformers without separate secon- 
dary coils, as described in Specification No. 5,998, A. D. 1899, may be used. The 


шоп is applicable in various ways оп two- and three-wire systems. 7 
claims, 


6,616. '' Improvements in terminale aad Майа screws for electric batteries and 
connections.” W. R. Edwards. Dated April 9th, 1900. Relates to terminals and 
binding screws used for making connections in electric batteries, and consists 
in making them of a finely threaded screw of brass, copper, iron, or steel, on 
the ends of which are fitted hollow threaded caps of antimoniated lead or other 
incorrodible material. The face of each cap is provided with a projecting ridge 
which, when the caps are screwed up, becomes embedded in the plate or elec- 
trode, or in soft metal washers, which are interposed between the caps and the 


electrode, and thereby prevents corroding materials from obtaining access to 
the screw. I claim 


6,693. "imprevemente in electric transformers.” British Thomson-Heustes 
Company. (W. 8. Moódy). Dated April 10th, 1900. An electric conductor is made 


tubular, preferably oval in cross-section, for the circulation of a cooling fluid. 
20 claims. 


6,701. “improvements in the procese of electrotytically-p: epariag metals er alleys 
for itthographio purposes.” O C. Strecker. Dated Apri! luth, 1900. Plates of 
metal or alloys, such as aluminium, zinc, nickel, copper, or alloys thereof, for 
use in lithographic printing a'e provided by electrolysis with a water-retaining 
layer, either before or after the application of the drawing. When it is required 
to clean the plate again, the layer is removed by electrolysis. 8 claims. 


6,703. "'Improtements la neto-electrio machines for igniting purposes." 
T. Bergmann. Dated Apri! 10tb, 1900. A magneto-electric machine for igniting 
the charge in gas engines, &c., is provided with means for causing the uotion 
of the spark either sooner or later with reference to the niovement of the oscil- 
lating or rotating ато atures. 1 claim. 


6,704. ''imprevemente Іа lad atus." C. Vegt. Dated Apri) 10th 
1900. Relates to means for regulating the current end for making and breaking 
the circuit. The secondary coil is movable on the primary by turning the 


wheel which engages the rack. A pointer indicates the relative positions of tLe 
cuils. 8 claims. 


774. “Improvements in or connected with disect-curreat transformers.” 
W. L. Spence. ated April llth, 1900. In direct transformation by means of a 
rotary transformer, the primary is converted into a poh phase current, which 
is supplied to a statio transformer, and the secondary current thus obtained i; 
reconveited toa direct curient. 8 claims. 


6,793. ''Automatio regulating switeh.” F. T. Tolchard. Dated April 11th, 
1900. Relates to automatic switching apparatus for regulating currents. 
voltmeter is adapted to close one or other of two relay circuits when the current 
varies from the pre-determined limits. In connection with the relays are motors 
which serve to operate a switch lor cutting in or out battery celis. 6 olaim:. 


6,794. ''Animgroved olectrical-combined switeh and out-oat.'" Н. Eoksteln snd 
A. J. D. Krause. Dated April 116, 1900. Relates toa switch or cut-out in wii h 
the switch arm is locked in position by a catch wbich is controlled by a rod 
аара to expand ог contract under the influence of an abno mal си rent. 
4 claims. 


6,826. ‘‘Improvemonts la ewitches for electric currents.” J. C. Janisch. Dated 
April llth, 1100. Relates io switches operated b7 buttons or plugs fır ure in 
lighting, and adapted to close the circuit of a single lamp or a group, or for like 
purposes. 6 claims. 


6,878. ''Imprevements ia electric аго la ” H.V. James. Dated орн 10th, 
1900. Relates to electric arc lamps of the clutch type, and is too l ng for 
purposes of abridgement. 6 claims. 


6,923. ''improvements in lond-epeaking tolephenes." С. Р. Dussaud. Dated 
April 12th, 1900. Loud.speaking receivers ale arranged with a umber of 
diaphragms having magnetic centres, and between the diaphragm» & number of 
electro-magnets аге arranged in serier. The diaphragms divide a са e into 
a аш of chambere, which are connected to {Ге orifice by openings. 
1 claim. 


6,931. "improvements in cr cennected with the tranemiselon aud distribution 
of electricity." J. 6. Соггаіп. (F. Bedeli, U.S.A ) Dated April 12tb, 1900. Relates 
to the urrangement of condu. tors, &c., for t- ansmitting «energy and a fo currents 
for telephonic or telegraphic, &c , communication over tbe same conductors, and 
is too complicated for pui por es ol abndgment. 6 claims. 


6,836. ''improvemenis in switches for eloctiloal o ente. Е. F. Mey and Moy, 
Limited. Dateo April l?tb, 1940. 1.eiates to improvements upon the quick-break 
switch desuribed in Spcciticatiun No. 17,560, A. b. 1090. 1 claim 
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No. 1,282. 


THE ELECTROLYSIS OF PIPES. 


` 


Тнк rapid extension of electric traction in our large towns 
has naturally excited the fears of the owners of under- 
ground pipe systems that considerable damage might be 
done thereby to their property. They have been told, on 
the one hand, by electric tramway engineers, that their fears 
are exaggerated, as there is practically no corrosion of pipes 
with properly constructed tramlines; but on the other hand, 
the theoretical men have calculated appalling weights of 
metal which will, in course of time, be abstracted from their 
pipe systems by the vagabond currents of the electric rail- 
way. The parties interested in this important question 
might well expect to find an authoritative statement of the 
true state of matters in the lecture recently delivered by Mr. 
James Swinburne to the Incorporated Gas Institute, but 
in this expectation we fear they will be disappointed. 

Mr. Swinburne aims at taking an impartial view, and as 
he has appeared as an expert in the Law Courts and in the 
Committee rooms, sometimes for the electrical people, and 
sometimes for the gas and water people, he has had the 
great advantage of looking at both sides of the case from 
the point of view of an advocate. The result is that he 
takes no strong liue in favour either of electric tramway 
companies, or of water and gas companies. He sums up by 
telling the gas engineers that undoubtedly there is a certain 
amount of electrolytic corrosion of their pipes, but whether 
it i3 serious or not has yet to be settled. He gives them 
rather cold comfort by adding that if there is any serious 
clectrolytic corrosion the electric tramway people do far 
more damage to their own lead-covered cables than to the 
underground pipes. He advises the gas and water com- 
panics to look out for any signs of excessive corrosion of 
their pipes where they are subjected to the action of stray 
currents, and it must be admitted that it is only fair to ask 
the gas and water companies to give practical proof of 
dimage before imposing liability on the electric traction 
people. In America, where electric tramways have been 
longer in operation on an extensive scale than in this 
country, there is, unfortunately, a great deal of evidence of 
serious corrosion of pipes brought about by the stray cur- 
rents; but the conditions there are hardly comparable to 
what exist in this country where every possible care has 
been taken for years past to prevent anything more than 
infinitesimal leakage by compliance witlr the Board of Trade 
Electric Traction Regulations, 

Mr. Swinburne gives for the benefit of the members of the 
Incorporated Gas Institute an explanation of the nature of 
electrolysis which is somewhat wanting in scientific accuracy. 
“The piece of metal which leads the electricity down," he 
siys, “is called the anode, or way down. The piece which 
leads the electricity up again is called the cathode, or way 
up." This exchange of the etymologies of the anode and 
the cathode may be due to a slip of the pen rather than a 
contempt for the classics, but such an explanation can hardly 
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apply to his deliberate statement that water is an electrolyte, 
and that it is electrolysed into hydrogen and oxygen by the 
passage of the electric current. In no up-to-date text-book 
will this antiquated hypothesis be found. Water in its pure 
state is a non-conductor and is not electrolysed. It acts 
merely as a solvent for electrolytes, bringing them into such 
а condition of dissociation that they are readily electrolysed 
by the current, but it is not itself changed in any way. Mr. 
Swinburne may say that it does not matter much, as far as 
the corrosion of the pipes is concerned, whether it is the 
water or the salt it has dissolved which is split up, 
but it is well to be as accurate as possible in scientific 
matters, as one never knows when the little difference 
between a true and an approximately true knowledge of the 
facts may be of practical importance. 

Mr. Swinburne explains how and where the stray currents 
from the tramway rails get into the waterpipes and where 
they come out near the power house. It is at the place of 
exit where the corrosion takes place, and a common device 
in practice for reducing corrosion is to connect this part of 
the pipe by-metallic conductors to the negative pole of the 
generator. Mr. Swinburne commends this practice, though 
he also mentions that it may increase the evil by causing 
corrosion by shunt currents at high resistance pipe joints. He 
recommends water companies to introduce insulating packing 
in pipe joints with the view of reducing the electric current 
in the pipes, and thus reducing corrosion. But surely this 
will only intensify the evil, unless the whole pipe is made of 
insulating material. Practically the same current will flow 
in each metallic section of the pipe, whether the pipe joints 
have great or small resistance—any difference there may be 
being in favour of the pipes with low resistance joints. The 
higher the resistance of the pipe joints, the greater the 
corrosion caused at the pipe joints by shunt currents round 
the joints. We cannot agree with Mr. Swinburne when he 
says that: “ If joints are insulated at very frequent inter- 
vals, the pipe will be so discontinuous a conductor, that it 
will pick up no appreciable current,” since the pipes are 
embedded in the conducting soil, and we think he gives 
very injudicious advice to the gas and water companies when 
he advises them that insulation of pipe joints is a good 
measure, 

Mr. Swinburne appears to think that the compulsory 
introduction of the insulated return feeder would throttle 
the electric traction industry. This, if the case, is unfor- 
tunate for the gas and water companies, for it appears, from 
a theoretical standpoint, to be the only satisfactory remedy 
yet devised for preventing electrolytic corrosion. Naturally, 
however, the electric traction industry must not be 
hampered on this ground, and, of ccurse, as Mr. Swinburne 
rightly lays down, we must wait for practical evidence before 
we can declare for. certain that electrolytic corrosion is a 
serious evil under the present conditions of working. 


NoTWITHSTANDING the heavy rain on 
Friday a very fair number of Fellows 
of the Physical Society responded to the invitation of 
he Director of the National Physical Laboratory to meet 
at Bushy House. It was a happy idea to have no papers 
read, thus leaving Fellows free to inspect the laboratories at 
their leisure. This freedom was much appreciated ; for, 
after all, it was the instruments and laboratory arrange- 


Progress at Bushy 
House. 


ments, together with the courteous hospitality of the 
Director and his staff, which called forth the enthusiasm of 
the visitors, and made them confess that it was one of the 
best meetings ever held by the Physical Society. The 
reading of papers was postponed until the extra meeting, to 
be held on June 20th at Burlington House. It will be 
remembered that, with the approval of the Sovereign, the 
Government allotted Bushy House, and the grounds 
adjoining it, for the purposes of a physical laboratory ; and 
that an engineering laboratory was to be erected in the 
grounds. The Government granted £14,000 for the 
buildings and £4,000 a year towards the working expenses, 
The laboratory was also to receive the proceeds of the 
Gassiot endowment of about £458 a year, and it 
was estimated that from fees for standardising it 
would derive an income of £2,700. The institution was to 
be under the ultimate control of the Royal Society, and it 
was to be managed by an Executive Committee and a 
General Board, to which the Executive Committee were to 
submit yearly a report of past and prospective work. That 
is how matters stood in the early part of last year, and we 
have now to congratulate Mr. Glazebrook and Mr. Chree 
upon the substantial progress which, under their guidance, 
has been made in giving effect to the scheme. The old 
house at Bushy has now been converted into a laboratory 
capable of handling a large amount of good work in 
standardisation. All that seems necessary to ensure its 
success is that manufacturers and others shall send along 
such apparatus as they require standardised. The Engineer- 
ing Department will carry out tsts upon pressure and 
vacuum gaugcs, strength of materials, indicators and indi- 
cator springs, screws and screw gauges. The Physics 
Department is ready to undertake various tests on conduc- 
tors and diclectrics, capacity, inductance, ammeters, volt- 


meters, and upon the magnetic properties of materials. As 


regards thermometry, a large portion of the thermometric 
work will be carried on at Kew; the work at Bushy will 
relate chiefly to the measurement of high and low tempera: 
tures. Photo-micrographic examination of sections of steel 
rails, and of other materials, chemical tests of materials, and 
their elastic properties will be undertaken in the section 
devoted to metallurgy. In the section of general metrology 
will be examined screws, gauges, scales and coefficients of 
expansion of bars and wires; also the standardisation of 
vessels used as measures in various industries, and weighta 
and scales for laboratory and other purposes. The optical 
department proposes to examine lenses, lamps, the refractive 
indices and dispersion constants of optical materials, and 
perhaps will establish a standard of light for reference and 
comparison. So far as we were able to judge by casual 
inspection, the greatest progress has been made in the 
departments of thermometry and electricity. Metrology must 
necessarily take shape according to requirements, depending 
upon the class of work that comes to hand; but some 
excellent dividing engines are already installed. As regards 
optical work, weights and balances, there appeared to be a 
good deal yet to be done. The standardisation of laboratory 
weights should bea most important branch of this institution, 
and it is obviously to be dealt with in a most thorough 
manner. 


Electricity at St. Louis Exposition.— Artificial light 
and heat for the purposes of illumination, as a means of decoration 
and as applied to industrial and domestic service, are to be made a 
leading feature in the Universal Exposition at Ві. Louis. Моге 
especially is this so in regard to electric light and heating. To put 
into practice what was a few weeks ago only an idea, the National 
Klectric Light Association of the United States has just held a 
mecting, and resolved to work shoulder to shoulder to bring about 
the projected results; i.e, that for the time being the Exposition 
shall be the emporium of the latest developments in all that relates 
to the new force. Those in Great and Greater Britain interested in 
the subject should communicate by letter with the resident repre- 
sentative of the St. Louis Exposition, Mr. George F. Parker, 
Sanctuary House, Tothill Street, Westminster, S. W. 
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CARDIFF CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. им running outside the building at one side direct to 
the traverser. 


( Concluded from page 987.) The contractors for the building were Messrs. D. W. Davies, 
IE RU / or tad | whose tender for the work was £21,988; this firm also built 
_ Adjoining the power station, on a site of 2 acres, which the car depot at present in use at the opposite end of the 
is divided from the power station by the Roath Brook, the town, the second shed accommodating 32 cars. "The light- 
ing arrangements and tool equipment of 
both sheds are being carried out by the 
staff of the Tramways Department, under 
Mr. Ellis. The borough engineer has 
acted as architect in both cases. 

The feeders are single conductor plain 
lead-covered cables, drawn into Doulton 
earthenware conduits. There are seven 
main feeding points on the system, five 
of the feeders having a cross-section of 
0*6 sq. in., one of 0*5 sq.in., and one of 
0*4 sq. in. These feeders run direct 
from the power station to feeder pillars, 
specially designed by Mr. Ellis; each 

‘contains one main feeder switch of 600- 

amperes capacity, and four switches of 
300 amperes each, a lightning arrester 
being also provide in each pillar. From 
these pillars cables are taken to the 
section pillars, from which the routes аге. 
fed. The section pillars contain two 
main switches, for cutting the distri- 
butors into sections, and four line 
switches. 

The use of feeder pillars does away 
with the necessity of tapping the main 
feeders, the feeders being arranged so 
that each one feeds in three or four 
directions, 

There are two return points on the 
system, from which insulated cables are 
tuken back to the power station; from 
one of these three 0°8 sq. in. cables are 
taken, and from the other two 0*6 sq. in. 
cables. These are coupled to the rails 
by means of special clamps and copper 

A bonds. | 
The distributors running along the 
— i several routes vary in size from '4 sq. in. 
CanriFF Tramways: PLAN or ENJoIN R Room ano BornLgR HOUSE. down to 15 sq. in. 
Three-core test cables are taken to the 


main car depót is at present 


being erected; this, when ONERE VL 
complete, will accommodate E И, 
100 сагв. The main portion — Ё 
of the depót consists of , 5» i 7 
four bays, each 320 ft. РА „> «7 


long, with three tracks in 
each, the total width being 
136 ft. The whole of the 
flooring and tracks in the 
Shed are supported on 
columns, leaving a clear 
space under the car 4 ft. 


deep. 
The foreman’s office in 
on the first floor, and over- PI едет 


looks the whole shed from 
__ large bay windows. Offices 
for clerks, engineers, &c., 


are also provided. x 
| At one end of the shed 
_ there will be an electrically- — eT 
driven traverser operating oy asinmi dd | 
the full width of the shed, 4 p 4 рр i 
| for transferring cars either ix > CARDIFF ELECTRIC TRAMWAY3 
{ from one track to another, i ADM ыйлап иги шж. 
or into the repair shops Ne ы \ Left SHOWN THUS 
beyond. The traverser pit A eee Sere га И e 
| l8 95 ft. wide. Besides кер : n ^ FEEDER BOXES R 
the four main entrances, | \ PASO ы 


cars can be taken into the 
depot by means of side 


— 
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various points of the system, one conductor being used for 
testing purposes, and the other two for telephones. Special 
telephone pillars are fixed every half mile along each route 
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and at different points in the centre of the town, and are 
in communication with the power station, central offices, 
depóts, -&c. 

The whole of the cables were supplied by the British 
Insulated Wire Company, Limited, of Prescot, whose con- 
tract was over £23,000. ^ Doulton's conduits are laid 
throughout. The conduits are laid solid in concrete, and 
there are 30 ducts from the power station to the centre of 


The four-wheel trucks are of the Brill No. 21 E type, 
with 30-in. wheels. The spring base measures 14 ft. 6 in, 
and the extreme length of top plate 15 ft. 7 in. The wheels 
have steel tires with wrought-iron centres, and were made by 
Messrs. John Baker & Оо., and are forced ор to the axles 
under a pressure of not less than 25 tone or more than 
30 tons. Тһе axles are 34 in. diameter, and the journal 
boxes are fitted with spring caps. The brakes are the 
ordinary link suspended type, with corning brake shoes. 
The cars are fitted with life-guards and fenders of the Tids- 
well type. The maximum traction trucks were supplied by 
Messrs. J. C. Brill & Co.. The wheel base is 4 ft. and 
the driving wheel 30 in. with 20 in. pony wheels, with steel 
tires and wrought-iron centres. | 

Each car is fitted with two series-wound motors, each capable 
of a draw bar pull of 1,400 lbs., and at this load capable of 
propelling the car at a speed of 8 miles an hour with а pres- 
sure of 500 volte, They are capable of doing this for one 
hour with 100 per cent. overload for short periods. 

The motors are four-pole type with the armatures geared to 
the car axles by single reduction spur gearing. The armatares 
are of the slot-wound drum type, and so wound that only two 
sets of brushes аге n Я | 

Each car is provided with a complete set of tools, including 
a traversing and lifting jack, &c. 

The whole of the cars have been supplied complete with 
equipments, &c., by Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, of 
London, whose first contract was for the supply of 20 
double-deck bogie, 20 double-deck four-wheel, and 14 single- 
deck bogie cars. They have just recently received an 
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САВОГЕР TRAMWAYS.—LoNGrrUDINAL SECTION OF ERNmR Room. 


the town, where the conduits radiate in all directions 
along the several routes. At the power station end the 
main line of conduits is coupled up to the power station 
by a subway 300 ft. in length, 10 ft. high and 4 ft. wide ; 
this subway is in direct communication with the main 
- switchboard. | 

The cars are fitted with a controller at each end, having 
four series notches and three parallel, also four notches for 
the electric brake. The electric braking is effected by con- 
necting the motors as series generators in parallel, and in 
series with the same resistance as used ordinarily. Each car 
is fitted with an automatic circuit breaker, main motor 
switch, and main fuse, with magnetic blow-out, lightning 
arrester, and kicking coil. 

The trolley standards are of the enclosed spring type, with 
a single spring under compression. The trolley standard 
is in one piece, made of malleable cast-iron. A super eleva- 
tion stop is provided to limit the vertical motion of the 
trolley pole. Wood's trolley heads are used. The trolley 
stands are fitted with hand-holes for getting on the cable 
connections between the car and standard. 


` double-deck four-wheel cars, making 


extension order for 20 double-deck bogie cars, and 209 
94 cars in all It is 
expected before the system is complete, that there will be at 
least 150 cars required. 


The general arrangement of plant, &c., at the power station, 


together with the cables, overhead equipment and cars, 


have all been carried out in accordance with the plans and 
specifications prepared by the borough electrical engineer 
and manager, Mr. Arthur Ellis, M.I.M.E., M.I.E.E., who, 
from the commencement, has been very ably assisted by his 
chief assistant, Mr. C. E. Davies, who is a man well versed 
in tramway work, Mr. Irwin acted as clerk of works for 
the buildings. It is expected that the system, when complete, 
will have cost over a half million of money. 

Mr. Ellis, in addition to his duties in connection with the 
electric lighting and tramways departments, has, since January 
lst, had to manage the horse tramways system as taken over 
from the old tramways company, consisting of 52 cars and 
342 horses, together with the various depóte. The horse 
tramways will be gradually done away with. Sinoe the 
opening on May 1st the А on (he eisotris carn lies Deos 
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enormous, Cheap fares have been adopted with a quick 
service, and stopping places have been fixed along the various 
routes. 

From the new power station, which is now in operation, 
it is intended to supply current for electric lighting p 
in addition to the supply of power other than that for tram- 
ways, and it is mainly for this reason that the two large 
generator sets of 900 Kw. are being installed, as it is expected 
that by next winter there will be a demand in motors alone 
amounting to nearly 1,500 н.р., the Corporation baving 
recently entered into a contract with one of the largest ship- 
building and repairing firms in Cardiff for the supply of 
current for the driving of the whole of their machinery, 
which eventually will mean 500 н.р. alone. In addition to 
this firm there are applications in from several- other very 
large firms for large amounts of power. 

The whole of the current for lighting and power purposes 
generated at the main power station will be transmitted to a 
large sub-station in the basement of the Electric Lightin 
and Tramways Department's central offices, and it is intend 
to put ina main switchboard at this point, together with 
balancers, boosters, battery, &c., and to transmit the current 
from this central sub-station tó the various sub-stations in 
the district. For a commencement two square inch feeders 
are being laid from the power station to the sub-station, 
and for the docks district alone two 5 triple-concentric 
cables are being laid. 

It is intended to change over the central area to continuous 
current during the present summer, as the existing lighting 
station is practically working up to ics fullest capacity. It 
is also intended to light up the whole of the tramway routes 
electrically, and this will be done from the tramway poles, 
but the lamps will not be supplied from the tramway feeders 
or trolley wires, independent cables being laid for the purpose. 

We have pleasure in expressing our great indebtedness to 
Mr. Arthur Ellis for the courteous manner in which he has 
come to our assistance in the preparation of the foregoing 
description of the Cardiff system. 


OUR LEGAL QUERY COLUMN. 


Questions addressed to the Editors for insertion in this column should 
be written on one side of the paper. Free изв of fictitious names, ўс. 
may be made. Answers are furnished by a duly qualified lawyer 
but the Editors cannot undertake to be responsible for the accuracy of 
the views which he may express. | 


“ IxQUISITIVE " writes: Thanks for your replies to my legal queries. 
I do not know whether you care to go further into the matter, but 
anyway, I will answer one or two of the points you raise. 

“ Query No. 2.—You say you do not see how this affects (1). Sup- 
posing your reply to No. 1 is correct, and that a consumer must pay 
for the units taken, irrespective of the fact that the meter ought 
not to allow him more than the amount prepaid, why should not 
this reply hold good in the case of a meter which intentionally 
allows him to go on without prepayment. І ат speaking from my 
own (and public) knowledge in saying there is such a meter. ‘It 
is the only prepayment (!?) meter approved by the Board of 
Trade’ (vide advertisement). By the way, when will this august 
body wake up, and deal with the approval of meters in a business- 
like manner ? 

" Question 3 (a).—You have apparently misunderstood this ques- 
tion, which is:—May the undertaker remove ‘free’ wiring and 
fittings against a consumer’s wish. This point sometimes crops up 
where the eonsumption is too small to be remunerative. 

" (b) and (c).—It is common practice not to trouble about getting a 
new tenant to sign an agreement of any kind so long as the owner 
of the house agrees not to distrain on the wiring and fittings. 

* Question 4.—You are quite right as to my conscience, but I was 
thinking of the wicked consumer who might put in a check meter 
and fix it so near to the undertaker's meter as to interfere with the 
latter if in zinc case. Of course, there is no question as to the 
morality of such a proceeding, but is not a consumer within his 
rights in putting in a check meter wherever he likes in his own 
house ?” 


„ With further reference to question No. 2, it is presumed that 
in the prepayment meter to which our correspondent refers, after a 
coin has been placed in the slot, the current is switched on for a 
definite period. During that period the consumer’s lamps will burn 
at full pressure; but when time is up a resistance is thrown in auto- 
matically. We assume that it is competent for the consumer to 
switch off his lamps, and so prevent waste of electricity during the 
" dull" period, and if he fails to do this he will probably have to 
pay for additional units consumed. Our previous answer was based 
on the supposition that there was no dial on the meter to register 


the number of units consumed, but merely a dial to show how many 
coins had been dropped in. 

With regard to question 3 (a) we are of opinion that undertakers 
could not remove “free” wiring fittings against a consumer's wish. 

3 (b) and (c).—We refer to our previous answer. 

4. A consumer is witbin his rights in putting a check meter 
wherever he likes in his own house. So is à landowner within his 
rights in growing wheat in his field and in allowing it to lie there 
for the purpose of attracting his neighbour's pheasants ; the distinc- 
tion being tbat the law cannot touch the latter gentleman, no 
matter what his intention may be. Our correspondent must surely 
recognise that the question whether the consumer is acting 
fraudulently or not is for à judge or jury to determine. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Гохрон Unirep TnRAMWAYS. 


On Tuesday last week Mr. Moon, K.C., stated that with reference 
to the chairman’s suggestion on the previous day as to the construc- 
tion of a short line to join the proposed system up to the London 
County Council's system at Tooting, he had communicated with the 
L. C. O. The matter, of course, had not been considered by the 
whole Council, but Мт. Benn had promised that if the Select Com- 
mittee felt there was a necessity for such a connection he would 
recommend the Highways Committee of the London County Council 
to make it. $ 

A large number of local witnesses were called in support of the 
purposes in the Bill. i 

Further evidence in favour of the Bill was given on Wednesday 
and Thursday of last week by various representatives of public 
2 7 00 through whose district the tramways are proposed to be 

en. 

Mr. W. J. BULL, M. P., giving it as his opinion that the extension 
2E the line over Hammersmith Bridge was an essential link in the , 
chain. . 

Similar evidence was tendered by Mr. E. CoLLIns, who represents 
Hammersmith on the London County Council, and this witness said 
he considered the bridge quite strong enough to carry a tramway 
&Cross it. | 

Mr. J. CLirrow Бовіхвом, the engineer to the company, stated 
that the proposed line would stop at the end of Bridge Street, and 
300 ft. from Hammersmith Broadway. The original proposal was 
to carry the line right through so as to connect with the Richmond 
line, but that part of the Bill had been abandoned in deference to 
local opposition, and the objection of the London County Council 
on account of the crowded state of Hammersmith Broadway. 

Mr. Hosson, C.E., having given evidence to the effect that the 
construction of Hammersmith Bridge was sufficiently strong to 
allow of tramway traffic, the promoters’ case was concluded, and 
the Committee adjourned. 


Oo Friday, June 13th, the Bill came again before the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by Mr. Compton 
Ricketts. 

Mr. C. GILRS, chairman of the Wimbledon Common Conservators, 
gave evidence in opposition to the proposed line up Wimbledon 
Hill, and said that tramway lines would considerably increase the 
present difficulties for traffic. Не contended that the amenities of 
the district would be seriously injured by the frequent service of 
electric cars, and thought tne line should be constructed south of 
the railway. 

Mr. J. Benn, chairman of the Highways Committee of the L. C. C., 
said whilst the line from Richmond to Hammersmith was a desirable 
route, still 16 was the policy of the Council to discourage the 
entrance of private tramway undertakings into their area; Ham- 
mersmith Bridge was not, he thought, & desirable bridge for tram- 
way purposes. The County Council would be quite willing to 
construcc connecting lines up to the county boundary, and he was 
prepared to recommend the reconstruction of the bridge, which was 
the property of the L.C.C., who would undertake the whole respon- 
eibility of the rebuilding. 

The CHAIBMAN said a difficulty arose from the difference between 
the southern line with full understanding that there would be con- 
nection with Hammersmith Broadway, and a line that might, or 
might not be, connected, and, perhape, upon onerous terms to which 
the promoter8 might be subject. The Committee might thiuk it a 
grave matter to sanction the use of the bridge in perpetuity for 
tramway purposes, and might pasa a proviso for its use for a limited 
time. In any case it was desirable that the County Council should 
not be prejudiced by the passing of a Bill with embarrassiug condi- 
tions, and some understanding, he thought, should be arrived at. 

Mr. Moon, K.C., appearing for the L.C.C., said it was not pos- 
sible to go beyond the assurance received from Mr. Benu, for the 
policy of the Council did not imply the exaction from the company 
of any conditions referable to tramways in any other part of 
London. А 

Mr. FiTZMAUBICE, the chief engineer to the L. C. C., contended 


that Hammersmith Bridge was not suitable for the service of a 


double line of tramways. 
The Committee then adjourned. 


On Monday last Mr. Moon, K.C., on behalf of the L.C.C., said he 
opposed the tramway to be constructed over Hammersmith Bridge. 
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After Mr. Влгғоса Browns had replied for the promoters, and 
the Committee bad consulted, the Chairman announced that the Com- 
mittee were unanimous in that they could not allow that portion of 
the Bill which proposed a line from the south side of Hammersmith 
Bridge to the Broadway. The Committee adjourned. 


National Telephone (Kingston-upon-Hull) Bill.—This Bill, the 
object of which is to make further provisions with re to the 
undertaking of the company in Hull, was before a Select Committee 
of the House ef Lords, presided over by Lord Hawkesbury, on 
Wednesday last week. Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., who appeared 
for the promoters, said the National Telephone Company had 
power to break up the streets and lay wires, but must first 
have the consent of the local authority, and various agree- 
ments were entered into between the company and local 
authorities, to terminate at six months’ notice. At the time 
the agreements were made, however, the company had no fear 
of a termination of the power, as they had the monopoly. Under 
the agreements made the company had spent £103,000 in Hall. 
When it was decided that the local authorities had power to com- 
pete, the company made representations to the Postmaster-General 
pointing out that, unless they had some protection, the Corporation 
might deprive them of their wayleaves. In reply, Mr. Hanbury 
eaid he thought the Corporation would not do this, but they had 
done 30 in Hull, for they had given notice to the company to 
terminate the wayleave, and the company were now in Hull with 
£103,000 merely оп «nfferance. By the Bill the company wished to 
put themselves in the position which Mr. Hapbury intended them 
to be in, viz., under the protection of Clause 3 of the Telephone 
Act of 1899, which provided that when an existing company had, 
before the passing of the Act, under the license of the Postmaster- 
General, provided a public telephone service, and it was proposed to 
grantanew license toa local authority, the powers given to the existing 
company should continue for the period specified in the new license. 
The case of the Corporation of Hull was that they gave notice 
before this case came into existence, and, therefore, the clause did 
notapply. That, he contended, was a mere evasion.—Mr. Littler, 
K.C., contended that it was beyond the province of the Committee 
to deal with the Bill at all. Tbe two parties had entered into a 
contract afrer the date when the Government Bill was introduced. 
Consequently the agreement was either binding or was not binding. 
It it was not linding it could be set aside by the Courts of law, and 
if it was binding there was no justification for Parliament inter- 
vening to set aside a contract deliberately entered into.—Mr. 
Balfour Browne argued that the objection was too late, because 
Earl Morley had considered the principle and allowed the Bill to 
come in. The proceedings were adjourned while the Committee 
consulted with Earl Morley, and on resumption the chairman 
stated that the objection of Mr. Littler was a valid one, and the 
Bill could not be allowed to proceed. 

Birmingham and Midland Tramways.—This Bill has been ordered 
to be reported to the House for third reading. 

Birkenhead Corporation Bill.—This Bill was before Earl Morley's 
House of Lords Committee on Unopposed Bills last week and was 
ordered to go forward. 

Exeter and District Tramways.—This Bill was before Earl 
"eat Unopposed Committee yesterday, and was ordered to go 

orward. 

Leicestershire and Warwickshire Electric Power Bill.—This Bill 
which has already pa:sed the House of Commons, came on Tuesday 
last week before Earl Morley's Committee of the House of Lords 
on Unopposed Billa. Mr. Bell, Parliamentary agent, stated that 
there were several important alterations in the clauses, and he 
referred to the protective clauses. The Chairman ordered the Bill 
to stand over in order that the town clerks and the Parliamentary 
agents might consult. 

Petitions Withdrawn.—The Tyneside Tramways and Tramroad 
Company have withdrawn their petition against the Newcastle-on- 
Tyne Corporation Tramways, and the Newcaste-on-Tyne Corporation 
have withdrawn opposition to the Tyneside Company Bill. 

Metropolitan Railway Bill.—The Great Western Railway Com- 
pany have withdrawn their opposition to this Bill. 

North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply Bill.—Petitions have 
been deposited in the Private Bill Office of the House of Lords 
against this Bill by the Wood Green, Edmonton and Tottenham 
Urban District Councils. 

Pokesdown Electric Lighting.—The Bournemouth Corporation 
bave deposited a petition in the House of Lords praying to be heard 
against the confirmation of the Pokesdown Electric Light Provisional 
rid contained in the Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 7) 

ill. 

Metropolitan District Railway Bill.—This Bill was before the 
Btanding Committee of the House of Lords last week with respect 
to Standing Orders not having being complied with. 'The Com- 
mittee decided that the Bill might be allowed to proceed. 

Halifax Corporation Bill.—The Standing Orders Committee of the 
House of Lords considered the Halifax Corporation Bill, and 
decided that Standing Orders might be dispensed with and the Bill 
allowed to proceed. 

South Wales Electrical Power Bill.—This Bill came before a Select 
Committee of the House of Lords, presided over by Lord Hawksley, 
but as it was stated that all opposition had been withdrawn, the 
Bill was struck out of the list of opposed measures. 

Salford Corporation.— This Bill was in a crowd of Bills to have 


been considered by Lord Hawksley’s Select Committee of the House . 


of Lords on Thursday last week. On the Bill being reached, it was 
stated that opposition had "ееп withdrawn. 


Newport Corporation Tramways.—A Select Committee of the 
House of Lords, presided over by Lord Hawkesbury on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday last week, considered the omnibus Bill 
of the Newport Corporation, which, amongst other things, seeks to 
empower the Corporation to construct about six miles of additional 
tramway. The estimates in the Bill include £110,000 for tramway 
purposes. The Bill bas already passed the Commons. Practically 
the only opposition to the tramway came from the Great 
Western Railway Company, who strongly objected to one of the 
tramways crossing a level crossing. After hearing the evidence, 
the Committee decided that the Bill might proceed with the 
exception of Tramway No. 1, which crossed the level crossing. 

Electric Light in South London.—The South Metropolitan Gas 
Company have given notice of their intention to oppose the con- 
firmation of the Electric Lighting Orders of Bermondsey and Wool- 
wich which are contained in electric lighting Bil] No. 8. 

Southport and Tramread Bill.—The Southport and 
Lytham Tramroad Bill was before a Select Committee of the House 
of Lords, presided over by Lord Brougham, on Friday and Monday. 
The object of the Bill is to extend the time limited for the acqui- 
sition of land and completion of works under the Southport District 
Tramway Act, 1889, and the Southport and Lytham Tramroad Aot, 
1900, for authorising the issue of preferred and deferred shares, and 
for other purposes. The only petitioner against the Bill was Mr. 
Charles Hesketh, through whose estate the road will run, and Mr. 
Talbot, on his behalf, contended that as the promoters were asking 
for an indulgence from Parliament, Parliament should also consider 
Mr. Heskett's request for a modification of a few of the terms of 
the agreement of 1859, which he considered disadvantageous to 
him. The Committee decided to give further protection to Mr. 
Heskett with ^n ad to crossing the tramroad, and passed the pre- 
amble of the Bill. 

Kent Electric Power.—This Bill was before the Chairman of Ways 
and Means as an unopposed measure on Tuesday, and was ordered 
to be reported to the House. 

Hastings Tramways.—This Bill which has already passed the 
House of Lords, was on Tuesday before the Chairman of Ways and 
Means in the House of Commons as an unopposed Bill, and was 
ordered to be reported to the House. 

South Wales Electrical Power Distribution. —On Tuesday this Bill 
was before the Chairman of Ways and Means in the House of 
Commons as an unopposed measure, and was ordered to go forward. 


LEGAL. 


ATTORNEY-GENEBAL AND POOLE AND DISTRIOT ELECTRIC TRACTION 
Company v. Mayor оғ BOURNEMOUTH. 


Мв. Justice SwrNFEN Hapy, in the Chancery Division last week, 
heard this action for an injunction to restrain the Corporation of 
Bournemouth from commencing or continuing to construct a tram- 
way authorised by the Bournemouth Corporation Tramways Order 
of 1900, or the portion thereof which would be situated between the 
commencement of tramway No. 2, authorised by the Christchurch 
and Bournemouth Tramways Act, 1900, and the point where that 
liue crossed the boundary of the borough, as situated at the date of 
the Act, or alternatively to restrain the defendant Corporation from 
continuing to construct the same portion, together with the plant 
and machinery for working the same, except in accordance with a 
system to be agreed upon between the plaintiff and the defendant 
Corporation, or, in case of difference, to be settled by the Board of 
Trade, in pursuance of the Act. Mr. Warmington, K.C., and Mr. 
R. J. Parker appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. Vernon Smith, 
K.C., and Mr. Charles Church for the defendants. 

The plaintiffs’ case was, that the Poole and District Company 
owned and worked certain existing light railways constructed under 
an order dated 1899 on the west side of the Bournemouth borough 
boundary. . By the Christchurch and Bournemouth Tramways Act, 
1900, they were authorised to constractand maintain a line between 
a point within the boundary and Christchurch. The most westerly 
lines were No. 2, commencing in Christchurch Road and running to 
the boundary as it existed at the date of the of the Act, 
and No. 2a from the termination of No. 2 to High Street, Ohrist- 
church. Under the Act they were not to commence No. 2 line 
until August 1st, 1902, and if before that date the defendants con- 
structed and completed the portion of their lines authorised by the 
order of 1900, situated between the commencement of No. 2 and 
the point where it crossed the borough boundary, to be worked by 
a system agreed between the company and the Corporation, or, in 
case of difference, to be settled by the Board of Trade, the powers 
in the Company's Act for the construction of No. 2 line should 
cease and determine. The defendants’ tramway order incorporated 
a provision of the Tramways Act of 1870, but preacribed no time 
for the commencement of the works, and it provided that when 
the defendants had completed the portion between the termination 
of No. 6 (along the Christchurch оп the same lines as No. 2) 
and the county gates, the company might construct and maintain 
all works necessary for effecting junctions of line No. 2 with the 
defendante’ trams. The area of the borough had been recently 
enlarged. The company were about to construct the lines autho- 
rised by their Act on the overhead system as adopted on their light 
railways. No part of the tramways authorised by the defendante’ 
order had within a year from the date of the order, or by March 
9th, 1902, been commenced, and no power for an extension of time 
had been given by the Board of Trade, so that the powers of the 
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defendants under their order had ceased to be exerciseable, and the 
system had never been agreed or decided by the Board of Trade, 
but the defendants threatened to proceed at the cost of the borough 
fund to continue the construction of the lines in question, and 
intended to adopt the conduit system, which would render the run- 
ning powers of the company difficult and costly. The company had 
informed the Corporation that what they proposed to do was 
illegal, and had asked for an undertaking, which was refused. If 
this was proceeded with, the plaintiffs would be put to heavy loss. 
The defendants denied the plaintiffs’ statement that no part of the 
works authorised by the defendants’ Act had been commenced 
within the stipulated time. They had, in fact, commenced the 
works long before “ш 6th, 1901. It was true that no agreement 
ue uen. to with reference to e system to be sed get n 
the tiff company, baving failed to agree to the system 

by the defendanta, the latter had applied to the Board of 
Trade, by whom the matter would be considered. Their powers 
under the order remained in full force, and they never had any 
intention of exercising them to the prejudice of the plaintiffs’ rights, 
or in any other than a legal and proper way. 

Mr. Wanmincton said, when the action commenced, the utmost 
the defendants had done was to get tenders for the construction of 
plant and make contracts for dynamos and cars. They had actually 
constructed no works. The question was one of the construction of 
the Act of 1870, which provided that if works were not completed 
within two years, not commenced within one year, or commenc2d, 
bat the work suspended without reasonable cause, the powers given 
to the promoters should cease to be exercised unless an extension 
of time was granted by the Board of Trade. The Attorney-General 
now intervened, and said it was no answer to him for the defendants 
to say that since their powers had expired they had constructed 
certain works. i 

Mr. VERNON BurrH quoted cases in which Section 18 of the 
Tramways Act of 1870 had been construed as meaning that the only 
evidence on which the Court could decide whether the event con- 
templated in that section, namely, non-commencement within a 
year, non-completion within two years, or suspension of the work 
without reasonable cause, had occurred, with the evidence afforded 
by tbe notice of tbe Board of Trade. Considerable inconvenience 
might follow if that were not the case, because after the Court had 
given a decision application must be made to the Board of Trade, 
which might be in conflict with the Court and decide in a contrary 
sense. 

Hie LoRpsHIP: Is there any obligation on the Board of Trade to 
certify ? 

Mr. Ѕмітн submitted that if it did not the Court could not act, 
because the Board of Trade was placed practically in the position of 
a judge throughout the whole Act, and on them was thrown the 
onus of deciding what the promoters were to do and what powers 
they had. That furnished a strong ground for saying it was their 
duty to issue a notice if asked to do so. The section did not con- 
template an appeal to the High Court but to the Board of Trade 
Counsel next submitted that on the true construction of the Act 
they had substantially commenced works. The true view of the 
section was that works were something much larger than the 
actual tramway. If they had built the generating station, and put 
in dynamos, and bad given orders for rails and cars and everything 
necessary to lay the tramway, according to the contention of the 

laintiffs they would not have substantially commenced the works. 
urnemouth was a plessure resort, and it would have been incon- 
venient to visitors and inhabitants if they had commenced to 
break up the roads and lay the rails within the firet year. 
The Corporation bad required land, and entered into contracts 
involving £100,000, and it was idle to say that these works, if sub- 
stantially commenced, did not save the rights of the Corporation. 

In giving judgment, his Lordship held that it would be too 
narrow а construction to bold that the “works” meant the actual 
tramlines, and he was of opinion that the defendants had sub- 
stantially commenced the works within the 12 months of the date 
of the provisional order within the meaning of Section 18 of the 
Tramways Act, by having entered into substantial contracts for the 
supply of dynamos and cars, and having actually purchased sites 
for the erection of a generating station and offices. It was, ip his 
opinion, proper, for the sake of convenience, to postpone the actual 
laying of the line and the interference with the streets to as late a 
period as possible. There would be judgment for the defendants 
with costs as between solicitor and client. 


SATCHWELL v. DUNLAP. 


Ма. Justice BiaHaM, in the Commercial Court on Wednesday last 
week, heard the case of Satchwell v. Dunlap, which was an action 
brought by Mr. Е. J. Satchwell, M.LE.E., against Mr. Е. W. Dunlap, 
also an electrical engineer, of 5, Warwick Court, Holborn, on a 
guarantee given by the defendant that on the successful flotation of 
а certain company the plaintiff should be entitled to remuneration 
for services he had performed on the defendant's behalf. Mr. 
Biron and Mr. Frampton appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Turrell 
for the defendant. 

Mr. Box said the plaintiff had had a great deal of experience 
in the matter of electric light, and he was approached with a view 
to making certain experiments to see whether a patent of the 
defen was icable. The invention was ingenious, and 
consisted of a spiral coil of glass wire wound round an electric 
globe, giving it a lens-like quality. The plaintiff discovered that it 
could not be done in the way suggested by the defendant, because 
to put the coil on as a whole it would have to be heated to such an 
extent that i¢ would infallibly crack the glass. He, however, 


thought of a scheme by which it could be put on in sections and the 
difficulty avoided. He made certain teste, which were so satis- 
factory that they approached him in October, 1896, with regard to a 
contract to be made between him and Mr. G. W. Smiley, to whom 
the defendant, Mr. Dunlap, and Mr. Quaine, were anxious to sell 
the patent with a view to turning it into a company. By the 
contract Mr. Smiley agreed, in consideration of tbe services 
rendered and to be rendered by the plaintiff, to pay him £100 in 
the event of the sale of the patent to a limited company. The 
plaintiff did not know Mr. Smiley, who had subsequently died, and 
he obtained from the defendant a guarantee, on which the present 
action was brought. The only defence was a suggestion that Mr. 
Satchwell did not in fact do the work. The patent was sold to the 
Spiral Globe Co. in 1899. Mr. Satchwell applied for his money, but 
was put off from time to time, no suggestion being made that he had 
not done the work, and done it well. 

The кыт gave evidence in support of his case and said he had 
devoted his study to electric lighting appliances. He also had 
considerable knowledge of glass and glass blowing. He had been 
under-manager of the Sunbeam Company which made glass globes, 
and in 1896 he was manager to Mackey & Mackey, electric lamp 
manufacturers. The idea of the defendant's patent was to improve 
the power of the electric globe by putting a spiral coil round it. 
He made very satisfactory photometric teste both before and after 
the agreement, and afterwards assisted in the actual manufacture of 
the globes. 

For the defence counsel stated that no services were rendered 
after the signing of the guarantee, and that the defendant admitted 
that he could not make the globes, and suggested the defendant 
should go to Müller, who did what he had failed to do. 

Tbe defendant, in his evidence, said tbe plaintiff attempted to 
make some of these globes, but the attempts were not satisfactory. 
The coils were too far apart, and could not be wound without 
breaking, and in joining there were lumps so that it was possible to 
see through them to the light inside. Witness spoke about it to 
Mr. Satchwell, who said that with a little further practice he might 
be able to make them in a ratisfactory manner. He tried after that, 
but never produced anything that was satisfactory. He said as he 
could not make them to the defendant's satisfaction he would intro- 
duce them to а man who would do so, and they employed Miiller. 
who did them in a satisfactory way, and was paid between £75 and 
£100. The globes were not wanted in large quantities, but merely 
for purposes of demonstration. The patent was sold to Smiley for 
a small amount, about £2,000 in cash and 5,000 shares, but witness 
never received more than £300, and the shares were worth nothiuy. 
The company, whose nominal capital was £1000, was now iu 
liquidation. It was not the plaintiff's idea that the cuils should be 
put on in sections. He had never had any application for money 
from the plaintiff, and he was not in a position t» pay it. 

His LoRpsuriP thought this was а case that ought to be settled. 
There had been a great deal of delay in bringiug the action, 
but he thought the plaintiif bad done something. He sug- 
gested that there should be judgment for the plaintiff for £50 
without coste, to be increased to £100 if not paid within & month. 

Counsel agreed to these terms and the case terminated. 


ENRIGHT v. ORMSKIRK U D.C. 


AT the Ormskirk County Court last week, before his Honour, 
Deputy-Judge Goldthorpe, the Ormskirk Urban District Council 
were the defendants in а case brought by J. and J. S. Enright, 
consulting engineers, London, who claimed 10 guineas, to which 
they said they were entitled for the preparation of a preliminary 
report on the electric lighting of the town of Ormskirk. Mr. 
Crosfield Pearson (Messrs. March, Clayton & Pearson, Manchester) 
represented the plaintiffs, and Mr. R. R. Glover defended. It 
appeared that Mr. Enright prepared the report on a letter 
received from Mr. Chadwick, the defendants’ surveyor, but it 
was contended on behalf of the defendant counsel that the surveyor 
was never authorised to ask for the report without first counting 
the cost. The jury gave a verdict for the defendants, each party to 
pay their own costs. 


THE ELECTRIC INSTALLATION Company, ІлміТЕр, v. DoBLIN CITY 
DISTILLERY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


At Dublin before Mr. Justice Boyd last week this motion was heard 
for discovery of documents on behalf of the plaintiffs. The action 
was brought to recover damages for breach of contract for the instal- 
lation of electric light, &c., by the plaintiffs in the defendants’ 
premises at Great Brunswick Street, Dublin, and for the return of 
the plant. Mr. Justice Boyd made the order sought. 


EvectRic Moror САВ LITIGATION. 


Вкковв Mr. Justice Grantham and a special jury in the King’s 
Bench Division on Tuesday, the hearing of the action Société 
Anonyme d'Electricité et d'Automobiles Mors v. Friswell & Co., was 
commenced. Plaintiffs, а French company, manufacturing in Paris 
the well-known Mors electrical motor car, sued to recover the 
balance due of the price of three motor cars sold. The defendants, 
who are agents, and have а depôt for the sale of motor cars at 
Holborn Viadnct, pleaded that the cars were not delivered in 
accordance with the contract as to time, and, further, were not 
manufactured in accordance with contract, and they counter- 
claimed for £100 damages. 
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Mr. Rufus Isaacs, K.C., and Mr. E. Pollock appeared for the 
plaintiffs, and Mr. T. Terrell, K.C., and Mr. Grimwood Mears for the 
defendants. 

In opening the case, Mr. Rurus Isaacs said the claim arose out 
of contracts entered into on January 29th, 1900, for the supply by 
plaintiffs of 12 motor cars of 4 н.р, known as the Petit Duc” car, 
and for three cars of 6 H.., which were described as dog-cart 
cars. The price of the former was £213 8s each car, eight of the 
latter £306 9s. each. The claim related only to two of the Petit 
Duc cars and one of the dog-cart type, the other cars having been 
delivered under the contract and accepted and paid for by tbe 
defendants. The terms agreed to were payment of one-third value 
as deposit at the time of the order and the remaining two-thirds on 
delivery from the factory in Paris. A clause of the centract sets 
out that the sale by plaintiffs was made “according to the cóndi- 
tions of sale of our catalogue. Nevertheless, this is merely intended 
as а guide to the dates, without any obligation on the part of the 
company to deliver within tha‘ time.” 

Mr. TERRELL: That is not the translation of the document that I 
accept. i 

Mr. Rurus Jsaacs: That is the translation that I am going to 
put upon it, and I shall say it is the right translation. The exact 
words, given literally, are, “ Nevertheless, this date is not given 
except as a guide, without any obligation on the part of the com- 
pany." His case was that the cars were delivered within contract 
time, and, further, that even if the defendants' view was correct, 
they had over and over again waived any right they might have. 
Ав to the defence that the cars were not of good workmanship, they 
had been tested by two gentlemen very well known as motor 
drivers, whose evidence would assist the jury in coming to the con- 
clusion that nothing was wrong with the machines. 

At this stage the Court adjourned. 


LONDON PROVINCIAL ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION COMPANY. 


Мв. Јовтісе BUCELEY, sitting for the disposal of company matters 
in the High Court of Justice on Tuesday, had before hima petition 
by J. W. Vickars for the winding up of the London Provincial 
Electric Construction Company, Limited.—Mr. Dunham, for the 
petitioner, said the company did not appear. There were negotia- 
tions proceeding on the subject, and, in view of this, he asked that 
the petition might stand over for a week. Certain conditions were 
embodied in a resolution which the company passed on Monday, 
aud there was a likelihood of the petitioner’s debit being satisfied.— 
His Lordship allowed the case to stand out of the list for a week. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Edison and other Accumulators for Electric Motor Cars. 


In an article of your issue of the 6th inst., it is stated that 
the British Electromobile Company ran a distance of 95 
miles on one charge with the Leitner accumulator, and that 
last November the same company ran 100 miles using the 
A B С (Oppermann patent) battery. 

This statement which has been taken from the daily papers 
is inaccurate, and it would be unfair to Mr. Henry Leitner 


to allow it to pass unnoticed now that it has appeared in the. 


Electrical Press. 

The British Electromobile Company's car ran 95 miles 
(from London to Reading and back) last June using Leitner 
accumulators, The cells have given satisfaction since that 
date, and have proved themselves commercially successful, 
that is to say, the cost of their upkeep is reasonable. They 
give from 14 to 16 watt-hours per pound of cell, and can be 
maintained at an annual cost of from 10 to 20 per cent. of 
their first cost. 

Last weck the same company ran a car from London to 
Chippenham, a distance of 97 miles on one charge, using the 
same type of cell. The roads during the latter part of the 
journey were steep and very greasy. From a“ road traction“ 
point of view this 97 miles is far more valuable than the 
previous record of 95 miles. ‘The car carried representatives 
of two of your contemporaries. 

The 100 miles has not been run in this country, at least, 
not officially, and unless it is made upon a through route, 
such as the Bath or North Road, it is of little value as a 
comparative test. 

When a car has been driven from London to Bath on one 
charge, it will be time enough to consider the Leitner battery 
beaten, 

Theodore G. Chambers, 
Managing Director, 
. The British Electromobile Company, Limited, 

June 11th, 1902. | 


Equivalent Sine Curves. 


I am glad to'see by the paper on “ Lag and Lead” in your 
last iesue that Mr: Rhodes no longer thinks it quibbling to 
discuss this subject. It is, however, with the hope of coming 
to some agreement with him, and with those who agree with 
him in thinking that the * equivalent sine curve " is of any 
practical use, that I write again. The theory of the equiva- 
lent sine curve, as stated by Mr. Rhodes last week, amounts 
to this. If c be the alternating current in a circuit, v the 
P.D., and ф the phase difference as got by a wattmeter, then 
for theoretical purposes we may write— 

= 0 V2 sin (рі + 4) | (1) 
e = ү /2sin pt 

It is to be carefully noticed that the rate at which ¢ and e 
vary will be quite different in practice from what they will 
be if given by equations (1). We replace the actual curves 
by bogus curves, which certainly have the merit of sim- 
plicity, but which will produce quite different effects on the 
iron and the choking coils in the circuit. The theory is 
altogether too primitive, and would prevent us anticipating the 
many curious results noticed by engineers. 

Mr. Rhodes makes the admission that in the problem of 
the alternating current arc there are no equivalent sine 
curves. We cannot follow his statement that it is easy to 
tell in practice whether the current is lagging or leading by 
noting the effect on the power factor of placing inductance 
in the circuit. If we place inductance or condensance in 
circuit with an alternate current arc, the phase difference is 
increased, and our old question arises—Is the current lagging 
or leading initially ? The answer is known, and has been 
given more than once by Dr. Sumpner. 

There is one somewhat serious misprint in Mr. Rhodes’s 
paper. He says that if the P.D. and current “ occur simul- 
taneously,” then 


I; sin (а, — i) + I; Sin (а; — 3 51) + е э ө = 0. 
If to * occur simultaneously " means to © vanish simul- 


taneously," then surely the conditions are 
I, Bin a, + Із Sin ay +... 


= Ejsinf,- E sinc... 


Your Reviewer. 


* A Scandal which Everybody Admits.” 


As ап old Arcadian” pupil (at a paltry premium of 
100 guineas per annum), and now a wicked consulting engi- 
neer, I have noted with interest Lieut.-Colonel Crompton's 
remarkable testimonial to his old pnpils aud his own works, 
as given in his evidence before the Committee of the Insti- 
tution of Electrical Engineers (see p. 990 of your last issue). 

Although there were in my time some 30 pupils, I, oddly 
enough, never heard of any of them getting their money 
back through lack of proficiency. Still, possibly, the 
„failure department had not then been started. 


Morgan Williams, M.Inst.C.E., M.A. 
June 16th, 1902. 


* 
A Cable Test. 


About 11 years ago I put down a power circuit of the 
fibre insulated and lead-covered Fowler-Waring cable, 19/148, 
partly underground, and partly fixed to buildings. It 
became necessary to double the voltage ; the cable was 
tested and showed the insulated res., core to lead, of one 
cable to be 2 megohms, and the other 1:8 megohms. No 
fault has occurred since it was laid. | | 


W. A. Walton, A.M.Inst.E.E. 
June 14th, 1902. , 


REVIEWS. 
Municipal! Affairs. By R. C. Brooks. London: P. 8. 
King & Son. 1902. 2nd edition. 
This is a bibliography of the world's municipal literature 
—u sulliciently comprehensive subject. The volume is 
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divided into a subject index (including cities, States and 
countries), and an author list, the latter being confined to 
names only. As far as possible, all books, pamphlets, 
periodical literature and important reports of investigations 
bearing on municipal matters are included, and the references 
are entered under the names of cities and countries, as well 
as under topical titles, in alphabetical order. The subject 
index comprises about 12,000 ditferent entries ; the author 
list, 8,000 titles, under the names of 4,500 authors, and it is 
interesting to note that by far the greater proportion of the 
titles are English, though other countries are well repre- 
sented. The work is undoubtedly one of great value for 
reference. 


Practical Calculation of Dynamo-Electric Machines. By 
ALFRED Е, WIENER. 


This is the second edition of a very comprehensive work, 
in which particulars and examples are given of the calcula- 
tions required in the design of dynamo machinery. In the 
preface the author claims that he has treated the subject in 
such а manner that, by the aid of this book, а person with no 
previous experience will be able to design any kind of con- 
tinuous-current dynamo. 

As stated in our review of the first edition, this is a claim 
which we cannot admit, as no text-book can possibly take 
the place of that intimate practical knowledge based on 

experience, which is so essential to the satisfactory design of 
any engineering structures, whether dynamos, engines, 
bridges, or anything else. 

The book is divided into eight parta, each of which deals 
with a separate portion of the subject. These parts are 
divided into chapters, and these again are sub-divided into 
numbered sections, The numbering of the sections is con- 
secutive right through the book, and in connection with a 
well arranged index and a table of all the symbols used, 
makes reference to any point an easy matter, and might well 
be copied by other authors. 

After a few pages on the physical principles of dynamos, 
we come to Part IL, in which the author deals with the 
calculation of armatures in the usual manner, but with the 
addition of а number of tables of densities, &c., all taken 
from actual practice, and therefore of considerable value in 
guiding the designer. Sec. 35 contains a valuable table 
and curve relating to rise of armature temperature, showing 
the extent to which it is affected by peripheral velocity, and 
by the ratio of pole area to total radiating surface. 

Under the heading of “ Field Magnet Design,” examples 
are given of the application of calculations to almost every 
known form of field magnet, many of which are now 
obsolete ; but we do not find any examples of magnet 
frames for enclosed motors, an; omission which will perhaps 
be rectified in a future edition, as these motors are now 
being used so extensively that their design has become a 
matter of some importance. The only class of enclosed 
motors which receive attention are series motors for traction, 
and the calculations given relate rather to the performance 
of existing machines than the design of new ones. 

The calculation of magnetising forces is very clearly given, 
and in addition a set of diagrams on page 354 show the 


grouping of magnetic circuits in various dynamos with their ` 


electrical analogues. In machines having several magnetic 
circuits, the calculation of the magnetising forces is often a 
stumbling block both to students and to practical men, and 
in such cases these diagrams will be very helpful. 

On the subject of sparking, figures and formul:e, based on 
experiment, are given for the correct size of air-gap for 
sparkless connection. Unfortunately, in this section the 
particulars given are only applicable to smooth-cored 
armatures with copper brushes. Perhaps in a future edition 
the author will supplement this with figures and formule 
for toothed armatures and carbon brushes. 

In connection with shunt motor design, the author points 
out, and gives a table to show, that the tendency to increase 
of speed, due to heating of magnet coils, may by proper 
design be counterbalanced by the tendency to decrease due to 
the heating of the armature winding, so that a practically 
Constant speed may be maintained at full load irrespective of 
temperature. He also points out that the demagnetising 
ampere-turns on the armature, by weakening the field, tend 


to prevent drop in speed with increase of load due to 
armature resistance, so that, by designing a shunt motor 
to work with a fixed brush lead of the proper amount, it 
can be made to run at a practically constant speed with 
any load. 

In Part VIII. are given examples of the calculation of 
dynamos of various types and outputs, and there are three 
appendices. 

The first gives tables of dimensions of modern dynamos by 
Westinghonse, General Electric Company, &c. 

The second gives tables of copper, iron, and German 
silver wire, and winding data; and the third relates to 
remedies for troubles in dynamos and motors in operation, 
such as heating, sparking, humming of the armature, &c. 

In saying, as we have done, that we cannot agree with 
the author’s statement that his book will enable inex- 
perienced persons to design dynamos, we do not wish to 
appear to depreciate its value. Had he instead claimed 
that it would be of material assistance both to students 
and to those engaged in the practical design and construc- 
tion of dynamos, we should have entirely agreed with him. 


Electrical Engineering Testing. By С. D. ASPINALL Pann, 
M.I.E.E. London: Chapman & Hall; Limited. 1902. 
Price 
This work is intended to be of use to students in tech- 

nical colleges in the second and third years of their course, 

and to some extent to engineers in electrical works. It con- 
sists of 289 pages on testing, a section on jointing cables, 
and an appendix of about 150 pages containing proofs of 
formulæ, descriptions of apparatus, and various useful tables 
of constants, logarithms, &c. There are 128 separate tests, 
each comprising an introductory explanation of the object of 
the test, a list of apparatus requisite for the test. instructions 
for taking and recording the readings, and supgestions for 
inferences, &c., which may be deduced fromthe methods and 
observations involved the, whole scheme being very similar 
to that introduced by Prof. Ayrton at the City and Guilds 

Colleges many years ago, which has proved highly satisfac- 

tory in practice. 

The tests are mainly such as can be carried out with the 
apparatus to be found in any well-equipped electrical 
engineering laboratory ; the description of methods embody 
also full explanations of the theory of the tests where 
necessary. Errors do not appear to be numerous ; the first 
half of fig. 62 is incorrect, and should be omitted, and the 
statements regarding the conditions to be fulfilled in order 
that & shunt motor may be self-regulating (p. 194) are of 
questionable accuracy. 

The author’s spelling of the word impedance is new to us 
(impedence), and the use of the term “ secohms”’ is anti- 
quated. The wholly wrong statement on p. 250 that the 
three-wire two-phase system is more economical iu copper 
than the four-wire (merely becanse there are “ only three 
wires") betrays lack of reading on the author's part. 

The appendix on apparatus, although largely composed, 
no doubt, of the makers' descriptions, is likely to be ex- 
tremely useful, and is very full, covering indicators, plani- 
meters, testing sets, Kelvin balances, potentiometers, photo- 
meters, &c., and the tables are well selected and arranged. 
In conclusion, our opinion is that this book should be of 
great value to those for whom it is written ; the demand for 
such a work is undoubted, and it is well adapted to fill the 
real need. ; 


eee 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


China.—La Compagnie Internationale d'Eclairage et de 
Tramways à Tient-Tsin is the name of à company which has just 
been formed in Brussels, with a capital of £250,000, to establish a 


system of tramways and a central electric lighting station at Tient- 
Tsin, China. 


` Holidays.—Those who are contemplating going for 
holidays shortly should obtain a copy of a neatly illustrated little 
pamphlet on “ Holidays in Denmark and Scandinavia,” at 30, Fleet 
Street, E.C. Some new and inexpensive tours in fresh holiday 
districte in Denmark are described. 
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Coronation Illuminations.—We learn that the Elec- 
trical Company, Limited, has received the order for the illumina- 
tion of the Canadian Arch in Whitehall, London, and that more 
than 5,000 incandescent lamps will be used for this purpose. This 
is one of the most important pieces of electrical illumination for. 
the Coronation festivities in the whole of the United Kingdom. 

At the Holborn Restaurant there is an excellent electrical display. 
From the proprietor’s own generating plant energy is taken for 
lighting about 2,500 incandescent lamps, 1,500 of these being 
enclosed in what are known as Micaylorlite reflectors. We 
note that Messrs. Defries & Co., who are the contractors for the 
electrical illumination of the front of these premises, 4, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C., are also using these reflectors. 


The Bruun-Loewener Water Softener, — Speaking 
generally, all hard waters are made so by containing some salt of 
lime in solution. These salts are the carbonate and 
sulphate to which may be added the carbonate of 
magnesia, which acts in the same way as carbonate 
of lime, and may be removed by the same process 
and agencies. All water softening is done by heat 
or by chemicals, and with the ordinary lime salts 
the chemical process is the same, whatever apparatus 
be employed. The details of the apparatus differ. 
In that illustrated, a tank, d, contains the caustic 
milk lime, or soda salt, which it is desired to add to 
the water to be softened. Below it is a rocking 
vessel, c, with two chambers, into which the water 
to be eoftened flows alternately from a pipe, k. At 
each oscillation of the mixer, c, a definite quantity 
of water is allowed to escape from the chemical tank, 
d. The mixed water and chemical flows down by 
way of b into the main body of the tank, a, and in 
this tank the ecale-forming matter is deposited and 
the softened water is taken away by the pipe, i, 
which is placed above a bed of filtering material. 
By means of further appliances, as ball valves, &c., 
the feed by way of k can be regulated to the demand, 
and the use of the oscillating chamber, c, maintains 
a constant ratio between the supply and the chemi- 
cals, which are kept constantly agitated in d. It is 
preferred to heat the water to be softened so as to 
facilitate the process. About 130° is advised as 
suitable. If cold, a somewhat larger settling tank 
becomes necessary. For London waters, either as 
supplied by the companies, or from cbalk wells, the 
only chemical required will be caustic lime with the 
addition sometimes of some soda to deal with any 
lime sulphate, ora little alumino-ferric, to coagulate - 
organic matters. A simple carbonate water is a very cheap water 
to treat, and the results are very perfect. A sulphate water can, of 
course, Ouly be treated at the cost of leaving a quantity of soluble 
salt in the softened water, and care is required that such soluble 
salts do not become concentrated in the boiler. A blow-out at the 
bottom of the depositing vessel of the apparatus described serves to 
discharge deposit as it collects. To soften water will usually cost 
less than the coal wasted by the scale deposited from hard water. 
The apparatus described is made by Lassen & Hjort, of 52, Queen 
Victoria Street. 


New Sand Hopper.—4An improved hopper or sand box 
has been patented by Mr. H. N. Thomas, electrical engineer 
and manager of the Huddersfield tramways. The advantages 
claimed for this hopper over those in general use are as follows:— 
It can be refilled by either the motorman or the conductor whilst 
the car is running, or at any time, without having to disturb the 
passengers, raise cusbions or seats, as in the ordinary type. It is 
more rigidly fixed than the ordinary type. There is no risk of 
spilling sand inside the car, which often gets into and grinds up 
the motor bearings; nor can the sand be spilt on and about the 
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seats or amongst the cables when refilling, as in the old style. If 
sand should suddenly run short on a greasy rail and a down grade 
a fresh supply can at once be put in without causing a panic among 
the passengers by the conductor rushing in and asking them to rise 
whilst ne takes up the seats and refills the hoppers. The box is 
also said to be cheap and durable, and the front hinged door being 


recessed into the panel, with a fancy scroll brass handle, painted 
and lined, is quite out of sight, and yet within easy reach and 
control of the motorman. The figure herewith shows a cross-section 
of the hopper. 


Private Plant.—A very complete installation for 
electric light and power has been laid down at the Oldham 
Equitable Co-operative Society’s central premises, to the designs 
and specifications of Messrs. Crews & Handford, of Manchester. 
There are two Lancashire boilers, supplied by the Oldham Boiler 
Works Company, Limited, and a Green economiser. The feed 
water and steam pipes are in duplicate. The dynamos and motors, 
and all the electrical work, were supplied by Messrs. W. B. Haigh 
and Co., Limited, of Oldham. There is one dynamo coupled to a 
Universal engine and two coupled to Willans engines, each set having 
an output of 172 amperes at 215 volts, 450 revolutions per minute. A 
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smaller dynamo, of 33 amperes capacity, is coupled to a Westing- 
house gas engine of the two-cylinder vertical type for light loads. The 
wiring is in steel tubing, partly in wood casing; there are 2,000 
glow lamps, and eight motors of 1 to 10 B.H.P. The installation 
cost altogether about £7,000. 


Catalogues.—Messrs. Clayton & Co., electrical engineers, 
of Union Works, Huddersfield, have issued an illustrated catalogue 
showing several of their designs of switchboards, switching 
apparatus, &c. 

A new circular has been brought out by the Edison & Swan 
United Electric Light Company, in which they describe their new 
standard electric regulator clock, such as they are showing at the 
Wolverhampton Exhibition and at their London and Liverpool 
showrooms. This high-precision regulator is claimed to be most 
suitable for mansions, watch and clock makers, astronomers, and 
for all purposes where great accuracy in timekeeping is necessary. 
No winding is required, the clock having no weights or springs, and 
there being less than half the parts found in the ordinary clock. All 
of the parts are interchangeable and renewable at small cost. Two 
ordinary dry cells, as used for electric bells, will drive the clock for 
two years and upwards, when they will require renewing. High 
precision is secured by the perfect compensation of the pendulum, 
for variation in temperature, and by the simplicity of the move- 
ment, which ensures that the work done is perfectly сог stant in 
amount, notwithstanding changes of temperature ard atmesphere. 
We understand that one of the clocks, tested by the Standard 
Time Company, and checked daily by an electric signal direct. from 
Greenwich Observatory, for a period of eight months, only accumu- 
lated an error of 14 seconds fast. The clocks are also arranged with 
contacts for operating secondary dials, which dials may be placed 
in any position in a building. Я j 

An excellent catalogue, with some first-class illustrations of 
powerful engine lathes, which are manufactured in stock sizes by the 
Pond Machine Tool Company, of 136, Liberty Street, New York, has 
been sent to us. 

A list of the Improved Electric Glow Lamp Company’s direct and 
alternating current desk, ceiling, and ventilating fans has come to our 
hands, also one dealing with numerous accessories, including holders, 
cut-outs, switches, and other things for electric light and power work 
supplied by the same company. 

essrs. Davies, Kent & Stewart, of Berners Street, W, have 
issued a price list of ceiling roses and wall sockets for addition to 
their catalogue. 

The firm of Siedel & Naumann, of 23, Moor Lane, Fore Street, 
E.C., has sent us a descriptive pamphlet of its metallic packing 
rings (Huhn’s patent), which have been specially designed for high 
speeds, high temperatures and high pressures. They are claimed to 
be very reliable for use with 8 steam and to give the 
best results with high speeds. ey have been tested with a speed 
of 2,000 strokes per minute. This metallic packing for stuffing 
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boxes consists of hollow metal rings, filled with a lubricant which 
yesists the most intense heat. In the inner side of the rings small 
Openings are provided to allow the continuous outflow of the 
lubricant, so that the piston rod and the working parts of the 
engine are always thoroughly lubricated. The use of these hollow 
metal rings as packing offers very numerous advantages which are 
stated in detail in the pamphlet, copies of which may be obtained 
at the above address. Full instructions are given for fitting the 
rings in the stuffing boxes, and alto a list of navies, shipowners, 
ship wharves and electrical works on the Continent where they are 
employed. We learn that they are in constant use by English 
firms of the high industrial standing, such as Messrs. J. Howden and 
Co., Ferranti, Ltd., Galloway’s, Ltd., Alley & Maclellan, Bickle and 
Co., Cole, Marchent & Morley, Н. J. & A. Coulthurst, Davy Bros., 
and many others. 

The Electrical Co., Ltd., has issued & new price list, No. 44, in 
which a great deal of tabulated data and some illustrations appear 
Of their single and multiphase alternating current, induction motors 
and transformers. 

Messrs. T. Harding Churton & Co., of Atlas Works, Leeds, have 
issued several new lists descriptive of their machinery manu- 
factures. No. 13 gives prices and particulars of their continuous 
current generators and motors of the “С” type with shunt, series 
or compound wirdings; for these we understand that a large 
number of orders are in hand, the tizes being for generators from 
100 kw. and 70 kw. downwards, and for motors of 70-1 P., 50-R P., 
$ 5-H.P., &c. ; No. 14 details the "Atlas" continuous-current semi- 
enclosed motors; No. 15 is devoted to polyphase motors for two or 
three-phase currents; aud No. 16 cescribes continuous-current 
multipolar generators and motors of their RM“ type. Тое firm 
has only recently commenced the manufacture of polyphase motors, 
and one of these of C-. p. has been successfully applied for working 
a grain elevator at the brewery of Messra. J. Tetley & Sons, in Leeds. 

TheTypewr:ting Telegraph Corporation, Ltd., of Dashwood House. 
E.C., have issued an illustrated price list of the Steljes’ type-printing 
telegraph instrument for use on telegraph and telephone lines. 

The Electric and Ordnance Accessories Company, Limited, have 
sent us some advance sheets of Section “С” of their catalogue, 
illustrating and dealing with main switches, &c. These have been 
printed in order to give customers some idea of what the company 
are making. They will forward a copy of the list to anyone 
sending trade card. 

Messrs. A. C. Wells & Co., of St. Pancras, are introducing a new 
hand-power lime-washing machine, by which lime, whiting, or cold 
water paints are applied at a speed of from 8 to 10 square yards per 
minute in a manner superior to brush work. It is claimed that one coat 
applied on rough surfaces by the machine is equal to two applied with 
brushes, 

Messrs. Royce, Limited, are issuing a June stock list of con- 
tinuozs current dynamos and motors. 

Messrs. Crompton & Co., Limited, are sending out circulars 
relating to their new carbons for coloured light. 


The Are Works Sports.—The thirteenth annual bicycle 
and athletic race meeting of the Arc Works Club, at Chelmsford, 
went off very satisfactorily last Saturday afternoon, notwithstand- 
ing the poor weather that prevailed. An excellent programme had 
been prepared, and the prizes were distributed by Mrs. Crompton. 
Mr. John Trotter, Lieut.-Col. Crompton, and other directors of the 
company, and a large number of friends were present. 


Australia.— Messrs. Noyes Brothers, of Sydney, N.S.W., 
the Australian representatives of the British Westinghouse Electric 
and Manufacturing Company, Limited, have recently secured two 
important electric power contracts. One is for the complete con- 
version of the horse tramway syetem of Adelaide, South Australia, 
to electric traction. In all there are some 65 miles of track to be 
dealt with. The other contract is for a complete electric power installa- 
tion to be put in the new railway works of the Queensland Govern- 
ment railways. Tuese works are at Ipswich, near Brisbane, and 
the plant put down will consist of 800 Н.Р. of generating plant with 
numerous motors for machine driving. The system is to be of the 
two-phase type. The whole plant, steam, electric and auxiliary 
apparatus, is covered by the one contract, the price of which 
amounts to over a quarter of a million pounds, 


Books Received.— Pipes and Tubes: their Construc- 
tion and Jointing,” by P. R. Bjorling. London: Whittaker & Co., 
1902. 3s. 6d. 

„Programme of the Department of Technology of the C.ty and 
Guilds of London Inttitute.“ Session 1902—1903. London: 
Whittaker & Co. 9d. net. 

"Diagrams of Mean Velocity of Uniform Motion of Water in 
Open Channels; based on the Formula of Ganguillet and Kutter,” 
pre by J. P. Church. New York: John Wiley & Sons. 1902. 

1.50. 


Cricket: Tudor v. Chloride. —А cricket match was 
played on Saturday, 14th inst., between the emplcyés of the Tudor 
Accumulator Co., Ltd., and the employés of the Chloride Electrical 
Storage Co., Ltd. The Tudor employés secured an easy victory 
over the Chloride employés, the result bci: g as follows: Tudor 
employés, 102; Chloride employes, 46. After the match was over 
both teams adjourned to the Hudor Co.'s works, where а sub- 
stantial tea was partsken of and heartiest wishes were expressed for 
tbe success cf both sides’ employers. The match was played on the 
Tudor Club's ground. 


Coronation Map.—Messrs. Fleming, Birkby & Gocdall, 
Limited, belting and leather manufacturers, of Halifax, bave 
issued a “Teon " map of London showing the Coronation pro- 
cession routes for June 26th and Z7th. 


. Electrical Wares Exported. 
Ware Ending Joxe 18TH, 1901. Warr mme JUNE 17тн, 1902. 


Adelaide .. Value £55 . Auckland ..  .. ee Value £47 
Alexandria. sé ЕР .. 1,616 Bangkok . ee oe oe 2б 
Amsterdam — өө ee oe 75 Boca ee е 6 ee oe ee 481 


Archangel . e. is we 245 


‚ Bombay  .. ee - . 780 
Auckland ee eo eo ‚ее 85 


Caloutta ee ee ee 
Cape Town .. as ә 
Channel Islands .. © » 
Christchurch x s is 81 


e 
е 

m 
eo 
S 


Bargkok .. T > eo 2015 
Berbice ss ёе s T 80 
Bilbao. Teleg. mat  .. . 100 


Boca. Teleg. mat. s. .. 890 Colombo e э . 111 
Bombay  .. 2 Ws .. 290. к Teleg. mat. e 096 
Buenos Ayres. Teleg.cable .. 500 Copenhagen. Teleg. wire s 8l 
Calais. ` Р . 823 
Ca'cutta ee . ee ee 861 Durban ee ee ee ee 410 
Cape Town.. . 1,082 East London è . . J78 


Gibraltar. Teleg. mat. in wa 16 
Gothenburg. Teleph. cable. 81 
Halifax ee oe ee ee 221 


Hamburg 3 a 
Teleg. mat. .. . 225 


* Teleg. cable ee 291 
Christchurch 2s T os 67 
Colombo ee ee ee ee 238 
Copenhagen. Teleg. wire . 374 
Durban X as 5 ee 499 


St. Petersburg. Teleg. wire .. 45 
Bhanghai. 
Bingapore .. А zs ia 6l 
Stockholm. Teleg. wire is 50 
Sydney es oe ee eS 539 ' 
Wellington. 220 
i 


Elcc, detonators a 50 . Coronel РР З 
е 21 
Fremantle .. «à co 22 Hong Kong .. $^ m . 67 
Hamburg. Teleg. mat. ee 800 i Teleg. mat, "T" 48 

$i Teleg. appris . 483 Madras NE э» T as 80 
Karachi. Teleg. mat. “+ 74 Malmo. Cable. és e 2173 
Launceston ee ee ee 16 Melbourne ee ee ee ee 1,705 
Lisbon эө T as ка 15 North Atlantio. Teleg. cable .. 4,560 
Lyttleton ee ee ee ee 16 Perth ee ee oe eo oe 72 
N adras ee ee es ee 115 Piraeus ee ee ae ee 58 
Melbourne z - 328 Port Elizabeth  .. vs „‚ 1" 

" Teleg. wire . 1,867 Rotterdam .. is we vr (0 
Ostend x ee 28 29 10 Teleg. mat. . 100 
Otago T ae -— zs 40 Bt. Petersburg. Teleg. mat. (00 
Penang “> Ке ví sa 40 Shanghai ; s аа à 810 
Port Chalmers 92 - 55 өӊ Teleg. cable .. ee 9,950 
Port Elizabeth .. $a . 460 Stockholm, Teleph cable oe 
Quebec. Teleg. cable .. .. 163 Sydney sa e 077 o% 6044 
Hockhampton  .. . 800 

| 


Teleg. wiie.. Vs 40 


Total .. 813,544 Total T £27,692 
Foreign Goods Transhipped. 
Boulogne. Elec. cable Value £270 


Fremantle. Elec. apprts. Value 4717 
Gothenburg. Elec. appris: 25 Hong Kong. Teleg. apparatus 150 
Hamburg. Elec. goods.. М 60 | Paris. Elec. lighting goods .. 297 
Perth. Elec. supplies. T 46 | 


Total .. 


£617 


.. £878 | Total .. .. 
Dissolutions and Liduidations.—A meeting of the 
Gateshead Electric and Mechanical Supply Company is to be held 
at Newcastle on July 18th to hear an account of the winding-up 
from the liquidator. 
First meetings of creditors and contributories of the Meyra 
iine (арыл Limited, are arranged for July Ist at 33, Carey 
reet, W.C. 


The Electrical Transmission Company.— We are 
asked to publish the following letter :— 

We have received several communications from our friends with 
reference to an announcement appearing in your last issue concern- 
ing the liquidation of the Electrical Transmission Company, 
Limited. We wish to point out that Mr. Ernest Scott, of 2, 
Talbot Court, Gracechurch Street, E.C., purchased the business, 
patent rights, &c., of the Limited Company in December, 1900, and 
this purchase, of course, rendered it necessary that the ‘ Limited 
Company’ should be wound up. The business has, since then, 
been carried on under the title of the Electrical Transmission Com- 
pany. The notices appearing are the usual formal notices con- 
nected with the winding-up of the Limited Company, and have no 
connection with the present concern.—The Electrical Transmission 
Co., A. B. Каву, Manager." 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Plant.—May proved 
to be another quiet month as regards the importation of foreign 
electrical goods and apparatus into this country, the value amount- 
ing to only £53,361, which compares with £65,363 in the preceding 
month, and £90,281 in May, 1901. The shrinkage which is taking 
place in these imports is well indicated by the returns for the five 
months ending with May, which show a total of only £283,702, a3 
contrasted with £498,599 in the corresponding five months of last 
year. 


Jandus Patents.—We are informed that the Reason 


Manufacturing Company have recently signed an agreement by 
which they have become licensees of the Jandus Company. 


Natal.—The value of the electrical fittings imported into 
Natal during the first quarter of the current year amounted to 
£12,000, as compared with £7,000 in the first three months of 1901. 


Robertson Lamp Works.—On Wednesday, June 18th, 
a party of the Civil and Mechanical Engineers’ Society paid a visit 
to the Incandescent Electric Lamp Con pany's works, Brook Green, 
Hammersmith, W. 


Trade Announcements, — Messrs. Williamson and 


Josepb, Limited, of Northamp'on Works, Northampton Grove, 


Canonbury, London, N.,are circularising the trade to the following 
effect: —" The Consolidated Telephone Construction and Manu- 
facturing Company, Limited, have since the formation of this 
(W. & J.) Co. had а very considerable interest in it. It has been 
considered for some time that it would be advantageous that the two 
businesses should be worked under one control. The Consolidated 
Compary have therefore taken over the business, and in future it 
will be worked under their name. All accounts will be payable to 
them, and they will discharge all liabilities,” 
8 
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The offices. of tho Mica Bollar Ooverln Company, Limited, have 
pen removed fo Oornwall Buildings, 90, Queen Victoria 
treet, II. O. 

Mr. Q. Braulik notifies that ard lamps of various types, open and 
enclosed, And also flame lamps, ate to be seen burning at his Scotch 
office, 115, Bath Street, Glasgow. 

The name of the Chloride Electrical Storage Syndicate, Limited, 
il a changed to the Chloride Electricál Storage Company, 

mite 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Belgium.—The electric lighting of the Borinage country, 
which bas been under study for a considerable time past, has at Jast 
been decided upon. This important undertaking has for its object 
tbe lighting by electricity of Wasmes, Páturages, and various other 
towns and communes in the district, besides supplying current to 
private and business houses for lighting and motive power 
purposes. 


Bexhill.—A report on the second year's working of the 
municipal electric light works shows that the gross profit was 
£2,077. After placing £1,655 to the interest and sinking fund, 
there remains a net profit of £422. Mr. Robert Hammond was 
appointed to report upon the present position and future require- 
ments of the works. 


Blackburn.— The long controversy over tenders for new 
engines and dynamos at the Blackburn electricity works has at 
last been eettled by the Town Council. About six months ago 
Prof. Kennedy was asked to advise the Corporation, amongst whom 
great difference of opinion had arisen as to the type of engine 
-most suitable, the Electricity Committee and their engineors 
having originally recommended Bellies high-speed engines. The 
100 odd tenders were submitted to Prof. Kennedy, whose report 
was recently received recommending the adoption of engines of 
moderate speed. The tender selected by Dr. Kennedy was that of 
Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., of Preston, for dynamos, with engines of 
1£0 revolutions a minute by Mesars. Willans & Robinson, of Rugby, 
and he stated in a lengthy report his reasons for making that selec- 
tion. The Committee thereupon asked Messrs. Willans & Robinson 
if they were prepared to amend their tender as to price, and also 
invited Mesers. Belliss & Morcom, of Birmingham, to do likewise. 
The former reduced their price from £18,880 to £18,127, and the 
latter from £21,031 to £19,313, and the Committee thereupon wrote 
Prof. Kennedy again, putting fresh facts before him, and asking for 
a supplementary report. The Professor, in response, said that, 
subject to guarantee of economy in steam consumption, and con- 
sidering that a large proportion of the present plant at Blackburn 
was 1Belliss's, the Committee might safely accept Messrs. Dick, 
Kerr & Co.'s amended tender for Belliss engines. The Committee 
thereupon 1 to recommend the acceptance of such tender, 
but at a subsequent meeting, after a lively discussion, reverted to 
Prof. Kennedy's original award, finally coming before the Council 
with a resolution (proposed by Alderman Crossley) for its accept- 
ance and tbe adoption of Willans & Robinson's engines. The action 
of the Committee in obtaining a “supplementary” award was 
severely criticised by Councillor Hamer and others, and an amend- 
ment was proposed by Councillor Gregson that local engineering 
firms be invited to amend their tenders. After a three hours’ 
debate of а quarrelsome character, the amendment was negatived 
by the casting vote of the Deputy Mayor (Councillor Tattersall), and 
the tender cf Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co. for dynamos, with Willans 
and Robinson’s engines, was accepted. 

Following on the remarks of Mr. Giles in his annual report of 
the electricity works last week, to the effect that want of proper 
condensing plant had caused a big expense on the year's working, 
the Electricity Committee have instructed him to prepare a scheme 
for the erection of such a plant. 


Blackpool.— The T.C. last weck discusscd the action of 
the Tramways and Electricity Committee in deciding not to send a 
representative to the annual convention of the Incorporated Muni- 
cipal Electrical Association. Alderman Grime characterised this 
action аз a miserable, chee:eparing policy, and contended that the 
electrical ergineer, considering how much morey the Corporation 
had invested in electrical works, ougbt to besent if they could not 
afford to send their chairman. He claimed that he saved the 
Corporation £500 last year on one item alone, thrcugh attending 
the convention. Mr. W. Challoner agreed that the head of the 
electricity department, and the engineer, ought to go to such 
gatherings, as they were highly educational. The matter was 
referred back to the Committee for re-consideration. 


British Guiana,—Tbe Demerara Electric Company now 
controls the tramways and lighting in Demerara, British Guiana, 
the gas company having closed down its works. An ех'е. віоп of 
the plant at the power station has been decided upon in con- 
sequence. 


Burton.— Out of the profits of the electric light depart- 
ment for the past year, which amounted to £545, £520 is to be 
repaid to the gasworks department, on account of the £1020 
advanced by that department, and the balance of £25 has been 
carried to a new account to be called a renewal fund. 


Bury. The electricity accounts show thet for the past 
year tho gross profit amounted to £2,300 108. ба, as agains? 
41,274 128. Gd. in the previous year. Tho working expenses had deen 
very considerably reduced, but the inteteSt account had risen some 
thing like £430, and the sinking fund had also risen. Compared, the 
interest and sinking fund was £2,515 7s. 9d., against £1,932 5s. 3d. 
The net loss this year was £158 as against £657 last year. It is 
thought that next year there will be a profit instead of a loss. The 
consumers are 51 more, with 6,109 8-C. p. lamps. The total number of 
consumers is 305, with 24,668 8-c.». lamps. The output has 
increased this year by 62,090 units, equal to 23 per cent. For 
motors and hiring purposes there were 59,773 units sold, and last 
year 24,471, increase 144 per cent. There have been 19 motors, 
equal to 89 B.., let out on hire during the year. The total 
ed of motors now in use is 48, and the total horse-power 
187. 


Colchester.— Colonel Smith, R.E., L.G.B. inspector, 
held an inquiry last week into the application of the Corporation 
for leave to borrow £8,500 for further electric light extensions. 
There was no opposition. 


Dartford.—Nernst lamps are to be substituted for the 
existing incandescent electric lamps at Dartford for a portion of the 
street lighting. 


Dewsbury.—The Corporation bave made arrangements 
with the B.E.T. Company to lay in the trench in which the cables 
for the tramways will be laid from the electricity works to the 
Market Place, three lines of pipes, through which additional elec- 
tric lighting mains may be drawn as required, the Corporation to 
pay the company a proportionate cost of the trench. 


Ilellingly.—Electricity is to be very largely used in the 
new East Sussex Asylum at Hellingly. The contract for the installa- 
tion has just been placed with the firm of Messrs. J. E. Spagnoletti 
and Co. The generating plant is to consist of three 100-B. H. P. 
high speed enclosed engines, direct coupled to multipolar gene- 
rators, giving outa pressure of 400 to 450 volts. The system of 
distribution is the three-wire, with 400 volts across the outers, 
with a 200-volt supply for the incandescent lighting and the small 
motors, and 400 volts for the large metors and tbe tramway line. 
There will be about 2,500 lights installed. At present 12 motors 
are being fixed in various parts of the building. A separate trac- 
tion switchboard is to be supplied for controlling the tramline from 
the station to the asylum. The tramway is to be run on the over- 
head system. Trolley standards are to be fixed about every 40 yds. 
along the line of route, and these poles are to have brackets, to 
which the trolley wire carrying the current is to be fixed. A tram- 
car is to be supplied capable of seating 12 persons, and a locomotive 
is also to be supplied auitable for hauling trucks. 


Eltham.—The Woolwich M.B.C. having now entered 
into possession of the Eltham portion of the Blackheath Company's 
E.L. undertaking, has decided to take current in bulk from the 
company, and to circularise the residents. 


Failsworth.—The U.D.C. has decided that a committee 
is to wait upon the Electricity Committee of the Manchester 
Corporation and inquire on what terms they would be prepared to 
undertake a supply for Failsworth, now that their electricity scheme 
is more matured. . 


Falkirk.—Mr. Burstall, the consulting engineer, is to 
supply the Falkirk Town Council with the names of firms who are 
to be asked to send in approximate quotations and illustrations of 
lamp-posts for the lighting of the streets. 

Abbots Foundry Company have applied to the Corporation re 
supply of electrical energy for their works. 


Farnham. — The U.D.C. has received specification, 
estimates, and draft contract from the Edmundson Corporation for 
a complete scheme for lighting the district with electricity, but con- 
sideration is deferred pending negotiations with the gas company and 
the consideration of a suggestion to take current from the Aldershot 
U.D.C. in bulk. | 


Halifax,—llipperholme Urban Council has decided to 


approach Halifax Town Council with a view to that Lody extending 
its electric light and tramway to the urban district. 


Hanley.— With four dissentients, Hanley Town Council 
has decided to supply current fır Coronation illuminations at 2d. 
per unit. . 


Lancaster.— The annual report as to the electrical 
department shows that for the second half of the year tle price of 
current for motive power жаз reduced from 33d. t» 3d. per unit, and 
the charges for public lamps were also reduced from January het 
last. The total net profits were £931, аз compared with £1,177 for 
the previous year. Tbis sum bas Leen carried to the reserve fund. 
The total sales of current increased by £494, and for meter 1entals 
there was an increase, due to new conditions imposed upon sm. II 
consumers, of £33. Theincome from public lamps decreased by £9. 
The total expenditure increased from £4,782 to £5,644; coal and 
insurance being tbe only items showing a decrease. The reserve 
fund now amounts to £2,131. The total capital, authorised and 
borrowed, is £35,000, and the amount expended is £39,346. The 
plant is now being extended so as to double the generating power, 
in view of the completion of the first portion of the tramway 
scheme, which should be in working order by a month or so, 
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Liverpool A L. d. B. inquiry is to be held regarding 
the City Council's application to borrow £300,000 for electricity 
Supply extensions. 


Londen.—Cfry.— Last week the Court of Common 
Council decided to light the City School by electricity at £700. 

Isxincton.—The B.C. has made application to the L.C.C. for 
sanction to borrow £2,100 for extending the electric lighting mains. 

W ootwicu.—The M.B.C. has resolved to apply to the L. C. C. for 
& loan of £101,000 to complete the purchase of the Woolwich Dis- 
trict Electric Lighting Company’s undertaking. The chief items 
echeduled are:—Parchase money, £79,700; capital expended in 
1901, £8,961; ditto to May 31st last, £5,800; ditto pending 
(engineers' estimate), £6,874. 


Londonderry.—At a meeting of the Corporation, held 
on the 11th inst., it was decided to engage Sir William Preece as 


consulting engineer, to give evidence at the inquiry, and carry out 
the scheme. 


Mexborough.—The electric lighting scheme bas been 
comnpleted for £300 within the original estimate of £12,000, and 
the services of the electrical engineer (Mr. Waring) have been 
retained for a further three months. 


Natal.— Messrs. J. L. Hulett & Sons are erecting a large 
sugar factory at the Umhlali; they will use electricity as a motive 
power, and the waters of the river Umvoti, a distance of four miles 
away, are to be utilised as part of the scheme. 


Sheffield. The E.L. Department reports a net profit of 
£5,604, compared with £6,294 in the previous 12 months. 


Slough.—The U.C. has decided in favour of transferring 


the Slough Electric Lighting Order to the Windsor Electrical 
Installation Company. 


South Shields.—At a meeting of the T.C. on the 
11th inst., Alderman Rennoldson, in presenting the report of the 
Electric Lighting Committee, referred to the annual report of the 
electrical engincer (Mr. Cawthra), The report showed a profit of 
£2,111, and the causes of the balance falling short of what had been 
estimated were these :—The first quarter of the year was antici- 
pated by some weeks, owing to the accounts of the previous 
quarter having been delayed, and thus overstepping the ensuing 
quarter; the reduction iu the price of light had taken effect; there 
had been the cost of repairing damage done by an explosion in 
Commercial Road ; and a new arc cable had had to be provided for 
King Street. Erroneous ideas had got abroad that these repairs 
were not paid for out of revenue. They had been and always were £0 
paia The items he bad mentioned accounted for an extra expen- 

iture of £1,190. Оп the other hand, they aaved 4500 on coal. 
Making allowance for the items of extra expenditure, the balance 
of £2,111 came very near to the estimate that had been made. 
During the present year they would have no outlay in regard to 
new plant or mains, all of which were now practically paid for. 
They had considerable surplus power, and he had reason to believe 
that next year would show a handsome profit. Mr. Henderson, in 
seconding, said that the cost of production was the lowest of any 
electricity supply works for lighting purposes only. In South 
Shields it was only 1:29d. per unit, which said a great deal for their 
undertaking. 


Stafford.—The Council bas approved the following 
amended scale of discounts to be allowed on accounts for electric 
current consumed per quarter :—Up to 140 B.T.U., 24 per cent ; 
between 140 and 700 B. T. U., 5 per cent.; between 700 and 1,400 
B.T.U., 74 per cent. ; and above 1,400 B.T.U., 10 per cent. 

The annual report of the electric lighting undertaking showed a 
deficit on the year's working of £1,157. The income was £2,955, an 
increase of £449, and the expenditure was £2,292, against £1,888; 
leaving a net revenue of £663 to be carried forward. Repayment 
of loan required £641, and interest £876. During the year the com- 
mittee have had to relay all the cables in conseauence of their having 
given way, and this had cost £2,000. ‘Towards the cost of renewal 
the sum of £300 has been placed aside. The amount raised by loan 
for the undertaking was £30,000, and of thie £27,967 has been ex- 
pended up to the present time. | 


Sanderland.—The annual report of the Electricity and 
Lighting Committee shows that the number of lamps connected on 
March 3186 last was 66,932, as compared with 50,092 for 1901, an 
increase of 34 percent. The number of units sold was 2,375,557, as 
compared with 1,218,768 for 1901, an increase of 94 per cent. The 
number of consumers is now 721, as against 640 for 1901. The 
capital expenditure has been £205,082, and the revenue for the 

ear £26,578; tbe costs being £15,212, a gross profit of £11,366, or 

2 per cent. on the capital outlay, was left. After meetiog interest 
and sinking fund, а net profit of £1,938 remained. The sinking 
fond now amounts to £13,613, or 11} per cent. on the capital outlay. 
The ceficit arising from tke fint three years of working bas been 
wiped cff, and a net balance is in hand of £1,346. "Ihe total station 
cost of production per unit was 1:534., and the total cost, including 
sinkiog fund and interest, was 2:49d. per unit last year, the 
charge being 3d. The total production was 2, 646.315 units; of this 
1,413,405 units were consumed for lighting and 1,232,910 for traction. 
The report terminates with the hope that soon a scheme will be laid 
before the Council for supplying local shipyards and works with 
electricity, at a comparatively low cost, for motive power. 


Surbiton.—The U.D.C. having sealed its contract with 
the Callender Com several members of the Council on 
Wednesday accepted the nvitation to inspect the company's works. 


Swansea. —The report of tho first year's result of the 
electric lighting undertaking shows а gross profit of £2,163 4s. łd., 
less interest £1,970 0s. 2d., leaving в net profit on the year's work- 
ing of £292 14s. 11d. The debit balance on March, 1901, was 
£642 4s. 9d., and the deficit (excluding sinking fund for the present 
year) £349 9s. 114. The units sold were 319,215, and the units 
sold per 8-c.P. lamp, 1377. The average price obtained for private 
lighting was only 3:544., and for public lighting 3'14d. Mr. 
Prusmann, in а lengthy analytical report to the committee, stated 
that in his opinion the result as compared with other towns, was 
very satisfactory. He trusted that the small loss would at the end 
of next year be turned into a profit. Power consumera, he noticed, 
were increasing largely. Had the price in Swansea to private con- 
sumers been the average, the loss of £349 would have been turned 
into a profit approximately of £552 towards paying off sinking fund, 
or in other words, the undertaking would practically be near paying 
all charges in its first year. 


Trowbridge,—The claim of Mr. D. Stevenson for 
£214 4s. 9d. for advising Trowbridge Urban Council with respect 
to the proposed electric installation for the town has been settled 
by the payment of £200, all plans to be handed over to the Council. 
The Council bave expressed their satisfaction at the manner in 

- which Mr. Stevenson advised them. 


Ware.—Mr. H. Wall Wilkinson has been instructed by 
the U.D.C. to prepare a report on electric lightinz. 


Yeovil.—The T.C., after considering the offer of Messrs. 
Crompton & Co. to apply for an electric lighting prov. order, has 
decided that the powers should be in its own hands rather than in 
those of a company. Consequently, it could not support Messrs. 
Crompton’s application. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Barrow.—The T.C. on Tuesday last decided to lease the 
tramways to the B.E.T. Company. The company will take over 
the working of the present lines on a lease, substitute electricity 
for steam, and maintain a 15 minutes’ service to the docks, Furness 
Abbey, and Roose, and commence the work of laying down the new 
trams within three months. The Corporation reserve the right to 
purchase at the end of every seven years. 


Cardiff.— Two of the principal electric tram routes in 
the commercial and residential parts of the district—Cathays 
and Docks—were opened on Thursday, 12th inst. At a 
luncheon which followed, Mr. Ellis, the electrical engineer, in 
responding to a toast, said that at present they had only 40 cut of 
120 сагв which were on order, во that he asked that critics should 
not expect the perfect service which would come when the cars 
were all in Cardiff. During the month of May they had carried a 
million and a half of people, and had taken in fares close upon 
£6,000, which was more than amplo to pay the whole of the 
expenses, including interest and repayment of capital. With the 
continuance of that traffic they could do very well, but he confi- 
dently anticipated a handsome surplus when their system was in 
thorough working order with the complete service of cars. 


France.—The conversion of the tramways at Lille to 
electric traction is almost complete, and the construction of several 
new lines is also in hand. The power station, which will eventually 
have a capacity of 3,600 m P., is already equipped with a 1,200 нр. 
steam dynamo, and one of 700-н Р. 


Germany.—The last section of the Halle-Merseburg 
electric tramway —that between Ammendorf and Merseburg—has 
just been completed, and the whole line opened for traffic. 


Huddersfield.—Major Druitt, on behalf the D. of T., 


on Tuesday last, inspected the Birkley, Almandbury, and Hanley 
routes of the Corporation. 


Italy.—The project of constructing an electric railway 
between Rome and Naples has received the sanction of the com- 
mission appointed by the Minister of Public Worke. Tbe Rome 
terminus will be situated in the Place Cenci, and the station in 
Naples will be built in the Via dei Mille. The line will be 197 
kilometres long, and the journey is to be accomplished in two 
hours The railway will pass through Cisterna, Terracina, Formia, 
Mondragone, and Qoagliao. The principal intermediary station 
will bə Fondi. The line will be a double one, and can be traversed 
by the aid of either electric or steam traction. It will be used 
solely for passengers ani mails. 


Liverpool.—'lhe electric car route over the two new 
approaches to the pier-hend, Liverpool, was opened for traffic on 
Thursday last week. The route connects Water Street with the 
pier-head by means of the new roadway constructed across the site 
on the old George's Dock, so giving а straight-lire approach from 
the main artery of Water Street. 


Stalybridge, &c.—A deputation of the Stalybridge, 
Hyde, Mossley and Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board 
is to visit Hanley, London, Portsmouth, Southampton and Lough- 
borough, for the purpose of inspecting various types of overhead 
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Chatham and District.—Hitherto the Chatham dis- 
trict has been entirely dependent upon a miserably slow bus 
service, but on Tuesday, the 17th inst., the tram service of the 
Chatham and District Light Railway Company, Limited, was set in 
operation all through the district for a total length of traction 
more than 84 miles. The system is worked by electricity, the cars 
running on a track of 3 ft. 6 in. gauge. The overhead trolley system 
is used. The construction of the permanent way has been in courte 
of operation since the commencement of 1901. The rails are laid on 
a concrete foundation primarily, and then set in either Janate” 
wood blocks or granite headers. The routes taken are from the 
large power house (situated at Luton), along the Luton Road to the 
east end of High Street, Chatham; from thence there are lines 
running up and down Chatham Hill on to the Rainham Road. 
Leaving the east end of Chatham, the tramsrun by way of the High 
Strect and Brcok, on to the new Town Hall. From this point 
passengers may take eeats either to the C. & D. & S.E.R. station, 
and on to the Cemetery, or they may travel in an opposite cirection 
to the various Barracks, Dockyard, School of Military Engineering, 
and many other Government establishments. In this direction also 
the trams will run on through Old Brompton, past the Royal Engi- 
neer Barracks and Gymnasium, over the Great Lines on to New 
Brompton. From this large dockyard, suburban trams cau be taken 
to various parts of this district, and on to Gillingham Church, and 
up to “Jezreel’s” tower, and here join the Chatham Hill 
section, There are at present 25 double-decked cars, which 
have been manufactured by Messrs. George Е. Milne ard 
Co., Limited. The cars are fitted with reversible garden ceats for 
outside passengers, and with incandescent lights within and 
without. Some 50 persons can be accommodated on each car. The 
power station buildings at Luton include an immense car shed, 
power house, generating station, and the various offices required for 
the manager and his staff. The three largest engines are by 
Messrs. Yates & Thom, of Blackburn, and the boilers were made by 
the same firm. The smaller engines, for light work, are by Messrs. 
Belliss & Morcom. The electrical work has been carried out by the 
British Thomson-Houston Company, Limited, and Mr. F. Osmond 
(Southampton) has constructed the permanent way. Mr. C. H. 
Merz is consulting engineer to the company; Mr. W. Jensen 
(formerly of Croydon) resident engineer and manager; and Mr. 
Gordon Davies, traffic manager. The whole of the line and works 
having been previously passed by the Beard of Trade, the formal 
opening of the tramways service began on Tuesday last with an 
assemblage at noon at the Luton power station of a representative 
gathering of gentlemen invited by the chairman aud directors 
of tbe company. The party numbered some 150 gentlemen, 
including the Mayor of Chatham (Mr. H. J. T. Browne) and the 
aldermen and councillors of the borough, with the town clerk and 
officials, the Mayor of Rochester (Councillor Chas. Tuff) and alder- 
men and councillors of the Rochester Corporation, with town clerk 
and officials. The gentlemen associated with the company 
assembled included Mr. A. R. Monks (chairman of the company), 
Mr. S. G. Fraser (brother to General Sir Thomas Fraser, K C. B., 
C.M.G. in Command of the Chatham Garrison ard Thames Dis- 
trict), with whom is associated Mr. A. Н. Walton, as the engineer 
to the company; Mr. E. T. James (representing the British 
Thomson-Houston Company, Limited); Mr. C. H. Merz (of 
London and Newcastle), consulting electrical engiuecr; Mr. W. 
Jansen, the resident engineer and manager; Mr. W. Gordon 
Davies, traffic manager; &c. 

Having inspected the company's splendid plant and general 
works thoroughly, the unanimous opinion seemed to be that the 
company bave spared no pains or money in starting the affair on a 
good sound practical line. The party then entered the cars 
awaiting them and proceeded direct to the Town Hall by way of 
Luton Hoad and High Street. At the Town Hall luncheon was 
served, after which the Chairman first submitted “ Тһе King,” and 
after a verse of the National Anthem, “ Her Majesty the Queen” 
was the next toast given loyally from the chair, associated with 
that of the Prince and Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal 
Family. 

„The Corporations of Chatham and Rochester, and the Gilling- 
ham District Council,” was next given by the chairman, who ex- 
pressed the hope that the prosperity which already prevailed at 
Chatham and Gillingham would be increased by the introduction 
of the tramways system, bringing as it would to the towns a quick 
and cheap service. The company had spent a considerable amount 
of money, and would continue to expend it, in the introduction of 
their trams, and, as they had seen that day, they had a power station 
and plant on the most improved system, and capable of further 
development; they had laid down a large track, and he hoped the 
whole tramway system would redound to the credit of the com- 
pany and the local governing bodies. He desired on behalf of the 
company to thank the Corporation of Chatham and the Gillingham 
District Council fcr the courteous manner with which they had 
received the company throughout, He knew there was unfortunately 
sometimes a little friction between municipal corporations and 
private enterprise, but in this case they had been quite free from 
that. If the local authorities would support the company in the 
future as they had done in the past, he should be satisfied. Не 
should like to thank the Mayor of Chatham for his kindness in placing 
that ball at the disposal of the company. With the tcast he coupled 
the names of the Mayors of Chatham and Rochester, and tke chair- 
man of the Gillingham District Council, who all responded. 

The Mayor of Chatham gave Success to the Chatham and Dis- 
trict Light Railway Company.” 

The name of Mr. Monks, the chairman, was associated with this 
toast, which was well received. Mr. Monks, on behalf of the com- 
pany, thanked the proposer for the kind way in which he had given 


it, and the company for the cordial reception of the toast. Of course, 
as business meu their first duty was towards the shareholders who 
Lad embarked in this undertaking, but this did not prevent them 
from promoting the welfare of the public. The chairman thea 
spoke in high terms of the British Thomson-Houston Company, 
who supplied the electrical equipment, and the good track laid 
down by Mr. Osmond. Mesers. West Bros. had built a good depót, 
and they were fortunate in securing the best engineering skill in 
Mr. Fraser and Mr. A. H. Walton. The chairman also said they 
had the able services of Mr. C. H. Merz, and he hoped the Corpora- 
tion of Cbatham would extend to him and his staff the same 
courtesy and help in the future as they had done in the past. 

Mr. Fraser gave The Visitors," and the Mayor of Gravesend, the 
High Constablecf Gillingham and Mr. Vaughan (of Maidstone) 
Tep'ied to the toast, and shortly afterwards the pleasant gathering 
broke up. 

The trams will now run at frequent intervals on very low fares. 
The whole distance can be traversed for 2d., the other journeys 
between being done at 1d. and 14d. 


Gloucester.—There is now very little probability of the 
dispute between the Gloucester Corporation and tbe County Council 
being amicably settled. Representatives of both authorities have 
met in conference, but the a'tempt at вей lement has failed, and tke 
matter cf the proposed electric tramways will have to be fought out 
before the Commissioners. Mr. Nevins intends to epend some 
£200,000 upon his scheme for Stroud, connecting that town with 
Gloucester and Cheltenham. The piece of road which is claimed 
or the scheme proposed by the Corporation, and over which Mr. 
Nevins also desires that his trams should run isa very small matter, 
after all, but the Commissioners will have to deal with a mass of 
evidence from both sides at the inquiry which is expected to be 
Feld early in Avgu:t. Representative bodies in Gloucester and 
Stroud have already appointed their witnesses, and the result will 
be awaited with the keenest interest. : 


Manchester.—The electric trams are proving a great 
success. For the week ending June 7th, the traffic reached a total 
of 1,122,184 passengers. 


Paris.—The third portion of the northern circle of the 
Metropolitan Railway was inspected last week by M. Bienvenu, 
chief engineer of the City of Paris. It extends from the Chaussée 
Clignancourt to the Boulevard Magenta, and it is precisely similar 
in coustruction to the portion already completed. There are three 
stations: Square d'Anvers, Place Pigalle, and Place Blanche. The 
line is being constructed in a fairly rapid manner, and the compauy 
hopes to open the portion from the Etoile to the Boulevard Magenta 
at the end of July, and the whole line to the Place de la Nation in 
December. The cost of construction of each kilometre is 4,500,000 
francs. According to M. Garetta, director of the company, it will 
be seven years before the whole of the Metropolitan system will be 
completed. М. Bienvenu has been to America to study the system 
of work carried out there, and he says that if Parisians saw the 
trenches opened out in New York, they would be much gratified by 
the small amount of inconvenience caused by the excavations in 
Paris. 


Sunderland.—The first annua! report of the Tramways 
Committee shows that the result of the years working is that 
a net profit of £7,742 is left after meeting all charges The 
income for the year was £57,307, and the expenditure £49,565. 
Included in this last item were the working expenses, £30,719. ОР 
this last figuro electrical energy cost £10,274; wages, £13,654; 
salaries, £637; oil, salt, lighting, £976; rent, rates, and taxes, 
£1,378; printing, tickets, uniforms, &c., £1,696 ; compensation to 
third parties, £173; insurance, £82; repairs and maintenance of 
roling stock, £794; repairs and maintenance of permanent way, 
£745; repairs and maintenance of electrical equipment, £226 ; 
repairs and maintenance of buildings, £80; interest and deprecia- 
tion represented £15,846, the amount transferred to the deprecia- 
tion fund being £12,159. "The car-miles travelled were 1,170,207, 
the units of electricity consumed were 1,232,910, the units consumed 
per car-mile being 1°05, and the passengers carried 13,596,808. 
The income per car-mile was 11°75d, and the total expenses per 
car-mile were 10:16d., leaving a net profit of 1:594. per car-mile. The 
The capital account shows an expenditure of £223,540. The per- 
centage of gross profits on this sum was 11:39, and the net prorit 
worked out to 346 per cent. on the capital expended. Tne sum 
carried to the revenue account was £26,588 13s. 4d. ; the balance 
from last year was £1,757 12s. 10d., making a total of £31,346 6з. 2d., 
and this is disposed of in the following way :—Interest on mortzage 
debt, £6,687 28. 4d. ; amount transferred to compensation accident 
fund, £500; depreciation fund, £12,159 3s. 10d.; reserve fund, 
£5,000 ; balance carried forward in aid of the borough rates, £7,000. 
Тое sinking fund account shows that £6,700 of principal has been 
repaid. 


Wolverhampton.—An_ interesting discussion on the 
Lorain system of traction took place on Saturday at a conference 
of municipal and county engineers from all parts of the country, 
held in the Assembly Room of the Drill Hall, Wolverhampton. 
Two papers dealing with the system were read by Mr. Geo. Green, 
borough enzincer of Wolverhampton, and Mr. C. E. Shawfieid, 
borough electricalengineer. The discussion which followed elicited 
several new and important facts. It was stated that the cost of 
making and electricatly equipping the 233 miles of single track em- 
braced in the Wolverhampton tramway scheme would be £210,000. 

Mr. Price (Birmingham) asked what the difference in price wag 
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between that and the ovsrhead system for the same length? Then, 
again, the passing of heavily-weighted lorries and wazons over the 
different lines of boxes must, he (Mr. Price) should consider, tend 
to loosen them out of place, or cause depressions in the stone setts or 
wood pavement, resulting in the admission of wet and damp, and 
then trouble. 

Mr. Eayrs (Birmingham) called attention to the unevenness of 
some of the Lorain boxes, projecting, as they did, at different 
heights in some places above the level surface of the track, and 
remarked that they must be the cause of some annoyance to drivers 
of vehicles Was this unevenness caused by bad laying of the 
track, cr was it in consequence of the track being laid before the 
Lorain boxes were put in? Next, was there nct crca'er danger of 
leakage of the electric current from this system t* an from the over- 
head trolley ? There was no menticn in either of the papers as to 
how lorg the magnetic skid or skate that was fixed along the 
bottom of the cars was likely to last. Speaking without experi- 
ence, he should tbink the continuous grinding every 12 ft. of this 
skid over the tops of the Lorain boxes must cause a tremendous 
amount of wear. Two other questions he should like to ask were :— 
(1) What was the average cost of working per car-mile; and (2) 
whether the granite (reeonéet ue: ed granite) boxes could not be as 
well made in tbis cour.try as in America? 

Mr. Wilkinson (Harrogate) wished to know what had been the 
experier.ce, since the cars commenced running, of moisture percolat- 
ing into the boxes and, rcxt, whether any accidents had occurred 
through boxes 10 raining "alive" after the cars had passed over 
them? 

Mr. Green, in reply, said as to the cost of laying down the system 
in Wolverhampton, the estimated amount when the entire scheme 
had been carried out, was £210,000. "That included the car shed, 
depót, &c. At present they had got between 11 and 12 miles single 
line laid down and equipped out of the total length of 23$ miles. 
The actual cost of laying down the track was £5,500 per single line 
mile. That included the breaking up in the first instance of the 
macadamised road, the carting away of the material, the formation 
of the track, and laying down the rails, but did not include the 
cost of equipment. So far as they had had experience, no com- 
plaint had been received of any annoyance to drivers or owners of 
vehicles by driving over the tracks; neither had any of the boxes 
been injured by heavy traffic. On this point, just before Christmas 
last they put the boxes on the mile track to a most severe test by 
causing to be run over them & traction engine drawing two trucks 
loaded with a heavy boiler, the total weight being between 35 and 
40 tons. On examination afterwards none of the contact boxes 
were found to have been injured by the passage over them of this 
heavy weight. With regard tothe unevenness of some of the boxes 
in projecting above the wood pavement, it was more apparent tban 
real. In reply to the question put by Mr. Eayrs with respect to the 
Lorain boxes, the reconstructed granite of which they were com- 
posed was considered the hardest material that could be produced 
for their manufacture in America. But he was by no means 
satisficd with them. Some of them that had been laid down from 
the commencement showed practically no wear whatever, whilst 
others had to be replaced after a few weeks’ working. He was in 
hopes of being able to find tome kind of material in some part of 
England that would be of a harder and more durable character. 

Mr. Shawfield also replied with regard to the granite boxes. He 
eaid he agreed with Mr. Green tbat it was too early at present to 
givea satisfactory answer to the question asto how long they would 
last. Some of them would, in all probability be worn out and lave 
to be replaced long before the end of the first 12 months, whilst 
others would show but little signs of wear. Water had found its 
way into some of the boxes, the cause in each case being the same, 
viz., the fracture of the boxes. This was due to the fact that a man 
who was engaged to assist in screwing them up, being of the navvy 
type, with more muscle than brains, exerted such an amount of force 
that he fractured nearly all the boxes on which he operated. This 
was not found out at the time until after the wet bad percolated 
into the boxes, and so caused contact. The result was that some 
50 of these boxes were found “alive” at different times, to the 
extent of from 300 to 520 volts. This had led to a few horses 
stumbling down at different times, but beyond being a little sur- 
priscd at what had occurred, none of them were any the worse. 
With respect tothe life of the skate beneath the cars, at first, owing 
to the great friction that occurred, it was estimated they would not 
last longer than about 1,C00 miles’ run. Since then, however, several 
improvements had been introduced, particularly in putting the 
paving in different parts between the sides of the track in better 
condition, во that it was now estimated that a skate would not require 
renewing more frequently than at the termination of each 3,000 car- 
miles run. Up to the present the total miles run was about 
30,000, but he was not in a position to give any estimate as 
to the working cost per mile, until he had had a little 
longer experience of it. Mr. Shawtield also stated that the cost of 
equipping the tracks after the rails had been laid down was about 
£1,800 per single line-mile. The total cost—including formation 
and equipment of the track—was about £500 per single mile more 
than the overhead system. 

In our last issue an error occurred in the paragraph under the 
head “ Wolverhampton." One sentence isthere made to commence, 
" General Manliers felt that if the engineer were allowed to 
interfere with the cars or the skates during the test," &c. This 
should have read, “ Several members felt that if the engineer were 
allowed to interfere with the cars or the skates during the test," &c. 


Woolwich.—The M.B.C. has decided to pay one-third 
of the cost of widening Mill Lane for tramway purposes, but has 
informed the L.C.C. that the estimate of £7,600 for the work is 
considered high. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


French Cable Cut.—A Central News telegram states 


that it bas transpired that tre French company’s cable was wilfully 
cut recently at a point two miles south of Coney Island. There iv 
no clue to the perpetrators of the outrage. The company have 
offered a reward of £100 for their detection. 


Glasgow Telephones.—To celebrate the completion of 
the British Insulated Wire Company's contract for the installation 
of the Glasgow Corporation telephone department's underground 
work, the company's resident superintsndent, Mr. A. C. Devey, has 
been presented with a handsome silver cigarette case by the chief 
members of the telephone department. On the same occasion, Mr. 
J. C. Jones, assistant superintendent, on behalf of the company's local 
ttaff aud workmen, presented Mr. Devey with a pair of statuettes 
and a silver cruet as a souvenir of the cordial relations exist- 
ing between them. Тае work just completed comprises 100 
miles of underground 3-ір. cast-iron pipes, and about 150 miles of 
oable equivalent to approximately 30,000 miles of single wire; this 
ів the second largest underground telephone system in the world, the 
Post Office system in London taking the first place. Glasgow can, 
however, claim to have installed the largest tel- phone cable ever 
made; this cable being too large to go into the 3-in. pipes, is 
accommodated in a 6-in. pipe. 


Telephones in Italy.—A project of law has been deposited 
in the Italian Chamber by a number of deputies for the extension of 
telephonic communication between various Italian towns. The Bi'l 
comprises two sections or projects, each of which it is proposed to 
carry out in two successive periods of four years, at a total 
outlay of 5,800,009 lire. Facilities ate to be given to private 
enterprise to carry out certain portions of the proposed works 
to be afterwards taken off by the Goyernment. 


Mexico.—The Federal Government has purchased the 
telegraph system of the State of Jalisco. 


The P.O. Telephones.—The Secretary to the Treasury 
announces, says the Tines, that about 1,650 telephones are now 
working in connec'ion with the new Central Exchange in Queen 
Victoria Street, which was opened for service on February 24th. 
In the Fleet Street and Strand districts the main cables for 
subscribers’ lines were laid and completed some time ago; but, in 
order to avoid unnecessarily opening the footways in the busiest 
thoroughfares, arrangements have had to be made to transfer the 
telegraph wires in the existing pipes under the pavement to other 
routes во as to make these pipes available for the distribution of 
telephone wires. This work is of a difficult and complicated nature, 
but it is hoped that it will be completed along Fleet Street and the 
Strand in the course of three weeks ora mouth. As soon as this 
has been done the task of connecting the premises of subscribers in 
the Strand district with the main lines of telephone wires will 
proceed very rapidly. 


Telegraphic Interruptions and Repairs :— 


CABLES. INTERRUPTED, REPAIRED, 
Tiatakia-Cyprns .. - "T st .. June 20, 1199. - 
Puerto Plata-Martinique oe ee ее ee May 30, 1902 eo ee 
Trinidad- Demerara No. 1 ee ee ec es Aug. 27. 1901 ee ee 
Bt. I. ueia- Martinique ee ee ee ee өе Мау q, 1902 ee ee 
Bt. Lucia-St. Vincent oe ee ee ee в Мау 1, 1903 ee ee 
Bt. Lucia-Grenada 34 s čs ee .. May 7, 1802 as РР 
Dominica-Martinique . аа os os .. May 5, 1902 e os 
Guadeloupe- Martinique oe ee .. May 5, 1802 .. . 
Djedda-Souakim d si ee ils „ June 18, 1902 
LANDLINES! : 


Route ría Hanekin on Persian territory .. .. Feb. 24,1900  .. es 
Communication with Tientsin and Taku ria 


Helampo ee ee eo ee ee June 18, 1900 ee ee 
San Domingo landlines ee ee .. June 11, 1902 ee 
Jask-Karechi ^ Ее : T .. June 18, 1902 ,, vá 
Ouora-Karachi .. T a ae .. June 18, 1902 .. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—A company has been formed at 
Madrid, under the title of Sociedad Anónima Espanole de Tele- 
grafia y Telefonia sin hilos (Spanish Wireless Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Company, Limited), by the Commandant Cervera, with the 
object of constructing wireless telegraph and telephone instruments 
of the Cervera system in Spain. Consejo D. Antonio López Munoz 
is the president of the new company. 

A Halifax telegram to a Leeds paper says that the work of 
erecting the Marconi wireless telegraph station at Tablehead, Cape 
Breton, has now been completed, and the apparatus installed ready 
for the proposed trans-Atlantic experiments. The signal towers are 
215 ft. high. 

Some experiments with wireless telegraphy are about to be 
carried out by the Spanish telegraph authorities between Cape Nao 
(province of Alicante) and Cape Pelado, on the Island of Iriza in 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

According to the Daily Mail, wireless telegraphy is to Ъз used 
on Italian railways as a means of preventing accidents. 


Fatality.—A master plumber, when standing at the top 
of a ladder about 9 ft. from the ground, putting up a gas pipe in the 
Mannotield tramcar depot at Aberdeen, brought bis hand into con- 
tact with a “live” wire, receiving so severe a shock that he fell 
to the ground; he was so injured about the head that he died in 
the Royal Intirmary. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. heit "mE for testing and verifying electricity meters about to be 


OPEN. 
Austria,—September Ist. 


Bootle.—June 20th. The School Board wants tenders 
for the installation of electric light in the Bedford Road Board 
School, Bootle. Specification, &c., from Mr. F. K. Wilson, clerk. 


Bournemouth. —June 23rd. Station and car derót 
lighting and wiring motors, also testing instruments and accessories 
for the Corporation tramways. See “ Official Notices " June 13th. 


Bristol, —June 20th. Pumps, water softener, filters and 
pipework for the electricity department. бее“ Official Notices " 
June 6th. 


Bury.—June 24th. Construction of permanent way for 
tramways. Particulars from Mr. A. W. Bradley, borough: engineer 
and surveyor. 


Chili.—The Chilian Government proposes to construct a 
cable connecting Punta-Arenag. and Puerto-Montt. Particulars 
concerning the proposed undertaking can be had by those interested 
from the Chilian legations in the various capitals. 


Epsom.—July 18th. Semi-marine dry-back boiler, con- 
densers, pumps, cooling pond, piping, one 150-zw, steam dynamo, 
switchgear, &c, for electricity works extensions, See“ Official 
Notices” to-day. 


Gillingham, — Water-tube boilers, piping, condenser, 
cooling tower, high-speed engines. and 250-K w. three-phase alter- 
nators, switchboard, cabler, arc Jamps, crane and well, for the 
U.D.C. See“ Official Notices ” to-day. 


Hungary, — September 1st. The authorities of 
Kolozsvár, in Hun » Want to introduce electricity for lighting 
and power purposes. Bee “ Official Notices " May 9th. 


Ipswich.—July 5th. Engines and dynamos, storage 

ttery, overhead Һара travelling crane, feeders, mains, &., 
permanent way construction, and arc lamps. Bee “Official Notices” 
June 6th. 


Launceston (TASMANIA).— September 15th. The Cor. 
poration wants tenders for polyphase generating, transmitting, 
g and distributing apparatus, reconstructing existing 
plant, enclosed arc lamps, &c. 


Little Woolton.—June 20th. Laying and jointing of 
cables, supply and fixing of junction boxes and lam connections, 
and supply of lamp fittings, See“ Official Notices " June 6th. 


London, S. W.—Jj uly 31st. The War Office wants ten- 
ders fora self-propelled lorry (oil). See. Official Notices April 
25th. 


Manchester, — J uly Ist. The Electricity Committee 
invites tenders for stores, including incandescent lamps, &с. 


Nuneaton and Chilvers Coton, —J une 30th. Cables, 
Joint boxes and compounds; alto arc and incandescent lamps, 
columns, switches, &c., for the U.D.C. See « Official Noticeg " 
to-day. 


Queensland,—July 28th. Tenders will be received at 
the office of the Depaty Postmaster-General, Brisbane, till July 


- 6; (2) 
Five miles 52 pair cable to specification No. 6; (3) Two miles 39 
pair cable to specification No. 6; (4) Two miles 26 pair cable to 
Specification No. 6; (5) One mile 13 pair cable to specification No. 
6; (6) Two miles 96 conductor to Specification No. 7 ; (7) Five 


Adelaide, Perth and Hobart. 


Romford.—June 30th. The U.D.C. wanta offers for 
the construction and maintenance of electricity supply works. Bee 
“ Official Notices ” J une 13th. | 


Servia.—July 1st. Tenders are being invited until J uly 
Ist by the Société d'Electricité de Leskovatz (Servia) for the supply 
and erection of two 200 -H. P. turbines, two three-pbase alternating 
dynamos of similar capacity, and the necessary accessories for the 
transmission of the power generated to Leskovatz, a distance of 
10} miles. Tenders are to be sent to Le Conseil d'Administration 
de la Société d'Electricité, Leskovatz, Servia, whence particulars 
may be obtained. 


Spain.—June 30th. Tenders are being invited until the 
by the 


30th inst. Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and 
Commerce, for the supply of the necessary apparatus required at 


See 


g y | 
Hyde, Mossley, and Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board, 
Bee “ Official 


The Gas and Electricity Com- 
mittee invite tenders for stores, inoludi Jg brass and meter fittings. 


Sunderland.—At the meeting of the T.C. on the lith 
inst., it was resolved to purchase an electric locomotive at an esti- 
mated cost of £460. 


Sunderland,—J uly 10th. Permanent way, overhead 
equipment and cables for the Corporation tramways department, 
Official Notices” June 13th. 
Sydney.—J uly 23га, Complete system of high and low 
pressure cables, and of arc lamps for street lighting, for the 
unicipal Council. See Official Notices June 13th. 
Valparaiso.—September 1st, Construction and equip- 
ment of electric tramways. Further particulars from the Chilian 


Consulate. 
Wellington (Salop).—June 25th. The U.D.C. invites 


applications for а lease of its electric lighting powere. Bee 


„Official Notices ” J une 6th. 


West Ham.—50 double-deck electric cars with equip- 
ments, for the Council. See “ Official Notices” June 6th, 


— 


OLOS DD. 


Barrow-in-Farness,— The tender of Messrs. Veritys, 
Limited, for arc lamps and posts for Vickerstown for the Corporation 
has been accepted. 


Bedford.—The T.C. has acvepted the tender of Messrs. 
Green & Sons for the supply of two €conomisers at the electric 
light works at £850. 


Burton.—The T.C. has accepted the. tender of the 
B.T.H. Compan y for three 100-x w. high-speed tramway generators 
and switchboard for the sum of £4,099. hre 


Dartford.—The U.C. has accepted the following tenders 


for extensions to the electric lighting plant :—Measrs. Reavell and 


ste 
exhaust piping and extensions to the switchboard, £2,248 10s. М 
Messrs. J. Carter & Son, Atlas Works, Stalybridge, for a Lancashire 
boiler with feed pump, and cxtensions to economiser and feed pipes, 
£860 8s. 


Hackney.—A number of tenders for boilers and water- 
softening plant have been before the Electricity Committee, and 
that of Messrs, Babcock & Wilcox, amounting to £8,030, is recom- 
mended to the Council for acceptance, 


London.—The London County Council received the 
following tenders for the supply of a battery for the Horniman 
useum :— | 


Pritchetts & Gold (accepted) T $5 ds .. £68 
Chloride Electrica] Storage Syndicate.. 2 42 ais 78 
Electrical Power Storage Company ., se - - 76 
Drake & Gorham tite ` Р 83 


WoorwicmH.—The В.С. has accepted the tender of Messrs. T. 
Harding Churton & Co., for a 70-в.н.р. enclosed motor for driving 
machinery in connection with the refuse destructor, 


bonds are of the well-known * Crown" and “Chicago” types. 
This order, taken in conjunction with an order placed by the 
Manchester Corporation last year for 50,000 railbonds, constitutes, 
we should think, a record for railbond orders in this country, 
Natal.—The Natal-Durban Railway has accepted the 
tender of Messrs. D. Bruce Peebles & Co. for electrica] generating 
plant for the Government railway shops to the value of £8,371. 


Sculcoates.—The Board of Guardians having decided 
bave an electric light installation in the workhousé, have 


Sheffield.—We understand that Arc Lamps, Limited, 
have just received a large order from the London and North- 
Western Railway Company for W. J. Davy arc lamps for 
lighting their Sheffield station. This is the second large station in 
Sheflield that will be lit by these lamps, 
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St, Helens. — Messrs. Veritys, Limited, have been 


awarded the tender forthe new power and feeder panels for the 
Corporation switchboard. 


Woolwich.—On 12th inst. the M.B.C. accepted the 
third of the following tenders for a 70-в.н.р. motor for driving the 
flag-making plant at the Council's Plumstead electricity station. 
The last tender on the list was the lowest, but the electrical engi- 
neer having reported on the work of both firms, recommended the 
former as more suitable. The details were :— 


8 А Ерате syare coils, ў 
No. Name of firm tendering, | Wages clauses. armature, “omitting Dalivery. Remarks, 
omitting = armature. 
coils, | 
D : £ s.d. | £ s. d i 
1 Mather & Platt, Limited, Manchester.. T .. Pay recognised wages in district 849 5 0 984 15 0 2 months Two-bearing machine 
2 Holmes € McCallum, Darwen .. - ee » % 840 0 0 2828 0 2 „ | £15 extra for three bearings 
8 T. H. Churton & Co., Leeds (acoepted) ee “> Кр э 81580 228 80 2 ” | £10 » ” 
4 W.B. Haigh & Co., Limited, Oldham . .. Notreferred to se .. 366 0 0 2840 A „, 
5 Phenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co., Bradford эў iii eis - . 550 0 0 | 42610 0 8 НА 
6 Siemens Bros. & Co., Limited, Woolwich 25 Pay recognised wages in disttict 494 1 0 885 00 Bj „ 
7  D.Bruce Peebles & Co., Edinburgh vs vs Nod reſerred to #4 РР — 48100 2 „ ' 
8 General Electric Company, London .. Я ds oe .. 588 7 6 441 00 83 „, ; 
9 Reed's Electrical Engineering Company, London.. » . . o. 541188 343 5 9 | b „ 
10 | Lancashire Dynamo and Motor Co., Manchester. s 82 - . 529 0 0 410 0 0 З Уз 
11 Paterson, Cooper & Co., Paisley.. аё 95 ee $i ze i . 4850 878 10 8 " | 
12 F. Suter & Co., Limited, London ie Н .. Rates of wages will be observed 806 4 6 27018 6 4 i | 
18 , Lahmeyer Electrical Company, London Not referred to $89 0 0 85115 0 — Form of tender no‘ filled in 
14 Mavor & Coulson, Glasgow we ee .. Standard rate of district „ 410 0 0 814 00 3 79 | 
15 Dick, Kerr & Co., Limited, London La Not referred to ө» — 21 5 0 2 5 
18 Morley Electrical Engineering Company, Morley .. Standard rate of d strict .. 42710 0 312 10 0 З 10 | 
17 Electrical] Company, Limited, London «5 s » » .. 366 5 0 234 5 0 2 vi | Ae x Liquid starter 
| М 658. : 
18 veritys, Limited, London ES i h .. 4400 => IB „ 
19 International Electrical Company, London .. .. Notreferredto  .. 34 . 492 7 0 — 5 n | 
90 [тре.:а1 Electric Supplies, Limited, London se, " КА T .. 652 12 6 50 0 0 8 T 
21 Johnson & Phillips, Chariton  .. xv "e .. Standard rate of district . 425 0 0 8138 00 23 „ Prioes donot 11 neceasar 
| | connections. 
92 ‘Crompton & Co., Limited, London s^. os — — .. 91 0 0 — v. „ Wages clauses entirely deleted 
99 Witting Bros., London Ys «s .. Standard rate of district .. 631 10 0 46312 0 4 e | 
94 = = British Westinghouse Company, Lozdon ve .. Notreferred to ee oe — ' 99710 0 4 m | 
95 Rosling & Fynn, Bradford.. x M "S A . 593 0 0 4610 0 2 vi 
96 British Thomson-Houston Company, Rugby we " aa (s E — 260 8 6 13 „ 
27 = Newton Electrical Works, Taunton .. an » ate p .. 853 6 0 — — 
98 Geipel & Lange, London vs 5 z ju . 541 7 6 68551777 6 | — 
29 International Electrical Engineering Co., London.. Standard rate of district .. 84810 0 810 00 2 „, £15 extra for three bearings. 
80 R. Woods & Co., London .. 3 EN " i . 44719 0 | 81618 0 8 „ | 
81 Royce, Limited, Manchester ie is a jt » . BH 5 0 — E ME | 
82  Bergtheil & Young, London Es .. | 877 9 6 — 2 ii 
RS Lister Electrical юла Co., Dursley . Not referred to . 475 00 ; 355 0 0 | 8 „ | 
31 H.V. Kramer & Co, London. ran .. Rftandard rate of district .. 83 00 2800 B „, | £16 108. extra for 8 bearings. 
85 P. R. Jackson & Co.. Manchester m T .. Not referred to FS . | 652 0 0 48910 0 8 " 
88 J. P. Hall & Со. Oldham .. - ái .. 46810 0 | 8410 0 4 üs 
87 Electric Construction Compary, Wolverhampton .. Tu» » " 6. 791 10 0 — 8 3, | 
83 British Schuckert Electric Сашаны Loudon .. Standard rate of district .. 40150 32315 0 8 „ 
89 Gre 'enwood & Batley, Leeda А ee we Not referred to ee ee ee 847 2 6 | 280 14 6 3 » 
40 ' C. R. Heap, London či is v es - ЯА + .. 53812 0 436 20 23 „ : 
41  Cuttiog Bros., Derby s 1 5 E js © is н „„ 104 8 0 | 19718 0 1 


The Council also accepted the tender of Mr. Oscar Scholzig for10,000 
pairs of arc carbons, for which 24 firms tendered as follows :— 


NOTES. 


Next Week's Issue of tlie Electrical Revlew."—May 
we again draw the attention of allour friends to the fact that the 
ErnECTRICAL Review for Coronation week will be published next 
Wednesday morning instead of Friday. The latest time for 

receiving matter for the editorial pages is 5 p.m. on Monday. New 
copy and alterations toexisting displayed advertisements must be in 
possession of the advertisement manager by Saturday morning, the 


| i 
Total with Total wit: | 


" 


— —— — = а а ree — ——— —— — —— rm 2 —Eü⁴üòr¹r ee ee ———— нан ә mm me — — n — — — — — — — 


21st. Official Notices ard small pre-paid advertisements can le 
received up to Tuesday morning, tho 21th. 


Price for 
Price per the whole А 
No. Name of firm. Wages clauses. 1,000pairs, amount, viz., Delivery. Make. Remarks, 
10,000 pairs. ` | 
! 
& з. а. £ в. а. | | 
1 Geipel & Lange, London .. Not referred to воо 60 00 6 weeks . Not stated Commence delivery at once. 
$ Imperial Electric Supplies, Limited, London .. Conform with same тоо 70 0 9 months 
8 Johnson & Phillips, Charlton. ee ee . Carbons made in 517 6 68 15 0 2 50 Conradty's Will not be responsible for 
France | breakages. | 
4 R. Woods & Co., London T ex ee us " 6 8 0 6110 0 3 „ ' Henrion Опо month delivery, if 
necessary. 
5 Brush Electrical Engineering Co., London .. Conform with same 4 17 1l 48 19 2 1 Вгивһ 
6 | Veritys, Limited, London T oe oe T 6i 418 0 49 0 0 Gweeks . 
7 У, Dasnieres T T ae T T .. Майе in France .., 515 0 57 10 0 Few months Not stated 
' AS required : 
8 Improved Electric Glow Lamp Co., London .. Conform with same 19 5 6 19315 6 Not stated i 7 
9 The British Thomson-Houston Co., Limited - 5 5 0 652 10 0 B weeks — Less 24 per cent. for cash in 
London | & month. 
10 Crompton & Co.. Limited, London. 24 .. Made in Bavaria 418 9 46 17 6 4s required 
11 Sloan Electrical Company, London.. bs .. Conform with same 5 4 0 52 0 0 1 week ; 
12 General Electric Company, London T » а 1156 0 4710 0 From stock | 
18 Krupka & Jacoby. London . i 510 0 55 0 Q 2 months .. 
14 Interustionsi Electrical Engineering Соя Lid. | ü 6 46 2 5 0 8 „ 
; ' (16 0 Oa 160 0 0) 
16 G. Bfaulik, London. as .. Conform with same 5 9 8 5112 6 8 „, Ж hours given. 
17 English Electric Carbon Company, Brymbo be " 5 6 0 56 0 0 1 ü 
18 Cryselco, Limited, Bedford. x ^ 10 1 9 10017 6 6 weeks 
19 International Electric Company, London. vs ў 4 19 0 49 10 0 2 , ex | 
20 Oscar Scholzig, London (accepted) .. T .. Made abroad 48 9 41 7 6 In one lot, 4 ; 
| | to 5 weeks 
21 | Atkinson & Bchmahl, Newcastle-on-Tyne.. .. Ccnform with same 6 1 6 60 15 0 1 month 
@2 Oliver & Co., Woolwich.. .. .. .. ee Й 18 p : А о 0; l e — Alternative tender. 
28 De Grell, Houdret & Co., London .. -" x is 411 6 45 15 0 8 days 
94 Witting Bros., London .. vs "m e эз 418 6 4615 0 


Walsall.— The T.C. has accepted the tender of Messrs. 
Babcock & Wilcox, Limited, for a water-tube boiler, &c., for the 
electric Jight works, at £1,080, and that of the Electrical Power 
ph Company, Limited, for a battery of accumulators, at 

1,117. 


Cauvery Falls Power Scheme,—A Madras paper says 
that the new electrical power distribution works on the Kolar Gold 
Field were to start operating on June lst. 


8 „ ys | 


— ——— — ꝑ— —— — — 


Appointments Vacant.—A number of men are wanted 
for the Gravesend electricity station; an assistant engineer for 
Watford ; and ап improver for Barrow-in-Furness ; a shift engineer 
is required at Hull at £78; five assistant superintendents in the 
Indian Telegraph Department (for slightly altered conditions see 
* Official Notices to-day). 


Coventry Electric Lighting.—The City Council on 
Tuesday decided to dispose of the No. 1 plant at the electric light 
works which has become too small and useless; its place is to be 
taken by more up-to-date plant. 


(Continued on page 1027.) 
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THE NEW ELECTRICITY WORKS 
OF THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF 
SHOREDITCH. 


engine house and boiler house are capable of extension as 


may be necessary. The plan and elevation show the 
general arrangement of the works. 


BUILDINGS. 
The generating station occupies a site of about 19,800 
super. ft. in area at the corner of Whiston Street and 
Bath Place, Haggerston, with frontages to the Regent's 


WHEN the existing electric power station of the Shoreditch 
Borough Council was opened by Lord Kelvin, in June, 1897, 
it contained three generators, each of 165 Kw., and three 


Cross-SECTIONAL ELEVATION OF GENERATING STATION. 


with an output of 70 Kw. each, and it was supposed that 
this plant would be quite sufficient to supply the electrical 
requirements of Shoreditch for many years to come, From 
the moment, however, that the service was inaugurated, the 
demand has steadily increased, and though for some time 
past the original generators have been supplemented by 
others of the largest size that could be got into the remain- 
ing space in the origioal engine room, it recently became 
necessary for the Council to seriously consider the 
advisability of erecting a new power station, on a larger 
scale than the former one. 

A suitable site having been found on the banks of the 
Regent's Canal, the Borough Council instructed their con- 
sulting electrical engineers, Messrs. Kincaid, Waller and 
Manville, to prepare a comprehensive scheme for the 


Canal and the Haggerston basin, enabling coal to be 
delivered by barge and providing a supply of condensing 
water. 

The main buildings consist of a boiler house 68 ft. by 
62 ft., with pump room adjoining, and engine house 
78 ft. 6 in. by 59 ft. 6 in., with basement, into which the 
condensing water and other pipes are taken. А subway, 
leading from this basement to a chamber under the pave- 
ment in Whiston Street, is provided for the feeder cables 
leaving the station. 

A transformer room containing the continuous current 
transformers for supplying the network in the neighbourhood 
of the generating station, together with workshop and stores, 
adjoins the engine room. 


The switchboard gallery extends the whole length of the 
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GENERAL PLAN OF GENERATING STATIOR. 


erection of a new power station which should provide forall 
the possible future needs of the district. The scheme proposed 
by them was adopted by the Council, and the works, of 
which the following is a description, have been completed 
under the supervision of Messrs. Kincaid, Waller & Manville, 
and Mr. ©, Newton Russell, the borough electrical engineer. 
The design of the new power station, as will be seen by 
the description, is on a large scale, although only 2 units of 
generating plant have at present been installed; but the 


engine house, at a height of 11 ft. above the floor level. 
Chambers are provided below the gallery for the reception 
of the shunt-regulating and other resistances, and for the 
accommodation of the cables proceeding to the machines and 
circuits, A room for the engineer-in-charge, at the same level, 
leads direct on to the gallery. 

A handsomeroom, with ante-room having separate approach, 
is provided for the members of the committee, and accommo- 
dation for a resident mechanical engineer has been provided 


SSS SSS 
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in а small house at the corner of the site. There are also 
separate rooms for the men employed in the engine house and 
boiler house respectively, each having the necessary lavatory 


LONGITUDINAL SECTION OF BOILER HOUSE. 


accommodation. The buildings are faced externally with 
picked Fletton bricks, relieved with red Leicestershire bricks. 
The engine house is faced internally with Fletton bricks, 
having a glazed brick dado and strings running round the 
walls, with glazed brick arches to the openings. The floor 
is laid with vitreous mosaic. The chimney shaft, 180 ft. in 
height, with an internal diameter of 10 ft. at the top, is 
placed in the yard at the rear of the site and adjacent to the 
canal, The foundations of the chimney shaft and of the 
main walls of the buildings are taken down to the London 
clay, a depth of about 21 ft. 


BoILER Horse PLANT. 


The boiler house plant consists of four water-tube 
boilers of Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox’s marine type, 
with solid drawn steel tubes. Each boiler has a heating 
surface of 2,720 sq. ft., and is fitted with an economiser 
containing 350 sq. ft. of heating surface, making a total 
heating surface in the four boilers of 10,880 sq. ft., and 
in the four economisers of 1,400 sq. ft. It will be noticed 
that the floor space occupied by these boilers is very much 
less than with boilers of the * Land " type. 

Three of the boilers are hand fired, having an ordinary 
grate area of 734 sq. ft. each. The remaining boiler is fitted 
with a double 4 ft. patent chain-grate stoker, made by 
Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox. The grate area of this boiler is 
68 sq. ft., the total grate area in the four boilers being, there- 
fore, 2884 sq. ft. | 

These four boilers, combined with the economisers, pro- 
duce about 50,000 Ibs. of steam per hour, and are arranged 
along one side of the boiler house, the space on the opposite 
side of the boiler house being available for the accommoda- 
tion of additional boilers whenever they are required. 

Gangways are provided in the boiler house for access to 
the fittings in front of the boilers, and to the stop valves on 
the main steam range. er 

The products of combustion are conveyed from the boiler 
to the chimney through flues constructed of steel, pluced 
overhead. The flues are lagged outside by ‘magnesia, 
which is held in position by means of external plates. A 
chamber has been provided at the base of the chimney shaft, 
to which the main flue is connected ; it is so arranged that 
induced draught apparatus can be added subsequently. 

The boilers are supplied with coal from an overhead coal 
store, having a total capacity of. 750 tons, erected on steel 
stanchions above the stoking floor in the centre of the boiler 
house. Pockets with sloping sides are provided in the 
bottom of these bunkers to facilitate the discharge of the 
coal to the boilers. | 


GENERAL VIEW OF GENERATING PLANT. 


The contractors for the buildings are Messrs. Johnson and 
Sons, of Leicester, and for the chimney shaft Messrs. Storrs 
and Son, of Stalybridge. | 


The openings at the bottom of the pockets beneath the 
coal bunkers are provided with regulating valves, one being 
placed opposite the centre.of each boiler, which enables the 
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flow of the coal to be controlled. The coal is delivered, by 
means of these valves, into a hopper having a weighing 
apparatus, so as to 
correctly register 
the amount of coal 
delivered ёо the 
boilers. 

For the present, 
the coal for the 
boilers which have 
not been fitted with 
mechanical stokers 
will be delivered on 
the floor in front 
of the boilers, as 
the firemen require 
it. In the case of 
the boiler fitted 
with a mechanical 
stoker, the coal will 
be delivered directly 
into the hopper in 
connection with the 
stoker. 

A special feature 
about the boiler 
houseis thearrange- 
ment by which the 
coal is lifted from 
barges on the canal 
alongside the gene- 
rating station, conveyed to the bunkers and afterwards to 
the boilers. 

The coal is lifted from barges by means of a hinged grab 
or shovel of } ton capacity, which is suspended from a boom 
of parabolic form, extending over the canal. This apparatus 
is situated at the top of a tower constructed of steelwork, 
placed near the edge of the canal at the end of the boiler house. 


VIEW ОЕ EXTERIOR OF WORKS. 


an inward movement. takes place, at the end of which the 
coal is dumped into a hopper and delivered, through aregn- 
lating duplex valve, 
into an automatic 


5. | wagon ; as soon 38 
| this is filled, it is 
| released, and runs 

over the top of the 
| bunkers, | 


controller. 

The peculiar 
feature of the anto- 
matic are con- 
sists in the mq 
of energy by 
loaded car in des- 
cending an inclined 
track, the energy 
being utilised to 
return the empty car to the place whence it started, after the 
load has been discharged. Ву the time the loaded car has 
reached the end of its journey it has raised a counter-weight a 
certain height by means of a cable, which the car picks up while 
running down the track. The weight rises only a limited 
distance, but when the car has dumped its load of coal, 
which weighs from 20 to 25 cwt., the weight falls, and in 


Bascock & WiLcox "MARINE" Type WaTEB-TUBE BOILERS. 


The parabolic form of the boom enables the load to be 
lifted vertically until it reaches its extreme elevation, when 


so doing pushes the car a certain distance back up the track, 
the momentum thus gained being sufficient to carry the car 


———— — 
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does not accompany it. The car runs with 
great rapidity, making the trip of 100 ft., 
dumping its load, and returning, in about 
30 seconds. 

The coal-handling apparatus was sup- 
plied by Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, and is 
of the Hunt Company’s special design. 

The whole of the steel work, comprising 
the coal storage bunkers, elevator tower and 
roof for boiler house, together with the 
overhead flues, has been supplied by Messrs. 
Peirson & Co., of St. Dunstan’s Hill, Е.С. 

The feed pumps are three in number, 
two of them being capable of delivering 
2,500 gallons per hour to the boilers, and 
the third 5,000 gallons per hour. They 
are of Messrs. G. and J. Weir & Со.» 
make, and deliver to the boilers through 
the feed mains, which are in duplicate, 
each main being provided with a separate 
filter and water meter. The suction pipes 
to the feed pumps are also in duplicate, 
one pipe being connected to the overhead 
feed storage tank, and the other to the hot 
well. 

The feed-water storage tank is constructed 
of cast-iron plates, and is capable of hold- 
ing 12,000 gallons of water. This tank 
is divided into two sections, to enable 
either section to be cleaned without inter- 
fering with the continuity of the supply of 
water to the pumps. . 

The hot well consists of a galvanised 
iron tank having a capacity of 1,500 
gallons. A special feature in connection 
with the hot well is that it is placed upon a 
weighbridge, so as to provide a ready means 
of measuring the water discharged from 
the air pump when carrying out tests on 
the plant. 


E 


WESTINGHOUSE 800-kw. GENERATORS. 


over the remaining space. Only one man is needed to The main steam pipe is arranged in the form of a ring 
operate the railway, who starts the car when it is filled, but placed in the boiler house ; the main pipe is 10 in. in bore, 
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and is constructed of mild steel, with the flanges shrunk on 
and rivetted. Jointing is avoided as much as possible, and 
with this in view the branch connections are made by means 


HIGH PRESSURE SwITCHBOARDS. 


of flanged outlets of mild steel, rivetted on to the main 
pipes. The ring is divided up into sections by means of 
stop valves, so as to limit the effect of any failure to the 
particular section of the ring affected. All the valves are of 
the straight-through pattern, with cast-steel bodies. 

The whole of the steam and feed piping, feed pumps, 
storage tank, &c., have 
been supplied by Messrs. 
Aiton & Co. 


ENGINE HOUSE PLANT. 


The engine house plant 
consists of two vertical 
low-speed “ Corliss ” com- 
pound steam engines, each 
direct coupled to a con- 
tinuous-current generator 
of 800 Kw. capacity. Each 
engine is provided with 
its own condensing plant, 
consisting of а surface 
condenser, with air and 
circulating pumps driven 
direct from the main engine. 

The engines are designed 
to run at a speed of 90 
revolutions per minute, and 
are capable of developing 
from 1,300 to 1,400 r.H.P. 
The diameter of the high- 
pressure cylinder is 244 in., 
and that of the low-pressure 
cylinder 58 in., with a 
stroke of 42 in. 

The crankshaft, gene- 
rator bearings, connecting 
rod and slides are provided 
with forced lubrication, 
oil pumps being provided 
for this purpose, worked from the crankshaft. The 
main standards are suitably enclosed to prevent oil 
splashing about, large doors and movable casings being pro- 
vided to give access to the working parts. | 


Both high and low-pressure cylinders are provided with 
automatic Corliss trip gear, controlled by the governor, 
which is of the “ Whitehead " isochronous type. In addi- 
tion to the ordinary govern- 
ing, an emergency governor 
of the inertia type is 
provided. 

The fly-wheel, weighing 
about 32 tons, is of the 
built-up tvpe, with steel 
tension arms, Steel rings 
are shrunk on the hub as 
an additional safeguard. 

Ladders and staging are 
provided for access to the 
valve gear and other work- 
ing parts. 

The condensers each 
have a cooling surface of 
2,700 sq. ft. The exhaust 
steam from each engine 
passes through ап oil 
separator on its way to the 
condenser. 

The air and circulating 
pumps are driven by means 
of levers from the high 
pressure cross-head. The 
air pumps are of the 
Edwards single-acting буре, 
the circulating water pumps 
being of the double-acting 
typ 

The circulating water is 
taken from the basin in 
connection with Ње 
Regent's Canal, and is 
returned through pipes down Bath Place into the main 
canal. | 

An alternative exhaust to atmosphere with automatic 
release is provided. 

The engines were manufactured by the Wallsend Slipway 
and Engineering Company, who also supplied the generatora, 


Low-PRESSURE SWITCHBOARD 


together with the exhaust and water pipes in connection with 
the engines and condensers. 

The generators are of the multi-polar type, made by the 
Westinghouse Company. The rated load of each of the 


a MR rR SEE SP ST PSE ET RE EP TOE е лла 


Vol. 50. No. 1,282, Juxm 20, 1902.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


1027 


machines is 730 amperes at 1,100 volts. 'The machines, 
however, are designed to carry an overload of 50 per cent. 
&bove this rating for two hours if necessary. 

The armature and commutator are built upon a ventilating 
cast-iron sleeve, forced on the engine shaft under pressure. 
The field castings are divided in a vertical plane, and are 
mounted on cast-iron base plates. The armature is of the 
slotted drum type, having a multiple winding so arranged 
that the circuits wil not become unbalanced by a slight 
displacement of the armature from the centre of the fields. 

The brushes are adjustable by means of а hand-wheel and 
worm gear, and the arms carrying the brushes are supported 
at the end next to the field casting, so as to leave the 
commutator free from obstruction. The brushes are of carbon. 

The arrangements for ventilation are very perfect in this 
type of machine ; open ducts are provided for this purpose 
throughout the armature to the spider core and windings, 
the design of the spider being such as to set up a forced 
current of air through these ventilating spaces. 

As previously mentioned, the switchboard is placed on a 
gallery which runs the whole length of the engine room, the 
high pressure portion being placed at one end and the low 
pressure at the other. 

The high-pressure board is divided into the following 
sections :— 

1. Dynamo board, comprising *positive and negative 
dynamo panels for each generator, with paralleling panel in 
the centre. 

2. Trunk feeder board, comprising positive and negative 
panels for two high-pressure feeders. | 


9. Transformer board, comprising panels for four trans- . 


formers. | 

4. Arc circuit board, with provision for three arc circuits, 

The low-pressure board consists of positive and negative 

feeder panels for six low-pressure feeders, This switchboard 
will be used in connection with the continuous current trans- 
formers for supplying the network in the neighbourhood of 
the station, and is arranged on the plug system, whereby any 
transformer can be plugged on to any low-pressure feeder. 
! Both high and low-pressure switchboards have been sup- 
plied by Messrs. Cowans, of Manchester, the high-pressure 
board being of their special design, in which the high- 
pressure switches are mounted on horizontal slates, and the 
whole supported on an iron frame placed against the face of 
the wall, without the necessity of leaving a space behind for 
access to the working parta. 

All the main high pressure switches are provided with 
reverse current cut-outs of the Andrews type, and the 
switches cun also be opened by means of a hand trip gear. 
These switches break through about 1 in. of water. 

The instruments are of Messrs. Evershed & Vignoles's 

make, with the exception of the voltmeters, which are of the 
Ayrton & Mather multi-cellular type. The recording instru- 
ments are by Messrs. Elliott Bros. 
A special feature in connection with the design of the 
switchboard is the chamber that is provided below the 
gallery, to contain the various resistances and the high 
pressure omnibus bars. The spindles for working the 
regulating resistances are brought up through the floor of 
the gallery, and are operated from a convenient height, 
cast-iron pillars and hand-wheels being provided. A light 
gangway is provided in the chamber below the board for 
convenient inspection of the various regulating switches and 
resistances. 

The high pressure omnibus bars, which are carried in the 
chamber below the gallery, as previously mentioned, are 
supported on oil insulators. 

In addition to supplying the switchboards for the 
Whiston Street generating station, Messrs. Cowans have 
supplied the trunk feeder panels at the receiving end of the 
trunk feeders at the old station in Coronet Street, and have 
supplied the additional switchgear for the two sub-stations 
at Reeves Place and Evelyn Street respectively. 

It will be seen from the foregoing description that there 
are some essentially novel features in this, the latest under- 
taking of the Shoreditch Borough Council. 

The marine type of Babcock & Wilcox boiler has, we believe, 
never before been utilised for service on land, and is expected 
to give the most efficient results, whilst the comparatively 
вша ground space occupied by these boilers in comparison 


with their steaming capacity makes them eminently suitable 
for a large electric generating station. 

The automatic railway for handling and trimming the 
coal in the overhead bunkers is also a novel feature in this 
country. 

It will be noticed that the system of supply adopted for 
the new generating station is similar to that adopted by 
the Council in their first generating station. High pressure 
continuous current is generated at the power station au 
about 1,100 volts, and delivered to sub-stations located in 
various portions of the area, where the current is trans- 
formed down to the pressure required for the service to con- 
sumers’ premises through continuous current motor trans- 
formers, consisting of machines with one field and a double- 
wound armature. The distribution from the sub-station 
through the streets to consumers’ premises is on the two-wire 
system. 

The opening of the new works will considerably relieve 
the pressure that the old station at Coronet Street has becn 
working under for the past two years. Although the 
district in the immediate vicinity of the new generating 
station will eventually require a large plant of electricity on 
its own account, the new plant will, for the present, be 
principally employed in transmitting energy to the gouthein 
part of the borough, from which the major portion of the 
demand is arising. | 

It is well known that the price charged for electricity in 
Shoreditch is among tbe lowest in the kingdom; and to 
this fact, no doubt, is due the large number of new 
applications for supply, which are continually being 
received, 


NOTES. 


(Continued from page 1021.) 


Opening of New Electricity Works at Shoreditch.— 
The new power station of the Metropolitan Borough of Shoreditch, 
which is described elsewhere in this issue, was formally inaugurated 
on Monday last by Councillor H. B. Bird, chairman of the Lighting 
Committee; the Mayor, Councillor Edward Gates, presided, and a 
large number of members of the Council and their guests assisted at 
the ceremony. ў 

In the evening a dinner was given by the engineers and con- 
tractors at the Great Eastern Hotel; Mr. Bird took the chair, and 
was supported by the Mayors of Shoreditch and Bath, the Provost 
of Partick, members of the Borough Council, and representatives of 
the engineers and contractors. After the loyal toasts, Mr. Н. E. 
Kershaw proposed the '' Electricity Undertaking,” and mentioned 
that since he retired from the chair of the Lighting Committee he 
had had to criticise its doings somewhat, but the recent change of 
chairman had resulted in success. The electrical press had said 
much as to the wisdom of municipalising electricity supply; the 
Shoreditch Council settled that question long ago. But the bye- 
law which required a change of chairman every year, embodied an 
utterly ruinous system; without continuity of government 
the greatest business would be ruined. Mr. Kershaw 
spoke in high terms of the work done with the old 
station; he anticipated that, with the inauguration of the 
new one, the price and ccst of energy would both be lowered, and 
it would be shown that, after all, the old station could be run with 
refuse alone, to deal with the whole of the day load. In reply, 
Mr. Bird disclaimed credit for the new station, attributing it to the 
late chairman, Mr. Winkler. He was proud of his Committee. The 
undertaking had never been a charge upon the rates in any way; a 
gross profit of £21,083 had been made up to the end of March last, 
of which £5,365 had been applied to repayment of capital, £13,812 
to interest on capital, £2,922 to the dust destructor, while £250 had 
been devoted to the public library, and 42,000 to the reserve 
fund. The total, £24,349, exceeaed the gross profit, and the differ- 
ence appeared as a deficit in the last set of accounts. An increase 
of £5,000 in the receipts had resulted from steps taken by the 
Council to remove the deficit, which was largely due to the high 
price of coal in 1900— 1. AC 

The Mayor of Bath, toasting the Borough of Shoreditcb, praised 
its progressive spirit, and pointed out that the Senior Wrangler this 
year was a Shoreditch scholar. The Mayor, in his reply, praised the 
Shoreditch Board of Guardians and the officials. Alderman Sawell 
also replied, paying a high tribute of praise to the work of Dr. Mans- 
field Robinson, the town clerk. 

Mr. Manville, in reply to the toast of the engineers and con- 
tractors proposed by Councillor Styman, vice-chairman, spoke of 
the excellence of the work done by the contractors, and explained 
that the boilers were not only of British make, but were designed 
by Mr. Rosenthal in this country. Both these and the engines 


electrical industry will derive advantage, and, in 
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would, he believed, prove to be most efficient. In his opinion, after 
expenses were paid, the benefit of reduced cost of production 
should be given to the consumer. The price in Shoreditch was 
already the lowest in London, on the average barely exceeding 3d. 
per unit. Messrs. Laing, for the Wallsend Slipway and Engineer- 
ing Co., and Rosenthal, for Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, also replied, 
Mr. Rosenthal pointing out that thanks to the skilful management of 
Mr. Newton Russell, the borough electrical engineer, the boilers at 
the old station had never cost a penny for repairs. 

Mr. Manville then toasted the guests, and the proceedings closed 
with the toast of the chairman. 

During the evening Alderman Sawell took occasion to state 
emphatically that for the first 18 months of working not an ounce" 
of coal was used in the old station; coal only became песев:агу 
when the demand exceeded the possibilities of supply from refuse 
alone. | 

The absurd statement appears in the Daily News, in reference to 
this undertaking, that “ ете had been a gross profit of £21,803, 
which had been distributed amongst several institutions of the 
borough, including the public libraries!" Unfortunately for the 
ratepayers, the distribution was, as stated by Mr. Bird, over £19,070 
being required to meet the capital cherges alone. 


Electrical -Competition in South Africa.— The con- 
clusion of the war in South Africa having led to the belief in some 
quarters that a rush will take place in order to secure electrical 
contracts which will doubtless be thrown open to 
competition, it may be interesting to reproduce the 
opinions entertained by the representatives of two 
of the Jarge Berlin companies as to the prospects 
of the German industry participating in the work. 
These are as follow :— 

The principal of one of the leading firms states 
that plenty of men and an abundance of capital will 
flow towards South Africa,and the mining industry 
will receive a strong impetus. As a result, the 


addition to England and America, the German trade 
will also profit by it. Of course, keen competition 
iu this connection is to be apprehended in general, 
aud also between the German firms themselves. It 
is not possible for an agreement to be arrived at by 
German firms in regard to prices, as tbe inlividual 
companies produce the most varied kinds of manu- 
factures, and even differences are exhibited in the 
same classes of goods. 

On the other band, the manager of the export 
department of one of the principal companies 
remarks that the English wil presumably refrain 
from placiog manufacturing orders in Germany. 
The German industry, however, is urgently in need 
of new orders, and the electrical branch especially 
is prepared and in a position to produce on а large 
scale. But not asingle order bas been received, whilst 
recently America has been given commissions for 
electrical manufactures to the extent of from 
£500,000 to £600,000. The large South African 
mines are equipped according to the most 
modern manner, and the resumption of working operations renders 
necessary the placing of fresh orders, especially for boring 
machinery, pumping plant, locomotives, hauling engines, and во 
forth. The leading engineers are, however, Englishmen or Ame- 
ricans, and their specifications expressly contain the words, 
“ Germany excluded," but England and America are at present in 
a position to meet the requirements of the South African market. 
Germany will only receive orders when England and America are 
full up and can accept no more. 


The Henley-Callender Negotiations Broken Off.— 
The following is a copy of a circular issued from the offices of 
W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Company, Limited :— 


" 27, Martin's Lane, Cannon Street, 
“ London, E.C., June 14th, 1902. 

“ Dear Bir (or Madam),—We regret to say that certain differences 
have arisen between this company and Messrs. Callender's Cable 
and Construction Company, Limited, as to the terme of the pro- 
posed amalgamation, which, in the view of both boards render it 
impracticable, at апу rate for the present ; and the negotiations have 
therefore by mutual consent, been treated as at an end.—Yours 
faithfully, 

" A, E. BALMON, Secretary." 


The Institution Deputation to Mr. Gerald Balfour, 
—On Wednesday a deputation, including Lord Kelvin as a past- 
5 Mr. James Swinburne, as president of the Institution of 

lectrical Engineers, and many other leading electrical men, 
waited upon the Rt. Hon. G. Balfour at the Board of Trade offices 
in regard to the subject of legislation and electrical industry. Lord 
Kelvin formally introduced the deputation, and Mr. Swinburne and 
Colonel Crompton acted as chief spokesmen. We shall deal with 
the matter at length in our next issue. 


The G. E. C. Fire. — In the House of Commons last 
Friday, Mr. Tennant asked the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether he had yet ascertained the grounds upon 
which the General Electric Company had not registered their 
premises in Queen Victoria Street as a workshop, and whether he 
could stato what action he proposed to take in the matter. Mr. 
Ritchie, in reply, said that the company did not register the premises 


as a workshop because they considered that they were a warehouse 
only, and not a workshop. There was one process carried on in 
part of the premises, viz, the putting together of the parts of an 
electric lamp holder, but Mr. Ritchie was advised that that could 
not be regarded asa manufacturing process constituting the premises 
a workshop. In any case, this question did not affect the duties of 
the company as regards means of escape from fire, and therefore he 
did not propose to take any steps in the matter. The matter had 
been carefuily considered by the Home Office, and they had oome to 
the conclusion that it was not a manufacturing process. 

The inquest was to be resumed yesterday (Thursday) at the 
Guildhall. 


The M.E.A. Convention.—We gave some particulars 
a few weeks ago of the papers down for reading at the convention 
of the M.E.A., which opens on Wednesday, July 2nd, under the 
presidency of Mr. J. H. Rider, at the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, Storey's Gate, S.W. Tae full official programme of 
papers and visits has now been placed in circulation, and copies 
may be obtained on application to the secretary, Mr. C. McArthur 


. Butler, St. James’s Hall, Piccadilly, W. 


Electric Lighting at Pretoria.— The accompany- 
ing photograph shows the engine room at the lighting station, 
Artillery Barracks, Pretoria, ran by the men of the Electrica; 
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ELECTRIC LIGHTING AT PRETORIA. 


Engineers R.E. Volunteers. We are indebted therefor to Co. Sergt.- 
Major William Holmes. 


The I.E.E, at Cape Town.—4An ordinary meeting of 
the local section of the Institution of Electrical Engineers was Jately 
held at the South African College, under the presidency of Mr. 
Brackenbury Bayly, chairman of the committee. The papers under 
discussion were those by Messrs. Aspinall, Trotter, and Major- 
General Webber, on “Electric Shocks.” Dr. Claude Wright and 
Dr. Marius Wilson took part in the discussion. 


London County Council.—The Council decided on 
Tuesday to lend £13,925 to the Bermondsey Borough Council for 
electric lighting works, and approval was given to plans submitted 
by the St. Pancras Borough Council for the erection of two sub- 
stations. 

Appointment of Distribution Engineer.—The Highways Committee 
stated that the tramway manager had represented to them the 
necessity for additional assistance being provided to supervise the 
laying of the stoneware ducts for the tramway cables and the mand- 
facture and laying of the cables. It was desirable that the person 
appointed should have had experience in the actual construction and 
laying of cables, the theory and practice of electric testing, the loca- 
tion and repair of faults and be accustomed to the charge and con- 
trolof men. The Committee considered that the assistance should 
be furnished, and on their recommendation the Council authorised 
the issue of advertisements inviting applications for the position at 
a salary of £350 per annum. 

The Opening of Streets —Some months ago the Council decided 


: to ask the local authorities whether they would ое prepared to 


support the Council in making a representation to the Government 
as to the necessity for legislation to confer on the central authority, 
powers to make bye-laws or regulations as to the manner in which 
companies should open tbe streets, and also to compel the companies 
to move their pipes and wires into subways. The Highways Com- 
mittee, in reporting on the question, remarked that from the 
replies received, the majority of the local authorities were willing 
that the Council should have the power of making bye- laws, but 
with very few exceptions, they expressed the opinion that the en- 
forcement of compliance with the bye-laws should be in the hands 
of the local authorities, The City Corporation, in a Bill intro- 
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duced this session, sought for further powers to regulate the break- 
ing up of streets within its jurisdiction, but the Bill was thrown 
out owing to the opposition of the gas and water companies, which 
contended that legislation of that kind should not be by a private, 
but by а public Bill, and should be applicable to the whcle of 
London, if at all. In the cpinion of the Committee, it was 
imperatively necessary that the question should be dealt with as 
soon as possible, and the Council decided to ask the City Corpora- 
tion to join with it in an application to the Government to promote 
legislation in the direction indicated, in the next session. 


The Electrolytic Preparation of Persulphates.— 


The Zeits. f. Elektrochemie, of April 24th, contains details of 


laboratory experiments upon the electrolytic preparation of per- 
sulphates, carried out by Miiller and Friedberger in the Electro- 
Chemical Laboratory of the Technical Hochschule at Dresden. 
Elbs had shown in an earlier publication, that persulpbates could 
be produced without difficulty, by the electrolysis of acid solutions 
of sulphates, with the acid of a diaphragm. Tre authors of the 
present paper desired to find whether equally favourable results 
could not be obtained in neutral eolutions in the absence of a 
diaphragm. The form of apparatus used for carrying out the series 
of experiments was based upon that first devised by Oettel, and 
permitted the course of the electrolysis to be watched by collection 
and measurement ої the gases evolved at the anode and cathode of 
the experimental cell. Platinum was used as electrode material, 
and the contents of the cell were kept cool by a current of water. 
Potassium and ammonium sulphate solutions with and without the 
addition of sulphuric acid and potassium chromate, were used as 
electrolytes in the various experiments. The results showed that a 
current efficiency of 35 per cent. could be obtained in the formation 
of potarsium persulphate, using an acid electrolyte, but no 
diaphragm. The (ficiency when working with the correspond ing 
ammonium talt, rote to £0 per cent, when chrcmate was added to 
the electrolyte, and the free ammonic formed during the electrolysis 
at tke cathcde, was converted irto the tulphate by continual 
additions of tulphuric acid. These efliciencies are equal to thore 
obtained when diaphragms are employed—while the E.M F. 
required to work the cell is reduced from 8 to 59 volts. The 
authors do not state that the electrolytic piccesses for manufacture 
of persulphates are in actual operation, but according to information 
in our porsession, tke Electrolytic Chlorate Works at Mansboe, 
Chedde, and St. Michel are already producirg both perchlorates and 
persulphates on an industrial scale. 


Manufacture of Metallic Carbides.—A methcd of 


preparing the carbides cf tle alkaline esith metals (bsrium, 
atr ntium, end calcium) bas been patented by Limb, cf Lyons, 
which consists in beatirg the tulphide or tuly bate of tke metal 
whote carbide is required together with cerbon and seme metal 
which easily combines with sulphur in the electric furnece. It 
has been proposed before to heat mixtures of alkaline earth tul- 
phides or sulpbates with carbon in an arc furrace; but rot only 
does such a prcgrees demand a current of very Ligh voltage, it also 
takes place somewhat slowly and by no means quantitatively. The 
feature of the present invention, accordingly, 1s the acdition of a 
metal to the previcus mixture, which metal combines with the 
sulphur and assists the decomposition. Tin cr lead пау be em- 
ployed in order to gain the advantage of their ready fusibility, 
which makes the charge a better conductor of heat; or iron, or its 
oxides, may be similarly adopted. For instance, 100 parts of 
barium sulphate are rcasted with 34 of ccke, when barium sulphide 
mixed with an excess of carbon results. The product is powdered, 
incorporated with 36 parts of iron filings, and ignited in an electric 
furnace. Using the oxide of iron, the proportions are 100 parts of 
barium sulphate, 43 of coke, and 35 of ferric oxide. The residue is 
treated with water, preferably hot, when 10 parts by weight of 
acetylene are liberated and can be employcd fcr any desired 
purpose, while 100 to 120 parts of barium hydroxide (caustic barvta) 
pass into solution, and can ke crystallised out. Forty paris of 
manganete oxide may be substituted for tke iron. Either direct or 
alternating currents are permitsible in the furrace; the former 
tends to set sulphur free. 


Marriage.—Mr. Percy Р. Gutteridge, youngest scn of 
E. №. R. Gutteridge, of Edmonton and Brighton, who is on th. 
staff of J. G. White & Co., Limited, of London and Bilston, and 
late of the Sir Hiram Maxim Electrical Engineering Company, was 
married on June 15th, at Bilston, to Ellen Amelia Rudkin, eldest 
daughter of C. Н. Rudkin, of Enfield Wath. 


The Electric Furnace.—The Electrochem. Zeitschrift 
of May contains an interesting mathematical article by M. Gustave 
Gin, relating tothe electric furnace. Assuming the correctness of 
certain physical constants at the high temperatures of the arc and 
resistance furnaces, M. Gin shows that the temperature and efficiency 
of the furnace in the neighbourhood of the electrodes can be calcu- 
lated with approximate accuracy. When arc heating is employed, 
the correctness of the ordinary constants for resistance and specific 
heat of the gaseous envelope surrounding tke arc, is, however, 
highly doubtful, and M. Gin’s formula is likely to yield incorrect 
results. He, nevertheless, claims to have proved that the tempera- 
ture of the arc will increase as the square of the current density, 
whether the medium separating the electrodes be in the gaseous or 
fluid condition. The problem as regards resistance furnaces, though 
simpler than that relating to arc furnacer, is still a somewhat com- 
plicated one, and M. Gin gives a series of formule for calculating 
the temperature and efficiency of these. The results obtained 
indicate that the efficiency of the electric furnace as a heating agent 
diminiehes with diminishing temperature, and that, conversely, it 


increases with increase in the amount of heat absorbed by the 
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hysical and chemical changes in the substances operated on. This 
latest contribution by M. Gin to the theory of electric heating 
should be read in conjunction with an earlier one contributed to the 
Academie des Sciences in 1898, and reprinted in Comptes Rendus, 
126, p. 236. 
Late Letter. —As we go to press a letter has come to 
hand from Lieut.-Col. Crompton regarding our last week's note on 


A Scandal which Everybody Admits.” This will appear in our 
next issue. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


On Wednesday, the 10th inst, Mr. H. 8. Пооравв, the station 
superintendent of tbe Bournemouth and Poole Electricity 
Supply Company, Limited, on the occasion of his marriage with 
Miss Mary Charlotte, daughter of Mr. and Mre. Н. Pardey, of 
“ Wilverley," Parkstone, жаз the recipient of a handsome set of 
carvers from the engineering staff and a very handsome marble 
clock from the employés, as a token of their esteem and best wishes 
for his future happiness ánd prosperity. - 

Mr. А. C. CBAMB, of West Hampstead, has been appointed chief 
assistant at Croydon. 

The staff of St. Annes-on-Sea electricity works presented to Mr. 
Tiddeman, on his departure for Stoke, an cak and silver tray. 

Мт. Е. E. PUTLAND, who has for the past seven years been chief 
engineer and manager of the Aberystwith Electric Supply Com- 
pany, is leaving to rejoin the technical staff of Mr. G. Croydon 
Marks, and will bave charge of important work in Manchester. 

At the monthly meeticg of the Town Council at Falkirk, N.B., 
on Monday, the appointment of Mr. Joan MoMILLAN, of Edinburgh, 
as senior assistant superintendent of mains at the Edinburgh 
Corporation electric lighting department, to the position of 

23ident electrical engineer at Falkirk, was confirmed. 

At the meeting of the Sunderland Town Council on the 11th inst. 
the Ele.tricity and Lighting Committee recommended that the 
resolution of the Council of December 14th, 1898, as to the appoint- 
ment of Mr. J. Е. C. SNELL, as borough electrical and tramways 
engineer, be varied or rescinded so that his engagement should be 
for five years from the date of the meeting at a salary of £1,C00 per 
annum. Aldcrman Bruce, in moving the adoption of the report, 
raid Mr. Snell had had numerous invitations from various auth ri- 
tics and companies to act as their profesional adviser, and the most 
recent offer was from a London firm of civil engineers who had 
charge of several tramway undertakings, who asked Mr. Snell to 
take charge of the work of their conversion from horse power to elec- 


trical, and there was an offer of partnersbip. Under these circum- 


stances the Committee felt that they would rather increase Mr. 
Srcll's salary than lose his services at an early date. Ні present 
salary was £8(0, so that they proposed to increase it by £200; the 
tramways would pay £400, and the electricity undertaking £600. 
The engagement would be for five years. The report was carried 
witbout а dissentient. The Tramways Committee corcurred with 
the proposal. 

Мг. G. A. BExyon, senior switchboard attendant at the Bolton 
Corporation electricity worke, tas been appointed to the position 
of shift engineer to the Halifax Corporation electricity works. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Christian & Phipps, Limited (73,843). — This company was 
was registered on May z7/th, with a capital of 45, 00 in £1 shares (8,500 
preference, J, (CO founders, and 5,000 ordinary), to acquire the business carried 
on at 24. High Street, Hampton Wick, as Christian & Phipps,” to adopt an 
agreement with A. Christian Gibbons, and to carry on the business of electricians 
mechanical engineers, manufacturers of all kinds of electrical apparatus ап 
spplianccs, general enginecrs, founders, smiths, machinists, car апа carriage 
makers, prcducers and supplicrs of electricity for the purposes of light, heat 
or power, wire and cable manufacturers, &c. The first subscribers (each with 
one share) are:—A. C. Gibbons, 24, High Street, Hampstead; G. W. Green, 
civil engineer, 12, Mortlake Road, Kent; Н. Myram, electrical: engineer, 
Belmont, Fairfax Rond, Humpton Wick; W. Н. Estall, accountant, Derwent 
Villa, Kingston Road, Teddington; R. Pcole, mechanical engineer, 12, Tudor 
Road, Norbitcn; A. Patey, solicitor, 42, Finsbury Square, E. C.; and Е. р, 
Poole, dentist material manufacturer, (9, Poland Street, W.C. No initial 
public iseue. Ihe first directors are J. 8. Gibbons, J. P., A. C. Gibbons, M.A., 
A. I. E. E., R. Poole, A. M. I. NM. E, G. W. Степ, A M.LC.E., and А, C. Pool; 
qualification, £250; remuneration as fixed by the company. 


Thornton and Atkinson, Ltd. оа company was 
registered on June 9ih, with a capital of £3,000 in £1 shares, to acquire the 
business of engineers, carried оп by Н. Thornton and A. К. Thornton, at 
Providence Foundry, Cleckheaton, Yorks, as Н. and A. R. Thornton, and the 
business carried on by J. N. Atkinson апа E. C. Harris at Borcugh Mille, Brad- 
ford, as the Bradford Elcctrical Company, and to carry on the same. "The first 
subscribers (each with one share) are:—H. Thornton, engineer, Eddercliffe 
House, Cleckheaton; J. N. Atkinson, engineer, 87, St. Andrews Villas, Brad- 
ford; W. Beanland, chartered accountant, 2, Darley Street, Bradford; A. Е. 
Mossey, solicitor, 1, Cheapside, Bradford ; E. C. Harris, clectrical engineer, 10¢, 
Wareley Road, Bradford; R. Thornton, retired engineer, Edderclitle House, 
Cleckheaton; and A. E. Rhodes, architect, Denchill, Liversedge. No initial 
publie issue. The number of directors is not to be le:s than three nor more 
than five: the flrst are H. Thornton, А. R. Thornton and J. N. Atkinson; 
qualification, £300. Registered oftice, Providence Foundry, Cleckheaton. 


Kilmalcolm Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (5,124).—This com- 
pany was registered in Edinburgh on June 12th, with a capital of £10,000 
m £1 shares, to carry on in Kilmalcolm or elsewhere the business of electrical 
engineers, electricians, engineers and contractors, suppliers of electricity, 
manufacturers of electrical apparatus, mechanical and chemical engineers, &e. 
The first subscribers are :— R. Barr, Kilmalcolm, bonded warehouse proprietor, 
360 shares; W. A. Sloan, Larkfield, Kilmalcolm, manufacturer, 100 shares ; 
A. Wallace, Heatheryknow, hilmalcolm, merchant, 200 thares; J. Parker, 
Ciovelly, Rilmaleolm, physician, 200 shares, T. Barr, Abington, Kilmalcolm, 
coal master, 100 thares; J. Fullarten, Thornwood, Kilmalcolm, timber 
merchant, 100 shares; and G. Macdonald, 116, Hope Street, Glasgow, C. A., 
60 shares. The number of directors is not to be less than four nor more than 
10; the first are R. Barr, T. Н. Barr, J. Fullarton, Dr. J. Parker, W. F. 
Salmon, W. A. Sloan and W. B. Stirrat; qualification, £100; remuneration as 
fixed by the company. Registered office, 116, Hope Street, Glasgow. 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Accumulator Syndicate, Limited (52,514).— This company’s 
annual return was filed on May 5th, when the entire capital of £30,C00 in 
£0,010 +bares of £1 erch had been taken up. £l[ershrre has been called up 
оп 5,000 shares, resulting in the receipt of EF, (CO. 25,0C0 shares are considercd 
as fully paid. Mortgages and charges: £375. 


Lyndhurst Electric Lighting and Traction Company, 
Limited (07,53). — This company’s annval return was filed on March $2nd, when 
1,750 shares were taken up ard р for in full out of a nominal capital of 
£6,000 in £1 shares. Mortgages and charges: nil. 


Hove Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. (36,942).—This compary’s 
annual return was filed on March 26th, when 12,745 shares were taken up out 
of a nominal capital of £100,000 in 20,000 shares of £5 each. 45 per eshare has 
been called up ор 12,000, and £3 per share on 745, resulting in the receipt of 
. £62,282 (leaving £8 in arrears), in addition to 4326 paid in advance of calls. 
Mortgages and charges, £25,000. 


Norwich Electricity Co., Ltd. (30,694).—This company's 
annual return was filed on April 29th. when 8,750 shares were taken up out of 
а nominal capita] of ICO. OC in 10,СС0 shares of £10 each. 487.500 bas been 
received. Mortgages and charges, £38,400. Note.- On May 14th the company 
resolved That the Bill now pending in Parliament, intituled ‘A Bill to 
autborire the transfer of the undertaking of the Noiwich Electricity Co., Ltd., 
to the Corporation of Norwich ard for otkcr purposes,’ be and tke каше is 
hereby approved.“ Resolution ccnfirmed May 30th. 


Northwich Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (46,958).— This com- 
pany's annual return was filed on May 17th, when 3,0CO shares were taken up 
out of a cominal capital of £25,CC0 in 6,000 shares of £5 each, £15,000 has been 
paid. Mortgages and charges, 45, OO. 549 shares have been allotted since date 
of above return, 


CITY NOTES. 


Electrical Power Distribution Company. 


Tux following is a copy of the directors’ report, submitted to tbe 
fifth ordinary general meeting, held at Hamilton House, Victoria 
Embankment, E.C., on Monday last, 16th inet. :— 


“The directors beg to tubmit their report and statement of 
accounts for the year ended March 31st, 1902. 

“ Profit and Loss Account.--The profite, including £10,329 98. 4d. 
brought forward from last year, amount to £31,839 10s. 6d, and 
after deducting the proportion of general expenses chargeable to 
revenue, and the expenses incurred in connecticn with schemes not 
proceeded with and written off, and a sum of £1,189 1s. 10d. added 
to the reserve in respect of new schemes in course of development, 
there remains a net profit of £26,694 14s. 9d., which the directors 
propose should be applied as follows :— 


General reserve fund Y M s uds .. £15,000 0 0 
Payment of incc me-tax ee ee ee oe ГЕЗ oe 781 18 11 


Reduction of furniture account a m ws ; 65 6 4 
Dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. рег annum on prefer- 
ence shares accrucd to March 31st, 1902, from the 
dates on which calls and instalments were paid 1,050 8 1 
Dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum onordinary 
shares for 12 months or from the dates on which calls 
and instalments were paid. ee oe ys 6,711 8 5 
Carried forward to next account 8,145 19 0 
£26,094 14 9 


“ Capital Account.—In accordance with the intention ez pressed in 
the last report, the directors issued 15,000 preference shares of £10 
each in November last. Tbe subrcription of tbis issue was 
guaranteed at par as to one moiety, by the British Electric Traction 
Company, Limited, and as to the other moiety, by the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Company, Limited, under agreements dated 
April 13th, 1899. The expenses of the issue were borne by those 
companies, and they became entitled to receive the premium of £1 
per share at which the shares were issued. 

“ The subscribed share capital is now :— 

£150,C00 in preference shares of £10 each. 


149,£C0 in ordinary shares of £10 each. 
200 in deferred shares of £1 each. 


The holders of the deferred shares have, by sgreement dated | 


October £0th, 19C0, given the company the option, exercis- 
able at eny time within ten years from January 1:t, 1£00, to 
extinguish the special rights attaching to such shares on the 
basis of the payment of £10,C00 in cash. 


£300,090 


“Contracts and Undertakings.—The total amount expended on 
electric power Acts and on new echemes in course of development, 
including a proportion of general expenses, but after writing off 
expenses incurred in respect of schemes not proceeded with, and 
deducting amount reserved, is £19,239 4в. 7d. 

* Investments.—The total expenditure under this head is £58,940 
5s. 6d. 

“ Proposed Absorption of the Company by the British Electric Traction 
Company, Limited.—A large proportion of the shares in the com- 
pany is held by the British Electric Traction Company, ard several 
directors of the company are also directors of the B.E.T. Company. 
Moreover, there is an identity of interests between the twocompanies 
in other respects in which unity of administration will be of advantage. 
Your directors have therefore come to the conclusion that in all the 
circumstances it is desirable that the company should be mergcd in 
the British Electric Traction Company, and they recommend the 
shareholders to accept a conditional offer which bas been made by 
the British Electric Traction Company to issue its shares in exchange 
for shares in the company with & view to the liquidation of the 
company. The offer is that the shareholders in the company should 
receive a fully paid ordinary or preference share in the British 


Electric Traction Company in exchange for each fully paid ordinary 
or preference thare held by them. With regard to the deferred 
shares, the B.E.T. Company bave egreed with the holders of these 
shares, in the event of the B. E. T. Company acquiring the majority 
of the ordinary and preference shares in the company, to purchase 
the deferred shares within 12 months from June 3rd, 1902, at the 
price of £10,000, payable at the option of the B.E.T. Company 
either in cash or in B.E.T. ordinary shares at the market price of 
the day the option is exercised. Messrs. E. Garcke, J. В. Raworth, 
R. Percy Sellon, and W. L. Madgen, directors of the company, hold 
the majority of these deferred shares. The right of the holders of 
the ordinary shares to receive {Те dividend now proposed to be 
paid will rot be affected in avy way, and the ordinary shares in the 
B.E.T. Company to be issued tothem will rank for dividend as from 
April let last. The dividend accrued on the preference shares to 
date will pass to the purchasers, but the 6 per cent. cumulative pre- 
ference shares of the B.E.T. Company will rank for dividend from 
February 15th last. The director who retires this year is Mr. 
R. Percy Sellon, who is eligible for re-election. Messrs. Wright and 
Wake, the auditors, also retire and offer themselves for re-election.” 


— 


Mr. GARCKE, who presided at the meeting on Monday, in moving 
the adoption of the report, said he trusted that they might take 
the fact that fo few shareholders had thought it necessary to attend 
tke meeting that the majority of t iem took the report and accounts 
as tatisfactory. In view of the fact that the report contained a 
very important proposition which the directors had received from 
the B.E.T. Company to tke effect that the shareholders would be 
invited to exchange their sbares in the E.P.D. Company for B.E.T. 
shares, and in view also of the fact that the B.E.T. Company held 
their meeting that morning, and approved the suggestion which the 
board of that company made that such an offer should be submitted 
to thia company, it seemed opportune that he should at once proceed 
to refer to the matter, and he would take this opportunity of 
explaining somewhat fully what were the reasons for the proposed 
merging of the E.P.D. Company into the B.E.T. Company. At the 
outset he would explain as clearly as he could the manner in which 
the E.P.D. Ccmpany was formed. About fcur years ago Mr. 
Raworth, Mr. Sellon, Mr. Madgen and bimself came to the con- 
clusion that there was a very wide ecope for work in developing 
electrical power for various purposes in this country. At that time 
reither the B.E.T. Company nor the Brush Electrical Engineering 
Company —both of which companies bad since taken keen interest 
in the E. P. D. Company—felt that the particular work of develop- 
ment was within their province, and it was, therefore, decided that 
it was necessary to form a separate company forthe purpose of 
carrying out that very important work. Neither of those companies 
took any part whatever in the inauguration of the E.P.D. Company. 
The initial risks and responsibilities were taken by the directors 
just named. The only consideration they decided to receive for the 
responsibilities, and fcr several years’ work that ensued, was in the 
form of 200 deferred shares for which they paid casb, and which 
were entitled to certain rights after a dividend of very ample 
dimensions bad been paid upon the ordinary shares. They were to 
remain in that position because they felt confidence in the work 
that they were entering upon, and they felt satisfied to rely upon 
the results of that work for their remuneration. Sometime after- 
ward, however, it became necestary to appeal to the public for 
further capital, and it was then pointed out to them that the 
existence of deferred shares or fourders' sbares was a bar to the 
raising of additional capital that the company needed for carrying 
on its work; and to meet that objection the four holders of founders’ 
ehares agreed with the company that it should have at any time 
within the next 10 years from that date the right to extinguish the 
special rights attaching to those shares in consideration of £10,000 in 
cash. Again they were perfectly willing to wait their time, and to 
postpone the date for receiving any quid pro quo for the 
services which hed been rendered. "he company was to 
be at liberty to exercise that option whenever it chose 


during the long period of 10 years, and if during tkat time the 


company had not been a success it must be assumed that the com- 
pany would not have exercised its option to extinguish that special 
right by the payment mentioned. If, on the other hand, the com- 
pany became a very large success, they felt that thesum they agreed 
to accept was within reason and a sum they could fairly take with- 
out any reproach to themselves. That was the pcsition when the 
B.E.T. Company and the Brush Electrical Engineering Company 
found the company and decided to take a large interest in its further 
development, which they did for these reasons :—Firetly, the Brush 
Company as a manufacturing concern desirous of obtaining orders 
for its plant and manufactures, made an agreement with the E.P.D. 
Company, by which it received preferential consideration in the 
placing of orders for plant. The B.E.T. Company, cn the other 
hand, became alive to the fact that the future course of electrical 
work would be in the direction of combining electric lighting with 
electric traction echemes. The policy of establishing large central 
power generating stations for the distribution of current for large 
areas had not until then been fully realised. Electricity had grown 
from small things and developed into the very big industry it had 
become, and they had not always been as wise as they presumed to 
beto-day. At onetime it was thought that electric lighting would 
be confined to small and populous areas, but things were very dif- 
ferent now. ‘The directors felt the big power Bills entitling the 
owners to distribute electricity over those largo areas to sparsely 
populated districts as well as to the densely populous towns would 
become very valuable property, and in that way it transpired that 
many of the schemes which this company was developing could be 
better worked in conjunction with the traction; schemes which the 
В.Е.Т. Company was promoting in the same districts. There was 
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another element, which was perhaps more of a personal character, 
which had brought those companies into very close contact and 
established a very strong idertity of interest, and it was that fact 
that pra-tica'ly the same men were doing the work in the various 
departments. What they felt now was that it would mean a very 
great economy of time on the part of the various direct rs and 
Officers concerned in those undertakings if instead of workirg the 
undertakings eeparately they could work them unitedly and for the 
benefit of one group of shareholders. He did not discourage 
emulation between different companies, or despise the beneficial 
effects resulting from competition, but when that emulation was 
done by the same persons in different categories it ceased to ba 
beneficial and was not convenient. It wasall very well when those 
companies could be carried on by separate individuals, but in this 
particular case it was rather embarrassing to himself as managing 
director of the B.E.T. Company and as chairman of the E.P.D. 
Company to distinguish fairly between representative interests of 
the shareholders in the two companies. They had, therefore, all 
come to the conclusion that the right and prudent policy for the 
two companies to pursue was to merge their interests and to com- 
bine their forces, and to carry on tbat important work in the inte- 
rest of one body of shareholders instead of two. That brought him 
to the terms that bad been suggested for tbis proposed amalgama- 
tion or merging of interests. It was very curious to observe the 
different manner in which a question of this kind was regarded by 
interested parties. Some shareholders in the B.E.T. Company 
thought that too much was being paid to the sbareholders in the 
E P.D. Co. On the other hand, he had received two letters from share- 
holders in the E.P.D. Co. who protcs'ed, though not very strongly, 
that the consideration which the E.P.D. shareholders were offered 
by the B.E.T. Company was not good enough. It was necessary, 
therefore, that he should say а few words in order to show that the 
terms proposed were fair to all parties. He could not say more 
than that. The attempt was not made to make them unduly favour- 
able to the E. P. D. Company; they occupied a dual position, and 
had had to be very careful indeed that the terms were stch that 
they could conscientiously recommend to both parties of shareholders 
as fair and impartial. Their shares cost them £11 each, bcth orgi- 
nary and preference, and they were asked to exchange an ordinary 
share, for which they had paid £11, for a B.E.T. Company ordirary 
share which stood in the market at £14, and a preference share, for 
which they had paid £11, for a B. E. T. preference standing in the 
market at about 121. The prima facie view of those terms rathee 
supported the view of the B.E.T. shareholders, which thought 
E.P.D. shareholders were receiving too much, but if he had to 
address the B.E.T. shareholder4, he thought he could adduce many 
reasons why the bargain should be carried out, notwithstanding the 
prima facie view. His duty, however, was to address the E.P.D. 
Company, and to satisfy its shareholders that what they were doing 
was in their interests, and not, as one gentleman had written, 
venturing to say that the directors had looked after themselves but 
not the shareholders. The right view to take about the matter was 
surely this: the B. E. T. Company had been established now seven 
years; it had dore, he thought, a good work, and a work that the 
shareholders in that company were thoroughly satisfied with, but 
notwithstanding the good divided it was paying, such was the 
difficulty on the part of the general public to appreciate the enor- 
mous potentialities of sound electrical concerns, that the shares 
stood only at about £14 for the ordinary. He proposed to the 
shareholders of the E P.D. that after four years of similar work 
they should put ttemselves into the pcsition that the B.E.T. 
occupied to-day. That was a fair way of putting it, but he might 
put the position even more strongly than that. The offer which 
the B. E. T. Company would make to each shareholder in the E.P.D. 
left it open for the offer to be accepted or declined, the sbareholder 
might do as he liked—he might accept the exchange of shares, or re- 
main in a still smaller minority than he was at present. If it were not 
for the fact that the В.Е T. Co. and the Brush Company together 
held a very large proportion of the capital of the E.P.D.—speaking 
roughly, close upon 14,000 ordinary shares out of about 15,000, and 
about half the preference shares—it would probably have been very 
much more difficult to have convinced the D. E. T. Co. that the arrange- 
ment wasa fair and equitable one. It was entirely optional on the 
part of the shareholders whether they accepted the offer or not, bat 
if he could divest himself of the personal interest that he had in 
the transaction he would be dispos d to use pressure to induce the 
shareholders to make the arrangement. I: view, hcwever, of the 
fact that he and some of his colleagues were persoaaliy interested 
to the extent disclosed in the report in the arrangement going 
through, it was impossible for him to do ot^erwire than put the 
facts fairly апа fully, a.d leave it entirely to their discretion as to 
what they must do. It was not necessary to defend his colleagues 
and hims:lf against the suggestion that this was a deal which was 
suggested by their(the directors’, interests. They could only say 
solemuly and conscientiou-ly that they did that work because they 
liked it and they had the fullest confidence in the results of it, and 
if the arrangement were по made, they would be perfectly content 
to remain with the rights to which they were entitled, and which 
were given to them freely at a time when the results of the work 
done were not anticipated. As to the position of the company, he 
thought he could put befora them a satisfactory statement not only 
of the position ot tLe company, but also of its future prospects. 
The company possessed two Power Bils or Acts of Parlia.nent, ore 
for the very impor an“ industrial manufacturing area of the county 
of Durham, including the whole south side of the Tyne. It was 
not possible probably to tind а more promising area for the distribu- 
tion of electrici y for power purposes, aud it was in that area that 
the B.E.T. Co. were carrying out several very important electrical 
tramway and light railway undertakings The E.P.D. owued 
another Power Bill for the very important area of North London— 


the North Metropolitan Power Scheme which district they believed 
to be capable of very considerable extensions, both with regard to 
industrial and residential purposes. It was in that district again 
that the B. E. T. Co. were promoting and carrying out а very 
important eiectric tramway enterprise, and they had no doubt but 
that the greater travelling facilities which would Ыз afforded by 
that scheme would enormously expand the iadustrial character of 
that district, with the result that a very large demand for electricity 
might be anticipated. Those Power Acts, he might mention, were 
regarded by Parliament in perpetuity subject to certain conditions. 
They. would serve to fill up all the various interstices in those larze 
areas which could not be supplied with electricity from small local 
generating stations, and if any of them looked back upon the pro- 
gress of the electrical industry during the last 20 years, what 
might they look forward to when they had a Power Bill 
for two important areas, such as he had described, when they held 
them in perpetuity ? The company als» possessed 17 electric light- 
ing orders and three tramway and light railway orders, and three 
other provisional orders which had received the sanction of the 
B. of T., and were now awaiting Parliamentary confirmation. That 
was what they had done during the past few years in the matter of 
electrical promotion, but they had also done a large amount cf 
practical work. They had probably heard and seen criticisms 
which went to show that they were merely company promoters, and 
obtained those powers with the object of selling them and putting 
money into their pockets, but they could, in the course of their 
lives, point to very important constructional engineering works tha“ 
had been carried out. In the short time that they had been at 
work they had erected no less than eight electric power stations in 
different parts of the country ; they were small ones, but they were 
working, and satisfactorily. They had small capital, but, notwith- 
standing their smallness, he was glad to say that they were all self- 
supporting, and promised to become remunerative at a very early 
date, and he must say that they were very much indebted to Mr. 
Madgen, the managing director, who had been able to demonstrate, 
by special methods, that he had been able to bring to bear upon that 
business that small electric light stations established with a view of 
being made local distributing centres in the big Power Bills, could 
be made remunerative at a comparatively early period. It was the 
theory of many electrical men that they could only generate and 
distribute electricity in very large quantities at а remunerative 
rate, but the work that this company had done, and was still doing, 
would demonstrate in the engineering work they had carried out 
that, with economy and sound and careful methods of administra- 
tion, even those small stations, which were more in the nature of 
sub-s'ations to be subsequently covered by big power stations, 
could be made remunerative. The company had also carried outa 
tramway scheme at Weston-super-Mare in conjunction with the 
electric lighting, and one or two others were in course of construc- 
tion; so, from what he had stated, it would be seen that this com- 

pany was doing very mu^h the same work that the B.E.T. Com- 
pany was doing, and it became a little embarrassing to work for 
separate sets of shareholdera in all those various matters. Turning 
to the accounts, how were the profits earned? It had been said 
that they were not yet in a position to earn profite from the run- 
ning of electric lighting stations, and therefore these profits must 
have been made to some extent, perhaps largely, out of what might 
be called promotion or construction profits. He said at once that 
that was the correct answer. This company and the B.E.T. Com- 
pany found it necessary to do the work which was absolutely neces- 
sary in all those various departments. They not only promoted 
Parliamentary and other powers, but they subsequently undertook 
the work of construction, and when that was completed they carried 
on the operation or the running of the undertakings, and if all of 
those various functions were separated and in the hands of different 
parties, each cet of men would make a profit out of that work; the 
promoter of Parliamentary powers could not work entirely for the 

future or for the benefit of the engineers who subsequently con- 
structed ; neither could tha engineer who constructed be satisfied 
to hand over the whole of his hard work without any remuneration, 
for the benefit of those who would run the undertaking afterwards. 
If those various enterprises were carriad out by separate groups of 
тер, each group would make ita profit upon its portion of the work. 
When those works were carried out each party endeavoured to make 
its profit at the expense of the other party ; the promoter who con- 
fined himself to promoting Parliamentary powers would try to sell 
that Act of Parliament at the highest possible figure to te parties 
whose duty it wasto carry it ou*. The E.P.D., however, combined 
all those functions, and so if a profit could be made legitimately out 
of each department, this company was entitled to make that profit, 
otherwise they would be prejadieing one period of tne company's 
existence, and one portion of their efforts for another period of time 

in the history of the company, and another set of efforts, therefore 

they combined all those functions, and it became necessary to com- 
bine all the profits - they could not separate one from the other. 

As a matter of fict, the result of combining all those various 
farctions, and carrying them out consistently was very much more 
to the advantage of the public than the other method, because they 
would never promote an Act of Parliament unless they felt sure 
that it could be carried out with benefit to the public and with 
profit to themselves. They never put themselves iuto the position 
of promoting а Bill which they could not carry out. They promoted 
these urderiakings because they had contidence in their future 
operation, and therefore they did not load them with unreasonable 
profits; they only apportioned to the promotion efforts and period 

of time spent in promoting, such part of the ultimate profite as was 
fairly allocatable tothat portion of the work. The same remarks 
applied to the engineering work, and the net result was that those 
undertakings were lets capitalised than they would be if carried out 
by separate sections of men. After a few words in reference te 
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Sho Balance sheet, the Obairman formally moved the adopticn of the 
+. | 


This was secondad by Mf. MapOxR,and carried ünanímorsly 
after questions had becn asked by one shareholder and answered. 
Mr. R. P. Sellon was te-elected a director. 
On the motion of Mr. SYpxEY Monse, the directors’ fees for the 
past year were fixed at £750. Messrs. Wright and Wake were re- 
elected auditors, and a vote of thanks moved by Mr. Q. Orror was 
carried unanimously. 


The British Electric Traction Company, 


Тнв sixth ordinary general meeting of the sbareholders of this 
company was held on Monday at Hamilton House, Victoria 
Embankment, Sir Charles Rivers Wilson, G.C.M.G., C.B., in the 
chair. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report, said he 
was very glad to be able to point to an improvement and extension 
of business in almost every direction. The profits for the year 
were £203,269 as compared with £113,598, and they were able, 
notwithstanding the much larger capital on which they had had to 
pay interest and dividends, not merely to maintain the same 
dividend of 9 per cent. for the year, but to carry forward to the 
next account £27,438, while they brought into the year's account 
only £21,457,and that was notwithstanding that they bad made 
ample reserves. The profit and loss account included various sums 
amounting in all to over £23,000, which they had applied to writing 
down the book values of their various assets. Turning to the 
balance-sheet, it would be seen that there was a considerable 
enlargement of figures all round. The capital in shares and 
debentures was practically larger by £1,000,000 than the 
year before. The reserve fund showed an increase of 
£121,184, and stood now at the respectable figure of £459,705. The 
amount owing to sundry creditors was about £21,000 less. Turning 
to the asset side of the balance-sheet, it consisted practically of 
three items in addition to the cash, the office furniture, and the 
goodwill accounte, and those three items, which represented the 
contracts and undertakings, the investments,and sundry debtors, 
showed an aggregate increase of over £1,000,000. The amount 
standing against the contracts ard undertakings was more than 
£400,000 less than last year, while sundry debtors were close upon 
£500,000 more than Jast year. The amount standing against invest- 
ments was about £1,000,000 larger. The reason that the amcunt of 
that account was larger than Jast year was that during the past year 
they had been able to complete a large number of their pending 
arrangements with otber companies, and had been able to complete 
the sales of a number of those undertakings, and the purchase 
price in respect of the same had either been paid or was 
due to them by other companies. The expenditure on works 
ard undertakings on account of other companies was £26,725, 
as against £350,375, and the expenditure on works and under- 
takings owned or leased by the company was only £99,998, as 
compared with £235,645 in the previous year. The amount ех. 
pended on schemes in course of development and on Acts of Parlia- 
ment and other powers was £72,465, as against £54,314. "The 
increase was explained by the fact that st the end of March they 
had several very large schemes on their books which were now in 
course of maturing. The fact that the accouut for contracts and 
undertakings was so very much less this year as compared with last, 
indicated the progressive churacter of the work they were doing, 
and showed that the schemes and undertakings which they had in 
band Jast year had not become stagnant, but bad developed into 
sound marketable assets. There was one undertaking which he 
ought to refer to which had been a cause of creat disappointment to 
them—he meant that of the Pontypridd and Rhondda Valley tram- 
ways. That was a horse tramway when they acquired it, with the 
object of converting it to electric traction. They made applications 
to the Light Railway Commissioners for the necessary powers, 
but had been seriously opposed by the local body as well 
as by the railway company; and the time was fast approaching 
when the local authority would be empowered to come 
in and purchase the lines under the Tramways Act. The 
desire for the municipalisation of these undertakings was 
so keen with some people that the sacrifices to the industrial world 
and to the community generally which such a policy involved, did 
not reem to weigh with the local authorities. At Pontypridd they 
bad been working several years, and had done everything possible 
to improve the service, but apparently they had been defeated at 
every stage. However, they had not given up hopes of accom- 
plishing something even yet. The amcunt involved was not large, 

ut the point involved an important question of principle which 
wou'd bave to receive the attention of the Board of Trade. As 
showing the progressive nature of their various undertakings, he 
might tell them that the number of passergers carried had in two 
years increased from 55,000,000 to 97,000,000, and the traffic 
receipts had increased from 4315, 000 per annum to £563,000. The 
total route mileage of the undertaking in which they were interested 
amounted to 466 miles, of which 2964 miles were at present 
working by steam, horse, or electric traction, and 1684 miles were 
under construction or reconstruction for electric traction. Among 
the most important of their new schemes referred in the 
appendix of the report was that of the Metropolitan Electric 
Tramways. That was a very important enterprise, upon which 
Mr. Garcke and Mr. Devcn:hire had been quietly engaged during 
the past four or five years. It was а scheme of large proportions, 
and had called for a very considerable amount of delicate negotia- 
tions, and he was glad to say tbat all the difficulties of its initiation 
bad now been overcome, and they were on the point of carrying 
out what would be one of the largest electric tramway systems in 


the United Kingdom. When the sohome was completed there woald 
be at least 130 miles of electrical tramways, ramifying the whole 
of tbe important area north of the Thamos. There was anoth 
important enterprise, which was bécoming во large, that it would 
lorm à very important proportion of their total investmente—be 
referred to the combination of electrical tramways and light rail- 
ways in South Staffordshire, Warwickshire; and Worcestershire. 
They had been engaged upon that enterprise for the last six or seven 
years, and they had either bought up or obtained control of all the 
traction companies in the district. There was another very ini- 
portant matter he wished to touch upon, and one which he had 
spoken of at previous meetings, viz., that, in the opinion of the 
board, it was very advisable that they should have control of some 
manufacturing works, not only for the purpose of supplying their 
various associated companies with the appara'us required for 
establishing the undertakings, but they also required facilities for 
carrying out repairs and making replacements, and also for storing 
materials which were required for the daily operation of their 
various undertakings. With that object in view they had, with the 
approval of the shareholders, made a proposal to the shareholders of 
the Brush Company to exchange their shares in that company for 
shares in the British Electric Traction Company, and a large pro- 
portion cf the shareholders had accepted the offer. They had also 
assisted the Brush Company with capital, and several of the 
directors of the Traction Company were now on the board of the 
Brush Company. In the opinion of the board it was desirable that 
the policy of merging the interests of thé two companies should be 
proceeded with still further, and they proposed that another offer 
should be made of shares in the company in exchange for thares in 
the Brush Company upon equitable terms to be announced in due 
course. That naturally led him to speak of the proposed absorption 
of the Electrical Power Distribution Company. That company bad 
been mainly capitalised by the British Electric Traction Company 
and the Brush Company joiatly, and it wasin а very large measure 
carrying on business on identical lines with that carried on by 
their compaoy; although it wae originally formed quite inde- 
pendently of either the Brush or their company, for the 
purpose of doing work which did not at that time fall 
within the scope of either companies—viz, to promote and 
carry out electric lighting and power schemes in various parts of 
the country. It appeared, however, very soon after the formation 
of the company, that it was in the interests of the British Electric 
Traction Compary and of the Brush Company to support the Elec- 
trical Power Distribution Company and identify themeelves with it, 
because the company was a large buyer cf apparatus, which could be 
supplied by the Brush Company, and many of its lighting and elec- 
trical power schemes could be worked in very advantageously with the 
tramway and light railway schemes of the British Electric Traction 
Company. After very fully considering the question, they had come 


. to the conclusion that it would be much more eatisfactory, on all 


grounds, that the Electrical Power Distribution Company should be 
merged into the British Electric Traction Company and ita various 
subsidiary associated companies. With regard to the increase of 
capital proposed, some shareholders thought they were increasing the 
capital account too rapidly, but he could assure them that that was 
not the case, and that, as a matter of fact, the business was being 
increased very cautiously, notwithstanding that the strides 
they were making appeared to be rapid. Their new business 
was of a distinctly more profitable character, as figures 
relating to the profits conclusively proved. Nevertheless, 
they were much more concerned, for reasons of prudence, 
to restrict thcir operations than to increase them, for the real 
difficulty was not that of obtaining capital or business, but to obtain 
the services of competent men with a knowledge of the work to be 
done for carrying it out. That was another strong reason why they 
should consolidate their various interests and secure the services 
of men of experience ex:lusively for their business. The absorption 
of the Electrical Power Distribution Company would require about 
£200,000 in ordinary and preference shares, less 10,600 shares held 
by the British Electric Traction. He did not know how many of 
the new shares would be required for the exchange of shares pro- 
posed to be made to the shareholders of the Brush Company. They 
also proposed to distribute 20,000 shares to the present shareholders 
of the company, so that for all the various purposes additional 
share capital was required apart from any further capital that 
might have to be issued later on for the ordinary purposes of the 
business. The directors did not think there was much to be gained 
by making frequent applications to shareholdera, and they pro- 
posed now, therefore, that the capital should at once be increased 
by £1,000,000 in ordinary shares and £1,000,000 in preference 
shares, and that would give the directors power to issue £1,000,000 
in debenture stock. He had referred to the issue of 20,000 shares 
to the present shareholders, aud they proposed that for several 
reasons. First, they desired that the shareholders should have 
what was in the nature of a bonus by ttose shares being allotted at 
par. Each sb areholder would be entitled to have one new share in 
respect of each 10 shares be now be'd, and in order that the small 
shareholders should have their proportion of the bonus as well 
as the large, they were arrangicg to issue coupons for fractions of 
a share, and those could either be sold or others bought to make up 
the whole share. They had not thought it advisable to increas? the 
dividend recommended for payment on the ordinary shares this 
year; they were proposing 9 yer cent. for the year, which was the 
same a3 last year, but they had set aside to a special reserve fund 
£19,000 besides other reserves, which he thought he might fairly say 
had been done more as an act of prudence, than as an act of necessity. 
In view of the fact that the dividend һай not been increased, the 
directors thought that the shareholders should have the advantage 
of the new issue of shares. The price of the shares in the market 
at present was so low that no public iggue could be made, except as 
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$6 Lat tho directors considered world be a sncrifice of genun 
nå if tho shares һай to be issued at a sacrifice, ше ought if 
ould De done in stich a form that thd advantage should go lo thd 
Shareholders. On the last dccasioa be referred to А proposal undef 
Consideration for the establishment of & sinking fand on behalf of 
their various associated companies, and he confidently believed that 
by the time they met again the various parties affected would have 
Agreed upon the constitution of a mutual sinking fund or trust 
scheine. 
Mr. Ex GanckE seconded the report, which, after a short 
discussion, was agreed to. 
Subsequently a resolution was carried increasing the capital of 
the company from £2,000,0C0 to £4,000,000, divided into 400,000 
shares of £10 each by the creation of 200,000 new sbares of £10 


Callender's Cable and Construction Company. 


THRE report of the directors for the year ended December 31st 
shows a balance at the credit of profit and loss for the year's work- 
ing of £71,978, to which must be added the balance brought forward 
from 1900, making together £82,833. From this must be deducted 
interest on calls paid in advance, interest on debentures, dividend 
on preference shares, an appropriation of £7,134 for depreciation of 
plant, machinery and furniture, and of £3,030 carried to machinery 
renewal fund, leaving an available balance of £58,621. It is pro- 
posed to pay a dividend to the holders of ordinary shares Nos. 1 to 
30,000 at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum (clear of income-tax), 
being 103. per share, whereof 5s. was paid on November Ist, 1901, 
also a bonus of 5s. per share, and a special bonus of 58. per share, 
carrying forward to next year's account £28,621. The total pay- 
ment to the holders of the first 30,000 ordinary shares in respect of 
1901 will, therefore, for dividend and bonus, be 203. pershare. The 
directors consider that the results of the past year's operations have 
been most satisfactory. A circular sent out with the report states 
that certain differences bave arisen between the company and 
W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Company, Limited, as to the 
terms of the proposed amalgamation, which, in the opinion of both 
boards, render it impracticable, at any rate for the present, and 
the negotiations have therefore, by mutual consent, been treated as 
at an end." Ы 


Perth Electric Tramways (Western Australia) Co. 


Ат the meeting of this company held at 3, Laurence Pountney 
Hill, E.C., last weck, Mr. E. Heasman, who preaided, said that the 
total revenue earned last year was £60,268, representing average 
receipts of over £67 per mile per week. For the first 21 weeks of 
1902 the average gross earnings per mile per week were over £68. 
The working expenses showed a satisfactory ratio to the receipts, 
being a little over 60 per cent. for the period under review. This 
ratio of expenses was applicable to different sections of compara- 
tively short mileage. The present average ratio of working expenses 
for the first 21 weeks of the current year was only 52:6 percent., 
and therefore as the traffic increased it was only reasonable to sup- 
p that a greater reduction in this respect might be looked for. 

e growth of traffic necessitated additional rolling stock and motive 
power. For thia purpose, and for the construction of further 
sections, the board had spent £102,109 on capital account during the 
18 months under review. Seeing that for the first 21 weeks of the 
current vear they were earning gross receipts at the rate of £1,074 
per week, and that the average working expenses in that time 
amounted to 52:6 per week, they might reasonably hope to be in a 
position to pay the balance of the accumulated preference dividends 
within a short time, and for the future to pay the preference divi- 
dend regularly cach year. 


Prospectuses. 


Tue list was to close yesterday, Thursday, in an issue of 49,500 £1 
shares in the Peking and North China Electrical Corporation, out 
of a nominal capital of £100,000 all in £1 shares. NMesers. 
Crompton & Co., Limited, are the managers in Peking, and technical 
advisers to the board in London. The company has been furmed 
for various purposes, and particularly to take over the concessions, 
righta, and goodwill of the Siemens & Halske Aktien Gesellschaft, 
Messrs. Н. Mandl & Co, aad the Chinesische Elektricitäts Gescll- 
echaft, M.B.H., who have acquired from the Imperial Chinese 
Governmeut the right tu establish an electric lighting station in 
Peking, confirmed by edict. Messrs. Crompton & Co., Limited, of 
London апа Chelmsford, have undertaken to establish ths electrical 
piant in Peking, as well as to appoint a competent staff there. 

essrs. Crompton & Co. estimate that a completely-equipped plant, 
with mains, reserve parte, &c., and capable of extension as required, 
will cost ар. иб £25,000. Under the above licence the gradual 
extension of the electric system throughout the City of Peking is 
contemplated, and it is also proposed at once to apply for a large 
electrical concession in Nerth China The offices of the company 
are at Salisbury Hou:e, London Wall, E C. (G. T. Frost, secretary ). 


Kalgoorlie Electric Power and Lighting Corporation. 


Тнв report forthe period from October 1st, 1900, to December 31st, 
1901, to be submitted at the meeting on the 23rd inst., states that 
the contract with J. G. White & Co., Limited, electrical engineers 
and contractors, for the erection of a complete electrical power 


ПАПОЙ plant Will soon be completed. The timo for completion 
ok the contract was July 29th, 1902, but stich excellent progress has 
been mado that the directors were enabled to supply powor to the 
Kalgoorlie Electric Tramway Company on May ist. The sharë» 
holders have already bten informed of the contract entered into 
With that company forthe supply of power for ten years. Tht tram- 
way was formally opened to the public on May 20th. Inquiries 
have been received from users of power for more than double the 


amount at the corporation's disposal. These are now being carefully 


considered by the corporation’s representatives in Kalgoorlie with a 
view of entering into such contracts as will be most advantageous 
to the corporation. Further capital being necessary for subsidiary 
macbiaery, including rotary transformers, motors, hoists, pumps, 
&c., the directors, under the powers given to them by the articles of 
association, have created an issue of £50,000 6 per cent. debentures, of 
which a portion has been placed. 


Calcutta Tramways Company. 


Ат an extraordinary general meeting on 12th inst., the special reso- 
lution passed on the 26th ult.—“ That each of the existing £10 
shares of the company be sub-divided into two shares of £5 each,” 
was confirmed. 

The CHArRMAN said, according to the Times, that they had ex- 
pected to have a second section opened about a month ago, but 
difficulties arose with the Government on technical points as to 
whether the guard wires were sufficient. The telegraph office was 
in Dalhousie Square, and the line passed close to it. The company 
had paid for the raising of all the telegraph lines, so that they went 
well over the tramway wires. The Government insisted that the 
guard wires, to prevent broken telegraph wires coming in contact 
with the company’s line, should be exceptionally strong, and this had 
caused delay. Oa Thursday last week the board received a telegram 
informing them that the whole of the Chowringhee line had been 
passed. There would be le:s delay in regard to the other lines. 
Probably the whole of them would be open by the end of July. 
The Chowringhee line was four miles long, and was likely to get a 
good amount of first-class traffic. The great point was to secura 
additional service, and that was being obtained. The company 
were running 44,000 miles per week, as against 39,000 last year, and 
the improvement was simply the result of one new section. 
Respecting the issue of the new capital, there was every reason to 
be satisfied with what had been done. 

The motion was adopted. 


Electric and General Investment Company.—The 
directors have decided to recommend the payment of the following 
dividends, &c., for the year ended May 31st, 1902 :— 

Ordinary Shares, —A dividend of 5s. per share, of which 2s. per share was paid 
on account in December last, leaving 33. per share to be distributed, and a bor us 
of 2s. perthare. The trustees for the ordinary shares reserve fund propose to 
distribute out of the proceeds of investments sold and dividends received 18. 
per share, making a total present distribution of 6s. per share, or 80 per cent., 
or а total distribution of 8s. per share, or 40 per cent. forthe year. Founders’ 
Sharex.— A dividend for the year ended May 81st, 1902, of £50 per share. The 
trustees for the founders’ shares reserve fund propos e to distribute out of the 
proceeds of investments sold and dividends received £10 per share, making a 
total present distribution of £60. The above-mentioned payments will be 
subject to the deduction of income-tax. The dividends, if sanctioned by the 
shareholders, will be paid on July 8rd, 1902. 


Brush Electrical Engineering Company,— It is 
announced that the Brush Electrical Engineering Company, 
Limited, have received an offer from the British Electric Traction 
Company, Limited, foran exchange of shares in the following pro- 
portions :— One fully-paid £10 ordinary share of the British Elec- 
tric Traction Company for 10 £2 fully ordinary shares of the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Company. One fully-paid £10 preference 
share of the British Electric Traction Company, Limited, for six 
£2 fully-paid preference shares of the Brush Électrical Engineering 
Company. 


Amazon Telegraph Company.—4 meeting of the 
above company was held at Moorgate Station Chambers on Wed- 
nesday afternoon. A representative of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
was iuformed that it was a debenture-holders' meeting, that the pro- 
ceedings were private, and tbat there was no report. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made 
to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in and to grant a 
quotation to:—Charing Cross and Strand Electricity Supply 
Corporation, Limited—40,000 City Undertaking” 44 per cent. 
cumulative preference shares of £5 each, fully paid. 


Galloways, Limited.—The directors have declared an 
iuterim dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the pre- 
ference shares. Warrants іа respect to this dividend and for half 
year's interest on the 4 per cent. tiret mortgage debenture stock of 
the company will be posted on 28th inst. 


Electric Lighting and Traction Company, of Aus- 
tralia.—The trausfer books of the £75,000 5 per cent. debenture 
stock will be closed from 17th inst. to 30th inst., inclusive, for the 
preparation of interest warrants for the half-year ending June 30th, 
1902. 


Thomas Parker, Limited.—The directors have re- 
solved, subject to final audit, to declare a dividend of 10 per cent. 
for the year ending April 30th, 1902, and to carry the balance for- 
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TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—Week ending June J8th, £710; last ycar, 
£715; decrease, £5. Total to date, £16,494; last year, £14,297; increase, 
£?,187. Miles open, 111. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.— Week ending June 141), £471; last year, 
"e decrease, £32. Total to date, £7,845; last year, £8,425; decrease, 
£ U 


B. istol Tramways and Carriage Company.— Week ending June 18th, £4,285; 
last year, £4,504; decrease, £2€9. 


British Electric Traction Company.— The following returns are issued of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending June 6th :— 


Comparison No Aggregate, 

with corres- И : 

Company. Amount ponding week of 

of last year. 

| £ +£) -£ £ +2 -2 
Devonport* .. єз 451 — — 9,000 — — 
Dudley - 8tourbridge 769 168 — 15,410 2,:59 — 
Gateshead? i sx 730 £77 — ,860 1,254 — 
Greenock-Pt. Glasgow 521 816 — 9,575 5,47 6 — 
Hartlepool .. Уз 257 6 — 4,787 871 — 
Kidderminster ee 129 1] — 2,8¢8 51 — 
Merthyr: M vs 217 — 11 4,410 — C68 
Middleton* ee oe £97 кла аы 8,253 = — 
Oldbam — Ashton 559 — 24 11,096 85 — 
Poole} ee ee eo 263 2 — 4,946 === 78 
Potteries as . | 1,518 163 — 81,643 1,195 — 

, Southport M ask 803 65 — 4,469 1.277 БЕ 
South Staffordshiret 828 04 — 16,986 508 — 
Swansea 93 EX 487 68 — 9,597 827 — 
Taunton* ee TN 78 — — 1,306 — — 
Tynemouth§ .. $5 £66 — 1 4,816 249 — 
Wolverhampton Dist. 146 96 — 8,215 2, — 


+ Not in operation last year. + Partly steam. t Comparison from April 6th only. 
$ Comparison from March 18th only. «f Comparison from May 8th only. 


Central London Railway.—Week ending June lith, 27,600; last year, £6,240; 
increase, #760. Total to date, £161,8:9; last year, £149,775; increase, 
£13,004. Miles open, 6Q.f 


City and South London Railway. — Week ending June 15th, £2,958; last year, 
£1,889; increase, £1,084. Total to date (24 weeks), £71,449; last year, 
£47,232 ; increaso, £24,217. Miles open, 61; last year, 42. 


Dover Corporation Tramways.—Week свое. June 14th, £206 108. 244.: last 
year, £217 15s. 0d. ; decrease, £11 4s.94d. Total to date, £4,532 3s. 03d. ; last 
year, 21,388 10s. (4d. ; increase, £148 18s. 0d. Miles open, 3. Car miles 


run, 5,084; last year, 5, (80. Number of cars, 11. 


Dublin United Tramways Company.—Weck ending June 18th:—D.U.T. Co., 
£3,690 48. 6d. ; D. S. D. Co, £853 8s. 2d.; total, £4,543 7s. 8d. Last year— 
D. U. T. Co., £3,778 15s. 6d. ; D.8.D. Co., £918 fs. 6d. ; total, £4,692 4s. 10d. ; 
decrease, £148 178. 2d. Aggregate to date, £100,961 18s.6d.; last year, 
£97,331 9s. 74. ; increase, 28,630 Bs. 114. Mileage worked, 46. 


East Ham Tramways.—Week ending June lith, £367 168. 10d.; total to date, 
£18,851. Car miles run, 11,872; number of cars, 25. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.— Week ending June 15th, £1,407; last year, 
£1,607; decrease, £200. Total to date, £84,281; last year, £87,718; decrease, 
£8,433. Miles open, 6 miles 57 chains. 


Sunderland Corporation Tramways. — Week ending June 15tb, £1,121; last 
year, £978; increase, £148. 
crease, £092. Miles open, 1877. 


— 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Wednesday Evening. 
AFTER passing through a spasm of weakness upon the happily- 
contradicted rumour with reference to the seriousness of the King's 
indisposition, markets, asa whole, are hardening again. Thespecu- 
lative divisions lead the van of the advance, Consols being dull by 


reacon of the number of new issues now made in their market by ` 


Corporations and Colonies. Home Railway stocks earlier in the 
week presented an unbroken series of falls, but with the coming of 
better weather, more optimistic views again prevail to the hardening 
of prices. Electric Lighting shares are steady, and the latest 
gyrations of the British Electric Tzaction Company have failed to 
cause any particular move in the values of the stares. 

The features in Electrical Supply shares are a fall of 10s. in 
Metropolitans, and an advance of 5s. in both kinds of Brompton and 
Kensington. The buying of the laiter has been both steady and 
persistent. Cbelseas have recovered the dividend which was de- 
ducted last week, but the 44 per cent. Debenture stock is marked 
down two pointe, cx the interest of 21 percent. South London 
shares have yielded }, but there is a fair Cemand for St. James’s and 
Westminsters. The new вһагев of the latter company are quoted 
at 32 ex the recently-paid dividend cf 1s. 31. 

S» far from che Coronation festivities helping the electrical 
supply companies, it is thought in the Stock Exchange that the 
dislocation of business caused by next weck's celebrations will 
rather militate against their profits instead of increasing them. 
Untechnical members talk of the difficulty that exists for storing 
electric current as compared with the ease with which gas can be 
got ready beforehand, and it is pointed out that the two or three 
days’ interruption to business will not be made up by the rates 


otal to date, £11,880; laat year, £10,888; in- 


which some of the companies are to charge their customers 
on the illamination nights. So it has happened that there 
has not been much advance in the supply market on account 
of the Coronation, and the little ncte of warning sounded in these 
columns three months ago has, perhaps, been effectual in eaving 
disappointment to those who might bave been tempted to buy 
freely upon the vague tips circulated in some directions at the 
time. 

Calcutta Electric Supply are a shade harder at 9, and the Tram- 
way shares are 14}, business being marked in them at 148. 16 is 
said that both undertakings are prospering beyond expectation, and 
if this is true, it should lead to an appreciation in the price of the 
shares. 


British Electric Traction Ordinary are 14 and 7, Preference 12} 
—unchanged on the week. This is somewhat surprising, in view of 
the important news brought by the last few days. The capital of 
tke concern has been doubled by the creation of 200,000 more shares 
of £10 each, thus raising the capital to the round four millions 
sterling, to say nothing of £600,000 Debenture stock out of an 
authorised amount of three-quarters of a million. Amalgamation 
with the Electrical Power Distribution has been agreed upon, and 
the Brush Electrical proprietors are oflered Traction shares in 
exchange for their present holding. These are sweeping changes, bot 
have induced very littleextra business. Shareholders in the Electrical 
Power Distribution are the ones most to be congratulated over the 
latest card-shuffling. They paid £1 premium for their £10 ehares, 
and got а. security which was unmarketable. Now, however, in 
exchange for their shares, for which they paid £11, they are to 
receive British Electric Tractions at, say, 13}, after allowing for the 
dividend and rights, thus making a clear profit of over £2 a share, 
not to mention the berefit of obtaining a readily marketable 
security for one which was almost not negotiable. 


Brush shares are better upon the offer made to the shareholders, 
and in the House the proposal is liked better by those interested in 
the Brush Company than by Traction holders. Doub less the know- 
ledge of what was coming formed the source of inspiration in the 
buying of Brush shares during the last few weeks, but those who 
sold at the bo'tom will probably consider themselves injured in 
having less information than the insiders who bought their shares. 


By the purchase of Mr. James Ross's shares in the City of Bir- 
mingham Tramway Company, the British Electric Traction bas 
obtained a controlling interest in the former undertaking, and 
pourparlers are now in course for the purpose of providing Bir- 
mingham with a system of overhead trams, for a consideration, of 
course. 


The failure of the Callender's-Henley's negotiations has come 
rather as a disappointment than as a surprise. Considering the 
flourishing position of each company, the work of settling terms 
was one of great difficulty; in fact, the task went beyond the wit of 
the boards to undertake successfully at the present time. The 
shares of neither company have moved this week, the 10s. fall in 
Callender’s being exactly accounted for by the dividend dedacted 
last account day. i 


Telegraph Manufacturing shares have now been removed from 
the Official List of Stock Exchange prices, although the name of 
the company still remains. British Insulated Wire are unchanged 
at 8. There is a good deal of business passing in India-Rabber 
Debenture stock at a trifle over par. 


Brighton Railway securities were lowered a fraction upon the 
appearance of the latest electric railway scheme into Surrey, but the 
scare was considered unfounded, and back went “Berthas” to 
their previous price. North-London Railway stock—one of the 
steadiest in the Jist—is inclired to dullness at its elevated price of 
1624, and the coming competition cf the Great Northern and City 
is regarded askarce by the market and stockholders alike. There 
is very little doing in Electric Railway stocks proper, and quotations 
show no change on the week. 


In the telegraph and telephone market there are seven rises to 
set against four falls. Anglo-American stocks are unfavourably 
affected by the German Government subsidy of £85,500 per annum 
which is offered to tke German Atlantic Telegraph Company for 
the use of two cables instead of the single line at present in use. 
Commercial Cable Debenture bas been wanted, ard its advance of 
a point was sbared by one ortwo cf the Eastern senior issues, which 
have also ri:en the same amount. Chili Telephone and United 
River Plate Telephone shares are both harder; it is understood 
that the support has been induced by the cer:ainty that the treaty 
will be signed by both countries. West India ага Panama shares 
аге down 34 to 103., although the latest volcano news is more 
reassuring. It is, however, feared that trade in the West Indies 
has received another blow, from which it will bave great difficulty 
in recovering. 
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4one 
Closing Closing а 
= нами. 2 8E | tae 
$2,300 | African Direct Telegraph, 4 " 99 —103 99 —103 - 
25,000 | Amason Telegraph Co. Pu Noc d was OU — з 31— 44 31— 4 . 
119 700 Amason 70 — 80 70 — 80 а 


дааа тасар о пее. » Nos. 1 vo 1,950 Red. 


8,097,640 до. 6 % Pref ove ө eee 87 vas 89 86 EE 88 88 87 
9,097,640 do. Deferred tec ° 0 62 == 7i 63 E 7 6# 
44, Ом Telephone, 2 Nos. 1 to 44000 .. i á — 4 90— 43 47% 
1 Commercial Oa 165 —175 |165 - 17A — 
1,741,0293 Do. a Bterling 500 year 4 % Deb. Stock Red 95 — 97 | 96 — {8 971 | 963 
16,000 Ouba vee 0 · eee 43 — = eee 
Do. 10 % Pref. eee e ee Ф 123 == 134 ‚19 – 184 
12,981 Direct Spanish р өөө eee 2)— 93 24 T 33 e 
6,000 Do. do, 10 Oum. Pret. oe e т, 94 8$— eee 
90,0002 Do. do. 43 ° cee 99 —102 $9 т 102 ee 
60,710] Direct United As 91— 10j 93— 104 a 88 
101,900 { Direct West India Cable, 4 % Ва. "ратны | 100 | ... | .. |... 199-10 100 1. 
3 PEE ge] ees 90, 0 eee Stock 7 Ф 7 y 4 [IIl 120 — 150 120 —À 30 1244 121 
1,990,807 Pref. Btock C ee VIOO е | “nee „. | 87 — 90 |87 — 89 894 | 88} 
1,432,268: De 4 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... . |Btock| .. |... . (07 —111 [07—111 [110 | 108 
300,000 V and China Telegraph ..| 107 7 7 „ 12 — 13 12 — 13 128 | 12 
Do. 4 95 Deb. Btock „ |Btock| ... ёва „ |108 — 113 08 —113 NA an 
500,000; e and Bowth African. Telegraph, ‹% Mort Deb ) 100 |53%| .. | .. 99 —102 100 -103 
200,0002 Do. 4% & Debs. (Mauritius Bab.) 600 25 99 —102% | 99 - 162% 
180,237 Globe Telegraph and T oe eee oe 10 54% 53% oor 8 Te 9 8 т 9 8 89 
180,043 6 6 Pref. eee 10 eee E 60 124— 27 "i 134 132 123 
150,000 | Great Northern Telegraph, of сорма 101 .. 115 R 2b — 2 — 2 Ps 185 
within Ke qe IC Bed. 
17,000 European Telegraph 8 s s 25 10 3 10 Ф 110 % | 37 — 41 37 — 41 41 
100, 000? London Platino-Brazilian Telegraph, 6 Y Debs. . 100 | ... sas А 100 — 104 [ио — 104 
72,680 | Montevideo Telephone, Limited, ‚ Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. 1 | 2 n А i- b 1— 4 
86.49 Го. до. do. 5% Pref., Nos. 1 to o 86,402 1/5 iia i 1— 1 i 1 
983,333 | National рина, Pref. Stock 100 | 5 69$ 5 95 — 99 95 - 99 
200,000 Pref. shares... ons ae Ni 2 3i 38 3à- 38 34— 38 
1,966,667 De Def. Stock 245 газ - ... | 100 60 64 xd| 53 — 57 53 — 57 
15, 00 Do. 6 V Oum. 1st Pref. ... А 10 | 6 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 
15,00. Do. ч Cum. 2nd Pref. ... 10 | 6 6 6 12 — 14 12 — 14 
250,00: Do. Non-cum. 3rd Pret., 1 to 250,000 5 | 5 5 5 4j— 54 42 - 53 50] 5 
2,000,006 Do. T Deb. Btock Red. Stock| 34 34 34 94 — 97 94 — 97 
600,000 Do. Deb. Stock Red... 100 4 4% 103 —107 [103 — 107 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone xd Elec., Nos. 1 to 171, 504, fully paid 115 716 69?5| 11— 14% H— 14 
100,000/| Pacific and European Tel., 4 * . Debs., 1 to 1,000 .. | 100 i .. | 99 —102 99 —102 
11,839 | Reuter’s.. - РА 815%15 . 7— 8 65 - 7{ха 
3,303 Submarine Oables Trust sec А ‘ns . |Oert| ... * *. |110 —120 |110 —120 
58,000 | United River Plate Telephone + $17 Bil = iss 4$— 5} 5 — t4 
40,006 Do. do 5 J Cum. pret. Mes 124000015 6) | ж lu | de. 44 — bł 
179,9471 Do. do. 5 % De » Btock| .. . | .. 108 —106 [103 —1C6 
155,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 % Debe... 100 | .. 8 .. | 99 —102 99 — 102 
80,008 | West Coast of America, Nos. 1— 90,000 and 53,001—53,008 24 | .. sss ved i- È i- 8 
150,000/ Do do. 4 95 Deks., 1—1,500 gua. by Bras. Bab. Tel 100 А а *. | 99 —102 99 —102 a 
‚+980 | Western асло ға чи. Nos. 1— 207,930 .. 10/7 W7% | .. |114-— 124 | 1'à- 124 114 
75,0002 Do Debs und вегїев, 190€ . | 100 ‘ 555 .. |102 —105 102 105 102 
848,7771 Do. do : Deb. Stock Red. „ 100 1 aa рф . | 99 —102 99 -102 1024 
88,321 | West India and Pangma Telegraph РА d 10 V sit 4— {# Ё - 8 T 
94,563 Do. do do 6 Ф Oum. In Pret. dis 10 sea ee а 51 53 T. 51 
4,669| Оо do do 6 J Oum. 2nd Pref... | 10 | Е | „% awe tee Ау 1.190, Ж 
90.000: Tw 4с ar š ы Deba.. Nos. 1 to 1. 800 100 "- Jnl —104 ( 201 104 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANIES. 
Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Orc. l| ... iis | ae +— 1 i— % : eee 
Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 100 —104 |100 —104 ves 


Brompton а Kensington Elec Lt Вар. Ord., 101 %0 19,761 | Б 8 7 6 * 8 X 8 9 | 9— 9 
do. 7 95 Oum. Pref. : 


iP. Bil ыс рук 81— 91 | 9— 9% 9 
Ohazing Crom and Birana ie 5 9 1 » 7 1029 | 9-10 | 9 — 10 99 | 94 
до, do do. Ф Oum. Pr. | 5| .. | .. | «| 53- M 51 bd 
Do. do. 4% Deb. Stoch Red. | 100 | ... | ... | .. [105 —107 105 —107 |1062| . 
“Chelsea Electricity беры Oni ош cae |] 5|6% 5 491 5- 5 |5 — Уха] 53 
do. do. Deb. Stock Red. ... Stock 110 -113 |168 —111 E 


City of London Electric Lighting, Ord. 40,001—110,579... | 10 49% |o TAB 5 % 8— 9 | 8— 9 88| .. 
Do. 0 Oum. 2 to 40, 000 eee eee eee 10 6 114 т, 124 114 "= 124 12, 
Do. 5% Deb. Stock, Scrip. (ise. at 8115) all paid | ... | ... 123 —138 |128 —138 - - 
Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., all paid 100 103 —106 |103 —106 | ... vee 
County of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 4 12 4 % 7à— 84 7à— 84 - 
Do. do. do. 6% , 40,001—60,000 | 10 | 6 12 — 13 12 — 13 13 
Do. 44 % Deb. Stock, Prov. Oerts (all paid) Rd. 108 —111 109 —112 111 | 110% 
Hdmundson's Corp., Ord. Shares . 5|6%|7% 61— 61— 68 
Do. do. 6 Ф Oum. Pref. eee eee ee b$— 6 53 — е 
Do. à ч, к. ist ra ar Btock. ... | 100 * | 13% à 108 —111  |108 —111 . 
Kensington and Knights Electric, eos 5111 1 10 10 — 11 10 — 11 
London Nilectric Bupply Oorporation, Limited, Ота .. 8 А li— 13 11— 12 e 
do. 6 Ф 5 0 coe oe 4 — 44 4 — 4 eee 
Do. до. — more ist Mt. Db. Btook Rd. |Btock s% АСЯ ix лшн, 94 — 99ха 964 T^ 
Do. * Mortgage Debenture Btock eee eee eee eee 111 —115 111 —115 ee „өң 
Do. Mort. Deb. Btook Red, eee eos Btock ecc 98 —101 98 —101 1003 99% 
N Hill Hlectric hting oe өөө oe 10 7 7 6 14 — 15 14 — 15 144 
Bt. James's and Pall Electric Light, Or. - 5 144% 141925 14 144— 15) |144— 15) 153 154 
Do. до. 7 % Prof., 20,081 to 40,080 5|7 7 8)— 81— 94 84 
do. 83 Вей. ee 100 eee 00 . —101 98 —101 ° 
Smithfield Market ect. Supply, eee өөө өө. 5 Gee eee өөө 12— 23 1g— 23 soe 
до. 4 Deb. vee LE 100 eee eee eee 80 — 90 80 — 90 es . 
South Londoa Electricity Supply, өөө eee eee b see | eee coe 3 — 3$ 2% = 31 3 eee 
Westminster Blectric Supply, 6 [18 9 16395 100% | 11 — 18 11 — 12 | 114| 1, 
* Bubject to Founders Shares. t Quotations on Liverpool Stoek Exchange. 
| Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. н Dividends paid in deterred share warrants, profite being used sa capital. 


Dividends marked § are for a year, consisting of the latter part of one year and the first part of the next. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL OCOMPANIES.— Continued. 
ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 


Stock Closing Closing — done 
Present Dividends for 
иш анай — "he last three years, ine 1th, | Sane lech |June me 16th, . 108 
1809. | 1900. | 1901. Highest-| Lowest 
20,000 British Aluminium 7 Саш, Pref. cee ee [T1] 10 TII II eee 44 - 51 4- eae 
800,000} Do. do. 5% ist Mort. Deb. Btock Bed. Stock 86 — 90 86 — 90 T " 
62,074 | British Electric Traction e 0| 10 8 E 9 * 9 7 184 144 133— 143 | {| 14 
90,000 Do. do. 69 Owm. Pre... .. «| 10 . 123 — 13 | 123 - 13 1211 
600,0002 Do. do 5 Y Perpetual Debenture Stock ... Stock 194 —127 |124 -127 | 126 1243 
70,000 е Insalated Wire Ord. oe eot eee eee 0 5 20 L1 15 * 10 0% a 84 7h 8b 
70,000 do. 6 Oum. Pref. eee eee eee 5 [IIl 53 те 6 eee ee 
50,000 Rus PT & Co. позою one we | £1 885 8 5 138. to 15s. | 138. to 15s. 2 * 
50,000 6 V Cum. Pret. w w| Af næ] 16/6 to 17/0 | 16/6 to 17/0 | ... 85 
105,731 | Brash Eleol. 1 „ Ord., 1 to 105,731 ..  .. ..| 2| 99 5 Nil $— 13 13— 18 ae d 
150,000 Do. ' Моп cum. 6% Pref. ... sag ges 2| 6 6 3 | 12- 23 11— 2} omi -- 
125,0003} Do. do. e$ Perp. b. Stock eee [I1 Btock eee ee eee 101 —104 191 — 104 eee eee 
125,0002 Do. do. 4j X; Perp. 3nd Deb. Stock Stock 95 —100 95 -100 2 "s 
80,000 | Oallender's Oable Construction „Nos. 1—80,000 ... b 15 « 15 ы 20 0 % y — 18 16 — 17 xd А 
40,000 Do. da. A Oum. Pref. MODE ae €} | t$- 62 : 
90,000; Do. do. еч Mort. Deb. Stock Rod e Stockk ... is (ss Hi - 115 111 —115 | wis 
1,969,800 Oentral London ы, esae юе „. |... | 4 91104 -107 |104 —107 | 1064 | 105} 
440,100 Do. do. 49% Pret. Prof Btock esse Stock з 4 5 103 – 106 |103 —106 М К 
440,100 Do. do. Def. do. ... eee ee. [Stock] ... «аз 4 100 — 103 100 —103 102 
855,000 Ойу and Beuth London Railway, is .. Stock 11%] 1% 3 J 71 — 74 | 71 — 74 71 


54,000 | Crompton & O6, Nos. 1 to 54,000 łů mn... «| 3| 717 6 . | S— SH | 3— 3 


100,000; Бе. gros Mort, Reg. 17.005 of 250 red J| cr 10 —108 35103 —108 % 
99,261 ё Swan Utd. EL Legt., “ A” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,261 5| 6 23 i- 8 à А ase 
17,189 Do do do. “А” Bhares, 01—017,139  ... 5| 6 24 is 11— 24 11— 22 see - 
844, 0297 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Stock Red 100 | ... Ыы * | 75 — 80 75 — 80 T es 
100,002; Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. Certa. all ра. 100 | ... T *. | 82 — 87 82 — 87 255 ads 
112,100 | Electric Oonstruction, 1 to 112,100 is sis 2| 6%| 69$ .. 11— 1 11— 14 ia PA 
31,390 Do. до. í Oum. Pref., 1 to 31, 990... $us 2| .. ТА 2 24)- 3 21— 3 ves axe 
182,500 Do. do. Perp. ist Mort. Deb. Stock Stock s bes 99 —102 97 —101 T 885 
18, 000 e Oo. (1900) 5 Y Cum. Pref. ... ae „| 10 svi .. |10 — 104 |10 — 10 sii " 
150, 000 do. 4 Mort. Deb. [TI] eee eee Stock ee 98 — 101 98 —101 TY ө 
35,000 Ваше (W. u Telegraph Works, Ord. ... з eo b A #0 | 20 20 % 164 — 74 164- 171 16§ 
85, '000 Do. do. 4 Pref. mn [Ir 5 54— — 6 555 5$ 
50,0001 Do. ^R do. ort. Deb. Btook... Btock oes 111 MB 111 —115 Tr ee 
50,000 India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and 11 Works — 10| 16 v 10 [4 ра =з - 23 21 — 22 218 | 213 
800,000: Do. do. do. 4 % lst ort. Deb see II 100 99 —102 99 —102 10 2 oe 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. ... ee ss js 10 3% 31% 14% 414- 411 413— 4133 sis 
10, 000 t Do. do. Pref., £10 peid [Ir ID 10 104 — 11 104 — 11 eo? oe 
7,500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 7,500 ... eo | 10] ... T .. | 15$- 164 154— 163 Vis i 
$Rosling, Appleby & Fynn 6 Y Cum. Pret. ... ess * | £1 a * | 19/0 to 20/0 | ... — 


150,0007 Do. 4 95 Dob. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 ... | 100 | ... .. 173 —106 103 —106 iss 
95,000 | Telegraph Manufacturing, Ord. Nos. 1 to 25,0000. 5 12 J 12 11. %- 104 94— 164 | .. 
90,000 Do. do. геа паго 5 51 — м — 6 00 


37,350 | Telegraph Oonstruction and Maintenance ... Mea 6. | 12 1 171 20 %| 34 — 37 94 — 37 96 35 


8 
ыйы Waterloo aad City Railway, Ord. Stock  ... aT 3 * 3 * 93 — 93 — 96 94 924 
+ Quotations ор Liverpool Btock Exchange. 1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. From Bradford Share List. 
LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
Consolidated e Construction and Maintenance, 4—4. О һат, Ashton dd H Blectrio (410 Ord., 144—165 
National Bleotrio rio Pree Wiring Il. Do. | Ман Brei. 1415 pa pd.) . "194—104. 
* From 5 Bhare List. 4 From Manchester Share List. Bank rate of PE m З per cent (February 6th. 1902). 
MARKET QUOTATIONS, Wednesday, June 18th. 
CHEMICALS, &o. This week. Last week. Ino. or Dec. METALS. oO, (continued.) This week.| Last week.|Inc. or Dev, 
а жез oon „ ое рег OWA. 5j- @ Copper Sheet 507 Бөз per ton #69 £69 
8 u vi е „ per сті. sj. s). 9 „ vs a» ee per ton £69 £00 
а „% Oxalio m ee oo per owt. 82/ 82/- ° в ry) ‘Bleotrolytic) Bare es per ton £68 £68 
а „ Salpharic.. T „ рег сті. 6/6 6/6 өө e " " Sheets .. per ton #15 275 
a салор ee per owt. 49J- 42/- 6 90 [T] Rod oe ton £68 £68 ° 
oe S INTEND per ton £88 10 488 10 - 9€ n " Н.О. Wire per Ib 6d 8d. 
в ee per ton £80 - f Ebonite Rod .. ii ee per lb 8/ 8/. 
a ce per ton £9 £9 oe / [1] Sheet e ° oe p b. 
а Bisuiph e of Carbon es per ton 15 15 ec п German Silver Wire b ае r lb 1/5 Us . 
eo оо ө» ө» per ton £18 418 oo h Gutta-peroha fine .. es es per lb. 8. 8/- 
мч Bensole ү оо «ә e. per gal. 80 ғ. ee h India-rubber, Para fine .. . per ib. 9/113 2/113 to 8/04 dec. 
а „ 50 es T ee per gal. 6/6 "T Iron, Charcoal meets .. Der ton £18 £18 
в Oo Sulpha os ee per ton £19 219 не € 4 Pig (Cleveland warrants per ton 49,8 49/9 1d. deo. 
* „Nitrate T ee рег ton 294 6 n according to per ton From £11 | From £11 
: White Sugar... ee рег ton А „% Borap, heavy... é . per ton] 47/6 to 50/- | 47/6 to 50/- 
таю аго Bpi bus T рег gal 291 10 497 10 „ Wire, galvanised No.8 .. per ton an P £9 15 
в —— елү ey ie 1000). pe per gal. 5/6 5/6 о Lead, English Ingot Per es 4 11 100 £12 10 nee: 
per iD. B4. oo f m T ec ee per ton £13 218 
Caustic (75/809) ee per ton £94 ee m Manganin Wire No эв Ф ee per lb. 8J Bj- 
Р „  Bisulphate - „ per ton £86 £85 ае 9 Meroury .. perbot. £8 15 48 15 . 
a Bhellac e. рег owt, 110/- 110/- s d Mica (in original омен, small .. per lb, | Bd. to dd. Bd. to 9d. 
a Sulphate of "Magnesia .. ee per ton 44 10 £4 10 e 4 iw " medium  perib.| 1/9 to 23/9 | 1/9 to 3/9 A 
a Bulphur, Sublimed Flowers per ton 46 5 £6 5 T d y | и large .. per Ib. 8/8t09/8 | 8/8t0 / А 
4 n tae T ee per ton 85 10 45 10 be p Phosphor Bronse plajn caatinga per lb. |1144. to 1/2 |114d.to 1/9 еа 
6 " se ө» ee рег ton 45 65 ae } " rolled bars & per Ib. [юла - $o 1/8 oe 
а Bod, Саша white 18 X. e. рег ton 810 15 810 15 T " и rip & hee per lh. 1/2 1/2 - 
€ n ee eo ee per ton 88 £8 ee о ыле ee ire ee ee Per Ox. £41 44 1 өө 
4 te, casks — .. per lb за. Nad. T 1 Silicium suet ned Sing per ш 8 юг ir T 
en NER acc’ desc p n m өө 
poe ae * |ы £4 to £5 
to 
b Aluminium Ingots, in ton lots per ton 4148 8148 . I ee oe we parton! { 2198. ] “аео. 
90 W in ton lote per ton amm 2294 m, 9 и toil ee эө ee 0 0 per Ib. 1/6 1/8 oe 
Y eet, in ton lots рес юс. £191 2191 vs * , wire, Мов. 1 ю16  .. a. рег lb. 1'8 1/8 
p Babbitt’s metal ingots.. per ton | £40 to 41801 £40 0 to p White Anti. friction Metals — 
e Brass (rolled meval о 1) basis per Ib. d. 63d. "S " White Ant" brand. per ton] £36 to 200 | £85 to £65 өө C 
e T ee per lb ы. d. ix ipse hr чу Coston, on epis per lb. 7d. 3d. өө 
6 " bre solid drawn) ee per lb. d. 7 * ee ee per 1р. баа. Баа. ee 
€ „ W eo „ рег lb. 7d. 7d. «s sibs. Russian per lb. 4134. d. ee 
e Conver Tubes (brased) ee per lb, 844. d. ёе 100 в, а Ашак d ingi e» per lb 44d. da. T 
9 „ (solid drawn) ., per lb. d. 9d. is per «on nd 26 41026 T 
e Copper Bare (bes selected) .. per ton £69 £69 Pe sez, gi s Jute rove ў; per юп) £22 10 £22 10 ee 
2 1 g го & Co, M Lia, f Taia Rubber се soe M Lia: k Meere Mone руш! co, en 
Quotations M ы ri чы Boor 85 Quotations essrs, James & Shakspeare. T * | Quotations m Messrs, over 
рше by] Mesure: pegs; elton Sone ed py) Мемть Edward Til & Co рисоб by] х Mesra Р, Оташе & Sone 


д Messrs. Johnson, Matthey & Coy Lid. 


e Messers. Frederick Smith & Co. p The Phosphor Bronse Company, 


j Messrs. Walter Н. Hindley ё Ce. 


made, as set forth in the table below :— 
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SOME NOTES ON POLYPHASE MACHINERY. 
Ву A. С. EBORALL. 
(Paper read at Manchester, March 25th, 1902.) 


(Concluded from page 998.) 


TRE general arrangement of the latter motor is shown in fig. 20 
from which the arrangement of the (liquid) starting resistance can 
also be seen; this latter is interlocked with the brush-gear in such 
& manner that when the resistance is all out, the motor thus being 
at full speed, a few more turns ot the resistance handle causes 
the rings to be short-circuited by an internal clutch, and the 
brushes to be raised, as previously described. 
From the test curves given in fig. 19, and from the data of the two 
motors in question, a comparison of the two motors can be readily 


Normal rating of motor. 350 n.n.» 115 B. H. p. 
No load speed В vis — 315 210 
Frequency... iex duc Sigs 21 42 
Terminal pressure sat an 500 250 
Full load current per phase... ae 373 . 289 

„ efficiency ... MT 99 % 87 Ф 

з power factor 90 % 79 96 

» Blip... si vee T 15 % 3% 

Maximum load before falling out of 

step (B H.P.) ч in i 850 230 
Net weight of motor (1bs.) ... 253 19,400 14,150 


Net over-all dimensions (D х L) ... | (78 x 29) in. (92 x 17°4) in. 


— eee — 


The above table shows at a glance that not only is the 21-cycle 
motor lighter and cheaper when considered on the ваш» basis of 
output and speed, but it is far and away a better motor; its power 
factor, efficiency, slip, and overload capacity are all far superior to 
the 42-cycle motor. These differences are not due to the fact that 
the low-frequency motor is much the larger—this would make but 
little difference. The differences are almost entirely due to the 
abnormal number of poles necessary with the 42-motor, in order to 


bring down its speed to the value required by the pump; this . 


motor has 24 stator poles, while the 21-motor has only 8 poles. 


The result is a heavy stator core of large diameter, relatively large . 
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Fic. 20.—THREE-PHASE INDUCTION MOTOR WITH STARTING GEAR FoR Direct CovPLING TO A Hiag SPEED Pomp. 
265 r.p.m.; 250 volte, 42 cycles, 24 poles. (Built by Kolben & Co., Ltd.) 


iron loss, considerable leakage from pole to pole along the air-gap, 
and a considerable lower saturation of the teeth than is desirable in 
such a motor. For these reasons three-phase pumping and similar 
plants, in which slow speeds for the motors are essential, should be 
laid out, whenever possible, on the basis of a low frequency such as 
25 cycles. 

The 115-в.н.р. 42-motor referred to above has the following data 
relative to the design :— 


SCHEDULE V.—Three-phase Induction Motor of 115 B. H. P. 
(See figs. 198 and 20.) 


Stator :— 

Diameter of bore 85 -— Т ies iss 73 in. 
‘Total number of slots... iva 55" ds * 216 
Number of conductors in series per slot... = 2 
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Fic. 21.—SECTIOR THROUGH ӨТАТОВ AND Котов or 350-B. H. P. 
TuHREE-PHASE INDUCTION Moron. (Kolben & Co, Ltd.) 
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115 B.H.P.; 

Diameter of conductor, bare 0°454 in 


- 15 insulated ... i . 0:59 „ 
Nature of winding s Star connected bar. 


Rotor :— 

Finished diameter s 985 . . 72:882 in. 

Total number of slots beg s e. e. 480 

Total number of conductors per slot... ae sie 1 
Dimensions of conductor, bare . . (0:83 x 0 236) in. 


insulated ... ...(0 91 x 0 335) in. 


Star connected bar. 


LA] 77 


Nature of winding 


A fully dimensioned section of the stator and rotor cores and 
windings of the 350 B. H. p. 8-pole motor is given in fig. 21, from 
which all the necessary constructional data can be obtained. 
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AUTOMATIC RELAY TRANSLATION FOR LONG 
SUBMARINE CABLES. 
By 8. G. Brown. 
(Paper read in London, May 1st, 1902.) 


(Concluded from page 999.) 


Iw place of the interpolator, an “automatic perforator " (see Plate 
3) may be employed. The automatic perforator is соп- 
structed very much like the interpolator, with this difference, that 


МУЛ WW 0 0 


э AIO e 


Fia. 4. 


in place of two there are three clutches adapted to operate punches, 
by means of cams, for perforating the signals on a paper tape, such 
as is employed when using the automatic transmitter. To prevent 
waste of paper, a stopping device is brought into action after the 
machine has fed out, say, 5 in. of blank strip—this after the last 


On the other hand, Slip B shows signals recorded by a direct 
writer worked off local circuit with the interpolator. Here we have 
all the signals clearly recorded. Such a record was received from a 
relay over а cable of 2'8 К R, simplex working, at 110 letters per 
minute under actual traffic conditions. 


In fig. 5, Slips 4 and B show records of signals received on the 
drum cable relay apparatus, worked from a duplexed cable of 
28 K R at 150 letters per minute; the sending battery was 
60 volte, The signals were translated by the relay apparatus 
through an artificial line of 3:5 К R, the signals being written by 
8 siphon recorder. 

Slip 4 shows signals as received on the siphon recorder when an 
automatic transmitter was used at the originating station; the 
message was sent on from the relay by a “curb” interpolator. 


PLATS 3. —AUTOMATIO PERFORATOR. 


signal has been received. The perforator reproduces on punched tape 
& facsimile of the message on the punched tape used at the originat- 
ing station, and the copy is immediately available for sending on 
by the usual automatic transmitter. By the use of this auto- 
perforator it is possible for a single short cable to feed two long 
ones, or vice versá, with a minimum of delay. 

In order that elight failures in the relay apparatus may be 
instantly seen, it is necessary to have two local registers at the 
transmitting station, one showing the drum and tongue contacts, 
the other the signals actually sent into the second cable. The 
register for showing the drum and tongue contacts of the cable relay 
has been found tobe most valuable and efficient, and automatic trans- 
lation cannot very well be maintained without it, for it givesa 
record of what takes place in the most delicate part of the apparatus 
undisguised by defects of the Post Office relays, or the defects and 
corrective effects of the interpolator. 

Such a record is seen in Slip 4 of fig. 4. These signals were 
recorded by a direct writer, worked straight off the drum cable 
relay. It shows the quality of the contact, and gives an outline of 
the signals as they arrange themselves on the drum when everything 
is in correct adjustment. By observing such a record, the relay 
may be kept in adjustment and faults in transmission easily 
detected. 

Slip 4 is a record of signals received from a cable relay direct at 
140 letters per minute over a duplexed cable of 3:2 К Runder actual 
traffic conditions. It will be ebserved that there are no “ beats " on 
the signals when the same follow each other on the same side of 
the line, the tongue of the relay having held over in these cases 
without breaking contact. 


Slip B shows signals as received when a couple of sounders were 
joined up like a hand-key, to be worked by the relay in place of 
the interpolator. Slip C shows signals transmitted under similar 
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Ета. 6.—(See plate 4.) 


conditions as Slip B, but a hand-key was used in place of the auto- 
matic transmitter at the originating station. | 
Having finished the description of the cable melay transiabon 
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apparatus, I wish now to describe briefly the g relay,” a 
relay that was the forerunner of the drum cable relay." I invented 
the magnifying relay” in the year 1898. It is not at present 

employed on any of the cables, but I know no reason why it should 
поб be of great use to the cable companies in the future. 

As shown in fig. 6, the instrument consists of a permanent magnet, 
er direct-current electro-magnet a, and of an alternating electro- 
magnet в. In the field of the magnet a is ded a recorder 
coil a, say, of abou t 500 ohms resistance; in the field of the alter- 

-current magnet в is suspended . 
another and similar "recorder" coil 5. 
The ed coils a and b are coupled 
together by silk fibres, as is shown in the 
dra - The arrival current from the 
cable c flows through the coilla to the earth- 
plate m, causing the coil to move, and as 
the suspended coil b is joined to it by the 
fibres, 5 will follow the motion of a. c 
is an electric . wisa current re- 
verser that turns the direct current from e 
into an alternating one. H is a condenser 
of suitable capacity, placed in the circuit 
so as to neutralise the slf-induction, and 
stop sparking at the current reverser w. 

If w is revolved at а proper speed, the 

с lines of force will be moving in 

and out of the iron of the magnet B, say, 
ata рос of 100 ~, threading through 
the suspended coil b, when it is at all 
moved out of its normal or neutral position, 
and iinduciug a voltage proportional to the 
angle, or more correctly, perhape, to the 
eine of the angle of deflection. By these 
means energy may be generated in the coil 
5, which may be hundreds of times greater 
than that employed to move the coil, this 
greater energy increasing and diminishing 
in exact proportion to the rise and fall of 
the controlling ctrrent. I should compare 
this action, if I may be allowed the license, 
to a driver directing the energies of a 
horse by a pair of reins. в is a rectifier re- 
volving on the same shaft as the current re- 
verses, so as to turn the alternating current 
induced in the suspended coil b into a 
direct or unidirectional current, in order 
that it шау loperate a “siphon recorder,” 
“ direct-writing recorder,” or any other 
suitable instrument, as the case may be, the 
instrament being placed in circuit with the 
lead 8 s. 

If the circuit of the coil b, that hangs in 
the al t field, possesses only 
resistance, the induced carrent will produce 
no disturbance on the period of the coils, 
or on the sensitiveness of the suspension. 

To explain this, in fig. 7 I have drawn theoretical diagrams repre- 
een I is the curve of magnetic induction, 


ting sine wave curves. 
4 the curve of induced volts, which is, as is well known, at right 
angles to the curve of magnetic induction, and B is the current 
curve, which flowing in a circuit of plain resistance, would be 
exactly in phase with the induced volts. This so, the 
amperes, as а whole, will produce no reaction on the alternating 


field a 1 e, because, as is seen, the portion a b c is exactly equal to, 
0 and neutralised by, the portion с de. But it is otherwise, 
if there is capacity, because then the amperes will be accelerated, 
this acceleration being due to two E.M.F.s impressed on the 


ing 
the end of an artificial line of -7,000 ohms 
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instrument more sensitive, while induction stiffens up the coil 
reducing the period. This being so, a ready means for adjustment 
is provided for by plugging in induction or capacity, the control 
over the coils may be instantly increased or lowered, and this is so, 
whatever may have been the initial mechanical control, within 
reason. 

I have arranged the instrument, on some occasions, to work with 
only one suspended coil, combining the alternating and direct 
currents on one field magnet, the current from the cable passing 


Plan 4.—Maaniryie RELAY. 


through а chokiug сой before flowing round the suspended coil. 
The choking coil stops the induced alternating current from fiowing 
into the cable, while the current from the cable is blocked, say, by a 
condenser, from flowing past the rectifier and wasting its energy in 
the local circuit. Such а single-coil instrument acts as well аз а 
double-coil one, but I do not know if it possesses any special advan- 
tage except on the score of mechanical simplicity. 

On with the magnifying relay over an artificial cable, I have 


ue SN Seu NP RUP ALIS DRI М PI 
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obtained some rather interesting resulte. For instance, the Slip 4 
in fig. 8 shows 


signals written by a siphon recorder, worked by a 
relay.” The “magnifying relay " acts as a receiver at 
resistance and 310 


cironit, one due to the moving magnetic lines, and the other to the 
voltage stored up in the condenser, the portion a b c being less 
than that part of the curve cd e, the difference on the 
magnetism so as to cause the coil b. to move out of the field. If 
there is inductance, the contrary action will take place, in which 
case, the part abc being greater than the c d e, the coil will 
bm endeavour to remain in the field oppo the action to move 

out. 

Capacity has the same effect as slackening the control of the 
suspensions, increasing the period of the coils and making the 


microfarads capacity. An automatic “curb” transmitter was used 
as sender, the speed being 150 letters per minute, the sending 
battery having a poten of only 3 volte. Slip B shows the 
signals received under identical conditions, but with the magni- 
fying relay” cut out of circuit, the siphon recorder acting as 
receiver direct. Again, the Slip C shows signals written by a 
siphon recorder worked off a “magnifying relay,” while Slip 

shows the signals as received by the siphon recorder direot, tho 
relay being cut out of circuit. The currents were trans- 
mitted by an automatic "curb" transmitter at 185 letters per 


1040 THE 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 50. No. 1,282, Juxm 20, 1902. 


minute, with a sending battery of 50 volta, the KR of the line 
being 3°6. 

Slip к shows signals received at a fairly high speed, the siphon 
recorder being worked off the induced currents of the “ magnifying 
relay," as in slips a and с; the artificial line had a retardation of 
3°6 KR, the automatic “curb” transmitter was sending with a 
battery of 42 volta, the speed of signalling was at the rate of 280 
letters per minute. 

When signals at а moderate speed were being received on the 
particular magnifying relay used in these experimente, it was 
difficult to detect by the eye any motion whatever in either of the 
suspended coils when observed through a strong magnifying glass. 


Though small in amplitude, it is certain that the motion occurred . 


from the fact that the currents induced thereby were sufficient to 
cause large and very visible movements in the signalling coil of the 
siphon recorder. 

The “ magnifying relay " seems to possess three main pointe of 
‘advantage for cable working :— 

1. It may be used to work the siphon recorder with the signals of 
the same size, and at the same speed as at present, but with greatly 
reduced sending battery power. 

2. It may be used to work the siphon recorder with the signals of 
the same size, the same definition, and the same sending battery as 
at present, but at a greater speed. 

3. I believe it may be used to work over a cable under the same 
conditions as regards speed and battery power as at present, but 
the signals may be written by a '' direct writing recorder" in place 
of the present “siphon recorder.” 

Now I should like to suggest a use for this instrument or part of 
the instrament for electrical engineers other than telegraph men. 
Referring again to fig. 7, and considering only that part marked 
Bb: If the winding round the magnet is supplied with an alter- 
nating current, say, of sine wave form, we have seen that if induo- 
tion or capacity is introduced in the circuit of 5, the rectifier being 
dispensed with, the current flowing in the circuit will be put out 
of phase with the induced volts, and a mechanical reaction takes 
place between the coil №, and the magnet в, the coil tending to 
move one way for induction, and in the opposite way for capacity, 
b being supposed suspended in such a manner as to cut some of the 
moving magnetic lines, its motion being studied by means of a 
mirror reflecting a spot of light on to a scale. 

A complex circuit could be tested and compared with a standard, 

the deflection showing the resultant capacity or induction; or, 
perhaps, the capacity, say, of sucha thing as a coherer, could be 
found out by this means. I believe that such a reaction galvano- 
meter could be worked up to measure capacity and induction in 
the same way as an ordinary galvanometer measures resistance. 
Н: Messrs. Н. A. Taylor and A. L. Dearlove, both of the firm of 
Messrs. Clarke, Forde & Taylor, pointed out this line of investiga- 
tion tome. They gave the convenience and necessary encourage- 
ment, and have done all in their power to help me in every pos- 
sible way, and I wish to acknowledge my deep indebtedness to 
them. 


M. HOSPITALIER’S ONDOGRAPH. 


(Concluded from page 971.) 


In the apparatus intended to trace the curve of instan- 
taneous power, instead of the permanent magnet measuring 
apparatus, a Thomson meter is used, mounted as a wattmeter ; 
the axis is submitted to the action of two spiral springs 
which bring the current to the movable coil, thus dispensing 
with the brushes. The main current traverses the fixed 
coils, and the movable coil of fine wire is connected in shunt 
once each period and for a very short time by means of the 
commutator and the brushes, with the difference of potential 
defining the power to be measured. For this purpose the 
rotating commutator consists of an ebonite cylinder in which 
is inlaid, parallel to the axis, a simple band of brass of con- 
venient width. Under the influence of the successive im- 
pulses, which the coil receives, by the inter-action of the 
intermittent currents which traverse it, and of the main 
alternating current, the bobbin makes with its position of 
equilibrium an angle proportional to the power at each 
instant of the period defined by the position of the commu- 
tator, and affects directly or indirectly the pen of the regis- 
tering apparatus. This proportion results from the fact that 
the angle described by the movable bobbin about its position 
of equilibrium never exceeds 10 to 12° each side of zero ; 
under these conditions the drum winding of tlie wattmeter 
can be considered as not having undergone any sensible dis- 
placement with regard to the fixed coils, 

The aluminium disc of the meter serves to give to the 
system the inertia and damping necessary to the normal 
working of the apparatus. This normal working corre- 
sponds to the critical damping on the one hand, and on the 
other hand to a duration of oscillation comprised between 


the period of the phenomenon to be registered; and the 
duration of the registration of one period. 

The ondograph, as it is and as represented by fig. 2, 
which appeared in our last issue, is intended to trace 
a complete period by using 1,000 actual periods. 
The registering cylinder inscribes exactly three periods, 
the fourth superposes itself on the first and the fifth 
on the second, &c.; the superposition of the curves is 
a certain indication of the good working of the apparatus, 
apart from deviations resulting from a change in the rate of 
running supervening between the 3,000 periods which 
separate two successive passages of the same generating line 
of the registering cylinder under the pen. 

The curves can also be traced on a strip extended to a 
length of several metres. For convenience it is sufficient to 
attach the extremity of а roll of paper on the registering 
cylinder and to let it roll itself on the cylinder while holding 
it by a weak brake. With the actual apparatus and with a 
frequency of 40 periods рег second, a complete curve 
occupies a length of 96 mm., and is recorded in 25 seconds. 
A strip 6 m. in length then will contain 60 periods and 
records for a period of 25 minutes, which is usually quite 
sufficient. The apparatus is equally suitable for the study 
of rectified or continuous currents. It is sufficient for that 
to substitute for the synchronous motor a direct drive by 


- establishing an invariable mechanical connection between 


the shaft of the machine to be studied and the ondograph. 
The apparatus has been designed with a view to making its 
construction easy and rapid. 

In designing the ondograph—or, for purists, the kymato- 
graph—the author intended to fill a purely industrial and 
educational want. The apparatus is strong, relatively 


- moderate in price, easily managed, more exact than the 


method of pointe, less delicate and more rapid than the 
oscillograph or rheograph, without, however, pretending to 
the degree of precision attained by those machines, 

The ondograph will, above all, be useful to manufacturers 
of dynamos, motors, and transformers for central stations 
with alternating current; to manufacturers of high pres- 
sure cables, who must be interested to know the form of the 
alternating currente to which their cables are subjected ; to 
industrial schools and research laboratories, and to educa- 
tional laboratories, for which it would at once render visible 
facts, of which the explanation is often so difficult and 
laborious. The author has already shown for the benefit of 
the Ecole de Physique et de Chimie Industrielle, at Paris, a 
great number of curves. 


Nore. 


Forerunners.—'The application of the method of succes- 
sive pointe to the study of alternators is due to M. Joubert.* 
The condenser was applied by the author in 1885 to the 
study of M. Anatole Gerard's dynamos with rectified 
current. t 

On March 20th, 1891, at the session of the Sté. Francaise 
de Physique, M. G. Weiss said that he was using an appa- 
ratus to define by points, or in a continuous manner the 
form of the wave of a dynamo, but he did not describe the 
apparatus. М. P. Janet announced at the same séance that 


he was undertaking researches of the same kind, but without 


describing any device. 

M. Blondel has claimed the invention of a registering 
apparatus which traces curves well, but these curves are 
recorded photographically, and not direct, in ink, on а 
registering cylinder. Further, the brushes are movable. 
while ours are stationary, and the apparatus requires as 
many distinct galvanometers as curves to be registered. 
while the author uses only one registering apparatus for all 
the curves. M. Blondel’s apparatust is driven direct by the 
generating dynamo, while the ondograph is actuated by s 
synchronous motor, which allows of being rapidly introduced 
at any point of the circuit, and of dispensing with the clock- 
work movement controlling the stroboscopic device. 


J. Joubert. “Studies on Electro-Magnetic Machines.” Asa. 
dc l'Ecole Normale Erpérieure, Vol. x., p. 131. 1881. 

t E. Hospitalier. “ Periodic Current Machines and their 
Measurement.” JL’Electricien, December 19th, 1885. 

{ A. Blondel, “ On the Determination of the Periodic Curves of 
Alternating Currents and their Photographic Record,” La Lure 
Electrique, Vol. xli., pp. 401 and 507, 1891. 
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In M. Drexler’s apparatus* the slip is obtained by an 
asynchronous motor, and the record is obtained by sparks. The 
slip of an asynchronous motor is too variable and too great 
to be usefully employed for direct stroboscopic recording, and 
the device does not allow of the exact junction of succes- 
sively traced curves, since the slip is not kinematically con- 
nected with the rotation of the registering cylinder. 

М. A. Laws f replaces the asynchronous motor by a syn- 


: Тнк Epison STORAGE BATTERY PATENTS. 


| Elements. | | 
Date ee : e E.M.F. | watt-hours , 
and | | ' | vx per 1 Ib. of Notes. 
пише. | ре у Electrolyte. Negative plate. | І 8 be | 
| | 
DE аа зе ачкы ы ала S8 „ A Baw ae 
November 20, 1900, Nickel or metal plated Alkaline solution. Nickel, or metal | 44 — Also made into a. 
No. 20,960. with nickel, for sup- | Ten per cent. plated with “dry battery by 
| | porting plate with | solution of pure nickel, for sup- — 4 | placing sheets of 
ets containing водіс hydroxide. porting plate with | | | asbestos between 
| locks of finely | pockets  contain- | | the plates. 
divided copper. ing finely divided | 
| | cadmium. | | 
February 5, 1901, Perforated sheets of | Twenty-five per | Perforated sheets of | 1 to 138 14 . Stated to be 1 to 
No. 2,490. thin nickel to form à , cent. solution of thin nickel to 1:5 volts by Dr. 
| container with oxide potassic hydroxide | form a container Kennelly. 
of nickel inside (or in water. with ferrous 
| oxide of cobalt) mixed oxide inside. 
| s flake graphite | | 
to 3. | | | 
May 21, 1901, No. | Sheet steel frame or plate | Alkaline solution. Sheet steel frame  1tol4 12 |Btatedtogive 1 K. p. 
10,505. holding pockets made or plate holding hour for 53 lbs. of 


of thin sheet steel, 
perforated, corrugated 
and nickel plated, con- 
taining  non-colloidal 


nickel oxide mixed | 


| 
| 
| 
with flake graphite. 


October 8, 1901, | Sheet steel frames or | 


No. 20,072. plates holding perfo- 
| rated steel pocketa all 
| nickel plated, contain- 
ing nickel hydroxide 
| (or cobalt hydroxide, 

or copper oxide) mixed 
| with flake graphite. 


which zinc 


E 


— — E DE „ 


chronous motor, and gives a slight angular retardation to 
the brushes, making them turn by а gearing arrangement; 
the recording is again done photographically. The only 
apparatus tracing an alternating current curve direct on a 
registering cylinder is that of Prof. Н. L. Callendar.T The 
apparatus is based on the principle of the potentiometer and 
of registering by relay and servo-motor well known to the 
author. The cylinder is actuated by a clockwork move- 


. ment, and the record of a curve is made in one hour, while . 


the author obtains the same record in between 10 and 
30 seconds. 

The ondograph is distinguished from its predecessors by 
the fact that it traces a continuous curve direct on register- 
ing paper, without photography, without a clockwork move- 
ment, without relay, without making the brushes turn, and 
without using the slip, necessarily variable, of an asyn- 
chronous motor working on no load. 

E. H. 


THE EDISON STORAGE BATTERY. 
By HENRY F. JOEL, A.M.I.C.E. 


AN examination of the patents and claims for * reversible 
galvanic cells" taken out by Mr. Edison in the United 
Kingdom, will, perhaps, afford the most reliable data for 
estimating the value of the improvements he has made, 


* F. Drexler, “On a New Method for the Self-acting Record of 
Alternating Current Curves,” Zeitschrift für Electrotechnik, No. 8, 
1896. 

1 A. Laws, “Alternating Current Wave Recorder," Western 
Electrician, February 23rd, 1901. 

і Hugh L. Callendar, An Alternating Oycle-Curve Recorder,” 

the Electrician, August 99th, 1898, | | 


25 per cenf. solution 
caustic soda, to 

has 

been added until 

it is nearly satu- 
ted. 


the patent specification being the inventor’s own description. 
Apart from the commercial side of the inventions, the 
specifications are most interesting to the electro-chemist, 
metallurgist, and the manufacturer of electromobiles. | 
In speaking of the Edison battery, there is some con- 
fusion as to which battery is meant. Mr. Edison has taken 
out four patents in 1900 and 1901, and I give below a 
brief analysis of them :— 


—— 


| Outpnt in Ў 


pockets made of 
thin sheet steel, 
perforated, corru- 
gated and nickel 
plated, -contain- 


ing ferrous oxide , 


| 
| 
| 


battery. Each cell 
12 in. high, 6 in. 
long, 4 in. wide. 
21 cells weigh 
332 lbs., 7. e., 15:8 
lbs. each cell. Car 


mixed with flake | run 62 miles. Jide 
graphite. ! | daily press. 
Magnesium conduct- 75 tol — Volte uncertain. 
ing and support- ; | With copper oxide 
ing plate perfo- |, forms Edison- 
gated with fine | | Lalande couple, 


holes, coated with | but reversible. 
zinc during pro- | | 


cess of charging. | | | 


It is evident from this analysis that Edison sticks very 
closely to his first love, the Edison-Lalande battery, and 
generally the new batteries ring the changes on that iron- 
copper and zinc battery known as “the Alkaline Zincate 
genus.“ 

The disadvantages that are at once apparent on examin- 
ing the table аге : — the low electromotive forces, necessitating 
double the number of cells that a lead-lead battery requires, 
the use of caustic soda, the comparatively expensive elements 
and the complex and expensive mechanical construction ; 
on the other hand, the advantages claimed for the nickel- 
iron battery, such as great durability and long life—it 
is stated there is no, or very little, waste in the elements 
during charge and discharge—little or no action on 
the metal containing cells and connections, which are there- 
fore more reliable, and the great output of this form of 
battery for its light weight :—all make it worth the serious 
attention of those interested in the future of electric 
vehicles. 

To go more fully into the details, in his Patent No. 
20,960, 1900, Edison states that he is aware that copper 
oxide was used as а depolariser, but owing to the production 
of a copper salt, which caused local deteriorating action with 
the zinc, it was necessary to use porous pots; but these were 
not successful, and, as a consequence, copper oxide as a 
depolariser has never remained in commercial use. He has 
discovered that when the copper is specially made, and used 
in a very finely divided form, the production of the soluble 
salt is entirely overcome, ** since the effect of the current is 
to make anhydrous and insoluble in alkaline liquid any 
copper oxide which may be formed.” | 

Preferably, the finely divided copper is obtained by 
reducing fine carbonate of copper by hydrogen. This is 
made into thin blocks to fit into the pockets of the plates, 
and these are then subjected, in a closed chamber, to a tem- 
perature not to exceed 260° O., for six to seven hours, until 
the copper is converted into the black oxide (OuO). They 
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are then reduced electrically to metallic copper, and then 
again re-oxidised on charging by the current until they are 
converted into the red oxide (Cu: O). 

The finely divided cadmium is preferably obtained by an 
electro-deposition process, a very thin platina wire being 
used as the cathode, a plate of metallic cadmium as the 
anode, and a weak solution of sulphate of cadmium as the 
electrolyte. 

Edison states : —“ The voltage of my improved battery is 
"44 volte. Its internal resistance is extraordinarily small. 
Furthermore, exhaustive teste which have been made have 


demonstrated that there is practically no deterioration, since 
neither nickel, cadmium, nor copper, nor their anhydrous 
first oxides are soluble in the alkaline liquid, while there is 
no local action between the metallic cadmium and nickel, as 
the latter polarises completely.“ 

Edison claims:—1. **A reversible galvanic cell, employ- 
ing copper oxide as a depolariser formed in the cell by the 
electrical oxidation of finely divided copper of such a density 
as to prevent the formation of a copper salt soluble in 
alkaline solutions," and also Claim 2 for the process of 
making the finely divided copper. : 

Claim 3.—“ A reversible galvanic cell characterised by 
the employment of finely divided cadmium as the active 
element in an alkaline solution," and also Claim 4 for the 
process of making the finely divided cadmium. 

Claim 5.—“ A reversible galvanic cell, characterised by 
the employment of nickel or nickel-plated plates for carry- 
ing the elementa,” and, further, Claim 6, for the employ- 
ment of sheets of asbestos between the elements, moistened 
with the alkaline solution, to form a dry battery of the 
reversible type. 

The Patent No. 2,490, 1901, comes next in order. 
Edison describes a method of making finely-divided iron, 
which on oxidation and reduction, remains insoluble and 
permanent, and “the electrolyte is not changed at any 
stage of the working." Не claims :— 

l. In a reversible galvanic battery, the use of the oxides 
of nickel or cobalt as one of the active elementa. 

3. In a reversible galvanic battery, the use of finely- 
divided iron as one of the active elementa. 

8. In a reversible galvanic battery, or receptacle for 
containing the active elementa, said receptacle being formed 
of iron, nickel plated, so as to be unaffected by electrolytic 
action in an alkaline solution. 

The other claims oover the construction and details, but 
as the succeeding petent practically supersedes this patent, 
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and is an improvement and enlargement thereof, I have not 
gone so fully into the specifications, although there are many 
interesting features. 

The battery as constructed in the Patent No. 10,505, 
1901, is the one euphoniously described in the Press as 
having tiny bricks of nickel and steel, and as it is the battery 
Edison has apparently chosen as the fittest, I give rather a 
fuller description, obtained from the patent specification. 
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Fig. 6. 


Fig. 1 is an isometric view showing one of the grids, or 
plates with the openings therein. Fig. 2, a corresponding 
view showing the perforated pockets in position in such 
openings. Each electrode frame, or grid 1. fig. 1, is 
punched out of sheet steel, about :625 mm. in thickness, 
and has 24 apertures, or openings for receiving the perforated 
pockete as shown. Ite entire surface is electro-plated with 
nickel ; Edison states :—“ Nickel is not electrically oxidizable 
in an alkaline solution," an extension or ear 2, Berves to 
conduct the current, a perforation at the top permitting the 
passage of a conducting rod 3, see fig. 17, connecting all the 
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Fig. 18. 


positive electrodes in a cell, the alternate negative electrodes 
being similarly connected. Secured in the openings of the 
grid or plate are 24 pockets, 4, shown in fig. 2, pocket 
containing the active material ready for immersion in the 
electrolyte. Fig. 6 shows one of the pockets under com- 
presion being forced into one of the openings in the grid. 


— 
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Fig. 9 is an enlarged section of fig. 6, the end of one of 
these pockets, and shows the resulting shape obtained by the 
com pression. 

The pockets 4 are formed from corrugated perforated 

strips, produced by passing a ribbon of thin sheet steel 
between male and female perforating punching rolls, and 
Afterwards between two toothed rolls; these strips are bent 
Over at their edges, one half or side, a little more than the 
other, to allow them to fit together to form a case 5, 6, or 
pocket, with a cake, or plate of the active material 7, between 
them, and these pockets are then placed in position, each 
into one of the 24 openings 1, on the grid, fig. 1, and the 
whole plate is subjected to great pressure in an hydraulic 
press between two plates 8 and 9, whose faces are provided 
with parallel corrugations and arranged in such a manner that 
the two cups of each pocket 5, 6, with the plate of active 
material between them, will be subjected to a total pressure 
Of about 90,000 kilograms (about 90 tons). The result of 
this great pressure is to. force down the two faces 5 and 6 
Of each cup upon the plate of active material, to form 
larger, or compound corrugations, shown in fig. 9, and 
to force and crimp the edges of the pockets over the edges 
Of the corresponding opening in the grids. This secures the 
pocket rigidly in place to the grid, making each pocket a 
mechanically-closed receptacle, and forcing the active 
material 7 in contact with every portion of the inner surface 
thereof. The pockets being made of thin sheet steel with 
corrugations are sufficiently flexible to allow the active 
material to expand and contract whilst the additional corru- 
gation and crimping at the edges gives it strength. 

Fig. 17 shows a section of a complete cell, and fig. 18 a 
plan of same. The cell is made of thin sheet iron, 13, 
nickel plated, the electrodes being held together by rubber 
bands, 14, and insulated electrically from each other by corru- 
gated perforated plates of hard rubber 19. Edison states :— 
* Ag I have explained in my said prior application ferrous 
oxide of all the compounds of iron is alone capable of being 
practically reduced to the metallic state electrolytically in 
alkaline solution, but it is exceedingly sensitive to atmos- 
pheric oxidation, taking fire spontaneously when exposed to 
the air, it is a very difficult compound to make and handle." 

He describes his process, first to subject ferric oxide to a 
temperature of about 260° C. in a closed chamber, and pass 
dried hydrogen gas over it for two or three hours, then allow 
it to cool whilst the hydrogen gas is still passed over it for 
а further 15 hours, the object being to prevent the spon- 
taneous combustion of the oxide when it comes in contact 
with the atmosphere. ‘The continued action of the hydrogen 
performs some obscure and unknown effect which renders the 
oxide non-pyrophoric. Another method of obtaining a com- 
pound containing a large proportion of ferrous oxide is by 
heating thin sheets of Norway iron in а mutte to white heat, 
to form a scale rich in ferrous oxide, and then to detach the 
scale by bending the plate. Edison particularly states that 
ferric oxide is not suitable, and is only partly convertible, by 
electrolytic process into iron; it must be the ferrous oxide, 
and that is mixed with the flake graphite to ensure as large 
a conducting and active surface as possible, the graphite not 
being otherwise affected. 

I give the claims of this patent in full as they are the 
most important. 

Claim 1.— A reversible galvanic battery, of the type 
employing an alkaline electrolyte, whose negative electrode 
or oxydisable element is characterised by the employment of 
anhydrous ferrous oxide, which is reducible to the metallic 
state electrolytically. 

Claim 2.— An improved reversible galvanic battery 
employing an alkaline electrolyte and characterised by the 
use, in the make-up of its positive role electrode, of a 
depolariser consisting of а non-colluidal hydrated oxide of 
nickel, as distinguished from the colloidal form of such oxide 
produced by the usual methods. 

Claim 3.—A reversible galvanic battery employing 
perforated receptacles as explained for holding the active 
material of the electrodes, and characterised by the admixture 
with the active material of flake-like non-active conducting 
material, such as micaceous graphite, the particles of which 
are larger in size than the perforations in the receptacle, the 
surface of such flakes being coated with a finely divided 
active material by pressing the two materials together while 


in a plastic state and in such a manner that the size of the 
flakes shall not to any considerable extent be diminished to 
enable them to pass through such perforations, and the 
relative proportion of the two materials being such that 
substantially all the active material will be in electrical - 
contact with the surface of the conducting flake-like 
material. КАН 

Claim 4.—An improved reversible galvanic battery em- 
ploying an alkaline solution and characterised by the use of 
perforated receptacles for containing either of the active 
materials or for separately containing both of the active 
materials, which are sustained within the receptacle under 
pressure, the receptacles being made of an elastic metal, such 
as spring steel, nickel-plated or not as may be desired, the 
elasticity of the walls of the receptacles being so propor- 
tioned relatively to the expansive and contractive tendencies 
of the active material, that any increase or diminution in 
the bulk of the active material shall be included within the 
elastic limits of such walls, so that continuous contact will 
be maintained between the active material and the contain- 
ing receptacles, regardless of expansion or contraction of the 
active material. 

Claim 5.—An improved reversible galvanic battery having 
the general characteristics above recited and further charac- 
terised in that each perforated receptacle is crimped around 
the edges of an appropriately shaped opening in a suitable 
supporting grid or plate, as set forth. 

Claim 6.—An improved reversible galvanic battery having 
the before recited characteristics and further characterised 
by the corrugating of the outer walls of the metal recep- 
tacles to increase the strength and thereby permit the use 
of thinner material. 

Claim 7.—An improved reversible galvanic battery having 
the before-recited characteristics and further characterised 
by making the receptacles of two cups or sections, one having 
deeper sides than the other, so that when the sections are 
subjected to compression to crimp them in position in the 
supporting grid or plate, the deeper walls of the first section 
will be crimped over upon the bottom of the other section 
to lock the sections rigidly together and to the grid or 
plate, as set forth, and each cup being formed from blanks 
cut from a perforated metallic ribbon having imperforate 
margins, the side edges of each cup being located outside of 
the perforations. 

The patent specification, No. 20,072, 1901, describes the 
use of the metal magnesium as the receiver of the plated 
and active metal zinc. Edison states: © I have found from 
experiment that zinc is deposited in spongy form on different 
metals from an alkaline solution, largely because of local 
electric action between the zinc and such metal,” and this 
causes the deposit to be non-adherent and ineffective. 
Amalgamating with mercury prevents the local action to 
some extent, but not thoroughly. Не says further: **I find 
that in practice the magnesium is not attacked, but 
remains absolutely neutral. There is no local action between 
the two metals, and neither hydrogen nor zinc hydroxide is 
formed." “With my improved battery the zinc is plated 
out of the solution upon the magnesium support in a dense 
and adherent form, and even with a large volume of current, 
very considerable amounts of zinc can be thus deposited 
before the surface assumes a non-coherent character. І 
cannot explain why the magnesium is not attacked, and why 
loval action does not take place thereon, as ordinarily mag- 
nesium is much more oxidizable than zinc. I believe, how- - 
ever, as а result of numerous experiments, that the phe- 
nomenon is satisfactorily explained by the supposition that 
the magnesium is coated with an extremely thin layer of 
oxide insoluble in the liquid, and that the zinc is deposited 
upon said film of oxide, and not upon the metal itself. If 
this supposition is correct, then the electric charges of the 
zinc ions apparently pass to the metal through this layer." 
Edison claims the use of the metal magnesium upon which 
the active metal is electro-deposited, and also the combina- 
tion with a nickel-oxygen depolariser. 

It will not serve any useful purpose to criticize and com- 
pare the Edison patents and processes described therein, 
with resuscitated old patents and similar processes. Mr. 
Edison is a worker, and his patents bear evidence of his hard 
plodding work, and of the patience and perseverance he has 
given to this subject. He has undoubtedly advanced our 
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knowledge of the alkaline genus tribe of storage batteries, 
and of the special preparations of metals, copper, iron, 
nickel, and zinc for use with such solutions. "The reading 
of the specifications come fresh, and brings one up to date. 

The comparison of his iron-oxide of nickel battery as to 
first cost, output, and cost of upkeep, with the lead-oxide of 
lead battery, and with other batteries in the market, will be 
of interest, and I propose to deal with this part of the sub- 
ject in a further article. 


- 


NEW PATENTS AND ABSTRACTS OF 
PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


REW PATENTS, 1903. 


ber cues Ac igh this journal 
м, Holborn, Lo 
inquiries should be addressed. 


19,488. u Means for operating electrically the signals on electric railways 
and tramways.” J.P. TigRMNEY and J, MaLone. June 2nd. 


12,511. “A new or improved method for cleaning and burnishing electro- 
plated articles, silver, steel and other metals." R. T. MkeNck. June 2nd. 


19,517. "Improvements in multiplex telegraphy.” G. L. HoaaAN. June 2nd. 


12,586. "Improvements іп connection with electric tramcars.“ J. BLACK 
and T. Hoce. June 2nd. (Complete.) 


12,547. Improvements in making electrolytic baths.” F. vom LIEBERMANN, 
June 2nd. (Complete.) 


12,554. Improved means and apparatus for telephonic communication.” 
SixwzNs Bros. & Co., LTD. (Siemens & Halske, Aktien-Gesellschaft, Germany.) 
June 2nd. (Complete.) 


19,556. “Improvements in thermo-electric batteries." H. KIEFER. June 2nd, 


12,570. Improvements in and relating to telephonic instruments.“ I. B. 
Birnsaum. June 2nd. (Complete.) 


12,58. Improvements in current reversing mechanism for oscil'ating 
electricity meters." Р. M. ЈсвтісЕ. (Theiler & Co., Switzerland, and P. Libig, 
Germany.) (Complete.) June 2nd. 


12,581. Improvements in electric traction apparatus.” A. ZEHDEN. June 
2nd. (Complete.) 

12,582. An improved system of electric lighting." W. L. Wise. (The 
Moore Electrical Company, United States.) June 2nd. (Complete.) 


12,607. ‘‘Improvements in or relating to electric tramcars and the like.“ 
W. G. INGLEFIZLD and Н. G. Hackett. June 3rd. 


12,624. ‘Improvements in dynamo-electrio machines and motors." W. R. V. 
MARSHALL. June 8rd. 

19,671. Improve ments relating to telephone systems.“ 
June 8rd. (Complete.) 


12,688. “Improvements in or relating to polyphase current transform’ rs.” 
W. P. THompson. (Berliner Maschinenbau-Actien-Ge:ellschaít, vorms Is L. 
Schwartzkopff, Germany.) June 3rd. (Complete.) 

12,689. “ Improvements in and relating to combinations of electric switches 
and wall plugs.” А. УлкрАм. June 8rd. 

12,691. ''Improvéd process for the electrolytic decomposition of alkaline 
-chlorides and a] paratus therefor.” H.Cursnop and С. Fournier. June 8rd. 


12,694. ‘Improvements in or relating to coils for dynamo-clectric machines.“ 
L. Louner and Е. PonscHk, June 8rd. 


12,607. Improvements in perforators for use in connection with automatic 
telegraph transmitters” A.MvinikAD. June 8rd. 


12,700. “Improvements relating to the manufacture of active material for 
the plates of electric accumulators.” S. А. RosENTHAL. June 8rd. 


12,708. "Improvements in the electrical production of iron alloys with tke 
Sinn or pia production of alkaline oxides and alkalire earths.” G. GIN. 
June А 


12,706. Improvements in wireless telegraph systems." С. D. EHRET. June 
8rd. (Complete.) 


12,786. Electric doo: contact." F. E. Linnerr. June 4th. 


13,787. “Improvements in or relating to blowing-off machines for electric 
lamp bulbs.” A. Swan. June 4th. (Complete.) 


12,788. “ Improvements in or relating to means or apparatus for cffec'ing an 
all glass seal between the stem which carries the filament of an inc ander cent 
electric lamp and the enclosing bulb." A. Swan. June 4th. (Complete.) 


12,789. “Improvements in or relating to bases for incandescent electrio 
lamps, and in means or apparatus for manufacturing tke seme." А. Swan. 
June 4th. (Complete.) 


12,749. An improvement in electrical com munications for railways and 
other purposes.“ С. M. A. CULVERHOUBE and F. V. CULVERHUUSE. June 4th. 
(Complete.) 2 

12,752. VFL in testing the insu' ation of electric cables." E. A. 
CLAREMONT at d C. J. BEAVER. June 4th. 


12,755. Method for reducing or entirely suppressing synchronising currents 
of single or multiphase alternators working in parallel." E. Когвьх. June dth. 
(Complete.) ; 

12,764. “Improvements relating to brush-holders for dynamo- electric 


machines and similar apparatus." Н. H. Laxe. (General Electric Company, 
United States.) June 4th. 


12,765. “Improvements in and relating to the distribution of electricity.” 
H. Н. Laxe. (General Electric Company, United States.) June 4th. 


12,766. Improve ments relating to apparatus for cleaning electric lamp 
filaments.” H. H. Laxe, (General Electric Company, United States) June ith. 

12,767. Improvements relating to the control of el: сігіс motors.“ H.H. 
LAKE. (General Electric Company, United States.) June 4th. 


12,763. “An improvement in electro-magnetic detents.“ BikMENS Bros. and 
Company, LIMITED, and А. SIEMENS. June dth. 


12,798. ‘Improve ments in the electrolytic refining of copper." THs METALS 
CORPORATION, ListiTED, and 8. Cowrkn-CoLEs. June 4th. 


12,828. “Improvements in electrica] measuring instruments.“ А. C. HEAP 
and W. O. Sunn. June 5th, 


12,57. Improve ments in and relating to ste rage batteries.“ W. E. Wix- 
sinr., June oth. (Complete.) 


12,870. "Improvements in or connected with apparatus for charging electric 
accumulators.” Бост LHA NOL and MENU Er. (Date applica for under 
Patents Act, 1001, November 14th, 1001, being date of application in France) 
June 6th. (Complete.) 


W. P. Тиомрвон & Oo., Electrical Patent 
W. O., and at Liverpool, to whom all 


C. 9. BURKE. 


12,951. "Improvements relating to electro-magnetic switches." O. 
BcuwiMMER, I. 5снок and M. B. BcHwimMER. June 6th. 


12,956. ‘Improvements in transmitting apparatus for electric telegraphs.” 
a M. Justice. (The Rowland Telegraphic Company, United States.) June 
th. | 

12,958. “Improvements in switches for electric motors.“ 
(General Electric Company, United States.) June 6th. 

12,959. Improvements in machines for winding insulating tape on the coils 
of electrical apparatus." Н. H. LAKE. (General Electric Company, United 
States.) June 6th. 

12,960. “Improvements in electrical conductors.” Н. Н. Lake. (General 
Electric Company, United S:ates.) June 6th. 


18,097. An improved coin-freed machine or apparatus for administering 
electricity." J. JorEH. June 7th. 


Н. Н. Laxe. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


Copies of any of these Bpecifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 829, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


- 1800. 


0,848. ‘improvements in polyphase induction motors.” 8.G.Lamme. Dated 
April 12th, 1909. Relates to polyphase indaction motors in which two or more 
independent windings are provided, in order that rotating fields having different 
pumbers of poles may be produced, and the motor enabled to run at twoor 
more different speeds. 2 claims. 


6,961. ''Aa Improved Isstrumont for measuring olectrio onrreate.” 4. J. Steele. 
Dated April 12th, 190. A tapered iron core is suspended from an a'm of a hori- 
zontal bar, which is supported only by the inner ends of two or more flat spiral 
springs, their outer ends being clamped оп а support fixed adjustably on a slotted 
back plate by a screw. One end of the horizontal bar is formed into a painter 
which moves in front of a graduated arc. An extension of the core moves with 
а little friction in a perforated guide. The core is acted on by a stationary coil; 
tt ey may be replaced by equivalent devices. The instrument may be used as 
ammeter or voltmeter. 6 claims. 


6,074. “Да b system or means for controlling or regulating electrical 
lastailations.” W. P. Thompson. (C. Coerper, Germaay.) Dated April 12th, 1900, 
At central stations the electrical controlling apparatus and the mechanical 
o ntrolling apparatus are placed in close proximity. The subsidiary devices, 
which do not require attentton, are placed under the floor or engine foundation 
in order to avoid crowding. 


7,070. “improvements relating to telephones.” J. C. Kasals and А 
Dated April 12th, 1900. A telephone receiver is combined with a microphone 
by forming an iron case with a central cylindrical projection acting on its hollow 
Ride asa cavity for the carbon granules and otherwise as the cone for the coils. 
The microphone is closed by a dampiog ring and carbon disc bearing against 
the diaphragm; a buff isalso employed in the bottom о! а tube, The coils act 
as a secondary and primary in an induction coil; the secondary also forms the 
receiver coil. The microphone is provided with a curved moutbpiece, and the 
apparatus is sdap'ed to rest on a stand provided with the ordinary switching 
contact. The provisional specification also refers to the microphone being 
separate from the receiver. 6 claims. 


7,082. ''improvements ia printing telegraphs.” L. Corehotan! and C. Moradelii. 
Dated April 17th, 1900. A tape printing telezraph consists of transmitting and 
receiving apparatus modifled irom those described in Specifications Nos. 10,040 
and 20,889, A. D. 1899, so that the printing of each letter is effected by a succession 
of similar currents, without the use of different relays, such as those descr.bed 
in Specification No. 18,729, a.b. 1896. 4 claims. 


7,084. “improvements in or relating to electric motors." A. J. Воші. (0. И. 
Pleper aud A. F. Pieper, U.S.A.) Dated April 17th, 1100. An alternating current 
motor is constructed with field windings, armature coils, commutator and 
brushes all connected in series, as customary in constant current motors. For 
the purpose of controlling the motor a permanent shunt containing a variable 
resistance is connected across the brushes. Sparking at the brushes is pre- 
vented, and the power factor ís increased by connecting the armature coils to the 
commutator rections through resistance coils, which are wound on the armature 
core. J claims. 


7,088. ‘improvements ln or relating te multipolar electric machines.” $. Short. 
Dated April 17th, 1900. In a multipolar machine a balancing effect is obtained, 
and sparking prevented, by connecting together a number of points on the 
armature winding, similarly situated with reference to the field poles by means 
of a low-resistance conductor, such as a copper ring. The ctfect may be 
improved by connecting together a number of other symmctrically-disposed 


points by means of a second ring. The brushes are connected alternately tothe 
rings. 4 claims. 


7,100. “A mew or improved device for fixiag incandesoenoe olectilo lamps.” 
L. J. P. Hollab and H. Mignal. Dated April 17tb, 1900. A lamp bulb is made with 
& flat projection carrying contact plates, or the bulb may carry a similarly 
formed metal projection. The upper part of a metal cap is slit longitudinally to 
form spring tongues which grip the neck of the bulb. ‘The cap contains a plate 
slotted so that the projection can be pa:sed through it and beat up at tbe sides 
of the slot to hold the projection, as shown when the lamp is turned through в 
right angle after being placed inthe cap. The cap may be provided with pins 
to engage a bayonet-joint holder, or with a projecting edge and a loose 


coupling ring to screw on a holder, во that the plates bear on spring plungers. 
claim. 


7,100. ''improvements la electric raliways on a surface contact sysiom.” J, M. 
Murphy. Dated April 17th, 1900. Electric railways and tramways on a sectional 
conductor system with electro-magnetic switches. The switch magnets have fine 
wire and thick wire windings, and the head of the armature is always in contact 
with the contact connected to the sectional conductors. Tae switch is excited 
in the first instance by a battery curient from the vehicle flowing through the 
sectional conductor contacts, spring plate and fine wire winding to the return. 
This circuit is broken when the armature moves away from the adjustable 
plates, but the main circuit is then completed between the contacts through 
the thick coils from the feeder to the vehicle. To supply the battery current 
the driver's controller has, in addition to the regular resistances and reversing 
contacts for the motor, two steps which work on to the trolley and the battery 
contacte, £0 that the battery first supplies and then receives current from the 
trolley, which runs on the sectional conductors. 8 claims. 


7,108. ‘improvements in or connected with magneto-clectric machines." F. R. 
Simons and R. Bosob. Dated April 17th, 1900. A magneto-electric machice, 
chiefly for use in connection with electric ignition devices for internal com- 
bustion engines, is so arranged that the armature or an inductor enclosing 
the same shall be continuously rotated, either directly or indirectly by the 
motor crankshaft, 4 claims. 


7,109. “improvements in electro-magnetic eolie.” R. Varley. Dated April 
17th, 1900. An electro-magnetic coil is constructed by winding bare wire in 
layers on a tubular paper core, adjacent convolutions being insulated from one 
another by an insulating strand fibre, or by a covered wire. Successive l«yers 
are separated by thin paper tubes, and the core is composed of paper saturated 
or coated with paraflin. 4 claims. 


7,133. ‘* improvemente in eleotric Incandecoonce lamps." М. М. Lake. (S. D. 
Washbure and C. H. Tinkhau) Dated April 17th, 1000. A retlector is supported 
within a lamp held by a glass tube sealed at its inner end by the leading in 
wires, and at its outer end by the neck of the bulb. The tilament is preferably 
helical, with its axis parallel to the surface of the reflector. 1 claim. 
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One hears from time to time a good deal of criticism of 
English methods in regard to workshop practice. Some of 
the criticiam is founded on good solid fact, but a very large 
proportion of it, and practically all that which appears in 
the daily press, is founded on sheer ignorance of facts and 
of matters of engineering fitness. Foremost in this mass of 
criticism we have noted the question of automatic machines 
of the capstan order. These machines make bolts, studs, 
valve pillars, knobs, nuts, and an immense variety of other 
pieces from rods which pass through the hollow spindle of 
the machine, and are turned to shape and cut off complete 
finished articles at very small cost in labour, but with a con- 
siderable waste of material, e. )., in the case of bolts, which 
are made from hexagon rolled steel, of the shape of the 
head, the body of the bolt being simply turned down. 
For small knobs, nuts, small bolts, studs, and similar things 
the automatic machine is very suitable, but it is often used 
to make articles which ought not to be made out of the solid 
bar. For example, so far as regards shape, the pillars of a 
stop valve are quite suited for automatic work, and во аге 
the ecventric rod bolts of an engine; but it is not right that 
either of these articles should be made thus. The inside of 
а mild steel rod is not so good as the outside, and in turning 
down bolts or similar articles from the solid bar the best of 
the material is cut away, and the result is a bad piece of 
work. The heads of bolts во made are very liable to fail. 

Of the mild steel rods for automatic work that come 
into this country we find that much of the American 
product is very bad and variable. One bar will be 
sound and tough, the next will be short and rotten, and will ` 
break like cast-iron; such material is not safe stuff from 
which to make bolts by which anything important is attached. 
Care and intelligence are needed in selecting the jobs for 
automatic machines. A plain screwed stud, for example, is 
quite suitable. А large bolt is just as unsuitable. Steam 
engines and other machinery can be made of correct form 
and to look well with all parts of nice and correct shape, but 
the work may be absolutely rotten in respect of the material 
employed and of the mode of construction. 

Let us take such details as connecting-rod bolts and valve 
pillars that are made on automatic machines in America, 
and see how they are made in England. Probably the 
Horsfall forging machine is used. A white-hot bar of 
iron is thrust in the machine. Two laterally-moving dies 
advance and grip it fast. An end plunger advances 
and upsets the head, which is forged to hexagon or 
other shape by laterally-moving side hammers, A shears 
cuts off the finished length. The process is rapid, there is 
no waste of material, one man or boy alone is needed, and a 
sound bolt is the result, that can be depended upon not 
readily to fail. 'The forged bolt is turned rapidly to size 
in а vertical machine and screwed in a cheap machine, and 
its head is shaped by a special broaching machine. It is 
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questionable whether there is much difference in cost between 
the English and the American system, and there is no com- 
parison between the qualities. 

There is a large trade done in America in portable engines, 
which are sold in competition with the East, Anglian article. 
Compare the two machines. An English portable engine 
has substantial“ cast-iron saddles rivetted to the boiler. 
These are planed level by setting the whole boiler on a 
planing machine, and planing off the two saddles. The 
surfaces are thus made true and parallel with each other. 
On these saddles the cylinders and crank brackets are bolted. 
In the American article the cylinder is simply attached to 
the boiler shell by studs screwed into the latter. Parts 
that are forgings in the English engine are castings in 
the American; cast-steel becomes cast-iron; gun-metal 
cocks become soft-brass automatic work, and so on, and 
our friends of the Daily Dirge have not the knowledge 
except to write the English machine down as clumsy and 
needlessly heavy, andsoon. The trath is that people have 
allowed themselves to be scared by the shouting of the 
Americans, Sometimes we think that the Americans really 
do believe that all their productions are superior to any others. 
We concede to them much that is good, many things in 
which they have excelled, but, taken all round, their 
products are simply eacrificed to the vice of rapid shop work. 
A manufacturing engineer informs us that he has had many 
American tools, but that they all wear out very rapidly. 
Although he had only had some of them for about three years, 
he was compelled to replace the whole of the beds. Scraper 
marks in American cast-iron are all gone in six months, and 
of one class of machine — he named several makers 
of it—he avers he will not have another in his shop. Good 
designs—and no one can say that many of the American 
machine tools are not well-designed and handy tools—are 
simply ruined by cheap, soft material. It is not a question 
of scrapping in five years, but of being past accurate work in 
12 months. 


Again, what English crane maker will make the hook of 
a big crane except of the best forging he can produce? We 
are told that American overhead shop travellers have cast 
hooks—not east-iron, we hope, but cast. American methods, 
so much called for, are not wholly applicable to English 
work. Americans do not secure interchangeable parts any 
better than the most ordinary English shop, and though we 
would have our manufacturing engineers wake up and be on 
the alert for what is new and good, we would warn them 
not to give way to the panic of cheapness, and make stuff 
that is not reasonably durable. The great scrap heap gospel 
is very good in its place, but there is no doubt it has been 
very largely preached from motives akin to those of the 
Irishman who killed the sick pig to save its life. When a 
machine tool is likely to be irretrievably worn out at five 
years of age it is just as well to persuade the owner to 
scrap it at four years as obsolcte. 


Obsolete is a fine word. So is scrap. They are both 
used as a counterblast to that detestable durability of things 
British that still holds the best markets for British goods. 
If Dritish makers care to do it, they can drop weight and 
durability and all these British vices as easily as the pro- 
verbial crow dropped its bit of cheese to the waiting fox 
below, 


A SERIES of interesting and consequential 
events in connection with electric traction 
will be commenced on Monday next, when 
the second international tramways and light railways exhibi- 
tion is to be opened at the Agricultural Hall, Islington, by 
the Rt. Hon. Gerald Balfour, M.P., President of the Board 
of Trade. The exhibition will remain open to the public from 
July 1st to 12th, and will be visited by thousands of British 
and Continental tramway and electrical men who are anxious 
to keep themselves informed as to the things that are new 
in electrical traction machinery equipments and materials. 
The congress of Continental tramway officials promises to be 
perhaps the most interesting item in the whole programme, 
and our tramway friends will not be lacking in anything 
which may render this brief season of fraternising profitable 
and congenial to their foreign guests. It will be remembered 
that the idea of the present visit of Continentals was set on 
foot by Mr. R. H. Scotter two years ago, when attending the 
Paris Tramway Congress. The excellent reception accorded 
to that gentleman as British representative calls for most 
cordial feelings on our part as hosts. With the exhibition and 
congress, the Kensington conversazione on July 1st, and the 
conference of the Incorporated Municipal Electrical Associa- 
tion, which opens on Wednesday next, electrical engineers 
have plenty to think of just now besides the Coronation. 


Eleotrical Exhibition 
and Meetings. 


M REN AMONGST the batch of cases which have 
Compensation recently occupied the attention of the 
a Master of the Rolls and other members of 

the Court of Appeal, there is one which stands out pre- 
eminent in importance so far as the electrical world is 
concerned. We refer, of course, to the case in which a 
tramway was held to be an “engineering work” within the 
meaning of the Act, with the result that those who are 
employed on the construction or repair of a tramway are 
brought within the provisions of the Act. The facts of this 
momentous case were shortly these: a man was employed 
by the London United Tramways, Limited, to repair a 
portion of their line between Hanwell and Acton. It 
appears that a portion of the company’s system is in strict- 
ness a “light railway " ; but nothing turned upon this, and 
there was nothing to show whether the accident in question 
happened upon the tramway or the light railway. By Sub- 
Sec. (2) of Sec. 7, а railway within the meaning of the Act 
is defined to be the railway of any railway company to which 
the Regulation of Railways Act, 1873, applies, and it 
includes a light railway made under the Light Railways 
Act, 1897 ; while * railway " and “railway company " have 
the same meaning as in those Acts. “ Engineering work” 
means any work of construction or alteration or repair of a 
railroad, harbour, dock, canal, or sewer. The County Court 
judge held that * railroad " was synonymous with “ rail- 
way, and that it did not include a tramway. Не 
accordingly dismissed the application. On appeal this 
decision was reversed, the Master of the Rolls saying :— 
“The Legislature has introduced the word ‘railroad,’ a 
different word from * railway, which they had used before. 
There is no vehement presumption in this Act that the 
Legislature when they used different words meant the same 
thing. The word ‘railroad’ is clearly capable of 
including tramway, and in itself it seems a good word for 
describing a tramway. It seems to me to be clear 
that they intended to include a tramway and something 
else.“ One or two points call for observation in connection 
with this judgment. In the first place, no stress was laid 
upon the fact that the tramway iu question was an electric 
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tramway ; hence the principle enunciated in the case applies 
to every tramway in the kingdom, whether the same їв 
worked by horses, steam, or other mechanical power. 10 is 


. obvious that this involves a very material extension of the 


scope of the Workmen’s Compensation Act; for the laying 
of a tramway in a thoroughfare involves the completion of 
a number of operations which cannot be said to be fraught 
with much danger to the workers who carry them out. The 
judicial interpretation which is given to the word “ railroa D 
in this case opens up a long vista of litigation in the 
future. 


Four cities in Greece, and later on a 
„Ап Ancient and fifth, besides an electric railway, to be 
odern Combine. . 
supplied from a central power station— 
is a sight for the gods! The Acropolis of Athens, with 
the Temple of Theseus, within sight of the new electric 
plant! "The difficulties to be overcome in Greece were very 
great—no coal of a steam producing quality, nor any avail- 
able water power—and yet private enterprise, backed by 
American manufacturing and technical skill, has developed 
the electrical industry in this ancient part of the world to & 
gurprising extent. One of the great difficulties in the way 
of the manufacturers in Greece, has been the heavy cost of 
coal imported from abroad, and electricity is now intro- 
duced to supply the necessary power, and do in Greece 
what private enterprise is endeavouring to accomplish in 
England, in spite of the opposition of municipalities and 
legislative obstruction. The central power plant has been 
constructed at New Phaleron, and will supply Athens (five 
miles distant), Piræus, besides the ancient ard modern 
Phalerons, and eventually Cephisia. It is equipped with 
8,620 H.P., and consequently ranks among the most 
important Continental electric supply stations. The enter- 
prising Thomson-Houston Company supply the system. 
It is interesting to find the ancient Greeks adopting 
the most modern system of electricity supply. There is 
a large power station to generate current for long- 
distance transmission, instead of putting down isolated 


works for provision of the limited areas of single towns, 


and Athens can already boast of a demand for 
electric light far beyond that of many of our large towns, 
viz., 40,000 10-c.P. incandescent and 260 arc lamps, and 
with the supply of power on much more favourable terms 
than have been possible with steam, the manufacturing 
interests will be materially improved. 

An interesting and beautifully illustrated account of the 
progress of Electricity in Greece was recently 
contributed to Cassier’s Mayazine—by Mr. Frank W. 
Jackson, of Patras—who thus moralises upon the change 
which the electrical engineer is introducing into the most 
ancient cities of Greece, he says :— 


As one stands in the shadow of one of the tall chimneys of the 
plant already completed, with the Acropolis and the temple of 
wingless Victory silhouetted against the afternoon sky, and the 
Mediterranean behind him lapping the sands in the same dignified 
way it did for Theseus of old, one must prick himself to make sure 
he is not dreaming. The din of carpenter's hammer, the rasp of 
the mason’s trowel, the rush and roar of the suburban train on one 
side, and the clatter of the street car on the other, all these are 
marks of materialism, the stamp of present-day progress, which at 
first thought, seem out of harmony with their classic surroundings 
But the most able statesmen of the old school were, after all is said, 
the most practical, and dreamed dreams, twenty-three centuries ago 
for their country, which are but being fulfilled to-day. And if 
Themistocles, to whom the Pireus was as the apple of his eye, could 
come upon the scene, taking his bearings from the Acropolis, which 


he would still recognise, he might, perhaps, be heard to say, I told 


you so; I told you so.” 
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NOTES ON THE RESISTIVITY OF TRACK 
AND COLLECTOR RAILS AS AFFECTED 
BY THE CHEMICAL COMPOSITION, &. 


By SYDNEY WOODFIELD. 


THE conductance of steel depends on the chemical con- 
stituents of the metal, as well as on its physical properties, 
and it is noteworthy to remark that the conductance is 
reduced considerably by a very small increase in the per- 
centage of another element alloyed with it, this being the 
case even when a metal having a higher conductance than 
the steel itself is the alloy. There appears to be very little 
information regarding the conductivity of steel having dif- 
ferent physical properties. One would expect the specific 
resistance of an ordinary running rail to increase after being 
some time in use, owing to the re-arrangement of the fibres, 
and as to whether the fact that a rail is carrying current 
continuously materially affects the problem, is a subject of 
considerable scientific interest. The various constituents of 
ordinary rails and their effects are briefly set forth below. 

Carbon produces hardness, but it is liable to make the 
rail brittle, unless extreme care is taken in the manufacturing 
process, and in the proportioning of the other chemical 
constituents. The specific resistance rises rapidly with an 
increase of carbon. 

Manganese is really necessary during the blow in the con- 
verter for certain chemical purposes, and produces ductility. 
in the rolling process, but in excess causes crystallisation in 
the rails, and also causes the metal to flow under traffic. 
Manganese also largely increases the specific resistance. - 

Silicon tends to produce a denser ard more compact metal, 
and helps toward small crystallisation and fluidity. 

Sulphur makes the metal seamy, aud is a very objection- 
able impurity. 

Phosphorous is also objectionable, producing brittleness, 
but it has been stated by the Commtttee appointed by the 
Board of Trade to inquire into loss of strength in rails, that 
phosphorous may exist in at least two different forms, one of 
which is comparatively innocuous, hence, in a broad sense, 
brittleness does not depend on the total amount of phosphorous 
present. 

Against this, however, Mr. Dudley, of the New York 
Central and Hudson River Railroad, states that he has not 
been so fortunate as to find a part of the phosphorous 
“innocuous”? in the rails, and he further states that rails 
having 0:08—0'1 per cent. of P have broken more 
frequently in the track than those having from 0°05—0°06 
per cent. of P. 

Of late years the tendency has been to increase the per- 
centage of carbon in order to obtain a hard and tough rail. 
Mr. Parshall (Institution of Electrical Engineers) states that 
English rails a few years back would commonly contain :— 


Carbon sa 0°25—0°35 per cent. 
Manganese ... 0'8 —1°0 per cent. 
Silicon 0°05 per cent. 
Phosphorous 0:06 per cent. 
Sulphur 0:06 per cent. 


Comparing this with the figures given by tbe Inter- 
national Association for testing materials, viz. :— 


Per cent. of 


Rail weight per yard in Ibs. z 


| C. Р. Bi.* | M 
50—59 0 35 —0 45 01 02 07 —10 
60 — 69 0:38— 0748 01 02 ,07 —10 
70—79 04 —0°5 01 02 | 075—105 
80—89 | 043—053 0`1 02 |08—11 
90—100 | 045—0 55 01 02 | 0°83 —1˙1 

| 


* Shall not exceed. 


We see that the percentage of carbon has increased by a 
considerable amount. Even the above figures do not reach 
the limit, as the New York Central and Hudson River Rail- 
road specify for their 100-lb. rail 0°65—0°75 per cent. of 
carbon, and the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Rail- 
road have laid down short lengths of Harveyised steel rails; 
by this process more carbon is absorbed by the head of the 
rail after manufacture, and, according to Tratman, at 
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ys in. in depth an analysis showed 0°76 per cent. of carbon 
and 0°42 per cent. at ; in. : 

H. Le Chatelier (Comptes Rendus de l'Academie des 
Sciences) gives the following table showing the increase in 
resistance with increase in percentage of carbon. 

The specimens on which the experiments were made were 
bars 20 centimetres long and 1 centimetre square ; they 
were annealed several hours at 600° C. 


Resistance per; "m Е Eo postion: NURSES 

Ocin | A 
microhms. C Mn. ' Si, 

100 0:06 0 13 « 005 

12:5 0:2 0:15 0:08 

I4 0:49 0:24 0 05 

16 0:84 0:24 0:13 

18 1:21 0:21 | 011 

18-4 1:4 0 14 0:0) 

190 1:61 013 0:08 


The resistance clearly increases with the amount of 
carbon; its increase is on an average of 7 microhms for 1 
per cent. of carbon by weight, ог 14 microhms for 1 atom 
of carbon per 1,000 atoms of iron and carbon. Ап increase 
of 14 microhms for 1 per cent. of silicon by weight, or 7 
microhms for 1 atom of silicon per 1,000 atoms of alloy. 
The author is led to the conclusions that in steel the silicon 
is not isolated in the form of a homogeneous mixture, solid 
solution or isomorphous mixture. The figures given in 
Table No. 1 also show the increase of resistance as affected 
by the chemical composition. Mr. Parshall further shows 
that the Dublin rails after 2} years in service, and when 
tested in position, gave a resistance as compared with copper 
of 10:4, which is equivalent to 0°45 ohm as the resistance 
of 1 mile of 1 sq. in. section at 20? C., which corresponds 
on а 76-10. rail to a resistance of 0°0295 ohm per mile of 
single track, or 0:0147 ohm per mile of double track. Mr. 
Philip Dawson, in his ** Electric Traction" pocket book, 
gives the following table :— 


SECTIONAL AREA OF RAILS AND CORRESPONDING COPPER 
Вохріхс FOR DOUBLE TRACK;'AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, 


Equivalent in copper. | 


: Total A Е 
Sm sectional Béctional: l | No“ Resistance 
bs. per yd. rea іп E s dea O Wide а ооо 
— —— — — — = — — zi — = Е —— 
50 20 | 333 1 3:33 | 20 00121 
60 24 | 400 1 400 24 00101 
70 28 | 4°66 1 4 66 28 00086 
80 | 32 | 533 1 | 533 32 00575 
90 36 | 6:00 | 1 6:00 36 0 0067 
6:66 1 6:66 40 0 0060 


It must be borne in mind that in taking the resistance of 
a track already in position by sending through it a pre- 
determined current and measuring the potential drop by 
means of the pilot wires does not give the true resistance, as 
current passes from the rails to earth and joins the rails at 
other points; thus the true resistance may be considerably 
higher than the apparent resistance found by this method. 
Mr. Parshall states that at Dublin on three different sec- 
tions the apparent resistance was 61 per cent., 73 per cent. 
and 75 per cent: of the calculated resistance, the calculated 
resistance being taken from individual rails, taking into 
account an allowance for joints, fishplates, &c. In a recent 
test I carried out on a small tramway, І found that just 
over 20 per cent. of the current was leaking from the rails 
and joining again at various points. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Dawson does not state where and how the rails were 
laid in the table given above; in any case the resistance per 
mile appears to be remarkably low, and indicates that about 
90 per cent. of the current was leaving the rails and 
returning by the earth. At Bristol the resistance as com- 
pared with copper of the 76-lb. rails is 10°5, which corre- 
sponds to a resistance of 0'451 ohm for 1 mile of 1 sq. in. 
at 20° C., assuming the specific resistance of copper as 0°68 
microhm per inch cube at 20° C. These figures also given by 
Mr. Parshall compare very closely with the figures given for 


Dublin. The following are values given by American and 
Continental firms as representing standard practice :— 


Resistance per mile 


Resista - Resistance of 1 mile f 
No. | paved with copper. 1aq-in.at20 C. | Souhle track 100-1b. ra- g. 
| | | 
1| 113—125 1 0485—0535 | 98155 ohm. 
2 121 | 0:52 00.43  , 
3 118 | 0:506 00140 „ 
4 11:5 | 0:499 0:0138 5 
5 123 0:53 00145 „ 
6 121 0:52 00143 „ 


The first column are figures given by the companies, and 
the second and third columns have been figured therefrom, 
on the assumption that the specific resistance of copper is 
0:68 microhms per inch cube at 20? C. These figures are 
fairly high, the reason being a somewhat large percentage 
of carbon and manganese. The following data (given in the 
Electrical Engineer, New York, by R. L. Warner) is of 
considerable interest. The tests were made by the drop of 
potential method, and figures given are the resistance per 
mile of double track. 


A. No bonds, dry weather dis 07675 ohm. 
B. Bonded and cross bonded, dry 00797 „ 
C. » э, 7 99 wet 0 0717 ?* 
D. 2 with continuous wire, wet 00207 „ 
E. 93 29 » »9 dry 0 0254 » 
Кк. э no continuous wire, dry 00577 „ 


In case *B" the track was bonded with iron wire 
of different sizes, principally No. 8 B and S gauge. 
“D” was bonded with No. 3 copper wire, rivetted 
to rails and soldered at each bond to а continuous 
copper wire of the same gauge; rails were cross-bonded 
every 200 ft. “E” was similar to “D,” but bonds 


TABLE I.—INrLUENOE OF CHEMICAL COMPOSITION ON CON- 
DUCTIVITY OF STEEL. Н. Е. PARSHALL, FROM Dawson. 


е 2 $4 3 с. 

& 5 | : 838 Soa 9 2 2 
i 8 ; 8 82 2,3 2855 
3 POR ng Hi ERR 
3 5 5 8 $ 822 28 $3225 
een eee asig" 

| MON — ИРДЕ 
0378 0 550 , 0181 | 0040 0041 | 108, 0468 00117 
0446 ' 0:565 0 188 0046 0044 ! 111 | 0486 , 00121 
0536 0 592 0201 0051 ; 0059 | 113 04190 00122 
0:568 0608 0204 0:053 | 0:061 | 114, 0495 ' 00124 
0:588 , 0:632 0:214 0056 | 0065 | 115 0499 ^ 0 0125 
0:610 | 0650 0:220 | 0062 | 0071 | 111 | 0:560* 00126 


| | 


* This figure sbould evidently be 0:522, assuming the resistance compared with 
copper at 12:1; if 0560 be correct resistance compared with copper should be 
12 95 


Last column із calculated from Mr. Parshall's figures. 


TABLE II.—RxsisTANCE OF ONE MILE or TRACK. 


| Resistance | Resistance 
Weight Area single per mile per mile of 
per yard. | track sq. in. single track double track 
in ohms. іп ohms. 


10 per cent. added for 
resistance of bonds. 


Double. 


| 

| Bingle. | 
70 7x2 00323 · 00161 |. 00353 0:0176 
75 75 „ 2 00301 | 00150 | 00331 | 00105 
80 8x2 00283 ' 00141 00311 | 00155 
85 85x 2 | 00266 00133 00292 0:0147 
90 9x2 0:0250 | 0:0125 0:0275 C0137 
95 95x 2 00238 | 0-0119 0-0261 0:0130 
100 10 x 2 ! 00226 | 0:0248 0:0124 


0 0113 | 


Norm.—Areaof rail = Weicht per yard 


weight per vard 


| 12 x 3 x 284 10°2 

Weight of a cubic in. of steel taken as 284 lb. In above table area 
of rail has been taken 210 of weight per yard in place of 105 of 
weight per yard. 
0°68 microhm per in. cube at 
with copper as 10:5. 


soldered to rails as well as rivetted, and cross bonds 
at more frequent intervals. “Е” was bonded with 
two No. 4 galvanised iron wires. It will be seen that in 
both cases the apparent resistance in dry weather is con- 
siderably higher than in wet weather, owing to the greater 


Specific resistance of copper taken as 
C., and resistance of steel compared 
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leakage through earth in wet weather. It will be noticed 
that 10 per cent. has been added for the resistance due to 
bonding, gathering, &c.; this figure has been taken to 
represent conditions after a few years, and is about the 
figure found from actual tests. Of course, if tested 
immediately after bonding, the resistance taken over a joint, 
including conductivity due to fish plates, sole plate and 
bonds, may be less than an equivalent length of the rail. 
In designing a tramway, care must be taken that the 
potential drop in the rails must not exceed the limit of the 
Board of Trade, viz, 7 volts, and this must be taken 
with the distribution of cars in the worst possible condition. 
In sc me cases, however, it is perfectly safe to figure out for a 


Tase III.—RxrsisTaNCE OF ONE MILE OF TRACK. 


| ! 


| Area in Resistance Resistance 
Weirht ^ in per mile rer mile | 10 per cent. added for 
per yard. TN irach single track double track resistance of bonds. 
in ohms. in ohms. 

NE MIEL oM nn Ringle. Е Double. 
70 7 * 2 0 0339 0:0170 00372 ө(-0186 
75 75x2 0:0316 0:0158 00349 ' 00174 
80 8x2 0:0297 00148 . 00327 0 0163 
84 85 x 2 0 0279 0:0139 | 00307 0:0153 
9n 9x2 0:0264 0:0132 | 0 0290 0:0145 
95 9.5 „2 (0250 00125 | 00275 | (0137 

100 10 x2 0:0 237 00118 | 0:0264 0:0130 


| | 


NorE.—Area of тай = Weight per vard _ we gbt per yard 
| 12 X 3 x 0284 10-2 


Weight of cubic in. of steel taken at 284 lb In above table, area 
of rail has been taken as 10 of weight per yard in place of 2 


Specific resistance of copper taken as 0:68 microhm per in. cube at 
20° C., and steel taken as 11 times that of copper. 


drop of about seven volts with maximum load, as the actual 
drop will be considerably less, owing to leakage through 
earth; thus with 7 volts drop calculated, and assuming 
25 per cent. leakage, the apparent drop would be only 5] 
volts. On a light railway using Vignoles rails spiked to 
wooden ties, the leakage would be considerably reduced, and 
it would be, therefore, unsafe to allow for leakage. Of 
courre, the Board of Trade regulations were drawn up to 
limit the leakage as far as possible, and, therefore, the 
calculated drop should be kept down to a minimum. 
Tables 2 and 3 give resistances of tracks, &c., as calculated. 

With third rails we have not to take into consideration 
the mechanical strength and physical properties to such an 
extent as with the running rails, since, of course, there are 
practically no stresses or strains set up asthere are in the 
actual running rails. 

We are, therefore, at liberty to so proportion the chemical 
constituents as to give the least resistance, providing we 
comply with the proportions necessary to give the required 
strength and hardness, bearing in mind, however, that cer- 
tain constituents are required in the process of manufacture. 
It is interesting to compare the following table with those 
given before; these are actual figures taken from samples, 
some of which are beiug used on present day electric 
roads :— 


Percentage of 


Resistance com- 
pared with copper. 


| | 


C Mn. P 8 8 
1 003 | 033 0052 0045, — 692 average 
2 0 03 0-09 0015 003 0011, 66 
3 0045 062 0-04 003 — | 66 
4 | 012 O25 ; 006 |. 005 , — |  O69average 
5 | 005 027 ; 005 , 0:035 — 6:8 


The average resistance compared with copper appears, 
therefore, to be 68 (6°76), or a little over one-half that of 
ordinary steel as used for running rails. "The rail No. 1 in 
the above table was tested after laying, and the ratio com- 
pared with copper came out at 6:92, thus showing that the 
bonding had not appreciably increased the resistance ; this 
test, however, was carried out soon after the laying, and it 
is highly probable that the resistance would be considerably 
increased after a few months’ of running. On the Waterloo 
and City Railroad Mr. Jenkin states that the resistance per 


1,000 yards was found to be 0:051 ohm taken with the drop 
of potential method; this gives approximately 0°09 ohm 
per mile, and taking the sectional area as 44 sq. in., the 
resistance, a8 compared with copper, figures out at 9°35. 
Even including connections, &c., this figure appears to be 
high, and does not compare at all favourably with 6°93 given 


TABLE IV.—RkEsisTANCE oF OnE MILE ок TIIRD RAIL. 


| | 
Area in Resistance per Resistance per | 


Weight 10 per cent. 
per yard ^ ва. іп, mile of rail mile, two rails in added 
in lbs. one rail. in ohms. parallel, in ohins. for bonding. 
Bie Ee сызын ыы ылы: Gen E „ UE PIN _ 
| Single. Double. 
70 170 ; 0:042 | 0:021 0 046 0:023 
75 | 7:5 0:039 | 0019 , 0:013 | 0 0209 
80 | 8'0 0:0366 00184 , 070401 0 0201 
85 8:5 0:0344 | 0:0172 0 038 0 0188 
99 90 00325 00163 0036 | 00178 
95 95 00308 | 0015) 0034 00165 
100 10 0 0294 | 0 0147 | 0 0324 | 0:0162 
i | 
Area of rail taken ав 10 of weight per yard in place of 102 


weight of cubic inch of steel taken as O 284 lb. Specific resistance 
of copper taken as 0°68 microhm per inch cube at 20° C., and steel 
taken at 6:8 times that of copper. 


for the Central London Railroad. On the Manhattan 
Elevated a 6 in. T contact rail is used weighing 100 Ibs. per 
yard; the chemical composition is given as follows :— 

С = 0:073 %, Mn = 0:34 ?, 8 = 0:073 %, Р = 0069 %, 
and it is stated to have about eight times the resistance of 
copper. "The figures in Table No. 4 have been worked out, 
taking the average ratio of steel to copper at 6'8 from the 
above table, and it appears to be fairly correct for lines at 
present running where 10 per cent. has been added on for 
increase of resistance due to bonding, &c. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY AND SUBMARINE 
CABLES. 


By EMILE GUARINI. 


SYNTONY, a8 it 18 called, lends itself to a marvellous extent 
to the realisation of multi-communication in submarine 
telegraphy. 

We will not here explain the comparatively complicated 
mechanism of syntony, for it would lead us beyond the 
limits of this article, but we will return to this subject when 
we discuss the secrecy of despatches sent by wireless tele- 
graphy; we will confine ourselves to saying in a few words 
what it really is, roughly speaking, t.e., disregarding several 
coefficients that should be taken into account. The waves 
have nodes and ventral segments for tension as well as for 
intensity. A receiver or coherer is syntonised when it is 
placed at a ventral segment of the tension, or, better still, 
between two ventral segments of opposite signs, for instance, 
by using a bridge. Hence we вее that if а coherer is con- 
structed to work when we apply to its terminals a difference 
of potential e, 7.e., the difference we get between the ventral 
segments (of tension) of contrary signs, for instance, it will 
not work for other intermediate points (where the tension is 
less than e). Moreover, if we have several coherers working 
for one difference of potential e, and if by means of а current 
with a tension E, we produce waves of different lengths, we 
can see how easy it is to realise multi-communication. All 
that is required is that the ventral segments of the tension of 
the different waves shall not coincide, and that each coherer 
shall correspond with its particular ventral segment. 

The high frequency (Hertzian) waves are all adapted to 
the realisation of syntony ; with their short length it is 
easy to realise the conditions above mentioned. In order 
that the same wire may be traversed by waves of different 
lengtha, as in the last model of the Marconi apparatus 
(English patent, No. 7,777, April 6th, 1900), the inductive 
method, employed by Blondlot, Turpain, &c., must be used. 
In fact, if a wireis connected directly with several oscillators, 
the oscillators will be connected with one another and will 
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form, во to speak, a single discharging circuit. The “ in- 
ductive method " therefore enables the. period of the oscillator 
to be rendered to a certain extent independent of the electric 
constants of the wire, which either conducts to a dist ince or 
radiates into space the electro-magnetic waves (third claim 
of my English patent No. 1,555, of January 24th, 1900). 

Only one method is known—at present at least—of 
realising very high frequency, millions of periods per second, 
for instance; this is the spark, which is to a certain extent 
(see theory in the above-mentioned patent) a very rapid 
interrupter, giving extra closing and breaking currents. 

But to produce the spark, more or less high tensions are 
required, whereas in cables we must not exceed tensions of 
10 and 20 volts, £.e., tensions practically insufficient for the 
production of sparks. Higher tensions would endanger the 
safety of the insulation of the cable. Besides the inductive 
method, therefore, we require at the transmitter the trans- 
formation to low tension of the Hertzian waves. (ELRO- 
TRICAL REVIEW, January 18th, 1901.) 

Moreover, we know that it is advantageous, and we know 
why it is advantageous, to raise the tension in the circuit 
of the coherer. In this case it becomes indeed a necessity, 
since we are obliged to do what is not done in wireless tele- 
graphy, viz., transform the wave into low tension at the 
transmitter. 

The inductive method with transformation at the transmitter 
and the receiver is claimed in my English patent, No. 1,555, 
1900. 

The most simple arrangement for realising this kind of 
telegraphy—an arrangement the results of which I gave in 
the ELECTRICAL Review for January 11th and 18th, 1901 
—is shown in fig. 1. A telephone acts as receiver. It will 
be observed that the transmitter, if we consider the line wire 
as equivalent to the antenna—as I suggest in the third 
claim of my patent—greatly resembles tbe last type of 
Marconi transmitter (ELECTRICAL REVIEW, June 14th, 
1901). In the Marconi transmitter the oscillator is in shunt 
instead of being in series, and a condenser, introduced into 
the circuit of the windings of the two transformers, serves to 
regulate the length of wave. In the experiments I described 


(EnEcTRICAL Review, January 11th and 18th, 1901), I 
used condensers connected in shunt on the oscillator. In 
addition Marconi counects to earth one of the terminals of 
the secondary of the second transformer, which, I have 
reason to believe, is not indispensable or even necessary, 
especially in the kind of telegraphy that is occupying our 
attention (ordinary) It may be otherwise with wireless 
telegraphy, but I think not, when unipolar transformers are 
used, of the Rochefort type, for instance, in which, without 
any connection to earth, all the tension is conveyed on the 
side of the radiating wire. 


Fia. 2. 


Fig. 2 shows the application of the coherer reduced to its 
most simple expression. These two arrangements are 
described, illustrated and claimed in my English patent 
above-mentioned. 

To realise multi-communication, we have only to use an 
arrangement similar to that which Marconi uses for wireless 
telegraphy. In fig. 3 the cable takes the place of the trans- 
mitting antenna, with the Marconi receiver, the transforma- 


tion at the transmitter being the reverse of that used by 
Marconi in wireless telegraphy, for reasons explained 
above. The Slaby method is also applicable (fig. 4). 
The figure clearly indicates in what manner. The trans- 
mitter remains the same as in fig. 3. The receiver is the 


L 


Thr TU 


Fic. 3. 


Slaby receiver; the secondary of the transformer corresponds 
to the receiving antenna (the primary of the transformer 
being the transmitting antenna). 

For those who do not already know it, we will mention 
that the Slaby method of multi-communication in wireless 
telegraphy consists in placing the coherers between ventral 
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Fia. 4. 


segments (of tension) of opposite signs by using wires of 
suitable lengths. This is, in other words, the method which 
M. Turpain (“ Practical Applications of the Electric Waves" 
has applied since 1898 for the realisation of multi-commu- 
nication in ordinary telegraphy. "The arrangement shown 
in fig. 5 is very little different from that shown in fig. 4. 
It is another way of placing tbe coherers between ventral 
segments of different signs. This arrangement serves 
another purpose also. In a former article we showed how, 
with a current of low frequency, transmission by short dis- 
1 


Fia. 5. 


tinct signals could be realised by means of two coherers with 
their batteries suitably arranged. The deviation in either 
direction of the needle of the galvanometer was obtained by 
sending into it positive or negative currents. The arrange- 
ment shown in fig. 5 acts in the aame way for the Hertzian 
waves ; the needle of the galvanometer deviates in one direc- 
tion or the other according to which coherer is influ- 
enced. The length of the wave transmitted will decide 


5K ear 


sale houses to do? 
. public, and to refer them to the retailer, or are they to com- 
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which coherer is influenced. Thus we can with Hertzian 
waves realise either ordinary or wireless telegraphy with a 
coherer by short distinct signals by using for each trans- 
mitting and receiving apparatus а series of two transmitters 
and two receivers. 

(To be concluded.) 


RETAILERS IN THE ELECTRICAL TRADE. 


[COMMUNICATED. ] 


THE grievances of which the retail electrical trade has for 
a long time complained have recently, as most people 
know, culminated in the formation of an association of 
Electrical Contractors. The members of this association 
have combined chiefly for the purpose of forcing the whole- 
sale houses to confine their business entirely to the retailer. 
and to prevent them giving discounts to those members of 
the public who, from the nature of their business or their 
personal relations with the wholesale houses, may consider 
they are entitled to such privilege. Should a wholesale 
honse, despite the association, be caught selling a switch to 
a hotel or a club (perhaps quondam customers of certain 
retailers), then this house is to be boycotted, and the members 
of the association will not retail its goods. These are the 
principles of the association. although it must be admitted 
that thev are not put in quite so nasty a way in the rules; 
nevertheless, the combination will have more or less power 
to enforce them, and, if we admit that business cannot be 
done without the middleman, it would appear on the face of 
it thi the action of the association is justified. It is, of 
course, possible, although not probable, that a wholesale 
electrical house could do business direct with the public by 
obtaining financial control of a considerable number of 


retail concerns: but, as has appeared recently in the changes 


effected in the tobacco trade, to do such a thing only causes 
those retailers not affected to combine with an opposition 
house, and the position ig practically ав you were.” 

The grievances of which the retailers have complained 
are chiefly—(1) The selling of goods such as fittings (with 
or without discount) to those members of the public who 
come with a shipper’s card, or with a personal introduction, 
or who are personal friends of the management; (2) the 
selling of goods direct to shops, clubs, hotels, &c. (with or 
without a discount); (3) the advertising in non-technical 
journals, by which the public find out who are the makers 
and buy direct from them. It will be the writer’s endeavour 
to show that their grievances are to a great extent due to the 
retailers themselves, owing to their general want of enterprise 
and energy. 

There are always two sides to every question, and if the 
wholesale houses have, rightly or wrongly, encroached on the 
unwritten rights of the retailers, it is only because the latter 
have been found wanting in their function of supplying the 
demands of the public—nay, in creating public demands. 
The distributing channels having become inefficient, the 
main has shown leaks in several places, and whilst it may 
appear necessary that the leaks should be stopped, the 
channels which caused the accumulation should also be 
cleared. 

The whole question, to begin with, resolves itself into 
this: If the public will not deal with the retailers, but 
insist on going to the fountain head, what are the whole- 
Are they to refuse to serve the 


pete with their own retailer? Before this question can be 
answered it is necessary to put another one: Why do the 
public endeavour to dodge the retailer? The reply to this 
brings us to our subject—because the retailer is not enter- 
prising ; because he is dear ; because he fails to educate the 
public as to novelties, or to bring before their notice what they 
want ; because he does not acquaint himself and his assistants 
with the technicalities of the business ; because he is careless 
in his estimates and his accounts. In fact, the public is 
sick of the “local shop.” 

Under these circumstances we again ask: What should 


the wholesale houses do ? They should, whilst the middle- 
man continues to be their chief source of distribution, give 
him their support in every way, but they should, in return, 
demand that he gives the business that proper attention 
which should make it unnecessary for the public to dodge 
him. Of course, it may be argued, it is impossible 
to interfere with a man’s business and the way he 
conducts it; but if the retailers, through their combina- 
tion, can bring pressure on the wholesale houses, in order 
that the latter should maintain a proper attitude towards the 
retailers, the wholesale houses as a federated body might 
equally well bring to the notice of the Contractors’ associa- 
tion the name of any man who does not appear to be doing 
his duty towards the public, and therefore towards his sup- 
pliers. 16 is not а question of whether he pushes A's goods 
in preference to B's goods; this merely shows that A's 
traveller is better than B's traveller, It is that he does not 
push anyone's goods, but is content to wait for the public to 
look him up; he is, in fact, spoiling the wholesalers’ trade 
in his neighbourhood, and neglecting to keep money in cir- 
culation. 

In making these charges we are quite aware that there are 
many retailers whose methods of enterprise have enabled 
them to come to the fore and to prosper ; it is these firms 


which make the contrast all the more striking when we con- 


sider the general local “ ironmonger, sanitary engineer and 
electrician," or the “electrical engineer" pure and simple. 
* Oh yes," these will tell you, *the reason why the others 
have got ор, or have not been mentioned in the Gazette, is 
because they have more money than we have; they are able 
to keep a good stock, employ a large number of men, and can 
advertise. They can afford to be enterprising ; we cannot." 

All this is, of course, mere stuff and nonsense. It is by 
their businesslike methods in the first instance, by their 
efforts to attract the public, and to make the public support 
them, that these firms have prospered. 

What does the average man, such as we have described, do 
to promote trade? We know of hundreds all over the 
country who are content to write the sign “ Electrical 
Engineer " over their shops, leave a few incandescent lamps 
lying about in their windows, hang one or two out-of-date 
fittings up with their gas fittings, distribute a few bells, tele- 
phones and pushes about the shelves—and then continue to 
lazily dispense tin-tacks and water-cans across the counter, 
and complain that the electrical business does not pay. In 
the meantime, the above-mentioned electrical stock becomes 
rusty, and the public is less than ever attracted by it. 
Accompanied by this laissez-faire attitude as regards his own 
business, the retailer assumes a dog-in-the-manger attitude 
towards the wholesale houses. The latter, having found by 
experience that trade is vegetating in his neighbourhood, 


will perhaps get their travellers to call on a few institutions . 


or hotels, or will circularise these in the spring with electric 
fan pamphlets, or, in the autumn,’ with incandescent lamp 
circulars. Then it is that the retailer shows energy, but in 
the wrong direction. Instead of following up these circulars, 
acting as his own traveller, and informing possible customers 
that he can supply fans, or lamps, or whatever may be in 
season, he becomes abusive towards the wholesale houses, 
alleging that these are cutting him out, and endeavouring to 


* get at” his own customers. It does not occur to him that 


he has had just as much opportunity to secure the custom 
himself, but that he waits for this just as he waits to be 
asked to mend a cistern, locate an escape of gas, or repair a 
crank bell. 

He does not understand that it is necessary for him to get 
straight to the public, to force himself, as it were, under 
their noses. Occasionally he prints poor-looking circulars 
of oil stoves or garden hose, and these are sent round in 
open envelopes under id. stamp, or distributed by hand. 
But the majority of the public consign an open envelope to 
the waste paper basket without examining its contents, and 
in many houses the servants are instructed not to deliver 
advertisements upstairs. As for circulars slipped under the 
door, or into the letter box, these are destroyed at once when 
received, and in many cases the messenger cannot be relied 
on to deliver them at all. 

What then, it may be said, would you have the poor man 
do? You cannot expect him to purchase an expensive 
stock, print extravagant circulars, and send these round his 
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district by 1d. stamp. The answer is simple. If the 
retailer can show the wholesale houses that he is enter- 
prising—that he is willing to take certain risks if backed up 
by them, and that һе has some smart ideas—it is certain 
that they will support him, for his success is their success. 
It is not difficult for him to get a certain amount of show- 
room stock on very easy terms on consignment account ; the 
business, often brought by a good display, is surprising. He 
can usually get as many showcards, showboards, &c., as he 


requires, if he will only demonstrate that he means business. - 


And is it not a fact that the wholesale houses will often feed 
him with well-printed circulars printed with his name and 
address for nothing ? He may have a smart idea for adver- 
tising or circularising certain goods in his district, and if 
he approaches the makers, it is more than likely that they 
will do the printing for him, and sometimes the postage 
too. But what he &o often does is to leave the circulars 
which are given him lying about on his counter, where they 
get picked up by curious children or trodden under foot ; 
those people whose custom he requires do not take them. 
Or, if he does not sell them for waste paper, they are sent 
round as above described, which means во much money lost 
to him and tothe wholesale houses. How often is it that 
he takes the trouble to thoroughly acquaint himself with the 
new branch he has taken up, or to employ a competent set 
of men to do his bell, telephone or electric wiring work. 
Failing his understanding the subject, small wonder that he 
does not make a house-to-house canvass, either personally or 
by letter, and that he makes no earnest attempt to attract 
customers to his shop by any display of novelties. 

It is only necessary, in one’s own circle of acquaint- 
ances, to consider the number of instances where business 
might be done with the several applications to which elec- 
tricity lends itself in the daily routine of life, were only 
some of the local so-called “electrical engineers” to push 
their business properly, and to bear in mind at the same time 
that all this field is lost to the wholesale houses many 
thousands of times over. Will anyone acquainted with the 
electrical wholesale and retail trade venture to deny that 
what has here been set forth against the retail trader as a 
whole is not true in more or less every locality in the United 
Kingdom? Under the circumstances, there should be no 
wonder that the wholesale houses have endeavoured to trade 
direct with tbe larger kind of customer, such as clubs, hotels, 
and other institutions, and have tried by other means, such 
as advertising in non-trade papers, to stimulate a demand 
amongst the public for their commodities ; and by all laws 
of right, it i8 very unreasonable on the part of the retailer 
to object because some hotel, for instance, on his books has 
received a circular from a wholesale house. He should have 
seen that the hotel was kept up to date with such informa- 
tion by himself. 

Again, it is а common cause of complaint that the 
retailer is dear; in many cases this is well founded. He 
may be enterprising, smart, and well acquainted with the 
technicalities of the business, but if he is not satisfied with 
a reasonable profit, by which he is likely to more rapidly 
extend his turnover, he does as much to stifle the business as 
if he were incompetent only. 

In the matter of accounts and estimates the small 
“electrical engineer" is proverbially bad, and it is not sur- 
prising that the man who is only half-illiterate does not 
prosper in the electrical business, although he may be able 
to correctly estimate and charge for (*) a plumbing job. 

We think it has been amply demonstrated why the public 
endeavour to do away with the middleman ; that they also 
try to get discounts shows that they are imbued with what 
he lacks,—namely, business instincts, And whilst it is 
only proper that the wholesale houses should continue to 
support the retailers by refusing such discounts and by 
referring the publie to reliable contractors, it is also quite 
fair for them to expect that the retailers will show such 
increased. enterprise (with or without the manufacturers' 
support) as will render it unuecessary for the latter to sell 
direct to anyone but the retailer. 


Cleckheaton.—The D.C. has resolved. to apply to the 
I. (i. IB. for sanction to borrow tbc further sum of about £6,000 for 
vlectricity purposes. 


THE GOVERNMENT AND ELECTRICAL 
LEGISLATION. 


Іт will be remembered that one of the recommendations 
made by the committee appointed by the Council of the 
Institution . of Electrical Engineers, to inquire into the 
effect of legislation upon the progress of electrical engi- 
neering in this country, was to the effect that a deputation 
should wait upon Lord Salisbury. The purpose of the 
deputation was to impress upon his Lordship the detrimental 
effect of present legislative enactments and to urge immediate 
remedial action. 

Unfortunately, the Prime Minister did not see his way 
to receive the deputation personally, but referred the matter 
to the President of the Board of Trade. The pressure of 
public business has caused the meeting to be twice post- 
poned, but on Wednesday morning, tle 18th inst., it was 
found possible for the desired conference to take place. 

The deputation was of a thoroughly representative character, 
consisting, amongst others, of Lord Kelvin, the Earl of 
Rosse, Lord Greenock, Sir Michael Foster, M.P., Sir Thomas 
Wrighton, M.P., Mr. James Swinburne (President of the 
Institution), Dr. R. Spence Watson, Major-General Webber, 
C.B., Lieut.-Colonel Crompton, C.B., Prof. Perry, Prof. 
S. P. Thompson, and Messrs. Stephen Sellon, Morse, К. P. 
Sellon, Madgen, Patchell, Ferranti, Sparkes, Mordey, and 
Mr. MacMillan (secretary of the Institution). 

The deputation having been introduced to the President 
of the Board of Trade (Right Hon. Gerald Balfour, M.P.) 
by Lord Kelvin, Mr. Swinburne proceded to explain why 
they had sought the interview. He referred to the report 
of the Committee appointed by the Council of the Institu- 
tion to consider the subject, and reminded Mr. Balfour that, 
on the advice of Lord Salisbury, they came to him, not 
merely as President of the Board of Trade, but also as а 
member of his Majesty's Government, and they asked tbat 
their wishes should be communicated to the Cabinet. When 
electrical distribution for lighting purposes became practical 
about 20 years ago, the fact that it was necessary to obtain 
permission to open up streets for the purpose of laying cables 
at once brought the industry into contact with local autho- 
rities. Were it not for this, the speaker said, the electrical 
industry would be as free of special control by local authe- 
rities as otber trades. The special care taken by Parliament 
at that time to conserve the interests of local authorities 
resulted in the passing of an Act which discouraged tle 
industry and prevented progress, until some of its most strin- 
gent conditions were modified six years later. These Actis 
were based on the assumption that an electricity supply 
undertaking would carry on all ita operations within the 
area of a single local authority. Now that a single scheme 
may deal with the supply of an area of a thousand square 
miles and upwarde, and deals not with a single parish but with 
several counties, the purchase clauses by which local bodies 
can at the expiration of a given period purchase the under- 
taking are out of date, and in many cases wholly inapplic- 
able, Electrical enterprises should have their limite and 
boundaries set by economical considerations alone, and 
arbitrary boundaries, mostly of mediæ val ecclesiastical 
origin, should not limit the distribution or the growth of 
electrical systems. Mr. Swinburne went on to say that 
they did not come as opponents of municipal enterprise. 
‘Their desire was to have the powers of abuse of their present 
legal powers by local authorities checked and rendered 
impossible by new legislation. They could prove that in 
many cases the action of local authorities had been not only 
prejudicial to the industry but harmful to the best interests 
of the ratepayers, for it was of national importance that as 
cheap as possible a supply of electric energy should be 
available to all. In addition to the power of compulsory 
purchase of both lighting and traction systems, the power of 
veto at present vested in local authorities needed consider- 
able modification. Several points in which the Board of 
Trade were themselves particularly interested were then 
meutioned, such as the reorganisation and increase of its 
electrical staff, and the necessity of more frequent modifica- 
tion of its existing regulations, and the help of the Institu- 
tion was offercd in. discussing and framing new regulations 
if such assistance were deriitd. Mr, Swinburne concluded 
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by again drawing attention to the wider issues concerned in 
the necessity for new legislation, and urged the need for the 
&ppointment of a Royal Commission to inquire into the 
merita of the whole question. 

Lieut.-Colone! Crompton pressed home the contention of 
Mr. Swinburne by instancing the case of Hove, where the 
powers originally obtained by the Commissioners were taken 
over by a company. During the first few years of its exist- 
ence the company was left unmolested, but since the time 
it commenced to make a profit, every effort had been made 
by the local authority to thwart its progress and impede its 
work. For instance, when a new site for a generating station 
had been secured they refused to allow the mains to be laid 
for a sbort distance to bring the current within the com- 
рап) 'в area, and when a proposal was made to raise the 
voltage from 110 to 220 volta, they actively canvassed con- 
sumers to urge them to refuse consent to the change. 
Then, referring to the practice in Germany and 
Switzerland, where, if anything, more care was taken 
than in this country to protect the life of the citizen, 
but where greater facilities were given for the carrying out 
of complete schemes, he recommended the formation of a 
committee of experts, who should assist the present technical 
staff of the Board of Trade in dealing with new proposals 
brought before them. : 

Dr. R. Spence Watson, as a director of some of the elec- 
trical undertakings in the Tyne district, spoke of the serious 
effects of the capricious use of the power of veto by small 
local authorities. He pointed out how every extra burden 
laid on a commercial undertaking resulted in а higher charge 
being necessary for its products, since to exist it must make 
а profit, and, in the case of an undertaking liable to com- 
pulsory purchase, provide an amortisation fund. The possi- 
bilities of electrical engineering were very high, and it was a 
question of national importance that its progress were not 
checked by restrictive laws. The possession of the power to 
veto proposed electrical tramways made local authorities 
very unreasonable, aud in certain cases they imposed most 
unjust conditions as the price of their consent. The speaker 
referred to a case which had come under his immediate 
notice, in which two authorities bad power over the same 
roads, and one insisted upon the line being laid in the centre 
of the road, while the other was equally insistent upon it being 
placed at the side. 

Mr. Sydney Morse dwelt upon the serious effect which this 
power of veto entailed, not merely проп the industry, but 
upon the public. He quoted extracts from speeches made 


by Lord Morley in the House of Lords, on July 11th, 1901, 


and Mr. John Burns in the House of Commons, on May 
15th, in the present year, proving the injustice of the 
present condition of affairs, and urging reform. Wolver- 
hampton was mentioned as an instance where a promising 
scheme affecting a wide area was crippled because the 
promoters would not consent to purchase electric energy for 
that portion of the system within the Wolverhampton muni- 
cipal area at a price they considered prohibitive. Belfast 
was another cage in point. At Swansea the introduction of 
electric traction rendered an increase in the number of 
passing places advisable in the interests of the public, but 
the Corporation withheld their consent until a payment of 
£5,000 was made to them. Не was aware that no absolute 
power of veto to local authorities was given under the 
Light Railways Act, but the standing orders of Parliament, 
and the following of precedent by the Board of Trade 
resulted in practically the same thing. He believed that the 
new Bill on this matter, prepared by the Board of Trade, 
would to a certain extent remedy matters, and he urged in 
the interests of the country, which demanded the best service 
at the lowest price, its early presentation to the House of 
Commons, 

Sir Michael Foster, speaking as one of the secretaries of 
the Royal Society, acknowledged the many obstacles which, 
in this old country, were placed in the path of technical 
progress, and said he was sure that all scientific men would 
welcome a change in the attitude of the Legislature towards 
electrical engineering projects. 

Mr. Ferranti emphasised the importance of cheap power 
supply, and spoke of the difficulties which the promoters of 
the Midland power scheme had met with. The insistence 
upon underground mains, even for pioneering work, bad 


proved costly, and was contrary to the practice on the Con- 
tinent; while the regulations regarding permissible varia- 
tions of voltage, limits of sizes of feeders and transformers, 
also needed revision. In order to keep abreast of the times 
and the progress continually being made, the regulations 
needed constant revision, and he feared that a large increase 
in the electrical staff at the Board of Trade was a real песев- 
sity. The tendency of legislation in electrical matters had 
been most repressive; that relating to traction needed imme- 


diate revision, and he hoped that the Board of Trade would 


take the side of progress against the vested interests, whose 
influence had been so detrimental to the public interest. 

Dealing with the points relating to his own Department, 
Mr. Balfour promised with reference to overhead wires to 
consider any case brought before him on its merits, and as 
regards the others to carefully consider any proposals as to 
their amendment submitted by the Institution. He was 
not convinced as to the necessity for increasing the technical 
staff at his disposal, and asked for any further evidence of its 
insufficiency. 

Mr. Patchell, while acknowledging the courtesy he 
had always experienced at the hands of the permanent 
officials, pointed out the uncertainty of the application 
of many of the regulations relating, for instance, to extra 
high pressure, and the thickness of dielectrics, and re- 
marked upon the insistence on earthing the centre point of 
a three-phase system as not in accordance with latest ideas. 

Mr. Balfour then proceeded with his general reply. He 
recognised the importance of the subject, and to a large 
extent sympathised with the deputation. It was undeniable 
that more rapid progress had been made in electrical engi- 
neering in other countries. While the legislation dealing 
with the question was no doubt susceptible of considerable 
improvement, and it was possible that some local authorities 
had abused the powers given them by Parliament, he did not 
think that this fully accounted for the present position. 
He thought that to a lurge extent the rapid progress in the 
United States was due to its being a new country. sparsely 
populated and having comparatively few establisbed interests 
to be contended with, whereas in this country the reverse 
was the case. It was in his opinion these fundamental con- 
ditions rather than any legal enactments which retarded the 
progress of electrical engineering in this country. 
It seemed to him that the really important question was 
not so much any impediment tbrown directly by Parliament 
in the way of the development of the electrical industry, as 
the power reposed by Parliament in local authorities to veto 
schemes with which they were not in agreement. With 
respect to this, there were two branches of the subject, viz., 
the supply of electric energy for lighting and power purposes, 
and electric traction. In the case of tramways, so far as 
these matters were still determined by the Act of 1870, the 
local authority had an absolute veto as regarded provisional 


orders, and by a standing order, the House of Commons also 


possessed an absolute veto upon measures proposed to be 
promoted by means of Bills. To some extent the evils 
flowing from that condition of things had been remedied by 
the adoption of the Light Railways Act, even when the 
scheme was, in the proper sense of the word, a railway on a 
road, or a tramway; but it was true that both the Light 
Railway Commissioners and the Board of Trade had con- 
sidered themselves more or less bound by the regulations 
laid down in the Tramways Act, and the Standing Orders 
of the House of Commons. While he did not think 
they had gone the length of giving the local authority 
an absolute veto, no doubt they were influenced by 
these provisions. The question had recently been investi- 


‘gated by a Departmental Committee, upon which both 


promoters and local authorities were represented, and 
what he hoped was a reasonable compromise had been 
embodied in a Bill which he intended to introduce into the 
House of Commons on an early occasion. They must, 
however, remember that local authorities represented a great 
power, and they were fully alive to the fact that it was to 
their interest to possess, if not an absolute veto, at any rate 
such a position that they could make their views felt. A 
few weeks ago an attempt to alter this Standing Order of 
the House of Commons had been abandoned, on account 
of the opposition it aroused. This illustrated the 
difficulties to be met with in any attempt to deal with tke 
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situation. The Committee of the House of Commons which 
reported in 1898 had made a series of recommendations in 
regard to modifications of the present Acts relating to 
electric supply: but before the Board of Trade could act 
upon them, legislation regarding them was necessary. Еог- 
tunately, when powers for electric supply undertakings over 
large areas were sought for by Bill, these recommendations 
formed a precedent and were acted upon, otherwise they 
were inoperative. The Board of Trade had drafted a Bill 
to give effect to them in ordinary cases, but he had not yet 
been able to bring it forward. In the present state of public 
business he could hold out but little hope of either Bill 
being passed this session, but they would be pressed at the 
earliest possible moment. Meantime he would assure the 
deputation that the Board were not insensible to the needs 
of the electrical industry, but were as anxious as themeelves 


to secure that the public interests should be properly eerved 


by its due development. 

In thanking Mr. Balfour, Mr. Swinburne pressed for an 
answer to their request for a Royal Commission to be 
appointed to inquire into the whole matter. 

Mr. Balfour stated that this was a matter for the 
Cabinet, and that he would bring the matter under their 
notice, but he could not pledge himself to give his support 
to the application. 


There was a general feeling of regret that the Prime 


Minister had not been able to meet the deputation, since 
there was a danger, apparent from time to time during the 
interview, that any discussion of the matter with the 
President of the Department most interested in the question 
would resolve itself into disputes about details, and leave 
the questions of principles untouched. It was largely owing 
to Mr. Swinburne's tact that such was not the case. The 
case presented by the deputation was a strong one, and its 
failure to arouse the Government, as represented by the 
President of the Board of Trade, to à more active concern 
for the removal of disabilities which are injuring the prosperity 
of the country, is only one more reason for an active cam- 
vaign on its behalf. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A Scandal which Everybody Admits. 


My attention has been called to the paragraph on page 
990 of your issue of June 13th, in which you make a state- 
ment which certainly requires an answer from me. 

You refer to my evidence before the committee of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, in which I stated that 
men who left us as pupils, ànd who were failures in every- 
thing, have blossomed out into consulting electrical engi- 
neers. You wish to know if these failures in everything 
were retained in the Arc Works during the full term of their 
pupilage. 

Now, sir, no one knows better than you do that we have 
been taking pupils for upwards of 20 years, and during that 
time a very large number of gentlemen have received their 
education as electrical engineers at our works. Of these an 
unusually large proportion have turned out to be successful 
engineers, and are now amongst the leading menibers of the 
profession, but in the nature of things, a small minority of 
them have been less successful when tried by the severe tests 
as engineers in charge of contract work or as manufacturers 
on their own account. ; 


It is unfair for you, or anyone else, to lay the blame of 


unsatisfactory training on the shoulders of the firms who 
take pupils. The fault does not lie with them. They can 
only make the best of the material supplied to them, and it 
is evident that out of this material, among many successes, 
there will bea few failures. That these failures should gravi- 
tate into the ranks of consulting electrical engineers is, I 
believe, generally due to the want of care of the local 
authorities in ascertaining for themselves the antecedents of 
the consulting engineers they employ. 

It is one of the disadvantages of having to speak the 
truth on such a highly disagreeable matter that you force 
me to make this public explanation, but knowing as you 


do the extreme importance of the work the Institution has 
been doing in collecting this evidence and in attempting to 
probe to the bottom the causes why our country is behind 
hand in electrical engineering progress, you ought to have, 
at least, communicated with me for a further explanation of 
my evidence before remarking on it in a manner which is 
calculated to hurt the feelings of our past and present pupils 
and of their friends. 

| R. E. Crompton. 

F. В. К. 


[We are glad to publish this disclaimer, but why did 
not our correspondent state in his evidence what. he 
tells us now? He made no mention of his successful 
pupils, but only of those who were failures in every- 
thing. It is Lieut.-Col. Crompton himself who is unfair in 
suggesting that we attributed blame to the firms who take 
pupils; we merely asked a question, and attached no blame 
to anybody. | 

Our correspondent’s reasoning as to the manner in which 
these failures become consulting engineers savours of the 
Emerald Isle. The failure has already gravitated before the 
local authority has anything to do with him. 

Touching the concluding portion of our correspondent’s 
letter, we would like to ask of whut use is published evidence 
if further explanation is necessary before drawing attention 
to any part of it? The lot of an editor is not altogether 
a happy one at the best of times, and life would not be worth 
living if we had to appeal to everybody who electa to give 
evidence upon any given topic to ascertain whether his testi- 
mony required further explanation. Imagine the editor of 
a London morning paper corresponding with Mr. Chamberlain 
as to whether his speech at a political meeting the previous 
night formed really what he wished to convey to his 
hearers, or something entirely different. | 

Lieut.-Colonel Crompton made a deliberate and sweeping 
statement which was duly reported in our columns ; if the 
matter is disagreeab'e to him, and calculated to hurt the 
feelings of his past and present pupils, the blame is his, not 
ours, for we, as well as the gallant officer, havea duty to 
perform towards the electrical engineering industries and the 
local authorities. —Eps. ELEc. Rev. | 


Referring to a note under the above heading appearing 
in your issue of June 13th, aud to Mr. Morgan Williams's 
letter of June 16th, I should like to make a few remarks 
on this subject. 

In the first place, I think that you yourselves will admit 
that the sum and substance of the remarks quoted by Colonel 
Crompton are perfectly true, and that one of the causes of 
the backwarduess of the electrica] industry in this country 
can be traced to the state of affairs existing in the past, of 
allowing consulting engineers, as a body, to dictate to the 
manufacturers. 

It certainly does seem rather absurd that the late pupils 
and members of staff of firms, who have been unable to 
justify their existence in this branch of the business, when 
incompetence cannot be tolerated for long, should be able 
toturn round and act as dictators to the manufacturing 
firms. 

No doubt Colonel Crompton would have somewhat modified 
his remarks if they had been delivered in a public speech, 
where one is often debarred from giving a plain, straigbt- 
forward statement of the case; but it does seem a mistake 
if, before a Committee of the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers, appointed specially to inquire into the causes of the 
backwardness of our industry, plain speaking is to be pre- 
vented. 

I think that if the Institution wishes to obtain the help 
and the opinion of manufacturers, whose mouths are natur- 
ally closed in public to a good many existing evils, that the 
proceedings should be considered privileged, and that state- 
mente made by them should not be published if likely to 
prejudice their individual interests. 

I suppose there are more old Crompton pupils in good 
positions in the electrical industry than any other single firm 
can point to, but it stands to reason that the number of 
those that have not succeeded is a still larger one. 

This state of affairs applies to all firms taking pupils, and 
is, I think, only to be expected. 
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The grievance would seem to be that this large body of 
so-called failures among both staff and pupils of the different 
manufacturing firms drift into consulting work—a class of 
work which really requires the very highest instead of the yery 
lowest qualifications—and that, in this position, they are 
able, for the time being, to exist, to be of considerable 
hindrance to the manufacturing industry at large, and, it is 
to be feared, in many cases to their clients as well. 

I have the greatest respect for the better qualified 
consulting engincers, but hope to live to see the day when 
their profession will be closed to the rifl-raff of the industry, 


X. Y. 2. 


— — — 


Meters. 


We have noticed the correspondence in your “ Legal Query 
Column," wherein reference is made to the Long-Schattner 
prepayment meter. 

As the question of consumers running“ on the dimming 
resistance has occurred once or twice, it will, perhaps, not be 
out of place to supplement your answer with some further 
information. 

It seems to us that * Inquisitive’ bas not seen the exact 
type of meter “approved by the Board of Trade,” as the 
dimming device in that type consists of an 8, 16 or 32-C.P. 
lamp contained in the instrument. Now, in the event of a 
consumer choosing to run“ on this dimming resistance, 
his lamps will only give him about 20 per cent. of their 
proper amount of light ; furthermore, he will not be able to 
get his full pressure on again until he inserts sufficient coins 
to pay for all the current he has used on the“ dull“ system. 
We find that this gets over the whole difficalty, but if this 
course is considered desirable, the collector can extract the 
“dimming lamp" from the meter, and the consumer will 
then be in darkness until he inserts sufficient coins to bring 
the lever over. | 


The Schattner Electricity Meter Company. 


E. B. ScHaATTNER, Engineer and Manager. 


June 20th, 1902. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


LoN DON UNITED Tramways BILL. 


THE Select Committee of the House of Commons, presided over by 
Mr. Compton Ricketts on Tuesday last week, heard evidence from 
frontazers in opposition to the Wimbledon portion of the Bill. 

On the following day, Wednesday, the Rev. C. P. CLAREE, of 
Holy Trinity Church, Merton Road, said he withdrew his oppo- 
sition to the Bill, as terms had been agreed upon between himself 
and the promoters. 

Mr. RavENSHORE, auctioneer and surveyor, of Ealing, pointed 

out that since the electric tramway service had been introduced, 
there had been a decline in the rents of the larger houses. 
- The Rev. B. M. Кітѕох, rector of Barnes, said it was the opinion 
of the majority of the inhabitants of Barnes that the proposed 
tramway from Hammersmith to Richmond was unnecessary, as the 
present omnibus service met all requirements. In this district there 
was a working class population of about 2,000, a considerable 
number of whom were employed by the London and South- 
Western Railway. 

Sir C. ELLIOTT, chairman of the Finance Committee of the 
London School Board and chairman of the Wimbledon Ilementary 
Schools Committee, said he feared the proposed tramway would 
increase the danger to the young children attending the schools. 
He would suggest that a clause be inserted prohibiting compulsory 
acquisition of any of the school property, and requiring the Com- 
pany to make such alterations in entrances as the Board of duca- 
tion should think would be adequate to prevent risk of danger to 
children. 

The CzHAIRMAN intimated that it was thought a clause reculating 
the speed of the cars past the school to walking pace would be 
sufficient. 

Mr. BunRocvans, architect, said he could not express an opinion 
as to the effect of the embaukment and heavy traffic upon houses 
in Barnes Terrace, but the possible effect of alterations of drainage 


upon the foundations of an old house built on a clay soil would be 
considered. 


Ono Thursday Mr. Cross, of Barnes Terrace, contended that the 
tramway to be laid in his district would be of no advantage to the 
inhabitants, and that the proposed embankment would be a source 
of danger and inconvenience to rowing men. ' 

Lord R. Сес, К.С, who addressed the Committee on bebalf of 
the frontagers, said he took special objection to the Richmond and 
Hammersmith line. The embankment at Barnes, he thought, was 
nof such an improvement that it would justify the construction of 
а tramway. Аб the present time a tramway service was being run 
between Richmond and Hammersmith, and although there was a 
break at Kew Bridge, there would be another break in the projected 
southern connection at Hammersmith Bridge. He maintained that 
the needs of Barnes and Mortlake were met by tra'n and omnibus 
eervices. 

Mr. C. J. Owzss, the general manager of the London and South. 
Western Railway, gave evidence in opposition to the Bill. He said 
that between the stations at Kew Bridge, Brentford, Isleworth and 
Hounslow, there bad been a reduction in the gross receipte from 
£1,516 to £524 in the half-year since the completion of the 
tramways. The present proposals, if sanctioned, he fcared 
would bave an equally injurious effect on the traffic of the 
company. It had not been found that the action of tramways as 
feeders to railway stations had any compensating advantage. The 
promoters had put forward as an argument in favour of the Bill 
that extensions into the outskirts would help to relieve the conges- 
tion of the population of London, but he bad noticed that a witness 
who had supported that argument in & epeech at Richmond, had 
urged the Corporation to buy land for the working class accommo- 
dation to prevent its being acquired for London generally An 
agreement for the electrification of the Londcn and South-Western 
line betwecn Richmond and Hammeramith and other parts of the 
line was about to be concluded between bis company's directors 
and the Metropolitan and District Railways. 'The proposed tram- 
way from Wimbledon to Malden would mean a duplication of the 
route traversed by the railway. Last year there were 838,819 pas- 
sengers carried on the railway from Wimbledon and Haynes Park 
to ttations on the route of competition, and the receipts from that 
source were £9,479, with an average of 24 d. per passenger. It was 
stated that a reduction of the traffic in proportion to the past 
experience of tramway competition would mean a loes of £6,000 to 
tbe company. The London and South-Western Railway Company 
were spending £1,700,060 on improvements between Clapham Junc- 
tion and Waterloo, in view of the competition of tre Tooting 
extension. А railway company bad to go to great expense to 
purchase their land in order to constru»t their line, but a tramway 
company had the free use of the road, with public lighting paid for 
cut of the rates. He maintained that the needs of accommodation 
for the working classes of Richmond did not justify the competi- 
tion by the proposed tramway. А passenger on his company's line 
was able to travel 193 miles fo? a 6d. return ticket. In 1901 the 
railway company had issued 103,364 tickets by six workmen's 
trains. There was a very small demand for werkmen's tickets on 
the line between Richmond and Hammersmith, the average being 
about seven in a train on the District Railway. The Committee 
adjourned. 

On Friday last week the evidence fur the London and South- 
Western Railway in opposition to the Bill was completed. 

Mr. PENBER, K.C., in addressing the Committee on behalf of the 
railway company, said that the loss to the London and South- 
Western Railway Company since the development of electrical 
tramways in London and the suburbs amounted to £10,000 a year. 
The tramway companies should proceed with the work before them in 
ihe construction of their authorised liues before asking for further 
powers. The piling up of unexecuted schemes was the result of 
competition between promoters who wished to keep out rivals. 
Ав a result, great monopolies were being created, and the map was 
being covered with а large number of authoriced but not constructed 
lines. He maintained that the evidence for the promoters had not 
shown that there was any necessity for the extensions, as the exist- 
ing railway company was capable of supplying the demaud. The 
electrification of tne London and South- Westera Railway Company 
to Richmond and Wimbledon would give quicker and more frequent 
trains. If railway companies were to be subject to tramway com- 
petition, it would tend to discourage improvements being made on 
suburban lines. He did not mean to imply that the railway com- 
panies had a vested interest and should be protected against all 
competition, but he did submit tbat only & case of very urgent 
public necessity would warrant the Committee in passing the Bill 
before them, and such necessity had not been proved. 

Mr. FirzGEBALD, K.C., replying for the promoters, said that if 
the argument of Mr. Pember was to prevail there would be an end 
to tramway extension in London, for nearly every tramway was 
more or less a competitor with a railway. The tramways, however, 
to a great extent created their own traffic, and in the case of the 
London United Company, the Hounslow traffic had never been 
carried by the South-Western Railway. The result of the con- 
struction of the tramways as proposed, together with the tube 
railway, would enable a workman to go from Richmond to London 
for 4d. 

After considering in private, the Committee approved the whole 
of the northern group of lines on the Hammersmith and Shepherd's 
Bush system. "They also approved No. 7 and No. 6 line of the Kew 
portion of the scheme (Richmond, Mortlake and Barnes) to the 
south side of Hammersmith Bridge. The Wimbledon group was 
also sanctioned, except a small piece of line to have run alongside 
the common. The time during which the Barnes Council was to be 
enabled to exercise its option of purchase they reduced from 50 to 
30 years. 

The clauses were then considered and amended. 


. B 


1056 


[Vol. 50. No. 1,283, Јони 27, 1902. 


- 


CAVEHILL AND WHITEWELL TRAMWAYS. F 


Lorp NEWT N presided last week over a Select Committee of the 
House cf Lords to consider the Bill of the Cavehill & Whitewell 
Tramways Company. Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C, opened the case 
for the promoters. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick, J.P., of Ballyclare, gave evidence in support of 
the Bill, which, he said, if passed, would confera great service on 
the district. 

Evidence was given on behalf of tke Bill by Mr. Sellon, the 
engineer to the British Electric Traction Ccmpany. Ia cross- 
examination, witness said that the company had made several 
attempts to do business in Irelard, but hitherto without success. Up 
to the present Ireland had not been a fruitful soil for tramway 
enterprise. His company never purchased an interest in a tramway 
in order to sell it again, but they always retained the control them- 
selves. Mr. Fitzgerald addressed tke Committee on behalf of the 
Corporation. 

Local evidence baving been tendered in opposition to the scheme, 
the Committee found the preamble proved. On the consideration 
of clauses, Mr. Fitzgerald, on behalf of the Corporation, asked for а 
clause providing that the drivers and conductors should be licensed 
by them. The Committee agreed to insert the clause. Mr. 
Fitzgerald next asked that Clause 10 of the Bill providing for the 
protection of telegraph lines from interference by the electric lines 
of the company, should be extended to the Corporation, who were 
licensees of the Postmaster-General # т the telephone service. Mr. 
Sellon said that if such & clause were given, it would enable the 
Corporation to erect and use the most inferior sort of wires for their 
telephone system, and would cripple electric traction in Belfast for 
years to come. The clause was rejected. Mr. Fitzgerald finally 
asked for the insertion of words in onc of the clauses requiring the 
company to obtain the consent of the Corporation to make, main- 
tr i), alter, or remove crossings, sidings and junctions. Mr. Balfour 
Browne, K.C., said that such a clause was unnecessary, seeing that 
the company were obliged to get the consent of the Board of Trade. 
However, he was willing to agree to it it words were iaserted 
stating that the Corporation's consent was not to b» withheld un- 
reasonably. The Committee passed the clause as amended at the 
suggestion of Mf. Balfour Browne. The Bill will now be reported 
for third reading. 

Dumbarton Electric LigMing.—A Select Committee of the House 
of Lords, presided over by Lord Newton, sat last жеек to consider 
the Ele:tric Lighting Provisional Order No. 5: the only order that 
was opposed being that of the Corporation of Dumbarton, Mr. 
Blennerhassett, K.C., opened the case for the Corporatien, and said 
the Bill contained nothing peculiar, for it practically iacorporated 
the provisions of the Electric Light Clauses Act of 1839. The Bill 
proposed to enable the Corporation to supply electric light in 
Dumbarton. The practice of Parliament had been to give a 
preference to local authorities as against private companies, unless 
there were very exceptional circumstances, which he submitted was 
not the сазе here. A great number of provisional orders had already 
been granted in Scotland to local authorities, far lees favourably 
situated for the supply of electric light than Dumbarton, including 
Nairn, Galashiels, Clydetank, Allca, Crieff and Stirling. The 
population and rateable valuc of the burgh were steadily increasing. 
In 1875 the Corporation acquired the gas undertaking, which had 
been highly successful, and they had good reason for believing 
that they would be quite as successful with the electric 
light. There was an excellent site for a generating station. It was 
proposed to commence with а small installation, estimated to cost 
£21,000, and to gradually increase the supply as the demand 
increased. The only petitioners against the Bill were the North 
British Railway Company, the Lanarkshire and Dambartonshire Rail- 
way Company, and the Dumbarton and Balloch Joint Line Com- 
pany, who said that, as ratepayers, they were afraid that the scheme 
might result in a financial loss, which would have to be borne by 
the rates. The petitioners alleged that there would not be sufficient 
demand in the burgh for electric lighting, but he asked their Lord- 
ships to say that the Town Council were better judges in that 
respect than the directora of railway companies. An assertion was 
also made by the petitioners that the order was promoted for the 
purpose of covering wasteful expenditure incurred by the Corpora- 
tion in opposing the Bill of the Clyde Valley Electric Power Com- 
pany last year. Such an assertion was, he submitted, absolutely 
without foundation, and could not be sustained for a moment. 
Aftea hearing counsel against the order, the Committce declared 
the preamble proved. 


Cleethorpes Improvement Pill. All opposition to this Bill has been 
withdrawn. 

Metropolitan District Raihcay Pill.—The Marylebone Borough 
Council have withdrawn their opposition to this Bill. 

City and Lriston Railicay Lill.—Tre London County Council has 
deposited a petition in the Private Bill Office of the House of Lords, 
praying to be heard against ttis Dill. 

London, Tilbury and Southend Railway Fi. This Bill came 
before the Standing Orders Committee of the House of Lords last 
week, and it was decided to dispense with the Standing Orders and 
allow the Bill to proceed. 

Whitechapel \ Dow  Railway.—Last week the House of Lords 
Standing Orders Committee considered the Whitechapel & Bow 
Railway Bil, and decided that Standing Orders ought to be 
dispensed with and the Bill allowed to proceed. 

Electrice Lighting Provisional Order Dill, No. 5.—The Select 
Committee of the House of Lords, appointed to consider this Bill, 
has reported that opposition is withdrawn. The Bill confirms 
orders to Ardsley, Barton Regis, Blayton, Chester-le-Street, Church 


- 


Stretton, Lees, Lower Babington, Newburn, Stanley and Peghill, 
Easedon and Tynemcuth. 

Newcastle-on-Tiyne Corporation Tramways —Oa Wednesday this 
Bill, which has already passed the House of Lords, came before the 
Chairman of Ways and Means in the House of Commons, and there 
being no opposition, the Bill was ordered to be reported for third 
reading. 

Northumberland Electric Tramways Bill --This Bill came before 
the Chairman of Ways and Means in the House of Commons Jast 
week as an unopposed measure, and was ordered to be reported to 
the House. ; 

Tyneside Tramuays Bill.—On Wednesday last week the Court of 
Referees of the House of Commons sat to hear a somewhat unusual 
application—viz, that of the North-Eastern Railway Company for 
their claim to Le heard in Committee against the Tyneside Tramways 
and Tramroads Bill. Mr. Moon, K.C., represented the railway 
company, and said that when the matter first came up he argued 
{ог а locus standi on the ground of competition, but he did not 
greatly insist cn the point of interference with the railway, because 
he took it for granted that the /ocus on that ground conld not be 
seriously challenged. However, the Court then decided against the 
railway having any /ocus at all. Mr. Lewis Coward, K.C., objected 
on behalf cf the tramways company to the application being heard, 
and said he could find no instance of the Court having even granted 
а rehearing. The Official Referee said there bad been two such 
cases. The Court said it would be a dangerous precedent to allow 
the case to be re-opened simply because arguments had not been 
sufficiently pressed, and they decided not to re-hear the case. Later 
in the day the Bill came before the Chairman of Ways and Means in 
the House of Commons as an unopposed measure, and there being no 
opposition the Bill was ordered to be reported to the House. 
Under the Bill the company is authorised to construct new tramways 
and raise £€0,000 of new capital. 

South Shields Electric Railway.—This Bill was before the Chair- 
man of Ways and Means in the House of Commons last week. 
There being no opposition, the Bill was ordered to be reported for 
third reading. 

Rhondda Urban District Council Tramways.—The Glamorganshire 
County Council have deposited a Bill in the Private Bill Office of 
511 House of Commons, pray ing to be heard in opposition to this 

ill. 


APPARATUS FOR PARALLELLING 
ALTERNATORS. 


ALTHOUGH considerable attention has during the past few years 
been given to the study of the question of parallel running, as far 
as the design of alternators is concerned, yet a question of equal 
importance from the central station engineer's point of view, 
namely, that of the synchronising apparatus to be employed, has 
been almost entirely neglected. e 

Ia the early days of alternating current, when the generators were 
small, and the time occupied in parallelling was of less importance 
than at present, the synchronising lamp answered all requirements, 

It was soon realised, however, that to ensure success, a consider- 
able amount of skill was necessary, and as an improvement, the 


. deadbeat voltmeter, usually of the Cardew type, was introduced. 


Although considered a great advance on the lamp, the voltmeter 
labours under several disadvantages. In the first place, no matter 
how deadbeat it may be, there is always bound to be a slight 
" huntiog," and further, there is some uncertainty as to the precise 
point to which the needle will swing, owing to changes of voltage. 

With the ever-increasing size of engine rooms, it often became 
impossible for the engine driver to see the synchronising lamp or 
voltmeter, and various kinds of signal were improvised by those in 
charge of the stations. 

Here the subject was allowed to rest until comparatively 
recently, when Messrs. Siemens & Halske introduced an indicator 
for use with three-phase systems, in which three synchronising 
lamps, arranged in а circle, were connected one in each phase, and 
consequently glowed successively one after the other, thus causing 
the illumination to apparently travel round. The direction of 
rotation depended upon whether the in-coming generator was 
running at a higher or a lower frequency than that of the bus bars. 
Coincidence of phase was shown by the light ceasing to revolve. A 
somewhat more complicated arrangement, consisting of a crown of 
lamps, and giving much the same effect, was also introduced by 
Messrs. Schuckert. 

Both these devices, it will be seeen, merely served as frequency 
indicators, and had, asa rule, to be supplemented by a synchronis- 
ing voltmeter. Further, they were expensive to instal, owing to 
the number of transformers required with high-pressure systems. 

With the advent of larger generators, it became more and more 
important to be able to judge with absolute certainty the exact 
moment for switching in, and farther, the time required to bring the 
machine up to the correct frequency had to be reduced to a mini- 
mum, in view of possible emergencies. 

The problem has lately been attacked independently both by the 
Niagara Falls Power Company, of U.S.A., for whom Mr. Lincoln 
devised an ingenious instrument, and in this country by Messrs. 
Everett, Edgcumbe & Co., whose apparatus is illustrated in fig. 1. 

The obstacles to be overcome were many, but at length a suc- 
cessful instrument has been produced. A hand revolving over a 
dial shows :— 

Pe Whether the in-coming machjne is running too fast or tog 
Blow ; 


— 
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2. By how much it is out of step; 

3. The precise moment for switching in. 

The inetrument is based upon the fact that if the rotor and stator 
of a rotary field asynchronous motor be supplied from two sources 
of alternating current of nearly the same frequency, and be so 
connected that both fields rotate in the same direction, the rotor 
will revolve at such а speed as will enable the fields to rotate “in 
step.” 

In tbe actual instrument, the rotor and stator are each provided 
with a two-phase winding. In the case of a two-phase system, 
suppose the rotor to be connected to the terminals of the generator 
to Ъз parallelled, and the stator to the bas bars. Then if the fre- 


Fic. 1. 


quencies be the same, the fields will revolve at the same speed, and 
there will be no tendency for the rotor to move. If, however, the 
frequencies are different, then the rotor will revolve in one direction 
or the other, according to which of the two sources has the higher 
frequency, the speed being such that one revolution of the rotor 
corresponds to two complete cycles. 

The rotor axle carries a pointer which revolves in front of a dial, 
aud is so set that when the frequencies are equal, it stands vertical. 
In practice, in order to simplify the connections and to make the 
instrument applicable to single-phase systems, the necessary two- 
phase currents are produced bv means of choking coils in two of the 
cirouits and non-inductive resistances in the other two. 

The method of connecting the instrument to a single-pbase 
system is shown in fig. 2, from which it will be seen tbat 
only two transformers are required, and as the current taken is 
small (from à to 3 of an ampere), the ordinary synchronising or volt- 
meter transformers can be employed for this purpose. 

In the case of polyphase circuits, the ваше instrument is used, 
and it has merely to be connected to one phase of the system, 
thus affording a considerable saving in the number of transformers 
rcquired. 

An important feature of the apparatus is the ingenious method by 
which the direction of rotation of the pointer is made visible at a 
distanee from the switchboard, for example, at the engine. This is 
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Fic. 2. 


done by means of a movable vane, which obscures either a red or a 
green lamp, seen through an opening in the dial, according to whether 
the hand is revolving to the right or to the left. Thus the engine 
driver can see at a glance whether his engine is running too fast or 
too slow. Further, on the top of the instrument is mounted an 
ordinary synchronising lamp, from which he can sec by how much 
bis machine is out of step. 


The instrument is usually constructed for 100 volts, and is pro- 
vided with a dial some 8 in. in diameter. The apparatus is so 
simple that there would appear to be no likelihood of anything getting 
out of order. Altozether the device would seem to be a distinct 
step ia the right direction, and in view of the ever-increasing size, 
both of stations and of generators, should be very extensively used 
ia the near future. 


LEGAL. 


SOCIETE ANONYME D'ELECTRICITE v. FRISWELL, LIMITED. 


THE hearing of this case was resumed on 18th inst, when Mr. 
Rurus Isaacs, after reading the correspondence, said that the 
question for the jury was whether the plaintiffs were entitled to 
deliver the cars after June 13th, 1900. As a matter of fact, all 
through the year 1900, and, indeed, up to June, 1901, the defendants 
were giving directions as to how they wanted the cars painted, &c., 
therefore it was quite out of the question for them now to raise the 
defence they did. 

In reply to his LogpsurtP, Mr. TERRELL, for the defendants, said 
that he should rely on the pleadings for his defence. 

Mr. Rurus Isaacs said that on the other point raised as to cor- 
struction, he should call the Hon. C. S. Rolls, who was well known 
in the motor car world, and who would speak as to the completeness 
of the cars. 

Mr. HaaBBLEICHER, general secretary of the plaintiff company, 
was then called, and gave evidence as to the contract made with tbe 
defendants for the cars in question. The motor cars were up to the 
proper standard of construction. 

Cross-examined: He was not aware that Mr. Friswell had tried 
the two Petit Duc cars in Paris. Mr. Friswell had made from time 
to time, complaints as to the construction of cars delivered to him. 

Mr. CHas. Martin, examined, said he was foreman of the 
plaintiffs, employed in testing the cars. He tested the last two cars 
supplied to the defendante. He tested the last dogcart in July, 
1900, by running it on the road between Versailles and Paris, a 
distance there and back of 20 miles. The dogcart ran most 
regularly. The starting movement and reversing gear were quite 
satisfactory. The brakes worked perfectly well. He tested the 
last Petit Duc саг in November, 1900. It worked satisfactorily. 

Cross-examined : Mr. FRIswELL never tried the dogcart in ques- 
tion nor either of the two Petit Duc cars. 

The Hon. Cuas. STUART ROLLS said he had taken a considerable 
interest in motor cars from the commencement of their use. He 
examined two cars of the defendants’ in Paris, one a Petit Duc and 
the other a dogcart car. The dogcart started straight away, and the 
Petit Duc, after some dirt on the sparking plug had been removed, 
started immediately. Both cars ran satisfactorily. The speed of 
both was about 15 to 20 miles an hour. 

Cross-examined : He only drove the cars for about a quarter of 
au hour. Я 

Mr. ALFRED Еверк. BIRD, who accompanied the last witness on 
the trials of the cars, gave evidence as to the cars running well and 
satisfactorily. 

Mr. CHARLES FRISWELL was then called, and examined by Mr. 
Terrell, said he drove the дорсагі car in question in July last in 
Paris. Everthing went wrong, and they bad to push the car back 
to the works, and then witness told plaintiffs he refased to take the 
car. He tried the other cars in June last, and finding they were 
old, worn-out machines, he said he would not take them. 

Counsel having addressed tho jury, and his Lordship having 
summed up, the jury returned a verdict for the plaintiffs on the 
claim and counterclaim. Judgment was entered accordingly. 


ISAACSON v. THE NEW (CLAPHAM) QRAND, LIMITED. 


Тнв important action came before his Honour Judge Woodfall and 
a jury on Friday in the Westminster County Court by way of a 
new trial. It was а case in which parents sued for damages under 
the Employers’ Liability Act for the loss of a son, who met with 
his death while working at the electrical plant at the New Grand 
Theatre of Varieties, Clapham Junction. Deputy Judge Horton 
Smith, K.C., held that deceased was not a workman within the meaning 
of the Act, and non-suited the plaintiffs, withont calling upon the 
jury for a verdict. Application was then made for an award under 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act, and Mr. Horton Smith, K.C., 
decided he was not & workman witbin the meaning of that Act. 
He also found that the place where he was at work was not a 
factory. Appeals have been before the Appeal and Divisional 
Courts, and there bave been interlocutory proceedings in this 
Court. In one appeal it was decided to send the case back for a 
new trial, and in the other Court the proceedings stood adjourned 
pending the result of a new trial. The various hearings have been 
reported from time to time in the Егествіслт Review. Mr. 
Watson Moyses was counsel for the plaintiffs, and Mr. Minton- 
Senhouse for the defendants. 

Mr. MiNTON-BENHOUSE took a preliminary objection on the ground 
that this action could not proceed while the appeal was pending. 

His Honour held that the case should go on de novo. 

Mr. Morsks said deceased was a very energetic young fellow of 
23, and had won scholarships and certificates to the number of 23. 
He was employed by the defendants as electrical engineer at their 
premises where they produced electrical force for the purpose of 
lighting the theatre. The Deputy-Judge had found he was tog 
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skilled to be a workman, but the contention was that he was 
engaged on manual work and was a workman. Не was 
engsged on manual work when be met with his death. The process 
of blowing down tke boilers bad bcen in progress, ard be had 
helped by the direction of his tuperior—Mr. Rayner. Near where 
he was working there was a sump, and а solid cover bad to be moved 
when the blowing down was on. He was pulling a rod out of a 
boiler tube when he stepped into the sump and was scalded to deatb. 
Theevidence would be to the effect that the sump was defrctive, 
апа tkat the defendants were negligent by the fact of Mr. Rayner 
not having it remedied. Further, it would show that deceased bad 
to do a thousand and one jobs that required manual labour. 

Mr. ani Mre. Isaacson gave evidence as to pecuniary lose, the 
wages of deceased being 2 guineas a week. 

FREDERICK WILLI IAM Raynrr, A I. E. E., caid he was super- 
intendent of the electrical plants at the company's various theatres. 
Isaacson was a practical ergincer, ard was engaged by him to “run 
the plant" at Clapbam. Witness detailed the many acts of manual 
labour the position entailed. There should bave been a grating 
instead of the solid cover, and then it could have remained over the 
hole. The sump was in a Cangerous position. 

JOSEPH OWNER, one of Н.М. inspectors of factories, and Cbarles 
CooPER, consulting ard electrical engineer, agreed that the sump 
жаз in a dangerous position. 

His Honour upheld the contention of Mr. Senhouse that there 
was no negligence, and no care to go to the jury. He therefore 
dismissed the jury and non-suited the plaintiffs. 

Mr. MoysrEs pressed that the case was sent back for the purpose 
of getting a verdict from the jury, not only as to whether the 
deceased was a workman, but as to whether there was a defect in the 
plant, and whether there was negligence. 

His Honovr said he held there was ro case to go to the jury. 

Mr. Morsks applied pro forina for an award under the Workmen's 
Compensation Act, and asked for stay of execution for leave to 
appeal. 

His Honour adjourred the application under the Workmen’s 
Compersation Act, and granted leave to appeal with reference to 
his decision under the other Act. 


EERRENBERG ELECTRIC Lamp SYNDICATE, LIMITED, v. LOWDEN. 


THIS cate came before Mr. Justice Bruce and a common jury in the 
King’s Bench Division on 20th inst. The acticn was brought by 
the plaintiffs to recover from the defendant £49 15s., the balance 
of а sum alleged to be due for electric lamps sold and delivered to 
the defendant. The defendant, by his defence, alleged that the 
terms of dealing were not those alleged by the plaintiffs, and 
alternatively that the lamps sold by the plaintiffs to him were sold 
with a warranty, and that the lamps so sold were not in accordance 
with the warranty. The defendant claimed, therefore, that he had 
a set-off against the plaintiffs’ claim, and counterclaimed for damages 
for alleged breach of warranty. Mr. Wills appeared as counsel for 
the plaintiffs and Mr. Knight for the defendant. 

Mr. WILLS, in opening the case, eaid that the plaintiff company 
was formed in the year 1898 for the purchase of a patent which 
had been taken out by a gentleman named Berrenberg, the patent 
being of a pump for the purpose of the exhaustion of air in electric 
lamps. Mr. Berrenberg sold the patent to the company, and was a 
large shareholder in the company. The company carried on 
business from 1898, down to the date when they entered into 
negotiations with the defendant in or about October, 1900. At 
that time the defendant obtained an introduction to the plaintiff 
company, and entered into negotiations with them for the purpose 
of becoming an agent of the company forthe sale of their goods. 
Defendant desired to have the sole agency in London or some 
district for the sale cf the company's goods. Trat, how- 
ever, the plaintiffs were unable to grant, but the negotia- 
tions went on, and ultimately it was arranged that the 
defendant bavirg коше customers of his own for lam pe, 
should purchase them from the plaintiffs upon certain terms 
agreed between the parties. Accordingly there was a certain 
sliding ecale 68 to price arranged according to the quantities of 
lamps purchased from the plaintiffs by the defendant. Between 
October 2nd, 1900, and January 28th, 1901, a number of deliveries 
were made to persons upon orders given by the defendant to the 
plaintiffs, amounting in all to a sum of £59 128, or thereaboute, on 
account of which only a small sum had been paid, and against which 
there were one or two credits, making the plaintiffs’ claim alto- 
gether to £49 15s. The last delivery was on January 28th, 1901. 
During the time when the deliveries were taking place the de- 
fendant made a few complaints to the plaintiffs with regard tothe 
lamps supplied, but that was a thing which always bappened in 
regard to these things. When lamps were returned on the ground 
that they did not burn propeily, the plaintiffs supplied fresh ones. 
On January 28th the defendant had paid nothing to the plaintiffs 
іа respect of the lamps he had had, and accordingly in the 
month of February a demand was made upon defendant that he 
should pay the sum of £53 0s. 8d., the amount due on the invoice, 
lent to the defendant by plaintiffs. A meeting took place between 
Mr. Rose, the manager cf the plaintiff company, and the defendant, 
in order to discuss the payment of the account by the defendant. 
Defendant then made some complaint about the character of lamps 
supplied, and he told Mr. Rose he was not in a position to pay the 
moncy. Mr. Rose, on behalf of the company, sgreed that if 
the defendant would pay £5 down and would pay £20 more by the 
end of June, there would be an end to all questions between the 
parties. The defendant did pay the £5 down, but never paid the 
£20, and thercfore the arrangement came to an end, and therefore 
the plaintiffs claimed to have the amount sued for. The plaintiff 


company did not do very well, and on June 14th, 1901, a receiver 
was appointed on behalt of debenture-holders. Mr. Wilson was 
appointed receiver, and on two occasions defendant called on 
Mr. Wilson with regard to the payment of his account, and made 
cffers of £10 and other offers in settlement, whicb, however, Mr. 
Wilson declined to accept. At that time no suggestion was made 
that the defendant bad a counterclaim with regaid to the quality 
of the lamps supplied. Under there circumstances the receiver 
obtained leave to bring this suit, in order to collect the money due 
from the defendant to the company. The main iesue the jury would 
tave to try was whether any damage was caused to the defendant 
by reason of the quality of the lamps supplied by the plaintiffs. 

Mr. Joun HOWARD, Agent-General for Nova Scotia, residing in 
Pall Mall, examined, said he was managing director of the plaintiff 
company from 1898 to early in 1901. He remembered the defen- 
dant calling upon him about October, 1900. Negotiations took place 
by letters and orally with regard to the defendant becoming agent 
for the company, but defendant was never appointed agent to the 
company. It was arrarged that if Jamps were supplied to the 
defendant he was to get а varying 1apnge of discounts according to 
the number of lamps he took within one year, and that the 
defendant would be responsible for the payment of thoee lamps to 
the syndicate. In fact, the defendant was to act as a buyer and not 
as agent to the company. Witness received numbers of orders for 
the lamps from the defendant between Octcber, 1900, and the end 
cf January, 1901. The amcurt of the claim on the writ was 
correct. 

Cross- examined: During the time tkat defendant was supplied 
with the lamps he mace certain complaints about the efficiency of 
the lamps, and there were complaints from other people besides the 
defendant. Some of the lamps supplied to the defendant were 
wrongly marked 100 voltage." That was a pure mistake. Where 
there was a complaint about the lamps others were supplied. Where 
a lamp was returned credit was given for it to the defendant. 

Re-examined: All the time that the defendant was making 
these complaints he was going on giving fresh crders for those 

oods. 

й Mr. Тнов. A. Rose, examined by Mr. Wills, sad he was а con- 
sulting electrical engineer. He was appointed manager of the 
plaintiff company in February, 1901; that was after the last con- 
tignment of goods to the defendant in Janusry. On behalf of the 
plaintiff company he had an ihterview with the defendant on 
May 14th, 1901, as to his account. Defendant then complained 
about the lamps, and offered to pay £20 in settlement of his account. 
Witness offered to take £25, and it was then arranged that 
defendant should pay £5 down and the balance at the end of the 
following month. Defendant paid the £5 down, but did not pay 
the remainder. 

Cross-examined : When he became manager, toa large extent, the 
business of the company was disorganised, owing to the inefficiency 
of many of the lamps sent out. The ordinary price of the lamps 
on the average, taking them all round, was about 1144. each to 
the trade. He sold about 54,000 of the Jamps for £550, or about 
24d. each. The Berrenkerg pump was working all right when he 
was there. 

To his LonpsHip the WiTNEsS said that he sold the 54,000 lamps 
‘because they were inefficient. 

Cross-examination continued : Sometimes the pump was inefficient 


. and sometimes rot. He understood, before he went to the com- 


pany, that the company were experimenting with the filaments. 
That was not while he was there. He made his own filaments. 
Не could not вау what was the matter with the lamps in question, 
because the lamps were not made during his time. The defendant 
complained to him that he was losing his customers by reason of 
the lamps being bad. 

Re- examined: When be went to the company it was suffering 
from want of capital. That was a serious thing for a company. 

Mr. Knicut: You did not expect us to find capital, did you? 

Mr. WiLLs: Yourtime for making a speech has not yet arrived. 

Re-examivation continued: The defendant could not specify any 
customers that he had lost through the inefficieat lamps supplied to 
him. Inevery make of lamp you expected at least 2 to 3 per cent. 
of inefficient lamps. Some makes ranged up to 10 per cent. or 
more. The average price of an English-made lamp was between 
9d. and 10d. They were more expensive than foreign-made lamps. 
Foreign-made lamps ranged from 4d. upwards. 

Mr. EpwARD PARKER WILSON examined, said he was an ac- 
countant, and was appointed the receiver on behalf of the deben- 
ture holders of the plaintiff company. As such receiver he sold the 
stock of the company. He sold the 54,000 lamps for £550, but they 
were sold without any guarantee at all. He sold the plant and 
machinery of the company for £6,250. He carried on the business 
of the company for eight months in order to try and sell it asa 
going concern. Defendant called on him, and said he could not 
pay his account, but offered £10. Witness refused to take it. 
Defendant then said: “ You can do what you like; you cannot make 
me bankrupt, as the amount is under £50." Witness replied, “ the 
costs will soon make it up to that amount." 

His LoRpbsHiP suggested at this stage that the parties should 
endcavour to come to terms. 

Mr. WILLS eaid that he was willing to stand by the arrangement 
made in May, when the matter was discussed between the parties. 

His Іоврѕнір : What do you say, Mr. Knight? 

Mr. Кміант: My counterclaim ів a large one. 

His LonpsuIP: Oh, your counterclaim! I should think that the 
amount your client agreed to pay would meet the case; you both 
agreed to it then. It seemed a fair compromise to both parties at 
that time. We shall spend a lot of money and time in determining 
tbe matter. The amount in dispute is not worth half the money you 
are spending on it. 
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Wirts! Well, that is the offer we make. We offered to 
have t е case tried in thd County Court 
. His Lonpsare: А very proper case for the County Court. Well, 
ko on, probably you will regret it. 
Mr. Witts: Well, that is my case, my Lord. 
Mr. Кинт then opened the defendants case. He said tho 
plaintifts had prosecuted the claim in a very peculiar manner. The 
tement of claim alleged that the defendant was a commission 
agent in the employ of the plaintiff company, but their witnesses 
proved that he was nothing of the kind. He would not, however, 
raise any point on that, but would be content to rest his case on the 
merite. The complaints that the defendant made about the lamps 
to the plaintiffs were both many, persistent and serioug. The 
Gefence to the claim was, tbat the lamps sold to the defendant were 
во inefficient as to be worth nothing. If the jury were satisfied 
that that was so, they must find a verdict for the defendant on the 
claim. Out of the £69 worth of goods supplied by the plaintiffs 
to the defendant, £36 worth had not been paid for by his customers. 
Defendant could not sue them, because he had guaranteed lamps 
more valuable, and they proved otherwise. On this head the 
defendant counterclaimed for £31 12s. 3d., and also for a further 
sum of £15 16s. 1d., the discount or profit he would have made if 


the goods had been all right. Defendant then made a general claim 


for damages by reason of the loss of his customer:. 

Mr. Lowpen, the defendant, examined, said that when he saw 
Mr. Howard for the first time, Mr. Howard told him that the lamps 
were the best in the world. He told Mr. Howard that he had a 
valuab'e connection, and could probably sell 100,000 lamps in a 
year. The lamps which he sold to his customers were stamped 
wish his name. Amongst the firms that complained about the lamps 
were the Hotel Victoria, the Metropole, the Grand, the Junior 
Army and Navy Stores, and many others. Every time he gota 
complaint he went down to see Mr. Howard. Altogether he 
obtained 83 customers to take the lamps, and all were large con- 
sumers of electric light. Witness got orders from these people 
because he told them that he bad got the best lamp in the world. 
All but two of them were dissatisfied with the lamps. 

Cross-examined: The lamps were 24-watt lamps—that was to 
say, they were able to make a candle-power with 24 watts. That 
was economical. Не had lost several customers through the bad 
lampe supplied to them by him. Plaintiffs tad asked him to go 
round to his customers and collect all the lamps which were said to 
be inefficient. Of course, he would not do so. Inefficient lamps 
such as these were worth nothing, and when they were no use, 
customers would throw them away. 

Mr. WiLLs: Is there not platinum in them ?—Yes, bat about 
half a farthing’s worth. 

We often see in the electrical papers advertisements from people 
offering to buy old or disused lamps ?—Yes, but not such lamps ав 
iih Ediewans would probably have 3d. worth of platinum in 

em. 

WiTNESS, further cross-examined, said he bad nothing but com- 
plaints from the people and firms using the lamps, and thia caused 
bim much damage with his customers. 

Other evidence being given in support of the defendant's case, 
the jury eventually returned a verdict for the plaintiffs on the claim 
for £24, and for the defendant on the counterclaim for £15, and 
judgment was entered accordingly with costs on the High Court 

e. 


THE CYCLONE THEORY OF MAGNETISM. 
Bx HENRY E. Р. COTTRELL, A. M. I. C. E. 


THE electro-dynamic phenomena investigated by Ampere in 
the first quarter of the nineteenth century, which led to 
the formulation of the solenoid theory of magnetism, have been 
during the last decade advanced several steps further by Mr. 
C. L. Weyher, whose name is well known in connection with 
investigations in meteorology, and especially into the genesis 
of cyclones, waterspouts, and circular storms. One of the 
most interesting exhibits in connection with the French Science 
. Section of the late Paris Exhibition was that made by Mr. 


Weyher of working models illustrating his theory of cyclones ` 


and of magnetisation. Anything that tends to elucidate the 
action of currents on the ultimate particles of the conductors 
through which they circulate or the masses of metal which 
they affect is most valuable, because of its possible bearing 
upon the devices by which electrical energy is controlled and 
utilised, and no apology is required for directing the atten- 
tion of your readers to Mr. Weyher's experiments and the ipfer- 
ences to which they give rise. Ampere's theorems on 
electro-magnetism are too well known to require recapitula- 
tion. Suffice it to remark, that the very numerous and 
extended experiments upon which these thecrems were 
based afforded what has been accepted ever since as conclusive 
pron of the correctness of the postulates on which they were 
, and of the deductions made therefrom. This correct- 

ness has never been challenged, and the vast advance made 


since Ampere’s day in all matters connected with electricity 

has only served to confirm it yet further. The propagation 
of electrical waves in spirals rotating in a constant direction 
around the rectilinear axis of motion, was also indicated by 
Arago's experiments with soft iron wire conductots, whereby 
these conductors were turned into limited solenoids with 
magnetic properties analogous to, if not identical with, solenoids 
proper and magnetised bars, These properties, when viewed 
in the light of Mr. Weyher’s experiments, afford a ready ex- 
planation of many of the obscure phenomena discovered and 
investigated at that period—e.g., the mutual attraction of 
currents proceeding in similar directions along parallel con- 
ductors, and their repulsion when proceeding in opposite 
directions. But this will become clearly evident when Mr. 
Weyher’s experiments have been described more fully. These 
in their inception were simply extensions of experiments 


undertaken to reproduce the meteorological conditions 


attendant on all cyclonic motions in the air, and inferentially 
in any other mobile medium, gaseous or liquid, and were, 
indeed, suggested by the latter. Motion of а cyclonic 
character can be readily set up in any medium of a mobile 
character by simply revolving cylindrical, spherical or disc- 
shaped fans provided with fixed vanes mounted on a shaft. 
All these fans are endowed with the common property, when 
revolved, of taking in air along the axis of revolution, апа 
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giving it out around the -periphery of the vanes, that is, 
receiving it at their poles, and expelling it at their equator. 
These fans, for the purpose of experimentally studying the 
cyclonic motions to which their revolutions give rise, can be 
constructed of the flimsiest materials. Wooden rods of the 
size of pencils form the shafts, and ordinary cardboard or 
thick paper the vanes, and Mr. Weyher’s models in the 
exhibition were merely glorified samples of these simple and 
inexpensive contrivances. If the cyclonic motions in the 
air, set up by a revolving fan of a cylindrical or elongated 
shape, be studied by means of small pieces of gold leaf let 
fall in its immediate vicinity, it will be seen that these are 
caught up and made to approach the nearest pole of the 
revolving axis along a spiral contracting path, which is 
followed till the middle section of the revolving fan is 
reached. 

This spiral path is still followed in the same direction 
after the middle section is passed, but instead of contracting 
it then expands, till a certain outward limit is reached. 
Here the direction is reversed, and the motion is now con- 
tinued along a contracting spiral path towards the middle 
section of the fan, the same cycle of change in the character 
of the spiral recurring when that section is once more 
reached, and so on indefinitely, as long as the bits of gold 
leaf continue moving under the influence of the air currents 
set up by the revolving fan. This will be readily understood 
by reference to fig. 1, representing a fan, N, S, revolving in 
the opposite direction to the hands of a watch, A, B, C, D, A, 
being the path of one of the pieces of gold leaf, which first 
follows a left-handed and then a right-h«nded spiral (as indi- 
cated by the arrows) around the axis of revolution. The 
number of possible paths is practically infinite, all of them 
turning in a similar fashion around the axis of motion, N, 8, 
of the fan, and criss-crossing each other in the directions 
indicated by the arrows, F, f, F, f, within certain limits at 
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every imaginable distance from the axis, and at every 
imaginable angle of inclination to that axis between the 
extreme positions of parallel and normal. The directions on 
each side of the middle section or neutral zone are, be it 
noted, in every case symmetrically opposite. These spiral 
paths at each intersection mutually avoid each other, and 
probably behave in so doing like Lord Kelvin’s vortex rings, 
" which, when their paths intersect and contact occurs, suffer 
a slight deflection, oscillate about their axis of form, and 
proceed on their way in all other respects unaffected by the 
impact. These oscillations about the axis of form in the 
case of the vortical air currents in question give rise to 
transverse vibrations similar in number to the intersections, 
that is to say, infinite. Mr. Weyher remarks: * A phc- 
nomenon here occurs in space analogous to that which can 
be observed on the plane surface of a sheet of water when 
stones are thrown in from different directions; each store 
gives rise to waves which are propagated concentrically 
around it; at each intersection of the wrinkles of a 
given wave with those of a neighbouring wave the water 
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is raised, then lowered, in level, this double movement 
of vibration being produced as many times as there are inter- 
sections, that is, in infinite number. If a great number of 
Stones are thrown in different places at once, presently 
only an indecipherable agitation can be distingushed on the 
gurface of the water, which appears to obey no prccise law, 
and yet the concentric waves arising from each individual stone 
are actually propagated, widening their circles indefinitely 
without the others being able to check their course or inter- 
fere with their regularity. This can readily be discerned 
when one of these waves happens to outstrip its neighbours 
and reaches the shore, to die out, or, rather, to be reflected 
therefrom.” 

But to return to Mr. Weyher’s experiments bearing on 
magnetic phenomena. The character of the dynamic field 
delineated in fig. 1 can be readily understood by constructing 
a model with narrow strips of tin bent to the required spirals 
and soldered at the ends, forming a complete and uninterrupted 
presentment of four opposite vortices. 

Two of these models are threaded on wooden rods, arrows 
are affixed at suitable intervals to indicate the dircction of 
motion, and a glance will show that attraction must take 
place when the spirals facing each other move in the same 
direction, and repulsion when they move in the opposite 
direction. In the first case, as the air flows in the same 
direction as the fans revolve, it is abstracted from the space 
between them faster than it is able to flow’back, the pressure 
is diminished, and the fans, if free to move, must necessarily 
be caused to approach each other (sce fig. 2). In the second 
case (see fig. 3) the reverse occurs; the air is heaped up 
between the revolving fans faster than it can flow away, the 
pressure is increased, and they are caused to diverge. 
Figs. 2 and 8 may be taken to represent either two revolving 
cylindrical fans or two bar magnets N, 8 and s, N, and it will 
be seen that the phenomena of attraction and repulsion in the 
two cases are identical. Fig. 4 represents two cardboard 
cylinders with distinctive colours at the poles, and additional 
arrows indicating the direction of flow in both magnets and 
revolving fans, by means of which Mr. Weyher's experiments 
can be more readily followed, 


The simple mechanical apparatus delineated in figs. 5, 6 
and 7, by which Mr. Weyher reproduced with his revolving 
cylindrical fans the various details of the proof of what may 
be called the first law of magnetism, viz., that poles of the 
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same denomination repel, while those of different denomina- 
tions attract, is sufficiently explained by the figures them- 
selves. The actual size is evidently immaterial, but in the 
exhibited models the rods were of the size of a pencil, there 
were 81x paper vanes 12 in. long by 12 in. to 2 in. wide, and 
the fans were driven from a small dynamo by a thin string off 
small pulleys on the rod ends, the latter being provided with 


Fic. 5. 


а universal joint below the points of suspension, so that the 
fans hung like freely suspended pendulums. Guide pulleys 
to reverse the motion, and a holder and rest to revolve one 
of the fans at right angles to the other were also provided. 
If the fans arranged as in fig. 5 are revolved as shown dia- 
grammaticaly in fig. 3, mutual repulsion is evolved, the 
divergence increasing with the speed of revolution. The 
fans behave exactly as bar magnets would do under similar 
circumstances. If the direction of motion in both fans be 
reversed, repulsion still occurs as if the magnets had been 
turned upside down. If one fan is revolved in one direction 
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and the other in the other, the fans are attracted just as two 
magnetic bars under the conditions in fig. 2 would be. 
Reversing in both again does not affect the result. In 
fig. 6 one of the fans is constructed so as to slide along its 
axis to enable the lower extremity of the one to be brought 
on a level with the upper extremity of the other. On being 
rotated as before, they again behave precisely as two bar 
magnets under similar circumstances will do. Fig. 7 shows 
the arrangement by which the fans are rotated at right 
angles, tke vertical fan only being free to move. Here, 
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again, if the two fang are suitably rotated so that two х 
ends or two s ends are opposed, repulsion occurs, and the 
vertical fan moves away from the horizontal; while if & is 
opposed to s or s to Ny the reverse takes place again as with 
magneta. 

By revolving the fans sufficiently slowly occular demon- 
stration of the identity of their behaviour with the rule laid 
down for magnets under Ampere's law can be readily 
obtained. 

The second law, he «Lich every fragment of a magnet 
possesses identical properties with the original magnet itself, 
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irrespective of size, can be readily proved with the revolving 
fans, by removing any desired proportion of the vanes and 
repeating the preceding experiments. 

The third law, by which the locus of maximum magnetic 
attraction and repulsion is indicated as situated some distance 
within the ends of a magnet, and not at the actual extremities, 
can readily be seen to be absolutely parallelled in the fans. 
For in these the streams of air directed centripetally are not 
taken in exclusively at the ends, but also in a diminishing 
degree along the periphery towards the centre. From this 
it follows that the maximum centripetal cffect must 
necessarily lie at some distance from those ends, as in a 
magnet. 

(To be continued.) 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION. 


Wix reference to this extraordinary Statute (Workmen's Compen- 
sation Act, 1897), the members of the Court of Appeal might well 
say Like the poor, it is with us always.” In spite of the final 
determination of a number of vexed questions by the Houre of 
‚ Lords, new points continually arise owing, in the first place, to the 
peculiar want of art which was displayed in drafting the more 
important clauses, and, in the second place, to the fact that em- 
ployers, or the insurar ce companies who represent them, are so 
nearly affected by the terms of the Statute, that they are anxious 
to avail themselves of every loophole of escape. 

It would be impossible, in the space at our disposal, to give any 
lengthy account of the cases which һауз recently been heard in 
the Court of Appeal. The following summary, however, may serve 
to emphasise some of the points which have lately been decided. 

The text of the Act is so well known by this time to employers, 
that there is little need to explain it at length. 

(a) Who їз Entitled to Compensation /—The Act applies essen- 
tially to workmen, and a meaning to this term was given in the 
case of Evans v. The Penwyllt Dinas Bilica Frick Company [18 
T.L.R, 58]. There tle applicant was а quarry man emplcyed 
under a written agreement on the terms that he should be paid so 
much for every ton of material which he worked. Не used to hire 
the men who worked under him, and discharged them. The County 
Court Judge found, as a fact, that this man was a workman within 
the mesning of the Act, and awarded him compensation for an 
accident. This decision was affirmed in the Court of Appeal. 

(b) When is a Workman Entitled to Compensation ?—Practically 
the only accidents for which an employer is not bound to make 
compensation are those occasioned by ‘serious and wilful mis- 
conduct on the part of a workman.” This again is a question of 
fact for the County Court Judge. In two recent cases we have 
valuable illustrations of what is not serious and wilful misconduct. 

A boy was working at a machine used for cutting screws. He 
leaned over a circular saw, which was in motion, to pick up an 
ut соб screw which bad fallen from its place, and, in doing so, 
injured his finger. He had been frequently told not to put his 
hand across the saw. The County Court Judge found that, though 
he was negligent, he was not guilty of serious and wilful miscon- 
duct. The Court of Appeal upbeld this decision. [Reeks v. Kynocb, 
18 T. L. R, 34] , 

Again, in John v. Albion Coal Company (18 T. L R, 27), a miner 
was killed in a colliery by a journey of trams while he was going 


from his work along the main haulage road upon which the trams 
ran. The miners employed in the colliery always left the mine by 
this road. There were manholes at intervals along the road, and on 
the day in question, the deccased man was warned by a fellow 
wolkman that the journey was coming near, and that he should 
get into а manhole. The deceased did not do so, and was killed. 
The County Court Judge, having found that the accident was caused 
by the sericus and wilful misconduct of the deceased, held that 
there was evidence upon which he could so find. 

3. What Class of Employment Comes Within- the Act ? —Broadly 
speaking, only those who are employed on, in, or about a mine, 
factory, or engineering work, or a building over 30 ft. high in the 
course of construction or demolition are entitled to claim com- 
pensation. The term factory includes a warehouse." In the case 
of Wilmott v. Paton (18 T.L.R., 48), it has been held that the term 
warehouse does not merely apply to a place contiguous to water. 
It was also decided in that case that with regard to premises used 
for the purpose of breaking up old iron by a heavy weight which 
was raised by a mechanical appliance moved by hand, thero was 
evidence upon which the County Court Judge could find that the 
premises were a warehouse.” Hence a workman injured in the 
course of his employment in such а place, was awarded com- 
pensation. 

The term “factory also includes every dock, wharf and quay." 
Much difficulty has been experienced in arriving at а correct 
definition of the terms “wharf and dock." The unwritten rule 
which now appears to be followed in all cases of difliculty may be 
eaid to be that if there is a doubt whether a particular structure is 
a dock or a wharf, the benefit of the doubt is given to the work- 
man. The opinion of the Ccuaty Coart Judge is final on the point. 
Thus in Cattermole т. the Atlantic Transport Company (18 T.L.R., 
102), it was held that employ ment on a ship lying in a wet dock is em- 
ployment in a factory within the meaning of the Act. The same prin- 
ciple was applied in Bartell v. Gray (18 T. L.R.,70). In the case of Ellis 
v. William Cory & Son (18 T. L. R. 23), а workman had been injured 
on a floating structure moored in a river, and having no means of 
communication with the land except by boats. It was u:ed for the 
loading and unloading of cargoes. The County Court Judge held 
that the applicant had been injured in the courae of his employment 
on а “ wharf,” and that he was entitled to compensation. 

We have mentioned that the Act provides for compensation in 
case of injury to a workman employed in the construction, repair, or 
demolition of a building which exceeds 30 ft. in height, and in con- 
nection with which a scaffold is being used. Difficult questions 
have arisen as to the meaning of the term 30 ft. in height. Ia 
McGrath v. Neill (18 T. L. R., 36) a building under construction 
measured, at the time of an accident to a workman, over 30 ft. in 
height from the top of the footings above the concrete foundation, 
but if measured from the basement floor, the height would be under 
30 ft. There was evidence that no more than the level of the 
building at the top of the footings bad been covered in. The County 
Court Judge found that the building exceeded 30 ft. in height; the 
Court of Appeal refused to distort his finding, saying that the 
proper place to measure frem was the level where the footings were 
covered in. 

The term “scaffolding” bas also proved to be difficult of interpre- 
tation, mainly because the judges decline to give the word its natural 
and ordinary meaning. Fer irstance, in the casc of Veaz:y v. 
Chattle (10 T. L. R., 99), the applicant bad placed a ladder against 
a house over 30 ft. in height. On the roof of the building he placed 
a "crawl board” to enable him to reach the ridge. This erection, 
which, in cur view, is very far removed from the ordinary notion of 
а scaffold, was held to be a scaffold " by the County Court Judge at 
Derby. This view was supported in the Court of Appeal, but Lord 
Justice Stirling refused to take the view adopted by the other 
members of the Court. 

Іа a case which was decided so recently as June 3rd, 1902, it was 
held that a man injured when working on a tramline is entitled t» 
the benefits of the Act. 

(c) The Method of Estimating the Amount of Compensation.— Here 
again extraordinary diflicuities are experienced which continuous 
litigation for a period of nearly three years has not yet set at rest. 
The sum to be paid is based upon the average weckly earnings. It has 
been held that in order to arrive at the "average" weekly 
earnings it is rot necessary that the workman shall have been. 
employed for a full period of two weeks. Ia the case of Ayres v. 
Buckeridge (18 T.L.R., 20) the question arose as to how compensa- 
tion should be assessed when a workman is employed by the hour 
and has to work s» many hours a day. Thus in the case under 
notice a workman was engaged for 11 hours a day for five days in 
the week and five hours on Saturday. Оа the fourth day of his 
employment he was killed in an accident. The County Court Judge 
awarded compensation on the basis that the man’s average weekly 
earnings were what һе would have carned had he worked his entire 
number of hours in each week. The Ccuit of Appeal decided that 
this finding was right, althongh there was nothing to compel the 
workman to work for the full number of hours in each weck. 

It is submitted that the ca:es which are considered above, afford 
indisputable proof of the fact that there is a tendency in the 
Courts to lean in favcur of the workman. In doing sothey dutifully 
follow the principles laid down in the cases which have reached the 
House of Lords. It із thus that the spirit cf a badly-drafted Act is 
made applicable to one portion of the community at the expense of 
another. 

But the legislature is not content to entrust the clandestire 
extension of the Workmen's Compensation Act to the executive. 
All unkncwn to the majority of commercial men, the Act has 
received considerable extension by means of the Factory and 
Workshop Act of 1901, which came into force on January 1st, 1902. 
As we have seen, the Compensation Act applies to such places a: are 


— 


factories within the meaning of the Factory Acta. In the new Act 
by Sec. 104, "évefy dock, wharf, quay and warehouse, and all 
machinery of plant used in the process of loading or unloading or 
toaling any ship in any dock, harbour and canal," is included in the 
definition of the work factoty. The words in italics are new. 

Further, the words loading and unloading formerly applied only 
to loading and unloading from or toa dock, wharf, quay or ware- 
house. They now apply toships. This amendment involves a very 
material extension of the application of the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act But this is not all. A further amendment of the law, of 
Considerable interest to electrical engineers, has been made. 
Hitherto electrical generating stations, not being included in the 
term factory, have only come within the Workmen's Compensation 
Act on the ground that they are engineering works.” Turning to the 
new Factory Act, we find that the term non textile factory now includes 
—by Sched. VI., Pt. I. (20) —“ electrical stations,” that is to say, 
any premises, or that part of any premises, in which electrical 
energy is generated or transformed for the purpose of supply by 
way of trade, or for the lighting of any street, public place, or 
public building, or of any hotel, or of any railway, mine, or other 
industrial undertaking. Hence, if the stoker who looks after the 
fire which works an electrical plant in a large hotel suffers from the 
effects of an accident, he is brought, by back-handed legislation of 
an extraordinary character, within the provisions of the Compensa- 
tion Act! This is one of the features of the new Factory Act. We 
anticipate that its proper interpretation will involve as much litiga- 
tion as the Workmen’s Compensation Act. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Are Works War Funds.—The handsome sum of £508 
bas been contributed to the War Relief Fund for soldiers and 
sailors' wives and families by the employés at the Arc Works, 
Chelmsford (Messrs. Crompton & Co., Limited), by weekly penny 
gubscriptions. 


Books Received.—“ The Electrical Catechism,” com- 
piled from the regular issues of Power. New York: Hill Publishing 
Company. 1902. $2.00. 

" Alternating Current Machines: being the Second Volume of 
Dynamo-Electric Machinery,” by 8. Sheldon and Н. Macon. 
London: Crosby Lockwood & Son; New York: D. van Nostrand 
Company. 1902. 123. net. 

" Britain for the British," by Robert Blachford. 
Clarion Press, 1902. 3d. 


Catalogues, &c.—Mr. J. Pitkin, of Clerkenwell, has 
issued a revised list R, giving prices and illustrations of his 
ammetera, voltmeters, cell testers, recorders, &c. A list of some of 
the central stations which are using Pitkin’s instruments is given. 

Merera. Ch. Mildé, Fils & Cie., of Paris, have sent us price lista 
of their telephonic apparatus and belle. The former are arranged 
for both public and private systeme, and are made in a great variety 
of desigrs, with all kinds of accessories. The latter comprise 
numerous forms of bells, indicators, pushes, batteries, insulators, 
&c. 

Mr. G. Braulik, who is introducing a line of arc lamps of English 
manufacture, has sent us his new list giving prices and particulars 
of these. Tbe main advantages claimed for these lamps are 
— moderate cost ; they arestrongly made and burn well; the working 
parts are few and easily acjusted ; the lamp is of neat appearance, 
and all necessary repairs can be executed in England at short notice. 
The particulars embrace open type D.C. and A. c. lamps, burning for 
12 to 18 hours; outside lamps for shop windows; enclose 1 ty pe 
D.C. and a.c. lamps, together with carbons, resistances, choking coils 
and transformers, patent winch and coupling, &c. АП the lamps 
are of the single-carbon fo:ussing type, and can be arranged to burn 
in parallel or series. 

Mesars. Mecban & Sons, of Scotstown Iron Works, Glasgow, who 
have been appointed manufacturers of Prof. Watkinson's patent 

appliances for superheating steam, &c, have sent us а fly-sbeet, 
drawing attention to the advantages of their '' British Steam Super- 
heater." "This is constructed entirely of mild steel, the tubes beirg 
solid drawn, and due provision is made for expansion, &c. The 
Watkinson economiser, which acts by heating the air supplied to 
the furnaces instead of heating the feed water, is also described. 

We have received from the Howard Conduit Company, Limited 
of Trafford Park, a copy of their latest catalogue, and also a emall 
sample of their asphalt solid system. The catalogue is excellently 
illustrated, and describes their asphalt conduits, troughing, and 
accessories for underground mains. We learn that this system is 
now recognised by many authorities as an excellent system of 
insulation. The works are exceedingly busy, and extensions are 
in hand. Amongst numerous others the company’s products have 
been, or are beirg, laid at the following places:— Windsor, Trafford 
Park, Bournemouth, Nottingham, Eccles, Lancaster, &c., and they 
have also secured the contract for one year's supply of asphalt 
troughing from the Salford Corporation, and that for the whole of 
the troughing for the Leatherhead electric lighting scheme. 

Messrs. Veritys, Limited, have brought out a circular, No. 38, 
dealing with the Jewell moviug coil instruments, which tbey are 
putting on the market as high-class moving coil instruments of 
great accuracy. Amongst the special features which are detailed, 
it is claimed that it is pos-ible to adjust the scale without opening 
vhe instrument, another u:eful feature being that the pins are 
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Situated at points Cn thé 65015 Notizdntal diametèt айй the Aistancé 
between their centres is constant for .dll sifes This greatly 
simplifies the mounting of instruments upon boards. 

A number of new lists have come to hand from the Sun Elec- 
trical Company, Limited, one dealing with their electric fans ; 
another devoted to electtic bells, indicators, &c., embodies a good 
range of all requisities necessary for this particular branch; one is 
a small list of telephones for private houses, hotels, &». ; while a 
small brochure catalogue of electric light fittings has been compiled 
specislly with a view to making it useful to contractors when 
в :ndiug out their estimates, inasmuch as it embodies a good range 
of the cheaper class of fittings suitable fo- use throughout the house, 
and also includes a good many of the Sun Company's latest designs 
in wathetic styles. 

The Premier Electric Lamp Company, Limited, of Liverpool, are 
sending out circulars relating to their “ Premier” glow lamps for 
which new and extensive works have b:en equipped at Huyton 
Quarry, Liverpool, with modern electrically-driven machinery. 
Some advice is given as to how to choose a glow lamp, and the good 
points of the Premier “Traction” lamp are mentioned. High aud 
low voltage lamps, and lamps for street lig iting and high candle- 
powers, also miniature lamps for decorative lamps are shown in the 
list. We understand that a number of important contracts for 
large installations are in hand, and that the Traction“ lamp is 
in demand by numerous electric tramway authorities. 


Coronation Illuminations on the E.L.B. System.— 
We understand that the output of illumination material and 
devices on the E.L.B. system has exceeded the most sanguine 
expectations of the Electric Lighting Boards Companies. H.M. 
Office of Works has been using the E.L.B. system for part of the 


"work at Westminster Abbey ; it is applied throughout the Stock 


Exchange, and over the great façades of the Prudential Insurance 
Company and the Gresbam Insurance Company. Of clubs using it 
there are the United Service Club, the Conservative Club, and the 
Devonshire Club. Along the Embankment there is an extensive 
display in the Temple Gardens. In the West End an exceedingly 
elaborate and clever display of the system is on the Hippodrome 
building, another on Messrs. Marshall & Snelgrove's big frontages, 
and another at Messrs. Liberl y's premises in Regent Street. Among 
tLe various banking houses Lloyd's Bank and Martin's Bank are 
equipped with this system. Further, there are endless devices on 
the E.L.B. system applied to ordinary business premises in tbe 
City, in the West End, and also on quite a number of private resi- 
dences in Mayfair. It is stated that the Electric Lighting Boards 
Company has, however, suffered throuzh the Supply Company’s 
heavy charges for connecting up, and we are informed that in no 
Jess than 170 cases have orders been cancelled owing to these charges 
being resented and gas hence being used in place of electricity. 
The short-sighted policy of certain supply companies has been detri- 
mental throughout. 


Dissolutions, &c.—The Telephonic Bell-Push Syrdica'e 
is winding up voluntarily. Mr. H. A. Wilson, of 39, Lombard 
Street, E.C., is liquidator. | : 

Messra. F. F. Bennett, A. W. Thomas, ard J. W. Donaldson 
(Bennett & Ward Thomas, electrical engineers, Manchester) have 
dissolved partnership, and Messrs. Thomas & Donaldson will con- 
tiaue the business. 


The G.E.C. Fire.—The directors of the General Electric 


Co. (1900), Limited, finding that an impression is prevalent that 
in consequence of the disastrous fire which occurred on the 9th inst., 
the company are unable to execute ordera, wish to say that the 
large ttocks held at their branches, and the exceptional facilities 
for manufacture at their various works, have enabled them to 
efficiently cope with the strain which the fire has put upon their 
resources, and all orders can be executed with promptitude. As, 
however, it is possible that some order sheets may have been lost, 
any customer noticing that an order placed by him has not been 
executed with the utual promptitude, should forward a copy. 


Imports of Foreign Electrical Goods and Apparatus. 
—The monthly returns issued by the Board of Trade, so far as they 
relate to the imports of foreign electrical goods into this country, 
only give the aggregate total, no indication being given as to the 
couLtry of origin of such imports. We have, however, been able to 
secure this information and append a table, showing the imports by 
countries during tke past two years :— 


Imports ef Foreign Electrical Goods and Apparatus into the 
United. Kingdom. 


1901. 1969. 

United States £388,181 £332,801 
Holland 149,014 115,016 
France 123,927 140,055 
Belgium 87,242 76,712 
Germany 74,214 86,951 
Sweden 17,712 9,155 
Other countries 8,967 5,256 

£849,257 £1,265,946 


Quting.—4A party of 50 of Messrs, W. T. Glover and 
Co.'s :taff, who Lave been at work on one section of the Manchester 
соп }a-t went for an outing a few days ago to Tideswell, Derby- 
shir: Journeying by train to Buxton, the men drove to Tideswell, 
where dinner was served. 


(Continued on page 1057.) 
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SALFORD CORPORATION ELECTRICITY 
WORKS AND TRAMWAYS. 


THE borough of Salford has possessed a tramway system 
since as long ago as 1874, and has supplied iteelf with elec- 
tricity, on the high pressure alternating current system, 
since 1896; but the tramways were leased to a company until 
1900. Before the expiration of the lease, the Council had 
come to the conclusion that it would be advisable not to 
renew it, but to take over the tramways and work them 
itself by electrical means ; further, that the existing station, 
which contained generating plant of only 360 kw. output, 
supplemented by battery sub-stations, to feed a total connec- 
tion equivalent to over 50,000 8-c.». lamps, and had cost, 
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À site was chosen on Corporation land in Strawberry Road, 
Pendleton, much nearer the centre of the area supplied, and 
on the bank of the Bolton and Bury Canal. The direct 
current system was adopted, with a declared pressure of 
220 volts for lighting, on the three-wire system, which 
permitted power to be supplied to motors at 440 volta, The 
same generators are also used to supply power to the tram- 
ways at 500—550 volts. 

Avoiding the error into which so many municipal under- 
takings of this kind have fallen—that of under-estimating the 
demand, and putting down plant which has to be extended 
before it even gets to work—the Corporation adopted Messrs. 
Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar’s estimates and designs for a 
station of 6,400 Kw., presenting a striking contrast with the 
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with the mains, about £100,000, could not profitably be 
extended to cope with the rapidly increasing load. 

Up to that time the fortunes of the undertaking had not 
been particularly happy; a considerable deficit had been 
shown in each year’s accounts, though the fact that the 
amount to be provided from the rates was rapidly diminish- 
ing was of good omen for the future. The system, how- 
ever, was defective; there was too much transformation, 
with ita inevitable losses, and the Corporation was well 
advised when it decided to completely reorganise the under- 


taking, and at the same time to: makę due provision for the 


power required to operate the tramways. 

In January, 1899, Messrs. Lacey, Clirehugh & Sillar 
were appointed consulting engineers, and were instructed to 
prepare designs and specifications for a new power station. 


old station at Walness Road, which never contained plant of 
more than 500 kw.! Most of the plant is now in position, 
and the station has been at work for some months. The old 
station was shut down in May last. 

Mr. C. D. Taite, whose highly successful management of 
the Southport electricity and tramway undertakings, combined 
with his previous experience in other stations, amply justified 
the Council’s choice, was appointed borough electrical 
engineer in January, 1901. | 

The new station is of the simplest possible design, con- 
siating: mainly of a boiler house containing a single row of 
boilers, and an engine room equipped with a corresponding 
and parallel row of generating sets. A chimney, economiser, 

and pump room are provided at each end, and the 
plant can be divided into two complete and independent 
Е 
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systems, in case of need. Annexed to the station proper is 
an extremely fine suite of offices, committee room, &c. The 
exceptionally handsome appointments and furniture of these 
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View OF ENcixE Room FROM NoRTH END. 


offices calls for special remark. It is a well-known fact that 
comfortable and refined surroundings exert an elevating and 
stimulating influence over those who work amidst them, and 
here again the Salford Corporation has shown itself to be 
in advance of many of its fellows by taking thought 
for men as well as 
things The effect 
of impressive appear- 
ances upon the 
Councils customers 
ought also to be 
given its due weight 
in this connection, 
for sentiment enters 
even into business, 
The boiler house 
is a spacious room, 
221 ft. long, 56 ft. 
wide, and 44 ft. 
high, well lighted 
from the roof and 
freely ventilated. It 
contains 16 Lanca- 
shire boilers, with 
Galloway tubes, sup- 
plied by Messrs. 
Galloways, Limited. 
Each of these is 30 ft. 
long by 9ft. diameter, 
and is fitted with a 
Musgrave super- 
heater at the back 


end. Тһе boilers 
are arranged in eight 
pairs, each pair 


feeding one engine, 
or supplying steam 
to the main range, 
as desired. — They 
are fitted with coking 
mechanical stokers, 
supplied by Messrs. J. Hodgkinson, of Salford; we under- 
stand that these have proved very successful, with regard 
to both economy and smokelessness, while a noticeable 
feature is the remarkably small space which they occupy 
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in front of the boilers, as shown in our illustration. The 
stokers are worked by an overhead shaft, driven by a 
Westinghouse motor. The steel boiler fittings are of 
Messrs. Galloways’ make; the fittings 
on the front of the boilers were 
supplied by Messrs. Hopkinson. 

Coal is stored in steel bunkers, 
extending the whole length of the 
boiler house, along the wall nearest 
the canal, and immediately over the 
stoking floor; the wall of the boiler 
house is practically flush with the 
canal bank. The total storage capacity 
is about 1,600 tons. The coal, which 
is Lancashire washed slack, is fed to 
the mechanical stokers by means of 
shoots, each of which is fitted with a 
measuring device of the gunpowder- 
flask type. 

The coal supply arrangements are 
of a novel character, distinguished by 
their simplicity. Two electrically- 
driven jib cranes run on rails over the 
top of the bunkers; these swing out 
over the barges, in which the coal is 
delivered in boxes of 20 or 30 cwt., 
lift à box, weigh it, swivel so as to 
bring it over the bunker, and discharge 
the contents, the boxes being made 
with collapsible bottoms to facilitate 
the process. The side of the boiler 
house consiste of open framework above 
the top of the bunkers, to enable the 
Jibs to swing outwards; the apertures 
are closed with light iron screens when 
coaling is not in progress, Arrangements are being made 
to take up the coal with grabs, instead of having it 
delivered in boxes; the latter is a common Lancashire 
custom, but the former is said to be cheaper. The jib 
cranes were supplied by the Clayton Engineering Company. 


VIEW оғ BOILERS AND SUPERHEATERS, FROM SOUTH. 


The ashes are raked from the ashpits of the boilers into 
hoppers, whence they fall through shoots upon an automatic 
ash conveyor of the continuous-plate type, driven by a 
Westinghouse motor; the conveyor takes the ashes to a 
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shoot which deposits them in barges on the canal. Thus Lundell motors. From these the waste gases pass off direct 
neither the coal nor the ash is touched by hand from start to the chimneys, which are 200 ft. high and 18 ft. in 
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ELECT IIC TRAVELLING JIB CRANE, OVER CoAL BUNKER, 


diameter. Feed water is obtained from 
the canal, with the town mains as an 
alternative supply. Two tanks are 
provided, each of which is capable 
of storing 180,000 gallons. There 
are two pump rooms, each containing 
three electrically-driven feed pumps. 
The latter were supplied by Messrs. 
Bertram Thomas & Co., of Manchester, 
and are of the three-throw single-acting 
type, driven through worm gear by 
20-H.P. electric motors; each pump has 
arated capacity of 4,000 gallons of 
water per hour. The pumps feed into 
а common main, which delivers into a 
1-in. feed water ring main, either direct 
or through the economisers. 

The steam piping was carried out 
by Messrs. Sir №. Н. Bailey & Co., 
Limited, and consists of steel, with 
copper bends; the flanges are of steel, 
riveted and welded. The pipes, &c., 
are covered with magnesia sectional 
lagging. The steam traps are partly 
Lancaster & Tonge and partly of the 
Geipel type; the separators were 
made by Messrs. Bailey & Co. 

The superheaters are provided with 
bye-passes, and can easily be lifted out. 


to finish. The conveyor was supplied by Messrs. Graham, The temperature of the superheated steam varies from 
Morton & Co. 480° to 550° F., corresponding fo a superheat of 110° 
The economisers are four in number, two at each end of to 150? F., the boiler pressure being 160 Ibs. per aq. in. 


Front View o» BOILERS AND AUTOMATIC STOKERS. 


the boiler house, and are of the well-known Green type, Each pair of boilers is connected direct to an engine by & 
comprising 400 tubes each. The scrapers are driven by two pipe 8 in. in diameter; a vertical tee from this pipe joins 
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the boilers to a main header 14 in. in diameter, which can 
be used to connect all the boilers, or groups of boilers, in 


BOILER HOUSE, FROM TBE NORTH. 


parallel. Three 
10-in. copper ex- 
pansion bends are 
inserted іп the 
course of the main 
pipe. 

The extra- 
ordinary height of 
the boiler house, 
compared with that 
of the boilers, pro- 
duces a strong 
impression upon 
visitors, and is an 
object lesson in the 
subject of water- 
tube versus cylinder 
boilers, from the 
point of view of 
the relative spaces 
occupied by these 
respective types. 

The engine room, 
on the other hand, 
is well filled. After 
seeing во many 
British stations— 
even brand new ones—filled with assorted 
makes and sizes of engines and dynamos, 
it is pleasing to look along а row of 
eight sets, each of 800 Kw., and all made 
by the same two firms; it is interesting 
to note also that both of the latter, as well 
as the makers of the boilers, stokers, con- 
densers, pumps, cables and lighting switch- 
boards, are local concerns. 

The engine room is lofty, lined with glazed 
bricks, and well lighted from the roof. It 
is spanned by а 30-ton single-motor 
electric travelling crane running on rails at 
a height of 34 ft. from the floor level, made 
by Messrs. Jas. Carrick and Sons. А 
gallery runs along one side and both ends 
of the room, ata height of 15 ft., facilitating 
the supervision of the generating plant and 
leading into the switch room at one end, the 
stores at the other. 

Both the engines and the dynamos have 
been described in previous issues of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW ; a brief recapitulation 
of their leading features will not, however, 
be out of place. "The engines were built by 
Messrs. Drowett, Lindley & Co., of Patricroft, and are rated 
at 1,200 r.i. U. each at normal load, running at a speed of 100 
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revolutions per · minute, with capacity to deal with an overload 
of. 25 per cent. They are of thethree-crank vertical tandem 
compound type, the high-pressure cylinders being carried by 
polished steel pillars above the low-pressure cylinders, in euch 
а way that the covers of the latter can be raised when it, is 
necessary to renew the piston rings. The low-pressare 
cylinders are mounted on cast-iron distance pieces, which 
contain the bored guides for the cross-head sippa and are 
bolted to the top of the crank chamber. e latter is 
strongly ribbed, and is provided with hinged doors at both 
sides, to give free access to the interior. The 

contains the four main bearings, the largest of which, mext 
the fly-wheel, is 14 in. in diameter by 32 in. long. The 
bearings are of gunmetal, lined with Dewrance’s white metal. 
The crankshaft is of the built-up type, the erankpins being 
13 in. in diameter: a 4-in. hole is bored through the shaft 
and pins. The cylinders are 15 aud 32 in. in diameter, with 
a stroke of 30 in.; they are fitted with loose liners, and 
are jacketed, including the covers, with steam at boiler pres- 
sure. The high-pressure valves are of the piston type, the 
low-pressure balanced slide valves, all worked by eccentrics 
on the crankshaft. United States metallic packing is used 
in the stuffing-box of the high-pressure cylinder and the 
upper box of the low-pressure cylinder. 

Forced lubrication is used to all parts of the engines, the 
oil being pumped through a filter by valveless pumps driven 
by eccentrics, 

The governor is 
of the high - speed 
centrifugal type, 
driven by a chain 
at 400 revolutions 
per minute, and 
acting on а throttle 
valve; an auxiliary 
throttle valve 
worked by the same 
governor, admits 
livesteam tothelow- 
pressure cylinder 
when overloads 
occur. An emer- 
gency governor 
shuts down the 
engine in ease of 
any accidental ex- 
cessive rise in speed. 
The maximum 
variation of speed 
between no load 
and full load is 21 
per cent. There 
are two platforms 


ONE OF THE ECONOMISER Rooms. 


round the engines, and all the handles, stop valves, &., 
are brought to one end of the frame. 
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The flyswheel is 16 fl. in diameter, and welghs 18 tons, 
It is made in halves; strongly bolted and cottered together, 
and strengthened by steel rings shrunk on the boss. 

Each engine is S with a separator, The cylinders 
are lagged with asbestos, and smartly finished with planished 
steel. 

A separate jet condenser is provided for each engine, with 
Edwards air pumps, the whole being supplied by Messrs. 
W. II. бш & Co. The pumps are of the thrce-throw 


BUSINESS NOTES: 


(Continued from page 1062.) 


Plant for Sale.—The Manchester Electricity Com- 
mittee announce the sale by tender (June 28th) of three vertical 
compound Galloway engines of 400-т.н.Р. running at 80 revolutions 
per minute, four 250-kw. shunt-wound dynamos, 400 revolutions 
per minute, with belts and jockey pulleys complete, now at the 
electricity works, Dickinson Street, Manchester. 
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type, with barrels 21 in. in diameter, and a stroke of 12 in. 
Each pump is capable of dealing with 18,750 lbs. of steam 
per hour, at à specd of 100 revolutions per minute, and is 
driven by a 50-n.r. motor, made by Messrs, P. R. Jackson 
and Co., Limited. The motors run at 600 revolutions per 
minute, and drive through double reduction gear. The 
pumps draw water from the canal through а suction pipe 
20 in. in diameter, and discharge through a 40-in. pipe with 
Bix outlets. 

The main exhaust pipe runs along the side of the engine 
rcom remote from the boilers, beneath the floor level, from 
end to end; it is of cast-iron, 18 in. in diameter, with 15-in. 
branches to the engines. The exhaust pipe is fitted with a 
valve at tle mid-point, to divide it into two independent 
Fcctiong, and is led up each ега of the building; it is fitted 
with three expansion joints, and each engine is provided with 
tn automatic atmospheric valve. 

Each engine is ccuphd direct to a generator built by 
Messrs, Mather & Platt, Limited, of Salford ; the generators 
are ratcd at 800 Kw. each at normal load, but will carry 
1,000 Kw. for a short period. As they are intended for 
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both lighting and traction supply, the field magnets are 
provided with series winding. The normal pressure as 
shunt machines is 480 velts, ard as compound machines 
525 volts, The field magncts рате 10 peles, circular in 
section, and bolted to the yoke, which is of cast-stcd. The 
armature is ef the slotted core barrel type, with ample 
ventilaticn ; the ccie is built up «n а double spider, cre 
part of which carries the half-coupling. so аз to relieve tLe 
shuft cf torsional stress. The armature is 8 ft. 6 in. in 
dis meter, and the shaft 15 in. ‘The whole machine weigl s 
over 50 tons, cf which the armature constitutes cne- 
half. Carbon brushes are uscd, сапка by а star- 
shaped spider mounted on the cuter bearing. Autcmatic 
lubrication of this bearing is provided. TLe efficiency of 
the gererator is stated to be over 95 [er cent., as tested at 


the maker's works. 
(To be concluded.) . 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Easton & Co., Ltd., 
have sppointed Mesers. Reunert & Lens, of Jobannesburg and else- 
where, sole agents for the whole of South Africa for the sale of thc 
Schmidt patent superheaters, and also for the sale throughout the 
rame territory, except Cape Colony, of their electric and hydraulic 
lifts. In future, therefore, all communications with regard to 
either superheaters or lifts for the districts referred to should be 
addressed either to Messrs. Reunert & Lenz, or to their London 
representatives, Messrs. Findlay, Durbam & Brodie, of 110, Cannon 
Street, E.C. Messrs. Easton have also engaged Mr. Francis G. 
Cowlrick, of 37, West Dalwich Mansions, S.E., as their representa- 
tive for the South of England. 

Messrs. James Russell & Sons, Ltd., of Wedne*bury, announce 
that the Crown Tube Works will be closed for the annual stock- 
taking from June 26th to July 2nd, both dates inclusive. 

We learn that the Standard Varnish Works are sending their 
electrical expert (Mr. John C. Dolph) to London to attend the 
Tramways Exhibition at the Лапе) Hall next week, and 
electrical engineers will be able to consult him during his stay here 
as to the superior points in regard to varnish insulation. 


Willans Engines.— Messrs. Willans & Robinson have 
received an order from the General Post Office for four 250.n.r. 
compound engines for direct coupling to Siemens dynamos for the 
G.P.O. new savings bank at West Kensington. They have also 
received an order for two 360-H.P. compound engines for direct 
coupling to dynamos by Dick, Kerr & Co., for the telegraph factory, 
Mount Pleasant; one through Messrs. Dick, Kerr & Co., for one 
1,200-н.р. triple-expansion engine for the Corporation of Dundee; 
ore from Messra. Player & Co., Clydach, for one of their standard 
compound ergines for direct coupling to a dynamo of Messers. 
Jackson's make for supplying power and lighting to their shops; 
and one from the Guildford Electric Light Company for a 240- P. 
compound engine for direct coupling to a Newton dynamo. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER NOTES. 


Abersychar.—The D.C. have discussed the matter of 
the supply of electric light by the South Wales Electrical Power 
Distribution Company, and it is intimated that inquiries have been 
made with the view of ascertaining whether the Council would be 
able to purcbase in bulk of the Electric Power Distribution Com- 
pany, aud sell by retail without a provisional order. The result 
is that it is found that the Council cannot do so, and after a long 
discussion, it was decided to defer the matter for the present. 


Bridgend.— Mr. Н. Percy Boulnois, M. I. C. E., held а 
L. G. B. inquiry on Wednesday lest week, into an application by the 
Council for powers to borrow 46, 900 for electric lighting purposes. 
Alderman Hoghcs stated that a prov. order for electric lighting 
was obtained in 1893, but the Council bad been unable to utilise it 
until the recent advent into the district of the South Wales Elec- 
trical Company, which was supplying the energy on a sliding scale, 
and by an arrangement with the Asylums Committee the Council 
would be able to get their supply at 24d. per unit. The Council 
intended uting the electricity for public lighting, and to supply 
private residences ard business establishments at a charge of 5d. 
per unit. Ар cstimate of the annual expenditure and income 
showed a profit to the Council of £225. Mr. Н. T. Sully, of 
Bristol, electrical adviser to the Council, also gave evidence. 


Brighton.—The Mayor (Alderman Stafford), on the 
18th, switched on for the first time a large electric motor, which 
will be used for pumping sea water into Brills Baths. In the course 
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of a few suitable remarks, he stated that this motor was replacing 
the old steam pumps, and would fill the baths in four bours, whereas 
it u:ed to take 12 hours, and the cost will row only be one-third, 
thuseffecting a saving cf over £700 per year. The Council have 
decided to hold an electrical exhibition in the Aquarium during the 
first fortuigbt in July. Mr. Jahn Christie, the mansger of the elec- 
tricity works, has been appointed hon. secretary. 


Bury.—The annual report of the electricity works, pre- 
sented last week, shows that there are 305 consumers, with 24,668 
8-c.P. lamps, an increase of 51 consumers, with 6,109 8-c.P. lamps. 
The units sold totalled 323,337, against 261,247 last year. The 
revenue for the year had increased by £857, or 20 per cent, and 
the generating costs by £57, or 2} per cent. The gro3s profit was 
£2,150, compared with £1,650 for the previous year. Interest on 
loans, bank interest, and sinking fund charges had increased from 
£2,307 to 42,09. The result was а loss of £158 on the year's 
working, compared with a loss of £657 last ycar. 


Chesterton.—The Cambridge Electric Supply Company, 
Limited, intends to apply to the B. of T. in December next for an 
order to supply electricity for public and private purposes in the 
district of Chesterton and the parishes of Cherryhinton, Coton, Fen 
Ditton, Giiton, Grantchester, Impington, Great Shelford, and 
Trumpit gton. | 


Clechheaton.—The U.C. has asked the L. G. B. to 


sanction a further lcan of £6,000 for electrical purposes. 


Dewsbury.—T'o commemorate the Coronation, an electric 


light installation is to be laid down in the Gercral Infirmary, at an 
estimated cost of £500. ' 


Hiuddersfield.—Messrs. David Brown & Sons, who 
require abcut 100 B m P. for their new works, having inquired at 
what price the Ccmmittee could supply the energy, it was resolved 
that if tbe consumpti^n exceeds 25 units per hour for 2,400 hours 
per annum, the charge be :975d. per unit; 50 ditto, 95d. per unit; 
75 ditto, '925d. per unit; and 100 ditto, 90d. per unit. One hun- 
dred meters Lave Leen ordered from the British Westinghouse 
Company. The L.G.B. having declined to sanction the borrowing 
cf money for the costa of obtaining the Electric Lighting Orders of 
1890 and 1896, viz, £516 12s. 81., the sum has been charged to the 
depreciation and contingencies account. | 


King's Lynn.—The third annual balance-sheet of the 
Corporation electricity works for the year ended March 31st, 1902, 
shows that the total revenue for tLe year amounted to £4,347 
28. 9d., and the total expenditure (excluding capital charges) to 
£2,711 2e. 1d. Interest, and instalments of principal, amounting to 
42,429 6з. 3d, were paid during the year, giving a net deficit on the 
years workirg of £793 5s. 7d. The revenue from private lighting 
amounted to £1,837 8s. 5d, and from public lighting £1,911 18s. 4d. 
Rental cf meters produccd £99 ?s. 5d., and sale and repairs of 
lamps £498 12s. 7d.; 12,010 8-с.р. lamps (an average of 35 lamps 
per consumer), and 12 motors, were supplied with 93,274 units, at 
an average price of 4°73d. per unit; and public Jamps, consisting of 
442 pairs of 16 ср, 10 pairs cf 25 с.р. and 22 arcs were snpplied 
with 193,405 units, at an average cost of 2:57d. per unit. The cost 
of generation was as follows:— Works cost 1 20d, total ccst 
174d. per unit generated. The maximum supply demanded was 
210 Kw. 


London.—IstiNcTox.—The M.B.C.’s electrical engineer, 
Mr. A. Gay, presented bis anrval report last Friday. There had 
been a deficit of £1,027 on the previous period of 15 months, but for 
the year enciag March 31st last the net profit was £1,402, in spite 
of the fact that capital charges had increased by £1,25!, and tbat 
the total of units supplied was 138,C00 less. The chief points in 
the detailed accounts were: Capital expended from 1895 to date, 
4365,85 42 (of which in round figures, buildings and site accounted 
for £95,0C0; boilers and machinery, £98,000; mains, £:28,0C0; 
lamps and columns, £14,000 ; and transformers and motors, £15,000 ; 
the total additional capital exvended during the year being 
443,500). The revenue was £41,308; working cost, £24,639; 
generation, £17,198; distribution, £860; public lamps, £7,016; 
rates and taxes, £1,431; establishment charges, £3,073 ; sundries, 
£40; grcss profit, £16,668; interest, £10,769; capital repaid, 
£4,510. The units sold were: Public lamps (933,449 af 34d.), 
£13,612 15s. 11d.; private (503,000 at 7d, 725,441 at 4d., and 
24.154 at 24.), £20,962 168.; meter rents, &c., £732 163. 4d. ; total 
working cost per unit, 271d.; average revenue per unit, 4°45d. ; 
number cf public lamps, 400. The total net losses since 1895 аге 
£6,€04, compared with total net protits, £6,079, made in the years 
1898, 1899, 1900 and 1901. The chief feature of last year's busi- 
ness was the increase in energy sold to private consumere, which 
was formerly nearly equal to the public supply. The demand is 
still inereasing, aud it is contemplated to reduce the price oí 
energy for next winter. 


Ormskirk,—The Board of Guardians have offered to 


become consumers if the Urban Council adopts an electric lighting 
eche me. 


Portsmouth.—The T.C. has resolved to purchase 310 


meters from the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Co. at a ccst 
of £609. 


Rhyl—The Council has accepted the tender of Mesers. 
Firth & Sons, Manchester, for wiring the Town Hall, 16 firms 
tendering. 3d. per unit is figured as a quotation for the arcade 
lighting scheme by the Electric Light Committee, provided a 
guarantce is given fcr the use of 20,000 units within 12 months, the 
arrangement to ke for one year, 


Rawmarsh.—The U. D.C. will apply to the B. of T. for 


an extension of its electric lighting order, which should expire at 
the end of July, 1902. 


Sheffield.— An error occurred list week in our note on 
the Corporation electricity accourts. We stated that the net рго5їв 
of the Department were £5,604, as compared with 46, 291 for the 
previous 12 months. The latter item, however should read £4,048, 


and not £6,294. Mr. S. E. Fedden is to be congratalated ou such 
satisfactory progress. 


Sleaford.—The Courcil has resolved to buy an electric 


motor (£267) for working a pump in connection with the new sewage 


farm. 


Spaip.—A Barcelona firm has just completed a central 
electric lighting station in the town of Berga. Water-power is 
utilised, the plant comprising two 175-H.P. turbines connected by 
ropes to two eight-pole dynamos. As a reserve, a multitubular 
boiler and a Westinghouse engine of 150 н.р. have been laid down. 


Stretford.—The L.G.B. has sanctioned the borrowing 
of the sum of £54,000 by the U.D.C. for electricity works. The 
generating station will be commenced immediately, and the 
Council, it is expected, will be in a position to supply the public 
with electricity in about six months’ time. 


Swansea.— The annual report of Mr. C. A. L. Prusmann, 
borough electrical engineer to tbe Electricity Committee, shows 
that the capital outlay now amounts to £60,233 15s. 9d. The 
revenue was £4,571 12s. 3d., and the total cost of production 
£2,308 83. 2d, giving a gross profit of £2,263 4s. 1d. After paying 
interest and a sum held over from last year there remains a deficit 
of £349 9s. 10d., in addition to the sinking fund instalment. The 
maximum load was 423 K w., and the total gutput 319,215 units. 


Tiverton.—The T.C. has informed the B. of T. (who 
asked what steps the Corporation proposed to take to retain its 


order now that the water power electric lighting scheme bad been 
abandoned) that a gas works scheme is contemplated. 


ELECTRIC TRACTION NOTES. 


Bilston.— The Bilston tramway is now practically com- 
pleted, and last week a trial trip took place, a car being run from 
the Dudley and Sedgley line at the Fighting Cocks to the Town 
Hall, Bilston, from there to Moxley, tkence along the Wellingtcn 
Road, and back to Dudley. The result of the trial was most iatis- 
factory. The power for working the cars is supplied from a 
transforming sub-station of the Midland Electric Corporation for 
Power Distribution, Limited, which has been erected at Mount 
Pleasant, Bilston. All the electric current is ger erated at that com- 
pany's main generating station at Ocker Hill, and is transmitted to 
tub- stations at Bilston, Wedresbury, Brierley Hill, Old Hill, and 
Tipton. Through the Bilston sub station electric light and power will 
be supplied for public use at Bilston and Willenhall. Tre electricity 
reaches Bilston from Ocker Hill st a pressure cf 7,000 ус1Є:, 
із transformed, measured and controlled, aud after pas-iog through 
safety devices, is taken over by the British Electric Traction 
Company's switchboards, where it is again measured, and passes 
out to the lines. The plant was supplied by the Westing- 
house Company, aud the whole of the work has b2en car ied 
cut under the direction of Mecsra. Kincaid, Waller and Man- 
ville. Other contractors were Kelvin & James White, Limited, 
and Messrs. Ferranti. It is worth mentioning that everything, with 
one exception, із British made, and the ваше can be eaid of the 
generating station, where the only machinery in use of foreign maru- 
facture is the ccal unloading and conveying plant, which was 
supplied from America. The British Insulated Wire Company are 
responsible for the whole of the cables. 


Bingley.—The Urban Council last week adopted a 
scheme prepared by Mr. Quin, electrical engineer, Blackpool, for a 
continuous tramway route from Bradford to Keighley. On behalf 
of a syndicate Mr. Quin agrces to equip the line, taking the power for 
running from the Council, which is to receive £500 a year for 30 
years, and the cost of a provisional order. The syndicate further 
agrees to pay £3,000 towards the cost of constructing a new road 
along the route. 


Brighton.— On the 14th inst. the service of ‘buses 
between Brighton and Preston was discontinued, owing to the com- 
petition with the electric cars. That there are very considerable 
extensions contemplated is evident from various remarks which 
have been made in tke Ccuncil lately, although at present no defi- 
nite proposals have been brought forward. The Tramways Com- 
mittee requested the Council to sanction a Ceputation to Norwich 
to see how the difficulty of running cars through narrow streets Lad 
been overcome in that town, but the proposal was rejected by a 
large majority. The avcrage number of passengers carried per 
week now ів abcut 180, C0, and the receipts between £750 and 
£800. r 


Chatham and District.—In last week’s report of the 
opening ceremony several slight errors were made. In line 10 fcr 
" Janate" read “Jarrah”; in line 35 read tbe smaller engine 
not “engines.” Мт. С. Н. Merz, we learn, has only just been 
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appointed consulting engineer to the Chatham and District Light 
Railway Company, not the British Thomson-Houston Company; 
line 56 should read with whom is associated Mr. A. H. Walton. as the 
engineer to the British Thomson-Hous'on Company,” who was 
responsible for the design of the whole system. 


Heaton Norris.—The Heaton Norris District Council 
has decided to take up a loan of £7,000 for tramway purposes, to 
be repaid in 21 years at £3 12s. 6d. per cent. 


Huddersfield.—The B.C. has empowered the Tramways 
Committee to order 10 additional cars from the British Electric 
Car Company. The earnings (receipts only) of the tramways for 
April (electric sections) were £3,283 7s. 4d., an increase of £558 
158. 3d. upon the corresponding month last year. The receipts on 
the remaining steam sections were £796 3s. 3d., a decrease of £534 
4s. 5d., or a net increase of £24 10s. 10d., or 10:82d. per mile. 


London.—The proposals of the Highways Committee to 
construct over 33 miles of new tramways at an estimated cost of 
£1,738,857 will also be considered. There will be 114 miles of lines 
on the north of the Thames, which are estimated to cost, with the cars 
and car sheds, £529,850, and for street widenings £64,416. On the 
south side the mileage of new lines amounts to 22, and the cost of con- 
struction and plant is estimated at 4945, 700, and street widenings at 
£198,891. The Committee propose that the new lines which will 
be ultimately connected with the North Tramways Company's lines, 
leased until 1910, shall be constructed for horse traction, unless 
before the time arrives for their construction, effect shall have been 
given to the provisions in the company's lease relating to the recon- 
struction for electric traction of the leased tramways or the parts of 
them immediately adjacent to, and to be worked in connection 
with, the new tramways. Those of the new lines which will be 
ultimately connected with the London County Council tramways, 
or which, being at first detached from either of the Council's tram- 
way undertakings, could be worked independently, they propose 
shall be constructed for electric traction. 


Middlesex.— At the last meeting of the M.C.C. the Light 
Railways Committee recommended that loans to the amount of 
£779,312 be borrowed for carrying out the first portion of the 
scheme for light railways in the county of Middlesex. 


Oldham.—The general manager has been instructed to 
obtain particulars of snow ploughs for the tram lines. 


Richmond—Hampton.—The first trial trips of elec- 
trical cars on tbis line were made on Friday on the section between 
Busch Corner, Isleworth, and the end of Cole Park Road, Twicken- 
ham. It is expected that the line will Ъз open for passengers next 
week. At Hampton, the water mains under the L.U.T. track have 
been lowered. 


Yarmouth.—The new electric tram system started 
running on 20th inst. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Canadian Cables.—Arrangements are being made by 
the Dominion Minister of Fublic Works for the laying of a cable 
between Anticosti and the Magdalen Is., a distance of about 116 
milea. | : 

Reduction of Telegraph Rates.—The Western Tele- 
graph Company announce tLe following reductions in tariffs frcm 
July Ist next:— Lagos, from 6s 54. to 6s. 3d. per word; Brass, 
6s. 7d. to 6s. 3d.; Bonny, ба. 10d. to 6s. 3d. ; Lagos Government 
stations, 6s. 7d. to Єз. 5d. ; Camercone, 7s. to 63. 5d. 


Wireless Telegraphy.—4A Berlin despatch to the 
Standard saya that acccrdirg fo a telegram from Ксгеа to the 
Ко свеће Atitung, the Kercan Government has ceclincd to giant a 
concession to Japan for the establishment of wireless telegraph 
stations along tke Korcan cotsts, as it intends itself to establish 
such a service. 

It is stated that the United States Navy Department has ordercd 
all ships undergoing repairs to be fitted with wireless telegrapby 
apparatus. | ‚ 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Austro-Hungary,—Sept. Ist. The municipal anthoritics 
of Klausenburg (Kolczsvar), Siebenbürgen, are inviting tend: Ta 
until September Ist, for the establishment in the town of a central 
station for electric lighting and power purposes. Tendcrs are to be 
Bent to Bela Fekete Nagz. Kolcz-var, from whom particulars may 
be obtained. See Ollicial Notiecs " May Yb. 


Chili.—The Chilian Government proposes to construct a 
cable connecting Punta-Arenas and Puerto-Montt. Particulars 
concerning the proposed undertaking can be had by those interested 
from the Chilian legations in the various capitals. 


Devon.—July 231d. Wiring work at Devon County 
Asylum, 2,000 lamps, booster dynamo and motors, switchboard, and 
replating battery. See Official Notices to-day. 


Epsom.—July 18th. Semi-marine dry-back boiler, con- 
densers, pumps, cooling pond, piping, one 150-Kw. steam dynamo, 
switcbgear, &c, for electricity works extensions. See ‘Official 
Notices" June 20th. 


Falkirk.—July 14th. Pumps, balancing transformers 
and motor-generators, storage batteries, switchboard, arc and incan- 
descent lamps, cable work, and travelling crane. See “ Official 
Notices" June 20th. 


Gillingham.—July 17th.  Water-tube boilers, piping, 
condenser, cooling tower, high-speed engines and 250-Kw. three- 
phase alternators, switchboard, cables, arc lamps, crane and well, 
for the U.D.C. See “ Official Notices" June 20th. : 


Ipswich.—July 5th. Engines and dynamos, storage 
battery, overhead hand travelling crane, feedere, mains, &c., 
DEAD ent way construction, and arclamps. See “Official Notices" 
une 6th. 


Launceston (TasMAnra).—September 15th. The Cor- 
poration wants tenders for polyphase generating, transmitting, 
transforming and distributing apparatus, reconstructing existing 
plant, enclosed arc lamps, &c. See “ Official Notices " May 23rd. 


L.C.C.—July 15th. 80 double-deck cars with trucks, 
motors, ploughs, &c. See “Official Notices" to-day. 


London, S.W.—July 31st. The War Office wants ten- 
ге for a self-propelled lorry (oil). See "Official Notices” April 
Sth. 


Manchester, — July 1st. The Electricity Committee 
invites tenders for stores, including incandescent lamps, &c. 


Manchester.—July 3rd. The Electricity Committee 
invites tenders for the supply, delivery, and erection, at their 
Dickinson Street generating station of high and low-pressure 
piping for two 1,800-kw. turbo-generators. 


Manchester.— The Corporation are advertising for ten- 
ders for electricity sub-stations at Chorlton-cum-Hardy and 
Whalley Range. | 


Norway.—July 7th. The. Board of Trade notify that 
tenders will be received at the Norwegian State Telegraph Depart- 
ment not later than noon on July 7tb, for the supply of 236 pair 
and 204 pair telephone cable, and for Leclanché battery glass. 
Specifications and conditions can be scen in the Technical Depart- 
ment of the Board of Telegraphs, Christiania. 


Nuneaton and Chilvers Coton.—July 2nd. Cables, 
joint boxes and compounds; alto arc and incandescent lamps, 
columns, switches, &c., for the U.D.C. See “ Official Notices " 
June 20th. J 


Queensland.—July 28th. Tenders will be received at 
the office of the Depaty Postmaster-General, Brisbane, till July 
28th, for tke supply of telephone cable and switchboards as 
follows:—(1) Two miles 104 pair cable to specification No. 6; (2) 
Five miles 52 pair cable to specification No. 6; (3) Two miles 39 
pair cable to specification No. 6; (4) Two miles 26 pair cable to 
specification No. 6; (5) One mile 13 pair cable to specification No. 
6; (6) Two miles 26 conduct-r to specification No. 7; (7) Five 
metallic circuit telephone swi'chbcards (100 lines) to specification 
No. 8. Specifications can orly be seen, and forms of tender 
obtained, at the General Post Ottices, Sy dney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Adelaide, Perth and Hobart. 


Romford.— June 30th. The U. D.C. wants offers for 
the construction and mainter ance of electricity supply works. See 
“ Official Notices " Jure 13th. 


Servia.— July Ist. Tenders are being invited until July 
lst by tbe Socié:é d'Electricité de Let kovatz (Servia) fur the supply 
ard erection cf two 200-н р. turbiner, two three-pbase alternating 
dyramos of similer capacity, and ihe necessary accessories for the 
transmissicn of the power generated to Leskova'z, a distance of 
10} mi'es Tenders are to be sent to Le Conseil d'Administration 
de la Socié é d'Electricité, Leskovatz, Servia, whence particulars 
may be obtained. 


Spain,—June 30ih. Tenders are beirg invited until the 
30th inst. by tke Spari-h Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and 
Commerce, for the tupply of the necessary apparatus require! st 
the station for testirg aud verifying electricity meters about to be 
established. 


Stalybridge.—July 7th. Three 500-kw. steam-driven 
three-phase alternators; three 50 Kw. continuous current exciters ; 
permanent way, bonding and cable conduits for the Stalytridge, 
Hyde, Mossley, and Dukinfield Tramways а d Electricity Board, 
See Official Notices June 13th, 
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‚ Sanderland.—Joly 10th, Permanent way, overhead 
Cquipment and cables for the Cofpotátion tramways department. 
‘Bee “Official Notices June 18th. 


Sydney.—July 23rd. Complete system of high and lot? 
исе cables, and of arc lamps for street lighting, fot the 
unicipal Council. See “ Official Notices” June 13th. 


Valparaiso.—September Ist. Construction and equip- 
ment of electric tramways. Further particulars from the Chilian 
Consulate. 


Willington Quay.—July 4th. The Willington Quay 
and Howdon Industrial Society, Limited, invite tenders for 
electrical apparatus for power and light at their Bewick Road 
premises. Specifications and plans, with schedule of quantities, can 
be had on payment ofafee of 5s. Tenders to be lodged by Friday, 
July 4th, with the chairman of the Committee. 


и ‘CLOSED. 


Brighton.— The Tramways Committee have accepted 
the tender of Messrs. Bolckow, Vaughan & Co., Limited, of Middles- 
borough, for the supply of 800 tons of steel girder tram rails, 
12 tons of fish-plates and £0 tons of steel sleepers for £2,611 10s. 
The tender of Messrs. Askham Bros. & Wilson, of Sheffield, bas 
been accepted for the supply of points, crossings, drain boxes, sole 
plates, tie bars, bolts and nuts and other sundries for the sum of 
£1,117 193. 11d. 


Cleckheaton.—The U.D.C. has placed an order for five 


electric motors for the electric lighting station with the Lancashire 
Dynamo and Motor Company, Limited, of Trafford Park. 


Hackney.— The Borough Council on 12th inst. accepted 
the following tenders for the extensions of the municipal elec- 
tricity works: — Section R —Boiler house plant, three water-tube 
boilere, feed pump, steam and water pipes, &c., Messrs. Babcock 
and Wilcox, Ltd., £6,910 5s. Od.; Section 8 — Water softening 
plant, capable of softening 10,000 gallons of water per hour, Meters. 
Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., £1,120. 


.' Huddersfield.—The B.C. last week instructed the 
Electricity Committee to purchase 1,000 yds. of `1 cable and 1,000 
‚ yds. of 048 cable from the Callender Cable Company, Limited. 
A hundred meters were ordered from the British Westinghouse 
Company. j 


Metropolitan and District Railway.—We are 
informed that after severe competition, the British Thomson- 
Houston Company, Limited, of Rugby, bave recently closed a 
contract with the Metropolitan and District Railway for the 
switchboard to control the 10 5,000-Kw. and 11,000 volts generators 
and other electrical auxiliaries in their generating station. It will 
consist of 47 black-enamelled slate panels divided as follows :— 
Four generator exciter panels; One exciter feeder panel; Two 
rotary converter panels; One direct current generator panel; One 
storage battery panel; T'wo direct current feeder panels; One low- 
tension transformer panel; Three induction motor yanels; 12 
feeder panels; 10 generator instrument panels; 10 generator 
controlling panels. All generator and feeder circuits are to be 
controlled by British Thomson-Houston high-tension oil switches, 
typ» H, mounted in fire-proof brick compartments, which are 


capable of opening a dead short circuit of the entire station, and 


which are to act as automatic circuit-breakers in the feeder circuit; 
they will also be capable of opening the circuit in case of reversal of 
current, thus forming an automatic circuit breaker without the inter- 
position of high-tension fuses, a most reliable arrangement. 


Liverpool.—The Liverpool Overhead Railway Company 
have placed with the St. Helens Cable Company, Limited, an order 
fcr eight miles of 37/14 dialite bitumen cable. 


Newcastle.—The Rcchdale Electric Ccmpany, Limited, 
have just received an order for 1,000 slot meters from the Nortberrn 
Counties Electric Supply Company, Limited, Newcastle: This is 
probably the largcst order for an Electric Prepayment Meter ever 
placed, and thus makes a record in the trade. The order is all the 
more significant as it follows upon one for 500 meters given to the 
same firm by the Northern Counties Electric Supply Company this 
year. 


Russia.— La Societe des Tramways «t. Eclairage Electri- 
que: de Vladicaucas has placed the contract for the whole of the 
plant required for tbe electric tramways to be constructed in the 
town of Vladicaucas (South Russia) with tre Helios Ccmpany of 
Ehrenfeld, Cologre, Germany. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Thursday, July 3rd.—At 8.30 p.m. Röntgen Society. 
general meeting at 20, Hanover Square. 
of officers for the ensuing year. 


Annual 
Election 


NOTES, 


God Save the King.—At the moment of going to pres 
with the last of these pages, the news of the serious illness of His 

ajesty the King is announced. The cessation of everything in 
the nature of preparations fot Coronation ceremonials and re- 
joicings will cause widespread disappointment—in fact, that alone 
is a disaster—but these are paltry matters compared with the 
anxiety which the grave news has caused in every truly British 
heart. Allthatthe anxious millions can do is to hope aud pray 
fervently for the speedy recovery of His Majesty King Edward VII. 
It seems that a surgical operation for perityphlitis was successfully 
performed on Tuesday. 


An Aluminium-Sheathed Cable.—Hidden away from 
cable engineers in our contemporary, the Eflectrochemist and Metal- 
lurgist, appears an article on the above by Mr. C. Bright, F. R. S. E., 
devised '*by him some time back," and it seems, therefore, a pity 
tbat he has not bad leisure to revise the design since then. The 
cable proposed is evidently intended for a deep-sea type, as the 
reduction in weight of the armouring claimed renders it unsuitable 
for апу other purpose ; this armonring or sheathing is to consist of 
а thin metallic riband “ about a }-in. broad with a spiral turn com- 
pleted in 6 in... . . in the case of a cable or rope not exceeding 
2 in. in diameter, increasing, of course, with larger cables," and the 
" novelty of this device" isthat the thin metallic ribands are to 
have & small space between their edges for pliability's sake. A 
deep-8ea cable is not more than 1 in. in diameter, and with such an 
aluminium sheathing, we wonder how much of this cable would 
reach the sea bed before the edges of the strip were in contact, and 
the conductor qualifying for wireless telegraphy. Alu- 
minium із only equalled by copper as regards pliability," 
and therefore it or any alloy ”—is admirably suited “for the 
sheathing of a submarine cable;" this is stated to be “readily 
understood," but as many alloysot aluminium are as brittle as glass, 
a little explanation of the author's “ understanding " in this deduc- 
tion would seem necessary. The failure of aluminium in salt water 
is obviated by the “snakes in Iceland" process; there is no air at 
the deep-sea depths to cause oxidation, but then in this case any 
other material wil do as well. We would also draw attention to 
the fact that it is not the weight of a deep-sea cable, but its bulk 
that decides the maximum length which a ship can carry. The 
difficulty of joining alaminium is passed overin the usual way by 
reference to vast improvements,” but tbe fact still remains that 
aluminium may be smearable, but is not solderable. We donot for 
one moment fear that any engineer would be affected by the 
author’s mixture of physical qualities, but if the article is introduced 
for the purpose of extending the supposed applicability of 
aluminium to such a purpose, and bringing it to the notice of the 
unwary, then we hope that this reference to the article, which 
otherwise hardly merits mention, will not be in vain. 


Machinery Users’ Association.—The annual general 
meeting of this Associaticn was held on Thursday, the 19th inst., 
at the Westminster Palace Hotel. Sir W. H. Houldsworth, Bart., 
М.Р, presided, and amongst those present were Mr. W. Н. Holland, 
M.P., Mr. George White, М.Р, Mr. W. E. M. Tomlinson, M.P., Mr. 
Lewis Evans, J.P. (treasurer), Major Vane Stow, and others. Sir 
William Houldsworth, in moving the adoption of the report and 
accounts, referred to the improved position in which the Associa- 
tion stood, owing to the report of the Royal Commission on Local 
Taxation, and to the recent judgment of the Lord Chief Justice in 
the case of Crockett and Jones and the Northampton Union Assess- 
ment Committee. A recent decision in Scotland, adverse to the 
manufacturers, has brought a great ameunt of Scotch support to the 
Association. Mr. Lewis Evans referred to the question of water 
supplies as being a most important one for manufacturera, and Mr. 
W. Н. Holland, M.P., spoke with approval of tLe formation of the 
Commercial Committee in Parliament. 


Treatment of Boilers Under Forced Draught.—An 
excellent paper on the treatment of boilers under forced draught is 
published in the Proceedings of the Institute of Marine Engineers. 
The paper is by Mr. Rale, who had charge some years ago of a 
forced draught steamer of 3,333 tons. She was exact sister ship to 
another vessel except for the boilere, which were two in number in 
each ship, double ended in the ordinary shi», and only single ended 
in the forced-draught ship, which had, in fact, jast half the grate 
surface of the other ship, yet had the same sea speed, used the same 
coal, and was thus expected to burn twice the coal per unit area of 
grate. The fan employed was 6 ft. in diameter, driven by an 
8-in. cotton belt, the fan engine being where it should be, in the 
engine room. The air was drawn through heating tubes above the 
boiler smoke boxes. The tubes were 2 in. diameter, bad spiral 
retarders, or, a3 they ought to be called, rotaters. Air was blown 
under the grates as well as above the bara, and the furnace and ash- 
pit doors were jointed with asbestos. The system was Howdens, 
and the air pressure was from 4 to 12 above the fire, and $ to 2 below 
the bars. A pressure of 2 in. was never allowed to be exceeded even 
for the Indian coal, which was very inferior. The air temperature 
never exceeded (200°, and was usually 100? at the fan intake, whence 
it passed forward through the heaters. During the 18 months 
that Mr. Rule was on the ship, there were no repairs needed, no 
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buckled combustion plates, no furnace crowns down, and no 
leaking tubes. At times the grate bars showed signs of distress, 
which perhaps was not surprising. No salt water was used for 
make up, nor were the boilers even started with ealt water; salt 
only got in by condenser leaks or evaporator priming, and it never 
reached 5 oz. per gallon. Feed was usually put in at 210°, and 
when getting up steam a pump was kept at work drawing water 
from the bottom of the boiler, and pumping it back at the water 
line until at least 60 lba, was reached, a method which certainly 
keeps boilers at uniform temperature and prevents straining. Zinc 
tiles were stadded inside the boilers to the weight of 11 lbs. per 
equare foot of grate. Only rolled zinc was used. Old zinc was cast 
into blocks and laid on the boiler bottom, and the steam space was 
painted with zinc white in kerosine. No oil was used in the 
engines except to swab piston rods. Except for fire bars all 
ex penses were about halved as compared with the sister ship. For the 
total voyage the consumption was from 1:8 to 2:31bs. of Bengal coal per 
1 H. P.- hour. On one voyage of 14,000 miles, the ship buraed 500 tons 
of coal less than the sister vessel, and made 4 knot greater speed. The 
comfort was far greater, or rather the discomfort was far less in the 
tropics, and only those who have been to sea know what a tropical 
stokehold may mean. Mr. Rule finds that the ship is entirely free 
of atmospheric conditions. He advocates air heating, aud direct 
driviog of the fan, but the fan to be on the other side of the bulk- 
head from the engine, which, if in the engine room out of the dust, 
can be properly looked after. Forced draught is waking rapid 
progress at sea, where the highest funnel yet put in, is but a short 
chimney. There are equally cogent reasons for applying forced 
draught to land boilers, but engineers are timid, and cannot break 
off from the chimney idea. There are advantages with the Howden 
system for land boilers. Air cannot leak inwards, but air and other 
gases can leak outwards where there isa plenum draught, and this 
may be inconvenient, though, of course, it compels attention to 
faulty brickwork. Lut land boilers can be fitted with induced 
draught by fans if the above system is not liked, and there is ample 
evidence of the general benefit to be secured. It must be nearly, or 
quite, 30 years since fan draught was put in at the mill of Sir H. 
Edwards, near Halifax. The system worked unnoticed for years, 
and for anything we know, is still at work. The tall chimney is a 
quite out-of-date expenditure of capital. Boilers need not make 
smoke if properly arranged, so that the tall chimney to dissipate 
emoke is no longer necessary if smoke is not made. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers.—The 
forty-fifth meeting of this society was held at Boston on May 27th 
to 30th, and a number of interesting papers were presented. The 
regulations controlling the reading and discussion of papers are во 
admirable that we reproduce them in full below, with a strong 
recommendation to the notice of the organisers of enginccring con- 
ventions. The need for such is patent to all who remember the 
fiascoes at the great convention at Glasgow last year :— 

1. All papers to claim presentation а! any convention must be in 
type three wecks in advance of meeting. 

2. When tbe secretary sends notice of the meeting, he shall also 
send a blank by which the members may notify him of their 
intention to be prerent at it. 

3. Copies of all the papers to be read shall be sent to every 
member so siynifying his intention to attend. A blank sball accom- 
pany this packet of papers, by which the members may signify their 
intention to discuss avy of the papers, and priority in debate shall 
be given in the order of the receipt of such notifications. 

4. At the convention papers shall be read by abstract only, not 
more than ten minutes being allowed to the presentation. It is 
assumed that everyone has made himself familiar with the papers 
beforehand. 

5. Members who have given rotice of their intention to discuss 
any papers, and shall have reduced their remarks to writing, shall 
be entitled to 10 minutes for their presentation ; extemporaneous 
discussion from one person is limited to five minutes at any one 
time. 

6. A member who has once had the floor cannot claim it again 
until all the others have been heard who desire to speak on that 


per. 

7. Members unable to attend a meeting may send discussion in 
writing of any paper, such discussion to be presented under the 
previous rules. 

8. Authors may have the last five minutes of the time allotted for 
а paper and discussion to close the debate. 

9. The time available for papers at every meeting shall be so 
allotted to the several papers as to secure a favourable presentation 
of them all. At the expiration of the allotted time the debate on 
any paper shall be closed and the next paper shall be taken up. 
Any curtailed discussion may be resumed in order, if time is 
available after presentation of the last paper on the docket. 

10. These rules may be suspended in any session by unanimous 
consent. Their whole object and tenor is to favour well considered 
discussion by giving all available time for it, and a chance for 
every paper. 


Nernst Lamp.—A financial paper quotes a Berlin 
telegram to the Frankfort Gazette announcing that the Allgemeine 
Elektricitiits Gesellschaft has concluded an agreement with the 
Nernst Electric Light Co., Ltd., of London, whereby the latter 
agrees to abandon for a series of years the manufacture of the 
Nernst lamp. The London company has also consented to procure 
from the Berlin company all the lamps required by it for the 
purpose of mecting the entire demand for Nernst lamps in those 
countries which were reserved to it some time ago. 


Cardiff Electric Tramways.—In our description of the 


Cardiff Electric Tramways, we omitted to state that the steel taper 


poles were made by Messrs. James Russell & Sons, Limited, of 
Wednesbury. 


The Galileo Ferraris Award. — We have received from 
the offices of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in London (4, St. 
Mary Axe, E. C.), а notica stating that the committee for the 
“Galileo Ferraris Award,” which was instituted in 1898, being 
composed of the Representatives uf the Executive Committee fur the 
General Italian Exhibition held in Turin in 1898, of the Chamber 
of Arts and Commerce, of the R. Academy of Science and of the 
В. Iodustria] Museum іа Turin, bave determined to open an inter- 
national competition for the award cf the said prize on the occasion'of 
the unveiling of the monument to that illustrious scientist in Turin 
in the latter half of the month of September next. The award is of 
15,000 Italian lires (£600) together with the compound interest 
thereof accumulated since the year 1899 up to the day of the award, 
and it shall be granted to the iaventor of some practical application 
of electricity, from which some noteworthy progress may arise. 
Competitors may produce either pamphlets, schemes and drawings, 
or machines, apparatus and contrivances concerning their invention. 
The jury, composed of the aforesaid- committee, shall have fall 
power to cause practical experiments to be made upon the 
inventions entered for competition, and upon the relative apparatus, 
contrivances and machines. Competitors are to file their applica- 
tion and deliver their works, machines, apparatus and whatever 
appertains to their invention,not later than 6 o'clock p.m. on 
September 15th, 1802, at the office of the secretary of the committee, 
care of the Administrative Committee of First International Exhi- 
bition of Modern Decorative Art in the buildings of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Art, 28, Via Ospedale, Turin, Italy. 


Advertising Electricity.—Are we back to the days when 
Members of Parliament handled gas pipes with gloved hands? Sach 
would appear from the scare postcard being circulated by an electri- 
city department in the Midlands with referenceto Coronation illumi- 
nations in which ''coronators" are cautioned against illaminating 
without first notifying the department, lest the mains, meter, &c., 
be too small for the extra demands. “ Тһе result of this will be 
that not only is there a risk of damaging our apparatus and putting 
you in darkness, but the danger of setting your premises on fire, for 
all of which you will be held responsible." The italics are ours. If 
this does not effectively frighten off customers and introduce gas 
as an illuminant, what will? 


Electric Treatment of Lead Poisoning.—On June 
20th the Duchess of Sutherland formally opened at the North 


, Staffordshire Infirmary a new department, consisting of electric 


baths and other apparatus for the treatment of cases of lead poison- 
ing. and paralysis. 


Personal. — Мг. Lionel E. Harvey, the superintendent of 
overhead construction to the Halifax Corporation Tramways, has 
been presented with a handsome spirit tantalus by the staff of the 
electricity works on the occasion of his marriage with Miss Crush, of 
Isle worth. 

Mr. Alfred Apps wishes to thank his friends for their kind 
inquiries; he is now better, after a narrow escape from death by a 
gas explosion in his workshop basement in the Strand about 10 days 
аро. 

Appointments Vacant.—Assistant to the superin- 
tendent of mains at Edinburgh at £150; electrical engineer and 


tramways manager, at £250, for Swindon; electrical distribution 
engineer for the L.C.C. tramways department at £350 per annum. 


THE CENTRAL STATION ENGINEER. 


Мв. G. H. BagNBY Homes, pupil of the city electrical engineer 
&t York, has been appointed to the position of junior assistant 
engineer, at à commencing salary of £78 per annum. Mr. F. B. 
WALKER, of the Bradford Corporation electricity department, has 
been appointed chief clerk in the York Corporation lighting depart- 
ment, at a commencing salary of £120 per annum. 


ELECTRICITY IN AGRICULTURE. 


Turis question was discussed in a paper read before the 
recent Conference of the Association of German Electrical 
Eugineers by Dr. R. Haas, of Hanover, who referred 
specially to the experience gained in connection with the 
electric tramway in operation in that town. It appears that 
48 villages are connected to the distributing network of the 
Hanover tramways, and 35 of these, with a population of 
37,500 persons, have no system of gas lighting at their dis- 
posal, and the resulta obtained from the localities form the 
basis of the paper. At the end of 1899 motors of a total 
of 440 н.р. were connected to the mains, and at the close of 
1900 these had increased to 1,251 н.р., whilst at the termi- 
nation of 1901 a further advance to 2,049 H.P. had been 
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made. The greatest demand for current was manifested 
for tle operation of thrashing machinery, although 
energy was also used for such purposes as the 
diivirg of pum[s, hay presses, straw cutters, &c. Of the 


total ho:se-power instalhd, 77 per cent. represented pure 


agricultural operations and 8 per ce:.t. factories, although the 
former only yielded 53 per cent. of the receipts. Оп an 
average the annual revenue per horse-power installed 
amounted to 278. 8d. (as ccmpared with from £3 10s. to 
£7 108. in towns) at a price of 2:4d. per kilowatt-hour, and 
the average pericd of use did not reach 150 hours, as against 
500 hours in towns, As far as illumination is concerned, 
the author remarked that the electric light in agriculture is 
not, from an ceczomic point of view, ol the same importance 
as the clectric motor, The lamps are installed in fair 
numbers, but they are not used. Тһе demand for 
light in the villages is not great, ss the people 
retire carly and rise carle, and night life does not exist. 
It haprers that, in the case cf installations of 30 lamps 
in one house only a single 5-C.b. lamp ік regularly used. 
In towns the revenue per lamp installed smennts to about 
IIS. fer annum with a liehting period of 450 hours, whereas 
in the 35 villages the average sum realised only reached 
6s. 6d. per lamp installed and a consumption extending to 
260 hours. | 

The author concludes from the experience in the 
Hanover district that satisfactory results would only be 
porrible in agricultural operations where cables already 
exist for the transmission of power or the opcration of 
electric tramways, and which could readily satisfy the small 
and occasional demand for agricultural purposes. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Farrall Incandescent Electric Light Syndicate, Limited 
(74,061).— This company wns registered on Juna 17th, with a capital of 
£10,C0U in £1 shares, 10 adopt an agreement with T. D. Farrall, and to carry 
on the business of electriciaus, engincers, producers and suppliers of electric 


power and light, manufacturers, contractors, builders, importers, exporters, , 


merchants, manufactwers of electrical apparatus, &. The first subscribers 
are:— E. C. Macmillan, 44, Rock Lane West, Rock Ferry, Ches., gentleman, 
with 550 shares; C. F. Lewns, 30, Chatsworth Road, Brondesbury, N.W., 
s'Ooukbroker, with 100 shares; N. B. Falconer, Swan Chambers, Copthall 
Avenue, Б.С, gentleman, wiih 100 shares; J. D. Gemmell, 47, Burton Crescent, 
W.C., gentleman, with 1C0 shares; T. D. Farrall, 8, Glenloch Road, Hampstead, 
N.W., clectrical engineer, with 750 shares; F. G. soper, & Priory Avenue, 
Hornsey, N., gentleman, with 100 shares; апа T. D. Farrall, jun., C. Glenlock 
Road, N.W., electrical engineer, with 100 shares. Minimum cash subscription 
50 per cent. of the shares first offered tothe public. Table “А” mainly applies. 
licgistered oftice, 42, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


English and General Tramways Co., Ltd. (74,105).— This 
company was registered on June 19th, with a capital of £5,500 in 5,000 ordinary 
shares of £1 each and 10,000 deferred thares of Is. each, to acquire, construct, 
cr be interested in any tramways or railways, and to equip, maintain and work 
the same by electricity, steam, horse-power or otherwise. The tirst subscribers 
(each with one share) are:—J. D. Baucus, 5, Warwick Court, High Holborn, 
W.C. merchant; T. E. H. Hodgson, St. Mary's Abbcy, Bedford, gentleman; 
P. J. Brenchley, 5, Mort'ake Road, Ilford, clerk; W. J. Smith, 45, Clipstone 
ttreet, Portland Place, W., clerk; Е. B. Sweeting, 88, Shireff Road, W. 
Hampstead, clerk; А, T. Salisbury-Jones, 18, Austin Friars, E.C., stockbroker; 
and C. C, Sercombe, 18, Austin Friars, E.C., stockbrcker. No initial public 
issue. The subscribers are to appofnt the first directors. P. J. Brenchley is 
the first secretary. 


CITY NOTES. 


W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Company, Limited. 


Мв. SYDNEY GEDGE, chairman, presided last Friday at the ordinary 
general meeting of the shareholders of this company, held at Cannon 
Street Hotel. In moving the adoption of the report, he said, that with 
regard to the balance-sheet, there was very little to call their special 
attention to. The capital remained the same, both ordinary and 
share capital, viz., £200,000 each, the amount of capital actually 
subscribed was £175,000 of each class, and the directors might 
before long have to ask the shareholders to increase the 
capital to £200,000, because the business of the company 
and other exigencies of the trade might not improbably 
render it desirable that they should add to their works. They 
were all very glad to know, at the same time, that the directors 
knew the advantage of keeping the capital as low as possible, and 
the shareholders might rely upon it that no further issue would be 
made unless the directors saw it was going to earn new profite, or 
that there would be any difficulty in paying the 20 per cent. 
dividend. The mortgage debenture stock remained at £50,000. It 
would be noticed by comparing the moneys owing to the company 
and the moneys they owed, that, considering the large extent of 
their business, both were very reasonable. Their debtors paid up 
their accounts very properly, as likewise did the company pay their 
debts. The reserve under cable repairing contract continued 
{© increase, amounting to £7,215 6s. 10d., and had not had 
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to be drawn upon during the past year. The net profit for the year 
1901 was £57,449 138 6d., which wasa little more than last year. 
They brought forward from the previous year's account £24,000, 
which he thought was very much the same as in the year preceding, 
and the result was that the directors were able to declare a dividend 
for the year of 20 per cent., of which the shareholders had already 
had 15 per cent., leaving 5 per cent. to be paid, and that would 
be posted to them that evening. There was a paragraph in the 
report on which the shareholders would be anxious to have some 
information, and the reasons for the statements which had appeared 
in the newspapers respecting it. The report stated that negotia- 
tions for the amalgamation of the company with Mescrs. Callender's 
Cable and Construction Company were still proceeding. That was 
true at the time the report was printed, which was on June 10th, 
but, as many of them were already aware, those negotiations were 
nct now proceeding, but bad come to an untimely end. The ehare- 
holders had received a circular to this effect. The directors re- 
grettcd to взу that certain difficulties had arisen between that com- 
pany and the Callender Cable Company as to theterms of the pro- 
p’sed amalgamation, and the negotiations had been treated as at 
an end. Tne board had been of opinion, aud were still of opinion, 
that the ama'gamation between two such companies was likely to 
prove to the benefit and advautageof both parties concerned, provided 
that it could be arranged on proper terms. To amalgamate the two 
companies it wasnecessary to form a new company to combine both the 
old ones, and that each company muet be allotted certain interesta. 
They had tobe careful that they received their proper proportion in 
the new company, and to see that what they had to sell had been taken 
upon a prop?r basis. As to what was the right basis, the directors 
had been ucable to come to any agreement. The next point which 
had to be considered was that the arrangements for the new com- 
pany must be such as to ensure a3 far as possible the harmonious 
working without friction of the two concerns thus brought together. 
He was sciry to say that in that case the directors failed to see eye 
to eye on certain points, and be thought there was sufficient reason 
on that ground why the amalgamati.n should not ъз proceeded 
with. The negotiations had been conducted in а most friendly 
manner, and bad ended in the most friendly manner. The door 
had been shut, but not slammed, for the board bad no wish but to 
keep up the friendly relations between the two companies, and he 
had no doubt that when the meeting of Callender's Cable Company 
was held, very much the same tone which he was taking that day 
would be taken there. He thougbt neither company bad any reason 
to complain of the other, and he saw no reason why the amalgama- 
tion might not be brought about in time to come. 

Mr. G. SUTTON, managing director, seconded the motion, and said 
that when the accounts were made up it was contemplated that 
Callender's Cable Company and Henley's Telegraph would be one 
company. He wished the shareholders to be assured that the accounts 
of that company had been made up in exactly the same manner as 
they had in the preceding year. The stocks, a very important 
part of the accounts, had becn taken upon the same low standard as 
in previous years; in fact, the standard bad been actually lower 
than the market price. One of the chief items of stock was copper, 
and during the last year there had been a considerable fall in the 
copper market, and a large part of the company's stock had to be 
written down &t market price, involving a great loss to the com- 
pany, but it was, of course, a loss which must necessarily occur in 
all manufacturing firms at times. The industrial prices in Germany 
had played bavoc with part of the company's business, for the price 
of cables sold in Germany had been ruinous. Notwithstanding this 
their balance-sheet showed that their profits had been larger than 
hitherto. Тһе American competition had also affected their busi- 
ness to some extent, but that had been with regard to prices. A 
good deal had been said in the public Press with regard to the elec- 
trical industry, and as to the backwardness of English manufac- 
turers as compared with Americans. That, however, was not the 
case in respect to the cable manufacturers of this country, for the 
had been right in the front, and could manufacture quite as we 
ard as cheaply as any American manufacturer. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 


Kalgoorlie Electric Power and Lighting Company. 


Мв. R. W. WALLAch, K C., chairman, presided at Winchester 
House, E C., on Monday afternoon over the third ordinary meeting 
ofthe shareholders of the above company, and in moving the 
adoption of the report, said that it was some time since he had 
addressed them, but in the meantime they had kept the share- 
holders fully informed of their movements by circulars and reporte 
of the engineers, The period for which the accounts was made up 
was 15 months, instead of the usual 12 months, because the directors 
came to the conclusion that it would be better to bave their accounts 
dating from the first of the year. With regard to the accounts, the 
capital account spoke for itself. Bills payable, £8,541, and sundry 
creditors, £2,517, were in respect of contract work. The liability on 
uncompleted contracts was £61,514, £55,000 of which was on general 
contract,and £4,256 wasfortramway machinery. They had taken over 
the work of the Kalgoorlie Tramways, and in order to do that work it 
was necessary to put up some additional plant not included in the 
original contract. The tramways were now working satisfactorily, 
aud were the company's first customers. With reference to calls 
unpaid—£36,215—he expected they would require some explana- 
tion. He told the shareholders at the last meeting that they were 
not going to be rigid about the calls, as it was not necessary, con- 
sidering the amount of liabilities they had to meet in connection 
with the contract, and consequently taking into consideration the 
depressed state of the mining market they had not pressed ebare- 
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bolders to pay those calls. The course they had adopted seemed to 
have been a very judicious one, for the amount at which the item 
stood in the balance-sheet was now reduced without any pressure to 
£13,556. He would point out that it was no advantage to the com- 
pany to get the calls paid up, because the shareholders who were in 
arrears did not get their 6 per cent., and the company was able to 
borrow money at & much cheaper rate. "There had, however, been 
other persons, who had taken up shares, who had disputed the right 
of the board to make those calls, and those persons had been dealt 
with in a very different way. As the sbareholders knew, legal 
proceedings were taken against the board on the ground that tke 
prospectus was a misleading one, but the case was decided 
in the board's favour. They bad decided to issue 250,000 
worth cf debentures, and of that sum £10,000 would be taken by the 
contractors at par. He wished particularly to impress upon the 
shareholders the fact that the contractors had been of very ccn- 
siderable benefit to the company. They found owing to the work 
being carried out at such a distance that it would be better to have 
contractors whose intercsts were bound up in the company. 
He had had great experience with electrical work, and he was 
extremely satisfied with the way Messrs. White were carry ing out their 
contract. At first he must say he was antagonistic to Messrs. 
White, for he did not think they had the necessary staff for 
carrying out the work, but he must say now that they had 
one of the most eflicient staffs for electrical work in the kingdom. 
They made arrangements with that firm to take up shares after the 
flotation of the company, so that the contractors' interests were prac- 
tically those of the company, but atthe eame time he had looked very 
closely into their accounts, and knew that Messrs. White had not 
asked more than fair contractors’ profit. In addition to this £10,000 
debentures taken up by the contractora, they had issued £5,000 
debentures, so there was а balance of £35,000 debentures unissued 
which shareholders could take up if they cared to. The reason 
they had decided to issue those debentures, was that they had 
found they could do а very . profitable work outside 
what the original contract was made for in the way of supplying 
motors, pumps, and so onto the mines. Afterall their liabilities were 
met they would have £17,000 working capital left, so that they had 
enough capital at present to go on with. He would not promise 
they would not issue more capital, and he hoped, indeed, that it 
would become necessary to do so, but that was their present limi- 
tation, to see what profits they could make. With regard to the 
other items in the accounts, they would notice the directors' fees, 
£2,312, which was for 15 months, but he had suggested to his 
colleagues that each director should give up £100 of his fees 
until profits had been earned. There was also an item of 
special remuneration to directors £125. "That was in connection 
with the action against the ccmpany. He might say that he him- 
self attended the Courts constantly, and he was probably not less 
than £500 out of pocket by having to give up other work. With 
regard to directora’ fees for the local board in Australia, that board 
had now been dissolved, for they found they could not work pro- 
perly with two boards, and that it would be better to have & 
manager to carry out the general instructions of a board in 
England. There was no profit and balance account, because the 
contract was not due to be completed until July, 1902, but they had 
completed a large amount of work, and had been enabled to supply 
the tramways, which started on May 20th, and those tramways had 
been running satisfactorily ever since. 

Mr. J. P. DooLETTE seconded the motion. 

Replying to questions asked by shareholders, the CHAIRMAN said 
they had only definitely signed one contract at present, which was 
tbat with the tramways company, but they could have signed many 
contracts. They were, however, waiting to pick out the offers most 
favourable to them. The shareholders need not have the slightest 
doubt but that all the power they had to offer would be taken 
up, but they wereanxious to pick out those things which would work 
in with the tramway work. To supply electricity with salt feed 
water was a very difficult work, but he believed theirs was the best 
plant that had ever been put in. As to reducing the number of the 
board, all he could say was that if they found the expense of the 
directors unfair on the amount earned by the company, he had no 
doubt the directors would reduce the fees. 

The report was adopted. 


Lisbon Electrical Tramways, Limited. 


THE report of the directors for the year ended December 31st last, 
to be presented at the general meeting to be held in London on the 
2nd prox., states that the conversion of the system was continued, 
with the result that, by the end of the year, more than one-half of 
the lines were in operation electrically, and there was every 
prospect of the rapid completion of the whole system as originally 
provided for. The working of the tramways by animal traction 
омей а loss, even under the best conditions, and the numerous 
interruptions, due to the construction, added to it considerably. 
The first line was opened to the public for electric service on August 
31st, and the earnings, which up to the introduction of electric 
traction had been steadily falling off, immediately increased, and 
the results of each new service, opened to the public from time to 
time, have been equally satisfactory. Although the four months 
under review cannot be taken as an indicatiou of the earning power 
of the company, the directors feel confidence in stating tbat, in 
their judgment, the company can safely look forward to a prosperous 
career. The accounts show a profit on working of £1,677, anda 
net debit balance to profit and loss after payment of debenture 
interest of 425,025. ss RU 


Thomes Parker, Limited. 


THE directors’ report to be submitied to the eighth annual gencral 
meeting to be held at the works, Wednesfield Road, Wolver- 
hampton, on Monday, June 30tb, reads as follows: — 


Your directors have pleasure in submitting the annexed balance-sheet, 
which they consider thoroughly satisfactory. After writ.ng off the various 
depreciationg the balance standing to the credit of pretit and loss account is 
£9,049 9s. 9d.; out of this the dircctors propose to pay a dividend ut the rate of 
10 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, amouniing to £7,C60 Ts. 2d., and to 
carry the balance (£1,987 28. 7d.) forward to next year's account. Thedirector 
who retires by rotation is Mr. R. Armistead, who is eligible and offers Limself 
for re-election. The auditors, Messrs. Allen Edwards & Smith, also retire, 
are cligible and offer themselves for re-election. 


Greenwood & Batley, Limited. 


THE report for the year to March 31st last, to be submitted at the 
meeting on July 5th, states that, after providing for interest on the 
debentures and expenses of management, and making due provision 
fcrdoubtful accounts, the accounts show a prof t of £31,667, and adding 
the balance brought forward, 44, 474, the total is £36,142. The directors 
have written off £7,500 for depreciation, acd have added £10,000 
to the reserve fund, thereby increasing it to £30,000, and they 
recommend that dividends for the year be declared at the rates of 
7 per cent. per annum on the раіб-ор cumulative preference share 
capital and of 5 percent. per annum on the paid-up ordinary share 
capital, abeorbing £15,615, and leaving £3,026 to be carried forward. 
The buildings, plant and machinery have been maintained in 
efficient working order and condition, £4,258 having becn expended 
during the year on maintenance account and charged to revenue. 
Steady progress continues to be made with the De Laval steam 
turbines for electrical generation, pumping and other purposes. 
The works of the English De Laval Steam Turbine Company 
adjoining Albion Works, in which company Greenwood & Batley, 
Limited, are large shareholders, are completed, the plaut is 
installed and the marufacture of turbines is now being carried on 
there. The directors look forward to a steady increase in the sales 
in this important branch of the engineering business. 


— 


United River Plate Telephone Company. 


THE report for the year to March 31st last, to be presented at the 
meeting on July lst, states that the gross receipts in sterling for the 
year in the River Plate were £114,811, as against £109,540 for the 
year before, and the working expouses in London aod the River 
Plate £60,345. After deducting debenture interest ard interim 
dividends on preference and ordinary shares, and adding transfer 
fees and interest on investments, there remains a profit of 433, 406, 
to which must be added £6,058 brought forward, leaving £39,465. 
After transferring £20,000 to reserve fund, which will then amount 
to £75,000, the directors recommend that a final dividend of 44 per 
cent. be paid upon the ordinary share capital, making, with the 
interim dividend paid, a return of 7 cent. for tbe усаг, and that the 
balance of £6,415 be carried forward. 


The Electric and General Investment Company. 


THE directors' report to be submitted at the meeting to be held at 
Winchester House, at 1 o'clock p.m., on Thursday, July 3rd, 1902, 
says that the profit and loss account for the year ended May 3lst, 
1902, shows a gross profit on the transactions of the year of £32,247 
10s. 114. After deducting all general charges and the interim 
dividends already paid on the preference and ordinary shares, and 
providing for the proportion of the final dividend accrued on the 
preference shares to May 31st, 1902, there remains a net balance of 
£20,470 8s. 9d. Of this sum the directors propose to carry £10,470 
8s. 9d. to the contingencies account, in order to streugtben the 
funds available for dealing with further business. "This will leave 
a balance of £10,000, which the directors recommend be distributed 
as follows :— 

ORDINABY SHARES— 

To the payment of a dividend of 5s. per share for the year 


ended May 81st, 1902, of which 2s. per share was paid ad 
interim in December, 1901, leaving 83. per share to be paid on 


July 3rd, 1902 bs 275 es vs ix е kí .. £3,000 0 0 
To the payment of a bonus of 2s. per share for the year ended 
May Bist, 1902 ee LE J oe ee ee 9 ГЕ 1 ee £2,000 0 0 
FovNrErs'! SHARES— | 
To the payment of a dividend of £50 per share for the year 
ended May 81st, 1902. .. ws as - id is .. £5,000 0 0 
£10,000 0 0 


The trustees for the ordinary shares reserve fund propose to dis- 
tribute to the holders of such shares a sum of 18. per sbare out of 
the proceeds of investments sold and dividends received in respect 
of such fund, making with the above-mentioned dividend and 
bonus a total present distribution of 6s. per share, or 8s. for the 
year on each ordinary share. The trustees for the founders’ shares 
reserve fund propose to distribute to the holders of such shares a 
sum of £10 per share out of the proceeds of investments sold and 
dividends received in respect of the fund, making with the above- 
mentioned dividend a total distribution of £60 on each founders’ 
share for the year. [The above-mentioned payments will be subject 
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to the deduction of income-tax.] Mr. Emile Garcke retires from 
his office as director by rotation, and, being eligible, offers himself 
for re-election. The auditor, Mr. G. T. Rait, also retires, but offers 
himself for re-election. 
able on July 3rd, 1902. 


The British Continental Electricity Company. 


THE directors’ report on the position of the undertaking at the end 
of the year 1921—1902 reads as follows :— 


During the year 60 new installations have been connected, while the number 


of lamps added during this period, calculated on the usual basis of 8 c.P., 
has been 1,571. The gross receirts from sale of current show an increase of £270 
over those of last year, notwithstanding the unfavourable Riviera Season, a 


result which the directors consider very satisfactory. After writing cff £90 


Ss. IId. as depreciation in respect of furniture, tools, meters, &c., £76 from pre- 
liminary expenses, and £50 from special legal expenses, and placing a further 
£67 16s. 8d. to reserve fund, the balance standing to the credit of revenue 
account is £767 28. 81. Of the above balance £275 has been absorbed in the 
payment of the interim dividend at the rate of 54 per cent. per annum on the 
cumulative preference shares, leaving a balance of £492 2e. 8d., which the 
directors recommend shall be appropriated as follows:—By payment of a divi- 
dend at the rate of 54 per cent. per annum оп the cumulative preference shares 
for the past half year, £275; by payment of a dividend at the rate of 2 per cent. 
per annum for the year on the ordinary shares, £178 108. 28. ; leaving а balance 
to be carried forward of £38 19s. 6d.; total, £492 2s. Ва. The sum of £2F8 ls. 3d. 
bas been spent on additions to plant during the year and £179 12s. 10d. on the 
purchase of new meters. In accordance with the art/cles of association, Mr. 
E. E. Berry retires from his directorship, and, being eligible, offers himself for 
re-election. The auditore, Messrs. Hercules Nicol & Barker, also retire, end, 
being eligible, offer themeelves for re-election. 


West African Telegraph Company. 


THE directors’ report for the year ended December 31st, 1901, to be 
presented to the meeting to te held at Electra House, E.C., on 
Thursday, July 3rd, at 12.15 p.m., reads as follows :— 

The company's revenue for that period amounted to £75,554 4s. 6d., agairst 
which £20,678 17s. 2d. is charged for ordinary experses, and £17,720 12s. 9d. for 
expenditure relating to repairs of cables. &c. After providing £94 188. 7d. for 
income-tax, there remains a balance of £87,064 1 58., to which is added £822 1s. 
brought from the preceding year, making a total available balance of £87,366 
166. From this balance there has been deducted 47,508 6s. 8d. for interest on 
debentures, and £16,566 13s. 4d. for tinking fund, leaving a balance of £19,811 
16s., out of which the directors propose to place £18,0CO to the general reserve 
fund, and carry £811 16s. forward to next year. The revenue for tbe year ucder 
review includes a further sum of £12,(00 in respect of subsidy due from the 
French Government, which has not been paid. This arrear, together with the 
sums withheld in previous years. now amounts to £80,415. Your directo)s, how- 
ever, are glad to report that the negotiations with the French Government, 
referred to in the last report, have been successfully concluded since the date 
of these accounts, and the first instalment of one bundred and twelve thou- 
sand pounds (£112,000, due from the French Government on account of the 
cables purchased by them, has been received. The director who retires by 
5 is Robert Kaye Gray, Esq., who, being eligit le, offers himself for re- 
election. 


Stock Exchange Notices.— Applications have bcen 
made to the Committee to appoint a special settling day in Bourre- 
mouth and Poole Electricity Supply Company, Limited, 7,500 6 per 
cent. cumulative second preference shares cf £10 each (issued at £1 
per share premium), £4 paid (of which £3 is capital and £1 premium); 
Diesel Engine Company, Limited, 325,(00 vendors’ ordinary shares 
of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 325,0C0; and to allow the follow- 
ing securities to be quoted in the Official Litt :—British Insulated 
Wire Company, Limited, further issue of 10,060 6 per cent. cumu- 
lative preference shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 70,001 to 
80,000 ; County of London and Brush Provincial Electric Lighting 
Company, Limited, further issue of 10,000 6 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £10 each. 


Cape Electric Tramways, Limited, — An interim 
dividend of 6 per cent. has been declared. The dividend will be 
payable after the receipt of transfer returns from South Africa. 


ГА 


TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


British Electric Traction Company.—The following returns arc issucd of the 
undertakings of this company for the week ending June 13th :— 


| Comparison | No. Aggregate. 


with corres- 
Amount ponding week of 


Company, 
of last year. weeks. Amount. 


Inc. or Deo, 


- 


£ +2 | -£ £ + 8 -8 
Devonport* .. ar 413 — — 9,414 — — 
Dudley – Stourbridge 664 — 8 16,104 2.257 — 
Gateshead .. is 745 244 — 15,604 1,498 — 
Greenock- Pt. Glasgow 664 835 — 10,136 5,791 — 
Hartlepool ..  .. | £50 4| — 5,037 5| — 
Kidderminster .. | 105 — | B! | 9,508 20 — 
Middleton* ee ee 243 тҮ | TTA 8,496 — — 
Oldham — Ashton 503 15 — 11,538 100 — 
Poole? ae ee ee 245 | "OI 26 5, 191 — 99 
Potteries ө . . 1 1,450 6 — 88,098 1,201 — 
Bouthport s os 256 103 — 4,125 1,350 — 
South Staffordshire 724 — 87 17,710 466 — 
Bwanse& "P а 450 18 — 10,047 845 — 
Taunton* aa "M Lh — == 1,861 ES — 
Tynemouth§ .. a £59 — — 5,015 261 — 
Wolverhampton Dist, 133 78 — 3,318 2,147 — 


* Not in operationlast ycar. t Partly steam. f Comparison from April 5th only, 
Comparison from March 18th only. § Comparison from May 8th only, 


It is proposed to make the dividends рау- 


Blackburn Corporation Tramways.—Week ending June 20th, £817; last year, 
; increase, £181. Total to date, £17,907; last year, £11,981; increase, 
£2,871. Miles open, 113.. 


Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramways.— Week ending June 21st, £170; last year, 
A decrease, #192, Total to date, £8,315; last year, £9,01€; decrease, 
01. 


Biistol Tramways and Carriage Company.— Week ending June 20th, £4,457; 
last year, £4,376; increase, £81. е 


City and South London Railway.— Week erding June 22nd, £3,017; last ycar, 
£1,907; increase, £1,110. Total to date (25 weeks), £74,4€5; last year, 
£49,189 ; increase, £25,820. Miles open, 6}; last year, 42. 


Dublin United Tiamways Company.—Week ending June 20th:—D.U.T. Co., 
£3,594 1s. 84.; D. S. D. Co, £819 £s. 11d.; total, £4,418 7s. 2d. Last year— 
D. U. T. Co., 23,1 +5. 0d. ; D. S. D. Co, £930 135. 8d.; total, £4,715 18. 3d. ; 
decrease, £851 14s. ld. Aggregate to date, £105,875 Cs.td.; last year, 
£102,030 8s. 8d. ; increase, £8,344 125. Od. Mileage worked, 46. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway.— Week ending June 22nd, £1,517; last year, 
£1,572; decrease, £55. Total to date, £85,798; last year, 489, 285; decrease, 
£8,487. Miles open, 6 miles 57 chains. 


Sunderland Corporation Tramways. — Week ending June 22nd, £1,137; last 
year, £1,061; inorease, £76. Total to date (12 weeks), 213,018; last усаг, 
£11,949; increase, £1,069. Miles open, 187. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


| Moniay Evening. 
WHILE other markets in the Stock Exchange stand with folded 
arms not expecting the business which never comes, the electrical 
eections are fairly active. For one thing, the new issue of British 
Electric Traction shares is creating considerable trade, and electric 
supply descriptions are by no means left alone. Telegraph stocks, 
on the other hand, are somewhat neglected, and the reports which 
Lave latcly appeared from several of the West Indian undertakings 
are nct checrful enough to arouse any particular interest on the part 
of the investing public. ! 

It bas now become pretty clear that the electric lighting com- 
panies will not benefit in consequence of the Coronation to any- 
thing like the extent to which it was at first hoped they would, 
Quotations are steady, and there is a certain amount doing in Brush 
shares by resson of the proposal cf tke British Electric Traction 
Company. We have already referred to tke ratural indignation 
troused in some of those people who sold their shares at prices 
ranging between 10s. and 15s, these unfortunate sellers being 
without the information which was pcsseesed by other quarters. 
Now come doubt and perplexity for tbe remaining proprietore, who 
want to know whether they should exchange their Brush shares for 
Tractions or keep them as they are. In tke latter event, the holder 
must consider the possibility of finding himself in & minority— 
perhaps a small one—which would mean that his shares might 
become difficult of negotiation. Under the circumstances, and 
regarded from the standpoint of share-marketability, it would 
appear politic to effect the exchange. 

New British Electric Tractions are very active, and the price at 
the time of writing is 24 premium, after being 3 higher. The 
dealers in the market are booking bargains in the sbares as fast as 
they can write, and the extension of the time for sending in appli- 
cations has been hailed as a simple right. When it was seen, in the 
first place, that less than seven working days were allowed for 
getting in applications for the new shares, the arrange- 
ment was denounced in exceedingly strong terms. Earnest 
representations were made to е directors and to the 
brokers of the company, with the result that the time was 
dated forward a week, although, as’ the Coronation festivities 
intervene, the concession does not amount to much. Obviously, 
somebody is very anxious indeed to take up the shares which pro- 
prietors may miss by reason of their negligence, temporising or 
unavoidable causes. 

Henley's and Callender's are quietly steady, and even now hopes 
are being revived for the tender union of the companies, of which 
one of the directors врске with so much pathetic parable at the 
meeting the other day. Miscellaneous shares keep idle as a whole. 
In the electric railway market, hopes of bumper Coronation trafics 
keep stocks hard, despite the dull tendency developed by the rest 
of the department. Those who have received the circulars by an 
outside firm in reference to selling Tube shares—including City 
and Surrey !—might try the Stock Exchange before they attempt 
to deal with the authors of the circular; they might, possibly, get 
higher prices. 

The telegraph market shows renewed dujness in Anglo-American 
stocks, and the German competition is still the bugbear of the 
situation. Eastern varieties are mostly neglected, and there is 
some curiosity manifested as to how the end of the war may affect 
the companies cabling to South Africa. The West Indian group is 
practically unaltercd since we last wrote. 
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Olosing Olosing 
Present т Dividends uotation Quotations 
NAME. Share.| the last three years. NU 18th. June 28rd. 


$5,000 Amason Telegraph Co.'s shares, Nos. 1 to 25,000 Д 
119,7001| Amason Telegraph 5 Y Debe., Nos. 1 to 1,250 Red. 

720 Anglo-American pb ... - - 
8,097,640 нея do. 6% Pref iss ves 
8,097,640 do. Deferred die T a 

44 Obili Telephone, ie 1 to 44,000 885 РРА T 
1,741 Do. ar Sterling 0 Ф Deb. Btock Red 
i year 4 
16,000 | Ouba Telegraph СА - 80 
000 Do. 10% Pref. e e iss 


Do. do. 10 % Oum Pref. ... 


— West India Gable, 4j ® Beg. ‘Deb, i} 100| .. | .. | 100 —208 |100 — 103 


4,000,000 . 1 to 1,200, Red. Stock 7 17 € 120 —130 [120 —120 
1,830,807 " Pref Stom. n | ш | I [87—89 |88— 91 
күзем De Mort. Deb. Stock Red. ... TE a i 1 2 107 15 107 —111 

$90,000! Do. 4% Deb. Stock TR Stock 5 iis „ (108 —113 1208 —113 


Eastern and Bowth African Telegraph, 4 9 Mort, Debs} 100 
Nos. 1 to 8,000, red. 1909 
300,000: Do. 4 5 Нев. Mt. Debe. (Mauritius Bub.) 1—8,000 25 


180,237 | Globe Telegraph and Trust T „| 10 | 549% | 51% | . 8— 9 8 — 9 
(20.000 Do. do. 6 а, Prei sas 5 8 е UN x 124— 270 
Great Northern Telegraph, of Copenhagen EM Se 1 ess — 25 — 
Halifax and Bermuds Gable, 1 Ф 1и Mort. Debs., Б _ 
роя 3 "ыз Noa 1 aot} 5 10 % 10 % 10 % p Ps p pl 
103,0007 Pitino Brali n Telogra b, 6 1 Debe. M 2s .. 100 —104 |100 — 104 
690 | Montevideo Telephone, Limited, : Nos. 1 to 72,680 .. $i Е 1— 14 i 4 
RR 409 | do. do 5 9 Pret., Nos. 1 to 86,492 b T. à f— 1 — 1 
983,333 | Netional Telephone. Pref. Stock ... is a » b 5 |5 % | 95 — 99 95 — 99 
200,000 Pref. shares see .. | 3 33 | 34— 33 34- 38 
1,906,667 Do Def. Stock x ae e 60 |64 xd| 53 — 57 58 — 57 
15,000 Do 69 Oum. let Pref. ... 6 6 1 6 |12- 14 2 — 14 
15,000 Do 6 % Cum. 3nd Pref. .. 6 6 6 12 — 14 |12 — 14 
$50,000 Do 5 $ Non-cum. 3rd Pref., 1 to 250,000 5 5 $ 5 44 53 | 41— 
2,000,000: Do 34 95 Deb. Stock 34% | 3 34 u4 - 7 | 94 — 97 
000/ Do. 4 95 Deb. Stock Red.... s . 149 |4 103 - 107 103 — 107 
171,504 | Oriental Telephone and Elec., Nos. 1 to 171,504, fully paid 5 v6 16% | toes | tee 1% 
100,0003; Pacific and European Tel., 4 % ips Debs., 1 to 1,000 . vis is *. | 99 —102 99 -102 
11,899 | Reuter’s. " 85 5 5 95 Р 6) - "71xd| 64 
3,303 | Submarine Cables Trust s T І T: ie Та M 110 —120  |110 —120 
68,000 | United River Plate Telephone 7 5 — & 5 — 5 
40,006 Do. do. 5 Ф Оза. pref. Ное 1— 40,000 ; 14— 0 | 4% 5 
179,9471 do. 5 95 Debe. .. s "T a 108 —106 [105 - 106 
155,600 | West African Telegraph, 5 95 Debe.... 99 —102 99 —102 
80,008 | West Ooast of America, Nos. 1— $0,000 and 58,001—58, 008 9 i 
150,000: Do. do. 4 95 Dobes., 1—1,500 by Bras. Seb. Tel. 99 —1 99 —102 
207,980 | Western Telegraph, Ltd., Nos. 1—207,980 ... ee: 7%|7% 114— 124 | 114 - 128 
75,0001 Do b "Debe. 2nd series, 190€ 55 102 — 105 [102 — 105 
848,777: Do, do. 4 % Deb. Stock Bed. aa эз 7 99 —102 99 —102 
68,321 | West India and Panama f огыз y | .. ‘a 9— & | 3— 8 
. 04,563 Do. do. do. 6 $ Oum. let Pref. . ise А 885 čł - 53 bł 52 
4,669 Do. do. do. 6 % Oum. 3nd Pref. .. Ж | -— 928 31— 44 94- 44 
40.0001 Do do do к © Dabs.. Nos. 1 to 1, 800 100 .. OL —104 101 104 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANTES. 
100,000 | Blackheath and Greenwich Dist. Electric Light, Ord.  ... ll гы sa 7 ыз i— ìb i—^ b 
100,000 Do. 44% 1st Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs. | 100 | ... .. {100 —104 [100 —104 
19,661 Brompton & Kensington В!ес. Lt. Вар., Ord., 1011019761 | 5 |6 Ф 6% 8 9 — 9 9 — 9j 
20,000 Do. do. % Cum. Pref.... 5 eee 9 i 94 9 к= 94 
60,000 | Oharing Cross and Strand Electricity Suppl dés eds 519 % 9% 10 % 9 — 10 9 — 10 к гез 
50,000 Do. do. do. do. 95 Oum. Pref. 50 — M 51— Ыы 3» 928 
250,000 Do. do. do. 495 Deb. Stock Red. | 100 | ... * 105 —107 |106 —108 1073 | 106% 
$4,000 *Ohelsea Blectrici Bu r] Ord. TP TI Tr eee b 6 54%, 4 b = ad 5 — Tm TIT 
150,000: Do. dd РР, Deb. Stock Bed. ... |Btock f yes *. 108 ~111 108 -111 ex "T 
70,579 | City of London Electric Lighting, 40,001—110,579... | 10 | 4 0 & 5%] 8— 9 8 — 9 81 8i 
40,000 Do. 6 V Oum. Pref., 40,000 ... e 10 | 6 6 — | DIRK 194 | 114 - 123 is jas 
Do. 5 Y Deb. Stock, Scrip. (iss. at £115) all paid ' 193 —128 123 —198 
Do. 44% 2nd Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs., 100 a .. 103 —106 103 —106 
Ooanty of Lond. & Brush Prov. Elec. Ltg., Ord. 1—40,000 | 10 | 4 са 4% | 74- 84 7$ - 84 
Do. do. do. 6% , 40,001—60,000 | 10 6 6 —. | 12 — 13 12 — 13 
Do. 44 95 Deb. Stock, Prov. Certs (all paid) Bd. ... | ... | ... А . 109 —112 109 —112 — 
NEdmundson's Oorp., Ord. Bhares sss was mS 56 7 V. 61— 62 64— 62 bee 
` ч 1 6 Ф Cam. Pref. ee TI [ITI эө» ТҮ 5 — f 53— 6{ TT » 
5E. 1st Mort. Deb. Stock se 100 vd . |108 —111 |108 —111 . 
коза and Knightebe! Electric, Ord. ... ns 5 | 11% | 12% | 10% | 10 — 11 10—11 
do. de, 4% Deb. Stook Stock or .. 101 —104 1101 —104 
imac Electric Supply et Limited, Ord.  ... 9 2 oe 2 11— 1$ 11— 13 
ге до. do. 6%, Pref. 5] .. iss " 4— 4 | 4 — 44 
do. do 4% 1st Mt. Db. Stock Rd. Stock өз .. | 94 — 99xd| 94 — 99 " 
Moo РЕВ Blectric ly, 101 to 62,500 1015916 % | 68% | 16 — 19 16 — 17 . 163 
Do. 49 Mortgage Debentare Btock vex ЖЕТ 855 .. 111 —115 111 ~—115 de 
Do. 9175 Mort. Deb. Stock Red. Stock m * | 98 —101 98 — 101 
Notting Hill Blectric Lighting ыі ‘as » | 10 17 7 |6 14 — 15 14 — 15 
Bt. James's and gr is iiic: Light Ord. .. —€ 5 144 1710 144 144— 154 | 144— 154 ы sis 
Do. 5 = 517 7 7 81— 94 84— 93 95 is 
Do. de. " 100 06е ene eee 98 —101 98 —101 eos eee 
12,000 TRES MARNE NE ру - 5 РА T 12— 23 1g— 23 Tr Ys 
Do. coe 100 eee p^ — er а r өз 0 
65,000 Bouth London Nlectricity eee ee cee 5 2 = eee eee 
. 109,518 | Westminster Blectrie Верт! 2 | к 13%. Tm 104% NK 11 > 12 11 — 12 lj 11% 
* Subject to Founders Shares. + Quotations on Liverpool Stock Exchange 
1 Unless otherwise stated all shares are fully paid. l Dividends paid in deferred share warrants, profits бее шой as capital, 


Dividends marked § are for a year, consisting of the latter part of one year and the first part of the next. 
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ELECTRICAL RAILWAY, MANUFACTURING, AND INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES. 
Stock Olosing Olosing Business done 
Present Dividends for ended 
Issue, Aa все] the last three years, | Jung ian, June rd. Zune 25ra. 1905. 
1899. | 1900, | 1901. нима tame. 
20,000 | British Aluminium 7 Y Cum. Pref. . 98 % 100 „„ a 4à— 54 44— 54 м — 
800,000% Do. do. 5 J ict Mort. Deb. Stock Red. Stock . | 86 — 90 86 — 90 К : 
62,074 | British Electric Traction T „| 10| 8 E 9 * 9 % 134 - 144 | 124 - 134 14 13 
90,000 Do. do. 6 Oum. Pre. ..| 10 . |194- 13- | 12 — 124. | 128| 128 
600,0007 Do. do. Perpetual Peper Stock ... .. 124 —127 |124 —127 126 | 124 
70,000 | Britisb Insulated Wire 8 ves ee 5 20 * 15 * 10 0% 74 - 83 7$ - 83 е ; 
70,000 Do. do. 6 Oum. Pref. m sái s b| .. 51— 6 54 6 s КА 
50,000 |{Browett, Lindley & Co. (1899), Ord. aes seed ELT. wes 8 * .. | 13s. to 15s. | 13a. to 15. E І 
50,000 |T 6 % Cum. Pref. .. se |. AL T xs 6% . 16/6 to 17/0 | 16/6 to 17/0 | . "s 
105,731 Brush Elecl Inging., rd., 1 to 105,731 ТА M 25 5 T. Nil | 1à4— 18 là- 18 es 
150,000 Do. do. Non cu. 69 Pref. . nas sé 2| 6 3% | 1#-— 23 12- 23 2 
125,0602 Do. = d rp. Deb. Stock 988 .. [Stock] ... e .. 101 —104 |101 —104 " 
125,000 Do. . 2nd Deb. Btock Stock Ves 195 —100 95 —100 
30,000 Oallender's Osbie 98 ‚ Nos. 1—30,000 ... 5 15 * 15 Ф 20 %| 16 — 17 xd} 16 - 17 
40,000 Do. do. 5 95 Cum. Pref. T Бу... i 268 53- 6} 53—- tł г; eee 
90,0002 Do. do. 44 95 1st Mort. Deb. Stock Red . Stock E^ E ve |111 - 115 111 —115 112 TO 
1,969,800 | Oentral London Railway, Stock id дА .. |Btock| ... 805 4 95104 — 107 104 — 107 1058 s 
440,100 Do. do. 4 % Pref. Stock .. eos see Stock өөө eee 4 Ф 103 3 106 105 — 108 А 
440,100 Do. do. Det. do sii .. |Stock| .. m 4 5100 —103 |100 —103 T РЕ 
855,000 | City and Beutb London Railway ... vet ee .. Stock 11%] 12%) 2 J 71 — 74 71 — 74 7231 71 
54,000 | Crompton & Oo., Nos. 1 to 54,000  ... ds ^" 3| 78%) 89$ .. 3— 34 3— 84 34 | ... 
100,000: a or Mort. Reg. Debe, 15090001] | „„ .„ | поз —108 9103 —108 % 
99,261 Edison & Swan Utd. El. Let., “д” shares, £3 pd. 1 to 99,2681 5] 6 24 " 1— B k- ff n 
17. 139 Do. do. do. "A" Shares, 01—017,139  ... 5 6 24 , 11— 24 14 24 E 
344,0232 Do. do. do. 4% Deb. Btock Red sap 400. m 25 75 — 80 75 BD. "wd cs 
100,0007 Do. do. 5% 2nd Deb. Stock Prov. eae 100 ? 5 82 — 87 82 — 87 i 
112,100 | Electric Construction, 1 to 112,100 ... 216% 6929 11— 12 11— 1j | "e 
31,390 Do. do : Cum. Pref., 1 to 31, 390... өө, 1 Р 24— 3 24- 3 
182,500; Ро. do. Perp. 1st Mort. Deb. Btock Stock 97 —101 99 —102 | 7 
18,000 | General Elec. Co. (1900) 5 Y Cum. Pref. ... за s ee 1: А ШИК? 852 .. |10 — 10$ | 10 — 1033 
150,000 Do. do. 4 % Mort. Deb. ... - Stock 98 —101 98 — 101 
35,000 | Henley’s (W. T Telegrapb Works, Ord. ... бай s 5 15 & 20 Ф 20 [4 164 — 174 | 164— 17 16i 
85000 | Do. do. 44% Pre. .. ..| 5 443 44%] 53— 6 54— 6 Ж 
50,0002} Do. = do. 44 Mort. Deb Stock... iss 111 —115 111 —115 ә 
50,000 | India-Rabber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works ..| 10|10% 10 % 21 — 22 21 — 22 ba 
$00,000]| Do. do. do. 4 let Mort. Deb m OO CA Y 99 -102 100 103 10 4 | 
87,500 Liverpool Overhead Railway, Ord. .. T . 10 | 38%] 32% 14% Wu M 413 oo a .. | 
10,000 f Do. do. Pref., £10 paid a 10 5 esi 104 11 А ! 
7,500 Parker (Thomas), Limited, Ord., Nos. 1 to 7,500 ... 10 25 — 163 . . 168 Š | 
$Rosling & Fynn 6 % Cum. Pret... ЕЭ £1 се SE . N 19/0 to 20,0 ч 
$7,350 | Telegraph Construction and Maintenance 12 | 15 1749.| 20 %| 34 - 37 34 — 37 ; 
150, 0002 Do. 4 95 Deb. Bds. Nos. 1 to 1,500 Red. 1909 100 T i .. 103 -106 1063 —106 
25,000 Telegrapb Manufacturing, Ord. Nox. 1 to 25,000 ... 5112 *|19 9$ 94 104 94— 104 i 
20,000 Do. do. 5 Ф Cm. Prt. Nos. 1 to 20,000 .. 5 sas ^^— 6 54— 6 . 
540,0001 Waterloo and City Railway, Ord. Btock  ... * 100 | 3 & 3 % | 3 * 93 


| 


' Quotasions on Liverpool Btock Exchange. 


_ | Unless otherwise stated all sbares are e fully paid. 
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1 From Bradford Share List, 


LATEST PROCURABLE QUOTATIONS OF SECURITIES NOT OFFICIALLY QUOTED. 
lene) давон ыы ды Electric M pa), Ord., 


Consolidated Teleph 
National Electric 


* From Birmingham Share List, 


. 


on Construction and Maintenance, N- · 


«€ From Manchester Share List. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, Monday, June 23rd. 


ih pd.) 10-105. 


Bank rate of discount 8 per cent (February 6th, 1902). 


- 


CHEMICALS. &o. This week. | Last week. Ino. or Deo. METALS, &o. (e. This week | Last week. Ine. or Dev, 
a Acid, Hydrochloric... ee per отд. 6/- 6/- T 9 Copper Sheet ea ee ee per ton £69 £69 Ы 
a е tric ee Фо ee per owt. 2 28). ee @ LI] . е 0 ee per ton £09 £69 . zu ee 
6 u Oxalic ae oa ee 2 2 б „„ ‘Blectrolytio) Bars .. рег ton £68 £68 es 
& „  Bolphuric. «ә ee per си}. 5/6 6/6 - 6 u " ts .. per ton £75 £15 $ 
e Ammoniao, Ва! . ee рег сті. 42/- 49J- > в " « ee per ton £68 £68 - 
м Ammonia, манме (crystal) .. per ton 488 1 ae в “ " H.O. Wire per ib. 8d. 8d. sx 
.. per ton £80 T f Ebonite Rod .. ss T ee рет lb. 8/- 8. es 
: Bleach! ee ° рет ton 41 41 oe f [1] Sh oe oe ee por Ib. Us 6. oe 
в Bisalpbi o of Carbon - per ton 415 15 T n German Silver Wire T ee per lb. 1/6 15 - 
e Borax 9 * 8 .. рег ton 418 418 А А Gutta-percha fine. .. por lb. 8. 8/- Pu 
e Bensole (90%) .. ee per gal. 3/- 1- eo Peay eae m ipi oe ee рег Ib, 2/113 to 8/04 9/113 inc. 
в a» (5 «s .. рег gal. 6/6 b T á Iron, Charcoal Shee si .. per £18 £18 ae 
в Sulphate as per ton #19 219 T 6 4, Pig (Cleveland v warrants). рег to: 49.8 49 8 К 
в Nitrate А a. рег ton #94 494 oe € a heap gee d to sise por ton] Fron £11 | From 41) : 
& „ White Bugar .. .. per ton £81 £81 ee é „ Sorap, per ton 47/6 :о го - | 41/6 ю 50 Я 
в ais led Bell Г we T Бес ка ипле S ee „ Wire, galvanised No. 8 per ton 4 20 15 HA а 
e Me т gal. «s 
в мары а, Solvent (90% ai 160°). ber cal 6/6 5/6 . | 9 Lead, English Ingot — .. per wos f to ei1i0. | 621110) — 
a Po vBiehromate, in casks.. рег lb. 8d. ва. zo f ^« " eet is per tor ELB £18 š 
в n Caustic (75/80%) .» рег юп 494 T m Manganin Wire No. 38 .. . perib 8/- &- Ws 
& „  Bisulphate s ee рег ton £85 485 - g Mercury 8 ee i .. perbot £8 15 £8 16 e 
a Bhellac „ per си}. 110/- 110j- BE d Mica (in original cases), small .. per Ib 8d. to dd. 8d. to od ee 
e Sulphate of "Magnesia .. ee per ton £4 10 £4 10 ee d „ 50 a. medium per Ib 1/9 to 2/9 1/9 to 2/9 es 
в ae Sublimed Flowers .. per ton £6 5 46 5 - d n w large. per Ib. 8/8 bo 3/8 to Ts ve 
1 2 ecovered .. .. per ton 45 10 48 10 їз p Phosphor Bronse, plain castings per! [14d.t0 1% |114d. to Bs 
ee рег ton 85 85 ds p T rolled bars & per lb „ $0 1,8 - to 1/8 2 
2 Bodà, Caustic leihe ww 3) :. per zen 410 1 400 18 z p $ s. Da boar er Ib. | Prom 13 12 2 
& n B es ё» ee per ton 28 28 ee килы... ё wi T per on. 44 1 241 me 
a Bichromate, casks . per Ih Sid. Nd. T Le per ib. | 9d. to 1 94. зо 1/- ae 
бее, Ме, sop F'ogto Honea per dn From £15 to $40 vs 
АРВ ius E o MM. de чо | e vo йй 
ү in ton lote per ton 4148 £148 " d ‚ты, block .. .. oe . ber toni 4129 £199 — 
„ „ in ton lots per ton 4 2994 5% f p {0 e. T А ee per Ib. 1/6 1% m 
$ eet, e ton lote per ton 6191 4191 is ^" wire, Nos. 1 to 18 oe per ld. 1/1 18 1d. dec. 
p Babbiti's metal per ton | £40 0 £140| £40 to А0] deo. p White Anti- 2 
в Brass (rolled metal to i9 basis Der Ib. 61d. А ve " White Ant” brand per ton “ч £36 to £60 д 
e be (brased) „ por lb. d. d. m 1 absum Үт Grey Ootton, оп epa per Ib. Id. : 
є n solid drawn) ee per lb. Id. d. as j n 68 lea. Max .. ee per lb. E d. 85 
6 u Wire, 0 ә ee Dor lb. Id. 7d. es u z ply 10 lbs. Russian .. per ib. 4 ad. 8 
e Conver Tubes (brased) e. per Ib, 620, 850 sè Í n 10 Iba. Russian, single .. per lb. 4 EN 
6 „ a (solid drawn) .. per lb. 9d. . vs l 180 Ibs, Jute rove .. per *on a 6 £1026 Ба 
e Copper Bars (best ee per ton 469 £69 ee Zino, ваз, (Vielle Montagne bad.) per ton p^ 10 £93 10 * 


Quotations 
supplied by 


(a Messrs. G. Boor & Co. 
b The British Aluminium Co., Ltd. 
c Messrs. Thos. Bolton & Sons, 
d Merars, F. Wiggins & Sona, 
e Mesere. Frederick Smith & Co, 


Quotations 
supplied by 


| 


f India-Rubber, G.-P. and Teleg. Works 
essrs. James & пак Oa [Co., Ltd. 


M 
f, Messrs. Edward Till & 
í Messrs. Bolling & Lowe, 
j Messrs. Walter H. Hindley & Co, 


Quotations 
supplied by 


= 


к Messrs. Morris Ashby, Limited. 
т Messrs. W. T. Glover & Co. Lid. 
Mesers. P. Ormiston & Sons. 


Messrs. Jobnson, Matthey & Co., Lid. 
p Tre Pbospbor Bronse Company, 1:8. 


2a — m. а ati 
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THE DEFENCE OF THE POST OFFICE. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN AND THE BnEACH OF FAITH.” 
By Cuas. Н. GARLAND. 


THE telegraphists, in common with otber portal employés, are 
pressing for a Parliamentary inquiry into the grievances of which 
they complain. By a Parliamentary inquiry they mean an inquiry 
with a composition affording guarantees of impartiality, and they 
bave pledged themselves to abide by the findings of such a Com- 
mittee. Their allegations are met by the Postal Department with 
a denial or a non possumus. They therefore ask for what would 
practically be a Beard of Arbitration, which is a legitimate and 
well-recognised means of settling industrial disputes. 

The debate which took place in the House of Commons on the 
Telegraph Vote proved one thing beyond question. Whatever 
view may be taken of the truth of the allegations of the telegraphists, 
or the reality of their grievances, and whatever value may be 
attached to tbe counter-statements of the Postmaster-General’s 
representative, there was no doubt that a primd faci case was made 
out for arbitration. A ''breach of faith” was charged against the 
Postal Department by Captain Norton, and documentary evidence 
was adduced in support of the charge. The hon. and gallant 
member for Newington was supported in his view by the Hon. 
Claude Hay and Sir Albert Rollit on the Conservative side of the 
House, and by numerous speakers on the Liberal benches. The 
division proved subsequently that a total of 134 members took the 
view of Captain Norton. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, of course, denied the “ breach of faitb,” 
and ratber superflucusly added that: “If he thought for a moment 
there had been such a breach, he should not be there to defend the 
Department, nor would his noble friend, the Postmaster-General, 
ask bim to do во.” The division brought bim 165 supporters, and 
as the tellers for the ‘‘noes” were the official whips of the party, 
it is fair to assume that other reasons than conviction influenced 
тапу of the voters. 

That the huge majority of the Government sbould be reduced 
to 31 on so serious a charge as that of a breach of faith is sufti- 
ciently significant. When, in 1890, Mr. Raikes was Postmaster- 
General, and the Government majority was much lower than it 
stands at present, Lord Compton's motion for reform was defeated 
by 39. Yet Mr. Raikes thought it wise to yield to the strong feel- 
ing in the House, and revised the conditions of service. But the 
main point lies here: 134 members of the House of Commons have 
recorded their belief that there has been a distinct breach of faith. 
Mr. Austen Chamberlain aud his supporters, without adducing much 
in the nature of rebutting proof, deny this. Here, then, is a very 
ideal case for inquiry aud award. It is a question of fact, and a 
Committce goirg into the whole of the evidence could settle the 
matter once for all Until such an inquiry is made the charge will 
continue to be urged on the one side and denied on the other, with 
progressively increasing vebemence and bitterness. 

One misses with Mr. Austen Chamberlain that dialectical ekill 
and quiet reasoning power which commanded for Mr. Hanbury the 
respect of those from whom be differed in opinion. The present 
Secretary to the Treasury seeks rather to copy his father's style, but 
the copy, like ull imitations, lacks much of the merit of tt e original. 
Mr. Austen Ch mberlain, during this last debate on Portal matters, 
did little more than offer a blank contradiction to the assertions of 
the supporters of Captain Norton. He did not dein to adduce 
the slightest evidence in support of his position, and only once did 
he so far forget bimself as to quote figures. I hope to show later 
that these few figures are incorrect, and the arguments founded 
upon them fallacious. The spirit of dogmatic contradiction st emed 
to grow upon him as the evening advanced, and culminated in a 
characteristic little colloquy between himself and Mr. Duke, the 
Conservative member for Plymouth. Mr. Duke very mildly 
suggested that ‘ He did not think anybody in this country believed 
that the postmen were generously treated. At least, if there were 
such, he bad never met them. If the Secretary to the Treasury 
thought that the postmen were generously treated, he beped the 
hon. gentleman would say so.” Mr. Austen Chamberlain, from his 
seat below, looked up with a smile of confidence, from which there 
was not lacking something of pride, and interpolated: ‘‘I certainly 
do." So soon as Mr. Duke recovered from his surprise, he made the 
obvious retort: “I сап only say, with equal emphasis, I certainly do 
not! Ibis little incident is merely quoted as typical of the 
Spirit in which the allegations were met. Now let uslook for a 
moment at the grounds of the alleged '' breach of faith." 

Captain Norton's case was, briefly, this: During tbe years 
between 1881 and 1590 men were induced to enter the telegraph 
service by a promise made on behalf of the Postmaster-General by 
the Civil Service Commissioners. This was what was stated in the 
рарег:—“ The Civil Service Commissioners are authorised by the 
Postmaster-General to append the following notice." Then followed 
an enumeration of certain payments during the very earliest years, 
and tbe notice continued as follows:—'' After a усаг at 168. a 
week, to advance to £45 & year, rising by £5 to £100, with 
& prospect of obtaining £190." The course of events has 
rendered it humauly impossible, without some radical alter- 
ation in the present methods of promotion, for more thau a 
very small percentage ever to obtain this £190 per annum. 
In Captain Norton's own words, The Government finding their 
business developing, found it also convenient at the same time to 
ask the senior telegraphi-ts (i e., the telegraphists on that part of the 
scale from £160 to 4190) to take a certain share of what were known 


` breach of faith. 


as supervising duties" Following on this, by successive innova- 
tions, the senior class of telegraphists was converted into a super- 
vising class. By this means it was made possible to escape from the 
recommendation of the Tweedmouth Committee to abolish classifi- 
cation between nori-supervising classes, and now the majority of 
the men who entered between 1881 and 1890 find themselves 
debarred from any possible realisation of the “prospect of £190,” 
promised to them on the authority of the Postmaster-General. The 
Department contends that this prospect still exists, although 
admitting it may be as remote as the marshal’s báton from the 
private soldier. Sir George Murray, the secretary, indeed suggested 
another way of realising the prospect. “Suppose,” said he, we 
had an epidemic of influenza in London next winter, and a large 
number of those men who had got into the higher class died off, 
would it not be possible then to attain to this position?” The 
proximity of a Mont Pelée might offer as ready a means of assisting 
the Department to keep faith with its employés. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, after the protestation already quoted, 
continued thus: Those men who joined the service between 1881 
and 1890 were the only persons who, in any case, could complain of a 
The promise was that they had a prospect of 
rising to £190. The hon member said this offer was an unfair one. 
I suppose it would not be ur fair to say that an officer joining the 
British army has a prospect of becoming a field marshal, but that 
does not mean that every officer will become a field marshal or even 
a general. This was put before them as a prospect to which some 
of them might attain. I think that the Committee will see that, 
under these circumstances, the telegraphists never received a 
definite pledge that tbey would have this £190." 

The “prospect” was held out to every man entering the service, 
and as we have a responsible official as highly-placed as Sir Geo. 
Murray, admitting that nothing short of an epidemic can make the 
salary attainable, this distinction between a “prospect” and a 
“definite pledge" can hardly carry conviction. It simply shows 
how hard pressed Mr. Austen Chamberlain and his advisers must be 
that they should resort to such arguments. 

In the next few sentences we get the only attempt at citation of 
facts that occurred during the evening, and I will quote the pas- 
варе: —“ All they were told," said the Secretary to the Treasury, 
“was that there was a prospect of rising to £190, which was beyond 
the scale set out. The very words chosen showed that all of them 
would not reach that amount, and they bad no right to complain. 
Tf there are now the same proportion of men on the scale as when 
the circular was issued, surely there can be no ground of complaint. 
Iam trying to put the casc as frankly and as fairly as I can. I do 
not wish to leaveany doubt in the mind ot the Committee as to the 
exact point at issue between us, and I wish to meet that point 
fairly. Tbe question is whether the prospect of attaining this 
higher position has become worse than ıt was. The hon. and 
gallant member for Newington bas assumed that I shall endeavour 


to escape from the meshes by some disingenuous subterfuge. I 1 


will, however, do my best to meet the case fairly. Under Mr. 
Fawoett's scheme the number of situations above the maximum of 
£160 limit was 168, and it bore a proportion to the total number of 
telegraphists below the senior class of one to six aud а third. In 
1890 the proportion was exactly the same. At the present time the 
total number above the limit is 349, and the number below is 
2,076, according to the latest figures. І ought justto say that I am 
not quite certain that my figures are up to date, but they are the 
most recent, and I think the proportion is practically the same at 
the present time.” 

The £190 was not beyond the scale set out." It was a part of 
the operators’ scale set out in the Civil Service Commissioners’ 
note, and access to it was obtained, as explained by Sir Henry 
Fi- cher, the late controller of the Central Telegraph Office, in a 
note dated January 10tb, 1896. “Ordinary manipulative ability,” 
he said, combined with regular attendance and good conduct, 
were considered sufficient qualitications for promotion to the Senior 
Class." 

The first statement may be dismissed, then, as unfortunate. But 
the next statement is more definite. Is it the fact tbat the propor- 
tions are the same as during the period of the issue of the pro- 
missory circular? The contention of the telegraphists is this:— 
Apart from the general claim that the arbitrary barrier to promo- 
tion to the £190 class should be removed, there has been an actual 
decrease in the proportion of senior appointments relative to the 
general body. In support of this contention official figures are 
quoted, which can be tabulated as follows :— 


— 


—— —— 


Proportion of general 


> f mber of seni : 
Fear | ebe | “appointments, | Vody to eneh senior 
| 
1881 966 1.6 7°66 
1886 1,221 161 6 60 
1888 1,321 175 7 54 
1890 1,590 219 7°26 
1892 1,740 170 10 23 
1897 1,570 172 10:87 
1902 2,087 170 12:27 


| | 

The promise made was that £190 could be obtained as an operator. 
On the 1881 establishment one man in 7 66 could obtain this salary 
In 1902 the prospect is reduced to 1 in 1227. 

Now see how Mr. Austen Chamberlain seeks to escape from these 
official figures. He says the proportion of appointments above 4166 
is the same as in 1881. This is not literally true; but let us accept 
it for the moment, and see how he arrives at it.. He adds together 
all the supervising appointments with the senior appointments, 
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This method begs the very question at issue. The develop- 
ment in the mass and complexity of the work has necessitated 
the increase of supervising appointmente, and the benefits 
of this increase should, in common justice, go to the staff 
that bears the burden of the increased toil. But instead of increas- 
ing the supervising appointments, the Department has thrust a part 
of the supervising work upon the operators’ class, and pays for it on 
what was intended to be an operator's scale In so doing it bas 
reduced the prospect of rising to £190 asan operator. It cannot be 
too emphatically declared that £190 is the operators maximum, 
promised to entrants on the authority of the Postmaster-General. 
To declare that it can be reached only as a_ supervising 
officer is practically to admit the breach of faith. To keep 
faith, the Department must prove that it is humanly possible to 
reach this salary ав an operator. Instead it has actually reduced 
the chance from 1 in 7:66 to 1 in 12°27, and even this reduced 
chance is accompanied by a demand for a higher class of work and 
knowledge than was mentioned in the contract. 

This was Mr. Austen Chamberlain’s only incursion into the realm 
of facts and figures, and he can hardly be said to have sustained 
his position. The way out of this endless controversy is obviously 
the way that the telegraphists themselves suggest: an inquiry into 
the whole facte by an impartial committee. It would surely be to 
the interest of the department to have so serious а charge as that of 
broken faith cleared away. 

It is with some amusement, rather than alarm, that we listen to 
the threats of disfranchisement which are hurled at the postal 
employés because of what is called the “ pressure” they exert on 
members. The pressure of tbe 40,000 organised postal workers 
scattered over a total of some 770 constituencies cannot represent 
much voting pressure. The pressure must, therefore, arise from 
well-argued grievances. To threaten disfranchisement of civil 
servants on these grounds is hardly logical, and certainlv unjust. 
Times out of number the men have been told that the “ House of 
Commons is their Court of Appeal" (Mr. Hanbury). Surely, then, 
it is unwise to tbreaten postal servants for using this Court. 
But let us suppose that the House of Commons did 
disfranchise Postal servants. There are 174,000 of them, and the 
object would be to punish the 40,000 who are organised. But there 


is widespread discontent, and the outlet for that discontent is an 


appeal to Parliament. The Postal staff are content with that outlet 
because they feel sure they are slowly gaining ground. So they 
send their delegates to conferences, Trades Union congresses, 
affiliate with public bodies, and are now preparing to send a 
member to the Honse of Commons itself. This is a legitimate 
‘constitutional method of promoting reform. Suppose we 
close these avenues, would not discontent find other outlets 
less conducive to good citizenship? Before this outlet 
was discovered we had the telegraph strike of 1870, the riot- 
ing on Post Office buildings in 1873, and the postmen’s strike 
of 1890. I think it will be admitted that the present methods are 
preferable, and it would be an ill day if the unquenchable expres- 
sions of discontent were turned from the present constitutional 
chavnels into the older and more barmful paths. These considera- 
tions are known to those in authority, so we can afford to smile at 
the empty threats of Mr. Gibson Bowles and Mr. Banbury. There 
ig a surer method of silencing discontent—impartial inquiry. 


ON THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
IRREGULARITY FACTOR OF ENGINES. 


By Ds. RUDOLF FRANKE. 


A Paper read before the Verband Deutscher Elektrotechnicker 
at Dresden. 


Translated from the Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift, October 24th, 1901. 


, 


(Concluded from page 961.) 


In the Electrotechnical Institute of the Stuttgart Tech. High 
Schoo} this method is used for determining the irregularity factors 
of galvanometers by recording and fixing the swings of tbe needle 
photographically of a length of sensitised paper drawn past. Ав, 
however, every galvanometer possesses а natural time of swing, the 
curve obtained is never free from error, as it represents the result 
of а combined motion. If one attempts to avoid the etfects of the 
natural period of the galvanometer cither by using the so-called 
oscillograph (galvanometer with a very short periodic time), or by 
replacing the galvanometer needie by the massless stream of 
cathode rays from a Braun tube, oue at once finds, unfortunately, 
that the sensitiveness of such arrangements is far too smali for the 
purpose. One method still remained untried, viz., replacing the 
galvanometer by an alternate current instrument. 

One can, in fact, consider an irregular continuous current as made 
up of a perfectly uniform continuous current and a superposed 
alternating current. If, therefore, the continuous voltage is com- 
pensated by a back voltage as in fig. 8, the alternating current can 
be measured by a suitable instrument, and the irregularity factor 
obtained directly. In this connection it is, however, necessary to 
remember the following: Even with perfectly uniform rotation 
every continuous current dynamo gives a non-uniform voltage, 
partly due to the short-circuitiug of the sections iu turn under the 
brushes, and partly due to irregularities in the spacing of the wires 


and in the strengths of the magnetic fielde. The alternate current 
instrument is affected by these irregularities, which are, however, 
essential to the construction of continuous current machines. One 
could, of course, avoid this difficulty by retesting the dynamo when 
running at a uniform speed, or by using a unipolar machine without 
commutator. But then, again, alternate current instrumenta fail 
altogether through want of sensitiveness. We must, therefore, fall 
back upon continuous current instruments, and overcome the trouble- 


. Some effects of their natural period by other means 


I suggested a method at the 1899 meeting of the Verband 
Deutscher Elektroteckniker which admits of a high degree of 
accuracy, and avoids the errors due to natural period. It is based 
on the principle of the Joubert contact method of determining the 
instantaneous voltages. The actual arrangement is shown in fig 9, 
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which only differs from fig. 8 in having the interrupter J coupled in 
the circuit. This is coupled directly to the engine under test, апа 


it serves to close the circuit through the galvanometer fcr an instant 


in each revolution at a definite position of the crank. 

This produces a throw on the galvanometer which is proportional 
to the voltage existing at that instant, and, therefore, also to the 
angular velocity. 

If the brushes are set in another position the momentary contact 
occurs at another instant, aud therefore at another angular velocity. 
One can, therefore, determine the instantaneous speed at as many 
consecutive points as are considered necessary. It would be pos- 
eib'e to carry out this compensation method test with much greater 
accuracy if the variable time of revolution did not again interfere 
disastrously. This causes tbe instantaneous speed to be differeut 
in every revolution, so that instead of a steady E. M. F., a constantly 
varying one is obtained 

The arrangement shown in fig. 10 was hit upon in order to over- 
come this difficulty. It enables the variable time of revolution to 
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Fie. 10. 


be taken into account, and its effect to be determined at every 
instant. For this purpose, the terminals of dynamo a are closed 
by two high resistances, wi and wa, coupled in parallel, thus form- 
ing two circuits. By means of the voltage drop in wi. the counter 
E. M. F., Ei, is compensated for the moment at which the circuit is 
closed through the galvanometer, c, by means of the interrupter, J. 
This, therefore, measures instantaneous speeds. By means of the 
voltage drop in Wa the counter E.M.F., E, is compensated by tbe 
help of the galvanometer, G, which should not have too short а 
time of swing nor too little damping. Galvanometer ау is, there- 
fore, only actuated by changes in the number of revolutions, or, 
more exactly, in the time of revolution. 

If, now, all observations in circuit (I) are made only when gal- 
vanometer, G2, in circuit (II) indicates zero deflection, these obser- 
vations will all be reduced to a common time of revolution. For 
this purpose two observers are necessary, and it is also, of course, 
necessary to eliminate those irregularities in voltage dae to the 
construction of the dynamo by means of & separate experiment. 
This method is perhaps the only satisfactory and accurate one for 
the. measurement of such small irregularity factors as 25 

Fig. 11 represents a velocity curve taken in this way. It refers 
to ап artificial irregularity of about үз, produced by attaching a 
weight to one side of the pulley of an electric motor coupled to the 
dynamo. The positions of the weight are stated on the curve. 

One can plainly notice a want of symmetry at Weight above,“ 
which showed itself by a knock at the bearing in the direction of 
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the axis once in every revolution. The highest velocity does not 
occur at the moment when the weight is lowest, but a little later, a 
peculiarity due to the motor having back E.M.F. and self-induction. 
The curve is the result of four sets of tests involving much 


Ordinate 1,060 


a, Weight horizontal rising; в, Weight above; с, Weight horizontal 
falling: p, Weight below. 


Fia. 11. 


trouble and occupying almost a week. It will therefore be readily 
seen that this method also is unfitted for practical use, because of 
the ‘very great amount of patience required on the part of the 
experimenters. 

The methods of the third class have, therefore, also failed to 
satisfy the requirements. I may, therefore, on the strength of my 
experience up to the present, state it as a fact that it is impossible 
with our present technical resources to measure smaller irregularity 
factors than Tho- 

Even though tbe investigations in this direction, for the purpo- e 
of discovering a practical method of measuring irregularity, have 
failed, I shall still feel satisfied if they at least bave the effect of 
discouraging otheis from any troublesome, costly, and at the same 
time, fruitless experiments. 

It follows that the electrical engineer and the engine builder 
will not be able to bury the hatchet yet, as the problem of 
the determination of the irregularity factor remains unsolved. 

We may, however, perhaps be able to settle this dispute in 
another way. 

If we put the question to ourselves: What docs the irregularity 
factor mean to the electrical engineer? We shall receive a reply 
indicating two distinct reasons in favour of a definite minimum 
irregularity. Firstly, in order to avoid fluctuations or pulsations in 
the light in a lighting installation; aud secondly, in order to make 
ratiefactory parallel running possible with alternators With regard 
to the first reason, I would refer to a communication by Prof. 
Friese* to the general meeting of the Verein Deutscher Ingenieure. 
In this it is shown that light pulsations vary with the sixth power 
of the potential difference, and that therefore the irregularity factor 
might, under certain circumstances, become very noticeable. Friese 
has remarked that the sensitiveness of persons to fluctuations of 
light increases with their intelligence, and to this I would add— 
also with their tecbnical skill, as well as nervousness, which, unfor- 
tunately, is intimately connected with intelligence. From bis 
observations, Friese came to the conclusion that irregularity factors 
of z were very good, whilst those of , were quite unbearable. 
We bave, however, numerous cases of gas engine-driven light 
installations, in which irregularity factors of 1, to i280 kave been 
found quite suitable, and in no way objectionable. Under these 
circumstances it would usually be unnecessary to go lower than , 
and one may consider this as the outside limit for lighting installa- 
tions, whilst % would, in most cases, be sufficient. 

The irregularity factor appears to be of far greater importance in 
connection with the parallel coupling of alternators, in which the 
setting up of surgings between the machines can generally be 
traced back directly to the irregularity factor. I would refer here 
to the older contributions to this subject of Boucherot, f Blondel, 
and Hutin and Leblanc,§ and the newer work of Messrs. Kapp, | 
Benischke, T and Gorges ** 

When alternators are coupled together we have to distinguish 
between the two following cases:— 

A machine with an irregular rotation working in parallel with a 
machine without any irregularity, or with a supply system having a 
constant pressure, or 

Two machines with irregular rotations working in parallel. 

In both cases surging, i.c., the appearance of periodically rising 
and falling equalising currents between the machines, is found, and 
under certain circumstances these may cause the complete falling 
out of step of the machines. 

The irregular rotation of the engine causes the alternator to swing 
to and fro about the average condition of motion with a periodicity 
equal to that of the irregularity. In this way phase differences in 
the voltage curves of the machines occur, and may be considered as 
the cause of the equalising currents. We have next to deal with 
interferences called forth by enforced fluctuations. 
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this latter to become increased through the enforced fluctuation due 
to the engine irregularity. We are then dealing with a resonance 
effect. This is usually the most dangerous condition. 

The possibility of a natural swing in an alternator is due to the 
presence of inertia and the dragging forces acting on the rotating 
parts. The former depends on the construction of the machine, the 
dragging forces are determined by the alternating action between 
field magnet and armature, and therefore depend on the excitation 
and the load. 

The predetermination of the natural period of the machine has 
been already repeatedly attempted (see the above-mentioned 
articles), and Prof. Gorges, in particular, has published a quite prac- 
tical method. Unfortunately, in none of these articles is any 
notice taken of the reciprocating parts of the engine, which are, 
however, connected with the rest of the moving parts, and there- 
fore take part in the periodic fluctuations. As, on this account, the 
moment of inertia of the machine as well as the effect of the elastic 
steam or gas contained in the cylinders of the engine cannot be 
calculated, I agree with the view taken up by Dr. Benischke to the 
effect that the predetermination of the natural period of an alter- 
nator is an impossibility. 

Now, resonance effects are not so much dependent on the amount 
of the irregularity as on the agreement of the periodicity of the 


irregularity with the natural period of the machine; for experience 


has shown that parallel running can be carried on with machines 
having small as well as with those having large irregularity 
factors. 

An increase in the amount of inertia should only be used asa 
safeguard against resonance when the natural period is advan- 
tageously altered by this means. Very frequently the opposite is 
the case, a reduction of the moment of inertia alone giving the 
desired result, unless one is prepared to introduce other means, 
such as choking coils, Le Blanc damping circuits, &c. 

Experience has further shown that it is unusually difficult to con- 
nect alternators direct coupled to gas engines in parallel, and the 
cause given for this is the great irregularity factor of the gas engine. 
We must consider, however, that in a gas engine the number of 
revolutions or, more correctly, the time of revolution is continually 
varying—as more particularly pointed out in the first part of this 
paper—due to the occurrence consecutively of explosions of unequal 
force and the consequent unequal development of energy. 

On this account, with machines coupled in parallel, sometimes 
one and sometimes the other must get ahead, and it is clear that 
here an interference action exists which is only remotely due to the 
irregularity factor. 

For all interference actions the effect of the irregularity factor is 
altogether overrated, as will be seen from the following considera- 
tions :— 

The equalising currents passing between two machines in conse- 
quence of irregularity tend to accelerate the lagging machine and to 
retard the leading one. 

If now, on the one hand, we fit the machine with heavy fly- 
wheels in order to reduce the irregularity factor to a minimum, we, 
on the other hand, immediately hinder it from following the 
promptings of the equalising currents and во righting itself, for it 
18 impossible to suddenly accelerate or retard such large masses. 

We see, therefore, that the introduction of heavy flying masses 
may have a distinctly harmful effect on the running of alternators 
in parallel. This also applies to the case in which load changes 
occur on one machine, and cannot be immediately equalised by the 
other machine, because of its too great moment of inertia. It must 
further be remembered that the quickness of response to the govern- 
ing arrangements becomes less the greater the fly-wheelaction of the 
machine is made, t.e., governing becomes more difficult, and even 
impossible. 

We may recognise from these cases that it is probably possible, 
even with alternators in parallel, to get on with comparatively large 
irregularity factors such as yis ог at the outside 25 Experi- 
ence is, of course, here again the best teacher. 

All electrical engineers would, in my opinion, be greatly indebted 
to electrical firms which would publish their experience in this 
direction, more especially with regard to installations in which 
difficulty is or has been experienced in the paralleling of alter- 
nators, for it is only from such and not from successfully-working 
installations that we can learn what we require. 

In conclusion, I would summarise my views as follows:— 

1. Every engine possessing an irregularity is also subject to a vary- 
ing time of revolution, which often fluctuates more tban the irregu- 
larity itself. 

2. It is practically impossible to determine irregularity factors 
smaller than +}... 

3. It is unnecessary for electrical engineers to demand smaller 
irregularity factors than 2%, as experience has shown that we can 
get on with greater irregularities, The advantage resuiting from 
this would be: cheaper machines, and governing more to the 
purpose. 

I shall be greatly pleased if I have been able to help inany way 
towards the clearing up of this important question. 


TRADE NAMES. 


A NUMBER of recent cases have illustrated the fact that the seleo- 
tion of a suitable, and, at the same time, a legitimate name for a 
concern ів a matter of no small difficulty. The manufacturer has 
not only to select a title which shall adequately describe the nature 
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of his business, but he has to take care that in doing so he does not 
assume a name to which some trade rival has obtained a right by pre- 
scription or otherwise. 

^. The difficulty of this question is to some extent less in the case of 
a limited company selecting a name than it is when a private firm 
is about to adopt a title. The reason for this is that a company is 
expressly prohibited by the Companies Act, 1862, from assuming 
any title which is the same ав, or only соІоога у different from that 
which has been assumed by any other company. Further, the 
question of frand hardly enters into the discussion. But in the cases 
between rival traders having the eame or somewhat similar appella- 
tions, it often becomes material to consider the motive which 
actuated any person in adopting a partieular name. Thus, if а 
man sets up ia business under his own name, or takes in a partner 
whose name coupled with his own causes the title to resemble that 
of a rival firm, and he does all this with the fraudulent intention of 
injuring the rival, the Court will restrain him by injunction. 

Thus in one case a man named Martin went into partnership with 
aman named Day with a view to carrying on a blacking business 
in competition with the well-known firm of Day & Martin. The 
Court granted an injunction to restrain him from so doing, although 
it was clear that part of the title was his own name. Fraud, of 
course, was the essence of the case. Certain recent cases to 
which we sball now refer, go to show that the Court will not pro- 
tect a company in the use of a name which embodies some word of 
general application, and which is of common use in relation to a 
particular industry. In the case of Aerators, Limited, v. Tollit, 
which was heard by Mr. Justice Farwell on May 29th, the plaintiffs 
were a company established for the purpose of making sparklets,“ 
and the defendants were the signatories to the memorandum and 


articles of association of a proposed new company, to be known as . 


the Automatic Aerator Patents, Limited. The plairtiff company, 
on hearing of the proposed registration of the new company, 
decided themselves to register a new company under an identical 
title, as they objected to its use by the defendants, but were too 
late in their application ; and they then decided to move for an 
injunction to restrain the defendants from registerirg a company 
under that title, or with any other name so nearly resembling that of 
the plaintiff company as to be calculated to deceive. The plaintiff 
company rested their case on the fact that they had carried on busi- 
ness for some time and had spent large sums in advertising the 
company in England aud the Colonies, and that the word 
“ Aerators ” was generally known as a company that possessed the 
principle of instantaneous automatic aeration, and that the adoption 
of that name by the defendants would be calculated to lead the public 
to believe that it was the business of the plaintiffs. The defendants 
contended that the system of aeration they proposed to adopt was 
entirely different, and therefore was not calculated to deceive. It 
was held that the rights conferred by Sec. 20 of the Companies’ 
Act, 1862, were not greater than those of individuals in respect of 
names not identical but similar, and that calculated to deceive ” 
was a question of fact in each case; and that it was not competent 
to a company by registering a single word to remove it from the 
language so far as regarded its use in subsequent companies. There 
was here no evidence of any probability of deception; the action 
was therefore an attempt to monopolise for the ригров:8 of nomen- 
clature a word in ordinary use in the English language. It failed, 
and was dismissed with costs. 

The case of the American Shoe Company, Limited, v. the British 
and American Shoe Company, Limited, which was heard on May 
14th, illustrates the principle that the Court will restrain the 
wrongful use of a name. There the plaintiffs were a limited 
company carrying on a large business as manufacturers of, and dealers 
in, boots and shoes. The defendants commenced business in Putney 
under the style of the London American Shoe Company "—a title 
which they subsequently altered to that in respect of which they 
were sued. The case for the defendants was put forward as that of 
three young women who had lost their mother, and who had been 
compelled to earn their own living, oppressed by a large company 
who were trying to establish a monopoly in the use of certain 
common English words. This view of the facts did not commend 
itself to Mr. Justice Swinfen Eady, who said: Having examined 
the evidence, I come to the conclusion that the defendants did not 
act innocently either in originally choosing the name, the London 
American Shoe Company, or, when asked to alter it, in substituting 
the British and American Shoe Company, and that they did not 
entirely cease to use the former name, which they bad promised to 
do. . . . . Ialsooverrule an objection that the plaintiffs were 
seeking a monopoly of descriptive words The jurisdiction 
is founded upon the power of the Court to restrain fraud. A man 
can be restrained even from using his own name fraudulently.” He 
tberefore granted an injunction to restrain the defendants from 
using either the name, London American Shoe Company, or British 
and American Shoe Company. 


THE PROGRESS OF ELECTRIC SPACE 
TELEGRAPHY.* 


By G. MARCONI. 


WIRELESS telegraphy, or telegraphy through space without con- 
necting wires, is a subject which at present is probably attracting 
more world-wide attention than any other practical development of 
modern electrical engineering. 
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* Discourse delivered at the Royal Institution, London, on 
Friday, June 13th, for a copy of which we are indeb:ed to Marconi’s 
Wireless Telegraph Company, Limited. 


That it should be possible to actuate an instrument from a dis- 
tance of hundreds or thousands of miles and oblige it at will to 
reproduce audible or visible signals through the effects of electrical 
oscillations transmitted to it without the aid of any continuous 
artificial conductor, strikes the minds of most people as being an 
achievement both wonderful and mysterious. 

If weexamine the subject closely, we may, however, come to the 
conclusion that, although telegraphy through space is certainly 
wonderful, as are likewise all natural and physical phenomena, yet 
it is certainly in no way more wonderful than the transmission of 
telegrams along an ordinary telegraph wire. The light and heat 
waves of the sun and stars travel to us through millions of miles of 
space, and sound also reaches our ears without requiring any arti- 
ficial conductor. Is it not, therefore, wonderful that man should 
have devised means by which he is enabled to confine electricity 
conveying messages or power to a wire and cause the effect, which 
we call an electric current, to follow all the turns and convolutions 
which may exist in the wire ? 

We find that the first systems of telegraphy used by mankind 
were truly wireless. A bonfire built on a hill by a band of aboriginal : 
Indians conveyed a signal wirelessly by etheric waves—in this case 
light waves—to Indians on another hill, perhaps miles distant. 
Even to-day there are innumerable systems of what may truly be 
called wireless telegraphy in practical use. А red light at a rail- 
way crossing conveys a signal by waves through the ether to the 
eye of the engine driver. The red light is the transmitter, the eye 
the receiver. 

The method of space telegraphy, of which I intend speaking to- 
night, is founded on a comparatively new way of controlling and 
detecting certain kinds of etheric waves, much slower in rate of 
vibration than light waves, called Hertzian waves, after the scientist 
who first demonstrated their existence. 

The mathematical and experimental proof by Clerk Maxwell and 
Heinrich Hertz of the identity of light and electricity, and the 
knowledge of how to produce and detect certain previously 
unknown ether waves, made possible this new method of communi- 
cation. 

I think I am right in saying that the importance of the dis- 
coveries of Maxwell and Hertz was realised by very few, and even 
perhaps so recently as a year ago, a great number of scientific men 
would have hardly foreseen the advances which have been made in 
80 brief a time in the art of space telegraphy. 

Tne time allowed for this discourse does not permit me to 
describe all the various steps which have made possible the results 
recently obtained, nor to describe the work of the numerous 
workers who have contributed to the advance of the subject, but 
I hope it may be of interest if I describe the various problems 
which bave lately been solved, and the very interesting develop- 
ments which have taken place in my own work during the last few 
months. 

I shall first briefly describe my system as used in my early 
experiments six years ago, and afterwards endeavour to explain the 
various improvements and modifications which have since been 
introduced into it. . 

The transmitter consists of a modified form of Hertzian oscillator, 
the main feature of which is in having one sphere of the spark dis- 
charger earthed, and the other connected to an elevated capacity 
area or to a comparatively vertical wire. The two spheres are also 
connected to the ends of the secondary winding of an induction 
coil or transformer. When the key is pressed tbe current of the 
battery is allowed to actuate the spark coil, which charges the 
spheres and the vertical wire, which, when discharging, causes a 
rapid succession of sparks to pass across the spark gap. 

The sudden release caused by the spark discharge of the electrical 
strain or displacement created along certain lines of electric force 
through space by the charged wire causes some of the electrical 
energy to be thrown off in the form of a displacement wave in the 
ether, and as a consequence the vertical wire becomes a radiator of 
electric waves. | 

In this connection it is interesting to remember that Lord Keivin 
showed mathematically more than 40 years ago the precise con- 
ditions under which such a discharge ав we are considering would 
be oscillatory. 

. It is easy to understand how by pressing the key for longer or 
shorter intervals it is possible to emit a long or short succession of 
impulses or waves which, when they influence a suitable receiver, 
reproduce on it a long or short effect according to their duration, 
in this way reproducing the Morse or other signals transmitted 
from the sending station. 

The receiver consists of a coherer (on the nature of which I hope 
to make a few further remarks later) placed in a circuit containing 
a local cell and a sensitive telegraph relay actuating another 
circuit which works a trembler or decoherer and a recording instra- 
ment. In its normal condition the resistance of the coherer is 
infinite, or at least very great, and the current of the battery cannot 
pass through it to actuate the instruments, but when influenced by 
electric waves the coherer becomes a comparatively good conductor, 
its resistance falling to between 100 and 500 ohms, This allows 
the current from the local cell to actuate the relay, which in turn 
causes another stronger current to work the recording instrument 
and also the tapper or decoherer, which is 80 arranged as to tap or 
shake the coherer, and in this way restore its sensitiveness. The 
practical result is that the circuit of the recording instrument is 
closed for a time equal to that during which the key is pressed at 
the transmitting station, and in this way it is possible to obtain a 
graphie, acoustic, or optical reproduction of the movements of the 
key at the sending station. One end of the tube or coherer is con- 
nected to earth, and the other to an insulated conductor preferably 
terminating in a capacity area, similar in every respect to the one 
employed at the transmitting station. И? 
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I noticed that by employing similar vertical rods at both station 
it was possible to detect the effects of electric waves, and in that 
way convey the intelligible alphabetical signals over distances far 
greater than had previously been believed possible, and by means 
of similar arrangements distances of transmission up to about 100 
miles were obtained. 

It was soon, however, realised that so long as it was possible to 
work only two installations within what I may call their sphere of 
influence, a very important limit to the practical utilisation of the 
system was imposed. 

Without some practical method of tuning the stations it would 
have been impossible to work a number in the vicinity of each 
other at the same time without interference caused by the mixing 
of messages. 

The new method of connection which I adopted in 1898, . e., 
connecting the receiving vertical wire or aerial directly to earth 
instead of to the coherer, and the introduction of & proper form 
of oscillation transformer in conjunction with a condenser, so as 
to form a resonator tuned to respond best to waves given out by a 
given length of aeria] wire, were important steps in the right 
direction. I referred at length to this improvement in the dis- 
course which I had the honour to deliver at this table on February 
2nd, 1900. 

I had, however, realised at the time that one great difficulty in 
the way of achieving the desired effecta was caused by the action of 
the transmitting wire. A straight rod in which electrical овсіШа- 
tions are set up forms, as is well known, & very good radiator of 
electrical waves. 

In all what we call good radiators electrical oscillations set up by 
the ordinary spark discharge method cease or are damped out very 
rapidly, not necessarily by resistance, but by electrical radiation 
removing the energy in the form of electric waves. 

It is a well-known fact that when one of two tuning forks having 
the same period of vibration is set in motion, waves will form in 
the air, and the other tuning fork, if in suitable proximity, will 
immediately begin to vibrate in unison with the first. In the same 
way, & violin player sounding a note on his instrument will tind a 
response from a certain wire in a piano near by, that particular 
wire out of all the wires of the piano happening to be the only one 
which has a period of vibration identical with that of the musical 
note sounded by the violinist. Tuning forks and violins, of course, 
have to do with air waves, and wireless telegraphy with ether 
waves, but the action in both cases is similar. 

It is very important to take into consideration the one essential 
condition which must be obtained in order that a well-marked 
tuning, or electrical resonance, may take place. Electrical 
resonance, like mechanical resonance, essentially depends upon the 
accumulated effect of a large number of small impulses properly 
timed. Tuning can only be obtained if a sufficient number of these 
timed electrical impulses reach the receiver. As Prof. Fleming во 
graphically puts it in one of his lectures on electrical oscilla- 
tions, to “ вє a pendulum in vibration by puffs of air, we must 
not only time the puffs properly, but keep on puffing for a consider- 
able period.” 

It is, therefore, clear that а dead-beat radiator — i. e., one that 
does not give a train or succession of electrical oscillations—is not 
suitable for tuned or syntonic space telegraphy. 

As I pointed out before, a transmitter consisting of a vertical wire 
discharging through a spark gap is not a persistent oscillator. Its 
electrical capacity is comparatively so small, and its capability of 
radiating waves so great, that the oscillations which take place in 
it must be considerably damped. In this case receivers or resonators 
of & considerably different period or pitch will respond and be 
affected by it. 

Early in 1900 I obtained very good results with another arrange- 
ment, in which the radiating and resonating conductors each take 
the form of two concentric cylinders, the internal cylinder being 
earthed. By using zinc cylinders only 7 metres high and 1:5 metres 
in diameter, good signals could easily be obtained between St. 
Catherine's Point, Isle of Wight, and Poole, over a distance of 
30 miles, these signals not being interfered with or read by other 
wireless telegraph installations worked by my assistants or by the 
Admiralty in the immediate vicinity. 

Tne capacity of the transmitter due to the internal conductor is 
so large that the energy set iu motion by the spark discharge 
cannot all radiate in one or two oscillations, but forms a train of 
slowly damped oscillations, which is just what is required. 

A simple vertical wire may be compared with an empty teapot, 
which, after being heated, would cool very rapidly, and the con- 
centric cylinder system with the same teapot filled with hot water 
which would take a very much longer time to cool. 

In the receiver the closely adjacent cylinders, which give it large 
electrical capacity, cause it to be a resonator possessing a very 
decided period of its own, and it becomes no longer apt to respond 
to frequencies which differ from its own particular period of elec- 
trical oscillation, nor to be interfered with by stray ether waves 
which are sometimes caused by atmospheric disturbances, and which 
occasionally prove troublesome during the summer. 


(То be continued.) 


Coventry.—A L. G. B. inquiry was held last week into an 
application of the City Council to borrow a further sum of £20,480 
for the electric light undertaking, and £2,000 for the purchase of 
electric motors to be hired out to manufacturers 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF CONDENSING. 


Іт is one of the more recent dogmas that there is but little if any 

advautage in using condensing engines when high boiler pressure 
is available. This fallacy has obtained quite a considerable sway of 
late years, especially in regard to electrical working. When boiler 
pressures were only 20 to 30 lbs, it is evident that even without 
any expansion whatever, an additional 15 lbs. due to condensing 
was а very substantial addition to the mean pressure available from 
ап initial pressure in the boiler for the above small amounts. 
With boiler pressures of 150 lbs., a superficial thinker may, perhaps 
look upon an extra 15 lbs. as toa trivial to take into account. 
Let the actual facts of practice be considered, however. A modern 
engine too frequently has the fault that it does not get anything 
like full boiler pressure upon the piston unless at full load. 

An ordinary compound engine at 75 per cent. of its normal load 
will show a mean pressure referred to the L.P. cylinder of perhaps 
30 lbi If the engine is of small size, it will be running on an 
average load of not more than half the normal rating, with a 
mean cylinder pressure of about 20 lbs. Under circum- 
stances of this kind the power given by condensing working is 
relatively very large, and it cannot be urged with any show of 
reason that a traction load can be run economically by a high 
pressure engine, т.е, non-condensing. The error has arisen, in all 
probability, as the outcome of earlier days of electrical working, 
when lighting only was undertaken. The maximum peak of a 
lighting load is of very short duration, and it can be got over 
by running a cheap and uneconomical engine for a very small part 
of the time. In such a case a certain amount of reason can be 
advanced against the use of expensive plant to get over a peak of 
short duration. But a traction load bears no resemblanee 
whatever toa lighting load. Its peaks occur every few minutes 
or every few seconds. It is impossible to put on and take off an 
engine to suit the momentary fluctuations. Тһе same engine must 
гип, at one moment carrying а load of 150 per cent. of normal, 
the next carrying but 30 per cent. of normal. 

Without a battery to equalise the load on the engine, it is simply 
out of the question to expect economy from an engine so loaded, 
but there is no resson whatever for employing a larger non-con- 
densing engine, when one of two-thirds the size, or even less, will 
turn the same load when condensing. 

The economical load of a factory engine asks for 40 or 45 Ibs. 
mean cylinder pressure, When only 25 or 30 lbs, can be secured 
it is impossible to have economy, not only because the engine fric- 
tional loss is great in proportion to the useful load, but because all 
other losses are increased, notably, those due to cylinder con- 
densation. 

The effect of a battery and réversible booster is to enable an 
engine to run at a higher mean cylinder pressure, for the necessity 
is abolished of coping with maximum load peaks by the unaided 
engine. Without a battery the one engine has to be aided by a second 
engine. The economy of a battery comes in the abolition of the 
second engine with its duplication of losses. There is no economy 
to compare with condensing when applied to a traction plant, unleas 
it be the battery which equalises the engine load. Unfortunately, 


. it is only too common to find the benefits of condensation thrown 


away to a very considerable extent. 

A temperature of even 126° only represents about 2 lbs. abso- 
lute pressure. A temperature of 100? represents about 1 lb. pres- 
Sure. Yet how often do we see a condenser discharging at 100? and 
showing 1377 vacuum, or 274 in.? There is no reason but one why 
the vacuum does not agree with the temperature. That one reason 
in à well proportioned plant is air. Where water is used over and 
over again for feed and for injection there is very little dissolved 
air remaining in it Evidently, then, the air pumped out by the 
air pump does not enter with the feed or the injection. In a sur- 
face condenser there is no injection water, and the feed goes round 
and round purged of the last atom of air. Where, then, does the 
air come from that is constantly discharged from the air. 
pump? Leakage alone accounts for it. Leakage occurs at 
glands and at jointe. The glands which leak are those of the 
L.P. piston and valve rods. Modern high steam pressure, with its 
high temperatures and superheat, calle for special packiugs, but it ia 
often overlooked that the high temperature does not obtain as 
regards the L.P. rods, and these may still be packed with soft pack- 
ings with advantage. 

Air will leak in at pipe joints, through many unconsidered 
porositics and at badly ground valves and cocks. Another flagrant 
offender is the atmospheric exhaust valve. When shut this valve 
presents a large periphery for leakage; provision ought to be 
made to keep a water seal over this, and there ought to be a glass 
water gauge to show tbe presence of the water seal and indicate its 
too rapid disappearance. This water seal ought to be filled with 
the feed make up. A slight leak will do no harm, but it should 
not exceed the amount necessary to keep up the feed. Attention 
to air leakages will always pay. When the stop valve of an engine 
is shut and the engine stopped and waste cocks closed the vacuum 
should read 12 lbs. after an hour's stoppage. This has been done, 
and may be done again. It is a possibility that should be aimed 
at. If secured it would enable the air pump to be reduced in speed 
down to very little more than necessary to remove the water. 

This is at once both the fault and the virtue of the independent 
condensing plant. It can be run at the speed necessary. Unfor- 
tunately the power to run the air pump fast helps to cover the 
faults of air leakage. An air pump tha* runs with the engine, 
stroke per stroke, and that has once been sufficient, will show, when 
it fails to give a proper vacuum, that there must be some air 
leak or other fault at work. But a pump that can be run quickly 
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enough to maintain a good vacuum in spite of leaks is a consumer 
of unnecessary steam, and does not demand the attention that a 
failing vacuum asks from an engineer who appreciates vacuum and 
is dissatisfied when he does not get 27 in. 


W. Н. В. 


THE ARBITRATION BETWEEN THE 
METROPOLITAN ELECTRIC SUPPLY COM- 
PANY AND THE MARYLEBONE 

BOROUGH COUNCIL. 


FuBTHER sittings of the tribunal appointed to arbitrate in the 
question of the sale of the above company have been held at the 
Surveyor's Institute, Westminster. 

Mr. Fletcher Moulton, K C., who representa the Marylebone 
Borough Council, contended that the most important point of their 
case was to see what the burdens of the undertaking were. They 
were to buy it with all its burdens. The company could not say: 
* We have a right to charge you according to the profits made," if 
they saw that those profits were made by disregarding their con- 
tractural obligations, and where there was a contract with nothing 
but a variation in price, prima facie everybody was entitled to that, 
and surely they were entitled to see it. 

Mr. Russell, K.C., the Umpire, said that all they had to do was 
to arrive at the right sum to be paid by the Borough Council for the 
purchase of the undertaking. i 

Mr. Moulton replied that that was so, but the company was 
putting forward evidence of actual price on which to base their 
estimate of profit, and if the price charged was not the price 
authorised to be charged, he claimed that he was entitled to attack 
their tables on that ground. 

The Umpire said that he and his colleagues were of opinion that 
Mr. Moulton had not made out any case for going into circumstances 
in areas other than Marylebone of the charges below the ordinary 
charge of 6d. per Board of Trade unit. He did not in the least 
intend to exclude any observations which might arise when they 
had got before them the figure which had been promised of what 
was the actual price in other areas, or any observations that counsel 
might make as to the contrast between the average price of other 
areas and the average price in Marylebone—it was only in regard to 
the circumstances of individual cases that they expressed the opinion 
that he was not entitled to go into that. 

Mr. Cripps, K.C., said that up to the present nothing had been 
shown in the case, and no argument had been addressed by Mr. 
Moulton, which entitled him to Jook to the form of special contracts 
outside the Marylebone area. On bebalf of the Metropolitan Com- 
pany, he was there to ғау that if at any time any further invesciga- 
tion, outside Marylebone, of the charges would assist the inquiry, 
they put themselves in the hands of the Court, and would give every 
possible assistance on every possible point, but it was ridiculous to 
suggest that there was any hard and fast ruling on the subject. He 
objected to a sort of fishing inquiry to go into special contracts with 
particular customers, all of whom would much object to its being 
gone into. 

Mr. Moulton said that all he at present asked for was to see the 
contracts. They discovered a large number of cases of supply at 
lower prices than the tupply in corresponding circumstances in 
Marylebone, as far as they could tell. All he asked for now 
was to see the contracts under which these low prices were 
charged in mid-London, as compared with Marylebone. 

Eventually it was agreed that the accountants of the company and 
of the Borough Council should meet to inspect the contracts, on the 
understanding that the inspection should be private, and that they 
should tabulate the results in such a form as they thought most 
‘convenient. 

The cross-examination of Mr. Conacher was then continued. On 
the question of capital, Witness said he did not think there would 
be any difficulty in inducing people to come in with capital sufficient 
to keep up the business. Their estimate for capital, and the price 
for raising it, depended to some extent upon their keeping up the 
price at which they sold their electricity. The average price of 
supply last year in mid-London was 4'40d. and in St. Martin's 
445d. prepared in the same way as the average of 5:244. for 
Marylebone. 

Mr. Moulton: Therefore you think practically you will be 
allowed to maintain until 1903 the price to which you have already 
got in mid-London to-day ?— Yes, having regard to the circumstances 
of Marylebone. 

Ido not know what you mean by the circumstances of Maryle- 
bone—do you call Marylebone a good area or not ?— Yes, very good. 
It is a different kind from mid-London, and I cannot express that 
better in a general way than by pointing out that, taking the 
number of units sold per consumer and starting with Marylebone 


as a basis, we sell 30 per cent. more per consumer in mid-London 


and 50 per cent. more per consumer in St. Martin’s. 

That does not make it the least bit more profitable—it is only a 
question of where you have fewer consumers? No; it indicates that 
there are more business consumers. There are very large consumers 
in theatres and music halls; there are large consumers in business 
who use their lamps during the day in basements and in the hours 
of night when the ordinary load goes off. There is, for instance, 
the Law Courts; a very large consumer, and the effect of sucha 
consumer upon the average is seen at once when one contrasts what 
we sell for such Courts as exist in Marylebone at the rate of 4d. 


‚ consumers at the end of that time. 


vith what we sell for the Royal Courte of Justice also at the rate of 
4d., and there is a large proportion of consumers of this class of 
greater magnitude, and the average is very much diminisbed. Con- 
tinuing, the witness said that on the point of competition affecting 
their profits, should they bear in mind that in Marylebone there was 
no competition and could not be competition for some years to 
come, and if anybody were to come in he doubted if, inan area like 
Marylebone, they could live on the capital that they would have to 

ut in. | 
d Mr. Moulton: May I put it that in electric lighting there is no 
goodwill; the power of switching over is perfec!ly simple, and if 
there are two series of mains laid, the two companies ate obliged to 
charge equal prices? —If there is a goodwill іп а shop which may 


. be opposed by a shop next door, there is more in electric light 


supply. 

I mean a new company coming in and putting its mains in a 
street, is in as good a position as the old ?—If the company is in a 
position to take customers. | 

And the two companies must have the same rates ?— Very likely, 
but not necessarily. 

If there is any difference, the one which is the lowest would have 
it ?—In ordinary circumstances that would be so. - 

Take the case of a new company coming in; it w.uld have the 
advantage of quite new plant ?— Most of our plaut is new. Witness, 
continuing, said they had estimated their net profit for 1904 on a 
34 per cent. table, bu; in doiug 80 they did not admit the possi- 
bility of competition. He wished to be perfectly frank and say that 
in estimating the security of their profits, they did so on the 
assumption that they possessed a monopoly. The total capital now 
invested in the company was £500,000. They were claiming 
£2,771,938 after the severance. 

Mr. Moulton: Not bad business for a £500,000 investment. 

Mr. Conacher: But you must remember at what an early stage in 
this new enterprise the purchase has been forced upon us. 

Mr. Moulton: But it is not a bad present value ?—All the capital 
might have been lost; it was exceedingly doubtful if the enterprise 
would succeed, and as a matter of fact the shareholders had no 
return for some years ; their shares were below par. We have built 
up the business. The shares, continued witness, were now £17 in 
the msrket. They were £10 shares, and had been as bigh as £22. 
They went down very much when the Vestry's Bill was before 


, Parliament, and they began to go up when the agreement was made 


to sell They were altering their system at Willesden, and intended 
to generate direct at 10,000 volte instead of generating at 500 and 
raising the voltage before transmission to 10,000 

Mr. James Swinburne, examined by Mr. Cripps, said he was a 
consulting engineer, and for 10 years had done nothing but elec- 
trical work. He had made himself acquainted with the special 
conditions in Marylebone, as well as bringing to bear his general 
experience, and his view was that the company had hardly begun. 
It was quite a small thing to what it would be if left to develop. 
As regarded the probable future of the company in connection with 
lighting, he thought it would go on taking consumers for the next 
30 years at a rate that would amount to 70 per cent. of tre possible 
If those consumers took the 
same amount each as they did at the present time on the average, 
that would bring the lighting up to 13,0(0,000 units a year at the 
end of 30 years. As a matter of fact, he did not think there was the 
least chance of the consumers going on taking the same amount, they 
were pretty certain to increase, and it was difficult to say how far 
that increase might go. He should say that the domestic use, apart 
from motor use, would make it somethirg like double. Не did not 
think it was out of the way to estimate somewhere ia tbe neigh- 
bourhood of 30,00 2,000 units for lighting, but it was exceedingly difti- 
cult to say; there was so little to go on. It was equally likely to go a 
great deal higher. As to the expectation in the future for motor 
power, he did not agree with Mr. Conaclier ; he thought his estimate 
was very much too low. Не thought that the motor units would 
represent considerably more than the lighting at the end of 30 
years. In Germany, already in many cases the motor 
was as big as the lighting. Anybody who had followed 
carefully the development of the mo'or industry must have 
noticed that the first tendency in automobiles had been to 
develop the petroleum automobiles which people went about the 
country at illegal speeds on; in towns there was a tendency to have 
something more convenient, and in America there was a propor- 
tion of two to one of electric vehicles to petroleum vehicles. In 
London the tendency would be to give up horses, It was getting 
very much that way now, and for town work there was no doubt 
that the electrical vehicle was infinitely more convenient than 
the petroleum. A comparatively small increase of electrical motor 
vehicles meant an enormous consumption of electrical energy. He 
also reckoned tbat electricity in the future would be largely used 
for heating. Then agreat deal of domestic work would be done by 
the help of electrical power, such as carpet sweeping, &c, and 
another appliance was a small motor affair for keeping meat and 
other things cool—a tiny engine to save the ice bill. In making 
his estimate, he had assumed that people would probably double 
their consumption for house lighting. 

As regards street lightiug you look for an improvement ? 

Witness: Yes. Street lighting is hardly done electrically now, 
and the difficulty is that tbere is no satisfactory lamp—the incan- 
descent lamp is too small and the arc lamp too large. There is the 
Nernst lamp, brought out recently, which is specially adapted for 
intermediate sizes. It can be made for big differences of pressure 
of 500 volts, and it can be made for 100 candles very easily, and 
then the lamps are specially designed for street lighting, and tney 
work with very high efficiency; they only take a half or one-third 
of the power of the ordinary lamp, and wee they will oome 
in very largely and there will be а big d for street lighting. 
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Continuing, witness said he did not know why it was that we had 
nat so many electrical motors in this country as abroad, but the 
fact that they were taken up in Germany showed that probably 
they would be taken up in England eventually. The price in 
Germany for motor power varied from 2:4d. to 7d. per unit, with 
ап average of 34d. | 
Mr. RxarsALD R. Topp, engineer to the Metropolitan Electric 
Company, gave evidence as to the economies which the company 
to make at their generating stations. He said that the 
detartarisers had not been working sufficiently long to arrive at the 
actual resulj of the saving, which was put down at 10 per cent. on 
the coal bill. So far as they had at present gone, he could show a 
saving of a little over G per cent. There would also be a saving of 
4 per cent. on the coal consumption by the use of Mason & Scott's 


water softening apparatus, which would prevent the boilers getting . 


coated with the heavy lime deposit as they used to. The water 
softener would have the effect of taking out the lime which, when 
left in the boiler, was a very bad conductor of heat. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Fletcher Moulton, Witness said that 
experience had shown that by a little extra capital expenditure the 
company would be able in the future to save а large sum in work- 
ing expenses. They could not possibly have laid down a low 
tension system in the early days of the company on account of the 
capital cost, and the reason tbey originally used house transformers 
was to keep down the capital expenditure. 

Lieut.-Colonel R. E. Crompton, examined by Mr. Cripps, said he 
was a past-president of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, and 
had had a number of years’ experience in the designing and manage- 
ment of electric supply stations in London and elsewhere. He had 
made a special study of the working cost pf electrical supply. 
Speaking generally, he agreed with the evidence of Mr. Conacher. 

e thought that that gentleman’s estimate as to the increase of the 
company's business could very easily be upheld if they took the 
total of the unite sold in the years from 1901—1931. Personally, 
he believed that 25 million units would be eventually arrived at 
by the year 1931. He believed that the increases would occur 
earlier than anticipated by Mr. Conacher, as he thought that the 
district had arrears to make up. It had not progressed at so rapid a 
rate as corresponding districts in other parts of London, but now 
that new methods of distribution and improved machinery were 


‘being put down, and now that the company were able to tackle the 


demand on them much more easily than they were able to do in 
the past, the scale of increase ought, in the nature of things, to be 
at а more rapid rate than in the corresponding districts in London 
which had been supplied with more modern machinery. By 
“ corresponding districts” he meant districts like Westminster and 
Charing Cross. As regarded the estimated figures for lighting 
power given by Mr. Conacher, in his opinión they were wholly 
under-estimated. He should say that they would amount to three 
times the figure given by Mr. Conacher. He should expect that 
quite as large an amount would be sold in 1931 for power and similar 
р low-priced uses of electricity—as would be sold for light- 
ing at the higher price, and that if 25 millions were sold for lighting, 
then there would be fully 25 millions for power. His attention had 
been particularly directed, during the last few years, to that matter, 
and he believed that the prosperity of the various electrical under- 
takings would chiefly depend upon the development of that cheap- 
priced demand for power and heating. There were several reasons 
why it had not developed adequately up to the present time. 
For instance, it was only within the present year or so that the 
development of the manufacture of small motors had gone to such, 
an ‘extent, that their prices had been reduced so that they could be 
bought over the counter in an iror monger's shop, во that the average 
householder could easily get hold of them at a moderate price. 
Another reason was, that up to the present all houses had been 
wired with a single circuit, and on a single circuit it had not been 
easy, up to the present, to give two prices for an electrical supply, 
and for that reason anybody who used motors or heating devices, or. 
anything of that kind which took & great quantity of electricity, 
and who therefore required it at a lower price, had perforce to use 
them on the lighting circuits, and had to pay the full lighting rate. 
That had been & very great deterrent. A man found that when he 
had a motor for an hour or two working on his lighting circuit, it 
made tuch a notable increase in his lighting bill, that he said he 
would not have any more of it. It was the same with the heater— 
во long as а householder had to pay 6d. a unit for it he would not 
warm up a bedroom for his guest with the electric radiator put on 
to the lighting circuit; be preferred to use a gas stove. Then, 
again, the use of lifts was being greatly extended. He believed it 
was definitely 1 that the only competitor to the electric lift was 
the hydraulic lift, and when the two were put in comparison, as had 
frequently been the case, the electric lift had been found to be 
cheaper. Another use which was coming slowly but surely was 
the use of an electric motor to drive refrigerating apparatus. As 
to the motor carriage demand, he thought that was likely to be so great 
that it was difficult to appreciate it at present. A year or two ago 
there were only a few experimental electrical vehicles on the 
streets, but the demand was increasing at such a rate that there 
would be many thousands of these vehicles in the streets of London 
within two or three years’ time. Taking it that they were supply- 
ing electricity for motor purposes at 2d., the charge only came 
out аб 138. 4d. а week, which was much less than the cost of feeding 
а Single horse. They thought that at present the most convenient 
thing would be for a company like the Metropolitan to supply 
charging centres in mews opposite a certain number of coach 


. houses, where they now kept their carriages, and in that way their 


carriages could be charged at home, and what was more, charged at 
night, which was a very important thing to a company in view of 
improving the load factor. If only about 5 percent. of the 
inhabitants of Marylebone had the cars, their output for motor 


power purposes would be brought up to 30 millions. That was the 
kind of thing that was going on in New York now. m 
to the present the company had not been laying i 

out for purposes other than lighting, but it been 


gradually getting ite equipment and putting itself in & position 


to supply, and he should say that by 1931 the amount supplied for 
motor power would be as important as that supplied for lighting. 
As an electrical expert, he felt pretty certain that his prophecy 
would be realised. He considered that the estimates of Mr. 
Conacher as to the probable working expenses of the company in 
the future were too high, and that the same results could be ob- 
tained at a lower cost. The getting rid of house trrusformers would 
bea great saving. The load factor, as compared with the output, 
was a very material factor in the cost, and the more they could 
spread the user of electricity over the 24 hours the better the load 
factor. Experience had shown them that they tempted more 
custom and got more out of it by reducing their price, and that in 
the end they made more money for their shareholders. The average 
e obtained last year in Kensington and Knightebridge was 
4°65d. 

Cross-examined by Lord Robert Cecil, Witness said his own im- 
pression was that the electric motor would beat either steam or 
petrol-driven vehicles. At present the steam motor was 
cheaper than the electrical one, but the price of the latter 
was now coming down во rapidly that he thought it 
would hold the field. Не was perfectly certain that 
electric motors on the streets were going to be а great 
feature of London in a very few years’ time. He did not mind 
stating so in that room, and it would be recorded against him, and 
а few years hence he would be very proud to be reminded of what 
he had said. As to lighting, he believed that at the end of 1931 
90 per cent. of the houses in Marylebone would be taking an 
electrical supply. The inquiry was again adjourned. 


REVIEWS. 


Transport de l Energie à Grandes Distances par Г Electricité, 
Ву Е. ГоррЕ. Paris: E. Bernard & Co. 


This is a brochure of about 115 pages consisting mainly 
of descriptions of long-distance power transmission planta, 
and of machinery and apparatus connected therewith ; it is 
apparently based upon work carried out by, and plant and 
material exhibited by, a number of firms at the Paris Exhi- 
bition, 1900. 

Starting with brief descriptions of the various systems of 
power transmission actually employed at the present day, 
including the direct-current series system, the author next 
considers the question of the design and construction of the 
transmission line in some detail. But insomuch as long 
distances only are in question, involving the employment of 
pressures of 10,000 volts or more, the author confines him- 
self to the question of overhead lines, because the bulk of the 
work hitherto carried out (at any rate on the Continent and 
in America) has been with bare conductors carried on poles, 
and guarded or not, according to circumstances a the 
locality. . 

"The author first refers to the so-called “skin effect 
which must be taken into account when dealing with 
heavy conductors (especially if the frequency is 50 cycles or 
more), giving in this connection Hospitalier's useful tables 
of correcting factors ; afterwards he discusses the question of 
the impedance of overhead lines with alternating currents, 
with the help of tables of constants given by Blondel some 
years ago. ‘These line constants have proved to be of con- 
siderable service in actual practice, as they take into account 
not only the inductance of the individual line wires (de- 
pending upon the diameter of the conductors employed), 
but also the effect of the mutual inductance between neigh- 
bouring wires (depending upon the spacing); it must be 
noted, however, that they are more suited to the require- . 
ments of the single or two-phase case than for the case of 
three-phase systems, as the relative arrángement of the 
three conductors upon the poles plays an important part. 
here, which the factors in question do not take into account. 

The author briefly discusses the question of the capacity 
of overhead lines and (in conjunction with the tables 
referred to above) that of the period of resonance of such 
circuits; this matter becomes of considerable importance 
when dealing with very long transmissions, and the author 
might well have considered it at greater length. He passes 
on, however, to a comparison of the relative weights of 
copper required for different systems of transmission, in 
which we find nothing new, and then gives a résumé of Mr. 
Scott's experiments at Telluride in 1897, regarding the 
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losses which occur in very high pressure overhead lines on 
account of static discharges. For a given length of line 
and pressure, these losses were shown to be nearly inde- 
pendent of the frequency, but to be greatly dependent upon 
the wave shape and the diameter of conductor, sinusoidal 
mone waves and large diameters tending to minimise the 
OSSE, 

The actual construction of overhead power lines is next 
considered ; the questions of poles, insulators, guard wires 
and lightning arresters are discussed in a practical manner, 
but much more could have been said with advantage on 
such a subject. Тһе leading features are, however, well 
brought out, and form interesting reading. 

The direct current series system (as worked out by Mr. 
Thury) is considered at some length, together with the 
various details belonging to it, such as the regulators for 
the generators and motors, and the controlling gear for 
them ; the author here follows very closely the printed brochure 
which Mr. Thury placed at the disposal of visitors to the 
Exhibition. One cannot help being struck with the vast 
amount of ingenuity displayed by him in getting over the 
numerous difficulties incidental to such a system, as well as 
with his courage in striving to make a commercial success 
of a method of working which is practically impossible. 
A short description is next given of various types of high 
pressure switches and fuses, mostly of Continental origin. 
This is followed by descriptions of high pressure generating 
and sub-station switchboards standard with certain Con- 
tinental firms. The arrangement of the Bertram high 
pressure boards and gear is especially noteworthy. This 
part of the treatise concludes with a note on the regula- 


tion of secondary (alternating current) networks. 


The remainder of the brochure is taken up with descrip- 
tions of typical long-distance power transmission plants. 
These include that of Chaux-de-Fond Locle (Thury system, 
14,000 volts), Gréswaudan (single-phase at 12,000 volts), 
Weisloch (single-phase at 10,000 volts), Witwatersrand 
(three-phase at 10,000 volts), Saint-Georges (three-phase at 
8,000 volts), &c. Finally some particulars are given, in 
tabular form, of most of the installations in tae world 
working at pressures of 10,000 volts or more. It is wortby 
of note that no mention is made of the Deptford station 
in London, which was, of course, the pioneer in this class 
of work; moreover, the three English installations men- 
tioned have all been equipped by foreign firms. 

In conclusion, we may say that Mr. Loppe’s brochure 
forms an interesting and sufficiently accurate summary of 
the present state of long-distance ower transmission, and 
of matters connected with the subject. It is certainly 
worthy of something better than a paper cover, and would 
have been improved by better illustrations and by more 
detailed treatment of certain portions. 


The Factory and Workshop Act, 1901: Its general effect and 
Parliamentary History (ineluding the full tert of the Act), 
Jor the guidance of employers of labour and others. By 
C. W. WinLiAMs, B.A., Barrister-at-Law, and CHARLES 


E. MUSGRAVE, assistant secretary to the London Chamber © 


of Commerce. 
Price 38. 6d. 


This work is one of many which have appeared since the 
passing of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901. It is 
stated in the preface that “ апу guide to an Act which came 
into operation on January Ist, 1902, must at present be 
necessarily incomplete. . . and that the authors 
do not claim to have produced a complete text-book of the 
Act. Their design is to show in simple language its effect 
as a whole, the principal changes that have been made in 
the law, and the manner in which the measure passed 
through Parliament. They appeal to the consideration of 
laymen rather than lawyers; to those who are subject to the 
law rather than to its administrators; to practical everyday 
readers rather than to political economists.” Bearing there 
modest pretensions carefully in mind, the work before us 
seems to be well suited to its purpose. 

Part I. deals generally with the effect of the Act. In 
Part IT. we find a useful sketch of the changes which bave 
been made in the law by the new Act. We observe that 
Uie provision which now requires fire escapes on and below, 


London: Effingham Wilson. 196 pages. 


as well as above the ground floor has been duly noted—a 
point which has escaped certain other text-book writers on 
the Act. The authors have also noted that electrical stations 
now come within the Act. 


Part III., which gives the Parliamentary history of the 


Act, may be very interesting, but we doubt whether it will 


be of much use to those for whom the work is intended. 

The remainder of the work is devoted to the text of the 
Act, with explanatory notes; an appendix relating to orders 
and special rules; education; special exceptions, and dangerous 
trades. A good index concludes the work. 

We cannot say much for the printing of the book. Having 
regard to the price, it compares unfavourably in this respect 
with treatises upon the same subject which we have ьа 
ап opportunity of considering. Such criticism, however, is 
not likely to affect the minds of those who desire to have a . 
concise treatise upon the Factory Acte upon their bookshelf. 


ABSTRACTS OF PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


Copies of any of these Specifications may be obtained of Messrs. W. P. Thompson 
and Co., 899, High Holborn, W.O., and at Liverpool, price, post free, 9d. 
(in stamps). 


7,200. ements In electrio belts fer the electric treatment of the human 
body." W. P. Thompson. (M. A. MoLaughlin). Dated April 18th, 1900. Relates to 
an electric belt and suspensory appliances having means for producing and 
regulating the strength of electrification. It consists of a belt fitted with a 
battery, rheostat and electrodes, and having attached to it a suspensory 
appliance provided with anelectrode. The battery consists of a series of cells, 
each comprising an inner copper late formed with links and surrounded by 
absorbent material saturated with acid, and enclosed between sino plates 
soldered to a casing connected to the links of the next cell. The rheostat com- 
prises an insulating plate secured by rivets to the belt, and provided with a 
pivoted arm connected by a wire with the electrodes, and adapted to engage a 
series of studs inserted in an arc of carbon or other resistance. The end stud 
is connected to the battery by а ring. The electrodes consist of curve? plates 
padded with moistened felt provided with cotton or other covers, and formed 
with perforated plates at the back, which slide on webbing or on elastic fabric 
ше by hooks to the rheostat. The wires are connected to the plates. 

claims. 


7,272. ‘improved connections for carbon electrodes.” Н. Baker. Dated April 
18th, 1900. Carbon electrodes are passed through the top or side of the cell, 
and their projecting ends are connected in pairs by two rigid contact plates 
having a bolt and a tightening nut. The several pairs of electrodes are con- 
nected up in parallel by the copper band, which is secured by the nut, or by the 
second nut on the same bolt above the nut. 1 claim. 


7,210. “improvements ia osmiem Mluminating filaments." С. A. von Weisbaoh. 
Dated April 18th, 1900. Relates to incandescence lamps—filaments containi 
osmium as described in Specifications Nos. 1,535 and 13,116, д.р. 1898, formed 
into coils consisting of numerous turns of small diameter, which may be 
flattened. Slight contact between adjacent is not important. 8 claims. 


7,286. ‘improvements in er relating to olectrie railways ated on the condalt. 
system." R. C. Parsons, R. Beitleld and W. Chapman. Da April 19th, 1900, 
Projecting ribs arc variously disposed on yokes to strengthen them at the centre 
and the slot rails are tied to the rails and to projections on the yoke by tie-bars. 
Yokes which form the conduit and do not support the raile, аге also made with 
the ribs. Boxes with removable covers and supporting flanges are bolted in 
recesses on the sides of the yoke, or are made integral therewith. Brackets or 
shelves inside the boxes support the insulators which carry the L-shaped arms 
on which the conductors are mounted. A cap bolted to the bracket or shelf 
covers the insulator and the nut which secures the arm. 7 claims. be 


7,287. “improvements im electric raitways with undergronnd conductors." 
L. Honno and G. Schoufelder. Dated April 19th, 1900. Electric railways and 
tramways on a road contact system with switches operated mechanically, 
supplemented by electro-magnetic arrangements in some instances. 8 claims. 


7,266. “improvements in miorophones." J. Cerpaux. Dated April 20th, 1900. 
Microphones are constructed with the carbon ules held in shouldered or 
cylindrical holes or recesses in & metal block. The block is preferably silver- 
plated copper, and is secured to the case by а screw metal backing plate, the 
screw being insulated by an ebonite bush. The carbon diaphragm gripped 
between the front and back portions of the metal oase forms a protective gauze 
screen. 8 claims. - 


7,866. ''improvemonts in electrical incandescenos lampe." Е. Sebattner and 
T. W. Narmer. Dated April 20th, 1900. Preliminary heating of a magnesia or 
other refractory incandescence rod is effected by & parallel rod of carbon or other 
conducting material, the supply of current to the heater being cut off, when the 
magnesia rod has become hot by thermal expansion either of the magnesia rod, 
which moves а contact spring, carried by a glass or other insulating support, and 
a metal strip, or of a coiled strip of metal or other material which bas a contact 
arm. 65 claims. 


7.372. Anu Improved manufacture of electrodes fer secondary batteries." А. 
Tribethorm. Dated Apri! 20th, 1900. Relates to (l:o cup-shaped electrodes 
described in Specification No. 26,680, a.D. 1897, and consists in making large 
square electrodes of this design hy building chem up of four separate pieces 
or of two pieces. They are united together by tenons and mortices or other 
suitable means, and by soldering, rods serve to support the electrodes one above 
the other. 2 claims. 


7,378. “improvements in the formation of drum windings for dyname-oleotrie 
machines." W. Langdon Davios and A. Soames. Dated April 20th, 1900. Relates 
to the formation of drum windings for dynamo-electric machines. A coil is first 
produced by winding on a two-part mould, or by squeezing a circular coil into 
shape by external lateral pressure and internal longitudinal stretching. 
Grooves enable the coil to be 1 bound by strings or clampa. After 
the coil has been insulated and taped, it is bent to the required form. A wedge 
holds one of the parallel sides in в slot, and the sliding block carries the other 
with it. The coil is adapted for a multipolar machine. The parallel portions 
lie in grooves in the armature, and the outer proportions constitute the end 
connections. The portions may be further shaped on a cylindrical mould block, 
slotted like the armature. 2 claims. 


7,392. ''improvements in electro-motors ef optional speed." A. Lehner and A. 
ven Datiber. Dated April 21st, 1900. An electric motor is constructed of one or 
inore pairs of electro-magnets with inclined polar surfaces, between which is 
arranged а pivoted soft iron atinature, to which an oscillatory movement of 
small amplitude is imparted by alternately exciting the electro-magnets. This 
oscilatory movement is converted into a rotary movement by ineans of a two- 
armed lever, connected by tinks to a shorter two-armed lever, from which the 


motion is ausmitted by a lever and connecting rod to a crank on the shaft 


to be rotated, The magnets are excited alternatcly by mcans of a commutator 
on the rotating shaft. à claims. 
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